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LEAPING 


LEO! 


CHIPPER  "MR.  CHIPS"! 


Cincinnati  joins  the  ranks  of  Dayton,  Columbus  and  Cleveland  to  establish  “Goodbye  Mr.  Chips”  (Robert 
Donat,  Greer  Garson;  directed  by  Sam  Wood)  as  a sure-fire  sensation  everywhere!  Watch  the  new  openings  nation- 
wide! Imagine!  The  5rh  week  at  the  Astor,  N.  Y.  tops  the  previous  week! 


MAISIE"  IS  A DAISY! 


This  exploitation  natural  is  a hot-weather  box-office  tonic!  “MAISIE”,  the  Explosive  Blonde  (Robert  Young,  Ann 
Sothern;  directed  by  Edwin  L.  Mann)  is  delighting  audiences  and  exhibitors  everywhere. 


THAT  "TARZAN  " YELL ! 


From  coast  to  coast  snowmen  ate  doing  their  stuff  and  “TARZAN  FINDS  A SON”  (Johnny  Weissmuller. 
Maureen  O'Sullivan:  directed  by  Richard  Thorpe)  is  topping  all  previous  Tarzan  hits. 


LUCKY  7*h  HARDY  HIT! 


Flash  from  Huntington  Park,  Cal.:  “Sensational  preview  of ‘ANDY  HARDY  GETS  SPRING  FEVER,  the 
lucky  7th  Hardy  hit.  Ecstatic  audience  almost  tore  the  house  down.”  (Directed  by  W.  S.  Van  Dyke,  n). 


"'ON  BORROWED  TIME""  GREAT! 

“ON  BORROWED  TIME”  ( Lionel  Barrymore  and  big  cast , directed  by  Harold  S.  Bucquet)  is  the  talk  of  the  West  Coast. 
The  stage  hit  has  become  a screen  triumph,  one  of  the  best  produced  by  any  studio  this  year! 

WATCH  THAT  DEPENDABLE  LION! 

He’s  in  full  stnde  and  you  a, n’t  seen  nothin’  yet!  “LADY  OF  THE  TROPICS”  (Robert  Taylor  Hedy  Lamarr; 
direaed  by  Jack  Conway);  “THE  WOMEN”  (Norma  Shearer,  Joan  Crawford,  Rosalind  Russell  and  AlLStar  Cast; 
directed  by  George  Cukor);  “BLACKMAIL”  (Edward  G.  Robinson ; directed  by  C.  Poner)  and  oAj  BI^ 

for  June,  July,  August.  When  your  box-office  needs  a friend,  there’s  always  THE  FRIENDLY  COMPANY. 
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IT  MUST  BE  THE  HEAT 


Hollywood,  of  which  there  is  only  one,  hears  of  a new  tongue,  coined  especially  for 
Norma  Shearer,  Joan  Crawford  and  Rosalind  Russell  and  no  doubt  conceived  without 
their  advice  or  need.  The  language  appears  to  be  a direct  result  of  that  perpetually  deli- 
cate and  significant  question,  'When  is  a lady  not  a lady?"  and  the  answers  have  a great 
deal  to  do  with  the  manner  in  which  the  lady  refers  to  both  friend  and  acquaintance. 

Any  reference  to  the  less  fortunate  members  of  the  sex  are  to  be  couched  in  new 
phrases,  examples  running  something  like  these:  beazel,  micklish,  slooper,  chotise,  trech 
and  kronker. 

Gathering  some  momentum  also  is  the  word  Miss  Russell  has  compiled  a list  of  the 
ten  most  overworked  phrases  used  by  women  in  America.  She  estimates  six  of  every 
ten  women  use  these  expressions  on  an  average  of  once  in  every  five  minutes.  The  pearly 
drippings:  "Too,  too  divine;  such  a darling;  frightly  amusing;  but  definitely;  utterly  mad; 
terribly  gay;  completely  charming;  literally  starved;  terrifically  smug  and  simply  devastat- 
ing." 

It  certainly  is. 

Furthermore,  it  appears  the  underprivileged  populace  of  Beverly  Hills  owes  a debt  of 
thanks  to  Hedy  Lamarr.  The  quiet  nights  which  that  city  continues  to  enjoy  would  have 
been  rudely  disturbed  by  raucous  croakings  if  it  were  not  for  Miss  Lamarr  and  the  in- 
terest she  retains  in  the  home  she  recently  left  to  marry  Gene  Markey.  The  lowdown  stems 
to  the  other  evening  when  she  received  an  offer,  described  as  excellent,  for  her  prop- 
erty. The  purchaser  wanted  to  use  the  swimming  pool  as  a test  breeding  pool  for  bull- 
frogs— Louisiana  bullfrogs  and  no  other  kind  would  do.  But  Hedy,  stout  fella,  turned  the  guy 
down  cold. 

That's  the  kind  of  civic  pride  every  exhibitor  ought  to  practice. 

This  fairly  private  exposure  of  the  personal  doings  of  those  prominent  in  the  Holly- 
wood scene  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  your  observer's  recent  visit  to  the  gold  coast. 
Besides,  he  was  only  there  four  days  and,  while  he  likes  to  think  from  time  to  time  that  he 
gets  around,  he  doesn't  get  around  that  fast  and  such  glamorous  company,  somehow  or 
other,  always  manages  to  elude  him  anyway. 

No,  indeedy,  these  are  merely  the  arresting  inventions  of  a studio  publicity  colossus, 
having  a good  time  somewhere  between  the  A and  B of  his  super  intellect.  He  con- 
ceives them  and  he  mails  them  to  the  newspapers  of  the  country  in  the  expectation  some 
editor  who  could  not  possibly  be  that  thick  will  continue  to  print  them  for  an  adoring 
and  panting  public. 

These  samples  are  in  the  class  with  the  silly  story,  almost  a year  old  now,  of  the 
producer  that  required  a skunk  and  had  to  get  it  from  Wisconsin,  thereby  placing  Holly- 
wood and  its  reputation  in  a very  embarrassing  position.  They  are  typical  of  the  pap 
cooked  up  by  many  of  the  wonder  boys  and  girls  at  the  studios  who  will  write  any- 
thing for  a line  in  print. 

Publicity  is  an  essential  to  any  part  of  show  business,  but  really  it  has  reached  the 
point  where  they — the  public — must  be  laughing  loud  and  long  at  pictures  and  picture 
people  instead  of  with  them.  It  is  the  case,  as  usual,  of  millions  to  develop  glamour,  but 
no  sense  for  preserving  it.  It  is  ridiculous.  It  is  incredible.  And  so  very  dumb. 


READY  TO  TRY  AIL-INDDSTRY  SUIT  ANY  TIME 
GOV'T  IS  READY,  MAJORS'  LAWYERS  MAINTAIN 


Pure  Conjecture,  However, 
Is  Opinion  Start  May 
Be  Made  This  Fall 

By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — ^Admittedly  near  the  com- 
pletion of  exhaustive  surveys  and  factual 
checkups  on  complaints  registered  with  the 
department  of  justice,  distributor  counsel 
unanimously  say  they  will  be  ready  for 
trial  of  the  all-industry  suit  as  soon  as  the 
government  is  prepared  to  present  its  case 
before  a local  federal  judge. 

At  this  time  there  is  no  telling  when  the 
trial  will  get  under  way.  Purely  conjec- 
ture is  the  opinion  of  local  department  of 
justice  representatives  that  the  case,  in  all 
probability,  will  be  set  for  the  September- 
October  term.  In  the  same  category,  is 
the  assertion  by  distributor  counsel  that 
under  regular  procedure  the  anti-trust 
hearings  could  not  get  under  way  for  at 
least  two  years,  because  of  congested  fed- 
eral court  calendars.  But  the  expectancy 
is  Paul  Williams,  in  charge  of  the  case  for 
the  government,  will  make  a special  ap- 
peal to  have  it  moved  up  on  the  prefer- 
ment list. 

This  would  indicate  there  is  a possibility 
of  a June,  1940  starting  date.  Preliminary 
motions,  not  unexpected  in  a case  of  such 
nationwide  importance,  will  further  delay 
designation  of  a trial  date.  Regardless  of 
the  outcome  of  such  motions,  they  are 
seen  further  aiding  defense  counsel  in 
securing  additional  time  to  develop  the 
backlog  on  issues  which  may  lend  them- 
selves materially  to  the  arguments  that 
will  be  presented. 

See  Early  Griffith  Trial 

In  this  connection  reference  is  mads  to 
the  belief  the  government’s  monopoly  ac- 
tion against  the  Griffith  Brothers  in 
Oklahoma  City  may  be  tried  and  disposed 
of  by  the  time  the  all-industry  case  is 
heard.  Further,  it  is  said  the  trade  prac- 
tice code  will  have  been  in  operation  for 
six  to  nine  months,  from  present  indica- 
tions, or  more. 

As  for  the  suit  against  the  Griffiths. 
Boxoffice  last  week  stated  in  reflecting 
major  counsel  opinion  that  this  action  will 
be  aired  before  the  “big”  suit  as  a “feeler” 
for  the  government’s  plan  of  procedure  in 
the  local  hearings.  Distributors  contend 
that  if  the  all-industry  action  is  not 
started  before  the  middle  of  next  year  they 
will  then  have  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
periment with  the  plan  of  self-regulation 
which,  they  say,  will  eliminate  90  per  cent 
of  the  complaints  charged  in  the  govern- 
ment’s petition. 

Having  had  the  opportunity  to  adjust 
serious  complaints  through  arbitration, 
such  as  “onerous  hardships,  unfair  clear- 
ances, coercive  selling,  overbuying,  forc- 
ing of  shorts,”  et  al.,  distributors  then  will 
be  prepared  to  oppose  the  introduction  by 
(Continued  on  page  10) 


Nof  Content  With  Coast  Check: 

Gov't  May  Assign  New  Prober 

Los  Angeles — Albert  Law,  who  has  spent  about  three  years  checking  into  in- 
dependent exhibitor  complaints  against  Fox  West  Coast  and  major  companies,  is 
expected  to  be  relieved  by  Seymour  Krieger,  who  is  due  from  the  east  shortly  to 
take  charge  of  the  investigation.  It  is  reported  Thurman  Arnold  is  not  happy  over 
progress  made  by  Law,  who  moved  his  home  from  the  east  when  transferred  west 
for  the  investigation. 

Krieger  has  been  assisting  Paul  Williams,  in  charge  of  the  government's  all- 
industry suit,  in  New  York.  Reports  submitted  by  Law,  it  is  said,  show  virtually 
nothing  v/hich  the  department  of  justice  can  use.  Another  FBI  man  was  sent  here  a 
few  weeks  ago  to  check  into  the  local  situation,  but  every  indication  now  points  to 
Krieger  being  transferred  to  take  over  complete  charge  of  the  local  investigation. 

Law  has  had  a small  army  of  assistants  aiding  him  in  the  investigation.  Whether 
FWC's  move  to  settle  disputes  by  arbitration  and  in  cooperation  with  the  ITO  of 
Southern  California  has  been  responsible  for  Law's  favorable  report,  which  is  not 
entirely  meeting  government  favor,  is  not  known,  but  seemingly  there  is  a desire 
by  the  department  of  justice  to  dig  deeper  and  find  out  what  the  real  picture  is  on 
the  Pacific  coast.  There  is  a report  Washington  officials  “are  pretty  sick  of  the 
mess''  out  here. 


Warner-FWC  Split  Seen  Help 
To  Majors  in  Federal  Case 


New  York — Warner’s  breakaway  from 
National  Theatres  may  have  a significant 
bearing  on  the  side  of  the  majors  on  the 
government  suit,  according  to  the  view- 
point expressed  by  attorneys  for  the 
majors.  They  base  their  assumption  on 
the  conclusion  that  the  situation  which 
has  developed  on  the  coast  furnishes  con- 
crete proof  that  dealings  with  national 
circuits  are  of  as  much  concern  to  sales 
managers  as  negotiations  with  smaller 
circuits. 

This  is  the  second  time  Warners  decided 
to  sell  away  from  Spyros  Skouras  and  his 
divisional  operating  heads.  It  also  hap- 
pened in  1932-33.  Columbia,  RKO  and 
Universal  several  years  ago  also  disagreed 
with  National  on  prices  and  dealt  with 
independent  first  and  second  runs  rather 
than  with  the  20th-Fox  theatre  affiliate. 

About  four  years  ago  Warners  sold  away 
from  Loew’s,  granting  RKO  the  right  to 
buy  all  of  its  product  in  place  of  half.  The 
first  year  of  the  RKO  deal  also  saw  the 
late  Sam  Cocalis  and  A.  H.  Schwartz  of 
the  Cocalis  and  Century  circuits  playing 
first  run  Warner  product  in  a number 
of  spots.  This  setup,  as  far  as  the  inde- 
pendents are  concerned,  does  not  exist 
today. 

Further  and  according  to  a provision  in 
the  trade  draft  distributors  must  continue 
to  sell  established  customers  if  they  keep 
their  theatres  up-to-date. 

One  attorney  points  out  the  fact  that 
major  circuits  might  acquire  theatres 
usually  does  not  alter  the  local  picture. 
“The  theatres  had  product  before,”  it  is 
asserted,  “and  must  have  films  to  stay 
open.  There  may  be  a change  in  run,  but 


that  usually  follows  because  of  additional 
investments  to  bring  theatres  up  to  mod- 
ern standards.” 

Under  the  code,  no  major  circuit  may 
enter  a situation  and  take  the  run  away 
from  the  competing  independent.  “Where 
the  majors  have  acquired  large  indepen- 
dent circuits,  there  has  been  little  change 
in  the  product  setups,”  this  attorney 
claims. 


Little  Concern  Over  Warner 
FWC  Sell- A way  Decision 

New  York — Executives  at  National  The- 
atres say  they  are  little  concerned  over  G. 
L.  Sears’  move  to  sell  Warner  product  away 
from  the  circuit,  pointing  out  the  dis- 
tributor in  1932  and  1933  sold  away'  from 
National  and  came  back  the  following  year. 

Instances  such  as  the  Warner  decision 
have  also  been  experienced  from  RKO, 
Universal  and  Columbia,  whose  product 
now  is  playing  most  of  the  National  units. 

L.  J.  Schlaifer,  western  sales  manager 
of  UA,  and  Seymour  Poe  have  been  nego- 
tiating with  Jack  J.  Sullivan,  William  T. 
Powers  and  Aubrey  Schenck  on  a one-year 
deal  during  the  past  two  weeks.  William 
F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  head,  and  E.  M. 
Saunders,  western  division  manager  for 
M-G-M,  have  virtually  concluded  a new 
term  pact.  A 20th-Fox  product  deal  was 
set  some  weeks  ago. 


Sterling  Chain  Signs 
For  Warner  Output 

Portland,  Ore. — John  Danz,  president  of 
the  Sterling  chain  of  Pacific  Coast  houses, 
has  signed  for  the  entire  1939-40  Warner- 
First  National  lineup. 
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ARBITRATION  RULES  GO  TO  THE  FIELD  SOON; 
MAJORS  ARE  BUSY  CLEANING  DP  LEGAL  ANGLES 


Pact  Approvals  Necessary 
First;  Reiterate  Equal 
Representation  Aim 

New  York — As  soon  as  the  legal  angles 
are  straightened  out,  distributors  will  send 
out  rules  and  regulations  governing  local 
arbitration  board  setups  in  32  key  cities. 
This  is  expected  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Firstly,  a spokesman  informs  Boxoffice, 
approval  of  the  trade  practice  pact  by  ex- 
hibitor organizations  must  come  through. 
Various  units  have  yet  to  convene  with 
their  memberships  for  a vote  on  the  final 
draft.  Some  have  already  met  and  signi- 
fied their  intention  of  signing  up,  but  are 
waiting  for  additional  revisions.  These 
include  a change  in  the  personnel  of  clear- 
ance and  zoning  board.  “As  soon  as  we 
can  legally  proceed,  we  shall,”  a spokes- 
man says. 

Distributor  spokesmen  aver  they  are 
working  on  this  but  until  now  have  been 
handicapped  because  no  suggestions  have 
developed  from  exhibitor  groups.  It  is 
pointed  out  by  sales  managers  they  have 
gone  on  record  for  equal  representation 
on  all  local  boards  and  this  they  intend 
to  do. 

Talk  on  Details 

In  the  past  week,  Robert  W.  Perkins, 
general  counsel  for  Warners,  and  Milton 
C.  Weisman,  attorney  for  the  ITOA,  have 
been  in  touch  with  each  other,  the  latter 
giving  his  opinion  as  to  how  clearance 
and  zoning  boards  should  be  set  up.  Weis- 
man’s  views  are  being  studied  by  attor- 
neys for  other  companies. 

William  P.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  M-G-M  and  chairman  of  the  dis- 
tributors sub-committee,  had  planned  to 
send  out  a notice  to  all  exhibitor  units 
thus  far  favoring  the  code  to  begin  selec- 
tions of  local  boards.  However,  the  plan 
is  being  held  up  until  all  the  legal  angles 
bearing  on  the  code  are  cleared  up. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  distributors’ 
committee  to  get  as  many  exhibitors  to 
sign  up  for  voluntary  arbitration  as  ex- 
hibitor organizations.  This  is  one  of  the 
legal  questions  holding  up  board  selec- 


Eight  Defendants 
Are  Dropped 

New  York — Cornelius  N.  Bliss,  Ed- 
ward W.  Harder,  DeWitt  Millhauser, 
David  Samoff,  the  late  Maurice  Good- 
man, Frederick  Strauss,  Merlin  H. 
Aylesworth  and  Courtland  Smith,  for- 
mer RKO  directors,  hove  been  dropped 
from  the  all-industry  list  of  individual 
defendants.  As  soon  as  Federal  Judge 
William  O.  Bondy  approves  the  new 
RKO  board,  substitutes  will  be  named. 


Three  U.  S.  Suits  Are  Brewing; 
2 in  New  York,  1 in  Miami 


Washington  — Three  suits  alleging 
monopolistic  tendencies  and  unfair  trade 
practices  are  being  readied  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  against  as  many  indepen- 
dent circuits,  two  in  New  York  and  the 
third  in  Miami,  it  is  reported. 

Indications  are  the  first  of  the  three 
will  be  instituted  against  the  Schine 
brothers,  Myer  J.  and  Louis  W.,  who  oper- 
ate about  130  houses  in  Ohio,  upper  New 
York  state,  Indiana  and  Kentucky.  This 
circuit  has  a number  of  its  theatres  pooled 
with  Warner  and  also  has  several  joint 
operating  deals  with  independents. 

Principal  complainant  against  Schine  is 
understood  to  be  Verner  U.  Young,  who 
operates  in  Canton  and  Marion,  Ohio. 
There  are  others,  it  is  reported,  but  as  is 
the  custom  with  the  department  of  justice, 
the  names  are  being  withheld. 

In  answering  the  distributors’  bill  of 
particulars,  the  government  has  already 
brought  up  Young’s  name.  He  operates 
the  Palace,  Gary,  Ind.;  Palace,  Canton; 
Palace  and  Marion,  Marion,  Ohio.  Citing 
the  complaint  by  the  exhibitor,  the  gov- 
ernment said:  “Threats^to  spend  $60,000,- 
000  to  eliminate  independent  exhibitors  in 
Indiana.” 

Another  complainant  is  believed  to  be 
Michael  Boumansour  of  the  Plaza,  Malone, 
N.  Y.,  but  the  indication,  according  to  de- 
partment of  justice  representatives,  is  that 
this  action  may  be  forestalled  by  settle- 
ment. 

It  is  believed  the  Schine  suit  will  be 
filed  in  Buffalo  in  the  next  fortnight. 
Distributors’  attorneys  have  been  aware 
of  the  threatened  suit  for  some  time  and 
expected  it  to  be  filed  about  a month  ago. 
There  had  been  some  doubt  as  to  where  it 
would  be  filed.  Buffalo  being  the  near- 


est federal  court  district  near  Glovers- 
ville,  where  the  Schines  reside,  it  will  be 
the  scene  of  action. 

The  government’s  second  suit,  in  all 
probability,  will  be  filed  in  Miami  against 
Wometco  which  runs  about  14  theatres  in 
and  around  Miami.  Herman  Weingarten, 
operating  the  Cameo  and  Surf  in  Miami 
Beach  and  Miami,  has  included  the  thea- 
tres controlled  by  Mitchell  Wolfson  and 
Sidney  Meyers  in  his  action  against  S.  A. 
Lynch,  Paramount’s  theatre  partner,  and 
major  distributors.  Preliminary  hearings 
and  motions  have  been  held.  Actual  trial 
date  has  not  yet  been  set. 

Although  department  of  justice  repre- 
sentatives cannot  at  this  time  tell  when 
the  third  suit  will  be  instituted,  it  is  known 
an  investigation  of  the  practices  of  Cen- 
tury circuit,  which  has  about  30  theatres 
in  Long  Island  and  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  under  way  since  a complaint  was 
filed  by  Interboro  Circuit.  The  complaint 
as  drawn  up,  it  is  stated,  is  “a  poor  one,” 
but  it  is  added  Seymour  Krieger,  special 
assistant  to  the  attorney  general,  has 
checked  up  on  Century  as  well  as  other 
independent  circuits  in  New  York  during 
his  many  investigations. 

Some  of  the  Century  properties  are 
operated  by  Loew’s.  This  circuit  has  been 
at  odds  with  RKO  for  many  years.  Dur- 
ing the  NRA,  the  New  York  code  board 
spent  weeks  hearing  the  independent’s 
complaint  against  the  major  circuit.  It 
was  the  most  important  case  in  the  short 
life  of  the  NRA  board  and  was  only 
partially  decided  when  the  supreme  court 
ruling  nullified  the  Blue  Eagle.  Later, 
Century  filed  a complaint  with  the  depart- 
ment of  justice.  It  was  investigated  for 
many  weeks  and  then  dropped. 


tions,  the  ■ contention  being  arbitration 
must  be  voluntary  and  that,  in  order  to 
make  it  effective,  virtually  every  exhibitor 
in  each  area  should  consent  to  this  pro- 
posed system  of  settling  disputes. 

With  the  RKO  convention  over,  all  ma- 
jor companies  are  now  concentrating  on 
selling  new  season’s  product.  Each  of  the 
distributors  has  a number  of  important 
major  circuits  which  have  to  be  lined  up. 
Where  franchises  exist,  negotiations  for 
new  terms  have  begun.  These  talks  take 
time  and  a case  in  point  is  the  M-G-M- 
National  Theatres  deal,  which  has  been 
on  for  several  weeks  and  is  now  in  the 
final  stages.  Contracts  have  not  yet  been 
drawn  and  it  may  be  months  before  it  is 
signed. 

Other  national  deals  are  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  sales  managers  who  now 


find  themselves  in  a position  where  they 
cannot  devote  as  much  time  to  the  code’s 
problems  as  they  would  like.  Bearing  this 
out,  Rodgers  was  unable  to  get  together 
(Continued  on  page  8) 

No  Federal  Investigation 
In  Detroit  Says  Murphy 

Detroit — Spiking  persistent  reports  de- 
partment of  justice  operatives  were  check- 
ing the  local  theatre  situation.  Attorney 
General  Frank  Murphy  declared  while 
here,  “We  have  no  investigation  under  way 
here.  Rumors  are  running  all  over  the 
country  about  our  activities.  We  are  re- 
ported investigating  everywhere.  It  would 
be  physically  impossible  for  us  to  carry  on 
so  many  activities.” 
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Shaltz. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F. 

Klingensmith.  Telephone  Atlantic  4858. 
PORTLAND.  ORE. — The  News-Telegram,  D.  W. 
Pollvka. 

ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 

Telephone  F’landers  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— 605  Utah  Savings  & Trust 
Bldg.,  Viola  B Hutton.  Telephone  Hyland  4359. 
SAN  FRANCISCO— 1095  Market  St.,  Nathan  Cohn. 
Telephone  Market  6580. 

SEATTLE — 2417  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone Elliott  8678. 

WASHINGTON — 1 426  G.  St..  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY,  AI,TA. — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON,  ALTA.— The  Bulletin.  W.  A.  DeGraves. 
HAMILTON.  O. — 20  Holton  Ave.,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
I.ONDON,  O. — Free  Pre.ss,  Chas.  E.  Carruthers. 
MONTREAL,  QUEBEC— 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G., 
Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGINA,  SASK. — The  Star,  Andy  McDermott. 

ST.  JOHN.  N.  B. — 161  Princess  St.  D.  Fetherston. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO— 242  Millwood  Road,  Milton 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.— 615  Ha.stings,  C.  P.  Rutty. 
VICTORIA,  B.  C. — 350  Robertson,  Tom  Merrlman. 
WINNIPEG.  MAN.— 709  .Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkln. 


Reprinted  from  the  news  col- 
umns of  BOXOFFICE: 

"The  progressive  elemrents 
[the  Hollywood  Anti  - Nazi 
League  and  other  liberal 
groups]  fumed  for  a day,  but 
finally  admitted  that  there  was 
nothing  much  they  could  do  but 
deplore  and  resent.  Attention 
of  liberal  circles  was  first  called 
to  the  visit  of  the  Hitler  journ- 
alists when  the  metropolitan 
press  announced  they  had  ar- 
rived in  Los  Angeles  and  would, 
as  part  of  their  itinerary,  visit  a 
motion  picture  studio.  A survey 
of  the  major  lots  brought  em- 
phatic denials  that  the  delega- 
tion had  been  received — even 
Metro  attempting  to  surround 
the  affair  with  as  much  mys- 
tery as  one  of  its  'Thin  Man'  de- 
tective thrillers,  until  it  was 
finally  and  reluctantly  admit- 
ted that  the  group  had  been 
taken  on  an  inspection  tour  of 
the  Culver  City  plant. 

"Whether  or  not  the  German 
scribes  had  made  any  efforts  to 
visit  other  studios  and  whether, 
if  such  was  the  case,  their  re- 
quests were  turned  down,  was 
not  ascertained." 

Hollywood's  liberals  were  shock- 
ed. But  they  were  not  alone.  When 
the  word  reached  New  York  that 
Metro  officially  had  served  as  host 
to  a group  of  Hitler  henchmen,  the 
shock  was  felt  in  these  parts  as 
well. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  this 
Nazi  delegation  was  no  second 
string  affair.  The  group  included 
Carl  Cranz,  editor  of  the  lying  and 
hate-promoting  Voelkischer  Beo- 
bachter  which  is  owned  by  Hitler 
himself;  Erich  Scheyder,  editor  of  the 
National  Zeitung,  owned  by  Goer- 
ing;  Otto  Mossdorf  of  the  Deutsche 
Allgemeine  Zeitung;  Gustav  Staebe, 
editor  of  the  Frankfurter  Volksblatt, 
and  Rudolf  Michael  of  the  Hamburg- 
er Fremdenblatt. 

All  of  these  publications  and  all 
of  these  men,  under  Nazi  regimenta- 
tion, reflect  National  Socialist  policy 
and  drum  up  National  Socialist  prop- 
aganda. 

It  is  to  be  assumed  there  is  no 
current  need  to  outline  whdt  these 
purposes  are  and  what  international 
havoc  trails  their  execution. 

It  must  be  assumed  as  well,  that 
some  of  the  studio  executives  are 
aware  of  events  transpiring  in  the 


world  today  and  that  they  realize 
official  courtesies  extended,  for 
whatever  reason,  to  press  and  quasi- 
governmental  representatives  of  a 
regime  reared  on  terrorism,  mur- 
der and  the  elimination  of  civil  and 
religious  liberties  inevitably  places 
their  studio  in  a light  which  augurs 
for  it,  and  its  product,  no  possible 
good. 

There  is  the  chance,  of  course,  that 
a mystery  which  confounds  and 
amazes  so  many  in  Hollywood  and 
here  in  New  York  may  have  a log- 
ical explanation.  If  this  should  hap- 
pen to  be  the  case,  M-G-M,  under 
all  circumstances,  ought  to  tell  about 
it. 

Between  rejection  a handful  of 
days  back  of  "It  Can't  Happen  Here" 
on  the  paper-thin  ground  "times  are 
not  politically  propitious  for  its  mak- 
ing" and  this  new  situation,  the 
mighty  lion  stands  in  grave  suspi- 
cion of  having  abandoned  its  roar 
for  the  most  inaudible  of  purrs. 

But  Does  She? 

A company  known  as  Million 
Dollar  Productions  requested  Kate 
Cameron,  critic  of  the  Daily  News,  to 
review  "Gang  Smashers,"  one  of  its 
Negro  films  playing  the  Apollo.  Miss 
Cameron  declined  with  this  note: 

"I'm  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  oblige 
you  by -reviewing  your  film  at  the 
Apollo,  but  that  is  out  of  our  terri- 
tory by  quite  some. 

"We  have  to  limit  ourselves  some- 
where and  generally  confine  our- 
selves to  the  Broadwa.y  sector." 

But  does  she?  The  Daily  News 
quite  regularly  covers  Yorkville  and 
German  films  and  liberally  be- 
sprinkles its  reviews  with  stars.  As 
a matter  of  fact,  some  of  the  execu- 
tive and  advertising  fraternity  have 
been  a trifle  curious  about  what 
seems  to  be  the  penchant  of  the 
News'  reviewers  for  films  out  of  Ber- 
lin and  a lack  of  enthusiasm  for 
much  of  the  product  out  of  Holly- 
wood. 

Indisputable 

Michael  Mok,  interviewing  Charles 
Laughton  in  the  New  York  Evening 
Post: 

"The  truth  is  that  I'm  an  incurable 
ham.  I'm  always  acting.  Even  when 
I'm  alone  in  a room,  I prance  about 
giving  a performance  for  myself." 

This  is  speaking  with  the  voice  of 
authority. 
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at  the  N.  Y.  Paramount  equal  to  the 

Pile*  Up  Those  Profits, 

you  anything  yet... wait  till  you  start 
1^%  the  best  of  the  Benny  pictures ...  As  the 
Paramount  said,  **It’s  terrific".  . . And  don’t 

^^ngu^ncent  Fraud**,  and  **Oar  Leading 
the  world  1T*S  OUR  YEAR . . . 


Kent  Prefers  Chance 
With  Government 


This  Explains  Practically  All 


New  York — As  far  as  Sidney  R.  Kent  is 
personally  concerned,  he  would  rather  take 
his  chances  in  finding  a solution  to  the  in- 
dustry’s problems  with  Thurman  Arnold 
than  with  Abram  F.  Myers. 

That  about  sums  up  the  reaction  of 
20th  Century-Fox’s  president  to  the  news 
brought  to  him  aboard  the  Brazil  by  trade- 
paper  representatives  that  Allied  had 
turned  down  the  trade  practice  code. 

“It  is  no  surprise  to  me.  I expected  it,” 
were  his  first  words.  “Nothing  we  could 
offer  would  be  acceptable  to  Allied.” 

Kent  said  the  distributors  have  made 
their  final  offer.  “We  might  have  to  at- 
tack it  from  another  angle,”  he  added. 

When  asked  what  the  angle  would  be, 
Kent  replied,  “I  said  ‘we  might’.” 

On  theatre  divorcement,  one  of  Allied’s 
chief  objectives,  Kent  contends  Myers  is 
“presumptuous”  if  he  expects  the  distribu- 
tors to  talk  with  Allied  on  that  subject. 

“Anyhow,  no  such  agreement  with  Allied 
would  be  binding.  Even  if  we  did  want 
to  get  rid  of  our  theatres,  it  concerns  only 
the  government  and  ourselves.” 

Discussing  the  aftermath  of  the  Allied 
convention,  Kent  said  distributors  either 
will  have  to  negotiate  or  battle  the  thing 
out.  “I’m  in  favor  of  the  latter  because 
we  have  no  guarantee  if  we  gave  Allied 
what  they  want  that  it  would  do  us  any 
good  in  Washington.” 

Here  Kent  said  he  would  prefer  to  cast 
his  lot  with  Arnold. 

“But  Myers,”  he  exclaimed,  “you  never 
know  what  he  has  in  his  mind  and  it  cer- 
tainly isn’t  peace.” 

Speaking  for  his  company,  Kent  said 
that  20th-Fox  will  go  right  ahead  and  put 
the  code  into  effect. 


Arbitration  Rules  Go 
To  the  Field  Soon 

• Continued  from  page  5) 
with  the  distributors  committee  early  in 
the  week,  as  he  planned,  on  the  answer  to 
Allied’s  “inaccurate  report”  of  the  trade 
practices  at  Minneapolis. 

E.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary 
of  Allied  of  New  York,  met  with  various 
of  his  regional  units  during  the  week  on 
developments  at  Minneapolis.  'The  units, 
following  in  the  national  organization’s 
footsteps,  rejected  the  code.  Max  A.  Co- 
hen, president,  has  set  a statewide  meet- 
ing of  the  New  York  regional  groups  for 
July  6 at  the  Syracuse  Hotel,  Syracuse, 
when  joint  action  on  the  trade  practices 
and  the  Schine  situation  on  clearances 
will  be  the  main  business  on  the  agenda. 

Independent  exhibitor  imits  and  the 
MPTOA  will  not  be  asked  to  sign  the  code 
until  the  final  revisions  on  arbitration  are 
made,  distributor  sources  reveal.  As  soon 
as  the  changes  are  made,  it  is  felt  the 
seven  groups  will  sign,  as  will  the  MPTOA. 

It  is  expected  the  ITOA  of  New  York, 
headed  by  Harry  Brandt,  will  be  the  first 
unaffiliated  exhibitor  organization  to  sig- 
nify acceptance.  Brandt  stated  at  Minne- 
polis  he  would  go  for  it  and  on  his  return 


New  York — When  RKO  opened  the 
first  exhibitor’s  lounge  about  two  months 
ago  to  cater  to  the  wants  of  out-of-town- 
ers  planning  visits  to  the  World’s  Fair,  it 
started  something. 

It  prompted  Warner,  Paramount  and 
Loew’s  to  follow  suit  and  simultaneously 
launched  the  weirdest  assortment  of 
dreams  probably  ever  concocted  by  pre- 
supposing exhibitors  living  beyond  the 
shadow  of  Gotham’s  city  line. 

Frankly,  the  invitations  sent  by  the 
companies  to  take  advantage  of  their  hos- 
pitality while  visiting  the  fair,  or  prepara- 
tory to  a visit,  do  not  include  a round  of 
the  best  supper  clubs  and  a generous  sup- 
ply of  front  row  tickets  to  the  hit  shows 
on  Broadway  on  the  cuff — an  impression 
that  seems  to  have  gotten  around. 

The  distributors  are  genuinely  interested 
in  making  visitors  feel  at  home,  un- 
burdening them  of  the  task  of  separating 
the  sightseeing  chaff  from  the  wheat,  sav- 
ing them  effort  and  expense  in  getting 
around  during  the  height  of  the  tourist 
season.  But  all  this  is  confined  to  services, 
and  not  much  more,  although  free  tickets 
to  the  first-run  Broadway  film  houses  are 
available  for  the  asking. 

Here  is  a fairly  composite  picture  of 
what  the  visitor  can  expect:  If  sufficient 
time  is  allowed,  an  out-of-towner  can  book 
train,  bus,  plane  and  hotel  accommoda- 
tions through  any  of  the  four  companies. 
Choice  accommodations  are  usually  se- 
cured for  persons  who  are  frank  enough 
to  state  their  cost  limitations.  The  same 
applies  if  visitors  are  concerned  with  see- 
ing a particular  stage  show,  provided  they 
pay. 

Once  arrived  in  New  York,  every  cour- 

See  Riskin  Withdrawal  as 
Goldwyn  Economy  Move 

New  York — Resignation  of  Robert  Ris- 
kin as  Samuel  Goldwyn  production  execu- 
tive upon  expiration  of  his  contract  in 
July  as  well  as  the  departure  of  other 
eastern  and  western  personnel  from  the 
company,  are  seen  by  some  industry  fig- 
ures as  moves  by  Goldwyn  to  cut  his  sum- 
mer operating  expenses  to  the  bone  and 
preliminary  to  his  desire  to  leave  UA. 

Goldwyn  has  two  more  to  deliver  to  UA 
and  these  are  being  offered  on  the  dis- 
tributor’s contract  for  next  season.  Fol- 
lowing the  delivery  of  the  duo,  Goldwyn’s 
plans  are  unknown.  Meanwhile,  his  legal 
motions  to  abrogate  his  UA  pact  pend  in 
the  Wilmington  courts.  Hearings  are  ex- 
pected next  month. 


from  the  Allied  convention  reiterated  his 
stand,  further  assuring  the  support  of  the 
six  other  independent  exhibitor  groups, 
based  on  his  action.  However,  he  is  wait- 
ing for  Weisman  to  give  him  the  word. 

Distributors  continue  to  see  in  the  trade 
practices  the  greatest  peace  offering  ever 
attempted  in  an  effort  to  bring  about  a 
better  understanding  between  buyer  and 
seller.  And  because  of  this  gesture,  it  is 
believed  harmony  will  come  in  time  and 
despite  Allied’s  rejection. 


tesy  is  extended  insofar  as  getting  visitors 
to  see  what  they  want  in  the  shortest 
time  is  concerned.  If  visitors  are  open  to 
suggestions  they  will  find  company  repre- 
sentatives well  versed  in  excellent  ideas. 
And  in  several  languages,  too,  should  the 
fair-bounder  be  from  a foreign  clime.  All 
mail,  telephone  messages  and  places  to 
meet  friends  can  be  solved  by  selecting  the 
particular  company  the  visitor  favors. 

Route,  location  and  fair  maps  are  avail- 
able. Broadcasts  may  be  seen,  gratis. 
Reservations  may  be  made  for  the  better 
restaurants.  There  is  always  someone  on 
hand  to  suggest  where  either  men  or 
women  may  take  care  of  their  shopping 
or  personal  wants,  such  as  hairdressers, 
tailors,  etc.  Telephones  are  available, 
gratis,  for  local  calls.  There  are  usually 
souvenirs  of  some  sort,  too. 

If,  while  an  exhibitor  is  here,  he  ex- 
presses a desire  to  meet  a company  presi- 
dent or  sales  executive,  this  is  arranged — 
with  pleasure — but  only  on  condition  that 
the  visitor  makes  the  request. 

At  RKO,  the  exhibitor’s  lounge,  a spa- 
cious room,  are  Frances  Smith  and  Ruth 
Halprin  to  take  care  of  all  details.  The 
lounge  is  located  on  the  seventh  floor  of 
the  RKO  Building.  Evelyn  O’Connell  is 
in  charge  of  Paramount’s  service.  She  is 
located  on  the  ninth  floor  of  the  Para- 
mount building,  in  the  large  office  for- 
merly occupied  by  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
whose  secretary  she  was  before  Freeman 
shifted  to  the  coast.  Mrs.  ’Turner  is  War- 
ner’s representative.  She  is  located  on 
the  sixth  floor  of  the  Warner  Building. 
M-G-M  has  a unique  Information  Center, 
located  in  the  island  of  the  intersection  of 
Broadway  and  7th  Ave.  in  Times  Square. 

Pommer  Signs  RKO  Deal 
For  British  Activity 

New  York — Erich  Pommer’s  negotia- 
tions with  Paramount  have  terminated  in 
favor  of  RKO  for  whom  the  producer  is 
expected  to  work  in  England. 

This  is  understood  to  be  the  deal  behind 
word  that  Charles  Laughton,  long  sought 
by  various  producers  for  Hollywood,  will 
star  for  RKO  in  the  remake  of  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame.”  He  was  slat- 
ed to  start  work  in  “The  Admirable  Crich- 
ton” next  month  in  London  as  the  last  of 
a series  for  Paramount  which  waived  the 
picture  for  the  present  so  that  Laughton 
could  proceed  immediately  with  “The 
Hunchback.”  The  Barrie  play  will  be 
made  in  London  later.  Starting  with  “The 
Beachcomber,”  Laughton  made  “Jamaica 
Inn,”  which  goes  into  the  Rivoli  shortly 
after  Labor  Day,  and  “London  After 
Dark,”  both  of  which  are  finished  and 
awaiting  Paramount  release.  The  pictures 
apply  to  the  company’s  quota  requirements 
in  England,  as  will  whatever  Mayflower 
produces  for  RKO. 

Pommer  is  aboard  the  Normandie  and  is 
due  in  London  Monday.  It  is  probable 
that  negotiations  with  RKO  wUl  be  fin- 
ished there.  In  the  meantime,  Laughton 
is  expected  to  complete  “The  Hunchback” 
on  the  coast  in  mid-September. 
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Warners  Made  It  That  Way! 


with  The 


DEAD  END  KIDS 


N ice  go  ing,  fellers! 
You’re  rough  on  the 
screen  but  plenty 
smooth  on  the  ticket- 
sale!  Thanks  for 
more  action  like 

MARGARET  LINDSAY  • RONALD  REAGAN  I '”’1,.., 

\ ‘THEY  MADE  ME  A CRIMINAL 

STANLEY  FIELDS  •Directed  by  LEWIS  SEILER  and  E.  A.  DUPONT  ^ ‘*NGELS  WITH  DIRTY  FACES* 

Screen  Play  by  Crane  Wilbur  and  Fred  Niblo,  Jr.  • Prom  an  Original  Story  by  Crane  Wilbur 


Majors  Ready  to  Try 
Suit  at  Any  Time 


(Continued  from  page  4) 
the  government  of  consent  decrees  against 
Fox  West  Coast  in  Los  Angeles  and  B&K 
in  Chicago.  All  majors  with  the  exception 
of  Columbia  are  parties  to  the  agreements. 

The  government,  according  to  major 
counsel,  will  offer  these  decrees  as  admis- 
sions of  guilt  by  the  signatories.  The  Chi- 
cago decree  currently  is  in  the  courts,  the 
government  charging  contempt.  It  is 
known  that  for  the  past  three  years  FBI 
men  have  been  conducting  a thorough  in- 
vestigation of  west  coast  distributor  and 
circuit  operations,  the  belief  being  general 
in  home  office  quarters  that  another  con- 
tempt proceeding  will  be  instituted  shortly 
by  the  government. 

But  with  the  trade  practice  agreement 
in  effect — and  B&K  and  FWC  being  parties 
to  it — distributor  attorneys  feel  by  the 
time  the  all-industry  suit  gets  going  every 
means  wall  have  been  exerted  to  eliminate 
the  alleged  abuses. 

Allied’s  rejection  of  the  code  as  a na- 
tional body  was  not  unexpected.  Accord- 
ing to  some  lawyers  the  decision  may  have 
an  important  bearing  on  the  department 
of  justice  attitude  toward  distributors  in 
the  future.  Essentially,  the  government 
wants  theatre  divorcement,  it  is  held. 
Harry  Hopkins,  secretary  of  the  depart- 
ment of  commerce,  has  made  overtures  to 
discuss  and  seek  a solution  of  the  indus- 
try’s problems.  One  session  has  been  held, 
others  will  follow.  It  is  declared  by  dis- 
tributors some  good  will  come  out  of  the 
meetings.  There  are  some  who  say  Al- 
lied’s walkout  on  the  code  will  give  the 
government  a different  slant  on  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  organization’s  purposes. 

No  Gov't  Code  Silence  Worry 

However,  the  fact  that  the  government 
has  not  indicated  approval  of  the  trade 
practice  formula  does  not  vitally  concern 
distributors,  according  to  one  attorney.  He 
believes  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
keep  within  the  anti-trust  provisions  and 
that  by  presenting  the  code  to  the  gov- 
ernment an  opinion  as  to  its  legality  was 
sought.  Every  draft  has  been  sent  to 
Thurman  Aimold,  head  of  the  anti-trust 
division,  and  if  the  government  refuses  to 
cooperate  with  the  industry  insofar  as  de- 
claring the  draft  legal  or  subject  to 
changes  certainly  the  department  of  jus- 
tice cannot  bring  the  majors  to  task  for 
anything  in  it  later,  it  is  explained. 

Although  there  are  a few  who  believe 
Judge  William  O.  Bondy’s  ruling  recently 
denying  Loew’s,  Paramount,  Warner,  20th- 
Fox,  Universal  and  RKO  a number  of  re- 
quests in  a further  bill  was  a major  set- 
back, the  reverse  opinion  is  held  by  the 
companies  affected.  The  most  important 
item  sought  was  granted,  it  is  held.  This 
provides  that  the  government  define 
“affiliated  theatre.’’  This  it  has  done  in 
part,  adding  participation  and  interest  by 
major  circuits  in  theatres  “is  not  capable 
of  precise  determination.” 

Columbia  and  UA  have  been  granted 
further  bills.  These  limit  the  government 
as  far  as  prosecution  is  concerned  with 


RKO  Circuit  Makes 
Its  RKO  Deal 

New  York — Well  up  among  the  first 
of  the  circuits  to  make  a 1939-40  deal 
with  RKO  is  the  RKO  circuit.  This, 
however,  is  not  quite  as  routine  as  it 
sounds,  despite  the  fact  the  chain  is 
part  of  the  RKO  structure. 

John  J.  O'Connor,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  circuit  operations,  states  this 
is  the  first  time  in  his  organization's 
history  that  the  chain  has  signed  with 
its  distributing  ally  on  the  latter's  ini- 
tial terms. 

Those  terms,  incidentally,  are  the 
highest  the  distributor  has  ever  sought. 
They  include  two  pictures  at  40  per 
cent.  This  season,  the  highest  bracket 
was  35  per  cent. 


the  two  companies,  but  not  so  with  the 
other  six  majors  who  now  know  what  the 
department  of  justice  is  driving  at.  Co- 
lumbia and  UA  have  filed  additional  bills 
seeking  information  already  furnished  to 
the  other  six  companies.  The  Columbia 
motion  was  argued  about  a week  before 
the  UA  application  which  came  before 
Judge  Bondy  early  last  week. 

See  Tip  by  Department 

Then  again,  it  is  pointed  out,  the  de- 
partment tipped  its  hand  at  the  examina- 
tions before  trial  of  various  UA  execu- 
tives, including  Harry  Gold,  L.  Jack 
Schlaifer,  Paul  Lazarus,  Charles  Stern  and 
Harry  Muller.  Major  legal  representatives 
attended  the  hearings  conducted  by  Sey- 
mour Krieger  and  Harold  Wright,  assist- 
ants to  the  attorney  general,  and  gained 
additional  slants  on  the  government’s 
procedure. 

Each  complaint  relayed  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  as  it  received  them  from 
exhibitors  has  been  thoroughly  checked 
by  exchange  managers  and  salesmen  in 
the  field.  Where  local  attorneys  represent 
distributors  they  also  have  been  active. 
This  has  been  going  on  for  more  than  nine 
months  and  some  of  the  complaints  have 
already  been  straightened  out.  H.  M. 
Richey,  for  RKO,  has  disposed  of  a num- 
ber of  clearance  and  zoning  disputes.  Al- 
though the  other  companies  do  not  have 
similar  setups  as  RKO,  all  complaints  are 
studied  as  they  come  in  to  the  home  of- 
fices and  effort  is  made  to  bring  about  a 
happier  condition. 

No  Call  for  A.  W.  Smith 

A.  W.  Smith,  former  general  sales  man- 
ager for  UA,  will  not  be  called  by  the  gov- 
ernment, which  feels  it  has  all  the  neces- 
sary information.  Examinations  before 
trial  are  now  ended.  Although  UA  has  the 
right  to  cross  examine,  this  will  not  be 
done  because  it  is  felt  Gold,  Schlaifer, 
Lazarus,  Stern  and  Muller  acquitted 
themselves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  UA 
legal  staff. 

Repeated  references  by  the  government 
in  answer  to  the  majors’  bills  of  particu- 
lars that  time,  place  and  whether  alleged 
agreements  were  oral  or  in  writing  are 
not  known  lead  distributor  counsel  to  be- 
lieve Williams  is  far  from  ready  to  start 
with  the  actual  court  trial.  In  the  federal 
court  building,  a different  opinion  is  held. 


Believe  Many  Plaints 
Will  Fade  Under  Code 


Those  who  have  come  in  contact  with 
Williams  believe  he  is  sincere  when  he  says 
he  does  not  know.  Under  the  circum- 
stances distributor  lawyers  are  prepared 
to  insist  on  facts,  not  generalities,  when 
the  case  is  heard. 

David  L.  Podell,  who  has  been  acting  as 
consultant  for  the  government,  in  a letter 
to  Col.  William  Donovan  of  Donovan, 
Leisure,  Lumbard  & Newton,  attorneys  for 
RKO,  has  asked  to  be  disqualified  on  the 
grounds  he  acted  in  an  advisory  capacity 
to  Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  the  Para- 
mount board,  several  years  ago  when 
stockholders  filed  mismanagement  charges 
against  the  company’s  directorate.  No 
action  has  been  taken  by  distributors  as 
yet,  but  because  he  checked  into  Para- 
mount’s theatre  acquisitions  at  the  time, 
Podell’s  disqualification  most  likely  will  be 
accepted. 

"Favors"  Not  Big  Issue 

The  question  of  granting  favors  among 
producer-distributor-exhibitors,  such  as 
preference  in  product  and  loaning  out 
stars,  is  not  expected  to  be  a major  issue  of 
the  defense. 

Each  company  will  be  represented  by  its 
own  attorneys  with  no  general  spokesman 
at  the  trial,  it  is  indicated.  Since  the  all- 
industry suit  was  instituted  on  July  20, 
1938,  Warners  have  not  retained  outside 
counsel.  Robert  W.  Perkins,  chief  attor- 
ney for  the  company,  has  had  three  as- 
sistants working  with  him,  I.  H.  Levinson, 
Stewart  Aarons  and  Harold  Berkowitz,  the 
first  and  third  also  having  assisted  in  the 
St.  Louis  case.  Perkins  will  act  as  trial 
lawyer  and  it  is  believed  Frederick  Wood, 
who  has  been  discussed  as  probable  fac- 
torium  in  the  legal  lineup,  may  not  be 
called  upon.  Wood  appeared  with  Senator 
James  A.  Reed  in  the  Mound  City  suit  for 
Warners. 

Major  counsel  declare  they  are  prepared 
“to  go  on  tomorrow”  if  necessary. 

And  in  the  interim,  it  is  pointed  out,  the 
code  of  fair  trade  practices  may  become 
an  industry  document  under  which  many 
of  the  allegations  in  the  government  suit 
most  likely  will  be  disposed  of  before  a 
judge  even  hears  about  them. 


Brenkert  Is  Bringing 
Out  New  Projector 

Detroit — A new  professional  type  35mm 
motion  picture  projector  bearing  the  com- 
pany name  and  complete  for  theatre  serv- 
ice is  announced  by  the  Brenkert  Light 
Projection  Co.  as  the  firm  prepares  in 
August  to  celebrate  its  28th  anniversary  in 
the  manufacture  of  projection  equipment. 

The  Brenkert  company  still  is  owned 
by  its  founders,  and  is  managed  by  the 
same  directing  personnel,  now  occupying 
a large  plant  here  where  each  product  is 
engineered  and  manufactured  for  world- 
wide distribution. 

Brenkert  distributors  throughout  the 
country  shortly  will  place  the  new  equip- 
ment on  display. 
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Charge  of  Monopoly 
Denied  by  Majors 

New  York — Paramount,  Loew’s,  War- 
ners, RKO,  Universal  and  20th  Century- 
Fox  on  Thursday  filed  blanket  denials  in 
federal  court  and  with  the  department  of 
justice  to  the  government’s  charges  in  the 
all-industry  suit.  Columbia  and  UA  will 
file  separately  since  motions  for  further 
bills  are  pending  in  court. 

Denials  without  qualification  are  made 
of  the  charges  that  the  majors  have 
monopolized  and  combined  to  monopolize 
the  three  brandies  of  the  industry  in  ad- 
dition to  the  allegation  the  defendants 
have  engaged  in  unfair  trade  practices  and 
discriminated  in  their  dealings  with  in- 
dependents. 

Definitions  of  certain  trade  terms  by 
the  government  are  stated  to  be  incorrect 
with  distributors  pointing  out  “key  city" 
is  not  capable  of  definition.  The  defini- 
tion of  block  booking  by  the  government 
also  is  stated  to  be  incorrect  and  the 
plaintiff’s  analysis  of  affiliated  and  un- 
affiliated theatre  is  contradicted. 

Each  of  the  major  companies  filed 
separately.  Chase  National  Bank,  through 
Mudge,  Stern,  Williams  and  Tucker,  admits 
it  owns  58  per  cent  of  National  Theatres 
but  denies  National  is  a holding  company 
for  the  theatre  interests  of  20th-Fox  or 
that  the  bank  is  an  associated  corpora- 
tion. Dismissals  are  asked  by  all  com- 
panies. 

The  government’s  charge  that,  due  to 
monopoly,  the  control  of  the  five  pro- 
ducer-distributor-exhibitor defendants  is 
made  through  a series  of  contracts  and 
agreements  by  which  all  independents 
have  been  relegated  to  unfair  decisions 
and  as  a result  of  this  independents  must 
show  second,  third  and  fourth  rim  prod- 
uct regardless  of  their  ability  to  exhibit 
better  features  is  among  the  denials  listed. 

Deny  Closed  Market 

That  the  film  industry  is  dominated  by 
Paramount,  their  affiliated  interests  and 
with  other  defendants  is  also  pointed  out 
as  erroneous. 

Among  the  other  denials  are  that  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  law  has  been  violated, 
that  without  access  to  major  product  the 
possibility  of  successful  operation  of  an 
independent’s  theatre  is  small,  that  a 
metropolitan  first  run  cannot  operate 
successfully  unless  it  has  major  product 
on  fair  and  reasonable  terms,  that  an  in- 
dependent producer  cannot  make  the  bet- 
ter type  picture  unless  he  has  access  to 
the  first  run  market  on  an  assured  and 
competitive  basis,  that  major  producers 
continually  exclude  independents  from 
the  first  runs,  that  independent  producers 
can  only  secure  first  runs  through  suffer- 
ance because  of  major  circuit  control  and 
that,  regardless  of  the  picture,  major  pro- 
ducers always  have  outlets  in  their  own 
theatres. 

Also  denied  are  charges  that  the  smaller 
independents  have  to  pay  unconscionable 
and  unreasonable  film  rentals,  that  majors 
control  exhibition  and  production  facili- 
ties, that  overbuying  predominates,  that 
the  five  producer-distributor-exhibitors 
control  all  of  the  important  first  runs, 


Neely  Taking  Action 
Next  Thursday 

Washington — Senator  Matthew  Neely 
declares  he  will  offer  a motion  to  take 
up  his  block  booking  bill  next  Thurs- 
day. Expressing  impatience  with  the 
delays  the  legislation  has  encountered, 
he  told  the  Senate  he  has  held  his 
hand  in  order  that  emergency  legisla- 
tion might  be  disposed  of,  but  now 
wants  action. 


that  the  country  is  split  in  areas  through 
franchises  and  other  agreements,  that 
there  is  a monopoly  of  product  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  more  important  features, 
that  all  the  stars  and  players  controlled 
are  not  loaned  out  to  independents, 
that  pooling  of  equipment  and  personnel 
violates  the  anti-trust  laws  and  that  bene- 
fits and  favors  are  extended  among  the 
defendants. 

That  distributors  have  a knowledge  that 
free  competition  demands  access  to  a free 
market  also  is  denied.  However,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  with  the  increases  in  produc- 
tion costs  these  have  been  passed  on  to 
the  distributor  and  exhibitor.  It  is  also 
claimed  there  are  other  major  producers 
than  the  eight  named  in  the  suit. 

Forced  Into  Exhibition 

Distributors  disaffirm  any  knowledge 
that  80  per  cent  of  the  product  released 
each  year  is  being  produced  by  major 
defendants.  It  is  also  being  charged  de- 
creases in  the  number  of  pictures  annually 
is  by  agreement. 

That  onerous,  harsh  and  unfair  trade 
practices  have  been  imposed  on  the  inde- 
pendent, such  as  block  booking,  forcing  of 
shorts,  arbitrary  designation  of  playdates, 
protection  of  affiliates,  overbuying,  dis- 
criminatory film  rentals,  prohibition  of 
double  features,  score  charges  and  music 
charges  and  minimum  admission  charges 
are  likewise  denied. 

In  its  answer,  KAO,  through  Goldwater 
& Flynn,  denies  it  is  a wholly-owned  sub- 
sidiary of  RKO.  The  circuit,  it  is  said, 
operates  54  theatres  in  six  states  and  is 
in  competition  with  Loew’s.  KAO  also  con- 
tends the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  over  it 
and  the  petition  contains  no  claim  on 
which  a cause  of  action  can  be  based. 

Universal,  in  its  answer,  says  it  owns 
no  theatres.  With  minor  exceptions,  the 
denials  are  the  same  as  the  other  com- 
panies’. 

Paramount  contends  “it  was  imperative 
to  acquire  theatres  in  which  its  motion 
pictures  would  be  exhibited  in  1919”  be- 
cause the  market  for  its  product  was  ser- 
iously threatened  by  First  National  Ex- 
hibitors circuit,  which  bid  for  its  players 
and  excluded  Paramount  pictures. 


Educational  Stockholders 
Will  Hear  Loan  Proposal 

New  York  — Educational  will  hold  a 
stockholders’  meeting  July  14  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  new  information  on  a 
$1,000,000  loan  proposed  by  Felt  & Co.,  Wall 
St.  brokers.  Two  previous  meetings  were 
adjourned  when  insufficient  proxies  were 
on  hand  to  vote  the  plan. 


Check  on  Schine  Trust 
Suit  Is  Possible 

New  York — TTie  Schine  circuit  has  an 
opportunity  to  avoid  defending  the  anti- 
trust suit  which  informed  circles  say  the 
government  is  ready  to  file,  if  allegedly 
onerous  trade  practices,  particularly  in  re- 
spect to  clearance,  are  eliminated  in  up- 
state situations. 

This  is  the  sentiment  of  Max  A.  Cohen, 
president  of  Allied  of  New  York,  as  his 
organization  prepares  to  mass  at  the  Hotel 
Syracuse,  Syracuse,  July  6 for  a state- 
wide referendum  on  the  trade  practice 
code  and  an  exploration  of  the  Schine 
situation.  It  was  Allied  that  gathered  the 
complaints  which  form  the  basis  of  the 
action  said  to  be  close  to  filing  by  the 
department  of  justice. 

“It  would  certainly  be  a benefit  to  ex- 
hibitors in  New  York  if  there  were  no 
onerous  trade  practices  such  as  our  mem- 
bers face  upstate  and  it  would  help  con- 
siderably in  bringing  about  a constructive 
progress,”  Cohen  declared  in  referring  to 
the  Schine  situation.  “Allied  has  no  de- 
sire to  ask  help  from  the  government  other 
than  as  a court  of  last  resort,”  he  said. 

Regardless  of  which  way  the  organiza- 
tion votes  in  respect  to  adopting  the  trade 
practice  code  at  the  upstate  session,  Cohen 
declared:  “I  will  never  stop  fighting  for 
continuance  of  negotiation  and  that  is  the 
entire  keystone  and  structure  of  Allied- 
constructive  negotiation.” 


B.  R.  McLendon  Anti-Trust 
Suit  Settled  in  Texas 

Dallas — B.  R.  McLendon’s  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  major  companies  has  been  set- 
tled out  of  court,  following  negotiations 
between  the  plaintiff  and  George  Wright, 
attorney  for  the  distributors. 


28  of  46  Allied  Deals 
On  Last-Year  Terms 

New  York — Despite  the  announced  in- 
tention of  distributors  to  seek  higher 
rentals  for  new  season  product,  28  of  46 
deals  negotiated  by  members  for  1939-40 
were  at  the  same  terms  as  1938-39,  New 
York  Allied  states. 

This  was  revealed  as  part  of  a product 
survey  at  the  local  unit’s  meeting.  Out  of 
60  theatres  reporting,  but  18  bought  film 
for  1939-40  during  June.  The  balance  of 
the  46  deals  showed  12  members  paid 
more  than  their  expiring  contracts  called 
for,  and  five  paid  less. 

Max  Cohen  of  the  Paras-Court,  Brook- 
lyn, was  elected  regional  vice-president  of 
the  local  unit.  Other  regional  officers 
elected  were  George  Abramson  of  the  New 
United,  Brooklyn,  vice-president,  and  Louis 
Goidel  of  the  Paras-Court,  chairman  of 
the  grievance  committee. 


Di  Angelis  Dead 

New  York — Funeral  services  will  be  held 
Monday  for  Phil  Di  Angelis,  billboard  con- 
tractor, who  died  while  listening  to  the 
radio  account  of  the  Louis-Galento  fight 
Wednesday  evening. 
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Japanese  Permil  Pace 
Dislribulor  Worry 

New  York — Slowness  of  the  Japanese 
government  in  granting  further  permits 
under  the  $30,000  allotted  for  exports  to 
Japan,  has  some  of  the  distributors  there 
worried,  according  to  Mike  Shathin,  War- 
ner general  manager  for  Japan. 

He  states  the  majors  have  been  allotted 
only  half  the  amount  for  the  importation 
of  about  110  features.  The  deal  is  sup- 
posed to  allow  distributors  the  privilege 
of  exporting  200  features  to  Japan. 

In  discussing  the  recent  bill  which 
places  all  phases  of  the  industry  under  the 
control  of  the  home  ministry,  Shathin 
confides  the  regulations  will  be  drawn  up 
by  the  end  of  August.  He  says  the  officials 
have  promised  the  distributors  a peek  at 
the  regulations  when  they  are  complete. 

There  is  no  telling,  Shathin  admits,  how 
stringent  the  regulations  will  be. 

As  for  Manchuokuo,  Shathin  discloses 
the  mission  undertaken  by  a committee  of 
distributors  has  failed  because  the  puppet 
government  monopoly  refused  to  recon- 
sider any  change  in  the  setup. 


Kent  Is  "Impressed"  on 
Latin-American  Visit 

New  York — Following  his  trip  to  Rio  de 
Janeiro  and  Trinidad,  Sidney  R.  Kent 
recommends  that  all  executives  make  at 
least  one  visit  to  Latin-America.  “It  is 
very  impressive,”  he  states  enthusiastic- 
ally. 

Concerning  the  production  of  Spanish 
pictures  by  major  companies,  Kent  be- 
lieves there  is  a certain  type  which  can 
be  made  for  purely  local  consumption. 
That  field,  he  asserts,  should  be  left  to 
local  producers  but  it  is  up  to  Hollywood 
to  make  better  pictures  which  also  will 
be  more  appealing  to  the  Latin-American 
market. 


To  the  Far  East — 

E.  S.  Gregg,  hands  on  desk,  is  now 
aboard  the  President  Coolidge  Tokyo- 
bound  on  a four-month  inspection  trip 
on  behalf  of  Erpi  of  which  he  is  gen- 
eral foreign  manager.  Pen  in  hand  is 
G.  L.  Carrington,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  Altec.  Both  com- 
panies are  now  parties  to  a reciprocal 
agreement  calling  for  an  interchange 
of  technical  information  on  behalf  of 
the  customer.  The  deal  is  designed  to 
better  sound  and  improve  service. 


All-Continent  Compromise 
Order  Is  Appealed 

Atlantic  City — The  government,  the 
Chicago  Title  and  Ti'ust  Co.  and  the 
Capital  Ti’ust  Co.,  all  holding  claims  of 
millions  of  dollars  against  William  Fox, 
have  filed  appeals  here  against  the  order 
for  a compromise  in  the  suit  for  re- 
capture of  assets  of  the  All-Continent 
Corp.  The  appeals  will  be  reviewed  by 
Federal  Judge  John  Boyd  Avis  in  Camden. 


Negoliations  Shorlly 
Wilh  Mexican  Labor 

Mexico  City  — Unofficial  negotiations 
between  distributor  groups  and  trade 
union  representatives  are  expected  to  get 
under  way  shortly.  The  present  wage  con- 
tract with  film  workers  expires  in  August. 

Distributor  representatives  are  frankly 
worried  over  the  severity  of  the  union’s 
demands.  If  authority  over  the  employes 
in  the  respective  offices  can  be  reasserted, 
the  major  companies  will  consider  that  a 
partial  victory. 

Complaints  of  Mexican  producers  who 
have  about  30  national  features  available 
for  release  and  no  suitable  first-runs,  are 
cropping  up  to  bother  the  majors. 

Now  that  the  novelty  of  national-made 
product  is  reported  wearing  off,  exhibi- 
tors in  first  run  situations  are  reluctant 
to  book  anything  but  top-flight  American 
pictures.  The  producers,  meanwhile,  are 
squawking  that  the  Americans  have  sewed 
up  all  the  first  runs. 


Early  Pact  Predicted  by 
RKO's  Mexico  Manager 

New  York  — Distributors  in  Mexico 
should  experience  little  trouble  in  drawing 
up  a new  labor  contract  with  the  trade 
unions  when  negotiations  are  reopened  in 
August,  is  the  observation  made  by  Max 
Gomez,  RKO’s  general  manager  for  that 
territory. 

He  relates  Mexico  City  will  have  two  new 
de  luxe  first-run  houses  by  the  end  of  the 
year  and  there  are  signs  of  construction 
activity  throughout  the  interior. 

From  Cuba,  via  Pedro  Saenz,  RKO’s  dis- 
tributor there,  comes  news  of  bad  business 
conditions  which  have  defeated  attempts 
to  raise  admission  prices.  Gomez  had  a 
good  word  for  the  national,  or  native  prod- 
uct which  has  done  much  in  the  way  of 
creating  new  audiences. 

Tlie  novelty  of  Spanish  dialogue  films 
are  wearing  off  in  the  opinion  of  Fred  S. 
Gulbransen,  RKO  manager  for  Panama. 
He  contends  the  new  sales  tax  there  has 
hurt  business. 

Gordon  New’s  job  keeps  him  on  the 
water  quite  a bit.  As  RKO’s  manager  in 
Trinidad  he  must  service  some  70  thea- 
tres on  the  Leeward  and  Windward  Isl- 
ands and  British  and  Dutch  Guinea. 

389  Houses  in  28  States 
Cater  to  Negro  Trade 

New  York — There  are  approximately 
389  theatres  in  28  states  catering  to 
Negroes,  according  to  a survey  prepared 
by  the  motion  picture  division  of  the  de- 
partment of  commerce. 

New  York  and  Florida  top  the  list  with 
39  each;  Texas  is  next  with  26;  Virginia 
has  22,  and  Illinois,  21.  Only  the  four 
mentioned  and  the  following  states  are 
listed  as  having  theatres  catering  to  the 
Negro:  Alabama,  Arkansas,  California, 
Colorado,  District  of  Columbia,  Georgia, 
Indiana,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Maryland,  Michigan,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina, 
Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee  and  West  Virginia. 


Either  He's  Modest  or  Camera  Shy — Metropolitan  phot 

Anyhow,  it’s  Louis  Schine  of  the  circuit  bearmg  his  name.  Here  photo- 
graphed with  his  children — Dorene  and  Louis — and  the  missus  at  the 
French  Pavilion  dinner  which  wound  up  the  RKO  convention. 
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Keeps  io  Code  Palh 
Despite  Dissents 

New  York — Encouraged  by  numerous 
tributes  paid  him  for  trying  to  promote 
industry  peace,  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M 
general  sales  manager  and  sub -committee 
chairman  for  distributors,  openly  declares, 
“I  know  we  are  on  the  right  path  and  I 
will  not  be  deterred  by  a few,  or  a very 
few,  in  this  business  who  seek  to  sow  the 
seed  of  discontent.  What  they  hope  to 
gain,  I don’t  know,”  he  told  approximate- 
ly 175  men  who  gathered  at  the  Astor 
Hotel  for  a testimonial  luncheon  given  by 
Motion  Picture  Associates  for  Leo  Abrams, 
new  Universal  short  subject  sales  man- 
ager, and  David  A.  Levy,  his  successor  as 
local  branch  manager. 

“But  I can  tell  you,”  he  continued,  “that 
in  a short  time  we  will  have  an  industry 
program  so  that  all  of  us  can  live  more 
happily.  I,  for  one,  do  not  propose  to  be 
deterred  by  a fraction  from  going  forward. 
I am  going  ahead.” 

Following  Harry  Brandt,  president  of 
the  ITOA,  who  contributed  to  the  verbal 
bouquets,  Rodgers  prefaced  his  remarks, 
stating,  “EVen  though,  from  all  appear- 
ances, I have  slightly  been  slapped  not 
by  the  slightest  imagination  do  I propose 
to  stay  down. 

“In  the  main,”  he  added,  “all  the  folks 
engaged  in  the  industry  have  kindly  feel- 
ings toward  each  other.”  He  then  re- 
ferred to  Allied  without  mentioning  the 
organization’s  name,  although  Brandt  pull- 
ed no  punch  and  again  lashed  at  Allied 
for  its  conduct  at  Minneapolis. 

Max  ~A.~  Cohenri>resident  of  Allied  of 
New  York,  opened  his  brief  talk  by  stat- 
ing, “I  am  known  as  Allied’s  bad  boy,  but 
I hope  to  receive  some  measure  of  kind- 
ness as  shown  to  Abrams  and  Levy.” 

Nizer  Cites  “War" 

Attorney  Louis  Nizer  also  digressed  from 
the  general  compliments  bestowed  on  the 
guests  of  honor,  he  pointed  out,  “There 
is  a war  raging  in  the  industry.  Since 
the  first  of  the  year  34  anti-trust  suits 
have  been  filed.” 

He  then  went  on  to  tell  the  listeners 
what  it  meant  in  losses  to  the  industry. 
Here  he  singled  out  Rodgers  for  the  work 
he  has  been  doing  toward  finding  a peace- 
ful solution  and  concluded  with  “I  think  his 
hand  should  not  have  been  slapped.” 

Levy  and  Abrams  heard  words  of  praise 
from  Bill  Scully,  Tom  Connors,  Jack  Ellis 
in  addition  to  tributes  from  Rodgers,  Nizer, 
Brandt  and  Cohen. 

Chairman  Ellis  summed  up  the  after- 
noon’s festivities  by  saying,  “I  would  have 
made  this  a triple  feature  if  I had  known 
in  time  that  Harry  Harris  would  be  here.” 

It  was  also  disclosed  at  the  luncheon 
that  the  Motion  Picture  Associates  are 
considering  the  building  of  a home  for 
the  needy  and  sick  of  the  industry.  And 
if  the  organization  will  profit  by  a change 
of  a name,  it  may  take  that  course  to 
raise'  the  necessary  funds. 

On  this  score,  the  guests  were  told  that 
the  Motion  Picture  Associates  had  made 
a request  to  the  Will  Rogers  Fund  for  a 
share  of  the  moneys  collected  in  the  New 


York  theatres  since  the  task  of  collecting 
for  the  industry’s  needy  is  becoming  a 
greater  drain  on  the  resources  of  the  or- 
ganization each  year. 

Seated  with  Levy  and  Abrams  on  the 
dais  were  Rodgers,  Scully,  Brandt,  Nizer, 
Connors,  Bill  Sussman,  W.  J!  Heineman, 
Moe  Saunders,  Ellis,  Si  Fabian,  Sol  Trau- 
ner,  Moe  Fraum  and  Charlie  Panzer. 

Spotted  at  random  were  the  following: 
Bernie  Brooks,  Leon  Rosenblatt,  Irv  Doll- 
inger,  Walter  Reade  jr.,  Leo  Justin,  A1 
Reade,  Sid  Danow,  Dave  Snapper,  Fi’ank 
Dennis,  Joe  Katch,  Ed  Stern,  John  Benos, 
Harold  Blumenthal,  Ben  Knoble,  Irv  and 
A1  Margolies,  Irv  Wormser,  Nat  Cohn,  Jack 
Hattem,  Morris  Epstein,  Sid  Picker. 

Also,  Leo  Jacoby,  Harry  Decker,  Leo 
Brecker,  Irv  Rothenberg,  Dan  Ponticello, 
Max  Fried,  Ed  Peskay,  Bill  Brown,  Bob 
Wolff,  Louis  Kutinsky,  Moe  Streimer,  Dave 
Berkan,  Clarence  Eisman,  Jerry  Wilson, 
Harry  Thomas,  Jack  Parkas,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Joe  Lee,  Abe  Blumstein,  Bill  Schnit- 
zer,  Nat  Goldberg,  Harry  Furst,  Howard 
Levy,  Ben  Abner,  Jack  Bowen,  Harry 
Hecht,  Howard  Goldbremer. 


Western  Penn.  Rejects 

Pittsburgh  — The  local  Allied  unit,  the 
MPTO  of  western  Pennsylvania,  has  re- 
jected the  code  in  line  with  the  national 
organization’s  policy. 


ITOA  Again  Favors 
Adoption  of  Code 

New  York — Members  of  the  ITOA 
again  adopted  a stand  in  favor  of  the  code, 
following  a report  by  Harry  Brandt,  presi- 
dent, on  the  Allied  convention  in  Minne- 
apolis. The  adoption  provides  certain 
changes  in  the  arbitration  setup  on  clear- 
ances are  to  be  made  before  the  unit  will 
sign. 


Code  Confab  July  6 

Asbury  Park — Allied  of  New  Jersey, 
meeting  here,  tabled  discussion  and  ac- 
tion on  the  code  until  July  6.  George 
Gold,  president,  presided  at  the  session 
which  had  a poor  turnout.  Hence  the  de- 
cision to  postpone  the  report  of  the 
Minneapolis  convention  developments. 


Fabian  Approves  Code 

New  York — Admitting  he  has  not  re- 
ceived a copy  of  the  code  or  read  the  full 
text  published  in  the  trade  papers.  Si 
Fabian,  head  of  the  Fabian  circuit,  tells 
Boxoffice,  “From  what  I have  read  in  the 
papers  I am  in  favor  of  the  code.” 


At  the  testimonial  luncheon  given  by  Motion  Picture  Associates  for  Leo 
Abrams,  promoted  from  Universal’s  New  York  branch  manager  to  short  sub- 
ject sales  manager,  and  for  David  A.  Levy,  who  resigned  as  M-G-M  exchange 
manager  to  succeed  the  former  at  “U.”  Left  to  right  in  the  top  photo  are 
Levy,  William  F.  Rodgers,  Louis  Nizer  and  Thomas  J.  Connors.  Below,  in  the 
same  order.  Si  Fabian,  Harry  Brandt,  William  Scully,  Leo  Abrams  and  Jack 
Ellis. 
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All  the  Way  From  Buenos  Aires — Metropolitan  Phot 

Gut/  P.  Morgan,  general  manager  for  UA  in  the  Argentine,  in  New  York 
on  one  of  his  infrequent  visits  for  home  office  meetings  and  a bit  of  vacation. 
What  the  cameraman  caught  as  the  Brazil  docked;  Morgan,  Mrs.  Morgan, 
daughter  Betty,  Walter  Gould,  UA’s  division  manager  for  Latin- America; 
Gloria,  the  elder  Morgan  daughter;  Clemente  Lococo,  managing  director  of 
the  Opera  theatre  in  Buenos  Aires,  and  Mrs.  Lococo. 

(Story  on  page  18) 


Carew  Reserves  Decision 
On  Disney-RCA  Petition 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice  John 
Carew  has  reserved  decision  on  an  appli- 
cation by  Walt  Disney  Enterprises,  Ltd., 
and  RCA  Mfg.  Co.  to  preclude  Adriana 
Caselotti  from  giving  evidence  surround- 
ing certain  important  points,  in  connec- 
tion with  her  $200,000  action  against  them. 

Miss  Caselotti,  the  “voice”  of  “Snow 
White.”  claims  RCA  dubbed  her  voice  from 
the  film’s  sound  track  to  records,  millions 
of  which  were  sold.  She  claims  this  is  in 
violation  of  an  agreement  whereby  her 
voice  was  to  be  used  in  the  picture  only. 

The  defendants  seek  to  prevent  testimony 
at  the  trial  on  three  points.  First,  they 
seek  to  prevent  her  from  stating  they 
dubbed  her  voice  from  the  sound  track. 
Next  they  seek  to  prevent  her  from  say- 
ing she  was  prevented  from  obtaining  em- 
ployment by  RCA  for  that  purpose  and, 
lastly,  that,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
she  would  have  to  sing  in  order  to  make 
the  recordings. 


“Voice"  to  Testify 

New  York — The  request  of  Disney  and 
RCA  to  preclude  Adriana  Caselotti  from 
giving  evidence  on  the  phonograph  record- 
ing of  her  voice  in  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs”  suit,  has  been  denied  by 
the  state  supreme  court. 


Universal  Files  Denial 
To  Plagiarism  Charge 

New  York — Universal  Pictures  have  filed 
a denial  in  the  federal  court  to  charges 
of  plagiarism  against  them  by  Howard  Y. 
Bary.  Other  defendants  include  Lester 
Cowan,  W.  C.  Fields,  A1  Wagner  and  Ann 
Dempster,  doing  business  as  the  A1  Wag- 
ner Theatrical  Agency. 

Bary  seeks  $307,000  damages  claiming 
plagiarism  of  his  story  “A  Circus  Episode” 
in  “You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man.” 


Societe  Pathe  Cinema,  S,A, 
Agents  Must  File  Suit 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice  Wil- 
liam T.  Collins  has  refused  to  grant  Mau- 
rice Manger  and  Marcel  Coutant,  as  trus- 
tees and  receivers  of  Societe  Pathe  Cine- 
ma, S.  A.  a judgment  against  Harold 
Auten  and  declared  the  issues  of  the  dis- 
pute must  go  to  trial. 

Manger  and  Coutant  claim  that  on  April 
29,  1933,  they  appointed  Auten  as  exclu- 
sive agent  for  the  sale  of  the  American 
film  rights  of  seven  of  their  pictures. 
Auten  was  to  report  to  them  each  week 
on  his  progress.  It  is  claimed  he  has  re- 
fused to  pay  and  a $197,000  suit  has  been 
instituted  against  him,  asking  an  injunc- 
tion to  prevent  further  distribution  and 
damages. 

Auten  has  filed  a counter  action  for 
$17,500,  claiming  this  as  his  commission  on 
having  secured  all  the  RKO  product  in 
the  1933-34  season  for  the  plaintiffs.  They 
paid  $175,000  for  it,  he  claims,  and  says 
he  is  entitled  to  10  per  cent.  He  also 
asserts  the  plaintiffs  have  transferred  all 
rights  to  the  seven  films  to  Devon  Films 
Corp.  and  thus  have  no  legal  standing  in 
the  controversy. 

Grant  RKO  Stay  of  Order 
For  Pre-Trial  Queries 

New  York — RKO  has  obtained  a stay  of 
the  order  for  examination  before  trial  in 
the  action  brought  by  H.  and  S.  Bonn 
pending  appeal.  Bonn  charges  the  White 
Plains  Hamilton  Corp.,  RKO  Film  Book- 
ing Corp.  and  RKO  Bervice  Corp.  “conspir- 
ed together  and  formed  a deliberate  design 
and  purpose  of  improperly  increasing  the 
expenses  in  operation  of  the  White  Plains 
in  order  to  reduce  the  amount  of  percent- 
age rentals  payable  to  the  plaintiff.” 

The  Bonns,  as  landlords,  charge  the  de- 
fendants have  refused  to  pay  $200,000  in 
back  rentals. 


No  More  Money  for 
U.  S.  Film  Service 

Washington — Agreeing  with  the  House 
as  to  the  undesirability  of  the  rapidly 
mounting  costs  of  government  motion  pic- 
ture operations,  the  senate  appropriations 
commission  recommends  that  no  funds  be 
provided  for  maintenance  of  the  U.  B. 
film  service  after  June  30,  when  it  is 
transferred  from  the  national  emergency 
council  to  the  federal  security  agency  as 
part  of  the  office  of  education. 

Reporting  the  relief  appropriation  reso- 
lution June  27,  carrying  funds  for  relief 
projects  during  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  the  committee  disclosed  that  it 
had  rejected  a subcommittee  recommen- 
dation that  the  film  service  be  given 
$150,000  of  the  $335,000  it  sought,  and 
that  no  funds  were  carried  in  the  measure 
for  that  activity. 

The  committee,  however,  did  not  ac- 
cept the  House’s  action  in  providing  for 
discontinuance  of  the  federal  theatre  pro- 
ject on  June  30  but,  while  it  authorized 
its  continuance,  provided  that  after  Octo- 
ber 31  such  projects  would  require  local 
sponsorship  the  same  as  all  other  WPA  ac- 
tivities. The  four  arts  projects,  of  which 
theatres  was  one,  it  was  disclosed,  have 
been  the  only  projects  on  which  the  fed- 
eral government  bore  the  entire  cost. 

Latest  figures  on  the  activities  of  the 
theatre  project,  laid  before  the  commit- 
tee showed  that  during  the  ten  months 
ended  May  31  total  expenditures  were 
$9,949,999,  and  during  the  nine  months 
ended  April  30  boxoffice  collections  ag- 
gregated $679,644.  Approximately  7,900 
persons  are  now  on  the  rolls  of  the  pro- 
ject, it  was  said. 

Ross  Federal's  Research 
Group  Doubles  Stail 

New  York — Testimony  to  the  rising 
sweep  of  the  research  industry  as  a force 
in  the  operations  of  advertisers  and 
merchandising  specialists  is  evidenced  in 
the  doubling  of  Ross  Federal’s  research 
production  staff  during  the  last  three 
months.  For  the  second  time  in  six 
months  the  company  has  enlarged  its  of- 
fice space. 

Primary  reason  for  the  increased  aware- 
ness of  market  research  among  advertisers 
and  merchants,  according  to  C.  B.  Ross,  is 
the  intimate  knowledge  of  the  wishes  and 
preferences  of  the  ultimate  consumer  ap- 
plied through  research  as  a means  of 
fighting  competition. 

Federal  Suit  Postpones 
Exchange's  Holidays 

Albany — Vacations  were  postponed  by 
at  least  one  major  exchange  here,  in  or- 
der to  prepare  an  analysis  of  every  ac- 
count, for  possible  use  in  defense  of  the 
government’s  suit  against  that  and  other 
producing-distributing  companies.  The 
home  office  issued  instructions  to  make  a 
detailed  report  on  all  theatres  sold  prod- 
uct. The  analysis  plan  was  not  under- 
taken in  some  other  local  exchanges, 
which  started  vacations  per  schedule. 
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Picture  Pioneers  Do 
Themselves  Proud 

New  York— Jack  Cohn  has  taken  the 
art  of  kibitzing  away  from  the  curbstone 
and  lifted  it  into  the  sonorous  surround- 
ings of  the  Barbary  Room. 

In  other  words,  it  cost  over  50  privi- 
leged pranksters  $10  each  to  assemble 
Thursday  evening  and  swap  a lot  of  25- 
year~old  stories  that  haven’t  been  heard 
since  “My  Mother  Was  a Lady”  was  wowin’ 
’em  on  Broadway. 

It  seems  that  each  of  the  assembled 
gents  has  been  in  the  film  business  for 
at  least  a quarter  of  a century  and 
answered  the  call  of  Cohn  because  he 
thought  it  was  about  time  some  sentiment 
re-entered  the  industry.  Along  with  the 
sentiment  the  men  received  18  karat  gold 
cards  informing  all  concerned  they  are 
now  members  of  the  Picture  Pioneers. 

The  cards  are  signed  by  Cohn,  “house 
manager,”  and  Hal  Hode,  “ticket  taker.” 

So  the  assemblage  elected  Jack  Cohn  as 
permanent  “house  manager,”  or  president. 
The  executive  committee  meets  shortly  to 
name  additional  officers.  Personnel  of  the 
committee  is  Marvin  Schenck,  George  J. 
Schaefer,  Herman  Robbins,  Joe  Hornstein, 
Harry  Brandt,  Harry  Buckley,  Cohn  and 
Hode. 

The  evening  was  spent  mostly  in  swap- 
ping reminiscenses.  It  was  apparent  no 
one  was  out  for  any  good.  The  convic- 
tion grew  when  the  walls  resounded  with 
the  part  some  of  the  men  have  played 
in  shaping  the  industry.  When  the  claims 
began  to  overlap,  the  men  were  reminded 
they  were  gathered  mostly  for  relaxation. 
So  they  had  to  sit  and  watch  some  ar- 
cha'c  slides  and  other  gems  Hode  ran 
through  a magic  lantern  machine. 

There  was  some  entertainment  on  the 
side,  but  which  side  no  one  is  saying.  A 
false  front  of  1914  vintage,  a mess  of  brown 
derbys  and  a pile  of  ageing  scene  stills, 
including  a few  from  “The  Virgin’s  Di- 
lemma.” carried  out  the  theme  of  the  af- 
fair. Anyhow,  the  Barbary  Room  is  at  19 
East  52nd  St.,  the  party  was  such  a suc- 
cess that  Cohn  is  going  to  charter  out- 
of-town  chapters,  and  among  those  present 
were: 

Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  S.  S.  Krellberg, 
Rube  Jackter,  Louis  Astor,  Robbins, 
Hode,  Arthur  A.  Lee,  C.  C.  Pettijohn, 
Leo  Brecher,  G.  B.  Odium,  Ben  Blum- 
enthal,  Harry  M.  Buxbaum,  Leo  Ab- 
rams, P.  S.  Harrison,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Ed- 
ward A.  Golden,  J.  E.  Brulatour,  Ned  E. 
Depinet,  Harry  H.  Thomas,  Schenck, 
W.  F.  Rodgers,  Louis  Blumenthal,  Wil- 
liam Brandt,  Leopold  Friedman,  R.  N. 
Phelps,  Paul  Gulick,  George  P.  Dembow, 
George  W.  Weeks,  Fred  McConnell,  B.  S. 
Moss,  Clayton  E.  Bond,  B.  K.  Blake,  Sam- 
uel Rubenstein,  L.  J.  Schlaifer,  A.  C.  Hay- 
man.  A.  P.  Waxman,  Dan  Michalove,  Leon 
Bamberger,  M.  J.  Weisfeldt,  Jake  Milstein, 
Saul  E.  Rogers,  Henry  Siegel,  Buckley, 
Sam  E.  Morris,  Joseph  J.  Lee,  Thomas 
J.  Connors,  Moe  Streimer,  Samuel  Rinz- 
ler,  Robert  S.  Wolff,  Joseph  M.  Sei- 
der,  “Chick”  Lewis,  John  C.  Plinn,  Abe 
Montague,  S.  H.  Fabian,  Hornstein, 
Emil  C.  Jensen,  A.  S.  Aaronson  and  Sam 
Dembow. 


RCA  Makes  a Couple  of  Promotions — 

Above,  left,  is  George  Fred  W.  Wentker,  now  assistant  manager  of  RCA’s 
Photophone  division.  He  was  formerly  assistant  manager  of  the  service 
division.  Above,  right,  is  W.  L.  Jones,  now  national  service  manager,  but 
formerly  in  charge  of  service  activities.  Edward  C.  Cahill,  manager  of  the 
Photophone  division,  made  these  appointments,  but  coyitinues  to  supervise 
the  national  service  division.  This  hairline  difference  in  title  and  duty  is  all 
very  official,  however. 


National  Theatres  Readies 
M-G-M  Pact  by  Areas 

New  York — Although  the  term  of  the 
deal  has  not  yet  been  set,  National  Thea- 
tres has  started  working  out  details  of 
the  M-G-M  new  pact  by  divisions. 

Larry  Kent,  chief  Fox  West  Coast 
booker,  and  George  Hickey,  coast  district 
manager,  and  Clayton  Lynch,  Los  Angeles 
branch  manager  for  M-G-M,  this  week  be- 
gan talks  with  home  office  executives. 
Rick  Ricketson,  Rocky  Mountain  division 
head  for  the  circuit,  on  his  trip  here  a 
few  weeks  ago  worked  out  most  of  his 
situations.  Kent,  Hickey  and  Lynch  plan 
to  remain  about  a month.  They  are  con- 
ferring with  William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager,  and  E.  M.  Saunders,  for 
M-G-M,  and  J.  J.  Sullivan,  William  T. 
Powers,  Edward  Zabel  and  Milton  Hoss- 
feld,  for  National. 

J.  J.  Maloney,  district  manager;  Frank 
Drew,  Cleveland  branch  head,  and  Ed- 
ward Booth,  Cincinnati  exchange  manager 
for  M-G-M,  are  due  in  after  July  4 on  new 
deals.  Ralph  Pielow,  Albany;  Ralph  Maw, 
Buffalo,  will  be  in  town  in  a few  days.  Bob 
Lynch,  Philadelphia  district  head,  was 
here  Wednesday.  E.  K.  (Ted)  O’Shea,  east- 
ern M-G-M  district  manager,  made  a tour 
of  the  South  last  week. 


Bobby  Vernon,  Comedian, 
Is  Buried  in  Hollywood 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  for  Bobby 
Vernon,  actor,  v/ere  conducted  here.  He 
died  from  a heart  attack  at  40. 

Vernon,  as  a slapstick  protagonist  of 
Mack  Sennett  and  other  early  comedy  pro- 
ducers, was  one  of  the  first  participants 
in  the  pie-throwing  episodes  that  char- 
acterized the  early  comedies. 


Manton  Ruling  in  Fox  Case 
Upheld  in  Appeals  Court 

New  York — The  circuit  court  of  appeals 
has  upheld  former  Judge  Martin  T.  Man- 
ton  and  denied  the  application  of  the 
Trust  Company  of  Georgia  for  a position 
as  a priority  creditor  of  Fox  Theatres 
Corp. 

The  company  entered  suit  Aug.  29,  1932, 
for  $1,012,333,  claiming  breach  of  lease  on 
a theatre  site  in  Atlanta,  guaranteed  by 
Fox  Theatres.  The  claim  was  eventually 
reduced  to  $400,000  by  agreement  and  al- 
lowed as  a general  claim. 

This,  the  Trust  Company  objected  to, 
saying  it  was  entitled  to  a priority,  or  full 
payment.  As  a general  creditor,  it  will 
receive  an  eight  per  cent  dividend  on  the 
claim. 


Examination  Petition  in 
"Lincoln"  Suit  July  17 

New  York — Robert  E.  Sherwood  and 
Playwrights  Producing  Co.  will  petition  the 
supreme  court  July  17  to  examine  20th 
Century-Fox,  through  Darryl  F.  Zanuck 
and  Charles  E.  McCarthy,  on  their  suit 
for  an  injunction  against  “Young  Mr.  Lin- 
coln.” Sherwood  contends  the  picture 
causes  confusion  in  the  public  mind,  in 
that  it  is  being  associated  with  his  play, 
“Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois.” 

Among  points  on  which  the  plaintiff 
will  examine  Zanuck  and  McCarthy  are 
the  lack  of  demand  for  a Lincoln  film  prior 
to  the  production  of  the  Sherwood  play, 
the  reasons  why  20th-Pox  never  produced 
its  script,  “The  Young  Lawyer  Out  of  the 
West,”  and  why  the  title  of  this  script 
was  changed  to  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln.” 


Paramount  Week  Sept.  3-9 

New  York  — Paramount  Week  will  be 
observed  September  3 to  9. 
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QOL.  BILL  DONOVAN  was  among  the 
passengers  on  the  Pan  American  Clip- 
per Dixie,  which  took  off  Wednesday  from 
Port  Washington  for  Lisbon.  From  there 
he  hopped  another  plane  for  Marseilles  and 
then  proceeded  to  Paris.  Other  stopovers 
include  Berlin,  Copenhagen,  Oslo  and  Lon- 
don. He  will  sail  from  London  on  the 
Queen  Mary  for  New  York,  July  14  . . . 
Tyrone  Power  and  the  missus,  better 
known  as  Annabella,  got  in  Wednesday 
from  the  coast  by  plane  and  sailed  Satur- 
day on  the  Italian  liner  Rex  for  a two- 
month  vacation.  On  the  itinerary  are  the 
following  stopovers:  Italy,  France,  Eng- 
land, Belgium,  the  Netherlands  and  Ger- 
many. While  in  France,  Tyrone  will  meet 
his  wife’s  family  for  the  first  time  ...  Si 
Fabian  is  limping,  having  banged  his  right 
foot  recently  . . . Leo  Justin  made  a tour 
of  the  Reade  shore  houses  during  the 
week.  Incidentally,  he’s  living  in  town  this 
summer  and  trying  to  forget  Asbury  Park. 

Henri  Elman  and  Johnny  Mednikow, 
Chicago  independent  distributors,  were  in 
town  for  the  Louis-Galento  fracas.  Which 
is  in  keeping  with  the  tradition  of  the  two 
men.  No  matter  where  a championship 
fight  is  held  you  will  always  find  them 
present  . . . Jack  D.  Trop  is  paying  his  first 
visit  to  New  York  in  two  years.  He  lost 
considerable  weight  since  he  was  here  last, 
but  says  he’s  feeling  fine.  He  has  a deal 
on  for  the  broadcasting  rights  to  his  story, 
“Three  Angels,”  which  would  be  known  as 
“Mother  Gales”  on  the  radio,  if  and  when 
a deal  is  consummated  by  Bill  Lengel,  his 
agent  . . . N.  L.  Nathanson  and  his  son, 
Paul,  are  around  town,  but  mostly  on  their 
yacht  Thalassa,  which  is  docked  at  the 


It's  Ben  Abner — 

Introducing  M-G-M’s  new  acting 
branch  mariager  for  New  Jersey  and 
Long  Island,  replacing  Dave  Levy,  re- 
cently appointed  Universal  branch 
manager.  A salesman  for  the  com- 
pany for  13  years,  Abner’s  appointment 
is  in  keeping  with  the  company’s  pol- 
icy of  promotion  from  the  ranks. 


World’s  Fair  basin.  They  plan  to  return  to 
Toronto  in  a few  days  . . . Mrs.  M.  A. 
Lightman,  wife  of  the  Malco  president, 
visited  Paramount’s  World’s  Fair  lounge 
the  other  day. 

AAA  note:  That  eight-cylinder  Hud- 
son with  the  BW-12  license  plate  in  front 
of  the  Paramount  Theatre,  or  on  the  side 
of  it,  in  fact,  is  none  other  than  Bob 
Weitman’s  . . . Milton  Maier  of  the  RKO 
legal  department  heads  for  Lake  Cham- 
plain July  15  for  a vacation  . . . Bill 
Pine  was  in  from  the  coast  en  route  to 
Canada  on  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  next  pic- 
ture . . . Ross  Federal  promotions:  John 
J.  Tarpey  jr.,  recently  branch  auditor,  is 
now  director  of  budget  operations,  and 
Robert  Pollard,  chief  accountant,  is  now 
branch  auditor  with  Charles  Taylor  suc- 
ceeding to  the  post  of  new  chief  ac- 
countant . . . Albert  Sergio,  Mexican  mu- 
sician and  arranger,  will  handle  the  Latin 
versions  of  Monogram’s  “Girl  From  Rio,” 
which  E.  B.  Derr  is  producing  . . . Max 
Herschmann  of  National  Screen  was  in 
Wilkes  Barre  visiting  the  Comerford  the- 
atres the  other  day. 

Moe  Streimer  on  Fridays  has  a perma- 
nent date  with  his  daughter,  Faybelle,  to 
go  fishing  off  the  Jersey  coast  . . . Paul 
Benjamin  has  dropped  25  pounds  in  the 
last  15  weeks  . . . J.  Robert  Rubin,  for 
some  reason,  calls  Jack  Cosman  the  baron 
. . . Oscar  Doob,  Loew  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising head,  at  the  dedication  of  the 
M-G-M  World’s  Fair  information  booth  in 
Times  Square  chirped:  “Surprising  how 
many  people  stay  out  of  Loew  theatres  for 
things  like  this.”  M.  A.  Siinoiis,  who  edits 
The  Distributor,  M-G-M  house  organ,  had 
a pass  for  the  festivities,  but  couldn’t  get 
past  the  police  lines.  Efforts  of  M-G-M 
executives  would  not  sway  the  gendarmes 
who  had  their  hands  full  with  the  crowds. 

'Two  deaths  in  Local  B-51  ranks  were 
noted  last  week.  Ray  Goldstein,  an  ex- 
aminer at  the  20th-Fox  exchange  and 
sister  of  Bessie,  secretary  to  Moe  Sanders, 
and  Angie  O’Donohue,  examiner  at  the 
Warner  branch,  passed  away  . . . Patsy 
Kelly  is  due  from  the  coast  via  automo- 
bile in  a few  days  . . . Roland  Young  is 
back  from  the  coast  after  making  a Para- 
mount picture  . . . Mel  Heyman’s  family 
is  spending  the  summer  at  Long  Beach, 
which  makes  Mel  a commuter  for  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Visitors  to  the  RKO  exhibitors’  lounge 
are  increasing  steadily  in  the  last  few 
days  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of  signa- 
tures added  to  the  guest  book.  Among 
those  who  dropped  in  to  say  hello  are: 
John  Connor  jr..  Savoy,  Glace  Bay,  Nova 
Scotia;  R.  I.  Payne,  R.  E.  Griffith  The- 
atres, Dallas;  S.  and  H.  Firestone,  Fire- 
stone Theatres,  Toronto;  J.  Smith,  Kum 
C.,  Toronto;  T.  M.  Stevenson,  Chief,  Ober- 
lin,  Kas.;  Harry  E.  Welch,  Glen,  Glen 
Burnie,  Md.;  Mort  D.  Goldberg,  G.  C.  S. 
circuit,  Chicago;  Hyman,  Ben  and  Fan 
Jacobson,  Dixie,  Louisville;  Leo  T.  Jones, 
Star,  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Joseph  Hai- 
movici,  theatre  owner  from  Bucharest; 
M.  Shapiro,  Radio,  Baltimore;  J.  S.  Cau- 
ley,  Capitol,  Peterboro,  Ont.;  Joe  Gold- 


stein of  Fanchon  & Marco,  St.  Louis;  Nate 
Evans  and  Chalmer  Cullins  of  the  Savoy 
and  Orpheum,  Memphis;  A.  R.  Cooper, 
Prince  Edward,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Ed- 
ward, Can.;  H.  R.  Munz,  Century,  De- 
troit, Mich.;  Nat  Williams,  Interstate  En- 
terprises, Thomasville,  Ga.;  Carl  A.  Rus- 
sell, Valencia,  Evanston,  III.;  H.  M.  Loew- 
enstein  of  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co., 
Ardmore,  Okla.;  C.  Martinez  Davila,  Mar- 
tinez, Santiago,  Chile,  and  Lane  King, 
Adrian,  Adrian,  Minn. 

Herb  Berg  leaves  July  18  on  a two- 
week  vacation.  Hunting  whales,  or  what- 
ever is  running  off  Montauk  Point  . . . 
Tom  Waller  on  Friday  embarks  on  a two- 
week  respite,  as  does  Homer  Harman, 
publicity  director  for  the  Roxy,  who  is 
heading  for  St.  Louis.  In  the  latter  city 
he  will  meet  up  again  with  his  family 
which  he  hasn’t  seen  since  his  last  va- 
cation . . . Joan  Blondell,  Dick  Powell 
and  Edward  Everett  Horton  are  slated 
to  make  appearances  in  straw  hat  shows 
at  the  Spa,  Saratoga  Springs,  this  summer. 
. . . Roy  Haines  is  reported  taking  secret 
golf  lessons  from  two  professionals  for  a 
long-pending  match  with  Walter  Hoff- 
man, Morristown  general  manager  of  the 
Reade  Circuit,  and  Dick  Kearny  of  the 
Feiber  & Shea  circuit.  Haines  has  never 
been  able  to  beat  Hoffman  and  Kearny, 
but  he  promises  to  some  day. 

Ann  Rosenthal  has  changed  her  mind 
about  going  to  the  coast.  Her  sister  has 
come  on  for  the  World’s  Fair  and  a gen- 
eral get-together  . . . J.  J.  Sullivan  and 
Larry  Kent  are  having  a sort  of  reunion 
in  New  York  the  last  fortnight,  but  most- 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

"Grand  Old  Lady"  Visits — 

May  Robson,  veteran  stage  and  film 
trouper,  in  New  York  on  a vacation 
and,  it  so  happens,  as  “Daughters 
Courageous”  in  which  she  appears 
plays  the  Strand.  In  two  or  three 
weeks.  Miss  Robson  returns  to  Holly- 
wood to  start  tests  for  “Four  Wives,” 
also  for  Warner. 
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ly  on  product  deals  . . . Dave  Blum 
couldn’t  reduce  his  quota  of  cigars  a day 
so  cut  them  out  all  together  . . . Benja- 
min Trustman,  counsel  for  M&P,  was 
among  the  first  World’s  Fair  visitors  at 
the  Paramount  lounge  . . . Clifford  E. 
Giesseman,  former  general  manager  for 
United  Detroit  Theatres,  is  now  with  Altec 
in  the  middle  west  . . . Harold  Rosson, 
Garson  Kanin,  Sam  Levene,  Erich  Pom- 
mer  and  Grace  Moore  sailed  on  the  Nor- 
mandie the  other  day  for  England  and 
Europe  . . . Florence  Browning  is  hack 
from  her  vacation,  spent  at  her  summer 
home  in  the  hills  of  Connecticut  . . . Mur- 
ray Silverstone  is  summering  it  at  Mama- 
roneck  . . . H.  M.  Richey,  who  has  been 
living  at  Scarsdale,  moved  into  the  city 
for  the  summer  months.  Sort  of  reverse 
procedure. 

Herbert  Wilcox,  production  of  “Nurse 
Edith  Cavell”  behind  him,  arrives  in  Lon- 
don aboard  the  Normandie  Monday  . . . 
Street  scene:  Phil  Reisman  strolling  down 
5th  Ave.  . . . Manny  Wolfe,  former  head 
of  the  editorial  board  of  the  Paramoimt 
studio,  sailed  for  Europe  Saturday  after 
driving  across  the  country  and  visiting  his 
family  at  Hibbing,  Minn.,  while  in  the  pro- 
cess . . . Irving  Hoffman  is  handling  pub- 
licity for  Coney  Island  . . . Larry  'Reid  has 
been  to  the  Fair  umpty-umpty  times  and 
never  seems  to  grow  tired  of  the  show  over 
on  the  Flushing  Meadows. 

Harry  Moskowitz  sailed  Friday  on  the 
Santa  Elena  for  a two-week  vacation 
cruise  to  the  West  Indies.  Back  July  18 
Joe  Unger  is  touring  the  Adirondacks  and 
is  due  back  Wednesday  . . . Claude  Ezell 
is  in  town  again,  having  come  north  from 
Atlanta  . . . John  Hicks  left  for  the  coast 
Friday,  en  route  to  Australia.  Due  to  re- 
turn middle  of  September  . . . Max  Cohen, 
the  Brooklyn  exhibitor,  heads  the  local  Al- 
lied unit  and  is  regional  vice-president. 
George  Abramson  has  been  named  regional 
secretary  and  Louis  Goidel,  Cohen’s  part- 
ner in  the  Paras-Court,  is  head  of  the 
grievance  committee  . . . Jewel  Hart,  daugh- 
ter of  E.  Schwartz  of  Trailer-Made  and 
who  has  appeared  in  a number  of  Broad- 
way plays,  is  engaged  to  Joseph  Cohn,  son 
of  Columbia’s  vice-president  . . . Jules 
Levy  and  Cresson  E.  Smith  made  a flying 
trip  to  Des  Moines  over  the  weekend  . . . 
George  Skouras  has  temporarily  darkened 
the  Rivoli  for  alterations. 

Wally  Feignoux,  Walt  Disney  repre- 
sentative for  Continental  Europe,  has  gone 
to  the  coast  for  a look-see  at  the  studios 
before  returning  to  Paris  on  the  Cham- 
plain July  1 . . . George  W.  Weeks  is  off 
on  a tour  of  21  Monogram  exchanges  that 
should  keep  him  away  close  to  seven 
weeks.  He  will  cover  the  middle  west, 
southwest,  coast,  northwest  and  Canada 
. . . Richard  Rowland  is  in  from  the  coast 
and  may  turn  up  with  a deal  that  will 
see  him  releasing  his  own  productions 
through  a major  company  . . . Ray  Mil- 
land  arrived  from  England  on  the  Nor- 
mandie Monday  and  planed  out  the  same 
day  for  the  Paramount  studios  . . . Jack 
Benny,  Andy  Devine  and  “Rochester”  are 
around,  having  gotten  in  from  Wauke- 
gan, 111.,  and  the  world  premiere  of  “Man 
About  Town”  in  time  for  the  film’s  open- 
ing at  the  Paramount  . . . Among  the 
visitors  to  Loew’s  home  office  were  Frank 


Continental  Manner — 

The  man  behind  the  official  gas  mask 
is  Marcel  Genteel,  sales  manager  for 
RKO  in  Paris.  Prepared  for  things  to 
come,  he  goes  over  the  map  of  his  ter- 
ritory pinning  spots  where  “Love  Af- 
fair” is  playing. 


Henson  of  Canton,  Ohio;  Robert  Suits, 
Evansville:  Stanley  Gosnell,  Toronto;  Ed- 
die Richardson,  Boston,  and  Matt  Saun- 
ders, Poli  circuit  publicity  head. 

Gangplank  Notes:  Up  the  bay  to  meet 
the  Brazil  and  Sidney  R.  Kent.  As  the 
cutter  leaves  the  Battery,  Manhattan  is 
an  inspiring  sight  at  sunrise.  Alongside 
the  Brazil  and  a friendly  wave  from  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kent  as  the  reporter  goes  up 
the  not-too-secure  ladder.  Kent  is  bronzed 
and  cheerful  and  anxious  for  a peek  at  a 
New  York  newspaper.  The  interview  in 
his  stateroom  with  the  trade  paper  repre- 
sentatives supplying  some  information  on 
the  state  of  the  industry.  Following  the 
questions,  a general  discussion  on  the 
National  League  race  and  much  surprise 
by  Kent  on  the  way  Brooklyn  is  playing 
and  the  way  the  Red  Sox  are  lagging 
behind.  Then  to  the  dining  room  for 
breakfast.  On  the  pier  but  no  Irv  Lincer, 
20th-Fox’s  official  greeter,  who  is  late  for 
the  first  time  in  years.  But  the  Brazil 
docked  much  ahead  of  schedule.  After  the 
Kents  have  gone,  young  carrot-top  Peggy 
Kent  dashes  up  with  a friend  to  find  her 
folks  are  on  the  way  home.  Also  late  and 
breathless,  Walter  Gould  dashed  in  to 
greet  UA  Argentinian  manager,  Guy  Mor- 
gan, and  Clemente  Lococo,  the  “Van 
Schmus  of  Buenos  Aires.”  Back  to  the 
office  and,  as  the  cab  passes  a furniture 
store,  a longing  look  at  a spacious  bed. 

A1  Margolies  is  commuting  from  Fire 
Island  this  summer  . . . Bernie  Mills,  for- 
mer Republic  Albany  franchise  holder, 
has  been  visiting  around  town  the  past 


few  weeks  . . . W.  J.  Shine  has  been  named 
coordinator  of  research  activities  for  Ross 
Federal  . . . W.  H.  Earles,  Seattle  branch 
manager  for  that  company,  has  finished 
a three-week  visit  to  Alaska  . . . Rich- 
ard Halliday,  new  Paramount  coast 
story  editor,  reports  July  5 at  the 
studio.  He  formerly  held  the  same  title 
in  the  east  and  Russell  Holman  made  the 
switch  last  week  . . . Richard  Mealand, 
former  associate  editor  of  Good  House- 
keeping, succeeds  Halliday  here  and  will 
share  duties  with  John  Byram,  eastern 
play  editor  and  the  man  who  goes  to  all 
the  Broadway  play  openings  . . . George 
R.  Canty,  formerly  with  the  government 
and  who  for  the  past  two  years  has  been 
general  manager  of  Continental  Europe 
for  Universal,  has  returned  to  his  diplo- 
matic post  in  Washington.  Joseph  H. 
Seidelman  hasn’t  named  a successor. 

Bill  Rodgers  missed  the  Film  Daily  golf 
tournament.  Worked  piled  up  because  of 
his  absences  from  town  the  last  few 
weeks  held  him  back  from  putting  the 
pill  around  . . . May  Robson  arrived  over 
the  weekend  for  a vacation  and  checkup 
on  friends  . . . Norman  McLeod  and  the 
missus  are  visiting  these  parts  . . . Mrs. 
Mary  McCartney , widow  of  the  late  man- 
ager of  the  Jefferson,  Punxsutawney , Pa., 
has  been  given  the  management  of  the 
house  by  Harry  Kalmine,  zone  manager 
for  the  Warner  circuit  . . . Wesley  Rug- 
gles  returned  from  abroad  Monday  on  the 
Normandie  and,  after  a few  days  in  town, 
headed  for  the  Columbia  studios  to  direct 
“Arizona.” 

Seen  lunching  at  Jack  Dempsey’s:  A1 
Herman  and  Nat  Cohn  of  the  Universal 
exchange:  Thomas  Patrick  Mulrooney, 
Walter  Gould  and  Max  Seidelman,  a Mil- 
waukee attorney  and  the  only  Seidelman 
who  is  not  in  the  film  business  . . . 
Charlie  Cohen  of  the  M-G-M  publicity 
staff,  vacationed  at  “South  Wind”  . . . 
Earle  W.  Hammons,  skipper  of  some  re- 
pute, maintained  his  high  standing  in  the 
Echo  Bay  Regatta  over  the  weekend  . . . 
Universal’s  foreign  chief,  J.  H.  Seidelman, 
returns  from  England,  July  16  . . . Squire 
Sam  E.  Morris  reports  his  corn  crop  is  do- 
ing all  right  despite  the  drought  . . . Pete 
Cotti,  Warner  district  manager  for  Cen- 
tral America,  and  Mike  Shathin,  manager 
for  Japan,  are  here  for  home  office  talks. 

Joel  Swenson  of  the  Hays  office  is  still 
looking  for  that  summer  shack,  “prefer- 
ably with  electric  lights,”  so  the  little 
Swensons  can  get  a lot  of  leg  room  and 
sunshine  . . . Harry  Brandt’s  little  Bab- 
ette  is  slowly  overcoming  the  effects  of  an 
ear  condition  that  bedded  her  . . . Ralph 
Daigh  of  Fawcett  Publications  was  in 
French  Lick,  Ind.,  where  his  company 
held  a convention  . . . The  A-Mike  Vogels 
celebrated  nine  years  of  married  life  the 
other  Thursday  . . . Harry  Mishkin,  one  of 
the  first  operators  of  a film  exchange  in 
this  territory,  is  back  in  the  swing  of 
things  with  the  Ramsey,  Ramsey,  N.  J., 
under  his  whig  . . . “You  don’t  ask  how  is 
your  business  these  days,”  quoth  Ed  Pes- 
kay,  “You  ask  where  is  it?”  Ed  has  a 
cute  answer,  too  ..  . Milton  Bren,  new 
M-G-M  producer,  was  in  town,  conferring 
with  home  office  executives. 

Laurence  Bolognino,  over  a cut  of 
(Continued  on  page  18-A) 
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Peace  in  Australia 
Seen  in  Merger 


Output  in  Argentine 
May  Increase  by  20 

New  York — Production  in  Argentine,  ac- 
cording to  Guy  P.  Morgan,  United  Artists’ 
general  manager  for  that  territory,  should 
number  approximately  70  pictures  this 
year.  About  50  films  were  produced  there 
last  year. 

Morgan  admits  that  multiple  programs 
at  subsequent  spots  are  cutting  into  the 
market,  but  says  there  isn’t  much  the  dis- 
tributors can  do  about  it.  An  underlying 
factor  is  the  intense  competition  among 
exhibitors  who  are  desirous  of  getting  the 
most  footage  for  their  money,  he  says. 

In  the  Argentine,  French  films  are  very 
popular,  Morgan  states.  He  believes 
American  companies  distribute  too  many 
pictures  there  and  is  of  the  opinion  in- 
ferior films  should  be  weeded  out. 

In  addition  to  its  regular  lineup,  UA  will 
distribute  six  Spanish  dialogue  pictures 
in  Latin-America.  Currently,  Morgan  says, 
national  product  has  the  right  of  way  in 
the  suburban  centers. 

Looking  at  the  Argentine  from  an  ex- 
hibitors’ perch,  there  is  no  fear  of  Holly- 
wood pictures  losing  out  to  national  prod- 
uct. So  says  Clemente  Lococo,  prominent 
showman  and  independent  producer,  who 
is  here  to  observe  the  American  way  of 
doing  things. 

According  to  Lococo,  business  at  first 
runs  is  very  good,  but  subsequent  spots 
are  far  behind.  He  explains  this  by  say- 
ing the  Argentinians  prefer  to  go  to  the 
top  rank  main  theatres. 

Lococo,  whose  circuit  consists  of  13 
houses,  is  also  head  of  the  E.  F.  A.  pro- 
ducing company.  His  organization  made 
eight  last  year  and  expects  to  make  the 
same  number  in  1939. 

In  discussing  the  proposed  bill  to  na- 
tionalize the  industry,  Lococo  sees  little 
danger  of  the  act  coming  to  life  again. 
He  declares  distributor-exhibitor  relations, 
on  the  whole,  are  friendly. 

Association  "to  Develop 
Creative  Films"  Ready 

New  York — The  Association  of  Docu- 
mentary Film  Producers  has  been  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  “developing  the  artistic 
and  technical  standards  of  independent, 
creative  films.’’ 

Officers  of  the  organization  are  Joris 
Ivens,  president;  Paul  Strand  and  Wil- 
lard Van  Dyke,  vice-presidents;  William 
Osgood  Field,  treasurer,  and  Mary  Losey, 
secretary.  Headquarters  are  in  New  York 
and  a comprehensive  program  is  expected 
to  be  announced  shortly. 

Set  July  7 for  Hearing  to 
Drop  Paramount  Suit 

New  York — Application  by  Paramount, 
its  officers  and  directors,  to  dismiss  the 
$25,000,000  minority  stockholder  action  by 
Frank  Jablow  and  Sam  Acker  will  be 
heard  in  the  federal  court  July  7. 

Suit  charges  waste  and  mismanagement 
and,  besides  an  accounting,  asks  the  dis- 
missal of  officials  responsible. 


Give  Metro  266  Years 


New  York — Nineteen  distribution  staff 
members  in  the  east  give  M-G-M  a total 
of  266  man  years,  a little  pencil  and  paper 
work  reveals.  The  vets  are: 

23  years — Robert  Lynch,  Philadelphia 
manager. 

20  years — John  J.  Bowen,  New  York 
manager. 

19  years — Edward  K.  O’Shea,  New  York, 
district  manager. 

16  years — Phil  Bobys,  Washington  sales- 
man; Harry  W.  Miller,  New 
York,  salesman. 

15  years — Rudolph  Berger,  Washington 
manager:  Joseph  F.  Morrow, 
Philadelphia,  salesman. 

14  years — Alex  W.  Weissman,  Buffalo, 
salesman. 

13  years — Louis  Allerhand,  New  York, 
salesman:  Ralph  W.  Maw, 
Buffalo  manager;  Eugene  Vo- 
gel, Albany,  salesman. 

12  years — Ralph  Pielow,  Albany,  mana- 
ger: David  A.  Levy,  New  Jer- 
sey manager;  Salem  E.  Apple- 
gate,  Philadelphia,  salesman. 

11  years — Jacob  M.  Goldberg,  Wash- 
ington, salesman:  Benjamin 
Abner,  New  Jersey,  salesman: 
Herman  L.  Ripps,  Albany, 
salesman. 

10  years — Abraham  T.  Harris,  Buffalo, 
salesman:  Clarence  C.  Pippin, 
Philadelphia,  salesman. 


Aids  a School 

Morristown,  N.  J. — Goodwill  between 
this  town’s  school  system  and  the  Walter 
Reade  circuit  was  cemented  further  by 
Walter  Hoffman,  general  manager  for  the 
independent  operator,  when  he  turned  the 
Community  over  to  the  Morristown  High 
School  for  graduation  exercises.  About 
1,000  jammed  the  theatre  for  the  festivities. 


New  York — With  Dan  Michalove  set  to 
leave  for  Australia  either  August  or  Sep- 
tember, peace  is  expected  to  reign  there 
following  the  merger  of  the  Hoyts  and 
Greater  Union  Theatre  circuits. 

According  to  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Michalove 
will  act  in  a general  supervisory  capacity 
as  a representative  of  National  Theatres 
which  has  a controlling  stock  interest  in 
Hoyts  and  probably  will  remain  there  for 
two  years. 

Approval  of  directors  of  both  companies 
is  needed  before  the  deal  can  be  closed. 
This  is  practically  considered  a certainty 
with  the  new  circuit  to  be  known  as  Gen- 
eral Theatres  Corp.,  a pooling  company 
formed  by  Charles  E.  Munro  and  Norman 
Bede  Rydge  in  1937  and  currently  inac- 
tive. 

Further  changes  in  management  per- 
sonnel are  slated  when  Michalove  arrives 
on  the  scene. 


New  York — UA  is  pinning  its  hopes  for 
the  new  season  on  four  major  films  and 
the  excitement  attending  the  mid-summer 
bookings  given  them  by  the  Music  Hall 
and  Rivoli.  The  early  summer  release  of 
the  1939-40  product  is  claimed  to  be  un- 
precedented. 

First  of  the  batch,  “The  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask,”  opens  at  the  Music  Hall,  July 
13.  This  is  to  be  followed  at  the  same 
house  by  “Winter  Carnival.”  “They  Shall 
Have  Music”  is  scheduled  to  premiere  at 
the  Rivoli,  July  25.  “Four  Feathers,” 
Alexander  Korda’s  Technicolor  film,  is  the 
last  of  the  group. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Quaker  City  Seven  Go  Conventioneering — 

From  Philadelphia,  all  smiles  and  waving,  are  left  to  right:  Sam  Lefko, 
J.  J.  McFadden,  Frank  McNamee,  branch  manager;  Eli  Epstein,  Charles 
Zagrans,  office  manager;  Harry  Tyson,  and  M Shulman.  All  RKO  men  at 
the  annual  sales  convention. 


Four  Big  Summer  Films 
By  UA  in  New  York 


18 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  1,  1939 


,/m 


(Continued  from  page  17) 

lindy’s  (fresh)  cherry  pie,  bemoans  the 
state  of  the  boxoffice.  “But  I’m  in  it  to 
the  end,”  he  sighs,  “because  I want  to 
see  how  I might  react  to  prosperity”  . . . 
A1  Margolies,  flanked  by  a flank  of  “Ghost” 
players  at  a nearby  booth,  says  he  can’t 
concentrate  on  words  because  he’s  had 
a toothache.  To  prove  it,  he  ups  and  heads 
for  the  dentist  . . . Five  years  ago  Leonard 
Picker,  Columbia  attorney,  asked  the 
building  management  to  plug  up  an  an- 
noying hole  in  the  ceiling  above  his  desk. 
The  other  day  a plasterer  walked  in  and 
without  so  much  as  asking  to  be  an- 
nounced went  ceremoniously  about  the 
task  of  plastering.  He  left  a solid  little  pile 
of  old  plaster  on  Picker’s  desk,  dropped 
his  trowel  when  the  clock  said  it  was  time 
to  quit  and  hasn’t  been  heard  from  since. 


Lynn  Farnol  spending  the  extended  July 
4 holiday  touring  New  England.  He  re- 
turns on  the  mail  packet  from  Boston 
Wednesday  morning  . . . Alec  Moss  took 
himself  on  a motor  jaunt  through  part  of 
the  Adirondacks  . . . Harry  Cohn  is  back 
in  Hollywood  after  a few  days  here  . . . 
Street  scene:  Harry  Gold  in  animated  con- 
versation unth  John  Wright  at  the  south- 
west corner  of  i9th  St.  and  6th  Ave.  . . . 
Harvey  Day  and  Clarence  Hill  to  Pitts- 
burgh, but  back  in  time  for  the  weekend, 
notwithstanding . 

Sixteen  years  on  the  radio  and  ten 
years  in  the  films  was  the  reason  for 
the  reception  in  Graham  McNamee’s  honor 
at  the  Rockefeller  Center  Club  atop  the 
RCA  building.  As  Bill  Scully  said,  speak- 
ing into  a newsreel  after  congratulating 
him  for  his  service  as  a newsreel  com- 
mentator. “In  that  time  you  have  spoken 
1,500,000  words  into  the  movie  microphone. 
That’s  a record  few  women  can  boast 
about.”  Following  those  words  by  Uni- 
versal’s sales  manager,  McNamee  balanced 
the  knife  carefully  and  sliced — a piece  of 
cake.  Lenox  Lohr,  NBC  president,  extend- 
ed his  best  wishes  on  behalf  of  the  radio 
industry.  David  Sarnoff  was  there  and 
confessed  to  Boxoffice’s  roving  corre- 
spondent “I’m  only  slightly  interested  in 
the  film  business.  I have  enough  troubles 
in  radio.”  General  James  G.  Harbord 
dropped  in  and  left  early.  From  Universal 
there  was  Charlie  Prutzman,  A.  Schimel, 
Bill  Heineman,  Hank  Linet,  Lou  Pollock 
and  Tom  Petty.  Brother  announcers  Ford 
Bond,  Lowell  Thomas  and  Bill  Stern  chim- 
ed in  to  say  hello. 


The  Barney  Balabans  are  taking  it  easy 
aboard  the  Judith  R.  along  Canada’s  in- 
land waterways  . . . Charles  Ballance, 
Paramount’s  mo/nager  for  India,  Burma 
and  Ceylon  arrived  on  the  Rex  for  home 
office  conferences  . . . Paul  Muni  returns 
to  his  first  love,  the  stage,  in  the  fall  for 
Maxwell  Anderson,  who  personally  signed 
the  Warner  star  to  play  the  lead  in  “Key 
Largo’’  . . . “Babe”  Gobel,  Hortense 
Schorr’s  sidekick  at  Columbia,  is  vacation- 
ing . . . C.  G.  Dickinson,  Paramount’s  gen- 
eral sales  manager  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  T.  C.  Reddin,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  that  area,  have 
returned  to  London  after  attending  the 
company’s  coast  convention  . . . Fred  Kent, 
attorney  for  the  E.  J.  Sparks  circuit  in 


REVIEW  FLASHES 


BLACK  LIMELIGHT  (Alliance)— An  over- 
melodramatic  British  him  with  Raymond 
Massey  in  the  cast.  It  is  good  as  a case 
study  of  a great  actor  struggling  through  a 
poor  performance.  Otherwise  it  deals  with 
homicidal  murders  and  a homicidal  maniac 
who  goes  berserk  during  the  full  moon. 
Walter  O.  Mycroft  directed. 

COWBOY  QUARTERBACK  (WB)— The  old 
story  of  the  hayseed  with  lots  of  natural 
ability  signed  by  a big  league  football 
club  in  this  case  doesn't  fit  so  well.  It  is 
short  on  comedy  and  large  patches  go  be- 
yond pure  burlesque.  Bert  Wheeler  de- 
livers as  well  as  might  be  expected.  Marie 
Wilson  snares  acting  honors.  Noel  Smith 
directed. 

LENIN  IN  1918  (Amk) — Its  completeness 
makes  it  too  long  though  it  embodies  splen- 
did drama,  human  interest  and  humor. 
Boris  V.  Shchukin,  Nikolai  Cherkassov. 
Mikhail  Romn  directed. 

MAN  IN  THE  IRON  MASK,  THE  (UA)— Pro- 
ducer Edward  Small  who,  five  years  ago, 
won  distinction  by  making  "Count  of 
Monte  Cristo,"  has  lost  none  of  his  flair 
for  bringing  to  the  screen  the  sweeping 
and  engrossing  semi-historical  melodrama 
of  the  immortal  Alexander  Dumas.  Rich  in 
spectacle,  unfaltering  in  the  rapidity  of  its 
action,  touchingly  romantic  and  possessing 
most  of  the  other  proven  elements  of  the 
best  in  entertainment,  here  is  one  of  the 
most  impressive  pictures  shown  in  Holly- 
wood this  year.  It  should  be  boxoffice 
dynamite.  The  cast,  from  Louis  Hayward 
and  Joan  Bennett  at  the  helm  to  the  small- 
est bit  player,  is  well  nigh  flawless.  James 
Whale  directed. 

MOUNTAIN  RHYTHM  (Rep)— Gene  Autry 
shares  the  usual  hero's  part  with  a salty 
mess  of  hoboes  in  this  better-thon-average 
western.  It's  off  to  a slow  start,  but  the 
closing  reels  get  hot  and  pack  the  sort  of 
climax  that  makes  for  general  excitement. 
Reeves  Eason  directed. 

NEWS  IS  MADE  AT  NIGHT  (20th-Fox)— The 
breezy  spirit  of  this  newspaper  yam  of  an 
editor  who  saves  an  innocent  man  from 
the  death  house  will  get  it  by  where  audi- 
ences are  not  expected  to  swallow  it  whole. 
Preston  Foster,  Lynn  Bari.  Alfred  Werker 
directed. 

NORTH  OF  THE  YUKON  (Col)— A fair  to 
middling  western  that  concerns  itself  with 


the  Mounties  and  fur  raiders.  Charles 
Stnrrett,  Linda  Winters.  Sam  Nelson  di- 
rected. 

ON  BORROWED  TIME  (M-G-M)— For  this 
and  any  other  time,  Metro  has  produced  a 
hauntingly  poignant  film  which  should 
meet  with  wide  acclaim.  Death,  as  per- 
sonified by  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  loses  its 
sinister  character  and  becomes  personable 
and  human.  How  Lionel  Barrymore  and 
Bobs  Watson  literally  tree  him  makes  for 
unusual  and  effective  entertainment.  Splen- 
did acting  and  sensitive  direction  by  Har- 
old S.  Bucquet  give  Leo  something  to  roar 
about. 

PARENTS  ON  TRIAL  (Col)— Will  try  audi- 
ences with  its  heavy-handed  and  obvious 
manner  of  relaying  home  the  moral  that 
parents  should  be  patient  and  understand- 
ing. Jean  Parker  and  Johnny  Downs  are 
the  chief  sufferers  of  their  parents'  selfish- 
ness. Sam  Nelson  directed. 

SECOND  FIDDLE  (20th-Fox) — A romantic 
comedy  whose  best  assets  are  a sprightly, 
mirthful  story.  Platinum  production  movmt- 
ing  and  music  by  Irving  Berlin.  Sonja 
Henie,  co-starred  with  Tyrone  Power,  ap- 
pears less  advantageously  than  in  her 
former  pictures  because  of  a role  ill-fitted 
to  her  talents.  The  skating  sequences  ore 
limited  and  irrelevant  to  motivation.  Power 
grabs  acting  honors.  Gene  Morkey  pro- 
duced; Sidney  Laniield  directed. 

STRAIGHT  TO  HEAVEN  (SR)— A Negro  pic- 
ture that  qualifies  as  standard  entertain- 
ment for  Negro  audiences.  A story  of  the 
law  and  racketeers  with  Harlem  the  locale. 
Nina  Mae  McKinney,  Jack  Carter.  Pro- 
duced and  directed  by  Arthur  Leonard. 

STUNT  PILOT  (Mono)— Second  in  the  "Tail- 
spin  Tommy''  series,  this  struggles  a bit 
in  the  takeoff  but  climbs  to  a high  level 
as  an  action  melodrama.  Flying  sequences 
will  score  a direct  hit  with  the  kids.  Paul 
Malvern  produced;  George  Waggner  di- 
rected. 

TYPHOON  TREASURE  (SR)— The  only  mark 
of  distinction  about  this  film  is  that  United 
Artists  distributed  it  in  Australia.  Other- 
wise it  is  amateurish  stuff  about  a young 
pearler  whose  ship  is  wrecked  in  a ty- 
phoon with  its  entire  treasure  on  board, 
and  the  experiences  he  encounters  before 
recovering  it.  Noel  Momkman  directed. 


COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in 
an  early  issue  of  BOXOFFICE . 


Jacksonville,  was  a registrant  at  Evelyn 
O’Connell’s  Paramount  hostess  office. 

It’s  an  even  bet  James  Roosevelt  used  to 
chuckle  over  the  activities  of  film  execu- 
ties  before  he  became  a film  executive. 
But  look  at  him  now:  First  going  through 
the  business  of  getting  a new  long-term 


contract  as  vice-president  of  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn,  Inc.,  then  doing  a Steve  Brody  from 
a projection  room  when  a reel  of  film  ex- 
ploded, then  acting  as  official  spokesman 
on  the  annoimcement  major  producers 
would  contribute  from  $75,000  to  $100,000 
a year  to  the  motion  picture  relief  fund 
which  cares  for  oldtimers  of  the  screen. 
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Resort  Towns  Face 
Fair  Competition 


Easterners  in  Burbank — 

An  exhibitor  meets  one  of  the  famous  “Dead  End”  boys.  Here  the  camera 
catches  Bobby  Jordan  greeting  Showman  Charles  Sweet,  of  the  Stacey  Thea- 
tre, Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  his  friends,  who  dropped  in  on  the  set  of  Warner’s 
“Dead  End  Kids  at  Military  School”  during  a recent  visit  to  Southern  Cali- 
fornia. 


A IIL  IBI 

gID  DWORE  added  a third  theatre,  the 
Lincoln,  to  his  Schenectady  string.  A1 
Feltman  had  been  operating  the  house 
until  its  recent  closing  for  summer.  Dwore, 
owner  of  the  Cameo  and  the  Palace  (the 
latter  dark  during  dog  days ) , is  renovat- 
ing Lincoln.  Reseating  is  part  of  the  job. 
Lincoln  has  a capacity  of  about  800.  Dwore 
is  the  second  independent  to  line  up  three 
theatres  in  Schenectady.  Johnny  Gardner 
is  the  other.  Morris  Silverman  has  been 
running  one  house,  the  Mount  Pleasant. 
Fabian  circuit  conducts  four  Schenectady 
theatres,  Proctor’s,  Plaza,  Strand  and 
State.  Two  of  these  are  first  runs. 

George  Lyjich’s  recent  and  rare  visit  to 
Albany  was  on  an  RKO  deal.  Filmrow 
boys  deduced  this  from  fact  the  chief 
buyer  for  Schine  circuit  stayed  at  the  RKO 
exchange  . . . Moe  Grassgreen,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox Albany  manager,  Sidney  Samp- 
son, Buffalo  boss,  and  Izzy  Schmertz, 
Cleveland  chief,  recently  converged  on 
Gloversville.  Other  exchanges  heard  that 
they  closed  a product  deal  for  the  entire 
Schine  circuit  . . . Mrs.  Agnes  Birken- 
hauer,  contact  clerk  at  the  Warner  of- 
fice, followed  Mrs.  Mary  Monfred,  biller, 
on  vacation.  Gladys  Powell,  stenographer 
for  Dan  Houlihan,  20th  Century-Fox  book- 
er, returned  to  her  New  Hampshire  home 
town  for  a vacation. 

Mrs.  George  Merges  jr.,  the  former  Pearl 
McGee,  biller  in  the  same  office,  is  back 
from  a honeymoon  . . . Closing  of  the 
Warren  in  Hudson  put  the  Star  back  on 
a full-time  schedule.  Earl  Wright,  mana- 
ger of  the  Glove,  a Schine  house  in  Glo- 
versville, is  reported  in  line  for  advance- 
ment. Wright  was  an  advertising  and  pub- 
licity executive  for  the  Loew-Poli  chain. 
Gene  Curtis  is  another  ex  of  that  chain 
now  employed  by  Schine,  in  publicity  de- 
partment. Whipple  Theatre,  Fleischmanns, 
Catskill  Mountain  town,  is  open  for  the 
summer.  Kallett  circuit  leases  it.  Thou- 
sand Island  Park  Theatre  in  St.  Law- 
rence River  region  is  being  operated  this 
season  by  L.  Hayes  and  W.  Ahner,  New 
York  City  men.  House  is  on  a large  island. 


The  Strand,  Lock  Sheldrake,  in  lower 
Catskills,  is  open  for  vacation  season.  Jack 
Kaplayi  operates  this  theatre  in  addition 
to  the  Rivoli,  year-round  spot  in  South 
Fallsburg.  Metro’s  Albany  exchange  ser- 
vices them  . . . New  York  City  Police 
Recreation  Camp  at  Platte  Cove  in  the 
Catskills  is  booking  up-to-the-minute  pic- 
tures from  local  exchanges.  Sunday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  are  among  the 
nights  for  films.  A police  captain  does 
the  booking.  Average  attendance  at  camp 
is  said  to  be  500  . . . Alec  Taylor,  who  had 
been  playing  one  program  weekly  at  Odd 
Fellows  Hall,  Castleton,  has  discontinued 
for  summer. 

Johnny  Ross,  RKO  shipper,  returned 
from  a vacation.  Mrs.  Gladys  La  Halt, 
stenographer  to  Booker  Abe  Van  Deusen 
of  same  office,  is  vacationing  two  weeks 
in  the  metropolitan  area  . . . Bernard 
Kranze,  RKO  manager,  who  won  a fine 
radio  by  making  the  longest  straight  drive 
at  a recent  field  day  for  theatrical  men 
in  Newburgh,  laughingly  admitted  that 
luck  was  with  him  . . . The  Rivoli,  Troy, 
which  had  been  operating  part  time,  shut- 
ered  for  summer. 

Following  the  elimination  of  the  Palace, 
Saratoga  Springs,  through  purchase  by 
William  E.  Benton,  admission  scale  at  his 
Congress  was  raised,  according  to  Filmrow 
reports.  The  Palace  was  leased  to  a chain 
grocery.  Both  the  Palace  and  Community, 
in  which  Walter  Reade  is  interested,  will 
single  feature  during  the  August  racing 
season.  So  it  is  said,  and  added  that  very 
strong  product  will  be  exhibited.  Excho/nge- 
men,  hearing  that  the  ban  on  gambling 
at  Saratoga  will  be  enforced  again  this 
year,  ivonder  what  its  effect  on  theatre 
business  will  be. 

Republic  Distributing  Corp.,  with  prin- 
cipal office  in  Buffalo,  made  a name 
change  to  B.  M.  Film  Exchanges,  Inc.  The 
change,  notice  of  which  was  filed  at  the 
secretary  of  state’s  office,  Albany,  by  At- 
torney Meyer  H.  Lavenstein,  1776  Broad- 
way (home  office  of  Republic),  was  one 


Albany — Theatres  in  Adirondack  and 
Catskill  Mountain  towns  face  a poor  sum- 
mer, due  to  World’s  Fair  opposition.  This 
seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  on  Film- 
row.  Salesmen  and  bookers  say  exhibitors 
in  some  of  these  spots  already  are  moan- 
ing, despite  the  fact  June  is  never  a good 
month.  July  and  August  tell  the  story, 
exchangemen  declare.  However,  resort  ex- 
hibitors reply  that  business  in  June  of  this 
year  was  not  up  to  last  year’s  standard. 
And  travel  to  the  exposition  on  Flushing 
meadows  will  become  heavier  rather  than 
lighter  in  the  next  two  months. 

The  main  ray  of  hope  is  that  with  the 
closing  of  schools,  the  normal  exodus  of 
New  Yorkers  to  mountain  homes,  camps 
and  hotels  will  take  place.  Theatre  men 
believe  that  metropolitan  residents  will 
have  seen  enough  of  the  Fair  and  will  wish 
to  strike  out  for  the  country. 

The  Catskills,  where  more  New  Yorkers 
vacation,  should  feel  Fair  competition  less 
than  the  Adirondacks,  according  to  ob- 
servers. The  outlook  for  the  Adirondacks 
is  not  bright,  they  believe,  unless  tourists 
from  other  states  visit  after  seeing  the 
Fair  and  Canadians  stop  en  route  south. 
The  state  will  spend  $200,000  on  a na- 
tional campaign  to  attract  Fair  patrons 
upstate.  This  is  expected  to  help. 

Another  and  important  factor  in  thea- 
tre resort  business  is  the  weather.  Cold 
and  rainy  days,  which  come  like  manna 
from  Heaven  to  city  exhibitors,  are  poison 
to  the  resort  operators.  Sustained  clear, 
hot  weather  is  their  meat.  It  brings  pa- 
trons from  the  cities  and  prolongs  their 
stay. 


Warner  Bookers'  Drive 

New  York — Warner  will  launch  a na- 
tional bookers’  drive  during  August  to  be 
known  as  “Clean-up  Month.”  Bookers  will 
take  on  the  added  duties  of  salesmen  in 
an  effort  to  secure  the  greatest  number  of 
playdates  on  features  and  shorts. 


in  a series  of  steps  taken  as  the  result 
of  transfer  of  assets  to  the  producing  com- 
pany by  the  upstate  franchise  holders, 
Harry  Berkowitz,  Buffalo,  and  Bernard 
Mills,  Albany.  Initials  “B.  M.”  correspond 
to  those  in  the  last  names  of  Berkowitz  and 
Mills.  They  had  OF>erated  as  Republic 
Distributing  Corp.,  official  name  of  the 
local  concern  is  now  Republic  Pictures  Co. 
of  Albany.  It  is  understood  that  Re- 
public Pictures  Co.  of  Buffalo  is  the  name 
on  new  letterheads  used  there. 


James  R.  Grainger,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Republic,  was  in  Albany  for  a day 
checking  on  the  new  operation  system, 
conferring  with  Manager  Arthur  J.  New- 
man and  meeting  the  office  personnel. 
Grainger,  well  known  here,  has  lost  none 
of  his  zip  down  through  the  years,  ex- 
changemen say.  Buffalo  and  Detroit  were 
among  other  points  he  visited  on  a swing 
around. 
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Grant  RKO  Trustee 
Six  Months  More 

New  York — Federal  Judge  William  O. 
Bondy  has  granted  Irving  Trust,  RKO 
trustee,  an  extension  of  six  months  from 
July  1,  1939  to  Jan.  1,  1940,  to  affirm  or 
disaffirm  leases,  contracts  or  agreements. 

The  court  also  set  July  18  as  a date 
for  a hearing  on  the  application  of  the 
City  Bank  Farmers  Trust  Co.,  successor 
trustee  of  RKO’s  six  per  cent  gold  notes, 
of  which  $3,440,500  are  still  outstanding, 
imder  the  Trust  Indenture  dated  Jan.  29, 
1931,  for  fees. 

Bondy  Approves  Patterson 
As  RKO  Board  Chairman 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Bondy  on  Fri- 
day approved  the  anticipated  appointment 
of  Richard  C.  Patterson  as  chairman  of 
the  RKO  board  of  directors,  succeeding 
Floyd  B.  Odium,  resigned. 

Troy  Palace  and  State 
Cut  Matinee  Prices 

Troy,  N.  Y. — The  Palace  and  State, 
here,  have  reduced  matinee  prices  for  the 
summer  to  ten  cents.  Palace,  which  Harry 
Heilman,  owner  of  Paramount  and  Royal, 
Albany,  purchased  from  Rosenthal  estate 
in  May,  is  charging  a dime  up  to  5 p.  m. 
State,  remaining  Rosenthal  house,  is  ex- 
tending bargain  hour  to  6 p.  m.  The  Pal- 
ace was  the  first  to  advertise  a cut.  Pur- 
chase of  a 20-cent  ticket,  however,  is  neces- 
sary matinee  or  evening  to  share  in  its 
dish  and  glass  offers. 

There  is  speculation  as  to  the  spread  of 
the  price  cutting. 

Summer  Shut-Downs  Are 
Less  Than  Last  Year 

New  York — As  July  bowed  in,  indica- 
tions are  that  local  summer  closings  are 
running  behind  the  number  for  last  year. 
Only  five  were  reported  the  last  week  in 
June. 

They  are  the  Radio  and  Shubert,  Brook- 
Ijm;  the  Kameo  and  Concourse,  Bronx;  and 
the  Hawthorne,  Hawthorne,  N.  J. 

The  St.  Cloud  Amusement  Co.,  of  which 
Prank  C.  Walker  is  president,  has  acquir- 
ed the  Roy,  Blairstown,  N.  J. 

New  Long-Term  Contract 
For  James  Roosevelt 

Hollywood — “In  recognition  of  the  work 
he  has  done  in  the  production  and  dis- 
tribution fields  during  his  first  six  months 
as  vice-president  of  Samuel  Goldwsm,  Inc.,” 
the  producer  has  signed  James  Roosevelt, 
son  of  the  President,  to  a new  long-term 
contract. 


Goldwyn  Signs  Sam  Wood 

New  York — Sam  Wood  joins  the  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn  organization  immediately  with 
the  signing  of  a long-term  directing  pact. 
His  initial  effort  under  the  Goldwyn  ban- 
ner will  be  “Raffles,”  with  David  Niven 
and  Olivia  de  Havilland. 


On  the  Road  to  Rye—  Metropolitan  PI  ot 

RKO’s  conventioneers  from  Washington,  D.  C.,  browsing  in  the  Penn  sta- 
tion after  the  annual  sales  parley  are  left  to  right,  Harry  E.  Kahn,  Olm- 
stead  Knox,  Al  Folliard,  Elbert  W.  Grover  and  Bob  Folliard,  branch  manager. 


WAS 


GTO 


^HE  RKO  sales  group,  headed  by  Branch 
Manager  Bob  Folliard,  has  returned 
from  their  New  York  convention  bubbling 
with  enthusiasm  over  their  lineup  for  the 
coming  year,  and  reflecting  with  fond 
memories  their  two-day  visit  at  the  Fair. 
Salesmen  Harry  Kahn,  Al  Folliard,  Ed 
Grover  and  “Steady”  Knox  were  surprised 
with  awards  for  their  selling  successes  . . . 
a feature  of  the  convention  was  the  pres- 
ence of  Charles  Laughton,  famed  English 
star,  who  joked  and  chatted  with  the 
group. 

Curtis  Hildebrand  has  been  assigned  to 
booker  in  the  Trio-Preferred  combine,  with 
William  E.  Jaspar  joining  the  staff  as 
salesman  . . . Alice  Hildebrand,  former 
secretary,  has  rejoined  the  UA  staff  after 
a two-year  absence  . . . Rudy  Berger,  Met- 
ro branch  manager,  was  the  recipient  of 
a huge  birthday  cake  from  his  office  force, 
same  was  featured  with  a marlin  design, 
as  a testimonial  to  his  fishing  ability  . . . 
Mrs.  Tillie  Smith,  Mt.  Savage,  Md.,  visit- 
ed the  Row. 

Sam  Diamond,  20th-Fox  salesman,  was 
presented  with  a 7y2-pound  baby  boy  . . . 
Danny  and  Sylvia  Rosenthal  have  returned 
from  their  New  York  sojourn  . . . Glenn 
Morris,  20th-Pox  salesman,  has  been  ap- 
pointed drive  leader  for  the  local  exchange 
in  the  K7  Drive,  which  begins  August  13 
. . . Branch  Manager  Sam  Wheeler  en 
route  to  Gloversville  for  a conference 
with  the  Schine  organization. 

J.  Emmett  Cashman,  RKO  home  office 
auditor,  is  making  the  customary  check 
at  the  local  exchange  . . . Bobbie  Levine, 
State,  Portsmouth,  Va.,  visited  all  the 
branches  accompanied  by  his  father  and 
mother,  renewing  their  many  acquaint- 
ances . . . Joe  Cohan,  20th-Fox  office  man- 
ager, has  taken  a home  in  Bethesda. 

“Buddy”  Hall,  Marge  Dermody  and  Mrs. 
Harriet  Kenworthy  of  the  Metro  exchange 
motored  to  Spartansburg,  N.  C.,  to  attend 
the  wedding  of  their  former  associate, 
Betty  Dempsey  . . . Metro  Branch  Mana- 
ger Ben  Rosenwald,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Ros- 
enwald,  Barney  Ross  and  Ray  Ervin  en- 


tertained the  group  in  real  southern  style 
when  they  visited  the  Charlotte  exchange. 

Joe  Kushner,  Columbia  booker,  has 
chosen  Florida  for  his  vacation  . . . John 
Caldwell,  Appomattox,  Va.,  visited  the  Row 
and  then  headed  for  the  ball  game  . . . 
Vivian  Pearson,  Monogram,  attended  the 
Annapolis  graduation,  and  has  gone 
“Navy,”  as  they  say  in  local  circles  . . 
Tom  Ray  field,  Clark  Film,  spent  the  iveek- 
end  at  his  home  in  Richmond  . . . Sara 
Young,  20th-Fox  booker,  is  heading  for 
Cape  Cod  on  her  vacation  . . . Jay  Zim- 
merman, Metro  home  office  auditor,  is 
on  assignment  to  the  local  branch. 

B.  Bernie  Kreisler,  Universal  branch 
manager,  designed  a sparkling  idea  for  a 
Fourth  of  July  greeting,  dispatching  same 
to  all  the  exhibitors  in  the  territory  . . . 
Newt  Carskardon,  Music  Hall,  Keyser,  W. 
Va.,  celebrated  his  tenth  wedding  anniver- 
sary June  22  ...  As  a feature  of  the 
celebration  ground  was  broken  for  a new 
500-seat  house,  to  be  known  as  the  “Key- 
ser” . . . A.  J.  Herman,  Universal  district 
manager,  visited  the  local  branch  for  a 
few  days  . . . Sam  Tabor  and  Barney 
Prank  are  holding  first  and  second  places 
in  the  Universal  office  sales  contest,  the 
prizes  being  trips  to  the  N.  Y.  Fair. 

Newcomers  to  the  Metro  office  force  in- 
clude: Mrs.  Clare  Batchelder  Mrs.  Freida 
Cohen,  Mrs.  Pearl  Inscoe  . . . Mrs.  Frances 
Naftal,  Metro,  spent  the  weekend  with  rela- 
tives in  Philadelphia  . . . Metro’s  Mrs. 
Catherine  Murphy  is  cm  vacation,  while 
Esther  Blendman  is  confined  to  her  home 
with  a severe  sunburn. 


Comeback  by  Laemmle 

Hollywood — ^Carl  Laemmle  sr.  has  pur- 
chased film  rights  to  “Victoria  Cross,” 
announcing  he  plans  to  re-enter  produc- 
tion in  the  near  future. 


A Technicolor  Dividend 

New  York — A regular  quarterly  dividend 
of  35  cents  per  share  payable  July  17  to 
stockholders  of  record  July  7 is  reported 
by  Technicolor,  Inc. 
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JNSIDERS  say  a storm  is  brewing  in 

Local  307,  lATSE  operators  union,  and 
will  break  into  the  open  some  time  in  the 
fall.  It’s  said  to  be  a rank  and  file  revolt 
against  some  of  the  employment  distribu- 
tion policies  of  union  officers  . . . The 
S-W  Palace  wall  stay  open  throughout  ex- 
tensive alterations  . . . Dave  Milgram’s 
Affiliated  chain  has  had  protests  from 
Catholic  churchmen  over  the  window 
cards  advertising  Preferred’s  “Wages  of 
Sin.”  Too  suggestive,  they  said  . . . Metro’s 
“Tarzan  Finds  a Son”  float  took  a ride 
around  town  with  its  imitation  elephant 
and  real  monkey  . . . Allegheny,  city’s 
largest  open  theatre,  is  closing  for  the 
summer. 

The  Earle  did  the  unusual — revived  the 
“Great  Train  Robbery,”  said  to  be  the 
first  picture  ever  made  with  a coherent 
story  . . . Oscar  Neufeld  has  moved  from 
the  Sylvania  to  the  Ritz.  Now  he’s  right 
across  the  street  from  the  Variety  Club 
. . . Thomas  Burns  is  sighing  in  relief  now 
that  the  Clifton,  Clifton  Heights,  has  got 
air-conditioning  . . . Ditto  Jack  Miller  at 
the  Lenox  . . . Moe  Verben,  Record,  isn’t 
his  usual  garrulous  self  since  the  surgeon 
cut  out  his  tonsils  . . . Shifts  in  the  Gold- 
man circuit  take  Sam  Cohen  from  the 
56th  to  Pottstoimi  and  George  Flicker  from 
the  Terminal  to  the  Highway,  York. 

Edwin  A.  Karpen,  Edgemont,  is  back  in 
town  after  a two-week  honeymoon  trip 
that  took  him  and  his  bride  6,000  miles 
through  Canada  and  the  Midwest  ...  A. 
M.  Ellis  has  brought  the  Towers,  Camden, 
at  a reputed  price  of  $65,000,  says  he  will 
renovate  it  . . . Tlie  Atlantic  chain  is 
planning  a new  house  for  Woodbury,  N.  J. 

. . . The  Grant  is  closed  for  the  summer 
. . . The  Susquehanna  has  got  renovations 
and  a new  name — the  Senate  . . . Jack 
Harris,  Mayfair,  has  got  himself  engaged 
. . . Charles  Zagrans,  RKO,  is  bragging 
about  the  confirmation  ceremony  for  his 
son  . . . And  Patsy,  daughter  of  Milt 
Young,  Warner,  is  being  publicized  by  her 
publicity-minded  Dad  on  her  fifth  birth- 
day. 

Sydney  Munter,  Queen,  Wilmington,  on 
vacation,  with  Francis  Young  subbing  . . . 
Sid  Samuelson,  Allied,  attended  his  son’s 
graduation  at  Antioch  . . . Joe  Flood  is  the 
new  ad  sales  manager  at  Paramount,  suc- 
ceeding Stanley  Chase  who  goes  to  the 
home  office,  foreign  department.  Bill 
Sharpe  returns  to  his  duties  on  the  road, 
covering  the  eastern  exchanges. 

Jimmie  Dormond,  Warner  advertising 
office,  got  married:  and  Bill  Kanefsky, 
who  sits  at  the  next  desk  followed  suit 
the  following  week.  Kanefskys  just  back 
from  a vacation-honeymoon  in  Atlantic 
City  . . . Jack  McNeil,  formerly  with  "WB, 
sends  a card  informing  he  is  honeymoon- 
ing in  the  Poconos  . . . Jack  Nydick,  WB 
purchasing  agent,  is  honeymooning  in  New 
York,  and  Winnie  Mohan,  J.  Ellis  Ship- 
man’s secretary,  announces  she’ll  walk  to 
the  altar  July  22. 

Ed  Rosenbaum  worked  up  a stunt  for 
exploiting  Columbia’s  “Good  Girls  Go  to 
Paris” — flooded  exhibitors  with  cards  in- 
scribed “G.  G.  G.  2 P.” 


Fight  Film  Is  Four 
Rounds  of  Action 

New  York — Fat  man  waddles  into 
ring.  He  shows  his  disregard  of 
champion  by  wiping  his  forehead  with 
a towel  and  then  almost  knocks  the 
title  off  the  champion's  head.  But  four 
rounds  later,  Tony  Galento  leaves  the 
ring,  a battered  hulk.  Colorful  after- 
math  of  these  splendid  fight  pictures 
are  dressing  room  scenes  following  the 
fight.  Louis  is  serene  and  unruffled. 
Galento,  spirit  still  unquenched,  growls 
through  battered  lips  he  would  have 
been  champion  if  he  fought  his  own 
fight.  Highlights  of  each  round  are 
shown  in  slow  motion.  It's  19  minutes 
of  exciting  entertainment  and,  for  au- 
diences, better  than  a ringside  seat. — 
GOLDING. 


Hicks  Anticipates 
Big  Year  Abroad 


New  York — A quick  and  final  resume 
of  conditions  abroad  by  John  W.  Hicks 
jr.,  before  he  took  leave  for  Australia  finds 
the  Paramount  foreign  chief  looking  for- 
ward to  a banner  year. 

Hicks  will  meet  the  Adolph  Zukors  in 
Honolulu  on  July  12  and  continue  with 
them  to  Sydney,  arriving  there  July  29. 
A sales  convention  will  be  held  in  Sydney 
on  August  2 after  which  the  entire  party 
will  tour  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  The 
return  is  scheduled  on  the  Monterey,  dock- 
ing in  Los  Angeles,  September  5. 

The  trip  is  in  the  nature  of  a home- 
coming for  Hicks  who  is  returning  to 
Australia,  where  he  spent  11  years,  for 
the  first  time  since  1932. 

Following  a telephone  conversation  with 
David  Rose  in  London,  Hicks  relays  the 
information  the  general  feeling  is,  there 
will  be  no  war  although  an  acute  crisis 
over  Danzig  is  expected  to  develop. 

As  for  Spain,  Hicks  thinks  the  situation 
there  does  not  look  very  encouraging  at 
the  present  time.  He  says  it  will  take 
some  time  before  the  Spanish  government 
will  determine  how  American  companies 
will  be  able  to  take  money  out  of  the 
country. 

Discussing  the  proposed  merger  of  the 
Hoyts  and  Greater  Union  Theatre  circuits, 
Hicks  believes  the  amalgamation  will  work 
out  satisfactorily  for  all  parties  concerned 
and  do  much  to  improve  conditions  in 
Australia. 

Italy,  as  far  as  Hicks  is  concerned,  is 
still  a closed  issue. 


Drive  Suit  Settled 

New  York  — The  suit  of  Milton  Spitz 
against  Motion  Pictures  Greatest  Year, 
Inc.,  and  major  film  companies  charging 
plagiarism  of  the  “U-Spot-It”  feature  in 
the  industry  drive  contest,  has  been  set- 
tled out  of  court. 


Jll^LLEN  SPARRO'W,  manager  of  Loew’s, 

and  his  family  are  now  vacationing  at 
Miami,  Fla.  . . . Harris  Williams,  poster 
artist.  Neighborhood  Theatres,  took  his 
family  to  Brookneal  . . . Bill  Attmore, 
RCA  engineer,  is  back  from  vacationing 
in  New  Jersey  and  Chicago  . . . Graham 
Barbee,  eastern  district  manager  of  Licht- 
man  Theatres,  was  in  town  . . . David 
Kamsky,  advertising  manager.  Neighbor- 
hood Theatres,  can  be  found  at  Virginia 
Beach  nearly  every  Sunday  . . . Leon  Nel- 
son, Warner  checker,  won  the  annual  golf 
tourney  at  Lakeside  . . . Harold  Wood, 
secretary  of  Neighborhood  Theatres,  at- 
tended the  recent  75th  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  New  Market  at  Lexington.  His 
father  is  the  sole  survivor  of  that  memor- 
able conflict. 

Sam  Galanty,  district  manager  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures,  was  a visitor  from  Wash- 
ington . . . Lane  Patton,  special  Altec  en- 
gineer, was  here  from  New  York  to  visit 
Mervin  Ullman  . . . Warren  Connor,  Phila- 
delphia Altec  representative,  was  also  in 
town  . . . The  Lichtman  Realty  Co.  re- 
cently bought  the  building  in  which  is 
located  the  Booker  T Theatre  from  Wilmer 
& Vincent  Corp.  for  $54,000.  Tom  Pitts, 
manager  of  the  East  End  and  Patrick 
Henry  theatres,  has  changed  the  policy  of 
the  latter  for  the  summer,  operating  on 
Friday  and  Saturday. 

All  theatres  in  town  are  now  charging 
a service  fee  on  passes,  with  a few  ex- 
ceptions. First  runs  charge  ten  cents  and 
subsequents,  five  cents  ...  A.  Frank 
O’Brien,  Richmond  city  manager  for  Wil- 
mer & Vincent,  has  been  reelected  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Theatre  Guild  . . . 
Among  the  film  boys  in  town  last  week 
were:  Ben  Caplon,  Columbia:  Harry  Co- 
hen, Loew’s:  Robert  Smeltzer,  Warner  di- 
vision manager:  Joe  Kaliski,  Grand  Na- 
tional: Jerry  Murphy,  Fox:  Rudolph  Ber- 
ger, Loew’s  Washington  manager:  Fred 
Beiersdorf,  Warner  Washington  manager, 
and  Mike  Sega,  the  fight  film  man. 

Carter  Barron,  Loew’s  district  manager, 
and  Barrett  Kiesling,  M-G-M  goodwill  con- 
test man,  were  in  town  . . . Walter  Vincent, 
vice-president,  and  Joe  Egan,  general  man- 
ager, Wilmer  & Vincent  Corp.,  were  in 
town  . . . Two  of  the  boys  from  the  Byrd 
received  diplomas  last  week.  Joe  Fields 
graduated  from  John  Marshall  High  School, 
. . . ikfrs.  Robert  T.  Barton,  wife  of  the 
counsel  for  the  MPTO  of  Virginia,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Musicians  Club. 


Warner  Wins  16  of  19 
"Spy"  Detail  Demands 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Conger  on 
Friday  granted  Warner  16  of  its  19  re- 
quests for  a bill  of  particulars  in  the  $5,- 
000,000  libel  suit  of  Fritz  Kuhn  and  the 
German-American  Bund  on  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy.” 


New  "Spy"  Suit 

New  York — Katharine  Moog  is  seeking 
$75,000  in  a suit  against  Warner  Bros., 
charging  the  Erika  Wolf  character  in 
“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  libeled  her. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Local  37  Rests  Case; 
lA  Officers  to  Bat 

After  six  weeks  of  arduous  defensive 
work,  the  international  officers  of  the 
lATSE  have  finally  been  given  their  chance 
at  the  bat  in  the  lengthy  battle  instituted 
by  Local  37  in  an  effort  to  regain  control 
of  its  affairs,  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
international  after  an  “emergency”  was 
declared  and  the  local’s  offices  seized  last 
March  13. 

Counsel  for  the  local  has  rested  his  case 
after  compiling  lengthy  testimony  and  ex- 
haustively examining  scores  of  witnesses 
in  an  effort  to  prove  lA  President  George 
Browne  and  his  international  representa- 
tives overstepped  their  authority  in  tak- 
ing over  control  of  the  local.  One  item 
of  unfinished  business  will  be  37’s  attempt 
to  secure  contempt  citations  against 
Browne  and  other  lA  representatives  in 
connection  with  the  revocation  of  Local 
37’s  charter  and  the  establishment  of  five 
new  unions  in  its  place. 

Reports  Branded  False 

Fighting  from  the  sidelines,  Browne  took 
occasion  to  brand  as  false  reports  circu- 
lated that  producers  have  refused  to  open 
bargaining  negotiations  with  lA  locals  un- 
til the  current  Local  37  turmoil,  and  the 
ultimate  jurisdictional  fate  of  some  6,000 
of  its  members,  may  be  settled.  Browne 
pointed  out  three  of  the  newly-organized 
locals — the  laboratory  workers,  soimd 
technicians  and  cameramen — have  already 
taken  the  first  steps  toward  negotiating 
working  agreements  with  the  studios,  and 
are  merely  awaiting  the  return  of  Pat 
Casey,  Hays  office  labor  contact,  from 
New  York  before  continuing.  This  is 
borne  out  by  local  representatives  of  the 
producers’  association. 

Negotiating  committees  for  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  and  the  Artists  Managers 
Guild  scheduled  a meeting  at  which  the 
fate  of  the  SAG’s  licensing  program  for 
agents  was  expected  to  be  threshed  out 
once  and  for  all.  The  franchise  project 
has  been  sidetracked  time  and  again,  al- 
though at  one  time  it  was  reported  satis- 
factorily worked  out  and  awaiting  merely 
the  signatures  of  both  parties.  The  state 
legislature  recently  adopted  an  amendment 
to  the  state  labor  code  granting  the  SAG 
authority  to  arbitrate  disputes  between 
agents  and  clients,  a point  which  thereto- 
fore had  been  a major  stumbling  block. 

Awaiting  producer  signatures  is  the  new 
closed  shop  agreement  requested  by  the 


Long  Fourth  Weekend  Is 
Aim  of  Hollywoodians 

While  only  a few  studios  made  it  of- 
ficial, most  Hollywoodians  who  could  pos- 
sibly do  so  were  arranging  their  work 
schedules  to  take  advantage  of  a long 
Fourth  of  July  weekend,  planning  their 
programs  for  a three  or  four-day  holiday 
instead  of  reporting  to  work  July  3 and 
then  checking  out  again  for  Independence 
Day. 

None  of  the  major  studios  will  close  on 
the  day  before  the  holiday.  However, 
employes  of  Monogram  will  be  officially 
given  the  extra  day,  as  will  the  personnel 
of  the  Walt  Disney  studio.  Taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  alternative  offered  them, 
Hal  Roach’s  employes  worked  last  Sunday 
and  thus  will  be  given  next  Monday  off  for 
the  long  weekend.  Employes  of  the  Leon 
Schlesinger  studio,  however,  draw  the  most 
extensive  holiday,  as  the  plant  was  sched- 
uled to  shut  down  June  30  for  a two- 
week  stretch — following  Schlesinger’s  an- 
nual vacation  custom. 

On  those  lots  where  July  3 is  officially  a 
day  of  work,  only  those  actively  engaged 
in  production  or  those  forced  to  punch 
time  clocks  were  planning  to  check  in. 

Warner  Expanding  Coast 
Exploitation  Staff 

Expansion  in  Warner’s  coast  exploita- 
tion staff  has  shifted  Irving  Rubine  from 
his  duties  in  the  publicity  department, 
with  Marty  Weiser  transferred  from  his 
post  in  the  homeoffice.  Rubine  and  Wei- 
ser are  assisting  Ned  Holmes,  chief  of 
staff. 


Lanfield  on  "Swanee  River" 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  assigned 
Sidney  Lanfield  to  direct  “Swanee  River.” 
No  starting  date  has  been  set. 


Screen  Set  Designers  Guild.  Contract 
calls  for  a 100  per  cent  closed  shop,  44- 
hour  week  and  a basic  wage  scale  of  $1.70 
per  hour.  Apparently  still  at  deadlock  are 
the  negotiations  by  the  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  for  a producer  working  agreement, 
with  an  acceptable  wage  scale  the  major 
hurdle. 

The  Screen  Writers  Guild  held  its  regu- 
lar weekly  board  meeting,  with  the  status 
of  its  petition  for  a new  national  labor 
relations  board  hearing  on  charges  against 
the  producers  as  the  chief  topic  of  discus- 
sion. 


Studio  Employment 
Index  in  a Rise 

Filmdom’s  employment  index  is  rising 
with  several  hundred  craftsmen  working 
overtime  to  meet  the  July  15  starting  date 
set  by  Charlie  Chaplin  for  the  production 
of  “The  Dictators.”  At  RKO,  preparations 
for  “The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame”  and 
other  films  of  comparably  large  budgets 
have  forced  the  studio  to  double  its  art 
department  personnel  and  to  move  into 
larger  quarters. 

Paramount  has  sent  Walter  Bradford  to 
Miami  to  handle  exploitation  on  “Gulli- 
ver’s Travels,”  feature-length  cartoon  Max 
Fleischer  is  producing  there.  Don  As- 
baugh  has  joined  Paramount’s  publicity 
department  as  a writer.  All  scripters, 
Lenore  Coffee,  Courtland  Fitzsimmons, 
Lillie  Hayward,  Louis  S.  Kaye,  Julien 
Josephson  and  Allen  Rivkin,  have  checked 
out,  and  Lewis  Foster,  Irene  Kuhn,  Zion 
Meyers  and  Frank  Partos  have  been  added 
to  the  department. 

Richard  Halliday  reports  to  Paramount, 
July  5,  as  story  department  head.  Richard 
Mealan  succeeds  him  as  eastern  story 
editor. 

At  Metro,  Louis  K.  Sidney  has  joined 
the  Mervyn  LeRoy  unit  as  associate  pro- 
ducer, with  his  first  assignment  “Zieg- 
feld  Follies.” 

Ben  Holmes,  formerly  a scenarist-direc- 
tor at  RKO,  has  rejoined  that  studio  as  a 
writer  and  he  is  now  screen  treating  “The 
Saint’s  Double  Ti'ouble.” 

Henry  Henigson,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral ' manager  of  the  Myron  Selznick 
agency,  has  resigned,  effective  imme- 
diately. 

Walter  Wanger's  Unit 
Renews  Studio  Lease 

Walter  Wanger’s  United  Artists  pro- 
duction unit  will  remain  at  the  Samuel 
Goldwyn  studio  for  another  year  under 
terms  of  a renewal  lease  just  signed.  The 
contract  covers  office  space,  stages  and 
technical  and  production  equipment. 


Olivier  "Rebecca"  Lead 

Selznick  International  has  signed  Lau- 
rence Olivier  for  the  principal  male  role 
in  “Rebecca,”  the  Daphne  du  Maurier 
novel  which  Alfred  Hitchcock  will  direct. 
Olivier  reports  here  early  in  August. 
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Filmiles  Responsible 
For  FTP  Respite 

Hollywood  radio,  stage  and  screen 
organizations  played  a substantial  part  in 
the  action  which  precipitated  postpone- 
ment by  the  senate  appropriations  com- 
mittee for  another  60  days  of  a vote  to 
determine  whether  the  Federal  Theatres 
Project’s  death  warrant  shall  be  signed. 

Determined  that  everything  possible 
should  be  done  to  retain  the  FTP,  such 
groups  as  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  Screen 
Writers  Guild,  Screen  Directors  Guild,  Mo- 
tion Picture  Relief  Fund,  International 
Alliance  of  Theatrical  Stage  Employes, 
American  Federation  of  Radio  Artists,  Ac- 
tors Equity  and  other  similar  unions  have 
left  nothing  within  their  power  undone  in 
a concerted  drive  to  convince  the  nation’s 
lawmakers  that  abolishment  of  the  FTP 
would  be  nothing  short  of  disastrous. 

Of  particular  import  was  the  stand 
taken  by  MPRF  executives,  who  pointed 
out  in  no  uncertain  terms  that  abandon- 
ment of  the  FTP  would  throw  a large  por- 
tion of  its  personnel  directly  upon  the 
Fund  for  support.  This  view  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  other  groups  which  are 
attempting  to  stave  off  the  projects’  death- 
knell.  Another  strong  argument  advanced 
was  the  potential  effect  upon  the  nation 
through  the  loss  of  moderately-priced 
legitimate  entertainment  to  millions  where 
stage  productions  heretofore  have  been 
unknown. 

Hollywood  artists  broadcast  their  appeal 
on  two  nationwide  radio  programs,  first 
over  CBS  and,  the  following  night,  via 
NBC.  The  latter  broadcast  was  arranged 
for  as  part  of  the  mass  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  actors,  writers  and  directors  guilds, 
held  at  the  Hollywood  Playhouse  and  at- 
tended by  more  than  1,000  members  of  the 
three  guilds  and  other  interested  parties. 

Keynote  speech  was  delivered  over  the 
air  by  Lionel  Barrymore.  Other  speakers 
included  Chairman  Louis  Bromfield,  Ralph 
Morgan,  president  of  the  SAG;  Kenneth 
Macgowan,  Frank  Tuttle,  Charles  Brack- 
ett, president  of  the  SWG;  A1  Jolson,  Hugh 
Herbert,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Henry  Fonda, 
Marc  Connolly,  and  scores  of  others.  The 
CBS  broadcast  the  preceding  night  found 
Frank  Capra,  Morgan,  Brackett,  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke,  Claudette  Colbert,  James  Cag- 
ney, Melvyn  Douglas  and  others  making 
spirited  pleas  for  preservation  of  the  FTP. 

Earlier,  some  dozens  of  Hollywoodians 
dispatched  telegrams  to  the  California 
congressional  delegates  urging  them  to  in- 
tercede on  behalf  of  the  project.  Also 
stepping  into  the  fight  was  the  lATSE, 
with  Steve  Newman,  Coast  head,  also  wir- 
ing the  California  delegation  to  “expose 
and  eliminate  the  Communists”  in  the 
FTP  rather  than  abolish  the  entire  pro- 
gram. 


"Sky  Pilot"  Brethertons 

Third  of  Producer  Paul  Malvern’s  “Tail- 
spin  Tommy”  series  for  Monogram,  “Sky 
Pilot,”  will  be  directed  by  Howard  Breth- 
erton.  Norton  S.  Parker  is  scripting.  John 
Trent  will  repeat  in  the  title  role. 


Upsurge  in  Production 
Activity  Sustained 

With  47  productions  in  work  and  an- 
other seven  set  for  immediate  starts, 
major  studios  have  taken  another  sub- 
stantial jump  in  production  activity. 

Columbia  gunned  “The  Five  Little  Pep- 
pers and  How  They  Grew”  and,  after  a 
week’s  delay,  “The  Man  They  Couldn’t 
Hang,”  but  sent  “Golden  Boy”  into  the 
cutting  room,  thus  totaling  three  in  work. 
Metro  registers  ten,  having  finished 
“Miracles  for  Sale”  and  listing  no  new 
starters.  Monogram  has  but  one,  “The 
Girl  From  Rio,”  in  work. 

Paramount  hit  a high  mark  of  ten  by 
launching  “Seventeen”  and  “Our  Neigh- 
bors— the  Carters,”  while  Producer-Direc- 
tor Frank  Lloyd  wound  up  filming  on 
“Ruler  of  the  Seas.”  RKO  Radio  launched 
“Conspiracy”  and  finished  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell”  to  hold  even  with  a five-picture 
total.  Republic  has  two  features  and  a 
serial  in  work. 

“Drums  Along  the  Mohawk”  went  into 
production  at  20th  Century-Fox,  the  same 
studio  finishing  “The  Rains  Came”  to 
maintain  a six-picture  pace.  Hal  Roach 
finished  “A  Chump  at  Oxford”  for  United 
Artists,  with  UA  reporting  four  films  in 
work  among  its  various  producers.  “The 
Eyes  of  Scotland  Yard”  hit  the  starting 
line  at  Universal,  the  plant  totaling  a ca- 
pacity of  eight  films  in  production.  War- 
ner washed  up  “Kid  Nightingale,”  drop- 
ping to  seven. 

Plans  to  produce  a series  of  16  action 
films  for  1939-40  release  have  been  an- 
nounced by  William  G.  Smith,  operator  of 
Jewel  Productions,  independent  state- 
right  exchange  in  Los  Angeles.  Smith  will 
make  eight  railroad  melodramas  and  eight 
westerns,  he  declares,  and  will  seek  a 
major  release  for  them.  At  present  he  is 
searching  for  studio  space. 

Smith  produced  the  first  picture  in 
which  Rudolph  Valentino  was  featured, 
“The  Married  Virgin,”  in  1919,  and  has 
made  some  40  films  in  the  past  ten  years. 

Autry  Leaves  July  15 
For  Tour  in  England 

July  15  has  been  set  as  the  date  when 
Gene  Autry,  Republic  cowboy  star,  heads 
for  England  to  begin  a six-week  boxoffice- 
building personal  appearance  tour.  He 
leaves  for  New  York  upon  completion  of 
his  latest  picture,  “In  Old  Monterey”  and, 
in  his  p.  a.  trek,  will  be  accompanied  by 
Herbert  J.  Yates,  chairman  of  the  com- 
pany’s board  of  directors. 

Another  Republic  sagebrusher,  Roy 
Rogers,  has  returned  from  a five-week 
p.  a.  stint  through  the  east  and  south, 
and  is  preparing  to  start  film  work. 

After  a two-day  tryout  at  the  Fox  Cali- 
fornia Theatre  in  San  Bernardino,  Jack 
LaRue  pulled  out  for  a ten-week  engage- 
ment which  wiU  carry  him  to  Chicago, 
Milwaukee,  New  York  and  Boston. 


Bobby  Vernon  Rites  Held 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  here 
for  Bobby  Vernon,  veteran  comedian,  who 
died  from  a heart  attack.  He  was  40  years 
old.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  a daugh- 
ter and  his  mother. 


Progressive  Aclivity 
Leadership  MPDC's 

Currently  wearing  the  laurels  as  most 
active  of  Hollywood’s  many  progressive 
organizations  is  the  Motion  Picture  Demo- 
cratic Committee,  which  has  two  import- 
ant affairs  underway.  Of  a more  frolic- 
some nature  is  an  outdoor  circus  with 
merchandise  prizes,  screen  test  competi- 
tions and  other  entertainment,  being 
staged  under  the  direction  of  Philip  Dunne, 
vice-chairman.  Personal  appearances  were 
scheduled  to  be  made  by  Norma  Shearer, 
Miriam  Hopkins,  Janet  Gaynor,  Virginia 
Bruce  and  a number  of  other  film  note- 
ables.  A percentage  of  the  profits  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  Motion  Picture  Relief 
Fund. 

Four  studios  have  already  submitted  en- 
tries in  the  MPDC’s  contest  to  select  the 
outstanding  film  contribution  to  the  ideals 
of  democracy  during  the  period  from 
June,  1938,  to  June,  1939.  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy”  and  “Juarez”  were  en- 
tered by  Warner;  Walter  Wanger  sub- 
mitted “Blockade;”  Selznick  International 
turned  in  “Made  for  Each  Other;”  and 
20th  Century-Fox  has  entered  “Young  Mr. 
Lincoln”  and  “Alexander  Graham  Bell.” 
Winner  of  the  MPDC  award  will  be  se- 
lected by  a picked  group  of  judges  and 
announced  at  a special  banquet  to  be  held 
at  the  San  Francisco  World’s  Fair  early 
this  month. 

A number  of  Hollywoodians  were  laying 
plans  to  attend  the  West  Coast  Confer- 
ence for  Peace  and  Security,  opening  in 
San  Francisco,  July  1,  under  the  honorary 
chairmanship  of  Governor  Culbert  Olson 
— with  Melvyn  Douglas  staggering  picture 
schedules  to  make  a brief  appearance  in 
company  with  Gloria  Stuart,  Miriam 
Hopkins,  Herbert  Biberman  and  others  of 
the  local  progressive  colony.  Guest  speaker 
at  a meeting  of  the  Women’s  Committee 
of  the  American  League  for  Peace  and 
Democracy  was  Dorothy  Tree,  screen 
player.  The  group  convened  for  a special 
membership  meeting. 

Representing  the  screen  colony  in  a 
compendium  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
anti-Semitism  will  be  Arthur  D.  Howden 
Smith,  currently  on  Universal’s  scripting 
staff.  The  book  will  bring  together  the 
findings  of  sociologists,  anthropologists 
and  research  students  in  psychology,  eco- 
nomics and  other  subjects.  It  probably  will 
be  published  some  time  in  the  fall. 


Two  More  "Saints" 

Two  more  vehicles  have  been  added  to 
RKO  Radio’s  “The  Saint”  series.  Titles 
are  “The  Saint’s  Double  'Trouble”  and 
“The  Saint  on  Vacation.”  Both  are  Leslie 
Charteris  originals  and  will  feature  George 
Sanders.  Cliff  Reid  produces. 


Brahm  Megs  "Rio" 

Universal  has  assigned  John  Brahm  to 
direct  “Rio,”  with  Sigrid  Gurie  in  the 
starring  role,  replacing  Danielle  Darrieux. 
Picture  rolls  July  8 with  Basil  Rathbone 
and  Robert  Cummings  in  supporting  roles. 
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The  official  weekly  newspaper,  Hol- 
lywood Now,  published  by  Holly- 
wood Anti-Nazi  League,  merits  the 
appreciation  and  admiration  of  film  colony 
liberals  for  the  efficient  and  fearless  man- 
ner in  which  it  tracked  down  and  printed 
the  facts  concerning  the  recent  visit  to 
the  M-G-M  lot  by  the  editors  of  ten  im- 
portant German  newspapers,  who  paused 
briefly  in  Los  Angeles  as  the  first  stop  in 
a “goodwill”  tour  of  America,  having  just 
landed  after  a comparable  junket  through 
Japan. 

For  some  unaccountable  reason,  those 
efficient  gentlemen  who  control — that  is 
the  exact  word  and  it  is  amazingly  apro- 
pos—Leo’s  publicity  were  apparently  de- 
termined that  the  Nazi  newspapermen’s 
tour  through  the  Culver  City  studio  was 
to  be  kept  as  secret  as  possible.  Which, 
in  itself,  is  somewhat  confusing  to  the 
forthright  mind  unschooled  in  the  subtle- 
ties of  modern  motion  picture  public  rela- 
tions procedure.  Right  or  wrong,  wise  or 
unwise,  having  decided  to  open  the  portals 
of  the  studio  to  the  visiting  exponents  of 
Aryan  kultur,  why  further  aggravate  the 
general  resentment  of  Hollywood  to  the 
gesture  by  obvious  attempts  at  equivoca- 
tion? 

But,  despite  the  shroud  of  secrecy  with 
which  the  inspection  tour  was  cloaked, 
the  editor  of  Now,  one  Dorothy  Loeb,  went 
about  the  business  of  marshaling  and 
printing  the  “expose”  in  a manner  to  fill 
any  metropolitan  newspaper  staff  with 
pride.  As  far  as  a careful  check  can  re- 
veal, Now  was  the  only  publication  in  the 
community  to  carry  the  story.  The  local 
city  dailies  printed  the  fact  that  the  Ger- 
man editors  were  here  and  would  visit  a 
motion  picture  studio  as  a feature  of  the 
next  day’s  sight-seeing  tour.  Prom  that 
point  forward  they  were  significantly  si- 
lent as  to  which  studio — if  any — had  en- 
joyed the  doubtful  distinction  of  entertain- 
ing Herr  Hitler’s  spokesman  and  his  con- 
temporaries; which  is  perhaps  a lefthand- 


ed tribute  to  the  extreme  efficacy  of 
Metro’s  control  of  the  “news”  which  is 
privileged. 

In  limited  space,  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
print, or  even  review,  Now’s  story  of  the 
incident.  It  offers  reading  well  worth 
the  time  of  all  Hollywoodians  with  liberal 
tendencies. 

One  paragraph,  in  view  of  subsequent 
developments,  is  particularly  significant. 
Now  quoted  Robert  Vogel,  head  of  the  stu- 
dio’s foreign  publicity  department,  as  hav- 
ing explained  that  the  tour  was  arranged 
“at  the  request  of  the  German  consul.  Dr. 
George  Gyssling,  who  was  very  helpful  to 
us  in  the  Rossen  case.”  Vogel,  of  course, 
had  reference  to  Director  Richard  Rossen, 
who  has  just  returned  here  from  Ger- 
many, where  he  spent  more  than  a month 
in  a Nazi  jail  for  photographing  an  Aus- 
trian railway  station  in  an  area  not  cov- 
ered by  his  official  permits.  Vogel’s  ob- 
servation becomes  somewhat  ludicrous  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  two  days  later,  the 
Los  Angeles  Times  printed  a two-column 
interview  with  Rossen  in  which  he  stress- 
ed the  hardships  to  which  his  wife  and 
himself  were  subjected  during  their  soli- 
tary confinement  for  34  days  in  the  Ger- 
man prison — typified  by  the  following 
paragraph: 

“We  lived  in  terror  not  knowing  what 
would  become  of  us.  We  were  given  only 
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coffee,  mush  and  potato  soup  to  eat.  I 
lost  29  pounds.” 

Perhaps  it  is  pardonable  to  here  men- 
tion that  Boxoffice  was  the  only  trade- 
paper  circulated  in  Hollywood  to  report 
the  Metro  hospitality  extended  the  Ty- 
coons of  the  Teutonic  Tagenblatts. 


Publicist  Harry  (Sleeper)  Slott,  who  has 
been  struggling  along — sans  clients  most  of 
the  time — for  lol  these  many  reports 

that,  at  long  last,  his  business  is  colossal. 

He  has  been  retained  to  publicize  one  Ann 
Demetrio,  who  tips  the  scales  at  300  pounds, 
minus  greasepaint. 

Item  in  local  trade  paper: 

“Robert  Taylor  yesterday  wound  up  his 
love-making  scenes  with  Hedy  Lamarr  in 
‘Lady  of  the  Tropics’  and  gets  week’s  rest.” 

Hardly  seems  long  enough. 

Louis  B.  Mayer  recently  received  an  hon- 
orary degree  from  the  University  of  New 
Brunswick.  Which  sounds  only  slightly 
terrific  when  compared  with  notification 
to  Dr.  Adolph  Zukor  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  been  made  honorary  doctor  of  mo- 
tion picture  science  by  the  Universite 
Libre  de  Academia  Asiatica  of  India,  as 
well  as  an  honorary  member  of  the  Fed- 
eration International  des  Corps  de  Rech- 
ereches,  of  the  same  country. 

To  top  that,  Darryl  Zanuck  or  Jack 
Warner  will  have  to  receive  academic  ac- 
colades from  the  University  of  Mars. 

Ella  the  Extra  declares  that,  if  the  pres- 
ent exploitation  trend  to  premiere  pictures  in 
the  communities  furnishing  their  locale  con- 
tinues, South  Bend,  Ind.,  will  have  all  the 
best  of  it — what  with  RKO  slated  to  remake 
"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  and  Warner 
preparing  to  turn  the  cameras  on  "The  Spirit 
of  Knute  Rockne." 


No  Photo  Finish  for  Dumas 


A United  Artists  entry,  “The  Man  in 
the  Iron  Mask,”  with  Producer  Edward 
Small  up,  breezed  home  an  easy  and  un- 
questioned winner  of  Hollywood’s  weekly 
preview  sweepstakes.  It  encountered  lit- 
tle if  any  challenge,  having  been  a cine- 
matic Seabiseuit  dropped  into  a field  of 
platers.  Even  against  stiffer  competition, 
the  latest  celluloid  version  of  Alexander 
Dumas’  legendary  melodrama  could  have 
been  an  odds -on  favorite.  Certainly  one 
of  the  most  spectacularly  impressive  and 
abundantly  entertaining  films  to  be  screen- 
ed in  Hollywood  for  many  a month,  it  was 
mounted  most  unstintingly  by  Small,  di- 
rected with  verve  and  sweep  by  James 
Whale  and  enacted  by  a splendid  cast  in 
which  Louis  Hayward,  in  a dual  role,  and 
Joan  Bennett  are  the  standouts.  The 
swashbuckling  pace,  blended  with  touch- 
ing romance  and  rich  historical  signifi- 
cance, make  it  a worthy  successor  to 
Small’s  “Count  of  Monte  Cristo,”  made 
five  years  ago,  and  one  which  should 


slash  its  way  up  to  the  pinnacle  as  a box- 
office  attraction.  Meritorious  mention 
goes  to  George  Bruce  for  the  excellence 
with  which  he  transferred  the  Dumas  ori- 
ginal into  screenplay  form. 

* * 

The  remaining  five  pictures  can  all  be 
classified  as  acceptable  programmers,  the 
degree  of  acceptability  varying  in  direct 
ratio  to  their  respective  production  mount- 
ings and  the  booking  allocations  for  which 
they  were  made. 

Two  came  from  Republic.  In  “She 
Married  a Cop”  exhibitors  and  patrons 
alike  will  find  a breezy  and  engaging  mu- 
sical comedy,  the  general  handling  of 
which  once  more  indicates  that  the  North 
Hollywood  picture-making  plant  has  grad- 
uated from  the  minor  leagues.  Director 
Sidney  Salkow  and  Scenarist  Olive  Cooper 
were  successful  in  implanting  a generous 
load  of  laughs  and  Producer  Sol  C.  Siegel 
saw  to  it  that  Crooner  Phil  Regan — whose 
singing  is  better  than  his  emoting,  by  the 


way — was  given  topflight  support  by  cast- 
ing such  proven  players  as  Jean  Parker, 
Jerome  Cowan  and  Dorothea  Kent  in  fea- 
tured roles.  Regan  hits  the  mark  with 
four  well-spotted  and  tuneful  new  songs, 
deftly  blended  into  the  action. 

The  other  Republic  entry,  “Mickey,  the 
Kid,”  is  geared  for  enthusiastic  consump- 
tion in  the  neighborhood  houses  and, 
through  the  presence  of  young  Tommy 
Ryan  in  the  title  role,  should  be  a natural 
for  the  juvenile  trade.  Given  careful 
handling.  Master  Ryan  is  slated  to  carve 
out  a substantial  niche  for  himself  among 
the  screen’s  adolescent  Thespics.  A neat- 
ly-constructed script  in  the  cops-and-rob- 
bers vein  came  from  Doris  Malloy  and 
Gordon  Kahn,  and  was  handled  compet- 
ently by  Producer  Herman  Schlom  and  Di- 
rector Arthur  Lubin. 

Still  packing  plenty  of  dramatic  punch, 
Metro’s  “Stronger  Than  Desire” — a re- 
make of  “Evelyn  Prentice” — nevertheless 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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More  than  360  Metro  executives  and 
employes  battled  their  way  around  the 
Brentwood  Country  Club  golf  course  in 
the  studio’s  annual  tourney,  with  Gene 
Ruggerio,  a cutter,  grabbing  the  cup  by 
chalking  up  a 72.  Howard  Strickling  top- 
ped the  executive  division  with  an  87, 
while  Louis  B.  Mayer  turned  his  clubs 
over  to  a proxy,  after  four  holes,  the  sub- 
stitute finishing  with  a 93  . . . Preliminary 
details  in  preparation  for  filming  “Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police”  took  William 
H.  Pine,  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  executive  as- 
sistant, to  New  York,  whence  he  journeys 
to  Ottawa,  Calgary,  Regina,  Banff,  Lake 
Louise  and  the  Mackenzie  River  country 
. . . Illness  of  his  father,  J.  D.  Palmer, 
has  taken  Stuart  Palmer,  Paramount 
writer,  to  Baraboo,  Wis. 

* 

Irving  Reis,  Paramount  writer,  and  his 
wife  are  spending  a month’s  holiday  in 
the  high  Sierras  . . . Paul  Nathan,  Hal 
Wallis’  secretary  at  Warner,  has  returned 
from  a New  York  vacation. 

★ 

Succeeding  William  Collier  sr.,  William 
B.  Davidson  was  elected  president  of  the 
Masquers  at  the  club’s  annual  meeting. 
Other  officers:  Jean  Hersholt,  vice-presi- 
dent; Stanley  Taylor,  corresponding  sec- 
retary; Lloyd  Corrigan,  recording  secre- 
tary; Howard  Hanshey,  treasurer;  Frank 
Campeau,  librarian.  New  board  of  direc- 
tors includes  Robert  Armstrong,  William 
Dunn,  Ned  Sparks,  David  H.  Thompson 
and  Raymond  Walburn. 

* 

Gordon  Jennings,  head  of  Paramount’s 
special  effects  department,  and  Lynn 
Buell,  purchasing  agent,  teamed  up  for 
a two-week  fishing  trip  to  Jackson  Hole, 
Wyoming  . . . Some  370  Metro  employes 
and  executives  vied  for  honors  in  the  stu- 
dio’s annual  golf  tournament,  played  at 
the  Brentwood  country  club  . . . Pro- 
ducer Lester  Cowan  and  his  wife,  Ann 
Ronnell,  have  left  for  New  York  to  ar- 
range for  the  production  of  a play  on 
Broadway  . . . Edmund  Grainger  has  re- 
turned from  a short  holiday  in  the  north 
. . . Paramount’s  office  employes  re-elect- 
ed Carey  Hall  president  of  the  group  for 
his  third  term  . . . Daniel  T.  O’Shea,  as- 
sistant to  David  O.  Selznick,  and  his  fam- 
ily have  gone  east  on  a vacation  . . . Mrs. 
Theodore  Flynn,  mother  of  Errol  Flynn, 
and  his  sister  Rosemary  have  arrived  to 
spend  the  summer  with  the  actor. 

* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  LeRoy  Prinz  attended  the 
Louis-Galento  fight  . . . Walter  Wanger, 
in  San  Francisco,  addressed  the  American 
Library  Ass’n  convention  on  “Books  Be- 
come Photoplays.”  His  speech  was  broad- 
cast transcontinentally  . . . Donald  Crisp 
made  a short  trip  to  New  York  to  attend 
a showing  of  Warner’s  “Daughter  Cour- 
ageous,” in  which  he  has  an  important 
role. 

•k 

Sidney  Lanfield  has  returned  to  20th 
Century-Fox  after  a short  holiday  in  Man- 
hattan . . . Also  back  at  the  studio  is 
Royer,  dress  designer,  who  has  been  vaca- 
tioning in  Mexico  . . . Back  at  M-G-M 


after  a business  trip  to  New  York,  is  E. 
Maurice  Adler,  writer  in  the  shorts  de- 
partment. 

•k 

Florence  Roberts  has  returned  from  a 
New  York  holiday  to  prepare  for  her  next 
“Jones  Family”  assignment  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox . . . Arthur  Levy,  head  of  20th 
Century-Fox’s  wardrobe  department,  is  va- 
cationing at  Lake  Tahoe  for  three  weeks 
. . . Director  Andrew  Stone  is  back  at 
Paramount  after  a month  in  the  east. 

* 

Harold  Lloyd  went  to  Atlantic  City  to 
attend  the  Shriners’  convention,  and  to 
confer  with  George  Schaefer,  RKO  Radio 
president,  concerning  several  vehicles 
which  Lloyd  will  produce  for  the  com- 
pany . . . May  Robson  went  to  New  York 
to  do  interviews  and  radio  broadcasts  in 
connection  with  the  world  premiere  of 
Warner’s  “Daughters  Courageous,’’  in 
which  she  has  a leading  role. 

k 

Frank  McHugh  plans  a vacation  at  Cor- 
onado when  his  current  Warner  acting 
assignment  is  completed  . . . Priscilla  and 
Rosemary  Lane  tossed  a bowling  party  for 
a number  of  their  friends,  including  Jane 
Wyman  and  Ronald  Reagan,  Doris  Tap- 
linger,  Ann  Sheridan,  Cesar  Romero,  Claire 
Windsor,  Beverly  Roberts  and  Norman 
Krasna.  Affair  was  followed  by  a cock- 
tail party  and  buffet. 

* 

Harry  Warner  played  host  at  a studio 
breakfast  and  tour  of  the  studio  attended 
by  Major-General  Pedro  Aurelio  de  Goes 
Monteiro,  chief  of  staff  of  the  Brazilian 
army,  a number  of  his  aides,  and  more 
than  a dozen  members  of  the  U.  S.  air 
force  stationed  at  March  Field,  Riverside. 

k 

Commemorating  the  30th  anniversary  of 
his  entrance  into  motion  pictures,  Direc- 


does  not  measure  up  in  other  respects  with 
the  earlier  vehicle.  Probably  this  is 
chiefly  attributable  to  the  inability  of 
Walter  Pidgeon  and  Virginia  Bruce  to  ade- 
quately fill  the  shoes  of  William  Powell 
and  Myrna  Loy,  who  starred  in  the  first 
version.  However,  Producer  John  W.  Con- 
sidine  and  Director  Leslie  Fenton  have 
wrought  a substantially  satisfactory  item 
of  screen  fare  which  will  be  particularly 
enjoyable  for  those  who  missed  the  first 
filmization.  David  Hertz  and  William 
Ludwig  drafted  a creditable  scenario. 

RKO  Radio’s  decision  to  make  at  least 
one  of  its  “Saint”  pictures  in  the  native 
English  locale  was  thoroughly  vindicated 
in  “The  Saint  in  London,”  newest  and  by 
far  the  best  in  this  series  of  thrillers 
based  on  the  popular  stories  by  Leslie 
Charteris.  A thrill-a-second  screenplay, 
packed  with  suspense  and  leavened  with 
genuine  humor,  was  directed  with  finesse 
by  one  John  Paddy  Carstairs,  and  William 
Sistrom,  who  produced,  overlooked  no  bets 


tor  Irving  Cummings  was  guest  of  honor 
at  a luncheon  arranged  under  the  auspices 
of  the  20th  Century-Fox  publicity  depart- 
ment ...  A trainload  of  RKO  players  and 
Director  Leigh  Jason  pulled  out  for  Des 
Moines,  la.,  for  the  premiere  of  “Career.” 
Delegation  comprised  Edward  Ellis,  Leon 
Errol,  Alice  Eden,  John  Archer,  Anne  Shir- 
ley, Roscoe  Ates,  Jean  Hersholt,  Joy 
Hodges,  Patricia  Ellis,  Jean  Parker  and 
other  members  of  the  cast  . . . Adolph  Zu- 
kor  has  sailed  for  Honolulu  as  the  first 
leg  of  an  inspection  tour  of  Paramount’s 
Australian  holdings.  Mrs.  Zukor  is  ac- 
companying him. 

k 

Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  will  be  Holly- 
iDOod’s  representative  at  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  National  Educational  Ass’n 
in  San  Francisco,  and  will  be  guest  of 
honor  and  speaker  before  the  delegates  at 
their  yearly  banquet.  Preceding  Fairbanks’ 
appearance,  members  of  the  organization’s 
visual  education  group  will  be  shown  an 
educational  reel  prepared  from  footage 
shot  by  Frank  Lloyd  for  “Ruler  of  the 
Seas’’  . . . Helen  Gladys  Percey,  head  of 
Paramount’s  research  department  and 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Research 
Ass’n,  participated  in  a meeting  of  the 
Special  Libraries  section  of  the  American 
Library  Ass’7i  in  a symposium  held  in  San 
Frayicisco  . . . Anatole  Litvak  has  reported 
back  to  Warner  and  is  preparing  for  his 
next  directorial  assignment  following  a 
vacation  in  New  York. 

k 

Kenneth  Thomson,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  is  vacationing 
for  a week  . . . Paramount’s  studio  club 
has  re-elected  George  Bagnall  president 
for  his  third  term.  Other  officers  include 
H.  E.  McCroskey  and  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
vice-presidents;  Ralph  Green,  treasurer; 
and  Mildred  Brenton,  secretary. 


in  recruiting  an  impressively  competent, 
all-British  cast,  of  which  George  Sanders, 
in  the  title  role,  will  probably  be  the  only 
name  familiar  to  American  audiences. 
Script  was  written  by  Lynn  Root  and 
Frank  Fenton. 

Monogram’s  “Stunt  Pilot,”  second  in  the 
“Tailspin  Tommy”  series,  took  some  time 
to  wai’m  up  but  managed  to  hit  a satis- 
factory rate  of  speed  before  the  climax 
was  reached.  Some  well-photographed  fly- 
ing sequences  will  be  avidly  consumed  by 
the  kids,  most  of  whom  will  doubtless  be 
generous  enough  to  overlook  the  well-nigh 
miraculous  escape  from  death  of  John 
Trent,  crashing  out  of  control  from  a 
height  of  some  4,000  feet.  Surprisingly 
enough,  he  wasn’t  even  scratched.  Pro- 
ducer Paul  Malvern  stretched  his  budget 
to  the  utmost  to  give  the  picture  a payload 
of  thrills  and  action  and,  after  a lagging 
start.  Director  George  Waggner  attained 
a steady  and  rapid  clip.  Screenplay  was 
by  Scott  Darling  and  Joseph  West. 


Spearheads 

- (Continued  from  preceding  page)  . 
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Joseph  Schenck  Returns 
From  New  York  Visit 


Ending  a three-week  stay  in  New  York, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  has  returned  to  his 
desk  at  20th  Century-Fox.  On  his  com- 
bined business  and  pleasure  trip,  Schenck 
spent  some  time  in  conferences  with  Sid- 
ney R.  Kent,  president  of  the  company, 
relevant  to  the  production  and  business 
outlook  for  1939-40.  Herman  Wobber, 
general  sales  manager,  who  is  currently  on 
the  coast  huddling  with  Darryl  Zanuck, 
William  Goetz,  Sol  Wurtzel  and  other 
studio  executives,  is  expected  to  return 
east  next  week.  He  was  accompanied  here 
by  Morton  Levy,  midwestern  sales  head 
and  pilot  of  the  Sidney  Kent  sales  drive, 
and  Roger  Perri,  editor  of  Dynamo,  com- 
pany house  organ.  Making  a brief  stop- 
over at  the  studio  en  route  to  the  home- 
office  was  Del  Goodman,  managing  di- 
rector in  the  Orient. 

James  Roosevelt,  vice-president  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  is  back  in  the  film 
capital  after  spending  a week  at  the  Gold- 
wyn office  in  New  York  and  making  a 
short  stopoff  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Story  properties,  particularly  the  pos- 
sible acquisition  of  screen  rights  to  sev- 
eral current  Broadway  stage  successes,  are 
the  subject  of  conferential  scrutiny  by 
Jake  Wilk,  eastern  production  executive 
for  Warner,  and  Jack  Warner,  vice-presi- 
dent. Wilk  is  in  for  a stay  of  about  a 
week. 

Further  production  plans  in  connection 
with  his  RKO  Radio  release  are  being  dis- 
cussed in  New  York  by  Herbert  Wilcox, 
sitting  in  with  President  George  Schaefer. 
Wilcox’s  first  film,  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,” 
has  been  sent  to  the  cutting  room.  The 
producer-director  will  return  in  two 
weeks  to  supervise  scoring  and  synchro- 
nization, after  which  he  leaves  for  Eng- 
land, accompanied  by  his  star,  Anna 
Neagle. 

With  an  immediate  start  scheduled  for 
his  first  film,  Boris  Moros  has  returned 
from  New  York,  where  he  attended  the 
annual  RKO  Radio  sales  convention.  The 
Morros  production  unit  has  established 
headquarters  at  General  Service  studio. 
Initial  vehicle  for  RKO  Radio  release  will 
be  “The  Plying  Deuces,”  co-starring  Stan 
Laurel  and  Oliver  Hardy,  which  Edward 
Sutherland  will  direct. 


James  Roosevelt  Draws 
New  Goldwyn  Pact 

“In  recognition  of  the  work  he  has  done 
in  the  production  and  distribution  fields 
during  his  first  six  months  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.”,  the  pro- 
ducer has  signed  James  Roosevelt,  son  of 
the  President,  to  a new  long-term  con- 
tract. 


Wood  to  Goldwyn 

New  York — Sam  Wood  joins  the  Samuel 
Goldwyn  organization  immediately  with 
the  signing  of  a long-term  directing  pact. 
His  initial  effort  under  the  Goldwyn  ban- 
ner will  be  “Raffles,”  with  David  Niven 
and  Olivia  de  Havilland. 


• REVIEW  FLASHES  • 


BLACK  LIMELIGHT  (Alliance)— An  over- 
melodramatic  British  film  with  Raymond 
Massey  in  the  cast.  It  is  good  as  a case 
study  of  a great  actor  struggling  through  a 
poor  performance.  Otherwise  it  deals  with 
homicidal  murders  and  a homicidal  maniac 
who  goes  berserk  during  the  full  moon. 
Walter  O.  Mycroft  directed. 

COWBOY  QUARTERBACK  (WB)— The  old 
story  of  the  hayseed  with  lots  of  natural 
ability  signed  by  a big  league  football 
club  in  this  case  doesn't  fit  so  well.  It  is 
short  on  comedy  and  large  patches  go  be- 
yond pure  burlesque.  Bert  Wheeler  de- 
livers as  well  as  might  be  expected.  Marie 
Wilson  snares  acting  honors.  Noel  Smith 
directed. 

LENIN  IN  1918  (Amk) — Its  completeness 
makes  it  too  long  though  it  embodies  splen- 
did drama,  human  interest  and  humor. 
Boris  V.  Shchukin,  Nikolai  Cherkassov. 
Mikhail  Romn  directed. 

MAN  IN  THE  IRON  MASK,  THE  (UA)— Pro- 
ducer Edward  Small  who,  five  years  ago, 
won  distinction  by  making  "Count  of 
Monte  Cristo,"  has  lost  none  of  his  flair 
for  bringing  to  the  screen  the  sweeping 
and  engrossing  semi-historical  melodrama 
of  the  immortal  Alexander  Dumas.  Rich  in 
spectacle,  unfaltering  in  the  rapidity  of  its 
action,  touchingly  romantic  and  possessing 
most  of  the  other  proven  elements  of  the 
best  in  entertainment,  here  is  one  of  the 
most  impressive  pictures  shown  in  Holly- 
wood this  year.  It  should  be  boxoffice 
dynamite.  The  cast,  from  Louis  Hayward 
and  Joan  Bennett  at  the  helm  to  the  small- 
est bit  player,  is  well  nigh  flawless.  James 
Whale  directed. 

MOUNTAIN  RHYTHM  (Rep)— Gene  Autry 
shares  the  usual  hero's  part  with  a salty 
mess  of  hoboes  in  this  better-than-average 
western.  It's  off  to  a slow  start,  but  the 
closing  reels  get  hot  and  pack  the  sort  of 
climax  that  makes  for  general  excitement. 
Reeves  Eason  directed. 

NEWS  IS  MADE  AT  NIGHT  (20th-Fox)— The 
breezy  spirit  of  this  newspaper  yarn  of  an 
editor  who  saves  on  innocent  man  from 
the  death  house  will  get  it  by  where  audi- 
ences ore  not  expected  to  swallow  it  whole. 


Preston  Foster,  Lynn  Bari.  Alfred  Werker 
directed. 

NORTH  OF  THE  YUKON  (Col)— A fair  to 
middling  western  that  concerns  itself  with 
the  Mounties  and  fur  raiders.  Charles 
Starrett,  Linda  Winters.  Sam  Nelson  di- 
rected. 

ON  BORROWED  TIME  (M-G-M)— For  this 
and  any  other  time,  Metro  has  produced  a 
hauntingly  poignant  film  which  should 
meet  with  wide  acclaim.  Death,  as  per- 
sonified by  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  loses  its 
sinister  character  and  becomes  personable 
and  human.  How  Lionel  Barrymore  and 
Bobs  Watson  literally  tree  him  makes  for 
unusual  and  effective  entertainment.  Splen- 
did acting  and  sensitive  direction  by  Har- 
old S.  Bucquet  give  Leo  something  to  roar 
about. 

SECOND  FIDDLE  (20th-Fox) — A romantic 
comedy  whose  best  assets  are  a sprightly, 
mirthful  story.  Platinum  production  mount- 
ing and  music  by  Irving  Berlin.  Sonja 
Henie,  co-starred  with  Tyrone  Power,  ap- 
pears less  advantageously  than  in  her 
former  pictures  because  of  a role  ill-fitted 
to  her  talents.  The  skating  sequences  are 
limited  and  irrelevant  to  motivation.  Power 
grabs  acting  honors.  Gene  Markey  pro- 
duced; Sidney  Lanfield  directed. 

STRAIGHT  TO  HEAVEN  (SR)— A Negro  pic- 
ture that  qualifies  as  standard  entertain- 
ment for  Negro  audiences.  A story  of  the 
law  and  racketeers  with  Harlem  the  locale. 
Nina  Mae  McKinney,  Jack  Carter.  Pro- 
duced and  directed  by  Arthur  Leonard. 

STUNT  PILOT  (Mono) — Second  in  the  "Tail- 
spin  Tommy"  series,  this  struggles  a bit 
in  the  takeoff  but  climbs  to  a high  level 
as  an  action  melodrama.  Flying  sequences 
will  score  a direct  hit  with  the  kids.  Paul 
Malvern  produced;  George  Waggner  di- 
rected. 

TYPHOON  TREASURE  (SR)— The  only  mark 
of  distinction  about  this  film  is  that  United 
Artists  distributed  it  in  Australia.  Other- 
wise it  is  amateurish  stuff  about  a young 
pearler  whose  ship  is  wrecked  in  a ty- 
phoon with  its  entire  treasure  on  board, 
and  the  experiences  he  encounters  before 
recovering  it.  Noel  Momkman  directed. 


COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in  an 
early  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 


Morris  in  Carson  Role: 
Third  on  the  Subiect 

Warner  has  assigned  Wayne  Morris  the 
starring  role  in  a biography  of  Kit  Car- 
son,  now  being  scripted  by  Earl  Snell  for 
production  before  the  end  of  the  summer. 
Edward  Small’s  United  Artists  schedule 
also  lists  a Carson  story,  and  Columbia 
is  currently  filming  a serial  based  on  the 
same  character. 


Ella  Herbert  Advisor  on 
Film  of  Father  s Life 

Paramount  has  contracted  Ella  Herbert, 
daughter  of  the  late  Victor  Herbert,  to 
serve  as  technical  advisor  on  the  film 
based  on  her  father’s  life,  which  is  now  in 
preparation.  Russell  Crouse  and  Robert 
Lively  are  working  on  the  screenplay,  with 
Allan  Jones  and  Mary  Martin  already  set 
for  leading  roles. 
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SCRIPTERS 


— l.arry  Dariuour 

ERIC  TAYLOR  to  ‘^Fugitive  Island,”  Jack  Holt 
starrer  which  Columbia  will  release.  Lewis  Col- 
lins directs. 

— Metro 

BARTLETT  CORMACK  to  "The  Days  Before 
Lent.”  a Harry  Rapf  production. 

LEON  GORDON  teamed  with  JACK  McGOWAN 
on  “Broadway  Melody  of  1940,”  ■which  will  co- 
star  Fred  Astaire  and  Eleanor  Powell. 

ERNEST  PAGANO  to  “Ziegfeld  Girl”  for  Pro- 
ducer MervjTi  LeRoy. 

FRE1.>  ZINNEMAN  to  “Bonanza."  a story  of 
Mexico’s  silver  rush,  in  which  'VVallaoe  Beery  will 
be  starred.  Harry  Rapf  will  produce. 

— ^Jono;>rram 

NORTON  S.  PARKER  to  “Sky  Pilot.”  next  in 
the  “Tailspin  Tommy”  series  which  Paul  Malvern 
will  produce.  It  starts  July  21. 

— Paramount 

JESSE  LASKY  jr.  teamed  with  ALAN  LEMAY" 
cn  “Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police,”  Cecil  B. 
DeMille’s  next  production. 

W.  R.  LIPMAN  to  “Quick  Money.” 

— KKO  Radio 

DON  PKINDLE  to  “The  Day  the  Bookies  Wept,” 
a Joe  Penner  comedy. 

HANS  KRALY'  to  “The  Man  Who  Lost  Him- 
self.” a AYalter  Futter  production  starring  I..eslie 
Howard. 

JOHN  TWIST  to  “Father  Damien.”  the  biog- 
raphy by  John  Farrow,  "wdiich  Farrow  will  direct. 

LAIT  jr.  to  “The  Peace  Maker,”  which 
Bert  Gilroy  will  produce. 

^^■YAREN  DE  YVOLFE  to  “Saga  of  Death  Val- 
ley,” a Roy  Rogers  w'estern.  Joe  Kane  will  pro- 
duce and  direct. 

— Republic 

ROBERT  PRESNELL  to  “Narrow  Path,”  a 
Robert  North  production. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

ROV  LAND  BROYVN  to  “Dance  With  the 
Devil.”  a co-starring  vehicle  for  Tyrone  Power 
and  Don  Ameche.  Gene  Markey  will  produce. 

— I'niversal 

JANE  HALL  to  an  untitled  story  for  Deanna 
Durbin.  Joe  Pasternak  will  produce. 

— Victory 

JOSEPH  O’DONNELI.,  to  “Fighting  Renegade,” 
a Tim  McCoy  western. 

— Walter  YVanger 

ROBERTSON  WtllTE  to  “World  Cruise,”  which 
Tay  Garnett  will  direct. 

— 'YVarner  Bros. 

MAURICE  HANLINE  to  “Where  There’s  a 
Will.” 

CHARLES  BELDEN  to  “Girls  Without  Names.” 
JERRY”  WALD  to  “Models,”  featuring  Ann 
Sheridan.  Jeffrey  L>mn  and  Eddie  Albert. 

LIEUT.  BERNARD  LAY”,  army  aircraft  au- 
thority, to  “Eyes  of  the  Army,”  in  which  George 
Brent  and  Olivia  de  Havilland  will  be  starred. 
Script  will  be  submitted  to  Major-Gen.  H.  H.  Ar- 
nold, chief  of  the  U.  S.  army  air  corps,  for  his 
approval. 

SETON  I.  MILLER  to  “20,000  Years  in  Sing 
Sing.” 

TET>  REEVES  to  “City  of  Iron  Men,”  his  own 
original.  James  Cagney  will  be  starred. 


Spanish  Version  Planned 
For  'The  Girl  From  Rio' 

Aiming  at  increased  revenue  in  the 
Latin-American  countries.  Monogram  is 
filming  “The  Girl  From  Rio”  in  English 
and  Spanish  versions.  The  E.  B.  Derr  pro- 
duction is  being  directed  by  Lambert  Hill- 
yer.  Technical  supervision  of  the  dia- 
logue, orchestrations  and  songs  for  the 
Spanish  version  is  in  the  hands  of  Albert 
Sergio,  imported  from  Mexico  City  for  the 
chore. 


Talent  Hunt  a Topic 

An  insight  into  the  discovery  and  de- 
velopment of  new  motion  picture  talent 
will  be  provided  in  “Public  Relations,”  an- 
nounced for  production  by  20th  Century- 
Fox.  Mary  Healy,  Brenda  Joyce  and 
Linda  Darnell,  three  studio  newcomers, 
will  have  the  leads. 


Condor  Revamp  Nears 
By  Dismissal  of  Suits 

Another  forward  step  in  plans  for  re- 
organization of  Condor  Pictures,  Inc.,  was 
taken  when  federal  court  dismissed  suits 
filed  against  directors  and  executives  of 
the  company  by  stockholders  who  charged 
misrepresentation  of  facts  in  the  filing  of 
the  company’s  stock  registration  with  the 
securities  and  exchange  commission.  The 
federal  ruling  held  that  the  stockholders’ 
requests  their  money  be  returned  were 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  of  the 
securities  law,  which  limits  the  time  for 
filing  such  action  to  one  year.  M.  H. 
Hoffman,  George  Hirlima,  Albert  Lieber- 
man  and  Frank  Snell  were  among  the  de- 
fendants. 

Franklyn  Warner,  president  of  Fine  Arts 
Pictures,  was  expected  in  from  New  York, 
where  he  sat  in  on  another  “showdown” 
meeting  with  President  E.  W.  Hammons 
of  Grand  National,  but  maintaining  sil- 
ence as  to  release  plans  for  forthcoming 
PA  product.  While  in  the  east  he  signed 
to  produce  24  more  features  during  the 
next  two  years  in  the  Cosmocolor  tint 
process,  now  completed.  Grand  National 
itself  is  at  a production  standstill. 

With  “Power,”  first  in  the  series, 
scheduled  for  production  within  two  weeks, 
Gontard-Ilfeld  Productions  has  signed 
John  Deering  as  narrator  of  a series  of 
short  subjects  to  be  made  under  the  gen- 
eral title  of  “The  Romance  of  Industry.” 
No  release  has  been  set. 

Sam  Katzman  has  started  production  of 
“Fighting  Renegade,”  a Tim  McCoy  west- 
ern, with  Sam  Newfield  directing. 


Mid- July  Start  Seen  lor 
Chaplin's  "Dictators" 

One  of  the  most  potentially  significant 
thrusts  at  totalitarianism  in  the  industry’s 
unofficial  Americanization  campaign, 
Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Dictators”  seems 
certain  to  get  underway  by  mid- July,  with 
the  Chaplin  studio  now  humming  with 
preparatory  activity. 

Shaping  up  the  long-deferred  produc- 
tion, which  United  Artists  will  release, 
Chaplin  has  several  hundred  technicians 
busy  constructing  sets  and  clearing  stages 
for  actual  camera  work.  Technical  as- 
signments handed  out  include  Russell 
Spencer,  art  director;  Ira  Morgan  and 
Rollie  Totheroh,  cinematography,  and 
Jack  Wilson,  assistant  to  Alfred  Reeves, 
general  manager.  Paulette  Goddard  will 
be  the  leading  lady,  with  Chaplin  portray- 
ing a dual  role. 

If  negotiations  now  underway  prove  suc- 
cessful, the  on-again-off-again  filmization 
of  Sinclair  Lewis’  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here” 
may  yet  hit  the  screen.  Attaches  of  the 
Burbank  plant  confirm  reports  that  the 
Warner  studio  has  exhibited  a willingness 
to  buy  the  property  from  M-G-M,  which 
only  recently  shelved  it  on  the  grounds 
that  “times  are  not  politically  propitious” 
for  its  making — and  with  consummation 
of  the  deal  apparently  hinging  on  the  ar- 
rangement of  satisfactory  terms.  Vehicle 
had  been  poised  right  on  the  starting  line 
at  Metro,  with  producer,  director  and  sev- 
eral members  of  the  cast  set,  when  execu- 
tives decided  to  abandon  the  project. 


OPTIONS 


—Columbia 

CHARLES  STARRETT  held  for  another  year 
as  a western  star. 

STANLEY  BROWN,  actor,  given  one-year  con- 
tract extension. 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

IRMGAARD  VON  CUBE  held  for  another  term 
as  a staff  writer. 

— ^Metro 

HENWAR  RODAKIEWICZ  joins  writing  staff 
on  term  ticket. 

MARTIN  BERKELEY”  signs  writing  contract. 

— Ihvramount 

MARTHA.  RAYE  given  contract  extension.  Sho 
is  currently  in  “$1,000  a Touchdown.” 

— RKO  Ka<lio 

ALLAN  LANE,  actor,  held  for  another  year. 

— Republic 

BARRY  MACKAY,  stage  actor,  given  term 
contract  and  the  male  lead  in  “Mob  Fury.” 

DUNCAN  RENALDO  signs  term,  pact,  joining 
the  “Three  Mesquiteers”  in  the  spot  vacated  by 
Ray  Corrigan. 

— Charles  R.  Rogers 

SCOTTY”  BECKETT,  juvenile  actor,  signed  to 
term  contract  calling  for  two'  pictures  yearly. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

KANE  RICHMOND,  actor,  and  HELEN  ERICK- 
SON and  LILLIAN  PORTER,  stock  players,  given 
contract  extensions. 

LIONEL  ATWILL  held  for  another  acting  term. 
HARRY”  JOE  BROWN  draws  new  two-year  con- 
tract as  associate  producer. 

— Universal 

ANNE  NAGEL  signs  acting  contract,  with  a 
role  in  “Unexpected  Father”  as  her  first  assign- 
ment. 

CONSTANCE  MOORE,  actress,  held  for  another 
term. 

FRANCES  ROBINSON,  actress,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

— B’alter  Waiiger 

ROBERTSON  WHITE  joins  writing  staff  to  de- 
velop an  original. 

— Barner  Bros. 

OTIS  MALCOI^M,  aide  to  Perc  Westmore,  make- 
up chief,  given  new  contract. 

HERBERT  ANDERSON  given  term  acting  con- 
tract. 


Jean  Hersholt  Re-elected 
By  M.  P.  Relief  Fund 

Discussion  of  plans  for  the  coming  year, 
and  election  of  officers  to  guide  its  desti- 
nies during  the  new  period,  were  the  high- 
lights of  the  annual  membership  meeting 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund.  James 
Roosevelt  detailed  his  progress  in  connec- 
tion with  plans  for  the  creation  of  a new 
fund  to  care  for  permanent  relief  cases, 
with  approximately  $100,000  yearly  to  be 
contributed  by  producers,  according  to 
present  aims. 

Re-elected  to  office  were  Jean  Hersholt, 
president:  Ralph  Block,  Joan  Crawford 
and  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  vice-presidents, 
and  George  Bagnall,  treasurer.  Ginger 
Rogers  was  elected  to  the  new  post  of 
fourth  vice-president. 

12  on  1939-40  Schedule 
Completed  by  Disney 

Twelve  of  the  18  cartoon  shorts  sched- 
uled by  Walt  Disney  for  RKO  release  on 
the  1939-40  schedule  have  already  been 
completed,  according  to  Hal  Horne,  vice- 
president  of  the  cartoon  plant.  Donald 
Duck  is  featured  in  the  majority  of  the 
output,  with  Mickey  Mouse  and  Pluto 
claiming  the  remainder  of  the  stellar 
billing. 


Florey  for  Neumann 

Robert  Florey  has  replaced  Kurt  Neu- 
mann as  director  of  Paramount’s  “Death 
of  a Champion.”  Film  has  just  gotten  un- 
der way  as  a William  Wright  production. 
Neumann  will  be  given  another  assign- 
ment. 
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I^AILT  ILAKIE 

^HE  Studio  theatre  has  reopened  follow- 
* ing  renovation  necessitated  by  a recent 
fire  which  gutted  the  building.  Chester 
Price  is  house  manager  of  the  Inter- 
mountain imit. 

Local  theatres  joined  in  with  National 
Tire  Safety  Week,  admitting  free  those 
persons  presenting  an  unsafe  tire.  Four 
thousand  of  these  were  burned  in  a spec- 
tacular blaze  as  the  finale  to  the  drive. 

A five-cent  boost  in  admissions  has  been 
effected  by  Joe  Lawrence,  operator  of  the 
State  Theatre.  Second  run  duals  is  the 
house  policy. 


More  than  2,500  actors,  directors,  play- 
wrights and  other  theatre  technicians  have 
found  their  way  back  to  regular  jobs  in 
the  stage  and  entertainment  world  from 
the  WPA  federal  theatre  project  during 
the  three  and  one-half-year  period  end- 
ing April  1,  1939,  it  was  announced  by 
Col.  F.  C.  Harrington,  administrator. 

Helen  Garrity,  head  of  the  local  pub- 
licity department  for  the  Intermountain 
Theatres,  Inc.,  is  vacationing  on  the  coast. 

The  new  Rivoli  at  Springville  has  been 
opened.  Emil  Ostlund  is  the  owner  of  the 
house  ...  A fortune  reading  for  every  adult 
patron  is  provided  by  the  Victory  Theatre 
here  in  its  lobby  from  1:30  to  9:30  p.  m. 

Manager  Bill  Seib  of  the  local  Colum- 
bia exchange  reports  a number  of  con- 
tracts signed.  Robert  Hill,  Columbia  sup- 
ervisor, is  expected  within  a few  days  to 
confer  with  Seib. 

E.  W.  Wilson,  manager  for  Grand  Na- 
tional, is  contacting  circuits  in  the  terri- 
tory ...  P.  A.  Neilson,  booker  and  office 
manager  for  GN,  left  on  a trip  into  south- 
ern Utah. 

Sam  Gardner,  Metro’s  manager  here,  is 
calling  on  exhibitors  in  Montana  . . . Rick 
Ricketson,  division  manager  for  FWC,  is 
another  who  is  headed  for  Montana  . . . 
Fred  Glass,  recovered  from  a foot  infec- 
tion, is  back  on  the  job  at  the  FWC  of- 
fice . . . Wayne  Thierot,  Paramount  book- 
er, is  expected  back  shortly  from  a vaca- 
tion tour. 

The  American  Theatre  at  Butte  has  been 
rebuilt  by  Fox  and  is  presenting  second 
run  pictures.  John  O’Neal  is  house  mana- 
ger. 

Grin  J.  Hazen,  Salt  Lake  City  Service 
'Theatre  Supply  Co.  executive,  is  vaca- 
tioning . . . Herschel  Stewart  is  back  at 
his  managerial  desk  at  the  local  Fox  West 
Coast  offices  after  a short  business  trip. 

Manager  Norman  Sprowl  of  the  Utah 
Theatre  and  Henry  Ungerleider,  statisti- 
cian for  Intermountain,  are  expected  back 
soon  from  their  coast  vacation  and  visit  to 
the  San  Francisco  Fair  . . . Monogram 
Manager  W.  W.  McKendrick  is  expecting 
District  Manager  Lon  T.  Fidler  in  for  a 
visit  from  Denver  . . . James  R.  Keitz, 
manager  for  Mercury,  is  busy  in  the  ter- 
ritory. 


Sealed! — 

Formalizing  of  the  Sterling  Circuit 
deal  for  W arner-First  National  1939- 
40  product.  Signing  the  contract  is 
John  Danz,  Sterling  president.  Seated 
at  the  left  is  Bill  Forman,  general 
manager  of  the  chain.  Standing  are 
Bill  Shartin,  Seattle  WB  mayiager, 
and  W.  E.  Calloway,  Warner  division 
manager.  The  lad  in  the  picture  on 
the  wall  is  Mickey,  Forman’s  son  and 
Danz’  grandson.  Danz  gets  the  prod- 
uct because  Warner  decided  to  sell 
away  from  Fox  West  Coast. 

Absence  of  ITO  Directors 
Postpones  Study  of  Code 

Los  Angeles — Absence  of  two  members 
of  the  board  of  directors  has  forced  post- 
ponement of  the  scheduled  directors’  meet- 
ing by  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
of  Southern  California  and  Arizona  to 
study  the  revised  distributor-exhibitor 
trade  practice  code.  Robert  Poole,  general 
secretary,  declared  the  meeting  might  be 
called  for  later  in  the  week  or,  possibly, 
delayed  until  next  week. 

If  passed  by  the  directorate,  the  code 
will  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  general 
membership  and,  if  approved,  will  be  re- 
turned to  the  New  York  committee. 


Los  Angeles  Allied  Unit 
Postpones  "Pep"  Meet 

Los  Angeles — Decision  to  hold  further 
discussion  concerning  developments  at 
the  recent  national  Allied  convention  in 
Minneapolis  has  caused  directors  of  the 
local  Allied  chapter  to  postpone,  for  an- 
other week,  their  scheduled  “pep”  meet- 
ing, through  which  they  will  launch  their 
first  determined  drive  for  members. 

James  Quinn,  Allied’s  executive  secre- 
tary, plans  to  issue  invitations  to  the 
gathering  to  all  independent  exhibitors  in 
the  territory,  whether  or  not  they  may  be 
affiliated  with  some  other  organization. 
Keynote  address,  describing  events  at  the 
Allied  convention,  will  be  delivered  by 
Quinn,  who  was  the  local  chapter’s  dele- 
gate, and  important  speeches  which  were 
recorded  at  the  national  parley  will  be 
played  back  for  attending  members. 


Warner  Finds  Outlet 
In  Danz'  Houses 

Seattle — One  of  the  most  important  lo- 
cal theatre  transactions  in  recent  seasons 
was  completed  in  Seattle  when  John  Danz, 
president  of  the  Sterling  Chain  Theatres, 
independent  circuit,  signed  a contract  for 
Warner  and  First  National  1939-1940 
product.  All  the  feature  pictures  and  short 
subjects  produced  by  Warner  will  be  shown 
first  run  exclusively  in  the  Danz  theatres. 

In  keeping  with  this  announcement,  Danz 
stated  that  his  ace  house,  the  Palomar, 
will  be  remodeled  and  redecorated  to  inaug- 
urate the  new  policy  that  becomes  effective 
in  August. 

Negotiations  for  the  Warner  deal  have 
been  in  progress  since  the  announcement 
by  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  sales  chief,  that  the 
product  would  be  sold  away  from  the  Fox 
houses.  'The  Pox-Evergreen  theatres  have 
five  first-run  downtown  Seattle  theatres 
and  heretofore  have  played  all  of  the 
Warner  pictures. 

Ben  Kalmenson,  western  division  sales 
chief,  here  from  New  York,  and  W.  E. 
Calloway,  western  division  district  mana- 
ger along  with  Bill  Shartin,  local  branch 
manager,  worked  out  the  final  details  of 
the  deal  with  John  Danz  and  his  general 
manager.  Bill  Forman. 

Danz  also  announced  that  he  will  con- 
tinue the  policy  of  stage  shows  at  the 
Palomar,  presenting  screen  and  stage  stars 
in  person  as  headliners  of  stage  bills.  The 
top  Warner  pictures  will  head  the  Palomar 
programs  while  the  balance  of  the  prod- 
uct will  be  used  in  the  Colonial,  keeping 
this  house  a first  run  exclusive.  'The 
Sterling  chain  controls  18  theatres  in  Se- 
attle, six  downtown,  two  in  the  south  end 
and  ten  suburban  houses. 

The  Orpheum  in  Portland,  Ore.,  one  of 
the  town’s  ace  houses,  has  just  been  ac- 
quired by  Danz,  and  Bill  Forman  owns 
two  houses  in  Dalles,  Ore. 


Banquet  by  Jack  Warner 
For  Independents 

Los  Angeles — Independent  exhibitors 
operating  in  the  Fox  West  Coast  territory 
who  have  contracted  for  Warner  product 
for  the  1939-40  season  will  be  guests  of 
Jack  Warner  at  a banquet  to  be  held  at 
the  Warner  studio  in  Burbank.  Plans  are 
being  laid  to  stage  the  affair  within  30 
days. 


"Camerateur  Night"  Makes 
Debut  in  Santa  Barbara 

Santa  Barbara — A new  audience  stimu- 
lant. known  as  “Camerateur  Night,”  is  be- 
ing tried  out  in  Fox  West  Coast’s  Arling- 
ton 'Theatre  by  Manager  Arthur  Solomon, 
with  circuit  executives  keeping  close  check 
on  it  as  a possible  substitute  for  give- 
aways and  cash  nights  throughout  the 
chain. 

Under  the  plan,  amateur  photographers 
submit  stills  and  movies  for  screening  one 
night  a week,  cash  awards  going  to  win- 
ners in  the  two  divisions. 
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LARGE  week  was  undergone  by  exhibi- 
tors, and  show-business  in  general. 
Many  out-of-town  showmen  were  here  put- 
ting in  time.  Tuesday,  in  the  evening,  the 
world  championship  fight  between  Al 
Hostak,  former  champ,  and  Solly  Krieger, 
the  present  title  holder,  was  fought.  Esti- 
mated gate  was  about  $80,000.  Wednesday 
at  noon,  an  exhibitors’  meeting  in  the 
quarters  of  the  Northwest  Film  Club  was 
called  by  the  MPTO.  This  meeting  dealt 
mostly  with  the  future  of  Ascap  and 
the  policy  to  be  taken  regarding  music 
license.  The  MPTO  has  fought  Ascap  for 
the  past  three  years  and  intends  to  keep 
up  the  battle.  On  Wednesday  evening  all 
exhibitors  were  entertained  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Film  Club.  Thursday  was  the 
Annual  Golf  Tournament  winding  up  the 
day  with  a dinner  dance.  The  afternoons 
during  the  week  were  occupied  by  attend- 
ing the  Longacres  race  track  where  the 
gee-gees  are  galloping,  so  in  all  it  was  a 
very  large  week. 

Al  Rosenberg , Washington  division  man- 
ager (with  the  exception  of  Seattle)  for 
Evergreen  theatres,  is  one  of  the  judges 
appointed  by  the  boxing  commission  to 
be  on  hand  at  all  fights  . . . The  Musi- 
cians Union,  Local  76,  has  elected  Henri 
Pelletier  and  W.  H.  Davenport  as  delegates 
to  the  state  federation  of  labor  conven- 
tion opening  in  Centralia  July  10.  Jim 
Curley,  secretary,  reported  that  the  na- 
tional co7ivention  would  be  held  in  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.,  next  year,  ivith  Seattle  at- 
tempting  to  gam  the  conclave  for  1941. 

Vacations  are  in  the  air  in  this  neck- 
of-the-woods  with  the  Hamrick-Evergreen 
theatres  topping  with  the  “gone-away”  list. 
Al  Ahlskog  of  the  auditing  department  is 
motoring  to  the  San  Francisco  Fair  right 
now.  Don  Geddes,  manager  of  the  Or- 
pheum,  is  also  headed  for  California.  Ken- 
ny Schultz,  head  of  the  purchasing  de- 
partment, has  left  for  points  unknown 
while  Eddie  Rivers,  of  the  publicity  de- 
partment, is  spending  his  time  with  his 
family  on  an  eastern  Washington  ranch. 

They  are  just  waiting  for  Ben  Fish  to 
arrive  then  they  are  off.  Ben,  the  west- 
ern division  head  for  United  Artists,  is  a 
little  late,  but  he  will  be  here  okay,  then 
Pete  Higgins,  Morrie  Saffle,  Senior  and 
Junior  Mercy  of  the  Mercy  circuit,  and 
George  Blair  ivill  board  a snappy  boat 
and  be  gone  for  a weekend  cruise  to  raid 
the  salmon  banks  off  Orcas  Island. 

The  gang  in  charge  of  the  forthcoming 
Golden  Jubilee  Potlatch  are  doing  a grand 
job.  The  committees  are  at  present  meet- 
ing with  the  theatres  getting  the  lists  of 
floats  to  be  entered  in  the  parades.  The 
Potlatch  Bug,  the  emblem  of  hospitality, 
is  to  be  displayed  in  every  part  of  the 
nation.  The  Bug  will  appear  on  every  menu 
of  all  dining  cars  out  of  major  railroads. 
The  big  busses  of  all  coast  lines  not  only 
will  distribute  folders  but  all  bumpers  will 
carry  signs.  Air  and  ferry  lines  also  are 
cooperating.  All  these  arrangements  were 
worked  out  by  Jack  Carter,  formerly  of 
the  Orpheum  and  other  theatres  in 
Seattle. 


Lawrence  Wicklund,  business  agent  for 
the  Theatre  Employes  Union,  announces 
that  the  largest  group  employed  at  the 
Longacres  race  track  represent  his  local. 
More  than  100  doormen,  gatemen,  ticket 
sellers,  mutuel  sellers  and  cashiers,  are  all 
members  of  the  union.  This  is  the  third 
year  the  track  has  been  completely  union 
. . . Stepin  Fetchit,  of  film  fame,  is  caus- 
ing a mild  sensation  in  town  this  week. 
Appearing  in  person  at  the  Palomar  The- 
atre, the  colored  boy  has  been  responsible 
for  the  biggest  business  in  ages  in  this 
town. 

Howard  McBride  of  the  Granada  The- 
atre in  Spokane  is  in  town  but  this  time 
it  is  a sad  mission.  Mac  and  his  wife  came 
to  bury  Mrs.  McBride’s  sister  who  passed 
away  a few  days  ago  . . . That  flying  ex- 
hibitor, Walter  Graham  of  Shelton,  is  back 
safe  at  home  after  flying  in  from  Kansas 
City.  Walter  went  on  a trip  for  three  days 
but  owing  to  bad  weather  was  held  over  in 
Kaycee  so  the  trip  took  five  days.  Upon 
arrival  in  Seattle  he  was  met  by  his  broth- 
er, Ray,  who  operates  a theatre  in  Elma 
. . . Jack  Conway,  the  noted  director, 
writes  from  Hollywood  asking  for  informa- 
tion on  the  good  fishing  spots  in  the 
Northwest. 

Filmrow  and  theatre  employes  extending 
sympathy  to  Tmmny  Thompson  whose 
mother  passed  away  a few  days  ago.  Tom- 
my has  taken  her  body  back  to  Boston 
for  burial  in  the  family  lot  ..  . W.  A. 
Cochrane  of  Snoqualmie  is  able  to  visit  the 
Roiv  agam  after  being  laid  up  with  a face 
infection  caused  by  a spider  bite  . . . Herb 

Washinglon  Tax  Law 
Creeps  Up  on  Films 

Seattle — The  tax  mill  of  the  State  of 
Washington  is  grinding  once  again  in  a 
manner  that  may  involve  theatres  in  the 
state  with  an  additional  tax.  In  1935  a 
sales  tax  was  passed  that  had  many  exemp- 
tions, most  of  them  being  dairy  products 
and  vegetables.  In  1937  this  law  was 
amended,  removing  all  exemptions  with  the 
exception  of  haircuts  and  other  personal 
treatments.  Orally  this  amendment  was 
not  to  include  film  or  in  any  way  cause 
additional  burden  to  the  theatres. 

During  the  past  few  months,  attorneys 
for  the  state,  in  going  over  the  law,  have 
decided  that  the  sales  and  compensating 
tax  is  applicable  to  all  film  that  comes  into 
the  state.  Distributors’  attorneys,  work- 
ing direct  with  the  home  offices  of  the 
various  film  companies,  have  held  that  the 
distributors  are  eligible  for  the  tax  as  they 
interpret  the  law. 

The  Washington  state  tax  commission  is 
at  present  awaiting  word  from  the  higher- 
ups,  and  at  the  same  time  listening  to 
arguments  put  forth  by  Jim  Hone,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  MPTO  of  Washing- 
ton, who  is  in  Olympia  on  behalf  of  the 
theatre  owners.  A.  R.  Blum  of  the  War- 
ner tax  department  in  New  York  also  is 
here  presenting  his  company’s  case. 


Royster  and  his  wife,  Clara,  here  attend- 
ing the  Lions  Convention.  Herb  handles 
the  theatres  in  Lewiston,  Ida.,  for  Mrs. 
Pulver  and  her  daughter,  Mildred  Bishop 
. . . Also  in  from  Leunstcyn  and  the  same 
group  of  theatres,  but  not  for  a conven- 
tion, is  Herb  Hahn,  chief  projectionist  for 
the  houses.  Herb  was  busy  with  Bill  Stober 
of  Tusco  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

Have  you  noticed  that  Herndon  Edmond 
is  wearing  the  wing  spread  of  the  NAA 
in  his  coat  lapel?  He  is  now  a full-fledged 
member  of  the  National  Aeronautic  Ass’n. 
. . . An  unexpected  visitor  this  week  was 
Dale  Mulholland  who  came  into  town  for 
a few  hours  to  look  over  the  Roxy  The- 
atre building  in  Tacoma,  for  his  company 
is  doing  the  building  cleaning  job  on  the 
theatre. 

Al  Goldstein  took  time  out  from  his 
Monogram  exchange  to  go  horseback  rid- 
ing. They  gave  him  a very  husky  nag,  one 
they  thought  would  hold  him.  Goldie  let 
the  horse  drift  along  when  he  realized 
they  were  seven  miles  from  the  stables. 
Goldie  turned  back  with  visions  of  having 
to  carry  the  horse  back  but  the  naa  just 
made  it  home  . . . Guy  Maxie  and  Jim 
Parry  are  sporting  a large  banner  across 
their  bookers’  desk  in  the  Warner  ex- 
change, telling  of  a bookers  personal  drive. 
If  the  popularity  of  these  boys  is  any 
criterion,  then  they  should  win  the  drive 
hands  doum. 

Into  a local  book  store  a few  days  ago 
and  was  greeted  by  a glad  hand  and  a very 
cheery  hello.  It  was  Harold  Windus,  for- 
mer organist  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  who 
now  is  managing  the  store  . . . Jack  Flan- 
nery, Northwest  boss  for  National  Screen 
Service,  is  back  after  a business  trip 
through  the  territory  . . . More  prizes  are 
coming  in  for  the  annual  golf  tournament. 
Paramount  is  giving  a set  of  eight  matched 
irons;  Republic,  three  dozen  top  flight 
balls,  while  the  Davenport  Sport  Shop  in 
Spokane  has  donated  some  very  fine  golf- 
ing togs.  One  beautiful  prize  is  an  electric 
roaster  with  all  the  fancy  attachments,  but 
the  only  way  the  donor  wants  it  known  is 
“from  a friend.” 

Jimmy  O’Neal,  Wayne  Christie  and  many 
others  talking  over  the  sad  ending  of  Ed- 
die Healey  of  the  vaudeville  team  of  Healey 
& Cross.  Eddie  jumped  out  of  a four- 
story  window  to  escape  burning  in  a hotel 
fire,  but  he  was  killed  in  the  jump  . . 
A.  R.  Blum  of  the  Warner  tax  depart- 
ment in  New  York  is  spending  some  time 
here  and  up  to  his  neck  with  books  on  the 
state  tax  laws. 

Eva  Hayden  back  at  her  desk  after  the 
vacation  . . . Leroy  Gorsline  is  now  with 
the  forces  of  General  Rim.  Leroy  is  a 
nephew  of  George  Mitchley,  Seattle  mana- 
ger for  General  . . . Grover  Parsons,  di- 
vision sales  manager  for  Republic  in  for 
a conference  with  J.  T.  Sheffield  and 
Eddie  Walton  of  the  local  office.  Grover 
got  his  first  glimpse  of  the  new  offices 
being  built  by  Sheffield  to  handle  the  Re- 
public product. 

Guy  Navarre,  UA  head  in  the  North- 
west, to  Portland  to  meet  Ben  Fish  . . . 
Al  Baker  in  from  Bellingham  where  he 
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handles  the  Mount  Baker  Theatre  for 
Evergreen  . . . Hazel  Segel  home  from  a 
visit  to  Spokane.  Hazel  has  lots  of  friends 
there  for  Morrie,  her  hubby,  made  his  home 
here  prior  to  taking  over  the  management 
of  the  local  Paramount  Exchange  . . . 
C.  B.  Fogel  of  the  maintenance  depart- 
ment of  M-G-M  here  from  New  York  and 
working  with  Joe  Comer,  office  manager. 

Don  Hiatt  back  from  the  Hollywood  va- 
cation and  telling  of  his  visiting  the  stu- 
dios and  Catalina  Island,  and  hobnobbing 
with  the  stars  . . . Eddie  Walton  getting  up 
at  five  in  the  morning  to  be  at  depot  to 
meet  his  wife  and  daughter  coming  back 
from  their  visit  to  Denver  and  way  points. 

Morrie  Saffle  and  Mac  Rubenfeld  spend- 
ing ten  days  east  of  the  mountains  . . . 
Rad  Pratch  of  Tacoma  contemplating  leav- 
ing his  theatre  long  enough  to  take  a cruise 
to  the  South  Seas  on  his  yacht. 

Visitors  this  week  included  Bert  Williams 
from  Cashmere;  Carl  Miller  from  Aber- 
deen; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peechia  with  their 
young  son  from  Eaton ville;  H.  C.  Zurfluh 
with  Mrs.  Zurfluh  and  daughter  from  Cen- 
tralia;  Mickey  DeLeo,  Port  Townsend; 
Carol  Barney,  Arlington;  Hap  Fredericks, 
Spokane;  Mildred  Bishop,  Lewiston,  Ida.; 
E.  W.  Groesbeck,  Enumclaw;  Mel  Soins, 
Kirkland;  Rex  Thompson,  Port  Orchard; 
A.  C.  St.  John  and  Cecil  Gwinn,  Cen- 
tralia;  Henry  Davidson  and  Ed  Hallberg, 
Port  Angeles;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Tew,  North 
Bend;  Mrs.  Tom  Berry,  Edmonds;  Mike 
Berovic  and  Louis  Perunko,  Tacoma. 

Mendy  Segel  getting  ready  to  leave  for 
two  weeks  of  ROTC  duty  at  the  Presidio 
in  San  Francisco.  Mannie  is  a captain 
in  rank  . . . Dick  Ackles  of  Universal  is 
off  on  his  vacation. 


"Pep"  Session  Opens  Kent 
Drive  in  Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles — A “pep”  session  at  the 
local  20th  Century-Fox  exchange,  con- 
ducted by  Herman  Wobber,  general  sales 
manager,  launched  the  company’s  an- 
nual Sidney  R.  Kent  sales  drive  in  this 
area.  Wobber,  on  a visit  to  the  coast,  Mor- 
ton A.  Levy,  leader  of  the  drive,  and  Roger 
Ferri,  editor  of  Dynamo,  company  house 
organ,  all  made  talks  before  the  local  sales 
staff. 

Wobber,  Levy  and  Ferri  immediately 
headed  for  San  Francisco  to  conduct  a 
similar  session,  after  which  Levy  and  Ferri 
continue  on  up  the  coast  while  Wobber 
vacations. 

"Land  of  Liberty"  Playing 
Theatre  at  Frisco  Fair 

San  Francisco — “Land  of  Liberty,”  a 
celluloid  cavalcade  of  motion  pictures  and 
America,  has  been  placed  in  the  Federal 
Theatre  on  Treasure  Island  and  will  be 
shown  there  for  an  indefinite  period. 


Co-Script  Cagney  Yarn 

Hollywood  — Richard  Macauley  and 
Jerry  Wald  will  co-script  “The  World 
Moves  On,”  next  Jimmy  Cagney  starrer  for 
Warner. 


Plans  Three  Newsreel 
Units  in  California 

Los  Angeles — Teleview  Theatres  Corp., 
presently  operating  the  400-seat  Teleview 
Newsreel  Theatre  in  Hollywood,  will  con- 
struct three  more  such  houses  in  Cali- 
fornia in  the  near  future,  the  first  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state. 

Since  opening  last  November,  the  Tele- 
view has  experienced  steady  and  gratify- 
ing grosses.  Featuring  shorts  and  news- 
reels, it  gets  in  ten  shows  daily  at  a 
straight  25-cent  admission  price  for  adults, 
10  cents  for  children. 

The  Teleview,  under  the  operating  sup- 
ervision of  Greg  Carter,  is  managed  by 
Beldon  Grady. 


The  Hermes,  Springfield, 
Colo,,  Renamed  Capitol 

Springfield,  Colo. — Frank  Barnes,  who 
purchased  the  Hermes  Theatre  here  re- 
cently and  then  spent  $15,000  on  a re- 
modeling program,  is  now  operating  the 
house  as  the  Capitol. 


Diamos  Honeymoons 

Tucson,  Ariz. — Honeymooning  in  San 
Francisco  following  their  recent  marriage 
are  George  Diamos  of  the  Lyric  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  and  his  new  bride,  the  former 
Marie  Kalionges. 


Forty  Warner  Deals 
Made  in  Northwest 

Los  Angeles — Approximately  40  product 
deals  for  1939-40  have  been  closed  by 
Warner  with  independent  theatres  in  the 
Seattle  and  Portland  territories,  accord- 
ing to  Ben  Kalmenson,  western  division 
sales  manager,  and  W.  E.  Calloway,  coast 
district  manager. 

Kalmenson  is  headquartering  here  while 
conducting  a similar  selling  drive  in  this 
territory,  pursuing  Sales  Manager  Grad- 
well  Sears’  edict  to  sell  the  Warner  prod- 
uct away  from  Fox  West  Coast. 

Northern  deals  included  contracts  signed 
with  the  John  Danz  circuit  of  20  houses, 
covering  the  first-run  Palomar  in  Se- 
attle; the  J.  J.  Parker  circuit,  including 
the  first-run  Broadway  and  United  Art- 
ists theatres  in  Portland;  the  B.  F.  Shearer 
chain,  Bremerton  and  Everett,  Wash.,  and 
the  Johnson  interests,  Eugene,  Ore. 


Builds  in  Clifton 

Clifton,  Ariz. — Frank  Martin  has  be- 
gun construction  of  the  Martin  'Tlieatre, 
500-seat  house,  here.  It  is  being  furnished 
with  Heywood-Wakefield  seats  by  B.  F. 
Shearer  Supply  Co.  Martin  also  operates 
a theatre  in  Morenci. 


Republic  Signs  Mackay 

Hollywood — Barry  Mackay,  stage  ac- 
tor, has  drawn  a term  contract  at  Republic 
and  the  male  lead  in  “Mob  Fury.” 


NOW  BOOKING  NOW  BOOKING 

Exclusive  Official  Motion  Pictures 

WORLD’S  CHAMPIONSHIP 
HEAVYWEICHT  BOXING  CONTEST 

Between 

JOE  LOUIS 

HEAVYWEIGHT  CHAMPION  OF  THE  WORLD 

and 

TONY  GALENTO 

(TWO-TON  TONY,  NO.  I CONTENDER) 

TAKEN  AT  THE  RINGSIDE  OF  THE  YANKEE  STADIUM, 

NEW  YORK  CITY.  N.  Y. 


PHONE 


For  Dates 
WRITE 


WIRE 


PREMIER  FILM  EXCHANGE 

2147  Broadway  — Phone  Tabor  7128 
DENVER,  COLORADO 
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JOHN  (JACK)  MEDLAND,  58,  died  in  a 

Denver  hospital  of  injuries  received  in 
a fall.  He  was  a scenic  artist  starting  his 
theatrical  career  in  Chicago  as  a technical 
director.  He  worked  for  several  years  in 
Hollywood  and  designed  the  set  for  John 
Gilbert’s  first  picture,  as  well  as  for  such 
pictures  as  “The  Connecticut  Yankee.’’  In 
1921  he  came  to  Denver  and  for  six  years 
was  with  the  Denham  Theatre  as  technical 
director  and  artist.  He  went  back  to  Hol- 
lywood for  two  years  and  returned  to  Den- 
ver associated  with  the  Denver  Fox  The- 
atres. Medland  was  a radio  entertainer 
from  1929  to  1936,  his  wife  being  on  the 
program  also.  Surviving  are  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Helene  Suher  Medland,  and  a daugh- 
ter, Gail  Germaine,  four  and  one-half 
years  old.  Funeral  services  followed  by 
cremation  were  held  in  Denver,  June  26. 

Harold  Rice,  Paramount  theatre  mana- 
ger, tops  the  421  houses  in  the  Spyros 
Skouras  showmanship  drive  ...  A small 
fire  in  the  State  Theatre  booth  did  about 
$500  damage,  necessitating  shutting  down 
the  theatre  for  two  hours.  The  fire  was 
extinguished  without  the  aid  of  the  fire  de- 
partment, and  only  one  patron  knew  of  it 
until  the  announcement  was  made  by 
Manager  Buzz  Briggs.  Besides  damaging 
the  projectors  two  rolls  of  film  were  de- 
stroyed. 

Glen  Gregory,  manager  of  the  Grand 
National  exchange,  has  sold  “Exile  Ex- 
press’’ to  Fox  for  first  rim  at  the  Para- 
mount, Denver,  and  for  runs  in  33  other 
houses  in  the  Denver  territory.  Gregory 
left  later  for  a sales  trip  north  . . . Bud 
Austin,  assistant  booker  at  the  Warner 
Bros,  exchange,  is  spending  his  vacation 
on  a trip  to  California. 

Don  McCormack,  Universal  exchange 
booker,  and  Miss  Nora  Smith  of  the  War- 
ner Bros,  exchange,  were  married  and  are 
spending  their  honeymoon  in  New  Mexico 
. . . Gene  Gerbase,  Republic- Sheffield  ex- 
change manager,  on  a sales  trip  to  the 
western  section  of  the  state  . . . Annabelle 
Hogue,  owner  of  the  building,  has  taken 
over  the  Eaton  Theatre  at  Eaton.  Colo., 
and  will  operate  the  house  for  the  present. 

Donald  Woods  and  Jane  Wyatt,  picture 
stars,  will  head  the  cast  at  the  Elitch 
summer  theatre.  The  season  will  run  nine 
or  ten  weeks.  Opening  production  is  “The 
Lady  Has  a Heart.”  George  Somnes  will 
direct  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year. 
Woods  was  here  for  two  years  previously 
. . . 'Tlie  Nat  Wolfe  vs.  Ed  and  Bob  Mapel 
and  Bernard  Newman  has  been  tentative- 
ly set  for  the  September  term.  Wolfe  is 
suing  for  damages  said  to  have  resulted 
from  an  alleged  assault  and  battery.  All 
are  film  and  theatre  men. 

With  Al  Yohe  resigning  as  manager  of 
the  Webber  Theatre,  Roy  Notheis,  former 
manager,  is  taking  over  again  in  addition 
to  his  duties  as  manager  of  the  Mayan. 
The  Fox  houses  are  two  blocks  apart.  In 
another  Fox  switch,  Frank  Culp,  Isis  man- 
ager, has  been  sent  to  the  Tabor,  replac- 
ing Ralph  Lee,  who  goes  to  the  Isis.  These 
are  both  on  Curtis  St.  and  two  blocks 
apart  also. 

Charles  Gilmour,  president  of  the  Thea- 
tre Owners  and  Managers  Ass’n,  is  in  St. 


Joseph’s  Hospital  with  a finger  infection 
. . . Nathan  Salmon  and  John  Greer  of 
Santa  Fe  expect  to  open  their  $50,000, 
572-seat  house  there  about  July  1.  It  will 
be  named  Burro  Alley  . . . Graham  Bros. 
Theatre  Equipment  received  the  contract 
for  the  booth  equipment  and  sound  for 
the  new  auditorium  being  built  as  an  ad- 
dition to  the  Colorado  Museum  of  Natural 
History  in  Denver.  They  also  furnished 
booth  and  house  equipment  for  the  Burro 
Alley  at  Santa  Fe. 

Howard  K.  Allen,  late  with  Gibralter 
Enterprises  at  Socorro,  N.  M.,  has  been 
named  manager  of  the  Pace  Theatre,  Gor- 
don.  Neb.,  a Black  Hills  Amusement  Co. 
house.  He  succeeds  Charles  Meer,  re- 
signed . . . The  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres  are 
planning  to  build  two  new  houses  in  New 
Mexico,  one  at  Hobbs  and  one  at  Clovis. 
The  Hobbs  house  will  cost  around  $20,000, 
will  seat  780,  while  the  Clovis  house  will 
be  a $30,000  job,  seating  900.  Corgan  & 
Moore  of  Dallas  are  the  architects. 


MOST  startling  news  of  the  week  on 
Portland’s  film  front  was  the  an- 
nouncement by  John  Danz,  chain  operator 
of  Seattle,  that  he  had  acquired  the  lease 
on  the  Orpheum,  one  of  Hamrick-Ever- 
green’s  present  two  first-run  houses.  Danz 
will  take  over  September  1 with  a com- 
bination stage  and  film  policy. 

With  Al  Finkelstein  and  his  family  in 
California  for  the  Fair,  Hamrick-Ever- 
green heads  refused  to  comment,  but  it 
is  believed  the  Liberty,  or  possibly  the  Lib- 
erty and  Music  Box,  will  be  made  first- 
run.  Danz  has  operated  theatres  in  the 
■northwest  for  25  years.  No  manager  for 
the  Orpheum  has  been  named. 

Portland’s  Filmrow  turned  out  en  masse 
for  Seattle’s  annual  golf  tournament  . . . 
B.  F.  Shearer  has  the  job  of  renovating 
Medford’s  Rialto  with  new  seats  and  a 
complete  going  over  . . . Recent  visitors  on 
the  Row  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Moore 
of  Goldendale,  Wash.,  and  Hermiston  . . . 
Bill  Ripley  of  Longview,  Wash.,  was  in 
town  after  returning  from  Minneapolis  and 
the  Allied  convention.  Bill  attended  the 
Hostak-Krieger  fight  in  Seattle  during  the 
week. 

Portland  visitors  were  Lou  Seiler  and 
his  wife  from  Beverly  Hills  . . . The  state 
of  Washington  was  represented  by  Senior 
Mercy  and  his  son,  Edgar  . . . Guy  Hib- 
bard was  in  from  Sheridan  . . . George 
Gould  represented  Dallas  , . . Jack  Mar- 
tin’s Firefly  Theatre  had  a fire  at  which 
$60  worth  of  film  burned  . . . M.  E.  Cory, 
S.  S.  McFadden  and  G.  M.  Engelman  at- 
tended the  RKO  convention. 


"Cattle  Empire"  for  Ritter 

Hollywood — “Cattle  Empire,”  next  Tex 
Ritter  western  for  Monogram,  will  be  di- 
rected by  Spencer  Bennett.  Picture  rolls 
July  5 with  Edward  Finney  producing. 


Assign  Wood  to  "Florian" 
Hollywood  — Sam  Wood  will  direct 
“Florian,”  the  Winfield  Sheehan  produc- 
tion, at  M-G-M.  Robert  Taylor  will  be 
featured. 


^HE  RITZ,  Calistoga,  was  to  open  this 
week  . . . Larry  Killingsworth  of  the 
Plaza  in  Healdsburg  was  in  visiting  and 
booking  . . . Ditto,  Tom  Bellises  of  the 
Roxie  in  Stockton  . . . “Daughters  Cour- 
ageous” was  previewed  for  the  Warner 
staff  here  . . . Joe  Cane,  Republic  booker, 
was  laid  up  for  two  months  when  he 
strained  his  back  while  tossing  around  a 
film  can  . . . Paramount  is  featuring  a 
display  of  “Gulliver’s  Travels”  . . . Kay 
Kyser  is  breaking  attendance  records  at 
the  Golden  Gate  with  his  college  show. 

Seen  in  town:  Ray  Hopper  of  Merced 
Falls  and  Mariposa;  Dan  Nunan  of  the 
New  Turlock  in  Turlock;  Doc  Naify  of 
Petaluma;  Harold  Wright  of  Santa  Rosa; 
Mike  Luft  of  the  Varsity  in  Davis;  Fred 
Naify  of  Colusa  . . . Lew  Marks  is  living 
here  now  and  operating  his  house  by  re- 
mote control  . . . Laurence  Borg  is  back 
from  New  York  after  a vacation.  He  oper- 
ates the  Uptown  in  Napa  and  the  Presi- 
dent here  . . . Barney  Guernet  of  T&D 
circuit’s  Saiita  Cruz  Del  Mar  was  here 
buying  supplies  and  booking. 

H.  Bradley  Fish,  Grand  National  branch 
manager,  has  sold  “Exile  Express”  to  key 
Fox  West  Coast  spots  along  the  west  coast 
. . . Bob  Lippert  is  bringing  out  hte  new 
idea  in  calendars  called  “Movie-News.” 
Lloyd  Lamb  will  handle  his  Seattle  office 
. . . General  Register  has  installed  ticket 
machines  at  the  Lodi,  Lodi;  Parkway, 
Oakland;  California,  Santa  Rosa;  Royal, 
Bremerton,  Wash.,  and  the  Granada,  here. 

Fred  Williams  of  Consolidated  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Honolulu,  is  here  with  the 
president  of  the  company,  Ezra  Parker 
. . . Ralph  Blank,  from  the  middle  west, 
toas  in  town  looking  for  a new  house  . . . 
Walter  Belasco,  brother  of  famed  David, 
was  struck  and  killed  by  a train  in  Oak- 
land. Belasco,  formerly  an  actor,  was  an 
expert  in  theatrical  makeup. 

Fox  West  Coast  first  run  theatres  here 
were  to  lower  prices  from  55  to  40  cents 
due  to  slow  business  conditions.  Last  min- 
ute reports  also  had  local  neighborhood 
houses  changing  to  30  and  25  cents  from 
their  present  scale  of  35  cents  . . . Ben 
Kalmenson,  Warner  western  division  man- 
ager, visited  at  the  local  exchange.  Carl 
Leserman,  general  sales  manager,  is  due 
here  soon. 

Vacationing:  Edna  Geiger  of  the  War- 
ner exchange,  at  Catalina  Island,  Los 
Angeles,  and  Nell  Warner  of  Republic,  in 
Kansas  City,  visiting  her  mother  and 
father  . . . Western  Poster’s  prexy.  Max 
Morris,  has  returned  from  Los  Angeles  and 
points  south.  Business  . . . Frank  and 
Charlie  Holtz  of  the  Sierra  and  Del  Paso 
in  Sacramento  were  here  seeing  the  sights 
and  booking. 


"College  Days"  on  Schedule 
Hollywood — Based  on  “Old  Siwash” 
stories  by  George  Fitch,  Paramount  an- 
nounces plans  to  produce  “College  Days,” 
with  Betty  Field  tentatively  set  for  one  of 
the  leads.  Ted  Reed  will  direct.  Script  is 
being  prepared  by  Don  Hartmann. 


28 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  1,  1939 


n T.  LYNCH,  Metro  branch  manager, 
planed  to  New  York  to  sit  in  with  Geo. 
Hickey,  western  district  manager,  and  Na- 
tional Theatres  executives,  conferring  on 
the  Metro-Fox  West  Coast  product  deal 
for  1939-40  . . . Benny  Taylor,  National 
Screen  Service  salesman,  returned  from  a 
two-week  vacation  and  was  gifted  with  a 
cigar  by  Herman  Rubin,  office  manager. 
Pilmrow  has  its  collective  fingers  in  its 
collective  ears  waiting  for  Benny  to  smoke 
it — he  doesn’t  know  it’s  loaded  . . . Mor- 
ris Borgos,  theatreguide  manager  for  the 
Los  Angeles  Times,  is  in  Cleveland  on  the 
first  lap  of  his  vacation  . . . Charles  Bragg, 
theatre  insurance  man,  made  himself  very 
obvious  by  calling  for  a knife  and  fork 
to  eat  a malted  milk. 

Mason  Seiler  came  in  from  Balboa  for 
bookings  . . . Ditto  Harvey  Levinson,  Cozy 
Theatre;  Fred  Ferguson,  Casino;  Simon 
Lazarus,  Princess  and  Century,  with  his 
son-in-law,  Ben  Mohi;  Jack  Goldman,  Pico 
and  Park;  Dave  Rector,  Long  Beach;  Bill 
Knott,  Covina,  Covina;  Jack  Goldberg, 
Garden,  Belvedere;  Charles  Perrizo,  Mis- 
sion and  Dreamland;  Mo^ndy  Sondy,  Kiva; 
Fred  Siegel,  Palomar,  Oceanside;  Bob  Ells- 
worth, of  the  Gore  Brothers  chain;  J.  D. 
(Judy)  Poynter,  San  Clemente,  San  Cle- 
mente; Harold  Glass,  Gordon;  Ray  Rob- 
bins, Variety;  Sam  Katz,  Palms,  Palms; 
Lou  Metzger,  Spreckels,  San  Diego;  Charles 
Alden,  Fox  and  Alden,  Globe,  Ariz.;  Ben 
Bronstein,  Arlen,  Carmen  and  Lux;  Joe 
Venable,  Manny-Venable  circuit;  Harry 
Goldfarb,  National  City. 

The  population  of  Filmrow  and  environs 
is  about  to  be  increased  by  at  least  one, 
with  Eddie  Cooke,  office  manager  at  Uni- 
versal, an  expectant  father  and  pretty  ex- 
cited about  the  whole  thing  . . . M.  C. 
Son,  veteran  exhibitor,  has  purchased  a 
new  marquee  for  his  about-to-be-opened 
cosmetics  shop  from  Jack  Young,  of  20th 
Century  Neon  . . . Murray  Hawkins,  Tem- 
ple and  Vermont  theatres,  and  Harry  Vini- 
cof,  Vinicof  circuit,  ganged  up  for  a book- 
ing foray,  with  the  Metro  exchange  their 
objective. 

Taking  care  of  the  inner  man  around 
lunch  time  were  Gene  O’Keefe  of  the  May- 
wood,  Maywood,  and  Harry  Rackin,  head 
man  at  Exhibitor  Service,  Inc.  . . . Also 
breaking  bread  together  were  Ernie  Sil- 
cox,  manager  of  the  Studio  Theatre  in 
North  Hollywood,  and  Jack  Y.  Berman,  of 
the  Eastland  circuit.  Berman  has  just  re- 
turned from  a trip  east. 

An  inspection  tour  of  Pox  West  Coast’s 
Long  Beach  and  San  Diego  districts  was 
made  by  Charles  Skouras,  FWC  president, 
in  company  with  Charles  Buckley,  W.  H. 
Lollier,  George  Bowser,  Russell  Rogers 
and  Andy  Krappman,  circuit  executives 
. . . The  Paramount  Theatre  downtown 
has  booked  Kay  Kyser  and  his  orchestra 
for  stage  appearances  beginning  July  6 
. . . The  Kroehler  Co.,  which  manufactures 
Push-Back  theatre  chairs,  has  opened  of- 
fices along  the  Row,  with  H.  V.  Williams 
in  charge  and  Merle  Hard  handling  in- 
stallations and  arrangements  . . . George 
Bromley  and  Alex  Mounce  have  decided  to 


call  their  new  900-seat  theatre  the  Campus. 
It  opens  late  this  srunmer. 

Harold  Glass  of  the  Gordon,  and 
Al  Galston,  ITO  president  and  operator  of 
the  Marcal  and  Center  theatres,  were  a 
booking  twosome  . . . Esther  Steiner  of  the 
Rio  saved  a nickel  by  using  one  of  the 
telephones  in  the  Universal  exchange. 

Other  prowlers:  Bunny  Lustig,  Wil- 
tern;  Al  Weder,  Royale;  Paul  Dietrich  and 
Manny  Feldstein,  Oxnard  Tlieatre  Corp.; 
Kurt  Laemmle,  Glassell  and  Franklin; 
Frank  Johnson,  Washington,  Glendale; 
Boris  Posner  and  Mike  Rapaport,  partners 
in  the  Arlington;  Al  Snadow,  Bill  Robin- 
son; Jimmy  Grath,  Hub  . . . Admission 
prices  at  Mac  Sinift’s  Del  Mar  have  been 
dropped  from  25  to  15  cents. 

Here  on  a vacation  from  Salt  Lake  City 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Ackerman.  Mrs. 
Ackerman  is  with  the  Universal  exchange 
there  . . . Sam  Nathanson,  head  of  the 
newly-organized  Coast  Pictures,  is  planning 
to  make  a quick  jaunt  through  his  terri- 
tory shortly  . . . Charles  Gaertner  and  his 
wife  of  the  El  Rancho  Theatre,  Moore 
Park,  are  on  a week’s  holiday  at  Catalina 
Island  . . . Ivan  Rowley,  Ward,  Pismo 
Beach,  in  for  bookings  . . . Ditto  Bill  Peck, 
La  Moda,  Atascadero  . . . Charles  Sweet, 
operator  of  the  Stacey  Theatre  in  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  is  a visitor  in  southern  Cali- 
fornia. He  was  a guest  on  the  Warner  lot. 

Sidney  Miller,  Interstate  Circuit’s  man- 
ager in  Corsicana,  Tex.,  visited  the  Warner 
lot  as  a feature  of  his  vacation  here  . . . 


Breck  Pholoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists’’ 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1968  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


Booking  visitors  along  Filmrow  included 
Frank  Fouce,  operator  of  four  Spanish- 
language  houses;  Ned  Calvi,  Plaza  and 
Hawthorne  theatres;  Murray  Hawkins, 
Swan  circuit;  Chet  Black,  Pico  Drive-In; 
Louis  Berkhoff,  Cinema;  Ivan  Hansen, 
Cairo;  Paul  Swickard,  Strand;  John  Drew, 
Metro,  Glendale;  Ben  Peskay,  looking  over 
Monogram  product  for  his  new  Times, 
which  he  operates  in  partnership  with  Sam 
Decker. 

Vacationing  here  is  Sid  Epstein,  head 
of  the  Epstein  circuit  of  Omaha,  Neb. 
After  looking  in  along  Filmrow,  he  was  a 
guest  on  a tour  of  the  Warner  studio  in 
Burbank  . . . Arch  M.  Bowles,  northern 
California  manager  for  Fox  West  Coast, 
came  in  for  huddles  with  Charles  Skouras, 
circuit  president. 


A Story  to  Warner 

Hollywood  — Warner  has  purchased 
screen  rights  to  “The  Case  of  the  Dan- 
gerous Dowager,”  a detective  story  by  Erie 
Stanley  Gardner. 


"Allegheny  Frontier"  Leads 

Hollywood — Leading  roles  in  RKO’s 
“Allegheny  Frontier,”  to  star  John  Wayne, 
will  be  taken  by  Bob  Burns  and  Claire 
Trevor. 


Gets  Crime  Clubber 

Hollywood  — Universal  has  assigned 
Alex  Gottlieb  to  script  “They  Can’t  Hang 
Me,”  a Crime  Club  mystery. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratofi 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

==  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  == 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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Four  Big  Summer  Bookings 
By  UA  in  New  York 

New  York — UA  is  pinning  its  hopes  for 
the  new  season  on  four  major  films  and 
the  excitement  attending  the  mid-sum- 
mer bookings  given  them  by  the  Music 
Hall  and  Rivoli.  The  early  summer  re- 
lease of  the  1939-40  product  is  claimed  to 
be  unprecedented. 

First  of  the  batch,  “The  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask,”  opens  at  the  Music  Hall,  July 
13.  This  is  to  be  followed  at  the  same 
house  by  “Winter  Carnival.”  “They  Shall 
Have  Music”  is  scheduled  to  premiere  at 
the  Rivoli,  July  25.  “Pour  Feathers,” 
Alexander  Korda’s  Technicolor  film,  is  the 
last  of  the  group. 

FWC-Mike  Naiiy  Extend 
Partnership  in  Reno 

Los  Angeles — President  Charles  Skouras 
of  Fox  West  Coast  and  Charles  A.  Buckley, 
head  of  the  circuit’s  legal  department,  re- 
turned from  a brief  trip  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, Skouras  reporting  he  had  signed  a 
20-year  extension  on  FWC’s  partnership 
with  Mike  Naify  in  three  theatres  in  Reno, 
Nev. 

New  General  Seats  Into 
Three  Montana  Houses 

Butte,  Mont. — Western  Theatre  Equip- 
ment Co.  here  is  installing  new  chairs 
manufactured  by  General  Seating  Co.  in 
Bob’s  Theatre,  Twin  Bridges,  the  Sheridan, 
Sheridan,  and  in  the  new  house  M.  F. 
Niccum  is  opening  in  Ekalaka,  Mont. 


Personnel  Statistics 
Reveal  Veterans 

Denver — ^Distribution  in  the  west  counts 
a number  of  oldtimers  in  its  ranks,  a fact 
that,  for  Metro,  is  statistically  presented 
here: 

24  Years — Henry  A.  Friedel,  Denver  man- 
ager. 

22  Years — George  A.  Hickey,  Los  Angeles, 
district  manager. 

17  Years — Clayton  T.  Lynch,  Los  Angeles 
manager. 

16  Years — Chester  L.  Wingham,  Seattle 
manager. 

15  Years — Louis  Amacher,  Portland,  Ore., 
manager. 

13  Years — Mac  Rubenfeld,  Seattle,  sales- 
man. 

12  Years — Maurice  D.  Saffle,  Salt  Lake 
City  manager;  Joseph  T.  War- 
ren, Portland,  Ore.,  salesman. 
11  Years — Julian  H.  King,  Denver,  sales- 
man. 

10  Years — Edward  C.  Mix,  San  Francisco, 
salesman;  William  A.  Callihan, 
Los  Angeles,  salesman;  Sam  S. 
Davis,  Los  Angeles,  salesman. 


Matin  to  Seattle 

Seattle — D.  D.  Matin  has  been  trans- 
ferred here  from  Los  Angeles  to  replace 
A.  M.  Hoyt,  Monogram  salesman,  who 
resigned. 


389  Houses  in  28  States 
Cater  to  Negro  Trade 


New  York — There  are  approximately 
389  theatres  in  28  states  catering  to 
Negroes,  according  to  a survey  prepared 
by  the  motion  picture  division  of  the  de- 
partment of  commerce. 

New  York  and  Florida  top  the  list  with 
39  each;  Texas  is  next  with  26;  Virginia 
has  22,  and  Illinois,  21.  Only  the  four 
mentioned  and  the  following  states  are 
listed  as  having  theatres  catering  to  the 
Negro:  Alabama,  Arkansas,  California, 
Colorado,  District  of  Columbia,  Georgia, 
Indiana,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Maryland,  Michigan,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina, 
Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee  and  West  Virginia. 


"Grinds"  Pledge  Jointly  to 
Enforce  Non-Smoking 

Los  Angeles — Operators  of  eight  all- 
night  Main  St.  “grind”  houses  have 
agreed  jointly  to  employ  an  inspector  to 
enforce  the  city’s  anti-smoking  laws  in 
their  theatres.  Action  was  taken  when 
the  theatre  operators  were  ordered  to  ap- 
pear before  the  film  commission  in  answer 
to  charges  that  smoking  is  permitted  in 
the  houses  in  violation  of  city  ordinances. 
The  inspector  will  be  deputized  by  the 
fire  department  and  will  be  authorized  to 
make  arrests  when  the  ordinance  is 
violated. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr, 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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PASSAGE  OF  THE  FILM  LIMITATION  MEASURE 
IN  ILLINOIS  LEGISLATURE  STUNS  EXHIRITORS 


CHICAGO  CLEARANCE  SYSTEM 

PLAYING  FN^IUON  OF  TEN  THEATRES  NAMED  IN  INFORMATION,  AS  OF  MAY  1, 1939 


Clearance  System  Charted — 

This  is  the  chart  introduced  as  evidence  by  the  government  in  the  Chicago 
criminal  contempt  case  now  being  heard  by  Special  Master  Edgar  Eldredge 
for  Federal  Judge  Charles  Woodward.  The  chart  is  self-explanatory. — 
(Courtesy  Department  of  Justice). 

Summer  May  Stymie  Hearings 
In  Chicago  Contempt  Suit 


Chicago — Hearings  in  the  criminal  con- 
tempt case  of  the  department  of  justice 
against  Barney  Balaban,  B&K  and  all  ma- 
jor distributors  except  Columbia,  are  ex- 
pected to  continue  daily  before  Special 
Master  Edgar  Eldredge  until  the  latter  part 
of  next  week,  with  the  probability  adjourn- 
ment will  follow  for  one  or  two  months 
during  the  summer. 

Though  Washington  authorities  are  de- 
termined on  getting  testimony  heard  before 
Master  Eldredge  as  soon  as  possible,  it 
appears  the  special  master  has  decided,  in 
favor  of  defense  attorneys,  that  August  is 
too  hot  a month  for  hearings  to  continue. 
Over  objections  of  Robert  Wright,  one  of 
the  U.  S.  attorneys  working  on  the  case, 
Eldredge  ruled  hearings  will  end  currently 
about  July  7 and  pick  up  again  about  Sep- 
tember 1. 

During  argument  over  setting  of  a date 
for  continuing  hearings  after  July  7,  there 
has  crept  into  the  conversation  between 
Wright  and  defense  attorneys  the  inference 
“higher-ups”  in  Washington  are  anxious- 
ly desirous  of  bringing  the  case  to  a final 


conclusion.  It  is  apparent  the  government 
considers  this  case  important  for  future 
trials  in  anti-trust  cases  in  the  film  in- 
dustry, and,  it  is  understood,  July  27  was 
given  to  Wright  and  the  other  attorney  for 
the  government,  Seymour  Simon,  as  the 
date  when  the  government,  at  least,  should 
finish  its  testimony  before  the  master. 

Taking  of  testimony  from  branch  mana- 
gers and  others  in  the  industry  here  was 
to  continue  the  latter  part  of  this  week, 
after  opening  statements  last  week  by 
Wright  and  defense  attorneys. 

Tom  Gilliam,  Warner  branch  manager, 
described  in  detail  how  pictures  that  do 
not  have  a first  run  in  the  loop  are  set 
up  for  general  release  by  distributors  in  the 
Chicago  exchange  area.  He  spoke  of  the 
“general  custom  of  clearance,”  but  this 
was  objected  to  by  Loew’s,  Inc.,  counsel. 
Frederick  Burnham,  and  upheld  by  the 
master.  Defense  attorneys  have  consistent- 
ly claimed  there  is  no  “uniform  clearance 
system,”  while  government  attorneys  con- 
tend the  opposite.  The  latter  introduced 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Shows  Confined  to  Two 
Hours,  15  Minutes; 

Blow  at  Duals 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — Windy  City  exhibitors  were 
flabbergasted  over  the  passage  of  the  bill 
in  the  Illinois  legislature  limiting  film  per- 
formances in  theatres  to  two  hours  and  15 
minutes. 

The  bill  had  originally  been  passed  in 
the  house  providing  for  a 15-minute  inter- 
mission after  each  two-hour  film.  The 
senate  passed  the  bill  eliminating  the  in- 
termission and  making  the  time  limit  two 
hours  and  15  minutes. 

The  elimination  of  the  intermission  makes 
it  necessary  that  the  bill  be  returned  to 
the  house  for  concurrence  in  the  change, 
which  would  have  to  be  done  this  week 
before  the  legislature  adjourns  for  the 
current  year. 

The  bill  is  the  only  one  affecting  the  in- 
dustry that  passed  both  legislative  houses 
in  Springfield  this  session.  But  what  sur- 
prised Chicago  exhibitors  that  no  apparent 
sponsor  of  the  bill  came  forth,  except 
Representative  Elroy  Sandquist  of  Chicago, 
who  introduced  it  in  the  house. 

While  the  measure  was  ostensibly  intro- 
duced to  eliminate  so-called  eye-strain  on 
theatre  patrons,  it  is  figured  that  the 
project  was  designed  to  prevent  the  show- 
ing of  double  features. 

Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  Theatres 
of  Illinois,  who  has  repeatedly  said  that 
“95  per  cent  of  my  members  would  go  back 
to  single  features  tomorrow  if  possible.” 
has  just  as  emphatically  told  Boxoffice 
that  his  organization  was  not  sponsoring 
the  Sandquist  bill,  or  any  other  legislation 
in  the  state  legislature. 

Numerous  exhibitors  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  they  doubted  if  Governor  Horner 
would  sign  the  limitation  bill  if  it  should 
pass  the  house  again  with  the  senate 
change  in  it. 

Study  Sales  Efforts  at 
1-1  Theatres  Meeting 

Indianapolis  — Managers  of  the  In- 
diana-Illinois  Theatres,  Inc.,  met  in  Mich- 
igan City  this  week  to  discuss  plans  to 
overcome  the  summer  business  slump.  Jack 
Rose  and  Alex  Manta,  the  circuit’s  owners, 
urged  stronger  sales  efforts  by  the  man- 
agers. 

The  steel  mill  employes  are  working 
longer  shifts  than  a year  ago,  but  the 
theatre  attendance  is  off.  The  circuit  will 
make  a field  survey  to  determine  the 
cause. 

The  Roxy  at  Elkhart  has  been  closed 
for  the  summer.  Matinees  may  be  dis- 
continued in  East  Chicago  and  Whiting, 
according  to  announcement  made  by  Mr. 
Rose  and  Mr.  Manta. 
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Flannery  Entertains 
Chicago  Film  Men 

Chicago — Chicago  exhibitors  ate,  drank 
and  merrily  disported  themselves  out  at 
Nippersink  Country  Club,  leaving  the  cares 
of  theatre  operation  and  legal  differences 
back  in  Chicago, 

Nearly  300  friends  of  Tom  Flannery, 
head  of  Whiteway  Sign  Service,  frolicked 
during  the  day.  Intermittent  showers 
failed  to  deter  the  merry-making,  which 
started  early  in  the  morning  and  was  still 
going  strong  early  the  next  a.  m. 

Tom,  as  always,  proved  a grand  host. 
There  was  no  schedule  of  events.  But  at 
the  disposal  of  every  guest  was  baseball, 
tennis,  golf,  swimming,  hiking,  plus  the 
joy  of  every  distributor  and  exhibitor 
•‘African  golf.”  It  was  mostly  the  latter 
game  that  kept  the  club-house  going  until 
the  wee  hours  of  the  next  morning. 

Refreshments  of  many  kinds  were  avail- 
able at  various  spots  on  the  grounds.  A 
luncheon  and  dinner  were  served  in  the 
main  dining  room  of  the  Country  Club. 


After  the  Part-y  Was 
Over  Notes 

There  were  plenty  of  individual  19th 
hole  parties  after  the  foursomes  came  in 
from  the  golf  course  . . . Henri  Elman 
and  Johnny  Mednikow  turned  out  cham- 
pion horse-shoe  pitchers:  that  is,  er-er-er, 
after  they  had  played  all  afternoon.  They 
had  company  in  Carl  Goodman  of  Good- 
man & Harrison,  Bennie  ELsenberg  of 
United  Artists,  and  Pete  (The  Union) 
Shayne. 

In  case  you  don’t  know,  B&K  owes  it 
to  Allied  to  return  to  single  features  now. 
At  least  such  was  the  outcome  of  the 
three-inning  softball  game  played  between 
members  of  Allied  and  B&K  employes, 
with  Allied  easily  winning,  14  to  2.  And 
what  a pitcher  this  guy  Nate  Gumbiner 
turned  out  to  be!  Dizzy  Dean  and  his 
ilk  are  pikers  compared  to  Nate. 

The  boys  decided  that  if  B&K  should 


win,  duals  would  remain  the  vogue  in 
Chicago;  but  if  Allied  should  triumph,  the 
slogan  would  be  ‘‘Back  to  Single  Fea- 
tures.” Of  course,  we’ve  still  got  doubles; 
maybe  the  B&Kers  weren’t  playing  ‘‘for 
keeps”  . . . Anyway  a good  time  was  had 
by  all  including  Umpire  Percy  Barr  of 
National  Screen  who  couldn’t  play  be- 
cause he  had  injured  his  ankle  in  a pre- 
vious game. 

By  the  way,  an  earlier  game  included 
Harry  Goldman,  Harry  Turrell,  Herb  Et- 
tleson.  Jack  Maloney  and  Lou  Lesserman. 

The  Allied  team  members  included  Ben 
and  A1  Bartlestein,  Gumbiner,  Sam 
Schoenstadt,  Charlie  Cooper,  Tippy  Har- 
rison. Jerry  Weiss,  Morris  Abrams,  Ben 
Banovitz  and  Lou  Lesserman. 

The  B&K  softballers  were  Jack  Samp- 
son, Eddie  Solomon,  Dave  Wallerstein, 
Tony  Owens,  Jack  Katz,  Moe  Steiner,  Jerry 
Winsberg,  Mel  Rainey,  Aaron  Feinberg  and 
Bill  Methe. 


Over  100  golfers  teed  off  in  the  early 
morning,  many  playing  18  holes  and  more 
before  the  day  was  over,  rain  or  no  rain. 
Low  score,  we  noticed,  was  that  of  Ray 
Goldstein,  with  an  86.  A few  other  low 
scorers  'under  100)  were:  Carl  Kleihege, 
H.  Samuels,  Harry  Goldberg,  A.  Rafilson, 
Irv  Barnett,  Marvin  Lowenthal,  Sinuel 
Roberts,  Ruby  Oscar,  Ben  Lasker,  Harry 
Lorch  jr.  and  Sid  Goltz. 

Dick  Sachsel,  we  must  record,  shot  a 
mere  300. 

A few  of  the  other  boys  who  chased  the 
little  white  ball  around  the  fairways  at- 
tempting to  break  100  were  Irving  Schlank, 
Benny  Eisenberg,  Frank  Flaherty,  A1  and 
Ben  Bartlestein,  Harry  Mintz,  Harry  and 
Dave  Balaban,  Irving  Lipnick,  Ted  Tur- 
rell, Ben  Cohen,  Jack  Rose,  Clyde  Eck- 
hardt,  A.  M.  'Van  Dyke,  Dick  Snell,  Lee 
Gillespie,  Sylvan  Goldfinger,  Abe  Platt, 
Ben  Bloomfield,  Roy  Bruder,  Archie  Tre- 
bow,  Harry  Lustgarten,  Ben  Feldman, 
Leonard  Soil,  Hank  Markbreit,  Hank  Sap- 
erstein,  Aaron  Jones,  Ben  Katzman,  Buck 
Herzog,  A1  Kvool,  Jack  Lynch,  Johnny 
Smith,  Pete  Shayne,  Dick  Salkin,  Nate 
Joseph,  A1  Simon,  Felix  and  Teddy  Men- 
delssohn, Tom  Gilliam,  Ray  Carsky,  Bill 
Pearl,  Roy  Topper,  Jack  Kirsch,  Nate  Gold- 
stein, Henry  and  Arthur  Schoenstadt, 
Jimmy  Coston  and  Harry  Odenhall. 


Octet  From  Chicago — 


—Metropolitan  Photos 


Greeting  Rye,  N.  Y.,  site  of  the  recent  RKO  sales  convention,  is  Chicago’s 
contingent.  Left  to  right  stand  Joe  Cozzi,  Harry  Walders,  Sam  Gorelick, 
Walter  Branson,  midwestern  district  manager;  Jack  Osserman,  manager; 
Ray  O’Brien,  John  Clarke,  M.  J.  Kassel. 


Summer  May  Stymie 
Contempt  Hearings 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

the  chart  reproduced  above  this  story  on 
the  preceding  page. 

Wright,  in  his  opening  statements  to 
Master  Eldredge,  detailed  the  government’s 
charges  against  the  defendants  and  ex- 
plained in  detail  the  releasing  and  so- 
called  clearance  system  in  the  Chicago 
exchange  territory.  He  listed  terms  usual- 
ly applied  in  the  industry  and  told  of  the 
method  and  manner  of  conducting  the  film 
business. 

He  explained  parts  of  the  consent  decree 
filed  in  1932  which  is  the  basis  for  the 
current  contempt  suit.  He  charged  again 
that  there  “was  no  competitive  bidding  for 
any  . . . pictures”  and  produced  contracts 
with  B&K  and  various  exchanges  as  the 
parties  involved. 

Wright  added  “the  government  has  not 
brought  this  proceeding  for  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  exhibitor  or  any  particular 
theatre  ...  Its  obvious  and  only  legitimate 
purpose  is  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
general  public  in  maintaining  a competi- 
tive market  for  first-run  pictures  in  the 
Chicago  exchange  territory.” 

’’Delay  in  Exhibition” 

In  explaining  how  the  U.  S.  will  attempt 
to  prove  B&K  dominance  in  the  Chicago 
area,  he  said  “some  of  the  consequences 
of  that  dominion  by  that  exhibitor  which 
we  expect  to  show  are  frequent  delays  in 
the  first  exhibition  of  pictures  in  Chicago 
until  several  weeks  or  months  after  their 
exhibition  in  other  comparable  communi- 
ties, fairly  rigid  first-run  admission  prices, 
and  forcing  the  public  to  patronize  inferior 
theatres  for  the  best  pictures.” 

Wright,  in  mentioning  Barney  Balaban, 
said  the  evidence  in  his  activities  “which 
we  propose  to  offer  will  ...  be  circum- 
stantial,” inferring  considerable  other  gov- 
ernment testimony  may  also  be  of  that 
nature. 

Attorneys  for  Balaban,  B&K  and  Loew’s, 
Inc. — Robert  Golding  and  Frederick  Burn- 
ham— both  later  seized  on  this  statement 
by  Wright  to  emphasize  to  the  master  that 
the  government  “.  . . does  not  even  claim 
there  is  a vestige  of  direct  evidence.” 

Among  those  at  the  hearing  were  John 
Balaban,  Elmer  Upton,  B&K  auditor;  Jim 
Donohue,  Paramount  branch  manager; 
John  Kemptgen,  M-G-M  office  manager; 
Emile  Stern  and  Eddie  Silverman  of  Essa- 
ness;  Johnny  Jones,  Sam  Meyers,  Leo  Solo- 
mon, Harry  Hamburg,  Tom  Gilliam  and 
Bill  Brumberg. 


RKO  and  Universal  Ask 
Dismissal  From  Action 

Chicago — Attorneys  for  RKO  and  Uni- 
versal made  motions  for  the  government 
to  dismiss  its  contempt  proceedings  against 
those  two  distributors  when  opening  argu- 
ments were  heard  by  Master  Edgar  Eld- 
redge. 

Eldredge,  however,  made  it  clear  he  has 
no  authority  to  dismiss  any  suit  on  an 
opening  statement. 


32 


BOXOFFICE  :;  July  1,  1939 


When  Chicago  Frolicked  With  Flannery — 


Out  to  the  Nippersink  Country  Club, 
where  Tom  Flannery,  head  of  Whiteway 
Sign  Service,  played  host  to  Chicago  film- 
dom,  sneaked  the  Boxoffice  photographer 
with  the  above  results.  For  the  identifi- 
cations : 

First  Row,  and  on  across — From  Balaban 
& Katz  came  Eddie  Solomon  and  Eddie 
Seguin,  publicity  department;  Max  Mil- 
stein,  Crystal;  Arch  Trebow;  Ambrose  Con- 
roy, Southtown;  Jimmy  Savage,  publicity; 
Dave  Wallerstein,  district  manager;  Jack 
Schiff,  Central  Park;  Aaron  Feinberg; 
Charlie  Cottle,  Marbro;  Archie  Herzoff, 
publicity,  and  Boris  Reidel,  art  depart- 
ment. The  trio,  next,  reveals  Abe  Platt, 
B&K;  Charlie  Ryan,  Warner  assistant 
zone  manager;  Harry  MacDonald,  mana- 
ger of  the  Warner  Milwaukee  Theatre. 
Then,  Tippy  Harrison,  Johnny  Mednikow, 
Tom  Flannery  (the  host),  Henri  Elman, 
Lou  Price,  Carl  Goodman  and  Lou  (no- 
statement-to-make)  Abramson. 

Second  Row — Cornered  at  last,  the  host, 
Tom  Mannery,  poses  alone  for  Boxoffice. 
Covering  the  automobile  are  Harry  Mintz, 
Hammond,  Ind.;  Herb  Elisburg,  Essaness 
district  manager;  Herb  Wheeler  and  Lar- 
ry Stein  of  Warner  Bros.  Starting  with 


the  hat  are  Bill  Cheruchas,  Mont  Clare 
and  Elm  theatres,  and  Bennie  Eisenberg, 
Irving  Schlanck  (manager),  and  Prank 
Flaherty  of  United  Artists.  And  on  to 
Harry  Lorch  jr.  and  Harry  Lorch  sr..  Re- 
public Pictm’es;  Bob  Slaybach,  Highland 
Park  Theatre,  and  Ben  Katzman  and  Irv- 
ing Mandel  of  Republic. 

Third  Row — Relaxed,  Alex  Halperin, 
Warner  circuit;  Art  Van  Dyke  and  Clyde 
Eckhardt  of  20th  Century-Fox.  Leaning 
on  Elmer  Benesch  of  National  Screen  is 
Harry  Turrell  of  the  Warner  Circuit,  while 
Percy  Barr,  also  of  National  Screen,  gets 
ready  to  turn  his  ankle  in  the  ball  game. 
And  for  a little  horseplay.  Jack  Rose  of 
Indiana-Illinois  chain  clowning  with  Ben- 
ny Cohen  of  Warner’s  Frolic  Theatre.  So 
to  the  heavy  sluggers  of  the  Allied  team, 
A1  Bartlestein,  Abe  Feder,  Ben  Bartle- 
stein,  Meyer  Gold,  Max  Sachs  and  Jack 
Rubin. 

Third  Row — Marvin  Weil,  aide-de-camp 
to  Tom  Flannery  at  Whiteway,  poses  with 
Warner  Theatre  Managers  Ray  Dunn,  Or- 
pheum,  Hammond,  Ind.;  Bill  O’Connell, 
Highland,  and  John  Fields,  Grove,  both 
of  Chicago.  With  arm  raised,  but  not  for 
protection,  is  Max  Milstein  of  the  Crys- 


tal Theatre,  and  in  the  upfront  position 
are  Ray  Carsky,  State  Theatre;  Charlie 
Cottle,  Marbro;  Jack  Katz,  Century;  Har- 
man Marks,  Alexander  Prevue  Co.  Cor- 
dializing  are  Mike  Godshaw  of  National 
Screen  and  Harry  Goldman  of  the  Las- 
ker circuit,  as  John  Semandalis  strolls 
into  camera  range. 

Bottom  Row — Ludwig  Sussman,  of  the 
Adelphi  Theatre,  Charles  Benesch  and 
Herman  Saperstein,  followed  by  the  clown- 
ing of  Harry  Lesserman,  center,  flanked 
left  and  right  by  George  Weinberg  and 
Max  Sachs.  And  in  the  finale  are  Ben 
Lasker,  center,  with  his  right-hand  man, 
Joe  Koppel,  at  the  right,  and  Charlie  Vogt 
at  the  left. 


Homer  Butler  Builds 

Louisville,  III. — Homer  Butler  of  Clay 
City,  111.,  is  building  a new  500-seat  the- 
atre here.  His  son,  Homer  jr.,  an  archi- 
tect, designed  the  structure  and  the  work 
is  being  done  with  local  labor. 


Little  Theatre  Recruit 

Hollywood — Frank  Wilcox,  recruited 
from  the  Little  Theatre  ranks,  has  been 
handed  a term  pact  by  Warner  studio. 
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Managers  Will  Face 
Deposition  Demand 

Chicago — Lewis  F.  Jacobson  attorney  for 
Frank  Ford  in  his  anti-trust  suit  against 
B&K,  Paramount,  the  other  majors,  and 
Sam  Meyers,  tells  Boxoffice  he  plans  to 
take  depositions  shortly  in  the  case  from 
Chicago  branch  managers.  He  plans  to  file 
immediately  about  1,000  interrogatories 
with  the  court. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  show  definite  in- 
juries and  damages  sustained  in  a con- 
spiracy. Ford  contends  in  his  reply  briefs 
filed  recently.  “It  is  sufficient  if  any  of 
them  has  injured  the  plaintiff,”  the  brief 
argues.  Ford  asserts  the  various  motions 
of  the  defendant  company  are  “in  keep- 
ing with  the  obvious  strategy  of  defendants 
to  hinder,  burden,  and  exhaust  the  plaintiff 
with  every  conceivable  obstacle,  annoyance, 
and  expense  . . 


J^ORMA  Rennegarbe  of  the  office  force 
at  RKO  will  spend  her  two-week  vaca- 
tion with  a short  trip  to  Chicago,  a few 
days  at  Lake  Ridinger,  Ind.,  and  then  a 
trip  to  Denver  to  spend  the  remainder  of 
her  vacation  in  the  mountains. 

Mr.  Henry  Herbel,  district  manager  for 
Warner  Bros,  who  makes  his  headquar- 
ters in  Chicago,  was  a visitor  to  the  local 
exchange  this  week. 

Mrs.  Abe  Kaufman,  wife  of  the  Uni- 
versal salesman,  has  taken  over  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Fountain  Tlieatre  at  Terre 
Haute,  formerly  owned  and  operated  by 
Mrs.  Christina  Burnett. 

John  Keller,  formerly  with  Affiliated 
Theatres.  Inc.,  and  now  in  the  advertising 
department  at  Warner  Bros.,  is  on  vaca- 
tion. 

Donald  Cox,  formerly  cashier  at  the 
Universal  Film  Exchange,  has  resigned  his 
position  there  to  accept  another  as  booker 
in  the  RKO  branch  here,  replacing  Sol 
Greenburg,  who  is  now  booker  for  the 
Olson  Theatre  Enterprises. 

Al  Miles,  auditor  for  Universdl  Pictures, 
has  been  in  town  at  the  local  branch  this 
week. 

Andra  Folckener  will  replace  Donald  Cox 
as  cashier  at  the  local  Universal  exchange. 
Thelma  Smith  of  the  office  at  Universal 
is  on  vacation.  She  will  drive  to  Texas. 

Seen  along  the  Row:  John  Micu,  State 
Theatre,  Fort  Wayne;  George  Mailers, 
Portland;  Harry  Korriblum,  Rosedale  The- 
atre, Evansville;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler;  J.  N. 
Dixon,  Flora;  Perc  Gladden,  Bloomington; 
Roy  Harrold,  Rushville. 

Johnnie  Davis,  film  star  appearing  at 
the  Lyric,  was  the  victim  of  a bandit  who 
stole  a suit  of  clothes  from  him.  This 
seemed  to  be  the  only  flaw  in  a truly 
Hoosier  home-coming  for  the  Brazil,  Ind., 
native. 

Dudley  Williston,  operator  of  the  Walk- 


"Cash  Night"  Arrest 
Made  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — Acting  upon  the  state  su- 
preme coiu’t’s  ruling  holding  Bank  Night 
a lottery,  police  June  22  arrested  Ben  Van 
Korn,  manager  of  Fox’s  Riviera  Theatre 
here,  in  connection  with  a “Cash  Night” 
drawing  at  the  house,  and  confiscated 
the  equipment  used  in  the  drawing. 

In  response  to  a request  for  a warrant 
against  Van  Korn,  District  Attorney  Her- 
bert J.  Steffes  asked  for  time  to  study  the 
high  court’s  decision  to  determine  whether 
it  covered  Cash  Night. 

As  a result  of  the  high  court’s  decision. 
Fox  has  discontinued  Bank  Night  at  its 
local  houses  “pending  a study  of  the  rul- 
ing.” The  ruling,  which  many  believe 
covers  all  chance  games,  written  by  Jus- 
tice Chester  A.  Fowler,  follows: 

"Many  cases  involving  the  scheme  have 


er.  Lido  and  Park  theatres  here  and  sev- 
eral houses  in  Louisville  has  announced  the 
engagement  of  his  daughter,  Beth  Ann,  to 
Joseph  Walker  Barr,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
O.  L.  Barr  of  Bicknell,  Ind.  The  wedding 
will  take  place  here  September  3. 

The  Variety  Club  of  Indianapolis,  Tent 
No.  10  whose  headquarters  for  the  past 
several  years  has  been  at  1454  N.  Dela- 
ware St.,  has  been  sold,  the  property  and 
all  the  equipment,  to  a group  of  men  who 
will  establish  a dinner-dance  club  to  be 
known  as  the  Morocco  Club  . . . Variety 
Club  is  seeking  new  headquarters  in  a 
more  central  location. 

Don  Wright,  manager  at  the  Rivoli 
Theatre,  played  a first  run  this  week.  The 
Rivoli  also  has  taken  up  the  patriotic 
trend  and  at  the  opening  of  each  show 
the  audience  sings  “God  Bless  America.” 
Wright  reports  very  good  audience  reac- 
tion. 

The  Olson  Enterprises’  new  stage  shows 
featuring  the  World’s  Fair  Talent  Revues 
have  proved  excellent  boxoffice  stimulants. 
Practically  every  night  in  the  week  pat- 
rons can  see  a stage  attraction  at  the 
Vogue,  Uptown,  Ritz,  Oriental,  St.  Clair 
or  Strand  theatres,  all  operated  by  Olson 
Enterprises. 

Morris  Cantor,  manager  of  the  Emer- 
son Theatre,  says  so  many  youngsters  ride 
their  bicycles  to  the  theatre  that  he  keeps 
an  attendant  there  to  guard  them.  The 
Emerson  has  had  its  face  washed  and  the 
front  painted. 

Mrs.  Edith  Nuding,  employe  in  the  of- 
fice at  the  Paramount  exchange,  was  mar- 
ried recently  to  Dr.  Edwin  M.  Ennis. 

Indianapolis  exhibitors  and  film  fans 
were  very  interested  in  the  arrirval  of  Will 
H.  Hays,  head  of  the  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers and  Distributors  of  America,  who 
ivas  due  here  for  the  wedding  of  his  son 
Will  Hays  jr.  to  Miss  Margaret  Louis 
Chapin.  Mr.  Hays  will  act  as  best  man  for 
(Continued  on  page  18-C) 


been  before  the  courts  recently.  In  all  of 
them  it  is  held  and  counsel  agreed,  that 
a lottery  involves  three  elements.  There 
must  be  a prize,  chance  and  a considera- 
tion. Two  of  these  elements  manifestly 
exist  in  the  instant  case — a prize  and  a 
chance. 

Free  Tickets  No 

“The  defendant  insists  the  element  of 
consideration  is  absent;  the  state  insists 
it  is  present  because  of  the  increased  num- 
ber of  ticket  sales  for  admission  on  bank 
nights;  and  that  while  the  individual 
drawing  the  winning  ticket  may  not  buy 
any  tickets,  and  thus  pay  no  consideration 
for  his  chance  for  the  prize,  yet  the  the- 
atre receives  a consideration  for  allowing 
him  the  chance  in  the  increased  number 
of  tickets  sold  to  others  for  admission  on 
the  night  of  the  drawing. 

“It  is  of  course  manifest  that  the  the- 
atre receives  from  its  sales  of  tickets 
enough  to  make  it  pay  to  maintain  the 
practice,  else  it  would  not  continue  it. 
Upon  the  question  whether  the  additional 
sales  induced  by  the  offering  of  the  prize 
constitutes  a consideration,  the  courts  are 
divided  . . . 

“The  reason  most  generally  given  for 
holding  the  scheme  a lottery  is  that  the 
great  number  of  those  who  purchase  tick- 
ets for  the  chance  of  participating  in  the 
drawing,  thus  making  the  scheme  profit- 
able to  the  theatre,  furnish  the  considera- 
tion, although  others  are  given  chances 
free. 

“Others  based  their  ruling  upon  the  fact, 
or  at  least  place  emphasis  upon  it,  that 
furnishing  of  free  chances  is  only  a means 
taken  to  evade  the  point  of  necessary  con- 
sideration and  thus  save  the  scheme  from 
being  held  a lottery. 

“We  agree  with  the  majority  of  the 
courts  and  hold  the  instant  scheme  con- 
stitutes a lottery.  Manifestly  a lottery  is 
no  less  a lottery  because  the  management 
of  it  gives  away  numbers  entitling  par- 
ticipation in  the  draw  to  some  persons. 
It  is  only  all  the  more  objectionable  be- 
cause it  does  not  limit  the  drawees  to  the 
persons  buying  tickets  and  thus  lessens 
the  chance  of  those  who  pay  for  their 
tickets.” 

Resist  in  La  Crosse 

District  attorneys  in  the  various  counties, 
including  Milwaukee,  have  warned  exhibi- 
tors that  they  will  bring  action  against  the- 
atres playing  Bank  Night,  and  as  a re- 
sult the  game  has  been  pulled  in  most 
cities.  At  La  Crosse,  however,  Frank  L. 
Koppelberger,  general  manager  of  the  La 
Cross  Theatres  Co.,  principal  in  the  action 
by  Circuit  Judge  Robert  S.  Cowie,  which 
resulted  in  the  high  court  decision,  de- 
clared they  would  continue  Bank  Night 
at  their  Rivoli  Theatre  “until  a lower 
court  decides  we  cannot  operate  it.” 

Ted  Bolnick,  manager  of  Welworth’s 
Hollywood  Theatre  in  La  Crosse,  also  an- 
nounced Bank  Night  would  be  continued 
until  stopped  by  a lower  court. 

Independent  exhibitors,  for  the  most  part, 
are  pleased  with  the  decision  since  they 
were  unable  to  produce  the  sizeable  pots 
offered  by  the  chains. 


Pitner  to  Open  Soon 

Fairfield,  III. — Harry  Pitner  expects  to 
open  his  new  theatre  here  within  the  next 
few  weeks.  Equipment  was  purchased  from 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis. 
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"QOODBYE,  MR.  CHIPS”  received  a 
rousing  preview  ovation  at  the  Chi- 
cago Theatre  a few  days  before  it  opened 
at  the  Apollo. 

Alfred  Sack,  president  of  Sack  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  was  here  conferring  with  Saul 
Goldman. 

Francis  Lederer  is  appearing  in  the  Civic 
Theatre  production,  “Seventh  Heaven,” 
with  Margo.  Lederer  leaves  soon  to  go 
into  the  Katharine  Cornell  show,  “No 
Time  for  Comedy,”  replacing  Laurence 
Olivier,  who  will  return  to  Hollywood. 

Maureen  O’Hara,  the  new  Irish  lassie, 
who  is  down  for  some  film  work  for  RKO, 
was  interviewed  here  before  she  continued 
on  her  way  to  the  west  coast  . . . Harold 
Lloyd  came  in  Sunday  on  the  Chief,  hound 
for  New  York  and  RKO  conferences. 

Jack  Eckhardt  at  20th  Century-Fox  is 
back  from  his  vacation.  Ditto  Joe  Stout 
of  B&K’s  booking  department.  Eckhardt 
won  first  place  in  the  20th  Century-Fox 
Employees’  Club  golf  tourney  at  Big  Oak 
Country  Club.  Carl  Carlson  was  second 
and  Vic  Carlson  was  third.  There  were 
16  entrants. 

Clyde  Eckhardt  has  been  making  his 
annual  sojourn  around  Chicago  exchange 
territory,  including  Quincy,  Peoria,  As- 
toria and  Macomb. 

Birdie  Newman  at  Capitol -Monogram  is 
recuperating  from  an  injury  she  suffered 
when  entering  a cab  one  rainy  night. 

Betty  Sandler  of  Guercio  & Barthel  will 
be  married  July  15  to  Bill  Marks.  They 
will  live  in  Indianapolis.  Betty  was  with 
G&B  11  years. 

Dorothy  Lee,  Chicago  girl,  is  forsaking 
the  films  for  a role  in  Nancy  Hamilton’s 
“One  for  the  Money,”  now  on  the  stage 
of  the  Harris  Theatre  . . . Myrtle  Borde, 
hello  and  information  girl  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, is  taking  a lengthy  leave  of  ab- 
sence from  her  post,  due  to  illness. 

Spector  Brothers’  Restaurant,  on  Film- 
row,  suffered  slight  damage  the  other  day 
when  fire  started  in  the  place  . . . Joe 
Abramson  is  back  from  San  Francisco, 
looking  fit  as  a fiddle  and  rarin’  to  go. 

Joe  Loeffler,  formerly  with  Metro  Pre- 
mimn  Company,  has  gone  to  Minneapolis, 
where  he  joined  the  staff  of  RKO  Radio 
Pictures  . . . Harry  Turrell,  Warner  dis- 
trict manager,  is  away  vacationing  in 
California  . . . Mary  Kathryn  Wright,  Wal- 
ter Branson’s  secretary  at  RKO,  is  back 
from  her  vacation. 

B&K  has  cleaned  the  front  of  the  Roose- 
velt Theatre  . . . Ben  Cohn,  Frolic  Theatre; 
R.  Dunn,  Orpheum,  Hammond,  and  Mar- 
lowe Conner,  Rhodes,  were  the  $25.00 
award  winners  in  the  recent  Metro  "Hono- 
lulu” exploitation  contest  held  for  Warner 
managers. 

Van  Nomikos  is  planning  to  close  his 
Halsted,  City  and  Stadium  theatres  for  the 
summer. 


Chicago  Bookers'  Club 
Is  Hosted  by  Algers 

LaSalle,  III. — About  forty  members  and 
their  friends  of  the  Chicago  Film  Bookers’ 
Club  enjoyed  the  first  of  the  regular  sum- 
mer outings  last  Saturday  at  the  E.  E. 
Alger  Farm  near  here. 

Most  of  the  day  was  spent  in  sports 
events — baseball,  tennis,  swimming,  motor- 
boating, etc.  Refreshments  were  served  by 
the  hosts,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Alger  sr. 
and  jr. 

Among  those  attending  from  Chicago 
were:  Max  Factor,  Great  States;  Stanley 
Butte  Schoenstadts;  Jack  Wohl,  B&K;  Jim 
Ondracek  and  Joe  Fitzgerald,  Paramount; 
Harry  Mandel,  Art  Patzlaff  and  Ted  Levy, 
Warners;  Mun  Delano  and  Les  Abbott,  Co- 
lumbia; A1  Raymer,  Indiana-Illinois  Thea- 
tres; Vic  Bernstein,  Grand  National;  A1 
Teplitz,  Sam  Meyers  circuit;  Sam  Traynor, 
Bailey  circuit,  Princeton;  Russell  Hurd, 
Alger  circuit;  Cal  Hermer,  and  the  hosts. 


Stewart  Reese  Will  Start 
Plymouth  House  July  5 

Plymouth,  Ind. — Stewart  Reese,  opera- 
tor of  the  Gem  Theatre  here  plans  to 
start  work  on  his  new  house  in  Plymouth 
July  5.  The  new  theatre  was  designed 
by  Alves  O’Keefe  of  Plymouth  and  will 
seat  600  on  one  floor. 

The  building  will  be  of  steel,  stone  and 
Nuwood  construction,  and  will  include  an 
air  conditioning  system. 

Another  feature  will  be  a small  “cry 
room.”  The  interior  will  have  indirect 
lighting.  A total  of  $75,000  is  estimated  for 
the  cost  of  the  project. 

Reese  expects  to  open  about  November 

1. 


Air  Condition  at  Hillsboro.  Wis. 

Hillsboro,  Wis. — New  air  conditioning 
has  been  installed  in  the  New  Royal  The- 
atre. 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC, 

Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  <S  Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


Adler  Views  Verdict 
A Patent  Victory 

Chicago — In  connection  with  the  re- 
cent litigation  between  Wagner  Sign  Ser- 
vice and  the  Adler  Sign  Letter  Co.,  the 
latter  contends  the  federal  court  decision 
held  the  Adler  patent  No.  2,038,978  cover- 
ing the  removable  letter  carrying  frame 
valid  and  infringed  both  by  the  removable 
frame  type  which  carries  only  the  letters 
and  the  removable  frame  type  which  car- 
ries not  only  the  letters  but  also  the 
glass.  The  Adler  statement  continues: 

“The  Wagner  patent  No.  2,048,040  re- 
lating to  certain  types  of  letters  also  was 
sustained.  The  Garner  and  Auer  patent 
No.  2,119,430  also  was  sustained. 

“In  view  of  this  decision,  all  sign  con- 
structions now  being  sold  by  the  Wagner 
Sign  Service,  Inc.,  in  which  a removable 
frame  either  carries  removable  letters 
alone  of  any  type  or  size  or  thickness  or 
substance,  or  cames  letters  and  also  glass 
in  frames  (same  known  as  3-in-l),  are  in- 
fringements of  the  Adler  patent. 

“An  officer  of  the  Adler  Sign  Letter  Co., 
in  commenting  on  the  commercial  signi- 
ficance of  the  court’s  decision,  said:  ‘We 
regard  the  upholding  of  the  Adler  patent 
as  a great  victory  in  that  this  patent  re- 
lates to  the  most  important  feature  of  sign 
construction,  namely,  the  removable  let- 
ter carrying  frame.  Many  and  varied 
types  of  silhouette  letters  may  be  mounted 
upon  such  a frame,  some  of  which  would 
infringe  the  Wagner  patent  and  some  of 
which  would  not.  We  are  very  well  sat- 
isfied with  the  decision.  We  will  con- 
tinue to  furnish  our  complete  line  of 
equipment  same  as  before.  Of  course,  the 
final  decision  will  come  from  the  court  of 
appeals  probably  early  in  1940.” 

The  Wagner  statement  appearing  in  this 
publication  for  June  17. 


A Writer  to  Metro 

Hollywood — Martin  Berkeley  has  joined 
the  Metro  writing  department. 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 


WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 


1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 
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"Lincoln"  Eastward — 

Raymond  Massey,  headed  for  New 
York  after  his  radio  performance  of 
‘‘Abraham  Lincobi  in  Illinois”  at  Chi- 
cago. He  will  start  work  this  fall  on 
the  film  version  of  the  stage  hit  for 
RKO  Radio. 


Waukeganotes 


Waukegan,  III. — That  actionful  phrase, 
“ ‘Buck’  Benny  Rides  Again,”  appeared  in 
nearly  every  yarn  written  by  visiting  news- 
paper folk — including  radio  and  film  critics 
— who  were  here  for  the  premiere.  Critics 
came  from  as  far  east  as  Boston. 


The  Genesee  marquee  and  sign  was 
newly  repainted  by  Great  States  for  the 
premiere. 


In  many  of  the  taverns,  $10  and  $15 
offers  for  premiere  tickets  went  begging. 


Benny,  Mary  Livingston  and  the  others 
left  for  New  York  on  Monday  where  they 
attended  the  Louis-Galento  fight  on 
Wednesday. 


Drug  stores  and  restaui’ants  featured 
Jack  Benny  and  Andy  Devine  specials  of 
all  kinds.  One  had  a “Jack  Benny  Pre- 
miere Sundae.”  The  taverns  even  listed 
special  cocktails  and  fizzes  for  the  stars. 


Benny  planted  a cactus  tree  “in  honor 
of  Fred  Allen”  in  the  City  Hall  yard, 
which  was  filmed  for  Paramount  News. 
Incidentally,  Red  Felbinger  and  W.  M. 
Robertson  of  Paramount  News  office  in 
Chicago,  covered  all  phases  of  the  pre- 
miere. 


The  whole  troupe  went  over  to  Bon-Air 
Country  Club  Friday  night  to  celebrate 
Mary  Livingston’s  birthday.  Everyone  in 
the  troupe,  from  Benny  on  down,  received 
a really  tremendous  ovation. 


More  than  400  women  were  at  the  Bonnie 
Brook  Coimtry  Club  reception  for  Mary 
Livingston  on  Friday. 


All  day  Sunday,  from  9:30  a.  m.  on,  was 
spent  rehearsing  for  the  evening  airshow. 


The  parade  was  conducted  over  a mile 
course  on  Genesee  St.  The  decorations 
were  put  up  a week  in  advance. 


Jerry  Hevelka,  Waukegan’s  one-man 
band,  got  a big  hand  in  the  parade.  He 
was  good  for  paragraph  features  by  all 
visiting  newspaper  folk. 


Andy  Devine,  mayor  of  Van  Nuys,  Cal., 
commissioned  Mayor  Mancel  Talcott  of 
Waukegan  a special  sheriff.  Talcott  re- 
turned the  favor. 


Incidentally,  Talcott  was  on  the  Simday 
night  radio  show  with  Benny.  Having  been 
on  two  previous  Benny  shows,  he  shouldn’t 
have  had  stage  fright,  but  the  mayor  had 
shaking  knees  all  day  for  fear  of  “blow- 
ing” his  lines  in  front  of  the  home  town 
folks. 


The  Chicago  American  had  special  edi- 
tions for  Waukegan  daily  for  four  days 
in  advance  of  the  premiere,  the  front  page 
being  replated  each  time  . . . The  Wau- 
kegan Sun-News  published  a special  Jack 
Benny  edition  on  Saturday. 


Cliff  Lewis  had  a capable  staff  aiding 
him.  Carl  Kreuger  was  here  for  weeks  in 
advance  of  the  show.  Other  assistants  were 
Mervyn  Houser  and  Jack  Dailey,  also  from 
the  west  coast.  Pictures  were  taken  by 
Don  English. 


Roy  Rogan,  Great  States  district  mana- 
ger, supervised  the  circuit’s  end  of  the 
details,  with  John  Mitchell,  local  mana- 
ger. in  charge  here. 


Eddie  Anderson  and  his  wife  were  list- 
ed at  the  hotel  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rochester. 


Franklyn  MacCormack,  Chicago  radio 
announcer,  was  master  of  ceremonies  at 
the  premiere,  introducing  all  the  stars  . . . 
Dorothy  Lamour  seemed  to  get  as  much 
attention  from  the  crowds  at  the  premiere 
as  did  Jack  Benny,  with  Eddie  (Rochester) 
Anderson,  a close  second  . . . All  of  the 
stars  chatted  a few  moments  from  the 
platform  in  front  of  the  theatre  before 
entering  for  their  broadcast. 


Leo  Terry,  well-known  midwestern  the- 
atre organist,  played  the  organ  in  the 
Genesee  Theatre  preceding  both  shows. 


We  noticed  several  film  folk  during  the 
evening  of  the  premiere.  Included  were 
Jules  and  M.  M.  Rubens,  Morris  Leonard, 
Dave  Wallerstein,  Abe  and  Nate  Platt,  Ed- 
die Solomon,  Archie  Herzoff,  Harry  Lust- 
garten.  Max  Factor,  Roy  Rogan,  all  of 
the  B&K-Great  States  organization;  Jack 
Shumow  of  M-G-M,  Harry  Smythe,  Al 
Raymer,  Alex  Halperin,  H.  U.  Bailey  and 
Sam  Traynor  of  Princeton,  HI.;  Russell 
Hurd  of  the  Alger  circuit.  Jack  Rose,  Sam 
Meyers,  Burt  Ofstie,  Larry  Stein,  Ted 
Weber,  Jack  R.  Keegan  of  Warner’s  Mil- 
waukee theatres,  W.  R.  Pierce  of  Fox-Wis- 
consin  theatres,  Chicago  film  critics,  and 
many  others. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Benny  announced 
during  the  week  that  they  would  adopt 
another  child  while  they  are  visiting  New 
York,  as  a companion  for  their  other 
adopted  daughter,  Joan,  now  five  years 
old. 


Hometowners  Acclaim 
Jack  Benny's  Latest 

By  GENE  RICH 

Waukegan,  III. — Thousands  of  the  tough- 
est critics  in  the  world — the  home  town 
folks — previewed  Jack  Benny’s  latest  Para- 
mount picture,  “Man  About  Town,”  on 
Sunday  night,  and  definitely  voted  the  film 
a hit. 

'There  were  about  3,700  persons  crowded 
into  the  Great  States’  Genesee  Theatre 
here  for  two  evening  performances  of  the 
picture,  and  they  all  enjoyed  more  “belly 
laughs”  from  the  picture  than  we’ve  seen 
for  some  time.  And  besides  there  were 
hundreds  of  others  in  the  Academy  and 
Rialto  theatres,  who  paid  to  see  simulta- 
neous showings  of  the  picture  there  along 
with  the  Genesee  premiere  audience.  They, 
too,  howled  at  sequence  after  sequence  in 
“Man  About  Town.” 

'There  were  a few  hundred  in  the  two 
audiences  in  the  Genesee  'Theatre,  from 
where  also  emanated  Benny’s  last  radio 
program  of  the  current  season,  that  were 
not  from  Waukegan.  'They  were  Chicago 
exhibitors,  visiting  newspaper  critics  and 
feature  writers,  and  Chicago  business  men. 
But  they,  too,  enjoyed  the  picture,  with 
rave  comments  being  heard  in  the  lobby 
of  the  theatre  after  both  shows. 

'The  premiere  was  held  with  all  the  flavor 
and  seasoning  of  a Hollywood  opening. 
'There  were  kleig  lights,  a master  of  cere- 
monies, a platform  from  which  the  stars 
offered  the  usual  “hello-folks-I’m-glad-to- 
be-here,”  the  taking  of  Paramount  News- 
reel shots,  and  thousands  of  Waukeganites 
standing  in  the  roped-off  streets  before 
and  after  both  showings  of  the  picture  at 
the  Genesee. 

Sunday  ended  five  days  of  celebrating 
of  “Waukegan  Celebrity  Days,”  in  honor 


Visiting! — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mort  D.  Goldberg  of 
Chicago  signing  the  register  in  the 
RKO  Radio  visitors’  lounge,  set  aside 
especially  for  exhibitors  visiting  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair.  Goldberg  rep- 
resents the  G.  C.  S.  circuit  of  Chicago. 
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of  Benny’s  homecoming  and  the  world  pre- 
miere of  the  picture,  put  on  by  Paramount, 
aided  by  NBC  and  General  Poods,  spon- 
sors of  Benny’s  radio  show. 

But  the  entire  show  was  practically  all 
Paramoimt’s,  with  an  excellent  job  of  pro- 
motion and  exploitation  being  done  by 
Cliff  Lewis,  studio  advertising  manager, 
and  his  aides. 


The  boys  turned  out  special  story  after 
story,  and  got  considerable  lineage  in  all 
Chicago  newspapers. 

Waukegan  was  teeming  with  excitement 
long  before  the  premiere  took  place  at  the 
Genesee  on  Sunday  night. 

The  “Waukegan  Celebrity  Days”  began 
on  Wednesday,  when  Benny  and  his  troupe 
of  radio  and  screen  actors  came  to  town. 
Paramount  and  Jello  took  over  lock, 
stock  and  barrel,  and  the  key  to  the  city 
was  literally  handed  to  Cliff  Lewis  and 
his  cohorts  by  Mayor  Mancel  Talcott. 


On  Saturday,  a clear  summer  day,  thou- 
sands of  townspeople  and  still  other  thou- 
sands from  surrounding  towns,  crowded 
the  sidewalks  of  Genesee  St.  to  witness 
the  “Celebrity  Days”  parade.  Featured, 
of  course,  were  Benny,  riding  in  his  old 
Maxwell  touring  car,  driven  by  none  other 
than  Eddie  (Rochester)  Anderson. 





Hometown  Boy  Makes  Good — 

Or,  Jack  T?en.ny  takes  Waukegan,  111.,  proof  of  which  achievement  is  presented  above  across 
two  columns  at  the  premiere  of  “Man  About  Town.”  Top  view  is  a greneral  scene  of  the 
crowds.  In  the  second  pn-nel  and  to  the  left,  Benny  and  Dorothy  Lamour,  Paramount’s  defi- 
nition of  the  193&  erlamor  g:irl,  chat  with  an  earlier  screen  model,  Mrs.  Bess  Bower  Dunn, 
probate  clerk  in  Waukegun,  who  appeared  in  “The  Lady  Boxer”  for  Essanay  Studios.  The 
film  was  shot  in  Waukegran.  At  the  rig'ht  in  the  second  column,  Benny,  directed  by  “Roches- 
ter” (Eddie  Anderson),  plants  a cactus  in  honor  of  Fred  Allen  while  Mary  Livingston  looks 
on.  Immediately  above,  Benny  rides  in  the  honor  position  aboard  his  1906  Maxwell,  with 
Rochester  at  the  wheel.  Top  left:  Benny’s  father,  Benny,  Mayor  Mancel  Talcott  of  Wau- 
kegran, and  Julius  Slnykln,  the  comedian’s  boyhood  pal.  Lower  left:  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Andy 
Devine. 
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Labor  Trouble  to  Close 
Lyric  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — The  Lyric  here  will  close 
July  6,  interrupting  an  unbroken  string  of 
consecutive  stage  shows,  continuous  for  al- 
most six  years. 

Officials  of  the  theatre  say  they  are 
forced  to  this  action  by  an  official  notice 
from  the  stagehands’  union,  Local  No.  30, 
lATSE,  that  it  will  withdraw  its  men  from 
the  house  on  that  date. 

'The  Lyric,  built  originally  by  Charles  M. 
Olson  in  1912,  has  been  operated  as  a full- 
week  vaudeville  theatre,  with  few  inter- 
ruptions, for  27  years.  During  the  last 
six  years,  it  has  operated  without  a break. 

Officials  of  the  stagehands*  union  could 
not  be  reached  for  a statement  regarding 
the  situation,  but  theatre  executives  said 
the  strike  order  followed  the  theatre  man- 
agement’s refusal  to  agree  to  union  demands 
for  an  increased  wage  scale  of  $60,50  a 
week  per  man  for  the  forthcoming  season. 
This  represents  an  increase  of  $5  a week. 


Metro  Assigns  Rogers 

Hollywood — Howard  Emmett  Rogers 
will  adapt  Metro’s  “Cause  for  Alarm,” 
which  Lawrence  Weingarten  will  produce. 


Stagehands  Picket  Ozark 
Airdome,  Webster  Groves 

St.  Louis — Members  of  stagehands’  un- 
ion, Local  No.  6,  are  picketing  the  Ozark 
Tlieatre’s  airdome,  the  only  theatre  in 
Webster  Groves,  a residential  suburb  in 
St.  Louis  county,  because  John  Siepker, 
manager,  decided  that  there  was  no  need 
for  a $75  per  week  stagehand,  with  no 
stage  to  work  on.  Siepker  explained  there 
was  little  enough  for  the  stagehand  to  do 
inside  of  the  permanent  theatre,  and  when 
weather  conditions  permitted  opening  of 
the  airdome,  there  was  less.  He  said  the 
only  job  the  stagehand  had  to  perform 
at  the  airdome,  aside  from  removing  a 
storm  canvas  from  the  screen  before  the 
show  and  putting  it  back  on  afterwards, 
was  “sitting  around  outside.” 

Siepker  said  the  work  was  so  simple  he 
could  do  it  himself.  Siepker  contends  his 
contract  with  the  stagehands’  union  does 
not  specify  that  members  must  be  employed 
at  all  times.  'Two  union  projectionists, 
members  of  lATSE,  Local  No.  143,  are  still 
on  the  job.  At  the  headquarters  of  Local 
No.  143,  it  was  reported,  no  communication 
had  been  received  from  the  stagehands’ 
local  pertaining  to  the  current  controversy. 


Orders  Negotiations 
With  Negro  Local 

St.  Louis — James  A.  McKeown  and  Wil- 
liam M.  Brandt,  co-receivers  of  lATSE, 
Local  No.  143,  have  been  ordered  by  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Ernest  F.  Oakley,  who  ousted 
John  P.  Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston  from 
control  of  the  local  several  weeks  ago,  to 
negotiate  with  representatives  of  Local  No. 
143-A,  organization  of  Negro  projectionists, 
for  a settlement  of  the  dispute  which  re- 
sulted in  the  temporary  closing  of  the 
Criterion  Theatre,  a theatre  catering  to 
Negro  trade. 

White  operators  are  employed  under  a 
contract  with  Local  No.  143  and  the  clos- 
ing was  necessitated  by  members  of  a Ne- 
gro organization  which  maintains  the  op- 
erators’ jobs  should  be  handled  by  mem- 
bers of  their  race.  Judge  Oakley’s  orders 
were  given  as  a result  of  the  co-receivers 
recently  asking  for  instructions  to  settle 
the  trouble. 

Judge  Oakley  also  overruled  a motion 
by  Nick  and  Weston  to  set  aside  his  order 
appointing  Brandt  as  a co-receiver  of  the 
Local  and  denied  a motion  by  Joaquin  C. 
Wilson,  former  operator  at  the  Granada 
Theatre,  for  permission  to  join  the  re- 
ceivers as  defendants  in  a suit  against  the 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  for  back  salary. 


Local  No.  143  Names 
Its  New  Officers 

St.  Louis — New  officers  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Operators  Union,  Local  No.  143,  are 
Robert  Thomsen,  president:  William  Rob- 
inson, vice-president;  O.  H.  Myers,  secre- 
tary-treasurer; E.  D.  James,  recording  sec- 
retary; Julian  Anthony,  sergeant-at-arms, 
and  George  Hess,  L.  C.  Chambers  and 
Homer  Tong,  trustees. 

Terms  of  the  present  officers  will  end 
Dec.  31.  1940,  or  until  the  receivers,  J.  A. 
McKeown  and  William  M.  Brandt,  are 
discharged  by  Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F.  Oak- 
ley, responsible  for  the  ouster  of  John  P. 
Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  former  offi- 
cials of  Local  No.  143. 


St.  Louis  NTS  Sales 

St.  Louis — Recent  sales  completed  by 
the  local  headquarters  of  National  The- 
atre Supply  Co.,  included  new  sound  sys- 
tems to  the  Princess  Theatre,  St.  Louis, 
and  the  new  Laclede  here,  which  will  open 
soon;  sound  system  to  the  new  Frisina 
house  in  Greenville,  111.;  a sound  system 
to  the  Roxy,  Springfield,  111.,  another  Fris- 
ina house;  carpets  to  the  Mikado  and 
Union  theatres  here,  both  St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment Co.  units:  and  new  lamps  to  the 
Ambassador  Theatre  and  the  Florissant 
airdome  here. 


Extend  Sales  Tax 

Jefferson  City — The  state  legislature 
has  passed  the  bill  to  extend  the  Missouri 
two  per  cent  sales  tax  law’s  expiration 
date  to  Dec.  31,  1941.  As  finally  passed 
by  the  upper  house  of  the  legislature,  the 
bill  provides  for  only  minor  administrative 
changes  from  the  present  tax  law,  which 
has  been  returning  $22,000,000  per  year. 
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Price  Bars  American 
Pictures  in  Soviet 

Chicago— American  pictures  are  finding 
more  favor  with  Soviet  film  officials  and 
“if  the  right  prices  can  be  quoted  by  your 
companies”  more  Hollywood  product  will 
be  shown  in  Russia,  in  the  opinion  of 
Dmitry  Vassiliev,  president  of  Amkino  Pic- 
tures Corp.,  who  was  here  conferring  with 
Irving  Franklin,  midwest  manager  for 
Amkino. 

Vassiliev  said  “high  prices  the  U.  S. 
companies  are  asking  is  the  only  thing 
that  is  deterring  us  in  Russia  from  show- 
ing more  of  your  pictures.”  He  added: 
Charlie  Chaplin’s  “Modern  Times”  and 
“City  Lights”  were  well  received  through- 
out Russia,  as  well  as  Walt  Disney’s  shorts. 
However,  in  the  last  three  years,  the  Soviet 
officials  haven’t  been  able  to  get  together 
on  price  with  Disney,  he  said. 

With  Vassiliev  was  Nicola  Napoli,  treas- 
urer of  Amkino,  who  said  Russian  product 
is  getting  more  and  more  general  playing 
time  in  this  country,  with  “Professor  Mam- 
lock,”  an  indictment  of  Nazi  Germany, 
being  shown  over  the  Paramount  circuit  in 
New  England  and  Skouras  houses  in  the 
west. 

The  current  Amkino  anti-Nazi  film,  “The 
Oppenheim  Family,”  is  getting  similar  play- 
ing time,  with  the  only  censorship  trouble, 
thus  far,  having  been  in  Chicago.  More 
than  100  houses  play  Russian  product  in 
New  York  and  ten  are  regular  accounts  in 
the  Windy  City.  Other  recent  product 
which  received  wide  playing  time  were 
“Alexander  Nevsky”  and  “Concentration 
Camp.” 

Vassiliev  said  Russia  produces  about  60 
features  annually.  Moscow  is  the  center 
of  production,  although  there  are  about  six 
other  widely  scattered  production  plants 
in  the  Soviet. 

•Two  promising  pictures  from  Russia  next 
season  will  be  Sergei  Eisenstein’s  “Frunze,” 
and  Alexander  Dovjenko’s  “Schorrs,”  both 
stories  of  Russian  revolution  heroes. 


Co-op  Ad  on  Anniversary 
An  Eiiective  Promotion 

Milwaukee — Harry  MacDonald,  mana- 
ger of  the  Warner  Theatre  here,  sold  a 
full-page  cooperative  ad  to  local  merchants 
on  the  eighth  anniversary  of  the  theatre’s 
opening,  with  three-fourths  of  the  space 
going  to  play  up  the  feature  attraction, 
“Juarez.”  So  effective  was  the  promotion 
that  it  was  necessary  to  hold  over  the 
picture  an  added  week. 

In  addition,  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel,  in 
which  the  ad  was  published,  ran  nearly  a 
full  page  on  the  anniversary  of  the  thea- 
tre, featuring  photographs  of  the  three 
Warner  brothers.  The  paper  also  distrib- 
uted copies  of  the  edition  with  page-one 
imprints  in  red:  “Warner’s  Anniversary 
Special,  Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis  in 
‘Juarez.’  ” 


Smith  Opens  in  Francesville 
PsANCESviLLE,  Ind. — The  new  Devon  The- 
atre has  been  opened  here  by  Ernest  E. 
Smith,  who  is  managing  the  house  him- 
self. The  new  theatre  seats  about  400. 
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TOSEPH  ROSENFIELD,  manager  of  War- 

ner-Saxe’s  Modjeska  Theatre,  has  been 
named  a publicity  director  in  connection 
with  the  Mitchell  St.  Advancement  Ass’n’s 
part  in  the  Milwaukee  midsummer  festival. 

Two  boys  were  taken  to  the  detention 
home  for  stealing  six  rolls  of  advertising 
films  from  Fox’s  Jackson  Theatre.  A pa- 
trolman caught  the  lads  burning  a strip 
of  the  film  in  an  alley. 

Harold  P.  Brown,  publicity  man  for  the 
Riverside  Theatre,  spoke  on  “The  Vaude- 
ville Stage-Past,  Present  and  Future,”  at 
a meeting  of  the  Civitan  Club. 

Jessica  Dragonette  in  town  last  week  to 
sing  at  Washington  Park  where  she  at- 
tracted some  30,000  persons,  indicated  she 
is  giving  some  thought  to  singing  the  role 
of  Melanie  in  the  film  version  of  Noel 
Coward’s  ‘‘Conversation  Piece.” 

Fox’s  Venetian,  north  side  neighborhood 
house,  is  advertising  Pontiac  nights  Thurs- 
days and  Fridays  with  the  winner  permit- 
ted a choice  of  the  automobile  or  $600 
in  cash. 

The  Alhambra,  downtown  house  which 
reopened  early  in  April,  definitely  has 
folded. 

Fox  annexes  E.  P.  Maertz’s  Zenith,  north 
side  neighborhood  house,  July  1,  when 
Maertz  will  resign  as  prexy  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatres  Protective  Ass’n  of  Wis- 
consin, but  will  continue  as  business  mana- 
ger of  the  organization.  This  latest  an- 
nexation leaves  the  independents  with 
about  20  of  the  70  odd  houses  in  the 
county. 

Mayor  Herman  C.  Runge  extended  his 
felicitations  last  week  to  Warner  Bros, 
upon  its  ninth  anniversary  in  Sheboygan. 

The  Rex  at  Oshkosh  has  closed  for  re- 
modeling. The  installation  of  a new  cool- 
ing system  is  planned. 

Robert  C.  Van  Dyke,  whose  father 
operates  the  Vaudette  Theatre  at  Kau- 
kauna,  was  married  last  week  to  Miss  Ger- 
trude Micke.  The  groom  is  employed  at 
the  theatre. 

Joseph  M.  Hiebel,  20,  an  employe  of  the 
Appleton  Theatre,  died  last  week  at  his 
home  in  that  city.  He  is  survived  by  his 
parents,  a brother,  two  sisters  and  his 
grandparents. 

Fox’s  Wisconsin,  Palace  and  Strand 
theatres,  first-run  houses,  have  dropped 
their  base  admission  price  from  35  to  25 
cents.  New  policy  provides  for  25-cent  ad- 
mission to  1 p.  m.,  35  cents  to  6 p.  m.  arid 
50  cents  thereafter.  Previous  policy  pro- 
vided for  only  the  35  and  50-cent  brackets. 


Colvin  Transierred 

Crawfordsville,  Ind. — H.  A.  Colvin,  for- 
merly at  the  Von  Dee  Theatre  in  Seymour 
for  the  Vonderschmitt  circuit,  has  been 
transferred  here  to  serve  as  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Strand  and  Vanity.  Colvin  re- 
places David  Martin,  who  recently  resigned. 
Bob  Owens  has  been  assigned  as  manager 
of  the  Von  Dee  at  Seymour. 


Wisconsin  Trade  Fells 
Gross  Tax  Proposal 

Milwaukee — The  cooperation  of  the  in- 
dustry in  Wisconsin  in  its  fight  against  a 
proposed  three  per  cent  admission  tax  was 
regarded  as  successful  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  a new  measui’e  in  the  state  as- 
sembly which  eliminates  the  theatre  tax. 

The  substitute  measure  reduces  the  ad- 
ministration’s revenue  bill  from  $27,500,- 
000  to  $26,000,000  and  makes  up  the  dif- 
ference lost  by  the  elimination  of  the 
features  found  in  the  original  measure  by 
theatre  tax  and  several  other  sales  tax 
highway  diversion. 

This  plan  was  strongly  advocated  by 
E.  P.  Maertz,  president  of  the  Independent 
Theatres  Protective  Ass’n  of  Wisconsin, 
when  he  appeared  June  21  before  the 
legislative  joint  finance  committee  to  pro- 
test the  original  bill. 

Others  appearing  against  the  bill  in- 
cluded William  H.  Cooper,  Milwaukee, 
business  agent,  Building  Service  Employee’s 
International  Union,  Local  150,  AFL;  An- 
thony Thenee,  Milwaukee,  representing 
state  legit  theatres;  J.  B.  Schuyler,  Mil- 
waukee, National  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
representing  supply  dealers;  Edward  Lurie, 
Milwaukee,  Film  Service,  Inc.;  William  L. 
Ainsworth,  Fond  du  Lac,  exhibitor;  Mrs. 
L.  B.  Porter,  Milwaukee,  chairman,  Mil- 
waukee Better  Films  council;  Edward 
Brown,  Milwaukee,  State  Conference  of 
Electrical  Workers,  and  F.  J.  McWilliams, 
Portage  exhibitor. 

McWilliams  testified  before  the  commit- 
tee that  his  average  profit  during  the  past 
four  years  was  2.4  per  cent,  and  that  a 
3 per  cent  gross  tax  would  leave  him  in 
the  “red.” 


Former  Son-in-Lav7  Files 
Suit  on  Vonderschmitts 

Bloomington,  Ind. — Harry  Vonder- 
schmitt, operator  of  motion  picture  the- 
atres in  Bedford,  Bloomington,  Crawfords- 
ville, Greencastle,  Noblesville  and  Seymour 
and  his  wife.  Nova  Vonderschmitt,  are 
made  defendants  in  a $50,000  slander  suit 
filed  in  Monroe  circuit  court  by  Robert 
C.  Smith,  their  former  son-in-law. 

Smith,  son  of  Dr.  Rodney  Smith,  of  this 
city,  married  Thelma  Vonderschmitt  in 
1934.  The  couple  was  divorced  in  Hamilton 
county  some  time  later  and  Mrs.  Smith  re- 
ceived custody  of  their  daughter,  Barbara 
Lee  Smith.  Smith  charges  in  his  com- 
plaint that  the  Vonderschmitts  have  de- 
famed his  character.  He  says  he  is  un-* 
able  to  find  employment  because  of  al- 
leged slander  and  that  his  name  and  char- 
acter have  been  defiled. 


New  Mt.  Morris  Ordinance 
Curbs  Theatre  Building 

Mt.  Morris,  III. — A theatre  ordinance 
has  been  passed  here  restricting  the  licens- 
ing and  building  of  new  theatres.  The 
bill  includes  certain  restrictions  as  to  fire- 
proof, etc.,  and  requires  the  building  cost 
no  less  than  $40,000. 
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ELECTRIC  room  cooler  that  cost  ap- 
proximately $300  has  been  purchased  by 
distributors  and  film  salesmen  and  em- 
ployes on  Filmrow  last  week  and  will  be 
presented  to  the  Variety  Club  for  the  use 
of  its  members  and  others  after  its  use 
has  been  completed  for  Dick  Rosebaum, 
salesman  for  Paramount,  who  is  seriously 
ill  at  his  home.  Chief  Barker  Ansell  of  the 
Variety  Club,  in  accepting  the  gift,  said 
it  will  be  kept  in  the  club’s  rooms  at  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel  and  will  be  available  at 
any  time.  Tlie  club  will  pay  service  charges 
on  the  machine  and  also  for  excessive 
electricity  if  the  beneficiary  desires. 

Start  of  second  season  of  Civic  Theatre, 
Inc.,  in  St.  Louis  comity  was  delayed  24 
hours  by  heavy  downpour  that  damaged 
scenery.  Season  started  Wednesday,  June 
21,  with  “Call  It  a Day.” 

Second  show  to  be  presented  by  the  Town 
Square  Theatre,  summer  organization,  will 
be  “The  Merchant  of  Yonkers”  on  July  21. 
Tlieatre  is  located  on  the  roof  of  the  west 
end  office  building. 

State’s  Attorney  Louis  Zerweck  of  Belle- 
ville, III.,  near  here,  threatened  raids  after 
announcement  had  been  made  that  “The 
Treasure  Chest,”  a public  lotto  game  held 
in  Belleville  would  reopen.  The  place  was 
darkened  several  months  ago  when  com- 
plaints of  gambling  were  made. 

Bob  Taylor,  Monogram  manager,  spent 
several  days  in  the  territory,  including 
a trip  to  Cairo,  111.,  and  Paducah,  Ky., 
and  other  Ohio  River  ports  . . . Out-of- 
towners  along  the  Row  included  John  Rees, 
Wellsville,  Mo.;  Robert  Cluster,  Salem,  111.; 
Noah  Bloomer,  Belleville,  111.,  and  Walter 
Light,  Chester,  111. 

The  local  Republic  exchange  is  being 
modernized.  When  the  painters  finish  their 
work  on  the  walls  and  partitions,  new 
flooring  and  desks  are  to  be  installed. 
Barney  Rosenthal  and  Nat  Steinberg,  heads 
of  the  exchange,  expect  to  have  everything 
in  tip-top  shape  in  another  week. 

Dick  Lovein,  who  handles  “Lone  Ranger” 
and  Dick  Tracy  novelties,  is  stopping  at 
the  Melbourne  Hotel  several  days  . . . The 
wedding  of  Charlotte  S'Renco,  daughter  of 
Ruby  S’Renco,  head  of  the  S’Renco  Screen- 
ing Room,  to  Joe  Katz  at  the  Congress  Ho- 
tel, was  one  of  the  real  events  of  the  local 
film  colony’s  social  season.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  Rabbi  Samuel  'Thurman 
of  the  United  Hebrew  Congregation.  Some 
200  relatives  and  friends  attended. 

Lester  Levy,  Monogram  salesman,  has 
gone  to  New  York  for  a vacation.  He  plans 
to  visit  with  a sister  and  will  also  take  in 
the  World’s  Fair  . . . L.  Melton  hopes  to 
have  his  new  theatre  in  Hull,  III.,  opened 
early  in  July.  It  will  have  310  seats. 

“Man  of  Conquest.”  the  Republic  feature 
starring  Richard  Dix,  was  given  a fine 
exploitation  push  when  it  played  day  and 
date  at  Noah  Bloomer’s  Rex  and  Ritz 
theatres  in  Belleville,  111.  . . . C.  D.  Hill 
of  Columbia  was  out  in  the  territory  sev- 
eral days. 

Russell  Mortensen,  Columbia  salesman, 
is  sporting  a new  Nash  two-door  sedan  . . . 
Russell  Armentrout,  Barry,  III.,  visited. 


Passing  of  Summer 
Airdomes  Recalled 


St.  Louis — The  continued  financial  suc- 
cess of  the  St.  Louis  Municipal  Opera, 
which  is  now  conducting  its  21st  season  in 
the  Municipal  Theatre  in  Forest  Park, 
serves  to  emphasize  the  passing  of  what 
was  essentially  a St.  Louis  institution — 
namely  the  summer  airdome,  or,  as  the 
modern  phrase  has  it,  the  skydome. 

As  its  name  implies,  the  airdome  or 
skydome  has  no  covering  other  than  the 
sky  and  is  entirely  open  except  for  the 
enclosing  fences,  entrance  gates  and  the 
like. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  sound  pictures,  St. 
Louis  in  the  summer  time  operated  more 
airdomes  than  regular  motion  picture  the- 
atres. Except  for  the  big  downtown  and 
Grand  Blvd.  first  run  houses,  practically 
every  theatre  in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis 
county  had  its  airdome  auxiliary.  In  most 
instances  these  were  operated  right  along- 
side the  regular  theatre,  on  an  adjoining 
lot,  so  that  in  the  event  of  rain  or  un- 
expected cool  weather  the  management 
would  conduct  that  evening’s  show  in  the 
regular  theatre. 

In  the  old  days  these  airdomes  provided 
more  seats  for  motion  picture  patrons  than 
the  regular  theatres  they  replaced.  At  the 
peak  of  the  airdome  popularity  there  were 
about  60  to  70  of  them  in  St.  Louis  and 
St.  Louis  county.  But  the  situation  is  en- 
tirely changed  today.  At  present,  the  only 
airdomes,  or  skydomes,  in  operation  in  this 
section  are:  The  Arcade,  4050  West  Pine 
Blvd.;  Armo,  3200  Morganford  Road;  Mc- 
Nair and  Pestalozzi  Airdome,  McNair  and 
Pestalozzi  St.;  Princess  ’Tlieatre  airdome, 
2841  Pestalozzi  St.;  the  Fairy,  5640  Easton 
Ave.;  Queens,  Euclid  Ave.  and  Maffitt; 
Pauline,  Lillian  and  Claxton;  and  the 
Florissant  Ave.,  all  in  St.  Louis,  and  the 
Powhattan,  3111  Sutton  Ave.,  Maplewood, 
Mo.;  the  Kirkwood,  Kirkwood,  Mo.,  and 
the  Ozark  Airdome,  Webster  Groves,  Mo. 

In  the  early  days,  the  sound  equipment 
was  not  sufficiently  efficient  to  compete 
successfully  with  street  noises.  That  situ- 
ation, coupled  with  the  development  of 
air-conditioning  systems,  explains  the  drop 
in  the  number  of  airdomes  in  this  section. 


Personnel  Shifts  Made 
By  Frisina  Amusement 

Springfield,  III. — TTie  Frisina  Amuse- 
ment Co.  announces  a series  of  personnel 
changes. 

Randolph  Pedrucci,  manager  of  the  Shel- 
byville.  111.,  theatre,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  central  office  in  the  Roxy  Theatre 
Bldg,  here  to  assist  as  company  booker 
under  William  Feldstein. 

Charles  Bennati,  theatre  manager  in 
Gillespie,  111.,  moves  to  Shelbyville  to  fill 
the  spot  vacated  by  Pedrucci.  Pio  Pedrucci, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Ritz  in  St. 
Charles,  Mo.,  shifts  to  Gillespie,  and  An- 
thony Colvi,  assistant  manager  of  the  Ritz 
at  Litchfield,  111.,  is  now  at  the  Ritz,  St. 
Charles. 


R A C III  M IE 

J^EN  S.  BRO'WN,  manager  of  the  Main- 
street,  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  enjoying 
an  extended  motor  trip  through  the  west. 
They  spent  some  time  in  Yellowstone  and 
at  Catalina  and  expect  to  visit  studios  in 
Hollywood  before  returning  home.  In  Mr. 
Brown’s  absence,  William  Marshall,  former 
exchange  worker  and  theatre  operator  in 
Chicago,  is  acting  as  manager. 

William  Exton,  manager  of  the  Kenosha 
Theatre,  as  well  as  of  other  Standard 
houses,  has  resigned  and  completed  his 
Kenosha  management  on  June  24  with  a 
special  midnight  stage  show.  Following  the 
show,  a group  of  theatre  men  and  their 
wives  from  Racine  and  Kenosha  attended 
an  informal  party  at  the  Exton  home. 

TTie  theatre,  newspaper,  and  radio  were 
represented  among  Racine  guests  at  the 
Jack  Benny  premiere  and  broadcast  in 
Waukegan  last  Sunday.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  a number  of  pictures  of  the  stars 
in  the  film  with  Miss  Dorothy  Lawton, 
Journal-Tbnes  theatre  editor,  to  be  used 
in  publicity  promotion  for  the  film  which 
opened  at  the  Venetian. 

An  August  date  has  been  set  for  the  re- 
opening of  the  Rex  Theatre,  which  has 
been  closed  for  several  weeks. 

Harvey  Kny,  former  Rialto  manager,  has 
been  advanced  to  the  managership  of  War- 
ner’s Venetian,  succeeding  Don  Nichols, 
who  has  gone  to  an  eastern  house.  Re- 
placing Kny  at  the  Rialto  is  Stanley  Lam- 
bert, former  Chicago  manager.  As  his  first 
promotion,  Kny  arranged  a premiere  per- 
formance of  “Juarez.”  Patrons  were  inter- 
viewed by  a radio  commentator  as  they 
entered  the  theatre  for  the  evening’s  one 
showing  of  the  film. 

Gene  Austin’s  Star-o-Rama  played  on 
the  Racine  lot  on  Wednesday. 


Larger  Number  of  Films 
Get  "Adult"  Rating 

Chicago — An  unusually  large  number  of 
adult  only  pictures  were  included  in  the 
June  listing  of  the  Better  Films  Council  of 
Chicago. 

'They  are:  “Alexander  Nevsky,”  Amkino; 
“Blackwell’s  Island,”  WB;  “For  Love  or 
Money,”  Univ.;  ‘"The  Gorilla,”  20th-Fox; 
“Never  Say  Die,”  Para.;  and  “They  Made 
Her  a Spy,”  RKO. 

'The  family  pictures  include:  “Ballerina,” 
French;  “East  Side  of  Heaven”  and  ‘"The 
Mikado,”  Univ.;  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln,” 
20th-Fox;  and  “Man  of  Conquest,”  Rep. 

The  adult  and  young  adult  group  in- 
cludes: “Bridal  Suite,”  “It’s  a Wonderful 
World,”  and  “Sergeant  Madden,”  M-G-M; 
“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,”  'WB;  “Disbar- 
red,” “.  . . one-third  of  a nation  . . .,” 
“King  of  China  Town”  and  the  reissue  of 
‘"The  Eagle  and  the  Hawk,”  Para.;  and 
“Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island,”  20th-Fox. 


Change  at  Geneva 

Geneva,  III. — Tom  Valas  has  taken  over 
the  Fargo  'Theatre.  Until  it  was  closed 
recently,  the  house  was  operated  by  W. 
Lekanter. 
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Music  Hall  in  New  York 
To  Feature  "Dr,  I.  Q." 


Chicago — “Dr.  I.  Q.”  the  question-and- 
answer  program  of  Mars  Candy  Co.,  which 
has  been  presented  from  theatres  ever  since 
it  was  inaugurated  as  a Monday  night  net- 
work feature,  leaves  the  Chicago  Theatre 
here  late  in  August,  after  a three-month 
run,  to  open  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall 
in  New  York  on  Monday  night,  August  28. 

The  program,  during  which  the  audience 
in  the  theatre  has  the  opportunity  of  win- 
ning $200  by  answering  questions  over  the 
air,  has  been  pulling  exceptionally  well  on 
otherwise  dull  Monday  nights  ever  since 
it  began  in  May  at  the  ace  B&K  loop  house. 

The  feature  started  in  Atlanta  over  a few 
stations,  was  enlarged  to  several  more 
when  it  came  into  the  Chicago  Theatre 
and  will  go  out  over  64  stations  when  it 
opens  in  Radio  City. 


Television  Tests  Being 
Continued  in  Chicago 

Chicago — So  interested  is  the  Chicago 
public  in  watching  the  television  tests  at 
the  Marshall  Field  store  here,  that  the 
company  is  continuing  them  until  July  3. 
The  store  has  taken  options  on  the  show 
for  purchase  or  for  additional  showings 
beyond  that  date. 

The  tests  consist  of  action  televising  in 
one  section  of  the  store  and  reception  in 
another,  with  about  7,500  persons  watch- 
ing them  daily. 


Postpone  Clyde  Eckhardt 
Testimonial  to  July  24 

Chicago — Date  for  the  Clyde  Eckhardt 
testimonial  dinner  has  been  set  back  a 
week  to  July  24.  This  was  necessary  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  new  20th  Century- 
Fox  exchange  building  will  not  be  ready 
when  originally  scheduled. 

Definite  arrangements  for  the  dinner  will 
take  shape  within  the  next  few  days. 


Mrs,  V,  F,  O'Toole 

Milwaukee — ^Mrs.  Vee  F.  O’Toole,  48, 
widow  of  Jack  O’Toole,  former  manager  of 
Superior  Pictures  here,  succumbed  June 
22  of  a heart  attack.  Mr.  O’Toole  died 
about  two  months  ago  in  the  west  where 
he  had  gone  for  his  health.  Mrs.  O’Toole 
returned  to  Milwaukee  to  make  her  resi- 
dence following  her  husband’s  death.  She 
is  survived  by  her  mother  and  two  brothers. 


Change  at  Winslow 

Winslow,  Ind. — Mrs.  Rose  E.  Eskind  and 
her  son,  Irving  Eskind,  have  taken  over 
the  Star  Theatre  here,  from  the  firm  of 
McCord  and  Kemp,  who  operated  the  house 
for  the  last  eight  years. 


Renovation  Ahead 

Crawfordsville,  Ind. — Work  should  be 
completed  shortly  on  the  renovating  of  the 
front  of  the  Strand  Theatre  here,  part  of 
the  Vonderschmitt  circuit.  The  front  is 
being  refinished  with  a veneer  of  glass. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

(Continued  from  page  34) 

his  S071.  Will  jr.  is  a student  at  the  Yale 
School  of  Law.  The  couple  will  be  at 
home  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  after  Septem- 
ber 1. 

Smith  & Hart  of  Auburn,  Ind.,  opera- 
tors of  the  Court  and  Smart  theatres 
there,  and  the  Royal  Theatre  in  Garrett, 
operated  by  Smith,  Hart  & Kalafat  have 
recently  changed  ownership  arrangements. 
H.  E.  Hart  has  purchased  the  Auburn 
leases  of  Smith  and  also  Smith’s  interest 
in  the  Royal  at  Garrett. 

Joe  Brokaw,  operator  of  the  Brokaw 
Theatre  at  Angola,  Ind.,  has  completed 
installation  of  a new  air  conditioning  sys- 
tem. 

D.  G.  Steinkamp,  son-in-law  of  T.  N. 
Luckett,  operator  of  the  Dream  Theatre  in 
French  Lick;  Austin  Theati’e  in  Austin; 
Indiana  Theatre  at  Scottsburg;  and  the 
Strand  at  Paoli,  has  taken  over  the  Eng- 
lish Theatre  at  English,  Ind.,  from  Ham- 
mond Bros.  Steinkamp  has  been  manag- 
ing the  Strand  Theatre  at  Paoli.  The 
theatre  has  been  reseated  and  renovated. 

Johnnie  Davis,  native  Hoosier  orchestra 
leader  and  star  of  several  motion  pictures, 
found  a laudatory  letter  from  Gov.  M. 
Clifford  Toionsend  among  the  greetings 
which  awaited  him  before  his  first  ap- 
pearance on  the  Lyric  stage,  Indiaiiapolis . 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Brazil,  is  married 
to  the  daughter  of  Ross  Garver,  well- 
k7iou>n  exhibitor  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  For 
several  years  before  going  to  Hollywood, 
Davis  was  a member  of  Fred  Waring’s 
orchestra. 

Five  former  Indianapolis  News  carriers, 
now  successful  business  men,  were  hosts 
to  14  News  carriers  at  a theatre  party  at 
Loew’s  Theatre  where  the  group  shw 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.” 

The  Oriental  has  added  the  winners  of 
the  William  H.  Block  Co.  Scholarship  hour 
radio  program,  a trio  of  vocalists,  to  their 
World  Fair  Talent  Revue.  The  revues  are 
also  appearing  at  the  St.  Clair,  Uptown 
and  Ritz  theatres. 

N.  C.  Weinberg,  originator  of  the  Jitter- 
bug Contests  being  held  in  local  theatres, 
is  now  conducting  contests  in  other  cities. 
Winners  will  compete  from  time  to  time 
whenever  challenges  are  made.  Harry  Van 
Noy  of  the  Paramount  at  Anderson  not 
only  is  doing  good  business  with  his  Jit- 
terbugs, but  is  also  having  a barrel  of  fun. 


Rushes  Work  in  Carmi 

Carmi,  III. — Prank  Barnes  is  pushing 
construction  of  his  new  770-seat  theatre 
here.  The  equipment,  purchased  from  the 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis,  in- 
cludes projectors  and  sound,  carpets  and 
chairs. 


Louisville  Opening  Soon 

Louisville,  III.  — Work  on  the  new 
Louise  Theatre  is  progressing  rapidly  and 
the  house  is  expected  to  be  opened  within 
the  next  few  weeks. 


Chicago  White  Sox  Start 
Night  Games  in  August 

Chicago — That  “bugaboo”  Chicago  ex- 
hibitors have  been  fearing  would  encroach 
upon  the  Windy  City — night  baseball — 
will  become  a reality  in  August. 

J.  Louis  Comiskey,  president  of  the  Chi- 
cago American  League  baseball  team,  the 
White  Sox,  has  annoimced  plans  for  offer- 
ing Chicagoans  their  first  night  baseball 
next  month.  Work  has  started  on  con- 
struction of  lighting  equipment  at  a cost 
of  approximately  $100,000. 

With  the  coming  of  night  baseball — the 
Cubs  are  expected  to  announce  it  for  next 
season — exhibitors  will  find  another  sum- 
mer deterrent  facing  them.  In  Cincinnati, 
Brooklyn  and  Philadelphia,  where  night 
baseball  is  played,  huge  crowds  have  at- 
tended thus  far  this  season. 

Besides  night  major  league  baseball, 
there  are  already  night  semi-pro  and  ama- 
teur softball  games  being  played  all  over 
Chicago.  From  2.500  to  5,000  persons  gath- 
er in  these  softball  parks  four  and  five 
nights  a week  to  watch  neighborhood 
teams  play.  And  there  are  scores  of  these 
teams  in  Chicago.  In  addition,  there  are 
innumerable  twilight  league  softball  games 
played  weekly. 

Twilight  horse  racing  appears  to  be 
headed,  too,  for  Chicago,  as  another  de- 
terrent to  theatre  business. 

Word  is  that  Washington  Park,  which 
opens  here  July  31,  will  probably  offer  the 
new  innovation  of  twilight  racing  to  turf 
fans  here.  Additionally,  the  track  will  of- 
fer its  patrons  handicapping  contest  again 
this  year. 


Filmrow  Clubs'  Contest 
Draws  Big  Audience 

Chicago — Over  200  attended  the  “true- 
and-false”  contest  between  the  picked 
teams  of  the  Bookers’  Club  and  Women’s 
Filmrow  Club  at  the  Congress  Hotel.  Dick 
Sachsel  officiated  as  the  conductor  of  the 
contest. 

Feature  of  the  evening  was  the  appear- 
ance of  Lew  Valentine,  the  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  of 
the  Milky  Way  network  radio  show,  which 
emanates  every  Monday  night  from  the 
Chicago  Theatre.  He  gave  as  prizes  Milky 
Way  candy  bars. 


J^RS.  DOMINIC  FRISINA,  wife  of  the 
head  of  the  Frisina  organization,  and 
daughter.  Rose  Marie,  are  spending  two  or 
three  weeks  on  the  west  coast. 

The  congenial  booking  manager  of  Metro 
at  St.  Louis,  Jack  Quinn,  paid  a social  call 
to  the  Frisina  offices  . . . B.  B.  Rheingold, 
St.  Louis,  booking  manager  for  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, spent  the  weekend  in  Spring- 
field  and  completed  39  or  40  contracts  with 
the  Frisina  chain. 

Max  Tschauder,  manager  of  the  Frisina- 
Roxy  Theatre  here,  had  quite  a tieup  with 
local  station  WCBS  and  put  on  a highly 
successful  laugh  contest  as  a build-up  for 
the  “Kid  From  Kokomo.” 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  vdll  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  hove  been  filed  for  refer* 
ence  with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Iniorination  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


MT517  Air  filters 

ADVERTISING  MTSIS  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 

MT519  Cooling  coils 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT635  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT640  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT553  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT5G0  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT563  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT685  Fire  extinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MTG43  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT()53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  sy^ems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISNT  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  “REMARKS" 

The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  7-1-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MTG06  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MTGIO  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film,  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Northwest  Allied's 
Status  a Dilemma 

Minneapolis — Status  of  Northwest  Al- 
lied States  and  its  annual  convention 
scheduled  for  July  11  are  more  imcertain 
than  ever  as  a result  of  recent  develop- 
ments. 

Although  the  convention  date  is  a little 
more  than  a week  away,  no  notices  of  it 
have  gone  out,  apparently  no  efforts  have 
been  made  to  enlist  the  attendance  of  in- 
dependents throughout  the  territory  and 
nobody  seemingly  is  going  ahead  with  ar- 
rangements. 

Moreover,  Northwest  Allied  is  without 
any  president  now.  W.  A.  Steffes  says 
that  his  term  expired  and  he  no  longer 
considers  himself  as  the  head.  Conse- 
quently, he  hasn’t  been  taking  the  initi- 
ative in  the  matter  of  convention  prepare, 
tions,  etc. 

There  has  been  some  doubt  this  week 
whether  there’d  be  any  convention  and 
whether  the  organization  would  continue 
in  existence.  However,  some  of  the  more 
important  Twin  City  members  assert  ab- 
solutely there’ll  be  a convention  and  the 
body  will  not  be  permitted  to  die. 

These  owners  of  circuits  and  larger  the- 
atres declare  it  is  absolutely  essential  that 
the  territory’s  independents  have  an  or- 
ganization. Some  of  them  are  hopeful  that 
Steffes  can  be  induced  to  reconsider  his 
determination  to  refuse  re-election.  Others 
believe  that  some  other  capable,  aggressive 
leader  can  be  found. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Sol  Lebedoff,  local 
independent  who  is  opposing  Steffes  and 
has  been  threatening  to  form  another  or- 
ganization, has  been  remaining  silent.  It 
is  understood  he’s  awaiting  the  outcome 
of  the  July  11  convention  before  formu- 
lating any  definite  plans. 


Product-Buying  Stepped 
Up  in  Minny  Territory 

Minneapolis — Since  the  failure  of  Allied 
States  to  carry  out  its  pre-national  con- 
vention promises  to  take  steps  to  or  initiate 
a fight  to  get  film  prices  lowered,  buying 
of  new-season  product  in  the  territory  has 
stepped  up,  according  to  branch  managers. 

Some  of  the  exhibitors  had  been  holding 
off  buying  in  the  belief  that  wheels  would 
be  set  in  motion  to  obtain  a reduction  of 
picture  costs.  But  the  subject  wasn’t  even 
mentioned  at  the  convention,  although 
theatre  owners  assert  it’s  their  most  vital 
problem. 

Now  the  trade  generally  is  reconciled  to 
the  oft-stated  view  that  film  buying  is  each 
exhibitor’s  individual  battle,  is  a matter 
for  negotiation  and  each  situation  calls  for 
different  treatment,  according  to  exchange 
heads. 

Practically  all  of  the  exchanges  claim 
that  their  business  is  ahead  of  the  cor- 
responding period  a year  ago.  Despite  cur- 
rent tough  business  conditions,  there  is 
considerable  optimism  among  the  trade 
because  of  favorable  crop  conditions,  it’s 
asserted. 


Code  Discussional  Meeting  Is 
Called  for  Omaha  Territory 


And  Robert  Taylor  s 
Hometown,  Too! 

Beatrice,  Neb. — Though  a town  of 
10,000,  this  is  still  a shut-Sunday  spot. 
One  theatre  gives  books  away  as  a 
ticket  incentive,  another  bills  Caliente 
Ware  above  two  features,  and  the 
third  sells  two  tickets  for  15  cents.  It's 
Robert  Taylor's  hometown,  too! 


Beatrice,  Neb.,  Prepares 
Sixth  Sunday  Show  Try 

Lincoln — The  last  town  of  size,  Beatrice, 
Neb.  (Pop.  10,000),  denying  seven-day  the- 
atre operation  with  blue  laws,  will  make 
its  sixth  attempt  in  ten  years  to  gain  open 
Sundays  at  the  general  election  this  fall. 

The  last  vote,  a special  election,  saw 
the  proposal  to  allow  Sunday  amusements 
defeated  by  a 13  vote  margin. 

Drive  has  been  initiated  and  carried  on 
by  the  Foxwesco  interests,  who  lately  have 
caught  the  eye  of  Beatrice  business  men 
who  have  become  aware  that  a great  deal 
of  weekend  trade  slips  away  from  the  town 
— other  than  from  the  theatres. 

Pins  for  the  drive  are  being  set  up  by 
Charles  Morehead,  the  Fox  city  manager  in 
Beatrice,  and  will  be  carried  on  by  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  town  after  July  15. 


Goldhammer's  Promotion 
Ups  Others  at  RKO 

Minneapolis — With  the  promotion  of 
L.  E.  Goldhammer  from  local  RKO  branch 
manager  to  district  manager,  sharing 
Walter  Branson’s  district.  Fay  Dressell, 
formerly  city  salesman  here,  has  been  in- 
stalled as  branch  manager,  being  trans- 
ferred from  Omaha  where  he  occupied  a 
similar  RKO  post. 

Russell  Egner,  RKO  city  salesman  here, 
has  been  advanced  to  Omaha  branch  man- 
ager to  succeed  Dressell.  Joseph  Loeffler 
comes  from  Chicago  to  replace  Egner. 
Goldhammer  will  continue  to  make  his 
headquarters  here. 


Tornado  Site  Competes 

Minneapolis — Twin  City  theatres  found 
the  tornado  area  of  Anoka,  Minn.,  local 
suburb,  tough  opposition  last  Sunday.  For 
the  first  time  since  the  disastrous  storm 
of  a week  ago,  when  nine  people  were 
killed,  visitors  were  permitted.  Newspa- 
pers estimated  that  20,000  automobiles  and 
100,000  people  were  attracted. 


Carr  Promoted 

Minneapolis — A.  Selby  Carr  has  been 
promoted  from  ad  sales  manager  to  office 
manager  at  Paramount.  No  appointment 
of  ad  sales  manager  has  been  made  yet. 


Omaha — A meeting  of  all  independent 
exhibitors  in  the  Omaha  distribution  area 
to  discuss  the  proposed  trade  practice  code 
has  been  called  for  July  11  and  12  at  the 
Hotel  Loyal  in  Omaha. 

Charles  E.  Williams,  president  of  the 
MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  Western  Iowa,  an- 
nounced the  meeting  but  emphasized  it 
would  be  a gathering  of  all  independents 
rather  than  a meeting  of  the  MPTO  mem- 
bership. Williams  probably  will  preside  at 
the  affair,  at  least  long  enough  to  get  it 
under  way. 

Three  pertinent  questions  headed  the 
notice  sent  to  all  independents  in  the  Oma- 
ha trade  territory: 

“Do  you  want  arbitration?  Do  you  want 
a greater  elimination  feature  in  your  pic- 
ture contracts?  Do  you  want  to  be  relieved 
from  being  compelled  to  buy  shorts,  news- 
reels, etc.?’’  The  announcement  then  goes 
on  to  point  out  that  practically  all  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  in  the  nation  are  hold- 
ing meetings  to  discuss  the  proposed  code. 

“Every  independent  in  this  territory 
should  attend  this  meeting  and  feel  en- 
titled to  express  his  own  opinion  on  the 
code,”  declared  Williams  in  an  interview 
by  Boxoffice.  “This  is  certainly  an  im- 
portant question  affecting  the  future  of 
the  industry,  especially  for  the  small  ex- 
hibitor.” 

An  "Individual''  Propoeition 

Williams  said  he  believes  the  trade  prac- 
tice code  is  an  “individual  proposition,” 
regardless  of  any  action  already  taken  or 
yet  to  be  taken  by  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions. Williams  declared  he  thought  “it 
is  up  to  each  exhibitor  to  sign  or  reject  this 
code,  depending  on  his  personal  opinion.” 

“While  we  have  no  controversy  with  Al- 
lied, I think  you’ll  find  that  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Allied  group  will  sign  the  code 
because  they  believe  it  is  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  independent  exhibitor,”  he 
asserted.  “And  the  individual  exhibitor 
will  accept  or  reject  as  he  sees  fit,  regard- 
less of  what  the  Allied  board  says.” 

Features  of  the  code  will  be  explained 
and  then  discussed  at  the  meeting.  Wil- 
liams said  he  believed  the  group  would 
take  definite  action  on  the  code  at  that 
time.  Personally,  he  feels  that  it  should 
be  accepted. 

“This  trade  practice  code  may  not  be 
exactly  what  the  small  independent  wants, 
but  to  my  mind  it  is  certainly  a step  in  the 
right  direction,”  he  told  Boxoffice.  “An 
arbitration  board  is  something  I’ve  worked 
and  fought  for  for  years.  Any  kind  of  an 
arbitration  or  conciliation  board  is  better 
than  none  at  all.” 

“After  an  arbitration  board  has  started 
functioning,  there  will  be  lots  of  cases 
that  will  be  settled  between  the  exhibitor 
and  distributor,  because  each  will  know 
and  understand  his  position.” 

Williams  said  a buying  pool  proposal 
might  be  discussed  at  the  two-day  meeting. 


Wanger  Assigns  White 

Hollywood — Walter  Wanger  has  signed 
Robertson  White  to  script  “World  Cruise.” 
Tay  Garnett  directs. 
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BOB  HOPE,  Paramount  star,  who  ap- 
peared in  person  at  the  Orpheum  here 
the  past  week,  won  innumerable  friends 
both  in  and  out  of  the  theatre  by  his  gra- 
ciousness. His  sensational  rise  to  screen  and 
radio  popularity  apparently  hasn’t  turned 
his  head  in  the  slightest  and  he  impressed 
everybody  with  whom  he  came  into  contact 
as  “one  swell  guy.”  Incidentally,  the  Mort 
H.  Singer  house  did  a terrific  business  with 
him,  despite  generally  depressed  conditions 
and  extreme  heat,  making  Manager  Bill 
Sears  mighty  happy. 

W.  A.  Steffes  missed  his  first  heavy- 
weight pugilistic  championship  bout  in 
years  this  week — the  Louis -Gale?ito  fray. 
The  fight  just  didn’t  appeal  to  Al  and  he 
says  he  wouldn’t  have  gone  to  see  it  even 
though  he  had  been  in  New  York.  In  fact, 
business  may  take  him  to  the  big  town 
within  the  next  few  days — he  even  may  be 
there  by  the  time  this  appears  in  print — 
but  the  battle  couldn’t  arouse  enough  in- 
terest in  Al  to  get  him  to  depart  the  neces- 
sary few  days  ahead  of  time.  None  of 
the  local  film  contingent  took  in  the  scrap 
— which  is  quite  unusual. 

Stepin  Fetchit  of  the  films  is  working  out 
of  Minneapolis,  playing  personal  appear- 
ance engagements  in  the  territory’s  smaller 
towns.  Whenever  possible,  he  returns 
every  night  to  Minneapolis,  frequently 
driving  a distance  of  200  miles  after  his 
last  show  . . . Out-of-town  exhibitors  vis- 
iting Filmrow  included  Ben  Ashe,  Fergus 
Falls,  Minn.;  E.  A.  Malone,  Hammond, 
Wis.;  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn., 
and  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis. 

Eddie  Stoller,  United  Artists  office  man- 
ager, vacationing  in  northern  Minnesota 
. . . J . W . MacFarland.  National  Screen 
branch  manager,  spending  his  vacation  in 
two  places — at  his  office  desk  and  at  Min- 
nesota lakes — dividing  his  time  between 
them.  He’s  one  of  Filmrow’ s champion 
fishermen  and  again  this  season  proving 
his  right  to  that  title  . . . Harry  Sherman 

Product  Inadequacy 
New  Minnesota  Bar 

Minneapolis — Planned  reopening  of  the 
4,200-3eat  Minnesota  Theatre  in  the  fall 
by  the  building’s  owners  with  Gordon 
Greene  as  manager  is  reported  to  have 
encountered  further  obstacles. 

Greene  is  said  to  have  been  unable  as 
yet  to  line  up  sufficient  film  product  to 
warrant  the  theatre’s  reopening.  Furth- 
ermore, enough  pictures  aren’t  likely  to  be 
in  sight,  according  to  the  trade. 

Local  independent  exchanges  have  only 
a comparatively  small  number  of  un- 
played pictures  on  hand — far  from  enough 
to  keep  the  Minnesota  going  any  length 
of  time.  Other  product  is  unavailable  and 
will  remain  so. 

However,  Greene  continues  to  insist  that, 
regardless  of  present  difficulties,  the  the- 
atre will  reopen.  The  reopening  now  is 
set  for  September  and  the  expected  pol- 
icy will  be  stage  shows  and  pictures. 


in  town  again  to  handle  the  Louis-Ga- 
lento  fight  films  . . . Ruben  Aved,  United 
Artists  shipping  clerk,  to  Hackensack, 
Minn.,  to  hibernate  for  a fortnight  . . . 
Nat  Kalsheim  of  the  William  Morris  book- 
ing office.  New  York,  here  to  catch  the 
Bob  Hope  show. 

Cerna  Martin  of  the  Columbia  office 
staff  still  raving  about  that  visit  to  Win- 
nipeg when  she  saw  the  British  king  and 
queen  . . . Newspaper  teaser  ads — large  dis- 
play ones — for  “Mr.  Chips”  are  running 
five  weeks  in  advance  of  the  film’s  en- 
gagement at  the  State  here  and  Paramount, 
St.  Paul,  July  7.  Theatres  also  are  run- 
ning its  trailers.  Smash  business  is  an- 
ticipated for  this  one  . . . “Hy”  Chap- 
man, Columbia  branch  manager,  visiting 
northern  Minnesota  accounts. 

Banners  adorning  the  tvalls  greet  visitors 
to  Warner  Bros,  proclaiming  that  August 
is  “Bookers’  Month”  . . . Joe  Fieldman, 
Universal  southern  Minnesota  salesman, 
has  resigned.  Sylvan  Leff,  who  has  been 
covering  South  Dakota,  takes  over  Field- 
man’s  territory.  Leff’s  successor  hasn’t 
been  appointed  yet  by  Harold  B.  Johnson, 
exchange  manager. 

Roy  Schlentz,  Gopher  Theatre  manager, 
visiting  his  mother  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 
. . . Rudy  Vallee  penciled  into  the  Or- 
pheum here  the  week  of  August  4.  Paul 
Whiteman  and  his  38-piece  orchestra 
comes  into  the  same  showhouse  the  week 
of  August  21  . . . Most  of  the  conversa- 
tion of  Joe  Podoloff,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager, these  days  concerns  the  forthcom- 
ing “Second  Piddle.”  The  first  evening 
radio  program  of  the  Magic  Key  this  week 
— a full  hour — was  entirely  devoted  to  it, 
with  South  America,  London,  New  York, 
Hollywood  and  Oslo,  Norway  (where  Sonja 
Henie  is  vacationing),  being  heard  from. 

Paul  Lundquist,  head  20th-Fox  booker, 
spending  his  time  tearing  up  golf  courses 
these  days — he’s  on  vacation.  Paul  is  get- 
ting in  trim  for  the  Twin  City  Variety 
club  golf  tournament  next  month  . . 

The  many  friends  of  the  likeable  Fred 
Finnegan,  formerly  head  booker  and  office 
manager  at  Universal,  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  he’s  fully  recovered  from  his  long  ill- 
ness and  is  very  much  up  and  about  again 
. . . H.  C.  Wilson,  20th-Fox  home-office 
traveling  auditor,  a visitor  . . . Florence 
Stoller,  20th-Fox  contract  clerk,  became 
a missus  this  week.  After  her  honeymoon 
she’ll  return  to  the  job. 

This  is  vacation  time  at  20th-Fox  and 
no  kidding.  Among  those  who  are  taking 
fortnight  rests  are  Bill  Clayson,  ad  sales 
manager,  who’s  in  Chicago,  and  Emily 
Murphy  and  Josephine  Menke  who  have 
gone  to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair — and 
who  maybe  won’t  rest  so  much  . . . Wives 
of  two  Twin  City  Variety  club  members, 
Ben  Friedman  and  Sam  Maslon,  partici- 
pated in  Trans-Mississippi  golf  tournament 
which  drew  best  talent  from  entire  mid- 
west . . . Waitress  at  Red  Feather  night 
club  here  is  dead  ringer  for  Alice  Faye 
. . . Fawcett’s  famous  Breezy  P®int  resort, 
rendezvous  for  many  film  people,  open  for 
season  and  will  continue  through  Labor 
Day  . . . Bill  Grant,  Warner’s  city  sales- 
man, recovering  from  a major  operation. 


Variety  Clubs  Honor 
Father  Flanagan 

Omaha — Variety  Clubs  of  America  hon- 
ored Msgr.  Edward  J.  Flanagan  of  Boys 
Town,  Neb.,  here  by  presenting  to  him  the 
club’s  1938  humanitarian  award.  The  film 
industry  was  well  represented  at  the  affair, 
attended  by  more  than  300  persons. 

John  H.  Harris  of  Pittsburgh,  national 
chief  barker,  made  the  presentation.  The 
organization  also  presented  an  honorary 
membership  to  Father  Flanagan. 

John  B.  Kennedy,  newsreel  and  radio 
commentator,  was  principal  speaker  at  the 
event.  Edward  Shafton,  Omaha  Tent  sec- 
retary, presided  as  toastmaster. 

Boys  Town,  located  11  miles  west  of 
Omaha,  was  the  subject  of  a picture  film- 
ed last  year  by  Metro.  Father  Flanagan 
founded  and  operates  the  boys’  home, 
which  functions  as  a model  city  with  its 
own  mayor,  council,  police  force  and  post- 
office. 

Radio  station  WOW,  Omaha,  was  the 
outlet  for  a national  chain  broadcasting 
the  activities.  Omaha  business  leaders  and 
civic  bigwigs  attended  the  dinner  and 
presentation. 

Representatives  of  the  industry  included : 
Robert  J.  O’Donnell,  Dallas,  Variety  Club 
national  chairman:  Duke  Clark,  Cleve- 
land, first  assistant  chief  barker;  Jake 
Lutzer,  Dallas,  Interstate  Theatres;  A.  H. 
Blank,  Des  Moines,  president  of  Tri-States 
Theatres. 

Harris  P.  Wolfberg,  Metro  division  chief, 
headed  a delegation  from  Kansas  City: 
R.  R.  Biechele,  George  and  A.  F.  Baker, 
Reube  Finkelstein,  C.  E.  Esterley,  Jack 
Shriner,  Sam  Abend,  Frank  Hensler,  H. 
P.  Wolfberg,  Pete  Dana,  Homer  Blackwell, 
Jack  Gregory,  George  Harttmann,  Charles 
Gregory,  Doug  Desch,  and  Father  Brooks 
Hale,  chaplain  of  the  Kansas  City  Variety 
Club. 

Other  out-of-town  guests  included:  Joe 
Cooper,  Lincoln,  J.  H.  Cooper  Enterprises; 
Lou  Levy,  Des  Moines,  Grand  National 
exchange  boss;  Ben  Harding  and  Earl  Kerr, 
Council  Bluffs,  la.;  Bob  Huffman,  Lin- 
coln; M.  Biemond,  Ord,  Neb. 

Harry  J.  Shumow,  chief  barker  of  the 
Omaha  Tent  and  M-G-M  manager,  and 
Joe  Jacobs,  advertising  man,  headed  the 
committee  on  arrangements.  They  were 
assisted  by  Evert  R.  Cummings,  Tri-States 
district  chief;  Jack  Epstein,  Epstein  The- 
atres; Leon  Dizon,  Warner  salesman,  and 
John  J.  Gillin,  WOW  general  manager. 


Leeves  Reports  Sales 

Kansas  City  — The  Central  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.  has  sold  Western  Electric 
sound  equipment  to  the  Fox  Isis  here, 
which  will  open  early  this  fall;  to  the  Fox 
Lincoln,  Springfield,  111.,  and  to  the  Fox 
Liberty,  Sedalia,  Mo.,  according  to  E.  C. 
Leeves,  head  of  the  company. 


LiBeau  Home  From  L.  A. 

Kansas  City — R.  C.  LiBeau,  Paramount 
district  manager,  returned  home  Wednes- 
day evening  from  Los  Angeles,  where  he 
had  been  confined  in  a hospital  for  two 
weeks  with  a broken  arm. 
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^HE  Columbia  Fun  Club  staged  the  most 
successful  and  effervescent  picnic  in  its 
short  and  eventful  history  at  Wildwood 
last  Saturday  p.  m.  The  affair  was  char- 
acterized by  Louise  Williams,  president  of 
the  Fun  Club,  as  follows:  “We  did  every- 
thing there  was  to  do  on  a picnic  and 
three  other  things.”  The  event  was  in 
honor  of  Irving  Altshuler,  traveling  audi- 
tor, who  was  leaving  the  exchange  after 
several  weeks.  However,  after  the  picnic, 
Altshuler  wasn’t  able  to  leave  and  stayed 
over.  One  reason  was  that  Zack  Beiser 
induced  him  to  ride  to  the  picnic  on  a 
horse.  Mrs.  Bill  Bradfield  had  to  ride  the 
horse  back  to  its  stable.  So  they  dubbed 
Altshuler  “the  cowboy  from  Brooklyn.” 

Lee  Sproule,  after  a temporary  absence 
from  the  exhibition  scene  for  a few  weeks, 
has  taken  back  four  of  the  houses  he  for- 
merly operated:  the  Rex,  Newton;  Rialto, 
Marysville;  Lincoln,  Clay  Center,  and 
Ritz,  Winfield,  Kas. 

Harry  Wheeler  of  Paramount  likes  the 
big  outdoors  well  enough,  but  he’s  ready 
to  testify  that  sunlight  refracted  from 
water  is  plenty  hot.  He  was  in  the  Ozarks 
over  the  weekend,  fishing,  and  took  his 
shoes  off  for  greater  comfort.  Now  he  can 
hardly  get  his  shoes  on.  His  sunburned 
dogs  really  swelled. 

Box  Office  Builders  of  America  is  the 
title  of  the  company  with  which  Bert  Ed- 
wards is  associated,  and  which  last  week 
opened  offices  and  display  rooms  at  1820 
Wyandotte.  Fred  Martin  is  general  mana- 
ger for  the  U.  S.  The  company  sells  “divi- 
dend night,”  the  machines  for  which  are 
manufactured  in  Kansas  City. 

Where  were  all  those  girls  in  silk 
britches  going  Saturday  afternoon?  won- 
ders Jim  Foland  of  the  Independent  The- 
atre Supply. 

Visitors:  F.  L.  Lisbona,  Maitland,  Mo.; 
Warren  Webber,  Ellinwood,  Kas.;  Charles 
Fisk,  Butler,  Mo.;  T.  S.  Wilson,  Excelsior 
Springs,  Mo.;  Shields  Wilson,  Camdenton, 
Mo.;  George  Nescher,  Valley  Falls,  Kas.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Andrews,  Tuscumbia, 
Mo.;  J.  E.  Pennington,  Topeka,  Kas.;  E.  L. 
Llewelyn,  Rosendale,  Mo.;  Breezy  Hill,  Dex- 
ter, Mo.,  where  he  is  mayor;  M.  B.  Pressley, 
Savannah,  Mo.,  and  family. 

Merchants  of  Holt,  Mo.,  advertised  last 
Sunday  for  someone  to  operate  a theatre 
atre  operation  with  blue  laws,  will  make 

George  Hinton,  sales  manager  of  Para- 
mount, came  to  work  Monday  morning  in 
white  trousers,  white  shirt,  and  black  bow 
tie— -a  perfectly  respectable  outfit  of  cloth- 
ing. But  that  wag  from  Plattsburg , Tom 
Wilhoit,  immediately  posted  a sign  at  the 
foot  of  the  steps  in  the  exchange:  “George 
the  Barbuer.  Walk  Up  One  Flight  and 
Save  a Dime.”  On  Hinton’s  desk  was  the 
legend:  “Are  You  Hinton  For  a Shave?” 

Margie  Moore,  daughter  of  Morrill  Moore, 
manager  of  the  Warwick  and  Madrid,  now 
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is  working  at  Commonwealth  Amusement 
Corp.  for  O.  K.  Mason. 

W.  W.  Woody  Walker,  formerly  in  the 
advertising  department  at  Metro,  has 
moved  up  to  the  booking  division.  Harlan 
Everett  becomes  ad  sales  manager.  Whitey 
Cox,  a new  man,  is  the  new  third  shipper, 
vyhich  completes  the  circle. 

Cle  Bratton  of  Council  Grove,  Kas.,  came 
in  for  the  trap  shooting  tournament  the 
past  week — and  won  one  of  the  prizes. 

Loress  Morgan,  secretary  to  Jim  Long 
at  the  Fox  Plaza,  is  leaving  July  5 for  Cali- 
fornia, where,  at  Long  Beach,  she  will 
marry  Ivan  Baker. 

On  the  Row:  Bill  Wagner,  Beldorf,  In- 
dependence, Kas.;  Tom  Edwards,  Eldon, 
Mo.;  Roy  Dunnock,  Atchison,  Kas.;  E.  Van 
Hyning,  Parsons,  Kas.;  Sam  Sosna,  Mo- 
berly,  Mo.;  H.  Dula,  Holyrood,  Kas.;  H. 
L.  Hyde,  Geneseo,  Kas.;  Glen  Newbold, 
Yates  Center,  Kas.;  Frank  Anderson, 
Kirksville,  Mo. 

Tom  Wilhoit,  Lyric,  Plattsburg , Mo.,  re- 
cently tried  out  for  the  softball  team  spon- 
sored by  one  of  the  local  churches.  He 


met  all  the  player  qualifications,  but  it 
was  found  he  hadn’t  been  to  church  enough 
lately. 

Benny  Benjamin,  district  manager  of 
Republic,  was  a visitor  this  week  . . . Frank 
Anderson  of  Kirksville,  Mo.,  this  week  left 
for  a three-week  vacation,  destination  un- 
known— even  to  Frank. 

Jim  Weakley,  Republic-Midwest  booker, 
was  confined  to  his  home  a couple  of  days 
this  week  due  to  sunburn. 

Charlie  Palermo,  veteran  cashier  at  20th- 
Fox,  has  returned  from  a vacation.  Johnny 
Long,  assistant  ad  sales  manager  at  the 
same  company,  is  taking  the  marriage 
vows  this  weekend  with  Miss  Helen  Ste- 
phan. Employes  at  the  exchange  are  giv- 
ing Johnny  a big  blowout. 

A young  woman,  in  desperate  need  of  a 
job,  has  asked  this  publication  to  assist 
her  in  contacting  an  organization  want- 
ing an  efficient  secretary  or  stenographer. 
She  has  had  several  years  of  business  ex- 
perience and  has  good  references.  For 
further  details  address  Employment,  care 
of  Boxoffice,  4804  East  9th  St. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY  I 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  > 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone;  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel'.  HArrison  3345 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS  ~ 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St. — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas, 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 
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Presenl  Trailers  as 
Civic  Reform  Aid 

Kansas  City — At  a midweek  meeting  at 
Variety  Club,  the  motion  picture  industry 
of  Kansas  City  approved  a plan  to  aid  in 
the  movement  to  re-sell  Kansas  City  after 
the  political  upheaval  of  recent  months 
by  showing  a series  of  trailers. 

The  plan  was  first  outlined  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  motion  picture  committee  of  the 
Forward  Kansas  City  Movement,  of  which 
E.  C.  Rhoden  of  Pox  Midwest  Theatres, 
Inc.,  is  chairman.  It  provides  for  a series 
of  five  trailers,  of  which  ten  prints  each 
will  be  made  by  the  United  Film  Ad  Ser- 
vice at  cost.  There  were  no  objections 
to  the  showing  of  the  films  by  exhibitors. 
Theme  of  the  trailers  is  indicated  by  such 
phrases  as  “What  Helps  Kansas  City  Helps 
You,”  and  “Talk  Kansas  City  Up,  Not 
Down.” 

The  “Forward  Kansas  City”  name  isn’t 
mentioned  in  the  trailers,  and  there  is  no 
other  signature  to  identify  them  with  any 
particular  group  or  organization. 

Free  Trailer  Offer 

Several  independent  houses  were  not 
represented  at  the  meeting  and  Rhoden 
asked  distributors  to  take  ti>3  responsibil- 
ity of  getting  the  exhibitors  to  run  the 
trailers.  Those  attending  indicated  that 
they  would  run  them.  Rhoden  said  that 
they  particularly  want  the  large  down- 
town houses  represented  in  the  showing. 

United  Film  Ad  offered  to  make  the 
trailers  free,  but  the  committee  turned 
down  the  offer  as  an  imposition  on  the 
company,  so  United  will  make  them  at 
cost.  Fifty  trailers  of  the  type  that  will 
be  made  will  cost  around  $108. 

Frank  Hensler  of  Metro  suggested  that 
the  trailers  should  have  an  interesting 
background:  one,  for  instance,  might 
show  the  movement  of  wheat  into  Kan- 
ssas  City,  one  of  the  world’s  great  wheat 
marketing  centers.  His  idea  was  that  the 
trailers  should  be  interesting  as  possible 
in  view  of  double  bills  and  advertising  al- 
ready used  by  suburban  houses. 

W.  H.  Hendren  jr.,  president  of  United 
Film  Ad,  said  the  company  would  make 
any  sort  of  trailers  exhibitors  desired,  but 
that  tentatively  they  had  planned  to  use 
still  photographs  as  backgrounds:  one  of 
the  Municipal  Auditorium,  for  instance, 
for  the  trailer  on  Kansas  City  as  a con- 
vention city.  The  trailer  will  have  an 
animated  title  and  a musical  background. 
A photographic  background  of  the  city’s 
skyline  may  be  used  for  some  of  the  trail- 
ers. 

Select  Cole  for  Board 

J.  W.  Perry,  chairman  of  the  Forward 
Kansas  City  committee,  will  take  up  with 
Mayor  Bryce  B.  Smith  the  matter  of  hav- 
ing a member  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry on  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
Municipal  Auditorium.  However,  the  com- 
mittee felt  that  in  case  Perry  and  Mayor 
Smith  asked  for  a recommendation,  the 
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committee  should  have  a name  to  offer. 
The  committee  selected  Arthur  Cole  of 
Paramount,  and  the  meeting  okayed  the 
selection. 

The  motion  picture  industry,  which 
normally  has  a hard  time  getting  together 
on  a common  objective,  is  the  only  busi- 
ness in  Kansas  City  which  has  come  for- 
ward with  a definite  plan  of  constructive 
action  to  aid  in  the  Forward  Kansas  City 
movement,  according  to  Senn  Lawler  of 
Fox  Midwest,  who,  with  Jay  Means  of  the 
Oak  Park,  presented  the  industry’s  plan 
to  the  public  relations  committee  of  the 
Forward  group.  Other  businesses  and  in- 
dustries represented  there  agreed  that 
they  should  do  something  along  the  same 
lines;  that  laundries,  department  stores, 
etc.,  should  promote  the  same  theme  as 
in  the  film  trailers  by  package  inserts. 

Film  Delivery  will  handle  distribution 


Alter  50  Years — 

Charles  Prokop,  above,  has  sold  the 
Wahoo  Theatre  at  Wahoo,  Neb.,  to 
A.  R.  Miller  of  Audubon,  la.  After  50 
years  hi  various  branches  of  show  busi- 
ness, Prokop  retires.  He  entered  the 
motion  picture  phase  in  1909,  and  has 
operated  a theatre  in  Wahoo  since 
1913. 


Kiva  Opens  and  Liberty 
Shutters  at  Lincoln 

Lincoln  — Simultaneous  opening  and 
closing,  involving  two  Nebraska  Theatres, 
Inc.,  houses,  was  made  last  Thursday  here. 
Kiva,  a 440-seater  under  shutters  for  the 
past  eight  months,  was  opened  for  a sec- 
ond-run summer  policy,  priced  at  10-15- 
20  cents. 

With  start  of  business,  the  Liberty,  a 
1,000-seater  which  had  been  carrying  that 
policy,  was  darkened  for  the  summer. 
Switch  was  made  to  reduce  seating,  and 
because  the  Kiva  is  equipped  with  a better 
air-conditioning  unit. 


Free  Vaude  at  Auto  Agency 

Minneapolis — Local  auto  agency  is  put- 
ting on  free  vaudeville  show  in  its  sales- 
rooms as  a used  car  sales  booster.  Large 
crowds  are  being  attracted. 


Wanted — A Solution 
For  Bug  Problem 

Lincoln — Nebraska  exhibitors  have 
joined  the  farmers  in  wailing  about 
the  ravages  of  grasshoppers  and  cric- 
kets. Recent  plague  of  crickets  has 
caused  an  exhibitor  trouble  which 
doesn't  seem  to  have  any  sure-fire  so- 
lution. Bugs  get  into  the  theatres,  find 
themselves  a place  in  the  upholster- 
ing or  behind  the  drapes,  and  then 
croak  so  loudly  it  interferes  with  the 
sound. 


of  the  trailer  prints. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Ben  Achtenberg  of 
the  Regal,  the  motion  picture  committee 
headed  by  Rhoden  will  meet  shortly  to 
work  out  the  details  of  forming  a perm- 
anent motion  picture  committee  to  deal 
with  problems  affecting  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  industry.  The  committee  will 
not  be  one  to  “correct  the  evils  of  the 
business,”  but  will  be  ready  to  act  in  such 
matters  as  the  Municipal  Auditorium 
problem.  The  auditorium  matter,  Ach- 
tenberg pointed  out,  should  have  been 
taken  up  a year  ago.  The  motion  picture 
committee  will  work  out  by-laws  for  the 
committee,  and  other  details,  and  will  re- 
port back  to  the  industry  at  another  meet- 
ing soon. 


To  New  Quarters — 

Celebrating  his  15th  year  in  the  air 
conditioning  business,  G.  A.  Peterson 
(in  picture  above  at  the  service  en- 
trance of  his  new  office  and  store- 
room), head  of  Peterson  “Freezem” 
Mfg.  & Sales  Co.,  is  established  in  new 
quarters  at  316  Southwest  Blvd.,  in 
Kansas  City. 


Making  Tips  Pay 

Minneapolis — Taking  a page  from  the 
theatres  and  niteries,  even  the  bootblacks 
here  are  going  in  for  cash  giveaways.  One 
colored  shoeshiner  with  a stand  next  to 
the  Orpheum  Theatre  has  a $10  jackpot 
“for  any  person  who  tips  the  amount  of 
the  winning  number”  concealed  under  a 
card  in  front  of  the  establishment.  Num- 
bers run  from  1 to  100,  representing 
amounts  from  Ic  to  $1.00  that  you  must 
pay  if  you  guess  wrong.  Number  is  changed 
after  each  guess. 
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WAUKEGAN,  OH  WAUKEGAN,  on  the 

^ shores  of  Lake  Misheegan  (apologies 
to  Mary  Livingston)  : Waukeganites  are 
probably  just  waking  up  to  what  happened 
there  June  25-6.  We  asked  a khaki-clad 
state  patrolman  stationed  outside  the 
roped-in  section  in  front  of  the  Genesee 
Theatre  when  things  were  scheduled  to 
happen  around  there  and  he  said,  “I  dunno. 
What’s  goin’  on  around  here  today  any- 
how?” (No,  he  wasn’t  kidding!) 

The  filling  station  attendant  at  Madi- 
son and  Sheridan  says  that  Waukegan 
wants  to  trade  Jack  Benny  in  on  one 
Rochester  and  one  Andy  Devine,  because 
Benny  kept  himself  surrounded  by  big 
shots,  while  the  latter  two  fraternized 
with  the  common  folks  o-n  the  street.  But 
Benny  looked  regular  enough  when  he 
wandered  around  the  theatre  before  the 
premiere  greeting  old  friends  and  emplant- 
ing  a showmanlike  kiss  now  and  then. 
Mary  Livingston  reminded  us  of  Tri-States’ 
Dorothy  Day,  and  blond  Phil  Harris  re- 
sembled Central  States’  gorgeous  Don  West. 

Our  duo  seemed  to  be  the  only  DM  rep- 
resentatives at  the  “Man  About  Town” 
premiere,  but  we  did  see  Omaha’s  inevitable 
Keith  Wilson.  He  says,  “Why  so  serious, 
Rene,  are  you  sober?”  As  if  we’re  one  of 
those  poor  dubs  who  can’t  sparkle  without 
a drink.  Time  prevented  the  genial  Omaha 
critic  from  paying  up  those  two  he  owes 
us,  but  we’ll  get  him  in  DM  at  “Career.” 
And  drinks  cost  more  in  Iowa,  Wilson! 

Strangest  thing  that  with  a wow  of  a 
broadcast  like  Jack  Benny’s  and  a truly 
hilarious  picture  like  “Man  About  Town,” 
the  Waukegan  affair  was  a bit  flat.  No 
spontaneity  on  the  part  of  the  natives. 
They  didn’t  even  sell  souvenirs  and  the 
windows  were  almost  void  of  decorations. 
Typical  Waukegan — Clayton  says  to  wait- 
ress in  Hotel  Waukegan  dining  room:  “I’d 
like  a pack  of  cigarettes,  please.”  Says 
the  waitress:  “Well,  the  counter’s  right 
out  there  in  the  lobby!” 

Unpaid  lost  and  found  ad:  Mitzi  Lee 
left  her  jumping  rope  somewhere  on  Film- 
row.  No  reward  offered,  but  who’s  got  it? 
We  suggest  that  Lou  Levy  look  under  his 
desk  . . . Leonard  Gallagher  is  new  at 
Inland  . . . Mable  Baldwin  went  to  Wash- 
ington to  wish  her  folks  Godspeed  on  their 
trip  to  California  . . . We  haven’t  had 
time  to  stop  and  see  Hal,  Mike  and  Hacker 
at  Film  Transportation  for  a long  time,  but 
trust  they’re  managing  somehow  anyway 
. . . If  Art  Anderson  doesn’t  see  that  we 
get  something  about  him  that  we  can  use, 
we’ll  be  forced  to  print  that  inside  dope 
Don  West  gave  us  over  Art’s  telephone  . . . 
Mel  Evidon  still  does  an  A-1  job  of  be- 
having himself  and  thereby  staying  out  of 
our  column. 

Art  Catlin,  here  ahead  of  Sam  Goldwyn’s 
picture  “They  Shall  Have  Music,”  is  a press 
agent  de  luxe,  we  hear.  He  drinks  milk 
himself  (but  has  the  good  judgment  to 
pass  out  Haig  and  Haig),  and  puts  his 
napkin  on  the  table  between  him  and  his 
mate,  not  on  his  lap  or  under  his  chin  as 
we  do.  He’s  going  from  here  to  Minne- 
apolis, to  Milwaukee  and  then  hack  to 
Chicago  where  he  headquarters. 


Current  gossip  has  it  that  Les  Knapp 
is  somehow-or-other  about  the  Monogram 
C.  C.  He’s  had  a stop  sign  on  two  Sat- 
urdays straight,  but  we’ve  heard,  Les,  that 
the  third  time’s  charming!  . . . Drake 
University  gave  “Wuthering  Heights”  over 
the  air  the  same  week  it  opened  here  . . . 
Cleo  Current  is  vacationing  at  Marathon 
where  she  says  the  chief  distraction  is 
climbing  trees  . . . Sounds  like  monkey 
business  to  us. 

Charles  Levy  and  Lewis  Alleman,  the 
RKO  representatives  here  from  New  York 
for  “Career,”  certainly  are  direct  oppo- 
sites— and  probably  a good  combination 
for  that  very  reason  . . . Backstage  shots: 
Alleman  sitting  on  a towel-covered  bench 
hammering  out  the  words  of  the  latest 
hit  tune  and  humming  the  melody  as  he 
worked  . . . Levy  donning  glasses,  doing 
anything  but  dwarfing  the  “Snow  White” 
grosses,  and  drinking  ICE  WATER! 

Looks  like  Paramount  Copeland  versus 
RKO  Levy  July  2 when  Dorothy  Howe, 
one  of  the  eight  remaining  “Gateway  to 
Hollywood”  contestants,  does  her  stuff  be- 
fore the  mike  here.  She  has  already  ap- 


Des  Moines — With  all  the  headaches, 
the  business  of  arranging  the  “Career” 
premiere  peddled  its  share  of  laughs  to 
the  Tri-States  Theatres,  The  Register  & 
Tribune,  the  RKO  Exchange  and  the  Fort 
Des  Moines  Hotel.  F’rinstance: 

There’s  the  story  about  G.  Ralph  Bran- 
ton  raising  Cain  because  he  couldn’t  re- 
serve two  rooms  at  the  Hotel  Fort  Des 
Moines  for  July  1 and  2 because  all  were 
taken. 

And  why  were  all  rooms  taken?  Because 
G.  Ralph  Branton  had  reserved  all  of  ’em 
the  day  before. 

But  don’t  think  you  wouldn’t  have  for- 
gotten a lot  more  serious  things  than  that 
in  the  same  spot. 

* * * 

Raymond  Hatton  wrote  a by-line  story 
for  the  Register  about  his  days  in  Des 
Moines.  He  said  he  used  to  live  at  713 
Seventh  St.  The  woman  who  lives  there 
now  read  the  story  and  started  calling 
plenty  of  places  to  find  when  Hatton 
might  visit  his  old  home. 

Then  it  turned  out  that  Hatton’s  old 
address  was  1730  Seventh. 

And  he  decided  not  to  come  to  the  pre- 
miere, anyway. 

* * * 

Not  to  be  forgotten,  is  the  “wire”  Ken 
Clayton  received  from  R&T  newsroom  joke- 
sters  after  Edward  Everett  Horton,  Claire 
Trevor  and  Hatton  dropped  out  of  the 
publicized  list  of  stars  expected. 

Said  the  “wire”: 

“John  Archer  and  Alice  Eden  refuse  to 
appear  alone  so  they  will  not  be  there. 
Am  sending  Raymond  Hatton’s  stand-in. 

“McCormic-RKO” 

* ♦ 

There’s  only  a narrow  barrier  between 
humor  and  tragedy — and  Charles  Levy’s 
sunburn  was  solely  a matter  of  how  you 
looked  at  it. 


peared  in  Paramount’s  “Big  Broadcast  of 
1938”  . . . We  aim  to  keep  those  on  the 
Row  in  on  the  know,  so  listen:  Watch  that 
red-head  repartee  in  Ashby’s  column  . . . 
It’s  going  to  lead  up  to  something  of 
paramount  interest  . . . and  we  do  mean 
Paramount! 

Since  a couple  of  weeks  have  passed, 
Paul  Walsh  thinks  we’ve  forgotten  to  men- 
tion we  saw  him  watching  a leg  show  with 
intense  interest  at  the  carnival  one  eve- 
ning . . . We  just  wanted  to  allay  your 
fears  for  a while,  Paul,  and  then  pour 
it  on.  We  happened  to  stop  at  the  air- 
port to  watch  a game  of  softball,  and 
whadda  you  think?  Iowa  Film’s  own  little 
team  was  piddling  around  on  the  diamond! 
First  we  spied  Chet  Naylor’s  turly  ittle 
head  out  in  left  field,  and  then  we  see 
Chuck  Plows  doing  a wow  of  a job  at 
first  . . . they  even  had  a southpaw  pitcher 
with  a nice  delivery  ...  We  didn’t  see 
the  whole  game,  but  we  don’t  think  they 
won  it. 

We  stop  in  at  Service  Theatre  and  help 
John  Sherman  watch  Roy  Chansky  paint 
a small  blower. 


Printers  must  get  the  blame  for  saying 
Alice  Eden  was  “feathered”  in  “Career,” 
but  we’ll  bet  Clayton’s  face  is  red  about 
Patricia  Ellis  appearing  “currently  at  the 
Orpheum”  when  the  film  closed  the  night 
before. 

* * * 

Tri-State  posters  got  Claire  Trevor’s 
name  before  the  public  ahead  of  the  R&T, 
but  the  R&T  had  her  canceled  while  'Tri- 
States  trailers  still  had  her  coming. 

* * * 

Michael  IV,  who  is  a monkey,  should 
figure  in  this,  but  how  can  it  be  done 
without  mentioning  another  monkey’s 
name  too  often?  There  are  two  persons 
involved,  so  each  can  assume  we  mean 
the  other. 

* * * 

And  we  mustn’t  forget  the  telephone  call 
to  the  R&T  suggesting  the  seven  dwarfs 
pinch-hitting  for  the  stars  . . . nor  Louis 
Alleman’s  filing  system  . . . nor  Dorothy 
Day’s  heated  telephone  conversation  while 
we  sat  on  the  steps  and  waited. 


Phil  Stong  and  Wife  * 

Again  Are  Reporters 

Des  Moines — Author  Phil  Stong  and  his 
wife,  the  former  Virginia  Swain,  turned 
reporters  once  again  when  they  covered 
the  “Career”  stars’  trip  from  Hollywood 
to  the  Des  Moines  premiere. 

Stong ’s  stories  appeared  in  the  Register 
for  which  he  once  reported,  and  Mrs. 
Stong’s  features  were  used  by  her  old  pa- 
per, the  Tribune.  The  Stongs  left  Holly- 
wood June  22.  They  were  sent  by  RKO. 


Years  of  Experience  Has  Taught  Us  How 
to  Serve  Y'ou 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


"Career”  Notes 
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Q,EORGE  O.  MONROE’S  Colonial  has  a 
competitor  for  the  same  class  of  trade 
now  that  Chick  Boyes  No.  1 tent  rep  com- 
pany opened,  June  29,  for  the  summer  . . . 
Alvin  Hendricks  wants  denial  published 
that  his  birthday  was  June  19.  Doesn’t 
mean  anything  to  most  northerners,  but 
below  the  Mason-Dixon  stripe  it’s  “June- 
teenth,”  or  Emancipation  Day,  when  the 
darktowners  strut,  and  no  “white  chile” 
admits  birth  on  that  day  . . . Note  to 
Frank  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice:  There  are 
two  celebration  days  for  you  in  July,  the 
4th,  of  coui’se,  and  the  15th — that’s  the 
day  when  your  opposition,  Charlie  More- 
head  takes  off  to  a new  post  in  Denver 
with  Rick  Ricketson,  and  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain end  of  the  Fox  string. 

Ed  Vaughan  is  single  again — the  blonde 
went  back  to  California  . . . Elmer  Rhoden 
and  H.  A.  McClure,  the  Foxey  guys,  were 
in  Beatrice  last  week  arguing  with  the  Fox 
landlord,  who  has  different  ideas  of  a 
proper  rent  than  they  . . . Howard  Federer 
really  took  care  of  Bob  Livingston  on 
Father’s  Day.  Bribed  every  little  kid  who 
came  by  unattached,  that,  if  he’d  walk  up 
to  Livingston  in  front  of  the  Capitol  The- 
atre and  say  his  mother  seiit  him  down 
to  wish  him  “father’s  day  greetings,”  he’d 
let  ’em  in  free  at  his  Varsity.  Livingston 
was  greeted  by  14,  of  assorted  colors. 

Frank  Roberts  hasn’t  heard  whether  it’s 
New  York  or  Siberia,  but  isn’t  worrying 
. . . Bob  Huffman  has  lost  19  pounds  by 
dieting  and  golf.  He  hooked  the  two  to- 
gether, and  found  his  game  was  so  bad 
he  couldn’t  eat  . . . Vincent  DiFiore  is 
the  village  Romeo,  having  already  for- 
gotten the  names  of  the  first  15  girls  he’s 
dated  since  arriving  a couple  of  months 
ago  . . . Joe  Scott  was  in  town  selling 
pictures  between  hits  at  the  ballpark  . . . 
Wally  Johnson  hasn’t  been  seen  under  any 
of  the  Turnpike  Casino  tables  lately. 

Guess  it’s  not  too  much  for  Ed  Vaughan 
to  make  this  column  twice  m one  issue, 
but  the  word  is  going  around  that  since 
“Mikado”  and  other  things,  his  nickname 
is  “Nanki-Poo”  . . . Mrs.  Bob  Livingston 
went  to  the  Omaha  races  and  only  had  one 
run  for  her  money — in  her  stocking  . . . 
Speaking  of  races,  Mrs.  George  Monroe  has 
her  winnings  up  to  $40  as  of  this  writing. 

RKO  Radio  promised  the  National  A.A.U. 
here  they’d  send  Ralph  Bowman,  the  Lin- 
coln “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  winner,  to 
Lincoln  after  his  Des  Moines  appearance 
for  “Career”  . . . J.  H.  Cooper,  a couple 
of  the  Paramount  boys,  and  Jean  Kinder, 
the  landlord  of  the  Stuart  Theatre,  have 
been  roundtabling  on  rent  in  Chicago  . . . 
They  do  say  that  M.  E.  McClain  is  some 
busy  guy,  what  with  a couple  of  states 
spread  of  theatres  to  keep  track  of  . . . 
Walter  Biele,  former  newspaperman  who 
mushroomed  the  “cinema  business”  of 
South  Africa  from  a shooting  gallery  (500 
seats)  into  the  Amalgamated  African 
Amusement  Co.,  made  a fortune,  scattered 
theatrical  real  estate  over  the  whole  of 
South  Africa,  then  sold  out  and  lost  the 
money,  is  retired  and  living  here  now. 

Freddy  Fisher,  the  owner  of  the  Schnick- 
elfritz  band  which  made  appearance  in 
“Golddiggers  in  Paris”  with  Rudy  Vallee, 


said  this  week  he  had  no  future  picture 
plans  . . . Personal  nomination  for  one 
of  the  funniest  situations  in  Nebraska  show 
business — Beatrice.  Ace  house  gives  away 
books  with  tickets,  B house  features 
dishes,  and  the  other  house  lets  ’em  in 
2 for  15  cents  . . . Average  of  wheat  crop, 
very  spotted,  is  predicted  to  run  around 
eight  bushels  to  the  acre,  but  the  corn 
chances  are  better.  Which  means,  the  cir- 
cuses may  dodge  Nebraska  this  year. 

Press  box  flattery  item:  Orville  Ren- 
nie jr.  doesn’t  want  to  follow  his  dad’s 
footsteps  in  the  show  business.  He  wants 
to  be  a newspaperman. 

A Coincidence  in  Adverse 
Review  and  Ad  Omission 

Minneapolis — Coincident  with  Merle 
Potter’s  extremely  adverse  review  of  “Life 
Dances  On,”  French  film  playing  Time 
Theatre,  loop  sure-seater,  large  display  ads 
for  the  showhouse,  running  in  Tribune  and 
Star,  failed  to  appear  in  the  Journal, 
Potter’s  sheet. 

Irving  Gillman,  Time  owner,  said  that 
decision  to  “cut  down”  on  Journal  adver- 
tising had  been  reached  before  he  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  “Life  Dances  On”  re- 
view. 

Gillman  had  been  known  as  dissatisfied 
with  Potter’s  treatment  of  other  Time  pic- 
tures. However,  he  refuses  to  affirm  that 
this  influenced  his  decision  regarding  ad- 
vertising in  the  Journal  which  is  consid- 
ered the  town’s  leading  sheet. 

“We  have  not  discontinued  advertising 
in  the  Journal  entirely,  although  currently 
we  have  cut  down  its  lineage  compared 
with  other  newspapers,”  said  Gillman.  “We 
will  run  ads  in  it  from  time  to  time  and 
have  not  definitely  decided  what  our  per- 
manent policy  will  be  in  regard  to  this 
matter.” 

Ly singer  Takes  Over 
Grand  at  Ravenna 

Omaha — Dick  Lysinger,  who  operates  the 
Paramount  at  Ansley,  Neb.,  has  taken  over 
the  Grand  at  Ravenna,  Neb.,  formerly 
operated  by  Darrell  Worley. 

Tlie  Palm  at  Adams,  Neb.,  formerly 
operated  by  J.  E.  Leach,  has  been  taken 
over  by  Adams  merchants  and  is  being 
operated  as  a “free”  theatre,  according  to 
reports  here. 

Harry  Merriam  and  Jack  Logan  of  Lin- 
coln have  taken  over  the  Muse  at  Osceola, 
Neb.,  from  F.  E.  Klein. 


Ballantyne  Jobs 

Omaha — R,  S.  Ballantyne  of  Scott-Bal- 
lantyne  Co.  reports  the  following  installa- 
tions: Magic  Weather  cooling.  Liberty, 
Oakland,  la.;  Harlan,  Harlan,  la.;  Grant, 
Georgetown,  Ohio;  Woodbine,  Woodbine, 
la.;  Carrier  cooling,  Rialto,  Beatrice,  Neb.; 
Duo  Soundmaster,  State,  Lenox,  la.;  Rialto, 
Beatrice,  Neb.;  New,  Waynoka,  Okla.;  Pas- 
time, Sandersville,  Ga. 


Visitors  at  RKO  Lounge 

New  York — Among  the  visitors  to  the 
RKO  exhibitors’  lounge  at  the  World’s 
Fair  were  T.  M.  Stevenson,  Chief,  Ober- 
lin,  Kas.,  and  Lane  King,  Adrian,  Adrian, 
Minn. 


Cl  m A IHII  A 

TOE  H.  FELDHANS,  exhibitor  at  Schaller, 
^ la.,  was  in  town  and  said  business  was 
exceptionally  good  in  his  territory,  north- 
western Iowa.  Joe  reports  the  crop  situ- 
ation in  great  shape  in  his  district  and 
prospects  are  bright.  Joe  had  his  usual 
supply  of  good  stories! 

Sam  Burris,  Isis  Theatre,  Crete,  Neb., 
celebrated  his  I3th  wedding  anniversary 
this  week  . . . Other  important  events  in- 
cluded: Tom  Kenyon,  Paramount  cashier, 
12th  wedding  anniversary  . . . Frank  Han- 
non, Warner  peddler,  13th  wedding  anni- 
versary . . . Joe  Scott,  2(lth-Fox  boss,  baby 
one  year  old. 

Mayor  Roy  Bott  of  Hooper,  Neb.,  active 
exhibitor,  was  on  the  Row  . . . Also  Carl 
Ernst,  Harris  Theatre,  Avoca,  la.;  Mar- 
tinas Biemond,  Ord,  Neb.;  Carl  Johnson, 
Grand,  Red  Oak,  la.;  A.  S.  Ames,  Anita, 
la.,  circuit  operator. 

Lee  Mischnick,  Dundee  Theatre  manager, 
looks  as  prosperous  as  ever  . . . Eddie 
Forester,  Omaha  manager,  and  his  family 
are  vacationing  in  Old  and  New  Mexico 
. . . Good  luck  to  Fay  Dressell,  who  goes 
to  Minneapolis  as  RKO  manager. 

Mrs.  Chet  Washburn,  bride  of  the  Oma- 
ha doorman,  has  worked  for  20th-Fox  and 
Ross  Federal.  We  had  been  incorrectly  in- 
formed Mrs.  Washburn  was  not  connected 
with  the  industry  . . . Bob  Ballantyne  broke 
down  and  started  wearing  a sports  shirt. 

Joyce  Ballantyjie  is  home  for  a few 
weeks  from  Chicago  where  she  is  taking 
art  work  . . . W.  W.  Troxell  says  he’ll  close 
his  theatre  at  DeWitt,  Neb.,  during  July 
and  August  . . . Full  name  of  the  Glen- 
wood,  la.,  exhibitor  is  Harrison  Verle 
Mullins. 

Ted  Mendenhall  has  a new  glass  ash- 
tray about  half  the  size  of  a wastebasket. 
But  no  gags,  says  the  Paramount  boss, 
’cause  the  missus  gave  it  to  him  . . . The 
theatre  at  Stella,  Neb.,  operated  by  busi- 
ness men,  has  been  closed,  according  to 
reports. 

Harold  Schoonover,  Mazda  Theatre,  Au- 
rora, Neb.,  reports  a free  show  in  his  town 
that  has  been  giving  him  plenty  of  trou- 
ble. Any  other  exhibitors  having  the  same 
kind  of  difficulties? 

Mickey  Cosgrove,  Paramount  inspectress, 
is  vacationing  . . . B.  R.  Hassler  of  Fra- 
zer & Co.,  San  Francisco,  was  here  to  see 
Bob  Ballantyne.  The  Frazer  firm  handles 
Bob’s  export  business  . . . Eddie  Youtz, 
Republic  cashier,  has  gone  to  Peoria  to 
enter  the  insurance  business  as  a claim 
investigator. 

Betty  O’Brien  is  the  new  cashier  at  Re- 
public, making  two  Irishmen  and  two 
Dutchmen  in  the  place,  an  even  balance 
says  Office  Manager  John  MCBride. 


Fetherhuff  on  Vacation 

Lake  Mills,  Ia. — Floyd  Fetherhuff  of  the 
Mills  Theatre  here  is  vacationing  in  the 
Dakotas.  His  wife  is  managing  the  theatre 
in  his  absence. 
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Three  New  Houses  /or  Lansing 
Are  Planned  by  Butterfield 


Pittsburgh  Unit  Nod 
To  Code  Rejection 

Pittsburgh — Action  of  national  Allied 
in  rejecting  the  industry  code  was  unani- 
mously upheld  by  the  membership  of  the 
MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  at  a special  meet- 
ing last  week.  Non-members  were  barred 
from  the  meeting  and  confidential  matters 
were  discussed.  Officers  of  the  local  Al- 
lied organization  stated  that  the  session 
was  of  great  importance  and  that-  the  at- 
tendance was  large. 

For  the  summer,  it  was  indicated,  mem- 
bership meetings  only  will  be  held,  unless 
there  is  special  need  for  a general  exhi- 
bitor meeting. 

Directors  will  not  suspend  monthly 
meetings  this  summer.  Members  are  wel- 
come to  attend  any  or  all  director  meet- 
ings at  the  MPTO  headquarters. 

M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president  of  the  local 
exhibitor  association,  who  served  on  the 
exhibitor  negotiating  committee  which 
met  with  distributor  representatives  in  the 
formulation  of  the  industry  code,  now  re- 
jected by  Allied,  addressed  last  week’s 
meeting  here,  as  did  Fred  J.  Herrington, 
secretary.  Both  reported  the  actions  of 
the  national  Allied  convention  at  Minnea- 
polis. 

Pittsburgh’s  delegates  to  the  convention, 
including  William  R.  Wheat  jr.,  E.  T. 
Beedle,  William  J.  Walker,  Harry  Walker, 
Frank  Panoplos  and  others  were  active 
during  the  business  sessions  there,  the 
MPTO  officers  reported. 


VA's  Earliest  Selling 
Year  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — This  is  the  earliest  selling 
year  of  any  in  local  film  industry,  accord- 
ing to  A.  M.  Goodman,  local  United  Artists 
branch  manager. 

“Our  office  sold  more  contracts  by  the 
middle  of  June  than  we  sold  last  year 
by  the  end  of  August,”  Goodman  states. 


Detroit — ^Plans  for  construction  of  three 
new  theatres  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  are  dis- 
closed by  the  Butterfield  circuit — making 
the  largest  number  of  houses  to  be  built  in 
one  city  in  this  state  by  one  circuit  within 
memory. 

The  new  house  to  be  erected  on  the  north 
side  will  start  at  once.  This  will  be  in 
the  suburb  of  North  Lansing.  Elmer  Kieh- 
ler  of  the  Howard  Crane  office,  architect, 
is  completing  plans  for  the  second  and 
third  houses,  to  be  erected  immediately, 
on  the  east  and  west  sides.  Both  will  be 
large  neighborhood  houses. 

A fourth  new  unit  was  also  disclosed 
for  the  circuit  at  Reed  City,  with  work 
to  start  at  once  on  a 500-seater.  It  will 
be  downtown,  on  a site  now  owned  by 
Butterfield.  Roger  Allen  of  Grand  Rap- 

Mark  Goldman  Drive  by 
Pitt  Monogrammers 

Pittsburgh — Members  of  the  Monogram 
staff  are  conducting  a playdate  and  col- 
lection drive  for  July  and  August  in  honor 
of  Mark  Goldman,  who  is  completing  his 
first  year  as  branch  manager.  The  Mono- 
gram family  responsible  for  this  tribute  in- 
cludes Saul  I.  Perilman,  Jack  Cohen,  Wil- 
liam Liebler,  Dora  L.  Steinberg,  Thelma 
Wurdock,  Robert  Nesbitt,  Cecilia  Guehl, 
Margaret  Moran  and  VI  Marwood. 


A Near  Theatre  Riot 

Akron — A near  riot  among  patrons  of 
the  Palace  Theatre  here  resulted  from  an 
explosion  resulting  when  an  air  compres- 
sor “let  go”  in  a nearby  garage.  No  one 
was  injured.  Force  of  the  explosion  broke 
a water  main,  causing  a miniature  flood. 
Water  rushed  into  the  theatre  arcade 
through  a tunnel  which  connects  the  thea- 
tre and  garage  under  a street. 


ids  is  architect,  and  Martin  Osterink,  also 
of  Grand  Rapids,  contractor.  Allen  and 
Osterink  also  did  the  work  on  the  new 
theatres  just  completed  at  Cadillac  and 
Allegan. 

At  Lansing,  the  Gladmer  also  is  being 
practically  rebuilt  as  a new  theatre,  and 
is  expected  to  open  on  August  27.  'The 
other  three  theatres  are  slated  for  late  fall 
opening.  Opening  of  the  rebuilt  Garden 
at  Flint  is  slated  for  September  1. 


Large  Suburban  House 
Planned  for  Detroit 

Detroit — A large  new  suburban  theatre 
will  be  erected  at  Six  Mile  Road  and 
Meyers  Road,  Charles  N.  Agree,  Detroit 
architect  and  member  of  Variety  Club,  dis- 
closed. The  new  structure  will  be  the 
central  unit  of  a half  million  dollar  de- 
velopment, covering  ten  acres  of  property, 
making  the  largest  single  neighborhood 
shopping  center  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

Exact  details  of  ownership  of  the  house 
have  not  been  disclosed,  but  the  name 
tentatively  announced  is  the  Bigtown,  al- 
though this  is  considered  merely  a pro- 
posed construction  name. 


1,500-Seater  Reported  ' 

Due  for  Auto  City 

Detroit — A new  theatre  to  seat  1,500, 
the  name  and  owner  of  which  are  not  be- 
ing divulged  at  this  time,  is  reported  from 
the  office  of  a leading  architect  here.  Six 
shops  with  offices  on  the  second  floor  are 
a part  of  the  plans.  Bids  will  be  taken 
in  about  a week. 


Max  Allen  Completes 
Remodeling  Program 

Detroit — New  porcelain  enamel  front, 
together  with  new  marquee  and  Neon  sign, 
has  been  completed  at  Max  Allen’s  Lincoln 
Park  Theatre.  This  with  the  enlarging 
of  the  lobby  completed  a few  weeks  ago, 
completes  the  remodeling  program  at  this 
house,  and  “we  are  now  ready  to  take 
bids  for  the  new  house,”  said  Allen.  Al- 
len’s son,  Lawrence,  who  is  a student  at 
the  University  of  Michigan,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  manager  of  Allen’s  Cap- 
itol Theatre  at  Leamington,  Ont.,  this  sum- 
mer. 

First  New  Theatre 
Since  Civil  War 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — New  Philadel- 
phia, for  the  first  time  since  the  Civil 
War,  will  have  a brand  new  theatre  when 
the  Shea  house,  now  under  construction, 
is  completed  in  the  fall. 

The  Union  Theatre,  which  Shea  now 
occupies,  was  originally  called  the  Union 
Opera  House  and  dates  back  to  the  days 
of  ’63. 

The  third  generation  of  Bowers  still 
figure  in  the  local  picture  interests,  the 
grandson  of  the  original  builder  being  in 
the  employ  of  the  Shea  circuit  in  Bradford, 
Pa. 


At  the  Penn  Station — 


-Metropolitan  Photos 


Pittsburghers  headed  for  the  RKO  sales  convention  held  in  Rye,  N.  Y., 
pause  in  the  station  lobby.  Left  to  right  are  Richard  H.  Lange,  Herb 
Greenblatt,  manager;  John  S.  Graham,  Edward  Lebby  and  Joe  Lefko. 
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Bank  Night  Insurance 
Plan  Is  Frustrated 

Pittsburgh — Three  men  were  held  for 
court  this  week  by  Magistrate  Anthony 
Lucas  on  charges  of  selling  Bank  Night  in- 
surance. Emanuel  Roman,  named  by  po- 
lice as  the  originator  of  the  plan,  didn’t 
appear  at  the  hearing  but  he  notified 
Lucas  that  he  was  posting  bond  for  court 
in  the  district  attorney’s  office.  Lucas 
released  two  druggists  on  their  own 
recognizance  pending  trial  on  lottery 
charges. 

The  plan  of  the  three  was  the  sale  of 
dishes  by  Roman  and  his  agents,  and 
with  each  dish  was  issued  the  theatre 
Bank  Night  insurance  which  “protected” 
the  registered  patron  in  event  that  per- 
son’s name  was  called  while  the  patron 
was  absent  from  the  theatre.  Assistant 
District  Attorney  Russell  Adams  said 
there  was  no  question  of  a violation  in  the 
“insurance”  stunt.  He  is  also  investigat- 
ing the  fraud  angle.  Attorney  O.  Hicks 
Friedman,  representing  Roman,  main- 
tained “theatre  owners  of  East  Liberty 
started  this  prosecution.” 

"Polygamy"  Is  Banned  by 
Censor  Board  in  Ohio 

Cleveland — The  Ohio  Censor  Board  has 
turned  thumbs  down  on  “Polygamy,”  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  “harmful.” 

The  picture  was  returned  this  week  to 
George  Kendis  and  John  Himmelein,  after 
it  was  held  up  almost  three  months. 

Kendis  and  Himmelein,  taking  advant- 
age of  the  Ohio  law,  are  sending  the  pic- 
ture back  to  the  Censor  Board  for  a re- 
hearing. 

A Cut  in  Operators'  Scale 
Denied  Cleveland  Trade 

Cleveland — Efforts  on  the  part  of  local 
exhibitors  to  get  a cut  in  the  operators’ 
scale  for  the  summer  months  have,  so 
far,  been  unsuccessful. 

Last  summer  the  lATSE  here  took  a ten 
per  cent  cut  for  an  eight-week  period  in 
houses  of  all  classifications.  Negotiations 
are  reported  pending  for  the  same  co- 
operation this  summer,  without  result. 


Another  100  Per  Center 

Pittsburgh — A.  I.  Weiner,  UA  branch 
manager,  was  advised  this  week  that  Bill 
Scott’s  record  entitled  him  to  membership 
in  the  100  per  cent  club,  thus  joining 
Jimmy  Nash  and  Harry  Rees,  who  entered 
the  circle  at  the  UA  sales  convention  a 
month  ago  in  Los  Angeles.  With  the 
honor  goes  a gold  pin  and  $250  in  cash. 
With  Bill  Scott  in  the  fold,  the  local  ex- 
change becomes  one  of  two  100  per  cent 
branches  in  the  country. 


Yodice  Promoted 

Cleveland — Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  Loew 
division  manager,  has  promoted  Robert 
Yodice  from  chief  of  service  at  the  State 
Theatre  to  be  assistant  manager  under 
Jack  Lykes  at  the  Stillman,  replacing 
Howard  Michaelson. 


Fox  Shutdown  May 
Be  Averted 

Detroit — Negotiations  now  under  way 
with  some  crafts  may  save  the  Fox 
Theatre  here  from  being  shut  down,  at 
least  temporarily.  The  shutdown  was 
implied  by  the  notices  Manager  David 
M.  Idzal  gave  the  union. 


Television,  Not  Duals, 
Troubles  in  England 


Detroit — Double  bills  and  many  prob- 
lems of  the  American  exhibitor  are  almost 
unknown  in  England,  but  the  English  ex- 
hibitor has  other  worries,  according  to  the 
Great  Levant,  leading  English  magician, 
who  was  in  this  country  for  the  convention 
of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Magi- 
cians this  week.  In  an  interview  with  Box- 
office,  he  said  that  English  exhibitors  are 
worried  more  over  television,  with  dozens  of 
houses  in  London  now  equipped  to  show 
events  on  15xl2-foot  television  screens — far 
in  advance  of  film  newsreels. 

Theatre  expansion  in  the  provinces,  sub- 
urbs, and  smaller  towns,  is  still  under  way, 
he  said,  with  one  particular  organization 
busy  erecting  new  houses  “almost  out  in 
the  fields.”  Typical  method  is  to  make 
these  local  community  enterprises,  by  hav- 
ing the  architect  and  contractor  each  take 
shares,  and  then  the  local  business  men, 
till  fifty  per  cent  is  subscribed  by  such 
local  interests — and  the  banks  then  are 
willing  to  finance  the  rest,  leaving  the 
promoter’s  investment  very  light. 

Vaudeville  is  far  more  common,  with  200 
houses  in  the  provinces  playing  “variety,” 
Levant  said. 


Exhibitors  in  Ohio  Are 
Urged  to  Display  Flag 

Cleveland — P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  in  a 
recent  bulletin,  suggests  that  exhibitors 
display  the  American  flag  on  the  follow- 
ing dates: 

February  12,  Abraham  Lincoln’s  Birth- 
day: February  22,  George  Washington’s 
Birthday;  April  6,  Army  Day;  May  30,  Me- 
morial Day;  June  14,  Flag  Day;  July  4,  In- 
dependence Day;  September  4,  Labor  Day; 
October  12,  Columbus  Day;  October  27, 
Navy  Day;  November  11,  Armistice  Day. 

The  importance  of  displaying  the  flag 
on  these  dates  is  emphasized  because  a 
small  town  exhibitor  in  Ohio  met  with 
some  unpleasantness  for  failing  to  display 
the  flag  on  Memorial  Day. 


lob  lor  Horwitz 

Cleveland — Hilbert  Horwitz  has  been 
appointed  local  sales  representative  for 
the  Rochester  Theatre  Game  Co.,  which 
deals  in  Bingo  and  Bango  games.  M.  B. 
Horwitz,  general  manager  of  the  Wash- 
ington circuit,  has  installed  these  games 
in  all  of  his  houses  except  in  Cleveland 
Heights,  where  all  giveaways  are  out. 


Award  Building  Contracts 
At  Bryan  and  Massilon 

Cleveland — Contracts  have  been  award- 
ed to  the  Johnson  Construction  Co.  of 
Steubenville  for  the  erection  of  new  the- 
atres in  Bryan  and  Massilon  and  work 
will  start  about  July  1.  Both  of  these 
houses  are  being  built  by  W.  N.  Skirball 
and  associates,  Keith  Bldg.,  Cleveland. 
Skirball  operates  theatres  in  Akron,  Mas- 
silon, Toledo,  Madison  and  Pittsburgh. 

John  Eberson  of  New  York  is  the  archi- 
tect for  both  houses.  The  Bryan  theatre 
will  have  approximately  800  seats  and  will 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $100,000.  The 
Massilon  house  will  have  1,000  seats  and 
will  cost  no  less  then  $125,000.  Present 
plans  call  for  completion  about  Novem- 
ber 1. 


An  Allied  Unit's  Support 
Awaits  'Equitable'  Code 

Pittsburgh  — Following  announcement 
that  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  had  gone 
on  record  as  unanimously  approving  the 
action  of  the  national  Allied  directors  in 
rejecting  the  code  submitted  by  distribu- 
tors, Fred  J.  Herrington,  local  Allied  secre- 
tary stated  that  “it  was  the  consensus  of 
opinion  of  the  MPTO  membership  that 
when — and  if — the  producers  present  a 
code  that  will  be  both  equitable  and  ac- 
ceptable to  Allied,  the  western  Pennsyl- 
vania exhibitors  will  go  along  with  the 
national  board.” 


lam  Handy  Moving  Office 
In  Detroit  on  July  1 

Detroit — Jam  Handy,  maker  of  ani- 
mated cartoons,  is  moving  into  larger 
quarters  at  2792-8  East  Grand  Blvd.  on 
July  1. 


Joseph  Kleckner  Joins 
Handy  as  Executive 

Detroit — Joseph  B.  Kleckner  has  joined 
the  executive  staff  of  Jam  Handy,  ac- 
cording to  an  announcement  by  Jamison 
Handy,  president.  Until  recently,  Kleck- 
ner was  president  of  Motiograph,  Inc., 
Chicago. 


Film  lor  Delco 

Detroit — Work  commenced  this  week  on 
a new  film  for  Delco  Batteries  by  Indus- 
trial Pictures,  Detroit  commercial  film  pro- 
ducers. 

Lee  Childs,  who  was  the  Chicago  winner 
of  the  Lasky  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  con- 
test, is  the  leading  lady.  Another  role  is 
taken  by  Bernard  Burke,  who  has  been  seen 
on  the  Chicago  stage. 


Enlarge  at  McKeesport 

McKeesport,  Pa. — William  Pearson  Con- 
struction Co.  has  been  awarded  the  gen- 
eral contracting  for  the  remodeling  of  the 
Liberty  Theatre.  When  completed  the 
seating  capacity  will  be  increased  and  there 
will  be  larger  standing  room. 
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CILEVIEILAMD 

HARRIS,  who  dishes  out  publicity 
for  Loew’s  Theatres,  and  Mrs.  Harris 
have  returned  from  a South  American 
cruise  including  a trip  through  the  Panama 
Canal. 

John  Huebner,  the  big  exhibitor  from 
the  little  town  of  Marion,  was  in  town 
doing  enough  booking  to  look  after  his 
houses  while  he  takes  his  daughter  to  the 
New  York  Fair.  It’s  part  of  her  high  school 
graduation  present. 

Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  Loew  division  man- 
ager, and  Mrs.  Long  have  left  for  a trip 
down  the  St.  Lawrence  and  other  points  of 
interest  in  Canada. 

John  Goshorn  of  Irwin  Seating  was  one 
of  the  15,000  members  who  attended  the 
International  Rotary  convention  here  last 
week. 

Comings  and  Goings:  Art  Yoimg,  Uni- 
versal booker,  leaves  early  in  July  to  spend 
a couple  of  weeks  with  relatives  at  Cone- 
shus  Lake,  New  York  . . . Miss  Sylvia 
Amster,  secretary  to  RKO  Branch  Manager 
George  Lefko,  is  full  of  enthusiasm  over 
the  New  York  Fair  which  took  most  of  her 
time  last  week  . . . Gladys  Collins  of  the 
Columbia  workshop,  is  vacationing  with 
folks  in  Iowa  . . . Jane  Meisel,  secretary  to 
Sid  Dannenberg,  Warner  publicity  head, 
has  returned  from  a Bermuda  vacation 
cruise. 

Harry  Goldstein,  Paramount  district 
manager,  is  very  grand  with  his  newly 
decorated  office  . . . Housecleaning  has 
struck  the  local  United  Artists  exchange. 
The  whole  office  is  being  repainted  and 
redecorated. 

Roxy  Theatre,  Cleveland’s  one  and  only 
burlesque  house  which  closed  with  the 
onslaught  of  warm  weather,  announces 
July  28  as  the  opening  date. 

A six  and  a half  pound  boy  was  deliv- 
ered last  week  to  the  home  of  Fred  P.  Dzik, 
manager  of  the  Jennings  Theatre.  The 
young  man  will  go  through  life  with  the 
name  of  Frederick  Neil  Dzik. 

Joe  Leavitt,  owner  of  the  Independent 
Screen  Room,  will  have  a busy  summer. 
On  July  30  his  older  son,  Morton,  an  archi- 
tect, will  be  married  to  Miss  Dorothy 
Gubbins  of  Muncie,  Ind.  And  on  August 
20,  his  second  son,  “Sandy,”  will  marry 
Miss  Selma  Horwitz,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Horwitz  of  this  city. 

For  better  or  for  worse — and  mostly  for 
worse — Harry  Henderson,  Stuart  Cagney, 
Ralph  Redmond,  Charles  Gottlob  and  Ben 
Fain,  all  of  the  Associated  Theatres  cir- 
cuit, are  devoting  Tuesday  of  each  week  to 
boating  and  fishing.  Report  of  the  last 
outing  is  that  Stu  Cagney  and  Ralph 
Redmond  were  the  only  ones  who  did  not 
feed  the  fishes  they  were  trying  to  lure. 

It  was  only  the  board  meeting  of  the 
Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n, 
but  G.  W.  Erdmann,  secretary,  came  out 
of  it  looking  as  if  he  had  been  Joe  Louis’ 
sparing  partner.  Or  was  it  just  the  heavy 
wind  that  touseled  his  hair? 

John  Papulias,  owner  of  the  Olympic 
Theatre  in  Steubenville,  and  one  of  his 


Going  Ahead — 

Sam  Haber,  Big  Feature  Rights  repre- 
sentative out  of  Cincinnati,  is  mighty 
proud  of  his  daughter,  Jane,  and  with 
good  reason.  This  lovely  young  lady 
is  engaged  with  Fleischer  Studios,  at 
the  Miami  studios  in  the  forthcoming 
production,  “Gulliver’s  Travels.” 


sons  are  operating  a steel  mill  in  Greece. 
They  took  skilled  men  aiid  machinery  over 
from  the  good  old  U.  S.  A.  and  are  reported 
to  be  operating  on  a very  large  scale.  An- 
other son  operates  the  Steubenville  Thea- 
tre which  is  being  fixed  up  with  new  equip- 
ment and  a complete  interior  decorating 
job.  L.  H.  Walters,  of  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  sold  him  the  idea  and  the  con- 
tract. 

Herbert  Griffin,  vice-president  of  Inter- 
national Projector  Co.,  was  a visitor  to  the 
city  and  a guest  of  National  'Tlieatre  Sup- 
ply Co.  last  week. 

Everett  Steinbuck,  manager  of  Loew’s 
State  Theatre,  entertained  all  of  the  Aus- 
tralian representatives  to  the  national  Ro- 
tary convention  here  at  the  theatre  to  see 
“Captain  Fury,”  whose  locale  is  in  the 
kangaroo  country.  There  were  about  a 
dozen  present. 

Sam  Shia  of  the  Old  Trail  Theatre,  St. 
Clairsville,  is  air  conditioning  his  house 
with  Rork  equipment  . . . Ted  Scheinberg, 
20th-Pox  salesman,  is  wearing  his  ribs  all 
done  up  in  fancy  tape.  Maybe  the  result 
of  too  much  temperamental  piano  inter- 
pretation. 

Visitors  of  the  week  included  E.  L. 
Staub  of  the  Capitol,  Delphos;  H.  L.  Tracey 
of  the  Temple  Theatre,  Willard;  Harry 
Reinhart  of  Canton,  and  Ray  Wallace  of 
Alliance. 


Transfer  at  Monogah,  W.  Va. 

Monongah,  W.  Va.  — Strand  Theatre 
here  has  been  transferred  from  Danny 
Davis  to  H.  G.  Currey  of  this  community. 


Gets  New  Termer 

Hollywood — A new  term  acting  contract 
has  been  handed  to  Constance  Moore  at 
Universal. 


CIIIMCIMMATII 

gURPRISE  of  the  week  was  the  Jime 
wedding  announcement  of  Andy  Nied- 
enthal,  owner  of  the  Evanston  and  Belve- 
dere theatres,  to  petite  Rosemary  Roche, 
of  the  Big  Feature  Rights  personnel.  The 
surprise  being  that  the  wedding  is  one 
year  old,  the  much  congratulated  couple 
having  been  married  Jime  4,  1938. 

Warner’s  Irene  and  Deddy  Hecker  left 
for  a two  weeks’  vacation  at  the  New  York 
Fair.  Their  George  Daymeyer  and  Mrs. 
Marcella  Wherle  are  also  vacationing. 

UA’s  Harris  Dudelson  announces  the 
resignation  of  Wade  Windsor,  W.  Va.,  and 
Ky.  representative,  who  is  being  succeeded 
by  Joe  N.  Nussbaum. 

J.  Woodrow  Thomas,  Mt.  Hope  and  Oak 
Hill,  visited  the  Row.  Other  callers  in- 
cluded Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  N.  Niles,  Eminence, 
Ky.;  M.  Mandros,  Logan,  Ohio;  J.  Isaacs, 
Cumberland  and  Whiteberg,  Ky.;  Mrs. 
Laura  Dell  Dugel,  Lyric,  Manchester ; Joe 
Lee,  Covmgton,  Ohio;  Miss  Bertha  Wolf; 
and  Messrs.  Laws  & Blair,  Mt.  Hope  The- 
atre, Lebanon. 

Arch  Clemens,  Powelton  circuit,  Powel- 
ton,  W.  Va.,  has  purchased  a new  airplane, 
and  is  becoming  seriously  air  minded. 

Max  Margolis,  manager  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures, left  for  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  for 
rest  and  observation. 

Jay  Goldberg,  son  of  Lee  Goldberg,  Big 
Feature  Rights’  prexy,  received  “The  Brown 
Jug”  for  outstanding  activity  in  student 
affairs,  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 
Young  Goldberg  was  also  awarded  first 
honors  in  the  short  story  and  feature  ar- 
ticle contests. 

E.  V.  Dinerman,  head  of  RKO  theatres’ 
publicity  department,  went  to  Waukegan, 
accompanied  by  local  dramatic  critics,  E. 
B.  Radcliffe,  Francis  Raine,  Stan  Kohn 
and  Paul  Kennedy,  to  attend  the  world 
premiere  of  the  Jack  Beyiny  opus,  “Man 
About  Town.” 

Lou  Wiethe,  Queen  City  exhibitor,  is  op- 
ening his  new  Kentucky  Theatre  at  Lato- 
nia,  Jime  30.  The  house  is  reputed  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  in  northern  Kentucky 
. . . Mrs.  E.  D.  Jenkins  opened  her  new 
750-seat  theatre,  the  Meigs,  at  Pomeroy. 

Lester  Rosenthal,  exhibitor  of  Dunbar 
and  Kanawha  City,  and  Charley  Alley  of 
the  Rialto,  Charleston,  have  opened  the 
Double  Feature,  an  idyllic  camp  on  Coal 
(Continued  on  page  53) 


3-REEL  FEATURETTES 
Just  the  thing  to  Balance  Your 
Program 

"Trailing  the  Jaguar" 

Mountain  L.ions  Snared  by  Bow  and  Arrow 

"Fish  From  Hell" 

A Thrillins:  Battle  of  Sharks 
Also  Cartoons  and  Novelty  Shorts  and 
Comedies  Are  Available  Thru 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges/  Inc. 
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pETE  PROPILI  flew  to  New  York  to 

take  in  the  Louis-Galento  affair  . . . 
Abe  Chapman,  with  Columbia  here  up  to 
six  years  ago,  paid  his  respects  to  Filmrow, 
Tuesday,  en  route  back  to  his  UA  office 
manager’s  post  at  Milwaukee  after  an 
eastern  vacation  . . . R.  J.  Jeffries,  who 
has  sold  more  than  his  quota  of  Burch 
popcorn  machines,  is  on  a well-earned 
fishing  trip  . . . Bernard  Buchheit,  Manos 
theatres  district  manager,  says  work  is 
progressing  on  the  new  theatre  at  Jean- 
nette, and  that  remodeling  of  the  Ritz 
and  Indiana,  Indiana,  Pa.,  would  be  un- 
der way  at  once. 

Two  “Tarzan”  stories:  Operator  at  the 
Rialto,  Lewistovni,  flew  a print  of  “Tar- 
zan” from  there  to  the  Stultz  airport, 
Tyrone,  for  a special  shovnng  Sunday  eve- 
ning at  the  Kiawana  Boys  Health  Farm, 
Altoona.  The  Weissmuller  film  is  now  on 
view  at  the  Altoona  State  . . . The  second 
“Tarzan”  story  has  to  do  with  the  report 
that  Jim  Totman  of  Warner  Bros.,  was  bit- 
ten by  the  monkey  “Tarzan”  . . . Ira  H. 
Cohn’s  local  20th-Fox  branch  is  leading 
the  country  for  the  third  consecutive 
year. 

“Dad”  Peacock,  St.  Marys  theatre  man- 
ager, is  vacationing  in  Europe  . . . Adju- 
tant C.  C.  Kellenberg  of  the  Variety  Club 
American  Legion  Post  No.  589  has  selected 
Edward  McCammon  of  Westinghouse  High 
School  and  Robert  Barnett  of  Schenley 
High  School  as  the  two  boys  to  attend  the 
Keystone  Boys  Camp  at  Indiantown  Gap, 
Pa.,  July  16-26  inclusive.  They  will  be 
guests  of  the  Post.  Variety  Post  will  send 
four  boys  to  a Citizen’s  Military  Training 
Camp  . . . There  will  be  no  July  3 dinner 
at  the  Variety  Club  . . . The  Paramount 
exchange  was  topsy-turvy  this  week  under 
extensive  remodeling  and  this  condition 
will  prevail  for  about  six  weeks,  but  with 
business  progressing  as  usual  . . . Local  ex- 
hibitors are  signing  a special  scroll  in 
honor  of  George  Lefko,  former  RKO 
manager. 

Arthur  Treacher,  who  appeared  in  the 
final  stage  attraction  of  the  seasori  at  the 
Stanley,  was  an  interested  guest  at  the 
Variety  Club  . . . The  Sam  Neamans  will 
vacation  at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair 
the  week  of  July  10  . . . We  were  indeed 
happy  to  welcome  Speer  Marousis,  New 
Castle  exhibitor,  who  has  beeri  laid  up  for 
several  months  urith  his  left  leg  in  a cast 
due  to  torn  ligaments  suffered  when 
struck  by  an  automobile.  Speer  drove  into 


NOW 

The  BIG  Fight 

JOE  LOUIS 

vs. 

“TWO-TON"  TONY 
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IRVING  DIETZ 
GEORGE  “B"  JOSACK 
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Filmrow  with  his  brother.  Bill  . . . Thanks 
to  M.  N.  Shapiro  for  his  post  card  extend- 
ing regards  to  all  the  boys.  He’s  taking 
things  easy  at  North  East,  Pa. 

Johnny  Harris  celebrates  a birthday  an- 
niversary July  9 and  Bob  Clark  does  like- 
wise the  next  day  . . . Charles  Kurtzman, 
Loew’s  Penn  manager,  has  a new  assistant 
in  the  person  of  Walter  Kessler  of  Boston. 
Kessler  succeeds  Edward  Richardson,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  the  former’s  home 
city  . . . Art  Levy  has  able  assistance  for 
the  Variety  Club’s  annual  golf  tournament, 
set  for  July  14  at  Wildwood  Country  Club, 
in  Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  who  is  in  charge  of 
tickets;  Steve  Cox  and  Bob  Bassett,  prizes; 
Harry  Kramer,  dinner;  Joe  Hiller,  enter- 
tainment; Art  Rooney,  handicap,  and 
Mrs.  Larry  Katz  who  is  in  charge  of  ladies’ 
activities.  Fee  for  couple  is  $7.50,  this  in- 
cluding dinner  for  golfer  and  lady,  also 
green  and  caddy  fees  and  swimming. 
Single  fee  for  golf  and  dinner  is  $6.  Single 
dinner  is  $3.  Dinner-dance  for  couple  is 
$5.  There  will  be  many  prizes  and  Jerry 
Mayhall’s  Variety  Club  orchestra  will 
swing  the  music. 

Orson  Welles  “pulled  a fast  one”  one 
afternoon  last  week  when  he  devoted  his 
curtain  patter  to  an  impassioned  plea  for 
a contmuance  of  WPA  dramatic  and  mu- 
sical activities,  the  defense  of  the  stage 
project  being  entirely  unsanetioned  by  the 
Stanley  management.  Explaining  that  he 
knew  the  management’s  policy  of  silence 
on  controversial  subjects  would  not  have 
permitted  his  speech,  he  confessed  after- 
wards that  he  substituted  his  usual  “talk 
with  his  audience”  without  an  okay  from 
Warner  Bros. 

Meade  Steiner,  until  recently  operator 
of  the  Koppel  Theatre,  has  returned  to 
the  insurance  business  and  is  booking  the 
Koppel  for  the  new  operator,  Earl  Flesher 
...  A number  of  exhibitors  have  filed  and 
returned  application  forms  and  fees  un- 
der the  state  chain  store  and  theatre  tax, 
a law  now  declared  unconstitutional  by 


10  Years  Ago 

IN  PITTSBURGH  

J^EONE  MATTHEWS  succeeded  Audrey 
Littell  as  secretary  of  the  film  board, 
the  latter  having  been  transferred  to  Chi- 
cago . . . Sol  Hyman  won  his  Sunday 
show  fight  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  when 
the  citizen’s  board  vetoed  a local  ordi- 
nance prohibiting  Sunday  exhibitions  . . . 
O.  Hindy,  Delbarton  exhibitor,  was  granted 
an  injunction  restraining  officers  from 
interfering  with  Sunday  operation  of  his 
theatre  on  the  grounds  that  he  is  a Mo- 
hammedan, observing  his  Sunday  on  Fri- 
day when  his  theatre  is  closed. 

Harry  Warner,  who  started  his  industry 
career  here,  was  a visitor  with  Spyros 
Skouras,  director  of  the  Stanley-Warner 
theatres  . . . Dolores  Del  Rio  and  Vilma 
Banky  filled  personal  appearance  engage- 
ments here  . . . Jerry  Castelli  purchased 
the  Liberty,  East  Canonsburg  . . . Mort 
England  took  over  the  Ohio  territory  for 
Mellaphone,  with  A.  E.  Klein  in  charge 
at  the  Cleveland  office. 


the  high  court  of  the  state.  Filing  such 
application  is  not  required.  It  is  likely 
that  fees  paid  will  be  refunded;  consult 
the  department  of  revenue. 

Arm  Cohen,  secretary  at  the  UA  office, 
was  confined  to  the  Presbyterian  Hospi- 
tal this  week  as  the  result  of  a fractured 
leg  suffered  when  struck  by  an  auto  while 
on  her  way  to  work  one  day  last  week. 

Joe  <TGG)  Gins  spent  the  weekend  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  . . . Dave  Leff  is  vaca- 
tioning in  the  east  . . . Alice  Downey,  ex- 
perienced theatre  cashier,  has  joined  the 
staff  at  the  Metropolitan  . . . Mort  and 
Art  England  have  installed  an  air-cooling 
unit  at  their  new  office  headquarters  in 
the  Van  building  . . . Lew  Lefton  under- 
went observations  at  the  Allegheny  Gen- 
eral Hospital  the  other  day  and  will  sub- 
mit to  an  operation. 

Anna  McGee,  film  inspector  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  died  last  Thursday  as  the 
result  of  cancer.  Last  employed  at  the  Co- 
lumbia exchange  where  she  was  head  of 
the  inspection  department.  Miss  McGee 
had  been  ill  and  unable  to  loork  for  a 
long  period.  Funeral  was  conducted  Mon- 
day. 

Harry  (Patsy)  Levin,  city  projectionist, 
is  touring  the  west  . . . A.  E.  (Addie)  Klein, 
formerly  RCA  sales  manager  here,  visited 
for  several  days  from  Chicago  . . . George 
Ball  of  the  20th-Fox  booking  staff  is  va- 
cationing at  the  N.  Y.  World’s  Fair  . . . 
Nate  Landy,  also  of  20th-Fox,  is  vacation- 
ing . . . Harry  Kalmine  and  Harry  Fein- 
stein  were  in  New  York  last  week  on 
business  at  the  Warner  home  office  . . . 
A1  Glazer  has  purchased  the  property  ad- 
joining the  Parkway  Theatre,  McKees 
Rocks,  which  he  recently  remodeled. 

Charlie  Blatt  was  in  from  “The  Roof 
Garden  of  Pennsylvania,”  which  is  Somer- 
set county,  and  reported  that  he  is  now 
booking  brother  Jake  Blatt’s  theatres  in 
addition  to  his  own  district  houses.  Jake’s 
busy  with  building  and  remodeling . 

Elmer  Hasley  jr.,  son  of  the  owners  of 
the  new  Terrace  Theatre,  East  Pittsburgh, 
graduated  this  week  from  Taylor  Alder- 
dice  High  School  . . . Young  A1  Weiland 
is  growing  a mustache  to  avoid  further 
confusion  with  his  twin  brother.  Pew  in 
the  trade  have  been  able  to  distinguish 
one  from  the  other  up  to  now.  Both  assist 
their  dad  at  the  Weiland  Theatre  on  Cen- 
ter Ave.  . . . Harry  Brown,  Nixon  manager, 
who  is  getting  steamed  up  about  the  new 
legit  season,  is  local  corresponding  sec- 
retary for  the  Actors  Fund  of  America. 


On  "Chips"  Campaign 
Charleston,  W.  Va. — A.  Midelburg  of 
the  Capitol  here  was  assisted  in  the 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  campaign  by  Metro 
exploiteer,  J.  E.  Watson. 


Assigned  in  “Safari" 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  signed 
Whitney  Bourne  to  a term  acting  pact, 
with  her  first  assignment  in  “Safari,”  in 
support  of  Madeleine  Carroll  and  Joel 
McCrea. 
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Equipment  Sales  Strong 
In  Area,  Reports  NTS 


Pittsburgh  — Gable  Theatre,  Sharon, 
and  the  Orpheum,  Clarion,  are  being  re- 
carpeted by  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
Hilltop  Theatre,  city,  has  purchased  new 
lamps,  heads  and  generator.  National  has 
sold  machines,  generator,  lamps  and  new 
sound  for  the  Grand  Theatre,  Patton. 

Projectors  and  sound  equipment  has 
been  purchased  for  the  new  Parker  Thea- 
tre, Parkersburg,  which  is  nearing  com- 
pletion for  early  opening.  New  ventilat- 
ing system  is  being  installed  at  the  Manos 
Theatre,  Blairsville.  B.  I.  Gonder,  Oak- 
land Priendsville,  Md.,  exhibitor,  has  pur- 
chased new  sound  for  his  Grand,  Priends- 
ville. 


Variety  Club  Sponsoring 
Beneiit  Soltball  Game 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club  is  sponsoring 
a softball  game,  a double-header  between 
girls’  teams,  as  a benefit  for  the  charity 
fund  of  Tent  No.  1.  The  event  is  sched- 
uled for  Sunday,  July  2,  at  Duquesne  Gar- 
den. 

Team  captains  for  the  sale  of  tickets 
include  C.  J.  Latta,  James  G.  Balmer,  C.  C. 
Kellenberg,  AI  Weiblinger,  Mike  Gallagher, 
I.  Elmer  Ecker,  Harry  Kramer  and  Archie 
Pineman. 

The  Variety  Club  will  purchase  incu- 
bators for  use  of  the  poor,  according  to 
Ira  H.  Cohn,  chief  barker. 


W .Va.  ITO  Planning 
Initial  Convention 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — The  ITO  of  W.  Va., 
which  voted  to  affiliate  with  national 
Allied  at  a meeting  held  in  Morgantown, 
June  5,  is  planning  its  first  annual  con- 
vention, which  will  be  staged  in  Septem- 
ber, likely  at  Clarksburg. 

President  R.  J.  Hiehle  has  appointed 
Danny  Davis  as  general  chairman  for  the 
event,  and  he  in  turn  has  named  members 
of  the  convention  committee  as  follows: 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Church,  Mannington;  Richard 
Marks,  Clarksburg;  George  Sallows, 
Morgantown,  and  Garland  West,  Buck- 
hannon.  This  committee  will  meet  soon 
to  “devise  plans  for  the  grandest  conven- 
tion ever  held  in  West  Virginia,”  accord- 
ing to  Davis. 

“We  are  to  be  congratulated  on  joining 
Allied,”  an  ITO  bulletin  stated  this  week. 
The  action  is  “a  great  step  forward”  for 
the  exhibitor  group  which  was  organized 
only  last  fall. 

ITO  has  passed  a resolution  which 
makes  eligible  for  membership  any  theatre 
manager.  Fee  for  such  associate  member- 
ship is  $3  per  year.  Theatre  managers 
thus  have  full  rights  at  all  meetings  and 
may  suggest  methods  and  advise  plans 
but  they  cannot  vote.  Voting  privilege  is 
the  sole  right  of  the  theatre  owner  mem- 
ber of  ITO. 

Danny  Davis,  secretary,  has  been  em- 


Manos  at  Ellwood  City  Is 
Extensively  Remodeled 

Ellwood  City,  Pa. — Manos  Theatre  has 
been  extensively  remodeled  and  modern- 
ized under  plans  designed  by  Bernard 
Buchheit,  district  manager  for  the  Manos 
circuit.  Auditorium  and  lobby  have  been 
improved,  new  carpets  have  been  installed 
as  well  as  new  seats.  Storm  doors  and 
ticket  booth  have  been  moved  up  to  the 
sidewalk  front.  Feature  of  the  exterior 
modernization  is  a new  marquee  with  a 
three-line  board.  Neon  ceiling  with  border 
lamps.  New  front  is  of  modern  glass  con- 
struction. Improvements  cost  more  than 
$20,000. 


lackson  Remodels  Lee 

Bluefield,  Va. — E.  G.  Jackson,  owner- 
manager  of  the  Lee  Theatre  here,  has 
renovated  the  property  at  a cost  of  $12,- 
000.  The  program  included  new  sound  and 
seats,  with  60  feet  added  to  the  depth  of 
the  theatre. 


powered  to  begin  extensive  promotions 
designed  to  raise  money  for  the  next 
legislative  campaign.  He  has  approved 
two  deals  by  which  ITO  receives  an  in- 
come, first,  through  Mr.  Royster  of 
WMMN,  trips  to  the  N.  Y.  World’s  Fair, 
a merchant  campaign  which  costs  noth- 
ing to  the  theatre;  second,  a tieup  with 
“Movie-Cash,”  another  merchant  setup 
whereby  theatres  benefit  without  cost. 


Hi-Yo  Silver! 

SUMMER,  OR  ANY  SEASON 

REPUBLIC 

Your  Boxoffice  Stimulant 

MAN  OF  CONQUEST  ★ GENE  AUTRY 
THREE  MESQUITEERS  ★ ROY  ROGERS 
★ LONE  RANGER  SERIALS  ★ 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  CORP.  OF  PITTSBURGH 

1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  ATlantic  4858 
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ALLEN,  owner  of  the  suburban 
Lincoln  Park  Theatre,  is  getting 
ready  to  move  to  his  summer  home  near 
Leamington,  Ont. 

L.  R.  Bennett  of  Bennett  & Straight, 
Detroit  architects,  is  on  a business  trip  to 
New  York,  returning  in  about  a week. 
Meantime  his  new  home  in  the  Dearborn 
Golf  section  is  being  readied  for  occu- 
pancy. 

Contract  for  the  marquee  on  the  new 
Shafer  Theatre,  west  side  house,  has  been 
let  to  the  Long  Sign  Co. 

Fred  MacMurray,  film  star,  was  of- 
ficially “adopted”  by  the  town  of  Kaleva, 
Mich.,  following  the  role  he  played  in 
“Car  39,”  based  on  a robbery  which  actu- 
ally occurred  in  Kaleva  . . . Richard  Wat- 
son, manager  of  Butterfield’s  Regent 
Theatre  at  Battle  Creek,  is  on  a vacation 
upstate. 

Jack  Berkowitz,  local  franchise  holder 
for  Republic,  bows  out  of  the  picture  be- 
cause of  other  business  interests  in  the 
current  Republic  reorganization,  and  Sam 
Seplowin  remains  as  branch  manager 
here.  „ 

Emil  Beck  says  there  wasn’t  any  con- 
spiracy; just  somebody  got  a phone  call 
mixed  and  called  him  in  Ray  Moon’s  of- 
fice instead — shows  how  friendly  the  op- 
position can  be  these  days  . . . Pearl  M. 
Sprott,  Allied  office  manager,  was  off  to 
Grand  Rapids  for  the  regional  meeting. 

Lou  Wisper  is  going  out  to  watch  them 
pour  the  floor  at  his  new  Harper,  to  open 
about  October  15  . . . Louis  B.  Goodman, 
manager  of  W&W’s  Piccadilly  and  Fenkell, 
is  off  on  vacation,  for  parts  unknown. 

John  W.  Todd,  manager  of  the  Sun 
Booking  Office,  is  back  from  a trip  to 
Springfield,  Ohio  . . . Butterfield  circuit 
and  the  Carley  Amusement  Co.  were  hosts 
to  friends  in  the  trade  for  the  openmg  of 
the  remodeled  Regent  at  Allegan. 

Earl  Hoffman,  booker  at  the  Butterfield 
office,  is  vacationing  in  Minnesota.  Ethel 
Hale,  secretary  to  J.  Ollie  Brooks,  and 
Beryl  <Obie)  O’Bryan,  Butterfield’s  girl 
with  the  miracle  memory  for  voices,  go 
to  northern  Michigan  for  theirs,  on  July  1. 

Sol  Krim  has  a lobby  display  of  William 
B.  Chatman’s  Movie  Com  Club  at  the 
Lasky,  may  start  it  in  the  fall;  Eddie  Pas- 
coe  of  Campau  is  expected  to  do  likewise 
. . . Bill  Schuttenhelm  of  the  Globe  and 
Anthony  Dubiel  of  the  Graystone  have  had 
new  drapes  installed  by  Robert  J.  Mork’s 
company. 

Ashman  Bros,  at  Caro  are  going  ahead 
with  plans  for  construction  on  their  new 
theatre,  the  structure  of  which  was  prac- 
tically destroyed  by  fire  a couple  of 
months  ago. 

Mrs.  Custer  Carland  is  putting  new  stage 
drapes  in  the  Garden  at  Frankfort,  while 
Butterfield  circuit  is  doing  the  same  in 
the  Capitol  at  Lansing  . . . H.  D.  Van 
Sweringen  of  the  Harry  S.  Nichols  office, 
reports  several  bids  now  in  for  acoustical 
jobs  in  Detroit  and  Lansing. 


Joseph  F.  Bruzy,  manager  of  the  Times 
Square,  doubles  as  a certified  public  ac- 
countant, running  his  office  business  days 
and  his  show  at  nights  . . . Plans  are  all 
completed  for  the  new  theatre  which  Max 
Allen  of  the  Lincoln  Park  will  build  in  the 
same  block  with  his  present  house.  Man- 
ager William  Richmond  informs. 

Equipment  of  the  Chandler  Theatre, 
east  side  house,  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Chandler  Theatre  Corp.  to  the  Mellon 
Theatre  Co.;  Joseph  Mellon  is  the  circuit 
operator  . . . John  Tabor,  manager  of  the 
Charidler,  is  looking  forward  to  new  com- 
petition when  the  big  Harper  opens,  a 
block  away,  this  fall. 

Agnes  McDermont  of  Coulter  Premiums, 
is  away  on  a long  vacation  . . . Clark  C. 
Coulter  expects  to  introduce  a new  prem- 
ium deal  in  the  early  fall. 

Saul  Sloan,  builder  of  the  Alpine  and 
other  theatres,  has  formed  the  United  Mo- 
tion Theatres  Co.  Headquarters  are  listed 
at  18025  Wildemere  Avenue  . . . E.V . Smith 
has  been  appointed  sales  representative 
for  RCA  Photophone  in  the  Michigan  area. 

Herb  Brown,  M-G-M  booker,  became 
the  father  of  an  eight  pound  baby  girl  on 
June  22  . . . Sixth  floor  of  the  Film  Build- 
ing is  being  remodeled.  It  might  be  for  the 
new  changes  at  Sam  Seplowin’s  Republic 
Pictures,  but  an  official  statement  is  not 
available  . . . Jack  Ross  is  closing  the  Gar- 
den Theatre  at  Lansing  for  complete'  re- 
modeling. 

Pete  Simon  hasn’t  won  a radio  for  the 
past  month.  What’s  wrong?  . . . Joseph 
Ellul,  busy  changing  the  cast  at  his  Em- 
press, is  installing  air  conditioning  and 
premiums  at  the  Regal. 

Mike  Victor,  popular  owner  of  the  Astor, 
is  a staunch  advocate  of  the  great  open 
spaces.  Fred  Johnson  and  Sam  Mitchell 
are  convalescing,  the  former  from  an 
operation  . . . Theatrical  Post,  American 
Legion,  will  hold  no  more  meetings  till 
September,  Commander  Max  Kolin  says. 

The  Jack  Douglas  Agency  is  rapidly 
being  organized.  Bill  Carlson  is  tying  up 
his  poster  line  with  Douglas  . . . Fred  J. 
Ireland,  who  used  to  produce  shows  at 
Charles  Muiiz’s  Grand  Riviera,  and  is 
father-in-law  of  Booking  Agent  Lionel 
Kaye,  died  June  22. 

Chuck  Stubbs,  Detroit  youngster  who 
was  “Bob”  in  “Boys  Town,”  is  back  here 


Variety  Sponsors 
17  Teams 

Cleveland  — The  Variety  Post  of 
Cleveland  is  doing  its  bit  to  make  life 
happier  for  the  boys  of  Cleveland  by 
sponsoring  17  sandlot  baseball  teams. 
The  Post  furnishes  each  team  with 
playing  equipment,  as  well  as  with 
sweaters  and  caps.  Commander  How- 
ard Roth  is  kept  busy  commuting  from 
one  gome  to  the  other. 


for  a visit  with  his  mother  . . . Eddie 
Jacobson,  manager  of  the  Rainbow,  had 
his  big  Belle  Isle  party  Monday  for  300 
boys,  with  Mayor  Reading  greeting  them 
at  the  City  Hall. 

Leslie  G.  Larkin,  theatrical  architect,  is 
preparing  plans  for  a new  1,000-seaf 
house  in  Lincoln  Park  for  Max  Allen,  to  be 
started  in  the  fall.  Allen  has  just  signed 
a new  \%-year  lease  on  the  Lincoln  Park, 
in  the  same  block. 

Variety  clubrooms  were  the  central 
gathering  place  of  local  fight  fans  Wed- 
nesday night  for  broadcasts  of  the  Louis- 
Galento  event  . . . Bob  Posher  should  have 
some  new  fight  films  now. 

Ed  Kirchner  leaves  off  his  vest  in  hot 
weather — and  leaves  all  his  notes  at  home 
as  the  result  . . . Irving  Belinsky  is  re- 
covering from  pleurisy. 

Bernard  Brooks  has  booked  “Softball” — 
Pete  Simon’s  own  production  for  his 
President.  Picture  was  screened  at  nearby 
Mack  Ball  Park,  and  the  sponsor,  Briggs 
Bodies,  is  passing  out  handbills  and  de- 
voting special  advertising  to  the  run. 

Nat  Levy,  James  Sharkey  and  Milton 
Cohen  of  the  RKO  office,  were  among  the 
New  York  conventioneers  . . . Herb  Grif- 
fin, president  of  International  Projector 
Corp.,  has  been  visiting  with  W.  J.  Turn- 
bull,  National  Theatre  Supply  manager 
. . . Max  Blumenthal,  after  riding  a bi- 
cycle, disappeared  for  two  days  to  con- 
valesce. 

Fishing  season  opened  Sunday,  and, 
among  those  going  up  to  the  Au  Sable, 
were  Frank  Wetsman,  W.  J.  Turnbull, 
Clarence  Williamson,  and  Hal  Burriss  ... 
Jacob  Boodman  of  Film  Cleaning  Service, 
is  back  after  four  weeks’  illness  with  sinus 
in  Dearborn  Veterans’  Hospital  . . . Bill 
Flemion  is  back,  after  a business  trip  to 
Saginaw  and  Bay  City.  j 

Lloyd  Hammond  has  returned  to  “the 
old  days,”  producing  a short  a week  now 
. . . Walter  Goryl,  RKO  booker,  denies 
those  reports  that  he  is  contemplating 
matrimony  . . . Ben  Zimmer  is  new  as- 
sistant booker  at  United  Artists,  coming 
from  a house  manager’s  post  with  Asso- 
ciated Theatres  . . . Harlan  Starr,  Jack  j 
Susami  and  Sam  Merson  took  in  the  I 
Tigers’  night  game  at  Cleveland.  [ 

Max  Bluegrind  of  Film  Drugs,  sprained  [| 
his  left  wrist  in  a fall  from  a horse  ...  ; 

A1  Champaign,  20th-Fox  booker,  is  trout 
fishing  up  north  . . . Art  Knapp  was  re- 
ported quite  ill  with  a cold. 

Film  Exchange  ball  team  won  two 
games  two  days  in  a row  over  Burroughs  j 
Adding  Machines,  8-3,  and  over  Bengal 
Athletic  Club,  8-1.  Syd  Bowman,  UA 
booker,  was  umpire  for  the  second.  Dave  \ 
Kaplan  pitched  both  games.  Earl  England  \ 
of  M-G-M  was  star,  playing  third  ...  An  i 
Old  Timers’  Team  is  being  organized  to 
play  the  youngsters  sometime  next  month. 

Ambrose  Fitzgerald,  supervisor  of  check- 
ers for  M-G-M,  has  returned  from  two 
weeks’  fishing  upstate,  and  is  off  upstate 
on  business  again. 
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THE  Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

installed  projection-room  equipment 
and  seats  for  the  new  Gray  Theatre  at 
Grayson,  Ky.,  owned  by  the  Gray  Thea- 
tre Corp.,  which  is  headed  by  W.  R. 
Schaefer  and  William  J.  Sample  . . . 
Sound  equipment  has  been  overhauled  at 
A.  R.  Breeder’s  Midway  Theatre  at  Mid- 
way, Ky.  The  Lyric  at  Beattyville,  Ky.,  is 
sporting  new  carpeting.  The  manager 
there  is  M.  C.  Hughes. 

The  Palace  Theatre  at  Sebree,  Ky.,  for- 
merly oumed  by  Ras  Bivins,  who  oper- 
ated that  house  and  one  at  Calhoun,  Ky., 
has  been  reopened  by  C.  B.  Seale.  Bivins 
found  it  a bit  too  difficult  to  commute  . . . 
The  local  Palace,  07ie  of  three  Louisville 
Negro  theatres  owned  by  the  Williston 
interests,  has  been  ordered  to  come  down- 
It  is  situated  in  an  area  marked  for  a 
government  slum-clearance  project. 

“Double-A”  Daugherty,  film  critic  for 
the  Louisville  Times,  displayed  a picture  of 
his  first-born,  two  months  old,  to  an 
associate  who  remarked  that  the  infant 
had  the  keen  eye  of  a critic  and  that  no 
picture’s  reputation  would  be  safe  in  her 
hands  when  she  grew  up.  “Nixie,”  replied 
Daddy  Daugherty.  “I’ve  had  her  inocu- 
lated with  ground-up  films.  She’ll  never 
go  to  see  one  as  long  as  she  lives.” 

It’s  a boy  at  the  F.  Shirley  Wilcoxes — 
born  June  25.  Wilcox  is  manager  of  the 
Grand  and  Indiana  theatres  at  New  Al- 
bany, Louisville’s  Hoosier  neighbor  across 
the  Ohio.  It’s  their  second  child,  and 
second  son  . . . The  Switows’  Riviera  at 
Anderson,  Ind.,  is  getting  a new  air-condi- 
tioning system  . . . The  boxoffice  depres- 
sion is  still  with  the  Row  in  Louisville,  al- 
though there  has  been  some  pickup  over 
the  situation  as  it  stood  two  weeks  ago. 

Beginning  July  3,  the  Row  will  have  to 
compete  with  summer  opera.  Six  shows 
are  billed  for  Louisville’s  new  outdoor 
showhouse,  Iroquois  Amphitheatre,  the 
last  one  going  on  August  12  ...  A new 
air-washing  system  has  been  installed  at 
the  Alhambra  Theatre  at  Rockport,  Ind., 
managed  by  H.  L.  Hargis.  The  Towers 
Theatre,  Louisville,  of  the  Fourth  Avenue 
Amusement  Co.  chain,  has  some  new  lobby 
flooring. 

After  the  town’s  famous  “tower  tree,”  a 
real  tree  growing  out  of  a steeple,  Walt 
Easley,  owner  of  a theatre  building  at 
Greensburg,  Ind.,  plans  to  name  the  place 
the  Tree  Theatre.  Paul  Lindley,  operator 
of  the  Orleans  Theatre  at  Orleans,  Ind., 
is  going  in  for  improvements — a new  mar- 
quee, new  front  and  renovation  inside  . . . 
A new  lOO-seat  theatre  is  scheduled  for 
erection  at  Huntingburg,  Ind.,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $30,000. 


Outfits  Fair  Exhibits 
Allentown,  Pa.  — Forty-eight  units, 
comprising  steel  curtain  tracks  and  auto- 
matic curtain  machines,  were  installed  at 
exhibits  at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  by 
Automatic  Devices  Co. 


Dannenberg's  Condition 
Is  Reported  as  'Fair 

Cleveland  — The  condition  of  Sidney 
Dannenberg,  in  charge  of  Warner  public- 
ity in  this  zone,  who  is  at  Glenville  Hos- 
pital where  he  was  taken  after  being  found 
at  his  home  with  self-inflicted  slashes  on 
both  wrists,  on  Monday  morning  was  re- 
ported as  “fair.” 

Dannenberg  has  been  in  poor  health 
since  last  fall  when  he  suffered  a nervous 
breakdown. 


New  Fight  Films 

Pittsburgh — An  unusual  fight  picture 
attraction  is  expected  in  the  title  meeting 
of  Joe  Louis  and  Tony  Galento,  which  will 
be  distributed  in  the  local  territory  by 
Irving  Dietz  and  George  B.  Josack.  The 
former  was  in  New  York  to  witness  the 
event  and  was  expected  to  return  here  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week.  Dietz  and 
Josack  have  handled  all  fight  pictures 
here  for  a number  of  years. 


Improvements  at  Palace 

Lancaster,  Ohio — The  Palace  here  has 
installed  new  equipment  at  a cost  of  $2,- 
500.  Among  improvements  were  mechani- 
cal additions  to  the  cooling  system. 


"Bookies"  for  Prindle 

Hollywood — “The  Day  the  Bookies 
Wept,”  next  Joe  Penner  comedy  for  RKO, 
will  be  whipped  into  screen  form  by  Don 
Prindle. 


CINCINNATI 

(Continued  from  page  49) 

River.  According  to  Columbia’s  Charles 
Palmer,  all  exhibitors  and  film  folk  are 
invited  to  drop  in  for  a weekend. 

Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  general  manager 
RKO  Theatres,  is  vacationing  in  California. 

Followiiig  their  recent  busmess  meeting. 
Queen  City  Variety  Club  announced  an  at- 
tractive calendar  of  entertainments  for 
members  and  friends.  The  annual  club 
picnic  has  been  set  for  July  with  Harris 
Dudelson,  UA  manager,  chairman.  RKO 
Theatres’  Joe  Goetz  is  chairman  of  the 
annual  golf  tournament,  tentatively  set  for 
August  15,  and  Harry  Hartman,  chairman 
for  the  wrestling  and  boxvig  exhibition  for 
the  belief  it  of  St.  Mary’s  Milk  Fund,  in  Sep- 
tember. Explicit  dates  will  be  forthcoming 
in  Boxoffice. 

Mrs.  Nina  Sisson  resigned  from  M-G-M 
personnel  to  marry  M-G-M’s  H.  J.  Sheeran, 
city  salesman  and  former  office  manager, 
culminating  an  office  romance.  Mrs.  Sis- 
son, who  was  secretary  to  W.  J.  Devaney, 
is  being  replaced  by  Estelle  Schilferth. 

J.  E.  Watson,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  left 
for  a 1,150  mile  trek  in  the  wilds  of  Can- 
ada, on  a fishing  expedition  near  Kenora. 

Poster  Lane  was  here  from  Williams- 
burg, Ky.  Also  Rupert  McNeely,  Baltimore, 
Ohio;  H.  Cannon,  Hurricane,  W.  Va.,  and 
Paul  Russel,  Somerset  . . . E.  C.  “Si”  Stew- 
art announces  excellent  sales  on  Grand 
National’s  new  product. 


JN  THIS  day  of  double  features  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  the  Ohio’s  open- 
ing day  with  latest  “Tarzan”  picture 
played  to  largest  matinee  crowd  in  over  a 
year.  And  the  week  was  better  than  any- 
thing since  September.  The  Ohio  is  only 
a single  bill  house  in  Columbus. 

That  was  a generous  move  on  part  of 
RKO  in  doubling  up  so  as  to  take  care  of 
the  closed  Majestic’s  employes  . . . Martin 
G.  Smith,  Toledo,  president  of  the  Ohio 
ITO,  was  in  town  for  P.  J.  Wood  jr.’s  mar- 
riage. 

The  Olentangy,  the  Piccadilly  under  Bill 
Chesbrough  management,  has  been  closed 
for  extensive  alterations,  and  will  reopen 
late  in  the  month.  The  house  is  the  latest 
addition  to  the  Virgil  Jackson-John  Mur- 
phy chain  of  neighborhoods.  With  the 
opening  of  the  new  house  three  promo- 
tions are  in  order  for  managers:  Leonard 
Ellis  of  the  Uptown  staff  goes  to  the 
Goodale;  Rollie  Flemen,  Goodale  manager, 
moves  to  the  Wilmar,  and  Arch  McCleese, 
Wilmar  manager,  takes  over  the  Olen- 
tangy. 

Bert  Stern,  UA  division  manager,  and 
Harris  Dudelson,  manager  of  Cineinnati 
exchange,  were  business  visitors  last  week. 
Jim  Hendle,  formerly  UA  salesman  out  of 
Toledo,  is  now  in  this  territory.  He  replaces 
George  Jefferies,  now  with  Universal  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.  . . . Congratulations  to  John 
and  Marian  Frye  (he’s  the  RKO  trea- 
surer) who  are  celebrating  four  years  of 
married  life  . . . C.  Harry  Schreiber,  local 
RKO  chief,  was  a visitor  on  Cincinnati’s 
Filmrow  the  first  of  the  week. 

A1  Sugarman,  RKO  Radio  salesman  in 
the  territory,  has  just  returned  from  the 
New  York  convention  . . . Tom  Emerson’s 
Mountaineers  of  motion  picture  fame 
played  July  1-2  at  Knickerbocker  . . . The 
local  RKO  ball  team  travels  to  Cleveland, 
Sunday,  for  an  encounter  with  the  lake 
city  RKO  nine,  and  we  will  give  you  odds 
on  the  lakeside  boys!  . . . Ralph  Mc- 
Combbs,  formerly  of  The  Citizen  dramatic 
staff,  will  join  the  Philadelphia  orchestra 
as  p.  a.  on  August  15  . . . Mrs.  E.  Caplane, 
mother  of  the  Palace’s  assistant  manager, 
spent  the  week  in  town — her  first  trip  to 
the  Capitol  City.  Quote  us:  “She’s  O.  K.l” 

John  Hardgrove,  Loew’s  Ohio  assistant 
manager,  will  swing  through  Loew’s,  Inc., 
western  division  (Pittsburgh  to  Kansas 
City)  for  te7i  weeks  this  summer  as  relief 
ma7iager  in  the  scattered  situations.  He  is 
now  at  Loew’s  Broad  here  while  Clinton 
George  Wander,  manager,  honeymooris  in 
New  York  and  eiivirons. 


“Will"  to  Hanline 

Hollywood — “Where  There’s  a Will” 
will  be  scripted  for  Warner  by  Matu’ice 
Hanline. 


\ BOOKING  SERVICE  f 
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. 919  Fox  Bids:. — CH.  1890— Detroit  k 

I Make  this  your  Detroit  Headquarters  I 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  1,  1939 


53 


No  Foothold  Here 


Pittsburgh — A picket  carrying  a sign 
“This  Picture  Is  Unfair  to  Hitler”  pa- 
raded in  front  of  a neighborhood  theatre 
playing  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.”  It 
was  a gag  prepared  by  the  exhibitor,  but 
it  “backfired”  when  an  angry  mob  threat- 
ened to  take  the  picket  for  a ride. 

Although  the  stunt  attracted  a crowd 
in  front  of  the  theatre,  the  exhibitor  found 
it  necessary  to  confess  that  it  was  a gag 
and  to  take  the  picket  off  the  sidewalk. 
In  addition  to  the  mob,  which  threatened 
the  picket,  there  were  several  later  kick- 
backs.  City  and  county  detectives  arrived 
too  late  to  take  a hand.  Meanwhile  an 
American  service  organization  had  phoned 
leaders  of  the  county  to  meet  that  even- 
ing in  front  of  the  theatre  “where  a Nazi 
was  picketing.”  When  revealed  that  it  was 
a gag,  the  meeting  was  called  off. 


Pitt  Variety  GoH  Meet 
At  Wildwood  July  14 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club’s  annual  golf 
tournament  has  been  arranged  for  Wild- 
wood Country  Club.  Friday  afternoon,  July 
14,  Arthur  H.  Levy,  general  chairman,  an- 
nounces. A record  crowd  is  expected  to 
tee-off  in  the  18-hole  tourney. 

For  those  not  engaging  in  the  golf  game, 
there  will  be  other  sports,  including  swim- 
ming. In  the  evening  there  will  be  a 
dinner- dance. 

Assisting  Levy  will  be  Burtus  Bishop  jr., 
in  charge  of  tickets;  Joe  Hiller,  entertain- 
ment; Steve  Cox  and  Bob  Bassett,  prizes; 
Harry  Kramer,  dinner,  and  Art  Rooney, 
handicap.  Mrs.  L.  J.  Katz  is  in  charge  of 
ladies’  activities. 


Auditorium  for  United 

Pittsburgh  — Plum  Creek  Valley 
Women’s  Club  has  completed  plans  for 
the  erection  of  a $20,000  auditorium  at 
Center  Road.  Unity,  Pa.  There  will  be 
a stage  and  450  seats.  Mrs.  F.  L.  Ander- 
son is  chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee. 


Pettit  Remodeling  Best 

Kanawaha  City,  W.  Va. — The  Best  The- 
atre is  being  remodeled  throughout.  A 
new  air-conditioning  unit  and  380  new 
upholstered  seats  are  being  installed.  The 
house  is  managed  by  George  Pettit. 


Lift  Shirley's  Face 

Covington,  Ky. — A new  front  of  marble 
and  terra  cotta  is  being  installed  at  the 
Shirley  Theatre  here  by  Nick  Shafer.  A 
new  V-type  marquee.  Neon-lighted,  is 
among  other  additions. 


Stag  Party  in  Akron 

Akron  — Independent  Theatre  Owners 
of  Akron  held  their  annual  stag  party  last 
Monday  at  the  Elks  Club. 


Hayes  Remodels  at  Linesville 
Linesville,  Pa. — Regent  Theatre  is  be- 
ing remodeled  for  Holis  L.  Hayes. 


Sludio  Employmeni 
Index  in  a Rise 


Hollywood — Filmdom’s  labor  index  is 
rising  with  hundreds  of  craftsmen  working 
overtime  to  meet  the  July  15  starting  date 
set  by  Charlie  Chaplin  for  the  production 
of  “The  Dictators.”  At  RKO,  preparations 
for  “The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame”  and 
other  films  of  comparably  large  budgets 
have  forced  the  studio  to  double  its  art 
department  personnel  and  to  move  into 
larger  quarters. 

Paramount  has  sent  Walter  Bradford  to 
Miami  to  handle  exploitation  on  “Gulli- 
ver’s Travels,”  feature-length  cartoon  Max 
Fleischer  is  producing  there.  Don  As- 
baugh  has  joined  Paramount’s  publicity 
department  as  a writer.  All  scripters, 
Lenore  Coffee,  Courtland  Fitzsimmons, 
Lillie  Hayward,  Louis  S.  Kaye,  Julien 
Josephson  and  Allen  Rivkin,  have  checked 
out,  and  Lewis  Foster,  Irene  Kuhn,  Zion 
Meyers  and  Frank  Partos  have  been  added 
to  the  department. 

Richard  Halliday  reports  to  Paramount, 
July  5,  as  story  department  head.  Richard 
Mealan  succeeds  him  as  eastern  story 
editor. 

At  Metro.  Louis  K.  Sidney  has  joined 
the  Mervyn  LeRoy  unit  as  associate  pro- 
ducer, with  his  first  assignment  “Zieg- 
feld  Follies.” 

Ben  Holmes,  formerly  a scenarist-direc- 
tor at  RKO,  has  rejoined  that  studio  as  a 
writer  and  he  is  now  screen  treating  “The 
Saint’s  Double  Ti’ouble.” 

Henry  Henigson,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Myron  Selznick 
agency,  has  resigned,  effective  imme- 
diately. 

Upsurge  in  Production 
Activity  Sustained 

Hollywood — With  47  in  work  and  an- 
other seven  set  for  immediate  starts, 
major  studios  have  taken  another  sub- 
stantial jump  in  production  activity. 

Columbia  gunned  “The  Five  Little  Pep- 
pers and  How  They  Grew”  and,  after  a 
week’s  delay,  “The  Man  They  Couldn’t 
Hang,”  but  sent  “Golden  Boy”  into  the 
cutting  room,  thus  totaling  three  in  work. 
Metro  registers  ten,  having  finished 
“Miracles  for  Sale”  and  listing  no  new 
starters.  Monogram  has  but  one,  “The 
Girl  From  Rio,”  in  work. 

Paramount  hit  a high  mark  of  ten  by 
launching  “Seventeen”  and  “Our  Neigh- 
bors— the  Carters,”  while  Producer-Direc- 
tor Frank  Lloyd  wound  up  filming  on 
“Ruler  of  the  Seas.”  RKO  Radio  launched 
“Conspiracy”  and  finished  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell”  to  hold  even  with  a five-picture 
total.  Republic  has  two  features  and  a 
serial  in  work. 

“Drums  Along  the  Mohawk”  went  into 
production  at  20th  Century-Fox,  the  same 
studio  finishing  “The  Rains  Came”  to 
maintain  a six-picture  pace.  Hal  Roach 
finished  “A  Chump  at  Oxford”  for  United 
Artists,  with  UA  reporting  four  films  in 
work  among  its  various  producers.  “The 
Eyes  of  Scotland  Yard”  hit  the  starting 
line  at  Universal,  the  plant  totaling  a ca- 
pacity of  eight  films  in  production. 


Surprise  Wedding 


Pittsburgh  — You  cannot  tell  about 
these  bachelors. 

M.  S.  England,  who  was  considered  a 
confirmed  bachelor,  took  the  vows  Sunday 
evening  at  a quiet  marriage  ceremony, 
joining  Miriam  Kean  of  Philadelphia  in 
the  holy  rites.  Plans  for  the  wedding,  in- 
cluding publication  of  application  for  li- 
cense, were  kept  quiet. 

Mort  introduced  Mrs.  England  at  his 
office  on  Filmrow  Monday  afternoon. 

We  join  the  many  friends  of  the  groom 
in  extending  best  wishes  to  the  couple. 


Englands  Move 

Pittsburgh — Mort  and  Art  England, 
local  exhibitors  and  distributors  of  Bank 
Night,  theatre  premiums  and  special  film 
subjects,  are  removing  their  headquar- 
ters from  the  Morrone-Monogram  build- 
ing to  the  Van  building,  425  Van  Braam 
street,  at  the  Blvd.  of  the  Allies.  The 
new  larger  offices  of  the  England  broth- 
ers were  formerly  occupied  by  the  MPTO. 


Change  at  Cleariield 

Clearfield,  Pa. — The  new  Roxy  Theatre, 
opened  last  year  by  Tony  Colose,  has  been 
taken  under  the  wing  of  the  Vernon  F. 
Scott-Ideal  Amusement  Co.  Service  con- 
tracts are  being  signed  by  George  Gart- 
land,  a Scott  associate  at  Johnstown. 
Colose  had  found  it  difficult  to  negotiate 
for  sufficient  product,  and  his  exit  from 
theatre  management  had  been  antici- 
pated. 


Reopen  at  New  Castle 

New  Castle,  Pa. — The  Victor  Theatre 
was  reopened  after  a two-week  shutdown 
during  which  time  the  house  was  reno- 
vated and  remodeled.  Auditorium  was 
newly  decorated  and  new  lighting  system 
installed.  Front  was  decorated  and  new 
frames  placed.  David  Victor  planned  the 
modernization  for  his  theatre. 


Opening  in  Latonia 

Latonia,  Ky. — The  New  Kentucky  Thea- 
tre, built  here  by  Louis  Wiethe  at  a cost 
of  $100,000,  is  to  open  July  1.  Wiethe  also 
operates  the  Latonia  here  and  the  Bond 
Hill  in  Cincinnati. 


"Golden  Gloves"  Story 

Hollywood — Colony  Pictures,  an  inde- 
pendent imit,  has  purchased  screen  rights 
to  “Golden  Gloves,”  a story  by  Don  O’Mul- 
lally  and  Brandon  Wood  dealing  with  the 
organization  of  amateur  pugilism. 


Neaman  Buys  Natrona  House 

Pittsburgh  — Sam  Neaman,  who  has 
operated  the  Roxy  Theatre,  Natrona,  for 
six  years,  has  purchased  the  building. 


Extends  Martha  Raye 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  extended 
Martha  Raye.  She  is  currently  in  “$1,000  a 
Touchdown.” 
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RKO's  Crew  From  the  Hub — 

Bostonians  assembled  at  the  Penn  station,  en  route  to  Rye,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
RKO  sales  convention  held  there,  include  Harry  F.  Goldstein,  Jack  Schmit- 
zer,  home  office  representatives ; Carma  L.  DeVizia,  Joseph  P.  Smith.  Melville 
M.  Ames,  Ross  Cropper,  branch  manager;  J.  H.  MacIntyre,  northeastern 
district  manager;  Mr.  Downing,  William  H.  Gardiner,  Cyril  F.  McGerigle. 


Festive  Opening  for 
Avon  af  Stamford 

Stamford,  Conn. — Long  to  be  remem- 
bered for  the  beauty  and  impressiveness 
of  the  theatre  and  the  festivity  of  the 
occasion,  the  730-seat  Avon  had  its  offi- 
cial opening  last  week  to  a full  and  ad- 
miring house.  Approach  to  the  theatre 
was  heralded  by  large  street  banners  hung 
by  the  Bedford  Ass’n  of  Merchants,  wel- 
coming the  new  theatre  to  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  other  signs  of  cooperative  con- 
tests, etc.,  which  expressed  the  goodwill  of 
the  entire  sector. 

Sam  Weiss  was  assisted  by  Herald  Eskin 
and  other  hosts  and  hostesses  in  greeting 
patrons  and  guests  from  the  trade.  After 
viewing  the  theatre,  visitors  were  invited 
to  adjourn  to  the  Women’s  Club  nearby 
for  refreshments  and  dancing. 

Among  the  1,000  or  more  guests  at  the 
party  were  Stamford’s  Mayor  Ward  and 
other  city  notables;  many  film  men  from 
New  York  and  Connecticut,  including  A1 
Herman,  Universal  district  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Herman;  I.  J.  Hoffman,  Warner  The- 
atre New  Haven  zone  head,  and  Mrs.  Hoff- 
man; B.  E.  and  Maxwell  Hoffman,  Warner 
Theatre  executives;  A1  Gottesman  and 
William  Yoost,  New  York;  Sam  Weinberg, 
Port  Chester;  I.  Hohauser,  the  Avon  ar- 
chitect of  New  York;  Martin  Kornbluth, 
American  Seating;  William  Hutchins,  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply,  New  Haven  branch, 
who  supervised  the  installation  of  booth 
equipment;  Mary  Vuono,  well-known  figure 
in  Stamford  theatre  operation;  Si  O’Toole, 
Warner  theatre  department,  and  Mrs. 
O’Toole;  Larry  Germaine,  Warner;  Lester 
Tobias,  Tobias  Premiums,  New  York;  M.  J. 
Schwartzman,  Quality  Premiums,  Philadel- 
phia; Ed  Side,  Lobby  Display  Co.,  New 
York;  Chick  Rosen,  New  York;  A.  M.  Schu- 
man.  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport;  George  Com- 
den,  Pine  Arts,  Westport,  and  Mrs.  Com- 
den;  Ben  Simon,  20th-Pox  manager; 
Thomas  Donaldson,  Metro  manager;  John 
Pavone,  Warner  manager;  Morris  Joseph, 
Universal  manager;  Lou  Wechsler,  United 
Artists  manager;  T.  O’Toole,  Columbia 
manager;  I.  Levine,  Grand  National  man- 
ager; Sam  Rosen,  Rosen  Film  Delivery; 
George  Weber,  Metro  checking  supervisor; 
Sam  Germaine,  20th-Fox  booking  mana- 
ger; Sid  Swirsky,  Columbia  booker;  Lew 
Ginsburg,  UA  salesman;  Charles  Lazarus 
and  Phil  Gravitz,  Metro  bookers;  Alexan- 
der Hamilton,  manager  Empress,  South 
Norwalk;  Sam  Hadelman,  Capitol,  Bridge- 
port; Jeanette  Berliner,  Grand  National 
booker;  Milton  Hyams  and  Morton  Katz, 
Metro  salesmen;  William  Vuono,  manager 
Palace,  Stamford;  William  Michaelson, 
manager  Plaza,  Stamford;  Frank  Mullen, 
Metro  office  manager;  Angelo  Lombardi, 
Warner  booker. 

Weiss  Amusement,  which  operates  the 
new  first  run,  also  runs  the  Stamford,  a 
downtown  first  run.  The  house  will  be  a 
single  feature  “class”  theatre,  with  ad- 
mission at  40  cents,  and  one-third  the 
seats  reserved  at  65  cents. 


Writers  to  Metro 

Hollywood — Robert  Duscoe  and  Owen 
Atkinson  have  joined  the  Metro  writing 
department  on  term  deals. 


Connecticut  House  Passes 
Police  Protection  Bill 

Hartford,  Conn. — Following  the  usual 
last-minute  rush  of  action  during  the  clos- 
ing days  of  the  state  legislature,  exhibi- 
tors discovered  belatedly  that  a bill  had 
passed  both  houses  authorizing  the  chief 
of  police  to  determine  and  furnish  all 
necessary  police  protection  at  public  places 
of  amusement  or  exhibitions  or  contests 
of  any  kind,  at  the  cost  of  the  operator. 
The  bill,  H.  B.  1624,  awaits  the  signature 
of  the  governor  to  become  law.  No  public 
hearing  was  held  on  the  bill,  it  being 
merely  reported  through  Alcorn  of  Suf- 
field,  chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee, 
that  the  bill  ought  to  pass.  The  act  reads: 

“When  police  protection  shall  be  neces- 
sary or  required  at  any  boxing  bout  or 
wrestling  match,  place  of  public  amuse- 
ment, sport  contest,  or  hockey,  baseball 
or  basketball  game  or  any  other  exhibition, 
or  contest,  which  is  being  held  or  is  to  be 
held  in  any  municipality  having  an  or- 
ganized or  paid  police  department  the 
amount  of  such  protection  necessary  shall 
be  determined  and  shall  be  furnished  by 
the  chief  or  superintendent  of  such  po- 
lice department  and  such  protection  shall 
be  paid  for  by  the  person  or  persons 
operating,  conducting  or  promoting  such 
game,  exhibition  or  contest.  Nothing  in 
this  act  shall  affect  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  department  of  state  police.” 


Improvement  Program  at 
Colonial  in  Rochester 

Rochester,  N.  H. — Extensive  alterations 
have  been  started  at  the  Colonial  here, 
operated  by  the  Interstate  organization. 
The  company  recently  completed  $50,000 
worth  of  improvements  on  the  Scenic  here. 

At  the  Colonial,  according  to  Manager 
William  J.  Stanton,  a new  ventilating  sys- 
tem and  motor  generator  are  being  in- 
stalled and  the  front  is  being  remodeled. 

There  will  be  no  interruption  in  pro- 
grams as  a side  entrance  is  being  used  by 
patrons  until  the  new  front  is  completed. 


Move  Againsl  High 
Rentals  in  Oiling 

New  Haven — A significant  announce- 
ment concerning  an  active  campaign 
against  allegedly  high  rentals  is  expected 
shortly  as  a result  of  one  of  the  largest 
independent  exhibitor  rallies  in  many 
years,  that  was  held  here  earlier  in  the 
week.  The  MPTO  and  Allied  units  were 
represented. 

The  meeting,  the  first  to  be  held  in  sev- 
eral months  in  this  territory,  was  called 
by  a committee  of  six  leading  showmen 
to  discuss  business  conditions  and  film 
rentals. 


All-Industry  Outing  Is 
Planned  tor  August  15 

Boston — One  of  the  biggest  film  trade 
outings  ever  staged  in  New  England  is  now 
being  planned  by  a committee  representing 
the  Cinema  Club,  Salesmen’s  Club,  Friars 
Club,  Lieut.  A.  Vernon  Macauley  Post 
(American  Legion),  and  the  operators’, 
stage  hands’,  film  employes’  and  front 
house  theatrical  employes’  unions. 

August  15  is  the  date  set  for  the  event, 
although  the  place  has  not  been  determined 
as  yet.  Last  year  a similar  outing  drew 
around  500  film  folk. 

Major  Pat  Healey  of  the  Massachusetts 
department  of  public  safety  heads  the  com- 
mittee, which  includes:  Bill  Cuddy  (RKO 
exchange),  Steve  Broidy  (Monogram  Pic- 
tures), Jim  Burke  (operators’  rmion),  and 
Jack  Granara  of  Keith  Theatres  and  Har- 
ry Browning  of  M&P  (both  handling  pub- 
licity) . 


Pineland  Ventilating 

Centre  Ossipee,  N.  H. — Pineland  Hall, 
local  theatre  operated  by  Ansel  B.  San- 
born, speaker  of  the  house  in  the  legisla- 
ture, has  installed  a ventilating  system. 
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^HE  long-discussed  testimonial  to  George 
Wilkinson,  operator  of  the  Wilkinson 
Theatre,  Wallingford,  has  been  tentatively 
scheduled  for  July  11  at  Racebrook  Coun- 
try Club.  A luncheon  party  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  some  friendly  competition  on  the 
golf  course.  At  an  arrangements  meet- 
ing, Barney  Pitkin,  manager  of  RKO,  was 
appointed  chairman,  assisted  by  Thomas 
J.  Donaldson,  Metro  manager:  Ben  Simon, 
20th-Fox:  John  Pavone,  Warner:  Edward 
Ruff,  Paramount:  Lou  Wechsler,  United 
Artists:  Morris  Joseph,  Universal:  T. 
O’Toole,  Columbia:  Philip  Sherman,  Mono- 
gram: George  Rabinowitz,  Repu’alic:  I. 
Levine,  Grand  National:  Irving  C.  Jacocks 
jr.  of  the  Branford  Theatre:  and  Sam 
Rosen,  Rosen  Film  Delivery  and  Lake- 
ville and  Winsted  theatres.  Save  the  day! 

Oscar  Haiisner  of  New  York  was  a Mead- 
ow St.  shopper  this  week  for  the  Broad- 
brook  Theatre,  which  he  reports  he  will 
reopen  June  30.  The  house  is  owned  and 
teas  formerly  operated  by  Lainperts  of  the 
“borscht”  circuit  . . . Nathan  Lamport 
made  his  first  visit  to  the  film  district  in 
many  a month  . . . The  suburban  operator 
is  still  on  crutches  as  a result  of  an  auto 
accident  about  eight  months  ago  . . . Joe 
Markov,  who  keeps  a watchful  eye  on  the 
Lamport  Colchester,  East  Hampton  and 
Moodus  houses,  is  an  expectant  father  . . . 
The  plans  are  set  for  a 500-seat  Windsor 
house  in  the  center  of  the  town,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Lamport  theatre  on  the  out- 
skirts, the  picture  complicated  by  a Hart- 
ford exhib  who  also  planned  to  build  in  the 
town. 

Newest  and  most  elaborate  non-theatrical 
in  the  state  is  Connecticut  College  Palmer 
Memorial  Auditorium  in  New  London,  with 
1,375  seats,  equipped  with  new  projectors 
and  sound. 

Evelyn  Gerstein,  personal  studio  repre- 
sentative of  Samuel  Goldvryn,  made  a visit 
to  the  Loew-Poli  division  office  on  “They 
Shall  Have  Music,”  coming  UA  release. 
Bob  Russell  arranged  a WELI  broadcast, 
and  Miss  Gerstein  interviewed  members 
of  the  press  and  educators.  Miss  Gerstein 
gave  a New  York  University  extension 
course  in  film  appreciation  here  last  year. 

Bill  Canelli  was  one  of  the  four  sales- 
men to  receive  cash  prizes  and  gold  buttons 
at  the  RKO  convention  for  having  sold 
100  per  cent  of  their  sales  possibilities 
during  1938-39. 

Griswold  High  School,  which  has  tem- 
porarily housed  Finn’s  Theatre.  Jewett 
City,  since  the  hurricane,  will  itself  be 
closed  now  by  Harry  Barnett.  The  hurri- 
cane blew  off  the  auditorium’s  ventilating 
system,  which  has  not  beeri  replaced.  Mean- 
time the  new  700-seat  Jewett  City  theatre, 
in  the  process  of  construction,  will  be  ready 
for  operation  on  Labor  Day. 

The  steel  work  of  the  new  700-seater  in 
Thomaston  is  already  complete,  and  Robert 
Schwartz  also  has  a tentative  Labor  Day 
opening  date  . . . Ditto  for  Michael  Cas- 
cioli’s  new  Forest  Theatre,  in  the  Ailing- 
town  sector-  of  West  Haven. 

Features  of  the  new  Avon,  Stamford, 
which  contribute  to  the  unusual  impression 


made  on  all  comers:  Elegant  simplicity  of 
its  brick  and  white-columned,  no  marquee, 
exterior  . . . hand-pamted  panels  of  co- 
lonial scenes  in  lobby  and  interior,  fault- 
less acoustics,  brightness  of  interior,  faith- 
fulness to  colonial  detail,  down  to  carpets, 
mats  and  white  lace  boxoffice  and  lobby 
curtains  . . . comfortable  colorful  seats. 
The  openings  on  June  15  and  22  were  both 
sellouts. 

Tom  Farrell,  Metro  booker  down  from 
Boston  with  Mrs.  Farrell  and  Tommy  jr., 
visited  with  Charlie  Lazarus,  New  Haven 
Metro  booker  . . . Michael  Simon  of  San 
Francisco  paid  his  brother,  Ben  Simon, 
20th-Fox  manager,  a short  visit  in  New 
Haven. 

Harold  Eskin,  who  with  Mrs.  Eskin,  help- 
ed receive  guests  at  the  Avon  opening,  re- 
ports the  Cameo  and  Arneriean,  Newark, 
in  which  he  is  interested,  are  being  reno- 
vated, and  new  interest  in  the  Strand, 
Easton,  and  College,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Speculation  on  the  street  as  to  whether 
Warner’s  will  renew  their  lease  of  the 
second-run  Capitol,  Danbury,  expiring  Aug- 
ust 1.  House  has  been  open  this  summer, 
though  darkened  last. 

7.  Hohauser,  architect  of  the  Avon,  has 
done  the  Community , Hudson,  houses  in 
Brewster,  Yoiikers,  South  Brooklyn,  and 
New  York  City,  but  this  is  his  first  in 
Connecticut. 

Sportsmen : Bill  Pine,  of  the  Darien  The- 
atre, has  a badminton  court  in  his  back 
yard  . . . Oscar  Shanken,  of  the  Dixwell 
Playhouse,  is  entered  in  the  New  Haven 
tennis  competitions  this  year  again,  after 
beating  many  of  the  oldtimers  when  he 
arrived  in  New  Haven  last  year  and  reach- 
ing the  semi-finals  . . . Shanken  played 
on  the  New  York  University  team  . . . 
The  entire  Fishman  Theatres  offices  has 
taken  to  the  golf  course  . . . George  Rabino- 


'J'HERE  will  be  no  more  legislation  af- 
fecting theatres  in  this  state  for  at  least 
two  years,  since  the  126th  session  of  the 
general  court  has  adjourned.  Next  biennial 
session  falls  in  1941. 

Manager  William  J.  Stanton  at  the 
Scenic  in  Rochester  reports  patrons  are 
highly  pleased  until  the  recent  $50,000  ren- 
ovation there,  and  that  business  is  holding 
its  own  in  the  face  of  the  usual  summer 
slump. 

John  Trela,  second  assistant  projectionist 
at  the  Strand  in  Dover,  and  Dennis  Fo- 
garty, sign  man  at  the  same  house,  have 
been  enjoying  vacations. 

A “Festival  Ware”  dish  giveaway  feature 
has  been  an  attraction  for  the  ladies  at  the 
Arcadia  in  Portsmouth.  At  the  Colonial, 
also  in  the  Port  City,  the  fair  sex  has 
been  lured  by  a cooking  school. 

Paul  Florenz,  New  York  and  Hollywood 
producer,  is  presenting  the  popular  Frolics, 
a girl  show,  in  its  third  season  at  Salisbury 
Beach. 


witz  of  Republic  calls  it  sport  to  write 
words  and  music  for  plays  . . . Bob  Rus- 
sell says  they’re  biting  at  Faulkner’s  Island. 

Certificate  of  incorporation  has  been 
filed  for  The  Greenwich  Civic  Theatre, 
Inc.,  with  Walter  Tupper  Jones  of  Green- 
wich, Louis  T.  Marsh  of  Bedford  Village, 
N.  Y.,  and  Winifred  C.  Dewey  of  Scars- 
dale.  New  York,  as  incorporators  . . . The 
Airport  Amusement  Corp.  of  Bristol  is  a 
new  one,  with  J.  Gordon  Warner,  Lester 
A.  Metz  and  S.  Russell  Mink,  all  of  Bris- 
tol as  incorporators. 

Fishman  Tlieatres  have  addressed  a con- 
gratulatory letter  to  Warner  Bros,  follow- 
ing the  announcement  that  the  latter  will 
produce  “The  Bishop  Who  Walked  With 
God”  and  a story  depicting  secret  oppo- 
nents of  Nazis  in  modern  Germany.  The 
letter  calls  such  pictures  as  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy”  a strong  force  in  the  preser- 
vation of  democracy  here. 

Charles  Kullman,  Yale  ’24,  was  a con- 
cert artist  and  celebrant  during  reunion 
week  at  Yale  . . . Johnnie,  the  Philip  Mor- 
ris boy.  was  here  in  person  and  paraded 
until  the  alumni  ...  Ed  Wynn  was  ex- 
pected back  as  honorary  member  of  the 
class  of  ’24,  but  failed  to  show  up. 

Warner  Theatre  manager  vacationers 
will  all  be  back  early  in  August,  ahead  of 
last  year’s  deadline,  all  vacations  being 
concentrated  in  about  six  weeks  . . . This 
week’s  leaves  include  Paul  Binstock,  Lyric, 
Hartford:  Jack  Melinkoff,  Warner,  Law- 
rence; Bill  Kelly,  Modern,  Lawrence;  Rich- 
ard Beckman,  Waldorf,  Lynn;  J.  Tobin, 
Premiere,  Newburyport;  Joe  Liss,  Strand, 
Clinton;  Max  Silverwatch,  Strand,  Waver- 
ly;  Alec  Davis,  Capitol,  Everett;  Hugh 
Campbell,  Central,  Hartford;  Dave  Sugar- 
man,  Regal,  Hartford;  Jack  Sanson,  State, 
Manchester;  Dennis  Rich,  Cameo,  Bristol; 
Randolph  Mailer,  Strand,  New  Britain; 

'Continued  on  page  58) 


William  T.  Soule,  composer  and  member 
of  one  of  the  early  Gilbert  & Sullivan  eom- 
panies,  has  established  a home  in  the  Con- 
cord Heights  section. 

Lionel  Irwin,  manager  of  the  Palace 
in  the  Penacook  section  of  Concord,  has 
been  putting  in  some  strenuous  golfing 
since  the  robins  arrived.  Arthur  Dame, 
his  assistant,  pinch-hits  at  the  theatre 
during  Lionel’s  moments  in  pursuit  of  the 
cherished  hole-in-one. 

Lorenzo  Gilbert  is  a new  usher  at  the 
Star  in  Concord,  taking  the  place  of  John- 
ny Nyhan  . . . J.  Edward  Charbonne, 
manager  of  the  Concord  Theatre,  was  a 
Boston  visitor. 

Painting  and  decorating  jobs  appropriate 
to  the  season  have  been  completed  at  the 
Capitol  in  Concord,  one  of  the  Granite 
State’s  finest  theatres. 

At  the  Colonial  in  Laconia,  Carl  Wal- 
lace has  been  at  the  helm,  while  Manager 
Ralph  Morris  has  been  vacationing. 
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New  England  Pointed  Out 
As  Rich  Film  Material 


Manchester,  N.  H. — Since  the  historic 
adventures  of  various  sections  of  the  coun- 
try are  being  filmed,  the  Manchester  Union 
asks  why  New  England  is  being  overlooked. 

In  an  editorial,  “New  England  Epic,”  the 
Union  said: 

“Hollywood,  which  is  poring  over  his- 
tory books  to  good  advantage  these  days, 
is  politely  urged  to  remember  that  parts 
of  the  country  other  than  the  West  and 
Southwest  are  rich  in  adventure,  too.  Tliere 
is  plot  material  aplenty,  as  only  one  case 
in  point,  in  the  exploits  of  Rogers  and  his 
famous  Rangers. 

“For  some  strange  reason,  the  so-called 
great  open  spaces  have  had  lion’s  share 
of  attention  from  the  film  makers.  Here 
in  New  England,  there  were  great  wooded 
places.  The  story  of  their  clearing  and  of 
the  founding  first  of  homes,  and  then  vil- 
lages, is  certainly  as  stirring  as  the  por- 
traying of  life  in  the  West. 

“The  Pioneering  Fathers  here  in  New 
England  were  brave  men.  every  bit  as 
brave  as  those  of  their  descendants  who 
were  to  people  the  West.  No  section  of 
the  country  is  more  deserving  of  having  its 
story  written  for  the  screen,  there  to  be 
a stirring  20th  century  reminder  of  life 
when  the  nation  was  in  the  making.” 


Massachusetts  Legislature 
Will  Recess  Ten  Days 

Boston — Massachusetts  legislature  ad- 
journs July  4 for  ten  days,  which  means 
that  several  important  taxation  and  labor 
bills  of  particular  interest  to  exhibitors 
will  be  deferred  until  after  the  recess. 
Indications  are  now  that  the  lawmakers 
will  be  debating  these  and  other  measures 
well  into  the  summer.  It  also  means  that 
a number  of  key  men  in  the  film  indus- 
try here  cannot  make  plans  for  their  own 
vacations  until  the  legislators  close  shop. 


Springlield  Deluxer  Will 
Close  Till  Labor  Day 

Springfield  — Western  Massachusetts 
Theatres,  Inc.,  operators  of  the  Paramount, 
the  city’s  largest,  newest  and  only  air- 
conditioned  house,  will  close  the  house  at 
least  until  Labor  Day,  it  is  announced. 
Lack  of  product  is  given  as  the  reason. 
Some  redecoration  is  contemplated  during 
the  dark  period.  Recent  negotiations  with 
unions  with  the  idea  of  running  one  fea- 
ture and  seven  acts  of  vaudeville  col- 
lapsed when  operating  costs  were  found  too 
high. 


Eames  Buys  Property 

Littleton,  N.  H. — John  B.  Eames,  op- 
erator of  theatres  in  Littleton,  Colebrook, 
Bethlehem  and  Bretton  Woods  in  the 
White  Mountains  section,  has  purchased 
the  site  of  the  James  C.  MacLeod  depart- 
ment store,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
last  December.  He  plans  to  erect  a large 
commercial  block. 


JACK  GRANARA,  publicity  chief  for  RKO 

Theatres  here,  leaving  July  2 for  a week’s 
vacation  at  Forest  Lake  in  Maplewood, 
N.  H.  Red  King,  stage  manager  at  the 
Keith  Boston,  is  assisting  Granara  during 
the  summer  months  until  stage  shows  re- 
turn to  that  house. 

Judy  Canova,  Ann  and  Zeke  threw  a 
press  party  at  Dinty  Moore’s  . . . Marjorie 
Adams  film  critic  of  the  Boston  Globe 
heads  for  Hollywood  for  a three-week  va- 
cation July  6.  Among  her  friends  on  her 
visiting  list  is  Charles  W.  Koerner,  for- 
mer divisional  manager  for  RKO  Theatres 
in  New  England. 

Bachelor  dinner  for  Phil  DePetro,  mana- 
ger of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Theatre  in  Ja- 
maica Plain,  Mass.,  at  the  Hotel  Ken- 
more,  Boston,  June  28. 

M&P  Theatre  employes  had  their  an- 
nual outing  at  Mayflower  Hotel  in  Ply- 
mouth, with  about  100  participating  in  out- 
door and  indoor  sports.  Ed  Cuddy  was 
honorary  chairman  of  the  committee,  with 
Ed  Cantor,  chairman.  Phil  Seletsky  head- 
ed the  athletic  committee,  Harry  Brown- 
ing, publicity,  and  Henri  Schwartzberg , 
transportation. 

Bayside  Theatre  in  Hull,  Mass.,  opened 
by  M&P  Theatres  for  the  summer  season. 

Harry  Browning,  publicity  director  for 
M&P  Theatres,  has  put  his  sailboat  in  the 
water  and  will  race  it  in  the  annual  re- 
gatta of  the  Medford  Boat  Club,  July  4. 


T O 

Two  German  machine  guns  in  the  office 
of  Specialty  Pictures  remind  visitors  that 
this  company  is  distributing  “Four  Aces,” 
starring  Private  Slack,  only  private  in  the 
AEF  to  win  the  Congressional  Medal. 

Winnie  Coyle,  treasurer  of  the  Keith 
Memorial,  is  turyiing  in  some  good  scores 
on  the  local  golf  links,  and  she’s  sporting  a 
gorgeous  tan. 

Benny  Goodman  played  a free  show  at 
the  Parkman  Bandstand  in  Boston  Com- 
mon, June  23,  swinging  out  for  a whole 
hour.  Staid  Boston  had  never  seen  any- 
think  like  the  outdoor  jitter  jamboree  that 
resulted. 

Offices  at  headquarters  of  M&P  Theatres 
at  60  Scollay  Square  are  being  renovated. 

John  Hickey,  well-known  stage  director 
in  these  parts,  recently  visited  town,  spend- 
ing time  with  Red  King,  stage  manager  of 
the  Keith-Boston  and  Howard  Burkhardt 
the  new  manager  of  Loew’s  Orpheum. 

Barry  Mirkin,  formerly  assistant  stage 
manager  and  featured  vocalist  at  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  now  emcee  and  band 
leader  for  the  Major  Bowes  World’s  Fair 
Revue,  now  on  tour.  Mirkin,  a Boston 
lad,  was  associated  with  Harry  Gourfain 
for  several  years  as  assistant  producer  of 
unit  stage  shows  and  later  was  company- 
stage  manager  for  the  Ted  Lewis  and  Hor- 
ace Heidt  orchestras. 

Barrett  Kiesling,  good-will  ambassador 
(Continued  on  page  59) 
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JJARRY  ROSE,  Globe  manager,  back  from 
a visit  in  Atlantic  City,  the  home  town. 


Michael  Carroll  guested  a group  of  Post- 
Telegram  carrier  boys  at  his  Ainerican 
Theatre. 

Loew's  Poll,  Waterbury,  is  holding  a 
state-wide  jitterbug  contest  on  the  stage. 

Al  Schulman  has  returned  from  a motor 
trip  to  Alabama. 

The  Empire,  New  London,  is  offering 
five  cartoons  plus  the  regular  show  on 
Saturday  afternoons. 

Arthur  “Otto"  Esposito  only  casualty  of 
the  season’s  first  softball  game  between 
the  Loew-Poli  aiid  Globe  theatres. 

Even  the  neighborhood  theatres  are  be- 
ginning to  feel  the  general  slump  in  the- 
atre business  here. 

Strand,  Stamford,  put  on  a county-wide 
campaign  for  “Race  Suicide”  and  limited 
the  admission  to  adults. 

Manager  Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Ma- 
jestic observes  a birthday  this  month. 


“Bonanza"  to  Rapf 

Hollywood — “Bonanza,”  a story  of  Mex- 
ico’s silver  rush,  will  be  produced  for 
Metro  by  Harry  Rapf,  with  'Wallace  Beery 
in  the  starring  role.  Fred  Zinneman  is 
set  to  script. 


PROVIDENCE  and  Pawtucket  theatres 
found  tough  opposition  in  the  Shrine 
Circus  held  recently  at  Narragansett  Race 
Track.  Show  played  to  better  than  200,000 
persons  during  the  week. 

Personnel  notes  from  Loew’s  State:  Don 
Farnham,  chief  usher,  recently  in  St.  Jos- 
eph’s Hospital,  reported  on  the  mend  at 
this  writing  . . . Leslie  Jefferies,  student 
assistant  manager,  out  several  days  with 
illness  last  week  . . . Vaughn  O’Neill  left 
June  26  for  a fortnight  vacation  . . . 
Marion  Cooper,  attractive  boxoffice  miss, 
down  New  York  way  this  week  looking 
over  the  Fair  on  her  vacation. 

State  has  a lobby  novelty  coming  in  for 
a week,  June  30,  in  the  person  of  Maud 
Mosher,  handwriting  expert,  who  will  give 
patrons  free  consultations. 

Manager  Edward  Reed  of  the  Strand  is 
giving  the  customers  a bit  of  highbrow 
entertainment  on  his  current  bill.  To  film 
orchestral  music  of  “Tannhauser”  a color 
accompaniment  is  provided  by  the  color 
invention  of  Prof.  G.  A.  Snook,  Ph.D.,  work- 
ed from  behind  the  screen.  Novelty  drew  a 
good  hand. 

Anthony  Romano  of  Associated  Theatres 
says  cooling  systems  recently  installed  in 
the  chain’s  Palace  and  Park  theatres  have 
proved  so  satisfactory  that  contracts  have 
been  signed  for  similar  installation  in  the 
company’s  Bijou,  third-run  downtown 
house. 


Warns  Film  Producers  of 
Latest  Western  Efforts 

New  Haven — “This  Way  No  Progress 
Lies,”  Allardyce  Nicoll,  chairman  of  the 
Yale  department  of  drama,  warns  pro- 
ducers of  the  latest  westerns  in  an  ar- 
ticle in  Theatre  News,  New  Haven  County 
weekly  film  and  entertainment  guide. 

“We  may  admire  Griffith  as  a pioneer 
and  recognize  the  worth  of  the  early  west- 
erns without  desiring  that  the  latest  ef- 
forts would  imitatively  copy  early  tech- 
nique, should  forget  or  cast  aside  a whole 
series  of  interesting,  exciting  and  signifi- 
cant experiments  in  other  directions,”  Pro- 
fessor Nicoll  concludes.  He  points  out  that 
two  or  three  years  ago  experiments  were 
being  made  in  the  “delineation  of  subjec- 
tive states  of  mind;  montage  of  an  imagi- 
native sort  was  being  freely  exploited,  and 
there  were  signs  that  the  producers,  even 
when  clearly  intent  upon  purely  commer- 
cial success,  were  becoming  aware  of  the 
possibilities  of  visual  symbolism.” 

The  renunciation  of  these  experiments 
of  late  he  attributes  in  a measure  to  the 
renaissance  of  the  current  elaborated  west- 
ern, and  the  “democratic”  film  with  its  in- 
sistence upon  larger  external  and  objec- 
tively presented  ideas.  “Wuthering 
Heights,”  he  states,  stands  almost  alone 
in  daring  to  dally  with  symbolic  effects, 
and  “even  it  was  not  bold  enough  to  go 
very  far.” 


Columbia  Extends  Brown 

Hollywood — Stanley  Brown,  actor,  has 
been  extended  for  a year  by  Columbia. 


Fays  Theatre  followed  its  usual  custojn 
of  closing  for  the  summer  on  June  15  with 
reopening  announced  for  late  in  August. 
Despite  shutdown  of  that  house  and  the 
RKO-Albee,  remaining  first  runs  have  ex- 
perienced 710  appreciable  upturn  in 
grosses. 

Theatre-by-the-Sea,  legit  summer  play- 
house at  Matunuck,  R.  I.,  opens  for  the 
season  this  week  with  Leon  Janney  guest 
starring  in  “What  a Life.”  Other  film  folk 
scheduled  to  visit  this  season  are  Glenda 
Farrell,  Elissa  Landi,  Edward  Everett  Hor- 
ton, Alison  Skipworth,  Blanche  Yurka  and 
Madge  Evans. 

Rhode  Islaiid  theatremen  joined  with 
numerous  friends  in  mourning  the  death  of 
Eddie  Healy,  one-time  vaudeville  star  and 
more  recently  proprietor  of  Healy’s  Res- 
taurant here.  Eddie  died  June  19  as  a 
result  of  burns  suffered  in  the  fire  which 
destroyed  the  Roger  Williams  Manor  apart- 
ment house  here  the  prevnous  day.  His  eat- 
ing place  was  a popular  rendezvous  for  the 
film  fraternity. 

Manager  McGhee  of  E.  M.  Loew’s  Drive- 
In  is  using  bumper  cards  as  an  advertising 
medium.  Ushers  circulate  through  ramps 
during  evening  performance,  getting  per- 
mission from  car  owners  to  affix  the  cards 
to  their  machines.  Few  turn  down  the 
requests,  with  result  that  hundreds  of  cars 
are  driving  around  town  advertising  the 
Drive-In. 


(Continued  from  page  56) 

B.  B.  Gordon,  Commodore  Hull,  Derby; 
Bob  Elliano,  Palace,  Torrington;  Bill  Hat- 
koff,  Rialto,  South  Norwalk;  Ted  Smalley, 
Garde,  New  London;  Bob  Hamilton,  Pal- 
ace, Norwich;  Jack  Harvey,  Palace,  Dan- 
bury. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  illustriously -named 
manager  of  M&P’s  Empress,  South  Nor- 
walk, leaves  July  14  for  a few  weeks  at 
Naples,  Me.  . . . Bob  Carney,  assistant  at 
the  College,  New  Haven,  will  drive  off  for 
Virginia  Beach  July  1 . . . H.  H.  Maloney, 
alias  “Monk,”  now  at  the  Poli,  Worcester, 
will  be  leaving  for  the  World’s  Fair,  and 
then  Maine,  as  you  read  this  . . . Maurice 
Drucker,  assistant  at  the  Maloney  house, 
spent  a busman’s  holiday  making  the  cir- 
cuit with  Harry  Shaw  . . . Harry  Rose, 
of  the  Globe,  Bridgeport,  is  bound  for  At- 
lantic City,  with  Morris  Rosenthal  look- 
ing after  the  house  . . . Joe  DiPesa,  Bos- 
ton Loew’s,  Inc.,  publicity  director,  is  ex- 
pected back  at  his  desk  this  week  after  a 
lengthy  illness,  which  should  bring  Lou 
Brown  back  to  New  Haven,  aiid  return 
Matt  Saunders  to  the  Poli,  Bridgeport  . . . 
Vic  Cusanelli  and  Marian  Salwitz  of  the 
Wariier  exchange  office,  are  on  a Nassau 
cruise. 

T.  O’Toole  and  Ben  Lourie  arranged  an 
evening  screening  of  “(Oood  Girls  Go  to 
Paris”  at  the  20th-Fox  Little  Theatre,  with 
approval  of  a goodly  attendance  of  ex- 
hibitors and  their  wives  . . . E.  M.  Loew’s, 
Hartford,  plays  the  feature  July  30. 

With  the  anti-picketing  injunction  re- 
moved Hartford  union  operators  are  again 
picketing  E.  M.  Loew’s  in  a squabble  be- 
tween Knights  of  Labor  and  AFL. 

Nick  Mascoli  of  the  Carroll  and  Plaza, 
Waterbui'y,  is  teaching  the  booking  game 
to  his  family  of  three  . . . Harry  Shaw  is 
thinking  of  selling  his  color  films  of  his 
recent  West  Indies  cruise  to  the  circuit  as 
a travelogue  with  plenty  of  shots  of  the 
Shaw  cigar  . . . Lewis  Ginsberg  is  having 
a hard  time  evading  the  “shotguns”  . . . 
Danbury  is  minus  two  of  its  theatre  mana- 
gers this  week,  what  with  George  Harvey 
of  the  Empress  heading  for  a Washington 
vacation,  and  Irving  Hillman  of  the  Capi- 
tol, on  a Canadian  visit.  Merrick  Lyons, 
Empress  assistant,  is  subbing  for  Hillman, 
and  E.  J.  Harvey,  superintending  both  the 
Palace  and  Empress. 

Theatre-in-the-Dale  is  a new  incorpora- 
tion in  New  Milford,  with  Clifford  Edge 
of  Washington,  Louis  T.  Toussoint,  Rox- 
bury,  and  Laura  E.  Edge,  of  Washington, 
Conn.,  as  incorporators. 

Pappy  Howard’s  New  England  Hillbillies, 
a three-a-week  on  WBRY,  are  the  stars  of 
the  Loew-Poli  Hillbilly  show,  one  of  the 
weekly  summer  novelties  at  this  house  . . . 
Rose  Marie  was  a big  attraction  at  the 
outdoor  vaudeville  shows  inaugurated  last 
Friday  by  Billy  Madigan  of  Bridgeport, 
at  the  Theatre-in-the-Woods,  Norwalk. 

N.  C.  Wrisley  chalks  up  the  Lawrence, 
New  Haven;  Rialto,  Stamford;  Capitol, 
Waterbury,  and  several  Massachusetts 
houses  on  his  list  of  ovenware  deals  . . . 
The  Middletown  theatres  are  using  Dick 
Cohen’s  offset  printing  program  and  cards. 
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Indian  Juvenile  Appears 
On  Bridgeport  Stage 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Through  the  co- 
operation of  Police  Sergeant  John  Moran, 
a member  of  the  supreme  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Police  Anchor  Clubs  of  America, 
the  Loew-Poli  Theatre  was  able  to  bring 
Martin  Good  Rider  to  this  city  for  the 
opening  of  “Susannah  of  the  Mounties.” 
Martin,  a full-blooded  Blackfeet  Indian 
lad  who  plays  opposite  Miss  Temple  in  the 
film,  made  the  trip  from  the  west  coast 
with  the  Rev.  Bernard  Cullen,  director 
general  of  the  Marquette  League  of  Catho- 
lic Indian  Missions  and  did  a half  hour  of 
songs  and  dances,  aided  by  another  Indian 
boy,  Archie  Big  Wind,  on  the  stage. 

City  officials  and  members  of  the  Police 
Anchor  club  attended  the  performances 
and  later  were  guests  of  Manager  Matt  L. 
Saunders  at  a reception  and  dinner  at 
Hotel  Stratfield. 

Barrett  Kiesling  Tours 
Loew-Poli  Circuit 

New  Haven — Barrett  Kiesling,  Metro’s 
“ambassador  of  goodwill,”  has  started  his 
annual  tour  of  the  Loew-Poli  circuit, 
meeting  with  managers  and  members  of 
the  press  on  exploitation  and  advertising 
ideas  and  advance  news  of  the  new  product. 
Harry  P.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  mana- 
ger, and  Thomas  Donaldson,  Metro  ex- 
change manager  here,  arranged  a first 
meeting  and  informal  party  at  the  Hotel 
Taft.  Bert  MacKenzie,  New  England  ex- 
ploitation man  from  Boston,  also  attended 
and  spoke. 

Meriden  was  included  in  the  New  Haven 
meet.  Subsequent  meetings  were  arranged 
in  Bridgeport,  to  include  Waterbury,  Hart- 
ford, Springfield  and  Worcester. 


BOSTON 

(Continued  from  page  57) 
for  M-G-M,  was  in  town  on  a tour  of  New 
England  key  cities,  accompanied  by  Lou 
Brown  of  the  Boston  Loew’s  Theatres  pub- 
licity office. 

Alice  Dervin,  niece  of  Eddie  Mannix,  gen- 
eral manager  of  M-G-M  studios,  back  in 
town  after  two  years  in  Culver  City.  Alice 
hopes  to  crash  radio  here. 

Joe  DiPesa,  publicity  chief  for  Loew’s 
Theatres  here,  back  at  his  desk  after  an 
extended  leave  of  absence,  will  be  assist- 
ed by  Joe  Longo  for  a few  weeks.  Longo, 
incidentally,  is  going  after  Bill  Cunning- 
ham, columnist  on  the  Boston  Post,  to 
write  a special  commentary  on  “Winter 
Carnival,”  now  being  produced  by  Walter 
Wanger.  Background  of  the  film  is  Dart- 
mouth College  of  which  both  Wanger  and 
Cunningham  are  alumni. 

Harry  Asher,  veteran  of  the  local  film 
district,  is  hooking  “Uncivilized”  through 
the  New  England  territory. 

Novelty  Distributing  Co.  is  booking  the 
Galento-Louis  fight  pictures  in  this  area, 
with  Four- Star  Program  Co.  producing 
the  heralds  and  programs. 

Colonial  Theatre,  Manchester  Depot,  Vt., 
played  the  northeastern  New  England  pre- 
miere of  “Captain  Fury,”  June  27,  and  for 


the  first  time  this  house  went  to  a re- 
served seat  policy. 

Film  exchanges  in  Boston  will  have  only 
skeleton  crews  on  duty  July  3 and  4. 

Trans-Lux,  Boston,  has  changed  policy 
from  first  runs  to  revivals.  “Mutiny  on 
the  Bounty”  and  “Cavalcade,”  played  sin- 
gle feature,  were  the  lead-off  programs, 
accompanied  by  shorts  and  newsreel  di- 
gest. New  prices  are  15  cents  matinees  and 
25  cents  evenings. 

Jack  Markle,  manager  of  the  Coolidge 


Corner,  Brookline,  Mass.,  promoted  “Old 
Timers”  Night  in  his  town,  featuring  a 
ball  game  starring  veterans  of  the  dia- 
mond. 

Sanford  Hall  Theatre  in  Medway,  Mass., 
has  been  reseated.  Henry  J.  Chapman  is 
manager. 

Arts  Cinema  in  Bar  Harbor,  Me.,  opens 
July  2 with  “Juarez.”  Paul  Anglim  is  man- 
ager. Opening  night  scale  will  be  50  cents 
and  $1.  Summer  house  will  play  Warner 
“A”  pictures  and  foreign  films. 


We  spent  15  minutes  with  Ben  Domingo, 
number-one  man  at  RKO  Keith  Memorial 
and  Boston  Theatres,  and  his  telephone  rang 
12  times.  First,  there  were  requests  for 
ducats;  then  there  came  a call  from  one 
of  the  acts  at  RKO  Boston,  complaining 
about  their  spotting.  So  Ben  had  to  leave 
and  cross  the  street  to  settle  the  difficulties. 
He  joined  Keith's  Memorial  12  years  ago 
when  the  house  was  first  opened.  Working 
his  way  up  in  the  true  Horatio  Alger  man- 
ner, Ben  became  city  manager  for  RKO 
two  years  ago.  He  books  pictures  into  the 
Boston  Theatre  which  is,  by  the  way,  the 
only  big  chain  house  booked  locally  instead 
of  from  New  York.  If  anyone  thinks  that  the 
job  of  managing  a big  house  is  a cinch,  then  he  should  stick  around  Ben 
Domingo.  Although  Ben  has  already  made  remarkable  progress  through  his 
ability  and  hard  work,  we  feel  that  he  is  bound  to  go  even  higher. 


Our  next  exhibitor  is  as  much  of  a landmark  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  as  that 
city's  City  Hall  tower  clock.  Robert  R.  Portle 
is  his  name.  Bob  manages  Loew's  Plaza, 
keeping  his  weather  eye  open  for  exploita- 
tion pictures.  During  the  last  few  years,  he 
has  been  booking  four  pictures  a week.  Nat- 
urally, this  means  that  Bob  had  to  visit  Bos- 
ton three  and  four  times  a week  and  some- 
times every  day  to  pick  up  special  ads,  mats, 
stills  and  posters  for  these  films.  This  chap 
pioneered  the  amusement  business  in  Wor- 
cester and  has  remained  there  ever  since. 

★ ★ * 

The  third  picture  in  the  popular  Mr.  Wong 
series  starring  Boris  Karloff  will  be  released 
in  two  weeks.  “Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown" 
is  the  sort  of  action  thriller  you  need  to  help 
bolster  summer  business.  For  a well-produced  and  well-acted  mystery,  book 
this  film  and  take  advantage  of  Mr.  Wong's  popularity  as  created  in  Collier's 
magazine,  and  Boris  Karloff's  popularity  built  up  by  his  previous  work  in 
this  series  for  Monogram. 

Sieve  Broidy 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 
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PUBLIC  hearing  on  the  showing  of 
Sunday  motion  pictures  here  after 
July  20,  when  a state  local  option  law  goes 
into  effect,  will  be  held  in  city  hall  July  3, 
An  order  authorizing  Sunday  shows  was 
tabled  by  the  city  council  until  that  time. 
Since  the  passing  of  the  new  law  there  has 
been  no  evidence  of  opposition  on  the  part 
of  religious  organizations,  or  others,  to  its 
being  put  into  effect  between  July  20  and 
December,  when  the  next  municipal  elec- 
tion is  scheduled.  Hotel  managers  and 
resort  operators,  especially,  are  unanim- 
ously in  favor  of  Sunday  shows. 

Maine’s  light-harness  racing  season 
opens  July  1 with  the  the  first  act  staged 
at  Narragansett  Park.  Gorham.  The  six- 
day  meet,  opening  next  Saturday,  ivill  be 
followed  by  a three-week  engagement  at 
the  Old  Orchard  Beach  kite  track  under 
Grand  circuit  sponsorship.  With  $70,000 
in  purses  and  110  dashes  of  racing,  the 
Old  Orchard  meet  will  be  the  biggest  light 
harness  meet  in  Marne’s  history  since  the 
introduction  of  pari-mutuel  betting.  The 
season  will  extend  into  November. 

Another  headache  for  local  exhibitors  is 
the  increasing  number  of  dine  and  dance 
places  which  spring  up  like  mushrooms 
over  night  throughout  the  state,  especial- 
ly along  the  coast.  Add  to  that  the  special 
excursions  down  Casco  Bay  which  opened 
this  week  and  will  hold  daily  throughout 
the  summer,  plus  the  periodic  appearances 
of  circuses  and  carnivals,  the  first  of 


which  (Ringling  Bros.,  Barnum  & Bailey 
Circus),  comes  to  town  July  8.  Tlie  only 
compensation  the  summer  seems  to  bring 
is  the  influx  of  tourists,  which,  this  year 
is  unduly  slow  because  of  cold  weather. 

Fay  Wray,  Edward  Everett  Horton, 
Helen  Claire,  Ethel  Barrymore  and  Wal- 
ter Hampden  are  the  film  and  stage  big- 
wigs who  mil  make  personal  appearances 
in  Maine  soon. 

Work  on  the  Strand  Theatre’s  new  air 
conditioning  system  is  progressing  at  a 
rapid  rate  and  is  expected  to  be  completed 
and  ready  for  use  by  July  1.  The  Strand 
is  also  to  have  a new  marquee  soon. 

Harry  Botwick,  manager  of  the  State 
Theatre,  is  spending  a two-week  vacation 
in  New  Haven  . . . Sam  Botwick,  Harry’s 
brother,  started  his  temporary  bachelor 
quarters  from  Monday  to  Friday.  Rumor 
has  it  that  Sam  trounced  the  State  Thea- 
tre manager  unmercifully  at  the  latter’s 
favorite  sport — golf,  during  his  visit  here 
. . . Tom  Feloney,  Fox  salesman,  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor  this  week.  Ditto  Earnest 
Warren,  formerly  with  WB. 

Returning  vacationeers:  Eleanor  Mora- 
han.  State  Tlreatre  candy  girl;  Merrill 
Gear,  doorman  at  the  same  theatre  . . . 
Bernard  Toothaker,  usher  at  the  State, 
was  to  have  left  June  26  for  a two-week’s 
vacation  on  Peaks  Island. 


Extended  Run 


Boston  — A prominent  local  exhibitor 
and  the  branch  manager  of  a major  ex- 
change haven’t  yet  been  able  to  get  to- 
gether on  terms  for  a contract  renewal. 
The  excuse  given  by  the  distributor  repre- 
sentative for  his  steadfastness  is  that  his 
immediate  superior  won’t  stand  for  any 
lower  price  scale. 

“I’ll  show  that  district  manager  I don’t 
need  your  product,”  the  Greater  Boston 
theatre  man  eventually  said.  “I  don’t  even 
want  to  talk  with  you  for  30  days.” 

Last  week  the  exhib  telephoned  the 
branch  manager. 

“The  30  days  is  up,”  said  the  exhibitor. 

“Yeah?”  the  manager  asked  expectantly. 

“Well,  you’re  back  in  the  dog  house  for 
another  30  days!” 


Special  "Chips"  Showing 
At  Donat  Farm.  Bethany 

Bethany,  Conn. — Due  to  the  illness  of 
the  star’s  father,  a special  screening  of 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  starring  Robert 
Donat,  was  held  at  the  Donat  Farm  here, 
with  newspapermen  from  Hartford,  Bridge- 
port, Waterbury,  Springfield,  New  Haven, 
Meriden  and  Worcester  in  attendance. 

Harry  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  mana- 
ger, arranged  the  screening,  which  was 
good  for  considerable  newspai>er  space. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a nevy  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres.  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  Bx9.  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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WELL  ALONG 

COMPLETED 

THE  MAN  THEY  COULD  NOT  HANG— Boris 
Karloff.  Roger  Pryor,  Robert  Wilcox,  Ann  Do- 
ran, Lorna  Gray.  Producer:  Wallace  MacDon- 
ald. Director:  Nick  Grinde. 


SMITH  GOES  TO  WASHINGTON  — James 
Stewart.  Jean  Arthur,  Edward  Arnold,  Astrid 
Allwyn,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Claude  Rains,  Eugene 
Pallette,  Guy  Kibbee.  Director:  Frank  Capra. 
Screenplay:  Sidney  Buchman. 


GOLDEN  BOY' — William  Holden,  Barbara  Stan- 
wyck, Adolphe  Menjou,  Sam  Levene,  Joseph  ^ 
Calleia,  Edward  Brophy.  Producer:  William  ^ 
Perlberg.  Director:  Rouben  Mamoulian.  Orig-  ^ 
inal : Clifford  Odets.  Screenplay:  Lewis  Meltzer,  ■ 
Daniel  Taradash. 
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BALAL'XIKA.  — Nelson  Eddy,  Illona  Massey, 
Charles  Ruggles,  Lionel  Atwill,  Joyce  Compton, 
Abner  Biberman.  Producer:  Lawrence  Wein- 
garten.  Director:  Reinhold  Schunzel. 


NINOTCHKA — Greta  Garbo,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Ina 
Claire.  Gregory  Gaye,  Sig  Ruraann,  Alexander 
Grenatch,  Rolf  Sedan.  Producer:  Sidney  Frank- 
lin. Director:  Ernst  Lubitsch. 

THESE  GI-AMOUR  GIRLS  — Lew  Ayres,  Lana 
Turner.  Tom  Brown.  Richard  Carlson,  Frank 
Reicher.  Ernest  Truex,  Ann  Rutherford.  Marsha 
Hunt.  Producer:  Sam  Zimbalist.  Director:  S. 
Sylvan  Simon. 


MIRACLES  FOR  SALE — Henry  Hull.  Lee  Bow- 
man. Florence  Rice.  Robert  Young.  Producer- 
Director:  Tod  Browning. 
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THK  GIKl.  FROM  RIO — Warren  Hull,  Movita, 
Alan  Baldwin,  Kay  Linaker.  Producer;  E.  B. 
Derr.  Director:  Lamlbert  Hillyer.  Screenplay: 
Tay  Waters. 


THK  MAN  FROM  TEXAS  — Tex  Ritter.  Ruth  g 
Rogers.  Roy  Barcroft,  Tom  London.  Producer:  m 
Edward  Finney,  Director:  A1  Plerman.  ^ 


OUR  NEIGHBORS — THE  CARTERS — Fay  Bain- 
ter,  Edmund  Lowe,  Frank  Craven,  Gloria  Car- 
ter, Scotty  Beckett.  Producer:  Charles  R.  Rog- 
ers. Director:  Ralph  Murphy.  Original:  Ren- 
aud  Hoffman.  Screenplay:  S.  K.  Lauren. 

SEVENTEEN — Jackie  Cooper,  Betty  Field,  Wil- 
liam Frawley,  Otto  Kruger,  Buddy  Pepper,  Don- 
ald Haines.  Producer:  Stuart  Walker.  Direc- 
tor: Louis  King.  Original:  Booth  Tarkington. 


THE  LIGHT  THAT  FAILED  — Ronald  Colman, 
Muriel  Angelus,  Dudley  Digges,  Ida  Lupino, 
Walter  Huston,  Colin  Tapley,  Clyde  Cook.  Pro- 
ducer: William  W'^ellman.  Director:  William 
Wellman.  Original:  Rudyard  Kipling. 

DR.  CYCLOPS — Albert  Dekker,  Tom  Coley,  Jan- 
ice Logan,  Victor  Kilian.  Charles  Halton.  Pro- 
ducer: Dale  Van  Every.  Director:  Ernest 

Schoedsack,  Screenplay:  Ernest  Schoedsack. 


> 
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THE  DAY  THE  BOOKIES  WEPT— Joe  Penner, 
June  Lang,  Betty  Grable,  Thurston  Hall.  Jack 
Arnold.  Tom  Kennedy.  Producer:  Robert  Sisk. 
Director:  Les  Goodwins.  Original:  Daniel  Fuchs. 

('ONSPIRACY — ^Allan  Lane,  Linda  Hayes,  Robert 
Barrat.  Dwight  Frye,  William  Von  Brinken. 
Producer:  Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 
Original:  John  McCarthy,  Faith  Thomas,  Screen- 
play: Jerome  Chodorov. 


3IOB  FURY — Rochelle  Hudson,  George  Barbier, 
Cliff  Edwards,  John  W'ray.  Producer:  John  H. 
Auer,  Director:  John  H.  Auer. 

RAIDERS  OF  THE  WASTELANDS — Ray  Corri- 
gan, Robert  Livingston,  Raymond  Hatton.  Pro- 
ducer: William  Berke.  Director:  George  Sher- 
man. Original  Screenplay:  Betty  Burbridge, 

Luci  Ward. 


IN  OLD  MONTFvREY — Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Bur- 
nette, June  Storey.  George  Hayes,  Geraldine 
Peck,  Robert  Warwick,  Jonathan  Hale.  Pro- 
ducer: Harry  Grey,  Director:  Joe  Kane.  Screen- 
play: Gerald  Geraghty. 


DRUMS  AIX)NG  THE  MOHAWK — Claudette  Col- 
bert, Henry  Fonda,  Jessie  Ralph,  Eddie  Col- 
lins, Clara  Blandick,  Kay  Linaker.  Producer:  to 

Raymond  Griffith.  Director:  John  Ford.  Orig-  ® 

inal:  Walter  D.  Edmonds.  ^ 

TIN  HATS  — - Jane  Withers,  the  Ritz  Brothers, 

Stanley  Fields.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Direc-  O 

tor:  H.  Bruce  Humberstone.  Original  Screen-  ^ 

play:  Lou  Breslow,  Owen  Francis, 


ETERNALLY  YOURS  — Loretta  Young.  David 
Niven,  Hugh  Herbert.  Billie  Burke,  C.  Aubrey 
Smith,  Raymond  Walburn,  Zasu  Pitts.  Pro- 
ducer: Walter  Wanger.  Director:  Tay  Garnett. 
Screenplay:  Gene  Towne,  Graharri  Baker. 


A CHUMP  AT  OXFORD  — Stan  Laurel,  Oliver 
Hardy.  Producer:  Hal  Roach.  Director:  Alf  ^ 
Goulding.  Screenplay:  Harry  Langdon,  Charles  ^ 
Rogers,  Felix  Adler. 


HAWAIIAN  NIGHTS — Johnny  Downs,  Mary  Car- 
lisle. Constance  W^'orth,  Eddie  Quillan,  Frances 
Robinson.  Sam  Hinds,  Etienne  Girardot.  Pro- 
ducer: Max  Golden,  Director:  Al  Rogell.  Screen- 
play: A.  Dorian  Otvos. 

FIRST  LOVE  — Deanna  Durbin,  Lewis  Howard. 
Robert  Stack,  Helen  Parrish.  Producer:  Joe 
Pasternak.  Director:  Henry  Koster.  Screen- 
play: Stephen  Morehouse  Avery,  Frank  Partos. 


FURY  OF  THE  TROPICS — Richard  Arlen,  Andy  ^ 
Devine,  Beverly  Roberts,  Samuel  Hinds,  Mil-  g 
burn  Stone.  Producer:  Ben  Pivar.  Director:  ^ 
Christy  Cabanne.  ^ 


QUEER  MONEY — Ronald  Reagan,  Margot  Steph- 
enson, Eddie  Foy  jr.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy. 
Director:  Terry  Morse.  Screenplay:  Brewster 
Morse,  Fritz  Falkenstein. 

THE  FIGHTING  69TH — Pat  O’Brien,  John  Payne, 
Jane  Bryan,  Ronald  Reagan.  Producer:  Bryan 
Foy.  Screenplay:  Fred  Niblo  jr.  Original: 
Father  Duffy. 


DEAD  END  KIDS  AT  MILITARY  vSCHOOI^Dead 

End  Kids,  Henry  O’Neil,  John  Litel.  Producer: 
Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Noel  Smith.  Screenplay: 
Charles  Belden,  Tom  Reed, 

ON  Y'OUR  TOES  — ^ Zorina,  Eddie  Albert,  Alan 
Hale,  Gloria  Dickson,  Frank  McHugh,  Erik 
Rhodes,  Queenie  Smith,  Paul  Hurst.  Producer: 
Robert  Lord.  Director:  Ray  Enright. 


KID  NIGHTINGALE — John  Payne,  Jane  Wyman,  ^ 
Walter  Catlett,  Edward  Brophy.  Producer:  W 
Bryan  Foy,  Director:  George  Amy.  »7i 
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wouldn’t  be 
without  your 
many  fine 


— A.  G.  Swett 

EMPIRE  THEATRE 
SALEM,  MASS. 
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OKLAHOMA  MPTO  CONDEMNS  NEELY  BEL  AT 
CONVENTION;  GROUP  FORMED  TO  STUDY  CODE 


Convention  Sidelights 


Kuykendall  Attacks  Allied 
In  Main  Address;  Other 
Prominent  Speakers 

Oklahoma  City — Closing  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  best  attended  film  conven- 
tions here  in  years,  members  of  the  The- 
atre Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc.,  voted  a 
resolution  condemning  the  Neely  Bill  and 
appointed  a special  committee  to  study  the 
trade  practice  code  and  report  to  the  board 
of  directors  within  30  days  as  to  whether 
the  body  should  endorse  the  code. 

More  than  100  delegates  attended  the 
Tuesday  afternoon  session  at  which  the 
MPTOA  president,  Ed  Kuykendall,  report- 
ed on  national  trade  trends  and  attacked 
Allied  as  well  as  “other  units  within  the 
industry”  which  “tear  down  and  never 
seek  to  build  or  keep  the  progress  we 
have  made.” 

R.  J.  “Bob”  O’Donnell,  general  mana- 
ger of  Interstate  of  Texas,  had  previously 
discussed  relationships  between  showmen 
in  which  he  outlined  the  work  of  the 
Variety  clubs,  while  Earl  C.  Hull,  chief 
engineer  of  WKY,  Oklahoma  City,  sur- 
veyed television  and  its  probable  imme- 
diate effect  on  the  theatre  industry. 

Officers  Are  Elected 

Morris  Loewenstein  was  named  presi- 
dent of  the  organization  for  another  year. 
Max  Brock  was  elected  vice-president,  and 
Leonard  White,  secretary-treasurer.  New 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  include 
John  Giffin,  Vance  Terry,  Bill  Slepka, 
Carl  Burton  and  Ralph  Talbot,  with  J.  C. 
Hunter  as  alternate.  Talbot  was  named 
chairman  of  the  board. 

The  Monday  morning  session  was  open- 
ed by  President  Morris  Loewenstein.  “The 
best  way  to  handle  legislative  matters  is 
the  tried  and  proven  ‘man-to-man’  meth- 
od,” he  pointed  out,  adding:  “The  most 
dangerous  thing  that  can  happen  is  for  the 
motion  picture  industry  to  get  itself  swal- 
lowed up  in  government  regulation.” 

Telegrams  were  then  read  from  Charles 
E.  Kessnich  and  William  F.  Rodgers. 

David  Milsten  of  Tulsa,  representing 
Ascap  in  Oklahoma  and  Kansas,  opened 
the  afternoon  session,  discussing  the  copy- 
right laws  and  Ascap. 

Following  his  discussion,  Milsten  an- 
swered questions  concerning  score  charges. 
He  pointed  out  Ascap  has  never  received 
any  part  of  the  score  charge  fees. 

Milsten  stated  Representative  Duffy  was 
formulating  a bill  to  do  away  with  the 
$250  copyright  infringement  fee  and  to 
substitute  a fine  for  a violation  to  be 
determined  by  a judge  or  jury. 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Bennett,  president  of  the 
Oklahoma  Agricultural  and  Mineral  College 
at  Stillwater,  told  those  assembled:  “To- 
day’s generation  would  recognize  anything 
anywhere  in  the  world  because  of  what 


B.  COLEMAN,  M-G-M’s  demon  public- 
ity man,  stole  the  show  with  a hotel 
lobby  display  featuring  huge  banners  and 
telegrams  from  everyone  to  everyone. 
Meetings  were  decorated  with  seven  dif- 
ferent types  of  M-G-M  promotional  pieces 
and  Coleman  had  a willing  hand  ready  on 
any  occasion  to  help  with  convention  de- 
tails. 


The  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma 
delegation  attended  the  sessions  from  time 
to  time.  Their  corresponding  secretary, 
George  Sumner,  was  invited  to  talk  to  the 
delegates  the  first  day,  but  declined.  It 
was  whispered  about  the  boys  were  set  to 
do  some  heckling  and  question -asking. 


L.  C.  Griffith  showed  up  with  a sun  tan 
matched  only  by  that  of  Leonard  White 
and  Paul  Short. 


Bill  Zoellner  made  his  maiden  speech 
during  the  product  presentation  period, 
and  when  co-worker  Coleman  was  called 
on  for  comment,  he  declined  as  he  had 
failed  to  bring  his  interpreter  along  and 
knew  nothing  of  what  Bill  had  said. 


D.  I.  Johnson,  who  has  his  hands  full  as 


motion  pictures  have  done  in  the  field  of 
education.” 

Dr.  Bennett  paid  special  tribute  to 
“Juarez”  as  “the  finest  lesson  in  Democ- 
racy I’ve  ever  seen  anywhere — people  who 
see  it  will  come  out  with  a new  concept 
of  what  it  means  to  have  a government 
of  the  people.” 

Ralph  Talbot,  head  of  Talbot  Theatres, 
'Tulsa,  speaking  on  the  return  of  “flesh” 
to  the  theatre,  expressed  the  belief  that 
“only  big  units  can  make  money  in  big 
centers  today,  and  are  worthwhile  as  an 
investment.” 

C.  B.  (Brownie)  Akers  said  “Screen 
advertising  is  and  should  be  a sideline,” 
adding  that  “intelligent  screen  advertising 
has  never  kept  anyone  away  from  a the- 
atre.” 

Advertising  Will  Grow 

He  warned  against  dealing  with  fly-by- 
night  companies  and  predicted  that  the 
$1,000,000  now  spent  by  companies  in  the- 
atre advertising  would  grow  to  $20,000,000 
within  the  next  five  years. 

George  Sumner,  corresponding  secretary 
of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma,  was 
then  introduced.  He  declined  Loewen- 
stein’s  bid  to  address  the  meeting. 

'Tuesday  morning’s  session  was  devoted 
to  a presentation  of  product  lineups  by 
several  company  representatives,  with  Bill 
Zoellner,  M-G-M;  Jack  Curry,  Paramount; 
Sol  Davis,  Republic;  Carr  Scott,  Mono- 


Griffith  attorney  these  days,  was  on  hand 
swapping  handshakes  and  choice  stories. 
Brownie  Akers  matched  Johnson  with  one 
yarn,  however. 


'The  convention  photographer  got  in 
some  neat  quips,  but  was  no  match  for  the 
boys  who  sat  for  pictures. 


Biggest  hand  after  an  introduction  went 
to  Wallace  Walthall  when  he  stood  up 
and  was  recognized  by  the  chair. 


We  don’t  know  how  it  happened,  but 
after  the  second  day  noon-hour  visiting 
period  was  over  and  all  and  sundry  assem- 
bled for  the  afternoon  session.  Bill  Strieker 
was  distributing  M-G-M  promotional  pieces 
right  and  left. 


A knock-out  was  Besa  Short’s  displays 
on  short  subjects. 


Bill  Zoellner,  Bill  Strieker  and  your 
Boxoffice  correspondent  were  among 
those  paying  tribute  to  the  Biltmore  spa- 
ghetti with  second  helpings  at  the  buffet 
dinners. 


gram;  Dewey  Gibbs,  Columbia:  Ralph  Wil- 
liams, RKO,  and  Hugh  Owen,  United  Art- 
ists, presenting  brief  discussions,  in  that 
order. 

Bill  King  of  King  Scenic  Co.,  Dallas, 
gave  a demonstration  of  decorative  paint- 
ing effects  with  the  use  of  black  light,  fol- 
lowing which  the  convention  adjourned  for 
a buffet  luncheon. 

E.  W.  Smartt,  chairman  of  the  Okla- 
homa board  of  affairs,  opened  the  'Tues- 
day afternoon  session  by  hitting  extrava- 
gance in  government.  “Always  bear  in 
mind  the  more  taxes  your  patron  pays,  the 
less  he  has  to  spend  at  your  boxoffice.” 

He  asked  the  theatre  men  to  help  pub- 
lic officials  who  are  sincere  in  seeking  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  government. 

Earl  C.  Hull,  chief  engineer  of  radio 
station  WKY  here,  termed  television  “a 
problem  child  of  radio  as  much  as  of  mo- 
tion pictures.” 

“The  limitations  of  television  are  very 
real  ones,”  he  stated.  “Transmission  is 
affected  by  such  things  as  sun  spots,  in- 
terference, and  the  high-cost  methods  of 
transportation.” 

“Television  can  manufacture  the  goods, 
but  it  can’t  deliver  them.  Coaxial  cables 
cost  far  too  much  to  be  of  use  . . . films 
are  not  suitable  because  of  the  lighting 
problems  involved  and  because  of  the 
problem  of  jump  in  so  small  a picture. 
To  date,  relay  stations  are  the  only  prac- 
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tical  method  developed,  but  they,  too,  are 
beyond  reasonable  cost.” 

“My  belief  is  that  the  motion  picture 
industry  will  furnish  short  subjects  to 
stations  outside  the  metropolitan  areas 
some  day  in  the  future,”  he  stated.  “But 
I doubt  whether  it  will  ever  furnish  fea- 
tures for  many  mechanical  reasons. 

“Television,  as  we  know  it  today,  will 
never  be  projected  on  our  theatre  screens,” 
Hull  observed,  “because  blown  up  images 
are  not  fit  to  look  at  . . . But,  of  course, 
it  will  come  some  day  in  the  future — my 
guess  is  sometime  within  the  next  10  or 
20  years. 

“And  I see  no  hope  for  television  pic- 
tures replacing  the  motion  picture  theatre 
in  the  future — that  is,  the  immediate  fu- 
ture. Tliere’s  a lot  of  difference  between 
seeing  a play  for  25  cents  under  perfect 
conditions  and  for  $600  under  very  dis- 
tressing conditions. 

“Just  sit  back  and  let  her  come,”  he 
concluded.  “Nothing  but  benefit  for  your 
cause  is  in  store  in  the  development  of 
television.” 

Mrs.  Besa  Short,  head  of  the  short 
subject  department  of  Interstate  of  Texas, 
gave  this  advice: 

(a)  Around  no-name  features,  build 
your  strongest  shorts. 

(b)  An  occasional  all-shorts  pro- 
gram. 

(c)  The  Perfect  Program — A fairly 
good  feature  and  top-notch  shorts. 

td)  A shorts  program  made  up  of  a 
series  of  subjects  of  different  name 
bands. 

(e)  Sending  penny  postcards  to  hob- 
byists and  sportsmen  whenever  shorts 
dealing  with  their  sport  or  hobby  are 
available. 

Mrs.  Short  observed  the  greatest  shorts 
lineup  ever  planned  by  the  industry  is 
forthcoming  in  1939-40. 

Hear  From  Architects 
Bill  Moore  of  Corgan  & Moore,  Dallas 
theatre  architects,  discussed  the  “Theatre 
of  Tomorrow,”  explaining  how  architects 
must  be  showmen  to  keep  up  with  trends. 

“All  your  selling  will  be  of  no  avail,  if 
you  do  not  have  the  right  type  of  theatre,” 
he  told  the  convention.  “Give  your  pat- 
rons something  of  which  they  can  be 
proud.” 

A complete  account  of  Moore’s  address 
will  appear  in  a future  issue  of  The  Mod- 
ern Theatre  section  of  Boxoffice. 

R.  J.  (Bob)  O’Donnell,  Interstate  vice- 
president  and  general  sales  manager,  was 
introduced  by  Paul  Short  of  National 
Screen  Service. 

He  reported  that  the  Variety  Clubs  have 
decided  to  pick  out  an  outstanding  hu- 
manitarian each  year  for  an  award  and 
that  the  1938  award  had  been  presented  to 
Father  Flanagan  for  his  Boys  Town,  near 
Omaha,  Neb. 

“Tire  showman  has  a responsibility  to 
his  fellowman,”  O’Donnell  said.  “The  tol- 
erance that  should  be  a part  of  our  busi- 
ness should  be  demonstrated  by  everyone 
in  the  business.  In  the  motion  picture 
•'ndustry,  we  should  have  a new  slogan: 
‘Live  and  Help  Live’ — look  on  every  ex- 
hibitor as  a brother  in  the  same  business; 
scmeone  we  can  help;  see  if  we  can’t  find 
some  solution  to  these  problems  that  are 
always  creeping  into  the  courts. 

“Faith  and  tolerance  for  each  other; 
right  or  wrong  on  either  side,  there  should 
be  a way  of  adjusting  these  things.  There 


should  be  no  knives  for  one  another’s 
backs.” 

He  urged  every  showman  to  do  some- 
thing for  his  community  that  would  help 
uplift  that  community.  He  concluded  by 
urging  Oklahoma  theatre  men  to  formulate 
a tent  of  Variety. 

In  the  final  address,  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  president,  outlined  the  setup  of 
the  MPTOA.  “It  is  made  up  of  circuits 
and  independents  alike,”  he  pointed  out. 
“We  could  not  get  along  separately.  There 
are  26  independent  theatre  owners  on  our 
board  of  directors — that  is  the  answer  to 
our  critics  who  have  accused  us  of  being 
owned  by  the  circuits.  Because  we  invite 
all  elements  to  work  with  us,  we  must  al- 
ways face  this  charge.  We  are  proud  of 
whom  we  have  in  our  ranks  which  em- 


Morris  Loewenstein — 

Named  preside7it  of  the  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Oklahoma,  Inc.,  for  the  secoiid 
year. 


brace  75  per  cent  of  the  really  independent 
theatre  men  of  the  country. 

“The  policies  of  others  in  inviting  out- 
side interests  to  attack  our  industry  be- 
cause of  personal  jealousies,  is  making  our 
ranks  all  the  weaker.  We  exhibitors  owe 
the  industry  itself  our  complete  loyalty; 
we  cannot  permit  the  pitiful  heckling  mi- 
nority to  tear  down  all  we  have  done  in 
the  past  years.” 

The  department  of  justice  suits,  Kuy- 
kendall stated,  cannot  be  of  productive 
good  to  any  part  of  the  industry,  f'r  they 
seek  to  tear  down  the  success  of  many 
years  of  work. 

“You  will  never  be  able  to  enact  legis- 
lation that  will  help  men  who  have  no 
business  ability  to  stay  in  business,”  Kuy- 
kendall stated.  “Tliose  who  are  getting 
along  have  more  sense  than  to  invite  out- 
siders in  to  tear  apart  what  we  have  left 
worth  fighting  for.” 

Unfairness  is  in  the  business  to  a bad 
degree.  Kuykendall  observed.  “It  crept 
in  slowly.  People’s  investments  have  been 
taken  away.  Some  who  have  gone  into 
court  have  really  been  damaged.  Many 
others  have  merely  been  bad  business  men. 
The  whole  industry  must  now,  of  neces- 
sity, eliminate  unfair  practices. 

“I  wonder  if  the  distributors  haven’t 
waited  too  long  to  recognize  the  necessity 


of  fair  trade  practices?  ...  I hope  not  . . . 
I do  know  they  are  sincerely  trying  to 
formulate  them  now.” 

Speaking  on  radio,  he  expressed  inter- 
est in  action  being  taken  by  producers  to 
keep  stars  off  the  air  and  hoped  it  would 
continue. 

“Ascap,  left  as  it  is  today,  is  a serious 
menace,”  he  continued.  “They  can  do  al- 
most anything  to  you  today  they  please. 
We  haven’t  tried  to  destroy  Ascap;  we 
have  tried  to  limit  the  assessments  they 
can  place  upon  us.” 

He  bitterly  condemned  the  Neely  Bill 
and  drew  a round  of  applause  on  his  con- 
clusions. 

“Divorcement  will  not  mean  a thing” 
was  his  next  observation.  “That  theatre 
across  the  street  will  still  be  there  no 
matter  who  owns  it.  It  will  merely  put 
the  chains  in  local  hands.” 

Non-theatricals  he  described  as  a great 
menace. 

He  dwelt  at  length  on  the  trade  prac- 
tice code,  explaining,  in  detail,  various 
portions  and  repeating  statements  made  at 
previous  conventions  and  in  the  columns 
of  Boxoffice  from  time  to  time. 

Kuykendall  flayed  Allied  for  promising 
an  open  forum  at  Minneapolis  and  then 
“steam-rollering  through  a cut-and-dried 
program  that  was  not  even  permitted  dis- 
cussion on  the  convention  floor  as  prom- 
ised in  all  the  pre-convention  statements 
issued  by  Allied  officials.” 

“The  independents  must  be  protected  in 
this  industry,”  Kuykendall  concluded. 
“They  must  be  taken  care  of  by  those  who 
have  more  strength  because  they  are  im- 
portant to  our  industry.  If  the  indepen- 
dents are  not  protected,  then  all  exhibi- 
tors will  go  down  together.” 

Following  Kuykendall’s  address,  J.  C. 
Hunter  presented  a motion  that  the  con- 
vention go  on  record  as  opposing  the  Neely 
Bill  and  to  so  notify  national  representa- 
tives and  senators.  It  was  seconded  by 
T.  B.  Noble  jr.  and  passed. 

Homer  Jones  proposed  a committee  of 
five  be  named  to  study  the  trade  prac- 
tice code  carefully  and  make  recommen- 
dations for  action  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, which  was  seconded  by  L.  C.  Griffith 
and  passed.  Named  by  President  Loewen- 
stein to  this  committee  were  L.  C.  Grif- 
fith, Jones,  Fred  Pickerel,  Noble  and  Louis 
Groves. 


"Researchers"  at  Work 
In  Exchange 

Dallas — A new  department  of  14  em- 
ployes is  at  work  in  specially  arranged 
quarters  in  the  M-G-M  exchange,  but 
not  in  connection  with  the  routine  of 
film  business.  The  group  is  collecting 
data  in  connection  with  various  suits 
now  pending  against  distributors,  most- 
ly federal,  and  particularly  the  gov- 
ernment suits  against  Griffith  and  the 
industry  in  general.  Nine  men  are 
here  from  New  York  and  five  local 
women  are  working  on  these  assign- 
ments. The  New  Yorkers  are  all 
M-G-M  employes.  The  ’’research"  also 
is  understood  to  be  in  connection  with 
a dozen  or  more  definite  complaints 
made  by  the  Department  of  Justice  re- 
cently. 
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Theatre  Seating  . . . 


No.  304 

We  invite  you  to  write  for  a representative  with  sam- 
ples of  our  chairs.  He  will  demonstrate  to  you  a won- 
derful line  of  seating  and  quote  you  prices  for  a 
complete  job  ready  for  use, 

CONTACT  NEAREST  OEHCE 

American  Desk  Manufacturing  Company 

Factory:  Temple,  Texas 

SALES  OFFICES: 

Delias,  Texas — 210  South  Harwood — Forrest  Dunlap  New  Orleans,  Louisiana — 226  South  Liberty — W.  A.  Prewitt 

Memphis,  Tennessee — 397V2  So.  Second — Floyd  Shaffer  Kansas  City,  Missouri — Film  Center  Bldg. — F.  H.  Bowen 


We  have  sold  hun- 
dreds of  t h o u- 
sands  of  theatre 
chairs  to  the  The- 
atre owners  of  the 
Southwest. 


We  offer: 

La  France  fabrics. 
Chase  "Redo"  imitation 
leathers. 

Sponge  rubber  cush- 
ions. 


We  can  save  you 
a great  deal  of 
money  on  any 
seating  job  you 
may  need. 


Premier  spring  construc- 
tions. 

Ball  bearing  hinges. 
Factory  Instalation  men. 
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Pre-Trial  Settlement  Reached 
By  McLendon  and  Majors 


Dallas — Suit  of  B.  R.  McLendon  against 
eight  major  distributors  asking  an  in- 
junction restraining  them  from  holding  up 
pictures  for  his  Atlanta,  Tex.,  theatres  until 
30  days  after  runs  in  the  Paramount- 
Richards  theatres  in  Texarkana,  was  dis- 
missed without  prejudice  in  federal  court 
here  Tuesday. 

McLendon’s  complaint  was  settled  out  of 
court  through  negotiations  between  George 
Wright,  attorney  for  the  distributors,  Pat 
Russell,  attorney  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the 


plaintiff  himself,  McLendon  also  being  a 
licensed  attorney. 

The  dismissal  without  prejudice  means 
that  McLendon  may  refile  his  suit  at  any 
time  if  he  elects  to  do  so.  The  settlement 
provided  that  there  will  be  no  protection 
of  Texarkana  over  Atlanta  on  the  part  of 
any  of  the  distributors  named  in  the  suit. 
It  also  provided  that  pictures  will  be  avail- 
able to  the  Atlanta  theatres  promptly. 

It  is  understood  McLendon  is  going  ahead 
with  a trial  of  the  new  agreement. 


OKIILAIIHIIOMIA  ClITY, 


JN  JUST  about  two  weeks,  we  under- 
stand, a party  of  state  theatremen  are 
going  to  cast  gross  worries  behind  them 
and  hie  off  to  Lake  of  the  Woods  in  Can- 
ada for  a two-week  fishing  trip.  Just  so 
you’ll  know  of  whom  to  be  envious,  here’s 
the  party:  L.  C.  Griffith,  general  man- 
ager Griffith  Amusement  Co.;  Claude  O. 
Fulgum,  district  manager  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.;  Alvin  Powell,  Guthrie;  W.  L. 
Berryman,  Bartlesville;  Adam  Hornbeck, 
Shawnee;  W.  T.  Spears,  Altus;  Jack  Wil- 
bern,  Duncan;  Arlie  Crites,  Lubbock;  Carl 
Benefiel,  Pampa;  Frank  Norton,  Okemah; 
Frank  Fonville,  Oklahoma  City;  Foster 
McSwain,  Ada;  Tom  Reed,  Oklahoma  City, 
and  Paul  Shipley,  Oklahoma  City. 

Death  came  last  week  to  Malcom  Cook, 
33,  Griffith  partner  at  Okmulgee,  who  had 
many  friends  all  over  the  state.  He  died 
following  an  operation.  He  went  to  Okmul- 
gee in  1934  following  operation  of  his  own 
open-air  theatre  in  Capitol  Hill  of  Okla- 
homa City. 


Consolidated  Theatres,  Inc.,  through  its 
subsidiary,  Lindsey  Theatres,  has  pur- 
chased the  Broadway  and  Lyric  theatres 
from  Andy  Maulden  and  the  Cactus 
Theatre,  all  in  Lubbock,  Texas,  giving  the 
firm  six  houses  there.  Already  set  were 
the  Lindsey,  Palace  and  Texan. 

Consolidated  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  building 
a new  house  in  Sapulpa,  Okla.,  to  seat  522 
persons.  Jimmy  Zartuludes  is  a partner  in 
the  enterprise. 

Hurricane  Paris  is  rebuilding  Lewis 
Barton’s  Cozy  Theatre  at  Stroud,  Okla., 
and  is  contemplating  producing  a color 
newsreel  of  Disney,  Okla. 

Sam  Caporal  has  gone  from  double  to 
single  bills  at  his  Mayflower  Theatre  here. 
Will  spot  more  short  subjects  on  the  single 
bill  programs  also. 

“Souvenir  Scenes”  from  “The  Big  Pic- 
tures of  1939’s  Midsummer  Season,”  book- 
let distributed  by  Standard  Tlieatres, 


30  YEARS' 

Experience  in  Building 
Projection  Equipment 

Why  Experiment  With  Untried  and 
Unproven  Equipment? 

Make  it  SIMPLE  All  the  Way  and 
Take  Advantage  of  that  Thirty 
Years'  Experience. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 


proved  to  be  the  best  giveaway  in  a long 
spell,  according  to  Pat  Patchen,  advertis- 
ing manager,  who  based  his  opinion  on 
fact  none  were  found  strewn  on  local 
streets  after  having  been  given  out  in 
theatre  lobbies. 

Jack  Tunstell,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Criterion  Theatre,  is  back  from  a two 
weeks’  vacation  trip. 

Pauline  Johnson,  private  secretary  to 
Walter  Shuttee,  Standard  general  man- 
ager, off  to  the  New  York  World  Fair  for 
her  vacation  trip. 

A.  L.  Smith,  treasurer  of  Standard 
Theatres,  surprised  all  and  sundry  by  get- 
ting himself  tied  up  in  the  marital  knot. 
His  former  suave  indifference  has  been 
replaced  by  a look  in  his  eye  indicating 
wojider  where  the  next  joke  about  it  is 
coming  from.  The  young  lady  who  now 
shares  Smith’s  worries  was  Miss  Margaret 
Searing  of  New  York  City. 

A bit  of  price  cutting  in  our  midst — 
when  the  Liberty,  first-run  double  bills 
came  down  to  15  cents  for  its  first  mati- 
nee, the  rival  State  Theatre,  same  status, 
across  the  street,  pushed  its  price  to 
same  figure  until  6 p.  m.  giving  price- 
conscious customers  four  hours  more  than 
the  Liberty. 

It  was  Tarzan  week  here  starting  last 
Friday — Midwest  put  on  “Tarzan  Finds  a 
So?T’  new  Metro  picture  with  Johnny 
Weissmuller,  while  the  State,  on  a double 
bill,  offered  Herman  Brix  in  “Tarzan  and 
the  Green  Goddess”  while  just  around  the 
corner  Morris  Loewenstein’s  Majestic  was 
offering  “Tarzan’s  Revenge”  with  Glenn 
Morris. 

Cecil  Davis’  new  Coronado  Theatre  at 
Putnam  City  opened  June  28.  It  features 
a lighted  300-car  parking  lot. 

The  State  Theatre  received  a good 
publicity  break  last  week.  A local  photog- 
rapher demonstrating  some  new  tricks  in 
the  photo  art  decided  to  take  a shot  of 
the  business  block  wherein  the  State 
stands  out  like  a sore-thumb.  His  picture 
was  so  good  the  Oklahoma  City  Times  ran 
it  four  columns  wide,  ten  inches  deep — 
with  the  State  leaping  out  of  the  picture 
because  of  its  topnotch  sign. 

Earl  Barrett  jr.,  who  was  operating  the 
Ritz  at  Madill,  and  who  was  accidentally 
shot  while  handling  a gun,  has  been  suc- 
ceeded at  the  Ritz  by  Levine  Moore. 


New  Santone  Censor 

San  Antonio — Mrs.  Dove  Vincius  was 
named  as  the  new  city  motion  picture 
censor  at  a monthly  salary  of  $80.  Mrs. 
Vincius  will  take  the  position  formerly 
held  by  Mrs.  Hugh  B.  Rice. 


"Winkle"  to  Passer 

Hollywood  — Monogram  has  assigned 
Rolf  Passer  to  script  “Rip  Van  Winkle,”  to 
be  produced  on  a high-budget  scale. 


Years^  of  KxDerienoe  Has  Tauerht  Us  How 
to  Serve  You 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  <&  Sales  Co. 

.SKi  Southwest  Hlvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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]y[RS.  MARK  ATTWOOD,  who  has 
operated  the  Amusu  Theatre  at  Por- 
dyce.  Ark.  for  a number  of  years,  visited 
here  last  week  and  advised,  effective  July 
15,  the  K.  Lee  Williams  circuit  out  of 
Oklahoma  City,  would  assume  the  full 
management  of  her  theatre.  Mrs.  Attwood 
says  she  can’t  make  up  her  mind  whether 
to  take  the  vacation  to  California  her 
husband  offered  her  if  she  would  sell  out, 
or  stay  home  and  see  how  it  would  be  not 
to  have  to  worry  about  whether  her  film 
had  arrived  for  that  night’s  show. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this  week: 
W.  A.  Rush,  Houston;  Charles  Collier, 
Shaw;  C.  H.  Collier,  Drew;  B.  F.  Jackson, 
Ruleville;  J.  W.  Crabtree,  Clarendon;  J.  F. 


A T IL  A WT  A 

BILL  TAYLOR  is  representing  Bernie 
Shapiro’s  Southern  Poster  Printing  in 
Charlotte,  covering  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina  . . . Mrs.  Berma  Jones, 
manager  of  the  New  Ideal  Theatre  at  Ash- 
burn,  Ga.  and  Mrs.  Estelle  Swearengin, 
manager  of  the  Rochelle,  at  Rochelle,  Ga., 
are  vacationing  at  Jacksonville  Beach, 
Fla.  . . . Maurice  Simmons,  GN  booker,  has 
returned  from  vacation  in  north  Georgia 
. . . Guy  Brown  is  visiting  relatives  in  New 
Orleans  . . . Hap  Barnes  of  United  Artists 
is  the  proud  father  of  a seven-pound  baby 
girl. 

Trippers:  Mrs.  Abe  Brown,  wife  of  the 
genial  host  of  the  K&B  Soda  Co.,  returned 
from  New  York  , . . Jimmy  Crockett,  from 
New  Orleans,  was  in  toum  . . . John  Ezell 
is  back  from  a Nashville  trip  . . . Lane 
Howard,  booker  for  Affiliated  Producers, 
and  Mrs.  Howard,  vacationing  in  New 
York. 

Along  the  Row:  Mrs.  Bessie  Lawless, 
Fort  Gaines,  Ga.;  Burnham  of  Jonesboro; 
Brannon  of  Dahlonega;  Hugh  Maning, 
Etowah,  Tenn.  . . . Harry  Graham,  Uni- 
versal district  manager,  back  from  a trip 
through  the  district  . . . Arthur  C.  Brom- 
berg of  Republic,  is  spending  ten  days  in 
New  Orleans  . . . Roy  Rogers,  Republic 
cowboy,  who  Louella  Parsons  calls  the 
“Gary  Cooper  of  Westerns”  is  due  at  the 
Fairfax  Theatre  as  part  of  his  tour  of  the 
Wilby  circuit  . . . Rene  Moore  and  Walter 
Brandenburg  are  roadshowing  “Wages  of 
Sin”  in  Kentucky  . . . Claire  Hilgers  is  in 
Florida. 

Howard  Wallace,  Sack  Amusement,  is  in 
West  Virginia  on  his  first  trip  with  the 
new  product  since  taking  over  Million  Dol- 
lar Productions  . . . Better  Films  Commit- 
tee, headed  by  Mrs.  O.  D.  Bartlett,  has  ad- 
journed for  the  summer  . . . Tommy  Read, 
manager  of  the  Fox  Theatre,  held  a 
“Happiness  Contest"  in  connection  with 
showing  “Invitation  to  Happiness”  . . . 
Atlanta  police  recently  viewed  the  G-Man 
films  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover. 


Write  tis  Vour  AIR  CONDITIONING  Wants 
Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
.■}!(>  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Norman,  Best,  England,  Ark.;  Mrs.  H. 
Bruster,  Dickson;  Miss  Louise  Mask,  Boli- 
var; Steve  Stein,  Met,  Jackson,  Tenn.;  Bob 
Smallwood,  Ritz,  Oxford;  J.  R.  Adams, 
Bruce,  Miss.;  Odis  Taylor,  Dresden;  Orris 
Collins,  Paragould;  Clyde  Westbrook,  to- 
gether with  his  right  hand  man,  B.  R. 
Carpenter,  Cleveland. 

Nathan  Plexer  and  B.  Haberfeld,  who 
operate  theatres  in  New  Albany,  Amory 
and  Sardis,  Miss.,  were  in  town  this  week 
and  advised  that  plans  had  been  com- 
pleted for  the  construction  of  a new  600- 
seat  theatre  in  Winona,  Miss.  This  theatre 
will  be  completed  around  September  1 and 
will  be  known  as  the  “New.” 

Charles  E.  Kessnich,  southern  district 
manager  for  M-G-M,  spent  several  days 
in  Memphis  this  week  and  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  Variety  Club  luncheon, 
Monday.  Miss  Emma  Cox  of  the  Gem  at 
Osceola,  Ark.,  was  also  a speaker  at  the 
luncheon. 

Brooks  McDougald,  exhibitor  at  Monti- 
cello,  Ark.,  is  very  happy  these  days  and 
says  “it’s  big  doings”  down  Monticello  way 
with  the  bumper  crop  of  tomatoes  this 
year  and  the  tomato  festival  in  full  swing. 

Lew  Andrews,  office  manager  for  Malco 
Theatres,  was  called  to  Cape  Girardeau, 
Mo.,  this  week  due  to  the  illness  and  death 
of  his  brother. 

Cliff  Wallace,  branch  manager  for  Ross 


Federal,  is  playing  nursemaid  these  days, 
while  his  wife  is  vacationing  in  Florida 
and  Havana.  He  says  after  a week  of  look- 
ing after  them,  he  is  convinced  that  Mrs, 
Wallace  really  needed  a vacation. 

C.  H.  McCroskey,  who  operates  theatres 
in  Dermott,  Eduora  and  Lake  Village,  Ark., 
spent  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  town  com- 
pleting his  summer  bookings. 

G.  Sterling,  who  has  operated  the 
Wright  Theatre,  at  Gurdon,  Ark.,  has  been 
seriously  ill  for  the  past  several  weeks, 
however,  the  latest  report  is  that  he  is 
somewhat  improved  and  will  soon  be  well 
again. 

Mary  Alice  Sperry  returned  to  her  old 
post  as  secretary  to  “Pop”  Stockard  at 
Warner  this  week  after  an  absence  of 
something  like  two  years. 

W.  M.  Snelson,  branch  manager  for  Re- 
public, is  visiting  his  father,  who  has  been 
ill  for  sometime  in  Toccoa,  Ga.  He  is  to 
return  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 

“Bill”  Bryant  is  the  new  cashier  and 
office  manager  at  National  Screen,  replac- 
ing George  Joeckel,  resigned.  Bill  comes 
here  from  Atlanta  where  he  was  booker 
for  Vitagraph.  However,  it  is  like  coming 
home  to  him  as  he  is  well  known  in  this 
territory,  having  also  been  booker  in  the 
local  Vitagraph  office  for  some  time. 

Floyd  Shaffer,  representative  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  70-C) 


Right  Prices  ....  Quality  Merchandise 

WE  HAVE  IT  WHEN  YOU  WANT  IT 

Whether  you  want  a box  of  thumbtacks  or  a com- 
plete air  conditioning  system — we  have  it. 

"Everything  ior  the  theatre  except  Him" 
a bold  slogan  to  live  up  to  but  we  do  it. 

It  will  always  pay  you  in  the  long  run  for  better 
and  quicker  service  to  call  on 


WIL-KIf 

T 150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
J Phone  WALnut  4613 

1 

321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE  j 
Phone  8620  * * 

“Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film” 
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Arbilration  Setup  in 
Trade  Code  Attacked 

Oklahoma  City — A bulletin  to  all  mem- 
bers of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Okla- 
homa was  issued  by  Secretary  George  W. 
Sumner,  prior  to  the  convention  of  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc.,  rival 
organization. 

It  attacked  the  arbitration  setup  of  the 
past  and  as  proposed  in  the  new  trade 
practice  code  and  advised  members  against 
signing  arbitration  agreements  under  any 
conditions  in  connection  wih  buying  of 
film  for  the  coming  year. 

“The  MPTO  convention  will  be  held  at 
the  Biltmore  Hotel  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
June  26-27,”  it  stated  further.  “We  would 
advise  every  independent  in  the  state  to 
attend  that  convention  and  place  your- 
selves in  a position  to  judge  the  merits 
of  the  theatre  organization  that  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Hays  office  producers-dis- 
tributors,  when  compared  with  the  Allied 
organization  now  being  formed  in  Okla- 
homa, and  which  is  a unit  of  National 
Allied. 

“The  Allied  convention  will  be  held  in 


KING’S 

FRONTS  AND  LOBBIES 
pull  them  in. 

KING’S 


Oklahoma  City  early  in  September.  We 
believe  every  independent  theatre  owner 
in  this  state  should  make  his  plans  to  at- 
tend. 

“By  attending  both  conventions,  you 
will  be  in  a better  position  to  judge  which 
organization  is  better  qualified  to  repre- 
sent you,  an  independent  theatre  owner, 
and  to  protect  your  interests.” 

Five  members  of  Allied  attended  the 
Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc.,  con- 
vention but  took  no  part  in  proceedings. 


Expect  a Hearing  Soon  on 
Houston  Suit  Over  Film 

Dall.as — The  case  of  Brig.  General  An- 
drew Jackson  Houston  who  is  asking  dam- 
ages from  Republic  Pictures  of  Texas,  W. 
G.  Underwood,  Interstate  circuit,  Karl 
Hoblitzelle,  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  because,  he 
claims,  the  picture  “Man  of  Conquest”  re- 
flected on  the  character  of  his  parents. 
General  Sam  Houston  and  Mrs.  Sam  Hous- 
ton, was  expected  to  be  heard  in  a Hous- 
ton district  court  before  the  week  ended. 

Will  Horwitz,  prominent  Houston  exhi- 
bitor, was  not  named  in  the  suit,  as  was 
first  indicated.  W.  G.  Underwood  has 
been  in  the  Bayou  City  for  the  trial  and 
to  confer  with  defendant  attorneys.  Baker, 
Botts,  Wharton  & Andrews.  The  plaintiff 
lives  at  La  Porte,  Tex. 


Threet  Reports  Plans  for 
New  PU  Arthur  House 


individual  treatment  of  the- 
atre auditoriums  please  pa- 
trons inside. 


See  KING  for  Theatre  Re- 
modeling and  Re-vamping. 
KNOWING  HOW 
SINCE  1910 

PLANS  FREE 
ON  REMODELING  lOB 

KING 

SCENIC  CO. 

20 11 1/2  Jackson  St. 


Dallas — On  the  Row  this  week,  L.  M. 
Threet  of  Lufkin,  who  does  much  travel- 
ing these  days  in  the  interest  of  new 
theatre  ventures  he  is  contemplating,  says 
Dallas  theatre  architects  are  now  work- 
ing up  plans  for  a 1,000-seat  house  he  pro- 
poses in  Pt.  Arthur  on  a site  owned  by 
his  company,  L.  M.  Threet  Theatres.  His 
new  Jackson  Theatre,  now  well  under  way 
at  Jacksonville,  will  open  in  August. 


New  House  in  Athens 

Athens,  Ala. — A new  340-seat  theatre 
has  been  opened  here  by  the  Sudekum 
circuit. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 

Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 


AGNER  - SIGN  - SERVICE  - INC. 
AGNER  - LETTERS 
AGNER  - GLASS 
AGNER  FRAMES 

SOLI)  BY 

C.  L.  McCOY 

Texas — Louisiana — Arkansas — W.  Tennessee — 
Arizona — New  Mexico— Oklahoma 


For  Better  Marquees 

Phoiip  7-S7:{8 

2625  ELM  STREET 
DALLAS.  TEXAS 


THE  newest  group  of  Barkers  to  get  by 

the  Variety  Club’s  membership  com- 
mittee are  H.  C.  Miller  of  Tyler;  Fred 
Hoenscheidt,  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres;  Jack 
M.  Corgan,  Corgan  & Moore,  architects; 
Hiram  Parks,  Warner;  the  last  three  re- 
siding in  Dallas.  Incidentally,  the  club’s 
Monday  luncheon  was  held  at  Hope  Cot- 
tage where  Variety  funds  on  several  oc- 
casions have  been  donated  for  the  care  of 
underprivileged  babies. 

Audrey  Cox,  the  Lamesa  exhibitor,  was 
catching  up  on  booking  for  three  theatres 
following  a vacation  trip  to  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair. 

And  just  as  likely  as  not  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Matson  of  Rockdale  may  be  another  tour- 
ist at  the  New  York  Fair  this  summer, 
she  told  us  on  the  Row  this  week.  She 
says  she  has  New  York  yet  to  see  and  will 
go  if  present  plans  work  out.  Her  daugh- 
ter, Miss  Gladys  Matson,  who  is  attending 
Texas  University  for  six  weeks  this  sum- 
mer, probably  will  accompany  her.  Last 
summer  the  Matsons  motored  to  Mexico 
City. 

T.  C.  Kirksey  of  the  Gem,  Rosebud,  was 
one  of  the  regulars  in  town  this  week, 
visiting  the  various  booking  departments. 

Clever  little  advance  display  ads  ran  in 
Dallas  newspapers  telling  about  the  open- 
ing of  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  Saturday  at 
the  Majestic.  The  punch  was  a testimonial 
from  Elm  St.  managers  carried  in  a box 
at  the  top  of  the  space.  One  day  Louis 
Charninsky,  of  the  Capitol  and  Rialto, 
said  “it  was  the  best.”  In  following  issues 
other  managers  told  of  the  pictures’  fine 
entertainment  merits,  and  even  the  opin- 
ions of  the  publicity  men  were  quoted. 
The  Lincoln  film  is  playing  the  Griffith 
and  R&R  circuits  as  a “Money-Back  Pic- 
ture,” that  is,  patrons  are  offered  a re- 
fund of  their  admission  if  they  ask  for  it. 

C.  H.  Cox  of  Gilmer  paid  the  Row  an 
overdue  visit  and  did  booking  for  his  Cry- 
stal and  Strand. 

P.  G.  Cameron  is  off  to  California  true 
to  what  he  told  this  column  a few  weeks 
ago.  While  away,  the  Rita  Theatre  is  un- 
der direction  of  his  son  Guy  Cameron. 
Guy  loosened  up  the  other  day  and  bought 
a Packard.  About  that  time  a business 
friend  asked  him  if  he  had  sold  the  thea- 
tre while  the  boss  was  out  of  town. 

Henry  Sorenson  has  a little  washed  air 
unit  set  up  in  his  office  to  keep  him  cool 
the  rest  of  the  summer  and  in  an  adjoin- 
ing room  Col.  Cole  was  doing  a little  en- 
gineering on  his  cooling  plant  so  that  the 
thermometer  on  his  desk  would  behave 
to  his  liking. 

Speaking  of  cooling,  the  Columbia  ex- 
change is  a good  place  to  be  these  days 
with  its  constant  temperature  of  78  evenly 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
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over  the  entire  office  because  of  a recently 
installed  refrigeration  plant. 

The  M-G~M  branch  is  another  among 
the  cooler  film  centers,  although  that 
company  has  gone  on  a five-day  week 
basis  the  rest  of  the  summer.  Exhibitors 
had  best  think  ahead  during  the  week  as 
only  emergency  matters  are  handled  by 
M-G-M  on  Saturday  for  the  next  two 
months. 

Stanley  Swift  of  Cameron  made  an  ap- 
pearance this  week.  He  doesn’t  show  up 
often  since  making  his  deal  with  R&R. 
While  in  town  he  conferred  mostly  with 
Don  Douglas  of  the  R&R  office,  but  did 
take  time  to  chat  with  a few  old  friends. 

Rubin  Frels  put  in  several  days  full 
time  around  exchanges  booking  for  his 
south  Texas  circuit.  As  is  well-known,  his 
headquarters  are  in  Victoria. 

Gidney  Talley  of  Pleasanton  and  opera- 
tor of  several  small  situations  in  south- 
west Texas,  was  in  town  for  a brief  stay. 
He  is  one  of  those  few  exhibitors  who  has 
been  doing  much  travel  in  his  own  plane 
and  on  one  trip  cracked  up  breaking  an 
arm.  However,  he  has  long  since  recov- 
ered from  that  injury. 

Ted  Lewis  of  Texarkana  was  hobnobbing 
about  the  Row  Tuesday  on  routine  busi- 
ness. 

H.  A.  Wortham,  accountant  for  the 
Adams  Film  Exchange,  leaves  that  com- 
pany July  1 for  the  same  capacity  in  Dallas 
for  Sack  Amusement  Enterprises.  Joe 
Adams,  the  son  of  Jack  Adams,  will  suc- 
ceed him. 


Mauldin  Sells  House  at 
Tulia  to  Hollis  Boren 


Dallas — Hollis  Boren,  owner  of  theatres 
in  Memphis,  has  purchased  the  Grand  at 
Tulia  from  W.  A.  (Andy)  Mauldin.  The 
house,  Boren  told  friends  while  in  town 
straightening  out  bookings,  was  purchased 
for  his  son-in-law,  Chas.  Weisendurt,  who 
will  be  the  resident  manager.  This  sale 
apparently  winds  up,  temporarily  at  least, 
Mauldin’s  activity  in  theatre  business.  His 
Lubbock  houses  were  sold  to  the  Lindsey- 
Griffith  interests  and  Johnny  Blocker,  it  is 
understood,  is  again  operating  the  Texas 
at  Abilene,  which  house  was  under  Mauldin 
management  until  recently. 


Ted  Jones  Is  Appointed 
New  Mexico  Supervisor 

Oklahoma  City — Managerial  changes 
and  appointment  of  a district  manager 
by  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.,  are  an- 
nounced here. 

Ted  Jones,  district  manager,  with  head- 
quarters in  Roswell,  N.  M.,  will,  in  the 
future,  devote  his  time  to  supervising  cir- 
cuit theatres  in  the  New  Mexico  district. 

Wayne  Patterson,  ex-manager  of  the 
Reel  and  Rig  theatres,  Hobbs,  N.  M.,  has 
been  promoted  to  manager  of  the  Yucca 
and  Pecos  theatres,  Roswell. 

Jack  Baldock,  formerly  in  Roswell,  is 
now  managing  the  Yam  and  Kiva  thea- 
tres, Portales,  N.  M. 


^HE  new  Howard  Theatre,  Nashville, 

owned  by  the  K.  Lee  Williams  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  held  its  formal  opening  Thurs- 
day evening.  State  Senator  George  R. 
Steele  gave  an  address  of  welcome  and  a 
number  of  prominent  citizens  made  short 
talks.  Louis  Littlefair,  formerly  with  the 
R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres,  will  manage  the 
house.  The  new  Howard,  which  was  for- 
merly the  Gem,  has  been  completely  re- 
modeled and  enlarged. 

The  New  Theatre,  Caraway,  has  opened 
after  being  closed  for  several  weeks  for 
remodeling  and  reconditioning. 

Installation  of  a new  cooling  system  has 
just  been  completed  at  the  Camden  Thea- 
tre, Camden  . . . Remodeling  of  the  Pas- 
time, Danville,  will  begin  soon.  The  house 
is  being  painted  this  week. 

The  Concord  Theatre,  Springdale,  is  be- 
ing remodeled  and  a new  boxoffice  and 
ticket  machinery  are  being  installed  . . . 
The  Rex,  Carlisle,  recently  installed  a 
cooling  system  . . . The  Judd  Theatre, 
Judsonia,  which  has  been  operated  by  O. 
C.  Waller,  has  been  leased  to  Ralph  Van 
Meter. 

Admittance  prices  to  matinees  at  the 
Imperial,  Brinkley,  have  been  raised  from 
10  to  15  cents. 

Work  started  recently  on  remodeling  of 
the  Strand  Theatre’s  air  coriditioning  sys- 
tem ...  A new  cooling  system  has  been 
installed  at  the  Co-Ed,  Arkadelphia. 


New  principles  are  injected  into  cooling 
equipment  from  time  to  time,  just  as  in  pro- 
jection or  sound  equipment. 


We  Employ  Every  New  and  Proven 
Advancement  in  Cooling 

Our  New  Model  Blowers  are  capable  of 
taking  air  thru  the  washer  and  forcing  it, 
with  correct  velocity,  to  all  back  seats. 


Does  Your  Present  Cooling 
Eguipment  Do  This? 


‘Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always' 
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A "Variety  Hour"  Tested 
By  Pierce  at  Midwest 

Oklahoma  City  — An  innovation  has 
been  introduced  here  to  theatre  audiences 
by  Spence  Pierce,  manager  of  the  Mid- 
west. It  is  "Variety  Hour,”  and  if  it 
meets  with  public  approval,  will  be  made 
a regular  feature. 

The  "Hour”  is  a diversified  60  minutes 
of  specially  edited  shorts,  assembled  by 
Pierce.  Included  are  Benchleys,  news- 
reels, sport  reels,  cartoons,  fashion  fore- 
casts and  musical  shorts. 


Gem,  Abbeville,  Opens 

Abbeville,  La. — M.  Guidry  has  opened 
the  Gem  here.  The  house  seats  500. 


NEW  ORLEANS 

At  RKO  Meet — 

The  conventioneers  who  attended 
their  compaiiy’s  conclave  in  Rye,  N.  Y. 
Top:  Left  to  right,  Thornton  C.  Cox, 
Page  M.  Baker,  manager;  Roy  E. 
Pfeiffer.  At  top  right:  Left  to  right,  H. 
M.  Lyo?is,  southeastern  district  man- 
ager; R.  Cameron  Price,  Joe  B. 
Brecheen,  manager;  Paul  Harrison, 
Frank  W.  Salley,  Ira  Parnell  Stone, 
Horace  H.  Wright.  Center:  N.  J.  Col- 
quhoun,  manager;  Roger  S.  Mitchell, 
Rovy  F.  Branon,  Frank  W . Gebhardt. 
Bottom  right:  Front  row — Albert  M. 
Avery,  Memphis  manager;  Ralph  B. 
Williams,  Oklahoma  City  manager; 
Robert  E.  Helms,  Dallas;  William  V. 
Adwell,  Adams;  Clarence  W.  Allen, 
Dallas  manager;  Jack  E.  Huey,  Dal- 
las; Chester  A.  Balksley,  Oklahoma 
City.  Second  row — Paul  D.  Fielding, 
Oklahoma  City;  Scott  E.  Chesnutt, 
Oklahoma  City;  Sol  M.  Sachs,  district 
manager;  Reginald  V.  Reagin,  Mem- 
phis; Vernon  H.  Adams,  Dallas;  Clar- 
ence J.  Wheeler,  Dallas,  and  William 
Grover  Wray,  Memphis. 


Falgout  to  Build 

Raceland,  La. — Leonard  Falgout,  who 
formerly  operated  a theatre  in  Raceland, 
announces  he  will  start  building  at  once 
on  a new  house  here. 


Remodel  at  Clarksville 

Clarksville,  Tex. — Remodeling  of  the 
front  of  the  State  Theatre,  owned  by  Wolfe 
and  Englebrecht  in  affiliation  with  the 
Griffith  circuit,  is  about  completed.  A 
rustic  motif  was  employed  by  Corgan  & 
Moore,  Dallas  theatre  architects,  who  are 
handling  the  job.  The  interior  remains 
untouched,  as  it  was  but  recently  modern- 
ized. 


New  Cooling  Unit 

Gainesville,  Tex. — A new  cooling  unit, 
to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  system 
already  in  use,  has  been  installed  in  the 
State  Theatre. 


The  Queen  in  Bryan.  Tex,. 
Is  Eguipped  by  National 

Dallas — All  equipment  for  the  newly 
rebuilt  Queen  Theatre  at  Bryan,  Tex.,  is 
being  furnished  by  the  local  branch  of 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Other  recent  NTS  sales:  Carpet,  Hall 
Industries  Theatres,  Beeville;  chairs.  Re- 
public exchange,  Dallas;  sound  system, 
A.  W.  Willy’s  Rialto,  Greenville;  carpet. 
Palace,  Jacksonville;  screen,  Dorbandt, 
Jacksonville;  screen,  Rita,  Nacogdoches; 
lamps,  transverter,  booth  table,  film  cabi- 
net, fluorescent  desk  lamp,  deflector,  furn- 
iture, Gidney  Talley’s  Plestex,  Pleasanton. 


ATLANTA 


CHARLOTTE 
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E.  M.  and  Ira  Loew  Will 
Inspect  Circuit  Links 

Miami — Meeting  his  brother,  E.  M.,  in 
New  Orleans  mid-July,  Ira  Loew,  director 
of  the  local  E.  M.  Loew  interests,  will 
spend  several  days  inspecting  the  new 
Drive-In  being  built  there,  which  will  have 
space  for  1,500  cars. 

The  E.  M.  Loew  circuit  now  includes  five 
Drive-Ins  and  60  regular  theatres. 

From  New  Orleans,  the  brothers  will 
visit  in  Baltimore  and  Virginia. 


Harp  Opens  Harlem 

Donaldsonville,  La. — The  Harlem  (col- 
ored) Theatre,  seating  267,  has  been 
opened  here  by  Sydney  Harp. 


JT  IS  now  “Colonel”  Tony  Sudekum,  high 
mogul  of  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
Nashville,  owners  and  operators  of  50  mid- 
dle Tennessee  theatres.  Tennessee’s  Gov. 
Prentice  Cooper  has  named  Sudekum  an 
honorary  member  of  his  staff. 

Chas.  H.  Amos,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount, Nashville,  severely  injured  by  a 
fall  early  in  the  year  and  at  home  conva- 
lescing for  the  past  two  months,  is  about 
ready  to  desert  a wheel  chair  and  crutches. 
He  is  expected  back  at  the  Paramount  for 
active  duty  around  July  15. 

Newport  is  having  a “straw  ballot”  and 
a bitter  fight  by  local  opposition  while 
the  city  council  has  up  an  ordinance  to 
permit  Simday  shows.  The  ordinance 
passed  first  reading  and  a majority  of 
the  councUmen  are  said  to  favor  it. 

First  prize  in  an  increased  attendance 
contest  for  the  month  of  May  among 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  houses  went  to 
William  Greer,  New  Court  Theatre,  Hunt- 
ingdon. 

A patron’s  fall  on  the  balcony  steps  of 
the  Tivoli,  Chattanooga,  last  October  cost 
the  management  $3,500  in  a circuit  court 
damage  suit.  The  theatre  hasn’t  decided 
whether  the  decision  will  be  appealed. 

Mat  B.  Bates,  manager  of  the  Gem, 
Etowah,  was  recently  married  to  Miss 
Floyd  Love  Schoolfield. 

Robert  Hampton,  of  Kingsport,  recent- 
ly succeeded  Ralph  Bachus  as  manager 
of  the  Capitol,  Brownsville. 

W.  A.  (Sandy)  McPherson,  manager  of 
the  Elite,  Second  Ave.  South,  Nashville, 
since  its  opening,  is  rated  as  one  of  the 
best  managers  in  the  city.  His  twelve 
years’  experience  with  the  advertising  de- 
partment of  Ringling  Bros,  and  Barnum 
Bailey  Circus  was  good  training  for  selling 
seats  in  a theatre. 

Sam  Hershfield,  promotional  director  of 
Independent  Theatres,  Inc.,  Chattanooga, 
has  an  idea  that  is  clicking.  He  visits 
Erlanger  Hospital  and  gives  free  passes 
to  patients  in  the  hospital  to  be  used  when 
they  have  recovered.  His  gifts  include 
anxious  fathers  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
stork. 


gREAKING  all  standing  boxoffice  rec- 
ords for  a juvenile  matinee,  the 
Strand’s  model  airplane  show  climaxed  a 
series  of  15  weekly  buildups  in  which  the 
Flying  G-Men  model  airplane  contest  was 
run  in  cooperation  with  the  Miami  Daily 
News.  The  contest  coincided  with  the 
showing  of  the  serial  “Flying  G-Men.” 
The  85  entries,  on  display  in  Floyd  Stub- 
blefield’s theatre  lobby  for  the  past  sev- 
eral weeks,  have  ranged  from  miniature 
reproductions  of  every  type  of  flying  craft 
from  giant  boomers  to  pick-a-backs. 

Herman  Berlin  jr.,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Strand,  has  been  beaming  for  weeks 
in  anticipation  of  his  vacation  to  the  old 
home  town,  Montgomery.  Bud  Watson,  an 
usher  at  this  same  house,  is  just  back 
from  his  vacation  during  which  he  almost 
caught  up  with  his  favorite  sport,  fishing. 

Charlie  and  Martha  Whitacre  are 
plenty  excited,  too,  these  days.  They’re 
packing  their  Lars  and  Penates  (radio  and 
back  copies  of  Boxoffice  to  you,  Joe)  in 
readiness  for  the  trek  to  the  new  home 
they’ve  built  up  on  49th  street.  Following 
the  return  this  weekend  of  Rollin  K. 
Stonebrook,  Paramount  manager,  where 
Charlie  has  been  on  relief  duty,  he  will  go 
over  to  the  main  offices  to  Eddie  Atkin- 
son’s desk  while  the  Paramount  booker  is 
away  on  his  vacation. 

An  interesting  example  of  the  strategy 
used  in  selecting  staff  members  for  the 
Miami  Drive-In  theatre  is  seen  in  the  per- 
son of  Flora  Soar,  this  huge  open  air 
house’s  cashier.  Miss  Soar,  herself  well 
known  throughout  the  community  in 
which  the  Drive-In  is  located,  is  the 
daughter  of  a Miami  pioneer,  F.  M.  Soar. 

The  new  employes’  cafeteria  at  the 


Fleischer  studios  has  been  put  into  ser- 
vice. The  cartoonists’  dining  room  has 
a capacity  of  250.  Its  manager  formerly 
directed  the  University  of  Miami  cafe- 
teria. 

Jack  Woehrle,  assistant  to  George 
Hoover  at  the  Cinema,  is  entitled  to  a 
close  runnerup  position  (to  Charlie  White- 
acre)  as  the  Paramount  jumping  jack,  his 
present  being  his  third  post  since  the 
holidays. 

Good  business  is  being  reported  in  the 
rather  unusual  booking  being  given  the 
current  revival  of  “San  Francisco”  at  local 
Paramount  houses.  It  is  being  shown 
only  as  a weekend  feature,  for  a three-day 
(Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday)  run.  For 
its  first  two  weeks  it  played  the  two  beach 
houses,  last  week  came  over  to  the 
Olympia  and  this  weekend  will  be  seen  at 
the  adjacent  Flagler  street  house,  the  Rex. 

The  Hialeah  and  the  Flagler  theatres 
are  runiiing  only  on  a weekend  schedule 
for  the  balance  of  the  summer. 

When  Manager  J.  Hal  Luter  advertised 
free  admissions  to  “Lucky  Night”  in  ex- 
change for  the  presentation  of  a four-leaf 
clover  at  the  boxoffice  of  his  theatre,  the 
Rex,  he  secured  extra  publicity  from  a 
minimum  giveaway — for  clovers  are  vir- 
tually as  scarce  as  dark  days  down  here. 
He  didn’t  specify  what  kind  of  clover, 
though,  so  three  ladies  qualified  for  Annie 
Oakleys  by  presenting  pressed  specimens, 
brought  with  them  from  the  north. 

Gordon  Spradley,  manager  of  the  Bilt- 
more,  continues  to  hold  a rank  in  the 
upper  bracket  of  competitors  in  the  annual 
Metropolitan  Miami  medal  play  at  the 
Flagler  Country  Club. 
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WIEW  OKILIEAWS 


World  Fair  Visitors — 

H.  Waters  and  family  of  the  Waters  Theatres  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  at 
the  RKO  exhibitor  World  Fair  lounge  during  a visit  to  New  York. 


pAGE  M.  BAKER,  manager,  Roy  E. 

Pfeiffer,  and  T.  C.  Cox,  sales  repre- 
sentatives, are  RKO’s  contribution  to  the 
convention  in  New  York  City  at  the  West- 
chester Country  Club  from  New  Orleans 
. . . A 20th  Century-Fox  crew  of  camera- 
men is  now  on  their  way  back  to  Holly- 
wood from  here  after  having  shot  the 
water  front  and  scenes  from  New  Orleans 
to  Hammond,  La.,  to  be  used  in  future 
films  to  be  produced  by  that  company. 

Harry  Gold  is  calling  on  the  circuits  in 
the  territory  telling  them  of  the  excellence 
of  the  UA  product. 

Ray  McNamara,  a former  organist  at 
the  Strand  Theatre  when  it  was  operated 
by  the  Saengers  has  written  a new  song, 
“Tables  for  Two”  which  has  been  accept- 
ed by  the  Mills  Music  Co.  of  New  York  . . . 
Free  films  are  being  shown  at  both  Audu- 
bon and  City  Parks  each  Sunday  and 
Wednesdays  . . . The  major  exchanges  in 
New  Orleans  have  refused  to  rent  films 
to  parks  which  do  not  charge  an  admis- 
sion. At  the  offices  of  the  Atlantic  Films 
Co.,  an  independent  exchange,  the  man- 
agement says  the  lid’s  off — come  and  get 
’em. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  some  time 
ago  when  the  independents  joined  togeth- 
er and  appointed  a buying  agent  the  ma- 
jors refused  to  see  the  independents  as  a 
body,  despite  the  fact  that  the  Saengers 
and  others  buy  in  a bunch  the  available 
product  for  use  in  their  United  Chain  and 
out  of  town  affiliated  houses.  Many  of 
the  independents  suggest  that  their  money 
for  film  rentals  are  as  good  as  that  of  a 
combination  or  circuit. 

The  state  of  Louisiana  at  its  last  ses- 
sion passed  what  is  commonly  known  as 
an  amusement  tax  on  admissions  to  thea- 
tres as  well  as  a levy  on  film  exchanges, 
ostensibly  for  the  welfare  department  of 
the  state  to  care  for  the  aged  and  to  pro- 
vide commodity  tickets  Hood)  for  those 
in  need.  That  fund  is  practically  dissipat- 
ed, as  welfare  headquarters  in  New  Or- 
leans admit  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
treasury  to  care  for  new  cases  that  have 
arisen.  Tickets  for  food  are  also  with- 
held by  the  local  offices  to  new  cases. 

J.  E.  Adams,  38-year-old  owner  of  a 
chain  of  houses  in  Hodge,  Jonesboro  and 
Cotton  Valley,  La.,  was  killed  near  Hodge 
June  16  when  his  automobile  overturned. 
The  body  was  taken  to  Purvis,  Miss.,  for 
burial  . . . Rodney  Toups,  resident  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  State  was  the  only  man- 
ager in  New  Orleans  who  publicly  remem- 
bered dad  on  Father’s  Day.  Heading  the 
state’s  display  ad  were  the  words,  ‘‘Treat 
Dad  on  Father’s  Day  by  taking  him  to 
Loew’s.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Weingrun  celebrated 
their  37th  wedding  anniversary  June  16 
. . . Vic  Meyers  of  the  Orpheum,  for  the 
run  of  “The  Mikado,”  scheduled  and  ad- 
vertised the  time  of  the  feature  to  the 
minute. 

Despite  the  fact  that  Congress  has  rec- 
ommended that  the  Federal  Theatre  Pro- 
ject will  go  by  the  boards  June  30,  still  it 
will  be  with  New  Orleans  although  in  an 


abbreviated  form.  The  present  cast  in- 
cludes 132  persons.  Arrangements  now  are 
being  made  to  cut  the  cast  materially  and 
go  commonwealth,  financial  assistance  be- 
ing promised  by  a group  of  wealthy  wom- 
en, lovers  of  the  drama. 

In  a survey  just  completed  by  the  asso- 
ciation of  commerce,  it  is  shown  eight  per 
cent  of  the  money  spent  in  New  Orleans 
by  tourists  in  1938  went  to  the  theatres 
. . . Albert  H.  Crook,  floor  manager  at 
Louisiana  Motion  Picture  Equipment  Co. 
is  now  one  with  Miss  Myrtle  Heiler  . . . 
Guy  Brown,  transferred  from  here  to  At- 
lanta by  RKO,  was  a visitor. 

Isador  Lazarus,  offspring  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Lazarus,  operators  of  the  Cen- 
ter and  Coliseum  theatres  is  vacationing  in 
the  wild  aiid  woolly  west  of  Montana  and 
Wyoming,  a portion  of  Canada  and  thence 
to  Mexico  before  he  returns  to  the  city 
. . . State  Senator  James  Anoe  has  pur- 
chased Station  WBNO  from  the  Coliseum 
Place  Baptist  church  and  will  use  the  out- 
let to  support  his  campaign  for  governor 
of  Louisiana. 


Lauds  Theatre  Plans 

Lubbock,  Tex.  — Announcement  that 
Lindsey  Theatres,  Inc.,  will  build  a new 
$150,000  theatre  here  has  been  greeted 
editorially,  by  one  of  the  local  newspapers. 


Nacogdoches  Reopening  Soon 

Nacogdoches,  Tex. — Bonn  Abshier,  dis- 
trict manager  for  East  Texas  Theatres,  an- 
nounces the  Rita  here  will  be  reopened 
in  the  near  future. 


Merchants  Sponsor  Theatre 

Amity,  Ark.  — Local  merchants  are 
sponsoring  a motion  picture  theatre  for 
the  town  and  have  had  sound  and  cooling 
equipment  installed  in  the  building. 


Teamed  on  "Maryland" 

Hollywood — “Maryland,”  a Gene  Mar- 
key  production  to  be  made  in  Technicolor 
for  20th-Fox,  will  be  scripted  by  Walter 
Bullock  and  Ethel  Hill. 


Critic  Wooliord  Lists  Top 
Film  Hits  for  Mali  Year 

San  Antonio — The  six  outstanding  pic- 
tures of  the  first  half  of  the  year  as  listed 
by  Samuel  Ward  Woolford,  San  Antonio 
Light  critic,  are: 

“Stagecoach”  (UA) ; “Juarez”  (WB) ; 
“Pygmalion”  (M-G-M) ; “Alexander  Gra- 
ham Bell”  (20th-Fox) ; “The  Beach- 
comber” (Para),  and  “Dodge  City”  (WB). 
Woolford  has  selected  “Stagecoach”  as  the 
best  picture  of  all  time. 


Standard  Tightens  Still 
More  on  Film  Passes 

Oklahoma  City — Officials  of  Standard 
Theatres  here,  after  cutting  passes  given 
out  to  the  “bone,”  and  requiring  managers 
to  account  for  each  pass  released,  have 
called  in  all  press  passes  issued  early  in 
the  year  by  Dinty  Moore,  former  general 
manager. 


Lions  Chairmen 

Charlotte  — Gordon  Lupo,  succeeding 
F.  H.  Beddingfield  as  president  of  the 
local  Lions  Club,  has  announced  among 
his  standing  committee  chairmen  for  the 
year,  the  following  film  folks:  F.  H.  Bed- 
dingfield, membership:  Heck  Everett,  fi- 
nance; Lester  Sipe,  safety.  John  Vickers 
was  reappointed  as  chairman  of  the  blind 
workshop  committee. 


Olney  Front  Revamped 

Olney,  Tex. — Remodeling  on  the  front 
of  the  Olney  Theatre  has  been  completed 
by  Frank  Love,  theatre  carpenter.  The 
theatre  recently  was  redecorated  inside 
with  new  cooling  and  sound  installed.  An 
oblong  marquee  with  attraction  board  was 
part  of  the  improvements.  B.  J.  Edwards 
is  the  manager. 


Columbia  Holds  Starrett 

Hollywood — Charles  Starrett,  western 
star,  has  been  held  by  Columbia. 
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(Continued  from  page  67) 
American  Desk  Mfg.  Co.,  has  just  returned 
from  a week’s  trip  to  Chicago. 

W.  F.  Sonneman,  together  with  his  son, 
who  overate  theatres  in  Fayetteville, 
Springdale  and  Bentonville,  were  in  town 
this  week  advancing  their  bookings. 

M.  H.  Brandon,  president  of  the  Film 
Transit,  Inc.,  and  who  headquarters  in 
Charlotte,  is  in  Memphis  this  week,  reliev- 
ing George  Simpson,  traffic  manager,  who 
is  vacationing  in  New  York  City. 

Ernest  A.  MacKenna,  general  manager 
of  the  Credit  Promotion  Division  of  Ross 
Federal,  has  left  Memphis  for  New  Or- 
leans to  marry  Miss  Doris  M.  Williams. 
After  an  extended  honeymoon,  MacKenna 
will  be  back  on  the  job. 

Bailey  Prichard  of  Peerless  Poster  Ex- 
change is  back  in  Memphis  after  a busi- 
ness trip  to  Greenville,  Miss. 

There  is  an  unconfirmed  rumor  that 
Tony  Sudekum  of  the  Cresent  Amusement 
Co.  at  Nashville,  has  taken  over  the  Roxy 
Theatre  in  Union  City,  which  was  recent- 
ly built  by  J.  Dee  Henry,  and  has  been 
operated  by  Joe  Wiley. 

Ollie  Williamson,  Warner  branch  man- 
ager, is  driving  a new  LaSalle  . . . Jack 
Arnold,  Bank  Night  representative,  was  in 
Memphis  this  week  . . . Pitt  Hollis  Holmes, 
booker  at  M-G-M,  is  back  at  his  desk  after 
two  weeks’  vacation  in  Texas. 

Joe  Jones,  Monogram  salesman,  is  in 
town  after  an  extended  trip  into  the  terri- 
tory. Joe  says  after  three  weeks  in  the 
territory,  Memphis  certainly  looked  good 
to  him  . . . Jimmy  Prichard,  Universal’s 
branch  manager,  returned  from  a trip  to 
the  district  office  in  Atlanta. 

VARIETY  CLUB  NOTES: 

Plans  for  the  establishment  of  the 
South’s  first  public  Mothers  Milk  Station, 
with  facilities  for  freezing  and  preserving 
human  milk  for  use  by  premature  and 
ailing  babies,  have  been  completed  by  the 
Memphis  Variety  Club.  The  station,  simi- 
lar to  several  now  operating  successfully 
in  Chicago  and  New  York  will  be  located 
at  the  John  Gaston  Hospital  and  will  be 
operated  jointly  by  the  hospital,  a com- 
mittee from  the  Variety  Club  and  commit- 
tee named  by  the  Memphis  Obstetrical  and 
Gynecological  Society. 

Money  for  the  support  of  the  station 
will  be  raised  by  the  club,  according  to  M. 
A.  Lightman,  chief  barker,  with  nearly 
$800  pledged  by  club  members  toward 
the  expense  of  $1,000  expected  in  connec- 
tion with  the  campaign.  Jimmy  Rogers  of 
Columbia  and  Ed  Sapinsley  of  Malco  were 
named  chairmen  of  rival  fund-raising 
groups,  with  Jimmy  Prichard  of  Universal 
selected  to  head  the  out-of-town  division. 

On  Jimmy  Rogers  team  are  Bob  Bostick, 
Herbert  Kohn,  Frank  Willingham,  Ollie 
Williamson,  T.  W.  Young,  B.  W.  Hirsch 
and  Jack  Calhoun,  and  on  Ed  Sapinsley ’s 
team  are  A1  Avery,  Early  Maxwell,  Fred 
Ford,  Bill  Bugie  and  Milton  Linder. 

The  station  is  to  be  in  operation  by 


Howard,  Nashville,  Ark., 

Is  Opened  by  Williams 

Oklahoma  City  — The  new  Howard 
Theatre  at  Nashville,  Ark.,  has  been 
opened  by  K.  Lee  Williams  Theatres. 
Louis  Littlefair,  formerly  with  R.  E.  Grif- 
fith in  Winters  and  Ballinger,  Tex.,  has 
been  named  manager  of  both  the  Howard 
and  Liberty  theatres  in  Nashville.  Daniel 
Cornish  is  assistant  manager. 

The  new  Howard  is  the  result  of  a 
complete  remodeling  of  the  old  Gem  at  an 
approximate  cost  of  $10,000. 

The  Nashville  News  put  out  a special 
section  for  the  opening,  paying  tribute  to 
Williams  in  a special  article  captioned, 
“Re-United  After  25  Years  in  the  Show 
Business”  and  teUing  of  the  origin  and 
growth  of  “the  new  theatre  firm  organized 
by  two  men  who  started  in  the  picture 
business  together  more  than  25  years  ago.” 
The  reference  was  to  the  partnership  of 
R.  E.  Griffith  and  K.  Lee  Williams. 

This  is  the  first  public  expression  that 
Griffith  interests  are  connected  with  the 
Williams  organization,  which  now  has  12 
theatres  in  eastern  Oklahoma  and  west- 
ern Arkansas.  Previously,  parties  con- 
cerned denied  rumors  Williams  and  Grif- 
fith interests  are  interlinked  in  the  new 
organization. 


Booking  Service  Grows 

Dallas  — In-Dex  Booking  Service,  op- 
erated by  Forrest  White  for  the  past  three 
years,  has  done  a bit  of  expanding  re- 
cently with  the  taking  on  of  new  accounts. 
The  newest  on  White’s  list  is  Jack  Bear’s 
Dorothy  Theatre  at  Henrietta.  The  new- 
est account  now  lists  14  independent  houses 
for  which  White  is  now  booking. 


Beebe  Firm  Incorporates 

Little  Rock — Articles  of  incorporation 
have  been  filed  by  the  Beebe  Amusement 
Co.  The  firm  lists  an  authorized  capital 
stock  of  50  shares  of  $10  par  value  each, 
all  of  which  has  been  paid  in.  Incorpora- 
tors are  T.  E.  Abington,  agent;  Alpha 
Brown  and  C.  E.  Abington,  all  of  Beebe. 


Build  in  Franklin 

Franklin,  La.  — Franklin  Amusement 
Co.  is  building  a new  874-seater  here  to 
be  known  as  the  Royal.  Officers  of  the 
firm  include  T.  Joseph,  general  manager; 
E.  A.  Boudreaux,  president;  E.  A.  Darnell, 
vice-president,  and  Charles  A.  Ibert,  trea- 
surer. A September  opening  is  planned 
for  the  Royal. 


Readies  Howard  Starrer 

Hollywood — Hans  Kraly  is  readying  the 
script  for  “The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself,” 
a Walter  Futter  production  starring  Leslie 
Howard.  RKO  releases. 


October  1,  and  a graduate  nurse  will  be  in 
charge.  This  surplus  milk  will  be  frozen 
into  cake  form  at  a temperature  of  15  de- 
grees below  zero,  and  thus  preserved,  it 
can  be  kept  for  several  years.  It  is  under- 
stood this  station  will  serve  the  entire 
mid-south. 


Maybe  They're  Selling 


Dallas  — Deputy  U.  S.  Marshal  E.  R. 
Goss,  who  knows  many  film  men  because 
of  previous  federal  cases,  told  Dallas  re- 
porters he  had  a man-sized  assignment  in 
his  attempt  to  serve  notices  on  film  man- 
agers in  the  coming  suit  of  the  United 
States  vs.  Griffiths  filed  at  Oklahoma  City. 

Goss  playfully  concluded  a film  man- 
ager’s life  was  one  of  continuously  being 
out  of  the  office  either  on  business,  out  to 
lunch,  playing  golf,  just  plain  out,  or  any 
number  of  other  excuses  when  subpoenas 
are  concerned. 

The  officer  put  in  two  weeks  carrying 
out  orders  from  the  attorney  general’s  of- 
fice to  serve  certain  notices  mainly  to  four 
Dallas  executives  of  major  distributing 
companies.  His  specific  comment  was: 
“They  don’t  get  down  until  about  10  a.  m. 
— at  about  11:30  they  start  going  out  to 
lunch  and  are  out  until  about  2 p.  m.  About 
3 o’clock  they  start  thinking  about  golf 
or  going  home  to  supper.”  He  served  his 
final  paper  the  other  day. 


Youngest  Screen  Player 

Miami — Because  of  the  hunch  of  Tracy 
Barham,  Paramount’s  eastern  district  rep- 
resentative, a former  Miami  child,  Carolyn 
Lee,  is  now  the  youngest  contract  player 
in  Hollywood.  Her  parents  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Warren  Copp.  Carolyn  is  now  in  the 
midst  of  “Are  Husbands  Necessary,”  and 
is  planning  her  route  home  after  the  pic- 
ture, so  she  can  come  through  Miami,  her 
mother  reports. 


A New  Construction 

Brackettville,  Tex. — Construction  of  a 
new  building  to  replace  the  old  Star 
Theatre,  is  well  under  way.  Details  about 
ownership  and  proposed  operation  were 
not  mentioned  in  this  local  report.  How- 
ever, the  theatre  will  have  a concrete 
foundation,  and  the  material  will  be  hol- 
low tile  and  brick. 


Chaffee  Films  Forms 

Morganton,  N.  C. — A charter  has  been 
granted  to  Chaffee  Films,  Inc.,  here  to 
deal  in  motion  picture  films.  Authorized 
capital  is  $40,000.  A.  C.  Chaffee,  J.  H. 
Gaston  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Chaffee  are  in- 
corporators. 


Hamm  Hosts  Scouts 

Vernon,  Tex. — Scoutmaster  of  the  local 
Boy  Scout  troop  as  well  as  an  indepen- 
dent theatre  owner  here,  C.  C.  Hamm  re- 
cently loaded  his  entire  troop  into  cars 
and  drove  to  Camp  Boulder  in  Oklahoma 
for  a week  of  sports  and  fun. 


Transfer  Joe  Mills 

Benavides,  Tex. — Van  Chamberlain  has 
transferred  Joe  Mills  from  Freer  to  be 
manager  of  the  Rita,  replacing  A1  Lavender 
who  is  no  longer  connected  with  the  Cham- 
berlain theatres. 
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$76m0  Will  Rogers  Gilt 
To  Okla.  University 


J^ECENT  VISITORS;  Manager  Eddie 
Bremer,  Kirby  Theatre,  Houston,  Tex., 
and  Carlos  Rojas,  Mexican  film  star, 
Mexico  City,  D.  F. 

Manager  Johnny  T.  Floors  of  the  Texas 
Theatre,  hit  the  local  society  pages  again 
here  when  he  recently  gave  the  bride  away 
at  the  John  William  Fielder-Mary  Hamp- 
ton Bassett  wedding.  Joe  Morin  of  KTSA 
played  the  nuptial  march  on  the  organ 
and  Monette  Shaw,  WOAI  vocalist,  sang 
“Because.”  Groom  is  well  known  in  Texas 
radio  and  theatrical  circles  as  a stagehand 
leader,  and  the  bride  is  featured  songstress 
with  his  orchestra. 

Speaking  of  the  blissful  bounds  of 
matrimony,  Claude  “Cookie”  Cunard,  as- 
sistant engineer  on  the  State  Theatre 
staff,  and  Miss  Lela  Kraut,  nonpro,  are 
now  united  for  life.  The  happy  couple 
are  now  spending  their  honeymoon-vaca- 
tion in  Monterey,  Mexico.  Boxoffice 
wishes  them  health,  luck  and  continued 
happiness. 

Add  vacationists:  Mrs.  Doris  Wise  Side- 
man,  personal  secretary  to  Bill  O’Donnell, 
Interstate  city  manager  here,  and  her 
hubby,  Jules,  are  having  a wonderful  time 
down  in  romantic  old  Mexico  City. 

“Big”  Whitehouse,  singing  master  of 
ceremonies,  has  been  doubling  between  the 
Joy  Theatre  and  the  Nite  Spot  Cabaret 
during  the  past  week. 

The  forthcoming  marriage  of  E.  Adkins 
Lenoir  jr.,  manager  of  the  Plaza  Theatre, 
Sayi  Marcos,  to  Miss  Sara  Irene  Rowe  of 
this  city,  has  been  announced  locally.  The 
wedding  is  to  take  place  the  early  part  of 
July. 

Southland  Industries  Notes:  Miss  Jean 
McGraw,  a distant  relative  of  the  late 
John  J.  McGraw  of  baseball  fame,  is  the 
latest  addition  to  the  office  staff. 

The  grand  opening  of  Interstate’s  new 
Broadivay  Theatre  in  Alamo  Heights  was 
aired  over  KABC  (Alamo  Broadcasting 
Co.)  with  Jerry  Fisher  at  the  mike. 

More  vacations:  Tom  Caraway,  man- 
ager of  Valley  Film  Service  in  New  York 


Denison — New  projection  and  sound 
equipment  has  been  installed  in  the  Rialto. 
The  theatre  also  was  treated  acoustically. 


Devine — Tlie  Majestic  front  has  been 
redecorated,  neon  lighting  being  installed. 


Gilmer — Cranfill  Cox  jr.,  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  Crystal  and  Strand,  has 
been  elected  secretary  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce.  Twenty  years  ago  several  of 


and  Pennsylvania:  Skipper  Ralph  Labutis 
of  Texas  Film  Service,  to  Dallas  then 
Chicago;  W.  S.  Rogers,  driver  for  the  same 
film  service,  visiting  Des  Moines,  la.,  and 
Searcy  A.  Lacey,  office  man,  back  from 
Vernon  where  he  went  to  see  his  first 
sweetheart,  his  mother. 

Adding  another  milestone  June  23  was 
Mrs.  Lola  Harris,  chief  inspectress  at  the 
Paramount  exchange  here,  who  celebrated 
with  a house  party  the  following  Sunday. 

The  Edinburg  Morning  Valley  Review  is 
running  the  complete  daily  programs  of 
McAllen,  Mission,  Donna,  Pharr,  San 
Juan,  Mercedes,  and  Weslaco  theatres  on 
its  first  page,  six  columns  wide.  This  is 
something  unusual  for  any  newspaper  to 
do,  especially  in  south  Texas,  and  the 
lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  as  well  as  Edin- 
burg programs. 

Larry  J . Pico,  the  former  theatre  organ- 
ist, asked  us  what  were  the  four  greatest 
words  in  the  English  language.  We  looked 
no7i-plussed  but  agreed  when  he  piped 
“enclosed  please  find  check.” 


10  Years  Ago 

IN  SANTONE  

^HE  new  Majestic  Tlieatre,  Interstate  de- 
luxer,  opened  in  June,  1929  . . . Your 
correspondent  was  spending  his  vacation  in 
Hollywood  . . . Clarence  Moss  was  press- 
agenting for  the  Empire,  then  an  inde- 
pendent house  . . . C.  H.  Stewart  was  man- 
aging the  old  Rialto  Theatre  on  Houston 
St.  for  Paramount-Publix. 

The  Universal  Exchange  at  610  Soledad 
St.  was  ramrodded  by  Theo  Roudtt  . . . 
Tire  Paramount  exchange  skipper  was  a 
Mr.  Blackburn  . . . The  late  Gaston  Phil- 
lippe,  one  of  San  Antonio’s  pioneer  film 
exchange  managers,  had  the  Independent 
Film  Supply  Co.  on  Tliird  St.  here. 

Sackamuse  Enterprises  were  domiciled  in 
the  Newton  Bldg,  on  Main  Ave.  . . . Bev- 
erly Spillman,  theatre  architect,  was  work- 
ing on  the  new  Coca-Cola  plant  on  LaFitte 
St.  . . . Lawrence  J.  Pico,  organist,  was 
doing  solos  at  the  Palace  console. 


Gladewater — Edwin  M.  Moorman  is 
now  manager  of  the  Cozy  here  after  his 
transfer  by  East  Texas  Theatres  from 
Gladewater. 


Three  Rivers,  Tex. — T.  R.  McGee  is 
now  manager  of  the  Rialto  Theatre  here, 
succeeding  Sam  Schewitz.  McGee  comes 
from  the  Rialto  at  Sinton  and  Schewitz 
has  been  transferred  by  the  Hall  circuit 
back  to  BeeviUe. 


Oklahoma  City — ^A  check  for  $76,000 
has  been  delivered  to  the  board  of  regents 
of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  by  Jesse 
H.  Jones,  as  a living  memorial  to  Will 
Rogers,  Oklahoma’s  celebrated  humorist- 
screen  actor. 

Jones  was  accompanied  to  Norman  by 
Mrs.  Betty  Rogers,  widow  of  the  humorist. 
The  fund  is  to  be  used  to  help  worthy  stu- 
dents with  their  education  and  will  make 
a total  of  $125,000  for  Oklahoma  from 
memorial  funds  raised  to  honor  Will 
Rogers. 

The  fund  includes  $25,000,  which  goes 
to  Bacone  Indian  School  at  Muskogee, 
Okla.,  and  the  funds  already  spent  on  the 
Will  Rogers  memorial  building  at  Clare- 
more. 

Flanagan's  New  Arlyne 
Opened  at  Longview 

Longview,  Tex. — The  new  Arlyne,  her- 
alded as  Longview’s  ace  theatre,  formally 
opened  recently.  It  was  built  by  Tracy 
Flanagan,  a Texas  exhibitor  for  25 
years,  who  became  a partner  locally  with 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  when  the  East 
Texas  oil  field  came  in.  Besides  his  thea- 
tre interests,  Flanagan  made  a fortime  in 
his  oil  holdings. 

The  Arlyne,  derived  from  Mrs.  Flana- 
gan’s first  name,  represents  a large  in- 
vestment with  buiiding  and  all  new  mod- 
ern equipment.  Special  ceremonies  at  the 
opening  carried  out  the  Hollywood  idea. 


Okla.  Showman  Plans 
Sherman,  Tex.,  House 

Sherman,  Tex.  — Max  Burger,  who  . 
formerly  operated  theatres  in  Ardmore 
and  Enid,  wiil  start  remodeling  a building  ; 
in  June,  on  which  he  has  a reported  i 
long-time  lease.  Opening  is  planned  late 
in  the  month.  The  location  is  two  doors 
north  of  the  Ritz. 


Bryan  Circuit  Will  Build 
Theatre  Following  Suit  ' 

Bryan,  Tex. — Settlement  of  a suit  by  i 
College  Hills  Estate  Co.  vs.  Bryan  Amuse-  • 
ment  Co.,  charging  the  concern  breached  t 
its  contract  by  failure  to  build  a theatre  at  ■. 
College  Station  on  a lot  purchased  from  i 
the  real  estate  company,  has  been  settled.  ' 


Remodeling  Progress 

Albany,  Tex. — Remodeling  and  thorough  i 
modernization  of  the  Aztec  Theatre  is  al-  4 
most  completed.  New  equipment  is  be-  { 
ing  installed.  The  house  is  owned  by  H.  S.  iS 
Leon  of  Haskell,  who  owns  and  operates  u 
several  other  west  Texas  towns.  i 


Installs  New  Cooling  System 

Emory,  Tex. — Theo  Miller  has  installed 
a new  cooling  system  in  the  Rains  Thea- 
tre, first  motion  picture  house  ever  to  be 
opened  in  this  community. 


Borger — Tom  Davidson,  local  Griffith 
manager,  has  opened  the  State  and  closed 
the  Circle, 


the  same  directors  elected  C.  H.  Cox  sr. 
to  that  position  from  which  he  stepped 
into  show  business. 
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Tax  Structure  Flaws  See  Quebec  Protest  Shut-Down 
Assailed  by  Press  Nearing  Amicable  Solution 


Toronto — Under  the  heading,  “Incident 
Illustrates  Need  of  Tax  Structure  Read- 
justment,” the  Toronto  Telegram  has  pub- 
lished the  following  comment: 

“Spurred  on  by  the  increased  municipal 
tax  on  moving  picture  theatres  in  the  City 
of  Quebec,  Le  Jour  of  Montreal  has  re- 
newed its  attack  on  the  futility  of  govern- 
ment attempting  to  lift  itself  by  its  own 
boot-straps.  It  points  out  that  when  you 
overtax  in  any  one  part  of  the  world,  not 
only  do  you  ruin  business  in  your  own 
section  but  you  bonus  business  elsewhere 
which  is  in  competition  with  your  own 
taxpayers.  Though  this  trend  is  most 
visible  in  the  case  of  municipalities  which 
are  located  next  door  to  each  other,  it 
shows  quite  clearly  even  in  the  case  of 
neighboring  countries.  And  it  operates 
with  equal  relentlessness  internationally, 
though  perhaps  less  obviously  at  first. 

“When  trading  or  buying  habits  are  forc- 
ibly disrupted  by  taxation  and  diverted 
into  new  channels,  it  is  very  hard  to  bring 
them  back  again.  It  takes  far  longer  to 
build  a clientele  for  a business  than  to 
lose  that  clientele  once  the  business  be- 
gins to  slip.  And  getting  it  back  again 
once  it  has  left  you  is  a serious  problem. 

“Le  Jour  admits  that  it  is  the  respons- 
ibility of  government  to  provide  for  the 
destitute  where  private  charity  fails,  but 
asks  who  benefits  if,  in  serving  the  un- 
employed with  excessive  prodigality,  the 
public  authorities  succeed  only  in  creat- 
ing more  unemployed  and  in  drying  up  the 
sources  of  both  private  charity  and  public 
assistance.  It  adds: 

“The  municipality  of  Quebec  raised 
the  tax  on  theatres  by  10  per  cent  to  help  it 
finance  direct  relief  and  relief  works.  In 
an  attempt  to  squeeze  another  drop  out  of 
the  theatre  owners,  it  accomplishes  just 
this:  (1)  It  dried  up  the  whole  100  per 
cent  from  which  various  governments  had 
already  been  drawing  40  per  cent  in  25 
different  taxes.  (2)  It  forced  approxi- 
mately 135  more  people  out  of  work  for  the 
city  to  take  care  of  with  less  revenue 
coming  in  than  ever  before.  (3)  It  started 
Quebec  theatregoers  looking  elsewhere  for 
their  amusement  and  may  permanently 
alter  the  spending  habits  of  some  of  them. 
(4)  It  may  give  other  businesses,  now  op- 
erating on  an  excessively  narrow  margin 
of  profit,  the  idea  of  closing  their  doors 
instead  of  expending  their  time  and  ener- 
gies making  money  for  unwise  govern- 
ments to  squander  buying  the  votes  of  the 
unemployed  or  the  shiftless. 

“There  must  be  agreement  with  the  view 
of  Le  Jour  that  there  is  a lesson  in  this 
incident  which  Ottawa,  the  nine  prov- 
inces and  Canada’s  4,346  municipalities — 
not  to  mention  thousands  of  school  boards 
— ought  to  meditate  upon  seriously.  Too 
long,  in  this  Dominion,  has  taxation  been 
imposed  haphazard,  with  no  real  under- 
standing of  how  it  affects  the  economic 
function  of  the  nation’s  business.” 


"They  Shall  Have  Music" 

Hollywood  — Samuel  Goldwyn  has 
changed  the  title  of  “Music  School”  to 
“They  Shall  Have  Music.” 


Might  Lack  Product 
For  City's  Houses 

Quebec — It  may  be  impossible  for  major 
film  distributors  of  Canada  to  provide 
screen  product  because  of  existing  fran- 
chises and  contracts  if  the  City  of  Quebec 
proceeds  with  its  plan  for  the  establish- 
ment of  two  municipal  theatres  to  replace 
the  commercially-operated  cinemas  which 
have  been  closed  in  that  city  because  of 
inability  to  meet  the  high  cost  of  taxation 
through  the  doubling  of  the  local  amuse- 
ment ticket  levy.  This  was  the  intimation 
forthcoming  in  film  circles  following  re- 
ceipt of  news  of  the  latest  developments 
here. 

The  reported  decision  of  the  Quebec  ad- 
ministration followed  a refusal  of  the  Que- 
bec theatre  operators  to  reopen  on  the 
promise  that  the  additional  tax  might  be 
repealed  at  the  end  of  a year  if  found 
excessive. 

The  civic  officials  cannot  expect  to  get 
French  films  to  replace  American  and 
British  pictures  for  the  proposed  municipal 
theatres  because,  it  is  pointed  out,  two  of 
the  11  closed  theatres  in  Quebec  are  oper- 
ated by  France  Film  Co.  which  imports 
the  French-language  product  from  France, 
the  argument  being  advanced  that  the 
company  would  not  release  pictures  to  the 
city  while  its  own  houses  were  closed  be- 
cause of  a tax  burden  imposed  by  the 
municipality. 

From  the  head  office  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  comes  the  information 
that  the  total  direct  taxation  imposed 
upon  theatres  in  the  City  of  Quebec  is  in 
excess  of  40  per  cent  of  gross  revenue. 
The  amusement  tax  actually  represented 
24  per  cent;  there  is  an  annual  seat  tax 
of  85  cents  per  chair  and  other  charges 
on  business  turnover,  marquee,  sign  and 
other  local  fees  all  bring  the  local  impost 
to  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  total  take. 

A film  official  suggested  that  the  Que- 
bec situation  was  the  turning  point  in  the 
struggle  revolving  around  the  subject  of 
taxation  and  that  the  issue  in  that  city 
was  the  beginning  of  a movement  for  a de- 
mand for  tax  reform  throughout  the  whole 
Dominion,  the  view  being  taken  that  the 
point  had  been  reached  where  the  numer- 
ous governments  could  not  be  permitted 
to  extract  greater  taxation  in  an  arbi- 
trary manner  at  will  without  recognition 
of  the  right  for  existence  on  the  part  of 
commercial  enterprises  and  individuals. 

The  warning  has  gone  out  to  all 
branches  of  the  motion  picture  business  in 
every  section  of  Canada  to  be  prepared  to 
jump  into  a showdown  fight  against  un- 
just and  unwise  taxes. 


"Three  Sons"  to  Twist 

Hollywood — “Three  Sons,”  a Robert 
Sisk  production  for  RKO  to  feature  Ed- 
ward Ellis,  will  be  adapted  by  John  Twist. 


Montreal — Although  Quebec’s  11  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  are  still  closed  after 
a month  of  darkness,  signs  are  not  lack- 
ing that  the  theatre  operators  and  the 
city  authorities  are  getting  closer  together. 
Presentation  of  a petition  bearing  28,000 
signatures  of  Quebec  citizens  protesting 
against  the  new  10  per  cent  tax,  and  ar- 
guments by  local  business  firms  that  the 
tourist  influx  had  been  diminished  by  the 
adverse  publicity  the  city  has  received, 
led  the  civic  administrative  committee  to 
pass  a resolution  calling  for  repeal  of  the 
tax  “within  a year,”  providing  it  was 
shown  that  general  business  had  suffered. 

Premier  Maurice  Duplessis  and  Mayor 
Lucien  Borne  of  Quebec  are  scheduled  to 
confer  on  the  situation  within  a few  days. 
The  Premier  has  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  onus  of  continuing  or  deciding 
not  to  collect  the  tax  lies  with  the  city, 
but  Mayor  Borne  and  some  of  the  aider- 
men  take  the  view  that  the  act  empower- 
ing them  to  collect  it  is  obligatory  and 
says  that  the  city  “will”  (meaning  “must”) 
collect  the  tax.  Quebec  city  already  col- 
lects a tax  of  121/2  per  cent  for  the  local 
hospitals. 

The  closing  of  the  theatres  has,  in  the 
opinion  of  storekeepers  and  hotelkeepers, 
had  a serious  effect  on  tourist  traffic,  a 
situation  which  seems  likely  to  become 
worse  as  the  season  advances,  if  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute  is  not  quickly  ar- 
ranged. 

Suggest  Suspension  to  Sept.  15 

A proposal  made  by  the  theatre  opera- 
tors that  the  tax  be  suspended  until  Sep- 
tember 15  for  the  benefit  of  tourists  is 
to  be  considered  by  the  City  Council, 
Mayor  Borne  said.  If  the  proposal  is 
adopted  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  reach 
a compromise  in  the  interval. 

While  the  Mayor  sticks  to  his  opinion 
that  the  month’s  trial  given  the  tax  by 
the  theatres  was  not  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  judge  of  its  effects,  particularly 
as  the  Royal  visit  took  place  during  May, 
the  theatre  operators  are  convinced  that 
they  cannot  operate  profitably  under  a 
total  impost  of  40  per  cent.  Their  views 
were  re-affirmed  by  Paul  Vallier,  mana- 
ger of  the  Capitol  Theatre  who  declared 
“We  cannot  open  up  until  the  new  tax- 
ation is  lifted.” 

Industrialists,  hotelkeepers  and  store- 


Proceed  With  Civic 
Theatre  Plans 

Quebec — Mctyor  Lucien  Borne  has  in- 
structed the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
Palais  Montcalm,  Quebec's  civic 
amusement  center,  to  go  ahead  with 
plans  to  operate  two  civic  motion  pic- 
ture theatres,  one  uptown  and  one 
downtown.  A member  of  the  commit- 
tee has  been  named  to  proceed  to 
Montreal  to  find  out  what  films  are 
obtainable. 
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keepers  joined  the  theatre  operators  in 
a delegation  which  met  the  Mayor  and 
aldermen  and  pointed  out  the  hardships 
inflicted  not  only  on  business  but  on  the 
133  theatre  employes  who  are  out  of  work 
as  a result  of  the  closing.  They  asked 
the  city  not  to  insist  on  collecting  the 
tax,  and  the  first  break  in  the  adamant 
stand  taken  by  the  council  came  when  it 
intimated  it  would  “consider”  the  sugges- 
tion. 

The  proposed  setup,  as  given  by  Louis 
St.  Laurent,  K.  C.,  acting  for  the  theatre 
interests,  is  this: 

“That  the  city  agree  on  not  enforcing 
the  10  per  cent  amusement  tax,  and  hence 
not  take  action  against  any  of  the  the- 
atres for  failing  to  pay  it.  The  theatre 
heads  would  then  appear  before  the  pro- 
vincial government  and  seek  a similar 
‘laissez-faire’  there.  Mr.  St.  Laurent  said 
the  theatres  would  be  willing  to  ‘take  a 
chance’  on  there  not  being  objection  taken 
by  any  individual  until  the  tax  item  be 
dealt  with  at  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature. 

As  previously  reported,  the  clause  in  the 
Quebec  Bill,  adopted  by  the  legislature, 
provided  that  the  city  ‘will’  collect  10  per 
cent  on  all  amusement  attendance,  thus 
explaining  the  previous  stand  of  the  City 
Fathers. 

Prior  to  opening  of  the  discussion  Mr. 
St.  Laurent  had  placed  a sheaf  of  signa- 
tures— of  an  estimated  28,000 — on  the 
table  before  the  Mayor.  The  signatures 
are  protests  against  the  10  per  cent  tax 
and  its  alleged  results,  and  were  gathered 
as  a means  of  ‘indicating  public  opinion.’ 

Although  there  were  brief  verbal  clashes 
at  the  meeting  the  general  tone  of  the 
deliberations  was  more  modified  than  at 
any  previous  encounter  between  the  two 
bodies. 

Prominent  Citizens  Testify 

Concern  was  felt  on  both  sides  at  the 
reported  losses  the  city  was  suffering  as 
a result  of  the  theatres  closing. 

A score  or  more  prominent  Quebecers 
— several  of  whom  offered  brief  remarks 
— made  up  the  delegation. 

Gerald  Martineau,  past  district  gov- 
ernor of  Kiwanis  Club  for  eastern  Can- 
ada, speaking  as  an  “average  citizen”  said: 
“I  consider  it  a matter  of  civic  pride  to 
get  this  thing  settled.  It  is  steering  trade 
from  Quebec  and  cutting  us  out  of  capi- 
tal circulation.  Our  tourist  industry  shows 
a falling  off  since  the  theatres  closed.” 

Said  Omer  Fleury,  of  the  Council  of 
Trades  and  Labor,  speaking  for  the  133 
who  had  lost  their  jobs:  “Desist  from 
collecting  the  tax  until  at  least  Septem- 
ber 15,  by  use  of  the  plan  already  sug- 
gested, and  then  decide  on  a more  defi- 
nite move.  Let  these  people  go  back  to 
work.” 

A local  hotel  head  added:  “The  first 
thing  visitors  ask  is  where  they  can  at- 
tend a good  show.  Many  have  left  im- 
mediately or  cut  short  their  visit  when 
told  of  the  situation  here.” 

Protest  against  loss  of  trade  came  also 
from  a local  druggist. 

The  interview  ended  with  Mayor  Borne’s 
statement:  “This  is  not  a fight  between 
the  theatres  and  city.  We  deplore  the 
present  situation  as  much  as  you  do,  and 
are  especially  sympathetic  towards  those 
who  lost  their  jobs.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
theatre  representatives  did  not  appear  to 
debate  the  clause  when  the  Bill  was  pre- 


sented. According  to  the  actual  law  of  the 
Bill  itself  there  is  nothing  we  can  do, 
but  your  proposal  is  welcome,  and  we  will 
give  it  close  consideration.” 

Concern  over  the  closing  of  the  Que- 
bec theatres  extends  to  Montreal  where 
theatre  managers  fear  that  if  the  City  of 
Quebec  is  successful  in  collecting  the  tax, 
a similar  tax  may  be  levied  by  Montreal 
City  Council. 


Presented! — 

The  only  Canadian  theatre  manager 
believed  actually  presented  to  Their 
Majesties  King  George  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  during  the  Royal  Tour  is  Leo 
Coyle  of  the  Granada  Theatre,  St. 
Catharines,  Ont.,  shown  with  Mrs. 
Coyle,  both  of  whom  met  the  British 
Monarchs.  Mr.  Coyle  is  chairman  of 
the  Separate  School  Board  of  St. 
Catharines. 

Ontario's  Exclusion 
Dents  Tax  Return 

Toronto  — While  theatre  patrons  of 
eight  of  the  nine  provinces  of  the  Domin- 
ion are  contributing  more  towards  the 
amusement  tax,  the  total  revenue  from 
the  ticket  levy  for  the  whole  country  is 
less  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1938  than  for 
any  of  the  preceding  three  years  because 
of  the  abolition  of  the  impost  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario. 

Compilation  of  official  returns  from  all 
provincial  governments  for  the  last  fiscal 
12  months  shows  that  $1,761,401  was  col- 
lected from  amusement  patrons,  as  com- 
pared with  $1,861,892  for  1937  and  $3,- 
196,136  for  1936.  The  total  for  the  1936 
period  included  the  last  full  year’s  collec- 
tion by  the  Ontario  government  of  $1,918,- 
597  which  was  considerably  more  than 
the  $1,277,539  collected  by  all  other  pro- 
vinces for  the  same  12  months.  Included 
in  the  1937  total  is  the  final  collection  of 
$227,669  in  the  Ontario  tax  immediately 
prior  to  its  abolition.  Ontario  does  not 


figure  in  the  list  at  all  for  1938  because 
there  was  no  levy  in  this  province  other 
than  fees  for  theatre  and  exchange  li- 
censes and  for  censorship. 

Amusement  tax  receipts  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec  went  over  the  million  mark 
for  the  latest  fiscal  year,  the  total  being 
$1,018,331,  as  compared  with  $929,537  for 

1937  and  $695,566  for  1936.  The  net  pro- 
ceeds of  this  levy  was  turned  back  to  the 
hospitals  and  charity  institutions  of  the 
respective  municipalities  in  ratio  to  local 
collections. 

Second  highest  in  Provincial  totals  for 

1938  was  British  Columbia  with  $220,174, 
which  was  up  from  $209,174  for  the  pre- 
vious year  and  $195,231  in  1936.  The  tax 
revenue  in  Manitoba  for  1938  was  $177,- 
316,  compared  with  $174,316  and  $156,440 
for  the  two  preceding  years.  Alberta  col- 
lected $158,227,  which  was  a substantial  in- 
crease from  $142,156  and  $136,830  in  1937 
and  1936.  The  total  for  New  Brunswick 
was  $96,098,  compared  with  previous  total 
of  $88,098  and  $81,833  while  collections  in 
Nova  Scotia  have  hovered  around  $80,- 
000.  The  tiny  Province  of  Prince  Edward 
Island  derived  $11,255  from  the  tax  in 
1938,  against  $10,942  in  1937  and  $11,639  in 
1936.  The  fiscal  years  in  the  various  Pro- 
vinces do  not  exactly  coincide  but  the 
periods  correspond  sufficiently  to  justify 
totals  and  comparisons  imder  the  annual 
headings. 

The  high  water  mark  for  amusement 
tax  revenue  was  recorded  in  1935  when  the 
impost  in  Ontario  reached  $2,007,000,  at 
which  time  every  admission  bracket  from 
one  cent  up  came  under  the  tax  without 
exemption.  Concessions  came  later  when 
juvenile  admissions  were  removed  from 
the  scope  of  the  levy  and  the  tax  on  lower- 
priced  tickets  was  reduced.  Over  a period 
of  years  the  Ontario  tax  total  was  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  all  comparable  reve- 
nue from  all  other  provinces  put  together. 


Nova  Scotia  Booking  Knot 
Tangles  /.  M.  Franklin 

Toronto — J.  M.  Franklin  of  Halifax,  N. 
S.,  head  of  the  Franklin-Herschorn  group 
of  theatres  in  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
made  a flying  visit  to  Toronto  to  confer 
with  film  executives  regarding  the  film 
booking  situation  in  Nova  Scotia.  Mr. 
Franklin  has  arranged  to  open  a new 
theatre,  his  seventh,  in  Yarmouth  but  dis- 
covered that  new  film  contracts  could  not 
be  effected  pending  the  straightening 
away  of  the  problem  created  by  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Film  Exchange  Act  by  the  Nova 
Scotia  Legislature  providing  for  penalties 
for  alleged  “undue  discrimination”  by  dis- 
tributors. 

Subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  this  act, 
the  creation  of  a conciliation  board  was 
agreed  upon  with  N.  W.  Mason,  a New 
Glasgow  independent  as  chairman.  Mr. 
Franklin  was  advised  that  new  contracts 
could  not  be  signed  until  the  whole  situa- 
tion has  been  reviewed  and  a general  plan 
accepted  by  all  interests  involved. 


Next  Leisen  Chore 

Hollywood — Next  assignment  for  Direc- 
tor Mitchell  Leisen  at  Paramoimt  will  be 
“Remember  the  Night,”  co-starring  Fred 
MacMurray  and  Barbara  Stanwyck. 
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At  Least  the  Kids  MPDC  Asks  Written  Proposal 

Had  a Real  Time  On  Clearance  Reorganization 


Montreal — Although  the  Quebec  govern- 
ment authorized  the  admission  of  children 
to  a showing  of  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs”  at  the  Palace  here  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1938,  it  did  not  authorize  their  ad- 
mission to  other  theatres  showing  the 
film.  Theatres  assuming  that  right  found 
they  were  mistaken  when  prosecutions 
were  launched  against  them  last  week  and 
they  were  fined  $10  and  costs  on  each  of 
several  counts  by  Recorder-in -Chief  J. 
Amedee  Thouin,  as  he  disposed  of  a total 
of  12  of  the  more  than  125  such  cases 
pending  before  recorder’s  court  for  some 
weeks.  Further  cases  will  be  heard. 

Seven  Accusations  Hurled 

The  first  hearing  was  a series  of  seven 
accusations  against  operators  of  the  Laval 
Theatre.  City  constables  submitted  evi- 
dence as  to  infractions  of  the  provincial 
bylaw,  prohibiting  the  admission  of  chil- 
dren imder  16  years  of  age  to  motion  pic- 
ture performances.  No  defense  was  of- 
fered. 

In  a special  plea  to  the  recorder-in- 
chief,  defense  counsel  recalled  statements 
had  been  widely  published  in  the  press 
that,  because  of  the  special  character  of 
this  particular  Walt  Disney  film,  provincial 
authorities  would  overlook  the  law  in  the 
case  of  “Snow  White,”  and  one  such  state- 
ment was  attributed  to  Premier  Mau- 
rice Duplessis  in  his  capacity  of  attorney- 
general. 

On  the  strength  of  these  statements, 
he  said,  his  clients  had  contracted  for  the 
picture  at  a substantial  increase  in  rates, 
believing  latitude  would  be  allowed  them 
for  this  one  particular  film.  Meanwhile, 
city  police  had  proceeded  to  make  a series 
of  accusations.  He  held  these  circum- 
stances merited  special  consideration  by 
the  court. 

Recorder-in-Chief  Thouin,  in  imposing 
the  fines,  said  he  was  taking  into  consid- 
eration— in  not  regarding  the  series  of 
complaints  as  second  and  subsequent  of- 
fenses— that  accused  had  not  acted  in 
bad  faith,  in  view  of  the  published  state- 
ments regarding  tolerance  of  violation  for 
the  “Snow  White”  showings. 

He  was  also  taking  into  consideration, 
he  said,  that  the  series  of  offenses  had 
been  charged  against  the  operators  with- 
out them  having  had  the  opportimity  of 
explaining  their  position  before  the  court. 

The  Law  Stands 

At  the  same  time,  he  declared  the  pub- 
lication in  the  press  did  not  nullify  the 
law  nor  relieve  theatre  owners  of  the  obli- 
gation to  obey  the  law  and  they  had  been 
caught  in  a series  of  charges  made  by  po- 
lice. He  further  remarked  it  was  reason- 
able to  suppose  there  must  be  some  limit 
to  the  tolerance  in  admitting  children  to 
theatres.  For  these  reasons,  he  had  im- 
posed the  minimum  fine  on  the  subsequent 
offenses. 

Identical  fines  were  imposed  in  the  case 
of  the  operator  of  the  Fairyland,  against 
whom  two  charges  were  made. 

Remaining  three  cases  heard  were  those 
against  operators  of  the  Perron  Hall,  the 
same  fines  being  imposed. 


Toronto — The  Anti-Protection  League  of 
Canada  was  asked  Thursday  to  submit  a 
written  proposal  to  the  Motion  Picture 
Distributors  Association  of  Canada  and  to 
appoint  representatives  for  a joint  confer- 
ence to  negotiate  clearance  reorganiza- 
tion. 

The  league  is  asked  to  outline  its  desired 
bases  of  conciliation  and  the  scope  pro- 
posed for  the  conciliation  boards,  also 
whether  these  boards  are  wanted  in  every 
province. 

J.  O.  Scott  of  the  league  has  been  in- 
vited to  join  the  Toronto  film  board  of 
trade  as  the  fourth  member  of  the  con- 
ciliation committee  and  the  representative 
of  the  independent  exhibitors. 

Chairman,  L.  M.  Devaney,  general  man- 
ager RKO  Distributing  Corp.  of  Canada, 
Ltd.;  N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-president,  Harry 
Firestone,  president  and  Hyman  Freed- 
man, past  president,  representing  the  In- 
dependent Theatres  Ass’n;  Sam  Fine  of 
B&F  Theatres,  Ltd.,  affiliate  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.;  Herbert  Allen, 
Theatre  Holding  Corp.;  R.  Main,  Asso- 
ciated Theatres,  Ltd.;  Ben  Geldsaeler, 


^HOUGH  Regina  is  150  miles  from  Swift 
Current,  the  enterprising  management 
of  the  Lyric  and  Eagle  theatres  of  the  lat- 
ter city  are  buying  plenty  of  Regina  radio 
time  these  days  to  advertise  their  attrac- 
tions and  the  value  of  Swift  Current  as  a 
stop-over  point  on  western  holiday  tours. 
Both  theatres  are  also  planning  to  take  a 
prominent  part  in  the  International  Days 
celebration  on  July  1 which  is  expected  to 
attract  25,000  people  to  the  western  city. 

C.  Marshall,  operator  of  the  Empress  at 
North  Battleford,  is  considering  installa- 
tion of  a new  cooling  plant  . . . It’s  the 
weather.  Saskatchewan  is  having  the  wet- 
test spring  in  15  years.  The  “dust  howl" 
province  is  no  more.  Roads  are  impassable 
and,  while  theatre  men  are  naturally  dis- 
appointed, this  means  crowds  cannot 
reach  their  show  houses  from  country 
points  they  are,  nevertheless,  happy  be- 
cause it  spells  the  end  of  the  hard  times 
that  have  made  money  an  almost  forgot- 
ten quantity. 

Typical  of  many  places,  the  Coliseum  at 
Davidson  was  advertising  last  month  it 
would  have  to  close  unless  better  support 


Displays  a Relic 

Tilbury,  Ont. — Eli  St.  John  exhibited 
on  the  stage  of  the  Plaza  here,  a 44-cali- 
bre muzzle  loading  revolver  used  over  45 
years  ago  in  fighting  the  Jesse  James 
gang  at  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  With  St. 
John,  was  Percy  Deloge,  an  intimate  of 
Frank  James.  Harland  Rankin  is  man- 
ager of  the  Plaza. 


Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.;  Louis 
Rosenfeld,  Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada, 
Ltd.,  and  Wolfe  Cohen,  representing  War- 
ner Bros.  The  independents  have  been 
given  a representation  of  four;  the  various 
theatre  circuits  have  four  and  the  film 
exchanges,  three. 

The  way  is  open  for  the  application  of 
the  Anti -Protection  League,  sponsored  by 
the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n,  for  im- 
mediate consideration  of  revision  of  clear- 
ance on  subsequent  runs  which  has  ad- 
mittedly grown  to  proportions,  over  a 
period  of  years,  that  has  brought  about 
delay  in  release  schedules  which  are 
greater  than  any  in  effect  throughout  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  declared  that 
first-run  protection  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  is 
only  21  days,  as  compared  with  28  days 
in  Toronto,  with  second  runs  only  seven 
days  later  in  Buffalo  against  much 
longer  periods  in  the  Toronto  situation, 
where  14,  21  and  even  42  and  even  56 
days  must  elapse  for  various  subsequent 
engagements.  It  is  argued  this  is  a mat- 
ter, however,  that  can  be  corrected  with 
deliberation  of  specific  suggestions  fol- 
lowing acceptance  of  a broad  principle. 


were  coming  from  the  townspeople  and 
farmers.  Announcements  were  taken  in 
the  weekly  newspaper  to  tell  of  new  prod- 
uct in  the  offing  for  patrons.  It  has  been 
raining  in  the  Davidson  area  since  June  1. 

Frank  Kershaw,  western  supervisor,  has 
been  transferred  to  eastern  Canada  in  a 
new  shuffle  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  executives.  He  will  he  succeeded  by 
E.  A.  Zoren,  district  manager  at  Calgary, 
who  will  not  be  replaced  because  it  is 
planned  to  amalgamate  the  Calgary  and 
Winnipeg  district  offices  into  one  at  Win- 
nipeg. Zoren’s  territory  will  be  from  Fort 
William  in  Ontario  through  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  to  the  British 
Columbia  border. 

Work  on  redecorating  the  Orpheum 
Theatre,  of  which  he  is  the  proprietor,  is 
nearly  completed,  according  to  Harry 
Marrs  of  Moose  Jaw.  The  work  was  start- 
ed at  Christmas  with  a complete  reseating 
of  the  house.  Business  in  Moose  Jaw  is 
not  the  best  at  present  but,  philosophizes 
Marrs,  “If  you  don’t  give  them  nice  sur- 
roundings, they  figure  they  can  stay  home 
and  mope  in  the  gloom  there  just  as  well.” 

Early  June  has  been  a tough  month  on 
motion  picture  house  budgets.  Any  other 
year  in  the  past  ten  the  heat  could  he 
turned  off  after  May  24,  but  the  continued 
— and  unexpected-but-hoped-for  rainy 
season — has  kept  temperatures  down  and 
patrons  demanding  real  comfort.  That 
has  meant  coal  purchases  for  an  addi- 
tional month. 
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^^ITH  Quebec  theatres  closed,  compe- 
tition in  the  rural  districts  between 
the  film  distributors  has  been  keyed  up. 
As  an  illustration  of  its  intensity  it  is 
mentioned  around  Filmrow  that  William 
Elman,  district  manager  of  Columbia;  M. 
Isman,  of  Warner-Vitagraph,  and  Tom 
Dowbiggin,  all  had  the  same  idea  and 
started  off  separately  to  look  for  busi- 
ness. All  three  made  for  the  same  spot, 
the  Border  Theatre  at  Rock  Island,  Que. 

Ralph  J.  Berzan  of  the  Rivoli,  Coati- 
cook,  has  become  a benedict.  His  bride 
was  the  former  Miss  Ethel  Bernice  Sper- 
ber.  Married  in  Montreal  they  headed 
south  to  the  World’s  Fair.  Mr.  Berzan  is 
a brother  of  Dave  Berzan  of  the  Centre 
Theatre,  Montreal. 

L.  C.  Pearson,  sales  manager  of  Do- 
minion Sound  Equipments,  Ltd.,  has  been 
on  a business  trip  to  Toronto  . . . T.  Trow 
of  the  Imperial,  Three  Rivers,  is  again 
in  town  . . . Harold  Brock  of  the  Prin- 
cess, Cowansville,  was  another  visitor  on 
Filmrow. 

Archie  Cohen,  salesman  for  Columbia, 
has  returned  from  a trip  to  Quebec’s 
northern  gold-mining  territory.  He  found 
things  quiet  in  the  goldfields,  with  many 
unemployed,  but  a hopeful  feeling  pre- 
vailing. 

William  Elman,  district  manager  for 
Columbia,  is  on  a long  trip  to  Chicoutimi, 
bustling  little  city  on  Quebec’s  north- 
eastern confines.  During  his  absence,  his 
secretary.  Miss  Druxerman,  is  having  her 
tonsils  removed. 

Unsettled  weather  has  had  a detrimental 
effect  on  the  enthusiasm  of  those  young 
lions  of  Filmrow  who  had  formed  a base- 
ball team.  The  organizers  complain  that 
they  cannot  get  the  players  out  to  prac- 
tice, but  expect  enthusiasm  to  return  with 
arrival  of  normal  July  weather. 

Fire  which  devastated  St.  Pierre,  town 
of  8,000,  capital  of  the  French  colony 
of  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  near  New- 
foundland, had  its  origin  in  the  basement 
of  a theatre.  Several  thousand  dollars 
damage  was  done  by  fire  to  the  Royal 
Theatre,  Gaspe,  Que.  Walter  Kruse,  local 
alderman,  is  proprietor. 

Arthur  Hirsch  and  "Bill”  Lester  spent 
a few  days  in  Toronto  conferring  over  the 
Quebec  situation  with  N.  L.  Nathanson. 
Later  Mr.  Lester  left  for  Quebec  City  where 
he  took  part  in  the  negotiations  with  the 
city  for  removal  of  the  ten  per  cent  ad- 
mission tax  . . . Jack  Chisholm,  of  the 
Toronto  office  of  Associated  Screen  News, 
was  in  town  for  a couple  of  days. 

“I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany” 
has  been  passed  by  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec board  of  censors,  and  John  Levitt, 
of  Regent  Films,  has  arranged  for  it  to 
have  its  initial  showing  at  the  Orpheum 
commencing  June  30,  An  extended  run 
is  contemplated. 

Up  from  Riviere  du  Loup  is  one  of  Que- 
bec’s leading  women  exhibitors,  Mrs.  Ber- 
trand, of  the  Princess  Theatre  in  that 
busy  little  railroad  center  . . . Oscar  Thuot 


of  the  Imperial,  St.  John’s,  paid  another 
visit  to  Filmrow. 

Recorder-in-Chief  Tlrouin  is  greatly 
concerned  over  the  hardship  to  mothers 
who  have  to  bring  their  childi’en  to  court 
to  testify  against  theatre  managers  who 
are  charged  with  infringing  the  ban  on 
admission  of  juveniles.  He  declared  he 
would  not  postpone  another  case,  as  he 
did  not  want  mothers  and  children  to  be 
forced  to  return  repeatedly  to  the  court. 

"Here  and  There  in  Habitant  Land”  and 
"Making  of  Canadian  Homespun”  are  two 
films  taken  and  shoum  throughout  Quebec 
by  Duncan  MacD.  Little. 

Palace  Theatre,  Montreal,  and  the 
Capitol,  Ottawa,  are  having  the  honor  of 
giving  the  first  showing  of  “Royal  Ban- 
ners Over  Ottawa,”  color  film  of  the  Royal 
visit  made  by  Associated  Screen  News  and 
distributed  by  Empire-Universal.  The 
Palace  added  this,  the  first  Canadian 
35mm  color  film,  to  its  feature  picture, 
“Young  Mr.  Lincoln.” 

More  and  more  commercial  firms  are 
turning  to  the  film  to  do  their  sales  work 
and  to  educate  their  employes.  Motion 
pictures  depicting  the  new  rubber  tractor 
tire  and  its  uses  on  the  farm  were  shoum 
to  agents  of  the  Firestone  Tire  and  Rub- 
ber Co.  at  Quebec. 

B.  E.  Norrish,  managing  director  of 
Associated  Screen  News,  Montreal,  is  one 
of  the  judges  chosen  in  the  color  photo 
contest  for  amateur  photographers  visit- 
ing the  Canadian  Rockies  this  summer. 
Cash  prizes  total  $1,000,  with  first  prize 
$250.  They  are  offered  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  through  H.  F.  Mathews, 
general  manager  of  hotels. 

Color  motion  pictures  of  scenes  in  the 
Rockies  were  exhibited  to  Their  Majesties 
on  the  homeward  voyage  m the  Empress 
of  Britain  by  George  Steward,  press  liaison 
officer,  who  took  them  himself.  The  King 


Canada,  Not  Congo — 

Eddie  Newman’s  Lyceum  Theatre  lob- 
by in  Winnipeg  looked  like  this  when 
Universal’s  "Dark  Rapture”  played 
at  the  house. 


has  approved  of  an  exhibition  of  photo- 
graphs taken  during  the  Royal  tour  which 
will  be  held  in  London.  The  King  him- 
self took  many  hundreds  of  feet  of  film  in 
the  Rockies. 

Russell  Louden,  head  bell  boy  at  Jas- 
per Lodge,  Jasper  Park,  who  is  an  ama- 
teur expert  in  motion  pictures,  showed 
King  George  some  films  he  had  taken  and 
afterwards  gave  the  King  a number  of 
tips  on  technical  matters,  which  His 
Majesty  recognized  on  departure  by  pre- 
senting Louden  with  a pair  of  silver  cuff 
links  bearing  the  royal  crown  and  mono- 
gram. 

Canadian  milk  producers  and  distribu- 
tors ivill  cooperate  in  production  of  a film 
to  show  the  milk  industry  "from  grass  to 
doorstep,”  which  will  be  ready  this  fall. 

Armand  Dupuis,  general  president  of 
Montreal  Catholic  School  Commission, 
protested  at  a recent  meeting  against  the 
absence  of  French-Canadian  scenes  and 
the  French  language  in  newsreels  of  the 
Royal  visit  to  Canada.  “Any  reference  to 
French-Canadians  appears  to  have  been 
carefully  deleted  from  these  motion  pic- 
ture reviews,”  he  declared,  adding  “No 
French  is  spoken  in  any  scene,  and  there 
is  no  indication  that  French-Canadians 
exist  in  Quebec  province.” 

Walter  O’Hearn,  managing  editor  of 
Montreal  Herald,  comments  that  "as  an 
old  opponent  of  double  bills”  he  has  been 
confounded  several  times  of  late  by  the 
discovery  that  secondary  attractions  at 
local  theatres  were  a good  deal  more  en- 
tertaining than  the  feature  picture. 

The  Marquess  of  Donegall,  London  Sun- 
day Dispatch  correspondent  on  the  Royal 
Tour,  deplored  the  fact  that  there  was  a 
bit  cut  out  of  a newsreel  showing  the 
Queen  nudging  the  King  to  salute  the 
veterans  when  the  King  was  looking  an- 
other way.  “It  seems  to  me  to  be  sheer 
stupidity  to  cut  that  out  and  spoil  a 
good  human  story  and  a lovely  shot,”  he 
remarked. 

London  Daily  Mail  announces  that  Clark 
Gable  and  Carole  Lombard,  the  screen’s 
newlyweds,  will  spend  their  delayed  honey- 
moon in  England  and  Scotland  in  August. 
Neither  has  ever  been  abroad. 

Motion  picture  theatres  in  England  are 
aiding  the  police  in  crime  detection.  Re- 
cently Scotland  Yard  persuaded  theatres 
to  broadcast  on  the  screen  an  appeal  to 
householders  in  Pontypool  district  to 
search  their  gardens  for  a missing  blood- 
stained weapon  needed  as  a clue  in  the 
murder  of  a property-owner. 

Hundreds  of  girls  working  overtime  in 
Mayfair  (London)  dress  shops  making 
dresses  for  aristocratic  women  to  wear  at 
Ascot  races  are  looking  forward  to  see- 
ing their  creations  on  the  screen.  As  one 
of  the  girls  remarked:  "It’s  a thrill  to  see 
pictures  of  the  things  you  have  helped  to 
make.  You  get  a sort  of  feeling  that  you 
are  famous.” 

Cary  Grant,  who  is  British-born,  is 
(Continued  on  page  77) 
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Saskatchewan  Decides  on 
Buses  to  Carry  Film 

Regina,  Sask. — After  talking  about  it 
for  a couple  of  years  and  meeting  with 
railway  express  company  representatives, 
executives  of  the  Saskatchewan  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n,  have  decided  to 
organize  a bus  express  route. 

The  pet  peeve  of  theatremen  for  years 
has  been  the  high  rates  charged  by  the 
railways,  especially  for  deliveries  into  the 
province  from  Calgary  and  Winnipeg  ex- 
changes. A request  for  some  revision 
downward  has  brought  no  response. 

At  Friday’s  meeting  in  the  Capitol 
Theatre  here,  authorization  was  given  to 
commence  negotiations  with  bus  and 
trucking  companies  operating  into  and  out 
of  the  province  and  connecting  the  main 
centers  with  a view  to  having  them  carry 
the  films  at  a better  rate. 

P.  W.  Mahon,  Prince  Albert,  president 
of  the  association,  presided  at  the  meet- 
ing, which  also  saw  a decision  made  to 
present  a brief  to  the  public  hearing  of 
the  Saskatchewan  minimum  wage  board 
in  Regina.  The  board  set  a blanket  min- 
imum wage  for  all  employes  in  the  in- 
dustry at  30  cents  an  hour.  Theatremen 
agree  with  this  in  all  but  the  apprentice 
usher  class,  contending  they  should  re- 
ceive no  more  than  25  cents  an  hour,  the 
rate  set  by  the  board  for  all  unskilled  la- 
bor in  any  other  industry. 

The  16mm  film  competition  apparentlj 
is  no  longer  a thorn  in  the  side  of  the 
theatremen,  with  the  improved  crop  pros- 
pects and  the  demand  of  the  public  for 
newer  and  better  pictures.  It  was  on  the 
agenda  but  was  not  even  discussed. 

Discussion  centered  around  the  possi- 
bility of  eliminating  giveaways  in  thea- 
tres, but  it  was  considered  the  time  is  not 
yet  advisable  to  do  this  from  the  smaller 
theatres  point  of  view. 


Canada's  First  Film  Goll 
Tourney  on  August  14 

Toronto — Canada  is  to  have  its  first 
motion  picture  golf  tournament.  Ar- 
rangements have  been  undertaken  for  the 
staging  of  the  initial  competition  at  the 
Oakdale  Golf  Club,  Toronto,  on  Monday, 
August  14,  entries  for  which  are  to  be  sent 
to  the  office  of  Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  presi- 
dent of  the  Motion  Picture  Distributors  of 
Canada,  Metropolitan  Bldg.,  Toronto.  Any 
person  actively  identified  with  the  mov- 
ing picture  business  in  the  Dominion,  dis- 
tribution, exhibition  or  production,  is  elig- 
ible for  the  tourney  which  is  to  be  made 
an  annual  feature. 

Keen  interest  is  assured  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  a magnificent  trophy  for  the  low 
gross  champion  by  Mr.  N.  L.  Nathanson, 
president  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  which  is  offered  for  annual  com- 
petition, and  a long  list  of  prizes  is  ex- 
pected before  the  day  of  the  big  test.  The 
tourney  is  not  restricted  to  residents  of 
Toronto  and  a large  representation  from 
outside  centers  is  expected.  A dinner  will 
follow  the  competition  at  which  the  trophy 
and  other  awards  will  be  presented  with 
appropriate  ceremony. 


•[■ONY  WALLIS,  one  time  of  the  staff  of 

Paramount,  has  resigned  from  Empire- 
Universal  to  join  Grand  National  as 
booker. 

Dave  Griesdorf,  UA  manager,  has  re- 
turned from  a hurried  trip  to  Edmonton, 
taken  when  his  son  fell  ill.  Mr.  Gries- 
dorf’s  son  now  is  fully  recovered. 

“War  Victory,”  owned  by  Sam  and 
Charley  Krupp  of  Grand  National  and 
Fox,  won  easily  at  Polo  Park,  netting  a 
number  of  film  men  some  fine  returns 
and  bringing  his  owners  a nice  purse. 

Considerable  interest  is  being  shown  in 
“Cossacks  in  Exile,”  Ukrainian  operatic 
film  made  in  the  United  States  but  fi- 
nanced in  Winnipeg.  The  picture  has  been 
heavily  booked  in  the  territory  in  view  of 
its  music  and  English  titles. 

The  Oak  Theatre  reports  unusual  busi- 
ness, returns  being  far  ahead  of  last  year. 
The  heavy  tourist  trade  has  been  an 
added  factor  that  has  made  for  good  sum- 
mer business  here. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peebles  of  Dauphin,  Man., 
are  in  the  city  to  meet  their  son,  Frank, 
who  returns  from  Kingston,  Ont.,  where 
he  has  been  attending  the  Royal  Military 
College. 

So  great  was  the  interest  in  “Damaged 
Goods”  at  Bowsman  that  the  civic  au- 
thorities have  requested  a return  engage- 
ment. During  its  first  run  heavy  rain 
restricted  attendance  but  authorities  con- 
sider the  film  so  important  that  they  want 
a return  engagement  ...  In  Regina,  Harry 
Bercovich,  independent  exhibitor,  reports 
house  records  made  with  the  film. 


PICTURESQUELY  lighted  lobby  dis- 
play in  the  Dominion  Theatre  lobby 
is  receiving  many  favorable  comments 
from  patrons.  It  takes  the  form  of  a lake 
which  is  situated  in  heavily  timbered 
country. 

“Pygmalion”  established  a record  at  the 
Atlas  Theatre  for  bemg  the  first  picture 
that  the  management  has  played  for 
more  than  a week’s  run.  Newspaper  ad- 
vertising was  used  to  draw  the  crowds 
which  increased  every  night  of  the  show- 
ing. 

For  the  showing  of  “The  Story  of  Vernon 
and  Irene  Castle”  the  management  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre  arranged  a tieup  with  a lo- 
cal dance  hall  which  staged  a “Ginger  Rog- 
ers-Fred  Astaire”  dancing  competition,  the 
winners  of  which  were  presented  with  a 
cup  donated  by  the  Capitol  Theatre.  They 
also  had  a tieup  with  a local  dancing 
school. 

Bert  W.  Holloway,  assistant  publicity 
director  of  Paramount  Pictures,  and  his 
wife  spent  a few  days  in  Victoria  recently. 


A report  is  current  in  the  city  that  there 
will  be  a new  downtown  house  for  Portage 
Ave. 

“Mayerling,”  outstanding  French  film, 
established  new  house  records  for  the 
Valour  and  Tower  theatres  here. 

Mescho  Triller  of  Associated  Theatres 
was  the  winner  in  the  “golf  session”  . ..  . 
Sim  Rost,  champion  golfer  of  the  industry 
here,  has  added  new  laurels  at  the  game. 

Jack  Whitehouse,  formerly  of  the  Ti- 
voli in  Winnipeg,  has  joined  the  staff  of 
20th  Century  in  Toronto  . . . Miss  Claire 
Litsky  of  UA  is  off  to  California  on  her 
holidays  . . . G.  F.  Cummings,  Wadena, 
is  a visitor  to  the  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Morton  have  re- 
turned from  Minneapolis  . . . Jack  Zait- 
zow,  Meliville,  Sask.,  is  in  the  city  arrang- 
ing plans  for  the  opening  of  several  new 
houses  . . . Harold  Bishop  of  the  Capitol 
has  gone  to  California  on  a holiday  . . . 
Ken  Leach  of  the  Strand,  Calgary,  is  in 
the  city,  romping  home  several  winners  at 
Polo  Park. 

Cyril  Wynant  is  opening  a new  theatre 
at  Winnipeg  Beach  on  July  1 . . . Work 
on  the  Paris  Theatre,  St.  Boniface,  is 
coming  along  at  a good  pace  with  open- 
ing scheduled  for  Labor  Day  . . . Nate 
Rothstein  is  making  a tour  of  his  cir- 
cuit. 

Visitors  to  the  city  include:  Leon  As- 
per,  Minnedosa;  Meyer  Chechik,  Vancou- 
ver; Harry  Springman  and  family,  Sel- 
kirk, Man. 


Johnny  Garrard  of  the  Atlas  published 
a special  edition  of  the  Atlas  Screen  Pro- 
gram on  the  combined  occasion  of  the 
Royal  Visit  and  the  third  anniversary  of 
the  Atlas  Theatre.  Martin  Cave  also 
published  a special  edition  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre  Program  for  the  Royal  Visit. 

Marc  Prieswerck,  manager  of  the  Atlas 
Theatre,  and  Johnny  Garrard,  assistant- 
manager,  made  use  of  the  l&mm  movie 
camera  to  secure  news  snaps  of  the  Royal 
Visit  for  their  theatre.  Each  covered  dif- 
ferent phases  of  the  ceremonies.  The  pic- 
tures were  shown  to  the  Atlas  patrons 
three  days  after  the  Royal  Couple  had  left 
Victoria. 

Theatre  parties  by  “Young  People’s  So- 
cieties” are  recent  innovations  in  Victoria 
that  are  growing  in  popularity. 

Moving  pictures  in  color  of  the  visit  of 
the  King  and  Queen  to  Victoria  were 
shown  at  the  Victoria  Club  for  hard-of- 
hearing  recently  by  F.  Spencer,  who  is  a 
prominent  local  business  man  who  makes 
a hobby  of  taking  moving  pictures. 
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QOL.  JOHN  A.  COOPER,  president  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Distributors  of 
Canada,  spent  several  days  in  Montreal 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  negotia- 
tions with  respect  to  the  situation  in  Que- 
bec City  where  all  theatres  have  been 
closed  in  a tax  strike. 

Jack  Arthur,  manager  of  the  Uptown 
Theatre,  FP  ace  house,  was  only  a spec- 
tator at  the  International  Folk  Festival  at 
Exhibition  Park  which  he  directed  one 
year  ago  when  he  contributed  his  services 
in  organizing  the  initial  program  of  for- 
eign dances  and  songs.  Apparently  he  gave 
the  festival  an  excellent  start. 

During  his  brief  Toronto  stay,  Joe 
Franklin,  Halifax  exhibitor  and  former 
resident  of  the  Ontario  Capital,  declared 
that  his  daughter  had  returned  to  Canada 
for  the  Royal  Tour  from  New  York  City 
where  her  husband,  Michael  Foster,  is 
with  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System. 
Mr.  Foster  was  one  of  those  selected  to  ac- 
company the  British  Monarchs. 

Harry  Cash  has  bought  the  Duchess 
Theatre,  Dundas  Street  West,  Toronto, 
from  L.  Winick,  this  neighborhood  house 
having  a capacity  of  600. 

C.  T.  Ross,  proprietor  of  the  Royal 
Theatre,  Bowmanville,  Ont.,  and  former 
president  of  Allied  Exhibitors  of  Ontario, 
has  been  forced  to  forego  his  customary 
trips  to  Toronto  film  exchanges  because 
of  a physical  ailment  from  which  he  is 
gradually  recovering. 

A trade  visitor  from  the  Far  North  was 
Tom  Allevato,  owner  of  the  Allevato  Thea- 
tre in  Rouyn,  in  the  heart  of  the  rich 
mining  district  of  northern  Quebec  where, 
it  is  said,  there  is  wrinter  ten  months  of 
the  year  and  poor  sleighing  the  other  two 
months.  The  Allevato,  seating  400  persons, 
operates  seven  days  each  week. 

The  Bonita  ball  team,  sponsored  by 
Harry  Lester  of  the  Bonita  Theatre,  is 
proudly  perched  in  first  place  in  the 
Withrow  League.  Harry  is  reaping  plenty 
of  nice  publicity  on  the  sport  pages. 

Dave  Korman  is  busy  with  preparations 
for  the  reopening  of  the  Broadway  Thea- 
tre at  Haileybury,  a northern  Ontario 
mming  town.  Closed  for  months,  the 
Broadway  will  open  late  in  August. 

Han-y  Price,  general  manager  of  Super- 
ior Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  is  proceeding 
shortly  to  New  York  City  to  line  up  a 
number  of  features  for  the  new  season. 

The  Queeyi’s  Theatre  at  Hespeler,  Ont., 
is  boosting  patrojiage  on  the  two  off 
nights  of  the  week,  Monday  and  Friday, 
with  the  distribution  of  candy  among  the 
customers  as  an  added  treat. 

Manager  Tom  Daley  of  the  big  Imperial 
Theatre  in  downtown  Toronto  has  added 
to  his  current  duties  the  supervision  of  an 
extensive  redecorating  job  which  included 
the  refinishing  of  the  huge  Neon  sign 
which  rated  as  the  costliest  display  of  its 
kind  in  Canada  when  erected. 

Harold  Pfaff,  popular  Toronto  film  ex- 


change veteran,  is  back  from  a much-en- 
joyed trip  to  California. 

The  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  is  re- 
producing the  Canadian  historical  play, 
“Some  Must  Watch,”  which  was  authored 
by  Miss  Mary  Tm-ner  and  Charles  Car- 
ruthers.  The  latter  is  the  theatre  critic  of 
the  London  Free  Press  and  veteran  radio 
commentator. 

The  Film  Exchange  Building  at  277  Vic- 
toria Street,  has  received  its  filial  coat  of 
paint  at  last  and  the  languid  exhibitors 
are  no  longer  being  compelled  to  send  their 
suits  to  the  cleaners. 

Out-of-town  theatre  proprietors  have 
been  somewhat  scarce  along  Filmrow 
which  means,  according  to  Jim  Davidson, 
widely-known  salesman,  that  they  are  too 
busy  back  home.  Abe  Rappaport  of  the 
Hollywood,  Campbellford,  rushed  into 
town  and  did  not  take  the  time  to  tell  how 
the  fish  were  biting.  L.  W.  Payne,  owner 
of  the  Capitol  at  Listowell,  paid  a repeat 
visit  to  check  on  further  bookings  while 
Les  Gregory  of  Hamilton  completed  de- 
tails for  his  new  theatre  in  Leamington 
which  is  to  open  September  1. 

Nicholas  Trebish  made  the  rounds  for 


A Mayor  Is  Made 


Ottawa — A good  old-fashioned  election 
fight  for  the  mayoralty  of  Aylmer,  an 
Ottawa  suburban  town,  witnessed  the  de- 
feat of  Ambrose  Nolan,  proprietor  of  the 
Pix  Theatre  in  that  town,  by  the  former 
holder  of  the  office,  Wilfrid  J.  Lavigne,  by 
a narrow  margin. 

The  excitement  really  started  when  the 
result  of  the  close  balloting  became  known. 
A general  riot  broke  out  when  partisans 
to  an  estimated  number  of  1,000  came  into 
contact  and  there  were  dozens  of  cracked 
heads,  black  eyes  and  bloody  noses.  Ac- 
cording to  time-honored  local  custom,  an 
effigy  of  Mr.  Nolan  was  burned  by  sup- 
porters of  the  rival  candidate  and  this  was 
accepted  in  good  part.  But  the  disorder 
became  serious  when  a portion  of  the  mob 
raided  Mr.  Nolan’s  theatre  during  the 
evening  performance.  Three  of  the  rioters 
gained  entry  to  the  projection  room  and 
despite  the  efforts  of  Ernest  Proulx,  pro- 
jectionist, smashed  one  projection  ma- 
chine. Cleo  Gendron,  a theatre  employe, 
chased  the  raiders  with  a hammer  and  the 
audience  became  panicky,  a few  of  the  300 
patrons  making  a hasty  exit. 

Police  and  municipal  officials  arrived  on 
the  scene  and  broke  up  several  individual 
fights  but  made  no  arrests  because  they 
believed  that  the  battle  was  not  premedi- 
tated and  that  the  boys  were  only  out 
for  a bit  of  fun.  Later  in  the  evening,  Mr. 
Nolan  appeared  at  a noisy  rally  for  the 
successful  candidate  in  a hall,  made  his 
way  to  the  platform  and  shook  hands  with 
his  election  opponent,  announcing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  would  rim  for  the  of- 
fice in  the  next  campaign  despite  the 
demonstration.  Mayor  Lavigne  expressed 
regret  for  the  property  damage  and  the 
party  was  over. 


pictures  for  his  Capitol  Theatre  at  Mea- 
ford  where  summer  business  has  started 
to  boom,  following  an  inflow  of  summer- 
resorters.  Miss  A.  E.  Elliott  filled  up  the 
dates  for  the  Fred  Guest  theatres  in 
Hamilton. 

J.  O.  Scott,  chairman  of  the  Anti-Pro- 
tection League  and  owner  of  the  Weston 
Theatre,  has  been  touching  various  points 
in  the  Province  to  round  up  support  for 
the  organization  in  its  drive  for  clearance 
reform. 

J.  R.  Vogel  of  New  York  City  spent  a 
few  days  here  to  confer  with  Manager 
Jules  Bernstein  of  Loew’s  Theatre  on  plans 
and  policy  for  the  new  season. 

Glowing  with  enthusiasm.  General 
Manager  Leo  Devaney  of  Canadian  RKO, 
Frank  Meyer,  Harry  Decker  and  Murray 
Devaney  are  back  from  the  RKO  conven- 
tion all  primed  to  earn  further  laurels  in 
sales  promotion. 

The  Oriole  Theatre,  Toronto,  unit  of  the 
2Qth  Century  Theatres  group,  is  offering 
a bargain  admission  price  of  20  cents  to 
7:30  o’clock  each  evening,  after  which  it 
goes  to  the  even  two-bits.  Manager  W.  M. 
Armstrong  of  the  Hudson  is  collecting  15 
cents  to  8:00  p.  m.  and  20  cents  after  that 
hour,  in  a move  to  combat  daylight  saving. 

The  Centre  Theatre  opened  the  en- 
gagement of  “The  Sun  Never  Sets” 
with  a special  announcement  that:  “Ot- 
tawa is  Honored!  The  Centre  Theatre 
proudly  presents  the  film  that  was  chosen 
to  be  shown  before  Their  Majesties  the 
King  and  Queen  as  a climax  to  their 
Canadian  visit,”  the  reference  being  to  the 
screening  of  the  picture  for  the  British 
Monarchs  on  their  homeward  voyage.  The 
local  first-run  got  under  way  with  a mid- 
night preview  at  regular  prices  after  a 
splash  newspaper  campaign. 

I.  Singerman,  manager  of  the  Imperial 
Theatre,  has  revived  the  policy  which 
proved  successful  last  year  of  presenting 
previous  hits  on  a double  bill,  a typical 
program  comprising  “Next  Time  We  Love” 
and  “You’re  a Sweetheart.” 

Manager  Henry  Marshall  showed  good 
results  with  an  all-French  program  at  the 
Rideau  Theatre,  Ottawa,  the  two  features 
being  the  comedy,  “Les  Rois  du  Sport” 
and  “La  Plus  Belle  Fille  du  Monde.” 
French  pictures  were  temporarily  dropped 
for  the  Royal  Visit  but  they  have  been 
resumed  for  regular  weekly  engagements 
throughout  the  summer. 

The  combination  old-and-new  screen 
policy  of  the  Elgin  Theatre  is  working  out 
nicely,  according  to  Manager  L.  C.  Mills.  A 
recent  successful  program  had  a revival 
showing  of  “Roberta”  as  the  first  feature 
of  the  double  bill  and  “I  Stand  Accused,” 
which  was  having  its  first  local  run,  as  the 
second  feature. 

Ottawa  theatres  have  continued  to  play 
up  the  news  pictures  of  the  Royal  Tour  as 
special  attractions  and  exhibitors  are 
looking  forward  anxiously  to  the  quick  re- 
lease of  newsreels  showing  the  arrival  of 
Their  Majesties  in  Southampton  and  Lon- 
don to  complete  the  series. 
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(Continued  from  page  74) 
going  to  England  to  meet  Phyllis  Brooks, 
former  toothpaste  advertisement  model, 
now  a film  “starlet,”  whom  he  hopes  to 
marry. 

Fines  of  ten  dollars  and  costs  for  ad- 
mitting juveniles  to  see  motion  pictures, 
contrary  to  the  Quebec  law,  may  not  seem 
heavy,  but  the  prosecutions  against  the 
Laval  Theatre  for  a number  of  infrac- 
tions cost  the  owner  a total  of  $174.30, 
which  means  the  admission  charges  on 
probably  1,740  children. 

Mrs.  Cora  Scovil,  Chicago  artist  who 
modeled  film  stars  as  mannequins  for 
department  store  windows,  is  trying  to 
sell  the  idea  to  British  shopkeepers.  She 
says:  “All  women  dramatize  themselves. 
So,  as  they  gaze  into  shop  windows  they 
see  themselves  in  the  gowns  on  display.” 

Canada’s  famous  “Mounties,”  often  por- 
trayed by  Hollywood  actors,  are  likely  to 
be  shown  "in  person"  in  a new  film  to  be 
produced  by  Cecil  B.  DeMille  in  which  the 
action  takes  place  in  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories. Mr.  Milliag,  de  Mille’s  Canadia7i 
agent,  has  asked  the  Commissioner, 
Colonel  Wood,  whether  the  "Mounties”  can 
be  used  in  the  film,  and  is  said  to  have  re- 
ceived a reply  in  the  affirmative,  pro- 
vided that  certain  regulations  are  ob- 
served. 

Films  showing  hazards  encountered  on 
the  streets  by  cyclists  and  how  to  avoid 
them  will  be  shown  to  a mass  gathering 
of  Canadian  wheelmen  in  Montreal  by  the 
Province  of  Quebec  Safety  League. 

"Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,"  banned  in 
the  Argentine,  has  been  passed  by  the 
British  board  of  film  censors — Two  Pa- 
risian films,  of  a religious  nature,  "La 
Rose  Effeuillee”  and  "Le  Secret  de  la 
Confession,”  were  shown  to  convent  girls 
by  Montreal  Kiwanis. 

Interest  is  being  expressed  in  the  re- 
turn of  John  Grierson,  British  documen- 
tary film  expert,  expected  to  arrive  in 
July.  It  was  Mr.  Grierson  who  designed 
the  plan  for  Canada’s  new  film  board 
which  is  still  without  a head. 

Eric  Mayell,  British  cameraman  for  Fox 
Movietone  newsreel,  who  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  by  the  Japanese  for  taking  pic- 
tures near  blockaded  concessions,  and 
whose  release  was  refused  at  first  because 
of  his  allegedly  "truculent”  attitude,  has 
been  liberated.  Mayell,  a native  of  Lon- 
don, England,  worked  for  some  years  in 
Canada,  particularly  in  British  Columbia. 


Scripts  Next  DeMille 

Hollywood — Alan  Lemay  has  been  set 
to  script  “Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Po- 
lice,” next  Cecil  B.  DeMille  production  for 
Paramount. 


"Iron  Men”  to  Reeves 
Hollywood — “City  of  Iron  Men,”  in 
which  James  Cagney  will  star,  will  be  adap- 
ted by  Ted  Reeves  from  his  own  original 
for  Warner. 


Television  Attracts 
Scophony,  Ltd, 

Montreal  — Increasing  attention  to 
television  in  the  United  Kingdom  is 
noted  in  the  capital  increase  of  Sco- 
phony.  Ltd.,  from  £300,000  to  £500.000. 
Commenting  on  the  capital  hike.  Sir 
Maurice  Bonham  Carter,  the  chairman, 
said; 

"The  company  has  reached  the  stage 
of  transition  from  purely  laboratory  de- 
velopments into  the  commercial  and 
revenue  earning  field,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  Scophony 
will  establish  itself  firmly  in  the  tele- 
vision market.  Our  present  personnel 
and  space  facilities  are,  however,  total- 
ly inadequate  for  manufacturing  ac- 
tivities, and  in  order  to  be  able  to  ful- 
fill the  orders  for  cinema  equipment 
and  in  order  to  be  able  to  enter  on  the 
manufacture  and  marketing  of  home 
receivers,  more  finance  is  required." 

Public  Domain  Policy 
Delays  Television 

Montreal  — Montreal  is  ready  for  its 
first  television  program,  but  it  will  not 
materialize  for  an  indefinite  period. 

CKAC  has  been  experimenting  with  tele- 
vision for  the  past  eight  years  and  it  is 
now  ready  to  install  a transmitter. 

Television  receiving  sets  are  being 
manufactured  and  are  available  on  the 
Montreal  market  but  cannot  be  used. 

The  reason  why  Montreal  is  ready  for 
television  but  cannot  have  it,  is  to  be 
found  in  a ruling  of  the  Canadian  Broad- 
casting Corp.,  enunciated  at  a meeting  of 
the  board  held  in  Montreal. 

“With  respect  to  the  control  and  de- 
velopment of  television  and  facsimile 
broadcasting,  the  board  reiterates  the 
policies  explained  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  viz.:  That  no  part  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  with  respect  to  those  develop- 
ments will  be  alienated  to  private  in- 
terests.” 

Investigation  of  this  policy  by  CKAC 
which  is  ready,  willing  and  able  to  broad- 
cast television  in  the  Montreal  area  indi- 
cates the  phrase  regarding  alienation  of 
interests  means  that  no  private  station 
can  operate  television  on  any  account.  The 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  maintains  it 
will  grant  no  licenses  but  proposes  to  keep 
for  itself  a complete  monopoly  of  this  field, 
as  well  as  that  of  facsimile  broadcasting. 

Whether  CBC  itself  has  advanced  plans 
for  television  in  Canada  is  not  disclosed. 
Non-CBC  radio  stations,  however,  point 
out  that  if  CBC  itself  were  to  attempt  to 
inaugurate  television  in  Canada,  it  would 
be  brought  face  to  face  with  a serious 
regional  problem. 

In  explanation  of  this,  they  point  out 
as  it  is  developed  now,  the  workable  range 
of  television  is  about  100  miles.  Thus, 
they  say,  if  CBC  were  to  establish  a tele- 
vision transmitter  in  Montreal  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  Toronto,  for  example,  there 
would  be  much  natural  complaint  from 


JS^  R.  COOPER,  manager  of  the  Prince 
Edward  Theatre,  Charlottetown,  P.  E. 
I.,  was  recently  elected  president  of  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Charlottetown  and  repre- 
sented the  club  at  the  International  Ro- 
tary convention  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Dur- 
ing his  absence  Gordon  Spencer  of  Saint 
John  has  been  managing  the  theatre. 

Joe  Franklm  of  the  Franklin-Herschorn 
theatres  of  Halifax  and  Saint  John  re- 
cently made  a trip  to  Toroiito  to  confer 
with  executives  of  Famous  Players  Ca- 
nadian Corp.  with  lohich  his  theatres  are 
affiliated. 

Jay  Lieberman  of  the  Rialto  Theatre, 
Edmonton,  Alta.,  has  been  visiting  his 
brother,  Joe  Lieberman,  of  the  Maritime 
Film  Co.  of  Saint  John  and  planned  to 
go  to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  before 
returning  home. 

W.  H.  Golding,  manager  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  and  F.  G.  Spencer  of  the  Spencer 
circuit,  are  well  known  and  respected  citi- 
zens of  Saint  John.  Their  sons.  Jack 
Golding  and  Gordon  Spencer,  when  so- 
liciting  subscriptions  for  the  Kinsmen 
Club,  put  something  over  on  the  offiee 
of  a mail  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  see 
without  an  appointment,  when  they  had 
themselves  announced  as  Mr.  Golding  and 
Mr.  Spencer  and  were  immediately  ush- 
ered in  to  the  iniier  office.  They  caused 
a surprise  but  got  the  subscription. 

The  London  Repertory  Co.,  returning 
from  a season  in  the  West  Indies,  had 
made  arrangements  to  present  six  plays 
at  an  auditorium  in  Saint  John,  being 
unable,  due  to  picture  commitments,  to 
engage  a theatre. 

Bill  Metz,  advertising  manager  of  the 
F.  G.  Spe7icer  Co.,  Ltd.,  a7id  a7nateur  pho- 
tographer, has  bee7i  domg  quite  a profit- 
able busmess  07i  the  side  lately  by  selling 
pictures  he  took  durmg  the  Royal  visit 
to  Samt  John. 

J.  A.  Cashman,  manager  of  the  Al- 
gonquin Hotel,  St.  Andrews,  N.  B.,  was 
a visitor  to  Filmrow  recently  when  he 
came  in  to  arrange  his  program  of  pic- 
tures to  be  shown  at  the  hotel  during 
the  summer  months. 

T.  J.  O’Rourke  of  the  Gaiety,  Mmto, 
N.  B.,  a7id  Colm  Da7iso7i  of  the  Stra7id, 
Sussex,  N.  B.,  were  rece7it  visitors  to  Fibn- 
row. 


the  latter  city. 

Private  stations  would  have  no  such 
difficulties  to  face,  for  even  though  any 
television  transmitter  they  might  choose 
to  install  would  serve  only  a small  part  of 
the  area  over  which  their  regular  broad- 
casts are  heard,  there  could  be  no  legiti- 
mate grounds  for  complaints.  In  support 
of  their  argument,  they  cite  the  New  York 
installation  which  serves  only  the  imme- 
diate district. 

“Montreal  is  ready  for  television  and 
television  is  ready  for  Montreal,  but  the 
powers-that-be  are  not  ready  for  either,” 
is  the  way  a radio  man  expresses  the 
position. 
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General  Theatre  Supply 
Of  Toronto  Reports  Sales 

Toronto — Recent  installations  are  an- 
nounced by  General  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
Ltd.,  for  this  territory  as  follows: 

Projectors — Dreamland,  Rialto,  Edmon- 
ton, Alta.;  Bellard,  Fort  Erie,  Ont.;  Can- 
yon Recreation  Club,  Fraserdale,  Ont.; 
Grand,  Galt,  Ont.;  Capitol,  Lethbridge, 
Alta.:  Strand,  Port  Colborne,  Ont.;  Rex, 
Regina,  Sask.;  Metro,  Toronto,  Ont.;  Cap- 
itol, Vancouver,  B.  C.;  Capitol,  Windsor, 
Ont. 

Lamps — Capitol,  Galt,  Ont.;  Wonder- 
land, Magog,  Que.;  Strand.  Port  Colborne, 
Ont.;  Lincoln,  St.  Catherines,  Ont.;  Al- 
hambra, Metro,  Paradise,  Toronto,  Ont.; 
Capitol,  Windsor,  Ont. 

Generators  -—  Strand,  Port  Colborne, 
Ont.;  Lincoln,  St.  Catherines,  Ont.;  Metro, 
Toronto,  Ont. 

Screens — Capitol,  Chatham,  Ont.;  Can- 
yon Recreation  Club,  Fraserdale,  Ont.; 
Capitol,  Grand,  Galt,  Ont.;  Uptown,  Kirk- 
land Lake,  Ont.;  Strand,  Port  Colborne, 
Ont.;  Lincoln,  St.  Catherines,  Ont.;  Capi- 
tol, St.  Thomas,  Ont.;  Esquire,  Southamp- 
ton, Ont.;  Alhambra,  Beach,  Metro,  Oak- 
wood,  Toronto;  Capitol,  Wallaceburg,  Ont.; 
Capitol,  Windsor,  Ont. 


Premier  Hepburn  Heads 
Fishing,  Filming  Trek 

Toronto — Premier  Mitchell  F.  Hepburn 
of  Ontario  headed  a combined  motion  pic- 
ture and  fishing  expedition  to  northern 
Ontario  when  a wide  range  of  films  were 
shot  by  Fi’ank  O’Byrne  of  Associated 
Screen  News,  Ltd.,  Toronto.  They  stopped 
over  at  Callander  where  they  spent  an 
hour  with  the  Dionne  Quintuplets  who  were 
facing  the  cameras  for  a forthcoming 
screen  short.  Other  members  of  the  party 
included  Hon.  Harry  C.  Nixon,  provincial 
secretary,  and  James  Taylor,  deputy  min- 
ister of  game  and  fisheries. 

Although  Premier  Hepburn  is  one  of  the 
official  guardians  of  the  Quints,  no  moving 
pictures  of  the  famous  babies  were  pri- 
vately taken  because  of  the  exclusive  film 
rights  held  by  20th  Century-Fox  and 
Pathe. 


Disney  Visit  to  His  Former 
Ontario  Home  Awaited 

Toronto — Walt  Disney,  creator  of  ani- 
mated films,  has  arranged  to  visit  his  old 
home  near  Bluevale,  Huron  county,  in 
western  Ontario,  for  a period  in  July, 
bringing  with  him  his  father,  Elias  Dis- 
ney, from  California  for  a visit  with  rela- 
tives in  and  around  Goderich  and  a tour 
of  places  associated  with  the  childhood 
of  the  film  celebrity. 

The  old  Disney  farm,  the  address  of 
which  is  Concession  No.  1,  Morris  Town- 
ship, Bluevale,  is  largely  in  its  original 
state  and  is  operated  by  a farmer,  Sandy 
McEwen.  One  of  the  Disney  relatives  is 
Peter  Cantelon,  a cousin  of  Elias  Disney, 
who  resides  in  Goderich  and  who  is  to  be 
host  for  the  visit.  Mr.  Cantelon  spent  the 
past  winter  with  the  Disneys  in  California. 


C A IL  G A K Y 

JjDDIE  ZORN,  manager  for  the  Famous 
Players  houses  in  Alberta,  has  been 
promoted  to  western  divisional  manager 
with  headquarters  at  Winnipeg.  Territory 
under  Zorn’s  management  is  largest  on  the 
continent  extending  from  the  Great  Lakes 
in  the  east  to  the  Rockies.  Tliis  includes 
western  Ontario  and  the  large  provinces 
of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta. 

Changes  taking  place  at  the  Capitol  here 
bring  promotion  for  the  present  staff. 
Ralph  Mitcheltree,  assistant  manager, 
takes  over  managerial  duties  next  week 
and  Fred  Tickell,  publicity  man,  becomes 
assistant  manager.  Both  boys  received 
their  education  and  theatre  training  in 
Calgary. 

On  July  1,  the  Crescent  Theatre  changes 
hands.  Les  Pitch  of  this  city  will  be  the 
manager  for  the  new  owners.  This  subur- 
ban house  on  the  North  Hill  will  close 
for  alterations  and  reopen  on  August  5. 


St.  Joseph  d'Alma  Is 
Hit  by  Depression 

By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Montreal — Driving  400  miles  to  Mon- 
treal from  the  beautiful  Lake  St.  John 
district  northeast  of  Quebec,  U.  H.  Pelle- 
tier, managing  director  of  the  Alma  Thea- 
tre Co.,  Ltd.,  of  St.  Joseph  d’Alma,  which 
operates  the  Alma  Theatre  in  that  town  of 
4,000  population,  made  a quick  round  of 
calls  along  Filmrow,  then  painted  for  this 
Boxoffice  correspondent  a rather  depres- 
sing picture  of  economic  conditions  in  his 
town  where  80  per  cent  of  the  population, 
he  estimated,  are  unemployed. 

The  only  industry  in  the  neighborhood 
is  Price  Bros.’  newsprint  mill  at  River 
Bend,  two  miles  away,  which  gives  work 
to  about  400.  Adverse  conditions  in  the 
newsprint  industry  have  been  reflected  in 
the  attendance  at  the  theatre. 

Pelletier  was  driving  a new  Buick,  which 
the  correspondent  remarked  did  not  ap- 
pear to  indicate  a depression.  The  ex- 
planation: “Happily  we  don’t  have  to  de- 
pend on  the  theatre  business  for  all  our 
income.”  He  pointed  out  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  newsprint  industry. 

The  Alma  Theatre  seats  300,  and  the 
attendance  runs  all  the  way  from  six  to 
150,  Pelletier  said.  It  is  open  evenings 
only,  including  Sundays,  and  shows  one 
French  and  two  American  programs  week- 
ly. It  never  plays  British  films.  Pelle- 
tier explained  the  local  French  population 
has  difficulty  in  understanding  the  ac- 
cent of  English  players,  while  he  thought 
that  most  British  pictures  did  not  show 
enough  action,  although  he  had  seen  one 
or  two  which  he,  personally,  considered 
good.  He  admitted  the  same  objections 
could  be  applied  to  French  films,  as  the 
Parisian  accent  is  sometimes  hard  for 
French-Canadians  of  that  northern  dis- 
trict to  follow  and  there  is  more  talk  than 
action.  “But,  after  all,  it’s  their  language,” 
he  remarked,  explaining  their  preference. 

Despite  his  French  name,  Pelletier  is 


American  Films  Popular 
In  British  Moose  Jaw 

Moose  Jaw,  Sask. — One  thing  Moose 
Jaw  has  long  boasted  about  is  its  pre- 
dominately British-born  population  in  a 
province  where  two-thirds  of  the  resi- 
dents come  from  non-English-speaking 
countries. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  a thing  where 
British-made  motion  pictures  are  con- 
cerned, according  to  Harry  Marrs,  owner- 
manager  of  the  Orpheum.  Marrs  just  isn’t 
buying  any  more  British-made  pictures, 
whether  Korda,  Universal,  United  Artists 
or  what-have-you.  “They  just  won’t 
spend  a dime  in  this  town  to  see  a British 
picture  any  more.  There  have  been  too 
many  poor  ones,  not  only  in  scenario  and 
casting,  but  technically.  They  want  the 
Hollywood  product  now,”  he  told  Box- 
office. 

“English  pictures  won’t  sell  to  the  crowd. 
For  one  thing,  they  don’t  know  the  stars 
in  most  cases  because  the  English  produc- 
ers simply  don’t  advertise  them,  while 
Hollywood  booms  theirs  by  radio,  news- 
paper, magazine  and  everything  else.  Brit- 
ish picture  companies  don’t  spend  a dime 
on  advertising  and  the  people  reply  by 
refusing  to  spend  anything  for  admission. 
If  they  would  only  build  up  their  name 
players!”  he  emphasized. 

Marrs  explained  he  has  not  booked  a 
British  picture  in  months  because  he  found 
it  simply  a losing  proposition  “and  no 
one  can  doubt  my  loyalty.  I’d  snap  up 
any  British  picture  if  they  would  only  give 
it  the  build  up  necessary  in  this  country. 
I guess  we’re  too  close  to  the  United  States 
to  think  eastward  7,000  miles.” 

License  Supension  Order 
In  Orillia  Rescinded 

Toronto — The  Orillia,  Ont.,  situation 
has  been  cleaned  up  by  the  rescinding  of 
the  Ontario  government  order  for  the  suSt 
pension  of  the  license  for  the  municipally- 
owned  Orillia  Theatre  which  had  been 
operated  to  June  30  by  Associated  The- 
atres, Ltd.,  Toronto.  The  theatre  has  been 
leased  for  five  years  at  an  annual  rental 
of  $4,200  to  L.  H.  Vicary,  independent  ex- 
hibitor who  also  operates  the  Princess 
Theatre  in  Orillia,  which  has  a seating 
capacity  of  311.  Much  controversy  de- 
veloped over  the  cancellation  of  the  the- 
atre license,  with  the  Orillia  council  lead- 
ing in  the  protests. 


more  at  home  in  the  English  tongue  than 
in  French.  He  was  born  in  the  United 
States,  and  his  French  ancestry  is  some 
generations  back.  He  explained  this  in 
reply  to  compliments  on  his  very  terse, 
racy  and  colloquial  English. 

The  Alma  was  started  as  a community 
project  in  1932.  Before  that,  there  had 
been  a silent  film  theatre,  the  Canadian, 
but  that  was  in  the  days  when  con- 
struction of  the  power  plant  at  Maligne 
gave  employment  to  2,000  men.  “These  i 
were  the  good  old  days,”  he  reminisced, 
adding  that  when  the  construction  camp 
was  abandoned  the  theatre  slowly  faded  |ij 
out.  ’ 
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THREE  DIVERSIFIED  HLMS  SHARE  TOP  SPOT 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Prison  Without  Barg  (UA);  Some 

Like  It  Hot  (Para)  65 

Memorial — Mikado  (Univ) ; Sorority  House 

(RKO)  100 

Metropolitan — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) ; 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para)  95 

Orpheum — It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M); 

Missing*  Daughters  (Col)  70 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  70 

State — ^Same  as  Orpheum  65 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Unmarried  (Para),  1st  half 90 

Broadway — Zenobia  (UA),  2nd  half  80 

Carolina — Juarez  (WB),  1st  half  90 

Carolina — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  half  90 

Imperial — Let  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M),  1st  half  90 
Imperial — The  Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN),  2nd 

half  100 

State — Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox),  1st  half.. 100 
State — The  Utali  Trail  (GN),  2nd  half 100 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox); 

2nd  wk 100 

Chicago — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col), 
plus  stage  show,  picture  moved  to  Roose- 
velt for  2nd  loop  wk 100 

Garrick — Juarez  (WB),  3rd  loop  wk 90 

Oriental — Sudden  Money  (Para);  The  Kid 

From  Texas  (M-G-M),  plus  stage  show 85 

Palace — ^Ex-Chainp  (RKO),  plus  stage  show  . . 80 

Roosevelt — Captain  T\iry  (UA)  75 

State-Lake — Blind  Alley  (Col),  plus  stage 

show  85 

World-Playhouse — ‘The  Mikado  (Univ),  held 

4th  loop  wk 95 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox),  held 


over  120 

Capitol — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  wk.,  held  over 120 

Grand — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col), 

3rd  wk 110 

Keith’s — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col)  110 

Lyric — Ex-Champ  (Univ)  110 

Palace — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  held 

over  150 


CLEVELAND 


Allen — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col), 

2nd  wk 125 

Hippodrome — ^Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox)..  90 

Palace — The  Kid  From  Kokomo  (PN)  95 

State — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para)  80 

Stillman — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 140 

DALLAS 

Capitol — ^Tell  Your  Children  (SR)  125 

Majestic — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col) 125 

Melba — Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  100 

Palace — ^Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 110 

Tower — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  wk 110 


DENVER 


Aladdin — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col), 

after  wk.  at  Denver  125 

Denham — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 120 

Denver — Juarez  (WB)  120 

Orpheum — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  Girl  From 

Mexico  (RKO)  80 

Paramount — The  Gorilla  (20th-Pox):  Blind 

Alley  (Col)  115 

Rialto — Rose  of  Washington  Square  (20th- 
Fox),  after  wk.  each  at  the  Denver  and 
Aladdin;  Trapped  in  the  Sky  (Col)  140 


DETROIT 

Adams — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ),  after 
wk.  at  Fox;  Sorority  House  (RKO),  after 


wk.  at  Fox  75 

Fox — Mikado  (Univ);  Blind  Alley  (Col)  80 

Michigan — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para); 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  80 

Palms  State — Mutiny  on  the  Bounty  (M-G-M), 
reissue;  6,000  Knemies  (M-G-M)  70 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — The  Night  Riders  (Rep);  Street  of 

Missing  Men  (Rep),  1st  half  80 

Alamo — Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col);  Four  Girls 

in  White  (M-G-M),  2nd  half  80 

Apollo — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox);  The 

Gorilla  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 65 

Circle — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para);  Some 
Like  It  Hot  (Para)  100 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — Cincinnati..  150 

Invitation  to  Happiness — Kan- 
sas City  and  New  Haven 150 

The  Mikado — New  Orleans 150 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — Cleveland. ...140 

The  Mikado  (dual) — Omaha 140 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(3rd  wk) — Denver  140 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (dual)  — 
Portland,  Ore 140 

Juarez — ^Philadelphia  130 


EXTENDED  RUNS 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  6th  wk..  New  York 
City. 

Juarez,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago  and  New  York. 

Invitation  to  Happiness,  3rd  wk.,  New 
York. 

The  Mikado,  3rd  wk.,  Portland,  Ore. 
Y’^oung  Mr.  Unooln,  3rd  wk.,  New  York. 


Loew's — It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M); 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  lOu 

Lyric — The  Man  Who  Dared  (FN),  plus  Henry 
Busse  Band  110 


KANSAS  CHY 


Esquire — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ) 110 

Midland — Captain  U'ury  (UA) ; Bridal  Suite 

(M-G-M)  105 

Newman — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 150 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  90 


LOS  ANGELES 


Chinese — Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M); 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  125 

Downtown — Juarez  (WB)  125 

Four  Star — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

6th  wk 125 

Hillstreet — Five  Came  Ba<.'k  (RKO);  Fixer 

Dugan  (RKO)  100 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  125 

Pantages — Five  Came  Biwk  (RKO);  Girl 

From  Mexico  (RKO)  90 

Paramount — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  85 

State — Same  as  Chinese  115 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox);  Sweepstakes 


Winner  (FN)  90 

Century — Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ)  90 

Gopher — Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  85 

Orpheum — Y'oung  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 85 

State — East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ) 100 


NEW  HAVEN  ' 

College — Streets  of  New  York  (Mono);  Trai,i)ed 


in  the  Sk.v  (Col)  65 

Loew-Poli — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M); 

Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M).  Moved  to  Loew’s 

College  for  2nd  wk 75 

Paramount — Invitation  to  Happiue.ss  (Para); 

Woman  Hoetor  (Rep),  held  for  2nd  wk 150 

Roger  Sherman — Captain  Fury  (UA);  Nancy 
Brew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB)  85 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — King  of  Chinatown  (Para)  90 

Globe — Little  Princess  (20th-Fox)  SO 


Liberty — Society  lAiwyer  (M-G-M)  95 

Orpheum — The  Mikado  (Univ)  150 

Saenger — Rose  of  tVashington  Stpiare  (20th- 

Fox)  100 

State — Tarzan  I'Tnds  a Son  (M-G-M)  125 

Tudor — iMade  for  Each  Other  (UA)  95 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  5th 

wk.,  held  120 

Capitol — Tarzan  PTiids  a Son  (M-G-M)  80 

Globe — Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation  ( 20th-Fox ) . 100 
Paramount — Invitation  to  Happines.s  (Para), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show,  held 110 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Clouds  Over  Europe 

(Col),  plus  stage  show  90 

Rivoli — Stolen  Lite  (Para)  85 

Roxy — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  90 

Strand — Juarez  (WB),  3rd  wk.,  plus  stage 

show  95 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Caidain  Eury  (UA)  80 

Liberty — The  Gorilla  (20th-Fox);  Chasing 

Banger  (20th-Fox),  4 days  100 

Liberty — ^Sweepstakes  Wiiuier  (FN);  Charlie 

Chan  in  Reno,  3 days  80 

Midwest — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  t20th-Fox)  lUO 

Plaza — Lucky  Night  (M-G-M).  moveover  from 

Midwest  100 

State — Zenobia  (UA);  My  Son  Is  a Criminal 

(Col)  90 

Tower — Bark  Victory  (FN),  moveover  Irom. 

Criterion  90 


OMAHA 

Braudels — Tlie  ]Mika4lo  (Univ) ; Mi.ssing  Daugh- 


ters (Col)  140 

Omaha — Tarzan  Einds  a Sou  (M-G-M);  Win- 
ner Take  All  (20th-Fox)  120 

Orpheum — Young  Air.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox); 

liing  of  Cliiiiatown  (Para)  120 

PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd — Invitation  to  Hai>piness  (Para) 100 

Earle — Maisie  (M-G-M)  100 

Fox — Tarzan  I’Tnds  a Son  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  headed  by  Blue  Barron's  orchestra  90 
Karlton — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox).  2nd 

run  115 

Stanley — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col), 

2ud  wk 75 

Stanton — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  run,  9 days 130 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Young  Air.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 85 

Fulton — The  Aliliado  (Univ)  lis 

Penn — Juarez  (WB)  115 

Stanley — The  Kid  T'ceiu  Kokomo  (WB);  Mar- 
ion Talley  stage  show  55 

Warner — You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Alurdcr 
( FN ) ; I’m  Erom  Alissouri  ( Para ) 75 


PORTLAND.  ORE. 


Broadway — Tarzan  Einds  a Son  (M-G-M); 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 140 

Mayfair — The  Mikado  (Univ),  3rd  wk 100 

Orpheum^ — Young  Air.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox); 

Jones  Family  in  Hollywood  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 90 

Paramount — Invitation  to  Hai>piiiess  (Para); 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  125 

United  Artists — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ): 
Ex-Clianu,  (Univ)  105 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M)  115 

Studio — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  wk 120 

Utah — Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M);  Confessions  of 

a Nazi  Spy  (FN)  125 

Victory — F'ishermaii’s  Wharf  (RKO) ; Secrets 
of  a Nurse  (Univ)  100 


SEATTLE 


Blue  Mouse — Young  Air.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox); 

Sorority  House  (RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

Fifth  Ave. — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para); 

Never  Say  Die  (Para)  90 

Liberty — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col);  Lad.v  and 

the  Alob  (Col)  ' 90 

Music  Bo,x — Ballerina  (SR)  80 

Orpheum — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M);  The 

I.ady’s  From  Kentuck.v  (Para)  110 

Palomar — Nancy  Brew,  Reporter  (FN);  ITr.st 
Offenders  (Col),  plus  Stepin  Fetchit  stage 

show  

Paramount — Alaisie  (M-G-M);  6,000  Enemies 

(M-G-M)  90 
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Skott  SubiQCt 


Paramount  Pictorial 

Paramount  (P8-11)  10  Mins. 

Three  unrelated  items,  each  concerning 
water  as  it  bears  on  history,  industry  and 
play  make  up  this  interesting  reel.  The 
first  sequence  deals  with  the  source  and 
coui'se  of  the  Thames,  England’s  famous 
river.  At  it  winds  its  way  through  the 
country  the  camera  picks  out  many 
charming  scenes  that  point  up  the  river’s 
historical  background,  as  well  as  shots  of 
some  of  the  best-known  colleges.  Next  is 
the  manner  in  which  water  serves  as  a 
workshop  for  cultivating  fish  in  the  Philip- 
pines. Final  bit  is  the  work  done  by 
Miami  Beach  lifesavers. 


Jamaica 

Paramount  (Color  Cruise)  10  Mins. 

All  the  tropical  loveliness  for  w’hich  the 
■West  Indies  is  famous  is  caught  here  to 
the  distinct  advantage  of  the  armchair 
traveler.  Done  in  Cinecolor,  the  reel  por- 
trays an  endless  array  of  charming  scenes 
and  pastimes  for  the  stay-at-homes.  Most 
of  the  footage  is  taken  around  Kingston. 
The  reel  dips  into  some  of  the  farming 
and  industrial  background  of  the  island, 
as  well  as  the  gorgeous  interior.  Many 
beautiful  buildings  and  beach  scenes  are 
contrasted  with  the  native  customs  which 
still  dominate  portions  of  the  island. 


Nick's  Coffee  Pot 

20th-Fox  (Terry-Toons)  7 Mins. 

This  animated  tale  of  the  denizens  of 
Bugville  rates  as  average  cartoon  fare.  All 
are  having  fun  at  the  opening  of  Nick’s 
coffee  pot  when  the  spider  appears  on  the 
scene  to  disrupt  the  proceedings.  He  kid- 
naps the  waitress  whose  sweetheart  is  the 
kitchen-boy.  With  that,  the  emergency 
squads  swing  into  action  and  bombard  the 
spider’s  craft.  Tire  kitchen-boy  comes  to 
the  rescue  of  his  sweetheart  and  they  ride 
away  on  a dragon-fly  as  the  ship  with  the 
spider  sinks. 


A Bully  Romance 

20th-Fox  (Terry-Toons ) 7 Mms. 

Gandy  the  Goose  relates  his  adventures 
in  Mexico  when  he  wooed  a charming 
Senorita.  The  humor  content  of  the  car- 
toon is  just  fair.  Gandy  is  forced  to  ac- 
cept the  challenge  of  the  Senorita’s  father 
and  fight  a gigantic  bull.  He  triumphs 
over  the  bull  after  a furious  struggle. 


Lucky  Pigs 

Columbia  (Color  Rhapsody)  7 Mins. 

Average  cartoon  fare  presented  in  Tech- 
nicolor. It’s  about  Mama  and  Papa  Pig 
who  win  the  sweepstakes.  They  receive 
universal  acclaim  and  go  on  a buying 
spree.  In  their  excitement  they  overlook 
the  income  tax  collector.  When  they  get 
through  with  him,  all  they  have  left  is 
memories  of  their  moment  of  glory. 


Death  Valley  Thrills 

(Grantland  Rice  Sportlight) 
Paramount  10  Mins. 

This  corking  reel  is  just  about  as  dif- 
ferent and  amusing  as  might  be  ex- 
pected if  you  saw  a couple  of  men 
skiing  in  sand.  And  that's  just  what 
they're  doing.  And  they're  doing  it  in 
a manner  sure  to  tickle  the  funny 
bones  of  a lot  of  people.  The  back- 
ground for  their  adventures  is  a de- 
cided attribute  to  the  subject,  the  ac- 
tion taking  place  in  Death  'Valley, 
where  the  mountainous  sand  dunes 
provide  a most  fascinating  setting.  The 
means  for  their  adventures  is  a special- 
ly rigged,  broken-down  "jalopy,"  for- 
merly an  automobile.  With  this  they  go 
in  for  some  of  the  strangest  aquaplan- 
ing yet  conceived.  There's  also  some 
skiing  on  dry  salt  lakes  and  other 
snowless  maneuvers  usually  asso- 
ciated with  winter  sports.  To  top  it  all 
off,  the  car  takes  a spill  over  a cliff 
that  looks  to  be  a few  hundred  feet 
high.  At  the  bottom  it  looks  like  a 
more  complete  wreck  than  it  did  a 
few  moments  earlier.  But  the  two  men 
hop  into  the  “crate"  and  off  it  goes  for 
more  fun.  A beautiful  police  dog  adds 
to  the  general  amusement  of  the  reel. 


Ave  Maria 

French  Film  Exchange  10  Mins. 

A film  showing  the  grandeur  of  the 
Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  de  Chartes,  one 
of  the  most  magnificient  edifices  in  France. 
It  is  an  awe-inspiring  sight  as  the  camera 
explores  the  cathedral  with  its  splendid 
sculpture  and  statuary.  Unfortunately, 
the  photography  is  only  a little  better  than 
mediocre. 


Trip  to  the  Sky 

French  Film  Exchange  11  Mins. 

A hypothetical  excursion  into  celestial 
space  based  on  recent  scientific  research 
that  should  prove  both  interesting  and 
instructing  to  audiences.  An  idea  of  what 
constitutes  the  universe  is  vividly  presented. 


Help  Wanted 

M-G-M  (Crime  Does  Not  Pay)  21  Mins. 

Heavy-hitting  and  entertaining  drama 
I hat  also  renders  a community  service  by 
exposing  an  employment  agency  racket. 
The  way  the  unscrupulous  operators  work 
is  by  bribing  a foreman  of  a plant  to  lay 
off  a percentage  of  the  help  each  month. 
The  operators  supply  the  help  but  first 
collect  half  the  wages  in  advance.  Tom 
Neal,  as  the  lad  who  is  the  victim  of  one 
of  these  racketeers,  is  very  effective.  Ed- 
ward Pawley  is  good  as  the  gangster.  Jo 
Ann  Sayers  is  Neal’s  wife  with  Clem 
Bevans  as  the  old  man  who  kills  himself 
when  he  loses  his  job.  The  directorial  ef- 
fort by  Fred  Zinnemann  is  both  competent 
and  assured. 


Sand  Hogs 

(Adventures  of  a Newsi’eel  Cameraman) 
20th-Fox  10  Mins. 

A tribute  to  the  men  who  build  tunnels 
under  rivers.  Two  projects,  the  Lincoln 
Tunnel  and  the  San  Jacinto  mountain 
aqueduct,  are  the  locales.  Most  of  the 
footage  is  confined  to  sand  hogs  at  work 
under  the  Hudson  River.  It  is  always  an 
interesting  account  of  the  perils  attached 
to  the  job.  The  big  moment  is  the  meet- 
ing under  the  Hudson  River  of  the  two 
groups  of  workers  who  have  been  working 
in  opposite  directions.  Lew  Lehr  handles 
the  narration  straight,  but  is  not  as  ef- 
fective as  when  he  is  speaking  in  comedy 
dialect. 


Tempest  Over  Tunis 

2Qth-Fox  (Magic  Carpet)  11  Mins. 

Tunis,  the  danger  spot  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, comes  in  for  some  effective 
treatment  by  the  Magic  Carpet  camera- 
man. Lowell  Thomas  handles  the  narra- 
tive in  his  usual  competent  style.  Glimpses 
of  the  native  population  and  a Hebraic 
tribe  which  have  occupied  the  site  of  an 
island  for  centuries  form  a picturesque 
background  for  the  more  serious  emphasis 
on  Tunis.  In  keeping  with  the  theme,  there 
is  an  impressive  sight  of  the  French  mili- 
tary machine  prepared  to  defend  the  col- 
ony against  all  costs. 


Hollywood  Hobbies 

M-G-M  (Miniature)  10  Mins. 

If  your  patrons  generally  favor  the  sort 
of  subject  that  makes  capital  of  flocks 
of  Hollywood  personalities  without  benefit 
of  makeup,  this  one  will  fit  the  bill.  The 
usual  business  of  catching  the  stars  during 
more  informal  moments  of  their  “private” 
pursuits  is  the  approach  here.  Joyce  Comp- 
ton and  Sally  Payne  start  off  on  an  auto 
tour  of  the  film  factories  and  manage  to 
get  glimpses  of  some  of  their  “favorites.” 
The  best  shot  is  at  the  end,  during  a base- 
ball game  between  the  leading  men  and 
comedians. 
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Poetry  of  Nature 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith  Specialty)  8 Mins. 

Pete  Smith  flings  a few  jibes  at  the 
commentators  who  are  always  gushing  at 
the  beauties  of  nature.  His  poetic  allusions 
to  nature  make  this  the  short  to  end  all 
nature  shorts.  It  is  corking  entertainment 
and  the  camera  work  by  Mervyn  Freeman 
is  deserving  of  extra  plaudits.  Smith  in- 
troduces the  audience  to  a couple  of  friends 
of  the  California  forest  that  do  not  react 
in  the  manner  expected.  The  villain  of 
the  piece  is  a black  crow  which  goes 
about  robbing  nests  for  eggs.  But  the  crow 
gets  his  just  deserts  in  the  end  with  a curt 
farewell  from  Bosco,  the  Bear. 


Rural  Hungary 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  9 Mins. 

Few  reels  of  this  series  have  captured 
the  charm  and  native  quality  that  this 
does.  As  the  title  implies,  it  deals  en- 
tirely with  the  agricultural  areas  of  Hun- 
gary. The  natural  colors  of  the  natives’ 
costumes  and  their  quaint  customs  are 
blended  beautifully.  The  dances  on  Sunday 
afternoons,  the  solemn  rituals  that  take 
place  when  the  crop  is  gathered,  the  fas- 
cinating Hungarian  cowboys  tending  herds 
and  the  simplicity  that  abounds  in  their 
everyday  pursuits  of  happiness  make  this  a 
most  interesting  subject. 


Picturesque  Udaipur 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  8 Mins. 

Udaipur  is  a province  of  India  where 
the  Hindu  religion  with  its  caste  system 
dominates.  It’s  the  type  of  subject  that 
offers  the  best  material  for  FitzPatrick’s 
ever-roving  camera.  He  makes  the  most 
of  it;  in  addition,  splendid  color  photog- 
raphy vividly  captures  the  characteristic 
features  of  Udaipur.  An  insight  into  how 
the  caste  system  functions  is  offered.  The 
reel  ends  with  a view  of  the  maharajah’s 
castle  and  some  of  his  noblemen. 


The  Greener  Hills 

M-G-M  (Miniature)  11  Mins. 

A dramatic  bit  about  an  incurable  op- 
timist and  played  for  comedy.  Henry  Mil- 
ler is  a symbol  of  the  man  who  tries  his 
hand  at  everything.  One  day  he  purchases 
a peanut  farm  but  is  disconsolate  when 
he  discovers  no  peanuts  at  harvest  time. 
He  turns  to  bees  but  fails  at  that.  When 
he  returns.  Miller  finds  his  family  com- 
fortably fixed.  It  seems  no  one  realized 
that  peanuts  grew  underground,  like  pota- 
toes. 


The  Bear  That  Couldn't 
Sleep 

M-G-M  (Cartoon)  9 Mins. 

Amusing  are  the  antics  of  the  bear  that 
had  trouble  getting  to  bed  for  his  winter 
hibernation.  The  animators  have  made  the 
bruin  an  amiable  cuss  and  he  will  certainly 
appeal  to  the  kids.  The  bear  encounters 
all  sorts  of  difficulties.  The  roof  leaks, 
the  windows  slam  and  he  is  locked  out  in 
the  cold.  When  he  finally  turns  in,  it 
seems  spring  has  arrived  again. 


Tuesday,  June  20 

Movietone  Ne^A'S,  No.  81:  King  and  Queen  say 
goodbye:  Atlantic  Clipper  starts  passenger  flight; 
U.  S.  cruisers  on  good-will  voyage;  crown  Cotton 
King  and  Queen;  Arizona  drum  and  bugle  corps; 
fashions;  Lew  Lehr;  names  in  the  news:  Minis- 
ter Hjalmar  Procope.  Henry  Ford  and  family, 
Prince  Teh  and  King  Gustav;  the  Ascot  stakes; 
women’s  golf  tourney;  National  Collegiate  and 
Princeton  track  meets;  New  York  golf;  and  Gov- 
ernor Stark  on  crime. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  279:  King  and  Queen  sail 
in  triumph;  London  “troops”  the  color;  Atlantic 
passenger  flights  begin;  Finland  pays  again; 
France  honors  Joffre;  Italy’s  troops  return  from 
Spain;  Woo'derson  beaten;  and  California  wins 
regatta. 

Paramount  News,  No.  92:  England  prepares  to 
welcome  royalty;  World’s  Fair;  London  garden 
party;  buys  first  Clipper  ticket;  auto  consumes 
coal  gas;  California  wins  regatta;  and  Wooder- 
son  beaten. 

liKO  Pathe  News,  No.  90:  Majesties  end  tour; 
Finland  pays  debt;  Kennedy  receives  Cambridge 
degree;  Italy’s  troops  return  from  Spain;  Cali- 
fornia wins  regatta;  London  military  pageant; 
National  Collegiate  and  Princeton  track  meets; 
and  fans  honor  Pepper  Martin. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  781:  King  and  Queen 
sail;  Clipper  off  for  Europe;  London  military 
pageant;  Wooderson  beaten;  California  wins  re- 
gatta; World’s  Fair;  France  honors  Joffre;  liquid 
coal  propels  auto;  Italy’s  troops  return  from 


M-G-M  (Robert  Benchley)  10  Mins. 

Robert  Benchley  illustrates  how  the  va- 
rious emotions  play  havoc  with  one’s  diges- 
tive system.  It  may  not  be  Benchley’s 
funniest  effort,  but  it  contains  enough 
humor  to  make  it  substantial  program  fare. 
The  situations  depict:  a man  who  hears 
the  news  he  might  lose  his  job;  a man  in 
love;  eating  at  a picnic;  a man  waiting 
to  be  called  on  at  a banquet;  eating  in  bed; 
and  the  unpleasant  stranger  who  sits  him- 
self down  on  the  other  side  of  a table  in 
a railroad  dining  car. 


Hobo  Gadget  Band 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

An  amusing  cartoon  bit  that  rates  above 
average  as  program  material.  It  opens 
with  a group  of  hoboes  at  camp  preparing 
breakfast.  When  they  hear  a train  whistle, 
they  all  depart.  After  being  thrown  off, 
they  come  to  a town  where  they  enter  an 
amateur  radio  contest  and  prove  a hit. 
But  as  they  sign  a contract,  a train  whistle 
sounds  and  they  are  off  again  for  the  road. 


Tempo  of  Tomorrow 

Paramount  (Headliner)  10  Mins. 

The  very  smooth  rhythms  of  Richard 
Himber’s  orchestra  feature  this  band  num- 
ber. Stuart  Allen  and  Patricia  Gilmore 
are  vocalists.  Orchestrations,  which  are 
novel  with  this  band,  and  the  vocals  are 
above  par.  Four  songs  are  played,  of 
which  three  are  popular  and  one  original. 


The  Technique  of  Tennis 

Columbia  (Sports  Issue)  10  Mins. 

A swell  short  that  will  appeal  to  tennis 
fans.  With  the  season  under  way,  it  also 
could  use  some  exploitation  by  enterpris- 
ing exhibitors.  Lloyd  Budge,  brother  of 
Don  and  foremost  tennis  instructor  in  his 
own  right,  demonstrates  the  fundamentals 
of  sound  tennis. 


Spain;  Russian  envoy;  Finland  pays  debt;  and  ♦ 
old  folks  hold  convention. 

Thursday,  June  22 

Movietone  News,  No.  82:  U.  S.  navy  cruisers  in 
gale  off  Cape  Horn;  Pan-American  leaders  ex- 
change courtesies;  Norwegian  training  ship  docks; 
freak  tornado;  Harvard  class  day;  Eagles  convene; 
Clipper  takes  off;  Lou  Gehrig  ends  career;  trot- 
ting in  Australia;  and  Louis  and  Galento  wind 
up  training. 

News  of  tile  Day,  No.  280:  Far  East  crisis; 
freak  tornado;  Norwegian  square  rigger;  Harvard 
confetti  battle;  swimming  pool  for  East  Side 
kids;  mass  calisthenics  in  London;  Gehrig  ends 
career;  Louis  and  Galento  wind  up  training.  . 

I’arainount  News,  No.  93:  Harvard  commence- 
ment exercises;  Squalus  inquiry;  freak  tornado; 
Brazilian  chief  of  army  staff;  Norwegian  square 
rigger;  Chinatown  tenenrent  fire;  Gehrig’s  career 
ended;  National  Collegiate  m.eet;  and  Louis  and 
Galento  wind  up  training. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  97:  U.  S.  welcom.e.s 
Brazil’s  army  chief;  freak  tornado;  English  health 
and  beauty  legion;  Squalus  inquiry;  seek  sunken 
treasure;  launch  new  dance;  and  Norwegian 
square  rigger. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  782:  Freak  tornado;  sex 
predicter  disappointed;  Gehrig’s  career  ended; 
square  rigger  arrives;  Brazil’s  army  chief  visits 
here;  Sandy  gets  clipped;  London  military  pa- 
geant; midget  races;  water  skiers;  model  liner 
amazes  experts;  and  50  felled  in  4-alarm  fire. 


20th-Fox  (Sports  Review)  11  Mms. 

Ed  Thorgersen  has  hit  upon  a happy 
idea.  One  that  sports  lovers  will  appre- 
ciate the  country  over.  He  has  taken  a 
number  of  famous  personalities  of  the 
sports  world  and  included  them  in  his 
album  of  immortals.  All  at  one  time  dom- 
inated their  field,  starting  with  Red 
Grange,  Helen  Wills  and  Susanne  Leng- 
len, Barney  Oldfield,  Grover  Alexander, 
Babe  Ruth,  Knute  Rockne,  Man  O’  War, 
Gertrude  Ederle,  Paavo  Nurmi,  Jack  Demp- 
sey, Bobby  Jones  and  Sonja  Henie.  There 
are  brief  characteristic  clips  of  each  and 
audiences  will  yearn  for  more  when  it’s 
over. 


The  Scared  Crows 

Paramount  (Betty  Boop)  7 Mins. 

There’s  a lot  of  fun  in  this  reel,  although 
it  isn’t  particularly  original.  It  seems  a 
flock  of  crows  are  making  things  miser- 
able for  Betty  Boop,  who  finds  her  seeds 
disappearing  the  moment  after  she  plants 
them.  However,  a scarecrow  does  the  trick 
and  everything  looks  serene.  But  some- 
how, one  of  the  birds  gets  into  the  house. 
He  opens  a screen  and  the  rest  of  the 
flock  come  in  and  promptly  invade  the  ice- 
box and  pantry.  Betty  and  her  dog. 
Pudgy,  then  declare  war  on  the  pests  until 
they  are  dispersed. 


Rembrandt 

French  Film  Exchange  10  Mins. 

Here  is  an  unusual  reel  that  should  come 
in  for  considerable  praise  from  educa- 
tional groups.  It  is  a brief  history  of  the 
life  of  Rembrandt,  illustrating  some  of  his 
famous  paintings.  It  also  briefly  traces 
the  history  of  the  art.  There  is  Rem- 
brandt’s first  picture,  “The  Money  Chang- 
er,” and  others  such  as  “The  Philosopher 
with  the  Open  Book,”  and  “The  Philoso- 
pher in  Meditation”  and  the  stirring  “Saint 
Paul  the  Apostle.” 


Sports  Immortals 


How  to  Eat 
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ADVENTURES  OF  HUCKLEBERRY  FINN 
(M-G-M) 

Pix  average  at  B.  O.  Inferior  to  "Tom  Saw- 
yer" as  produced  by  Selznick  and  it  looks 
as  if  we  may  have  too  much  Rooney  crowded 
into  too  short  a time  if  we  aren't  careful. 
Too  much  of  anything  lowers  its  value,  even 
gold.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600.  Capacity:  275. — 

E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

ADVENTURES  OF  HUCKLEBERRY  FINN 
(M-G-M) 

A real  natural  at  the  boxoffice  for  me.  Ex- 
ceeded even  "Boys  Town,"  which  was  a top 
grosser  for  me.  Full  house  during  the  en- 
tire run.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather  Warm. 
Admission  25-10.  Rural  and  suburban  pat- 
ronage. Population  2,000.  Capacity  250. — 

A.  N.  Beezley,  New  Grand  Theatre,  Littleton, 
Colo. 

ARIZONA  LEGION  (RKO) 

One  of  the  best  George  O'Briens  I hove 
played,  vrith  a good  title  which  helped  to 
"pull  'em  in."  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Warm. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and  suburban  pat- 
ronage. Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  250. — 

A.  N.  Beezley,  New  Grand  Theatre,  Little- 

ton, Colo. 

ARIZONA  WILDCAT  (20th-Fox) 

This  one  topped  all  Jane  Withers'  pictures 
for  me.  Played  to  capacity  houses^  during  the 
run  and  a tremendous  reaction.  As  a rule. 
Withers  does  not  do  biz  like  this.  The  title 
sold  it.  Wed.,  Thurs,  Weather:  Worm.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  and  suburban  patron- 
age. Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  250. — A.  N. 
Beezley,  New  Grand  Theatre,  Littleton,  Colo. 

B 

BLONDIE  (Col) 

Good  picture.  Believe  this  series  is  going 
to  be  100  per  cent.  The  baby  and  dog  de- 
serve a great  deal  of  credit.  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage.  Population:  200.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Mrs.  Carl  Beard,  State  Theatre, 
Lewellen,  Neb. 

BLONDIE  MEETS  THE  BOSS  (Col) 

Once  you  get  a patron  to  aee  a "EJondie" 
picture  you  will  have  a regular  customer  for 
all  future  issues  of  that  funny,  wholesome 
and  highly  entertaining  series.  They  will 
get  their  money's  worth  out  of  this  one.  Fri. 
Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  40-30.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  562. 
— Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

BROADWAY  SERENADE  (M-G-M) 

Not  up  to  usual  standard  for  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald, either  at  B.  O.  or  in  audience  ac- 
ceptance. Why  do  producers,  insist  on  split- 
ting a team  whose  very  success  is  built  on 
the  imaginary  romance  which  exists  in  the 
minds  of  patrons  between  them?  Admission; 
40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population: 
600.  Capacity:  275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wick- 
enburg-Way "rheatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

c 

CAFE  SOCIETY  (Para) 

About  average  at  boxoffice  and  in  audi- 
ence response.  Do  these  actors  have  to 
apend  ALL  their  time  lighting  cigarettes  for 
each  other  in  pictures?  Admission:  40-10. 
Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population:  600. 
Capacity:  275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz, 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


CAPTAIN  FURY  (UA) 

Here  is  something  really  nice — a dashing, 
thrilling  adventure  story  that  will  give  100 
per  cent  satisfaction  in  anybody's  flicker 
foundry.  It  is  the  tonic  that  we  need  for 
the  industry.  Don't  book  it  too  short  or  you 
can't  take  advantage  of  the  swell  word-of- 
mouth  advertising  it  will  surely  receive. 
Business,  robust.  Saturday.  Weather:  Rain, 
warm.  Admission:  40-30.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  562. — Tom 
McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williams- 
burg, Va. 

CHARLIE  CHAN  IN  HONOLULU  (20th-Fox) 

A fine  Chon  picture,  but  the  audience  did 
not  go  for  it  from,  a boxoffice  standpoint. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Worm.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  and  suburban  patronage.  Population: 
2,000.  Capacity:  250. — A.  N.  Beezley,  New 
Grand  Theatre,  Littleton,  Colo. 

CHARLIE  CHAN  IN  RENO  (20th-Fox) 

Another  Chan  picture.  Score  and  price 
remain  the  same.  The  story  always  changes. 
Good  dualer  or  Bank  Night  pic.  Friday. 
Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  35-25-15.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  16,000.  Capa- 
city: 1 ,000. — Tom  Bochert,  Palace  Theatre, 
Lancaster,  Ohio. 

CODE  OF  THE  SECRET  SERVICE  (WB) 

Fair  entertainment.  Good  for  double  bill 
only.  Friday.  Weather:  Worm.  AdmisSiion: 
35-25-15.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 16,000.  Capacity:  1,000. — Tom  Bochert, 
Palace  Theatre,  Lancaster,  Ohio. 

CONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY  (FN) 

A fine  picture  and  very  timely,  but  throw 
the  budget  in  the  waste  basket  and  sell  it. 
You  have  to  tell  them  about  it.  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Rainy.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
and  mining  patronage.  Population:  5,300. 
Capacity:  544  and  546. — Don  Ballard,  Lyric 
and  Sherman  Theatres,  Sullivan,  Ind. 

COWBOY  AND  THE  LADY  (UA) 

A very  pleasing  picture  that  failed  to  do 
us  business.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  30-15.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,000.  Capacity:  500. — H.  Rankin,  Plaza 
Theatre,  Tilbury,  Ont. 

D 

DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

A strong  drama  portrayed  on  the  screen 
and  Bette  Davis'  performance  con  be  com- 
pared with — Bernhardt  or  Duse.  The  younger 
women  flock  to  see  it.  Sunday.  Weather: 
Cloudy.  Admission:  25-20-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  147,000.  Capacity;  950. 
— Michael  J.  Carroll,  American  Theatre, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

E 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN  (Univ) 

You'll  thank  Universal  for  this  as  it  is 
stimulating  boxoffice  value — one  of  Crosby's 
best.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,800.  Capacity:  280. — Burris  and  Henley 
Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 


F 

FISHERMAN’S  WHARF  (RKO) 

Good  picture,  enjoyed  by  majority.  Fri., 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  and  rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 200.  Capacity:  300. — Mrs.  Carl  Eeord, 
State  Theatre,  Lewellen,  Neb. 

FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (RKO) 

One  of  Bobby  Breen's  best  and  did  very 
good  business  the  two  days  played  on  single 
bill.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and  suburban 
patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Capacity; 
250. — A.  N.  Beezley,  New  Grand  Theatre,  Lit- 
tleton, Colo. 

FOUR  DAUGHTERS  (WB) 

One  of  the  ten  best  alright,  but  a headache 
at  the  boxoffice.  Those  who  saw  it  liked  it 
very  much.  Mon.,  Tues.,  Weather:  Fine. 
Admission;  30-15.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,000.  Capacity:  500. — H.  Rankin,  Plaza 
Theatre,  Tilbury,  Ont. 

FOUR  GIRLS  IN  WHITE  (M-G-M) 

Double  billed  this  with  "Arizona  Legion" 
and  got  good  results  as  this  really  appealed 
to  the  ladies.  Business  well  above  overage 
on  this  one.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Warm.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  and  suburban  patron- 
age. Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  250. — A.  N. 
Beezley,  New  Grand  Theatre,  Littleton,  Colo. 

G 

GANGSTER'S  BOY  (Mono) 

Pretty  good  picture.  Jackie  Cooper  gives 
a good  performance  and  the  average  mem- 
ber of  the  audience  enjoyed  it.  Played  Sat- 
urday to  about  overage  business.  Admis- 
sion: 40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out- 
Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

GORILLA,  THE  (20th-Fox) 

Good  kid  programmer.  Fair  all-around  en- 
tertainer. Good  tieup  for  midnight  spook 
show.  Sunday.  Weather:  Worm.  Admisr 
sion:  35-25-15.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation; 16,000.  Capacity;  1,000. — Tom  Boch- 
ert, Palace  Theatre,  Lancaster,  Ohio. 

GREAT  MAN  VOTES,  THE  (RKO) 

A very  subtle  comedy-drama  that  pleased  , 
those  who  come,  but  not  too  many  come.  J 
Peter  Holden  is  a find  if  handled  right  in  the  1 
future.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  pat-  ‘ 
ronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity:  275. — 

E.  A.  Stein,  Out- Wickenburg- Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

GUNGA  DIN  (RKO) 

Less  than  what  we  thought  we  had  a right 
to  expect  at  our  boxoffice.  People  failed  to 
go  out  enthusiastic,  but  there  were  no  walk- 
outs. Believe  pix  was  accepted  as  about 
overage  entertainment  rather  than  outstand- 
ing by  our  audience.  Admission:  40-10.  Cos- 
mopolitan patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

H 

HARDYS  RIDE  HIGH,  THE  (M-G-M) 

Good.  Picture  not  up  to  standard  of  the 
other  pictures,  but  will  draw  fair  business. 
Thursday.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25- 
20-10.  General  patronage.  Population;  147,- 
000.  Capacity:  950. — Michael  J.  Carroll, 
American  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn.  J 

HARDYS  RIDE  HIGH,  THE  (M-G-M)  I 

Not  quite,  but  nearly  up  to  standard  of  | 
predecessors.  Looks  to  me  like  the  old  adage  -I 
of  too  many  cooks  spoil  the  broth  applies 


84 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  1,  1939 


here.  Kay  Van  Riper  did  alright  before. 
Why  don't  they  let  her  alone?  Played  Sun- 
day and  Monday  to  average  businessi.  Ad- 
mission: 40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population:  600.  Capacity:  275. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

HOTEL  IMPERIAL  (Para) 

Presenting  a carbon  copy  of  Dietrich  in  a 
picture  just  as  weak  as  those  given  Marlene. 
As  entertainment  it  suffers  from  unconscious- 
ness at  recurring  intervals.  The  audience 
waited  patiently  through  these  thanks,  to  the 
cooling  system,.  Quite  a few  walkouts  left 
in  a huff  and  a hurry.  Spy  yarns  and  their 
ilk  hove  small  appeal  here.  Wednesday. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  40-30.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity: 
562. — Tom  McCoskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

I 

IDIOT’S  DELIGHT  (M-G-M) 

I have  my  doubts  whether  this  one  would 
even  satisfy  an  idiot.  . Made  myself  scarce 
when  patrons  came  out.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tuea. 
V/eather:  Warm.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
and  suburban  patronage.  Population:  2,000. 
Capacity:  250. — A.  N.  Beezley,  New  Grand 
Theatre,  Littleton,  Colo. 

IN  EARLY  ARIZONA  (Col) 

This  is  our  first  western  from  Columbia, 
with  the  exception  of  Starrett's,  that  didn't 
please.  They  want  music  vrith  their  west- 
erns. Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  and  rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  200.  Capacity:  300.- — ■ 
Mrs.  Carl  Beard,  State  Theatre,  Lewellen, 
Neb. 

IT'S  A WONDERFUL  WORLD  (M-G-M) 

With  this,  Claudette  atones  completely  for 
her  boxoffice  sina  committed  in  "Zaza."  She 
and  Jimmy  Stewart  form  a bang-up  team 
for  laugh  purposes — which  are  about  the 
best  purposes  the  movies  can  have  during 
these  hot  months.  Audiences,  were  in  con- 
stant uproar  and  business  went  over  the  top 
for  this  laugh-packed  funfest.  Mon.,  Tues. 
V/eather:  Clear,  hot.  Admission:  40-30.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity: 
562. — Tom  McCaakey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

K 

KENTUCKY  (20th-Fox) 

Walter  Brennan's  crowning  achievement 
as  a character  actor.  The  stars  really  be- 
come supporting  players  to  his  performance 
in  this  one.  Good  audience  pix,  above  over- 
age at  B.  O.,  and  the  horseflesh  portrayed 
in  color  is  magnificient.  Admission:  40-10. 
Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population:  600. 
Capacity:  275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

KID  FROM  TEXAS  (M-G-M) 

Looks  like  Dennis  O'Keefe  is  a comer  and 
that  Florence  Rice  is  right  up  there  with 
him.  Pretty  good  entertainment  v/ith  enough 
action  and  comedy  to  please  audience.  With 
a little  more  pains  this  could  have  been  a 
top-notcher.  Played  Sunday  and  Monday 
to  average  business.  Admission:  40-10.  Cos- 
mopolitan patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

L 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

Pretty  good  action  picture  with  good  act- 
ing by  principals.  The  audience  missed 
Jeanette  MacDonald  though,  and  didn't  hes- 
itate to  say  so.  Played  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day, our  best  playing  time,  to  average  busi- 
ness. Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  pat- 
ronage, Population:  600.  Capacity:  275.- — • 
E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 


LOVE  AFFAIR  (HKO) 

An  attempt  to  combine  the  outstanding 
qualities  of  "Magnificient  Obsession"  and 
"The  Awful  Truth,"  which  curdled.  It's  hard 
to  understand  why  producers  should  spend 
so  much  time  looking  over  their  shoulders 
instead  of  keeping  their  noses  into  the  wind. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Admiss,ion:  40-10.  Cosmopoli- 
tan patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity; 
275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Thea- 
tre, Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

LOVE  AFFAIR  (RKO) 

A very  time  picture  but  would  hate  to 
depend  on  this  kind  to  get  B.  O.  results  as 
there  is  no  appeal  except  to  the  ladies. 
Played  to  good  biz  and  all  ladies.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  and  suburban  patronage.  Population; 
2,000.  Capacity:  250. — A.  N.  Beezley,  Nev/ 
Grand  Theatre,  Littleton,  Colo. 

LUCKY  NIGHT  (M-G-M) 

Why  do  they  do  it?  Many  people  left  the 
theatre  with  a much  poorer  opinion  of  both 
Taylor  and  Loy.  Don't  ask  me  why.  They 
just  don't  register  together.  Sot.,  Sun.,  Mon. 
Tues.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Ru- 
rual  and  mining  patronage.  Population: 
5,300.  Capacity:  544  and  546, — Don  Ballard, 
Lyric  and  Sherman  theatres,  Sullivan,  Ind. 

M 

MAN  TO  REMEMBER.  A (RKO) 

A show  to  remember — and  those  who  saw 
it  will,  but  no  boxoffice  draw.  Fine  acting. 
Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
25-10.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 200.  Capacity:  300.  — Mrs.  Carl 
Beard,  State  Theatre,  Lewellen,  Neb. 

N 

NEVER  SAY  DIE  (Para) 

You  can  have  it.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosr 
mopolitan  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 275. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
V/ay  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

o 

ON  TRIAL  (WB) 

Poor.  Good  for  second  feature  on  gift 
night.  Not  enough  action.  Saturday.  Weath- 
er: Clear.  Admission:  25-20-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  147,000.  Capacity:  950. — 
Michael  J.  Carroll,  American  Theatre,  Bridge- 
port, Conn. 

P 

PACinC  LINER  (RKO) 

Expected  to  go  to  town,  but  just  didn't  do 
it.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  and  suburban  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 2,000.  Capacity:  250. — A.  N.  Beezley, 
New  Grand  Theatre,  Littleton,  Colo. 

PRISON  WITHOUT  BARS  (UA) 

Picture  O.  K.  More  or  less  based  on  the 
Dead  End  Kids.  Weak  for  a single  bill.  A 
good  filler.  Tuesday.  Weather:  Clear.  Ad- 
mission: 25-20-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 147,000.  Capacity:  950. — Michael  J. 
Carroll,  American  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

R 

REFORMATORY  (Col) 

Less  than  average  at  B.  O.  Fairly  good 
entertainment  for  kids  and  those  who  like 
Jack  Holt.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan 
patronage.  Population;  600.  Capacity:  275. — 
E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th-Fox) 
Nice  entertainment — minus  Jolson,  who 
should  have  played  a minor  part  and  sang 
only  one  number.  Should  do  biz  if  stepped 
on.  Sunday.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission; 
35-25-15.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 16,000.  Capacity:  1,000. — Tom  Bochert, 
Palace  Theatre,  Lancaster,  Ohio. 


s 

SAINT  STRIKES  BACK,  THE  (RKO) 

An  interesting  picture  and  one  patrons 
won't  squawk  about,  if  you  can  get  them  in 
to  see  it.  It  obviously  was  made  as  a pro- 
gram picture  and  it  fills  that  bill  capably. 
Friday.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  40-30. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg 
Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

SORORITY  HOUSE  (RKO) 

At  last  somebody  made  a college  film 
without  exaggerating  campus  life  to  the 
breaking  point.  This  is  a good  "little"  pic- 
ture, but  it  is  too  bad  it  doesn't  have  an 
ending.  If  it  could  have  gone  on  to  a logi- 
cal conclusion,  instead  of  stopping  with  an 
impromptu  kiss,  it  would  have  been  top 
flight  entertainment.  Friday.  Weather:  Cool, 
clear.  Admission:  40-30.  General  patronage. 
Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  Mc- 
Caskey, Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg, 
Va. 

SPIRIT  OF  CULVER  (Univ) 

A moving,  well-knit  little  story  that  failed 
to  do  average  business  due  chiefly  to  the 
sloppy,  maudlin  trailer.  A top  programmer, 
but  the  trailer  gave  the  impression  that  it 
was  a poorly  made  picture.  Thursday. 
Weather:  Fair-cool.  Admission:  40-30.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capa- 
city: 562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg 
Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

T 

TAIL  SPIN  (20th.Fox) 

A picture  with  plenty  of  thrills  and  star 
appeal.  Audience  was  very  pleased.  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Worm.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  and  suburban  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 2,000.  Capacity:  250. — A.  N.  Beezley, 
New  Grand  Theatre,  Littleton,  Colo. 

TELL  NO  TALES  (M-G-M) 

An  absorbing  little  mystery  thriller.  Mel- 
vyn  Douglas  is  perfect  in  such  roles,  and  his 
newest  war  on  crime  makes  good  screen  en- 
tertainment. The  supporting  cast  is  very 
adequate  and  the  production  moves  along 
well  with  no  rough  edgea.  Business  up  to 
normal.  Friday.  Weather:  Rain,  cool.  Ad- 
mission: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  McCaskey, 
Williamsburg  Theatre,  V/illiamsburg,  Va. 

THREE  MUSKETEERS  (20th-Fox) 

I expected  this  one  to  do  things  on  Sat- 
urday, but  it  failed  to  click.  Played  it  on  a 
double  bill  with  "Pacific  Liner."  Weather; 
Warm.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and  subur- 
ban patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Capa- 
city: 250. — A.  N.  Beezley,  New  Grand  Thea- 
tre, Littleton,  Colo. 

w 

WATER  RUSTLERS  (GN) 

Different  than  the  regular  run,  particularly 
in  scenery,  and  with  Dorothy  Page  singing 
makes  it  an  entertaining  western,  suitable 
in  any  situation.  You  make  no  mistake  in 
playing  this  one.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  15-10.  Neighborhood  patronage. 
Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  282, — John  S. 
Erickson,  Rex  Theatre,  Kingsford,  Mich. 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  (UA) 

Very  favorable  for  class  trade.  Play  single 
feature  with  no  dishes.  Wednesday.  Weath- 
er: Hot.  Admission:  35  cents.  Class  patron- 
age. Population:  6,000,  Capacity:  700. — • 
George  Comden,  Fine  Arts  Theatre,  West- 
port,  Conn. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (WB) 

Overrated,  will  get  some  business  if  well 
advertised.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population;  2,500.  Capacity: 
300. — H.  S.  Johnson,  Pal  Theatre,  Millen,  Ga. 
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"li's  a Wonderful  World' 
Has  Varied  Campaign 


NUGGETS 


Misses  No  Bets 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — “Who  is  Maisie?”  was 
the  question  on  everybody’s  lips  as  a re- 
sult of  the  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  campaigns  put  over  by  Loew 
Manager  Sam  Gilman  in  the  former  spot 
and  Manager  Edward  H.  McBride  in  the 
latter.  They  were  assisted  by  Metro  Ex- 
ploiteers  James  Ashcraft  and  Bert  Mac- 
Kenzie,  respectively. 

Starting  two  weeks  in  advance  of  play- 
date,  the  columnists  of  all  daily  newspa- 
pers, receiving  such  “gifts”  as  candy,  arm- 
bands  and  flowers  from  “Maisie,”  gave  the 
mysterious  benefactor  a big  play  in  their 
columns,  all  in  good-natured,  joshing  fash- 
ion. 

For  three  days,  personals  were  inserted 
in  the  papers,  seeking  information  as  to 
“Maisie’s”  whereabouts,  referring  to  her  as 
an  “explosive  blonde”  and  asking  read- 
ers to  telephone  “Slim,”  at  the  theatre 
number.  Then,  as  a follow-up,  just  be- 
fore the  opening,  “Maisie”  replied  in  per- 
sonals that  she  had  seen  Slim’s  ad  and 
would  meet  him  at  the  theatre  the  day 
of  the  opening. 

The  local  paper  ran  a contest  asking 
readers  to  study  the  ads  and  write  their 
opinions  for  cash  awards,  stating  that  the 
producers  were  anxious  to  learn  if  they 
were  the  kind  that  made  readers  want 
to  see  the  pictures. 

In  another  interesting  stunt,  the  news- 
stands were  furnished  with  sun  helmets, 
bright  red  wooden  chairs  with  backs,  and 
paper  weights  the  size  of  bricks,  all  carry- 
ing copy. 

A real  traffic-blocker  was  arranged  with 
the  cooperation  of  one  of  the  leading  fur- 
niture stores.  One  of  their  windows  was 
furnished  as  a bedroom.  Apparently  asleep 
was  a blonde  girl;  on  the  table  beside 
her,  a clock,  with  a placard  bearing  the 
legend:  “This  is  ‘Maisie.’  When  will 
she  awaken?  Step  inside  and  make  your 
guesses.”  Passes  were  given  as  prizes  to 
the  fifty  guessing  nearest  the  exact  time. 

1 A bench  placed  in  front  of  the  theatre 
two  days  before  the  opening  also  attracted 
a great  deal  of  attention.  Several  boys 
were  hired  to  sit  on  the  bench,  on  back 
of  which  was  a sign  reading:  “We  are 
waiting  to  see  ‘Maisie.’  ” 

Stickers,  bumper  strips  on  automobiles, 
badges,  window  cards,  trick  folders,  candy 
kisses,  radio  broadcasts,  and  the  coopera- 
tion of  Western  Union,  whose  messengers 
carried  30x40  hand-lettered  posters  read- 
ing: “Deliver  to  Loew’s  Theatre,”  round- 
ed out  the  highly  successful  campaign. 


Wide  Publicity  for  "Women" 

New  York  — Leading  magazines  will 
carry  a half  million  dollars  of  advertising 
by  the  American  Gas  Ass’n,  tying  in  on 
the  kitchen  scenes  appearing  in  the  M-G-M 
production,  “The  Women.” 


Detroit — Continuing  a series  of  exploita- 
tion tieups  for  “It’s  a Wonderful  World,” 
Warren  Slee,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  wound  up 
a well-rounded  campaign  that  George  W. 
Trendle,  president  of  United  Detroit  The- 
atres, pronounced  one  of  the  best  in  years. 

“Theme  song”  tieups  with  major  down- 
town stores,  besides  those  with  two  big 
department  stores,  drew  a full  window  at 
Grand  River  and  Woodward  avenues,  one 
of  the  city’s  most  prominent  corners.  The 
title  as  the  theme  of  annoimcement  was 
used  for  the  new  store  being  opened  by 
S.  S.  Kresge  Co. 

A super-de  luxe  streamlined  Greyhound 
bus  was  equipped  with  posters,  using  the 
title,  suggesting  “It’s  a Wonderful  World” 
to  go  to  the  Fairs  and  elsewhere  via  bus. 
This,  by  permission  of  the  Detroit  Board  of 
Education,  was  taken  arotmd  to  every 
public  school  in  Detroit,  where  some  200,- 
000  youngsters  had  an  opportunity  to  see 
the  bus  and  the  unique  tieup. 


Contests  and  Giveaways 
Liked  in  Bronx  House 

New  York  — A result-producing  drive 
for  business,  inaugurated  by  A1  Simon,  new 
manager  of  the  Brandt  Ritz,  in  the  Bronx 
here,  is  taking  the  form  of  various  prize 
nights  and  contest  attractions. 

On  Fi'iday  and  Monday,  library  patrons 
are  given  coupons  good  for  a book  of  their 
own  choice.  Saturday  matinees  are  slanted 
for  the  juvenile  trade,  Simon  offering  a 
kiddie  show  and  conducting  a contest, 
funny  races,  with  50  prizes  available. 

Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  a wheel 
game  is  operated  with  merchandise  as 
prizes.  Merchandise  giveaways  are  also 
offered  on  Thursday  nights,  with  the 
prizes,  consisting  of  foodstuff,  radios  and 
varied  articles,  provided  by  the  neighbor- 
hood merchants  in  return  for  screen 
credits. 

"Captain  Fury  Regatta" 
Boosts  Film  in  Boston 

Boston — Joe  Longo,  special  exploiteer  for 
United  Artists,  gave  “Captain  Fury”  a good 
start-off  in  his  advance  campaign  here 
for  the  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  thea- 
tres. Highlight  was  a “Captain  Fury  Re- 
gatta” on  Charles  River  with  28  sailboats 
competing  in  three  races  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology  boat- 
house. Winner  was  awarded  a trophy, 
credited  to  Brian  Aherne,  star  of  the  film. 

Supplementary  stunts  included  a radio 
interview  with  the  local  British  consul  on 
the  colonization  of  Australia;  a serial  in 
the  Boston  Globe  and  planting  of  200  spe- 
cial cards  with  scare  heads:  “WANTED — 
Reward  yourself  by  seeing  ‘Captain  Fury,’ 
etc.” 


^HE  Capitol,  New  York,  which  gave  “Tar- 
zan  Rnds  a Son”  a big  metropolitan 
campaign  used  a machine  in  a lobby  that 
was  a sure  attention-getter.  Patrons  were 
asked  to  record  their  versions  of  the  noted 
Tarzan  yell  with  the  machine  playing  back 
the  yell  immediately. 

• 

RKO  Bathe  has  completed  a sales  promo- 
tion book  on  its  short  subject  series  “Reel- 
isms”  which  is  being  mailed  to  exhibitors 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

• 

A 20-plane  salute  was  accorded  “Only 
Angels  Have  Wings”  when  it  bowed  in  at 
Loew’s  Rochester  through  a tieup  arranged 
by  Manager  Lester  Pollock  and  the  Mu- 
nicipal Airport.  Planes  flew  over  the  the- 
atre in  formation.  Later  the  pilots  marched 
to  the  theatre  where  they  were  guests  of 
the  management. 

• 

A unique  contest  to  exploit  “Three  Smart 
Girls  Grow  Up”  was  used  by  Manager 
Richard  Barry  of  the  Warner  Capitol, 
Chicago.  Women  patrons  were  asked  to 
bring  photos  as  they  were  when  they  were 
babies  and  as  they  are  now.  These  photos 
were  posted  on  a lobby  cut-out  underneath 
the  caption  “Smart  Girls  Grow  Up.”  Bal- 
lots were  provided  for  patrons  to  cast  their 
votes  and  the  person  who  received  the  most 
votes  received  a $10  prize. 

• 

Opening  “Invitation  to  Happiness”  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  M.  E.  Lofgren  gave  birth  to 
the  idea  of  having  Fred  MacMurray  and 
Irene  Dunne  wire  offer  to  pay  $1  each 
on  the  first  marriage  license  issued  on 
opening  day  of  the  film.  Three  couples  ran 
races  to  the  courthouse  door  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  screen  star  sponsorship. 


Tarzan  a "Softie" 


Atlanta — “Tarzan  couldn’t  take  it.” 

'That’s  the  story,  in  a sentence,  of  the 
adventures  of  Paul  Quinton,  husky  young 
Atlantan,  who  went  down  to  the  jungles 
of  nearby  Black  Rock  Lake  for  publicity 
on  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son.” 

After  three  days  and  nights  of  jungle 
life,  Tarzan  quit  as  a modern  caveman 
and  came  back  to  the  joys  of  civilization — 
hungry,  sunburned,  and  bitten  by  mosqui- 
toes. 

Paul,  at  the  behest  of  Eddie  Pentecost, 
manager  of  Loew’s,  went  out  on  the  Tarzan 
limb  taking  only  a knife,  some  fish  hooks, 
a box  of  matches,  and  wearing  only  bath- 
ing trunks. 

He  hoped  to  play  Tarzan  for  a week. 
But  the  diet  of  fish,  rabbit,  frog  legs, 
berries  and  apples  proved  insufficient 
for  his  190  pounds. 

Quinton,  an  unemployed  mill  worker,  got 
his  picture  in  the  newspapers  and  a story 
about  his  life  in  the  raw. 
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Alphabetical  Index  TO  THE 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  soring  guide  ior  exhibitors 
know  the  title  oi  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squores  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


A 


Across  the  Plains  (Alono) 

June  3 3856 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

(WB)  Feb.  18  321 

Almost  a Gentleman  (BKO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  21 3820 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  

Arizona  Legion  (RKO)  Jan.  14..  982 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  12  929 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue.  ..  .1072 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (KKO)  

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) 

Apr.  16  3833 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3.3803 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 

Jan.  28  913 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col) 

Big  Town  Czar  (Dniv)  Apr.  22  3018 
Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 


Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col)  . 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  (20th-rox)  May  13 . . 943 


Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3824 

Boys  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 3820 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27..  937 
Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 931 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  Jime  24  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 

Police  (Para)  Apr.  8 3831 

Burn  ’Em  Cp  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  14  919 

C 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11 3826 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  29  932 

Captain  Fury  (UA)  May  13 

Career  (KKO)  

Charlie  Chan  In  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 928 

Charlie  Chan  In  Reno 

(20th-rox)  June  3 948 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22  8012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

May  13  374 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Univ) 

Jan.  28  3019 

Colorado  Sunset  (Rep) 846 

Confessions  of  Nazi  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  29  353 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18.3822 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN) 366 

(Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

D 

Dark  Victory  (FN)  Mar.  11...  3.54 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Dodge  City  (WB)  Apr.  8 304 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 

Mar.  26  3864 

E 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Dniv) 

Apr.  16  3006 

Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox) 

Dec.  3 935 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 

Ex-Champ  (Dniv)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

F 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  924 
Family  Next  Door  (Dniv) 

Apr.  15  3020 

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11.. 9030 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO) 

Feb.  4 844 

Five  Came  Back  (KKO)  June  10  927 
Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  Apr.  29...  922 
Plying  Irishman  (RKO)  Mar.  11  919 
For  Love  or  Money  (Dniv) 3030 


May  13  

Forged  Passport  (Rep)  Feb.  11.  . 823 
Forgotten  Woman  (Dniv) 

Four  Feathers  (DA) June  24 

Four  Girls  in  W bite  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  21  921 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) . . . 951 
Frontier  Pony  Express  (Rep) 

Apr.  15  854 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (Col)  Mar.  11... 9212 

G 

Gambling  Ship  (Dniv)  Dec.  24.  .3023 

Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (KKO) 

June  10  926 

Girl  From  Mexico  (KKO)  May  20  928 
Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  May  20 
Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27.  944 
Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

Great  Man  Votes  (KKO)  Jan.  14  913 
Giinga  Din  (RKO)  Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22  934 

Hell’s  Kitchen  (AVB)  June  24 . . . 312 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep) 

Feb.  18  842 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 922 

Honor  of  the  West  (Dniv) 30.55 

Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22..  3836 
Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 936 

House  of  Fear  (Dniv)  May  20.. 3038 


I 

I Stole  a Million  (Dniv) 

I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  26.  824 
I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3830 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  11  925 

Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4.  920 

In  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  856 

Inside  Information  (Dniv) 

Jime  10  3040 

Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22.. 934 
Inspector  Homleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  22  945 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  3841 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 

It  Could  Happem  to  You 

(20th-Fox)  Jime  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  AVorld  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  21..  921 
.loiies  Family  in  Holl.vwood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (WB)  Apr.  29 301 

E 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 . 363 


Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 929 


King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

Mar.  11  3827 

King  of  the  Turf  (DA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14  317 

L 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 
Ladv’s  From  Kentucky,  The 

(Para)  Apr.  15  3834 

Law  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

I.et  F'reedom  Ring  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  25  926 

Let  Ds  l,ive  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

l.ittle  Pal  (Mono) 3828 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Apr.  15  9213 

l.oiie  Wolf  Spy  Bunt  (Col) 

•Ian.  28  9014 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

Lost  Patrol  (KKO)  

Lost  Squatlron  (RKO)  reissue.  . 994 
Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  18.... 916 
Lucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6...  933 

M 

Made  for  Each  Other  (DA) 

Feb.  11  

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para) 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 


Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 


Man  From  Simdotvn  (Col) 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15..  801 
Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8...  375 

Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 843 

Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep) 

Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 3828 


Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) .... 

Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M) 

Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 


Modem  Cinderella  (Dniv) 

Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep) 845 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-Fox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning 

(20th-Fox)  July  30  926 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Dniv) Reissue 

M.v  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) 

Mar.  18  9029 

M.v  Wife’s  Relatives  (Rep) 

Mar.  11  810 

M.vsterious  Miss  X (Rep)  Jan.  21  809 
M.vstery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18  3806 

M.vstery  of  the  White  Room 

(Dniv)  Apr.  1 .3037 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4. ...3809 

N 

Nanc.v  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  28  372 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter 

(WB)  324 


Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 


Mav.t  Secrets  (Mono)  F>b.  18...38o.‘> 
Never  Sa.v  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11.. 3832 
News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(20th-Fox)  . 953 

Night  Riders  (Rep)  Apr.  8 865 

North  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11.9038 

North  of  Yukon  (Col) 9205 

O 

Off  the  Record  (WB)  .Ian.  28...  314 
Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

reissue  993 

Oklahoma  Kid  (WB)  Mar.  18... 308 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono).. 3856 

On  Borrowed  Time  (IM-G-M) .... 

On  Trial  (WB)  Mar.  25 323 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  .3825 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Col)  May  20  9001 

Out  of  Singapore  (Astor) 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

June  3 9031 

P 

Panama  Lady  (RKO)  Ma.v  13...  925 

Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25 314 

Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20tli-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Parents  on  'Trial  (Col)  

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  Dec.  24  3821 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28.382:! 

Phantom  Stage  (Dniv) .3056 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Dniv) 3033 

Prnle  of  the  Nav.v  (Rep)  Jan.  28.  822 
Prison  Without  Bars  (DA)  Feb.  25 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11....  980 
R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 

May  20  984 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  29 940 


Ride  ’F]ni  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  28.W1-2 
Risk.v  Business  (Dniv)  Mar.  11.. 3029 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods 

(Col)  Apr.  29  

Rolling  Westward  (Mono)  Apr.  1 .3863 


Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 923 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(20th-Fox)  May  13  942 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep) 

Mar.  25  853 

S 

Saint  in  London  (RKO) 929 

St.  I.oiiis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28.. 3822 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  918 

.Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox) 

Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feb.  11  :t20 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  25  927 

She  Married  a Cop  (Rep) 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono).. 3823 
Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep) . . 
Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3.  .WI-.3 


Six  Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18  WI-19 
6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3..  938 
Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17  93.3 
Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 930 
Society  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Mar.  11  3024 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  .38.37 
Sorority  House  (KKO)  Apr.  22 . . 924 


(2hatt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  ,Iune  3 813 


Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  855 

Si>ellbinder  (KKO)  931 

Spirit  of  Culver  (Dniv)  Mar.  4.. 3014 
Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

June  10  9206 

Stagecoach  (DA)  F'eb.  II 

Star  of  Miilniglit  (ItIvO)  reissue 
Sfar  Reporter  (IMono)  FVb.  25.. 3822 

Stolen  Life  (Para)  Apr.  29 .3861 

Story  of  Alexander  Graliaai  Bell 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 938 

.story  of  Vern^ai  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  8.38 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

(Rep)  Apr.  29  

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 

Apr.  15  3802 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M)  911 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  .3814 

Submarine  Patrol  (20tli-Fox) 

Nov.  5 ao<) 


Smideti  Money  (Para)  Mar.  2.5 
Sun  Never  Sets.  The  (Univ) 

June  10  

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 

(Mono)  Apr.  I 3862 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  0<-t.  29 3857 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  954 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 

T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  4....  925 
Tarzan  F’inds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

June  3 939 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M)  May  20.  935 
Texas  Stampede  (Col)  June  10.  .9204 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  . . 

'They  Asked  for  It  (Dniv) 3040 

They  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25  920 

'Tlie.v  Made  iMe  a Criminal  (WB) 

Jan.  7 ;{()7 

They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  . . . 
'Three  I'losUeleers  (20lb-l'<ix) 

Feb.  II  927 

'I'liree  Smart  Girls  Grow  Dp 

(Dniv)  itlar.  25  rtOOl 

Three  Texas  Steers(Kep)  June  24  866 
'Thundering  West  (Col)  Apr.  15.. 9203 
Timber  Stani|)ede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

'To  the  Res,‘ue  (GN» 328 

Topper  'Takes  a 'Trip  (tIA)  ,Jan.  7 

'I'orchy  in  Chinalown  (FN) 371 

Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB) 

Apr.  1 322 

Trapped  in  the  Sky  (Col)  Feb.  18.9024 
'I’rigger  Pids  (GN)  Jan.  21..  .\VI-I3 
Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  May  13... 3854 
'I’roalde  in  .Sundown  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  983 

Tumbleweeds  (Astor) 

12  Crowded  IDuirs  (RKO)  Feb.  18  917 


U 

D-67  (Astor)  

Undercover  Agent  (.Mono)  3824 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  3840 

Unexpected  Father  (Univ) 

Union  Pacific  (Para)  May  6.... 3835 

Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 3838 

W 

Wanted  by  Scotland  Yard 

(Mono)  Apr.  29  3829 

IVare  Case,  'The  (20th-Fox) 8014 

Waterfront  (WB)  325 

Way  Down  South  (KKO) 

IVestern  Caravans  (Col) 9207 

Whispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
Wife,  Husband  and  F’riend  (20th- 

Fox)  Feb.  18  9;t0 

Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB)  Jan.  21  309 

YVinner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  939 

Winter  Carnival  (DA)  

Within  the  Law  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  18  928 

W'olf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 ..3813 

Wimmn  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4.... 808 

W'oman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col).. 
Women  in  the  Wind  (WB) 

Feb.  4 316 

Wuthering  Heights  (DA)  Apr.  1 
Wyoming  Outlaw  (Rep)  867 

Y 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  II  .357 

Y'ou  Can't  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ)  Feb.  25  .3005 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 

Murder  (FN)  Jan.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 947 

Z 

Zaza  (Para)  Jan.  7 ..3819 

Zenobia  (DA)  Mar.  18 '. . 

Zero  Hour  (Rep)  May  27 
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short  of  the  week. 
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Columbia 

AUU-STAK  COMEDIES 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) Apr.  81,  ’39 

Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(17H)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enouch  (18) Sept.  30 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  June  2, ’39 
Pest  FYom  the  West  (..)....  June  16 
Rattling  Romeo  (17) July  14 

Swing:  Yon  Swlnyers 

(18)  Jan.  80,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  Mays, ’39 

The  Nig:htshlrt  Bandit  (18)  . Oet.  28 
The  Sap  Takes  a Sap 

(ISVz)  Mar.  10, ’39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Clyde 

(18)  July  28 

COl.OR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollywood  Graduation  (7)  . . . Ang:.  26 
Little  Moth’s  Big:  Flame  (7)..Noy.  3 

Lucky  PIgrs  (..) May  26 

Nell’s  Yells  (..)  Jime  30 

Peaceful  Neigrhbors  (8) . .Jan.  26, ’39 
The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)...  Feb.  24,  ’39 
The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14, ’39 

COLU3IBIA  TOUR 
Biff  Town  Commuters  (9) . Feb.  3, ’39 
Man  Ma<le  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(..)  May  26 

Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 

COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  . Mar.  24, ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltres 

(..)  Apr.  21, ’39 

No.  9 .Song’s  of  the  West 

( . . ) May  19,  ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  (.  .)  June  16 
Third  Series 

No.  1 College  .Songs  (10) Oet.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  4 Sweetheart  Melodies  (ll)Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10)  . . . .Feb.  24,  '39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  (..) Apr.  6, ’39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7) Jan.  27,’39 

Krazy’s  Shoe  .Shop  ( . .)  . .May  12, ’39 

MUSIC  HALL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 


(lOVi)  Jan.  20, ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (10)  .. Mar.  2, ’39 
Yankee  Dootlle  Home 

(..)  May  19, ’39 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  16, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A Worm’s  Eye  View  (7) ..  Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraotlon 

(6)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rodeo  (..)  June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7) . . . .Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  5(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  6(10%)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  8 (9y2)  Apr.  8, ’39 

No.  9(..)  IVIay  18, ’39 

No.  10  ( . . ) May  26 

No.  11  (..)  June  15 

SPORT  REELS . 

Diving  Rhythm  ( . . ) May  6,  ’39 

Get  Ready  Navy  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Jockeys  Up  (..)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (10) 3Iar.  17 


Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (..)...  .June  30 
THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

A Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(1614)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Mntts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Saved  From  the  Belle  (17)..  June  30 

Tliree  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

We  Want  Onr  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Yes,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(7)  May  19,  ’39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  Hons* 

(11)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  3 Inside  the  Capitol 

(..)  Apr.  28, ’39 

Grand  National 

CAVALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2(10)  Jan.  20 

M-G-M 

rRT’xrrc  doksn*t  pay 

Help  AVantecl  (31) June  10 

Money  to  Loan  (21) Mar.  11,  *39 

While  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15,  *39 

CAPTAIN  AND  THK  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Ifonrliiras  Hiirrlcane  (9) Oct.  15 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)  . . .Jan.  14 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVKLTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Ferypt  (9) Jan.  21,  *39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9) May  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9)...  Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

Java  Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

Picturesque  Fdaipur  (8)  . .May  13,  *39 

Rural  Hiincrary  (9) Apr.29, '39 

Sinpapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . . Dec.  31 
miniatcrks 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Hobbies  (10) . .May  13, '39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

Love  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18,  *39 

Prophet  Without  Honor 

(..)  May  20,  *39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11) ..  .May  27,  *39 
MC^ICAT.  COAfFDIKS 

Happily  Ruried  (20) Apr.  15,  *39 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton In  a musical  sapra  of  waahinsr 
mnrhines. 

Onee  Over  TJirhtfy  HO) Dec.  31 

The  story  of  two  harher  eollepres 
t'oromes  a musical  comedy  plot  by 


a close  shave.  .Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

Somewhat  Secret  (21)  . . . Mar.  25,  *30 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Serich) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor.  . .May  13 

Jitterbug:  Follies  (9) Feb,  25,  *39 

©Little  Gold  Fish  (8) . . . Apr.  15,  *39 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8,  *39 

The  Bear  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

Wanted  No  Master  (8)  . . . Mar.  18. '39 


M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAT 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OCR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Alfalfa's  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Clown  Princess  (10) Apr.  15,  *39 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29,  *39 


Duel  Personalities  (10) ..  Mar.  11,  *39 
Giant  of  Noi^vay  (..)  Sepia ..  June  24 


Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Angrel  of  Mercy  (10) Ma.v  20,  *39 

Giant  of  Norway  (.,)  Sepia.  .June  24 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
The  Story  of  Dr,  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  .June  17 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Culinary  Carving-  (..) July  1 

Double  Diving:  (10) Jan.  14 

Oll^roes  at  Leisure  (10) Feh.  11 

Marine  Circus  (9) Mar.  11,  *39 

©Penny*s  Picnic  (10) ...Dec.  17 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) Ma.v  20,  *39 

Weather  Wizards  (9) Apr,  8,  *39 

RORFRT  BENCHLEY 
An  Honr  for  Lnneh  (9) ..  Mar.  18,  *39 

Dark  Maffic  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (9)  May  27 

How'  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28,  *39 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Paramount 

BETTY  HOOP  CARTOONS 
Musical  Mountaineers  (7)  .May  12, ’39 
M.v  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dee.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dee.  23 

So  Does  an  Antomoblle  (7).. Mar.  31 

The  Seared  Crows  (7) . . . . June  9, ’39 
COT.OR  CLASSICS 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  87, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

The  PlayfnI  Polar  Bears  (7)  . Oet.  28 

COl.OR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  In  CIneeoIor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

.Tamaiea  (10)  May  26 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10)  . ..Tan.  27 
Republic  of  Panama  (9)  . . . . Mar.  24 
HFADT.TNER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) .Ian.  6, ’39 

The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

T.awrenee  Walk  (10)  Mar.  3 

T.awrence  Walk  and  hl.s  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dee.  2 

ilTnsie  Through  the  Years 

(IT)  Feb.  3, ’39 

•Tan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 
Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  May  5, ’.39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10) . ..lime  2,  ’39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Qneen 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra,  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAORAPHICS 

ClrniB  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) June  23 

Fislierman’s  Pluck  (10) . .Apr.  14, ’39 
Oh  Say.  Can  Yon  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 

Swans  (lO)  May  19, ’39 

That’s  "Afrlea  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  4(10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 

climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  6(9)  Dec.  9 


17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

Nck  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  hU  Milkman's 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’.39 

Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 

No.  10  (11)  May  ,5,  ’39 

Gentlemen  at  w o r k.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2,  ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 
©Aladdin  and  His  Wonderful 

Lamp  (22)  Apr.  7,  ’39 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)..  . Dee.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’39 
T.eave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

Wotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clnecolor) 

No.  2(11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3(10)  Jan.  6. ’39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5(11)  May  12, ’39 

GRANTT.AND  RICE  8PORT- 
I.IGHTS 

Death  Valley  Thrills  (10) . .June  9, ’.39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’.39 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  83 

HIJinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’.39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feh.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 

wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’30 

No.  5 (10)  Apr.  14,  ’.39 

No.  6 (Clnecolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 


Beaeli  Picnic  (8) June  9, ’39 

Donald’s  Cousin  Giis  (7)  .. May  19, ’39 
Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8)  . .Jan.  13, ’.39 

Ferdinand  the  Ball  (8) Nov.  25 

Goof.v  and  Wilbur  (8) Mar.  17 

Merlmbies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dee.  23 

Practical  Pig  (..) Feb.  24, ’.39 

Soeiet.v  Dog  .Show  (8) Feb.  3, ’.39 


Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  In  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

OThe  Hockey  Champ  (7) ..  Apr.  7, ’.39 


The  Ugly  Diiekliiig  (9) Apr.  7 

RDGAR  KENNEDV  tiiMFfKb-. 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Baby  Daze  (15) May  19, ’39 

Clock  Wise  (16)  Mar.  24 


Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 
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Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  81, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complloa- 
tlons. 

HBABUCMEB  COMDBDIB8 

Romancins  Along  (81) Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Eeb.  84,  ’39 

LEON  EKKOL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Have  (18)  ........ .Jan.  13,  ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (80)  ....... .Mar.  10,  ’38 

Major  Difficulties  (19) Noy.  18 

Moving-  Vanities  (17) May  6, ’38 

King  Madness  (19) June  30, ’38 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  4(19)  Nov.  86 

Uncle  Sam. — The  Good  Neighbor. 

yNo.  6(18)  ............... .Dee.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  30,  ’39 

The  Slate  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  IT 

toung  Anieriea  and  Mexico’s  New 
CrlslR. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

Japan:  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (30)  May  18 

Dixie — The  nation’s  number  one 
problem. 

NU-ATLA8  MDSICAM 

Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  13,  ’39 
Bast  & Dum.ke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
zee  Sisters,  Gllrone  & Starr. 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  83 

Osh  Ins  & Lossy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

George  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys. 
Frieda  Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  ..................  .Feb.  17,  ’39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10)  ......  .Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra. 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  80, '89 

The  RImacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11). Nov.  86 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’38-'37  re- 
leases) 


RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-Gon©  (16)  .Apr.  31, ’39 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17)  . . . . . .Nov.  4 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) .....Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOFE 

Big  Leagners  (9)  Apr.  81,  ’39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bird  Doga  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10)  .Deo.  8 

Boiv  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  ...... .June  16, ’39 

On  the  Wing  (10) ....Doc.30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .May  19, ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  it’s  dons. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  .Feb.  84 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAT  WHITLET  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

Prairie  Poppas  (18)  ......... .Doc.  18 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16,  ’39 
Ranch  Hons©  Romeo  (17)  . . . . Apr.  7 

RBELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10).. Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dso.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  .......... .Feb.  8,  ’39  | 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (8) ..  .Apr. -7, ’39  I 

Swlnguet  (8)  Blay  86, ’39  1 

Television  (9)  May  6,  ’39  ! 


20th  Century ‘Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Dail.v  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 

Sands  Hogs  (10)  

ED  THORGEKSEN-SPORTS 


Athletic  Oddities  (9)  ....... .Nov.  11 

Hunting  Dogs  (11) Mar.  3, '39 

Inside  Baseball  ( . .) Apr.  14,  ’39 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  

FASHIONS 

©Fashion  F'orecastB,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31, ’39 


FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDBK- 
GAK’IEN 

H’hat  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  28 

W'hat  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’38 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  (11)  

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3, '39 

Mystic  Siam  (10) Mar.  17,  ’.39 

Tempest  Over  'Tunis  (11)  

Viking  'Trail  (10) Feb.  17, '39 

TERRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  (7)  

Frozen  Feet  (7) Feb.  84 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gafuiy  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (7)  Mar.  10 

Gandy  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

(7)  Dec.  30 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  84 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  87 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13, ’39 

The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Deo.  2 


Universal 


CARTUNE 

On©  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  87 


GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  66(9)  Nov.  14 

No,  67  ( 9)  Nov.  88 

No.  59(9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  80, ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

No.  63  (9)  Apr.  10,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  May  15,  ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  86,  ’39 

No.  65  (9)  July  17 


MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van,  Minor  a Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Bohem©  (17)  Apr.  18 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pled  Pipers,  Luba  Mallna, 

Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 

Gals  and  Gallons  (18)  ...  .July  18, ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 

Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Music  and  Models  (19)  . . . . . .Dec.  14 
Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonalrs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 

Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  4 Morton  Harvel,  Moore  4 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzls. 

Pntlo  Herenade  (17) .Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmont*  and  others. 

Pharmacy  Follies  (18)  ...  .May  17, ’39 
Three  Playboys,  Prazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gllrone 
& Starr. 

OSWAIJD  CARTOONS 

Sailor  Monse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Monsle  (7)  Aog.  16 


WALTER  lANTZ  CABTUNBS 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Mola.  Land  (7)  . . . . May  89, ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  39, ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7)  . . . .Apr.  10,  ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  88 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (?)...  Dec.  86 

Magic  Beans  (..)  Feb.  13 

Nelli©  of  the  Circus  (7)  ..  .May  8, ’39 
'Tire  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  87 


STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  SeOYa)  Oct.  10 

No.  66(9)  Nov.  81 

No.  67(9)  Dec.  6 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  8 

No.  69  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61  (9)  Apr.  3 

No.  63  (9)  May  1,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  June  6,  ’39 

No.  64  (10)  


TWO  REEL  SPECIAL 

March  of  Freedom  (81) June  7 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  ( . . ) Mar.  SH 

Boarder  Trouble  (80) Dec.  17 

Broadway  Buckaroo  (80)  June  3,  ’39 

Cleaning  Dp  (..) Nov.  18 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Projection  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Rollin’  In  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (80)  Apr.  89,  ’39 

Sophomore  Swing  (30) Jan.  81 

Small  Town  Idol  (80) Feh.  11 

Stardust  (88)  Dec.  10 

Sundae  Serenade  (80) Feb.  8.5 

The  Knight  Is  Yonng  (80)  . . . .Oct.  89 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13, ’39 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  30, ’39 

Meohanix  Illustrated  No.  8 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  85 

Mechanix  Illnstrated  (10)  . . . .Nov.  5 
Mechanix  Illnstrated  No,  4.Apr.  32,’39 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  S 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  88 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Mar.  25,  ’39 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  80 

It’s  an  ni  Wind  (7) Jan.  88 

Porky  and  Teablscnit  (7)  Apr.  88,  ’39 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  80 

Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  11 
Pork.v’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  Lon©  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13, ’39 

MEI.ODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  89, ’39 

Blue  Barron  4 Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  81, '39 
Clyil®  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7, '39 
Clyde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  84 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

( • • ) Apr.  8 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..).. Dec.  3 
Jerr.v  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  ...Feb.  4 

Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  23 

Larry  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 
(10)  Nov.  18 


Russ  Morgan  & Orcnesvm 

(11)  Feb.  26 

MERREE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7)  .Apr,  8 

Count  Me  Ont  (7) Deo.  17 

Daffy  Duck  and  the  Dinosanr 

(7)  Apr.  28,  ’39 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  ( . . ) . Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7)  . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldrush  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) Jan.  28, ’39 

Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  ..May  20, ’39 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  35 

Robinhood  Makes  Good  (7)... Feb.  11 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) ..Dec.  31 

'The  Night  Watchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
Thugs  With  Dirty  Mags  (7)  .May  6,  39 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  6 

TECHNICOLOR 
Declaration  of  Independence 


(18)  Nov.  20 

^Lincoln  in  the  White  Mouse 

(81)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19)  . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins.  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (80) May  20, ’39 

Swingtime  In  the  Movies 

(80)  Jan.  7,  ’39 


Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Poy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 


Immortal  Brash  (9) ...Nov.  19 

The  Master’s  Touch  (19)  . . . .Feb.  18 


VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A VaudevlUe  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 
Crawfords  at  Home  ( . . ) . . Apr.  15, ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 


(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Tax  Trouble  (10) .. . . .Mar.  18,  ’39 

Robbln’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 


TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11) . . .Mar.  4 


Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Defying  Death  (18) Oct.  16 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

The  Human  Bomb  (18)  ..  .Jan.  7, ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (18) Nov.  IS 

Treacherous  Waters  (18) Dec.  10 

Voodoo  Fires  (11)  May  6 


SERIALS 

COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig.  Richard  Fiske. 

Mandrake  the  Magician . . . May  6,  ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
Island. 


REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

13  Chapters  June  10  ’39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again . Feb.  85,  ’39 
16  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry.  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters). July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr..  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescne Jan.  17,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
jr. 
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Date  at  top  oi  column  is  week  ending.  Number  in  square  is 
national  release  date,  1938-39.  Production  number  is  at  right. 
Running  time  (company  estimate)  follows  title.  Letter  "A" 
indicates  Adult  classification,  otherwise  Family  suitability. 
R — is  review  date.  Symbol  ^ indicates  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Rib- 
bon Award  Winner.  Symbol  © indicates  color  photography. 


1 


1 JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21 

JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 

FEBRUARY  11 

FEBRUARY  18  ; 

[ig  Weatern  9203 

Thundering:  West  (67) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Ueredlth 

R— Apr.  16 

[1^  Western  d212 

Frontiers  of  '49  (64) 

B.  Elllot-L.  DeAlcanlz 
R— Mar.  11 

^ Melodrama  9014 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 
(67) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Luplno 

R— Jan.  28 

1^  Western  9201 

Texas  Stampede  (57) 

C.  Starrett- 1.  Meredith 

R — June  10 

|io|  Action  Drama  90.38 
North  of  Shanghai  (59) 

B.  Furness-J.  Craig 

R — Mar.  11 

P 

^ Western  WI-13 

Trlg:ger  Pals  (66) 

Art  Jarrett 

Lee  Powell 

AI  St.  John 

R — Jan.  21 

^ Western  WI-2 

Ride  'Km  Cowgirl  (52) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

[13]  Action  Drama  019 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O'Connor 
(67) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

R — Jan.  14 

g Drama  921 

Four  Girls  In  White  (70) 

F.  Rlce-A.  Marshal 

A.  Rutherford  R — Jan.  28 
Comedy  Drama  920 
Idiot’s  Delight  (107) 
Uorma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable  R — Feb.  4 

Com.  with  Music  922 
Honolulu  (86) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

R — Feb.  4 

Comedy  Drama  923 

Huckleberry  Finn  (91) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 

R — Feb.  18 

Comedy  9 

Fa«t  and  Loose  (79)  1 

Robert  Montgomery  * 
Rosalind  Russell 

R — Feb.  18 

Melodrama  3822 

Conyict’s  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Western  3864 

Drifting  Westward  (49) 
Jack  Randall 

R— Mar.  25 

Action  Drama  3805 

Navy  Secrets  (60) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 

R — Feb.  18 

Drama  Reissue  3828 
l.ittle  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

M.  Rooney-R.  Bellamy 

[8~|  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 
(53) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — April  1 

I 

^ Drama  8819 

Zaza  (86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Jan.  7 

^ Melodrama  3820 

Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Jan.  21 

Musical  3821 

Paris  Honeymoon  (85) 

B.  Crosby-F.  Gaal 

R — Dec.  24 

|~3^  Mus.  Romance  3822 
St.  Fouls  Blues  (87) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Jan.  28 

Action  Drama  3823 

Persons  in  Hiding  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — Jan.  28 

Comedy  38^ 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  W1  ’ 
Pay)  C.  Ruggl 

R — Feb.  4 

[i^  Mystery-Comedy  809 
Mysterions  Miss  X (62) 
Mary  Hart 

Michael  Whalen 

R — Jan.  21 

|26|  Action  Drama  822 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Jan.  28 

[lo[  Drama  808 

Woman  Doctor  (65) 

F.  Inescort  R — Feb  4 

Western  842 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (68) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Feb.  18 

m]  Melodrama  8: 

Forged  Passport  (64) 
Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 

R — Feb.  11 

|i3|  Comedy  913 

Great  Man  Votes  (70) 
John  Barrymore 

Peter  Holden 

R — Jan.  14 

^ Western  982 

Arizona  Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

R— Jan.  14 

[~3~|  Comedy  Drama  844 

Fisherman’s  Wharf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Feb.  4 

|j()j  Melodrama  911 

Boy  Slaves  (71) 

(For.  Pure  In  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

R — Jan.  21 

|l^  Action  Drama  9' 

OGunga  Din  (117)  ‘ 
Fairbanks  jr.-C.  Gran 

R — Feb.  4 

Drama  Keissi  * 

l.ost  Patrol  (73) 

Victor  Mrl.ag'en  _ 

Action  Drama  928 
Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R — Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

^ Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Flelds-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

|27|  Outdoor  iMama  921 
©Jesse  James  (105) 

T.  Power-N.  Kelly 

H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 

^ Melodrama  926 

Mr.  Moto’s  T.ast  Warn- 
ing (71)  R— July  30 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

|Y|  Comedy  929 

Arizona  Wildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — Nov.  12 

Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

R— Feb.  4 

[J7]  Rom.  Com.  Drama  9lL 
The  Three  Musketeerfl 
(72)  i 

Ritz  Bros.-Don  Amech  l 
Blnnie  Barnes 

R — Feb.  11 

^ Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 
(78) 

Connie  Bennett 

Roland  Young 

R — Jan.  7 

Comedy  Drama 

Made  for  Each  Other 

(85) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

R — Feh.  11 

11=^  Action  Drama 

King  of  the  Turf  (87) 
Adolphe  Menjou 

Dolores  Costello 
a — Feb.  18 

Horror  Drama  3004 

.Son  of  Frankenstein  (94) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Bela  Lugosi  R — Jan.  21 
[13]  Western  3055 

Honor  of  the  West  (58) 

B.  Booker-M.  Bell 

1^  Action  Drama  3023 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 

Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

|~3]  Action  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Kent  Taylor 

jio]  Western  3056 

Pliantoin  Stage  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

1^  Comedy  30 

You  Can't  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  (76) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

R — Feb.  25 

|l3]  Com.  Drama  WB307 
They  Made  Me  a 

Criminal  (89) 

John  Garfield 

R — Jan.  7 

Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (68) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

R — Jan.  28 

IIU  Melodrama  WB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 

(69) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R— Jan.  14 

pn  Action  Drama  FN371 
Torchy  in  Chinatown 
(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

Action  Drama  WB309 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Jan.  21 

Com.  Drama  FNSJ 

Nancy  Drew,  Reportei 
(67) 

B.  Granville-J.  Lltel 

R — Jan.  28 

m]  Western  Metropolitan 
Smoky  Trails  (..) 

Bob  Steele 

i 
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A GUIDE  TO  CURRENT  RELEASES 


' FEBRUARY  25 

MARCH  4 

MARCH  1 1 

MARCH  18 

MARCH  25 

APRIL  1 1 

^ Action  Drama  9029 
dy  Son  Is  a Criminal 
(59) 

Vlan  Baxter 
facqueline  Wells 

R — Mar.  18 

HU  Drama  9007 

Let  Us  Live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 

R — Feb.  18 

[U  Comedy  9009 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss 
(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R — Mar.  4 

lie]  Western  9213 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (66) 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

R — Apr.  16 

HU  Action  Drama  9023 
Whispering  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

|30l  Outdoor  Drama 

Romance  of  Redwoods (67) 
C.  Bickford-J.  Parker 

R — Apr.  29 

Ho]  Action  Drama  9205 
North  of  Yukon  (64) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Linda  Winters 

^ Drama  With  Music  926 
..et  Frceiloiii  Kiii^  (85) 
^Jelson  Eddy 
i^irginia  Bruce 
ir— Feb.  25 

|~^  Comedy  980 

(87) 

Leslie  Howard 

Wendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

|I^  925 

Ice  FoUies  of  1939  (82) 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Mar.  11 

[iTj  Melodrama  928 

Within  the  Law  (65) 
Ruth  Hussey-Paul  Kelly 

R — Mar.  18 

HU  Action  Drama  927 

Sergeant  Madden  (80) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

R — Mar.  26 

Hi]  Drama  930 

Society  Lawyer  (78) 

V.  Bruce-Walter  Pidgeon 

R — Apr.  1 

iH  Action  Drama  3822 
(tar  Reporter  (62) 

V.  HuU-Marsha  Hunt 
t— Feb.  26 


|T]  Western  3863 
Rolling:  Westward  (67) 
Tex  Ritter 
R‘ — Apr.  1 


fg]  Action  Drama  3809 
Mystery  Plane  (60) 
(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 

John  Trent  R — Mar.  4 
[Y1  Melodrama  3806 
Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong: 

(67)  R— Mar.  18 
Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 


HI]  Western  3854 
Triggrer  Smith  (69) 

Jack  Randall 
R — May  13 


Western  3857 
onset  Trail  ( 68 ) 

V.  Boyd  R — Oct.  29 

H Drama  3825 
. . one  third  of  a nation 
(76) 

. Sidney-L.  Hrlkson 


fs]  Drama  3826 
Cafe  Society  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 
Fred  MacMurray 
R — Feb.  11 


|Io|  Comedy  3863 
Beachcomber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Laughton 
Elsa  Lanchester 
R — Dec.  3 


[m  Melodrama  3827 
King  of  Chinatown  (67) 
Akim  Tamiroff 
Anna  May  Wong 
R — Mar.  11 


HD  Comedy  Drama  3828 
Midnight  (93) 

Claudette  Colbert 
Don  Ameche 
Ri — Mar.  11 


HU  Comedy  8820 

Sudden  Money  (62) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 
R — Mar.  25 

HU  Western  3858 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 


R — Feb.  18 

-i 

n Melodrama  824 

I Was  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberts 

R— Feb.  26 

[is]  Western  853 

Rough  Riders  Roundup 
(58) 

R.  Rogers- M.  Hart 

R — Mar.  25 

H§  Comedy  810 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (65) 
Higgins  Family 

R — Mar.  11 

HU  Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  (68) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Apr.  1 

(I  Comedy  916 

ieauty  for  the  Asldng(64) 

1.  Ball-D.  Wood 
: — Jan.  28 

Drama  Reissue 

tar  of  Midnight  (90) 

;.  Rogers-Wm.  Powell 

in  Action  Drama  917 

12  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
Richard  Dix 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Feb.  18 

[lo]  Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back 
(64) 

Geo.  Sanders- W.  Barrie 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Western  983 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (57) 
Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Mar.  11 

HU  Drama  920 

Almost  a Gentleman  (66) 

J.  Elllson-H.  Wood 

R — Mar.  11 

1 

tj|  Action  Drama  931 

ardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
ynn  Bari-G.  Williams 
Nov.  19 

[sl  Comedy  930 

Wife,  Husband  and 

Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

R — Feb.  18 

[ioj  Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R— Oct.  22 

|l7|  Com.  with  Music  932 
©Little  Princess  (93) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

R — Feb.  25 

HU  Comedy  Drama  935 
Everybody’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

(|i|  Melodrama  936 

Hound  of  the  Basker- 
villes  (80) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

R — Apr.  1 

[T]  Outdoor  Drama 

Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R— Feb.  11 

[is]  Drama 

Prison  Without  Bars 
(79) 

Edna  Best 

Corlnne  Luchalre 

R — Feb.  26 

Drama  3024 

lociety  Smugglers  (70) 

B'or.  Key  Woman) 
ireston  Poster 
ene  Hervey 
— Mar.  11 

t 

fT|  Melodrama  3029 

Risky  Business  (78) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama  3014 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

HU  Melodrama  3037 

Mystery  of  the  White 
Room  (58) 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack 

R — Apr.  1 

HU  Com.  with  Music  3001 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  (87) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

R — Mar.  25 

Hi]  Comedy  3020 

Family  Next  Door  (63) 
Hugh  Herbert 

Joy  Hodges 

R — Apr.  15 

l|  Comedy  FN357 

iBS,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (85) 
riscilla  Lane 
|iffrey  Lynn 
'—Feb.  11 

in  Action  Drama  WB320 
Secret  Service  of  the 

Air  (61) 

Ronald  Reagan 

John  Litel 

R — Feb.  11 

[u]  Outd’r  Drama  WB308 
Oklahoma  Kid  (80) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Mar.  18 

[is]  Action  Drama  WB321 
Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

R.  Towne  R — Feb.  18 

1^  Action  Drama  FN361 
Blackwell's  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield“R.  Lane 

R — Mar.  4 

[T]  Melodrama  WB323 

On  Trial  (62) 

John  Litel 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Mar.  26 
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APRIL  15 
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APRIL  29 
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MAY  13 


[31  Comedy  9013 
L^dy  and  the  Mob  (66) 
Fay  Bainter-Ida  Luplno- 
Lee  Bowman 
R— Mar.  11 


|l^  Drama  0030 

First  Offenders  (61) 
Walter  Abel 
Beverly  Roberts 
R— Mar.  11 


[lel  Western  9214 
Larv  Comes  to  Texas 
(57) 

Bill  Elliott 
R— May  27 


^ Western  9200 

Spoilers  of  the  RanR:e(58) 
Chas.  Starrett 
Iris  Meredith 
R — June  10 


[4]  Drama  9031 

Outside  These  Walls  (61) 
D.  Costello- M.  Whalen 
R — June  3 


[u]  Action  Drama  90 
Blind  Alley  (71) 

C.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 
R — Apr.  29 


Drama  ;! 

Exile  Express  (70) 
Anna  Sten-Alan  Marsh 
R— Feb.  18 

[13]  Western  WI-] 
Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 
Tex  Fletcher- J.  BarcT 
R— Feb.  18 


[7]  Drama  with  Music  931 
Broadway  Serenade  (113) 
J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 
R — Apr.  8 


ra  Rom.  Comedy  929 
Kid  From  Texas  (70) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 
R — Apr.  8 


I21]  Comedy  934 

The  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 
R — ^Apr.  22 


g Drama  932 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 
R — Apr.  29 


[si  Comedy  933 

Luck.v  Night  (8  2) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 
R — May  6 


[12]  Action  Drama  9^ 
Tell  No  Tales  (69) 
Melvyn  Douglas 
Louise  Platt 
R — May  20 


3824 


[si  Melodrama 
Cndercover  Agent  (56) 
Russell  Gleason 
Shirley  Deane 


[1^  Drama  3802 

Streets  of  New  York  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 
Marjorie  Reynolds 
R— Apr.  16 


|l9|  Melodrama  3829 
Wanted  by  Scotland 
Yard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 
Betty  Lynne 
R — Apr.  29 


[Y]  Action  Drama  3820 
Bo.vs  Reformatory  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 
R — May  6 


i 


[y|  Comedy  3830 
I’m  From  Missouri  (77) 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 
R— Mar.  25 


Comedy  - Music  3832 

Never  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 
R— Mar.  11 

[1^  Melodrama  3831 
Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Secret  Police  (55) 

J.  Howard  R — Apr.  8 


|2i|  Drama  3833 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 
(86) 

Wallace  Ford-Allne  Mc- 
Mahon-Patricia  Ellis 
R— Apr.  15 


1^  Comedy  Drama  3834 
The  Lady’s  From  Ken- 
tucky (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 
R — Apr.  16 


[Y|  Outdoor  Drama  3835 
^Unlon  Pacific  (137) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 
Joel  McCrea 
R — May  6 


Drama  31) 
Hotel  Imperial  (80)  ' 

I.  Mlranda-R.  Milland 
R — Apr.  22 


Western  • 


Ip]  Western 

^ght  Riders  (68) 
Three  Mesquiteers 
R — Apr.  8 


865 


[19]  Western  854 

Frontier  Pony  Express 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers 
Mary  Hart 
R — Apr.  16 


^ Action  Drama  811 
Street  of  Missing  Men 
(65) 

Chas.  Blckford-H.  Carey 
R — Apr.  29 


Western 


844 


Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 
Gene  Autry-June  Storey 
R— May  6 


Three  Texas  Steers  (f| 
The  Three  Mesquiteer ' 
R — June  24 


Melodrama  S 


[Yj  Comedy  Drama  916 
Love  Affair  (87) 

Irene  Dunne-Chas.  Boyer 
R— Mar.  18 

[Yj  Blog.  Drama  919 
Flying  Irishman  (73) 
Douglas  Corrigan 
R— Mar.  11 


[14]  Action  Drama  920 
They  Made  Her  a Spy 
(67) 

Sally  Ellers-Allan  Lane 
R— Mar.  26 


1^  Action  Drama  922 
Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 
R — Apr.  29 


Melodrama  923 

Rookie  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt;  R-Apr.  29 

Musical  838 

Stor.v  of  Vernon  t.nd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astalre-G.  Rogers 
R — Mar.  18 

Tos^^btdoo^^D^m^^^O 


[Yj  Comedy  Drama  924 
Sorority  House  (63) 

Anne  Shlrley-J.  Ellison 
R — Apr.  22 


Panama  Lady  (65) 
L.  Ball-A.  Lane 
R — May  13 


[Y|  Melodrama  937 
Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 
Island  (64) 

Peter  Lorre 
Jean  Hersholt 
Amanda  Duff 
R— Mar.  18 


IP]  Drama  938 

Story  of  Alexander 
Graliam  Bell  (97) 

Don  Ameohe-Loretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 
R — Apr.  8 


Comedy  Drama  939 

Winner  Take  All  (61) 
Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 
R — Feb.  25 


945 


im  Melodrama 
Inspector  Hornleigh  (76) 
G.  Harker-Mikl  Hood 
R — Apr.  22  


Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 
(71)  R— Apr.  29 

Warner  Baxter 
Lynn  Barl-Henry  Hull 
loal  Musical  8012 


[Yj  Action  Drama  941 
Chasing  Danger  (60) 
Preston  Foster 
Lynn  Bari 
R — Jan.  7 


Climbing  High  (71) 

J.  Matthews:  R-Apr.22 


Ipj  Musical  tj 

Rose  of  Washington 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 
Tyrone  Power 
AI  Jolson 
R— May  13 


[Y]  Drama 

yWutheiing  Heights 
(103) 

Merle  Oberon 
Laurence  Olivier 
R — Apr.  1 


Ipj  Comedy 

Zenobia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Billle  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 
R— Mar.  18 


[Y]  Comedy-Music  3006 
East  Side  of  Heaven 
(88) 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 
R— Apr.  16 


jpj  Action  Drama  3019 
Code  of  the  Streets  (70) 
Harry  Carey 
Frankie  Thomas 
Juanita  Quigley 
R — Jan.  28 


Action  Drama  3018 
Big  Town  Czar  (66) 
Barton  MacLane 
Eve  Arden 
R— Apr.  22 


^ Comedy  Drama  3030 
For  Love  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 
Robt.  Kent 
R — Apr.  22 


n 

^ Action  Drama 
Torohy  Runw  for  Mifif 
(60)  >■ 
Glenda  Farrell 
Barton  MacLane 
R — April  1 


U]  Outd’r  Drama  WB304 
©Dodge  City  (104) 

Errol  Flynn 
Olivia  de  Havilland 
R — Apr.  8 


Melodrama  VVB316 
Women  in  the  Wind  (65) 
Kay  Francis 
Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 


^ Drama  FN354 
Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 


1^  Comedy  FN373 
Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 
R — Apr.  22 


Action  Drama  rN353 
Confessions  of  a Kazi 
Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 
Lya  Lys 
R — Apr.  29 
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^ Action  Drama  9001 
Only  Angels  Hare 

Wings  (122)  R-May  20 
C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 
g Action  Drama  8027 
Missing-  Daughters  (68) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 

[YJ  Action  Drama  9024 
Trapped  In  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMIlle 

R — Feb.  18 

[Yl  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 

[Is]  Comedy  1072 

Awful  Truth  (92)  reisfiue 
Irene  Dunne 

[is]  Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (68) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

|Y1  Action  Drama  9012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  “Q”  Planes) 

L.  Olivier-V.  Hobson 

R — June  10 

C- 

^ Action  Drama  314 
%iiama  Fstrol  (69) 

5on  Ames 
larlotte  Wjmters 
—Feb.  25 

g Western  WI-3 

Singing  Cowgirl  (67) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

j Comedy  988 

’»  » Wonderful  World 
(86) 

Colbert-J.  Stewart 
—May  13 

g Comedy  931 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Young- Annabella 

R — May  27 

[Y]  Melodrama  938 

CrOOO  Enemies  (61) 

Walter  Pidgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

[le]  Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  V7eissmuller 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R — June  3 

|Y|  Comedy  940 

Maisie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 

Robert  Young 

R — June  17 

j Western  3864 

own  the  Wyoming 

Trail  (62) 

!x  Ritter 
—June  17 

g Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  Call  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 

R — May  27 

|Y]  Western  3355 

Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  3 

[i^  Melodrama  3883 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 

'j  Musical  3837 

ime  Uk©  It  Hot  (65) 

')b  Hope-Shirley  Rosa 
me  Krupa 
—May  13 

*-  - - - 

j26]  Drama  ^83^ 

Unmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 

R — May  27 

|2^  Drama  3864 

Stolen  TJfe  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 

R — Apr.  29 

[Y]  Comedy  3839 

Graci©  Allen  Murder  €&» 

(76) 

Gracie  Allen 

Warren  William 

R — May  13 

|~9]  Action  Drama  3840 
Undercover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J.  C.  Naish 

R — May  27 

|l6]  Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 
(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 

R — May  20 

g Melodrama  3842 
Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 

J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 

R — May  20 

g Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 

D.  Woods-E.  Venable 

R— Mar.  25 

ij  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 
an  of  Conquest  (87) 

, Dix-G.  Patrick 
—Apr.  15 

;j  Western  866 

uthward  Ho!  (58) 
Rogrers-M.  Hart 

June  17 

[2^  Drama  81g 

The  Zero  Hoiu-  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 

R — May  27 

[~2~|  Action  Drama  813 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wav©  (60) 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 

R — June  3 

lY  Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

g Western  856 

In  Old  Caliente  (61) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  ( . . ) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

1 

jm  Western  984 

Racketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien:  R — May  20 

|~2~|  Comedy  928 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71) 
Dupe  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

Melodrama  926 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-L.  Carrillo 

R — June  10 

g Drama  927 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

l|  Comedy  943 

ly  Friend  (70) 
Withers-A.  Whelan 
—May  13 

jjj]  Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Gorilla  (66) 

Rltz  Bros. 

R — May  2 7 

[Yj  Comedy  Drama  946 
Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
ivood  (60) 

Jed  Prouty 

Shirley  Deane 

R — May  27 

Y Drama  947 

Young  Mr.  Hincoln  (101) 
Henry  Fonda 

Mar.iorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

[lg|  Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 
(71) 

S.  Toler-Phyllls  Brooks 

R — June  3 

HU  Com.  Drama  954 

Susannah  of  tlie  Moun- 
ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randolph  Scott 

R — June  17 

■» 

jii]  Action  Drama 

Captain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen-Jun© 
Dang-Brian  Ahern© 

R — May  13 

'1  Action  Drama  3010 
t-Champ  (72) 
ctor  McLaglen 
'in  Grey-Tom  Brown 
'—May  20 

i 

[2^  Action  Drama  3040 
They  Asked  for  It  (61) 
B.  Lsundigan-J.  Hodges 

[Y]  Action  Drama  3040 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

|Y]  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Lombard 

Y Drama 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  Jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

Y Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

w 1 

7 Action  Drama  FN364 

^’'u  Can’t  Get  Away 

IVith  Murder  (78) 
Bogart-Gale  Page 
Jl-Jan.  28 

1 

-i 

^ Action  Drama  FN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 

R — May  13 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  FN376 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewln 

R — ^April  S 

Hist.  Dramia  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — ^April  29 

Com.  M-Drama  WB324 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 
j John  Lite! 

|Y|  Action  Drama  FN363 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R — May  27 

[~^  Comedy  Astor 

Gay  Nineties  (64) 


[gj  Western  Astor 
Tumbleweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm,  S.  Hart 


[iil  Musical  Astor 
Everythingr  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlnoess  Pearl 


Melodrama  Astor 
U-67  (65) 


Allan  Hale 
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1 JULY  1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22 

JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

1 Drama 

Parents  on  Trial  ( . . ) 

J.  Parker-J.  Downs 

Comedy  9005 

Ooo<1  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73) 

1 J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 

1 R — June  24 

Western  9208 

Man  From  Sundown  (..) 
Charles  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

Drarma 

A Wonoan  Is  the  Judge 

Rochelle  Hudson 

Otto  Kruger-F.  Inescort 

^ Comedy 

Blondie  Take?  a Vacation 
(.  .) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

Action  Drama 
Behind  Prison  Gates  ( . . ) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

1^  Action  Drama 

Coast  Guard  ( . . ) 
Randolph  Scott 
Frances  Dee 

|30]  Drama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  ( . . ) 
Virginia  Bruce 

Walter  Pidgeon 

[t]  Drama 

On  Borrowed  Time  ( . . ) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

|l5]  Drama 

They  x\U  Come  Out  ( . . ) 

Rita  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

|2l[  Comedy 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  ( . . ) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

[28]  Drama 

Miracles  for  Sale  ( . . ) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 
^ Drama 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

0 -A^'^tion  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

Western  3865 

Man  From  Texas  ( . . ) 
Tex  Ritter 

[3]  Western 

Oklahoma  Terror  ( . . 
Jack  Randall 

[3^  Melodrama  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — June  24 

[Y|  Musical  3845 

Man  About  Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

[14]  Com.  with  Music 

Million  Dollar  Pegs  (..) 

Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

1^  Action  Drama 

Magnificent  Fraud  ( . . ) 
Akim  Tamiroff-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

j2^  Drama 

Island  of  Lost  Men  ( . . ) 
Anna  May  Wong 

[3]  Drama 

Mickey,  the  Kid  ( . . ) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryan 

[1^  Musical  Comedy 

She  Married  a Cop  ( , . ) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 

g Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  ( . . ) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

pf|  Comedy 

Should  Husbands  Wo 
(.  .) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

[Y)|  Mystery  Drama  929 

Saint  in  London  ( . . ) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey 

1^  Western  985 

Timber  Stamirede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

1 R — June  24 

pT]  Melodrama  930 

Career  ( . . ) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edw.  Ellis 

Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
Drama  994 

Lo>.t  Squadr<m(79)reissue 
Joel  McCrea-Richard  Dix 

1^  Musical  947 

Way  Down  South  ( . . ) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 

1^  Melodrama  931 

Sirellbinder  ( . . ) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

pUI  Comedy 

Bachelor  Mother  (81 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

^ Comedy  Drama  950 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

pf]  Melodrama  952 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 

R — Nov.  19 

Musical  949 

Second  Fiddle  (..) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Power 

Action  Drama  953 

News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(..) 

Preston  Foster 

Lynn  Bari 

[2^  Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 

^ Outdoor  Drama  951 

Frontier  Marshal  ( . . ) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

Drama 

They  Shall  Have  Music 
(.  .) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 
Jascha  Heifetz 

Comedy 

W’inter  Carnival  ( . . ) 
Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

pj]  Drama 

Four  Feathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 
June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

1 g Melodrama  3038 

1 House  of  Fear  (66) 

1 William  Gargan 

1 Irene  Hervey 

1 R — May  20 

p^  Comedy 

Unexpected  Father  ( . . ) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mischa  Auer 
pf]  Drama 

Forgotten  M'ornan  (..) 
Sigrid  Gurie-Don.  Briggs 

Drama 

I Stole  a Million  ( . . ) 

George  Raft 

Claire  Trevor 

pf|  Drama 

Modern  Cinderella  ( 
Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

[Y]  Com. -Music  WB311 
>>’aug:hty  Hut  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 
Dick  Powell 
R — June  10 


[3~[  Action  Drama  1VB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 
Margaret  Lindsay 
R — June  24 


Action  Drama  1VB335 
■\Vaterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 
Gloria  Dickson 


Drama  FN3GO 
Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 
John  Garfield 
R — June  24 


Comedy  FN366 
Cowboy  Quarterback  ( . . ) 
Bert  Wheeler 
Gloria  Dickson 


[Y]  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery-M.  Love 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatlna  4-loii5a 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
j with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
i copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
I Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  B ALLAN - 
TYNE  Co..  222  No.  IRth  St..  Omaha.  Neb 

DUO  "SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with  cop- 
per oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  Dealers. 
Kansas  City  territory — STEBBINS,  1804 
Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

TIME  TO  COOL  AND  TIME  TO  PAY — 
GET  THE  IDEA!  Use  new  easy  S.O.S.  time 
payment  plan — available  cn  quality  thea- 
tre and  cooling  equipment.  Take  advan- 
tage of  our  low  prices.  Write  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


Air  Conditioning — MAGIC  WEATHER — 
100%  performance.  1.000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction: silent  operation:  low  first  cost: 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
' folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO.. 
222  No.  16th  St..  Omaha.  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

WANTED — Used  type  SP  Simplex  port- 
able projector  with  arc  lamp.  Wire,  giving 
cash  price  with  examination  privilege.  Hall 
Industries  Theatres,  Beeville,  Texas. 


USED  EQUIPMENT  WANTED— We  buy 
and  sell — chairs,  sound  heads,  lamps,  pro- 
jectors. Let  us  make  you  an  offer.  STAN- 
LEY THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  1235  S. 
Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


POPCORN 

Jumbo  South  American-Hybrid  Jap  Hul- 
less — $4.00  hundred  pounds;  guaranteed 
satisfaction.  ARMSTRONG  POPCORN 
CO.,  LAKE  VIEW,  IOWA. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.:  Sateen.  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather.  116  Merrimac  St..  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

THEATRE— 22  miles  from  Buffalo,  450 
seats,  town  1,500,  4 small  towns  surround- 
ing without  theatre.  Drawing  population 
5.000.  Admission  25c-15c-10c.  Upholstered 
seats,  modern.  Six  room  steam  heated 
apartment.  Price,  including  real  estate — 
$10,000.  $4,000  cash  down,  balance  5% — 

10  years.  Expenses  $100.00  weekly  in- 
cludes taxes,  insurance,  interest,  films,  pay- 
roll. Present  owner  14  years,  retiring. 
McIntyre,  Theatre  Broker,  312  Lisbon, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


FOR  SALE — 300-seat  theatre  close  to 
Dallas.  Bargain  for  cash.  Address  Box  X, 
Boxoffice,  210  S.  Harwood,  Dallas,  Tex. 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE — In  Southern 
city.  This  ad  directed  to  party  wanting 
profitable  going  business  and  able  to  pay 
$30,000  cash.  B-1133,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED — Established  Texas  theatre  or 
good  location;  also  complete  equipment. 
Box  A,  Boxoffice,  210  S.  Harwood,  Dallas. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co..  222  No.  16th  St..  Omaha.  Neb 

DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO.. 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

16"  OSCILLATING  FANS,  ONLY  $12.95, 
110  volts  A.C.,  adiustable  base,  optional 
wall  mounting.  Two  speed  switch,  8'  cord, 
durable  finish,  ouiet  operating.  Rush  order 
to  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  ana 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co.. 
926  N.  Cass  St..  Milwaukee.  Wis 

MONEY  TALKS!  We  offer  silent  Multi- 
blade rotor  blowers — size  12",  $17.00;  size 
18",  $31.50;  size  24",  $52.50;  size  30", 
$125.00.  We  manufacture  all  sizes  of  wash- 
ers and  pad  systems.  Get  our  prices  before 
you  buy.  Peterson  “Freezem”  Mfg.  & Sales 
Co , Victor  4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

BEAT  THE  HEAT  WITH  S.O.S.  “Ze- 
phyr-Coolaire”  blowers,  $39.50  up!  Grills, 
diffusers,  $8.00  up.  Immediate  shipment  of 
all  sizes,  rush  your  order.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


USED  CHAIRS — All  sized  lots;  all  prices. 
Big  bargains.  Repair  and  replace  parts  for 
all  makes  chairs.  STANLEY  THEATRE 
SUPPLY  CO.,  1235  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 


4.000  used  American.  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats:  excellent  condition:  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball.  Chicago.  111. 


A CHAIR  FOR  EVERY  THEATRE:  a 
price  for  every  pocket.  Greatest  assort- 
ment, famous  makes,  reconstructed,  re- 
finished. 14,658  available.  75c  up.  Photo- 
graphs, prices  free.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply 
Corp.,  New  York. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  Victor 
4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY — 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rods,  $5.80;  100.000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets. 
S14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1.000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St..  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


PARTNER  WANTED 

PARTNER  WANTED — For  a motion  pic- 
ture theatre  now  being  built  in  North  Car- 
olina town,  10,000  population.  Only  one 
small  theatre  operating  at  present.  Small 
investment  necessary.  Party  must  have 
theatre  experience:  otherwise  do  not  apply. 
B-1136,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  — Age,  34.  Sober, 
steady,  reliable.  Write  Harry  Benson, 
Ardmore,  South  Dakota. 

MANAGER  — Now  employed;  experi- 
enced, neighborhood  and  small  town  the- 
atre. Go  anywhere.  B-1137,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

PROJECTIONIST  — and  repair  man. 
References.  Go  anywhere.  Write  B-1131, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

LICENSED  PROJECTIONIST  — Sign 
writer;  mechanic.  Intelligent  hard  worker, 
15  years’  experience:  33  years  old:  mar- 
ried; reliable;  go  anywhere.  $28.00.  B-1132, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


BINGO  CARDS 

$2.00  Per  Thoiisand 

Write  today  ior  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4704  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  1,  1939 


e Address  cod.t  to  BOXOFFICE.  4804  E.  Ninth  .St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monda.v  noon  precedinjj  publication  date. 


BOXOFFICE  RFflCTIOnS 


It  isn't  at  all  difiiculi  to  sense  the  natural 
public  reaction  to  these  two  pictures.  One 
discourages  patronage — actually  drives  it 
away!  But  in  the  lower  picture  the  polarity 
is  completely  reversed  and  business  is  drawn 
instinctively  to  the  boxoffice  . . . Dealing 
factually  with  cause  and  effect;  digging  be- 
neath the  dated  superficialities  of  picture 
show  business  to  find  out  what  the  PUBLIC 
REALLY  WANTS,  the  editors  of  The  Modern 
Theatre  section  are  preparing  another  timely 
and  to-the-point  pronunciation  of  PROPERTY 
VALUES  . . . with  special  reference  to  the 
economy  angles  of  Midsummer  Modernization 
. . . Advocating  renovation  and  repairs — 
structural  improvements  made  NOW — for 
maximum  effect  on  Fall  business  vHth  mini- 
mum interference  to  operation  . . . Architec- 
ture, air  conditioning,  decorating,  outdoor 
display,  furnishing,  seating,  sanitation,  light- 
ing, floor  covering,  projection  and  sound  im- 
provements— analyzed  for  BOXOFFICE  RE- 
ACTIONS. 


July  22:  Fall 
Remodeling 
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WORLD’S  FAIR 
INFORMATION 
CENTER 

in  the  heart  of  Times  Square^  N.  Y. 


That  leaping  Lion  has  done  it  again! 
And  M'G'M  customers  win,  as  usual! 
When  your  patrons  come  to  New  York 
On  a World’s  Fair  visit 
They’ll  find  there’s  only 
One  Information  Service 
On  Broadway— at  the 
Crossroads  of  the  World! 

And  that’s  Leo’s! 

Watch  for  the  Special 
Trailer  for  your  screen, 

And  guest  cards  for  your 
Patrons  to  Leo  on  Broadway! 


TOPS 
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THE  END  CAME  SUDDENLY 


Always  the  kind  of  a business  which  speaks  before  it  acis,  it  must  be  a matter  of  some 
embarrassment  if  not  considerable  regret  for  the  industry  to  find  itself  now  striking  such 
an  emphatically  soft  pedal  on  the  subject  of  Americanism. 

Everyone  will  remember  the  situation  a few  months  ago.  Hitler,  Mussolini,  Munich  and 
those  two  boys — Chamberlain  and  Daladier — were  making  the  world  very  conscious  of  the 
consequences  of  treating  international  banditry  with  soft  words  and  sweet  music.  It  was  ' 
deplorable.  It  was  unfortunate.  It  was,  as  a matter  of  fact,  a whole  mess  of  things  and  ^ 
about  it  something  had  to  be  done  to  impress  the  masses  here  that  America  was  rich 
among  nations  and  that  it  couldn't  happen  here.  The  blessings  of  life  in  these  United  States 
had  to  be  stressed,  pointed  up,  talked  and  yelled  about  and  that  called  for  a formula.  Well, 
George  M.  Cohan  had  one  with  “Yankee  Doodle"  and  it  always  seemed  to  work.  , 

And  so  it  came  about,  as  everyone  must  remember,  that  Hollywood  got  the  word  to  let-  ■ 
itself  go.  Now  when  Hollywood  lets  itself  go,  nothing  short  of  hell  and  high  water  can  bring  ■ * 
a halt.  It  got  so  finally  that  there  came  a day  when  someone,  statistically  bent,  rummaged 
around  and  discovered  forty-two,  and  not  one  less,  features  either  were  in  work  or  planned  ' 
in  which  democracy  was  to  be  driven  into  the  consciousness  of  the  public  even  if  the  mes- 
sage ultimately  sprouted  out  of  both  ears. 

On  a bulk  program  as  sweeping  as  all  this,  naturally  a lot  of  things  began  to  happfen. 
Characters  stepped  out  of  character,  pointed  fingers  at  the  audience  and  spouted  Thomas  ■ 
Jefferson  and  Patrick  Henry;  then  they  remembered  the  script  called  for  something  or  other 
and  the  dramatic  thread,  torn  rudely  apart  and  with  little  warrant  by  this  time,  picked  up 
with  results  which  might  well  be  imagined. 

Came  the  time,  and  with  remarkable  speed  at  that,  when  the  public  which  can  read 
all  it  wants  about  American  statesmen  in  the  library  or  at  home,  began  to  yawn.  Between 
patriotism  thrown  at  them  in  strokes  as  broad  as  the  side  of  a barn,  hot  weather  and  a 
general  line  of  merchandise  that  has  done  everything  but  completely  collapse,  no  wonder 
ought  to  be  voiced  over  the  current  low  estate  of  the  boxoffice. 

Before  any  charges  of  sedition  are  filed,  it  should  be  said  this  column  and  its  conductor 
are  not  ones  to  poop  at  the  American  flag,  what  it  stands  for  or  the  values  of  the  demo- 
cratic existence.  This  space  has  made  itself  very  clear  indeed  on  the  job  it  feels  motion 
pictures  can  do  in  keeping  the  tenets  of  democracy  alive  and  vibrant.  It  has  done  so  to  a 
degree  where  accusation  falsely  insists  all  of  this  is  a desire  to  convert  a system  of  en- 
tertainment into  a mouthpiece  for  propaganda.  Those  critics  are  talking  through  their  collec- 
tive hats  and  their  opinion  causes  nary  a ripple  in  the  general  area  of  this  typewriter. 

The  point  having  to  do  with  all  of  this  unburdening  concerns  method,  as  well  as  pur- 
pose. No  one  can  successfully  argue  that  the  screen  should  not  do  everything  in  its  very 
considerable  power  to  maintain  and  to  perpetuate  the  good  things  in  the  American  scene. 

It  is  an  obligation  which  this  industry  must  forever  more  meet,  but  it  is  not  an  obligation 
that  can  be  met  by  heavy-handed  techniques  which,  in  their  final  analysis,  will  defeat  the 
issues  they  set  out  to  help. 

The  way  to  perform  is  to  proceed  in  honesty,  in  subtlety,  in  good  taste,  with  discretion 
and  with  intelligence. 

Let  the  strokes  b©  made  gently,  but  firmly.  ' ' 

See  to  it  that  their  application  is  adroit  and  smart. 

Give  the  public  its  codliver  oil  without  making  it  aware  of  what  is  happening. 

Then  see  how  well  an  essential  and  necessary  task  can  be  accomplished. 


PONDER  OVER  WHAT  CODE  CLAUSES  WILL  GO 
INTO  STANDARD  FORMS  OF  FILM  CONTRACTS 


None  of  Concessions  to 
Those  Who  Don't  Sign 
Arbitration  Pact 


New  York — Distributors  are  now  de- 
liberating what  code  concessions  will  go 
into  next  season’s  contracts.  Where  im- 
portant national  deals  are  being  made  and 
individual  contracts  written  differently 
from  the  printed  forms,  provisions  of  the 
trade  practice  code  are  being  incorpor- 
ated, it  is  learned.  These  include  can- 
cellations and  arbitration. 

It  is  pointed  out  none  of  the  code  con- 
cessions, such  as  the  20  per  cent  cancella- 
tion, which  is  regarded  as  the  most  im- 
portant, will  go  to  exhibitors  who  do  not 
sign  for  voluntary  arbitration.  Settling 
clearance  and  zoning  grievances  by  arbi- 
tration is  an  important  point  granted  un- 
der the  code,  it  is  held. 

With  only  a handful  of  independent  ex- 
hibitor contracts  signed  for  the  new  sea- 
son, distributors  are  promising  to  make 
the  code  retroactive,  if  and  when,  the 
majority  of  theatremen  adopt  the  trade 
practices.  What  will  happen  in  the  event 
the  code  fails  to  get  the  necessary  exhibi- 
tor support  to  make  it  applicable  no  one 
will  predict,  but  as  one  sales  manager  ex- 
pressed it,  “we  won’t  let  our  customers 
down.” 

No  Starting  Date  Set 

There  is  no  set  date  when  machinery  to 
set  up  boards  will  get  under  way.  Firstly, 
the  code  and  the  method  of  selecting  ar- 
bitrators must  be  approved  by  the  exhibi- 
tor units  which  participated  in  the  nego- 
tiations. Secondly,  distributors  are  plan- 
ning to  rewrite  their  forms  of  contracts 
to  include  some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
trade  practices  when  they  are  offered  with 
new  season’s  output.  Special  riders  for 
those  clauses  which  will  not  be  inserted 
in  regular  contracts  may  be  used. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  M-G-M  and  distributor  sub-com- 
mittee chairman,  in  the  next  few  days 
will  meet  with  his  committee  and  prob- 
ably a group  of  major  company  attorneys 
in  an  effort  to  work  out  a different  arbi- 
tration setup  for  clearance  and  zoning 
disputes.  No  meeting  has  been  held  since 
the  fourth  draft  was  sent  out  to  the  exhi- 
bitor negotiating  groups,  primarily  be- 
cause of  national  circuit  deals  in  work, 
such  as  the  M-G-M  arrangement  with 
National  Theatres  and  the  recently  con- 
cluded contract  between  the  same  circuit 
and  UA. 

Generally,  distributors  are  optimistic 
over  the  code  and  believe  it  will  be  accept- 
ed by  the  majority  of  independent  exhibi- 
tors, despite  Allied’s  rejection  in  Minnea- 
polis. Bearing  this  out  are  numerous  let- 
ters which  have  been  sent  by  Allied  mem- 
bers to  Rodgers  praising  him  for  his  work 


But  Myers  Was  There  Anyway 


Struggle  Over  Phraseology 
Of  Pact  Urtf^^r  Way  Again 

New  York — F^rst  of  a series  of  meetings 

between  Abram  F.  Mvers.  general  counsel 

for  Allied,  and  major  company  lawyers 

for  re-phrasing  of  the  language  of  the 

trade  practice  draft  got  under  way  late 

this  week. 

Myers  came  on  from  Washington  at  the 

suggestion  of  Robert  W.  Perkins,  general 

counsel  for  Warner,  who  made  the  ap- 

pointment for  dLstributor  attorneys.  Col 
Harry  A.  Cole.  Allied  president,  who  was 

still  in  town  at  the  time,  did  not  attend 

Also  from  Warner  and  sitting  in  on  the 
initial  session  with  Myers  was  I Howard 
Levinson,  whose  activities  have  centered 
mostly  on  the  arbitration  provisions  of  the 
draft  Austin  C.  Keough.  general  counsel 
for  Paramount,  and  Tyree  Dillard  jr  of 
the  M-G-M  legal  staff  were  among  th^ 
distributor  Inttry 
Distribyi^i*— ^ 

“In  order  to  appreciate  the  significance  of  these  changes,  most  of  which  ap- 
peared for  the  first  time  in  the  March  30  draft,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  your  committee  had  no  contact  with  Mr.  Rodgers’  group  after  Janu- 
ary 16  . . .” — Excerpt  from  the  code  rejection  report  of  Allied’s  negotiating 
committee. 

Reproduced  above  is  a story  carried  in  Boxoffice,  March  18.  It  proves  that 
while  Allied  may  have  a technical  out  in  that  its  committee  may  not  have 
met  with  the  distributors’  committee,  Abram  F.  Myers,  at  least,  was  in  touch 
with  the  situation  and  presumably  working  actively  with  major  company 
lawyers  on  behalf  of  his  own  constituents  along  the  lines  of  code  language 
revision. 


first  approves  and  individual  units  are  in 
accord  on  the  final  draft 

Warner  division,  district  and  bi'anch 
managers,  in  addition  to  other  home  of- 
fice executives  attending  the  three-day 
convention  at  the  Waldorf  here  during  the 
week,  heard  Gradwell  L Sears,  general 
sales  manager,  outline  various  phases  of 
the  proposed  draft.  Selling  for  the  new 
season  will  be  conducted  with  these  ideas 
in  mind 

Sears  also  holds  that,  regard 
lied’s  action,  distributors 
cessions  outjij 
hibitors 

Wi 

foji 


on  behalf  of  the  code  and  the  stand  he 
took  at  Minneapolis.  On  letter,  in  parti- 
cular, from  an  Allied  member  in  good 
standing  disagrees  with  the  “railroading” 
tactics  charged  to  Allied  in  its  report  at 
the  annual  convention.  There  are  others, 
heartening  to  distributors,  and  along  the 
same  lines,  lending  weight  to  the  belief 
that  many  in  the  exhibitor  organization 
will  accept  the  advantages  being  offered. 

There  will  be  no  funther  meetings  or 
deliberations  with  Allied  insofar  as  Rod- 
gers is  concerned  and  the  general  impres- 
sion is  that  none  of  the  members  of  the 
distributors’  committee  will  discuss  the 
code  with  the  Allied  group. 

Before  Rodgers  went  to  Minneapolis,  he 
had  been  assured  by  a number  of  dyed- 
in-the-wool  Allied  leaders  he  would  be 
given  a fair  deal.  The  results  at  the  ex- 
hibitor convention  were  far  from  that,  it 
is  claimed,  with  “Allied  closing  its  doors 
to  further  negotiations”  by  its  report. 
However,  on  the  other  side.  Allied  men 
claim  Rodgers  slammed  the  door  by  walk- 
ing out  with  his  committee. 

In  a “dignified  statement”  issued  by 


Rodgers,  he  states,  “It  was  quite  apparent 
to  distributors  from  the  very  outset  of  the 
negotiations  last  October  that  some  of  the 
Allied  representatives  participating  in  the 
negotiations  did  not  want  a code  in  any 
form.”  It  is  known  that  a “bombastic” 
reply  to  Allied  had  been  contemplated,  but 
distributors  decided  to  treat  the  exhibi- 
tor group  in  a “dignified”  manner  after 
the  heat  of  the  Minneapolis  excitement 
died  down. 

“Contrary  to  the  statements  contained 
in  the  Allied  report,”  Rodgers’  statement 
continues,  “the  code  covers,  not  substan- 
tially, but  wholly,  every  single  item  dis- 
cussed and  agreed  upon  with  the  Allied 
committee.  In  addition,  the  code  also  con- 
tains many  other  provisions  favorable  to 
exhibitors  that  were  not  even  requested 
of  the  distributors.” 

Rodgers  then  goes  on  to  outline  the  var- 
ious meetings  with  Allied  and  its  counsel, 
Abram  F.  Myers,  after  February  7,  al- 
though Allied  stated  no  contact  had  been 
had  since  the  January  16  meeting  with 
the  exhibitors’  committee  and  receipt  of 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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ESTIMATED  35%  DROP  IN  GROSS  SEEN  INDUCING 
HOT  WEATHER  SHUTDOWNS  BEYOND  NORMAL 


Key  Center  First-Runs 
Also  Place  Blame  on 
Product  Shortage 

New  York  — Acceleration  of  summer 
closings  past  the  normal  seasonal  rate  is 
indicated  as  reports  from  the  field  reveal 
considerable  pessimism  over  business  cou- 
pled with  the  unusually  hot  weather  that 
characterized  this  spring. 

In  key  centers  where  first-runs  are 
shuttering  for  the  first  time  in  their  his- 
tory, the  blame  is  placed  on  shortage  of 
product  as  well  as  a general  slump  in  bus- 
iness which  some  distributors  estimate  is 
as  high  as  35  per  cent. 

Customary  darkenings  are  current  in 
many  of  the  subsequent  spots  all  over  the 
country.  None  of  the  affiliated  circuits 
reports  anything  but  seasonal  closings. 

Loew’s  out-of-town  houses  rarely  go  be- 
yond the  closing  of  the  Lyric,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  Such  is  the  case  this  year.  With 
virtually  but  one  unit  in  a town,  the  cir- 
cuit setup  is  such  that  summer  closings  are 
few  and  far  between,  a spokesman  de- 
clares. All  theatres  in  the  metropolitan 
area  with  the  exception  of  the  Hollywood, 
Manhattan,  remain  open  during  the  sum- 
mer, he  adds. 

A corresponding  situation  exists  at  Na- 
tional Theatres.  Units  which  lack  cool- 
ing systems,  and  unimportant  runs,  are 
shuttered.  The  usual  practice  is  to  close 
from  10  to  15  houses,  none  of  which  fig- 
ures prominently  in  this  circuit’s  opera- 
tions. 

More  Independents  Close 

Closings  among  Paramount  theatres  are 
strictly  a local  problem  and  decided  by 
respective  operators,  an  executive  states. 
At  present,  trend  information  on  affiliat- 
ed theatres  is  meagre.  The  Strand  in 
downtown  Brooklyn,  operated  by  Si  Fa- 
bian in  a three-way  pool  with  Paramount 
and  Warner,  recently  closed  for  the  first 
time  in  its  history. 

The  Warner  circuit,  reports  one  spokes- 
man, will  have  no  closings  for  the  sum- 
mer. 

RKO  has  closed  eight,  two  in  the  Great- 
er New  York  area,  which  is  average  for 
this  circuit.  The  houses  are  the  Alden, 
Jamaica;  Central,  Yonkers;  Strand,  Syra- 
cuse; Trent,  Trenton;  Albee,  Providence; 
Majestic,  Columbus;  Orpheum,  Kansas 
City,  and  the  Orpheum,  Champagne,  111. 

Local  padlocking  by  the  independents 
shows  a slight  increase  over  last  year. 
Over  35  have  been  shut  down  for  the  sea- 
son. This  was  slightly  unusual  for  late 
June. 

Closing  of  W.  A.  Steffes’  highly  success- 
ful World  in  downtown  Minneapolis 
may  usher  in  a succession  of  such 
closings,  according  to  present  indications. 
Lack  of  suitable  product  is  given  as  the 
reason. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  may  be 


Six  List  16  Reissues 
For  Summer  Season 

New  York — Six  major  companies  have 
designated  a total  of  16  features  for  sum- 
mer reissues.  Paramount  and  Warner  have 
not  listed  any  as  yet. 

M-G-M  has  “San  Francisco,”  “Mutiny 
on  the  Bounty,”  “The  Champ”  and  “Rose 
Marie.”  RKO  lists  “Of  Human  Bondage,” 
“The  Lost  Squadron,”  “Lost  Patrol”  and 
“Star  at  Midnight.” 

United  Artists  is  reissuing  “The  Hurri- 
cane,” “Elephant  Boy”  and  “A  Star  Is 
Born.”  Columbia  has  “The  Awful  Truth” 
and  “Lost  Horizon.”  For  the  late  sum- 
mer, Universal  has  scheduled  “My  Man 
Godfrey”  and  “The  Old  Dark  House.” 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  re-selling 
“Cavalcade”  in  selected  situations. 


forced  to  close  two  of  its  loop  houses 
shortly  unless  a better  run  of  product  be- 
comes available.  Another  likely  to  go 
dark  in  Minneapolis  is  the  Palace,  a de 
luxe  subsequent  run  seating  1,900.  It  dis- 
continued week-end  vaudeville  two  weeks 
ago.  I 

In  the  northwest  as  a whole  there  have 
been  more  summer  closings  than  at  any 
corresponding  time  in  recent  years.  Ex- 
hibitors complain  business  now  is  the 
worst  in  more  than  five  years. 

The  Tower,  Kansas  City,  has  closed 
after  five  years  of  operation.  It  is  a Fox 
Midwest  unit.  Fanchon  and  Marco  is 
planning  to  close  one  or  more  of  its  St. 
Louis  houses. 

The  Great  Lakes  circuit  of  Chicago  has 


New  York — What  the  RKO  Radio  play- 
ers are  down  for  on  the  1939-40  production 
schedule  as  currently  annomiced  is  shown 
in  the  following  breakdown: 

John  Archer — “Distant  Fields.” 

Lucille  Ball — “Cross  Country  Romance.” 

Bobby  Breen — Star  in  two  untitled. 

Bob  Burns — “Allegheny  Frontier.” 

Joseph  Calleia — Featured  ip  “Full  Con- 
fession.” 

Richard  Dix — Star  in  “Marines  in  the 
Air”  and  “Reno.” 

Sally  Eilers — Featured  in  “Full  Confes- 
sion.” 

Edward  Ellis — Star  in  “Three  Sons”  and 
“Village  Scandal.” 

Janies  Ellison — “Cross  Country  Ro- 
mance.” 

Cary  Grant — Star  in  “Passport  to  Life.” 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke — “Allegheny  Fron- 
tier.” 


Theatre  Building  Seems 
Unaffected;  South  Is 
Seen  Setting  Pace 

darkened  four  downstate  houses,  the  Fox, 
Aurora;  Rex,  Chicago  Heights;  Rialto, 
Waukegan,  and  Palace,  Peoria.  The 
Schoenstadt  circuit  of  Chicago  is  closing 
four  and  the  Panorama,  Chicago,  already 
is  off  the  exchanges’  books. 

In  upstate  New  York,  Myer  and  Louis 
Schine  closed  the  Palace,  Watertown;  Pon- 
tiac, Ogdensburg;  Regent,  Amsterdam. 
The  Palace  only  operated  weekends.  The 
Strand,  Watertown;  Hippodrome,  Little 
Falls;  Lansing,  North  Troy  and  Adiron- 
dack, Speculator,  are  the  other  upstate 
houses  to  close. 

The  Cataract,  Niagara  Falls,  has  closed 
for  six  weeks.  It  is  operated  by  Charles 
Hayman  under  a first  run  policy.  Sidney 
Dwore  has  curtained  the  Palace,  Schen- 
ectady, for  the  summer. 

On  the  brighter  side,  are  undiminishing 
reports  of  theatre  construction  in  a num- 
ber of  territories.  The  south  has  been 
particularly  active  as  are  a number  of 
other  sectors.  Remodeling  continues  un- 
abated and  with  a great  deal  of  vigor. 

Also  the  influx  of  tourists  to  the  lake 
regions  of  Wisconsin  and  the  coast  re- 
sorts of  New  England  as  far  up  as  Port- 
land, Me.,  has  been  the  signal  for  the  re- 
opening of  theatres  catering  to  summer 
visitors.  Also  the  shore  and  mountain  re- 
sorts, which  usually  enjoy  from  ten  weeks 
to  three  months  vacation  patronage. 


Jean  Hersholt — Star  in  series  of  three, 
first  being  “Meet  Dr.  Christian.” 

Tim  Holt — Star  in  “Sunset.” 

Leslie  Howard — Star  in  “The  Man  Who 
Lost  Himself.” 

Guy  Kibbee — Star  in  series  of  three 
based  on  C.  Budington  Kelland’s  “Scatter- 
good  Baines.” 

Charles  Laughton — Star  in  “Hunchback 
of  Notre  Dame.” 

Laurel  and  Hardy — Star  in  “The  Plying 
Deuces.” 

Carole  Lombard — Star  in  “Vigil  in  the 
Night.” 

Victor  McLaglen — Star  in  “Full  Confes- 
sion.” 

Raymond  Massey — Star  in  “Abe  Lincoln 
in  Illinois.” 

Anna  Neagle — Star  in  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell.” 

(Continued  on  page  14) 


Who  They  Are,  What  They’ll 
Do  at  RKO  for  Next  Season 
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"With  Ginger  Rogers  set- 
tina  o devastating  pace,  a 

ho.  ?,h..  P™.hM  i"*'  '*• 
Mh.k  H.ir  xl"  " ' 

iope  that  deserves  some 

Ihrng  better  than  force  clas- 

■'  . jf  is  comed/i 

sification  . . • ■ 

simple  if  not  always  pure. 
ancT we  must  call  it  one  o 
the  season’s  gayest  shows. 

_Frank  S.  Nugent 


LATE  CITY 
EDITION 


"As  inspired  a produe~ 
fion  as  you  will  often 
witness  ...I  recommend 
if  as  a vastly  satisfying 
entertainment , •.Wheth- 
er Ginger  is  dancing  in  a 
jitterbug  contest  or  be- 
ing a Cinderella  who 
marries  her  rich  em- 
ployer's soil,  she  is  an 
utter  delight." 

— Howard  Barnes 


Blue  Streak 
*****’'*«'* 


7ra  SPORTS 


'Not  this  year  and  not  last 
has  an  audience  laughed 
as  it  does  at  'Bachelor 
Mother.'  It  hits  on  all 
sixteen  cylinders,  be- 
coming a powerhouse 
of  amusement.  Ten  to  one 
it  will  prove  itself  to  have 
been  the  best  screen  com- 
edy of  1939.  If  another  pic- 
ture comes  along  to  prove  p v 
this  department  a liar,  it 
will  be  a pleasure  to  die 

laughing.  ^^^N^^^k^^te-Telegram 

Archer  Winsten 

"Witty  dialogue,  speed,  slick 
direction  and  capital  per- 
formances make  it  one  of  the 
most  amusing  screen  frol- 
ics of  the  year  . . . Situa- 
tions which  frequently 
skip  dangerously  over 
thin  ice  are  not  only  hi- 
lariously funny  but  also 
always  in  unimpeachable 
good  taste.  A film  that  has 
•Just  the  proper  nonsense  | Ispark/e,  liveliness  and 
...neat... completely  frivo-  I |fu„/ 

lous,  and  just  the  thing  to  t — William  Boehnel 

take  your  mind  off  Fourth 
of  July  excitements  . . . Will 
keep  you  highly  amused." 

— Eileen  Creelman 


HOME  EDITION 


a 


M of  errors  . • • 

My  0+  I 

he  cast  and  Di- 
son  Kanin  . • • 
f her  best  in  the 
„d  she  is  SP'®"- 
orted  by  Oo^ii 
varies  Coburn, 

acaii  and  E*  ^ 


Cameron 


•asuau! 


^Journal  American 


DAILVpIMIRROR 


Applying  the  simple  charm 
which  distinguished  his  'A 
Man  To  Remember'  and  'The 
Great  Man  Votes/  Direc- 
tor Kanin  makes  'Bachelor 
Mother'  a delightful  farce 
. . . As  suitable  for  the 
family  trade  as  for  the 
smart  set . . . Filled  with  sly 
humor  and  genuine  charm. 
Adds  further  luster  to  one 
of  Hollywood's  newer 
directorial  names." 

— Bland  Johaneson 


^ thoroughly  enterfaiaiug 
‘on^ody  . . . yotes  ifs  ploce 
« one  of  the  high  spots  of 
the  movies'  Summer  season 
-.A  smooth  succession  of 
hilarious  incidents  . . . 

players  are  exactiy  suited 
o the  roles,  and  its  writing 

genuinely  humorous.  You 
wi//  enjoy  it/' 

■Rose  Pelswick 
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The  MAJORS'  peeve  at  Allied  on 
code  rejection  is  no  passing 
matter,  if  anyone  happens  to  have 
ideas  to  the  contrary.  The  lengthy, 
and  very  official,  statement  fine- 
combed  by  lawyers  prior  to  its  re- 
lease on  behalf  of  the  distributors' 
negotiating  committee  rather  thor- 
oughly dissipates  such  speculation. 
There  is  an  air  of  finality  about  the 
matter,  insofar  as  Allied,  the  organ- 
ization, is  concerned  as  any  reading 
of  the  text  will  quickly  convey. 

Allied,  the  organization,  is,  more- 
over, exactly  the  way  to  put  it.  The 
majors,  and  BOXOFFICE  has  been 
reporting  it  faithfully  and  regularly, 
have  no  argument  with  individual 
theatremen.  In  fact,  they  want  all 
of  the  approval  of  the  code  they  can 
get.  Thus,  their  final  paragraph: 

"Every  exhibitor  in  the  United 
States,  independent,  affiliated, 
whether  a member  of  an  organ- 
ization or  not,  is  extended  a cor- 
dial invitation  to  accept  the 
code.  We  hope  that  all  will 
participate,  irrespective  of  their 
affiliations." 

Armor  Dents 

Registering  their  burn-up,  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  much  is  made 
of  Allied's  negotiating  committee 
and  its  report  of  rejection  prepared 
the  day  before  the  much-ballyhooed 
open  forum  had  a chance  to  get  un- 
der way.  This  salient  break  in  what- 
ever Allied  armor  is  around  was 
pointed  out  editorially  in  BOX- 
OFFICE  recently,  but,  to  add  to  the 
gayety  of  politics,  the  distributors' 
comment  is  worth  reporting.  Say 
they: 

"The  distributors  were  heard 
on  Wednesday,  June  14,  and 
the  following  day  learned  to 
their  amazement  that  the  Allied 
board  had  previously  accepted 
their  negotiating  committee's 
recommendation  to  reject  the 
code  and  the  rejection  was  ac- 
cordingly decided  the  day  be- 
fore the  distributors  had  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard. 

"It  was  quite  apparent  to  the 
distributors  from  the  very  outset 
of  the  negotiations  in  October 
last  that  some  of  the  Allied  rep- 
resentatives participating  in  the 
negotiations  did  not  want  a code 
in  any  form." 

On  the  charge  that  new  clauses 


or  new  language  not  hitherto  dis- 
cussed had  crept  into  the  June  10, 
or  fourth,  draft  the  majors  throw 
down  this  gauntlet: 

''Frequent  references  are  made  in 
the  report  to  the  effect  that  this  or 
that  clause  appears  for  the  first  time 
in  the  March  30  draft,  but  not  one 
word  is  said  about  the  fact  that  Al- 
lied's general  counsel  was  invited  on 
January  16  to  prepare  a draft  in  lan- 
guage more  suitable  to  Allied;  that 
Allied's  general  counsel  submitted 
such  a draft  on  February  7;  that  Al- 
lied's general  eounsel  (after  the  Al- 
lied negotiation  committee  ceased 
functioning)  came  to  New  York  and 
conferred  with  distributors'  attorneys 
regarding  the  draft  of  Allied's  general 
counsel  and  that  the  draft  of  June  10 
contains  much  of  the  language  and 
suggestions  of  Allied.  Yet  the  state- 
ment is  made  that  Allied  had  no  con- 
tact with  distributors  between  the 
January  16  meeting  and  the  receipt 
of  the  March  30  draft.” 

Minneapolis,  further,  saw  an  un- 
dercurrent of  fuss  and  bother  about 
the  preamble  to  the  June  10  draft. 
Allied  men,  or  some  of  them,  viewed 
it  as  a relinquishment  of  the  thea- 
tremen's  rights  on  future  law-mak- 
ing activities.  The  majors  say  the 
February  7 draft,  prepared  by  Al- 
lied's counsel,  carried  a preamble 
"which  provided  that  the  distribu- 
tors were  to  sign  the  code  and  thus 
become  bound  to  observe  the  prin- 
ciples, policies  and  practices  there 
set  forth,  but  did  not  provide  for  the 
signing  of  such  code  by  exhibitors 
or  exhibitor  groups,  and  their  being 
bound,  too."  They  argue,  and  it 
would  appear  to  be  with  some  jus- 
tice, this  was  one-sided  and  unfair 
and  thereafter  prepared  a pream- 
ble in  new  form  "which  provided 
that  the  exhibitors  and  organized 
groups  of  exhibitors  as  well  as  the 
distributors  should  sign  the  code  and 
be  bound  thereby." 

And  Hereafter 

At  any  rate,  the  formula  by  which 
clearance  tangles  can  be  adjudica- 
ted is  now  well  under  adjustment. 
The  majors  feel  they  can  begin  to 
move  quickly  on  the  extended  job 
of  setting  up  boards.  Their  whole 
attitude,  reflecting  their  intent,  is  to 
go  ahead  as  quickly  as  it  is  possible 
and  forget  Allied  ever  played  a part 
in  code  formulation. 

Those  majors  get  very  determined 
from  time  to  time. 
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“You  are  planning  a trip  to  New  York  this  summer?  You 
want  hotel  reservations  made  for  you.  You  want  to  know  the 
^easiest  way  to  get  to  the  World’s  Fair,  the  highlights  of  the 
Fair.  You  want  to  know  how  to  get  to  Jones  Beach,  to  Coney 
Island,  to  West  Point,  to  the  Empire  State  Building.  You  want  to  know  the 
restaurants  with  the  best  food  at  the  most  reasonable  price. 

“All  right... Fm  here  in  a fine,  big,  comfortable  hostess  suite  on  the  Ninth  Floor 
of  the  Paramount  Building  on  Times  Square,  ready  to  help  you,  your  family,  or 
your  friends  enjoy  and  get  the  most  out  of  their  trip  to  New  York  this  summer. 

“And  if  it’s  'business  as  usual’  for  you  while  in  town,  Fll  be  glad  to  assist  you 
with  stenographic  or  secretarial  service.  In  short.  I’m  here  to  give  you  the  same 
neighborly,  friendly  service  which  for  25  years  has  characterized  every  dealing  of 
this  great  Paramount  organization.’’ 
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N.  Y.  IND'P'TS  RESENTFUL  OVER  DRIVE  FOR 
HIGHER  PRICES;  MAY  HGHT  RY  GOING  SINGLE 

Plan  Already  Gets  Test  xjj^  Lfnes  Up  Nine  Attractions 

In  Scattered  Spots; 

Vodvil  Included  In  Its  Top  1939-40  Division 


New  York — Independent  exhibitors  in 
this  territory  are  resentful  over  the  drive 
of  major  distributors  to  increase  rentals 
for  the  new  season  and  say  they  are  going 
to  retaliate.  There  is  a plan  afoot  to  toss 
out  second  features,  either  replacing  them 
with  flesh  attractions,  or  making  a go  of 
it  with  one  film  and  shorts. 

The  plan  is  now  in  the  whispering  stage. 
Tete-a-tetes  over  luncheon  tables,  casual 
conversations  in  exchange  corridors  and 
pointed  remarks  during  otherwise  normal 
business  calls  are  pointing  the  way.  The 
film-vaudeville  approach  is  already  get- 
ting experimental  treatment  in  isolated 
spots.  Operators  who  have  tried  it  are 
reporting  to  others  the  exact  cost  of  the 
venture.  In  one  instance,  this  report  is 
supposed  to  have  divulged  that  five  acts, 
including  one  fairly  well-known  “name,” 
as  well  as  five  musicians  and  a licensed 
stage  hand  cost  the  theatre  as  little  as 
$65  for  a one-night  stand  and  $115  for 
two  nights. 

Along  with  the  report  went  the  hint  the 
musicians  and  stagehands  unions  are  more 
than  anxious  to  “play  ball”  to  get  some 
of  their  men  back  to  work,  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  “take  a poke”  at  major 
circuits  for  spurning  all  attempts  at  con- 
ciliating the  unions’  demands  for  relieving 
unemployment. 

Boost  Tops  200% 

Although  this  particular  operator  ad- 
mitted the  cost  of  the  vaudeville,  music 
and  stagehand  totaled  more  than  that  of 
an  “ordinary”  second  feature,  boxoffice 
returns  were  more  than  200  per  cent  above 
the  usual  two-picture  program  take.  He 
attributes  the  increase  directly  to  the  stage 
venture. 

The  attitude  of  the  musicians  and  stage- 
hands unions  in  offering  “fullest  co- 
operation,” according  to  this  exhibitor, 
even  embraced  the  offer  of  three  musicians 
instead  of  the  customary  five  and  one 
stagehand  instead  of  the  usual  two-man 
minimum. 

There  appears  to  be  no  fear  over  any 
dire  results  should  independents  resort  to 
wholesale  cancelling  of  second  features. 
In  order  to  foster  a single  picture  policy, 
which  would  naturally  call  for  top  attrac- 
tions only,  operators  know  they  would 
have  no  cause  to  ask  for  an  adjustment 
of  the  payoff  on  the  lone  attraction.  In 
other  words,  if  an  exhibitor  books  a 35 
per  cent  picture  to  head  his  dual  show, 
and  couples  it  with  a second  feature,  usual- 
ly flat,  this  procedure,  as  a matter  of 
course,  it  is  pointed  out,  invariably  brings 
the  cost  of  the  top  film  below  the  35  per 
cent  allocation. 

In  order  to  pursue  a single  film  policy, 
the  exhibitor  knows  he  is  going  to  have 
to  pay  the  full  35  per  cent.  But,  the 


New  York — UA  is  offering  a minimum 
of  nine  in  its  top  bracket  for  the  new 
season.  Among  them  are  “They  Shall  Have 
Music”  and  “The  Real  Glory”  from  Samuel 
Goldwyn;  “Intermezzo,”  “Rebecca”  and  one 
untitled  from  David  O.  Selznick;  “The 
Californian”  from  Douglas  Fairbanks  sr., 
and  one  each  from  Walter  Wanger,  Edward 
Small  and  Hal  Roach. 

The  two  Goldwyns,  originally  on  the  cur- 
rent season  schedule,  already  have  been 
sold  in  approximately  8,000  accounts. 

Deals  for  percentages  and  flat  rentals 
vary  with  the  circuits,  independent  opera- 
tors and  other  situations  involved,  it  is 
pointed  out,  with  flexibility  of  policy  fav- 
ored as  negotiations  are  carried  on.  In 
some  situations,  it  is  understood  exhibi- 
tors are  asking  that  the  Goldwyns  and 
Selznicks  only  be  listed  in  the  top  bracket 
and  the  Fairbanks,  Wanger,  Small  and 
Roach  specials  in  the  next  highest  bracket. 

Im  all,  the  distributor  is  offering  a total 
of  36,  with  each  producer’s  output  for  the 
new  season  being  made  available  along 
with  pictures  promised  for  the  current 
season  and  not  either  produced  or  released. 

The  breakdown  of  each  producer  and  the 
pictures  to  be  made  available  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Charles  Chaplin — “The  Dictators.” 


argument  runs,  the  exhibitor  is  going  to  be 
more  than  willing  to  pay  the  full  per- 
centage if  he  gets  product  commensurate 
with  percentage  allocations.  The  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  says  he  is  willing  to 
pay  any  reasonable  figure  if  the  picture 
earns  its  rental. 

And  he  sees  himself  getting  a more 
selective  choice,  if,  by  halving  the  number 
of  pictures  necessary  on  a single  bill  pol- 
icy, he  can  eliminate  two  or  three  com- 
panies entirely.  The  view  of  an  indepen- 
dent operator  who  has  been  experiment- 
ing with  singles  and  who  declares  he  will 
need  but  four  companies’  nroduct  rather 
than  six,  is  that  90  per  cent  of  pictures 
now  released  are  suitable  for  no  other 
than  secondary  positions  anyv.-ay  and  that 
with  switching  going  on  indiscriminately 
he  is  actually  being  charged  for  first 
class  attractions  while  getting  the  reverse. 

“Cost  of  film  alone  runs  between  40  and 
50  per  cent,”  another  independent  exhibi- 
tor complains.  “With  other  normal  ex- 
penses the  cost  to  operate  my  house  today 
is  about  60  per  cent.  And  now  distributors 
are  telling  us  they  are  being  forced  to 
ask  higher  prices  for  next  season  due  to 
increased  budgets.  They  must  be  siUy  to 
think  we  will  stand  for  it.” 

His  view  continues:  “If  all  independents 
joined  in  adopting  a single  feature  policy 


David  O.  Selznick — “Rebecca,”  “Inter- 
mezzo” and  a third  unnamed  film. 

Alexander  Korda — “Sinner”  and  “Jungle 
Boy,”  which  are  new,  and  “Over  the 
Moon,”  “Thief  of  Bagdad”  and  “Four 
Feathers,”  which  appeared  on  the  current 
schedule. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  — “They  Shall  Have 
Music”  and  “The  Real  Glory,”  scheduled 
for  this  season. 

Walter  Wanger — “The  House  Across  the 
Bay,”  “My  Personal  Life,”  “Whose  Wife” 
and  “Send  Another  Coffin,”  new  produc- 
tions, and  “Winter  Carnival,”  on  the  cur- 
rent program. 

Edward  Small — “My  Son,  My  Son,”  “Two 
Years  Before  the  Mast,”  “Quantrill,  the 
Raider,”  “Valentino,”  and  “Food  for  the 
Gods,”  new  films,  and  “Kit  Carson,  Aven- 
ger,” “South  of  Pago  Pago”  and  “Man  in 
the  Iron  Mask”  on  this  season’s  schedule. 

Hal  Roach — “The  Housekeeper’s  Daugh- 
ter,” “Of  Mice  and  Men,”  “Turnabout,” 
“Captain  Caution”  and  “1,000,000  B.  C.,” 
new  productions,  and  four  Laurel  and 
Hardy  four-reelers,  the  first  of  which  will 
be  “A  Chump  at  Oxford,”  sold  on  the 
current  program. 

Douglas  Fairbanks  sr. — “Californian.” 

Sol  Lesser — “Ovu  Town.” 

Ernst  Lubitsch — An  unnamed  picture. 


one  thing  would  surely  happen  to  dis- 
tributors to  bring  them  aroimd.  They 
would  be  faced  with  a terrific  oversupply 
of  pictures.  Perhaps,  then,  they  would 
adopt  a more  liberal  attitude.” 

But,  as  in  past  years  when  independent 
operators  have  found  themselves  in  the 
same  boat,  they  again  appear  to  be  with- 
out a pilot  to  navigate  them  around  the 
shoals.  There  seems  to  be  substantial  in- 
dividual resentment  toward  sales  policies, 
yet  nothing  like  a mass  movement  to 
break  them  down  is  in  sight. 

Acting  individually,  however,  indei>en- 
dent  operators  say  they  still  have  a 
weapon  and,  although  it  may  not  resolve 
itself  to  larger  bank  accounts,  it  may 
prove  costly  to  some  distributors.  The 
theory  here  is  that  by  buying  fewer  con- 
tracts the  company  that  finally  run;  up 
the  least  sales  may  capitulate  and  lorget 
about  asking  increases. 

Here  is  the  gist  of  the  point  as  pre- 
sented by  an  independent  exhibitor:  “I’ve 
watched  the  announcements  of  those 
companies  that  have  held  sales  conven- 
tions and  each  has  hoisted  the  cost  of 
film.  M-G-M  is  selling  10  at  35  per  cent 
and  10  at  30  per  cent,  whereas  there  were 
only  eight  in  each  of  these  brackets  this 
season.  Herman  Wotaber  made  no  bones 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Fealures  Up  lo  524, 
And  May  Reach  600 

New  York  — Ten  distributors  declare 
themselves  to  a total  of  524  features  and 
592  shorts  for  the  new  season.  This  rep- 
resents an  increase  of  17  features  over 
commitments  by  the  same  companies  for 
the  season  now  about  to  close. 

With  scattered  independents  to  be  heard 
from,  indications  are  that  the  total  output 
available  to  the  domestic  exhibitor  may 
possibly  aggregate  600.  GB  appears  to 
be  out  of  the  running  and  Grand  Na- 
tional is  endeavoring  to  work  out  its  pro- 
duction and  release  plans.  GB  put  itself 
down  for  24  at  the  advent  of  this  season 
and  GN.  52.  Nothing  like  the  promise  was 
delivered. 

Within  the  past  few  years,  the  inde- 
pendent market,  with  the  exception  of  Re- 
public and  Monogram,  has  shown  a de- 
cided slack  with  state  rights  exchanges 
making  all  efforts  to  encourage  production, 
but  without  noticeable  results.  Ben  Judell 
recently  declared  he  would  produce  36, 
starting  in  December,  with  Sig  Neufeld  in 
charge  of  production.  The  net  results  from 
independent  producers  without  national 
outlets  for  the  current  season  is  estimated 
at  less  than  50,  according  to  some  state 
right  operators,  but  if  Judell  and  a few 
others  who  have  big  production  plans  in 
view  come  through,  the  number  from  this 
source  will  swell  considerably  next  season. 

Includes  Foreigns 

The  less  than  600  features  includes  the 
number  to  be  brought  from  the  other  side 
by  both  majors  and  independents.  From 
312  to  416  are  necessary  for  exhibitors 
with  twin  bills  making  three  and  four 
changes  a week.  Tlris  supply  is  met,  pro- 
vided the  eight  majors  and  two  independ- 
ents come  through  with  announced  or  an- 
ticipated schedules  which  now  aggregate 
524,  including  90  shoot- ’em-ups. 

However,  in  the  thickly  competitive 
areas,  such  as  New  York,  the  total  figure 
will  bring  on  demands  for  reissues,  such  has 
been  the  case  in  a number  of  local  situ- 
ations. Films  as  old  as  seven  years  and 
more  have  been  dusted  off  and  find  a 
temporary  haven  on  42nd  St.  and  in  sev- 
eral other  spots.  Alphabetically,  the  fol- 
lowing companies  have  listed  these  fea- 
tures and  shorts: 

Columbia  will  have  56  features  of  which 
16  will  be  westerns  and  130  shorts.  Four 
serials,  the  same  as  the  current  season,  are 
listed. 

M-G-M  will  range  from  44  to  52  features, 
while  shorts  next  season  will  total  79,  as 
compared  with  92  this  season. 

Monogram  is  down  for  54,  including  24 
western.  Its  regular  consignment  of  fea- 
tures is  being  increased  from  26  to  30. 

Paramount  stays  at  58  again,  but  its 
shorts  will  drop  from  98  to  85. 

Republic  shrinks  from  55  to  50  features 
of  which  24  will  be  westerns.  This  com- 
pany also  lists  four  serials. 

RKO  increases  from  54  to  60  which  in- 
cludes six  westerns  and  two  specials.  Its 
shorts  remain  constant  at  94. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  reduces  from  56 
to  52  with  shorts  continuing  unchanged  at 
52. 

United  Artists  promises  a maximum  of 


Bang-Bangs  Jump 
To  90  for  '39-40 

New  York — Six  companies  promise  90 
westerns  for  1939-40.  This  is  the  low- 


down: 

Columbia  16 

Monogram  24 

Paramount  6 

Republic  24 

RKO  G 

Universal  14 

Total  90 


The  same  lineup  of  companies  in  the 
season  now  closing  was  committed  to 
deliver  80.  Columbia,  Paramount,  Re- 
public, and  RKO  continue  without 
change  next  season  while  Monogram 
jumps  from  16  to  24  because  of  eight 
John  Wayne  reissues  as  Universal  in- 
creases from  12  to  14. 


36,  including  a series  of  four  Laurel  and 
Hardy  comedies  each  in  four  reels. 

Universal  increases  from  52  to  58,  in- 
cluding 14  westerns.  There  will  be  66 
shorts,  or  an  increase  of  one,  a special  call- 
ed “March  of  Freedom”  in  three  reels, 
over  this  year.  Serials  total  four,  as  in  the 
current  year. 

Warners  will  shave  its  total  by  four  to 
a final  court  of  48.  Shorts  run  to  86  as 
compared  with  134  this  season. 

The  newsreel  situation,  of  course,  re- 
mains unchanged  with  104  issues  for  the 
year  scheduled  each  from  M-G-M,  Para- 
mount, 20th-Pox,  RKO  and  Universal. 

See  Early  Solution  of 
Nova  Scotia  Tangle 

Toronto — Distributors  here  are  of  the 
opinion  the  Nova  Scotia  situation,  threat- 
ening an  act  by  the  legislature  providing 
penalties  for  alleged  unjust  discrimination, 
is  due  to  be  cleared  up. 

Tw’o  important  meetings  on  the  matter 
were  held  in  Halifax,  following  which  a 
spokesman  said  they  had  produced  “some 
understanding  between  the  exhibitors  and 
exchanges  which  would  enable  them  to 
reach  a working  basis.”  The  sessions  were 
said  to  concern  booking  and  clearance. 


First  Runs  in  L.  A. 
May  Undergo  Shift 

Los  Angeles — A local  upset  in  long- 
standing booking  arrangements  with  pos- 
sible overtones  reaching  beyond  the  spe- 
cific situations  impends  in  a move  where- 
by Paramount  may  split  its  first  runs  here 
and  in  Hollywood  between  the  Paramoimt 
and  Warner’s  Hollywood.  In  back  of  the 
discussion  is  the  desire  on  Paramount’s 
part  to  obtain  for  itself  a show  window 
in  Hollywood  for  the  moral  effect  on  the 
studio. 

The  plan  provides  for  the  Paramount 
downtown  to  play  Warner  and  Paramount 
product  day  and  date  with  the  Warner 
in  Hollywood.  The  downtown  Warner 
house,  now  running  its  namesake’s  out- 
put simultaneously  with  the  theatre  in 
Hollywood  would  become  the  “sluff”  house 
for  both  lines  of  pictures,  plus  a stage 
show. 

This  is  the  second  of  two  schemes  Para- 
mount officials  have  been  considering, 
although  both  of  them  tie  in  directly  with 
the  desire  to  show  first  run  in  Hollywood 
and  thus  close  to  the  studio.  The  orig- 
inal idea  was  to  split  first  run  between 
the  downtown  Paramount  and  the  Pan- 
tages,  Hollywood  with  the  RKO  Hillstreet 
downtown  converting  into  the  “B”  house. 

Universal  now  operates  with  RKO  on 
exactly  such  an  arrangement.  The  effect 
on  the  former’s  outlets  here  in  the  event 
the  Paramount  arrangement  had  gone 
through  is  not  known.  George  J.  Schaef- 
er, RKO  President,  is  understood  to  have 
put  the  kibosh  on  the  Paramount  sug- 
gestion. 

WB  Retires  Over  Half 
Of  Its  Debentures 

New  York — Either  by  calling  for  pay- 
ment or  through  purchase  in  the  open 
market,  Warner  has  retired  $10,000,000  of 
six  per  cent  convertible  debentures  due 
Sept.  1,  1939,  since  August,  1938.  Of  this 
amount  about  $6,000,000  was  redeemed 
for  cash  as  of  June  29. 

About  $19,400,000  of  new  six  per  cent 
debentures  are  outstanding,  maturing  1948. 


New  York— Ten  distributors,  their  conventions  and  their  programs  for  1939-40 
behind  them,  say  they  will  deliver  524  features  for  the  new  season.  This  compares 
with  a total  of  507  promised  for  this  rapidly  expiring  season,  as  the  following  com- 


Company 

1938-39 

1939-40 

Columbia  

56 

56 

M-G-M 

52* 

52* 

Monogram 

42 

54§ 

Paramount 

58 

58 

Republic 

55 

50 

RKO 

54 

60 

20th-Fox 

56 

52 

United  Artists 

30 

36** 

Universal 

52 

58 

Warners 

52 

48 

Totals 

507 

524 

*Minimum,  44;  expected  maximum,  52. 
§Includes  eight  John  Wayne  reissues. 

* ‘Includes  four  Laurel  and  Hardy  four-reelers. 
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EXPLOITATION  SCOOP! 

12-year-old  BOBBY  CLACK,  nation's  ace 
juvenile  rodeo  star,  holder  of  the  World's 
Junior  Trick  Riding  and  Trick  Roping 
Championships,  has  a big  featured  role! 


ID  WITH 

Carson 


A COLUMBIA  CHAPTER  PLAY 


Watch  /or  "THE  SHAdOW ...  First  of  Columbia's  Sensational  1939-1940  Serial  Program! 


''Jack  Rabbit”  Shows  Again  21 UA  F eatures  for 

Plaguing  the  Middle  West  National  Theatres 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — Numerous  complaints  are  be- 
ing received  at  local  exchanges  from  in- 
dependents throughout  the  state  on  usual 
summer  “jack-rabbit”  competition. 

And,  according  to  several  reports  re- 
ceived by  Boxoffice,  the  traffic  in  so- 
called  “non-theatrical”  16mm  feature 
prints  one,  two,  or  more  years  old,  is  cut- 
ting more  and  more  into  revenue  of  legiti- 
mate exhibitors,  not  only  in  Illinois,  but 
throughout  the  middle  west. 

An  example  of  how  the  “free  movies” 
cut  into  the  revenue  of  a theatre  is  illus- 
trated in  the  situation  of  Clayton  Jones, 
who  operates  the  Sheldon  Theatre  in  Shel- 
don, 111. 

Various  “jackrabbits”  operate  in  small 
towns  having  no  theatres  within  a radius 
of  30  or  so  miles  from  Sheldon.  One  night 
farmers  in  the  vicinity  may  go  to  Iro- 
quois, four  miles  north  of  Sheldon;  an- 
other night,  to  Donovan,  seven  miles  north; 
still  another  to  a large  rural  tavern,  14 
miles  away.  There  are  also  free  shows 
at  Papineau  and  Martindon,  111.,  and 
Brook,  Earl  Park  and  Boswell,  Ind.  All  of 
these  towns  are  potential  markets  for 
Jones’  theatre. 

“It  doesn’t  matter  to  the  farmers  and 
their  friends  if  a picture  is  a year  or 


more  old,”  says  Jones.  “And  besides,  those 
operating  the  free  movies,  in  most  in- 
stances, are  smart  enough  to  advertise 
only  popular  star  names.  It  is  getting  so 
farmers  follow  the  circuit  of  free  shows 
and  brag  they  can  see  a free  show  every 
night  in  the  week.  They  have  to  drive  to 
town  anyway,  they  say,  and  they  might 
as  well  drive  a few  miles  farther  and  not 
have  to  pay  for  their  entertainment.  As 
many  as  1,000  persons  are  present  each 
night  at  those  free  shows.” 

“There  is  one  way  these  shows  can  be 
stopped,”  says  another  exhibitor,  who  re- 
marked about  similar  circumstances  in 
the  central  part  of  Illinois.  “Producers 
should  see  to  it  no  ‘bootleg’  35mm  prints 
fall  into  wrong  hands.  Then  no  16mm 
prints  can  be  developed.  And  besides,  pro- 
ducers should  not  p&rmit  a few  dollars 
dangled  before  them  by  16mm  companies 
to  influence  them  into  selling  16mm  rights 
for  pictures,  however  old.” 

It  is  estimated  more  than  300  “jack- 
rabbit”  operators  are  in  the  midwest. 


Mae  West  to  "U" 

Hollywood — Mae  West  goes  to  Univer- 
sal on  a three-picture  deal,  first  of  which 
will  co-star  her  with  W.  C.  Fields  in  a 
story  of  the  old  west. 


New  York — National  Theatres  has  clos- 
ed with  UA  for  21  pictures  next  season. 
These  will  be  four  from  David  O.  Selznick, 
five  from  Edward  Small  and  as  many  from 
Hal  Roach,  two  from  Lubitsch-Lesser,  four 
from  Alexander  Korda  and  one  from 
Douglas  Fairbanks  sr.,  “The  Californian,” 
which  he  will  produce. 

No  mention  is  made  of  the  Charles 
Chaplin  production.  Neither  is  anything 
said  of  the  group  to  come  from  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  these  having  been  bought  on 
the  1938-39  contract.  The  Laurel  & Hardy 
four-reelers,  four  of  them,  are  not  includ- 
ed in  the  deal. 

Prices  are  to  be  based  on  drawing  power. 
The  circuit  does  not  buy  in  brackets,  hav- 
ing discarded  this  plan  three  years  ago  in 
favor  of  the  present  policy  which  gtves 
the  distributor  a percentage  of  the  earn- 
ings on  each  individual  film. 

L.  Jack  Schlaifer,  western  sales  man- 
ager for  UA,  closed  the  deal  after  weeks 
of  negotiating  with  J.  J.  Sullivan,  William 
T.  Powers  and  Aubrey  Schenck. 


Who  Will  Make  What  lor 
RKO  Radio  in  1939-40 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

George  O’Brien — Star  in  six  westerns. 

Edna  May  Oliver — “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.” 

Joe  Penner — Star  in  “The  Day  the 
Bookies  Wept.” 

ZaSu  Pitts — “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.”  . 

Barbara  Read — Featured  in  “Village 
Scandal;  also  in  “Distant  Fields.” 

May  Robson — “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.” 

Ginger  Rogers — Star  in  two  untitled. 

George  Sanders — Star  in  “The  Saint’s 
Vacation”  and  “The  Saint  Overboard;” 
also  in  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.” 

Anne  Shirley — Star  in  “Child  of  Di- 
vorce” and  “Anne  of  Windy  Poplars.” 

Sophie  Stewart — “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.” 

Claire  Trevor — “Allegheny  Frontier.” 

H.  B.  Warner — “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.” 

John  Wayne — “Allegheny  Frontier.” 

Ponder  Over  Code  Clauses 
To  Go  in  Film  Pacts 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
the  March  30  draft.  In  conclusion,  the 
statement  says,  “We  are  not  alone  in  this 
belief,  as  already  the  majority  of  organ- 
ized theatre  owners,  independent  as  well 
as  affiliated,  have  indicated  their  desire 
to  operate  under  such  a code  and  are  anx-* 
ious  that  its  application  be  put  into  effect 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.” 


WB  Summer  Tests 

New  York — Warner  branch  managers 
are  securing  detailed  reports  on  boxoffice 
and  audience  reaction  to  eight  July-Au- 
gust releases  to  determine  the  practic- 
ability of  the  company’s  plan  for  releasing 
its  important  productions  during  summer 
months.  The  idea  originates  with  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears. 


Baba  SANDY  diddum 

ga  goon  goo 

SANDY  glub 

google  goo!  ' 


(Translation)  "Baby  Sandy  rock- 
etted  to  fame  on  first  appear- 
ance. said  the  N.Y.  News. 
Sez  Sandy:  "That  rocket  was 
fixed  up  with  a super-charger 
in  my  new  picture.* 


^ I'NIVKKSAL 
pre$enta 


Baby  SANDY 


'UNEXPECTED  FAIHEK” 

teUh 

Shirlny  l)«‘nniM  iVlinrha 

BOSS  O’KEEFE  AIJEB 

For  llelvnse  July  7th 
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Higher  Prices  Drives  Urges  Mayer  to  Make  Lewis 
Irk  Independents  Novel  as  Aid  to  Democracy 


(Continued  from  page  10) 
about  informing  the  trade  that  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox will  have  to  get  more  money 
because  of  increased  budgets.  RKO  didn’t 
sell  a single  picture  from  its  regular  line- 
up for  1938-39  over  35  per  cent.  Yet  it 
has  two  down  at  40  per  cent  for  next 
season  and  has  increased  its  35  per  cent 
bracket  from  four  to  six. 

“The  companies  are  certainly  determined 
to  make  it  tough  for  us,”  he  continues. 
“I  don’t  understand  their  reasoning.  ’There 
is  a ceiling  for  the  amount  of  rental  that 
comes  out  of  any  given  situation.  The  dis- 
tributors don’t  gain  a penny  by  increasing 
percentages.  I can  afford  so  much,  and  no 
more  for  pictures.  A ‘C’  picture  has  never 
been  a substitute  for  an  ‘A’  but  a snappy 
stage  show,  properly  ballyhooed,  has  been 
known  to  outgross  even  an  ‘A’  in  certain 
localities. 

‘“Well,  in  my  case  I’m  facing  an  in- 
crease of  about  $100,000  in  rent  on  my 
theatres,”  he  continued.  “The  unions  are 
taking  about  $5,000  more  from  me  than 
last  year.  Each  year  salary  increases  cost 
me  an  additional  $1,000.  Now,  if  some- 
one will  guarantee  that  the  pictures  I’m 
going  to  get,  even  though  they  cost  more, 
will  get  me  the  business  commensurate 
with  their  cost  and  return  me  a fair  profit. 
I’ll  be  satisfied.  But  it  never  works  out 
that  way.  So  I’m  just  going  to  buy  fewer 
products.  I’ve  been  burnt  too  many  times. 
And  lots  of  other  exhibitors  I know  feel 
the  same  way  about  it.” 

Official  Allied  "Voice" 

Is  Readied  in  Boston 

Boston — Pinal  details  are  being  readied 
by  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.  here  for 
the  fall  debut  of  The  Allied  Exhibitor,  of- 
ficial publication  of  National  Allied.  Size 
and  format  are  still  undecided,  but  the 
paper  will  contain  advertising. 

Editorial  policy  will  be  controlled  by  the 
national  president  and  chairman  of  the 
board.  The  local  Allied  unit,  of  which 
Nate  Yamins  is  president,  will  be  respon- 
sible for  editorial  content. 

EKO  British  Film  Goes 
On  1939-40  Contracts 

New  York — RKO  is  selling  “Queen  of 
Destiny,”  formerly  known  as  “Sixty  Glor- 
ious Years,”  produced  by  Herbert  Wilcox 
in  England,  on  1939-40  contracts.  A num- 
ber of  accounts  were  sold  this  season  be- 
fore it  was  decided  to  stop  selling  and  put 
the  film  on  the  new  program.  This  is  one 
of  three  specials  being  offered.  The  other 
two  are  “Pinocchio”  and  “The  Ramparts 
We  Watch.” 


Plans  Long  Tour 

New  York  — Sam  E.  Morris,  Warner 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  sales, 
leaves  July  28  for  a three-month  tour  of 
Central  and  South  America.  Sales  con- 
ventions in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Buenos 
Aires  are  planned. 


New  York — Urging  Louis  B.  Mayer  to 
re-open  production  of  “It  Can’t  Happen 
Here,”  Professor  Henry  Pratt  Fairchild, 
president  of  Film  Audiences  for  Demo- 
cracy, states  in  an  open  letter  released  to 
the  press  “the  complete  abandonment  of 
this  picture  would  be  a severe  blow  to  the 
rising  forces  of  democracy.” 

“In  the  event,  if  for  one  reason  or  an- 
other, you  do  not  feel  justified  in  so  do- 
ing,” Fairchild  requests,  “we  urge  you  to 
sell  the  rights  to  other  people  who  we 
know  are  eager  to  produce  the  story  in- 
tact.” 

Stressing  the  fact  the  M-G-M  studio 
was  the  only  one  that  entertained  visiting 
Nazi  editors,  Fairchild  writes,  “One  is  al- 
most forced  to  believe  the  comments  in 
the  industry  that  you  are  more  interested 
in  appeasing  Nazism  than  protecting  the 
welfare  of  your  own  country.” 

Fairchild  charges  the  company’s  state- 
ment that  the  public  is  not  interested  in 
“propaganda”  films  is  not  based  on  the 
facts.  He  calls  attention  to  the  boxoffice 
figures  on  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy” 
and  “Juarez.” 

He  also  expresses  his  surprise  that 
Mayer,  as  a Jew,  decided  to  abandon  the 
film.  “It  is  sufficiently  proven  by  now,” 
Fairchild  points  out,  “that  people  of  your 


race  are  the  first  to  feel  the  wrath  of 
Fascism,  whether  it  be  delayed  six  months 
or  a year,  depending  on  the  income  brac- 
ket, it  strikes  nevertheless.” 


No  Mayer  Statement; 

Warner  Still  “Willing" 

Hollywood — Louis  B.  Mayer  refused  to 
issue  a statement  answering  the  blast  by 
Henry  Pratt  Fairchild  of  Film  Audiences 
for  Democracy  against  the  decision  by 
Metro  to  withhold  production  of  “It  Can’t 
Happen  Here.” 

In  the  meantime,  the  publicity  depart- 
ment imofficially  declares  that  Metro,  upon 
learning  that  Warner  was  interested  in  the 
purchase  of  the  film  rights  to  the  Sinclair 
Lewis  novel,  sent  agents  to  the  Burbank 
studio  offering  to  sell,  only  to  find  that 
Warner  was  “not  interested.”  Warner 
spokesmen,  however,  reiterate  their  willing- 
ness to  acquire  the  story  “at  a fair  price” 
and  to  produce  the  film. 


Cancels  British  Trip 

Toronto — N.  L.  Nathanson,  head  of  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has  can- 
celled his  trip  to  England  because  of  the 
illness  of  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  vice-president. 


"Goo-goo  diddi  google, 


glub  SANDY- 

grhhh  da-da 
glubbi! ' 

(Translatipnj'The  Herald  Tribune 
said  "Sandy  steals  virtually 
every  scene.”  I was  just  a be- 
ginner then.  I’m  camera-wise 
now,  and  I fust  bowl  ’em  over 
in  my  new  picture.* 


Baby  SANDY 

in 

"UNEXPECTED  FATHER” 

with 

Shirley  Dennis  Mischa 

ROSS  O’KEEFE  AUER 

For  Release  July  7th 
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"MR.  CHIPS"  IS  WEEK'S  ACER  AT  175  PER  CENT 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Kiel  From  Kokomo  (FN);  Streets 

of  New  York  (Mono)  75 

Memorial — The  Mikado  (Univ),  2nd  wk. ; For 

Fove  of  31oney  (Univ),  1st  wk 75 

Metropolitan — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 
Fox)  ; Charlie  Chan  in  Keno  (20th-Fox) . . . . 70 
Orpheum — Captain  Fury  (UA) ; 6,000  Enemies 

(M-G-M)  105 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  80 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  110 


CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — I'nderoo\er  Doctor  (Para),  1st  half  85 


Broadway — Burn  ’Em  Fp  O’Connor  (M-G-M), 

2nd  half  100 

Carolina — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) ....  110 

Imperial — Maisie  (M-G-M).  1st  half 110 

Imperial — Tlue  Gorilla  (20th-Fox),  2nd  half....  95 
State — VVhisi>erin8:  Enemies  (Col),  1st  half....  80 
State — In  Old  Calieiite  (Rep),  2nd  half 100 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Goodbye,  Mr,  Chips  (M-G-M),  held 

2nd  wk 125 

Chicago — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para),  plus 
stage  show;  picture  moved  to  Garrick  for 

2nd  wk 100 

Garrick — Juarez  (WB),  4th  loop  wk 90 

Oriental — Hound  of  the  Baskervilles  (20th- 
Fox):  Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up  (Univ), 

continued  loop  runs;  stage  show 100 

Palace — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ),  plus  stage 

show  (closed  for  summer)  90 

Roosevelt — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col), 

2nd  loop  wk 85 

State-Lake — Winner  Take  All  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show 90 

AVorld-PIayhouse — The  Mikado  (Univ),  4th 

loop  wk 90 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Kid  From  Kokomo  (FNS  115 

Capitol— -Juarez  (WB)  110 

Grand — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 110 

Keith's — Naughty  But  Nice  (WB),  held 120 

Lyric — Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ)  110 

Palace — <io<»dbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  2nd 

wk.,  held  110 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Missing  Daughters  (Col)  100 

Hippodrome — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th 

Fox)  80 

Palace — The  Mika<lo  (Univ)  75 

State — Captain  Fury  (UA)  85 

Stillman — Goodbye,  Mr.  (’hips  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 80 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Juarez  (WB),  after  a wk.  at  the 

Denver  150 

Denham — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 70 

Denver — East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  155 

Orpheum — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M); 

Almo.st  a Gentleman  (RKO)  75 

Paramount —The  Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN); 

You  ('an’t  (4et  Away  With  Murder  (FN)....130 
Rialto — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col),  after 
a wk.  each  at  the  Denver  and  Aladdin; 

It  Couhl  Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox) 115 

DETROIT 

Adams — Mikado  (Univ).  after  a wk.  at  Fox; 

lUind  Alley  (Col),  after  wk.  at  Fox 80 

Fox — Hound  of  the  Baskervilles  (20th-Fox); 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox) 75 

Michigan — ('aptain  Fury  (UA);  The  Kid 

Fkuii  Kokomo  (FN)  75 

Palms  State — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para); 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para)  70 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep);  Boys  Re- 
formatory (Mono),  1st  half  85 

Alamo — In  Old  Montana  (Spectrum);  Fast  and 

Loose  (M-G-M).  2nd  half  50 

Apollo — Star  at  Midnight  (RKO);  The  laist 

Fatrol  (RKO)  80 

Circle — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox); 

(iraede  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 80 

Lyric — Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB), 

plus  Johnnie  Davis  orchestra  on  stage 100 

Loew's — (ioodbye,  Mr.  Chii>s  (M-G-M);  Tell 

No  Tales  (M-G-M)  175 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col), 

at  Midland  3 wks.  ago  120 

Midland — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M); 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (dual)  — 

Indianapolis  175 

Man  About  Town  (dual)  — 

Omaha  160 

East  Side  of  Heaven — Denver 155 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — New  Or- 
leans, Seattle  150 

Juarez — Denver  (2nd  wk.)  150 

Daughters  Courageous — New 

York  City  130 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — New  York 
City  (6th  wk.)  130 

Kid  From  Kokomo — Denver, 
Portland  130 


Man  About  Town  (dual)  Seattle..  130 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Gomlbye,  Mr.  Chips,  7th  wk.,  New  York 
City. 

Tile  Mikado,  4th  wk.,  Chicago. 

Invitation  to  Happiness,  3rd  wk..  New 

York  City. 


Missing  Daughters  (Col)  95 

Newman — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para), 

holdover  75 

Ujitown — Charlie  (’haii  in  Reno  (20th-Fox); 

Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  55 


LOS  ANGELES 


Chinese — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M); 

Winner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 100 

Downtown — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  wk 90 

Four  Star — (iotMibye,  Mr.  C'hips  (M-G-M). 

7th  wk 125 

llillstreet — The  Mikailo  (Univ);  Blind  Alley 

(Col)  95 

Hollj'wood — Same  as  Downtown 90 

Pantages — ^Same  as  Hillstreet  95 

Paramount — The  Old  Dark  House  (Univ),  re- 
issue; .My  Man  (iodfrey  (Univ)  reissue, 

stage  show  7 5 

State — Same  as  Chinese  100 


MILWAUKEE 


Palace — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para); 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para),  2nd  wk 85 

Riverside — Street  of  Missing  Men  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  120 

Strand — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 

Fox);  Only  Angels  Have  AViiigs  (Col) 80 

Warner — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ);  Kid 

From  Kokomo  (FN)  100 

Wiscons'n--Mutiny  on  the  Bounty  (M-G-M); 

Rose  Marie  (M-G-M).  reissues  85 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Aster— Hotel  Imperial  (Para);  Jones  Family 

in  Hollywood  (20th-Fox)  90 

Century- — Maisie  (M-G-M)  90 

Goi)her — Grade  Allen  Murder  f’ase  (Para) ....  80 
Orpheum — Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN),  plus 

stage  show  100 

State— Juarez  (WB)  100 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M);  Bridal 

Suite  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk 80 

Loew-Poli — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox); 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox) 90 

Paramount — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para); 

Woman  Doctor  (Rep),  2nd  wk.,  (6  days)...  60 
Roger  Sherman — Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO), 

reissue;  Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  75 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Center — Kx-Chiiiiip  (Univ)  75 

Glolje — Dodge  City  (WB)  90 

Liberty — Hallerina.  (SR)  100 

Lyceum — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  90 

Orpheum — Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN) 90 

Saengei — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 90 

State — (ioodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  150 

Tudor — AVife,  Husband,  F'rlend  (20th-Fox) . . . . 90 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  6th 

w’k.  held 130 

Capitol — Maisie  (M-G-M) 50 

Criterion — S,  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep) 75 

Globe — Black  Limelight  (Alliance)  85 

Paramount — Invitation  to  Happine.ss  (Para), 

3rd  wk.  plus  stage  show 100 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col),  plus  stage  show  110 

Rivoli — Stolen  Life  (Para),  2nd  wk,  held 50 

Roxy — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  90 

Strand — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  plus 

stage  show 130 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M).. 100 
Liberty — Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para);  The  Mys- 
tery of  the  White  Room  (Univ),  4 days  115 

Liberty — Adventures  of  Jane  Arden  (WB); 

The  Jones  FamHy  in  Hollywood  (20th-Fox), 

3 days  80 

Midwest — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M)  80 

Plaza — Captain  Fury  (UA),  moveover  from 

Criterion  70 

State — Tarzan  and  the  Green  Goddess  (SR); 

Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  100 

Tower-— Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) SO 


OMAHA 


Brandei.s — Good  Girls  (io  to  Paris  (Col); 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col),  plus  Louis-Galento 

fight  pictures  125 

Omaha — Alan  About  Town  (Para);  Adven- 
tures of  Jane  Arden  (WB)  160 

Orpheum — Never  Say  Die  (Para),  plus  stage 

show  with  Ella  Logan  and  all-girl  show.... 110 


PHILADELPHIA 


Boyd — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para),  2nd  wk.  100 

Earle— 'I’he  Kid  I>om  Kokomo  (FN) 90 

Fox — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  headed  by  Tommy  Riggs...  90 
Karlton — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M), 

2nd  run  75 

Palace  --Rose  of  AVashington  Square  (20th- 

Fox),  3rd  run  100 

Stanley — Captain  Fury  (UA)  90 

Stanton — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  run,  2nd  wk 110 


PITTSBURGH 


Alvin — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ),  5 days....  85 

Penn — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para)  90 

Stanley — Captain  Furj  (UA);  Orson  Welles 
and  his  radio  group  stage  show  with  the 

Coon  Creek  Girls  70 

Warner — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  d.t.  wk 110 

PORTLAND.  ORE. 

Broadway — The  Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN);  The 

Old  Dark  House  (Univ)  130 

Mayfair — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M);  Code 

of  the  Secret  Service  (FN)  100 

Orpheum — Susannah  of  the  Alounties  (20th- 

Fox);  Winner  Take  All  (20th-Fox)  90 

I’araniount — Man  AIxmt  Town  (Para);  Bull- 

dog  Drununond’s  Secret  Police  (Para) 120 

United  Artist.s — ^^Maisie  (M-G-M);  6,000 

Enemies  (M-G-M)  110 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Man  About  Towti  (Para) 100 

Studio — Juarez  (WB).  held  over  115 

LTtah— Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M);  6,000 

Fmemies  (M-G-M)  100 

Victory — Charlie  C'lian  in  Reno  (20th-Fox); 

The  Man  Next  Door  (Univ)  95 


SEATTLE 


Blue  Mouse — Maisie  (M-G-M);  6,000  Enemies 

(M-G-M),  moved  over  from  Paramount 90 

Fifth  Ave. — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para); 

Never  Say  Die  (Para)  90 

Liberty — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col);  Out- 
side These  AValls  (Col)  100 

Music  Box — G(M)dhye,  Mr.  CTiips  (M-G-M) ....  150 
Orpheum — Susannah  of  the  Alounties  (20th- 

Fox);  They  Made  Her  a Spy  (20th-Fox) . . . . 100 
Palomar — Streets  of  New  Y^ork  (Mono),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Paramount — Alan  About  Touti  (Para);  You 

Can’t  Ciet  Away  AVith  Alurder  (FN) 130 
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On  your  mark. . .get  set. . . GOO 


And  did  Baby  Sandy  go!  In  "East  Side  of  Heaven"  with 
Bing  Crosby  he  won  every  critic  in  the  country  I He’s  next  to 
the  heart  of  everyone  I More  arms  ache  to  hold  him,  more 
people  want  to  see  him,  than  any  other  new  star  in  the 
business.  And  it's  your  "Business”  in  "Unexpected  Father  1" 


The  New  Universal  presents 


BABY  SANDY.. 

UNEXPECTED  FATHER’ 


with 


SHIRLEY  ROSS  •DENNIS  O’KEEFE  • MISCHA  AUER 

JOY  HODGES  . DONALD  BRIGGS  . ANNE  NAGEL  . DOROTHY  ARNOLD 

Scr«*nplay  by  CHARLES  GRAYSON  £•  LEONARD 
SPIGELGASS  ♦ Original  story  by  Leonard  Spigelgass 

tSiKtsd  by  CHARLES  LAMONT  . Aiiociat.  Pr.ilu»>:  KEN  60LDSMITH 


fe/. 


nozgj 


"Young  Mr.  Lincoln"  Blue  Ribbon 


Award  Winner  for  Month  of  June 

"Young  Mr.  Lincoln,”  a Cosmopolitan  production  released 
through  20th  Century-Fox,  and  which  brings  to  the  public  eye  for 
the  first  time  the  human  side  of  the  youthful  Abraham  Lincoln,  has 
been  selected  by  the  National  Screen  Council  as  winner  of  the 
BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award  for  June. 

John  Ford,  twice  Academy  Award  winner,  is  responsible  for  the 
directorial  achievement.  Henry  Fonda,  Alice  Brady,  Marjorie 
Weaver  and  Arleen  Whelan  head  the  large  cast  of  players. 

"Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  presents  the  background  of  Lincoln's  for- 
mative years,  and  depicts  the  fundamental  qualities  that  went  to 
make  up  his  future  as  America's  man  of  destiny.  Lincoln's  human 
characteristics  are  revealed  in  scenes  showing  him  splitting  rails, 
passing  quips  and  judging  a pie  contest.  Highlighted  are  his  train- 
ing for  the  bar,  his  romance  with  Ann  Rutledge,  which  was  cut 
short  by  her  death,  his  friendship  with  Mary  Todd  that  led  to 
eventual  marriage,  and  his  beginning  in  politics.  Also  portrayed 
is  the  famous  "moonlight  murder”  trial,  wherein  Lincoln  saves  the 
Cass  boys  from  the  gallows,  and  in  which  performance  is  seen  a 
glimpse  of  the  Lincoln  to  be. 

Second  runner-up  in  the  ballot  count  was  "Juarez.” 

Cast  of  Characters 


Abraham  Lincoln Henry  Fonda 

Abagail  Clay Alice  Brady 

Mary  Todd Marjorie  Weaver 

Hannah  Clay Arleen  Whelan 

Efe Eddie  Collins 

Ann  Rutledge Pauline  Moore 

Matt  Clay Richard  Cromwell 

John  Felder Donald  Meek 

Carrie  Sue Dorris  Bowdon 

Adam  Clay Eddie  Quillan 

Judge  Herbert  A.  Bell 

Spencer  Charters 

Palmer  Cass Ward  Bond 

Stephen  A.  Douglas 

Milburn  Stone 

Sheriff  Billings Cliff  Clark 


Juror Robert  Lowery 

Ninian  Edwards. ...CnAHLES  Tannen 

Frank  Ford Francis  Ford 

“Scrub”  White.... Feed  Kohler,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Edwards Kay  Linaker 

Wooldridge Russell  Simpson 

Dr.  Mason 

Clarence  Hummel  Wilson 

John  T.  Stuart Edwin  Maxwell 

Hawthorne Charles  Halton 

Mr.  Clay Robert  Homans 

Matt  Clay  (as  a boy)  ....Jack  Kelly 
Adam  Clay  (as  a boy) 

Dickie  Jones 

Barber Harry  Tyler 


Production  Staff 


Executive  Producer 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck 

Associate  Producer 


Kenneth  Macgowan 

Director John  Ford 

Original  Screenplay ..'Lhm.^E  Trotti 
Music  by  Alfred  Newman 


Photography.... Beet  Glennon,  ASC 

Art  Directors Richard  Day, 

Mark-Lee  Kirk 

Set  Decorations Thomas  Little 

Film  Editor Walter  Thompson 

Costumes  Royer 

Sound Eugene  Grossman, 

Roger  Heman 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  moticm  picture  editors  of 
leading  newsparpers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motion  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women's  Clubs. 


CLEARANCE  SQUAWKS  MOUNT  AT  RATE  OF  ONE 
EACH  DAY;  DISTRIRUTORS  BLAME  GOVT  SUIT 


Call  Session  to  Air  ''Pathetic” 
Protection  Situation  Upstate 


New  York — A meeting  has  been  tenta- 
tively set  for  July  11  in  the  office  of  H. 
M.  Richey,  RKO’s  “trouble  shooter,”  to 
discuss  possible  alleviation  of  what  is  de- 
scribed as  a “pathetic”  clearance  situation 
in  Albany,  Schenectady  and  Troy.  Sched- 
uled to  attend  are  Si  Fabian,  Moe  Silver, 
Warner  Albany  zone  manager;  E.  Thorn- 
ton Kelly,  Allied  of  New  York’s  executive 
secretary,  and  Richey. 

The  session,  which  has  been  once  ad- 
journed, is  the  outcome  of  complaints  sent 
to  Allied  by  Abe  Stone,  Eagle,  Albany; 
Charles  F.  Wilson,  Bijou,  Troy;  John 
Gardner,  American,  Schenectady,  and  A. 
Dwore,  Cameo  and  Palace,  Schenectady. 
The  grievances  all  center  about  excessive 
clearance,  coupled  with  allegations  that 
product  is  costing  more  as  the  complain- 
ants’ runs  are  set  back. 

Specifically,  for  instance.  Stone  avers  he 
followed  first  runs  by  30  days  in  1930. 
In  1932,  when  Fabian  took  over  operation 
of  RKO  houses  in  that  territory,  these 
units  were  given  second  run  standing,  and 
Stone  was  relegated  to  a subsequent  run, 
he  claims.  With  this,  he  continues,  his 
availability  was  set  back  from  30  days  to 
more  than  60  days.  It  is  his  contention 
that  all  independent  neighborhood  houses 
be  restored  to  a 30-day  clearance. 

In  other  instances,  it  is  claimed  com- 
plainants are  forced  to  follow  affiliated 
houses  although  they  are  four  miles  away, 
charge  lower  admissions,  conduct  more  fre- 
quent giveaways,  enjoy  selective  buying 
power  and  operate,  in  some  instances,  less 
attractive  theatres. 


Expect  Decisions  on  UA 
And  Columbia  Petitions 

New  York — Decisions  are  expected  the 
latter  part  of  this  week  from  Federal 
Judges  John  W.  Clancy  and  Edward  A. 
Conger  on  the  applications  by  Columbia 
and  United  Artists  for  additional  bills  of 
particulars  from  the  federal  government. 

It  is  rumored  in  court  circles  that  few, 
if  any,  additional  particulars  will  be  al- 
lowed. 


Dismisses  Patent  Suit 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Mortimer 
Byers  on  Friday  tossed  out  the  suit  of 
Virgil  C.  Crites  against  Albert  Radke, 
Warner  Bros,  and  the  United  Research 
Corp.  charging  plagiarism  of  patents  deal- 
ing with  methods  and  means  for  optically 
reproducing  sound. 


A. 


3 ITOA  Men  Head 
For  Washington 

New  York — Although  he  has  not  de- 
cided who  he  will  take  with  him,  Harry 
Brandt,  president  of  the  ITOA,  may  in- 
vite Sol  Strassberg  and  another  large 
independent  circuit  operator  and  two 
exhibitors,  each  operating  one  house, 
to  accompany  him  to  Washington  for 
the  informal  talk  with  Harry  Hopkins, 
secretary  of  the  department  of  com- 
merce, on  July  18.  The  idea,  according 
to  Brandt,  would  give  the  government 
a picture  of  the  large  and  small  inde- 
pendent operator  in  New  York. 

An  Anti-Trusl  Trial 
Dale  Unavailable 

New  York — Paul  Williams,  special  as- 
sistant to  the  attorney  general  prosecut- 
ing the  government  anti-trust  action 
against  the  major  companies,  is  back  in 
Washington  without  being  able  to  secure 
a trial  date  for  the  action. 

Williams  discovered  after  his  arrival 
that  procedure  requires  he  wait  until  20 
days  after  the  filing  of  an  answer,  which 
will  automatically  place  the  case  on  the 
bottom  of  the  trial  calendar. 

Since  the  answers  were  filed  June  29, 
Williams  plans  a return  in  two  weeks  at 
which  time  he  will  see  Judge  John  C. 
Knox.  It  is  understood  there  may  be  dif- 
ficulty in  securing  start  of  the  action  in 
October.  It  also  is  rumored  Judge  Knox 
has  informed  the  government  he  cannot 
grant  a preference  before  1940.  This  would 
necessitate  a wait  until  then,  which  the 
government  is  unwilling  to  do,  or  an  ap- 
plication for  a statutory  court. 

The  statutory  court  consists  of  three 
judges,  who  would  refer  the  entire  pro- 
ceeding to  a special  master.  They,  in 
turn,  would  rule  on  the  master’s  findings. 
However,  Williams  is  not  willing  to  have 
the  matter  referred  to  a master,  as  it 
would  close  proceedings  to  the  public. 
Since  it  is  claimed  this  is  a public  matter, 
all  the  light  that  can  be  thrown  on  the 
case  is  desired  by  the  government. 


New  Para.  Suit  Delay 

New  York — Hearing  on  the  application 
to  dismiss  the  Paramount  minority  stock- 
holders’ suit  has  been  put  over  to  July  18. 


Competitive  Situations 
Get  Serious  Study  by 
Major  Exchanges 

New  York — Clearance  protests  by  in- 
dependent exhibitors  are  pouring  in  at  the 
rate  of  at  least  one  a day,  according  to 
local  exchange  managers,  who  state  this 
is  unusual  and  “is  a result  of  the  govern- 
ment’s suit.” 

Exhibitors  who  have  had  grievances  on 
protection,  according  to  branch  managers, 
are  establishing  their  rights  before  the 
new  selling  season  gets  into  full  swing, 
seeking  elimination  of  certain  clearances 
and  modifications  where  it  is  felt  an  in- 
justice is  being  practiced  against  numer- 
ous houses. 

While  some  of  the  exhibitors  involved 
may  or  may  not  have  complained  to  the 
department  of  justice,  there  is  a feeling 
on  Filmrow  that,  unless  branch  managers 
lend  an  ear  to  the  balks,  the  men  protest- 
ing will  eventually  file  their  objections  in 
Washington. 

Where  exchange  heads  feel  there  is  a 
basis  for  a change,  efforts  are  being  made 
to  call  in  competitive  situations  for  a 
thorough  airing  of  the  grievance.  It  is 
pointed  out  no  alterations  in  established 
clearances  can  be  made  by  distributors 
without  the  consent  of  the  competitive 
situations. 

Study  Fields'  Complaint 

“After  all,”  one  exchange  executive 
stated,  “the  clearances  have  been  estab- 
lished over  a period  of  years  and,  although 
there  may  be  sufficient  reason  for  us  to 
believe  they  should  be  changed,  we  can 
do  nothing  unless  the  second  or  third 
parties  agree  to  suggested  revisions.” 

The  complaint  of  Jack  Fields  of  the 
Cameo,  Jersey  City,  is  being  studied  by 
distributor  attorneys  and  H.  M.  Richey, 
RKO  field  contact. 

Fields’  attorney  has  met  with  counsel 
for  a number  of  major  distributors  and  it 
is  planned  to  confer  with  George  Skouras 
of  the  Skouras  circuit  for  action. 

None  of  the  written  complaints  coming 
into  local  exchanges  is  being  ignored.  Dis- 
tributors hold  they  want  to  help  whenever 
they  can  as  the  new  season  gets  under 
way.  There  is  no  desire  to  invite  further 
suits  on  clearance,  local  sales  executives 
explain,  but  it  is  not  entirely  up  to  the 
distributor.  Cooperation  must  be  had 
from  competitive  houses.  But  now,  more 
than  ever,  distributors  are  inviting  the 
competing  operators  to  sit  down  and  talk 
matters  over. 


Plan  Building  Start 

Suffolk,  Va. — Harry  Roth  and  Roy 
Richardson  of  the  Pitts-Roth  Theatres 
Corp.  plan  to  start  work  in  two  weeks  on 
a new  1,000-seat  house  on  North  Main 
St.  Opening  is  slated  for  Labor  Day. 
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School  That's  Never  Out, " 
Hays’  Kudo  to  Pictures 


San  Francisco — Characterizing  films  as 
an  important  contribution  in  insuring  “our 
tradition  of  liberty  in  business,  as  well  as 
personal  relationships,”  Will  Hays  declared 
the  industry  is  expanding  its  program  of 
cooperation  with  American  education  be- 
fore the  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Educational  Ass’n. 

He  emphasized  that  in  making  available 
590  non-current  short  subjects  for  class- 
room use  the  business  rights  of  exhibitors 
have  been  fully  safeguarded.  The  commit- 
tees and  educational  groups  with  which  the 
project  has  been  developed  have  assured 
the  industry  that  all  of  the  subjects  placed 
at  their  disposal  will  be  used  exclusively 
for  bona  fide  classroom  purposes  during 
school  hours  and  that  no  admission  charge 
will  be  made,  Hays  said. 

Declaring  success  depended  on  mutual 
understanding  and  cooperative  endeavors, 
he  added: 

“Never  was  there  at  any  time,  anywhere 
before,  a mirror  which  so  completely  and 
faithfully  reflects  the  progress  and  fail- 
ures, the  culture  or  lack  of  it,  the  economic, 
political  and  social  stress  and  strains  of 
the  whole  human  family  as  the  photoplay. 
It  is  a school  which  is  'never  out.’  ” 

As  another  part  of  the  industry’s  co- 
operative program,  a series  of  pictures  on 
human  relations  have  been  made  available. 
Taken  from  existing  non-current  features, 
these  studies  indicate  that  American  youth 
passing  from  childhood  through  adoles- 
cence to  adult  development  have  to  adapt 
themselves  to  some  175  difficult  human 
relations  situations.  A committee  has  pre- 
pared 75  of  such  subjects,  which  will  be 
converted  to  16mm. 

A third  phase  of  the  program  deals  with 
photoplay  appreciation  studies  in  schools. 
Of  this.  Hays  said:  "It  is  the  belief  of  our 
educational  advisors  that  this  part  of  the 


Old  Pic  Books  'Chips' 
At  $50  a Week 

London — Robert  Donat  goes  to  work 
in  the  fall  at  the  famous  Old  Pic  Thea- 
tre here  at  the  highly  significant  salary 
of  $50  a week. 

Invitation  to  appear  at  the  venerable 
London  Repertory  Playhouse  is  a high 
honor,  and  the  pay  doesn't  matter. 
Despite  his  film  successes,  Donat  has 
steadfastly  refused  to  abandon  the 
theatre  and,  under  the  terms  of  his 
M-G-M  contract,  has  the  privilege  of 
six  months  on  the  stage,  following  each 
two  pictures. 


program  should  be  broadly  extended.  It 
is  more  than  a hope  with  us  that  you 
will  find  theatres  everywhere  ready  to  as- 
sist you.” 

He  added  film  versions  have  removed 
“the  stigma  of  drudgery  from  the  study 
of  the  classics  of  literature  into  which  they 
have  breathed  a new  spirit  of  adventure,” 
and  declared  “motion  picture  appreciation 
may  best  be  taught  in  its  natural  setting, 
the  motion  picture  theatre,  in  America  a 
suitable  and  safe  laboratory  for  your  use.” 

Defense  Enters  Denials 
In  Suit  Over  "Revels" 

New  York — RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Matt 
Brooks,  Eddie  Davis,  Anthony  Veiller  and 
Mortimer  Offner  have  filed  general  de- 
nials in  the  federal  court  to  the  suit  of 
Jesse  Solomon  against  them. 

Action  charges  the  plagiarism  of  the 
plaintiff’s  book,  “It  Goes  Through  Here,” 
in  “Radio  City  Revels.” 


20lh-Fox  Business 
Abroad  at  Peak 

Brooklyn — Current  foreign  business  of 
20th  Century-Pox  is  the  biggest  in  the 
company’s  history,  reports  Walter  J. 
Hutchinson,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
foreign  distribution,  on  his  arrival  on  the 
Northern  Prince  from  South  America. 

Hutchinson,  who  has  been  gone  for 
three  months,  during  which  time  he  at- 
tended sales  conventions  in  London,  Paris, 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Trinidad,  was  im- 
pressed with  the  results  of  the  South 
American  visit. 

He  says  there  is  much  of  the  cultural 
background  of  Latin  American  which  can 
be  woven  into  stories  for  better  pictures. 
According  to  Hutchinson,  the  big  pictures 
which  are  successful  here  are  bound  to 
please  the  Latin  Americans. 

Business  in  South  America  has  kept  a 
level  pace,  Hutchinson  adds,  with  Argen- 
tine showing  an  approximate  increase  of 
eight  per  cent  and  Brazil  nine  per  cent. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  release 
from  38  to  40  pictures  in  the  Latin  Ameri- 
can market  in  addition  to  two  Spanish 
pictures.  Those  are  “Miracle  of  Main 
Street”  produced  by  Jack  Skirball  and 
“Children  Command”  produced  by  Ramos 
Cobian. 

Turning  to  Europe,  Hutchinson  said 
there  is  nothing  new  on  Italy  and  that 
20th-Fox  has  moved  its  main  offices  in 
Spain  from  Barcelona  to  Madrid.  But  he 
did  not  know  when  the  company  would  be 
allowed  to  take  money  out  of  the  country. 

Hutchinson  had  nothing  to  say  on  the 
Australian  situation.  On  his  return,  he 
went  into  conferences  with  Clarence  V. 
Hake,  Australian  manager,  who  has  post- 
poned his  departure  to  July  19  in  order 
to  be  on  hand  for  discussions  with  Hutch- 
inson. 


20th-Fox  Production  Ahead, 

Despite  World  Conditions 

New  York — Irrespective  of  world  con- 
ditions, 20th  Century-Fox  is  going  ahead 
with  the  greatest  production  outlay  in  its 
history,  Herman  Wobber,  general  sales 
manager,  states  on  his  arrival  from  the 
coast. 

“We  are  going  to  have  more  top  bracket 
pictures  than  ever  before,”  he  says  in  de- 
scribing the  current  schedule. 

Wobber  estimates  from  present  indica- 
tions that  the  budget  will  be  increased  at 
least  10  per  cent  over  the  original  outlay. 

He  adds  the  company’s  business  is  up 
15  per  cent  and  that  currently  in  work 
are  product  deals  with  RKO  and  the  Pub- 
lix  circuits. 

Local  B-51  Still  Seeking 
Back  Pay  for  Strikers 

New  York — Negotiations  are  being  con- 
tinued by  Local  B-51  for  two  weeks’  pay 
for  members  called  out  on  strike  when 
Local  306  threatened  to  pull  its  members 
out  of  major  circuit  houses  because  of  a 
wage  dispute.  Exchange  employes,  mem- 
bers of  Local  B-51,  lost  two  weeks’  salary 
and  were  given  $15  for  the  two  weeks  by 
the  union,  of  which  Local  306  gave  $10. 


Assemble  for  Ginger's  Premiere — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Guests  of  W.  G.  Van  Schmus  and  the  Music  Hall  as  "Bachelor  Mother,’’ 
starrmg  Ginger  Rogers,  opened  there.  Charles  Coburn,  on  the  left,  plays 
one  of  the  leads.  The  others  are  Anna  Neagle,  soon  to  be  seen  in  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell;’’  the  managing  director  of  the  theatre,  Eugenie  Leontovich  and  Sam 
Jaffee. 
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See  Film  Industry 
In  an  Oft  Year 


As  McNamee  Observed  His  Tenth — 


Universal  and  NBC  executives  give  the  Universal  Newsreel  commentator  a 
birthday  shindig  at  the  Terrace  Room  atop  the  RCA  Building.  For  instance, 
these  men  turned  out,  reading  from  left  to  right:  Hank  Linet,  Adolph 
Shimmel,  Lester  Cowan,  Anthony  Petty,  Tom  Mead,  Charles  Prutzman, 
McNamee,  naturally,  William  J.  Heineman,  John  O’Brien,  William  A.  Scully 
and  Lou  Pollock. 


Theatre  Project  Abandonment 
Encounters  Bitter  Criticism 


New  York — “This  year  looks  like  an  off 
season  for  the  movies,  although  compared 
with  profits  of  general  business,  the  amuse- 
ment companies  seem  to  be  getting  their 
share  of  the  consumer  dollars,”  says  the 
Wall  Street  Journal. 

However,  the  article  declares  “profits  of 
the  industry  this  year  have  been  running 
at  about  the  levels  of  a year  ago.  It  ob- 
serves showings  of  companies  “vary  con- 
siderably,” singling  out  Loew’s  as  “about 
even.”  20th  Century-Fox  “down”  and  War- 
ner and  Paramount  “well  ahead.”  Improve- 
ment shown  by  the  latter  two  companies 
“is  in  comparison  with  the  poor  show- 
ing made  a year  ago  and  represents  a 
recovery  to  more  normal  operating  con- 
ditions,” the  article  continues. 

Earnings  of  20th  Century-Fox  in  the 
second  quarter  are  estimated  “to  be  ap- 
proximately 50  cents  a share,  or  about  the 
same  level  as  in  the  first  period.  This 
would  make  total  net  for  the  first  half 
about  $1  a share,  which  is  considerably 
below  the  $1.54  reported  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1938.” 

The  drop  is  due  in  part,  the  article  states, 
to  higher  amortization  charges  as  a re- 
sult of  increased  cost  of  production  aris- 
ing out  of  higher  labor  costs.  An  attend- 
ance drop  of  “about  10  per  cent”  in  Fox 
West  Coast  theatres,  in  which  the  com- 
pany has  a controlling  interest,  is  a con- 
tributing factor,  a further  explanation  goes. 

Warner’s  earnings  for  the  third  quarter 
“will  bring  results  to  about  $2,600,000,  or 
65  cents  for  the  common,”  the  article  adds. 
“Income  from  the  final  quarter  is  not 
likely  to  add  to  this  very  much.”  For  the 
26  weeks  ending  Feb.  26,  1939,  Warner  re- 
ported $1,665,889  net  profit,  equal  to  39 
cents  a share  on  the  common. 

“Paramount  has  been  going  through  a 
long  struggle  to  get  its  studios  on  a proper 
operating  basis,  which  means  ability  to 
turn  out  good  pictures  at  reasonable  cost,” 
it  states.  “Considerable  progress  has  been 
made  and,  at  the  moment,  the  produc- 
tion end  of  the  business  is  in  black  ink 
again.  Paramount  has  a chain  of  theatres 
capable  of  netting  $5,000,000  to  $6,000,000 
a year  under  favorable  conditions.  Lack  of 
enough  good  pictures  to  show  has  held 
back  profits,”  is  the  observation. 

“Financially,  Paramount  is  in  first  rate 
shape,  with  around  $10,000,000  cash  on 
hand  and  its  debentures  now  practically 
all  on  a three  and  a quarter  per  cent 
basis.  Studio  operations  are  probably  on 
the  most  economical  basis  in  the  history 
of  the  company.” 

The  publication  predicts  “the  likelihood 
of  a final  net  for  the  August  31  fiscal 
year  for  Loew’s  of  $5.50  a share.”  The 
company  reported  $3.68  a share  for  its 
first  half  against  $3.76  a share  a year  ago. 

“The  amusement  industry’s  problem  at 
the  moment,”  the  article  concludes,  “along 
with  coping  with  government  investiga- 
tions and  higher  labor  costs,  is  the  recur- 
rent one  of  finding  a new  formula  to  amuse 
the  public.  Successful  films  cannot  be 
turned  out  to  order  any  more  than  hit 
Broadway  plays.  Films  based  on  stage  hits 
or  well  known  novels  are  generally  profit- 
able, but  competition  for  good  ones  among 
the  producing  companies  is  very  keen.” 


Washington — Criticising  bitterly  the 
“discrimination”  shown  by  Congress  in  pro- 
hibiting the  further  use  of  WPA  funds  for 
the  federal  theatre  project.  President 
Roosevelt  has  signed  the  relief  appropri- 
ation measure  and  thereby  wrote  “finis” 
to  the  government’s  efforts  to  subsidize 
the  stage. 

His  action  marked  the  end  of  acrid 
controversy  in  Congress,  where  a deter- 
mined House  forced  the  Senate  to  bow 
to  its  demands  that  the  theatre  project 
be  abandoned  forthwith. 

The  only  solace  to  Senate  friends  of  the 
project  was  the  House  acceptance  of  a 
provision  that,  instead  of  being  kicked  off 
the  payroll  immediately,  non-relief  ad- 
ministrative and  supervisory  employes  of 
the  project  would  be  continued  on  salary 
through  July  and  the  relief  actors  and 


He'll  Start  at  Top 
Anytime 

New  York — There  are  many  actors 
who  studied  for  degrees  in  law,  medi- 
cine and  engineering  that  will  proba- 
bly die  as  actors. 

One  of  these  is  Stuart  Erwin.  Ex- 
cept that  he  really  has  a longing  am- 
bition to  become  editor  and  publisher 
of  a newspaper. 

"When  I'm  through  with  films,  or 
films  have  finished  with  me,"  he  ob- 
served, "it  is  my  intention  to  buy  a 
newspaper  in  some  small  town  and 
start  at  the  top  as  an  editor.  The  idea 
has  fascinated  me  for  a long  time." 

Starting  at  the  top  isn't  a new  fas- 
cination. 


actresses  could  continue  to  draw  pay  to 
October  1. 

A provision  in  the  measure  as  it  passed 
the  House,  that  none  of  the  funds  appro- 
priated could  be  used  for  the  theatre  pro- 
ject, precipitated  a fight  in  the  Senate, 
where  friends  of  the  federal  stage  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  an  amendment  per- 
mitting the  use  of  about  $11,000,000  for 
the  new  fiscal  year,  only  to  see  the  House 
flatly  refuse  to  accept  such  a compromise. 

Spurred  by  leaders  in  all  branches  of 
thespianism,  members  in  ’coth  House  and 
Senate  fought  vigorously  but  unavailingly 
to  have  the  project  continued,  backed  by 
promises  that  the  communistic  element, 
whose  activities  developed  the  criticism 
which  finally  killed  the  project,  would  be 
eradicated. 

The  government’s  experiment  in  the- 
atrical production  cost  something  like 
$40,000,000  in  a period  of  four  years,  about 
the  amount,  it  was  pointed  out  by  Rep- 
resentative William  Sirovich  of  New  York, 
that  the  treasury  collected  in  admission 
taxes  in  the  same  period. 

Contends  Equity  Gobble 
Basis  of  AFA  Charges 

New  York — In  challenging  the  fitness 
of  the  international  board  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Actors  and  Artistes  of  America  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Actors,  Abraham  J.  Halprin,  AFA 
attorney,  declares  “the  desire  of  Actors’ 
Equity  to  gobble  up  the  AFA  is  the  one 
real  reason  for  the  charges.” 

Halprin  claims  the  deal  has  been  made 
which  provides  for  the  assignment  of  jur- 
isdiction over  television  to  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors’ Guild  in  return  for  granting  Equity 
control  over  the  bulk  of  AFA’s  members. 
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Move  to  Banish  Games 
In  Manhattan  Ahead 

New  York — With  a score  of  houses  on 
Manhattan’s  mid-town  east  and  west  side 
winding  up  the  first  experimental  week 
to  abolish  chance  games  throughout  the 
city,  an  effort  is  being  made  to  bring  thea- 
tres below  14th  Street  into  line. 

Loew’s,  RKO,  Harry  Brandt’s  circuit 
and  units  of  the  Laurence  Bolognino  chain 
on  July  3 dropped  games  in  houses  be- 
tween 34th  and  72nd  Streets,  west  of 
Eighth  Avenue,  and  between  34th  and  60th 
Streets,  on  the  east  side.  The  move  was 
instigated  by  Brandt  and  gained  impetus 
through  the  $500  fine  imposed  by  Judge 
Bayes  in  Brooklyn  special  sessions  on  the 
management  of  the  Atlantic  for  violating 
the  lottery  laws. 

Although  independent  houses  below  14th 
Street  claim  to  be  willing  to  get  on  the 
bandwagon,  RKO  is  said  not  to  be  dis- 
posed to  follow  suit  in  that  area  unless 
Loew’s  drops  the  practice  on  the  lower  east 
side,  where  the  circuit  has  substantial 
representation. 

The  Atlantic  case  will  be  appealed,  with 
arguments  expected  to  be  heard  in  Sep- 
tember. Attorneys  for  the  theatre  will 
cite  the  People  vs.  Miller  case,  which  set 
a precedent  when  the  court  of  appeals 
ruled  games  were  not  in  violation  of  the 
lottery  laws  as  long  as  a consideration 
separate  from  the  admission  ticket  is  not 
demanded. 

Capitol  Makes  Straight 
Picture  Policy  Pay 

New  York — Despite  the  varying  grosses 
at  the  theatre,  the  Capitol  continues  to 
show  a profit  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  a 
straight  picture  policy.  Although  there  is 
some  wonderment  in  the  trade  why  vaude- 
ville or  stage  bands  are  not  added,  the 
Loew  circuit  will  continue  to  shy  clear  of 
additional  expenses  which  would  tend  to 
add  to  the  competitive  situation  now  exist- 
ing between  the  Paramount  and  Strand 
for  band  names  and  the  Music  Hall  and 
Roxy  for  stage  presentation  personalities. 

It  is  also  held  addition  of  vaudeville  or 
name  bands  to  the  Capitol  may  reflect  on 
the  State,  Loew’s  second  run  Broadway 
show-window  which  last  week  played  Ed- 
die Cantor  and  his  Camel  Caravan  with 
“It’s  a Wonderful  World’’  to  a record 
breaking  business.  The  State  is  said  to  be 
one  of  the  most  profitable  theatres  on  the 
Main  Stem.  Joe  Vogel  states  much  of 
the  business  at  the  State  was  due  to  the 
influx  of  visitors  to  the  World’s  Fair  over 
the  holidays. 

Hal  Wallis  Due  Monday 
From  European  Visit 

New  York — Hal  Wallis,  Warner  produc- 
tion executive,  arrives  from  Europe  aboard 
the  Normandie  on  Monday.  Mort  Blumen- 
stock  arrives  in  Hollywood  the  same  day 
to  confer  with  S.  Charles  Einfeld.  Also  due 
in  Hollywood  Monday  are  Bryan  Foy, 
Warner  producer,  and  Joseph  Bernhard, 
WB  circuit  head. 


RKO  Hearing  Before  Judge 
Bondy  Now  Set  for  July  20 

New  York — The  RKO  hearing  before 
Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  scheduled 
for  last  week,  was  postponed  to  July  20 
as  there  was  no  business  to  transact. 

Col.  Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  attorney  for 
the  Atlas  Corp.,  proponents  of  RKO’s  plan 
of  reorganization,  stated  at  the  close  of 
the  hearing  that,  should  the  circuit  court 
of  appeals  decide  favorably  on  the  appeals 
during  the  next  two  weeks,  he  would  move 
for  consummation  of  the  plan.  Rickaby 
indicated  he  would  apply  for  consumma- 
tion even  if  further  appeals  to  the  su- 
preme court  were  taken,  but  he  was 
dubious  that  an  underwriting  agreement 
would  be  submitted  in  that  event. 

From  date  of  approval  by  the  circuit 
court  to  the  final  settlement  of  underwrit- 
ing, if  no  further  hitches  develop,  one 
month  should  pass,  Rickaby  said. 


Loew  Dividend  on  Preferred 

New  York — Loew’s  has  declared  a quar- 
terly dividend  on  the  preferred  of  $1,621/2, 
payable  August  15  to  stockholders  of 
record,  July  28. 


• REVIEW 
FLASHES  • 


MILLION  DOLLAR  LEGS  (Para)— A child  of 
one  of  Paramount's  weaker  production  mo- 
ments, this  collegiate  comedy  is  distin- 
guished for  its  utter  lack  of  humor  and  ac- 
ceptable campus  atmosphere.  Which 
shortcomings,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
the  cast  boasts  no  established  marquee 
names,  presage  tough  rowing  which,  inci- 
dentally, is  the  sport  on  which  the  film 
hangs  its  meager  story.  Betty  Grable  and 
John  Hartley  are  featured.  William  C. 
Thomas  produced;  Nick  Grinde  directed. 

THEY  SHALL  HAVE  MUSIC  (UA)— The  in- 
spired violin  of  Jascha  Heifetz  and  the 
noteworthy  talents  of  the  California  Junior 
Symphony  Orchestra  combine  to  make  this 
Samuel  Goldwyn  production  a rare  treat 
for  music  lovers.  For  those  who  relish  their 
entertainment  with  less  artistic  proportions, 
there  is  a human  story  and  an  impressive 
cast  headed  by  Joel  McCrea,  Andrea  Leeds 
and  Walter  Brennan — albeit  there  is  little 
for  them  to  do.  Archie  Mayo  directed. 

WYOMING  OUTLAW  (Rep)— Inspired  by  re- 
cent newspaper  headlines,  this  western  has 
loads  of  action  and  more  story  substance 
than  is  usual.  The  Three  Mesquiteers,  with 
John  Wayne  leading,  help  smash  a po- 
litical racket.  Acting  honors,  however,  go 
to  Donald  Barry  who  turns  in  an  impres- 
sive performance  as  the  young  lad  forced 
to  become  an  outlaw  because  he  doesn't 
subscribe  to  the  theory  that  people  should 
go  hungry  in  the  midst  of  plenty.  George 
Sherman  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Trendle  Quits  Helm 
Of  Detroit  Chain 

Detroit  — With  the  resignation  of 
George  W.  Trendle  as  president  of  the 
United  Detroit  Theatres,  Paramount  af- 
filiate, the  entire  current  management  is 
said  to  be  withdrawing  because  of  failure 
to  renew  the  Paramount  partnership  un- 
der which  the  chain  of  local  theatres  has 
been  operated. 

Trendle,  it  is  understood,  wiU  continue 
in  charge  until  a successor  is  named.  In 
this  connection,  the  name  of  Nate  Platte, 
Balaban  & Katz  executive  in  Chicago,  is 
mentioned  freely. 

Official  reason  for  the  withdrawal  of 
Trendle  is  given  as  “responsibilities  in  the 
broadcasting  field,  to  which  full  time  de- 
votion is  necessary.”  Trendle  owns  station 
WXYZ,  Detroit,  and  has  a substantial  in- 
terest in  an  extended  state  network.  He 
has  been  active  in  the  field  since  1930. 

It  is  understood  that  Trendle  attempted 
to  negotiate  a new  management  contract 
that  would  include  purchase  of  an  interest 
in  the  UDT  circuit,  but  that  Paramoimt 
turned  the  idea  down. 


A Film  Furthering  Peace 
Shown  at  World's  Fair 

New  York  — Furthering  its  aim  to 
“bring  about  a peace-consciousness  in  the 
minds  of  individuals  through  the  revalua- 
tion of  the  character  qualities  of  man,” 
the  Biosophical  Institute  is  exhibiting  a 
documentary  film,  “World  Leaders  on 
Peace  and  Democracy,”  in  the  Science  and 
Education  Bldg,  at  the  World’s  Fair.  It 
runs  22  minutes. 

Produced  by  Edmund  Lawrence  Dorf- 
man,  president  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Motion  Pictures,  the  film  presents  ten 
prominent  figures,  each  giving  their  views 
on  how  civilization  may  be  saved.  Those 
who  appear  are  Dr.  Frederick  Kettner, 
founder-president  of  the  Biosophical  In- 
stitute, Cordell  Hull,  Albert  Einstein, 
Thomas  Mann,  Harold  Ickes,  Robert  A. 
Taft,  Harold  C.  Urey,  Dr.  Arthur  H. 
Compton,  Dr.  Eduard  Benes  and  Nicholas 
Murray  Butler. 


Paramount  Debentures 
To  Be  Requisitioned 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Alfred  C. 
Coxe  has  authorized  Paramount  Pictures 
to  have  the  New  York  Trust  Co.  requisi- 
tion and  hold  for  redemption  by  Para- 
mount, all  of  the  company’s  20-year  six 
per  cent  sinking  fund  debentures  due  Jan- 
uary 1,  1955,  and  all  of  the  outstanding 
scrip  certificates,  as  yet  unclaimed. 

When  Paramount  was  reorganized  in 
1935  it  had  a total  of  $51,157,743  in  claims 
which  had  been  allowed.  It  disposed  of 
these  through  issuing  scrip  and  debentures. 
About  $16,437  in  debentures  and  scrip  re- 
main unclaimed  since  1935.  The  company 
desired  to  redeem  this  paper  and  the  pe- 
tition to  the  court  followed. 
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— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

The  Rex  to  Europe — 

This  is  Tyrone  Power  disembarking 
from  the  coast  plane  with  Annabella, 
en  route  to  a continental  holiday 
aboard  the  de  luxe  Italian  liner.  Be- 
fore leaving  Hollywood,  Power  had 
completed  work  in  "Second  Fiddle”  and 
"The  Rains  Came.” 


JJERMAN  WOBBER  on  Thursday  cele- 
brated his  first  year  as  general  sales 
manager  of  20th-Fox  . . . That  big  silver- 
blue  Buick  with  the  AW-48  license  plate 
belongs  to  Albert  Warner  . . . Constance 
Bennett,  who  arrived  in  New  York  to  ap- 
pear on  the  Rudy  Vallee  hour,  sailed  on 
the  Normandie  for  Cannes  to  visit  Elsa 
Maxwell  . . . C.  C.  Moskowitz  spent  July  4 
at  Lake  George  . . . Jack  Shea  of  Feiber  & 
Shea,  now  a benedict  after  all  these  years, 
is  on  a honeymoon  to  the  Canadian  Rock- 
ies, a visit  to  the  coast  and  then  a return 
via  the  Grand  Canyon  . . . I.  J.  Hoffman, 
New  England  zone  manager  for  Warner 
theatres,  in  town  the  middle  of  the  week, 
met  Bill  Rodgers  and  asked  “How  are  the 
boys  coming  along  on  the  bargaining?” 
Which  undoubtedly  meant  the  code. 

Jack  Milstein  spent  the  long  holiday 
aboard  Arthur  Gottlieb’s  yacht  . . . John 
Riley,  chief  engineer  for  Western  Electric 
in  London,  has  returned  to  his  home  post 
. . . Ed  Thorgersen,  Movietone  newsreel 
commentator,  has  signed  to  report  foot- 
ball games  over  the  Mutual  web  for  a cigar 
sponsor  . . . Leonard  Picker,  Columbia  at- 
torney, was  on  the  losing  end  of  a rainy 
day  auto  smackeroo  . . . S.  D.  Sacks  has 
formed  the  Saxon  Offset  Litho  Corp., 
having  taken  over  the  Acme  and  Reid 
plant  . . . Wilfred  Lawson  has  gone  to  the 
coast  for  RKO,  having  arrived  from  Eng- 
land over  the  weekend  . . . Uncle  Louis 
Weinberg  swallowed  a sandwich  whole, 
"sampled”  a piece  of  a nearby  reporter’s 
desert  and  gulped  a cup  of  coffee,  almost 
in  one  motion,  and  sped  his  family  up  to 
Lake  George  for  the  holidays  . . . Marc  J. 
Wolf  and  A.  R.  Hocher  of  Indianapolis; 
G.  Murdock  and  V.  A.  Voebel  of  Houston; 
M.  Connor,  Chicago,  and  Mrs.  Anita  Dia- 
mos  of  Tucson  among  the  visitors  to  the 
RKO  exhibitor’s  lounge. 


Q.EORGE  A.  HICKEY,  west  coast  division- 
al manager  for  M-G-M  and  more  gen- 
erally known  as  “The  Sheriff”  has  been 
visiting  the  town  . . . The  Schroon  Lake 
season  is  under  way,  counting  Herman  Rob- 
bins among  those  present  . . . Marvin 
Schenck  entertaining  his  dad  at  Dinty 
Moore’s  . . . Jules  Levy  insists  he’ll  be  in 
New  York  for  as  much  as  a full  week  with- 
out interruptions  . . . Bruce  Cabot  was  here 
from  the  coast  . . . Ben  Brodie,  who  oper- 
ates the  Progress,  Stadium,  Municipal  and 
Miami,  says  he’s  one  of  the  few  local  exhi- 
bitors who  can  smile  these  days.  For,  in 
addition  to  his  theatres,  he  has  the  lunch- 
eonette-ice cream  parlor  terminal  at  50th 
St.  . . . Jerry  Thorpe,  eight-year-old  son  of 
Dick  Thorpe,  the  director,  got  a first-hand 
view  of  the  Fair  while  the  family  was  here. 

Billy  Brandt  avers  that  in  all  his  32 
film  years  business  has  never  been  so  bad. 
He  adds  attractions  apparently  don’t  mean 
a thing  and  blames  it  all  on  the  show  over 
on  the  Flushing  Meadows  . . . Dr.  Abram 
Feinberg,  rabbi  of  Temple  Emanuel  in 
Denver,  has  been  visiting  his  brother-in- 
law,  Joseph  Katsch.  At  lunch  at  the  Astor 
the  other  noon,  Artie  Rapf  made  it  a 
threesome.  General  reminiscing  was  the 
idea  . . . Charles  Einfeld  will  be  back  in 
the  fall  when  several  of  the  anticipated 
big  ones  over  at  Warner  will  be  ready  to 
crack  the  Main  Stem  . . . Al  Wilkie  gets  a 
hankering  to  return  to  Hollywood  every 
year  or  so.  He  usually  does,  stays  a few 
days  and  returns  to  New  York  and  con- 
tentment . . . Creta  Pollock  has  presented 
to  her  husband,  Louis,  a seven-and-a-half 
pound  boy.  Sydenham  Hospital  reports  all 
is  well. 

H.  M.  Richey,  who  commuted  by  plane 
to  and  from  his  summer  place  near 
Chatham,  Ont.,  in  less  time  than  it  took  a 
lot  of  people  to  get  into  Loew’s  State  . . . 
May  Weisberg,  Strand  secretary,  who,  on 
the  first  leg  of  a vacation,  spent  eight 
hours  on  the  highway  to  Saybrook,  Conn., 
a normal  three-hour  jaunt  . . . Stella  Sei- 
del, Bill  Sussman’s  secretary,  who  soaked 
up  so  much  of  Fire  Island’s  sun  that  her 
eyes  have  swelled  to  double  their  ogling 
proportions  . . . Sam  Marx,  Columbia’s 
story  editor,  is  here  from  the  coast,  en 
route  to  New  England  and  other  eastern 
states  in  search  of  play  material  and  talent 
among  the  summer  stock  colonies. 

That  long,  four-day  weekend  will  be  re- 
membered by:  Dave  Palfreyman  of  the 
Hays  office,  who,  on  his  first  trip  out,  hit 
three  94’s  and  a 98  on  the  Racebrook 
Country  Club  course  near  New  Haven  way 
. . . Sammy  Cohen  of  UA  foreign  publicity, 
who  celebrated  his  39th — "I’m  only  kid- 
ding”— birthday  with  a pair  of  up  front 
seats  for  "Streets  of  Paris”  . . . Frances 
Smith,  J.  J.  O’Connor’s  secretary,  who 
bailed  out  a trunkful  of  wearables  after 
her  Corinthia  cruising  de  luxe  stateroom 
sprang  a leak — pipe,  not  sea  variety  . . . 
Leonard  Satz  of  Century  circuit,  who 
churned  up  the  waters  off  Bay  Shore  and 
netted  a single  yellow  fin  after  hooking  a 
few  dozen  the  day  before. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

London  to  Hollywood — 

Ellen  Drew,  who  went  to  London  for 
the  lead  in  "French  Without  Tears” 
is  now  back  on  the  coast  for  a 
co-starring  role  with  Lloyd  Nolan  in 
"The  Broken  Heart  Cafe.”  All  for 
Paramount. 


gOB  GILLHAM  is  in  from  Hollywood,  as 
was  Cliff  Lewis  . . . Bill  Hebert,  who  suc- 
ceeded Vic  Shapiro  as  publicity  generalis- 
simo at  Selznick  International,  is  in  New 
York  for  a short  stay  . . . Howard  Dietz 
back  from  a short  coast  visit  . . . Gregory 
Dickson,  already  here  a couple  of  weeks, 
may  stay  the  summer  and  then  again  he 
may  return  to  the  coast  . . . Jack  Levin 
and  Joe  Stein,  those  two  copyright  boys, 
combined  for  a weekend  at  Cape  May  last 
week  . . . Neil  Agnew  in  light  coat,  dark 
trousers  and  startlingly  white  shoes,  with- 
out chapeaux  . . . Joe  Schenck  glimpsed 
at  “21”  during  the  luncheon  hour  . . . Joe 
Pincus  astrolling  down  7th  Avenue,  hard 
by  the  Warwick  where  he  lives. 

Bill  Chambliss  of  the  20th-Fox  publicity 
staff  is  spending  his  vacation  doing  active 
duty  with  squadron  number  three,  whose 
base  is  at  Floyd  Bennett  field,  in  his  ca- 
pacity as  naval  air  reserve  lieutenant  . . . 
Russell  Muth,  European  manager  for 
Movietone  News,  has  sent  his  family  here 
because  he  fears  a war  is  imminent  . . . 
Herbert  J.  Yates,  Republic  prexy,  sails  for 
Europe  with  Gene  Autry,  July  25  on  the 
Manhattan.  Autry’s  horse.  Champion, 
leaves  ten  days  earlier,  air-conditioned 
trailer  and  all  ..  . Al  Adams  and  his  Re- 
public publicity  staff  have  finally  moved 
up  from  the  third  to  the  lith  floor. 

Karl  McDonald  has  returned  from  a 
Paris  vacation  . . . E.  Lapimiere,  Loew’s 
director  of  continental  publicity,  docks  on 
the  Normandie,  Monday  . . . Dave  Lewis, 
Loew’s  manager  for  the  Argentine,  is  ex- 
pected here  shortly  . . . Reggie  Armour, 
RKO’s  European  manager,  sails  for  home 
Wednesday  on  the  Normandie.  Bert  Reis- 
man,  RKO’s  Peru  manager,  left  over  the 
weekend,  and  Max  Gomez,  manager  for 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Mexico,  sailed  on  the  Siboney,  Thursday 
. . . Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  20th-Fox’s  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  foreign  sales,  final- 
ly visited  Brooklyn  when  the  Northern 
Prince  which  brought  him  from  South 
America  docked  off  45th  Street.  Surmount- 
ing all  handicaps,  Irving  Maas,  Les  Whe- 
lan and  Clarence  V.  Hake  were  there  on 
time  to  greet  the  boss  . . . Roy  E.  Harrold, 
exhibitor  from  Rushville,  Ind.,  is  in  town 
visiting. 

Paul  Williams  on  Independence  Day  hit 
the  pill  around  the  Westchester  Country 
Club  until  Spyros  and  George  Skouras  . . . 
Al  Simon  of  WHN  and  Herman  Starr  of 
the  Skouras  circuit,  not  to  be  confused 
with  the  Warner  executive,  are  hard  to  tell 
apart,  they  look  so  much  alike  . . . And,  by 
the  way,  the  Warner  Starr  is  now  living 
in  Scarsdale  and  every  once  in  a while 
drives  to  Playland  at  Rye  to  give  the  kid- 
dies a thrill  . . . H.  M.  Warner  will  give  his 
Mt.  Vernon  home  to  a reputable  charit- 
able organization,  if  one  comes  along  to 
take  it  off  his  hands  and  relieve  him  of 
the  $8,000  in  annual  taxes,  now  that  he’s 
living  on  the  coast  . . . Ditto  for  Eddie 
Cantor,  whose  Great  Neck  mansion  has 
been  offered  for  the  same  purpose.  While 
on  the  subject  of  Cantor,  he  and  his  radio 
mob  garnered  better  than  $50,000  at  the 
State  last  week  . . . Bill  Scully  is  on  the 
road  again. 

Sylvia  Pourtnoy,  secretary  to  Mike 
Simons  at  M-G-M,  is  on  a honeymoon 
tour  of  Canada  as  Mrs.  Milton  Ginsberg, 
following  which  she  returns  to  her  former 
post  . . . John  Harrington,  manager  of 
Monogram’s  print  department,  is  on  the 
limpy  side,  having  wrenched  a knee  while 
attempting  some  fancy  soft  ball  maneuvers 
. . . Bruno  Cheli,  RKO’s  general  manager 
for  Brazil,  has  returned  to  his  headquar- 
ters in  Rio  de  Janeiro  after  attending  the 
company’s  sales  convention  here.  Ditto 
Ralph  Hanbury,  managing  director  for  the 
United  Kingdom,  back  to  London;  Fred 
S.  Gulbransen,  Latin  American  representa- 
tive, back  to  Panama,  and  Leon  Britton, 
general  manager  for  the  Far  East,  who 
sailed  for  his  territory  from  Vancouver, 
Saturday  . . . Movita  sailed  on  the  Queen 
Mary,  Wednesday,  for  England,  where  she 
will  join  her  husband.  Jack  Doyle. 

Mickey  Hyams,  London  exhibitor,  is  due 
shortly  . . . Morgan  Padelford  of  Techni- 
color sailed  recently  for  England  on  the 
He  de  France  . . . Bill  Rodgers  may  move 
back  to  New  Rochelle  where  Bob  Christen- 
berry  now  resides  and  which  is  a storie’s 
throw  from  Max  A.  Cohen’s  mansion  at 
Scarsdale  . . . Ralph  Pielow,  Albany 
M-G-M  manager,  was  in  town  the  other 
day  discussing  a deal  with  Sid  Denno  and 
Harry  Black  of  the  Fabian  circuit  . . . 
Joe  Bernhard,  Clayton  Bond,  Bill  Rodgers 
and  Tom  Connors  huddled  together  the 
other  noon  at  Lady  Astor’s  Hunting  Room 
on  an  M-G-M-Warner  circuit  deal,  or  was 
it  the  after  effects  of  the  Picture  Pioneers 
jamboree  which  still  has  the  trade  talking? 
. . . C.  H.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  of  Waco,  Tex., 
were  visitors  to  the  Paramount  Fair  lounge 
while  vacationing  here.  From  Times 


Square  the  couple  went  to  Niagara  Falls 
. . . Tom  Murray,  Universal  executive,  was 
accosted  by  a friend  at  the  Film  Center 
who  took  objection  to  the  newly  acquired 
girth,  to  which  Murray  chirped:  “You 
don’t  thmk  I’m  going  to  take  it  off  for 
nothing  when  it  cost  so  much  to  put  it 
on?” 

Sidney  Samuelson  around  the  Film  Cen- 
ter the  first  time  in  weeks  and  looking 
much  like  a stranger  ...  A.  A.  Schubart 
of  RKO  was  in  Chicago  last  week.  Ditto 
Louis  Phillips,  Paramount  counsel,  but  on 
the  government  contempt  hearings  . . . 
Bob  Lynch,  Quaker  City  M-G-M  district 
manager,  in  town  the  other  day  for  a 
quick  trip  . . . Jack  D.  Prop’s  father-in- 
law  was  seriously  injured  Wednesday  night 
in  an  auto  accident,  which  kept  Jack  up 
all  night  . . . Eddie  Gribbon  is  in  town 
. . . Mike  Poller  and  Bill  McShea  taking 
their  after  lunch  walk  on  Broadway  and 
giving  the  Rialto  the  once  over,  the  Ar- 
thur Mayer  house  playing  “Five  Came 
Back,”  which  is  an  RKO  picture  . . . Ber- 
nard R.  Goodman,  sales  manager  of  the 
Warner  accessories  sales  department,  is 
father  of  a baby  girl. 


J^RS.  SAM  DIAMOND  and  her  blessed 
event  are  doing  very  well  at  Sinai 
Hospital.  The  same  goes  for  the  new 
papa,  who  is  a 20th  Century-Fox  sales- 
man . . . I.  M.  Rappaport,  Hippodrome 
chief,  is  taking  in  the  cool  breezes  of  At- 
lantic City  . . . Bob  Ashcroft,  manager  of 
the  Apollo,  is  spending  his  vacation  in  the 
south.  Ashcroft  is  a native  of  Texas.  Lee 
Goldsmith  is  filling  in. 

Enjoying  leisure  hours  at  his  summer 
home  on  the  Severn,  is  Edward  Kimpel,  a 
Rome  Theatres  executive  . . . Eddie  Wyatt 
of  the  Preston  is  recuperating  from  an 
operation  at  the  General  Hospital,  South 
Baltimore  . . . Evelyn  Buckner,  cashier  at 
the  Little  Theatre  who  was  married  not 
too  long  ago,  is  honeymooning  with  the 
other  half  in  Canada. 

The  Schanze,  a link  in  the  Rome  chain 
managed  by  Ed  Matthews,  is  on  an  ab- 
breviated schedule  for  the  summer,  operat- 
ing on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday 
only  . . . Robert  Marhenke,  manager  of 
the  Broadway,  is  now  a full-fledged  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  was  appointed  by 
Governor  O’Connor  . . . Mrs.  Leonard, 
secretary  at  the  Hippodrome,  is  vacation- 
ing at  Ocean  City. 

Softball  scores:  Boulevard  4,  Hippo- 
drome 0;  Met  11,  Apollo  2;  Broadway  7, 
Century  2 . . . Charlie  Oakes  has  been 
transferred  from  Harold  Grott’s  Met  to 
the  Capitol  . . . Ted  Routson,  Hippodrome 
ballyhoo  ace,  is  lining  up  a local  show  for 
the  “Stardust  Review”  . . . Leon  Bach,  an 
executive  for  Rome  Theatres,  spent  the 
Fourth  with  a minimum  of  activity,  re- 
cuperating from  a slight  illness. 


Opens  Summer  Situation 

Ravena,  N.  Y. — Mitchell  Conery  is  now 
operating  his  Hensonville  Theatre,  with 
vacationists  pouring  into  the  Catskill 
Mountains.  It  is  the  only  summer  situa- 
tion in  the  Conery  chain. 


QAM  BENDHEIM  jr.,  general  manager, 

and  Harold  Wood,  secretary.  Neighbor- 
hood Theatres,  went  up  to  Front  Royal 
last  Saturday  for  the  opening  of  the  new 
Skyline  Drive  Terrace  restaurant,  which 
was  designed  by  A.  O.  Budina,  Neighbor- 
hood Theatre  architect  . . . Al  Nowitsky, 
manager  of  the  National,  announced  that 
the  stage  show  policy  would  be  discon- 
tinued for  the  summer  months,  but  he 
had  already  received  bookings  for  the  fall 
season  . . . While  vacationing  in  the  mid- 
west, A.  O.  Budina  attended  the  25th  anni- 
versary of  his  class  at  the  University  of 
Chicago. 

A.  Frank  O’Brien,  city  manager  for  Wil- 
mer  and  Vincent,  spent  several  days  in 
New  York  visiting  his  home  office  and  get- 
ting a glimpse  of  the  Fair  . . . Frank  Straus, 
assistant  to  David  Kamsky,  advertising 
manager.  Neighborhood  Theatres,  has  re- 
turned from  tivo  weeks’  training  at  Fort 
George  Meade  Training  Camp,  Maryland. 
Frank  is  a lieutenant  in  the  O.  R.  C.  . . . 
Dave  Peterson,  Altec  engineer,  was  in  town 
relieving  Mervin  Ullman  . . . Charlie  Hul- 
bert,  manager  of  the  Lee,  and  his  wife  are 
vacationing  in  Bermuda  . . . William 

Murphy,  veteran  doorman  at  Loew’s,  will 
celebrate  his  66th  birthday  on  July  25  . . . 
Tom  Baldridge,  Winchester  manager,  re- 
cently elected  president  of  the  State  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  has  signed  a con- 
tract as  general  manager  of  the  Skyline 
Caverns  . . . Floyd  Stawls,  manager  of  the 
Carillon,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie  Yerby 
visited  Norfolk. 

Dan  Weinberg,  owner  of  theatres  in 
Lynchburg,  Buena  Vista  and  Bedford,  is 
building  bowling  alleys  in  Lexington  . . . 
Edward  Auger,  New  York  RCA  official,  was 
a Richmond  visitor  . . . N.  A.  Willis,  RCA 
engineer,  is  relieving  Jim  McLemore  in 
Roanoke  . . . Filmrow  is  saddened  by  the 
death  of  the  mother-in-law  of  William 
Rippard,  Farmville  exhibitor  . . . William 
F.  Crockett,  Virginia  Beach  theatre  owner, 
and  president  of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia,  is 
vacationing  with  his  family  in  New  York. 

The  town  council  of  Alta  Vista  has 
passed  a measure  taxing  carnivals  at  the 
rate  of  $200  a day  or  $1,000  a week.  The 
action  was  prompted  by  a delegation  of 
theatre  and  business  men  . . . Linwood 
Floivers,  manager  of  the  Rex  in  Berkley,  is 
also  managing  the  Redmen’s  ball  team  . . . 
Shirley  Wessels,  cashier,  Warwick,  New 
Port  News,  was  married  to  David  Hen- 
dricks . . . William  S.  Wilder,  Norfolk  cir- 
cuit oumer,  who  has  been  in  a Connecticut 
hospital  for  several  weeks,  has  returned 
home. 

Lester  Isaacs,  head  of  Loew’s  projection 
department.  New  York,  was  a recent  visi- 
tor . . . Sam  Bendheim  III  celebrated  his 
fourth  birthday  on  June  15  with  a big 
party  . . . J.  C.  Caldwell,  manager,  Lee, 
Appomattox,  has  been  reelected  to  the  town 
council  for  another  term  . . . Morton  G. 
Thalhimer,  president  of  Neighborhood  The- 
atres, vacationed  with  his  family  at  Vir- 
ginia Beach  . . . Grace  Ward,  cashier  of 
the  Westhampton,  was  married  to  William 
Hause  on  Saturday,  June  24. 
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CAM  ROSEN,  Monogram,  is  beaming  be- 
cause the  new  censors  finally  passed 
“Assassin  of  Youth,”  after  a yeai-long 
fight.  The  previous  censor  board  re.iected 
the  film  . . . Philip  Hirsh,  Hirsh  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  and  Mae  Quittle  were  married 
a month  ago,  but  they’ve  just  got  around 
to  admitting  it  . . . Nate  Rubin  is  new 
manager  at  Goldman’s  Terminal.  Abe 
Prank’s  at  the  56th  . . . A1  Zimbalist,  War- 
ner advertising  man,  is  back  from  his  va- 
cation minus  his  spectacular  mustache. 

John  Irvin  is  in  his  third  week  of  picket- 
ing outside  the  office  of  Local  307  lATSE 
operators  union.  He  says  he  has  a union 
card  with  Local  418,  across  the  river  in 
Camden  . . . “Nooky”  Beckett  is  limping 
after  getting  an  overdose  of  sunburn  in 
the  wrong  place  . . . Dave  Barrist,  Quality 
Premiums,  is  off  for  a month’s  vacation  in 
Argentina  . . . The  Warner  advertising 
staff  were  guests  of  Kurt  H.  Volk,  Inc., 
typographers,  on  a fishing  trip  . . . Eddie 
Kope  is  taking  a lot  of  kidding  in  the 
Warner  advertising  office  for  being  the 
lone  remaining  bachelor. 

Insiders  say  a newly  organized  “thea- 
tre front”  union — taking  in  cashiers,  as- 
sistant managers,  ushers — will  soon  ob- 
tain an  inclusive  contract  with  the  War- 
ner chain.  Negotiations  are  supposed  to  be 
going  on  in  New  York  . . . Bea  Weinstein, 
secretary  to  Bill  Gabriel,  Metro,  is  off  on 
vacation  . . . Ditto  Jimmy  Dowling,  Metro 
shipper.  He’s  taking  it  easy  in  Virginia. 
C.  C.  Pippin,  Metro  salesman,  is  roughing 
it  in  the  mountains  somewhere.  And  Ber- 
nice “Butch”  Waldman  is  telling  her 
friends  she’s  going  to  cool  off  in  air-con- 
ditioned Maine. 

Kay  Milner,  Oscar  Neufeld’s  pretty  lit- 
tle secretary,  is  sporting  a tan  obtained  in 
the  Delaware  near  historic  Washington’s 
Crossing  . . . Irv  and  Morris  Phillips,  for- 
merly of  the  Upsal,  are  now  doing  promis- 
ing business  at  the  Astor  and  Park,  Allen- 
town . . . All  local  exchanges  except  RKO 
and  tlniversal  have  instituted  Saturday 
holidays  during  the  summer,  with  only  a 
skeleton  force  at  work  . . . The  Folcroft 
Fire  Co.  softball  team,  the  only  one  to 
defeat  the  Horlacher  stars  this  season,  re- 
peated the  stunt  last  week  at  the  home  of 
Tom  Lark,  Horlacher  cashier.  He’s  a 
member  of  the  fire  company  himself,  but 
played  with  the  film  carriers. 

Major-Chaplain  B.  W.  Huntington  has 
taken  over  film  bookings  for  the  national 
guard  camp  at  Bethany  Beach  . . . United 
Artists’  Harry  Bodkin  surveyed  Vine  Street 
in  company  of  an  architect,  laying  plans 
for  the  new  building  . . . Bill  Heenan, 
Peerless,  now  has  the  selling  franchise  for 
Alexander  Preview  Trailer  Co. 

The  Ritz-Karlton  is  becoming  a hang- 
out for  film  men.  Oscar  Neufeld,  Hor- 
lacher, in  taking  an  apartment  there, 
joined  Joe  Leon,  Universal;  Al  Goodwin, 
Quality  Premiums,  and  Stanley  Goldberg, 
Rational  Screen  . . . Talk  around  town  of 
forming  a branch  of  the  “25  Year  Club,” 
being  organized  in  New  York  by  Jack 
Cohn,  vice-president,  Columbia.  Among 
the  localites  who  would  be  eligible,  by 
reason  of  a quarter  of  a century  in  the 
business,  are  “Pop”  Corson,  Ben  Amster- 


dam, Al  Boyd,  Abe  Sablosky,  Lou  Sablo- 
sky,  Fromk  Buhler,  Edgar  Moss,  Earle 
Sweigert,  Michael  Lessy. 

A.  H.  Goldsmith,  Cross  Keys,  had  what 
looked  like  the  statue  of  a golden  calf  in 
his  lobby.  It  was  an  exploitation  stunt  for 
“Ferdinand  the  Bull”  . . . Bill  Morgan, 
Vineland,  put  on  a special  amateur  show 
with  the  help  of  local  boy  scouts  . . . The 
boys  at  the  Strand  are  still  boasting  about 
winning  the  trophy  in  the  Warner  York 
bowling  contest  over  teams  from  three 
other  theatres.  The  champion  bowlers 
were  Raymond  Chevaux,  Paul  Harvey,  Wil- 
liam Reever  jr.,  and  Jack  Reichley.  The 
other  teams  were  from  the  Capitol,  Rialto 
and  Ritz. 


N,  y.  Unit  Ahead  on  Code 
Despite  Allied  Stand 

New  York — New  York  Allied  does  not 
see  eye  to  eye  with  the  national  Allied 
body  on  the  trade  code,  and  at  the  Syra- 
cuse meeting  appointed  a committee  of 
five  to  continue  negotiations  with  dis- 
tributors “in  event  a satisfactory  docu- 
ment can  be  evolved  which  would  embody 
with  definite  clarity  the  intent  of  the  pro- 
posed code  reached  at  Chicago.”  This  tends 
to  substantiate  originally  maintained 
declarations  by  Max  Cohen,  president  of 
the  unit,  of  his  desire  to  effect  regulation 
from  within  the  trade. 

The  committee: 

Cohen,  Rapp  Merriam  and  S.  Gross- 
man,  Syracuse;  Mitchell  Conery,  Ravena, 
and  Ray  Pashley,  Cattaraugus.  H.  Laur- 
ence of  Interlaken  is  alternate. 

The  state  unit  is  closing  its  membership 
books  after  September  1,  after  which  in- 
dependents joining  must  pay  $50  per  thea- 
tre initiation  fee. 


RKO  Property  Assessment 
Will  Be  Aired  in  Court 

New  York  — William  Stanley  Miller, 
president  of  the  board  of  taxes  and  as- 
sessments, and  Dominic  A.  Trotter,  Wil- 
liam Mills  and  Joseph  Lully,  commissioners 
and  members  of  the  board,  have  been  or- 
dered by  Supreme  Court  Justice  Ernest 
Hammer  to  appear  September  18,  to  de- 
fend their  stand  in  assessing  RKO  property 
at  154  East  58th  St. 

RKO  Proctor  Corp.  is  the  complainant, 
charging  an  overassessment  of  $387,000. 
The  board  found  the  property  to  be  worth 
$755,000  unimproved,  $1,325,000  improved. 


Projectionist  Day  at  the 
New  York  World's  Fair 

New  York — Active  participation  of  all 
projectionist  locals  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  in  a Projectionist  Day  at  the 
New  York  World’s  Pair  will  be  sought  by 
Joseph  Basson,  president  of  Local  306,  who 
has  appointed  an  arrangements  commit- 
tee. Date  of  the  event  will  be  announced 
shortly. 

Chairmanned  by  P.  A.  McGuire,  the  ar- 
rangements committee  includes  G.  Ed- 
wards, C.  Eichhorn  and  O.  Kafka. 


WAgllHIIlllWCiTOM 

gAM  MELLITS,  Denton-Ridgely-Greens- 
boro,  visited  the  Row  and  announced 
his  entrance  in  another  field  of  activity, 
namely,  as  a call  fireman  in  his  com- 
munity. Claims  he  has  the  red  shirt  and 
insignia,  and  will  attend  the  Atlantic  City 
convention  with  the  firehouse  gang.  Chief 
Cooper  Smith  wants  him  to  be  an  auc- 
tioneer, but  Sam  doesn’t  talk  enough  . . . 
Moe  Barney,  Petersburg,  made  his  yearly 
visit  to  the  Row  . . . The  christening  of 
Sam  Diamond’s  heir  was  held  at  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital,  Baltimore,  July  3.  20th- 
Fox’s  Sam  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  at- 
tended . . . Thelma  Crites,  UA,  is  spend- 
ing her  vacation  in  Maryville,  Mo.  . . . B. 
F.  Southern,  Clarksville,  Va.,  visited  the 
exchanges  . . . RKO’s  Edith  Hislop  is  sun- 
tanning at  Colonial  Beach. 

Bill  Ewing,  Warner  theatres,  has  re- 
turned from  his  vacation  . . . Mrs.  Alice 
Anderson  has  returned  to  her  duties  after 
a recent  illness  . . . Mary  Davis  and  Louis 
Ripnitski,  Warner  theatres,  spent  the 
weekend  in  the  country,  with  Miss  M. 
Swenarton  visiting  at  Annapolis  . . . Russell 
Ricker  of  Paramount  has  returned  from 
his  recent  sojourn  . . . George  Helms,  UA, 

spent  a week  in  Atlanta,  Ga Edgar 

Moss,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  is  plan- 
ning a visit  to  the  local  exchange  . . . Ann 
Schneider,  Columbia,  visited  New  York  over 
the  weekend  . . . Variety’s  softball  team 
copped  a doubleheader  last  week  . . . Rid- 
ley Green,  Chase  City,  Md.,  renewed  ac- 
quaintances along  the  Row. 

Earl  Taylor,  Monogram  booker,  got  him- 
self into  a nice  kettle  of  fish,  paddled  down 
the  river  from  his  summer  cottage  and 
filled  the  boat  with  an  assorted  catch  . . . 
Filmrowites  took  the  feasting  honors  . . . 
Dick  Harrity  and  Mark  Silver,  UA  sales- 
men, chose  New  York  for  the  weekend  . . . 
Elmer  McKinley,  UA  office  manager,  is 
heading  for  Virginia  Beach  on  his  vacation 
. . . Hilda  Yaeger,  20th-Fox,  is  vacationing 
in  Florida  . . . Frank  Ponton,  Martins- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  seen  along  the  Row  . . . 
RKO’s  Al  Polliard  is  looking  for  a week- 
end golfing  partner. 

Universal’s  Bernie  Kreisler  motored  to 
Virginia  Beach  for  the  holiday  weekend, 
boarded  the  yacht  The  McCoy  under  the 
usual  salute  and  served  as  guest  commo- 
dore during  an  all-day  cruise.  He  displayed 
his  piscatorial  ability  with  his  usual  line 
and  entertained  with  a renditioii  of  “Three 
Little  Fishes”  . . . R.  B.  Skinner,  Ken- 
bridge -Victoria,  Va.,  checked  on  the  latest 
releases  . . . Bob  Smeltzer,  Warner  division 
manager,  and  Fred  Biersdorf,  Warner 
branch  manager,  visited  the  Baltimore  ac- 
cou7its  a7id  the7i  headed  for  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth,  Va.  . . . Joh7i  J.  Payette,  War- 
7ier  theatre  zo7ie  manager,  weeke7ided  at 
South  River,  Md. 

Barney  Frank,  Universal  salesman,  sure 
is  a proud  pappy.  His  son  totes  the  pig- 
skin for  Columbia,  while  his  daughter 
is  a model  for  the  well-known  Powers 
agency,  and  can  be  seen  in  the  recent 
Buick  motor  ad  . . . Gladys  Sweeney,  RKO, 
who  claims  Arkansas  as  her  home  state, 
will  assume  the  role  of  the  “Arkansas 
Traveler”  when  she  boards  ship  for  that 
Boston  cruise  . . . Rose  Harris,  20th-Pox, 
is  spending  her  vacation  in  the  mountains. 
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pJEWELL  KURSON  of  Graphic  circuit, 
Boston,  and  manager  of  Paramount, 
Schroon  Lake,  during  the  summer,  visited 
Filmrow.  Ditto  Bob  Yates  of  Lake,  Lake 
George.  Yates,  old  time  vaudevillian,  has 
been  entertaining  at  the  World’s  Fair. 

Arlington,  East  Arlington,  Vt.,  which  J. 
W.  Bird  closed  sometime  ago,  has  been 
re-opened  by  him  . . . Carl  Tollman,  who 
recently  leased  the  Valatie,  Valatie,  from 
Mrs.  Antoinette  McNamara,  opeiied  the 
Playhouse  in  Manchester,  Vt.,  for  the 
summer. 

Madge  Rider  resigned  as  secretary  to 
Max  Friedman,  Warner  Theatre  zone 
booker,  to  accept  a post  with  the  state 
health  department  . . . Helen  Wisper, 
poised  and  pleasant  secretary  to  Moe 
Grassgreen,  20th  Century-Fox  branch 
boss,  is  driving  a new  car. 

A salesman  employing  a chauffeur. 
That’s  the  scheme  adopted  by  Warner’s 
George  Goldberg,  to  keep  on  the  rounds 
while  recovering  from  infected  feet  which 
made  driving  impossible. 

Walter  Reade  jr.  helloed  on  Filmrow. 
Headed  north  for  Saratoga  Springs,  where 
his  father  operates  the  Community,  and 
then  south  to  Kingston.  Reported  that  St. 
Mary’s  Hall  in  Haines  Falls  may  not  oper- 
ate regularly  this  summer.  George  Thorn- 
ton operates  the  Orpheum  in  Tannersville, 
close  by,  and  Louis  Klein  the  Hunter  in 
Hunter,  also  neighboring  . . . Harry  Rabin- 
owitz  of  Theatre  Displays  Co.,  with  offices 
on  Film  Alley,  saw  marvels  of  the  World’s 
Fair  on  a vacation  in  New  York. 

Harry  La  Mont,  who  leases  Odd  Fellows 
Hall,  Berlin,  for  pictures — at  present 
showing  one  night  a week — has  taken  over 
the  New  Vanderbilt  in  Greenville.  It  was 
a summer  situation  but  La  Mont  plans  to 
operate  year  around.  Improvements  in- 
clude new  seats  and  sound  . . . Cal  King 
closed  the  Walden.  Williamstown,  Mass., 
for  six  weeks,  and  went  to  Boston  on  vaca- 
tion. This  is  said  to  be  the  first  summer 
closedown,  although  Williamstown  is  pri- 
marily a college  town. 

Walter  Wertime  sr.,  owner  of  the  Ches- 
tertown  Theatre,  attended  a bar  associa- 
tion meeting  at  Saranac  Lake.  Wertime  is 
a Cohoes  attorney  with  large  realty  hold- 
ings in  that  city  and  in  Chestertown, 
Adirondack  Mountain  spot  . . . United 
Artist’s  new  salesman  in  Albany  territory, 
Mr.  Steele,  is  a cosmopolitan,  having  served 
in  the  foreign  department  and  sold  films 
in  South  America  . . . Stanley  Goldberg, 
Columbia  booker,  spent  a weekend  in  Ver- 
mont. Ditto  Paul  Richrath,  Grand  Na- 
tional manager,  at  his  Larchmont  home. 

Harry  Gross  is  managing  Amenia, 
Amenia,  while  Lou  Bucken  and  his  wife 
are  visiting  World’s  Fair  and  Golden  Gate 
Exposition,  on  an  ocean  journey.  Gross  is 
Bucken’s  brother-in-law. 

Victory  Theatre  and  Amusement  Corp. 
has  been  formed  to  conduct  a motion  pic- 


ture and  theatrical  business  in  Lacka- 
wanna. Capital:  $40,000,  $100  par  value. 
Incorporators:  Oscar  Williams,  Fada  Wil- 
liams, Harry  N.  Williams,  30  Ridge  Road, 
Lackawarma.  Attorneys:  S.  Richard  Bus- 
caglia.  White  Bldg.,  Buffalo. 

Jack  Bellman,  eastern  district  sales 
manager  for  Republic,  stopped  here  after 
visiting  the  Buffalo  office  and  its  new 
manager,  Nat  Markus  . . . Arthur  J.  New- 
man, local  branch  boss,  has  been  spend- 
ing many  hours  in  the  field  to  line  up  deals 
for  1939-40  product.  Frank  Duffy  is  riding 
the  circuit  for  Republic  Films,  as  he  did 
for  Bernard  H.  Mills,  former  franchise 
holder. 

Paramount’s  “Union  Pacific,”  which 
played  the  Palace  following  a visit  of  ex- 
ploitation train  and  featured  performers  to 
Albany,  was  voted  the  most  popular  pic- 
ture by  the  senior  class  of  Christian 
Brothers  Academy. 

William  A.  Scully,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Universal,  and  Dave  Miller,  east- 
ern district  manager,  visited  the  local  ex- 
change en  route  to  Gloversville  to  close  a 
deal  for  the  entire  Schine  circuit.  Branch 
Manager  Joe  Engel  accompanied  them 
. . . Mrs.  Bernard  Mantha,  secretary  to  Al 
Marchetti,  Universal  booker,  is  on  vaca- 
tion, following  the  return  of  William  Han- 
ley, advertising  clerk. 

William  C.  (Bill)  With,  assistant  man- 
ager-treasurer of  Fabian’s  Palace,  married 
Florence  A.  Bornhorst,  Albany,  at  Our 
Lady  Help  of  Christians  Church.  Couple 
honeymooned  in  the  west  . . . Alex  Sayles, 
Palace  manager,  was  to  follow  With  on  a 
vacation.  Sayles,  whom  Filmrow  boys  rate 
a smart  advertising  and  exploitation  man, 
battled  a bad  cold.  He  is  a former  Albany 
reporter.  Went  into  theatrical  managing 
when  Chris  Buckley  became  an  operator. 

Eddie  Cantor’s  draw  at  the  Palace  was 
doubly  notable,  in  the  opinion  of  theatre- 
men,  because  Ringling  Bros,  circus  played 
Albany  the  day  before  and  hung  up  a re- 
ported $30,000  gross.  This  took  a lot  of 
money  out  of  town,  but  Cantor  still  was 
able  to  pull  them  in  for  50  miles  around. 
Fabian  management  could  not  book  him 
on  any  other  date.  The  William  Morris 
office  sent  two  men  to  Albany  on  the  ad- 
vance. 

Eastern  Pa,.  N,  J..  Allied 
Expresses  Solidarity 

Philadelphia — A general  meeting  of 
Allied  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  New  Jer- 
sey and  Delaware  ratified  the  decisions  of 
the  national  convention  at  Minneapolis, 
including  the  stand  on  the  trade  pact. 

At  the  same  time  the  group  passed  a 
resolution  of  support  for  the  Neely  Bill. 

Leaders  announced  plans  for  a series  of 
visits  by  a Philadelphia  exhibitor  delega- 
tion to  cities  throughout  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  meetings  will  be  held  for 
Allied  members  and  other  independents  to 
discuss  industry  problems. 


Hoyts  Executive  Setup  to 
Stay  Intact.  Says  Munro 

New  York — There  will  be  no  changes  in 
the  executive  setup  of  Hoyts  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  declares  Charles  E.  Munro,  chair- 
man and  managing  director. 

Here  for  conferences  with  20th  Century- 
Fox,  Munro  says,  “I  am  greatly  surprised 
at  the  unauthorized  and  incorrect  state- 
ments concerning  the  management  of 
Hoyts  which  had  appeared  in  certain  trade 
papers  recently.” 

Hoyts  is  an  Australian  company  with 
thousands  of  Australian  shareholders, 
Munro  points  out,  with  a board  of  direc- 
tors entirely  Australian,  elected  by  the 
various  shareholding  groups. 

“The  management  and  policy  of  the 
company  are  under  the  control  of  the 
board  which  is  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
existing  executive  setup,”  Munro  states. 
“And  the  question  of  any  changes  thereto 
has  not  ever  been  considered,  nor  is  it 
likely  to  be.” 

Munro  plans  to  leave  Los  Angeles, 
August  9,  on  the  Mariposa.  Maurice  Slo- 
man,  executive  secretary  of  Hoyts,  sails 
with  him.  Dan  Michalove,  who  will  repre- 
sent National  Theatres,  which  has  a stock- 
controlling interest  in  Hoyts,  may  leave 
with  the  Australian  theatre  pair. 


Two  RKO  Branch  Setups 
Are  Changed  in  Shift 

New  York — Realignment  of  RKO’s  De- 
troit and  Indianapolis  branches  under 
supervision  of  Walter  Branson  to  become 
part  of  the  western  and  southern  division, 
under  Cresson  E.  Smith,  has  been  com- 
pleted. The  company  has  also  created  a 
new  Prairie  district,  under  L.  E.  Gold- 
hammer,  former  Minneapolis  branch  man- 
ager. 

Eastern  Central  District  Manager  Nat 
Levy  has  transferred  his  headquarters 
from  Detroit  to  Philadelphia,  with  super- 
vision over  Philadelphia,  Cincinnati,  Cleve- 
land, Pittsburgh  and  Washington  now  un- 
der eastern  and  Canadian  Sales  Manager 
E.  L.  McEvoy. 

Buffalo  has  been  added  to  J.  H.  Mac- 
Intyre’s northeastern  district,  which  now 
consists  of  Albany,  Boston,  Buffalo  and 
New  Haven.  The  Prairie  district  embraces 
Des  Moines,  Minneapolis,  Omaha  and  Sioux 
Falls,  and  continues  as  part  of  Smith’s 
division. 


National  Radio  Forum  on 
"Intermezzo"  as  Title 

New  York — A nation-wide  radio  forum 
on  the  use  of  “Intermezzo”  as  the  title  of 
the  season’s  first  production  from  David 
O.  Selznick  will  bring  into  play  one  of  the 
more  effective  tieup  promotions  between  a 
producer  and  broadcasting  chain.  George 
Fisher,  who  broadcasts  twice  a week  over 
150  stations  of  the  Mutual  network,  will 
take  “Intermezzo”  as  the  “new  word  for 
an  ‘affair’,”  asking  listeners  for  their  opin- 
ions of  the  word  as  the  title  of  the  new 
film,  with  prizes  to  be  awarded  for  the 
most  interesting  ideas. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Fear  Labor  Disorder  Hollywood  Set  for  Hays ' Visit; 

Wilh  FTP  F adeout  Hope  for  Labor  Settlemen  t 


l Apparently  abandoning  their  efforts  to 
’ convince  Congress  that  the  Federal  Thea- 
tre Project  should  be  continued,  local 
! lobbyists  nevertheless  are  leaving  no 
f stones  unturned  in  desperate  efforts  to 
' bring  some  order  out  of  the  chaos  which 
‘ will,  it  is  feared,  result  when  the  FTP 
folds  in  less  than  60  days  hence. 

The  determined  drive  by  Hollywood 
screen,  stage  and  radio  organizations  to 
persuade  Congress  of  the  advisability  of 
keeping  the  FTP  alive  went  up  in  smoke 
when  a senate  committee  recommended 
that  the  house  of  representatives’  relief  bill, 
eliminating  the  theatre  division,  be  passed. 
Virtually  a death  warrant,  this  senate  ac- 
tion forestalls  any  further  campaigns  to 
extend  the  60-day  moratorium  and  has 
f left  local  FTP  adherents  confronted  with 
the  chore  of  keeping  as  many  of  the  1,250 
! local  FTP  employes  in  jobs  as  possible. 

1 Now  being  contemplated  is  the  estab- 
j lishment  of  a joint  committee  of  all  guilds, 
; sponsored  by  the  actors,  directors  and 

writers,  to  study  the  feasibility  of  continu- 
ing the  FTP  here  under  local  auspices. 
One  such  proposal  already  has  come  from 
! Arthur  J.  Beckhard,  who  is  mapping  plans 
[ for  a theatre  foundation  under  a sponsor- 
^ ship  and  subscription  plan.  Beckhard 
i scheduled  a mass  meeting  at  the  Vine 


Desk-dusting  and  file-straightening  are 
being  mingled  with  more  routine  chores  at 
the  local  offices  of  the  producers  associa- 
tion in  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  Will 
Hays,  president  of  the  MPPDA,  who  checks 
in  for  the  summer  after  delivering  an  ad- 
dress before  delegates  to  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  National  Educational  Ass’n 
in  San  Francisco. 

Hays’  arrival  is  expected  to  spur  the 
work  of  Pat  Casey  and  Victor  Clarke,  pro- 
ducer-labor contacts,  in  their  efforts  to 


Street  Theatre  and  invited  members  of 
the  SAG  and  Actors  Equity  to  attend.  Set 
to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  proposed  founda- 
tion were  Edward  Arnold,  Beulah  Bondi, 
Gene  Lockhart,  Beckhard,  Joseph  Schild- 
kraut,  G.  P.  Huntley  and  others. 

Meantime,  under  private  sponsorship, 
the  FTP’s  production  of  “Mikado  in 
Swing”  with  an  all-Negro  cast  will  open 
at  the  El  Capitan  Tlieatre,  July  10,  and  a 
privately-financed  production  of  “Two-a- 
Day,”  a successful  FTP  venture,  is  play- 
ing at  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  downtown, 
as  an  adjunct  to  the  theatre’s  screen  en- 
tertainment. Combined  casts  and  techni- 
cal crews  of  the  two  productions  represent 
nearly  200,  all  formerly  with  the  FTP. 


clarify  to  some  extent  the  tangled  studio 
labor  picture,  the  complexities  of  which, 
so  far,  have  prevented  any  definite  action 
toward  setting  a date  for  the  long-overdue 
producer-labor  conferences  concerning  re- 
visions in  the  basic  studio  working  agree- 
ments. Casey  has  held  several  meetings 
with  studio  managers  and  with  officials  of 
the  various  unions  involved,  including  the 
lATSE,  which  is  now  waging  a battle  for 
jurisdictional  control  of  Local  37  in  su- 
perior court. 

Meantime  another  phase  of  the  studio 
employment  setup  is  being  analyzed  by 
Fred  W.  Beetson,  secretary  of  the  local 
Hays  office,  with  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  delve  into  the  jurisdictional 
status  over  screen  juveniles  less  than  18 
years  old.  These  minor  players,  who  are 
now  under  the  thumb  of  the  board  of 
education,  may  be  given  over  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  state  labor  commission,  which 
is  taking  steps  to  assume  jurisdiction.  The 
Hays  office  committee,  comprising  Fred 
S.  Meyer  of  20th  Century-Fox;  Dave  Gar- 
ber, Universal,  and  Ted  Butcher,  M-G-M, 
has  scheduled  conferences  with  studio 
casting  directors  and  company  attorneys, 
and  will  draft  a survey  either  recommend- 
ing or  condemning  the  Labor  Commission’s 
request. 

"Pictures  in  Education" 

Choosing  “The  Motion  Picture  in  Edu- 
cation” as  his  topic.  Hays’  address  to  the 
National  Education  Ass’n  stressed  the 
progress  made  by  the  film  industry  since 
the  formation  of  the  producers  associa- 
tion 17  years  ago  and  its  present  status 
as  a “distinctive  and  mature  art.”  He  as- 
sured the  convention  delegates  that  the 
industry  is  sparing  no  effort  to  develop 
the  educational,  as  well  as  the  entertain- 
ment, value  of  motion  pictures,  along  two 
already-charted  courses:  Instructional 
films  and  “programs  looking  toward  the 
exploration  of  pedagogic  value  of  films 
made  for  the  theatre” — which,  Hays  de- 
clared, must  “supplement  and  not  sup- 
plant” pictures  made  with  the  sole  objec- 
tive of  subject  matter  instruction.  He 
commended  educational  courses  in  motion 
picture  appreciation,  and  touched  briefly 
upon  the  work  of  the  commission  on  hu- 
man relations  of  the  Progressive  Educa^ 
tion  Ass’n  in  creating  a series  of  films 
based  on  that  subject,  using  excerpts  from 
existing,  non-current  films  as  their  basis. 


Vacation  in  Cairo — 

The  William  Keighleys  as  they  vacationed  recently  in  Cairo,  Egypt.  Left 
to  right,  Mrs.  E.  De  Leon,  wife  of  the  Warner  branch  manager  in  Cairo; 
Mrs.  Keighley  (Genevieve  Tobin),  Keighley,  and  De  Leon.  Keighley  is  a 
director  for  Warner  Bros. 
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Celluloid  Fate  of  Lewis  Novel  Film  Comeback  by 

Absorbs  Hollywood  Liberals  Senior  Laemmle 


The  film  future,  if  any,  of  Sinclair 
Lewis’  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here’’  and  the 
rumors  which  followed  in  the  wake  of  the 
now  historic  visit  of  ten  Nazi  newspaper 
editors  to  the  M-G-M  studio  occupied  the 
major  portion  of  the  attention  of  the  film 
capital’s  liberal  element. 

Conjectures  as  to  the  celluloid  fate  of 
Lewis’  thrust  against  dictatorship  were 
precipitated  when,  in  New  York,  Henry 
Pratt  Fairchild,  president  of  the  Film 
Audiences  for  Democracy,  prepared  and 
issued  an  open  letter  to  Louis  B.  Mayer  of 
Metro,  scoring  him  and  his  company  for 
shelving  the  property  and  urging  them 
either  to  reconsider  the  move  or  to  sell 
the  film  rights  to  “other  people  who  we 
know  are  eager  to  produce  the  story  in- 
tact.” 

Through  studio  spokesmen,  Mayer  de- 
clined to  issue  a statement  in  answer  to 
Fairchild’s  blast,  which  went  on  to  indict 
Metro  and  its  production  head  for  deliver- 
ing “a  severe  blow  to  the  rising  forces  of 
democracy”  and  to  declare  that  the  FAD 
and  many  similar  organizations  are  forced 
to  “think  very  poorly  of  you  as  a man  and 
a producer  if  you  let  such  an  important  op- 
portunity to  strengthen  our  democracy  slip 
through  your  fingers.”  The  same  attitude 
was  displayed  by  M-G-M  toward  a report 
by  a film  radio  commentator  that  Lewis 
himself  had  issued  an  ultimatum  to  the 
studio,  informing  the  company  that  if  it 
did  not  make  his  novel  into  a picture,  he 
himself  would. 

Studio  Denies  Ultimatum 

Studio  attaches  declared  no  such  ulti- 
matum had  been  received.  Furthermore, 
a check  reveals  that  Lewis  is  apparently 
not  in  a position  at  present  to  carry  out 
his  manifesto,  if  it  was  made,  since  his 
production  liaison  with  Lester  Cowan,  an- 
nounced several  months  ago,  seems  to 
have  fallen  by  the  wayside.  Plans  at  that 
time  were  to  bring  several  of  Lewis’  plays 
and  novels  to  the  screen — not  including, 
however,  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here,”  which 
had  already  been  sold  to  M-G-M. 

Efforts  on  the  part  of  Boxoffice  to  se- 
cure a statement  from  Mayer  in  answer  to 
Fairchild’s  scolding  did,  however,  uncover 
conflicting  declarations  as  to  the  current 
and  possible  future  status  of  the  Lewis 
story  as  screen  material.  In  an  obvious  ef- 
fort to  minimize  Fairchild’s  broadside, 
Metro  studio  spokesmen  unofficially  stated 
that  the  company,  upon  learning  that 
Warner  Bros,  was  interested  in  purchas- 
ing the  film  rights  to  “It  Can’t  Happen 
Here.”  sent  no  less  than  five  agents  to 
the  Burbank  studio  offering  to  sell  the 
property;  and  that  their  perfect  willing- 
ness to  sell  met  with  a bland  “not  in- 
terested” from  top  executives  of  the  War- 
ner plant.  Spokesmen  for  the  latter 
studio,  however,  reiterated  to  Boxoffice 
the  company’s  desire  to  acquire  the  story 
“at  a fair  price”  and  its  eagerness  to 
transplant  the  anti-dictator  vehicle  to  the 
screen.  Whether  or  not  any  definite  offer 
was  made  to  M-G-M  could  not  officially 
be  ascertained;  and  likewise  unanswered 
was  the  question  of  whether  the  “fair 


price”  would  fulfill  Metro’s  desire  to  wash 
up  the  deal  without  incurring  any  mone- 
tary loss. 

Another  possible  angle  in  the  inextric- 
ably-tangled controversy  regarding  Metro’s 
decision  to  shelve  the  picture  was  revealed 
in  widely-circulated,  but  unconfirmable, 
rumors  in  liberal  quarters  to  the  effect 
that  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here”  was  aban- 
doned as  part  of  a “trade”  deal  between 
M-G-M  and  the  German  government.  The 
reports  held  that  the  transaction  provided 
for  the  shelving  of  the  story,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  studio  courtesies  to  the  ten  Ger- 
man editors  who  came  to  Hollywood  on 
the  first  leg  of  a projected  “goodwill”  tour 
of  the  country,  in  return  for  the  release  of 
Director  Richard  Rossen,  who  was  cap- 
tured and  imprisoned  for  more  than  a 
month  by  Nazi  officials  in  Austria  on 
charges  he  had  overstepped  his  passport 
boundaries  in  filming  background  ma- 
terial for  a forthcoming  Metro  picture. 

Of  a less  significant  character  were 
other  activities  of  Hollywood’s  progres- 
sives. Ascertaining  that  at  least  three 
films  with  military  content  are  in  prepa- 
ration or  production,  the  Associated  Film 
Audiences  took  the  occasion  to  caution 
producers  against  “glorifying  militarism” 
in  a “jingoistic  way  that  is  inconsistent 
with  American  traditions.”  Spokesman 
David  Commons  for  the  AFA  referred  to 
Warner’s  “The  Fighting  69th”  and  “Eyes 
of  the  Army,”  and  Samuel  Goldwyn’s 
“Seventh  Cavalry.” 

Film  folk  played  an  important  part  in 
the  coast-to-coast  broadcast,  emanating 
from  San  Francisco  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Council  Against  Intolerance  in  Amer- 
ica, as  an  Independence  Day  highlight. 
Helen  Gahagan  and  Melvyn  Douglas,  of 
the  acting  colony,  and  Scenarists  Guy  En- 
dore  and  Leane  Zugsmith  appeared  be- 
fore the  microphone  with  Governor  Cul- 
bert  Olson. 

Reporting  the  affair  highly  successful, 
the  Motion  Picture  Democratic  Committee 
terminated  its  first  annual  fair,  at  which 
many  screen  notables  appeared  as  enter- 
tainers and  auctioneers. 

New  Mercury  Vapor  Tube 
For  Paramount  Sound 

A newly-developed  mercury  vapor  tube, 
producing  monochromatic,  single-wave 
length  ultra-violet  light,  has  been  install- 
ed in  16  Paramount  sound  channels  by 
Loren  L.  Ryder,  studio  sound  director. 
Costing  more  than  $12,000,  the  device  is 
much  more  variable  than  the  previously- 
used  white  light,  Ryder  declared. 


Schaefer  on  "Wagons  Westward" 

“Wagons  Westward,”  John  Wayne 
starrer  at  Republic,  has  been  handed  to 
Armand  Schaefer  for  production. 


To  Remake  "Divorcement" 

RKO  Radio  has  announced  plans  to  re- 
make “A  Bill  of  Divorcement”  as  a Robert 
Sisk  production,  with  Anne  Shirley. 


Return  to  film-making  of  Carl  Laemmle 
sr.,  often  rumored  but  never  before  con- 
firmed. looms  as  a strong  probability 
through  the  announcement  that  he  has 
acquired  motion  picture  rights  to  “Victoria 
Cross,”  a story  by  Herbert  Peters,  and 
will  bring  it  to  the  screen.  Spokesmen  for 
the  veteran  industry  figure,  once  head  of 
Universal,  could  not  expand  on  the  an- 
nouncement, however,  and  more  detailed 
plans  are  not  yet  available. 

The  entire  executive  and  production 
staff  of  Producers  Pictures  Corp.,  of  which 
Ben  Judell  is  president  and  treasurer,  has 
been  transferred  to  1436  North  Beachwood 
Drive,  where  the  entire  building  has  been 
taken  on  lease.  Judell  is  completing 
negotiations  for  stories  and  stars  for  his 
1939-40  production  program,  comprising 
general  features  and  westerns,  which  will 
be  distributed  by  his  recently-organized 
Producers  Distributing  Corp. 

Still  non-commital  as  to  the  future 
status  of  his  affiliation  with  Grand  Na- 
tional, Franklyn  Warner,  president  of 
Fine  Arts,  has  returned  from  New  York, 
where  he  conferred  for  more  than  a week 
with  President  E.  W.  Hammons  of  GN. 
Next  PA  picture  will  be  “Act  Your  Age,” 
a comedy,  to  be  produced  in  Cosmocolor. 
Warner  is  currently  supervising  final  edit- 
ing of  “Isle  of  Destiny,”  also  produced  in 
the  tint  process. 

GN  itself  is  still  idle,  with  no  prospects 
of  rolling  cameras  in  the  immediate  offing. 

Katzman  in  Windup 

'The  1938-39  state-right  schedule  of  Sam 
Katzman’s  Victory  Pictures  has  been 
wound  up  with  the  completion  of  “Fight- 
ing Renegades,”  a Tim  McCoy  western. 
Katzman  turns  next  to  a series  of  action 
melodramas,  starring  James  Dunn,  to  be 
produced  for  the  new  season. 

Carrying  a print  of  their  first  picture, 
“Bad  Boy”  for  which  a release  will  be  set 
in  the  east,  Richard  C.  Kahn  and  Herbert 
Meyer,  heads  of  Gateway  Productions, 
have  pulled  out  for  New  York.  They  re- 
cently announced  plans  to  produce  from 
six  to  ten  features  with  all -Negro  casts  for 
independent  release. 

Stephens-Lang  Productions,  Inc.,  has 
taken  shooting  and  office  space  at  Gen- 
eral Service  Studios.  First  in  its  series  of 
“Dr.  Christian”  features,  for  RKO  Radio 
release,  is  scheduled  to  go  into  production 
August  2 with  Jean  Hersholt  in  the  star- 
ring role. 


Three-Picture  Deal  With 
"U"  Signed  by  Mae  West 

Mae  West  has  been  signed  to  a three- 
picture  acting  deal  by  Universal,  first  of 
the  films  to  co-star  her  with  W.  C.  Fields. 

A story  of  the  old  west,  it  is  being  written 
by  Grover  Jones  and  will  be  directed  by 
Eddie  Cline,  cameras  to  roll  about  Sep- 
tember 1. 

Lester  Cowan  will  produce  the  trio. 
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WARNER  executives  confirm  re- 
ports that  the  Burbank  studio 
would  welcome  an  opportunity  to 
produce  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here’’  provided 
the  film  rights  to  Sinclair  Lewis’  forceful 
indictment  of  dictator-ruled  European  na- 
tions can  be  purchased  from  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  “at  a fair  price.’’  Metro  re- 
cently again  shelved  the  story,  which  it 
has  owned  for  a long  time  and  which  has 
experienced  a very  definite  on-again-off- 
again  history  at  the  Culver  City  studio. 
Reason  for  the  latest  of  the  off-again 
gestures  was  a decision  by  Leo’s  brain 
trusters  that  “times  are  not  politically 
propitious’’  for  production  of  films  of  this 
ilk.  Simultaneously,  Jack  Warner  in  a 
highly  commendable  and  industry-wise 
statement  reiterated  his  company’s  inten- 
tions of  continuing  its  policy  of  making 
“Americanization”  features  cast  in  the 
general  mold  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy.”  Being  prepared  for  early  shooting 
are  “The  Bishop  Who  Walked  With  God,” 
“Boycott,”  and  “Underground.” 

The  legions — within  and  outside  of  the 
industry — which  sincerely  believe  motion 
pictures  must  play  an  important  part  in 
the  necessary  stressing  of  the  countless 
advantages  enjoyed  by  citizens  of  demo- 
cratic nations  as  compared  to  the  totali- 
tarian states  of  the  old  world,  that  such 
emphasis  of  true  American  doctrines  can 
be  reduced  to  celluloid  without  sacrific- 
ing the  first  essential  of  films — entertain- 
ment— want  to  see  the  Lewis  novel  in- 
cluded in  the  above  lineup. 


On  attaining  his  21sf  birthday,  Hal 
Roach  jr.,  “was  made  a producer”  by  his 
father. 

Which  isn’t  exactly  the  hard  way. 

There's  Hollywoodian  irony  aplenty  in  the 
announcement  that  Truman  Bradley  has 
been  assigned  the  lead  in  a Carey  Wilson 
short,  “The  Story  of  a Failure."  Bradley, 
popular  and  personable  Chicago  radio  an- 
nouncer, was  brought  to  the  film  capital 
nearly  two  years  ago  by  Metro,  where  he 
was  placed  under  contract.  His  importation 
was  accompanied  by  the  usual  fanfare  and 
extravagant  publicity  predictions  as  to  his 
starring  potentialities.  During  the  time  he 
has  been  under  contract  to  Leo — and  at  o 
substantial  weekly  stipend — he  has  had  but 
a few  unimportant  parts,  the  last  being  an 
infinitesimal  bit  in  “Stronger  Than  Desire." 

The  players'  contract  system  as  operated 


by  the  larger  studios  might  easily  furnish 
the  plot  of  “The  Story  of  a Failure." 

Hollywood,  which  usually  goes  head 
over  heels  for  any  and  all  new  dietary 
fads  (witness  Jack  Oakie),  apparently 
isn’t  going  to  give  the  new  Richard  Rossen 
weight-reducing  system  a tumble.  The 
Rossen  method,  which  is  guaranteed  to 
whisk  off  a minimum  of  29  pounds  almost 
as  quickly  as  one  can  say  “gestapo”  con- 
sists of  three  simple  steps: 

1.  Buy  (or  borrow)  a camera. 

2.  Go  to  Austria. 

3.  Find  a railway  station. 

Dogs  used  in  scenes  of  Paramount’s 
“Death  of  a Champion” — and  there  were 
plenty  of  them — were  paid  a higher  daily 
wage,  $10,  than  human  atmosphere  extras. 
And,  besides,  they  didn’t  have  to  laugh  at 
the  director’s  jokes.  Whaddaya  mean,  a 
dog’s  life? 

Jack  Warner  will  give  a banquet  to  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  who  have  purchased  War- 
ner product  for  1939-40. 

Poor,  hungry  Charles  Skourasl 

Director  Alan  Dwan,  awestruck  by  the 
dexterity  with  which  Henry  Clive  manipu- 
lates cards,  signed  him  for  the  role  of  a 
cardshark  in  “Frontier  Marshal.” 

A generally  improved  game  among  20th 
Century-Fox  klabiash  players  is  predicted. 


Passing  in  Preview 


A riotous  comedy  hit  from  RKO  Radio, 
“Bachelor  Mother,”  was  the  delectable 
piece  de  resistance  of  an  eight-course 
table  d’hote  celluloid  dinner  served  to 
Hollywood  reviewers.  Farce  comedy  at  its 
very  best,  and  approaching  as  close  to  the 
risque  as  code  limitations  permit,  it  has 
brilliantly-mirthful  dialogue  which  suf- 
fers no  whit  in  the  expert  hands  of  Gin- 
ger Rogers  and  David  Niven,  with  a com- 
parably competent  supporting  cast  to 
press  them  closely  for  thespic  honors. 
Deftly  diverting  as  Norman  Krasna’s 
sparkling  screenplay,  taken  from  an  origi- 
nal story  by  Felix  Jackson,  and  Garson 
Kanin’s  adroit  direction  proves  again  that 
this  young  man  is  about  to  take  his  place 
with  the  screen’s  best  megaphonists — if, 
indeed,  he  has  not  already  done  so.  A 
superior  framework  in  every  respect  was 
provided  by  Producer  B.  G.  DeSylva. 

Occupying  exactly  that  spot  as  com- 
pared to  the  RKO  Radio  laughfest,  but 
next  in  importance  in  the  octet,  was  20th 
Century-Fox’s  “Second  Fiddle.”  While  the 
indubitable  talents  of  Sonja  Henie,  who 
co-starred  with  Tyrone  Power,  are  not 
paraded  so  brilliantly  as  in  her  former 
pictures,  her  newest  vehicle  is  sure  to  en- 
gender a substantially  enthusiastic  audi- 
ence reaction  because  of  the  sprightly 
story  motivation,  Irving  Berlin’s  toe-tap- 
ping music  and  a solid  gold  production 
mounting  for  which  credit  goes  to  Gene 
Markey.  Held  back  by  a role  to  which  she 
is  not  suited.  Miss  Henie  relinquished  the 


thespic  honors  to  Power,  and  flashed  only 
briefly  in  some  limited  and  entirely  ir- 
relevant skating  sequences.  Sidney  Lan- 
field  directed  with  typical  verve  from  a 
buoyant  script  by  Harry  'Tugend,  who 
based  his  scenario  on  an  original  story  by 
George  Bradshaw.  Berlin’s  musical  con- 
tributions are  of  top  quality. 

* * * 

Three  other  pictures  in  the  week’s  pre- 
view rations  bear  the  better-than-average 
trademark.  Novelty,  and  delicate  treat- 
ment of  an  unusual  theme,  place  Metro’s 
“On  Borrowed  Time”  at  the  top  of  the 
list  in  this  classification.  The  personifica- 
tion of  death  as  a shadowy,  but  strangely 
human,  character,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  is  forestalled  by  two  who  want  to 
live,  makes  for  effective  entertainment 
which  doubtlessly  will  be  acclaimed  by  in- 
telligent theatregoers.  However,  its  ap- 
peal may  be  limited  by  the  bewilderment 
of  those  whose  imaginations  are  not  suf- 
ficiently vivid  to  grasp  the  allegory.  Sen- 
sitive handling  is  evident  throughout — in 
Sidney  Franklin’s  capable  production;  in 
the  remarkably  well-coordinated  direction 
of  Harold  S.  Bucquet;  and  in  the  script 
by  Alice  D.  G.  Miller,  Frank  O’Neill  and 
Claudine  West,  adapted  from  the  original 
stage  play. 

RKO  Radio  came  to  bat  again  with 
“Career,”  a homespun,  down-to-earth  at- 
traction that  should  be  avidly  consumed 
by  small-town  audiences.  It  presents,  ad- 
ditionally, an  exploitation  asset  in  that  two 


of  its  players  are  winners  of  the  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  radio  program  created 
and  produced  by  Jesse  L.  Lasky.  Fine  per- 
formances are  chalked  up  by  a competent 
cast  in  which  the  two  newcomers,  John 
Archer  and  Alice  Eden,  display  consider- 
able promise.  Dalton  Trumbo  and  Bert 
Granet  packed  plenty  of  heart-throbs  into 
the  script  which  they  wrote  from  the 
novel  by  Phil  Stong.  Leigh  Jason  directed 
and  Robert  Sisk  produced,  both  handling 
their  assignments  capably. 

Made  in  England,  Columbia’s  “Clouds 
Over  Europe”  is  both  timely  and  enter- 
taining in  its  expose  of  espionage  activi- 
ties in  the  British  aircraft  industry.  As 
such,  it  should  be  a valuable  adjunct  to 
most  programs,  although  the  only  power- 
ful marquee  magnet  will  be  Laurence  Oli- 
vier, currently  climbing  to  heights  of 
popularity. 

* * * 

The  balance  of  the  week’s  output  fared 
not  so  successfully.  Illuminating  and 
educational  as  a photographic  essay  of 
modem  Federal  prison  methods,  Metro’s 
“They  All  Come  Out”  would  have  been 
more  acceptable  had  its  makers  stuck  to 
their  original  plan  of  limiting  its  length  to 
four  reels  instead  of  stretching  it  out  into 
the  feature  category.  In  the  expanding 
process  the  thin  story  thread  was  well- 
nigh  destroyed  and  the  resultant  grim  at- 
mosphere sidetracks  it  as  genuine  enter- 
tainment. It  is  the  first  feature-length 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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William  Boyd,  star  of  Harry  Sherman’s 
“Hopalong  Cassidy”  westerns,  returned 
from  Des  Moines,  la.,  where  he  appeared 
in  the  annual  circus  and  parade  for  news- 
boys. Ed  Mills  of  Paramount’s  publicity 
staff,  accompanied  him  . . . Blake  Mc- 
Veigh, Warner  studio  publicist,  headed  for 
New  York  for  a two-week  vacation  . , . 
Howard  Benedict  has  returned  to  his  RKO 
publicity  desk  after  a trip  to  New  York 
and  Baltimore. 

★ 

Terminating  an  extended  European 
vacation,  Wesley  Ruggles  has  reported  to 
Columbia  to  begin  uxirk  on  his  produc- 
tion-direction commitment  ...  A New 
York  vacation  is  over  for  David  Buttolph, 
20th  Century-Fox’s  musical  director,  who 
is  back  on  the  job  at  the  studio  . . . Wed- 
ding bells  are  in  the  offing  for  George 
Sherman,  Republic  director,  who  has  gone 
to  New  York  to  marry  Collette  Lyons  . . . 
Restmg  comfortably  after  an  emergency 
appendectomy  was  Gene  Towne.  He  was 
operated  on  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hos- 
pital. 

★ 

James  Roosevelt  delivered  a Fourth  of 
July  address  at  the  San  Francisco  con- 
vention of  the  National  Educators  Ass’n. 
Accompanied  by  John  Miles  of  the  Samuel 
Goldwyn  publicity  staff,  he  also  screened 
the  latest  Goldwyn  production,  ‘‘They 
Shall  Have  Music,”  for  the  delegates  . . . 
Another  speaker  at  the  convention  was 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  who  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Nolan  spent  the  Independence  Day  holiday 
by  viewing  the  Golden  Gate  Exposition. 

* 

Gathering  data  and  obtaining  approval 
of  the  Edison  family  for  the  filming  of 
the  life  of  Thomas  Edison  which  he  will 
produce.  Metro’s  John  W.  Considine  jr. 
pulled  out  for  Chicago.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Hugo  Butler,  Dore  Schary  and 


Across  the  Border — 

The  Number  One  man  in  South 
American  film  exhibitioji  chats  with 
the  pride  and  joy  of  Universal.  He  is 
Pablo  Caballo,  operator  of  the  south- 
ern continent’s  largest  theatre  chain. 
On  a recent  visit  to  Hollywood,  Senor 
Caballo  dropped  in  at  the  studio  to 
meet  Deanna  Durbin,  who  has  just 
started  work  in  “First  Love.” 


Milton  Miller  . . . Vacationing  for  three 
weeks  at  Mowitza  Lodge  in  Montana  is 
Jack  Wertheimer,  assistant  to  Billy  Grady, 
Metro  talent  scout. 

★ 

Honeymooning  at  Yosemite  are  Byron 
F.  Ryan  and  his  bride,  the  former  Joan 
Vivian  Murray,  both  members  of  the  War- 
ner sound  department  . . . Six  national  of- 
ficers of  the  Gold  Star  mothers  were  en- 
tertained at  luncheon  and  taken  on  a tour 
of  the  Warner  lot  by  Priscilla  Lane,  who 
has  been  selected  to  head  the  group’s  Na- 
tional Daughters’  Day  celebration  July  23. 

★ 

Vivien  Leigh  has  headed  for  New  York, 
her  Selznick  International  assignment 
completed  . . . Armand  Schaefer,  Repub- 
lic producer,  is  vacationing  in  Chicago  for 
a few  days. 

★ 

Harold  Shumate  is  playing  hermit  at 
Lake  Tahoe  while  working  on  a 
screen  play  for  Columbia  . . . With  Daugh- 
ter Deanna  scheduled  to  sing  this  fall  at 
a command  performance  at  London  Hos- 
pital tor  a charity  sponsored  by  Queen 
Mary,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Durbin,  the 
Universal  star’s  parents,  have  pulled  out 
for  England  to  make  the  arrangements  . . . 
Director  Bernard  Vorhaus  left  for  New 
York  to  talk  over  a picture  deal. 

* 

Ellen  Drew,  Paramount  starlet,  is  back 
at  the  studio  after  a short  vacation  in 
Paris,  which  she  took  after  completing  an 
assignmeyit  in  the  company’s  English  stu- 
dios . . . Bearing  background  shots  for 
forthcoming  productions,  Al  Alleborn, 
Warner  unit  manager,  and  Ed  DuPar, 
cameraman,  trained  in  from  New  York 
. . . Casey  Robinson,  Warner  scripter,  is 
expected  in  July  17  from  an  European  va- 
cation. 

★ 

Upon  completion  of  his  current  Warner 
assignment,  Errol  Flynn  plans  a trek  to 
Catalina  Island  to  produce  another  short 
subject  in  association  with  Howard  Hill. 
Boar  hunting  will  be  the  theme. 

★ 

Movita,  Monogram  player,  has  sailed  for 
London  to  join  her  husband.  Jack  Doyle 
. . . Ray  Milland  checked  m at  Paramount 
from  England  to  make  tests  for  his  next 
picture  . . . Funeral  services  were  held  at 
Forest  Lawn  for  Bobby  Vernon,  silent- 
screen  comedian  and  for  six  years  a Para- 
mount writer,  who  died  of  a heart  attack 
at  42.  Vernon  is  survived  by  his  mother, 
his  widow,  daughter,  sister-in-law  and 
mother-in-law. 

★ 

New  president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Re- 
search Ass’n  is  Helen  Gladys  Percey,  of 
Paramount.  George  Macon,  Metro,  was 
elected  vice-president,  and  Lucy  Monroe, 
of  RKO,  secretary-treasurer  . . . Robert 
Sisk  has  deserted  his  RKO  Radio  produc- 
tion desk  for  a three-week  vacation  . . . 
Harold  Hurley,  Paramount  production  ex- 
ecutive, plans  a two-month  holiday  about 
mid-July. 

★ 

Pallbearers  at  the  funeral  of  Bobby  Ver- 


Shop  Talk — 

Joe  Pasternak,  producer  of  the  Deanna 
Durbin  series  for  Universal,  in  a 
luncheon  chat  with  Charles  Boyer, 
who  will  co-star  with  Durbin  in  the 
young  star’s  next  vehicle.  Boyer  cur- 
rently is  making  “A  Modern  Cinder- 
ella” at  Universal  with  Irene  Dunne. 


non,  veteran  comedian  and  screen  writer, 
included  Al  Hall,  Edward  Sutherland,  Paul 
Sloane,  William  Henry,  Preston  Foster, 
Ralph  Morgan,  Raymond  Griffith,  Monte 
Blue,  George  Templeton,  Theodore  Reed, 
William  Beaudine  and  Gil  Pratt  . . . War- 
ner  will  play  host  to  the  motion  picture 
committee  of  the  National  Educational 
Ass’n  for  luncheon  and  a tour  of  the 
lot  July  10. 


SPEARHEADS 


• Continued  from  preceding  page) 
chore  for  both  Producer  Jack  Chertok  and 
Director  Jacques  Tourneur,  both  of  whom 
doubtlessly  could  do  better  with  other 
material.  John  C.  Higgins  wrote  the  origi- 
nal story  and  screenplay. 

Harrowing  and  uninspired.  Universal’s 
‘‘The  Forgotten  Woman”  moves  at  a lag- 
gardly  pace  and  probably  will  evoke  no 
comment,  either  pro  or  con,  from  most 
audiences.  Sigrid  Gurie  heads  an  ac- 
ceptable, but  undistinguished,  cast.  Pro- 
ducer Edmund  Grainger  mounted  it  to 
standard  and  Harold  Young  gave  it  spirit- 
less direction  from  an  equally  colorless 
script  by  Lionel  Houser  and  Harold 
Buchman. 

Paramount’s  unquenchable  daredevil, 
Bulldog  Drummond,  eased  through  an- 
other melodramatic  adventure  in  ‘‘Bulldog 
Drummond’s  Bride.”  Directed  by  James 
Hogan  and  produced  by  Stuart  Walker,  it 
writes  finis  to  the  series  as  produced  in 
Hollywood,  with  further  episodes  in  Drum- 
mond’s hectic  career  henceforth  to  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  company’s  English 
production  unit.  Perhaps  the  transfer  will 
provide  the  shot  in  the  arm,  of  which  the 
pictures  are  beginning  to  stand  in  need. 


“Blue  Bird"  Before  “Lady  Jane" 

Its  timeliness  as  a Christmas  release 
has  caused  20th  Century-Fox  to  substitute 
“The  Bluebird”  for  “Lady  Jane”  as  Shir- 
ley Temple’s  next  starrer.  Picture  rolls 
about  mid-July. 
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"Kickback"  Charge 
Hearing  July  10 

Considered  significant  In  that  it  is  the 
first  time  Section  221  of  the  California 
Labor  Code,  involving  an  alleged  “kick- 
back”  of  wages  to  an  employer,  has  ever 
been  tested,  the  State  Labor  Commission 
has  set  a July  10  hearing  date  on  charges 
filed  by  Robert  Jahns,  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Motion  Picture  Film  Editors, 
against  Harry  Webb,  head  of  Metropolitan 
Pictures  Corp.,  an  independent  producing 
organization. 

Jahns’  complaint  declares  that,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  SMPPE’s  studio  bar- 
gaining agreement,  he  was  paid  $274  by 
Webb  for  editing  a six-reel  feature;  but 
that  he  was  forced  to  agree  to  return  $100 
to  Webb  in  violation  of  the  minimum- 
wage  clause  of  the  society’s  contract. 
Jahns’  case  is  being  handled  by  Leonard 
Janofsky,  counsel  for  the  Screen  Writers 
Guild  and  the  SMPPE.  However,  the  film 
editors’  organization  did  not,  itself,  sign  the 
complaint. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  by 
other  unions,  in  recent  months,  to  secure 
a test  decision  on  the  labor  code  provision, 
chiefly  by  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  but 
none  ever  reached  the  stage  where  a hear- 
ing was  scheduled. 

Proposals  by  Local  165 

Projectionists  Local  165,  one  of  the  five 
new  unions  created  when  the  lATSE  re- 
voked the  charter  of  Local  37,  has  sub- 
mitted a draft  of  its  proposals  for  a wage 
scale  and  working  conditions  to  the  pro- 
ducers. The  producers’  association  has  in- 
dicated, however,  it  will  take  no  action  on 
this,  or  bargaining  requests  made  by  any 
of  the  four  other  new  lA  unions,  until  the 
court  battle  for  control  of  Local  37  has 
been  settled  one  way  or  the  other. 

Details  of  the  recently-signed  five-year 
closed  shop  pact  between  producers  and 
the  American  Society  of  Cinematographers 
reveal  the  minimum  wage  scales,  as  pro- 
vided for  under  the  old  contract,  will  re- 
main unchanged,  and  that  second  camera- 
men may  be  boosted  to  first  position — now 
termed  “director  of  photography”-— upon 
the  written  request  of  the  producer. 

The  International  Brotherhood  of  Elec- 
trical Workers,  Local  40,  re-elected  A1 
Speede  its  business  representative  and  re- 
cording secretary,  and  chose  Prank  Mc- 
Donald as  president  for  the  new  term. 
Still  in  the  dickering  stages  are  negotiat- 
ing committees  for  the  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  and  the  producers. 

Currently  in  its  seventh  week,  the  su- 
perior court  battle  between  the  ousted  lo- 
cal officers  and  the  lA  international  repre- 
sentatives for  control  of  Local  37  con- 
tinues to  drag  on.  The  lA  currently  is 
endeavoring  to  show  that  George  E. 
Browne,  lA  president,  complied  with  all 
constitutional  requirements  when  he  de- 
clared an  “extreme  emergency”  last  March 
13  and  took  over  operation  of  the  local. 


Kanin  Will  Direct  Grant 
“Passport  to  Life,”  starring  Cary  Grant, 
will  be  Garson  Kanin’s  next  directorial  as- 
signment at  RKO  Radio. 


As  stars  and  other  notables  of  yesterday 
mingled  with  today’s  great  to  help  Irving 
Cummings  celebrate 
his  30th  year  in  the 
motion  picture  in- 
dustry at  a dinner  in 
honor  of  the  director 
at  20th  Century-Fox 
where  he  now  is  un- 
der contract.  From 
the  upper  left; 
Francis  Pow- 
ers, Cummings 
(partially  obscured), 
Don  Ameche,  Alice 
IRVING  CUMMINGS  Faye,  Buster  Keaton, 
Rosemary  Thebe,  Stuart  Holmes  and 
Chester  Conklin.  In  the  right  foreground 


are  Director  Mai  St.  Clair  and  Ben  Turpin. 

A stock  player  in  1909,  Cummings  en- 
tered films  as  an  actor  for  $30  a week, 
stayed  in  front  of  the  camera  until  1922 
and  then  embarked  upon  his  successful 
career  as  a director.  He  is  currently 
piloting  “Hollywood  Cavalcade,”  which  re- 
traces the  growth  of  the  motion  picture 
from  its  earliest  days. 


Korda  Borrows  Menzies 
William  Cameron  Menzies,  production 
designer  and  director,  has  been  borrowed 
from  David  O.  Sleznick  by  Alexander 
Korda  to  direct  “The  Thief  of  Bagdad,” 
and  has  checked  out  for  London  to  begin 
the  assignment. 


M-G-M  Delays  Filming  of 
Two  Anti-Nazi  Stories 

While  Sinclair  Lewis’  “It  Can’t  Happen 
Here” — fiimization  of  which  had  been 
hailed  as  an  important  contribution  to  the 
industry’s  Americanization  campaign — is 
definitely  on  the  shelf  at  M-G-M,  the 
studio  thus  far  has  failed  to  name  start- 
ing dates  for  two  other  properties  in  the 
anti-dictator  vein — “The  Mortal  Storm,”  a 
novel  by  Phyllis  Bottome,  and  “I  Had  a 
Comrade,”  a factual  account  of  Nazi  con- 
centration camps  by  Viscount  Casselrosse. 
Company  attaches  contend,  however,  that 
both  vehicles  are  being  whipped  into  shape 
for  production  on  the  1939-40  schedules. 

W.  P.  Lipscomb  has  completed  a screen 
treatment  of  “I  Had  a Comrade”  for  pro- 
duction by  Joseph  Mankiewicz,  studio 
spokesmen  point  out,  and  Claudine  West 
has  finished  the  script  of  “The  Mortal 
Storm”  for  Producer  Sidney  Franklin.  In 
liberal  circles,  however,  Metro’s  action  in 
abandoning  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here”  has 
created  the  general  belief  that  the  two 
other  properties — both  as  avowedly  anti- 
fascist as  the  Lewis  novel — may  suffer  the 
same  fate,  possibly  on  the  same  grounds 
that  “times  are  not  politically  propitious” 
with  which  Metro  explained  its  decision 
to  sidetrack  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here.” 

Expected  to  get  underway  next  week  is 
Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Dictators,”  as  most 
of  the  sets  needed  in  its  production  at  the 
Chaplin  studio  are  nearly  completed. 


Torres  and  Warner  Deal 
On  Plagiarism  Action 

Negotiations  are  currently  underway  for 
an  out-of-court  settlement  of  the  $1,000,- 
000  plagiarism  suit  filed  against  Warner 
by  Miguel  C.  Torres  in  connection  with 
Warner’s  “Juarez,”  which  Torres  avers 
pirated  portions  of  his  independently- 
produced  “Maximilian  and  Carlotta.” 
Handling  the  peace  overtures  for  Torres 
is  Attorney  John  Oliver,  who  has  been 
conferring  with  Jack  L.  Warner  and  other 
studio  executives  for  more  than  a week. 

Federal  court  has  not  yet  set  a date 
for  the  trial,  in  which  Torres  originally 
intended  to  seek  an  injunction  and  an  ac- 
counting of  the  profits  on  Warner’s 
“Juarez.”  Oliver  is  endeavoring  to  make 
a settlement  on  the  basis  of  Warner  ac- 
cepting “Maximilian  and  Carlotta”  for  re- 
lease after  the  filming  of  several  addi- 
tional sequences,  and  is  also  seeking  to 
arrange  a one-picture  production  deal  for 
Torres  with  the  studio. 

Torres  filed  his  damage  action  in  March, 
1938. 


Chaplin  will  direct  and  play  a dual  role, 
with  Paulette  Goddard  the  only  other 
member  of  the  cast  signed  as  yet. 

Another  in  the  glorification-of-America 
cycle  went  into  production  at  RKO  Radio 
with  the  start  of  camera  work  on  “Alle- 
gheny Frontier,”  co-starring  John  Wayne 
and  Claire  Trevor. 
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SCRIPTERS 


Siegels  of  Republic  East 
On  Budget  Conferences 


OPTIONS 


—Columbia 

HAROLD  SHUMATE  to  “Konga,”  for  Producer 
Irving  Briskin. 

— Metro 

ERNEST  PAGANO  to  “Ziegfeld  Girl.”  Mervyn 
LeRoy  produces. 

— Pa  ra  mount 

GARNETT  tVESTON  to  “Emergency  Squad.” 
Kurt  Neumann  will  direct  with  Louise  Campbell 
in  the  lead. 

— Kei)ublic 

DAVID  BOEHM  to  an  untitled  action  story  as 
a Charles  Bickford  starrer.  Herman  Schlom  will 
produce. 

ROBERT  LEE  JOHNSON  to  “Kansas  Terrors,” 
a Three  Mesquiteers  western,  which  will  be  pro- 
duced by  Harry  Grey. 

FRANKLYN  ADREON,  REX  TAYLOR.  RON 
DAVIDSON,  MARY  SHIPMAN.  SOL  SCHORR  and 
MORGAN  COX  all  to  “Zorro’s  Fighting  Legions,” 
next  chapter-play,  going  before  the  cameras  in 
September. 

ALICE  ALTSCHULER  to  “Sabotage.” 

— nivO  Radio 

A.  C.  EDINGTON  to  “Village  Scandal.”  an 
original  by  George  Allen  England,  which  Robert 
Sisk  will  produce. 

— Universal 

WILLIAM  HURLBUT  polishing  “The  Modern 
Cinderella.”  now  in  production  as  a co-starring 
vehicle  for  Irene  Dunee  and  Charles  Boyer. 

— Warner 

CHARLES  PERRY  to  “The  Bridge  of  Sighs.” 
which  Lew  Seiler  wdll  direct  for  Producer  Bryan 
Foy.  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Gale  Page  will  be 
featured. 

WARREN  DUFF  to  “Two  Sons,”  an  original 
by  John  Fante  and  Ross  Wills,  in  which  James 
Cagney  and  Pat  O’Brien  will  be  featured.  Michael 
Curtiz  will  direct. 

OWEN  CRUMP  to  “The  Army,  the  Navy  and 
the  Girl.” 

JERRY  WALD  to  “Escort  Girl.”  in  which  Ann 
Sheridan  will  be  featured;  MILTON  KRIMS  and 
JACQUES  BOGAR  to  “We  Shall  Meet  Again.” 
co-starring  Bette  Davis  and  John  Garfield.  Ed- 
mund Goulding  will  direct. 

CRANE  WILBUR  to  “Girls  Without  Names.” 


June  a Banner  Month  for 
Extras;  32,000  Called 

still  on  the  upgrade  is  the  employment 
index  for  virtually  every  phase  of  film 
labor,  with  most  of  the  major  studios 
maintaining  a record  production  pace. 

Extras  enjoyed  a banner  month  in  June, 
with  work  calls  rising  above  the  32,000 
mark  to  far  surpass  any  previous  June 
since  1934.  Business  managers  of  various 
crafts,  including  carpenters,  film  editors, 
utility  employes,  painters  and  machinists 
reported  heavy  calls  had  kept  their  roster 
of  idle  men  at  low  ebbs.  In  several  cases 
it  was  reported  the  demand  exceeded  the 
supply. 

Grant  Withers  has  been  signed  by 
Monogram  as  a production  supervisor, 
bringing  his  acting  career  to  a close.  He 
has  been  studying  production  methods  at 
the  studio  for  the  past  two  months.  First 
assignment  for  him  is  “Irish  Luck,”  a 
Frankie  Darro  starrer. 

Barney  Gerard,  writer  in  Metro’s  short 
subjects  division,  has  wound  up  his 
contract  and  left  the  lot.  He  wrote 
several  scripts  for  the  Pete  Smith  Specialty 
series. 

Production  and  technical  setup  for  Re- 
public’s “Three  Mesquiteers”  series  during 
the  1939-40  season  has  been  revised  con- 
siderably. Harry  Grey  has  taken  over 
production  from  William  Berke,  and  John 
Wayne  and  Ray  Corrigan  have  bowed  out 
of  the  leads,  to  be  supplanted  by  Bob  Liv- 
ingstone and  Duncan  Renaldo.  Raymond 
Hatton  fills  out  the  third  spot. 

Sol  Lesser  has  added  Ed  Thomas  to  his 
publicity  staff,  headed  by  A1  Vaughan. 


Last-minute  discussions  of  budgets  and 
production  plans  for  the  new  season  called 
M.  J.  Siegel,  Republic  production  head, 
and  Sol  Siegel,  associate  producer,  to  New 
York  prior  to  the  departure  of  Herbert  J. 
Yates,  head  man,  for  England.  Sol  Siegel 
will  also  begin  a hunt  for  musical  talent 
for  his  next  production.  Simultaneously, 
Producer  Armand  Schaefer  checked  out 
for  Chicago  to  sign  talent  for  a forthcom- 
ing film  effort.  “The  National  Barn 
Dance,”  based  on  the  transcontinental 
radio  show  of  that  name. 

Carl  Leserman,  assistant  to  Gradwell 
Sears,  Warner  sales  manager,  is  expected 
to  arrive  July  14  to  supervise  the  com- 
pany’s new  season  selling  campaign  in 
this  territory.  He  will  work  with  Ben 
Kalmenson,  western  divisional  manager, 
who  is  headquartering  here  temporarily, 
and  will  huddle  also  with  W.  E.  Calloway, 
coast  district  manager.  En  route  to  their 
respective  headquarters,  Ralph  Clark  sr., 
Warner  sales  manager  in  Australia,  and 
Michael  Shathin,  manager  in  Japan, 
stopped  off  at  the  Burbank  studio.  They 
had  been  in  New  York  conferring  with 
homeoffice  executives. 

Concluding  a series  of  huddles  here  on 
advertising  and  publicity  campaigns  for 
several  forthcoming  pictures,  Howard 
Dietz,  Metro’s  advertising-publicity  chief, 
returned  to  New  York.  He  huddled  with 
Howard  Strickling,  head  of  studio  pub- 
licity, and  Frank  Whitbeck,  advertising 
director  at  the  Culver  City  plant. 

To  scout  story  properties  at  summer 
theatres  in  the  east,  Sam  Marx,  scenario 
editor  at  Columbia,  has  headed  for  New 
York  for  a month’s  stay.  Murphy  Mc- 
Henry, publicity  director  for  Edward 
Small,  is  also  in  the  eastern  metropolis, 
preparing  to  handle  the  opening  of  Small’s 
“Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  at  the  Music  Hall, 
July  13. 

Richard  Halliday,  Paramount’s  new 
studio  story  editor,  has  arrived  to  take 
over  his  new  duties,  and  Francis  Langton 
has  begun  his  new  task  as  head  of  the 
studio  writing  staff. 

Del  Goodman,  20th  Century-Fox’s  Far 
East  manager,  has  gone  on  to  the  New 
York  office  for  huddles  with  Walter  J. 
Hutchinson,  eastern  sales  executive.  Good- 
man spent  a few  days  at  the  studio  talk- 
ing things  over  with  Darryl  Zanuck,  Wil- 
liam Goetz  and  other  executives  of  the 
Westwood  film  plant. 


Vidor  to  Idaho 

Director  King  Vidor  and  cast-toppers 
Robert  Young,  Spencer  Tracy  and  Wal- 
ter Brennan,  pulled  out  for  Idaho  to  begin 
location  work  on  Metro’s  “Northwest  Pas- 
sage,” heading  a company  of  200  actors 
and  technicians.  Present  plans  call  for  a 
three-week  stay. 


To  Meg  "Hopalong" 

“Medicine  Man,”  next  in  Producer 
Harry  Sherman’s  “Hopalong  Cassidy” 
westerns  for  Paramount,  will  be  directed 
by  Lesley  Selander.  Script  was  written 
by  Harrison  Jacobs. 


— Samuel  Goldwyn 

JAMES  ROOSEVELT,  vice-president  of  the 
company,  given  new  long  term  contract. 

SAM  WOOD  given  term  contract  as  director. 
Ills  first  assignment  will  be  “Raffles,"  starring 
David  Niven. 

— Metro 

ALICE  EYLAND,  professional  model,  given  act- 
ing termer. 

BARBARA  W^ORTH  joins  writing  staff. 

BERNARD  STRAUB  given  term  scripting  con- 
tract. 

EDtVARD  BUZZELL  given  new  term  director- 
ial contract. 

— Paramount 

JOSEPH  ALLEN  JR.,  actor,  held  for  another 
year. 

JUDITH  BARRETT,  featured  player,  given  con- 
tract extension. 

W.  P.  LIPSCOMB  joins  writing  staff. 

HAROLD  HURLEY,  executive  producer,  given 
new  one-year  contract. 

STEVE  FISHER  signs  term  writing  deal. 

RICHARD  DENNING,  juvenile  player,  draws 
contract  extension. 

— PriiiciiMtl 

WELDON  MELICK  signs  writing  ticket. 

— Ilepublic 

GEORGE  BECK  added  to  writing  staff.  He 
is  collaborating  with  LEONARD  FIELDS  on  an 
untitled  musical. 

PHYLLIS  ISLEY  handed  term  acting  contract. 
— KKO  Kadio 

LUCILLE  BALL  given  contract  extension. 

ANNE  SHIRLEY  held  for  another  term. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

KENNETH  EARLE  and  FIDEL  LA  BARBA  to 
“tVinter  Murder,”  from  an  original  by  the  late 
S.  S.  Van  Dine,  which  is  being  developed  as  a 
starrer  for  Sonja  Henie.  Raymond  Griffith  will 
produce. 

ROBERT  SHAW,  stock  player,  draws  contract 
extension. 

SHIRLEY  TEMPLE  given  one-year  contract 
extension.  Next  picture  for  the  child  star  will 
be  "The  Bluebird.” 

SOL  HALPRIN,  head  of  the  process  depart- 
ment, given  new  three-year  contract;  ROBERT 
SHAW,  featured  player,  held  for  another  term. 

— Universal 

PHIL  ROSEN  signs  one-picture  directorial  deal 
to  pilot  "Million  Dollar  Racket.” 

— arner 

DE  WOLF  HOPPER  given  new  term  acting 
contract. 

LYA  LYS,  actress,  held  for  another  term. 

VERA  LEWIS  given  new  term  acting  contract. 


Autry  to  Tour  England 
With  Herbert  J.  Yates 

Gene  Autry,  Republic  cowboy  star, 
pulled  out  for  New  York  to  meet  Herbert 
J.  Yates,  head  man  of  the  company,  who 
will  accompany  the  sagebrusher  on  a per- 
sonal appearance  tour  through  England. 
They  sail  July  15.  Autry’s  latest,  “In  Old 
Monterey,”  is  in  the  cutting  rooms. 

Another  Republic  cowpoke,  Roy  Rogers, 
returned  to  the  studio  after  a month  of 
p.a.’s  in  the  midwest  and  south. 

Jack  La  Rue  has  been  booked  into  the 
Fox  Denver  for  a week’s  engagement, 
after  which  he  hits  other  Rocky  Moun- 
tain and  midwest  cities  on  a ten-week 
trip. 

A one-night  stand  is  scheduled  for  Ken 
Murray,  radio-screen  comedian,  at  the 
Golden  Gate,  San  Francisco,  July  11. 

Appearances  at  the  Casa  Manana  in 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  are  set  for  Martha 
Raye,  Paramount  star,  and  husband,  Da- 
vid Rose,  in  August.  Docking  in  New 
York  from  London  July  17,  Columbia’s 
Three  Stooges  hit  the  road  on  a 12-week 
tour,  working  their  way  back  to  Holly- 
wood to  resume  film  work. 


Rathbone  in  "Hunchback" 

Basil  Rathbone  has  signed  for  one  of 
the  featured  roles  in  RKO  Radio’s  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,”  starring 
Charles  Laughton. 


32 


BOXOFFICE  ; : July  8,  1939 


A Government  Film  Crew 
Takes  Production  Space 

To  pick  up  interiors  and.  background 
shots,  as  well  as  to  dub,  score  and  edit 
the  completed  film,  the  federal  govern- 
ment’s picture-making  unit  has  invaded 
the  production  center  for  the  first  time  by 
leasing  shooting  and  office  space  at  Gen- 
eral Service  studios  for  a stay  of  several 
weeks. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Pare  Lorentz, 
who  has  made  two  previous  films — “The 
River”  and  “The  Plow  That  Broke  the 
Plains” — under  the  banner  of  the  United 
States  Film  Service,  the  unit  is  currently 
working  on  “Fight  for  Life,”  revealing  the 
progress  being  made  in  governmental  and 
medical  circles  to  retard  the  heavy  ma- 
ternity death  rate. 

Most  of  the  film,  according  to  Thomas 
Atkins,  production  manager,  was  photo- 
graphed in  Chicago.  When  completed,  it 
will  be  six  reels  in  length.  Actors  for  a 
few  remaining  dramatic  scenes  will  be  re- 
cruited locally,  with  Lorentz  planning  to 
get  into  action  vidthin  a few  days.  The 
two  previous  government-made  films  were 
produced  in  the  east,  Lorentz  operating 
out  of  headquarters  in  New  York. 

H.  H.  Brown  in  Charge  of 
Republic  Serial  Output 

H.  R.  Brown  jr.  has  been  named  execu- 
tive in  charge  of  Republic’s  serial  output, 
supervising  the  activities  of  Robert  Beche, 
who  remains  in  active  charge  of  chapter- 
play  production.  Brown,  formerly  the 
studio’s  purchasing  agent,  was  succeeded 
in  that  post  recently  by  Dick  Altschuler. 


Add  Conrad  Yarn 

“Victory,”  one  of  Joseph  Conrad’s  stories 
of  the  sea,  has  been  added  to  Paramount’s 
production  schedule  and  Marc  Connelly 
has  been  signed  to  do  the  screen  treat- 
ment. 


Shots  for  "Rajah" 

Authentic  background  shots  for  a forth- 
coming Errol  Flynn  starrer,  “The  White 
Rajah,”  will  be  picked  up  in  Borneo  by  a 
camera  crew  which  Warner  will  send  to 
the  near  east  within  a few  weeks. 


"Fugitive  Island"  Holt's  Next 

Next  Larry  Darmour  production,  starring 
Jack  Holt  for  Columbia  release,  will  be 
“Fugitive  Island,”  an  original  story  by 
Eric  Taylor,  which  Taylor  will  script. 
Film  has  a gambling  ship  locale. 


A Tolstoy  Is  Signed 

Metro  has  signed  Count  Andre  Tolstoy, 
grandnephew  of  Count  Leo  Tolstoy,  the 
Russian  novelist,  as  technical  advisor  on 
“Balalaika,”  the  Nelson  Eddy-Ilona  Mas- 
sey co-starrer. 


Initialer  lor  North 

Initial  production  assignment  for  Rob- 
ert North  at  Republic  is  “Abraham  Lin- 
coln Boggs,”  starring  Edward  Ellis.  Joseph 
Krumgold  is  doing  the  script. 


STORY  BUYS 


— iColmnbia 

“la  This  Freedom?”  by  Harold  Shumate. 

“Male  Escorts,”  by  Paul  'VVing  and  Green  Pey- 
ton. It  is  built  around  the  “date  bureau”  created 
by  Ted  Peckham. 

“The  March  of  Crime,”  “Cop  From  Hell’s 
Kitchen,”  “Street  of  Missing  Women”  and  “Dead 
End  Girls,”  all  by  Martin  Mooney,  for  production 
by  Irving  Briskin.  Mooney  has  signed  to  Collabo- 
rate with  Alex  Gottlieb  on  the  script  of  “Dead 
End  Girls.” 

— Hal  Roach 

“Captain  Caution,”  by  Kenneth  Ro'berts,  who 
secured  the  novel  on  a ten-year  lease. 

— Metro 

“The  Days  Before  Lent,”  by  Hamilton  Basso, 
as  a vehicle  for  James  Stewart. 

“Twenty-Mule  Team,”  by  Robert  C.  DuSoe  and 
Owen  Atkinson.  A story  of  the  California  borax 
mines,  it  will  be  produced  by  J.  Wlalter  Ruben 
with  Wallace  Beery  slated  to  star. 

— KKO  Radio 

“Legion  of  the  Lawless,”  by  Berne  Giler,  as  a 
George  O’Brien  western.  Doris  Schroeder  is  script- 
ing. 

— 20tli  Century-Fox 

“Burton  of  Arabia.”  a biography  by  Lord  Cas- 
tleross.  It  will  be  filmed  on  a big  budget,  going 
on  the  1939-40  production  schedule. 

“Children  of  God,”  a novel  by  Vardis  Fisher. 

— United  Artists 

“The  Merry  and  Confident  City,”  by  Jacinto 
Benaventa,  and  “No,  I Am  Not  a Gigolo,”  by 
Juan  Desclaux,  to  Atalya  Films.  They  will  be 
produced  as  Spanish-language  pictures  for  United 
Artists  release. 

— Universal 

“Our  World,”  by  John  Hennrick,  as  a John  M. 
Stahl  production. 

— Victor 

“Newspaper  Handicapper,”  by  James  Greene. 
Dorothy  Hoffman  and  Michael  Raymond.  It  will 
serve  as  a starring  vehicle  for  James  Dunn,  with 
Sam  Katzman  producing. 

— Warner  Bros. 

“The  Case  of  the  Dangerous  Dowager,”  a detec- 
tive story  by  Erie  Stanley  Gardner. 

“City  of  Iron  Men,”  by  Theodore  Reeves. 

“Lost  Beauty,”  by  ,Tohn  Van  Druten,  as  a 
starring  vehicle  for  Geraldine  Fitzgerald.  Ed- 
mund Goulding  will  direct.  George  Brent,  Jeffrey 
Lynn  and  Claude  Rains  will  have  supporting 
roles. 


Schlom  Replaces  Siegel 

Herman  Schlom  has  replaced  Sol  Siegel 
as  producer  of  Republic’s  “Higgins  Fam- 
ily” series.  “Covered  Trailer,”  now  in 
script  form,  will  be  the  next. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


MILLION  DOLLAR  LEGS  (Para)— A child  of 
one  of  Paramount's  weaker  production  mo- 
ments, this  collegiate  comedy  is  distin- 
guished for  its  utter  lack  of  humor  and  ac- 
ceptable campus  atmosphere.  Which 
shortcomings,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
the  cast  boasts  no  established  marquee 
names,  presage  tough  rowing  which,  in- 
cidentally, is  the  sport  on  which  the  film 
hangs  its  meager  story.  Betty  Grable  and 
lohn  Hartley  ore  featured.  William  C. 
Thomas  produced;  Nick  Grinde  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEW  on  the  above 
•picture  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Steady  Production  Tempo: 
47  in  Work,  12  Poised 

Production  remains  pegged  at  the  same 
fast  clip,  with  47  shooting  and  another  12 
scheduled  to  get  underway. 

Columbia  has  four  in  work,  including  a 
new  start,  “The  Five  Little  Peppers  and 
How  They  Grew.”  Metro  launched  “Henry 
Goes  to  Arizona”  and,  on  location  in 
Idaho,  “Northwest  Passage,”  to  total  ten. 
Monogram  broke  even  by  starting  “Rid- 
ers of  the  Rancho  Grande”  and  finishing 
“The  Girl  From  Rio.” 

Likewise  holding  even  was  Paramount. 
Getting  the  starting  nod  were  “Untamed” 
and  “Paroles  for  Sale,”  while  “Argentina” 
and  “$1,000  a Touchdown”  went  into  the 
cutting  rooms.  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
jumped  its  total  to  eight  by  launching 
“City  in  Darkness”  and  an  untitled  “Jones 
Family”  feature.  RKO  dropped  to  four 
by  winding  up  filming  on  “My  Fifth  Ave- 
nue Girl.” 

The  long-delayed  “Flight  at  Midnight” 
went  into  work  at  Republic,  coincident 
with  the  completion  of  “Raiders  of  the 
Wasteland.”  Two  pictures  are  in  produc- 
tion on  the  lot.  Universal  gunned  “Rio” 
and  sent  “I  Stole  a Million”  into  the  cut- 
ting room  to  maintain  a six-picture  total. 
United  Artists’  producers  listed  no  new 
starts.  An  aggregate  of  four  pictures  are 
in  work  for  UA  release. 

“Torchy’s  Invitation  to  a Murder”  and 
the  Paul  Muni  starrer,  “We  Are  Not 
Alone”  hit  the  cameras  at  Warner,  while 
“The  Return  of  Dr.  X”  crossed  the  finish 
line.  Studio  has  a total  of  seven  in  pro- 
duction. 


A New  "Windy" 

Harry  Sherman  has  signed  Britt  Wood, 
ex-vaudevillian,  to  a five-year  contract  as 
a replacement  for  George  Hayes  as 
“Windy”  in  Sherman’s  “Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy” westerns.  Britt  will  appear  in  six 
of  the  “Cassidys”  and  two  Zane  Grey  west- 
erns annually.  Hayes  recently  left  the 
setup  to  sign  a termer  at  Republic. 


"Mohawk"  Cast  to  Utah 

Headed  by  Director  John  Ford,  the  en- 
tire troupe  of  20th  Century-Fox’s  “Drums 
Along  the  Mohawk”  has  headed  for  Utah 
for  several  weeks  of  location  work.  Cast 
is  headed  by  Claudette  Colbert  and  Henry 
Fonda. 


"Abe  Lincoln"  to  Cromwell 

RKO  Radio  has  signed  John  Cromwell 
to  direct  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  to  be 
produced  by  Max  Gordon  and  Harry 
Goetz.  Raymond  Massey  will  star. 


Morros  Borrows  Langdon 

Boris  Morros  has  borrowed  Harry  Lang- 
don from  Hal  Roach  to  script  “Deuces 
Wild,”  the  Laurel-Hardy  comedy  which 
Morros  will  produce  for  RKO  Radio. 


Directs  "Willow  Walk" 

Metro  has  assigned  William  Thiele  to 
direct  “Willow  Walk,”  a story  by  Sinclair 
Lewis,  which  Joseph  Mankiewicz  will 
produce. 
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STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


, FIVE  FITTEE  PEPPERS  AND  HOW  THEY 
GREW  ” Edith  Fellowes,  Dorothy  Ann  Seece, 
O Clarence  Kolb,  Dorothy  Peterson.  Producer: 
o Jack  Fier.  Director:  Charles  Barton.  Original: 
Margaret  Lothrop. 


THE  MAN  THEY  COEEDN’T  HANG— Boris 
Karloff,  Roger  Pryor,  Robert  Wilcox,  Ann  Do- 
ran, Lorna  Gray.  Producer:  Wallace  MacDon- 
ald. Director:  Nick  Grinde. 


o 


HENRY  GOES  TO  ARIZONA  — Frank  Morgan, 
Dennis  O’Keefe,  Virginia  Weldler,  Ann  Morriss, 
Henry  Hull,  Guy  Kibbee.  Producer:  Harry 

SRapf.  Director;  Edwin  L.  Marin.  Original: 
W.  C.  Tuttle. 

O NOKTIIWKST  PASSAGE — Spencer  Tracy,  Wal- 
5 ter  Brennan.  Robert  Young,  Larraine  Day, 

^ Regis  Tooniey,  Isabel  Jewel.  Producer:  Hunt 

Stromberg.  Director:  King  Vidor.  Original: 
Kenneth  Roberts.  Screenplay:  Laurence  Stal- 
lings. 


NINOT<'HKA — Greta  Garbo,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Ina 
Claire,  Sig  Rumann,  Bela  Lugosi,  Lawrence 
Grant.  Producer:  Sidney  Franklin.  Director: 
Ernst  Lubitsch. 


o RIDERS  OF  THE  RANCHO  GRANDE— Tex  Rit- 
2 ter.  Producer:  Edward  Finney.  Director:  Spen- 

O cer  Gordon  Bennett. 


THE  GIRE  FROM  RIO— Warren  Hull,  Movita, 
Alan  Baldwin,  Kay  Linaker.  Producer:  E.  B. 
Derr.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer.  Screenplay: 
Tay  Waters. 


^ ENTAMEI) — -Ray  Milland,  Patricia  Morison,  Akim 
5 Tamiroff,  Eily  Malyon.  Producer:  Paul  Jones. 

? Director:  George  Archainbaud. 


OCR  NEIGHBORS — THE  CARTERS— Fay  Bain- 
ter,  Edmund  Lowe,  Frank  Craven,  Gloria  Car- 
ter, Scotty  Beckett.  Producer:  Charles  R.  Rog- 
ers. Director:  Ralph  Murphy.  Original:  Ren- 
aud  Hoffman.  Screenplay:  S.  K.  Lauren. 

SEA'ENTEEN — Jackie  Cooper,  Betty  Field,  Wil- 
liam Frawley,  Otto  Kruger,  Buddy  Pepper.  Don- 
ald Haines.  Producer:  Stuart  Walker.  Direc- 
tor: Louis  King.  Original:  Booth  Tarkington. 


ARGENTINA — William  Boyd,  Steffi  Duna,  Rus- 
sell Hayden,  Sidney  Toler.  Producer:  Harry 
Sherman.  Director:  Nate  Watt.  Screenplay: 
Harrison  Jacobs. 

$1,000  A TOUCHDOW'N— Joe  E.  Brown.  Martha 
Raye.  Producer:  William  Thomas.  Director: 
James  Hogan.  Screenplay:  Delmar  Daves. 


o 

fC 


EVERYTHING’S  ON  ICE  — Irene  Dare,  Eric 
Linden,  Lynn  Roberts,  Roscoe  Karns,  Maxine 
Stewart.  Edgar  Kennedy.  Producer:  Sol  Les- 
ser. Director:  Bernard  Vorhaus.  Screenplay: 
Adrian  Landis.  Sherman  Lowe. 


MY  FIFTH  AVENUE  GIRI. — Ginger  Rogers,  Tim 
Holt,  James  Ellison,  Walter  Connolly,  Louis 
Calhern.  Producer:  Gregory  La  Cava.  Direc- 
tor: Gregory  La  Cava.  Original:  Frank  Adams. 
Screenplay:  Morrie  Ryskind. 


. FLIGHT  AT  MIDNIGHT  — Roscoe  Turner,  Phil 
CU  Regan,  Jean  Parker,  Robert  Armstrong.  ITo- 
y ducer:  Armand  Schaeffer.  Director:  Sidney  Sal- 

® kow. 


MOB  FI^RY — Rochelle  Hudson,  George  Barbier, 
Cliff  Edwards,  John  Wray.  Producer:  John  H. 
Auer.  Director:  John  H.  Auer. 


RAIDERS  OF  THE  WASTELANDS— Ray  Corri 
gan,  Robert  Livingston,  Raymond  Hatton.  Pro- 
ducer: William  Berke.  Director;  George  Sher 
man.  Original  Screenplay:  Betty  Burbridge, 
Luci  Ward. 


X 

o 

Ui  (TTY  OF  DARKNESS — Sidney  Toler.  Producer: 
►jH  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

H 

o 


ADVENTCRES  OF  SHEREOCTv  HOLMES — Basil 
Ratlibone,  Nigel  Bruce,  Ida  Lupino,  Alan  Mar- 
shal. George  Zucco,  E E.  Clive.  Producer: 
Gene  Markey  ])irector:  Alfred  Werker  Orig- 
inal: Arthur  Conan  Doyle. 


HEAVEN  WITH  A BARBED  WIRE  FENCE— 

Glenn  Ford,  Jean  Rogers,  Raymond  Walburn, 
Nick  Conti.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director: 
Ricardo  Cortez.  Orginal:  Dalton  Trumbo. 


THE  REAL  GLORY — Gary  Cooper,  Andrea  Leeds, 
Kay  Johnson,  David  Niven,  Walter  Brennan, 
D Reginald  Owen,  Broderick  Crawford.  Producer: 

Samuel  Goldwyn.  Director:  Henry  Hathaway. 


RIO — Sigrid  Gurie,  Robert  Cummings,  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  Leo  Carrillo,  Victor  McLaglen.  Director: 
John  Brahm.  Screenplay:  Roland  Leigh,  Charles 
Grayson. 


FIRST  LOVE  — Deanna  Durbin,  Lewi.s  Howard, 
Robert  Stack,  Helen  Parrish.  Producer:  Joe 
Pasternak.  Director:  Henry  Koster.  Screen- 
play: Stephen  Morehouse  Avery,  Frank  Partos. 

FNI>EHPIH* — Gloria  Jean,  Ann  Gillis,  Nan  Grey, 
Robert  Cummings,  Doris  Lloyd,  Ernest  Truex, 
Melva  Doney.  Producer:  Joe  Pasternak.  Direc- 
' tor:  Richard  Wallace.  Screenplay:  Grover  Jones. 
Original:  I.  A.  R.  Wylie. 


I STOLE  A MILLION— George  Raft.  Claire  Trevor, 
Dick  Foran,  Victor  Jory.  Producer:  Burt  Kelly. 
Director:  Frank  Tuttle. 


? W'E  ARE  NOT  ALONE — Paul  Muni,  Dolly  Haas, 
I Una  O’Connor.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke.  Direc- 

P tor:  Edmund  Goulding.  Original:  James  Hil- 

5 ton. 


(il’EER  MONF^Y — Ronald  Reagan,  Margot  Steph- 
enson. Eddie  Foy  jr.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy. 
Director:  Terry  Morse.  Screenplay:  Brewster 
Morse,  Fritz  Falkenstein. 


THE  RETI;RN  of  dr.  X— Wayne  Morris,  Lya 
Lys,  Humphrey  Bogart,  John  Litel,  Olin  How- 
land. Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Vincent 
Sherman. 
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Northwest  Film  Club 
Golf  Tourney  a Hit 

Seattle— Close  competition  marked  the 
annual  golf  tournament  of  the  Northwest 
Film  Club,  played  at  the  Glendale  Golf 
Club.  The  turnout  was  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  club,  the  total  entries  being 
135  while  160  guests  were  served  at  the 
dinner  dance  that  followed  the  play. 

Mickey  De  Leo  of  Port  Townsend  and 
Prank  Newman  sr.,  president  of  Pox-Ever- 
green Theatres,  carried  off  top  honors  with 
low  grosses  of  84  sharing  $50  first  prize 
money.  De  Leo  won  permanent  possession 
of  the  club’s  cup  with  his  third  successive 
win,  and  Newman  won  the  cup  offered  by 
John  Garfield,  film  star. 

Ned  Edris  of  Tacoma  took  $50  prize 
money  with  a low  net  of  67.  Neal  Walton 
of  Columbia  and  Wally  Rucker  of  M-G-M 
tied  for  second  low  net.  Paul  Aust,  Jack 
Rosenberg  and  Morrie  Segel  had  the  low 
grosses.  Bill  May  of  Spokane  won  the  first 
low  guest  gross,  79.  Guests  low  net  were 
Bob  White  of  Portland  and  “Dutch”  Tram- 
mel. Other  winning  low  grosses  were  Jack 
Kloepper  of  Portland,  Manny  Segal,  Si 
Young  and  John  Hamick. 

Guy  Navarre,  Morrie  Saffle,  Martin 
Brown  of  Yakima,  B.  C.  Fritz  and  Gene 
Groesbeck  of  Enumclaw,  tied  for  third  low 
net.  “Dutch”  Trammel  won  the  special 
pi'ize  for  closest  to  pin  fifth  hole,  with  a 
distance  of  four  inches.  Jack  Kloepper 
won  a similar  prize  on  the  second  hole. 
The  prize  for  the  longest  drive  by  a club 
member  was  won  by  Jack  Rosenberg  while 
William  May  won  the  longest  drive  by  a 
guest,  smacking  the  ball  for  325  yards. 
Putting  winners  were  Ed  Miller,  Bill  Ham- 
rick and  Bill  Condon. 

Winners  in  the  women’s  division  were: 
low  grosses,  Mrs.  B.  P.  Shearer,  Mrs.  Guy 
Navarre,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Goble,  Mrs.  Ethel  Dow, 
Mrs.  Morrie  Segel  and  Mrs.  William  Shar- 
tin.  Mrs.  William  Forman,  wife  of  Sterling 
Theatres  general  manager,  won  the  prize 
for  highest  gross  score.  Guest  low  grosses 
in  the  winning  class  were  made  by  Mrs. 
William  May  of  Spokane,  Miss  Georgia 
Trudeau  and  Mrs.  Robin  Welts  of  Mount 
Vernon.  A1  Forman  of  the  Dallas,  Oregon, 
won  a special  prize  for  an  eagle  while  Bill 
Parker  v/on  the  prize  for  the  drive  closest 
to  the  tee.  George  Blair,  Jimmy  O’Neal 
and  Mac  Rubenfeld  as  a comedy  three- 
some provided  the  main  laughs  of  the  day 
attired  in  comedy  outfits. 

William  Shartin  of  Warner  Bros,  was 
general  chairman  of  the  affair.  John 
Danz  and  Bill  Forman  of  Sterling  chain 
were  given  a vote  of  thanks  for  providing 
the  vaudeville  acts.  The  door  prize,  an 
electric  washing  machine,  was  won  by 
L.  C.  “Tommy”  Tomlinson.  Art  Gollofon 
won  the  Calcutta  money  of  $130  by  his 
holding  of  the  running  player’s  name. 


Frisco  Is  Band  Conscious 
San  FRANCisco—This  city  is  becoming 
band  conscious.  After  mobbing  the  Gold- 
en Gate  to  see  Kay  Kyser,  they  packed  the 
exposition  to  see  Benny  ■ Goodman.  Now 
Artie  Shaw  is  pulling  them  in  at  the  gate 
again.  That  makes  three  of  America’s  lead- 
ing bands  in  three  weeks. 
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Seattle  Filmites  on  the  Links — 

Seattle  filmites  are  shown  at  play  during  the  annual  golf  tournament  of  the 
Northwest  Film  Club  held  June  29.  TOP — First  scene  (left  to  right)  are  Mor- 
rie Saffle,  Metro  manager;  Morrie  Segel.  Paramount  manager;  Buck  Seale, 
manager.  Liberty  Theatre,  Spokane;  Dioight  Spracher,  Paramount  salesman; 
Keith  Beckwith,  Columbia  salesman;  Glenn  Havilland,  Paramount  salesman; 
Al  Forman,  exhibitor.  The  Dalles,  Ore.  The  youngster  in  front  is  Master 
Beckwith,  who  came  out  to  caddy  for  his  dad.  Second  scene.  Bill  Parker, 
Metro  exploiteer;  Bill  Shartin,  Warner  manager  and  general  chairman  of  the 
tournament;  Bob  White,  exhibitor  from  Portland,  Ore.;  Bert  Williams,  ex- 
hibitor, Cashmere,  Wash.  Third  scene,  J.  T.  Sheffield,  president  Republic 
Pictures  of  the  Northwest;  John  Danz,  president  of  Sterling  Theatres;  Grover 
Parsons,  west  coast  division  sales  manager  for  Republic  from  San  Francisco; 
Eddie  Walton,  sales  manager  for  Republic. 

BOTTOM — The  pair,  John  Hamrick  of  the  Hamrick-Evergreen  Theatres; 
Frank  Newman  sr.,  president  of  Fox  Evergreen  in  the  Northwest.  The  second 
scene  shows  the  women’s  foursome  of  Mrs.  “Dutch”  Trammel,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Mc- 
Ginley;  Mrs.  B.  F.  Shearer,  and  Mrs.  Guy  Navarre.  The  third  scene  of  laugh- 
getters  of  the  day,  George  “Kiltie”  Blair,  Mac  Rubenfeld  of  Metro  and  Jimmy 
O’Neal.  Wearing  the  dark-colored  glasses  in  the  last  scene  is  B.  F.  “Ben” 
Shearer  of  the  equipment  firm  bearing  his  name.  Walking  on  is  Frank  New- 
man sr. 


S IE  A TTILE 


gIGGEST  scare  of  the  week  was  caused 
by  the  announcement  of  Prosecutor  B. 
Gray  Warner  that  he  was  going  to  enforce 
the  1909  blue  law  to  the  letter.  This  would 
have  meant  a ban  on  Sunday  theatres, 
Sunday  baseball  and  Sunday  horse  racing. 
The  whole  trouble  started  when  the  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  Warren  Hastings  made  a statement 
that  he,  and  a committee  of  spirited  citi- 
zens, had  gathered  evidence  of  organized 
vice  and  gambling  conditions  in  Seattle. 
This  evidence,  Hastings  said  was  going  to 
be  turned  over  the  Governor  for  action, 
claiming  that  the  local  prosecutor  was  lax. 
This  stung  Mister  Warner,  so  that  he 
announced  he  was  going  to  enforce  every 
law  on  Seattle’s  books.  For  four  days  the 
situation  was  serious  as  far  as  the  theatres 
were  concerned,  but  public  opinion  was  so 
strong  that  the  prosecutor  backed  down. 
The  city  council  now  has  demanded  that 
Doctor  Hastings  turn  over  all  his  evidence 
to  them  for  action. 

Vic  Meyers,  Washington’s  lieutenant- 
governor,  is  resting  easily  after  an  opera- 
tion for  a throat  ailment  at  a local  hospital. 
Vic  recently  opened  a new  dance  pavilion 
in  Yakima  where  his  famous  band  is  ap- 
pearing. 

The  scenic  and  man-made  wonders  of 
Washington  state  will  soon  be  shown  in 
the  nation’s  picture  houses.  Jack  Kuhne, 
chief  cameraman  for  the  shorts  division 


of  Fox  Movietone  News,  is  nearly  finished 
with  a scenic  short.  He  and  his  staff  re- 
cently took  pictures  of  summer  skiing, 
flowers  poking  through  snow,  and  over- 
hanging glaciers  in  Rainier  National  Park. 
Aerial  views  of  Seattle,  Spokane,  Tacoma, 
Olympia  and  Coulee  dam  also  will  be 
shown. 

Glenn  Hughes  and  his  wife,  Babette, 
head  of  the  University  drama  department, 
have  just  received  word  that  Marc  Con- 
nelly, the  Broadioay  playwright  and  pro- 
ducer, will  produce  “Sweet  Dreams,”  a 
play  written  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  . . . 
The  Rialto  on  First  Avenue  has  again 
opened  its  doors  and  is  featuring  bur- 
lesque and  two  feature  pictures. 

Howard  Hughes,  the  famous  sportsman 
flyer  and  producer,  is  in  town  in  the  in- 
terest of  taking  one  of  the  Boeing-built 
Stratoliners  for  a series  of  experimental 
test  flights.  It  is  believed  possible  Hughes 
might  make  a transatlantic  flight  with  the 
land  plane. 

Jim  Hone  is  spending  a few  days  at 
Lake  Quinalt  along  with  his  family.  Jim 
jr.  and  his  brother  Melvyn  are  here  from 
Los  Angeles  and  have  gone  along  with 
their  dad  to  do  a lot  of  camping  and 
fishing  . . . Stanley  Gordon  visiting  from 
Boise,  Ida.,  and  spending  all  his  time  here 
(Continued  on  page  26-D) 
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ID)  HE  W V IE  M 

'^HE  annual  convention  of  the  Gibralter 

Enterprises,  Inc.,  has  been  set  for  Den- 
ver on  August  4 to  7.  Chas.  R.  Gilmour 
is  president  of  the  company,  and  the  mem- 
bers include  Ed  Schulte  of  Casper,  Wyo.; 
Wm.  Ostenberg,  Scottsbluff,  Neb.;  Everett 
Cole,  Alamosa,  Colo.;  Thos.  Murphy,  Raton, 
N.  M.;  Nathan  Salmon  and  John  Greer, 
Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  and  E.  W.  Ward  of  Silver 
City,  N.  M.  Of  this  group  two  of  them  are 
mayors  of  their  home  towns — Cole  and 
Ward.  And  in  a recent  senatorial  cam- 
paign friends  of  Schulte  tried  to  get  him 
to  run,  but  he  preferred  to  stay  solely  in 
the  theatre  business  The  group  now  has 
34  theatres,  located  in  four  states — Colo- 
rado, New  Mexico,  Wyoming  and  Nebras- 
ka. Gilmour,  who  was  in  the  hospital  for 
several  days  as  the  result  of  a finger  in- 
fection, is  improved  and  has  been  down  to 
the  office. 

Harry  Laiich  }ias  taken  over  the  Eaton 
Theatre  at  Eaton.  Colo.,  from  J.  R.  Wills 
. . . With  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  club 
rooms  redecorated  and  air-conditioned  it 
really  is  a fine  spot  to  spend  a few  hours 
or  an  evening — or  just  to  drop  in  for  a 
drink  or  tivo.  Manager  E.  E.  Edwards 
keeps  the  service  at  tops.  All  exhibitors 
and  film  men  are  urged  to  keep  the  middle 
of  August  free  until  the  date  is  set  for  the 
annual  Screen  Club  picnic  and  golf  tourna- 
ment. The  date  will  be  set  soon. 

The  Elitch  summer  theatre  got  av.^ay  to 
a fine  start  the  opening  week,  with  two 
film  stars,  Donald  Woods  and  Jane  Wyatt, 
in  the  leads.  With  four  sellouts  out  of 
ten  shows  the  gross  was  close  to  the  best 
last  year.  The  season  runs  ten  weeks  . . . 
Linton  Collins,  in  the  government  service, 
brother  of  Earl  Collins,  United  Artists  ex- 
change manager,  spent  two  days  here  on 
his  way  to  Juneau,  Alaska,  on  a govern- 
mental mission  . . . Lon  Fidler,  Monogram 
district  manager,  is  on  one  of  his  periodic 
Salt  Lake  trips. 

With  spectators  sitting  on  the  floor  and 
standing  in  all  available  spots  the  screen- 
ing room  teas  a warm  place  during  the 
showing  of  the  Louis -Galento  fight  pic- 
tures. George  Kerer.  Deliver  distributor, 
had  to  stick  his  head  in  at  the  door  for 
a look.  The  film  opened  at  the  Orpheum, 
and  has  been  acclaimed  as  one  of  the 
best  fight  pictures  to  show  here.  It  is  be- 
ing held  over  at  the  Orpheum,  with  the 
rest  of  the  bill  changing.  Bookings  are 
exceptionally  heavy  in  this  area. 

Ralph  Hamilton  has  been  moved  from 
the  Gem  at  Golden  to  the  managership  of 
the  Santa  Fe,  Denver.  He  is  succeeded  at 
the  Gem  by  Alvin  Quint,  lately  assistant 
city  manager  at  Salida.  All  are  Atlas  The- 
atre Co.  houses,  and  the  changes  were 
announced  by  Dave  Davis,  circuit  manager. 
Several  weeks  ago  Frank  Milton  resigned 
as  manager  at  the  Santa  Fe  and  the  post 
was  left  vacant  until  now. 

Fox  is  shutting  down  the  Empress  at 
Laramie,  Wyo.,  and  tearing  out  everything, 
including  the  floor,  to  the  walls.  They 
plan  to  spend  around  $50,000  on  an  840- 
seat  house  in  a modern  architecture.  The 
big  stage  will  be  retained  for  the  stage 
shows,  according  to  Ray  Davis,  district 


manager.  Sterling  Way  is  city  manager. 
Fox  will  also  reopen  the  Strand  at  Chey- 
enne, after  touching  it  up  a bit,  about 
July  25. 

In  spite  of  bucking  a holiday  and  week- 
end combination  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln” 
turned  in  a strong  week  at  the  Denver  and 
as  a result  will  be  moved  to  the  Aladdin 
to  continue  the  run  . . . Harry  Huffman, 
city  manager  for  Fox  theatres,  returned 
from  a New  York  vacation  and  is  enthusi- 
astic for  the  world’s  fair  as  a place  to 
spend  a vacation.  Says  he  enjoyed  every 
minute  of  it,  rating  it  as  almost  as  good 
as  a trip  around  the  world,  and  a lot  less 
expensive. 


Holiday  Causes  ITO  Meet 
Postponement  Again 

Los  Angeles — Too  much  Fourth  of  July 
apparently  caused  a second  postponement 
of  a scheduled  board  of  directors’  meeting 
by  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.,  which  was  canceled  when 
several  members  of  the  directorate  in- 
formed Robert  Poole,  general  secretary, 
that  they  would  be  unable  to  appear  until 
a later  date. 

A new  time  for  the  meeting  has  not 
been  set  by  Poole  as  yet.  Purpose  of  the 
gathering  is  to  scrutinize  the  revised  ex- 
hibitor-distributor trade-practice  code,  par- 
ticularly the  re-written  arbitration  clauses. 
If  okayed  by  the  directors,  the  code  will 
be  submitted  to  a vote  by  the  general 
membership. 


Sonnenshine  Distributes 
Louis-Galento  Films 

Los  Angeles — Distribution  rights  to  the 
Galento-Louis  fight  films  have  been  ac- 
quired for  the  western  territory  by  Henry 
Sonnenshine  of  Atlas  Films,  Inc.  Son- 
nenshine is  supervising  bookings  in  south- 
ern California,  where  the  three-reeler  is 
currently  being  shown  at  the  Hillstreet 
in  downtown  Los  Angeles,  day-date  with 
the  Pantages  in  Hollywood. 

Sonnenshine  has  arranged  with  All-Star 
exchange  to  handle  distribution  in  north- 
ern California:  Premium  Film  Exchange 
for  Salt  Lake  and  Denver;  and  Jimmy 
O’Neill  Attractions,  Seattle.  Atlas,  con- 
centrating on  independent  houses,  is  not 
selling  the  reel  to  Fox  West  Coast. 


Theatre  Employes  Union 
Nominating  Oliicers 

Seattle — Nominations  for  officers  will 
be  held  this  week  at  the  Labor  Temple  by 
the  Theatre  Employes  union,  local  B-22, 
according  to  Lawrence  Wicklund,  business 
agent  and  secretary.  Present  officers  in- 
clude Earl  Stanley,  president:  Frances 
Atchinson,  vice-president;  George  Hood, 
treasurer,  and  Lionel  Carrier,  sergeant-at- 
arms. 

Nominations  for  the  executive  board  also 
will  be  held,  Wicklund  said.  Following  is 
the  present  board,  Mildred  Tulip,  Don 
Warren,  Helen  Harper  and  Frank  Gibson. 
'The  board  also  includes  the  four  officers. 


^HE  word  is  that  plans  for  a new  theatre 

on  Geary  St.,  near  26th  Ave.,  are  rapid- 
ly being  formed  by  an  operator  of  one  of 
the  downtown  subsequent  run  houses  here 
. . . Edna  Schafer  of  the  Warner  exchange 
is  back  on  the  job,  after  a brief  illness 
. . . Eleanor  Pedranzoni  and  Agnes 
Cannan  of  Warner’s  are  vacationing  at 
Feather  River,  while  Ann  Samuel  of  the 
same  company  is  sopping  up  sunshine  at 
the  Russian  River. 

R.  C.  McDonnell,  Paramount  ad  sales 
manager  here,  is  joining  the  long  list  of 
Filmrow  newlyweds.  He  and  the  bride  will 
honeymoon  in  Wisconsin  . . . First  runs 
operated  here  by  Fox  West  Coast,  the 
United  Artists  and  the  Orpheum,  as  well 
as  local  neighborhood  houses,  have  low- 
ered admission  prices.  First  runs  lowered 
to  40  cents  and  the  subsequents  to  30  and 
20  cents.  Golden  State,  San  Francisco  The- 
atres, Inc.,  and  Nasser  Bros,  followed  suit. 

E.  Bruce  Johnson,  local  National  Reg- 
ister head  man,  is  in  Los  Angeles  on  busi- 
ness . . . Gerald  Karski  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Service  Co.,  was  at  Clear  Lake 
on  a short  vacation  . . . Metro’s  Phyllis 
Burke  is  vacationing  . . . C.  V.  Paden  is 
resting  at  Santa  Barbara  with  his  family. 

The  Davies  Theatre  here  had  a slight 
fire  in  the  projection  room  ...  AT.  Alger 
of  the  Marius  Theatre,  Lake  View,  Ore., 
was  along  the  Row  booking  . . . W.  C. 
Freddy  is  back  from  his  vacation  to  New 
York  and  Canada  . . . Ditto,  Laurence 
Borg,  theatre  operator  . . . The  YMCA 
Theatre  in  the  Presidio  here  will  be  closed 
pending  the  opening  of  the  New  Presidio 
to  be  operated  by  the  War  Department. 


SAIILT  ILAKIE 

^HE  first-run  Studio  Theatre,  completely 
remodeled  after  a fire  which  destroyed 
its  interior,  is  being  operated  again  by  In- 
termountain Theatres  . . . H.  C.  Fuller, 
local  RKO  manager,  accompanied  by  Giff 
Davison,  Alfred  Mabey  and  Art  Baron, 
all  salesmen,  attended  the  company’s  na- 
tional convention  in  New  York  ...  A pre- 
view of  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  was  held 
here  at  the  Centre  Theatre. 

Vacation  notes:  Dorothy  Hansen,  local 
RKO  biller,  is  spending  her’s  along  the 
Pacific  coast.  She  plans  to  take  in  the 
Frisco  Fair  . . . Helen  Garrity,  Intermoun- 
tain publicity  head  here,  is  due  back  after 
traveling  points  along  the  same  coast  . . . 
C.  W.  Peck  jr..  Universal  cashier,  leaves 
shortly  for  the  Frisco  Fair  . . . Joe  Madsen, 
UA  office  manager,  starts  his  leave-taking 
shortly,  destination  unannounced. 

Bill  McFarlane,  operating  the  Manti 
Theatre  in  the  Utah  town  of  that  name, 
drew  plenty  of  attention  along  the  Row 
garbed  in  a highly  colored  cowboy  outfit. 
He  was  selling  the  Sanpitch  Pow-wow 
^honoring  an  old  Indian  chieftain)  held 
July  6-8  at  Manti  . . . FWC  has  opened 
the  Town  Theatre,  Great  Falls,  la.  . . . 
O.  J.  Hazen  was  expected  to  wind  up  his 
vacation  this  week. 
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LOS  AWGIELIES 


JJARRY  STERN,  former  exchange  mana- 
ger for  GB,  dropped  down  to  greet  Film- 
row  acquaintances  . . . Robert  Sproul 
was  pointing  out  southern  California’s  won- 
ders to  his  brother,  Norman,  visiting  from 
Salt  Lake  City  . . . Guy  Gunderson  tossed 
a party  for  selected  Filmrow  friends  at 
his  Santa  Ana  canyon  cabin  . . . Art 
Bailey,  Warner  city  salesman,  greeted  on 
all  sides  with  cries  of  “farmer!”  as  he 
trod  down  the  Row  carrying  a sack  of 
green  corn. 

Judge  LeRoy  Pawley  of  the  Desert  The- 
atre, Indio,  felt  right  at  home  when  he 
came  in  for  hookings.  It  was  89  in  the 
shade  . . . Other  hooking  visitors  included 
Joe  Venahle,  Manny-Venahle  circuit;  Al 
Minor,  in  from  Burhank;  John  Menard  jr., 
Showshop,  Glendale;  Dick  LeMucchi,  Gran- 
ada, Bakersfield,  who  is  in  the  midst  of 
building  a new  house  in  Oildale;  Mrs.  Fos- 
ter Jackson,  Elsinore,  Elsinore. 

George  Bowser,  supervisor  of  Fox  West 
Coast’s  District  Three,  headed  for  Santa 
Barbara  to  spend  a few  days  on  business 
in  connection  with  the  FWC  houses  there 
. . . Leslie  Taylor  has  replaced  Merrill  Sha- 
piro as  manager  of  Mac  Sinift’s  Del  Mar 
Theatre.  Taylor  is  the  son  of  Harry  Tay- 
lor, western  district  manager  for  Nation- 
al Screen  Supply  . . . Fred  Hershon  of  the 
Trojan,  Harry  Hollander,  booker  for  Lou 
Bard,  and  Bernard  Leavitt  formed  a con- 
versational threesome  during  a visit  to 
Filmrow. 

Undeterred  hy  warm  weather,  Charlie 
Olds  came  in  from  Arroyo  Grande  to  get 
some  hookings  for  his  Grande  Theatre. 
Other  hookers  included  Harold  Glass,  Gor- 
don; Bill  Zimmerman,  Ernie  Sileox,  Stu- 
dio, Studio  City;  Les  Funk,  Bellflower; 
Hugh  Bruen  and  Al  Cooper,  Whittier;  Vic 
Walker,  Santa  Ana. 

Guest  of  Charles  Einfeld  at  Warner  was 
M.  A.  Lightman,  head  of  the  Malco  circuit 
of  Memphis,  who  planed  in  from  Tennes- 
see for  a vacation  in  the  film  capital. 
Lightman  was  formerly  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  America. 

W.  H.  Lollier,  Fox  West  Coast  executive, 
planed  to  Arizona  to  talk  over  business 
matters  with  Harry  Nace,  operator  of  the 
Nace  circuit,  and  a partner  of  FWC  in 
some  exhibition  situations  . . . Rae  Win- 
nick,  of  Metro’s  office  staff,  has  gone 
to  San  Francisco  to  aid  home  office  audi- 
tors in  checking  through  the  exchange 
there.  They  just  completed  a survey  of 
the  local  office. 

Manny  Hoffman,  who  runs  the  Avalon 
Theatre,  came  in  for  bookings,  accompa- 
nied, as  usual,  by  his  minute  black  Pom- 
eranian . . . Others  in  on  booking  expe- 
ditions included  Fred  Eull,  operator  of  the 
Ramona  Theatre  in  Ramona;  Grover 
Smith,  Cosmo  & Roxy,  Glendale;  Leo  Fen- 
ton of  the  Metro;  Mickey  McManus,  in 
from  Long  Beach;  Jimmy  Grant  of  the 
Hub;  R.  B.  Gates,  Buttonwillow  Theatre, 
Buttonwillow;  J.  W.  Bace,  Roxy,  Ford 
City;  Guy  VanDerbergh,  Forum,  Ontario; 
Dave  Bershon,  Orange  Theatre,  Orange. 

Passing  hy:  Jake  Cone,  man-about-the- 


Row,  putting  on  the  feedbag  . . . Leo 
Schwartz,  of  Trailer-Made,  and  Charles 
Gore,  partner  in  the  Gore  Bros,  circuit, 
chatting  about  this  and  that  . . . Tommy, 
the  shoeshine  hoy,  doing  a landoffice  busi- 
ness keeping  a bumper  crop  of  ivhite  shoes 
clean  . . . Mac  Sinift,  Del  Mar  Theatre, 
and  Gene  O’Keefe,  in  from  Maywood,  a 
twosome  at  the  marble  game  . . . Charles 
Feldman,  Universal  office  manager, 
lunching  with  A.  J.  O’Keefe,  western  dis- 
trict manager  . . . Rudy  Ressler,  Filmrow 
veteran,  is  folding  up  his  service  station 
business  after  pumping  gas  and  checking 
oil  for  years  and  years. 

Morris  Safier,  western  district  manager 
for  Grand  National,  came  in  from  San 
Francisco  on  a short  business  trip  . . . 
Returning  from  a northern  junket  was 
Ben  Fish,  western  sales  manager  for  United 
Artists  . . . Isabel  McCormick,  former  own- 
er of  the  Film  Cafe,  is  back  in  town 
after  a two-month  vacation  trip  to  Alaska 
. . . Al  Pavlow,  former  owner  of  the  Aliena 
Theatre,  is  now  selling  automobiles  for 
one  of  the  big  downtown  agencies  . . . Ted 
Gruwell,  formerly  connected  with  the  Gru- 
well-Wilcox  Seating  Co.,  dropped  in  to 
greet  his  friends. 

Roscoe  Thomas  came  in  to  acquire  pic- 
tures for  his  Palace  Theatre,  Las  Vegas 
. . . Ditto  Buddy  Lustig,  of  the  Wiltern; 
Jack  Berman,  Eastland  Theatres;  Jack 
Goldberg,  Garden,  Belvedere  Gardens;  H. 
J.  Seiler  and  son  Mason,  in  from  Newport; 
Sam  Decker  and  Ben  Peskay,  Times  and 
Palms;  Joe  Sloat,  Maynard;  Jack  Chasen, 
Rosebud;  George  Landers,  Washington. 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists’’ 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1968  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


Asks  Official  Denial 
Of  Krieger  Report 

Los  Angeles — A request  that  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  officially  deny  reports  that  Sey- 
mour Krieger  will  replace  Albert  Law  as 
special  investigator  for  the  department  of 
justice,  probing  independent  exhibitor  com- 
plaints against  Fox  West  Coast  and  the 
major  distributors,  was  made  by  Johnston 
Avery,  administrator  for  the  department’s 
anti-trust  division,  currently  here  for  con- 
ferences with  Law. 

Both  Law  and  Avery  branded  the  re- 
ports as  absolutely  unfounded.  Law  point- 
ed out  that  his  quizzing  assignment  has 
been  completed  and  in  the  hands  of  his 
superiors  for  more  than  two  months.  He 
declared  that,  as  far  as  he  knows,  the  ma- 
terial he  obtained  here  has  been  satisfac- 
tory to  the  government  and  that  his  work 
is  done  until  further  orders  are  received. 
Meantime  he  remains  on  duty,  headquar- 
tering in  the  Federal  building. 


Alexander  Names  Stanford 
As  Frisco  Unit  Head 

San  Francisco — Tire  newly  installed  Alex- 
ander Film  Co.  has  named  as  its  manager 
Al  Stanford,  who  formerly  headed  the 
Oakland  office. 

M.  Samuels  will  act  as  salesman  for  the 
surrounding  territory  and  the  company  will 
branch  out  into  the  preview  field  in  addi- 
tion to  the  former  services  rendered. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratofi 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

==  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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SiEATiriLE 

(Continued  from  page  26-A) 

on  the  Row.  Stan  has  now  gone  on  to 
Los  Angeles  to  visit  his  sister  for  a few 
days  before  returyiing  home. 

Ethel  Dow,  for  the  past  five  years  with 
Warner  as  secretary  to  the  branch  mana- 
ger, has  resigned  to  devote  her  entire  time 
to  keeping  house.  Aldean  Hawk  has  moved 
up  into  Ethel’s  spot  and  Frieda  Deitch 
has  been  added  to  the  office  staff.  Frieda 
is  well  known  to  many  on  the  Row,  for 
she  worked  here  some  ten  years  ago. 

Rose  Bloom,  who  has  been  in  the  hos- 
pital for  many  weeks,  is  finally  back  home 
again  . . . Erik  Brattstrom  has  written  a 
song,  "Sunset  in  Seattle,”  and  has  received 
word  that  the  Saunders  Publications  in 
Hollywood  have  published  it.  Erik  ivas 
also  notified  that  the  number  might  be 
used  i7i  the  forthcoming  picture  based  on 
early-day  Seattle. 

The  town  of  Renton,  in  keeping  with  a 
celebration,  has  ordered  all  men  to  grow 
whiskers.  Exhibitor  Fey  was  standing  in 
front  of  his  theatre  with  an  excuse  for  a 
chin-piece  when  the  sheriff  drove  up  with 
the  black  maria  and  took  Fey  before  the 
judge.  Result  was  a ten  dollar  fine  for 
not  trying  to  cultivate  a better  beard. 

Don  Beckman  is  having  his  Western 
Poster  company  quarters  completely  re- 
modeled. Jim  Hone  will  move  his  offices 
of  the  MPTO  of  Washingt07i  to  the  up- 
stairs part  of  the  buildmg  and  the  front 
window  will  now  be  used  for  displays. 

The  Mercy  circuit  in  the  Yakima  Valley 
has  installed  Burch  popcorn  machines  in 
its  theatres  . . . J.  T.  Sheffield,  president 
of  Republic  Pictures  of  the  Northwest,  an- 
nounces that  Art  Huot  has  joined  the  sales 
staff  of  the  Seattle  office.  Art  will  cover 
the  territory  east  of  the  mountains. 

Junior  Mercy  ajid  his  wife  Dorothy  have 
taken  the  youngsters  to  Pacific  Beach  over 
the  holidays  . . . The  theatre  in  Dishman, 
just  outside  of  Spokane,  will  reopen  again 
in  a couple  of  weeks.  New  owner  is  from 
Montana  . . . Mrs.  Emil  Johnson,  mother 
of  Dorothy  Cooper,  here  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  bury  her  husband  who  passed 
away  suddenly. 

Bill  Englen,  booker  for  Grand  National, 
was  rushed  to  the  hospital  where  he  is 
under  observation  . . . Harold  Sheffield, 
manager  of  the  Portland  branch  of  Re- 
public, is  in  town  for  a conference  with 
his  boss,  J.  T.  Sheffield,  who  by  the  way 
is  Harold’s  uncle  . . . Norman  Clyde  and 
his  family  in  from  Langley  . . . Buck  Seale 
starting  his  vacation  by  entering  the  golf 
tournament,  then  leaving  for  the  lakes  to 
camp  for  two  weeks.  Buck  manages  the 
Liberty  in  Spokane. 

Joe  Kendall  ) 'om  Ellensburg,  and  his 
brother  Sam,  from  Yakima,  in  for  the 
golf  match,  likewise  Paul  Mercy  from  Yaki- 
ma . . . George  Blair,  Mac  Rubenfeld  and 
Jimmy  O’Neal  played  the  course  with  a 
club  between  them.  They  started  with 
three  balls  but  lost  two  of  them  at  the 


"Mr,  Chips"  Extended 
After  9 Weeks 

Los  Angeles — After  a nine-week  run 
in  which  grosses  ore  expected  to  climb 
to  approximately  $45,000 — a record  for 
the  house — Metro's  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips"  will  move  out  of  the  Four-Star 
Theatre  and  into  the  Carthay  Circle, 
July  17,  for  an  extended  run.  The  Brit- 
ish production  wound  up  its  seventh 
week  at  the  Four-Star  with  a gross  of 
$5,018,  within  $10  of  the  opening  stanza. 
Another  Metro  picture,  "On  Borrowed 
Time,"  will  replace  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips"  at  the  Four-Star. 


secojid  hole  so  they  coiitinued  with  the 
one  ball. 

Bill  Shartin  being  presented  with  a radio 
by  the  Film  Club  board  of  trustees  for  his 
swell  job  of  handling  the  tournament  . . . 
Bob  Laing,  artist  for  Hamrick-Evergreen, 
off  for  his  vacation  with  Mrs.  Laing.  The 
couple  will  spend  their  time  in  California 
. . . Leah  Hanson  back  from  the  vacation 
trip  to  Chicago  . . . Chuck  and  Mrs. 
Charles  back  from  the  Alaska  trip  . . . 
E.  W.  Pollock,  gradually  recovering  from 
his  recent  serious  illness,  was  down  from 
Mount  Vernon  vhth  his  son,  Eldon. 

Kathryn  Brobeck,  called  to  eastern 
Washington  by  the  illness  of  her  brother, 
is  notv  in  Walla  Walla  visiting  her  family 
. . . Bob  Estill  off  the  sick  list  and  back 
at  his  booking  desk  at  Paramount  . . . 
Friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al  Clapp  sur- 
prised the  couple  with  a party  to  cele- 
brate their  2bth  wedding  arniiversary. 

Alys  Johnson,  Gladness  Gollofon,  and 
Ethel  Daigler  to  the  Olympic  Hot  Springs 
for  a week  . . . Eddie  Lamb,  Jack  Burk 
and  Louie  Goldsmith  back  from  the  RKO 
convention  in  New  York  . . . Cecil  Gwinn 
contributing  a dash  of  pictorial  charm  to 
Filmrow  when  he  arrived  from  Centralia — 
there  was  Mrs.  Gwinn  whose  hair  is  black; 
the  Gwinn’s  pretty  daughter,  Elaine,  whose 
hair  is  brown;  the  Gwinn’s  nieces,  Janet 
Talkington,  blonde  of  the  Joan  Bennett 
type,  and  Joan  Talkington  red-head  and 
equally  attractive.  The  Talkington  sisters 
are  the  daughters  of  Wayne  Talkington 
who  operates  a circuit  in  Harrington  and 
other  eastern  Washington  towns.  Cecil 
Gwinn  handles  theatres  in  Centralia  and 
Chehalis. 

Ira  Genet,  director  of  Vitaphone  shorts, 
and  Jerry  Marfleet,  cameraman,  planed 
into  Seattle  from  New  York  to  take  pass- 
age for  Alaska  where  they  uyill  make  a 
number  of  short  subjects  for  Warner  . . . 
Among  the  prizes  for  the  best  golfers  was 
a $25  order  for  golf  shoes,  donated  by 
David  O.  Selznick. 


Into  Receivership 

San  Francisco — Oakland’s  Roosevelt 
Theatre  has  gone  into  the  hands  of  the 
receivers,  due  to  shortage  of  fimds  to  pay 
help  and  taxation.  A complete  loss  for  all 
creditors  is  reported. 


^^ILLIAM  FOREMAN,  general  manager 
of  John  Danz’s  Sterling  theatres  in  Se- 
attle, was  a Portland  visitor  during  the 
closure  of  a long-term  lease  on  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre.  Foreman  said  the  Or- 
pheum’s  stage  and  interior  will  be  re- 
modeled prior  to  the  opening  of  the  house 
under  the  Danz  banner  in  September.  No 
manager  has  yet  been  selected.  Rumor 
has  it  Danz  will  purchase  the  building 
at  the  culmination  of  the  lease. 

Portland’s  Filmrow  was  shocked  at  the 
sudden  death  of  Henry  J.  Updegraff,  one 
of  Portland’s  earliest  suburban  operators, 
who  suffered  a heart  attack  July  2.  He 
owned  the  Roseway  and  State  theatres  and 
was  president  of  the  Mount  Tabor  Theatre 
Co.  Updegraff  came  here  in  1924  after 
spendmg  16  years  managing  a chain  of 
Dakota  houses.  Previous  to  that,  he  open- 
ed a string  of  theatres  in  Minnesota. 

Up  Washington  way  Morrie  Nimmer, 
Wenatchee  theatre  operator,  ran  afoul  of 
the  law  by  shooting  firecrackers  in  the 
streets  of  Cashmere  as  a send-off  to  a 
pair  of  newlyweds  . . . Ted  Gamble  calling 
J.  J.  Parker  about  a change  in  programs 
at  the  United  Artists  and  Broadway  . . . 
Walt  Finney  claiming  some  kind  of  a rec- 
ord with  three  changes  in  bills  at  his  down- 
town Mayfair  in  one  week. 

Arlington  Theatre  Delays 
"Camerateur  Night" 

Santa  Barbara,  Cal. — Management  of  the 
Arlington  Theatre,  Fox  West  Coast  house, 
has  postponed  the  projected  “test"  book- 
ing of  “Camerateur  Night,”  a new  box- 
office  stimulant,  indefinitely.  Along  with 
several  other  new  stimulators,  it  will  be 
submitted  to  further  scrutiny  before  a def- 
inite decision  is  made  as  to  whether  to 
use  it,  or  some  other  audience  game,  in 
the  house. 


Coy  Seeks  Writ  Against 
Union  at  White  Center 

Seattle — W.  T.  Coy  jr.,  operator  of  the 
Center  Theatre  at  White  Center,  testified 
at  a hearing  in  which  he  seeks  an  anti- 
picketing order  against  the  motion  picture 
operators  union.  Local  154,  that  an  intoxi- 
cated picket  struck  Coy  outside  the  the- 
atre. 

Harry  Lampman,  president  of  the  union, 
testified  that  Coy  failed  to  live  up  to  three 
agreements  to  employ  a union  man  part- 
time. 


"Ecstasy"  to  Majestic 

Los  Angeles — Majestic  Pictures,  owned 
by  Hi  Peskay,  has  acquired  reissue  rights 
for  this  territory  to  “Ecstasy,”  foreign- 
made  film  starring  Hedy  Lamarr. 


Theatre  for  Carlsbad 

Carlsbad,  Cal.  — Vincent  Araiza  has 
leased  a store  building  and  is  remodeling 
it  into  the  Carlsbad  Theatre  for  opening 
between  August  1 and  10. 
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ALLIED'S  APPROVAL  OF  RUNNING  TIME  CONTROL 
NOT  UNANIMOUSLY  SHARED  BY  MEMBERSHIP 


This  Is  the  Text 

Springfield — This  is  the  relevant  text  of  House  Bill  No.  643,  now  before  the  gov- 
ernor for  signature  or  veto,  which  prohibits  double  features  in  the  state  of  Illinois: 

A BILL 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  exhibitor  to  present  or  cause  to  be  presented  a per- 
formance consisting  of  the  exhibition  of  one  or  more  single  motion  picture  films  for 
a longer  period  than  two  hours  and  15  minutes. 

Any  exhibitor  who  violates  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor, and  upon  conviction  thereof  fined  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars 
($100)  or  more  than  five  hundred  dollors  ($500),  or  be  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail 
for  not  more  than  six  months,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 


B&K,  Great  States  Deem 
Illinois  Legislation 
Unconstitutional 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — It  was  B&K  and  Great  States 
against  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois  as  both 
groups  argued  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
bill  banning  duals,  passed  under  camou- 
flage by  the  Illinois  state  legislature. 

But  what  surprised  this  writer  in  talk- 
ing with  various  exhibitors  along  the  Row 
was  that  John  Balaban’s  comment  on  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  bill  was  shared 
by  numerous  independent  exhibitors — 
many  of  them  members  of  Allied — all  of 
whom  preferred  to  remain  anonymous. 

The  law — which  actually  prohibits  show- 
ing of  complete  motion  picture  programs 
longer  than  two  hours  and  15  minutes — 
but  which  thus  would  ban  double  features, 
crowded  everything  else  off  the  scene  as 
the  second-guessers  got  to  work. 

Balaban  and  Jules  Rubin  of  Great  States 
both  indicated  that  hundreds  of  theatre 
owners  would  petition  Governor  Henry 
Horner  to  veto  the  measure. 

Meanwhile,  Balaban  termed  the  legis- 
lation “ridiculous,”  adding  “the  next  thing 
we  know  they’ll  legislate  that  we  can’t  sell 
two  pairs  of  pants  for  the  price  of  one! 

Would  "Ruin"  Films 

“Many  single  pictures,  the  good  ones,” 
added  the  B&K  head,  “cannot  be  shown 
in  two  hours  and  15  minutes.  If  they  make 
them  shorter,  it  will  ruin  the  pictures. 
And  more  than  half  the  country  has  gone 
over  to  double  features  already.  They 
find  them  profitable  and  in  demand.  With 
them  the  American  public  can  see  more  for 
their  money  and  cut  their  amusement  bud- 
get in  two  . . . and  why  not?” 

The  direct  opposite  was  the  opinion  of 
Eddie  Silverman  of  Essaness  Theatres, 
who  has  been  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
Chicago  for  return  to  single  features.  “It 
wouldn’t  hurt  any  of  the  pictures — and 
probably  improve  most  of  them — to  trim 
all  pictures  down  to  two  hours.” 

The  Chicago  Herald  & Examiner  quoted 
Silverman  for  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois, 
“speaking,”  he  declared,  “for  95  per  cent 
of  Chicago  picture  theatre  owners,”  thus- 
ly: 

“This  legislation  affecting  picture  thea- 
tres is  the  most  beneficial  I’ve  ever  known 
passed  for  any  industry.  It  does  not  pro- 
hibit double  features,  if  they  cut  (and 
they  can  often  be  beneficially  cut)  to  pro- 
per length.  On  the  other  hand,  it  offers 
those  owners  who  believe  their  patrons 
favor  one  feature  picture  and  a number  of 
shorts  and  informative  and  educational 
features,  a chance  to  give  them  what  they 
want.” 

Silverman  stressed  that  long  shows  are 
harmful  to  health.  “Physicians  say  long 


pictures  are  harmful  to  eyesight,”  he  said, 
“they  say  they  shatter  nerves.” 

The  Essaness  head  added  that  the  bill 
would  mean  better  pictures  for  the  public, 
and  that  it  will  aid  the  industry.  “In 
Hollywood,  quality  producers  are  against 
duals  because  they  stimulate  the  produc- 
tion of  inferior  pictures,”  he  added. 

Rubin,  on  the  other  hand,  commented 
that  “downstate  we  think  such  a law  is 
unnecessary,  unconstitutional,  unfair.  In 
at  least  60  theatres  throughout  Illinois  and 
Indiana,  people  have  shown  that  they  want 
double  features.  This  bill  is  dictatorship. 
We  don’t  need  a law.  We  can  run  our 
own  business.” 

Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied,  could 
not  be  reached  by  Boxoffice  for  a state- 
ment, as  he  had  gone  out  of  the  city  for 
the  holiday.  However,  he  has  consistently 
favored  dropping  of  duals  and  some  sort 
of  action  to  resume  the  running  of  singles 
in  the  Windy  City.  His  thoughts  have 
consistently  been  the  same  as  those  of  Sil- 
verman. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Independent 
Exhibitor  was  represented  in  numerous 
comments  to  Boxoffice,  “off  the  record.” 
Most  of  those  independent  exhibitors,  feel 
that  “it  is  definitely  wrong  to  let  any- 
thing like  this  be  legislated  by  law.”  One 
remarked  that  “it  is  unconstitutional  and 
definitely  class  legislation  that  won’t 
stand  up  in  court.” 

Said  another:  “The  public  has  become 
bargain  conscious  now,  and  what  are  we 
going  to  do  to  get  them  in  the  habit  of  one 
feature  again?” 

One  Theatre  Prepares 
For  Dual  Bill  Ban 

Chicago — While  Chicago  exhibitors  were 
discussing  pro-and-con  the  program-lim- 
itation bill  passed  by  the  legislature,  the 
Jones  - Linick  - and  - Schaefer  operated 
Oriental  Theatre  was  evidently  preparing 
for  its  ultimate  passage  this  week. 

The  house  was  running  “Society  Law- 
yer,” on  a single-bill  program,  together 
with  a vaudeville  revue;  while  next  week 
“The  Hardys  Ride  High,”  is  to  be  run  as 
a single  feature.  The  plan  also  calls  for 
several  more  weeks  of  single  features  to- 
gether with  vaudeville  presentations. 


Incidentally,  the  policy,  in  its  initial  few 
days  has  been  a successful  one. 

In  the  outlying  houses,  however,  adver- 
tising still  emphasizes  the  length  of  the 
program  presentations.  To  compete  with 
the  houses  that  actually  run  three  fea- 
tures, other  houses  have  been  featuring 
in  their  ads  such  copy  as  “five  big  hits,” 
“three  big  hits,”  “outstanding  seven-unit 
show,”  “giant  five-unit  show,”  and  simi- 
lar copy.  Closer  scrutiny  usually  unveils 
two  features,  with  the  rest  of  the  “hits” 
or  the  “units”  turning  out  to  be  shorts 
and  featurettes. 

Topping  them  all,  still,  is  the  Rosewood 
Theatre’s  “big  10-unit  program,”  which  in- 
cludes three  and  sometimes  four  features, 
together  with  six  or  seven  shorts,  news- 
reels, etc. 

Five  Bills  Affecting  the 
Industry  Fail  to  Pass 

Springfield,  III. — Of  more  than  half  a 
dozen  bills  introduced  pertaining  to  the 
showing  of  motion  pictures  in  Illinois, 
the  only  one  to  slip  through  the  61st  Illi- 
nois general  assembly  was  House  Bill  No. 
643,  an  act  intended  to  abolish  double 
features. 

Bills  which  were  given  consideration  but 
failed  to  pass  are  herewith  summarized: 

Senate  Bill  397  was  one  which  would 
prohibit  children  from  entering  the  thea- 
tres after  the  hour  of  9 p.  m.,  and  would 
not  allow  them  to  remain  in  the  theatres 
after  10  p.  m. 

Senate  Bill  398  would  have  set  up  a 
board  of  censors  and  would  have  exacted 
a fee  for  passing  upon  pictures  submitted 
to  it  for  action. 

Senate  Bill  399  was  one  which  would 
have  prohibited  the  operation  of  moving 
picture  houses  by  companies  connected 
in  any  way  with  the  production  of  moving 
pictures. 

Senate  Bill  340  would  have  prohibited 
or  controlled  block  selling  and  block  book- 
ing of  pictures.  House  Bill  166  was  the 
same  as  Senate  Bill  340. 

House  Bill  445  would  have  prevented 
the  showing  of  pictures  in  which  there 
are  actors  or  actresses  who  had  been  di- 
vorced two  or  more  times. 
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GOVERNMENT  PROPOSES  COMPLETING  ffllTIAL 
CHARGES  IN  B&K  SHIT  BEFORE  WEEK  ENDS 


Sam  Meyers  Lists  First-Class 
Product  From  1935  to  1938 

Chicago — Sam  Meyers,  during  his  testimony  in  the  criminal  contempt  case  here 
as  a government  witness,  read  from  prepared  lists  his  opinion  as  to  the  first- 
class  pictures  released  during  the  seasons  from  1935-36  to  1937-38,  inclusive,  by  each 
of  the  companies,  as  follows: 

20th-Fox  M-G-M  Univ  UA  Para  Col  Warner  RKO  Indep’s 


1935- 36  12  24  2 9 22  6 14  7 1 or  2 

1936- 37  17  21  6 8 13  6 10  2 

1937- 38  16  28  6 9 12  8 16  6 2 or  3 


Meyers,  listing  his  opinion  of  theatre 
suitability  in  the  loop  for  first-run  pos- 
sibilities, listed  the  ten  houses  in  this 
order : 

“Chicago,  Oriental,  State-Lake,  McVick- 
ers.  United  Artists,  Palace,  Roosevelt, 
Woods,  Garrick  and  Apollo,” 

Meyers  became  tangled  in  testimony 
when,  after  saying  “Tovarich,”  as  a film 
with  a foreign  background  was  unsuccess- 
ful, agreed  with  Robert  Golding,  B&K  at- 
torney, in  cross-examination  that  “Mutiny 
on  the  Bounty,”  also  with  a foreign  back- 
ground was  a good  picture  that  did  good 
business.  To  which  Golding  added: 

“Then  the  real  truth  of  the  matter  is, 
isn’t  it  , . , that  every  man  has  to  use 
his  own  judgment  (on  boxoffice  values  of 
films),  and  sometimes  is  going  to  be 
wrong,  isn’t  that  right?”  Meyers’  answer 
was,  “Yes,”  Golding  began  questioning 
Meyers  on  production  values,  when  Meyers 
interrupted  with  "I  am  not  testifying  as 
an  expert  on  production,  only  on  exhi- 
bition,” 

Golding  concluded  the  day’s  session  with 
a question:  “After  you  have  shown  the 
picture  and  counted  up  the  receipts  in  the 
boxoffice,  then  you  can  tell  whether  yom* 
experting  was  any  good?” 

Meyers’  answer  of  “Yes;  that’s  when  I 
am  at  my  best,”  wowed  the  courtroom. 


Monthly  Release  Sheets 
Admitted  as  Evidence 

Chicago — Controversy  arose  in  the  hear- 
ings in  the  criminal  contempt  case  here 
over  whether  to  allow  the  introduction 
as  evidence  of  the  monthly  release  sheets 
made  up  for  the  Chicago  territory  by  Ed- 
ward J.  Mager,  booker  for  Allied  The- 
atres, This  came  up  during  Mager’s  tes- 
timony as  a government  witness. 

Government  attorneys  introduced  the 
sheets,  as  prepared  by  Mager,  and  again 
as  printed  by  John  Smetana  of  A,B,C. 
Printers,  to  try  to  prove  a uniform  clear- 
ance system  and  so-called  discriminatory 
tactics  of  the  distributors. 

The  defense  attorneys  argued  that  Ma- 
ger’s and  Smetana’s  testimony  was  in- 
competent, but  Master  Edgar  Eldredge  fi- 


nally ruled  to  admit  the  matter  subject 
to  the  objections. 

Fred  Pride,  attorney  for  20th  Century- 
Fox,  from  New  York,  directly  asked  Ma- 
ger whether  the  release  schedules  were 
made  up  “at  the  instigation  and  solici- 
tation of  any  of  the  distributors  them- 
selves,” to  which  the  Allied  booker  an- 
swered: “No,  they  were  not.”  Smetana’s 
answer  to  the  same  question  by  Pride,  was 
similar  to  that  of  Mager’s. 

Among  those  in  court  during  the  last 
two  weeks,  either  as  witnesses  or  spec- 
tators, were  all  branch  managers  (except 
Columbia’s  Phil  Dunas),  John  and  Dave 
Balaban,  Edwin  Silverman,  Emil  Stern,  Joe 
Kaufman,  B&K  booker;  Lewis  Jacobson, 
attorney  for  Frank  Ford  in  the  latter’s 
anti-trust  suit;  Joseph  and  Ben  Rosen- 
berg, and  Aaron  Stein,  Allied  attorneys; 
Sam  Meyers,  and  several  other  exchange 
men. 

Indiana  ATO  Funfest  Held 
At  Lake  Wawasee,  Ind. 

Lake  Wawasee,  Ind. — The  second  annual 
convention  and  funfest  of  Associated  The- 
atre Owners  of  Indiana  was  held  at  the 
Spink-Wawasee  Hotel  here  July  5-7. 

There  were  several  business  sessions, 
with  the  committee  in  charge  consisting 
of  Marc  J.  Wolf,  chairman;  Ernest  L.  Mil- 
ler, I.  R.  Holycross  and  Don  R.  Rossiter. 
On  the  lighter  side  was  a program  of  out- 
door activities  which  took  up  tlve  greater 
part  of  the  three  days. 

Theatre  owners  from  practically  every 
city  in  the  state  turned  out. 

RKO  Plans  to  Construct 
Exchange  Buildings 

Chicago — A.  A.  Shubert,  head  of  ex- 
change operations  for  RKO,  was  due  here 
this  week  to  confer  with  Walter  Branson, 
district  manager,  on  plans  for  new  ex- 
change buildings  for  Chicago  and  Milwau- 
kee. 

The  Chicago  structure  is  expected  to  be 
in  the  1300  block  on  South  Wabash,  in 
the  midst  of  the  now  compact  Filmrow. 


Adjournment  to  Sept.  5 
Follows;  Silverman, 
Meyers,  Testify 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — The  government  hoped  to  con- 
clude its  initial  presentation  in  the  criminal 
contempt  charges  against  Barney  Balaban, 
B&K  and  the  majors  (except  Columbia) 
this  week,  when  the  case  was  to  be  ad- 
journed by  Special  Master  Edgar  Eldredge 
until  September  5. 

Defense  attorneys  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  government  attorneys,  Robert 
Wright  and  Seymour  Simon,  would  not  in- 
troduce any  outstanding  data  or  testimony 
in  the  hearings,  resuming  Wednesday  after 
the  holiday  weekend.  However,  upon  di- 
rect questioning  by  Boxoffice,  Simon  said; 
“We’ll  introduce  everything  we  have  this 
week  and  have  the  case  completed  as  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  except  for  some  sta- 
tistical data.” 

Meanwhile,  Filmrow  was  still  buzzing 
over  the  testimony  of  Edwin  Silverman  of 
Essaness  Theatres,  and  Sam  Meyers,  op- 
erator of  theatres  in  Chicago’s  north 
suburbs,  who  were  introduced  as  acknowl- 
edged “theatre  operation  experts,”  by  the 
government’s  attorneys.  Defense  attor- 
neys continually  harangued  the  witnesses 
and  the  questioning  government  attorneys 
with  objections,  most  of  which  were  over- 
ruled by  Master  Eldredge. 

Silverman’s  testimony  related  to  his  ne- 
gotiations for  the  leasing  of  the  Oriental 
Theatre  last  fall  (which  were  reported  at 
that  time  first  by  Boxoffice)  and  his 
acquisition  of  United  Artists’  product  first- 
run  for  the  loop.  He  also  discussed  his 
ideas  of  motion  picture  exhibition,  and 
gave  his  definition  of  “first-class”  product. 
Highlighted  here  is  a considerable  portion 
of  Silverman’s  testimony,  taken  from  the 
court  record: 

Simon,  in  questioning  Silverman  to  es- 
tablish his  ability  as  an  expert  witness, 
reviewed  the  Essaness  head’s  career  to  show 
his  knowledge  of  the  industry.  Asked  by 
Simon  to  define  first-class  pictures,  Sil- 
verman answered: 

“A  first-class  picture,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  a quality  picture  which  had  an 
adequate  sum  spent  on  it  to  insure  a good 
production,  it  should  be  written  by  good 
writers,  the  cast  should  include  well-known 
people  who  are  good  actors  or  actresses;  it 
should  be  well-publicized  ...  an  intelligent 
and  appealing  picture  should  be  created 
so  as  to  induce  people  to  patronize  the  the- 
atre.” 

Silverman  then  told  of  his  negotiations 
to  obtain  United  Artists  product,  beginning 
with  conferences  with  George  J.  Schaefer, 
then  general  manager  of  UA,  in  New  York, 
at  which  also  was  present  James  Coston, 
zone  manager  of  Warner  Theatres  in  Chi- 
cago. Silverman  explained  they  were  in 
Schaefer’s  office,  who  “happened  to  be 
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Visitors  From  Illinois — 

Steve  Farrar,  head  of  the  Egyptian  Theatre  circuit  of  Harrisburgh,  III.,  and 
his  family,  are  hosted  by  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Warner  player,  on  their  visit  to  Holly- 
wood and  the  studios.  Guests  and  host  are  on  the  set  of  ‘‘Career  Man,” 
Lynn’s  current  starrer. 


general  manager  of  an  industry  drive  which 
took  place  last  year  to  improve  conditions 
in  the  business.” 

That  last  statement  was  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  record,  over  defense  ob- 
jections. 

Schaefer  explained  to  Silverman  that 
“if  we  (Essaness)  had  the  Oriental  Thea- 
tre, he  would  be  glad  to  make  a transac- 
tion with  us  for  United  Artists  pictures.” 
Told  that  Essaness  was  negotiating  for  the 
Woods  instead,  Schaefer  said  he  was  not 
interested  in  the  Woods  Theatre  for  UA 
run. 

After  some  months  of  preliminary  dis- 
cussions, during  which  Silverman  ascer- 
tained that  B&K  would  not  reopen  the 
house,  actual  negotiations  began  last  Sep- 
tember 29  in  New  York,  with  Silverman, 
Emil  Stern,  Schaefer  and  Murray  Silver- 
stone  present.  At  that  meeting,  Silverman 
said,  “We  agreed  on  terms,”  and  told  that 
Schaefer  said  “he  would  turn  over  his 
memorandum  to  his  attorneys  who  would 
prepare  a franchise  which,  as  soon  as  com- 
pleted, would  be  sent  out  to  Chicago  for 
the  perusal  of  our  attorneys  and  ourselves, 
and  it  was  either  to  be  signed  here,  or  our 
attorneys  and  ourselves  were  to  go  to  New 
York  to  execute  the  document  in  New 
York.” 

Conversation  With  Schaefer 

Silverman  then  discussed  his  later  con- 
versation with  Schaefer  over  the  latter’s 
going  to  RKO  on  October  8 of  last  fall, 
but  was  reassured  that  Jack  Schlaifer, 
western  sales  manager,  would  carry  on  with 
details.  Discussing  conversation  with 
Schlaifer  in  Chicago,  Silverman  said: 

“He  (Schlaifer)  said  he  would  like  to 
have  a downtown  theatre  (meaning  one 
such  as  the  Oriental  or  Woods)  of  their 
own,  so  they  could  have  their  pictures 
played  as  fast  as  they  became  available, 
and  that  would  help  their  selling  and  their 
releasing,  but  he  said  that  he  was  dubious 
of  selling  away  from  B&K  on  account  of 
B&K’s  outlying  buying  power.” 

Silverman  also  related  that  Schlaifer 
turned  down  a $5,000  offer  from  Essaness 
on  “Drums,”  quoting  Schlaifer  as  saying: 
“He  said  that  it  is  a good  deal,  and  it  is 
undoubtedly  more  than  we  will  get  on  our 
other  first  run,  but  T cannot  take  it.’  ” 
This  referred  to  a run  of  “Drums,”  at  the 
Woods  Theatre. 

The  Essaness  executive  then  was  ques- 
tioned about  his  opinion  of  various  houses 
in  the  Chicago  loop.  Over  defense  ob- 
jections, he  testified  that  the  Oriental 
“is  a quality,  first-run  theatre,  and  a prop- 
er theatre  to  play  quality  first-run  pic- 
tures.” Then,  he  defined  a quality  pic- 
ture as  “a  picture  that  arouses  public  in- 
terest to  the  extent  that  sufficient  people 
will  desire  to  see  the  picture  so  that  the 
picture  would  be  operated  or  exhibited  at  a 
profit.” 

Permitted  by  the  master  to  give  his 
opinions  on  comparative  suitability  of  the 
ten  loop  houses  for  first-run  possibilities, 
Silverman  stated  that  the  Oriental  and 
Woods  theatres  were  better  suited  than  the 
Garrick,  Apollo  or  Roosevelt  theatres  (all 
B&K  operated)  and  that  the  Apollo  is  bet- 
ter than  the  State-Lake. 

Cross-examined  by  L.  B.  Levinson,  Uni- 
ted Artists’  attorney,  Silverman  told  of  a 
“very  successful  season”  of  the  Woods  The- 
atre, undef  first-run  operation  in  1928. 
When  he  added  “I  will  give  you  the  title 


of  the  picture  and  the  grosses,  if  you  wish,” 
Levinson  answered  with:  “Oh,  I haven’t 
any  doubt  that  you  can  give  me  lots  of 
things,  but  I suggest  you  do  not  volun- 
teer, Mr.  Silverman.  Your  anxiety  to  tes- 
tify is  already  quite  apparent  . . .” 

Silverman  testified  that  Jones,  Linick  & 
Schaefer  operation  of  the  Woods  Theatre, 
before  Essaness  took  it  over,  was  success- 
ful, showing  “inferior  pictures.” 

A laugh  came  from  the  courtroom  when 
Silverman  saying  that  B&K  at  times  got 
85  cents  admission  for  the  Oriental  re- 
marked, “on  occasions  when  they  thought 
they  could  get  it.  That  is  the  way  the 
Loop  operates.” 

Opinion  on  Star  Values 

Cross-examination  by  Robert  Golding, 
attorney  for  B&K  and  Paramount,  of  Sil- 
verman, brought  out  many  interesting  com- 
ments on  star  vaiue  and  picture  value. 
Among  them,  taken  from  the  record  as 
quoted  by  the  Essaness  head,  were: 

“There  were  25  to  40  well-known  di- 
rectors in  Hollywood  between  1935  and 
1938;  it  takes  two  weeks  to  two  years  to 
produce  a first-class  quality  picture;  at 
a cost  of  from  $200,000  to  $2,000,000.  Pro- 
duction costs  assigned  to  film  include 
studio  overhead,  original  story,  plus  the 
time  writers  may  devote  to  it,  the  salary 
of  the  cast  and  directors. 

“Examples  of  well-known  stars  are  Wil- 
liam Powell,  Ronald  Colman,  Gary  Cooper, 
Joan  Crawford,  Norma  Shearer,  Greta 
Garbo,  Miriam  Hopkins,  Edward  G.  Rob- 
inson, Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis,  Jeanette 
MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy,  Claudette  Col- 
bert, Sonja  Henie,  Tyrone  Power.” 

Asked  about  Marion  Davies,  Charles 
Boyer  and  Greta  Garbo,  Silverman’s  com- 
ments were:  “Marion  Davies  is  passe,”  and 
“Charles  Boyer  is  O.  K.  in  France,”  and 
“Garbo  has  not  been  anything  for  years, 
over  here.  She  is  needed  to  take  care  of 
the  foreign  market,  which  is  a big  part 
of  the  production  and  distribution  ex- 
pense.” 

Explaining  why  “Tovarich”  and  other 
similar  pictures  failed  to  click  at  the  box- 
office  here,  Silverman  commented:  “Mo- 
tion pictures  have  had  a great  educational 
influence  in  this  country,  and  one  thing 
that  it  has  taught  us  is  that  this  is  the 
most  nationalistic  country  in  the  world, 
that  desires  no  entertainment  that  smacks 
of  Europe,  or  has  a foreign  background.” 

Golding  asked  Silverman:  “Could  you. 


as  an  expert  in  the  motion  picture  field, 
tell  us  how  long  you  think  the  public  will 
be  attracted  to  skating  pictures?”  to  which, 
he  answered:  “I  think  they  are  pretty  close 
to  the  end  now.” 

Levinson,  cross-examining  Silverman, 
asked  him  whether  United  Artists  wants 
and  gets  percentage  in  all  cases  in  the 
loop.  Silverman’s  answer  was  that  UA 
wants  percentage  but  that  “I  do  not  think 
the  records  indicate  they  get  it  . . .” 

Emil  Stern  of  Essaness,  who  followed 
Silverman  on  the  stand,  confirmed  his 
partner’s  testimony  and  was  dismissed 
without  lengthy  questioning. 


Farrell,  Costello,  Jones 
Wait  for  Questioning 

Chicago — R.  O.  Farrell,  representative  of 
the  bondholders  of  the  Oriental  Theatre 
building;  Harold  Costello,  manager  of  the 
building;  Aaron  Jones  and  Aaron  Jones  jr., 
and  John  Jones,  were  among  those  to  be 
questioned  late  this  week  by  the  govern- 
ment before  closing  its  presentation. 

Humorous  Situations  Not 
Totally  Lacking 

Chicago — Despite  the  fact  that  testimony 
in  the  government’s  case  here  becomes 
dry  and  uninteresting  at  times,  it  occa- 
sionally affords  laughs. 

One  of  these  came  when  Jim  Donohue, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  referred  to  a 
Paramount  film  as  having  a “very  success- 
ful run”  in  the  Roosevelt  Theatre  and  be- 
ing moved  to  the  Garrick  for  a continued 
first-run.  Robert  Wright,  government  at- 
torney, retorted:  “I  object  to  the  witness 
injecting  ‘opinions’  in  the  testimony.”  He 
was  sustained  in  his  objection. 

Another  came  when  a defense  attorney 
objected  to  an  apparent  conference  in  court 
between  Wright  and  Joseph  Rosenberg, 
Allied  attorney,  in  the  latter’s  suit  against 
the  same  defendants.  Wright  answered 
with:  “Yes,  I’m  asking  Mr.  Rosenberg  and 
everybody  else  in  Chicago  for  information 
on  the  film  business.” 


May  Postpone  Anti-Trust 
Suit  Until  Fall  Term 

Chicago — There  is  a good  possibility  the 
anti-trust  suit  of  the  independent  exhibi- 
tors against  B&K  and  the  majors,  com- 
monly termed  the  Adelphi  case,  may  be 
put  over  until  fall. 
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Free  Shows,  Legislation  and 
Hot  Weather  Plague  Trade 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Milwaukee — Facing  the  dog  days,  Wis- 
consin exhibitors  find  themselves  literally 
and  figuratively  on  the  hot  seat,  what  with 
competition  from  a variety  of  sources  and 
legislation  inimical  to  the  industry  con- 
fronting them. 

The  competitive  situation  is  more  acute 
than  it  has  been  in  years,  with  free  weekly 
films  being  sponsored  by  merchants  in 
dozens  of  the  smaller  cities  throughout  the 
state.  In  addition,  in  some  of  the  larger 
spots,  such  as  Green  Bay  and  Stevens 
Point,  the  merchants  are  sponsoring  Col. 
Edward  P.  Mumm’s  free  show  of  variety 
acts  in  local  parks.  Opening  week’s  show 
in  each  of  these  towns  attracted  more  than 
1,000  people. 

Community  film  shows  are  making  the 
rounds  in  other  towns  under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  churches  and  organizations  in  co- 
operation with  the  merchants  and  shown 
in  local  halls  along  with  a full-length 
feature,  comedy  and  a newsreel.  Admis- 
sion is  a dime  with  merchants’  tickets. 

Even  roadside  dairy  stands  advertise 
free  outdoor  talking  pictures  to  attract 
customers.  Hughes  Dairy  Stand  in  Beloit 
recently  advertised  the  showing  of  “Street 
Scene,”  with  Sylvia  Sidney.  In  Milwaukee, 
sound  pictures  were  shown  as  part  of  The 
Journal’s  free  golf  school  at  a local  prac- 
tice range.  These  films,  featuring  the 
country’s  greatest  pros  and  amateurs,  com- 
plemented instruction  given  by  members  of 
the  Wisconsin  PGA,  which  cooperated  in 
making  the  classes  possible. 

Bingo  Bug  Continues 

Two  shorts,  20th  Centm'y-Fox’s  “The 
Golfing  Turnesa  Brothers”  and  RKO’s 
“Shooting  for  Par,”  were  shown  as  part  of 
the  program,  which  drew  some  3,000  per- 
sons. Add  to  this,  free  films  at  amuse- 
ment beaches,  silent  flickers  in  taverns,  and 
weekly  band  concerts  and  you  see  what 
the  exhibitor  is  up  against. 

On  top  of  it  all,  the  Bingo  bug  continues 
to  bite  many,  particularly  on  the  city’s 
south  side,  as  strong  as  ever.  In  fact, 
games  can  be  found  in  full  blast  any  night 
in  the  week  here  and  merchants  complain 
that  their  business  has  dropped  off  be- 
cause of  it. 

Desperate  in  the  face  of  this  sort  of 
competition,  exhibitors  are  resorting  to 
every  possible  means  to  retain  business. 
Their  request  here  for  a 25  per  cent  cut 
from  the  projectionists’  union  corresponds 
to  the  10  per  cent  relief  asked  last  sum- 
mer and  granted  by  the  union,  so  badly 
has  business  slumped,  exhibitors  maintain. 

Some  are  closing  their  doors,  others 
operating  part  time.  Nickel  reductions  in 
admission  prices  have  become  effective  for 
the  summer  months  in  various  cities,  while 
more  local  houses  are  playing  dime  nights 
than  perhaps  ever  before. 

Penny  matinees  for  kids,  and  even  free 
shows  for  the  youngsters,  have  been  re- 
sorted to  in  connection  with  the  first  epi- 
sode of  a serial  to  get  them  sufficiently 
interested  to  keep  coming.  Fox’s  Vene- 
tian, local  neighborhood  house,  has  an- 
nounced new  low  Bank  Night  prices  of 
two  bits  with  ten  baskets  of  groceries  and 
a $50  jackpot  plus  cash  and  gift  awards 
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Free  Show  Bait — 

How  non-theatrical  accounts  through- 
out Wisconsin  are  luring  theatre  -pat- 
rons and  potential  jans  with  newspaper 
advertising.  Note  that  most  of  the 
shows  are  free. 


as  extra  attractions  in  addition  to  a $600 
Bank  Night  pot. 

Tying  in  with  merchants,  some  theatres 
are  admitting  kids  free  on  presentation  of 
guest  tickets  from  the  cooperating  stores. 
Grand  Theatre  at  Green  Bay  recently  ad- 
vertised; “Free  Show  Tomorrow  afternoon. 
Just  roll  an  old  auto  tire  to  Walter  Dett- 
man’s  Tire  and  Battery  Store  on  Main 
St.  and  he  will  give  you  a ticket  free, 
plus  five  cash  prizes.  Best  tires,  largest 
tires.  Get  your  ticket  early.” 

The  Delux  Ice  Cream  Shop,  Stevens 
Point,  recently  advertised  free  tickets  to 
the  Fox  Theatre  with  every  purchase.  Copy 
warned,  “Only  2,000  tickets  available — get 
yours  early.” 

Various  exhibitors  contend  that  unless 
a stop  is  put  to  the  free  theatre  ticket 
craze,  they  might  “just  as  well  close  shop 
since  people  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  no  picture  is  worth  paying  money  to 
see  if  its  entertainment  value  is  regarded 
so  lightly.” 

At  Fond  du  Lac,  the  Bechaud  Brewing 
Co.,  makers  of  Empire  beer,  invites  the 
public  to  attend  free  films  at  the  Fond  du 
Lac  Theatre  every  Saturday  morning  at 
10.  Four  red  and  yellow  tops  from  the 
brewery’s  beer  bottles  will  admit  one  adult 
or  child  to  any  one  of  the  Saturday  morn- 
ing shows. 

The  Strand  at  Manitowoc,  in  a tieup  re- 
cently with  the  Clover  Farm  Stores,  ad- 
mitted Clover  Farm  customers  free  to  a 
9:30  Saturday  morning  showing  of  “Rose 
of  Washington  Square”  on  presenting  the 


'Good  or  Summerlime' 
Inflates  Trade  Woes 


Chicago — Summer  business  deterrents 
continue  to  pile  up  on  the  already  sagging 
shoulders  of  Mr.  Exhibitor  in  Chicago. 

Latest  is  the  resumption  of  concerts 
nightly  at  Grant  Park  for  the  fourth  suc- 
cessive season.  For  some  time  it  appeared 
the  free  musical  entertainment  would  not 
be  held  this  year,  inasmuch  as  the  state 
legislature  hemmed  and  hawed  about  sup- 
plying the  necessary  funds. 

The  concerts,  featuring  outstanding 
names  in  the  music  world,  for  the  past 
three  years  have  been  sponsored  by  the 
park  commissioners  and  James  Petrillo, 
local  musicians’  union  head.  When  Rubi- 
noff  and  his  violin  came  here  two  years 
ago  to  appear  as  guest  artist  at  one  per- 
formance, he  cluttered  up  Grant  Park  with 
225,000  music  lovers  and  fresh  air  fiends. 

In  addition  to  the  Grant  Park  concerts, 
regular  Sunday  night  concerts  have  re- 
sumed at  other  city  parks.  These  are  on 
a much  smaller  scale  than  those  at  Grant 
Park,  featuring  mediocre  bands,  but  they’re 
free  and  as  such  manage  to  draw  several 
thousand  at  a whack. 

So  with  the  resumption  of  the  concert 
season,  the  coming  of  night  baseball  in 
August,  and  the  likelihood  of  twilight  nag 
sessions  at  Washington  Park,  together  with 
scores  of  twilight  and  night  softball  games 
absorbing  every  and  any  part  of  the  Windy 
City,  exhibitors  here  have  plenty  to  think 
about  besides  product,  clearance  and  fed- 
eral lawsuits. 


Publicize  Television 
Through  Store  Ads 

Chicago — Frequent  and  good-sized  ads 
were  used  by  Marshal  Field  & Co.  in  letting 
the  public  know  of  the  television  demon- 
strations given  at  their  store.  All  local 
dailies  were  used  in  plugging  television  as 
a commercial  venture  in  this  area. 

The  copy  explained  the  television  sets 
were  not  for  sale,  but  announced  “when 
practical  broadcasting  (television)  begins 
in  the  Chicago  area,  this  store  will  be 
ready  with  the  very  best  in  television 
equipment  and  service.”  Remainder  of  the 
copy  reviewed  the  conception  of  television, 
its  advancements  and  probable  future. 


LeKander  Arcade  Manager 

St.  Charles,  III. — Clarence  LeKander, 
who  has  operated  the  Fargo,  Geneva,  now 
is  operating  the  Arcada  here,  with  Harry 
Simon  as  manager  and  Don  Bishop  his 
assistant. 


Termer  to  Beckett 

Hollywood — Scotty  Beckett,  juvenile  ac- 
tor, has  signed  a new  term  pact  with 
Charles  R.  Rogers,  calling  for  two  films 
yearly. 


empty  container  of  either  a five-pound  bag 
of  Clover  Farm  flour,  a one-pound  Green 
Cup  coffee  bag  or  six  boxes  of  Clover  Farm 
jelly  to  the  doorman  at  the  theatre. 
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Guest  of  RKO — 

Joe  Goldstein,  Mikado  Theatre,  St. 
Louis,  a visitor  at  the  RKO  Radio  ex- 
hibitor World  Fair  lounge  during  a 
visit  to  New  York. 


Indianapolis  Union  Wage 
Demands  Are  Defended 

Indianapolis — Decision  of  Local  No.  30 
(stagehands’  union)  to  withdraw  union 
workers  from  the  Lyric  Theatre  here  July 
6 over  a wage  increase  dispute,  is  de- 
fended by  D.  R.  Barneclo,  business  agent. 

Inasmuch  as  union  members  work  on  a 
seven-day  schedule,  Barneclo  contends  the 
$5  weekly  increase  per  man  demanded  to 
the  present  scale  of  $55.50  is  not  unfair. 
Furthermore,  he  maintains,  Charles  M. 
Olson,  operator  of  the  Lyric,  “has  neglected 
to  state  that  the  $60.50  figure  would  have 
been  arrived  at  during  the  third  year  of  a 
three-year  contract,  and  not  during  the 
first  year.” 

He  concludes  the  union  has  gone  as  far 
as  it  will  go  in  negotiations  with  Olson. 


Jack  Dailey  to  Follow 
Up  Douglas  on  Tour 

Chicago — Jack  Dailey  of  Paramount’s 
west  coast  publicity  office,  who  aided  in 
the  “Man  About  Town”  campaign  in  Wau- 
kegan, is  remaining  in  the  midwest  for  a 
few  weeks.  He  will  work  behind  Lloyd 
Douglas,  author  of  “Disputed  Passage,”  on 
a speaking  tour.  Paramount  releases 
“Passage”  in  the  fall. 


New  RCA  Jobs 

Chicago — Installations  of  RCA  sound 
equipment  made  recently,  according  to 
Eddie  Klein,  Chicago  sales  manager,  in- 
clude: The  Great  States’  Genesee,  Wau- 
kegan, HI.;  the  Lex,  formerly  the  Lexing- 
ton, recently  taken  over  by  Indiana-Illi- 
nois  Theatres:  Garden  Theatre,  Mike 
Scribano,  both  in  Chicago;  Prairie,  Eskin 
circuit.  Sun  Prairie,  Wis.;  Garrick,  Fox- 
Wisconsin  Circuit,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.;  and 
New  Southside  Theatre,  A.  E.  Kuehn,  Osh- 
kosh, Wis. 
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piGHT  films  of  the  Louis-Galento  go- 

round  got  off  to  a good  start  at  the 
Chicago,  Tivoli,  Uptown,  Marbro  and  Re- 
gal theatres.  Henri  Elman  is  the  dis- 
tributor. The  pictures  also  opened  at 
Loew’s  State,  Indianapolis,  and  through- 
out the  Great  States’  circuit  . . . Capitol- 
Monogram  expects  to  move  into  new  quar- 
ters at  13th  and  Wabash,  next  door  to  the 
new  20th  Century-Fox  Bldg.,  within  the 
next  week  or  so,  while  20th  Century-Fox 
will  move  into  its  new  home  July  24,  the 
day  of  the  Clyde  Eckhardt  testimonial 
dinner. 

Walter  Branson  attended  the  world  pre- 
miere of  RKO’s  “Career”  in  Des  Moines 
last  Sunday  night,  with  Tony  Caputo  and 
Ralph  Saunders,  of  Rathe  News,  going 
along  to  record  the  action  on  sound  film. 
. . . Premiums  and  giveaways  are  becom- 
ing more  and  more  unusual.  For  instance, 
those  miniature  portable  radios  which  Max 
Sachs  of  the  Lexington  Theatre  has.  They 
are  only  4x6x8  inches  and  can  be  thrown 
over  one’s  shoulder  and  carried  by  a strap. 

Dick  Sachsel’s  new  offering,  “Kwizz 
Time,”  is  building  weekly  at  the  Roseland. 
It  is  similar  to  the  current  trend  of  ques- 
tion-and-answer  games  on  the  radio,  but 
has  the  added  advantage  of  permitting 
everyone  in  the  audience  to  participate  . . . 
The  Chicago  Evening  American  ran  a life 
story  of  Eddie  Anderson,  Jack  Benny’s 
radio  and  film  valet,  “Rochester  Van 
Jones.”  It  was  written  by  Nate  Gross,  who 
was  among  the  many  newspaper  folk  at 
the  premiere  of  “Man  About  Town”  in 
Waukegan. 

No  word  yet  on  when  the  Palace  Theatre 
will  reopen.  There  is  talk,  too,  that  RKO 
may  relinquish  its  lease  to  the  Mort  Singer 
circuit  when  the  house  does  reopen. 

Abe  Fisher  is  back  from  Detroit,  and 
now  is  general  manager  of  the  Chicago 
office  of  Ben  Judell’s  newest  venture.  Pro- 
ducers’ Pictures  Corp. 

The  B&K  offices  were  closed  on  Monday 
all  day,  and  many  of  the  exchanges  per- 
mitted employes  to  leave  early  in  the  after- 
noon to  enjoy  the  mid-week  holiday. 

Ben  Beri,  the  juggler  who  was  on  the 
Chicago  Theatre  program  with  Bob  Hope, 
is  none  other  than  Ben  Hogan,  who  just 
21/2  years  ago  was  an  usher  at  the  Palace 
Theatre.  He  practiced  juggling  eight  hours 
a day  for  years,  and  soon  was  getting  night 
club  dates  in  Chicago.  Since  then  he’s  been 
to  Europe,  Australia  and  other  distant 
spots. 

John  Fuller,  exhibitor  from  Sydney,  Aus- 
tralia, and  his  daughter,  Phyllis,  were 
through  Chicago  en  route  east.  While  here 
they  were  guided  about  town  by  M-G-M’s 
Jack  Shumow. 

Red  Foley  of  NBC’s  Avalon  Time  air 
program,  has  been  signed  by  Republic  for 
a series  of  westerns.  He’ll  co-star  with  an- 
other radio  singer,  Louisiana  Lou. 

B&K  has  sent  approximately  $300,000  in 
dividends  to  common  and  preferred  stock- 
holders of  the  company. 

It’s  getting  to  be  sort  of  a matrimonial 


bureau  around  Photoplay  Advertising  Co., 
with  Ray  Jones  having  been  married  re- 
cently, Ellen  Young  due  to  go  to  the  altar 
Saturday,  and  Kathryn  Cary,  next  Satur- 
day, July  15.  And  by  the  way,  there  has 
been  a succession  of  new  additions  there, 
too.  Jack  Katz  is  the  proud  papa  of  a 
boy;  Bert  Butte,  a girl,  and  Frank  Andres, 
also  a girl. 

Urbine  J.  (Sport)  Herrmann,  wealthy 
sportsman,  and  former  manager  and  co- 
owner of  the  old  Cort  Theatre,  was  killed 
when  his  automobile  collided  voith  another 
in  an  accident  near  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis. 

First  Lieut.  Ben  Feldman  is  giving  the 
boys  orders  at  the  331st  Field  Artillery 
encampment  at  Camp  McCoy,  Wis.,  these 
days.  The  other  50  weeks  a year,  Benny’s 
manager  of  the  B&K  United  Artists  Thea- 
tre, due  to  open  within  the  next  couple 
weeks. 

Elissa  Landi  07i  a tour  of  speaking  en- 
gagements at  colleges,  included  the  North- 
western University  School  of  Speech  among 
her  stopovers.  She  spoke  on  “The  Educa- 
tion of  an  Actor,”  with  her  next  stop 
scheduled  to  be  Iowa  State  College,  Ames, 
Iowa. 

Marlowe  Connors,  manager  of  the 
Rhodes  Theatre,  is  conducting  a “baby 
bathing  beauty”  contest  for  three  suc- 
cessive Thursdays,  beginning  July  13,  on 
the  stage  of  the  theatre.  Children  from 
2 to  5 years  are  eligible. 

Madge  Evans  of  the  films  and  Sidney 
Kingsley  were  Santa  Fe  Super-Chief  pas- 
sengers from  the  coast  the  other  day,  en 
route  to  New  York. 

Here’s  a stickler  passed  on  to  us  from 
Jim  Booth  at  Essaness  through  Press- 
agent  Bob  Montgomery:  An  exhibitor  has 
a 100-seat  theatre,  filled  to  capacity  with 
100  persons,  and  has  $100  in  the  boxoffice. 
If  he  charges  ten  cents  admission  for 

(Continued  on  page  45) 
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''gHORTY”  Phillips,  salesman  for  Nation- 
al Screen  Service,  is  on  vacation  . .W. 
H.  Ti’unick,  salesman  for  RCA,  has  re- 
turned from  a two-week  vacation,  spent 
touring  the  southern  states  and  fishing  in 
Florida. 

Eleanor  Borkes,  in  the  office  at  Warner 
Bros,  mil  spend  her  vacation  in  Neiv  York, 
visiting  the  World’s  Fair. 

Sam  Abrams  considers  himself  lucky 
these  days.  Local  police  nabbed  four  sus- 
pects on  charges  of  attempted  robbery  and 
a shooting  fray,  and  discovered  loot  in  their 
possession  from  more  than  a score  of  rob- 
beries. Abrams’  personal  effects  and  the 
four  double-reels  of  the  print  “Tell  Your 
Children”  were  intact. 

Seen  along  the  Row:  Nick  Paikos,  Tip- 
ton;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler;  Ernest  Smith, 
Francesville ; J.  N.  Dixon,  Flora,  and  Harry 
Van  Noy,  Anderson. 

Loew’s  Theatre  here  is  seeking  an  In- 
diana Tarzan.  The  Hoosier  coimterpart 
of  the  ape-man  hero,  played  by  Johnny 
Weissmuller  in  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son,”  a 
coming  attraction,  will  be  selected  in  an 
aquatic  competition  at  Broad  Ripple  Park 
pool. 

“Whitey"  Wagner  of  the  local  M-G-M 
exchange  arid  Claude  McKean  of  Warner 
Bros,  were  among  the  judges  of  the  first 
“Miss  Indianapolis”  beauty  contest  elimina- 
tion trials  at  the  Fountain  Square  Theatre 
here. 

Eddie  Sipe,  for  many  years  a salesman 
for  Republic  in  the  Indianapolis  territory 
and  more  recently  with  Capitol-Monogram, 
is  now  with  the  Watkins  Co.  Eddie  is 
sporting  a new  Buick. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  W.  Penrod  (he’s  the 
Bank  Nite  man)  are  planning  an  ex- 
tended vacation  through  the  southwest, 
then  to  California,  where  they  will  visit 
the  San  Francisco  Fair.  On  the  return 
trip,  they  will  spend  some  time  at  Yellow- 
stone Park.  The  Penrods  expect  to  be  gone 
about  three  weeks. 

The  Rivoli  here  held  a special  show  for 
inmates  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Franklin, 
Ind.  Buses  brought  approximately  70  to 
the  theatre  and  an  appropriate  show  was 
arranged.  The  theatre  party  was  sponsored 
by  eleventh  district  matrons  of  the  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star. 


B,  N,  Judell  Exchange  Is 
Closed  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — The  B.  N.  Judell  exchange 
here  has  closed.  All  contracts  outstanding 
will  be  handled  by  Big  Feature  Rights. 
Mrs.  Schrand,  manager  of  the  exchange  for 
the  past  few  years,  has  not  announced  a 
new  connection,  as  yet. 


House  to  Hughes 

Astoria,  III. — W.  M.  Hughes  has  pur- 
chased the  Colonial  Theatre  from  Earl 
Weber.  It  is  indicated  there  will  be  no 
new  house  erected  by  Hughes,  as  formerly 
announced. 


Refuse  to  Withdraw 
"Shekels"  Game 


Milwaukee  — While  theatres  in  most 
Wisconsin  spots,  in  response  to  the  recent 
decision  by  the  state  supreme  court  hold- 
ing Bank  Night  a lottery,  have  discon- 
tinued the  plan  as  well  as  other  theatre 
games,  the  Wisconsin  Theatre  Enterprises, 
a partnership  of  T.  M.  Ellis  jr.  and  G.  A. 
Turner,  operating  the  Majestic,  State  and 
Rex  theatres  in  Beloit,  has  refused  to  dis- 
continue “shekels,”  which  it  claims  is  not 
covered  by  the  decision. 

As  a result,  Dist.  Atty.  John  H.  Matheson 
has  filed  a complaint  against  the  theatre 
firm,  which  the  law  requires  the  co-part- 
ners to  answer  by  July  17.  Dist.  Atty. 
Matheson  also  seeks  a temporary  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  defendants  from  op- 
erating the  game  at  the  three  th&atres. 

Exhibitors  in  Janesville,  Fond  du  Lac, 
Sheboygan,  Madison,  Stevens  Point,  Marsh- 
field, Oshkosh,  Wausau,  Milwaukee  and 
Green  Bay,  have  all  agreed  to  discontinue 
Bank  Night  following  a request  to  do  so  by 
the  various  district  attorneys.  In  Milwau- 
kee, Warner-Saxe  also  has  agreed  to  drop 
Hollywood,  while  in  Green  Bay  “Lucky 
Strike”  also  is  being  discontinued  at  the 
Strand. 

Milwaukee  police  officials  June  29  sought 
warrants  from  Dist.  Attorney  Herbert  J. 
Steffes  against  Warner-Saxe’s  Parkway 
and  Savoy  theatres  which  the  evening  be- 
fore staged  guessing  contests  on  the  out- 
come and  length  of  the  Louis-Galento 
fight  with  merchandise  prizes  going  to 
those  most  nearly  correct.  Both  houses 
featured  broadcasts  of  the  battle. 

The  district  attorney  refused  the  police 
department’s  plea  on  the  ground  that  the 
elements  of  a lottery  were  not  present  in 
these  cases.  Steffes  ruled  that  the  man- 
agements of  the  theatre  merely  gave  prizes 
to  those  who  could  most  closely  guess  the 
outcome  of  a fight,  which  was  broadcast 
nationally. 


'Chips/  'luarez/  'Lincoln 
Lead  Tribune's  List 

Chicago — Listed  as  the  best  films  of 
June  by  Doris  Arden,  Times’  critic,  and 
Mae  Tinee,  Tribune  critic,  were: 

“Goodbye  Mr.  Chips,”  M-G-M;  “Juarez,” 
Warners;  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln,”  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox; “The  Mikado,”  Universal;  “Man 
of  Conquest,”  Republic;  “Invitation  to 
Happiness,”  Paramount. 

Additionally,  The  Times  listed  Colum- 
bia’s “Only  Angels  Have  Wings,”  while 
the  Tribune  listed,  “Captain  Fury,”  UA, 
and  “Blind  Alley,”  Columbia. 


Mrs.  Abe  Kaulman  loins 
Ranks  of  Exhibitresses 

Terre  Haute,  Ind. — Mrs.  Abe  Kaufman, 
the  newest  lady  exhibitor  in  Indiana,  has 
moved  her  family  here  from  Indianapolis. 

She  will  operate  the  Fountain  Theatre 
here.  Her  husband,  Abe,  is  salesman  for 
Universal. 


poX’S  SHERMAN  and  State  theatres  ad- 
vertised Ford  nights  for  July  6,  7 and  8 
with  a new  Ford  as  the  prize,  while  the 
circuit’s  Venetian  has  been  plugging  Pon- 
tiac nights  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays. 

E.  J.  Weisfeldt  plugged  his  “Big  Crazy 
Show”  at  the  Riverside  Theatre  last  week 
with  trick  mirrors  in  the  lobby  as  well  as 
a pseudo  mechanical  man.  Business  was 
fairly  brisk  for  the  affair. 

“Mishakwut,”  a film  of  primitive  Indian 
life,  produced  by  the  Wauwatosa  board  of 
education,  the  WPA  and  the  Milwaukee 
Public  Museum,  which  had  its  premiere  at 
the  Tosca  Theatre  here  in  1936,  will  be 
shown  before  the  World  Congress  of  Edu- 
cation in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  in  August. 

In  compliance  with  a protest  lodged  by 
the  Mayor’s  Theatre  Committee  of  Madi- 
son, Edward  Benjii,  manager  of  the  Cap- 
itol Theatre  in  that  city,  removed  from 
the  lobby  some  of  the  posters  plugging 
Earl  Taylor’s  Revue  Glorified,  the  commit- 
tee found  objectionable. 

Fire  last  week  did  damage  to  the  pro- 
jection room  of  the  Gerold  Opera  House 
at  Weyauwega,  according  to  Ken  Peterson, 
manager  of  the  theatre. 

William  Exton  has  resigned  as  manager 
of  Standard’s  Kenosha  Theatre  in  Kenosha. 
He  is  succeeded  by  Foster  Norton,  who  be- 
comes joint  manager  of  the  circuit’s  Ken- 
osha and  Vogue  theatres. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Eckardt,  operators 
of  theatres  in  Wisconsin  Rapids,  have 
signed  a contract  with  the  motion  picture 
projectionists’  union  which  provides  an 
upward  adjustment  of  weekly  wage  scale, 
two  men  in  a booth  and  a closed  shop. 
The  agreement  runs  until  Sept.  1,  1940. 

The  Campus  Theatre  at  Ripon  was  rob- 
bed last  week  of  about  $115  in  currency. 
Ben  Marcus  is  manager  of  the  house. 

New  Altec  sound  has  been  installed  in 
the  People’s  Theatre  at  Superior. 

General  Theatre  Co.  has  taken  over  the 
Rex  Theatre  at  Oshkosh  and,  following  im- 
provements to  the  house,  has  reopened  it 
as  the  Time.  Charles  Low,  formerly  of 
Minneapolis,  is  the  new  manager  of  the 
theatre.  The  new  theatre  company  is  an 
affiliate  of  Marcus-Virnoff  Co.,  which  op- 
erates houses  in  Reedsburg , Tomah  and 
Ripon. 

A candy  machine  at  the  Strand  Theatre 
in  Madison  was  looted  last  week. 

The  Lincoln,  Robinson, 

Is  Leased  by  Frisina 

Robinson,  III.  — T.  J.  Price  and  Joe 
Hewitt  have  leased  the  Lincoln  Theatre 
here  to  the  Frisina  circuit.  John  W.  Bow- 
man of  Albion,  111.,  has  taken  over  the 
Home  Theatre  in  Oblong,  111.,  also  former- 
ly operated  by  Price  and  Hewitt. 


Gail  Has  New  Sound 

Necedali,  Wis. — A.  A.  Suszycki  has  in- 
stalled new  soimd  at  his  Gail  Theatre  here. 
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"Snow  White"  Is  Lauded  ~ ~ 

•nioi  Week  We  Meei 


Waukegan,  III. — Praise  for  the  higher 
quality  of  motion  pictures,  as  exemplified 
by  Walt  Disney’s  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs,”  is  expressed  in  an  editor- 
ial in  the  Waukegan  Sun,  entitled  “Cine- 
ma Success.” 

The  editorial: 

“More  money  than  any  other  moving 
picture  ever  earned  had  been  taken  in  by 
‘Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs’  when 
it  was  withdrawn  the  other  day  from  Amer- 
ican circulation.  In  15  months  it  had 
grossed  around  $6,740,000,  and  it  still  cir- 
culates in  foreign  countries,  where  it  is 
expected  to  earn  another  $2,000,000  for  its 
producers. 

“It  is  idle  at  this  late  date  to  go  into 
an  analysis  of  the  many-sided  appeal  of 
Snow  White  and  her  little  friends.  Ob- 
viously the  picture  succeeded  as  it  did  be- 
cause it  had  every  element  that  makes  for 
popularity.  Its  story  was  a familiar  and 
well-loved  tale.  It  was  not  above  the  in- 
telligence of  the  child  nor  beneath  that  of 
the  adult  filmgoer.  The  forces  of  evil  are 
thwarted  and  virtue  triumphs,  as  told  in 
symbols  universally  understood.  Without 
being  banal,  its  tunes  were  easily  remem- 
bered by  the  smallest  listener.  The  animals 
and  that  other  child  of  nature.  Dopey,  were, 
for  many,  the  film’s  chief  charm. 

“That  it  was  entirely  decent  goes  with- 
out saying,  for  no  great  money-maker  in 
films  was  ever  otherwise.  Never  before 
have  so  many  factors  conspired  to  make  a 
commercial,  and  in  this  case  an  artistic, 
success  of  a film  property.” 


Ascap  Attorney  and  Wile 
Injured  in  Car  Mishap 

Indianapolis — Edward  O.  Snethen,  of  the 
law  firm  of  Snethen  and  Summers,  at- 
torneys for  Ascap  in  Indiana,  and  Mrs. 
Snethen  are  in  the  Methodist  Hospital 
here  recovering  from  injuries  sustained 
when  their  automobile  collided  with  an- 
other on  Road  31,  east  of  Carmel,  Ind. 

Attendants  at  the  hospital  said  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Snethen  were  not  hurt  seriously. 

No  "I.Q"  Program  Slated 
For  the  Music  Hall 

New  York — “Never  heard  of  it,”  is  the 
reaction  of  Gus  Eyssell,  secretary  of  Ra- 
dio City  Music  Hall,  to  the  story  emanat- 
ing from  Chicago  to  the  effect  the  de  luxe 
house  has  booked  “Dr.  I.  Q.,”  question- 
and-answer  program  of  a candy  company 
for  August  28. 


Bakers  Install  Cooling 

New  Lisbon,  Wis. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  G. 
Baker,  operators  of  the  Home  Theatre,  have 
installed  new  air  conditioning  in  the  house. 
The  canopy  and  exterior  have  also  been 
redecorated  for  the  summer  season. 


New  Owner  to  Remodel 

Geneva,  Ind. — Harold  Schlagenhauf  has 
taken  over  the  Star  here  and  plans  to 
renovate  the  house  soon. 


Chicago — Tom  Gilliam,  branch  mana- 
ger of  the  Warner  Chicago  exchange,  who 
recently  won  top  honors  in  the  Grad 
Sears  Annual  Drive,  has  been  identified 
with  the  film  industry  for  more  than  26 
years. 

Tom,  as  he  is  known  to  every  exhibitor 
in  the  Chicago  territory,  may  be  a veteran 
in  the  industry  but  still  considers  himself 
a youngster. 

His  first  introduction  to  the  film  busi- 
ness was  back  in  1901  when  “Papa”  Gil- 
liam took  the  entire  family  to  the  little 
“red  school  house”  in  Kosciusko  county, 
Indiana,  to  see  the  picture  show  there.  It 
was  a train  rushing  at  top  speed. 

Later,  Gilliam  played  the  piano  at  the 
Royal  Tlieatre,  Warsaw,  Ind.,  or  was  stuck 
behind  the  screen  creating  effects  of  horse- 
hoof  beats  with  cocoanut  shells,  or  thunder 
and  lightning,  at  the  opera  house  when 
the  stock  companies  came  to  town. 


CHICAGO 

(Continued  from  page  43) 

children,  $2.00  for  women,  and  $5.00  for 
men,  how  many  of  each  are  among  the 
100  in  the  theatre?  We’ll  give  you  the 
answer  next  week,  at  least  the  one  Mont- 
gomery gave  us.  And  by  the  way,  don’t 
the  boys  wish  they  could  get  those  kind  of 
prices  and  capacity  houses! 

Equipment  of  the  Essanay  studios  was 
auctioned  off  recently  . . . The  Essaness 
Vic  Theatre  is  conducting  a bathing  beauty 
contest  this  Saturday.  Carl  Levine  is  man- 
ager of  the  house. 

James  D.  Summers  of  the  New  York 
office  is  the  new  Chicago-Milwaukee  zone 
personnel  manager  for  Warner  Theatres, 
succeeding  the  late  Elmer  Fleming. 

Hail  the  new  champion  of  Filmrow, 
Anne  Weiner  of  the  Stanley  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, who  won  the  “true-or-false”  contest  of 
the  Film  Bookers  and  Women’s  Filmrow 
Club  at  the  Congress  the  other  night. 


A(dapts  “Narrow  Path" 

Hollywood  — “Narrow  Path,”  Robert 
North  production  for  Republic,  will  be 
adapted  by  Robert  Presnell. 


TOM  GILLIAM 

By  1913,  Tom  had  come  to  Chicago  to 
become  poster  clerk,  errand  boy  and  gen- 
eral handy  man  about  the  Majestic  Film 
Service  Exchange  at  312  Fifth  Ave  (now 
Wells  St.).  He  wasn’t  at  that  job  long, 
becoming  shipping  clerk  at  the  H&H  Film 
Exchange,  then  salesman  of  the  old  Mu- 
tual Film  Co. 

When  Triangle  Film  Co.  was  organized, 
Tom  went  to  St.  Louis  as  salesman,  and 
then  migrated  back  to  Warsaw,  Ind.,  to 
manage  the  Centennial  Theatre  there  for 
two  years.  Later  he  came  back  again  to 
the  Windy  City,  this  time  as  Paramount 
salesman. 

In  1919,  Tom  became  a salesman  with 
Central  Film  Co.,  Chicago,  which  later 
developed  into  First  National  Exhibitors 
Circuit,  where  Tom  sold  First  National 
franchises  to  many  exhibitors  in  the  mid- 
west. He  was  promoted  to  country  sales 
manager  under  Clayton  E.  Bond,  branch 
manager,  and  then  became  assistant 
branch  manager  under  Grad  Sears,  branch 
manager,  now  Warner  general  sales  head. 
Later  he  became  assistant  branch  mana- 
ger when  First  National  was  consolidated 
with  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  under  Carl  Leserman, 
branch  manager.  On  June  1,  1936,  Tom 
was  appointed  Chicago  branch  manager, 
by  Sears. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Gilliam,  the 
local  branch  has  made  considerable  prog- 
ress, which  culminated  in  the  winning  of 
the  Grad  Sears  Drive. 

He  is  married  and  has  three  sons,  Tom 
jr.,  Billy  and  Jimmy.  He  spends  most  of 
his  spare  time  with  Mrs.  Gilliam  and  the 
boys.  His  hobbies  are  golf  and  the  piano. 

Special  Shows  for  Women 
Held  at  Fox  Wisconsin 

Milwaukee — Fox’s  Wisconsin  Theatre 
here  featured  American  Womanhood  Week 
June  30  to  July  6 with  Miss  Jean  Laacky, 
Delavan,  Wis.,  co-ed  just  returned  from  a 
two-year  trip  around  the  world,  appear- 
ing thrice  daily  on  the  stage  to  relate  her 
experiences. 

In  addition,  week  days  were  given  over 
to  demonstrations  on  “The  Right  and 
Wrong  Way  to  Dress,”  “Make-up  to  Suit 
Your  Personality,”  “The  Right  and  Wrong 
in  Home  Fm-nishings”  and  information 
and  demonstration  on  the  care  of  the  baby. 

These  attractions  were  offered  in  addi- 
tion to  a twin  bill  of  reissues — “Algiers” 
and  “The  Great  Waltz.” 


Sixth  Anniversary 

Chicago — Joe  Vicedomini  celebrates  the 
sixth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  World 
Playhouse  this  Saturday.  The  anniversary 
presentation  is  Charles  Boyer’s  latest 
French  film,  “Orage”  (Tempest). 


Tripping  to  California 

LaGrange,  Ind. — Mrs.  Florence  Wigton, 
operator  of  the  Wigton  Theatre  here, 
leaves  July  9 on  a trip  to  California. 
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fOfidlflllOO  BUfifflU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com^ 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

RIT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


MT552 
MT553 
MT554 
MT555 
MT556 
MTS  5 7 
MT558 
MT559 
MT560 
MTS  61 
MTS62 
MTS63 
MTS  6 4 


LIGHTING 


MTS  69 
MTS70 
MT571 
MTS72 
MTS73 
MT574 
MTS  7 5 
MT576 
MTS77 
MTS78 
MTS79 
MT580 
MT581 
MTS  8 2 
MTS83 
MT584 
MTS85 
MTS8C 
MTS  8 7 
MT588 
MTS89 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 

MT551  Colored  lamps  PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MTG'il  Cleaning  compounds 
MTG42  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
]\IT644  Deodorant  blocks 
M T 6 4 5 Insecticides 
MTG4G  Disseminators 
MTG47  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MTG50  Soap  dispensers 
MTG51  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  l-land  driers,  electric 
MTG53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MTG55  Exhaust  fans 
MTG56  Plumbing  fixtures 
MTG57  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MTGGl  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTGG2  Sound  heads 

MT6G3  Amplifiers 

MTG64  Pre-amplifiers 

MTGG5  Speakers 

MTGGG  Rectifiers 

MT6G7  Condensers 

MTGG8  Photo-electric  cells 

MTGG9  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MTG71  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MTG73  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

M T G7 5 M ic ro ph on es 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MTG77  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  TfflS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  -REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  7-8-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MTGOl  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MTG04  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MTG05  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MTGOG  Rheostats,  projection 

MTG07  Motor-generators 

MTG08  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MTGIO  Current  changers 

MTGll  Mirror  reflectors 

MTG12  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MTG17  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MTr)i9  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MTG23  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MTC28  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MTG30  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG86  Lighting,  stage 
MTG87  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MTG89  Stage  draperies 
MTG90  Stage  rigging 
MTG91  Scenery,  stage 
MTG92  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Disbandment  or  Modified 
Control  by  Steffes  Are 
Polar  Alternatives 

Minneapolis — As  Northwest  Allied  pre- 
pares for  its  delayed  annual  convention 
here  Tuesday,  there’s  more  uncertainty 
regarding  its  future  than  at  any  time  in 
the  association’s  history. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  territory’s  in- 
dependent exhibitors  are  faced  with  the 
prospect  of  having  no  organization  what- 
soever. 

Among  the  possible  developments  during 
the  ensuing  week  are  the  body’s  disband- 
ment through  inability  to  obtain  a satis- 
factory president  or  internal  friction  aris- 
ing over  disagreement  regarding  policy, 
abandonment  by  W.  A.  Steffes  of  his  de- 
termination not  to  accept  re-election  and 
an  agreement  by  him  to  take  the  helm 
again  under  an  altered  setup,  and  forma- 
tion of  a rival  organization  of  independent 
exhibitors  without  Allied  States  affiliation 
and  with  Sol  Lebedoff  and  others  as  the 
prime  movers. 

Under  any  circumstances,  a red-hot  ses- 
sion seems  certain.  Advance  indications 
are  that  Steffes  will  have  plenty  to  get  off 
his  chest  and,  in  his  usual  fashion,  will 
hit  out  from  the  shoulder,  excoriating  cer- 
tain of  the  membership  with  charges  of 
cowardice,  lack  of  loyalty  and  cooperation 
and  an  inclination  to  accept  all  the  bene- 
fits of  organization  without  assuming  any 
of  its  obligations  or  contributing  to  its 
support. 

Steffes  is  known  to  be  plenty  disgusted 
because  he  feels  he  has  been  a “fall  guy,” 
doing  most  of  the  work  and  taking  most  of 
the  heat  and  grief  without  proper  appre- 
ciation in  many  quarters  that  he  believes 
have  benefited  from  his  efforts.  He  has 
pointed  out  that  he  not  only  has  received 
no  monetary  compensation,  but  even  has 
dug  into  his  own  pocket  to  meet  some  of 
the  expenses  and,  in  return,  has  had  to 
take  abuse. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  of  his  critics 
threaten  to  tell  the  veteran  independent 
leader  “a  thing  or  two.”  They  complain 
of  alleged  administrative  extravagance 
necessitating  unduly  high  dues  and  assess- 
ments. 

These  dissatisfied  members  are  prepared 
to  accuse  Steffes  of  not  giving  them  “their 
money’s  worth.”  They  feel  they  haven’t 
received  “anything  really  worth-while,  or 
of  tangible  benefit”  in  return  for  the  large 
dues  which  they  have  been  paying. 

Steffes,  however,  is  ready  to  stand  or 
fall  by  his  policy  of  cooperating  with  the 
parent  body,  Allied  States,  in  federal  and 
state  legislative  fights,  particularly  theatre 
divorcement,  and  in  the  solution  of  na- 
tional problems.  In  defense  of  this  policy, 
he  will  pull  no  punches. 

His  adversaries  want  the  organization  to 
“forget”  these  national  and  state  fights. 


NORTHWEST  ALLIED  IN  THE 
DEFERRED  CONVENTION  NEARS 


Intent  to  Resist  Film  Rental 
Hike  Endeavor  Manifest 


Minneapolis  — Twin  City  independent 
exhibitors  will  resist  expected  efforts  by 
distributors  to  raise  their  film  costs  to  off- 
set the  exchanges’  losses  in  revenues  from 
downtown  first-runs.  The  independent 
suburban  theatre  owners  claim  that  the 
vast  majority  have  been  operating  with- 
out any  profit  for  a considerable  period  and 
that  many  actually  are  in  the  red.  They 
insist  they  can’t  even  pay  present  rentals, 
but  must  have  cuts,  let  alone  paying  more. 

In  the  other  key  situations  throughout 
the  country,  distributors  have  been  suf- 
fering the  same  declines  in  the  downtown 
first-run  situations,  their  percentage  share 
showing  substantial  drops.  They  claim  this 
isn’t  entirely  due  to  the  recession,  but  is 
accountable  in  large  part  to  the  fact  that 
much  of  the  patronage  that  formerly  went 
to  the  loop  first-runs  has  been  diverted 
to  the  more  modern  uptown  theatres  that 
offer  free  parking  and  other  services  not 
available  in  the  loop  and  at  lower  admis- 
sion. Accordingly,  they  are  arguing  they 
must  obtain  a higher  proportion  of  their 
income  from  the  suburban  spots. 

That  sales  policies  will  be  shaped  to 
meet  this  current  development  in  all  large 
key  spots  throughout  the  country  already 
has  been  intimated  by  the  distributors.  In 
consequence,  local  independent  neighbor- 
hood exhibitors  are  plenty  worried.  They 


are  emphatic  in  their  assertions  that  the 
situation  calls  for  reductions  in  their 
cases.  Their  books  show  a steady  decline 
in  income  as  compared  with  just  as  steady 
a rise  in  operating  costs,  including  higher 
film  rentals,  they  claim. 

The  fact  that  the  distributors  are  giving 
the  Twin  City  independents  pretty  much 
the  absent  treatment  for  the  most  part 
isn’t  conducive  to  exhibitor  peace  of  mind. 
While  actual  selling  of  Twin  City  inde- 
pendent neighborhood  accounts  seldom 
takes  place  until  fall  or  early  winter,  dis- 
tributors usually  at  least  start  discussions 
or  sound  out  exhibitors  at  this  time.  Now, 
however,  in  most  instances,  they  seem- 
ingly are  averse  to  talking  business  at  all. 

Inasmuch  as  no  Twin  City  neighborhood 
theatres  are  for  sale  at  anywhere  a rea- 
sonable figure,  as  far  as  can  be  learned, 
and  inasmuch  as  numerous  individuals 
are  anxious  to  build  new  Twin  City  neigh- 
borhood show  houses,  the  picture  can’t  be 
as  dark  as  it’s  being  painted,  the  exchange 
heads  here  say. 

Strongly  organized  opposition  by  the  in- 
dependents and  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  to  further  suburban  theatre 
construction  is  preventing  the  issuance  of 
numerous  new  theatre  permits,  particu- 
larly in  Minneapolis. 


involving  large  expenses  in  counsel  fees 
and  for  lobbying,  etc.,  and  to  devote  itself 
entirely  to  such  local  issues  as  film  prices, 
selling  policies,  percentage  pictures  and 
protection. 

Would  Reorient  Purpose 

If  they  have  their  way,  the  principal 
concern  of  organized  independent  exhibi- 
tors will  be  lower  film  prices. 

They  have  been  irked  by  Steffes’  attitude 
that  an  organization  cannot  dictate  to  dis- 
tributors how  or  at  what  prices  they  shall 
sell  their  film  or  how  much  the  individual 
exhibitor  should  pay  for  his  product. 

There  has  been  no  effort  to  stir  up  in- 
terest in  the  convention  or  to  attract  a 
large  attendance.  The  organization  has 
been  without  a president  since  June, 
Steffes  stating  that  he  no  longer  con- 
sidered himself  as  the  head,  his  term  hav- 
ing expired.  Until  a week  ago  no  notices 
of  the  convention  had  gone  out.  Then, 
however,  the  notices  finally  were  issued 
from  Steffes’  office. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  Steffes  always 
has  been  a strong  national  Allied  States 
man — one  of  its  leaders,  in  fact — it  is 
deemed  unlikely  by  most  of  those  “in  the 
know”  that  he  willingly  would  permit  con- 


trol of  any  Northwest  independent  exhibi- 
tors’ group  to  get  out  of  his  hands  and 
away  from  Allied  States,  even  though  he 
refused  to  occupy  the  presidency  himself. 
Once  before  there  was  a break,  but  the 
rival  body  had  a comparatively  short  life 
and  later  merged  with  Northwest  Allied. 

There  is  believed  to  be  little  prospect 
that  Steffes  and  Lebedoff  will  face  each 
other  at  the  convention  and  thresh  out 
their  differences  before  the  members,  as 
Ben  Friedman,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  the  territory’s  independent  circuit 
operators,  suggested  at  the  meeting  held 
during  the  Allied  States  convention  here. 

That  meeting  was  supposed  to  be  the 
Northwest  Allied  convention,  but  because 
of  small  attendance  the  convention  was 
set  forward  to  July  11.  Friedman,  who  is 
reported  to  have  been  offered  and  to  have 
declined  an  offer  of  $10,000  a year  to  take 
the  presidency  of  an  independent  exhibi- 
tors’ group,  said  “maybe  we  should  kick 
out  both  Steffes  and  Lebedoff  as  trouble- 
makers.” But  Lebedoff  is  being  sued  for 
non-payment  of  dues  and  is  no  longer 
considered  a member  of  Northwest  Allied, 
so  it  isn’t  expected  that  he’ll  be  present  at 
the  convention. 
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Williams  Champion 
Of  Buying  Pool 

Omaha — Buying  pools,  properly  handled, 
would  solve  many  problems  now  facing 
the  independent  exhibitor,  in  the  opinion 
of  Charles  E.  Williams,  president  of  the 
MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa. 

Williams  told  Boxoffice  the  pooling 
proposal  probably  will  be  discussed  when 
exhibitors  meet  here  July  11  and  12  to  take 
action  on  the  trade  practice  code. 

“To  operate  properly,  a buying  pool 
would  have  to  be  equitable  to  both  exhibi- 
tor and  distributor,”  said  the  veteran  ex- 
hibitor, who  has  operated  the  small  Park 
Theatre  here  for  two  decades.  “The  idea 
is  not  to  crucify  the  distributor,  but  to  give 
the  exhibitor  the  power  of  organization.” 

“If  independent  exhibitors  had  been 
operating  buying  pools  the  last  15  years, 
the  present  situation  in  the  film  industry 
certainly  would  not  exist.  The  small- 
town exhibitor  would  have  more  to  say 
about  things  that  are  going  on.” 

Williams  said  he  has  been  trying  “for 
many  years”  to  get  buying  pools  started 
in  the  Nebraska-Iowa  territory.  He  de- 
clared independent  exhibitors  should  try 
to  “harmonize”  rather  than  harm  their 
own  business  through  “jealousy  and  fear 
©f  competition  from  other  independents.” 

Williams  proposes  a pool  of  about  40 
theatres  for  the  Nebraska-Iowa  territory. 
He  believes  20  to  25  theatres  “would  be 
enough”  to  get  a buying  pool  started  and 
about  50  houses  in  one  pool  would  be  the 
maximum  size. 

Exhibitors  participating  would  save 
enough  through  the  pool  organization  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  maintaining  a full- 
time representative  and  a small  office  on 
Filmrow,  he  said.  Distributors  would  also 
participate  in  the  savings,  since  salesmen 
would  call  on  this  representative  or  booker 
rather  than  make  several  calls  on  ex- 
hibitors spread  over  the  two  states. 

“Another  advantage  of  the  buying  pool,” 
Williams  said,  “would  be  the  power  of 
small-town  exhibitors  to  keep  out  unwar- 
ranted new  theatres  in  already  over- 
crowded situations.  Distributors  would 


have  to  show  cause  why  a new  house  would 
be  entitled  to  product.” 

One  of  the  main  objections  to  the  buy- 
ing pool  proposal  has  been  the  sugges- 
tion that  it  might  not  be  constitutional 
for  a representative  or  booker  to  buy  pic- 
tures for  theatres  in  which  he  had  no 
financial  interest.  Williams  asserted  this 
objection  could  be  overcome  by  having 
participating  exhibitors  incorporate  and 
sell  one  share  of  stock  to  the  representa- 
tive. 

“We  almost  had  a pool  started  in  the 
Omaha  distribution  district  some  years 
ago,  but  it  fizzled  at  the  last  minute,” 
Williams  told  Boxoffice. 

The  MPTO  prexy  reiterated  his  invita- 
tion to  all  independent  exhibitors  in  the 
Nebraska-Iowa  territory  to  attend  the 
meeting  at  Hotel  Loyal,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday.  He  wants  the  affair  to  be  a 
true  expression  of  exhibitors  on  the  pro- 
posed code. 

Goldhammers  Promotion 
ShuHles  Exchange  Staff 

Minneapolis  — Following  the  advance- 
ment of  L.  E.  Goldhammer,  RKO  branch 
manager,  to  district  manager,  several 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  exchange’s 
office  staff.  Iva  Griffith  was  promoted 
from  branch  manager  to  district  manager’s 
secretary,  Helen  Storler  from  office  man- 
ager to  branch  manager’s  secretary,  Min- 
nie Hanson  from  booker’s  stenographer  to 
office  manager’s  secretary  and  Berdell 
Neuzil  from  biller  to  availabDity  clerk. 

Because  her  husband  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Rice  Lake,  Minn.,  Alta  Long  has 
resigned  as  availability  clerk.  Margaret 
Cooper  and  Gladys  Moore  are  the  new 
booker’s  stenographer  and  booker  clerk, 
respectively. 


Muse  to  Logan 

Lincoln — J.  B.  Logan  has  bought  the 
Muse  in  Osceola,  Neb.,  from  Frank  Klein. 
It  has  been  operated  by  Klein  for  about 
ten  years.  They  made  no  announcement 
of  future  plans. 


Lipscomb  to  Paramount 

Hollywood — W.  P.  Lipscomb  has  joined 
the  Paramount  writing  department. 


Missouri  Solons  Do 
Trade  No  Damage 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — After  the  longest 
session  in  the  history  of  the  state,  the 
Missouri  legislature  adjourned  without  hav- 
ing passed  any  bills  affecting  the  motion 
picture  industry  except  the  extension  of 
the  two  per  cent  sales  tax  from  Decem- 
ber 31,  this  year,  to  the  same  date  in 
1941.  Attempts  to  make  the  sales  tax  per- 
manent, and  to  increase  the  percentage, 
failed. 

Death  in  committee  or  on  calendar  was 
the  fate  of  most  of  the  bills  directly  re- 
lating to  the  theatre  and  film  business. 
So  was  lost  the  divorcement  bill,  the 
Hayden  measure  establishing  a state  board 
of  censors  and  heavy  censorship  fees,  three 
bills  that  had  the  clipping  of  Ascap’s 
wings  as  their  objective,  the  chain  store 
tax,  two  bills  providing  for  the  licensing 
of  walkathons  and  similar  events  and  sev- 
eral bills  dealing  with  labor — establishing 
minimum  wages  and  maximum  hours  and 
setting  up  a state  labor  relations  board. 


New  Bracket  System  in 
Kansas  Starts  July  G 

Topeka,  Kas. — On  July  6 the  bracket 
system  of  collecting  the  Kansas  two  per 
cent  sales  tax  will  go  into  effect:  no  tax 
up  to  15  cents,  a penny  from  15  to  65,  two 
pennies  from  66  to  $1.24,  three  pennies 
from  $1.25  to  $1.74,  four  from  $1.75  to 
$2.24  and  5 from  $2.25  to  $2.74.  Except 
for  ten-cent  houses,  theatres  in  Kansas 
will  benefit  from  the  bracket  system,  since 
top  admission  is  35  cents,  and  most  are 
around  20. 

Report  Owners  to  Reopen 
Minnesota  August  4 

Minneapolis — Latest  reports  are  that 
the  4,200-seat  Minnesota  Theatre  here, 
formerly  operated  by  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  will  reopen  August  4. 
Owners  of  the  property  will  operate  it 
with  Gordon  Greene,  lately  manager  of 
the  Palace,  as  manager. 

Greene  is  said  to  be  angling  for  Ted 
Lewis  for  his  opening  stage  attraction. 
The  theatre’s  policy  will  be  first-run  inde- 
pendent pictures  plus  stage  shows.  Ad- 
mission scale  is  expected  to  be  25  cents. 


Shift  George  Monroe  jr. 

To  Greeley,  Colo,,  Job 

Lincoln — George  Monroe  jr.,  manager  of 
the  Liberty  here  since  it  opened  in  Jan- 
uary, has  been  transferred  to  Greeley,  Colo., 
as  city  manager  for  two  Westland-L.  L. 
Dent  theatres,  the  Chief  and  the  Kiva.  He 
was  originally  scheduled  to  manage  the 
Kiva  here  when  the  Liberty  was  shuttered, 
but  before  he  could  take  office  he  was 
ordered  to  Colorado  by  Dent. 


Anderson  Opening  Another 

Tracy,  Minn. — James  Anderson  is  open- 
ing a theatre  here.  He  has  houses  in 
Winthrop,  Pine  Island  and  Stewartville, 
Minn. 


Have  Look  at  Production — 

Sidney  Epstein,  left,  operator  of  15  houses  in  the  Omaha  territory,  and  Louis 
Epstein,  right,  pose  with  Dennis  Morgan,  Warner  player,  on  the  “Return  of 
Dr.  X”  set  at  the  Burbank  studio. 
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"Career"  Premiere 
Pulls  Luminaries 


Des  Moines — The  promotion  and  local 
enthusiasm  was  probably  responsible  for 
the  unusual  amount  of  attention  RKO 
studio  and  executives  heaped  upon  the 
“Career”  premiere  here  last  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 

This  fact  is  evidenced  by  a guest  list 
rivaling  those  boasted  at  premieres  of  far 
more  super-colossal  productions.  The  lit- 
tle Phil  Stong  story  proved  a magnet  that 
drew  not  only  the  accepted  list  of  Holly- 
wood celebrities,  but  an  imposing  array 
from  the  New  York  front  office  and  a sub- 
stantial representation  from  midwestern 
newspapers. 

The  roster  from  the  Hollywood  acting 
guild  included  Bobby  Breen,  Jean  Hersholt, 
Roscoe  Ates,  Leon  Errol,  Anne  Shirley,  Pa- 
tricia Ellis,  Edward  Ellis,  Dorothy  Lovett, 
Peggy  Carroll,  Marjorie  Reynolds,  Barbara 
Read,  Joy  Hodges,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Ellison,  John  Archer  and  Alice  Eden. 

Crowning  event  of  the  first  day’s  activi- 
ties was  the  Moonlight  Movie  Ball,  at  which 
20,000  lowans  saw  the  personalities  while 
they  danced  to  the  music  of  Glen  Gray’s 
band  on  the  40,000-square-foot  dance  floor 
in  Drake  Stadium. 

Highlights  of  the  Movie  Ball  were  Bobby 
Breen’s  singing  and  Roscoe  Ates’  comedy 
turn. 

Another  prelude  to  the  “Career”  pre- 
miere was  the  final  broadcast  in  the  sec- 
ond “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  talent  quest. 
More  than  4,000  saw  Dorothy  Howe  and 
Kirby  Grant  win  the  screen  names  of  Vir- 
ginia Vale  and  Robert  Stanton  in  the  Las- 
ky-produced  program  at  the  Shrine  Audi- 
torium. The  two  winners  will  be  featured 
in  the  RKO  film  “Three  Sons.” 

Sunday  evening  an  estimated  4,000  gaped 
at  the  celebrities  outside  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  prior  to  the  first  public  showing 
of  “Career.”  More  than  3,000  packed  both 
the  Orpheum  and  Paramount  theatres  to 
see  the  double-barreled  unfolding  of  the 
story  of  life  in  Pittsville,  Iowa. 

On  hand  from  RKO’s  New  York  offices 
were:  Ralph  Rolan  of  the  executive  staff; 
S.  Barret  McCormick,  director  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity;  Cresson  E.  Smith, 
western  and  southern  sales  manager;  Ar- 
thur Willi,  talent  scout;  Charles  Levy, 
Louis  Alleman  and  T.  R.  Thompson. 

Prom  Hollywood  were:  Producer  Robert 
Sisk;  Director  Leigh  Jason;  Casting  Direc- 
tor Robert  Palmer;  Hair  Stylist  Lowell 
Thompson;  Frank  Healey  and  Lynn  Unke- 
fer. 

Midwestern  RKO  men  present  were: 
Walter  C.  Branson  of  Chicago,  midwest- 
ern sales  manager;  C.  J.  Dressell  and  L.  E. 
Goldhammer  of  Minneapolis;  Russell  Ege- 
ner  of  Omaha,  Sherman  Fitch  of  Sioux 
Palls,  and  Lou  Elman  of  Des  Moines. 

Visiting  newsmen  included:  Bill  Crouch, 
Dorothy  Deere  and  Yank  Taylor  of  Chi- 
cago; H.  C.  (Buck)  Herzog,  Larry  Law- 
rence and  Manuel  Meyers  of  Milwaukee; 
William  Arndt,  Dubuque;  Ted  Hammer, 
Burlington;  George  Hillyer,  Topeka;  David 
Kaufman,  Mason  City;  W.  T.  Mershon, 
Fort  Madison;  Homer  Mosley,  Wichita; 
John  O’Donnel,  Davenport;  Barney  Old- 
field, Lincoln;  Merle  Potter,  Minneapolis; 
W.  C.  Shanklin,  Wichita;  Walter  Simmons, 


— Pictorial  Press  Service 

A pause  in  Kansas  City  while  en  route  to  Des  Moines  and  the  premiere  of 
RKO’s  “Career,”  provided  a chance  for  these  pictures.  The  amiable  chatters 
in  the  upper  lefthand  corner  are  Edward  Ellis,  Anne  Shirley  and  Jean  Hers- 
holt. Directly  below,  with  bottles  for  a backdrop  a Boxoffice  reporter 
records  what  Peter  Lorre  said.  In  the  upper  right,  representing  the  genesis 
of  it  all,  is  “Career's”  author,  Phil  Stong  and  Mrs.  Stong,  and  in  lower  right 
busy  snapping  Starlets  Peggy  Carroll  and  Marjorie  Reynolds,  is  Starlet 
Dorothy  Lovett. 


Notes  of  ^'Career”  Dehut 

By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 


JJKO  OFFICIALS  really  sold  themselves 
to  all  DM  folks  who  had  any  contact 
with  them  . . . S.  Barret  McCormick, 
publicity  head  from  New  York,  was  tops 
for  good  company.  He  entertained  us 
Saturday  with  tales  of  his  Denver  news- 
paper days  and  yarns  about  the  Denver 
Post’s  Tammen.  He  told  how  Wrigley  man, 


Sioux  Falls;  John  Cameron  Swayze,  Kan- 
sas City,  and  Keith  Wilson,  Omaha. 

Exhibitors  attending  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roy  Hill,  State  Center;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee 
Henry,  Stuart;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Malek, 
Gladbrook;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Feather- 
huff,  Lake  Mills;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Eddy,  Indianola;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Gas- 
ton, Port  Madison;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Newbold,  Keosauqua,  and  W.  P.  Grossman, 
Nevada. 

Howard  Federer,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  exhibitor, 
saw  the  premiere  and  immediately  booked 
“Career”  with  John  Archer  and  Alice  Eden 
going  along  for  a personal  appearance. 


Webster  Lamoured  him  by  calling  his  wide 
belt  a sarong.  He  let  us  try  on  the  large, 
curiously-set  ring  he  wears  and  finally 
fulfilled  one  of  our  long-time  ambitions 
by  giving  us  one  of  the  Oak  Room’s  red 
table  cloths  for  a souvenir. 


Maybe  we’ve  talked  a lot  about  Clayton 
in  the  past,  but  what’ll  it  be  like  now? 
With  beautiful  starlets  swarming  all  over 
the  place  saying  Hollywood’s  Connie  Krebs 
told  them  to  look  up  Clayton,  no  less  than 
five  reporters  tried  to  pass  themselves  off 
as  the  Great  Ken  (luckily  they  couldn’t 
fool  us — we  knew  which  was  the  real  Mc- 
Coy) . . . When  everybody  started  to  relax 
at  the  cocktail  lounge  after  the  premiere 
Sunday,  we’d  say  the  top  shot  was  of 
Charlie  Levy  trying  to  fix  a trick  stud 
without  confessing  his  lack  of  undershirt 
. . . Then  there  was  Roscoe  Ates  serving 
McCormick,  Levy,  Snell,  the  six  Claytons, 
Boxoffice  (one).  Gene  Hersholt,  the  Jim- 

( Continued  on  page  53) 
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R.  BALLARD,  Rio  Tlieatre,  Wall  Lake, 
la.,  has  had  a bad  cold  but  is  recover- 
ing nicely  . . . Sid  McArdle,  United  Artists 
shipper,  had  his  tonsils  yanked.  He’s  okay, 
now  . . . Randall  Wilton  Mcllvaine,  Bran- 
deis  assistant  manager,  is  back  from  a 
vacation  in  New  York. 

Congrats  to  R.  P.  “Dick”  DeVries,  Ritz 
Theatre,  Correctionville,  la.,  on  his  mar- 
riage recently.  How  about  bringing  the 
bride  to  Filmrow  and  introducing  her 
around,  Dick?  . . . Faye  M.  Honey,  Tecum- 
seh.  Neb.,  exhibitor,  and  his  son  and 
operator,  Lloyd,  were  in  town.  Faye  raises 
mushrooms  for  a hobby. 

Fred  Kroll,  singing  usher  at  the  Omaha 
Theatre,  has  joined  the  army  . . . Julia 
Anderson,  Grand  National  office  manager, 
celebrated  the  Fourth  in  Des  Moines  . . . 
Glenn  Rogers  of  Film  Transport  has  pur- 
chased a new  truck  . . . George  Monroe, 
Colonial  Theatre,  Lincoln,  was  spotted  on 
Davenport  St. 

This  week’s  anniversary  department: 
Ted  Emerson,  Tri-States  press  agent,  a 
birthday  . . . John  Winn,  GN  booker,  tenth 
wedding  anniversary  . . . Sophie  Volkert, 
American  Distributing,  birthday  . . . Doro- 
thy Laird,  Warner,  birthday. 

C.  E.  Werden.  Star  Theatre  at  Sioux 
Rapids,  la.,  and  Capitol  Theatre,  Hartley, 
la.,  reported  things  quiet  in  his  district 
but  expects  a good  business  this  fall  and 
winter  . . . Leo  Doty,  UA  office  manager, 
is  vacationing. 

The  Boivman  brothers,  Iowa  exhibitors, 
were  in  town.  They  operate  a radio  and 
electrical  shop  at  McClelland,  la.,  and  ex- 
hibit pictures  at  McClelland.  Shelby  and 
Silver  City,  la.  ..  . Fritz  Bierman,  RKO 
shipper,  is  vacationing  which  means  that 
DeWitt  Green  is  getting  a workout  . . . 
C.  A.  Fraser,  Joyo  Theatre,  Havelock, 
Neb.,  was  in  town. 

Don  McLucas,  UA  boss,  took  Boxoffice 
to  lunch  one  noon  so’s  your  scribe 
wouldn’t  print  anything  about  the  fancy 
sports  shirt  Don  was  wearing  . . . Herman 
Fields,  exhibitor  at  Clarinda,  la.,  and 
Harry  Lefholtz,  Republic  salesman,  were 
talking  very  -earnestly  about  something 
or  other. 

Bob  Booth,  southeastern  Nebraska  ex- 
hibitor, was  spotted  at  a booker’s  desk  . . . 
Russell  Egner,  new  RKO  chief,  went  to 
Des  Moines  for  the  “Career”  premiere. 
The  RKO  film  peddlers  had  planned  on 
going  but  didn’t  . . . Joe  Jenny,  portable 
circuit  operator  from  Malmo,  Neb.,  was 
here  to  see  Sol  Francis. 

Frances  Krakowski.  RKO  inspectress, 
was  a June  bride.  She  married  Kyle 
Taylor,  formerly  in  the  Universal  ac- 
cessories department. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mig.  & Sales  Co. 
316  .Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


For  His  Humanity — 

The  plaque  presented  in  Omaha  to 
Father  Flanagan  of  Boys  Town,  Neb., 
by  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America  “for 
the  most  outstanding  and  Godlike 
work  in  caring  for  boys  of  all  creeds 
and  color  and  for  his  heart-pulsing 
dictum-.  ‘No  Boy  Is  Bad.’”  The  cita- 
tion, approved  at  the  annual  Variety 
Club  convention,  is  the  first  in  an  an- 
nual award  program. 


Minny  Bank  Night 
Users  Reassured 


Minneapolis  — Inasmuch  as  the  state 
supreme  court  has  ruled  that  Bank  Night, 
properly  conducted,  does  not  violate  the 
state  anti-lottery  law  and  is  entirely  legal, 
exhibitors  need  feel  no  concern  over  the 
conviction  of  the  Paramount  Theatre, 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  house,  at  Aus- 
tin, Minn.,  on  a lottery  charge  in  connec- 
tion with  its  cash  gift  nights,  according 
to  J.  L.  Stern,  Bank  Night  distributor. 

The  Austin  conviction,  it  is  stated,  re- 
sulted from  failure  to  follow  the  Bank 
Night  rules  implicitly.  State  witnesses 
were  drawn  from  a list  of  those  who  had 
registered  with  the  theatre.  Most  of  them 
testified  that  on  Bank  Nights  they  bought 
extra  tickets  so  that  they  could  sign  names 
of  other  members  of  their  families  and 
increase  their  chances  for  winning.  Sent- 
ence has  been  stayed  and  an  appeal  prob- 
ably will  be  taken.  Maximum  penalty  for 
the  offense  is  a $1,000  fine. 

In  Wisconsin,  however,  cash  gift  nights 
are  out  as  a result  of  a state  supreme  court 
decision  holding  that  they  are  a lottery  in 
violation  of  the  state  law.  Although  the 
supreme  court  refused  to  issue  a tempo- 
rary injunction  restraining  three  La  Crosse, 
Wis.,  theatres  from  holding  the  cash  gift 
nights  while  their  cases  are  pending  in  the 
La  Crosse  county  circuit  court,  the  show- 
houses  in  question  have  discontinued  the 
nights,  thus  ending  a long  fight. 


Assigned  to  "Sabotage" 

Hollywood  — Scripting  assignment  on 
Republic’s  “Sabotage”  has  been  given  to 
Alice  Altschuler. 


0HARLIE  MOREHEAD,  up  from  Beatrice 
saying  goodbyes,  said  he  was  throwing 
a farewell  party  for  himself,  to  which  all 
the  district  managers  of  Foxwesco  under 
H.  A.  McClure,  in  Kaycee,  would  be  in- 
vited. Will  be  on  his  farm  in  Missouri, 
where  there  is  plenty  of  cool  spring  water, 
which  nobody  uses  for  drinking  . . . L.  L. 
Dent  dropped  in  for  12  hours,  found  he 
had  made  a mistake  because  it  was  Simday 
and  the  pool  halls  were  closed,  so  trained 
right  out  again  for  Dallas  . . . J.  H.  Cooper 
also  took  the  town  on  the  fly,  aftermathing 
the  confab  in  Chi  with  Jean  Kinder,  on 
cutting  the  Stuart  rent.  Was  accompanied 
by  Paramount’s  realtor,  E.  Paul  Phillips. 
Dealing  reported  to  be  still  at  the  stage 
described  as  an  “impasse.” 

Nevins  Lynn  never  did  explain  what  hap- 
pened to  him  the  night  of  the  skating 
party.  Houdini  never  did  a faster,  or  more 
complete,  disappearance  . . . Don  Monroe 
is  going  fishing,  having  become  well  ac- 
quainted with  suckers  during  the  recent 
Omaha  racing  season  . . . Frank  Roberts’ 
wife  is  vacationing  a bit  in  Colorado,  the 
land  of  slot  machines,  chain  letters,  petered 
out  silver  mines  and  cool  breezes  . . . Joe 
Scott  and  his  Mrs.  dropped  in.  Gashed 
a couple  of  well  done  steaks  with  Joe  Coop- 
er and  wound  up  with  all  but  six  pictures 
dated. 

Howard  Federer  had  fond  hopes  of  see- 
ing Bobby  Breen  in  Des  Moines,  just  to 
tell  him  how  well  his  pictures  didn’t  go 
. . . Chick  Boyes’  tent  dramatics  kicked 
off  for  the  summer  and  into  October  last 
Thursday  night.  Had  billing  up  on  it  on 
each  side  of  George  Monroe  sr.’s  Colonial, 
which  is  the  house  it’ll  probably  hurt  most 
. . . Bill  Youngclaus,  called  the  stormy 
petrel  of  the  amusement  business  in  Ne- 
braska for  many  years,  hasn’t  let  out  a 
peep  for  a long  time.  We  might  say  he’s 
“cleared  off”  . . . Alvin  Hendricks,  for 
several  years  assistant  to  Howard  Federer, 
general  manager  of  the  Nebraska  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  has  resigned,  effective  July  12. 
He  will  vacation  for  a short  while  in  Texas, 
he  says. 

No  word  here  whether  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  got  both  Oscar  Johnson’s 
Falls  City  houses,  after  getting  a finger 
in  the  Booth  Bros,  pie  in  Nebraska  City 
and  Auburn  . . . Faye  Honey  is  said  to  be 
working  on  a metallic  golf  ball,  which  will 
respond  to  a magnet  placed  in  the  cup 
. . . Midget  auto  races  are  becoming  a 
b.  o.  menace  on  Friday  nights,  so  much 
so  the  opening  days  may  be  changed  at 
some  of  the  houses  . . . Joe  Jacobs  can 
come  around  and  brag  now.  He’s  really  got 
a nice  picture  to  sell  in  “Good  Girls  Go  to 
Paris”  . . . Suggested  theme  music  for  that 
now  historic  third  round,  Louis  vs.  Galento: 
“Beer  Barrel  Polka.”  Right  on  Louis’  Kisser. 

Vincent  Difiore  doesn’t  know  whether 
he’s  an  auditor,  treasurer  or  a barber. 
There  more  talk  of  shaving  this  and  that, 
than  doing  anything  else  . , . When  Ed 
Vaughan  talks  of  future  prospects,  it  might 
be  about  his  hopes  of  getting  ahead,  and 
then  it  might  be  his  address  book  . . . M. 
E.  Lofgren  went  to  one  of  those  pliers- 
guys  and  had  a tooth  yanked.  Made  him 
plenty  miserable. 
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I^APPER  BILL  BBADPIELD  of  Columbia, 
always  the  earliest  in  fashion — and  the 
latest  down  to  breakfast — is  right  up  in 
the  front  row  this  week  with  one  of  those 
shirts  you  wear  outside  your  britches.  It 
isn’t  cricket  anymore,  but  we’ll  bet  some 
one  of  Bill’s  friends  sing  him  that  old 
curbstone  canzonet:  Goody,  goody  gout, 
your  shirt  tail’s  out.” 

In  town:  Sam  Sosna,  Manhattan,  Kas.; 
Frank.  Weary  and  Paul  Taylor,  Richmond, 
Mo.;  Nick  Kotsis,  Holden,  Mo.;  D.  Wilson, 
Kincaid,  Kas.;  Louis  Griefe,  Windsor,  Mo., 
with  his  young  son,  Fred;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roy  Jones,  Marceline,  Mo. 

Billy  Wright,  manager  of  the  Southtown 
underwent  an  emergency  appendectomy 
Sunday  at  the  East  Side  Hospital. 

A new  theatre  is  scheduled  for  Topeka, 
Kas.  E.  W.  Bowers  has  started  a new 
building  in  the  northeast  suburbs  to  house 
a neighborhood  theatre  . . . The  Avalon  at 
Glasco,  Kas.,  has  been  closed  by  J.  E. 
Huston  . . . Tom  Wilhoit  of  Plattsburg, 
Mo.,  says  he  has  made  the  town  softball 
team. 

R.  W.  McEwan,  back  from  an  auto  trip 
through  Kansas,  reports  that  he  sold  a 
Magic  Eye  deal  to  Gus  Diamond  for  his 
Howard  Theatre  at  Arkansas  City,  Kas. 
Mac  also  reported  some  other  news — 
not  as  happy.  He  happened  along  the  high- 
way between  Elmdale  and  Clements,  Kas., 
where  he  witnessed  an  auto  smashup  which 
killed  two  men  at  a railroad  crossing.  Mac 
still  is  holding  his  stomach. 

Charley  Potter  has  moved  the  Potter  Pre- 
mium Co.  a door  west  on  Filmrow  from 
the  space  he  has  been  occupying,  and  it  is 
still  118  West  18th  Street.  The  company 
is  occupying  about  twice  the  space  of  the 
former  location. 

Charley  Swiercinsky  of  Washington, 
Kas.,  braved  the  heat  Wednesday  to  make 
Filmrow. 

Olin  Bennett  has  sold  the  Auburn  at 
Auburn,  Neb.,  to  Griffith  interests.  Grif- 
fith recently  took  over  the  Booth  at  Au- 
burn. 

Raymond  McKittrick,  manager  of  -the 
Perkins  Theatre  at  Harrisonville,  Mo.,  ap- 
peared on  Filmrow  last  week  (June  30) 
looking  a little  like  Parsifal,  with  his 
heavy  young  beard.  He  handed  out  cards 
explaining  that  “I  can’t  shave  until  we 
show  ‘Union  Pacific’  July  4-6.  Help  me 
win  the  price  of  a shave  by  seeing  this 
great  show.” 

Sam  Blair’s  Blair  Theatre  at  Belleville, 
Kas.,  has  closed  for  repairs.  It  will  re- 
open about  July  10. 

Norris  B.  Cresswell  has  returned  from 
a two-week  trip  with  Mrs.  Cresswell  to 
the  World’s  Fair  in  New  York  and  to  At- 
lantic City. 

. Tom  Edwards  of  the  Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo., 
and  Mrs.  Edwards  left  with  Joan  and  Tom 
jr.  for  West  Yellowstone  July  5,  to  be  gone 
four  weeks. 


J.  B.  Williams  of  Utica,  Kas.,  writes  to 
Bill  Parsons  of  the  Aladdin  Theatre  to  tell 
the  Row  “hello.”  In  his  own  vernacular 
he  says  that  he  is  doing  fine,  but  going 
broker  every  day.  “Once  a showman,  al- 
ways a showman,”  he  states.  “It’s  not  a 
business;  it’s  a disease.” 

Al  Finestone,  formerly  of  the  Boxoffice 
staff,  is  vacationing  here  uhth  his  family. 
Al  is  now  affiliated  with  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Daily  in  New  York. 


Mens  Beauty  Contest 

Kansas  City — A capacity  crowd  wit- 
nessed a men’s  bathing  beauty  contest  at 
the  Plaza  last  Wednesday  night.  The 
crown  of  victory  was  placed  on  the  win- 
ner’s head  by  the  winner  of  a similar  con- 
test for  girls  at  the  theatre  last  week. 


Klein  Closes  Sun 

Shelby,  Neb. — F.  E.  Klein  has  closed  the 
Sun  here  for  the  summer.  Klein  recently 
sold  the  Muse  Theatre  at  Osceola,  Neb., 
to  Harry  Merriam  and  Jack  Logan  of 
Lincoln. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mig.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  1 8th  St.  Tel'.  HArrison  3345 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlenfine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Woliberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


Booths  Open  Remodeled 
Theatre  in  Rich  Hill 


Kansas  City — One  of  the  finest  houses 
in  outstate  Missouri,  has  been  opened  by 
the  Booths,  Mrs.  Booth  and  her  son,  S.  W., 
at  Rich  Hill.  The  theatre,  equipped  with 
new  seats,  sound,  screen,  curtains,  rugs 
and  marquee,  was  completely  redecorated 
and  modernized. 

Attending  the  opening  from  Filmrow  were 
Finton  Jones  of  the  Travelers;  Homer 
Blackwell  of  Independent  Poster;  Douglas 
Desch  of  Monogram,  and  Mrs.  Desch,  and 
Walter  Shreve  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
and  Mrs.  Shreve. 

Mrs.  Booth  is  a veteran  exhibitor,  hav- 
ing operated  in  Rich  Hill  30  years. 

Al  Hauetter  handled  the  theatre  mod- 
ernization job. 


Closes  Circuit  Deal 

Minneapolis — Charles  Weiner  of  Mono- 
gram has  closed  with  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  for  a three-reeler,  “This 
Is  China,”  which  he  is  distributing.  Pic- 
ture shows  China  as  it  is  today. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncroiilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012—2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone” 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY  ~ 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 
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■pwIN  CITY  VARIETY  CLUB  members 

are  doing  all  right  for  themselves  on  the 
Oak  Ridge  country  club  golf  course.  Irv- 
ing Gilman,  Time  Theatre  owner,  won 
the  class  A sweepstakes  last  Saturday 
with  an  82  gross  and  68  net  score.  Charles 
Rubenstein,  who  runs  the  Hollywood 
Theatre,  also  came  through  with  an  82 
gross,  but  has  two  less  handicap  than 
Gilman.  Ben  Friedman  covered  the  course 
in  85  and  Bill  Elson,  a class  B player,  in 
99.  Abe  Kaplan  and  Joe  Numero  are  among 
the  other  club  members  who  consistently 
shoot  well. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Al  Ashenhrenner,  Staples,  Minn, 
(he’s  busy  helping  to  arrange  festivities 
for  his  town’s  golden  anniversary);  Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  Bert  and 
Freeman  Parsons,  Springfield  and  Sauk 
Center,  Minn.;  Don  Anderson,  Pine  Islajid, 
Minn.;  Leo  Ross,  Sauk  Rapids,  Minn.;  C. 
J.  Connought,  Olivia,  Minn.;  Tom  Novak, 
Glencoe,  Minn.,  and  R.  Hutnaker,  Water- 
town,  Minn. 

Paramount  here  is  plugging  “Aloma  of 
the  South  Seas,”  “Cat  and  the  Canary,” 
“What  a Life,”  “Seventeen”  and  “French 
Without  Tears”  as  “great  plays  from  which 
Paramount  will  make  great  pictures  in 
1939-40”  and  from  radio  “a  great  theme, 
T Wanted  a Divorce.’  ” Large  decorative 
boards  in  the  exchange  proclaim  “It’s  our 
greatest  year”  . . . Mel  Evidon  and  Joe 
Jacobs,  formerly  Columbia  salesmen  here 
and  now  the  Des  Moines,  la.,  and  Omaha, 
Neb.,  branch  managers,  respectively, 
spending  the  Foui’th  of  July  holiday  with 
relatives  and  friends  in  Minneapolis. 

Joe  Behan,  Warner  head  booker,  re- 
ports that  dates  are  coming  in  nicely  for 
the  August  bookers’  month  and  he  thanks 
exhibitors  for  their  cooperation.  The  book- 
ers have  a number  of  bets  among  them- 
selves on  the  winner  of  the  drive  . . . Jerry 
Bahner,  transferred  here  from  Des  Moines, 
is  the  new  Paramount  ad  sales  department 
head.  He  succeeds  A.  Selby  Carr  who  was 
promoted  to  office  manager  . . . Bill  Grant, 
Warner  city  salesman,  didn’t  undergo  that 
operation  after  all.  He’s  still  under  his 
doctor’s  observation,  but  seems  to  be  re- 
covering from  the  illness  which  had  him 
down  . . . The  Louis-Galento  fight  pic- 
tures went  into  the  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul  Orpheums.  Harry  Sherman  is  the 
distributor. 

C.  K.  Olson,  Warner  branch  manager, 
visited  northern  Minnesota  accounts  . . . 
Morrie  Abrams,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  mighty 
lonely  these  days  and  nights.  He’s  a 
bachelor  while  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
visiting  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  . . . 
Genevieve  Donovan,  Columbia  cashier,  va- 
cationing in  the  South  Dakota  Black  Hills 
. . . Joe  Behan  spending  a fortnight  at 
Little  Birch  Lake,  Minn.  . . . Hannah  Ped- 
ei'son,  M-G-M’s  smiling  information  girl, 
taking  in  the  New  York  World’s  Pair. 


Write  Cs  Your  AIK  CONDITIONING  Wants 
Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


“Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, visited  western  Wisconsin  accounts 
. . . Charlie  Weiner,  the  Monogram  man, 
who  is  very  proud  of  his  fishing  prowess, 
happy  because  one  of  Canada’s  principal 
fishing  resorts  is  using  a picture  of  him 
with  a big  catch  on  the  front  page  of  its 
illustrative  advertising  folder  . . . Eddie 
Stoller,  United  Artists  office  manager, 
spending  his  vacation  in  town  close  to  the 
office  where  he  usually  shows  up  every 
other  day,  at  least. 

Bob  Hope  did  a terrific  business  at  the 
Orpheum  last  week  and  everybody  who 
came  in  contact  with  the  Paramount  star 
is  still  raving  over  what  a swell  guy  he  is 
. . . Fred  Finnegan,  for  17  years  with  Uni- 
versal and  office  manager  of  that  com- 
pany until  a severe  illness  knocked  him 
out,  now  engaged  in  special  work  at 
M-G-M.  A very  likeable  and  conscientious 
fellow  is  Fred  who’s  now  fully  recovered, 
and  here’s  wishing  him  the  best  of  luck. 

Phil  Dwias,  Columbia  district  manager, 
expected  this  week  . . . Frank  Jefferson  of 
National  Screeii’s  New  York  home  office, 
a visitor  . . . There’s  still  plenty  of  money, 
apparently , to  spend  on  entertainment  and 
they’ll  spend  it  when  they  get  what  they 
want.  Witness  the  gross  of  nearly  $20,000 
chalked  up  by  the  Orpheum  with  Bob 
Hope,  the  $4,500  takings  for  the  Nagurski- 
Raines  wrestling  match  at  the  Auditorimn, 
the  crowds  of  4,000  to  6,000  attracted  by 
the  Minneapolis  Symphony  orchestra’s 
“Nights  in  Vienna’’  summer  concert  series 
and  the  9,700  paid  admissions  at  the  Min- 
neapolis-Kansas  City  baseball  game  last 
Sunday. 

“Bruzz”  Rubel,  the  Ricardo  Cortez  of  the 
Twin  City  Variety  Club,  summering  at  his 
Christmas  Lake  estate  . . . Syd  Volk,  in- 
dependent circuit  operator,  off  to  north- 
ern Minnesota  for  a brief  vacation  . . . 
Harold  B.  Johnson,  Universal  branch 
manager,  finally  has  bought  that  dog  and 
calls  him  “Don”  . . . Ted  Bolnick  of  the 
Eddie  Ruben  staff  attended  the  Jack  Benny 
doings  in  Waukegan,  111.,  as  Jack’s  guest 
. . . Helen  Pauly  and  Gertrude  Guimont  of 
the  Warner  office  staff  have  changed  their 
vacation  plans  and  will  go  to  Lake  Louise 
instead  of  to  Los  Angeles. 

Dave  Gillman,  independent  neighbor- 
hood exhibitor,  spent  the  Fourth  with  the 
governor  . . . Donald  Guttman,  Universal 
salesman,  entertaining  his  sister-in-law 
from  California  . . . “Kelly”  Evidon,  War- 
ner ad  sales  manager,  planning  a trip  to 
Canada  where  he  fought  during  the  war 
. . . Nate  Fisher,  prominent  independent 
neighborhood  exhibitor,  celebrated  his  25th 
wedding  anniversary  . . . John  Fritscher, 
Paramount  booking  manager,  devoting  his 
vacation  to  fishing  in  Minnesota  waters 
. . . Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager 
and  S.  R.  Kent  drive  leader,  here  on  tour 
of  exchanges  for  first  Kent  campaign 
meeting  . . . Paul  Mans’  New  Lake  Thea- 
tre here  being  remodeled  and  improved. 


Extends  Judith  Barrett 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  extended 
the  acting  contract  of  Judith  Barrett,  fea- 
tured player. 


Leola  Schuler  s Interest 
In  Humboldt  to  Hanson 

Humboldt,  Neb. — Mi's.  Leola  Schuler, 
operator  of  the  Humboldt  here,  has  sold 
half  her  interests  to  Oscar  Hanson,  for- 
mer RKO  salesman  out  of  the  Omaha  ex- 
change. Hanson  at  one  time  managed  the 
Majestic  Theatre  at  Hebron,  Neb.,  for  A. 
H.  Reckords. 

Mrs.  Schuler  and  Hanson  then  pur- 
chased the  Plaza  at  Humboldt  from  D.  L. 
Franks  and  have  closed  the  house  indefi- 
nitely. Franks  has  not  announced  future 
plans. 

Mrs.  Schuler’s  husband,  Fred  Schuler, 
is  a stock-raiser  and  assists  her  in  the 
operation  of  the  Humboldt. 


Basement  Fire  Drives  Out 
Patrons  at  the  Gateway 

Minneapolis — Forty  patrons  of  the 
Gateway  Theatre,  Paul  Mans’  lower  loop 
grind  house,  were  driven  out  into  the 
street  by  smoke  from  a fire  that  started 
in  the  basement.  Firemen  believe  a pa- 
tron dropped  either  a lighted  match  or 
cigarette  through  a hole  in  the  lobby  floor. 
Nobody  was  injured  and  the  damage  was 
slight. 

Olson  Joins  Universal's 
Branch  in  Des  Moines 

Omaha  — Ralph  Olson,  RKO  salesman, 
has  resigned  to  join  the  Universal  sales 
staff  in  Des  Moines.  Olson  was  formerly 
with  Universal  as  a salesman  out  of  the 
Omaha  exchange  until  a few  months  ago. 


Rule,  Though  Defeated 


Kansas  City  — They’re  still  voting 
“no”  on  double  bills.  Over  in  Kansas  City, 
Kas.  the  other  day  the  Kansan’s  “Inquiring 
Reporter”  approached  five  persons  on  the 
subject,  and  the  score  was  4 to  1 against 
the  doubles.  The  one  who  thinks  “they’re 
swell”  is  11  years  old,  which  is  signifi- 
cant. Said  the  youngster,  “Instead  of  stay- 
ing in  the  show  and  seeing  the  same  pic- 
ture twice,  I get  to  see  two  different  ones 
in  the  same  length  of  time.” 

Jack  Truitt,  manager  of  the  Electric, 
voted  definitely  “no”  on  the  subject. 

“I’ve  found  out  that  two  pictures  wear 
out  the  people  and  you  can’t  arrange  a 
well  balanced  show  when  you  have  a dou- 
ble bill.  Then,  too,  it  has  a tendency  to 
keep  many  people  away  from  the  theatre 
whereas  they’d  come  if  there  was  one  good 
picture.  As  long  as  other  theatres  are 
double  billing,  though,  we  almost  have  to, 
also,  or  we’d  lose  a certain  amoimt  of 
business.  Still,  I’ve  foimd  that  we  do  as 
much  business  on  a good  single  bill  as  on 
two  good  pictures  in  a double  bill.  I don’t 
believe  theatres  will  be  afflicted  with  dou- 
ble billing  much  longer,”  Truitt  predicted. 

The  others  interviewed  objected  to  the 
length  of  a double  bill  show;  to  sitting 
through  a “B”  film  to  get  to  the  “A,”  etc. 
One  commented  that  “I  haven’t  seen  a 
comedy  in  ages.” 
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Kaycee  Carnival  Lease 
Dents  Competition 

Kansas  City — Midget  racing  and  carni- 
vals, two  of  the  current  forms  of  outside 
competition  that  make  hot  weather  harder 
to  bear  for  the  industry,  received  a setback 
here  last  week  when  the  city  council  turn- 
ed down  several  applications  for  licenses  to 
operate  carnivals  after  neighborhood  show- 
men and  residents  had  complained.  The 
city  council  also  passed  a resolution  clos- 
ing the  midget  racing  track  at  Olympic 
Field,  on  the  east  side  of  town.  However, 
operators  of  the  track  sought  and  obtained 
an  injunction,  which  was  returnable  late 
this  week  before  Circuit  Judge  Brown 
Harris. 

In  the  territory,  softball  continues  to 
be  the  most  harmful  boxoffice  competitor 
exhibitors  have.  Growth  of  the  game  has 
been  enormous  during  the  past  three  or 
four  years,  and  in  many  spots  it  has  taken 
on  the  character  of  a community  promo- 
tion, with  merchants  contributing  to  the 
expense  of  lights  for  night  play,  and,  in 
some  cases,  the  city  or  town  has  helped 
out  with  free  lights. 

In  Kansas  City,  carnivals  have  been  and 
continue  to  be  plentiful,  though  the  action 
of  the  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  council  indicates 
that  at  last  protests  by  residents  and  ex- 
hibitors are  carrying  some  weight  with  the 
city  authorities.  Carnival  operators  se- 
cure the  backing  of  the  neighborhood  com- 
munity groups,  such  as  the  boy  scouts,  or 
political  clubs,  to  give  them  a better  chance 
with  their  licenses. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Dubinsky,  73, 
Dies  in  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City — Mrs.  Sarah  Dubinsky,  73, 
died  June  30  at  Menorah  Hospital.  The 
widow  of  Simon  Dubinsky,  she  had  been 
ill  since  his  death  last  January. 

Mrs.  Dubinsky  was  the  mother  of  Ed- 
ward D.  Durwood,  Kansas  City,  who  heads 
the  Dubinsky  Brothers  circuit,  and  of  the 
three  other  Dubinsky  brothers  associated 
with  that  theatre  chain:  Barney  and  Wil- 
liam of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  Irving  Du- 
binsky, Leavenworth,  Kas. 

A daughter,  Mrs.  Maurice  Schweitzer,  is 
the  wife  of  the  branch  manager  for  Para- 
mount at  St.  Louis. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Sunday  at 
Keneseth  Israel-Beth  Sholom  Synagogue. 


"Raffles"  to  Wood 

Hollywood — Sam  Wood  will  direct  the 
remake  of  “Raffles”  for  Sam  Goldwyn. 
David  Niven  draws  the  starring  role. 


Grasshoppers  Price 
For  Admission 

Omaha — An  exhibitor  at  Alliance, 
Neb.,  put  on  a special  show  for  the 
townsfolk  and  farmers  in  the  trade  dis- 
trict and  the  price  of  admission  was 
one  quart  of  grasshoppers. 

Grasshoppers  are  the  No.  1 pest  in 
the  western  Nebraska  area  during  the 
crop  season. 


"Career"  Notes 


(Continued  from  page  49) 

my  Ellisons,  and  a few  other  stars  with 
ham  and  eggs  at  4 a.  m.  Snell  impressed 
us  by  directing  traffic  in  evening  clothes, 
and  sweating  like  any  ordinary  cop  at  the 
Moonlight  Ball,  which  was  a huge  suc- 
cess (20,000  lowans  can’t  be  wrong!)  In 
fact  we’ve  never  met  such  a swell  bunch 
of  eggs  which  were  neither  bad  nor  fresh. 


We  collected  our  70  cents  from  Keith 
Wilson  and  met  his  wife  who  looked  dear 
in  a red  polkadot  number  . . . We  met 
Barney  Oldfield  and  his  pink  shirt  for  the 
first  time.  Barney’s  gum  bill  must  have 
been  terrific  while  he  was  here,  for  we 
never  saw  him  without  a cud  . . . Funniest 
thing  that  happened  was  Alleman  spend- 
ing so  much  time  both  premiere  days  try- 
ing to  kick  a guy  named  Unkefer  out  of 
different  places  only  to  finally  tumble  that 
same  was  RKO  unit  man  with  the  Holly- 
wood train. 


R&T  photographers  say  they  took  80 
more  shots  of  the  “Career”  stars  than  of 
Roosevelt  and  Landon  during  the  drought 
conference  here  but  no  wonder,  the  con- 
ference was  dry  and  the  premiere  was — 
well,  not  dry  ...  At  the  banquet,  we  met 
lies,  McKinney  and  Wolf  with  their  very 
lovely  wives  (one  apiece)  . . . We  saw  Lou 
Elman  eat  two  shrimp  cocktails  (and  he 
saw  us  swipe  somebody’s  coffee)  . . . For 
the  first  time,  we  discovered  G.  Ralph 
Branton  has  a marvelous  gift  of  anecdote. 
The  way  he  sized  up  the  Wrigley  size- 
man  setup  was  a two  dollar  laugh  in  any 
crowd.  Mrs.  G.  Ralph  is  further  proof  that 
the  film  trade  women  here  are  lookers  in 
addition  to  being  intelligent  . . . Clayton 
must  be  immune.  He  didn’t  know  until  the 
premiere  was  half  over  that  Anne  Shirley 
was  the  girl  on  his  right  (Boxoffice  was 
on  his  left)  . . . Why  did  Chick  Friedman 
make  such  a hasty  departure?  Ray  Blank 
was  curious  about  Ken’s  cigarettes  . . . 
Harry  Holdsberg  sits  up  on  his  lind  hegs 
and  holds  his  lont  fregs  up  in  the  cock- 
tail lounge  and  then  expects  us  not  to 
notice  for  Boxoffice. 


From  an  R&T  window,  we  watched  Don 
Allen  stroll  past  the  deserted  Orpheum 
after  the  show  while  two  darky  wenches 
stood  on  the  curb  and  stared  . . . Dave 
Dewey  looked  handsomely  serious  every 
time  we  ran  into  him  . . . Dorothy  Day 
was  working  like  a team  of  horses  all  the 
time  . . . Those  two  teeny  weeny s,  Stan 
Mayer  and  Harry  Gottlieb  (20th-Fox), 
seemed  to  be  everywhere  all  the  time. 


Be  sure  and  ask  the  Don  Wests  about 
their  premiere  baby  dressed  in  whitesilk 
and  carried  under  Don’s  left  arm  . . . 
Art  Stolte  watched  the  Gateway  to  Holly- 
wood broadcast  through  dark-colored 
glasses  . . . Frank  Rubel  and  Harry  War- 
ren had  better  banquet  seats  than  the 
press,  but  the  press  was  more  interested 
in  eating  than  looking,  anyhow  . . . “Effie” 
Judd  was  startled  senseless  as  he  started 
onto  the  platform  at  the  Moonlight  Ball 
...  A tearful  old  lady  pressed  an  enor- 


Bob  Gillham  Is  a Kaycee 
Visitor  En  Route  East 


Kansas  City — Bob  Gillham,  director  of 
publicity  for  Paramount,  New  York,  and 
Mrs.  Gillham  were  here  Monday  visiting 
at  the  local  exchange.  Bob  was  on  his  way 
back  to  New  York  from  the  coast;  Mrs. 
Gillham  is  headed  for  a vacation  in  Wis- 
consin. Mrs.  Gillham  last  week  was  pre- 
sented the  Newberry  award  for  the  best 
children’s  book  of  the  year,  “Thimble 
Summer.”  The  award,  which  has  been 
presented  for  some  years,  is  the  outstand- 
ing one  in  the  field  of  children’s  literature. 


Griiiith-Dickinson  Firm 
Reopens  in  Hiawatha 

Kansas  City  — The  Griffith-Dickinson 
Theatres,  Inc.,  reopened  the  Chief,  Hia- 
watha, Kas.,  June  30,  with  a new  cooling 
system,  redecoration,  recarpeting,  new 
marquee,  new  drapes,  and  a modernized 
front.  The  company  spent  approximately 
$5,000  on  the  remodeling. 

Griffith-Dickinson  now  is  installing  a 
new  cooling  system  in  the  Dickinson  at 
Junction  City,  Kas.,  and  in  the  G-D  house 
at  Fayette,  Mo.  A contest  is  being  con- 
ducted to  rename  the  house  at  Fayette. 


mous  seashell  into  his  hand  urging  him  to 
get  it  autographed  for  her. 


We  got  a kick  out  of  the  parade  crowd’s 
mistaking  colorful  Barney  Oldfield  and 
R&T’s  handsome  Russ  Schock  for  Holly- 
wood stars  . . . McCormick  was  impressed 
with  the  theatre  arrangements  at  the 
Paramount  (take  a bow,  Holdsberg)  . . . 
S.  Barret  really  made  a colored  maid  at 
the  Fort  happy  because  she  made  him 
happy  by  asking  for  his  autograph.  He 
tipped  her  royally  after  furnishing  the  re- 
quested signature  . . . Although  McCor- 
mick is  the  RKO  publicity  head,  he  is 
very  unassuming  and  gracious.  He  was 
really  thrilled  that  someone  should  want 
his  signature.  We  were  truly  sorry  to  see 
him  board  the  Rocket  for  home. 


Jesse  Lasky  proposes  to  return  to  Iowa 
soon  and  select  a boy  and  girl  to  star  in  an 
RKO  picture  . . . A.  H.  Blank  seemed  to  be 
having  more  fun  at  the  railroad  station 
bidding  the  stars  adieu  than  at  any  pre- 
vious time  . . . Monogram  screened  the 
latest  Tailspin  Tommy  pic  for  Marjorie 
Reynolds,  who  appeared  here  and  is  Betty 
Lou  in  the  series. 


Premiere  in  Des  Moines 
Draws  Kansas  Citians 

Kansas  City — Tommy  Thompson,  branch 
manager  for  RKO,  and  Senn  Lawler  of 
Fox  Midwest  Tlieatres,  went  to  Des  Moines 
Saturday,  July  1,  for  the  premiere  of 
“Career,”  the  picture  featuring  the  win- 
ners in  the  first  “Gateway  to  Hollywood” 
contest  conducted  by  RKO. 


Years  of  Experience  Has  Taught  TJs  How 
to  Serve  Y'oii 

Peterson  ’’Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
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Comeback  by  Laemmle 
Seen  in  Story  Buy 

Hollywood — Return  to  films  of  Carl 
Laemmle  sr.,  often  rumored  but  never  con- 
firmed, looms  as  a strong  probability 
through  the  announcement  that  he  has 
acquired  motion  picture  rights  to  “Victoria 
Cross,”  a story  by  Herbert  Peters,  and 
will  bring  it  to  the  screen.  Spokesmen  for 
the  veteran  industry  figure,  once  head  of 
Universal,  could  not  expand  on  the  an- 
nouncement, however,  and  more  detailed 
plans  are  not  yet  available. 

The  entire  executive  and  production 
staff  of  Producers  Pictures  Corp.,  of  which 
Ben  Judell  is  president  and  treasurer,  has 
been  transferred  to  1436  North  Beachwood 
Drive,  where  the  entire  building  has  been 
taken  on  lease.  Judell  is  completing 
negotiations  for  stories  and  stars  for  his 
1939-40  production  program,  comprising 
general  features  and  westerns,  which  will 
be  distributed  by  his  recently-organized 
Producers  Distributing  Corp. 

Still  non-commital  as  to  the  future 
status  of  his  affiliation  with  Grand  Na- 
tional, Pranklyn  Warner,  president  of 
Fine  Arts,  has  returned  from  New  York, 
where  he  conferred  for  more  than  a week 
with  President  E.  W.  Hammons  of  GN. 
Next  PA  picture  will  be  “Act  Your  Age,” 
a comedy,  to  be  produced  in  Cosmocolor. 
Warner  is  currently  supervising  final  edit- 
ing of  “Isle  of  Destiny,”  also  produced  in 
the  tint  process.  GN  itself  is  still  idle, 
with  no  prospects  of  rolling  cameras  in  the 
immediate  offing. 

The  1938-39  state-right  schedule  of  Sam 


The  Arts  Meet 


Des  Moines  — There’s  a new  picture 
among  the  “mugs”  in  the  police  criminal 
identification  bureau  here.  It  bears  no 
number  and  how  it  got  there  was  a mys- 
tery until  a fortnight  ago. 

The  picture  is  that  of  Mary  Pickford, 
former  motion  picture  star,  encased  in  an 
expensive  frame  and  autographed  to  “my 
very  good  friend  William  Hammond.” 

Hammond,  fingerprint  expert,  is  known 
as  the  poet  laureate  of  the  police  depart- 
ment. He  never  has  seen  Mary  Pickford, 
but  he  did  write  an  ode  to  her. 

“I  guess  she  must  have  liked  it,”  Ham- 
mond said. 


Katzman’s  Victory  Pictures  has  been 
wound  up  with  the  completion  of  “Fight- 
ing Renegades,”  a Tim  McCoy  western. 
Katzman  turns  next  to  a series  of  action 
melodramas,  starring  James  Dunn,  to  be 
produced  for  the  new  season. 

Carrying  a print  of  their  first  picture, 
“Bad  Boy”  for  which  a release  will  be  set 
in  the  east,  Richard  C.  Kahn  and  Herbert 
Meyer,  heads  of  Gateway  Productions, 
have  pulled  out  for  New  York.  They  re- 
cently announced  plans  to  produce  from 
six  to  ten  features  with  all-Negro  casts  for 
independent  release. 

Stephens-Lang  Productions,  Inc.,  has 
taken  shooting  and  office  space  at  General 
Service  Studios.  First  in  its  series  of  “Dr. 
Christian”  features,  for  RKO  Radio  re- 
lease, is  scheduled  to  go  into  production 
August  2 with  Jean  Hersholt  in  the  star- 
ring role. 


Two  Branch  Divisions 
Realigned  by  RKO 

New  York — Realignment  of  RKO’s  De- 
troit and  Indianapolis  branches  under 
supervision  of  Walter  Branson  to  become 
part  of  the  western  and  southern  division, 
under  Cresson  E.  Smith,  has  been  com- 
pleted. The  company  has  also  created  a 
new  Prairie  district,  imder  L.  E.  Gold- 
hammer,  former  Minneapolis  branch  man- 
ager. 

Eastern  Central  District  Manager  Nat 
Levy  has  transferred  his  headquarters 
from  Detroit  to  Philadelphia,  with  super- 
vision over  Philadelphia,  Cincinnati,  Cleve- 
land. Pittsburgh  and  Washington  now  un- 
der eastern  and  Canadian  Sales  Manager 
E.  L.  McEvoy. 

Buffalo  has  been  added  to  J.  H.  Mac- 
Intyre’s northeastern  district,  which  now 
consists  of  Albany,  Boston,  Buffalo  and 
New  Haven.  The  Prairie  district  embraces 
Des  Moines,  Minneapolis,  Omaha  and  Sioux 
Falls,  and  continues  as  part  of  Smith’s 
division. 


Two  Sproule  Deals 

Newton,  Kas. — Lee  Sproule  has  sold  the 
Star,  Clay  Center,  Kas.,  to  Ed  Henderson 
and  has  leased  the  Rialto,  Marysville,  to 
Leonard  Smith. 


Year  Pact  to  Shaw 

Hollywood  — Robert  Shaw,  featured 
player,  has  been  held  for  another  year  by 
20th  Century-Fox. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Record  Opposition  to 
16MM  Exhibitors 

PiTTSBURGH“Non-theatrical  and  16mm 
film  exhibitions,  matters  of  discussions  at 
recent  exhibitor  meetings  here,  again  have 
been  condemned  by  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa., 
Inc. 

At  a recent  membership  session  the  lo- 
cal Allied  organization  went  on  record  as 
unanimously  opposing  further  permission 
granted  by  the  major  distributors  in  the 
reproduction  of  35mm  film  on  to  16mm 
film  as  being  dangerous  and  detrimental 
to  legitimately  established  and  consistently 
operated  theatres. 


Social  Activities  Will  Be 
Considered  at  Meeting 

Pittsburgh — Directors  of  the  MPTO  of 
W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  were  scheduled  to  meet  in 
regular  session  July  7 at  which  time  a 
number  of  important  subjects  were  to  be 
discussed.  Social  activities,  including  the 
annual  corn  roast,  also  were  expected  to 
be  considered. 

Huss  Elected  to  Helm  of 
Cincinnati  Exhibitors 

Cincinnati — ^Wess  Huss  jr.,  president  of 
Associated  Theatres,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Greater  Cincinnati  Independent 
Theatres,  Inc.,  at  an  annual  election,  at 
the  Hotel  Gibson. 

Huss  succeeds  Harold  Bernstein.  Other 
officers  elected  were  A.  J.  Holt,  Idle  Hour 
Theatre,  Carthage,  vice-president;  Her- 
man Bley,  Valley  Theatre,  treasurer,  and 
Harold  Bernstein,  secretary. 

It  was  decided  the  organization  would 
meet  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
with  the  exception  of  the  month  of  July, 
when  no  meeting  will  be  held. 


Bid  for  Shoppers'  Trade 
With  Early  Opening 

Detroit — Making  a bid  for  early  morn- 
ing patronage,  particularly  of  women 
shoppers,  the  Adams  Theatre  is  shifting 
its  opening  ahead  to  9:00  a.  m.  Signifi- 
cantly, the  house  will  open  an  hour  and 
a half  later  on  Sundays  and  holidays, 
when  the  shoppers  are  not  downtown. 
Initial  response  is  reported  good.  This  is 
the  earliest  opening  for  a first-run  house 
in  this  city  in  years. 


Heads  Merchant  Group 

Akron  — Harry  Brown  jr.,  manager 
of  the  Highland  Theatre  here,  heads  the 
newly  formed  Highland  Square,  Merchants 
Ass’n  composed  of  members  of  the  West 
Akron  board  of  control.  Brown  also  is 
vice-president  and  a trustee  of  the  trade 
board  group. 


Twig  Leaves  RKO 

Pittsburgh  — • Bill  Twig  has  resigned 
from  his  post  as  assistant  booker  at  the 
RKO  exchange.  A former  Cleveland  film 
man,  he  has  returned  to  that  city. 


Contestant — 

Kalamazoo’s  entry  in  the  M-G-M 
Lions  Club  international  lion  hunt  and 
parade  in  Pittsburgh  on  July  18-21, 
“Cubby  jr.,”  owned  by  Mayor  Arthur 
L.  Blakeslee  of  Kalamazoo.  Shepherd- 
ing Cubby  are  York  Duffy,  president 
of  the  Kalamazoo  Lions  Club;  Warren 
A.  Slee,  Metro  exploiteer,  and  Robert 
A.  Frabowsky,  state  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Lions  Clubs. 

Efforts  Toward  Business 
Unity  Bring  Reward 

New  London,  Ohio — J.  O.  Guthrie,  own- 
er of  the  Karolyn  Theatre,  saw  his  efforts 
to  bring  the  merchants  of  his  town  into 
closer  business  harmony  by  making 
speeches  before  the  Rotary,  Kiwanis  clubs 
and  the  chamber  of  commerce,  bear  fruit 
when  all  of  New  London,  or  200  cars  full 
of  them  at  least,  turned  out  for  the  first 
community  picnic  ever  staged  in  the  town. 
Representatives  of  all  types  of  business 
forgot  competition  in  a day  of  entertain- 
ment at  Chippewa  Lake.  Guthrie  in  his 
speeches  has  been  advocating  that 
merchants  of  communities  work  for  each 
other  instead  of  against  each  other,  to- 
ward a resumption  of  normal  business. 


Product  Contract  Breach 
Suit  Over  in  Detroit 

Detroit  — Suit  over  film  contract  for 
the  Europa  Theatre,  Detroit’s  only  Ger- 
man picture  house,  has  been  settled 
“amicably.”  Suit  was  entered  by  Casino 
Film  Exchange,  N.  Y.,  distributors,  against 
Andrew  Klein  and  Frank  Scheuer,  who 
formerly  operated  the  Europa,  which  has 
since  been  taken  over  by  Otto  Marx.  Both 
claimed  breach  of  a product  contract. 


Campaigning  for  "Chips" 

Pittsburgh — Charles  Baron,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploiteer, has  opened  his  localized  campaign 
for  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  in  the  territory. 
The  film  was  held  over  at  Loew’s  Penn 
for  a second  week. 


Political  Capital  of 
Sales  Tax  Suits 

Columbus — The  two  taxpayer’s  suits  in- 
volving non-payment  of  sales  tax  on  film 
rentals  are  on  the  verge  of  developing 
into  political  footballs,  with  the  industry 
playing  the  goat.  That  such  is  the  case 
became  very  apparent  last  week  when  a 
faux  pas  on  the  part  of  the  Republican 
administration  was  revealed. 

For  several  weeks  it  had  been  rumored 
that  the  MPPDA  retained  counsel  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  their  distributors.  On 
July  1 the  suits  were  to  have  been  an- 
swered in  the  Franklin  county  court  of 
appeals.  But  Aubrey  Wendt,  assistant  at- 
torney general  of  Ohio,  again  was  granted 
extensions  of  time,  this  being  the  third 
continuance.  Investigation  disclosed  that 
Robert  Barton,  of  the  law  firm  Bricker, 
Power  and  Barton,  was  instrumental  in 
securing  the  extensions  to  July  15. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Gov.  John 
W.  Bricker  is  an  inactive  member  of  the 
firm,  and  his  secretary,  Don  Powers,  is 
also  a member.  Barton  admitted  that  he 
and  Powers  had  been  retained  by  Ed  Hess 
of  the  Will  Hays  office.  Jack  Flanagan  of 
the  governor’s  staff  said  that  he  could  see 
nothing  wrong  in  a state  employe  accept- 
ing a position  as  legal  representative  in  a 
case  involving  a state  department. 

In  the  previous  administration,  which 
was  Democratic,  one  of  the  bitterest  Re- 
publican attacks  was  directed  toward  the 
state  chairman  of  the  opposition  party 
who  was  serving  as  attorney  in  cases 
against  the  state. 

At  present  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
reasons  for  the  defense  in  obtaining  de- 
lays. Every  day  sees  additional  tax  monies 
added  to  the  original  estimate  of  $1,250,- 
000.  Wendt  asserted  Saturday  that  he 
was  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  suits.  How- 
ever Barton  said  that  he  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  setup,  and  was  in  doubt  as  to 
whether  he  would  be  ready  in  two  weeks. 
Consequently,  it  may  be  assumed  that  ac- 
tual defense  is  being  prepared  by  the  law 
firm,  and  not  by  the  attorney  general’s 
staff. 


Ben  Cohen  of  Pittsburgh 
Buys  Duo  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Meyer  Kaplan  has  sold  the 
Savoy  and  Superior  theatres  here  to  Ben 
Cohen  of  Pittsburgh.  The  sale  became  ef- 
fective as  of  July  1. 

Kaplan  will  continue  to  buy  and  book 
product  for  these  houses  and  retains 
ownership  of  the  Crown  Theatre. 


Reopen  at  Pine  Grove 

Pittsburgh — Closed  for  a number  of 
years,  the  theatre  at  Pine  Grove,  W.  Va., 
is  ready  for  opening  after  extensive  re- 
modeling and  the  installation  of  equip- 
ments and  fixtures.  New  exits  have  been 
constructed  and  the  auditorium  has  been 
newly  decorated.  When  opened  next  week 
the  theatre  will  be  known  as  the  Grove. 
James  Works,  a hardware  dealer  at  Pine 
Grove,  is  the  owner  and  operator. 
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J^EW  LEPTON,  who  checked  out  of  a lo- 
cal hospital  the  other  day  and  went 
out  on  a business  trip  to  West  Virginia, 
reported  back  at  the  hospital  this  week 
for  an  operation  . . . Mike  Cullen  has  re- 
turned to  duties  at  Loew’s  Penn,  the  Loew 
district  manager  taking  charge  at  his  old 
spot  as  a relief  manager  while  Charlie 
Kurtzman  vacations  and  takes  in  the 
World’s  Fair  . . . Johnny  Harris,  now  at 
his  summer  home  in  Longport,  N.  J.,  is  all 
wrapped  up  in  his  new  19-foot  speed  boat 
. . . It’s  a little  early  for  such  discussions, 
but  the  boys  are  talking  about  the  annual 
corn  roast  at  Dr.  Herman’s,  which  looms 
bigger  and  better  than  ever  . . . There’s  a 
Mrs.  Chuck  Shanon  now.  Chuck  is  the 
Homewood  manager  for  WB  at  the  Bel- 
mar. 

The  Enright  is  offering  triple  features 
with  serials,  shorts,  stage  attractiojis  and 
radio  features  for  their  Saturday  matinee 
Kiddie  shows.  “Nazi  Spy”  is  one  of  today’s 
(July  8)  three  features  at  the  Enright  . . . 
Art  Levy  asks  “How  about  taking  a min- 
ute off  and  writing  a check  for  $7.50  and 
sending  your  reservation  for  the  Variety 
Club’s  golf  tournament,  scheduled  for  Fri- 
day, July  14  at  Wildwood  Country  Club?” 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Christy  of  the  Tidioute,  Pa., 
theatre,  has  returned  to  duties  after  an 
illness  which  confined  her  to  a hospital. 
She  used  to  work  at  the  Fox  exchange  here 
. . . William  R.  Wheat  jr.,  spent  the  week- 
end at  Annapolis  visiting  his  daughter  . . . 
William  Serrao,  Arnold  exhibitor,  drop- 
ped us  a card  from  his  honeymoon  which 
took  him  and  the  wife  to  Buffalo,  To- 
ronto, Montreal,  Quebec  and  the  New 
England  states.  In  New  York  he  was  the 
house  guest  of  Christy  Wilbert,  20th-Fox 
exploiteer  who  at  one  time  was  a pub- 
licity representative  for  WB  theatres  here. 
Serrao  previewed  “Second  Fiddle”  at  the 
20th-Fox  home  office  and  he  reports  that 
it  is  very  good.  The  Serraos  took  in  the 
World’s  Pair,  too. 

John  Finnegan,  assistant  to  Bob  Lieber 
at  the  Paramomit,  Braddock.  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  manager  at  the 
Grand,  Hazelwood,  another  M.  N.  Sha- 
piro-Archie  Fineman  house  . . . Herbert 
Schaefer  and  Herbert  Staminger,  who 
closed  the  Blair  Station  theatre  for  the 
summer,  are  located  in  East  Keansburg, 
N.  J.,  and  are  operating  park  shows  in 
that  area  . . . Harry  Walker  is  out  to  take 
off  forty  pounds.  Among  others  reducing 
or  attempting  to  rid  themselves  of  excess 
weight,  are  Andy  Battiston,  Pete  Aider- 
man,  Don  Mungello,  Gus  Vaveris  and  Irv- 
ing Dietz. 

Members  of  the  local  trade  are  loud  in 
their  praise  for  Harry  Kalmine’s  decision 
to  retain  Mrs.  Mary  McCartney  as  man- 
ager of  the  Jefferson  Theatre,  Punxsu- 
tawney,  as  a sucessor  to  her  deceased  hus- 
band, W.  P.  (Penn)  McCartney.  Mrs. 
McCartney  was  associated  with  her  hus- 
band in  the  management  of  this  house 
before  he  sold  it  to  Warner  Bros,  and  be- 
came the  Warner  manager. 

H.  Windt,  who  holds  interest  in  the 
Beacon  Theatre,  is  vacationing  in  Ger- 


many . . . Harry  R.  Cromwell,  Bedford 
exhibitor,  is  vacationing  . . . Frank  Fair- 
graves  of  Erie  was  at  the  Shriners’  con- 
vention at  Baltimore  . . . Monarch  ex- 
change screening  room  is  being  dolled  up 
with  new  upholstered  chairs,  and  other 
improvements  are  being  made.  The  in- 
dependent product  is  coming  through  okay 
too,  says  Duddy  Lefton,  booker. 

Jack  Judd  and  the  Mrs.  are  vacationing 
. . . A Filmrow  visitor  the  other  day  was 
John  Lang,  former  McKees  Rock  exhibi- 
tor, who  has  worked  for  a wholesale  groc- 
ery firm  at  Monessen  for  the  past  four 
years  . . . Mrs.  H.  J.  Thompson,  wife  of 
the  Clearfield  theatre  owner,  is  recover- 
ing from  an  operation  performed  at  the 
Clearfield  Hospital  . . . Ted  Perrine  of 
Sandy  Lake,  who  returned  from  a New 
York  vacation  which  included  taking  in 
the  Fair,  was  here  on  booking  duties  . . . 
An  honor  student  graduate  of  Taylor  Al- 
derdice  High  School  last  week  was  Reva 
Ruth  Rosenberg,  daughter  of  the  M.  A. 
Rosenbergs. 

Billy  ZeVan,  with  National  Theatrical 
Valance  Co.,  reports  recently  decorating 
of  the  Victor,  New  Castle,  Pa.;  Penn-Lake, 
Sandy  Lake,  Pa.;  Strand,  Seibring,  Ohio; 
Alpine,  Kingwood,  W.  Va.,  and  the  Alpine, 
Salem,  W . Va. 

Charles  Mergen,  Harry  Passarell  and 
Phoebe  Homer  of  the  Paramount  ex- 
change were  vacationing  this  week.  Other 
Filmrow  folks  vacationing  included  Roy 
Davis,  UA;  Alice  Jahns,  Sophie  Pincus, 
20th-Pox;  Marlene  Leff,  Columbia;  Milt 
Prankel  and  Grace  O’Neill,  Vitagraph; 
John  Zomnir,  Joe  Stack,  Allan  Douglas, 


Abe  Finkel,  left,  of  the  Finkel  circuit 
of  Pittsburgh,  meets  Alan  Hale  on  the 
set  of  Warner’s  “On  Your  Toes.” 
Finkel  paid  a recent  visit  to  the  film 
capital. 


Hilda  Alvin  and  Bess  Fehl,  M-G-M  . . . 
Bess  Fehl  Noah  is  now  Bess  Fehl,  you  will 
notice  . . . L.  Beresin,  vice-president  of 
Berio  Vending  Co.,  was  here  on  business 
this  week  with  Nat  Lazier,  district  man- 
ager. 

James  McHugh  has  been  transferred 
from  the  WB  Regal,  Wilkinsburg,  to  the 
Plaza,  Bloomfield,  succeeding  Ernest  Lieb- 
erman,  who  has  been  assigned  by  the  cir- 
cuit to  the  post  as  manager  of  the  Squirrel 
Hill  Theatre.  Jules  Green  resigned  from 
duties  at  the  latter  house  last  week  and  he 
is  traveling  to  California  to  try  his  luck. 
The  WB  boys  gave  him  a sendoff  party 
last  Saturday  night.  McHugh,  who  has 
moved  to  the  Plaza,  is  succeeded  at  the 
Regal  by  Edward  Salamon,  formerly  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Arsenal. 

Ira  H.  Cohn,  20th-Pox  branch  manager, 
was  visited  by  four  home  office  executives 
the  other  day;  Edgar  Moss,  district  man- 
ager; Clarence  HiU,  assistant  to  William 
Sussman,  division  manager;  Harvey  Day, 
Terry  Toon  sales  manager,  and  William 
Clark,  short  subject  sales  manager  . . . 
John  Hargrave  is  filling  in  at  Loew’s 
Penn  . . . The  Currey  Bros.,  who  have 
acquired  the  Strand,  Monongah,  operate 
an  automobile  agency  at  Fairmont,  W.  Va. 

Father  Edivard  J.  Flanagan  of  Boys 
Town  will  attend  the  11th  annual  banquet 
of  the  Variety  Club  at  the  William  Penn 
Hotel,  Sunday,  October  29. 

Firemen  were  called  to  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Diamond  street,  Sunday  evening 
when  a blaze  started  in  a ventilating  fan 
motor  atop  the  three-story  building.  The 
fire  was  extinguished  without  the  theatre 
patrons  being  aware  of  the  blaze  . . . 
Edna  Hinch  has  returned  to  duties  at  the 
Vitagraph  exchange  after  an  absence  of 
three  years.  Her  sister,  Helen  Hageter,  also 
recently  returned  to  work  at  this  office  . . . 
Mel  Barrett  of  the  Paramount  exchange, 
Cleveland,  was  here  over  the  weekend  . . . 
Ann  Cohen  was  back  on  the  job  this  week 
as  secretary  to  A.  I.  Weiner,  UA  manager, 
after  suffering  injuries  when  struck  by  an 
auto  two  weeks  ago  . . . Charles  Lynch, 
who  recently  roadshowed  a picture  through 
West  Virginia,  will  handle  a new  theatre 
game. 

Irene  Fisher  of  the  Republic  exchange 
has  returned  from  a three-week  vacation 
in  Hollywood. 


Readies  Cairo  House 

Pennsboro,  W.  Va. — Bill  Heaton,  local 
exhibitor,  is  busy  with  construction  de- 
tails in  connection  with  the  remodeling 
of  a garage  building  at  Cairo,  which  is  be- 
ing converted  into  a theatre.  Seating  ca- 
pacity will  be  in  excess  of  300.  The  Cairo 
construction  is  under  way. 


Another  for  F.  & S. 

Ashtabula,  O. — Feiber  & Shea,  circuit 
operators,  with  houses  in  several  Ohio 
cities  have  acquired  the  Beulah  Theatre 
here,  giving  the  circuit  control  of  the  four 
theatres  in  the  city. 
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T ETTERS  nearly  ten  feet  high,  reaching 
from  the  curb  to  the  marquee,  told 
Louisville  that  “Maisie”  had  come  to  town, 
at  Loew’s. 

John  Gillooly,  manager  of  Switow’s  Le- 
Rose  Theatre  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  an- 
other of  Louisville’s  neighbors,  is  back  on 
the  job  after  a brief  illness.  John  has  been 
in  the  business  there  for  some  20  years. 

Robert  L.  Harnes,  formerly  affiliated 
with  the  Grand  at  New  Albany,  Ind.,  and 
now  the  manager  of  three  small  Indiana 
theatres — the  State  at  Milltown,  Empire 
at  Sellersburg  and  Elnora  at  Elnora — was 
in  town  the  other  day  chatting  with 
acquaintances  at  the  Falls  City  Theatre 
Equipment  Co. 

Sam  Switow  was  in  New  York  on  a 
business  trip.  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dudley 
Williston  of  Indianapolis  were  down  a few 
days  visiting  their  son-in-law  and  daugh- 
ter, Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Edward  Campbell, 
Silver  Hills,  New  Albany.  The  Williston 
interests  include  three  Negro  houses  in 
Louisville. 

Wedding  bells  will  be  ringing  in  the 
Williston  family  next  month.  Their  other 
daughter,  Beth  Ann,  is  to  wed  Joseph 
Barr  of  Sullivan,  Ind.  The  couple  will 
spend  a year  in  England  where  the  groom 
will  study  on  a scholarship. 

It  was  Quinn’s  turn  to  use  the  Carrell- 
Quinn  (Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment  Co.) 
river  runabout  on  the  Fourth.  Carrell 
gets  it  during  the  week;  Quinn  on  Sun- 
days and  holidays. 


SURE-FIRE  BOX-OFFICE  ATTRACTION 


THE  MOST  EXCITING  FIGHT  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  PRIZE  FIGHTING 


FOUR  HEART-SHAKING  ROUNDS! 


JOE  LOUIS  vs  tony  GALENTO 


FILMED  AT  THE  RINGSIDE  • BLOW-BY-BLOW 


See  All  the  Highlights  in  Slow  Motion! 


WIRE PHONE 


REGAL  FILM  SERVICE 

Room  308  - Film  Exchange  Bldg.  MAin  0624  Cleveland,  Ohio 


THE  Cincinnati  Booker’s  Club,  founded 

by  Joe  Goetz  of  RKO  theatres,  will  hold 
an  election  at  the  Saratoga  Club,  East 
McMillan  St.,  July  14,  according  to  the 
announcement  of  the  present  incumbent, 
Joe  Goete.  The  election  is  to  be  followed 
by  a social  hour,  for  which  this  organiza- 
tion and  its  genial  president  are  famous. 

Warner’s  Norma  Brown  is  vacationing 
. . . Universal’s  Florence  Schomaker  spent 
the  weekend  at  Cliftie  Falls. 

Friends  of  Levitt  Bugie,  20th-Fox  well- 
known  representative,  will  be  sorry  to 
learn  his  wife  is  seriously  ill  and  blood 
transfusions  are  being  resorted  to,  to  save 
her  life.  Twin  baby  girls,  born  to  Mrs. 
Bugie,  passed  away  at  birth.  The  sincere 
hope  is  everywhere  expressed  for  the 
speedy  recovery  of  Mrs.  Bugie. 

Louis  Wiethe’s  opening  of  his  new  Ken- 
tucky Theatre,  Latonia,  Ky.,  was  the  social 
highlight  of  the  week.  Eight  hundred  at- 
tended the  invitational  preview  Friday, 
June  30.  Judge  Joseph  Goodenough,  Cov- 
ington, Ky.,  made  the  dedicatory  address. 
The  new  house  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
$95,000.  Wiethe’s  other  holdings  include 
the  Derby  and  Latonia  theatres,  at  La- 
tonia and  the  Bond,  Cincinnati.  The  new 
theatre  opened  to  the  public,  July  1,  at 
popular  prices  of  10-20  cents  plus  tax. 

Selma  Herlands  has  joined  M-G-M’s 
personnel  as  billing  clerk.  Miss  Herlands 
hails  from  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  she 


was  with  20th-Fox.  The  family  is  mov- 
ing to  Cincinnati. 

Dr.  Cornn  and  W.  H.  Gaddie  of  Pur- 
cell, Ky.,  visited  the  Row  this  week.  C.  F. 
Drebert,  Smithers,  W.  Va.;  Will  Pancake, 
Columbus,  and  Tom  Darken,  New  Bremen, 
were  in  also. 

Metro’s  M.  Yeoman  is  ill,  stricken  with 
a streptococci  infection  . . . Paramount’s 
Mary  McGee  is  confined  to  the  hospital 
for  an  operation  on  her  throat. 

Joe  Oulahan,  Paramount’s  branch  man- 
ager, reports  contracts  closed  on  new  prod- 
uct are  exceeding  last  year’s  sales. 

Over  150  exhibitors  and  filmites  attend- 
ed the  Dayton  Variety  Club’s  annual  out- 
ing, June  29. 


Wins  Lottery  Suit 

Troy,  O. — A jury  in  a local  court  return- 
ed a verdict  for  C.  F.  Pfister,  head  of  the 
Troy  Amusement  Co.,  defendant  in  suit 
filed  by  A.  J.  Attenweiler,  who  asked 
judgement  for  $28  covering  admissions  to 
Bank  Night  at  the  Mayflower  Theatre 
here  over  a two-year  period,  plus  $100 
damages  under  the  Ohio  lottery  law.  Plain- 
tiff is  expected  to  appeal  to  Common  Pleas 
Court. 


Organ  to  City 

Dover,  O. — The  pipe  organ  in  the  Bex- 
ley Theatre  here  has  been  offered  the 
Dover  board  of  education  for  the  city’s  new 
school  building. 
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make  a note  of  this:  The  Variety  Club 
annual  golf  tournament,  originally 
announced  to  take  place  July  21  at  the 
Beechmont  Country  Club,  has  been  post- 
poned to  July  28  . . . Pour-weeks-old  Ted 
Teschner  jr.,  is  doing  fine,  thank  you,  but 
his  dad,  Ted  sr.,  assistant  manager  at 
Loew’s  State  Theatre,  can’t  say  the  same 
for  himself.  His  son’s  4 a.  m.  waking  hours 
don’t  jibe  so  well  with  theatre  hours. 

Lou  Walters,  manager  of  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  Co.,  closed  a deal  with  Bob 
Menches  of  Akron  to  install  300  new  chairs 
in  the  Liberty  Theatre.  Menches  is  in- 
creasing his  seating  capacity  by  that  num- 
ber of  chairs  by  reseating  his  loges  and  re- 
arranging his  lower  floor  plan  . . . George 
Stevens,  manager  of  the  Drive-In  Theatre, 
spends  his  spare  time  making  carved 
brooches  out  of  cocoanut  shells,  which  he 
sells. 

Mrs.  Esther  Long  Clark,  who  runs  the 
Community  Theatre  at  Cadiz,  entertained 
the  film  men  of  the  territory  at  a garden 
party  at  her  new  country  estate  located 
just  outside  Cadiz  . . . A1  Gregg,  in  charge 
of  Republic  publicity,  is  getting  out  a 
manual  of  exploitation,  with  easy  lessons 
on  how  to  put  over  specific  pictures.  Types 
of  businesses  are  classified  and  the  manual 
fits  exploitation  campaigns  to  each  type  of 
business.  The  manual  will  reach  all  Re- 
public customers  once  a month. 

What  they’re  doing  around  the  terri- 
tory: Paul  Ellis,  general  manager  of  the 
Robins  theatres  in  Warren,  kibitzmg  with 
Stanley  Hart,  managing  editor  of  the 
Chronicle  Tribune,  on  how  to  get  back  to 
sleep  after  the  baby  wakes  up,  Ellis  bemg 
new  in  the  role  of  pater;  Tony  Skarg, 
theatre  decorator  and  Mrs.  Skarg,  buying 
five  dozen  fresh  eggs  at  a roadside  mar- 
ket, not  because  they  like  eggs  but  be- 
cause of  the  price  . . . Howard  Feighley  of 
the  Rivoli  Theatre,  Toledo,  vacationing 
with  his  family  at  his  summer  home  in 
Michigan  . . . John  Gordon,  director  of 
publicity  for  the  Chakeres  circuit  in 
Sprvigfield,  rushing  through  his  advertis- 
ing copy  in  time  to  put  on  his  act  as  mas- 
ter of  ceremony  for  Bank  Night. 

Sam  Gorrel  and  Jack  Lefton,  both  of 
Republic  Pictures  tied  in  an  endurance 
test  to  see  which  of  them  could  stay  up 
the  latest  and  get  up  the  earliest  the  fol- 
lowing morning  . . . Bud  Sommers  of  the 
Palace  Theatre,  Akron,  is  busy  these  days 
breaking  in  a new  set  of  golf  clubs 


NOW  AVAILABLE 

The  Greatest  of  All 
Mascot  Serials 

New  Prints — New  Paper 

"DEVIL  HORSE" 

With  HARRY  CAREY,  NOAH  BEERY 
and  FRANKIE  DARRO. 

We  Guarantee  You  Can  Repeat  “Devil 
Horse"  to  Big  Biz. 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges/  Inc. 


C.  A.  Reeves  has  resigned  as  one  of  the  two 
assistant  managers  at  Warner’s  Hippo- 
drome, Cleveland.  Paul  Kaufman,  former 
chief  of  service  has  been  promoted  to 
succeed  Reeves.  Frank  Walil,  doorman, 
steps  into  Kaufman’s  former  shoes. 

John  LaDue,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Strand  Theatre,  Akron,  and  the  very  new 
Mrs.  LaDue  have  returned  from  a two 
weeks’  honeymoon  trip  . . . Bill  Harwell  of 
Warner's  Ohio  Theatre,  Canton,  dug  up 
an  authentic  covered  wagon  108  years  old 
to  exploit  “Man  of  Conquest,”  which  net- 
ted the  picture  a page  one  news  story  . . . 
Marvin  Samuelson,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Colony  Theatre,  entertained  a group  of 
orphans  as  his  contribution  to  Father’s 
Day. 

By  popular  request,  the  Warner  Club  has 
resumed  its  policy  of  serving  lunches  to 
all  interested  in  partaking  of  the  town’s 
best  two-bit  meal  . . . Lilian  Zwick,  for- 
mer secretary  to  Meyer  Kaplan,  has  joined 
the  Paramount  family  as  secretary  to  Ad 
Sales  Manager  Melvin  Barrett,  where  she 
succeeds  Mary  Zagar  who  has  gone  in  for 
matrimony  as  a vocation  . . . Recent  visi- 
tors on  Filmrow  included  Mrs.  Abe  Cohen 
of  East  Palestine  and  her  son;  Park  Bel- 
den  of  the  Thornton  Theatre,  Akron,  and 
the  W.  B.  Stewarts  of  the  Star  Theatre, 
Deshler. 

Victor  Hayes  is  operating  the  New  Roxy 
Theatre,  De  Graf,  on  Friday,  Saturday 
and  Sunday  during  the  rest  of  the  summer 
. . . Lester  Zucker,  Columbia  branch  7nan- 
ager,  is  spending  his  time  out  on  the  roads 
while  the  carpenters  have  taken  over  his 
office  for  complete  remodeling  ...  I.  J. 
Schmertz,  20th-Fox  branch  manager,  is 
also  out  of  the  city  oftener  tha?i  in  the 
city  these  days  . . . Fred  Holzworth,  man- 
ager of  the  Hilliard  Square  Theatre,  has 
joined  the  army  of  home  owners.  He  just 
bought  a place  on  Arthur  Ave.  in  Lakewood. 

Local  Warner  theatre  department  is  be- 
ing swamped  with  telephone  calls  in  re- 
sponse to  calling  cards  placed  around  in 
strategic  points  bearing  the  name  “Joan 
B’’  with  the  message  “For  the  Gayest, 
Sauciest  Entertainment  Treat  You’ve  Ever 
Had  Call  Joan  B at  PRospect  3740’’  (the 
Warner  telephone  number)  ...  A wedding 
of  local  interest  last  week  was  that  of 
Betty  Fickensher,  only  daughter  of  Henry 
Fickensher  of  the  Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif 
circuit.  She  married  a young  man  from 
Indianapolis  named  John  Alcorn. 

It’s  an  eyebrow-raismg  item  that  Ruth 
Bergdorff,  secretary  to  the  boys  of  the  Sco- 
ville Essick  and  Reif  circuit  and  Cliff  Pegg, 
manager  of  the  Parma  Theatre,  one  of  the 
circuit  houses,  took  their  vacations  at  one 
ayid  the  same  time  . . . The  Joe  Louis- 
Tony  Gale7ito  fight  pictures  are  the  best 
fight  pictures  ever  made  in  the  opinion  of 
W.  Ward  Marsh,  film  editor  of  the  Plain 
Dealer  . . . Maiiny  Manishore  and  Harry 
Lande  at  308  Fihyi  Bldg,  are  distributors. 

Associated  Theatres  Circuit  is  closing  its 
office  in  the  Film  Bldg,  on  Saturdays  dur- 
ing July  and  August  . . . Miss  Rickey 
Labowitz,  G.  E.  Erdmann’s  secretary  at 
the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors 


Lag  in  Grosses  Not 
Shuttering  Many 

Cleveland — Although  it  is  generally 
conceded  that  business  at  both  first  run 
and  subsequent  run  houses  locally  is  con- 
siderably under  average  for  the  summer, 
only  the  usual  number  of  theatre  closings 
have  been  reported. 

Warner  closed  the  Majestic  Theatre, 
Mansfield,  for  an  extended  period  during 
which  alterations  will  be  made. 

In  Youngstown  the  Park,  a Warner- 
Shea  operated  house,  closed  June  29,  while 
the  Strand,  belonging  to  the  Harris  cir- 
cuit, signed  off  on  July  5. 

In  Toledo,  Miss  Margaret  Rihacek  closed 
her  Tivoli  Theatre  for  a month  and  in 
Montpelier,  Glen  Kaufman  has  boarded 
up  the  Paramount  Theatre  until  the  be- 
ginning of  September. 

Paul  Gusdanovic  of  Cleveland,  however, 
has  reversed  the  procedure  by  opening  his 
Corlett  Theatre  which  he  closed  a month 
ago.  The  house  is  open  two  days  a week 
except  when  he  plays  foreign  pictures 
which  will  stand  up  for  extended  runs. 


G.  A,  R.  Protests  Scene 
In  "Gone  With  Wind" 

Columbus — A resolution  was  presented 
in  the  final  session  of  the  73rd  annual  en- 
campment of  the  Ohio  G.  A.  R.,  held  here 
last  week,  protesting  the  use  of  a “ques- 
tionable scene”  in  “Gone  With  the  Wind.” 
The  scene  is  one  in  which  the  heroine, 
Scarlett  O’Hara,  shoots  a Union  soldier 
who  invades  her  home. 

Formal  action  on  the  resolution  was 
postponed  until  the  national  encampment 
in  Pittsburgh.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  to  present  the  protest  to  the  Hays 
organization.  National  Commander  Robert 
M.  Rownd,  Ripley,  N.  Y.,  is  quoted  as  say- 
ing that  the  protest  is  based  on  the  fact 
that  “a  soldier  in  the  uniform  of  his  coun- 
try is  depicted  as  a thief,  libertine  and 
marauder.” 


Republic  Adds  Writer 

Hollywood — George  Beck  has  been  add- 
ed to  the  writing  department  at  Republic. 


Ass’n,  took  the  week  off  for  a vacation  in 
Buffalo  . . . Miss  Sarah  Shapiro  of  the 
Monogram  exchange  is  one  of  the  New 
York  World’s  Pair  best  boosters. 

George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram  general 
sales  manager,  was  here  for  a day  on  a 
goodwill  tour  of  the  territory  . . . Jerry 
Friedlander,  attorney  who  handles  legal 
work  for  several  of  the  local  circuits,  an- 
nounces that  William  F.  Marsteller  has 
joined  the  firm  which  now  is  named 
Nenesch,  Marsteller,  Friedlander  and  Mor- 
ris, with  offices  in  the  Citizens  Bldg.  . . . 
Joe  Loeffler,  who  has  been  district  man- 
ager for  Metro  Premiums,  has  gone  back 
to  selling  film.  He  has  been  appointed  to 
the  RKO  sales  force  in  Minneapolis  . . . 
Ralph  O.  Flemm,  for  no  particular  reason 
known  as  “Jack,”  last  week  bought  the 
Tivoli  Theatre,  Akron,  from  H.  E.  Bickel. 
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\^LLIAM  RICHMOND,  manager  of 
Max  Allen’s  Lincoln  Park,  is  a con- 
vert to  the  idea  of  human  interest  in 
Boxoffice  . . . Joan  Brodel,  young  Holly- 
wood star,  back  to  her  home  in  Detroit, 
appeared  at  the  Roth  and  Berdun  recital 
Friday  evening.  She  is  one  of  Charlie 
Roth’s  outstanding  protegees. 

Sol  and  Mac  Krim  have  added  a free 
parking  lot  as  a new  feature  of  their 
Lasky,  headquarters  house. 

Cincinnati  Variety  Club,  which  we  visit- 
ed over  the  weekend,  has  some  clubrooms 
to  be  proud  of  . . . Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld, 
the  chief  barker,  who  used  to  manage 
RKO  Downtown  here,  is  off  on  an  annual 
tour  to  California  . . . Harry  Donau,  club 
steward,  has  a girl  friend  right  in  Detroit. 

Warren  Slee  reports  a lively  entry  for 
M-G-M’s  Lion  Hunt,  from  Kalamazoo — 
name  is  Cubby  jr.  . . . Mac  Krim  still  is 
lonesome  for  that  pet  bear  he  turned  over 
to  the  Zoo  recently. 

Chevrolet’s  “Knights  of  the  Highway,” 
commercial  film  produced  here,  has  been 
awarded  the  C.  I.  T.  Award  as  the  out- 
standing safety  film  . . . Ben  Wachnansky 
is  visiting  his  neighbors,  George  Schiller 
of  the  National  and  Milton  Jacobson  of 
the  Monroe,  when  business  slacks  off  these 
hot  afternoons,  and  is  working  up  a deal 
for  closing  of  Monroe  Avenue  houses  for 
the  summer  . . . Dave  King  may  close  the 
National  by  the  time  this  appears. 

Harry  damage,  returned  to  the  Avenue 
after  20  years’  absence,  is  assisting  his 
father,  Arthur  damage,  in  running  the 
house,  damage  sr.,  is  host  to  a regular 
party  for  visiting  and  local  performers  at 
the  Back  Stage  Bar,  next  door,  every 
Monday  night. 

Lee  Elman,  formerly  with  the  Del-Ray 
Attractions,  has  joined  the  Jules  Klein 
booking  office  . . . Tony  Nader  was  vaca- 
tioning briefly  at  his  brother’s  cottage  at 
Lake  Orion,  where  Frank  Stewart  of  Mid- 
west Theatres  is  a sort  of  commodore. 
Jim  Smith  of  the  Lions  is  another  Orion 
showman  for  the  summer. 

Joe  Conti,  late  of  the  Monte  Carlo 
Studios,  which  have  frequently  put  on  shows 
for  Variety  Club,  is  the  newest  Detroiter 
to  receive  a film  contract  . . . Oscar  Doob, 
Loew  publicity  chief,  who  has  many 
friends  in  the  Detroit  area,  lost  his  father 
at  New  York  City. 

Moe  Teitel  is  planning  some  remodeling 
for  his  Warfield,  the  city’s  de  luxe  colored 
house  . . . Shooting  in  the  local  commercial 
studios — Jam  Handy,  Industrial  Pictures, 
and  Wilding  Productions,  reached  a new 
high  for  the  summer,  with  several  more 
men  called  back  to  work,  Ed  King,  business 
agent  of  the  stagehands,  reports. 

Morton  Maius,  manager  of  Associated 
Theatres’  Loop,  has  taken  over  a partner- 
ship in  the  Ten-Eleven  Bar,  downtown 
theatrical  night  spot  . . . Maius  says  the 
new  air  conditioning  at  the  Loop  is  help- 
ing to  bring  in  customers  on  hot  days. 


Edgar  Kirchner  is  leaving  on  his  vaca- 
tion for  the  Upper  Peninsula  . . . His  last 
official  act  was  to  issue  the  new  house 
rules  for  Variety  Club  . . . Wallace  Cross 
of  Cross  Machine  Shop,  is  putting  his 
carbon  saver  into  30  Butterfield  houses, 
and  rushing  to  fill  orders  for  southern 
theatres. 

W.  W.  Willman,  M-G-M-ite  from  In- 
dianapolis, was  in  town  on  a business  trip 
. . . J.  O.  Brooks,  Butterfield  chief  booker, 
is  taking  a shortened  two-week  vacation 
fishing  in  the  northern  woods  of  Canada, 
with  Monogram’s  Jack  Saxe.  Brooks’ 
secretary,  Ethel  Hale,  and  Beryl  (Obie) 
O’Bryan,  are  off  together  in  northern 
Michigan,  while  Booker  Earl  Hoffman  has 
just  returned  from  his. 

Ernest  H.  Forbes’  Oliver  Theatre  Supply 
is  thoroughly  redecorated  to  celebrate  the 
grand  opening  of  the  new  Brenkert  Lamp 
and  RCA  Sound  Agency  here — in  the  home 
town  of  Brenkert.  Eddie  Murphy,  formerly 
field  representative  for  Mutual  Theatres, 
has  joined  Oliver  as  salesman.  Entertain- 
ment for  the  opening  was  lavish,  with 
numerous  distinguished  filmite  guests, 
including  exhibitors  Andrew  Bzovi,  Ecorse; 
Bill  MacGlish,  Kalamazoo;  P.  C.  Schram, 
Kalamazoo;  A1  Slendek,  St.  Clair,  and  Jeff 
Williams,  Roseville,  and  plenty  from  De- 
troit, including  William  Schulte,  Joseph 
Ellul,  and  Joseph  B.  Krul. 

William  B.  Chatman  reports  Movie  Coin 
Club  still  building  business  in  its  Jiinth 
week  at  the  Rivola  and  Rialto  . . . Walter 
Shafer  is  installing  new  sound  in  his 
Shafer  at  Garden  City  . . . Excellent  Pic- 
tures is  distributing  the  Louis-Galento 
Fight  Films,  with  Bob  Fischer  handling 
rights  for  the  territory.  Day  and  date  book- 
ing for  Friday  morning  opening  at  both 
the  Fox  and  the  Adams,  less  than  40 
hours  after  the  fight,  set  a new  speed 
record  for  this  town. 

Charles  C.  Perry,  manager  of  the 
Adams,  has  returned  from  St.  Louis,  bring- 
ing back  his  wife  who  was  vacationing  . . . 
Roberta  Ann  is  the  name  decided  upon 
for  M-G-M-ite  Herb  Brown’s  new  baby. 
Film  Exchange  ball  team  didn’t  play  this 
week. 

Joh7i  Tatu  and  Victor  Petriks  are  re- 
modeling their  front  at  the  Cino,  Ed  Long 
reports  . . . Long  himself  has  just  returned 


New  Fight  Film 
Best  in  Years 

Cleveland — The  Joe  Louis-Tony  Ga- 
lento  pictures  are  the  best  fight  pic- 
tures released  since  those  of  the  Firpo- 
Dempsey  bout,  according  to  local  ex- 
hibitors, movie  critics  and  fans. 

Now  showing  at  the  RKO  Palace  and 
Keith's  East  105th  St.  Theatre,  the  au- 
dience reaction  is  enthusiastic. 

Regal  Films,  308  Film  Bldg.,  Cleve- 
land, is  handling  distribution  through- 
out Ohio  and  Kentucky. — LOEB. 


fro7n  a week’s  vacation  in  Connecticut  and 
Massachusetts  . . . Fred  Schader  is  still 
another  victim  of  a bad  summer  cold. 

Harold  Schuckert  is  reported  taking 
over  the  Strand  Theatre  at  Reed  City, 
Mich.,  formerly  operated  by  Roy  Partee 
. . . Joseph  Miskinis,  circuit  owner,  is 
planning  an  auto  trip  to  Calgary,  Alberta, 
to  visit  relatives. 

William  A.  Cassidy  reports  grosses  at 
his  Midland  theatres  badly  hit  by  the  Dow 
Chemical  Field  Day,  which  drew  35,000 
people  to  the  event,  in  this  little  tow7i. 
Cassidy  has  remodeled  the  Strand  at 
Alma  . . . Joe  Conti,  who  used  to  appear 
for  Eddie  Jacobson,  now  of  the  Rainbo, 
hi  amateur  shows  at  the  Majestic  and 
Fer7idale,  is  Hollywood-bound  with  a con- 
tract. 

Jacob  Schreiber,  who  sold  out  his  cir- 
cuit here  a year  ago,  has  returned  from 
Miami,  and  is  busy  showing  his  friends 
motion  pictures  taken  on  his  long  vacation 
. . . Art  Knapp  is  reported  convalescing 
nicely  after  a bad  case  of  pneumonia. 

W.  C.  Gehring,  20th-Fox  central  divi- 
sion 7na7iager,  was  hi  for  a few  days  . . . 
Frank  Wagner  and  wife  spent  the  “big 
weekend”  of  the  Fourth  in  Chicago. 

Cass  R.  Beechler,  upstate  circuit  opera- 
tor, is  building  a companion  house  to  his 
Eaton  at  Charlotte,  to  open  about  August 
15.  A store  building  is  being  remodeled. 
W.  J.  Turnbull  reports  the  equipment  sales 
for  National  Theatre  Supply. 

Don  Atkinson,  who  waits  on  the  custo- 
mers at  National,  has  left  on  his  vacation, 
going  fishing  up  in  the  Copper  Country 
. . . E.  J.  Pennell  and  Bruce  Godshaw,  ex- 
hibitors from  Albion,  were  in  Friday.  God- 
shaw discloses  he  is  building  a new  house 
at  South  Bend,  Ind.,  going  into  the  inter- 
state business. 

Ben  Wachnansky  now  claims  he  needs 
two  secretaries,  not  one.  From  the  crowds 
at  his  Bijou  lately,  he  may  be  right  . . . 
Jacob  Boodman  is  a cover-to-cover  Box- 
office  reader — doesn’t  miss  a comma. 

Censor  Charlie  Snyder  is  setting  a good 
ticket  record  with  those  ducats  for  Police- 
men’s Field  Day  . . . Irving  Belinsky  has 
opened  a second  store,  next  door  to  the 
Loop  Theatre,  and  is  there  most  of  the 
time,  with  Mrs.  Belinsky  running  the  one 
in  the  Film  Building  for  him — says  she 
prefers  it  to  housework  any  way. 

Bill  Flemion  and  Charlie  Perry  are  mak- 
ing it  a habit  to  lunch  together  lately  . . . 
John  Tatu’s  daughter,  all  grown  up  now, 
was  a Filmrow  visitor,  Thursday. 


Drive-In  Is  Host 

Detroit — Detroit’s  Drive-In  Theatre  is 
inaugurating  a regular  weekly  free  night 
for  shut-ins.  The  special  construction  of 
the  theatre  enables  those  who  are  unable 
to  get  into  an  ordinary  indoor  theatre  to 
be  brought  in  cars,  or  even  in  an  ambu- 
lance, to  see  and  hear  the  show. 
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Advertising  Distributors 
Turn  to  AFL  Connection 

Pittsburgh  — Advertising  Distributor 
Workers’  Union  has  voted  to  withdraw 
from  the  CIO  and  affiliate  with  the  In- 
ternational Alliance  of  Bill  Posters,  Billers 
and  Distributors  AFL  Union,  Thomas 
Dougherty,  business  agent  of  the  former 
local,  announces.  Leo  Abernathy,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, international  president  of  the  bill 
posters’  union,  issued  an  AFL  charter  to 
the  imit  which  will  be  known  henceforth  as 
Circular  Distributors’  Union  BB-16. 


Two  Show  Fight 

Pittsburgh  — The  Tony  Galento-Joe 
Louis  fight  pictures  opened  Saturday  at 
the  Palace  and  Family  Theatres  with  Re- 
public’s “S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave.”  Fight  pic- 
tures are  distributed  by  Irving  Dietz  and 
George  “B”  Josack  at  1701  Blvd.  of  the 
Allies. 


Has  New  Reilector 

Cleveland — L.  H.  Walters,  manager  of 
the  Cleveland  office  of  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  announces  the  exclusive  dis- 
tribution of  a new  metal  H&S  reflector 
available  for  Peerless  Magnarc  lamps. 
Price  of  the  new  reflector  is  practically 
identical  with  that  of  the  standard  glass 
reflector. 


Injured  by  Baseball 

SciOTOviLLE,  Ohio — J.  Richard,  manager 
of  the  Stanley  Theatre  here,  is  aU  ban- 
daged up  from  some  broken  ribs  after  be- 
ing struck  on  the  chest  by  a baseball. 
Meanwhile,  he’s  waiting  the  arrival  of  a 
new  member  to  the  family  soon. 


WB  Summer  Closing 

Mansfield,  O. — The  Majestic,  one  of  the 
three  houses  operated  here  by  Warner, 
has  been  closed  for  the  summer.  District 
Manager  Frank  Harpster  has  announced. 
Wayne  Williams,  manager,  has  been  as- 
signed to  the  Ohio  and  Madison,  during 
vacations  of  the  managers. 


Shutter  at  Youngstown 

Youngstown,  O.  — The  Park  Theatre 
here  which  has  been  pursuing  a policy  of 
dual  films  had  been  shuttered  for  the  sum- 
mer months.  House  is  the  only  one  here 
with  facilities  for  road  shows. 


Summer  Shutdown  at  Slickville 

Slickville,  Pa. — Slickville  Theatre  has 
closed  for  the  summer.  It  is  possible  that 
it  will  be  reopened  in  the  fall  by  Abie 
Beter. 


Choice  Chore  to  Cromwell 

Hollywood  — RKO  has  signed  John 
Cromwell  to  direct  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,” 
to  be  produced  by  Max  Gordon  and  Harry 
Goetz,  with  Raymond  Massey  in  the  title 
role. 


^HE  Daughters  of  Isabella,  Catholic 

women’s  organization,  have  urged  that 
the  Ohio  senators  vote  for  the  Neely  Bill. 
Announcement  came  from  state  regent’s 
office.  Group  has  some  5,000  members. 

Lloyd  Henricks,  formerly  chief  account- 
ant here  at  old  Paramount  exchange,  is 
reported  transferred  from  Chicago  to 
Dallas  . . . Bob  Seniff,  former  Loew’s 
manager,  is  now  managing  the  Pier  Ball- 
room at  Buckeye  Lake. 

In  a surprise  move  Loew’s  Ohio  joined 
the  double  feature  movement  on  Friday. 
All  indications  were  that  business  had 
been  holding  up  satisfactorily,  and  the 
house  would  continue  with  single  bills. 
Local  dramatic  critics  are  unanimous  in 
their  condemnation  of  the  policy.  'They 
said  it  “couldn’t  happen  here,”  but  every 
house  in  city  is  using  duos. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
Callendine,  operator  of  the  VonDell  in 
Stockport,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson 
Creswell,  operator  of  the  Cozy  in  Cedar- 
ville.  The  Callendines  are  the  proud  par- 
ents of  a baby  girl,  the  Creswells  of  a baby 
boy. 

Freddie  Oestreicher,  Loew’s  press  agent, 
is  on  the  west  coast  . . . And  speaking  of 
those  purveyors  of  superlatives,  the  guy 
that  told  us  Johnny  Barcroft  was  a rank 
amateur  on  the  tennis  courts  certainly 
was  in  error. 

On  Saturday  night  Tent  Two  of  the  Va- 
riety Club  celebrated  the  second  anniver- 
sary of  the  occupancy  of  club  rooms  in  the 
Grand  Theatre  building.  Quite  a shindig, 
with  Bingo  holding  the  spotlight.  Barkers 
like  the  game  so  well  that  the  Saturday 
night  parties  will  be  continued. 

The  Rader  Brothers  have  been  fixing  up 
their  Arcade,  Newark;  Lomex,  Wilmington, 
and  the  Twins,  Waynesville.  Ken  Rader 
has  been  vacationing  at  Port  Clinton  on 
Lake  Erie. 

Twenty-five  film  salesmen  and  branch 
managers  from  Cleveland  were  guests  last 
week  of  Mrs.  Esther  Clark,  owner  of  the 
Community  Theatre,  Cadiz.  Golfing  or 
swimming  was  the  vogue  in  afternoon, 
with  a dinner  "fit  for  a king”  (to  quote 
Bernie  Gardner  of  Paramount)  in  the 
evening,  followed  by  a poker  session. 

During  the  past  week  RKO  removed  all 
of  its  equipment  and  furnishings  from  the 
closed  Majestic,  thus  confirming  statement 
in  this  column  several  weeks  ago  that 
house  will  not  be  reopened  under  the 
chain’s  banner.  However,  there  is  a 
chance  that  a local  independent  operator 
will  take  the  house  for  a second-run. 


Sells  Park  Interest 
Akron,  O. — Allen  T.  Simmons,  for  years 
owner  and  operator  of  the  Allen  Theatre 
here,  and  owner  of  radio  station  WADC, 
has  disposed  of  his  quarter  interest  in 
Summit  Beach  park,  one  of  the  largest 
amusement  parks  in  the  middle  west. 


Nathan  Rosen  Will  Make 
His  Home  in  Florida 

Pittsburgh — Nathan  Rosen,  city  exhi- 
bitor for  many  years,  has  sold  his  home 
and  furnishings  and  has  moved  his  fam- 
ily to  Coral  Gables,  Fla.,  for  permanent 
residence.  In  poor  health  for  some  time, 
Rosen  has  been  in  Florida  for  about  four 
months.  He  has  retained  his  interest 
with  Harry  Hendel  in  the  New  Granada 
Theatre,  Center  Ave. 


lohn  S.  Cooper 

Pittsburgh — Word  is  received  here  of 
the  death  of  John  S.  Cooper,  St.  Michaels, 
Pa.,  exhibitor.  Recently  he  had  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  the  Strand  Theatre,  St. 
Michaels,  to  his  partner,  Mike  Younridge. 
Cooper  had  been  ill  for  some  weeks  at 
Mercy  Hospital,  Altoona,  where  he  died 
last  week. 


Oaks  Floyd  Dead 

Pittsburgh  — Oaks  Floyd,  Follansbee, 
W.  Va.,  exhibitor,  died  here  of  a heart  at- 
tack, local  friends  were  informed.  De- 
ceased was  a brother  of  Glenn  Floyd,  bet- 
ter known  to  the  trade,  who  is  a partner 
with  Joe  Huszar  in  the  operation  of  sev- 
eral Follansbee  theatres  and  the  Roxy, 
Monaca,  Pa. 


Levin  in  100%  Club 

Cleveland — Norman  Levin  of  the  local 
United  Artists  sales  force,  has  been  notified 
that  he  has  been  made  a member  of  the 
UA  100%  club.  Lou  Geiger,  another  of  the 
local  UA  salesmen  also  is  a member. 


Vacations  in  South 

Canton,  O. — Bill  Harwell,  manager  of 
Warner’s  Ohio,  is  vacationing  for  two 
weeks  in  his  home  town,  Atlanta,  Ga.  He 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  local  house  for 
the  past  several  months. 


10  Years  Ago 

IN  PITTSBURGH  

0HUCK  KIEFER  took  over  American  Pos- 
ter Supply  Co.  ten  years  ago  this  week 
. . . Dixie,  Uniontown,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  . . . Pittsburgh  city  council  received 
and  filed  Mayor  Charles  H.  Kline’s  re- 
quest for  Sunday  movies  at  the  parks  . . . 
Meyer  E.  Goldstein,  after  16  years  in  the 
industry,  resigned  his  post  at  Educational 
to  engage  in  the  credit  jewelry  business 
. . . Frank  Panoplos,  Louis  Frankos,  P.  L. 
Gorris  and  Gus  Xides  sold  the  Lyric,  Mc- 
Keesport, to  John  Sowko  . . . Larry  Ja- 
cobs, Dick  Leibert,  Charley  Melson  and 
Dave  Broudy  were  regular  6:30  a.  m.  golf- 
ers ..  . Harry  D.  Harris  assumed  man- 
agement of  the  Cameraphone,  East  Liberty 
. . . The  4 Marx  Bros,  in  their  initial  screen 
appearance,  “The  Cocoanuts,”  playing  at 
the  Grand,  was  the  big  hit  of  the  week. 
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^^Continued  Run”  tor  M&R  Suit 

Boston — Hitting  into  plenty  oi  wcrrm  weather  and  the  half-year  mark,  the  Morse 
and  Rothenberg  anti-trust  case  has  resumed  alter  a prolonged  holiday  weekend. 
Conjecture  is  rife  as  to  how  the  ax  will  fall,  whether  on  the  necks  of  the  plaintiffs 
or  the  defendant  majors,  but  there  is  no  end  in  sight  of  the  trial  and  the  following 
opinion  of  Philip  Hendrick,  master,  to  the  U.  S.  district  court  on  legal  merits. 

Not  the  least  important  factor  in  the  litigation  has  been  the  wholesale  enter- 
ing of  exhibits,  the  majority  procured  by  plaintiff's  attorney  George  S.  Ryan. 


New  Outdoor  Theatre 
Idea  Is  Pondered 

Boston — A new  idea  in  outdoor  theatres 
still  remains  to  be  proved,  as  the  Shrews- 
bury Drive-In  has  got  under  way  without 
incorporation  of  a secondary  structure 
that  would  do  as  a winter  house.  Hurri- 
cane damage  last  fall,  when  the  Shrews- 
bury Drive-In  was  in  process  of  construc- 
tion, was  instrumental  in  the  abandonment 
of  the  experiment. 

The  innovation,  forwarded  by  P.  Ed- 
ward Comi,  who  has  done  the  engineering 
and  has  furnished  the  equipment  at  the 
ozoners  in  which  the  Drive-In  Theatres 
Corp.  has  an  interest,  centers  about  the 
screen  house.  This  is  the  structure  com- 
monly used  to  elevate  the  gigantic  screens 
used  in  automobile  theatres. 

Screens,  in  the  duplex  theatre  idea, 
would  be  of  the  translux  type.  On  the  re- 
verse they  would  provide  a reflecting  ser- 
vice. 

The  screen  house  would  be  so  extended 
that  it  would  virtually  become  a regular 
theatre  building  accommodating  some 
800  seats. 

In  summer,  they  would  contain  neces- 
sary office  and  patron  accommodations. 
In  winter,  it  would  be  the  outdoor  section 
that  would  become  secondary,  the  ramps 
being  utilized  as  parking  spaces. 

The  double  unit  idea,  on  paper  at  least, 
combines  such  advantages  that  its  spon- 
sors believe  it  might  easily  become  the 
thing  as  far  as  automobile  theatres  are 
concerned. 

Incoming  patrons,  using  the  winter 
quarters,  would  transfer  their  automobiles 
to  ushers  and  would  receive  parking 
checks.  After  viewing  performances,  the 
patron  would  give  his  check  number  to 
an  attendant  and  the  latter  would  pro- 
duce the  respective  vehicle. 


Walter  Young  Celebrating 
30th  Year  as  Exhibitor 

Farmington,  N.  H. — Walter  Young,  own- 
er of  the  Strand  here,  is  celebrating  his 
30th  year  as  an  exhibitor. 

Starting  at  the  old  Cosey  Theatre, 
which  stood  where  the  post  office  is  now 
situated  in  Rochester,  he  took  over  the 
local  house  in  1910. 

He  recalls  that  in  the  old  days  he  got  his 
film  and  song  slides  from  Frank  Howard, 
who  once  peddled  balloons  at  Rochester 
Fair  in  Rochester,  near  here,  and  later 
became  a film  distributor  with  offices  at 
564  Washington  St.,  in  Boston. 


Wins  With  Film  Topic 

New  Haven  — Writing  a thesis  to  set 
forth  the  relationship  of  a particular  law 
to  a particular  industry,  Irvin  E.  Bern- 
stein, New  Haven  Yale  Law  School  gradu- 
ate this  year,  discussed  “The  Motion  Pic- 
ture Distributor  and  the  Copyright  Law” 
and  won  the  Nathan  Burkan  Memorial 
prize  of  $100  for  his  thesis. 


Pass  Partial  Bingo 
Bill  in  Connecticut 

Hartford — Governor  Raymond  E.  Bald- 
win of  Connecticut  signed  the  Bingo  bill 
last  week  (J.30),  making  operation  of  the 
“old  corn  game”  legal  for  charitable,  fra- 
ternal, civic  and  veteran  groups,  under  lo- 
cal option  and  police  regulation.  The  bill, 
which  exhibitors  resent  as  unfair  and  dis- 
criminatory, was  a celebrated  issue  in  the 
recent  session  of  the  legislature,  amended 
many  times,  and  finally  passed  in  its 
present  form  by  a close  margin  in  the 
house  and  unanimously  in  the  senate. 

The  film  men  in  the  territory  expressed  a 
“Bingo  for  all  or  none”  view  of  the  matter 
at  the  first  public  hearing  before  the  judi- 
ciary committee,  and  the  bill  was  subse- 
quently changed  to  include  all  operators, 
only  to  be  changed  back  for  the  benefit 
of  organizations  exclusively. 

The  governor  is  said  to  have  studied  the 
bill  in  exhaustive  detail  for  several  days, 
and  to  believe  it  contains  proper  safe- 
guards to  keep  out  promoters  and  rack- 
eteers. The  bill  provides  that  before  Bingo 
can  be  played  in  any  town  or  city,  peti- 
tion by  at  least  five  per  cent  of  the  voters 
must  be  made  to  the  selectmen  prior  to 
September  1.  Approval  must  be  renewed 
annually.  Not  more  than  $250  in  prizes 
can  be  given  in  any  one  day  and  no  cash 
prizes  or  exchange  of  merchandise  for  cash 
are  permitted. 

Theatre  operators,  whose  grosses  al- 
ready are  low,  are  recalling  previous  com- 
petition from  church  and  organization 
Bingo  with  pessimism. 


Several  Alexander  Shilts 
In  New  England  Zone 

Boston — Harry  Snyder,  New  England 
divisional  manager  of  the  Alexander  Film 
Co.,  has  made  a number  of  personnel 
changes  in  this  territory. 

Richard  Vaughn,  whom  Snyder  recent- 
ly broke  in,  has  been  transferred  from 
Maine  and  is  now  cooperating  with  Ralph 
Thomas  in  covering  Rhode  Island.  Nick 
Gordon  now  has  exclusive  reign  in  the 
former  Pine  Tree  state. 

Charles  Seeley,  who  formerly  handled 
Middlesex  county  in  Massachusetts,  has 
been  given  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Plymouth, 
and  Barnstable  counties  in  this  state. 


Surprise  Testimonial 
For  Ralph  Ripley 

Boston — When  Ralph  Ripley,  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Codman  Square  Thea- 
tre <M&P)  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  was 
guest  of  honor  at  a surprise  testimonial 
luncheon  in  Cohasset,  Mass.,  the  occasion 
had  a two-fold  significance.  It  marked 
his  40th  wedding  anniversary  and  his  40th 
year  in  show  business.  Hosts  to  Veteran 
Ripley  were  home  office  employes  of  M&P 
Theatres  and  a delegation  of  managers 
from  District  B (supervised  by  Harry  Was- 
serman)  of  the  M&P  circuit. 

Ripley,  who  celebrates  his  65th  birthday 
this  month,  started  as  an  usher  at  the 
old  Lyceum  Theatre,  Boston,  40  years  ago. 
When  this  house  was  demolished  he  was 
made  manager  of  the  Gayety.  In  1915  he 
became  manager  of  the  ScoUay  Square 
Olympia:  and  in  1920  joined  the  George 
Giles  circuit  as  general  manager,  a posi- 
tion he  held  for  nine  years.  From  here 
he  went  to  the  M&P  circuit  to  manage  the 
Codman  Square,  and  has  held  that  posi- 
tion since  that  time. 

From  the  M&P  home  office,  the  follow- 
ing were  present  at  the  testimonial:  Mar- 
tin Mullin,  Sam  Pinanski,  Edward  Cuddy, 
Marion  Coles,  Edward  Canter,  Tom  Fer- 
moyle,  Hubert  Glidden,  Charles  Bassin, 
Leo  Levenson,  Phil  Seletsky,  Henri 
Schwartzberg,  Harry  Browning,  John  Lof- 
tus.  Cliff  Tinkham,  A1  Bevan  and  Jacob 
Lourie. 

Managers  from  the  district  of  which 
the  Codman  Square  house  is  a unit  were: 
Harold  Friary,  Field’s  Corner  Theatre: 
Frank  Solomont,  Franklin  Theatre:  Ber- 
nard Phillips,  Liberty  Theatre:  Harry 
Goldstein,  Morton  Theatre:  Joseph  Lourie, 
Strand  Theatre:  George  Moffitt,  State 
Theatre:  East  Milton:  John  Concannon, 
Bayside  Theatre,  Hull:  Marvin  Huban, 
Fairmount  Theatre,  Hyde  Park:  Nicholas 
Feenan,  Norfolk  Downs:  and  James  Mc- 
Dermott, Wollaston  Theatre,  Wollaston. 

District  Manager  Wasserman  was  toast- 
master, and  A1  Lourie,  manager  of  the 
Oriental  Theatre,  Mattapan,  was  general 
chairman  of  the  testimonial. 


Now  Reserved 

Boston  — The  mezzanine  of  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre  has  been  reseated  and  re- 
served. The  approximately  85  seats  are 
now  sold  by  George  Kraska  at  25  cents 
above  normal  admission,  going  for  99c 
in  the  evening  and  75  cents  afternoons. 
Joe  Cifre  did  the  renovation  job. 
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^BEL  JACOCKS,  for  the  past  seven 
years  associated  with  William  Hoyt  as 
partner  in  the  operation  of  the  748-seat 
Capitol  Theatre,  East  Haven,  has  termi- 
nated his  connection  with  the  theatre.  Her- 
bert Herr  of  East  Haven,  former  third 
selectman  and  active  in  politics,  but  with 
no  previous  film  experience,  is  Hoyt’s  new 
partner.  The  house  was  operated  from 
1927  to  1932  by  Adolph  G.  Johnson,  now 
of  the  Strand,  Hamden. 

Among  the  200  guests  at  the  George 
Wilkinson  testimonial  luncheon  at  Race 
Brook  Country  Club,  July  11,  are  Barney 
Pitkin,  chairman;  Harry  F.  Shaw,  toast- 
master;  Thomas  J.  Donaldson.  Ben  Simon, 
Edward  Ruff,  John  Pavone,  Morris  Joseph, 
Lou  Wechsler,  Tim  O'Toole.  Nat  Furst. 
George  Rabmowitz.  Philip  Sherman,  I.  Le- 
vine, Irving  C.  Jacocks  jr.,  Sam  Rosen, 
Martin  Keleher,  J . B.  Fishman,  Abe  Fish- 
man, Harry  Fishman,  Selig  Fishman,  Earl 
Wright,  Milton  Hyams,  Morton  Katz.  J. 
DeFazio,  Henry  Germaine,  Ben  Lourie, 
Sam  Germaine,  Sidney  Swirsky,  A.  Titus, 
Richard  Carroll,  Bill  Ca7ielli.  Aiigelo  Lom- 
bardi, Hugh  Maguire,  George  Weber,  Sam 
Weber.  Lou  Philips,  Arthur  Smith,  Lewis 
Gmsberg,  Harry  Schantz,  Morris  Jacobson, 
Charles  Lazarus,  Frank  Mullen,  William 
Brow7i.  Harry  Lavietes,  Adolph  Johnson. 

No  More  Film  Quiz 
Stuff  for  Yankees 

Boston  — Whatever  reaction  is  being 
evoked  in  New  England  by  reports  of  pos- 
sible revival  of  the  Motion  Pictures’  Great- 
est Year  idea  is  preponderantly  negative, 
a survey  conducted  by  this  publication 
shows.  Out  of  more  than  three  score  in- 
formally interviewed,  not  a single  film 
man  came  forth  with  50  per  cent,  or  more, 
kind  words  in  the  sum  total.  It  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  a campaign  along 
the  previous  lines  is  not  without  its  Yan- 
kee adherents,  but  Boxoffice  in  its  brief, 
though  comprehensive,  poll  discovered 
none. 

“Everybody  knows  that  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture ‘Quiz’  was  a flop,”  commented  one 
of  the  territory’s  leading  theatremen  who, 
because  of  affiliations,  preferred  to  re- 
main unidentified.  “Everyone  knows  that 
the  motion  picture  companies  are  making 
features  that  are  just  as  floppy.  What 
the  exhibitor  wants  and  the  public  wants 
is  not  another  contest  but  some  honest- 
to-god  product.  To  hell  with  quizzes.  Let’s 
have  pictures.” 

“The  last  campaign  didn’t  mean  a 
thing,”  said  an  executive  in  one  of  the 
larger  affiliated  circuits,  one  that  tied  in 
extensively  with  the  exploitation  up  to  and 
including  hookings  with  the  broadcast  of 
winners’  names.  “Unless  someone  can 
come  out  with  a brand  new  idea,  the  best 
thing  would  be  to  lay  off.” 

Frank  Perry,  Foxboro  exhibitor,  said,  “I 
took  out  1,000  quiz  books  and  only  got 
rid  of  half  of  them.  I haven’t  heard  any- 
one say  anything  favorable  about  the  last 


A.  Mattes,  Morris  Nunes,  Michael  Sirica, 
Michael  Tomasino. 

Although  the  weather  was  adverse  and 
the  general  admission  $1,  with  75  cents 
extra  for  reserved  seats,  the  Barnum  & 
Bailey-Ringling  Circus  was  more  crowded 
than  ever  before. 

Salvatore  Adorno  has  discontinued  coii- 
struction  of  his  airdrome  theatre,  the 
Modern,  in  Middletown,  whose  opening  was 
promised  for  July  1,  on  complaint  of  the 
corporation  counsel.  The  temporary  in- 
junction was  issued  on  the  basis  of  a city 
ordinaiice  which  declares  a public  build- 
ing must  have  frontage  on  a city  street. 
Meantime  opposing  attorneys  have  sub- 
initted  briefs  and  the  decision  is  expected 
shortly. 

Almost  50  independents  attended  the 
recent  exhibitor  rally,  the  largest  and  most 
successful  meeting  in  many  years  in  this 
territory.  Exhibs  declare  they  will  fight 
increased  film  rentals  with  a united  front. 

When  the  amiual  film  district  outing  ar- 
rives on  August  3,  the  exhibitors  will  be 
ready  with  a soft  ball  team  to  beat  the 
distributors  all  hollow,  it’s  whispered.  Bob 
Schwartz  is  reported  to  be  coaching  a 
crack  team  on  the  q.  t. 


contest  and  certainly  not  about  any  fu- 
ture one.” 

"The  last  one  didn’t  mean  a damn,” 
retorted  William  H.  McLaughlin,  Stone- 
ham  operator.  “I  wouldn’t  go  for  an- 
other one.” 

“Until  such  time  as  exhibitors  and  dis- 
tributors can  get  together  and  work  out 
a practical  admission-pulling  contest,”  ex- 
pressed Arthur  K.  Howard  of  Allied,  “the 
industry  had  better  do  without.  Tire  pro- 
ducers would  do  well  to  remember,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  there  is  no  boxoffice  de- 
pression at  present  that  good  pictures 
won’t  cure.” 

“I  have  nothing  to  say,  and  if  every- 
one has  the  same  antidote,  it  would  be 
grand  for  the  business,”  quipped  Frank 
Lydon,  Allied  eastern  regional  vice-presi- 
dent. "Seriously,  the  biggest  handicap  in 
any  future  contest  would  be  the  bad  repu- 
tation of  the  first.” 

“They  booed  my  trailers  on  the  previous 
Greatest  Year,”  noted  the  manager  of  a 
local  affiliated  first-run.  “That,  in  itself, 
seems  all  the  answer  necessary.” 

“I  gave  that  last  racket  more  newspaper 
and  billboard  publicity  than  I’ve  given  any 
one  thing  within  recent  years,”  said  the 
advertising  manager  of  another  affiliated 
chain.  "I  got  less  results.  As  a matter  of 

fact,  I stood  in  the  lobby  of  the  

Theatre  a couple  of  days  and  heard  kids 
making  birds  at  some  Greatest  Year  dis- 
plays I had  outside.” 

A number  of  showmen  who  were  the 
strongest  supporters  of  the  recent  exploit- 
ation when  it  was  going  were  contacted 
in  an  effort  to  give  a second  slant  to  this 
report.  All  the  slants  were  the  same,  vary- 
ing only  a degree. 

“Nuts,”  one  of  the  latter  exclaimed 
when  asked  his  opinion.  His  only  addi- 
tion was  “Don’t  quote  me.” 


Jack  Schwartz’s  700-seat  West  End, 
Bridgeport,  reopens  this  week  after  an 
extensive  beauty  treatment.  Muirhead’s 
did  the  decoration;  Modern  Theatre 
Equipment  supplied  the  projectors;  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply,  the  blower  system, 
and  Philip  Furst,  the  seat  recovering. 

The  Louis-Galento  fight  pictures  dis- 
tributed by  Connecticut  Films,  are  being 
played  exclusive  by  Loew’s  in  the  Poli 
towns  (except  Springfield  and  Meriden) 
and  Warner’s  in  the  Warner  towns.  In 
New  Haven  and  Worcester,  Loew’s  played 
the  films  for  a week  at  the  A houses,  an- 
other at  the  B,  and  four  days  at  the  subse- 
quent run. 

Loew’s  have  booked  personal  appear- 
ances of  Tex  Fletcher,  Grand  National 
star,  in  conjunction  with  the  playing  of 
“Six  Gun  Rhythm”  at  the  Poli,  Water- 
bury;  Plaza,  Worcester;  Palace,  Meriden; 
Bijou,  New  Haven  and  Globe,  Bridgeport. 
Tex  will  do  his  act  at  all  performances. 

Adolph  Jofmson  of  the  Strand,  Hamden, 
saw  his  son  Bob  off  on  the  S.  S.  Hamburg 
for  a sixweek  tour  of  England,  Finland, 
Germany  and  Sweden  with  the  Ohio  State 
Collegiate  Band,  for  which  he  plays  the 
piano.  Bob  is  also  captain  of  the  Ohio 
State  swimming  team  . . . A.  J.  Tomasino, 
son  of  Michael,  will  receive  gratis  train- 
ing at  Daykarhayiova  School  of  Acting  in 
exchange  for  services  at  the  Westchester 
Playhouse  this  summer  . . . Sidney  Lax, 
Columbia  shipper,  is  recuperating  from  a 
throat  mfection  after  a short  stay  at  the 
hospital  . . . Frank  McDermott  went  to 
the  ’Frisco  fair  when  he  doffed  his  film 
buildmg  elevator  operator’s  uniform  for  a 
vacation. 

The  Dr.  J.  B.  Fishmans  celebrated  their 
15th  wedding  anniversary  in  New  York  . . . 
Barney  Pitkin  says  the  much-talked-of 
cuisine  at  the  French  Pavilion  at  the 
World’s  Pair  doesn’t  hold  a candle  to  his 
wife’s  . . . The  RKO  conventioneers  were 
guests  of  the  company  at  the  Fair  and  at 
“Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois”  . . . Charlie  La- 
zarus was  seen  of  the  golf  links  daily  dur- 
ing his  recent  vacation. 

Hartford-Comiecticut  Trust  Co.,  co-ex- 
ecutive of  the  estate  of  the  late  theatre 
magnate,  Sylvester  Z.  Poli.  has  applied  in 
the  probate  court  for  adjustment  of  a 
claim  of  $75,611  of  the  Poli  estate  against 
the  New  Engla?id  Iron  Works. 

Ben  Lourie  of  Columbia  came  in  second 
with  low  gross  in  the  Meadowbrook  Coun- 
try Club  tournament  last  Saturday.  Prizes 
will  be  awarded  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

Ruth  Goldberg  of  the  RKO  office  leaves 
next  week  for  a vacation  at  Camp  Kopek 
. . . Other  RKO  vacationers  are  Mary 
O’Daynik,  June  25  to  July  1,  and  July  16 
to  22;  Harry  Schantz,  July  23  to  29  and 
August  27  to  September  2;  Hugh  Maguire, 
July  30  to  August  5 and  August  13  to  19; 
Maybelle  Dwyer,  August  20  to  26;  Homer 
Downey,  August  6 to  19;  Gertrude  Sulli- 
van,  July  2 fo  8;  Katherine  Higgins,  July 
23  to  August  5;  Betty  Gannon,  August  20 
to  September  2. 
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Boston  Building  Code 
Proposal  Drastic 

Boston  — A proposed  Boston  building 
code,  several  sections  of  which  directly 
affect  the  motion  picture  industry,  is  be- 
ing studied  by  a special  legislative  com- 
mittee. If  passed,  the  regulations  will 
supplant  outmoded  theatre  and  exchange 
building  laws  enacted  in  1907. 

The  bill  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  forma- 
tion ten  years  ago  of  a committee  of  arch- 
itects, engineers,  and  building  contrac- 
tors. A report  was  issued  in  1932,  and  the 
first  proposed  building  code  was  submit- 
ted to  the  Massachusetts  legislature  four 
years  ago.  It  has  annually  failed  to  pass. 

Motion  picture  theatres,  under  the  reg- 
ulations, would  have  to  be  built  of  incom- 
bustible materials  in  all  construction  parts. 
Exterior  walls  and  frames  would  be  of 
four-way  fire  resistive  construction,  while 
floors  and  roofs  would  be  of  three-way 
fire  resistive  construction,  and  would 
furnish  protection  of  three-way  fire  re- 
sistive substances  against  the  spread  of 
fire. 

If  any  theatre  were  renovated  to  the 
extent  of  50  per  cent  of  its  fiscal  value, 
the  entire  building  would  then  have  to 
conform  with  provisions  of  the  code.  All 
new  buildings  would  come  under  the  regu- 
lations. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


^ GROUP  of  full-blooded  Hopi  Indians, 
including  a tiny  papoose,  appeared  as 
a stage  attraction  at  the  State  in  Man- 
chester, June  24.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  Miss  Edythe  Sterling,  interpre- 
ter and  government  custodian.  The  thea- 
tre omitted  its  feature  picture  to  allow  the 
Redskins  to  present  their  various  dances 
in  full  tribal  regalia. 

Governor’s  Councillor  Albert  J.  Precourt 
of  Manchester  recently  accompanied  his 
old  friend,  Charles  A.  Vallee  of  Westbrook, 
Me.,  on  a visit  in  New  York  with  the  lat- 
ter’s son,  a young  fellow  named  Rudy. 

Another  Manchester  man,  much  out  of 
the  limelight  in  recent  years — Zo  Eliott — 
addressed  a recent  meeting  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Men’s  Club  in  the  Queen  City.  Once 
upon  a time,  he  wrote  a ditty  called 
“There’s  a Long,  Long  'Trail.” 

A new  air-conditioning  system  has  been 
installed  at  the  Strand  in  Farmington. 

The  boys  at  the  Scenic  in  Rochester  are 
wishing  Ray  Allard  of  Plymouth,  Mass., 
foreman  in  charge  of  recent  alterations 
there,  was  back  again.  While  he  was 
around,  they  fondly  recall,  galloping 
dominoes  could  be  indulged  in  with  the 
abandon  of  a Volstead  cocktail,  but  now 
the  coppers  seem  different. 

The  Broadway  in  Dover  reports  installa- 
tion of  a new  air-conditioning  system. 

New  seats  for  250  have  been  added  at 
the  Garden  Theatre  in  Laconia,  sister 
house  of  the  Colonial.  Miss  Evelyn  Poirier 
has  charge  of  the  Garden. 


JJARRY  BROWNING,  publicity  chief  for 
M&P  Theatres,  escorted  a group  of  fea- 
ture writers  from  Boston  newspapers  to 
the  premiere  of  “Man  About  Town”  in 
Waukegan,  111.  Joe  Dinneen,  Globe;  Jim 
McEneny,  American;  Carl  Warton,  Her- 
ald; and  George  Beal,  Post,  made  the  trip 
by  plane. 

Lou  Brown,  pinch-hitting  in  the  Loew 
Theatres  publicity  office  for  Joe  DiPesa, 
has  returned  to  New  Haven,  with  DiPesa 
again  in  the  driver’s  seat  after  a leave  of 
absence. 

Keith  Memorial  showing  the  Louis-Ga- 
lento  fight  pictures.  First  time  this  house 
has  shown  fight  films  in  several  years. 
Harry  Asher,  handling  the  bookings  un- 
der the  name  of  “Sports  Films”  has  plac- 
ed them  in  the  M&P  circuit,  Warner  thea- 
tres, Snider  circuit,  Lockwood  & Gordon 
chain,  and  the  Interstate  Theatres. 

Harry  Segal  of  Imperial  Pictures  back 
from  New  York  after  lining  up  next  sea- 
son’s product. 

Stuart  Theatre  in  downtown  Boston  has 
been  air-conditioned. 

Jack  Saef,  publicity  director  of  the 
Paramount  Theatre,  has  moved  to  Hull, 
Mass,  for  the  summer  months. 

Little  Theatre  in  Salisbury  Beach,  N.  H., 
operated  by  John  Carroll,  is  running  16 
mm  films,  with  special  children’s  shows 
in  the  morning. 

The  Playhouse  at  Seituate  Harbor,  Mass, 
(a  Lockwood  & Gordon  house)  is  now  run- 
ning kid  morning  shows  Wednesdays. 

William  St.  Lawrence,  foreman  of  the 
Four-Star  Program  Co.,  became  a father 
to  a six-pound  boy  June  30.  It’s  his  first, 
and  has  been  named  William  jr. 

Lou  Kenny,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Paramount  here,  on  vacation  for  two 
weeks. 

Marcel  Mekelburg,  Grand  National 
branch  manager  and  finance  officer  of 
the  Theatrical  Post  of  the  American  Le- 
gion, has  announced  his  intention  of  tak- 
ing out  a hunting  license.  When  asked  if 
he  didn’t  mean  a fishing  license,  Mekel- 
burg explained  that  what  he  really  hoped 
to  bag  were,  what  he  describes  “as  an  ex- 
tremely shy  specimen  of  memberitis  de- 
linquents.” They  may  be  easily  identi- 
fied, said  Mekelburg,  because  they  do  not 
carry  a 1939  Theatrical  Post  membership 
card,  signifying  paid  dues.  Mekelburg  is 
using  a double-barrel  Waterman. 

The  Warner  Club,  made  up  of  employes 
of  the  Warner  film  exchange  here,  will 
stage  its  annual  all-day  outing  at  the 
Mayflower  Hotel  in  Plymouth,  July  12.  A 
number  of  exhibitors  from  this  area  will  be 
their  guests. 

Sayde  Gotz,  for  years  executive  secre- 
tary with  Warner  Theatres  locally,  has 
been  doing  relief  work  with  M-G-M. 

Harry  Browning,  advertising  manager 
for  the  M&iP  Theatres  Corp.,  is  an  expert 
on  maximum  coverage  for  minimum  ex- 
penditure. Browning  recently  needed  a 


T O M 

radio  for  his  automobile,  another  for  what 
he  pleases  to  call  his  yacht,  and  an  extra 
one  for  his  home.  He  exited  from  the  di- 
lemma with  a single  portable  battery  set. 

Roy  E.  Heffner,  Bank  Night  distributor, 
was  in  New  York  City  to  meet  his  mother 
and  sister,  east  from  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Douglass  Montgomery  was  with  ‘'Night 
Must  Fall”  at  the  Bass  Rocks  Theatre  in 
Gloucester.  Fay  Wray  and  Hume  Cronyn 
in  “Kiss  the  Boys  Goodbye”  at  Skowhegan, 
Me.  Ethel  Barrymore  and  “Whiteoaks”  at 
the  Deertrees  Theatre  in  Harrison,  also 
in  the  Pine  Tree  state. 


THE  ONLY  THING 

WE  HAVEN’T  GOT 
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THIS  WEEK  WE  MEET 


New  England  Hopes 
On  Tourist  Trade 


In  the  storm  and  stress  of  the  modern 
business  world,  it  is  difficult  to  find  a man 
who  emerges  successful,  and  with  the  re- 
spect and  good  will  of  all.  That  distinc- 
tion belongs  to  George  H.  Wilkinson, 
operator  of  the  Wilkinson  Theatre,  Wal- 
lingford, “Connecticut’s  pioneer  exhibi- 
tor.” To  express  the  sincere  high  regard 
in  which  Meadow  St.  and  the  entire  New 
Haven  exhibition  territory  holds  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  a testimonial  luncheon  has 
been  planned  at  Race  Brook  Country  Club 
on  July  11,  which  approximately  200  rep- 
resentatives of  the  business  and  allied 
fields  will  attend.  If  our  history  is  cor- 
rect, this  is  the  first  Connecticut  event  of 
this  magnitude  to  honor  an  independent 
exhibitor.  A testimonial  scroll  and  other 
visible  tokens  have  been  prepared  to  com- 
memorate it.  A real  American  type  suc- 
cess story,  in  which  hard  work,  merit,  and 
honorable  dealings  obtain  their  just  re- 
ward, has  led  up  to  it. 

To  America  at  Two 

George  Wilkinson  was  born  in  Birming- 
ham, England,  almost  81  years  ago.  He 
came  to  this  country  when  he  was  two 
years  old,  and  followed  the  arrow  point- 
ing to  Wallingford  when  he  was  18.  Here 
he  worked  on  a farm  for  some  time,  and 
later  served  in  the  National  Guard,  retir- 
ing with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  Ambitious 
to  get  started  in  the  business  w'orld,  he  en- 
tered the  bottling  business  on  a small 
scale,  selling  soda  and  beer  at  retail.  He 
also  tried  his  hand  at  the  bill-posting  busi- 
ness, which  he  later  sold  out  to  the  United 
Advertising  Corp.  of  New  Haven. 

His  shrewdest  hunch,  however,  came 
when  he  saw  the  possibilities  of  making 
amusement  pay,  at  the  old  Wallingford 
Opera  House  in  1890.  One  can  only  con- 
clude that  it  took  plenty  of  showmanship 
to  make  a go  of  the  venture  when  one 
realizes  that  the  auditorium  was  three 
flights  up.  The  new  operator  played  all 
the  leading  legitimate  shows  of  those  days 
in  one-night  stands,  booked  all  the  big 
traveling  minstrels,  and  gave  his  custom- 
ers the  utmost  in  gay  nineties  thrills. 
Once  he  even  succeeded  in  getting  two  real 
horses  up  to  his  third  floor  stage  for  a 
“StiU  Alarm”  act  which  required  a mad 
dash  of  horseflesh  to  save  the  heroine. 
How  he  did  it  is  an  unsolved  mystery. 

Into  Films  in  1910 

Before  long,  Wilkinson  had  sold  himself 
completely  on  the  business,  not  to  men- 
tion selling  Wallingford  on  the  Wilkin- 
sons. By  1910  he  had  gone  into  pictures, 
once-a-week  policy,  with  films  furnished 
by  William  DeVry,  for  it  wasn’t  until  a 
few  years  later  that  the  New  Haven  film 
center  had  its  inception.  In  a short  time, 
the  Opera  House  had  daily  films,  with  ad- 
mission on  the  grand  scale  of  five  and  ten 
cents.  When  the  amusement  tax  went 
into  effect,  prices  rose  sharply  to  seven 
and  twelve  cents. 

From  the  beginning,  Mrs.  Wilkinson  and 
George  jr.  have  given  their  capable  assist- 
ance, and  to  them  belongs  a good  share 
of  this  success  story. 

By  December,  1921  the  Wilkinsons  had 


-GEORGE  H.  WILKINSON 

outgrown  the  old  Opera  House  and  de- 
cided to  erect  a modern  theatre  of  their 
own  nearby.  Construction  of  the  new 
1408-seat  Wilkinson  Theatre  was  started 
in  May,  1922  and  completed  in  Septem- 
ber, 1923.  The  house  is  equipped  for 
operation  of  stage  shows  and  movies  both, 
and  was  recently  completely  renovated 
with  new  marquee,  chairs,  black  glass 
front  and  other  modern  additions.  The 
Wilkinsons  were  among  the  first  to  put 
in  sound  equipment,  and  have  always  held 
to  the  policy  of  buying  the  best  for  their 
theatre. 

The  operator  has  always  bought  from 
all  exchanges,  and  exchange  men  state 
he  has  bought  without  trouble  and  booked 
and  run  his  pictures  in  order.  The  350- 
seat  Strand  is  the  only  other  theatre  ever 
to  operate  in  the  town  of  Wallingford,  al- 
though operation  was  spasmodic  and 
never  successful.  A few  years  ago,  the 
Wilkinsons  acquired  the  small  house,  and 
now  keep  it  dark. 

Meadow  St.  has  many  stories  of  Wilk- 
inson’s considerate  character.  One  con- 
cerns the  lady  piano  player  at  the  Opera 
House,  who  was  always  called  for  and 
sent  home  in  a hack,  hired  by  the  exhibi- 
tor, on  rainy  days.  Stories  of  such  cour- 
tesies are  multiplied  in  number  and  ex- 
tent by  present  and  former  employes,  by 
townspeople,  by  those  he  has  contacted  in 
the  trade. 

They’ve  been  saying  it  for  a long  time 
now  along  Filmrow  “George  Wilkinson  is 
a grand  man.”  'The  testimonial  party  is 
intended  to  give  tangible  evidence  of  how 
they  really  feel  about  it. 


New  England  Exhibitors 
To  Hear  Transcriptions 

Boston — New  England  exhibitors  will 
hear,  by  electrical  transcription,  the  ac- 
tual speeches  of  trade  leaders  who  spoke 
at  the  Allied  States  convention,  June  13-15, 
when  they  hold  a special  meeting  here 
this  month.  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc. 
is  arranging  the  post-convention  meeting 
as  soon  as  the  transcriptions  are  available. 

It  will  be  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  New  England  exhibitors  organiza- 
tion that  speeches  will  be  transmitted  by 
this  remote-control  method  from  the  main 
convention  city  to  the  divisional  head- 
quarters. Speeches  will  run  about  an  hour 
and  a half,  it  is  estimated,  and  most  of 
these  will  be  the  various  talks  on  the  code 
and  it  rejection  by  the  convention. 


Three  Are  Transferred 

New  Haven — Edward  Lynch  of  the  War- 
ner, Bridgeport,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  managership  of  the  Warner,  Worces- 
ter, while  Howard  Pettingill  of  the  Wor- 
cester house,  takes  over  the  Bridgeport. 
Samuel  Cooperstein,  of  the  contact  office 
in  New  Haven,  has  been  appointed  assist- 
ant manager  at  the  Warner,  Worcester. 


Boston — New  England  theatre  men  hope 
to  cash  in  on  the  six  million  visitors  that 
are  expected  here  this  summer.  Boston 
normally  entertains  two  million  people 
during  the  summer,  but  it  is  expected  that 
triple  this  number,  attracted  from  the 
World’s  Fair,  will  be  on  hand  July  and 
August. 

A publicity  committee  has  been  seeking 
to  heighten  the  influx  by  spot  radio  an- 
nouncements throughout  the  country,  by 
newspaper  advertising  from  Boston  to 
Minneapolis,  and  by  Retail  Board  and  Bos- 
ton Chamber  of  Commerce  cooperation. 

No  less  than  26,000  people  have  already 
written  to  the  former  organization  about 
coming  here,  while  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce estimates  that  Boston  will  draw 
87,000  visitors  within  the  next  few  weeks. 
Theatre  men  are  cooperating  extensively 
in  the  exploitation. 


^HE  Paramount  shipping  exchange  here 
has  closed.  Donald  Sweeney,  manager 
of  the  film  depot,  and  his  assistant,  Wal- 
ter Dyer,  were  transferred  to  the  Boston 
office.  William  Erbb,  New  England  di- 
vision manager,  supervised  the  closing. 

The  Sunday  movie  question  was 
brought  to  the  fore  again  when  a public 
hearing  was  held  at  City  Hall  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  weekly  city  council  meet- 
ing. Harry  Botwick,  State  Theatre  man- 
ager, who  was  vacationing  at  New  Haven, 
made  a special  trip  to  Portland  so  he  would 
be  present. 

The  light-harness  opening  at  Narra- 
gansett  Park,  Gorham,  July  1,  attracted 
some  1,200  persons.  Pari-mutuel  betting 
reached  $12,414. 

Barbara  Casey,  secretary  to  A.  J.  Mor- 
eau, district  MhP  manager,  is  spending 
the  weekend  with  her  sister  in  Hartford 
. . . Herbert  Sanborn,  formerly  connected 
loith  the  State  Theatre  and  now  with  Para- 
mount in  New  York  City,  is  vacationing 
in  Maine  . . . Esther  Jordan,  State  cash- 
ier, has  chosen  camp  life  on  Peaks  Island 
as  her  method  of  gaining  relaxation  and 
a healthy  coat  of  tan,  beginning  July  3. 

Arthur  Allaire,  relief  manager  for  M&P, 
who  is  in  Portland  subbing  for  Harry  Bot- 
wick, State  Theatre  manager,  leaves  July 
10  for  Dover,  N.  H.,  to  replace  Mel  Mor- 
rison of  the  Strand.  From  there  Allaire 
expects  to  return  to  Maine  to  give  Fred 
Eugley  of  the  Star  at  Westbrook,  a chance 
to  do  a little  fishing,  etcetera,  between 
July  24  and  August  5. 

Bill  Benjamin,  NS  salesman,  and  Mrs. 
Benjamin  hit  Portland  this  week  for  the 
first  time  since  their  vacation,  spent  in 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  New  York.  Alas! 
the  rest  period  apparently  hasn’t  improved 
Bill’s  golf. 
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Texas  Allied  Heads 
Will  Meel  July  11 

Dallas — Board  of  directors  of  the  Al- 
lied Theatre  Owners  of  Texas  will  meet 
in  the  Dallas  headquarters  on  Tuesday, 
July  11,  according  to  a call  issued  Wed- 
nesday by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president,  who 
remains  president  of  the  state  organiza- 
tion in  addition  to  heading  the  national 
body. 

Among  other  things  the  state  directors 
will  take  up  recommendations  made  re- 
cently by  the  national  board  in  reference 
to  the  code.  Cole  said. 

The  Texas  directors  are:  Cole,  Rubin 
Frels,  of  Victoria;  Henry  Hall,  Beeville; 
L.  M.  Threet,  Lufkin;  Mrs.  Marthe  Mc- 
Spadden,  Electra;  R.  N.  Smith,  Mission; 
A.  W.  Lilly,  Greenville;  W.  A.  Mauldin, 
Lubbock;  Lonnie  Legg,  Denison;  Homer 
Mulkey,  Clarendon;  Roy  Howell,  Coleman; 
Ray  Jennings,  Hondo;  Otto  Schmidt,  Ma- 
son; W.  J.  Chesher,  Littlefield;  T.  W. 
Lewis,  Texarkana;  Will  Dorbrandt,  Athens; 
L.  C.  Tidball,  Ft.  Worth;  C.  M.  Cooper, 
Mart;  Henry  Sparks,  Cooper;  Mrs.  T. 
Donnell,  Stephenville;  and  P.  V.  Williams, 
Munday. 


O'Donnell  Not  Denied  Floor 
At  Convention.  Says  Cole 

Dallas — Commenting  on  certain  criti- 
cisms that  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  general  mana- 
ger of  Interstate  circuit,  was  denied  the 
privilege  of  addressing  the  Allied  conven- 
tion in  Minneapolis,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied 
national  president  and  chairman  of  the 
convention,  said; 

“Mr.  O’Donnell  never  asked  for  the  floor 
nor  was  there  any  intimation  he  wanted 
to  speak.  Had  anyone  advised  me  at  any 
time  he  desired  to  talk  he  would  have 
been  given  that  opportunity.  Or  had  Mr. 
O’Donnell  risen  to  his  feet  for  recogni- 
tion he  would  have  been  recognized  and 
certainly  allowed  to  speak.  It  was  an  open 
forum  meeting  and  anyone  had  the  right 
to  talk  if  they  so  desired.” 


Hearing  for  Writ  Against 
"Conquest"  Is  Denied 

Houston — Hearing  in  the  case  of  An- 
drew Jackson  Houston  asking  an  injunc- 
tion against  Republic  Pictures  of  Texas 
prohibiting  further  exhibition  of  the  film, 
“Man  of  Conquest,”  was  denied  here  last 
week  in  district  court.  Houston’s  damage 
suit,  however,  against  Republic,  Interstate, 
Hoblitzelle  and  O’Donnell  will  be  tried  at 
a later  date.  Houston  asks  $100,000,  claim- 
ing the  picture  refiected  on  the  characters 
of  his  parents.  General  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Houston. 

Berrymans  Plan  a New 
Bartlesville  House 

Bartlesville,  Okla. — Plans  for  a new 
theatre  here  to  be  erected  by  the  Berry- 
man Bros,  and  the  Griffith  Amusement 
Co.,  were  revealed  by  W.  L.  Berryman, 
following  expiration  of  his  lease  on  the 
Odeon  Theatre  and  resultant  conversion  of 
the  Liberty,  also  operated  by  the  Berry- 
mans, into  the  “A”  product  outlet. 

It  is  reported  that  Mrs.  Blanche  Cutler, 
owner  of  the  Odeon  building,  will  return 
here  from  Dallas  and  operate  a theatre. 


M.  D.  Cook  Re-equips 

Strawn,  Tex. — M.  D.  Cook,  who  recent- 
ly took  over  the  Rex  here,  is  re-equipping 
the  theatre. 


Double  Bills  Invade 
Wichita  Falls,  Tex. 

Wichita  Falls — Although  double  bills 
have  never  before  been  run  in  this  city, 
the  practice  will  start  with  a bang  this 
week  with  Texas  Consolidated  Theatres 
(Interstate)  starting  them  in  the  State, 
Strand  and  Gem.  Programs  will  be  chang- 
ed three  times  a week  with  the  circuit 
using  an  average  of  about  22  films  every 
seven  days  in  this  town.  The  Majestic,  “A” 
house,  will  continue  with  single  features, 
according  to  City  Manager  George  Wat- 
son. 

V.  E.  Hamm,  independent  operator,  will 
start  double  bills  in  his  Texan  and  Ritz 
theatres  this  week  and  will  open  the  Roxy 
on  the  weekend  for  that  purpose,  he  said, 
and  figures  he  will  use  16  films  a week. 
Hamm  said  he  has  never  before  shown 
doubles  in  Wichita  but  has  shown  them 
in  all  other  theatres  he  has  operated. 

Hamm  said  he  closed  a lease  last  week 
for  the  State  Theatre  which  now  is  being 
operated  by  Texas  Consolidated.  He  says 
he  has  given  the  circuit  an  additional  30 
days  for  use  of  the  house  but  will  close 
it  down  August  1 for  complete  remodeling 
and  installation  of  modern  equipment. 
There  will  be  1,000  seats  including  balcony. 
The  house  will  be  operated  as  a family 
type  theatre  and  with  its  big  stage  equip- 
ped to  handle  any  attraction  that  might 
be  on  the  road,  Hamm  said. 


Two  Dallas  Houses  Switch 
Policies;  Change  Prices 

Dallas — Two  Elm  Street  theatres  switch- 
ed policies  Friday,  according  to  local  an- 
nouncement, and  with  a new  price  sched- 
uled for  each  house.  The  Rialto,  formerly 
a second-run,  is  shifted  to  first  run  and  the 
Melba  from  first  to  second  showings. 

The  Rialto  prices  are  to  be  changed  to 
15  cents  till  1:00  p.  m.;  25  cents  from  1:00 
to  6:00,  and  25-35  cents  to  closing.  The 
Melba  goes  to  all  seats  15  cents  to  1:00 
p.  m.;  and  15  and  25  till  closing. 

Both  houses  will  open  at  9:45  a.  m.  every 
week  day  and  at  12:45  on  Sundays. 


Open  Fox,  Sherman 

Sherman,  Tex. — Max  Burger  has  opened 
the  Fox  here.  His  personnel  includes  Mrs. 
Burger  in  the  ticket  booth,  with  Lon 
Davis  and  Cecil  Miller  of  Ardmore,  the 
projectionists. 


Enjoy  RKO  World  Fair  Hospitality — 

Above,  Nat  L.  Williams  of  Interstate  Enterprises  in  Thomasville,  Ga..  operat- 
ing the  Rose  Theatre,  and  his  wife  and  son  are  pictured  in  the  RKO  Radio 
lounge  room  maintained  for  exhibitors  visitmg  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 
Below  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Lowenstein  and  family  of  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment circuit  Ardmore,  Okla.,  interests. 
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Dallas  Variety  Picnic 
Is  Eagerly  Awaited 


Exhibition  Gets  Production  Look — 

Howard  Waugh,  Warner  theatre  zone  manager  in  the  Memphis  territory, 
(second  from  left)  and  a group  of  friends  chat  with  Frank  McHugh  (right) 
on  the  set  of  “On  Your  Toes”  at  the  Warner  studio  in  Burbank.  Waugh  was 
a recent  visitor  to  the  film  colony. 


Dallas  — Appetites  are  being  whetted 
and  film  atWetes  are  improving  their  skill 
all  in  anticipation  of  the  Variety  Club’s 
big  picnic  for  theatre  and  exchange  em- 
ployes starting  at  1 p.  m.,  Saturday,  July 
15,  in  Vickery  Park,  about  eight  miles 
north  of  town. 

Exclusive  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  park  by  Harry  Sachs,  Interstate  book- 
er, and  general  picnic  chairman,  working 
with  members  of  the  location  committee 
which  included  Charley  Dees  and  T.  P. 
Tidwell. 

Activities  will  start  off  with  a soft  ball 
game  between  expert  players  of  exchanges 
on  one  side  and  circuits  on  the  other. 

On  undraped  backs  of  plow  mules,  ex- 
change managers  and  Variety  members 
will  form  one  team  and  film  salesmen  the 
other.  Horseshoe  pitching,  three  legged 
races,  a potato  race  and  Bingo  will  be 
events  straight  down  the  line. 

Something  between  $300  and  $400  in 
prizes  will  be  offered  to  contest  winners 
with  the  funds  donated  by  Interstate, 
Robb  & Rowley,  East  Texas  and  Jefferson, 
and  Griffith.  There  will  be  plenty  to  eat 
and  drink. 

Employes  of  film  exchanges  and  thea- 
tres only  will  be  guests  up  to  7 p.  m. 
After  seven  “the  whole  family”  is  invited, 
according  to  General  Chairman  Sachs. 

Other  committee  members  for  the  pic- 
nic are  Charles  Meeker.  Roy  Litsey,  A.  V. 
Philbin,  Roy  Sachs,  Robert  Helms,  Lowell 
Russell,  A.  M.  Whicher,  W.  J.  Cammer, 
and  R.  Payne. 


Republic  Title  Change 

Hollywood — Republic’s  “Raiders  of  the 
Wasteland,”  now  in  the  cutting  room,  has 
been  retitled  “The  New  Frontier.” 


A.  LIGHTMAN,  president  of  Malco 
Theatres,  who  is  at  present  vacation- 
ing in  Los  Angeles  and  Hollywood,  has 
just  been  advised  by  wire  that  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  Alumni  of  Van- 
derbilt University. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this  week: 
Ned  Greene  of  the  Legion,  Mayfield;  Orris 
Collins,  Paragould;  W.  T.  Ellis,  Ellis  and 
Regent,  Cleveland,  Miss.;  Jack  Wilbanks, 
Walnut,  Miss.;  W.  W.  Davis,  Grove,  Holly 
Grove,  Ark.;  Burris  Smith,  Imperial  Po- 
cahontas, Ark.;  W.  H.  Kaver  jr..  Von  at 
Booneville,  Miss.;  Norman  Fair,  Somer- 
ville; Tom  Ford,  Rector,  Ark.,  and  Charles 
Canfield,  McCrory,  Ark. 

Monday  was  Ladies’  Day  at  the  Variety 
Club  Luncheon.  RKO  supplied  the  enter- 
tainment and  A1  Avery  was  “King  for 
the  Day.” 


W.  F.  Ruffin,  who  operates  a number 
of  theatres  in  West  Tenn.  and  Ky.,  is  at 
present  in  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Mem- 
phis, after  having  undergone  an  operation 
several  days  ago.  Miss  Frances  McBride, 
his  secretary,  who  is  taking  care  of  things 
during  his  illness,  advised  this  week  that 
the  “no  visitors  allowed”  sign  would  be 
removed  the  latter  part  of  the  week  and 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  see  his  many 
friends. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Brewer,  who  operates  the 
colored  house  in  Tunica  and  Clarksdale, 
was  in  this  week  and  advised  that  she 
was  “pinch  hitting”  for  her  husband,  who 
was  off  playing  baseball  this  summer. 

Chalmers  Cullins,  together  with  Mrs. 
Cullins  of  the  Orpheum  and  Savoy,  Mem- 
phis, are  off  for  a three-week  vacation. 
Their  itinerary  was  rather  incomplete  at 
the  time  of  their  departure,  other  than 
that  they  would  spend  several  days  in  Den- 
ver, where  their  daughter.  Ruby  Mai,  is 
singing  with  an  orchestra  there.  They  also 
anticipate  seeing  the  Los  Angeles  fair,  as 
well  as  finding  out  what  makes  the  wheels 
go  round  m the  studios,  as  they  were  well 
armed  with  permits  to  visit  a number  of 
the  studios. 

M.  S.  McCord,  vice-president  of  Malco 
Theatres,  who  makes  his  headquarters  in 
N.  Little  Rock,  was  in  Memphis  this  week 
conferring  with  M.  A.  Lightman  prior  to 
his  departure  for  the  west  coast. 

This  week  finds  many  faces  absent  from 
their  desks  due  to  vacations,  among  whom 
are:  Paul  Glisson,  cashier  at  Fox;  Mary 
Eleanor  Williams,  cashier  at  Monogram; 
Juayiita  Scruggs,  biller  at  Warner’s;  Ed 
Interbitzen,  shipper  at  Republic;  Mack 
Jackson,  shipper  at  National  Screen  . . . 
Hazel  Schaible  is  the  new  secretary  at 
the  local  R&R  office. 

R.  B.  Gooch,  who  operates  the  theatre 
in  Selmer,  Tenn.,  has  been  a patient  of 
the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Memphis  for  the 
past  week.  However,  the  latest  report  is 

(Continued  on  page  70) 
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ATIL  AMT  A 

XJARRY  BALLANCE,  popular  20th-Pox 
southern  district  head,  is  recuperating 
at  home  from  a recent  operation  . . . 
Genial  Riley  Davis  is  back  on  the  job  after 
undergoing  a tonsillotomy. 

Guy  Brown  has  returned  from  a New 
Orleans  trip  . . . Paul  Bryan  has  opened 
his  air-tent  theatre,  a traveling  unit  . . . 
Mrs.  Louise  Sumlin,  formerly  of  the  GN 
office,  has  assumed  new  duties  on  the  staff 
of  Republic. 

Jimmy  Campbell,  Paramount  salesman, 
is  on  a south  Georgia  trip  . . . Harry 
Silverman,  of  Oklahoma  City,  has  ob- 
tained southeastern  rights  for  “Tell  Your 
Children.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Carter,  of  the  Brook- 
haven  Theatre,  are  vacationing  in  Florida 
. . . James  W.  Blackwell,  manager  of  the 
Cherokee  Theatre,  Augusta,  announces  the 
house  indefinitely  closed. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Lyons,  GN  cashier,  has 
returned  from  vacation  . . . Pete  Adams, 
Martin  Theatres  general  manager,  was  in 
town  for  a day. 

Happy  (Pappy)  Barnes,  UA  Alabama 
salesman,  was  in  Atlanta  over  the  weekend 
. . . R.  B.  Wilby  and  W.  K.  Jenkins  will 
be  hosts  to  Variety  Club  members  at  a 
dinner  in  Atlanta  July  15. 

Frank  P.  Bryan,  manager  of  the  Clay 
Theatre,  Green  Cove  Springs,  Fla.,  was  on 
the  Row  booking  last  week.  Frank  has  just 
finished  renovating  the  front  of  his  house. 
He  says  it  shines  like  a 10-karat  diamond. 

John  Jenkins  is  back  in  town  after  a 
trip  through  the  territory  . . . W.  H.  Kim- 
berly has  returned  from  Chattanooga  . . . 
Fred  Jack,  Warner  southern  district  man- 
ager at  Dallas,  was  in  town  for  a couple 
of  days  last  week. 

M.  J.  Barranco,  manager  of  the  Roxy, 
was  given  a grand  sendoff  to  New  York, 
where  he  will  direct  a show  at  the  World’s 
Fair.  The  Roxy  is  closed  until  Septem- 
ber 1,  when  it  will  reopen  with  stage  shows 
and  feature  pictures. 

Arthur  C.  Bromberg,  Republic  president, 
reports  a successful  trip  to  New  Orleans. 

Lee  Fuhrman,  Atlanta  Boxoffice  rep- 
resentative, and  his  lovely  bride,  the  for- 
mer Miss  Nell  Maxwell,  have  returned  from 
a honeymoon  trip  to  Piedmont  Park. 

J.  S.  Carscallen  is  around  town,  from 
New  Orleans.  Pete  Cox,  RKO  booker 
in  Atlanta,  has  been  transferred  to  New 
Orleans,  succeeding  Carscallen  . . . Claire 
Hilgers  is  back  from  Florida. 

Charlie  Touschon,  UA  auditor,  and  Jack 
de  Waal,  RKO  auditor,  were  in  town  last 
week  . . . Louise  Winn  has  joined  the  Re- 
public office  staff  . . . Herman  Wink  of 
Dalton,  Ga.,  is  on  a vacation  trip. 

Bill  Bryan,  Warner  booker,  resigned  last 


Am  CONDITIONING 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


week  to  go  with  National  Screen  Service 
at  Memphis.  He  and  his  wife,  Dorothy, 
who  was  connected  with  NSS  in  Atlanta, 
left  the  first  part  of  the  week  to  assume 
Bill’s  new  duties. 

Along  the  Row:  Adolph  Gortatowsky, 
Albany,  Ga.;  Mr.  Gay,  of  West  Point,  Ga.; 
P.  K.  Jones,  of  Dadeville,  Ala.;  Roth  Eve- 
lyn Hook,  of  Aliceville,  Ala.;  Paul  Gaston, 
of  Griffin,  Ga.;  his  brother,  Otis  Gaston, 
of  Forsyth,  Ga.;  Harold  Laird,  Oscar  Lam, 
Jack  Frost  and  Hugh  Manning. 


Progress  on  Airdome  on 
The  San  Antonio  River 

San  Antonio — The  open-air  theatre  on 
the  San  Antonio  river  has  reached  the 
concrete  stage. 

A unit  in  the  beautification  project  of 
the  quaint  old  river,  it  is  drawing  crowds 
of  spectators  daily. 

The  project  will  cost  $400,000,  with  the 
WPA  furnishing  $325,000  and  bond  funds 
voted  by  downtown  taxpayers  for  the  re- 
mainder. 

The  city  already  has  one  outdoor  thea- 
tre, the  Sunken  Garden,  located  in  Brack- 
enridge  Park. 


Col.  Tom  Campbell 

New  Orleans — Word  is  received  here  of 
the  death  of  Col.  Tom  Campbell  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  He  was  manager  of  the 
Tulane  and  Crescent  theatres  here  over  a 
score  of  years. 


REPUBLIC  FILM  EXCHANGE  will  move 
on  July  8 from  300  West  Third  St.  to 
its  new  headquarters  at  227  West  4th  St. 


E.  G.  Stellings  has  joined  the  sales  force 
of  the  Carolma  Poster  Exchange.  Stellings 
was  formerly  with  the  Wilmington  Theatres. 

Miss  Kathleen  Ritchie,  secretary  in  the 
Republic  office,  was  married  to  C.  N. 
Stevens  on  June  4.  They  will  make  their 
home  in  Huntersville,  N.  C. 

Anne  Marlin  of  the  Carolina  Poster  Ex- 
change is  back  from  Florida,  where  she 
spent  her  vacation. 

H.  P.  Rhodes,  Janie  Bayne,  Elma  Wat- 
son and  Verda  Griffin  of  the  Republic 
office  will  be  away  for  the  week-end,  in- 
cluding the  Fourth.  Rhodes  will  go  to 
Atlanta,  Bayne  to  Myrtle  Beach,  Watson 
to  Virginia  and  Griffin  to  Greenville. 

Don  Nichols,  former  manager  of  the 
Broadway  Theatre  here,  who  has  been  en- 
gaged in  theatre  management  in  Racine, 
Wis.,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  zone  of  Warner  Bros.  He 
came  down  to  visit  friends  before  assum- 
ing his  new  position. 


Theatre  for  Roscoe.  Tex. 

Roscoe,  Tex. — R.  O.  Goss  has  leased  a 
building  here  in  which  he  will  operate  a 
theatre. 
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WHY  WAIT  LONGER 

I an  installation  now  of  | 
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90  days'  more  hot  weather 
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Showman  F.  Benson 
After  Contest  Prize 

Dallas — Frank  Benson,  operator  of  the 
Majestic  in  Bowie,  Tex.,  and  one  of  the 
livest  wired  showmen  in  the  Southwest, 
has  tossed  his  hat 
into  the  ring  hoping 
to  win  first  prize  of 
$1,000  in  Columbia’s 
nationwide  campaign 
contest  on  “Only  An- 
gels Have  Wings.” 

In  record  breaking 
time  Benson  booked 
the  production,  put  it 
on  in  circus  fashion 
and  made  around  75 
photos  of  his  activi- 
ties, including  the  use 

FRANK  BENSON  qj  airplane,  and 

forwarded  his  campaign  to  the  contest 
committee  in  New  York. 

Briefly,  some  of  the  stunts  accomplish- 
ed by  Benson  in  this  instance  are  as  fol- 
lows: An  illuminated  title  of  the  film  was 
arranged  under  the  Majestic  screen  in 
big  letters  and  stayed  there  during  runs 
of  several  previous  pictures. 

Participants  in  a “corn  on  the  cob  eat- 
ing contest”  on  the  Majestic  stage,  carried 
signs  on  their  backs,  one  for  each  word 
of  the  title. 

A ballyhooer  went  up  and  down  the 
sidewalk  sprouting  large  wings,  telling  of 
the  coming  date.  All  trash  cans  and  car 
bumpers  also  had  their  signs.  Heralds 
were  distributed  from  an  airplane,  the 
plane  showing  the  “Angels”  title. 

Five  column  ads  and  four  column  pub- 
licity photos  were  used  in  the  Bowie  News, 
Alvord  News,  and  Bellview  News.  Stories 
were  also  run  in  these  papers  announcing 
patrons’  names  who  were  given  passes. 

During  the  showing,  Benson  stood  out 
front  with  his  pockets  full  of  quarters  of- 
fering refunds  to  anyone  who  didn’t  like 
the  picture. 

Photo  enlargements,  8x10,  were  sent  to 
the  committee,  covering  the  front  and  nu- 
merous display  boards  around  the  terri- 
tory including  24-sheet  stands. 

Commenting  on  this  campaign,  the 
Bellview  editor  said  “Benson  either  has  to 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 
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build  a bigger  theatre  in  Bowie  or  quit 
advertising  in  the  Bellview  News.” 

And  here’s  what  the  Alvord  editor  put 
on  the  front  page  of  the  Alvord  News  dur- 
ing the  week  Benson  was  exploiting  for 
the  contest. 

“Mr.  Prank  Benson,  the  enterprising, 
live  wire  manager  of  the  Bowie  Theatres, 
was  in  our  city  yesterday  advertising  the 
attractions  at  the  Ritz  and  Majestic  Thea- 
tres of  Bowie  and  called  to  place  ads  in 
the  News.  Mr.  Benson  is  a firm  believer 
in  advertising,  and  the  fact  that  his  thea- 
tres at  Bowie  are  doing  such  a big  busi- 
ness and  drawing  such  a large  patronage 
from  Alvord  and  all  the  surrounding  coun- 
try is  proof  that  he  is  presenting  his  pat- 
rons with  many  of  the  very  best  attrac- 
tions that  are  exhibited  in  the  largest 
cities  of  the  state.  When  you  want  to  see 
a good  show,  go  to  Bowie.” 

In  a nutshell,  the  story  about  Benson 
is  that  he  was  a good  sign  painter  who 
turned  into  a better  showman. 


■^^ORK  has  started  on  remodeling  of 
the  Pastime,  Danville.  The  front  will 
be  of  black  and  white  glass.  A new  neon 
marquee  will  be  installed;  also  new  rugs, 
cushion  seats,  and  a new  lobby  . . . Man- 
ager J.  J.  Kane  of  the  Conway  Theatre, 
Conway,  has  placed  an  order  for  the  lat- 
est type  of  upholstered  chairs. 

Manager  Gwaltney  of  the  Lyric  and 
“Lil”  at  Mena  announces  the  “Lil”  will  he 
closed  during  the  summer  . . . Clint  Dunn, 
owner  of  the  Greenwood,  Greenwood,  has 
remodeled  the  house  and  some  new 
equipment  has  been  installed.  The  screen 
was  raised  to  afford  better  vision  and  125 
new  seats  were  added. 

Jack  Pitts  and  James  Baker  announce 
they  plan  to  open  a film  house  in  the  Bur- 
row-Musgrove  Bldg,  at  Ozark  . . . Claude 
C.  Mundo  is  now  owner  and  manager  of 
the  Rex,  Little  Rock.  He  entered  the  thea- 
tre field  as  an  usher  at  the  old  Majestic 
in  Little  Rock  before  films  were  shown 
there.  He  became  house  manager,  resign- 
ing eight  years  later. 


New  House  in  Alice 

Alice,  Tex. — A.  L.  Clary  announces  he 
will  open  a new  independent  theatre  here 
soon.  Clary  operated  a theatre  in  Frank- 
lin before  coming  here  where  he  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  an  automobile  company. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 
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» A IIL  IL  A S 

gEN  C.  RAY,  of  Petersburg;  Earl  R. 

Beard,  Ritz,  Hale  Center  and  Jack 
Hurst,  Rita,  Abernathy,  drove  in  over  400 
miles  from  the  Panhandle  to  do  first  hand 
business  on  this  market.  Beard  and  Hurst 
renewed  for  Boxoffice  through  1939-40. 
Ray  still  had  a half  year  or  so  to  go. 

Karl  Tate,  we  hear,  has  gone  modern 
with  the  Ritz  at  Valley  Mills,  making  a 
number  of  attractive  improvements 
throughout  the  house.  Cooling  replace- 
ments have  been  made  and  the  whole 
washer  system  overhauled. 

There  was  much  sentiment  connected 
with  a $5  gold  piece  watch  charm,  owned 
by  Hollis  Boren,  of  Memphis,  because  he 
spent  over  $10  in  long  distance  phone  calls 
to  recover  it.  Boren  was  in  Dallas  to 
transfer  films  to  the  Grand  at  Tulia  which 
he  recently  purchased.  Walter  Penn,  Co- 
lumbia salesman,  took  him  home  to  din- 
ner. When  Boren  reached  Memphis  he 
missed  the  charm.  * He  called  the  Dallas 
office  and  after  some  subsequent  calls 
Walter  was  located  at  a distant  theatre. 
Search  of  Penn’s  car  was  made  and  the 
charm  found  under  the  front  seat. 

Paul  Short  of  National  Screen,  and  Mrs. 
Short  of  Interstate,  leave  July  15  to  spend 
part  of  the  vacation  at  Aransas  Pass,  fish- 
ing with  Henry  Hall  and  his  general  man- 
ager, Fatts  Nance.  They  will  tour  gulf 
waters  in  the  Hall  launch. 

Wallace  Walthall  is  spending  two  weeks 
vacation  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  visiting  his 
sister,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Ashton.  On  returning 
to  Dallas  he  will  visit  the  R.  E.  Griffith- 
Variety  camp  for  boys  near  Belton  with 
that  itinerary  calling  for  a night  appear- 
ance at  the  Variety  picnic  in  Dallas  July 
15. 

R.  Z.  Glass,  former  Dallas  exhibitor  now 
living  in  Houston,  but  who  was  here  on 
business  on  the  weekend,  said  he  is  about 
ready  to  start  building  a new  neighbor- 
hood theatre  in  Houston  and  indicated  it 
was  a matter  of  only  days  before  construc- 
tion would  start.  He  would  give  no  de- 
tails as  to  location  or  type  of  theatre. 

C.  C.  Hamm,  manager  of  the  Majestic 
in  Vernon,  has  a hobby  of  trooping  with 
the  Boy  Scouts.  Last  week  he  took  his 
troop  on  an  outing  to  a distant  camp  to 
be  gone  several  days,  Dallas  friends  learn- 
ed. His  brother,  V.  E.  Hamm,  who  owns 
theatres  in  Wichita  Falls  and  the  Vernon 
house,  was  in  Dallas  Wednesday  buying 
pictures, 

Hal  Norfleet,  Republic’s  ace  publicity 
and  exploitation  man,  who  can  make  a 
fine  speech,  left  by  plane  for  New  York 
where  he  has  been  given  a special  assign- 
ment by  the  home  office. 

After  settlement  of  his  clearance  case 
against  distributors,  B.  R.  McLendon  was 
on  the  Row  personally  checking  up  on 
bookings  for  Atlanta  and  other  towns  in 
his  circuit  . . . W.  W.  Rucker  was  along 
the  Row  buying  film. 


Write  Us  Vour  .\IK  CONDITIONING  Wants 
Peterson  “Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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A Brilliani  Debut 
By  the  Broadway 

Alamo  Heights,  Tex. — The  Broadway, 
Interstate’s  newest  suburban  theatre,  had 
a brilliant  opening  in  this  San  Antonio 
suburb  last  week. 

It  is  estimated  over  2,500  turned  out  for 
the  ceremonies  held  out  in  the  street  in 
front  of  this  modern  community  playhouse. 
A microphone,  set  up  on  the  sidewalk,  was 
handled  by  Walton  “Wally”  Blanton  and 
Gerald  “Jerry”  Fisher  of  ICABC. 

Prominent  officials  attending  were:  Bill 
Underwood,  Claude  Ezell,  Republic  Pic- 
tures, Dallas;  James  Cherry,  Dallas  Inter- 
state city  manager;  Ned  Depinet,  RKO, 
New  York;  A1  R.  Lever,  Houston  Inter- 
state city  manager:  Lloyd  Rust,  Republic 
sales  manager,  Dallas;  L.  W.  McCIintock, 
Paramount  exchange,  Dallas;  G.  S.  Dem- 
bow.  National  Screen  Service,  Dallas;  Jack 
A.  Pickens,  Rialto  and  Rex  theatres.  New 
Braunfels;  “Windy”  Daniels,  Palace  and 
Texas  theatres,  Seguin,  and  Robert  O’Don- 
nell, Interstate  general  manager  from 
Dallas. 

Some  of  the  local  speakers  included 
Henry  Bergman,  manager  of  the  new 
house:  Eph  Charninsky,  neighborhood  the- 
atre supervisor;  Miss  Mary  Louise  Wal- 
liser,  film  critic  of  the  San  Antonio  Eve- 
ning News;  Jack  Chalman,  local  publicity 
director  for  Interstate  Theatres;  William 
O’Donnell,  city  manager  for  the  Interstate 


circuit,  and  Mrs.  Alex  Adams,  of  the  San 
Antonio  Motion  Picture  Council. 

Raymond  B.  Willie,  former  city  manager 
in  San  Antonio  for  Interstate  and  now  a 
district  manager,  and  Frank  Starz,  district 
publicity  manager,  also  made  short  talks. 

Entertainment  was  furnished  by  the 
Thomas  Jefferson  Lasso  Girls,  Sons  of  the 
Legion  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  Junior 
Yanks,  and  the  Chinese  Gold  Brigade. 

Feature  picture  was  a return  engagement 
of  “Gunga  Din.” — L.  K. 


Along  the  Sidelines 

— — — — At  the  Broadway  

gOME  really  enthusiastic  film  fans  came 
as  early  as  6 p.  m.  and  sat  on  the 
curbstone  awaiting  the  opening  of  Alamo 
Heights’  up-to-date-flicker  emporium. 


One  of  the  Republic  speakers  from  Dal- 
las got  in  a nice  plug,  telling  the  crowd 
that  Gene  Autry’s  films  will  be  shown  at 
the  Broadway. 


The  theatre  opening  helped  other  busi- 
nesses. Some  stayed  open  later  to  accom- 
modate the  hungry  and  thirsty  Texans. 


Plans  New  Negro  House 

Galveston,  Tex. — Plans  for  a new 
building  to  house  a theatre  for  Negroes 
have  been  announced  by  Anita  Martini, 
present  owmer  and  operator  of  the  Dixie 
No.  3. 


NEW  OKILEANS 

^HE  United  Chain  will  not  renew  the 
lease  on  a piece  of  property  opposite 
its  Folly  Theatre  here.  Boxoffice  learns 
a man  from  Weswego  and  another  from 
Mobile  are  seeking  the  lease,  and  if  they 
close  the  deal,  will  build  an  opposition 
theatre  . . . S.  J.  Azae,  operator  of  the  Lin- 
coln (colored)  'Theatre  in  Greenville,  Miss., 
was  in  town  booking. 

Saturday  midnight  shows  are  proving 
patron  magnets  at  the  Saenger  and  Or- 
pheum,  local  downtowners  . . . Henry  Lewis, 
who  has  theatre  interests  in  Baton  Rouge, 
is  shaping  plans  for  a theatre  in  Patter- 
son, La.  ...  A new  theatre  will  be  erected 
by  the  Wagner  interests  at  Jay,  Fla..,  pop- 
ulation 400  . . . Patsy  Kelly  was  in  town 
en  route  to  New  York,  for  the  first  time  in 
22  years,  she  said  . . . Mary  Healy,  “Miss 
New  Orleans  of  1934,”  is  due  here  July  15 
for  the  opening  of  “Second  Fiddle,”  in 
which  she  has  a part  . . . “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips”  is  keeping  the  “how  many”  girl  at 
the  State  Theatre  here  plenty  busy. 

Ralph  Reed,  after  a weekend  on  the  Gulf 
Coast,  is  back  on  the  job  at  Rex  Poster 
Exchange  as  brown  as  a beery  . . . Jack 
Price,  local  Paramount  manager,  was  out 
in  the  territoi’y  on  business  . . . Bob  Kelly, 
severing  his  association  with  Louisiana 
Motion  Picture  Equipment  Co.,  is  now 
with  Monogram  here  . . . Roger  Bienvenu 
has  opened  a new  house  at  Catanoula,  La., 
seating  300. 


WASHED  AIR  COOLING 

PROPERLY  ENGINEERED 


WILL  SOLVE  YOUR 
COOLING  PROBLEM 

Our  eleven  years'  experience  in  han- 
dling new  cooling  installations  and  re- 
modeling obsolete  systems  is  worth  con- 
sidering. Let  us  handle  your  cooling 
just  as  we  have  handled  hundreds  of 
satisfactory  installations  in  the  South- 
west. 


BERBER  BROTHERS 


"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always' 

210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 
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WE,  WONDER  what  the  customers 
thought  at  the  Rialto  Tlieatre,  New 
Braunfels,  the  other  night  when  the  lights 
kept  going  on  and  off  during  a bathing 
beauty  revue  staged  by  Manager  Jack 
Pickens.  After  a short  intermission  in 
darkness,  the  house  electrician  got  the 
glimmers  to  stay  lit. 


Joseph  McGarrigle,  the  English  actor 
and  stage  director  for  the  last  San  An- 
tonio Civic  Opera  production,  “The  Bar- 
tered Bride,”  has  been  cast  as  a dope  ad- 
dict m a forthcoming  marijuana  picture 
to  be  made  here  by  National  Films,  Inc. 

J.  J.  Jimenez  of  Azteca  Films  office  here 
states  his  business  has  slackened  about  30 
per  cent  due  largely  to  the  drought  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  Senor  Jimenez 
serves  Mexican-made  pictures  to  60  thea- 
tres in  this  territory. 

The  Aztec  showed  the  Louis-Galento 
fight  films  to  satisfactory  business  . . . 
National  Theatre,  west  side  Mexican  play- 
house, will  be  closed  July  15  for  a complete 
modernization.  Two  hundred  new  seats 
will  be  added,  giving  the  house  a seating 
capacity  of  1,000  when  it  reopens  Sep- 
tember 1. 


Peronalities ; Beulah  “Miss  Blue” 
Greene,  State  Theatre  cashier,  is  due  back 
from  Dallas  . . . Ed  Hale,  Texas  Theatre 
assistant  manager  and  secretary-treasurer, 
spent  his  vacation  fishing  at  Lake  Me- 
dina . . . Charles  Nelson,  KMAC  emcee- 
announcer,  turning  columnist  with  his 
“Music  Your  Way”  in  the  United  Com- 
munity Newspapers  here  . . . Incident- 
ally, Alfredo  Rodriguez,  the  freelance 
scribe,  starts  his  Latin-American  chit-chat 
column  in  Social  Revista,  with  the  August 
issue. 


From  Amarillo  comes  news  that  a form- 
er local  theatreman,  George  Tucker,  is  a 
proud  father.  Mother  and  child  are  do- 
ing nicely.  Tucker  was  at  one  time  man- 
ager of  the  Empire  here.  He  is  Interstate 
city  manager  in  Amarillo. 


Lease  Five  Lots 

El  Paso,  Tex.  — Texas  Consolidated 
Theatres  has  leased  five  lots  on  Pershing 
Drive,  across  the  street  from  the  circuit’s 
Five  Points  Theatre. 
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Five  New  Orleans  Houses 
Cater  to  Colored  Trade 

New  Orleans — Five  local  theatres,  with  a 
total  seating  capacity  of  2,250,  cater  to  the 
Negro  trade,  while  five  others  provide  sepa- 
rate balconies  for  colored  customers. 

Exclusive  Negro  houses,  with  respective 
capacities,  are:  Tlie  Palace,  1,000;  Ace, 
350;  Jolly,  300;  Lincoln,  800,  and  the  Ritz, 
800.  Providing  balconies  for  Negroes  are 
the  Famous,  Folly,  Granada,  Isis  and  La- 
fayette. The  new  Circle,  to  be  completed 
by  fall,  will  provide  a balcony  for  col- 
ored patrons. 


(Continued  from  page  66) 

that  he  is  now  much  improved  and  will  re- 
turn to  this  home  the  end  of  the  week. 


Ray  Morrow  of  the  Liberty,  Malvern, 
paid  Filmrow  one  of  his  rare  visits  this 
week.  He  advised  he  was  en  route  home 
after  attending  the  Rotary  convention  in 
Baltimore,  and  doing  his  part  toward  win- 
ning the  1940  convention  for  Memphis.  He 
also  advised  that  he  was  able  to  get  in  a 
lot  of  good  fishing  while  spending  a few 
days  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  John  Shannon,  who  operates  the 
Maxon  at  Portageville,  Mo.,  was  in  Mem- 
phis this  week,  arranging  her  bookings 
for  her  second  theatre,  which  she  advised 
would  be  formally  opened  on  Sunday, 
July  9. 

Clyde  Westbrook  was  in  town  this  week 
and  advised  that  effective  June  25  he  sold 
his  Shelby  Theatre  at  Shelby,  Miss.,  to 
Albert  Cohn  of  Somerville,  Tenn.  He  said 
he  had  completed  negotiations  for  the  sale 
of  the  Rosedale  at  Rosedale,  Miss.,  to  Tony 
Sudekum  of  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
Nashville.  No  date  was  given  as  to  when 
this  transfer  loas  to  become  effective. 
Clyde  advised  he  would  continue  to  operate 
his  newest  house,  the  Wesco  at  Cleveland. 

J.  W.  Eaton  of  the  Peabody,  Memphis, 
was  back  in  town  this  week  after  four 
months  spent  in  California  due  to  the  ill 
health  of  Mrs.  Eaton.  He  advised  they 
were  here  only  for  a few  days  and  then 
would  return  to  California  where  they 
would  stay  until  October  1,  as  that  climate 
was  much  more  agreeable  to  Mrs.  Eaton. 


Dorbandt  to  Reopen 

Jacksonville,  Tex.  — The  Dorbandt 
Theatre  is  being  readied  for  early  reopen- 
ing by  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  accord- 
ing to  A1  Johnson,  city  manager,  making 
the  third  house  for  the  circuit  here,  the 
other  two  being  the  Palace  and  the  Rialto. 
In  August,  L.  M.  Threet  will  open  his  new 
Jackson  here,  an  ultra-modern  independent 
house. 


Years  of  KxDorieiice  HaK  Tausrht  Us  How 
to  Serve  You 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


m 111  A m III 

^^ORD  from  vacationing  Miamians  in 
the  north  includes  the  report  the  S.  A. 
Lynches  have  their  yacht,  the  Cora  J.,  in 
New  York  and  will  use  it  as  a base  for  their 
summer  entertaining.  They  are  at  the 
Sherry-Netherland  . . . Word,  also  from 
W.  R.  Lynch,  general  manager  of  Para- 
mount Enterprises,  Inc.,  about  vacations 
for  his  staff.  The  250  employed  at  the 
Sheridan,  Cinema  Casino,  Colony,  Com- 
munity, Olympia,  Paramount,  Rex,  Roxy, 
Gables,  Tivoli,  Flagler,  Hialeah  and  Re- 
gent will  have  their  summer  respite  dur- 
ing July  and  August,  those  with  the 
organization  over  a year  receiving  two 
weeks  with  pay.  Those  employed  six 
months  or  more  get  one  week  with  pay. 
Vacationing  managers  at  present  include 
James  Barnett  of  the  Flagler  and  Charles 
Walder  of  the  Tivoli.  Both  are  in  the 
north. 

Miamians  are  getting  wise  to  the  fact 
that  it  pays  them  to  know  who’s  in  what 
at  the  Colony  Theatre.  They  get  Annie 
Oakleys  if  they  do.  The  Colony  Quiz  man 
is  popping  up  all  over  Greater  Miami,  ask- 
ing folks  what  the  Colony’s  next  attrac- 
tion is  and  who’s  playing  in  it.  Larry 
Mansfield,  announcer  for  WKAT,  as  the 
quizzer  wears  a big  badge  identifying  him. 
He’s  been  surprised  at  the  number  of 
times  he’s  had  to  dip  into  his  pocket  for 
passes.  And  Austin  Moon  smiles  with 
satisfaction  from  the  portals  of  his  Lin- 
coln road  house  as  the  quiz  man  reports. 
“There’s  always  some  excitement  on  the 
beach  all  summer  long,  and  Miamians 
know  it,”  he  pomts  out. 

The  rank  of  film  fan  No.  1 in  Home- 
stead has  been  awarded  to  C.  H.  “Dad” 
Welch  by  J.  W.  English  of  the  Seminole 
Theatre.  Along  with  his  title.  Dad  re- 
ceived six  passes  in  time  to  see  Jeanette 
MacDonald  in  “Broadway  Serenade.” 
He’s  such  an  ardent  MacDonald  fan  that 
he  drove  to  practically  every  theatre  in 
this  section  to  see  “Naughty  Marietta” 
everywhere  it  was  shown.  And,  although 
it  would  seem  hardly  possible  that  en- 
thusiasm could  go  further,  the  No.  1 fan 
says  he’d  drive  to  Jacksonville,  if  neces- 
sary, to  see  a Deanna  Durbin  picture. 


Change  in  Tulia 

Tulia,  Tex. — C.  W.  Weisenberg  is  now 
managing  the  Grand  here,  replacing  R.  C. 
Matheny,  who  moves  to  Lubbock  to  be 
associated  with  his  father  in  a theatre. 
The  Grand  was  recently  purchased  by 
Hollis  Boren  of  Memphis. 


A New  Pryor  Is  Born 

Austin — R.  S.  (Skinny)  Pryor  and  Mrs. 
Pryor  recently  announced  the  arrival  of 
a ten-pound  girl.  The  name  is  Harriet. 
“Skinny”  operates  the  Cactus  Theatre. 


"Willow  Walk"  to  Thiele 

Hollywood — William  Thiele  will  direct 
“Willow  Walk,”  a Sinclair  Lewis  story,  for 
Metro.  Joseph  Mankiewicz  will  produce. 
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Chicago  Store  Advertises 
Free  Television  Shows 

Chicago — Frequent  and  good-sized  ads 
were  used  by  Marshal  Field  & Co.  in  letting 
the  public  know  of  the  television  demon- 
strations given  at  their  store.  All  local 
dailies  were  used  in  plugging  television  as 
a commercial  venture  in  this  area. 

The  copy  explained  the  television  sets 
were  not  for  sale,  but  announced  “when 
practical  broadcasting  (television)  begins 
in  the  Chicago  area,  this  store  will  be 
ready  with  the  very  best  in  television 
equipment  and  service.”  Remainder  of  the 
copy  reviewed  the  conception  of  television, 
its  advancements  and  probable  future. 


Add  Story  of  the  Sea 

Hollywood — “Victory,”  one  of  Joseph 
Conrad’s  stories  of  the  sea,  has  been  add- 
ed to  Paramount’s  production  schedule, 
with  Marc  Connelly  set  to  script. 


OKILA.  ClinirY 

T B.  NOBLE  jr.  has  closed  the  Pix  Thea- 
tre here  and  transferred  most  of  the 
staff  to  the  State  during  vacation  periods. 
Maxine  Gallagher  is  taking  a trick  as 
cashier  and  Robert  Gallman  is  serving  as 
manager  while  Bob  Pfotenhauer  is  on  his 
two-week  vacation.  Daryl  Ray  takes  over 
the  assistant’s  job  to  Gallman  . . . The 
town,  in  general,  is  getting  back  to  normal 
after  the  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma, 
Inc.,  convention. 

Morris  Loewenstein  has  some  new  16mm 
color  films  that  are  worth  a request  show- 
ing . . . Charles  Zears  of  Hunter,  Okla.,  is 
in  Rochester,  Minn.,  for  a health  checkup. 
Charlie  is  assistant  secretary  of  the  Thea- 
tre Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc. 

With  the  closing  of  the  Pix,  the  down- 
town area  now  has  three  dark  houses,  the 
Folly  and  Empress  of  the  Standard  group 
being  the  other  two  . . . George  Sumner, 
corresponding  secretary  of  Allied  Theatre 
Owners  of  Oklahoma,  is  getting  set  for 
the  fall  convention  of  that  organization. 

E.  A.  Watkins  of  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, has  finished  revamping  the  store  and 
office  setup  for  not  only  appearance,  but 
efficiency  as  well. 

Johnny  Buckles  is  back  from  an  extend- 
ed vacation  . . . C.  C.  Lyles  is  reported 
dealing  for  another  suburban  house  here. 
He  formerly  operated  the  Gem  on  Cali- 
fornia St.  and  had  other  houses  in  Enid. 

Tom  Dyer,  former  head  of  Dyer  Theatre 
Supply,  is  reported  dickering  for  a thea- 
tre ..  . Dee  Fuller  pulled  a big  party  for 
the  kids  of  Capitol  Hill  where  his  Circle 
Theatre  is  located  when  he  introduced  the 
new  Buck  Rogers  serial.  There  were  1,000 
popsicles,  a hundred  prizes  and  so  many 
kids  present,  traffic  was  blocked. 

There’ll  be  action  in  the  department  of 
justice  suits  before  the  month  is  over,  we 
understand,  with  the  filing  of  the  de- 
fendants’ answers  to  the  government’s  bill 
of  particulars. 


Newspapers  List  "Best" 
Films  During  June 

Chicago — Listed  as  the  best  films  of 
June  by  Doris  Arden,  Times’  critic,  and 
Mae  Tinee,  Tribune  critic,  were: 

“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  M-G-M;  “Juarez,” 
Warners;  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln,”  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox; “The  Mikado,”  Universal;  “Man 
of  Conquest,”  Republic;  “Invitation  to 
Happiness.”  Paramount. 

Additionally,  The  Times  listed  Colum- 
bia’s “Only  Angels  Have  Wings,”  while 
the  Tribune  listed,  “Captain  Fury,”  UA, 
and  “Blind  Alley,”  Columbia. 


Leons  Aztec  at  Albany 
Reopened  Revamped 

Albany,  Tex. — The  Aztec  was  formally 
reopened  after  complete  revamping  along 
Spanish  lines.  Owner  H.  S.  Leon  of  Has- 
kell was  here  for  final  inspection  of  the 
work  and  to  attend  the  first  showing.  He 
owns  theatres  in  Haskell,  Baird  and  Crow- 
ell and  is  now  sole  owner  of  the  Aztec, 
including  the  building,  in  which  theatre 
he  acquired  only  an  interest  in  1932. 


Remodeling  Progresses 

Dalhart,  Tex. — Remodeling  of  the  Mis- 
sion, owned  by  J.  C.  Parker,  is  well  under 
way.  The  entire  front  is  done  in  cream 
and  in  red.  A towering  fluorescent  sign, 
in  red,  white  and  light  green,  may  be  seen 
ten  blocks  away. 


Cooling  System  for  Castle 

New  Castle,  Tex. — R.  H.  Helm  has  in- 
stalled a new  cooling  system  in  the  Castle 
Theatre  which  he  recently  reopened. 


TIIEMMIE^^IEIIE 

^HE  Legion  Theatre,  Dover,  is  being 

renovated  and  a new  air  conditioning 
system  is  being  installed.  Hank  Parris  is 
manager  . . . L.  C.  Potts,  manager  of  the 
Princess,  Morristown,  is  vacationing  with 
his  two  sons  in  Florence,  Ala.  W.  R.  Willis 
of  Nashville,  is  relieving  him. 

The  Mason,  a new  theatre  at  Lafayette, 
opened  July  4.  Gene  Mcllwain  is  manager 
. . . Burglars  entered  the  New  Court  Thea- 
tre, Huntington,  and  made  away  with  $35 
in  change. 

Guy  E.  Merritt,  projectionist  at  the 
Paramount,  Humboldt,  and  business  man- 
ager of  the  operators’  union,  is  dead,  after 
a month’s  illness. 

After  theatres  had  operated  one  Sunday 
in  Springfield,  a new  city  commission  came 
into  office  and  passed  an  ordinance  re- 
pealing the  measure  legalizing  Sunday 
shows.  Local  theatres  are  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Crescent  Amusement  Co.  of  Nash- 
ville. 


GriHith  and  Dickinson 
Reopen  Kansas  House 

Kansas  City  — The  Griffith-Dickinson 
Theatres,  Inc.,  reopened  the  Chief,  Hia- 
watha, Kas.,  June  30,  with  a new  cooling 
system,  redecoration,  recarpeting,  new 
marquee,  new  drapes  and  a modernized 
front.  The  company  spent  approximately 
$5,000  on  the  remodeling. 

Griffith-Dickinson  now  is  installing  a 
new  cooling  system  in  the  Dickinson  at 
Junction  City,  Kas.,  and  in  the  G-D  house 
in  Fayette,  Mo.  A contest  is  being  con- 
ducted to  rename  the  house  at  Fayette. 
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Illinois  Dual  Ban  Bill  Text 

Springfield — This  is  the  relevant  text  of  House  Bill  No.  G43,  now  before  the  gov- 
ernor for  signature  or  veto,  which  prohibits  double  features  in  the  state  of  Illinois: 

A BILL 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  exhibitor  to  present  or  cause  to  be  presented  a per- 
formance consisting  of  the  exhibition  of  one  or  more  single  motion  picture  films  for 
a longer  period  than  two  hours  and  15  minutes. 

Any  exhibitor  who  violates  the  provision  of  this  Act  shall  be  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor, and  upon  conviction  thereof  fined  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars 
($100)  or  more  than  five  hundred  dollars  ($500),  or  be  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail 
for  not  more  than  six  months,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Non-Theatricals,  Hot  Weather 
And  Legislation  Plague  Trade 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Milwaukee — Facing  the  dog  days,  Wis- 
consin exhibitors  find  themselves  literally 
and  figuratively  on  the  hot  seat,  what  with 
competition  from  a variety  of  sources  and 
legislation  inimical  to  the  industry  con- 
fronting them. 

The  competitive  situation  is  more  acute 
than  it  has  been  in  years,  with  free  weekly 
films  being  sponsored  by  merchants  in 
dozens  of  the  smaller  cities  throughout  the 
state.  In  addition,  in  some  of  the  larger 
spots,  such  as  Green  Bay  and  Stevens 
Point,  the  merchants  are  sponsoring  Col. 
Edward  F.  Mumm’s  free  show  of  variety 
acts  in  local  parks.  Opening  week’s  show 
in  each  of  these  towns  attracted  more  than 
1,000  people. 

Community  film  shows  are  making  the 
rounds  in  other  towns  under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  churches  and  organizations  in  co- 
operation with  the  merchants  and  shown 
in  local  halls  along  with  a full-length 
feature,  comedy  and  a newsreel.  Admis- 
sion is  a dime  with  merchants’  tickets. 

Even  roadside  dairy  stands  advertise 
free  outdoor  talking  pictures  to  attract 
customers.  Hughes  Dairy  Stand  in  Beloit 
recently  advertised  the  showing  of  “Street 
Scene,’’  with  Sylvia  Sidney.  In  Milwaukee, 
sound  pictures  were  shown  as  part  of  The 
Journal’s  free  golf  school  at  a local  prac- 
tice range.  'These  films,  featuring  the 
country’s  greatest  pros  and  amateurs,  com- 
plemented instruction  given  by  members  of 
the  Wisconsin  PGA,  which  cooperated  in 
making  the  classes  possible. 

Bingo  Bug  Continues 

Two  shorts,  20th  Century-Fox’s  “The 
Golfing  Turnesa  Brothers”  and  RKO’s 
“Shooting  for  Par,”  were  shown  as  part  of 
the  program,  which  drew  some  3,000  per- 
sons. Add  to  this,  free  films  at  amuse- 
ment beaches,  silent  flickers  in  taverns,  and 
weekly  band  concerts  and  you  see  what 
the  exhibitor  is  up  against. 

On  top  of  it  all,  the  Bingo  bug  continues 
to  bite  many,  particularly  on  the  city’s 
south  side,  as  strong  as  ever.  In  fact, 
games  can  be  found  in  full  blast  any  night 
in  the  week  here  and  merchants  complain 
that  their  business  has  dropped  off  be- 
cause of  it. 

Desperate  in  the  face  of  this  sort  of 
competition,  exhibitors  are  resorting  to 
every  possible  means  to  retain  business. 
Their  request  here  for  a 25  per  cent  cut 
from  the  projectionists’  union  corresponds 


to  the  10  per  cent  relief  asked  last  sum- 
mer and  granted  by  the  union,  so  badly 
has  business  slump>ed,  exhibitors  maintain. 

Some  are  closing  their  doors,  others 
operating  part  time.  Nickel  reductions  in 
admission  prices  have  become  effective  for 
the  summer  months  in  various  cities,  while 
more  local  houses  are  playing  dime  nights 
than  perhaps  ever  before. 

Penny  matinees  for  kids,  and  even  free 
shows  for  the  youngsters,  have  been  re- 
sorted to  in  connection  with  the  first  epi- 
sode of  a serial  to  get  them  sufficiently 
interested  to  keep  coming.  Fox’s  Vene- 
tian, local  neighborhood  house,  has  an- 
nounced new  low  Bank  Night  prices  of 
two  bits  with  ten  baskets  of  groceries  and 
a $50  jackpot  plus  cash  and  gift  awards 
as  extra  attractions  in  addition  to  a $600 
Bank  Night  pot. 

Play  for  Youngsters 

"Tying  in  with  merchants,  some  theatres 
are  admitting  kids  free  on  presentation  of 
guest  tickets  from  the  cooperating  stores. 
Grand  Theatre  at  Green  Bay  recently  ad- 
vertised: “Free  Show  Tomorrow  afternoon. 
Just  roll  an  old  auto  tire  to  Walter  Dett- 
man’s  'Tire  and  Battery  Store  on  Main 
St.  and  he  will  give  you  a ticket  free, 
plus  five  cash  prizes.  Best  tires,  largest 
tires.  Get  your  ticket  early.” 

"The  Delux  Ice  Cream  Shop,  Stevens 
Point,  recently  advertised  free  tickets  to 
the  Fox  "Theatre  with  every  purchase.  Copy 
warned,  “Only  2,000  tickets  available — get 
yours  early.” 

Various  exhibitors  contend  that  unless 
a stop  is  put  to  the  free  theatre  ticket 
craze,  they  might  “just  as  well  close  shop 
since  people  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  no  picture  is  worth  paying  money  to 
see  if  its  entertainment  value  is  regarded 
so  lightly.” 

At  Fond  du  Lac,  the  Bechaud  Brewing 
Co.,  makers  of  Empire  beer,  invites  the 
public  to  attend  free  films  at  the  Fond  du 
Lac  "Theatre  every  Saturday  morning  at 
10.  Four  red  and  yellow  tops  from  the 
brewery’s  beer  bottles  will  admit  one  adult 
or  child  to  any  one  of  the  Saturday  morn- 
ing shows. 

The  Strand  at  Manitowoc,  in  a tieup  re- 
cently with  the  Clover  Farm  Stores,  ad- 
mitted Clover  Farm  customers  free  to  a 
9:30  Saturday  morning  showing  of  “Rose 
of  Washington  Square”  on  presenting  the 
empty  container  of  either  a five-pound  bag 


One  House  Prepared 
For  Dual  Bill  Ban 

Chicago — While  Chicago  exhibitors  were 
discussing  pro-and-con  the  program-lim- 
itation bill  passed  by  the  legislature,  the 
Jones  - Linick  - and  - Schaefer  operated 
Oriental  Theatre  was  evidently  preparing 
for  its  ultimate  passage  this  week. 

The  house  was  rimning  “Society  Law- 
yer,” on  a single-bill  program,  together 
>vith  a vaudeville  revue;  while  next  week 
“The  Hardys  Ride  High”  is  to  be  run  as 
a single  feature.  "The  plan  also  calls  for 
several  more  weeks  of  single  features  to- 
gether with  vaudeville  presentations. 

Incidentally,  the  policy,  in  its  initial  few 
days  has  been  a successful  one. 

In  the  outlying  houses,  however,  adver- 
tising still  emphasizes  the  length  of  the 
program  presentations.  To  compete  with 
the  houses  that  actually  run  three  fea- 
tures, other  houses  have  been  featuring 
in  their  ads  such  copy  as  “five  big  hits,” 
“three  big  hits,”  “outstanding  seven-unit 
show,”  “giant  five-unit  show,”  and  simi- 
lar copy.  Closer  scrutiny  usually  unveils 
two  features,  with  the  rest  of  the  “hits” 
or  the  “units”  turning  out  to  be  shorts 
and  featurettes. 

Topping  them  all,  still,  is  the  Rosewood 
Theatre’s  “big  10-unit  program,”  which  in- 
cludes three  and  sometimes  four  features, 
together  with  six  or  seven  shorts,  news- 
reels, etc. 

'Good  or  Summertime' 
Inflates  Trade  Woes 

Chicago — Summer  business  deterrents 
continue  to  pile  up  on  the  already  sagging 
shoulders  of  Mr.  Exhibitor  in  Chicago. 

Latest  is  the  resumption  of  concerts 
nightly  at  Grant  Park  for  the  fourth  suc- 
cessive season.  For  some  time  it  appeared 
the  free  musical  entertainment  would  not 
be  held  this  year,  inasmuch  as  the  state 
legislature  hemmed  and  hawed  about  sup- 
plying the  necessary  funds. 

The  concerts,  featuring  outstanding 
names  in  the  music  world,  for  the  past 
three  years  have  been  sponsored  by  the 
park  commissioners  and  James  Petrillo, 
local  musicians’  union  head.  When  Rubi- 
noff  and  his  violin  came  here  two  years 
ago  to  appear  as  guest  artist  at  one  per- 
formance, he  cluttered  up  Grant  Park  with 
225,000  music  lovers  and  fresh  air  fiends. 

In  addition  to  the  Grant  Park  concerts, 
regular  Sunday  night  concerts  have  re- 
sumed at  other  city  parks.  "These  are  on 
a much  smaller  scale  than  those  at  Grant 
Park,  featuring  mediocre  bands,  but  they’re 
free  and  as  such  manage  to  draw  several 
thousand  at  a whack. 

So  with  the  resumption  of  the  concert 
season,  the  coming  of  night  baseball  in 
August,  and  the  likelihood  of  twilight  nag 
sessions  at  Washington  Park,  together  with 
scores  of  twilight  and  night  softball  games 
absorbing  every  and  any  part  of  the  Windy 
City,  exhibitors  here  have  plenty  to  think 
about  besides  product,  clearance  and  fed- 
eral lawsuits. 

of  Clover  Farm  flour,  a one-pound  Green 
Cup  coffee  bag  or  six  boxes  of  Clover  Farm 
jelly  to  the  doorman  at  the  theatre. 
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Recorder  Dismisses  Stalemate  in  Quebec  as  Mayor 
5 Juvenile  Cases  Hangs  Doggedly  to  Tax  Dig 


Montreal  — Holding  that  complaints 
should  have  been  issued  against  the  man- 
ager or  operator  of  the  theatre  and  not 
against  a limited  company,  Recorder 
Leone  Plante  dismissed  five  actions  pend- 
ing before  the  courts  since  November  and 
December  of  1937. 

The  cases  were  among  the  more  than 
130  complaints  made  against  theatre  own- 
ers and  operators  who  allegedly  admitted 
children  under  16  years  of  age  to  motion 
picture  performances.  Some  of  the  com- 
plaints have  been  heard  with  fines  exacted. 

The  writs  in  these  particular  cases  were 
issued  against  Midway  Photoplay,  Ltd. 
Defense  counsel,  P.  J.  Usher,  argued  the 
writs  should  have  been  issued  against  the 
manager  of  the  theatre  at  the  time  of  the 
offense.  He  further  claimed  a limited 
company  could  not  be  jailed  and,  conse- 
quently, the  court  could  not  exact  the 
clause  providing  a jail  term  in  default  of 
payment  of  fine. 

Armand  Page,  city  attorney,  represent- 
ing the  Crown,  admitted  the  writs  had 
been  erroneously  drafted.  Recorder  Plante 
dismissed  the  cases,  with  costs. 


Vaudeville  Shows  Signs 
Of  Return  to  Ontario 

Toronto  — Evidence  of  a return  to 
vaudeville  is  noted  among  theatres  of  On- 
tario and  the  somewhat  sudden  demand 
for  stage  bookings  has  brought  the  im- 
portation of  units  from  border  cities  of 
the  United  States  to  meet  requirements. 

The  LaSalle  Theatre,  recently  opened  at 
Kirkland  Lake  in  northern  Ontario,  is 
presenting  a stage  show  with  its  film  pro- 
gram while  the  Cartier  at  Timmins,  also  a 
thriving  mining  town,  has  adopted  a com- 
bination policy  for  the  summer  at  least. 

The  Tivoli  Theatre,  Hamilton,  a Famous 
Players’  house  managed  by  Leonard 
Bishop,  has  presented  a vaudeville  road 
unit  which  later  played  the  Casino  Thea- 
tre, Toronto,  which  is,  owned  by  the  Allens. 
The  Capitol  at  Ottawa  has  been  playing 
occasional  road  attractions  on  its  stage. 
Various  theatres  throughout  the  Province 
also  are  using  their  stages  for  amateur  and 
radio  audition  offerings. 


Compile  Royal  Films 

Ottawa— Dr.  Gustave  Lanctot,  archivist 
of  the  Canadian  government,  is  compiling 
a complete  set  of  films  taken  by  newsreel 
cameramen  and  amateurs  of  ceremonies 
and  incidents  of  the  Royal  Tour  in  Can- 
ada for  preservation  in  the  Canadian 
Archives,  Ottawa. 


Renews  Harry  Joe  Brown 

Hollywood — Associate  Producer  Harry 
Joe  Brown  has  been  renewed  for  two  years 
by  20th  Century-Pox. 


Montreal — Quebec  theatres  are  still  “on 
strike.”  Closed  since  June  2 after  losing 
money  for  a month  trying  out  the  City 
of  Quebec’s  new  ten  per  cent  tax,  they 
are  likely  to  remain  dark  for  some  time 
if  the  dogged  refusal  of  Mayor  Lucien 
Borne  and  his  council  to  compromise  con- 
tinues to  be  the  official  attitude. 

The  theatre  operators  suggested  sus- 
pension of  the  tax  until  after  the  tourist 
season,  in  order  to  aid  general  business. 
The  city  rejected  the  proposal  and,  in  turn, 
suggested  that  the  theatres  give  the  tax  a 
year’s  trial.  The  city  also  decided  to  open 
two  municipal  theatres  and  sent  a man  to 
Montreal  to  secure  films.  It  is  understood 
he  was  unsuccessful. 

Theatre  heads  have  rejected  the  pro- 
posal made  by  the  administrative  commit- 
tee of  Quebec  as  a means  of  alleviating 
the  present  situation  brought  about  the 
closing  of  the  1 1 theatres  in  protest  against 
Quebec’s  latest  tax  gouge. 

“The  resolution  in  no  way  fulfills  the 
expectations  of  the  theatre  owners,”  J. 
Arthur  Paquet,  director  of  Auditorium, 
Ltd.,  and  spokesman  for  the  theatres,  de- 
clared. 

The  offer  made  by  the  administrative 
committee  was  this: 

Let  the  theatres  of  Quebec  open  imme- 
diately and  pay  the  ten  per  cent  amuse- 
ment tax  until  the  next  session  of  the 
Quebec  legislature.  If  it  is  found  that  they 
levy  is  harmful  to  business,  then  the  city 
will  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  re- 
peal it. 

Despite  a statement  to  the  contrary  by 
Premier  Maurice  Duplessis,  Mayor  Borne 
retained  the  belief  the  city  was  obliged, 
by  law,  to  collect  the  tax. 

“The  theatres,”  Paquet  said,  “were  pay- 
ing 28  per  cent  of  net  receipts  to  the 
province  and  city  before  the  ten  per  cent 
addition  was  made  which  bring  the  total 
up  to  38  per  cent. 

“The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  realized  the 
fact  that  the  theatres  could  not  stand 
the  additional  surtax.  The  moving  picture 
houses  tried  it  out  for  a month  and  results 
forced  them  to  close  their  doors.  Results 
have  been  disastrous  for  local  trade,  for 


industry  and  for  the  tourist  business  as 
well  as  for  Quebec’s  reputation  elsewhere. 

“Instead  of  suspending  an  inapplicable 
tax,  the  administrative  committee  wants 
to  keep  it  in  force  until  the  next  session  of 
the  legislature. 

“It  is  noteworthy  that  the  committee — 
after  promising  to  ask  repeal  of  the  tax 
if  it  is  detrimental  to  trade — adds,  Tf 
satisfactory  proof  is  given  to  the  city  coun- 
cil, there  may  be  grounds  for  seeking  re- 
scinding of  the  tax.’ 

“And  further,  in  the  face  of  a promise 
of  this  kind,  the  committee  makes  the  ex- 
press condition  that  ‘the  theatres  open 
without  delay.’ 

“We  leave  it  to  Quebec’s  public  to  take 
the  matter  into  consideration.” 

He  went  on  “But  to  indicate  their  faith 
and  goodwill,  the  theatre  owners  are  ready 
to  study  the  possibility  of  a reasonable 
counter-proposal  which  would  allow  them 
to  open  their  establishments  for  their 
faithful  clientele  and  for  the  benefit  of 
American  tourists  who  are  deserting  Que- 
bec almost  as  soon  as  they  get  here  be- 
cause there  are  no  theatres  to  go  to.” 

One  theatre  manager  was  reported  as 
having  said,  “No  moving  picture  estab- 
lishment can  expect  to  survive  if  it  pays 
the  ten  per  cent  tax.” 

Another  declared,  “According  to  this 
resolution,  the  tax  will  be  left  in  force  if 
commerce  does  not  lodge  any  complaint. 
How  can  you  expect  that  trade  is  going  to 
protest  if  the  theatres  still  have  to  bear 
the  tax?  It  does  not  affect  commerce. 
Commerce  is  affected  if  the  theatres  re- 
main closed.  In  other  words,  this  resolu- 
tion seems  to  lack  any  sense  at  all.” 

The  resolution,  adopted  unanimously, 
follows: 

“Considering  that  the  Statute  which 
amended  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 
Quebec,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  obliges  all  persons  attend- 
ing a presentation  in  a place  of  amuse- 
ment to  pay  an  additional  tax  of  10 
per  cent;  and  that  the  said  Statute 
reads  as  follows: 

“All  persons  attending  an  amuse- 
( Continued  on  page  77) 


Equipping  Municipal  Theatres 

Montreal — Mayor  Lucien  Borne,  of  Quebec,  a central  figure  in  a municipal 
amusement  tax  dispute  which  has  left  the  city  v/ithout  moving  pictures  for  nearly 
a month,  announces  purchase  by  the  city  of  Quebec  of  two  film  projectors. 

The  mayor  told  members  of  the  Quebec  civic  administrative  committee  that 
one  of  the  projectors  would  be  set  up  in  the  city-owned  Palais  Montcalm,  a big 
uptown  auditorium  which  would  be  leased  to  private  interests.  The  mayor  said 
there  was  also  a possibility  that  open-air  silent  pictures  would  be  shown  here 
during  the  summer  months. 

Alderman  Francis  I.  Dinan,  dean  of  the  council,  said  he  opposed  the  city's 
purchase  of  the  two  projectors — worth  $3,500 — because  the  city  was  “creating  a 
monopoly  and  attempting  municipalization  of  the  movie  industry,  to  the  restraint 
of  trade." 

He  said  that  the  Palais  Montcalm  was  not  paying  taxes  and  when  told  by 
Mayor  Borne  that  the  city  intended  to  lease  out  the  hall  for  motion  pictures  to 
private  interests  said  that  the  lessee  would  not  pay  taxes  and  would  thus  be 
able  to  charge  a lower  admission  price  than  owners  of  regular  theatres. 
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Early  Solution  of  Situation 
In  Nova  Scotia  Intimated 


Toronto — A clearing  up  of  the  situation 
in  Nova  Scotia  is  believed  near  by  execu- 
ties  of  major  distributors  here,  with  the 
holding  of  two  important  sessions  in  Hali- 
fax during  the  past  week.  One  important 
official  intimated  “an  understanding  be- 
tween exhibitors  and  exchanges  is  close 
which  would  enable  us  to  reach  a working 
basis.” 

The  meetings  were  called  to  deal  with 
differences  in  connection  with  booking 
contracts  and  clearance  schedules  and 
were  largely  the  outcome  of  the  action  of 
the  Nova  Scotia  legislature  in  passing  an 
act  providing  penalties  for  allegedly  unjust 
discrimination  by  distributors.  This  act 
has  not  come  into  force. 

The  Allied  Exhibitors  of  Nova  Scotia,  of 
which  A.  J.  Mason  of  Springhill  is  presi- 
dent, met  at  Halifax,  while  the  new  con- 
ciliation board  of  N.  S.,  of  which  Mason  is 
chairman,  met  the  following  day  to  con- 
sider the  representations  of  the  indepen- 
dents. The  Reconciliation  board  is  made  up 
of  four  independents,  two  exchange  man- 
agers and  a representative  each  from 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  and  the 
F.  G.  Spencer  Co.,  Ltd.,  which  operates  a 
chain  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 


Says  Independents  Have 
Equal  Representation 

Toronto — Exception  is  taken  to  the 
statement  attributed  to  Chairman  J.  O. 
Scott  of  the  Anti-Protection  League  of 
Canada  with  reference  to  the  conciliation 
committee  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade 
Film  Section  to  the  effect  that  “we  under- 
stand that  we  are  allowed  one  representa- 
tive on  this  committee,”  a correction  of 
this  impression  being  made  by  Col.  J.  A. 
Cooper,  president  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Distributors  of  Canada. 

“Independent  exhibitors  have  one  half 
of  the  membership  of  the  conciliation 
committee,”  declared  Colonel  Cooper. 
“Some  time  ago  the  independents  had 
three  representatives  on  this  committee, 
but  the  number  was  increased  to  four.  The 
theatre  chains  also  have  four  representa- 
tives.” 

The  film  distributors  are  represented  on 
the  Ontario  board  by  two  officials  as 
members,  these  being  Louis  Rosenfeld  of 
Columbia  and  Wolfe  Cohen  of  Warner 
Bros.,  with  L.  M.  Devaney  of  RKO  as 
chairman. 


Neon  Control  Change 

Montreal — A substantial  block  of  shares 
has  been  transferred  to  Neon  Products  of 
Western  Canada,  Ltd.,  from  eastern  Cana- 
da, resulting  in  the  west-controlled  cor- 
poration being  practically  100  per  cent 
owned  in  the  west.  The  12,336  shares 
held  in  one  block  in  eastern  Canada  were 
recently  bought  by  Pemberton  & Son, 
Ltd.,  Vancouver,  and  the  entire  block 
has  since  been  distributed  to  individual 
investors  at  $7.50  a share. 


Fewer  Culs  Made  in 
Foreign  Product 

Toronto — Regarding  the  international 
situation  and  the  marked  increases  in  the 
number  of  foreign  films  offered  to  thea- 
tres in  Canada,  the  Hamilton  Spectator 
offers  the  following  editorial  comment  un- 
der the  heading  of  “Motion  Picture  Cen- 
sorship:” 

“The  annual  report  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Censorship  and  Theatre  Inspection 
Branch  of  the  Ontario  Treasury  Depart- 
ment contains  many  items  of  exceptional 
interest.  It  is,  on  the  whole,  a gratifying 
statement. 

“Owing  to  the  disturbed  international 
situation,  particular  care  has  to  be  taken 
in  passing  foreign  films,  many  of  which 
are  charged  with  anti-Democratic  propa- 
ganda. Reference  is  made  to  the  ‘isms’  of 
Europe  which  continually  seek  to  use  the 
motion  picture  as  a means  of  spreading 
their  doctrines.  There  are  quite  a num- 
ber of  foreign-language  films  imported, 
not  merely  from  Europe  but  Asia.  The 
policy  of  the  board  is  to  insist  on  a cer- 
tified transcript  of  the  dialogues  and  com- 
petent translators  are  also  set  to  the  task 
of  investigating  their  character.  Russia 
sends  the  largest  number  of  this  class  of 
film,  which  is  gaining  steadily  in  popular 
favor,  no  fewer  than  102  being  in  Canada 
last  year,  as  compared  with  only  39  the 
year  before.  The  quality  is  said  to  have 
been  good  and  care  is  taken  that  no  harm 
shall  result. 

“An  interesting  table  reveals  the  pro- 
gress made  in  the  last  few  years.  In  1931- 
32,  for  instance,  the  number  of  films  sub- 
mitted was  2,188,  of  which  698  lor  31.9  per 
cent)  were  altered.  In  1938-39,  the  num- 
ber submitted  was  2,681,  only  380  (14.17 
per  cent)  of  which  required  alteration.” 

New  Theatre  Construction 
Started  at  Point  Grey 

Vancouver — The  snorts  of  a busy  steam 
shovel  announced  the  start  of  construc- 
tion of  a new  theatre  in  Point  Grey,  which 
is  to  be  called  the  Varsity,  is  underway. 
The  house,  seating  700,  was  designed  by 
Harold  S.  Kaplan  of  Toronto  and  is  be- 
ing constructed  by  the  Dominion  Con- 
struction Co.  for  A.  Wasel  of  Winnipeg. 

Just  before  the  work  started,  the  erec- 
tion of  another  theatre,  just  one  block 
distant,  was  announced.  It  was  to  be  for 
the  West  Coast  Theatres,  Ltd.,  but  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  to  indicate  their  inten- 
tion of  proceeding  with  actual  work. 


On  "Bridge  of  Sighs" 

Hollywood  — Charles  Perry  will  script 
“The  Bridge  of  Sighs”  for  Warner  Bros. 
Humphrey  Bogart  and  Gale  Page  are  co- 
featured, with  Lew  Seiler  set  to  direct. 


J^IFE  has  been  full  of  excitement  for 
Ambrose  J.  Nolan,  proprietor  of  the 
Pic  in  Aylmer,  and  son  of  P.  J.  Nolan, 
ex -Mayor  of  Ottawa  and  theatre  owner. 
Ambrose  was  defeated  in  a contest  for 
the  Aylmer  mayoralty  by  a slim  margin, 
supporters  of  the  rival  candidate  raided 
the  Pic  Theatre  and  wrecked  the  projec- 
tion room,  burned  an  effigy  of  Ambrose 
with  traditional  ceremony  and  a riot  en- 
sued, with  eyes  blackened  and  blood  spill- 
ed. On  top  of  all  this,  the  wife  of  the 
youthful  theatre  owner  gave  birth  to  a 
baby  boy  and  all  is  well.  In  view  of  the 
happy  event,  Ambrose  issued  a personal 
amnesty  by  declining  to  lay  criminal 
charges  against  those  who  had  wrecked 
the  projection  equipment.  “It’s  all  over 
now  and  why  not  be  a good  loser?”  de- 
clared the  proud  father. 

Haskell  Masters,  Canadian  general  man- 
ager of  Uiiited  Artists,  was  a visitor  in 
Ottawa  from  Toronto  to  deal  with  local 
contracts  for  next  season. 

“Royal  Banners  Over  Ottawa,”  color 
film  of  the  ceremonials  in  the  Capital  for 
Their  Majesties,  was  a hit  at  the  Capitol 
for  a week,  along  with  “Invitation  to  Hap- 
piness.” 

R.  S.  Lambert,  a governor  of  the  Brit- 
ish Film  Institute,  London,  England,  and 
known  as  a screen  and  radio  writer,  called 
on  a number  of  Canadian  government  of- 
ficials here. 

A petition  was  presented  to  the  Council 
of  Smiths  Palls,  Ont.,  protesting  against 
the  adoption  of  daylight  saving  for  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  but  the  mu- 
nicipal fathers  ignored  the  document.  Op- 
ponents have  appealed  to  the  Ontario  Mu- 
nicipal Board. 

Manager  L.  C.  Mills  introduced  French 
dialogue  films  at  the  Elgin  Theatre  for 
the  sake  of  variety  while  another  program 
was  billed  as  ‘‘All  Spook  Show,”  the  fea- 
tures bemg  ‘‘The  Mysterious  Miss  X”  and 
‘‘Night  Must  Fall.” 

The  Regent  Theatre  swung  into  action 
with  a program  labeled  “The  Happiness 
Show  of  the  Year,”  which  had  “Bridal 
Suite”  and  “The  Gracie  Allen  Murder 
Case.” 

Then  the  Imperial,  with  I.  Singerman 
at  the  helm,  presented  the  summer’s  best 
revival  show  with  two  reissues,  “The  Eagle 
and  the  Hawk”  and  “Stolen  Life.” 

Manager  H.  Marshall  came  to  bat  the 
Rideau  with  the  “All-Star  French  Show,” 
which  featured  “La  Route  Imperiale”  and 
“Haut  comme  3 Pommes.”  Local  mana- 
gers are  going  right  after  business. 

Don  Stapleton  of  the  Centre  Theatre 
made  a trip  out-of-town,  the  route  in- 
cluding Toronto. 


Subs  for  Bishop 

Winnipeg — At  the  Capitol,  Nestor  Novak 
carries  on  for  Harold  Bishop,  who  is  away 
on  vacation. 


74 


BOXOFFICE  : : July  8,  1939 


Q.ENUINE  regret  is  expressed  by  mem- 
bers of  the  film  industry  here  in  the 
passing  of  G.  B.  Garbarino,  owner  of  the 
Odeon  Theatre  for  25  years.  In  recent 
years  he  had  spent  some  time  on  a holiday 
in  Italy  and  his  two  sons  had  been  active 
in  the  management  of  the  neighborhood 
house.  For  years  it  was  the  happy  custom 
of  the  late  Mr.  Garbarino  to  make  a per- 
sonal Christmas  gift  of  a bottle  of  rare 
Italian  wine  to  many  of  his  friends  in  the 
Toronto  film  offices.  He  was  62  years  old. 

Two  prominent  independent  exhibitors 
of  Toronto  have  joined  the  Board  of  Trade 
Film  Section:  Harry  Alexander,  veteran 
manager  of  the  Lansdowne  Theatre,  and 
Harold  Kay,  manager  of  the  Fox. 

Clair  Hague,  Canadian  representative  of 
Universal  and  dean  of  the  local  film  col- 
ony, went  to  New  York  for  the  film  trade 
pioneers.  Hague  made  his  start  in  To- 
ronto 32  years  ago  and  has  been  associ- 
ated with  Universal  for  29  years.  He  was 
accompanied  to  New  York  by  O.  R.  Han- 
son. 

Miss  Florence  Lezack,  cashier  of  Su- 
perior Films,  Ltd.,  here,  is  making  an  ex- 
tended vacation  at  her  former  home  in 
Winnipeg,  Man. 

The  Garden  Theatre,  in  downtown  To- 
ronto and  one  of  the  first  theatres  to  be 
operated  by  N.  L.  Nathanson,  has  been 
closed  for  the  summer.  During  the  past 
season,  it  specialized  with  foreign-lan- 
guage films. 

The  Duchess  Theatre,  Toronto,  acquired 
by  Harry  Cash,  is  being  remodeled 
throughout,  the  modernization  program 
covering  every  part  of  the  building,  ex- 
cept the  four  walls. 

Louis  Rousson  and  Ted  Soucie,  repre- 
senting the  LaSalle,  Kirkland  Lake,  and 
the  Cartier  in  Timmins,  in  the  northern 
Ontario  gold  belt,  spent  several  days  here. 

A real  traveler  is  Jack  E.  Butler,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Imperial,  Moncton,  N.  B., 
who  made  the  long  trip  from  his  home 
town  to  confer  with  Toronto  exchange 
executives. 

Thomas  H.  Moorehead,  owner  of  the 
Capitol  at  Brampton  and  recently  elect- 
ed president  of  the  Peel  County  Con- 
servative Ass’n,  took  time  from  election 
preparations  to  visit  the  Toronto  Filmrow. 

A delegation  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  film  men 
passed  through  here  on  their  way  to  Camp- 
bellford  for  a fishing  holiday  at  the  sum- 
mer resort  of  Abe  Rappaport,  owner  of 
the  Hollywood  there.  The  party  comprised 
Bert  Stern,  district  manager;  Mat  Sulli- 
van and  A.  Leman  of  the  Buffalo  office 
of  United  Artists  Corp.  Jules  Bernstein, 
manager  of  Loew’s  Theatre,  Toronto,  join- 
ed the  expedition. 

Dan  Krendel,  manager  of  the  Tivoli 
Theatre,  large  Famous  Players  house  in 
downtown  Toronto,  is  enjoying  a 4,000- 
mile  holiday  automobile  tour  with  his 
family  during  which  he  is  visiting  New 
York,  Chicago  and  Winnipeg,  Man. 


Harry  Rathner  of  New  York,  represent- 
ing B.  N.  Judell  of  Progressive  Pictures, 
has  been  a visitor  in  Toronto  to  confer 
with  B.  W.  Silver,  general  manager  of 
Colonial  Pictures,  Toronto,  regarding  Ca- 
nadian distribution  of  Judell  productions 
commencing  in  the  fall. 

With  holiday  time  here  and  various 
Famous  Players’  managers  hitting  for  the 
summer  spots,  W.  Graydon,  manager  of 
the  Hippodrome  Theatre,  Toronto,  closed 
for  the  hot  weather,  is  serving  as  relief 
manager  in  different  situations. 

Despite  the  heat,  Mike  Wilkes,  exploi- 
tation specialist  for  United  Artists,  is  busy 
organizing  a Canadian  campaign  for  “The 
Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 

Jack  Arthur  of  the  Uptown,  Toronto, 


and  Ben  Cronk  of  Famous  Players  head 
office,  did  not  go  to  Baltimore  for  the 
annual  Shrine  convention,  this  being  one 
of  the  few  occasions  on  which  they  have 
missed  the  big  event. 

Ernest  Rawley,  former  publicity  direc- 
tor, has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Theatre,  Toronto,  in  suc- 
cession to  William  Breen  who  has  been 
in  charge  for  many  years.  Rawley  recently 
made  a trip  to  New  York  City. 

Jack  Whitehouse,  recently  with  the 
Roxy  Theatre,  Saskatoon,  Sask.,  has  been 
made  manager  of  the  Centre  Theatre,  in- 
dependent house  of  London,  Ont.,  in  suc- 
cession to  K.  P.  Hunter,  who  went  from 

(Continued  on  page  78) 
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MOWTRIEAIL 


^OG  DAYS  are  here  and  the  lure  of  the 
great  outdoors  is  having  its  usual  ad- 
verse effect  on  theatre  audiences.  Film- 
row,  too,  is  noticing  a falling  off  in  vis- 
itors, the  exhibitors  in  rural  areas  ap- 
parently taking  time  off  to  go  fishing. 

This  is  the  season  when  air-conditioned 
theatres  are  cashing  in.  Montreal  has  sev- 
eral, including  the  Snowdon  and  the  York, 
of  the  United  Amusement  Corp.,  the  Savoy 
at  Verdun,  a Confederation  Amusement 
house,  and  the  Capitol  of  Consolidated 
Theatres.  Now  William  E.  O’Loughlin, 
manager  of  the  Palace,  also  of  Consolidated 
Theatres,  announces  completion  of  a new 
air-conditioned  system,  and  John  Reidy, 
of  the  Princess,  which  belongs  to  the  same 
aggregation  of  first-run  theatres,  is  rush- 
ing along  a similar  cooling  equipment. 

ASN’s  color  film,  “Royal  Banners  Over 
Ottawa,”  which  has  been  received  with 
acclaim  by  patrons  of  the  Palace,  is  be- 
ing shown  in  London,  England,  where  it 
has  been  visited  by  Queen  Mary.  The 
British  Government  has  withdrawn  a tax 
of  12  cents  a foot  on  newsreels  portraying 
the  Royal  Visit,  thus  saving  the  com- 
panies from  the  necessity  of  destroying 
thousands  of  feet  of  film,  and  assuring 
the  British  public  of  a realistic  picture 
of  the  welcome  given  by  Canada  and  the 
United  States  to  Their  Majesties. 

Universal  Pictures  Corp’s  proposal  to 
introduce  the  elerrient  of  applause  into  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  is  deprecated  by  S. 
Morgan-Powell,  Montreal  drama  and  film 
critic,  as  likely  to  cause  a temporary  stop- 
page of  the  smooth  movement  of  the  film 
in  order  to  repeat  a given  section,  slow- 
ing up  the  action  and  increasing  the  run- 
ning time.  It  might  be  justified  in  the 
case  of  musical  films  in  the  opmion  of 
enthusiasts. 

Mary  Pickford  announced  in  London 
that  she  is  returning  to  the  films  in  order 


Vine  TO  Rill  A 

A RESULT  of  objections  from  Vic- 
toria theatre  managers  and  other  local 
organizations,  the  city  council  has  passed 
a ruling  prohibiting  the  use  of  city  parks 
by  circuses  and  carnivals.  The  W.  C.  Hug- 
gins Show  was  here  five  weeks  ago,  rent- 
ing space  at  Central  Park. 

It  is  reported  Famous  Players  may  re- 
open the  Strand  at  Nanaimo  for  weekend 
showings.  For  the  past  few  months,  busi- 
ness in  Nanaimo  has  been  on  the  upgrade. 

For  “Only  Angels  Have  Wings”  at  the 
Capitol,  a tieup  was  arranged  with  a local 
chain  store  which  had  a full  window  dis- 
play of  model  airplanes,  cutouts  and  a 
number  of  stills. 

Mel  Gow  of  the  Capitol  at  Nanaimo;-!. 
M.  Robertson  of  the  Capitol  at  Victoria; 
Cliff  Denham  of  the  Dominion  at  Victoria, 
and  Marc  Prieswerck  of  the  Atlas  at  Vic- 
toria will  attend  the  F-P  convention  at 
Niagara  Falls.  Dave  Borderland,  from 
Prince  Rupert,  will  represent  the  north. 


to  produce  pictures  with  “spiritual 
themes.”  Greer  Garson,  whose  acting  in 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  made  her  a star 
overnight,  is  an  Irish  girl  and  a Bache- 
lor of  Arts  of  London  University.  She 
complained  of  drawing  her  salary  in  Hol- 
lywood for  a year  without  doing  a stroke 
of  work.  Idleness  made  her  nervous  and 
she  jumped  at  the  chance  to  return  to 
England  and  act  with  Robert  Donat. 

Jean  SablOTi,  whose  frequent  appearances 
in  Montreal  has  resulted  in  French-Ca- 
nadians  considering  him  one  of  themselves, 
is  starring  in  “The  Streets  of  Paris’’  at  the 
Broadhurst  Theatre,  New  York,  along  with 
Yvonne  Bouvier. 

National  Film  Society  of  Canada  has 
received  a grant  of  $19,000  from  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation  to  be  used  over 
a period  of  two  years  in  the  purchase  of 
films,  and  establishment  of  an  evaluation 
committee  for  the  appraisal  of  educa- 
tional agencies  and  publications.  The  so- 
ciety had  already  received  $8,000  from 
the  Imperial  Relations  Trust  of  London 
to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  British  and 
Empire  films  of  which  30  have  been  pro- 
cured from  London  and  forwarded  to  Van- 
couver to  be  distributed  over  a three- 
month  period. 

Palace  Theatre  was  first  to  show  the 
Louis-Galento  fight  picture  which  was 
flown  to  Montreal  immediately  after  the 
film  was  developed  . . . “The  Mikado,” 
British  musical  film  in  Technicolor,  made 
its  first  appearance  in  Montreal  since  the 
first  run  at  Loew’s,  when  it  was  shown  at 
the  Imperial  over  Dominion  Day. 

Dionne  Quintuplets  two  films  grossed 
$1,052,000,  it  was  revealed  when  20th-Fox 
protested  against  a $12,500  United  States 
income  tax  arising  out  of  $250,000  paid 
to  the  guardians  of  the  Quints  . . . Booth 
Canadian  Films  have  received  an  order 
from  His  Majesty’s  private  secretary  for 
a print  of  the  16mm  color-sound  film  of 
the  receptions  to  the  King  and  Queen 
in  Toronto  and  Hamilton. 

Open  air  attractions  are  helping  to  di- 
minish audiences  in  the  motion  picture 
theatres.  A crowd  of  3,000  attended  the 
YMCA’s  “Bonfire”  concert,  and  Opera  on 
Mount  Royal  also  drew  big  audiences.  The 
Open  Air  Players  have  completed  dress 
rehearsals  for  their  annual  outdoor  pro- 
duction at  Lachine. 

Major  Gustave  Lanctot,  the  Dominion 
archivist,  who  accompanied  the  Royal 
party  across  Canada,  is  creating  a film 
library  of  the  tour.  He  has  thousands  of 
feet  of  film,  and  thousands  of  stills,  as 
well  as  records  of  Their  Majesties’  broad- 
casts. Lanctot  will  write  an  official  his- 
tory of  the  tour. 

Leicester  Square  Theatre,  London,  which 
announced  a sell-out  of  the  cheaper  seats 
thereby  inducing  a patron  to  purchase  a 
six-shilling  seat  to  see  “Three  Smart  Girls 
Grow  Up,”  was  ordered  by  the  entertain- 
ment committee  of  London  county  council 
to  close  its  doors  for  the  weekend  July  1 
and  2,  which  caused  the  theatre  an  ap- 
proximate loss  of  $5,000. 


A Vigorous  Catholic 
Censorship  Drive 

Toronto — A vigorous  campaign  for  fur- 
ther censorship  is  being  pressed  in  Canada 
by  Catholic  organizations. 

At  the  Ontario  Provincial  convention  of 
the  Holy  Name  Society,  a resolution  was 
adopted  calling  upon  the  civil  powers  to 
inaugurate  a form  of  controlled  restriction 
upon  all  types  of  posters,  handbills,  circu- 
lars, display  advertising,  window  displays 
and  publications  which  did  not  meet  a 
defined  moral  standard,  similar  to  the 
censoring  of  moving  picture  films.  The 
recommendation  included  a demand  for 
the  creation  of  a government  censor  board 
with  wide  scope  and  powers. 

The  Catholic  Women’s  League  of  Can- 
ada adopted  a pledge  to  boycott  filthy  pic- 
tures and  questionable  literature,  Mrs.  F. 
J.  Conroy  of  Edmonton,  Alta.,  declaring 
the  facts  of  life  should  be  learned  under 
proper  auspices. 

The  WCTU  of  Middlesex  county  ap- 
pointed a committee  “to  take  action  to 
secure  a better  class  of  moving  pictures 
for  children,”  the  first  duty  of  the  body 
to  gather  all  possible  information  about 
films  “clean  or  objectionable.”  The  Union 
also  asked  for  enforcement  of  the  law 
prohibiting  the  admission  of  children  to 
evening  shows  at  theatres  without  proper 
escort  and  scored  gambling.  Sweepstakes, 
Keno,  Bingo,  Bank  Night,  Sunday  labor 
and  Sunday  amusements. 


Recognize  Screen  as  an 
Instructional  Medium 

Toronto — The  Ontario  department  of 
education  has  finally  made  official  recog- 
nition of  the  screen  as  an  instructional 
medium.  Dr.  Duncan  McArthur,  deputy 
minister  of  education,  announcing  that  a 
special  course  on  the  use  of  motion  pic- 
tures in  schools  will  be  held  here  during 
August  for  school  teachers  of  Ontario.  The 
director  of  the  course  will  be  J.  J.  Cons  of 
the  University  of  London,  England.  Dem- 
onstrations of  projection  equipment  will 
be  a feature  of  the  training. 


gILL  JONES,  RKO,  is  back  from  that  con- 
vention in  New  York;  while  there  he 
spent  some  time  at  the  Fair. 


The  regional  meeting  of  the  Interna- 
tional Ass’n  of  Law  Enforcement  Officials 
here  introduced  a new  idea  in  having  mo- 
tion pictures  of  Mexico  where  the  next 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  later  this  year. 

Dave  Fairleigh,  eldest  son  of  M.  E.  Fair- 
leigh,  Hollywood  Theatres,  is  due  to  re- 
turn from  a California  honeymoon  on 
which  he  planned  to  visit  some  of  the 
studios  in  Hollywood. 

J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  Canadian  district  man- 
ager for  Fox,  is  due  here  on  one  of  his 
visits  to  the  local  office. 
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Stalemate  in  Quebec 
Over  Tax  Gouge 

(Continued  from  page  73) 

ment  in  any  place  of  amusement,  as 
defined  in  Chapter  125  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
1925,  and  its  amendments,  will  pay 
an  additional  levy  equal  to  10  per  cent 
of  the  admission  fee. 

“All  fractions  will  be  counted  as  a 
whole.  For  the  application  of  the 
present  law,  the  city  will  have  all  the 
powers  defined  in  the  said  Chapter 
125  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  1925.” 

“Considering  that  in  virtue  of  the 
law  the  City  of  Quebec  passed  a law 
to  collect  this  tax  and  that  it  estab- 
lished a portion  of  its  Budget  on  the 
revenues  from  this  tax; 

“Considering  that  the  Statute  is  im- 
perative and  that  the  city  cannot 
withdraw  it; 

“Considering  that  if  the  experience 
of  this  additional  tax  for  the  months 
to  come  up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
tax  of  10  per  cent  is  detrimental  to 
commerce,  and  that  if  proof  to  that  ef- 
fect is  given  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
city  council,  there  might  be  grounds 
to  ask  the  rescinding  of  the  said  law; 

“That  it  be  hereby  resolved  to 
recommend  to  the  City  Council,  at  an 
opportune  time,  on  the  condition  that 
the  cinemas  reopen  in  Quebec  without 
delay,  that  it  request  the  Legislature 
at  its  forthcoming  session,  to  rescind 
the  above-mentioned  law,  if  it  is  shown 
in  the  course  of  the  coming  months, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  that  the  said  additional 
tax  of  10  per  cent  is  detrimental  to 
commerce.” 

The  theatre  owners,  through  legal 
representatives,  presented  their  official 
reply  to  the  city’s  proposal  in  a letter  sent 
to  City  Clerk  F.  X.  Chouinard.  It  is  signed 
by  Bernard  Devlin,  K.  C.,  and  says: 

“The  committee  which  represents  thea- 
tre owners  in  the  city  of  Quebec  instructs 
us  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a copy  of  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  administrative 
committee  on  the  22nd  instant.  This 
resolution  asks  that  the  theatre  owners 
reopen  their  establishments  without  delay 
and  collect  the  tax  until  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year,  adding  that  if  it  is  proven  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  city  council  that 
the  additional  10  per  cent  tax  is  detri- 
mental to  trade,  there  might  be  grounds 
for  asking  repeal  of  the  law  adopted  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature. 

“It  is  evidently  impossible  for  our  clients 
to  accede  to  such  a request.  The  experi- 
ment has  already  been  made  and  showed 
in  a conclusive  manner  that  our  clients 
cannot  operate  their  theatres  and  collect 
the  said  tax. 

“By  acceding  to  the  demands  of  the 
resolution,  the  theatre  owners  would,  of 
necessity,  experience  considerable  losses, 
and  all  the  administrative  committee  of- 
fers in  return  is  uncertain  half-promise  of 
the  repeal  of  the  tax,  under  conditions 
over  which  control  is  impossible. 

“Under  these  circumstances,  the  theatre 


owners  have  instructed  us  to  advise  the 
administrative  committee  that,  for  reasons 
which  have  already  been  given  and  which 
it  would  be  useless  to  repeat,  they  cannot 
reopen  their  theatres  if  the  city  persists  in 
the  desire  to  collect  the  additional  tax.” 


Theatre  Owners  Will  Tell 
Citizens  of  Taxes 

Explanation  of  various  forms  of  taxation 
and  their  extent  will  be  offered  to  Que- 
bec’s public  by  theatre  owners  there  with- 
in the  next  few  days,  an  official  com- 
munique reveals. 

The  communique  says  that  according  to 
audited  reports  taxation  which  the  Capi- 
tal Theatre  paid  last  year  amounted  to 
$36,875.30,  or  “more  than  $100  a day  for 
each  day  of  the  year.” 

Of  this  amount,  it  says  $24,563.54  was 
paid  to  the  City  of  Quebec  and  $12,311.76 
to  the  government. 

“In  addition  to  having  to  pay  all  this 
taxation,”  it  concludes,  “Auditorium,  Ltd., 
experienced  losses  of  $26,305.56,  during 
the  year  which  ended  Oct.  29,  1938.” 

International  union  members  at  their 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Quebec  Levis 
Trades  and  Labor  Council,  adopted  a reso- 
lution opposing  the  motion  recently  sub- 
mitted to  the  civic  administrative  com- 
mittee by  the  Catholic  Unions  suggest- 
ing setting  up  of  a municipally  operated 
theatre  in  Quebec  City. 

The  international  unionists  declared 
themselves  opposed  to  the  idea  of  a mu- 
nicipal theatre.  Privately  owned  play- 
houses, they  aver  have  been  showing  clean 
pictures,  films  approved  by  the  bureau  of 
censors. 

The  situation  is  admitted  to  have 
reached  a point  where  some  action  will 
have  to  be  taken  one  way  or  the  other. 


Deanna  Durbin  Initiates 
"Coogan"  Earnings  Law 

Hollywood  — First  contract  for  a 
minor  player  to  be  drafted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  state’s  recently-enacted 
“Jackie  Coogan”  law  to  protect  earnings 
of  juveniles  in  the  film  industry — a new 
five-year  ticket  for  Deanna  Durbin  with 
Universal — is  in  the  hands  of  Superior 
Judge  Emmett  Wilson  for  an  expected 
okay. 

The  “Coogan”  ruling,  now  a part  of  the 
civil  code,  requires  that  50  per  cent  of  a 
minors’  earnings,  after  allowances  for 
taxes,  maintenance,  training  and  educa- 
tion, be  converted  into  a trust  fund,  oper- 
ation and  growth  of  which  shall  be  super- 
vised by  the  court.  James  Durbin,  the 
actress’  father,  and  Miss  Durbin  herself 
both  conferred  with  the  jurist  regarding 
budgets  and  expenditures. 

Her  new  contract  calls  for  a total  re- 
muneration of  $975,000,  and  provides  for 
three  pictures  yearly. 


Co-Star  Autry  and  Withers 

Hollywood — Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
borrowed  Gene  Autry,  Republic  cowboy 
star,  to  co-star  with  Jane  Withers  in  “Ju- 
bilo,”  a story  by  Ben  Ames  Williams.  Pro- 
duction is  set  for  early  fall. 


Memorable  Scenes  in 
Year's  Films  Cited 

Winnipeg  — “While  this  department’s 
memory  is  still  quickened  by  the  survey  of 
outstanding  films  so  far  this  year,”  says 
Prank  Morris,  film  critic  of  the  Winnipeg 
Free  Press,  “it  might  be  a good  idea  to  re- 
member a few  of  the  memorable  moments 
— some  of  them  fleeting,  some  of  them  last- 
ing— that  have  cropped  up  through  the 
months. 

“What,  for  instance,  do  you  consider 
the  finest  scene  in  films  this  year?  Many 
people,  we  are  sure,  would  say  the  tea 
party  from  ‘Pygmalion.’  “The  rains  in 
Spain  stay  mainly  in  the  plains.”  Can’t 
you  still  hear  Wendy  Hiller,  the  embodi- 
ment of  prunes  and  prisms,  as  she  as- 
tounded the  smug  gathering?  And  don’t 
you  remember  the  good  Anglo-Saxon  oath 
that  climaxed  the  scene? 

“But,  strangely  enough,  it  was  not  that 
scene  that  sprang  to  mind  when  we  start- 
ed to  recall  the  scenes  that  would  stay  in 
our  memory.  If  you  saw  “Love  Affair” 
you  will  remember  Maria  Ouspenskaya, 
who  played  Charles  Boyer’s  mother.  We 
can  still  see  as  she  sat  at  the  old-fash- 
ioned piano,  playing  an  accompaniment  to 
an  old  French  song  for  Irene  Dunne.  The 
gnarled  old  fingers  as  they  lovingly  picked 
out  the  melody,  the  air  of  gentle  concen- 
tration ...  it  all  added  up  to  genius. 

“And  then  there  was  ‘La  Maternelle.’ 
We  can’t  recall  the  name  of  the  actress 
who  played  the  servant  at  the  grim  school 
for  children,  but  we  can  remember  vividly, 
the  scene  in  which,  plump  arms  draped 
across  the  half-door,  she  regarded  with 
lusty  amusement,  the  flutterings  of  the 
principal  as  she  rehearsed  a speech  for  an 
important  visitor.  And  we  can  recall,  too, 
the  scene  in  which  the  unsmiling  face  of 
the  street  child  opened  like  a flower  un- 
der the  gaze  of  the  understanding  woman 
who  first  showed  her  kindness. 

“And  what  of  the  two  English  travelers 
in  “The  Lady  Vanishes” — the  ones  who 
worried  about  cricket  in  the  face  of  death 
and  other  disasters.  It  was  a priceless  bit 
of  satire  on  English  calm  when  danger 
threatens — or  was  it  a lack  of  sense  of 
humor? 

“Bette  Davis  made  ‘Dark  Victory’  out- 
standing all  the  way,  but  her  silent  ter- 
ror when  confronted  with  printed  proof 
she  had  not  long  to  live  was  sickeningly 
poignant.  And  do  your  member  Robert 
Donat’s  quizzical  air  of  amusement  when 
Rosalind  Russell  came,  with  her  sore 
throat,  to  his  doctor’s  study,  in  ‘The  Cita- 
del?’ And  what  of  Blackie’s  cry  of  stark 
terror  in  the  death  chamber  in  ‘Angels 
With  Dirty  Faces?’  and  ‘Beethoven’  as 
interpreted  by  Harry  Baur,  when  those 
clanging  noises  that  spelled  deafness  be- 
gan to  close  in  on  him. 

“And  finally,  the  hauntingly  beautiful 
way  that  Ginger  Rogers  and  Fred  Astaire 
danced  the  Missouri  waltz  in  ‘The  Story 
of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle.’ 

“These  are  just  a few  of  the  scenes  that 
made  films  memorable  the  first  six  months 
of  this  year.” 

In  view  of  the  customary  critical  knock- 
ing of  Hollywood’s  efforts,  Morris  seems 
to  find  considerable  praiseworthy. 
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Heading  Weslern  Zone 
For  Famous  Players 

Toronto — Frank  Kershaw  has  been 
named  by  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
as  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
Western  Theatres,  Ltd.,  a subsidiary  which 
operates  25  theatres  in  the  Province  of 
Manitoba.  Kershaw  formerly  was  west- 
ern supervisor  at  Winnipeg. 

In  his  new  role,  Kershaw,  who  was  a 
recent  visitor  in  Toronto,  will  direct  a 
number  of  the  most  important  theatres  in 
the  Winnipeg  zone,  including  the  Uptown, 
1,750  seats;  Starland,  1,500  seats;  Roxy, 
1,000;  Winnipeg,  1,800;  Lyceum,  1,210; 
College,  980;  Palace,  823;  Osborne,  805; 
Plaza,  800;  Tivoli,  803;  Rose,  700;  Gaiety, 
740;  and  other  neighborhood  houses,  the 
Arlington,  Crescent,  Fox,  Mac’s,  Regent, 
and  Wonderland,  all  in  the  City  of  Win- 
nipeg. The  Playhouse  at  Portage  la  Prai- 
rie is  also  a unit  of  this  group. 

Kershaw  is  practically  a native  son  of 
Winnipeg.  He  was  born  at  Norwich, 
England,  in  1904,  but  arrived  in  the  Mani- 
toba Capital  at  the  age  of  six  months  and 
eventually  secured  his  grounding  in  the 
theatre  business  by  working  in  his  fath- 
er’s Wonderland,  a 612-seater  and  one  of 
the  early  cinemas  of  the  city.  He  became 
manager  of  the  Osborne  in  1925  and  later 
took  over  the  Tivoli.  When  the  Kershaw 
group  was  taken  over  by  Western  Theatres 
in  1936,  Kershaw  was  transferred  to  Van- 
couver by  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
but  returned  to  Winnipeg  as  district  man- 
ager in  1937.  He  has  been  succeeded  in 
this  position  by  E.  A.  Zoren  of  Calgary. 

He  will  return  to  the  east  to  attend  the 


TORONTO 

(Continued  from  page  75) 
Kitchener  to  London  several  months  ago. 

Percy  Taylor,  veteran  film  man,  is  back 
in  Toronto  after  a lengthy  stay  in  Cali- 
fornia . . . The  Louis-Galento  fight  pic- 
tures, distributed  in  Canada  by  Harry  J. 
Allen  of  Grand  National,  were  rushed  into 
the  program  at  the  Casino  Theatre  and 
attracted  more  attention  than  other  re- 
cent ring  films. 

Manager  Tom  McKnight  of  the  Pa- 
tricia Theatre,  London,  registered  the  only 
holdover  of  the  past  week  with  a program 
headed  by  “East  Side  of  Heaven”  and  the 
color  film  of  the  Royal  Visit,  “Royal  Ban- 
ners Over  Ottawa.” 

Jack  Allen,  proprietor  of  the  Tivoli  The- 
atre, Thorold,  paid  his  second  visit  in  as 
many  months  to  Toronto  film  exchanges. 

Arnold  Hague,  son  of  Clair  Hague,  To- 
ronto, has  returned  to  the  Vancouver 
branch  office  of  Associated  Screen  News 
to  which  he  is  attached  as  a cameraman, 
after  touring  the  Dominion  with  the  Brit- 
ish Monarchs. 

Jewelry  and  other  valuables  were  taken 
by  burglars  from  the  apartment  of  George 
Lester  above  his  King  Theatre,  College  and 
Manning  Ave.,  Toronto,  of  which  he  has 
long  been  the  proprietor. 


annual  sales  convention  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ont., 
for  four  days,  starting  July  24. 


A Tug-of-War  Contest 
At  F-P  Convention 

Toronto — The  traditional  rivalry  be- 
tween eastern  and  western  Canada  is  to  be 
emphasized  in  a friendly  competitive  form 
at  the  annual  convention  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  at  Niagara  Falls  dur- 
ing the  course  of  a picnic  program  in 
which  one  of  the  highlights  is  to  be  an  east 
vs.  west  tug-of-war  tournament.  J.  A. 
Troyer  of  the  head  office  is  chairman  of 
the  sports. 

The  all-eastern  team  has  already  been 
selected  by  Sid  Scott  of  the  Capitol,  Sud- 
bury, and  advance  notices  indicate  such 
smashing  stalwarts  as  Jack  Arthur,  Ernie 
Smithies,  Tim  McCoy  and  A1  Sedgwick, 
each  tipping  the  bar  at  90  pounds  right 
out  of  the  water  on  the  hoof  undressed, 
will  provide  a ripping  tussle  for  the  west- 
ern crew. 

The  easterners  comprise:  A1  Ritchie, 
Alhambra,  Toronto;  W.  J.  Fawcett,  Capi- 
tol, Sarnia;  Jack  Arthur,  Uptown,  Toronto; 
Jack  Nelson,  Capitol,  North  Bay;  Ernie 
Smithies,  Capitol,  Kingston;  Tim  McCoy, 
Grand,  Kingston;  A1  Sedgewick,  Belsize, 
Toronto;  J.  Preston,  Palace,  London;  J.  V. 
Ward,  Capitol,  Niagara  Falls,  and  J.  J. 
LeFave,  Tivoli,  Windsor. 


F-P  Managerial  Shifts 
Effecte(d  in  Ontario 

Toronto — Important  managerial  chan- 
ges in  several  Ontario  points  are  an- 
nounced by  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  with  five  theatres  affected. 

Jack  Purves,  manager  of  the  Village  in 
Forest  Hill,  has  been  appointed  manager 
of  the  swanky  new  Eglinton  Theatre  in 
the  North  End  of  Toronto,  succeeding 
Robert  Eves  who  has  been  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Oakwood  Theatre  here,  a suburban 
house  which  has  been  in  operation  for 
more  than  20  years.  Purves  has  managed 
a number  of  theatres  in  Ontario  over  the 
years,  including  the  Tivoli  at  St.  Thomas, 
Capitol  at  Sudbury  and  the  Tivoli  at  Ham- 
ilton. Manager  A.  Easson  of  the  Oak- 
wood  has  been  transferred  to  the  Village 
Theatre,  Forest  Hill. 

W.  J.  Burke,  manager  of  the  Imperial 
Theatre,  Sarnia,  has  been  made  manager 
of  the  Brant  at  Brantford  where  Joe 
Bolinsky  has  been  in  charge  for  some 
years,  Bolinsky  going  to  the  Sarnia  Im- 
perial. Before  going  to  Sarnia  two  years 
ago,  Burke  was  manager  of  the  Palace 
at  London  and  was  previously  assistant 
manager  of  the  London  Capitol. 


Nathanson  Foregoing 
Trip  to  Englanid 

Toronto — President  N.  L.  Nathanson  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  has  de- 
cided to  forego  his  annual  summer  trip 
to  England  for  several  reasons,  chief  of 
which  is  the  fact  that  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
vice-president  and  managing  director  of 
the  Canadian  chain,  has  not  fully  recov- 
ered from  his  serious  operation  at  the 
Mayo  Hospital  in  Rochester,  Minn. 

The  21st  general  sales  meeting  of  the 
company’s  theatre  managers  is  scheduled 
one  month  earlier  than  in  former  years. 


Family  Films  Listed 
By  Welfare  Council 

Ottawa — The  current  approval  list  of 
“Motion  Pictures  the  Entire  Family  Will 
Like,”  issued  by  the  Canadian  Welfare 
Council  in  cooperation  with  the  Federa- 
tion of  Women’s  Clubs,  the  International 
Federation  of  Catholic  Alumnae  and  other 
bodies  for  the  guidance  of  parents  and 
educationists,  comprises  the  following  rec- 
ommendations : 

‘‘Boy  Friend” — A fairly  entertaining 
comedy,  starring  Jane  Withers,  who  pro- 
vokes laughter  with  her  puppy  love  af- 
fair. Strictly  for  the  juvenile  trade. 

‘‘Code  of  the  Secret  Service” — An  action 
melodrama  with  an  appeal  mostly  for 
young  people. 

‘‘Juarez” — A magnificent  production. 
Paul  Muni  is  excellent  as  Juarez;  Bette 
Davis  is  good  as  Carlotta,  but  the  oppor- 
tunity for  the  finest  acting  is  given  to 
Brian  Aherne,  as  Maximilian.  The  fam- 
ily. 

‘‘Young  Mr.  Lincoln” — Very  good  enter- 
tainment. Henry  Fonda  captures  the  spirit 
of  the  part  and  gives  perhaps  his  best 
performance  to  date.  The  family. 

‘‘The  Sun  Never  Sets” — A swift-moving 
and  dramatic  story  of  today.  It  plays  up  the 
heroic  sense  of  duty  that  carries  men  above 
their  personal  tragedies  in  devotion  to 
their  country.  The  family. 

‘‘Invitation  to  Happiness”  — A romantic 
drama  with  prizefighting  as  the  back- 
ground. The  family. 

‘‘It’s  a Wonderful  World” — Combining 
comedy  with  romance  and  murder  mys- 
tery melodrama,  this  picture  offers  enter- 
tainment that  has  general  appeal.  Adoles- 
cents and  adults. 

‘‘Captain  Fury” — A rousing,  colorful  ac- 
tion drama  of  the  1840’s  in  Australia, 
when  England’s  political  prisoners  revolt- 
ed against  the  exploitation  of  land  barons. 
Too  exciting  for  young  children;  other- 
wise for  the  family. 

‘‘Union  Pacific” — An  outstanding  epic  of 
the  development  of  the  West.  The  family. 

“Full  Speed  Ahead” — A documentary 
drama,  made  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
British  Admiralty.  The  family. 

“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips” — The  charming 
sentimental  drama  of  an  English  school- 
master. For  all  ages. 

“Jamaica  Inn” — A costume  melodrama. 
Adapted  from  the  novel  by  Daphne  Du 
Maurier,  it  tells  a lurid  story  of  wreckers 
and  murderers  on  the  Cornish  Coast. 
Charles  Laughton  plays  the  role  of  a 
dominating,  supercilious  ruffian.  Older 
adolescents  and  adults. 

“Tarzan  Finds  a Son!” — After  a consid- 
erable lapse  of  time  another  in  the  series 
of  the  exploits  of  Tarzan,  ruler  of  beasts 
in  his  jungle  kingdom,  comes  to  you.  For- 
est backgrounds  are  beautifully  photo- 
graphed and  hairbreadth  escapes  offer 
moments  of  rare  tenseness  and  beauty. 
The  family. 

“The  Grade  Allen  Murder  Case” — A very 
good  comedy-mystery  drama.  The  story  is 
interesting  and  Gracie  is  at  her  best. 
Scenes  are  riotously  funny.  Older  adoles- 
cents and  adults. 
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NEWSREELS  1 


Tuesday,  June  21 

Movietone  News,  No.  83:  New  Mauretania  ar- 
rives; Daladier  inspects  air  raid  precautions; 
Franco  celebrates;  refugee  ship  finally  finds 
haven;  French  airliner  leaves  N.  Y. ; Monteiro 
visits  White  House;  Paul  V.  McNutt;  fashions; 
Harvard  oarsmen  sweep  Thames;  baseball  in 
Tokyo;  water  skiing,  and  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  281:  Refugee  ship  finds 
haven;  Snite  returns;  bike  family  sets  pace 
awheel;  Paul  V.  McNutt;  “Melbourne  Madonna” 
in  U.  S.;  Viking  recipe  for  streamlined  Venus; 
Harvard  sweeps  Thames,  and  baseball  in  Tokyo. 

Paramount  News,  No.  94:  New  Mauretania  ar- 
rives; Monteiro  guest  at  aviation  display;  Paul 
V.  McNutt;  refugee  ship  finds  haven;  first  air 
passengers  back  from  Europe;  War  Admiral  re- 
tires; women’s  skeet  tournament,  and  Harvard 
sweeps  Thames. 

KKO  Fathe,  No,  98:  Louisiana  political  setup 
shaken;  refuge^  ship  finds  haven;  Jesse  Jones 
outlines  duties;  new  Mauretania  arrives;  Monteiro 
tours  army  posts;  water  skiing;  Harvard  sweeps 
Thames,  and  Derby  Day  for  mules. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  783:  Fog  delays  clipper 
crossing;  submarine  victims  mourned;  Monteiro 
sees  air  display;  new  Mauretania  arrives;  Paul  V. 
McNutt;  bless  banners  for  warships;  fog-bound 
freighter  beached;  silly  cycles;  gala  floral  festival; 
water  skiing;  glider  aces;  War  Admiral  retires, 
and  Harvard  sweeps  Thames. 

Thursday,  June  29 

Movietone  News,  No.  84:  Roosevelt  meets  gover- 
nors; Navy  bombers  hop  to  Honolulu;  endurance 
fliers  remain  aloft;  Treasure  Island;  Shriners  con- 
vention; Richard  W.  Leche;  Earl  Dong;  Admiral 
Yaniell  and  Cameraman  Mayell;  Crown  Prince 
Olaf;  fashions;  Swedish  gymnasts;  Chicago  life- 
guards; Australian  dog  racing,  and  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  282:  Navy  bombers  hop  to 
Honolulu;  airliner  leaves  Port  Washington;  West 
Point  host  to  governors;  Army  has  a new  com- 
mander; Father  Flanagan  honored;  Earl  K.  Long; 
kindergarten  commencement;  Joe  Louis  and  Ga- 
lento  weighing  in,  and  stunt  stars  in  Hollywood. 

Paramount  News,  No.  95:  Brides  follow  Omaha’s 
sailing;  Hollywood  golf  tournament;  diving  star 
gets  ready;  Roosevelt  host  to  governors;  auto 
acrobats;  Navy  bombers  hop  to  Honolulu;  Louis 
and  Galento  weighing  in,  and  Waukegan  greets 
Benny. 

KKO  Path©  News,  No.  99:  Roosevelt  host  to 
governors;  Father  Flanagan  honored;  rodeo  stars’ 
vacation;  Prince  Olaf  honors  American  way;  auto 
acrobats;  bombers  hop  to  Honolulu,  and  out- 
board speed  kings. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  784:  Airliner  leaves  Port 
Washington;  new  submarine  launched;  bombers 
hop  to  Honolulu;  “thrill-circus”  grips  crowd; 
street  sweepers  go  ritz;  Shrine  parade  gala  spec- 
tacle; kindergarten  commencement;  60  foot  statue 
carried  in  fete;  zoo  denizens  okay  fur  styles;  233 
lifeguards  in  mass  drill,  and  Louis  meets  Galento 
socially. 


Bird  on  Nellie's  Hat 

Universal  (Walter  Lantz  Cartune)  7 Mins. 

So-so  cartooning,  punctuated  with  the 
fairly  worn  mellerdramer  touch.  The 
villain  is  having  his.  own  way  with  Nellie, 
the  village  blacksmith’s  gal,  when  the  bird 
on  N — ’s  hat  flies  off  and  warns  the  V.  B., 
whose  name  is  Dan.  Dan  arrives  in  the 
nick  of  time — as  the  train  slithers  by. 


Screen  Snapshots 

Columbia  (No.  10)  10  Mins. 

This  should  be  a field  day  for  Hollywood 
fans  because  practically  every  well-known 
screen  star  parades  before  the  camera. 
The  place  is  Mrs.  Basil  Rathbone’s  Bel  Air 
estate  and  the  occasion  a charity  ball. 
Hedy  LaMarr  arranges  the  floral  decora- 
tions, Rosalind  Russell  gets  mixed  up 
counting  chairs,  Dolores  Del  Rio  and  Claire 
Trevor  sort  glassware  as  Mrs.  Rathbone 
and  a committee  of  helpers  arrange  things. 
When  the  affair  gets  under  way,  there  is  a 
glimpse  of  all  the  “names”  either  dancing 
or  sitting  at  the  tables. 


Jockeys  Up 

Columbia  (Sports  Issue)  9V2  Mins. 

What  it  takes  to  be  a jockey  is  shown 
here  with  prominent  riders  and  trainers 
featured.  The  camera  follows  the  jockeys 
in  the  morning  workout,  in  the  condition- 
ing room  and  game  room  where  the  boys 
relax  between  races.  Earl  Sande,  George 
Conway,  and  Mary  Hirsch,  America’s  only 
woman  trainer,  are  introduced.  Some  of 
the  jockeys  who  appear  before  the  cam- 
era are  Don  Meade,  Jimmy  Stout,  Ira  Han- 
ford, Irving  Anderson  and  Bobbie  Merritt. 


Going  Places 

Universal  (No.  64)  9 Mins. 

A quaint,  legendary  town  of  Mexico, 
which  apparently  hasn’t  changed  in  al- 
most 200  years,  is  the  lead  sequence  in  this 
reel.  It’s  called  Taxco  de  Alarcon  and  it 
abounds  in  picturesque  scenes  of  another 
world.  There’s  also  an  interesting  bit  on 
the  evolution  of  a modern  clock,  showing 
minute  details  of  construction.  Also  a 
magnificent  collection  of  glass  flowers, 
made  by  the  Nlaschkas,  which  is  now 
housed  in  the  Harvard  Botanical  Museum. 


To  the  Windwards 

Universal  (Going  Places  No.  65)  9 Mins. 

This  lovely  spot  in  the  Caribbean  is  al- 
most certain  to  capture  the  imagination  of 
all  persons  with  adventure  in  their  souls. 
It  is  a langorous  life  that  is  pictured  here, 
amid  tropical  splendor  and  the  age-old 
dignity  of  British  and  French  rule.  The 
native  customs  are  most  fascinating,  the 
crude  approach  to  industry  amusing  and 
the  scenic  setting  beautiful. 


I €HORT 

I OF  THE  WEEK 


Wotta  Nitemare 

Paramount  (Popeye)  7 Mins. 

Put  this  down  as  a “must''  for  your 
cartoon  fans.  Popeye's  animators 
haven't  contributed  a funnier  brand  of 
high-jinks  in  months.  And  the  most 
amusing  part  of  the  whole  business  is 
that  it  is  going  to  strike  a cordant  note 
with  anyone  who  has  either  been  un- 
fortunate enough  to  experience  night- 
mares, as  well  as  with  those  who  have 
heard  fantastic  stories  about  them.  In 
this  case,  Popeye  goes  through  the 
darndest  contortions  and  mouthings  as 
he  imagines  himself  on  the  short  end 
of  a picnic  episode  in  heaven;  his 
“friend”  Bluto  getting  the  best  of  Olive 
Oyl's  affections,  as  usual.  The  tide 
turns,  of  course,  but  not  without  an 
unusual  twist  to  the  customary  appear- 
ance of  the  can  of  spinach.  Even  after 
Popeye  discovers  the  whole  thing  is 
a dream,  he  is  so  sore  about  the 
“beating"  he  took,  that  he  goes  out  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  and  whacks 
the  senses  out  of  the  innocent  Bluto. 


Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Universal  (No.  65)  9Y2  Mins. 

Six  unusual  items  make  up  this  interest- 
ing short.  There’s  a collection  of  archaic 
penny  banks,  an  ant-town  similar  in  con- 
struction to  a gold-fish  bowl,  a real  ceme- 
tery for  dogs,  a couple  jitterbugging  on 
stilts,  a fighter  who  turned  artist  and  a 
splendid  display  of  hand-carved  miniature 
locomotives. 


Publicizes  Each  Feature 
Separately  on  Dual 

Detroit — Faced  with  the  difficult  prob- 
lem of  appealing  to  two  different  classes 
of  audiences.  Manager  David  M.  Idzai  of 
the  Pox  decided  to  publicize  the  attraction 
of  each  feature  separately. 

Newspaper  advertising  was  based  on  the 
theme,  “Our  programs  are  arranged  so 


that  you  can  see  just  the  short  subjects 
and  the  feature  you  like.  Call  Cherry 
7700  for  starting  times.” 

Difficulty  was  caused  by  the  combina- 
tion of  appeal  to  a detective  story  audience 
and  to  Shirley  Temple  fans,  with  “Susan- 
nah of  the  Mounties”  and  “The  Hound  of 
the  Baskervilles.”  The  Fox  so  far  has 
not  built  up  a regular  double  feature  audi- 
ence, as  this  pjolicy  has  been  in  effect  only 
three  weeks. 


RKO  May  Drop  Majestic 
Theatre  in  Columbus 

New  York — Having  leased  the  Central, 
Yonkers,  to  the  Harry  Brandt  circuit,  RKO 
now  is  considering  dropping  the  Majestic, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  About  a year  ago  the 
same  circuit  disposed  of  the  Broadway, 
Yonkers.  Plans  for  building  a new  house 
in  the  Metropolitan  area  have  been  aban- 
doned. 
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A 

ARIZONA  LEGION  (RKO) 

These  were  sold  to  me  as  musical  westerns. 
Where  is  the  music  and  where  is  Ray  Whit- 
ley? It  was  a better  than  average  western, 
but  they  wont  music  and  more  comedy.  Chill 
Wills  is  good.  To  below  average  business. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-15- 
10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pxacity:  230. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  Theatre, 
Stockton,  Mo. 

B 

BLONDIE  MEETS  THE  BOSS  (Col) 

For  some  reason  I can't  put  this  series  over. 
Business  just  average,  yet  I pushed  this  one 
more  than  usual.  It  pleased  most  of  those 
who  came,  but  doesn't  draw  anything  like 
the  Hardy  Family.  Tuesday.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  rural  patron- 
age. Population:  500.  Capacity:  280. — I.  Fos- 
ter Bailey,  New  Theatre,  Coffeeville,  Miss. 

BLUE  MONTANA  SKIES  (Rep) 

Not  nearly  so  good  as  the  previous  Autrys, 
although  he  still  outdraws  any  other  western 
star.  Saturday.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  575. 
— Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North 
Vernon,  Ind. 

BLUE  MONTANA  SKIES  (Rep) 

Good  picture,  good  business.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Capacity:  200. 
— E.  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Dewey,  Okla. 

BOY  SLAVES  (RKO) 

Seeing  this  picture  will  make  one  think. 
Competent  acting  by  all.  Too  maudlin  for 
our  Saturday  crowd.  Fri..  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-15-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — G.  P.  Held, 
Strand  Theatre,  Griswold,  la. 

BURN  'EM  UP  O'CONNOR  (M-G-M) 

Good  picture.  One  of  the  few  good  pic- 
tures from  Metro  this  season.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity:  220. — • 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Robertson,  loyo  Theatre,  Cole- 
ridge, Neb. 

c 

CAFE  SOCIETY  (Para) 

Did  better  on  this  one  than  I expected  to. 
Above  average  draw  and  held  the  attention 
of  the  audience  far  bettter  than  the  usual 
picture  which  has  no  action  and  is  all  dia- 
logue. Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  rural  patronage. 
Population:  500.  Capacity:  280. — J.  Foster 
Bailey,  New  Theatre,  Coffeeville,  Miss. 

CALLING  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

We  played  the  first  Kildare  picture  on  a 
cash  night  to  a full  house  and  it  was.  so  well 
liked  that  this  one  had  success.  It  is  very 
good  and  the  series  will  go  places.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  35-25-10. 
General  and  summer  patronage.  Population: 
3.500.  Capacity:  550. — Scott  Roberts,  Comique 
Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

CONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY  (FN) 

This  one  stood  them  out  in  front  so  long 
they  didn't  come  in.  At  that,  the  picture 
carries  loads  of  truth.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600,  Capacity:  250, — 
R.  A.  Moore,  State  Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 

CONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY  (FN) 

A well  made  picture  that  drew  better  than 
expected  as  it  has  had  much  publicity.  Not 


An  oven  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY.  Box- 
OFFiCE,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


liked  at  all  by  the  younger  folks  and  kids, 
but  some  of  the  oldtimers  enjoyed  it.  Many 
walkouts.  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon.  Admission:  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 575. — Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Pork 
Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

D 

DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

Truly  great  is  the  word  for  this  show.  Bette 
Davis  as,  usual  held  the  audience  speech- 
less. More  tears  flowed  down  the  aisles  these 
two  days  than  in  years  gone  by.  Even  the 
best  clouded  up  a bit.  Geraldine  Fitzgerald 
played  a great  part  and  should  be  headed 
for  success.  Brought  in  much  repeat  busi- 
ness. Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 35-25-10.  General  and  summer  patron- 
age. Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  550. — Scott 
Roberts,  Camden  Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

E 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN  (Univ) 

The  best  picture  Bing  was  ever  in  to  my 
knowledge.  Summer  resort  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,100.  Capacity:  300. — E.  C.  Are- 
hart,  Strand  Theatre,  Milford,  la. 

F 

FOUR  GIRLS  IN  WHI'TE  (M-G-M) 

Played  this  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  date 
in  a pinch,  but  am  glad  I did.  This  picture 
pleased  my  audience  more  than  many  of  the 
so-called  special  pictures.  If  you  haven't  al- 
ready played  it,  don't  pass  it  up.  This  pic- 
ture drew  about  usual  Sat.-Sun.  attendance. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  160. 
— Walter  J.  Buchholt,  New  Haven  Theatre,  New 
Haven,  Mo. 

G 

GRACIE  ALLEN  MURDER  CASE  (Para) 

A little  too  much  Grade.  Average  business 
on  it,  however.  Summer  res.ort  patronage. 
Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  300. — E.  C.  Are- 
hart,  Strand  Theatre,  Milford,  la. 

H 

HARDY  RIDE  HIGH,  'THE  (M-G-M) 

Not  as  hilarious  as  some  of  the  other  pic- 
tures in  this  series,  but  still  satisfactory  en- 
tertainment. In  my  estimation,  this  feature 
could  have  been  improved  considerably  by 
less  talk  concerning  drinking  and  smoking. 
Attendance  up  to  average  for  this  series,,  but 
feel  this  picture  does  not  deserve  top  allo- 
cation. Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 800.  Capacity:  160. — Walter  J.  Buch- 
holt, New  Haven  Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

I 

ICE  FOLLIES  OF  1939  (M-G-M) 

Had  to  compete  against  a church  revival 
with  this  one,  and  the  revival  won.  Even 
at  that  though,  I was  disappointed  in  the 
comments  I heard  later,  so  it  might  not  have 
done  much  better  with  no  competition.  Thurs.. 
Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  rural  patronage.  Population:  500.  Ca- 
pacity: 280. — I.  Foster  Bailey,  New  Theatre, 
Coffeeville,  Miss. 


I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para) 

Even  I liked  this,  show  with  Burns  in  it. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  35- 
25-15-10.  General  and  summer  patronage. 
Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  550. — Scott  Rob- 
erts, Comique  Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para) 

Bob  Burns  is  a good  draw  here.  This  is 
his  best  effort  to  date.  Your  patrons  will  like 
the  story.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Hot. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 600.  Capacity:  250. — R.  A.  Moore,  State 
Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 

IT'S  A WONDERFUL  WORLD  (M-G-M) 

Thought  it  missed  badly  in  plot.  However, 
drew  several  good  comments  but  little  bus,i- 
ness.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,800.  Capacity:  280. — Burrus  and  Henley 

Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

% 

K 

KING  OF  THE  'TURF  (UA) 

This  is  not  a bad  picture,  but  we  could 
not  sell  it  here.  Worst  Saturday  in  six  months. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity: 
250. — R.  A.  Moore,  State  Theatre,  Clarence, 
la. 

L 

LADY  AND  THE  MOB,  THE  (Col) 

Regardless  of  what  you  read  elsewhere,  I 
say  the  same  as  another  exhibitor,  "SKIP 
IT."  It  won't  draw  and  will  please  very  few. 
Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  rural  patronage.  Population:  500. 
Capacity:  280. — J.  Foster  Bailey,  New  Theatre, 
Coffeeville,  Miss. 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

Good  picture,  which  did  poor  business,  as 
small  town  folks  don't  care  for  Nelson  Eddy 
and  hia  operatic  shows.  However,  this  is  not 
an  opera.  Instead,  it  is  a big  Gene  Autry 
with  Eddy  singing  popular  songs.  There  is 
also  plenty  of  action,  with  Eddy  in  a big 
slugging  match  with  Victor  McLaglen.  Cast 
is  all-star  and  includes  Lionel  Barrymore, 
Edward  Arnold,  Guy  Kibbee,  Charley  But- 
terworth  and  Virginia  Bruce.  Sun.  Weather: 
Rainy.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M. 
Freiburger,  Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

LIFE  BEGINS  AT  40  (20th-Fox),  Reissue 

Will  Rogers  reissues,  well  liked  here.  Best 
midweek  business  in  some  time.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35-15. 
General  and  farm  patronage.  Population: 
600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto 
Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

Good  enough  picture,  but  not  the  draw 
that  other  Shirley  Temple  pictures  have  been. 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  OK.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  3,000. 
Capacity:  575. — Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Park 
Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

LOVE  AFFAIR  (RKO) 

Play  this  by  all  means,  for  it  will  pack 
the  ladies,  in.  They  more  than  go  for  Boyer 
and  this  will  get  them  a little  more.  A tear- 
jerker,  but  nice  tears  with  whip  cream  at 
B.  O.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 35-25-15-10.  General  and  summer  pat- 
ronage. Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  550. — 
Scott  Roberts,  Comique  Theatre,  Camden, 
Me. 

M 

MAN  OF  CONQUEST  (Rep) 

Best  picture  Republic  ever  made.  Com- 
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pares  favorably  with  ''Union  Pacific,"  ''Dodge 
City"  and  others  of  that  type.  Good  cast 
and  good  acting.  Business  not  so  good,  as 
it  rained  both  nights.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Frei- 
burger.  Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

MEXICALI  HOSE  (Rep) 

Autry  only  a fair  draw  here.  Smiley  Bur- 
nette even  brings  the  laughs  in  the  pre-vue. 
Thanks  for  the  photo,  Smiley.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600.  Capacity:  250. — 
R.  A.  Moore,  State  Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 

MIDNIGHT  (Para) 

One’  helluva  swell  picture.  Weather  only 
stopped  exceptional  business.  Everybody 
who  came  liked  it.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  300.  Capacity:  200. — I.  J.  Hurst, 
Star  Theatre,  Abernathy,  Tex. 

MOUNTAIN  RHYTHM  (Rep) 

Autry  and  Burnette  still  set  the  Dace  for 
other  westerns.  Good  popular  stuff.  Keep 
in  your  hillbilly  bands.  Summer  resort  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  300. — 
E.  C.  Arehart,  Strand  Theatre,  Milford,  la. 

N 

NEVER  SAY  DIE  (Para) 

Very  good  comedy.  Haven't  heard  so  many 
laughs,  for  months.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  25-15-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — 
G.  P.  Held,  Strand  Theatre,  Griswold,  la. 

o 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

Cagney  at  his  best  and  in  his  element. 
Very  good  picture.  Sepia  print  was  well 
liked.  Give  this  your  best  dates.  Played 
against  "Ice  Follies."  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Partly  rain.  Admission:  25-15-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — G.  P.  Held,  Strand  Theatre, 
Griswold,  la. 

ONLY  ANGELS  HAVE  WINGS  (Col) 

Played  this  show  for  the  first  time  in  New 
England.  Gave  it  plenty  on  the  publicity 
and  it  built  up  a little  each.  It  was,  not  as 
good  as  1 told  the  public  and  they  took  it 
for  another  airplane  picture.  The  suspense 
and  acting  was  great.  Barthelmess  did  a 
great  job  in  making  the  picture  better  than 
average.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  OK. 
Admission:  35-25-15-10.  General  and  sum- 
mer patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity: 
550. — Scott  Roberts,  Comique  Theatre,  Cam- 
den, Me. 

ONLY  ANGELS  HAVE  WINGS  (Col) 

Excellent  picture  that  has  everything — 
love,  action  and  thrills.  The  entire  cast  never 
better  and  the  picture  drew  good  midweek 
business.  Should  have  been  played  on  Sun- 
day opening.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot. 
Admisision:  25-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 3,000.  Capacity:  575. — Ritz  Amuse- 
ments, Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

ORPHANS  OF  THE  STREETS  (Rep) 

A.  very  good  picture.  Pleased,  but  did  no 
extra  business.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Rain.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age, Population:  700.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A. 
Kelley,  Rex  Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

OUTSIDE  THESE  WALLS  (Col) 
lust  an  ordinary  program  picture  good 
enough  for  bargain  or  gift  night.  Tuesday. 
Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 3,000.  Capacity:  575. — Ritz  Amuse- 
ments, Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

P 

PERSONS  IN  HIDING  (Para) 

Another  action  programmer  played  on  Sat- 
urday in  place  of  my  usual  western  to  satis- 
fied patrons,  and  a satisfactory  boxoffice.  J. 
Edgar  Hoover's  name  no  doubt  helped  a lot. 
Sat.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  rural  patronage.  Population:  500.  Ca- 
pacity: 280. — J.  Foster  Bailey,  New  Theatre, 
Coffeeville,  Miss. 


R 

ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th-Fox) 

Good  picture,  but  business  not  so  good  as 
anticipated.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Frei- 
burger.  Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th.Fox) 
I'd  like  to  see  more  like  this  one  after  ab- 
sorbing "Swing,"  Jolson's,  "Mommy"  and 
Alice  Faye's  sincere  efforts  are  appreciated. 
P.S.:  The  customers  liked  it  too.  Sat.,  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Rainy.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  and  mining  patronage.  Population: 
5,300.  Capacity:  554  and  546. — Don  Ballard, 
Lyric  and  Sherman  Theatres,  Sullivan,  Ind. 

s 

ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  (Pam) 

Not  a top  allocation' picture,  but  did  from 
50  to  100  per  cent  more  business  than  I did 
on  several  Paramounts  that  were  in  top  al- 
location. It  will  please  nearly  100  per  cent. 
Monday.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  rural  patronage.  Population:  500. 
Capacity:  280. — I.  Fos,ter  Bailey,  New  Theatre, 
Coffeeville,  Miss. 

ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  (Para) 

A damn  good  picture  and  the  only  thing 
that  kept  us  from  cleaning  up  was  rain. 
Pleased  all  who  sow  it.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  350.  Capacity:  2O0. — Ben 
Ray,  Petersburg  Theatre,  Petersburg,  Tex. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M) 

Good  program  fare — nothing  more.  But 
that  was  all  it  was  supposed  to  be.  Beery 
still  one  of  our  favorites.  Alan  Curtis  per- 
fect in  his  "Tough  Boy"  role.  Thurday.  Weath- 
er: Fair.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
930.  Capacity:  300.- — Sammie  Jackson,  Jack- 
son  Theatre,  Flomaton,  Ala. 

6,000  ENEMES  (M-G-M) 

If  all  companies  are  to  be  content  with 
films  like  this  in  meeting  their  contract  re- 
quirements, then  the  future  looks  dark.  It 
wasn't  too  bad  and  it  wasn't  good — one  of 
those  in-between  films  that  curse  the  indus- 
try so  abundantly  these  days.  Thurs.  Weath- 
er: Warm,  clear.  Admission:  40-30.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  562. 

■ — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

STORY  OF  ALEXANDER  GRAHAM 
BELL  (20th-Fox) 

One  of  the  best  of  the  season,  but  the 
title  must  hove  kept  them  away.  If  you  can 
force  'em  in,  your  patrons  will  thank  you 
after  they  see  it.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,800.  Capacity:  280. — Burrus  and  Hen- 
ley Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

SUDDEN  MONEY  (Para) 

Very  mediocre  picture  with  no  draw.  Tues- 
day. Weather:  OK.  Admission:  25-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity: 
575. — Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Park  Theatre, 
North  Vernon,  Ind. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

Somehow  those  stage  plays  never  turn  out 
OK  as  a motion  picture.  Drew  good  due  to  the 
publicity  about  it.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 600.  Capacity:  200. — Mrs.  M.  H.  Robert- 
son, Joyo  Theatre,  Coleridge,  Neb. 

YOUNG  MR.  LINCOLN  (20th-Fox) . ^ 

A very  enjoyable  show  and  not  at  all  top- 
heavy  or  stiff  as  expected.  Fortunately,  it 
isn't  an  epic,  m'erely  an  interesting  phase  of 
a great  man's  life.  Patrons  liked  it  100  per 
cent  and  seemed  well  satisfied,  even  with 
free  softball  games  around  the  corner.  Busi- 
ness almost  average.  Mon.,  Tuesi.  Weather: 
Hot,  dry.  Admission:  40-30.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom 
McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williams- 
burg, Va. 


vervthing 


V— ' about 
Gotham  bespeaks 


gracious  living  . • • 
its  spacious  rooms, 


of  good  taste,  its 
cnoerb  cuisine 


economy 


Under  the  same 
Management  as 

The  DraU 

CHICAGO 

TheBlachstone 

CHICAGO 

The  Evanshire 

EVANSTON,  ILL. 

Theloiufi  fiouse 

LOS  ANGELES 

A.  S.  Kirkeby 
Managing  Director 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  8,  1939 


89 


SQUln^  SQat5\ 


P R A C T I C A L I D E A S BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Almospheric  Front  in 
Toledo  for  Tarzan 


Try  Novelties 
As  Hypo 


Happiness"  Serum 
Poured  on  Kaycee 


Toledo,  O. — Special  attention  to  the  lob- 
by front  in  addition  to  other  executed  ex- 
ploitation stunts  marked  Manager  Wally 
Caldwell’s  campaign  on  “Tarzan  Finds  a 
Son!”  at  the  Loew’s  Valentine. 

Caldwell  had  a special  atmospheric 
compo  display  covering  the  entire  front 
with  cutout  animals  mounted  throughout. 
In  addition  there  were  some  18-inch  die 
cut  wind  cards  under  the  soffit,  plus  a 50- 
foot  silk  valance  and  electric  sign  atop 
marquee  with  picture  title  in  30-inch  cutout 
lamped  letters  operated  on  a flasher. 

Street  stunts  consisted  of  three  and  six 
sheets  mounted  on  a new  Chevrolet  chassis 
which  toured  all  sections  of  the  city. 
Several  hundred  gas  inflated  imprinted 
balloons  on  long  strings  were  distributed 
on  impKsrtant  corners  and  tied  to  radiator 
caps.  Five  thousand  bookmarks  were  dis- 
tributed to  various  circulating  libraries  in 
the  city. 

There  were  window  displays  of  Tarzan 
books  and  games,  men’s  fashions  as  exem- 
plified by  Johnny  Weissmuller  and  the 
same  for  women’s  styles  with  Maureen 
O’Sullivan  as  the  center  of  attraction. 

A Tarzan  yell  record  was  aired  at  in- 
tervals several  times  daily  three  days  in 
advance  with  special  announcement  on 
the  picture  following. 


“Tarzan"  Float  Follows 
Up  Royal  Tour  Parade 

New  York — Utilizing  the  audience  of 
thousands  that  gathered  to  witness  the 
English  King  and  Queen  pass  along  the 


Try  Novelties 
As  Hypo 

New  York — As  cm  added  hypo  for 
business,  RKO  metropolitcm  theatres 
have  introduced  a number  of  novelty 
attractions  for  the  sximmer.  Proctor's. 
Mcmhattcm,  has  a bathing  beauty  con- 
test Fridcry  nights.  "True  cmd  False" 
contests  are  featured  at  Keith's,  Flush- 
ing, Tuesday  cmd  Wednesday.  Stage 
shows  are  scheduled  at  the  White 
Plains,  New  Rochelle  and  Tilyou  on 
Tuesdays,  the  Royal  and  Dyker  on 
Wednesday  cmd  at  the  Fordham,  Mad- 
ison cmd  Republic  Friday  nights.  Col- 
ored amateurs  perform  at  the  Regent 
Friday  evenings.  Live  entertainment  is 
on  tap  at  the  Greenpoint  every  Tues- 
day, Friday  cmd  Saturday  nights. 


West  Side  Express  Highway,  M-G-M  had 
a large  float,  decorated  to  represent  a 
scene  from  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son!”  fol- 
low the  royal  procession  along  the  street 
adjoining  the  highway,  catching  the  spec- 
tators as  they  left  the  scene  of  the  parade. 

Following  the  New  York  engagement,  the 
float  will  visit  other  eastern  and  mid- 
western  cities. 


“Tarzan"  Tied  With  Lions 
Meeting  in  Long  Beach 

Long  Beach,  Cal. — 'Tying  in  with  the 
Pacific  Coast  regional  convention  of  the 
Lions  Club,  Metro’s  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son!” 
was  booked  into  the  United  Artists  Theatre 
by  Manager  Rupert  Moore.  He  decorated 
the  lobby  with  stuffed  lions  and  ballyhooed 
the  picture  with  caged  live  lions  on  the 
street. 


Kansas  City — An  extensive  campaign  on 
“Invitation  to  Happiness,”  started  five 
weeks  in  advance  of  the  picture’s  opening, 
was  successfully  conducted  by  the  New- 
man Theatre  here.  Jerry  Zigmond,  man- 
ager, was  assisted  by  William  Knight  and 
John  Eifert. 

The  campaign  broke  with  a special 
screening  for  some  300  Kansas  City  wom- 
en, whose  carded  comments  were  used  for 
lobby  display  boards,  trailers  and  news- 
paper ads.  Special  cartoon  teaser  ads  were 
used  in  local  papers  in  advance  of  the 
film’s  opening. 

Local  merchants  were  contacted  to  use 
“Invitation  to  Happiness”  catchlines  in 
their  newspaper  advertising.  Six  thou- 
sand Life  Saver  samples,  wrapped  in  a 
band  plugging  the  picture,  were  distrib- 
uted throughout  the  downtown  district. 
Also,  several  thousand  invitations  mimeo- 
graphed on  telegram  blanks  were  distrib- 
uted free  by  Western  Union.  Couples 
married  within  three  weeks  prior  to  the 
film’s  opening  were  sent  a special  invita- 
tion which  admitted  them  to  see  the  pic- 
ture. 

A special  feature  of  the  campaign  was  a 
sundae  tieup  with  S.  S.  Kresge  store,  fea- 
turing Happiness  Simdaes.  Badges  and 
signs  were  used  throughout  the  store. 


NUGGETS 

GALA  parade  of  mounted  cowboys  fol- 
lowed by  covered  wagons  and  other 
means  of  transportation  used  in  pioneer 
days  highlighted  Manager  Jimmy  Matlock’s 
campaign  on  “Dodge  City”  at  the  Rivoli, 
Portland,  Ore. 

• 

Paramount’s  foreign  department  and  the 
export  division  of  Lionel  Electric  Toy  Train 
Co.  have  completed  arrangements  for  a 
world-wide  tieup  on  "Union  Pacific.’’  Lio- 
nel is  giving  exhibitors  in  key  cities 
through  the  world  a toy  train  modeled  after 
the  Union  Pacific’s  Streamliner  to  be  used 
as  contest  prizes. 

o 

A cell  with  a cot,  blanket  and  a radio 
on  a stand  was  set  up  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Stratford,  Chicago,  by  Manager  Steve  Fitz- 
gerald, for  his  campaign  on  “Blackwell’s 
Island.”  A racing  sheet  and  other  items 
designed  to  give  the  cell  a luxurious  ap- 
pearance were  scattered  about. 

« 

For  the  promotion  of  "Made  for  Each 
Other”  Manager  Jack  Fretwell  of  the  State 
Theatre  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  obtained 
three  large  storks  for  a furniture  store 
window  display  after  a city-wide  search. 
The  baby  angle  was  plugged  in  the  tieup 
plus  newspaper  ads  in  the  form  of  a per- 
sonal letter  to  his  patrons. 


Good  Summer  Tieup — 

A view  of  the  Royal  Crown  Cola  Boat  bar  on  the  mezzanine  of  the  Loew’s 
Rochester,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  idea  is  a good  one  for  summer  tieups  between 
exhibitors  and  manufacturers  of  soft  drinks.  At  no  cost  to  the  theatre,  the 
company  which  puts  out  Royal  Crown  Cola  set  up  the  bar  and  patrons  were 
served  free  drinks  in  four  ounce  Dixie  paper  cups.  The  Cola  is  cooled  in  icers 
right  on  deck.  Manager  Lester  Pollock  arranged  the  deal  for  the  bar  to  re- 
main for  the  duration  of  the  summer. 
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aving  guide  lor  exhibitors  who 

not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 


Alphabetical 

This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  e 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do 
tributor.  All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


A 

Across  the  Plains  (Mono) 

June  3 3856 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 983 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

(WB)  Feb.  18  321 

After  Schooldays  (Unlv) 

Almost  a Gentleman  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  21 3820 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring- 

Fever  (M-G-M)  

Arizona  Legion  (RKO)  Jan.  14..  982 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  12  929 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue ....  1072 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 932 

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) 

Apr.  15  3833 

Bad  Lands  (RKO)  933 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3.3863 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 

Jan.  28  915 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col) 

Big  Town  Czar  (Dnlv)  Apr.  22  3018 
Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 


Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col) . 
Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13..  943 


Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Bo.v  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3824 

Boys  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 3820 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27..  937 
Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 931 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 
Police  (Para)  Apr.  8 3831 

c 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11....  3826 
Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  29  932 

Captain  Fiiry  (TTA)  May  13 

Career  (RKO)  July  1 

Charlie  Chan  In  Reno 

(20th-rox)  June  3 948 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22  8012 

Clouds  Over  Kurope  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

May  13  374 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Unlv) 

Jan.  28  3019 

Colorado  Simset  (Rep) 846 

Confessions  of  Nazi  Sp.v  (FN) 

Apr.  29  353 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18  . 3822 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

D 

Dark  Victory  (FN)  Mar.  11 . . . 354 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Dodge  City  (WB)  Apr.  8 304 

Dorni  the  W’yomlng  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 

Mar.  26  3864 

E 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Dniv) 

Apr.  15  3006 

Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox) 

Doc.  3 935 

Ever.vthing  Is  Rhj-thm  (Astor) . 

Ex-Champ  (Dnlv)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

F 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  924 
Fnmils'  Next  Door  (Unlv) 

Apr.  16  3020 

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11.. 9030 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO) 

Feb.  4 844 

Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10  927 
Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  Apr.  29...  922 
Flying  Irishman  (RKO)  Mar.  11  919 

For  Love  or  Money  (Unlv) 3030 

May  13  


Forged  Passport  (Rep)  Feb.  11 . . 823 
Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.  .3031 

Four  Feathers  (UA) June  24 

Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  21  9-31 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) . . . 951 
Frontier  Pony  Express  (Rep) 

Apr.  15  854 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (Col)  Mar.  11... 9212 

G 

Gambling  Ship  (Dniv)  Dec.  24.. 3023 

Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO) 

June  10  926 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20  928 
Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  May  20 
Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27 . 944 
Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

Gunga  Din  (RKO)  Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22  . . 934 

Hell’s  Kitchen  ( WB)  June  24...  312 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep) 

Feb.  18  842 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 922 

Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22..  3836 
Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 936 

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20.. 3038 

I 


I Stole  a Million  (Univ) 

I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  25.  824 
I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3830 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  11  925 

Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4.  920 

In  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  856 

Inside  Information  (Univ) 

June  10  3040 

Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22.. 934 
Inspector  Homleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  22  945 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  3841 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  AVorld  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  21..  921 
Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (WB)  Apr.  29 301 

K 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 . 363 
Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 929 
King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

Mar.  11  3827 

King  of  the  'Turf  (DA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14  317 

L 

l.ad.v  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 


Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) . . 


Lady’s  From  Kentucky,  The 

(Para)  Apr.  15  3834 

Law  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

I.et  Freedom  King  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  26  926 

Let  Us  Live  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

Little  Pal  (Mono) 3828 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Apr.  15  9213 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 

Jan.  28  9014 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

Lost  Patrol  (RKO)  

Lost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue.  . 994 

Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  18 916 

Lucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6...  933 

M 

Made  for  Each  Other  (DA) 

Feb.  11  


Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 


Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15..  801 
Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8...  375 

Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 843 

Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 
.llidnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 3828 


Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) .... 

Bliracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M) 

Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 

Modem  Cinderella  (Univ) 

Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep) 845 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-Fox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning 

(20th-Fox)  July  30  920 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown  (Mono) 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Dniv) Reissue 

M.v  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) 

3Iar.  18  9029 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (Rep) 

Mar.  11  810 

M.vstery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18  3806 

M.vstery  of  the  M'hite  Room 

(Dniv)  Apr.  1 3037 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4. ...3809 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  28  372 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter 

(WB)  324 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 
Navy  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18... 3805 
Never  .Say  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11.. 3832 
News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Night  Riders  (Rep)  Apr.  8 865 

North  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11.9038 
North  of  Yukon  (Col)  July  8.  . . .9205 

o 

Off  the  Record  (WB)  Jan.  28...  314 
Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

Oklahoma  Kid  ( WB)  Mar!  18  . . . 308 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono).. 3856 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  July  8 

On  Trial  (WB)  Mar.  25 323 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3825 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Col)  May  20  9001 

Out  of  Singapore  (Astor) 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

June  3 9031 

P 

Panama  Lady  (RKO)  May  13...  925 
Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25. . . . 314 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col) 9032 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  Dec.  24  3821 
I’ersons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28.3823 

Phantom  Stage  (Dniv) 30.56 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Dniv) 3033 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28.  822 
I’rison  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11....  980 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 

May  20  984 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  29 940 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  28.W1-2 
Risky  Business  (Univ)  Mar.  11.. 3029 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods 

(Col)  Apr.  29  

Rolling  Westward  (Mono)  Apr.  1.3863 


Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 923 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(20th-Fox)  May  13  942 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep) 

Mar.  25  853 

S 

Saint  in  London  (RKO)  July  1..  929 
St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28.  .3822 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  918 


Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feb.  11  320 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  25  927 

She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 815 

Should  a Girl  Marr.v?  (Mono).. 3823 
Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep) . . 
Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3.  .AVI-3 
Six  Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18  AVI-19 
6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3.  . 938 
Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17  933 
Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 930 
Society  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Mar.  11  3024 


^katt 


Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  3837 
Sorority  House  (RKO)  Apr.  22..  924 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 813 


Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  855 

Sitellhinder  (RKO)  931 

Spirit  of  Culver  (Dniv)  Mar.  4.. 3014 
Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

June  10  9206 

Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Star  of  Midnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25.. 3822 

Stolen  I.ife  (Para)  Apr.  29 3861 

Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 938 

•Story  of  A’ernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  8.38 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

(Rep)  Apr.  29  

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 

Apr.  15  3802 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 

Siihmariiie  Patrol  (2Wth-Fox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Sudden  Money  (Para)  Mar.  26 
Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Univ) 

June  10  3009 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 

(Mono)  Apr.  1 .3862 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 3857 

Susannah  of  the  Alounties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  954 

Sweepstakes  AA'lnner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 


T 

Tall  Spin  (20th-rox)  Feb.  4 925 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-AI) 

June  3 939 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-5I)  May  20.  935 
Texas  Stampede  (Col)  June  10.  .9204 
These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M)  . . 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  . . 

They  Asked  for  It  (Univ) 3040 

The.v  Blade  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25  920 

They  .Shall  Have  Blusic  (UA) . . . 
Three  Aliisketeers  (20th-lox) 

Feb.  11  927 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

(Dniv)  Blar.  25  .3001 

Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep)  June  24  866 
Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

To  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Torchy  in  Chinatown  (FN) 371 

Torchy  Runs  for  Blayor  (WB) 

Apr.  1 322 

Trapped  in  the  Sky(Col)Feb.  18.9024 
Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  Blay  13... 3854 
Trouble  in  Sundown  (RKO) 

Blar.  11  983 

Tumbleweeds  (Astor) 

12  Crowded  Hours  (RKO)  Feb.  18  917 


U 

D-67  (Astor)  

Undercover  Agent  (Blono)  3824 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para) 

Blay  27  3840 

Unexpected  Father  (Unlv) 

Union  Pacific  (Para)  Blay  6... 3835 
Unmarried  (Para)  Blay  27 38.38 

W 

AA’anted  by  Scotland  Yard 

(Blono)  Apr.  29  3829 

W’are  Case,  The  (20th-Fox) 8014 

AA'aterfront  (AVB)  July  1 325 

AA'ay  Down  South  (RKO) 

AVestern  Caravans  (Col)  July  1.9207 
AA'Iiispering  Enemies  (Lol)  Jun.  7 


AVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20thr- 


Fox)  Feb.  18  930 

AA’ings  of  the  Navy  (AA’B)  Jan.  21  309 
AVinner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  939 

AVinter  Carnival  (UA)  

AA'ithln  the  Law  (M-G-M) 

Blar.  18  928 

AVolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 3813 

AA’oman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4.... 808 
AA’oman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) . . 
AA’omen  in  the  AVind  (WB) 

Feb.  4 316 

Wiilherlng  Heights  (DA)  Apr.  1 
AVyoming  Outlaw  (Rep)  867 

Y 

Yes,  Bly  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11  357 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Blan  (Univ)  Feb.  25  3005 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 

Blurder  (FN)  Jan.  28  361 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 947 

z 

Zenobia  (DA)  Mar.  18 

Zero  Hour  (Rep)  May  27 
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CURRENT  RELEASES 


Numerals  Following  Titles  are 
ICiiniiiiig  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional ICelease,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 
QIndieates  short  of  the  week. 
©Indicates  color. 


Columbia 

AI,1,-STAR  COMEDIES 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) Apr.  21, ’39 

Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(llVa)  Mar.  21, ’39 

Mntiiiy  on  the  Body 

(17)  Fell.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enonch  (18) Sept.  30 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  June  2, ’.39 
Pest  From  the  tVest  (..)...  .June  16 
Rattling  Romeo  (17) Jul.y  II 

Swing  Yon  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20. ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  5, ’39 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18)  . Oct.  28 
The  Sap  Takes  a Sap 

(ir,Vs)  Mar.  10, ’.39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Clyde 

(18)  July  28 

COEOR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollj’wood  Graduation  (7)...Ang.  26 
I.lttle  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Nov.  3 

I.neky  Pigs  (..) May  26 

Nell’s  Yells  (..)  June  30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8)  ..  Jan.  26, ’39 
The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  Feh.  24, ’.39 
The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

COEDMBI.Y  TOUR 
Big  Town  Commuters  (9)  . Feh.  3, ’39 

Man  Made  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

( . .)  May  26 

Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 

COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  Mar.  24, ’39 

No.  8 Strauss  Waltzes 

(..)  Apr.  21, ’39 

No.  9 Songs  of  the  West 

( . . ) May  19,  ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  (.  .)  June  16 
Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  4 Sweetheart  Melodies  (ll)Dec.  30 

No.  !)  Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Moon  .Songs  (10)  . . . .Feh.  24,  ’.39 

KRAZY’  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  (..) Apr.  6, ’.39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7) . . . . Jan.  27,’.39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  ( . . ) . .May  12, ’39 

MUSIC  HAI.E  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(IOV2)  Jan.  20, ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (10) . .Mar,  2, ’39 
Y’ankee  Doodle  Home 

(..)  May  19, ’39 

PlCTl’REGRAPH 

No,  !(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

.SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A IVorm’s  Eye  Y'iew  (7)  . . Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Fell.  .3, ’39 

Serappy’s  Rodeo  (..)  June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7) . . . . Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  5(10)  Jan.  6. ’39 

No.  6 (IOV2)  Feh.  17. ’.39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  8 (9y2)  Apr.  8, ’.39 

No.  9 ( . . ) 51ay  12,  ’.39 

No.  10  (..)  May  26 

No.  11  (..)  June  15 

SPORT  REELS 

Diving  Rhythm  (..) Ma.v  5, ’39 

Get  Ready  Navy  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Jockeys  Up  (..)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (10) 5Iar.  17 


Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (..)...  .June  30 
THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

V Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(IGVs)  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Saved  From  the  Belle  (17).. June  30 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

We  ATant  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24,  ’39 

Y’es,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(7)  May  19,  ’39 

AVASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  0, ’.39 

No.  .3  Inside  the  Capitol 

(..)  Apr.  28, ’39 

Grand  National 

CAVALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 

M-G-M 

CRT^MK  DOESN’T  PAY 

Help  Wanted  (21) June  10 

Money  to  Loan  (21) Mar,  11,  *39 

VTliile  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15,  *39 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)...  Jan.  II 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVEI,TA1,KS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Ffir>  i>t  (9) Jan.  21,  *39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9) May  2’7 

Glimpses  of  Anstralia  (9)...  Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feh.  18 

Java  Journe.v  (10) Mnr,  1ft 

Picturesque  Fdaipur  (ft)  . .May  13,  *39 

Rural  Ilun^rary  (9) Apr. 29,  *39 

Sinffa|>ore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . Dec.  31 
miniatfres 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Hobbies  (10)  . .May  13,  *39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  1 1 

rove  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18,  *39 

Pronbet  Without  Honor 

(..)  May  20,  *39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11)  . . May  27,  *.39 
ATrsiirAIr  COMEDIES 

Happily  Huried  (20) Apr.  15,  *39 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 

ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Onop  Over  T,ighHv  (19) Dec.  31 

The  storv  of  two  barber  colleeres 
iiecomes  a mn.sical  comedv  nlot  hv 


a close  shf»ve.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

Somewhat  Secret  (21)  ..  Mar.  25,  *39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor.  . .May  13 

Jitterbug  Follies  (9) Feb,  25,  *39 

(SiLittle  Gold  Fish  (8) . . .Apr.  15,  *39 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8,  *39 

The  Bear  That  Couldn*t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

Wanted  No  Master  (8) . . .Mar.  18,  *39 


M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Clown  Princess  (10) Apr.  15,  *39 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29,  *39 


Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Mar,  11,  *39 
Giant  of  Norway  (..)  Sepia.  .June  24 


Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

'rin>  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Angel  of  Mercy  (10) May  20,  *39 

Giant  of  Norway  (..)  Sepia ..  June  24 

New  Roadwa.>s  (10) Jan.  28 

Stor>  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Culinary  Carving  ( . . ) July  1 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OII****oes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Marine  Circus  (9) Mar,  11,  *39 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) May  20,  *39 

Weather  Wizards  (9) Apr.  8,  *39 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 
An  Hour  for  Lunch  (9) . .Mar.  18,  *39 

Dark  Magic  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (9)  May  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28,  *39 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Paramount 

BETTY  HOOP  CARTOONS 
Ylusioal  Mountaineers  (7)  .May  12,  ’39 

Mv  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Deo.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dee.  23 

So  Does  nn  Automobile  (7).. Mar.  31 
The  Soared  Crows  (7) . . . . June  9, ’39 
COl.OR  CLASSICS 

Always  Kiekin’  (7) Jan.  27,  ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7)  Oot.  28 

COT  OR  CRI’TSES 
(New  Series  in  Clneeolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Deo.  2 

.Taniaica  (10)  May  26 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10) . ..Tan.  27 
Repnldio  of  Panama  (9)  . . . . Mar.  21 
HFADI.INER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) ,Ian.  6, ’39 

The  Cliampagne  Mnsie  of  the 

l.nwrenee  AVnIk  (10)  Mar.  3 

T.awrenre  Walk  and  his  Orrlieatra 
Hnl  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dee.  2 

Atnsie  Through  the  Y’ears 

(It)  Fel).  3.  ’39 

.Tan  Garber  and  Orchestra 
Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  Ma.v  5,  ’39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Tenrpo  of  Tomorrow'  (10)  . .Jane  2,  ’39 
Richard  Himher  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Oopp" 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’.39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra,  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PAKAMOI'NT  neavs 

Released  twice  weekly. 

I’.ARAGRAPIIICS 

Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  A’ienna  (10) Jane  23 

Fisherman’s  I’luek  (10) . .Apr.  14, ’39 
Oh  Say,  Can  Yon  Ski?  (10).. Dee.  16 

Swans  (10)  May  19, ’39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10) . . .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 

climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  State.s. 

No.  5 (9)  Dec.  9 


17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
'he  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6^  >39 

oreat  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony 
iiorse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

’(10)  Feb.  3, ‘39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play. 
Illumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

^”•0(10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7, ’.39 

Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 

No.  10  (11)  Mays, ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  tho 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2,  ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

POPEY’E  CARTOONS 
©.Aladdin  and  His  AVonderfnl 

Lamp  (22)  Apr.  7, ’39 

( ops  Is  Always  Right  (7)..  . Dec.  30 

( iistomers  AYanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’39 
Leave  AVell  Enough  Alone 

(’)  Apr.  28 

AVotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’.39 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clneeolor) 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5(11)  May  12, ’39 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Death  A'alley  Thrills  (10) . .Jane  9,  ’.39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’39 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hi  jinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Breatli  (10) Feh.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  tiack 
meet. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 

wire  iiair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAI,  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feh.  3, ’30 

No.  6 (10)  Apr.  14, ’39 

No.  6 (Clneeolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16, ’39 


RKO  Radio 


DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Ileach  Picnic  (8) June  9,  *39 

DonahPs  (\uisin  Gus  (7) . -May  19,  *39 
Donald's  Lucky  Day  (8) . . Jaii.  13,  *39 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

(jJoofy  and  Wilbur  (8) Mar.  17 

Merbabies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mother  Goose  fioes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Practical  I*ig  (7.) Feb.  21,  *39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) I'Vb.  3,  *39 


Mickey  Mou.se  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

OThe  Hockey  Champ  (7) . .Apr.  7,  *39 


'J’he  Ugly  Duckling  (9) Apr.  7 

EDGAR  KKNM;D\ 

A Clean  Sweep  tl7) Dec.  2 

Baby  Daze  <15) May  19,  *39 

Clock  Wise  (10)  Mar.  24 


Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 
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Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  87, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADLINER  COMEDIES 

Romancing  Along  (21) Dec.  3# 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 
Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24, ’39 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rare  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’39 

Major  Difficulties  (19) Nov.  18 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  5, ’39 

Ring  Madness  (19) June  30, ’39 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  4(19)  Nov.  26 

Uncle  Sam — The  Good  Neighbor. 

t>No.  5 (18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

The  state  ot  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

luuiig  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Crisis. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

Japan:  Alaster  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Oixie — The  nation's  number  one 
problem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

NC-ATLAS  MOSICALS 

Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12,  ’39 
East  & Dumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
zee  Sisters,  Gilrone  & Starr. 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshins  & Lessy.  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14, ’39 

George  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys, 
Frieda  Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17, ’39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra. 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, ’.39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11)  . . . .Nov.  25 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERASIAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 


Sands  Hogs  (10)  

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Athletic  Oddities  (9) Nov.  11 

Hunting  Dogs  (11) Mar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseball  (..) Apr.  14, ’39 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan,  6 

Spurts  Immortals  (11)  

FASHIONS 

@ Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31,  ’39 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 


Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  25 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  (11)  

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3, ’39 

Mystic  Siam  (10) Mar.  17, ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  

Viking  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

TERRV-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  (7)  

Frozen  Feet  (7) F^eb.  24 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gandy  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (7)  Mar.  10 

Gandy  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

(7)  Dec.  30 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©'The  'Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Universal 

CARTUNE 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 


PAIHE  PARADE  (’36-'37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-Gone  (16)  Apr.  21, ’39 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 

considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16,  ’39 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec.  30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .May  19,  ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  it’s  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAV  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Doc.  16 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, ’39 
Ranch  House  Romeo  (17)  . . . .Apr.  7 
REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9) ..  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Swinguet  (8)  May  26, ’39 

Television  (9)  May  5, ’39 


GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  56  ( 9)  Nov.  14 

No.  57  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  59  (9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20,  ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  May  15,  ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26,  ’39 

No.  65  (9)  July  17 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van,  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 

Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18)  ...  .July  12, ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonalrs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzls. 

Patio  Serenade  (17) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 
Pharmacy  Follies  (18)  . . . .May  17,’39 
Three  Playboys,  Frazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gilrone 
& Starr. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 


Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  15 


WALTER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Deo.  19 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Mola  Land  (7)  May  29, ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30, ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Apr.  10, ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)...  Dec.  26 

Magic  Beans  (..)  Feb.  13 

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7) ..  .May  8, ’39 
The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 


STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  55(9ya)  Oct.  10 

No.  56  (9)  Nov.  21 

No.  57  (9)  Dec.  5 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60(9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61  (9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62  (9)  May  1, ’39 

No.  63  (9)  June  5,  ’39 

No.  64  (10)  

TWO  KEEL  SPECIAL 

March  of  Freedom  (21) June  7 

UNIVERSAL  NEAVS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Broadway  Buckaroo  (20)  June  3,  ’39 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  18 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Pro.jection  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Sophomore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

The  Knight  Is  Young  (20) . . . .Oct.  29 
Y’ou’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13, ’39 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

For  Y’our  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanis  Illustrated  No.  8 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Illustrated  (10) . . . .Nov.  5 
Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  4. Apr.  22,’39 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  8 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Mar.  25,  ’39 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

It’s  an  111  Wind  (7) Jan.  28 

Porky  and  Teabiscuit  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  28 

Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  11 
Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Pork.v’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13, ’39 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, '39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7, '39 
Cl.vde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

(.  .)  Apr.  8 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..)..  Dee.  3 
Jerr.v  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  28 

Larr.v  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  May20,’39 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 
I (10)  Nov.  18 


Russ  Morgan  & Urcnesira 

(11)  Feb.  25 

MERRIB  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Striiies  Forever  (7)  .Apr.  8 

I'oiini:  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  28, ’39 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldrusli  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7)  . . . .Jan.  28,  ’39 
Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  . .May  20,  ’39 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  85 

Robinhood  Makes  Good  (7)... Feb.  11 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

The  Night  AVatchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
Thugs  AVith  Dirty  Mugs  (7)  .May  6,  39 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  5 

lECHNICOLOR 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 

(,jlJncoln  in  the  AVhite  Honse 

(21)  Feb.  11, ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

Swingtime  In  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . . . Feb.  18 

VrrAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A Aaiideville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 
Crawfords  at  Home  ( . . ) . . Apr.  15, ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 


(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Tax  Trouble  (10) Mar.  18, ’39 

Bobbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 


rRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11)... Mar.  4 


Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Defying  Death  (12) Oct.  15 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) . . .Jan.  7,  ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  18 

Treacherous  AVaters  (12)  . . . .Dec.  10 
A’oodoo  Fires  (11)  May  6 


SERIALS 

COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28, ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige.  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

Mandrake  the  Magician.  . .May  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 

(15  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 


REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

12  Chapters  June  10 ’39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. Feb.  25, ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston. 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore.  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ....  July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr.,  Ftjzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17, ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
jr. 
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CURRENT  RELEASES 


Date  at  top  oi  column  is  week  ending.  Number  in  square  is 
national  release  date,  1938-39.  Production  number  is  at  right. 
Running  time  (company  estimate)  follows  title.  Letter  “A" 
indicates  Adult  classilication,  otherwise  Family  suitability. 
R — is  review  date.  Symbol  U indicates  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Rib- 
bon Award  Winner.  Symbol  O indicates  color  photography. 


1 JANUARY  21 

JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 

FEBRUARY  11 

FEBRUARY  18 

FEBRUARY  25 

|i^  Western  d212 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (54) 

B.  EIllot-L,.  DeAIcanlz 
n — Mar.  11 

1^  Melodrama  9014 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 
(67) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Luplno 

R — Jan.  28 

[~^  Western  9204 

Texas  Stampede  (57) 

C,  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — June  10 

|lo|  Action  Drama  9038 
North  of  Shanghai  (59) 

B.  Furness-J.  Craig 

R— Mar.  11 

HH  Action  Drama  002| 
My  Son  Is  a Criminal 
(59) 

Alan  Baxter 

Jacqueline  Wells. 

R — Mar.  18 

|2(^  Western  WI-2 

Kiile  'Em  Cowgirl  (52) 
Dorotliy  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Drama  921 

Four  Girls  In  While  (70) 
F.  Rlce-A.  Marshal 

A.  Rutherford  R — Jan.  28 
^ Comedy  Draiiia  920 
Idiot’s  Delight  (107) 
l^orma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable  R — Feb.  4 

Com.  with  Music  922 

llomiliilii  (85) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen- Robert  Young 

R — Feb.  4 

Comedy  Drama  923 

Huckleberry  Finn  (91) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 

R — Feb.  18 

|l^  Comedy  924 

Past  and  Loose  (79> 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Drama  With  Music  92( 
Let  Freedom  King  (85) 
Nelson  Eddy 

Virginia  Bruce 

R — Feb.  26 

|ii]  Melodrama  3822 

Coiiviefs  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

H — Feb.  18 

1^  Western  3854 

Drifting  Westward  (49) 
Jack  Randall 

R— Mar.  25 

Action  Drama  3806 

Navy  Secrets  (60) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 

R — Feb.  18 

[Y|  Drama  Reissue  3828 
l.itlle  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

M.  Rooney-R.  Bellamy 

1^  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 

(53) 

Tex  Ritter 

R— April  1 

^ Action  Drama  3822 
-•tar  Reporter  (62) 

W.  Hull-Marsha  Hunt 
R— Feb.  25 

[2o|  Melodrama  3820 

Anil»U8h  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Idoyd  Nolan 

R — Jan.  21 

Mu.slt-al  3821 

Paris  Honeyin4»on  (85) 

B.  Crosby-F.  Gaal 

R — Dec.  24 

[’b]  Mus.  Romance  3822 
St.  I.f>uis  Blues  (87) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R— Jan.  28 

[io]  Action  Drama  3823 

Persons  in  Hiding  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — Jan.  28 

[^  Comedy  3824 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R — Feb.  4 

^ Western  3867 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

W.  Boyd  R — Oct.  28 

^ Drama  38261 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(75) 

S.  Sldney-L.  Brlkson 

R— Feb.  11  , 

^ Action  Drama  822 
Pride  of  tlie  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Jan.  28 

Drama  808 

Woman  Doctor  (65) 

F.  Tnescort  R — Feb.  4 

Western  842 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (58) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Feb.  18 

[is]  Melodrama  823 

Forged  Passport  (64) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 

R— Feb.  11 

^ Western  982 

Arizona  Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Jan.  14 

|~3]  Comedy  Drama  844 

Fisliermnn's  Wharf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 

I,eo  Carrillo 

R— Feb.  4 

1^  Melodrama  911 

Boy  Slaves  (71) 

(For.  Pure  In  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

R — Jan.  21 

[j^  Action  Drama  &U 
O^unga  Din  (117) 

Fairbanks  jr.-C.  Grant 

R — Feb.  4 

|l^  Drama  Reissue 

Lost  Patrol  (73) 

Victor  McT.ag'en 

^ Comedy  916 

Beauty  for  the  Asking(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 

R — Jan.  28 

[itI  Drama  Reissue 

Star  of  Midnight  (90) 

G.  Rogers-Wm.  Powell 

pb]  Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Flelds-M.  Maguire 

R— Dec.  17 

[27|  [>iaina  921 

©Jesse  James  (105) 

T.  Power-N,  Kelly 

H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 

^ Melodrama  926 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing (71)  R— JuL*  30 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

Comedy  929 

Arizona  Wildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — ^Nov,  12 

Action  Drama  92.5 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

R— Feb.  4 

[l^  Rom.  Com.  Drama  927 
The  Three  Musketeers 
(72) 

Rltz  Bros.-Don  Ameche- 
Binnle  Barnes 

R — Feb.  11 

^ Action  Drama  931  i 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68)  | 
Lynn  Barl-G.  Williams 

R — Nov.  19 

[lb]  Comedy  Drama 

Made  for  Each  Other 

(85) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

R — Feb.  11 

Action  Drama 

King  of  the  Turf  (87) 
Adolphe  Menjou 

Dolores  Costello 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Action  Drama  3023 
Oamliling  Ship  (60) 

Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

[~^  Action  Drama  3033 
Firutes  of  the  Skies  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Kent  Taylor 

|io]  Western  3050 

Phantom  Stage  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

|l^  Comedy  3005 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  (76) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

R — Feb.  25 

^ Drama  3024 

Society  Smugglers  (70) 
(For.  Key  Woman) 
Preston  Foster  I 

Irene  Hervey 

R— Mar.  11 

Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  tile  Record  (68) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Melodrama  WB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 
(69) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Jan.  14 

Action  Drama  FN371 
Torchy  In  Chinatown 
(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

jli]  Action  Drama  WB309 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Havllland 

R — Jan.  21 

p[8]  Com.  Drama  FN372 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granville-J.  Lltel 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Comedy  FN36" 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (85) 

Priscilla  Lane 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R— Feb.  11 

[1^  We.stern  Metropolitan 
''mok>  Trails  (..) 

Hob  .Steele 
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MARCH  4 

MARCH  11 

MARCH  18 

MARCH  25 

APRIL  1 

APRIL  8 1 

pU  Drama  9007 

Let  Us  live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 

R — Feb.  18 

j~g~]  Comedy  9009 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss 
(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R — Mar,  4 

[Y^  Western  9213 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (66) 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

R— Apr.  16 

g Action  Drama  9023 
Whispering  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

[30]  Outdoor  Drama 

Romance  of  Redwoodg(6T) 
C.  Blckford-J.  Parker 

R — Apr.  29 

g Action  Drama  9205 
North  of  Yukon  (64) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Linda  Winters 

R— July  8 

[Y|  Comedy  9013 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (65) 

Fay  Bainter-Ida  Luplno- 
Lee  Bowman 

R — Mar.  11 

1 Comedy  980 

1 (87) 

Leslie  Howard 

Wendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

925 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (82) 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

R— Mar.  11 

Melodrama  928 

Within  the  Law  (65) 
Ruth  Hussey-Paul  Kelly 

R — Mar.  18 

g Action  Drama  927 

Sergeant  Madden  (80) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

R — Mar.  25 

IsYl  Drama  930 

Society  Lawyer  (78) 

V.  Bruce-Walter  Pldgeon 
R — Apr.  1 

[y|  Drama  with  Music  031 
Broadway  Serenade  (113) 

J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 

R — Apr.  8 

1 [Y]  Western  3863 

1 Rolling-  Westward  (57) 
Tex  Ritter 

R — Apr.  1 

Action  Drama  3809 
Mystery  Plane  (60) 

(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 

John  Trent  R — Mar.  4 
Melodrama  3806 

Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong 
(67)  R— Mar.  18 

Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

g Western  3864 

Trigger  Smith  (59) 

Jack  Randall 

R — May  13 

IJI  Melodrama  3824 

Undercover  Agent  (66) 
Russell  Gleason 

Shirley  Deane 

U]  Drama  3826 

Cafe  Society  (83) 

' Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MaoMurray 

R — Feb.  11 

[l^  Comedy  3863 

Beaelicomher,  The  (89) 
Charles  Langhton 

Elsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

Melodrama  3827 

King  of  Chinatown  (57) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

R— Mar.  11 

g Comedy  Drama  3828 
Midnight  (93) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Don  Ameche 

R — Mar.  11 

|3Y|  Comedy  3829 

Sudden  Money  (62) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 

R — Mar.  25 

^ Western  3868 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 

R— Feb.  18 

Comedy  3830 

I’m  From  Missouri  (77) 

Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 

R — Mar.  26 

Melodrama  824 

f Was  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Feb.  26 

[Ysl  Western  853 

Rough  Riders  Roundup 
(58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

R — Mar.  25 

1^  Comedy  810 

My  Wile’s  Relatives  (66) 
Higeins  Family 

R — Mar.  11 

1^  Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  (58) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Apr.  1 

[a]  Action  Drama  917 
jl2  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
'Richard  Dlx 

Lucille  Ball 

R^Feb.  18 

[lo]  Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back 

(64) 

Geo.  Sanders- W.  Barrie 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Western  983 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (67) 
Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Mar.  11 

^ Drama  920 

Almost  a Gentleman  (65) 
J.  Elllson-H,  Wood 

R— Mar.  11 

|y|  Comedy  Drama  918  1 

Love  Affair  (87) 

Irene  Dunne-Chas.  Boyer 
R— Mar.  18 

Biog.  Drama  919 
Flying  Irishman  (73) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

R— Mar.  11  1 

in  Comedy  930 

Vfife,  Husband  and 
i Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 
i-  R — B’eb.  18 

Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Oct.  22 

Com.  with  Music  932 
0LittIe  Princess  (93) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

R— Feb.  25 

^ Comedy  Drama  935 
Everybody’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

[3l[  Melodrama  936 

Hound  of  the  Basker- 
villes  (80) 

R.  Greene- W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

R — Apr.  1 

pY|  Melodrama  937 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 

Island  (64) 

Peter  Lorre 

Jean  Hersholt 

Amanda  Duff 

R — Mar.  18 

n Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R— Feb.  11 

lYs]  Drama 

Prison  Witliout  Bars 
(79) 

Edna  Best 

Corlnne  Luchaire 

R— Feb.  26 

I’t'I  Drama  1 

(^Wutherlng  Heights 
(103) 

Merle  Oberon  1 

Laurence  Olivier  1 

R— Apr.  1 

^ Melodrama  3029 

Risky  Business  (78) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama  3014 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

^ Melodrama  3037 

Mastery  of  the  Wiiite 
liooin  (58) 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack 

R — Apr.  1 

^ Com.  with  Music  3001 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  (87) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

R — Mar.  25 

^ Comedy  3020 

Ifamlly  Next  Door  (63) 
Hugh  Herbert 

Joy  Hodges 

R — Apr.  15 

[Y]  Comedy-Music  3006  1 

East  Side  of  Heaven  1 

(88) 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell  1 

R— Apr.  16  1 

in  Action  Drama  WB32© 
Secret  Service  of  the 

Air  (61) 
lonald  Reagan 

John  Lltel 

R — Feb.  11 

[ll]  Outd’r  Drama  WB308 
Oklnhoni!!  Rid  (80) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R— Mar.  18 

Action  Drama  WB321 

Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

R.  Towne  R — Feb.  18 

jgH  Action  Drama  FN361 
Blackwell’s  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 

R — Mar.  4 

[Y]  Melodrama  WB323 
On  Trial  (62) 

John  Litel 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Mar.  26 

[Y|  Outd’r  Drama  WB304  1 

QDodge  City  (104)  1 

Errol  Flynn  1 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Apr.  8 1 
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APRIL  15 


[l^  Drama  9030 

First  Offenders  (61) 
Walter  Abel 
Beverly  Roberts 
R— Mar.  11 


APRIL  22 


lie]  Western  9814 
Daw  Comes  to  Texas 
(57) 

Bill  Elliott 
R — May  27 


APRIL  29 


^ Western  9206 

Spoilers  of  the  Range  (58) 
Chas.  Starrett 
Iris  Meredith 
R — June  10 


MAY  6 


[J]  Drama  9031 

Outside  These  Walls  (61) 
D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 
R — June  3 


MAY  13 


Action  Drama  9016 
Blind  Alley  (71) 

C.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 
R — Apr.  29 


MAY  20 


|l3]  Drama  301 

Exile  Express  (70) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
R— Feb.  18 


Western 


WI-19 


Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 
Tex  Fletcher-J.  Barclay 
R — Feb.  IS 


[20]  Action  Drama  311 
Panama  Patrol  (69) 
Leon  Ames 
Charlotte  Wynters 
R— Feb.  25 


Rom.  Comedy  939 
Kid  From  Texas  (70) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 
R — Apr.  8 


1^  Comedy  934 

The  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 
R — ^Apr.  22 


HI]  Drama  938 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 
R— Apr.  29 


[y|  Comedy  933 

Lucky  Night  (82) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 
R — May  6 


|l2|  Action  Drama  935 
'I’ell  No  Tales  (69) 
Melvyn  Douglas 
Louise  Platt 
R — May  20 


IH]  Comedy  936 

It’s  a Wonderful  World 

(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stewart 
R— May  13 


[Hj  Drama  3808 

Streets  of  New  York  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 
Marjorie  Reynolds 
R — Apr.  16 


Melodrama 


3889 


Wanted  by  Scotland 
Yard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 
Betty  Lynne 
R— Apr.  29 


[Y]  Action  Drama  3880 
Boys  Reformatory  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 
R — May  6 


[is]  Western  3864 
Down  the  Wyoming 


Trail  (62) 
Tex  Ritter 
R — June  17 


[m]  Comedy  - Music  3838 
Never  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 
R— Mar.  11 

[14]  Melodrama  3831 
Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Secret  Police  (55) 

J.  Howard  R — Apr.  8 


|2i|  Drama  3833 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 
(85) 

Wallace  Ford-Allne  Mc- 
Mahon-Patricla  Ellis 
R — Apr.  15 


HU  Comedy  Drama  3834 
The  Lady’s  From  Ken- 
tuck.v  (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 
R — Apr.  15 


[5]  Outdoor  Drama  383.5 
^JSUnion  Pacific  (137) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 
Joel  McCrea 
R — May  6 


Drama  3830 

Hotel  Imperial  (80) 


I.  Miranda-R.  Milland 
R— Apr.  22 


|9|  Musical  3837 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (65) 
Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 
Gene  Krupa 
R — May  13 


[12]  Western  865 

Night  Riders  (58) 

Three  Mesquiteers 
R — Apr.  8 


HU  Western  854 

Frontier  Pony  Express 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers 
Mary  Hart 
R — Apr.  15 


HU  Action  Drama  811 
Street  of  Missing  Men 
(65) 

Chas.  Blckford-H.  Carey 
R — Apr.  29 


Western 


844 


Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 
Gene  Autry-June  Storey 
R — May  6 


HU  Western  866 

Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 
R — June  24 


HU  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 

Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dix-G.  Patrick 
R — Apr.  15 

HU  Western  855 

Southward  Ho!  (58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 
R — June  17 


HU  Action  Drama  980 
They  Made  Her  a Spy 


(67) 

Sally  Ellers-Allan  Lane 
R— Mar.  25 


HU  Action  Drama  988 
Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 
R — Apr.  29 


Melodrama 


983 


Rookie  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt;  R-Apr.  29 
ra  Musical  838 


Story  of  Vernon  t.nd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astaire-G.  Rogers 
R— Mar.  18 


[5]  Comedy  Drama  984 
Sorority  House  (63) 

Anne  Shirley-J.  Ellison 
R — Apr.  22 


HU  Melodrama 
Panama  Lad.v  (65) 
L.  Ball-A.  Lane 
R— May  13 


935 


HU  Drama  938 

Stor.v  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  (97) 

Don  Ameche-Loretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 
R — Apr.  8 


HU  Comedy  Drama  939 

Winner  Take  All  (61) 
Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 
R — Feb.  25 


HHI  Melodrama  945 
Inspector  Hornleigh  (76) 
G.  Harker-Mikl  Hood 
R — Apr.  22 


^utdoorDr^n^^^O 


Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 
(71)  R — Apr.  29 

Warner  Baxter 
Lynn  Bari-Henry  Hull 
losl  Musical  8018 


Climbing  High  (71) 

J.  Matthews;  R-Apr.22 


[5]  Action  Drama  941 
Chasing  Danger  (60) 
Preston  Foster 
Lynn  Bari 
R — Jan.  7 


HHI  Comedy 

Zenobia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Billle  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 
R — Mar.  18 


HU  Musical  948 

Rose  of  Washington 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 
Tyrone  Power 
A1  Jolson 
R— May  13 


HU  Comedy 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  Withers- A.  Whelan 
R — May  13 


943 


HU  Action  Drama  3019 
Code  of  the  Streets  (70) 
Harry  Carey 
Frankie  Thomas 
Juanita  Quigley 
R — Jan.  28 


|2i[  Action  Drama  3018 
Big  Town  Czar  (66) 
Barton  MacLane 
Eve  Arden 
R — Apr.  22 


HU  Comedy  Drama  3030 
For  Love  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 
Robt.  Kent 
R — Apr.  22 


HU  Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Chainp  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 
Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 
R — May  20 


HU  Melodrama  4VB316 
Women  in  the  Wind(65) 
Kay  Francis 
Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 


FN354 


HU  Drama 
Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 


HU  Comedy  FN373 
Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 
R— Apr.  22 


Action  Drama  FN353 
Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 
Lya  Lys 
R — Apr.  29 


Action  Drama  WB323 
Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor 
(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 
Barton  MacLane 
R — April  1 


HU  Action  Drama  FN364 
You  Can’t  Get  Away 
With  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 
R — Jan.  28 
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MAY  27 

JUNE  3 

JUNE  10 

JUNE  17 

JUNE  24 

JULY  1 1 

Action  Drama  9001 
Only  Angrels  Have 

Wingrs  (122)  R-May  20 
■C.  Grant- J.  Arthur 

HH  Action  Drama  0027 
Missing:  Daugrhters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr,  29 

|~j~[  Action  Drama  9024 
Trapped  in  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 

R — Feb.  18 

pn  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 

[l5|  Comedy  1072 

Awful  Truth  (92)  reissue 
Irene  Dunne 

|l^  Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (68) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — July  1 

Ipol  Action  Drama  9012 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  "Q”  Planes) 

L.  Olivier-V.  Hobson 

R — June  10 

Drama  9032 

Parents  on  Trial  (57) 

J.  Parker-J.  Downs 
[30|  Comedy  9005 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73) 

J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 

R — June  24 

[3X1  Western  WI-3 

Singing  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

^ Comedy  937 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Young- Annabella 

R — May  27 

|~^  Melodrama  938 

6,000  Enemies  (61) 

Walter  Pidgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

[l^  Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R — June  3 

^ Comedy  940 

Maisie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 

Robert  Young 

R — June  17 

|3^  Drama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 

Waiter  Pidgeon 

R — July  1 

^ Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  Call  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 

R — May  27 

[~l]  Western  3855 

Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  3 

|lo]  Melodrama  3823 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 

|Y]  Action  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— July  8 

^ Drama  3838 

lUnmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 

R — May  27 

Drama  3864 

iStolen  Life  (90) 

|E.  Ber&ner-M.  Redgrave 

R — Apr.  29 

|Y|  Comedy  3839 

Graeie  Allen  Murder  Case 

(75) 

Graeie  Allen 

Warren  William 

R — May  13 

Action  Drama  3840 
Undercover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J.  C.  Naish 

R — May  27 

m]  Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 
(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 

R — May  20 

1^  Melodrama  3842 
Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 
J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 

R — May  20 

^ Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 

D.  Woods-E.  Venable 

R— Mar.  25 

|3(^  Melodrama  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 

Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — June  24 

|2^  Drama  812 

,The  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 

R — May  27 

[Y]  Action  Drama  813 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (60) 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 

R — June  3 

Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

Western  856 

In  Old  CaUente  (61) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

^ Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  ( . . ) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

^ Western  984 

Racketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R — May  20 

[2]  Comedy  928 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71) 
Dupp  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

[l^  Melodrama  926 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-D.  Oarrlllo 

R — June  10 

1^  Drama  927 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

|3nl  Mystery  Drama  929 
Saint  in  Eondon  (70) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 

|3o]  Western  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

HI]  Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Gorilla  (66) 

Ritz  Bros. 

R— May  27 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  946 
Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
wood (60) 

Jed  Prouty 
.=:hirley  Deane 

R — May  27 

Drama  947 

Young  Mr.  I.incoln  (101) 
Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

lli]  Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(71) 

S.  Toler-Phyllis  Brooks 

R — June  3 

Com.  Drama  954 

Susannah  of  the  Moun- 
ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randolph  Scott 

R — June  17 

Comedy  Drama  950 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

^ Action  Drama 
Captain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen- June 
Dang-Brian  Aherne 

R — May  13 

IHI]  Action  Drama  3040 
They  Asked  for  It  (61) 
B.  Lundigan-J.  Hodges 

|Y|  Action  Drama  3040 
Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Dang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

|Y|  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Poweli-C.  Lombard 

[Y|  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

[2]  Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

[30]  Melodrama  3038 

House  of  Fear  (66) 

William  Gargan 

Irene  Hervey 

R — May  20 

2^  Action  Drama  FN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan- R.  'Towne 

R — May  13 

in  Comedy  Drama  FN375 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewin 

R— April  8 

|lo]  Hist.  Drama  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

[XtI  Com.  M-Drama  mJ321 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  Litel 

|24[  Action  Drama  FN363 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R — May  27 

|~l]  Com. -Music  WB311 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Dick  Powell 

R — June  10 

[2]  Comedy  Astor 

Gay  Nineties  (64) 

Western  Astor 

Tumbleweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 

lie]  Musical  Astor 

Everything  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 

1^  Melodrama  Astor 

U-67  (65) 

Allan  Hale 
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JULY  15 


Western  9208 
Man  From  Sundown  ( . . ) 
Charles  Starrett 
Iris  Meredith 

Drama. 

A Woman  Is  the  Judgre 

Rochelle  Hudson 

Otto  Kruger-F.  Inescort 


JULY  22 


^ Comedy 

Blondie  TakeF  a Vacation 

(..) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake 


JULY  29 


[2^  Action  Drama 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (..) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 
Jacqueline  Wells 


AUGUST  5 


^ Action  Drama 
Coast  Guard  ( . . ) 
Randolph  Scott 
Frances  Dee 


AUGUST  12 


pf]  Drama 

On  Borrowed  Time  (99) 
Lionel  Barrymore 
Bobs  Watson 
R— July  8 


[i^  Drama 

They  All  Come  Out  ( . . ) 
Rita  Johnson 
Tom  Neal 


Comedy 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  ( . . ) 

Mickey  Rooney 
Lewis  Stone 


Drama 

Miracles  for  Sale  ( . . ) 
Robert  Young 
Florence  Rice 
Henry  Hull 
[2^  Drama 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 


in  Drama 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  ( . . ) 
Hedy  LaMarr 
Robt.  Taylor 


mi  Comedy  Drama 
These  Glamour  Girls  ( . . ) 
Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 


m \y^estern  3865 

Man  From  Texas  ( . . ) 
Tex  Ritter 


n Western  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  ( . . ) 
Jack  Randall 


n Mystery 

Mr.  AVong  in  Chinatown 
(•  •) 

Boris  Karloff 
Grant  Withers 
Mary  Reynolds 


Musical  3845 

3Ian  About  Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

m Com.  with  Music 
3Iillion  Dollar  Legs  (..) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

Action  Drama 
Magrnifioent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamiroff-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

R — July  1 

Drama 

Island  of  Lost  3Ien  ( . . ) 
Anna  May  Wong 

Drama  814 

3Iickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tonvmy  Ryan 
R— July  1 

[l5j  Musical  Comedy  815 
She  31arried  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
R— July  1 

HH  Western  846 

Coh>rado  Sunset  ( . . ) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

|T|  Comedy 

Should  Husbands  AA'ork? 
(..) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

[Y|  Melodrama  930 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edw.  Ellis 

R— July  1 

m Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
m Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron  (79)  reissue 
Joel  McCrea-Richard  Dix 

1^  Musical  947 

AA'ay  Down  South  ( . . ) 

Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 

g Melodrama  931 

Sj>elU)inder  ( . . ) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

in  Comedy  932 

Bachelor  3Iothcr  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R — July  1 

[ll|  Western  933 

liad  Lands  ( . . ) 

Robert  Barrat 

Noah  Beery  jr. 

|y|  Melodrama  952 

Mr.  3Ioto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 

R — Nov.  19 

Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Pow'er 

R — July  8 

|2i|  Action  Drama  953 

News  Is  31ade  at  Night(71) 
Preston  Foster 

Lynn  Bari 

R— July  8 

Mystery  Drama  8014 
AA'are  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 

Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  IMarslial  ( . . ) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

m Drama 

They  Shall  Have  Music 

(.‘.) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 
Jascha  Heifetz 


m Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  ( . . ) 

Ann  Sheridan 
Richard  Carlson 


n Drama 

Four  Feathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 
June  Duprez 
R — June  24 


n Comedy 

Unexpected  Father  (..) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mischa  Auer 
n Drama  3031 

Forgotten  AVoman  (63) 
Sigrid  Gurie-Don.  Briggs 
R— July  8 


m Drama 

I Stole  a Million  ( . . ) 
George  Raft 
Claire  Trevor 


n Drama 

M<)dern  Cinderella  ( . . ) 

Charles  Boyer 
Irene  Dunne 


m Comedy  with  Music 
After  Schooldays  ( . . ) 
Deanna  Durbin 


jy|  Action  Drama  AVB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 
Margaret  Lindsay 
R — June  24 


m Action  Drama  AA'B325 
AA’aterf  rent  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 
Gloria  Dickson 
R — July  1 


m Drama  FN300 
Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 
John  Garfield 
R — June  24 


1^  Comedy  FN366 

Cow  boy  Quarterback  (5  0) 
Bert  Wheeler 
Gloria  Dickson 
R— July  8 


[•^  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery-M.  Love 
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SEilS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATHES,  SERVICES 


Classilied  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leatlna  -Moitie 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Bates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

A COOL  THEATRE  BRINGS  “HOT” 
BUSINESS.  Use  new  easy  S.O.S.  time  pay- 
ment plan— available  on  quality  theatre 
and  cooling  equipment.  Take  advantage 
of  our  low  prices.  Write  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


Air  Conditioning — MAGIC  WEATHER— 
100%  performance.  1,000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction: silent  operation:  low  first  cost; 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO.. 
222  No.  16th  St..  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  Junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co..  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb, 

DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

ONLY  3 LEFT,  16"  OSCILLATING 
PANS,  $12.95!  110  volts  A.  C.,  adjustable 
base.  Two  speed  switch,  8'  cord,  durable 
finish,  quiet  operating.  Rush  order  to 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


AIH  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co.. 
926  N.  Cass  St..  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


MONEY  TALKS!  We  offer  silent  Multi- 
blade rotor  blowers — size  12",  $17.00;  size 
18",  $31.50;  size  24",  $52.50;  size  30", 
$125.00.  We  manufacture  all  siaes  of  wash- 
ers and  pad  systems;  Get  our  prices  before 
you  buy.  Peterson  “Preezem”  Mfg.  & Sales 
Co.,  Victor  4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

BUY  S O.S.  BLOWERS  FOR  LOW- 
COST  COOLING.  $39.50  up!  Grills,  dif- 
fusers, $8.00  up.  Immediate  shipment  of 
all  sizes,  rush  your  order.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


FILMS  WANTED 


CASH  for  35mm  sound  film.  Send  lists. 
B-1138,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

WANTED — Used  type  SP  Simplex  port- 
able projector  with  arc  lamp.  Wire,  giving 
cash  price  with  examination  privilege.  Hall 
Industries  Theatres,  Beeville,  Texas. 

USED  EQUIPMENT  WANTED— We  buy 
and  sell — chairs,  sound  heads,  lamps,  pro- 
jectors. Let  us  make  you  an  offer.  STAN- 
LEY THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  1235  S. 
Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

FOR  SALE  CHEAP — Complete  theatre 
equipment;  Strong  lamps  and  rectifiers. 
Simplex  projectors,  300  veneer  chairs.  Will 
sell  whole  or  part.  Edward  C.  Powers,  2nd 
National  Bank,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE — Used  35mm  single  system 
sound  camera,  complete  less  camera  mo- 
tor—$175.00.  Metzel  Film  Productions, 
New  Castle,  Ind. 

WANT  20  watt  amplifiers  and  speakers. 
F.  Shafer.  Washington,  Ind. 


POPCORN 

Jumbo  South  American-Hybrid  Jap  Hul- 
less — $4.00  hundred  pounds;  guaranteed 
satisfaction.  ARMSTRONG  POPCORN 
CO.,  LAKE  VIEW,  IOWA. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.:  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


USED  CHAIRS— All  sized  lots;  all  prices. 
Big  bargains.  Repair  and  replace  parts  for 
all  makes  chairs.  STANLEY  THEATRE 
SUPPLY  CO.,  1235  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 


4.000  used  American.  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats:  excellent  condition:  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball.  Chicago,  111. 


LOOK  AT  THESE  CHAIR  VALUES— 
They’re  truly  fair  values!  Greatest  assort- 
ment, famous  makes,  reconstructed,  re- 
finished. 18,568  available  75c  up.  Photo- 
graphs, prices  free.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply 
Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 60  rolls  Stock 
tickets.  $12,50;  20  rolls.  $5.80;  100.000  spe- 
cial printed  roils  or  machine  tickets. 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1.000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co..  Dept.  B.  1717  Wyandotte  St..  Kansas 
City.  Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE — In  Southern 
city.  This  ad  directed  to  party  wanting 
profitable  going  business  and  able  to  pay 
$30,000  cash.  B-1133,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City. 

FOR  SALE — 300  seat  house,  located 
southeast  Colorado  in  Caddoa  Dam  ter- 
ritory. A bargain  at  $4,800;  interested 
only  in  cash.  B-1140,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED  TO  LEASE  — Theatre  in 
southern  California  by  experienced  show- 
man. Also  interested  in  State  Rights  fea- 
ture. Air  mail — A.  L.  BROWN,  Box  44, 
Chehalis,  Wash. 

JUST  SOLD  OUT  and  want  another 
theatre  anywhere  quick.  Have  plenty  fold- 
ing money  to  talk  business.  Will  buy  for 
all  cash  on  the  barrel.  Please  explain  all 
in  wires  and  air  mail  replies.  Strictly  in- 
dependent. B-1139,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

WILL  BUY  first  class  independent  the- 
atre situation — town  of  3,000  to  6,000;  no 
junk.  Also  consider  chain  opposition  sit- 
uation. Jack  Johnston,  Box  680,  McPher- 
son, Kas. 


PARTNER  WANTED 


PARTNER  WANTED — For  a motion  pic- 
ture theatre  now  being  built  in  North  Car- 
olina town,  10,000  population.  Only  one 
small  theatre  operating  at  present.  Small 
investment  necessary.  Party  must  have 
theatre  experience;  otherwise  do  not  apply. 
B-1136,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


LICENSED  PROJECTIONIST  — Sign 
writer;  mechanic.  Intelligent  hard  worker, 
15  years’  experience:  33  years  old;  mar- 
ried; reliable;  go  anywhere.  $28.00.  B-1132, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  Victor 
4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


BINGO 

CARDS 

$2.00  P«r 

' Thousand 

Write  tpday  for 

sample  card  and 

eompiete 

information. 

BQX  1100,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 

4704  East  Ninth  St 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  | 

BOXOFFICE  ::  July  8,  1939 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Knnsas  City,  Mo, 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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The  top  2-weeh  gross  of  past  six  months  in  N.  Y.  premiere' 


Jacl?  L. Warner 

In  charge  of  Production 

Hal  B.  Wallis 

Executive  Producer 

Henry  Bl  ante 

Associate  Producer 


JOHN  GARFIELD 

CLAUDE  RAINS 

JEEFREY  LYNN  • EAY  BAINTER  • DONALD  CRISP 
MAY  ROBSON  • EranL  McHugli  * Did?  Foran 
anJ  THE  ’FOUR  DAUGHTERS’ 

PRISCILLA  LANE  • ROSEMARY  LANI| 
LOLA  LANE  • GALE  PAGE 

Directed  hy  MICHAEL  CURTIZ 
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HE  TAKES  HIS  HAIR  DOWN 


more  expensive  the  negative,  the  less  the  gross. 

A Mind  you,  I don't  mean  in  every  instance,  of 
course.  But  take  a look  at  the  performances  of  a number 
of  big  ones  which  weren't  actually  that  except  from  a 
cost  point  of  view,  and  figure  out  what  has  happened. 
You'll  be  compelled  to  draw  some  conclusions  which  are 
very  apt  to  be  frightening. 

"The  competitive  situation  on  talent  and  the  ever  up- 
ward curve  in  labor  costs  have  pushed,  and  are  still 
pushing,  production  outlay  closer  to  a dubious  kind  of 
heaven.  Add  to  this  the  understandable,  if  not  always 
wise,  ambition  of  each  major  to  outstrip  his  rival  and 
you  have  a picture  that  ought  to  give  a lot  of  people 
in  this  industry  much  to  think  about. 

"It  makes  me  wonder  about  a great  many  things,  but 
I ought  to  make  it  known  pretty  definitely  that  I am  not 
a pessimist  and,  certainly,  I am  not  selling  my  own 
industry  short.  It's  one  thing  to  look  under  the  rug  for 
the  rainbow  and  the  pot  of  gold,  but  it's  a much  wiser 
step  to  try  and  dope  out  what  ought  to  be  done  if 
somebody,  or  some  thing,  has  walked  off  with  the  rain- 
bow, as  well  as  the  pot. 

"By  that  I mean  merely  this:  I sometimes  speculate 
if  we — and  that  goes  for  all  of  us — are  not  perpetually 
wound  up  to  those  far-off  days  of  '29  when  the  adding 
machines  bulged  and  everyone  was  slap-happy  with 
money.  It  may  strike  you  as  funny  to  imagine  there  is 
still  anyone  around  who  figures  that  screwball  period  is 
ever  to  return  in  our  lifetime,  at  least.  Yet,  I suspect 
there  are  some  and  that  because  this  is  so  there  prevails 
an  automatic  assumption,  or  a hope,  the  profit  line  in  all 
branches  of  the  business  ought  to  follow  what  it  once 
luckily  was. 

"When  you  examine  that  prospect  and  match  it  with 
current  events,  you  get  a vastly  different  picture.  Every- 
one, or  almost  everyone,  seems  to  know  that.  Everyone, 
or  nearly  everyone,  deplores  it  and  talks  about  destruc- 
tion around  the  corner.  That's  mere  stuff  and  nonsense. 
There  is  no  destruction  around  the  corner,  as  I see  it. 
But  there  may  be  very  significant  adjustments.  For  in- 
stance, we  should  ask  ourselves  if  the  level  of  the  net 
averagely  enjoyed  by  the  industry  as  a whole  today 
does  not  represent  normal  expectancy  and  whether  or  not 
the  very  boom  years  represented  the  abnormal. 

"I  don't  want  to  personalize  any  of  this,  but,  for  in- 
stance again,  you  hear  a great  deal  about  theatre  losses. 


Are  they  actual,  or  paper,  losses  and  isn't  it  a fact  that 
in  many  cases  the  squawks  are  based  on  less  return 
this  year  than  last  and  nothing  else?  It  is  easy  to  get 
accustomed  to  things  and,  understand  please,  that  I am 
fully  aware  of  that.  Yet  there  is  just  the  chance  that 
the  average  theatre,  whether  first  run  or  otherwise,  to- 
day— this  minute,  right  now — may  be  earning  all  that 
it  is  fairly  and  reasonably  entitled  to  earn  and  that  all 
before  was  part  of  a gravy  train  ride  that  may  be  draw- 
ing to  a close.  This  goes  for  theatres,  individually  and 
in  chains.  It  goes  for  specific  pictures  and  it  goes  for 
companies  as  well. 

"In  other  words,  what  I am  laboring  to  get  over  is 
this:  It  may  well  be  that  the  shakedown  cruise  is  over; 
that  the  days  of  $17,000,000  in  profits  for  any  one  com- 
pany are  gone  to  return  some  day,  perhaps  and  maybe, 
but  best  forgotten  until  some  distant  gold  rush  period 
again  makes  them  possible.  It  may  be  that  all  of  us 
will  have  to  go  back  to  work  again,  to  stop  assuming 
millions  in  profits  are  a sort  of  inalienable  right  and  to 
learn  to  be  satisfied  with  less.  That  less,  however, 
shouldn't  be  hard  to  take  because  by  it  I mean  com- 
fortable earnings  sufficiently  handsome  to  buy  steak 
whenever  the  stomach  puts  in  the  order. 

"I  appreciate  that  these  soundings  probably  will  be 
misunderstood.  There  will  be  some,  no  doubt,  who  will 
see  in  this  a plea  for  chiseling  in  production  quality,  for 
salary  slashes,  for  firing  people.  Not  at  all.  There  must 
be  no  curtailment  in  quality.  There  is  no  need  to  cut 
wages  or  to  cut  people  loose  from  their  jobs. 

"What  can  be  done  is  to  depend  less  upon  the  golden 
stream  to  ride  the  industry  over  all  of  the  bumps  and 
m.ore  on  the  brain.  It  is  the  hard  way,  but  these  are 
hard  times." 

This  ends  the  quotation  marks  and  the  comment  of  a 
leading  'industry  executive.  It's  all  there,  except  for 
the  man's  name  which  is  withheld  at  his  specific  request. 
Interesting,  intelligent  and  provocative,  here  is  a slant 
which  definitely  has  something  to  say.  Differences  of 
opinion  will  prevail,  but  there  can  be  no  question  about 
sincerity  of  purpose  or  approach.  For  the  time  being 
only,  we  end  it  here. 


PERCENTAGERS  FOR  NEW  SEASON  STRIKE  NEW 
fflGH;  MAJORS  ARE  SEEKING  38  TO  40  MORE 


Universal  Program  Shows 
Largest  Increase;  Cut 
By  Independents 


New  York — Major  distributors  now  sell- 
ing next  season’s  output  are  collectively 
asking  for  38  to  40  more  pictures  on  per- 
centage as  compared  with  the  current  sea- 
son now  drawing  to  a close.  In  contrast, 
the  two  independent  companies  which  have 
held  their  conventions.  Republic  and 
Monogram  combined,  show  a reduction  of 
two.  Monogram  is  asking  for  an  increase 
of  three  pictures  on  percentage,  while  R.e- 
public  has  reduced  the  total  of  31  sought 
last  summer  to  26  for  the  new  season. 

Universal’s  new  program  shows  the 
largest  increase  in  the  number  being  sold 
percentage-wise.  For  the  1938-39  season, 
salesmen  asked  for  eight  at  30  and  a like 
number  at  25  per  cent,  or  a total  of  16. 
The  selling  force  now  is  after  31  per- 
centagers  for  1939-40  to  be  broken  down 
as  follows: 

Three  Harry  Edington  specials  at  35  per 
cent  and  sold  under  separate  contract. 

“The  Mikado”  is  being  sold  separately 
on  a roadshow  basis  of  from  40  to  60  per 
cent  of  the  take. 

On  the  regular  contract  there  are  seven 
at  35  per  cent,  seven  at  30  per  cent,  seven 
at  25  per  cent,  six  at  20  per  cent  and 
12  at  flat  rentals. 

RKO  Is  Second 

The  next  company  in  point  of  increase 
is  RKO.  For  the  current  season  16  were 
sold  on  percentage.  For  1939-40  there  will 
be  25,  or  an  increase  of  nine.  “The  Story 
of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle”  has  gone  to 
exhibitors  under  1937-38  contracts.  For 
1938-39,  percentages  were  broken  down  into 
three  groups.  Tlrere  was  one  group  of 
five,  which  was  the  top  allocation,  a sec- 
ond group  of  four,  and  a third  group  of 
seven. 

“Pinocchio”  is  being  offered  at  50  per 
cent,  the  same  as  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs,”  the  first  Walt  Disney  fea- 
ture animated  subject.  Also  on  the  new 
season’s  list  will  be  two  at  40  per  cent, 
one  of  which  will  be  “The  Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame.”  Then  there  will  be  six  at 
35  per  cent,  six  at  30  per  cent  and  10  at 
25  per  cent  to  a split.  “Pinocchio”  is  be- 
ing sold  separately.  The  March  of  Time 
"Ramparts  We  Watch”  is  not  being  dis- 
cussed as  yet  but  will  be  sold  separately. 

Although  the  sales  force  emphasizes  the 
policy  is  flexible,  20th  Century-Fox  is  ask- 
ing for  eight  to  ten  more  percentage  films 
in  addition  to  a 10  per  cent  increase  for 
the  balance  of  the  program.  In  some  in- 
stances, salesmen  are  asking  for  only  two 
more  pictures  at  35  per  cent,  depending 
on  the  situation. 

Warner,  Columbia  and  Paramount  are 
each  asking  for  two  pictures  more  on  per- 
centage. 

At  its  annual  convention,  Warner  an- 


What a Western 
Really  Is 

New  York — Exhibitors  who  have  been 
playing  the  "ride-'em-cowboy"  and 
“shoot-' em-up”  features  all  these  years 
may  be  interested  in  learning  the  ex- 
planation of  a western  given  by  the 
government  and  admitted  to  be  correct 
by  distributors. 

"A  western,"  distributors  admit  in 
their  answers  in  the  all-industry  suit, 
"is  a particular  kind  of  a feature  mo- 
tion picture  which  generally  deals  with 
the  life  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
United  States  end  generally  depicts 
the  dangers  and  adventures  in  the 
lives  of  cowboys,  Indians  or  miners  or 
other  inhabitants  of  that  area,  which 
picture  is  not  of  the  usual  character 
and  type  of,  and  is  inexpensively  pro- 
duced as  compared  with,  the  regular 
features  of  a distributor." 


nounced  36  “A”  films  and  12  to  be  listed 
as  “B’s.”  The  top  bracket  of  eight  at  35 
per  cent  represents  the  increased  two.  Two 
other  brackets  are  unchanged.  They  are 
12  at  30  per  cent  and  16  at  25  per  cent. 

Columbia’s  increase  of  two  also  is  in  the 
top  bracket  which  calls  for  six  at  25  to  40 
per  cent  instead  of  four  for  this  season. 
The  second  group  continues  at  eight  from 
30  to  35  per  cent.  The  first  group  is  called 
“AA”  and  the  second  “A’s.”  The  third 
group  will  consist  of  12  “BB”  films  and 
the  fourth  will  have  a dozen  “B’s.”  There 
is  a fifth  grouping  of  16  westerns.  In  ad- 
dition there  will  be  a 40  per  cent  picture 
from  Frank  Capra,  sold  separately  to  be 
released  as  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton.” On  the  current  season,  and  in  the 
same  category,  from  Capra  was  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You.”  Osa  Johnson’s  special 
exploitation  picture  is  to  be  sold  separate- 
ly on  terms  to  be  decided  upon  with  ex- 
hibitors as  contracts  are  negotiated. 

UA’s  policy  is  virtually  the  same.  Hav- 
ing just  concluded  another  one-year  deal 
with  National  Theatres,  the  distributor’s 
gross  will  be  based  on  the  drawing  power 
of  the  pictures  at  the  boxoffice  with  vari- 
ous figures  and  percentages  set  up  by  L. 

Paramount  Reply  Cites 
297  Films  in  5 Years 

New  York — Paramount  released  297 
features,  plus  seven  reissues,  in  the  five 
selling  seasons  from  1932,  according  to  of- 
ficial figures  cited  in  the  company’s  gen- 
eral denial  to  the  government’s  charges 
in  the  all-industry  suit. 

For  the  season  1932-33  there  were  59 
releases,  for  1933-34,  it  was  57;  for  1934- 
35,  the  total  was  52  and  two  reissues;  for 
1935-36,  the  schedule  was  70  and  one  re- 
issue; for  1936-37,  a total  of  59  and  four 
reissues. 


Sliding  Scale  System 
Popular  With  Major 
And  Other  Chains 

Jack  Schlaifer,  UA  western  sales  mana- 
ger, and  J.  J.  Sullivan,  William  T.  Pow- 
ers and  Aubrey  Schenck,  for  the  circuit. 
Large  independent  circuits  in  the  east  are 
being  offered  nine  in  the  top  brackets, 
while  the  smaller  accounts  are  being  asked 
to  take  12  on  percentage,  the  same  as  for 
1938-39.  Where  the  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Lau- 
rel and  Hardy  four-reelers  and  Edward 
Small  pictures  were  sold  this  season  and  are 
not  delivered,  there  are  no  efforts  to  re- 
sell. This  is  true  in  the  National  'Theatres 
deal  and  other  negotiations.  Clayton  Bond 
has  a Warner  theatre  deal  in  work  for  one 
year  with  Harry  Gold  and  Schlaifer  which 
provides  for  all  product  on  percentage  in 
numerous  of  the  431  houses  and  flat  rental 
for  the  entire  group  in  other  situations. 

Paramount’s  policy  this  season  was  “Men 
With  Wings”  at  40  per  cent,  five  at  35  to  a 
split,  12  at  30,  10  at  25  and  the  balance 
at  20  per  cent  or  flat  rental.  Next  season, 
“Gulliver’s  Travels”  will  be  the  40  per  cent 
attraction,  then  five  at  35  per  cent  to  a 
split,  12  at  30  and  12  at  25,  with  the 
balance  of  22  at  20  per  cent  or  on  flat 
rental.  The  difference  in  lineups  is  two 
more  25  per  centers  next  season.  For  the 
smaller  independent  the  percentage  groups 
are  reduced,  based  on  current  deals. 

The  Metro  Formula 

The  M-G-M  formula  for  next  season,  as 
compared  with  this  year,  shows  a shift  in 
the  35,  30  and  25  per  cent  brackets.  The 
40  per  cent  group  of  four  remains  un- 
changed. Offering  10  next  season  at  35 
represents  an  increase  of  two.  This  also 
applies  to  the  30  per  cent  bracket.  But 
the  new  season’s  25  per  cent  bracket  is 
reduced  from  16  to  12  with  the  fifth  classi- 
fication remaining  at  16  at  20  per  cent  or 
flat.  This  company  also  has  a sliding  scale 
arrangement  for  such  circuits  as  National 
Theatres  and  other  large  groups.  Nego- 
tiations on  the  National  deal  have  been 
completed. 

Smaller  circuits  are  understood  being 
offered  a deal  of  four  at  35  and  40  per 
cent,  10  “A”  pictures  listed  at  35  or  30  per 
cent,  16  “B”  pictures  at  25  or  20  per  cent 
and  the  balance  flat  rental. 

In  the  independent  distributor  division. 
Monogram  is  seeking  six  of  26  features 
on  percentages  ranging  from  30  to  35  with 
major  circuits  and  from  25  to  30  per  cent 
with  independent  circuits.  “Murder  in  the 
Big  House”  is  the  third  percentage  pic- 
ture on  the  current  lineup  and  will  be 
available  shortly.  The  half  dozen  top 
bracket  films,  to  be  called  W.  Ray  John- 
ston Specials,  are  “Rip  "Van  Winkle,” 
“Queen  of  the  Yukon,”  “Son  of  the  Navy,” 
“His  Father’s  Son,”  “Oliver  'Twist”  and 

(Continued  on  page  13) 
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The  Hottest  Thing  on  Ice  ! 


. . . the  year’s  standout  star  discovery  ...  in 
the  screen’s  gayest  romance  of  youth  hitting 
the  high  spots  with  the  brakes  off! 


Released  July  28th 


PLAY  IT  WHILE  ITS  HOT! 


WALTER  WANGER  presents 


in  The  Season’s  Gayest  Picture 


with  RICHARD  CARLSON 

HELEN  PARRISH  • ROBERT  ARMSTRONG  • VIRGINIA  GILMORE 
Directed  by  CHARLES  RIESNER  • Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 


Just  a puddle  . . but  it’i 
pleasure!  J 


Hang  on  to  your  hat,  Snow' 
man  . . here  you  go! 


He  may  be  made  of  ice 
but  his  hearCs  (MO  fire! 


Here  comes  Ann  Sheridan 
. . Oh, 


CLEARANCE  BOARDS  MADE  DP  OF  THEATREMEN 
IN  TOTO  IS  LATEST  PLAN  OF  DISTRIBUTORS 


Deny  Clearance  Is 
Contentious  Point 

New  York — That  protection,  or  clear- 
ance, has  come  to  be,  and  is,  a contentious 
practice  in  the  industry  is  categorically 
denied  by  all  distributors  responding  to 
the  government’s  charges  in  the  all-indus- 
try suit. 

According  to  Paramount’s  answer,  clear- 
ance and  zoning,  and  how  they  came 
about,  get  this  explanation; 

“That  the  introduction  of  feature  pic- 
tures brought  about  important  changes  in 
the  marketing  of  films;  that,  therefore, 
films  were  generally  sold  for  a daily  pro- 
gram; that  some  theatres  in  the  same  city 
might  show  the  same  picture  on  the  first 
day  of  its  release,  or  day-and-date  as  this 
practice  has  come  to  be  called;  that  with 
the  appearance  of  feature  pictures  many 
theatres  were  willing  and  able  to  pay 
higher  rentals  for  the  right  of  exclusive 
exhibition  before  the  pictures  were  made 
available  to  others  on  subsequent  runs; 
that,  as  a result,  first  runs  acquired  by 
contract  protection  over  second  and  sub- 
sequent runs;  that  this  protection  is  some- 
times called  ‘clearance,’  denoting  the  per- 
iod of  time  which  it  is  agreed  shall  elapse 
between  a prior  and  subsequent  showing 
of  a picture;  that  a ‘zone’  indicates  a de- 
termined geographical  area  within  which 
the  agreed  contractual  period  of  clearance 
IS  operative;  that  clearance  has  come  to 
be,  and  is,  one  of  the  most  important 
terms  in  the  licensing  of  motion  pictures 
between  the  exhibitor  and  distributor  and 
has  come  to  be  recognized  by  exhibitor  and 
distributor  alike  as  essential  to  protect 
the  interests  of  both  of  them  in  the  licens- 
ing of  motion  pictures  for  exhibition.’’ 

Loew’s  states  that  “the  period  between 
a prior  and  subsequent  showing  of  a pic- 
ture in  a given  area  or  zone  is  termed 
clearance,  and  that  a zone  is  a specified 
geographical  area  within  which  a particu- 
lar clearance  is  operative.” 

"Grapes  of  Wrath"  Theme 
To  Stick,  Says  Wobber 

New  York — Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox production  chief,  will  make 
“Grapes  of  Wrath”  with  all  the  strength 
and  realism  contained  in  John  Steinbeck’s 
epic  novel. 

Authority  for  this  statement  is  none 
other  than  Herman  Wobber,  general  sales 
manager,  who  has  recently  returned  from 
studio  conferences  with  Zanuck  over  the 
forthcoming  product  lineup. 

He  reports  Zanuck  is  enthusiastic  over 
the  book  as  screen  material.  Despite  pro- 
tests, Wobber  says,  Zanuck  will  not  com- 
promise with  the  theme  of  the  novel. 

“It  should  be  one  of  the  outstanding 
(Continued  on  page  13) 


To  Forego  Representation 
If  Decisions  Do  Not 
Affect  Revenue 

New  York — Distributors  are  understood 
working  on  a new  arbitration  plan  for 
clearance  cases  which  would  give  them  no 
voice  at  the  hearings  unless  decisions 
handed  down  by  the  new  type  of  boards 
adversely  affects  the  revenue  of  the  com- 
panies involved. 

The  proposal  follows  protests  from  all 
independent  exhibitor  groups  to  the  spe- 
cial board  setup  in  the  fourth  trade  draft. 
However,  no  objection  is  made  to  the  ar- 
bitration boards  hearing  complaints  by 
independent  theatre  owners  against  the 
same  class  of  exhibitor.  In  the  plan  under 
advisement,  it  is  stated  distributors  will  not 
be  represented  on  the  boards  which  will 
be  made  up  of  independent  exhibitor  and 
affiliated  circuit  representatives. 

However,  it  is  added,  in  the  event  an 
adverse  ruling  is  handed  down,  distribu- 
tors will  have  the  right  to  file  a claim  and 
present  their  side  of  the  case.  All  hear- 
ings will  be  open,  as  prevailed  during  the 
days  of  the  Film  Boards  and  NRA. 

Both  complainant  and  respondent  will 
have  the  right  to  select  an  arbitrator  from 
the  panels  to  be  set  up  in  each  key  terri- 
tory. Efforts  will  be  made  to  settle  dis- 
putes before  they  reach  the  arbitration 
chambers,  however. 

No  exhibitor  will  be  asked  to  waive 
rights  under  the  code,  William  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M  and 
sub-committee  chairman,  insists.  Selling 
heads  of  all  companies  have  agreed  to  this, 
he  adds,  and  any  salesman  who  violates 
this  understanding,  when  complaint  is 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  distribu- 
tor, will  meet  with  serious  consequences. 

Distribution  heads  and  a committee  of 
legal  aides  met  a few  days  ago  with 
Rodgers  for  the  first  time  since  the  fourth 
draft  was  sent  out.  The  session  was  de- 
voted to  a full  discussion  of  the  arbitra- 
tion changes  and  further  thought  is  being 
given  the  proposals  before  made  public. 

“There  will  be  a fair  trade  practice  code 
in  this  industry,”  Rodgers  emphasizes, 
“but  no  one  at  this  time  can  tell  how 
soon.” 

Most  of  the  allegations  in  the  govern- 
ment suit  will  be  disposed  of  when  the 
code  becomes  effective,  distributors  con- 
tinue to  believe. 

Redrafting  of  exhibition  contracts  to 
include  certain  provisions  of  the  code  now 
is  occupying  the  attention  of  home  office 
lawyers  who  have  been  assisting  sales 
heads  on  the  legal  limitations  of  the 
drafts.  Exhibitors  may  be  asked  to  sign 
special  code  pledges  in  addition  to  regular 
product  contracts,  the  pledges  to  contain 
provisions  which  cannot  be  inserted  in  li- 
cense agreements  because  of  anti-trust 
angles  which  might  develop. 


Routine,  Red  Tape 
Schine  Suit  Snag 

Buffalo — Routine  and  red  tape  are  re- 
liably reported  holding  up  the  govern- 
ment’s anticipated  monopoly  suit  against 
the  Schine  circuit  in  the  federal  district 
court  here. 

It  is  learned  that  complaints  against  the 
independent  circuit  operators  have  come 
in  from  every  territory  in  which  they  oper- 
ate, including  Kentucky  and  Indiana. 
Among  the  more  prominent  exhibitors 
who  filed  complaints  with  the  department 
of  justice  are  William  Smalley  of  Coopers- 
town,  a Schine  rival  of  many  years; 
Michael  Boumansour  of  the  Plaza,  Ma- 
lone, and  V.  U.  Young,  who  operates  in 
Indiana  and  Ohio. 

Young’s  name  has  already  been  made 
public  by  the  government.  Boumansour 
has  had  his  complaint  in  the  hands  of 
Hari’y  G.  Kosch,  Allied  of  New  York  at- 
torney, and  attempts  to  straighten  the 
trouble  out  with  Schine  and  distributors 
apparently  have  got  nowhere.  Smalley 
was  among  the  first  to  go  to  Washington 
with  his  grievance.  All  exhibitors  men- 
tioned have  been  contacted  by  FBI  men. 

While  in  Syracuse  recently.  Max  A. 
Cohen,  head  of  New  York  Allied,  stated 
Schine  could  do  much  to  weaken  the  gov- 
ernment’s action  if  he  would  invite  a con- 
ference to  talk  all  the  things  over.  Cohen 
regards  the  Schines  as  “an  independent 
trust,”  but  is  willing  to  sit  down  with 
Meyer  J.  or  Louis  W.  any  time  they  are 
willing  to  chat  around  the  table.  If  this 
were  done,  according  to  Cohen,  Allied  of 
New  York  would  bend  every  effort  to  pre- 
vent pursuit  of  the  suit  which  now  looks 
imminent. 

West  Coast  Probers  Hold 
Washington  Coniabs 

Washington — Albert  Law  and  Harold 
Collins,  who  have  been  on  the  coast  for 
the  past  three  years  checking  into  FWC 
and  major  distributor  records,  are  here 
conferring  with  department  of  justice  of- 
ficials on  the  data  gathered  in  Los  Angeles. 
The  investigation  is  in  connection  with  an 
alleged  breach  of  a consent  decree  handed 
down  in  1932. 

Seymour  Krieger,  who  has  been  handling 
the  eastern  investigation  of  independent 
exhibitor  complaints  in  connection  with 
the  government  suit,  may  not  be  asked  to 
go  to  the  coast  after  all,  it  is  indicated. 
Paul  Williams,  in  charge  of  the  govern- 
ment’s suit,  may  go  instead.  Williams  re- 
turned Thursday  from  New  York  where  he 
is  reported  to  have  conferred  with  Spyros 
and  George  Skouras  on  complaints  against 
National  Theatres’  units  throughout  the 
(Ccniinued  on  page  13) 
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COMMENTING  on  our  comment 
about  the  lack  of  speaking  op- 
portunity extended  to  Bob  O'Donnell 
at  the  Allied  convention,  aside  from 
perfunctory  remarks  made  at  the 
closing  dinner,  H,  A.  Cole  says: 

"Mr.  O'Donnell  never  asked 
for  the  floor,  nor  was  there  any 
intimation  he  wanted  to  speak. 
Had  anyone  advised  me  at  any 
time  he  desired  to  talk  he  would 
have  been  given  that  oppor- 
tunity. Or  had  Mr.  O'Donnell 
risen  to  his  feet  for  recognition 
he  would  have  been  recognized 
and  certainly  allowed  to  speak. 

It  was  an  open  forum  meeting 
and  anyone  had  the  right  to  talk 
if  they  so  desired." 

All  technically  true  as  the  very 
technical  Allied  outfit  goes  these 
days.  However,  one  question  might 
be  answered: 

Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  true  that  on  a slip 
of  paper  which  reminded  Cole  of  the 
order  of  scheduled  speakers  O'Don- 
nell was  listed  to  follow  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall? If  this  is  correct,  why  wasn't 
he  called  upon?  Kuykendall  was 
and  so  were  others  who  had  no 
need  to  petition  the  chairman  for 
recognition. 

Colonel  Cole  may  be  interested  in 
learning  that  one  of  his  associates, 
at  least,  in  Allied  was  burnt  well 
nigh  to  a frazzle  because  of  the  fail- 
ure to  call  upon  O'Donnell  who 
went  to  Minneapolis  not  to  see  how 
Allied  wages  a convention,  but  to 
answer  the  long-standing  charges 
by  Cole  that  Interstate  had  forced 
approximately  twenty-three  Texas 
independents  out  of  business  either 
through  shutdowns  or  sale  to  pro- 
ducer-affiliated circuits.  The  reac- 
tion of  the  disturbed  Allied  leader 
would  indicate  Cole  had  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  reason  for  O'Donnell's 
appearance  at  the  Nicollet  Hotel. 

Among  Its  Best 

"The  March  of  Time"  earns  dis- 
tinction for  "The  Movies  March  On" 
on  two  counts.  One,  because  this 
new  release  ranks  well  up  among 
the  finest  of  this  producer's  crop,  and 
because  it  renders  a signal  service 
for  the  industry  institutionally  while 
it  entertains.  Significantly  and  in 
keeping  with  the  aggressive  and 


progressive  type  of  newspaper  and 
pictorial  journalism  practiced  by  the 
various  "Time"  enterprises  is  the 
stress  directed  toward  films  that  rec- 
ognize their  obligation  to  the  times 
in  which  they  make  their  way. 

Virtually  all  the  heads  of  the  ma- 
jor companies  are  shown,  but  only 
one  producer  gets  voice  via  the 
sound  track.  He  is  Walter  Wanger, 
who  speaks  these  lines: 

"...  and  v/e  have  facts  to 
face,  wars  abroad,  social  and 
economic  distress  at  home. 
Threats  to  democracy  every- 
where. It  is  time  for  us  to  as- 
sume our  responsibility  and  deal 
truthfully  and  freely  with  the 
problems  which  face  us  today." 

It  is  not  by  accident,  as  well,  that 
prominent  display  goes  to  mention 
of  these  films,  all  of  them  emanat- 
ing from  the  Warner  camp  over  the 
years;  "I  Am  a Fugitive  From  a 
Chain  Gong,"  "Louis  Pasteur," 
"Black  Legion,"  "The  Life  of  Emile 
Zola,"  "Juarez"  and  "Confessions  of 
a Nazi  Spy." 

Archive  Stuif 

"That  tired  executive — the  one 
who  has  been  doing  a knockout 
job — is  sneaking  up  on  his  deadline 
rapidly  now.  Not  only  is  he  tired, 
but  he  wants  a new,  and  better, 
deal.  No  new  and  better  deal?  Then 
he  takes  a stroll  for  himself.  Fore- 
cast? He'll  get  what  he  wants." — 
From  "Notes  to  You,"  March  11. 

"Turning  point  now.  That  major 
personnel  upset  does,  or  does  not, 
happen  almost  any  minute  now." — 
Same  department,  April  22. 

"That  important  executive  who 
may  have  strolled  from  his  current 
post  is  ninety-five  per  cent  against 
any  such  ideas  now.  The  determin- 
ing five  is  a cinch." — Ditto  from 
"Notes,"  May  13. 

"It  is  understood  here  [New  York] 
that  William  F.  Rodgers  has  signed 
a new  five-year  contract  as  general 
sales  manager  of  Loew's  Inc.  His 
old  contract  expired  about  two 
weeks  ago." — From  the  news  col- 
umns of  BOXOFFICE,  June  17. 
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Paramount’s 
MAN  ABOUT  TOWN 
first  week  records: 


Memphis 

Omaha 


141% 


Detroit 


Buffalo 


Rochester  . 
Salt  Lake  City 
Springfield 
Wilkes  Barre  . 


130% 


Paramount’s 
MAN  ABOUT  TOWN 


F SAN  FRANCISCO  beats  record -making 

"Union  Pacific"! 

OAKLAND  beats  "Union  Pacific"! 

SEATTLE  way  out  in  front  of  "Sing  You 
Sinners"  and  "If  I Were  King"! 

PORTLAND,  Oregon  beats  "Union  Pacific" 
record! 

SAN  DIEGO  ahead  of  "Union  Pacific" 
record! 

INDIANAPOLIS  ahead  of  "If  I Were  King"!  i 

LOUISVILLE  ahead  of  "Union  Pacific"! 

TULSA  ahead  of  "Union  Pacific"!  .^8 


IT’S 


PERCENtAGE 


THAT  COUNTS! 


INDUSTRY  ADMINISTRATOR  TO  EXECUTE  CODE 
IS  DNDER  CONTEMPLATION  BY  DISTRIBUTORS 

Study  Setup  Similar  to  Reached  Agreement  in  Chicago, 

NRA  Code  Days;  Seen  jttt-  7/  r##  it  t- 

As  a Clearing  House  iV.  x . AlllSd  S StClIlCi  IlldlCCLtQS 


New  York — A code  administrator  ulti- 
mately may  be  named  to  handle  opera- 
tions of  the  trade  practice  pact  along  lines 
which  prevailed  during  the  NRA  when 
John  C.  Flinn,  now  with  Variety,  was  ex- 
ecutive secretary  and  Tyree  Dillard  jr.,  now 
a member  of  Loew’s  legal  staff,  legal  ad- 
visor of  the  Campi,  or  Code  Authority  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Industry. 

Such  an  organizer  would  remove  from 
the  shoulders  of  William  F.  Rodgers  and 
other  members  of  the  distributors’  nego- 
tiating committee  on  the  code  all  detail 
and  permit  these  men,  long  anxious  to  do 
so,  to  return  to  their  normal  function  as 
sales  heads  of  their  respective  companies. 
Such  an  organizer  would  establish  a code 
office  which  would  serve  as  a clearing 
house  for  any  issues  which  may  arise,  de- 
spite the  fact  that  industry  code  formula- 
tion does  not  provide  for  a general  appeals 
board  as  prevailed  during  the  NRA. 

The  plan  is  nebulous  thus  far,  but  has 
been  discussed.  Obviously,  no  steps  in  this 
direction  can  be  taken  until  the  code  is 
approved  and  put  into  operation. 

"Full  Cooperation  Necessary" 

Full  cooperation  of  local  exhibitor  units 
will  be  necessary  on  the  code  to  assure  its 
success,  Rodgers  states.  Particularly  is 
this  true  in  the  setting  up  of  the  ma- 
chinery for  arbitration,  such  as  the  selec- 
tion of  impartial  men  in  the  territory  to 
sit  and  decide  cases  in  the  event  of  an 
even  vote. 

Distributors  met  several  times  this  week, 
the  first  meeting  on  Monday  adjourning 
until  Wednesday  because  several  sales 
managers  had  to  keep  business  appoint- 
ments. The  sessions  pivoted  around  se- 
lection of  personnel  for  clearance  and  zon- 
ing boards.  Several  ideas  were  propound- 
ed, but  an  agreement  of  all  companies  is 
necessary  before  a plan  can  be  adopted 
and  then  sent  to  the  independent  exhibi- 
tor committees  and  the  MPTOA  group 
which  participated  in  the  negotiations. 

As  soon  as  the  arbitration  provisions  are 
completed  they  are  to  be  rushed  to  those 
units  which  have  signified  intentions  of 
approving  the  code.  It  will  then  be  up  to 
exhibitor  bodies  and  individual  theatre 
owners  to  sign  and  put  the  code  into  ef- 
fect. 

Distributors  are  anxious  to  get  the 
trade  practice  plan  moving  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  provisions  have  been  negotiat- 
ed for  about  a year  and  it  is  now  felt  the 
quicker  they  are  made  an  industry  pro- 
cedure the  better  it  will  be  for  a number 
of  varied  interests. 

Rodgers  may  make  a tour  of  a number 
of  key  cities  to  explain  the  operations  of 
the  code,  following  its  adoption.  Other 


There's  a Fifth 
Coming  Up 

New  York — Drafting  a code  of  fair 
trade  practices  is  not  all  pie  and  honey, 
according  to  distributors  who  hope  the 
fifth  plan,  now  being  worked  out  to 
incorporate  final  arbitration  changes, 
will  be  the  last.  To  those  who  have 
criticized  the  drafts  so  far,  distributors 
point  to  the  radio  industry  which  on 
Tuesday  was  asked  to  accept  a third 
draft  of  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  at  its  17th  annual  con- 
vention in  Atlantic  City. 


sales  managers  are  expected  to  do  likewise, 
covering  points  not  included  in  Rodgers’ 
itinerary. 

Allied  of  New  York’s  decision  to  keep 
open  the  door  for  further  negotiations 
brought  no  comment  from  Rodgers  early 
in  the  week.  Max  A.  Cohen,  head  of  the 
local  Allied  unit,  did  not  send  a copy  of 
the  resolution  adopted  in  Syracuse  the 
week  before  to  Rodgers,  whose  only  knowl- 
edge of  the  Allied  stand  is  what  he  read 
in  the  trade  papers.  The  M-G-M  sales 
manager  also  would  not  comment  on  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  Connecticut  condemn- 
ing Ihgh  film  rentals. 

Meetings  between  distributors  on  the 
code  continue  to  be  held  away  from  the 
Hays  office.  Initial  sessions  were  held  in 
the  Harvard  and  Columbia  Clubs,  follow- 
ed by  get-togethers  at  the  Astor.  There 
is  no  intention  of  making  the  code  a Hays 
matter,  but  rather  independent  in  thought 
and  operation,  according  to  distributors. 

Rodgers  also  declined  to  comment  on 
how  soon  the  code  would  go  into  effect 
other  than  adhere  to  the  general  thought 
that,  as  soon  as  the  arbitration  provisions 
are  cleared  up,  the  future  will  rest  with 
exhibitors. 


Steifes  Re-elected,  This 
Time  With  a Salary 

Minneapolis — Reconsidering  his  deter- 
mination not  to  continue  at  the  helm  of 
Northwest  Allied,  W.  A.  Steffes  was  re- 
elected president  at  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  that  body  here  at  an  unannounced 
salary.  It  is  reported,  however,  he  was 
guaranteed  $10,000  per  year.  He  has  serv- 
ed previously  without  salary. 

The  meeting  rejected  the  trade  practice 
code  “in  its  present  form.” 


New  York — Indicating  in  the  eyes  of 
Allied  of  New  York  that  an  agreement,  or 
an  understanding  at  least,  was  reached 
between  national  Allied  and  the  distribu- 
tors’ committee  on  the  code  formulation 
in  Chicago,  Max  A.  Cohen,  head  of  Allied 
of  New  York,  will  continue  his  efforts  at 
regulation  from  within  on  the  basis  of  the 
Windy  City  meeting  which  national  Allied 
executives  have  persistently  disavowed. 

In  this  connection,  Cohen  contends  dis- 
tributors did  not  include  in  the  code  all 
the  provisions  of  the  understanding  or 
agreement  reached  in  Chicago  and  clari- 
fication is  necessary.  He  states  certain 
agreements  were  reached  and  that  despite 
William  F.  Rodgers’  recent  statement  these 
have  been  included  in  the  fourth  draft  they 
are  not  in  evidence,  hence  the  demand 
for  clarification. 

A committee  comprising  Cohen  as  chair- 
man, Rapp  Merriman  and  S.  Grossman  of 
Syracuse,  Mitchell  Conery  of  Ravena,  Ray 
Pashley  of  Interlacken  and  H.  Lorence 
of  Cattarraugus  had  been  named  to  con- 
fer with  Rodgers. 

Clearance  Issue  Vital 

Among  the  important  issues  which  re- 
quire clarification,  according  to  Cohen,  is 
the  matter  of  clearance.  The  Allied  head 
of  New  York  states  clearances  in  New 
York  are  based  on  zones,  in  Chicago  on 
admission  scales  and  on  the  west  coast 
on  zones  and  admissions,  and  altogether 
different  from  the  two  cities  mentioned. 
He  believes  clearance  issues  for  each  zone 
should  be  set  up  for  arbitration  and  each 
of  them  incorporated  in  the  code.  There 
are  several  other  clauses  which  he  is  not 
inclined  to  discuss  at  this  time. 

Although  the  impression  prevails  the 
stand  of  Allied  of  New  York  for  continu- 
ing code  negotiations  with  distributors  is 
at  variance  with  the  national  organiza- 
tion’s policy,  ratified  by  the  directors  at 
Minneapolis,  Cohen  holds  his  unit  has 
always  been  for  leaving  the  door  open  for 
further  talks.  This  stand,  he  points  out, 
was  adopted  by  resolution  at  the  board 
meeting  during  the  New  York  convention 
whreh  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president,  at- 
tended. 

Cohen  has  not,  and  does  not,  believe 
in  government  supervision  imtil  the  last 
effort  to  secure  regulation  from  within 
fails.  “Now  is  the  time  to  strive  for  self- 
regulation,” he  insists.  “When  the  gov- 
ernment starts  regulating  the  industry  it 
will  be  too  late.” 

Allied  of  New  York  is  the  first  Allied 
unit  to  come  out  in  the  open  for  further 
continuing  discussions  with  distributors  on 
(Continued  on  page  13) 
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GEORGE  RAFT  * CLAIReTREVOR 


with  DICK  FORAN  . HENRY  ARMETTA  • VICTOR  JORY 
Directed  by  FRANK  TUTTLE  • Associate  Producer  BURT  KELLY 


SCREEN  PLAY  BY  NATHANAEL  WEST . . . Onqmal  Story  by  Lester  Cole 


He  had  a swell  start.  Born 
in  the  gutter,  graduated  to 
be  a city  savage!  Life  wore 
thin  the  way  he  lived  it,... 
his  arms  that  reached  for 
love  embraced  sudden 
death  instead!  HE  HAD 
TO  BE  HARD! 


Nate  Platt  May  Take 
Over  UDT  Operation 

New  York — Nate  Platt  holds  the  inside 
track  as  successor  to  George  W.  Trendle, 
recently  resigned  president  and  general 
manager  of  United  Detroit  Theatres.  If 
he  gets  the  appointment,  it  will  return 
him  to  Detroit  where  he  once  operated 
Paramount’s  holdings  as  the  direct  repre- 
sentative of  B&K  when  the  Chicago  cir- 
cuit ran  those  theatres  in  1931-32. 

Trendle  split  with  Paramount,  voluntar- 
ily resigning  because  of  the  refusal  of  the 
company  to  give  him  a new  contract.  His 
old  pact  having  expired,  Trendle  sought 
a renewal,  was  informed  he  could  con- 
tinue on  an  indefinite  basis  but  without 
a signatured  agreement  and  preferred  to 
step  out. 

If  Platt  is  named,  the  probability  is  that 
final  responsibility  for  the  Detroit  opera- 
tion will  stem  directly  to  Paramount  head- 
quarters here,  as  against  the  onetime 
arrangement  under  which  B&K  were  com- 
pletely in  charge. 


B&K  Detroit  Operating 
Talk  Is  Stronger 

Detroit — The  probability  that  Balaban 
& Katz  of  Chicago  will  be  given  manage- 
ment of  the  United  Detroit  Theatres  by 
Paramount  appears  stronger  as  time 
lengthens  from  the  resignation  of  George 
W.  Trendle  as  president  and  general  man- 
ager. 

Should  this  happen,  B&K  would  not  be 
new  on  the  local  automotive  scene,  for  in 
1931  and  1932  the  Chicago  company  op- 
erated the  local  houses  under  the  old  Pub- 
lix  setup.  Several  of  the  managers  of 
United  Detroit  Tlieatres  today  were  for- 
merly with  B&K  in  Chicago. 

In  announcing  his  resignation,  Trendle 
said  that  the  growth  of  his  radio  interests, 
including  station  WXYZ,  the  Lone  Ranger, 
Inc.,  and  the  Michigan  Radio  Network,  of 
which  he  is  president,  the  nearness  of 
television  to  actual  commercial  use,  and  his 
increased  responsibilities  in  the  broadcast- 
ing field  have  compelled  him  to  retire  from 
all  his  theatre  connections  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  the  King-Ti-endle  Broad- 
casting Corp.,  the  Michigan  Radio  Net- 
work, and  associated  companies. 

Among  the  radio  activities  which  have 
greatly  increased  Trendle ’s  responsibilities 
are  the  Lone  Ranger  programs,  now  grown 
to  one  of  the  biggest  of  the  national  broad- 
casts, and  the  increasing  popularity  of  the 
Green  Hornet  air  serial. 

While  all  of  these  activities  have  taken 
his  time  considerably,  it  is  understood  that 
Trendle  was  reluctant  to  give  up  his  actual 
connections  in  the  film  industry,  in  which 
he  was  one  of  the  pioneers. 

His  management  contract  with  Para- 
mount is  understood  to  have  been  up  for 
renewal  about  a month  or  six  weeks  ago. 
At  that  time,  he  negotiated  not  only 
for  a renewal  but  also  for  a purchase  of 
an  interest  in  the  local  United  Detroit 
circuit.  Trendle  and  Paramount  execu- 
tives, including  Barney  Balaban,  Y.  Frank 
Freeman  and  others,  could  not  get  together, 
and  so  the  Detroit  Paramount  executive 
tendered  his  resignation. 


Three-Year  Metro  Deals 
With  Two  Major  Chains 

New  York — M-G-M  has  set  three-year 
franchises  with  National  and  Warner  cir- 
cuits, the  details  of  which  are  now  being 
worked  out.  On  the  National  deal,  E. 
C.  Rhoden  and  Lon  Cox,  Fox  Midwest  di- 
vision head  and  chief  film  buyer  and  book- 
er, are  here  as  well  as  Harris  P.  Wolfberg, 
M-G-M  midwest  district  manager.  Clay- 
ton Lynch,  M-G-M  Los  Angeles  manager, 
has  returned  to  his  coast  headquarters 
after  finishing  up  with  J.  J.  Sullivan  and 
William  T.  Powers,  while  George  Hickey, 
western  district  manager,  remains  here 
for  a few  more  days. 

Moe  Silver,  Albany  zone  manager,  and 
Max  Friedman,  upstate  film  buyer  for  the 
Warner  circuit,  were  in  town  last  week 
on  the  M-G-M  arrangement  and  I.  J. 
Hoffman,  New  England  zone  head,  will 
work  on  his  theatres  in  a few  days.  Nat 
Wolf,  Cleveland  zone  manager,  and  J.  J. 
Maloney,  M-G-M  district  manager,  and 
Frank  Drew,  Cleveland  branch  manager, 
were  in  town  a week  ago  on  their  division. 

Jerome  Safron,  coast  district  manager 
for  Columbia,  is  in  town  on  a possible 
two-year  franchise  with  National.  Larry 
Kent,  chief  booker  for  FWC,  continues  to 
negotiate  with  Sullivan  and  Powers  on 
pending  deals,  planning  to  return  to  Los 
Angeles  in  a fortnight  or  so. 

Spyros  Skouras  next  month  will  make 
a swing  of  each  division  in  the  National 
cii'cuit,  addressing  the  various  district  and 
house  managers.  Details  of  new  product 
deals  will  be  explained.  Zabel,  Powers 
Milt  Hossfeld  and  Aubrey  Schenck  are  ex- 
pected to  accompany  Skouras. 


Warner  Circuit  Signs 
For  New  UA  Lineup 

New  York  — Second  important  deal 
closed  by  UA  for  its  new  product  is  the 
signing  of  a two-year  deal  with  the  Warner 
circuit  by  Harry  Gold,  eastern  sales  head, 
and  Clayton  Bond,  chief  film  buyers  for 
the  circuit,  and  his  assistant  Edward 
Hinchey.  Approximately  400  situations  are 
covered.  The  initial  outstanding  deal  for 
the  season  was  the  closing  with  National 
Theatres’  buyers,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  William 
T.  Powers  and  Aubrey  Schenck,  for  one 
year. 

UA  directors  were  informed  of  the  War- 
ner deal  at  a board  meeting  Tuesday  which 
was  attended  by  Murray  Silverstone,  Mary 
Pickford,  Charles  Schwartz,  Dennis  F. 
O’Brien,  James  Roosevelt  and  Emanuel 
Silverstone. 


Grainger  Starts  National 
Circuit-Republic  Deal 

New  York  — James  R.  Grainger,  back 
from  Boston  and  now  swinging  actively 
into  circuit  deals  on  Republic’s  new  lineup, 
this  week  expects  to  start  negotiations 
with  National  Theatres.  It  will  take  sev- 
eral weeks  to  consummate. 

Grainger’s  first  circuit  contract  for  next 
year  was  closed  a few  days  ago  with  the 
Durkee  string  in  Baltimore.  Republic’s 
president  handled  it  himself. 


Yates  Sailing 

New  York — Herbert  J.  Yates  and  Gene 
Autry  sail  for  London  July  26.  Autry  will 
make  a number  of  personal  appearances. 


No  Warner  Theatre 
Expansion  Plans 

Hollywood  — “We  deny  emphatically 
that  we  have  any  intentions  of  expanding.’’ 

This,  from  Joseph  Bernhard,  is  in  answer 
to  reports  that  the  Warner  circuit,  which 
he  manages,  may  be  contemplating  build- 
ing in  opposition  to  Fox  West  Coast,  which 
Warner  is  selling  away  from  in  favor  of 
independents. 

Asked  if  the  parent  company  had  set- 
tled its  dispute  with  the  Skouras  chain, 
Bernhard  replied:  “This  lias  been  taken 
care  of;  it  has  been  settled  entirely.”  He 
declined  to  amplify  this  as  it  might  bear 
on  getting  together  again  with  Fox  West 
Coast. 

With  Bernhard  were  Mort  Blumenstock, 
who  will  remain  here  for  studio  confer- 
ences with  S.  Charles  Einfeld  on  new  sea- 
son advertising  and  publicity  budgets  and 
plans,  Bryan  Foy  and  Mrs.  Foy.  Bern- 
hard  expected  to  return  to  New  York  over 
the  weekend.  He  attended  the  wedding 
of  Betty  Warner,  daughter  of  H.  M.,  to 
Milton  Sperling,  writer  with  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. 


Aocured  Warner  Product. 

An  Independent  Builds 

New  York — Warner  states  the  first  in- 
dependent exhibitor  to  build  a theatre 
since  the  split  with  National  Theatres  is 
P.  W.  Dickson,  who  plans  a 1,000  seat 
house  at  Jacksonville,  111.  He  has  bought 
the  Warner  lineup  for  1939-40. 

J.  Pennington  is  remodeling  two  houses 
at  Topeka,  Kas.,  on  the  strength  of  his 
Warner  buy,  the  distributor  also  states, 
and  adds  several  new  theatres  are  planned 
in  the  Los  Angeles  territory.  No  detail 
has  been  divulged. 

Fifteen  more  deals  away  from  National 
Theatres  have  been  closed,  including  the 
Ritz  and  Rex  at  Booneville,  111.;  the  Acme, 
Hays,  Kas.,  and  Princess,  Lyons,  also  in 
Kansas. 


Sell  Away  in  Manitowoc.  Wis. 

Manitowoc,  Wis. — The  Capitol,  operat- 
ed by  R.  S.  Guiterman,  and  the  Mikadow, 
operated  by  F.  M.  Kadow,  have  bought 
Warner  for  next  year  away  from  Fox’s 
Strand.  “A”  product  will  run  single  at 
the  Capitol  and  the  residue  at  the  Mika- 
dow. The  two  theatres  will  divide  the 
shorts. 

F&M  Renewal  Deal  for  L.  A. 
Paramount  Is  Nearly  Set 

Los  Angeles — F&M  are  about  set  with 
Paramount  on  a long-term  renewal  of  the 
deal  for  operation  of  the  downtown  Para- 
mount which  the  former  has  been  manag- 
ing for  the  last  seven  years.  The  new  deal, 
which  Harry  Arthur  calls  “satisfactory  in 
every  way,”  calls  for  extensive  remodeling 
and  refurnishing. 


Signatures  a Formality 

New  York — Final  papers  in  the  Para- 
mount-F&M  deal  have  not  been  signed,  but 
details  are  all  set  with  signatures  regarded 
largely  as  a formality. 
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A Golden  Jubilee  by 
Industry  in  Oclober 

New  York— Taking  official  cognizance 
of  the  birth  of  motion  pictures  50  years 
ago  when  Thomas  A.  Edison  invented  the 
kinetoscope,  October  6,  1889,  the  indus- 
try will  sponsor  a Golden  Jubilee  the  first 
week  in  October  with  a nation-wide  pub- 
licity campaign  that  will  encompass  all 
exhibitors  and  exhibitors’  groups. 

Intimated  by  George  J.  Schaefer  last 
August  during  the  Motion  Pictures’  Great- 
est Year  campaign,  the  celebration  will 
throw  the  spotlight  on  the  saga  of  film 
history. 

Participation  by  exhibitors  will  be  en- 
tirely voluntary.  Kenneth  Clark,  chairman 
of  the  committee,  stressed  the  fact  that 
no  funds  will  be  solicited  and  all  local 
celebrations  will  depend  on  the  initiative 
of  theatre  owners  in  each  community. 

Serving  on  the  committee  with  Clark 
are  Harry  Goldberg,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  the  Warner  circuit;  Bill 
Ferguson,  exploitation  director  for  M-G-M; 
Ben  Grimm.  RKO  advertising  manager  un- 
der S.  Barret  McCormick:  Lou  Pollock, 
eastern  advertising  and  publicity  director 
for  Universal,  and  Joel  Swenson  of  the 
Hays  office  publicity  department. 

Initial  step  will  be  the  distribution  of 
an  exploitation  manual  to  all  exhibitors 
early  in  August.  The  book  will  contain 
suggestions  for  exhibitors  on  how  to  ob- 
serve Golden  Jubilee  Week.  It  is  now  being 
prepared  under  the  supervision  of  Swenson. 

Sometime  during  the  latter  part  of  Au- 
gust, Will  Hays  will  send  the  campaign 
off  to  an  official  start  with  a general  an- 
nouncement on  plans  and  purposes. 

A coast  meeting  of  the  Hays  office  is 
expected  to  be  held  shortly  for  the  co- 
ordination of  the  national  campaign.  The 
committee  is  considering  plans  for  a one- 
day  celebration  at  Menlo  Park,  N.  J.,  birth- 
place of  the  kinetoscope,  at  which  impor- 
tant industry  figures  will  participate. 

Aid  of  educational  groups  will  be  solicit- 
ed for  the  sponsorship  of  essay  contests. 
There  will  be  a tieup  with  National  Book 
Week  early  in  November  in  which  those 
books  which  have  served  as  motion  pic- 
ture material  will  be  singled  out  during  the 
celebration. 

According  to  Clark,  all  exchanges  will 
be  instructed  by  distributors  to  cooperate 
with  exhibitors  to  the  fullest  possible  ex- 
tent in  putting  over  the  50th  anniversary. 

Williams  May  Go  West 
Instead  of  Kiiegei 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
country  and  the  Skouras  circuit  in  Greater 
New  York. 

Prom  another  source  it  is  revealed  the 
contemplated  action  for  alleged  violation 
of  the  coast  consent  decree  wUl  get  under 
way  later  in  August,  but  may  be  delayed 
until  October  because  of  the  Chicago  con- 
tempt hearings  against  B&K  and  major 
distributors  and  the  various  preliminary 
moves  in  connection  with  the  all-industry 
suit  pending  in  the  New  York  federal 
courts. 


PercentageisiReach 
New  High  Level 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

“Under  Northern  Lights.”  This  repre- 
sents an  increase  of  three  top  bracket 
productions  over  1938-39. 

Republic  for  the  1938-39  season  an- 
nounced four  top  bracket  films,  12  in  the 
second  group  and  15  in  the  third  classi- 
fication. For  the  new  season,  the  mini- 
mum of  four  continues  and  will  be  known 
as  De  Luxe  Productions.  They  are  “The 
Hit  Parade  of  1940,”  “Seven  Million  Dol- 
lars,” “The  Dark  Command”  and  “Lady 
From  New  Orleans.”  In  the  next  top 
bracket  group  will  be  six,  known  as  Anni- 
versary Specials,  and  include  “Wagons 
Westward,”  “The  Crooked  Road,”  “Storm 
Over  India,”  “Doctors  Don’t  Tell,”  “Na- 
tional Barn  Dance”  and  “Tillie  the  Toiler.” 
The  third  group  consists  of  16  Jubilee  Pro- 
ductions, “Jeepers  Creepers,”  “In  Old  Mis- 
souri,” “Guilty  of  Treason,”  “Headline 

News,”  “Gangs  of  Chicago,”  “Forgotten 

Girls,”  “Plight  at  Midnight,”  “Wolf  of 

New  York,”  “Calling  All  Marines,”  “Pro- 
bation Nurse,”  “Girl  From  God’s  Coun- 
try,” “The  Covered  Trailer,”  “Money  to 
Burn,”  “Everybody’s  Happy”  and  “Should 
Wives  Work?” 

While  deals  vary  with  the  individual 

situations,  the  aim  of  franchise  holders 
and  Republic  salesmen  is  to  get  26  pictures 
on  percentage,  but  deals  are  being  made 
on  terms  of  four,  10  and  12,  four,  eight 
and  10,  according  to  the  particular  thea- 
tre or  circuit  involved. 


No  Dilution  for  "Grapes 
Of  Wrath" — Webber 


(Continued  from  page  7) 

pictures  on  the  new  season  schedule,”  he 
feels. 

“Zanuck  is  just  as  excited  over  Stein- 
beck’s book  as  he  was  when  he  produced 
T Am  a Fugitive  From  a Chain  Gang,’  ” 
Wobber  relates.  “He  has  made  a survey 
of  conditions  in  California  after  reading 
the  book  and  found  it  just  as  it  was  de- 
scribed by  Steinbeck.” 

According  to  Wobber,  “the  film  will  not 
carry  any  ‘message’  or  ‘ism’  but  will  be  a 
powerful  and  straightforward  story  of  de- 
plorable conditions  as  they  exist  today.” 

Steinbeck’s  novel  is  a story  of  migra- 
tory workers  who  have  lost  their  farms 
in  the  southwest  and  have  come  to  Cali- 
fornia in  the  hopes  of  making  new  homes. 
But  due  to  the  working  conditions  on  the 
farms,  they  are  forced  to  live  in  poverty 
and  squalor.  In  California,  considerable 
disapproval  in  certain  circles  manifested 
itself  over  the  news  that  20th-Fox  had 
purchased  the  screen  rights  to  the  novel. 


Skirball  Quits  GN 

New  York — Jack  Skirball  has  resigned  as 
vice-president  in  charge  of  production  for 
Grand  National.  He  plans  to  enter  inde- 
pendent production  activity. 


Did  Reach  Accord  in 
Chicago,  Indication 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
the  code.  It  is  felt  by  the  executives  and 
membership  that  some  good  will  come  out 
of  the  meetings,  but  to  close  the  doors 
would  virtually  mean  now  is  the  time  for 
government  regulation.  This  is  not  desired 
by  the  local  Allied  membership  unless  every 
attempt  to  straighten  out  the  problems  is 
unavailing. 

Up  to  now  distributors  have  been  and 
are  willing  to  sit  down  and  iron  out  local 
and  national  issues  brought  to  their  at- 
tention. This  is  reflected  in  the  settlement 
of  a number  of  complaints  which  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  department  of  justice 
and  to  major  company  home  offices. 

“If  the  time  comes  when  we  feel  liti- 
gation and  legislation  is  necessary  for  our 
existence  we  will  fight  for  this  the  same 
as  we  are  now  making  every  effort  to  get 
an  equitable  code,”  Cohen  states.  “We  will 
not  lose  sight  of  that.  I feel  the  code,  if 
properly  clarified,  can  be  an  asset.  But 
we  will  stand  on  all  fours  for  a bill  of 
rights  to  which  every  exhibitor  is  entitled 
if  he  is  to  continue  in  this  business.” 

The  appearance  of  J.  Myer  Schine  at 
the  Syracuse  meeting  caused  some  con- 
sternation. Numerous  Allied  members  have 
complained  to  the  department  of  justice, 
charging  monopoly  and  unfair  trade  prac- 
tices by  the  large  independent  circuit. 
Schine  was  accompanied  by  Fred  Meyers 
of  the  RKO  circuit  which  is  a partner  of 
the  independent  in  Rochester. 

Schine  also  appeared  with  his  brother, 
Louis  W.,  George  Lynch,  chief  booker,  and 
Willard  McKay  at  the  Allied  convention 
banquet  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  At  the  time, 
one  complaint  was  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Myer  and  he  agreed  to  sit  down 
and  talk  it  over.  So  far  the  meeting  has 
not  developed.  Schine  did  not  speak  at 
the  Syracuse  gathering,  his  presence  be- 
ing unofficial.  Cohen  has  insisted  he  and 
his  members  would  welcome  the  opportim- 
ity  of  getting  together  with  the  Schines 
in  an  effort  to  settle  the  various  disputes 
lodged  against  the  circuit. 

Prom  department  of  justice  sources,  it 
is  learned  the  long  contemplated  action 
against  Schine  will  be  filed  sometime  in 
August  in  the  Buffalo  federal  courts. 

Report  Move  by  Yamins  to 
Keep  Grip  on  Fall  River 

Boston — Eddie  Ansin  and  E.  Harold 
Stoneman  have  bought  into  Nathan  Yam- 
ins’  first  run  situations  in  Fall  River  and 
with  the  latter  will  take  over  the  opera- 
tion of  the  new  house  now  being  built  in 
the  latter  city,  according  to  well-authenti- 
cated reports  here. 

This  will  block  out  any  threat  to  Yamins’ 
dominance  of  the  first  run  situation  there 
and  will  give  the  combination  the  new 
house,  which  will  seat  about  1,800,  as  well 
as  the  Durfee  and  Capitol,  current  top 
houses  operated  by  the  president  of  Allied. 

Ansin  and  Stoneman  operate  as  Inter- 
state Theatre  Corp.  with  headquarters  here 
and  approximately  40  houses  in  Connecti- 
cut, Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  15,  1939 


13 


R ;<  o 

^DIQ 

PICTURES 


First  seven  days  skyrockei 
hit  comedy  way  up  into  the 


! 


week  ciass^  and  this  is  JULY  I... Second 


week  hoids  dose  to  that  same  astonish-^ 
ing  figure...as  RKO  RADiO^S  sensationai 
grosser  readies  to  sweep  pre-reiease 
showings  in  other  important  key  runs 
coast  to  coast! 


BOY,  IT'S  GREAT  TO  HAVE 
A SHOW  LIKE  THIS  IN  THE 
GOOD  OLD  SUMMER  TIME! 


E.  Ev  ClIVE^^r  BY  6ARS0N  KANIN 

PRODUCED  BY  B.  G.  DeSYLVA  •'  PANDRD  S.  BERMAN 

IN  C H A R G E 0 F P R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

Screen  play  by  NORMAN  KRASNA  Story  by  FELIX  JACKSON 


>V\x 


Today,  The  Movies  March  On 
is  a title  emblazoned  across  the 
marquees  of  theatres  from  coast- 
to-coast.  For  exhibitors  know 
that  here  they  have  ''great  en- 
tertainment". . . a swift-moving 
film  packed  with  all  the  laughs 
of  the  old-time  "flickers". . . the 
action,  comedy,  and  drama  of 
24  features  rolled  into  one ...  30 
of  the  screen’s  biggest  stars  re- 
living the  most  memorable  mo- 
ments of  the  screen’s  history. 

Exhibitors  know,  too,  that  this  is 
the  kind  of  entertainment  their 
patrons  want,  that  this  is  the  kind 
of  picture  they  can  sell  — and 
SELL  BIG! 


J ' \ 


THE  MARCH  OF  TIME 

PRODUCED  BY  THE  EDITORS  OF  TIME 


Spot  News  Service 
Available  Sept.  1 

New  York — A spot  news  service  to  thea- 
tres, with  reports  running  from  one  to  two 
minutes,  which  can  be  projected  on  screens 
from  a separate  device,  will  become  avail- 
able, starting  September  1.  Theatre  Com- 
munications is  the  sponsor,  while  reports 
will  be  serviced  through  Transradio  Press 
by  short-wave  to  centrally  located  cities 
and  then  sent  over  teletypewriters  to  the- 
atres in  respective  surrounding  territories. 

Scope  of  the  new  service  will  be  inter- 
national. There  will  be  two  reports  in  the 
afternoon  and  two  each  evening.  Local 
newspapers  may  be  associated  in  sponsor- 
ing the  bulletins  and,  should  this  arrange- 
ment be  concluded,  the  flashes  will  add  a 
tag  line  to  “consult  your  local  newspaper,” 
mentioning  the  name  where  a cooperative 
deal  exists  between  publisher  and  theatre. 

According  to  Paul  J.  Davis,  organizer  of 
Theatre  Communications,  his  service  for 
the  first  time  will  compete  with  radio  in 
bringing  news  flashes  to  mass  audiences. 
He  is  of  the  opinion  theatres  have  been 
far  behind  in  providing  screen  bulletins 
on  important  events  almost  as  they  hap- 
pen. Davis  also  believes  the  bulletins  will 
quicken  the  pace  of  newsreels. 

The  flashes  will  be  timed  for  reception 
and  projection  just  prior  to  the  feature, 
the  projection  of  which  can  be  interrupted 
whenever  the  news  warrants.  The  new, 
separate  projecting  device  for  the  bulle- 
tins, furnished  by  the  sponsor,  will  have 
a new  type  of  film  to  be  manufactured  by 
DuPont. 

Tests  are  to  be  conducted  immediately 
in  nine  midwestem  states. 

RKO  Planning  a Series  of 
New  Exchange  Buildings 

New  York — With  about  12  leases  expir- 
ing on  existing  exchange  headquarters, 
RKO  is  planning  a series  of  new  buildings 
throughout  the  country. 

Pereira  and  Pereira,  Chicago  architects, 
have  been  engaged.  They  are  said  to  be 
designing  buildings  of  a radical  nature, 
each  with  a “booth  of  tomorrow.” 

A.  A.  Schubart,  head  of  exchange  opera- 
tions, has  been  on  a swing  of  midwest 
cities  and  is  expected  here  Monday  with 
a number  of  deals  closed  for  the  first  of 
the  new  buildings. 

Kuhn  Files  an  Appeal  in 
Fight  for  Injunction 

New  York — Fritz  J.  Kuhn  and  the  Ger- 
man American  Bund  have  filed  appeals  in 
federal  court  from  the  order  of  Judge  Vin- 
cent L.  Leibell  denying  them  an  injunction 
against  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”.  Kuhn 
is  suing  Warners  for  $5,000,000  for  alleged 
libel  to  himself  and  the  Bund. 


Knox  Leaves  Erpi 

New  York — Harry  Gard  Knox,  for  the 
past  nine  years  vice-president  in  charge  of 
engineering  for  Erpi,  has  tendered  his 
resignation  to  take  effect  July  15.  His  ac- 
tion is  on  the  advice  of  his  doctor.  Knox 
plans  a year’s  rest,  but  will  be  retained  by 
Erpi  in  a consulting  capacity. 


"Encore,  Encore!" 

By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — A few  seasons  back  the 
tunesmiths  were  asking,  “Have  You  Ever 
Seen  a Dream  Walking?” 

As  of  July  12,  1939,  the  answer  is  “Yes.” 

If  you’re  one  of  those  doubting 
Thomases,  you  should  have  been  at  the 
Palace,  Wednesday,  and  seen  for  yourself. 
There  was  “The  Mikado,”  as  Gilbert  and 
Sullivan  might  either  have  thanked  or 
blamed  Universal  for  filming.  Albeit,  no 
more  universally  popular  music  exists  in 
many  lands. 

The  picture  was  eight  minutes  old  when 
Kenny  Baker  appeared  and  rendered  “A 
Wandering  Minstrel,  I.”  An  enthusiastic 
audience  applauded  his  effort.  Suddenly 
a large  title  with  simply  the  word  “En- 
core” flashed  on  the  screen  and  Baker 
again  was  singing  “A  Wandering  Min- 
strel, I,”  just  where  he  had  begun  it  a 
few  moments  earlier. 

Altogether,  it  was  a sort  of  historic  per- 
formance. “It  may  mark  a new  develop- 
ment in  screen  entertainment,”  said  the 
announcement  that  preceded  the  film. 
“Applaud  the  numbers  you  like,”  it  added. 
“It  may  bring  an  encore.” 

A number  of  patrons  took  the  an- 
nouncement seriously.  They  applauded 
after  most  of  the  vocal  renditions.  Little 
did  they  know  the  cards  were  stacked 
against  them.  Lou  Pollock,  who  cooked  up 
the  idea,  and  John  J.  O’Connor,  who  per- 
mitted the  Palace  to  become  a guinea  pig 
for  the  occasion,  saw  to  it  that  the  encores 
would  be  limited  to  four.  Yet  a more  than 
mild  amusement  was  apparent  among  the 
audience  when  the  encores  came  on. 

From  reliable  sources  it  appears  the  en- 
cores were  predetermined  at  those  junc- 
tures in  the  film  where  a dearth  of  action 
tends  to  slow  its  pace.  And,  logically,  in- 
stead of  becoming  tedious  they  seemed  to 
heighten  the  brighter  moments.  None  of 
the  repeat  sequences  exceeded  five 
minutes. 

The  mechanics  of  the  stunt  require  (a) 
three  projectors,  (b)  a duplicate  print,  and 
(c)  an  intelligent  booth  staff. 

The  duplicate  reels  are  shorn  of  all 
preceding  footage  up  to  those  bits  which 
(Continued  on  page  19) 


Loew's  Net  Earnings  for  40 
Weeks  Top  8 Millions 

New  York — Loew’s,  Inc.,  shows  net 
earnings  of  $8,173,060  for  the  40  weeks 
ending  June  8,  as  compared  with  $8,352,675 
for  the  same  period  in  1938.  These  figures 
make  allowance  for  depreciation  and  taxes 
and  a reserve  of  $1,620,000  for  contin- 
gencies. While  the  profits  dipped  slightly, 
it  is  pointed  out  the  contingency  reserve 
was  raised  from  $1,120,000  in  1938  to  the 
current  figure  of  $1,620,000. 

The  net  is  equivalent  to  earnings  of 
$4.62  per  share  of  outstanding  common  as 
against  $4.80  per  share  in  the  identical 
period  of  the  previous  year. 

Total  gross  earnings  for  the  first  40 
weeks  of  this  year  were  $14,271,675,  in- 
cluding the  company’s  share  of  profits 
from  affiliated  companies  and  after  de- 
ductions for  preferred  dividends.  In  the 
comparable  period  last  year,  earnings  were 
$14,027,877. 


Marquee  Electrics 
On  Six  Must  Go 

New  York — Under  edict  of  the  city’s 
building  department,  six  Broadway  thea- 
tres in  the  Longacre  Square  zone  will  be 
shorn  of  all  electric  signs  over  marquees 
on  and  after  July  19.  Houses  involved 
are  the  Strand,  Loew’s  State,  Palace,  Globe, 
Paramount  and  Rialto. 

The  action  has  its  inception  with  the 
transfer  of  licensing  one-year  marquee 
signs  from  the  city  clerk’s  office  to  the 
building  department.  The  latter  sent  a 
squad  of  investigators  into  the  Broadway 
area  and  discovered  alleged  violations  at 
the  six  houses  in  that  channel  letter  signs 
and  angle  irons  exceeded  the  nine-foot 
limit. 

After  a conference  at  City  Hall,  it  was 
determined  there  is  no  manner  in  which 
a variation  to  law  governing  nine-foot 
signs  could  be  legally  established  for  the 
theatres.  This  was  after  the  building  de- 
partment began  an  action  in  magistrate’s 
court  against  the  Paramount  as  a test 
case,  but  which  was  dropped  after  the 
management  admitted  it  had  no  defense. 

Some  of  the  signs  on  the  marquees  in 
Longacre  Square  have  run  as  high  as  25 
feet.  The  Strand  and  Rialto  removed 
theirs  early  this  week,  while  the  other 
houses  will  do  so  at  the  expiration  of  cur- 
rent shows,  but  not  later  than  July  19. 

Meanwhile,  a committee  of  theatre  exec- 
utives has  succeeded  in  moderating  the 
proposed  new  zoning  resolution  of  the 
city  planning  commission,  which  provided 
many  drastic  changes  in  future  electric 
signs  throughout  the  entire  metropolitan 
area.  The  amended  resolution  prevents 
the  demolition  of  all  upright  signs,  roof 
signs  over  20  square  feet  and  angle  irons. 


Upstate  Clearance  Peace 
Meeting  Is  Delayed 

New  York — A meeting  scheduled  for 
Tuesday  at  the  office  of  H.  M.  Richey, 
RKO’s  “trouble  shooter,”  to  discuss  an 
upstate  clearance  situation  involving  mem- 
bers of  Allied  of  New  York  has  been  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

'The  session  was  to  have  brought  to- 
gether Si  Fabian,  Moe  Silver,  Warner  Al- 
bany zone  manager,  E.  Thornton  Kelly, 
Allied’s  executive  secretary,  and  Richey. 

Meanwhile,  the  complaints  of  Abe  Stone, 
Eagle,  Albany;  Charles  F.  Wilson,  Bijou, 
Troy;  John  Gardner,  American,  Schenec- 
tady, and  A.  Dwore,  Cameo  and  Palace, 
Schenectady,  are  said  to  have  been  given 
consideration  and  may  come  up  for  rati- 
fication at  such  time  when  all  interested 
parties  can  agree  on  a date  for  a meet- 
ing. 

It  is  the  contention  of  complainants 
that  they  are  forced  to  wait  more  than 
60  days  for  pictures.  They  have  asked 
for  30-day  clearance. 


Rivoli  Reopens  July  26 

New  York — The  Rivoli,  which  closed 
temporarily  because  of  a product  short- 
age, reopens  July  26  with  the  world 
premiere  of  “They  Shall  Have  Music,” 
starring  Jascha  Heifetz. 
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Because  Moe's  a Grandad  Now — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


The  United  Artists  family,  en  masse,  gathers  at  The  Tavern  to  observe  a 
notable  event  in  the  life  of  Moe  Streimer,  New  York  district  manager.  Start- 
ing on  the  left  and  staying  that  loay  are  Clarence  Eiseman,  Monroe  Green- 
thal.  Harry  D.  Buckley,  Tom  Walker,  James  Mulvey,  who  has  replaced  James 
Roosevelt  on  the  company’s  board;  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Murray  Silver  stone,  the 
guest  of  honor,  Harry  Gold,  Emanuel  Silverstone,  Lynn  Farnol,  Harry  Kosi- 
ner,  Morris  Helprin,  Charles  Stern  and  Al  Margolies. 


Commerce  Dept.  Gets  Industry  Short  Wave 
Allied  View  July  19  Program  Approved 


Washington — Department  of  commerce 
officials  will  wind  up  their  preliminary 
exploration  of  exhibitors’  views  on  condi- 
tions in  the  industry  July  19  at  a meet- 
ing with  representatives  of  Allied  States. 

Tire  Allied  group  will  follow  Harry 
Brandt  of  the  ITOA,  scheduled  to  meet 
with  department  heads  July  18.  The  third 
faction  in  the  exhibition  branch,  the 
MPTOA,  had  its  day  with  the  department 
last  month. 

The  exhibitor  conferees,  it  was  learned, 
are  being  asked  to  lay  before  the  depart- 
ment their  views  on  various  trade  prac- 
tices and  such  evidence  as  they  may  be 
able  to  gather  to  show  the  effect  of  those 
practices  on  the  theatre  owners. 

Among  other  things,  it  was  explained, 
the  Department  is  trying  to  develop  wheth- 
er block  booking  is  necessary  to  insure 
a steady  flow  of  films  to  the  exhibitors, 
whether  cancellation  privileges  are  ade- 
quate or  are  being  abused  by  either  dis- 
tributors or  exhibitors,  whether  small  ex- 
hibitors are  being  forced  to  the  wall  and 
whether  there  is  such  misrepresentation 
of  pictures  as  to  injuriously  mislead  ex- 
hibitors. 

Following  the  roundup  of  exhibitor  views 
and  the  submission  by  the  distributors  of 
the  factual  material  which  was  requested 
of  them  when  they  met  here  last  month, 
it  is  expected  further  conferences  will  be 
scheduled  with  the  producer-distributor 
group  at  which  the  problems  of  the  in- 
dustry will  be  analyzed. 


SI  Selects  Ad  Counsel 

New  York — Selznick  International  has 
selected  Donahue  & Coe  as  advertising 
counsel  on  pictures  produced  for  distri- 
bution by  UA  during  1939-40. 


New  York — The  advertising  advisory 
council  of  the  Hays  office  has  approved 
the  program  submitted  by  Charles  E.  Mc- 
Carthy, advertising  director  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, for  a series  of  shortwave  pro- 
grams over  NBC  and  CBS  in  behalf  of 
the  industry. 

Foreign  publicity  departments  will  sup- 
ply the  Hays  office  with  all  material  which 
will  be  whipped  into  shape  by  Kenneth 
Clark  of  the  Hays  staff  before  going  to 
the  networks. 

Broadcasts  will  be  in  English,  French, 
Spanish,  German  and  Italian  and  15-min- 
ute  programs  in  each  language  will  take 
place  once  a week. 

The  first  program  will  commence  at 
CBS  Monday.  Broadcasts  will  originate 
early  in  the  afternoon  so  that  Europe  and 
South  America  can  be  reached  during  the 
evening.  NBC  has  been  including  its  Hol- 
lywood material  into  a regular  short-wave 
program  for  some  time  and  will  continue 
to  do  so. 

Working  with  McCarthy  on  the  subcom- 
mittee were  Dave  Blum  and  Al  Deane 
of  the  foreign  departments  of  M-G-M  and 
Paramount,  respectively,  Lester  Thompson 
of  the  Hays  office  and  Clark. 

The  scripts  will  be  so  arrang'd  that  the 
coordination  of  news  from  the  studios  will 
coincide  with  the  release  of  pictures  in 
foreign  markets. 


FN  Quits  N,  y. 

Albany — First  National  Pictures,  Inc., 
Maryland,  has  surrendered  authority  to 
do  business  in  New  York  state.  The  cor- 
poration has  not  been  fimctioning  since 
1934  and  the  move  was  made  to  eliminate 
payment  of  annual  taxes. 


Fox  Trustee  Ouster 
Hearing  July  21 

New  York — Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox 
has  signed  an  order  setting  July  21  as  a 
date  for  a hearing  on  application  of  stock- 
holders and  creditors  of  Fox  theatres,  to 
vacate  an  order  of  former  Judge  Martin  T. 
Manton,  and  remove  Milton  C.  Weisman 
and  Kenneth  Steinreich  as  trustees  of  the 
company. 

On  that  day,  various  other  questions 
relative  to  the  same  matter  will  be  dis- 
cussed, including  who  is  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  a hearing  before  a referee  on 
Weisman’s  final  accounting  as  receiver  of 
Fox  Tlieatres  and  who  will  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  a receiver,  should  a new  one  be 
appointed  to  succeed  Weisman  and  Stein- 
reich as  is  requested.  The  last  question 
to  be  solved  will  be  whether  or  not  this 
should  be  issued,  pending  a determina- 
tion by  a referee  of  the  final  report  pre- 
venting either  of  the  present  trustees  from 
disposing  of  Fox  theatres  property. 

Both  forms  of  creditors  have  protested 
the  final  report  of  Weisman  and  ques- 
tioned his  handling  of  the  affairs  of  the 
company  during  the  five-year  receivership 
period.  The  company’s  last  financial  state- 
ment showed  it  to  be  over  $30,000,000  in 
the  red.  On  Jan.  30,  1939,  Judge  Manton 
ordered  Weisman  to  give  up  the  situation 
as  a bad  job  and  to  dissolve  the  company, 
distributing  its  remaining  assets.  Fox 
Theatres  has  paid  an  8 per  cent  dividend 
on  all  allowed  claims. 


Richard  Gledhill  Dies: 
With  20th-Fox  10  Years 

New  York — A pall  of  gloom  settled  over 
the  local  20th-Fox  exchange,  Thursday, 
when  it  was  learned  Richard  Gledhill,  up'- 
state  salesman,  succumbed  from  a cerebral 
hemorrhage  at  the  Dobbs  Ferry  Hospital. 
Gledhill  was  en  route  to  Tarrytown  at  the 
time.  William  Sussman,  eastern  division 
manager,  and  Joe  Lee,  sales  manager  at 
the  exchange,  in  addition  to  Mrs.  Gled- 
hill were  at  the  bedside  when  the  salesman 
expired. 

Gledhill,  55,  started  in  the  business  as 
a booker  for  Paramount,  advancing  as 
salesman  and  later  becoming  Brooklyn 
branch  manager.  He  had  been  with  20th- 
Fox  for  more  than  ten  years.  In  addition 
to  his  widow,  Gledhill’s  mother  survives. 


John  J.  Caverly 

White  Plains — John  J.  Caverly,  54,  for- 
mer stage  manager  of  the  Keith  Albee  and 
carpenter  for  D.  W.  Griffith  when  the  lat- 
ter produced  “The  Birth  of  a Nation’’  and 
“Way  Down  East,”  died  at  White  Plains 
Hospital.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Mary  Preston;  four  sons,  John,  Harold, 
Joseph  and  Clifford,  and  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Roberts  and  Mrs.  Isabel  Cop- 
polla,  all  of  this  city. 


Skouras  Results  Due 

New  York — Within  the  next  week  or  so 
results  of  the  13-week  Spyros  Skouras 
Showmanship  Campaign,  which  ended 
July  8,  will  be  made  known.  More  than 
1,000  employes  participated. 
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Para.  Pre-Release 
Stunts  Lined  Up 

New  York — The  success  of  two  recent 
elaborate  pre-release  exploitation  pre- 
mieres prompts  Paramount,  through  Rob- 
ert M.  Gillham,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity,  to  launch  similar  stunts  in 
connection  with  new  season  product. 

Initial  effort  will  be  for  “Beau  Geste,” 
which  will  be  shown  to  the  press  at  the 
Carthay  Circle,  Los  Angeles,  July  18,  fol- 
lowed immediately  with  30  screenings 
throughout  the  country,  and  at  the  three- 
day  meeting  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
theatre  managers  when  they  gather  at 
Niagara  Palls,  Ont.,  July  24-27.  Susan 
Hayward,  feminine  lead,  will  appear  in 
person  at  a number  of  the  screenings. 

“Our  Leading  Citizen”  is  scheduled  to 
go  before  the  governors  of  48  states  to  be 
followed  by  a special  nationwide  broad- 
cast from  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  the  home  of 
Bob  Burns,  the  star.  A lecture  tour  by 
Irvin  Cobb,  author  of  the  story,  is  on  the 
schedule. 

A coast-to-coast  search  for  the  most 
talented  orphans  will  be  the  lever  to  send 
“The  Star  Maker”  into  the  publicity  chan- 
nels. It  ties  in  with  the  fact  that  Linda 
Ware,  13-year-old  in  the  film,  is  a gradu- 
ate of  an  orphan  asylum.  A “Cinderella” 
trip  to  Hollywood  is  the  bait.  Additionally, 
there  will  be  another  elaborate  air  pro- 
gram honoring  Gus  Edwards,  whose  life 
forms  the  basis  of  the  film,  which  will  be 
staged  by  some  of  his  proteges,  including 
Eddie  Cantor,  George  Jessel  and  Walter 
Winchell. 

Other  stunts  are  well  plotted  for  “Gero- 
nimo,”  with  a world  premiere  set  for  Gero- 
nimo,  Ariz.,  early  in  September,  with  up- 
wards of  250  newspaper  correspondents  the 
guests  of  Paramount,  while  water  and 
land  will  carry  reproductions  of  the  boats 
that  are  featured  in  “Ruler  of  the  Seas” 
with  the  world  premiere  set  aboard  the 
Queen  Mary.  This  ties  in  with  a trans- 
Atlantic  short  wave  broadcast  through 
Hollywood,  New  York  and  London. 

Columbia  Ties  Delaware 
And  California  Firms 

Albany — Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  of 
California,  Ltd.  and  Columbia  Pictures 
Corp.  of  Delaware  have  been  merged  as 
Columbia  Pictures  Distributing  Company. 
Schwartz  & Frohlich,  attorneys  for  Co- 
lumbia, filed  the  papers  here. 


Consolidate  Columbia  Divisions 

New  York  — Columbia’s  producing  and 
distributing  companies  have  been  consoli- 
dated into  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.,  the 
parent  company,  according  to  home  office 
executives.  This  has  been  done  for  tax 
purposes,  as  other  companies  have  done 
in  the  past  year  and  a half. 


New  Brooklyn  House 

New  York — Nat  Steinberg  is  building  a 
new  600-seat  theatre  at  Ave.  H and  Coney 
Island  Ave.,  Brooklyn.  It  should  be  ready 
about  Labor  Day. 


James  Mulvey  U A Director: 
Is  Roosevelt's  Successor 

New  York — James  Mulvey  again  has 
been  named  to  the  UA  directorate,  replac- 
ing James  Roosevelt,  a post  he  relinquished 
to  the  latter  when  the  President’s  son  be- 
came vice-president  for  Samuel  Goldwyn. 
Mulvey  is  also  a vice-president.  Roose- 
velt’s resignation  is  said  to  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  his  desire  to  concentrate  more 
fully  on  production. 

Fred  Storm,  United  Press  correspondent 
in  Washington,  has  been  named  head  of 
publicity  for  Goldwyn  on  the  coast,  a post 
held  recently  by  Gregory  Dickson.  Storm 
proceeds  west  next  week.  Roosevelt  re- 
turned there  after  a board  meeting  Tues- 
day. 


"Encore,  Encore!" 


(Continued  from  page  17) 
are  to  be  shown  as  encores.  But  all  ac- 
tion following  the  encores  remain  in  each 
respective  reel.  This  is  done  so  that  when 
the  original  reel  is  cut  off  to  allow  the 
switch  to  the  duplicate,  the  latter  continues 
until  it  expires,  without  the  necessity  of 
going  back  to  the  original.  The  projector 
in  which  the  original  reel  had  been  im- 
winding  is  then  free  to  take  on  the  next 
encore  reel.  The  middle  projector  always 
is  free  for  the  normal  follow  up  reel. 

Whether  or  not  the  idea  is  practical  as 
an  entertainment  spicing  remains  to  be 
seen  among  diversified  audiences.  The 
Palace  patrons  got  a kick  out  of  it.  One 
definite  factor  in  its  favor,  however,  looms 
in  its  application  to  important  premieres 
of  musical  films.  It  seems  that  the  “en- 
core” stunt  could  be  utilized  to  make  an 
indelible  impression  of  catchy  song  se- 
quences, something  that  patrons  could 
take  away  with  them,  much  as  they  do 
after  taking  in  a legitimate  musical  stage 
offering. 


Bank  Credit  Contract 
Completed  by  Warner 

New  York — The  bank  credit  agreement 
entered  into  between  Warner  with  the 
Guaranty  Trust  Co.  of  New  York,  the  New 
York  'Trust  Co.,  and  Continental  Illinois 
Bank  & 'Trust  Co.  of  Chicago  has  been 
completed  with  the  borrowing  of  $4,750,000 
from  these  banks,  a Warner  report  to  the 
SEC  reveals. 

'This  gives  the  company  the  full  amount 
of  credit  of  $6,000,000  under  the  agree- 
ment, all  of  which  is  outstanding.  All 
security  behind  the  loans,  including  the 
first  mortgage  in  the  principal  amount  of 
$3,000,000  on  the  Burbank  studios,  has 
been  delivered  to  the  banks. 

Under  terms  of  the  agreement,  Warner 
could  borrow  up  to  $6,000,000  on  a series 
of  five  per  cent  loans  maturing  semi- 
annually, from  April  1,  1940,  to  April  1, 
1944,  if  the  full  amount  was  borrowed. 

'The  company  also  reported  that  on  May 
26  a totally  owned  foreign  corporation 
was  organized,  but  would  not  reveal  the 
name  of  the  subsidiary  because  it  deemed 
this  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interest 
of  the  security  holders. 

Maior  Lawyers  Work  on 
Griffith  Suit  Answers 

New  York — Attorneys  for  major  dis- 
tributors are  working  on  motions  to  be 
filed  July  20  in  Oklahoma  City  in  connec- 
tion with  the  government’s  monopoly  suit 
against  the  Griffith  circuits  and  film  com- 
panies. Hearing  is  down  for  July  27. 


Mandel  Goes  Touring 

Hollywood — Harry  Mandel,  publicity 
director  of  the  RKO  circuit,  is  here  from 
New  York  on  a national  swing  of  his 
company’s  holdings. 


Discuss  Their  Deal  Over  Lunch — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


National  Theatre  buyers  and  Columbia  men  adjourn  to  The  Tavern  to  fur- 
ther air  their  ’39-40  deal.  In  the  usual  arrangement,  or  left  to  right,  are 
Aubrey  Schenck,  National;  Vincent  Borrelli,  assistant  manager  of  Columbia’s 
branch  operations;  Louis  Astor,  assistant  to  Abe  Montague  of  Columbia; 
Jerome  Safron,  the  distributor’s  coast  division  manager;  Irving  Barry,  short 
subject  buyer  for  National,  and  Jack  J.  Sullivan,  buyer  for  Fox  West  Coast. 
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Sees  New  Revisions 
Of  World  Copyrighl 

New  York — Further  revisions  in  the 
copyright  law  now  before  Congress  will 
probably  be  made  before  the  United  States 
participates  in  the  international  confer- 
ence in  Brussels  in  the  spring  of  1940  to 
amend  the  Berne  convention,  Edwin  P. 
Kilroe  declared  before  sailing  on  the  Nor- 
mandie. 

Kilroe,  who  is  representing  the  copyright 
committee  of  the  MPPDA.  will  be  abroad 
for  about  six  weeks  on  a survey  in  regard 
to  amending  the  Berne  convention  at  which 
certain  basic  copyright  principles  were 
stipulated  three  years  ago. 

He  also  will  appear  in  London  before  the 
privy  council  of  the  House  of  Lords  Tues- 
day in  his  capacity  as  copyright  adviser 
for  20th  Century-Pox  to  appeal  the  de- 
cision in  the  ‘‘Man  Who  Broke  the  Bank 
at  Monte  Carlo”  case,  involving  the  use  of 
titles  in  Canada. 

If  the  council  upholds  the  decision,  Kil- 
roe thinks,  it  may  mean  producers  will 
have  to  use  two  seto  of  titles,  one  for  the 
United  States  and  one  for  Canada.  Ac- 
cording to  Kilroe,  the  most  important  phase 
of  the  copyright  reidsion  will  be  dealing 
with  the  provision  which  took  out  of  pub- 
lic domain  more  than  5,000,000  literary  and 
musical  works. 

Also  of  importance  to  the  industry,  Kil- 
roe said,  is  the  moral  rights  clause  with- 
out which  right  producers  would  not  be 
able  to  adapt,  re-arrange  or  change  the 
stories  or  music  to  comply  with  produc- 
tion requirements. 

Another  change  which  Kilroe  is  seek- 
ing is  the  establishment  of  the  principle 
which  would  make  the  producer  of  a film 
the  author  instead  of  accrediting  author- 
ship to  those  participating  in  its  produc- 
tion. 

American  Bar  Association 
For  Copyright  Revisions 

New  York — Approval  of  far-reaching 


27%  Wage  Hike  Demanded 
By  Mexican  Film  Union 

Mexico  City — Wage  increases  averaging 
27  per  cent  are  part  of  the  demands  in- 
cluded in  the  petitions  presented  to  major 
companies  by  the  film  workers’  union  for 
modifications  of  the  respective  labor  con- 
tracts. 

Salary  increases  demanded  do  not  in- 
clude white  collar  workers,  since  contracts 
covering  that  classification  do  not  expire 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Some  optimism  has  been  engendered 
among  the  distributors’  committee  since 
the  film  union  presented  the  petitions  in 
a favorable  manner  as  there  is  no  time 
limit  for  the  settlement  strike  in  case  of 
non-acceptance. 

The  present  contracts  expire  August  23, 
but  under  the  law,  the  union  can  file  pe- 
titions within  60  days  before  expiration  of 
the  contract. 


changes  of  an  international,  as  well  as 
domestic  nature  in  the  field  of  copyright 
law  is  given  by  the  section  of  patent,  trade- 
mark and  copyright  law  of  the  American 
Bar  Ass’n  meeting  in  San  Francisco  which 
endorsed  the  unanimous  report  of  its  com- 
mittee on  copyright. 

The  following  resolutions  offered  in  be- 
half of  the  committee  on  copyrights  by 
its  chairman,  Edward  A.  Sargoy,  were 
adopted: 

1 —  Disapproved  adherence  to  the  Inter- 
national Copyright  Convention  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Senate  foreign  relations 
committee  to  the  present  Congress,  unless 
there  is  prior  domestic  enabling  legisla- 
tion by  Congress  as  a whole  to  prepare  for 
such  adherence. 

2 —  Approved  the  Lanhan  bill  (H.  R. 
5319)  providing  a specified  period  of  60 
days  after  publication  within  which  to 
deposit  copies  and  register  the  claim  to 
copyright  in  the  copyright  office. 

3 —  Approved  the  principle  copyright- 
ability  for  acoustically  recorded  works,  al- 
though disapproving  the  Daly  and  McGra- 
nery  bills  (H.  R.  4871  and  H.  R.  6160) 
introduced  for  such  purpose. 


In  Which  Five  Greet  One — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Delegation  which  met  Herbert  Wilcox  on  his  arrival  in  New  York  from  a 
quick  trip  to  London.  Left  to  right  Stewart  Robinson,  Anna  Neagle’s 
brother:  Mrs.  S.  Barret  McCoi  mick,  Miss  Neagle,  Wilcox,  McCormick  and 
Bill  Boehnel,  film  critic  on  the  New  York  World-Telegram. 


Self-Rule  Liberty 
Guarantee-Hays 

Hollywood  — “The  freedom  of  the 
screen  which  must  be  retained  is  not  only 
the  proper  liberty  of  the  creators  but 
freedom  to  the  universal  public  which  they 
serve.  The  underlying  philosophy  of  the 
self-regulation  in  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry always  has  been  and  is  based  on 
developing  the  greatest  measure  of  liberty 
for  the  public  to  choose  its  entertainment 
from  the  variety  of  themes  posed  by  life  or 
created  by  literature.” 

And  “this  is  the  liberty,”  declared  Will 
H.  Hays,  speaking  over  the  radio  to  the 
convention  of  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  assembled  in  Atlantic  City, 
“which  self-regulation  has  brought  to  the 
screen  and  this  is  the  right  which  we  pro- 
pose to  protect.” 

The  industry,  he  declared,  undertook  its 
job  of  self-government  by  methods 
thoroughly  American  in  character. 

“The  standards  required  were  human 
standards,  the  relationships  involved  were 
with  millions  of  men  and  women,  and 
children,  as  well  as  the  multitude  of  in- 
ternal relations  within  this,  the  most  high- 
ly competitive  business  in  the  world.  The 
product  to  be  subjected  to  self-regulation 
was  not  a product  of  factory,  field  or  mine. 
Motion  pictures  are  unique  in  the  family 
of  industries.  There  was  and  is  no  analogy 
to  the  usual  processes  of  manufacture, 
distribution  and  sale.  Artistry,  literature, 
talent,  color  and  sound  cannot  be  poured 
into  a vat  to  produce  cakes  of  entertain- 
ment.” 

Like  Speech  and  Press 

He  observed:  “If  the  motion  picture  had 
existed  when  the  Constitution  was  written, 
it  would  have  been  surrounded  by  the 
same  safeguards  which  were  devised  for 
the  press  and  speech.” 

Freedom  of  the  screen.  Hays  commented, 
“means  opportunity  to  attend  a theatre 
with  the  knowledge  that  the  entertainment 
to  be  presented  will  not  negative  the  in- 
fluence of  the  school,  the  church  and  the 
home:  the  certainty  that  pictures  bearing 
the  seal  of  self-regulation  will  not  violate 
the  canons  of  common  decency;  the  free- 
dom from  any  but  the  creative  artist’s 
best  efforts,  that  banality  shall  not  mas- 
querade as  art  or  entertainment. 

“It  is  indeed  vastly  important,  if  we 
are  surely  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the 
Republic,  that  the  freedom  of  these  instru- 
mentalities be  maintained.  The  immeasur- 
able importance  of  this  eventuality  deter- 
mines exactly  the  necessity  of  care  on  the 
part  of  those  who  happen  to  be  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  use  of  the  rights,  upon 
their  constant  realization  that  liberty  is 
not  license.  The  custodians  of  this  free- 
dom of  the  screen,  the  press  and  the  radio 
are  responsible  to  these  media  and  to  the 
great  public  they  serve  so  to  use  the  media 
that  their  freedom  will  be  maintained. 

“The  American  business  man  today  is 
entitled,  on  the  basis  of  his  proved  intelli- 
gence and  recognition  of  community  in- 
terests, to  reasonable  freedom  at  the  hands 
of  government,  freedom  to  work  out  the 
problems  that  are  equally  germane  to  the 
legitimate  successful  operation  of  business 
and  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  every 
working  man  and  his  family.” 
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PRICELESS 

QUALITIES 


NEW  film  emulsions  are  indispensable  to 
motion  picture  progress,  but  only  proved 
reliability  and  uniformity  make  them 
practicable.  Eastman  Plus-X^  Super-XX^ 
and  Background-X  have  those  priceless 
qualities — hence  the  everyday  use  they 
are  enjoying  throughout  the  industry. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
(J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort 
Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 


PLUS-X 


SUPER-XX 


for  general  studio  use 


for  all  diffietilt  shots 


BACKGROIJXD-X 


for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  ivork 
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— Photo  )>y  Cosmo-Sileo 


— Photo  Courtesy  Canadian  Pacific 

Well-Known  Faces  in  the  News — 

Above,  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  caught  on  the  Henry  Hudson  Highway  disguised 
behind  dark  glasses,  appears  without  them  at  Grand  Central  to  say  goodbye 
to  Hollywood-bound  Mort  Blumenstock,  in  the  middle,  and  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  on  the  end.  Below,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  John  Wood,  Barney  Balaban,  Ray- 
mond Massey  and  Mrs.  Balaban  on  the  balcony  of  the  Museum  of  Modern 
Art.  Finally,  John  W . Hicks  of  Paramount  sailing  on  the  Niagara  for  Aus- 
tralia. Mrs.  Hicks  and  their  son,  John,  go  along. 


f^ICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  who  left  for 
the  coast  July  8 on  his  periodical  visit, 
is  due  to  return  Monday  . . . Joe  Cooper, 
Paramount  theatre  affiliate  in  Nebraska, 
was  in  town  during  the  week  and  left  for 
Yellowstone  Park  and  Yosemite  . . . Ralph 
Maw,  Buffalo  M-G-M  manager,  who  has 
been  here  on  product  deals,  and  Ralph  Pie- 
low,  Albany  branch  head,  left  Tuesday 
after  talks  on  the  Warner  deal  . . . Maurice 
Bergman,  Columbia  publicity  and  adver- 
tising head,  has  returned  from  a two- 
week  studio  visit  on  new  product  . . . 
Louis  Silvers,  20th-Fox  musical  director, 
sailed  on  the  Normandie  for  a London  and 
Paris  vacation  . . . Walter  Hampden,  who 
has  been  signed  by  RKO  for  a role  in  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,”  is  now  on  the 
coast  ready  to  start  work  in  the  picture 
. . . James  Ellison,  RKO  player,  is  spend- 
ing a few  days  at  Corey  Ford’s  estate  at 
Freedom,  N.  H. 

Edward  Peskay  and  Moe  Rosenberg  are 
almost  set  on  the  deal  whereby  the  former 
will  acquire  the  latter’s  three  Bronx  houses 
. , . Milt  Kusell  was  in  Buffalo  for  a few 
days  . , . Budd  Rogers  was  on  jury  duty 
during  the  week  . . . Myron  Sattler,  local 
Paramount  manager,  says  “This  Man  Is 
News,”  produced  by  Dave  Rose  in  England, 
opens  at  the  Criterion,  July  20,  for  a 
Broadway  first  run  . . . Harry  H.  Bux- 
baum  jr.  is  operating  the  Casino,  Shelter 
Island,  the  theatre  being  an  open  air  af- 
fair with  a 60-foot  screen  on  the  water 
. . . Jesse  L.  Lasky  has  gone  back  to  the 
coast  , . . Edward  G.  Robmson  sails  the 
end  of  the  month  for  a vacation  abroad 
. . . Claude  Ezell  is  around  town  again  on 
Contestnite  and  other  boxoffice  stimu- 
lants. 

E.  C.  Rhoden,  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren are  on  a week’s  Bermuda  vacation 
. . . Rick  Ricketson,  Fox  Intermountain 
zone  head,  is  here  for  home  office  product 
conferences  . . . Murray  Silverstone  is 
still  planning  to  make  that  Atlantic  cross- 
ing, although  no  date  is  definitely  set  . . . 
Monroe  Greenthal,  at  the  Tavern  the 
other  day,  giving  Charles  Stern  a few 
pointers  on  bridge,  with  Morris  Helprin 
seconding  Greenthal’s  advice  . . . Bill 
Scully  was  in  Boston  during  the  week  on 
the  M&P-Universal  deal  . . . Charles  Kurtz- 
man’s  wife  was  fishing  in  Buffalo  waters 
while  the  Pittsburgh  Loew  district  man- 
ager was  in  town  for  a few  days  conferring 
with  home  office  men. 

Louis  Chatain,  director  of  M-G-M  in 
France  and  one  of  that  country’s  out- 
standing advertising  men,  was  the  first 
European  to  purchase  or  use  a ticket  on 
the  Pan  American  Yankee  Clipper.  Cha- 
tain arrived  here  July  10  and  is  known  as 
one  of  the  “old  birds,”  being  a member  of 
an  organization  by  that  name  composed 
of  aviators  prior  to  1914.  He  also  flew  for 
France  in  the  World  War  until  he  became 
invalided  . . . Rice  D.  Tully,  formerly  na- 
tional supervisor , is  7iow  branch  manager 
for  Ross  Federal  m Portland,  replacing  F. 
B.  Gamble,  resigned  due  to  ill  health  . . . 
R.  L.  Riggs,  formerly  with  the  Portland 
Ross  Federal  office,  is  in  Seattle  as  re- 
search salesman  . . . Charles  Moskowitz’s 
golf  is  being  neglected  these  days  due  to 
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the  numerous  meetings  which  keep  him  on 
the  go  until  late  each  night. 

Harry  Dembow,  Philadelphia  exhibitor 
and  brother  of  Sam  and  George,  was  in 
town  the  other  day  and  says  business  is 
good,  believe  it  or  not  . . . And  by  the  way, 
George,  taking  personal  inventory,  opines 
he  was  born  with  little  hair  on  his  head 
and  that’s  the  way  it  is  now,  but  his  chest 
has  shown  considerable  improvement  over 
the  years  . . . Harry  Gold  has  gotten  to- 
gether with  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Joe  Vogel 
and  Gene  Picker  on  a continuation  of  the 
Loew  circuit  two-year  deal  signed  last 
summer  . . . Charles  Stern  has  closed  with 
John  Benas  on  a one-year  UA  deal  for  the 
Skouras  circuit.  There  are  25  pictures  in- 
volved . . . Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  will  be  in 
from  St.  Louis,  Thursday  or  Friday  . . . 
Irving  Dreeban,  local  UA  exchange  ad 
sales  head,  returns  Monday  from  a fort- 
night’s vacation  around  New  York  and 
Flushing  Meadows. 

Foreign  notes:  Nat  Liebeskind,  RKO’s 
manager  tor  Argentine,  is  out  of  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Hospital  and  anxious  to  make  up 
for  lost  time  . . . Universal’s  foreign  chief, 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  who  was  due  in  on 
the  Queen  Mary,  has  postponed  his  re- 
turn from  England.  In  the  meantime,  his 
office  is  beiyig  redecorated  . . . Arthur 
Doyle,  20th-Fox’s  manager  for  Japan,  is 
back  in  town  after  visiting  relatives  in 
Buffalo.  He  returns  to  Tokyo  in  August  . . . 
Guy  Morgan,  UA’s  Argentine  manager, 
and  Clemente  Lecoco,  Argentianian  ex- 
hibitor, are  taking  in  the  Hollywood  sights 
. . . Henry  Gordon,  Paramount’s  manager 
for  Central  America,  is  visiting  here  for 
conferences  with  George  Weltner,  assist- 
ant to  John  W . Hicks  jr.  . . . Walter  Gould, 
UA’s  Latin  America  supervisor,  is  packing 
his  bags  for  another  trip  south  . . . Bill 
Zimmerman  of  Loew’s  foreign  title  de- 
partment, is  taking  bows  for  his  share  of 
the  success  of  “Pygmalion”  in  the  Spanish 
speaking  countries.  A smooth  transcription 
of  difficult  dialogue  for  Spanish  subtitles 
is  his  contribution. 

Gangplank  notes:  Quite  a coterie  of  UA 
officials  to  meet  Mary  Pickford  and  Buddy 
Rogers  arriving  on  the  Normandie.  Mur- 
ray Silverstone,  Lynn  Farnol,  Arthur  W. 
Kelly  and  Harry  Buckley  who  vanished 
very  quickly  with  the  celebrated  couple 
. . . For  a moment  Herbert  Wilcox  thought 
the  trade  press  would  be  the  only  group 
to  meet  him  but  a few  minutes  late,  Anna 
Neagle,  a refreshing  vision  in  pink,  came 
dashing  down  the  pier  accompanied  by 
Barret  and  Mrs.  McCormick,  all  very 
breathless.  There  was  an  affectionate  hello 
for  Mrs.  McCormick  and  a big  smile  from 
Wilcox  when  he  learned  his  favorite  dish, 
lemon  meringue  pie,  was  waiting  at  the 
McCormick  household  . . . Over  to  “L,” 
where  Elsa  Lanchester,  wife  of  Charles 
Laughton,  was  having  her  luggage  in- 
spected. Her  big  worry  was  to  get  a train 
which  would  get  her  to  Los  Angeles  at  a 
time  when  hubby  Charles  could  meet  her. 
“After  traveling  all  these  miles,  I want 
to  be  met,”  she  says  smiling  coyly.  Budd 
Rogers  and  Abe  Waxman  were  there  to 
help  the  English  player  clear  her  belong- 
ings . . . Perspiring  freely,  Arthur  Horn- 
blow  waited  resignedly  as  custom  officials 
figured  the  duty  on  the  clothes  purchased 
by  his  wife,  Myrna  Loy.  His  rather 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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More  on  the  Social  Side — 

Above,  left,  H.  M.  Richey  officially  welcomes  Elsie  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Goebel  of 
the  Columbia  and  Cameo  theatres.  Bristol,  Va.  to  RKO’s  World’s  Fair  lounge. 
Ditto  with  Michal  J.  Moodabe  of  Amalgamated  Theatres,  New  Zealand,  on 
the  right.  Below,  J . B.  Reisman,  manager  of  the  Warner,  York,  Pa.,  and  Bert 
Reisman,  RKO’s  manager  for  Peru,  pose  with  Raymond  Massey.  These  two 
Reismans  have  another  brother  whose  name  is  Phil.  Finally,  Erich  Pommer, 
producer;  John  Wright,  exhibitor,  and  Charles  Laughton,  star,  hold  a chin- 
fest  prior  to  the  latter’s  departure  for  Hollywood.  Wright,  who  runs  the 
Rivoli,  plays  “Jamaica  Inn,”  latest  Laughton,  in  the  fall. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

haughty  composure  kept  a group  of  auto- 
graph fiends  at  bay.  She  must  have  been 
surprised  when  the  trade  press  just  inter- 
viewed her  husband  . . . Hal  B.  Wallis, 
comfortably  attired  in  a polo  shirt,  didn’t 
bother  staying  over.  He  left  a few  hours 
later  for  the  coast  . . . Then  to  the  main 
dining  room  and  the  usual  superb  lunch 
provided  for  the  newspapermen. 

Max  Goldberg,  head  of  Gallic  Films,  is 
taking  it  easy  at  Green  Mansioiis  in  the 
Adirondacks  . . . H.  M.  Richey  is  spending 
spare  moments  with  his  dentist  . . . Edna 
Goldwater  is  the  new  third  floor  recep- 
tionist at  M-G-M.  She’s  subbing  for  Betty 
Lamb,  who  is  subbing  for  Nathalie  Ham- 
merstein,  normally  Tom  Gerety's  secre- 
tary, but  now  battling  it  out  with  the  sun 
and  fresh  air  up  in  the  Shivagunk  Moun- 
tains . . . Bob  Hope  goes  into  the  Para- 
mount for  a personal  appearance  July  19, 
assisted  by  Jerry  Colonna  . . . Alec  Moss, 
advertising  manager  for  Paramount  who 
recently  visited  Hollywood  during  conven- 
tion time,  is  back  there,  this  time  for 
about  three  weeks  . . . Grad  Sears  wears 
dark  sun  glasses  all  the  way  from  Pelham 
to  his  office  and  via  the  Henry  Hudson 
Highway  . . . Joe  Stein  spent  the  weekend 
in  Vermont  and  the  upper  part  of  New 
York  state. 

Grace  Rosenfield,  local  talent  and  pub- 
licity head  for  Hal  Roach,  returns  Monday 
from  a week’s  vacation  spent  driving 
through  mountain  towns  . . . Moe  Streimer 
is  a grandad  for  the  first  time.  His  son,  Al, 
became  the  daddy  of  a six-pound  13-ounce 
girl,  Shelly  Paula,  at  the  Madison  Park 
Hospital,  Brooklyn  and  the  UA  sales  ex- 
ecutive got  the  boys  together  Wednesday 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Proving  It's  a Deal — 

After  UA  and  the  Warner  circuit  fin- 
ished up  a two-year  contract,  Harry 
L.  Gold,  UA  vice-president,  poses  for 
the  record  with  Ed  Hinchy  who  is 
Clayton  Bond’s  sidekick  on  film  buys 
over  on  West  iMh  Street. 

(Story  on  page  12) 
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at  The  Tavern  to  display  his  pride  . . . E. 
M.  Loew,  Boston  and  Miami  exhibitor,  was 
in  town  the  other  day  on  film  deals  . . . 
Ben  Kalmenson,  western  sales  manager 
for  Warners,  returned  to  his  desk  after  a 
five-week  tour  of  exchanges  under  his 
supervision  . . . Norma  David,  J.  J.  O’Con- 
nor’s secretary,  is  back  from  a cruise.  Ditto 
for  May  Reis,  Milt  Kusell’s  “Girl  Friday’’ 
who  now  highlights  her  noonday  conver- 
sation with  roamings  in  the  Guatemala 
interior  . . . Jerry  Safron,  Columbia’s  coast 
district  sales  head,  is  sporting  a few  new 
styles  to  keep  up  his  fashion  plate  reputa- 
tion. 

Vacation  stuff:  Blanche  Livingstone  of 
RKO’s  theatre  department  is  back  from 
Hollywood,  with  a capsule  criticism  that 
runs:  “They’ve  got  something  there"  . . 
Eve  Miller  and  Bernice  Fields  of  Metro 
publicity  have  another  week  to  go  ..  . 
Myrna  Loy  is  back  on  the  coast  after  three 
weeks  of  Europe  . . . Jimmy  Boyle  of  Rut- 
gers Neilson’s  staff  is  at  a farm  in  Lexing- 
ton, N.  Y.  . . . Lilian  Grossman,  Austin 
Keough’s  secretary,  is  at  South  London- 
derry, Vt.  . . . Bert  Lahr  is  around  from 
Hollywood  . . . Jack  Lewis,  feature  writer 
for  RKO  here,  is  visiting  his  mother  in 
Los  Angeles. 

Harry  Gold,  rushing  through  a blazing 
Broadway  sun  within  pleated  shirt, 
starched  collar  and  straw,  justifying  the 
gait  with:  “I  want  to  get  through  it  fast” 
. . . Irving  Shiffrin,  fan  magazine  con- 
tact at  RKO,  is  frightening  Brooklyn 
pedestrians  in  a Merry  Old  Oldsmobile 
. . . Stella  Bui’ns,  Barret  McCormick’s  sec- 
retary, is  shuttling  between  her  desk  and 
St.  Claire’s  Hospital,  where  her  husband 
is  recuperating  from  an  appendectomy  . . . 
Max  and  George  Schwartz  of  M-G-M  pub- 
licity are  mourning  the  loss  of  their  mother 
. . . I.  E.  Lopert  has  gone  to  the  coast  with 
a print  of  the  French  film,  “The  End  of  a 
Day”  . . . Barney  Balaban,  Austin  Keough 
and  Leon  Netter  a Hunting  Room  lunch- 
eon trio  . . . RKO  is  seeking  among  its 
employes  a “suitable  boxoffice  title”  for 
“The  Kind  Men  Marry,”  and  is  offering 
$100  for  the  final  selection. 

Billy  Downs,  last  of  the  Loew  district 
managers  to  vacation,  is  back  from  a trip 
to  the  coast  where  he  looked  over  the 
M-G-M  lot  ..  . Artie  Rapf,  reminiscing 
with  I.  J.  Hoffmari,  Warner  zone  head  in 
New  England,  discovered  he  has  spent  24 
years  in  the  business  while  Hoffman  has 
27  years  behind  him  . . . Homer  Harman, 
Roxy  publicity  head,  is  back  from  St.  Louis 
where  he  spent  his  vacation  visiting  his 
family.  He  also  made  a stopover  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio  . . . Y.  Frank  Freeman  jr., 
son  of  the  vice-president  in  charge  of 
Paramount’s  studio  operations,  stopped 
off  for  a short  visit  at  the  home  office 
after  making  a trip  to  Atlanta  recently 
. . . Vincent  McFaul,  Harry  Nace  and  Jer- 
ome Weinberg,  the  latter  manager  of  the 
Lakeside,  Chicago,  were  among  the  lounge 
visitors  at  Paramount’s  fair  headquarters 
. . . Andy  Devine  has  gone  back  to  the 
coast  after  a brief  visit  here  and  in  Chi- 
cago. 

Herbert  Stothart,  musical  director  for 
M-G-M,  was  in  town  for  a few  days  for 


home  office  conferences  last  week  . . . J. 
J.  Maloney,  Cleveland  district  manager 
for  M-G-M;  Frank  Drew,  Cleveland  branch 
manager,  and  Rudy  Berger,  Washington 
exchange  head,  have  been  here  on  the 
Warner  product  deal  . . . Lillian  Jeffrey, 
secretary  to  Joe  Vogel,  had  the  root  of 
one  of  her  tonsils  extracted  the  other  day 
and  is  now  back  on  the  job  again,  smiling 
and  as  glib  as  ever  . . . Sylvia  Sewards, 
C.  C.  Moskowitz’s  secretary,  is  dieting 
again  . . . Erick  Van  Dyck,  manager  of 
Loew’s  83rd  St.  theatre,  is  back  from  a 
cruise  to  South  America  and  a visit  to 
Canada  . . . Billy  Watson,  66,  and  for 
more  than  23  years  electrician  in  various 
Loew  houses,  passed  away  after  a brief 
illness  . . . Manny  Reiner,  Monogram’s 
chief  press  book  and  exploitation  think- 
’em-ups,  has  returned  from  a fortnight’s 
vacation  in  the  Canadian  Dominions. 

George  Scharf  of  Loew’s  publicity  de- 
partment has  taken  a bar  exam  and  is 
keeping  his  thumbs  crossed  until  August 
when  the  results  will  become  public  . . . 
Milton  Weiss  is  planning  a coast  visit  in 
August  when  he’ll  get  his  fill  of  Howard 
Strickling’s  artichokes,  home  grown  in  the 
Westwood  section  of  California  . . . Maxie 
Cohen  spent  the  weekend  on  Don  Alex- 
ander’s Two  Smiles  cruiser,  which  was  a 
welcome  relief  after  the  Syracuse  Allied 
meeting  . . . William  Cameron  Menzies 
sailed  on  the  Normandie  for  London  where 
he  will  direct  the  trick  sequences  for  Alex- 
ander Korda’s  “Thief  of  Bagdad”  . . . 
David  Bernstein  and  Lep  Friedman  are 
constant  luncheon  companions  these  days 
with  the  Astor  Hunting  Room  and  Dinty 
Moore’s  as  their  repast  grounds  . . . John 
W.  Considine,  M-G-M  producer,  has  been 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Finds  a Squeeze  Play — 

French  films  are  forcing  Hollywood’s 
“B”  product  out  of  the  European  mar- 
ket, Arthur  Hornblow,  associate  pro- 
ducer at  Paramount,  stated  upon  his 
return  from  a European  vacation.  The 
umbrella  woman  is  Myrna  Loy.  She’s 
Mrs.  H. 
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visiting  these  parts  with  Philip  Rapf, 
Hugo  Butler  and  Dore  Schary. 

Earle  W.  Hammons  put  his  business 
cares  away  over  the  weekend  for  the  an- 
nual Larchmont  Yacht  Race  Week.  His 
Four  Winds  is  entered  in  the  International 
class  and  the  competition  there  is  equiva- 
lent to  the  major  leagues  in  baseball  . . . 
Frank  Donovan,  RKO  Pathe  production 
manager,  is  back  from  Sun  Valley  which 
provided  a setting  for  a Sportscope  on 
trout  fishing.  Meanwhile,  Fred  Ullman, 
Pathe  News  vice-president,  headed  west  to 
line  up  three  short  subjects  for  next  sea- 
son . . . After  a vacation  in  Hollywood, 
Radie  Harris  has  returned  to  New  York 
to  vacation  again  and  view  the  shows  along 
the  strawhat  circuit  . . . Jimmy  Stewart  is 
in  New  York  for  a short  stay  . . . Nomina- 
tion for  the  coziest  looking  office  among 
the  home  offices:  Charlie  Prutzman’s  at 
Universal  which  was  redecorated  under 
the  supervision  of  Mrs.  J.  Cheever  Cowdin. 

Joseph  M.  Schenck  plans  to  leave  for 
the  coast  any  day  now  . . . Martin  Mos- 
kowitz  returns  from  his  vacation  Monday 
and  his  conferes  at  the  2Qth-Fox  will  he 
sorely  disappointed  if  his  bald  pate  is  not 
sunburnt  . . . Jack  Sullivan  had  a slight 
stomach  ailment  Thursday,  which  tem- 
porarily held  up  negotiations  on  the  Na- 
tional Theatres-Columbia  deal  . . . H.  J. 
Fitzgerald  is  due  from  Milwaukee  in  a few 
days  . . . Bill  Sussman  will  head  far  New 
England  and  Buffalo  this  week  . . . Robert 
Riskin  is  due  to  sail  for  a European  vaca- 
tion in  a few  days  . . . Harold  Lloyd  is 
around  town  again  . . . Oscar  S.  Oldknow 
has  returned  to  the  coast. 

David  Bernstein  has  gone  to  Maine  for 
a vacation.  He  had  planned  to  go  to  Eu- 
rope again  but  because  of  unsettled  con- 
ditions changed  his  itinerary  . . . Charles 
Sonin,  M-G-M  purchasing  agent,  is  due  to 
leave  Polyclinic  Hospital  in  a day  or  so 
after  an  operation  removing  a growth  on 
his  neck  . . . Norton  V.  Ritchey  jr.,  back 
from  South  America,  complains  about  the 
heat  and  rainy  season  encountered  on  his 
trip  . . . Paul  Williams  is  expected  from 
Washington,  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

Harry  Koplar,  former  St.  Louis  exhibi- 
tor, is  around  town.  On  Thursday,  he  spent 
a few  hours  in  front  of  the  Astor  Hotel 
where  Lsto  Hill,  David  Chatkin  and  E.  C. 
Grainger  stopped  off  to  say  “hello”  . . . 
Eddie  Golden’s  daughter,  Ruth,  is  en- 
gaged to  Larry  Witten,  business  manager 
for  Milton  Berle.  An  intimate  party  was 
held  early  in  the  week  at  Golden’s  home 
in  the  Barbizon  Plaza  with  friends  of  the 
couple  and  family  on  hand. 

The  ITOA  has  set  back  its  annual  boat 
ride-outing  from  July  25  to  the  27th. 
Someone  discovered  a Jewish  holiday  on 
the  25th  that  sounds  like  Tishabuv  . . . 
About  40  members  of  the  Warner  home  of- 
fice publicity  department  were  hosts  to 
Bernie  Goodman,  sales  accessories  head, 
who  just  became  a poppa.  Bernie  received 
a gift  certificate  for  little  Linda  Barbara, 
among  other  items,  not  the  least  of  which 
was  a wire  from  Edward  G.  Robinson. 

To  Howard  Dietz  of  Metro  goes  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  film  executive 
to  leave  these  shores  for  Europe  via  the 
transatlantic  Clipper  route.  Dietz  boarded 
the  Dixie  Clipper  at  1 p.  m.,  Wednesday 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

It  Was  Hot  So — 


Hal  B.  Wallis,  executive  producer  for 
Warner,  went  to  sport  shirt  and  open 
neck  aboard  the  Normandie  which 
brought  him  and  Louise  Fazenda,  who 
is  Mrs.  Wallis  from  their  European 
vacation.  The  same  day,  the  Wallises 
left  for  Hollywood. 

Technicians  Guild  Denies 
Any  CIO  Connection 

Hollywood — The  Studio  Technicians’ 
Guild,  currently  the  most  formidable  chal- 
lenger of  the  AFL  studio  labor  jurisdiction, 
denies  any  affiliation  or  acceptance  of 
financial  support  from  the  CIO.  The  STG 
claims  to  be  an  independent  union  rat- 
ing control  over  12,000  workers  as  set  forth 
in  its  recent  petition  to  the  NLRB. 


a7id  was  in  Marseilles,  48  hours  later,  en 
route  to  London  to  visit  his  wife  and 
daughter,  who  have  been  there  for  the 
past  few  weeks.  Suigular  thing  about 
Dietz’s  departure  is  that  it  was  accom- 
panied without  a single  advance  publicity 
buildup.  He’s  due  back  in  about  a week. 

GN  Board  Ratifies 
Financing  Plan 

New  York — The  Grand  National 
board  Friday  ratified  acceptance  of  the 
Felt  & Co.  financing  plan  for  $950,000 
and  an  RFC  loan  of  approximately 
$500,000  due  in  ten  days. 

Of  the  new  money,  about  $50,000 
goes  on  account  to  old  GN  creditors; 
about  $210,000  toward  the  studio  mort- 
gage, and  the  balance  largely  toward 
production  and  rebuilding  the  sales 
personnel.  E.  W.  Hammons  and  Irv- 
ing Felt  go  to  the  coast  in  a few  days 
on  production  plans  and  acquisition  of 
independent  product. 


"Spy"  Brilish  Gross 
Cheers  Warnerile 

New  York — Expressing  satisfaction  over 
the  reception  accorded  “Confessions  of  a 
Nazi  Spy”  in  London  and  Paris,  Hal  B. 
Wallis,  Warner  executive  producer,  de- 
clared, “We  wouldn’t  be  afraid  to  make 
another  one.” 

Wallis,  who  returned  on  the  Normandie 
from  a nine-week  European  vacation  trip, 
said  he  had  recently  heard  that  his  studio 
was  interested  in  purchasing  the  rights  to 
“It  Can’t  Happen  Here”  from  M-G-M. 

“I  certainly  would  like  to  do  it,”  he 
stated  in  a reply  to  a direct  question. 

Discussing  Warner’s  British  organiza- 
tion, Wallis  said  there  has  been  a con- 
solidation of  the  two  distributing  units, 
Warner  and  First  National.  Robert  Schless, 
formerly  European  general  manager,  is 
slated  to  be  top  man.  Max  Milder,  British 
sales  manager,  is  due  in  on  the  Queen 
Mary  Monday  for  talks  with  Sam  E.  Morris, 
foreign  sales  chief. 

Warner’s  British  production  venture, 
Wallis  stated,  should  account  for  26  pic- 
tures of  which  he  classified  two  as  “A” 
pictures  utilizing  talent  from  the  coast. 
One  will  deal  with  the  Reuter  news  serv- 
ice and  the  other  will  be  a history  of  the 
Cunard  line,  he  said. 

'The  French  liner  had  more  than  its  usual 
list  of  celebrities  returning  from  abroad. 
There  were  Mary  Pickford  and  her  hus- 
band, Buddy  Rogers:  Herbert  Wilcox,  Ar- 
thur Hornblow  and  his  wife,  Myrna  Loy, 
and  Elsa  Lanchester,  wife  of  Charles 
Laughton. 

Miss  Pickford,  asked  if  she  would  ac- 
cept the  presidency  of  United  Artists  if  it 
was  offered  to  her,  said  she  would  de- 
cline. Her  plans  call  for  a return  to  Eng- 
land at  the  end  of  the  year  with  the 
possibility  of  producing  a picture  at  Den- 
ham. It  might  be  “The  Bat,”  she  said, 
since  she  owns  the  rights.  She  also  said 
she  would  like  to  remake  “Dorothy  Vernon 
of  Hadden  Hall”  in  Teclinicolor  and  could 
visualize  Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson 
Eddy  in  the  leads. 

Spending  only  two  days  in  England,  Wil- 
cox rushed  back  to  complete  the  musical 
score  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  which  he 
said  will  probably  open  at  the  Music  Hall 
the  second  week  of  August.  He  also 
completed  plans  for  the  first  of  his  Im- 
perator  productions  which  RKO  will  re- 
lease. It  is  called  “Rebellion”  and  will  be 
produced  in  Scotland  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  $750,000.  Anna  Neagle  will  play 
the  lead. 


British  Consolidation 
Is  Formally  Denied 

New  York — Earlier  mystified  over  the 
statement  made  by  Hal  B.  Wallis,  execu- 
tive producer,  on  his  return  from  London 
that  the  Warner  and  First  National  dis- 
tributing organizations,  separately  main- 
tained in  England,  are  to  be  consolidated, 
Warner  now  officially  denies  there  is  any 
truth  to  it.  It  was  indicated  Robert 
Schless,  former  European  general  man- 
ager, was  slated  for  top  spot. 

Max  Milder,  managing  director  for 
Warner  in  England,  arrives  Monday  on 
the  Queen  Mary. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  15,  1939 


24.A 


^^TT.T.TAM  C.  SMALLEY,  head  of  the 
Smalley  circuit,  was  in  Albany  with 
Steve  Tarbell  on  a booking  trip.  Smalley, 
who  comes  here  three  times  a year  for 
such  purpose,  planned  to  remain  three 
days. 

Ralph  Pielow,  Albany  manager  for  Met- 
ro, was  in  New  York  o?i  a Warner  deal, 
Moe  Silver,  upstate  Warner  theatre  boss, 
participating  in  the  conferences.  Ditto, 
the  Buffalo  manager. 

Raymond  Powers,  office  manager  and 
chief  booker  in  Warner-Vitagraph  branch, 
is  vacationing  with  his  family  in  Canada. 
Mrs.  Lillian  Marchetti,  cashier  in  the  same 
exchange,  also  is  on  a vacation.  To  be 
followed  by  Alice  Smith,  pleasant  young 
woman  at  the  switchboard.  Miss  Smith 
picked  York  Beach,  Me.,  as  the  big  out- 
door spot.  Mary  Mlinarik,  Columbia,  se- 
lected Lake  George  . . . Mrs.  Mildred 
Windelspecht,  RKO  assistant  booker,  an- 
other with  a respite  from  office  work. 

Columbia  branch’s  annual  party  took 
the  form  of  a welcome  to  Manager  Joe 
Miller,  who  recently  returned  to  the  city 
in  which  he  opened  an  office  for  the  com- 
pany some  years  ago.  At  that  time  he 
directed  both  the  Albany  and  Buffalo 
territories.  Personal  friends  among  ex- 
hibitors and  the  local  staff  attended  the 
get-together.  Stanley  Goldberg,  office 
manager  and  booker,  headed  committee 
on  arrangements. 

A1  Feltman,  former  operator  of  the 
Lincoln,  Schenectady,  is  on  a motor  trip 
to  the  west  coast  . . . Louis  Benson,  for- 
mer RKO  salesman,  is  peddling  Louis-Ga- 
lento  fight  films  in  this  territory  for  Harry 
Thomas,  New  York  independent  distribu- 
tor . . . Bill  Barney  of  the  Grand,  Water- 
vliet,  headed  for  Lake  Champlain  and 
cool  breezes  in  his  motor  boat,  as  the 
heat  wave  hit  this  section  . . . Speaking 
of  torrid  temperatures,  air  conditioning 
salesmen  were  plying  their  wares  on  Film- 
row,  but  without  results.  Distributing  com- 
panies lease  exchanges,  which  explains 
the  absence  of  cooling  systems.  Row  boys 
and  girls  did  envy  employes  of  Fabian’s 
Palace,  with  its  air-conditioning  offices  as 
well  as  the  auditorium  . . . Jack  Bell- 
man, Republic  eastern  district  sales  man- 
ager, again  at  the  local  office.  Accom- 
panied Manager  Arthur  J.  Newman  to 
Utica  area  . . . Winifred  Allen,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox cashier,  starts  her  vacation  July 
17  . . . Moe  Silver,  upstate  zone  manager 
of  Warner  Theatres,  has  a summer  home 
at  Schroon  Lake. 

Sam  Milberg  is  renovating  the  Ritz,  Sco- 
tia, for  reopening,  September  1.  Milberg, 
who  lives  in  Schenectady,  took  over  the 
suburban  theatre  after  Roy  Gagnon  step- 
ped out.  Said  that  Gagnon  will  give  full 
time  to  his  roofing  business.  Milberg,  a 
Republic  salesman  during  Bernard  Mills’ 
tenure  as  Albany  franchise  holder,  has 
held  a piece  of  the  Family,  Watervliet, 
for  some  time  . . . Herbert  Kline  was  in 
Albany  for  a pre-showing  of  “The  Crisis,” 
Czech  documentary  film.  It  played  War- 
ner’s  Strand  as  added  attraction  to 
“Daughters  Courageous.”  Reviewed  sep- 
arately in  local  evening  paper,  which  gave 
a strong  notice  and  followed  with  com- 
ment in  a column  on  editorial  page.  Mor- 


ris Cohn,  Columbia  salesman,  bubbles 
with  good  nature. 

Filmrow  visitors  included;  J.  Ward  Bird, 
Arlington,  East  Arlington:  George  Thor- 
onton,  Orpheum,  Saugerties,  and  Orpheum, 
Tannersville;  Neal  Heilman,  Heilman  cir- 
cuit, Albany:  Sid  Dwore,  Schenectady 
multiple  house  exhibitor:  Henry  Freider 
and  Henry  Grossman,  Community,  Star 
and  Warren  (later  closed),  Hudson  . . . 
Lillian  Carroll,  inspectress,  was  the  first 
to  go  on  vacation  from  the  Metro  ex- 
change. 


Becker  Han<dling  Motiograph 

Buffalo — Becker  Theatre  Equipment, 
Inc.,  has  been  appointed  authorized  dis- 
tributor of  Motiograph  products  in  the 
Buffalo  territory. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


I STOLE  A MILLION  (Univ)— George  Raft  re- 
asserts himself  as  the  toughest  of  the 
tough  guys  by  embarking  upon  a career  of 
supercrime.  However,  excessive  and  te- 
dious footage  nullifies  what  might  have 
been  a compelling  document,  dragging 
picture  down  to  average  program  calibre. 
Burt  Kelly  produced;  Frank  Tuttle  directed. 

MR.  WONG  IN  CHINATOWN  (Mono)— Hugh 
Wiley's  fictional  Chinese  super-sleuth  hits 
his  stride  in  this,  the  third  of  the  Wong 
series,  which  in  action  and  sustained  sus- 
pense is  far  above  its  two  predecessors. 
Boris  Karloff  is  again  splendid  in  title  role. 
William  T.  Lackey  produced;  William  Nigh 
directed. 

SHOULD  HUSBANDS  WORK?  (Rep)— Live- 
liest of  the  Higgins  Family  series  to  date, 
this  delivers  a full  measure  of  wholesome 
comedy  and  down-to-earth  situations. 
Speedy  pace  and  plenty  of  slapstick  antics 
by  the  Gleasons  should  assure  it  a warm 
welcome  in  neighborhood  houses.  Sol 
Siegel  produced;  Gus  Meins  directed. 

UNEXPECTED  FATHER  (Univ)— Baby  Sandy, 
phenomenal  infant  discovery,  tightens  the 
hold  on  the  hearts  of  picture  patrons  which 
the  baby's  debuting  picture  established;  in 
which  undertaking  scant  help  is  forth- 
coming from  the  merits  of  the  production, 
the  story,  or  the  supporting  cast,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Mischa  Auer,  who 
necessarily  struggles  for  the  laughs  which 
his  material  affords.  Ken  Goldsmith,  pro- 
duced; Charles  Lamont  directed. 

CORRECTION — Pat  O'Brien,  not  George 
O'Brien,  is  starred  in  Warner's  “Indian- 
apolis Speedway,"  which  is  reviewed  in 
this  week's  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


JOE  MURDOCK  celebrated  his  sixth  an- 
niversary at  the  Stanley,  Camden,  with 
a “party”  attended  by  5,000.  It  was  an 
open-air  showing  of  “Only  Angels  Have 
Wings”  on  City  Hall  plaza — with  the  city 
supplying  the  electricity.  In  addition  there 
were  two  veterans’  bands  and  a swing 
singing  contest.  The  newspapers  gave  it 
a big  play  . . . Helen  Mahoney,  secretary- 
hostess  of  the  Warner  Club,  is  off  on  va- 
cation . . . Charlie  Fayko,  head  Warner 
artist,  is  champion  billiard  player  at  War- 
ner Club  lunch  hour  tournaments  . . . 
Mike  Lehrman,  Warner  exchangeman,  en- 
tertains the  boys  on  the  piano. 

Stanley  Given,  son  of  Herb  Given,  Grand 
National,  is  new  ad  sales  clerk  at  Para- 
mount . . . Irene  Cawley,  Paramount  con- 
tract department,  is  spending  a week  at 
Ocean  City  . . . And  Matty  Judge,  of  the 
booking  department,  is  off  to  Harvey’s 
Lake,  Pa.  . . . Exchange  Boss  Earle  Swei- 
gert  proudly  announces  a special  screen- 
ing this  week  of  “Beau  Geste,”  first  of 
Paramount’s  new  season’s  releases  . . . The 
Borowskys  announce  the  opening  of  the 
New  Jewel  is  postponed  till  September  . . . 
A new  1,000-seat  house  is  going  up  in 
Woodbury,  N.  J.  . . . RKO  is  considering 
building  a new  exchange  in  town. 

Local  Warner  executives  are  in  New  York 
negotiating  the  season’s  contract  with 
Metro  . . . Cal  Core,  political  holdover 
on  the  censor  board,  has  finally  resigned 
— by  request  . . . The  Horlacher  boys  and 
girls  held  their  annual  picnic  Sunday  at 
Kugler’s  Mohican  Club  on  the  Delaware  . . . 
Variety  Club’s  Kathryn  Case  is  the  cool- 
looking damsel  on  the  Kool  cigarette  ads 
. . . Nat  Levy  and  William  McShea.  of 
the  RKO  home  office,  are  in  town  visiting 
Exchange  Manager  Frank  McNamee  . . . 
Max  Milder,  who  used  to  be  with  the  old 
Selznick  exchange  here  and  now  represents 
Warner  in  England,  is  returning  to  the 
United  States  for  a short  stay. 

Charley  Crowley,  Grand,  Vineland,  is  at- 
tracting customers  with  a three-hour  show, 
one  hour  of  which  is  devoted  to  comedies 
of  one  popular  comedian  . . . Joe  Bergen, 
Stanley,  Chester,  sent  letters  around  to  all 
school  teachers  boosting  “Juarez,”  just  be- 
fore school  closed.  Even  though  he  doesn’t 
get  the  picture  until  a couple  of  weeks,  he 
wanted  the  kids  reminded  about  it  in  ad- 
vance . . . Bill  Morgan,  Globe,  Vineland, 
got  a letter  of  appreciation  from  local  boy 
scouts  for  helping  them  in  their  annual 
budget  drive  . . . Maurice  Gable,  Boyd, 
is  on  vacation;  Harry  Tarrante  filling  in. 

Harold  Brason,  assistant  manager  Earle, 
and  Joe  Mazer,  assistant  manager  Prin- 
cess, off  to  the  seashore  . . . Milt  Young 
demands  that  Boxoffice  correct  the  an- 
nouncement his  daughter  Patty  is  five  years 
old.  She’s  only  three,  and  he  doesn’t  want 
film  men  calling  her  up  for  a date  . . . 
Bob  Nydick,  Warner  purchasing  agent,  back 
from  his  honeymoon  . . . Leo  Weiss,  War- 
ner artist,  visiting  the  World’s  Fair. 

The  Waverly,  Drexel  Hill,  cashed  in  on 
the  resentment  against  the  new  parking 
meters  in  Upper  Darby  by  arranging  to 
open  a 1,000-car  parking  lot  next  door, 
free  for  customers  . . . Warnerites  will 
gather  for  a zone  meeting  August  15  at 
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the  Bellevue- Stratford  . . . Silvert  Setron, 
Logan,  is  holding  a ‘‘Bette  Davis  Double” 
contest  to  advertise  ‘‘Juarez.”  The  film 
patron  who  looks  most  like  Bette  will  be 
given  a silver  loving  cup  autographed  by 
the  star  . . . Jack  Lexey,  Broadway,  is 
promoting  a Jean  Arthur  Fan  Club.  Plans 
are  to  hold  monthly  meetings  at  the  theatre 
to  boost  the  lovely  actress. 

Sid  Poppay,  Rialto,  York,  startled  pass- 
ersby  by  pasting  a row  of  colored  figures 
of  the  picture’s  stars  on  the  pavement  . . . 
Paul  Harvey,  Strand,  York,  tied  up  the 
showing  of  “Daughters  Courageous”  with 
department  store  advertising  by  offering 
free  tickets  to  the  salesgirls  making  the 
most  sales  in  the  different  store  depart- 
ments . . . Charley  Moyer,  Strand,  Han- 
over, makes  a point  of  placing  his  programs 
in  every  room  of  the  local  hotels  . . . Ray 
O’Connell,  Capitol,  Lancaster,  gets  his 
shows  boosted  regularly  on  the  radio  with 
playings  of  transcriptions. 

Jack  Greenberg , Northampton,  is  im- 
proving after  an  emergency  appendectomy 
. . . Joe  Conway  had  a ‘‘baby”  in  a carriage 
handing  out  announcements  of  a Hardy 
Family  picture.  ‘‘Baby”  was  a midget  . . . 
Leo  Hanan,  Warner  booker,  off  to  Maine 
. . . Eva  Davis,  RKO,  off  on  a honeymoon- 
vacation  . . . Lou  Marks,  theatre  equip- 
ment man,  has  opened  an  office  in  the 
Preferred  Bldg.  . . . Oscar  Neufeld,  Hor- 
lacher,  back  from  a New  York  visit  . . . 
Lee  Kline,  Orpheum,  pulled  a good  stunt 
with  ‘‘Wuthering  Heights.”  He  got  several 
dozen  copies  of  the  book,  lent  it  out  to 
customers  for  a week  gratis. 

Institute,  Comerford  house,  has  closed 
down  for  the  hot  season  . . . Insiders  say 
a new  house  is  being  planned  in  Penns- 
grove  . . . Jack  Harris,  Mayfair,  advertised 
“Wife,  Husband  and  Friend”  by  sending 
around  a 20-year-old  ramshackle  auto  with 
appropriate  signs  . . . Jerry  Wollaston, 
Harrisburg,  scooped  up  lots  of  publicity 
with  his  kiddies’  tire-rolling  contest  in  con- 
nection with  a boy’s  week  celebration.  All 
contestants  got  free  ducats  . . . Monogram 
exchange  announces  the  first  showing  of 
the  at-long-last-approved  “Assassin  of 
Youth,”  will  be  at  the  Grand,  South  Phila- 
delphia. 

Bert  Leighton,  Grand,  Lancaster,  clips 
the  pressbook  to  make  posters  for  store 
windows  . . . Max  Miller,  News,  brags  he 
changes  the  pictures  on  the  theatre  front 
several  times  a day  as  new  reels  come  in 
— ‘‘just  like  a newspaper”  . . . The  Dallas, 
Dallastown,  now  owned  by  Max  Rubinsky. 

Trade  Attends  Ettelson 
Services  in  Passaic 

New  York — Many  local  film  exchange 
heads  and  exhibitors  attended  funeral  ser- 
vices Wednesday  at  Passaic,  N.  J.,  for 
Rickard  (Dick)  Ettelson,  brother-in-law 
of  Si  Fabian  and  operator  of  a number 
of  theatres  across  the  Hudson.  It  is  likely 
Fabian  will  take  over  the  management  of 
the  seven  houses  involved. 

Ettelson,  47,  died  after  a long  illness. 
He  is  survived  by  a son,  Adrian;  two 
daughters,  Harriet  and  Doris,  a sister,  Mrs. 
Simon  Fabian,  and  a brother,  Samuel. 
He  was  a director  of  Temple  Emanuel, 
Passaic,  and  was  well  liked  in  the  indus- 
try. 


WASIHIIIMIGTOM 

fjARDIE  MEAKIN,  Keith’s  launched  an 
extensive  campaign  prior  to  the  show- 
ing of  RKO’s  “Career.”  Following  the 
world  premiere  in  Des  Moines,  la.,  July  2, 
an  invitational  showing  was  held  at  Keith’s 
with  Iowa’s  senators  and  congressmen  from 
Capitol  Hill  and  members  of  the  Iowa  state 
society  in  attendance  . . . “Buck”  Wilder, 
Norfolk,  celebrated  his  25th  wedding  anni- 
versary, July  6 . . . Lou  Pollock,  Universal’s 
eastern  publicity  director,  was  presented 
with  a son,  July  2 . . . Harold  Depkin,  son 
of  Salem’s  Bernie  Depkin,  announced  his 
recent  marriage,  and  is  honeymooning  by 
motor  . . . Stanley  Summers,  20th-Pox, 
is  carrying  a cane  these  days,  having  suf- 
fered a broken  toe  from  a rambling  case 
of  film. 

Herb  Blumenthal,  Universal  head  ship- 
per, lost  his  independence  on  the  Fourth. 
He  was  presented  a lV2-pound  girl  by  his 
wife  at  Garfield  Hospital  . . . Joe  Walder- 
man,  Baltimore,  held  a formal  opening  for 
his  New  Munroe  Theatre,  July  6 . . . Bill 
Schneider,  Christianburg,  Va.,  is  confined 
to  his  home  ill  ..  . Walter  Sheetz,  who 
resigned  as  manager  of  Hable’s  Palace, 
Winchester,  has  been  replaced  by  A.  C. 
Rudd  . . . Elmore  Heins,  Roanoke,  has 
returned  to  his  desk  following  a recent 
illness  . . . John  Redmond,  NSS,  is  va- 
cationing in  Georgia  . . . Charlie  Mendel- 
sohn, 20th-Fox  cashier,  also  vacationing. 

Sam  Wheeler,  20th-Fox  branch  mana- 
ger, is  quite  the  golf  enthusiast  and  can  be 
found  at  the  Woodmont  Country  Club  every 
weekend  . . . Paul  LaRoche,  Ross  Federal 
branch  manager,  visited  exchanges  and  an- 
nounced the  added  feature  of  advertising 
research  that  is  to  be  coupled  with  their 
checking  service  . . . May  Feldman,  secre- 
tary to  20th-Fox’s  Sam  Wheeler,  is  head- 
ing for  the  mountains  on  her  vacation  . . . 
RKO’s  Steady  Knox  was  feted  by  a group 
of  his  friends  with  a birthday  dinner  party 
at  the  Shoreham  Hotel.  Filmrow  was  rep- 


resented by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Bachman, 
“Duchess  Hall,”  and  your  correspondent. 

Virginia  Beach  was  the  rendezvous  for 
the  following  Filmrow  celebrities  over  the 
Fourth  weekend:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudy  Ber- 
ger, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton  Duffus  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joe  Morgan  . . . “Buddy”  Han- 
son, formerly  of  Monogram’s  home  office 
staff,  has  been  assigned  to  the  local  branch 
. . . Monogram’s  branch  manager,  Harry 
Bachman,  and  R.  Wilson,  home  office  rep- 
resentative, en  route  to  Norfolk  and  sur- 
rounding situations  . . . Charles  and  Sam 
Roth,  Harrisonburg , Va.,  seen  along  the 
Row  . . . Helen  Pender,  M-G-M  biller, 
is  vacationing  in  Wild  Wood,  N.  J.  . . . 
Catherine  Murphy,  Metro,  and  her  daugh- 
ter, “Miss  M-G-M,”  have  returned  from 
their  vacation  . . . Margaret  Stant,  for- 
merly of  the  UA  staff,  has  joined  her  hus- 
band in  Maryland  . . . “Chick”  Wingfield, 
Columbia  salesman,  is  pio-neering  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  . . . Bob  Grace,  Para- 
mount hooker,  and  Mrs.  Grace  have  sailed 
for  Bermuda  . . . Leon  Back,  Rome  exec- 
utive, is  convalescing  from  an  appendec- 
tomy. 

Rudy  Berger,  Metro  branch  manager, 
has  forsaken  his  hobby  of  playing  golf  and 
is  spending  all  his  spare  time  casting  for 
marlins  . . . Fred  Rippingale,  Metro  office 
manager,  will  spend  August  vacationing. 


Five  Unions  in  Hollywood 
In  a Move  Against  CIO 

Hollywood — Five  major  AFL  unions 
have  drafted  a resolution  for  submission 
to  George  E.  Browne,  lATSE  president, 
signifying  their  intention  of  forming  a 
united  front  against  a jurisdictional  threat 
by  the  CIO  and  urging  that  the  lA  return 
to  a system  of  basic  studio  agreements. 

Signed  by  representatives  of  musicians, 
utility  workers,  carpenters,  electricians  and 
soundmen,  the  document  also  calls  for  an 
immediate  campaign  to  obtain  a “closed 
shop”  for  the  unions  involved. 


Defeat  the  Box-office  slump! 

BUILD 

w ■ ■■  ir  good-will 
— by  using  Paramount  Premiums 

See  our  complete  selection  of  choice 
Dinnerware,  Dresserware,  Silverware, 
Glassware  and  Cutleryware  on  display 
at  our  showroom. 


* SPECIAL  DEALS  FOR  KIDS  * 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Gen.  Sales  Mgr. 

Home  Office — 210  H.  Street,  N.  W. — Washington,  D.  C. 

Write,  wire  or  telephone  REpublic  0639  and 
a representative  will  gladly  visit  you. 

SERVING  THE  NATION'S  EXHIBITORS  FROM  THE  NATION'S  CAPITOL 
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FRANK  O’BRIEN,  city  manager  for 
Wilmer  & "Vincent,  and  his  wife,  left 
for  an  extended  vacation  trip  through  the 
west  and  northwest,  stopping  at  Banff, 
Lake  Louise,  for  fishing,  then  going  down 
to  Hollywood  to  renew  acquaintances  with 
a number  of  the  film  boys  and  girls  whom 
they  knew  when  Frank  was  in  the  Keith 
office  in  New  York  . , . Keith  Caudle,  re- 
cently promoted  to  relief  manager  for  all 
Wilmer  & Vincent  theatres,  has  received 
his  diploma  from  the  John  Marshall  High 
School.  He  is  probably  the  youngest  mana- 
ger in  the  organization.  He  celebrated  his 
19th  birthday  last  week. 

Charlie  Hulbert,  manager  of  the  Lee,  is 
still  talking  about  that  trip  he  and  his 
wife  made  to  Bermuda  . . . Edward  Cum- 
mings, member  of  service  staff  of  the 
State,  and  captain  of  Company  D,  John 
Marshall  Cadets,  was  presented  with  a 
sword  by  his  company  . . . Herman  No- 
witsky,  chief  of  maintenance  for  Wilmer 
& Vincent,  was  a visitor  . . . Thomas  Pitts, 
manager  of  the  East  End  and  Patrick 
Henry  theatres,  will  vacation  at  Virginia 
Beach.  He  toill  be  relieved  by  T.  I.  Martin 
. . . Bernard  McCann  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  National  to  the  Colonial 
to  replace  Keith  Caudle,  who  urns  pro- 
moted to  relief  manager.  Buck  Johnson 
is  now  doorman  at  the  National  . . . Pete 
Lichtman  of  the  Lichtman  circuit  has  re- 
turned from  his  vacation  at  Atlantic  City 
and  New  York. 

A certificate  of  authority  has  been  issued 
by  the  Corporation  Commission  to  Goebel 
Theatres  of  Tennessee,  giving  them  permis- 
sion to  do  business  in  Virginia  . . . Eliza- 
beth Copeland,  film  editor  of  the  News 
Leader,  leaves  July  22  by  plane  for  Holly- 
wood. While  she  is  away,  John  Lehard  will 
edit  the  film  page  . . . Captain  Seymour’s 
“Floating  Theatre”  is  furnishing  opposi- 
tion to  theatres  along  the  Rappahannock 
River  . . . Elmer  Wilschke,  Altec  official 
from  Philadelphia,  passed  through  here  on 
his  way  to  Norfolk  and  the  Eastern  Shore. 

H.  R.  (Buck)  Johnson,  doorman  at  the 
National,  has  invited  employes  of  the  thea- 
tre to  attend  a celebration  of  his  first  wed- 
ding anniversary  at  Westwood  Supper  Club, 
July  18  . . . John  Caldwell,  owner  of  the 
Lee,  Appomattox,  was  in  town  buying  new 
equipment  for  his  ball  team  . . . Langhorne 
Weiford,  manager  of  the  Wells,  Norfolk, 
was  in  New  York  . . . Frank  Falls  of  Lynch- 
burg visited  the  Gotham  Fair. 

Katzes  Launch  Premiums 
On  a National  Scale 

Washington — Headquarters  have  been 
established  here  for  Paramount  Premium 
Co.  at  210  H St.,  N.  W.,  with  Ike  Katz 
as  general  sales  manager.  Tlie  firm  is  set 
up  for  national  distribution  of  boxoffice 
stimulators.  Plans  include  establishment 
of  branch  offices  throughout  the  country. 

Associated  with  Katz,  is  his  father,  M.  S., 
and  brothers,  David  and  Harry.  The  men 
have  been  engaged  for  a number  of  years 
in  exhibition,  and  recently  were  in  the 
theatre  premium  business  in  the  south. 

Included  in  the  lines  are  chinaware  pot- 
teries, glassware,  silverware,  dresserware, 
cutlery  and  special  premiums  for  children. 


ITOA  Board  Finds  Yacht 
Not  Inducive  to  Meet 

New  York — The  ITOA  board  was  all  set 
for  a serious  meeting.  So  much  so  it  pick- 
ed a spot  where  it  was  physically  impossible 
to  be  interrupted. 

And  so,  after  seven  hours  of  it,  the 
group  broke  up — without  holding  a meet- 
ing. 

It  seems  that  Adolph  Haas,  assistant  to 
J.  Don  Alexander,  was  good  enough  to 
make  J.  Don’s  82-foot  yacht.  2 Siniles, 
available  to  the  group.  Maybe  it  looked 
like  rain  the  morning  the  boys  were  to  put 
out  into  Long  Island  Sound.  In  any  event, 
there  are  two  versions  why  there  was  no 
meeting. 

One  is  that  Dave  Weinstock,  board  chair- 
man, thought  it  looked  like  rain,  and  failed 
to  show  up,  and  the  other  is  there  was  no 
quorum.  Anyhow,  there  was  no  meeting, 
but  seven  hours  of  sailing  in  a cloudless 
sky,  and  the  following  were  there:  Stanley 
Lawton,  Otto  Lederer,  Sam  and  Ray  Rhon- 
heimer,  Abraham  Shank,  Jack  Hattem, 
Leon  Rosenblatt,  Bernie  Brooks,  John 
Manheimer  and  John  Goldreyer. 

Expect  Further  Appeal  in 
'Birth  of  a Baby'  Case 

Albany — An  appeal  is  expected  to  be 
carried  to  the  court  of  appeals  from  the 
3 to  2 decision  of  the  appellate  division, 
third  department,  confirming  the  deter- 
mination of  the  board  of  regents  that  a 
license  for  general  showings  of  “Tlie  Birth 
of  a Baby”  should  not  be  issued.  Educa- 
tion Commissioner  Frank  P.  Graves  in 
December,  1937,  upheld  Censor  Irwin  Es- 
mond in  refusing  such  a permit.  Tremen- 
dous pressui’e  by  leading  obstetricians, 
health  officials  and  social  and  welfare 
organizations  brought  the  regents  into  the 
reviewing  picture.  A sub-committee  was 
created  and  the  film  was  twice  checked. 
The  regents  stood  by  Esmond,  although 
they  did  offer  to  grant  a special  license 
for  showings  before  small  groups.  This 
offer  never  has  been  accepted,  it  is  said. 

Four  Are  Affected  in 
Metro  Albany  Shift 

Albany — Herman  L.  Ripps,  one  of  Film- 
row’s  top  salesmen,  has  been  transferred 
by  M-G-M  to  the  New  Jersey  district  and 
William  C.  (Bill)  Williams  has  been  ad- 
vanced from  office  manager  to  Ripps’  post 
in  the  Albany  area.  Sid  Stockton,  from 
the  home  exchange  in  New  York,  took 
over  Williams’  job  inside.  Ripps,  employed 
by  Metro  11  years,  five  of  them  in  Albany, 
receives  a salary  increase  and  is  in  line 
for  promotion,  it  is  said. 

Metro  Unbeaten  in  Second 
Half  in  Baseball  League 

New  York — Second  half  standings  in 
the  Motion  Picture  League  find  M-G-M 
leading  with  a perfect  record. 

The  standings; 

Won  Lost 


M-G-M  3 0 

Consolidated  Film  1 0 

Rockefeller  Center  3 1 

Paramount  1 1 

RKO  1 2 

NBC  0 1 

Columbia  0 2 

Skouras  0 2 


J^EON  BACK,  Rome  theatre  executive, 
was  taken  to  Union  Memorial  Hos- 
pital with  appendix  trouble  . . . This  Fri- 
day, the  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  9,  held  its 
first  annual  stag  outing,  for  members 
only,  on  the  Magothy  River.  There  was 
to  be  a special  baseball  game  between  the 
Variety  members  of  Baltimore  and  the 
exchange  men  of  Washington. 

C.  R.  McLaughlan,  Altec  engineer,  now 
on  his  vacation,  plans  to  stop  at  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair  . . . The  new  Monroe 
Theatre  has  opened.  Joe  Walderman  is 
doing  the  booking  . . . Harry  and  Al  Vog- 
elstein  of  the  Baltimore  Poster  Co.  were 
participants  in  the  Jewish  War  Veterans’ 
Americanism  Parade  at  Dundalk. 

The  Leader  Theatre  closed  for  three  days 
for  improvements  . . . Walter  Silverberg 
of  the  Park  Tlreatre  is  back  at  Sinai  Hos- 
pital and  would  like  his  friends  to  visit 
him  . . . Al  Zalis,  Globe  Poster’s  roving 
salesman,  is  back  in  town  . . . Miss  Ruth 
C.  Clopper,  Rome  office  secretary,  is  just 
back  from  a Jersey  resort  with  a real 
coat  of  tan. 

Met  Gus  Lowenberg  in  front  of  Moe 
Cohen’s  Lexway.  Says  he  is  now  handling 
“Cloistered”  . . . Jimmy  Rydzenski,  Al- 
dine  Theatre,  has  just  been  discharged 
from  the  hospital  and  is  doing  very  nice- 
ly ..  . Baltimore  Variety  Club  at  the  Bel- 
vedere has  just  been  air-conditio7ied  . . . 
Unique  method  of  advertising  the  Louis- 
Galento  fight  by  Joe  Fields’  Rivoli  was  by 
mounting  a rare  hurdy-gurdy  on  a truck 
and  touring  business  and  residential  sec- 
tions with  tunes  as  old  as  the  hurdy-gurdy 
itself.  It  was  haiidled  by  Lew  Segall, 
formerly  of  the  Dixie  Theatre. 

I.  M.  Rappaport,  Hippodrome  Theatre 
executive,  just  back  from  Atlantic  City,  is 
off  to  New  York  again  . . . Baltimore’s  six 
most  beloved  teachers  were  selected  in  a 
contest  conducted  by  Loew’s  Century  in 
connection  with  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,” 
and  were  feted  at  a banquet  at  the  Lord 
Baltimore  Hotel  by  William  K.  Saxton  of 
Loew’s  Theatres  . . . Theatre  Softball 
League’s  Sunday  scores  were:  Boulevard  16, 
Apollo  6,  Met  12,  Century  11,  Broadway 
16,  Hippodrome  1 . . . M.  Dixon,  Century 
doorman,  is  away  to  the  hospital  to  have 
his  tonsils  removed. 


Republic,  Fox  West  Coast 
Talking  Product  Deal 

New  York — Negotiations  between  Re- 
public and  Fox  West  Coast  on  a product 
deal  for  next  season  get  under  way  Mon- 
day when  Grover  C.  Parsons,  coast  district 
manager  for  the  distributor,  and  J.  T. 
Sheffield,  northwest  franchise  holder  with 
headquarters  in  Seattle,  arrive  to  sit  in 
with  James  R.  Grainger,  president,  and 
Jack  J.  Sullivan,  Larry  Kent  and  William 
T.  Powers,  for  the  circuit. 

Grainger  was  in  Boston  the  latter  part 
of  the  week  and  is  due  back  at  his  office 
Monday  after  a series  of  meetings  with 
New  England  circuit  buyers. 
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Proud  Record  Established  by 
MPRF  Since  Reorganization 


The  annual  report  on  the  activities  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund,  made  to 
the  membership  at  its  recent  yearly  meet- 
ing, strikingly  demonstrates  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  by  the  group  since  its 
reorganization  18  months  ago — a vast  im- 
provement that  has,  moreover,  been 
achieved  in  the  face  of  the  greatest  char- 
ity problem  ever  to  confront  Hollywood 
in  a similar  period,  during  which  employ- 
ment slipped  to  drastically  low  levels  and 
the  relief  load  carried  by  the  MPRF  has 
constantly  increased. 

The  Fund’s  success  since  the  Screen 
Actors,  Screen  Writers  and  Screen  Direc- 
tors Guilds  combined  to  assume  its  man- 
agement in  February,  1938,  offers  a salient 
example  of  the  proverb  that  “he  helps 
himself  who  helps  others.”  For,  no  longer 
depending  on  the  hit-or-miss  system  un- 
der which  the  Fund  had  previously  been 
operated,  and  in  which  they  had  had  lit- 
tle or  no  voice,  those  who  form  the  back- 
bone of  the  film  colony — the  workers 
themselves — stepped  in  at  that  time  and, 
with  subsequent  marked  success,  under- 
took the  task  of  lending  a helping  hand  to 

Academy  Revamping 
Wails  for  "Peace" 

Intent  on  keeping  its  skirts  clean  of  the 
industry’s  political,  economic  and  inter- 
union warfare,  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  will  take  no 
steps  to  resume  consideration  of  a plan 
for  reorganization  until  the  time  has  come 
when  “there’s  some  measure  of  peace  in 
Hollywood,”  according  to  one  of  the  Acad- 
emy’s spokesmen. 

Still  simmering,  however,  are  plans  to 
convert  the  organization  into  a “cultural 
clearing  house”  for  the  motion  picture 
industry;  a goal  which  it  had  apparently 
almost  reached  more  than  a year  ago, 
only  to  watch  it  go  up  in  smoke  when 
executives  of  the  actors,  writers  and  di- 
rectors guild  issued  an  ultimatum  that 
they  would  not  align  themselves  until  the 
producers  in  control  of  the  Academy’s 
destinies  stepped  out.  In  the  face  of  this 
looming  schism,  at  one  stage  of  which 
President  Frank  Capra  threatened  to  re- 


their  own  less  fortunate  members. 

When  the  destinies  of  the  MPRF  were 
removed  from  the  hands  of  the  producers 
— although  there  had  never  been  a direct 
affiliation  with  the  producers  association 
— the  three  Guilds  immediately  instituted 
sweeping  changes  in  operational  procedure, 
their  goal  the  establishment  of  a pro- 
gram under  which  immediate  help  is  ex- 
tended all  in  need  who  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  industry  in  any  capacity 
for  three  years  or  more.  How  near  this 
goal  the  Fund’s  present  pilots  have  ap- 
proached is  revealed  in  the  annual  report 
made  by  President  Jean  Hersholt,  in  which 
it  was  disclosed  the  number  of  temporary 
and  permanent  cases  has  nearly  doubled 
and  expenditures  have  increased  almost 
60  per  cent,  with  the  relief  rolls  for  June, 
1939,  standing  at  552 — a nev/  high  mark 
in  the  Fund’s  history. 

This  is  in  vivid  comparison  with  the 
haphazard  managerial  system  of  previous 
years,  under  which  relief  could  not  be 
supplied  to  extra  players,  office  workers 
or  backlot  laborers — always  hardest  hit  in 
times  of  depression — as  the  eligibility  was 


sign,  all  reorganizational  plans  were 
dropped.  A major  stumbling  block,  still, 
is  the  position  of  the  Screen  Writers  Guild, 
whose  ’(tattle  to  be  recognized  as  sole  bar- 
gaining agent  for  film  scriveners  has  not 
yet  come  to  an  end. 

Replaced  by  Unions 

The  Academy  stepped  out  of  Hollywood’s 
economic  picture  when  the  guilds  and 
unions  rose  to  power  by  relinquishing  its 
“codes,”  under  which  actors,  writers,  di- 
rectors and  other  craftsmen  negotiated 
wage  scales  and  working  conditions  with 
the  producers.  These  have  all,  long  since, 
been  scrapped.  Prom  that  time  on,  the 
Academy  has  endeavored  to  remain  a 
non-political  body,  confining  its  activity 
to  technical  and  cultural  research;  an  im- 
portant cog  in  which  is  the  Research  Coun- 
cil. Major  chore  at  present  is  the  pilot- 
ing of  the  Film  Society,  which  presents 
weekly  programs  of  foreign  films  and  pic- 
tures not  in  general  release  for  the  edifi- 
cation of  those  holding  subscriptions. 
Screenings  are  held  in  the  Academy’s  re- 
view room  under  the  guidance  of  Keith 
Gledhill,  Academy  secretary,  and  will  con- 
tinue throughout  the  summer. 


confined  to  writers,  upper-bracket  actors, 
soundmen,  directors  and  cameramen;  un- 
der which  an  average  of  only  260  cases 
per  month  were  handled  during  1937;  and 
under  which  the  governing  body,  the  board 
of  trustees,  met  only  infrequently,  and  for 
months  at  a time  not  at  all. 

The  F\md’s  operating  deficit  of  $11,000 
for  1938  can  be  considered  something  of  an 
achievement  in  itself,  when  the  stagger- 
ing case  load,  involving  the  expenditure 
of  more  than  $245,000  for  the  year,  is 
taken  into  account.  Furthermore,  this 
debit  is  more  than  $9,000  under  the  deficit 
recorded  in  1937,  under  the  old  manage- 
ment, when  the  relief  outgo  totaled  only 
$150,000. 

Finance  Plan  Progressing 

The  Fund’s  most  constant  and  pressing 
problem — that  of  obtaining  sufficient  re- 
venue to  carry  out  its  program — seems  on 
the  road  to  being  solved.  Whereas  in  the 
past  the  MPRP’s  sole  income  came  from 
voluntary  financing,  in  which  industry 
figures  were  asked  to  sign  pledge  cards, 
the  new  deal  got  off  to  a substantial  start 
when  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  voted  that 
all  actor  members  earning  more  than  $100 
weekly  must  contribute  one-half  of  one 
per  cent  of  their  earnings  to  the  Fund’s 
coffers.  With  this  as  a precedent.  Fund 
leaders  hope  soon  to  be  on  the  receiving 
end  of  similarly  compulsory  contributions 
from  the  writers  and  directors  and,  ulti- 
mately, from  all  studio  workers.  Further- 
more, a plan  is  being  worked  out  whereby 
the  producers,  both  locally  and  in  the 
major  studios’  homeoffices,  will  contribute 
from  $75,000  to  $100,000  yearly  to  take 
care  of  the  Fund’s  permanent  relief  cases, 
which  now  total  nearly  one-fifth  of  the 
entire  load.  Favorable  action  on  the  pro- 
ject, as  worked  out  by  James  Roosevelt  in 
conference  with  New  York  production  ex- 
ecutives, is  expected  within  two  months. 

Another  years-old  dream,  whose  rapid 
approach  to  reality  is  creditable  entirely 
to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Fund’s  new 
managers,  now  seems  certain  to  come  true 
within  two  years.  This  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a home  to  care  for  aged  and  im- 
employable  film  workers  who  are  on  the 
verge  of  destitution.  Of  the  $500,000 
deemed  necessary  for  its  construction  and 
maintenance — considered  unattainable  in 
the  past — approximately  $298,000  has  been 
collected  in  the  year-and-a-half  period 
since  the  MPRF  was  rejuvenated.  The 
bulk  of  this  has  come  from  the  SAG- 
MPRF  radio  show,  which  nets  the  Fund 
$10,000  weekly  and  the  option  on  which, 
Fund  leaders  anticipate,  will  shortly  be 
lifted  for  another  year.  Handled  as  a 
separate  entity,  this  income  goes  directly 
into  government  bonds  as  a trust  fund. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  15,  1939 


H 


25 


USTG  Files  Petition  With  NLRB 
For  Bargaining  Agent  Pact 


Emphatically  denying  any  affiliation 
with,  or  acceptance  of  financial  support 
from  the  Committee  on  Industrial  Organ- 
ization, the  United  Studio  Technicians 
Guild  of  North  America  has  filed  a peti- 
tion with  the  national  labor  relations 
board  requesting  certification  as  bargain- 
ing agent  for  cameramen,  technicians, 
electricians,  prop  workers  and  laboratory 
workers.  Petition  came  as  a reiteration 
of  the  USTG’s  new  challenge  to  American 
Federation  of  Labor  control  over  some 
12,000  studio  workers.  Blanket  refuta- 
tion of  hints  that  the  USTG  may  be  used 
as  a wedge  by  the  CIO  to  gain  entrance 
into  the  film  labor  picture  came  from 
Charles  Katz,  attorney  for  the  Guild. 

Report  CIO  Support 

An  authoritative  source,  however,  said 
that  the  CIO  had  offered  financial  sup- 
port to  the  USTG  in  its  recognitional 
fight.  This  informant  told  Boxoffice 
that,  moreover,  the  CIO  informed  USTG 
leaders  that  if  they  accepted  such  support 
and  won  their  battle,  they  then  would  be 
permitted  the  choice  of  either  affiliating 
with  the  CIO  or  of  preserving  their  inde- 
pendence; in  which  latter  case  the  funds 
advanced  by  the  CIO  would  be  returned. 
Katz,  however,  was  vehement  in  denying 
that  the  CIO  had  entered  the  picture  in 
any  shape  or  form. 

Autonomy  of  the  Guild,  which  was  in- 
corporated some  three  months  ago,  was 
reaffirmed  at  a mass  meeting  attended 
by  more  than  500  members.  Expansion 
of  its  membership  drive  and,  establish- 
ment of  local  headquarters  were  discussed. 
The  NLRB  has  taken  no  action  on  the 
USTG’s  petition  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Towne  Nylander,  regional  director,  who 
is  in  Washington,  D.C.  Katz  declared 
names  of  the  USTG’s  officers  would  be 
withheld  until  the  NLRB  hearing  is  sched- 
uled. 

Bulk  of  the  USTG’s  membership,  Katz 
claims,  was  drawn  from  Technicians  Lo- 
cal 37,  lATSE,  whose  charter  was  revoked 
by  the  lA  international  and  control  of 
which  is  being  fought  for  by  the  lA  and 
the  local  ousted  officers  in  superior  court. 

Five  Locals  Seek  Pacts 
, Undeterred  by  the  USTG’s  action,  how- 
ever, the  five  new  lATSE  locals  formed 
with  the  collapse  of  Local  37  a,re  pressing 
for  negotiation  of  bargaining  agreements 
with  the  producers.  Sound  technicians, 
laboratory  workers  and  photographers 
have  already  submitted  demands  to  the 
producers’  association. 

Most  inextricably  entangled  in  the  pic- 
ture are  the  studio  cameramen,  whose 
jurisdiction  is  claimed  by  three  unions — 
the  USTG,  the  lATSE  and  the  American 
Society  of  Cinematographers.  The  ASC 
has  just  secured  a new  five-year  working 
agreement  with  the  producers,  which 
would  have  to  be  set  aside  in  the  event 
either  the  USTG  or  the  lATSE  success- 
■fully  pushed  their  claims. 

Urging  that  he  order  the  studio  to  ac- 
cept terms  of  the  contract,  the  Screen  Di- 
rectors Guild  has  wired  Herbert  Yates, 


currently  in  New  York,  following  rejection 
by  Republic  executives  of  the  SDG  con- 
tract. The  closed  shop  agreement  was 
turned  down  by  P.  H.  Goldstein  and  A1 
Wilson,  production  manager,  on  grounds 
that  the  wage  increases  called  for  would 
tilt  production  costs  too  high.  Republic 
is  the  first  plant,  so  far,  to  reject  the 
proposed  working  agreement. 

Meantime  an  early  decision  in  the  eight- 
week-old  Local  37-IATSE  trial  was  ex- 
pected to  be  handed  down  by  Judge  Henry 
M.  Willis  as  the  lA  neared  completion  of 
its  portion  of  the  battle,  defending  the 
legality  of  its  seizure  of  the  local  last 
March  13  on  grounds  an  “extreme  emer- 
gency” existed. 

The  state  labor  commission  has  taken 
under  submission  the  charges  filed  by 
Robert  Jahns,  member  of  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Film  Editors,  alleging 
Harry  Webb,  independent  producer,  forc- 
ed him  to  “kick  back”  a portion  of  his 
wages  for  a three-week  cutting  assign- 
ment. Leonard  Janofsky,  SMPFE  attor- 
ney, is  handling  the  case  for  Jahns,  al- 
though the  Society  itself  has  taken  no 
action  in  connection  with  the  complaint. 

Still  far  apart  on  their  respective  de- 
mands for  wage  scales  and  working  condi- 
tions, negotiating  committees  for  the 
Screen  Publicists  Guild  and  the  producers 
were  scheduled  to  make  another  effort  to 
get  together. 

Await  Dr.  Nylander's  Return 

Absence  of  Dr.  Nylander  has  forced  the 
NLRB  to  postpone  a membership  certifi- 
cation hearing  on  the  Screen  Cartoon 
Guild  until  July  27.  The  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Artists  Managers  Guild  is 
preparing  a new  draft  of  changes  to  be 
requested  in  the  Screen  Actors  Guild’s 
proposed  agent-licensing  program  for  sub- 
mission to  the  SAG.  The  SAG  director- 
ate, approving  the  verdict  of  the  Guild’s 
trial  board,  has  indefinitely  suspended 
Eddie  Aquilina,  a Class  B player,  for  with- 
holding the  name  of  a casting  director 
whom  Aquilina  asserted  had  told  him  he 
would  receive  no  more  calls  because  the 
SAG  endeavored  to  collect  a full-time 
check  for  him  when  a “weather-permit- 
ting” call  was  cancelled.  Kenneth  Thom- 
son, SAG  executive  secretary,  has  gone  to 
New  York  to  attend  a hearing  on  charges 
preferred  against  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Actors  by  the  Associated  Actors  and 
Artistes  of  America,  of  which  he  is  a vice- 
president. 

Arrival  here  of  Allen  Wilson  as  special 
attorney  for  the  national  labor  relations 
board,  replacing  Bernard  Alpert,  appar- 
ently will  not  change  the  status  of  the 
Screen  Writers  Guild’s  NLRB  complaint 
against  the  producers,  although  Wilson  re- 
ported that  he  will  “look  into”  the  writ- 
ers’ situation  as  a part  of  his  still  un- 
assigned duties.  The  NLRB  has  not  yet 
set  a date  for  reopening  the  SWG-pro- 
ducer  hearing,  which  was  scheduled  when 
producer-writer  negotiations  toward  peace- 


No  Closed  Shop 
For  Metro 

Probably  reflecting  the  decision  of 
all  major  studios,  M-G-M  has  declared 
openly  it  will  not  sign  any  closed  shop 
agreement  with  labor  unions.  The  at- 
titude is  thought  to  be  the  result  of  a 
circuit  court  decision  holding  employes 
cannot  be  forced  to  join  or  withdraw 
from  any  union  in  the  event  a studio 
signs  a closed  shop  pact  with  another 
union. 

Studio  publicists  and  producers  still 
are  deadlocked  following  conferences 
on  the  publicists'  bargaining  demands. 
Studio  managers,  however,  have  sched- 
uled another  immediately,  with  spokes- 
men declaring  an  agreement  soon  will 
be  reached.  It  is  reported  the  pact 
will  be  signed  on  a $100  scale,  with 
hours  to  depend  on  wage  minimums. 

Capra  and  Riskin  in 
Production  Venture 

Confirming  long-standing  reports  that 
such  a move  was  in  the  offing,  formation 
of  an  independent  production  unit  headed 
by  Frank  Capra  and  Robert  Riskin  has 
been  announced,  the  company  to  swing 
into  action  when  Riskin  has  returned  from 
a European  vacation  in  September.  No 
release  channels  for  their  product  have 
been  set.  Capra  will  leave  Columbia, 
after  13  years  with  the  studio,  when  he 
has  completed  editing  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,”  his  final  production-direc- 
tion chore  for  the  company. 

The  Capra-Riskin  director-writer  team 
at  Columbia  was  split  about  a year  ago 
when  Riskin  joined  Samuel  Goldwyn  as  a 
production  executive.  However,  he  termi- 
nated the  Goldwyn  association  recently 
after  a year  with  the  United  Artists  pro- 
ducer. 

Sam  Katzman’s  1938-39  series  of  west- 
erns starring  Tim  McCoy  has  been  wound 
up  with  completion  of  “Fighting  Rene- 
gades.” The  Victory  producer  shortly  will 
launch  “Kid  Racketeers,”  first  in  a series 
of  melodramas  starring  James  Dunn,  for 
the  new  season. 


"U"  Assigns  Schuster 

Universal  has  signed  Harold  Schuster 
to  direct  “Before  Your  Eyes,”  a George 
Yohalem  production,  scheduled  to  roll  in 
August. 


ful  settlement  of  their  dispute  reached  an 
impasse.  The  SWG  charges  producers 
are  guilty  of  coercion,  intimidation  and 
refusal  to  bargain. 

Screen  Readers  Guild  and  the  producers 
have  reportedly  reached  a tentative  agree- 
ment on  the  SRG’s  bargaining  demands. 
Chief  problem  has  been  the  establishment 
of  wage  scales  and  working  conditions 
amicable  to  both  parties. 
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PRICELESS 

QUALITIES 


NEW  film  emulsions  are  indispensable  to 
motion  pieture  progress,  but  only  proved 
reliability  and  uniformity  make  them 
praeticable.  Eastman  Plus-X^  Super-XX^ 
and  Background-X  have  those  prieeless 
qualities — henee  the  everyday  use  they 
are  enjoying  throughout  the  industry. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
(J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort 
Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 


PLIJS-X 


SUPER-XX 


for  general  studio  use 


for  all  difficult  shots 


BACKGROUND-X 


for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  Mcork 
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GN  Financial  Crisis 
Absorbs  Employes 


Whether  or  not  the  death-warrant  for 
Grand  National  as  a producing-distribut- 
ing  organization  is  soon  to  be  signed,  or 
whether  additional  financing  may  be  se- 
cured through  some  channel  to  give  the 
ailing  company  a new  lease  on  its  corpor- 
ate existence,  is  furnishing  the  chief  topic 
of  conversation  and  conjecture  for  former 
GN  studio  employes  who  were  removed 
from  the  payroll  last  week. 

The  question  of  GN’s  destiny  is  expected 
to  be  answered  at  a scheduled  stockhold- 
ers’ meeting  in  New  York,  in  which  E.  W. 
Hammons,  GN  president,  and  PYanklyn 
Warner,  head  of  Fine  Arts  Pictures,  will 
participate.  Warner,  who  has  been  here 
about  ten  days  after  several  weeks  of  con- 
ferences with  Hammons  in  the  east,  plans 
to  return  to  New  York  for  the  meeting. 

Meanwhile  Ted  Richmond,  GN  studio 
publicity  director,  and  his  assistant,  Harry 
Mills;  Maxine  Welch;  Leon  Kaplan,  studio 
attorney,  and  a number  of  other  employes 
have  been  dropped  from  the  payroll.  Miss 
Welch  has  been  transferred  to  Arcadia 
Productions,  a subsidiary  GN  unit  which 
produced  three  films  for  GN. 

In  a production  capacity,  GN  has  been 
idle  for  several  months.  Last  picture  to 
be  made  was  “Isle  of  Destiny,”  a Pine 
Arts  effort  for  which  no  release  has  been 
set.  Fate  of  a projected  series  of  west- 
erns starring  Max  Baer  for  GN  release  is 
expected  to  be  determined  during  the 
course  of  the  eastern  parleys. 

Meanwhile,  another  step  toward  the  re- 
organization of  a former  GN  operating 
affiliate.  Condor  Pictures,  was  taken  when 
the  Condor  Corp.,  liquidating  agent  for 
the  bankrupt  company,  was  granted  per- 
mission by  the  Securities  and  Exchange 


Lured  to  Films — 

Walter  Hampden  (left),  “grand  old 
veteran”  of  the  legitimate  stage,  who 
will  make  his  film  dehut  in  RKO 
Radio’s  “The  Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame,”  has  a final  discussion  with  Ar- 
thur Willi,  eastern  talent  scout  for 
RKO,  before  departing  for  Hollywood. 


Commission  to  issue  120,000  shares  of 
Class  A stock,  45,000  shares  of  Class  B 
and  26,000  shares  of  common.  This  is  in 
accordance  with  the  provisos  of  the  re- 
organization plan  devised  by  Attorneys 
Felix  M.  Cunningham  and  Lloyd  Tara- 
day,  worked  out  in  cooperation  with  a com- 
mittee of  unsecured  creditors. 

Expected  back  from  New  York  to  begin 
assembling  a production  staff  was  Rich- 
ard A.  Rowland,  veteran  producer,  who 
went  east  to  negotiate  a deal  for  re-enter- 
ing film-making  activity  with  a United 
Artists  release.  Rowland’s  last  position 
was  an  executive  manager  of  Edward 
Small  Productions.  Previous  to  that  he 
was  a producer  at  Paramount. 


' 

At  Preview  of  "Music" — 

The  camera  catches  three  of  the  many  film  colony  socialites  who  attended 
the  Hollywood  preview  of  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “They  Shall  Have  Music”  at 
the  Beverly  Hills  Theatre.  This  group  comprises  Mrs.  Gary  Cooper,  left; 
Cooper,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Fonda. 


Miguel  Torres  Has  Mexican 
Government  Aid  lor  Film 

As  an  aftermath  of  the  out-of-court  set- 
tlement of  Miguel  C.  Torres’  $1,000,000 
federal  court  suit  against  Warner,  in  which 
he  charged  Warner  had  pirated  portions 
of  his  “Maximilian  and  Carlotta”  for  use 
in  “Juarez,”  announcement  has  been  made 
that  Torres  will  next  produce  “Cortez  and 
Montezuma”  in  both  English  and  Span- 
ish, the  latter  version  to  be  financed  by 
the  National  Bank  of  Mexico. 

Mexican  government  support  for  the 
venture,  portions  of  which  will  be  filmed 
in  Technicolor,  was  secured  by  Torres  in 
a parley  with  President  Lazaro  Cardenas 
in  Tijuana,  at  which  the  Mexican  political 
leader  granted  Torres  permission  to  bring 
his  production  equipment  below  the  bor- 
der, and  use  of  the  Mexican  army,  Mexi- 
can Youth  Athletic  Ass’n  and  the  National 
Museurfi.  Torres  will  launch  production 
in  September  after  completing  construc- 
tion of  a replica  of  the  ancient  palace  of 
Montezuma,  to  be  built  near  Tijuana.  Sit- 
ting in  on  the  Torres-Cardenas  huddles 
were  Buen  Rostro,  secretary  of  commerce, 
and  Augustin  AiToyo  Ch.,  head  of  Mex- 
ico’s public  relations  di visions  No  release 
has  been  set. 

Settlement  of  the  Warner-Torres  bat- 
tle, negotiations  toward  which  had  been 
underway  for  some  time,  calls  for  War- 
ner to  take  over  Torres’  “Maximilian  and 
Carlotta”  for  world  distribution,  giving  it 
publicity  and  exploitation  handling  on  a 
footing  with  any  of  its  own  productions. 
Warner  will  release  the  Spanish  version 
in  Mexico  in  September.  No  schedule  has 
been  set  for  other  countries  as  yet. 


Major  Production  at  Even 
Keel  lor  Third  Week 

For  the  third  successive  week,  produc- 
tion in  the  major  film  plants  remains 
steady,  with  47  shooting  and  11  more  be- 
ing readied  for  immediate  starts. 

Columbia  boosted  its  total  to  three,  by 
launching  “Konga.”  Metro  gunned  “Danc- 
ing Coed”  and  “The  Return  of  the  Thin 
Man”  but  finished  “These  Glamour  Girls” 
and  “The  Women”  to  hold  to  a ten-picture 
total.  Monogram  rolled  “Irish  Luck”  to 
register  two  in  work. 

Harry  Sherman  placed  “Medicine  Show” 
in  production  for  Paramount,  giving  the 
studio  an  aggregate  of  eight.  A trio  went 
before  RKO  Radio  cameras — “The  Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame,”  “Allegheny  Fron- 
tier” and  “The  Fighting  Gringo.”  At  the 
same  time,  “Conspiracy”  went  into  the 
cutting  rooms.  Six  are  in  production  on 
the  lot.  Republic  continued  filming  two, 
with  no  new  starts  scheduled. 

20th  Century-Fox  resumed  production 
of  the  postponed  “Here  I Am  a Stranger” 
and  completed  “Frontier  Marshal”  to 
emerge  with  six  in  production.  Universal 
launched  “Outlawed  Marshal”  but  sent 
“Underpup,”  “Hawaiian  Nights”  and  “Un- 
expected Father”  into  the  cutting  rooms, 
thus  listing  four  in  work.  United  Artists 
producers  scheduled  no  new  starts,  with 
UA’s  production  aggregate  standing  at 
four.  Warner  shoved  off  “20,000  Years  in 
Sing  Sing”  to  boost  its  total  to  eight. 
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POLITICS,  always  credited  with 
making  strange  bedfellows,  doesn’t 
overlook  production  and  distribu- 
tion deals  in  its  assortment  of  apparently 
inexplicable  associations.  Witness  the  re- 
cently consummated  agreement  between 
Warner  Bros,  and  Miguel  C.  Torres,  pro- 
ducer of  “The  Mad  Empress,”  nee  “Maxi- 
milian and  Carlotta.” 

For  many  months  Torres  has  struggled 
to  bring  to  the  screen  his  film  version 
of  the  ill-fated  Mexican  monarchy.  After 
countless  delays,  attributable  largely  to 
lack  of  sufficient  financing,  the  picture 
was  completed.  It  was  shown  to  Holly- 
wood critics  whose  consensas  of  opinion 
could  hardly  be  called  laudatory.  Unsuc- 
cessfully, the  Mexican  producer  under- 
took to  establish  distribution  for  his  film. 

At  the  same  time  Warner  Bros,  com- 
pleted its  high-budgeted  and  lavishly-pro- 
duced “Juarez,”  based  generally  on  the 
same  subject.  The  splendor,  high-power- 
ed ballyhoo  and  unstinting  advertising 
campaign  which  accompanied  the  pre- 
miere and  general  release  of  the  Paul 
Muni-Bette  Davis  epic  is  now  history. 
Torres,  with  an  overlong  feature  on  his 
hands  and  no  release,  had  previously  filed 
a $1,000,000  plagiarism  suit  against  the 
Preres  Warner  with  indications  that  he 
and  his  associates  would  die  of  old  age  or 
starvation  before  the  merits  of  his  claim 
could  be  tested  in  the  courts. 

Then,  out  of  a clear  sky,  came  the  an- 
nouncement of  an  out-of-court  settlemeht 
of  the  Torres-Warner  suit,  the  terms  of 
which  provided  that  in  return  for  the 
withdrawal  of  the  plagiarism  charges,  the 
Burbank  studio  will  assume  certain  of 
Torres’  obligations,  as  well  as  “The  Mad 
Empress.”  It  was  further  provided — and 
this  is  most  important— that  Warner  must 


distribute,  release  and  exploit  the  feature 
as  carefully  and  thoroughly  as  one  of  its 
own  productions. 

The  foregoing  details  have  been  widely 
publicized.  Little,  if  anything,  however, 
has  been  printed  regarding  the  reliably- 
sourced  reports  that  the  Warner  decision 
to  amicably  negotiate  with  Torres  was 
largely  attributable  to  pressure  from  La- 
zaro  Cardenas,  president  of  Mexico  and 
sponsor  of  the  producer  from  below  the 
border:  which  influence  was  reportedly 
accompanied  by  intimation  that  Mexico — 
a sizeable  slice  of  what  remains  of  foreign 
markets — might  frown  upon  an  American 
production  company  which  it  considered 
guilty  of  unfair  treatment  of  a favored, 
popular  and  strongly-connected  son. 

So  politics  perfects  another  singular 
liaison — and  apparently  everybody  wins. 
Warner  rids  itself  of  the  nuisance  of  a 
plagiarism  suit,  attains  a film  to  distri- 
bute and  retains  the  goodwill  of  the  neigh- 
boring republic.  Torres  gets  out  from  un- 
der, sees  financial  daylight  and  establishes 
himself  in  Hollywood  as  a fellow  with 
whom  to  be  reckoned  when  Mexican  pro- 
duction and  distribution  matters  are  ap- 
proached. 


But  wait.  Maybe  there  are  losers  in 
this  little  game  of  international  celluloid 
poker.  There  are  the  showmen  and  thea- 
tre patrons  who  will  respectively  exhibit 
and  attend  a feature  the  need  for  which — 
in  view  of  “Juarez”  may  be  questioned. 

Man-Bites-Dog-Department : 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  broadcasts  the 
news  that  the  company  has  decided  to  pick 
up  option  on  Shirley  Temple  for  another 
year. 

With  A1  Rosen  still  in  the  east  trying  to 
raise  iunds  lor  the  production  of  his  long- 
projected  and  comparably  long-delayed 
"Mad  Dog  of  Europe/'  an  announcement  from 
Ben  Judell's  new  company  informs  that  "Pro- 
ducers Pictures  takes  the  bit  into  its  hands 
and  plunges  into  the  international  scene  with 
‘Hitler — The  Beast  of  Berlin' " Independent 
contribution  to  Hollywood's  on-agoin-off- 
again  Americanization  program  is  assuming 
a slightly  zoological  aspect.  Incidentally,  the 
bit-into-hands  mixed  metaphor  is  a typical 
Jerry  Olenickian  origin. 

Metro  has  just  completed  a tieup  with 
the  National  Live  Stock  and  Meat  Board 
in  connection  with  the  Pete  Smith  Spec- 
ialty, “Culinary  Carving.”  Max  O.  Cul- 
len, carving  expert  of  NLSMB,  is  featured 
in  the  subject. 

No  matter  how  thin  you  slice  it  . . . 

Hal  Roach’s  ‘‘The  Housekeeper’s  Daugh- 
ter” and  Paramount’s  “The  Farmer’s 
Daughter”  appear  on  current  production 
lineups. 

Signalizing  a revival  of  the  time-honor- 
ed “Traveling  Salesmen”  stories? 


Hardys,  Heifetz  and  Hackneyed 


The  Hardy  Clan,  royal  family  of  series 
pictures,  has  done  it  again,  the  latest 
celluloid  chapter  of  their  adventures — this 
one  dealing  with  an  attack  of  spring  fever 
encountered  by  adolescent  Andy — being 
generally  acclaimed  the  best  of  a four-pic- 
ture preview  schedule  to  which  the  re- 
viewers were  subjected.  With  but  one  im- 
portant change  in  the  production  setup, 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke  replacing  George  Seitz  at 
the  megaphone,  the  latest  chapter  in  the 
Hardys’  affairs  carries  with  it  all  of  the 
entertainment  assets  that  have  made  the 
pictures  favorites  with  nearly  every  thea- 
tre-goer. In  point  of  general  excellence,  it 
probably  ranks  second  only  to  the  im- 
mensely popular  “Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy.” 
Van  Dyke’s  direction  is  typically  crisp  and 
to  the  point  and,  per  custom,  Mickey 
Rooney  wraps  up  the  acting  accolades  in  a 
splendidly  tailored  role.  Kay  Van  Riper’s 
screenplay  packs  a full  load  of  the  same 
warm,  human  elements  for  which  previous 
entries  in  the  series  were  distinguished 
and,  all  in  all,  “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever”  can  be  counted  another  definite 
hit  from  Leo  and  from  Producer  Lou 
Ostrow. 


Debuting  with  more  splendor  and  prob- 
ably more  important  from  a budgetary 
viewpoint  was  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “They 
Shall  Have  Music.”  Lovers  of  fine  music 
will  doubtless  acclaim  it  a rare  treat,  what 
with  the  presence  of  Jascha  Heifetz,  world- 
famed  violinist,  and  the  talented  Cali- 
fornia Junior  Symphony  Orchestra  in  the 
cast;  while  a thoroughly  human  story  and 
a top-flight  roster  of  acting  talent  should 
insure  its  successful  reception  by  the  rank- 
and-file  of  fans  who  would  doubtless  be 
able  to  get  along  very  well  without  so 
much  musical  artistry.  However,  Joel 
McCrea,  Andrea  Leeds  and  Walter  Bren- 
nan find  themselves  with  very  little  to  do, 
as  the  major  Thespic  burden  falls  upon 
Moppet  Gene  Reynolds.  Heifetz  himself 
is  no  actor,  a shortcoming  which  was  wise- 
ly provided  for  in  the  ingenious  script  by 
Irmgard  Von  Cube  and  John  Howard  Law- 
son.  Production  embellishments  are  well 
in  line  with  the  Goldwyn  standards,  the 
associate  producer  responsibilities  being 
handled  by  Robert  Riskin,  and  Archie 
Mayo’s  direction  makes  the  most  of  the 
opportunities  presented  him. 


In  the  second  division  came  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s “News  Is  Made  at  Night,”  a 
racy  newspaper  melodrama  featuring  the 
reliable  Preston  Foster.  Although  con- 
stantly hanging  over  the  border-line  of 
credibility,  it  was  breezily  handled  by  Di- 
rector A1  Werker  under  the  production 
supervision  of  Edward  Kaufman  and 
should  be  able  to  pass  muster  as  solid 
program  material.  John  Francis  Larkin 
scripted. 

* * * 

Despite  the  high-priced  gams  to  be 
found  in  its  title — which,  incidentally, 
were  in  no  way  related  to  the  story — 
Paramount’s  “Million  Dollar  Legs”  limped 
in  trailing  far  behind  the  limited  field. 
The  humorless  script  by  Richard  English 
and  Lewis  R.  Foster  is  based  on  the  cam- 
pus capers  of  a group  of  youngsters  pre- 
pared to  die  for  dear  old  Middleton — and, 
after  the  first  reel,  most  audiences  will 
wish  they  had.  The  cast  is  lustreless  and 
the  desired  collegiate  atmosphere  failed  to 
materialize  in  either  the  scenario  or  in 
Nick  Grinde’s  direction.  William  C. 
Thomas  was  the  producer. 
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William  H.  Pine,  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  as- 
sociate producer,  has  returned  from  Re- 
gina, Saskatchewan,  where  he  obtained 
promises  of  cooperation  for  the  filming 
of  DeMille’s  next  feature,  based  on  the 
activities  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  . . . Raymond  Massey  will  report  to 
RKO  Radio  August  1 to  start  work  in  “Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois.”  He  was  to  leave  the 
cast  of  the  stage  play  in  New  York  July 
15  and  fly  to  Del  Monte  for  a two-week 
vacation  before  coming  here. 

★ 

Edward  Sutherland  has  returried  from 
a trip  to  Seattle,  where  he  looked  over  the 
ground  for  possible  location  sights  for  his 
directorial  assignment  for  Boris  Morros 
. . . William  Keighley  and  his  wife,  Gene- 
vieve Tobin,  are  back  from  an  extended 
vacation  abroad. 

* 

Director  Bernard  Vorhaus  returned  from 
a short  business  trip  to  New  York  . . . 
Orry-Kelly,  Warner’s  head  designer,  is  en 
route  to  Australia  for  a vacation  . . . Back 
from  a New  York  business  junket  is  Major 
Nathan  Levinson,  head  of  the  Warner 
sound  department  . . . Louis  B.  Mayer 
played  host  at  M-G-M  to  Gov.  Herbert 
R.  O’Conor  of  Maryland,  paying  a whirl- 
wind visit  to  the  coast  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  official  party. 

★ 

Bryan  Foy  has  returned  from  two  weeks 
in  New  York,  where  the  Warner  producer 
caught  the  new  Broadway  shows  . . . 
Granted  leave  from  his  current  film  chore, 
Bing  Crosby  and  his  wife,  Dixie  Lee, 
trained  for  Boston  to  watch  his  horse, 
Ligaroti,  run  in  the  Massachusetts  Handi- 
cap at  Suffolk  Downs.  The  Crosbys  re- 
turn July  18  ...  To  discuss  production 
deals  for  films  to  be  made  in  the  east, 
Charles  Glett,  of  Eastern  Service  Studios, 
is  a film  colony  visitor. 


Winding  up  an  extended  eastern  vaca- 
tion, Mark  Sandrich  has  checked  in  at 
Paramount  to  begin  work  under  his  new 
producer-director  contract  . . . Luncheon 
and  a tour  of  the  studio  was  the  welcome 
extended  George  Fitzpatrick,  publisher  of 
an  Australian  motion  picture  trade  paper, 
when  he  visited  Paramount. 

★ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Robinson  are 
planning  to  sail  from  New  York  for  a 
European  vacation  July  28,  returning  a 
month  later,  when  Robinson’s  next  War- 
ner acting  assignment  is  scheduled  to  be- 
gin . . . Vacationing  for  a week  at  Yo- 
semite  National  Park  is  William  Berke, 
Republic  associate  producer. 

★ 

Carl  Esmond,  having  completed  a 
Metro  acting  assignment,  is  doing  an  Izaak 
Walton  off  the  coast  of  Mexico  . . . Don- 
ald Crisp  has  pulled  out  for  a European 
vacation.  He  plans  to  visit  England,  Den- 
mark and  Prance  and  will  be  gone  14 
weeks  . . . Music  in  motion  pictures  was 
discussed  before  2,000  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Educational  Ass’n  by  Max  Steiner, 
Warner  composer,  in  a meeting  at  War- 
ner’s Hollywood  Theatre.  Talk  was  illus- 
trated with  scenes  from  several  Warner 
films  . . . Crane  Wilbur,  Warner  director- 
writer,  addressed  a meeting  of  the  B’nai 
B’rith  at  the  Ebell  Theatre.  Three  of  the 
studio’s  historical  featurettes  were 
screened. 

* 

Mrs.  Ernst  Lubitsch  was  tendered  a 
farewell  party  by  her  director -husband  on 
the  eve  of  her  departure  for  a vacation  in 
England  and  France.  She  will  take  the  new 
Lubitsch  baby  with  her.  Her  husband 
plans  to  join  her  abroad  if  picture  com- 
mitments will  allow  it. 


SMPE  Hears  Television 
Authority  at  Meet 

In  its  first  dinner  meeting  in  several 
years,  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture 
Engineers  convened  to  hear  an  address 
by  Harry  R.  Lubcke,  television  director  for 
the  Mutual-Don  Lee  network,  on  the  topic 
“The  Present  Status  of  Television  in  the 
United  States.”  Affair  was  handled  by 
Loren  L.  Ryder,  chairman  of  the  SMPE’s 
Pacific  Coast  section. 

Lubcke  has  just  returned  from  an  ex- 
tensive tour  of  eastei'n  television  centers 
and  is  the  inventor  of  many  basic  sight- 
and-sound  patents. 


Assign  Harry  Brown 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  assigned 
Harry  Joe  Brown  to  produce  “Shadows  in 
the  Valley,”  a story  by  the  late  S.  S.  Van 
Dine  which  was  written  as  a Sonja  Henie 
vehicle.  It  will  follow  “Everything  Hap- 
pens at  Night”  on  Miss  Henie’s  schedule. 


Paramount  Planning  Gala 
"Geste"  Press  Premiere 

Paramount  is  working  out  elaborate 
plans  for  the  press  premiere  of  the  Wil- 
liam A.  Wellman  production,  “Beau  Geste,” 
scheduled  for  July  18.  The  Carthay  Circle 
Theatre  has  been  taken  over  for  the  oc- 
casion. Stars  and  executives  of  Para- 
mount and  other  studios,  Wellman  and 
principal  players  in  “Beau  Geste”  and 
other  notables  will  mingle  with  the  press. 
A public  address  system  will  be  installed 
and  plans  for  a network  broadcast  are  be- 
ing made. 


Last  "Tailspin"  Set 

Fourth  and  last  in  the  “Tailspin  Tom- 
my” series  for  Monogi’am’s  1938-39  sched- 
ule will  be  “Air  Scouts,”  now  being 
scripted  for  Producer  Paul  Malvern  by 
Leonard  Fields.  It  goes  into  production 
August  15  with  John  Trent,  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds and  Milburn  Stone  repeating  in  the 
leads. 


New  Goldwyn  Publicity 
Head:  Other  Changes 

Effective  immediately,  Fred  Storm  has 
been  appointed  publicity  and  advertising 
director  for  Samuel  Goldwyn  Produc- 
tions, stepping  into  the  spot  vacated  re- 
cently by  Gregory  Dickson.  The  an- 
nouncement came  from  James  Roosevelt, 
Goldwyn’s  vice-president,  in  New  York. 
Storm  has  been  Washington  correspondent 
for  the  United  Press  for  a number  of 
years.  John  Miles,  who  has  been  acting 
head  of  Goldwyn’s  publicity  department, 
remains  on  the  staff. 

Mack  Gordon  and  Harry  Revel,  song- 
writing duo,  will  leave  20th  Century-Fox 
next  week  when  their  contract  expires. 
Gordon  has  a Metro  commitment  while 
Revel  has  announced  no  future  plans. 

Director  Lew  Landers  has  wound  up  his 
contract  and  left  RKO  Radio  after  three 
years  on  the  lot.  His  last  chore,  just 
completed,  was  “Conspiracy.” 

Max  Golden  has  terminated  his  affilia- 
tion with  Universal  as  an  associate  pro- 
ducer. Formerly  with  20th  Century-Fox, 
he  made  eight  pictures  for  Universal  dur- 
ing his  year  on  the  lot,  with  his  last, 
“Hawaiian  Nights,”  now  in  the  cutting 
room.  Golden  will  take  an  extended  va- 
cation before  announcing  future  plans. 

Cliff  Reid  jr.,  son  of  the  RKO  Radio 
producer,  has  been  added  to  Republic’s 
production  staff,  working  under  A1  Wil- 
son, production  manager. 

Seton  I.  Miller  has  departed  from  the 
Warner  payroll  after  four  years  as  a con- 
tract writer,  and  is  en  route  to  Honolulu 
and  the  Orient  for  a tour  of  several 
months.  His  last  chore  was  “The  Sea 
Hawk.” 


Darcy,  Purcell  in  "Luck" 

Leading  roles  in  Monogram’s  Frankie 
Darro  starrer,  “Irish  Luck,”  will  be  por- 
trayed by  Sheila  Darcy  and  Dick  Purcell. 
Film  will  mark  the  production  debut  of 
Grant  Withers,  with  Howard  Bretherton 
directing  from  a script  by  Mary  McCarthy. 


Frank  Ross  to  "Of  Mice" 

Associate  producer  on  Hal  Roach’s  “Of 
Mice  and  Men”  will  be  Frank  Ross,  for- 
mer story  editor  for  the  United  Artists 
producer.  Film  goes  before  the  cameras 
August  7 with  Lewis  Milestone  directing. 


Federal  Order  Binds 
FTP's  Foldup 

Finis  to  the  Federal  Theatre  Project 
in  Southern  California  has  been  written 
with  receipt  here  of  an  order  from 
Washington,  D.  C.,  removing  more  than 
1,100  workers  from  the  payroll  and  leav- 
ing only  those  persons  absolutely 
necessary  to  close  the  project  com- 
pletely by  July  31.  Liquidation  of  the 
FTP  here  is  under  the  direction  of 
Alexander  Leftwich,  southern  Califor- 
nia supervisor. 
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Hays  Says  Self-Rule 
Liberly  Guarantee 


“The  freedom  of  the  screen  which  must 
be  retained  is  not  only  the  proper  liberty 
of  the  creators  but  freedom  to  the  uni- 
versal public  which  they  serve.  The  un- 
derlying philosophy  of  the  self-regulation 
in  the  motion  picture  industry  always  has 
been  and  is  based  on  developing  the  great- 
est measure  of  liberty  for  the  public  to 
choose  its  entertainment  from  the  variety 
of  themes  posed  by  life  or  created  by 
literature.” 

And  “this  is  the  liberty,”  declared  Will 
H.  Hays,  speaking  over  the  radio  to  the 
convention  of  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  assembled  in  Atlantic  City, 
“which  self-regulation  has  brought  to  the 
screen  and  this  is  the  right  which  we  pro- 
pose to  protect.” 

The  industry,  he  declared,  undertook  its 
job  of  self-government  by  methods 
thoroughly  American  in  character. 

“The  standards  required  were  human 
standards,  the  relationships  involved  were 
with  millions  of  men  and  women,  and 
children,  as  well  as  the  multitude  of  in- 
ternal relations  within  this,  the  most  high- 
ly competitive  business  in  the  world.  The 
product  to  be  subjected  to  self-regulation 
was  not  a product  of  factory,  field  or  mine. 
Motion  pictures  are  unique  in  the  family 
of  industries.  There  was  and  is  no  analogy 
to  the  usual  processes  of  manufacture, 
distribution  and  sale.  Artistry,  literature, 
talent,  color  and  sound  cannot  be  poured 
into  a vat  to  produce  cakes  of  entertain- 
ment.” 

Parallel  With  Press 

He  observed:  “If  the  motion  picture  had 
existed  when  the  Constitution  was  written, 
it  would  have  been  surrounded  by  the 
same  safeguards  which  were  devised  for 
the  press  and  speech.” 

Freedom  of  the  screen.  Hays  commented, 
“means  opportunity  to  attend  a theatre 
with  the  knowledge  that  the  entertainment 
to  be  presented  will  not  negative  the  in- 
fluence of  the  school,  the  church  and  the 
home;  the  certainty  that  pictures  bearing 
the  seal  of  self-regulation  will  not  violate 
the  canons  of  common  decency;  the  free- 
dom from  any  but  the  creative  artist’s 
best  efforts,  that  banality  shall  not  mas- 
querade as  art  or  entertainment. 

“It  is  indeed  vastly  important,  if  we  are 
surely  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  Re- 
public, that  the  freedom  of  these  instru- 
mentalities be  maintained.  The  immeasur- 
able importance  of  this  eventuality  deter- 
mines exactly  the  necessity  of  care  on  the 
part  of  those  who  happen  to  be  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  use  of  the  rights,  upon 
their  constant  realization  that  liberty  is 
not  license.  The  custodians  of  this  free- 
dom of  the  screen,  the  press  and  the  radio 
are  responsible  to  these  media  and  to  the 
great  public  they  serve  so  to  use  the  media 
that  their  freedom  will  be  maintained. 

“The  American  business  man  today  is 
entitled,  on  the  basis  of  his  proved  intelli- 
gence and  recognition  of  community  in- 
terests, to  reasonable  freedom  at  the  hands 
of  government,  freedom  to  work  out  the 
problems  that  are  equally  germane  to  the 


legitimate  successful  operation  of  business 
and  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  every 
working  man  and  every  working  man’s 
family.  I urge  that  the  method  employed 
shall  be  such  as  to  cause  the  result  to  co- 
incide with  the  intent.  I ask  for  reason- 
able freedom  for  American  business  to 
keep  abreast  of  changing  conditions  and 
to  erect  a more  stable  edifice  of  pros- 
perity.” 

Ben  JudelVs  First  Five  on 
Schedule  Announced 

First  five  pictures  on  the  independent 
production  schedule  of  Producers  Pictures 
Corp.,  headed  by  Ben  Judell,  have  been 
announced,  the  initialer  to  go  into  work 
July  24  with  the  remainder  following  in 
rapid  succession.  Hitting  the  starting  line 
on  that  date  will  be  “Texas  Renegades,” 
starring  Tim  McCoy  in  the  first  of  a series 
of  eight  westerns.  Next  will  be  “The  Man 
From  Oklahoma,”  featuring  George  Hous- 
ton, scheduled  as  the  initialer  in  a group 
of  eight  to  be  filmed  under  the  title  “Tales 
of  Billy  the  Kid.” 

August  lineup  includes  “Wanted  for 
Murder,”  a detective  melodrama,  and  “The 
Island  of  Fear,”  based  on  “A  Thousand 
Deaths,”  a melodrama  by  Jack  London. 
Casts  for  these  have  not  been  set. 

Next  will  be  a high-budgeter,  “Hitler — 
the  Beast  of  Berlin,”  which  Judell  de- 
clares will  be  an  expose  of  Nazi  barbar- 
ism. The  corporation  is  headquartering 
at  N.  Beachwood  Drive,  having  leased  an 
entire  building. 

The  output  for  1939-40  will  be  distribut- 
ed by  Judell’s  Producers  Distributing  Corp. 

» REVIEW 
FLASHES  » 

SHOULD  HUSBANDS  WORK?  (Rep)— Live- 
liest of  the  Higgins  Family  series  to  date, 
this  delivers  a full  measure  of  wholesome 
comedy  and  down-to-earth  situations. 
Speedy  pace  and  plenty  of  slapstick  antics 
by  the  Gleasons  should  assure  it  a warm 
welcome  in  neighborhood  houses.  Sol 
Siegel  produced;  Gus  Meins  directed. 

UNEXPECTED  FATHER  (Univ)— Baby  Sandy, 
phenomenal  infant  discovery,  tightens  the 
hold  on  the  hearts  of  picture  patrons  which 
the  baby's  debuting  picture  established;  in 
which  undertaking  scant  help  is  forth- 
coming from  the  merits  of  the  production, 
the  story,  or  the  supporting  cast,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Mischa  Auer,  who 
necessarily  struggles  for  the  laughs  which 
his  material  affords.  Ken  Goldsmith  pro- 
duced; Charles  Lament  directed. 

CORRECTION — Pat  O'Brien,  not  George 
O'Brien,  is  starred  in  Warner's  "Indian- 
apolis Speedway,"  which  is  reviewed  in 
this  week's  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


OPTIONS 


—Maury  Cohen 

GLORIA  DEHAVEN,  14-year-old  actress,  signs 
seven-year  acting  agreement,  subject  to  Superior 
Court  approval. 

—Metro 

RITA  JOHNSON,  actress,  given  one-year  exten- 
sion of  contract. 

ILONA  MASSEY  given  new  long-term  contract 
as  actress-singer. 

— Paraiiioimt 

LIND  HAYES  given  five-year  acting  contract 
and  a role  in  “Seventeen.” 

TED  REED,  director,  held  for  another  term. 
LEWIS  R.  POSTER  joins  writing  staff  In  the 
Haiold  Hurley  unit. 

JOSEPH  ALLEN  and  JUDITH  BARRETT. 
“Golden  Circle”  players,  given  one-year  contract 
extensions. 

MAX  TERR  signs  as  vocal  director  on  “Victor 
Herbert.” 

HANS  DREIER  signs  new  long-term  contract 
as  art  director.  He  has  been  with  the  studio  for 
16  years. 

WILLIAM  FRAWLEY  given  extension  on  act- 
ing contract. 

JOYCE  MATHEWS  and  AUDREY  MAYNARD, 
featured  players,  held  for  extended  terms. 

— ICepublic 

GUS  MEINS  signs  term  directorial  ticket  with 
“Covered  Trailer,”  a “Higgins  Family”  vehicle, 
as  his  first  assignment. 

— Edward  Small 

EDMUND  NORTH  signs  one-picture  writing 
ticket. 

— ‘iOth  Century-Fox 

M.  CLAY  ADAMS  transfers  to  writing  staff  on 
a one-picture  deal.  Previously  a story  assistant 
to  Producer  Sol  Wurtzel,  he  has  been  replaced  in 
that  spot  by  Manning  O’Connor. 

LILLIAN  PORTER,  stock  player,  held  for  an- 
other year. 

HENRY  KING,  director,  held  for  another  year. 
WILSON  COLLISON  signs  one-picture  writing 
deal. 

LIONEL  ATWTLL  held  for  another  term. 
GEORGE  NICHOLLS  jr.  signs  one-picture  di- 
rectorial deal  and  will  wield  the  megaphone  on 
“High  School,”  a forthcoming  Jane  Withers  ve- 
hicle. 

— Universal 

CHARLES  LAMONT  signed  to  long-term  di- 
rectorial contract.  He  has  just  completed  “Un- 
expected Father.” 

— ^Tl’arner  Bros. 

JAMES  CAGNEY  given  new  long  term  con- 
tract. Next  assignment,  tentatively,  is  “John 
Paul  Jones.” 

LEO  GORGEY,  one  of  the  “Dead  End”  kids, 
draws  new  term  pact. 

JANE  GILBERT,  sister  of  Margaret  Lindsay, 
signs  term  acting  contract. 

HERBERT  ANDERSON  and  GEORGE  WILCOX, 
stage  actors,  given  term  contracts. 

ROBERT  KENT  and  GEORGE  BOOTHBY  join 
writing  staff. 

Staub  to  Direct  Two-Reel 
Musical  for  Universal 

Ralph  Staub  has  signed  to  direct  the 
first  of  a series  of  13  two-reel  musicals  to 
be  produced  here  by  Universal  for  the 
1939-40  program.  Titled  “Pickled  Pinky,” 
it  features  Joy  Hodges  and  Pinky  Tomlin 
and  his  orchestra,  and  rolls  next  week. 
The  shorts,  until  this  year,  were  produced 
in  the  east.  Production  is  under  the  sup- 
ervision of  Milton  Schwarzwald. 


Farrow  on  "Reno" 

RKO  Radio  has  assigned  John  Farrow 
to  direct  “Reno,”  forthcoming  Richard 
Dix  starrer.  Robert  Sisk  will  produce  from 
a script  by  John  Twist.  Ellis  St.  Joseph 
wrote  the  original. 


Young  on  "Happy  Ending"  Music 

Victor  Young  will  write  the  musical 
scoi-e  and  conduct  the  recording  orchestra 
for  Paramount’s  “Happy  Ending”  under 
terms  of  an  assignment  handed  out  by 
Louis  Lipstone,  studio  music  director. 
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MPTO  of  Northwest  to 
Fight  Ascap  Claims 

Seattle — A special  meeting  has  just  been 
concluded  by  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre 
Owners  of  the  Northwest  for  plans  to 
contest  the  forthcoming  claims  of  Ascap. 

At  the  present  time  Ascap  is  preparing 
a test  case  in  Tacoma  in  an  endeavor  to 
obtain  an  injunction  to  stop  state  offi- 
cials from  interfering  with  their  collecting 
fees  from  theatres.  Tire  fees  they  de- 
mand date  back  from  August,  1928,  at 
which  time  the  state  legislatm-e  ruled 
against  the  society. 


Radio  Station-Telephone 
Quiz  for  Cash  Prizes 

Seattle — With  the  Oregon  state  courts 
banning  Bank  Night  and  other  similar 
games  as  a lottery,  interest  is  rife  in  Wash- 
ington, among  exhibitors,  as  to  the  future 
fate  of  such  games  here,  although  so  far 
no  complaint  has  been  registered. 

In  the  meantime.  Radio  Station  KOL 
has  started  a program  running  half  an 
hour  once  a week,  offering  cash  prizes  for 
answering  a phone  call  and  answering  a 
question.  Tire  procedure  is:  A telephone 
number  is  mentioned  over  the  air  with  the 
request  that  the  listener  call  the  radio 
station  within  five  minutes.  When  the  call 
is  made,  a question  is  asked.  If  the  per- 
son calling  in  answers  the  question  cor- 
rectly, he  is  mailed  a check  for  a given 
amount  of  money.  If  the  answer  is  incor- 
rect, the  money  is  then  applied  on  to  the 
following  week’s  program,  thereby  swelling 
the  amount  of  prize  money. 

Many  exhibitors  maintain  that  the  pyr- 
amiding of  the  prize  money  is  similar  to  a 
Bank  Night,  and  it  is  expected  that  similar 
ideas  will  be  offered  in  the  theatres,  worked 
from  phone  book  or  city  directory. 


Edwards  Chain  Opens  New 
House  in  Five  Points 

Five  Points,  Cal. — The  Tumbleweed 
Theatre,  new  800-seat  house  in  the  Jimmy 
Edwards  circuit,  is  open  for  operation. 
Opening  bill  comprised  Universal’s  “East 
Side  of  Heaven”  and  RKO  Radio’s  “The 
Saint  Strikes  Back.”  The  theatre  oper- 
ates on  a 25-cent  admission  policy. 


Grieme's  Omak  Opens 

Seattle — Charlie  Grieme  of  Wenatchee 
announces  the  opening  of  his  new  Omak 
Theatre  in  Omak,  Wash.,  on  July  12. 
Window  cards  calling  attention  to  the 
grand  opening  were  on  display  in  all  the 
local  film  exchanges.  Grieme  also  owns 
the  Vitaphone  and  Mission  in  Wenatchee. 


Spellman  on  Vacation 

Seattle — Martin  Spellman,  the  young 
picture  star  last  featured  in  Monogram’s 
“Streets  of  New  York,”  is  spending  his 
vacation  here. 


Court  Permits  Owner  to 
Operate  His  Projectors 


Seattle — In  the  case  of  the  White  Cen- 
tre Theatre  versus  the  Motion  Picture 
Theatre  Operators’  Union  in  the  superior 
court,  the  judge  handed  down  an  impor- 
tant and  far-reaching  decision.  The  judge 
maintained  that  an  owner  can  work  in 
his  own  booth  providing  he  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  maximum  hours  of  work,  as  called 
for  by  the  union.  In  the  case  of  the 
White  Centre  Theatre,  which  is  a subm’- 
ban  house,  the  maximum  hours  are  44  per 
week,  which  the  two  partners  had  been 
splitting  22  hours  each,  and  paying  a re- 
lief union  operator  for  any  hours  over 
that  period. 

The  case  was  brought  to  court  when  the 
imion  insisted  on  picketing  the  theatre 
as  unfair  as  to  the  amount  of  hours  that 
should  be  worked  by  a union  operator. 
Prior  to  this  decision,  theatre  owners  have 
been  working  only  the  amount  of  hours 
that  the  union  allowed  them. 


Phil  Haberl  Reelected  Head  of 
Exchange  Union  Local  B21 

Seattle — At  the  annual  election  for  of- 
ficers of  the  Exchange  Employes  Union, 
Local  B21,  Phil  Haberl  was  reelected  pres- 
ident. Stanley  Jackson  of  Paramount 
was  selected  for  vice-president.  Bob  Stans- 
berry of  Columbia  was  kept  in  the  office 
of  business  agent.  Bob  Kresge  of  Western 
Poster  and  Pat  Madigan  of  Metro  were 
elected  on  the  executive  board  at  large. 
Morton  Endert  was  reelected  sergeant-at- 
arms. 

Stanley  Jackson  was  selected  as  dele- 
gate to  the  Central  Labor  Council. 


Exhibitor  Visitor — 

Guests  on  the  set  of  Warner’s  “Career 
Man”  S.  R.  Gordon  and  his  family 
were  greeted  by  Brenda  Marshall,  sec- 
ond from  right,  who  has  a featured 
part  in  the  picture.  Gordon  operates 
the  Weaver  and  Rialto  theatres  in 
Boise,  Idaho. 


Poole  Vacations;  ITO 
Board  Meet  to  Wait 

Los  Angeles — Plans  for  a meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  Southern  California 
and  Arizona,  already  once  postponed,  have 
been  set  back  for  another  two  weeks,  as 
Robert  Poole,  executive  secretary  of  the 
organization,  has  embarked  on  a vacation 
for  that  length  of  time. 

Consequently  the  directorate’s  scrutiny 
of  the  revised  exhibitor-distributor  trade 
practice  agreement  and  its  probable  rati- 
fication must  be  delayed.  Particular  at- 
tention will  be  given  to  the  rewritten  ar- 
bitration clauses,  original  phrasing  of 
which  brought  forth  a rejection  of  the 
pact  by  the  ITO  some  months  ago.  If  ap- 
proved by  the  directors,  the  code  will  be 
submitted  to  the  membership’s  vote. 


Paramount-F&M  Sign  New 
Lease  on  L,  A,  Deluxer 

Los  Angeles — A new  long-term  lease  on 
the  Paramount  Theatre  has  been  signed 
with  Paramount-Publix  by  Fanchon  and 
Marco  and  Harry  Arthur,  operating  part- 
ners in  the  house.  The  new  deal,  which 
Arthur  termed  “satisfactory  in  every  way,” 
calls  for  extensive  remodeling  and  refur- 
nishing in  the  de  luxe  downtown  showcase, 
which  is  the  first-run  outlet  for  Para- 
mount product  in  this  territory. 

Arthur  and  F-M  operated  the  theatre 
for  the  past  seven  years.  Harry  Wallen 
is  the  manager. 


Intermountain  Takes  Over 
Two  Theatres  in  Logan 

Logan,  Utah  — Intermountain  Theatres 
has  taken  10 -year  leases  on  the  Roxy 
and  Grand,  formerly  operated  by  the 
Thatcher  interests,  making  four  houses 
operated  here  by  the  circuit  which  head- 
quarters in  Salt  Lake  City.  The  chain’s 
other  houses  here  are  the  Capitol  and 
Lyric,  to  be  reopened  early  in  the  fall. 

Interests  of  Intermountain  here  will 
continue  under  the  management  of  Earl 
Baughman.  Employes  of  the  former 
Thatcher  houses  will  be  retained. 


Loot  Northwest  Film  Club 
Second  Time:  Get  $200 

Seattle — The  quarters  of  the  Northwest 
Film  Club  were  entered  through  the  sky- 
light recently,  the  robbers  getting  about 
$200.  This  is  the  second  time  that  the 
club  has  been  robbed,  with  entrance  made 
in  the  same  manner.  Most  of  the  money 
was  taken  from  coin  machines. 


Gets  WB  Lineup 

Bell,  Cal. — The  Bell  Theatre,  operated 
by  Mrs.  Frank  Valuskis,  has  contracted 
for  Warner’s  1939-40  product  for  first- 
run  in  the  territory. 
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^HE  Oregon  Motion  Picture  golf  tourna- 
ment, first  in  three  years,  will  be  held 
at  the  Portland  Golf  Club  August  22  and 
23.  Open  to  exhibitors,  distributors  and 
theatre  equipment  men  and  women  from 
the  entire  Northwest,  the  tournament  is 
expected  by  members  of  the  committee  in 
charge  to  top  any  previous  Northwest 
tournament. 

There  will  he  a tournament  for  ladies, 
too,  with  special  entertainment  for  ladies 
and  men  who  don’t  play  golf  as  well  as 
for  those  who  do.  Top  social  event  of  the 
two  days  will  be  the  sport  dinner-dance 
the  evening  of  the  23rd.  Trophies  are  ex- 
pected to  total  75  for  the  men  and  women 
golf  events.  The  committee  in  charge  in- 
cludes Mark  Corey,  Ted  Gamble,  Al  Fink- 
elstein,  W.  A.  Graper,  Tom  Shearer,  R.  O. 
“Slats”  Wilson  and  Jack  Kloepper. 

Les  Abbott,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Motiograph,  Inc.,  Chicago, 
visited  Portland  and  the  office  of  B.  F. 
Shearer  here  . . . Al  Pinkelstein  has  a bad 
case  of  hay  fever  . . . Herb  Sobottka  is 
away  on  his  vacation — at  the  Hood  Canal 
. . . Frank  Newman  jr.,  celebrated  his  birth- 
day with  his  father,  family  and  Al  Finkel- 
stein  at  Seaside  . . . Hal  Vaughn,  for- 
merly of  the  Oregon  State  Theatre  at 
Corvallis,  is  now  in  the  insurance  business 
— all  types — in  Albany  and  Corvallis. 

Art  Adamson  has  moved  his  family  to 
Corvallis  to  assume  active  management 
of  his  Oregon  State  there  and  the  Venetian 
and  Granada  in  Albany  . . . Don  Geddes 


of  Hamrick-Evergreen’ s Orpheum  in  Seat- 
tle passed  through  here  on  his  vacation 
and  on  his  way  back  to  the  Puget  Sound 
city  from  San  Francisco  . . . Bill  Parker 
of  M-G-M  flew  in  from  Seattle  to  start 
campaign  for  “Mr.  Chips”  . . . Universal’s 
Al  O’Keefe  is  expected  by  plane  during  the 
week. 

After  spending  four  weeks  at  20th-Fox 
here,  Richard  Hildreth,  home  office  audi- 
tor, left  for  Seattle.  He  hails  from  New 
York  . . . “Slats”  Wilson  is  in  Bend  . . . 
Foster  Blake  and  Jim  Hommel  are  both 
out  on  their  territories  . . . Lee  Ryan  was 
in  from  Ashland  on  one  of  his  six  trips 
a year  . . . Universal’s  cashier,  Nel  Hage- 
man,  is  spending  her  vacation  visiting  her 
folks  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Vera  Burke,  inspectress,  well  known  on 
Portland’s  Filmrow,  is  now  with  20th-Fox 
. . . On  vacations  from  20th-Fox  are  Wil- 
mer  Patterson,  Bessie  Pancake  and  Audry 
Heelan  . . . Hamrick-Evergreen  is  pack- 
ing ’em  in  at  the  Hollywood  with  “Who 
Has  It?”  and  “Have  You  Got  It?”  at  the 
Oriental  in  Portland  and  the  Castle  in 
Vancouver. 

During  the  week  we  saw  on  the  Row: 
Al  Foreman  of  The  Dalles,  Harry  Percy  of 
White  Salmon,  Mrs.  Zelma  Bush  of  Ver- 
nonia,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilford  Racine  of 
Burns,  Jack  Williams  of  Ilwaco,  Claude 
Smith  of  Tillamook,  and  Eddie  Callahan 
of  Seaside. 
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piLM  STARS  passing  through:  Spencer 
Tracy  and  Robert  Yoimg  headed  a 
troupe  of  bewhiskered  giants  en  route  to 
Payette  Lake,  Ida.,  for  the  filming  of 
“Northwest  Passage.”  Also  aboard  the  train 
were  Walter  Brennan,  character  actor,  and 
Robert  Colden,  assistant  film  director  . . . 
Another  actor,  Herbert  Marshall,  with 
Charles  MacArthur,  author,  paused  brief- 
ly at  the  Salt  Lake  municipal  airport  en 
route  to  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  where  they 
will  begin  production  of  MacArthur’s  new 
play,  “Ladies  and  Gentlemen”  . . . Nancy 
Carroll,  stage  and  screen  actress,  was  here 
en  route  to  Hollywood  from  New  York, 
where  she  has  just  concluded  five  months’ 
work  in  the  Broadway  play,  “I  Must  Love 
Someone,”  written  by  her  former  husband. 
Jack  Kirkland,  author  of  “Tobacco  Road” 
. . . Lola  Lane,  film  actress,  made  an 
overnight  stop  at  the  Hotel  Utah  with  her 
mother. 

Fire  did  an  estimated  damage  of  $1,000 
to  two  projectors  and  several  hundred  feet 
of  film  in  the  booth  of  the  Gem  Theatre. 
Since  the  fire  was  confined  to  the  booth 
there  was  no  fear  among  the  50  patrons 
present.  Hew  equipment  is  being  installed 
by  national  Theatre  Supply.  W.  E.  Ship- 
ley,  owner  of  the  theatre,  was  in  California 
where  he  resides. 

Vacationists:  Gordon  Thornberg,  own- 


er of  the  Service  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  has 
left  for  the  Pacific  Coast  . . . Herschel 
Stewart,  in  charge  of  local  Pox  West  Coast 
operations,  is  back  from  a trip  to  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  . . . John  Taylor,  Fox 
Pocatello  chief,  is  on  a two-week  fish- 
ing trip  on  the  Missouri  River  . . . Miss 
Helen  Garrity  of  the  Intermountain  The- 
atres publicity  department  is  back  from 
the  Frisco  Fair  . . . Office  Manager  Lee 
Scott  of  the  National  Tlreatre  Supply 
Co.  and  Claire  Burdette  of  the  local  Para- 
mount exchange,  accompanied  by  their 
wives,  are  driving  to  San  Francisco  and 
Los  Angeles  . . . A.  B.  Seal,  Sheffield-Re- 
public  shipper,  is  away  fishing  . . . Mrs.  J. 
T.  Sheffield  and  two  daughters  are  vaca- 
tioning en  route  to  Honolulu.  Mr.  Shef- 
field is  expected  here  within  a week,  ar- 
riving from  Seattle. 

Dick  Dickson,  representing  Fox  West 
Coast  in  Montana,  spent  one  day  in  Salt 
Lake  en  route  from  Los  Angeles  to  Butte. 
Rick  Ricketson,  division  manager,  is  due 
here  during  his  regular  jau7it  to  check 
theatre  operations  in  Idaho  and  Montana 
. . . The  Capitol  Theatre  at  Pocatello,  Ida., 
has  closed  after  a brief  try  at  staying  open 
. . . Bill  Steege  of  Fox  West  Coast  is  show- 
ing his  friends  pictures  taken  at  Glacier 
Park  and  says  fishing  was  never  better. 


Winners,  the  Ladies — 

Above  is  shown  the  three  winners  at 
the  Annual  Northwest  Film  Club  Golf 
tournament  near  Seattle.  Right, 
Mickey  De  Leo,  Port  Townsend  exhibi- 
tor, first  place  wirmer  who  keeps  the 
cup  for  doing  the  job  three  times.  At 
the  left  is  Frank  Newman  sr.,  presi- 
deiit  of  Fox-Evergreen  Theatres,  sec- 
ond whiner;  in  the  middle  is  Ned 
Edris  of  the  Hamrick-Edris  theatres 
at  Tacoma,  third  winner. 

Below  are  the  ladies  of  the  boys  en- 
gaged in  the  tournament.  Seated:  Mrs. 
Bill  Forman,  Miss  Georgia  Trudeau, 
Mrs.  Dwight  Spracher,  Miss  Dorothy 
Wilkinson,  Mrs.  Morrie  Segel,  Mrs.  Roy 
Peacock.  Standing:  Mrs.  C.  M.  Schu- 
ler, Mrs.  Mac  Rubenfeld,  Mrs.  Bill  May, 
Mrs.  Bill  Parker,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Goble.  Miss 
Ruth  Holden,  Miss  Charlotte  Tabor, 
Miss  Mildred  De  Foi,  Mrs.  Bjarne  Moe. 


Drive-In  Theatre  E fleets 
Borden  Milk  Co.  Tieup 

Los  Angeles — A novel  type  of  “coming 
attractions”  program  has  been  devised  by 
Chester  Black,  operator  of  the  Pico  Drive- 
In  'Theatre,  in  a tieup  with  the  Borden 
Milk  Co.  Throwaways,  scores  of  thousands 
of  which  are  printed  weekly,  are  attached 
to  milk  and  cream  bottles  supplied  by 
Borden’s  to  the  western  section  of  the  city. 
They  contain  plugs  for  coming  pictures,  the 
theatre  itself  and  the  Borden  products. 


Gayten  to  Coppel 

Denver — The  film  business  of  Gayten 
Amusement  Co.  of  Pueblo  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Coppel  Amusement  Co.  here,  giv- 
ing the  last-named  firm  a line  of  24  fea- 
tures designed  primarily  for  the  Spanish 
trade  in  the  Utah-Colorado  territory. 


Bronstein  Leases  Continental 

Los  Angeles — Ben  Bronstein  has  leased 
the  Continental  Theatre  and  will  reopen 
it  August  1 as  the  Union.  Bronstein  also 
operates  the  Arvin  and  Lux. 
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■pHE  NORTHWEST  FILM  CLUB  has 
closed  its  doors  for  four  weeks.  The 
front  rooms  still  will  be  available  for 
bridge  and  other  card  games  while  the 
back  end  will  be  repainted  and  get  a be- 
lated spring  cleaning.  Plans  are  to  reopen 
early  in  August  . . . Despite  the  hot 
weather,  Phil  Harris,  making  a personal 
appearance  here  with  his  band,  drew 
record  crowds  for  his  one -day  appearance 
in  Seattle  and  two  nights  in  Tacoma.  In 
Seattle  the  popular  leader  and  his  aggre- 
gation appeared  at  the  Trianon  Ballroom 
and  played  for  over  3,000  patrons  and  fans. 
While  here  Phil  spent  the  most  of  his 
spare  time  with  Murray  Peck,  former  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies  and  song  writer,  who  is 
now  managing  the  Colonial  Theatre. 
Peck’s  first  song  ever  published  was  used 
by  Harris  as  his  first  recording  number 
some  years  ago.  At  that  time  both  the 
boys  had  bands  of  their  own.  Peck  also 
journeyed  to  Tacoma  to  spend  extra  hours 
with  Ihs  friend. 

The  Saturday  Evening  Post  article  con- 
cerning John  Boettiger,  publisher  of  the 
Seattle  Post  Intelligencer,  caused  a lot  of 
comment  in  these  parts.  Most  eye-open- 
ing was  the  part  mentioning  Boettiger  as 
a prospect  for  governor  of  this  state.  Boet- 
tiger could  not  he  reached  at  his  office  for 
statement  on  the  article  or  his  political 
ambitions,  if  any,  so  we’ll  just  have  to  wait 
to  see  what  comes  sliding  down  the  rain- 
bow next  summer  . . . Theatre  Employes 
Union,  Local  B-22  will  hold  its  election  of 
officers  on  August  7,  voting  on  a slate 
which  has  just  been  nominated,  accord- 
ing to  Lawrence  Wicklaiid,  business  repre- 
sentative. Nominated  are:  Earl  Stanley, 
president;  Frances  Atchison,  Ed  Windsor, 
and  Ray  Bothell,  vice-presidents;  George 
Hoed.  Kent  Thompson,  treasurers;  Law- 
rence  Wicklund,  secretary -business  agent; 
Earl  Anderson,  Erik  Kohmann,  sergeants- 
at-arms.  For  executive  board  the  follow- 
ing were  nominated:  Edna  Pierce,  usher- 
ettes: Helen  Harper  Ludwig,  cashiers; 
Fred  Hartnian,  doormen,  and  Frank  Gib- 
son. Clarke  Bowen,  and  William  Pearne. 

Local  boy  makes  good.  The  head  man 
here  for  the  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 
announces  that  Ron  Baggott  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  agent  for  the  company  in 
the  state  of  Washington.  Ron  is  of  the 
former  team  of  Ron  and  Don,  for  many 
years  the  duo  organists  at  the  Paramount 
Theatre  here.  Don  is  also  with  the  same 
company  . . . Frances  Farmer,  the  stage 
and  screen  actress,  visiting  here  with  her 
family,  took  time  out  to  visit  Paradise 
Lodge  at  Mount  Rainier  Park  to  say  hello 
to  her  former  employer,  Harry  Poppajohn, 
jovial  chef  of  Paradise  Inn  and  Paradise 
Lodge.  Prances  was  a waitress  at  the  Lodge 
seven  years  ago  . . . Mrs.  W.  A.  Cochrane, 
wife  of  the  exhibitor  of  Snoqualmie  Falls, 
was  presented  with  a beautiful  plaque 
with  a picture  of  the  Falls  on  it,  by  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  in  appreciation  for  her  ser- 
vices. Mrs.  Cochrane  is  the  musician  for 
the  club  . . . Mr.  Durham  announces  that 
he  will  reopen  the  Mission  Theatre  in 
Mount  Vernon  within  two  weeks.  The 
house  was  formerly  managed  by  L.  K. 
Brin,  who  was  killed  in  an  auto  accident 
. . . W.  B.  McDonald  of  the  Avalon  Thea- 
tre in  Olympia,  has  signed  a contract  for 


the  exclusive  first-run  showing  of  Warner 
pictures  in  his  town.  Pox  Evergreen  for- 
merly showed  this  product. 

Mike  Berovic  once  again  has  lost  a court 
decision.  Recently,  the  supreme  court 
ruled  that  Pete  Constanti  ivas  a part- 
ner in  the  Berovic  theatres.  Mike  ap- 
pealed the  case,  but  to  no  avail  . . . Lieut. 
Gov.  Victor  A.  Meyers  is  recovering  very 
slowly  from  his  operation  on  the  throat 
a couple  of  weeks  ago.  It  was  feared  that 
a second  operation  would  be  necessary,  but 
the  doctors  say  that  now  none  is  contem- 
plated. Vic  recently  opened  a new  dance 
pavilion  in  Yakima,  where  his  band  is  fea- 
tured . . . Thomas  Joyce,  vice-president 
of  RCA  Mfg.  Co.,  is  in  town  visiting  with 
local  distributors  of  RCA  products.  Joyce 
claims  that  the  sales  for  phonograph  rec- 
ords this  year  will  break  the  all-time 
record  made  in  1921  when  150,000,000  were 
sold.  “Radio  programs  and  sound  motion 
pictures  are  factors  in  the  increasing  de- 
mand for  records,"  he  declared.  “Folks 
hear  a song  or  some  instrumental  music 
that  they  like  and  if  they  want  to  hear  it 
again  bad  enough  they  buy  a recording 
of  it.” 

One  of  the  biggest  surprises  in  North- 
west show  business  happened  last  week. 
H.  C.  “Bud”  Benson  of  the  Empire  Thea- 
tre, Anacortes,  hied  himself  to  Reno  and 
married  Mrs.  Ida  Adams.  Congratulations, 
Bud  . . . Another  surprise  wedding  is  that 
of  Evelyn  Taylor  of  the  Universal  ex- 
change to  Ted  Gordon,  young  barrister  of 
Vancouver,  B.  C.  The  wedding  took  place 
over  a month  ago,  but  has  remained  a 
secret  until  now  . . . A1  Goldstein  of 
Monogram  piloting  Martin  Spellman  and 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Marion  Spellman,  around 
town.  Martin  is  a Monogram  player  . . . 
Nick  Allen  jr.  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  in 
Tacoma  boasting  of  a new  daughter,  while 
Johnny  Briggs  of  the  local  Erpi  office  an- 
nounces a son.  Step  up,  gang,  for  the 
(Continued  on  page  36) 


Visitors  to  RKO — 

Mrs.  Anita  N.  Diamos  and  Miss  Con- 
stance Diamos,  wife  and  daughter  of 
the  owner  of  the  Lyric  Amusement  Co., 
Tuseon,  Ariz.,  as  they  visited  the  RKO 
Radio  Exhibitors  World  Fair  lounge 
in  New  York  recently. 


Ludwig  Opens  Oiiices  for 
Exploitation  Feature 

Los  Angeles — Offices  have  been  opened 
here  by  John  Ludwig,  exhibitor  from  Mil- 
waukee, who  has  acquired  distribution 
rights  for  Oregon,  Washington,  Califor- 
nia and  Ai’izona  to  “When  Germany  Sur- 
rendered,” an  exploitation  feature.  Ludwig 
will  headquarter  here  permanently.  He  is 
the  operator  of  the  Roosevelt  Theatre  in 
Milwaukee. 


Steele  Leases  May 

Los  Angeles — The  May  Theatre,  long 
dark,  has  been  leased  by  Hamilton  Steele 
and  is  being  redecorated  for  a July  20 
reopening.  A 450-seat  house,  it  will  be 
operated  on  a 15-cent  admission  policy. 
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jyjORE  than  250  are  expected  to  attend 
the  annual  picnic  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Screen  Club  to  be  held  August  16  at 
Eddie  Ott’s  spot  in  Evergreen,  Colo.,  about 
40  miles  out  of  Denver,  in  the  mountains. 
Manager  E.  E.  Edwards  says  the  activities 
will  be  varied  and  numerous  with  plenty 
to  satisfy  everyone.  The  golf  tournament 
will  be  held  on  the  Evergreen  golf  course, 
a Denver  municipal  layout,  and  one  of  the 
sportiest  courses  in  the  region.  Appro- 
priate and  numerous  prizes  will  be  offered. 
Bridge  will  be  played,  horseshoes  will  be 
thrown,  and  other  picnic  sports  indulged 
in.  The  banquet  will  be  followed  by  danc- 
ing. Clubrooms  of  the  Screen  Club  are  to 
remain  open  aU  summer  and,  having  just 
been  air-conditioned  and  redecorated,  make 
an  ideal  spot  for  film  and  theatremen  to 
pass  a few  hours. 

Dave  Davis,  manager  of  the  Atlas  cir- 
cuit, has  hired  Richard  Dekker,  manager 
of  the  Oriental  of  the  Civic  group,  to  man- 
age the  Santa  Fe  Theatre,  where  he  suc- 
ceeds Ralph  Hamilton,  now  artist  for  the 
Gothic  and  Santa  Fe.  C.  W.  Anderson 
has  been  moved  from  the  Federal,  also  a 
Civic  house,  to  the  Oriental  managership, 
and  Joe  Dekker,  one  of  the  Civic  part- 
ners, unll  manage  the  Federal,  which  is  the 
ace  house  of  the  Civic  group. 

Elitch  Theatre  stock,  with  two  film  stars, 
Donald  Woods  and  Jane  Wyatt,  in  the 
leads,  is  running  considerable  ahead  of  last 
year’s  grosses.  When  Woods  was  here  a 
few  years  ago  he  was  signed  to  a Holly- 
wood contract  for  the  first  time,  and  his 
popularity  is  much  stronger  this  year. 
Gross  for  the  Fourth  of  July  week  this 
year  was  close  to  20  per  cent  ahead  of  last 
year. 

“Man  About  Town"  and  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips"  grosses  were  big  and  with  standouts 
every  night  both  films  are  being  held  over 
a full  week  at  least,  the  former  at  the 
Denham  and  the  latter  at  the  Orpheum. 
Other  first  runs  were  about  average. 

Commercial  Film  Exchange  has  taken 
the  agency  for  the  color  game,  pictured  in 
Boxoffice  of  June  17,  for  the  Denver  area 
. . . Fox  has  closed  the  Rialto  at  Durango 
and  the  Rialto  at  Walsenburg,  Colo. 


34 


BOXOFTICE  : : July  15,  1939 


O T.  LYNCH,  Metro  exchange  manager, 
trained  in  from  his  New  York  business 
trip.  Reports  the  air  was  too  bumpy  on 
the  way  east,  so  he  deserted  the  sky  for 
the  iron  horse  on  the  way  back  . . . Mau- 
rice Fisher  and  Bud  Meyer,  of  Coast  Pic- 
tures, dropped  in  to  see  Chester  Black, 
manager  of  the  Pico  Drive-In  Theatre  . . . 
Jack  Tingle,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
San-Val  and  Pico  Drive-Ins,  checked  in 
from  a three-week  stay  in  New  York  . . . 
Wifely  devotion:  Mrs.  Doris  Carmichael  ap- 
plauding Hubby  Ralph  for  his  skill  at  the 
marble  game  in  the  Film  Cafe.  He’s  Metro’s 
office  manager,  she  is  Charles  Feldman’s 
secretary  at  Universal  . . . Jerome  Safron, 
western  district  manager  for  Columbia, 
has  pulled  out  for  New  York  to  discuss 
the  new  product  season  with  homeoffice 
executives.  He  expects  to  be  away  about 
two  weeks. 

Film  and  radio  business  brought  Louis 
Long  in  from  Safford,  Ariz.  Head  of  the 
Louis  Long  circuit,  he  also  operates  radio 
station  KGLU.  Frank  Plumley,  his  booker, 
accompanied  him  . . . Other  bookers: 
Monty  Friend,  Montrose  Theatre,  Mont- 
rose; Mrs.  Foster  Jackson,  in  from  Elsi- 
more;  Charlie  Gore,  Gore  Bros,  circuit. 

Here  and  there  along  the  Row:  Harry 
Rackin,  of  Exhibitors  Service,  looking 
positively  nude  since  he  shaved  off  his 
moustache.  He  claims  it’s  for  the  summer 
only  . . . William  Steinberg,  owner  of  the 
Congress  Theatre,  and  Manager  Claude 
Spaeth  lunching  together  . . . Harry  Stem, 
former  branch  manager  for  GB,  and  Ollie 
Wog,  who  used  to  peddle  film  for  Uni- 
versal, saying  “hello”  to  their  Filmrow 
friends. 

Bookers:  Boris  Posner,  Arlington;  Jack 
Mingus,  Green  Meadows  and  Florence 
Mills  theatres;  Johnny  Hawkins,  Elite, 
Beverly  Hills;  Harvey  Levinson,  Cozy;  Vic 
Walker,  State,  Santa  Ana;  Claude  Davis, 
Seville,  Inglewood;  Lou  Bard,  with  Earl 
Johnson,  manager  of  Bard’s  Adams,  and 
Harry  Hollander,  booker,  tagging  along; 
Saul  Moyler,  Vinicof  circuit;  Ben  Mohi, 
Princess  and  Century;  John  Drew,  Metro, 
Glendale;  Hal  Moore,  Dixie;  Sid  Feder, 
Stanley,  Long  Beach. 

The  newly-formed  Coast  Pictures,  dis- 
tributors of  foreign  films,  has  had  its 
name  painted  on  the  door  at  1910  S.  Ver- 
mont, next  door  to  Grand  National  . . . 
Rube  Harris,  Metro  salesman,  is  off  on  a 
trip  through  his  territory  . . . Seth  Per- 
kins of  the  San-Val  Drive-In  is  wearing 
a special  shoe  to  aid  him  in  getting  about 
while  his  broken  leg  heals. 

Booking:  Harry  Hollander,  booker  for 
Lou  Bard’s  theatre  string;  Mrs.  Foster 
Jackson,  Elsinore  Theatre,  Elsinore;  John 
Menard  sr.,  Downey,  and  John  Menard  jr., 
who  runs  the  Showshop  in  Glendale;  Jim- 
my Edwards,  Edwards  circuit;  Harvey  Lev- 
inson of  the  Cozy;  Claude  Davis,  Seville, 
Inglewood;  George  Gottlieb  of  the  Granada. 

Art  Kallen,  head  booker  for  Universal 
in  Seattle,  is  in  on  a vacation.  He  formerly 
was  an  assistant  booker  in  the  local  ex- 
change ...  A visitor  after  a long  absence 


was  A1  Bowman,  fonnerly  operator  of  the 
Glassell  Theatre,  who  is  now  building 
a new  showcase  . . . George  Bromley  of 
the  Campus  was  showing  the  sights  of 
Filmrow  to  an  unidentified  young  lady. 

Bookings  on  the  Tony  Galento-Joe  Louis 
fight  films  are  being  handled  for  Henry 
Sonnenshine,  the  distributor,  by  Sam  Blo- 
witz  of  Western  States  Booking  Service 
. . . W.  H.  Lollier,  Fox  West  Coast  tax 
manager,  has  trekked  to  Arizona  on  cir- 
cuit business  . . . Mrs.  Gladys  Hastings  is 
back  on  the  job  at  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply after  her  regular  summer  vacation. 

President  Charles  Skouras,  Attorney  C. 
A.  Buckley  and  W.  H.  Lollier  of  Pox  West 
Coast  returned  from  a brief  inspection  of 
the  circuit’s  properties  around  San  Fran- 
cisco . . . Spyros  Cardos,  manager  of 
Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre,  is  vacation- 
ing in  Vancouver  . . . Pemco,  trade  name 
of  the  Projection  Equipment  and  Mainten- 
ance Co.,  has  enlarged  its  offices  and  shop. 
Chuck  Fowler  and  Louis  Wutke  are  the 
operators. 

Braving  the  heat  for  bookings:  Charlie 
Olds,  Arroyo  Theatre,  Arroyo  Grande; 
Jack  Goldman,  Pico  and  Park;  W.  W. 
Windquist,  Rialto,  Long  Beach;  Bob  Car- 
ruthers,  Coronado;  Stan  Goodman,  Times; 
Dan  Irvine,  Gem,  Southgate;  Kelly  Selig- 
man,  Dorkel;  A.  O.  Sanborn,  El  Monte,  El 
Monte;  Tom  Smith,  Jade;  Jimmy  Graff, 
Hub;  Russell  Hoss  and  George  Bourke, 
Nuart  and  Tivoli,  Sawtelle. 

The  Warner  lot  entertained  a pair  of 
touring  exhibitors.  Guests  at  the  studio 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 
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B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
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THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


included  W.  S.  McLaren  of  the  W.  S.  But- 
terfield circuit,  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  Albert 
McCormick,  of  the  El  Cortez  Theatre,  Hot 
Springs,  N.  M. 

Bill  Callahan,  Metro  salesman,  is  back 
at  the  office  after  a selling  trip  through 
his  territory  . . . Morris  Borgos,  theatre 
guide  manager  for  the  Los  Angeles  Times, 
is  hard  at  work  again  after  a vacation 
trip  to  Indianapolis,  his  home  town  . . . 
Young  Anthony  Edward  Cooke,  weighing 
in  at  7 pounds,  13  ounces,  is  a new  addi- 
tion to  the  family  of  Eddie  Cooke,  Uni- 
versal office  manager.  He  was  born  to 
Mrs.  Cooke  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital. 

En  route  back  to  Chicago  after  at- 
tending the  Herman  Wobber-Leo  Spitz 
joint  birthday  celebration  at  Wobber’s 
ranch  near  Sacramento,  Morrie  Leonard, 
executive  of  the  Balaban  and  Katz  circuit, 
dropped  in  along  Filmrow.  He  visited 
the  Paramount  exchange  and  also  went 
out  to  look  over  the  Paramount  studio  in 
Hollywood  . . . Ray  Morrow,  Paramount 
shipping  clerk  in  Seattle,  is  vacationing 
here.  He  used  to  be  a star  member  of  the 
University  of  Southern  California  hockey 
team. 

Booking  visitors:  J.  E.  (Judy)  Poynter, 
San  Clemente  Theatre,  San  Clemente; 
Ronald  Vincent,  Laguna  Beach;  L.  W. 
Allen,  Southgate,  Southgate;  Sid  Feder, 
Stanley,  Long  Beach;  Harry  Goldfarb,  Na- 
tional, National  City;  Fred  Siegel,  Palo- 
mar,  Oceanside;  Max  Laemmle,  Franklin 
and  Glassell. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
“Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

'THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratoff 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 
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QHARLES  PETERSEN  will  vacation  in 
New  York  soon  . . . C.  V.  Taylor,  T&D 
executive,  just  returned  from  Jackson 
Hole,  Wyo.,  where  he  vacationed  much  to 
the  consternation  of  fish  and  stuff. 

There  seems  to  he  a deal  on  the  fire  be- 
tween the  Nasser  Brothers  and  an  out-of- 
town  theatreman  with  J.  Leslie  Jacobs 
acting  as  in-between.  This  adds  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  Nassers  intend  to  reach  out 
into  the  country  towns  for  new  houses. 

J.  B.  Lima  of  Roseville  is  vacationing  in 
the  South  with  his  family  . . . John  Strec- 
han,  Warfield  Theatre  treasurer,  is  a 
proud  papa  . . . Jack  Watt,  former  Vogue, 
Alameda,  service  man  joined  the  navy  and 
due  to  his  discipline  taught  by  the  thea- 
trical gender  he  has  received  his  first  pro- 
motion. 

In  keeping  with  its  policy  the  Golden 
Gate  will  feature  Martha  Raye  and  Tony 
Martin  as  their  stage  show  next  week.  The 
Gate  has  held  to  55  cents  steadily.  During 
the  stay  of  Kay  Kyser  and  Artie  Shaw 
prices  were  raised  to  65  cents  in  direct 
contrast  to  the  drop  made  by  most  other 
local  houses.  They  expect  to  stay  at  55 
cents  straight  through  the  summer.  Ken 
Murray  and  a Honolulu  stage  show  are 
headlining  this  week. 

Sam  Levin  returned  from  his  honeymoon 
in  Reno  with  his  bride  . . . Harold  Phillips 
of  the  Western  Poster  Co.  is  vacationing 
and  seeing  the  Fair  ...  In  place  of  the 
vacationing  and  honeymooning  R.  C.  Mac- 
Donnell,  Paramount  ad  sales  manager, 
Frank  Nolge  is  holding  down  his  job  until 
he  returns.  Barney  Levy  of  All-Star  is 
back  from  Yosemite  National  Park. 

National  Theatre  Supply’s  Wilma  Mc- 
Nutt is  vacationing  in  Seattle  . . . Ben 
Shearer  of  the  Shearer  Supply  Co.,  in  town 
. . . The  Sweepstakes  that  C.  Gabriel  is 
using  at  the  President  is  copyrighted  in 
Rene  “Volcano”  La  Marre’s  name  . . . After 
being  operated  on,  Louis  Grange  of  the 
Golden  State  staff  is  recuperating  nicely 
. . . Gerald  Hardy  of  Fresno  was  in  town 
booking  and  seeing  sights. 

Two  managers  have  been  switched  by 
Aaron  Goldberg.  They  are  Steve  Chammes 
of  the  Regal  to  the  Circle  and  Les  Horton 
of  the  Circle  to  the  Regal.  Frank  Avia  of 
the  Goldberg  chain  is  now  a song  writer. 
The  song  he  wrote,  in  collaboration  with 
another  local  lad,  was  featured  at  the 
Fairmont  Hotel  by  Henry  King  and  his 
orchestra  . . . Charlie  Koerner,  RKO  chief, 
is  here  again  looking  over  his  well-oiled 
machine,  the  Golden  Gate  . . . Kenneth 
Beldin,  writer  and  explorer,  presented  his 
film,  “A  Vagabond  in  Mexico,”  at  the  Pa- 
cific House  on  Treasure  Island.  The  pro- 
gram was  free. 


Vvm.  Peters  Acquires  Escalon 
San  Francisco — The  Escalon  Theatre  in 
Escalon,  Cal.,  changed  hands  recently 
when  William  Peters  of  the  Manteca  Thea- 
tre purchased  the  house  from  Bill  Howell. 


Allied  Unil's  "Pep" 
Meeting  July  24 

Los  Angeles — July  24  has  been  set 
definitely  as  the  date  for  the  local  Allied 
States  chapter’s  oft-postponed  “pep” 
meeting,  signalizing  the  opening  of  its 
drive  for  exhibitor-members  in  this  terri- 
tory. James  C.  Quinn,  executive  secretary, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  affair,  will  issue 
invitations  to  all  independent  showmen  in 
the  area,  regardless  of  whether  they  may 
be  affiliated  with  some  other  organiza- 
tion. 

Meeting  will  be  held  at  Allied  headquar- 
ters, with  President  Seth  Perkins  in  charge. 
Quinn  will  deliver  the  keynote  address, 
describing  events  at  the  recent  national 
Allied  convention,  and  explaining  the  or- 
ganization’s stand  against  the  exhibitor- 
distributor  trade  practice  agreement. 
Present  plans  are  to  play  back  recordings 
of  important  speeches  made  at  the  na- 
tional parley.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 

Ellis  Levy  to  Steer  New 
Telenews  at  Frisco 

San  Francisco — EUis  Levy,  former  oper- 
ator of  the  old  Princess  and  originator  and 
manager  of  the  Shalimar  Bowl,  is  manager 
of  the  new  Telenews  Theatre,  which  wiU 
open  on  Market  St.  within  the  next  month. 
Levy  is  in  New  York  where  he  will  take  a 
three-week  training  course  on  managing 
the  new  type  house.  He  is  well  known 
around  town  for  his  former  publicity  and 
theatre  work  locally. 

Stars  and  Public  Wedding 
For  La  Marre  Opening 

Oakland — What  is  expected  to  be  the 
brightest  opening  of  any  local  theatre  wiU 
shine  when  Rene  “Volcano”  La  Marre 
opens  the  Goldsmith  house,  the  New  Hop- 
kins. Alan  Hale,  Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Buddha  (Dean  Maddox),  and 
a public  wedding  will  share  the  spotlight 
with  possibilities  of  a premiere  style  broad- 
cast. Many  other  exploitation  novelties 
will  be  innovated  at  the  opening. 

FWC  Houses  in  Oakland 
Cut  Admission  Prices 

Oakland — All  Fox  West  Coast  houses 
here,  plus  most  of  the  first  and  subsequent 
runs  dropped  their  admission  prices  to  40, 
30  and  20  cents.  The  Vogue,  Alameda,  did 
not  cut. 


At  Missouri  Party 

San  Francisco  — Many  Missouri-born 
film  stars  including  Joan  Crawford  and 
Wallace  ^eery,  were  to  have  been  among 
the  guests  at  the  Palace  Hotel  banquet 
honoring  Governor  Lloyd  Stark  of  Mis- 
souri given  by  the  Missouri  Society  here. 


Wasco  to  Frank  Pinero 
Wasco,  Cal. — Sam  C.  Levin  sold  the 
Wasco  Theatre  here  to  Frank  Pinero  of 
the  Star  and  Delano  theatres  in  Delano 
and  the  Shaffner  theatres. 
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ciprs  . . . Bill  Englen  of  Grand  National 
still  is  in  the  hospital  where  the  doctors 
have  finally  pronounced  it  a slight  heart 
attack. 

Lloyd  Lamb,  franchise  owner  for  Con- 
testnite  in  the  Northwest,  announces  that 
the  Fox  Evergreen  theatres  in  Portland 
have  taken  his  Song  Title  contest  for  first 
run  in  that  town.  The  audience  game 
starts  in  the  Oriental  and  Hollywood  thea- 
tres day  and  date  on  the  first  week  in 
August  . . . Art  Kallen,  booker  for  Uni- 
versal, has  left  uyith  Mrs.  Kallen  and  their 
two  sons,  Jim  and  Chuck,  for  a motor  trip 
to  California  where  they  will  visit  rela- 
tives in  Los  Angeles  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Hornig,  exhibitors  from  Baltimore, 
are  here  making  a stop-over  with  Herndon 
Edmond,  branch  manager  for  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox . . . John  Ash,  auditor  for 
Metro,  in  from  the  New  York  office  to 
spend  some  time  in  the  Northwest. 

Back  from  vacations  are  Eddie  Rivers, 
Kenny  Schultz,  and  A1  Ahlskog,  all  of  the 
Hamrick-Evergreen  offices  . . . Mike  Bero- 
vic  making  a hurried  trip  to  San  Fran- 
cisco with  his  daughter,  Beverly  . . . Mrs. 
Charles  McClure  and  Billy  Payton  of 
Peru,  Ind.,  are  guests  of  Mrs.  McClure’s 
brother,  J.  von  Herberg  and  Mrs.  von 
Herberg  . . . Morrie  and  Hazel  Segel 
spending  a weekend  with  the  Mercy’s  at 
their  mountain  cabin  . . . Hal  McDonald 
is  visiting  his  brother  W.  B.  McDonald  of 
Olympia  . . . George  Blair  is  sporting  a 
new  car  . . . Alys  Johnson  and  Ethel  Daig- 
ler  are  back  from  a week’s  vacation  in  the 
Olympics  . . . Art  Gollofon  and  his  two 
sons  off  to  the  Olympics  to  join  Mrs. 
Gollofon  over  the  holidays,  then  all  re- 
turning together. 

John  and  Mrs.  Hamrick  to  Astoria  to 
spend  a weekend  with  Mrs.  Hamrick’s  sis- 
ter . . . After  fishing  in  the  rain  off  Ca- 
mano,  Al  Goldstein  says  he  prefers  lakes 
arid  streams  . . . Madge  Spear  and  Lor- 
raine Armstrong  spent  a few  days  at  Bea- 
ver Lake  . . . Ethel  Walton  off  for  a visit 
to  San  Francisco  and  the  Fair  . . . Senior 
and  Mrs.  Mercy  arrived  from  Yakima  . . . 
Popcorn  Smith  was  in  town  for  a few 
hours  then  out  again.  Says  next  time  in  he 
will  stay  for  a couple  of  weeks  . . . Holiday 
vacationists  returning  include  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bill  Shartin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mac  Ru- 
benfeld;  Junior  and  Dorothy  Mercy,  the 
Jack  Flannerys;  Jack  Sampson  from  the 
ocean,  Harry  Barton  from  Hood  Canal 
. . . John  Danz  and  Bill  Forman  to  Port- 
land. 


Scholes  Named  Alexander 
Pacific  Coast  Manager 

San  Francisco — H.  Bruce  Scholes  has 
been  named  Pacific  coast  district  man- 
ager for  the  new  Alexander  Film  Co. 
branch.  The  local  office  handles  the  en- 
tire Pacific  slope  for  the  Alexander  Film 
Co.  and  the  Alexander  Preview  Co.  Each 
company  will  be  operated  by  the  same 
staffs,  but  will  be  under  separate  man- 
agement. The  company  has  16  salesmen 
in  the  field. 
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St.  Louis  Area  Not 
In  Hurry  to  Buy 

St.  Louis — Exhibitors  in  this  area, 
adopting  a “watchful  waiting”  attitude  of 
mind,  aren’t  hurrying  along  1939-40  prod- 
uct buying  for  several  reasons. 

Many,  opposed  to  block-booking,  are 
hopeful  the  government  will  remedy  this 
situation  soon.  Other  factors  are  the  un- 
certainty surrounding  the  trade  practice 
code  now  being  formulated  and  how  it 
would  affect  early  film  contracts;  spotty 
business,  and  the  apparent  hesitancy  of 
distributors  to  get  their  sales  campaigns 
under  way. 

Fred  Wehrenberg,  operating  a string  of 
neighborhood  houses  here  and  in  St.  Louis 
county,  said  he  told  film  salesmen  calling 
on  him  that  he  is  going  to  take  his  time 
before  committing  himself  on  next  sea- 
son’s product.  Wehrenberg,  who  is  presi- 
dent of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  eastern 
Missouri  and  southern  Illinois,  expressed 
the  opinion  that  many  members  of  his  or- 
ganizations share  his  ideas  on  buying  for 
1939-40.  It  is  no  secret  that  many  of 
them  are  opposed  to  buying  in  block,  and 
that  they’re  watching  closely  what  hap- 
pens to  the  Neely  Bill  or  other  moves 
slanted  in  that  general  direction. 

Making  the  rounds  of  Pilmrow  is  a re- 
port that  independent  operators  are  plan- 
ning collective  action  in  an  effort  to  out- 
bid the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  for  major 
product.  However,  the  chance  that  dis- 
tributors will  go  for  the  suggestion,  if  it 
is  ever  made,  is  regarded  as  slight. 


Report  of  Sell-Away  in 
St.  Louis  Discounted 

New  York — ^Possibility  of  distributors 
selling  away  from  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.,  even  in  the  event  independents  there 
band  together  and  offer  a higher  price  for 
1939-40  product,  is  viewed  as  extremely 
remote  here. 


Warner  Sells  Away  From 
Fox  in  Manitowoc,  Wis. 

Manitowoc,  Wis.  — Warner  Bros,  has 
sold  its  next  season’s  product  here  away 
from  Fox’s  Strand  to  the  Capitol  and  Mi- 
kadow,  independent  houses  operated  by 
R.  S.  Guiterman  and  P.  M.  Kadow,  re- 
spectively. 

The  contract  calls  for  48  features  and 
104  Vitaphone  shorts.  All  of  the  class  “A” 
features  purchased  will  be  shown  on  single 
feature  bills  at  the  Capitol,  while  the  bal- 
ance will  be  exhibited  at  the  Mikadow.  The 
shorts  will  be  divided  between  the  two 
houses,  it  was  said. 

Warner  Chicago  Theatres 
Solicit  Patron  Advice 

Chicago — ^Practically  all  local  Warner 
houses  have  suggestion  boxes  placed  at 
prominent  spots  in  the  theatre,  whereby 
patrons  may  offer  suggestions  toward  im- 
provement of  programs  or  service. 

A trailer  is  run  on  the  screen  inviting 
patrons  to  offer  their  suggestions. 
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Fight  for  Duals  in  Chicago, 
As  Bill  Awaits  Approval 


Anti-Dual  Bill  Awaits 
Horner  Approval 

Chicago — Governor  Horner  had  not 

signed  the  Illinois  anti-dual  bill,  as 

BOXOFFICE  went  to  press. 

Car  Giveaways  by  Fox 
Milwaukee  Theatres 

Milwaukee  — Although  theatre  games 
were  reported  discontinued  here  as  a re- 
sult of  the  recent  state  supreme  court  de- 
cision holding  Bank  Night  a lottery.  Fox, 
in  a tieup  with  community  merchants,  ad- 
vertised the  giving  away  of  three  Ford 
cars  at  its  State,  Sherman,  Paradise,  Ri- 
viera, Plaza,  Layton  Park,  Shorewood  and 
Downer  theatres  here,  July  4 through  8. 

Dist.  Atty.  Herbert  J.  Steffes  announced 
he  would  not  issue  lottery  warrants  for 
managers  of  the  Burleigh,  Uptown,  Mod- 
jeska,  Milwaukee  and  Riviera  theatres, 
where  prize  drawings  were  held  after  the 
high  court  ruling. 

He  said,  however,  evidence  which  police 
seized  at  the  theatres  would  be  held  by  the 
police  for  use  later  if  violations  occur. 
Police  had  asked  for  warrants  for  the 
houses,  the  first  four  for  playing  “Holly- 
wood” and  the  last  for  conducting  “Cash 
Night.”  The  Burleigh  is  an  independent 
house;  the  Uptown,  Modjeska  and  Mil- 
waukee are  operated  by  Warner-Saxe,  and 
the  Riviera  by  Fox. 

"No  Need  for  Action" 

Steffes  said  all  theatres  in  the  Milwau- 
kee area  had  agreed  to  discontinue  prize 
drawings,  in  view  of  the  supreme  court 
ruling  and  that  consequently  there  was 
no  need  for  further  action.  He  said  Po- 
lice Chief  Joseph  T.  Kluchesky  concurred 
with  his  decision. 

Plans  to  give  away  an  automobile  at  Pox’s 
Bay  Theatre  in  Green  Bay  were  aban- 
doned after  police  refused  permission  for 
the  drawing  and  Dist.  Atty.  Cletus  G.  Cha- 
dek  has  announced  he  would  back  the 
police. 

The  Milwaukee  Journal,  in  an  editorial, 
commended  Dist.  Atty.  Fulton  H.  Leber- 
man  of  Sheboygan  county  for  his  militant 
stand  in  refusing  to  permit  Bank  Night 
and  games  of  chance  and  at  the  same  time 
criticized  District  Attorney  Steffes  for  his 
“passing  the  buck”  in  connection  with  the 
game  situation  in  Milwaukee  county. 

Seventy-five  residents  of  Sheboygan,  in 
a communication  to  the  local  newspaper, 
requested  that  the  $1,200  left  in  the  Bank 
Night  fund  at  the  Sheboygan  Theatre  be 
donated  to  worthy  charitable  organiza- 
tions. 

In  Beloit.  T.  M.  Ellis  jr.  and  G.  A.  Tur- 
ner, operators  of  the  Majestic,  Rex  and 
State  theatres,  who  are  contesting  the 
right  of  the  supreme  court’s  decision  to 


Chicago  — Two  separate  campaigns 
against  the  bill  banning  double  features 
in  Illinois  were  being  conducted  as  time 
neared  for  Gov.  Henry  Horner  to  either 
sign  or  veto  the  legislation. 

Eddie  Zorn,  Pontiac,  111.,  exhibitor,  and 
chairman  of  the  United  Theatre  Owners  of 
Illinois,  has  sent  telegrams  to  independ- 
ent exhibitors  asking  them  to  wire  Gover- 
nor Horner  to  veto  the  bill.  After  pre- 
liminary data  on  the  bill  and  its  number, 
the  telegram  read  in  part: 

“This  (the  bill)  is  a serious  infringement 
of  your  constitutional  right,  which  win 
wreak  havoc  on  youi’  business.  Your  co- 
operation is  necessary  to  prevent  this  vi- 
cious bill  from  becoming  a law  . . .” 

This  is  the  first  active  work  of  the  UTO 
in  Illinois  affairs  since  its  initial  organ- 
ization meeting  some  weeks  ago.  The 

group  apparently  stopped  functioning  after 
that  meeting,  which  was  attended  by  nu- 
merous downstate  exhibitors  and  Great 

States’  officials. 

B&K  and  Great  States  also  have  sent 

formal  protests  to  Springfield. 

Meanwhile,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fence,  are  the  scores  of  Chicago  independ- 
ent exhibitors  who  want  single  features 
returned  to  the  Windy  City  scene.  Many 
have  wired  Horner  of  the  desirability  of 
the  bill  and  the  benefits  the  law  would 
give  to  the  general  film-going  public.  A 
greater  number  of  independent  exhibitors 
feel,  however,  “that  a return  to  singles  is 
our  only  out  for  a return  to  better  business 
conditions.” 

BOXOFFICE  learned  that  should  the  bill 
become  a law,  independent  exhibitors  might 
start  a campaign  for  a return  of  money 
giveaways.  From  one  source,  it  is  said,  a 
drive  for  giveaways  already  is  under  way 
and  awaits  only  the  anti-dual  bill  becom- 
ing law.  It  is  held  exhibitors  feel  give- 
aways and  duals  are  too  much,  but  that 
giveaways  with  single  features  would  draw 
the  crowds  in  again. 


cover  “Shekels,”  a money  game  played  at 
their  houses,  have  secured  a change  of 
venue  and  the  case  has  been  transferred 
from  Beloit  to  Janesville. 

Dist.  Atty.  John  E.  Matheson  is  seeking 
an  injunction  to  restrain  the  theatres  from 
playing  the  game,  which,  he  contends,  is 
a variation  of  Bank  Night  and  which 
should  be  prohibited  as  a lottery  under 
terms  of  a recent  supreme  court  decision. 

Although  no  local  theatre  is  offering 
Bank  Night,  the  city  council  at  Elkhorn 
has  passed  an  ordinance  which  prohibits 
gambling,  lotteries  and  games  of  chance 
and  specifically  mentions  Bank  Night.  Vio- 
lators would  be  subject  to  a fine  of  from 
$10  to  $50  or  from  three  to  30  days  in  jail. 

In  the  state  legislature,  the  Lytie  joint 
resolution  No.  66-A,  which  would  have 
permitted  the  state  at  a referendum  to  de- 
termine whether  it  desired  legalized  lot- 
teries to  create  funds  for  old  age  pensions, 
was  defeated  by  a 65  to  18  vote, 
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Ernesl  Miller  Takes 
ATO  Golfing  Crown 


Lake  Wawasee,  Ind. — Highlighting  the 
second  annual  mid-summer  convention  of 
the  Associated  Theatre  Owners  held  here 
at  the  Spink-Wawasee  Hotel,  was  the  ex- 
hibitors’ golf  tournament.  There  were  26 
entrants  and  the  winner  was  Ernest  L. 
Miller,  operator  of  the  Cinema,  Indian- 
apolis, who  carded  a low  72.  Incidentally, 
Miller’s  prize  (by  his  own  selection)  was 
a motion  picture  camera  and  projector. 

Mrs.  Jack  Walters,  wife  of  the  manager 
of  the  Arc  Theatre  at  Lafayette  and 
daughter  of  Chuck  Krieghbaum,  well- 
known  exhibitor  at  Lafayette,  was  the  low 
gross  winner  of  the  ladies’  tournament. 

Mrs.  Nova  Vonderschmitt,  operator  of 
the  Wilds  and  Diana  theatres  in  Nobles- 
ville,  captured  first  prize  in  the  women’s 
auction  bridge  game.  Mrs.  W.  R.  Mc- 
Cormack, wife  of  the  manager  of  the  Greg- 
ory theatre  interests  in  Frankfort,  won 
first  in  the  ladies’  contract  bridge  game. 

Herb  Sullivan,  manager  for  the  Gregory 
interests  in  Logansport,  and  his  wife 
walked  away  with  five  of  26  Bingo  prizes. 
Dale  Loomis,  manager  of  Gregory  thea- 
tres in  Peru,  was  another  three-time  win- 
ner. 

Carl  Niesse,  genial  general  manager  of 
Olson  Enterprises  in  Indianapolis,  was  vei’y 
gracious  (as  usual)  in  providing  entertain- 
ment for  the  ladies  in  the  form  of  speed- 
boat rides  around  the  lake,  much  to  the 
envy  of  Sol  Greenburg,  booker  for  Olson. 
Carl  piloted  the  boats  with  the  finesse  of 
a veteran. 

Highlighting  the  business  sessions  was 
an  address  by  Sen.  Jacob  Weiss,  ATO 
counsel,  who  stressed  cooperation  among 
members. 

At  the  business  session,  Harry  Vonder- 
schmitt of  Bloomington,  was  presented  a 
token  of  admiration  for  smashing  a golf 
ball  to  pieces  as  he  drove  off  the  first  tee. 
This  was  Harry’s  first  venture  in  the  game 
of  golf. 

The  resolutions  committee  prepared  a 
report  expressing  regrets  on  the  absence  of 
the  ATO  prexy,  Maurice  Rubin,  who  was 
confined  to  his  home  in  Michigan  City 
with  a fractured  ankle. 

Climax  of  the  convention  was  a ban- 
quet at  which  a comic  skit  was  presented 
portraying  a board  of  directors’  meeting 
in  burlesque.  Also,  a prize  in  recognition 
of  his  good  work  was  given  to  Harold 
Marshall,  publicity  director  for  the  local 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Students!  Here's 
The  Answer 

Chicago — Students!  In  case  you  didn't 
figure  out  how  many  women,  children 
and  men  were  in  that  100-seat  house 
that  had  $100  in  the  till  last  week,  here 
is  Bob  Mong's  answer,  according  to  Bob 
Montgomery  of  Essaness: 

There  were  70  children  at  10  cents, 
totaling  S7.00;  19  women  at  $2.00,  total- 
ing $38.00;  and  11  men  at  $5.00,  totaling 
$55. 


TOP  ROW:  First  group — Dale  Loomis, 
Gregory  circuit,  Peru;  Ike  Holycross,  ATOI 
vice-president;  Marc  Wolf,  general  manager 
of  Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.,  Gary;  Harry 
Markun.  Belmont  and  Talbot  theatres,  In- 
dianapolis; Harold  Marshall,  M-G-M,  In- 
dianapolis; Ferd  Nessel,  State  Theatre, 
Anderson;  Art  Clark,  general  manager  of 
the  Vonderschmitt  Circuit,  Bloomington; 
Harry  P.  Vonderschmitt,  Bloomington. 
Second  group — Howard  Morin,  Morin  The- 
atre, Brookville;  Ernest  L.  Miller,  Cinema 
'Tlieatre,  Indianapolis  (winner  of  the  golf 
tournament  with  a score  of  79),  and  Fi- 
delis  Gutzweiler,  Tivoli  and  Astra  theatres, 
Jasper.  Third  group — J.  N.  Dixon,  Flora 
TTieatre,  Flora;  Karl  Gast,  Madrid,  Akron; 
Jack  Walters  (winner  of  third  place  in  the 
golf  tournament).  Arc  Tlieatre,  Lafayette, 
and  V.  U.  Yoimg,  president  of  Theatrical 
Managers,  Inc.,  Gary. 

MIDDLE  ROW;  First  group — Harry  Van 
Noy,  Paramount,  Anderson;  Harry  Rubin, 


Lake  Wawasee,  Ind. — Ike  Holycross, 
vice-president,  acted  as  official  photog- 
rapher of  the  golf  tournament,  catching 
the  high  spots  in  Technicolor.  Don  R.  Ros- 
siter,  ATOI  executive  secretary,  was  the 
official  press  cameraman. 


Mr.  Frank  Walters  and  M.  N.  Scheidler, 
operators  of  the  theatres  in  Hartford  City 
and  Dunkirk,  Ind.,  with  their  wives  were 
among  those  present  at  the  luncheon  meet- 
ing the  second  day.  We  see  these  gentle- 
men so  seldom,  it  was  quite  a treat. 


Won’t  somebody  please  tell  Trueman 
Rembusch  you  have  to  put  gasoline  in 
speed  boats? 


Bill  Connors,  manager  of  theatres  in 
Marion,  enjoyed  his  first  swim  in  six 
years. 


Percy  Dickson  and  family  of  Wabash 
put  in  an  appearance  at  the  banquet.  His 
daughter  was  initiated  into  the  exhibitor 


Tivoli,  Lake  and  Uptown  theatres,  Michi- 
gan City;  W.  R.  McCormack  (winner  of 
second  golf  prize),  Gregory  circuit,  Frank- 
fort, and  John  Doerr,  booker  for  the  Greg- 
ory circuit  Chicago.  Second  group — Sena- 
tor Jacob  Weiss,  ATOI  legal  counsel,  In- 
dianapolis; Oscar  Fine,  Premier  Theatres, 
Evansville;  Sam  Neall,  Gregory  circuit, 
Kokomo,  and  William  Studebaker,  Logan, 
Logansport.  Third  group — Art  Clark,  Ike 
Holycross,  Don  Rossiter  (ATOI  executive 
secretary) , Marc  Wolf  and  Harry  Markun. 

BOTTOM  ROW ; First  group — Mesdames 
Harry  Vonderschmitt,  W.  R.  McCormack, 
Ferd  Nessel  and  Ernest  L.  Miller,  all  win- 
ners in  the  ladies  bridge  tournament.  Sec- 
ond group — H.  C.  Sullivan,  Gregory  cir- 
cuit, Logansport;  Dale  Loomis,  Gregory 
circuit,  Peru;  Mrs.  Sam  Neall  and  Mrs. 
H.  C.  Sullivan.  Third  group — Mrs.  Jack 
Walters  (right),  her  husband,  and  Mrs. 
Wayne  Garman,  wife  of  the  manager  of 
the  Ritz  and  Marshal  theatres  at  North 
Manchester. 


ranks  by  a practical  joke  when  she  was 
served  a ball  of  cotton  disguised  as  a 
hard  roll. 


Joe  Fineran  of  El  wood  spent  his  spare 
time  at  the  airport.  Joe  is  a flying  en- 
thusiast. 


Oscar  Fine  of  Evansville  is  an  all  right 
guy.  After  being  kept  up  all  night  by 
pranksters,  he  was  bright  and  cheery  the 
next  morning  just  the  same. 


Ask  Art  Clark  why  they  call  him  the 
double-threat  guy. 


Leo  Wolf,  father  of  Marc  Wolf,  was  an 
interested  spectator  at  all  activities. 


Harry  Markun  has.  at  last,  found  a tee 
that  will  hold  a golf  ball.  He  was  ob- 
served driving  off  of  Marc  Wolf’s  “Ger- 
man goiter.”  Some  fun. 


Ferd  Nessel  of  Anderson,  after  follow- 
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ing  some  of  the  foresomes  around  the 
course,  was  heard  to  remark;  “If  I had 
known  they  were  this  lousy,  I could  have 
played.”  Boy!  Was  he  unhappy  when  the 
golf  prizes  were  presented.  He  couldn’t 
have  missed.  There  were  prizes  for  every- 
body. 


Fidelis  Gutzweiler  of  Jasper  has  no  ex- 
cuse for  not  offering  refreshments  to  his 
friends  now.  He  walked  away  with  a cock- 
tail set.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Annette  Kuebler, 
the  peppy  lady  exhibitor  from  Jasper, 
stocked  up  on  a dozen  golf  balls. 


Johnnie  Doerr  of  the  Gregory  circuit 
found  the  art  of  concentration  sometimes 
bears  fruit.  Prom  the  moment  he  arrived, 
he  had  his  eye  on  a fishing  rod  and  reel 
and  then  was  awarded  the  same  as  a golf 
prize. 


Harry  Markun  now  will  be  able  to 
skipper  his  automobile  with  precision. 
After  losing  several  hours  trying  to  find 
Syracuse,  Ind.,  with  a party  of  friends  for 
a midnight  snack  of  “Wimpyburgers,”  he 
made  a most  intelligent  and  practical  se- 
lection— an  auto  compass — for  his  par- 
ticipation in  the  golf  tournament. 


Vern  Young,  president  of  Theatrical 
Managers,  flew  in  from  Gary  for  the  con- 
vention. 


When  Howard  Morin  of  Brookville  had 
to  leave  before  the  presentation  of  golf 
prizes,  Tom  (Deacon)  Baker,  acting  as  his 
proxy,  picked  an  electric  razor.  We  hope 
he  likes  it. 


We  found  out  who  is  the  boss  at  the 
Sam  Neall  and  William  Studebaker  domi- 
ciles. Just  before  walking  up  to  select 
their  prizes,  their  wives  told  them  what 
to  pick,  and,  of  course,  as  they  say,  that 
was  just  what  they  wanted  anyway. 


Mrs.  Van  Noy  had  her  eye  set  on  the 
electric  coffee  urn  from  the  start.  So 
when  Harry  started  to  select  his  prize,  he 
knew  exactly  what  to  bring  back. 


The  Jack  Walters  of  Lafayette  really 
came  through  as  the  prize  winners  of  the 
convention.  Mr.  Walters  won  the  National 
Screen  Service  golf  trophy,  a prize  for  the 
least  putts,  and  Mrs.  Walters  won  at  golf 
and  Bingo. 


Cooperative  Ad  Sells 
"Man  About  Town" 

Kenosha,  Wis.  — Foster  Norton,  man- 
ager of  Standard’s  Kenosha  Theatre,  pro- 
moted a full  page  cooperative  newspaper 
advertisement  to  plug  “Man  About  Town” 
with  150  guest  tickets  given  to  those  whose 
names,  picked  at  random  from  the  city 
directory,  appeared  in  the  ad. 

Upper  portion  of  the  advertisement  car- 
ried pictures  of  Benny  and  Rochester  along 
with  the  explanation  on  how  to  secure  the 
free  ducats. 


Meehan  on  Wanger  Film 

Hollywood — John  Meehan  will  script 
“The  House  Across  the  Bay,”  Walter  Wan- 
ger production  starring  Joan  Bennett. 
Archie  Mayo  will  direct. 


Prizes  for  All  at 
ATO  Golf  Meet 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
M-G-M  exchange,  at  the  concluding 
dinner. 

The  banquet  wound  up  with  the  pre- 
sentation of  about  75  awards  for  various 
contests  and  activities.  Special  awards 
went  to  W.  R.  McCormack  of  Frankfort 
and  “Sammy”  Neall  of  Kokomo,  for  their 
unusual  exploitation  of  the  “March  of 
Time.” 

Exhibitors  of  ATO  are  now  looking  for- 
ward to  their  13th  annual  state  conven- 
tion which  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis  in 
October. 


Second  District  of  ATOI 
Holds  Bi-Monthly  Meet 

Lake  Wawasee — The  second  district  of 
the  Associated  Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana 
held  its  regular  bi-monthly  meeting  at  the 
Spink-Wawasee  Hotel  here  in  conjunction 
with  the  mid-summer  convention  of  the 
ATOI. 

Those  in  attendance  were  Harry  Van 
Noy,  Anderson:  Jack  Walters,  Lafayette; 
Dale  Loomis,  Peru;  John  Dixon,  Flora;  I. 
R.  Holycross,  Anderson;  Roy  and  I.  A.  Kal- 
ver,  Decatur:  W.  R.  McCormack,  Frank- 
fort; Sam  Neall,  Kokomo;  Ferd  Nessel, 
Anderson;  William  Studebaker,  Logans- 
port;  Herb  Sullivan,  Logansport;  Billy 
Connors,  Marion;  Perc  Dickson,  Wabash; 
Joe  Finneran,  El  wood;  Wayne  Garman, 


"Gag"  Wires 


Lake  Wawasee,  Ind. — With  the  open- 
ing of  the  second  annual  mid-summer  con- 
vention of  Associated  Theatre  Owners  of 
Indiana,  a number  of  showmen,  as  a 
“gag,”  wired  their  old  friends,  Olsen  and 
Johnson,  now  appearing  in  “Hellzapoppin” 
in  New  York,  from  the  Spink-Wawasee 
Hotel  here.  Those  credited  with  the  idea 
were  Marc  Wolf,  general  manager  of 
Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.,  and  Carl  Niesse, 
general  manager  of  Olson  Theatre  Enter- 
prises in  Indianapolis. 

It  seems  that  Niesse  and  Olson  keep  the 
wires  hot  with  telegrams  they  send  to 
each  other  collect.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  when  Niesse  opened  the  Vogue  in  In- 
dianapolis, Olsen  and  Johnson  picketed 
the  theatre,  carrying  signs  reading  “Niesse 
unfair  to  Olsen  and  Johnson.”  Later  the 
same  evening,  the  pair  acted  as  cashier 
and  ticket-taker,  much  to  the  amusement 
of  the  patrons. 

Just  to  prove  that  Ole  Olsen  has  not 
forgotten  his  Indiana  boyhood,  he  feted 
two  Wabash,  Ind.,  high  school  boys,  Eu- 
gene Myers  and  Rex  Anderson.  Olsen  who 
attended  Wabash  (Ind.)  High  School  had 
requested  from  the  principal  the  privilege 
of  entertaining  his  two  most  deserving 
pupils. 

The  boys,  on  arriving  in  New  York, 
caught  the  “Hellzapoppin”  show  and  the 
following  day  were  taken  on  a tour  of 
Wall  Street.  Olsen  stated  he  planned  to 
show  them  every  sight  in  town,  including 
the  World’s  Fair. 


North  Manchester;  Matt  H.  Scheidler  and 
Frank  Walters,  Hartford  City. 

Leonard  Sowar,  vice-president,  Muncie, 
arranged  the  meeting. 


Rubin  Fractures  Ankle; 

Misses  ATO  Convention 

Michigan  City,  Ind. — Maurice  Rubin, 
operator  of  the  Tivoli,  Ritz,  Uptown  and 
Lake  theatres  here,  and  president  of  the 
Associated  Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana, 
Inc.,  fractured  his  left  ankle  in  two  places 
while  playing  softball. 

Rubin  was  hurt  when  he  slid  into  sec- 
ond base  while  playing  for  the  Sinai  team 
against  the  Phi  Delta  Kappa  fraternity. 

The  accident  caused  his  absence  from 
the  ATOI  mid-summer  convention  at  Lake 
Wawasee. 


Lyric  in  Indianapolis  Is 
Dark  After  Wage  Dispute 

Indianapolis — The  Lyric  Theatre  here, 
which  has  presented  stage  shows  52  weeks 
a year  since  August,  1934,  is  dark  be- 
cause of  a wage  disagreement  with  the 
local  stagehands’  union.  The  union  asked 
that  the  weekly  pay  of  each  of  the  eight 
stagehands  employed  by  the  house  be 
raised  to  $60.50,  a hike  of  $5. 

Ted  Nicholas,  house  manager,  said  the 
management  could  not  meet  this  demand 
and  that  the  theatre  would  not  reopen  un- 
til the  stagehands  agree  to  work  on  their 
old  scale. 

D.  R.  Barneclo,  union  business  agent, 
said  his  organization  will  not  consent  to 
resume  negotiations  until  the  Lyric  is  re- 
opened. 

The  Lyric,  known  among  show  people 
as  one  of  the  last  strongholds  of  vaude- 
ville, has  operated  since  1912.  It  is  local- 
ly owned.  The  house  employed  52  persons 
and  has  a seating  capacity  of  about  2,000. 

Churchman  Hits  Pictures 
For  Price  in  Churches 

Indianapolis — Complaints  by  theatremen 
in  this  area  against  churches  exhibiting 
motion  pictures  and  stage  attraction  for 
an  admission,  which  have  mounted  the 
past  few  months,  were  augmented  this 
week  by  a churchman  who  criticized  cer- 
tain churches  for  “going  into  business.” 

The  Rev.  Bert  L.  Wilson  of  the  Disciples 
of  Christ,  addressing  the  mid-summer  ses- 
sion of  Butler  University’s  Institute  of  Re- 
ligion,” told  the  assembly  it  was  time  for 
church  bodies  to  get  back  to  their  original 
purposes  and  lashed  out  at  business  men 
who  attempt  to  run  the  church  “along  the 
lines  of  a financial  corporation.” 


Screen  "The  City" 

Chicago — Oscar  Berlin,  producer  of  “The 
City,”  held  a private  screening  of  the  four- 
reel  subject  for  local  newspaper  critics. 
The  picture  was  made  possible  through  a 
financial  grant  by  the  Carnegie  Corp.  of 
New  York. 


Long-Termer  to  Lamont 

Hollywood — Universal  has  signed  Chas. 
Lamont  to  a long-term  directorial  contract. 
He  has  just  completed  “Unexpected  Fath- 
er,” starring  “Sandy”  Henville. 
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Summertime  Legal  Vacation 
Is  Promised  in  Chicago 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Unless  something  unforeseen 
arises  on  the  legal  scene,  Chicago  exhibi- 
tors are  to  be  free  of  courtroom  encounters 
for  the  rest  of  the  summer. 

Now  that  the  government  has  set  the 
example  and  agreed  to  an  adjournment 
over  the  months  of  July  and  August  in  the 
criminal  contempt  case,  like  procedure  is 
probable  in  the  Adelphi-independents’ 
anti-trust  suit  against  B&K  and  the 
majors,  and  the  other  suits  facing  the  in- 
dustry in  Chicago. 

Robert  Wright  and  Seymour  Simon, 
special  prosecutors  for  the  department  of 
justice,  rested  the  government’s  arguments 
in  the  criminal  contempt  information  case 
until  the  hearings  resume  before  Special 
Master  Edgar  Eldredge  on  September  5. 
Meanwhile,  they  are  expected  to  return 
to  Washington  for  a few  days,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  Oklahoma  City,  scene  of  the 
anti-trust  division’s  activities  against  the 
Griffith  circuit  and  major  distributors. 

The  government  continued  attempts  to 
prove  B&K’s  domination  of  the  film  com- 
panies with  testimony  by  various  witnesses 
near  adjournment,  results  of  which  con- 
vinced observers  that  the  government  has 
decided  to  withhold  its  most  potent  testi- 
mony and  pleading  until  resumption  of 
the  hearing  in  the  early  fall. 

Aaron  Jones  sr.,  of  Jones-Linick  and 
Schaefer  Theatres,  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal witnesses  for  the  government  during 
the  final  hearings.  He,  too,  was  asked  to 
give  his  opinions  of  the  ten  main  loop 
theatres  as  to  first-run,  first-quality 
worthiness,  and  listed  them  in  this  se- 
quence of  importance:  Chicago,  Oriental, 
State-Lake,  United  Artists,  RKO  Palace, 


gACKED  by  a heavy  exploitation  cam- 
paign, which  included  posters  on  the 
front  of  the  Little,  Davidson  and  Alham- 
bra theatres,  all  downtown  houses  cur- 
rently dark.  Fox’s  Palace  is  playing 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  solo  . . . Harold 
Mirisch’s  Tower  and  Oriental  theatres 
here  have  inaugurated  book-night  each 
Monday  and  Tuesday  with  certificates  to- 
ward a 15-volume  set  of  encyclopedia  as 
the  attraction.  Two  certificates  plus  a 
dime  are  redeemable  at  the  theatres  for 
a single  volume  of  the  set. 

Standard  Wisconsin-Michigan  Co.  has 
filed  articles  of  incorporation  here  ivith  C. 
F.  Puls,  C.  M.  Puls  and  L.  Lynch  as  in- 
corporators. 

Russ  Leddy,  until  recently  district  man- 
ager for  Fox  here,  has  been  named  man- 
ager of  the  circuit’s  Orpheum  in  Green 
Bay,  succeeding  Elmer  Brennan. 

William  Exton,  who  recently  resigned 


Roosevelt,  McVickers,  Woods,  Garrick,  and 
Apollo. 

He  recounted  his  experiences  in  the  in- 
dustry, telling  of  seeing  his  first  pictures 
44  years  ago,  in  1895,  at  the  Schiller  Thea- 
tre, now  the  site  of  the  Garrick. 

Testifying  as  to  conversations  to  obtain 
20th  Century-Fox  product  for  the  State- 
Lake  Theatre  when  they  operated  the 
house,  Jones  said  he  offered  a guarantee 
of  $200,000  for  the  product  for  one  sea- 
son, but  was  turned  down  when  the  com- 
pany executives  “felt  that  B&K  was  a big- 
ger customer  and  couldn’t  sell  the  other 
B&K  outlying  houses  if  they  sold  us.” 

Contending  all  this  testimony  pertained 
to  a time  outside  the  statute  of  limitations, 
before  November  9,  1935,  defense  attorneys 
made  an  oral  motion  to  strike  aU  of  that 
testimony,  which  Master  Eldredge  took 
under  advisement. 

The  defense  won  another  point  when 
Master  Eldredge  sustained  the  defense  ob- 
jection to  conversation  between  Johnny 
Jones  and  branch  managers  to  obtain  prod- 
uct for  the  Oriental  Theatre  after  J-L-S 
opened  the  house  November  18  of  last  year. 
That  period  also  falls  outside  the  time- 
limit of  current  information.  Master  Eld- 
redge made  his  support  of  the  objection 
all  the  more  hard  and  fast  by  declaring; 
“The  government  can’t  include  additional 
charges  and  information,  other  than  that 
contained  in  the  original  information  or 
amended  bill  of  particulars.  If  the  gov- 
ernment wants  to  include  new  charges,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  file  a new  information 
of  criminal  contempt  or  an  entire  new 
suit.” 

Johnny  Jones  got  a laugh  when  he  iden- 
tified slough  pictures  as  “those  you  can’t 
sit  through  and  enjoy.”  He  testified  that 


as  manager  for  Standard  Theatres  in 
Kenosha,  has  leased  the  Roosevelt  Thea- 
tre in  that  city  from  Charles  Collins.  Ex- 
ton is  renovating  the  house  with  its  re- 
opening scheduled  for  July  15. 

Edward  F.  Morton,  asistant  manager  of 
the  Orpheum,  Kenosha,  was  married  re- 
cently to  Marjorie  Speaker. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Humberstone,  par- 
ents of  H.  Bruce  Humberstone,  film  di- 
rector, stopped  off  at  Williams  Bay  for 
several  days  while  en  route  to  Hollywood 
from  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 

Tommy  Tucker,  Hollywood  sound  effects 
man,  addressed  the  Optimist  Club  here. 

Warner  Theatre  here  has  dipped  its  ad- 
mission base  from  35  to  25  cents  along 
with  Fox’s  first-run  houses.  Lowest  bracket 
holds  until  1p.m.  Top  remains  at  50  cents 
at  these  houses. 


J-L-S  did  not  make  any  profit  during  its 
five-year  operation  of  the  State-Lake, 
and  that  the  theatre  was  in  the  black  only 
one  out  of  the  five  years.  “ . . . and  that 
was  the  year  we  had  Bank  Night,”  Jones 
added. 

Jones  answered  Robert  Golding’s  (B&K 
attorney)  question  as  to  why  theatre  own- 
ers exhibited  pictures,  with:  “The  only 
object  of  exhibiting  pictures  is  to  make 
money.” 

R.  O.  Farrell,  attorney  for  the  bondhold- 
ers’ committee  of  the  Oriental  Theatre 
Building,  told  of  his  negotiations  with  B&K 
over  operation  of  the  Oriental,  starting 
with  the  original  $327,000-a-year  rental 
paid  by  the  Paramount  subsidiary  for  the 
house.  This  was  later  cut  to  $200,000  an- 
nually, plus  a percentage,  during  1935. 

Farrell  said  that  after  considerable  dick- 
ering with  Barney  Balaban  and  others  of 
B&K  and  Paramount,  he  was  told  the 
house  would  close  last  summer.  A final 
offer  for  reopening  of  the  house  by  B&K, 
Farrell  said,  came  in  September  of  1938 
by  Frank  Freeman  of  Paramount.  That  of- 
fer was  for  $125,000  plus  a percentage  an- 
nually. 

Trouble  Getting  Product 

Farrell  quoted  Herbert  Lautmann  of  the 
law  firm  of  Sonnenschein,  Berkson,  Laut- 
mann, Levinson  and  Morse,  as  saying  for 
B&K:  “You  might  as  well  lease  to  B&K  as 
they  are  the  only  ones  that  can  get  pic- 
tures for  the  theatre.”  He  said  that  when 
B&K  eventually  was  let  out  of  the  house 
entirely,  the  $100,000  back  rent  due  was 
settled  by  assignment  of  all  the  equipment 
in  the  house  to  the  building,  plus  $10,000 
in  cash. 

Harold  Costello,  manager  of  the  build- 
ing, told  of  attempting  to  get  United 
Artists,  M-G-M  and  20th  Century-Fox 
product  for  the  Oriental  Theatre,  while 
Jack  Rose  of  Indiana-Illinois  Theatres  told 
of  making  phone  calls  to  UA  in  efforts  to 
get  product  for  Costello. 

The  government  again  attempted  to  in- 
troduce the  list  of  all  affiliated  theatres  in 
the  country  as  one  of  its  exhibits,  but  the 
master  reserved  decision  on  defense  ob- 
jection. 

Numerous  documents  have  been  intro- 
duced during  the  case  and  identified  by 
various  witnesses,  including  film  contracts, 
theatre  leases,  etc. 

Throughout  the  hearings,  many  branch 
managers  and  exhibitors  attended.  John 
Balaban  of  B&K  was  in  almost  constant  at- 
tendance. Others  from  B&K  attended  from 
time  to  time,  as  did  many  independent  ex- 
hibitors. 


Getting  to  Bottom 
Of  the  Case 

Chicago  — Edgar  Eldredge,  former 
judge,  and  now  special  master  in  the 
government’s  criminal  contempt  case 
here,  is  sure  that  he  is  going  to  know 
all  the  ramifications  of  the  case  before 
all  the  testimony  and  evidence  is  in. 

His  usual  answer  to  objections  from 
either  side  on  various  questions  in  at- 
tempting not  to  have  witnesses'  an- 
swers read  into  the  record,  is:  "Well, 
let  him  go  ahead  and  answer,  and 
we'll  see  what  it’s  all  about." 
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Compromise  Racial 
Operator  Issue 

St.  Louis — The  dispute  as  to  whether 
blacks  or  whites  should  operate  the  pro- 
jection machines  in  two  local  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  patronized  exclusively  by 
Negroes  has  been  settled  on  the  basis  that 
two  Negro  projectionists  shall  be  employed 
at  each  of  the  theatres. 

The  theatres  are  the  Strand,  a 450-seat 
house  operated  by  Tommy  James,  and  the 
fcriterion,  a 750-seat  house  under  the 
management  of  George  Pliakos  and  asso- 
ciates. 

Heretofore  the  theatres  have  employed 
four  white  projectionists  each,  working  in 
two  shifts.  Under  the  compromise  arrange- 
ments each  house  will  employ  two  Negro 
projectionists  furnished  by  Local  Union 
No.  143A,  lATSE  affiliate  composed  of 
Negroes,  and  will  still  retain  the  services 
of  two  white  projectionists  each.  The 
whites  are  members  of  lATSE  Local  Union 
No.  143. 

Robert  Tomsen,  recently  elected  presi- 
dent of  Local  No.  143,  said  that  the  com- 
promise was  made  to  help  relieve  unem- 
ployment among  members  of  Local  No. 
143A.  The  foiu:  white  projectionists  re- 
placed by  the  Negroes  are  now  doing  va- 
cation relief  work  elsewhere  in  St.  Louis 
and  St.  Louis  county,  Tomsen  explained. 

James,  who  also  is  interested  in  the 
Douglas  Theatre,  a 700-seat  house  that  also 
caters  to  the  Negro  trade,  now  is  building 
a 1,000-seat  de  luxe  house  for  Negroes  at 
Sarah  St.  and  Finney  Ave. 

"Out-Door"  Weather  Hurts 
Grosses  in  Windy  City 

Chicago — Business  over  the  weekend 
was  another  instance  of  too  much  out- 
door weather. 

The  same  situation  has  prevailed  the 
last  few  weeks,  with  the  result  weekend 
“takes”  have  been  off  considerably  with 
mid-week  business  above  the  usual  for 
summer. 

As  one  exhibitor  put  it,  “When  the 
weather  is  poor  over  the  summer  week- 
ends, business  is  good,  and  vice-versa.” 

The  same  condition  prevails  in  the  loop, 
where  just  ordinary  summer  boxoffice 
“takes”  have  been  the  vogue. 


A Colortone  Distribution 
Deal  Made  With  NTSCo 

Chicago — A distribution  deal  with  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  on  a nation- 
wide basis  for  the  new  Colortone  shutter 
is  announced  by  Edward  M.  Schlaiffer, 
sales  manager  for  Colortone. 

Schlaiffer  has  just  returned  from  a 
sales  trip  during  which  he  visited  most  of 
National’s  midwest  branches.  A similar 
tour  over  his  territory  was  made  by  Edwin 
H.  Quinn,  Colortone  eastern  representa- 
tive. 


Year  Pact  to  King 

Hollywood — Henry  King,  ace  20th-Pox 
director,  has  been  held  for  another  year. 


C HI  111  C 

J^ATE  PLATT  of  B&K  is  now  a papa — 
by  adoption.  He  and  the  missus  now 
have  the  “cutest”  (as  Nate  puts  it)  four- 
month-old  boy  from  the  Evanston  Cradle. 
The  heir  has  been  named  William  L.  Platt. 

. . . Roy  Bruder,  manager  of  the  Chicago 
Theatre,  is  vacationing  for  the  next  two 
weeks,  with  Charlie  Nesbitt  and  Ray 
Thompson  watching  over  things  while  he 
is  away. 

Beth  Morganstern  of  Allied  has  begun 
her  two-week  vacation  which  will  take  her 
to  Denver,  Pike’s  Peak  and  other  Colorado 
points. 

Charlie  Ryan,  assistant  zone  manager, 
and  Herb  Wheeler,  district  manager  of 
Warner  Theatres,  are  vacationing  in  New 
York.  A theatre  man’s  holiday — seeing 
shows  and  the  World’s  Fair. 

Si  Stein,  formerly  booker  at  Universal, 
who  left  to  return  to  medical  school,  is 
working  at  M-G-M  during  the  summer  in- 
terval before  resuming  studies. 

Charlie  Burrus,  manager  of  the  B&K 
Nortown,  has  resigned  to  join  a publishing 
firm.  He  is  succeeded  by  C.  T.  Boisumeau 
of  the  Terminal  Theatre.  Morris  Horke 
goes  from  the  Alba  to  the  Terminal. 

Jack  Rose  of  Indiana- Illinois  sends  word 
his  Michigan  City  manager  and  presi- 
dent of  ATO  of  Indiana,  Maury  Rubin,  is 
hobbling  about  on  crutches.  Reason:  Too 
much  baseball  on  the  recent  holiday;  re- 
sult: Broken  ankle  in  two  spots. 

Jimmy  Coston,  Warner  zone  manager, 
flew  to  the  wedding  of  Harry  Warner’s 
daughter  in  Hollywood.  He  accompanied 
Joseph  Bernhard,  Warner  theatres  gen- 
eral manager,  on  the  flight  westward. 

Hank  Porter  and  "Shorty”  Otto  are 
getting  everything  ready  for  the  annual 
Film  Carriers-Photoplay  Advertising  pic- 
nic and  outing  Sunday,  August  13,  in 
Mannheim  Woods,  No.  3. 

Word  is  received  at  the  local  Warner 
exchange  of  the  death  some  weeks  ago  of 
Ralph  White,  former  office  manager  of 
the  exchange. 

George  T.  Valos  held  the  formal  open- 
ing of  his  new  theatre  in  Geneva,  III.,  last 
Saturday.  Truman  Moulder  is  manager. 

Bulletin!  Essaness  has  taken  over  the 
Apollo  Theatre  and  is  operating  it  for 
B&K.  Don’t  get  excited.  That’s  Sylvan 
(Goldie)  Goldfinger’s  way  of  telling  people 
Soible  and  Solomon  are  now  running  the 
theatre,  where  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  ap- 
pears set  for  a long  run.  Sam  Soible,  man- 
aging director,  is  now  being  assisted  by 
Phil  Solomon,  who  has  been  moved  up 
from  manager  of  the  out-lying  Regal  to 
associate  manager  of  the  Apollo. 

Bing  Crosby  had  a lot  of  fans  down  at 
the  Dearborn  Station  to  meet  him  when 
he  arrived  on  the  Santa  Fe  Super  Chief 
the  other  day  en  route  to  New  York. 

Art  Catlin,  United  Artists  exploiteer,  is 
back  after  spending  several  weeks  on  the 
west  coast  working  out  of  the  Sam  Gold- 


wyn  studios  on  two  forthcoming  pictures, 
“They  Shall  Have  Music,”  which  stars 
Jascha  Heifetz,  and  “The  Real  Glory,”  the 
next  Garry  Cooper  picture.  He  will  work 
on  these  two  pictures  in  the  Chicago 
territory  for  a while  now. 

M-G-M  has  a bulletin  board  showing 
the  progress  of  the  current  sales  drive.  It 
features  the  pictures  of  District  Manager 
Jack  Flynn  and  Branch  Manager  W.  E. 
(Doc)  Banford. 

The  Oriental  is  offering  the  public  tick- 
ets to  see  the  Fi-iday  morning  rehearsals 
of  the  stage  shows. 

Henri  Elman  will  move  his  crew  at 
Capitol- Monogran  into  new  offices  at  IZth 
and  Wabash  Monday,  just  a week  ahead 
of  his  new  neighbors-to-be,  20th  Century- 
Fox. 

A swing  version  of  ‘“The  Mikado,”  with  a 
Negro  cast,  is  the  current  stage  presenta- 
tion at  the  Oriental. 

Jesse  L.  Lasky  was  here  when  the  sum- 
mer series  of  his  Gateway-to-Hollywood 
program  got  wider  way  on  the  CBS  net- 
work. 

Jack  Blum  gets  our  apologies  again.  We 
again  called  the  Photoplay  Advertising 
partner  by  his  wrong  surname  last  week, 
in  telling  of  all  the  romance  around  the 
plant.  We  wrote  it  Katz,  when  it  should 
have  been  BLUM.  And  we  must  tell  Dave 
Katz  of  Hollywood  Advertising  we  did  not 
mean  to  get  him  in  dutch  by  using  his  last 
name  on  that  birth  report. 

Jack  Lieb,  News  of  the  Day  bureau  head 
here,  is  the  proud  papa  of  a new  daughter, 
born  to  Mrs.  Lieb  in  Michael  Reese  Hos- 
pital. 

Among  those  aboard  the  TWA  Skychief 
that  went  through  here  the  other  night 
westcoast-wards  were  Irving  Berlin  and 
Burgess  Meredith. 

Pete  Kallares,  partner  of  Great  States 
in  Gary,  Ind.,  is  the  proud  father  of  a boy. 


TRADE  DlRECTORYj 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor^^” 
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Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
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315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
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THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 
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FEW  WEEKS’  exploitation  campaign 
for  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  which 
opened  at  Loew’s,  July  6,  was  climaxed 
July  4 when  Jimmy  Harris,  exploiteer,  and 
Harold  W.  “Chick”  Evens,  manager, 
grabbed  exclusives  at  the  Lambert-St. 
Louis  Municipal  Airport  at  Bridgeton,  St. 
Louis  county,  where  some  75,000  persons 
gathered  to  watch  airplane  races,  para- 
chute jumps  and  a big  display  of  fire- 
works. A huge  banner  with  “Mr.  Chips” 
and  Loew’s  copy  was  planted  at  the  main 
runway  of  the  air  field;  one  of  the  exhibi- 
tion places  was  decorated  with  similar 
copy  while  a dozen  announcements  plug- 
ging the  picture  and  theatre  was  throated 
from  the  p.  a.  system  from  the  control 
tower. 

Other  publicity  grabs  included  a story 
in  the  Post-Dispatch  daily  magazine  about 
Greer  Garson  with  the  paper’s  Hollywood 
staff  correspondent  as  the  author.  A new 
stunt  in  local  movie  exploitation.  A three 
chapter  serial  of  the  picture  was  carried  in 
the  St.  Louis  County  Leader,  o weekly 
with  40,000  circulation,  while  10,000  small 
heralds  were  distributed  with  Liberty 
Magazine  which  gave  “Mr.  Chips’’  a four- 
star  rating.  There  was  also  the  usual  co-op 
ads  with  department  stores,  window  dis- 
plays, feature  stories  and  art  in  all  the 
local  newspapers  and  a radio  tieup. 

While  acting  as  master  of  ceremonies  at 
a Lions  Club  homecoming  and  Independ- 
ence Day  celebration  at  Johnston  City,  lU., 
Robert  J.  Weber,  who  operated  a theatrical 
agency  here,  collapsed  and  died  . . . Dis- 
played in  the  lobby  of  the  Fox  here,  was  a 
Mexican  pottery  exhibit  valued  at  $10,000 
. . . Viola  Frank,  office  manager  of  the 
Fred  Wehrenberg  circuit,  will  vacation  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  region. 

Few  film  salesmen  who’ve  had  dealings 
with  him  will  deny  that  Harold  “Chick” 
Evens,  Loew’s  manager  here,  is  a pretty 
smart  fellow.  Evens,  a graduate  of  Colum- 
bia University,  owns  a law  degree  . . . Tony 
Matreci,  manager  of  the  Uptown,  is  chair- 
man of  the  committee  arranging  Variety’s 
golf  tournament.  Proceeds  realized  will  be 
used  to  send  underprivileged  children  to  a 
summer  camp. 

Funeral  services  were  held  here  for  Mrs. 
Annie  Davis,  mother  of  Paul  Beisman,  resi- 
dent manager  of  the  American  Theatre 
and  manager  of  the  Municipal  Theatre 
Ass’n,  with  burial  in  the  B’nai  Amoona 
Cemetery.  Mrs.  Davis,  who  was  64,  died  of 
a heart  attack  . . . Final  rites  were  held 
here  for  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hofmann,  91, 
grandmother  of  Betty  Grable  screen  ac- 
tress . . . Variety  Club  quarters  in  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel  here  are  being  air-con- 
ditioned. 

A regular  attendant  of  the  “School  for 
Expectant  Fathers”  at  the  St.  Louis  Coun- 
ty Hospital,  has  been  Richard  Berger,  pro- 
duction manager  of  the  Municipal  Opera 
Ass’n  . . . Every  Tuesday,  weather  permit- 
ting, when  he’s  off  duty,  Chester  Vickery, 
Loew’s  assista7it  manager,  takes  to  the 
bridle  paths  in  Forest  Park  . . . The  Am- 
bassador and  Missouri  theatres  showed  the 
Louis-Galento  fight  films. 

The  35-acre  tract  once  occupied  by  the 


Visitor  From  Indiana — 

Roy  E.  Harrold  (right)  drops  in  on 
Charles  Reagan,  Paramount  western 
division  sales  manager,  while  visiting 
New  York.  Harrold  operates  the 
Princess  and  Castle  theatres  m Rush- 
ville,  Ind. 

Top-Notch  Film  Dishes  by 
United  Artists,  Chicago 

Chicago — When  the  United  Artists  is 
reopened  by  B&K,  July  22,  the  theatre  will 
have  one  of  the  best  string  of  pictures 
for  an  extended  period  of  weeks  that  it 
has  been  able  to  offer  the  film-going  pub- 
lic in  many  months. 

All  from  M-G-M,  and  in  their  probable 
order  for  dishing  up  to  the  public,  will  be 
“Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever,”  “Lady 
of  the  Tropics,”  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  “The 
Women,”  and  “On  Borrowed  Time.” 


Lease  Monon  Howard 

Monon,  Ind. — Theatrical  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  of  Indianapolis,  has  leased  the  How- 
ard Theatre,  operated  by  M.  A.  Howard 
since  he  built  it  two  years  ago.  It  is  the 
28th  link  in  the  T,  E.  chain. 


Red  Bud  Opening  Sept.  1 
Red  Bud,  III. — Work  on  the  new  Red 
Bud  Theatre  is  progressing  rapidly  and 
the  house  is  expected  to  be  open  about 
September  1.  The  builder  is  C.  T.  Dusin- 
berre,  formerly  RCA  sound  engineer. 


"Marines"  to  Felton 
Hollywood  — “Calling  All  Marines,” 
which  Armand  Schaefer  will  produce  for 
Republic,  wiU  be  scripted  by  Earl  Felton. 


St.  Louis  Sportsmen’s  Shooting  Club  at 
Bellefontaine  and  St.  Cyr  roads,  has  been 
acquired  by  John  Soitiea.  He  says  he’s 
planning  an  amusement  park  on  a com- 
prehensive scale  . . . “Catch  an  Error  and 
Win  a Pair”  is  a new  radio  game  hatched 
by  Les  Kaufman,  Fox  Theatre  publicist, 
and  Allen  Franklin,  KXOK  program  di- 
rector, the  object  of  which  is  to  spot 
grammatical  errors  made  by  the  an- 
nouncers. 


NAT  Weinberg’s  hat  won’t  fit  his  head 
these  days.  Weinberg,  promoter  of  nu- 
merous “Jitterbug”  contests  in  theatres 
throughout  Indiana,  recently  received  a 
full  page  in  the  roto  section  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Sunday  Star  depicting  the  “Jitter- 
bugs” in  action. 

Roy  E.  Harrold,  exhibitor  from  Rush- 
ville,  Ind.,  was  a guest  of  Paramount’s 
World’s  Fair  hostess  on  a visit  to  New 
York.  After  taking  in  the  Fair,  Harrold  at- 
tended some  leading  radio  programs. 

“Smooth  Starts”  and  “Sand  and  Flame,’** 
commercial  films  made  by  Chevrolet,  were 
screened  here  at  the  Columbia  Club  for 
the  Optimist  Club  . . . Marc  J.  Wolf  and 
his  wife,  who  spent  several  days  in  New 
York  visiting  the  Fair  and  renewing  ac- 
quaintances with  Olsen  and  Johnson,  said 
Carl  Niesse,  who  operates  the  Vogue  here, 
is  getting  plenty  of  plugs  in  “Hellzapop- 
pin,”  stage  play  in  which  the  comedians 
appear. 

William  Roland  Bair  Is 
Fatally  Hurt  in  Crash 

Indianapolis — William  Roland  Bair,  son 
of  Roy  Bair,  secretary  of  Olson  Theatres 
and  director  of  the  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana,  was  fatally  injured  in 
a collision  of  two  automobiles  between 
Petosky  and  Walloon  Lake  in  Michigan, 
last  Sunday. 

The  accident  took  the  lives  of  Miss  Betty 
Morris  of  Petosky,  who  was  riding  with 
young  Bair,  and  Mrs.  Minnie  Reber  of 
Petosky,  a passenger  in  the  other  car. 

Young  Bair,  known  to  his  many  friends 
as  “Billy,”  died  several  hours  following  the 
accident  at  the  Little  Traverse  Hospital  in 
Traverse  City,  Mich.  The  woman  and  girl 
were  killed  instantly. 

The  Bairs  have  a summer  home  at  Bay 
View,  Mich.,  and  had  been  there  since 
June  27.  They  have  spent  their  summers 
there  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Mrs.  Bair  was  prostrated  by  her  son’s 
death.  She  is  now  in  the  hospital  at  Tra- 
verse City.  Billy  was  her  only  child. 

Funeral  services  were  held  here  Wednes- 
day, with  burial  at  Crown  Hill  Cemetery. 


Louise  Campbell  Honored 
By  Chicago  Alma  Mater 

Chicago — Louise  Campbell,  Paramount 
player,  was  here  July  10  as  guest  of  honor 
at  a luncheon  for  alumni  of  the  Chicago 
School  of  Expression. 

Miss  Campbell  has  just  completed  a role 
in  “The  Star  Maker,”  a Charles  R.  Rogers 
production  in  which  she  is  featured  with 
Bing  Crosby,  Linda  Ware  and  Ned  Sparks. 


Panorama  to  Open 

Chicago — ^The  Panorama  is  expected  to 
be  opened  shortly  by  Carl  Borak.  Stanley 
Theatre  Supply  is  renovating  and  outfit- 
ting the  house. 


General  Seats  for  Ritz 

East  Alton,  III. — The  Ritz  Theatre 
here  is  installing  new  General  seats,  pur- 
chased from  L.  T.  Rockenstein  Co. 
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September  Hearing 
For  Ouster  Cases 


^CLYDE  ECKHARDT 


Chicago— Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  Clyde 
Eckhardt,  who  is  feted  next  Monday  night, 
July  24,  at  the  Congress  Hotel  Casino  on 
his  silver  anniversary  in  the  industry,  has 
grown  up  with  the  business  and  the  com- 
pany with  which  he  is  now  associated. 

The  month  of  July  has  been  designated 
as  a Silver  Jubilee  Celebration  by  exchange 
employes  in  honor  of  Eckhardt,  who  has 
spent  25  years  with  20th-Fox. 

Eckhardt  entered  show  business  as  ad- 
vance man  for  Lincoln  J.  Carter  Theatrical 
Attractions,  Inc.,  in  1899.  He  next  became 
treaisurer  of  that  company,  with  which  he 
remained  for  eight  years,  leaving  to  be- 
come manager  of  three  W.  P.  Shaver  thea- 
tres. 

Clyde  took  some  time  out  the  next  seven 
years,  trying  his  abilities  as  an  actor.  At- 
testing to  his  histrionic  activities,  is  a pro- 
gram listing  his  name  as  a trouper  which 
still  hangs  in  his  office.  He  continued 
doubling  business  and  acting  until  1914, 
which  year  saw  his  entrance  into  the  ex- 
change branch  of  the  film  industry. 

Early  in  1914,  Eckhardt  joined  A.  W. 
Cross  Independent  Film  Co.  as  assistant 
to  the  manager. 

A few  months  later  he  went  with  Fox 
Films  as  assistant  branch  manager  in 
Pittsburgh.  He  advanced  rapidly  to  be- 
come manager  of  that  exchange  and  in 
June,  1917,  he  advanced  to  the  Pox  home 
office.  He  came  here  as  branch  manager 
in  September,  1917. 

Clyde  remained  here  nearly  six  years 
before  being  called  back  to  New  York, 
this  time  as  assistant  general  manager 
under  Winfield  Sheehan.  But  three  years 
later,  in  April,  1926,  he  returned  to  the 
Windy  City  and  has  remained  here  ever 
since,  most  of  the  time  as  branch  man- 
ager and  for  a short  spell  as  district  chief. 

Many  are  the  accomplishments  of  Clyde 
Eckhardt  in  the  industry.  As  Jack  Kirsch, 


president  of  Allied  Tlieatres  of  Illinois 
and  co-chairman  of  the  testimonial  dinner 
to  honor  Eckliardt,  has  written  in  notices 
of  the  coming  banquet,  he  has  established 
“a  fine  record  for  himself  for  integrity 
and  service.” 

“Service”  includes  the  organization  of 
the  Chicago  Film  Board  of  Trade,  which 
Eckhardt  served  as  president  for  many 
years.  He  has  been  in  charge  of  numerous 
charity  drives  by  the  industry  and  with 
much  success. 

Simultaneous  with  the  celebration  of 
Eckhardt’s  Silver  Jubilee  with  20th  Cen- 
tury-Pox will  be  the  opening  of  the  com- 
pany’s new  exchange  building  at  13th  and 
Wabash.  It  will  be  “open  house”  all  day 
at  the  exchange,  after  which  virtually 
every  exhibitor  in  the  Chicago  area  is  ex- 
pected to  attend  the  testimonial  celebra- 
tion. 


Public  Awaits  Television, 
But  Is  Loyal  to  Films 

Chicago  — The  public  is  prepared  for 
television  and  is  anticipating  its  commer- 
cial beginning,  according  to  random  com- 
ments from  six  persons  asked  by  the  in- 
quiring reporter  of  the  Chicago  Times. 

The  question  asked  was  “Do  you  think 
television  will  take  the  place  of  the 
movies  in  the  future?”  Most  of  the  an- 
swers formd  the  people  waiting  and  anx- 
ious for  television,  but  feeling  that  they 
will  still  have  a place  for  motion  pictures 
as  well  as  television. 


Great  States  Shutters 
Three  Illinois  Units 

Chicago  — Among  summer  closings  of 
Great  States  houses  are  the  Rialto,  Wau- 
kegan; Pox,  Aurora,  and  Belasco,  Quincy. 


gPR’GlIRIlElILD 

jyjAX  TSCHAUDER,  manager  of  the 
Roxy  Theatre,  is  spending  his  vaca- 
tion by  taking  in  the  sights  of  New  York 
and  the  World’s  Fair  with  his  family. 

Edmond  Metzger,  manager  of  the  Strand 
Theatre,  has  returned  from  spending  his 
vacation  in  California  where  he  visited 
several  of  the  Hollywood  studios. 

A deep  well  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  a cooling  system  has  been  dug  for 
the  Kerasotes  Bros,  theatre  at  Onarga,  111. 

J.  H.  Glucksman,  who  has  the  right  to 
the  new  picture,  "Our  Babies,”  has  been 
in  Springfield  arranging  a campaign  with 
Dave  Jones,  manager  of  the  Senate  Thea- 
tre for  the  first  showing  of  the  picture 
there. 


Jefferson  City — Two  cases  connected 
with  the  ouster  of  John  P.  Nick,  lATSE 
vice-president,  and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  for- 
mer business  manager  of  Local  No.  143, 
from  control  of  the  latter  union  will  be 
heard  in  the  September  term  of  the  Mis- 
souri supreme  court. 

One  case  concerns  the  appeal  of  Nick 
and  Weston  from  an  order  by  Judge  Ernest 
Oakley  appointing  a temporary  receiver 
for  No.  143,  while  the  second  is  based  on 
the  unsuccessful  attempt  of  William  F. 
Canavan  and  other  defense  intervenors  to 
compel  Oakley  to  accept  an  appeal  bond, 
which  automatically  would  have  super- 
seded the  receivership  and  returned  con- 
trol of  No.  143  to  Nick  and  Weston  until 
higher  courts  could  pass  on  the  receiver- 
ship suit. 


"Union  Pacific"  Boosted 
By  Mary  McCormic 

Chicago — Paramount’s  “Union  Pacific” 
got  some  imscheduled  publicity  in  the 
newspapers,  when  Mary  McCormic,  Chi- 
cago’s madcap  of  the  opera,  got  herself 
into  trouble  with  the  Hammond,  Ind.,  po- 
lice. 

She  was  driving  through  Hammond 
when  a sergeant  spotted  her  car  with  the 
license  plates  of  the  governor  of  Wyom- 
ing. Before  Mary  could  explain  satisfac- 
torily, she  was  in  jail,  where  she  finally 
made  herself  clear  by  demonstrating  her 
singing  ability  and  telling  her  story  of  a 
recent  visit  to  Omaha  when  “Union  Pa- 
cific” was  premiered  and  where  Gov.  Nels 
H.  Smith  of  Wyoming  gave  her  his  auto- 
mobile license  plates  as  a memento. 


Plans  Special  Campaign 
For  "Daughter  s Day" 

Chicago — A special  campaign  is  being 
planned  by  Sam  Clark,  Warner  exploiteer, 
on  “Daughter’s  Day,”  to  be  celebrated 
Sunday,  July  23,  during  the  run  of  War- 
ner’s “Daughters  Courageous,”  which  op- 
ens July  21  at  the  Chicago  Theatre. 

Clark  has  been  working  on  a tieup 
with  the  State  Street  Council,  organiza- 
tion of  loop  business  firms,  for  a city-wide 
celebration  of  “Daughter’s  Day.” 

Priscilla  Lane,  one  of  the  four  daughters 
in  the  film,  has  been  chosen  as  America’s 
typical  daughter,  and  will  be  so  exploited 
in  the  local  campaign. 


New  Council  Member 

Chicago — Mrs.  Francis  J.  Waindle,  mo- 
tion picture  chairman  of  the  Illinois  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs  and  second  vice- 
president  of  the  Better  Films  Council  of 
Chicago,  is  a new  member  of  the  National 
Screen  Council  of  Boxoffice,  which  selects 
the  best  picture  made  each  month  for  the 
Blue  Ribbon  Award. 
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Howard  Ballman  Services 
Are  Held  in  St  Louis 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were  held  for 
Howard  E.  Ballman,  37  years  old,  co-mana- 
ger of  the  Baden,  Janet  and  Lowell  theatres 
which  are  part  of  the  Kaimann  Bros,  cir- 
cuit in  north  St.  Louis. 

Ballman,  a retired  naval  air  corps  lieu- 
tenant, was  twice  cited  for  bravery  in  the 
line  of  duty  while  in  Uncle  Sam’s  service. 
He  became  connected  with  the  Kaimann 
theatres  upon  leaving  the  navy  about  three 
years  ago.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  Mrs, 
Ann  Kaimann  Ballman,  and  a son,  Robert, 
His  father,  Robert  H,  Ballman,  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Bremen  Bank  and  Trust 
Co, 

He  died  of  a gall  bladder  infection  at 
De  Paul  Hospital  July  5 and  had  been  ill 
but  a short  time. 


RKO  Palace  in  Chicago 
May  Reopen  August  11 

Chicago — If  releases  continue  to  flow 
from  RKO  and  Universal  as  they  are  now, 
the  RKO  Palace  may  open  Friday,  August 
11,  though  this  date  is  only  a tentative 
one. 

It  is  understood  RKO  executives  have 
been  negotiating  for  concessions  both  on 
the  rent  and  union  wage  scales  before 
the  house  is  reopened. 
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# 98U-RACXETEERS  07  TEE  RAFOE-O.O'Brlco-C.rills-W.RoTBolda-e.Scabrook 

-ZZTRE  07  THE  tTASTIUIfD-Oront  nthera-Technlcolor 

# 8U5-iiCOTTAni  EHTTEM-treno  Autry-S.Boniatto-J. Story 

-UNRSATraH  SEJCEDOr.W.aollaudet-B.Xoltk 

-WITHOtrr  ?URnrO-7.7arconl- 

-TEZ  PORT  or  EaIS-PoIIp  Aaa  Toua^-MoBt  a Blue 


66-IInlT 

65-^ara 

69-ua< 


iio^rai 
loi-rox 
55 -w 
93-CA 
121-Col. 
62-8X0 

55^one* 
59-8«P 
GoVod 
68- tup. 
Go-tup 


August  Releases  in 
Chicago 


Re-Sign  Singer-Actress 

Hollywood — Ilona  Massey,  actress-sing- 
er, has  drawn  a new  long-term  contract  at 
Metro. 


Set  Palmer  House  Date 

Chicago — ^The  Women’s  Film  Industry 
Club  will  meet  Tuesday  night,  July  18,  at 
the  Palmer  House. 


Rex  Barrett  Is  Staging 
Political  Comeback 

Columbia,  Mo. — Rex  P.  Barrett,  man- 
ager of  several  local  motion  picture  thea- 
tres, who  was  defeated  more  than  two  to 
one  in  a Democratic  primary  last  March 
when  he  sought  re-election  as  Mayor  of 
Columbia,  won  a big  political  comeback 
when  he  won  first  place  in  a three-way 
special  party  primary. 

Victory  in  the  Democratic  primary  is 
tantamount  to  election.  In  fact  it  now 
looks  like  former  Mayor  Barrett  will  not 
have  any  opposition  in  the  special  city 
election  July  25. 

In  the  regular  primary  election  last 
March,  Mayor  Barrett  was  defeated  by  H. 
L.  Wilson,  a retired  railway  employe.  Wil- 
son was  elected  Mayor  in  April  but  served 
only  a few  weeks,  resigning  because  of  ill 
health.  This  unexpected  development  en- 
abled Barrett  to  pull  his  comeback. 


Henri  Elmans,  Hitherto 
Unbeaten,  Lose  Pair 

Chicago — The  Henri  Elmans,  erstwhile 
undefeated  leaders  of  the  Filmrow  Soft- 
ball  League,  lost  two  games  last  week, 

7 to  10,  to  Photoplay-Film  Carriers;  and 

8 to  12,  to  the  Crillon  Hotel  team. 

The  20th  Century-Fox  team  also  lost  a 
double-header,  6 to  8,  to  the  hotel  team; 
6 to  16,  to  Filmack.  This  leaves  the  Henri 
Elman  and  Hotel  Crillon  teams  tied  for 
first,  with  four  games  won  and  two  lost 
each.  Close  behind,  three  won  and  two 
lost,  is  Photoplay-Film  Carriers. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President.  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  pages,  6x9.  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Trendle  Turns  to  Radio  After 
31  Years  With  UDT  Circuit 


Rentals  Tax-Subject, 
Believes  Ohio  Chief 

Columbus,  Ohio — William  S.  Evatt, 
newly  appointed  chief  of  the  Ohio  tax 
board,  has  stated  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
film  rentals  are  subject  to  payment  of  the 
three  per  cent  sales  tax  of  the  state.  He 
says: 

“I  differ  with  the  former  commission 
who  planned  to  defend  the  accusation  they 
over-stepped  their  authority  in  exempting 
the  rentals.  I have  instructed  the  attor- 
ney general  to  present  the  facts  only.  If 
there  is  to  be  more  of  a defense  it  is  en- 
tirely up  to  the  motion  picture  industry  to 
provide  it.  However,  in  any  case  I shall 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  court.” 


Columbus  Exhibitors 
Leash  Film  Buying 

Columbus — Locally  a unique  situation 
exists  as  pertaining  to  exhibitors  buying 
for  1939-40.  As  far  as  is  known  not  a 
single  house  has  signed  contracts  for  next 
year.  Two  things  are  holding  them  back: 
The  independent  exhibitors  are  more-or- 
less  anticipating  a more  drastic  move  on 
the  part  of  first  runs  in  event  dual  bills  do 
not  improve  attendance:  and  the  inability 
of  Virgil  Jackson  and  his  newly  organ- 
ized booking  combine  to  get  together  with 
the  distributors  on  the  deals. 

However,  film  salesmen  making  their 
headquarters  in  Columbus  are  reporting 
substantial  gains  in  their  territories  over 
last  year — despite  absence  of  local  buying. 
Bernie  Gardner  of  Paramount  is  running 
20  per  cent  ahead.  He  advises  that  the 
coal  mining  districts  around  Bellaire  are 
producing  once  again. 


Liberty  at  Verona  Free 
Of  Lottery  Charges 

Pittsburgh  — A Verona  theatre  owner 
has  been  exonerated  on  a lottery  charge 
in  connection  with  the  operation  of  a cash 
night  contest. 

Last  April  a woman  patron  of  the  Lib- 
erty Theatre,  Verona,  protested  the  name 
called  in  a cash  award  contest,  claiming 
the  “number”  as  her  own.  It  was  proved 
and  admitted  that  she  had  signed  two 
cards.  When  this  was  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  Rudy  Navari,  veteran  exhibitor, 
one  of  the  two  cards  had  been  withdrawn 
and  the  second  “number”  had  been  used 
for  the  signature  of  another  patron.  The 
situation  was  explained  to  the  theatre  au- 
dience, which  agreed  that  the  woman  was 
not  entitled  to  the  $110  prize.  She  brought 
lottery  charges  against  the  theatre,  which 
were  dismissed  by  a local  magistrate. 


Build  for  Tri-States 

Canton,  Ohio — Construction  has  started 
on  the  new  theatre  being  built  in  North 
Canton  for  the  Tri-State  Theatres,  Inc., 
according  to  an  announcement  by  George 
A.  Delis,  district  manager  for  the  circuit. 
The  new  house,  which  will  cost  about  $65,- 
000,  will  be  operated  by  George  S.  Ellis. 


By  U.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — One  of  Michigan’s  most  wide- 
ly known  industry  figures  passed  out  of 
the  film  picture,  with 
the  resignation  of 
George  W.  Trendle  as 
president  of  United 
Detroit  Theatres  af- 
ter a 31 -year  associa- 
tion with  the  Auto 
City’s  largest  chain. 

Trendle’s  resigna- 
tion, preceded  by  a 
flurry  of  unconfirmed 
rumors,  came  as  a 
distinct  surprise  to 
local  show  business. 
GEO.  w.  TKENDUE  Tiendle  headed 
UDT  as  local  operating  partner  since 
1933.  As  such,  he  was  probably  the  most 
important  single  personality  in  the  local 
exhibition  field. 

In  recent  years  he  became  more  and 
more  interested  in  his  many  radio  activi- 
ties. It  is  this  activity  which  is  given  as 
an  important  factor  in  his  decision  to  re- 
tire from  theatre  operation.  Among  Tren- 
dle’s radio  interests  are  Station  WXYZ 
and  such  national  programs  as  “The  Lone 
Ranger”  and  “The  Green  Hornet.” 

Trendle,  a lawyer  by  profession,  began 
in  show  business  in  1908  with  John  H. 
Kunsky  (King).  Tlie  pair  opened  the 
Casino,  one  of  Detroit’s  earliest  downtown- 
ers. Under  able  operation,  the  circuit 
proceeded  to  expand.  For  a time  it  oper- 
ated all  first  run  houses  in  Detroit. 

With  the  withdrawal  of  King  from  ac- 
tive participation,  Trendle  became  active 
head  of  the  organization. 

The  circuit  was  taken  over  by  Para- 
mount in  1929  under  the  usual  stock 
agreement,  Trendle  going  into  the  radio 
field. 

In  1933,  following  Paramount’s  re- 
organization, UDT  was  formed  to  take 

Idzal  Tries  io  Keep 
Detroit  Fox  Open 

Detroit — Readjusting  operating  policies 
to  poor  business  conditions.  Manager  David 
M.  Idzal  of  the  Fox  Theatre  is  endeavoring 
to  keep  this  big  house  open  for  the  sum- 
mer. 

Present  negotiations  are  with  mainten- 
ance unions  for  a reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  men  now  employed.  Stagehands 
automatically  dropped  from  20  to  four 
when  stage  shows  were  dropped  six  weeks 
ago. 

Advertising  appropriations  have  been 
reduced.  Plans  are  being  made  to  stagger 
vacations  so  extra  help  will  not  be  neces- 
sary. 

Some  of  the  staff  are  working  three  days 
a week  so  that  necessary  cuts  are  being 
spread  around. 


over  operation  of  the  houses  as  a Para- 
mount partner.  The  Kunsky  circuit  name 
disappeared,  while  the  slogan,  “Operated 
by  George  W.  Trendle,”  was  used  promi- 
nently in  advertising. 

Meanwhile,  unestablished  reports  per- 
sists of  further  changes  in  operating  per- 
sonnel. If  they  prove  well-founded,  the 
changes  probably  will  not  be  made  until 
after  August  1 when  Trendle  is  expected  to 
leave  UDT,  moving  his  headquarters  to 
his  radio  offices  two  floors  above  the  thea- 
tre offices. 

How  highly  Trendle’s  career  has  ranked 
him  in  the  opinion  of  Detroit  citizens  is 
expressed  in  an  editorial  by  the  Detroit 
Free  Press: 

“The  resignation  is  a matter  of  regret 
among  patrons  of  moving  picture  theatres 
in  Detroit.  Mr.  Trendle  has  maintained 
standards  that  have  been  a benefit  to 
the  community  and  a satisfaction  to  audi- 
ences. 

“He  has  stood  for  cleanliness,  morality, 
wholesome  atmosphere,  and  entertainment 
of  the  highest  grade  available.  And,  when 
necessary,  he  has  carried  his  battle  for 
these  things  as  far  as  Hollywood. 

“Mr.  Trendle  has  been  a credit  to  the 
entertainment  business,  and  he  is  needed 
in  it.” 


Decision  on  Operation  Will 
Follow  Goldenson's  Report 

Detroit — Leonard  Goldenson.  Paramount 
executive,  who  has  been  making  a survey 
of  the  local  situation,  following  George 
W.  Trendle’s  resignation,  returns  to  New 
York  about  Saturday,  and  a decision  on 
operating  procedure  here  is  possible  late 
next  week,  following  his  report  to  Barney 
Balaban,  president  of  Paramount,  It  is 
considered  likely  that  a Paramount  part- 
ner from  some  other  territory  may  step  in. 
Goldenson  declared  that  “there  is  no  in- 
tention of  making  any  changes  in  present 
personnel.” 


Earl  Hudson  May  Fill  In 
As  UDT  Operating  Chief 

Detroit — It  was  understood  in  informed 
circles  this  week  here  and  in  New  York 
that  Earl  Hudson,  United  Detroit  Theatres 
publicity  and  advertising  director,  and  re- 
cently executive  aide  to  Ti-endle,  might 
be  asked  by  Barney  Balaban  of  Paramount 
to  fill  in  temporarDy  for  his  chief. 

In  New  York,  it  was  said  by  Balaban, 
that  at  present  plans  do  not  call  for 
turning  the  operation  of  the  houses  over 
to  Balaban  & Katz  of  Chicago,  who  for- 
merely  operated  the  houses  before  Trendle 
was  given  his  management  deal. 

Hudson  has  had  many  years  experience 
in  all  fields  of  the  industry.  He  has  done 
trade  paper  work,  was  in  the  production 
end  of  the  business  on  the  west  coast,  has 
managed  theatres,  done  considerable  pub- 
licity work,  and  in  the  last  several  months 
has  been  aiding  Trendle  in  general  opera- 
tion of  the  Detroit  theatres,  in  addition  to 
his  publicity  duties. 
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Gerson  Cleveland  Head 
For  Big  Feature  Rights 


Cleveland — Sam  A.  Gerson  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  local  office  of  Big 
Feature  Rights  Ex- 
changes. Inc.  He 
succeeds  Carl 
Scheuch.  who  has 
resigned.  Appoint- 
ment was  made  by 
Lee  Goldberg,  presi- 
dent of  the  com- 
pany, whose  head- 
quarters are  in  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Sam  Gerson  has 
been  continuously 
in  the  picture  busi- 
ness for  the  past  20 
time  his  experience 
include  all  types  of 


S.  a.  GERSON 


years,  during  which 
has  been  varied  to 
distribution. 

His  first  business  experience  was  as  a 
telegraph  operator,  but  about  1920  he  join- 
ed forces  with  M.  B.  Horwitz  in  organiz- 
ing the  Buckeye  Poster  Rental  Co.,  with 
offices  on  lower  Prospect  Ave.  Max  Shen- 
ker,  now  selling  candy  machines,  became 
associated  with  the  company  which  oper- 
ated some  seven  years  before  it  was  taken 
over  by  the  present  owners  of  the  Exhibi- 
tors Postal  Rental  Co. 

R’om  poster  rental  to  independent  dis- 
tribution was  only  a short  step.  With  his 
brother,  Nate,  he  took  over  a small  ex- 
change operated  by  Dave  Selznick.  A few 
years  later  the  boys  increased  their  output 
of  independent  product  by  acquiring  the 
Pioneer  Film  Exchange  which,  until  then, 
was  run  by  Davey  Davidson.  Davidson  then 
joined  Fox  Film,  with  whom  he  stayed 
until  his  retirement  from  active  business 
last  fall. 

When  Nat  Barach  came  to  Cleveland 
from  Pittsburgh  to  take  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Goldwyn  exchange.  Gerson 
tied  his  wagon  to  the  Goldwyn  star  and 
became  a salesman  for  the  company  in  this 
territory.  Barach  and  Gerson  worked  to- 
gether harmoniously  until  the  opportunity 
of  buying  the  old  local  Selznick  exchange 
presented  itself.  Sidney  Rosenthal  was  also 
affiliated  with  the  company.  This  exchange 
had  a comparatively  short  life,  however, 
and  Gerson  left  it  to  open  the  Tiffany  ex- 
change in  Cleveland.  Going  was  hard  for 
Tiffany  in  the  early  days,  and  its  future 
looked  dubious  so  Gerson  left  to  join  the 
Universal  exchange  in  Indianapolis.  He 
stayed  there  about  five  years. 

In  1932  he  returned  to  Cleveland  as 
salesman  for  Columbia,  a position  which 
he  held  continuously  for  seven  years.  This 
relationship  was  severed  a month  ago. 

In  appointing  Sam  Gerson  manager  of 
his  Cleveland  office,  Lee  Goldberg,  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  independent  distribution 
field  in  the  central  states,  feels  confident 
tJiat  the  office  will  become  an  important 
factor  in  the  progress  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  in  this  territory. 


Adapt  Aviation  Yarn 

Hollywood — “20,000  Men  a Year,”  a 
story  of  the  federal  government’s  aeronau- 
tical training  project,  will  be  adapted  by 
Lou  Breslow  and  Owen  Francis  for  20tli- 
Fox. 


W.  Pa.  MPTO  Will 
Meet  Oci.  23-24 


Pittsburgh — Annual  convention  of  the 
MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  is  announced  for 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  October  23  and  24. 

Fred  J.  Herrington,  secretary,  stated 
that  the  dates  were  set  aside  at  a direc- 
tors meeting  and  that  plans  for  the  af- 
fair would  be  arranged  sometime  in  the 
near  future. 

Directors  said  that  national  Allied  lead- 
ers would  attend,  as  would  other  industry 
figures.  Members  of  the  board  feel  that 
more  important  issues  will  face  the  con- 
vention than  ever  before.  One  of  the  im- 
portant subjects  will  be  film  contracts  and 
business  in  connection  with  negotiations 
for  purchasing  the  new  season’s  product. 
A membership  meeting  or  two  will  be  held 
prior  to  the  convention.  Directors’  ses- 
sions will  continue  through  the  summer. 


Toledo  Theatres  & Realty 
Revamp  Hearing  Aug.  10 

Toledo — Permanency  of  Louis  A.  Schra- 
der as  trustee  of  the  Toledo  Theatres  & 
Realty  Co.  in  the  petition  for  reorganiza- 
tion of  that  firm  will  be  considered  at  a 
hearing  before  Fred  H.  Kruse,  special 
master,  at  room  207,  U.  S.  court  house 
here  on  August  10. 

Tlie  petition  for  reorganization  and  for 
relief  was  filed  under  Chapter  X of  the 
bankruptcy  act  by  Columbus  Melhorn,  J.  R. 
McDowell,  B.  O.  Bistline  and  Ann  J. 
Robison. 

August  10  also  is  the  deadline  for  fil- 
ing of  claims  or  objections. 


Free  Shows  in  Beer  Garden 
Youngstown,  Ohio — Art  Mallory,  owner- 
manager  of  nearby  Craig  Beach  park  has 
inaugurated  a policy  of  free  shows  at  the 
park  nightly  in  the  beer  garden.  Programs 
include  shorts,  newsreels,  comedies  and 
educational  subjects. 
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JJD  KIRCHNER  is  vacationing  in  the 
North  Woods  . . . Joe  Reich  is  back 
from  the  New  York  Fair  . . . Nat  Haase,  on 
a trip  to  Boston,  visited  his  family.  He  also 
visited  the  home  office  of  Metro  Prem- 
iums . . . Irving  Belinsky  took  A1  Zalsman 
to  a ball  game.  They  sat  in  the  bleachers. 
Now  Irving  is  applying  a sunburn  lotion, 
but  gently.  Belinsky,  by  the  way,  is  put- 
ting up  a new  soda  fountain  in  his  place 
on  Clifford  St.  . . . Max  Bluegrind  spent 
exactly  .$13  recovering  from  injuries  sus- 
tained in  a fall  from  a horse  . . . “Curley” 
Dezel  was  caught  buying  cigars  wholesale. 

A local  distributing  organization  may 
shortly  make  a deal  for  plenty  more  prod- 
uct and  involving  an  important  change  of 
name  . . . Helen  Brown,  secretary  at 
Metro  Premium,  has  recovered  from  her 
summer  cold  and  an  upset  stomach  . . . 
Roy  Reed,  Al  Bezel's  ex-partner,  is  back 
in  town.  His  plans  are  indefinite  . . . Anne 
O’Donnell  is  falling  behind  in  her  travels 
to  central  Michigan,  sticking  close  to  her 
desk  at  Excellent  Pictures  . . . The  Louis- 
Galento  films,  distributed  by  Excellent, 
went  like  hot-cakes  . . . Eddie  Heiber,  Uni- 
versal branch  manager,  was  upstate  selling. 

Abe  Fisher  has  resigned  as  Universal 
salesman  to  join  Ben  Judell  in  Chicago 
. . . Mrs.  Wilma  Zimmennan,  UA  contract 
clerk,  is  vacationing  . . . Estelle  Freden- 
berg  of  Monogram  made  a quick  one  to 
Chicago,  visiting  the  company  branch 
there,  and  Gene  Rich,  Boxoffice’s  central 
editor  . . . Bill  Bishop  and  the  wife  were 
in  for  a visit  . . . The  warm  afternoon  sun 
is  turning  Sylvia  Shiftman’s  hair  redder 
. . . Bill  Storl  plans  to  open  the  new  Milan 
in  the  Michigan  town  of  that  name  in 
three  weeks  . . . George  McArthur  is  re- 
equipping the  Shafer,  Garden  City.  George 
Carr  of  International  is  supplying  the 
seats. 

Roger  Kennedy,  lATSE  business  agent, 
is  back  from  a business  trip  to  Hollywood 
. . . The  projectionists’  union  offices  and 
clubrooms  are  being  redone  in  light  sum- 


mer shades  . . . Fay  Erskine  didn’t  say 
how  many  was  caught  on  a fishing  trip  to 
Caseville  . . . Harry  Russell,  booking  agent, 
is  folding  up  ..  . Tommy  Harris,  once 
ivith  the  Gus  Sun  booking  offices,  is  now 
assistant  manager  at  Ray  Schreiber’s  Co- 
lonial . . . Frank  Stuart,  Midwest  circuit 
general  manager,  is  headquartermg  at  the 
Majestic  . . . Dave  Neunnan,  relieved  of  his 
secretarial  duties  for  Variety  for  the  sum- 
mer, is  running  his  father’s  theatre  and 
practicing  law.  Nice  combination. 

Joe  F.  Bruzy  has  closed  the  Times  Square 
Theatre  indefinitely  . . . Dave  King  has 
darkened  the  National,  downtown,  for  the 
summer  . . . Sam  Seplowin,  Republic  chief 
here,  tripped  to  Grand  Rapids.  After  busi- 
ness hours,  he  golfed  and  fished  . . . The 
Oliver  Theatre  Supply  has  closed  . . . 
Grant  Amusement  Co.  is  being  formed  to 
operate  the  Grant  Theatre.  David  Kor- 
man  is  the  sole  stockholder  ...  If  you  see 
a man  wearing  deep  blue  sun  glases  be- 
hind a dark  tan,  it’s  probably  Bill  Carlson. 
He  got  that  way  while  in  Baltimore  . . . 
Warren  Slee,  efficient  Metro  exploiteer, 
attended  the  first  meeting  of  the  new 
Lansing  Press  Club,  was  elected  an  asso- 
ciate member. 

Ron  Abbey  of  Kalamazoo  is  training 
Cubby  jr.  to  walk  the  streets  on  the  end  of 
a leash.  Cubby’s  a strong  contender  for 
the  honor  of  being  the  new  “Leo”  . . . 
Brenkert  Light  Projection  Co.  is  celebrat- 
ing its  28th  birthday  . . . William  Schulte, 
circuit  owner,  spends  much  of  his  spare 
time  at  Wolverine  Lake,  near  Commerce, 
Mich.  . . . Sgt.  John  Bartkowiak,  whose 
talented  troupe  of  juveniles  is  a familiar 
sight  at  Variety  affairs,  was  in  charge  of 
the  police  detail  at  the  American  Legion 
Circus  at  Dearborn  . . . Bea  Mattingly, 
secretary  to  John  Howard  at  Paramount, 
is  spending  pleasant  days  in  Connecticut. 
Before  she  returns,  she’ll  take  in  the  Fair 
in  the  biggest  city. 

Elizabeth  Cleveland  of  Paramount’s  ac- 
counting department  is  back  from  the 
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Upper  Peninsula,  with  only  two  new 
hearts — a low  for  her  . . . Allen  Usher, 
Paramount  district  head,  was  in  town  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  a spell  . . . It’s 
picturesque  New  England  for  EUa  Heyser 
of  Paramount’s  booking  department,  who 
is  vacationing  . . . Brown  as  a berry,  Aud- 
rey Corbin  has  returned  from  a trip  to 
the  Canadian  Rockies  and  northern  Can- 
ada . . . Warren  Slee,  the  same  man  men- 
tioned somewhere  above,  is  doing  his  level 
best,  exploitatively  speaking,  for  “Chips” 
in  the  upstate  territory  . . . James  Berry 
of  Film  Type  Co.  here  is  vacationing  with 
his  family  in  northern  Michigan. 

Arthur  Caplan,  recuperating  from  an 
illness  several  weeks  old,  comes  down  to 
his  office  at  the  Metropolitan  Pictures  Co. 
about  three  hours  each  day  . . . William 
Marley  of  National  Theatre  Engineering 
Co.  is  on  a business  trip  . . . R.  E.  Harvey 
of  the  local  offices  of  Ross  Federal  has 
returned  from  a trip  to  St.  Louis,  Chicago, 
and  Indianapolis  . . . Pearl  Sprott,  office 
manager  of  Michigan  Allied,  is  taking  her 
two  weeks.  She  didn’t  say  where  . . . Al 
Ackerman,  East  Side  Theatre  manager,  is 
vacationing  at  Cedar  Point,  Ohio  . . . Don 
Widlund,  the  Jam  Handy  man,  has  moved 
to  New  Baltimore,  on  Lake  St.  Claire  . . . 
The  Casino  is  getting  a new  marquee. 

The  City  Council  has  approved  a mar- 
quee and  sign  for  the  new  W&W  Harper 
Theatre,  new  well  under  construction  . . . 
H.  Leverenz,  South  Haven  city  manager, 
is  looking  forward  to  the  summer  trade  . . . 
Marty  Christianson,  city  manager  for  Paul 
Schlossman  at  Muskegon,  is  another  up- 
stater  reporting  big  resort  business  . . . 
Detroit  theatres  are  cooperating  with  the 
Detroit  News  and  Salvation  Army  in  dis- 
playing Penny  Ice  Fund  boxes.  The  money 
buys  ice  for  poor  families  during  the  hot 
months  . . . Mike  Victor  of  the  Astor  en- 
tertains salesmen  at  the  Hungarian  cafe 
next  door.  Charlie  Garner  says  he  can  tell 
“borsht”  from  “kreplach.” 

Lew  Metzger,  Vitagraph  cashier,  and 
Helen  Ross,  secretary  to  Frank  Jones  are 
vacationing — but  separately  . . . Saul  Kor- 
man  of  the  Grant  and  Bernard  Brooks 
of  the  President  tried  to  get  away  from  it 
all  over  the  weekend  by  driving  to  Cedar 
Point,  Ohio  . . . Ernie  Pichler,  UA  film 
peddler,  has  been  moved  to  Milwaukee. 
Max  Stahl,  who  not  long  ago  sold  out  his 
theatre  interests  at  Shelbyville  and  was 
once  Cincinrmti  branch  manager  for  UA, 
succeeds  him  . . . The  word  is  the  Ash- 
man brothers  are  planning  to  expand  into 
southeastern  Michigan. 

The  “Oldtimers”  lost  a ball  game  to  the 
Film  Exchange,  but  they  liked  it!  The 
score  was  14  to  4.  Moe  Dudelson,  at  the 
keystone  sack,  opposed  his  son,  Sam,  on 
the  same  bag.  The  oldtimers’  strength 
stemmed  from  such  stalwarts  as  Sam  Mer- 
son,  right  field;  Ralph  Ruben,  center; 
Max  Blumenthal,  shortstop;  Stanley  Mali- 
nowski, catcher,  and  Irv  Belinsky,  pitcher. 


W.  Pennsylvania  MPTO 
Corn  Roast  on  Aug,  6 

Pittsburgh — Indications  point  to  “early 
corn.” 

And  with  this  statement,  the  MPTO  of 
W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  has  set  the  first  Sunday  in 
August  as  the  tentative  date  for  the  an- 
nual corn  roast  and  outing.  As  for  a 
number  of  years  past,  the  corn  roast  will 
be  held  at  Dr.  C.  E.  Herman’s  farm,  Camp- 
bell’s Run  Road,  Carnegie. 

The  August  6 date  awaits  the  final  okay 
of  Tony  Vincent,  manager  of  Dr.  Herman’s 
Carnegie  theatres,  who  knows  when  the 
corn  is  at  its  best. 

Tony  knows  his  oats  too. 


William  Thomas  Acquires 
Strand  at  Zelienople 

Zelienople,  Pa. — The  Strand  Theatre  has 
been  acquired  by  William  Thomas  and 
will  undergo  extensive  remodeling.  The 
house  had  been  operated  for  six  years  by 
the  Penova  Theatre  Co.  and  just  recently 
had  been  taken  over  by  the  Alpine  Thea- 
tre circuit.  The  house  now  is  closed  for 
renovations,  decorations  and  the  installa- 
tion of  new  seats,  fixtures  and  equipment. 
Thomas  operates  a theatre  at  Lo wells ville, 
Oliio,  and  is  in  the  restaurant  business  at 
New  Castle,  Pa.  Theatre  will  not  be  re- 
opened until  Fall,  Thomas  says. 


Linesville  Reopening 

Linesville,  Pa. — The  “New”  Regent 
Theatre,  exploited  as  Crawford  county’s 
finest  suburban  theatre,  has  reopened 
after  extensive  remodeling  and  the  in- 
stallation of  new  equipments.  Queen  City 
Scenic  Studios,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  decorated 
the  auditorium.  The  theatre  is  owned  and 
operated  by  Holis  L.  Hayes. 


JOSEPH  GOLDBERG  of  Big  Feature 
* Rights  returned  from  a swing  through 
western  Kentucky  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Den- 
nis H.  Long  were  teamed  up  in  a tennis 
tourney  here.  Mr.  Long  is  secretary-trea- 
surer of  the  Fourth  Avenue  Amusement  Co. 
. . . A.  R.  Breedon,  manager  of  the  Mid- 
way Theatre  at  Midway,  Ky.,  was  in  town 
to  visit  his  daughter  and  make  a few 
business  calls  . . . Andy  Anderson,  who 
operates  the  Lincoln  Theatre  at  Hodgen- 
ville,  Ky.,  the  Legion  at  Cadiz,  Ky.,  the 
Kentucky  at  Eddyville,  Ky.,  and  the  Ken- 
tucky at  Hartford,  Ky.,  has  moved  his 
headquartei’S  from  Hodgenville  to  Bowling 
Green. 

Irwin  Rau,  manager  of  the  Alice  Thea- 
atre  at  Leitchfield,  Ky.,  has  made  a hit 
with  the  farmers  of  the  community,  and 
has  several  hundred  letters  of  praise  for 
his  “Farmers’  Matinee,”  a monthly  feature. 
Rau  was  having  difficulty  trying  to  make 
the  farmers  “theatre  conscious,”  so  he  cast 
about  for  something  to  break  down  their 
resistance.  The  solution  came  by  combin- 
ing agricultural — that  is,  educational — pic- 
tures with  feature  films.  Thus  was  born 
the  “Farmers’  Matinee,”  which  is  building 
up  a tremendous  interest  among  the  farm 
folk.  These  matinees,  the  fourth  Monday  of 
every  month,  are  “on  the  house.”  Conse- 
quently, Rau  brings  them  in  one  day  a 
month  for  a treat,  and  the  rest  of  the 
month  finds  the  farmers  lining  up  satis- 
factorily at  the  boxoffice. 

The  Indiana  Theatre  at  Bloomington, 
Ind.,  has  a new  air-cooling  unit  . . . Few 
theatres  in  this  section  closed  on  the 
Fourth.  Among  them  was  the  Norman,  a 
Louisville  neighborhood  house  owned  by 
J.  M.  Wentzell,  who  for  years  has  fol- 
lowed a custom  of  making  the  holiday  a 
holiday  . . . Miss  Emiree  Skees,  stenog- 
rapher at  Loew’s  here,  was  wed  recently 
. . . B.  Ethridge  Fry,  assistant  manager  at 
Loew’s  returned  from  his  vacation. 


Defeat  the  Box-office  slump! 
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— by  using  Paramount  Premiums 
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]^-G-M  EXCHANGE  STAFF,  under 
Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  branch  manager, 
has  both  a father-and-son  and  a mother- 
and-son  combination.  Some  months  ago 
we  reported  that  the  son  of  Ted  Tolley, 
shipper  and  veteran  employe,  had  joined 
the  staff.  The  latest  entry  into  the  film 
exchange  business  is  Harry  Lockhart  the 
young  son  of  Catherine  Lockhart,  secre- 
tary to  John  J.  Maloney,  district  manager 
for  Loew’s. 

Bernie  Armstrong,  theatre  and  radio 
organist,  has  -prepared  specifications  for 
a new  pipe  organ  for  KDKA  which  will  he 
almost  an  exact  duplicate  of  those  in  Radio 
City  and  for  the  new  Hollywood  studios  of 
NBC  . . . Children  under  12  years  of  age 
are  admitted  free  at  Forbes  Field  for  each 
Monday  and  Friday  baseball  game.  For 
several  seasons  Thursdays  have  been 
ladies'  day  at  the  ball  park,  with  admis- 
sio7is  of  20  cents  . . . We  just  can't  under- 
stand that  Roanoke  athlete  who  refused 
to  accept  the  $1,000  he  won  at  a Bluefield 
theatre  Bank  Night. 

In  connection  with  the  four-day  Lions 
convention  here,  opening  July  18,  a musi- 
cal festival  is  scheduled  for  Thursday 
morning,  and  at  2 o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon in  Duquesne  Garden,  M-G-M  will 
select  a successor  to  their  famous  Leo  the 
Lion.  Lions  clubs  attending  the  conven- 
tion will  enter  pictures  of  their  lion  en- 
tries, from  which  three  finalists  will  be 
selected.  The  winner  will  be  chosen  on 
July  22  at  the  Lion’s  Day  at  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair,  and  the  New  Leo  will 
be  promptly  transported  to  Hollywood  by 
airplane. 

George  Fred  W.  Wentker,  formerly  of 
this  city  with  RCA,  is  now  assistant  maii- 
ager  of  RCA’s  Photophone  division,  the 
promotion  having  been  made  several 
weeks  ago  . . . Lawrence  Katz,  lATSE 
representative,  was  a film  exchange  visitor 
in  connection  with  Local  B-11  duties  . . . 
M-G-M  news  No.  282  and  Pathe  news  No. 
99  show  Johnny  Harris  presenting  the 
Variety  Clubs'  Humanitarian  award  to 
Father  Flanagan  of  Boys  Town  . . . Harold 
Lund.  Ross  Federal  division  manager,  and 
his  boss,  Harry  Ross,  have  a fishing  date 
in  Florida  next  month  . . . Bill  Jervis  local 
RCA  sales  manager,  is  "trying  to  take  off 
weight,”  and  he’s  gaming  more  each  time 
we  see  him. 

N.  A.  Malanos,  East  Pittsburgh  exhibi- 
tor. stated  this  week  that  he  had  made 


changes  in  the  plans  for  the  theatre  he 
had  announced  for  East  McKeesport  but 
that  he  would  have  the  project  under  con- 
struction soon.  He  said  that  his  project 
would  be  forwarded  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  another  theatre  already  is  under  con- 
struction at  East  McKeesport.  This  latter 
enterprise  was  started  several  weeks  ago 
for  Andy  Battiston  and  Dominick  Serrao. 
Malanos  stated  that  reports  that  he  had 
been  refused  a building  permit  were  in- 
correct as  he  had  not  made  application  for 
same. 

James  Works  opened  his  iiew  Grove 
Theatre,  Pine  Grove,  W.  Va.,  this  iveek 
. . . C.  R.  "Jack”  Mapel  has  closed  his 
Barney’s  Theatre,  Point  Marion,  Pa.,  on 
Thursdays  . . . Frank  Firestock,  New  Cum- 
berland, Pa.,  exhibitor,  announces  plans 
for  the  construction  of  a new  theatre 
there,  the  cost  to  be  more  than  $50,000  . . . 
James  Laux  of  the  Mt.  Oliver  Theatre  and 
Virginia  Graney  took  the  vows  at  St. 
Canice’s  Church,  Knoxville,  Wednesday. 
The  bride’s  father  is  a traffic  officer  at 
Oliver  Avenue  and  William  Penn  Way  . . . 
Charlie  Warner  will  dispose  of  the  lease 
for  the  Lido  Theatre.  Philippi,  W.  Va. 

In  addition  to  remodeling  the  screening 
room,  the  entire  Monarch  Pictures  ex- 
change was  being  remodeled  and  newly 
painted  this  week  . . . The  Monogram  of- 
fice has  been  newly  painted  too  . . . The 
Paramount  building  will  look  all  new  when 
the  air-conditioning  engineers,  plasterers, 
painters,  carpenters,  electricians,  etc.,  move 
out  in  a couple  of  weeks.  They’re  giving 
the  place  the  works  and  it  will  be  grand 
and  glorious  when  completed  . . . Eliza- 
beth Cunningham  of  Republic  is  vacation- 
ing this  week  . . . The  Joe  (Warner)  Feld- 
mans are  vacationing  in  Wisconsin. 

Lew  Lefton  underwent  a serious  opera- 
tion last  week  at  Montefiore  Hospital  and 
is  reported  coming  through  in  good  shape. 

Fred  J.  Herrington  is  still  reading  the 
testimony  on  the  Neely  anti  compulsory 
block  booking  bill  <S.  280),  the  trade  prac- 
tices hearings  published  by  the  govern- 
ment covering  more  than  650  pages  in 
small  type. 

Lewis  Hepinger  and  Roger  Lidstone  of 
the  Orpheum  Theatre,  Clarion,  and  James 
Madden  of  the  Parker  Theatre,  Parkers 
Landing,  are  back  on  the  job  after  a motor 
tour  of  Virginia  and  other  southern  states 


. . . Jerome  B.  "Jerry”  Sanders,  Filmrow 
letter  carrier  for  many  years,  died  last 
Saturday  morning  after  a short  illness. 
The  veteran  postman,  who  had  delivered 
tons  of  checks  and  mail  to  the  film  ex- 
changes and  supply  houses,  was  a friend 
of  everyone  engaged  in  the  local  motion 
picture  industry  and  his  passing  caused 
genuine  regret.  "Jerry,”  a member  of  the 
Brookline  Post  540,  American  Legion,  was 
buried  from  the  Beinhauer  Mortuary. 
Friends  of  Filmrow,  through  efforts  of 
Peter  Alderman,  offered  a beautiful  floral 
tribute. 

City  bureau  of  recreation  this  week 
added  a new  activity  to  its  summer  play- 
ground schedule  with  the  introduction  of 
outdoor  sound  motion  pictures  at  Sophia 
Evert,  Arlington,  Warrington,  Wabash, 
Olympia,  Washington,  West  Penn,  Sulli- 
van, Arsenal  and  Leslie  Parks.  Educa- 
tional, safety  and  comedy  reels  are  being 
exhibited  for  one  hour  and  a quarter  after 
9:15  p.  m. 

Joe  Mercer  is  busy  with  the  construc- 
tion of  a six-room  semi-bungalow  on 
North  IQth  St.,  Warwood,  W.  Va.,  which 
is  just  a few  blocks  from  his  Lincoln  Thea- 
tre, on  11th  St.  The  veteran  exhibitor  is 
devoting  much  of  his  time  to  this  7iew 
home. 

L.  B.  Fordan,  manager  of  WB’s  Mem- 
orial Theatre,  ^ McKeesport,  where  the 
Su7i-Telegraph’s  summer  cooking  school 
was  held  the  other  day,  reported  that  the 
affair,  which  attracted  2,800  women  at 
regular  matinee  admission  price  was  the 
most  successful  event  ever  held  at  the 
theatre,  and  “incidentally.  I’ll  have  to  get 
one  of  those  electric  roasters — they’re  mar- 
velous.” Following  the  cooking  school 
(2 1/2 -hour  demonstration)  the  audience 
remained  for  the  current  picture  attrac- 
tion without  additional  charge.  WB’s 
Schenley  and  South  Hills  theatres  also 
jammed  ’em  in  this  week  for  cooking  les- 
sons, and  additional  sessions  will  be  held 
at  the  Manor,  Mt.  Oliver,  Kenyon,  Rowland 
and  Enright  theatres. 

The  Harry  Rachieles  vacationed  at  Ge7i- 
eva-07i-the-Lake,  Ohio  . . . A7iother  U7iat- 
tached  advertising  film  “salesma7i”  is 
makhig  the  rou7ids,  making  misrepre- 
se7itatio7is  to  mercha7its  and  theatre 
operators.  Exhibitors  should  kriow  better 
tha7i  to  get  involved  with  any  such  repre- 
se7itative  uriless  he  comes  recommerided. 
Pho7ie  the  MPTO  for  your  protectio7i  a7id 
the  protectio7i  of  the  mercha7its  in  your 
comm7i7iity. 

Ike  Sweeney,  the  Testimonial  Kid,  is 
sporting  a new  Buick  . . . Ernest  Leiber- 
man,  brother-in-law  of  Harry  Kalmine, 
who  has  been  promoted  from  the  Plaza, 
Bloomfield,  to  the  post  as  manager  at  the 
WB  Squirrel  Hill  Theatre,  and  Rita  Wil- 
liams have  announced  their  engagement 
. . . The  wife  of  Ray  Wheeler,  manager  of 
the  downtown  State,  is  i-ecuperating  from 
a serious  operation  in  Allegheny  General 
Hospital.  She  is  well  known  as  the  cashier 
at  the  Casino  Theatre  . . . The  Elmer  Has- 
leys  have  returned  from  their  summer 
cottage  at  Cochranton  but  will  return 

(Continued  on  page  50) 
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Construction  Progresses 
In  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 


CIILIIEVIIEIILAWIID) 


Parkersburg  W.  Va.  — Construction  is 
well  in  progress  for  the  new  theatre  which 
is  to  be  operated  by  Mrs.  P.  M.  Thomas, 
who  has  the  Palace  here. 

The  new  house,  which  has  been  named 
the  Parker,  has  a seating  capacity  of  ap- 
proximately 400,  including  the  balcony. 
Entirely  modern,  the  front  will  be  elabor- 
ate in  color  and  decoration.  Frick  Air 
Conditioning  wili  be  installed  by  the 
Knickerbocker  Stamping  Co.,  local  agents. 
Streamlined  chairs  with  automatic  uplifts 
have  been  purchased.  The  general  con- 
tract is  in  the  hands  of  the  Plate  Con- 
struction Co.  The  building,  situated  on 
Market  St.,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth 
Sts.,  is  owned  by  H.  Rus  Warne,  archi- 
tect, of  Charleston. 

Mrs.  Thomas  plans  to  open  the  new 
Parker  by  mid-August. 


Expanding  Premium  Firm 
Into  Washington,  D.  C. 

Washington — Headquarters  have  been 
established  here  for  Paramount  Premium 
Co.  at  210  H St.,  N.  W.,  with  Ike  Katz 
as  general  sales  manager.  The  firm  is  set 
up  for  national  distribution  of  boxoffice 
stimulators.  Plans  include  establishment 
of  branch  offices  throughout  the  country. 

Associated  with  Katz,  is  his  father,  M.  S., 
and  brothers  David  and  Harry.  The  men 
have  been  engaged  for  a number  of  years 
in  exhibition,  and  recently  were  in  the 
theatre  premium  business  in  the  south. 

Included  in  the  lines  are  chinaware 
potteries,  glassware,  silverware,  dresser- 
ware,  cutlery  and  special  premiums  for 
children. 


Republic  in  Detroit  to 
Double  Office  Space 

Detroit — ^Republic,  enlarging  its  local 
offices  by  taking  over  space  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  Monarch  (now  Excellent),  will 
nearly  double  its  present  size,  according 
to  an  announcement  by  Manager  Sam 
Seplowin,  which  confirms  a two-week-old 
report  in  Boxoffice. 

Harry  Berman,  salesman,  has  been 
shifted  to  Buffalo,  his  place  being  taken 
by  W.  D.  Ward,  formerly  with  RKO. 
Don  Glennie  has  joined  Republic  as  a 
booker,  replacing  Bert  Diamond,  resigned. 
Glennie  previously  was  house  manager  for 
Associated  Theatres. 


Training  the  Stall 

Pittsburgh  — Sam  DeFazio,  veteran 
theatre  manager  of  this  city,  demoted  him- 
self to  the  position  of  an  usher  this  week, 
turning  over  the  management  of  the  Har- 
ris Denis  Theatre,  Mt.  Lebanon,  to  his 
staff  ushers.  Each  day  the  duties  were 
assumed  by  a different  usher,  with  De- 
Fazio  taking  a position  on  the  floor.  In 
this  way  the  house  staff  became  acquaint- 
ed with  some  of  the  problems  of  a theatre 
manager.  DeFazio  started  as  an  usher  at 
the  old  Olympic  Theatre  28  years  ago. 


J^EE  GOLDBERG  of  Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges,  Inc.,  was  in  town  for  a short 
visit  to  talk  over  distribution  plans  for 
the  new  season,  prior  to  starting  out  on 
a four-week  vacation  trip  to  New  York, 
Atlantic  City  and  other  eastern  seaports. 

Louis  Isreal  has  enlarged  the  -parking 
facilities  adjoining  his  Center  Mayfield 
Theatre  . . . John  Newkirk,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Granada,  and  family  have  set  sail 
for  a vacation  at  Put-in-Bay. 

Peter  Rosian,  special  sales  representative 
for  Universal  in  Dave  Miller’s  district,  and 
Mrs.  Rosian  (better  known  as  Mae  Vin- 
cent), spent  the  weekend  of  the  Fourth  at 
Atlantic  City. 

The  I.  J.  Schmertzes  of  20th-Fox  now 
are  settled  in  their  new  home  on  Euclid 
Heights  Blvd.  . . . R.  D.  Stone  of  the  Idol 
Theatre,  Lodi,  is  off  on  a ten-day  fishing 
trip  . . . Frank  Greenwald,  former  mana- 
ger of  the  Corlett  Theatre,  has  replaced 
Bill  Benriett  as  manager  of  the  Main. 

M.  B.  Horwitz,  general  manager  of  the 
Washington  circuit,  director  of  the  ITOO 
and  treasurer  of  the  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n,  took  his  family 
to  Mount  Clemens  over  the  Fourth. 

Ted  (2Qth-Fox)  Schemberg’s  folks  from 
Netv  York  were  here  visiting  him  last  week 
. . . Sylvia  Chisek,  sister  of  Columbia’s 
branch  manager,  Lester  Zucker,  and  a 
member  of  the  Vitagraph  office  force,  is 
back  from  a trip  to  the  Neio  York  World’s 
Fair. 

Ralph  Salyer,  Vitagraph  city  booker  and 
his  wife  are  enjoying  the  cool  breezes  of 
Canada  . . . Joe  Trunk,  Youngstown  The- 
atre impresario,  chose  the  hottest  day  of 
the  week  for  his  tour  of  the  film  ex- 
changes last  week  . . . Larry  Krewser. 
Warner  booker,  has  returned  from  a visit 
with  his  family  in  New  York. 

“Sons  of  Liberty,”  two-reel  patriotic  film 
released  by  Warner,  received  a round  of 
applause  at  every  showing  last  week  at 
Warner’s  Hippodrome. 

F.  J.  Sipher  has  notified  the  exchanges 
that  he  has  closed  his  Empress  Theatre, 
Whitehouse,  to  remain  dark  imtil  further 
notice  . , . The  Joe  Louis- Tony  Galento 
fight  pictures  are  booked  solid  to  all  of 
the  independent  Cleveland  circuits,  Manny 
Manishor  of  Regal  Films  announces. 


account  of  the  increased  activity  at  the 
Youngstown  steel  mills. 

Frank  Savage,  manager  of  Warner’s  The- 
atre, You7igstown,  and  his  family  are  on 
a fishing  trip  . . . Bill  Harwell,  manager 
of  the  Ohio  Theatre,  Canton,  is  visiting 
his  folks  down  in  “Gawgia.” 

Marvin  Samuelson,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Colony  Theatre  here,  selected  Oneonta, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  Finger  Lakes  district,  as  the 
family  homestead,  where  he  is  now  spend- 
ing a few  weeks  away  from  the  theatre  . . . 
Johnny  Aler,  building  superintendent  at 
the  Uptown  Theatre,  is  the  proud  father 
of  a new  boy  . . . Columbia  is  get- 
ting a bigger  and  better  exchange  with 
a booking  desk  long  enough  to  accommo- 
date all  the  exhibitors  they  anticipate  serv- 
ing with  the  new  product. 

Joe  Lissauer,  of  Bill  Skirball’s  organi- 
zation, is  open  for  dinner  invitations — his 
wife  and  baby  have  gone  to  visit  Mrs.  L.’s 
parents  in  Fremont  . . . Grattan  Johnson, 
manager  of  the  Madison,  Mansfield,  is  rem- 
iniscing over  his  vacation,  just  concluded. 

Jack  Southe,  artist  of  the  Warner  The- 
atre department,  is  on  vacation  which  gives 
Manny  Pearlstein,  publicity  man,  a chance 
to  try  his  hand  at  the  drawing  board. 

Mark  Goldman,  Monogram  franchise 
owner  in  Pittsburgh,  paid  his  Cleveland 
friends  a visit  over  the  recent  holiday  . . . 
Herb  Ochs,  Frank  Drew,  Nat  Holt,  Perc 
Essick  and  their  wives  and  Freddy  Meier 
of  The  News,  made  up  a party  of  film  folks 
who  spent  the  Fourth  at  Katabaw  Island. 


Outing  luly  31  Will  Mark 
Pitt  Variety  Club  Day 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club  Day  has  been 
designated  for  Monday,  July  31,  at  Camp 
O’Connell,  aiTangements  having  been  an- 
nounced this  week  by  Ira  H.  Cohn,  chief 
barker.  King  for  the  Day  will  be  Harry 
Kalmine. 

A large  committee  has  been  named  for 
the  occasion,  which  will  be  an  outing  for 
all  barkers  and  friends.  Many  plan  to 
spend  part  of  the  afternoon  at  Camp 
O’Connell  and  remain  for  the  evening  ac- 
tivities. Dinner  will  be  served  there,  replac- 
ing the  regular  Monday  dinner  at  the  club. 
The  camp  is  located  two  miles  outside  of 
Wexford  on  Route  19. 


Everett  Steinbuck.  maiiager  of  Loew’s 
State  Theatre,  left  Thursday  by  plane  to 
join  his  wife  in  Denver  and  proceed  by 
auto  through  the  National  Parks  . . . Paul 
Gusdanovic,  independent  theatre  circuit 
owner,  who  suffered  a slight  heart  attack 
last  week  at  the  Avalon  Theatre,  is  mak- 
ing a quick  recovery  at  his  home  and  ex- 
pects to  be  doing  business  at  the  old  stand 
in  the  Film  Bldg,  very  shortly. 

Dorothy  Barber  of  the  M-G-M  office 
army,  is  on  a vacation  but  failed  to  leave 
a forwarding  address  . . . Joe  Trunk, 
Youngstown  exhibitor,  says  he  is  looking 
ahead  to  improved  business  conditions  on 


Smart  Showmen  Realize  Now  Is 
the  Time  to  Book 

"ABRAHAM 

LINCOLN" 

Former  United  Artists  Release 

Directed  by  D.  W.  GRIFFITH— with  the 
unsurpassed  title  role  characterization 
of  WALTER  HUSTON. 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges/  Inc. 
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J^OGER  GARRETT,  Ohio  theatre  organ- 
ist, is  enjoying  his  first  vacation  since 
coming  to  the  house  several  years  ago  . . . 
RKO’s  ballteam  received  a cold  welcome 
in  Cleveland  last  Sunday,  to  the  tune  of 
13-6  in  favor  of  the  lake  city  RKO  nine. 

John  Kaiser  of  the  Royal  Theatre,  Chil- 
licothe,  is  one  of  the  more  enthusiastic 
boosters  of  the  Cincinnati  Reds,  making 
frequent  trips  to  the  Queen  City  for  the 
games.  Author  F.  G.  Presnell  of  the  same 
city  has  sold  his  best  seller  mystery  novel, 
“Send  Another  Coffin”  to  Walter  Wanger. 
It  loill  be  released  next  spring  by  UA. 

Accounts  of  the  recent  marriage  of  John 
LaDue,  manager  of  Warner  Strand  in 
Akron,  neglected  to  mention  that  his  bride 
of  June  17  is  the  former  Florence  Snyder, 
who  was  a cashier  at  the  house. 

Judge  Foster  of  the  Kenton  Theatre, 
Kenton,  was  a visitor  along  Filmrow  in 
Cleveland  last  week,  as  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Ebeck  of  the  Capitol  in  Mt.  Gilead. 
The  Capitol  has  just  inaugurated  a local 
16TOTO  newsreel  with  popular  acceptance 
indicated  by  increased  attendance. 

Ed  Marshall,  traveling  auditor  for  RKO, 
has  favored  the  boys  here  with  his  pres- 
ence for  past  few  days  . . . Kathryne  Kir- 
win,  formerly  employed  in  the  old  Para- 
mount exchange’s  booking  department, 
has  been  married  in  Detroit. 


Holiday  Business  Does  a 
Nosedive  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Independence  Day  business 
was  generally  poor  in  this  area.  Both  first 
and  subsequent  run  theatre  owners  report 
a dropping  off  of  attendance  as  compared 
with  previous  years.  Tire  long  weekend, 
admitting  of  out-of-town  vacations  and 
beautiful  picnic  weather  contributed  to 
poor  grosses.  Several  subsequent  run  the- 
atre owners  reported  that  it  was  the  worst 
Fourth  of  July  business  in  history. 


Joseph  W.  Brenkert  Dies 
From  Fall  in  San  Diego 

Detroit — Joseph  W.  Brenkert,  82,  father 
of  Neil,  Karl  and  Wayne  Brenkert  of 
Brenkert  Light  Projection  Co.,  died  June 
30  at  San  Diego,  Cal.,  of  injuries  suffered 
in  a fall. 

He  had  lived  in  the  west  28  years,  but 
was  well  known  here  as  former  clerk  of 
Highland  Park.  Burial  was  at  Roseland 
Park  Cemetery,  near  Royal  Oak. 


July  "Kings"  Picked 

Pittsburgh — Art  England  will  serve  as 
King  at  the  Monday  dinner,  July  17,  at 
the  Variety  Club.  Last  Monday’s  King 
was  Ira  H.  Cohn,  chief  barker. 

In  charge  of  the  July  24  dinner  will  be 
Dr.  L.  G.  Beinhauer  and  for  the  final  July 
social  the  King  will  be  Art  Morrone.  The 
date  of  the  latter  affairs  is  July  31. 


Local  No.  17L  JATSE.  Will 
Mark  30th  Anniversary 

Pittsburgh — The  30th  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  Local  No.  171,  lATSE,  will 
be  celebrated  in  September. 

Plans  for  the  affair  will  be  arranged  at 
an  early  date. 

The  local  union  of  motion  picture  ma- 
chine operators,  one  of  the  first  in  the 
country,  was  organized  in  September,  1909. 


Gonlin  Constitutes  Visiting 
Committee  for  Local  B-11 

Pittsburgh — August  Gonlin,  Republic 
shipper,  is  performing  duties  as  chairman 
of  the  “sick  and  visiting”  committee  of 
Film  Exchange  Employes  Union,  Local 
B-11.  Recently  he  has  made  a number  of 
visits  to  the  hospital  to  extend  good 
wishes  to  Grace  Rupert  of  20th-Fox,  who 
underwent  a second  serious  operation,  and 
visits  with  Ida  Henn  of  Republic,  who  was 
seriously  injured  in  an  auto  accident  last 
winter. 


Business  Improvement 
Is  Reported  by  NTS 

Cincinnati — Herman  Hunt,  National 
'Theatre  Supply,  reports  business  for  the 
second  quarter  ran  much  more  than  the 
same  period  last  year,  and  also  showed  a 
nice  improvement  over  the  first  quarter 
of  this  year. 

Hunt  predicts  the  third  quarter  business 
will  show  a considerable  gain  over  last 
year,  due  to  new  houses  being  opened  and 
the  increased  activity  in  remodeling  and 
renovating  of  old  houses. 


Excellent  to  Distribute 
36  Pictures  for  Judell 

Detroit — Excellent  Pictures  is  taking 
over  state  rights  for  the  new  producing 
organization.  Producers  Pictures  Corp., 
headed  by  Ben  Judell  of  Chicago. 

The  new  tieup  will  give  Excellent  a new 
program  of  36  films.  In  addition.  Excel- 
lent will  continue  to  distribute  product  it 
now  holds  rights  to. 


New  Negro  Theatre 

Louisville,  Ky. — Construction  of  a new 
Negro  theatre  to  replace  the  Palace, 
marked  for  demolition  in  a slum-clearance 
project  here,  will  get  under  way  shortly, 
A.  Edward  Campbell,  Louisville  manager 
for  the  Williston  interests  of  Indianapolis, 
announced.  This  concern  also  operates  the 
Grand  and  the  Lyric  here,  both  Negro 
theatres. 


New  Variety  Rules 

Detroit — ^Barkers  can  bring  their  dogs 
to  clubrooms  and  members  not  in  good 
standing  must  forfeit  their  club  privileges 
temporarily,  are  among  new  house  rules 
announced  by  Chairman  Ed  Kirchner  of 
local  Variety’s  house  rules  committee. 


(Continued  from  page  48) 

there  later  for  a longer  vacation.  Elmer 
jr.,  who  recently  graduated  from  Alderdice 
High  School,  will  enter  Pitt  in  the  fall, 
according  to  the  Bessemer  Terrace  exhib. 

Mrs.  Howard  Patterson  Dawson,  grand- 
daughter of  James  Patterson,  founder  of 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  died  Sunday  in  the  Bea- 
ver Valley  General  Hospital.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  she  continued  in 
ownership  and  operation  of  the  Colonial 
Theatre,  Beaver  Falls.  Funeral  was  from 
the  family  residence  on  Patterson  Heights 
and  interment  teas  in  Beaver  Cemetery. 

George  S.  Otte  reports  progress  on  con- 
sti'uction  of  the  new  Pike  Theatre,  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.  . . . Looked  like  New  Castle 
Day  on  Filmrow,  Monday,  with  the  Mark- 
leys,  Marousises  and  Victors  checking  in 
. . . ITO  of  W.  Va.  was  represented  the 
same  day  by  officers  Garland  West  and 
Irving  Daniel  Davis  . . . Sammy  Steinberg 
vacationed  in  Atlantic  City  and  reported 
that  he  found  the  usual  film  crowd  there 
. . . Joe  Davidson,  20th-Fox  booker,  vaca- 
tioned this  week  . . . The  John  O.  Hooleys 
depart  next  week  for  a Canadian  holiday 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Goldman  are  tak- 
ing things  easy  in  Atlantic  City. 

Jamboree  and  gift  nights  were  inaugu- 
rated at  the  Harris  Senator,  Wednesday 
evening  and  will  be  a regular  feature  each 
Wednesday,  according  to  Harry  D.  Harris, 
manager.  A dozen  amateur  acts  were  pre- 
sented at  the  first  Jamboree. 


10  Years  Ago 

IN  PITTSBURGH 

jyj  A.  ROSENBERG,  Anthony  P.  Jim, 
Morris  Finkel,  Archie  Fineman  and 
Denny  Harris  met  in  WiU  Hays’  office  in 
New  York  to  discuss  a zoning  system  for 
this  territory  . . . Vitaphone  office  was 
officially  opened  here  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Harold  Dunn;  heretofore  supplies 
were  sent  from  Philadelphia  . . . Harry 
Warner  visited  Tom  Fordham  at  Erie  and 
planned  a new  ultra-modern  theatre  for 
that  city  . . . Variety  Club  staged  a suc- 
cessful picnic  at  Neville  Island  . . . Frank 
Bonistall  joined  Educational  as  salesman 
. . . C.  B.  Hall  opened  his  new  Virginia 
Theatre,  Parkersburg  . . . Livingstone  Lan- 
ning  was  active  as  manager  of  Loew’s 
Penn  . . . John  J.  Maloney  and  his  M-G-M 
salesmen,  Abe  Eskin,  Jules  Lapidus,  R.  B. 
G.  Haughton,  J.  A.  Gribble  and  H.  W. 
Genter  attended  a regional  convention  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  . . . Filmrow  saddened 
with  the  passing  of  Mrs.  Edith  Alexander, 
mother  of  “Jim”  Alexander  . . . Stanley 
presented  the  hit  of  the  week:  Richard 
Barthelmess  in  “Drag.” 

Claire  M.  Patee  disputed  the  claim  that 
the  first  all-moving  picture  theatre  was 
opened  in  Pittsburgh.  Patee  offered 
photographic  and  other  proof  that  he 
opened  the  first  movie  theatre  at  91  New- 
ark Ave.,  Jersey  City,  in  1898,  where  a 
tablet  marks  the  site.  Then  in  1903  Patee 
opened  his  first  specially  built  moving  pic- 
ture theatre  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  this 
being  two  years  before  the  Davis  and  Har- 
ris “Nickelodeon”  opened  in  Pittsburgh. 
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Who  Said  There  Are 
No  Honest  People? 

Louisville,  Ky. — Sylvester  H.  Grove 
sr.,  head  oi  the  South  End  Amusement 
Co.,  which  operates  the  Capitol  and 
Shelby  theatres  here,  received  a 
strange  letter — and  30  cents — a few 
days  ago.  It  came  from  a conscience- 
stricken  Nashville,  Tenn.,  man,  who,  as 
a boy,  had  sneaked  into  one  of  Grove's 
theatres. 

“When  just  a boy  about  16,"  the  let- 
ter began,  "I  stole  my  way  into  your 
place  of  business.  At  that  time  the  ad- 
mission price,  I believe,  was  27  cents 
. . . Since  that  time  my  conscience  has 
been  bothering  me  ...  I have  met  the 
Lord,  and  hove  tried  to  walk  in  his 
path  ...  I ask  your  humble  apologies." 


Waynesburg's  New  House 
Is  Considerably  Larger 

Waynesburg,  Pa. — The  all-new  Opera 
House,  under  construction  here,  will  be 
modern  and  convenient  in  every  way  and 
will  have  an  18-foot  front,  Larry  Puglia 
stated  this  week.  The  former  Opera  House 
had  but  an  8-foot  front  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  over  a 10-foot  storeroom  in 
order  that  an  up-to-date  front  would  har- 
monize with  the  new  modern  auditorium. 

This  will  make  possible  the  installa- 
tion of  100  additional  chairs.  The  pro- 
ject has  been  under  way  for  several  months 
and  will  not  be  completed  until  the  sec- 
ond week  in  September. 


"Assassin  oi  Youth" 

Will  Get  Campaign 

Pittsburgh — With  “Assassin  of  Youth” 
finally  receiving  the  approval  of  the  state 
censor  board,  plans  were  made  here  this 
week  for  an  extensive  educational  cam- 
paign for  the  subject,  which  will  be  dis- 
tributed by  Monogram  Pictures,  Mark 
Goldman,  manager,  announced. 

“Assassin  of  Youth”  deals  with  the  evils 
of  “reefers”  and  rugs.  No  dialogue  cuts 
were  ordered  by  the  censors,  Goldman 
stated. 


New  Majestic  Owner 

Beaver  Dam,  Ky. — The  Majestic  Thea- 
tre is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Maud  S. 
Durham.  Harold  D.  Gibbons,  for  eight 
years  engaged  in  the  theatre  business 
throughout  Kentucky,  is  the  new  manager. 


Negotiate  Warner-Metro  Deal 
Cleveland — Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  man- 
ager; Saul  Bragin,  booker,  and  Frank  Drew, 
M-G-M  branch  manager,  were  in  New  York 
last  week  working  out  a new  Warner  deal. 
The  former  three-year-old  Warner  deal 
expires  this  season. 


Michael  J.  O'Brien  Dies 
Louisville,  Ky. — Michael  J.  O’Brien, 
president  of  the  Kuprion  Theatrical  Sup- 
ply Co.,  died  of  a heart  attack  here  at  the 
age  of  62.  He  is  survived  by  three  step- 
sons, a stepdaughter  and  a brother. 


CIIWCIIIWMATIK 


QUEEN  CITY  Variety  Club’s  Jamboree 
^is  to  be  held  at  the  Summit  HiUs  Coun- 
try Club,  July  24,  according  to  announce- 
ment of  Harris  Dudelson,  chairman  of 
picnic  committee.  This  is  not  a stag  af- 
fair, but  for  wives,  sweethearts,  et  al  . . . 
and  the  price,  $3  per  couple,  includes  a 
chicken  dinner,  swimming,  horseshoes,  soft 
ball,  bridge  and  dancing.  Golfing,  with 
green  fees  extra,  may  be  indulged  in  for 
the  entire  day.  Bill  Devaney,  M-G-M; 
Andy  Niedenthal,  exhibitor,  and  UA’s  Irv- 
ing Sochin,  just  back  from  his  honeymoon, 
complete  the  jamboree  committee. 

RKO  Joe  Goetz  blasts  the  first  ballyhoo 
for  the  annual  golf  tournament,  which  is 
definitely  stag,  also  at  Summit  Hills,  and 
set  for  August  21.  Maurice  White  and  Andy 
Niedenthal  are  the  assistant  committee. 
The  price  is  $5  for  luncheon,  dinner,  much 
liquid  refreshment  and  entre  to  the  tourna- 
ment. 

Reports  from  the  Filmfolk  sick  list  are 
encouraging.  Max  Margolis  of  Republic 
has  returned  from  Johns  Hopkins.  Mrs. 
Levitt  Bugie  is  on  the  road  to  complete 
recovery.  Mrs.  Clara  Wright,  however,  of 
M-G-M,  has  been  taken  to  Good  Samari- 
tan for  a major  operation  and  will  be  re- 
lieved from  duties  for  several  months. 

Bob  Saunders  of  the  M-G-M  contract 
department  spent  the  weekend  with  his 
folks  at  Wooster.  Ann  Warnell  is  visiting 
in  Smoky  Mountains.  Warner’s  Dorothy 
Bien  is  vacationing.  Universal’s  Frank 
Schrieber  has  taken  a cottage  at  Indian 
Lake. 

Exhibitor  Worsel  of  Hyde  Park  is  closing 
his  Park  Theatre  for  complete  remodeling 
and  renovating.  This  will  include  new 
chairs,  supplied  by  National  Theatre,  also 
new  carpet,  lamps,  sound  equipment  and 
projectors. 

Mrs.  Frances  Robinson,  who  operates  the 


Midway  at  Osborne,  has  taken  over  the 
Shawnee,  and  is  changing  the  name  to 
Linda  . . . None  of  the  theatres  in  More- 
head.  Ky.,  suffered  from  the  flash  flood, 
all  three  houses  bemg  out  of  the  high  water 
zone.  Hoivever,  Universal  and  Columbia 
suffered  loss  to  feature  films,  damaged 
when  water  flooded  the  depot. 

J.  C.  Robertson,  Springfield,  Ky.,  visited 
the  Row,  and  journeyed  to  Crosley  field 
to  see  his  home  towner.  Derringer,  pitch 
a winning  game  . . . Columbia’s  Howard 
Rullman  moved  his  residence  from  Aurora 
to  Cincinnati. 

Much  theatre  improvement  is  noted  this 
week,  contracts  by  National  Theatre  Sup- 
plies, including  Lester  Rosenfeld’s  Best, 
Kenawha  City,  W.  Va.,  new  chairs;  Ferd 
Middelberg  installed  a new  transverter  in 
his  Middelberg  Theatre,  at  Logan,  W.  Va.; 
New  projector  was  installed  in  the  Hard 
Burly  Theatre,  Hard  Burly,  Ky.;  J.  Brown 
Kermit,  Jennings,  W.  Va.,  installed  a new 
ventilating  system  and  lighting  fixtures 
in  his  Main  Theatre.  Kermit  and  his  son 
Jimmy  are  off  on  a vacation  tour. 

Maurice  White,  the  H&S  Amusement 
Co.,  has  taken  over  the  Strand  and  Hip- 
podrome theatres,  Newport,  Ky.,  from  the 
Frankel  Amusement  Co. 

Herman  Hunt  of  National  Theatre  Sup- 
plies announces  Gene  Custer  and  Floyd 
Price  have  installed  new  projectors  in  the 
Custer  theatre  at  Charleston,  which  open- 
ed February,  1938.  Custer  and  Price  are 
building  two  new  theatres,  one  at  East 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  will  be  called  the 
State,  which  will  have  605  seats  and  the 
other  at  Lewisberg,  called  the  Lewis,  will 
have  618  seats.  These  will  be  entirely 
equipped  by  National. 

Messrs.  Finke  & Hausz  have  installed 
new  carpets  and  new  chair  bottoms  in 
their  Family  at  Milford,  O. 


^La.  ^ni^anca.  to 

REAL  ■fl&b^Lta.lLiy 

'DETROIT 

Hotels  of  character  and  comfort 
with  a most  unusual  downtown 
location;  risht  in  the  heart  of  the  business, 
shoppins  and  theatre  district,  yet  with 
beautiful  parkways  on  two  sides  which 
makes  for  coolness  and  quietude.  Parkins 
and  qarage  adjacent. 

^om^otialtle  K.oom6  ^"eom  ^Jl^O 
SPECIAL  SUITES  FOR  FAMILIES 

mim  AND  MONTHLY  RATES 
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uOaOFFICE  fills  all  my 

needs.  When  I start- 
ed  taking  it  four 
years  ago,  I subscrib- 
ed to  five  other  trade 
magazines.  Now  I 
just  get  Boxoffice.^’ 


— E.  L,  Oschenbein, 

STATE  THEATRE 
E.  LIVERPOOL.  OHIO 


THE  INDUSTRY'S  MOST  COMPLETE  TRADE  PAPER 


NORTHWEST  ALLIED  CONFODNDS  ALL  BDST-DP, 
BOLTING  PREDICTIONS  AT  HARMONIOUS  MEET 


Steffes  at  Organization's 
Helm;  Post  Now  Will 
Include  Salary 

Minneapolis — Re-electing  W.  A.  Steffes 
president  at  an  unannounced  salary  and 
rejecting  the  fair  trade  practice  code  in 
its  present  form,  Northwest  Allied  at  its 
annual  convention  here  this  week  held  in- 
tact and  continued  its  national  Allied 
States’  allegiance  in  the  face  of  rumors  of 
an  impending  bust-up,  a flaunting  of  the 
parent  body  and  an  inability  to  find  a 
capable  and  satisfactory  leader. 

Given  a vote  of  confidence  and  prom- 
ised better  support  and  closer  cooperation, 
Steffes  reconsidered  his  determination  not 
to  continue  at  the  body’s  helm.  Under  the 
new  arrangement,  it  is  rumored  that  his 
stipend  will  be  $15,000  a year,  although 
no  announcement  regarding  this  matter 
was  forthcoming.  He  has  served  previous- 
ly without  compensation. 

Whereas  there  was  advance  grumbling 
in  certain  quarters  about  the  organiza- 
tion’s policies  necessitating  the  levying  of 
large  dues  and  whereas  some  of  the  more 
prominent  exhibitors  had  indicated  oppo- 
sition to  Steffes,  complete  harmony  pre- 
vailed at  the  convention.  However,  there 
were  only  24  of  the  state’s  several  hun- 
dred independent  exhibitors  present,  one 
reason  for  this  small  attendance  undoubt- 
edly being  the  lack  of  effort  to  publicize 
the  meeting  or  arouse  any  interest  in  it. 

Press  Is  Barred 

For  the  first  time  in  the  organization’s 
history,  the  convention  was  held  behind 
closed  doors,  with  the  trade  press  barred. 
Following  the  meeting,  Steffes  announced 
to  reporters  that  the  only  information  to 
be  divulged  regarding  the  convention 
would  be  contained  in  “official  type- 
written statements’’  to  be  issued  from  his 
office  Wednesday. 

However,  the  convention  happenings 
leaked  out  despite  the  efforts  at  secrecy. 

The  meeting  proved  pretty  much  of  a 
cut-and-dried  affair  and  went  along 
peacefully.  There  was  no  adverse  criti- 
cism of  Steffes  or  his  policy.  No  fight 
developed  over  the  resolution  upholding 
national  Allied  States’  veto  of  the  trade 
practice  pact  and  it  was  adopted  viva 
voce  without  a dissenting  vote.  Little  or 
no  doubt  was  left  that  Steffes  is  stUl  the 
king-pin  of  the  independents  and  will 
continue  to  control  their  organization  in 
national  Allied  States’  interest. 

Several  members  expressed  in  mild 
terms  the  opinion  that  the  organization 
should  devote  itself  more  to  local  prob- 
lems and  less  to  national  ones.  One  mem- 
ber foimd  fault  with  the  method  used  by 
national  Allied  States  in  rejecting  the  code, 
declaring  that  the  way  should  have  been 
left  open  for  further  negotiation,  that 
more  tact  should  have  been  used  and  that 


the  distributors  shouldn’t  have  been  of- 
fended. Another  asserted  that  a vote  by 
ballot  should  have  been  taken  on  accept- 
ance or  rejection. 

Steffes  pointed  out  that  one  group  of 
exhibitors  wants  the  organization  to  con- 
fine its  activities  to  the  solution  of  local 
difficulties  and  problems  while  another 
group  believes  that  matters  of  national, 
state  and  local  legislation  should  be  para- 
mount. Country  exhibitors  would  not  be 
satisfied  for  the  body  to  limit  its  activi- 
ties, he  pointed  out.  All  factions  must 
be  satisfied,  he  felt. 

Wrangling  was  conspicuous  by  its  ab- 
sence. There  wasn’t  anything  remotely  re- 
sembling a scrap  on  any  issue.  It  was  a 
virtual  love-fest  with  everybody  appar- 
ently in  complete  accord. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  the  adverse  action  on 
the  code,  even  Northwest  Allied  leaders 
were  predicting  that  90  per  cent  of  their 
own  members,  or  independent  exhibitors 


Minneapolis — Contending  that  “thea- 
tre income  is  steadily  declining,  produc- 
tion costs  have  been  cut  and  calibre  of 
pictures  has  been  lowered,”  Northwest  Al- 
lied, in  convention  here,  assailed  pro- 
ducers for  continuing  to  demand  more 
money  for  product. 

In  a resolution  aimed  at  “the  high  cost 
of  film,”  the  organization  called  upon  all 
independent  exhibitors  in  the  territory  to 
refrain  from  buying  until  after  Septem- 
ber 1. 

At  that  time,  it  was  declared.  Northwest 
Allied  will  hold  another  meeting  at  which 
wheels  will  be  set  in  motion  for  the  crea- 
tion of  a “gigantic”  buying  organization 
to  be  affiliated  with  a national  buying  cir- 
cuit having  representation  in  practically 
every  city  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  purpose  will  be  to  bring  down  film 
prices  to  a “reasonable  level.” 

Steps  also  were  taken  at  the  convention 
to  obtain  “necessary”  relief  from  booth 
operators  and  stage  hands’  unions. 


It  Works  Every  Time. 
Is  the  Report 

Omaha — ^Theatres  at  Columbus.  Neb., 
have  solved  the  problem  of  ladies'  hats. 

They  flash  a slide  on  the  screen  and 
it  reads:  "We  love  your  silly  hats, 
ladies,  really  we  do.  But  the  people 
behind  you  probably  can't  see  the  pic- 
ture, so  won't  you  please  remove  them?'' 

It  works  every  time! 


generally  in  the  territory,  will  sign  the 
pact. 

Much  of  the  meeting  was  devoted  to  the 
discussion  of  collecting  unpaid  dues.  Offi- 
cers were  authorized  to  go  after  the  de- 
linquents and  law  suits  likely  will  be 
brought  against  all  those  who  refuse  to 
meet  “these  obligations.”  Two  such  suits 
already  have  been  filed. 

It  was  brought  out  that  the  largest 
item  of  expense  the  past  year  was  the 
salary  paid  to  former  State  Supreme  Court 
Chief  Justice  J.  P.  Devaney,  one  of  the 
section’s  foremost  lawyers,  who  was  coun- 
sel for  the  organization.  His  contract 
expired  July  1 and  is  not  expected  to  be 
renewed. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  was  that  from 
35  to  45  members  would  have  to  bear  the 
organization’s  cost  and  that  only  nomi- 
nal dues  could  be  elected  from  the  bulk  of 
the  membership  whose  moral  support, 
however,  is  regarded  as  essential. 


In  a move  against  double  features,  the 
body  instructed  its  officers  to  push  legis- 
lation limiting  theatre  shows  to  two  hours 
and  15  minutes  in  duration.  It  was  de- 
clared that  there  is  considerable  twin  bill 
sneaking  by  non-members  and  that  if  this 
continues  members  themselves  will  adopt 
the  policy.  Fear  was  expressed  that 
eventually  triple  bills  would  eventuate. 

It  was  proposed  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  obtain  enactment  of  a city  ordinance 
first  and  then  seek  state  legislation  later. 

What  effect  such  legislation  would  have 
on  the  proposed  big  shows  at  the  Minne- 
sota and  Orpheum,  including  stage  enter- 
tainment plus  films,  was  not  mentioned. 
These  shows  usually  run  from  two  and  a 
half  to  three  hours  in  length. 

War  was  launched  against  the  showing 
of  non-educational  films  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Minnesota  and  the  showing  of  16mm 
non-commercial  pictures  by  non-theatri- 
cal interests.  Officers  were  instructed  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  eliminate  this 
“imfair  opposition.” 

It  was  announced  that  the  principals  of 
Minneapolis  high  schools  have  agreed  to 
discontinue  the  showing  in  school  audi- 
toriums of  features  and  serials  and  will 
exhibit  no  films  of  greater  length  than 
two  reels. 


Lionel  Barrymore  Vehicle 

Hollywood — “The  Man  on  America’s 
Conscience,”  a biography  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son  by  Alvin  Meyer  and  LoweU  Bordeaux, 
has  been  purchased  by  Metro  as  a ve- 
hicle for  Lionel  Barrymore. 


Lower  Film  Rentals  Are  Made 
An  Objective  by  Allied 
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Omaha  MPTO  Votes  to  Take 
No  Definite  Stand  on  Code 


Omaha — Members  of  the  MPTO  of  Ne- 
braska and  western  Iowa  voted  to  take 
no  definite  action  on  the  trade  practice 
code  at  a special  meeting  called  here  by 
President  Charles  E.  Williams  of  Omaha. 
The  meeting  was  open  to  all  independent 
exhibitors  in  the  Omaha  district. 

Williams  said  exhibitors  present  de- 
cided not  to  go  on  record  at  the  present 
time  either  approving  or  opposing  the 
code.  While  those  present  favored  the 
code  generally,  there  were  serious  objec- 
tions to  various  sections,  he  said. 

Williams  "Eyes  Opened" 

Williams  personally  has  favored  the 
code,  but  he  told  Boxoffice  his  “eyes  had 
been  opened  on  a few  things  the  last  week 
or  so.”  Williams  said  he  had  been  shown 
concrete  examples  where  distributors  were 
taking  advantage  of  independent  exhibi- 
tors and  that  “some  distributors  appar- 
ently are  not  living  up  to  the  code  as  it 
was  plaimed.” 

As  for  the  cancellation  clause,  the  fol- 
lowing instance  was  revealed: 

“A  Nebraska  exhibitor  paid  $1,460  for 
his  1938-39  contract  with  the  Omaha  ex- 
change of  a major  distributor  and  he  had 
10  per  cent  cancellation.  For  the  1939-40 
product  year,  he  is  being  charged  $1,650 
and  given  20  per  cent  cancellation  by  the 
contract. 

“Apparently,  the  company  has  hiked  the 
price  in  order  to  take  care  of  the  extra 
cancellation.  Why,  I had  a better  deal 
last  year  without  the  code,”  said  the  ex- 
hibitor, who  wishes  to  remain  anonymous. 

Exhibitors  in  the  Nebraska  and  west- 
ern Iowa  district  can’t  see  any  reason  why 
film  rentals  should  be  advanced  this  year, 
Williams  said.  Except  for  spotted  areas, 
the  Omaha  district  has  been  hard  hit  by 


drought  and  crop  failures  for  over  five 
years,  and  the  exhibitors  in  this  area  have 
suffered  accordingly. 

Opponents  to  the  code  pointed  out  to 
the  assembled  exhibitors  that  from  all 
indications,  film  companies  were  endeav- 
oring to  get  enough  of  an  increase  in 
picture  rentals  to  offset  the  extra  elimina- 
tions the  code  provides.  Other  sections  of 
the  code  also  received  objections. 

Cite  Clause  Adjustments 

WhUe  the  majority  favored  arbitration 
"or  a conciliation  board  of  some  kind,” 
exhibitors  pointed  out  that  clauses  in  the 
arbitration  section  needed  adjustment. 
Under  clearance  and  zoning  clauses,  the 
independent  would  have  one  representa- 
tive, affiliated  circuits  one  representative 
and  distributors  one  representative  on  ar- 
bitration boards,  an  Iowa  exhibitor  de- 
clared. 

“This  would  mean  a two-against-one 
deal  as  I see  it,”  he  said,  “and  the  af- 
filiate and  distributor  are  really  on  the 
same  side.  It’s  not  a fair  deal  for  the 
exhibitor.” 

William  S.  Bogart,  Oipheum  Theatre, 
Rock  Valley,  la.,  made  the  motion  to 
postpone  definite  action  on  the  code  pro- 
posal and  Dale  R.  Goldie,  American  The- 
atre, Cherokee,  la.,  seconded  the  motion. 
It  was  carried  by  verbal  vote  with  dis- 
senting action. 

Credit  BOXOFFICE  With  Data 

Exhibitors  present  at  the  meeting  were 
well  versed  on  the  code  and  had  followed 
recent  developments  closely,  Williams 
said.  He  attributed  that  fact  to  articles 
carried  by  Boxoffice. 

A definite  aye-or-nay  vote  on  the  trade 
practice  code  probably  will  be  taken  when 
the  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa 


holds  its  annual  business  session  here  in 
September,  Williams  reported.  No  vote  on 
the  code  was  taken  at  the  special  meeting. 

Williams  opened  the  meeting,  attended 
by  exhibitors  representing  some  40  of  the 
larger  independent  theatres  in  the  Omaha 
district.  Mons  Thompson,  Riviera  Thea- 
tre, St.  Paul,  Neb.,  was  chairman.  Ex- 
hibitors said  they  were  “well  pleased” 
with  the  attendance,  considering  general 
business  conditions  and  prevailing  tem- 
peratures. 

Among  the  exhibitors  present  were: 

Omaha — Walter  Creal,  Beacon  Theatre; 
August  Herman  and  Irving  Gossick,  Muse; 
Lawrence  Grobeck,  Muller;  Joe  Marino, 
Maryland;  Sam,  Jack  and  Sid  Epstein, 
Epstein  Theatres. 

Nebraska — W.  W.  Troxell,  Moon  The- 
atre, Wilber;  Arva  Burris,  Isis,  Crete; 
Harold  Schoonover,  Mazda,  Aurora;  Glen 
Van  Wey,  Sun,  Gothenburg;  Bert  Beams, 
Auditorium,  Red  Cloud;  Roy  E.  Syfert, 
Ainsworth,  Ainsworth. 

Iowa — Ralph  Brown,  Phoenix  Theatre, 
Neola;  Max  Shoemaker,  Isis,  Tabor;  Ray 
Brown,  Harlan,  Harlan;  Bob  Oliver,  Iowa, 
Onawa. 

Archer  and  Eden  Make 
Lincoln  Appearances 

Lincoln — John  Archer  and  Alice  Eden, 
the  first  winners  on  the  Gateway  to  Holly- 
wood radio  show,  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  talent 
hunt,  were  presented  to  the  crowd  here 
attending  the  National  A.  A.  U.  games. 
This  is  Archer’s  hometown,  and  it  was  his 
first  time  here  since  winning  the  Gate- 
way show. 

They  also  were  presented  on  the  stage 
of  the  Varsity  Theatre,  just  ahead  of  the 
opening  of  their  picture,  “Career.”  When 
on.  Archer  read  a wire  received  from  Jesse 
L.  Lasky,  wherein  he  said  that  Lincoln  had 
been  selected  as  one  of  the  nine  towns 
in  the  United  States  where  hunts  would 
be  made  for  talent  to  be  used  on  the 
new  Gateway  show  which  starts  October 
8,  in  Hollywood. 

Nebraska  Trade  Pickup 
Is  Dependent  on  Corn 

Lincoln — Exhibitors  generally  look  for- 
ward with  little  hope  that  business  will 
get  better  in  Nebraska  until  the  close  of 
the  third  quarter.  It  all  hinges  on  the 
com,  because  the  wheat  is  very  spotty — 
guesses  by  state  agricultural  authorities 
putting  it  at  about  eight  bushels  to  the 
acre. 

Frequent  and  more  plentiful  rains  this 
year  have  bolstered  hopes  for  corn,  if  it 
can  get  by  the  usual  firing  period  in  Au- 
gust. 

Picture  for  winter  business  is  fully  25 
per  cent  better  for  1939-40  from  the  pres- 
ent outlook,  than  it  was  in  1938. 


Mrs.  G.  L.  Hooper  Dies 

Topeka,  Kas. — Mrs.  G.  L.  Hooper,  wife 
of  the  retired  veteran  theatre  owner,  died 
here  last  week. 


“Children"  to  20th-Fox 
Hollywood — “Children  of  God,”  a novel 
by  Vardis  Fisher,  has  been  purchased  by 
20th  Century-Fox. 


At  the  "Career"  Premiere — 

Highlight  of  the  banquet  for  Hollywood  celebrities  during  the  premiere  of 
“Career”  in  Des  Moines.  Present,  among  others,  were  Jesse  L.  Lasky,  Ed- 
ward Ellis,  Anne  Shirley,  Alice  Eden  and  John  Archer. 
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CAM  ABEND  of  Film  Delivery  and  his 
daughter,  Martha,  will  leave  Monday  for 
a vacation  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  Bon 
Voyage.  Sam!  . . . Ralph  Winship,  Phillips- 
burg,  Kas.,  exhibitor,  left  with  his  daugh- 
ter and  her  husband  for  a vacation  trip 
to  Salt  Lake  City. 

A hug  bit  Gretchen  Brown,  secretary  to 
C.  A.  Schultz  at  Commonwealth  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  while  she  was  on  a picnic  the 
other  day,  and  she  was  laid  up  a day  or 
so  from  the  poison.  She  wonders  what 
the  bug  had  against  her.  “I  wouldn’t  bite 
a bug,”  she  protests. 

Sylvan  G.  McDonald,  Community  Thea- 
tre, Sumner,  Mo.,  is  the  proud  papa  of  a 
young  lad.  Sylvan  G.  jr.,  born  July  6, 
weight  914  pounds. 

On  the  Row.  F.  L.  Lisbona,  Maitland, 
Mo.;  B.  D.  Billeter,  New  Cambria,  Mo.;  W. 
H.  Hardman,  Frankfort  and  New  Rapids, 
Kas.;  Stan  Schwahn  and  frau,  Lawrence, 
Kas.;  R.  F.  Fite,  Eldorado,  Kas.;  T.  G. 
Kemper,  U.  S.  Army  motion  picture  ser- 
vice, Ft.  Leavenworth  and  Ft.  Riley,  Kas.; 
Raymond  McKittrick,  Harrisonville,  Mo., 
in  without  his  whiskers;  Howard  Killian, 
Marion,  Kas.;  W.  B.  Cook,  Halstead,  Kas.; 
Cle  Bratton,  Council  Grove,  Kas.;  Ray 
Richardson  and  the  Mrs.  from  Mt.  Ver- 
non, Mo.;  Paul  Taylor,  Richmond,  Mo. 

A.  G.  “Smitty”  Smith,  representative  for 
National  Theatre  Supply  at  New  Orleans, 
formerly  with  the  company  here,  was  in 
town  visiting  friends.  He  is  on  vacation. 
He  says  business  is  good  in  the  south. 

Eddie  Green  of  Metro  went  fishing  with 
Guy  Bradford  on  Bull  Creek,  Lake  of  the 
Ozarks.  He  had  never  fished  with  a fly 
rod,  so  he  lay  back  in  the  boat  and  kidded 
"Brad”  while  the  latter  did  the  work.  His 
conversation  became  so  irritating  to  the 
guide  and  Mr.  Bradford,  that  they  stuck 
a rod  in  his  hand  and  told  him  to  fish 
with  it — or  else.  He  did — and  got  a strike 
the  first  flip.  He  went  on  to  help  Brad 
catch  25. 

Gene  Snitz,  Columbia  booker,  bought  a 
car  and  was  scheduled  to  go  on  vacation 
Monday,  but  was  still  hanging  around 
Monday  p.  m.  He  just  loves  his  work! 
However,  he  was  scheduled  to  head  for 
Omaha,  Des  Moines  and  points  north  dur- 
ing the  week. 

We’ve  always  suspected  it.  John  Scott, 
booker  at  Republic-Midwest,  is  at  heart  a 
keyhole  columnist.  He  is  now  Kansas  City 
correspondent  for  Republic’s  new  national 
news  sheet. 

Roy  CuUey,  Medicine  Lodge,  Kas.,  ex- 
hibitor, is  ill  in  a Wichita  hospital. 

On  vacation  at  Paramount:  Virginia 
McMillan;  Ralph  Hayden,  cashier,  who 
went  to  the  Ozarks  . . . Earl  Ogan,  booker, 
is  going  to  catch  up  on  his  sleeping. 

If  any  of  you  guys  are  interested  in  that 
flock  of  pretty  chickabidees  at  Monogram, 
they’ve  got  a new  telephone  number — in 
addition  to  the  old  one.  New  one  is  Har- 
rison 3344,  one  less  than  the  old  one. 


Bud  Wolfberg  ordered  800  new  Heywood- 
Wakefield  seats  from  Oklahoma  Theatre 
Supply  for  the  new  Giles,  ex-Mokan  . . . 
Jean  "Mabel”  Fiske  went  back  to  the  hos- 
pital (St.  Luke’s)  to  have  her  tonsils  taken 
out. 

What  was  Walt  Lambader,  Metro 
booker,  doing  in  Judge  Rogers’  parlors  at 
Olathe,  Kas.,  not  so  many  days  ago? 

Jim  Owens’  father  died  at  Branson,  Mo. 
. . . L.  C.  Snyder,  Oakley  and  Ellis,  Kas., 
is  summering  at  Ft.  Collins,  Colo. 

“The  Gentleman  in  the  Straw  Hat” — 
Bob  Withers  to  you — met  Gene  Autry, 
America’s  Public  Cowboy  No.  1,  at  the 
airport  when  Gene  came  through  on  his 
way  to  London  for  personal  appearances. 

Tom  Edwards  of  the  Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo., 
is  showing  a Lions’  Club  "home  people 
movie”  July  26,  and  he  says  of  it,  speak- 
ing mildly  as  only  a theatreman  can:  "If 
you  are  not  in  it,  you  can  only  blame  your- 
self. They  are  going  to  take  pictures  of 
everyone,  and  when  they  are  all  compiled 
it  will  be  Stupendous,  Collosial,  Gigantic, 
Erratic,  Atlantic,  Pacific,  and  one  of  the 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mig.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co..  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cass.il,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


most  entertaining  pictures  you  have  ever 
seen.” 

Martin  Stone  of  Screenland  last  week 
was  reported  engaged,  but  he  shouts  that 
it’s  a fraud. 

Vogel  Gettier  of  the  Colonial  slipped  in 
a matinee  on  July  4,  and  did  a good  busi- 
ness— 65  per  cent  of  the  entire  day. 

J.  E.  Courter,  who  operates  the  Courter 
at  Gallatin,  Mo.,  and  who  owns  the  Cour- 
ter at  Hamilton,  Mo„  has  purchased  506 
new  Heywood-Wakefield  seats,  fully  up- 
holstered, for  installation  in  the  two  thea- 
tres. Each  will  get  253.  L.  J.  Kimbriel  of 
the  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  handled  the 
sale. 

We  hear  that  wedding  bells  will  ring 
for  Nelson  Burrus  of  Paramount  within  the 
next  week  or  ten  days.  Good  luck! 

What  yoimg  booker  is  plenty  peeved  be- 
cause another  young  fellow  on  Pilmrow 
fenagled  his  gal  at  a recent  picnic?  We 
don’t  know. 

Jim  Lewis  of  RKO  is  being  scouted  by 
(Continued  on  page  60-C) 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SOUND  SERVICE 


K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 


ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012—2-4115 
“Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 
Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  HUand  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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Low  Rental,  Quality  Product 
Demand  Held  Inconsistent 


Minneapolis  — Branch  managers  here 
have  issued  to  the  territory’s  independent 
exhibitor  what  is  in  effect  an  ultimatum 
not  to  be  inconsistent  and  unreasonable  in 
demanding  quality  product  on  the  one 
hand  and  lower  film  prices  on  the  other. 

What’s  more,  the  branch  managers 
claim,  the  exhibitors  are  seeing  the  light 
and  are  “coming  across  satisfactorily.” 

Business  outside  the  Twin  Cities  is  run- 
ning ahead  of  the  same  time  a year  ago, 
it’s  asserted,  with  deals  in  practically  all 
instances  netting  as  much  or  more  than 
a year  ago.  Except  in  isolated  special  in- 
stances, contracts  call  for  rental  boosts, 
according  to  the  branch  managers. 

The  managers  say  the  proposition  is 
put  up  to  the  exhibitors  in  this  way:  Qual- 
ity boxoffice  pictures  are  needed  to  keep 
the  theatre  owners  in  business.  Producers 
are  unable  to  turn  out  such  high  quality 
product  unless  they  can  obtain  sufficient 
rental  revenue  to  justify  them.  One  gets 
only  what  he  pays  for.  It  devolves  upon 
exhibitors  to  pay  a fair  price  on  the  basis 
of  quality.  Theatre  owners  cannot  have 
“cheap”  and,  at  the  same  time,  good  pic- 

Hellerich  io  Helm  of 
NTI's  Kiva  Theatre 

Lincoln — Changing  sides  in  allegiance 
here  this  week  was  Harold  Hellerich, 
former  manager  of  the  Lincoln  Theatre, 
1,600-seat  J.  H.  Cooper  house.  Hellerich 
left  the  outfit  and  joined  the  Westland 
Theatres’  ally,  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc.,  and 
becomes  manager  of  the  440-seat  Kiva. 

Harvey  Traylor,  formerly  his  assistant 
at  the  Lincoln,  moves  into  top  spot,  and 
Hellerich  replaces  Alvin  Hendricks,  who 
resigned  from  NTI. 


Increase  in  Farm  Income 
Gives  Trade  New  Hope 

Minneapolis — Substantial  increases  in 
farm  income  for  May,  1939,  over  the  cor- 
responding month  a year  ago,  illustrative 
of  the  trend,  is  causing  some  optimism  in 
theatrical  circles.  The  increase  for  the 
entire  midwest  farm  area  was  12  per  cent. 

Exceptionally  large  gains  were  recorded 
for  North  and  South  Dakota.  The  North 
Dakota  figures  were  $5,956,000,  compared 
to  $4,393,000  a year  ago.  In  South  Da- 
kota the  income  rose  from  $4,968,000  to 
$7,623,000.  The  Minnesota  advance  was 
from  $24,165,000  to  $24,957,000.  The  North 
Dakota  percentage  gain  was  35  per  cent; 
the  South  Dakota,  53  per  cent. 


Am  CONDITIONING 

Peterson  "Freezem''  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


tures. 

It’s  admitted  that  distributors  expect 
to  make  up  losses  resulting  from  destruc- 
tion of  foreign  markets  and  from  diver- 
sion of  much  business  from  large  down- 
town first-runs  to  neighborhood  and  sub- 
urban situations  through  increases  ob- 
tained from  the  uptown,  suburban  and 
out-of-town  accounts.  The  losses  must  be 
made  up  in  some  way  if  product  quality  is 
to  be  maintained,  it’s  pointed  out.  And 
now  everybody  “must  pay  their  fair 
share.” 

Distributors  name  that  production  costs 
have  been  lowered.  They  point  out  the 
high  salaries  and  labor  wages  and  con- 
tinued top  prices  for  commodities  enter- 
ing into  the  manufacturing  of  films. 

On  their  part,  however,  the  Twin  City 
independent  neighborhood  exhibitors  are 
still  claiming  they’re  paying  too  much  for 
film  now  and  must  have  reductions  if  they 
are  to  remain  in  business.  Many  houses 
are  operating  in  the  red  and  few  are  mak- 
ing any  money,  it’s  asserted.  Moreover, 
there’s  no  lasting  betterment  in  prospect, 
the  independent  exhibitors  believe. 

Nebr.-Iowa  Business 
Pickup  Due  Soon 

Omaha — “Things  are  darkest  just  before 
the  dawn”  keynotes  the  business  senti- 
ment of  Nebraska  and  Iowa  exhibitors  in- 
terviewed on  Filmrow  here.  Many  were 
in  the  city  to  attend  the  special  meeting 
of  the  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  western 
Iowa. 

Although  present  boxoffice  grosses  “are 
not  of  the  best,”  prospects  for  good  busi- 
ness this  fall  and  winter  appear  very 
bright,  exhibitors  said. 

Harry  M.  Lowder,  Sioux  Theatre,  An- 
thon,  la.,  reported  business  “not  so  hot”  in 
his  area  but  said  he  looks  for  improved 
conditions  this  fall  after  harvest. 

Arva  Burris,  Isis  Theatre,  Crete,  Neb., 
was  not  so  enthusiastic  about  the  crop 
situation  “because  the  wheat  didn’t 
amoimt  to  a darn  in  our  territory.”  He 
hopes  for  an  increase  in  grosses  soon  “be- 
cause things  have  been  the  toughest  of 
many  years.” 

Odes  A.  B.  Hilton,  Park  Theatre,  Sioux 
City,  la.,  known  on  Filmrow  as  the  “alpha- 
bet man”  because  of  his  unusual  name, 
said  business  was  “pretty  good”  in  north- 
western Iowa.  That  section  of  the  Hawk- 
eye  state  receives  extra  business  during 
the  summer  months  from  all  parts  of  the 
midwest  because  of  the  lake  areas. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Craig,  new  opera- 
tors of  the  Pierce  Theatre,  Pierce,  Neb., 
talked  more  on  the  optimistic  note.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ed  Kugel,  State  Theatre,  Hol- 
stein, la.,  also  were  in  the  “bright  and 
smiling”  classification. 


^AVENPORT  STREET  is  about  to  be 
remodeled,  which  will  mean  plenty  of 
noise  and  inconvenience  for  Filmrow  for 
the  next  few  months  . . . Harold  Martin, 
Warner  shipper,  is  north  in  a wilderness 
someplace  fishing  . . . Sorry  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  Wendell  Overturf’s  mother.  Wen- 
dell is  ad  sales  manager  at  Paramount. 

The  local  Warner  Club  will  hold  its  an- 
nual picnic  at  Merritt’s  Beach  on  July  23. 
Leon  Dizon  and  Leon  Mendelson,  peddlers 
de  luxe,  are  in  charge  of  the  affair  . . . 
Adeline  Howley,  Paramount  contract  clerk, 
is  now  Mrs.  Marvin  Rex  and  her  hubby  is 
an  Iowa  attorney. 

A flock  of  birthday  congrats  this  week: 
Mary  Francis  and  Sophie  Volkert  of 
American  Distributing  . . . Elmer  Hunhke 
of  Monogram  . . . Jake  Rachman,  World- 
Herald  columnist  . . . Dorothy  Laird,  War- 
ner steno. 

Eddie  Forester,  Omaha  Theatre  man- 
ager, is  now  in  Mexico  on  a vacation  . . . 
Will  Singer,  Brandeis  manager,  in  Chicago 
on  business  . . . Lou  Kozal,  Tri-States  ad 
artist,  playing  golf  on  his  vacation  . . . 
Don  Shane,  Orpheum  assistant  manager, 
ivent  to  Sioux  City  for  a visit. 

Plans  are  being  completed  by  Omaha 
Variety  Club  for  a golf  tourney  and  field 
day.  Date  and  place  haven’t  been  set  yet 
. . . Walt  Green  has  enlarged  Fepco  head- 
quarters again,  plus  a new  paint  job  on  the 
front  . . . Keith  Wilson’s  baby  is  recover- 
ing from  an  attack  of  swallowing  two  open 
safety  pins.  Wilson  is  the  World-Herald 
film  critics. 

Flash!  Julia  Anderson,  Grand  National 
office  manager,  is  wearing  an  engagement 
ring.  The  lucky  fellow  is  A.  C.  Buth,  who  is 
in  the  printing  business  at  Des  Moines. 
It’s  a beautiful  ring  of  seven  diamonds  . . . 
Frank  Hannon,  Warner  peddler,  is  back 
from  a vacation  in  Dallas. 

Wayne  Stephenson,  Paramount  second 
booker,  is  on  a vacation  but  we  can’t  find 
out  where  . . . Howard  Harvey  of  Western 
Theatre  Supply  bought  another  trick 
sports  shirt  after  he  saw  the  one  worn  by 
the  Boxoffice  correspondent  . . . Jack 
Goldhar,  United  Artists  district  boss,  was 
here  conferring  with  Don  McLucas. 

Congrats  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  Nesbit, 
Plainview  Theatre,  Plainview,  Neb.,  par- 
ents of  a boy.  It’s  their  second  child 
and  cost  B.  A.  Tomte,  Paramount  peddler, 
a pint  of  giggle  water  because  he  was  bet- 
ting it  would  be  a girl  . . . The  Republic 
exchange  is  being  remodeled  and  redeco- 
rated. 

Sol  Yeager,  handsome  RKO  film  sales- 
man, is  recovering  nicely  from  a recent 
auto  smashup.  Sol  got  a few  bad  cuts  on 
the  face  and  ear,  but  is  getting  along  fine, 
we’re  glad  to  report  . . . Iz  Weiner  is  lead- 
ing the  local  Universal  staff  in  sales. 


Langdon  to  Script 

Hollywood — Boris  Morros  has  borrowed 
Harry  Langdon  from  Hal  Roach  to  script 
“Deuces  Wild,”  the  Laurel-Hardy  comedy 
which  Morros  will  produce  for  RKO. 
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Here’s  YOUR  INVITATION 


to  Visit  Our  New 
Quarters! 


Fully  air-conditioned  and  equipped  with  every  known  device  that 
modern  engineering  genius  could  provide  for  your  convenience 
and  comfort,  the  new  home  of  Universal  Pictures  was  built  on  a 
foundation  of  merit  and  your  appreciation  of  the  hit  pictures  we 
have  delivered  these  past  two  years! 


There  will  be  no  let-down  in  quality  of  product — not  even  during  the  summer  do9-days, 
when  you  need  GOOD  PRODUCT  most!  Already  delivered  this  summer  are  pictures 
that  have  made  their  mark  on  your  marquees: — the  glorious  Gilbert  and  Sullivan’s 
"THE  MIKADO”... "EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN”  with  Bing  Crosby,  Joan  Blondell, 
Mischa  Auer  and  Sandy — the  Wonder  Baby  ...  Victor  McLaglen  in  "EX-CHAMP” 
. . . the  spectacular  "THE  SUN  NEVER  SETS”  starring  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr. 
and  Basil  Rathbone  . . . Ready  NOW  is  the  newest  Baby  Sandy  starring  comedy  hit 
"UNEXPECTED  FATHER”,  standing  them  up  at  the  Rivoli,  N.  Y. . . . and  "I  STOLE 
A MILLION”  starring  George  Raft  and  Claire  Trevor  . . . and  COMING  SOON  is 
John  M.  Stahl's  masterpiece  "A  MODERN  CINDERELLA"  starring  Irene  Dunne  and 
Charles  Boyer. ..and  another  Deanna  Durbin  smash  hit, "FIRST  LOVE”. 


It's  Never  Summer  in  a Theatre  That's  Playing  a Good  Picture ! 


New  Universal  Branch 
Home  in  Kaycee 


— Pictorial  Prfss  Service  Photo 

New  Universal  Kansas  City  Exchange — 

The  new  and  modern  home  of  Universal  in  Kansas  City,  opened  this  week  at 
214-16  West  18th  St.,  where  Peter  .1.  Dana  and  LeRoy  J.  Miller  will  preside 
as  district  and  branch  managers,  respectively. 


Kansas  City — Latest  addition  to  Film- 
row  is  the  new'  exchange  building  which 
Universal  Film  Exchange,  Inc.,  occupied 
this  week  at  214-16  West  18th  St.,  here. 
Constructed  for  Universal  occupancy  by 
Dr.  Nathan  Zoglin,  the  attractive,  two- 
story  structure  is  one  more  important  fac- 
tor in  making  the  Kansas  City  film  cen- 
ter a unique  development.  No  other  busi- 
ness has  so  compact  an  identity,  and  Kan- 
sas City’s  Filmrow  is  considered  outstand- 
ing, even  among  film  exchange  centers 
of  the  U.  S.  The  new'  Universal  exchange 
makes  it  even  more  so. 

Style  of  the  new  building,  where  Uni- 
\’ersal  exchange  officials  Peter  T.  Dana, 
district  manager,  and  LeRoy  J.  Miller, 
branch  manager,  this  week  ai’e  greeting 
old  friends  in  the  exhibition  field  in  new 
surrounding,  is  contemporary  modern. 

The  front  is  finished  in  two  shades  of 
face  brick  with  Indiana  Limestone  trim, 
but  a dominant  note  is  struck  by  the  two- 
story  panel  of  glass  blocks  and  the  glass 
block  panel  on  each  side  of  the  entrance, 
door  high.  The  blocks  serve  both  as  dec- 
oration and  utility.  A stainless  steel  can- 
opy surmounts  the  door  with  its  archi- 
tecturally projected  steel  sash  and  metal 
Venetian  blind. 

The  lobby  is  reminiscent  of  a theatre, 
with  its  red  quarry  tile  floor,  black  bord- 
ered, and  the  indirectly  lighted  display 
boxes.  The  advertising  counter  opens  into 
the  paper  room  from  the  lobby.  There 
is  a display  box  on  each  side  the  adver- 
tising w'indow  and  one  in  the  back  wall 
of  the  lobby. 

In  Modern  Manner 

General  offices  are  reached  by  a flight 
of  stairs  at  the  left  of  the  entrance,  with 
terrazzo  treads  and  an  ornamental  iron 
railing.  The  stair  hall  is  lighted  by  the 
two-story  glass  block  panel. 

General  offices  have  asphalt  tile  floors, 
cork  acoustical  tile  ceiling,  plaster  walls, 
and  a birch  trim.  The  booking  counters 
are  especially  designed  for  their  job  with 
plate  glass  separating  partitions  and  curv- 
ed counter  boards.  Lighting  throughout 
the  offices  is  indirect.  In  the  two  private 
offices  air  vents  and  light  come  out  of  one 
fixture,  which  is  both  “tricky”  and  at- 
tractive. Walls  of  the  offices  are  of  pale 
gray-green.  Exterior  windows  all  are 
equipped  with  aluminum  Venetian  blinds, 
enameled  ivoi-y  with  dubonet  bands,  which 
deflect  the  heat  and  regulate  the  light. 
Toilet  rooms  are  equipped  with  ceramic 
floors  and  wainscots  with  metal  toilet 
partitions.  Cloak  rooms  and  storage  space 
also  are  provided  on  this  floor. 

Offices  of  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Miller  are 
located  one  at  each  corner  of  the  build- 
ing. Each  is  completely  paneled  in  bleach- 
ed Philippine  mahogany  from  floor  to  ceil- 
ing, and  finished  in  a grayed,  natural  sur- 
face. The  11x16  floors  are  carpeted,  ceil- 
ings are  of  acoustical  cork  tile.  Mr. 
Dana’s  office  on  the  east  has,  adjoining, 
a secretary’s  office.  The  office  adjacent 
to  Mr.  Miller’s  on  the  west  is  the  city 
sales  room. 

The  separate  intermediate  floor  at  the 
rear,  which,  50x35,  is  halfway  between 


the  first  and  second  floors  front,  houses 
the  film  vaults,  and  the  shipping  and  in- 
spection rooms.  Walls  in  the  shipping  and 
inspection  departments  are  salt  glazed  tile 
from  floor  to  ceiling.  The  inspection  room 
floor  is  of  asphalt  tile.  Six  standard  film 
storage  vaults,  equipped  with  steel  shelv- 
ing, sprinkler  system,  and  ventilation  as 
required  by  the  fire  code,  are  provided 
off  the  shipping  room.  The  shipping  dock 
is  on  the  alley  to  the  west.  From  shipping 
room  to  paper  room  is  a metal  chute  to 
facilitate  receipt  of  advertising. 

The  building,  50x85  overall,  is  of  fire- 
proof concrete  construction  with  a steel 
deck  roof  on  clear  span  steel  joists.  The 
entire  building  except  the  shipping  and 
paper  room  is  air  conditioned.  The  equip- 
ment washes  and  purifies  the  air  and 
completely  replaces  it  every  four  minutes, 
winter  and  summer.  Humidity  is  con- 
trolled automatically. 

Clarence  Kivett  was  the  architect. 

Opening  of  the  exchange  this  week 
acquired  the  character  of  a community 
affair  as  exhibitors,  supply  men,  fUm  peo- 
ple, and  Filmrow  employes  dropped  in. 


Almost  Thirly  Years 
In  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City — Almost  30  years  ago  Uni- 
versal had  its  beginnings  in  Kansas  City 
in  the  Laemmle  Film  Service,  “releasing 
Bluebird  product.”  The  exchange  occupi- 
ed the  entire  second  floor  of  the  building 
at  12th  and  McGee  streets,  over  the  old 
Empress  Theatre,  which  still  stands — 
dark.  The  exchange  handled  machines, 
carbons,  and  other  supplies  for  the  thea- 
tre as  well  as  film. 

About  1916  it  became  the  Universal  Film 
Exchange.  Several  years  later  moved  to 
the  Davidson  building  at  17th  and  Main 
streets.  After  two  or  three  years  in  that 
location,  it  moved  to  1710  Wyandotte, 


where  it  has  been  the  past  15  years. 

The  history  of  Universal  in  Kansas  City 
has  closely  paralleled  the  history  of  the 
film  business  here  and  in  the  territory. 
For  instance,  the  local  exchange  has  serv- 
ed the  Gem  Theatre  in  Kansas  City  con- 
tinuously for  27  years,  first  under  the 
operation  of  Jack  Shriner,  and  now  under 
that  of  his  son,  of  the  same  name.  The 
exchange  has  served  Charley  Fisk’s  Fisk 
Theatre  at  Butler,  Mo.,  for  20  years,  and 
the  Summit,  operated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Burkey  until  his  death,  and  now 
operated  by  Mrs.  Burkey,  for  25  years. 
When  Clair  Pattee  opened  the  Pattee 
Theatre  at  Lawrence,  Kas.,  as  one  of  the 
first  film  theatres  west  of  Mississippi, 
Universal  began  supplying  the  house  with 
pictures,  and  still  is  serving  the  theatre 
through  Commonwealth  Amusement  Corp. 

One  of  the  reasons  Universal  has  kept 
so  close  to  exhibition  in  Kansas  City  dur- 
ing the  years  is  the  long  experience  of 
many  members  of  the  personnel. 

Walter  Abranz,  shipper,  has  been  with 
the  exchange  almost  24  years.  Ruth 
Kelly,  branch  cashier,  joined  in  1919,  20 
years  ago. 

C.  C.  Knipe,  accessory  manager,  came 
to  that  position  in  May,  1921,  and  has  held 
the  post  continuously  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  1930,  when  he  went 
to  New  York  as  accessory  sales  manager 
for  the  company. 

Is  Beiser,  salesman  for  northwestern 
Missouri  and  northwest  Kansas,  has  been 
with  the  exchange  15  years,  first  as  ship- 
per, and  then  for  some  years  as  booker. 
Ralph  A.  Morrow  has  had  seven  years’  ser- 
vice, Roscoe  R.  Thompson  six  years.  Roy 
M.  Palmquist  joined  the  staff  six  months 
ago.  Charley  Oliver  has  booked  for  five 
years  for  U,  and  Ed  Solig,  one  year.  Miss 
Mae  Weaver,  inspectress,  has  been  on  duty 
14  years. 
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For 

Complete  Picture  Service 
See  UNIVERSAL 

For 

Complete  Insurance 
Service 

See  FINTON  JONES 

Phone  HA  3461  Title  & Trust  Bldg. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Old  Timers  on  Filmrow 

Together  in  a New  Partnership 

217-223  WEST  EIGHTEENTH  ST. 

1717  WYANDOTTE  ST. 

116-130  WEST  EIGHTEENTH  ST. 

And  Now 

214-216  WEST  EIGHTEENTH  ST. 

Congratulations, 

UNIVERSAL 

DR.  NATHAN  ZOGLIN 


Circuit  Court  Holds  Ban 
On  Midget  Racing  Void 

Kansas  City — The  circuit  court  of  Judge 
Brown  Harris  held  invalid  the  ban  on 
midget  racing  at  Olympic  field,  here,  a ban 
imposed  by  the  city  council  two  weeks 
earlier.  The  council  had  received  a num- 
ber of  complaints  on  operation  of  the 
racing  concession.  Judge  Harris  said  the 
ordinance  banning  the  races  left  control 
of  the  races  and  other  businesses  up  to 
the  whim  of  the  council,  that  it  might  pro- 
hibit one  operator  and  permit  another  do- 
ing the  same  thing. 


Foley  Succeeds  Scherzer 
As  Monogram  Booker 

Kansas  City  — Douglas  Desch,  branch 
manager  for  Monogram,  has  named  Prank 
Foley  of  Denver  as  booker  and  city  sales- 
man to  succeed  Ralph  Scherzer.  Foley 
has  had  several  years  experience  in  the 
film  business  in  Denver. 

M.  G.  Shackelford,  salesman  for  Mono- 
gram in  Kansas,  filled  in  at  the  booking 
desk  of  Monogram  this  week  while  Foley 
was  on  his  way  in  to  take  over  the  job. 


Leonard  Kaplan  111 
Mason  City,  Ia. — Illness  overtook  Leon- 
ard L.  Kaplan,  head  of  the  chain  bear- 
ing his  name,  en  route  to  the  “Career” 
premiere  in  Des  Moines,  forcing  him  into 
the  Allen  Memorial  Hospital  here. 


Hillbilly  Film  Slated 

Hollywood  — “Coming  Around  the 
Mountain,”  a story  suggested  by  the  Amer- 
ican folk  song  of  that  title,  has  been 
added  to  Paramount’s  schedule  with  Lynne 
Overman  tentatively  set  for  a top  role. 
Locale  will  be  the  hill  country  of  eastern 
Tennessee.  George  Archainbaud  will  direct. 


Next  Jones  Film  Set 

Hollywood — “The  Jones  Family  in  the 
Little  Theatre”  has  been  selected  as  the 
next  in  the  series  at  20th  Century-Fox. 
It  goes  into  production  August  7. 

Down  the  Years 

With  Universal 

Beast  of  Berlin 
Yellow  Dog 

Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame 

Phantom  of  the  Opera 

All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front 

Foolish  Wives 

Seed 

Back  Street 

Frankenstein 

Dracula 

Imitation  of  Life 
Only  Yesterday 
Magnificent  Obsession 
My  Man  Godfrey 
Show  Boat 
Three  Smart  Girls 
Merry  Go  Round 
Mad  About  Music 


Tony  Martin  Musicals 
Get  Columbia  Release 

Hollywood  — A Columbia  release  has 
been  set  for  three  musicals  starring  Tony 
Martin,  to  be  produced  by  Irving  Starr. 
Films  will  be  budgeted  at  about  $200,000 
each,  to  be  financed  on  a solo  arrange- 
ment. 

First  of  the  pictures  will  go  into  work 
when  Starr  has  completed  “They  Can’t 
Hang  Me,”  last  of  his  Crime  Club  series 
for  Universal. 


Souders  Will  Manage  Two 
Houses  in  Auburn.  Neb. 

Kansas  City — Clarence  Souders,  man- 
ager of  the  Auburn  at  Auburn,  Neb.,  will 
manage  both  the  Booth  and  the  Auburn 
there,  at  least  temporarily,  for  Williams- 
Griffith. 

The  two  Auburn  theatres,  like  the  two 
at  Nebraska  City,  are  being  operated  out 
of  the  Griffith-Dickinson  offices  here. 


Do  Life  of  Goodyear 

Hollywood — Second  in  Columbia’s  new 
series  of  “Fools  Who  Made  History”  will 
be  the  story  of  Charles  Goodyear,  whose 
invention  of  the  vulcanizing  process  first 
brought  rubber  into  general  use.  Jan  Le- 
man is  writing  and  directing  this  series. 
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^/JARIAN  TEMPLE  went  horseback  rid- 
ing with  Louisiana  Lou  . . . Marian 
Temple  is  doing  her  typing  standing  up. 
That  good-looking  group  gossiping  on 
the  Fort  Des  Moines  mezzanine  when  the 
Hollywood  celebs  were  here  included 
Gretchen  Kelleher,  Leone  Matthews,  Vi 
O'Hare,  Rhoda  Reese,  and  Dora  Middles- 
worth. 

When  you  stop  in  at  Iowa  Film,  be  on 
guard.  The  thirsty  boys  will  mooch  a coke 
if  possible.  They  need  $100  and  a girl  for 
baseball  suits  and  a mascot.  Filmrowers 
should  be  able  to  furnish  both  . . . Mc- 
Kinney is  becoming  widely  known  as  an 
early  riser.  11:30  callers  are  beginning  to 
ask  if  it's  too  early  for  McKinney  to  be 
down  yet. 

Emil  Pranke  keeps  his  raven  locks  clean 
and  shiny  with  Packers  Tar  soap.  If  the 
barber  next  door  to  the  Orpheum  doesn’t 
have  any  of  Emil’s  choice  on  hand  when 
Emil  wants  his  locks  shampooed,  Emil 
waits  patiently  while  the  barber  sends  out 
for  some,  Nate  Sandler  is  getting  more 
tanned  and  younger-looking  every  day 
since  his  boys  are  home  to  keep  him  on 
his  toes.  Bob  won  the  Des  Moines  Dis- 
trict meet  here  Sunday. 

Flash!  We  are  now  an  Iowa  Flashes  rep- 
resentative ivith  Burton  Jerrel’s  promise 
to  run  our  favorite  subject  on  even  weeks! 
We  predict  a quick  rise  in  exhibitor  in- 
terest. Jerrel,  especially  on  even  weeks. 

. . . “Career”  is  bemg  held  over  at  least 
one  day  and  maybe  more  at  the  Orpheum, 
which  reminds  us  that  film  publicity  got 
to  be  such  a habit  with  the  R&T  during 
the  famous  “Career”  promotion  that  the 
paper  couldn't  get  out  of  the  habit  after  it 
was  all  over  ...  A far-fetched  romance 
story  on  Joy  Hodges  and  a front  page  Gene 
Autry  gag  appeared  in  the  sheet  on  succes- 
sive days. 

“Mirror,  mirror  on  the  wall,  who's  the 
best-dressed  of  them  all?’’  asks  Jerry 
Spandau  to  that  full-length  mirror  which 
Lou  Levy  had  installed  in  his  apartment 
so  Jerry  would  move  in  . . . 'We  miss  Walt 
Lohman’s  dimples  over  at  Monogram;  he’s 
working  in  Kaycee  now.  While  Cleo  Cur- 
rent vacationed,  Effie  Judd’s  sweet  Louise 
did  a nice  job  of  pinch-hitting  on  the 
typewriter. 

Opal  Judd  says  she  danced  with  Kay 
Kyser  once  at  222  State,  but  if  she  didn’t 
hear  Julie  Lee  play  piano  and  sing  she 
wasted  her  time  at  Chicago’s  Three  Deuces, 
we  think  . . . We  looked  and  looked  for 
Don  Allen’s  Des  Moines  Theatre  and  Harry 
Holdsberg’s  Paramount  the  night  we  flew 
over  DM  in  Pilot  Inman’s  Boeing  Clipper, 
but  there  were  too  many  red  beer  parlor 
signs  . . . Inman,  let  us  handle  the  big 
ship  long  enough  to  turn  right,  left,  nose 
up  and  down — and  long  enough  to  scare 
passengers  spitless  (including  Clayton  who 
says  he  was  not).  Suggestion:  Don’t  go  to 
see  “Only  Angels  Have  Wings”  just  before 
going  out  to  the  airport  for  a spin. 

Speaking  of  flying,  Frank  Rubel,  lies, 
McKinney,  Wolf,  and  the  Masked  Marvel 
of  Filmrow  may  be  taking  flying  lessons 
(price  about  $50),  but  we  betcha  none  of 


’em  ever  hung  halfway  out  the  plane’s 
window,  belabored  with  a parachute  and 
a camera  to  get  a shot  of  a chute  jumper 
bailing  out  of  the  same  machine  (we  did) 

. . . Afterthought:  Price,  no  bux,  but 
gulp,  gulp,  gulp!  Suggestion  No.  2:  “On 
Borrowed  Time”  is  an  appropriate  follow- 
up to  such  activity. 

Lincoln’s  competent  Boxoffice,  Barney 
Oldfield,  stood  at  our  table  at  the  Fort 
and  told  how  the  sirens  under  his  window 
woke  him  up.  In  trying  to  find  out  which 
kmd  of  a siren  he  meant,  we  discovered 
that  the  only  sort  the  non-smoking , non- 
drinking Barney  knows  about  are  on  fire 
wagons!  Fawncy  that!  . . . Paramount’s 
Cliff  Lewis  wired  about  a novel  showing. 
His  telegram  to  Clayton  about  the  Wau- 
kegan affair  read  “Jack  Benny  has  re- 
quested that  we  invite  you  as  his  special 
guest  for  that  evening  to  hear  the  broad- 
cast a7id  see  the  showing  of  his  END-” 
Why,  Jack! 

For  honest-to-gosh  off-guard  shots  of 
Filmrow,  go  to  the  Fox  or  Paramount 
screening  rooms.  Witness  Ray  Blank,  Fri- 
day evening,  with  his  dogs  propped  up  on 
the  seat  ahead  and  smoking  a cigarette. 
Still  keep  an  eye  peeled  in  Ted  Ashby’s 
column  for  Red-head  info.  It’s  only  a little 
blaze  now  to  what  it’s  gonna  be.  One 
Theresa  Dawn  is  in  town  ostensibly  talent 


JI'VERYBODY  Ogled,  ogled  and  ogled 
when  Charlie  Marks  of  the  Avery 
Theatre  led  the  Garner  Fourth  of  July 
parade!  And  why  wouldn’t  they?  We  hear 
he  was  riding  a white  stallion  with  a long 
flowing  mane  and  a tail  that  swept  the 
pavement.  Charlie  is  reported  as  having 
worn  a white  satin  tuxedo  and  a tall  silk 
hat  to  match!  The  parade  sported  60 
elaborate  floats,  and  nary  a one  drew  the 
applause  that  Charlie  got! 


S.  Barret  McCormick,  RKO  publicity 
head  in  New  York,  told  us  during  “Ca- 
reer” that  our  Charlie  Brown  of  Iowa 
City  once  visited  him  at  his  NY  offices. 
Later,  McCormick  spied  Charlie  sitting 
near  him  in  an  airliner.  Ascertaining 
through  the  stewardess  that  he  was  not 
mistaken,  McCormick  went  over  and 
spoke  to  Brown.  Charlie  identified  the 
RKO  big-shot  only  after  he  spotted  the 
unique  ring  McCormick  always  wears. 


Earl  Manbeck  jr.  tells  us  he’s  still  out  at 
Carlyle  with  Eugene  Davidson,  Melvin 
Adey,  and  John  Broffel  helping  him.  And 
he  still  thinks  he’ll  make  the  theatre  busi- 
ness his  life  work,  despite  his  dad’s  big 
motor  car  establishment! 


We  met  C.  C.  Parker  of  Fontanelle  in 
at  Service,  but  didn’t  get  a chance  to 
prove  to  ourself  that  he  couldn’t  be  as 
gruff  as  he  was  acting.  Looked  like  a 
front  to  cover  up  a kind  heart  to  us. 


scouting  and  giving  screen  tests,  but  some- 
body got  suspicious  and  it  looks  as  though 
we’ll  be  hearing  about  a racket  expose 
soon. 

Rose  Faulkner  came  all  the  way  from 
Omaha  to  visit  “Career”  (and  Jess  Car- 
ter). Rumor  has  it  she  was  disappointed 
nn  “Career”)  . . . Art  Sanders  is  adding 
a dapper  touch  to  the  Service  Theatre 
hangout  now.  He’s  nerv  there  and  so  are 
his  white  trousers,  white  sport  shirt  and 
dark  coat. 

Roy  Chansky’s  small  red-headed  “Gin- 
ger” or  “Wimpy”  as  she  is  sometimes 
called,  is  vacationing  with  her  grand- 
mother in  Omaha.  Her  mother,  Jane,  is 
so  busy  with  her  mushroom  business  these 
days  . . . We  scared  Carl  Sokoloff  half  to 
death  by  yelling  “service”  in  a hoarse  voice 
and  hammering  on  the  desk  in  his  front 
office  while  he  was  out  back. 

Frank  “Slug”  Gaskill  has  been  dunning 
Howard  Dunn  over  at  Metro  without  suc- 
cess, he  says.  Howard  claims  he’s  just  try- 
ing to  do  a little  personal  exploiting  “On 
Borrowed  Time”  . . . Jack  Kennedy  is  all 
but  swinging  from  tree  to  tree  with  joy 
over  the  “Tarzan”  business.  He’s  expect- 
ing to  give  the  cry  of  the  ape  man  about 
it  to  H.  P.  Wolfberg  from  Kaycee  soon. 


J.  W.  McLees  of  Fort  Dodge  will  tackle 
the  dummies  again  soon.  He’s  football 
coach  at  the  high  school  there. 


John  Sherman  just  got  back  from  Di- 
agonal where  he  showed  H.  A.  Johnston’s 
operator  the  ropes.  Johnston  also  runs 
the  Ford  garage  in  Diagonal. 


Hear  Ye!  Hear  Ye!  And  hear  ye  Jim 
Fair  of  Laurens.  If  you  still  don’t  believe 
your  vacation  was  duly  reported  in  this 
column,  consult  the  first  “Aw,  Shucks!” 
item  of  the  May  27  issue  of  Boxoffice. 


The  DM  Row  was  surprised  when  Art  L. 
Fi'idley,  who  usually  confines  himself  to 
the  Omaha  Row,  walked  in  here  from 
Danbury,  la.,  this  week. 


R.  L.  Schneider  was  the  man  in  white 
who  hailed  us  on  the  Row  Monday  to 
point  out  that  we’d  left  our  white  gloves 
strewn  some  ten  feet  apart  in  the  street 
behind  us  (Roland  was  carrying  another 
trade  journal,  but  he  gallantly  swore  he 
read  only  Boxoffice).  He  introduced  us  to 
E.  E.  Closson  also  of  the  Coliseum  in  La- 
moni,  who  says  he  is  on  his  way  to  the 
Fair  and  the  Metro  lot  in  Hollywood. 
Closson  says  the  Coliseum  is  the  only  thea- 
tre in  America  operated  by  an  educational 
institution  (Graceland  College). 


Leonard  Kaplan  must  be  told  that  Mar- 


....AW,  SHUCKS! 

— From  the  Tall  Corn — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 
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ian  Temple  had  nothing  to  do  with  that 
co-ed  item.  He  should  know  by  now  that 
Boxoffice  sees  all,  hears  all  and  TELLS 
all  (nearly). 


Bruno  Pierce  of  Oskaloosa  and  R.  C. 
Hoadley  of  the  Princess  in  Humeston  had 
better  avoid  each  other.  Each  has  a repu- 
tation for  being  a very  silent  critter,  so 
the  conversation  probably  wouldn’t  flow 
too  freely. 


Bob  Gilbert  of  the  Rivola  in  Oskaloosa 
told  us  that  he  always  has  to  order  an 
extra  supply  of  nickels  for  the  boxoffice 
on  kid  matinee  day  . . . the  candy  ma- 
chines get  ’em! 


The  day  we  met  Roy  Hill  of  the  State 
in  State  Center,  he  accused  us  of  thefting 
his  sign  informing  patrons  of  the  high 
price  of  seeing  shows  out  of  town.  He 
says  the  sign  disappeared  for  a week  or 
so,  was  quoted  by  us  in  Boxoffice  and 
then  reappeared  much  the  worse  for  wear. 
You  can’t  convict  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, Roy. 


W.  T.  Carter  of  the  Stand  in  Walnut 
was  short  one  set  of  molars  when  he  hit 
the  Row  the  other  day.  He  should  get  in 
touch  with  Mr.  Hill  of  the  item  above  and 
borrow  that  fancy  set  he  used  to  scare 
customers  away  from  “Son  of  Franken- 
stein.” 


Mrs.  Floyd  Featherhuff  of  Lake  Mills 
(Mills  Theatre)  was  a little  excited  when 
she  discovered  Anne  Shirley  sat  next  to 
her  during  the  “Gateway  to  Hollywood” 
broadcast  here. 


Stuart  Peake  of  the  Orpheum  and  Pas- 
time theatres  in  Maquoketa;  Oky  Good- 
man of  the  Empress  in  Rockwell  City; 
Marvin  Fosse  of  the  Grand  in  Wellman; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Pollard  of  the  Rein- 
beck and  Dysart  theatres  in  Reinbeck  and 
Dysart;  Carl  Parsons  of  the  Marion  and 
Grand  theatres  in  Knoxville,  and  W.  A. 
(Bill)  Middlton  of  the  Rex  in  Iowa  Palls 
braved  the  rain  and  the  heat  of  DM. 


Film  Fan  Is  a Critical 
Critter,  Says  Munro 

New  York — The  motion  picture  fan  is 
a critical  critter  all  the  time,  booster 
nights  and  two-for-ones  included,  accord- 
ing to  A.  E.  Munro,  manager  of  the  Munro 
Theatre,  Rolla,  N.  D.,  who  was  a visitor 
here  at  RKO’s  World’s  Fair  exhibitor 
lounge. 

His  fans,  Munro  says,  do  a lot  of  read- 
ing on  motion  pictures  and  stars  and 
they’re  real  honest-to-goodness  fans  only 
as  long  as  their  appetites  are  appeased  by 
good  pictures. 

Munro  says  his  theatre  draws  from  25 
miles  around  as  there  is  no  other  house 
with'n  this  radius  of  territory  which  exists 
on  farming. 


"Cassidy"  Replacement 

Hollywood — Producer  Harry  Sherman 
has  signed  Britt  Wood,  ex-vaudevillian,  to 
a five-year  pact  to  replace  George  Hayes 
as  “Windy”  in  Sherman’s  “Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy” westerns.  Hayes  is  now  with  Re- 
public. 


Covering  Kansas — 

For  Boxoffice  as  field  representative 
is  Virgil  Earl.  Exhibitors  are  invited 
to  give  him  news  items  and  exploita- 
tion campaign  highlights  for  submis- 
sion to  the  Boxoffice  editors. 

Bracket  Tax  System 
Spurs  Group  Buying 

Kansas  City  — Introduction  of  the 
bracket  system  of  sales  tax  collection  in 
Kansas  last  week  was  reminiscent  of  the 
period  two  years  ago  when  the  two  per 
cent  levy  first  was  introduced.  Purchas- 
ers of  merchandise  and  theatre  tickets 
were  made  extremely  conscious  of  the  levy 
by  the  change-over,  and  as  a consequence 
they  took  a good  deal  of  trouble  to  keep 
payments  as  low  as  possible. 

One  method  was  to  combine  a group  of 
three  or  four  to  make  one  purchase  of  that 
many  theatre  tickets. 

The  sales  levy  on  a 15-cent  ticket  is  one 
cent;  on  four  15-cent  purchases  of  60 
cent,  it  is  still  one  cent. 

“It  is  extremely  important  that  exhibi- 
tors give  patrons  the  benefit  of  group 
purchases  made  at  one  time,”  said  R.  R. 
Biechele,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  exhibitor,  who 
advised  with  the  Kansas  tax  commission 
during  the  period  when  it  was  working  out 
the  bracket  system. 

Biechele  said  he  had  noticed  at  the 
Osage  that  patrons  were  going  together 
to  make  group  purchases. 

The  bracket  system  makes  the  sales  tax 
levy  almost  seven  per  cent  on  some  pur- 
chases, less  than  2 per  cent  on  others,  but 
for  the  customer  the  levy  should,  over  a 
period,  balance  out  at  about  two  per  cent. 


Role  to  Hardwicke 

Hollywood — Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke  has 
replaced  Basil  Rathbone  in  one  of  the 
featured  roles  in  RKO  Radio’s  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,”  which  is  now 
before  the  cameras. 

Rathbone  withdrew  because  of  another 
film  commitment. 


Minnesota  Opening 
Date,  Policy  Set 

Minneapolis — The  reopening  date  and 
policy  of  the  Minnesota  Theatre,  4,000- 
seat  de  luxe  loop  house,  have  been  set  by 
Gordon  Greene,  its  managing  director.  The 
big  house,  which  was  relinquished  by  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  last  February, 
will  be  operated  for  its  owners  by  the  Shu- 
bert  Theatre  Players  Co.,  of  which  the 
Benz  brothers,  millionaire  realty  owners, 
are  the  principal  stockholders. 

Friday,  July  21,  will  witness  the  reopen- 
ing of  the  theatre  which  has  been  dark 
for  nearly  two  years.  The  policy  will  be 
stage  shows  plus  pictures.  A unit  show 
from  Hollywood,  headed  by  Jack  LaRue  of 
the  films,  and  Monogram’s  “Streets  of 
New  York,”  starring  Jackie  Cooper,  will  be 
the  opening  attractions.  Admission  prices 
will  be  15  cents  to  1 p.  m.,  and  30  cents 
thereafter  to  closing.  There  will  be  no 
gift  nights. 

Name  stage  bands  and  headliners  will 
be  booked  when  available.  Otherwise  there 
will  be  a permanent  line  of  12  girls  and 
five  acts  of  vaudeville.  Jack  Malerich, 
popular  band  leader,  will  conduct  an  18- 
piece  orchestra  and  also  will  provide  organ 
recitals.  Joe  Griffin,  well-known  tenor,  will 
sing  with  the  orchestra  and  also  aid 
Greene  in  staging  the  shows.  Patricia 
Wynne  from  the  Chicago  Theatre,  Chi- 
cago, will  be  the  dance  director. 

Randy  Merriman  will  be  assistant  man- 
ager and  Hale  Cavanagh  from  California 
press  agent.  Greene  managed  the  big 
theatre  when  it  first  opened. 

Thus  far  only  six  pictures — three  Mono- 
grams and  three  Republics — have  been 
bought.  There  is  not  believed  to  be  any 
major  product  available  for  the  theatre, 
inasmuch  as  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.,  has  practically  all  of  it  tied  up.  The 
problem  of  obtaining  sufficient  screen 
product  is  expected  to  prove  a difficult 
one  for  Greene. 

Greene  also  announces  that  the  1,800- 
seat  grind  lower  loop  Palace,  which  closed 
several  weeks  ago,  will  reopen  in  the  fall 
with  double  features  at  15  cents  and 
weekend  vaudeville. 

Priscilla  Lane  Selected 
As  "Typical  Daughter" 

Hollywood  — Priscilla  Lane,  Warner 
starlet  and  a native  of  Des  Moines,  la., 
has  been  chosen  by  the  Gold  Star  Mothers 
as  America’s  typical  daughter,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  celebration  of  National 
Daughters’  Day  on  Sunday,  July  23. 

Miss  Lane  was  chosen  from  a list  of  25 
candidates  in  consequence  of  her  portrayal 
of  young  daughters  in  “Daughters  Cour- 
ageous,” “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter”  and 
“Four  Daughters.” 


20ih-Fox  Signs  Writer 

Hollywood — Wilson  Collison  has  signed 
a one-picture  writing  deal  with  20th-Fox. 
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J^OROTHY  CRANE,  assistant  booker 
and  purchasing  agent  for  the  Wel- 
worth  Theatres  (Eddie  Ruben  circuit) 
spent  the  holidays  weekending  in  north- 
ern Minnesota.  What’s  up  in  the  woods 
there.  Dot?  . . . Hale  <Hick)  Cavanagh  in 
from  California  to  handle  publicity  for 
the  4,200-seat  Minnesota  Theatre,  re- 
opening under  the  managing  directorship 
of  Gordon  Greene  . . . Tommy  Charack, 
the  live-wire  Warner  salesman,  is  an  inti- 
mate of  Artie  Shaw,  current  band  maestro 
sensation. 

Mel  Evidon  and  Joe  Jacobs,  Columbia 
brayich  managers  at  Des  Moines,  la.,  and 
Omaha,  Neb.,  respectively,  and  formerly 
members  of  the  local  sales  staff,  spent  the 
weekend  here,  visiting  relatives  . . . Don 
Galinski.  former  Warner  salesman,  back 
from  Omaha  to  help  Harry  Sherman  sell 
the  Louis -Galeyito  fight  films  . . . Who  is 
that  girl  that  was  so  daring  as  to  call  Bill 
Crystal,  Grand  National  branch  manager, 
“Bucky”  and  receive  a very  large  smile  in 
return? 

Mrs.  Ben  Friedman,  wife  of  the  local  in- 
dependent circuit  operator,  played  excep- 
tionally good  golf  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
tournament  which  included  among  its  par- 
ticipants some  of  the  best  feminine  golfers 
in  the  United  States  . . . Eddie  Ruben 
threw  a swell  party  at  Oak  Ridge  Country 
Club  on  his  turn  to  be  King  for  a Night 
. . . Ray  Close,  “Lucky  Star”  m.  c.  at 
Pantages  Theatre  here,  off  to  Chicago  to 
try  to  introduce  the  same  game  at  the 
White  Sox  ball  park.  A new  wrinkle. 

Ben  Spewak,  theatrical  capitalist,  has 
purchased  a new  Cord  touring  car  for  his 
trip  to  Los  Angeles.  Has  dropped  building 
plans  at  Golden  Valley  for  the  time  being 
. . . Nelson  Logan  handling  the  Louis- 
Galento  fight  films  in  South  Dakota  . . . 
Two  of  the  three  vnnsome  daughters  of 
J.  L.  Stern,  the  Bank  Night  man,  the 
reigning  beauties  of  Minneapolis  beaches. 
The  third  is  so  young  she  can’t  go  swim- 
ming yet,  but  the  predictions  are  that 
when  she  grows  up  she’ll  not  have  to  take 
a back  seat  for  her  charming  and  lovely 
sisters  . . . Talking  of  daughters,  Harry 
Sherman’s,  Dorothy,  is  swimming  counse- 
lor at  a girls’  camp  in  Connecticut. 

Marking  time  between  the  closing  of  the 
Palace  and  the  Minnesota,  where  he’ll  as- 
sist Gordon  Greene,  the  manager,  the  like- 


"Siwash"  to  Screen 


Hollywood  — “Old  Siwash,”  mythical 
midwest  college  of  the  early  1900’s  whose 
name  became  a part  of  the  English  langu- 
age, will  be  brought  to  the  screen  by 
Paramount. 

Based  on  the  “Siwash”  stories  by  George 
Fitch,  the  film  will  be  called  “College 
Days.”  Ted  Reed  will  direct,  with  Don 
Hartman  doing  the  screen  treatment. 

The  “Siwash”  stories  enjoyed  great 
popularity  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the 
century  when  college  boys  wore  high  col- 
lars and  football  was  played  for  fun. 

The  picture  will  have  a midwest  college 
locale.  It  will  not  be  modernized. 


able  Randy  Merriman  tried  his  hand  as  a 
salesman  at  the  loop’s  biggest  and  lead- 
ing department  store  . . . Ben  Ashe,  Fergus 
Falls,  Minn.,  exhibitor,  starting  a new 
screen  game  called  “Cribb-O”  . . . Joe 
Floyd  and  Morris  Levinger,  who  manage 
the  new  Hollywood  Theatre,  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.,  made  the  front  pages  the  other  day 
by  rescuing  a car  crash  victim  . . . Lennie 
Gruenberg,  Minneapolitan,  a member  of 
the  RKO  sales  staff  in  St.  Louis,  and  the 
missus  were  in  town  for  a few  days. 

Flash!  John  B.  Cliplef,  the  hustling 
manager  of  the  Hollywood,  Montevideo, 
Minn.,  blushingly  admits  that  his  charm- 
ing wife  soon  ivill  be  called  “mamma” 
while  “daddy”  will  fit  him  appropriately 
. . . Carl  Engstrom,  New  Ulm,  Minn.,  thea- 
tre manager,  made  a hurried  auto  tour  of 
Wisconsin  . . . Harry  French,  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  district  manager,  in  town 
briefly. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
including  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond, 
Wis.;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Carter,  Plainview  and 
Elgin,  Minn.;  John  Rowekamp,  LaMoure, 
N.  D.;  Ralph  Swanson,  Ely  and  Tower, 
Minn.;  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls, 
Minn.;  Leo  Molitor,  Norwood,  Minn.; 
Charles  Conaught,  Olivia,  Minn.;  Mike 
DuFae,  Milbank,  S.  D.,  and  Jimmy  Ander- 
son, Stewartville,  Minn.  . . . Joe  Behan, 
Warner  head  booker,  still  busy  catching 
fish  at  Little  Birch  Lake  in  northern 
Minnesota,  and  his  hauls  are  the  section’s 
talk. 

Ttvin  City  Variety  Club  held  its  annual 
golf  tournament  at  Oak  Ridge  Country 
Club  this  weekend.  A Calcutta  in  the 
clubrooms  Thursday  night  preceded  the 
tournament  . . . Large  decorative  card  in 
the  Paramount  exchange  tells  of  the  pic- 
ture “Casey  Jones”  and  what  a field  the 
railroad  industry  affords  for  its  exploita- 
tion . . . M-G-M  office  plentifully  adorned 
with  signs  about  the  “Championship  Con- 
test” June  2 to  August  31.  Exhibitors  are 
asked  to  help  the  West  beat  the  East  . . . 
Booking  booths  are  a new  and  ivelcome 
feature  at  the  Warner  exchange. 

Morrie  Abrams,  ace  M-G-M  publicity 
man,  has  a new  hobby — palmistry.  He’s  all 
engrossed  by  it.  While  wifie  and  daughter 
are  away  he  keeps  from  getting  too  lone- 
some by  visiting  the  night  spots  where 
they  have  fortune  telling  as  an  added  at- 
traction. Wonder  why  . . . Gordon  Greene, 
Minnesota  theatre  managing  director, 
back  from  Chicago  where  he  lined  up  at- 
tractions for  the  theatre’s  reopening  . . . 
The  Orpheum  has  copped  Cab  Calloway  to 
follow  Rudy  Vallee  and  Paul  Whiteman 
in  the  late  summer.  With  the  two  houses 
going  in  for  stage  fare  there’ll  be  no 
dearth  here  of  the  flesh-and-blood.  Harry 
Hirsch’s  stock  burlesque  house,  the  Gayety, 
also  is  scheduled  to  reopen  next  month  and 
there’ll  be  the  usual  occasional  touring  at- 
tractions at  the  Lyceum. 

Ben  Blotcky  of  Paramount  took  a whirl 
around  the  territory  . . . Extreme  heat  the 
past  ten  days  hasn’t  been  helping  grosses 
any  . . . Warner  booking  hours  now  are 
10  a.  m.  to  4 p.  m.  with  Mondays  reserved 
for  out-of-town  exhibitors  . . . Helen  Ris- 
ler  of  the  United  Artists  office  staff  vaca- 


From  Films  to  Bowling 


Minneapolis — At  least  one  prominent 
Minneapolis  exhibitor  is  giving  up  his 
theatres  to  operate  bowling  alleys.  He  is 
Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  who 
has  put  his  two  highly  profitable  show- 
houses  on  the  market  after  opening  bowl- 
ing alleys,  the  first  in  his  town. 

The  Buckley  alleys  have  been  going 
great  guns  and  Don  plans  to  open  them 
in  other  cities  throughout  the  territory 
that  hasn’t  such  recreation.  Under  the 
Buckley  type  of  operation,  there’s  no  bil- 
liard and  pool  halls  in  connection  with 
the  bowling  alleys  and  only  soft  drinks 
are  served.  As  a result,  women  in  par- 
ticular are  going  in  for  the  sport. 

tioning  in  northern  Minnesota  . . . Wil- 
liam McFarland  jr.,  son  of  the  National 
Screen  branch  manager,  getting  ready  to 
follow  in  his  father’s  footsteps  in  the  film 
business.  He  has  gone  to  work  in  the  ship- 
ping department  to  start  learning  the 
ropes,  helping  to  take  the  place  of  John 
Holmer,  head  shipper,  who  has  gone  to 
Juneau,  Alaska,  to  visit  his  uncle. 

Universal’s  “Unexpected  Father”  goes 
into  the  Century  here  next  week.  It  has 
“Sandy,”  the  “East  Side  of  Heaven”  baby, 
as  one  of  its  featured  players  . . , Bill 
Classen,  20th-Fox  ad  sales  manager,  in 
Northwestern  Hospital  suffering  from  a 
minor  ailment  . . . Paul  Mans’  New  Lake 
Theatre,  renamed  the  new  Vogue,  has  re- 
opened after  numerous  improvements,  in- 
cluding an  air-cooling  system. 

A Modiiied  Censorship  of 
Films  Aim  of  Lutherans 

Omaha — A proposal  for  modified  censor- 
ship of  motion  pictures  will  come  before 
the  United  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
when  it  convenes  in  Omaha  in  1940,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Frederick  Hermann  Knu- 
bel  of  New  York,  national  president. 

Dr.  Knubel  told  Boxoffice  of  the  pro- 
posal while  here  making  arrangements 
for  the  meeting.  The  organization  has 
1,500,000  members,  he  said. 

A “board  of  social  missions”  would  be 
appointed  to  handle  “improvement”  of 
pictures,  he  said.  Books,  magazines  and 
other  publications  would  come  under  the 
board’s  censorship  duties,  Dr.  Knubel  said. 

The  board  would  list  “desirable”  and 
“undesirable”  films  for  guidance  of  the 
congregations,  said  Dr.  Knubel. 


Court  Fines  Theatre  on 
"Lottery"  Violation 

Minneapolis — A fine  of  $500,  plus 
prosecution  costs,  was  assessed  by  dis- 
trict court  against  the  Paramount  The- 
atre, Austin,  Minn.,  for  violation  of  the 
state  anti-lottery  law  in  the  holding  of 
Bank  Night.  The  house  is  owned  and 
operated  by  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  The  court  found  the  theatre  devi- 
ated from  the  Bank  Night  rules  which, 
if  adhered  to,  do  not  violate  the  anti- 
lottery law,  according  to  a state  su- 
preme court  ruling.  It  is  expected  the 
case  will  be  appealed. 
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pARAMOUNT’S  JACK  OSWALD,  from 

the  auditing  department,  barged  into 
town  for  a peep  into  all  affairs  of  Para- 
mount-J.  H.  Cooper  holdings  . . . John 
Archer  and  Alice  Eden  seem  to  have  made 
a neat  impression  on  Lincoln,  which  was 
Archer’s  hometown  when  he  was  Ralph 
Bowman,  ahead  of  winning  the  Gateway 
to  Hollywood  . . . Joe  Rosenberg  and  Bar- 
ney Miller  came  in  for  the  Varsity’s  bow 
with  “Career”  to  meet  everybody  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Izzy  Kuhl  drove  in  from  Seward, 
also  to  see  the  Eden-Archer  personal  ap- 
pearance. 

Charlie  Levy,  who  hadn’t  seen  his  wife 
in  more  than  a month,  is  hurrying,  RKO 
or  no,  hack  to  New  York  before  she  sues 
him  on  grounds  of  desertion  . . . Russ 
Egner  and  Sol  Yeager,  after  leaving  here 
July  4,  were  in  an  auto  smashup.  Yeager 
was  stitched  15  times  about  the  face  to 
close  the  gashes  ...  Ed  Schoenthal  flew 
through  with  Dr.  Brewster,  of  Holdredge, 
the  “flying  doctor,”  en  route  to  Omaha, 
but  Boxoffice  was  tied  up  on  a wham 
accident  in  which  four  were  killed,  and 
didn’t  get  to  meet  them. 

Memories  from  Des  Moines  and  “Ca- 
reer”: Newspapermen  framed  Movie  Edi- 
tor Ken  Clayton  by  yowling  to  attract  at- 
tention of  his  Register-Tribune  colleagues 
as  he  rode  by  the  office  in  the  parade  . . . 
Joy  Hodges  showed  380  people  her  gold 
badge  signifying  she’s  chief  of  police  of 
Universal  City,  Cal.  He  cousin  is  the 
mayor  of  Des  Moines,  but  it  never  occurred 
to  her  until  she  arrived  in  the  East  Des 
Moines  yards  ...  It  was  a pleasure  for 
Anne  Shirley  to  go  back  to  Hollywood, 
because  while  on  the  trip  RKO  lifted  her 
option  and  tilted  her  salary  . . . Most  dis- 
tinctive switch  in  press  opinion  was  on 
Bobby  Breen,  a better  impression  made 
than  expected. 

Keith  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  there  from 
Omaha,  talking  about  Waukegan,  III.  and 
Benny’s  homecoming.  If  this  junket  busi- 
ness doesn’t  stop,  critics  soon  will  resem- 
ble baggey-eyed  drummers  of  the  old  days 
. . . Incidentally,  Ray  Mayer,  formerly  on 
the  RKO  feature  list  for  three  years,  was 
visiting  his  wife’s  relatives  in  Iowa,  and 
said  he  expected  Pete  Smith  soon  would  go 
by  narrow  gauge  railway  to  someplace  to 
premiere  a short  . . . Roscoe  Ates  was  a 
special  problem,  taking  the  combined  ef- 
fort of  two  studio  press  men  and  a couple 
of  reporters  to  keep  on  leash. 

Ralph  Rolan,  the  New  Yorker,  looks 
like  presidential  possibility  McNutt  of  In- 
diana . . . Evert  Cummings  and  his  wife 
were  present  for  everything,  allowing 
Omaha  and  the  Tri- States  Theatres  of 
Nebraska  to  take  care  of  themselves  . . . 
Orville  Rennie  and  his  Mrs.,  with  the  two 
youngsters,  stopped  over  en  route  to  the 
east  for  that  vacation  . . . Linn  Unkefer, 
the  RKO  studio  press  agent  on  the  special, 
was  born  on  a Humboldt,  Neb.  farm. 

Bob  Huffman  cuts  off  a pound  and 
lowers  his  golf  score  a point.  At  that  rate, 
he’ll  still  be  a big  man  when  he’s  shoot- 
ing 18  holes  in  18  ..  . Ed  Vaughan  says 
the  only  reason  he  shakes  hands  with  some 
people  is  to  keep  them  at  arm’s  length  . . . 
Bill  Knight,  assistant  to  Jerry  Zigmond  in 


Kansas  City — Prom  San  Francisco  the 
other  day  Jay  Means  of  the  Oak  Park 
Theatre  here  received  a copy  of  Ted  Cook’s 
“Coo  Coo  Nest”  column  in  the  Examiner. 
Said  Ted  Cook: 

“In  Kansas  City,  the  Oak  Theatre  is 
attempting  to  stimulate  attendance  during 
the  dull  hours  by  offering  — FREE  TO 
LADIES — Feather  edge  dishes,  from  1:30 
to  3 and  from  6 to  7:30.  FREE  TO  MEN 
— Kisses  from  a beautiful  blonde,  from 
1:30  to  3 and  from  6 to  7:30.” 

Thinks  Cook,  “It  will  be  interesting  to 
watch  this  latter  experiment,  and  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  free  kisses  from 
blondes  fill  the  Oak  Theatre.  If  the  plan 
of  the  Oak  Theatre  works,  then  free 
kisses  from  blondes,  like  Bingo,  will  sweep 
the  country. 

“In  fact,  a great  acorn  might  grow  from 
the  Oak  Theatre  idea.  This  innocent  lit- 
tle offer  of  free  kisses  from  blondes  might 
work  a miracle  in  this  country.  The  poli- 
ticians and  economists  have  failed  in  their 
intricate  plans  to  cope  with  unemployment. 
There  is  just  a chance  that  free  kisses 
from  blondes  is  all  this  country  needs. 

“Let  us  assume  that  there  are  180,000 
theatres  in  America.  If  the  Oak  Theatre 
experiment  is  a success,  then  at  least  180,- 
000  blondes  can  be  put  to  work  imme- 
diately. But  180,000  is  too  conservative 
a figure,  because  one  blonde  per  theatre 
would  not  be  enough.  Some  theatres  may 
find  it  necessary  to  employ  dozens  of 
blondes.  And  this  will  be  just  a beginning. 
The  kissing  blondes  will  swarm  to  beauty 
parlors,  they  will  demand  perfume  and 


the  Newman,  Kansas  City,  was  here 
spending  a few  days  with  his  wife.  Both 
Knight  and  Jerry  were  here  at  one  time 
for  J.  H.  Cooper  . . . Howard  Federer 
lammed  for  Denver  on  one  of  those  mid- 
night trains. 

Alvin  Hendricks  blows  a kiss  at  the  town 
forever,  July  12.  He  is  going  to  Texas  . . . 
Bob  Livingston  and  his  Mrs.  are  thinking 
of  a few  days  at  Lake  Okoboji,  if  this  hot 
streak  hangs  on  . . . Now  that  Omaha’s 
horses  have  stopped  running,  conversation 
has  crept  slowly  back  to  the  show  busi- 
ness— and  what’s  the  matter  with  it  . . . 
M.  E.  Lofgren  was  host  to  more  kids  this 
week  than  the  theatre  has  played  to  since 
“Snow  White.”  Reason  this  time  was  “Tar- 
zan  Finds  a Son”  . . . Harvey  Traylor  says 
a gal  is  as  old  as  she  looks,  but  a guy  is 
old  when  he  stops  looking  . . . Harold 
Hellerich  is  now  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fence,  leaving  Lincoln  Theatres  Corp.  for 
Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc.  It’s  all  according 
to  whose  office  one  is  in  whether  or  not 
he’s  a Jekyll  or  a Hyde. 


Paramount  Repacts  Two 

Hollywood — Joseph  Allen  and  Judith 
Barrett,  Paramount  “Golden  Circle”  play- 
ers, each  have  been  extended  for  a year. 


Cagney  as  "Paul  Jones" 

Hollywood — Warner  has  given  James 
Cagney  a new  long-term  contract.  His 
next  assignment  is  “John  Paul  Jones.” 


cosmetics.  They  will  purchase  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  gowns.  Countless  thous- 
ands of  wives,  suspecting  that  their  hus- 
bands are  sneaking  to  movie  theatres  be- 
tween 1:30  and  3 and  6 and  7:30  will  go 
to  the  theatres  to  spy  on  their  husbands. 
Then,  jealous  of  the  blondes,  the  wives, 
too,  will  start  spending  for  cosmetics, 
clothes,  etc.  And  the  husbands,  intoxi- 
cated by  the  free  kisses  from  beautiful 
blondes,  will  swarm  to  haberdashers,  bar- 
bers and  tailoring  shops.  Jealousies  will 
bring  on  quarrels  and  the  country  will 
bristle  with  domestic  strife,  which  means 
that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  idle  law- 
yers will  suddenly  be  employed,  and  start 
spending  their  fat  fees  to  pay  up  back 
rent,  buy  automobiles,  homes,  yachts,  etc. 
Forests  will  ring  with  the  sound  of  woods- 
men cutting  down  trees  from  which  will  be 
made  paper  to  go  into  check  books  to  be 
used  by  millions  of  men  making  alimony 
payments.  The  petroleum  industry  will 
hum  merely  because  of  the  new  demand 
for  vaseline  to  be  used  by  the  divorced 
men  on  their  hair.  In  brief,  the  country, 
almost  before  we  know  it,  may  be  wallow- 
ing in  prosperity — all  because  a theatre 
manager  in  Kansas  City  got  down  to  fun- 
damentals and  offered  men  free  kisses 
from  beautiful  blondes.  It’s  all  so  simple 
that  we  are  amazed  that  somebody  didn’t 
think  of  this  before.” 

All  of  this  from  a two-night  promotion 
in  which  a blonde  gave  away  candy  kisses 
at  the  Oak  Park.  And  Jay  says  that  much 
advertising  in  San  Francisco  won’t  bring 
him  a dime’s  worth  of  business  in  Kansas 
City. 


(Continued  from  page  55) 

the  Yanks  after  setting  a new  record  for 
consecutive  runs  in  one  inning — 23 — last 
loeek.  However,  the  scouts  are  due  for  a 
rude  awakening:  The  runs  were  made  on  a 
slot  machine. 

There  are  four  guys  who  believe  in  Santa 
Claus  since  last  week.  The  car  in  which 
Ken  Levy,  Martin  Stone,  Jack  Isreal  and 
Chuck  Manne  were  returning  from  Lake 
Lotawanna  to  Kansas  City  struck  a slick 
shoulder,  and  turned  over.  The  automo- 
bile was  practically  demolished,  but  the 
lads  escaped  with  only  minor  bruises — and 
a big  scare. 


Adapts  "Ziegfeld  Follies" 

Hollywood — “Ziegfeld  Follies,”  Mervyn 
LeRoy  production  for  Metro,  will  be  adapt- 
ed by  Ernest  Pagano. 


Gets  "Kansas  Terrors" 

Hollywood — “Kansas  Terrors,”  a Three 
Mesquiteers  western,  will  be  scripted  for 
Republic  by  Robert  Lee  Johnson. 


Years  of  Experience  Has  Taught  XJs  How 
to  Serve  You 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kan.sas  City,  Mo. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer* 
ence  with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


MT517  Air  filters 

ADVERTISING  MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 

MT519  Cooling  coils 


MT-181  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT48-1  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT48  6 Letters,  attraction  board 

MT4S7  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  ijrojectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A,  systems 

MT49S  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  wasliers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MTS  11  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

1\IT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT52S  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

1\IT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT53C  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumlline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT354  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT55C  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT5G0  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

M1'5f)2  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MToG3  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT5r)4  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT5G9  Expansion  Bolts 
MT,'>70  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MTr»78  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  scieen 
MT580  Paint,  jilastic 
M'J'58l  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
M'r585  Fire  ex'tinguishers 
MT5SG  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MTG41  Cleaning  compounds 
MTG'12  Cleanei's,  vacuum 
MTG13  Disinfectants 
MTG44  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT64G  Disseminators 
MTG47  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MTG48  Air  perfumes 
MTG49  Air  sprays 
MTG50  Soap  dispensers 
MTG51  Soaps,  liquid 
MTG52  Hand  driers,  electric 
MTG53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MTG54  Rubber  link  matting 
MTG55  Exhaust  fans 
MTG56  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT6C1  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT6G2  Sound  Iieads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-ami)lifiers 

MTGG5  Spea Iters 

MTGGG  Rectifiers 

MTGG7  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT6G9  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MTG72  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MTG77  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  “REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  7-15-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below), 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTo96  Lamps,  supiex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MTGOO  Arc  regulators 

MTGOl  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MTG04  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MTG05  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MTGOG  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MTGIO  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draj^cries 
MTGOO  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MTG93  Switcliboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  poicelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Invite  Independents 
To  Allied  Meeting 

Boston — New  England  independent  ex- 
hibitors as  a whole,  will  be  invited  to  the 
coming  Allied  confab  at  which  recorded 
speeches  of  the  recent  Allied  national  con- 
vention in  Minneapolis  will  be  reproduced. 
No  date  had  been  set,  up  to  the  present 
time,  for  the  affair  which  will  probably  be 
held  at  the  Hotel  Statler. 

“It  will  be  a chance  for  independent 
theatre  owners  regardless  of  affiliation,  to 
hear  and  to  judge  for  themselves  exactly 
what  went  on  in  regard  to  Allied  rejection 
of  the  trade  practice  code,”  Arthur  K. 
Howard,  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc., 
business  manager  said. 

Frank  Lydon,  eastern  vice-president  of 
the  organization,  informed  this  publica- 
tion that  the  coming  eastern  regional 
m, feting  would  probably  follow  the  local 
session. 


William  Murphy  Is  Named 
Imperial  Office  Head 

Boston  — William  Murphy,  former 
booker  and  buyer  for  Gordon  and  Lock- 
wood  theatre  circuit  interests,  has  been 
named  office  manager  of  Imperial  Pic- 
tures. The  move  is  the  result  of  an  in- 
creasing amount  of  time  being  spent  on 
New  York  business  by  Harry  Segal,  ex- 
change head. 

Sam  Richmond,  formerly  with  the  Hub 
Film  Exchange  and  for  the  past  few  years 
associated  in  an  executive  capacity  with 
the  Frederick  E.  Lieberman  chain,  has 
taken  over  with  Gordon  and  Lockwood. 


Maine's  First  Open-Air 
Theatre  Bows  at  Saco 

Boston — New  England  continues  su- 
preme in  the  open-air  theatre  business 
with  opening  of  the  first  ozoner  in  the 
state  of  Maine.  J.  Frank  Moore,  former 
Dover,  N.  H.,  theatre  owner,  is  prominent 
in  the  corporation  which  has  been  ready- 
ing the  Motor-in  Theatre  in  Saco,  Me.  The 
latest  open-air  is  understood  not  to  have 
been  licensed  by  the  Drive-In  Theatre  Cor- 
poration, according  to  a member  of  the 
pioneer  ozoner  operator  in  this  territory. 


Fine  Arts  Theatre  Closes 
Over  July  and  August 

Boston — The  Fine  Arts  Theatre,  only 
successful  Boston  “arty”  house  in  a large 
field  of  starters,  has  darkened  for  July  and 
August. 

George  Kraska,  operator  manager,  who 
plans  a September  reopening,  is  heading 
into  a summer  of  booking  and  of  looking 
over  imports  with  a view  to  purchasing 
American  rights. 


Foster  to  Hurley  Unit 

Hollywood — Lewis  R.  Foster  has  joined 
Paramount’s  writing  department  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Harold  Hurley  production  unit. 
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Friars  Procure  Truck 
For  Free  Shows 

Boston — The  Boston  Friars  Club  has 
acquired  a truck  for  the  transportation 
of  portable  equipment  and  prints  for 
free  shows  provided  for  by  a special 
fund  recently  established  by  the  local 
film  fraternity.  Legended  on  the  bright 
red  sides  of  the  vehicle  is  the  story: 
"Motion  Pictures  for  Shut-Ins."  Harry 
Decker  of  the  Film  Exchange  Transfer 
has  donated  garage  space  and  drivers 
for  the  acquisition. 


A&W  and  M&R  Suits 
Share  Court  Time 


Boston — Tom  Bailey,  20th  Century-Fox 
district  manager,  was  described  by  Edward 
McClennen,  defense  attorney,  as  looking 
“like  Uncle  Sam  with  his  beard  cut  off,” 
and  the  seven-month-old  Morse  & Rothen- 
berg  anti-trust  case  went  into  still  hotter 
weather  at  the  Federal  Building  in  Boston. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  these 
past  few  days  to  the  accompanying  $100,- 
000  monopoly  action  of  the  A&W  Amuse- 
ment Company  which  Attorney  George  S. 
Ryan  is  bringing  along  with  the  $2,000,000 
main  action.  Testimony  of  Joseph  W. 
Walsh,  the  “W”  of  the  concern  which 
operated  the  Metropolitan  in  Providence, 
has  been  concentrated  upon  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Walsh  came  into  the  motion  picture 
business  in  1918  or  1919  when  he  took  over 
a Hartford,  Connecticut  house  which  he 
described  as  “what  today  would  be  called 
a dump.” 

“A  what?”  asked  Phillip  Hendrick,  mas- 
ter appointed  by  the  U.  S.  district  court  for 
the  first  defense. 

“It  is  a trade  name,”  explained  Walsh. 
“A  dump.” 

He  operated  that  house  for  about  a year 
and  then  built  a new  house  in  the  same 
locality. 

Ryan  asked  Walsh  if  at  the  time  he 
first  started  to  operate  theatres,  “any  of 
the  producing  or  distributing  companies, 
so  far  as  he  knew,  had  any  houses.” 

“No,  at  that  time,  none  that  I ever 
knew  of,”  Walsh  said.  “It  was  rather  a 
hectic  business  in  those  days.  The  picture 
business  was  a stepchild  in  the  amusement 
world  at  that  time.  In  fact,  I can  remem- 
ber in  those  days  that  I did  not  run  the 
pictures.  All  I did  run  would  be  a news- 
reel so  as  to  get  them  out  for  the  next 
vaudeville  show.” 

“Newsreels  were  popularly  known  as 
‘chasers’  in  those  days,”  Walsh  said,  add- 
ing, “That  is  what  they  were  called  and 
that  is  what  they  were  used  for.”  He  said 
that,  “In  those  days,  motion  picture  thea- 
tres were  converted  stores.” 

“And  shooting  galleries?”  led  Ryan. 

“And  shooting  galleries,”  said  Walsh, 
“and  outlawed  buildings  and  everything 
else.  We  had  very  few  ethics  in  the  busi- 
ness; practically  no  regulation.  You  just 
opened  a theatre  and  you  operated  it,  and 
that  was  all  there  was  to  it.  I can  remem- 
(Continued  on  page  64) 


Film  Price  Cut  Plea 
To  Justice  Dept. 

New  Haven — Copies  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion by  the  Connecticut  MPTO  and  the 
Allied  of  Connecticut  exhibitor  units  de- 
manding decreases  in  film  rentals  and 
assurance  of  no  short  subjects  forcing  in 
connection  with  the  sales  of  features  will 
be  mailed  to  the  home  offices  of  major 
distributors  and  to  the  department  of  jus- 
tice in  Washington. 

Text  of  the  resolution,  springing  from 
a joint  meeting  of  independents  last  week, 
is  as  follows: 

“Whereas  theatre  grosses  have  been  con- 
stantly falling  for  the  past  year  and  have 
now  dropped  to  an  alarming  degree,  and 

“Whereas,  the  prices  of  film  rentals  have 
been  constantly  rising  contrary  to  the 
business  trend,  and 

“Whereas,  said  film  distributors  are  forc- 
ing the  sale  of  shorts  and  newsreels,  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  code  they  offer 
to  the  trade ; 

“New  therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  that 
we,  the  independent  exhibitors  of  Con- 
necticut, in  meeting  assembled  this  27th 
day  of  June,  1939,  at  the  Hof-Brau,  New 
Haven,  demand  decreases  in  film  rentals 
for  the  ensuing  year,  commensurate  with 
the  drop  in  grosses,  and  be  it  further  re- 
solved, that  we  will  not  be  coerced,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  into  the  buying  of 
shorts  and  newsreels.” 

“We  are  not  out  for  blood,”  several  of 
the  leading  independents  asserted  follow- 
ing release  of  the  resolution  and  action, 
“but  we  do  feel  there  is  a real  problem 
here — the  problem  of  how  we  are  to  stay 
in  business  if  we  must  pay  increased  film 
rentals  at  a time  when  business  is  alarm- 
ingly poor.” 


Defer  Action  on  Theatre 
Permit  in  Brookline 

Boston — Action  on  a building  permit 
for  a proposed  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  thea- 
tre in  the  Brookline  area  of  Cleveland 
Circle  has  been  put  over  until  September 
18  by  that  town’s  board  of  selectmen. 
There  was  but  one  dissenting  vote,  that 
of  Thomas  J.  Brady,  cast  on  the  motion 
for  postponement  which  followed  sub- 
mission of  a petition  of  protest  by  the 
close  to  100  Fisher  Hill  residents. 

The  action  heightened  a possibility  that 
the  New  England  Theatres,  Inc.,  may  build 
on  the  Boston  side  of  the  Cleveland  Circle 
tract,  a move  that  would  place  the  motion 
picture  house  in  a higher  tax  zone. 

The  Brookline  board  of  selectmen  un- 
animously voted  to  investigate  the  loca- 
tion of  the  proposed  house  in  regard  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Avenue  traffic  and  adjacent 
parking.  Police  Chief  James  W.  Tomra, 
Superintendent  of  Streets  Daniel  G.  Lacy, 
and  Gorham  Dana  of  the  planning  board 
were  named  to  the  committee  of  three  to 
submit  a report  on  the  former  Metropoli- 
tan Coal  Company  property. 

The  Brookline  board  of  assessors  was 
directed  to  make  a report  concerning  the 
potential  effect  upon  nearby  property 
valuations  of  theatre  construction. 
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George  H.  Wilkinson 
Gets  a Testimonial 

New  Haven — A large  representation  from 
the  Boston,  New  York  and  New  Haven 
film  exchanges,  exhibitors  from  all  over  the 
state,  and  other  friends  from  New  Haven 
and  Wallingford  paid  their  respects  to 
Connecticut’s  “pioneer  exhibitor,”  George 
H.  Wilkinson,  last  Tuesday  at  Racebrook 
Country  Club. 

The  testimonial  luncheon  was  evidence  of 
the  goodwill  this  exhibitor  has  gained  for 
himself  in  his  49  years  as  a showman  in 
Wallingford,  and  the  guests  further  com- 
memorated the  occasion  by  presenting  him 


Trade  Honors  Him — 

Eighty-one-year-old  George  H.  Wil- 
kinson of  the  Wilkinson  Theatre  at 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  “Connecticut’s 
pioneer  exhibitor,’’  who  was  feted  at  a 
testimonial  luncheon  Tuesday  by  the 
entire  trade  in  this  area. 

New  England  Circuits  Are 
Eager  lor  Fight  Films 

Boston — Every  important  New  England 
circuit,  with  one  exception,  had  contracted 
for  the  Louis-Galento  fight  films  by  the 
end  of  last  week.  Distributor  Harry  Asher 
informed  this  paper.  Mark  Jeffrey,  former 
owner  of  the  New  England  film  exchange, 
and  Elmer  Turnquist,  former  Imperial  of- 
fice manager,  have  been  selling  for  Asher. 


Giant  Postcard  Used  to 
Sell  "Union  Pacific" 

Dover,  N.  H.  — A giant  postcard  pub- 
licity stunt  was  used  by  Manager  Mel 
Morrison  at  the  Strand  here  in  connec- 
tion with  the  showing  of  “Union  Pacific.” 

Mayor  Sam  Blair  cooperated  by  receiv- 
ing the  postcard,  measuring  8x3 ‘,'2  feet, 
signed  by  Barbara  Stanwyck,  and  con- 
taining a message  boosting  the  film. 


with  a testimonial-inscribed  parchment 
scroll  and  other  gifts. 

Harry  P.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  mana- 
ger, acted  as  toastmaster.  Speakers  in- 
cluded Morris  Joseph,  Barney  Pitkin,  chair- 
man of  the  event,  and  out-of-town  film 
men. 

Guest  list  included  William  Scully,  Jos- 
eph Unger,  Roy  Haines  and  Edward  Schnit- 
zel- of  New  York;  William  Erbb,  Maurice 
Wolfe,  Tom  Bailey  and  I.  H.  Rogovin  of 
Boston;  Don  Jacocks  of  Newark,  Thomas 
Donaldson,  Ben  Simon,  Morris  Joseph,  John 
Pavone,  Lou  Wechsler,  Edward  Ruff,  Bar- 
ney Pitkin,  T.  O’Toole,  Phil  Sherman, 
George  Rabinowitz,  I.  Levine,  Henry  Ger- 
maine, Sam  Germaine,  Sidney  Swirsky, 
Ben  Lourie,  Earl  Wright,  Milton  Hyams, 
A.  L.  Titus,  G.  DePazio,  Lewis  Ginsberg, 
Richard  Carroll,  Bill  Canelli,  Hugh  Ma- 
guire, Morton  Katz,  George  Weber,  Charles 
Lazarus,  Phil  Gravitz,  Sam  Rosen,  Irving 
C.  Jacocks  jr.,  Adolph  G.  Johnson,  J.  B. 
Pishman,  Abe  Pishman,  Lou  Philips,  George 
Comden  and  many  others.  Prominent 
among  the  guests  also  was  George  Wil- 
kinson jr.,  who,  with  Mrs.  George  H.  Wil- 
kinson, has  assisted  in  Wilkinson  theatre 
operations. 

Pollowing  the  luncheon,  some  of  the 
guests  golfed  at  the  Country  Club. 


Vocal  Services — 

Gladys  Swarthout  and  Grace  Moore, 
who  sang  at  Memorial  Day  services  in 
Newton,  Conn.,  at  the  invitation  of 
Arthur  F.  Smith,  Mayor  of  Newton 
and  operator  of  Edmond  Town  Hall 
Theatre.  Miss  Moore  has  an  estate 
nearby. 


Camera  for  Medics 

Boston — A new  natural  color  motion 
picture  camera,  developed  by  three  Boston 
doctors,  is  one  of  the  newest  developments 
in  the  fight  against  lung  and  stomach  dis- 
eases. The  new  instrument  involves  the 
use  of  internal  light  provided  by  electric 
bulbs  fed  through  nine-inch  laryngoscopes, 
tubes  used  in  diagnostic  and  surgical  work. 


Connecticut  MPTO 
Tourney  Aug.  1 

New  Haven — Invitations  have  gone  out 
to  “exhibitors,  distributors,  common  car- 
riers, premium  guys,  insurance  blokes, 
trailers  and  all  others  directly  or  indi- 
rectly connected  with  the  film  business,” 
to  get  the  swinging  arm  ready  for  the 
fourth  annual  film  golf  tournament  spon- 
sored by  MPTO  of  Connecticut,  August  1, 
at  Racebrook  Country  Club,  Orange,  Conn. 

The  event  will  begin  with  a nine-hole 
qualifying  round  at  10;  00  a.  m.  Luncheon 
will  be  at  1:00,  followed  by  an  18-hole 
tournament  at  2;  00,  and  dinner,  enter- 
tainment and  awarding  of  prizes  in  the 
evening.  As  in  the  past,  contests  and 
prizes  are  being  arranged  for  non-golfers. 

The  committee  in  charge  consists  of  Irv- 
ing C.  Jacocks  jr.,  chairman;  Ed  Levy,  sec- 
retary; Edward  Raffile,  treasurer;  Lou 
Anger,  Leo  Bonoff,  Harold  Eskin,  B.  E. 
Hoffman,  Adolph  G.  Johnson,  Arthur  Lock- 
wood,  Sam  Rosen,  Harry  P.  Shaw  and  Max 
Tabackman. 

Pirst  prizes  to  be  received  include  cash 
for  selection  of  awards  from  Ben  Simon, 
20th-Pox  manager;  Barney  Pitkin,  RKO 
manager,  and  Tim  O’Toole,  Columbia  man- 
ager; two  packages  of  tees  for  every  golfer 
and  guest  from  J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.;  flash- 
lights, National  Carbon;  onyx  base  desk 
set.  National  Screen  Service. 

The  committee  expects  a minimum  at- 
tendance of  150,  topping  last  year’s  turn- 
out. Attractions  include  free  beer  and  sur- 
prise entertainment. 

Wilhur,  Hub  Legit  House, 
Marks  25th  Anniversary 

Boston — It  is  the  25th  anniversary  of 
the  Wilbur  Theatre,  1. 200-seat  legitimate 
house.  The  past  quarter-century  has  seen 
the  Barrymores,  Bennetts,  Gishes,  George 
Arliss,  Helen  Hayes  and,  more  recently, 
Madeleine  Carroll,  trod  the  Wilbur  boards. 
Ed  Smith  was  the  first  manager  of  the 
house.  Harry  Coote,  present  manager, 
played  in  the  Wilbur  himself  in  1920  in  the 
juvenile  lead  of  “Irene.” 


Sheridan  Plugs  Airer 

Boston — Martin  Sheridan,  Monogram 
advertising  manager  in  this  territory,  has 
been  appointed  New  England  publicity 
head  for  the  NBC  program,  “Inside  Story.” 
Sheridan,  who  plans  to  tussle  with  tuna 
in  Maine  the  end  of  this  month,  has  been 
in  New  York  this  week  on  business.  The 
latter  includes  marketing  of  a new  book 
he  has  turned  out  on  cartoons. 


"Chips"  Held  Over 

Boston — The  only  holdover  last  week 
in  first-run  Boston  was  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips”  which,  billed  with  “Parents  on 
Trial,”  did  well  above  average  at  Loew’s 
State  and  Orpheum, 


Termer  to  Ted  Reed 

Hollywood  — Ted  Reed,  director,  has 
been  held  for  another  term  by  Paramoimt. 
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Latest  Batch  of  66  Pass 
Hub  Censors  Unaltered 

Boston — The  last  66  motion  pictures  re- 
ported by  the  Massachusetts  department  of 
public  safety  up  to  the  first  of  this  week 
were  passed  for  Sunday  showings  without 
deletions.  Eight  films,  however,  got  the 
shears  earlier. 

The  “Ecstasy”  trailer  prologue  was 
passed  only  after  elimination  of  all  dia- 
logue pertaining  to  the  cabin  scene,  in- 
cluding what  Commissioner  Eugene  M. 
McSweeney’s  subordinates  classified  as 
“mention  of  natural  or  unnatural  love.” 

The  entire  “Newsette”  subject  of  “Pox 
Movietone  News  No.  78’  was  excluded. 

Tri-National  Films’,  Inc.,  release  “The 
Heart  of  Paris”  was  cut  in  the  sound 
track.  Taken  out  was:  “ ‘ — you  know  very 
well  that  I haven’t  deceived  you  since  the 
war,’  in  part  4.  Dialogue,  ‘ — Of  course  I 
couldn’t  pay — ’,  to  and  including,  ‘Pardon 
me,’  in  part  7.  Dialogue,  ‘You’re  willing  to 
marry  my  daughter,  but  also  to  seduce  my 
employes,’  in  part  8.” 

The  Massachusetts  authorities  passed 
with  eliminations  the  following  reissues 
now  being  distributed  by  Roy  E.  Heffner 
through  Specialty  Pictures,  Inc.;  “Death 
Kiss,”  “Heart  of  New  York,”  “His  Double 
Life,”  “Study  in  Scarlet,”  “The  Savage 
Girl,”  and  “Woman  Unafraid.” 

Deletions  were  made  in  five  of  the  other 
reissues.  In  “Breach  of  Promise,”  they 
were:  “Dialogue,  ‘Neither  can  a woman! 
I was  only  kidding — ’;  ‘ — There’s  nothing 
succeeds  like  sex.  Baby’;  scenes  showing 
Millie  in  lingerie,  in  part  1.  Dialogue,  ‘If 
you  must  tend  something — ,’  to  and  in- 
cluding — ‘to  tell  the  difference,’  in  part 
2.  Scene  showing  Joe  strapping  Hattie, 
in  part  3.  Scenes  showing  Hattie  in  lin- 
gerie, in  part  4.” 

Cut  from  “The  Man  Called  Back”  were: 
“Scenes  showing  native  girls  with  exposed 
abdomens  in  dance;  scenes  showing  native 
girls  with  exposed  abdomens;  scene  show- 
ing native  girls  caressing  man  in  part  1.” 

“Out  of  Singapore”  were  what  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Safety  specified  as;  “Scenes  showing  bare 
abdomens,  in  part  2.  Scene  showing  bare 
abdomens  and  muscle  dancing,  in  part  3. 
Dialogue,  ‘damn,’  in  part  5.  Scene  show- 
ing bare  abdomens  and  muscle  dancing; 
dialogue,  ‘ — God,’  in  part  6.” 

“ ‘Well  then,  she  was — ,’  to  and  includ- 
ing, ‘ — Where  was  she  then?’  and  ‘She 
came  home  at  six  this  morning,’  ” were  the 
sole  scissorings  on  “Tonight  or  Never.” 

"Ecstasy"  Potent  Grosser 
Despite  Previous  Runs 

Boston— Held  over  for  a ninth  consecu- 
tive week  at  the  Newsreel  Theatre  is 
“Ecstasy,”  which  already  has  played  41 
weeks  in  first-run  Boston.  The  film,  after 
two  weeks  at  the  Pine  Arts,  went  into  the 
Park  for  a record  run  of  33  weeks.  Both 
Edward  Kleine,  distributor,  and  P.  E.  Lie- 
berman,  exhibitor,  estimate  that  “Ecstasy” 
may  stay  throughout  the  summer  season 
at  the  house. 


Loeb  Scripts  “Kids" 

Hollywood  — Lee  Loeb  is  writing  the 
script  for  Universal’s  “Listen,  Kids.” 


jyjARTY  GLAZER,  assistant  to  Publicist 
Paul  Levi  of  the  Metropolitan,  is  West 
Coast  bound  for  his  annual  vacation. 

George  McAleenen,  M&P  real  estate 
man,  is  talcing  his  summer  sojourn  . . . 
Tommy  Fahey,  recently  married  M&P  em- 
ploye, is  hack  from  vacation  . . . Ditto 
Fred  Fahlbusch  of  the  M&P  accounting 
department. 

Messrs.  Healey,  Broidy  and  Cuddy  have 
set  the  annual  film  district  outing  for 
August  15  at  Seiler’s  Ten  Acres. 

Maurice  N.  Wolf,  M-G-M  district  man- 
ager, has  been  appointed  trustee  of  the 
congregation  of  the  Temple  Sinai. 

Tony  Bell,  formerly  of  Cameo  Screen  At- 
tractions, is  now  hitting  the  drums  in  a 
summer  orchestra. 

Charles  Brent,  New  England  roadshow 
man,  and  his  wife,  Beth,  plan  to  leave 
shortly  for  five  or  six  weeks  in  Oklahoma, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas. 

William  H.  McLaughlin,  Stoneham 
Theatre  operator,  has  returned  from  New 
York.  His  son.  former  Stoneham  High 
hockey  co-captain  and  New  England  in- 
terscholastic pick,  may  enter  Annapolis 
in  the  Fall. 

Frank  Lydon,  Hamilton  Theatre  opera- 
tor, has  not  yet  dated  an  Allied  eastern 
regional  meeting. 

Dorothy  Hamlin,  secretary  to  Manager 
Fred  R.  Greenway  of  Loew’s  State,  is  so- 
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journing  at  Maranacook  Lake. 

Paul  DeBruille  of  M&P  headquarters  is 
the  father  of  a baby  girl. 

Sam  Richmond,  formerly  with  the  Lei- 
berman  chain,  is  now  with  Gordon  and 
Lockwood  . . . William  Murphy,  formerly 
with  the  latter  circuit,  is  now  Boston  of- 
fice manager  for  Imperial. 

Helen  “Mysko”  Pruneski,  secretary  to 
Office  Manager  Walter  Gillis  of  Cameo, 
left  this  week  on  summer  leave  . . . Harry 
Segal  from  Imperial  was  in  from  New 
York  this  week  . . . Newell  B.  Kurson, 
Graphic  Theatres  executive,  returned  this 
week  to  his  Boston  office  at  164  Stuart 
Street  . . . Burt  Lazarus,  local  premium 
man,  is  hack  from  the  Fair. 

Meyer  Marcus,  assistant  to  Advertising 
Manager  Harry  Browning  of  M&P,  plans 
to  hit  the  highways  in  the  direction  of 
Canada  about  August  1.  Norman  Poret- 
sky  of  Wholesome  Film  Service  will  be  the 
second  man  in  the  automobile. 

The  “Swamp  Angel,”  film  district  char- 
acter, is  dead. 

Ann  (Martin)  Salvucci,  formerly  of 
M-G-M,  is  the  mother  of  a baby  boy. 

J.  Frank  Moore,  former  New  Hampshire 
exhibitor,  becomes  Marne’s  first  outdoor 
theatre  operator. 

Edward  Kleine  of  the  Bay  State  Film 
(Continued  on  page  67) 
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Score  Charges  Have 
Two  Definitions 

(Continued  from  page  61) 
ber  we  used  to  get  our  shows  on  what  we 
called  equal  service.  If  you  got  their  first, 
you  got  the  best  one.  The  fellow  that 
came  last  got  the  worst.  That  was  your 
exchange  system  in  those  days.” 

Score  charges  entered  the  testimony. 
Asked  by  his  lawyer  if  he  knew  what  a 


score  charge  is,  Walsh  replied,  “Well,  I 
can  give  you  my  version  of  it.” 

Distributors’  Attorney  McClennen  ob- 
jected to  Walsh’s  answering  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  an  “individual  man’s  ver- 
sion.” The  master  waived  the  objection 
and  asked  if  there  was  “any  exact  defini- 
tion in  the  industry  of  what  a score 
charge  is.” 

Walsh  said  that  there  was  “one  defini- 
tion by  the  distributor  and  the  other  by 
the  exhibitor.”  He  was  asked  to  give  both. 

“Just  a moment,”  said  McClennen.  “As 
I recall  it,  the  text  of  whether  meanings 
of  trade  terms  may  be  introduced  in  evi- 
dence is  whether  those  meanings  are  uni- 


versal. These  visectional  definitions,  it 
seems  to  me,  should  not  come  in.” 

“I  am  offering  these  things  largely,  not 
only  as  an  instance  of  trade  practices  as 
they  are  generally  understood,  but  also  in 
these  anti-trust  cases  we  are  allowed  quite 
a lot  of  latitude  in  showing  the  history  and 
practices  and  development  of  the  industry 
so  that  you  will  know  the  effect  of  the  par- 
ticular practices  complained  of,”  said 
George  S.  Ryan.  “You  cannot  isolate  the 
particular  practices  complained  of  from 
the  general  knowledge  that  the  distribu- 
tors and  exhibitors  have,  or  from  what  is 
going  on  in  the  industry.” 

“I  think  there  is  a good  deal  of  longi- 
tude as  well  as  latitude  in  this  question,” 
said  McClennen. 

“Away  back  in  the  cold  weather,”  said 
the  master,  “I  asked  the  question,  ‘What 
is  a score  charge?’  Nobody  gave  me  any 
answer  then  and  I don’t  think  there  will 
be  any  great  harm  occur  from  having  this 
man  tell  me  what  he  thinks  it  is  from  two 
angles.  Go  ahead,  Mr.  Walsh.” 

“From  the  distributors  angle,”  Walsh 
said,  “it  is  the  cost  of  the  sound  in  the 
film,  dating  back  to  the  time  when  we  had 
to  use  records  which  would  entail  an  ad- 
ditional cost,  not  only  in  the  making  of 
them,  but  in  the  handling  of  them.  Now, 
from  the  exhibitors’  standpoint,  it  is  just 
film  rental.  They  sell  us  a sound  picture 
for  so  much  money  and  then  charge  us 
for  the  privilege  of  selling  us  the  sound.” 

Walsh  complained  of  being  “tossed 
around”  by  Boston  exchange  heads  when 
he  tried  to  obtain  product  for  the  Metro- 
politan in  Providence.  Describing  an  al- 
leged conversation  with  Tim  F.  O’Toole, 
present  New  Haven  branch  manager  and 
former  Boston  manager,  Walsh  said: 

“We  asked  him  whether  he  was  ready 
to  do  business  with  us,  and  he  said  as  far 
as  the  company  was  concerned,  the  situa- 
tion had  not  changed.  He  wanted  to  know 
what  product  we  had  and  we  told  him, 
just  the  same  as  we  told  Mr.  Spry  and 
Mr.  Kelly,  that  RKO  and  UA  had  taken  a 
proposition,  and  we  had  a contract  with 
Metro. 

“He  said  to  us,  ‘I  know  you  haven’t  got 
any  contract  with  Metro.  You  are  spot 
booking  those  pictures.  I know  RKO  has 
never  given  you  any  confirmation  on  your 
contract.’  He  said,  ‘You  are  just  being 
played  for  suckers.  Those  fellows  are  tak- 
ing applications  and  not  even  sending 
them  to  the  New  York  office.’ 

“I  said  to  him,  ‘How  do  you  know  we 
haven’t  got  a contract  with  Metro,  that 
we  are  spot  booking  the  pictures,  and  that 
RKO  has  not  approved  the  contract?’ 

“He  said,  ‘I  have  ways  of  finding  out 
not  only  that,  but  every  exchange  manager 
(Continued  on  page  68) 


Not  in  the 
Script 

Boston — Bill  Nye,  the  humorist,  was 
giving  a lecture  in  an  old  Boston  thea- 
tre when  a farmer  in  the  balcony 
called  out:  "Speak  louder,  I can't  hear 
youl" 

Nye  replied  quickly:  “Why  don't  you 
pay  more  to  sit  nearer?'' 

Back  came  the  Yankee's  retort: 
"'Cause  'taint  worth  it.'' 
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Fellow  exhibitors  didn't  think  that  Lillian 
M.  Couture  and  her  husband  could  make  a 
go  of  it  when  they  took  over  the  Strand  The- 
atre in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  nine  years  ago. 
Several  other  exhibitors  had  already  tried. 
Starting  in  the  depths  of  the  depression,  the 
couple  worked  hard  and  long  hours.  And 
the  result  was  success!  Even  a long,  serious 
illness  couldn't  keep  this  plucky  woman 
down.  She  continued  to  book  pictures  right 
from  her  sickbed  for  more  than  three  months 
this  spring.  Best  of  all,  we  can  report  that 
the  theatre  is  now  on  a paying  basis.  The 
Coutures  live  on  a farm  near  Fitchburg,  raise 
some  vegetables,  chickens  and  a couple  of 
cows.  They've  done  a big  job— and  well! 


To  balance  the  wrongly-called  "weaker  sex,"  we  introduce  A1  F.  Vv^ins- 
trom,  now  associated  with  the  Modern  Theatre  in  Marlboro,  Mass.  A1  can 
take  his  place  along  with  the  several  other  real  veterans  in  the  exhibition 
end  of  the  movie  industry  in  New  England.  He  started  when  nickleodeons 
were  THE  thing.  A1  has  not  only  managed 
such  houses  as  the  Capitol  in  Hartford,  but 
he  has  been  associated  with  the  E.  M.  Loew 
and  Poli  chains,  to  mention  a few  of  them. 

He  has  had  a great  deal  of  experience  in 
the  middle  west,  serving  as  distributor  for 
the  early  film  companies  in  Omaha  and  Des 
Moines.  Despite  his  lengthy  travels,  A1  is 
mighty  happy  in  Marlboro,  perfectly  content 
to  remain  in  such  a pleasant  town. 

* * * 

We're  anxiously  awaiting  the  new  Boris 
Karloff  picture,  "Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown," 
on  August  7.  This  series  is  really  catching 
on,  so  don't  procrastinate  about  setting  a 
date  for  this  film.  "Streets  of  New  York"  has 

just  finished  its  first-run  showing  at  the  Boston  Paramount  and  Fenway  Thea- 
tres. It  is  now  ready  for  subsequent  runs  in  this  territory. 

Steve  Broidy 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 


39  CHURCH  STREET 


BOSTON 
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Boston — Bill  Nye,  the  humorist,  was 
giving  a lecture  in  an  old  Boston  thea- 
tre when  a farmer  in  the  balcony 
called  out:  "Speak  louder,  I can't  hear 
youl" 

Nye  replied  quickly:  "Why  don't  you 
pay  more  to  sit  nearer?" 

Back  came  the  Yankee's  retort: 
"'Cause  'taint  worth  it." 
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Connecticut  Independent  Exhibitors  Protest! 


The  trend  of  falling  grosses  at  the  theatres  and  rising  profits  to  distrib- 
utors generally,  as  evidenced  by  a few  among  hundreds  of  headlines: 


"'U'  GROSS  UP  $2,000,000  IN 
LAST  YEAR."  — M.  P.  Daily 

"PARA.  SECOND  QUARTER 
EARNINGS  ARE  UP."— Boxoffice 

"LOEW'S  12  WEEK  NET  ABOVE 
1937."  —M.P.  Herald 


"FILM  BIZ  DOES  NOSE  DIVE; 
1ST  MARCH  SLUMP  IN  5 YRS." 

— Variety 

"B&K  RECEIPTS  FOR  1ST  14 
WEEKS  NEW  YEAR  SHOW 
DROP  OF  41/2  % —Film  Daily 

"DOG-DAYS  AND  SUMMER 
DOLDRUMS  AGAIN  FIND  CIR- 
CUITS WORRYING  OVER 
FLOW  OF  $ FILMS."— Boxoffice 


Connecticut  ludependeut  Exhibitors  Act! 


Whereas  theatre  grosses  have  been  constantly  falling  for  the  past 
year  and  now  dropped  to  an  alarming  degree,  and 

Whereas,  the  prices  of  film  rentals  have  been  constantly  rising  con- 
trary to  the  business  trend,  and 

Whereas,  said  film  distributors  are  forcing  the  sale  of  shorts  and 
newsreels,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  code  they  offer  to  the  trade, 

NOW  THEREFORE,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  we,  the  independent  exhibitors  of  Connecticut,  in 
meeting  assembled  this  27th  day  of  June,  1939,  at  the  Hof-Brau,  New 
Haven,  demand  decreases  in  film  rentals  for  the  ensuing  year,  commen- 
surate with  the  drop  in  grosses,  and  be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  will 
not  be  coerced,  directly  or  indirectly,  into  the  buying  of  shorts  and 
newsreels. 

Irving  C.  Jacocks,  Jr„ 

President.  M.P.T.O. 

Maurice  Shulman, 

President.  ALLIED 
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JJXHIBITORS  gained  a breathing  spell 
in  Bingo  competition  when  action  on  a 
petition  to  legalize  the  playing  in  this  city 
was  deferred  until  the  August  meeting  of 
the  board  of  aldermen.  Joseph  T.  Rourke, 
sponsor,  had  planned  to  ask  unanimous 
consent  for  immediate  consideration  of 
granting  of  local  permit,  but  after  con- 
ference with  the  corporation  counsel  de- 
cided to  check  all  names  on  the  petition 
to  prevent  later  invalidation.  At  the  Aug- 
ust meeting  suspension  of  rules  to  avert 
public  hearing  will  be  sought. 

Whitneyville  firemen  will  petition  the 
board  of  selectmen  . . . In  Bridgeport  the 
sponsors  have  not  yet  obtained  the  3,500 
names  required  on  petitions,  hut  Bingo 
was  expected  to  he  submitted  to  the  com- 
mon council  at  the  August  ineeting  . . . In 
Norwalk  eight  organizations  are  circulat- 
ing petitions  for  signature  . . . Savin  Rock 
cojicessionaires  are  all  set  to  play  Bingo 
— for  organizations  . . . And  exhibitors  just 
boil. 

Annual  Connecticut  MPTO  film  golf 
tournament  is  set  for  August  1 at  Race- 
brook  Country  Club,  and  the  boys  are  get- 
ting in  form  to  cop  the  many  prizes.  From 
the  nine-hole  qualifying  round  at  10  a.  m. 
through  dinner,  entertainment  and  prize 
awards,  in  the  evening,  a good  time  is 
assured  all  comers.  Several  New  York  and 
Boston  guests  are  expected.  Non-golfers 
are  urged  to  come  and  compete  in  spe- 
cial contests. 

The  annual  film  district  outing  at  Rus- 
tic Inn,  Quanapaug  on  August  10  is  an- 
other “must"  date  to  mark  on  your  calen- 
dar. A large  committee  is  working  to  make 
it  the  best  yet.  Homer  Downey,  chairman, 
announces  the  program  cojnmittee  includes 
Jack  Mullen,  Sam  Zipkui,  Ed  Canelli,  Wil- 
liam Nutile,  James  Monihan,  Sidney  Lax. 
and  himself.  The  luncheon  and  dinner 
ccmmittee  bows  to  the  ladies  including 
Katherine  BremiaJi,  Gertrude  Sullivan, 
Betty  Gannon,  Betty  Barger.  Freda  Kogan, 
Edith  Williams.  Katherine  Higgins,  Cir- 
rol  Brunik,  Helen  Platt.  George  Weber  will 
he  sports  director;  entertainment,  H.  C. 
Downey  and  Sidney  Lax;  tickets,  Leon 
Jacobson,  Jack  Mullen.  Henry  Brunik,  H. 
Downey,  Bob  Hoffman,  William  Nutile.  T. 
Terrazano,  Al  Davis,  Sid  Lax  and  Sam 
Zipkin.  The  program  will  he  announced 
later. 

Whether  it  was  "grand  old  man”  or 
“great  guy”  the  guests  used,  the  senti- 
ment about  George  H.  Wilkinson  as  ex- 
pressed at  his  testimonial  luncheon  was 
one  of  admiration  and  respect,  seldom  so 
unanimously  held  . . . Latest  reports  have  it 
that  a loophole  in  the  ordinance  which 
was  invoked  to  stop  Salvatore  Adorno 
building  of  airdrome  in  Middletown,  would 
make  it  possible  for  him  to  open  a 300- 
seat  theatre,  instead  of  1,000,  if  a local 
permit  were  granted.  Adorno  is  working 
on  this  angle  now. 

The  State  Theatre,  Hartford,  which  ran 
all  through  last  summer,  is  now  on  a Sat- 
urday-Sunday  schedule.  For  Saturday  a 
full  hour  of  shorts  is  advertised,  with  toys 
for  children  at  the  matinee  . . . Report 
that  John  Kantaris  would  close  the  Rialto, 


Stamford,  for  July  and  August,  have  riot 
yet  materialized  . . . John  Bourgeois  jr. 
states  the  Country  Theatre,  Stafford,  may 
go  from  five-a-week  to  four-a-week,  two 
changes  beginning  this  week  . . . Griswold 
High  School,  Jewett  City,  remains  open 
two  nights  a week  on  trial  until  the  new 
Quittner-Perakos  house  is  completed. 

Rialto  Theatre,  Windsor  Locks,  is  due 
to  open  about  July  23  after  a complete 
face-lifting  by  Lou  Phillips  of  Modern 
. . . Alhambra  Theatre,  Waterbury,  is  now 
being  picketed  by  operators  while  pickets 
continue  at  the  Capitol  as  well  . . . Nat 
Furst  of  Monogram  paid  another  short 
visit  to  Meadow  Street  from  Boston  . . . 
Mrs.  George  Rabinowitz,  wife  of  the  Re- 
public manager,  is  back  in  the  Elm  City 
after  a visit  in  Boston  . . . Frank  Alford, 
RKO  visiting  auditor,  is  in  for  a look 
around  . . . The  film  men  are  patronizing 
Bridgy  Weber’s  new  eating  place.  Stage 
Door  Grille,  at  College  and  Crown  . . . 
Exchange  employes  union  meets  again 
August  14,  with  Jack  Mullen,  president, 
and  Katherine  Brennan,  business  agent, 
conducting. 

Milton  Stiefel  is  celebrating  his  tenth 
season  at  the  Ivoryton  summer  theatre, 
record  for  Connecticut  strawhats  . . . 
“Golden  Boy,"  “The  Primrose  Path"  and 
other  hits  are  scheduled,  with  Clifton 
Webb,  Libby  Holman,  Madge  Evans,  Glen- 
da Farrell,  Judie  Parish,  Madeline  Grey 
and  Haila  Stoddard  as  guest  stars  . . . 
Elissa.  Landi  a hit  in  “The  Lady  Has  a 
Heart”  at  Stony  Creek  . . . Marie  Wilson, 
film  actress,  will  be  Lorelei  in  “Gentle- 
men Prefer  Blondes”  at  Ridgefield  August 
7 . . . M-G-M  reported  to  have  called  off 
Paidette  Goddard’s  appearance  as  Doro- 


Monkey  Finally  Caged 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — The  staff  at  the 
Loew-Poli  is  tired  but  victorious.  For  one 
week  every  spare  moment  has  been  de- 
voted to  trying  to  capture  a monkey  who 
has  been  making  free  with  every  section 
of  the  theatre.  The  animal,  part  of  a 
lobby  display  for  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son,” 
escaped  from  his  cage  on  the  first  day 
he  was  on  view  and  made  his  way  to  the 
upper  sections  of  the  gallery. 

Tired  of  playing  tag  with  the  boys  over 
and  under  the  seats,  he  found  a safe 
haven  in  the  alcove  around  the  theatre’s 
huge  dome  lights.  Eventually  he  made 
his  way  to  the  high  girders  back  stage 
and  there  resisted  all  efforts  to  cage  him. 
Traps  set  at  night  were  found  the  next 
morning  to  be  minus  the  bananas  used 
for  bait,  but  Mr.  Monkey  was  still  safe 
high  above  the  stage.  Every  night  for  a 
week  after  the  house  closed  the  staff  tried 
every  trick  they  could  think  of,  but  monkey 
refused  to  come  down.  Finally  the  banana 
bait  was  omitted  for  a couple  of  nights 
and  then  several  bananas  were  put  into 
an  open  cage.  When  the  hungry  little 
animal  came  down  and  entered  the  cage, 
Al  Domain  slammed  the  door  and  the 
hunt  was  over.  Mr.  Monkey  joined  his 
companions  in  the  lobby  for  remainder  of 
the  picture’s  run. 


thy  in  the  same  because  of  work  on  the 
coast  . . . Mitzi  Green  is  now  a summer 
resident  at  Ivoryton,  where  she  also  will 
act  . . . The  Avon,  Stamford,  has  “nite- 
owl”  shows  every  Saturday  . . . “Naughty 
But  Nice”  moved  to  the  Regal,  Hartford, 
for  a second  week  . . . “Maisie”  and  “6,000 
Enemies”  were  holdovers  at  the  local  Pal- 
ace, Hartford  and  College  . . . The  Daly, 
Hartford,  is  running  midnight  shows  of 
“Wages  of  Sin”  . . . E.  M.  Loew’s  is  hold- 
ing over  “Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris.” 

Vacationers:  Bob  Russell  of  the  Loew- 
Poli  is  off  for  South  Old,  L.  I.,  on  Peconic 
Bay,  with  plenty  of  fishing  on  the  pro- 
gram . . . Jack  Post  of  the  Fishman  of- 
fice leaves  early  in  August  for  a vacation 
at  Colchester  with  his  family  . . . Al  Book- 
span,  also  of  Fishman’s,  visited  the  World’s 
Fair  in  New  York  . . . Joe  Samartano  of 
the  Palace,  Meriden,  is  spending  his  leave 
with  his  folks  in  New  York,  while  Lou 
Cohen  of  Hartford  subs  at  the  theatre 
. . . Monk  Maloney,  of  the  Poll,  Wor- 
cester, is  getting  in  some  Maine  bathing 
. . . Jack  Fox,  assistant  at  the  Poli, 
Springfield,  is  braving  the  heat  of  Wash- 
ington . . . Katherine  Brennan  of  Republic 
will  be  a landlubber  after  all  and  vaca- 
tion at  Moodus  the  22nd  . . . Emil  Feld- 
berg  of  National  Screen  will  take  in  the 
round  of  activities  at  Lido  Beach  . . . 
J.  F.  McCarthy  of  the  Strand,  Hartford, 
is  off  on  the  15th. 

Along  the  main  stem;  Harry  F.  Shaw 
is  planning  a first  managers’  meeting  late 
in  July  or  early  in  August  for  work  on 
the  “New  movie  season.”  Shaw  has  put 
on  a whirlwind  campaign  to  shake  the 
public  out  of  its  summer  lethargy  every 
August  for  the  past  four  years  noio  . . . 
John  Hesse  vacations  July  29,  latest  on  the 
Warner  managers’  list  . . . Sam  Badamo  of 
the  College  will  interview  Tex  Fletcher  on 
his  regular  Movie  Club  of  the  Air  WELI 
program.  The  western  star  will  make  a 
personal  appearance  at  the  College  with 
“Six  Gun  Rhytlnn”  . . . Air-conditioning 
of  Middlesex  Theatre,  amiounced  early  this 
summer,  has  not  yet  been  contracted  for 
and  may  be  postponed  until  next  year. 


1939  Construction  Pace 
In  Massachusetts  Up 

Boston — All  classes  of  construction  dur- 
ing the  first  four  months  of  1939  in  55 
municipalities  in  the  state  totaled  $15,243,- 
044,  compared  to  $14,312,132  during  the 
same  period  last  year,  according  to  the 
reports  by  respective  building  department 
officials  to  the  state  department  of  labor 
and  industries. 

While  the  total  for  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  increased,  the  aggregate  value 
of  building  permits  in  the  55  mimicipalities 
during  April  was  less  by  $972,439  over  April, 
1938. 


Vehicle  for  Robinson 
Hollywood — “The  Man  of  the  Hour,” 
stage  play  by  George  Bradhurst,  has  been 
purchased  by  Warner  as  a vehicle  for  Ed- 
ward G.  Robinson.  Production  is  slated 
for  late  this  fall. 
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Co.,  is  distributing  “Ecstasy”  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

Helen  Helevitz  of  M-G-M,  left  this  week 
on  vacation  . . . Marie  Folante  of  the  same 
office  has  teen  in  Falmouth  . . . The  ex- 
change’s sojourners  have  included  Jack 
Israelson  and  William  Leavitt. 

Harry  Pearlswig  of  M-G-M  and  Mrs. 
Pearlswig  have  taken  a Roxbury  home  fol- 
lowing their  recent  honeymoon. 

Mark  Jeffrey,  former  independerit  ex- 
change owner,  has  been  handling  fight  film 
sales  for  Harry  Asher.  Jeffrey  also  has  the 
game,  “Tally-ho.” 

Mary  Hildegarde  Healy,  former  Keith’s 
Memorial  publicity  manager  now  with 
M-G-M,  is  planning  a golfing  vacation. 

Arthur  K.  Howard,  Allied  business  man- 
ager, plans  to  be  in  New  York  on  business 
within  the  next  few  days. 

Claire  Singer  of  the  M&P  accounting 
department  has  returned  from  a vacation 
spent  with  relatives  in  New  York. 

Because  of  the  heat,  a local  film  em- 
ploye has  been  spending  this  week’s  vaca- 
tion in  a Dudley  Street  bar  room. 

Morris  Safner,  operator  of  the  Olympia, 
Woonsocket,  reports  results  by  making  the 
ninth  chapter  of  the  12-episode  serial, 
“Fighting  Devil  Dogs,”  free  to  those  who 
attend  the  first  eight  installments.  Safner 
checks  up  by  weekly  punching  an  adver- 
tising card  put  out  by  Hy  Teich  of  the 
Four  Star  Premium  Co. 

Roy  E.  Heffner  of  Bank  Night,  etc.,  re- 
turned last  week  from  an  extended  New 
York  trip  which  followed  salmon  casting 
at  Moosehead  Lake. 

Harry  Snyder,  manager  of  the  New  Eng- 
land division  for  J.  Don  Alexander,  has 
traded  for  a new  Chrysler. 

Dennis  King  opened  the  season  of  the 
North  Shore  Players  in  Marblehead  in  Mol- 
nar’s  “Olympia”  . . . With  the  South  Shore 
Players  at  Cohasset,  Donald  Cook  and 
Edith  Barrett,  along  with  Mary  Morris, 
did  “Home  Chat”  and  “Still  Life.” 

Leonard  Kraska,  house  manager  of  the 
Fine  Arts,  spends  all  spare  daylight  mo- 
ments with  Buick,  rod  and  reel. 

Kenneth  Douglass,  Capitol  Theatre  Sup- 
ply head,  was  bait-casting  at  Wolfboro, 
N.  H.,  prior  to  an  August  sojourn. 

Frank  Sullivan  begins  the  Capitol  The- 
atre Supply  Co.  vacations  with  a trek  out 
of  town,  July  15. 

Libby  Holman  and  Clifton  Webb  revived 
“Burlesque”  at  the  Ogunquit  Playhouse, 
Maine  beach  resort  . . . Kitty  Carlisle  and 
Walter  Hampden  put  on  “A  Successful 
Calamity”  at  the  Cape  Playhouse  in  Den- 
nis. 

Charles  Brent,  roadshow  man,  took 
“Wages  of  Sin”  to  the  Daly  in  Hartford 
for  a return  engagement. 


Seiler's  Ten  Acres  Site 
Of  Boston  Film  Outing 

Boston — This  year’s  film  district  outing, 
an  annual  affair  under  some  sponsorship 
or  other,  will  be  held  at  Seiler’s  Ten  Acrea 
in  Wayland.  The  Theatrical  Post  of 
American  Legion,  the  Cinema  Club,  Mo- 
tion Pictures  Salesmen’s  Club  and  other 
organizations  combined  in  backing  the 
latest  excursion,  have  dated  the  exodus  for 
August  15. 

Major  Patrick  F.  Healey,  State  film  head 
and  commander  of  the  Theatrical  Legion 
Post,  is  chairman  of  the  affair.  William 
Cuddy,  Cinema  Club  president  and  RKO 
booker,  is  secretary.  Treasurer  is  Steve 
Broidy,  Monogram  sales  manager  in  New 
England.  Jack  Granara  of  RKO  and 
Harry  Browning  of  M&P  are  combining 
on  publicity. 

Ten  Acres,  the  site  chosen  for  the  af- 
fair, is  approximately  a 35-minute  drive 
from  Boston.  It  provides  a regulation  big 
league  baseball  diamond,  a swimming  pool 
through  which  90,000  gallons  of  fresh 
water  flow  daily,  bath  houses,  three  clay 
tennis  courts,  and  facilities  for  divers 
other  sports  from  horse  shoe  pitching  to 
golf.  The  day’s  activities  will  conclude 
with  a banquet. 

The  film  organizations,  many  of  which 
are  offering  prizes  to  winning  contestants 
in  sports  events,  include  the  MPTOA,  Al- 
lied, Boston  Friars  Club,  local  labor  unions, 
equipment  houses,  and  exchanges. 


Pact  to  Leo  Gorcey 

Hollywood  — Leo  Gorcey,  one  of  the 
“Dead  End”  kids,  has  been  given  a new 
contract  by  Warner  Bros. 


]y|ANAGER  MATT  SAUNDERS  of  the 
Loew-Poli  may  visit  the  west  coast 
soon. 


Glenda  Farrell  proved  to  be  the  best 
sport  of  any  film  star  who  has  been  in 
these  parts  in  a.  long  time.  She  has  her 
16-year-old  son.  Tommy,  with  her  for  the 
summer. 

Jane  Ross  finally  left  town  to  take  that 
theatre  job  in  St.  Louis. 

The  boys  on  the  Levine  circuit  have 
organized  a softball  team. 

Edgar  Lynch,  manager  of  the  Warner 
for  13  years,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
same  position  at  the  Warner,  Worcester, 
Mass.  He  has  been  succeeded  by  Howard 
W.  Pettengill  of  the  Worcester  Theatre. 
The  change  came  so  suddenly  there  was  no 
time  for  a farewell  party. 

Summer  theatres  are  packing  them  in, 
but  average  film  business  is  just  so-so. 
Loeiv-Poli,  with  Ringling  circus  for  oppo- 
sition, had  them  standing  at  opening  of 
“Tarzan  Finds  a Son.”  The  circus  drew 
17,000  at  night,  largest  here  in  20  years. 

Humphrey  Doulens  is  vacationing  at 
South  Norwalk. 

Jack  Schwartz  has  completed  renova- 
tion of  his  West  End  Theatre  anl  air-con- 
ditioning has  been  installed  in  the  Rivoli. 


THE  showing  of  Sunday  motion  pictures 

in  Portland  after  July  20  met  with  lit- 
tle objection  from  the  public  when  the 
city  council  gave  it  a chance  to  speak 
against  the  procedure  Monday  night,  July 
10.  As  a result,  the  council  passed  the 
order  unanimously.  Theatrical  repre- 
sentatives who  were  present  at  the  public 
hearing  included  Ralph  Snyder,  owner  of 
the  Strand  and  Empire  theatres;  Leo 
Young,  manager  of  the  two  houses;  Leon 
P.  Gorman,  operator  of  the  Cameo  and 
Cape  theatres  and  Harry  Botwick,  man- 
ager of  the  State  Theatre,  who  made  a 
special  trip  from  New  Haven,  where  he 
was  vacationing,  to  “listen  in.”  The  Port- 
land Motion  Picture  Council  and  religious 
organizations  also  were  well  represented. 

Just  as  though  extremely  hot  weather, 
circuses,  horse  racing,  dance  pavilions, 
and  the  usual  array  of  summer  attractions 
were  not  enough  competition  for  the  poor 
exhibitor,  along  comes  another  to  take  his 
potential  dollar:  Game-cock  fightmg.  Nine 
men  were  arrested  and  40  game-cocks, 
some  said  to  be  worth  $200  each,  were 
seized  in  a raid  by  the  sheriff’s  depart- 
ment on  an  alleged  cock  pit  on  a North 
Windham  farm,  Sunday  afternoon,  July  9. 
Substantial  bets  were  said  to  be  placed  on 
the  outcome  of  the  fight.  The  men  were 
released  on  $500  bail  each  after  they  had 
been  brought  to  the  county  jail  here. 

In  and  out  of  town:  John  Loftus  of 
Standard  Theatre  Supply,  Boston;  Wil- 
liam (Billy  to  his  friends)  Romanoff,  State 
Theatre  chief-of-service,  vacationing  at 
New  Haven;  Esther  Jordan,  State  cashier, 
acquiring  a tan  at  Peaks  Island  while 
Eleanor  Morahan  subs  for  her  at  the 
boxoffice;  Barbara  Casey,  A.  J.  Moreau’s 
efficient  secretary,  while  weekending  at 
Hartford,  took  a flying  trip  to  World’s 
Fair  for  a day;  Francis  O’Neil,  assistant 
manager  at  the  Maine  Theatre,  is  back 
from  his  vacation;  George  and  Mrs.  Sar- 
gent of  the  Belmont,  Rutland,  formerly 
of  the  State,  stopped  briefly  in  Portland. 

Film  competition:  Guy  Lombardo  and 
his  Royal  Canadians  featured  Old  Orchard 
Beach  Pier  entertainment;  and  the  Ring- 
ling  Bros.-Barnum  & Bailey  Circus. 


The  Roadshow  Film 
That  Has  Never  Play- 
ed to  Poor  Business 


Exclusive  N.  E.  Distributor 


NOW  BOOKING 

BAY  STATE  FILM  CO. 

EDWARD  KLEINE 

31  Melrose  St.  BOSTON 
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QLD  MAN  HUMIDITY  seems  to  have 
moved  into  Rhode  Island  planning  to 
stay  for  the  summer.  Result:  All  theatre 
grosses  way  off  with  only  air-conditioned 
houses  able  to  stand  the  gaff.  Majestic 
still  well-drilling  in  preparation  for  put- 
ting in  a cooling  system  but  even  without 
it,  last  week,  with  “Kid  From  Kokomo,”  it 
hit  the  city’s  high  for  business  . . . Asso- 
ciated Theatres  rushing  installation  of 
new  system  at  its  third-run  Bijou,  with 
completion  scheduled  for  July  15. 

Sta7izler  interests  reopened  their  Ca- 
sino at  Narragansett  Pier,  June  28,  and 
have  been  doing  good  business  according 
to  reports. 

It’s  vacation  time  here  as  elsewhere. 
Loew’s  State  saw  Assistant  Manager 
Vaughn  O’Neill  back  this  week  after  a 
seven-day  layoff  spent  in  “unrevealed  re- 
treats.” Leslie  Jeffries,  student  assistant, 
left  Monday  for  a week,  as  did  also  Vir- 
ginia Shaw,  cashier  at  that  house,  who 
headed  for  New  England  mountain  re- 
gions. Louis  Watt,  house  superintendent, 
also  departed  Monday  for  week.  Manager 
Edward  H.  McBride  leaves  Saturday  for  a 
fortnight,  most  of  which  he’ll  spend  in 
his  home  at  Hanaford  Bay,  Ontario,  with 
a few  days  visit  in  N’Yawk  before  return- 
ing to  the  grind  here. 

Where  some  theatre  managers  might 
take  an  offensive  stand  against  dog  track 
competition,  Eddie  Reed  of  Strand  has 
taken  a different  tack.  Reed  is  playing 
“There  Goes  Rusty,”  Republic  short,  next 
week  and  has  worked  a tieup  with  the 
Taunton  dog  track  whereby  Strand’s 
booking  of  the  film  is  getting  ad  space  in 
track’s  nightly  program.  Reed  is  also  run- 
7iing  07ie-i7ich  ads  i7i  sport  pages  of  dailies 
readmg:  “There  Goes  Rusty”  to  the 
STRAND — Watch  for  It.”  Teaser  ads  are 
rousing  considerable  interest  among  dog 
race  faris. 

Eddie  Healey’s,  popular  eating  place  with 
film  folk  when  in  Providence,  is  up  for 
sale;  Healey’s  widow  having  decided  not 
to  continue  operation  of  the  place.  Healey 
died  in  the  recent  apartment  house  fire  in 
Cranston. 

Jimmie  Van  Heuse7i,  composer  of  “Deep 
in  Dreams”  and  other  hit  tu7ies  dropped  in 
to  say  hello  to  Eddie  McBride  at  Loew’s 
last  week  en  route  to  see  Nan  Wynn, 
femme  soloist  with  Hal  Kernp’s  band  at 
the  Ritz-Carlton,  Bostori.  So  Eddie  called 
in  the  press  boys  to  get  pictures  of  Van 
Heuse7i  and  Maurice,  house  orga7iist,  be- 
fore Jimmie’s  train  pulled  out. 

M&P’s  Community,  North  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  has  signed  for  new  sound  installa- 
tion. 

Ringling-Barnum  & Bailey  show  did 
near  capacity  here  July  3,  rnatmee  arid 
evening,  but  didn’t  offer  nearly  as  much 
opposition  to  local  theatres  as  did  recent 
Shrine  Circus  staged  at  Narragansett  Race 
Track. 

Newport’s  Casino  Theatre  i legit)  gets 
opened  for  a five-week  season  July  25  with 
Gladys  Cooper  and  Philip  Merivale  starred 
in  “Spring  Meeting;”  making  three  straw- 
hat  theatres  operating  hereabouts. 


Product  Hopes  for 
Spot  Discouraged 

(Continued  from  page  64) 

gets  the  exact  situation.’  He  said,  T am 
eoing  to  be  on  the  level  with  you  fellows. 
I am  not  going  to  toss  you  around.  I will 
tell  you  straight  from  the  shoulder  that 
you  won’t  get  pictures  for  the  Metropoli- 
tan Theatre’.” 

"Little  Encouragement" 

In  cross  examination,  McClennen  asked 
the  theatreman:  “Up  to  August  10  (1935), 
in  the  practical  sense  you  had  had  virtu- 
ally no  encouragement  for  the  idea  you 
could  supply  that  theatre  with  major  pic- 
tures?” 

“Not  very  much,”  Walsh  said.  “No,  sir.” 

“Well,  practically  none?” 

“The  only  encouragement  we  had,” 
Walsh  said,  “was  that  they  told  us  they 
would  take  it  up  with  New  York.” 

“That  is  some  of  them?” 

“Yes,  that  is  right.” 

“So  that  the  prospect  looked  gloomy?” 

“It  did,”  Walsh  nodded. 

McClennen  asked  the  theatreman  to 
read  “the  whole  of  your  notes  of  your  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Spry  on  July  31.” 

“‘Mr.  Spry  (former  Warner-First  Na- 
tional Boston  branch  manager)  conferred 
with  us  and  upon  learning  the  nature  of 
our  business  entered  upon  a long  lecture, 
telling  us  that  he  was  surprised  that  a 
couple  of  show  men  with  all  the  years  of 
experience  which  we  had  behind  us  could 
take  over  a theatre  like  the  Metropolitan 
without  first  finding  out  whether  or  not 
we  could  buy  film  for  it’,”  Walsh  read. 

“ ‘We  told  him  if  we  had  intended  to  buy 
his  prior  runs,  we  would  have  most  cer- 
tainly negotiated  for  the  film  before  mak- 
ing the  deal  to  lease  the  theatre.  But,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  wanted  last  run 
in  the  city,  after  all  other  theatres  were 
through  running  the  pictures,  we  did  not 
think  that  it  was  necessary,  as  in  all  of 
our  experience,  we  had  never  found  an 
occasion  where  a theatre  could  not  buy 
any  film  at  all.’ 

“‘He  (Spry)  then  told  us  that  in  his 
opinion  we  would  not  be  able  to  contract 
for  the  product  of  any  major  company, 
that  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  never 
should  have  been  built,  that  it  was  a de- 
structive influence  to  the  other  theatres 
of  the  city,  and  that  his  companies  were 
doing  business  with  Mr.  Fay  on  the  first 
runs,  had  been  doing  so  for  years,  and  they 
were  not  going  to  be  a party  to  the  open- 
ing up  of  the  Metropolitan. 

“ ‘We  then  asked  him  if  it  was  not  a 
fact  that  his  companies  were  selling  prod- 
uct to  other  theatres  in  Providence,  and 
he  admitted  that  they  were.  We  then 
asked  if  other  theatres  in  competition  with 
Mr.  Fay  could  buy  his  pictures,  why  was 
discrimination  being  shown  against  the 
Metropolitan. 

“ ‘He  again  said  the  theatre  never  should 
have  been  built  and,  if  reopened,  would 
ruin  the  theatre  business  in  Providence. 
When  pressed  for  a ‘yes’  or  ‘no’  answer  as 
to  whether  or  not  he  did  contract  for  film 
in  the  theatre,  he  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  at  that  time  but  advised  us 
to  talk  to  the  managers  of  the  other  com- 


iVEW  HAMPSHIRE 


pETER  M.  GAGNE,  operator  of  the 

Somersworth  Theatre,  and  his  son,  Ru- 
dolphe,  were  among  the  guests  at  Maple- 
wood when  New  Hampshire  postmasters  re- 
cently greeted  Postmaster  James  A.  Far- 
ley . . . The  Keene  Country  Club  played 
host  to  Freeman  Hammon,  director  of  the 
Keene  Summer  Theatre,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  management  and  cast,  at  a 
dinner. 

Ernest  L.  Converse,  Concord  reformer, 
called  prizefights  “brutal  spectacles,”  in  a 
letter  to  the  Manchester  Union,  and  be- 
lieves they  “should  not  be  fed  up  to  movie 
audience,  children  and  others.”  He  urged 
the  people  to  write  to  New  Hampshire’s 
Congressional  delegation  in  Washington, 
asking  the  solons  to  oppose  a Senate-passed 
measure  repealing  a ban  on  interstate 
transportation  of  prizefight  films. 

An  attraction  for  children  at  the  Strand 
in  Manchester  was  a Saturday  matinee 
“Pay  Day,”  with  cash  awards  ranging  from 
a penny  to  a quarter  ...  As  in  past  years, 
one  of  the  prominent  members  of  The 
Barnstormers,  summer  stock  company  in 
Tamworth  and  surrounding  towns,  is  Fran- 
cis Cleveland,  son  of  the  late  President 
Grover  Cleveland. 

A matinee  audie7ice  sat  absorbed  in  a 
theatre  while  firemen  searched  backstage 
and  in  the  baseme7it  at  the  Colonial  in 
Nashua,  after  the  sprinkler  system  let  loose. 
There  was  no  fire  . . . William  Hubert, 
lyric  baritone  in  the  film,  “College  Capers,” 
is  serving  as  general  director  of  enter- 
tainment at  the  Balsams,  swanky  hotel  in 
the  White  Mountains. 


Gene  Autry  Story 

Hollywood  — Republic  has  purchased 
the  Harry  Hoyt  story,  “Roundup  Time  in 
Reno,”  to  be  made  into  a Gene  Autry 
western. 


panies,  saying  that  he  did  not  want  to 
be  the  hero  in  this  matter,  but  would 
prefer  to  have  one  of  the  other  companies 
be  the  first  to  sell  us’.” 

“This  was  a statement  made  by  a man 
that  you  believed  to  be  a responsible  man?” 
asked  Distributors’  Attorney  McClennen. 

“As  far  as  I knew,”  said  Walsh. 

“And  would  that  leave  in  your  mind  the 
belief  that  you  were  going  to  be  able  to 
get  film  for  that  theatre?” 

“It  left  in  my  mind  . . .” 

“No,”  McClennen  interrupted.  “Just 
that!” 

“I  can’t  answer  that  ‘yes’  or  ‘no’.” 

“That  is,  you  can’t  say  whether  that 
left  in  your  mind  the  idea  that  you  were 
probably  going  to  be  able  to  get  film  for 
that  theatre?” 

“It  left  an  idea  in  my  mind  . . .” 

“No,”  McClennen  interrupted  again. 
“Just  that!” 

“I  don’t  know  as  I can  answer  that  ‘yes’ 
or  ‘no’.” 

“You  don’t  want  to  answer  it  ‘yes’  or 
‘no’?” 

“It  isn’t  that,”  Joseph  Walsh  said.  “I 
don’t  think  I can.” 

“Perhaps  that  leaves  it  all  right,”  said 
Edward  F.  McClennen. 
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Allanta  Variety  Club 
Gathers  Momentum 

Atlanta  — This  city’s  newly-organized 
Variety  Club  is  progressing  at  a rapid  rate, 
with  headquarters  on  the  third  floor  of 
the  Henry  Grady  Hotel.  The  club  head- 
quarters will  open  July  15  and  a formal 
opening  will  be  held  later.  William  K. 
Jenkins  of  Lucas  & Jenkins,  is  chief 
barker. 

The  following  is  a partial  list  of  Atlanta 
members : 

Dave  Alterman,  I.  M.  Alterman,  W.  O. 
Anderson,  R.  M.  Avey,  G.  T.  Bailey,  H.  G. 
Ballance,  M.  J.  Barance,  Harry  Barfield, 
R J.  Barnes,  J.  H.  Black,  C.  M.  Bolen,  W. 
G.  Bradley,  T.  A.  Branon,  J.  B.  Brecheen, 
A.  C.  Bromberg,  J.  C.  Brown,  R.  R.  Bryan, 
W.  I.  Bryan,  L.  B.  Butler;  Karl  Chalman, 
W.  J.  Collins,  A.  C.  Cowles,  Eugene  Cox, 
T.  C.  Cox,  Riley  Davis,  T.  L.  Davis,  Willis 
J.  Davis,  Fred  R.  Dodson,  J.  B.  Dumestre 
jr.,  Randolph  Elliott,  John  T.  Ezell,  John 
T.  Ezell  jr.,  R.  H.  Fairchild,  Simon  Falis, 
W.  A.  Finney,  Andrew  Fiore,  J.  E.  Fitz- 
gerald, Carl  Floyd,  R.  H.  Ford,  E.  B.  Fos- 
ter, Alpha  Fowler,  E.  H.  Geissler,  Harry 
Graham,  O.  G.  Gryder,  W.  C.  Hames,  John 
W.  Harrell,  J.  H.  Harrison,  Earl  M.  Hol- 
den, W.  L.  Hudson,  Wm.  K.  Jenkins,  M. 
McRay  Jett,  George  M.  Jones,  C.  T.  Jor- 
dan, Charlie  Karr,  Wm.  M.  Kemp,  R.  M. 
Kennedy,  C.  E.  Kessnich,  Paul  A.  King, 
J.  F.  Kirby,  J.  S.  Laird,  W.  K.  Laird,  Ray 
C.  Lang,  H.  P.  Laseter,  Chas.  P.  Lester,  Ar- 
thur Lucas,  H.  M.  Lyons,  R.  G.  McClure, 
R.  L.  McCoy,  C.  H.  McGuire,  Earl  Mann, 
Frank  V.  Merritt,  Thos.  T.  Miller  jr., 
Maurice  Mitchell,  Henry  B.  Moog,  Sam  M. 
Moscow,  Collett  H.  Munger,  J.  Pries,  Dave 
Prince,  W.  P.  Raoul,  T.  H.  Read,  Sid 
Reams,  George  Ripley,  Francis  H.  Ran- 
dolph, J.  W.  Setze  jr.,  H.  T.  Spears,  Her- 
man Steinichen,  R.  B.  Strickland,  George 
L.  Walker,  W.  D.  Wall,  B.  A.  Wallace, 
Burton  C.  Weil,  Nash  Weil,  E.  E.  Whitaker, 
George  Wilby,  R.  B.  Wilby,  H.  F.  Wilkes, 
Paul  S.  Wilton,  Sam  L.  Wilson. 


Drive-In  Theatre  Opens 
In  Birmingham.  Ala. 

Birmingham,  Ala. — Birmingham’s  newest 
form  of  amusement  began  when  the  Auto- 
Movies  Amusement  Co.  had  its  first  show- 
ing of  outdoor  film  on  the  Birmingham- 
Bessemer  super-highway. 

Motorists  drive  their  cars  into  the  the- 
atre, where  attendants  guide  patrons,  still 
seated  in  their  machines,  to  individual 
parking  stalls.  A huge  screen  makes  visi- 
bility excellent,  according  to  Lewis  W. 
Worthington,  Bessemer  business  man,  who 
Is  head  of  the  company. 

Loud  speakers  are  placed  in  each  auto- 
mobile, enabling  patrons  to  hear  the  act- 
ors’ voices  distinctly. 

The  theatre  area  will  accommodate  from 
75  to  100  cars. 

“These  shows  are  ideal  for  the  invalid, 
semi-invalid  and  everyone  else  who  wishes 
entertainment  without  having  to  leave  the 
car,”  Mr.  Worthington  said. 


Premium  Firm  Opens 
A Link  in  Capital 

Washington — Headquarters  have  been 
established  here  for  Paramount  Premium 
Co.  at  210  H St.,  N.  W.,  with  Ike  Katz 
as  general  sales  manager.  The  firm  is  set 
up  for  national  distribution  of  boxoffice 
stimulators.  Plans  include  establishment 
of  branch  offices  throughout  the  country. 


M.  S.  KATZ  ike  KATZ 

Associated  with  Katz  is  his  father,  M.  S., 
and  brothers,  David  and  Harry.  The  men 
have  been  engaged  for  a number  of  years 
in  exhibition,  and  recently  were  in  the 
theatre  premium  business  in  the  south. 

Included  in  the  lines  are  chinaware 
potteries,  glassware,  silverware,  dresser- 
ware,  cutlery  and  special  “kid”  premiums. 


Interstate  Will  Start  on 
Tyler  House  Sept.  1 

Dallas — Interstate  circuit  has  made  its 
first  definite  announcement  concerning  its 
proposed  new  theatre  in  Tyler,  Tex.  Texas 
Consolidated  Theatres,  an  affiliate  com- 
pany, will  build  a new  $150,000  theatre  in 
Tyler  with  construction  to  start  Septem- 
ber 1 and  with  completion  expected  by 
November  15,  the  announcement  said. 

The  location  is  the  west  side  of  Broad- 
way near  Irwin,  on  the  square.  Capacity 
is  1,100  lower  floor  and  balcony.  The 
house  is  as  yet  unnamed.  It  wiil  have  a 
number  of  extra  width  seats,  all  being  in 
staggered  placement.  The  circuit  now 
operates  the  Arcadia,  Liberty,  Queen  and 
Majestic,  with  the  first  two  houses  show- 
ing first  runs,  and  one  of  which  will  be 
replaced  by  the  new  theatre. 


Hall  Industries  Starting 
Construction  in  Alice 

Alice,  Tex. — Hall  Industries,  with  head- 
quarters at  Beeville,  announces  construc- 
tion will  start  July  17  on  a new  900-seat 
theatre  on  the  site  of  the  present  Rex. 
Only  two  side  walls  of  the  Rex  will  be 
used  and  the  new  building  will  be  extend- 
ed 50  feet. 

The  new  theatre  has  contracts  for  sev- 
eral years  with  20th-Pox,  M-G-M,  Para- 
mount, RKO,  Warner,  Universal,  United 
Artists,  Columbia  and  Republic. 

A.  L.  Clary  recently  announced  he  would 
build  a new  theatre  here. 


New  Seats  in  Bruceton 

BrtjcetoN,  Tenn. — G.  H.  Goff  is  install- 
ing new  General  seats  in  his  theatre  here, 
furnished  by  Monarch  Theatre  Supply, 
Memphis. 


Oklahoma  Straining 
At  Allied  Leash 

Oklahoma  City — Some  trouble  within 
the  ranks  of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of 
Oklahoma,  Inc.,  is  being  looked  for  in  cer- 
tain quarters  as  some  members  have  ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction  with  the  affiliation 
with  national  Allied. 

At  the  start  of  organization  plans,  it 
was  known  that  many  of  the  organizers 
of  the  association  wanted  an  entirety  in- 
dependent organization,  affiliated  with  no 
national  body.  However  after  a “sales 
talk”  from  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  those  attend- 
ing the  original  meeting  voted  to  affiliate 
with  Allied. 

Greatest  dissatisfaction  has  resulted 
from  action  or,  as  some  put  it,  “lack  of 
action,”  by  Allied  at  its  Minneapolis  con- 
vention. 

Before  Minneapolis,  a meeting  of  the 
new  Oklahoma  group  had  been  set  for  this 
week  at  which  members  were  to  hear  re- 
ports from  delegates  to  the  convention. 
However,  no  delegates  from  the  Oklahoma 
group  went  to  Minneapolis. 

Certain  Oklahoma  organization  members 
say  they  had  expected  more  action  at  the 
national  meet  and  were  particularly  re- 
buffed when  nothing  was  done  about  a 
buying  pool,  and  “so  little  action  was 
taken  from  the  actual  floor  of  the  con- 
vention.” 

Texas  Allied  Directors 
Approve  Code  Stand 

Dallas — Fourteen  out  of  20  of  the  Texas 
Allied  directors  met  Tuesday  at  Hotel 
Adolphus  mainly  to  discuss  Allied’s  stand 
on  the  code.  They  unanimously  approv- 
ed and  endorsed  Allied’s  national  stand 
on  the  code  and  recommended  that  the 
independent  exhibitors  do  not  sign  it. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  president,  out- 
lined what  was  done  at  the  Minneapolis 
convention.  Other  details  were  discussed 
by  A.  W.  Lilly  and  L.  M.  Threet  who  also 
attended  the  Minneapolis  affair.  Trans- 
cribed records  of  various  talks  made  at 
the  national  convention  were  heard  by  the 
Texas  directors.  Sale  of  the  Allied  Poster 
Exchange  to  the  Texas  Poster  Exchange 
was  also  endorsed  at  the  meeting. 

Present  were  Cole,  Rubin  Frels,  of  Vic- 
toria; L.  M.  Threet,  Lufkin;  R.  N.  Smith, 
Mission;  A.  W.  Lilly,  Greenville;  Lonnie 
Legg,  Denison;  Homer  Mulkey,  Clarendon; 
T.  W.  Lewis,  Texarkana;  Will  Dorbandt, 
Athens;  C.  M.  Cooper,  Mart;  Henry 
Sparks,  Cooper;  Mrs.  T.  Donnell,  Stephen- 
ville;  P.  V.  Williams,  Munday,  and  P.  V. 
Williams,  Lubbock. 

Roy  Howell,  of  Coleman  was  out  of  the 
state  on  vacation.  Mrs.  McSpadden,  of 
Electra  and  W.  J.  Chesher,  of  Littlefield, 
had  just  been  in  Dallas  a few  days  before 
and  could  not  return  on  the  short  three 
or  four  days’  notice.  Others  missing  were 
Otto  Schmidt,  of  Mason;  L.  C.  Tidball, 
Ft.  Worth  and  Ray  Jennings,  Hondo. 


New  Manager  at  Kerens 
Kerens,  Tex. — Carter  Puckett,  formerly 
with  the  Arcadia  in  Tyler,  is  now  man- 
ager of  the  Novarro  in  Kerens. 
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Vidalia,  La.,  House 


Is  Run  by  Women 


Vidalia,  La. — To  this  small  community, 
which  mushroomed  into  life  as  construc- 
tion of  the  bridge  across  the  Mississippi 
river  to  Natchez  began,  has  come  some- 
thing unusual  in  theatre  business — a house 
operated  by  a woman  from  boxoffice  to 
projection  booth. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  house  reputedly 
has  the  only  projection  booth  in  Louisiana 
operated  by  a woman — Maud  Leigh,  who 
came  to  the  enterprise  from  a tent  show. 
Mrs.  Leigh  and  her  husband,  J.  L.  Leigh, 
had  been  operating  a tent  show  around 
the  country.  Leigh  took  charge  of  the  ad- 
vertising, ticket  sales  and  management; 
Mrs.  Leigh,  the  projection,  at  which  she 
is  said  to  be  an  expert.  Tlie  story  of  how 


pLOYD  SCHAFFER  of  the  American 

Desk  Mfg.  Co.,  is  spending  a few  days 
with  his  family  in  Dallas  prior  to  going 
on  to  his  home  office,  which  is  located  in 
Temple,  Tex.  . . . Mrs.  W.  S.  Thornton, 
who  operates  the  Pastime  Theatre  at  Car- 
bon Hill,  advises  that  the  New  Winfield 
Theatre  at  Winfield,  Ala.,  was  opened  on 
July  9. 

Charles  F.  Bonner,  who  operates  the 
Community  Theatre  at  Pine  Bluff,  is  back 
at  home  after  several  weeks  spent  at  the 
Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester,  Minn.  The 
latest  report  is  that  he  is  successfully 
recovering  and  will  soon  be  able  to  re- 
sume his  duties.  During  his  absence  his 
father  has  been  running  the  theatre. 

G.  H.  Goff,  who  is  operating  the  Rustic 
Theatre  at  Parsons,  Tenn.,  is  busy  build- 


she  moved  from  a tent  to  a theatre  is 
one  for  the  book.  In  fact,  it  involves  about 
the  only  male  angle  in  the  new  Vidalia 
house. 

When  E.  L.  Morel,  who  operates  a the- 
atre across  the  Mississippi  in  Natchez, 
saw  the  boom  going  on  in  Vidalia,  he 
decided  to  build  a house  there.  Leigh  was 
running  his  tent  and,  being  a canny  show- 
man, saw  exactly  what  would  happen  to 
his  business  if  he  had  to  run  a tent 
against  a theatre.  So  he  approached  Morel 
and  persuaded  the  latter  to  buy  his  sound 
equipment.  Mrs.  Leigh  reputedly  took  the 
sound,  installed  it  in  the  theatre  and  set 
herself  up  as  the  projectionist.  Film  sales- 
men traveling  the  territory  say  she  knows 
sound  thoroughly  and  can  take  the  ma- 
chines apart  and  put  them  together  in 
record  time. 

Probably  Morel  was  impressed  by  this 
example  of  feminine  efficiency,  for  his 
ticket  seller,  doorman,  usher  and  managers 
are  all  women. 


More  Visitors  at  Burbank — 

Above,  Sidney  Miller  of  the  Palace  Theatre  at  Corsicana,  Tex.,  chats  with 
Humphrey  Bogart,  who  is  made  up  for  his  role  in  Warner’s  “The  Return  of 
Dr.  X.”  Below,  M.  A.  Lightman  (second  from  right),  head  of  the  Malco 
circuit  with  headquarters  in  Memphis,  and  Everett  Cook,  Memphis  cotton 
broker,  engage  in  a bit  of  clowning  ivith  Humphrey  Bogart,  left,  and  Wayne 
Morris,  right,  on  the  Warner  lot. 


ing  a 500-seat  theatre  in  Bruceton,  Tenn., 
which  he  will  have  ready  for  operation 
by  September  1.  No  name  has  been  de- 
cided yet  for  this  new  house. 

Cliff  Wallace  of  the  Ross  Federal  Ser- 
vice, and  who  is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  out-of-town  ticket  sale  for 
the  Memphis  Open  Air  Theatre,  entertain- 
ed the  editors  of  the  leading  newspapers 
in  the  tri-states  within  100  miles  of  Mem- 
phis, together  with  their  wives,  with  a 
buffet  supper  at  the  Variety  Club  on  Fri- 
day night,  July  7.  After  the  supper,  spe- 
cial busses  took  them  to  the  Overton  Park 
Shell,  where  they  saw  the  opening  per- 
formance of  “The  New  Moon.”  Approxi- 
mately 70  guests  were  present,  and  52  towns 
were  represented  . . . L.  H.  Andrews,  office 
manager  for  Malco  Theatres,  was  called 
to  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  the  past  week  due 
to  the  death  of  his  wife’s  father. 

Very  few  exhibitors  were  seen  along  the 
Row  this  past  week  due  to  so  many  of 
them  on  vacation.  Raymond  Goodman 
and  his  wife  of  Starkville,  Miss.,  are 
spending  three  weeks  in  Woodmark,  Conn., 
and  New  York  City;  H.  H.  Alexander  and 
wife  of  the  Crescent  at  Belzoni,  Miss.,  are 
relaxing  in  Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Pattie  of  the  Temple  and  Rex  theatres  in 
Leland,  Miss.,  are  spending  the  summer 
in  Cheboygan,  Mich.,  and  will  not  return 
until  around  September  1.  The  Patties  for 
the  past  several  years  have  spent  their 
summers  in  Cheboygan,  and  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Thomas  manages  the  theatres  during  their 
absence  . . . The  following  exhibitors  visit- 
ed Filmrow;  Charles  Canfield  of  Mc- 
Crory;  P.  E.  Morris,  Indianola;  J.  C.  Alex- 
ander, North  Carrollton  and  Ethel,  Miss.; 
Max  Davitts,  Dixie,  Winona;  Bernard  Ha- 
berfeld.  Amory;  Jack  Watson,  Tunica. 

Miss  Aline  Lobdell,  who  has  for  a num- 
ber of  years  operated  the  Talisman  The- 
atre at  Rosedale,  Miss.,  was  in  this  week 
and  advised  that  negotiations  had  been 
completed  whereby  she  had  purchased  the 
Rosedale  Theatre  in  Rosedale  from  Clyde 
Westbrook.  This  transfer  became  effective 
July  3,  and  she  spent  two  busy  days  in 
Memphis  arranging  her  bookings.  It  was 
formerly  announced  that  this  theatre  had 
been  taken  over  by  Tony  Sudekum  of  Nash- 
ville. However,  these  negotiations  did  not 
materialize  and  Miss  Lobdell  is  the  sole 
owner  of  the  theatres  in  Rosedale. 

In  the  July  1 issue  of  Boxoffice  a mis- 
statement was  made  that  Bernard  Haber- 
feld  and  Nathan  Flexer  would  open  a new 
theatre  in  Winona,  Miss.  This  should  have 
read  Dave  Flexer,  as  Nathan  is  not  in 
any  way  connected  with  the  opening  of 
this  theatre.  Nathan  operates  the  theatre 
in  Waverly,  Tenn.,  whereas  Dave  has  the 
four  Mississippi  towns,  namely.  New  Al- 
bany, Sardis,  Amory  and  Winona.  Our 
apologies,  gentlemen! 

B.  W.  Hirsh,  advertising  manager  for 
the  Malco  Circuit,  is  vacationing  in  New 
York  City.  Pop  Stockard,  Warner  check- 
ing supervisor,  is  vacationing  at  Muscle 
Shoals,  Ala.  Jack  Marshall,  city  manager 
for  Dyersburg , was  in  the  past  week  catch- 
ing up  his  bookings  after  an  extended 
vacation. 
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pHIL  SLIMAN  of  Atlanta  Pictures  week- 
ended in  New  Iberia  enjoying  a cele- 
bration at  his  home  town"” . . . Theatre  own- 
ers applaud  the  action  of  the  WPA  state 
administrator  in  cutting  down  the  hours 
of  the  WPA  workers  at  the  previous  sal- 
aries. This  gives  the  workers  additional 
time  to  attend  the  theatres. 

E.  A.  McKenna,  an  executive  of  the  Ross 
Federal  Research  Corp.,  was  married  to 
Miss  Dorris  Williams,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Williams  of  New  Orleans 
. . . The  State  (Rodney  Toups,  manager) 
shares  honor  with  New  York  on  the  world 
premiere  of  “On  Borrowed  Time.’’ 

July  Fourth  did  not  detract  so  very  much 
from  the  theatres  in  the  metropolitan 
area  nor  from  the  neighborhoods.  While 
turnaway  business  was  not  apparent,  still 
no  red  ink  was  used  on  the  various  ledgers 
reports  show  ...  As  a general  rule  local 
exhibitors  are  indifferent  to  television, 
which  subject  is  agitating  exhibitors  in 
other  sections  of  the  country. 

Arthur  C.  Bromberg,  Republic  of  the 
Southeast  president,  went  a-fishing  with 
two  of  this  stalwarts,  Leo  Seichsnaydre, 
New  Orleans  branch  manager,  and  Sales- 
man George  Nungesser.  To  the  party  was 
added  Exhibitor  E.  Ortte,  who  used  to  work 
for  Republic  and  who  knows  a thing  or 
two  about  fish.  It  seems  Mr.  Bromberg 
caught  a catfish. 


m ll[  A MI  M 

RAKING  of  the  first  deposition  from  a 
representative  of  the  defendants  in  the 
monopoly  suit  being  brought  here  on  behalf 
of  the  Cameo  and  Surf  theatres  against 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc.,  Wometco 
Theatres,  Inc.,  and  the  eight  major  dis- 
tributors was  scheduled  for  Saturday,  July 
15.  The  deposition  will  be  that  of  W.  R. 
Lynch,  general  manager  of  Paramount  En- 
terprises. No  date  for  the  formal  court 
of  the  case  has  been  assigned.  Because  of 
the  technical  nature  of  the  issues  involved, 
attorneys  have  agreed  to  waive  a jury  trial 
and  plead  their  respective  cases  before 
Judge  John  W.  Hollard. 

The  wording  suggested  by  Jack  Fink, 
manager  of  the  Capitol  Theare,  is  being 
used  on  a new  trailer  being  made  for  the 
local  Wometco  houses,  urging  patrons  to 
time  their  attendance  so  as  to  see  the 
features  from  the  beginning. 

Theatre  managers  are  happy  over  the 
repeal  of  the  long-standing  Miami  city 
ordinance,  forbidding  the  showing  of  fight 
films  between  whites  and  Negroes.  For 
a while  it  looked  as  though  Miami  Beach 
houses,  where  no  such  municipal  ruling 
exists,  would  be  the  only  ones  in  the  dis- 
trict which  would  be  permitted  to  show 
the  Louis-Galento  films.  Repeal  action  was 
voted  at  last  Tuesday’s  commission  meet- 
ing. 

All  Miami  theatres  are  benefiting  from 
the  cash  refunds  being  received  by  all 
electric  power  users  in  the  city.  It  really 
means  something  to  have  $3,500,000  re- 
( Continued  on  page  73) 


Fear  for  Cotton 

Shreveport,  La. — Fear  that  continued 
rains  may  damage  the  cotton  crop  in 
northern  Louisiana  and  cut  down  theatre 
grosses  is  expressed  here  in  informed  cir- 
cles. A goodly  section  of  northern  Louisi- 
ana is  dependent  upon  cotton  for  its  in- 
come. 


Constructing  New  Theatre 

Brackettville,  Tex. — Construction  work 
has  been  started  on  a new  theatre  build- 
mg  here.  The  structure  will  be  of  concrete 
and  hollow  tile,  modern  design  and  fire- 
proof throughout. 


Alexander  Film  Oliices 
In  Dallas  Are  Moved 


Dallas — Office  of  the  Alexander  Film 
Co.  has  been  moved  to  the  fourth  floor. 
Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  308  S.  Harwood.  The 
new  quarters  will  also  house  a separate 
business,  the  Alexander  Preview  Co.,  which 
will  start  trailer  distribution  July  15. 

J.  A.  Mclnaney  is  district  manager  of 
both  companies.  He  said  the  Preview  com- 
pany will  serve  six  states  out  of  the  Dal- 
las office,  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  southern  New 
Mexico.  Personnel  of  the  office  will  be 
increased,  he  said. 


THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  INC. 

226  SOUTH  LIBERTY  STREET,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA 

Complete  equipment  for  the  modern  theatre 


DISTRIBUTORS  FOR  ALL  FOREST 
PRODUCTS  IN  THE 
NEW  ORLEANS  TERRITORY 


Jhsist  OH  fowst 

A complete  line  of  dependable  nrOTirirnP 
for  every  purse  and  purpose  IILUIIIILIIU 

LD-30  low  Intensity  Rectifiers 
LD-60  for  Simpiified  High  intensity 
M C S with  Mallory  Rectifying  Uni|s 

THERMIONIC  RtCTIFYING  TUBES.  7'A-\S  AMPtill 


FOREST,  INC. 

BELLEVILLE.  NEW  JERSEY 
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Defendanl  Answers 
Are  Almosl  Ready 

Oklahoma  City  — Filing  of  defendant 
answers  in  the  department  of  justice  in- 
junction suit  against  Griffith  circuits  and 
major  distributors  is  expected  any  day  now. 

Previously,  Judge  Edgar  Vaught  of  the 
federal  district  court  had  granted  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  filing  of  answers  which 
led  up  to  July  27.  However  it  is  expected 
that  defense  attorneys  will  have  the  docu- 
ments ready  within  the  next  few  days. 

It  is  known  that  U.  S.  Attorney  Charles 
E.  Dierker  is  going  to  use  every  effort  to 
speed  up  preliminaries  so  that  the 
actual  trial  can  be  held  in  September  if 
possible,  at  the  same  time  the  Momand 
anti-trust  actions  against  practically  the 
same  defendants  are  set  for  trial. 

He  recently  returned  from  Washington, 
D.  C.,  where  it  is  understood  Dierker  re- 
ceived instructions  to  do  everything  with- 
in the  power  of  his  office  to  see  that  the 
case  was  brought  into  court  for  an  early 
fall  trial. 


Roy  Rogers  Appears 

Pensacola,  Fla. — Roy  Rogers,  Republic’s 
cowboy  star,  opened  here  for  his  per- 
sonal appearance  tour  of  the  Gulf  States. 
He  will  play  a week  in  the  vicinity,  re- 
turn to  Hollywood  and  then  come  back 
for  an  extended  engagement. 


Refrigeration  for  Rivoli 

San  Benito,  Tex. — A 47-ton  refrigera- 
tion plant  is  being  installed  in  the  Rivoli, 
operated  jointly  by  Ed  Brady  and  Texas 
Consolidated  Theatres.  The  new  system 
replaces  washed  air. 


Edith  in  Elfland 

By  EDITH  CUMMINGS  

Miami — Solving  the  mysteries  of  ani- 
mation, as  nearly  as  a layman,  a non- 
artist, ever  can,  was  one  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  Miami’s  Boxoffice  correspon- 
dent this  past  week.  It  was  a case  of 
“Edith  in  Elfland”  as  yom'  wide-eyed  re- 
porter watched  magic  squares  of  celluloid 
bewildermgly  transformed  into  the  gay 
sequences  of  “Gulliver’s  Travels”  at  the 
handsome  new  Miami  studios  of  Max 
Fleischer. 

All  of  the  460  staff  members  are  con- 
centrating on  “Gulliver”  to  have  this  full- 
length,  Technicolor  feature  completed  for 
Christmas  release.  'The  world  premiere 
will  be  in  Miami  Beach  at  the  Sheridan 
Theatre.  (The  number  of  Fleischer  em- 
ployes has,  incidentally,  been  doubled  since 
work  was  started  on  “Gulliver”  in  May, 
1938.) 

Tliroughout  the  studios  are  innumerable 
evidences  of  the  inventive  genius  of  Max 
Fleischer.  These  range  from  the  below 
eye  level  lighting  fixtures  in  hallways  of 
the  main  studio  building  where  all  work 
is  done  under  artificial  light  to  the  huge 
three-ton  set-back  camera  setup  which 
makes  third-dimensional  shots. 

The  ultra  modern  and  utilitarian  are  com- 
bined effectively  throughout  these  tropical 
studios  of  animation  which  center  around 
a patio  where  a handsome  modern  foun- 
tain (yes,  designed  by  Max  Fleischer) 
catches  and  reflects  tropical  sunshine 
against  the  lush  green  of  heavy  foliage 
and  flaming  hibiscus  blossoms. 

As  he  conducted  this  reporter  from  stu- 
dio to  studio,  from® cafeteria  to  one  of 
the  most  completely  equipped  sound  stages 
to  be  found  anywhere,  Hamp  Howard,  the 
Fleischer  director  of  public  relations,  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  Jessica  Dragonette  is 
to  do  the  singing  sequences  for  the  role 
of  Princess  Glory. 

Lanny  Ross,  Howard  added,  will  sing  the 
score  for  Prince  David  of  Bufuscu.  The 


New  Texas  Consolidated 
Unit  for  El  Paso,  Tex. 


El  Paso,  Tex. — Construction  of  a $65,- 
000  theatre  at  Five  Points  will  begin  on 
September  1,  according  to  John  Paxton, 
city  manager  for  Texas  Consolidated  The- 
atres, a subsidiary  of  the  Interstate  Cir- 
cuit. Contract  will  be  let  in  30  days,  he 
said.  The  exact  location  is  Pershing  Drive 
and  Piedras  with  the  front  on  Pershing. 
Five  lots  recently  were  purchased  across 
from  the  theatre  site  to  be  used  for  park- 
ing. 

The  project  is  in  charge  of  J.  H.  Elder 
of  Interstate’s  building  department  in  Dal- 
las. Architecture  will  be  Spanish,  it  is 
believed.  Capacity  will  be  750. 


A Role  for  Rathbone 

Hollywood — Basil  Rathbone  has  signed 
for  one  of  the  featured  roles  in  RKO’s 
remake  of  “The  Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame,”  starring  Charles  Laughton. 


musical  scores  are  being  prepared  by  Rain- 
ger  and  Robin,  Academy  winners  of  last 
year  for  “Thanks  for  the  Memory.” 

The  training  work  being  given  by  the 
Miami  Art  Academy  for  young  men  and 
women  who  wish  to  become  animated  car- 
toonists has  expanded  materially  from  the 
classes  launched  a year  ago  this  spring 
under  the  direction  of  Robert  Epstein  (then 
cartoonist  for  Miami  Herald,  now  a studio 
artist.)  There  now  are  five  instructors 
from  Fleischer’s  giving  instructions  in  this 
new  art. 

Major  assignments  at  the  studios  where 
Max  Fleischer  is  president  are  held  by 
Dave  Fleischer,  long  associated  with  his 
brother,  as  director  and  vice-president; 
Sam  Buchwald,  general  manager;  Sam 
Pinberg  and  Lou  Fleischer,  musical  direc- 
tors; Dan  Gordon  and  Seymour  Kneipel, 
assistant  directors  for  “Gulliver’s  Trav- 
els”; Maurice  Manne,  in  charge  of  sound 
effects;  Edmond  Seward,  head  of  the 
“Gulliver”  story  department;  Calvin  How- 
ard of  the  story  department  who  is  voic- 
ing and  posing  for  the  prince,  and  Howard, 
director  of  public  relations. 


Third  Expansion  Step 
Taken  by  Fleischer 

Miami — They’re  pushing  back  the  walls 
again  out  at  the  new  Max  Fleischer  stu- 
dios. The  third  expansion  in  recent  months 
was  made  this  week  when  a large  store- 
room adjacent  to  the  studio  property, 
was  taken  over  as  a workroom  for  in- 
betweeners. 

At  the  last  checkup,  the  studio  personnel 
has  mounted  to  500,  with  the  informal 
Florida  vs.  California  contest — as  to  wheth- 
er the  Disney  or  Fleischer  studio  will  have 
its  next  full-length  feature  on  the  market 
first — going  great  guns. 

Several  new  technical  innovations  are 
being  adapted  for  use  on  the  celluloids  of 
“Gulliver’s  Travels”  on  which  virtually  the 
entire  studio  staff  is  now  at  work. 


Years  of  Kxuerieiite  Has  Tautrlit  Us  How 
to  Serve  You 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg,  & Sales  Co- 

316  Southwest  Hlvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


WE  THE  PEOPLE 

of  NATIONAL 

from  executives  to  shipping  clerks,  have  your  in- 
terests, welfare,  prosperity,  and  future  progress 
at  heart. 

— for  as  you  progress  and  prosper  so  does  National 
and  its  employes. 

Make  it  National  all  the  way — and  stay 

NATIOMAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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Special  Hearing  Granted  to 
Film  Transit  on  Permit 


Memphis — Film  Transit,  Inc.,  which  is 
endeavoring  to  secure  permits  to  operate 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  was  granted  a 
special  interstate  hearing  before  the  Rail- 
road & Public  Utilities  Commission  in  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  beginning  Monday,  July  10. 
The  issuing  of  these  permits  is  being  con- 
tested by  the  Railway  Express  and  the 
Inter-City  Trucking  companies  of  Mem- 
phis. Film  Transit  was  represented  by  W. 
Percy  McDonald,  Charles  Campbell  Brown 
and  George  Knapp,  Memphis  attorneys, 
and  Inter-City  Trucking  by  Jim  Wrape, 
Memphis  attorney,  while  Blair  Poster  of 
Atlanta  was  Railway  Express’  ace  attorney. 

Among  the  film  people  from  Memphis 
who  testified  in  behalf  of  Film  Transit 
were:  Bill  Bugie  and  Tom  Watson,  Para- 
mount; Tom  Young,  20th-Fox;  Jimmy  Rog- 
ers, Columbia;  J.  Frank  Willingham, 
M-G-M;  Jimmy  Prichard,  Universal,  and 
A.  D.  Hickel,  National  Screen.  A number 
of  exhibitors  in  west  Tennessee  also  testi- 
fied for  Film  Transit,  among  whom  were; 
G.  H.  Goff  of  Parsons;  Mrs.  M.  M.  West, 
Centerville;  Steve  Stein,  Jackson;  Otis 
Taylor,  Dresden;  J.  O.  Smothers,  Camden; 
L.  J.  Denning,  Bemis;  Ernest  Pollock,  Hoh- 
enwald,  and  Kermit  C.  Stengel,  Nashville, 
in  behalf  of  the  Rockwood  Amusement  Co.; 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.;  Ruffin  Amuse- 
ments and  the  Strand  Enterprises.  M.  D. 
Nicholson,  Film  Transit’s  Little  Rock  man- 
ager and  circulation  manager  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Gazette,  as  well  as  S.  M.  Hanney 
of  the  American  News,  Memphis  branch, 
were  star  witnesses. 


A T IIL  A M T A 


JOHN  CARTER  and  Mrs.  Carter  of  the 

Brookhaven  Theatre,  have  returned  from 
a Florida  trip  . . . Mr.  Lewis,  personal 
representative  of  Sam  Cummins,  was  in 
town,  conferring  on  the  “Ecstasy”  situa- 
tion . . . Jules  K.  Chapman,  personal 
representative  for  Harry  Thomas,  was  in 
from  New  York. 

J.  U.  McCormick  of  Amity  Exchange,  is 
on  an  extended  Florida  trip  . . . Gus  King 
of  Capital  City  Supply  Co.,  is  on  a ten-day 
trip  to  St.  Louis,  Memphis  and  Oklahoma 
City.  King  won  a silver  cup  in  the  Grif- 
fin (Ga.)  invitation  golf  tournament 
July  4. 

J.  N.  Morgan,  manager  of  the  Rylander 
Theatre,  Americas,  Ga.,  since  1934,  will 
take  over  management  of  the  Grand,  Fitz- 
gerald, Ga.,  July  16.  I.  T.  Taylor  will  be 
transferred  from  Fitzgerald  to  Americus. 

John  B.  Harvard,  manager  of  the 
Princess,  Eastman,  Ga.,  has  installed  new 
air  conditioning  equipment  in  the  house 
. . . Extensive  improvements  have  been 
made  to  the  Savannah  Theatre  . . . Con- 
struction is  progressing  on  the  new  thea- 
tre at  Meigs,  Ga.,  for  the  Interstate  En- 
terprises of  Thomasville. 

Row  visitors;  Frank  Dowler  and  son. 
Bill,  of  Chattanooga’s  Cameo  Theatre;  Har- 
old Laird;  Hugh  Manning;  Aubrey  Gay 
of  West  Point,  Ga.;  Pearl  Ozbun  of  Mc- 
Donough, Ga.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Weis  of 
Savannah. 


John  J.  Mangham  is  back  from  a trip 
to  south  Georgia  and  Florida  . . . R.  B. 
Wilby  is  in  Jacksonville  Beach. 

The  marriage  of  Gladys  Howser  of  the 
office  staff  of  Capital  City  Supply,  and 
Henry  N.  Alford  jr.,  was  recently  solem- 
nized. Alford  is  operator  of  a skating  rink 
at  Athens,  Ga.  and  is  well  known  in  thea- 
trical circles. 

Miss  Frances  Hackman  of  Southern  Air 
Conditioning , leaves  July  9 for  a trip  to 
the  New  York  World’s  Fair  . . . J.  D. 
Luker,  former  operator  of  a theatre  in 
Talledega,  Ala.,  will  open  the  Ritz,  Union, 
S.  C.,  July  20.  His  booth  equipment  and 
supplies  were  purchased  from  Capital  City 
Supply  . . . Curtis  Ware,  formerly  of  Jack- 
son,  Ga.,  will  open  his  Royston  (Ga.) 
house  soon. 

In  town  over  weekend;  Sam  Wilson  and 
A1  Rook,  Republic  salesmen;  Randolph  El- 
liott, Universal  salesman;  Bill  Minder,  GN 
New  Orleans  manager  . . . Harold  Wilkes, 
southern  division  manager.  Paramount, 
has  returned  from  a Memphis  trip  . . . 
Harry  Graham,  Universal  district  man- 
ager, is  back  from  a Florida  trip. 


It  Runs  in  the  Family 

Hollywood — Jane  Gilbert,  sister  of  Mar- 
garet Lindsay,  has  been  signed  to  an 
acting  contract  by  Warner  Bros. 


MIAMI 

(Continued  from  page  71) 
leased  into  a community,  particularly  to 
Miami — in  midsummer. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Carolinas  con- 
tinue as  the  favored  locale  for  theatre 
folks  who  are  taking  an  away-from-home 
vacation.  Earl  Potter,  assistant  manager 
at  the  Miami,  and  Leonard  Allen,  assistant 
at  the  Capitol,  are  up  there  now.  Jimmy 
Case  of  Wometco’s  accounting  department 
is  on  a fishing  trip.  Walter  Klements  has 
gone  to  the  Canadian  border  for  his  vaca- 
tion jaunt. 

To  promote  “Second  Fiddle,’’  which  op- 
ened in  this  area  at  the  Lincoln,  Sonny 
Shepherd  worked  out  a.  tieup  with  the 
Metropolitan  Ice  Palace  (Sure,  we  skate 
down  here  all  summer  long!)  with  admis- 
sions to  be  given  as  prizes  for  the  various 
contests  featured  at  the  big  skating  palace 
each  Thursday  evening;  and  as  door  prizes 
on  Sunday  evening.  Grocery  store  and 
restaurant  hookups  also  were  utilized. 


‘^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiu 

I WE  CAN  SUPPLY  YOUR  EVERY  NEED  | 

I day  or  night  our  stocks  are  complete  and  ready  | 
I for  shipment.  | 

I Only  the  best  — WIL-KIN  — Proper  prices  | 

I G.  E.  MAZDA  LAMPS 
I NATIONAL  CARBONS 
I EASTMAN  FILM  CEMENT 
i RCA  TUBES 
I THUMBTACKS 
I BLANKING  PAPER 
I TICKETS 
I POSTER  PASTE 
I EXCITER  LAMPS 


PRANG  SHOWCARD  COLOR  = 

PALMER  SHOWCARD  COLOR  | 

PARTS  FOR  ALL  PROJECTORS  | 

CETRON  P.  E.  CELLS  | 

PROJECTOR  OIL  | 

PERFUME  CRYSTALS  | 

COMPLETE  OFFICE  SUPPLIES  = 

BILL  POSTER  BRUSHES  | 

POPCORN  SUPPLIES  E 


Considerable  interest  is  being  added  to 
Sonny’s  golf  game  these  days  by  the  real 
competition  one  of  his  ushers,  Boyd  Mar- 
tin-Vegue,  is  providing.  Since  the  two  were 
assigned  to  the  same  flight  in  a beach 
tournament  and  played  through  to  fight 
it  out,  stroke  by  stroke,  over  the  entire 
18  holes  before  Sonny  took  tournament 
honors,  this  young  scion  of  an  active  Miami 
golfing  family  has  been  constantly  better- 
ing his  game.  Just  the  other  day  he  card- 
ed an  82. 


WIL-KTN 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


E “Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film”  = 
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W.  B.  Smith.  Well  Known 
Texas  Editor.  Is  Dead 

Dallas — Wilford  B.  (Pitchfork)  Smith, 
well  known  Texas  editor,  died  in  a local 
hospital.  He  made  one  of  the  main  ad- 
dresses, in  a humorous  vein,  at  the  Ned  E. 
Depinet  testimonial  dinner  at  the  Baker 
Hotel  several  years  ago,  which  was  spon- 
sored by  Karl  Hoblitzelle  and  was  attend- 
ed by  many  film  and  theatre  notables  from 
New  York  and  Hollywood. 


Metro  Has  Its  Week 

Dallas  — M-G-M  Week  was  the  big 
amusement  page  news  in  Dallas  last  week 
with  big  ads  on  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son!” 
at  the  Majestic;  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  at 
the  Palace,  and  “Calling  Dr.  Kildare”  at 
the  Rialto.  The  display  took  more  than 
half  a page,  but  there  were  stories  about 
the  history  of  M-G-M  and  its  executives, 
plus  full  news  coverage  on  the  pictures.  It 
looked  much  like  the  fine  publicity  hand 
of  one  E.  B.  Coleman,  who  handles  Metro 
publicity  throughout  the  south. 


T.  B.  McMinn  Dies 

Cullman,  Ala. — T.  B.  McMinn,  61, 
prominent  citizen  of  Cullman,  ended  his 
life  at  his  residence,  shooting  himself  with 
a pistol.  He  owned  and  operated  the  Lyric 
Theatre  in  Cullman  for  years,  and  retired 
a year  ago. 


Falkenburg  Returns 

Birmingham,  Ala. — After  six  weeks  in 
Florida,  where  he  underwent  a major 
operation  at  Miami’s  St.  F’rancis  Hospital, 
Francis  Falkenbm-g  has  resumed  his  duties 
as  manager  of  the  Alabama  Theatre  here. 


Extends  Rita  Johnson 

Hollywood — Metro  has  extended  the 
acting  contract  of  Rita  Johnson  for  a 
year. 


gURT  KING,  RCA  representative,  is  back 
in  his  office  after  four  days  at  home 
with  a sore  throat  . . . Percy  Caruthers, 
auditor  for  Jefferson  Amusement  Co., 
Beaumont,  spent  a few  days  here  on  va- 
cation. He  once  was  in  the  office  of 
Texas  Theatre  Supply  Co.  here. 

The  death  and  funeral  of  Garfield  Cure- 
ton,  Negro  porter,  brought  to  light  another 
of  those  most  human  and  big-hearted  in- 
cidents on  the  part  of  executives  in  this 
business  which  usually  do  not  come  to 
public  notice.  Garfield  had  been  working 
for  Cliff  Adair,  the  head  of  Liberty  Film 
Lines  and  affiliated  companies.  Adair 
seemingly  became  partial  to  the  darky, 
dressed  him  up  in  good  clothes  and  looked 
after  his  welfare  generally.  When  Gar- 
field died  the  other  day,  colored  friends 
started  a collection  toward  funeral  ex- 
penses. Adair  stopped  the  move.  Out  of 
his  own  pocket,  he  buried  the  aged  Negro 
with  fitting  ceremony. 

Lionel  Underwood,  former  theatre  man 
in  San  Antonio,  and  who  still  makes  his 
home  there,  has  been  visiting  his  brother, 
W.  G.,  here. 

C.  E.  Hilgers,  Republic’s  district  mana- 
ger, flew  in  Monday  for  a brief  stopover 
at  the  local  exchange.  He  makes  most 
of  the  branches  nowadays  via  air.  One 
of  his  daughters  has  been  visiting  in  the 
L.  C.  Baxley  home.  The  Hilgers  family 
now  lives  in  Atlanta. 

A1  Mortensen  and  George  Heck,  South- 
western 'Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Houston, 
were  on  the  Row  calling  on  accounts. 

Compilation  of  records  for  use  in  gov- 
ernment suits  involving  the  industry,  is 
now  going  on  at  the  Paramount  office, 
following  the  same  procedure  which  start- 
ed about  ten  days  ago  at  M-G-M.  Similar 


work  will  start  soon  in  other  major  ex- 
changes, it  was  said. 

Mrs.  Bobbie  Hawley,  Monogram’s  ac- 
countant, was  successful  in  mending  a 
broken  right  arm,  the  accident  happening 
while  roller-skating.  She  was  fortunate, 
however,  in  having  a son  big  enough  to 
jot  down  figures  on  the  company  books  as 
she  called  them  off. 

There  was  a big  golf  game  down  Tyler 
way  last  Sunday.  Jack  Zern,  the  Altec 
man,  and  Dutch  Konneman,  noted  foot- 
baller and  now  in  the  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  store,  drove  down  to  have  a 
foursome  with  S.  G.  Fry  and  his  son,  Segle. 
They  played  at  Willow  Brook  Country 
Club,  with  Zern  bringing  back  the  honors. 

More  about  the  Pry  family  is  that  the 
Mrs.,  who  is  the  secretary-treasurer  of  her 
husband’s  theatres,  is  back  home  after  an 
appendix  operation.  'The  part  she  plays  in 
that  office,  which,  incidentally,  is  in  the 
Fry  home,  was  keenly  impressed  on  S.  G. 
and  his  two  younger  sons,  Robert  and 
Victor,  who  really  had  to  be  on  their  toes 
turning  out  the  extra  work  which  is  nor- 
mally hers. 

Lee  Newsome,  the  Arcadia  Theatre  pub- 
licist, is  promoting  a big  amusement  park 
near  Love  Field.  He  says  the  project  has 
reached  the  working  stage.  He  advertised 
last  Sunday  for  various  concessions. 

Thelma  Sue  Coleman,  “Uncle”  Joe  Estes’ 
“Girl  Friday,”  slipped  away  over  the  week- 
end and  went  horseback  riding  on  187,000 
acres  of  west  Texas  ranch  land. 

Down  at  National  Screen,  we  find  that 
F.  W.  (Doc)  Allen,  ace  salesman,  is  en- 
joying a well-earned  vacation  . . . Leo 
Smith,  office  manager,  was  seeking  the 
elusive  black  bass  in  Caddo  Lake  . . . That 
some  lucky  person  uhll  win  one  of  Mrs. 
Pearl  Sadler’s  oil  paintmgs  this  week  . . . 
And  that  Joe  Bryant,  west  Texas  repre- 
sentative, who  lives  and  headquarters  in 
Lubbock,  was  on  a periodical  visit  to  the 
Row. 

Charles  W.  Mann,  who  bought  the  Oak 
at  Lone  Oak  a few  weeks  ago  from  John 
Fuller,  says  he  is  making  a little  profit 
there  and  expects  to  do  better  in  the  fall. 
He  was  booking  'Tuesday.  Mann  sold  the 
Dodd  at  Malakoff  to  J.  C.  Clemmons  jr. 
before  going  to  Lone  Oak.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Rice  Institute,  Houston,  finishing 
in  ’28. 

We  learned  from  George  Chatmas  of 
Hearne,  that  Mrs.  Chatmas  is  in  a hos- 
pital at  Marlin,  but  doing  nicely.  George 
said  he  read  in  Boxoffice  about  Columbia 
installing  a.  new  air-conditioning  system, 
so  he  went  down  there  for  a while  to  cool 
off  and  buy  a few  pictures.  Incidentally, 
the  weather  bureau’s  figures  the  last  few 
days  have  been  above  100. 

Floyd  Schaffer,  representative  of  Ameri- 
can Desk  Mfg.  Co.  in  the  Memphis  terri- 
( Continued  on  page  76) 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Defeat  the  Box-office  slump! 

BUILD 

W ■ ■■  ■#  GOOD-WILL 
— by  using  Paramount  Premiums 

See  our  complete  selection  of  choice 

Dinnerware,  Dresserware,  Silverware, 

Glassware  and  Cutleryware  on  display 
at  our  showroom. 

^ SPECIAL  DEALS  FOR  KIDS  ^ 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Gen.  Sales  Mgr. 

Home  Office — 210  H.  Street,  N.  W. — Washington,  D.  C. 

Write,  wire  or  telephone  REpublic  0639  and 
a representative  will  gladly  visit  you. 

SERVING  THE  NATION'S  EXHIBITORS  FROM  THE  NATION'S  CAPITOL 
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AlRKAMl^AS  Oakley  Faces  Arson 

Charge  in  Arp  Fire 


jyjANAGER  J.  J.  KANE  of  the  Conway 
and  Grand  theatres,  Conway,  announces 
that  a new  cooling  system  will  be  installed 
at  the  Conway  and  that  the  equipment  now 
in  service  there  will  be  placed  in  the  Grand. 
Four  hundred  new  spring  cushion  and  up- 
holstered chairs  will  be  installed  at  the 
Conway  late  this  month.  They  will  be  fin- 
ished in  red  and  black  and  the  chairs  now 
in  use  at  the  Conway  will  replace  those 
at  the  Grand.  A new  sound  system  and 
projection  lamps  have  been  installed  at 
the  Conway  during  the  past  year.  Mana- 
ger Kane  announced  that  owners  of  the 
Conway  Theatre  Bldg,  probably  will  re- 
model the  front  within  a short  time. 

The  Ritz  Theatre  force  at  Malvern  re- 
cently enjoyed  an  all-day  picnic  at  Foun- 
tain Lake  near  Hot  Springs.  Those  who 
attended  are  Misses  Jane  McCormack, 
Frances  Murray,  Anne  Brooks,  Doris 
Hughen,  Betty  Cooke  and  Joyce  Haltom, 
and  Messrs.  Charlie  Turner,  Kermit  Rich- 
ardson, Morris  Ashcraft,  Lee  Kemp,  War- 
ren Griswold,  Lynn  Moody,  Milton  Baker, 
Mesdames  Ray  Morrow,  Raymond  Stanell, 
Lelus  Baker  and  Charles  O.  Johnson  . . . 
The  Dixie  at  Ashdown  opened  Saturday, 
July  1.  Remodeling  of  the  house  has  been 
in  progress  for  two  weeks.  The  new  the- 
atre will  he  air-conditioned  and  managed 
by  Bill  Frazier. 

Louie  Haven  of  Forrest  City  was  in 


Brinkley  recently  . . . New  air-condition- 
ing equipment  recently  was  installed  at 
the  Ozark,  Berryville.  The  entrance  has 
been  re-arranged,  the  ticket  window  re- 
modeled and  a lobby  added.  Neon  light- 
ing also  will  be  added  ...  A new  cooling 
system  has  been  installed  at  the  New, 
Russellville,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  H.  A.  Brownlee,  manager. 

Miss  Johnnie  Mae  Gullet  and  Harold 
J.  Jordan,  manager  of  the  Spa,  Hot  Springs, 
were  married  June  28  ...  A complete  new 
air-conditioning  system  is  being  installed 
at  the  Concord,  Springdale  . . . Herman 
Alwes,  owner  and  manager  of  the  Com- 
modore at  Eureka  Springs,  is  having  the 
exterior  of  the  building  painted. 

W.  Clyde  Smith,  city  manager  for  Malco 
Theatres  in  Hot  Springs,  recently  received 
a check  and  congratulations  from  Todd 
Ferguson,  representative  of  M-G-M  for 
Smith’s  winning  exploitation  campaign  on 
the  M-G-M  musical  production,  “Hono- 
lulu.” Smith,  on  various  occasions,  has 
received  nation-wide  recognition  for  his 
work  in  the  theatrical  field.  He  is  con- 
sidered a national  authority  on  theatre 
exploitation  . . . Jack  Tliomas,  manager 
of  the  Strand,  Clarksville,  recently  re- 
ceived a $25  check  from  M-G-M  as  the 
second  prize  in  a southern  advertising 
campaign  contest. 


Dallas — The  Tyler  Courier-Times  says 
a charge  of  arson  had  been  filed  against 
S.  L.  Oakley,  district  manager  of  East 
Texas  Tlieatres,  Inc.,  and  that  a warrant 
has  been  issued  for  his  arrest  in  con- 
nection with  the  burning  of  the  Rex  The- 
atre at  Arp,  Tex.,  last  October  7.  The  fire 
totally  destroyed  the  theatre  and  several 
other  business  buildings  with  damages  es- 
timated at  $40,000.  Oakley  now  is  man- 
ager of  the  Dallas  branch  office  of  Jeffer- 
son Amusement  and  East  Texas  circuits. 

Joe  Hackney,  ex-Rex  manager,  pleaded 
guilty  in  district  court  to  setting  the  the- 
atre on  fire  and  his  testimony  implicat- 
ing Oakley  caused  charges  to  be  filed 
against  the  latter,  the  newspaper  said. 

Hackney  will  not  be  sentenced  until  a 
further  investigation  of  the  fire  has  been 
made  and  will  be  used  as  a witness  in  any 
other  cases  involving  the  fire  which  might 
be  tried,  according  to  the  newspaper  report. 

The  state  law,  it  was  pointed  out,  pro- 
vides a penalty  of  not  less  than  two  years 
nor  more  than  20  on  arson  charges  and 
does  not  allow  the  suspended  sentence 
where  cases  are  prosecuted  to  a conviction. 

Hackney  testified  that  Oakley  suggest- 
ed he  (Hackney)  burn  the  theatre  so  that 
a new  house  could  be  built,  the  paper  said. 

Efforts  to  contact  Oakley  here  for  a 
statement  were  unavailing,  his  office  re- 
porting him  out  of  town. 


Many  theatres  are  being  operated 
with  inadequate  cooling  plants. 
A larger  and  modern  cooling  plant 
gives  better  results  and  is  more 
economical  in  operation.  Why 
not  let  us  bring  your  plant  up-to- 
date? 

Washed  Air  Systems,  Refrigera- 
tion Systems,  Blowers,  Pumps,  Mo- 
tors, Texrope  Drives,  Spray  Noz- 
zles, etc. 


210  so.  HARWOOD  "Fail  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always"  Dallas,  Texas 
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OKIILA.  ClinirY 

THEATRE  industry  of  the  state  as  a 
whole  paid  tribute  last  week  to  Benton 
Isley,  70-year-old  father  of  Phil  Isley,  who 
passed  away  here  in  Oklahoma  City.  Phil 
is  president  of  Southwestern  Theatres,  Inc. 

Credit  to  Robert  Busch  of  the  Toicer 
Theatre  for  his  stunt  on  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips”  which  was  a special  matinee  sec- 
ond day  of  the  run  for  all  retired  teachers 
in  the  area  who  had  passed  the  50-2/ear 
mark.  More  than  50  took  advantage  of 
the  invitation  to  see  the  film  at  the  spe- 
cial screening. 

Standard  Theatres  introduced  “Maisie” 
to  Oklahoma  City  with  some  clever  classi- 
fied advertising  and  a stag  preview  at  the 
Criterion. 

“Juarez,”  Warner  film,  was  picked  for 
the  annual  Oklahoman  and  Times  Milk 
and  Ice  Fund  benefit  and  as  a result  re- 
ceived a sheaf  of  publicity  in  the  local 
newspapers  for  a week  prior  to  the  runnmg 
at  the  Midwest  Theatre. 

Our  Give  Credit  Department — We  wish 
to  report  that  Spence  Pierce  has  taken  a 
good  many  of  the  bugs  out  of  his  Variety 
Hour  show  of  shorts  and  it  runs  a lot 
smoother  now — is  also  very  much  more  in- 
teresting. He  is  so  sold  on  March  of  Time’s 
reel  on  Hollywood  and  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  that  he  is  figuring  on  en- 
larging it  to  include  more  old  shots  than 
those  depicted  in  the  issue. 

Griffith  Amusement  Co.  thought  so  much 
of  the  excellent  speeches  at  the  Theatre 
Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc.,  annual  con- 
vention, held  here  in  June,  that  they  have 
had  copies  made  of  the  more  important 
ones  and  have  sent  same  to  all  of  their 
managers  and  partners,  we  understand. 

Tip  to  used  car  salesmen:  Dee  Fuller, 
manager  of  the  Circle,  is  all  set  to  get 
himself  a new  jallopie  . . . Lewis  “Ace” 
Hudson  in  town  for  a visit  and  calling  on 
friends  along  the  Row  . . . Sam  Caporal 
has  gone  back  to  single  bills  at  his  May- 
flower Theatre,  which  means  business  is 
good  on  West  23rd  St. 

We  noticed  “Jesse  James”  had  them 
standing  in  the  street  the  other  night  at 
the  Reno  Theatre.  The  film  has  played  the 
Criterion,  Tower,  Plaza,  Circle  and  War- 
ner theatres.  An  example  of  how  ye-old- 
word-of-mouth  advertising  works. 

Murray  Harris  of  the  Paramount  Dis- 
play Co.  is  on  the  receiving  end  of  a suit 
growing  out  of  salesmen’s  commissions 
in  county  district  court  here. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 

1912^^  Morris  Avc,  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


Theatre  Building  in 
Texas  Keeps  Pace 

Dallas — New  theatres  continue  to  set 
the  pace  in  the  southwest.  H.  H.  Stroud, 
operating  the  Strand  and  Gem  at  Hamil- 
ton, plans  to  start  construction  on  a new 
theatre  within  three  weeks,  utilizing  a 
garage  building  he  owns.  It  will  be  the 
“A”  house,  and  on  completion,  one  of 
his  present  houses  will  be  closed,  it  was 
said. 

Plans  will  be  turned  over  to  contractors 
next  week  for  bids  on  the  new  El  Rancho 
Theatre  to  be  built  by  the  J.  G.  Long  and 
R.  E.  Griffith  circuits. 

State  Senator  Jim  Nance  within  the 
next  few  days  plans  to  start  construction 
on  a new  house  in  Purcell,  Okla.  It  will  be 
operated  by  Mrs.  Dooley,  who  runs  the 
present  house. 

Plans  for  these  theatres  were  prepared 
by  Corgan  & Moore,  Dallas  architects. 

The  R.  E.  Griffith  interests  and  a part- 
ner, are  building  a new  theatre  in  Denver 
City,  Tex. 


S A M T O M IE 

^HE  Truex  twins,  Virginia  and  Marshall, 
have  gone  to  Chicago  from  where  they 
will  leave  to  fulfill  a series  of  stage  show 
and  vaudeville  engagements  in  the  North- 
west. 

Speaking  of  theatrical  attractions,  the 
Herrera  Twins,  Mexican  film  and  radio 
stars,  are  beuig  booked  by  the  local  Azteca 
Films  office  into  the  National  Theatre 
here  as  well  as  playhouses  in  the  lower 
Rio  Grande  Valley,  which  they  are  now 
touring. 

The  Empire  Theatre  Saturday  morning 
kiddie  shows  have  been  switched  over  to 
the  Aztec  Theatre  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnny  William  Fielder  back  from  a hon- 
eymoon-vacation in  Frisco  . . . Doug  Nay- 
lor invited  the  entire  Texas  Theatre  staff 
out  to  his  house  for  his  21st  birthday  party 
July  3 . . . Bob  (Casey)  Greer,  leading 
comic  at  the  Joy  Theatre  here,  once  work- 
ed in  Educational  Pictures. 

Among  the  recent  visitors  here  were 
Louis  Charninsky , Capitol  and  Rialto  thea- 
tres, Dallas;  Jack  Karmi,  Karmi  Pictures 
Co.,  Hollywood;  Lafe  Pfieffer,  concession 
manager.  Interstate  Circuit,  Dallas,  and 
Miss  Stella  Roach,  theatrical  columnist, 
Hollywood. 

Our  sincere  congratulations  to  Mrs.  P.  M. 
Ketner  who  celebrates  her  69th  birthday 
July  18.  She  Is  Lester’s  mother  . . . Louis 
Candy,  dramatic  columnist  for  the  Texas 
Jewish  Press,  has  succeeded  Sterling 
Rohde  as  representative  of  Variety  here. 

As  part  of  Interstate’s  Appreciation 
Week  here  from  July  15  to  21,  the  Ma- 
jestic will  present  an  all-Negro  revue. 


BUFF ALO COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 
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tory,  and  a member  of  the  Variety  Club 
there,  was  in  town  conferring  with  Chief 
Barker  R.  J.  O’Donnell  on  ways  and  means 
of  raising  and  handling  funds  in  Variety 
work.  Primarily  Schaffer  was  here  to  sell 
tickets  on  a high-powered  car  the  Mem- 
phis club  will  give  away  in  September. 
O’Donnell  took  a number  personally  and 
then  an  additional  hundred  to  dispose  of. 
Schaffer  also  sold  quite  a number  of  tickets 
on  the  Row,  some  taking  as  many  as  20 
chances.  The  Memphis  Tent  was  organ- 
ized only  five  months  ago.  M.  A.  Lightman 
is  Chief  Barker.  Tire  club  is  making  money, 
Schaffer  said,  and  the  main  charity  is 
milk  for  babies,  which  is  shipped  any- 
where in  the  Memphis  territory. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Long  of  Bay  City  and  three 
friends  were  to  leave  around  July  15  for 
Hollywood  where  they  will  visit  the  stu- 
dios. They  also  plan  a number  of  interest- 
ing side  trips,  all  in  three  weeks. 

Johnny  Long  and  his  booker,  Theo 
Routt,  were  on  the  Row  doing  business  in 
their  unusual  inimitable  manner.  The  J.  G. 
Long  circuit  now  numbers  30  theatres  in 
Texas  after  a very  modest  start  only  a 
few  years  ago. 

R.  C.  Garbade  of  the  Grand  and  Ritz 
at  Yoakum  stopped  off  in  Dallas  Wed- 
nesday returning  from  a vacation  in  Ar- 
kansas, including  Hot  Springs,  and  a visit 
to  his  brother  in  Texarkana.  While  in 
town  he  bought  two  small  washed  air 
units  from  Herber  Bros.,  one  for  his  office 
and  one  for  his  home. 

Announcements  were  received  on  the 
Row  of  the  ■ marriage  of  Miss  Ouida 
Stephano,  manager  of  the  Grove  at  Grove- 
ton,  to  Alvis  Powell.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  at  Corrigan.  She  expects  to 
remain  with  the  theatre  for  a few  more 
weeks  after  which  they  will  honeymoon  in 
New  York  taking  in  the  World  Fair.  At 
that  time  the  management  will  be  taken 
over  by  her  brother,  Vic  Stephano,  and 
sister  Miss  Ann  Stephano.  The  bride  is  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Stephano, 
of  Lufkin.  After  New  York  the  couple 
plan  to  live  in  Houston. 

Many  tributes  were  paid  by  various 
civic  organizations  to  the  memory  of  Mrs. 
J.  Doak  Roberts,  socially  prominent  club- 
woman, who  was  buried  in  Corsicana  re- 
cently. She  was  the  mother  of  Doak  Rob- 
erts, manager  of  the  Warner  exchange. 

W.  M.  Barnes  of  the  Alvarado  Theatre, 
Alvarado,  is  on  the  road  to  recovery 
from  blood  poisoning  in  a Dallas  hospi- 
tal. Some  sort  of  insect  bite  was  the 
cause. 

Harold  Cunyus  has  resigned  from  Jef- 
ferson Amusement  Co.  as  manager  of  the 
Rio  and  Gem  in  Beaumont,  he  says,  and 
is  spending  a few  days  in  Dallas  looking 
for  another  proposition  which  may  be  an- 
other theatre.  He  formerly  operated  the 
Palace  in  Gatesville,  selling  his  interest 
there. 


Write  Us  Vour  AIK  CONDITIONING  Wants 
Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
;{l(i  Soutliuest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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QUEBEC  CITY  THEATRES  REOPEN  AHER  FIVE 
WEEKS  OF  DARKNESS  IN  EXTRA  TAX  PROTEST 


See  Indication  of  Film  Fate  in 
Federal  Radio  Absorption 


Pressure  From  Premier 
And  Public  Forces 
City  to  Yield 

By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Quebec — Through  the  intervention  of 
Premier  Duplessis  and  cooperation  of 
Mayor  Lucien  Borne,  the  11  theatres  of 
Quebec,  closed  since  June  2,  have  been 
reopened.  All  of  the  houses  were  closed 
when  the  City  of  Quebec  attempted  to  im- 
pose an  extra  admission  tax  amounting  to 
10  per  cent  on  gross  intake. 

Exhibitors  gave  the  new  tax  a month’s 
trial  and  an  audit  of  their  figures  con- 
vinced them  it  was  impossible  to  operate 
profitably  under  the  new  impost.  As  the 
city  refused  to  withdraw  or  modify  the  tax, 
the  theatre  owners  decided  to  close.  As 
a result,  Quebec  was  practically  deprived 
of  amusement:  the  tourist  business  suf- 
fered: hotels,  restaurants  and  shop>s  com- 
plained, and  a petition  urging  cancella- 
tion of  the  tax  and  reopening  of  the  thea- 
tres was  signed  by  28,000  citizens  and  pre- 
sented to  the  city  council.  Meanwhile,  the 
two  small  theatres  in  Levis,  across  the 
river,  did  capacity  business,  Quebecers  in 
droves  crossing  the  St.  Lawrence  by  ferry 
nightly.  Others  motored  to  the  nearest 
small  towns  where  theatres  operated. 

Mayor  Borne  and  the  city  council  main- 
tained that  by  the  passage  of  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  collection  of  the  10  per  cent 
tax,  they  could  not  legally  refuse  to  col- 
lect it.  Their  contention  turned  on  the 
translation  of  the  French  word  “Devra” 
meaning  “must”  or  “ought.”  Premier  Du- 
plessis, on  the  other  hand,  said  the  mat- 
ter of  collection  rested  entirely  with  the 
city,  and  declared  that  if  the  city  wanted 
the  tax  voided  that  would  be  done,  and 
the  government  would  take  care  that  there 
was  no  legal  trouble. 

After  the  conference.  Mayor  Borne  re- 
fused to  comment,  but  Premier  Duplessis 
issued  the  following  statement: 

“As  you  know  I had  a meeting  with 
Mayor  Borne  and  other  Quebec  city  au- 
thorities, and  I said  and  repeated  what 
I had  already  declared  about  the  local 
theatre  question,  namely  that  the  city  was 
not  obliged  to  impose  its  special  tax,  and 
that  it  could  remove  it  if  it  wanted  to  do 
so. 

“I  also  said  that  the  government  was 
ready  to  take  whatever  measures  proved 
necessary  to  make  sure  that  the  legality 
of  the  city’s  decision  and  action  could  not 
be  questioned. 

“The  municipal  council  decided  some 
time  ago,  it  will  be  remembered,  to  im- 
pose and  maintain  this  tax,  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  theatres  closed  down  and 
have  now  been  closed  for  over  a month. 

“Discussions  between  the  theatre  own- 
ers and  the  city’s  representatives  have 
continued  in  the  meantime,  but  no  entente 
in  the  matter  was,  apparently,  possible. 


Toronto — Canadian  film  officials  are 
regarding  with  interest  the  announcement 
that  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  is 
taking  over  the  control  of  all  private  radio 
stations  on  September  24  which  will  be 
organized  into  subsidiary  networks  imder 
the  direction  of  the  government-sponsored 
corporation.  These  will  be  in  addition  to 
the  publicly-owned  stations  which  have 
been  constructed  in  key  centers  of  the 
Dominion. 

The  absorption  of  broadcasting  until  it 
has  become  virtually  a government  monop- 
oly is  held  as  an  example  of  procedure 
which  may  be  gradually  applied  to  the 
motion  picture  business  under  the  re- 
cently created  national  film  board,  ac- 
cording to  political  critics.  This  board 
has  been  granted  wide  powers  by  legisla- 
tion of  Dominion  Parliament  and  it  is 
now  in  process  of  formation,  with  John 
Grierson  of  London,  England,  expected 


Not  only  did  the  local  theatres  close  down, 
however,  but  a considerable  number  of 
their  employes  were  thrown  out  of  work: 
much  damage,  trouble  and  inconvenience 
was  caused,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the 
harm  done  to  the  tourist  industry. 

“Many  protests  were  made  over  the  sit- 
uation, but  the  municipal  authorities,  de- 
spite the  public  statements  which  I have 
made  indicating  quite  clearly  that  the  city 
was  not  obliged  to  impose  this  tax,  per- 
sisted in  maintaining  the  impost. 

“I  told  the  mayor  at  our  meeting  that 
this  imbroglio  would  have  to  be  settled, 
that  the  theatres  would  have  to  be  reopen- 
ed, and  that  their  employes  would  have  to 
be  given  back  the  work  and  salaries  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  It  was  an  im- 
possible situation,  and  I consider  that  no- 
body has  the  right  to  deprive  the  people, 
and  especially  the  working  classes,  of  legi- 
timate entertainment  which  they  desire, 
are  entitled  to,  and  should  have. 

“I  informed  the  municipal  authorities 
that  the  government  had  decided  to  take 
all  steps  at  its  disposal  to  have  the  special 
surtax  abolished,  and  to  have  the  theatres 
reopened  as  soon  as  possible. 

“It  is  in  the  interest  of  Quebec,  and 
in  the  interest  of  the  local  public,  that  the 
present  controversy  should  end,  that  citi- 
zens should  be  able  to  enjoy  the  legitimate 
entertainment  they  want,  and  that  the 
numerous  theatre  employes  laid  off  should 
be  given  back  their  jobs  and  the  means  of 
livelihood  for  themselves  and  their  fam- 
ilies.” 

Premier  Duplessis  sidestepped  a ques- 


back  in  the  Dominion  in  the  immediate 
future  to  act  as  a government  adviser. 

It  is  not  likely  that  the  national  film 
board  will  begin  to  function  until  the 
fall  and  there  is  also  the  prospect  that 
federal  elections  will  be  held  in  October 
when  the  board  idea,  which  has  a num- 
ber of  sturdy  critics,  may  become  an  elec- 
tion issue.  If  the  opposition  party  ha§ 
the  abolition  of  the  board  as  a plank 
of  its  platform,  the  new  government  body 
may  be  tossed  into  the  discard  providing 
there  is  a change  of  government  as  a 
result  of  the  balloting.  Not  one  film  trade 
representative  has  come  out  in  favor  of 
the  board  because,  apparently,  they  are 
suspicious  of  its  scope.  One  of  its  chief 
critics  is  Hon.  J.  Earl  Lawson,  member 
of  the  present  Parliament,  a former  the^ 
atre  owner  and  now  a lawyer  for  various 
film  companies. 


tion  as  to  what  reply  Mayor  Borne  made 
to  his  statement  and  professed  ignoraiice 
as  to  when  the  theatres  would  be  reopened, 
but  added:  “They  will  probably  reopen  in 
the  near  future.” 

Some  days  ago  the  City  of  Quebec  re- 
ported that  it  had  purchased  two  projec- 
tors with  the  object  of  showing  films  in 
the  Montcalm  Palace,  civic  amusement 
hall,  and  in  the  open  air.  They  also  ap- 
pointed a member  of  the  council  to  go  to 
Montreal  to  arrange  about  a supply  of 
films.  Apparently,  nothing  further  was 
done,  and  the  Quebec  emissary  found  that 
suitable  films  were  unobtainable.  The 
equipment  purchased  for  the  Montcalm 
Palace  was  reported  to  have  cost  $3,500, 
and  an  additional  expense  of  $150  was 
necessitated  to  adapt  the  building  to  the 
showing  of  films.  The  outdoor  film  dis- 
play was  estimated  to  cost  $60  , a week. 
Mayor  Borne  said  he  had  been  assured  of 
160  or  more  French  films  and  a similar 
number  of  English  (American)  films. 

“The  people  of  Quebec  want  movies,” 
said  the  mayor.  “This  situation  it  not  a 
fight  between  the  city  and  the  theatres. 
We  are  only  doing  what  we  are  called 
upon  to  do  by  law  in  the  Quebep  Bill,  arid 
the  showing  of  our  own  films  seems  tp^bb 
the  only  step  we  can  take.”  This  state- 
ment was  made  just  before  his  conference 
with  the  Premier. 

At  a discussion  in  the  city  council, 
where  some  aldermen  showed  themselves 
against  the  council’s  action,  the  mayor 
said:  “We  are  not  competing  against  the 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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THEATRES  BEAR  25  SEPARATE  LEVIES,  REVEAL 
TAXATION  RECORDS  KEPT  BY  TORONTO  CHAINS 


Dominion,  Provincial,  and 
Municipal  Assessors 
Feed  Upon  Trade 

By  KEN  ADIAN 

Toronto — Taxation  records  at  the  head 
office  of  theatre  chains  in  Toronto  reveal 
the  potent  fact  that  the  cinemas  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  are  regularly  faced 
with  as  high  as  25  different  levies  from 
three  sources,  Dominion  government, 
provincial  and  municipal.  At  the  same 
time,  theatres  operating  in  other  provinces 
are  not  very  far  behind  in  the  tax-burden 
procession,  although  there  is  no  ticket  im- 
post to  worry  the  exhibitors  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario.  The  compilation  shows  a 
wide  assortment  of  direct  and  indirect 
levies,  all  of  which  the  exhibitor  pays  in 
the  long  run  either  to  the  governments  or 
to  the  film  distributors  who  are  compelled 
to  pass  along  the  surcharges  in  order  to 
maintain  business  operations. 

To  the  Dominion  government  is  paid  an 
eight  per  cent  sales  tax  on  many  items 
and  the  income  and  profits  impost.  There 
is  also  a special  tax  of  five  per  cent  on 
surplus  payments  by  Canadian  film  ex- 
changes to  head  offices  outside  of  Canada. 

The  Quebec  provincial  levies  include; 
ticket  tax  which  is  classed  as  a charity 
impost,  seat  tax,  business  tax,  income  tax, 
stock  transfer,  poster  tax,  censorship  fee, 
electrical  installation  and  inspection  tax, 
building  inspection  tax,  corporation  tax, 
boiler  tax  and  a surtax  on  admissions. 

The  municipal  taxation  in  Quebec  cov- 
ers the  following:  Annual  theatre  license, 
seat  tax,  ticket  or  charity  tax,  real  es- 
tate tax,  school  tax,  water  rates,  business 
tax,  snow  removal  tax  and  garbage  col- 
lection tax. 

There  are  various  other  taxes  which 
could  be  added,  including  the  postage 
tax  of  one  cent  on  all  letters,  a federal 
assessment,  the  local  license  fee  for  the 
distribution  of  hand  bills,  a tax  on  mar- 
quee or  signs  which  overhang  the  side- 
walk and  the  tax  which  is  applied  to  sup- 
plies of  all  kinds  which  are  added  to  the 
cost  of  equipment  or  materials  by  supply 
companies. 

The  comment  is  being  freely  exchanged 
that  the  ultimate  in  taxation  has  been 
reached  and  that  the  time  is  rapidly  ap- 
proaching when  commercial  interests  must 
demand  a showdown  with  governments 
which  have  long  maintained  a free-spend- 
ing mood  with  the  idea  in  mind  that 
business  enterprises  are  a source  of  un- 
limited revenue — to  be  tapped  at  pleasure. 


Scripts  "Two  Sons" 

Hollywood — Warren  Duff  scripts  “Two 
Sons”  for  Warner.  James  Cagney  and  Pat 
O’Brien  will  be  featured  and  Michael  Cur- 
tiz directs. 


— Henry  A.  Provisor  Photo 

Meets  the  King — 

This  picture  shows  C.  W.  Taylor,  man- 
ager of  the  Playhouse  Theatre  at  Port- 
age la  Prairie,  shaking  hands  with 
King  George,  as  Her  Majesty  greets 
another  officer.  Major  Taylor,  com- 
manding the  31th  Field  Battery,  was 
one  of  the  two  officers  in  charge  of 
arrangements  for  the  reception  in  his 
town. 

Protest  Shutdown 
Ends  in  Quebec 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

theatres.  We  are  merely  preparing  some 
sort  of  service  for  the  people  of  Quebec 
in  case  it  is  needed.” 

After  reading  the  official  reply  by  the 
theatre  interests  to  the  city’s  suggestion 
that  they  give  the  tax  a year’s  trial. 
Mayor  Borne  commented:  “If  all  com- 
panies in  Quebec  decided  to  close  down 
because  of  a new  increase  in  taxation, 
we’d  be  in  a fine  situation,  wouldn’t  we?” 
He  added  that  the  city  was  not  seeking 
the  levy  from  the  theatre  owners  but  from 
the  people  who  attend  the  shows. 

A statement  on  behalf  of  the  theatres 
said  the  limit  of  taxation  had  been  reach- 
ed in  Quebec,  not  only  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness, but  among  property-owners  and  bus- 
inesses generally.  “If  the  city  adminis- 
tration cannot  be  carried  on  without  ad- 
ditional taxes,  then  we  should  have  some 
reform  in  the  administration.”  Reduced, 
not  increased,  taxation,  the  protest  said, 
was  “necessary  to  give  business  and  the 
individual  a chance  to  live  and  prosper. 


and  in  so  doing  to  bring  prosperity  to 
others.” 

Theatre  spokesmen  said:  “It  is  impos- 
sible to  tax  the  people  any  more  than 
they  paid  previously  for  this  type  of 
amusement.  Taxation  has  already  reach- 
ed the  stage  where  the  prices  it  is  neces- 
sary to  ask  for  motion  pictures  exceed  what 
was  formerly  paid  for  high  class  operas 
and  plays  on  the  legitimate  stage,  and,  at 
the  present  time,  money  is  not  so  easily 
secured  as  it  was  then.  Recreation  and 
amusement  were  never  more  necessary. 
Business,  as  a general  rule,  is  bad;  people 
are  anxious  and  nervous;  everything  is  in 
a state  of  tension,  and  the  theatre  in  the 
evening  is  a necessary  alleviation  of  the 
strain.” 

Missed  by  Tourists 

The  theatre  managers  contend  that 
tourists  who  arrived  in  the  city  also  de- 
sired amusement.  “They  have  been  driv- 
ing around  all  day  seeing  the  sights,  but 
when  it  comes  to  evening,  they  like  to  re- 
lax in  a theatre  and  see  a picture  or  two.” 
The  theatre  is  the  only  amusement  the 
city  of  Quebec  has  to  offer,  and  if  it  has 
to  be  advertised  that  Quebec  has  no  thea- 
tres, tourists  will  go  elsewhere.” 

A prominent  Quebec  business  man  add- 
ed: “It  would  be  bad  enough  if  the  thea- 
tre were  the  only  line  of  business  affected, 
but  hotels,  restaurants,  cafes,  ice  cream 
parlors,  cigar  stores,  and  stores  in  gen- 
eral all  report  a slump  in  trade,  because 
there  is  nothing  to  bring  people  down 
town.” 

Hope  that  the  dispute  would  soon  be 
settled  was  aroused  even  before  the  mayor’s 
conference  with  the  Premier,  when  the 
civic  head  stated  that  he  was  “pretty  well 
fed  up  with  the  whole  affair.”  The  mayor 
said  the  civic  budget  calls  for  $40,000  from 
the  theatre  tax. 


Number  of  Top  Flight 
Shifts  in  Winnipeg 

Winnipeg  — A number  of  important 
changes  will  take  place  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  higher  film  circles  in  the  city. 
When  Frank  Willis  of  the  Metropolitan 
and  Don  Gauld  of  Western  Theatres,  Ltd., 
return  from  vacationing,  Willis  is  sched- 
uled to  transfer  to  the  management  of 
the  Orpl\eum  at  Port  William  while  Gauld 
will  assume  the  post  of  manager  of  the 
Metropolitan  in  Winnipeg.  Frank  Ker- 
shaw, formerly  district  manager  for  F-P 
in  Winnipeg,  will  take  over  the  job  of 
general  manager  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.  E.  Zorn,  formerly  of  Calgary,  now  is 
occupying  the  past  formerly  held  by  Ker- 
shaw. 

These  transfers  may  be  subject  to  last 
minute  changes  but  at  time  of  writing 
there  was  no  indication  that  they  would 
not  go  into  effect. 
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Thank  you^ 

Mr,  Mason! 

. . .We  appreciate  your  kind 
letter  and  hope  you  will 
have  the  opportunity  of 
recommending  our  products 
to  some  theatre  manager 
who  wants  — ”the  best  his 
money  can  buy”. 


Dominion  Sound  Equipments 

LIMITED 

Head  Office:  1620  Notre  Dame  Street  West,  IVIontreal 

Branches  AT:  HALIFAX  TORONTO  WINNIPEG  REGINA  CALGARY  ° VANCOUVER 


NATIONAL 
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JNFORMAL  meetings  of  Montreal  exhibi- 
tors have  found  plenty  of  scope  for  dis- 
cussion in  the  possibility  that  the  Que- 
bec situation  where  theatres  are  closed  in 
protest  against  additional  taxation  might 
be  extended  to  Montreal  if  the  Quebec 
City  Council  were  to  win  the  dispute.  If 
that  were  the  case  and  additional  tax- 
ation were  imposed  on  Montreal  theatres, 
local  exhibitors  believe  the  policy  to  fol- 
low would  be  to  close  the  theatres  imme- 
diately— not  wait  for  a month  as  was  done 
in  Quebec. 

Another  matter  which  is  causing  ex- 
change of  views  and  a great  deal  of  caus- 
tic comment  is  the  prosecution  of  local 
theatres  which,  acting  in  good  faith,  al- 
lowed children  to  see  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs’’  in  contravention  of 
the  provincial  ban  on  admission  of  juve- 
niles under  16  to  motion  picture  shows. 
Heavy  fines  have  been  inflicted  on  a num- 
ber of  theatre  managers  against  whom 
cases  were  made  for  every  day  they  show- 
ed “Snow  White.”  The  injustice  of  these 
prosecutions  is  resented  by  the  public  who 
remember  well  that  when  Premier  Duplessis 
gave  permission  for  the  film  to  be  shown 
to  children  at  the  Palace  Theatre,  Mon- 
treal, it  VMS  the  general  understanding 
that  the  ban  was  removed,  so  far  as  the 
film  was  concerned,  not  merely  from  the 
Palace  but  from  all  theatres. 

Golf  is  becoming  the  theatre  managers’ 
favorite  summer  sport.  Four  west-end 
managers  were  invited  to  participate  in  a 
tournament  at  Hampstead  Golf  Course  or- 
ganized by  the  Notre  Dame  de  Grace 
Business  Men’s  League.  One  of  the  mana- 
gers declined  because  he  had  never  handled 
a golf  club.  What  happened  to  the  others 
we  shall  know  next  week. 

“Bill”  Wright  of  the  Monkland,  C.  J. 
Decle  of  the  Empress  and  Phil  Godel  of 
the  W estmount  are  asked  to  turn  in  their 
golf  scores. 

Major  Richard  Lloyd  George,  son  of  the 
famous  statesman,  has  formed  a new  Brit- 
ish film  company  in  partnership  with  Ru- 
dolf Jess,  refugee  German  film  agent.  An 
agricultui-al  instructional  film  in  which  the 
elder  Lloyd  George  explains  his  theories 
and  experiments  will  be  one  of  the  first 
productions. 

Nova  Scotia’s  film  troubles  are  not  over 
yet.  A meeting  to  discuss  them  was  held 
by  exhibitors  of  the  province  the  other 
day,  nearly  40  turning  up  at  the  Lord 
Nelson  Hotel,  Halifax.  A.  J.  Mason  of 
Springhill,  presided.  Later  a banquet  was 
held  to  which  distributors  were  invited. 

Presence  of  mind  was  exhibited  by  fans 
attending  the  Town  Hall  cinema  at  Orillia 
when  lightning  struck  the  building..  In- 
stead of  rushing  in  panic  to  the  doors 
when  the  lights  went  out  the  audience, 
after  ascertaining  that  there  was  no  fire, 
whiled  away  the  time  by  community  sing- 
ing. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  as  Michael 
Brooke,  acted  in  Hollywood  films,  arrived 
at  Quebec  last  weekend  on  the  Empress 
of  Britain — Jacqueline  Nash,  nine-year-old 
Canadian  girl,  made  her  motion  picture 


debut  in  “They  Shall  Have  Music”  in  which 
Jascha  Heifetz,  famous  violinist,  also  made 
his  first  film  appearance. 

John  Reidy,  manager  of  the  Princess, 
announces  completion  of  installation  of  an 
air  conditioning  system  . . . Air  condi- 
tioning systems  are  now  in  operation  in 
the  Snowdon,  Savoy,  York,  Capitol,  Pal- 
ace and  Princess  theatres.  All  appeared 
to  benefit  during  the  hot  spell,  as  it  was 
noticed  that  audiences  were  larger  than 
usual. 

Outdoor  rivals  of  the  “movies”  include 
a circus,  and  an  opera,  performance  “under 
the  stars”  on  Mount  Royal,  where  already 
symphony  concerts  under  Jean-Marie 
Beaudet,  musical  director  of  CBC,  have 
been  arranged. 

Fifty  years  ago  on  June  21  British  Pro- 
visional Patent  No.  10,131,  was  granted 
to  William  Fi-eise-Greene,  giving  the  world 
its  first  cinematograph.  Freise- Greene’s 
claim  to  be  the  pioneer  motion  picture  in- 
ventor was  admitted  in  a New  York  court 
in  1910. 

Premier  Maurice  Duplessis  announces  the 
appointment  of  Herve  Roche,  K.  C.,  re- 
tired Montreal  lawyer,  as  temporary  head 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec  board  of  mo- 
tion picture  censors.  He  replaces  Arthur 
Laramee,  K.  C.,  who  was  recently  ap- 
pointed a juvenile  court  judge. 

Walter  Kruse,  proprietor  of  the  Royal 
Theatre,  Gaspe,  which  recently  burned 


From  a Column 


Montreal  — Lionel  Shapiro,  Montreal 
Gazette’s  Broadway  columnist,  picked  up 
a good  Canadian  story  about  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police  who  are  pre- 
senting a musical  ride  at  the  World’s  Fair. 

During  the  evenings,  the  Mounties  may 
be  seen  wandering  in  pairs  along  Broad- 
way. 

One  night  two  were  striding  along  42nd 
St.,  between  Eighth  and  Broadway,  when 
they  stopped  short  in  front  of  a 15-cent 
house.  The  film  attraction  was  “Renfrew 
of  the  Mounties”  and  the  doorman  of  the 
theatre  was  resplendent  in  a R.C.M.P. 
uniform.  The  Mounties  looked  at  the 
doorman  and  the  latter  greeted  them  with 
a sheepish  grin. 

Immediately  a crowd  of  sightseers  gath- 
ered about  the  trio  to  enjoy  the  spectacle. 
Crowds  on  42nd  St.  thicken  like  magic 
around  any  distraction  and  soon  the  side 
walk  was  completely  blocked.  A perspir- 
ing policeman  pushed  his  way  through  to 
the  center  of  things. 

“Come  on,  boys,”  he  growled,  “Break  it 
up,  break  it  up.” 

The  doorman,  good  servant  that  he  was, 
began  to  spiel  the  glories  of  the  film  at- 
traction inside  as  though  to  prove  his 
right  to  be  standing  at  that  particular 
spot. 

The  policeman  nudged  the  two  Moun- 
ties. 

“Come  on,  you  guys,”  he  grunted,  “Back 
to  your  own  theatres.” 


down,  announces  his  intention  to  rebuild 
on  a larger  scale. 

Complaint  is  being  made  in  La\icashire 
that  some  theatre  managements  are  levy- 
ing blackmail  on  courting  couples  by  tell- 
ing them  the  cheaper  seats  are  all  sold, 
the  idea  being  that  the  youth  will  pay  for 
the  more  expensive  seats  rather  than  ap- 
pear mean  in  the  eyes  of  his  girl  friend. 

Is  it  etiquette  to  remove  your  jacket  in 
the  theatre  during  a heat  wave?  A tour- 
ist back  from  Texas  tells  of  joining  a 
theatre  party.  They  noticed  that  most  of 
the  men  removed  their  coats  so  they  did 
the  same.  “We  had  not  noticed  that  the 
others  were  all  wearing  belts,”  he  remark- 
ed. “As  soon  as  we  removed  our  jackets, 
an  attendant  swooped  down  on  us.  ‘You 
guys  in  suspenders  put  on  your  coats,’  he 
ordered.  Will  it  make  any  difference  that 
this  summer  many  of  the  girls  are  wear- 
ing suspenders?” 

Sir  John  Simon  announced  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons  that  he  had  de- 
cided to  drop  the  proposed  duty  of  nine 
cents  a foot  on  photographic  plates  and 
films,  besides  wiping  out  the  excise  duty 
on  films. 

Visiting  Canada  en  route  to  London  from 
Hollywood,  Frank  D.  Siddall  announced 
that  he  has  obtained  the  consent  of 
Deanna  Dui’bin  and  her  parents  to  the 
star’s  appearance  at  a charity  show  in 
London  next  spring  in  aid  of  the  London 
Hospital.  Mr.  Siddall  also  reported  that 
Douglas  Taylor,  British  baritone,  who  has 
been  appearing  in  Canada,  has  been  given 
a contract  to  take  part  in  the  Technicolor 
version  of  “Desert  Song.” 

Will  Fyffe  is  going  to  play  the  part  of 
“Rob  Roy”  in  a British  film  about  the 
Highland  raider  . . . Hot  weather  is  bring- 
ing out  the  traveling  IQmm  film  operators 
who  can  be  seen  weekends  in  the  summer 
resorts,  and  evenings  in  many  villages  on 
motor  roads  within  a short  run  of  Mon- 
treal. 

On  the  way  from  Vancouver  to  his  home 
in  Hamilton,  Ont.,  Jack  Bain,  Vancouver 
manager  of  Dominion  Sound  Equipments, 
Ltd.,  who  is  on  his  vacation,  halted  a 
couple  of  days  in  Montreal  where  he  con- 
ferred with  the  head  office  executives  . . . 
Lloyd  C.  Pearson,  sales  manager  of  Do- 
minion Sound,  is  vacationing  on  the  Maine 
coast  and  will  take  in  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair  before  returning  to  harness. 


A Film  to  Princesses 

Montreal — A motion  picture  record  of 
the  welcome  given  Their  Majesties  by  20,- 
000  Hamilton,  Ont.,  school  children  June  7 
will  be  sent  to  the  Princesses  Elizabeth  and 
Margaret  Rose  as  a gift  from  the  pupils. 
Cost  of  recording  400  feet  of  film,  par- 
tially in  color,  has  been  defrayed  by  a 
repeat  performance  of  the  physical  edu- 
cation display  in  Hamilton  Stadium. 


"Herbert"  Vocal  Director 

Hollywood — Max  Terr  has  been  signed 
by  Paramount  as  vocal  director  on  “Victor 
Herbert.” 
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F-P's  21si  Parley 
May  Be  Biggest 

Toronto — The  21st  annual  sales  conven- 
tion of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  to 
be  held  at  Niagara  Falls  for  the  four  days 
commencing  July  24,  looms  as  the  big- 
gest event  of  its  kind  in  the  company’s 
history.  Leading  officials  of  the  major 
film  companies  in  the  United  States  are 
expected  to  attend  the  functions  and  gen- 
eral business  sessions  at  which  theatre 
managers  from  coast  to  coast  will  be  pres- 
ent for  the  first  time. 

A special  feature  of  the  conclave,  which 
is  being  held  in  the  General  Brock  Hotel, 
will  be  a “Show  of  Showmanship”  for 
which  the  film  exchanges  have  been  in- 
vited to  prepare  substantial  exhibits  to 
announce  product  of  the  new  season  or 
their  star  players  and  there  is  an  intima- 
tion that  several  screen  celebrities  will 
make  a personal  appearance.  All  displays 
are  to  be  uniform  in  size,  8x10  feet,  but  no 
limit  has  been  placed  on  their  type  of 
construction  or  cost.  Examples  of  theatre 
campaigns  are  also  to  be  shown. 


Famous  Players  Shares  Are 
Offered  by  Greenshields 

Montreal — A limited  offering  of  shares 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  is  be- 
ing made  by  Greenshields  & Co.,  at  a price 
of  not  more  than  $23.50  a share. 

Commenting  on  the  improved  position 
of  the  company,  the  prospectus  shows  $5,- 
792,000  added  to  depreciation  since  1930; 
funded  debt  and  mortgages  reduced  by 
over  $3,000,000  or  more  than  30  per  cent; 
interest  payments  cut  by  more  than  half, 
minority  interests  reduced  by  25  per  cent; 
net  working  capital  increased  by  better 
than  $400,000. 

Profits  available  for  dividends  in  1938 
were  equal  to  $2.38  a share,  the  best  since 
the  depression  began.  The  only  capital 
obligation  senior  to  the  common  shares  is 
$6,700,000,  there  being  no  preferred  shares. 
Mortgages  outstanding  appear  at  $587,015. 


Mrs.  Charles  Ramage  Loses 
Parents  in  Auto  Accident 

Toronto — An  automobile  traffic  acci- 
dent near  Toronto  in  which  five  relatives 
were  killed  brought  sorrow  to  the  film 
trade  officials  in  Canada  through  the  be- 
reavement to  the  wife  of  Charles  Ramage, 
for  many  years  a popular  executive  of 
Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  whose  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Lang  of  Toronto,  were  among 
those  killed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramage  are 
well-known  in  Toronto  where  he  was  with 
the  Toronto  branch  of  Regal  Films  for 
a long  time  before  his  appointment  as 
Regal  branch  manager  at  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

An  uncle  of  Mrs.  Ramage  also  was  killed 
in  the  crash  which  occurred  when  two 
automobiles  collided  at  a road  intersec- 
tion. Many  messages  were  sent  from  To- 
ronto to  the  Ramages. 


Assign  Bernard  Schubert 
Holly'wood — “Headline  News,”  the  Her- 
man Schlom  production  for  Republic,  will 
be  screen  treated  by  Bernard  Schubert. 


Toronto  Sales  Manager 
For  Dominion  Sound 


ELIHU  THOMSON 


Toronto  — Elihu  (Bud)  Thomson  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  sales  depart- 
ment in  the  Toronto  district  for  Dominion 
Sound  Equipments,  Ltd.,  procedure  which 
calls  for  a division  of  the  work  of  the 
operating  and  sales  departments.  S.  A. 
Goldhammer,  who  for  the  past  several 
years  has  been  in  charge  of  sales,  installa- 
tions and  service  for  the  firm,  will  devote 
all  of  his  time  to  the  supervision  of  the 
operating  department,  which  includes  in- 
stallation of  new  equipment  and  service. 

Thomson  graduated  from  McGill  Uni- 
versity in  1931  with  a bachelor  of  engi- 
neering degree  and  immediately  joined  the 
Northern  Electric  Co.,  where  he  became 
active  in  departments  including  cost  esti- 
mates and  in  the  special  products  division 
as  sales  equipment  engineer.  He  was 
transferred  to  Dominion  Sound  in  1937 
as  acoustical  sales  equipment  engineer  of 
the  Montreal  district. 


Montreal  — “Business  is  better,”  said 
F.  E.  Peters,  general  manager  of  Domin- 
ion Sound  Equipments,  Ltd.,  in  comment- 
ing on  the  appointment  of  Elihu  Thomson 
as  manager  of  the  sales  department  for 
the  Toronto  district.  “In  fact,”  he  added, 
“our  business  in  the  Toronto  district  has 
expanded  to  such  an  extent  that  we  have 
considered  it  advisable  to  divide  the  work 
of  the  operating  and  sales  departments  in 
order  that  we  may  be  in  a position  to  pro- 
vide a better  all-around  service  to  our 
customers  there.” 


F-P  and  B&F  Theatres  Tie 
With  Toronto  Soap  Firm 

Toronto — Fifteen  theatres  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  and  B&F  Theatres 
have  combined  in  a city-wide  tieup  with 
the  makers  of  “Jif,”  a washing  soap  com- 
pound, in  which  juveniles  will  be  admit- 
ted free  to  specified  performances  on  pre- 
sentation of  the  tops  from  two  containers, 
the  offer  holding  good  for  one  month. 
The  theatres  in  all  sections  of  the  city 
with  the  exception  of  the  downtown  area 
are  displaying  “Jif”  announcements  in  the 
lobbies. 


No  Lull  in  Clearance 
Fight  by  League 

Toronto — The  Anti-Protection  League 
of  Canada  is  obviously  not  heeding  any 
overtures  for  peace  on  the  issue  of  clear- 
ance reform  and  has  apparently  turned 
down  the  suggestion  that  the  protection 
problem  can  be  ironed  out  without  delay 
by  the  conciliation  committee  of  the  To- 
ronto board  of  trade  film  section.  The 
suggestion  had  been  thi’own  out  by  the 
spokesman  for  the  board  that  immediate 
negotiations  could  be  opened  if  the  inde- 
pendents would  present  their  proposals  in 
writing  and  if  general  basic  principles  were 
agreed  upon  on  which  to  build  new  sche- 
dules. 

This  suggestion  has  been  turned  down 
by  the  League  for  several  reasons.  Infor- 
mation has  been  supplied  that  the  first  ob- 
jective of  the  League  is  country-wide  or- 
ganization of  independents  and  an  alliance 
of  exhibitor  associations.  After  this  has 
been  done,  the  league  will  proceed  to  call 
a general  meeting  for  the  adoption  of  a 
plan  of  action  to  be  backed  by  the  full 
power  of  a maximum  number  of  indepen- 
dent theatre  owners.  Toronto  has  been 
organized  practically  100  per  cent,  it  has 
been  announced  by  Harold  Kay,  proprie- 
tor of  the  Fox  Theatre,  Toronto,  who  was 
delegated  to  secure  the  local  roundup.  The 
British  Columbia  Independent  Theatres 
Ass’n  has  lined  up  for  the  fray  and  the 
exhibitors  of  Quebec  are  also  assured,  it  is 
declared.  The  league  has  not  halted  its 
membership  drive  for  a moment,  it  is  stat- 
ed, because  of  the  offer  to  negotiate. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  no  existing 
committee  or  board  in  the  film  trade  in 
the  Dominion  is  acceptable  to  the  league 
for  a consideration  of  the  clearance  issue. 
The  word  “neutral”  has  been  used  in  this 
contention — meaning  that  a newly  created 
committee  having  third-party  direction 
and  representative  of  both  sides  on  an 
equal  basis  must  be  established  to  deal 
with  the  situation.  The  present  concilia- 
tion committee  in  Toronto  is  not  considered 
suitable,  it  is  said,  even  though  four  places 
on  that  committee  are  available  to  inde- 
pendents. Failure  of  a move  to  bring  about 
“neutral  arbitration,”  the  alternative  will 
be  recourse  to  legislative  assistance,  it  is 
stated.  Arbitrators  appointed  by  each  side 
would  have  to  be  empowered  to  reach  final 
decisions  and  to  create  the  method  of  un- 
challenged enforcement.  The  indepen- 
dents do  not  desire  compulsory  legislation 
by  governments,  it  is  said,  but  this  would 
be  sought  if  voluntary  methods  fail. 


Urges  Imperial  Theatre 

Kingston,  Ont. — A carefully  organized 
Imperial  Theatre  to  stimulate  interest  in 
the  drama  was  urged  by  Robertson  Davies 
former  Kingston  resident  who  has  taken 
up  the  stage  as  a career  in  England,  in 
an  address  before  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Kingston  Drama  Group. 


New  Hurley  Contract 

Hollywood — Harold  Hurley,  Paramount 
executive  producer,  has  drawn  a new  one- 
year  contract. 
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This  Show  Was 
A Knockout 

Toronto — James  O'Toole  of  Toronto, 
16mm  operator,  had  an  experience 
which  he  will  long  remember  when  he 
was  setting  up  the  equipment  for  a 
show  in  Manning  Hall  at  Coldwater 
during  an  electric  storm. 

O'Toole  was  knocked  over  by  a mys- 
terious electric  shock  and  was  rushed 
to  a hospital  where  he  was  found  to 
be  suffering  with  a form  of  paralysis 
which  brought  on  temporary  anuiesia. 
Examination  showed  he  had  suffered 
slight  bums  on  his  face  and  right  side. 

Following  the  use  of  restoratives, 
O'Toole  was  released  from  the  hospital 
in  lime  to  put  on  the  show  late  in  the 
evening. 


CAUL  GARY 

DAN  BOYLE,  theatre  operator  at  Macleod, 
and  Mark  Jenkins,  who  runs  a house 
at  Claresholm,  have  joined  forces  and 
acquired  theatres  at  Nanton,  Stavely  and 
Granum,  to  form  a small  chain  in  Alberta. 

Ke7i  Leach,  operating  the  Strand  and 
Variety  theatres  here,  returned  to  Calgary 
July  7 prior  to  the  eight-day  racing  that 
started  July  8.  Ken  has  been  having  some 
success  with  his  stable  at  Winnipeg  and 
hopes  to  repeat  during  Stampede  week. 

Matt  Skorey,  formerly  Universal  Films 
in  Omaha,  was  a visitor  here  with  his  wife. 
He  spent  a few  days  at  Banff  and  is  tak- 
ing in  the  Stampede  while  visiting  his 
brother,  Vernon  Skorey,  local  manager  of 
20th-Pox. 

J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  general  manager  for 
Canada  of  2Qth-Fox,  spent  a day  in  Cal- 
gary on  his  way  east. 

Vernon  Skorey,  manager  and  Frank 
Scott,  salesman,  left  for  Minneapolis  on 
July  6 to  join  the  meeting  inaugurating 
the  S.  R.  Kent  Drive. 

J.  B.  Barron  has  returned  from  a visit 
to  Winnipeg  with  nothing  to  report.  Con- 
trolling the  Grand  Theatre  here,  he  has 
been  paying  regular  visits  to  the  Manitoba 
capital,  from  which  pomt  was  issued  a 
story  that  he  was  looking  for  a theatre 
there.  He  will  neither  affirm  nor  deny 
this. 

Calgary  theatremen  are  preparing  for 
the  influx  of  country  visitors  to  the 
Stampede  to  offset  the  usual  dull  summer 
business  due  to  many  vacationists  leaving 
the  city. 


Campaign  With  Films 

Regina,  Sask. — Greater  use  of  motion 
pictures  in  the  forthcoming  federal  elec- 
tion campaign  is  rumored  here  with  re- 
ports one  of  the  political  parties  plans  to 
use  sound  films  of  prominent  figmes  to 
enliven  many  a country  campaign  meet- 
ing who  would  otherwise  be  unable  to 
reach  the  hinterlands. 


€>  T ir 

Y^ILLIAM  H.  PINE,  Paramount  associate 
producer,  is  visiting  in  the  Dominion 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  Cana- 
dian government  officials,  including  vet- 
erans of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police,  on  material  to  be  incorporated  in 
a feature  dealing  with  the  historic  red- 
coated  force  to  be  directed  by  Cecil  B. 
DeMille. 

“Royal  Bainiers  Over  Ottawa,”  the  color 
fihn  of  the  Royal  Visit  in  the  Canadian 
Capital,  proved  so  popular  at  the  Ottawa 
Capitol  that  it  was  held  over  for  a.  second 
week. 

Rosina  Lawrence,  Ottawa’s  latest  star 
contribution  to  the  screen,  has  been  mar- 
ried to  Judge  Juvenal  Marchisio  of  the 
Domestic  Relations  Court,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
They  have  gone  to  Italy  where  Miss  Law- 
rence will  appear  in  a picture  and,  on 
their  return,  will  reside  at  Monroe,  N.  Y. 

A.  J.  Laurie,  assistaiit  general  manager 
of  Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  visited 
Ottawa  on  business  durmg  the  course  of  a 
trip  through  eastern  Ontario  and  several 
points  hi  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Manager  I.  Singerman  of  the  Imperial 
Theatre,  Ottawa,  took  advantage  of  the 
current  Yo-Yo  flurry  by  staging  a contest 
on  the  stage  of  the  theatre  Saturday  af- 
ternoon. 

First-run  in  Ottawa  of  the  Louis  vs. 
Galento  fight  film  brought  a good  turn- 
out at  the  Centre  Theatre  for  Manager 
Don  Stapleton. 

Manager  Marshall  of  the  Rideau  The- 
atre has  announced  low  prices  for  the 
summer  of  15  cents  and  20  cents  to  5:30 
p.  m.  each  day  and  all  seats  at  25  cents 
after  5:30. 

The  Elgin  Theatre,  Lloyd  Mills  manager, 
brought  back  a screen  standby,  “Show- 
boat,”  on  a double  bill  for  three  days  and 
reported  good  returns. 

The  heat  and  humidity  in  Ottawa  have 
been  exceptionally  trying  and  local  ex- 
hibitors emphasized  the  advantage  of  air- 
conditioning  equipment  to  the  limit  with 
fair  results  in  the  way  of  patronage  but 
it  is  generally  admitted  that  business  has 
been  off-color  . . . The  front  offices  of  As- 
sociated Theatres,  Ltd.,  in  the  Film  Ex- 
change Bldg.,  have  been  remodeled  in  keep- 
ing with  the  structural  trend  of  other  of- 
fices in  the  building.  The  ceiling-high  par- 
titions have  been  removed  and,  in  their 
place,  is  a streamlined  curved  counter  with 
inquiry  desk  and  wickets. 

Henry  L.  Nathanson,  general  manager  of 
Regal  Eilms,  Ltd.,  is  spending  these  warm 
days  at  his  spacious  and  palatial  country 
estate  in  the  Don  Valley,  north  of  Toronto. 

Eastern  Theatres,  Ltd.,  operating  the  big 
Imperial  Theatre  here,  has  announced  pay- 
ment of  its  current  half-yearly  interest 
of  31/2  per  cent  on  the  preferred  shares 
of  the  company. 

The  Grover  Theatre,  Danforth  Ave.  unit 
of  the  B&F  chain  of  neighborhood  houses. 


has  been  closed  for  a month  and  exten- 
sive remodeling  is  under  way.  It  seats  810. 

Paul  Nathanson,  vice-president  of  Em- 
pire-Universal Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  has 
returned  from  a trip  to  New  York.  Clair 
Hague,  Universal  representative  for  Can- 
ada, has  been  feeling  inspired  since  at- 
tending the  Picture  Pioneers’  Rally  in 
Gotham. 

A memorable  occasion  was  the  first  visit 
in  three  years  to  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg, 
of  a veteran  local  exhibitor,  Hyman  King, 
of  the  King’s  Playhouse  and  Grant  The- 
atres, who  had  suffered  a long  and  serious 
illness.  He  was  given  a.  grand  welcome. 

Tony  Allevato,  independent  exhibitor  of 
Rouyn,  famous  mining  town  of  northern 
Canada,  has  been  staying  in  Toronto  to 
prepare  plans  for  the  building  of  a the- 
atre in  Wallaceburg  in  western  Ontario. 

R.  Main,  supervisor  of  Associated  Thea- 
tres, Ltd.,  has  announced  the  current  re- 
opening of  the  Capitol  Theatre  at  Belle- 
ville, Ont.  The  Bata  Shoe  Company  of 
Czecho-Slovakia  has  acquired  a site  of 
1,500  acres  near  Belleville  for  the  imme- 
diate establishment  of  a large  industry  to 
supply  local  and  foreign  markets.  The 
Capitol,  which  seats  829  persons,  was  closed 
early  last  spring  but  business  conditions 
have  improved  a great  deal  in  Belleville. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hambleton  of  Sim- 
coe,  Ont.,  spent  several  busy  days  in  To- 
ronto. They  own  two  theatres  in  Simcoe, 
two  in  Tillsonburg  and  one  in  Delhi,  and 
they  are  welcome  visitors  along  Filmrow. 

Harry  Clarfield  has  installed  a CTR 
sound  system  in  the  Queen’s  Theatre,  of 
which  he  is  the  owner.  Similar  equipment 
has  been  placed  in  the  Classic  Theatre. 

Mrs.  F^'ank  Fisher,  wife  of  the  Toronto 
branch  manager  of  Empire-Universal 
Films,  Ltd.,  has  gained  further  distinction 
on  the  tennis  courts  in  Canada  after  fig- 
uring in  the  top  flight  of  champions  last 
year.  In  the  recent  Ontario  championship 
tournament  in  Toronto  she  won  the  senior 
ladies’  single  title  and  was  also  one  of 
the  winners  in  the  ladies’  doubles  cham- 
pionship. At  the  subsequent  Quebec  Pro- 
vincial Championships  she  was  one  of  the 
winning  pair  in  the  ladies’  doubles.  Fisher 
himself  is  a former  tennis  champion  but 
has  been  too  busy  this  season  to  make  a 
bid  for  further  honors. 

Sam  Korman,  proprietor  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Rouyn,  and  the  Palace  Theatre 
in  Englehart,  northern  Ontario,  has  been 
in  Toronto  to  purchase  new  equipment  for 
the  theatre  which  is  to  be  re-opened  at 
Haileybury,  in  the  Cobalt  mining  district, 
late  in  August. 

“I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany,” 
released  in  Canada  by  B.  W.  Silver  of 
Colonial  Pictures,  Toronto,  has  been  passed 
by  the  Quebec  board  of  moving  picture 
censors  without  an  elimination  after  which 
it  had  its  first  run  at  the  Orpheum  The- 
atre, Montreal. 

With  his  family  established  at  Bow- 
manville  Beach,  Tom  Ross,  proprietor  of 
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the  Royal  Theatre,  Bowmanville,  came  to 
town  to  attend  to  business  details.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  Saso  of  the  Capitol,  Barrie, 
motored  in  to  check  bookings  while  F. 
GiascM  of  the  King  George,  Huntsville, 
called  at  various  distributing  offices.  S. 
Kirby,  owner  of  the  Capitol  at  Paris,  Ont., 
made  one  of  his  infrequent  visits  and  from 
Niagara  Falls  came  R.  Beaumonte  of  the 
Hollywood  Theatre. 

Sid.  Goldstone,  manager  and  part-owner 
of  the  new  Centre  Theatre  at  Peterboro, 
Ont.,  was  in  Toronto  and  reported  good 
business  since  the  house  opened  last 
February. 

A.  W.  Perry,  general  manager  of  Em- 
pire-Universal Films,  Ltd.,  has  been  mak- 
ing an  inspection  trip  of  the  eastern  Ca- 
nadian branches  at  Montreal  and  St.  John, 
N.  B. 

“6,000  Enemies,”  current  feature  dealing 
with  prison  life,  was  booked  into  Loew’s 
Theatre  for  first  run  but  the  date  had  to 
be  cancelled  because  the  film  was  held 
up  for  further  consideration  by  the  On- 
tario board  of  moving  picture  censors. 

Tourists  from  the  United  States  over 
the  Fourth  of  July  were  comparatively 
few  in  Toronto  this  year  and  local  exhibi- 
tors were  of  the  opinion  that  many  of  them 
had  visited  Canada  at  the  time  of  the 
Royal  Visit  and  did  not  return  for  the 
summer  holiday. 

Helen  Mason,  of  the  Toronto  branch  of 
General  Rims,  Ltd.,  has  returned  to  town 
after  a lengthy  business  stay  in  New  York 
City.  This  company  specializes  in  16mm 
releases  and  projection  equipment. 

i4..  A.  Lee  of  Gaumont-British,  New  York, 
is  spending  his  annual  holiday  at  Royal 
Canadian  Island,  one  of  the  famed  10,000 
islands  of  Georgian  Bay,  Ontario. 

Stewart  Reburn,  Canadian  figure  skat- 
ing champion  who  partnered  with  Sonja 
Henie  in  skating  sequences  of  “Second 
Fiddle,”  has  returned  to  Toronto  from 
Hollywood  for  a brief  rest  and  will  go  to 
Hollywood  in  August  to  prepare  for  a sec- 
ond picture. 

Douglas  Taylor,  British  actor  and  singer, 
visited  in  Toronto  for  several  days  on  his 
way  back  to  England  from  Hollywood.  He 
announced  he  would  return  shortly  to  be- 
gin work  in  “Desert  Song”  in  which  he 
will  have  the  role  of  the  Red  Shadow. 

Toronto  exhibitors  had  to  contend  with 
their  annual  circus  opposition  on  July  13 
when  the  Ringling  Bros.-Barnum  & Bailey 
outfit  played  a one-day  engagement.  The 
circus  previously  played  two  days  in  Mon- 
treal and  one  in  Ottawa. 

Jay  L.  Lewis,  editor  of  Canadian  Mov- 
ing Picture  Digest,  is  to  be  the  manager 
of  the  Pylon  Theatre  which  is  to  be  erected 
on  College  St.,  Toronto,  by  Ray  Lewis,  pub- 
lisher of  the  magazine. 

Charlie  Dentelbeck,  projection  engineer 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  To- 
ronto, spent  several  days  in  Hamilton  to 
check  equipment  in  theatres. 

Manager  Al.  Sedgewick  of  the  Belsize 
Theatre,  Toronto,  has  secured  a half-page 


^HE  TIVOLI,  Saskatoon,  is  advertising  in 

full  the  features  of  its  newsreel,  includ- 
ing all  captions  as  they  are  presented  on 
the  screen.  It  is  claimed  people  today  are 
vitally  interested  in  the  reels  and  often 
judge  a dubious  bill  by  what  shows  therein 
. . . Harry  Houghton,  sports  supervisor  at 
Prince  Albert  National  Park,  and  a por- 
cupine that  refused  to  get  off  the  road  for 
an  approaching  carload  of  British  natural- 
ists will  probably  be  seen  in  the  newsreels 
soon.  One  of  the  party  shot  pictures  as 
Houghton  sought  to  induce  the  little  ani- 
mal to  move  and  wound  up  by  being  chased 
down  the  road  in  a shower  of  quills. 

With  bumper  crops  in  the  offing,  Rock- 
glen,  m the  heart  of  Saskatchewan’s  (a 
year  ago)  dust  bowl,  is  going  to  get  a new 
motion  picture  house.  Walter  Pyle  of  As- 
siniboia  and  Gordon  Hoffos  have  present- 
ed a plan  to  the  Rockglen  hoard  of  trade. 

Giveaway  nights  are  now  being  featured 
at  the  Nada  Theatre,  Battleford,  every 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  . . . 
General  Films,  Regina,  has  nearly  com- 
pleted the  shooting  of  a picture  dealing 
with  life  in  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police.  It  is  aimed  for  a Universal  short 
and  principally  deals  with  the  training  life 
of  a typical  recruit.  Regina  is  training 
headquarters.  Peter  George  directed  the 
camera  work  the  past  18  months. 

Efforts  of  the  Regina  ptihlic  school  board 
to  get  support  for  its  request  to  the  pro- 
vincial government  department  of  educa- 
tion to  change  the  school  summer  holiday 
season  from  July  1- August  31  as  at  pres- 
ent, to  June  \b-August  15  have  received 
mixed  replies  so  far.  Saskatooji,  second 
largest  city  in  Saskatchewan,  has  turned 

E,  /.  Ryan  Gets  Contract 
For  House  in  Vancouver 

Vancouver — A $20,500  contract  was  let 
to  the  E.  J.  Ryan  Construction  Co.  for  the 
erection  of  a theatre  to  replace  the  old 
Princess  here. 

Plans  call  for  a building  122  feet  deep 
with  a 50-foot  front.  The  walls  are  to 
be  of  reinforced  concrete  with  a roof  of 
laminated  timber  and  an  ornamental 
stucco  front.  “Lido”  has  been  suggested 
as  the  new  name. 

Details  of  the  interior  decoration  have 
not  yet  been  approved,  but  it  is  an- 
nounced the  house  will  have  a seating 
capacity  of  868 — 672  in  the  auditorium, 
196  in  the  balcony. 


advertising  tieup  with  a community  news- 
paper in  a.  jumbled  word  contest  which  is 
costing  him  five  double  passes  each  week. 
Twenty-two  local  merchants  are  partici- 
pating in  the  stunt. 

The  Casino  Theatre,  in  downtown  To- 
ronto, secured  good  crowds  during  a hot 
spell  with  the  exclusive  first-run  showing 
of  the  Joe  Louis-Tony  Galento  fight  pic- 
tures as  an  added  attraction,  the  response 
to  this  film  being  much  greater  than  for 
other  recent  fight  pictures. 


it  down.  The  move  would  be  sure  to  have 
effect  on  theatre  boxoffices,  making  the 
summer  exodus  earlier. 

Jack  Cassidy,  once  with  the  Alf  T.  Lane 
stock  company  that  played  the  Grand  The- 
atre for  years  when  it  was  a legit  house, 
back  in  the  city  renewing  acquaintances 
with  O.  Bowes,  manager.  The  Grand  now 
is  a motion  picture  house.  Cassidy  re- 
sides in  Vancouver,  Wash.  . . . Deanna 
Durbin  made  a promise  to  go  to  England 
to  participate  in  a charity  show  for  a 
$2,000,000  fund  of  a London  hospital  and 
now  she  will  keep  it,  according  to  Frank 
D.  Siddall,  in  charge  of  the  campaign. 
He  passed  through  the  west  en  route  home 
from  Hollywood  where  he  saw  the  Winni- 
peg-born star’s  parents. 

Bill  Novak,  manager  of  the  Capitol,  Re- 
gina, off  on  a combined  business  and  pleas- 
ure jaunt  to  Winnipeg  and  Minneapolis 
by  car  . . . Big  crowds  filled  the  Orpheum, 
Prince  Albert,  for  the  annual  cooking 
school  sponsored  by  the  theatre  and  vari- 
ous merchants  ...  A 400-/oot  motion 
picture  record  of  the  welcome  given  Their 
Majesties,  King  George  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, on  their  visit  to  Hamilton,  Oiit.,  by 
20,000  school  children,  will  be  sent  to  the 
Prmcesses  Elizabeth  and  Margaret  Rose 
as  a gift  from  the  pupils.  It  is  partly  in 
color. 

German  agents  have  been  reported  from 
London,  Eng.,  to  have  been  taking  photo- 
graphs of  persons  entering  a theatre  where 
the  film,  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  was 
showing,  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  iden- 
tifications of  German  refugees  among  the 
audience.  The  charges  were  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  John  Parker,  La- 
bor M.  P. 


VlilCTCORIA 

^UE  to  the  opening  in  Victoria  of  the  an- 
nual summer  school  for  teachers,  thea- 
tres have  been  doing  extra  business  and 
hope  to  continue  doing  so. 

Cliff  Denham,  manager  of  the  Domin- 
ion Theatre,  is  not  the  only  one  in  his 
family  who  can  bring  home  the  golf 
trophies.  His  wife  recently  won  the  an- 
nual Spring  Cup  at  the  Colwood  Golf 
Club. 

J.  M.  Robertson  of  the  Capitol  has  left 
on  his  annual  vacation.  This  year  he  is 
traveling  south  and  will  take  in  the  Ex- 
position at  San  Francisco. 

“Naughty  But  Nice”  had  a good  opening 
at  the  Dominion  Theatre.  Newspaper  ad- 
vertising boosted  the  showing. 

The  Capitol  and  Dominion  theatres  have 
arranged  a standing  window  tieup  with 
a local  drug  store  situated  in  the  center 
of  town. 

Lucienne  Roy,  Associated  Screen  News 
photographer,  spent  a few  days  here  tak- 
ing shots  of  the  annual  Pacific  Northwest 
golf  tournament. 


BOXOFFICE  July  15,  1939 


83 


pxCEPTION  is  taken  to  an  illustrated 
article  appearing  in  a recent  issue  of 
Boxoffice  concerning  the  man  believed  to 
be  the  only  theatre  manager  in  Canada 
presented  to  Their  Majesties  during  the 
Royal  Visit.  Norman  W.  Mason,  manager 
as  well  as  owner  of  the  Academy  and 
Roseland  theatres,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  was 
not  only  presented  to  the  King  and  Queen 
but,  as  mayor  of  the  town,  welcomed  them 
to  New  Glasgow.  Being  a bachelor  at  the 
time.  Mason  requested  the  president  of 
the  local  Council  of  Women,  Mrs.  Stew- 
art, to  act  as  hostess  and  it  was  she  who 
presented  a bouquet  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Herman  Shawn  has  arrived  in  Saint  John 
from  Toronto  to  take  over  the  position  of 
office  manager  and  booker  with  the  Mari- 
time Film  Co. 

The  theatres  in  this  territory  are  not 
particularly  pleased  with  the  warm  summer 
weather  as  the  sole  idea  of  the  majority 
of  persons  seems  to  be  to  get  to  the  coun- 
try and  enjoy  the  out-of-doors  as  much 
as  they  possibly  can. 

Recent  visitors  to  Filmrow  included  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  V.  McLaughlin.  Newcastle, 
N.  B.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Williams,  Chip- 
man,  N.  B.;  T.  J.  O’Rourke,  Minto,  N.  B., 
arid  Carl  Nelson,  Parrsboro,  N.  S. 

Norman  W.  Mason,  theatre  owner  of 
New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  benedicts  on  July  3 when  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Jennie  Colena  MacGillivray 
at  Truro,  N.  S.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  are 
spending  their  honeymoon  visiting  Boston, 
New  York  and  other  American  cities. 

The  distributing  companies  have  resumed 
selling,  with  reservations,  in  the  Province 
of  Nova  Scotia.  Should  the  amendment 
to  the  Theatres,  Cinematographs  and 
Amusements  Act  adopted  by  the  legisla- 
ture at  the  last  session  be  proclaimed,  all 
new  contracts  shall,  at  the  option  of  the 
distributor,  be  null  and  void  and  of  no 
effect.  Needless  to  say,  more  than  one 
branch  manager  will  be  pleased  to  be 
traveling  that  territory  again. 


An  RCMP  Research  Chore 
Brings  DeMille  Aides 

Regina,  Sask. — Seeking  material  for  the 
next  production  on  the  schedule  of  Cecil 
B.  DeMille  for  Paramount,  a story  based 
on  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police, 
W.  H.  Pine,  associate  producer,  and  Frank 
Calvin,  in  charge  of  research  on  story 
construction,  were  visitors  here. 

Leaving  Calvin  behind,  Pine  went  on  by 
Trans  Canada  Airlines  to  Calgary  and  the 
west  after  a few  days.  He  flew  here  from 
Ottawa  where  he  also  was  busy  gathering 
information. 

Plane,  Arms  Manufacture 
Booms  Ontario  Centers 

Toronto  — Industrial  expansion  on  a 
large  scale  in  several  centers  of  Ontario 
with  the  establishment  of  large  plants  for 
the  manufacture  of  munitions,  including 
airplanes  and  metal  products  has  brought 
impetus  to  the  local  amusement  business. 


Two  Feature  Pictures  of 
Royal  Tour  Authorized 

Montreal — Authorization  has  been  given 
by  the  Dominion  government  to  Captain 
Frank  Badgley  of  the  motion  picture  bu- 
reau to  proceed  with  production  of  two 
feature  length  pictures,  one  to  be  in  color, 
of  Their  Majesties’  recent  visit  to  Canada 
and  the  United  States. 

The  regular  film  will  be  available  for 
use  in  theatres  and  schools,  not  only  in 
Canada,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire. 
The  color  film  will  be  used  for  more  spe- 
cialized purposes.  The  bureau  staff  and 
other  photographers  took  about  80,000  feet 
of  film  during  the  tour.  This  will  be  cut 
to  about  6,000  feet  for  the  featiure  length 
picture. 

The  bureau  is  being  deluged  by  letters 
from  Canadians  all  over  the  Dominion, 
making  inquiries  about  securing  this  or 
that  picture  of  the  King  and  Queen  that 
may  have  been  reproduced  in  some  news- 
paper or  other. 


Extends  William  Frawley 

Hollywood — Tire  acting  contract  of  Wil- 
liam Frawley  has  been  extended  by  Para- 
mount. 


pAMOUS  PLAYERS  theatre  managers 

of  British  Columbia  are  making  prepara- 
tions for  that  trek  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ont., 
to  attend  their  company’s  convention,  July 
24.  and  will  have  a car,  or  two,  to  them- 
selves as  there  will  be  about  30  from  this 
province  and  more  picked  up  along  the 
road.  Fi’ank  Gow  probably  will  not  leave 
Vancouver  with  the  rest,  as  he  may  go 
earlier,  to  join  them  at  the  Falls. 

Leo7i  Shelly,  Screenadz,  has  entered  the 
field  of  shorts  with  “Behind  the  Head- 
lines,” showing  the  buildup  of  a newspa- 
per story  from  the  time  it  breaks  to  its 
distribution  to  the  public  by  newsboys. 
Shot  partially  in  a local  newspaper  office 
and  on  the  city's  streets,  with  local  men 
as  characters,  the  presentation  was  well 
received  and  should  be  of  interest  to  audi- 
ences everywhere  who  generally  have  only 
a vague  idea  of  the  “how”  of  news. 

Bob  McEwan,  Star  Theatre,  has  elevated 
his  chin  by  several  degrees  since  he  made 
a hole-in-one.  Bob,  his  brother,  George, 
Music  Box;  Frank  Boothe,  Dunbar,  and 
Art  Grayburn,  manager  of  the  Booking 
and  Buying  circuit,  have  been  doing  some 
consistent,  and  persistent,  work  on  the 
greens,  and  would  ably  defend  Filmdom’s 
reputation  on  the  links. 

Tom  Shields,  Olympia  Theatre,  has 
booked  a wedding,  but  it  will  be  a private 
affair  with  his  daughter  playing  the  prin- 
cipal role  . . . Nat  Levant,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures, came  back  from  the  Island  tanned 
and  with  a satisfied  smile,  as  the  trip 
ivas  strictly  business  which  apparently  was 
quite  satisfactory  to  Nat. 

L.  A.  (Sonny)  Allen  has  received  a print 
of  “Mayerling,”  of  which  he  expects  great 
things,  but  says  it  will  probably  be  held 
over  until  the  start  of  the  fall  season. 


WIMWIPIIECGI 

HOT  summer  weather  with  crowds  out  at 

the  beaches  and  traveling  has  brought 
a slump  in  the  theatre  business  in  the 
city. 

With  the  coming  of  the  dog  days  ex- 
change men  are  opening  summer  resi- 
dences at  the  beaches,  forsaking  the  heat 
of  the  city  for  a weekend  breathing  spell. 

Of  interest  to  showmen  was  the  arrival 
in  the  city  during  the  week  of  a com- 
pany of  Negro  dancers  who  appeared  in 
the  films,  “The  Big  Broadcast  of  1936” 
and  “A  Day  at  the  Races.”  Headed  by 
Marty  May,  the  group  passed  through 
Winnipeg  as  members  of  the  Hollywood 
Hotel  Revue,  on  their  way  to  New  York. 
The  troupe  of  59  has  just  completed  a 
year’s  tour  of  Australia,  New  Zealand  and 
Honolulu  under  the  leadership  of  Robert 
Barre.  Speaking  of  the  trip,  Barre  said 
the  review  had  been  well  received  at  every 
theatre  they  had  played.  The  only  rub 
was  that  in  New  Zealand  they  had  to 
leave  their  money  behind  because  of  regu- 
lations which  stated  that  money  made  in 
New  Zealand  must  be  spent  there. 

Harold  Bishop  of  the  Capitol,  who  has 
been  vacationing  in  California,  returns  to 
the  job  this  week.  Nestor  Novak  has  been 
carrying  on  in  the  meantime. 

E.  Zorn,  the  new  Famous  Players  dis- 
trict manager,  has  assumed  his  new  duties 
here  . . . F.  H.  Kershaw  is  now  general 
manager  at  Western  Theatres  . . . Nathan 
Rothstein,  back  from  Kenora,  Ont.,  left 
on  an  inspection  tour  of  the  circuit. 

Sam  Lexier  of  LaSalle  Recreations  was 
here  . . . Calgary  visitors  to  Winnipeg  in- 
cluded K.  M.  Leach,  Strand;  J.  B.  Bar- 
ron, Grand,  and  John  Huzza  . . . Mrs.  D. 
Rosen,  Empire,  and  daughter  are  in  To- 
ronto for  the  summer  holidays. 

Hy  Swartz,  Empire,  has  taken  up  sum- 
mer residence  at  Wirmipeg  Beach  . . . 
Harry  Kohen,  Warners,  went  to  Calgary 
. . . Lou  Geller  has  joined  the  Exchange 
Club. 

Vic  Hammond,  Boissevain,  and  Dave 
Oliver,  Gladstone,  were  visitors  . . . Sam 
Karby  is  now  general  manager  of  the 
Zaitzow  circuit  . . . Jack  Zaitzow  and  fam- 
ily are  holidaying  in  California. 

Dave  Brickman,  Paramount  manager, 
won  a record  daily  double  . . . Leslie  Plot- 
ted, RKO  salesman,  has  been  promoted 
to  the  Toronto  branch.  His  many  friends 
wish  him  the  best  of  luck  . . . Meyer  Mark- 
inson,  formerly  booker  at  RKO,  is  now  a 
salesman. 

J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  2Qth-Fox  general  man- 
ager, visited  here,  renewing  many  friend- 
ships . . . All  UA  employes  are  very  happy 
about  winning  bonuses  for  surpassing 
their  sales  quota  for  the  year.  Congratu- 
lations to  Manager  Dave  Griesdorf! 

Roselle  Ginsberg  of  Grand  National  has 
married  Dave  Rosmond,  a former  theatre 
manager  now  in  charge  of  a large  cloth- 
ing concern  in  Winnipeg.  The  pair  honey- 
mooned in  Minneapolis,  Chicago  and 
points  thereabouts. 
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Riding  the  Crest 

RKO  (Sportscope)  9 Mins. 

A beautifully  filmed  subject  of  surfboard- 
ing at  the  famous  Waikiki  Beach.  The 
amazing  ease  in  which  the  natives  handle 
the  surfboards  through  the  giant  combers 
makes  for  a splendid  subject.  It  is  a worth- 
while addition  to  any  program. 


Miracles  of  Modernization 

Federal  Housing  Authority  8 Mins. 

Here  is  a swell  break  for  exhibitors.  This 
interesting  subject  in  Technicolor  which 
illustrates  the  benefits  of  a FHA  insured 
modernization  loan  is  being  distributed 
free  to  exhibitors.  RKO  Pathe’s  commer- 
cial department  has  done  a fine  job  with 
a subject  that  will  concern  home  owners 
and  those  who  would  like  to  have  their  own 
homes.  The  short  starts  off  with  some 
splendid  shots  of  the  Fair,  with  consider- 
able attention  devoted  to  the  Federal  Build- 
ing. Then  it  switches  to  illustrations  of 
the  physical  wonders  that  can  be  accom- 
plished in  homes  by  modernization  loans. 


Farewell  Vienna 

Paramount  (Paragraphic  V8-11)  10  Mins. 

All  true  music  lovers  will  find  this  sym- 
phonic tidbit  an  impressive  respite  from 
the  usual  run  of  instrumental  reels.  It 
embraces  but  one  number,  an  original 
composition  by  Frederick  Feher,  who  also 
directs  the  122-piece  National  Philhar- 
monic Orchestra  that  renders  it.  The  piece 
obviously  attempts  to  capture  the  lilting 
waltz  mood  that  characterizes  Viennese 
music.  It  is  played  beautifully  and,  while 
not  particularly  distinguished,  imparts  a 
certain  nostalgia  for  the  once  gay  city  it 
seeks  to  immortalize. 


Unusual  Occupations 

Paramount  (18-6)  10  Mins. 

Photographed  in  Cinecolor,  this  subject 
embraces  a few  bits  that  are  truly  un- 
usual. There’s  an  Akronite  who  makes 
those  giant  rubber  balloons  in  the  form  of 
animal  figures,  an  amazing  armless  Mexi- 
can who  weaves  baskets  with  his  feet, 
a man  who  sews  portraits  with  needle  and 
thread  instead  of  paint  and  brush,  an 
enterprising  Hawaiian  youngster  who  pol- 
ishes women’s  toe  nails,  a country  doctor 
who  uses  a plane  to  get  to  his  patients  and 
Fritz  Leiber’s  dabbling  in  sculpture. 


Watch  Your  Step 

(Grantland  Rice  Sportlight) 
Paramount  10  Mins. 

There  is  a lot  of  amusing  business  in 
this  subject  that  treats  with  the  walking 
and  running  strides  of  human  beings  and 
animals.  There’s  not  much  more  to  it 
than  a heap  of  stock  shots  that  show  the 
gaits,  some  in  slow  motion,  of  race-walk- 
ers, service  men,  prisoners,  a midget  and 
giant,  a toddling  youngster,  and  a large 
portion  of  animals,  from  trained  trotting 
horses  to  the  waddling  panda. 


'The  Movies  March  On 

(March  of  Time,  Vol.  5,  No.  12) 
RKO  20  Mins. 

This  is  an  excellent  subject  from  any 
and  all  angles.  While  it  does  an  out- 
standing institutional  job  on  behalf  of 
motion  pictures  at  large,  it  achieves 
this  important  objective  with  no  sacri- 
fice of  dramatic  entertainment.  The 
keynote  is  the  opening  of  the  new 
building  housing  the  Museum  of  Mod- 
ern Art  in  New  York  and,  in  quick 
highlight,  tells  of  the  work  done  by  this 
foundation  in  establishing  a proper  and 
authenticated  historical  background 
for  the  industry.  Then  it  delves  into 
flashes  of  notable  pictures  down 
through  the  years  and  ends  with  quick 
shots  of  industry  leaders  at  their  desks 
and  at  work.  The  impression,  sought 
for  and  attained,  is  that  this  industry  is 
important  in  its  scope  and  serious  in  its 
intent.  It  should  do  a great  deal  of 
good  for  all  concerned. 


Rhythm  on  the  Reservation 

Paramount  (Fleischer  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

There  should  be  fun  for  young  and  old 
in  this  subject  that  finds  Betty  Boop  and 
her  truck  of  musical  instruments  in  the 
midst  of  an  Indian  reservation.  The  In- 
dians take  hold  of  the  instruments  and 
perform  all  sorts  of  motion  other  than 
what  they  are  intended  for.  Betty  soon 
takes  them  in  hand,  however,  and  has 
them  jitterbugging  all  over  the  lot. 


Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk 

Paramount  (Fleischer  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Although  Popeye  claims  not  to  be  afraid 
of  ghosts,  he  is  soon  made  out  to  be  a 
fibber  in  this  amusing  cartoon.  Bluto 
frames  him  into  visiting  a deserted  house, 
and  then  puts  on  an  act  that  has  the  sailor 
man  very  much  on  the  jittery  side.  But 
Popeye  employs  a thick  layer  of  invisible 
paint  and  soon  has  Bluto  on  the  receiving 
end  of  some  nasty  uppercuts,  etc. 


World  of  Tomorrow 

RKO  (Reelism)  9 Mins. 

An  armchair  view  of  the  World’s  Pair. 
Audiences  will  get  a good  idea  of  the  tre- 
mendous scope  and  the  breathtaking 
beauty  of  the  World  of  Tomorrow.  It 
proved  interesting  enough  for  members  of 
the  audience  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall 
to  break  out  in  applause  when  their  re- 
spective state  exhibits  were  shown  on  the 
screen. 


Swinguette 

RKO  (Reelism)  • 9 Mins. 

Showmen  can  capitalize  on  this  by  a 
little  exploitation.  It  shows  the  Arthur 
Murray  dancers  demonstrating  some  group 
numbers.  The  most  outstanding  and  prob- 
ably the  one  which  will  be  widely  circu- 
lated is  the  “Koky  Koky,”  a simple  dance 
with  lots  of  rhythm. 


NEWSBEELS 


TUESDAY,  JULY  4 

Movietone  News,  No.  85:  The  Tientsin  crisis; 
Royal  couple  return  home;  Boy  Scout  day  at  the. 
Fair;  strawberry  country;  new  army  gun;  Mon- 
teiro  watclies  U.  S.  air  might;  boy’s  state  election 
at  Illinois  fair;  Lew  Lehr;  football;  shark  fish- 
ing, and  stunt  diving. 

News  <»t'  tile  Day,  N<».  283:  Royal  couple  wel- 
comed home;  R.  F.  D.  on  the  wing;  Tientsin  crisis; 
G-Man  chief  addresses  Boy  Scout  rally;  new  army 
gun;  unique  football  dummies;  fencing,  and  stunt 
diving. 

Farainoiiiit  News,  No.  90:  U.  S.  fleet  arrives  on 
the  coast;  Indiana  hails  McNutt;  transatlantic 
service;  G-Man  chief  addresses  Boy  Scouts;  Suzie, 
trained  gorilla;  new  army  gun;  Royal  couple 
welcomed  home. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  100:  Royal  couple  wel- 
comed home;  U.  S.  fleet  takes  San  Francisco; 
Scouts  take  mass  oath;  Chamberlain  denies  “en- 
circlement;” musical  mounties  drill  at  Fair;  new 
army  gun,  and  premiere  of  “Career.” 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  785:  Royal  pair  wel- 
comed home;  fleet  arrives  at  Golden  Gate;  plebes 
take  military  oath;  Boy  Scout  day  at  the  Fair; 
marble  champs  vie  for  crown;  Indiana  hails  Mc- 
Nutt; fencing,  and  old  jalopies  in  race. 

TIIUKNDAY,  JULY  (i 

Movietone  News,  No.  80:  Fleet  anchors  at  Gol- 
den Gate;  French  fleet  holds  maneuvers;  Franco 
visits  birthplace;  Dixie  Clipper  lands  at  Mar- 
seilles; Chamberlain  warns  aggressors;  Pari’s 
fashions;  Pacific  yacht  race  starts;  harness  rac- 
ing; National  A.  A.  U.  meet;  horse  racing,  and 
fans  roar  tribute  to  Lou  Gehrig. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  284:  Chamiberlain  warns 
aggressors;  British  conscripts;  Roosevelt  against 
arms  embargo;  Indiana  hails  McNutt;  Paris  Grand 
Prix;  advance  tips  on  fall  hats;  titles  topple  at 
National  A.  A.  U.  meet;  fans  pay  tribute  to  Lou 
Gehrig;  auto  racing,  and  Pacific  yacht  race  starts. 

Pivraiiiount  News,  No.  97:  National  A.  A.  U. 
meet;  stock  car  derby;  Pacific  yacht  race  starts; 
Louisiana  state  prexy  returns  under  arrest; 
French  fleet  in  maneuvers:  the  refugee  problem; 
health  drive  uses  floating  hospital,  and  fans  pay 
tribute  to  Gehrig. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  101:  Fans  pay  tribute  to 
Gehrig;  Roosevelt  against  arms  embargo;  French 
fleet  in  maneuvers;  Louisiana  State  prexy  returns 
under  arrest;  harness  racing;  Pacific  yacht  race 
starts:  stock  cars  race,  and  fire  razes  London 
block. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  780:  Roosevelt  against 
arms  embargo;  fans  honor  Gehrig;  French  fleet  in 
maneuvers;  fire  razes  London  block;  health  drive 
uses  floating  hospital;  Louisiana  State  prexy  re- 
turns under  arrest;  wooden  swim  suits;  colorful 
church  rites;  harness  racing;  Chinese  girls  try 
bowling;  horse  racing,  and  yachts  begin  Honolulu 
race. 


BOXOFFICE  July  15,  1939 


87 


'I'ka  ^xkll^ltot  ‘kla5  4^16  Saij 


B 

BACK  DOOR  TO  HEAVEN  (Para) 

A very  poor  picture  that  might  have  been 
better  if  shortened.  No  draw.  Tuesday.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 3,100.  Capacity:  575. — Ritz  Amuse- 
ments, Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND  (FN) 

Had  heavy  rainstorm  five  minutes  before 
starting  time,  rained  all  night,  yet  did  good 
business  on  this.  Appealed  especially  to 
men.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission: 
25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,100.  Capacity:  250. — G.  P.  Held,  Strand 
Theatre,  Griswold,  la. 

BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND  (FN) 

Just  another  prison  picture  with  a better 
than  average  story  and  cast.  Packed  in  the 
CCC  boys  and  equals  on  Cash  Day.  Tues- 
day. Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  35-15-10. 
General  and  summer  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,500.  Capacity:  550. — Scott  Roberts, 
Camden  Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

BORDER  G-MAN  (RKO) 

George  O'Brien  good.  Am  picking  up  sev- 
eral of  his.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 35-15.  General  and  farm  patronage. 
Population:  600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Hom- 
er, Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

BORDER  G-MEN  (RKO) 

Average  western,  which  pleased.  Fri.,  Sat., 
Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town,  rural  patronage.  Population:  400.  Capa- 
city: 300. — Mrs.  Carl  Beard,  State  Theatre, 
Lewellen,  Neb. 

BOY  FRIEND  (20th-Fox) 

Better  draw  than  Shirley  Temple,  but  her 
(Jane  Withers)  pictures  are  so  cheap  and 
lacking  in  cast  that  I'm  afraid  each  one  will 
do  worse  than  the  one  before.  Why  doesn't 
Fox  spend  on  her?  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,500.  Capacity:  260. — C.  W.  Ritenour, 
Majestic  Theatre,  Milford,  111. 

BOY  TROUBLE  (Para) 

Fair  program  picture.  Business  below 
average.  Wednesday.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 700.  Capacity:  200. — Charles  F.  Dear- 
man,  Fox  Theatre,  Smithville,  Tenn. 

BOY  TROUBLE  (Para) 

Just  fair  picture  and  even  with  Charles 
Ruggles  no  drawing  power.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35-15.  General 
and  farm  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre, 
Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

BURN  'EM  UP  O'CONNOR  (M-G-M) 

Pretty  good  action  picture  which  failed  to 
draw.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Frei- 
burger.  Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

D 

DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

Everyone  gives  Bette  Davis  credit  for  be- 
ing very  good,  but  according  to  the  remarks 
of  the  patrons  I think  she  has  scored  a real 
hit  with  the  public  in  "Dark  Victory."  A fine 
picture.  Admission:  25-10.  Town  patronage. 
Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. — J.  M. 
Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

DEVIL'S  ISLAND  (WB) 

Fair.  Will  please  the  men,  but  I can't  live 
without  the  women.  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  "Two  for  35  and 
10.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Ca- 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


pacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre, 
Knoxville,  111. 

DODGE  CITY  (WB) 

Others  say  it  was  great.  Just  another 
western  in  color  to  help  it  out,  but  action 
drags  in  spots.  Nothing  big  like  "Jesse 
James.”  Just  about  half  a boxoffice.  Wed., 
Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,500.  Capacity:  260. — C.  W.  Ritenour,  Ma- 
jestic Theatre,  Milford,  111. 

DODGE  CITY  (WB) 

This  is  one  of  the  best.  100  per  cent  sat- 
isfactory comment..  Business  good.  Need 
we  say  more?  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weath- 
er: Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  600.  Capacity:  250. — R.  A. 
Moore,  State  Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 

E 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN  (Univ) 

A little  better  Bing  Crosby  undertaking  than 
usuql.  Sandy,  the  child  star,  makes  a big 
hit  with  the  audience.  Picture  should  do 
good  business  as  it  proved  it  to  us.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Cloudy.  Admission:  25-20-10. 
Family  patronage.  Population:  152,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 950. — Michael  J.  Carroll,  American 
Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

F 

FIVE  CAME  BACK  (RKO) 

A bang-up,  workman-like  piece  of  shadow 
craft.  Audiences  will  leave  this  entirely  sat- 
isfied. It  is  not  the  most  expensive  produc- 
tion of  the  decade,  but  it  is  absorbing  enter- 
tainment anyway.  From  start  to  end  it  builds 
toward  a climax  and  does  not  swerve  from 
its  purpose.  The  ending  uncorks  a house 
full  of  tense  excitement.  Thursday.  Weather: 
Cloudy-hot.  Admission:  40-30.  General  pat- 
ronage.— Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Thea- 
tre, Williamsburg,  Va. 

FLYING  IRISHMAN  (RKO) 

A fair  Sunday  gross — below  average.  Cor- 
rigan is  no  doubt  a daring  young  man  in  the 
air,  but  no  actor.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Warm.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  600.  Capacity:  250. — R.  A.  Moore, 
State  Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 

FLYING  IRISHMAN  (RKO) 

Interesting  biography,  but  who  will  pay 
for  that  these  days?  Punk  entertainment. 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  OK.  Admission: 
20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,500.  Capacity:  190. — F.  M.  Baker,  Best  Thea- 
tre, Handley,  Tex. 

G 

GRACIE  ALLEN  MURDER  CASE  (Para) 

Very  funny  at  one  moment  and  very  ex- 
asperating at  the  next.  Just  a little  too  much 
Grade  Allenatics  for  drawn  out  consumption. 
But  this  film  has  a swell  trailer  to  pre-sell  it, 
which  promises,  a good  deal  more  than  the 
show  actually  delivers.  Wednesday.  Weather: 
Rain-warm.  Admission:  40-30.  General  oatron- 
age. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

GIRL  FROM  MEXICO,  THE  (RKO) 

A snappy,  laughable  lightweight  show. 


The  stars  make  a lot  out  of  the  little  they 
had  to  work  with.  Lupe  Velez  still  has  her 
old  pepper  that  makes  her  aood  relief  from 
the  screen's,  glamour  gals.  Business  wasn't 
big,  but  substantial.  Plus  a good  cooling 
system  this  makes  acceptable  entertainment 
for  summer.  Friday.  Weather:  Hot-clear.  Ad- 
mission: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  McCaskey, 
Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

H 

HOTEL  IMPERIAL  (Para) 

Another  palooka  from  Paramount.  No  one 
liked  it  so  I shipped  it  back  on  Sunday  night. 
Sunday.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,600. 
Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

I 

I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para) 

Not  as  good  as  Burns'  last  picture  and  not 
the  business.  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  206. — A.  B. 
Jefferis,  Piedmont  Theatre,  Piedmont,  Mo. 

I 

JUAREZ  (WB) 

Very  good  entertainment  of  an  impressive 
nature.  If  it  could  have  played  in  any  sea- 
son except  summer  it  would  probably  have 
impressed  many  more  shekles  into  the  cash 
drawer.  It  was,  a let  down  for  the  Bette  Davis 
fans  and  a lull  for  the  Muni  fans,  as  Brian 
Aherne  walked  off  with  the  show.  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Hot-clear.  Admission:  40-30. 
General  patronage. — Tom  McCaskey,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Va. 

JUST  AROUND  THE  CORNER  (20th-Fox) 

Although  I believe  Shirley  is  losing  popu- 
larity, this  is  a grand  picture.  They  still  like 
her  here.  Thursday.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage. — L.  B. 
Rockett,  Wahoo  Theatre,  Dubach,  La. 

K 

KID  FROM  TEXAS  (M-G-M) 

The  type  the  average  theatre-goer  likes — 
snappy  comedy  drama.  Summer  resort  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  300. — 
E.  C.  Arehart,  Strand  "Theatre,  Milford,  la. 

KING  OF  THE  TURF  (UA) 

A fine  picture  but  lacks  drawing  power. 
Very  bad  business  two  days.  Picture  seems 
not  to  advertise  even  for  itself  for  second 
day.  Although  Adolphe  Menjou  is  very  good 
he  needs  good  s,upport  for  boxoffice  receipts. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission: 
25-10.  Town  patronage.  Population:  13,000. 
Capacity:  500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Thea- 
tre, Steeltorl,  Pa. 

L 

LADY  AND  THE  MOB,  THE  (Col) 

Not  so  hot.  In  fact,  we  did  the  smallest 
business  in  weeks  on  it  and  it  didn't  please 
those  who  came.  Why  give  Fay  Bainter  such 
a role?  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 600.  Capacity:  300. — Horn  & Mor- 
gan, Inc.,  Star  Theatre,  Hay  Springs,  Neb. 

LAST  WARNING  (Univ) 

Very  good  "Crime  Club"  mystery.  Kept 
the  audience  mystified  until  the  end.  Played 
on  double  bill.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — G.  P.  Held, 
Strand  Theatre,  Griswold,  la. 
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LET  US  LIVE  (Col) 

Very  fine  dramatic  story,  but  why  do  they 
make  the  officials  so  dumb?  Why  cmy  dis- 
trict attorney  would  be  so  obstinate  is  more 
than  we  can  understand.  He  didn't  get  half 
of  what  was  coming  to  him.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-25-20-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity: 
300. — Horn  & Morgan,  Inc.,  Star  Theatre,  Hay 
Springs,  Neb. 

LOVE  AFFAIR  (RKO) 

Excellent  romantic  drama — especially  liked 
by  the  fair  sex.  Many  handkerchiefs,  dis- 
played at  the  close  of  the  picture.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Capacity: 
250. — G.  P.  Held,  Strand  Theatre,  Griswold,  la. 

LUCKY  NIGHT  (M-G-M) 

Did  a big  business  here  but  couldn’t  say 
it  was  a big  picture  as  the  plot  slipped  some- 
where and  missed.  It'll  please  60  per  cent 
though.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,800.  Capacity:  280. — Burris  and  Hen- 
ley Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

M 

MAISIE  (M-G-M) 

If  Metro  doesn't  follow  up  on  this  one  with 
a "Maisie"  series,  it  will  be  a mistake.  Ann 
Sothern  steps,  out  to  swing  her  role  and  the 
picture  right  down  the  alley  to  boxoffice  suc- 
cess. The  customers  ate  her  stuff  up  raw, 
and  were  right  in  the  palm  as  sexy  Maisie 
turned  on  the  steam.  Let's  have  another 
Maisie,  and  forget  Will  Hays  once.  Satur- 
day. Weather:  Hot,  clear.  Admission:  40-30. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg 
Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

MAN  FROM  MUSIC  MOUNTAIN  (Rep) 

Betty  than  us,ual  Autry  with  less  than  us- 
ual business.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,100.  Capacity:  206. — A.  B.  lefferis. 
Piedmont  Theatre,  Piedmont,  Mo. 

MAN  OF  CONQUEST  (Rep) 

A fine  picture  of  the  epic  type  that  has 
plenty  of  action,  but  still  gives  the  impres- 
sion of  being  very  slow  in  tempo.  It  failed 
to  click  here,  but  those  that  did  come  enjoyed 
the  picture.  An  injection  of  humor  would 
have  spiced  it  up  and  helped  to  take  the 
sags  out.  Business  s,ub-normal.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Clear-warm.  Admission:  40-30. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg 
Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

MIDNIGHT  (Para) 

After  her  flop  in  ''Zaza"  Colbert  made  a 
great  comeback  in  this  show.  It  was  hard 
to  get  the  customers  in,  but  they  sent  their 
friends  back  for  the  next  show.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admissiion:  35-25-10.  General 
and  summer  patronage.  Population:  3,500. 
Capacity:  550. — Scott  Roberts,  Camden  Thea- 
tre, Camden,  Me. 

N 

NANCY  DREW,  REPORTER  (WB) 

Had  the  audience  in  an  uproar — plenty  of 
suspense  and  thrills.  Played  on  double  bill. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 250.' — G.  P.  Held,  Strand  Theatre,  Gris- 
wold, la. 

NEVER  SAY  DIE  (Para) 

Just  a fairly  good  comedy  that  drew  very 
well.  Martha  Raye  still  good  draw  if  given 
half  way  decent  picture.  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon. 
Admission;  25-10.  General  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 3,100.  Capacity:  575. — Ritz  Amuse- 
ments, Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

o 

ONLY  ANGELS  HA'VE  WINGS  (Col) 

A good  show  with  plenty  of  cast  strength 
and  a generous  portion  of  spectacle.  How- 


ever, patrons  here  did  not  like  Grant  in  his 
role,  nor  did  they  stand  amazed  at  the  spec- 
tacle. Business  was  slow  and  so  was  the 
story.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather;  Warm.  Admis- 
sion: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,500.  Capacity;  562. — Tom  McCaskey, 
Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

P 

PACIFIC  LINER  (RKO) 

Not  so  good.  Played  the  March  of  Time 
with  this  one  and  lost  money  on  it.  If  you 
don't  have  to  take  it  you're  better  off  with- 
out it.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 30-20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 800.  Capacity:  300. — John  Nuwkoop, 
Memorial  Hall  Theatre,  Belfield,  N.  D. 

PAINTED  DESERT  (RKO) 

Better  than  average  western,  plenty  of  ac- 
tion, good  drawing  power.  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town,  rural  patronage. 
Population:  400.  Capacity:  300. — Mrs.  Carl 
Beard,  State  Theatre,  Lewellen,  Neb. 

R 

RASCALS  (20th-Fox) 

Did  good  business  on  this.  Jane  Withers 
better  than  ever.  Above  average  Friday-Sat- 
urday  business.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
35-15.  General  and  farm  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer, 
Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th-Fox) 

Should  do  business.  Old  as  well  as  young 
folks  will  approve  of  it.  A1  Jolson's  come- 
back in  dark  face  excellent.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-20-10.  Fam- 
ily patronage.  Population:  152,000.  Capa- 
city: 950. — Michael  J.  Carroll,  American  Thea- 
tre, Bridgeport,  Conn. 

ROUGH  RIDERS  ROUNDUP  (Rep) 

Very  good  for  one  weekend  customers.  En- 
joyed nice  business.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  30-15.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,000.  Capacity:  500. — Harland  Rankin, 
Plaza  'Theatre,  Tilbury,  Ont. 

s 

STAGECOACH  (UA) 

Excellent  outdoor  drama.  Lacked  star 
names,  but  pleased  everyone.  Sun,,  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population;  1,100. 
Capacity:  250. — G.  P.  Held,  Strand  Theatre, 
Griswold,  la. 

SUDDEN  MONEY  (Para) 

Good  first  feature  on  double  bill.  Enjoyed 
by  our  Saturday  crowd.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Rain.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — G.  P. 
Held,  Strand  Theatre,  Griswold,  la. 

SUNSET  TRAIL  (Para) 

Best  liked  of  any  of  the  Cassidy  westerns. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,100. 
Capacity:  250. — G.  P.  Held,  Strand  Theatre, 
Griswold,  la. 

T 

TARZAN  FINDS  A SONl  (M-G-M) 

Just  as  much  adult  appeal  as  children 
and  opened  to  better  evening  than  matinee 
business..  Full  of  action  and  thrills — makes 
an  elderly  person  feel  young.  Best  of  Tar- 
zans. — This  opinion  was  submitted  by  Harry 
F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager  out  of 
New  Haven. 

TARZAN  FINDS  A SONI  (M-G-M) 

A good  Tarzan  yarn  that  everybody  liked. 
It  is  a definite  "lifter-upper"  that  is  very  wel- 
come in  this  seemingly  endless  dearth  of  en- 
tertainment. The  ending  is  botched  up  and 
the  speeded  up  action  scenes  are  too,  too 
obvious,  provoking  scornful  laughter.  Skip- 
ping the  flaws  it  is.  exciting  action  fare. 
Saturday.  Weather;  Clear-warm.  Admission: 
40-30.  General  patronage.  Population:  3,500. 


Capacity;  562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg 
Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

TORCHY  BLANE  IN  CHINATOWN  (FN);  TOM 
SAWYER,  DETECTIVE  (Para) 

They  came  out  to  see  these  two  pictures, 
and  guess  it  was  the  kids'  trade  that  brought 
others,  with  them.  It  was  bargain  night  and 
they  thought  perhaps  they  could  risk  a quar- 
ter. Tuesday.  Weather;  Fair.  Admission: 
40-25-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
3,000.  Capacity;  480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Em- 
porium Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 

u 

UNION  PACIFIC  (Para) 

Good  picture;  good  business.  Paramount 
has  had  very  few  good  money-getting  pic- 
tures this  season  and  this,  is  one  of  them. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,600. 
Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

UNMARRIED  (Para) 

Buck  Jones  western  fans  brought  in  a good 
crowd  to  see  it  on  bargain  night.  Summer 
resort  patronage.  Population;  1,100.  Capa- 
city; 300. — E.  C.  Arehart,  Strand  Theatre, 
Milford,  la. 

w 

WINGS  OF  THE  NAVY  (WB) 

Very  good.  Play  it  by  all  means,.  The  last 
of  the  week  best  time  for  results.  Thurs.,  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  Two  for  35 
and  10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli 
Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

WINNER  TAKE  ALL  (20th-Fox) 

This  one  could  have  m.ade  an  acceptable 
two-reeler,  but  stretched  into  feature  length 
becomes  impossible.  Play  on  weak  side  of 
double  bill  or  headline  your  shorts.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  OK.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  190. 
— F.  M.  Baker,  Best  Theatre,  Handley,  Tex. 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  (UA) 

Feared  this  picture  would  appeal  only  to 
the  carriage  trade,  but  found  it  generally 
well  received  and  business  far  above  expec- 
tation. Many  favorable  comments  on  the 
calibre  of  the  acting.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,300.  Capacity:  350.  — Melodian 
Theatre,  Cheney,  Wash. 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  (UA) 

Too  rich  for  our  blood;  pleased  only  about 
50  per  cent.  Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  OK. 
Admission:  35-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800.  Capacity:  200. — E.  L.  Danielson, 
Castle  Theatre,  Mabel,  Minn. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

Very  entertaining  picture.  Drew  many 
laughs.  Some  were  disappointed  at  the  lack 
of  sensational  sex  scenes,  after  various  cen- 
sorings.  Business  good  against  "Little  Prin- 
cess." Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage 
Population;  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — G.  P.  Held 
Strand  Theatre,  Griswold,  la. 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

Picture  badly  cut.  Lots  of  kicks  from  cus- 
tomers,. Worst  gross  in  many  months.  Sat., 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission;  25- 
10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,100. 
Capacity:  206. — A.  B.  Jefferis,  Piedmont  Thea- 
tre, Piedmont,  Mo. 

YOU  CAN'T  GET  AWAY  WITH  MURDER 
(WB) 

Just  another  prison  story  that  the  public  is 
getting  tired  of.  Tuesday.  Admission:  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 575. — Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Park 
'Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 
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"Daughters"  Is  Sold 
With  Many  Tieups 


Cleveland — "Daughters  Courageous”  op- 
pened  at  Warner’s  Hippodrome  with  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  publicity  cam- 
paigns to  be  launched  locally.  Manny 
Pearlstein  and  Dave  Bachner  of  the  War- 
ner publicity  department  literally  covered 
the  field  in  their  diversified  campaign. 

One  thousand  postcards  were  mailed  to 
a list  of  women,  carrying  the  headline 
“Do  Mothers  Always  Know  Best?”  For  the 
correct  answer,  recipients  were  asked  to 
see  the  picture  currently  playing  at  the 
Hippodrome. 

Postal  Telegraph  station  carried  blowups 
of  telegrams  boosting  the  picture  and  all 
of  the  Postal  delivery  boys  had  announce- 
ments on  their  bikes. 

McCrory  and  Kresge  Five  and  Ten  Cent 
stores  featured  “Lane  Sisters  Sundaes”  and 
used  stills  in  their  windows,  with  art,  credit 
cards,  snipes  on  their  menus  and  counter 
streamers. 

Radio  contributed  its  share  to  the  cam- 
paign with  spot  announcements  of  the  pic- 
ture over  WGAR,  usually  just  preceding 
one  of  the  big  national  programs. 

Eddie  Miller,  manager  of  Warner’s  Hip- 
podrome, sent  out  personal  letters  to  a 
carefully  selected  mailing  list,  calling  at- 
tention to  the  picture  and  giving  it  his  per- 
sonal recommendation. 


Sponsored  Performance 
Aids  "Dark  Victory" 

Harrisonburg,  Va. — Jack  W.  Fi'etwell, 
manager  of  the  State  Theatre,  netted  out- 
standing business  on  “Dark  "Victory”  by 
arranging  a special  benefit  performance 
with  the  Business  and  Professional  Wom- 
en’s Club  as  sponsors.  He  also  obtained 
personal  endorsements  from  civic  leaders 
attending  a special  screening  and  printed 
these  endorsements  on  2,000  roto  heralds 
which  he  distributed. 

Fretwell  planted  a good  story  two  days 
in  advance  in  the  local  college  publication 
and  also  in  local  papers,  and  placed  teaser 
trailers  on  screens  of  the  town’s  two  other 
theatres  a week  in  advance. 


A Benefit  Showing  Helps 
Sell  "Young  Lincoln" 

Harrisonburg,  Va. — A benefit  perform- 
ance of  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  at  the  State 
Theatre  here,  sponsored  by  Jack  W.  Fret- 
well,  manager,  and  the  local  Ladies’  Aux- 
iliary netted  the  film  much  word-of-mouth 
publicity. 

Part  of  the  performance  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  a 15-year-old  colored  pianist 
prodigy,  which  pleased  immensely  and 
helped  to  build  business  appreciably. 


PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Atmosphere! — 

J.  S.  Thoviason,  manager  of  the  Ritz, 
McPherson,  Kas.,  really  went  to  town 
in  promoting  ‘‘Union  Pacific’’  The  ac- 
companymg  photograph  shows  the  old 
stage  coach  the  theatre  had  on  dis- 
play. The  railroad  sent  it  down  from 
Salina  on  a flatcar.  Also  shown  are 
displays.  The  pretty  girl  in  front  of 
the  stage  coach  is  the  usherette  at  the 
Ritz. 


Lie  Detector  Lobby  Display 
Exploits  "Nazi  Spy"  Film 

New  York — S.  S.  Kestenbaum,  manager 
of  the  Gramercy  Park,  hit  upon  a novel 
idea  to  exploit  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.” 
He  singled  out  the  work  of  Jacques  Bril, 
responsible  for  Brilography  lie  detector. 

A 30x40  display  of  newspaper  cutouts 
was  placed  in  the  lobby  and  a sign  read- 
ing: “Jacques  L.  Bril — Tire  man  behind 
the  solution  of  many  of  the  nation’s  most 
famous  crimes,  a top-ranking  consulting 
criminologist  to  whom  district  attorneys, 
city,  county  and  state  police  officials  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  come  to  seek  his 
expert  advice.” 

In  front  of  the  display,  there  was  a glass 
case  containing  a lie  detector  with  indica- 
tors explaining  each  individual  part.  A sign 
read:  “If  this  lie  detector  were  used  in  this 
country  it  would  break  up  all  Nazi  activi- 
ties.” 


"Chips"  Letter  Contest 

Hartford,  Conn.  — “Moviescope  Man” 
Julian  Tuthill  has  launched  a contest  in 
his  column,  sponsored  by  Jack  Simon,  on 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  for  the  best  150- 
word  letter  on  “How  does  a bashful  man 
propose  marriage.”  Prizes  are  $10,  $5,  $3 
and  10  pairs  of  guest  tickets. 


"Dodge  City"  Parade 

Pendleton,  Ore. — Led  by  the  mayor,  a 
gala  parade  of  cowboys  on  horses,  includ- 
ing covered  wagons  and  other  relics  of  the 
old  west,  highlighted  an  effective  cam- 
paign for  “Dodge  City”  at  the  Rivoli  Tlie- 
atre,  promoted  by  Johnny  Matlock, 


Makes  the  South  Fertile 
Market  for  "Conquest" 

Atlanta  — Under  the  able  direction  of 
Perry  Spencer,  Arthur  Bromberg’s  chief 
publicist,  the  entire  south  has  been  made 
conscious  of  “Man  of  Conquest,”  making 
that  section  a particularly  fertile  market 
for  the  Republic  picture. 

Promotions  have  taken  the  form  of  spe- 
cial newspaper  stories  on  the  lives  of 
Eliza  Allen  and  Sam  Houston,  cooperative 
merchant  newspaper  ads,  and  library  tie- 
ups.  Thousands  of  heralds  have  been  dis- 
tributed and  innumerable  tieups  arranged 
for  window  displays. 

Original  shooting  scripts  of  the  film 
have  been  given  to  city  libraries  of  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile,  and  the  state  libra- 
ries of  Tennessee  and  Georgia. 

For  outstanding  campaigns  on  “Con- 
quest,” Spencer  has  only  highest  praise 
for  these  theatre  managers:  Howard 
Waugh,  Warner’s,  Memphis;  Billy  Pratt, 
Paramount,  Atlanta;  Neil  McNeil,  Imperial, 
Charlotte;  H.  Blair  and  Walter  Dunn, 
Saenger,  New  Orleans;  W.  C.  Crull,  Ven- 
dome,  Nashville;  Ward  Steinman,  Crown, 
Mobile;  Harry  Martin,  Arcade,  Lake 
Charles. 

Hand-Milking  Contest  on 
Albany  Theatre  Stage 

Albany — Andy  Roy,  manager  of  War- 
ner’s Strand  and  chairman  of  the  local 
Kiwanis  Club’s  entertainment  committee, 
arranged  in  conjunction  with  that  or- 
ganization, county  farm  associations  and 
milk  distributors,  to  hold  a hand-milking 
contest  among  members  of  the  4-H  Boys’ 
Clubs. 

Held  on  the  theatre  stage  between  pic- 
tures, the  contest  attracted  much  atten- 
tion and  newspaper  publicity  and  was  the 
local  climax  to  a national  campaign  on 
milk. 

The  judges  awarded  prizes  to  the  boys 
who  drew  the  greatest  quantity  of  milk  in 
a prescribed  time.  Albany  business  houses 
and  merchants  furnished  prizes  and  local 
dairies  three  breeds  of  cows. 


His  Own  Newsreels 

Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio — Leo  T.  Jones  of 
the  Star  Theatre  here  films  local  happen- 
ings for  his  own  newsreel.  A recent  visitor 
at  RKO  Radio’s  exhibitor  lounge  at  the 
World’s  Pair  in  New  York,  Jones  took  pic- 
tures of  his  trip.  He  also  covers  such  events 
as  local  ball  games  and  distributes  notices 
when  the  films  will  be  shown  at  his  thea- 
tre. Jones  also  sponsors  a bowling  team. 


For  "Second  Fiddle" 

New  Haven — “Second  Piddle”  is  being 
advertised  here  with  Kresge  sheet  music 
tieups.  Special  copy  was  imprinted  on 
sheet  music  wrappers  and  a display  of 
two  violins,  painted  silver  and  gold,  were 
used  in  the  window. 
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"MAN  ABOUT  TOWN"  CLICKS  WITH  MANHATTAN 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para); 


Undercover  Doctor  (Para)  65 

Memorial — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ); 

Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox)  85 

Metropolitan — Man  About  Town  (Para)  ; 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para)  80 

Orpheum^ — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M); 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  125 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  70 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  105 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  held 

3rd  wk 110 

Chicagro — Maisie  (M-G-M),  plus  Bob  Hope 

on  stage  100 

Garrick — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para),  2nd 

loop  wk 85 

Oriental — Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M),  continued 

loop  run,  plus  stage  show  90 

Roosevelt — ‘Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M) 80 

State-Lake — Missing  Daughters  (Col),  plus 

stage  show  90 

World-Playhouse — The  Mikado  (Univ),  5th 

loop  wk 85 


CINCINNATI 


Albee — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M) 120 

Capitol — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  3rd 

wk.,  held  110 

Grand — Naiigrhty  But  Nice  (WB)  110 

Keith’s — Maisie  (M-G-M),  held  over 140 

Lyric — Five  Came  Back  (RKO) 110 

Palace — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para), 

held  over  120 


CLEVELAND 


Allen — Five  Came  Back  (RKO) 100 

Hippodrome — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)...  90 

Palace — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ) 75 

State — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M) 90 

Stillman — Captain  Fury  (UA),  2nd  wk 80 


DALLAS 


Capitol — Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep),  1st  part.  . 90 
Capitol — Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN), 

2nd  part  80 

Capitol — ^Charlie  Chan  in  Reno  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  part  90 

Majestic — Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 125 

Melba — Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para);  Louis- 

Galento  fight  films,  1st  half  135 

Melba — You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  3Iurder 

(FN);  Louis-Galento  fight  films,  2nd  half.. 125 

Palace — Susannah  of  the  Moiinties  (20th-Fox) . 100 
Tower — Fast  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ),  2nd  wk.  .100 


DENVER 


Aladdin — East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ),  after  a 

wk.  at  the  Denver  115 

Denham — Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  65 

Denver — Young;  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 110 

Orpheum — Maisie  (M-G-M);  Stronger  Ilian 

Desire  (M-G-M)  95 

Paramount — Captain  Fur.v  (UA) ; Zenobla 

(UA)  115 

Rialto — Juarez  (WB),  after  a wk.  each  at  the 
Denver  and  Aladdin;  Sweepstakes  Winner 
(FN)  110 


DETROIT 


Adams — Hound  of  the  Baskervilles  (20th- 
Fox),  after  wk.  at  Fox;  Susannah  of  the 

Moiinties  (20th-Fox),  after  wk.  at  Fox 75 

Fox — GockI  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col) ; Clouds 

Over  Europe  (Col)  70 

Michigan — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Under- 
cover Doctor  (Para)  85 

Palms  State — Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN),  after 
wk.  at  Michigan;  Zero  Hour  (Rep) 70 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — Renegade  Trail  (Para);  The  Zero 

Hour  (Rep),  1st  half  75 

Apollo — Five  Came  Back  (RKO) ; The  Girl 

From  Mexico  (RKO)  65 

Circle — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Undercover 

Doctor  (Para)  150 

Loew’s — Goodbye,  Mr.  Cliips  (M-G-M);  Tell 

No  Tales  (M-G-M)  100 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Man  About  Town — New  York 

City  200 

Man  About  Town  (dual)  — 

Indianapolis  150 

Maisie — Cincinnati  140 

Bachelor  Mother — New  York 

City  135 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — New  York, 
Pittsburgh  135 

Maisie  (dual) — Kansas  City 135 

Daughters  Courageous — New 
York  125 

Five  Came  Back — New  York 125 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (dual)  — 

Boston  125 

Career  (dual) — Omaha  125 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  7th  wk.,  Los  Angeles, 
New  York  City;  4th  wk.,  Cincinnati;  3rd 
wk.,  Chicago. 

The  Mikado,  5th  loop  wk.,  Chicago. 

Daughters  Courageous,  3rd  wk.,  New  Yorlc 

City. 

Juarez,  3rd  wk.,  Salt  Lake  City. 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Susannah  of  the  Moiinties  (20th- 

Fox)  100 

Midland — Maisie  (M-G-M);  <i,000  Enemies 

(M-G-M)  135 

Newman — Graeie  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para); 

Mutiny  on  the  Bounty  (M-G-M),  reissue....  70 
Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  100 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 

Fox);  The  Gorilla  (20th-Fox)  100 

Downtown — The  Kid  Eroin  Kokomo  (FN)  ....  90 
Pour  Star — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

7th  wk 125 

Hillstreet — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col); 

Trapjied  in  the  Sky  (Col)  125 

Hollywood — ^Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col); 

First  Offenders  (Col)  125 

Paramount — Undercover  Doctor  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  75 

State — Same  as  Chinese  115 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Graeie 

Allen  Murder  Case  (Para)  140 

Riverside — The.v  Asked  for  It  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  160 

Strand — Invitation  to  Hapiiiiiess  (Para)  ; The 

Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ)  85 

Warner — Captain  Fury  (UA)  ; The  Man  Who 

Dared  (FN)  HO 

Wisconsin — Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M); 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col)  90 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Undercover  Doctor  (Para);  6,000 

Enemies  (M-G-M)  85 


Century — Juarez  (WB),  2nd  wk 80 

Gopher — The  Gorilla  (20th-Fox)  95 

Orpheum — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 

Fox),  plus  stage  sliow  85 

State — Man  Aliout  Town  (Para)  90 

Time — Dark  Rapture  (Univ)  85 


NEW  HAVEN 


College — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) ; Bo.v 

Friend  (20th-Fox)  55 

Loew-Poli — Maisie  (M-G-M);  0,000  Enemies 

(M-G-M),  moved  to  College  for  2nd  wk 95 

Paramount — Stolen  Fife  (Para);  Code  of  the 

.Streets  (Univ),  (5-day  holdover)  50 

Roger  Sherman — Five  Came  Back  (RKO); 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB),  6 days  75 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — ^Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th-Fox).  95 


Globe — The  Hard.vs  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 90 

Liberty — Sweepstakes  W’iiiner  (PN),  plus 

fight  pictures  90 

Orpheum — Five  Came  Back  (RKO),  plus 

fight  pictures  125 

Saenger — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 95 


State — Goodbye,  Air.  Chips  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  ..100 
Tudor — Rose  of  W’ashington  Square  (20th-Fox).  90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  7th 

wk.,  )ield  135 

Capitol— Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 40 

Criterion — Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para)  70 

Globe — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  110 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  200 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Baidiclor  Mother 

(RKO),  plus  stage  show  135 

Roxy — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show  115 

Strand — Daughters  Courageous  (WB),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show,  held  125 


OMAHA 


Brandeis — Career  (RKO);  Girl  and  the  Gam- 
bler (RKO)  125 

Omaha — Man  About  Town,  (Para);  Back  Door 

to  Heaven  (Para),  2nd  wk 110 

Oriilieum — Susaiiiiali  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 

Fox) ; Women  in  the  Wind  (WB)  120 

PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  135 

Earle — 6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  100 

i'’ox — Naughty  But  Nice  (WB),  with  Bruce 

Cal>ot  and  Milt  Britton's  Orch 85 

Karl  ton — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para), 

2nd  run  105 

Palace — Juarez  (WB),  3rd  run  105 

Stanley — Jlaii  About  Town  (Para)  85 

Stanton — Captain  Ihir.v  (UA),  2nd  run 120 


PITTSBURGH 


Alvin — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col)  60 

Penn — Goodliye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  1st  wk,..135 
Stanley — ^Nauglity  But  Nice  (WB);  Arthur 

Treacher  and  Blue  Barron  orcliestra 80 

Warner — Prison  Without  Bars  (UA) ; Sweep- 
stakes  Winner  (FN)  90 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — ^Prison  AVithout  Bars  (UA);  She 

Married  a C’op  (Rep)  110 

Mayfair — The  Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN);  The 

Old  Dark  House  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 

Orpheum- — Naughty  But  Nice  (WB) ; Charlie 

C’haii  in  Keno  (20th-Fox)  85 

Paramount — IMan  About  Town  (Para);  Chasing 

Danger  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 90 

United  Artist.s — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M); 
vStronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M)  100 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Centre — Goodliye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  125 

Studio — .liiarez  (WB),  3rd  wk 120 

Utah — Code  of  tlie  Streets  (Univ) ; Captain 

Fur.v  (UA)  105 

Victory — Midnight  (Para)  ; Torehy  Blane 

in  Chinatown  (FN)  105 
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RKO  I REP.  I PARA.  I MONO.  I M-G-M  I GN 


STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


KONGA — Fred  Stone,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Dick 
tJ  Fiske,  Robert  Warwick.  Producer:  Irving  Bris- 

O Director:  Sam  Nelson.  Screenplay:  Harold 

O Shumate. 


FIVE  LITTLE  PEPPERS  AND  HOW  THEY 
(iUEW  — Edith  Fellowes,  Dorothy  Ann  Seece, 
Clarence  Kolb,  Dorothy  Peterson.  Producer: 
Jack  Fier.  Director:  Charles  Barton.  Original: 
Margaret  Lothrop. 


RETrUN  OF  THE  THIN  MAN— William  Powell. 
Myrna  Loy.  Tom  Neal.  Producer:  Hunt  Strom- 
berg.  Director:  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II. 


HENRY  GOES  TO  ARIZONA— Frank  Morgan. 
George  Murphy,  Virginia  Weidler,  Ann  Morriss, 
Henry  Hull.  Guy  Kibbee,  Porter  Hall,  Douglas 
Fowley.  Producer:  Harry  Rapf.  Director:  Ed- 
win L.  Marin.  Original:  W.  C.  Tuttle. 

NORTHWEST  PASSAGE — Spencer  Tracy,  Wal- 
ter Brennan.  Robert  Young,  Donald  McBride, 
Larraine  Day.  Regis  Toomey,  Isabel  Jewel.  Pro- 
ducer: Hunt  Stromberg.  Director:  King  Vidor. 
Original:  Kenneth  Roberts.  Screenplay:  Laur- 
ence Stallings. 


THE  WOMEN — Norma  Shearer,  Joan  Crawford, 
Rosalind  Russell,  Paulette  Goddard,  Joan  Fon- 
taine. Producer:  Hunt  Stromberg.  Director: 
George  Cukor.  Original:  Claire  Booth. 

THESE  GLAMOFR  GIRLS — Lew  Ayres,  Lana 
Turner,  Anita  Louise,  Tom  Brown,  Marsha 
Hunt,  Owen  Davis  jr.  Producer:  Sam  Zlmbalist. 
Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 


OKLAHOMA  TERROR— Jack  Randall.  Producer: 
Lindsley  Parsons.  Director:  Spencer  Gordon  Ben- 
nett. 


RIDERS  OF  THE  RANCHO  GRANDE — Tex  Rit- 
ter, Jean  Joyce.  Producer:  Edward  Finney.  Di- 
rector: Spencer  Gordon  Bennett.  Screenplay: 
Jeff  Duffy,  Joseph  Levering. 


ZVnCDlClNE  SHOW— William  Boyd.  Russell  Hay- 
den, Marjorie  Rambeau,  Bernadene  Hayes.  Pro- 
ducer: Harry  Sherman.  Director:  Lesley  Selan- 
der.  Screenplay:  Harrison  Jacobs. 


I'NT.VMED — Ray  Milland,  Patricia  Morison,  Akim 
Tamiroff.  Eily  Malyon,  William  Frawley,  Jane 
Darwell.  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Darryl  Hickman.  Pro- 
ducer: Paul  Jones.  Director:  George  Archain- 
baud. 


MIDNIGHT  FLIGHT— Roscoe  Turner.  Phil  Regan, 
Jean  Parker.  Robert  Armstrong,  Noah  Berry  jr., 
Harlan  Briggs.  Producer:  Armand  Schaefer. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 


SMI^GGLED  CARGO  — Rochelle  Hudson.  George 
Barbier.  Cliff  Edwards,  John  Wray.  Producer: 
John  H.  Auer.  Director:  John  H.  Auer. 


AI.LEGHENY  FRONTIER— John  Wayne,  Claire 
Trevor.  Bruce  Cabot.  Brian  Donlevy,  Eddie 
Quillan.  Producer:  P.  J.  Wolfson.  Director:  Wil- 
liam A.  Seiter.  Original:  Neil  Swanson.  Screen- 
play: P.  J.  Wolfson. 

THE  HI  NCHRACK  OF  NOTRE  1).\ME — Charles 
I.aughton.  Maureen  O’Hara,  Ba.sil  Rathbone, 
Alan  Marshal.  Thomas  Mitchell,  Walter  Hamp- 
den. Producer:  Pandro  Berman.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Dieterle.  Original:  Victor  Hugo.  Screenplay: 
Bruno  Frank. 


THE  D.VY  THE  HOOKIES  HTIPT — Joe  Penner, 
Betty  Grable,  Richard  Lane,  Carol  Hughes.  Pro- 
ducer: Robert  Sisk.  Director:  Les  Goodwins. 
Original:  Daniel  Fuchs. 

FLl.L  (’ONFESSION— Sally  Eilers,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  Joseph  Calleia.  Producer:  Robert  Sisk. 
Director:  John  Farrow'.  Screenplay:  Jerry  Cady. 


(’ONSPIRACY — Allan  Lane,  Linda  Hayes,  Robert 
Barrat,  Dwight  Frye,  William  Von  Brinken.  Pro- 
ducer: Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Lew  Landers.  Origi- 
nal: John  McCarthy,  Faith  Thomas.  Screenplay: 
Jerome  Chodorov. 


X 

o 
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CITY  OF  DARKNESS— Sidney  Toler,  Lynn  Bari, 
Harold  Huber,  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Douglas  Dum- 
brille.  Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  Herbert 
I.  Leeds. 

FRONTIER  MARSHAI^Randolph  Scott.  Nancy 
Kelly.  Binnie  Barnes,  John  Carradine.  Cesar 
Romero.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director: 
Allan  Dwan.  Screenplay:  Sam  Heilman. 


THE  HOFSEKEEPER’S  DAFGHTER  — Joan  Ben- 
nett. Adolphe  Menjou,  William  Gargan.  Marc 
Lawrence,  Donald  Meek.  Producer:  Hal  Roach. 
Director:  Hal  Roach.  Original:  Donald  Hender- 
son Clarke. 


> 

THK.Y  CAN’T  HANG  ME — Edmund  Lowe,  Wendy 
Barrie.  Walter  Kingsford,  Bruce  Lister.  Pro- 
ducer: Irving  Starr.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

HAWAIIAN  NIGHTS — Johnny  Downs,  Constance 
Moore.  Mary  Carlisle.  Eddie  Quillan.  Producer: 
Max  Golden.  Director:  A1  Rogell. 

2 

D 

RIO — Sigrid  Gurie,  Robert  Cummings,  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  I.eo  Carrillo.  Victor  McLaglen.  Director: 
John  Brahm.  Screenplay:  Roland  Leigh,  Charles 
Grayson. 

I NEXPECTED  FATHER—Sandy  Henville,  Mischa 
Auer,  Shirley  Ross,  Joy  Hodges,  Dennis  O’Keefe. 
Producer:  Ken  Goldsmith.  Director:  Charles  La- 
mont. 

20,000  YEARS  IN  SING  SING — John  Garfield.  Pat 
p O’Brien,  Burgess  Meredith.  Ann  Sheridan,  Jer- 
^ ome  Cowan,  Willard  Robertson.  Producer:  Sam 
W Bischoff.  Director:  Anatole  Litvak.  Original: 

^ Lewis  E.  Lawes.  Screenplay:  Seton  I.  Miller. 


WE  .\RE  NOT  ALONE— Paul  Muni.  Dolly  Haas. 
Una  O’Connor,  Raymond  Severn.  Producer: 
Henry  Blanke.  Director;  Edmund  Goulding. 
Original:  James  Hilton. 

THE  AVORIT)  AIOVES  ON — James  Cagney.  Hump- 
hrey Bogart,  Ann  Sheridan,  Jeffrey  Lynn.  Pro- 
ducer: Sam  Bischoff.  Director:  Raoul  Walsh, 
Original:  Mark  Hellinger.  Screenplay:  John 
AVexley,  John  Huston. 


THE  LADY  AND  THE  KNIGHT— Bette  Davis. 
Errol  Flynn.  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Donald  Crisp, 
Henry  Daniell,  Alan  Hale.  Producer:  Robert 
Lord.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz.  Original:  Max- 
well Anderson. 
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Columbia 

A Woman  Is  the  Judgre.-t..)  July  10 

Drama.  A woman  judge  finds  the  girl  being 
tried  for  murder  is  her  daughter  who  disap- 
peared with  her  husband  17  years  ago,  and 
resigns  her  post  to  defend  the  girl.  Frieda 
Inescort,  Otto  Kruger,  Rocheile  Hudson.  Di- 
rector: Nick  Grinde. 

Awful  Truth,  The.  .1073. . (92) . .reissue June  15 

Comedy.  A gay  succession  of  events  begin  roli- 
ing  when  hubby  steps  out  on  his  wife,  but  ob- 
jects when  she  retaiiates  in  like  manner.  Irene 
Dunne.  Cary  Grant,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director: 
Leo  McCarey. 

Blind  Alley.. 9016..  (71)  May  11 

Action  Drama.  A kilier  escapes  from  prison, 
and  he  and  his  gang  take  refuge  in  the  home 
of  a psychology  professor,  where  the  latter 
attempts  to  analyze  the  fugitive.  Chester  Mor- 
ris, Ralph  Bellamy,  Ann  Dvorak.  Director: 
Charles  Vidor. 

Biondie  Meets  the  Boss.  .9009. . (70) Mar.  8 

Comedy.  Sequel  to  “Biondie,"  in  which  Dag- 
wood,  cheated  out  of  a vacation,  resigns,  but 
finds  himself  doing  housework  when  Biondie, 
who  trios  to  get  him  his  job  back,  winds  up  by 
taking  the  job  herself.  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur 
Lake.  Larry  Simms.  Director:  Prank  Strayer. 

CaUfomia  Frontier.  .8206. . (67)  Dec.  15 

Western.  Jones  thwarts  a gang  who  steal  the 
land  of  Spaniards  during  the  California  gold 
rush  days.  Buck  Jones,  Carmen  Bailey.  Direc- 
tor: Elmer  Clifton. 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (formerly  "Q”  Planes) 

9012..  (79)  June  20 

Action  Drama.  Scotland  Tard  is  called  upon  to 
solve  the  disappearance  of  secret  planes,  and 
uncovers  an  espionage  system  operating  a pow- 
erful destructive  ray.  Laurence  Olivier,  Valerie 
Hobson,  Ralph  Richardson.  Director:  Tim 
Whelan. 

First  Offenders.  .9030.  . (61) Apr.  12 

Drama.  An  attorney,  concerned  with  the  prob- 
lem of  rehabilitating  wayward  youngsters,  gives 
up  his  job  to  carry  out  his  idea.  Walter  Abel, 
Beverly  Roberts,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Frank 
McDonald. 

Frontiers  of  *49  (formerly  California 

Cavalcade) . .9212. . (64)  Jan.  19 

Western.  An  army  major  is  sent  to  investigate 
the  activities  of  a gang  of  crooks  exploiting 
land  owners,  the  trouble  starting  when  South- 
ern California  came  under  U.  S.  rule.  Bill  El- 
liott, Luana  Alcaniz,  Charles  King.  Director: 
Joseph  Levering. 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris.  .9005.  . (73) June  30 

Comedy.  A pretty  waitress  from  Minnesota 
with  a yen  to  go  to  Paris,  solves  her  problem 
in  hilarious  fashion,  lining  up  four  boy  friends 
to  take  her  there.  Meivyn  Douglas,  Joan  Blon- 
deil,  Walter  Connolly.  Director:  Alexander 
Hall. 

Homicide  Bureau.  .9036. . (69)  Jan.  6 

Drama.  An  expose  of  the  Junk  Dealers  Racket, 
in  which  the  head  of  the  Citizen’s  League  Is 
Involved.  Bruce  Cabot,  Rita  Hayworth.  Direc- 
tor: C.  C.  Coleman  Jr. 

Lady  and  the  Mob,  The.  .9013. . (65) Apr.  3 

Comedy.  A dainty,  old  lady  bank  owner  sets 
out  to  rid  the  town  of  racketeers  preying  on 
dry  cleaners.  Pay  Bainter,  Ida  Luplno,  Henry 
Armetta.  Director:  Ben  Stoloff. 

Law  Comes  to  Texas.  .9214. . (57) Apr.  16 

Western.  Wild  Bill  Hlckok  brings  law  and  or- 
der to  a small  Texas  town  run  by  a crooked 
sheriff  in  cahoots  with  the  judge.  Bill  Elliott, 
Veda  Ann  Borg.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Let  Us  Live.  .9007.  . (69) Feb.  28 

Drama.  A girl  with  a dauntless  spirit  battles 
to  save  her  lover  who  was  convicted  unjustly. 
Maureen  O’Sullivan.  Henry  Fonda,  Ralph  Bel- 
lamy, Alan  Baxter.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

I.s>ne  Star  Pioneers . . 9213 . . (56) Mar.  16 

Western.  A U.  S.  Marshal  joins  a gang  of  train- 
robbers  to  locate  the  leader,  and  succeeds  in 
rounding  up  the  whole  gang.  Bill  Elliott,  Doro- 
thy Gulliver.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Lone  Wolf  Sp.v  Hunt  (formerly  Lone  Wolf’s 

Daughter).. 9014..  (67)  Jan.  27 

Melodrama.  The  Lone  Wolf,  forced  to  aid  an 
International  espionage  ring  In  stealing  anti- 
aircraft gun  plans,  escapes  and  helps  the  law 


round  up  the  gang.  Warren  William.  Ida  Lu- 
pine, Rita  Hayworth.  Director:  Peter  Godfrey. 

Lost  Horizon . . 1071 . . (118)  . . reissue  June  1 

Drama.  From  the  James  Hilton  novel,  in  which 
a group  of  travelers  are  kidnaped  and  brought 
to  a strange,  Tibetan  civilization,  where  they 
find  happiness  and  contentment.  Ronald  Col- 
man,  Jane  Wyatt,  Sam  Jaffe,  Margo.  Director: 
Frank  Capra. 

Missing  Daughters.  .9027.  . (58)  May  22 

Melodrama.  A columnist  solves  the  mystery  of 
a missing  girl,  who  is  found  murdered,  and  un- 
covers the  dangerous  ring  responsible  for  this 
and  other  cases  of  missing  girls.  Richard  Ar- 
len,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Marian  Marsh.  Director: 
C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

M.v  Son  Is  a Criminal.  .9029. . (59) Feb.  32 

Action  Drama.  A retired  police  chief  is  un- 
aware of  his  son’s  criminal  activities,  but  Is 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  tragedy  when  the 
police  net  closes  In.  Alan  Baxter.  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Gordon  Oliver.  Director:  C.  C.  Cole- 
man. jr. 

North  of  Shanghai . .9038. . (69) Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  A woman  reporter  falls  in  love 
with  a hard-boiled  cameraman,  and  together 
they  track  down  a spy  ring  while  on  assign- 
ments in  China.  James  Craig,  Betty  Furness. 
Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

North  of  the  Yukon  (formerly  Mounted  Po- 
lice) . .9205.  . (64)  Mar.  30 

Action  Drama.  Suspended  for  failing  to  cap- 
ture a suspect,  a Mountie  does  some  undercover 
work  of  his  own  and  gets  Involved  in  a murder, 
a kidnapping  and  a fur-raiding  band.  Charles 
Starrett,  Linda  Winters,  Bob  Nolan.  Director: 
Sam  Nelson. 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings.  .9001.  . (122)  ...  .May  25 

Action  Drama.  A hard-boiled  manager  of  a South 
American  aviation  line  finds  love  and  adven- 
ture in  the  air.  Cary  Grant,  Jean  Arthur,  Rich- 
ard Barthelmess.  Director:  Howard  Hawks. 

Outside  These  Walls.  .9031.  . (61) May  4 

Drama.  Released  from  prison,  a young  man 
finds  employment  closed  to  him  becau.se  of  his 
past.  With  the  help  of  the  Warden  he  starts 
a newspaper,  and  again  fights  to  prove  his 
innocence  when  someone  Implicates  him  in  a 
robbery.  Michael  Whalen,  Dolores  Costello, 
Virginia  Weidler.  Director:  Raymond  B.  Mc- 
Carey. 

Parents  on  Trial . .9033.  . (57) June  29 

Drama.  A plea  for  patience  and  understanding 
by  parents,  especially  in  cases  Involving  adoles- 
cent romances  and  elopements.  Jean  Parker, 
Johnny  Downs,  Noah  Beery  jr.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Rio  Grande.  .9202. . (67) Dec  8 

Western  The  hero  helps  the  girl  find  her  broth- 
er’s killer,  and  saves  the  cattle  from  being  stolen. 
Charles  Starrett,  Ann  Doran.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Romance  of  the  Redwoods.  . (67) Mar.  30 

Outdoor  Drama.  Two  log  cutters,  working  at 
the  same  machine,  are  in  love  with  the  same 
girl.  One  of  them  is  accidentally  killed  when 
the  machine  jams  and  the  other,  suspected  of 
jealousy,  is  accused  of  murder.  Charles  Bick- 


ford, Jean  Parker,  Gordon  Oliver.  Director: 
Charles  Vidor. 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring.  .9015. . (63) Dec.  29 


Melodrama.  An  F.B.I.  man  Impersonates  an 
Inventor  of  a gas  formula  to  smash  a powerful 
spy  ring.  Ralph  Bellamy,  Fay  Wray.  Regis 
Toomey.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 

Spoilers  of  the  Range.  .9206.  . (58) Apr.  27 

Western.  Charles  Starrett  helps  the  ranchers 
recover  the  money  stolen  from!  them  which  was 
to  pay  for  a new  dam.  Charles  Starrett.  Iris 
Meredith.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade,  The  (formerly 

Outside  the  Law) . .9023. . (66) Dec.  16 

Drama.  A crusading  surgeon  fights  prejudice 
and  Ignorance  to  Implant  modern  medical  aids 
in  a mountaineer  community.  Jack  Holt.  Bev- 
erly Roberts,  Noah  Beery  Jr.  Director:  Lewis 
D.  Collln.s. 

Terror  of  Tiny  Town.  .9050. . (63) Dec.  1 

Comedy  Melodrama.  Ranch  owners  blame  each 
other  for  cattle  rustling,  but  a third  party  turns 
out  to  be  responsible.  Billy  Curtis,  Yvonne 
Moray.  Director:  Sam  Newfleld. 

Texas  Stampede.  .9204.  . (57)  Feb.  9 

Western.  A sheriff  risks  his  life  trying  to  make 


peace  between  the  sheep  raisers  and  cowmen 
of  his  town.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith. 
Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

There’s  'That  Woman  Again.  .9006. . (70)  ..  .Dec.  24 
Comedy  Mystery.  A sequel  to  "There’s  Always 
a Woman,"  In  which  a husband-wife  detective 
team  solves  a series  of  baffling  Jewel  robberies. 
Meivyn  Douglas.  Virginia  Bruce.  Director: 
Alexander  Hall. 

Thundering  West.  .9203. . (67) Jan.  12 

Western.  A former  member  of  an  outlaw  gang 
is  appointed  sheriff.  He  captures  his  own  gang 
and  becomes  an  honest  citizen.  Charles  Star- 
rett, Hank  Bell.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Trapped  in  the  Sky . .9024.  . (61)  June  1 

Action  Drama.  Portrays  the  efforts  of  a spy 
ring  to  destroy  a new  airplane  development  by 
the  U.  S.  Army.  Jack  Holt,  C.  Henry  Gordon, 
Katherine  DeMille.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Western  Caravans  (formerly  Arizona  Cowboy) 

9207..  (68)  June  15 

Western.  A sheriff  prevents  trouble  that  threat- 
ens when  government  settlers  arrive  to  take  up 
their  claims.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith, 
Russell  Simpson.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Whispering  Enemies.  .9023.  . (63) Mar.  24 

Action  Drama.  A cosmetic  manufacturer  is 
forced  into  bankruptcy  when  a rival  concern 
launches  a whispering  campaign  against  his 
product.  He  retaliates  in  a manner  that  gets 
him  in  trouble  with  the  law.  Jack  Holt,  Dolores 
Costello.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

First  National 

Blackwell’s  Island.  .361.  . (71)  Mar.  35 

Action  Drama.  A gang  lord  takes  over  an 
island  prison,  where  he  lives  in  splendor,  but 
a reporter  spikes  the  efforts  of  the  crooks  and 
politicians.  John  Garfield,  Rosemary  Lane, 
Stanley  Fields.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service.  .374. . (62) May  37 

Action  Drama.  The  secret  service  trail  a band 
of  counterfeiters  operating  from  an  old  mon- 
astery in  Mexico.  Ronald  Reagan.  Roselle 
Towne,  Moroni  Olsen.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy . .353. . (102) May  6 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  Leon  G.  Turrou's  ar- 
ticles dealing  with  the  activities  of  the  Nazi 
spy  ring  in  America.  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
Paul  Lukas,  Francis  Lederer.  Director:  Anatole 
Litvak. 

Dark  Victory.  .354. . (106)  Apr.  22 

Drama.  A spoiled,  flippant  millionairess  learns 
from  her  doctor-husband  that  her  life  is  limited 
to  months  and  that  blindness  will  be  the  warn- 
ing sign.  Bette  Davis,  George  Brent,  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald.  Director:  Edmund  Goulding. 

Going  Places.  .369.  . (84)  Dec.  31 

Comedy  with  Music.  A humble  clerk  poses  as  a 
famous  rider  at  a society  steeplechase  to  pro- 
mote business  for  his  boss,  but  is  forced  to  ride 
and  win  the  race  in  order  to  win  the  girl.  Dick 
Powell.  Anita  Louise.  Director:  Ray  Enright. 

Kid  From  Kokomo.  . 363 ..  (92)  June  24 

Action  Drama.  A country  orphan  boy  becomes 
heavyweight  champion  through  the  efforts  of 
a fight  promoter  and  the  motherly  affection  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  an  aging  erstwhile  actress. 
Pat  O’Brien,  Wayne  Morris,  Joan  Blondell,  May 
Robson.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Man  Who  Dared,  The  (formerly  I Am  Not 

Afraid) . .375. . (60)  June  3 

Melodrama.  A remake  of  “The  Star  Witness,” 
in  which  an  aging  Spanish  war  veteran  wipes 
out  a gang  of  racketeers  who  try  to  intimidate 
him  at  a grand  jury  hearing.  Charley  Grape- 
win,  Jane  Bryan.  Director:  Crane  Wilbur. 

Nanc.v  Drew,  Reporter.  .372.  . (67) Feb.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A girl,  the  ward  of  a wealthy 
woman,  is  held  for  the  woman’s  murder,  but 
Nancy  finds  the  real  culprit.  Bonita  Granville. 
John  Litel.  Director:  William  Clemens. 

Sweepstakes  Winner.  .373.  . (.59)  Apr.  29 

Melodrama.  A gullible  blonde  is  taken  in  by 
a couple  of  race  horse  phonies,  but  beginners 
luck  aids  her  In  winning  the  sweepstakes. 
Marie  Wilson,  Johnnie  Davis,  Allen  Jenkins, 
Charles  Foy.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Torch.v  Blane  in  Chinatown.  .371. . (58)  ...  .Feb.  4 
Action  Drama.  Torchy  Blane  solves  the  Oriental 
murder  mystery  of  three  men  who  had  received 
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death  threats.  Glenda  Farrell,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane.  Director:  William  Beaudine. 

Yes,  M.V  Darlinjj  Daughter.  .357. . (85) Feb.  25 

Comedy.  Adapted  from  the  sophisticated 

■ Broadway  stage  play.  Two  lovers,  doomed  to 
a two-year  separation  plan  an  unchaperoned 
weekend  together,  which  results  in  a riotous 
family  turmoil.  Priscilla  Lane.  Jeffrey  Lynn. 
May  Robson,  Roland  Young.  Director:  Wiiliam 
Keighley. 

Y'ou  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder.. 364 

(78)  May  20 

Action  Drama.  A boy  of  the  slums  pals  around 
with  a police  character,  who  kills  a pawn- 
broker, for  which  murder  his  sister’s  patrol- 
man fiance  is  charged.  Humphrey  Bogart,  Gale 
Page,  Billy  Halop,  Harvey  Stephens.  Director: 
Lewis  Seiler. 

Gaumont  British 

Pagliaeci.  . (78) 

Musical  Drama.  Based  on  the  famous  opera. 
"II  Pagliaccl,”  in  which  a Jealous  husband  kills 
his  unfaithfui  wife  and  her  lover.  Richard  Tau- 
ber, Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Karl  Grune. 

Grand  National 

Crashing  Tlirough . . 327 . . ( . . ) Jan.  20 

Western.  One  of  the  Renfrew  series,  in  which 
a Royal  Mounted  officer  aids  a girl  and  her 
brother  in  getting  back  a gold  mine  right- 
fully belonging  to  them.  James  Newill,  War- 
ren Hull.  Jean  Carmen.  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

Exile  Express.  .301.  . (70)  May  13 

Drama.  The  chemist  a girl  works  for  Is  found 
dead  and  she  is  ordered  deported.  A reporter 
follows  the  girl,  rescues  her  from  abductors,  and 
gets  the  story  and  the  girl.  Anna  Sten,  Alan 
Marshal.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Frontier  Scout ..  325 ..  (62)  Oct.  21 

Western.  A western  with  a Civil  War  back- 
ground, in  which  Wild  Bill  Hlckok  as  a Kan- 
sas town  marshal  saves  his  friend’s  cattle-com- 
mission house  from  cattle  rustlers.  George 
Houston.  A1  St.  John,  Dave  O’Brien.  Director; 
Sam  Newfield. 

Long  Shot.  .313.  . (69)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  After  a streak  of  hard  luck,  a 
young  horseman  buys  a horse  for  a song,  and  it 
wins  the  big  race.  Gordon  Jones,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Harry  Davenport.  Director:  Charles  Lament. 

Panama  Patrol .. 314.  . (69)  May  20 

Action  Drama.  Uncle  Sam’s  Cipher  Bureau  in- 
tercepts a note  which  leads  to  the  uncovering 
of  foreign  spies  operating  in  the  Panama  Canal 
zone.  Leon  Ames,  Charlotte  Wynters,  Abner 
Biberman.  Director;  Charles  Lament. 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl.  .W  1-2.  . (52) Jan.  26 

Western.  A girl  enters  her  horse  in  the  rodeo 
show  to  win  the  $5,000  prize  money  so  she  can 
pay  her  father’s  debts.  The  money  is  stolen  and 
she  is  accused.  Dorothy  Page,  Vince  Barnett. 
Director;  Samuel  Diege. 

Singing  Cowgirl  (formerly  Lady  Buckaroo) 

4Vl-3..(57)  May  31 

Western.  A scheming  lawyer  discovers  gold  on 
an  adjoining  ranch,  has  the  couple  who  owns 
it  killed  but  is  trapped  when  he  tries  to  do 
away  with  the  child.  Dorothy  Page,  David 
O’Brien.  Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

.Six-Gun  Khythm.  .4V1-19.  . (57)  May  13 

AVestern.  A college  football  hero  returns  to  his 
ranch  to  find  his  father  murdered  and  the  mur- 
derers ruling  the  countryside.  His  football  pals 
lend  a hand  and  they  clean  up  the  mob.  Tex 
Fletcher,  Joan  Barclay.  Director;  Sam  New- 
field. 

Trigger  Pals.  .WI-13.  . (55)  Jan.  14 

Western.  A cowboy  locates  the  brains  of  a gang 
of  rustlers,  who  turns  out  to  be  the  mortgage 
holder  on  his  ranch.  Art  Jarrett,  Lee  Powell. 
Director:  Sam  Newfield. 

Water  Rustlers  (formerly  Last  Barrier) 

WI-1..(54)  Jan.  6 

Western.  When  the  only  creek  In  the  valley  is 
cut  off.  the  hero  dynamites  a hill  to  save  the 
property  of  ranchers.  Dorothy  Page.  David 
O’Brien.  Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Bridal  Suite  (formerly  Maiden  Voyage) 

937..  (69)  May  26 

Comedy.  A spoiled  playboy,  after  dodging  his 
wedding  three  times,  finally  settles  down  when 
he  falls  in  love  with  a maid  in  Switzerland. 
Annabella,  Robert  Toung,  Walter  Connolly, 
Billie  Burke.  Director:  William  Thiele. 

Broadway  Serenade.  .931. . (113) Apr.  7 

Drama  with  Music.  A success  vs.  marriage  vs. 
career  combination,  in  this  story  of  a struggling 
song  composer  whose  wife  becomes  a prlma 
donna,  which  ultimately  leads  to  their  es- 
trangement. Jeanette  MacDonald,  Lew  Ayres, 
P'rank  Morgan.  Director:  Robert  Z.  Leonard. 


Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor.  .919.  . (67) Jan.  13 

Action  Drama.  The  owner  of  a string  of  race- 
track cars  thinks  a jinx  is  working  against  him 
when  three  drivers  crack  up,  but  investigation 


reveals  the  drivers  are  being  doped.  Dennis 
O’Keefe,  Cecilia  Parker,  Nat  Pendleton.  Direc- 
tor: Edward  Sedgwick. 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare.  .932.  . (86) Apr.  28 


Drama.  A doctor's  assistant  in  a clinic  in  a 
tenement  district  becomes  involved  in  a murder 
case  when  he  keeps  secret  a call  he  makes  to 
help  a wounded  boy.  Facing  disgrace,  he  sets 
about  to  absolve  the  boy  and  to  clear  his  own 
name.  Lionel  Barrymore,  Lew  Ayres,  Lana 
Turner,  Lynne  Carver.  Director:  Harold  S.  Buc- 
quet. 

Christmas  Carol,  A.. 917..  (69)  Q Dec.  16 

Drama.  Adapted  from  the  Charles  Dickens* 
Yuletide  classic.  Reginald  Owen,  Gene  Lock- 
hart. Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Fast  and  Loose.  .924.  . (79) Feb.  17 

Mystery-Comedy.  A dealer  in  rare  books  turns 
detective  to  save  his  life  when  he  is  accused 
of  the  murder  and  subsequent  library  raid  of 
an  eccentric  book  collector.  Robert  Montgom- 


ery, Rosalind  Russell,  Ralph  Morgan.  Direc- 
tor: Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Four  Girls  in  White.  .921.  . (70) Jan.  27 

Drama.  A selfish,  student  nurse,  with  a gold 


digger  complex,  is  finally  redeemed  through 
sacrifice  after  the  death  of  an  innocent  girl. 
Florence  Rice,  Alan  Marshal,  Ann  Rutherford, 
Una  Merkel.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Girl  Downstairs,  The  (formerly  The  Awaken- 
ing of  Katrina) . .916.  . (77) Dec.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A wealthy  architect  thinks  he 
is  in  love  with  a girl  he  met  in  a Swiss  cafe, 
but  finds  he  really  loves  the  girl’s  maid.  Fran- 
clska  Gaal,  Franchot  Tone,  Walter  Connolly,  Rita 
Johnson.  Director:  Norman  Taurog. 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chii>s.  . (114)  July  28 

Drama.  A shy,  young  English  schoolmaster 
becomes  headmaster  through  the  inspiration 
and  love  of  a young  woman.  Robert  Donat, 
Greer  Garson.  Director:  Sam  Wood. 

Hardys  Itide  High,  The . .934  . . (81) Apr.  21 

Comedy.  The  Hardys  are  about  to  come  into 
a large  inheritance,  but  evidence  is  found  to 
disprove  their  rights,  and  the  family  settles 
down  to  normal  living  once  more.  Lewis  Stone, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Fay  Holden,  Cecilia  Parker. 


Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Honolulu.  .922.  . (85)  Feb.  3 

Comedy  with  Music.  An  actor  and  a Hawaiian 
plantation  owner,  exchange  places  i)ecause  each 
tliinlis  the  other  has  a more  enviable  life.  Comic 
and  romantic  complications  ensue.  Eleanor 
Powell.  Robert  Young,  Grade  Allen.  Director: 
Edward  Buzzell. 

Hiu  lcleberry  Finn  . ,923. . (91)  Feb.  10 


Comedy  Drama.  From  Mark  Twain’s  story  of 
the  lad  who  runs  away  with  a Negro  slave,  the 
town  believing  the  slave  murdered  the  boy. 
Mickey  Rooney,  Rex  Ingram,  Walter  Connolly. 
t>irector:  Richard  Thorpe. 

lee  Follies  of  19.39,  The.  .925.  . (82) Mar.  10 

Musical.  Two  talented  professionals  elope,  but 
their  careers  clash  and  false  pride  causes  them 
to  drift  apart.  The  girl  becomes  a famous 
film  star  and  her  husband  starts  the  “Ice  Fol- 
lies.” Success  for  both,  after  years  of  sepa- 
ration, reunites  them.  Joan  Crawford,  James 


Stewart,  Lew  Ayres.  Director:  Reinhold 

Schunzel. 

Idiot’s  Delight.  .920.  . (107)  Jan.  27 


Comedy  Drama.  From  the  Pulitzer  Prize  play. 
Two  small-time  vaudevillians,  who  fall  in  love 
in  Omaha,  meet  years  later  in  Geneva.  The 
girl,  mistress  of  a munitions  manufacturer,  is 
left  flat  in  an  air  raid  and  goes  back  to  her 
old  love.  Norma  Shearer.  Clark  Gable,  Ed- 
ward Arnold.  Director:  Clarence  Brown. 

It’s  a AVonderfiil  World  . .936.  . (86) May  19 

Comedy.  A private  detective,  assigned  to  guard 
a millionaire  playboy,  finds  himself  trying  to 
solve  a murder  to  keep  his  boss  from  going 
to  the  electric  chair  for  the  crime.  Claudette 
Colbert,  James  Stewart,  Ernest  Truex.  Director: 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke  If. 

Kid  From  Texas,  The . . 929 . . (70) Apr.  14 

Romantic  Comedy.  A Texas  cowhand  shows 
society  back  east  a few  fancy  ways  of  playing 
polo.  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Florence  Rice.  Director: 
S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Let  Freedom  King.  .926.  . (85) Feb,  24 

Drama  With  Music.  A film  with  a patriotic 
theme,  the  story  centering  around  the  attempts 
of  railroad  operators  to  steal  the  settlers'  lands. 
Nelson  Eddy,  Virginia  Bruce,  Victor  McLaglen, 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Edward  Arnold,  Charles  But- 
terworth.  Director:  Jack  Conway. 

Lucky  Night.  .933.  . (82)  May  5 

Comedy.  A bored  daughter  of  wealth  meets 
a young  man  on  a park  bench,  and  after  em- 
barking on  a night  in  search  of  excitement, 
they  wind  up  married.  But  when  the  spirit  of 
excitement  dies  down,  the  marriage  is  threat- 


ened. Myrna  Loy,  Robert  Taylor.  Director: 
Norman  Taurog. 

Maisie.  .940.  . (74)  June  23 

Comedy.  A showgirl,  stranded  in  Wyoming, 
gets  a job  on  a cattle  ranch,  and  shows  the 
woman-hating  foreman  a few  tricks  of  her  own. 
Robert  Young,  Ann  Sothern.  Director:  Edwin 
L.  Marin. 

On  Borrowed  Time ..(..)  July  7 

Drama.  The  story  of  a beloved  grandfather 
who  fights  death  to  keep  the  grandson  he 
adores  from  the  clutches  of  a scheming  aunt. 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Bobs  Watson,  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke,  Beulah  Bondi.  Director:  Harold 
S.  Bucquet. 

Pygmalion.  .980.  . (87)  ^ Mar.  3 

Comedy.  From  George  Bernard  Shaw's  story, 
in  which  a professor  of  speech  sets  out  to  win 
a wager  by  transforming  a poor,  ignorant  flower 
girl  into  a lady.  I.,eslie  Howard,  Wendy  Hiller. 
Director;  Anthony  Asquith. 

Sergeant  Madden.  .927.  . (80)  Mar.  24 

Action  Drama.  The  story  of  an  American  cop, 
whose  pursuit  of  justice  made  him  unrelent- 
ingly trail  his  own  son  wlio  had  gone  from 
cop  to  killer.  Wallace  Beery,  Tom  Brown,  Alan 
Curtis,  Fay  Holden.  Director:  Josef  von  Stern- 
berg. 

6,000  Enemies.  .938.  . (61)  June  9 

Melodrama.  A hardboiled  district  attorney  who 
sent  scores  of  framed  men  to  prison  is  himself 
framed  and  put  behind  the  bars  with  6,000 
enemy  inmates  plotting  against  him.  Walter 
Pidgeon,  Rita  Johnson,  Paul  Kelly,  Harold  Hu- 
ber. Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

So<  iely  Lawyer . . 9.30 ..  (78)  Afar.  31 

Drama.  A remake,  in  which  a conservative 
lawyer  resigns  his  position  to  be  a criminal 
lawyer,  and  loses  his  fiancee  as  a result  but 
is  called  in  to  defend  his  rival  in  love  on  a 
murder  charge.  Walter  Pidgeon,  Virginia  Bruce, 
Leo  Carrillo.  Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Stand  I p and  nglit.  .918.  . (95) Jan.  6 

Historical  Drama.  A saga  of  the  struggle  for 
supremacy  between  stagecoaches  and  the  first 
railroads  in  colonial  America.  Wallace  Beery 
Robert  Taylor,  Florence  Rice.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke. 

Stronger  Thau  Desire.  .941.  . (78)  June  30 

Drama.  Remake  of  “Evelyn  Prentice”  in  which 
a brilliant  criminal  lawyer  learns  his  wife  is 
involved  in  a murder,  through  the  reflection 
in  the  eye  of  a snapshot  of  the  murdered  man. 
Virginia  Bruce,  Walter  Pidgeon.  Director: 
Leslie  Fenton. 

SweetlicartH.  .910.  . (110)  0O  Dec.  30 

Musical  Drama.  A producer  plots  against  the 
sweetheart  team  of  his  musical  show  to  prevent 
their  signing  a film  contract.  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald, Nelson  Eddy,  Frank  Morgan.  Director: 
W.  s.  Van  Dyke. 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son  ! . .939  . . (81)  June  16 

Action  Drama.  The  King  of  the  Jungle  re- 
turn.s  to  share  his  glory  with  the  crown  prince 
of  Tarzania.  Johnny  Weissmuller,  Maureen 
O’Sullivan,  John  Sheffield.  Director:  Richard 
Thorpe. 

Tell  No  Tales.  .935.  . (69) May  12 

Action  Drama.  A newspaperman,  into  whose 
hands  falls  a hundred-dollar  bill  that  is  part  of 
the  ransom  money  paid  in  a kidnapping,  trails 
its  source,  and  at  each  step  a drama  is  uncov- 
ered which  involves  a group  of  individuals 
through  whose  Iiands  tlie  money  has  passed. 
Melvyn  Douglas,  I^ouise  Platt,  Douglas  Dum- 
brille.  Director;  Le.slie  Fenton. 

'I'hey  All  Come  Out..(..) July  14 

Drama.  Authentic  shots  of  the  interiors  and 
system  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  form 
the  background  of  this  story  of  a hungry,  rag- 
ged youth  who  aligned  himself  with  a gang 
of  criminals  and  is  sent  to  a reformatory. 
Rita  Johnson,  Tom  Neal.  Director:  Jacques 
Tourneur. 

AVilhiii  the  I.nw  . .928 . . (65) Mar.  17 

Melodrama.  A remake  of  the  famous  play  by 
Bayard  Veiller.  A girl  serves  three  years  in 
prison  for  robbing  her  employer,  a charge  on 
whicli  she  is  innocent.  When  released,  she 
plans  to  marry  boss’s  son  for  revenge  but  falls 
in  love  with  him.  Ruth  Hussey,  Paul  Kelly, 
William  Gargan.  Director:  Gustav  Machaty. 

Monogram 

Across  the  Plains  (formerly  Riders  of  the 

Rio  Grande) . .3855.  . (53)  June  1 

Western.  Two  brothers  are  separated  in  child- 
hood, one  is  reared  by  Indians,  the  other  by 
renegades.  The  first  swears  vengeance  on  the 
renegades,  not  knowing  that  his  brother  is  at 
the  head  when  their  paths  cross  years  later. 
Jack  Randall,  Dennis  Moore,  Joyce  Bryant.  Di- 
rector: Spencer  Bennett. 

Bo.^  s’  Koforii»atr»ry  . .3820.  . (61)  May  1 

Action  Drama.  A young  lad  takes  the  rap  so 
that  his  buddy  can  stay  out  of  the  reformatory 
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and  save  his  face  with  his  mother.  Frankie 
Darro,  Grant  Withers.  Director:  Howard  Breth- 
erton. 

Convict’s  Code  (formerly  Parole) 

3822..  (63)  Jan.  18 

Action  Drama.  A man  paroled  from  prison,  sets 
out  to  clear  his  name  and  to  find  the  party  who 
framed  him.  Robert  Kent,  Anne  Nagel,  Sidney 
Blackmer.  Director:  Lambert  Hlllyer. 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail.  .3864.  . (63) May  18 

Western.  A ranch  foreman  dresses  as  Santa 
Claus  to  capture  a cattle  rustler,  Tex  Ritter, 
Mary  Brodell,  Horace  Murphy,  Charles  King. 
Director:  A1  Herman. 

Drifting  Westward.  .3854. . (.59)  Jan.  35 

Western.  It's  the  old  story  of  the  hidden  gold 
mine,  who  has  the  map  and  how  it  turns  up 
accidentally  after  the  hero  is  called  Into  ser- 
vice. Jack  Randall,  Edna  Duran.  Director:  Bob 
Hill. 

Gang  Bullets.  .3818.  .(63)  Nov.  23 

Melodrama.  A district  attorney  “joins”  a rack- 
eteering mob,  finally  driving  them  out  of 
Bridgetown.  Robert  Kent,  Ann  Nagel,  Charles 
Trowbridge.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Little  Pal  (formerly  The  Healer) ..  Reissue 

. .3828.  . (66)  Feb.  3 

Drama.  A young  doctor,  operating  a email 
town  orthopedic  clinic,  effects  cures  that  win 
him  fame  as  a miracle  healer.  Ralph  Bellamy, 
Karen  Morley,  Mickey  Rooney,  Judith  Allen. 
Director:  Reginald  Barker. 

Mystery  of  Mr,  Wong.  .3806.  . (67) Mar.  8 

Melodrama.  The  Oriental  sleuth  tracks  down 
an  invisible  killer.  Boris  Karloff,  Dorothy  Tree, 
Grant  Withers,  Director:  William  Nigh. 

Mystery  Plane  (formerly  Sky  Pirate) 

. .3809.  . (60)  Mar.  8 

Action  Drama.  An  inventor  of  a bombing  de- 
vice outwits  a spy  who  kidnaps  him  to  get  the 
plans,  and  escapes  in  a plane,  the  spy  in  pur- 
suit. An  air  fight  ensues.  John  Trent,  Mil- 
burn  Stone,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director:  George 
Waggner. 

Navy  Secrets.  .3805.  . (60)  Feb.  1 

Action  Drama.  Two  Naval  Intelligence  Service 
workers  find  romance  when  they  meet  while 
working  on  the  same  case.  Grant  Withers, 
Fay  Wray,  William  von  Brincken.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton. 

Rollin’  AVestward.  .3863.  . (67)  Mar.  1 

Western.  Tex  joins  a gang  of  home.steaders 
but  learns  that  their  claims  in  the  cattle  coun- 
try are  illegal,  and  crime  runs  rampant  until 
the  guilty  parties  are  brought  to  justice.  Tex 
Ritter,  Dorothy  Fay.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (formerly  Girl  From 

Nowhere) . .3823.  . (57)  June  10 

Melodrama.  Unaware  that  she  was  born  in 
prison,  a young  bride  is  victim  of  a blackmail 
plot  being  aligned  against  her.  But  the  black- 
mailer’s wife  prevents  the  plot  from  taking 
form.  Anne  Nagel,  Warren  Hull,  Lester  Mat- 
hews, Mayo  Methot.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Starlight  Over  Texas.  .3869.  . (59) Sept.  7 

Western.  The  first  in  the  series  of  eight  prairie 
operas  Monogram  will  make.  Story  concerns  a 
Texas  ranger  in  pursuit  of  r*attle  rustlers.  Tex 


Ritter.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Star  Reporter.  .3823.  . (62)  Feb.  22 

Melodrama.  A young  newspaper  publisher 


inaugurates  a campaign  against  crime,  and  gets 
himself  in  deep  when  he  learns  prominent  peo- 
ple are  involved.  Warren  Hull,  Marsha  Hunt, 

Morgan  Wallace.  Director:  Howard  Brether- 

ton. 

Streets  of  New  York.  .3802.  . (73) Apr.  12 

Drama.  A lad  of  the  slums  sets  up  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  his  ideal  and  strives  to  become  a 
lawyer  in  the  face  of  poverty  and  a gangster 
brother.  Jackie  Cooper,  Martin  Spellman,  George 
Irving.  Director:  William  Nigh. 

Stunt  Pilot.  .3814.  . (62)  July  1 

Action  Drama.  Second  of  the  “Tailspin  Tommy” 
series.  A stunt  pilot  for  a motion  picture  com- 
pany, while  making  a war  film,  is  involved  in 
a murder  mystery  when  real  bullets  are  substi- 
tuted for  blanks  and  he  innocently  kills  an- 

other pilot.  John  Trent,  Marjorie  Reynolds, 
Milburn  Stone.  Director:  George  Waggner. 


Sundown  on  the  Prairie . . 3862 . . (53) Feb.  8 

Western.  A mountain  pass  is  dynamited  to  trap 
a gang  of  cattle  smugglers.  Tex  Ritter,  Dorothy 
Fay.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Tough  Kid.  .3819. . (61) Dec,  28 


Action  Drama.  A tough  kid  keeps  his  brother’s 
fight  manager  from  resorting  to  trickery  to 
throw  the  championship  fight.  Frankie  Darro. 
Dick  Purcell,  Judith  Allen.  Director:  Howard 
Bretherton. 

Trigger  Smith . . 3854 . . (59)  Mar.  22 

Western.  The  sheriff’s  son  cleans  up  a gang  of 
bank  robbers  who  had  killed  his  brother.  Jack 
Randall,  Frank  Yaconelli,  Dennis  Moore,  Joyce 
Bryant.  Director:  Alan  James. 

Undercover  Agent.  .3824.  . (56)  Apr.  5 

Melodrama.  A postal  inspector  finds  the  party 
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behind  a counterfeit  sweepstakes  ticket  racket, 
thereby  clearing  his  girl’s  father  of  the  charge. 
Russell  Gleason,  Shirley  Deane,  J.  M.  Kerrigan. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 

AA'anted  by  Scotland  Yard.  .3839. . (63) Apr.  19 

Melodrama.  An  ex-convict  is  framed  Into  go- 
ing back  into  a criminal  career  when  he  Is 
led  to  believe  his  sweetheart  has  betrayed  him. 
James  Stephenson,  Betty  Lynne.  Director:  Nor- 
man Lee. 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (formerly  Last 

Outlaw).. 3852..  (50) Dec.  21 

Western.  Two  pals  of  the  saddle  ride  the  range 
searching  for  the  murderer  of  the  brother  of 
one  of  them.  Jack  Randall,  Dorothy  Short. 
Director:  Robert  HUl. 

Wolf  Call . . 3813 . . (65)  May  22 

Action  Drama.  Adapted  from  Jack  London’s 
novel,  of  a New  York  playboy  whose  father,  in 
order  to  make  a man  of  him.,  sends  him  into 
the  Northern  wilds  to  operate  a radium  mine. 
John  Carroll,  Movita.  Director:  George  Wag- 
gner. 

Paramount 

Ambush.  .3820.  . (62)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A gang  of  bandits  kidnap  a girl 
working  in  a bank  because  she  recognized  her 
brother  as  one  of  the  bandits.  The  boy  loses  his 
life  to  save  his  sister.  Gladys  Swarthout,  Lloyd 
Nolan,  William  Henry.  Director:  Kurt  Neu- 
mann. 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond . . 3812 . . (68) Nov.  25 

Melodrama.  An  international  spy  commits  two 
murders  to  gain  possession  of  an  invention  for 
explosives,  valuable  for  use  in  warfare,  but 
Bulldog  Drummond  and  hi.s  girl  friend  bring 
about  the  capture  of  the  criminals.  John 
Howard,  Heather  Angel,  H.  B.  Warner.  Di- 
rector: James  Hogan. 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad.  .3817.  . (90) ...  .Dec.  30 
Comedy.  The  adventures  of  an  American  thea- 
trical troupe  stranded  in  Paris  who  are  saved 
by  a Texas  oil  millionaire  and  his  daughter  who 
join  the  troupe  incognito.  Jack  Benny,  Joan 
Bennett,  Mary  Boland,  Yacht  Club  Boys.  Di- 
rector: Mitchell  Leisen. 

Back  Door  to  Heaven.  .3833.  . (85)  Apr.  21 

Drama.  Five  people  in  the  same  graduating 
class  meet  ten  years  later  as  a lawyer,  a night 
club  dancer,  a bank  president,  a dishonored 
ship’s  captain,  and  a fugitive  from  the  law. 
Wallace  Ford,  Aline  McMahon,  Stuart  Erwin, 
Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  Wm.  K.  Howard. 

Beachcomber,  The . . 3863 . . (89)  Mar.  10 

Drama.  A shiftless  drifter  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  tropics  wages  a stiong  fight  against  a 
woman  missionary  who  tries  to  reform  him. 
Charles  Laughton.  Elsa  Lanchester.  Director: 
Erich  Pommer. 

Boy  Trouble.  .3824.  . (74)  Feb.  17 

Comedy.  Two  adopted  youngsters  nearly  wreck 
a household  and  almost  cause  a divorce,  but 
the  family  is  drawn  together  when  one  of  the 
boys  becomes  111.  Charles  Ruggle.s,  Mary  Bo- 
land, Billy  T.ee,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director: 
George  Archainbaud. 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride.  .3844.  . (57) ...  .June  30 
Melodrama.  Drummond  finally  marries  his 
fiancee,  despite  interruptions  by  a bank  robbery 
and  a midnight  murder.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel.  Director:  James  Hogan. 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret  Police.  .3831.  . 

(55)  Apr.  14 

Melodrama.  A valuable  King’s  treasure  Is  lost, 
and  Drummond  unearths  a torture  chamber  in 
the  secret  passages  of  Rockingham  Towers,  and 
murder,  explosions  and  horror  prevail  until  the 
mystery  is  solved.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel,  Reginald  Denny,  E.  E.  Clive.  Director: 
James  Hogan. 

Cafe  Society.  .3826.  . (83)  Mar.  3 

Drama.  A glimpse  into  the  Gotham  circle  of 
cafe  society,  where  a news  reporter  meets 
and  falls  in  love  with  a wealthy  girl.  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray,  Shirley  Ross. 
Director:  Edward  H.  Griffith. 

Disbarred.  .3818.  . (58) Jan.  1 

Action  Drama.  An  expose  of  the  criminal  law- 
yer racket,  in  which  a disbarred  lawyer  poses 
as  a real  estate  operator  and  sets  up  a law  office 
headed  by  a woman.  Gall  Patrick,  Otto  Kruger. 
Director:  Robert  Florey. 

Fr(»ntiersman . .3856.  . (74)  Dec.  16 

Western.  Hopalong  Cassidy,  In  action  against 
raiders  of  the  Old  West,  finds  romance  when 
school  teacher  comes  to  the  frontier.  William 
Boyd,  George  Haye.s,  Russell  Hayden,  Evelyn 
Venable.  Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case.  .3839.  . (75) June  2 

Comedy.  Gracie  sends  the  wrong  man  to  jail, 
the  police  to  an  insane  asylum  and  falls  in  love 
with  the  murderers,  before  .she  and  Philo  Vance 
solve  a murder  mystery.  Gracie  Allen,  Warren 
William,  Kent  Taylor,  Ellen  Drew.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 
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Grand  Jury  Secrets.  .3842.  . (68) June  23 

Melodrama.  Two  brothers,  one  a star  reporter 
and  the  other,  an  assistant  district  attorney, 
fight  against  each  other  for  honors  and  scoops. 
John  Howard,  Porter  Plall,  Gail  Patrick.  Direc- 
tor: James  Hogan, 

Heritage  of  the  Desert .. 3843 ..  (73)  June  23 

Western.  A city-bred  lad  matches  fists  and 
wits  with  land  thieves  who  try  to  deprive  him 
of  a ranch  he  inherits.  Donald  Woods,  Evelyn 
Venable,  Robert  Barrat,  Sidney  Toler.  Director: 
Lesley  Selander. 

Hotel  Imperial.  .3836.  . (80)  May  12 

Drama.  A war  drama  of  a young  woman  who, 
in  search  of  an  officer  responsible  for  her  sis- 
ter’s suicide,  falls  in  love  with  the  man  she 
hates.  Isa  Miranda,  Ray  Milland,  Gene  Lock- 
hart, Reginald  Owen.  Director:  Robert  Florey. 

I’m  From  Missouri.  .3830.  . (77) Apr.  7 

Comedy.  Burns  goes  to  London  to  interest  the 
British  army  in  his  thoroughbred  mules,  and 
meets  stiff  competition  when  a tractor  mogul 
tries  to  sell  the  government  calvary  tanks.  Bob 
Burns,  Gladys  George,  Gene  Lockhart,  Judith 
Barrett.  Director:  Theodore  Reed. 

Invitation  to  Happiness.  .3841.  . (99)  .....  .June  16 
Drama.  A low-brow  prize  fighter  marries  a 
high-brow  girl.  He  loses  the  world’s  heavy- 
weight championship  and  his  wife,  but  wins 
the  latter  back  again.  Fred  MacMurray,  Irene 
Dunne,  Charlie  Ruggles.  Director:  Wesley  Rug- 
bies. 

King  of  Chinatown.  .3827.  . (57) Mar.  17 

Melodrama.  A Chinese  woman  doctor  nurses 
a gangster  leader  back  to  health  after  he  had 
been  shot,  despite  her  hatred  for  him,  and  he 
falls  in  love  with  her,  but  is  later  killed  by 
his  henchmen.  Anna  May  Wong,  Akim  Tami- 
roff,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Lady’s  From  Kentucky,  The.  .3834. . (77) , .Apr.  28 
Comedy  Drama.  A hard-boiled  bookmaker 
learns  the  real  meaning  of  sportsmanship  when 
he  falls  in  love  with  a Kentucky  belle.  George 
Raft,  Ellen  Drew.  Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Man  About  Town.  .3845.  . (85) ...  July  7 

Musical.  A shy  producer,  in  love  with  his  star 
who  is  unaware  of  the  fact,  creates  some  hi- 
larious situations  when  he  pretends  to  be  a gay 
Casanova.  Jack  Benny,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Ed- 
w'ard  Arnold.  Director:  Mark  Sandrich. 

IMidnight . . 3828 . . (93)  Mar.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  woman,  stranded  in 
Paris,  pretends  she  is  a Baroness,  and  a taxi 
driver  aids  her  by  posing  as  her  husband. 
Claudette  Colbert,  Don  Ameche,  Francis  Led- 
erer,  John  Barrymore.  Director:  Mitchell  Leisen. 

Million  Dollar  Legs ..(..)  July  14 

Comedy  With  Music.  A bunch  of  college  kids 
put  their  school  on  the  athletic  map  in  defiance 
of  the  wishes  of  the  founder.  Betty  Grable, 
Jackie  Coogan,  John  Hartley,  Donald  O'Connor. 
Director:  Nick  Grinde, 

Never  Say  Die . . 3832 . . (80)  Apr.  14 

Comedy  With  Music.  A man  with  30  days  to  live 
marries  an  heiress  who  is  running  away  from 
a fortune  hunter.  Martha  Raye,  Bob  Hope. 
Director:  Elliott  Nugent. 

. . . one-third  of  a nation  . . . 3825.  . (75) . .Feb.  24 


Drama.  A story  of  the  housing  problems,  that 
deals  with  the  slum  sections.  Sylvia  Sidney, 
Leif  Erickson.  Director:  Dudley  Murphy. 

Paris  Honeymoon.  .3821.  . (85)  Jan.  27 


Musical  Comedy.  A wealthy  American  goes  to 
Europe  to  await  the  Paris  divorce  of  his  fiancee. 
In  the  interim  he  falls  in  love  with  a beauti- 
ful peasant  girl.  Bing  Crosby,  Franciska  Gaal, 
Edward  Everett  Horton,  Akim  Tarniroff.  Direc- 
tor: Frank  Tuttle. 

Persons  in  Hiding.  .38^3.  . (69) Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  The  astonishing  story  of  a fe- 
male Svengali  who  turns  a small-time  crook 
into  America's  most  dangerous  criminal.  Based 
on  the  book  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Lynne  Over- 
man, Patricia  Morison,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Di- 
rector: Louis  King. 

8t.  Louis  Blues.  ..3822.  . (87) Feb.  3 

Musical  Romance.  A showgirl,  fleeing  a ruth- 
less manager,  joins  a show  boat  troupe  as  a 
singer,  and  saves  the  owner  from  bankruptcy. 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Tito  Guizar. 
Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 

Silver  on  the  Sage.  ,3858.  . (68) Mar.  31 

Western,  Hopalong  poses  as  a gambler  to  find 
the  leader  of  a gang  of  rustlers,  who  uses  a 
double  as  his  alibi.  William  Boyd,  George 
Hayes,  Russell  Hayden.  Director:  Lesley  Selan- 
der. 

Some  Like  It  Hot . . 3837 . . (65) May  19 

Musical.  A jam  session  of  swing  music  aided 
by  laughs  and  romance.  Bob  Hope,  Shirley 
Ross.  Una  Merkel.  Gene  Krupa  and  orchestra. 
Director:  George  Archainbaud. 

Stolen  Life.  .3864.  . (90)  May  26 

Drama.  The  story  of  twin  sisters  of  opposite 
types,  one  of  whom  marries  an  explorer  and  is 
accidently  drowned,  whereupon  the  other  as- 
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sumes  her  identity.  Elisabeth  Bergner,  Michael 
Redgrave.  Director:  Paul  Czinner. 

Sudden  Money . . 3829 . . (02)  Mar.  31 

Comedy.  What  happens  when  Mr.  Average 
American  Family  wins  the  sweepstakes.  Charles 
Ruggles,  Marjorie  Rambeau,  Charles  Grapewin. 
Director;  Nick  Grinde. 

.Sunset  Trail . . 38.57 . . (68)  Feb.  24 

Western.  The  murder  of  a wealthy  rancher 
climaxes  a series  of  stagecoach  robberies  and 
nrurders  by  a cunning  gambler  and  his  outlaw 
gang.  Hopalong  poses  as  a wealthy  tenderfoot 
to  bring  about  their  capture.  William  Boyd, 
George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden,  Jane  Clayton. 
Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective.  .3816. . (68) Dec,  23 

Comedy  Drama.  Huck  Finn  and  Tom  Sawyer, 
while  on  a country  visit  discover  a murder  and 
solve  the  case  in  their  own  way.  Donald 
O’Connor.  Billy  Cook,  Porter  Hall.  Director; 
Louis  King. 

Undercover  Doctor.  .3840.  . (67)  June  9 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  the  activities  of  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  in  his  expose  of  doctors  who  get 
rich  by  treating  wounded  criminals.  Lloyd  No- 
lan, J.  Carrol  Naish,  Janice  Logan.  Director; 
Louis  King. 

Unmarried . . 3838 . . (66)  May  26 

Comedy  Drama.  A tough  prizefighter  and  speak- 
easy proprietress  find  regeneration  through  love 
of  an  orphan  boy.  Helen  Twelvetrees,  Buck 
Jones.  Director:  Kurt  Neumann. 

Union  Pacific.  .3835. . (137)  May  5 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  history  of  the  building 
of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad.  Barbara  Stan- 
wyck, Joel  McCrea,  Robert  Preston,  Lynne  Over- 
man. Director:  Cecil  B.  DeMllle. 

Zaza.  .3819.  .(86)  Jan-  13 

Drama.  A music-hall  actress,  who  rises  to  fame 
as  a Parisian  entertainer,  falls  In  love  with  a 
man  whom  she  later  learns  Is  married.  Claud- 
ette Colbert,  Herbert  Marshall.  Director;  George 
Cukor. 

Republic 

Blue  Montana  Skies.  .844.  . (56)  May  5 

Western.  A band  of  Canadian  Northwest  fur 
smugglers  use  a Montana  dude  ranch  as  their 
front,  but  a Canadian  cattleman  seeks  them 
out  to  avenge  the  murder  of  his  partner.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  June  Storey.  Director: 
B.  Reeves  Eason. 

Federal  Man-Hunt . . (64) Dec.  27 

Action  Drama.  Believing  him  Innocent,  a girl 
aids  a convict’s  escape  from  prison,  and  helps 
the  police  recapture  him  when  she  learns  his 
background.  Robert  Livingston,  June  Travis, 
John  Gallaudet.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Fighting  'Thorouglibreds.  .808. . (65)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  The  offspring  of  a thorough- 
bred they  had  tried  to  disqualify,  grows  up. 
enters  the  derby  and  wins  the  race.  Ralph  Byrd. 
Mary  Carlisle,  George  Hayes.  Director:  Sidney 
Salkow. 

Foi  gcd  Passport . . 823 . . (64)  Feb.  15 

Action  Drama.  After  getting  fired  for  being  too 
ready  with  his  fists,  a government  man  goes 
after  a gang  of  alien  smugglers  and  is  rein- 
stated in  the  service.  Paul  Kelly,  June  Lang, 


Lyle  Talbot.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Frontier  Pon.v  Express ..  854 ..  (57)  Apr.  19 

Western,  A Pony  Express  Rider  saves  the 
army’s  documents  from  Confederate  spies.  Roy 
Rogers,  Mary  Hart.  Don  Dillaway.  Director: 
Joe  Kane. 

Home  on  the  Prairie.  .842. . (.58) Feb.  10 


Western.  The  singing  cowboy  turns  cattle  in- 
spector and  solves  the  mystery  of  the  hoof-and- 
mouth  disease  in  his  district.  Gene  Autry, 
Smiley  Burnette.  June  Storey.  Director:  Jack 
Townley. 

In  Old  Calienti  8.56  .(61)  .Tune  23 

Western.  Rogers,  through  the  aid  of  friends, 
traps  the  real  thief  and  clears  himself  of  a 
theft  charge  brought  against  him  by  his  em- 
ployer. Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Jack  LaRue. 
Director;  Joe  Kane. 

I IV’as  a Convict.  .824.  . (62) Mar.  6 

Melodrama.  A multi-millionaire  befriends  two 
paroled  convicts  he  had  met  while  in  prison  for 
income  tax  evasion.  One  of  them,  intending  to 
rob  him,  is  rehabilitated  when  he  falls  for 
the  man’s  daughter,  and  saves  his  benefac- 
tor from  a kidnap  plot.  Barton  MacLane, 
Beverly  Roberts.  Clarence  Kolb.  Director; 
Aubrey  Scotto. 

Man  of  Conquest.  .801. . (97)  May  15 

Historical  Drama.  The  story  of  Sam  Houston 
and  his  fight  for  Texan  independence  from 
Mexico,  and  Texas’  ultimate  entry  into  the 
Union.  Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Edward  Ellis. 
Director:  George  NIcholls  jr. 

Mexicali  Rose . . 843 . . (58)  Mar.  27 

Western.  Oil  stock  swindlers  victimize  a girl 
who  runs  an  orphanage  in  Mexico.  Gene  Autry, 


Smiley  Burnette,  Noah  Beery.  Director:  George 
Sherman. 

Mickey,  The  Kid.  .814.  . (66)  July  3 

Drama.  A gangster’s  boy,  born  into  a life  of 
crime,  fights  his  way  out,  after  the  taste  of  a 
better  environment,  in  his  determination  to  be- 
come an  honest  citizen.  Bruce  Cabot,  Tommy 
Ryan.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Mountain  Rhythm.  .845. . (59)  June  9 

Western.  Gene  Autry  uncovers  a plot  to  de- 
prive the  ranchers  of  their  grazing  lands.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  Maude  Eburne.  Direc- 
tor: B.  Reeves  Eason. 

M.v  Wife’s  Relatives.  .810. . (65) Mar.  20 

Comedy.  Mr.  Higgins’  home-made  candy  busi- 
ness takes  a sudden  rise  when  a valuable  dia- 
mond is  lost,  and  his  son,  deducing  It  had 
fallen  into  the  candy,  advertises  the  fact  to  the 
public.  James  Gleason,  Lucile  Gleason,  Russell 
Gleason.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

M.vsterious  Miss  X.. 809..  (62) Jan.  10 

Melodrama.  An  actor,  accused  of  murder.  Is 
freed  by  a peculiar  twist  of  fate.  But  ho  and 
the  dead  man’s  daughter  together  solve  the 
murder.  Michael  Whalen.  Mary  Hart,  Chick 
Chandler.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Night  Riders.  .865.  . (58)  Apr.  12 

Western.  The  Three  Mesquiteers  defy  a gam- 
bler who  uses  a forged  land  grant  to  oust 

ranchers.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Max 

Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Pride  of  the  Navy.  .822.  . (63) Jan.  26 

Drama.  A young  seaman,  who  fails  In  the 
initial  test  of  his  torpedo-boat  invention,  later 
wins  success  and  the  captain’s  daughter.  James 
Dunn,  Rochelle  Hudson.  Director:  Charles  La- 
ment. 

Red  River  Range.  .864. . (66) Dec.  22 

Western.  Guests  on  a dude  ranch  discover  they 
have  unwittingly  taken  part  In  what  they 

thought  were  “fake”  rustling  parties,  headed 
by  the  ranch  owner.  John  Wayne.  Ray  Cor- 
rigan, Max  Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Rough  Riders  Roundup.  . 853 ..  (58) Mar.  13 

Western.  Two  Border  Patrolmen  are  suspended 
for  allowing  an  outlaw  gang  to  escape.  They 
follow  the  leader  to  his  hideout  and  capture 

the  gang,  which  wins  their  reinstatement.  Roy 
Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Raymond  Hatton.  Director; 
Joseph  Kane. 

She  Married  a Cop.  .815.  . (65)  .July  15 

Musical  Comedy.  A singing  policeman  is  fram- 
ed into  "doubling  for  a pig”  by  an  animated 
cartoon  producer.  Phil  Regan.  Jean  Parker. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon.  .852. . (67) Dec.  23 

Western.  A cattle  rustler  wants  a certain  ranch 
to  store  his  stolen  cattle  and  tries  to  burn  down 
the  place  to  get  It.  Roy  Rogers.  Mary  Hart. 
William  Farnum.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  . .813  . . (60) June  2 

Action  Drama.  A television  news  commenta- 
tor combats  gangsters  using  a rival  television 
station  to  telecast  a horror  film.  Ralph  Byrd. 
George  Barbier,  Kay  Sutton.  Director:  John 
Auer. 

Southward  Ho!  (formerly  Headin’  for  Texas) 

8.55..  (.58)  May  18 

Western.  Conflict  arises  between  two  ex-Con- 
federate  soldiers  and  their  ranch  co-owner  when 
they  learn  the  latter  was  a Union  officer.  Roy 
Rogers.  Mary  Hart,  George  Hayes.  Director: 
Joe  Kane. 

Street  of  Missing  Men  . . 811 . . (65)  Apr.  25 

Action  Drama.  Upon  his  release  from  Alcatraz, 
a former  gangster  leader  sets  out  to  wreck  the 
newspaper  which  sent  him  to  prison.  Charles 
Bickford.  Harry  Carey,  Tommy  Ryan,  Guinn 
Williams.  Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Three  Texas  Steers.  .866. . (59)  May  15 

Western.  A young  girl  is  led  to  believe  the 
ranch  she  inherited  is  worthless,  but  the  Three 
Mesquiteers  save  her  from  being  duped.  John 
Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Max  Terhune,  Carole 
Landis.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Woman  Doctor.  .808.  . (65)  Feb.  10 

Drama.  A woman  surgeon,  with  little  time  for 
her  husband  and  child,  is  faced  with  a divorce 
threat  when  her  husband  falls  for  a charmer. 
They  are  reconciled  when  their  child  Is  injured 
In  an  accident.  Frieda  Inescort,  Henry  Wil- 
coxon,  Claire  Dodd,  Sybil  Jason.  Director;  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 

Zero  Hour,  The.  .812.  . (62)  May  27 

Drama.  How  a stage  star,  with  loyalty  and 
courage,  faces  a tangled  problem,  when  the 
man  she  is  about  to  marry  is  hopelessly  crip- 
pled in  an  automobile  accident.  Frieda  Ines- 
cort, Otto  Kruger,  Don  Douglas.  Director;  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 

RKO  Radio 

Almost  a Gentleman.  .920.  . (65) Mar,  31 

Drama.  A canine  shows  his  love  for,  and  proves 
his  real  worth  to,  his  master,  who  had  first 
befriended  him  after  he  had  been  condemned 


as  an  outcast,  and  then  had  defended  him  in 
court  on  a murder  charge.  James  Ellison,  Helen 
Wood,  June  Clayworth.  Director:  Deslie  Good- 
wins. 

Arizona  L,egion.  .982. . (58)  Jan*  20 

Western.  The  hero,  working  secretly  as  head 
of  a vigilante  group,  rids  Arizona  of  marauding 
bandits.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  Johnson.  Di- 
rector: David  Howard. 

Beauty  for  the  Asking.  .915.  . (64) Feb.  24 

Comedy.  A young  beautician  markets  a new 
face  cream,  and  complications  ensue  when  her 
advertising  agency  secures  financial  aid  for 
her  through  the  wife  of  the  man  who  had  jilt- 
ed her.  Lucille  Ball,  Donald  Woods,  Patric 
Knowles,  Frieda  Inescort.  Director:  Glenn 
Tryon. 

Boy  Slaves  (formerly  Pure  in  Mind).. 911 

(71)  Feb.  10 

Melodrama.  A gang  of  road  kids  are  paroled 
to  a man  who  pretends  to  befriend  them,  but 
they  become  prisoners  in  his  turpentine  camp. 
Anne  Shirley,  Roger  Daniel.  Director:  P.  J. 
Wolfson. 

Career.  .930.  . (78)  July  7 

Melodrama.  A homespun  yarn  of  the  lives  of 
two  families  in  a small  Iowa  town,  which 
film  introduces  the  two  winners  of  the  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  contest,  John  Archer  and 
Alice  Eden.  Anne  Shirley,  Edward  Ellis,  Sam- 
uel B.  Hinds.  Director:  Leigh  Jason. 

Fisherman’s  Wharf.  .844.  . (71)  Feb.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A fisherman  nearly  loses  the 
adopted  son  he  loves,  when  he  falls  in  love 
with  a worthless  woman.  Bobby  Breen,  Leo 
Carrillo,  Lee  Patrick.  Director:  Bernard  Vor- 
haus. 

Five  Came  Back.  .927.  . (75)  June  23 

Drama.  A passenger  plane  crashes  in  a Bra- 
zilian jungle,  and  a drama  of  courage  and 
cowardice  is  unfolded  when  four  people  have  to 
be  left  behind  before  the  plane  can  take  off 
safely.  Chester  Morris,  Kent  Taylor,  Lucille 
Ball.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

Fixer  Dugan.  .922.  . (68)  Apr.  21 

Action  Drama.  Romance  and  tragedy  wend 
their  way  into  this  human  story  of  circus  folks, 
and  how  the  “fixer”  helps  adjust  their  personal 
problems.  Lee  Tracy,  Virginia  Weidler,  Peggy 
Shannon.  Director:  Lew  Landers, 

Flying  Irishman,  The.  .919.  . (73) Apr.  7 

Biographical  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the 
life  of  Douglas  (“Wrong  Way”)  Corrigan. 
Douglas  Corrigan,  Paul  Kelly,  Robert  Arm- 
strong. Director:  Leigh  Jason. 

Great  Man  Votes,  The.  .913.  . (70) Jam.  13 

Comedy.  An  academic  scholar  turns  to  drink 
when  his  wife  dies,  but  reforms  when  the  Chil- 
dren’s Society  threatens  to  take  away  his  two 
children.  John  Barrymore,  Peter  Holden,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Girl  and  the  Gambler,  The  (formerly  The 

Dove) . .926.  . (62)  June  16 

Western  Melodrama.  A Latin-American  Robin 
Hood  with  a dash  of  caballero  wagers  that  he 
can  woo  and  win  a certain  maiden’s  heart  In  24 
hours.  Leo  Carrillo,  Tim  Holt,  Steffi  Duni. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Girl  From  Mexico,  The.  .928.  . (71)  June  2 

Comedy  Melodrama.  An  advertising  man  flies 
down  to  Mexico  to  sign  a radio  personality  for 
a new  program  and  falls  in  love  with  his  new 
fiery,  Spanish  star.  Dupe  Velez,  Donald  Woods, 
Leon  Errol,  Linda  Hayes.  Director:  Leslie 
Goodwins. 

Gunga  Din.  .912.  . (117)  Feb.  17 

Action  Drama.  British  military  adventure  in  the 
mountain  passes  of  Northern  India,  suggested 
vaguely  by  Rudyard  Kipling’s  famous  poem  of 
the  Indian  water  boy.  Cary  Grant,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Sam  Jaffe, 
Eduardo  Ciannelli.  Director:  George  Stevens. 

I.ost  Patrol ..  (reissue) ..  (73)  Feb.  17 

Drama.  A group  of  white  men,  lost  in  the 
de.sert,  are  shot  down  one  by  one  by  hostile 
Arabs,  until  only  the  leader  is  left  to  face  the 
murderous  tribe.  Victor  McLaglen,  Boris  Kar- 
loff, Wallace  Ford,  Reginald  Denny.  Director: 
John  Ford. 

Love  Affair.  .916.  . (87)  Apr.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  A couple  break  their  engage- 
ment and  agree  to  meet  in  six  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  girl  Is  crippled  in  an 
accident.  Irene  Dunne,  Charles  Boyer.  Di- 
rector: Leo  McCarey. 

Of  Human  Bondage.  .993.  . (83) . .Reissue.  . .July  14 
Drama.  A dramatization  of  W.  Somerset 
Maugham’s  modern  classic  of  the  deep  and 
tragic  love  of  a medical  student  for  a cheap 
waitress  with  a cold  heart.  Leslie  Howard, 
Bette  Davis.  Director:  John  Cromwell. 

Pacific  Liner..  914..  (76)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  A ship’s  doctor  tries  to  stem  the 
spread  of  Asiatic  cholera  aboard  a traveling 
vessel,  but  the  chief  engineer  hampers  his  ef- 
forts, while  threats  of  mutiny  and  death  prevail. 
Victor  McLaglen,  Chester  Morris,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 
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Panama  JjEkdy.  .925.  . (65)  May  12 

Melodrama.  A wealthy  oil  prospector  i:oes 
through  a complete  rehabilitation  at  the  hands 
of  a dance  hall  girl.  Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane. 
Jack  Hively  directed. 

Racketeers  of  the  Range.  .984. . (60)  May  26 

Western.  A cattleman  fights  a slick  attorney 
who  tries  to  sell  his  girl  client  out  to  a big 
packing  company.  George  O’Brien,  Marjorie 
Reynolds.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Rookie  Cop.  .923.  . (60)  Apr,  28 

Melodrama.  A young  policeman  shows  his  su- 
periors the  importance  of  police  dogs  in  crim- 
inal detection.  Tim  Holt,  Virginia  Weidler, 
Janet  Shaw,  Ace  the  wonder  dog.  Director: 
George  Howard. 

Saint  in  London,  The.  .929.  . (70) June  30 

Mystery  Drama.  The  Saint  picks  up  a wounded 
man  on  a country  road,  who  leads  him  into  a 
web  of  intrigue  and  super-crime,  with  death  a 
constant  companion.  George  Sanders,  Sally 
Gray.  Director:  John  Paddy  Carstairs. 

Saint  Strikes  Back,  The.  .918.  . (64) Mar.  10 

Mystery-Melodrama.  The  Saint  helps  a San 
Francisco  lassie  clear  her  name  and  to  wipe 
out  a band  of  thieves  who  had  framed  her 
father,  the  police  commissioner.  George  San- 
ders, Wendy  Barrie,  Jonathan  Hale.  Director: 
John  Farrow. 

Sorority  House.  .924.  . (63)  May  5 

Comedy  Drama.  Presents  a celluloid  argument 
against  the  existing  dangers  of  snobbishness 
among  college  sororities.  Anne  Shirley,  J.  M. 
Kerrigan,  Barbara  Read.  Director:  John  Par- 
row. 

Star  of  Midnight.  .Reissue.  . (90) Feb.  17 

Mystery  Comedy-Drama.  A Broadway  star  dis- 
appears, a columnist  is  murdered,  and  numer- 
ous suspects  are  rounded  up  before  the  mys- 
tery is  cleared.  William  Powell,  Ginger  Rog- 
ers. Director:  Stephen  Roberts. 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castie,  The.  .838 

(93)  Apr.  28 

Musical.  The  rise  of  the  two  internationally 
successful  ballroom  dancers,  taking  the  period 
from  1911  up  to  the  death  of  Castle  as  a flying 
instructor  in  Texas  during  the  war.  Fred  As- 
taire, Ginger  Rogers.  Director:  H.  C.  Potter. 

They  Made  Her  a Spy . .920.  . (67) Apr.  14 

Action  Drama.  In  the  belief  that  sabotage  was 
responsible  for  her  brother’s  death,  a young 
woman  joins  the  intelligence  bureau  and  rounds 
up  a foreign  spy  ring.  Sally  Filers,  Allan  Lane, 
Larry  Blake.  Director:  Jack  Hively. 

Timber  Stampede.  .985.  . (58)  June  30 

Western.  A railroad  man  and  a lumber  baron, 
who  together  plot  to  strip  government  land  of 
timber,  are  halted  in  their  ruthless  attempts. 
George  O’Brien,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director: 
David  Howard. 

Trouble  in  Sundown.  .983. . (57) Mar.  24 

Western.  The  town  banker,  victim  of  a trumped- 
up  charge  of  robbery  and  murder.  Is  in  the 
soup  until  the  perpetrators  are  found.  George 
O’Brien,  Rosalind  Keith.  Director:  David 
Howard. 

12  Crowded  Hours  ..917..  (64)  Mar.  3 

Action  Drama.  A reporter  exposes  the  policy 
racket  In  order  to  clear  his  sweetheart’s  broth- 
er. Richard  Dix,  Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane, 
Cyrus  W.  Kendall.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 


State  Rights 


Alexander  Nevsky..  (92)  Amkino 

IDpic  Drama.  The  invasion  of  Russia  by  the 
Order  of  Teutonic  Knights  in  the  13th  Century. 
Nickolai  Cherkassov,  N.  P.  Okhlopkov.  Direc- 
tor; Sergei  Eisenstein. 

Bizarre  Bizarre.  . (84)  Lenauer 

Comedy.  A French  satire  of  British  customs, 


with  an  underlying  plot  centering  around  a 
botanist  who  writes  mystery  stories  under  an 
assumed  name.  Louis  Jouvet.  Francoise  Rosay, 
Michel  Simon.  Director;  Marcel  Came. 

Black  Ijmelight. . (63)  Alliance 

Melodrama.  A man’s  mistress  is  murdered,  but 
his  wife  helps  clear  him  of  the  murder  charge 
by  trapping  the  family  lawyer  who  is  obsessed 
with  a homicidal  mania  during  a full  moon. 


Raymond  Massey,  Joan  Marion.  Director;  Wal- 
ter C.  Mycroft.  7-39 

BoiKiuets  From  Nicholas. . (76) Walch  Mar.  1 


Satire.  A French  satire  on  American  gangs, 
the  story  revolving  around  a simple  flower 
vender  who  becomes  the  dupe  of  gangsters. 
Noel-Noel,  Madellene  Robinson.  Director;  Mau- 
rice Cammage. 

Bronze  Biickaroo,  The..  (59) Hollywood  Piet. 

Western  with  All-Colored  Cast.  Villains  attempt 
to  acquire  a piece  of  land  containing  a valuable 
gold  mine.  Herbert  Jefferey,  Spencer  Williams, 
“Four  Tones.”  Director;  Richard  C.  Kahn. 

Chanips-rci.v.sees.  . (89)  Tri-National 

Comedy.  A narration  of  the  history  of  the 
Champs-Elysees  in  which  the  love  life  of  Louis 


XV  is  highlighted.  (In  French  with  English 
subtitles.)  Sacha  Guitry,  Jacqueline  DeLubac, 
Lisette  Lanvin.  Director  and  author;  Sacha 
Guitry. 

Concentration  Camp..  (69)  Amkino 

Drama.  Soviet  propaganda  depicting  the  strug- 
gle of  the  German  workers  against  Hitler’s 
regime.  O.  Jakov,  S.  Shirokova,  S.  Mezhinsky. 

Crisis..  (86)  Herbert  Kiine 

Documentary.  A graphic  Illustration  of  the 
events  leading  up  to  Nazi  aggression  in  the 
Sudetenland  and  Czechoslovakia.  Leif  Erikson. 
Dialogue  by  Vincent  Sheean. 

Curtain  Rises,  The..  (85) Frank  Kassler 

Drama.  Two  girls  in  a French  Academy  are 
in  love  with  the  same  fellow.  One  girl  com- 
mits suicide,  disguising  it  as  murder,  so  that 
the  blame  will  be  placed  on  her  rival.  Louis 
Jouvet.  Claude  Dauphin.  Janine  Darcey,  Mady 
Made.  Director;  Marc  Allegret. 

Double  Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line. . (83)  . .Tower 
Mystery  Drama.  Several  military  men  are  sus- 
pected of  the  double  murder  in  France’s  world- 
famed  Maginot  Line,  until  the  net  closes  in  on 
a German  spy.  Victor  Francen,  Vera  Korene, 
Fernand  Fabre.  Director;  Felix  Gandera. 

Escape  From  Yesterday ..  (88) Hoff  berg 

French  Drama.  A man-hunt  that  leads  to  ad- 
venture in  North  Africa  with  the  Spanish  For- 
eign Legion.  Jean  Gabin,  Annabella.  Director; 
Julien  Duvivier.  7-39 

F’oolish  Virgin,  The..  (80) Walch 

Drama.  An  elderly  lawyer  runs  off  with  a young 
girl.  Her  brother  follows  and  the  girl  is  shot 
by  mistake  in  a scuffle.  Victor  Francen,  Juliette 
Faber,  Gabrielle  Dorziat.  Director:  Henry  Dia- 
mant-Berger. 

Forbidden  Music..  (64) World  Pictures 

Musical  Satire.  Dictator  of  a mythical  kingdom 
puts  a ban  on  music  so  his  subjects  can  con- 
centrate on  the  national  debt.  Jimmy  Durante, 
Richard  Tauber,  Diana  Napier.  Director:  Walter 
Forde. 

400,000,000,  The,.  (65)  Garrison 

Documentary.  The  real  facts  behind  the  un- 
declared war  in  China  as  narrated  by  Dudley 
Nichols,  from  the  camera  record  of  Joris  Ivens, 
the  Dutch  producer,  and  John  Ferno.  Fredric 
March.  Music  by  Hanns  Elsler. 

Friends.  . (97)  Amkino 

Outdoor  Drama.  How  the  Caucasian  tribes  were 
welded  together  as  a revolutionary  force  in 
1917,  against  their  oppressors.  Boris  Babochkin, 
Nikolai  Cherkassov.  S.  Kayukov,  K,  Daushvili. 
Director:  L.  Arnshtam. 

Gang’s  All  Here,  The. . (78) ...  .Associated  British 

Comedy.  An  insurance  investigator  poses  as  a 
famous  killer  to  track  down  a gang  of  jewel 
thieves.  Jack  Buchanan.  Otto  Kruger,  Jack 
La  Rue,  Edward  Everett  Horton.  Director: 
Thornton  Freeland. 

Grand  Illusion. . (92)  World 

Drama.  The  effects  of  war  are  presented  in 
this  drama  depicting  the  hardships  endured  by 
French  army  officers  in  a German  prison  camp. 
(In  French  with  superimposed  English  dialogue 
titles.)  Eric  von  Stroheim.  Jean  Cabin,  Pierre 
Fresnay,  Dita  Parlo.  Director:  Jean  Renoir. 

Great  Citizen,  The..  (114)  Amkino 

Historical.  Portraying  the  events  in  1925-26  in 
Leningrad  at  the  Red  Metal  Workers  factory, 
which  led  to  the  downfall  of  the  Trotskyites, 
and  are  purported  to  be  a prelude  to  the  “Mos- 
cow Treason  Trials.”  N.  Bogoliubov,  I.  Berse- 
nov,  O.  Zhakov.  Director;  Friedrich  Ermler. 

Hatred ..(..)  World 

Drama.  A story  of  the  sea,  from  the  novel  by 
O.  P.  Gilbert.  (In  French  with  superimposed 
English  dialogue  titles).  Starring  Harry  Baur. 

Heroes  of  the  Marne..  (85) Spectrum 

French  war  drama.  The  story  of  undying  love 
in  a strife-torn  world.  Raimu,  Albert  Basser- 
mann,  Jacqueline  Porel.  Director;  Andre  Hugon. 

Housemaster. . (85)  Alliance 

Comedy  Drama.  From  the  English  stage  play, 
“Bachelor  Born,”  in  which  500  harassed  school 
boys  revolt  against  the  reforms  of  a new  head- 
master. Otto  Kruger,  Diana  Churchill,  Phillips 
Holmes.  Director:  H.  Brenon. 

In  Old  Montana. . (61)  Spectrum 

Western.  An  army  lad  returns  to  his  dad’s 
ranch  to  help  settle  the  cattlemen-sheepherd- 
ers’  feud,  which  is  being  kept  alive  by  the  local 
banker.  Fted  Scott,  Jean  Carmen.  Director; 
Raymond  K.  Johnson. 

Indiscretions . . (80)  Tri-Nationai 

French  Comedy.  A middle-aged  woman  has  an 
affair  with  a young  man  and  her  husband  clev- 
erly makes  her  regret  it.  Sacha  Guitry.  Betty 
Dausmond,  Jacqueline  Delubac.  Director:  Sacha 


Guitry.  6-39 

Lenin  in  1918..  (130)  Amidno 


Historical  Drama.  Russian  film  with  English 
titles.  A biographical  portrayal  of  Lenin,  his 
early  struggles  to  keep  his  party  in  power,  and 
the  events  leading  up  to  an  attempt  on  his  life. 
Russian  east.  Director:  Mikhail  Romn.  7-39 


^(2atute3 


Maniele . . ( 100)  Sphinx 

Comedy-Drama.  Yiddish  film  about  a widowed 
mother  who  continually  makes  sacrifices  for  an 
unappreciative  clan.  Molly  Picon,  Edmund 
Avenda,  Max  Bozyk.  Directors:  Joseph  Green, 
Konrad  Tom. 

Man  and  His  Wife,  A..  (77) French  Films 

Drama.  How  a middle-aged  man  sucessfully 
wins  his  young  wife  away  from  her  young  lover. 
Harry  Baur,  Suzy  Vernon.  Director:  Jean  Dre- 
ville. 

Man  With  the  Gun,  The..  (88) Amkino 

Drama.  The  screen  version  of  a true  story  of 
the  peasant  whose  accidental  meeting  with 
Lenin  impressed  him  so  much  that  he  joined 
the  revolutionary  forces  of  Lenin  and  Stalin 
against  Kerensky,  M.  Shtraukh,  M.  Gelovani, 
Boris  Tenin.  Director:  Sergei  Yutkevich. 

Manliattan  Shakedown . . (57 ) Warwick 

Melodrama.  A Broadway  columnist  risks  his 
life  to  find  the  man  who  is  blackmailing  his 
friend.  Rosalind  Keith,  John  Gallaudet.  Di- 
rector: Leon  Barsha. 

Marseillaise ..(..)  World 

Drama.  A dramatization  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution. (In  French  with  superimposed  English 
dialogue  titles.)  Pierre  Renoir,  Louis  Jouvet. 
Director:  Jean  Renoir. 

Mothers  of  Today..  (90) Apex 

Drama.  A Yiddish  film  portraying  the  story 
of  a mother  whose  one  daughter  nxarries  a 
gangster  and  a son  who  almost  forsakes  his 
rabbinical  career  for  a worthless  woman.  Esther 
Field,  Simon  Wolf,  Paula  Lubelska.  Director: 
Henry  Lynn. 

Murder  Is  News..  (55)  Warwick 

Action  Drama.  A columnist  predicts  the  di- 
vorce of  a wealthy  businessman,  who  later  is 
found  murdered.  John  Gallaudet,  Iris  Mere- 
dith, John  Hamilton.  Director:  Leon  Barsha,  7-39 

Mutiny  of  the  Elsinore.  . (73) Regal 

Action  Drama.  From  Jack  London’s  forceful 
drama  of  adventure  and  mutiny  on  the  high 
seas,  and  the  hopes  and  desperations  of  these 
sea-faring  men.  Paul  Lukas,  Lyn  Harding. 
Director:  Roy  Lockwood. 

Neighbors. . (90) Best  Films 

Comedy.  A Jewish  comedy  of  errors  in  which 
a mixup  in  names  brings  confusion  and  ro- 
mance into  the  life  of  a radio  announcer.  Helen 
Gross,  Joseph  Orwid.  Director: 

New  Horizons. . (92)  Amkino 

Melodrama.  The  birth  of  the  U.S.S.R.  and 
Maxim’s  appointment  as  commissar  of  the  gov- 
ernment bank.  M.  Shtraukh,  M.  Gelovani,  Boris 
Chirkov.  Directors:  Gregory  Kozintsev,  Leonid 
Trauberg.  7-39 

Oppenheim  Family,  The..  (97)  Amkino 

Drama.  Based  on  the  novel  by  Leon  Feucht- 
wanger.  Portrays  the  life  of  the  Oppenheims 
under  the  Nazi  regime  terror.  Russian  cast. 
Director:  Gregory  Roshal.  7-39 

Outlaws’  Paradise.  .(55)  Victory 

Western.  A G-Man  goes  on  the  hunt  for  stolen 
bonds  and  the  gang  responsible  for  the  robbery. 
Tim  McCoy,  Joan  Barclay.  Director:  Sam  New- 
field. 

Puritan,  The..  (85)  Lenauer 

Drama.  A psychological  study  of  a young  man 
who  dedicates  himself  to  the  cause  of  erasing 
immorality  in  others,  and  uses  that  as  an  ex- 
cuse to  justify  his  own  vile  acts.  Jean-Louis 
Barrault,  Pierre  Fresnay,  Viviane  Romance. 

Rangle  River..  (72)  J.  H.  Hoffberg 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  importance  of  the  river 
to  cattle  raisers,  in  this  story  from  the  pen  of 
Zane  Grey.  Victor  Jory,  Margaret  Dare.  Di- 
rector: Clarence  Badger.  6-39 

Sable  Cicada..  (87) Modern  Film  Corp. 

Historical.  A Chinese  historical  classic  of  the 
fall  of  the  Han  dynasty.  Violet  Koo,  Y.  L.  Wei, 
I.  E.  Koo.  Director:  R.  Poh. 

School  for  Husbands. . (72) J.  H,  Hoffberg 

Comedy.  An  adult  film,  portraying  a philan- 
derer who  demonstrates  to  two  conventional 
liusbands  the  advisability  of  flirting  with  one’.s 
respective  spouses.  Diana  Churchill,  Henry 
Kendall,  Romney  Brent.  Director:  Andrew 
Marton. 

Scorched  Earth,  The..  (50)  . . . .B,  V.  Mindenburg 

Documentary.  An  indictment  of  Japanese  ag- 
gression in  China,  the  film  composed  entirely 
of  newsreel  clips.  Narrator:  Cliff  Howell.  7-39 

Smoky  Trails.  .(..).  .Metropolitan Jan.  15 

Western.  Starring  Bob  Steele  with  the  cast  of 
Jean  Carmen,  Bruce  Dane,  Murdock  MacQuarrie, 
Carleton  Young,  Ted  Adams,  Frank  LaRue,  Jim 
Aubrey,  Bob  Terry,  Frank  Wayne.  Producer: 
Harry  S.  Webb. 

Soviet  Border..  (94)  Amkino 

Action  Drama.  Japanese  aggression  in  the  Sov- 
iet Far  East,  and  how  an  heroic  Soviet  family 
repelled  the  invader.  E.  Tiapkina,  E.  Federova, 
Director:  A.  G.  Ivanov. 

Special  Insi>ector.  . (55)  Warwick 

Melodrama.  A government  agent  is  assigned  to 
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gat  fur  hijackers  smuggling  their  loot  across 
the  Canadian  border.  Charles  Quigley,  Rita 
Hayworth.  Director;  Leon  Barsha.  G-39 


Spy  of  Napoleon.  . (77)  Unity 

Historical  Melodrama.  English-made  film  por- 
traying the  intrigue  and  machinations  surround- 
ing the  reign  of  Napoleon  HI,  war  with  Prussia 
in  1870,  and  the  downfall  of  the  French  ruler. 
Richard  Barthelmess,  Dolly  Haas.  Director: 
Maurice  Elvey.  7-39 


Texas  Wildcats. . (58)  Victory 

Western.  Tim  McCoy  poses  as  the  "Phantom” 

to  avenge  the  death  of  his  partner.  Tim  Mc- 
Coy, Joan  Barclay,  Forrest  Taylor.  Director; 

Sam  Newfield.  7.39 


Three  Waltzes. . (80)  Vedis  Filins 

French  Operetta.  Depicts  the  loves  of  the 
Grandpres  and  the  de  Chalencey  of  1867  France, 
covers  three  generations  and  Strauss’s  music, 
and  brings  the  story  to  a halt  in  a modern  film 
studio.  Yvonne  Printemps,  Pierre  Fresnay.  Di- 
rector: Dr.  Ludwig  Berger.  6-39 


Tiger  Hunt..  (54)  0 

Adventure  Travelog.  The  story  of  a tiger  that 
terrorized  a native  jungle  village  and  evaded  all 
traps  set  for  him,  until  a beautiful  girl  is  of- 
fered as  prize  to  the  hero  capturing  the  beast. 
Native  cast.  Producer:  Marquis  de  la  Falaise. 


Tumbleweeds.  (82)..  Reissue..  Astor  June  9 

Western.  The  same  picture  produced  by  Wil- 
liam S.  Hart  in  1925,  with  Hart  speaking  to 
the  audience  for  the  first  time  in  an  8-minute 
prologue.  ^ William  S.  Hart,  Barbara  Bedford, 
Lucien  Littlefield.  Director;  King  Baggot.  7-39 

Tjjihoon  Treasure..  (68)  State  Rights 

Outdoor  Adventure.  A pearler  whose  schooner 
is  wrecked  in  a typhoon  trails  through  a peril- 
ous jungle  to  save  the  treasure  from  thieves. 
Campbell  Copelin,  Joe  Valll.  Director;  Noel 
Monkman.  7-3S 

Will  of  the  People,  The..  (55) States  Right 

Documentary.  A documentary  compilation  from 
the  government’s  film  archives  and  newsreel 
clips  showing  the  Loyalist  struggle  against  the 
combined  Fascist  forces  of  Franco,  Germany  and 
Italy,  Commentary:  By  Producer  Bouis  Frank. 

With  a Smile..  (78) Malmar 

Comedy  with  Music.  Paris’s  leading  impresario 
hires  back  his  former  boss  whom  he  supplanted 
and  convinces  him  that  everything  m life  awaits 
those  who  learn  to  smile,  (in  French  with  Eng- 
lish sub-titles.)  Maurice  Chevalier,  Marie  Glory. 
Eirector:  Maurice  Tourneur, 


Without  a Home..  (88) Foreign  Cinema  Arts 

Drama.  A man  brings  his  family  to  America, 
but  in  his  eagerness  to  make  good  in  the  land 
of  opportunity,  neglects  his  family  for  his  job. 
^ Yiddish  film,  with  English  sub-titles).  Ida 
Kaminska,  A.  Marten,  Warsaw  Synagogue 
Choir.  Director;  A.  Marten. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Arizona  Wildcat.  .929. . (69)  Feb.  3 

Comedy.  When  her  foster-father  is  accused  of 
lawlessness,  Jane  organizes  a band  of  night- 
riders  to  find  the  guilty  party.  Jane  Withers. 
Leo  Carrillo.  Director;  H.  I.  Leeds. 

Roy  Friend . . 943 . . ( 70)  3Iay  19 

Comedy.  When  a murder  occurs  in  tlie  police 
training  school  which  Jane’s  brother  attends, 
she  and  her  sweetheart  turn  sleuths  and  capture 
the  crooks.  Jane  Withers,  George  Ernest,  Ar- 
leen  Whelan.  Director;  James  Tinling. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu.  .928. . (65) Jan.  13 

Mystery.  While  at  home  in  Hawaii,  awaiting 
the  birth  of  his  first  grandchild,  Chan  solves  a 
murder  committed  on  a tramp  steamer.  Sidney 
Toler,  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  H.  Bruce  Hum- 
berstone. 

CharUe  Chan  in  Reno.  .948.  . (71)  June  16 

Mystery  Drama.  Charlie  Chan  finds  the  solu- 
tion of  a murder  by  the  elimination  process  dif- 
ficult  because  of  dislike  for  the  victim  by  so 
many  individuals.  Sidney  Toler,  Ricardo  Cor- 
tez, Phyllis  Brooks,  Director;  Norman  Foster. 

Chasing  Hanger.  . 941 ..  (60)  May  6 

Action  Drama,  Second  of  the  "Camera  Dare- 
devil series,  in  which  two  newsreel  cameramen 
are  thrown  on  the  track  of  gun  runners  sup- 
plying an  Arabian  leader  with  ammunition  for 
an  uprising.  Preston  Foster,  Wally  Vernon, 
Lynn  Bari.  Director;  Ricardo  Cortez. 

Kverybody’s  Baby . .935. . (62)  Mar.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  One  of  the  Jones  family 
series,  in  which  a quack  child  psychologist  hits 
the  town  and  the  young  mother  falls  for  his 
fraud.  Jed  Prouty,  Shirley  Deane,  Spring  By- 
ington,  Russell  Gleason.  Director;  Malcolm  St. 
Clair. 

Gorilla,  The . . 944 . . ( 66)  May  26 

Comedy  Mystery.  A mad  gorilla,  on  the  loose, 
terrorizes  a vicinity,  and  the  Ritz  Brother  De- 
tectives are  assigned  to  the  case.  Ritz  Bros., 


Anita  Louise,  Patsy  Kelly,  Director;  Allan 
Dwan. 

Hound  of  the  Baskervilles,  The.  ,936. . (80)  ..Mar.  31 
Melodi'ama.  A.  Conan  Doyle’s  fictionized  detec- 
tive comes  to  the  screen  to  end  the  terror  of  a 
3U0-year-old  curse.  Richard  Greene,  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  Wendy  Barrie.  Director;  Sidney  Lanfield. 

Inside  Story . .934.  . (61)  Mar.  10 

Action  Drama.  A newspaper  man,  who  meets 
a night-club  hostess  through  a "stunt”  ad,  saves 
her  from  being  killed  by  the  owner  of  the  club 
who  feared  her  disclosure  of  a murder  to  which 
she  had  been  an  eye-witness.  Michael  Whalen, 
Jean  Rogers,  Douglas  Fowley.  Director;  Ricardo 
Cortez. 

Inspector  Hornleigh.  .945. . (76)  Apr.  21 

Melodrama.  A detective  with  a stamp  collect- 
ing hobby  solves  a most  baffling  murder  mys- 
tery. Gordon  Harker,  Alastair  Sim,  Hugh  Wil- 
liams. Director;  Eugene  Forde. 

It  Could  Happen  to  You.  .950. . (72) June  30 

Comedy  Drama.  A faithful  wife  didn’t  think 
it  could  happen,  but  a dead  woman  is  found 
in  the  back  of  her  husband’s  car  when  he  re- 
turns from  his  boss’s  party.  Stuart  Erwin, 
Gloria  Stuart,  Douglas  Fowley.  Director;  Al- 
fred Worker. 

Jesse  James.  .921.  . (105)  © Jan.  27 

uutdooi  Drama.  'The  tragic  destiny  of  Amer- 
ica’s boldest  desperado.  Tyrone  Power,  Henry 
i'oiida,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director;  Henry  King. 

Jones  Family  in  Hollywood,  ’The.  .946.  . (60)  June  2 

Comedy  Drama.  The  family  of  Pa  Jones  tags 
along  when  he  goes  to  Hollywood  as  a delegate 
to  the  American  Legion  convention,  and  are  bit- 
ten by  the  motion  picture  bug.  Jed  Prouty, 
Spring  Byington,  Shirley  Deane.  Director;  Mal- 
colm St.  Clair. 

Kentucky  ..923. .(95)  © Dec.  30 

Action  Drama.  F’amlly  feuding,  which  keeps 
two  lovers  apart,  is  forgotten  when  the  girl’s 
horse  wins  the  Kentucky  Derby.  Loretta  Young, 
Richard  Greene,  Ralph  Morgan.  Director;  David 
Butler. 

Little  I'rincess.  .932. . (93)  © Mar.  17 

Comedy  with  Music.  Little  Shirley  is  treated 
like  a princess  until  her  father  is  reported  killed 
in  the  Boer  War.  She  doubts  the  reports  and 
runs  away  from  school  in  search  of  her  father. 
Shirley  'Temple,  Richard  Greene,  Anita  Louise, 
Artliur  ’Treacher.  Director;  Walter  Lang. 

Mr.  Molo  on  Hanger  Island.  .937. . (64) Apr.  7 

Melodrama.  Mr.  Moto  is  called  upon  by  a dia- 
mond syndicate  to  run  down  a gang  of  clever 
gem  smugglers.  Peter  Lorre,  Jean  Hersholt, 
VV'arren  Hymer.  Director;  Herbert  1.  Leeds. 

Mr.  Mutu’s  Last  Warning.  .926. . (71) Jan.  20 

Melodrama.  Moto  masquerades  as  an  Oriental 
shopkeeper  to  trap  a renegade  who  tries  to  blow 
up  the  French  fleet  as  It  enters  Port  Said,  thus 
averting  a world  war.  Peter  Lorre,  Ricardo 
Cortez,  Virginia  Field.  Director;  Norman  Foster. 

Pardon  Our  Nerve . .931 ..  (68) Feb.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  girls,  jobless  and  broke, 
find  adventure  and  profit  in  managing  a prize 
fighter.  Lynn  Bari,  June  Gale,  Guinn  Wil- 
liams, Michael  Whalen.  Director;  H.  Bruce 
Humberstone. 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid,  The.  .940. . (71)  . .Apr.  28 
Outdoor  Drama.  The  Cisco  Kid  bucks  the  boss 
of  the  countryside  to  help  a girl  recover  the 
deed  to  her  ranch.  Warner  Baxter,  Lynn  Bari, 
Cesar  Romero,  Henry  Hull.  Director;  Herbert 
1.  Leeds. 

Rose  of  Washington  Square . .942 ..  (86) May  12 

Musical.  The  songs  of  yesteryear  are  high- 
lighted in  this  story  of  a burlesque  showgirl 
who  turns  down  a theatrical  contract  to  marry 
a confidence  man.  Alice  Faye,  Tyrone  Power, 
A1  Jolson,  Marie  Wilson.  Director;  Roy  Del 
Ruth. 

Second  Fiddle.  .949.  . (85)  July  14 

Musical  Comedy.  A school  teacher  wins  a 
screen  test  contest,  and  a press  agent  tries  to 
promote  a publicity  romance  between  her  and 
a waning  matinee  idol,  but  falls  in  love  with 
her  himself.  Sonja  Henie,  Tyrone  Power,  Rudy 
Vallee.  Director;  Sidney  Lanfield. 

Smiling  Along.  .933.  . (85)  Jan.  20 

Musical  Comedy.  The  adventures  of  a troupe  of 
musical  comedy  artists  which  goes  on  its  own 
when  the  manager  tries  to  chisel  on  a benefit 
show.  Grade  Fields,  Roger  Llvesey,  Mary  Ma- 
guire. Director;  Monty  Banks. 

.Stor.v  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  The 

..938.  (97)  Apr.  14 

Epic  Drama.  The  story  of  a great  love  that  was 
responsible  for  one  of  the  greatest  inventions 
of  all  mankind.  Don  Ameche,  Loretta  Young. 
Henry  Fonda.  Director;  Irving  Cummings. 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties.  .954. . (78) June  23 

Outdoor  Adventure.  Shirley,  as  sole  survivor 


of  an  Indian  massacre,  is  taken  under  the  wing 
of  a Canadian  Mountie.  She  averts  another 
uprising  and  saves  the  latter’s  life  when  the 
Blackfeet  tribe  try  to  burn  him  at  the  stake. 
Shirley  Temple.  Randolph  Scott,  Margaret  Lock- 
wood.  Director;  William  A.  Seiter. 

Tall  Spin.  .925. . (83)  Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  A saga  of  pulchritudinous  women 
fliers  who  risk  their  lives  in  speed  planes, 
competing  for  honors  in  airway  races.  Alice 
Faye.  Constance  Bennett,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director; 
Roy  Del  Ruth. 

Thanks  for  Everything.  .917. . (70) Dec.  23 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  head  of  an  advertis- 
ing agency  tries  to  make  a human  guinea  pig 
out  of  a young  man  who  comes  to  collect  the 
825,000  prize  he  won  from  the  agency  In  a na- 
tional contest.  Adolphe  Menjou,  Jack  Oakle, 
Jack  Haley.  Arleen  Whelan.  Director;  William 
A.  Seiter. 

Three  Musketeers,  'The.  .927.  . (72) Feb.  17 

Romantic  Comedy  Drama.  A musical  comedy 
version  of  Alexander  Dumas’  novel  of  the  love 
of  a swashbuckling  adventurer  for  a lady-in- 
waiting.  Don  Ameche,  Ritz  Bros.,  Binnie 
Barnes.  Gloria  Stuart.  Director;  Allan  Dwan. 

While  New  York  Sleeps.  .934. . (61) Mar.  10 

Action  Drama.  A newspaper  man,  who  meets 
a night-club  hostess  through  a strange  ad, 
saves  her  from  being  killed  by  the  owner  of 
the  club  who  feared  her  disclosure  of  a murder 
to  which  she  had  been  an  eye-witness.  Mich- 
ael Whalen,  Jean  Rogers,  Douglas  Fowley.  Di- 
rector: Ricardo  Cortez. 

Wife,  Husband  and  Friend.  .930.  . (75) Mar.  3 

Comedy.  A business  man  with  a wife  aspiring 
to  operatic  ambitions,  takes  voice  lessons  him- 
self to  wean  her  away  from  the  idea.  Loretta 
Young.  Warner  Baxter,  Binnie  Barnes,  Cesar 
Romero.  Director:  Gregory  Ratoff. 

Winner  Take  All.  .939. . (61) Apr.  21 

Comedy  Drama.  A crooked  promoter  makes  a 
boxing  sensation  out  of  a cowboy  by  fixing  his 
fights  for  him,  but  it  took  a girl  to  turn  him 
into  a real  fighter.  Tony  Martin,  Gloria  Stuart, 
Henry  Armetta,  Robert  Allen.  Director:  Otto 
Brower. 

Young  Mr.  IJncoln . . 947 . . (101)  ^ June  9 

Historical  Drama.  A portrait  of  Lincoln’s  earl- 
ier years  as  a rail-splitter,  humorist,  pie-eating 
contestant,  and  his  experiences  as  a lawyer. 
Henry  Fonda,  Alice  Brady,  Arleen  Whelan.  Di- 
rector: John  Ford. 

United  Artists 

Captain  Fury  (90)  May  26 

Action  Drama.  An  exiled  Irelander  breaks  the 
rule  of  a tyrant  and  saves  the  land  holdings  of 
the  Austrian  Colonists.  Brian  Aherne,  Victor 
McLaglen,  George  Zucco,  June  Lang.  Direc- 
tor: Hal  Roach. 

Duke  of  West  Point,  The..  (105) Dec.  29 

Drama.  An  arrogant  cadet  proves  to  his  class- 
men  his  unselfishness  when  he  takes  the  blame 
for  an  infraction  of  rules  to  save  a friend.  Louis 
Hayward,  Joan  Fontaine,  Tom  Brown.  Director; 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

King  of  the  Turf..  (87) Feb.  17 

Action  Drama.  After  years  of  bad  breaks,  a 
former  race  track  biggie  comes  back  because 
of  his  interest  in  a young  jockey,  whom  he  later 
learns  is  his  son.  For  his  son’s  sake,  he  tries 
to  throw  the  race,  but  the  boy  “double  crosses” 
him  and  wins  the  big  handicap.  Adolphe  Men- 
jou. Roger  Daniel,  Dolores  Costello,  Walter 
Abel.  Director:  Alfred  Green. 

Made  for  Each  Other.  . (85) Feb.  10 

Comedy  Drama.  The  story  revolves  around  the 
love,  trials  and  tribulations  of  a couple  of 
newlyweds.  Carole  Lombard,  James  Stewart. 
Director:  John  Cromwell. 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask,  The..(..)  June  15 

Adventure.  Louis  XIV  of  France  orders  his 
twin  brother  locked  in  an  iron  mask  and  exe- 
cuted. The  latter  is  saved  by  friends,  and  the 
King  falls  victim  to  his  own  plot.  Louis  Hay- 
ward, Joan  Bennett,  Warren  William.  Direc- 
tor: James  Whale. 

Prison  Without  Bars..  (79)  Mar.  15 

Drama.  The  new  superintendent  of  a women’s 
prison  in  France  introduces  more  humane  meth- 
ods of  penology,  but  loses  her  lover  to  an  in- 
mate she  had  befriended.  Corinne  Luchaire, 
Edna  Best,  Sally  Wisher,  Barry  Barnes.  Di- 
rector: Brian  Desmond  Hurst. 

Stagecoach . . (92)  Mar.  3 

Outdoor  Drama.  Portrays  the  harrowing  events 
that  transpire  during  a stagecoach  journey. 
Claire  Trevor,  John  Wayne,  Andy  Devine.  Di- 
rector: John  Ford. 

Topper  Takes  a Trip.  .(78) Jan.  12 

Comedy  Fantasy.  Continues  the  adventures  of 
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Topper  and  his  spiritual  ghost.  Topper's  wife 
seeks  a divorce  because  of  "another  woman" 
who  turns  out  to  be  a ghost.  Constance  Ben- 
nett, Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke.  Director; 
Norman  Z.  McLeod. 

Trade  Winds,.  (94) Dee.  29 

Action  Drama.  A private  detective  trails  a 
girl  around  the  globe  as  a murder  suspect, 
brings  her  back  and  proves  her  innocent.  Fred- 
ric  March,  Joan  Bennett,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Ann 
Sothern.  Director;  Tay  Garnett. 

Wuthering  Heights.  . (103)  41  Apr.  7 

Drama.  From  Emile  Bronte’s  novel  of  a love- 
crazed  man  whose  unrelenting  hatred  in  his  re- 
venge against  a lost  love,  warped  the  lives  of 
those  around  him.  Merle  Oberon,  Laurence  Oli- 
vier. Director;  William  Wyler. 

Zenobia. . (71)  Apr.  21 

Comedy.  A village  doctor  treats  a sick  ele- 
phant, who  develops  a strong  affection  for  her 
benefactor  and  becomes  a 6,000-pound  pest, 
Oliver  Hardy,  Harry  Langdon.  Director;  Gor- 
don Douglas. 


Universal 

Big  Town  Czar.  .3018.  . (66)  Apr.  21 

Action  Drama.  A big  shot  gangster  makes  a 
strong  impression  on  his  younger  brother,  who 
leaves  school  to  join  his  gang.  But  tragedy 
soon  takes  the  place  of  glamour.  Barton  Mac- 


Lane,  Tom  Brown,  Eve  Arden.  Director;  Ar- 
thur Lubin. 

Code  of  the  Streets.  .3019.  . (70) Apr.  14 


Action  Drama.  "The  Little  Tough  Guys"  come 
to  the  rescue  of  an  innocent  man,  doomed  to  die. 
Harry  Carey,  Frankie  Thomas,  Paul  Fix,  "Little 
Tough  Guys."  Director:  Harold  Young. 

East  Side  of  Heaven.  .3006. . (88) Apr.  7 

Comedy  With  Music.  A singing  cab  driver  helps 
a mother  by  watching  her  child,  but  gets  in- 
volved in  a city-wide  kidnap  hunt,  Bing  Crosby, 
Joan  Blondell,  Mischa  Auer,  Sandy.  Director: 
David  Butler. 

Ex-Champ.  .3010,  .(72)  May  19 

Action  Drama.  A retired  ex-champ  loses  his 
job  as  doorman,  and  takes  on  the  training  of  a 
young  lad  who  wins  the  coveted  belt  and  the 
ex-charup’s  daughter.  Victor  McLaglen,  Nan 
Grey,  Tom  Brown.  Director:  Phil  Itosen. 

Family  Next  Door..  (63) Mar.  31 

Comedy.  A couple  spend  their  savings  to  buy 
land  and  are  about  to  lose  their  investment 
wiien  they  discover  rich  mineral  deposits  in  the 
soil.  Hugh  Herbert,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Joy  Hodges. 
Dnector:  Joseph  Santley. 

Forgotten  Woman,  The . . 3031 . . (63) July  7 

Drama.  A young  woman  becomes  innocently 
involved  in  a crime  mesh  and  is  sent  to  prison, 
where  her  baby  is  born.  She  is  almost  the  for- 
gotten woman,  until  one  of  the  gangsters  makes 
a deathbed  confession.  Sigrid  Gurie,  William 
Lundigan,  Eve  Arden.  Director;  Harold  Young. 

For  Love  or  Money.  .3030. . (66)  Apr.  28 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  employes,  entrusted  with 
$5u,00u,  lose  the  money,  and  their  boss  gives 
them  36  hours  to  produce.  June  Lang,  Robert 
Kent,  Edward  Brophy,  Director:  Albert  S. 
Itogeil. 

Oaiiibliiig  Ship.  .3023.  . (60)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A young  girl  takes  over  the 
operation  of  her  father’s  gambling  vessel  when 
he  is  murdered  by  a notorious  rival.  RomaJice 
blooms  when  a G-Man  comes  to  the  rescue. 
Robert  Wilcox,  Helen  Mack,  Irving  Plchel. 
Director:  Aubrey  Scotto. 

Honor  of  the  W'est.  .3055. . (58) Jan.  13 

Western.  A sheriff  resigns  rather  than  arrest 
ids  pal  whom  he  knows  is  guilty  of  cattle 
rustling,  but  he  captures  the  gang  after  hie 
friend  is  killed.  Bob  Baker,  Marjorie  Bell, 
Carleton  Young.  Director;  George  Waggner. 

House  of  Fear,  The.  .3038.  . (66) June  30 

Mystery  Drama.  A producer  restages  a play 
to  track  the  murderer  of  a Broadway  stage 
star,  William  Gargan,  Irene  Hervey,  Alan 
Dinehart.  Director:  Joe  May. 

Inside  Information.  .3040,  . (62) June  2 

Action  Drama.  A rookie  cop  uses  scientific 
methods  to  capture  jewel  robbers.  June  Lang, 
Dick  Foran,  Harry  Carey,  Mary  Carlisle.  Direc- 
tor: Charles  Lament. 

I.aily  ill  the  Morgue,  'I'he.  . 2027  . . (70) Apr.  22 

Mystery  Drama,  A Crime  Club  mystery  whert- 
in  the  body  of  a murdered  woman  disappears 
from  the  morgue.  Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenk.s. 
Rowland  Drew.  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  Otis 
Garrett. 

1.ast  Warning,  The. . 3027 ..  (63) Jaa.  6 

Mystery  Melodrama.  One  of  the  Crime  Club 
series,  in  which  Detective  Crane  is  called  In  to 


track  down  the  "Eye,"  a mysterious  extortionist. 
Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenks,  Joyce  Compton. 
Director:  A1  Rogell. 

My  Man  Godfrey ..  (93) . .Reissue June  2 

Comedy.  A "socialite  hobo"  lands  a butler’s 
job  in  a wealthy,  madcap  household  with  two 
wild  daughters  who  cause  no  end  of  trouble 
when  they  both  fall  in  love  with  him.  William 
Powell,  Carole  Lombard.  Director:  Gregory  La 
Cava. 

ftlystery  of  the  White  Room.  .3037. . (58) .. -Mar.  17 
Melodrama.  Mystery  stalks  through  hospital 
corridors  when  the  head  surgeon  is  killed  while 
performing  an  operation.  Bruce  Cabot,  Helen 
Mack,  Joan  Woodbury.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Newsboys’  Home.  .3015. . (73) Dee.  23 

Action  Drama.  A newsboy  helps  his  boss  win 
a circulation  war  against  an  opposition  paper, 
and  helps  the  editor  win  the  girl  he  loves. 
Jackie  Cooper,  Edmund  Lowe,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Harold  Young. 

Pirates  of  the  Skies. . 3033 ..  (61) Feb,  3 

Action  Drama.  A daredevil  transport  flier  joins 
the  State  Air  Force  and  uncovers  a gang  of 
crooks  who  have  been  transporting  their  stolen 
loot  by  plane.  Kent  Taylor,  Rochelle  Hudson, 
Lucien  Littlefield.  Director;  Joe  McDonough. 

Risky  Business.  .3029.  . (78)  Mar.  3 

iVieiodramia.  A hard-boiled  newspaper  columnist 
interests  himself  in  the  news  angle  behind  the 
abduction  of  a movie  financier's  daughter,  but 
loses  his  life  to  save  the  girl.  George  Murphy, 
Dorothea  Kent,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  Frances 
Robinson.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Society  Smugglers  (formerly  Key  Woman) 

30^4,  . (70)  Feb.  24 

Drama.  A member  of  the  Treasury  Department 
trails  a gang  of  international  smugglers  oper- 
ating as  luggage  manufacturers.  Preston  Fos- 
ter, Irene  Hervey,  Director:  Joe  May. 

Son  of  FranJ(cnstein.  .3004. . (94) Jan.  13 

Horror  Drama.  A scientist’s  son  sets  out  to 
redeem  his  father's  name  and  succeeds  in 
destroying  the  monster.  Basil  liathbone,  Boris 
Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi.  Director:  Rowland  V. 
Lee. 

Spirit  of  Culver.  .3014.  . (90) Mar.  10 

Drama.  A war  orplian  in  a military  school  is 
eiubiLtered  over  the  belief  his  father  was  killed 
in  action  in  the  World  War.  Jackie  Cooper, 
Freddie  Bartholomew,  Henry  Hull,  Andy  Devine. 
Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The.  .3009. . (94) June  9 

Drama.  Two  brothers  in  the  British  civil  ser- 
vice find  themselves  faced  with  an  interna- 
tional crisis  that  might  rock  the  entire  world 
if  their  heroic  efforts  fail.  Douglas  Fairbanks 
jr.,  Basil  Ratlibone,  Barbara  O’Neil,  Lionel 
Atwill.  Director:  Rowland  Lee. 

They  Asked  for  It.  .3040. . (61)  May  26 

Action  Drama.  A small  town  newspaper,  try- 
ing to  capitalize  on  sensational  news,  points  to 
the  death  of  a farmer  as  murder,  and  gradually 
uncovers  enough  evidence  to  prove  it  was  real 
murder.  William,  Lundigan,  Joy  Hodges,  Mich- 
ael Whalen.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up.  .3001. . (87)  ..  .Mar,  24 
Comedy  With  Music.  Sequel  to  its  predecessor, 
"Three  Smart  Girls,"  in  which  complications 
and  misunderstandings  arise  when  one  sister 
becomes  engaged.  Deanna  Durbin,  Nan  Grey, 
Helen  Parrish.  Director:  Henry  Koster. 

Unexpected  Father  (Formerly  "Sandy  Takes 

a Bow'  July  7 

Comedy.  Baby  Sandy,  the  child  sensation  in 
“East  Side  of  Heaven,”  plays  the  starring  role 
in  her  second  film,  as  an  orphan  who  is  cared 
for  by  her  mother’s  dancing  partner.  Measles 
and  the  authorities  intervene,  but  the  baby 
goes  on  a hunger  strike  until  she  is  returned. 
Baby  Sandy,  Shirley  Ross,  Dennis  O’Keefe, 
Mischa  Auer.  Director:  Charles  Lament. 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man.  .3005. . (76)  ..Feb.  17 

Comedy.  Gags  and  guffaws  against  a circus 
background.  W.  C.  Fields,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie 
McCarthy.  Director:  George  Marshall. 


Warner  Bros. 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden ..  331 ..  (58) Mar.  18 

Action  Drama.  From  the  newspaper  comic 
strip  cartoon,  detailing  the  adventures  of  the 
feminine  star  reporter,  who  is  assigned  to  trace 
down  the  mysterious  killing  of  a society  girl. 
Rosella  Towne,  William  Gargan,  James  Stephen- 
son. Director:  Terry  Morse. 

Dawn  Patrol.  .303. . (103) Dec.  24 

Action  Drama.  The  lives  of  two  British  filers 
on  the  western  front  during  the  World  War. 
Errol  Flynn,  Basil  Rathbone.  Director:  Edmund 
Gouldliig. 


Devil’s  Island.  .313.  .(62) JaJC  7 

Action  Drama.  A famous  surgeon,  imjustly  son- 
tenced  to  the  infamous  Island,  heads  an  escape 
party,  which  ironically  Is  picked  up  by  a ship 
bound  for  the  colony.  Boris  Karloff,  Nedda 


Harrigan,  James  Stephenson.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Clemens. 

Dodge  City.  .304. . (104)  © Apr.  8 


Outdoor  Drama.  A spectacle  of  the  west  back 
in  ’72  when  the  railroad  reached  Southwest 
Kansas  and  the  steers  out  of  Texas  made  that 
outpost  town  a roaring  beehive  of  activity- 


Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  De  Havilland.  Director: 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Hell’s  Kitchen.  .312.  . (81)  July  8 


Action  Drama.  A philanthropic  gangster  on 
probation  takes  charge  of  a wayward  home  for 
boys,  but  pandemonium  breaks  out  when  the 
gangster  is  framed  and  the  institution  threaten- 
ed. Dead  End  Kids,  Grant  Mitchell,  Stanley 
Fields,  Ronald  Reagan,  Margaret  Lindsay.  Di- 
rectors: Lewis  Seiler  and  E.  A.  Dupont. 

Juarez.  .301. . (127)  June  10 

Historical  Drama.  An  Indian  boy  becomes 
Mexico’s  liberator  in  its  fight  for  Democracy 
in  1864.  Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis,  Brian  Aherne. 
Director:  William  Dieterle. 

King  of  the  Underworld.  .317.  . (69) Jan.  28 

Melodrama.  A woman  doctor  avenges  the  mur- 
der of  her  husband  by  temporarily  blinding  a 
mob  of  gangsters,  thus  aiding  the  police  in 
their  capture.  Humphrey  Bogart,  Kaj  u’ratif'is. 
James  Stephenson.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter.  .,324.  . (69) . .June  17 

Drama.  Nancy  does  some  more  detectifying  in 


lier  own  way  to  save  an  innocent  man  from  the 
electric  chair.  Bonita  Granville,  Frankie 
Thomas,  John  Litel.  Director:  William  Clemons. 

Naughty  But  Nice . . 311 . . (90)  July  1 


Comedy  With  Music.  A music  professor,  raised 
by  maiden  aunts,  goes  to  New  York  to  market 
his  rhapsody,  and  meets  a fourth  aunt  who 
shows  him  the  swing  side  of  in,usic.  Dick 
Powell,  Ann  Sheridan,  Gale  Page.  Director: 
Ray  Enright. 

Off  the  Record  (formerly  Unfit  to  Print) 

314..  (68)  Jan.  21 

Drama.  A girl  reporter  marries  a newspaper- 
man so  they  can  care  for  a youngster  who  has 
been  made  the  tool  of  a gambling  ring.  Through 
the  boy  they  find  the  leader.  Joan  Blondell, 
Pat  O’Brien,  Bobby  Jordan.  Director:  Jamas 
Flood. 

Oklahoma  lud.  .308. . (80)  Mar,  11 

Outdoor  Drama.  A notorious  outlaw  avenges  the 
murder  of  his  father  and  brother,  at  the  same 
time  ridding  a pioneer  town  from  the  rule  of 
tile  gambler  responsible  for  the  murders.  James 
Cagney,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Rosemary  Lane.  Di- 
rector: Lloyd  Bacon. 

On  'Trial.  .323.  . (62)  Apr.  1 

Melodrama.  A dramatization  of  Elmer  Rice’s 
play,  in  which  the  main  character,  on  trial  for 
murder,  refuses  to  lift  a finger  in  his  own  de- 
fense. His  wife  disappears  but  turns  up  at  the 
right  moment  to  convince  the  jury  that  her 
husband’s  act  was  justified.  John  Litel,  Mar- 
garet Lindsay,  James  Stephenson.  Director: 
Terry  Morse. 

Secret  Service  of  the  Air.  . 320. . (61) Mar.  4 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  the  federal  govern- 
ment’s activities  in  rounding  up  a ring  of  crooks 
smuggling  aliens  into  the  country  across  the 
Mexican  border.  Ronald  Reagan,  Ila  Rhodes. 
Director:  Noel  Smith. 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal.  .307. . (89) Jan.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  The  social  reform  of  a hard- 
boiled  fighter  who,  thinking  himself  guilty  of 
murder,  hides  out  on  an  Arizona  fruit  ranch. 
John  Garfield,  Claude  Rains,  Ann  Sheridan, 
Dead  End  Kids.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Torchy  Buns  for  Mayor.  .322.  . (60) May  13 

Comedy  Drama.  When  Torchy’s  paper  refuses 
to  print  an  expose  of  crooked  city  politics,  she 
decides  a new  mayor  is  necessary  and  through 
the  perpetration  of  a practical  joke  becomes 
the  winning  candidate.  Glenda  Farrell,  Bar- 
ton MacLane.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

Waterfront.  .325.  . (59)  July  15 

Action  Drama.  The  lives,  loves  and  hates  of 
the  longshoremen  and  stevedores.  Gloria  Dick- 
son. Dennis  Morgan,  Ward  Bond.  Director: 
Terry  Morse. 

Wings  of  the  Navy . .309. . (89) Feb.  11 

Action  Drama.  A pilot,  jealous  of  his  brother’s 
success  in  the  naval  air  service,  sets  a record 
of  his  own.  George  Brent,  Olivja  de  Havilland, 
John  Payne.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Women  in  the  Wind.  .316.  . (65) Apr.  15 

Action  Drama.  An  aviatrix,  in  need  of  money 
for  an  operation  on  her  crippled  brother,  enters 
the  women’s  air  derby,  and  ends  up  a la  “Wrong 
Way”  Corrigan.  Kay  Francis,  William  Gargan, 
Victor  Jory.  Director:  John  Farrow. 


BOXOFFICE  July  15,  1939 


99 


Alphabetical  Index  oF  Feature  Releases 

Designed  as  a Time-Saving  Gnide  for  Exhibitors  Who  Know  the  Title  of  a Picture,  but  Do  Not  Recall  the  Producer  or  Distributor.  All  Pictures  Usted 
Here  Appear  in  the  PRODDCTION  INDEX  in  Alphabetical  Order  Under  the  Proper  Company  Headings.  Date  Following  Title  is  Issue  of  Review. 


A 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge  (Col)  July  8 
Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 
Adventures  of  Jane  Arden  (WB) 

Feb.  18 

Alexander  Nevsky  (Amk)  Apr.  15 
Ali  Baba  Goes  to  Town  (20th-Fox) 
Oct.  30 

Almost  a Gentleman  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
Arizona  Legrion  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Arizona  AVildcat  (20th-Fox)  Nov  12 
Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond  (Para) 

Nov.  26 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad 

(Para)  Nov.  6 
Awful  Truth  (Col)  reissue 

B 

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) 
Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 

Jan.  28 

Big  TovVn  Czar  (Unlv)  Apr.  22 
Bizarre,  Bizarre  (Lenauer)  Apr.  15 
Black  limelight  (SR)  July  8 
Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 
Blazing  Sixes  (WB) 

Blind  AUey  (Col)  Apr.  29 
Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6 
Bouquets  From  Nicholas  (Walch) 
Mar.  11 

Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13 
Bo.v  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan  21 
Boys  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 
Bo.v  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27 
Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 
Bronze  Buckaroo  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride  (Para) 
June  24 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret  Police 

(Para)  Apr.  8 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 
Jan.  14 

c 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11 
Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M)  Apr.  29 
California  Frontier  (Col)  Dec.  24 
Captain  Fur.v  (UA)  May  13 
Career  (RKO)  July  1 
Chainps-Elysees  (Tri-National) 

Feb.  25 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 
(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 
Charlie  Chan  in  Reno  (20th-Fox) 
June  3 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  7 
Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M),  Dec.  17 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col)  June  10 
Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 
May  13 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Univ)  Jan.  28 
Concentration  Camp  (Amk)  Mar.  25 
Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  29 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18 
Crasliing  Through  (GN) 

Crisis  (Kline)  Mar.  25 
Curtain  Rises,  The  (Frank  Kassler) 
Apr.  29 

D 

Dark  Victory  (FN)  Mar.  11 
Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 
Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 
Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 
Dodge  City  (WB)  Apr.  8 
Double  Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line 
(Tower)  Apr.  29 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail  (Mono) 
Drifting  Westward  (Mono)  Mar.  25 
Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 

E 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Unlv)  Apr.  15 
Easy  Money  (Inv) 

Escape  From  Yesterday  (SR) 
Everybody  Dance  (GB) 

Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  3 
Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 
Ex-Champ  (Unlv)  May  20 

F 

Family  Next  Door,  The  (Univ) 

Apr.  8 

Fast  and  loose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 
Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep)  Jan.  14 
Fighting  ’Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21 

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11 
I'isherinan’s  Wharf  (RKO)  Feb.  4 
Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10 
Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  Apr.  29 
Flying  Irishman,  The  (RKO) 

Mar.  11 

Foolish  Virgin  (SR)  Jan.  21 
For  Love  or  Money  (Unlv)  Apr.  22 
Forbidden  Music  (SR)  Jan.  14 
Forged  Passport  (Rep)  Feb.  11 
Forgotten  Woman,  'The  (Unlv)  July  8 
Four  Girls  in  W’hite  (M-G-M)  Jan  28 
400,000,000,  The  (Garrison)  Mar.  25 


Friends  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Frontier  Pony  Express  (Rep)  Apr.  15 
Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17 
Frontiersman  (Para)  Nov.  26 

G 

Gambling  Ship  (Unlv)  Dec.  24 
Gang  B^ets  (Mono)  Dec.  10 
Gang’s  All  Here,  The  (Asso.-Brltlsh) 
Apr.  29 

Girl  and  the  Gambler,  The  (RKO), 
June  10 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31 
Girl  B’rom  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20 
Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 
Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)  June  24 
Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  May  20 
Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27 
Gracie  Allen  Murder  tlase  (Para) 
May  13 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para)  May  20 
Grand  Illusion  (World) 

Great  Citizen,  The  (Amk)  Jan.  28 
Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Gunga  Din  (RKO)  Feb.  4 
H 

Hardys  Ride  High,  The  (M-G-M) 
Hatred  (World) 

HeU’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25 

Heroes  of  the  Marne  (SR)  May  6 
Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep)  Feb.  18 
Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  Fob.  11 
Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 
Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22 
Hound  of  the  BaskerviUes,  The 
(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 
Housemaster  (Alliance)  Apr.  15 
House  of  Fear,  'The  (Univ)  May  20 
Huckleberry  F'inn  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 


I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  25 
Ice  FolUes  of  1939  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 
Idiot’s  Delight  (M-(5-M)  Feb.  4 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5 
I’m  From  Missouri  (Para)  Mar.  25 
Indiscretions  (SR)  May  20 
In  Old  Caliente  (Rep) 

In  Old  Montana  (Spectrum)  Apr.  8 
Inside  Information  (Univ)  June  10 
Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 
Inspector  Hornleigh  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20 

It  Could  Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox) 
June  3 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 
May  13 

I 

Jesse  James  (20th-Foi)  Jan.  21 
Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 
(20th-Fox)  May  27 
Juarez  (WB)  Apr.  29 

& 

liid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 
Kid  From  Texas,  The  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 

King  of  Chinatown  (Para)  Mar.  11 
King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14 

L 

Lady  and  the  Mob,  'The  (Col) 

Mar.  11 

Lady  in  the  Morgue  (Univ)  Oct.  23 
Lady’s  From  Kentucky  (Para) 

Apr.  15 

Last  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10 
Law  Comes  to  Texas  (Col)  May  27 
Lenin  in  1918  (SR)  July  8 
Let  I'ceedom  King  (M-G-M)  Feb.  25 
Let  Us  Live  (Col)  Feb.  18 
Little  Pal  (Mono) 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  25 
Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col)  Jan.  28 
laing  Shot  (GN)  Deo.  31 
Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 
Lost  Patrol  (RKO)  reissue 
Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
Lucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6 

M 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA)  Feb.  11 
Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 
iMamele  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  and  His  Wife,  A (French  Films) 
Apr.  15 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) 

Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15 
Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8 
Man  With  the  Gun  (Amk)  Feb.  18 
Manhattan  Shakedown  (Warwick) 
Apr.  22 

Marseillaise  (World) 

Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 
Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1 
Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 


Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29 
Mountain  Rhythm  ( Rep ) 

Mothers  of  Today  (Apex),  Mar.  25 
Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 
(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18 
Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th- 
Fox)  Dec.  24 

Murder  Is  News  (SR)  July  8 
Mutiny  on  the  Elsinore  (Regal) 

Feb.  25 

My  Alan  Godfrey  (Univ)  reissue 
Aly  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col)  Mar.  18 
Alystery  of  Air.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18 

Alystery  of  the  White  Room  (Unlv) 
Apr.  1 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN)  Jan.  28 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB) 
Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10 
Navy  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18 
Neighbors  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Never  Say  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11 
New  Horizons  (SR)  May  27 
Newsboys  Home  (Univ)  Jan.  28 
Night  Riders  (Rep)  Apr.  8 
North  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11 
North  of  the  Yukon  (Col) 

O 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO)  reissue 
Oklalioinu  Kid  (WB)  Mar.  18 
On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  July  8 
On  'I-rial  (WB)  Mar.  25 
Only  Angels  Have  AVings  (Col) 

May  20 

Oppenheim  Family,  The  (SR)  June  3 
Orphans  of  the  Pecos  (Vic) 

Outlaws’  Paradise  (Victory)  Apr.  29 
Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

P 

Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  Deo.  31 
Pagliacci  (GB) 

Panama  Lady  (RKO) 

Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8 
Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  Dec.  24 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Unlv) 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28 
Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
Puritan,  The  (Lenauer)  Mar.  25 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  10 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 
May  20 

Rangle  River  (SR)  May  20 
Red  River  Range  (Rep)  Apr.  29 
Return  of  the  Cisco  ^d.  The 
(20th-Fox)  Apr.  29 
Ride  ’Em  Cowgiri  (GN)  Jan.  28 
Rio  Grande  (Col)  Apr.  8 
Risky  Business  (Univ)  Mar.  11 
Rollin’  Westward  (Mono)  Apr.  1 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col) 
Apr.  29 

Roolde  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 
Ruse  of  AVasbington  Square 
(20th-Fox)  May  13 
Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep)  Mar.  25 
Rough  Riding  Rhythm  (Conn; 

S 

Sable  Cicada  (SR)  Feb.  4 
Saint  in  London  (RKO)  July  1 
Saint  Strikes  Back,  The  (RKO) 

Feb.  18 

School  for  Husbands  (SR)  Jan.  28 
Scorched  Earth  (SR)  May  27 
Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feb.  11 

Sergeant  Aladden  (M-G-M)  Mar.  25 
She  Alarried  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 
Shine  Un,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep) 

May  27 

Should  a Girl  Alarry?  (Mono) 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3 
Six-Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18 
6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3 
Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col)  Jan.  28 
Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17 
Smoky  Trails  (SR) 

Society  Lawyer  (M-Q-M)  Apr.  1 
•Society  Smugglers  (Univ)  Mar.  11 
Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13 
Son  of  Frankenstein  (Unlv)  Jan.  21 
.Sorority  House  (RKO)  Apr.  22 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 
Southward,  Ho!  (Rep) 

.Soviet  Border  (Amk)  Mar.  4 
.Special  Inspector  (SR)  May  6 
Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col)  June  10 
Spirit  of  Culver  (Unlv)  Mar.  4 
Spy  of  Napoleon  (SR)  May  27 
Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M)  Jan.  7 
Stand-In  (UA)  Oct.  9 
Starlight  Over  Texas  (Mono) 


Star  of  Alidnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25 
St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Stolen  Life  (Para)  Apr.  29 
Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 
(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 
Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle 
(RKO)  Mar.  18 

Strange  Case  of  Dr,  Meade,  The 
(Col)  Oct.  29 

Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24 

Street  of  Missing  Alen  (Rep)  Apr.  29 
Streets  of  New  York  (Mono)  Apr.  15 
Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 
Sudden  Money  (Para)  Mar.  25 
Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ)  June  10 
Sundown  on  the  Prairie  (Mono) 

Apr.  1 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 
Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 
Fox)  June  17 

Sweei>stakes  AVinner  (FN)  Apr.  22 
Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24 

T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  4 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M)  June  3 
TeU  No  'Tales  (M-G-M)  May  20 
Terror  of  ’Tiny  Town  (Col)  July  30 
Texas  Stampede  (Col) 

Texas  Wildcats  (SR)  June  24 
Thanks  for  Everything  (RKO) 

Dec.  10 

There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) 
Dec.  17 

They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  July  8 
They  Asked  for  It  (Univ) 

They  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25 

’They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 
Jan.  7 

Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  11 
Three  of  a Kind  (Inv) 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 
(Univ)  Mar.  25 
Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep) 

Three  AA'altzes  (SR)  May  20 
Thundering  West  (Col)  Apr.  16 
Tiger  Hunt  (World)  Apr.  29 
Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24 
’Torn  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24 

Topper  ’Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Biane  in  Chinatown  (FN) 
Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB)  Apr.  1 
'Tough  Kid  (Mono)  Jan.  14 
Trade  Winds  (UA)  Dec.  31 
Trapped  by  G-Men  (Col)  reviewed 
under  title  (River  of  Missing  Men) 
Sept.  11 

Trapped  in  the  Sky  (Col)  Feb.  18 
'Trigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  21 
Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  May  13 
Trouble  in  Sundown  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
'Tumbleweeds  (SR)  reissue  May  27 
Twelve  Crowded  Hours  (RKO) 

Feb.  18 

Typhoon  Treasure  (SR)  May  27 

u 

Undercover  Agent  (Mono) 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para)  May  27 
Under  Nuspieitiii  (Coll  Nov,  27 
Unexpected  Father  (Unlv) 

Union  Pacific  (Para)  May  6 
Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 

w 

AA’anted  by  Scotland  Yard  (Mono) 

Apr.  29 

AVaterfront  (WB)  July  1 
AVestem  Caravans  (Col) 

AVhile  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox) 
Oct.  22 

Whispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
AVife,  Husband  and  Friend 
(20th-Fox)  Feb.  18 
AA’ild  Horse  Canyon  (Mono)  Jan.  7 
AVill  of  the  People  (SR)  Mar.  4 
AVinner  Take  All  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  25 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB)  Jan.  21 
AVith  a Smile  (Malmar)  Feb.  18 
AA'ithin  the  Law  (M-G-M)  Mar.  18 
AA'ithont  a Home  (Foreign  Cinema 
Arts)  Apr.  15 
AVolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 
Woman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4 
Women  in  the  Wind  (WB)  Feb.  4 
AVuthering  Heights  (UA)  Apr.  1 

Y 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  Feb.  25 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  AVith  Murder 

(FN)  Jan.  28 

Yoiuig  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 

June  10 

Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Unlv)  Oct.  1 

z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18 

Zero  Hour,  The  (Rep)  May  27 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leaxinq  4iou5e 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

BUY  NOW— PAY  LATER.  Use  new 
easy  S.O.S.  time  payment  plan — available 
on  quality  theatre  and  cooling  equipment. 
Really  reasonable  prices.  Write  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  soimd  heads 
with  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with  cop- 
per oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  Dealers, 
Kansas  City  territory — STEBBINS,  1804 
Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


Air  Conditioning — MAGIC  WEATHER — 
100%  performance.  1.000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction; silent  operation;  low  first  cost: 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO.. 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO.. 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

THUMB  TACKS,  per  1,000,  75c;  DeLuxe 
Corozone  air  purifiers,  kill  stale  odors, 
$13.75.  Ushers’  flashlights,  complete  with 
batteries,  69c.  Many  more  typical  values. 
Write  for  bargain  list.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Sup- 
ply Corp.,  New  York. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  S.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

MONEY  TALKS!  We  offer  silent  Multi- 
blade rotor  blowers — size  12",  $17.00;  size 
18",  $31.50;  size  24",  $52.50;  size  30", 
$125.00.  We  manufacture  all  sizes  of  wash- 
ers and  pad  systems.  Get  our  prices  before 
you  buy.  Peterson  “Preezem”  Mfg.  & Sales 
Co.,  Victor  4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

CHASE  HEAT— ATTRACT  CUSTOM- 
ERS. Buy  S.O.S.  blowers  for  low-cost 
cooling,  $39.50  up!  Grills,  diffusers,  $8.00 
up.  Immediate  shipment.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


FOR  SALE — Used  35mm  single  system 
sound  camera,  complete  less  camera  mo- 
tor— $175.00.  Metzel  Film  Productions, 
New  Castle,  Ind. 

FOR  SALE — Theatre  equipment,  taken 
on  mortgage.  Must  be  sold.  If  you  want 
bargain,  write  Otto  Wickersham,  Onaway, 
Michigan. 

FOR  SALE — 50  nozzle,  double  bank  and 
one  single  bank  12  nozzle  air  washer.  Au- 
tomatic oscillating  diffuser.  Regal  Theatre, 
Wellsville,  Mo. 

WANTED^ — 16mm  Holmes  SOF  projec- 
tors. F.  Shafer,  Washington,  Ind. 


POPCORN 

Jumbo  South  American-Hybrid  Jap  Hul- 
less — $4.00  hundred  pounds;  guaranteed 
satisfaction.  ARMSTRONG  POPCORN 
CO.,  LAKE  VIEW,  IOWA. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
8Ic  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


WORLD’S  FAIREST  CHAIR  VALUES 
AT  S.O.S.  Huge  assortment,  famous  makes, 
reconstructed,  refinished.  16,241  available, 
75c  up.  Photographs,  prices  free.  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

OPERA  CHAIRS— Rebuilt  like  new.  We 
also  build  new  cushions  and  backs  to  fit 
your  present  standards.  Work  and  mate- 
rials guaranteed.  Terms  to  suit.  Also  for 
sale,  all  types  of  reconditioned  used  the- 
atre chairs.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  & Sons  Co., 
2159  Kinnickinnic  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition:  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N, 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 


MODERN  'THEATRE  FOR  SALE— 350 
seats;  in  Southeastern  South  Dakota.  One 
thousand  population.  George  E.  Logan, 
Mitchell,  South  Dakota. 

THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED  TO  LEASE  — Theatre  E 

southern  California  by  experienced  show- 
man. Also  interested  in  State  Rights  fea- 
ture. Air  mail — A.  L.  BROWN,  Box  44, 
Chehalis,  Wash. 

WANTED — Theatre  in  a town  of  ap- 
proximately 1,000  or  more.  Lease  or  buy. 
Write  Evelyn  Determan,  Lake  Benton,  Minn. 

HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJEC'TIONIST — 15  years’  experience. 
Reliable.  James  Curran,  1029  W.  9th  St., 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

PROJECTTONTST — 12  years’  experience. 
Sober,  reliable.  Appreciate  decent  job. 
P.  O.  Box  No.  173,  Canton,  I'exas. 

THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  Stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1.000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  'Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

^SPRAY  NOZZLES 

RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible:  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  Ciy,  Mo. 


BINGO  CARDS 

$2.00  Per  Thousand 

Write  today  for  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4704  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDERS’  BLANK 

BOXOFFICE,  j lOc  a word 

4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Whh  OrdM)  1 ^ insertions 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  ' M ^ 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad umes  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 
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MACHINE  GUNS  BLAZE 
IN  THE  NO-MAN’S 
LAND  OF  THE  AIR 


YOUR  PAL 
OF  THE 
SKYWAYS 


'Packed  with  air  thrills  and  action''— Hollywood  Reporter 
Thrills  and  chills,  excitement  for  all"— Aiotion  Picture  Daily 
Climbs  to  high  level  as  action  melodrama"  —BoxoffUe 
Good  bet  for  action  fans"  —National  Boxoffice  Digest 
'Worthy  sequel  to  the  initial  film"— motion  Picture  Herald 
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»TIC»IAL  EDITION 


hUmhm 


Those  who  are  about  to  play  M-G-M’s  “Goodbye  Mn  Chips”  will  be 
interested  in  the  early  extended  run  record  of  this  superb  picture  and  will 
wish  to  adjust  their  booking  schedules  to  allow  for  additional  time.  A 
Hold 'Over  in  every  one  of  its  first  24  engagements,  it  continues  to  merit 
extra  time  in  its  new  engagements.  Based  on  this  achievement  it  is  pre- 
dicted that  “Goodbye  Mr.  Chips”  will  establish  a new  high  in  extended 
time.  The  first  24: 


New  York 

9th  week 

Baltimore  . 

3 weeks 

Los  Angeles 

9th  week 

St.  Louis 

2 weeks 

Cleveland  . 

4 weeks 

Denver. 

. Extended 

Dayton  .... 

2 weeks 

Providence 

2 weeks 

Cincinnati  . 

Columbus  . 

4 weeks 

2 weeks 

Hartford  . 
Indianapolis  . 
New  Orleans  . 

2 weeks 

2 weeks 

2 weeks 

Pittsburgh  . 

3 weeks 

Chicago 

Indefinite  run 

Toledo  .... 

2 weeks 

San  Francisco 

Indefinite  run 

Oklahoma  City  . 

2 weeks 

Seattle 

2 weeks 

Philadelphia  . 

3 weeks 

Worcester 

2 weeks 

New  Haven 

2 weeks 

Boston  . 

4 weeks 

Washington  . 

2 weeks 

(Playing  day-and-date 

at  State  & Orpbeum; 

held  over  2nd  week  in  both  spots) 
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AUGUST,  DECEMBER— NOW  JULY 

IT  IS  A peculiar  commentary  on  this  industry,  as  it  is  on  many  others,  that  direct  action  is  taken  when  an  emer- 
gency compels  it. 

In  1934,  the  production  code,  quietly  resting,  had  its  teeth  sharpened.  The  molars  and  the  bicuspids  began 
to  bite  and  bite  hard  into  the  problem  of  cleaning  up  films  and  keeping  them  that  way.  Successful  was  the  effort 
and  successful  it  remains,  despite  scraps  of  discontent  now  and  then,  transgressions  here  and  there. 

For  several  decades,  distribution,  in  its  essential  fabric,  has  remained  unchanged  and  untouched.  The  desig- 
nated playdate,  percentage  pictures,  holdovers  have  planted  themselves  athwart  the  horizon,  but  the  system,  as  a 
system  has  followed  its  original  outline. 

Today,  confronted  by  a government  lawsuit  seeking  sweeping  changes,  and  with  a self-regulation  committee 
trying  to  bring  about  changes  without  endangering  the  case  of  the  majors  in  this  suit,  it  can  be  ."^aid  a state  of 
emergency  exists. 

The  committee  is  determined  to,  and  actually  is,  keeping  on  with  its  program  . . . Yet,  regardless  of  what  de 
velops  and  whether  the  points  of  issue  are  determined  by  trial  or  by  agreement,  there  is  a lesson,  certainly,  in  the 
lesson  leading  up  to  the  rehabilitated  production  code  and  the  administrator  named  to  enforce  it. 

It  is  suggested  now  that  what  production  has  done  with  Joe  Breen,  distribution  can  do  with  Mr.  X on  behalf 
of  itself  and,  obviously,  its  customers,  the  exhibitors. 

This  means,,  initially,  a code  of  fair  practices,  whether  self-imposed  or  drawn  from  mandate  imposed  by  law.  It 
means  the  adminisitration  of  it  by  an  individual  whose  integrity  is  beyond  reproach  and  whose  judgment  will  be 
respected  and  honored  by  both  sides  because  it  will  be  recognized  as  fair  and  impartial. 

The  problems  encountered  in  production  every  hour  of  a normal  Hollywood  day  with  its  creative  viewpoints 
to  weigh  and  consolidate,  its  individual  approaches  to  consider  and  appreciate,  its  international  responsibility  to 
contemplate  are  far  greater  than  any  which  might  have  to  be  made  after  the  product  is  completed. 

Therefore,  if  production  was.  parted  from  many  of  its  wrinkles  by  the  code  method,  distribution  can  as  well. 

Consider  this  as  a process  to  mark  down  for  deliberation.  The  time  is  propitious. 


With  only  fractional  alteration,  this  is  a reprint  of  an  editorial  which  appeared  in  BOXOFFICE  for  August  20  (1938) 
long  before  there  was  the  assurance  now  current  that  a trade  practice  agreement  would  emerge  from  the  arduous  effort 
which  has  been  applied  to  that  task. 

The  firsit  consolidated  draft,  representative  of  the  approach  to  various  problems  by  all  of  the  exhibitor  negotiators,  is 
now  in  their  hands.  It  does  not  follow  that  this  initial  document,  finecombed  by  the  attorneys  for  the  negotiating  majors, 
will  be  the  Magna  Charta  ultimately  to  be  adopted. 

That,  we  should  say,  is  comparatively  unimportant  and  we  assume  this  point  of  view  on  the  reasonable  assumption 
that,  with  changes  which  are  very  likely,  the  results  will  closely  resemble  the  original  objective  sought.  That  original 
objective  cannot  comprise  Utopia,  for,  obviously  again,  no  basic  set  of  regulations  can  possibly  satisfy  as  many  diverse 
interests,  distributor  and  exhibitor  alike,  as  have  been  drawing  the  plans,. 

It  is  exactly  because  trade  practice  reform  seems  nearer  to  success  than  ever  that  BOXOFFICE  revives  its  suggestion 
for  an  exhibitor-distributor  administrator.  One  who  will  profit  by  a knowledge  of  the  pitfalls  into  which  production  code 
administration  fell,  but  also  one  who  can  draw  on  the  procedure  and  the  wisdoms  establis,hed  by  the  Hollywood  original. 

If  the  time  was  propitious  in  August,  it  is  more  so  in  December. 

December  was  seven  months  ago.  Now  that  the  code  is  closer  to  reality,  this  suggestion,  twice  advanced  on 
this  page,  is  in  prospect.  More,  rather  than  less,  reason  exists  for  its  adoption  today.  For,  in  the  creation  of  such  a 
post,  properly  endowed  in  appointment  and  in  authority  to  act  swiftly  and  without  interference,  conceivably  rests 
a formula  for  peace  and  harmony  in  exhibitor-distributor  relations  such  as  this  industry  has  never  enjoyed.  Again 
there  is  urged  for  such  a plan  all  full  and  serious  consideration. 


U.  S.  WOULD  CRUSH  CHAIN  BUYING  AND  OPEN 
MARKET  WIDE  ON  A 'HIGHEST  BIDDER'  BASIS 


Will  Demand  More 
Data  on  July  27 

Oklahoma  City — With  the  filing  Wednes- 
day of  answers  by  the  Griffith  circuit  and 
major  defendants  in  the  government 
monopoly  suit,  demands  for  further  par- 
ticulars will  be  heard  July  27  before  Judge 
Edgar  Vaught.  Distributors  are  represent- 
ed by  local  counsel,  while  Charles  E. 
Dierker,  assistant  to  the  attorney  general, 
will  handle  the  government’s  side  of  the 
case. 

Dierker  recently  returned  from  Wash- 
ington where  he  received  instructions  by 
Thurman  Arnold  to  speed  up  the  case, 
bearing  out  Boxofftce’s  recent  exclusive 
story  the  department  of  justice  will  bear 
down  on  the  Griffiths’  case  as  a test  for 
the  all-industry  action,  which  from  pres- 
ent indications  is  not  expected  to  reach 
the  New  York  federal  court  calender  un- 
til the  early  part  of  1940. 

Preliminaries  in  the  Griffiths’  suit  are 
expected  to  take  several  more  weeks  with 
actual  trial  probably  getting  under  way  in 
the  fall  when  attorneys  from  the  major 
company  home  offices  will  sit  in  on  the 
proceedings,  supplementing  local  counsel. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  all-industry  suit, 
the  majors  contend  the  petition  is  vague 
as  to  many  of  the  allegations  and  defini- 
tions and  clarification  is  sought  before 
trial. 

RKO  Escapes  Involvement 
In  Baltimore  Trust  Action 

Baltimore — RKO  is  the  only  major  dis- 
tributor not  involved  in  the  anti-trust 
suit  filed  by  Leo  Homand,  vice-president 
of  Westway  Theatre,  through  his  attor- 
ney, Edgar  Allan  Poe.  The  Lyndhurst 
Theatre  Corp.,  Frank  H.  Durkee,  C.  El- 
mer Nolte  sr.,  Walter  Pacy  and  Harry 
Reddish  are  co-defendants. 

The  suit  charges  restraint  of  trade  in 
that  the  Edgewood  Theatre,  Durkee  house, 
has  been  getting  14  days’  protection  over 
the  Westway.  A temporal^  injunction 
also  is  sought. 


Arnold  Checks  Into  Third 
Runs  in  Kentucky  Checkup 

New  York — The  department  of  justice, 
in  a formal  complaint,  is  inquiring  of  six 
major  distributors  why  they  are  “unable 
or  unwilling’’  to  license  the  New  Theatre, 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  with  third  run  product  for 
1938-39. 

In  a letter  over  the  signature  of  Thur- 
man Arnold  to  Paramount,  20th  Century- 
Fox,  Warner,  UA,  M-G-M  and  RKO,  a re- 
quest is  made  that  the  distributors  state 
whether  first  and  second-run  product  not 
used  by  Sam  Lee,  operator  of  the  Capitol, 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


Independents  Not  Exempt 
Where  Government  Sees 
Grounds  for  Action 

Washington — Elimination  of  chain  buy- 
ing, whether  by  major  circuits  or  inde- 
pendents, is  one  of  the  important  goals 
of  the  department  of  justice  in  the  all- 
industry suit  now  pending  in  New  York 
and  the  proposed  actions  to  be  filed  in  the 
near  future,  it  is  learned  from  authentic 
sources  close  to  the  department. 

Tlie  government’s  aim  is  to  compel  dis- 
tributors to  sell  on  a local  competitive  basis 
with  each  man  having  the  right  to  bid  for 
product  in  an  open  and  untrammeled 
market  rather  than  through  collective 
buying  power  developed  by  building  and 
acquisitions. 

Where  there  is  a sufficient  cause  of  ac- 
tion the  department  does  not  hesitate  to 
make  known  it  will  file  monopolistic 
charges  against  independents.  Large  inde- 
pendent circuits  frequently  have  been  de- 
scribed as  much,  if  not  more,  of  a detri- 
ment to  the  small  operator  than  the  af- 
filiated houses. 

An  improvement  of  product  with  a re- 
sultant decrease  in  production  costs  must 
come  if  the  government  is  successful  in  its 
prosecutions,  these  sources  contend.  How- 
ever, nothing  is  said  about  a large  inde- 
pendent theatre  in  a town  competing  for 
the  same  product  with  another  large 
house,  which  automatically  would  soar 
rentals  and  which,  in  turn,  might  be 
bulked  into  higher  production  costs  and 
thus  decrease  the  number  of  pictures  to 
be  made  annually. 

But  primarily,  a main  objective  of  the 
government  is  to  bring  about  a local  com- 
petitive situation  where  all  exhibitors  may 
freely  bid  for  the  same  product  without 
being  relegated  to  later  runs  if  there  is 
the  wherewithal  to  pay  for  good  pictures. 

Distributors  Attorney  in 
Vermont  Suit  to  N.  Y, 

New  York — Guy  Page,  Burlington,  Vt., 
attorney  who  has  been  retained  by  major 
distributors  to  represent  them  locally  in 
the  anti-trust  action  brought  by  Tegu’s 
Palace  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  has  been  here 
conferring  with  distributor  counsel. 


In  Agreement  on 
This  One 

New  York — The  government  has  a 
definition  for  “shooting  gallery.’'  It's 
one  of  the  few  explanations  of  trade 
terms  that  distributors  admit. 

According  to  the  department  of 
justice,  a “shooting  gallery"  is  a poorly 
equipped  motion  picture  theatre. 


431  Houses  in  18 
States  for  Warner 

New  York — Warner  and  its  subsidiaries 
operate  431  theatres  in  18  states,  Penn- 
sylvania being  the  state  with  the  largest 
holdings,  the  company  reveals  in  its  an- 
swer to  the  government’s  all-industry 
suit.  New  Jersey  is  second,  Connecticut, 
third,  and  Ohio,  fourth. 

The  states  and  number  of  theatres  in 
each  of  them  follow: 


California  11 

Connecticut  33 

Delaware  6 

Illinois  16 

Indiana  2 

Maryland  9 

Massachusetts  15 

New  Jersey  64 

New  York  28 

Ohio  32 

Oregon  2 

Pennsylvania  158 

Tennessee  i 

Virginia  8 

Washington,  D.  C 19 

Washington  3 

West  Virginia  lO 

Wisconsin  14 

Total  431 


An  "Immediate  Hearing" 
Is  Government's  Desire 

New  York — Paul  Williams,  in  charge  of 
the  government’s  all-industry  suit,  is  due 
Monday  from  Washington  to  confer  with 
Senior  Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  on  the 
possibility  of  moving  the  trial  up  on  the 
"immediate  hearing’’  calendar. 

Under  regular  court  procedure,  the  gov- 
ernment cannot  seek  preference  until  20 
days  after  the  respondents  have  filed  an- 
swers. The  time  limit  ended  Tuesday 
night  and  on  the  following  day  notices  of 
the  government’s  intentions  were  sent  out 
to  all  film  company  attorneys  who  had 
until  Saturday  to  answer.  This  being  a 
slow  day,  the  matter  has  been  put  over 
until  Monday  when  arguments  are  ex- 
pected to  be  heard  before  Judge  Knox. 


English  Trade  Benevolent 
Fund  Seeks  Stars'  Aid 

London — “Mick”  Hyams,  theatre  con- 
troller of  Gaumont  Super  Cinemas,  arrives 
in  New  York  on  the  Champlain  July  26  to 
enlist  the  services  of  a group  of  Holly- 
wood stars  for  appearances  at  a gala  per- 
formance to  aid  the  Cinematograph  Ti-ade 
Benevolent  Fund  to  be  held  this  fall  at 
the  Gaumont  State,  Kilburn. 
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" Petroit  beats  the 
^teat  with  biggest  biz 

entire  season.  New 
Hardy  bit  is  best  of 

the  wbole^ries  f 


ANDY 

HARDY 


SPRINC 

FEVER 

WOW! 


It’s  just  ONE 
of  M'G'M’s 
multi-million- 
dollar  Summer 
Festival  of  Hits! 
NEXT  PAGE,  PLEASE! 


I 


(continued  from  preceding  page) 


Leo’s  hot- 
weather 
parade  of 
hits  is  the 
talk  of  the 
Industry! 


NO  MORE 
WRINKLES! 


ISN’T  IT  WONDERFULI 


M'G'M’s  Summer  releases  electrify  every  Film  Row!  Grateful  showmen 
say  “M'G'M’s  ready  when  a feller  needs  a friend!”  Here  are  a few  of  the 
Summer  Big  Ones!  It’s  all  M-G-M  as  usual! 


"ANDY  HARDY  GETS 
SPRING  FEVER" 

The  Lucky  Seventh  Hardy 
Hit!  A Summer  life-saver! 

"GOODBYE 
MR.  CHIPS" 

National  Release  of  the 
Extended-Run  Record  Holder! 

"THESE  GLAMOUR 
GIRLS" 

Lew  Ayres,  Lana  Turner, 
Anita  Louise,  etc.  Youth 
and  beauty  in  sure-fire  hit ! 


ROBERT  TAYLOR 
HEDY  LAMARR  in 
"LADY  OF  THE  tropics" 

Call  out  the  cops! 

And  what  tompany  but  M-G^M  would 
give  you  a mulH-million-^dollar  show  in 
August  like  this  Technicolor  sensation  I 


Watch  for  details  of  the  Giant  Ad  Campaign 
in  national  magazines  synchronized  with 
simultaneous  release  in  hundreds  of  theatres! 
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it 


the  friendly  company  all  year  around! 


WASHINGTON  INSIDERS  CAST  DDBIODS  LOOKS 
ON  HOPKINS  FOR  HIS  "BIG  BROTHER"  POUCY 

Official  Has  Little  to  Show  Senate  Passes  Neelv  Measure; 

For  Work;  Film  Problem  ry  i ^ rr 

Proves  Tough  Nut  Fight  Concentiates  in  House 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — Efforts  of  Secretary  of 
Commerce  Harry  Hopkins  to  be  the  “big 
brother”  of  “big  business,”  possibly  with  a 
view  to  the  possibilities  of  the  1940  presi- 
dential campaign,  are  seen  in  Washington 
as  running  afoul  of  the  hard  rock  of  real- 
ism as  exemplified,  in  the  motion  picture 
industry,  by  the  department  of  justice  de- 
mands and  the  refusal  of  the  distributors' 
to  grant  more  than  is  embodied  in  the 
trade  practice  proposals. 

Apparently  initiated  to  woo  business  by 
offering  it  an  agency  for  the  settlement 
of  anti-trust  difficulties  in  a less  hard- 
boiled  manner  than  adopted  by  the  de- 
partment of  justice,  the  department  of 
commerce  so  far  has  little  to  show  for  its 
work. 

Conferences  have  been  held  with  three 
industries  involved  in  difficulties  with  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  Thurman  Arnold. 
Meetings  with  the  film  industry  still  are 
going  on,  with  the  producers  and  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, president  of  the  MPTOA,  having 
been  met  while  Harry  Brandt,  president 
of  the  ITOA,  conferred  on  July  18  and 
Allied  representatives  the  following  day. 

Two  Others  Fold 

In  the  case  of  the  two  other  industries 
taken  up,  the  effort  to  straighten  out  the 
difficulties  of  the  oil  group  died  quickly 
and  meetings  with  the  fertilizer  industry 
appear  to  have  been  dropped. 

To  large  extent,  the  realistic  attitude 
maintained  by  Dr.  Willard  L.  Thorp,  spe- 
cial assistant  to  Hopkins  and  in  charge  of 
the  conferences,  is  responsible  for  the  slow 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  ironing 
out  the  troubles  of  the  film  distributors. 

Undeniably  desirous  of  protecting  the  in- 
dustry against  disorganization.  Dr.  Thorp 
has  nevertheless  insisted  that  the  anti- 
trust statutes  must  be  obeyed  and  that  any 
solution  worked  out  by  the  department 
must  be  based  on  legality. 

In  the  case  of  the  film  industry,  for  in- 
stance, it  is  indicated  that  Dr.  Thorp  and 
his  cooperators  are  not  convinced  that  the 
outlawing  of  block  booking  will  not  threat- 
en the  steady  supply  of  pictures  on  which 
all  theatre  operations  are  based.  But,  be- 
fore the  department  adopts  any  definite 
position  on  that  matter,  he  is  insisting  that 
the  distributors  prove  their  contention  that 
block  booking  does  not  involve  injury  to 
any  exhibitor. 

It  is  the  belief  of  department  of  com- 
merce officials  that  they  can  serve  as  me- 
diator between  industry  and  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  in  cases  where  business 
executives  and  justice  officials,  by  reason 
of  pending  prosecutions,  cannot  undertake 


Washington — With  74  of  its  96  mem- 
bers present,  the  Senate,  by  a vote  of  46 
to  28,  has  sent  the  Neely  block  booking 
bill  to  the  house,  where  the  fight  to  re- 
form the  motion  picture  industry  will  cen- 
ter next  session. 

Since  there  is  another  session  of  the 
current  Congress,  the  bill  will  not  die  with 
adjournment  (as  it  did  last  session),  but 
will  retain  its  status  until  next  January. 
Accordingly,  the  next  step  in  the  fight  for 
the  legislation  will  be  in  the  lower  body. 

Registering  the  strongest  resistance 
ever  offered  the  measure,  the  Senate  re- 
quired some  eight  hours  of  debate,  spread 
over  two  days,  contrasting  sharply  with 
the  situation  last  year  when,  after  discus- 
sion requiring  less  than  half  that  time, 
the  same  bill  was  approved  with  but  two 
dissenting  votes. 

Allied  officials  in  Washington  ex- 
pressed gratification  over  the  action  of  the 
Senate  and  were  confident  that  similar 
success  would  be  achieved  in  the  House 
when  the  bill  is  brought  up.  However, 
it  was  admitted,  in  view  of  the  rapidly  ap- 
proaching adjournment  of  Congress,  it  is 
not  likely  that  any  consideration  will  be 
given  the  bill  in  the  lower  body  until  next 
year. 

The  burden  of  carrying  the  measure 
through  fell  almost  entirely  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Senator  Matthew  M.  Neely 
(Dem.,  W.  Va.),  its  author,  seconded  by 
Senator  Arthur  Capper  (Rep.,  Kas.), 
However,  while  the  measure  was  being  at- 
tacked by  Senators  Wallace  White  (Rep., 
Maine);  Smith  (Dem.,  S.  C.)  and  King 


direct  negotiations. 

In  its  capacity  of  intermediary,  the  de- 
partment could  recommend  to  industries 
that  they  abandon  practices  on  which  the 
government  is  bringing  prosecutions.  In 
many  instances,  it  is  said,  this  could  be 
done  without  the  necessity  of  abandoning 
methods  which  are  felt  to  be  essential  to 
industry  operation. 

In  the  film  industry,  for  instance,  the 
department  is  understood  to  be  exploring 
the  possibilities  of  eliminating  abuses  in- 
volved in  block  booking,  without  aban- 
doning that  method  of  distribution,  which 
(he  producers  claim  is  the  only  logical 
method  whereby  exhibitors  can  be  assured 
of  a steady  flow  of  films. 

It  has  been  made  clear  that  department 
officials  do  not  feel  that  they  alone  can 
solve  the  problems  of  industry  but  that 
such  solutions  can  be  worked  out  only  if 
the  industries  themselves  cooperate.  Thus, 
in  the  final  analysis,  success  of  the  de- 
partment’s efforts  to  aid  the  film  industry 
will  depend  upon  the  cooperation  of  the 
industry  heads  who  sought  that  aid. 


(Dem.,  Utah),  Senator  Neely  was  circulat- 
ing around  the  chamber,  seeking  favorable 
votes  for  the  bill. 

“The  stranglehold  of  the  fleshless  fingers 
of  parliamentary  rigor  mortis  in  which 
this  proposed  legislation  has  been  held  for 
the  past  six  month  has  at  last  been 
miraculously  broken,”  Neely  declared  in 
opening  the  debate  July  14,  referring  to 
his  numerous  unsuccessful  efforts  to  se- 
cure consideration. 

“To  define  the  evils  at  which  the  bill  is 
aimed  is  to  condemn  them,”  he  told  the 
Senate.  “To  understand  them  is  to  op- 
pose them.  Compulsory  block  booking  is 
the  practice  whereby  each  of  the  principal 
motion  picture  distributors,  known  as  the 
Big  Eight,  leases  to  the  independent  ex- 
hibitors its  production  of  pictures  for  the 
ensuing  year  in  large  blocks,  thus  afford- 
ing the  exhibitors  no  choice  but  to  accept 
all  or  reject  all  of  the  films  so  offered.” 

The  practice  is  under  attack  in  the  gov- 
ernment’s suit  against  the  industry,  he 
said,  but  contended  that  litigation,  even 
if  successful,  would  not  afford  the  effec- 
tive relief  which  the  bill  will  give.  “The 
purpose  of  the  bill  and  the  objective  of  the 
government’s  suit  are  complementary  and 
not  antagonistic  to  each  other,”  he  ex- 
plained. 

As  Neely  continued  his  explanation  of 
the  bill.  Senator  Tydings  (Dem.,  Md.) 
asked  what  effect  it  would  have  upon 
prices,  and  was  told  that  “in  my  opinion, 
it  will  never  increase  picture  prices.” 

The  synopsis  requirement  of  the  bill,  he 
(Continued  on  page  20) 


Kuykendall  in  a Second 
Commerce  Dept  Meet 

Washington — An  MPTOA  committee  of 
seven,  led  by  Ed  Kuykendall,  had  its  sec- 
ond meeting  with  department  of  com- 
merce officials  Thursday. 

While  declining  to  go  into  details,  Kuy- 
kendall said  the  session  was  taken  up 
largely  with  an  explanation  of  the  struc- 
ture and  functions  of  his  organization  and 
a discussion  of  trade  practices.  The 
MPTOA  president  implied  that,  while  he 
felt  an  adjudication  of  the  government 
suit  would  not  accomplish  what  the  de- 
partment of  justice  envisions,  he  is  of  the 
opinion  the  department  is  bent  on  clearing 
up  the  conspiracy  angle  embodied  in  the 
petition. 

Accompanying  Kuykendall  were  Arthur 
Lockwood,  Middletown,  Conn.;  Stanley 
Sumner,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Lewen  Pizor, 
Philadelphia;  Sidney  Lust,  Washington; 
O.  C.  Lam,  Rome,  Ga.,  and  Walter  Vin- 
cent, New  York. 
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RKO  Revamp  Plan  Is 
Clearing  Hurdles 


New  York — RKO’s  reorganization  plan 
has  cleared  the  circuit  court  of  appeals 
and  the  company  now  is  ready  to  operate 
under  its  new  plan.  Three  appeals  from 
Federal  Judge  William  O.  Bondy’s  deci- 
sion approving  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
Atlas  Company  were  denied  in  toto  by 
Judges  Learned  Hand,  Harrie  Chase  and 
Robert  Patterson,  who  comprised  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  appeals,  each  of  the  three 
applications  taken  for  their  face  value 
and  not  one  containing  a point  deemed 
worthy  of  consideration. 

The  first  appeal  was  that  of  H.  Cassel 
& Co.,  holders  of  $175,000  worth  of  RKO 
debentures,  which  claimed  the  plan  unfair 
and  violated  the  fifth  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  in  that  in  giving  debenture 
holders  preferred  stock  for  debentures,  it 
took  away  their  secured  position  and  was, 
in  effect,  depriving  them  of  property  with- 
out due  process  of  law. 

Not  "Inherently  Unfair" 

The  circuit  court  found  that  “the  plan 
as  it  stands  preserves  to  debenture  holders 
their  existing  priority  over  unsecured 
creditors  and  stockholders  who  receive 
common  stock.  The  plan  having  met  with 
the  approval  of  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  debenture  holders,  the  argument  that 
it  is  inherently  unfair  to  debenture  hold- 
ers cannot  be  sustained. 

“The  federal  court  was  not  called  on  to 
say  that  the  plan  was  the  best  or  the  fair- 
est that  could  be  drafted.  The  problems 
confronting  the  parties  were  not  easy  of 
solution.  The  corporate  structure  was  in- 
tricate. The  demand  of  the  secured  credi- 
tors, unsecured  creditors  and  stockholders 
were  conflicting.  The  demands  were  sat- 
isfied in  a way  that  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  requisite  majority  of  each  group. 
The  plan  did  not  break  the  priority  of 
the  debentures  over  the  unsecured  credi- 
tors and  stockholders.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, we  cannot  say  that  the  rights  of 
the  debenture  holders  were  satisfied  in 
favor  of  jimior  parties.” 

Rent  Deposit  Denial 

As  to  the  claims  of  the  Copia  Realty  and 
Fabian  Operating  Co.,  which  questioned 
the  fairness  of  the  claim  in  the  way  it 
dealt  with  contingent  claims  and  who 
asked  that  three  years’  rent  be  deposited 
in  a bank  in  case  of  future  default,  the 
circuit  court  held: 

“The  demand  for  a cash  deposit  of  the 
maximum  amount  of  their  claims  is  a call 
for  better  treatment,  a demand  which 
would  render  it  impossible  in  many  cases 
to  effect  a reorganization.  The  plan,  as  it 
stands,  is  fair  to  these  parties  and  their 
appeal  fails.” 

The  last  appeal  is  that  of  Ernest  W. 
Stirn  of  Milwaukee,  a holder  of  1,234 
shares  of  class  “A”  stock  of  RKO.  Stirn 
demanded  a preferred  position,  claiming 
the  conversion  of  “A”  stock  to  common  in 
1931  was  illegal,  charged  fraud  and  asked 
the  proponent  of  the  plan,  the  Atlas  Cor- 
poration, to  be  barred  from  producing  a 
plan  and  that  the  entire  case  be  sent  back 


Patterson  Into  Duties  as 
RKO  Board  Chairman 


New  York — Richard  M.  Patterson  is 
rounding  out  his  first  week  as  chairman 
of  the  RKO  board,  moving  into  a tem- 
porary office  on  the  ninth  floor  of  the 
RKO  Bldg.  He  resigned  as  assistant 
secretary  of  commerce  July  15  and  two 
days  later  took  up  his  new  post. 

Prior  to  joining  the  department  of  com- 
merce in  Washington,  Patterson  was  an 
NBC  executive  and  before  that  commis- 
sioner of  correction  for  New  York. 


to  the  federal  court  to  have  Irving  Trust, 
the  trustee,  propose  a new  plan. 

The  circuit  court,  in  this  respect,  de- 
clared: 

“We  are  in  accord  with  the  findings  of 
the  special  master  (George  W.  Alger)  that 
the  1931  amendment  was  valid  and  Stirn 
was  barred  from  attacking  the  validity  of 
the  amendment.  We  also  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  the  validity  of  the  debentures  for 
their  full  face  value.  The  other  points 
raised  by  Stirn  have  been  considered. 
There  is  not  sufficient  merit  in  them  to 
warrant  separate  discussion.” 

Appeal  Is  Likely 

Nathan  Rosenberg,  attorney  for  Cassel 
& Co.,  states  he  will  carry  his  case  to  the 
supreme  court  in  Washington  on  the  con- 
stitutionality question  and  the  appeal  will, 
in  all  probability,  be  heard  in  the  fall. 
John  S.  Stover,  Stirn  local  attorney,  was 
not  immediately  available,  but  he  has 
stated  similar  intentions  in  the  past.  It  is 
probable  the  proponents  of  the  plan  will 
no  longer  delay  in  consummating  the 
plan  and  submit  an  under  writing  agree- 
ment. Thus,  after  six  and  a half  years  of 
receivership  and  reorganization,  the  long- 
est period  for  any  film  company  spent  in 
the  courts,  RKO  finally  emerges  on  its 
own  again,  ready  to  start  anew  with 
George  J.  Schaefer  as  president  and  Rich- 
ard M.  Patterson  as  chairman  of  the 
board. 

Schaefer,  previous  to  joining  RKO,  was 
vice-president  and  sales  head  for  UA.  Pat- 
terson, untU  early  this  week,  was  identified 
with  the  secretary  of  commerce,  Harry 
Hopkins,  in  Washington. 


Loew's  Finance  Plans 
To  Be  Sel  Augusl  1 

New  York — ^Refinancing  plans  whereby 
Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co.  and 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Co.  will  pur- 
chase $15,000,000  of  new  Loew  bonds  at 
an  average  interest  of  3 1/3  per  cent  will 
be  completed  by  David  Bernstein,  trea- 
surer, and  Leopold  Friedman,  secretary  of 
Loew’s,  by  August  1.  The  new  issue  will 
replace  the  same  amount  of  bonds  now 
outstanding  at  six  per  cent  due  1946. 

About  three  years  ago,  Dillon,  Reade 
underwrote  a $15,000,000  bond  issue 
which  was  sold  to  the  public  at  three  and 
a half  per  cent,  replacing  a six  per  cent 
issue  of  like  amount  also  due  in  1946.  The 
new  financing  being  negotiated  with  the 
insurance  companies  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  public  issue,  except  for  the  fact 
that  the  interest  on  both  has  been  reduced 
from  six  per  cent. 

Bernstein  is  due  from  a Maine  vaca- 
tion in  time  for  signing  the  contracts. 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s, 
who  was  expected  early  in  the  week,  de- 
layed his  return  from  the  coast  so  that  he 
could  spend  a few  days  more  with  Louis 
B.  Mayer,  Edgar  J.  Mannix,  A1  Lichtman, 
Benjamin  Thau  and  other  studio  execu- 
tives. 

Net  earnings  for  the  company  for  the 
40  weeks  ended  June  8 totaled  $8,173,060, 
as  compared  with  $8,352,675  for  the  same 
period  last  year.  The  new  figures  allow 
$1,620,000  for  contingency  reserve,  which 
is  $500,000  greater  than  the  amount  set 
aside  for  the  same  period  in  1938. 

To  Demand  More  Data 
In  Oklahoma  City  Suit 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

Grand  and  State  in  Frankfort,  can  be 
made  available  to  the  New. 

It  is  alleged  by  Harry  Schwartz  and 
George  B.  Myers,  operators  of  the  New,  ac- 
cording to  Arnold’s  letter,  that  before  they 
had  completed  the  New,  Lee  remodeled  an 
old  theatre  building  and  opened  it  as  the 
State  in  March,  1937.  Lee  is  also  alleged 
to  have  changed  the  policy  of  the  Grand 
and  State  from  single  bills  to  duals,  as 
well  as  reducing  the  admission  scales. 

The  New  claims  it  has  been  unable  to 
acquire  product,  having  succeeded  in  clos- 
ing 1938-39  deals  only  with  Columbia  and 
Universal,  and  this  for  third  run.  The 
New  has  had  to  be  content  with  product 
dating  back  to  1935-36,  in  some  instances, 
the  complaint  states. 


Paramount  Chain  Gross 
Ahead  of  Last  Year 

New  York — Although  not  compared  on 
a summer-to-summer  basis.  Paramount’s 
theatre  grosses  are  still  ahead  of  last  year 
up  to  the  present  period,  Leon  D.  Netter, 
circuit  executive  states. 

“The  summer  months  are  turning  out 
better  than  we  had  anticipated  early  in 
the  season,”  Netter  says. 
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Nat'l  Theatres  Heads 
Confer  on  Drive 

New  York — National  Theatres  divisional 
heads  are  in  town  conferring  with  Spyros 
Skouras  and  his  aides  on  the  winners  for 
the  13- week  Spyros  Skouras  Showman- 
ship Campaign  which  concluded  July  8 and 
also  setting  up  plans  for  another  business 
drive  for  the  fall. 

Charles  Skouras,  Arch  Bowles,  Mike  Ros- 
enberg and  Andy  Krappman  arrived  Mon- 
day from  the  coast  to  join  J.  J.  Sullivan 
and  Larry  Kent;  -E.  C.  Rhoden  returned 
during  the  middle  of  the  week  from  a 
Bermuda  trip  and  rejoined  Lon  T.  Cox, 
chief  film  buyer  for  Fox  Midwest;  Rick 
Ricketson  arrived  from  Denver  over  the 
weekend  and  Frank  Newman  sr.  was  due 
from  Seattle  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 
H.  J.  Fitzgerald  is  scheduled  to  come  on 
from  Milwaukee  next  week. 

Local  conventions  will  be  held  in  all 
divisions  starting  August  14  when  Spyros 
Skouras  will  address  the  Milwaukee  group 
in  that  city.  On  the  following  day  he  will 
be  in  Kansas  City  and  talk  to  the  Rhoden 
contingent.  On  August  16  he  will  be  in 
Denver  for  a one-day  session  with  Ricket- 
son’s  men.  Two  days  later  the  Seattle  di- 
vision will  be  gathered  together  to  hear 
Skouras  and  on  August  21  he  will  complete 
the  trip  in  Los  Angeles.  Details  of  the 
new  drive  and  awarding  of  prizes  in  the 
campaign  will  highlight  the  sessions. 


National  Theatres'  Deal 
With  Columbia  Firmer 

New  York  — The  Columbia-National 
Theatres  product  deal,  which  got  under 
way  last  week,  may  be  for  more  than  two 
years,  it  is  learned.  The  major  circuit 
recently  closed  a three-year  deal  with 
M-G-M  and  a two-year  arrangement  with 
UA.  Film  buyers  for  National  are  anx- 
ious to  stagger  long  term  deals  so  that 
not  more  than  two  expire  in  any  one 
year.  However,  the  Columbia  talks  are 
in  the  preliminary  stages.  It  is  too  early 
to  tell  how  long  the  deal  might  run. 


Selling  Chaplins  Film 
At  Fifty  Per  Cent 

New  York  — Charles  Chaplin’s  “The 
Great  Dictator”  is  being  sold  by  UA  on 
a straight  50  per  cent  basis.  However, 
exceptions  are  being  offered  and  where 
the  guarantee  figure  meets  the  distribu- 
tor’s demands,  a 40  per  cent  agreement 
is  being  accepted. 

For  the  1939-40  season,  25  new  pictures 
are  being  offered  in  addition  to  seven 
hangovers  where  exhibitors  last  season  did 
not  buy  these  pictures.  Chaplin  is  now 
at  work  on  “The  Great  Dictator”  but  UA 
is  making  no  promises  as  to  release  date. 


Columbia  Dividend  Aug.  15 

New  York — Columbia  has  declared  a 
quarterly  dividend  of  68%  cents  per  share 
on  the  $2.75  convertible  preferred,  pay- 
able August  15  to  holders  of  record  on 
August  1. 


It's  Catching  On 


New  York — Out  of  the  experiment  con- 
ducted at  the  Palace,  known  as  an  “encore 
performance”  of  “The  Mikado,”  have  come 
three  interesting  developments. 

John  J.  O’Connor,  head  of  RKO  circuit 
operations,  recommends  the  novelty  for 
special  musical  pictures;  W.  A.  Scully,  Uni- 
versal’s sales  manager,  set  the  film  in  the 
Riviera,  Scranton,  and  Irving,  Wilkes 
Barre,  for  one  week  runs  with  encores 
available  at  each  show,  and  George  J. 
Schaefer,  RKO  president,  is  said  to  be 
giving  serious  consideration  to  testing  the 
idea  with  Hollywood  preview  audiences  on 
a musical. 

“Any  innovation  which  appeals  to  the 
public  as  this  one  did  to  our  Palace  'Tliea- 
tre  audience,  should  be  followed  by  the 
industry,”  O’Connor  declares.  “Properly 
advertised,  and  when  used  for  the  right 
picture,  it  can  make  a good  grosser  out 
of  an  otherwise  average  picture — especially 
a musical  which  has  several  outstanding 
good  numbers  but  is  just  ordinary  enter- 
tainment for  the  balance  of  the  footage.” 

Universal  sent  Sidney  Davidson  to  the 
two  Comerford  houses  in  Pennsylvania  to 
build  a special  campaign  around  the  idea 
and  rehearse  the  operators  on  the  encore 
projection.  Scully  feels  the  idea  embraces 
a new  avenue  of  entertainment  and  seeks 
to  dispel  the  original  suspicions  in  the 
trade  that  the  encore  shows  were  just  part 
of  a publicity  idea. 

Although  Schaefer  has  not  formally  de- 
clared himself,  he  is  known  to  be  par- 
ticularly keen  about  it. 

Ultra-Modern  Theatre 
To  Replace  Palace 

New  York — A familiar  sight  to  Broad- 
way theatregoers  for  more  than  a quarter 
of  a century  will  disappear  when,  on 
July  24,  RKO  begins  demolition  of  the 
front  and  lobby  of  the  Palace  to  make  way 
for  an  ultra-modern  renovation  that  will 
cost  $25,000. 

The  theatre  will  not  close  during  the 
six-week  alteration.  The  interior  will  not 
be  touched.  Among  the  improvements 
planned  are  a new  marquee,  stone  and  cy- 
press wood  panelling,  new  type  shadow 
box,  new  flooring,  modern  inverted  lighting, 
a lowered  ceiling  and  new  type  solid  glass 
doors,  which  alone  are  said  to  cost  $6,000. 

RKO  is  trying  to  corral  entertainers  who 
played  the  house  during  its  vaudeville 
heyday  to  participate  in  a ceremony  on  the 
afternoon  preceding  the  march  of  wreckers, 
to  commemorate  the  occasion. 


Comedy  of  Errors  in 
Government  Suit 

New  York — A comedy  of  errors  climaxed 
an  unknovm  and  unwarranted  four-month 
delay  in  the  government  anti-trust  action 
against  the  major  companies  in  federal 
court  this  week. 

July  19  was  the  day  for  which  the  gov- 
ernment had  been  waiting  impatiently,  as 
it  was  then  20  days  after  the  majors  had 
filed  their  answers  and  the  case  could  be 
placed  on  the  ready  calendar  for  trial. 
On  that  day  it  was  discovered  that  on 
March  4,  Adolph  Ramish,  West  Coast  the- 
atre operator,  and  in  1936  a Universal  di- 
rector, and  a minor  defendant,  had  filed 
an  answer  to  the  suit. 

According  to  federal  rules,  after  20  days 
the  calendar  commissioner  placed  the  case 
on  the  ready  calendar  for  trial.  Both 
Ramish  and  the  commissioner  “forgot”  to 
notify  either  the  government  or  the  other 
defendants.  So  for  four  months,  both  sides 
battled  to  get  the  case  on  the  calendar  and 
to  prevent  it  getting  on,  while  unknown 
to  them  it  was  slowly  moving  up  the  line. 

Legal  opinion  is  divided  as  to  whether 
the  government  as  a result  of  the  delay 
has  lost  its  right  to  a preference.  That 
will  have  to  be  battled  out  before  senior 
federal  judge  John  C.  Knox. 

Paul  Williams,  in  Washington,  imme- 
diately after  learning  of  the  discovery, 
ordered  Willia’m  McGovern,  special  assist- 
ant to  the  attorney  general  in  New  York, 
to  notify  all  major  defendants  that  he  will 
seek  a preference  on  Monday. 

The  case  now  is  No.  394  on  the  list. 
When  the  October  term  calendar  is  reach- 
ed, No.  207  will  then  have  been  disposed 
of. 

The  federal  court  is  averaging  two  to 
three  cases  a week.  If,  through  an  avoid- 
able technicality,  no  preference  may  be 
granted,  the  suit  may  not  reach  trial  until 
late  in  1940  or  early  1941. 


Koplar  Gets  80.000  RKO 
Shares  lor  His  Claim 

New  York — Harry  Koplar  will  receive 
80,000  shares  of  the  new  RKO  common  to 
be  distributed  under  the  reorganization 
plan  in  settlement  of  an  $800,000  claim 
on  the  St.  Louis  Theatre  in  St.  Louis. 
Koplar  sold  the  house  to  the  major  circuit 
some  years  ago  for  $1,800,000.  In  1933, 
after  $1,000,000  had  been  paid,  the  com- 
pany went  into  77B  and  halted  payments. 


Calls  ’’Beau  Geste”  a ’’Solid  Hit" 

Hollywood — Percival  Wren's  glorious  story  of  high  adventure  in  the  French 
Foreign  Legion  which  thrilled  millions  as  a best  seller  and  as  a picture  of  a decade 
ago  loses  none  of  its  universal  appeal  through  the  streamlining  of  modern  and 
utra-spectacular  treatment.  "Beau  Geste"  returns  to  the  screen  as  a solid  hit,  the 
destiny  of  which  as  a money  picture  appears  certain. 

Gary  Cooper  gives  his  usual  restrained  and  winning  performance  in  the  title 
role,  wWle  Ray  Milland  and  Brian  Donlevy  are  standouts  in  a generally  fine  sup- 
porting cast.  William  A.  Wellman  produced  and  directed. 

—SPEAR. 
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XTREMELY  interesting,  indeed, 
is  the  code  situation  thrown 
into  the  light  by  Allied  of  New  York. 
Max  Cohen's  unit  is  the  only  one 
thus  far  which  steps  away  from  the 
mandate  of  the  Minneapolis  con- 
vention and,  by  its  defiance  of  the 
report  of  rejection  of  the  national 
association's  negotiating  committee, 
throws  on  the  table  evidence  that  all 
is  not  in  complete  harmony  within 
the  ranks. 

This,  of  course,  comes  as  no  sur- 
prise to  even  the  casual  observer 
of  the  scene.  Before  Minneapolis 
had  arrived,  New  York  Allied  had 
caused  to  be  circulated,  and  the 
trade  papers  had  published  it,  a 
point  of  view  at  sharp  variance 
with  national  policy.  The  unit  here 
was  all  for  self-regulation  and 
maintenance  of  effort  in  that  direc- 
tion. National  Allied,  it  seems  quite 
obvious,  never  seriously  relinquish- 
ed its  ambitions  for  the  Neely  bill 
and  government  intervention. 

Cohen  became  a sort  of  mystery 
man  around  the  Nicollet  Hotel.  V/hen 
the  rejection  report,  stressing  the 
unanimity  by  which  its  decision  was 
reached,  become  known,  there  was 
wonderment,  as  well  as  conjecture, 
over  Cohen,  his  position  and  the 
earlier  statements  to  which  he  and 
his  own  organization  had  been 
party.  Then  came  Syracuse  only  a 
few  days  back  and  its  resolution 
calling  for  continuance  of  negotia- 
tion with  the  distributors,  flaunted 
neatly  in  the  face  of  the  national 
group.  Thus,  while  Cohen  in  Min- 
neapolis continues  as  a mystery, 
Cohen  in  Syracuse  apparently  does 
not. 

The  chief  significance  of  the  re- 
cent upstate  meeting,  however, 
stems  to  a brief  mention  in  the  sub- 
sequent and  official  statement  which 
refers  to  "a  satisfactory  document 
, . . which  would  embody  with  def- 
inite clarity  the  intent  of  the  pro- 
posed code  reached  in  Chicago." 
Myers  and  Cole  persistently  deny 
Chicago  resulted  in  any  agreement 
or  understanding.  Cohen  tends  to 
prove  that  he  is  one  Allied  leader 
who  thinks  otherwise. 

Goldwyn  Again 

They  have  said,  and  do  say,  many 
things  about  Sam  Goldwyn.  Yet 
even  his  most  ardent  critic,  reluct- 
antly or  otherwise,  concedes  he 


knows  how  to  make  motion  pictures. 
Sam  has  been  demonstrating  this 
for  years  now,  despite  an  occasional 
lapse.  He  did  it  recently  with  the 
magnificent  "Wuthering  Heights" 
and  he  does  it  again  now  with 
"They  Shall  Have  Music." 

The  man  has  a positive  yen  for 
foraging  in  directions  other  produc- 
ers may  think  about,  but  rarely  at- 
tempt. This  time,  his  flare  for  the 
different  and  the  spectacular  brings 
forward  for  the  first  time  the  in- 
credible Jascha  Heifetz  and  his 
amazing  virtuosity  as  a viol'.nist.  In 
the  halls  of  accomplishment  where 
the  tablets  denoting  outstanding 
celluloid  events  are  recorded,  Gold- 
wyn captures  another  for  notable 
accomplishment. 

"They  Shall  Have  Music"  has  in  it 
a great  deal  of  Heifetz.  He  fits  log- 
ically into  the  story  of  the  urge  of 
the  talented  poor  for  musical  hon- 
ors, acquits  himself  very  well  in  the 
brief  snatches  that  take  him  away 
from  his  instrument  and  with  ac- 
customed brilliance  in  those  long 
reaches  where  he  again  demon- 
strates his  right  to  the  reputation  of 
one  of  the  world's  foremost  concert 
artists. 

But  the  film,  while  it  is  dominantly 
Heifetz,  embraces  a substantial  pull 
at  the  heartstrings.  It  has  comedy  in 
its  thin  story  and  the  sort  of  dra- 
matic situations  which  the  good 
book  of  showmanship  catalogues 
under  the  sure-fire.  This  department, 
to  close  this  out  now,  views  "They 
Shall  Have  Music"  as  an  event  of 
the  year  and  hopes  its  ascent  into 
the  realms  of  classical  music  will  be 
appreciated  in  the  measure  it  de- 
serves at  the  boxoffice. 

Fan  Mail 

Writes  Eloyd  Eitzsimmons,  Laurel 
Theatre,  Long  Beach,  N.  Y.: 

"It's  been  some  time  since  I pulled 
my  machine  over  to  type  out  a con- 
gratulatory note  to  you  . . . not  that 
many  of  your  editorials  haven't  de- 
served it. 

"But,  yours  of  the  July  8 issue  ['The 
End  Came  Suddenly'!  I just  couldn't 
pass  by.  Most  certainly,  well  said!" 

Cause  and  Eiiect 

The  story  is  around  of  the  picture 
that  was  released  in  August  and  its 
producer  in  September. 
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. . . the  story  of  on  actor  who  dares  to  play  the  role  of  dictator . . . set 
in  the  exotic,  beautiful  tropics  with  a cast  including  Lloyd  Nolqn, 
Mary  Boland,  Patricia  Morison,  the  beautiful  young  Paramount  star, 
who  made  such  a hit  in  ^^Persons  in  Hiding^^  Robert  Florey  directs* 


THEATRE  CONSTRUCTION  FOR  YEAR'S  SECOND 
QUARTER  SHOWS  SHARP  GAIN  OVER  THE  FIRST 


30  More  New  Ones,  28 
More  Planned  Than  in 
An  Earlier  Checkup 


New  York — There  were  30  more  new 
theatres  under  construction,  28  more 
planned  and  five  more  new  houses  opened 
in  the  second  quarter  of  the  calendar  year 
as  compared  with  the  first  three  months. 
Boxoffice  correspondents  from  all  over  the 
country,  including  Canada,  report.  Spe- 
cifically, newsmen  noted  a total  of  117 
new  structures  in  various  stages  of  con- 
struction, as  compared  with  87  for  Janu- 
ary, February  and  March;  114  new  pro- 
jects planned,  as  against  86  for  the  first 
quarter  and  83  new  houses  opened  when 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  there 
were  78. 

A complete  summary  of  theatre  building 
activity  in  33  states,  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia and  Canada  was  reported  in  Box- 
office  for  April  22.  In  the  latest  survey, 
nine  additional  states,  making  a total  of 
42  and  Canada,  had  some  sort  of  news 
in  the  way  of  new  theatre  activity  to  di- 
vulge to  the  trade.  New  states  heard  from 
in  the  accompanying  chart  and  breakdown 
are  Arizona,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Maine,  Mary- 
land, Massachusetts,  New  Mexico,  Okla- 
homa, Oregon  and  Utah.  Areas  which 
were  heard  from  in  the  first  quarter  and 
which  have  nothing  to  report  at  this  time 
include  Delaware  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 


California  Leads 

California  again  continues  in  the  lead 
with  the  number  of  projects  in  work. 
Latest  figures  show  14  as  against  eight  for 
the  first  quarter.  Canada,  which  had  16 
previously,  now  reports  12.  While  Texas 
and  Pennsylvania  held  the  second  domestic 
spotlight  with  seven  each  in  the  last  sur- 
vey, Illinois,  Michigan  and  West  Virginia 
vie  for  this  honor  at  the  end  of  the  first 
six  months,  each  reporting  eight  units. 
Texas  and  Ohio  are  third  with  seven  in 
each  state.  Tennessee,  which  reported  six 
last  time,  drops  to  three  in  the  latest 
checkup. 

Ohio,  which  was  tied  with  Texas  for  a 
count  of  ten,  now  leads  the  country  and 
Canada  in  planned  theatres  with  a total 
of  11.  Texas  has  five  in  this  division  now. 
California,  Coiorado  and  Michigan  are 
second  with  ten  each,  Pennsylvania  and 
Canada  are  running  neck  and  neck,  each 
with  nine,  and  Indiana  fourth  with  eight. 
Connecticut,  which  on  April  22  reported 
nine  planned  and  ran  second,  now  shows 
only  four  in  this  division.  California  had 
eight  and  Pennsylvania  the  same  num- 
ber for  the  first  quarter. 

Texas  leads,  by  far,  in  the  number  of 
new  openings,  listing  12,  as  compared  with 
five  during  the  three  months  ended  April 
1.  Canada  is  second  with  eight  on  the  new 
list,  the  same  number  reported  for  the 


Where  and  What  They  Are 


New  York — Theatres  in  work,  planned  and  opened  in  the  second  quarter 
embrace  42  states,  including  Canada.  Data  gathered  by  Boxoffice  correspondents 
are  highlighted  in  the  following  chart: 


State  In  Work  Planned  Opened 

Alabama  ....  1 1 

Arkansas  2 4 3 

Arizona  2 

California  14  10  7 

Colorado  ...  1 1 

Connecticut  5 4 4 

Florida  ....  3 1 

Georgia  3 2 1 

Idaho  ...  ....  1 

Illinois  8 3 4 

Indiana  3 8 2 

Iowa  ....  2 2 

Kansas  1 ....  3 

Kentucky  6 3 

Louisiana  3 2 5 

Maine  ...  1 1 

Maryland  2 1 

Massachusetts  2 

Michigan  8 10  1 

Minnesota  ....  ....  2 

Mississippi  ....  1 1 

Missouri  5 5 1 

Montana  2 

Nebraska  ....  ....  1 

New  Hampshire  ....  ....  1 

New  Jersey  ....  2 1 

New  Mexico  2 1 

New  York  2 2 5 

North  Carolina  2 ....  l 

Ohio  7 11  1 

Oklahoma  1 ....  3 

Oregon  ....  1 

Pennsylvania'  .T.‘ 2 9 

South  Carolina  1 

South  Dakota  1 

Tennessee  3 ....  2 

Texas  7 5 12 

Utah  ....  ....  1 

Virginia  ....  3 2 

Washington  1 2 1 

West  Virginia  8 6 2 

Wisconsin  2 2 

Canada  12  9 8 

Total 117  114  82 


first  quarter.  California  saw  seven  new 
projects,  as  against  six  for  the  first  three 
months,  enter  the  field.  New  York  and 
Louisiana  had  five  new  houses  opened  to 
take  fourth  place  on  the  comparative  list. 

It  is  also  noted  that  in  California  two 
theatres,  reported  as  planned  during  the 
first  quarter  survey,  now  are  in  work; 
three  that  were  planned  now  are  open  as 
well  as  two  others  which  were  in  work 
and  are  now  in  operation.  Connecticut, 
from  January  1 to  April  1,  reported  two 
planned,  which  are  now  under  construc- 
tion; one  in  work,  now  opened.  Florida 
reported  two  being  erected  and  latest  re- 
ports show  they  have  not  been  finished. 


THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  starting 
on  page  29  of  this  issue,  is  devoted  to 
FALL  REMODELING. 


Illinois  shows  three  in  work  that  were 
among  those  planned  at  the  end  of  March 
and  one  theatre  that  had  been  in  work  is 
now  open.  Indiana  had  one  under  con- 
struction which  is  now  in  operation.  Ken- 
tucky reported  one  under  way;  by  June 
30  it  had  not  opened.  In  Michigan,  a new 
project  opened  July  1 but  is  not  included 
in  this  survey  which  incorporates  only 
theatres  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30. 
However,  two  others  planned  are  now  be- 
ing constructed. 

One  New  York  house  planned  in  the 
last  survey  has  bowed  in.  Ohio  reports 
three  houses  planned  on  June  30  now  go- 
ing up.  Pennsylvania  has  one  in  the  same 
category.  A project  planned  in  Tennes- 
see has  opened  within  the  past  three 
months.  In  Texas,  two  which  were 
planned,  now  are  in  work  and  a third 
house,  listed  as  planned,  is  open.  Vir- 

( Continued  on  page  13) 
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. . . as  the  Queen  of  the  Carnival, 
with  youth  riding  high  and  happy  on 
the  top  of  the  world! 


irs  A LOVE  LARK . . A SPORT  SPREE 
A BOX-OFFICE  FESTIVAL! 


WALTER  WANGER  presents 


in  The  Season’s  Gayest  Picture 


with  RICHARD  CARLSON 

HELEN  PARRISH  • ROBERT  ARMSTRONG  • VIRGINIA  GHJHORE 
Directed  by  CHARLES  RIESNER  • Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 


Here  comes  Ann  Sheridan 

. . Oh, 


He  may  be  made  of  ice 
but  his  heart’s '‘Up  fire! 


Hang  on  to  your  hat,  Snow< 
man  . . here  you  go! 


Just  a puddle  . . but  it’s 
pleasure! 


Construction  Pace  Up 
For  Second  Quarter 


(Continued  from  page  12) 
ginia  has  to  its  credit  a new  theatre  pre- 
viously listed  as  planned. 

Canada  saw  among  its  openings  three 
which  were  listed  on  April  22  as  in  work 
and  one  additionally  planned;  two  others 
that  had  been  planned  now  are  under  way. 

It  is  also  revealed  that  eight  projects 
under  construction  were  not  completed 
by  the  end  of  June.  These  include  one  at 
Oildale,  California;  two  in  Fl@rida,  one  in 
Miami  and  the  other  at  Tarpon  Springs; 
one  each  in  Pocahontas,  Iowa;  Latonia, 
Kentucky;  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  one  each 
in  Glencoe  and  Leamington,  Canada.  Six 
others  were  planned  and  are  stiU  among 
the  possibilities  as  future  arrivals.  They 
include  two  in  Pennsylvania,  one  at  Jea- 
nette and  the  other  at  Smithton;  two  in 
Ohio,  one  each  at  Crestline  and  Canton; 
one  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  one  at  Windsor, 
Canada. 

In  detail,  the  latest  developments  are: 

Alabama 

Athens— The  Sudekum  circuit  has 
opened  a 340-seat  theatre  here. 

Mobile — Alex  Gournaris  will  construct  a 
$10,000  house. 

Arkansas 

Augusta — G.  W.  Daniels  announces  con- 
struction of  400  seater  for  August  15 
opening. 

Baxter — Construction  has  started  on 
new  house  by  H.  H.  Evans. 

Camden — Jack  D.  Guest  and  O.  G.  Ar- 
nold recently  opened  the  Camden  with  350 
seating  capacity. 

Work  has  also  started  on  a new  house. 

Dierks — The  new  Pine  was  recently 
opened  by  the  K.  Lee  Williams  Theatres, 
Inc. 

Lewisville — Rumored  that  B.  R.  McLen- 
don of  Tri-State  Theatres,  Atlanta,  Tex., 
has  purchased  building  to  be  remodeled 
into  theatre.  This  will  be  first  house  here. 

Little  Rock — Robb  & Rowley  start  con- 
struction on  925-seat  theatre. 

Mountain  Home — New  theatre  to  be 
built  here  and  operated  by  H.  H.  Evans  of 
Harrison. 

Nashville — K.  Lee  Williams  Theatres, 
Inc.,  opened  the  Howard.  This  is  the  sec- 
ond here  for  this  circuit,  the  other  being 
the  Liberty. 

Arizona 

Clifton — Construction  on  Frank  Martin’s 
new  Martin  has  been  started.  This  will 
have  500  seats. 

Phoenix — K.  C.  Hooker  and  Seth  Perk- 
ins have  started  construction  on  new 
drive-in  theatre  to  hold  600  cars. 

California 

Bell — An  August  opening  planned  for 
the  new  600  seater  being  built  by  Kappy 
Kaplan,  formerly  with  Pox  West  Coast. 

El  Monte — Jimmy  Edwards  Circuit 
building  a new  house. 

A.  L.  Sanborn  sets  August  1 as  open- 
ing for  new  800  seater.  He  already  oper- 
ates the  Sanborn  here. 

Five  Points — Jimmy  Edwards  Circuit 
opened  new  house  here. 

Hollywood — Alex  Mounce  and  George 
Bromley  building  700  seater  to  be  known 
as  the  Campus.  Late  summer  opening 
scheduled. 

Inglewood — Construction  under  way  on 
R.  B.  Gruneur’s  new  house  with  900  seats. 

Los  Angeles — Teleview  Theatres  an- 
nounces it  will  construct  three  more  news- 


reel houses  in  the  northern  part  of  state. 

James  C.  Quinn  plans  to  open  new  house 
seating  900  this  month. 

Three  new  units  in  eastern  section  of 
the  city  contemplated  by  Eastland  Thea- 
tres, Inc. 

The  Congress,  new  900  seater,  opened 
under  ownership  of  William  and  Joseph 
Steinberg. 

Charles  P.  Skouras  contracts  for  two 
new  houses  to  be  added  to  the  Fox  West 
Coast  chain. 

A 900-seater  costing  $135,000  to  be 
erected  on  West  Pico  Blvd.,  near  site  of 
new  Paramount  studio.  Work  will  begin  in 
30  days. 

A1  Galston  and  Jay  Sutton  opened  new 
Center,  June  1. 

Merced — Work  started  June  10  on  Gate- 
way, new  950  seater,  by  B.  H.  Lustig,  head 
of  Intercoast  Amusement,  Ltd.  Will  cost 
$115,000. 

Monterey  Park — Work  started  on  1,000 
seater  to  cost  $75,000  for  the  Jimmy  Ed- 
wards Circuit. 

Newport  Beach — The  new  Lido  under 
construction  by  H.  J.  and  Mason  Seiler. 

Oakland — Reported  new  20-cent  admis- 
sion house  to  be  built  on  35th  and  Hop- 
kins. 

Pico — Mac  Sinift  opened  his  new  520 
seater  known  as  Del  Mar. 

Porterville — A new  theatre  being  built 
here  by  Connelly  Bros. 

Riverside — The  DeAnza  with  978  seats, 
built  by  Roy  Hunt  and  Fox  West  Coast, 
opened  June  6 with  Les  Solberg  as  man- 
ager. 

Salinas — A new  house,  costing  $75,000 
and  located  on  Main  St.,  completed. 

San  Bernardino — A new  drive-in  opened 
here  with  room  for  300  cars. 

San  Francisco — M.  L.  Markowitz  build- 
ing a 46o-seater. 

Santa  Barbara — A.  W.  Kaplan  is  plan- 
ning new  theatre. 

Santa  Rosa — Intercoast  Amusement  Co., 
in  which  Rosenberg  Brothers  interested, 
building  a house  with  1,200  seats  costing 
$140,000.  A mid-September  opening  slated. 

Sawtelle — George  Bourke,  operating  the 
Mart  and  Tivoli,  plans  third  house,  the 
Bee,  with  900  seating  capacity.  No  con- 
struction date  set. 

Torrence — The  Grand,  latest  link  in  Pa- 
cific States,  controlled  by  Adolph  Ramish 
and  Gore  Bros.,  opened.  Seating  capac- 
ity 850. 

Colorado 

Craig — The  new  West,  costing  $20,000 
and  having  600  seats,  opened  by  John 
Greve. 

Denver — J.  J.  Goodstein  has  applied  for 
building  permit  in  Park  Hill  section  for 
1,000  seater  to  cost  $100,000. 

Connecticut 

Bethel — Athan  Prokas  of  the  Rivoli, 
Bridgeport,  understood  to  have  bought  ad- 
ditional sites  required  for  his  contem- 
plated project  here. 

Groton — G.  C.  Hess  of  Moosup  working 
on  plans  for  500  seater  here. 

Jewett  City — Joe  Quittner  and  Peter 
Perkos  expect  to  open  new  house  seating 
700,  under  construction,  on  Labor  Day. 

Middletown — Sol  Adorno’s  Airdome,  seat- 
ing 750,  opened  here. 

Milford — Marcel  Mekelburg,  Grand  Na- 
tional branch  manager  in  Boston,  opened 
his  new  Drive-In  here. 

New  Haven — The  new  Cascioli  Forest 
Theatre  scheduled  to  open  Labor  Day. 

The  new  Bantam,  operated  by  Joseph 
Reed  of  Washington  Depot,  has  been 
opened. 

Ridgefield- — Construction  started  on  new 
800  seater  to  be  operated  by  Casey  & 
Wheeler,  who  run  the  Playhouse  in  New 
Canaan.  September  opening  planned. 

Sound  View — The  new  250-seat  Colony 
opened  June  15  with  single  feature  policy. 

Stamford — The  new  Avon  opened  by 


Eight  Under  Erection 
Not  Ready  in  June 


Harold  Eskin  who  operates  other  houses  in 
town. 

Thomaston — The  steel  work  on  his  new 
house  seating  700  now  being  completed; 
Robert  Schwartz  tentatively  sets  Labor  Day 
for  debut. 

Whitney vUle — Work  on  new  theatre  here 
scheduled  to  start  this  summer,  prelimin- 
ary plans  having  been  completed  by  the 
Whitney  Theatre  Co. 

Windsor — A new  theatre  is  planned  here. 

Florida 

Dania — Sparks’  Florida  Theatres  an- 
nounces plans  for  new  house  here. 

A site  has  been  acquired  here  by  Dania 
Amusement  Co.  for  a new  theatre. 

Ft.  Lauderdale — The  new  Broward 

opened  here  by  E.  J.  Sparks. 

A new  1,300  seater  to  be  known  as  Cen- 
tury and  located  on  Flagler  St.  planned 
here.  Cost  will  be  about  $80,000. 

Georgia 

Atlanta — Space  for  new  theatre  to  seat 
600  in  Briarcliff  Plaza,  Highland  and  Ponce 
de  Leon  Aves.,  leased  by  Evans  Amuse- 
ment Co. 

Blue  Ridge — Work  progressing  on  new 
house  here  to  seat  280. 

Chatsworth — J.  S.  Fankersley  jr.  and  H. 
W.  Hampton,  operator  of  theatre  at  Elli- 
jay,  purchased  site  for  new  house  to  seat 
350. 

Cordele — The  new  Cordele  opened  here 
by  L.  H.  Hollaway  and  A.  L.  Corvart. 

Meigs — Construction  progressing  on  new 
theatre  being  built  by  Interstate  Enter- 
prises of  Thomasville. 

Savannah — Mrs.  Adeline  Graham  has 
let  construction  contract  for  theatre  for 
Negroes,  to  be  operated  by  William  Mc- 
Kelvey. 

Idaho 

Great  Falls — The  Town  opened  here  un- 
der management  of  Fox  West  Coast. 

Illinois 

Barry — Russell  Armentrout  building 
the  Clark  here  with  seating  capacity  of 
500.  He  already  operates  the  Star. 

Bowen — Ray  E.  Coats  opened  his  new 
theatre. 

Carmi — Frank  Barnes  pushing  construc- 
tion of  new  770  seater.  Scheduled  for  an 
early  opening. 

Chicago — A 20-year  lease  at  $40,000  an- 
nual rental,  plus  a percentage  of  profits, 
taken  by  Midwest  News  Reel  Theatres  on 
600-seat  house  being  erected  as  part  of 
new  taxpayer  Capitol  Bldg,  at  State  and 
Randolph  Sts. 

B&K  reported  considering  newsreel 
house  here,  but  will  wait  until  similar 
house  opens  in  Capitol  Bldg. 

E.  Peoria — New  house  seating  550  will 
be  erected  on  Pekin  Hill  by  Morton  Thea- 
tres, costing  about  $40,000. 

Edwardsville — V.  Merritt  and  Tony  Serra 
opened  new  600-seat  Lux. 

Fairfield — The  new  450  seater  being 
built  by  H.  L.  Pitner  will  be  opened  in  a 
few  weeks. 

Greenville — The  Bond  opened  by  Frisina 
Circuit  with  John  Sturm  house  manager. 
Seats  600. 

Homer — The  new  Homer  opened  in 
Aetna  Hotel  Bldg. 

Hull — L.  Melton  hopes  to  have  new 
house,  seating  310,  ready  for  July  opening. 

Jacksonville — P.  W.  Dickson  plans  1,000 
seater  here. 

Louisville — The  new  Louise  being  built 
by  Homer  Butler  of  Clay  City  due  to  be 
opened  in  a few  weeks. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Midwest  and  Mideast 
Are  Active  Areas 


Nine  for  Missouri; 
Michigan  Heavy 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Pana — Harry  Tanner  expects  to  open 
1,000-seat  house  costing  $75,000  about 
September  1. 

Portageville — J.  E.  Shannon  building  the 
Maxon  with  500  seats. 

Indiana 

Fort  Wayne — Roy  Gordon  opened  new 
Drive-In  here.  He  also  reveals  plans  for 
all-colored  theatre  here. 

Francesville — The  new  Devon,  seating 
400,  opened  by  Ernest  E.  Smith. 

Garrett — A.  C.  Kalafat  of  Garrett  and 
his  brother,  George,  of  Cleveland,  plan 
new  $25,000  house  here  to  be  known  as 
Kala.  To  be  opened  September  1.  Kalafat 
operates  the  Royal  here. 

Greensburg — A new  theati'e  seating  500 
opened  by  K.  P.  Theatres. 

Indianapolis — Joe  Buehler  planning  a 
new  house  with  1,100  seats. 

Logansport — The  Gregory  Circuit,  in 
line  with  expansion  plans,  announced  plans 
for  $65,000  theatre  to  seat  1,200,  this  to 
be  total  of  30  for  the  circuit. 

Plymouth — Work  started  on  Gem,  to 
seat  600  and  costing  $75,000.  Will  be 
operated  by  Stewart  Reese.  Opening 
scheduled  for  November  1. 

Portland — Mailers  Circuit  plans  to  build 
here  as  soon  as  business  warrants  it. 

Remington — A new  theatre  planned  here 
by  business  men  and  Harold  Heyer,  oper- 
ator of  the  Moroko  in  Morocco,  is  sched- 
uled to  lease  it. 

Vincennes — Theodore  Charles  will  open 
new  house  here  during  the  summer. 

Warren — Jesse  Stuckey  & Son,  OD°ra- 
tors  of  Savoy  here,  as  well  as  the  Palace 
in  Montpelier,  plan  new  house  for  fall 
opening. 

Warsaw — The  new  l.OOO-seater,  costin'^ 
$100  000.  scheduled  for  opening  around 
August  1 by  Mailer  Bros.  Theatre  Circuit. 

Iowa 

Bode — K.  D.  Long  recently  opened  first 
theatre  in  town. 

Des  Moines — The  800-seat  theatre  un- 
der construction  on  Ineersoll  Av“..  co.st- 
ing  $20  000.  opens  in  September:  has  been 
leased  to  Tri-States  Theatres,  now  operat- 
in'? eight  other  houses  here. 

Estherville — It  is  reported  Central  States 
planning  third  house  here  with  September 
1 opening  cited. 

Fort  Dodge — Francis  Mahoney  an- 
nounces plans  for  new  house  seating  500 
and  costing  $15,500. 

Knoxville — The  Grand  has  opened  here. 

Kansas 

Independence — H.  J.  Griffith  and  Glen 
W.  Dickinson  opened  new  Booth. 

Oakland — E.  W.  Bowers  started  build- 
ino'  new  house  here. 

Wichita — The  new  Sandra,  seating  700 
and  costing  $38,000,  opened  by  T.  H. 
Slothower,  as  has  the  600-seat  Gibbons 
costing  about  $40,000  by  Harold  Gibbons, 
Kentucky 

Corbin — The  Lincoln  Circuit,  which 
operates  11  theatres  in  Virginia,  building 
new  unit  here  to  be  known  as  the  Viv. 

Grayson — The  new  Gray  virtually  ready, 

Louisville — Scheduled  to  open  in  a few 
weeks  is  Switow’s  Hi-Land.  new  neigh- 
borhood house,  with  600  seating  capacity. 

Newport — Willis  Vance  of  S&W  Amuse- 
ment Co.  reported  planning  new  $75,000 
house  to  seat  1.000. 

Owensboro — Malco-Memphis  Theatres 
is  building  a theatre  here  to  be  known 
as  Grand  at  cost  of  $50,000. 


Canada  Bustling; 

8 More  Open 

New  York — Canadian  operators  open- 
ed the  same  number  of  theatres — eight 
— in  April,  Mery  and  June  as  in  the 
first  quarter,  according  to  information 
gathered  by  BOXOFFICE  corres- 
pondents. The  number  of  theatres 
planned,  by  comparison,  increased  three 
in  the  second  quarter  and  projects  in 
work  decreased  four.  All  listings  are 
new. 


Paris — Schine  has  let  contracts  for  new 
house. 

A 450-seater  costing  $40,000  planned  by 
Harry  Schwartz  of  the  Opera  House. 

Princeton — Construction  started  on  Sa- 
voy seating  1,000  and  costing  $75,000  by 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  of  Nashville. 
Thomas  J.  Simmons  will  manage. 

St.  Matthews — The  Settos  of  Indian- 
apolis reported  planning  1,000-seater  here. 
This  town  is  stone’s  throw  from  Louisville. 

Louisiana 

Abbeville — M.  Guidry  opened  Gem  with 
500  seats. 

Basile — Melvin  J.  Savoy’s  new  house  due 
to  open  soon. 

Convent — Scheduled  to  open  shortly  is 
L.  T.  May’s  new  theatre. 

Donaldsonville — The  Harlem,  an  all-col- 
ored house,  seating  267,  opened  by  Syd- 
ney Harp. 

Erath — Milton  Guidry  remodeled  build- 
ing into  a new  500-seat  theatre  known 
as  Bijou. 

Franklin — A September  opening  planned 
for  new  house  seating  874  now  under  con- 
struction by  Franklin  Amusement  Co. 

Greenville — A new  colored  theatre  in 
opposition  to  Harlem  opened  by  Miss  D.  G. 
Azar. 

Larose — Joy  Houck  opened  new  Joy, 
seating  500. 

Mansfield — A new  house  will  be  opened 
here  by  Wilton  Smith,  Texas  exhibitor, 
in  opposition  to  Theatre  Service  Corp. 

RaceDnd — Leonard  Falgout,  who  for- 
merly operated  a theatre  here,  says  he 
will  build  new  house. 

Maine 

L“wiston — Abraham  Goodside.  formerly 
of  the  Strand  and  Empire,  Portland,  pur- 
chased site  for  new  local  house. 

Togus — A new  house  has  been  opened 
here. 

Maryland 

Baltimore — Frank  Durkee’s  new  1,200- 
seat  theatre  at  York  Road  and  Rosebank 
Ave.  to  be  called  Senator  will  be  ready 
for  mid-September  opening. 

Hyattsville — Sidney  Lust  has  broken 
ground  for  new  l.OOO-seat  house  here. 

Midland — Plans  announced  by  J.  W. 
Jones  for  new  500-seat  house. 

Massachusetts 

Boston — M&P  Theatres  building  the 
Circle. 

Fall  River — A Labor  Day  opening  plan- 
ned for  new  1,000-seat  house  under  con- 
struction by  Herman  Rocklin  and  Samuel 
Robinson.  This  will  be  under  chain  opera- 
tion. 

Michigan 

Caro — The  Ashmans  plan  650-seater 
here. 

Charlotte — Reports  current  a new  house 
will  be  built  here. 

Coopersville — Albert  Hefferan  debuted 
1,000  seater,  the  new  Century,  here,  at 
the  same  time  darkening  the  Lynx. 

Dearborn — A site  at  Michigan  and  Haigh 
Aves.  purchased  by  Wisper  & Wetsman 


Circuit  for  new  house  to  have  1,500  seats. 
Work  scheduled  to  start  this  summer. 

Detroit — Construction  underway  on  Al- 
pine which  will  seat  2,300. 

The  new  Esquire  has  been  opened. 

Max  Allen  completed  plans  for  new 
house  seating  1,000  and  located  on  same 
block  as  his  Lincoln  Park. 

Lew  Wisper  hopes  to  have  his  new  Har- 
per ready  by  October  15. 

Bigtown  is  proposed  name  for  new  sub- 
urban house  to  be  erected  at  Meyers  Road 
and  Six  Mile  Road,  to  cost  $1,000,000. 

Flat  Rock — John  Vlochos  building  Flat- 
roc,  to  seat  500. 

Flint- — A new  $50,000  theatre  with  1,142 
seats  being  constructed  by  Abraham 
Eiseman. 

A new  600-seater  being  built  at  3820 
North  Saginaw  St.,  costing  $20,000. 

Garden  City — The  new  Schaefer  The- 
atre is  under  construction  here. 

Howard  City — Glen  Gardner  who  oper- 
ates the  Gem  plans  second  house  here. 

Lansing — Three  new  houses  planned 
here  by  Butterfield  circuit,  one  in  North 
Lansing,  suburb,  to  be  erected  immedi- 
ately. 

Reed  City — Work  starts  immediately  on 
new  500-seater  for  Butterfield  circuit. 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis — Nate  Fischer  opened  his 
Varsity. 

Worthington — The  new  Grand  opened 
by  Ralph  Goldberg. 

Mississippi 

Laurel — E.  D.  Lawrence  opened  new 
house  June  15. 

Winona — Completion  of  plans  an- 
nounced by  Dave  Flexer  and  B.  Haber- 
field  for  building  new  house  to  seat  600 
and  to  be  ready  about  September  1. 

Missouri 

Belle — The  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  city  contemplate  building  300-seat 
house  here. 

Brookfield — Fox  Midwest  will  lease  new 
700-seat  house  being  built  by  C.  Yancey. 

Buffalo — C.  C.  Rhodes  opened  new  Buf- 
falo here. 

Dexter — Charlie  Weeks  planning  600- 
seater  here. 

Maryville — C.  E.  Cook  building  new 
house  to  seat  800. 

Richmond  Heights — A new  2,000-seater 
being  built  on  Clayton  Road  by  syndicate 
headed  by  Sam  Shucart. 

Salem — Miss  Mae  Preston  resumed 
building  new  500  seater. 

St.  Louis — Ansell  Brothers  contemplate 
erection  or  acquisition  of  three  new  houses 
by  end  of  the  year. 

Finishing  touches  being  made  for  im- 
mediate opening  of  new  Laclede  on  La- 
clede near  Compton  Ave. 

Montana 

Ekalaka — M.  F.  Niccum  opening  a new 
house  here. 

Great  Falls — A new  house  opened  here 
by  Fox  West  Coast. 

Nebraska 

Stapleton — George  Campau  recently 

opened  the  first  theatre  here  seating  200. 

New  Hampshire 

Meredith — A new  house  has  opened  here. 

New  Jersey 

Cliffside — John  Avrutis  purchased  plot 
on  Anderson  Ave.  on  which  he  will  erect 
theatre,  work  to  get  under  way  this  sum- 
mer. 

^Continued  on  page  18) 
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2nd  WEEK...RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL,  NEW  YORK 


f 

I 


First  week  sets  spectacular  pace  far  ahead  of 
all  other  grosses,  following  biggest  opening  since 
Easter.  '''Iron  Mask'  at  $85,000  tops  Broadway” 
reports  Variety. 


Extended  Playing  Time. ..ATLANTIC  CITY 


Record  summer  take  at  Apollo  forces  move-over 
to  Strand  for  another  stampede  of  Boardwalk 
vacationers. 


Held  Over  Indefinitely... SAN  FRANCISCO 


Highest  admission  scale  and  only  single  feature 
in  town  but  United  Artists  Theatre  leads  all  com- 
petition after  terrific  first  week. 


Released  thru 

UNITED  ARTISTS 
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n L. 

The  Bumsteads  take  the  whole  nation  on  a roaring 
vacation. ..in  the  newest,  best  and  funniest  of 
their  sensational  string  of  family  comedy  hits! 


Based  upon  the  comic  strip  created  by  CHIC  YOUNG 

Played  by  the  same  inimitable  trio  of  "naturals", 

as  Blondie  as  Dogwood  as  Baby  Dumpling 

DONALD  MEEK  •DANNY  MUMMERT*  DAISY 

Screen  play  by  Richard  Flournoy  • Directed  by  Frank  R.  Strayer 


Ohio  Area  Aclive  in 
Thealre  Building 


(Continued  from  page  14) 

Newton — The  new  Court  Theatre  has 
opened. 

Woodbury — The  Atlantic  chain  planning 
a new  house  here. 

New  Mexico 

Carlsbad — R.  E.  Griffith  building  900- 
seat  Tower. 

Clovis — A 900-seater,  costing  $30,000, 
will  be  built  here  by  R.  E.  Griffiths. 

Hobbs — A house  to  seat  780  and  cost- 
ing $20,000  planned  by  R.  E.  Griffiths. 

Sante  Fe — Nathan  Salmon  and  John 
Greer  opened  Burro  Alley,  seating  527 
and  costing  $50,000. 

New  York 

Buffalo — Plans  for  $700,000  building  to 
include  1,800-seat  theatre  on  site  of  Shu- 
bert-Teck  announced  by  representative  of 
Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Brewster — Herman  Sussman  opened 

600-seat  Cameo. 

Brooklyn — Randforce  expects  to  open 
new  1,800  seater  on  W.  9th  St.  and  Ham- 
ilton Ave.  in  November. 

Forest  Hills — The  United  Long  Island 
Theatres  has  taken  21 -year  lease  on  600 
seater  being  constructed  at  99th  St.  and 
Queens  Blvd. 

Long  Lake — Mike  Kallet  opened  new  200- 
seat  Strand  here. 

New  York  City — Harry  Brandt  will  oper- 
ate new  theatre,  to  seat  900,  being  built 
on  42nd  St.  between  Broadway  and  Sixth 
Ave.  A fall  opening  scheduled. 

Prudential’s  new  Greenport  seating  600 
has  been  opened. 

Pulaski — The  Kallets  opened  the  Tem- 
ple. 

Woodburne — Ed  Schoelson  opened  new 
Center,  seating  750. 

North  Carolina 

Lumberton — Morris  LeGendre  opened 
new  750-seat  Riverside. 

Morgantown — C.  V.  Davis  building  new 
theatre  here. 

Shelby — J.  A.  Reynolds  of  the  Carolina 
leased  new  550-seater,  to  cost  $40,000,  and 
for  which  pacts  have  been  let. 

Ohio 

Bedford — A $100,000  theatre  under  way 
here. 

Bryan — Ellaness  Theatre  Corp.  building 
a $50,000  house  to  seat  500  to  600. 

W.  N.  Skirball  and  Associates  start  work 
on  800-seater  here  to  cost  $100,000  and 
to  be  ready  by  November  1. 

Cincinnati — The  Mid-West  Corp.  will 
erect  new  theatre  on  site  of  the  Grand 
Opera  House. 

Ground  broken  at  North  College  Hill 
for  theatre  to  be  known  as  Globe. 

Louis  Wiethe  opened  950-seat  house 
called  Kentucky. 

Cleveland — Work  begun  on  new  house 
with  1.500  seats,  to  be  included  in  20- 
suite  apartment  house  on  Lorain  Ave. 
and  W.  105th  St. 

Covington — Joe  Lee  will  build  a house 
here. 

Crestline — The  Rosey  Theatre  being 
built  by  Lester  Rosenfield. 

Elyria — John  Pekras,  owner  of  three 
houses  here,  announces  construction  of 
new  theatre  on  East  Ave.  and  Broad  St. 
to  seat  1,500  and  cost  about  $225,000. 

Lorain — George  Shenker  and  John  Dan- 
drea  plan  to  build  a house  seating  1,200 
and  costing  $160,000. 

Massilon — W.  N.  Skirball  and  Associates 
started  building  a 1.000  seater  to  cost 
about  $125,000  with  November  1 opening. 


Minerva — George  Manos  building  a 900- 
seater. 

New  Philadelphia — Shea  Theatres  Corp. 
are  building  new  house.  Expected  to  be 
ready  in  the  fall. 

North  Canton — Inter-States  Theatres, 
Inc.,  planning  a $100,000  theatre  here. 

Norwalk — A 1,000-seat  house  costing 
about  $60,000  being  planned  by  George 
K.  Angeles. 

Sandusky-Warner  Bros,  reported  nego- 
tiating for  property  here  for  new  theatre 
in  addition  to  Ohio  and  Plaza  which  they 
operate. 

Warren — Robbins  Enterprises,  which 
operates  two  houses  on  E.  Market  St.,  an- 
nounce plans  for  $300,000  deluxer  for  near 
future. 

Youngstown — A new  theatre  to  cost 
$800,000  planned  here. 

Oklahoma 

Coyle — A new  house  opened  here  seat- 
ing 260  and  operated  by  Max  O.  Philips. 

Lindsay — Harry  Waldron  opened  new 
Blue  Moon  here. 

Sapulpa — Consolidated  Theatres  building 
new  522-seat  house  with  Jimmy  Zartuludes 
as  partner. 

Stillwater — The  Campus,  seating  450, 
opened  here.  Operated  by  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  making  three  units  for  circuit 
here. 

Oregon 

Portland — Frank  Newman  sr.  planning 
a new  house  for  Evergreen  States. 

Pennsylvania 

Blairsville — Plans  completed  for  720- 
seat  theatre  for  Indiana  County  Theatre 
Co.,  which  owns  and  operates  the  Manos 
here. 

E.  McKeesport — Andy  Battison  and 
Dominick  Serrao  interested  in  second  new 
theatre  being  built  here. 

N.  A.  Malanos,  veteran  exhibitor,  build- 
ing 500-seater  to  be  named  Loyal  and 
located  on  Broadway  and  Fifth. 

Harrisburg — Erection  of  new  $50,000 
theatre  planned  in  New  Cumberland  sub- 
urb by  Frank  Firestock,  owner  of  Cum- 
berland in  same  borough. 

Indiana — Unidentified  interests  reported 
planning  new  theatre  here. 

Jeanette — The  Mason,  now  being  built 
by  the  Monessen  Amusement  Co.,  the 
Michael  Manos  circuit,  located  at  Fifth 
and  Clay  Aves.  with  977  seats  scheduled 
for  fall  opening. 

Kittanning — The  Dipson  Circuit  is  con- 
verting a garage  into  a 700-seat  house. 

Pittsburgh — The  Alpine  Theatre  Indus- 
tries of  Ohio  leased  the  new  750-seater 
being  built  at  Perrysville  Ave.,  West  View. 

Titusville — Warners  planning  to  build 
a new  theatre  here. 

Unity — Plum  Creek  Valley  Women’s 
Club  has  completed  plans  for  erection  of 
$20,000  auditorium  to  seat  450. 


Major  Chains  Show 
Expansion  Signs 

New  York — National  Theatres,  Para- 
mount and  Warner  subsidiaries  show 
signs  of  theatre  expansion  in  BOXOF- 
FICE'S  survey  for  the  second  quarter. 
Loew's  and  RKO  are  the  only  two  ma- 
jor theatre  operators  not  mentioned. 
RKO  recently  dropped  one  in  West- 
chester county.  New  York,  and  is  con- 
sidering lopping  off  two  more  from  its 
string  in  the  midwest.  Loew's,  with  the 
exception  of  a partnership  arrangement, 
entered  into  with  George  Skouras  on 
two  upper  Broadway  houses,  did  not 
enter  new  theatre  activity  for  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year. 


Texas  Tops  Southern 
Construction  Work 


Washington — Plans  for  new  950  seater 
announced  by  Eugene  Basle  who  will 
operate. 

West  View — Two  houses  reported  plan- 
ned here,  one  for  Anderson  & Urling 
Circuit,  the  other  builder  being  uniden- 
tified. 

South  Carolina 

Union — All  States  Theatres,  Inc.,  signs 
contracts  for  converting  business  building 
into  theatre. 

South  Dakota 

Letcher — R.  W.  Brewer  is  building  a 
theatre  here. 

Tennessee 

Cumberland — Cumberland  Amusement 
Co.,  owners  of  the  Dixie,  constructing  new 
750-seat  house  here  to  be  opened  in  July. 

McMinnville — Carter  Wilborn  of  Gun- 
tersville,  Ala.,  opened  new  McMinnville. 

Paris — Tony  Sudekum  of  Crescent 
Amusement  soon  will  open  new  Gem. 

Red  Bowling  Springs — W.  H.  Mayfield 
will  manage  new  house  being  built  here. 

Springfield — Crescent’s  new  Capitol, 
seating  1,160,  opened. 

Texas 

Alamo  Heights — New  Broadway,  Inter- 
state house,  opened  with  Jerry  O’Donnell 
as  assistant  manager  and  treasurer. 
Nephew  of  William  O’Donnell,  city  mana- 
ger. 

Alice — A.  L.  Clary  announces  he  will 
open  new  house  in  near  future  on  Main 
St. 

Ballinger — H.  T.  Hodge  interests,  in 
partnership  with  West  Texas  Theatres, 
opened  new  Texas.  West  Texas  is  subsid- 
iary of  R.  E.  Griffith. 

Cleveland — The  Long  circuit  building  550 
seater  here. 

Dallas — Hans  Smith  constructed  500- 
seat  Irving  Theatre,  12  miles  northwest  of 
here. 

El  Paso — Texas  Consolidated  reoorted 
planning  new  house  on  Pershing  Ave. 

Houston — Work  started  on  Interstate’s 
$250,000  theatre  and  community  center  on 
Shepherd  and  W.  Alabama  Sts.  To  seat 
1,100. 

Jacksonville — L.  M.  Threet  sets  August 
15  for  opening  of  new  Jackson. 

Kilgore — E.  Texas  Theatres  debuted  new 
$150,000  Crim  'Theatre.  Knox  Lamb  is 
manager. 

Levelland — Work  on  Wallace  Blanken- 
shin’s  third  theatre  here,  to  seat  750,  well 
under  way. 

Longview — Arlyne,  latest  unit  in  East 
Texas  Theatres,  opened. 

Lubbock — Lindsey  Theatres  will  build 
1,400-seat  theatre  starting  in  September. 
Project  to  cost  $150,000  with  January  1 
opening  planned. 

Oak  Cliff — This  suburb  of  Dallas  saw 
opening  new  Robb  & Rowley  United  Rose- 
win,  .seating  854. 

Olney — Walt  Williams  and  Homer  Eagle 
of  Wichita  Falls  opened  new  airdome  here. 

Port  Arthur — L.  M.  Threet  announces 
plans  drawn  for  new  1,000-seat  theatre 
here. 

Richardson — H.  R.  Bisby  opened  the 
new  Ritz. 

River  Oaks — The  Oaks,  to  seat  1,000, 
will  be  operated  by  Paul  P.  Scott. 

Round  Rock — Wally  Rucker  opened  new 
theatre  here. 

San  Antonio — Interstate  to  open  new 
Broadway  soon. 

Tol  Teeter  opened  new  Joy,  seating  800, 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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In  22  key  cities 
"Second  Fiddle"  has 
beaten  the  follow- 
ing 20th  Century- 

Fox  Pictures  of  this 
season: 


KENTUCKY  • MY  LUCKY  STAR 
ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL 
SUEZ  • SUBAAARINE  PATROL 
ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE 


THE  LITTLE  PRINCESS 
YOUNG  MR.  LINCOLN 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


West  Virginia  Plans 
Seventeen  Houses 


(Continued  from  page  18) 
at  cost  of  $25,000. 

Victoria — New  1,200-seat  house  under 
construction  by  R.  E.  Griffith  and  Johnny 
Long.  To  cost  $65,000  and  open  this  sum- 
mer. 

Waxahachie — New  R&R  Ritz  opened. 

Utah 

Salt  Lake  City — Earl  W.  Shirts  and  Milt 
Atwood  filed  plans  for  500-seater  at  1706 
S.  Main. 

Sonora — Andy  Aguirre  opened  his  new 
house. 

Springville — The  new  Rivoli  has  been 
opened  by  Emil  Ostlund. 

Virginia 

Grundy — C.  E.  Smith  announces  plans 
for  400-seat  house. 

Luray — D.  F.  Aleshire  held  a formal 
opening  of  his  new  Page  here. 

Portsmouth — The  Levines  opened  the 
State. 

Richlands — Plans  being  made  for  new 
theatre  by  Guy  Flannery. 

Suffolk — Roth  Theatres  started  building 
new  1,000  seater  on  No.  Main  St.  hoping 
to  have  it  ready  for  Labor  Day  or  end 
of  September.  The  circuit  headed  by  Harry 
Roth  and  Roy  Richardson  operates  three 
in  town  bringing  total  seats  up  to  3,000. 

Washington 

Omak — Charley  Greime  who  operates 
the  Gem  will  build  second  house  here.  He 
also  owms  other  theatres  in  the  state. 

Seattle — Mike  Lyons  building  new  Music 
Hall  here. 

The  new  Grand  Theatre,  a local  sub- 
urban, added  to  the  roster  of  Danz 
Sterling  Theatres. 

Wapato — Plans  drawn  and  work  starts 
soon  on  new  house  here  by  Paul  Volkman, 
who  operates  the  Liberty. 

West  Virginia 

Cairo — Will  Heston,  Pennsboro  exhibi- 
tor, busy  on  construction  details  for  new 
300-seat  theatre  to  be  located  on  former 
garage  site. 

Charleston — Ground  broken  for  new 
house  on  east  side  of  the  city  by  Gene 
Custer,  who  now  operates  on  the  west 
side. 

Clarksburg — Claude  Robinson  announced 
plans  for  $250,000  deluxer  here. 

Dunbar — Lester  K.  Rosenfeld  of  Char- 
leston plans  theatre  here  to  seat  800. 

Fairmount — A 700-seat  house  being  built 
here  by  Friendly  City  Amusement  Co. 

Keyser — Newton  B.  Carskadon  building 
650-seater  on  Main  St. 

Lewisburg — Yarid  Bros.,  local  mer- 
chants, expect  600-seater  to  be  ready  Aug- 
ust 15. 

Lumberport — The  Port,  seating  400, 
opened  by  Danny  Davis. 

Miami — Bob  Wilson  operates  the  new 
theatre  opened  here  recently. 

Parkersburg — Mrs.  Thomas,  who  oper- 
ates the  New  Palace,  plans  new  400-seater 
here  near  the  Hiehle. 

Pine  Grove — A business  building  is  be- 
ing remodeled  here  into  a theatre  for 
Anthony  Varco. 

The  Charles  Anderson  and  W.  B.  Ur- 
ling  Alpine  Southern  Theatres  plan  a 
house  for  this  community,  to  open  La- 
bor Day. 

Rupert — The  Alpine  Circuit  to  open  new 
theatre  here  during  the  summer. 

Wayne — A new  theatre  will  be  opened 
during  the  summer  by  the  Alpine  Circuit. 

Wheeling — Chris  Velas,  operator  of  a 
number  of  small  houses  in  Pennsylvania, 


What  Goes  on  in  Canada 


Amiqui,  Que. — Local  interests  consider- 
ing erection  of  new  theatre  here,  details 
unknown. 

Bancroft — Carl  Reid  of  Belleville  start- 
ed work  on  new  theatre  in  this  part  of 
eastern  Canada. 

Brantford,  Ont. — The  600-seat  College 
has  opened. 

Campbellton,  N.  B. — A new  theatre  is 
under  way  here. 

Galt,  Ont. — Harry  Goldhar  opened  the 
new  Palace,  seating  775. 

Hamilton,  Ont. — Leslie  Gregory  will  open 
new  house  here  soon. 

Harrow — Gordon  W.  Hogarth  of  Kings- 
ville will  build  the  first  theatre  here,  to 
seat  400,  and  cost  $24,000.  August  1 open- 
ing planned. 

Killarney,  Man. — J.  Killarney  building 
new  $20,000  house  here. 

Casper  Bros,  started  construction  of  new 
$65,000  structure. 

Lillooet — M.  L.  Murray  opened  100-seat 
house  here  on  the  Old  Cariboo  Trail. 

Merryfield — The  Merryfield  M.  P.  Co., 
of  which  J.  Reid  is  president,  finishing 
Community  Theatre,  to  seat  400,  at  cost 
of  $15,000. 

Mitchell — Mrs.  H.  J.  Sutherland  of  St. 
Mary’s  building  new  house  here.  She  oper- 
ates four  others  in  Canada. 

New  Toronto — Harry  Sherman  heads 
group  of  business  men  erecting  new  theatre 
here  which  will  be  in  opposition  to  Allen 
circuit  house  going  up. 

Orillia — Plans  prepared  for  new  theatre 


here  by  Leslie  Gregory  of  the  Royal  and 
Gregory  theatres  in  Hamilton. 

Pont  Gray — Indications  are  450-seater 
oft-rumored  will  definitely  go  up  shortly. 

Port  Colborne — The  Strand,  seating  795, 
opened  by  Theatre  Holding  Corp.  Circuit 
operates  34  in  Ontario. 

Quebec — The  new  Royal  in  Louisville 
section  opened  by  J.  Napoleon  Caron. 

St.  Boniface — Labor  Day  set  for  open- 
ing of  new  Paris,  now  under  construction. 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. — Lloyd  Taylor  in 
charge  of  new  Lincoln  erected  by  S. 
Kamin. 

New  theatre  project  planned  here. 

Sudbury,  Ont. — Robert  T.  Stevens  hopes 
to  open  new  Regent,  August  1.  He  oper- 
ates at  Sturgeon  Falls,  Creighton  Mine 
and  Saulte  St.  Marie.  Cost  $90,000. 

Tillsonburg — Theatre  Holding  Corp., 
known  as  the  Allen  circuit,  opened  Strand 
at  cost  of  $30,000  in  opposition  to  Capi- 
tol, operated  by  Robert  Hambleton. 

Toronto,  Ont. — Ray  Lewis  will  open  new 
Pylon,  750  seats,  October  1. 

B.  Swartz  building  800-seat  Century 
Theatre. 

Suburban  house  in  neighborhood  of 
Bathurst  St.  and  Vaughan  Rd.,  reported 
planned. 

Winnipeg — Rumor  has  it  new  downtown 
house  on  Portage  Ave.  to  be  constructed. 
M.  H.  Halperin  will  build  $35,000  theatre 
here. 

Winnipeg  Beach — Cyril  Wynant  opened 
new  theatre  here. 


Next  Neely  Bill  Fight 
To  Center  in  House 

(Continued  from  page  7) 
continued,  is  merely  a “labeling  require- 
ment” and  pointed  out  Congress  has 
passed  numerous  label  laws  requiring  full 
disclosure  of  the  contents  of  many  com- 
modities. “Is  it  not  as  important  to  pro- 
tect the  minds  and  the  morals  of  children 
against  known  means  of  subversion  as  it 
is  to  protect  the  farmers  against  adul- 
terated fertilizer  or  the  public  against 
prison-made  goods?”  he  asked. 

“In  no  other  industry  is  the  buyer  or 
lessee  so  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
seller  or  lessor.  In  no  other  industry  does 
monopoly  so  defiantly  rule  or  imperiously 
reign,”  he  charged. 

“The  Big  Eight  distribute  more  than  80 
per  cent  of  the  better  motion  pictures  re- 
leased in  the  United  States.  An  exhibitor 
in  order  to  operate  his  theatre  success- 
fully must  have  the  products  of  three  or 

West  Virginia  and  Ohio,  building  650 
seater  here. 

The  Dipson  Circuit  building  theatre  to 
seat  650  on  site  of  a former  garage. 

Wheeling — Officials  of  West  Virginia 
Theatrical  Enterprises  hope  to  have  new 
Pike  Theatre  ready  in  few  weeks.  It  will 
be  located  on  National  Pike  Road.  The 
circuit  operates  five  others  in  this  city. 

Wisconsin 

Madison — Nicolet  Corp.  of  Minneapolis 
plans  700  seater  at  cost  of  $40,000. 

Ashley  Theatre  Co.  announces  inten- 
tion to  build  900  seater  at  1903  Monroe  St. 

Fair  Oaks  Theatre  Co.  plans  720-seat 
project  at  1700  Monroe  St.  The  city  of 
Madison  now  has  seven  theatres. 

Mondovi — Frank  McDonald  building 

400-seat  theatre  here. 

Sun  Prairie — Work  progressing  on  new 
theatre  structure  here. 


more  of  these  companies.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain them  he  must  submit  to  distributors’ 
terms,  whatever  they  may  be.” 

The  Senator  stressed  the  fact  that  “a 
large  number”  of  national  organizations 
have  enlisted  in  support  of  his  measure. 
They  did  so,  he  declared,  after  fully  ac- 
quainting themselves  with  its  terms,  and 
more  than  100,000  copies  of  the  bill  were 
distributed. 

As  the  bill  was  brought  up  in  the  Sen- 
ate for  consideration,  the  problem  of  mo- 
tion pictures  was  raised  also  in  the  House, 
where  Representative  Boren  (Dem.,  Okla.) 
inserted  in  the  record  the  last  internal 
revenue  bureau  report  on  salaries  paid 
motion  picture  officials  and  actors. 

Commenting  on  the  size  of  the  salaries 
disclosed,  Boren  said  “there  is  a stiU  worse 
side  of  the  picture,  and  that  is  the  thous- 
ands of  legitimate  workers  in  the  film  in- 
dustry who  are  maltreated  and  paid  star- 
vation wages. 

“The  situation  would  more  easily  be 
recognized  to  have  opposite  each  name  of 
these  high-paid  executives,  the  list  and 
annual  income  of  those  thousands  of  ex- 
tras, stand-ins,  property  men,  and  so 
forth,”  he  said. 

The  Oklahoma  Congressman,  who  is 
preparing  a bill  for  divorce  of  exhibition 
from  production  but  is  opposed  to  similar 
divorce  legislation  for  the  oil  industry, 
which  is  important  in  his  district,  also  in- 
troduced a brief  in  support  of  the  constitu- 
tionality of  his  proposal. 

While  the  Neely  bill  now  goes  to  the 
House,  it  is  expected  to  be  pigeonholed 
until  next  session,  at  least.  That  no  ac- 
tion would  be  taken  during  the  few  days 
which  remain  of  the  cun-ent  session  was 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  a similar  mea- 
sure has  been  pending  since  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  without  consideration. 
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DISTRIBUTORS  KEEP  PLACE  ON  ZONING  AND 
ARBITRATION  BOARDS  ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY 


”Four  Feather Four  Stars 

New  York — Alexander  Korda  kicks  in  with  an  attraction  that  looks  like  one  of 
the  big  noises  of  the  year.  He  calls  is  "Four  Feathers"  and  it  deals  with  the  con- 
quest of  Egypt  by  the  British  lion. 

You  get  Khartoum,  Kitchener,  colorful  pageantry  heightened  by  magnificent 
Technicolor  against  authentic  and  sweeping  Egyptian  desert  backgrounds;  stirring 
battle  scenes  and  the  individualized  story  of  the  young  Britisher  who  quells  his 
cowardice  and  redeems  his  standing  in  the  eyes  of  his  military  companions  and 
sweetheart. 

To  Ralph  Richardson,  as  the  blind  officer,  goes  the  accolade  for  the  best  per- 
formance. He  does  his  job  with  dignity,  breodth  and  a fine  dramatic  content.  Others 
in  the  cast  are  not  known  here,  but  what  makes  "Four  Feathers"  crackerjack  and 
high  voltage  entertainment  is  the  total  effect.  It's  got  that  and  plenty  of  it. — K. 


With  Much  at  Stake,  They 
Feel  Entitled  to  Such 
Representation 

New  York — With  another  meeting  of 
sales  managers  held  Friday,  distributors 
feel  they  are  entitled  to  representation  on 
clearance  and  zoning  arbitration  boards 
throughout  the  country  and  are  working 
toward  this  end.  They  say  they  have 
much  at  stake,  that  clearance  is  as  much 
a part  of  contract  negotiations  as  price 
and  that  film  companies  should  have  the 
right  to  protect  their  interests  where  dis- 
putes of  this  kind  arise. 

Every  conceivable  plan  for  setting  up  a 
balanced  personnel  for  clearance  boards 
has  been  aired  by  distributors  at  the  many 
meetings  held  in  the  past  few  weeks,  in- 
cluding the  suggestions  to  have  boards 
made  up  solely  of  exhibitors  with  distribu- 
tors only  having  a voice  where  their  reve- 
nues are  adversely  affected  and  to  have 
two  independents  sit  with  one  affiliated 
and  distributor  representative. 

Distributors  have  insisted  all  along  the 
plan  outlined  in  the  fourth  code  draft  does 
not  entirely  throw  the  balance  of  voting 
power  in  favor  of  distributors  because  of 
the  setup  which  calls  for  an  independent 
exhibitor,  an  affiliated  operator  and  a dis- 
tributor representative  in  addition  to  a 
neutral  man.  It  is  held  by  some  sales 
heads  that  local  branch  managers  are  in- 
clined to  lean  toward  the  independent 
where  clearance  is  concerned,  but  the 
opinion  of  the  unaffiliated  theatre  opera- 
tor is  that  this  is  a ridiculous  conclusion 
to  make. 

Edge  to  Small  Man 

If  two  independents  were  permitted  on 
local  boards  with  an  affiliated  exhibitor 
and  distributor,  the  feeling  in  some  quar- 
ters is  that  the  neutral  arbiter  would  in 
most  cases  throw  his  vote  to  the  small 
man. 

To  expect  distributors  to  vote  in  favor 
of  independents  where  major  circuits  are 
concerned  would  mean  reaching  the  mil- 
lennium, according  to  a few  independent 
operators.  But,  in  contrast,  distributors 
state  they  have  not  always  been  in  favor 
of  granting  the  clearances  which  exist  and 
under  the  Supreme  Court  decision  on  the 
Interstate  case  film  companies  now  have 
a right  to  "give”  protection  rather  than 
the  circuits  demanding  it.  And,  if  this  is 
the  case,  it  is  contended,  distributors  on 
clearance  boards  want  to  participate  in 
the  “giving,”  where  the  question  arises 
how  much  is  to  be  “given.” 

Distributors  feel  that,  while  clearance  is 
among  the  cardinal  factors  in  negotiating 
contracts,  deals  which  have  been  made 
should  not  be  entirely  disrupted  without 
their  having  a voice  in  the  new  protection 
to  prevail,  if  such  is  to  be  decided  by  local 
boards. 

Currently,  M-G-M  has  many  sales  heads 


from  the  field  in  town  negotiating  new 
clearances  with  National  Theatres’  and 
Warner  circuit  representatives.  While  lit- 
tle or  no  changes  are  being  made,  the  fact 
remains  no  contract  will  be  signed  until 
these  details  are  ironed  out.  If,  however, 
any  circuit  voluntarily  decides  to  give  up 
part  of  its  protection  without  affecting 
rental  terms,  such  offers  are  amenable  to 
distributors.  But  the  important  point  in- 
volved is  that  the  distributoi’s’  income 
must  not  be  reduced  where  clearances  are 
reduced  or  waived  in  their  entirety  for  one 
reason  or  another. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M  and  distributor  sub-com- 
mittee chairman,  met  with  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  head,  during  the  week  when  the 
latter  expressed  the  feeling  of  his  directo- 
rate to  the  finalizing  of  the  code.  A re- 
quest for  a meeting  with  the  Allied  of 
New  York  committee,  appointed  recently 
in  Syracuse,  will  probably  be  granted 
some  time  this  week. 

Anxious  to  Finish  Job 

Rodgers  has  been  anxious  to  get  the 
fifth,  and  what  is  hoped  to  be  the  final, 
draft  out  of  the  way  before  talking  to 
Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  the  local  Al- 
lied group,  and  his  committee. 

Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  head,  upon  his  re- 
turn from  Washington  where  he  con- 
ferred with  Harry  Hopkins,  secretary  of 
commerce,  on  the  code  and  the  industry  in 
general,  sent  a report  of  the  session  to  the 
six  independent  exhibitor  groups  which 
sat  in  with  the  ITOA  on  the  code  negotia- 
tions. Further  meetings  with  Hopkins  are 
to  be  held,  Brandt  states,  and  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  groups  will  be  kept  in- 
formed. 

With  the  UMPTO  of  Philadelphia  ap- 
proving the  code  and  Allied’s  unit  in  the 
Quaker  City  territory  rejecting  it,  a cmaous 
set  of  circumstances  arises.  Distributors 
are  expecting  all  units  which  go  for  the 
trade  practices  to  line  up  all  exhibitors  in 
their  territories  for  voluntary  signatures. 
This  plan,  in  all  probability,  will  be  pur- 
sued by  Lewen  Pizor’s  organization.  But 
Allied’s  men,  coached  by  Sidney  Samuel- 
son,  business  manager  in  Philadelphia, 


Confer  on  Immediate 
Code  Launching 

New  York  — Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president,  will  confer  here  Monday  with 
William  F.  Rodgers  to  clean  up  remaining 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  putting  the  trade 
practice  code  into  immediate  effect.  Kuy- 
kendall was  in  Washington  Thursday  with 
an  MPTOA  committee  of  six,  conferring 
with  department  of  commerce  officials.  It 
was  his  original  intention  to  leave  imme- 
diately for  his  home  in  Columbus,  Miss., 
following  the  Washington  conference,  but 
after  a short  meeting  with  Rodgers  on  the 
code  here  Wednesday  morning  he  decided 
to  tackle  it  again  before  turning  south. 

“I  want  to  be  able  to  leave  New  York 
with  an  acceptance  date  fixed  on  the  code,” 
Kuykendall  said  before  going  to  Wash- 
ington. “We’re  getting  very  close,  but 
there  are  some  clauses  in  there  that 
shouldn’t  be  and  others  that  we  would  like 
are  not  in.” 

He  added  MPTOA  membership  has  not 
been  polled  and  will  not  be  until  the  dis- 
tributors arrive  at  a final,  conclusive  draft. 
Kuykendall  claims  nothing  can  be  accom- 
plished by  polling  the  members  if  the  dis- 
tributors constantly  revise  the  trade  prac- 
tice draft,  “with  changes  being  made  every 
week  or  so.” 


will  most  likely  bend  every  effort  to  have 
the  membership,  and  others  interested  in 
Allied  affairs  although  not  active  in  them, 
refuse  the  code. 

First  of  all,  distributors  repeat,  future 
action  depends  on  the  attitude  of  the  ma- 
jority of  exhibitor  units  in  the  field.  If 
the  majority  refuse  to  approve  the  newest 
arbitration  proposal,  sales  managers  are 
expected  to  work  on  it  again  until  the 
plan  meets  with  the  general  idea  of  most 
of  the  exhibitor  organizations. 

As  one  local  exhibitor  leader  put  it,  the 
proposed  changes  “will  meet  with  our  sat- 
isfaction before  we  sign  up.” 
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Three  Factions'  Trade  Views 
Before  Commerce  Dept. 


Washington — Through  a series  of  con- 
ferences with  the  heads  of  three  exhibitor 
organizations,  department  of  commerce  of- 
ficials were  acquainted  with  the  views  of 
the  various  types  of  exhibitors  as  to  the 
deshability  of  block  booking  and  other 
practices  of  the  major  distributors. 

Except  for  the  statistical  material,  in 
the  compilation  of  which  the  distributors 
have  been  engaged  for  some  weeks,  the 
department  now  has  a very  definite  pic- 
ture of  the  situation  in  the  industry. 

Meetings  arranged  for  July  18,  19  and  20 
brought  to  the  department,  in  turn,  Harry 
Brandt,  head  of  the  ITOA;  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  president  of  Allied,  and  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall, president  of  the  MPTOA. 

Both  Brandt  and  Cole  are  understood 
to  have  leveled  charges  against  the  dis- 
tributors that  their  practices  worked  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  independent  pro- 
ducers. Kuykendall’s  visit  was  his  second, 
and  was  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before 
the  department  certain  factual  informa- 
tion which  he  had  been  requested  to  com- 
pile. Similar  requests  were  made  of  Brandt 
and  Cole. 

While  department  officials  now  have  cov- 
ered the  major  groups  in  the  industry, 
they  appear  to  be  doubtful  whether  they 
have  yet  investigated  all  the  potential 
sources  of  information  and  may,  in  the 
future,  call  in  representatives  of  additional 
organizations. 

The  meetings  with  the  exhibitor  heads 
covered  the  same  ground  as  previous  con- 
ferences— the  availability  of  pictures,  can- 
cellations, “freezing  out”  of  independents, 
etc.  Statistical  information  on  these  and 
other  subjects,  requested  of  the  producer 
group  at  the  initial  meeting  June  6,  is 
beginning  to  come  in,  it  was  said,  but  some 
time  will  elapse  before  the  department  has 


a detailed  picture  of  conditions  and  is 
ready  to  discuss  improvements  in  policies. 

While  the  conferences  are  going  on,  it 
was  disclosed  this  week,  department  offi- 
cials concerned  in  the  problem  are  seeking 
information  in  the  record  of  the  various 
hearings  which  have  been  held  on  the 
block  booking  legislation  by  Congressional 
committees,  and  may  also  look  over  the 
NRA  record  of  the  hearings  before  the 
Darrow  board,  its  report  on  the  motion 
picture  code  and  the  reply  of  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  code. 


Dept.  Has  "Open  Mind" 

On  Independents 

New  York  — Department  of  commerce 
officials  have  “an  open  mind”  concerning 
the  independent  theatre  owners’  problems, 
members  of  the  ITOA  were  told  at  a meet- 
ing at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

A report  of  the  visit  of  Harry  Brandt, 
ITOA  president,  and  Lionel  Toll  to  Wash- 
ington was  given  by  Toll,  who,  although 
not  going  into  detail  over  the  ground  cov- 
ered in  the  conference,  informed  mem- 
bers the  department  will  prepare  a report 
based  on  the  information  received  from 
Allied,  MPTOA  and  ITOA  and  probably 
direct  it  to  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Future  conferences  with  Washington  of- 
ficials will  be  held  with  a committee  con- 
sisting of  Leon  Rosenblatt,  chairman,  Ar- 
thur Rapf  and  Irving  Renner,  with  Brandt 
acting  in  an  ex-officia  capacity,  repre- 
senting ITOA. 

The  organization  will  hold  a special 
meeting  August  2 to  discuss  the  code,  film 
buying  and  UA’s  withdrawal  from  partici- 
pation in  the  former. 

Until  License  Commissioner  Moss  makes 


Business  Goes  to  the  Lunch  Table — Metropolitan  Phot 

Continuing  office  palavers  at  The  Tavern  are  Bill  Heineman,  western  di- 
vision manager;  J.  J.  Jordan,  assistant  to  William  A.  Scully,  and  Frank 
J.  A.  McCarthy,  eastern  division  manager,  all  of  Universal.  It  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  sales. 


Try  Novelties 
As  Hypo 

New  York — As  on  added  hypo  for 
business,  REO  metropolitan  theatres 
have  introduced  a number  of  novelty 
attractions  for  the  summer.  Proctor's, 
Manhattan,  has  a bathing  beauty  con- 
test Friday  nights.  "True  and  False" 
contests  are  featured  at  Keith's,  Flush- 
ing, Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  Stage 
shows  ore  scheduled  at  the  White 
Plains,  New  Rochelle  and  Tilyou  on 
Tuesdays,  the  Royal  and  Dyker  on 
Wednesdays,  and  at  the  Fordham,  Mad- 
ison and  Republic,  Friday  nights.  Col- 
ored amateurs  perform  at  the  Regent 
Friday  evenings.  Live  entertainment  is 
on  tap  at  the  Greenpoint  every  Tues- 
day, Friday  and  Saturday  nights. 


an  effort  to  halt  the  playing  of  games  in 
other  business  establishments  and  churches 
in  the  area,  there  will  be  no  further  drop- 
ping of  the  practice  at  theatres  in  the 
mid-town  Manhattan  area,  members  were 
told.  RKO,  Loew’s,  Consolidated  and  Cen- 
tury agreed  to  discontinue  the  practice  on 
the  east  and  west  sides  and  certain  Brook- 
lyn spots,  but  it  was  found  Bingo  and 
other  games  were  stUl  being  played  in 
churches,  clubs  and  fraternal  organiza- 
tions in  the  area. 


Baltimore  Hearing 
For  August  29 

Baltimore — An  order  has  been  signed  by 
Judge  Coleman  fixing  August  29  for  a hear- 
ing upon  the  motion  of  Westway  Theatre, 
Inc.,  for  a temporary  injunction  in  its  anti- 
trust action  against  all  distributors  except 
RKO,  Frank  H.  Durkee  Theatre  Enter- 
prises and  four  officers  of  the  latter  com- 
pany. 

Westway,  of  which  Leo  H.  Homand  is 
vice-president,  alleges  distributors  con- 
spired with  Durkee  to  deprive  the  house 
of  product  except  that  it  play  14  days  after 
the  Edgewood,  Durkee  unit  which  is  said 
to  be  two  and  a quarter  miles  from  the 
Westway. 

Homand  claims  before  the  Westway  was 
completed  in  April,  1939,  he  had  been  as- 
sured by  three  distributors  the  house  would 
be  classified  as  a first  run  neighborhood. 
He  charges  that  before  the  house  opened 
Durkee  demanded  from  the  defendant  dis- 
tributors that  the  Edgewood  be  given  14 
days’  clearance  over  the  Westway,  and  that 
this  was  granted. 

Plaintiff  seeks  to  have  the  Westway  play 
day  and  date  with  the  Edgewood. 


Hearing  Monday  in 
Philadelphia  Suit 

Philadelphia — Hearing  will  open  Mon- 
day in  the  suit  by  Eugene  Mori  of  the  Lan- 
dis at  Vineland,  against  the  Stanley-War- 
ner  chain  and  the  major  distributors  be- 
fore U.  S.  District  Judge  William  H.  Kirk- 
patrick. 

Mori,  represented  by  State  Senator  Harry 
Shapiro,  seeks  an  injunction  restraining 
the  defendants  from  “discriminating” 
against  him  in  favor  of  the  Warner  houses 
in  Vineland  and  asks  damages  for  the  loss 
in  business. 
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Twelve  for  National 
List  by  Alliance 

New  York — Budd  Rogers,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  Alliance  Films 
which  recently  opened  a local  exchange  with 
Arthur  Greenblatt  in  charge,  plans  a mini- 
mum of  12  pictures  for  national  release, 
the  first  of  which  will  be  “The  Warning.” 
This  will  be  followed  by  “Black  Lime- 
light,” “Dead  Men  Tell  No  Tales,”  “The 
Housemaster,”  “The  Terror,”  “Mystery  of 
Room  13,”  “The  Hidden  Menace,”  “Black 
Eyes,”  “Spies  of  the  Air,”  “Just  Like  a 
Woman,”  “One  Night  in  Paris,”  “Little 
Miss  Molly”  and  “Luck  of  the  Navy.”  The 
product  all  is  foreign  made. 

A number  of  featurettes  also  are  on  the 
program,  including  “Scotland  Calls  You,” 
“Come  Back  to  Erin,”  “March  of  the 
Movies,”  “Tail  Waggers”  and  Pathetone 
Pictorials. 

Franchise  deals  are  being  negotiated  for 
various  territories  with  independent  dis- 
tributors. 

Censorship  Most  Numerous 
In  Motion  Picture  Field 

New  York — The  most  numerous  in- 
stances of  censorship  during  the  year  dealt 
with  films,  states  the  American  Civil  Lib- 
erties Union  in  an  80-page  pamphlet,  “The 
Bill  of  Rights — 150  Years  After.”  The 
survey,  only  one  of  its  kind  compiled  in 
this  country  and  based  on  reports  from 
committees  and  correspondents  in  36  states, 
however,  notes  that  censorship  of  films, 
radio,  the  theatre  and  literature  declined 
during  the  past  year. 

Berkson  Opens  Monogram 
Exchange  in  Albany 

New  York — Harry  Berkson,  Monogram 
franchise  holder  in  upper  New  York  state, 
has  opened  an  Albany  exchange.  Gene 
Lowe  and  Sam  Milberg  are  salesmen  with 
Mitchell  Pantzer,  formerly  the  booker  at 
Buffalo,  in  the  booker-salesman  spot.  How- 
ard W.  McPherson  replaces  Pantzer  in  the 
Buffalo  office. 

New  House  at  Cromwell 

Cromwell,  Conn. — Ground  will  be  bro- 
ken in  a few  weeks  for  a new  600-seat  the- 
atre here  by  the  Boyd  Construction  Co. 
Berk  & Krumgold,  New  York  brokers,  are 
negotiating  a lease  for  a tenant. 


This  Kind  of  Premium 
Is  Diiierent 

New  York-— The  ITOA  is  offering 
something  in  the  form  of  premiums  to 
guests  who  participate  in  its  all-indus- 
try outing  up  the  Hudson,  July  27.  So 
far  there  is  a silver  meat  platter,  elec- 
tric shaver,  desk  pen  set,  electric  clock 
and  ladies  hand  bag  for  the  winners  of 
athletic  events.  The  prizes  hove  been 
donated.  About  750  are  expected  to  at- 
tend. 


Son  Tells  His  Father  How — 

When  A.  H.  Blank,  Nebraska  theatre  operator  affiliated  with  Paramount, 
visited  that  company’s  Fair  lounge,  his  son,  Raymond,  took  over  the  offi- 
cial desk,  but  only  long  enough  to  explain  to  his  father  what  it  is  he  ought 
to  take  a gander  at  over  on  the  Flushing  meadows. 


Severe  Drop  in  Attendance  Is 
General  Over  Albany  Area 


Albany — Business  in  a number  of  the- 
atres served  by  Albany  branches  has  dipped 
almost  50  per  cent,  according  to  reports 
on  Pilmrow.  One  veteran  exchangeman 
says  that  the  drop  in  the  past  ten  weeks 
has  been  as  precipitous  as  any  he  noted 
in  years.  Chains  and  independents  com- 
plain alike  of  the  slump.  Salesmen  and 
bookers  say  that  no  section  nor  commun- 
ity escaped  the  slide.  Increased  patronage 
in  resort  towns  may  offset  to  a degree 
the  drop  elsewhere,  although  there  is  not 
too  much  optimism  on  this  point.  Jime 
was  bad  in  the  summer  situations  and  the 
Fourth  of  July  week  was  not  marked  by 
the  expected  lift,  despite  ideal  weather 
conditions.  The  fact  that  the  long  holiday 
was  not  granted  to  everyone  may  have 
contributed  to  the  indifferent  resort  the- 
atre business.  It  is  generally  agreed  that 
vacationists  have  been  late  in  arriving  at 
cottages  and  camps,  assuming  they  are  to 
come  in  heavy  streams  this  summer.  The 
next  two  weeks  should  tell  the  story,  ex- 
hibitors and  exchangemen  declare.  The 
World’s  Pair  still  is  viewed  as  a bad  medi- 
cine for  pictures. 

A sure  sign  of  the  boxoffice  kayo  was 
the  number  of  houses  which  closed  in  May 
or  early  June.  In  the  past,  most  of  them 
attempted  to  keep  open  until  about  July  1, 
according  to  Pilmrow  experts.  This  year 
they  started  to  shutter  weeks  ahead.  In 
one  week,  notices  of  seven  shutdowns  were 
received.  Part-time  operation  in  some 
normally  full-time  spots  were  also  report- 
ed. The  dip  began  early  in  the  year,  long 
before  exhibitors  had  to  contend  with  day- 
light saving  time,  warm  weather  and  night 
baseball.  The  last-named  kind  of  opposi- 
tion, however,  was  launched  here  two  weeks 
earlier  than  usual.  Theatres,  big  and  little, 
for  miles  aroimd  immediately  felt  it. 
Broadcasting  of  games,  both  home  and 
away,  also  cut  into  theatre  attendance,  as 


do  bargain  rates  for  women.  Saturdays 
and  Sundays  are  the  only  ones  on  which 
night  games  are  not  played.  In  fact,  Hart- 
ford is  the  only  eastern  league  city  with- 
out evening  baseball  this  year. 

Exhibitors,  however,  always  return  to  the 
point  that  if  the  current  product  were 
stronger,  they  would  do  business  regard- 
less of  other  factors.  They  tag  many  of 
the  present  releases  as  “weak  sisters,” 
which  the  public  is  smart  enough  to  avoid. 

Monogram's  Top  Bracket 
Is  Increased  to  Ten 

London — W.  Ray  Johnston,  president  of 
Monogram,  states  the  company  will  in- 
crease its  program  of  six  top  bracket  films 
to  10  for  the  1939-40  season.  He  added  the 
current  program  is  practically  completed 
with  the  three  final  pictures  in  the  cut- 
ting room.  “Dangerous  Fingers,”  a Pathe 
release  starring  James  Stephenson,  is  be- 
ing distributed  in  America  by  Monogram 
and  other  of  Pathe’s  films  are  being 
looked  at  for  possible  handling. 

The  top  bracket  group  will  be  headed  by 
a Jackie  Cooper  film,  as  yet  unnamed. 
Pathe  Pictures,  Ltd.,  of  which  W.  J.  Gell 
is  managing  director,  will  release  32  of 
Monogram’s  output  for  the  new  season 
here. 

Three  Franchise  Deals  Are 
Closed  by  Nat  Sanders 

New  York — Nat  Sanders,  general  mana- 
ger of  Film  Alliance,  has  closed  franchise 
deals  for  “The  Challenge”  and  “Second 
Bureau”  with  the  Herbert  Rosener  Co.  of 
San  Francisco  for  the  West  Coast,  with 
Cameo  Screen  Attractions  of  Boston  for 
New  England  and  Times  Pictures  for  the 
metropolitan  area. 
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Denies  Foreign  Meld 
For  Warner  Setup 

New  York  — Reports  emanating  from 
abroad  that  there  has  been  a consolidation 
of  the  Warner  British  and  continental  sales 
forces  with  Robert  Schless  heading  the 
new  setup  are  denied  by  Max  Milder,  War- 
ner’s English  sales  manager,  who  docked 
on  the  Queen  Mary  for  a short  stay. 

Milder  was  met  at  the  boat  by  Sam 
E.  Morris,  vice-president  in  charge  of  for- 
eign sales,  and  Joe  Hummel,  foreign  sales 
manager.  He  dismissed  all  questions  on 
the  subject  by  saying,  "I  don’t  know  a 
thing  about  it.” 

On  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,”  Milder 
was  more  talkative.  He  states  unequivoc- 
ably  “the  picture  will  draw  moi-e  than  any 
other  that  has  been  exhibited  in  England 
in  the  past  five  years.” 

According  to  Milder,  the  film  is  in  its 
sixth  week  at  the  Warner,  London,  and  is 
slated  for  a run  of  at  least  eight. 

Privy  Council  Drops  Title 
Case  Against  20th-Fox 

London — Tire  question  of  the  right  to 
use  the  title,  ‘‘The  Man  Who  Broke  the 
Bank  at  Monte  Carlo,”  which  resulted  in 
an  action  against  20th-Fox,  has  been  dis- 
missed by  the  Privy  Council  after  a lower 
court  had  decided  in  favor  of  Francis  Day 
& Hunter,  Ltd.  The  plaintiff  had  won  a 
judgment  against  the  producer-distributor 
in  the  lower  court  for  approximately 
$1,000,000,  which  was  appealed  by  20th- 
Fox  and  resulted  in  a reversal. 


Ed  Hyman  Resigns 

New  York — Edward  Hyman  has  re- 
signed as  assistant  to  Joseph  M.  Seider, 
president  of  Prudential. 


Sounded  Like  Bombs 
To  Them 

New  York — The  British  take  their 
bombings  seriously.  Even  A1  Deane, 
Paramount's  foreign  publicity  director, 
who  is  rarely  surprised  at  the  actions 
of  his  British  cousins,  arched  his  eye- 
brows a couple  of  inches  when  he  re- 
ceived a letter  from  the  ad  sales  de- 
partment in  London  on  blowups.  It 
seems  the  customs  officials  are  slightly 
wary  of  anything  of  an  explosive  na- 
ture. Naturally  the  officials  regard  with 
suspicion  anything  marked  "blowups.'' 

In  order  to  protect  the  packages. 
Paramount  will  now  invoice  the  blow- 
ups as  “giant  colored  enlargements'' 
which  should  save  a lot  of  wear  and 
tear  on  the  nerves  of  the  British  cus- 
tom officials. 


Japan  Admits  Eleven  U,  S. 
Films  Since  January 

New  York — The  Japanese  government, 
for  the  first  time  since  January,  has  al- 
lowed American  companies  to  send  in  11 
new  pictures.  Under  the  original  licens- 
ing agreement,  the  majors  were  granted 
permission  for  the  distribution  of  approxi- 
mately 200  pictures. 

Slowness  of  the  Japanese  government 
has  caused  the  majors  some  concern  since 
the  agreement  stipulated  that  the  pictures 
were  to  be  exported  by  January.  The  com- 
panies have  about  75  to  go  in  order  to 
wind  up  the  contract. 

'Tw'entieth-Fox,  M-G-M  and  Columbia 
were  the  only  companies  permitted  to 
bring  in  two  films  at  this  time  while  RKO, 
United  Artists,  "Warner  and  Universal  were 
alloted  one  each.  Paramount  was  given 
permission  to  bring  in  four  Technicolor 
prints  of  “Her  Jungle  Love.” 


Says  Far  East  Best 
Potential  Market 

New  York — The  Far  East  with  half  the 
world’s  population  still  is  potentially  the 
best  market  for  American  companies,  ac- 
cording to  Alf  Daff,  Universal’s  Far  East- 
ern manager,  who  anticipates  a boom 
throughout  that  region  once  conditions 
right  themselves. 

In  discussing  conditions  in  his  territory, 
Daff  starts  off  with  war-torn  China  where 
business  is  holding  up  nicely,  nevertheless. 
Universal  is  operating  in  six  coastal  cities, 
and  where  theatres  are  running,  grosses 
are  heavy  as  a result  of  the  influx  of 
Chinese  from  the  inland. 

Production  continues  in  Hong  Kong  where 
12  pictures  were  made  last  year  and  the 
same  number  planned  for  this  year.  Chi- 
nese war  pictures  are  proving  tremendous- 
ly popular. 

Daff  anticipates  little  change  in  opera- 
tions as  a result  of  the  Japanese  film  bill 
which  placed  control  of  the  industry  there 
under  the  supervision  of  the  home  office. 
Distributors,  he  says,  now  are  negotiating 
with  officials  for  a new  deal  on  the  im- 
portation of  films  for  1939-40. 

He  explains  the  cm-rent  slowness  of 
granting  permits  to  the  American  com- 
panies as  a result  of  the  desire  of  Japanese 
officials  to  avoid  having  a surplus  of 
American  product.  Daff  believes  the  pres- 
ent contract  calling  for  the  importation  of 
approximately  200  features  will  be  fulfilled. 

Switching  to  the  Philippines  Daff  reports 
the  enactment  of  a new  amusement  tax 
in  Manila  which  has  aroused  the  resent- 
ment of  exhibitors.  'The  levy,  which  went 
into  effect  this  month,  is  based  on  the 
number  of  seats  in  the  theatres  and  starts 
at  a cent  for  the  cheaper  priced  seats. 

Philippine  Production  Up 

Production  in  the  Philippines  is  on  the 
increase  with  30  pictures  slated  to  be  pro- 
duced this  year.  There  is  a tendency 
among  Philippine  authorities  to  tighten 
censorship  restrictions,  particularly  on 
gangster  pictures. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  are  suffering  from  adverse  eco- 
nomic conditions,  theatre  construction  is 
active  there.  At  one  time  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  were  a good  market  for  German 
product  but  in  the  last  12  months  the  de- 
mand has  dropped  sharply. 

India,  with  over  400,000,000  people,  has 
made  tremendous  strides  with  its  own  pro- 
duction. Official  figures  in  1937  reveal 
that  180  films  were  produced,  and  Daff 
says  the  number  is  increasing  steadily  each 
year. 

In  the  provinces  American  films  barely 
make  an  impression  because  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  numerous  dialects.  As  a 
result,  Indian  films  have  occupied  a great- 
er share  of  the  running  time  with  the 
better  national  product  enjoying  a run  as 
long  as  six  to  12  months.  Hollywood  films 
are  lucky  if  they  run  two  weeks. 

Daff  remains  here  for  another  week  to 
confer  with  his  foreign  chief,  Joseph  H. 
Seidelman.  He  then  leaves  for  the  coast, 
stopping  over  for  a few  days  before  re- 
turning to  China. 


A Visitor  From  London  Arrives — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Max  Milder,  in  charge  of  the  Warner  distributing  company  in  England, 
reaches  New  York  on  his  annual  pilgrimage  to  the  home  office.  He  is  on 
the  left.  Continuing,  it's  a case  of  Sam  E.  Morris,  Mrs.  Milder,  Karl  Mac- 
Donald and  Joe  Hummel,  all  the  men  being  executives  of  the  Warner  for- 
eign department. 
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Expansion  in  S.  A. 
Inleresls  Republic 

New  York — Republic  is  giving  serious 
thought  to  expanding  its  distribution  ac- 
tivities more  directly  in  selected  countries 
in  Latin  America,  says  Morris  Goodman, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  sales. 

After  making  a 14-week  survey  of  every 
country  in  Central  and  South  America 
by  plane,  Goodman  is  confident  Republic 
in  the  near  future  will  be  able  to  handle 
its  own  sales. 

During  his  trip,  Goodman  completed 
new  deals  with  distributors  in  Colombia 
and  Venezuela  and  has  several  pending  in 
other  countries. 

He  sees  as  the  biggest  obstacle  against 
improvement  in  the  Latin  American  mar- 
ket the  depreciation  of  currencies  in  a 
number  of  the  countries,  particularly  Cuba, 
Mexico,  Chile  and  Peru. 

Internationally,  Goodman  relates,  busi- 
ness is  keeping  up  nicely  but  net  returns 
are  suffering  because  of  the  weakening  of 
exchange. 

As  for  competition,  it  is  his  observation 
that  French  pictures  furnish  the  stiffest 
opposition  to  Hollywood  product  through- 
out Latin  America. 

Mexican  pictures,  according  to  Goodman, 
are  losing  their  prestige  and  popularity 
because  of  the  inferior  quality  of  enter- 
tainment. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Has  a Celebration — 

Celebrating  his  20th  year  in  the  indus- 
try, Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  foreign 
head  for  20th-Fox,  also  commemorates 
two  decades  with  the  company.  Join- 
ing the  company  July  19,  1919,  Hutch- 
inson became  a salesman  in  Canada, 
then  branch  manager  and  head  office 
representative.  One  year  later  he  was 
named  assistant  foreign  manager  in 
New  York.  In  1921  he  went  to  Aus- 
tralia as  head  office  representative. 
He  has  been  identified  with  many 
other  offices  during  the  years  until 
December,  1935,  when  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
president,  appointed  him  to  his  present 
post. 
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To:  Red 
From:  Len  W. 


Date:  Friday 
Place:  New  York 


Our  overseas  correspondent,  L M.  Fahren,  was  particularly  active  this 
week.  I mean  largely  in  the  sense  that  he  must  have  covered  a mess  of 
ground  in  order  to  get  the  items  he  sent  in.  The  first  story  concerns  a situ- 
ation in  Manila,  Philippine  Islands.  It  seems  horses  at  the  Manila  track 
are  labeled  after  motion  pictures.  Some  of  the  recent  winners  have  been 
"Brother  Rat,"  “Robin  Hood,"  “Lady  Warner"  and  “Hottentot."  No  mention 
is  made  of  other  but  Warner  product.  Is  it  possible  this  is  a subsidiary  track 
venture  on  the  part  of  Harry  M.? 

The  other  item  comes  from  Morocco.  There's  a town  there,  Metlui,  where 
“The  Plainsman"  is  said  to  have  been  playing  continuously  for  two  years. 
The  town  must  be  something  like  a transient  hotel.  The  population  changes 
every  week,  with  the  coming  and  departing  of  caravans.  I'm  wondering 
what's  going  to  be  when  a subsequent  run  starts  howling  about  extended 
runs. 


Gould,  Morris  and  Reisman 
South  America  Bound 

New  York — When  the  Argentina  leaves 
for  South  America  Friday,  three  leading 
foreign  executives  will  be  on  board.  Walter 
Gould  of  United  Artists,  Sam  E.  Morris  of 
Warner  and  Phil  Reisman  of  RKO  have 
all  booked  passage  to  survey  the  Latin 
American  market  for  their  respective  com- 
panies. 

Gould’s  trip  is  routine.  He  expects  to 
be  gone  for  about  three  months. 

The  distribution  situation  in  the  Argen- 
tine, which  has  been  a sore  point  with  all 
majors,  will  get  the  onceover  by  Reisman 
who  will  see  what  can  be  done  about  the 
spread  of  multiple  programs  and  other 
abuses. 

Sales  convention  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
Buenos  Aires  will  be  the  high  spot  of  Mor- 
ris’ sojourn  through  Latin  America.  The 
Warner  foreign  manager  hopes  to  complete 
the  tour  in  three  months. 


John  Day  to  Visit  Weltner 

New  York — John  Day,  Paramount  gen- 
eral manager  for  South  America,  arrives 
on  the  Argentine  Wednesday  for  home  of- 
fice talks  with  George  Weltner,  assistant  to 
John  W.  Hicks  jr. 


Mexican  Government  May 
Back  Native  Producers 

New  York — The  Mexican  government  is 
considering  granting  financial  aid  to  “se- 
rious” native  producers  in  a step  designed 
to  nationalize  the  industry,  according  to 
Luis  Lezama,  Mexican  producer. 

Lezama  was  formerly  RKO  manager  in 
Mexico.  He  has  returned  to  production, 
a pursuit  he  dropped  with  the  advent  of 
soimd.  He  is  here  for  a brief  visit,  hav- 
ing brought  with  him  his  latest  Spanish 
language  picture,  “El  Cementerio  de  las 
Aguilas,”  or  “The  Cemetery  of  the  Eagles.” 


Appeal  “Harvest"  Ban 

New  York — French  Cinema  Center  will 
appeal  the  New  York  state  censors’  ban  on 
“Harvest,”  turned  down  on  the  grounds  it 
was  “immoral  and  would  tend  to  corrupt 
morals.” 


A Five  Per  Cent  Tax  on 
Grosses,  Cuban  Plan 

New  York — The  Cuban  government  is 
threatening  to  impose  an  annual  tax  of  five 
per  cent  on  the  gross  of  all  business,  in- 
cluding theatres,  as  well  as  a quarterly 
tax  of  one  and  three-quarters  per  cent, 
which  would  vitiate  the  present  levy  of 
three  per  cent  on  yearly  grosses  and  one 
and  one-half  per  cent  monthly,  according 
to  Henry  Weiner,  UA’s  manager  in  Cuba. 
He  is  here  for  about  three  weeks  on  a 
combined  pleasure  and  business  trip. 

Although  American  pictures  are  still 
the  dominant  fare  at  about  325  of  Cuba’s 
theatres,  French  films  are  making  tangible 
inroads,  Weiner  states.  He  attributes  this 
to  the  marked  realism  that  is  portrayed, 
as  compared  with  Hollywood  product,  and 
the  fact  that  local  French  distributors 
are  offering  pictures  at  prices  well  under 
normal  in  order  to  gain  a foothold. 

Native  Cuban  producers  will  complete 
about  12  pictures  this  year,  Weiner  adds, 
but  these  offer  very  little  competition  and 
rarely  are  shown  outside  the  island.  Such 
films  are  produced  for  an  average  of  $30,- 
000  and  ^contain  meager  production  and 
entertainment  values,  he  says. 

Havana  is  to  have  a new  1,800-seat 
house,  which  will  be  operated  by  Jose 
Valcarsal  for  American  product  only,  Wein- 
er states. 


Report  Metal  Film  Is 
Success  in  Germany 

New  York — Metal  film  was  used  suc- 
cessfully to  project  motion  pictures  with 
sound  effects  for  the  first  time  after  27 
years  at  a demonstration  made  before  an 
audience  of  experts  at  the  German  Insti- 
tute of  Technical  Research  in  Berlin,  ac- 
cording to  a New  York  Times  dispatch. 

Metal  film,  thinner  than  its  celluloid 
counterpart  and  far  more  resistant  to 
wear  and  exposure,  is  made  either  of  rolled 
iron  bands  with  aluminum  plating  or  of 
aluminum  alloy. 

The  pictures,  instead  of  being  projected 
by  the  transmission  of  light  through  the 
film,  as  in  the  celluloid  process,  are 
thrown  on  the  screen  by  reflection  on  a 
highly  polished  surface. 
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fjARRY  MANDEL,  head  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  the  RKO  circuit,  is 
back  from  his  first  visit  to  the  studios  in 
his  present  capacity  . . . “Is  Jack  Cohn 
in?”  came  a sonorous  chorus  on  the  11th 
floor  of  729.  “Tell  him  the  Three  Crumbs 
are  in  town,”  continued  the  chorus.  The 
Three  Stooges.  Moe  Howard,  Larry  Fine 
and  Curly  Howard,  were  seeking  an  audi- 
ence, and  got  it,  fresh  from  a tour  of 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  . . . Her- 
man Golden  of  Columbia’s  foreign  depart- 
ment, is  on  a six-week  business  survey  of 
Panama  and  Cuba  . . . Joseph  Bernhard 
is  back  from  a short  trip  to  the  coast 
where  he  attended  the  wedding  of  Betty 
Warner  to  Milton  Sperling  . . . Sam  E. 
Morris  sails  July  28  for  South  America  to 
conduct  sales  conventions  in  Rio  de  Janeiro 
and  Buenos  Aires  . . . Grace  Rosenfield, 
eastern  publicity  and  advertising  repre- 
sentative for  Hal  Roach,  has  returned 
from  a holiday  at  Lake  George. 

Rutgers  Neilson,  RKO  publicity  man- 
ager, is  finished  ivith  a week  of  Atlantic 
City  . . . Ike  Lihson,  RKO  theatre  partner 
m Cineinnati.  and  Maury  White,  his  aide, 
were  visitors  with  John  J.  O’Connor  . . . 
Ralph  Branton  and  Joe  Dietch  of  Des 
Moines  and  E.  V.  Richards  of  New  Or- 
leans tvere  around  the  Paramount  offices 
for  executive  conferences  . . . F.  G.  Planas, 
Warner  manager  for  Puerto  Rico,  has  re- 
turned to  his  post  after  a week  of  home 
office  confabs  . . . Ditto  Peter  Colli.  War- 
ner supervisor  for  Cuba,  Mexico,  Panama. 
Peru  and  Central  America,  who  has  gone 
back  to  Havana  headquarters. 

Murray  Silverstone  and  Mary  Pickford 
head  for  the  coast  in  about  a week  for  a 
short  stay.  When  she  returns.  Miss  Pick- 
ford  will  announce  her  production  plans 
. . . David  Loew  is  motoring  east  to  join 
his  brother,  Arthur,  lor  a vacation  on  Long 


Island  Sound  ...  A Monday  arrival  is  Del 
Goodman,  20th-Fox’s  Far  Eastern  mana- 
ger . . . George  Sherman,  Republic  direc- 
tor, is  taking  in  the  sights  during  his  New 
York  vacation  sojourn  . . . Minute  inter- 
view with  Pierpont  Morgan  Hamilton,  Du- 
faycolor  president:  “We  are  still  working 
hard  to  perfect  our  process.  Nothing  new 
yet”  . . . Phil  Laufer  of  the  Criterion  is 
vacationing. 

Jack  Kennedy.  M-G-M  manager  in  Des 
Moines,  is  in  toimi  on  the  Blank-Tri-States 
deal  . . . Jack  Skirball,  who  recently  re- 
signed as  vice-president  of  GN,  left  for 
the  coast,  Friday,  via  Cleveland,  where  he 
stopped  off  to  see  his  family,  to  begin 
work  on  “14  Uneles,’’  first  of  his  new  series 
of  independeiit  pictures  which  probably 
will  be  released  through  GN  . . . Ted 
Schlanger,  Lester  Krieger,  Bob  Lynch  and 
Sam  Appelgate,  all  of  Philadelphia,  the 
first  two  from  the  Warner  circuit  and  the 
latter  Emgeeites,  got  together  for  lunch  at 
the  Astor,  Thursday,  between  product  dis- 
cussions. 

Ed  Nolan,  assistant  manager  at  Walter 
Reade’s  City  Theatre,  is  back  from  a one 
week  vacation-honeymoon  . . . Joe  Localle, 
formerly  assistant  manager  at  the  State, 
New  Brunswick,  has  been  pi’omoted  to 
manager  of  the  Kingston,  Kingston.  Inci- 
dentally, RKO  and  the  Reade  circuit  are 
spending  about  $100,000  remodeling  the 
State,  New  Brunswick,  according  to  Reade 
jr.  . . . Max  Cohen  is  having  two  wells  dug 
at  his  Westchester  home.  At  the  time  of 
this  writing  no  water  was  struck  . . . 
Charles  Stern  has  sold  Ed  Raftery  on  the 
idea  of  seeing  “The  Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask.”  which  incidentally  garnered  $13,- 
000  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  Music  Hall 
run.  This  figure  parallels  the  opening  day’s 
take. 

Lou  Rydell,  advertising  manager  for 


Wedlock  for  Her — 


Ruth  Golden,  daughter  of  Edward  A. 
Golden,  vice-president  of  Monogram. 
She  is  engaged  to  marry  Laurence 
Witten  of  New  York.  The  bride-to-be 
is  currently  in  Hollywood  visiting  her 
brother  and  sister-in-law,  the  Robert 
S.  Goldens. 


Boxoffice,  has  been  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  Picture  Pioneers  . . . Harold  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Milwaukee,  and  Frank  Newman 
sr.,  Seattle,  National  Theatres’  divisional 
operating  heads,  are  due  in  town  Monday 
. . . Lou  Goldberg,  RKO  district  manager, 
is  spending  the  summer  at  Long  Beach  . . . 
Homer  Harman,  Roxy  publicity  head,  re- 
turns Monday  from  his  vacation  in  St. 
Louis,  taking  an  extra  week  because  of  the 
holdover  for  a fourth  stanza  of  “Second 
Fiddle”  . . . Louis  Hyman,  Sol  Lesser’s 
sales  representative,  left  for  the  coast 
Thursday  after  bringing  east  a print  of 
“Way  Down  South”  . . . Pete  Lewis  of  the 
New  York  Film  Board  is  to  become  a father 
shortly  . . . Bill  Herman,  ex-sales  execu- 
tive locally,  is  back  in  exhibition,  having 
re-acquired  the  Hawthorne,  Hawthorne, 
N.  J.  . . . Edward  G.  Robinson  is  spending 
a fortnight’s  vacation  looking  over  the 
Broadway  play  mart  . . . Frank  Kasser 
has  joined  Transatlantic  Films,  according 
to  Eugen  Scharin  . . . Victor  Francen, 
French  star,  is  here  from  France  for  a 
vacation  and  will  head  for  Hollywood  soon. 

Larry  Beatus,  Loew  district  manager,  is 
taking  it  easy  at  Lake  George  with  his 
family  . . . Oscar  A.  Doob  got  back  from  a 
three  weeks’  leisurely-spent  vacation  as  a 
farmer  in  Ohio  and  then  in  Illinois  . . . 
Wally  Caldwell,  manager  of  Loew’s  Valen- 
tine, Toledo,  is  around  town,  visiting  the 
circuit’s  headquarters  and  the  Fair  . . . 
Add  World’s  Fair  visitors  to  the  Para- 
mount hostess  headquarters  presided  over 
by  Evelyn  O’Connell:  The  Gilbert  Cookes 
of  Greenville,  Pa.;  Joseph  Bean  of  Fall 
River;  the  Emmett  Barneses  of  McKees- 
port, Pa.;  M.  M.  Fedehar  of  Akron;  lola 
Lehman,  Catherine  McCall  and  Evangeline 
Kiefer,  all  of  Des  Moines;  Paul  Nallenger, 
Arthur  Hill  and  Douglas  Finch  of  Spar- 
tanburg, S.  C.,  and  O.  W.  Montgomery  jr. 
of  Salisbury,  N.  C.  . . . George  Raft,  here 
from  the  coast,  made  a personal  appear- 
ance at  the  Strand,  Friday,  the  day  his 
co-starrer,  “Each  Dawn  I Die,”  premiered. 


Hollywood  Sends  Two  Visitors — photos  by  cosmo  sn 

071  the  left,  of  course,  is  George  Raft,  who  is  in  from  the  coast  en  route 
to  Europe  and  a vacation.  Having  fmished  the  starring  role  iri  “I  Stole  a. 
Million”  for  Universal,  George  also  made  an  appearance  at  the  Strand  in 
connection  with  the  opening  there  of  “Each  Dawn  I Die”  for  Warner.  To 
the  right  is  Donald  Crisp,  a Hollywood  veteran  and  with  the  latter  studio, 
now  Scotland-bound  on  the  President  Roosevelt. 
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He  sailed  the  next  day  on  a European 
vacation. 

Arthur  Mayer  of  the  Rialto,  Harvard 
and  Haverstraw,  showing  at  Macy’s  for  a 
brush — not  for  the  Mayer  pate — hut  for  the 
Mayer  Irish  setter  . . . Philip  Barbanell, 
assistant  to  Jules  Levy,  has  been  assigned 
to  checking  field  data  for  the  company  in 
connection  with  the  government  suit.  He 
has  been  replaced  by  Grace  Donovan,  for- 
merly secretary  to  Leo  Spitz  . . . Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke  returns  to  London  following  his 
present  Hollywood  commitments  for  a sea- 
son on  the  stage  in  “Shadow  and  Sub- 
stance,” his  Broadway  hit  of  last  year  . . . 
James  Ellison  has  returned  to  the  coast 
after  several  weeks  of  Gotham  and  the 
World’s  Fair  . . . Henry  Gordon,  Para- 
mount’s manager  in  Central  America, 
sailed  Saturday  on  the  Veragua  for  Trini- 
dad by  way  of  Cuba  . . . H.  M.  Richey, 
RKO’s  “trouble  shooter,”  is  visiting  Chi- 
cago, Indianapolis,  Cincinnati  and  Pitts- 
burgh to  look  into  exhibitor  complaints  in- 
volving clearance  and  other  trade  prac- 
tices. He  is  due  back  Wednesday  . . . Rich- 
ard Patterson  jr.,  chairman  of  the  RKO 
board,  is  having  a brand  new  office  pre- 
pared on  the  ninth  floor  of  the  RKO 
Building. 

Elias  Lapiniere,  M-G-M  advertising  ex- 
ecutive in  Prance,  was  a weekend  guest  of 
Dave  Blum’s  at  the  latter’s  farm  at  Long 
Lake,  N.  J.  . . . Laudy  Lawrence,  M-G-M 
continental  head,  is  having  his  sister-in- 
law  come  over  soon  to  make  her  home 
in  this  country  . . . Chick  Evens,  manager 
of  Loew’s,  St.  Louis,  is  spending  his  vaca- 
tion here  checking  into  the  Fair  and  home 
office.  It’s  his  first  trip  here  in  three 
years  . . . Prank  Durkee,  Baltimore  cir- 
cuit head,  has  been  a visitor  about  town 
. . . George  Hickey,  better  known  as  the 
M-G-M  sheriff  and  district  manager  on 
the  coast,  left  Saturday  for  Salt  Lake  City, 
San  Francisco  and  then  back  to  his  head- 
quarters in  Los  Angeles.  He  has  been 
here  several  weeks  on  the  National  Thea- 
tres’ three-year  franchise.  Other  M-G-M 


Stewart  Passes  Through — 

Jimmy,  alighting  at  Newark  from 
plane  from  Washington  where  he  made 
additional  scenes  for  “Mr.  Smith  Goes 
to  Washington.” 


field  executives  in  town  are  Harris  P. 
Wolfberg,  midwest  district  manager,  and 
Frank  Hensler,  Kaycee  branch  manager. 

Jack  Cohn,  president  of  Picture  Pion- 
eers, called  a meeting  of  the  executive 
committee  the  other  day  at  the  Astor  to 
draft  the  by-laws  of  the  new  organization, 
which  promises  to  be  a big  success,  pro- 
vided two  meetings  are  held  a year  . . . 
Lou  Diamond  is  back  from  a quick  trip  to 
the  coast  . . . John  Hay  Whitney  has  re- 
turned from  a visit  to  David  O.  Selznick’s 
production  headquarters  . . . Robert  E. 
Sherwood,  author  of  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois,” has  gone  to  Hollywood  to  check  up 
with  Harry  Goetz  and  Max  Gordon  on 
the  production  for  RKO  . . . Bill  Rodgers 
hopes  to  make  that  belated  trip  to  the 
coast  soon,  as  soon  as  the  final  phases  of 
the  code  are  cleaned  up  and  details  of  the 
National  Theatres  and  Warner  three-year 
franchises  are  concluded. 

Clay  V.  Hake  sailed  on  the  Monterey  for 
Sydney,  Australia,  for  20th-Fox  . . . Moe 
J.  and  Sol  Siegel  of  Republic  plan  to  re- 
turn to  the  coast  shortly  after  H.  J.  Yates 
and  Gene  Autry  sail  for  London,  Wednes- 
day. Autry  arrived  from  Hollywood,  Fri- 
day, and  was  tendered  a reception  in  the 
Pine  Room  of  the  Warwick.  Saturday  was 
named  Gene  Autry  Day  at  the  World’s 
Fair  when  he  was  the  guest  of  Grover 
Whalen  . . . Irving  Barry  has  been  meet- 
ing up  with  his  Antipodes  friends,  lunch- 
ing with  Charles  Munro  and  Maurice  Slo- 
man  of  Hoyts  circuit  in  Australia  ...  Si 
Seadler  says  he  is  rapidly  conquering  the 
gout  and  expects  to  make  his  fall  debut 


when  the  weather  turns  cooler  . . . Lou 
Pollock,  eastern  advertising  manager  at 
Universal,  is  on  the  coast  for  a couple  of 
weeks  . . . Nat  Liebeskind  is  over  his  re- 
cent operation,  although  the  medico  urges 
him  to  take  it  easy  for  a time  . . . Bill 
Hebert,  press  impresario  for  Selznick-In- 
ternational,  is  back  at  the  studio  after  a 
few  weeks  around  town  . . . Grad  Sears  is 
back  from  a quick  trip  to  Chicago. 

Astor  Hunting  Room  scene:  Jimmy 
Grainger  and  Herman  Gluckman  lunching 
with  Arthur  Mayer.  Abe  Blank  roaming 
from  table  to  table  to  greet  friends.  Bill 
Rodgers  with  George  Hickey,  among  oth- 
ers, at  his  usual  table.  The  room  full  of 
M-G-M  sales  managers,  including  Eddie 
Saunders.  Tom  Connors  and  Ted  O’Shea. 
Charlie  McCarthy  and  Morris  Kinzler  at 
ajiother  spot,  as  were  Arthur  Hopkins  and 
Marcus  Heiman,  discussing  the  “legit”  and 
its  estate  these  summer  days.  Max  Cohen 
still  another  one  present  and,  as  usual,  at 
his  small  corner  hard  by  Roagers.  Moe 
Silver  and  Joe  Beriihard  in  a two-way 
huddle  . . . Harold  B.  Franklin  is  here  for 
about  a iveek.  Came  east  with  the  Fox 
West  Coast  crowd. 

Vacation  Varieties:  Leon  Goldberg  heads 
for  Maine  and  a vacation  in  a few  weeks. 
Meanwhile  he’s  poring  over  the  literature 
anent  those  parts  . . . Harry  Pimstein, 
RKO  legalite,  left  over  the  weekend  for 
his  usual  vacation  resort,  Tupper  Lake, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  has  the  promise  of  rounds 
and  rounds  of  golf  . . . Irving  Greenfield 
of  Loew’s  spends  his  weekends  at  Atlantic 
(Continued  on  page  28-B) 


Whitney  Bourne,  Stanton  GriHis"  Bride — 

Aboard  the  Queen  Mary,  due  at  Southampton  Monday  are  Stanton  Griffis 
and  his  bride,  the  former  Whitney  Bourne,  stepdaughter  of  Harvey  D. 
Gibson  who  is  presiderit  of  the  Guaranty  Trust  Co.  and  chairman  of  the 
finance  committee  of  the  New  York  World’s  Fair.  Miss  Bourne  was  mar- 
ried to  Griffis,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  Paramount,  at  the 
Locust  Valley,  N.  Y.,  home  of  the  Gibsons,  the  ceremony  having  been  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Deyo. 

The  bride,  of  a socially  prominent  family,  has  pursued  the  stage  and  films 
as  a career  and  recently  appeared  in  “Flight  From  Glory,”  “Love  in  a 
Basement,”  “Double  Danger”  o,nd  “The  Mad  Miss  Manton”  for  RKO.  Griffis 
also  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Madison  Square  Garden  Corp.,  chair- 
man of  the  finance  committee  of  Cornell  University  and  a special  partner 
in  Hemphill,  Noyes  & Co.  He  is  a member  of  the  Racquet  and  Tennis,  Court 
House,  Cornell,  Rookery  and  New  Canaan  country  clubs.  He  is  an  old  friend 
of  the  bride’s  stepfather. 
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Denies  Columbia  Plea 
For  More  Data 

New  York  — Federal  Judge  John  W. 
Clancy  has  denied  in  full  the  various  ap- 
plications of  Columbia  Pictures  for  an  ad- 
ditional bill  of  particulars  in  connection 
with  the  government  trust  suit. 

Columbia  had  sought  relief  in  several 
forms,  among  them  being  a request  that 
the  complaint  be  dismissed  because  the 
first  bill  of  particulars  was  insufficient 
and  that  the  government  be  precluded  from 
giving  evidence  at  the  trial  other  than  that 
already  submitted. 

The  court  did  not  comment  on,  other 
than  deny  Columbia’s  application  to  pre- 
vent the  U.  S.  from  giving  information  re- 
garding the  Interstate  Circuit,  Inc.,  case 
of  Texas. 

Columbia  had  claimed  that,  since  it  had 
been  defeated  in  this  action  in  the  supreme 
court,  the  government  could  not  use  it 
again,  as  it  would  constitute  punishment 
twice  for  the  same  offense.  The  failure 
of  the  judge  to  make  any  move  regard- 
ing this  matter  may  be  indicative  of  the 
fact  that  the  government  will  be  allowed 
to  cite  cases  heretofore  disposed  of  in  its 
favor  when  the  trial  begins. 


Ask  Full  Particulars 
In  Griffith  Suit 

Oklahoma  City — Demands  that  the  gov- 
ernment specify  names,  locations  and  in- 
stances of  allegedly  monopolistic  practices 
as  charged  by  the  department  of  justice 
in  its  anti-trust  suit  against  the  Griffith 
circuit  and  eight  majors  are  contained  in 
motions  filed  here  by  defendants  for  a 
bill  of  particulars  and  a more  definite 
statement  of  the  charges  against  them. 
The  motions  are  returnable  in  U.  S.  dis- 
trict court  July  27. 

The  defendants,  among  other  things,  ask 
that  the  government  inform  them  of  (1) 
the  names  and  locations  of  theatres  which 
the  Griffith  chain  is  charged  with  being 
able  to  acquire  or  keep  closed  because  of 
their  alleged  control  of  the  territory;  (2) 
the  times  when  and  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  each  of  the  distributor  defend- 
ants are  alleged  to  have  combined  with 
the  Griffith  companies;  (3)  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  claimed  that  Griffith  was 
enabled  to  compel  distributor  defendants 
to  grant  them  exclusive  privileges,  as 
charged;  (4)  the  manner  in  which  the  ex- 
clusive privileges  which  it  is  claimed  Grif- 
fith theatres  enjoy  have  prevented  other 
exhibitors  from  securing  first  class  pic- 
tures, and  (5)  the  name  and  location  of 
each  theatre  the  government  claims  was 
unable  to  obtain  sufficient  first  class  pic- 
tures to  operate  successfully. 

UA,  Columbia  and  Universal  filed  sepa- 
rate motions,  which  differed  in  some  re- 
spects from  those  of  the  other  distributors. 

However,  all  defendants  charge  that  the 
government  has  defined  certain  trade  terms 
in  an  “artificial  way”  in  its  petition  and 
“not  in  accordance  with  their  usual  and 
ordinary  meaning  and  there  is  nothing  in 
the  complaint  to  indicate  that  such  words 
and  phrases  are  defined  in  accordance  with 
their  common  use  and  meaning  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry.” 


It's  $Looomomo 

II  They  Win 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Edward  A. 
Conger  has  ordered  John  Joseph  Da- 
villa  to  furnish  3G  out  of  58  particulars 
requested  by  the  defendants  in  Da- 
villa's  action  against  them.  Defendants 
include  Warner,  all  radio  corporations, 
every  important  music  publishing 
house  in  the  country,  Vitagraph,  Mar- 
cus Loew  Booking  Agency,  and  a num- 
ber of  composers. 

Davilla  claims  that  "The  Desert 
Song"  is  a plagiarism  of  his  song,  "If 
! Were  a Spider  and  You  Were  My 
Fly."  Damages,  if  won,  would  total 
over  $1,000,000,000. 


Cash  Balance  of  $92,587 
In  Industry  Drive  Fund 

New  York — There  is  a cash  balance  of 
$92,587  for  the  Motion  Pictures’  Greatest 
Year,  Inc.,  the  $1,000,000  industry  cam- 
paign conducted  last  fall.  Unpaid  in- 
voices totaling  $19,458  have  yet  to  be 
liquidated.  So  goes  a certified  public  ac- 
countant’s report  to  drive  executives. 

Total  receipts  were  $988,143,  of  which 
$500,000  came  from  producers  and  dis- 
tributors; $250,000  from  affiliated  exhibi- 
tors, and  $237,464  from  independent  opera- 
tors. Largest  expenditure  was  for  news- 
paper advertising,  $479,216.  The  Movie 
Quiz  contest  prizes  totaled  $250,000;  con- 
test fees  and  expenses  were  $25,540;  ex- 
hibitors’ contest  prizes  and  expenses,  $2,- 
143;  production  of  “The  World  Is  Ours,” 
short  subject,  $26,097;  campaign  press 
book,  $12,462;  salaries  for  the  New  York 
office,  $39,437;  regional,  local  and  New 
York  committee  expenses,  $34,645;  Holly- 
wood office  salaries  and  expenses,  $7,837, 
and  salaries  and  expenses  of  traveling 
publicity  men,  $5,021. 

Total  receipts  from  the  sale  of  acces- 
sories were  $198,425,  while  costs  came  to 
$201,447. 

Netter,  Buxbaum,  Ramsaye 
To  Pioneer  Executives 

New  York — Leon  Netter,  Harry  Bux- 
baum and  Terry  Ramsaye  have  been  add- 
ed to  the  executive  committee  of  Picture 
Pioneers,  of  which  Jack  Cohn  is  “house 
manager.” 

During  a committee  luncheon  15  appli- 
cations were  acted  upon.  Those  who  are 
new  members  of  the  organization,  which 
is  made  up  of  film  men  who  have  been 
in  the  industry  for  a minimum  of  25  years, 
include  Phil  Reisman,  William  Fox,  Jos- 
eph Rothman,  J.  A.  Hopfenberg,  Charles 
J.  Gibbon,  Lou  Rydell,  Bert  Ennis,  Adolph 
Haas,  David  A.  Levy,  Nat  Beier,  Elmore 
D.  Heins,  W.  N.  Skirball,  Henri  Elman, 
Alan  Freedman  and  Morris  Joseph. 

The  charter  membership  list  will  remain 
open  until  September,  when  the  group  holds 
its  second  conference.  It  has  been  decided 
to  accept  applications  from  men  living  in 
other  cities. 


Becker  Gets  Motiograph 

Buffalo — Becker  Theatre  Equipment, 
Inc.,  has  been  appointed  authorized  dis- 
tributor of  Motiograph  products  in  the 
Buffalo  territory. 


Approves  RKO  Board 
Election  Petition 

New  York — Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  has  approved  application  of  Irving 
Trust,  trustee  of  RKO,  to  hold  a special 
directors’  meeting  of  the  four  remaining 
directors  of  RKO  to  elect  those  directors 
already  approved  by  the  court.  Of  the 
four  men  still  on  the  board,  two  will  be 
retained. 

Those  retained  are  James  G.  Harbord, 
and  Lunsford  P.  Yandell.  Those  to  be 
elected  will  be  Richard  C.  Patterson  jr.,  as 
chairman  of  the  board;  Raymond  Bill, 
Ned  E.  Depinet,  Thomas  P.  Durell,  Frede- 
rick L.  Ehrman,  L.  Lawrence  Green,  Conde 
Nast,  John  E.  Parsons,  N.  Peter  Rathvon, 
George  J.  Schaefer,  and  W.  G.  Van 
Schmus.  The  new  board  of  13  will  need 
a majority,  or  seven  votes,  for  any  decision. 

Judge  Bondy  also  approved  an  applica- 
tion by  Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  representing 
the  Atlas  Corp.,  proponents  of  the  plan  to 
incorporate  the  new  company  in  Delaware 
immediately.  This  will  be  done  through 
the  filing  of  100  shares  of  the  new  pre- 
ferred and  900  shares  of  the  new  common. 

Rickaby  told  the  court  Atlas  and  its 
associates  expected  to  have  the  underwrit- 
ing agreement  for  the  new  stock  ready  in 
a fortnight. 

Judge  Bondy  then  set  July  31  as  a day 
when  the  agreement  must  be  given  him, 
although  it  can  be  submitted  any  time  be- 
fore. The  hearings  were  concluded  with 
the  filing  of  the  proposed  certificate  of 
incorporation  of  RKO,  drafts  of  the  by- 
laws, and  forms  of  the  new  preferred  and 
common  stock.  Rickaby  declared  at  the 
end,  that  application  to  list  the  new  securi- 
ties with  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange 
wiU  be  made  within  a week. 


Universal  Fills  Current 
Slate  With  Next  Film 

Hollywood — After  12  weeks  of  shooting, 
John  M.  Stahl  has  finished  “The  Modern 
Cinderella,”  the  39th  picture  on  Universal’s 
current  schedule  of  40.  When  the  new 
season  starts,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  president, 
states,  the  company  will  have  16  of  its 
1939-40  features  ready  for  release. 

During  August,  three  of  the  company’s 
biggest  pictures  will  be  launched,  including 
Harry  Edington’s  initial  venture,  “South  of 
the  Amazon,”  according  to  Blumberg.  The 
other  two  will  be  Joe  Pasternak’s  “Destry 
Rides  Again”  and  “Tower  of  London”  with 
Boris  Karloff. 

Capacity  operation  during  the  summer 
will  give  Universal  the  unique  position  of 
having  more  important  films  in  its  ex- 
changes than  at  any  time  in  its  history. 
The  company  will  adhere  to  its  policy  of 
meeting  every  release  date  as  planned. 

Si  Fabian  Administering 
Ettelson  N.  J.  Houses 

New  York — Operation  of  the  late  Dick 
Ettelson’s  theatres  in  New  Jersey  is  being 
continued  by  Si  Fabian,  head  of  the  Fa- 
bian circuit,  and  brother-in-law  of  the 
late  exhibitor. 
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J^OGER  KEMP,  house  manager  at  Keiths, 
now  on  his  vacation  . . . Lawrence 
Randall,  new  doorman  at  the  Lexway, 
comes  from  Kansas  City,  Mo.  . . . Wilbur 
Brizendine,  Rialto  manager,  has  been  re- 
ducing for  the  past  two  months  with  a 
total  loss  of  weight  of  ten  pounds.  Wilbur 
is  now  down  to  a mere  215  . . . Bob  Ash- 
croft, Apollo  manager,  just  back  from  a 
Texas  vacation,  says  he  had  a swell  time. 

Ed  Wyatt,  Preston  manager,  now  back 
on  the  job  after  spending  several  weeks  at 
South  Baltimore  General  Hospital  . . . 
Hippodrome’s  semi-annual  “Stardust  Re- 
vue,” composed  entirely  of  local  talent,  is 
the  best  and  biggest  of  the  series  so  far 
and  is  doing  a tremendous  business.  Sur- 
prise of  the  show  was  the  appearance  of 
Ted  Routson,  producer  of  the  Revue,  as 
master  of  ceremonies.  Cliff  Jarrett,  acting 
manager  while  Bernard  Seaman  is  off  to 
Wildwood,  N.  J.,  on  his  vacation,  is  hav- 
ing his  hands  full  handling  the  capacity 
“Stardust  Revue”  crowds. 

“Chubby”  Caplan,  manager  of  the  Lin- 
den, keeping  bachelor  quarters  since  his 
wife  went  to  the  country  . . . Theatre  Soft- 
ball  League  scores  for  Sunday  are:  Boule- 
vard 10,  Met  7;  Hippodrome  12,  Century  8; 
Broadway  5,  Apollo  4.  Current  standing  of 
teams  are  as  follows:  (1)  Boulevard,  Lost 
0;  won  5;  (2)  Met,  lost  2,  won  3;  (3) 
Broadway,  lost  2,  won  3;  (4)  Hippodrome, 
lost  3,  won  2;  (5)  Century,  lost  4,  won  1; 
(6)  Apollo,  lost  3,  won  0.  By  the  way.  Cliff 
Jarrett,  assistant  manager  of  the  Hippo- 
drome, deserves  credit  for  organizing  the 
Softball  League. 

Al  Vogelstein  of  Baltimore  Poster  and 
R.  Marhenke,  Broadway  manager,  went  on 
a fishing  trip  over  the  weekend  to  Solo- 
mon’s Island.  After  six  hours’  fishing  in  a 
small  launch  in  the  middle  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, Al  caught  one  small  (very  small) 
fish  and  Marhenke  caught  none.  To  top  it 
off,  a sudden  squall  came  up  and  drenched 
the  pair  . . . Leon  Back,  Rome  executive, 
now  home  from  hospital  after  appendix 
removal  and  much  better  . . . Walter 
Cohen,  Leader  manager,  says  it  will  be 
wedding  bells  in  the  fall  . . . H.  A.  Blum’s 
Little  Theatre  brings  back  “Ballerina”  for 
the  third  time. 

The  Variety  Club  Tent  No.  19  with  J.  L. 
Rome,  chief  barker,  and  Frank  Durkee  of 
the  charity  committee,  have  done  a splen- 
did thing  by  sending  ten  crippled  children 
who  have  a chance  of  being  cured  to  a 
summer  home  at  Greentop  . . . Raymond 
Shamos,  Realart  manager,  away  to  Phila- 
delphia on  his  vacation  . . . William  Hicks 
has  added  another  house  to  his  circuit,  the 
Alpha,  Catonsville,  Md.  . . . George  Jacobs 
is  vacationing  at  Atlantic  City  weekends 
. . . Deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  Livingston  on  the  death  of 
their  grandson. 


Coast  Probe  Soon 

Washington — Attorney  General  Frank 
Murphy  declares  the  department  of  jus- 
tice will  call  “without  delay”  a grand  jury 
investigation  at  Los  Angeles  of  alleged 
labor  racketeering,  anti-trust  violations 
and  income  tax  evasions. 


• REVIEW 


FLASHES  • 


BAD  LANDS  (RKO)— With  a different  locale 
and  slight  changes  in  plot  development, 
this  is  a virtual  duplicate  of  the  successful 
“Lost  Patrol"  made  by  RKO  several  years 
ago.  Given  smaller  budget  and  less  im- 
pressive cast,  however,  it  classifies  only  as 
a he-man  western,  in  which  category  it 
will  serve  with  satisfaction.  Robert  Bar- 
rat,  Noah  Beery  jr.,  Andy  Clyde.  Robert 
Sisk  produced;  Lew  Landers  directed. 

HARVEST  (French  Film  Center) — This  im- 
portation ran  afoul  of  New  York  censors. 
It  never  should  have.  It  is  an  adult  picture, 
simple  and  austere,  of  a woman  who  leaves 
her  companion  for  a peasant.  The  farmer 
is  the  last  of  the  villagers,  but  her  love 
inspires  him  to  make  fertile  again  the  soil 
wasted  by  others.  It  is  a fairly  effective 
story  that  suffers  mostly  from  poor  cutting. 
Acting  and  direction,  however,  are  first 
rate. 

ISLAND  OF  LOST  MEN  (Para) — This  jungle 
adventure  yarn  offers  good  exploitation 
possibilities.  It  may  be  second  or  third 
string  casting,  but  the  script  fits  nicely. 
Action  and  suspense  are  plentiful.  Anna 
May  Wong,  J.  Carrol  Noish,  Eric  Blore,  An- 
thony Quimi.  Kurt  Neumann's  direction  is 
smart. 

RENEGADE  TRAIL  (Para) — It  is  easy  to  see 
why  the  Hopalong  Cassidy  series  is  rated 
as  topnotch  western  entertainment  . . . 
the  principals  maintain  a standard  of  act- 
ing far  above  the  usual  sagebrush  his- 
trionics. William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden  and 
Russell  Hopton  invest  the  proceedings  with 
a convincing  note.  Lesley  Selonder  di- 
rected. 

SHOULD  A GIRL  MARRY?  (Mono)— Blackmail 
is  a subject  that  has  a number  of  intriguing 
possibilities  and  Monogram  makes  the  most 
of  them  in  a sturdy  program  picture.  Sus- 
pense is  carefully  sustained  until  the  cli- 
max. Warren  Hull,  Anne  Nagel,  Mayo 
Methot  and  Weldon  Heybum  are  featured. 
Lambert  Hillyer  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


RKO  Salesman  Starts  New 
Short  Subjects  Service 

New  York — A new  RKO  service  to  aid 
local  exhibitors  in  selecting  suitable  short 
subjects  around  which  to  build  their  pro- 
grams has  been  inaugurated  by  John 
Dacey,  RKO  salesman  at  the  local  ex- 
change. 

The  screenings  take  place  once  a week, 
on  Tuesday  between  2 and  4 p.  m.  Dacey 
usually  runs  off  the  regular  Wednesday 
Pathe  newsreel  release,  the  current  March 
of  Time,  and  from  six  to  eight  shorts, 
both  one  and  two  reelers. 


]y[ORTON  LEVY,  20th-Fox’s  drive  leader, 
will  preside  at  a meeting  to  be  held 
Tuesday  at  the  local  exchange  with  all 
employes  in  attendance  . . . The  Variety 
Club  of  Baltimore  held  its  annual  outing 
July  14  on  the  banks  of  the  Magothy  river 
. . . J.  C.  Hester,  Ritz,  Chatham,  Va.,  is 
spending  his  vacation  in  Pensacola,  Fla. 

. . . RKO’s  Helen  Paulson  and  Clara  Car- 
not are  suntanning  . . . A.  J.  Bachrach, 
manager  of  the  Calvert,  enjoyed  a varied 
vacation  with  visits  to  the  Fair  and  scenic 
Virginia. 

Mrs.  “Pat”  Smith,  Monogram,  checked 
off  another  milestone  July  10  . . . Joe 
Cohan,  20th-Fox  office  manager,  is  head- 
ing for  Miami  on  his  vacation  . . . Mona 
Pollock,  20th-Fox’s  accessory  secretary, 
was  married  on  the  Fourth  and  is  now 
known  as  Mrs.  J.  Glass  . . . Lou  Gullen, 
Capitol,  Lawrenceville,  Va.,  is  a regular  fan 
at  night  ball  games  in  his  toion  . . . Seen 
along  the  Row:  Spud  Querry  of  Marion, 
Va.,  Danny  Weinberg,  Bedford  Amusement 
Co.;  Charles  Anderson,  Alpine  circuit,  and 
George  Jacobs,  Baltimore. 

Oddity:  The  Baltimore-Richmond-Phila- 
delphia-Washington  columns  in  the  July 
8 issue  broke  with  the  name  “Sam”  . . . 
how  that  guy  gets  around!  . . . Don  Kelsey, 
Rocky  Mount,  Va.,  joins  John  Caldwell, 
Appomattox  in  playing  the  national  pas- 
time in  their  respective  communities  . . . 
Harold  Depkin,  son  of  Salem’s  Bernie  Dep- 
kin,  has  returned  from  his  honeymoon 
and  is  making  his  home  in  Salem,  Va.  . . . 
Louis  and  Abe  Cohen,  owners  of  the  New 
Essex,  Essex,  Md.,  have  had  16  bowling 
alleys  installed  in  their  newly  erected 
building  . . . Gene  McCurdy,  Baltimore, 
advises  that  his  Eureka  Theatre  is  now 
operating  on  a summer  schedule. 

Filmrow  was  saddened  with  the  news 
that  the  grandchild  of  Baltimore’s  Barney 
Livingston,  who  recejitly  arrived  from  De- 
troit, was  accidentally  drowned  at  a local 
beach  . . . Lawrence  Ady,  RKO’s  accessory 
manager,  is  vacationing  in  the  big  city  . . . 
Johnny  Garst,  Roxy,  Martinsville,  has  re- 
turned to  his  duties  after  a recent  illness 
. . . Angie  Luzi,  Clark  Film,  is  heading  for 
Woodland  Beach  for  her  fortnight  of  fun 
. . . Sam  Wheeler,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager, is  visiting  the  accounts  in  Norfolk 
arid  Portsmouth. 

Partnership  Incorporated 
By  Mayer  and  Burstyn 

New  York — Arthur  Mayer  and  Joseph 
Burstyn,  long  partners  in  the  distribution 
of  foreign  films,  have  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  Mayer-Burstyn,  Inc.  The 
move,  it  is  understood,  has  been  made  to 
facilitate  an  expansion  in  activity. 

Bm’Styn  returns  Wednesday  on  the 
Champlain  after  a seven -week  stay  abroad 
where  he  has  been  negotiating  with  Eng- 
lish and  French  producers. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  00. 

IKE  liATZ,  Sales  Mgrr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
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A IL  n A W Y 

■pOMMY  MABTELLE,  booker  for  army 

theatres  at  Plattsburgh,  Sacketts  Har- 
bor and  Pine  Camp  (latter  a summer  spot) , 
was  on  Filmrow.  Ditto,  Bill  Kraemer, 
Schine  booker,  and  Frank  Williams,  Ben- 
ton booker.  Also  Harvey  English  of  the 
English  circuit,  with  headquarters  at  the 
Capitol,  Hancock:  Allen  Sirrine,  Empire, 
Port  Henry;  Morris  Schulman.  Gaiety,  In- 
let and  owner  of  theatres  in  other  towns; 
Ernest  George  (Ernie)  Dodds,  Palace.  Lake 
Placid;  Phil  Baroudi,  Happy  Hour,  North 
Creek,  and  the  Lake,  Indian  Lake;  Walter 
Wertime,  Chestertown,  Chestertown;  Viv- 
ian Sweet,  Star,  Salem. 

Don  Reed,  district  ad  sales  manager  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  visited  Manager  Moe 
Grassgreen  and  staff  of  local  branch.  His 
headquarters  are  in  Hew  York  . . . Wayne 
Carnigan,  20th  Century-Fox  shipper,  spent 
his  vacation  at  World's  Fair  . . . Al  March- 
etti.  Universal  hooker,  was  on  vacation. 
Mrs.  Bernard  Mantha.  Universal  secretary, 
spending  hers  in  Philadelphia  and  Atlantic 
City  . . . Eileen  Downs,  secretary  to  Lou 
Golding,  Fabian  division  manager,  motor- 
ed to  Cleveland  for  a two  weeks’  stay. 

Harlen  Memorial  Hall  in  Essex  reported 
closed  as  a picture  theatre.  Eugene  Van 
Ornum  operated  it  part  time  in  the  sum- 
mer, sharing  with  the  Essex  Players.  Latter 
stock  company  is  still  holding  forth  there 
. . . Charlie  Gerard,  of  the  Lyric,  Faust 
or  Tupper  Lake  Junction  (town  is  known 
under  both  names),  doubles  as  manager 
of  the  Tupper  Lake  Golf  Club  during  the 
summer.  His  wife  assists  him  in  both  spots. 

Engagement  of  Miss  Elise  Cohn,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Isadore  Cohn  and  Mrs.  Cohn 
of  Hew  Orleans,  to  Robert  Mitchel  (.Bob) 
Rosenthal,  manager  of  Warner's  Ritz,  has 
been  announced.  Wedding  will  take  place 
in  the  fall. 

Managers  and  bookers  in  Albany  ex- 
changes have  been  invited  by  J.  Meyer  and 
Louis  Schine  to  be  guests  August  3,  final 
day  of  the  annual  Schine  managers’  con- 
vention in  Gloversville.  Managers  and  em- 
ployes of  the  circuit  in  upstate  New  York, 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania  and  other 
states  will  be  present.  Tlrursday  is  a field 
day,  bringing  home  office  executives  and 
trade  press  men  from  New  York  and  ex- 
changemen  from  Albany,  Buffalo,  Cleve- 
land and  other  key  cities  serving  Schine 
theatres.  A golf  tournament,  an  outdoor 
steak  dinner  and  an  evening  of  festivities 
are  on  the  program. 

Schoharie  Chamber  of  Commerce  pre- 
sents a free  motion  picture  show  on  Main 
Street  Thursday  nights,  buying  films  off 
the  commitments  of  Mitchell  Conery,  own- 
er of  Schoharie  Theatre.  Conery  closes  the 
house  that  night,  it  is  said.  The  practice 
of  screening  free  shows  during  the  summer 
months  has  been  followed  by  the  Schoharie 
C.  of  C.  for  some  years.  It  is  done  to  stimu- 
late business  by  attracting  farmers  from 
the  surrounding  areas.  'Vacationists  and 
tourists  are  also  drawn  in.  While  the  plan 
has  been  employed  elsewhere.  Schoharie 
has  achieved  the  most  success.  The  co- 
operation of  Conery  is  reported  to  be  one 
reason  for  this.  Portable  equipment  is  used 
and  a full  show  is  presented. 

Paul  Goldman,  of  New  York,  booker  of 


non-theatrical  accounts,  was  on  Pllmrow 
arranging  shows  for  Top  Ridge  Camp, 
Lake  Clear  Junction,  in  the  Adirondacks. 
Several  bills  scheduled  weekly.  Said  that 
Goldman  also  books  here  for  the  Yacht 
Club,  Thousand  Island  Park.  Grand  Hotel 
at  Highmount  in  the  Catskills  is  playing 
pictures,  too.  Books  first  run  pictures. 

Ralph  Ripps,  younger  brother  of  Her- 
Ripps,  recently  transferred  from  Metro’s 
Albany  sales  staff  to  the  Hew  Jersey  ter- 
ritory, is  new  assistant  M-G-M  booker  here. 
Local  Metro  office  gave  Herman  Ripps  a 
farewell  party  July  16. 

William  Haines,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Stanley,  Utica,  and  Mrs.  Haines  are  on  a 
cruise  to  South  America  . . . Sid  Sommers, 
manager  of  the  chain’s  Lincoln,  Troy,  re- 
turned from  a vacation  at  Lake  Placid  . . . 
J.  E.  Curley,  advertising  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Curley  were  at  Cape  Cod  for  two 
weeks. 

Warner  and  Fabian  circuits  are  now 
using  cooperative  group  advertising  for 
their  Troy  houses.  Plan  does  not  preclude 
special  copy  for  individual  pictures.  On 
ordinary  insertions,  when  copy  is  double 
column,  a banner,  “Troy’s  Leading  The- 
atres,” is  run.  Positions  of  the  theatre 
names,  Proctor’s  (Fabian),  Troy,  Lincoln, 
American  and  Warner’s  vary  daily.  Same 
is  true  on  single  column  insertions.  Four 
houses  are  listed  in  a row.  Warner  and 
Fabian  pool  in  Troy,  according  to  Film- 
row  men. 

AAAA  Jurisdiction  Hold 
Is  Threatened  Anew 

New  York — The  jurisdiction  of  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of  America 
which  was  threatened  not  so  long  ago 
by  the  lATSE  may  re-crystallize  as  a re- 
sult of  the  revocation  of  the  charter  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Actors  and  the 
formation  of  the  American  Guild  of  Va- 
riety Artists  to  take  its  place. 

William  Green,  president  of  the  AFL, 
is  responsible  for  throwing  a monkey 
wrench  into  the  proceedings.  In  a tele- 
gram to  J.  W.  Buzzell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Central  Labor  Council,  Green  said:  “We 
still  recognize  the  AFA  as  part  of  the 
AFL.” 

What  significance  this  message  has  at 
this  time  will  be  revealed  when  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  the  AFL  convenes 
early  in  August. 

Currently,  the  dispute  has  switched  to 
the  courts  where  Justice  Edward  McGold- 
rick  is  hearing  the  application  of  the  AFA 
for  injunction  to  restrain  the  4 A’s  from 
soliciting  members  for  their  new  union, 
from  interfering  with  the  business  of  the 
AFA,  either  through  their  books,  records 
or  documents. 


Independent  Production 
Takes  Skirball  West 

Hollywood — Jack  Skirball,  recently  re- 
signed as  vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction for  Educational-Grand  National, 
arrives  here  Monday  to  continue  inde- 
pendent production  under  the  Arcadia 
banner. 

Skirball  will  continue  to  release  through 
Educational-Grand  National  for  an  indefi- 
nite period.  In  the  meantime,  he  expects 
to  close  a distribution  deal  with  a major. 


^HE  Wilmer  & Vincent  Duckpin  League 

wound  up  its  summer  season  with  the 
Park  team  leading  by  one  game.  Keith 
Caudle  of  the  Colonial  team  holds  both  the 
game  and  set  records  with  143  and  390. 
Charlie  Hulbert’s  Lee  boys  rolled  a record 
set  of  1,528  and  Lee  Smoot’s  boys  had 
high  game,  535  . . . E.  M.  Doar,  manager 
of  the  Rappana  in  Tappahannock,  was 
elected  vice-presient  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce. 

The  national  will  close  on  July  26  for 
general  renovations,  opening  again  in 
September  with  a vaudeville  and  picture 
policy  . . . Bob  Egan,  manager  of  the  Park, 
proudly  announces  contracts  had  been  let 
for  the  installation  of  a cooling  system  in 
his  theatre  . . . Otis  Kyger,  former  relief 
manager  for  Wilmer  & Vincent,  came 
dow7i  from  Reading  and  took  his  family 
up  to  stay  a week  with  him  . . . Eddie 
Martin,  Republic  salesman,  and  Ben  Cap- 
Ion,  Columbia  ditto,  were  in  town  . . . 
Frances  Stenchfield,  cashier  at  Loew’s,  has 
returned  from  vacationing  at  Virginia 
Beach  . . . Omah  Owen,  assistant  doorman 
at  the  Colonial,  has  been  vacationing  at 
Hewport  Hews  ...  A.  Frank  O’Brien,  city 
manager  for  Wilmer  & Vincent,  and  his 
wife  have  left  on  a vacation  trip  to  the 
coast.  They  expect  to  be  away  about  three 
weeks  . . . Motion  pictures  were  shown  at 
Carter  Jones  Playground  by  General 
Motors.  Included  in  the  free  show  were 
cartoons,  news  events  and  commercial 
films. 

Ralph  Binns,  Washington  manager  for 
Horlacher  Film  Delivery,  was  a visitor  . . . 
Dave  Peterson,  Altec  engineer,  is  in  town 
relieving  Mervin  Ullman,  who  is  vaca- 
tioning in  New  England  . . . Thomas  Pitts, 
manager  of  the  East  End  and  Patrick 
Henry,  has  made  several  changes  in  the 
staffs  of  both  theatres.  Margaret  Cobb 
succeeded  her  sister  as  cashier  at  the 
East  End.  Helen  Savager  is  now  the  cashier 
of  the  Patrick  Henry.  Wilbur  Johnson  was 
promoted  to  doorman  at  the  East  End  and 
Irving  Lowery  was  added  to  the  service 
staff. 

Alex  Ravdin,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
has  also  added  several  new  members  to 
his  service  staff.  Louis  Pollar  and  Leroy 
Hutzler  were  promoted  to  doorman  and 
assistant  doorman,  respectively , and  Henry 
Hawkins  and  James  O’Dell  are  now  ushers. 
Earl  MacDonald,  producers  representative 
on  the  board  of  censors,  visited  the  World’s 
Fair  . . . Harris  Williams,  poster  artist  for 
neighborhood  Theatres,  went  fishing  down 
in  York  River  . . . Percy  Pollard,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Capitol,  relieved  Joe  Mul- 
len, manager  of  the  Bellevue,  who  vaca- 
tioned at  Virginia  Beach. 

Century  Readopts  Games 
When  Agreement  Fails 

New  York — After  neighboring  houses 
declined  to  cooperate.  Century’s  12  thea- 
tres in  Brooklyn  and  Queens  which 
dropped  games  for  two  weeks,  resumed 
July  21.  Freddie  Schwartz  informs  Box- 
office,  patrons  were  going  to  theatres 
where  games  were  in  vogue  and  the  plan 
to  resume  was  adopted  before  the  experi- 
ment to  do  without  them  became  costly. 
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You  wouldn’t 

wear  this  suit 
on  a 

Modern  Beach 
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Mere’s  an  iin[M>rlaiil  la<‘l  to  reiiieiiil)er  Hollywood 
is  now  producin':  finer  sound  llian  ever  before  be- 
eanse  movie  fans  demand  irood  sound.  I’o  [>roperly 
reproduce  it  and  build  up  \our  bnsines.s  install 


New  RCA  Photophone  Magie  Voiee  of  the  Sereen 

. , , ...  , ..  ,v  . —arailaltle  tit  low  cost  to 

With  Kolaiy  htahilizer  plus  hhoek-rrool  Drive  theatres  of  every  size! 


Lkt's  i.ook  at  FAC  rs.  ^ on  can 
isbow  the  finest  pictures  in  tlie 
world  but  you’ll  have  empty 
seats  in  vour  theatre  if  the  sound 
is  [)oor.  Because  nowadays  movie 
fans  know  good  sound  from  bad — 
and  patronize  the  theatre  wliere 
listening  is  as  much  fun  as  looking. 

Hollywood  knows  this  and 
that’s  why  Hollywood  puts  such 
excellent  sound  on  its  films.  But 
how  about  \ on  are  \ on  letting 

K < . \ I ’li«  rtophtiiu*  .Her  \ i<'e  orgti  ii  i/.a  ( loii  lian  a low 


an  outmoded  soumi  system  hurt 
vour  takes'.' 

1 1 will  |>ay  you  to  find  out  afiout 
the  neti'  BCA  Photophone  Magie 
Voiee  of  the  Screen.  I' or  here’s  the 
equipment  huilt  for  true  reproduc- 
tion of  modern  movie  sound.  It’s 
the  tonic  your  ho\  office  needs. 
And  its  low  cost  will  surprise  you. 
just  as  its  many  new  features  will 
deligb  t von.  Full  details  fr<*m  \ our 
B(]  \ Photophone  representative. 

r«»H|  I )i«‘a  I re  st'rx  ift*  plan  in  w hirh  > tni'l  1 In*  in  I «*«l 


Only  the  iNew  Magie  Voice 
of  the  Sereen  offers 
all  tin  *se  Features! 

riiis  siplentiitl  new  e<|uipinent  gi>  es  yon  full 
aHHiiranre  of  I'oiiiHtant  film  speed  In  adtiing 
the  ama:iting  new  Shoek-Proof  I)ri>  e !o  the 
famous  Rotary  Slahtlizer!  Resides  this  great 
feature,  the  new  Magie  V Oice  hrlrigs  you 


voice 


new  st>)iug,  new  protect  ion.  new  eonve- 
iiience,  new  added  reserve  power  and  many 
other  outstaiuling  prot}/s  that  it’s  the  hest 
Value  >ou've  ever  seen!  .Vsk  y»)ur  RCA 
Photoplione  representative  for  complete 
inforniation. 

Reiter  sound  means  better  box  ofTi<;e — 
and  RCIA  tubes  mean  better  sound. 


THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  MOVIE  HAS  SEATS  CUSHIONED 

U.  S.  ROYAL  FOAM  SPONGE 


What  is  U.  S.  ROYAL  FOAM  SPONGE? 


Pure  milk  of  rubber  trees,  whipped 
into  foam  with  air,  then  molded  by  the 
U.  S.  Rubber  process  that  assures  per- 
manence. Unlike  ordinary  “sponge,” 
it  does  not  get  brittle  with  age  — but 
holds  its  original  shape  and  resiliency. 
(Foam  Sponge  cushions  installed  on 
transcontinental  buses  over  five  years 


ago  have  outlasted  several  sets  of 
cover  fabric — and  indicate  many  more 
years’  perfect  service).  A cooler, 
cleaner  seat  — penetrated  by  millions 
of  air  pores  which  all  connect  and 
breathe  every  time  the  occupant  moves, 
carrying  away  body  heat  before  it 
can  accumulate.  Write  for  all  the  fads. 


T rode  Mark 
Reg.  U.S. 
Pat.  Off. 


MORE  RESTFUL 

because  it  floats  the  body 
on  millions  of  tiny  air 
cushions. 

SAVES  UPKEEP 

because  it  replaces  all  the 
“innards”  of  seats  with  a 
single  SAG-PROOF  unit. 

WRITE  FOR  NAMES 

of  theatres  using  Foam 
Sponge  and  leading  seating 
companies  who  supply  it. 


UNITED  STATES 
RUBBER  COMPANY 

Mishawaka,  Indiana 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  22,  1939 


31 


•fffeAWVjJ 


An  all  new,  com 


pletely  upholstered 

Low  Priced  Theatre  Chair 


Designed  and  engineered  by  the 
creators  of  the  famous 

r>v  AMERICAN 


Restful 


Chairs 


Samples  Now 
on  Display 
at  all  Ojjices 
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This  is  the  time  of  year  when  picture  show  business 
takes  it  on  the  chin. 

Some  exhibitors  take  the  cue  from  their  deserting 
customers  and  go  fishing  while  the  crowds  gather  at 
outdoor  concerts,  chigger-infested  picnics,  bathing 
beaches,  night  baseball  games  and  numerous  other 
negative  attractions  that  run  counter  to  boxoffice  re- 
ceipts during  the  dog  days. 

A few  theatres  of  that  certain  (but  vanishing)  type 
may  close  up  completely  during  hot  weather.  Prop- 
erly air  conditioned  houses  stay  open  and  prosper 
during  July  and  August,  as  sweet  havens  of  relaxation 
for  the  heat-bothered  and  humidity-harassed  public. 

But  in  the  main,  theatre  business  is  never  so  hot  as 
the  weather  at  this  time  of  year.  Consequently,  it's  a 
mighty  good  time  to  do  things  that  need  doing. 

Midsummer  modernization  suggests  itself  because 
the  work  involved  entails  a minimum  loss  during  the 
current  lull  as  compared  to  other  seasons.  Even  a com- 
plete shut-down  for  renovation  and  repairs  is  less  costly 
now  than  later.  Besides,  the  operating  staff  may  need 
a vacation. 

Getting  ready  for  an  auspicious  Fall  Reopening 
should  be  the  chief  object  of  management  during 
these  months  when  the  fickle  public  flirts  with  outdoor 
pastimes.  Then,  too,  the  present  buyer's  market  un- 
questionably will  be  reversed  with  the  end  of  summer 
and  commodities  will  cost  more. 

Smart  showmen  whose  places  of  business  are  in 
need  of  refreshment  and  repairs  will  use  the  re- 
mainder of  this  month  and  all  of  Au- 
gust to  put  their  houses  in  a more  inviting 
state  for  a business  comeback  earlier  in 
the  Autumn. 
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By  Ansel  M.  Moore 


LD  FATHER  TIME  has  played  some 
shabby  tricks  on  theatre  buildings 
during  the  past  decade.  Not  only 
has  he  reversed  architectural  design  trends 
and  outmoded  many  of  the  materials  once 
used  in  the  formation  of  theatre  faces;  he 
has  actually  conspired  with  the  neglect  of 
property  maintenance  to  create  a bad  state 
of  affairs  for  many  of  our  elderly  and 
more  or  less  emaciated  movie  houses. 

The  plight  of  the  20-year-old  picture 
show  house  and  even  some  of  its  younger 
successors  in  interest,  which  Father  Time 
has  touched  not  too  lightly,  is  most  poig- 
nant. But  much  of  the  aftermath  might 
have  been  prevented  had  restorative  meas- 
ures been  taken  during  the  early  approach 
of  senility.  There  is  no  question  but  what 
earlier  facelifting  would  have  saved  the 
situation  for  some  of  our  veteran  cinemas 
which,  steadily  losing  favor  with  the  pub- 
lic, have  been  severely  side-swiped  by  all 
sorts  of  competition. 

Hope  for  Old  Houses 
Still,  the  case  of  the  old  theatre  is  not 
necessarily  hopeless.  In  fact,  there  is  more 


hope  for  its  rapid  recovery  today  than 
probably  at  any  time  during  its  hectic 
history  because  there  are  now  means  and 
methods  by  which  old  buildings  may  be 
rejuvenated  economically  and  made  even 
more  beautiful  than  they  were  in  the  be- 
ginning. And  a substantial  part  of  the 
good  fortune  is  that  it  doesn’t  cost  too 
much  to  make  an  old  theatre  as  attrac- 
tive or  even  more  beautiful  than  it  was  at 
its  beginning.  The  “new  cosmetics’’  for 
restoring  the  bloom  of  youth  to  ancient 
theatre  buildings  are  most  versatile. 

Thanks  to  science  in  industry,  these  mod- 
ern materials  for  theatre  face-lifting  make 
beauty  treatment  just  about  the  easiest  and 
least  expensive  thing  a theatre  owner  can 
do  to  enhance  the  exterior  sales  appeal 
of  his  house  and  thus  give  competition  a 
real  set-back  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 

While  there  are  many  other  factors  of 
property  modernization  that  must  attend 
the  successful  operation  of  theatres  today, 
the  frontal  portion  of  the  premises  is  un- 
questionably among  the  firsts  in  import- 
ance because  it  is  the  greeting  element  of 


show  business.  It  gives  the  public  a first 
impression — an  impression  that  may  either 
serve  to  attract  or  discourage  patronage. 

Space  will  not  permit  us  to  particularize 
on  the  technical  processes  now  generally 
referred  to  as  “structural  face-lifting”  for 
old  theatres.  We  won’t  attempt  to  tell  our 
readers  just  how  to  go  about  the  beauty 
treatment  which  might  be  prescribed  for 
outmoded  theatre  fronts.  However,  we  will 
make  brief  reference  hereinafter  to  some 
of  the  most  popular  media  and  approved 
methods  involved  in  the  treatment. 

Remove  Old  Reminders 

Where  the  super-structure  of  an  old 
theatre’s  front  elevation  is  reasonably 
sound  or  can  be  made  so  by  shoring  and 
shaping  up,  the  structural  plastic  surgery 
we  advocate  presents  a rather  simple  al- 
teration problem  with  a minimum  of  strain 
on  the  bank  account.  The  job  should  be 
approached  in  an  orderly  manner,  how- 
ever. As  in  other  important  phases  of 
theatre  property  rehabilitation,  face-lift- 
ing should  proceed  only  after  the  effect 
desired  has  been  worked  out  carefully  and 
visualized  clearly  on  the  drawing  board 
of  some  designer  who  knows  his  business 
and  is  familiar  with  the  functions  of  a 
theatre  front. 

The  shape,  size,  condition,  lighting  ef- 
fect and  appearance  of  the  old  front  ele- 
vation all  may  be  subject  to  substantial 
change  since  the  object  of  a face-lifting 
operation  is  to  create  an  entirely  new 
scene.  Therefore,  the  whole  frontage  area 
should  be  considered  and  the  alteration 
carried  out  so  completely  that  location  is 
practically  the  only  reminder  of  the  past. 
The  transformation  should  be  all-inclusive 
for  best  effect  on  public  Interest. 

The  designer  of  a new  front  for  an  old 
theatre  should  be  given  a reasonably  free 
hand.  Often  his  talents  are  cramped  too 
tightly  by  the  owner’s  demands  to  stay 
within  the  traditional.  When  that  hap- 
pens, the  face-lifting  job  is  but  partial  and 
the  result  often  disappointing.  It  is  better 
to  stray  a bit  from  the  usual  or  expected 
when  it  comes  to  putting  on  a new  theatre 
front. 

The  purpose  of  a theatre  front  is  ful- 
filled only  when  every  part  of  the  entire 
facial  elevation  is  in  harmony  of  design  and 
coloring  and  properly  equipped  to  serve  its 
principal  and  only  fimction;  i.  e.  Adver- 
tising Display.  Our  general  observations 
of  existing  theatre  fronts  cause  us  to 
wonder  if  many  designers  of  these  facades 
haven’t  overlooked  or  disregarded  that  very 
pertinent  point. 

Rule  of  Predominance 

The  first  step  in  an  old  theatre’s  facial 
transformation  should  be  a studied  survey 
of  existing  conditions.  Since  long  range 
visibility  is  a strong  consideration  today, 
when  other  business  institutions  are  stead- 
ily encroaching  upon  the  theatre’s  right  and 
title  to  public  interest,  the  new  face  ought 
to  be  one  that  can  be  seen  and  admired 
from  maximum  distance  and  from  as  many 
angles  of  vision  as  possible. 

The  actual  face  of  the  entire  front  ele- 
vation must  serve  its  vital  purpose  as  a 


The  lower  section  of  the  new  face  of  the  old  Union  Theatre,  at  St.  Louis  (project 
described  fully  on  page  58  of  this  issue),  is  of  structural  glass  in  two  tones,  sun-tan 
and  deep  marbleized  blue.  The  upper  portion  above  the  canopy  is  of  stucco  in  com- 
plementary colors.  The  architect,  Bruce  F.  Barnes. 
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permanent  background  for  brilliant  light- 
ing and  compelling  copy  display.  It  must 
be  sufficiently  colorful  to  attract  attention 
adequately  without  illumination  in  the  day- 
time and  of  a design  that  makes  it  stand 
out  and  apart  from  its  surroundings  both 
day  and  night.  Regardless  the  size  or  lo- 
cation of  the  theatre,  this  “rule  of  pre- 
dominance” should  always  apply. 

Pictures  of  several  theatre  fronts  shown 
here  serve  quite  aptly  to  illustrate  the 
point  raised.  Each  is  typical  of  the  pre- 
dominating trend  in  theatre  facia.  Each 
of  these  illustrations  bears  evidence  of  the 
effectiveness  of  several  types  of  modern 


In  the  York  Theatre,  at  Elmhurst,  Illi- 
nois, the  architect  Roy  B.  Blass  utilized 
the  flexibility  of  colorful  porcelain 
enamel  units  as  a face-lifting  medium. 
The  flutes  and  mullions  are  in  bur- 
gundy on  a cream  background.  (Photos 
courtesy  Porcelain  Products  Company.) 


materials  now  popularly  used  in  theatre 
face-lifting. 

The  prevalent  practice  in  theatre  face- 
lifting is  to  completely  resurface  the  old 
facade  with  one  or  more  of  a number  of 
exterior  facing  materials  such  as  are  now 
available  for  the  purpose.  The  wide  color 
selection  of  these  new  materials  and  their 
ease  and  economy  of  application  over  old 
surfaces  give  the  designer  of  smart  thea- 
tre fronts  a wide  range  of  resources  for 
working  out  effects  of  beauty  and  perma- 
nence as  a background  for  most  produc- 
tive advertising  display. 

Opaque  structural  glass  is  now  a most 
popular  medium  for  theatre  fronts.  The 
new  fronts  of  glass  are  characterized  by 
neat  and  simple  lines  carried  out  in  an 
all-over  design  in  a combination  of  colorful 
glass  and  gleaming  metal  trim. 

Porcelain  enamel  is  another  surfacing 
product  that  is  coming  into  use  rapidly  for 


Terra-cotta  in  a duo-tone  of  dubonnet 
and  yellow  was  the  medium  used  in 
making  a new  face  for  the  Road  Thea- 
tre, in  Chicago.  A typically  smart  facial 
treatment  for  small  houses.  George 
Mitchell  was  the  architect. 


theatre  face-lifting.  It,  too,  is  colorful, 
easy  to  clean  and  lends  itself  readily  to 
the  modern  design  for  theatre  fronts. 

Then  also  there  are  numerous  plastic 
materials  such  as  terra  cotta  and  certain 
synthetic  compositions  in  colorful  simu- 
lation of  the  genuine  in  marble  and  other 
expensive  stone  facing  media  that  may  be 
added  to  the  “new  cosmetics”  now  to  be 


A particularly  pleasing  facial  treatment 
for  small  theatres  is  presented  in  this 
after-modernization  picture  of  the 
Hegewisch  Theatre,  in  a southern  suburb 
of  Chicago.  The  “cosmetic”  in  this  case 
was  porcelain  enamel.  The  cream  por- 
tion above  the  canopy  is  on  a 14-foot 
radius,  which  gives  character  to  the 
facade.  Roy  B.  Blass  was  the  designer. 


recommended  for  theatre  facial  surgery. 

Scintillating  glass  blocks  are  also  com- 
ing into  extensive  use  as  a structural  me- 
dium for  theatre  fronts  and  bulkheads  for 
decorative  effect  where  special  flood  and 
color  lighting  from  behind  is  desired. 

Durability  and  permanence  is  a particu- 
lar quality  of  practically  all  these  new 
products  that  lend  themselves  so  readily 
to  the  rejuvenation  of  old  theatre  fronts. 
They  can  be  cleaned  and  polished  as  easily 
as  a plate  glass  window  and  their  sur- 
faces are  generally  moisture-  and  acid- 
proof  and  unaffected  by  weather  and  ordi- 
nary wear. 

Pre-fabricated  Facia 

Theatre  facial  treatment  has  arrived  at 
a stage  of  specialization  today.  Indeed,  an 
entire  theatre  front  including  the  boxof- 
fice  and  poster  display  frames  may  now 
be  purchased  in  pre-fabricated  form  ready 
for  application  to  the  front  of  most  any 
old  theatre  that  needs  a face-lifting.  Even 
the  main  sign  display  cases  and  marquee 
attraction  boards  can  be  worked  into  the 
scheme  with  excellent  effect  by  a capable 
designer  who  is  skilled  in  the  art  of  mod- 
ern advertising  display. 

So,  the  case  of  the  old  theatre  whose 
beauty  of  countenance  has  been  marred 
by  the  ravages  of  time  is  not  by  any  means 
hopeless.  Its  original  face  may  never  have 
been  sufficiently  striking  or  beautifid  to 
command  the  public  attention  and  respect 
our  modern  theatres  must  have. 

Changing  fashions  in  frontage  may  have 
left  the  old  house  far  behind;  but  the 
ownership  can  take  heart  and  encourage- 
ment from  the  fact  that  a faded  and  oth- 
erwise unattractive  theatre  front  can  now 
be  beautified  without  being  entirely  dis- 
mantled. 

There  are  perhaps  many  things  that 
ought  to  be  done  to  revive  public  interest 
in  picture  entertainment;  but  we  can  think 
of  no  better  way  to  bestow  a favor  on  the 
boxoffice  of  an  old  theatre  than  to  give 
it  a brand  new  front. 

Midsummer — right  now — is  a most  sen- 
sible time  to  perform  the  face-lifting  opera- 
tion, while  the  public  flirts  with  outdoor 
pastimes.  Thus  to  be  ready  for  an  aus- 
picious Fall  Season  re-opening  with  a fes- 
tive new  front.  The  effect  of  such  a change 
in  appearances  will  provide  an  agreeable 
surprise  for  you  and  your  patrons  as  well. 


New  Brochure  Defines 
Seating  Craftsmanship 

A new  booklet  released  by  American 
Seating  Company  deals  with  seating  serv- 
ice at  the  source.  Entitled  “A  Story  of 
Seating,”  the  brochure  deals  basically  with 
the  angles  of  research,  testing  and  inspec- 
tion in  relation  to  the  requirements  for 
service  to  the  trade.  It  is  profusely  illus- 
trated with  many  pictures  of  operating  for- 
mulae and  facilities  for  the  production  of 
public  seating  from  the  initial  design 
through  the  various  stages  to  final  inspec- 
tion. It  is  a complete  exposition  of  the 
company’s  laboratory  and  manufacturing 
methods. 


Ask  the  chair  salesman  to  explain  the 
use  values  of  sponge  rubber  for  seat  deck- 
ing. The  extra  cost  is  overcome  by  sev- 
eral advantages  about  which  you  should 
know. 
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By  Helen  Kent 


Even  the  most  modern  theatres,  in 
which  functionalism  is  one  of  the 
brightest  assets,  can  stand  a bit  of 
upkeep  attention  by  management  at  this 
time  of  year,  when  movie  patrons  are  re- 
laxing their  habitual  visits  to  the  house 
and  when  things  can  be  done  with  least 
interference  to  normal  operations.  And 
those  exhibitors  whose  houses  are  not  suf- 
ficiently up-to-date  would  also  be  wise  to 
consider  summertime  as  perhaps  their  last 
chance  to  put  in  a bid  for  increased  pa- 
tronage in  the  Fall  by  properly  planned 
and  unhurriedly  executed  remodeling.  This 
is  indeed  the  time  to  get  things  done  ef- 
ficiently and  with  economy. 

Theatre  management  customarily  is  not 
hesitant  about  looking  ahead  to  Fall  in 
picture  booking  operations.  As  a matter 
of  fact,  this  phase  often  seems  to  consume 
entirely  too  much  of  the  theatre  opera- 
tor’s thought  and  time.  Far  better  if  he 
would  devote  at  least  an  equal  share  of  his 
attention  to  the  property  angle  of  his 
business.  He  may  be  an  astute  booker  of 
picture  product,  but  his  competitor  may 
have  put  one  over  on  him  by  providing  a 
proper  background  for  presentation  of  this 
altogether  intangible  merchandise. 
Midsummer  Modernization 
The  theatre  man  who  does  his  refurbish- 
ing for  a greater  autumn  season  now  has 
distinct  advantages.  He  has  ideal  w'eather 
conditions  for  outdoor  work  such  as  paint- 
ing, cement  work,  structural  and  electrical 
repairs.  He  finds  labor  more  readily  avail- 
able for  all  types  of  work  than  it  will  be 
in  a very  few  weeks  hence,  when  the  great 
residential  remodeling  boom  gets  under 
way.  Materials  and  equipment  at  this 
time  are  also  invitingly  economical.  But 
principally  in  connection  with  these  lat- 
ter items,  promised  delivery  is  assured  by 
the  fact  that  summer  is  a dull  time  for 
activity  in  most  other  industries. 

Naturally,  theatre  business  is  ideally 
suited  to  take  advantage  of  these  “fixing 
up”  opportunities.  While  the  boxoffice  is 
in  status  quo,  a bit  of  remodeling  activity 
is  objectionable  to  no  one,  least  of  all  to 
the  patrons,  who  are  quick  to  sense  and 
appreciate  these  overtures  in  their  behalf. 
Likewise,  the  air  conditioning  system  (if 
it  too  doesn't  require  attention)  is  holding 
patronage  up  by  a firm  grasp,  despite  the 
fact  that  pictures  are  admittedly  less 
weighty.  So  it  seems  that  only  lack  of 
foresight  would  answer  for  any  theatre 
man’s  neglect  of  this  seasonable  opportun- 
ity for  his  property  inspection  and  im- 
provement. 

With  this  thought  in  mind,  let  us  con- 


sider a few  things  that  need  attention  in 
and  around  an  average  theatre,  which 
though  not  obsolete  is  yet  not  in  its  prime 
as  a place  for  enjoyable  public  occupancy. 
Its  patronage  will  have  declined  perceptib- 
ly during  the  past  several  years  and  its 
owner  perhaps  will  have  been  somewhat 
at  a loss  to  understand  “what’s  wrong 
with  the  bloomin’  business.”  However, 
basically  this  average  theatre  offers  fine 
remodeling  possibilities  and  in  the  hands 
of  a capable  architect  or  theatre  planner  it 
will  react  most  admirably. 

Plant  Inspection 

To  begin  at  the  beginning,  we’ll  con- 
sider its  exterior — the  face  it  presents  to 
the  ever-passing  public.  Is  it  making  any 
impression  whatsoever?  Is  the  theatre 
front  stopping  any  part  of  the  blase  pub- 
lic as  it  hurries  past?  A modern  theatre 


front  should  and  will  make  an  impression 
and  be  felt  by  a majority  of  the  passers-by. 

Check  that  front  expanse  with  an  eye 
to  improvements.  Perhaps  a new  coat  of 
paint  on  the  marquee  is  all  that’s  needed. 
Relamping  alone  might  work  wonders.  But 
probably  in  the  case  of  the  older  house, 
the  renovation  should  cover  more  territory. 
Look  into  new  facing  materials;  some- 
thing gleaming  and  colorful  that  will  make 
the  theatre  stand  out  from  its  neighbor- 
ing counter-attractions. 

With  regard  to  theatre  fronts,  we  can 
think  of  nothing  more  important  than  re- 
moving a lot  of  cheap  advertising  devices 
which  characterize  so  many  of  the  obso- 
lete places  of  movie  presentation.  Let  the 
theatre  front  speak  for  itself  in  a digni- 
fied manner,  utilizing  modern  advertising 
technique.  Rather  than  paper  banners, 
placards  and  easels,  let  there  be  a bril- 
liant marquee  equipped  with  clean-cut 
changeable  letters  (which  really  are 
changed  with  changes  of  program)  and 
modern  integrated  display  frames  to  con- 
tain attractive  posters  and  promotional 
material.  These  are  prestige  builders  for 
the  theatre  in  its  community. 

The  boxoffice,  too,  is  a point  that  can 
stand  corrective  attention  in  most  thea- 
tres. Here  is  a little  spot  of  personal  con- 
tact that  is  often  neglected  by  ownership. 


FOAM  SPONGE  IS  FEATURED  AT  WORLD'S  FAIR 


United  States  Rubber  Company’s  exhibit  in  the  Home  Furnishings  Building  at  the 
Hew  York  Fair,  where  the  delightful  comfort  factors  of  foam  sponge  rubber  for  chair 
cushioning  are  being  demonstrated  to  the  public.  The  ‘‘floating  comfort”  of  foam 
spo7ige  cushions  for  public  seating  is  the  outstanding  feature  of  this  exhibit. 
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However,  it  is  indeed  important  and  its 
workings  should  be  quite  as  efficient  as 
any  other  part  of  the  house.  Its  appear- 
ance should  be  business-like  and  friendly, 
but  above  all,  its  equipment  should  be  as 
up-to-date  and  speedy  in  operation  as  it 
is  possible  to  provide.  Modern  ticket  ma- 
chines and  coin  changers  in  the  boxoffice 
easily  pay  for  themselves  by  speeding  up 
traffic  into  the  theatre  as  well  as  by  in- 
suring correctness  of  cashiering. 

Floor  Conditions 

Inside  the  lobby,  we  would  suggest 
checking  up  on  that  floor  which  probably 
has  been  “taking  it”  plenty.  The  foot- 
prints of  heavy  traffic  have  undoubtedly 
left  their  mark  in  some  manner  on  even 
the  hardiest  flooring  material.  If  the 
floor  condition  is  in  the  least  alarming, 
steps  should  be  taken  to  correct  the  trou- 
ble inasmuch  as  considerable  risk  is  en- 
tailed in  unsafe  flooring  at  this  or  any 
other  point  in  the  theatre. 

One  method  of  correcting  flooring 
troubles  in  the  lobby  that  is  to  be  recom- 
mended because  of  economy,  beauty  and 
long  wear  is  the  complete  or  partial  cover- 
age of  the  area  with  colorful  rubber  link 
matting.  Such  a provision  works  won- 
ders in  decoratively  refurbishing  this  por- 
tion of  the  theatre  and  because  of  the  link 
construction,  removable  rubber  matting 
serves  as  a fine  protection  from  dust  and 
dirt  that  is  often  carried  over  a hard  floor 
into  the  more  delicately  carpeted  interior 
of  the  house. 

A bit  of  attention  to  the  advertising  pro- 
visions in  this  portion  of  the  theatre  should 
also  be  considered.  The  lobby  is  a me- 
dium of  sales  promotion  that  should  never 
be  overlooked.  Display  material  at  this 
point  catches  the  patrons’  eyes  when  en- 
tering and  leaving  the  theatre — at  a time 
when  they  are  most  vulnerable  to  promo- 
tion of  coming  attractions  and  events. 
Decoration  of  the  lobby  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a background  for  dignified 
business  promotion.  Modern  lobby  dis- 
play frames,  built  in  and  effectively  illumi- 
nated, can  be  as  decorative  in  this  part  of 
the  house  as  any  other  treatment. 

On  into  the  foyer  or  lounge  provision, 
and  let’s  take  note  of  the  condition  of 
furniture.  Are  the  chairs  and  settees  in- 
viting and  comfortable?  Modern  lounge 
furniture  is  home-like  in  comfort  and  ex- 
tremely attractive  decoratively.  Several 
new  group  settings  and  accessories  in  the 
foyer  or  lounge  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
good  investment  if  furnishings  in  this 


Left — Auditorium  of  the  new  Centre  The- 
atre, Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  Rote  how 
the  fibre  plank  applied  horizontally  re- 
duces the  proportionate  height  of  walls  and 
lends  a modern  appearance  to  the  interior. 
The  same  material  in  tile  form  and  varie- 
gated colors  makes  the  attractive  ceiling 
pattern. 

Right — The  gay  color  harmony  of  the  mod- 
ern wood  fibre  interior  finish  creates  an 
atmosphere  congenial  to  entertainment  in 
the  auditorium  of  the  Strand  Theatre,  at 
Berlin,  New  Hampshire.  The  material  also 
insulates  and  corrects  acoustics.  (Photos 
courtesy  Wood  Conversion  Company.) 


part  of  the  house  have  become  use-weary 
or  shabby. 

Carpeting  here  too  often  needs  more  at- 
tention than  it  is  given.  Patrons  relax  in 
this  portion  of  the  house  and  they  may 
appraise  the  quality  of  furnishings  more 
carefully  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
theatre.  If  the  carpeting  here  does  not 
serve  all  its  purposes — luxurious  beauty, 
decorative  harmony  and  comfort  under- 
foot— by  reason  of  poor  condition,  a de- 
cidedly negative  impression  may  be  gained 
by  the  customers. 

About  Rest  Rooms 

While  on  the  subject  of  patron  comfort 
and  convenience,  don’t  overlook  the  rest 


Cover  Illustration 

A composite  suggestion  of  some  of  the 
major  constituents  of  House  Appeal  in- 
volved in  the  design,  construction  and 
outfitting  of  the  modern  theatre  as  the 
public  demands  it  today  and  for  tomor- 
row. Each  of  these  unrelated  views  is 
represeiitative  of  the  treiid  toward  func- 
tional efficiency  and  refinement  in  all 
things.  In  architectural  design  and  from 
the  brilliantly  lit  marquee  through  the 
convenient  entranceways  to  the  restful 
lounges  and  sanitary  restrooms  into  the 
comfortably-seated  and  well-lighted  au- 
ditorium and  even  to  the  basement 
where  air  conditioning  is  created,  the 
truly  modern  moving  picture  theatre  has 
missed  no  provision  for  the  attraction, 
comfort,  safety  and  convenience  of  its 
patrons.  (Photos  supplied  through  the 
courtesy  of  members  of  The  Modern 
Theatre  Planning  Institute.) 


rooms.  If  they  do  not  reflect  the  present 
high  standards  of  sanitation  and  hygiene, 
the  theatre  is  risking  its  reputation  on  a 
very  important  point.  It  may  be  time  to 
install  new  plumbing  fixtures,  since  old 
ones  may  become  most  costly  in  repairs 
and  embarrassment  to  customers.  Or  the 
condition  of  the  rooms  themselves  may  be 
at  fault.  They  may  look  unclean,  despite 
constant  vigilance.  In  such  cases,  facing 
the  lower  portions  of  walls  and  partitions 
with  sparkling  vitreous  material  is  a wise 
solution.  No  other  treatment  can  do  more 
to  promote  and  maintain  spotlessness  in 
these  necessary  adjuncts  of  the  house. 

We  have  purposely  left  discussion  of 
the  auditorium  and  its  related  compon- 
ents, the  projection  room  and  the  air  con- 
ditioning system,  to  the  last  because  of 
their  importance,  but  also  because  theatre 
men  in  the  main  are  less  prone  to  neglect 
this  phase  of  their  property.  In  most 
cases,  fortunately,  the  auditorium  is  bet- 
ter maintained  than  other  parts  of  the 
theatre,  but  in  others,  due  to  slipshod 
maintenance,  really  appalling  conditions 
are  harbored  in  the  semi-darkness  of  this 
portion  of  the  house. 

Make  the  auditorium  decoratively  some- 
thing to  be  proud  of,  and  then  brighten 
those  house-lights  often  so  that  the  pa- 
trons may  see  and  appreciate  what  has 
been  done  for  their  benefit  and  enjoyment. 
Have  the  walls  and  ceiling  in  keeping  with 
the  modern  trend,  which,  by  the  way,  can 
be  done  most  effectively  to  the  betterment 
of  acoustic  conditions — another  most  im- 
portant consideration.  Be  sure  also  that 
illumination  in  the  auditorium  is  as  mod- 
ern and  efficient  as  patrons  have  learned 
to  expect  due  to  their  own  adoption  of 
scientific  lighting  at  home  and  in  their 
places  of  business. 

A Source  of  Comfort 

But  in  the  interest  of  patron-appeal, 
perhaps  no  other  item  has  more  influence 
than  comfortable  seating.  As  they  are 
produced  today,  theatre  chairs  provide  in 
every  way  for  the  utmost  in  decorative 
effect,  posture  correctness  and  relaxation- 
provoking  ease.  Any  theatre  with  obso- 
lete or  worn  seating  in  the  auditorium  will 
find  a new  layout  of  theatre  chairs  most 
productive  of  a new  crop  of  pleased  custo- 
mers. Pleased  patrons  are  always  repeaters. 

Other  furnishings  in  the  auditorium, 
such  as  draperies,  carpeting,  air  condition- 
ing grilles  and  diffusers,  proscenium  treat- 
ment, lighting  fixtures  and  decorative  ele- 
( Continued  on  page  46) 
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By  William  Lewin' 


NE  of  the  new  fields  in  which  edu- 
cators are  working  is  that  of  de- 
veloping higher  standards  of  pub- 
lic appreciation  and  discrimination  among 
theatres  as  places  for  the  exhibition  of 
photoplays. 

Such  extraordinary  variability  exists  in 
respect  to  standards  of  acoustics,  air  con- 
ditioning, heating,  lighting,  screen  illumi- 
nation, type  of  projection  equipment,  seat- 
ing comfort,  audience  behavior,  and  gen- 
eral management  of  the  premises  of  the- 
atres, that  the  same  print  exhibited  in  one 
theatre  may  be  most  enjoyable,  and  in 
another  theatre  not  enjoyable  at  all. 

Lesson  in  Discrimination 

Educators  have  found  that  teachers  and 
students  in  one  situation  will  praise  a 
given  film  highly,  and  in  another  situation 
condemn  the  same  film.  At  a first-run 
house  in  Tennessee,  a feature  was  rated 
very  high  by  a teacher  of  photoplay  ap- 
preciation, for  example:  whereas  in  an- 
other first-run  house  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
same  film  on  the  basis  of  the  same  rat- 
ing-scale was  rated  very  low  by  a teacher 
of  photoplay  appreciation.  One  said  the 
sound  was  bad,  the  other  said  it  was  good. 

New  curriculum  units  to  teach  boys  and 
girls  and  their  parents  how  to  judge  a 
theatre  from  the  standpoint  of  the  ability 
of  the  house  to  purvey  an  adequate  pre- 
sentation of  a feature — lessons  in  Theatre 
Discrimination — are  now  being  worked  out 
by  a national  committee. 

As  chairman  of  that  committee,  I re- 
cently had  a series  of  conferences  and 
worked  out  a series  of  projects  with  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  intelligent 
theatre  managers  of  New  Jersey,  Louis 
Stein  of  the  Newark  Roosevelt,  a Warner 
Bros,  house  near  my  own  home.  His  ideas 
have  been  widely  corroborated  and  en- 
dorsed by  leading  progressive  educators. 
As  a result,  we  shall  recommend  that 
young  people  carry  home  information  as 
to  how  to  select  the  right  theatre: 

( 1 ) To  choose  a theatre  where  the  screen 


is  not  only  a good  one,  but  kept  in  good 
condition;  where  the  perforations,  on  in- 
spections, are  found  to  be  clean  and  un- 
clogged; where  the  screen  is  also  nicely 
masked,  so  that  the  image  is  sharply  de- 
fined in  a picture  frame. 

<2)  To  note  whether  the  light  is  steady, 
of  sufficient  intensity  to  furnish  a clear 
and  uniform  picture:  to  note  whether  as 
a result  of  poor  carbon  arcs  and  lack  of 


attention  of  operators,  the  light  varies  from 
white  to  blue  or  yellowish  tints;  to  note 
whether  the  picture  is  free  from  flicker 
and  jumpiness,  on  account  of  poor  splices, 
worn  sprockets,  loose  rollers,  or  improper 
tension;  to  note  whether  there  is  evidence 
that  the  operators  have  not  inspected  the 
film  beforehand,  so  that  dirt,  oil,  cue 
marks,  and  the  like,  contribute  to  a lower- 
ing of  standards  of  screen  images. 

( 3 ) To  note  whether  the  volume  of  sound 
is  set  to  the  proper  norm  of  the  theatre, 
whether  it  is  regulated  according  to  the 
ncrease  or  decrease  in  attendance,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  audience  absorbs 
sound. 

(4)  To  note  whether  the  theatre  per- 
s?nnel  is  well  selected,  attentive,  courteous, 
and  well-informed  on  details  of  the  thea- 
tre program;  whether  the  house  is  clean, 

(Continued  on  page  55) 


FUNCTIONALISM  EXPRESSED  IN  FAIR  EXHIBITS 


(Photo  by  Molitor  for  Anemostat  Corporation  of  America) 


*The  author,  Chairman  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Committee,  Department  of  Sec- 
ondary Education  of  the  National  Edu- 
cation Association  at  Weequahic  High 
School,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  gives  us 
herein  an  interesting  slant  on  the  pub- 
lic relations  problem  of  modern  theatre 
operation.  In  a following  issue,  he  will 
describe  a specific  application  of  the 
plan  to  develop  a higher  plane  of  pub- 
lic appreciation  and  discrimination 
among  picture  theatres  as  places  of  en- 
tertainment.— The  Editor. 


The  above  picture  represents  a view  of 
the  Beechnut  Exhibit  at  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair  as  designed  by  McGill  Smith, 
architect.  It  emphasizes  the  fimctional 
combination  of  modern  architectural  de- 
sign, decorative  simplicity,  lighting  effec- 
tiveness and  air  conditioning  efficiency 
now  being  demonstrated  to  the  public  at 
the  big  exposition. 

Of  particular  interest  in  this  picture  is 
the  manner  in  which  air  distribution 


through  high  velocity,  draftless  air  dif- 
fusers installed  in  the  ceiling  and  cleverly 
worked  into  the  decorative  scheme  to  form 
the  central  motive  for  the  semi-indirect 
lighting — all  highly  complementary  to  the 
murals  that  adorn  the  walls  and  the  ani- 
mated dioramas  that  are  presented  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  crowds.  Thus 
the  merging  of  modern  equipment  with 
modern  architecture  and  decorative  de- 
sign affords  a maximum  of  House  Appeal. 
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Below:  one  of  three 
backs  available  on  the 
new  Heywood  low 
priced  chairs.  This 
style  has  a turned-over, 
protective  back  panel. 
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• To  the  left,  one  of  the 
new  Heywood  Stream- 
line designs.  This 
style,  from  the  O.C.  625 
series,  has  the  new 
turned-over,  protective 
hack  panel. 
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Lobby 


MIDSUMMER  CHECK-UP  ON  HOUSE  CONDITIONS 


/ HEN  the  thermometer  registers 
somewhere  around  the  high  90 ’s  in 
the  shade  and  theatre  manage- 
ment registers  deep  disgust  at  the  dearth 
of  business  at  the  boxoffice,  it’s  a good 
time  to  check  up  on  house  conditions.  The 
following  chart  is  offered  for  convenience 
in  making  a personal  inspection  and  analy- 
sis of  property  values  at  all  points  of  the 
theatre.  Set  your  own  handicap  by  placing 
a check  mark  opposite  points  that  are  in 
need  of  improvement.  Then,  be  wise  and 
get  things  done  before  business  picks  up 
again. 


Front 


Main  Sign  □ 

Attraction  Board □ 

Sign  Letters  □ 

Lighting □ 

Display  Frames  □ 

Entrance  Doors  □ 

Floodlighting  □ 

Marquee  □ 

Flasher □ 

Parking  Space  □ 

Sidewalk  Condition  □ 

General  Appearance □ 


Boxoffice  □ 

Lobby  Frames  □ 

Floor  Condition  □ 

Wall  Condition n 

Lighting n 

Refuse  Receptacles □ 

Decorations □ 

Railings  □ 

Ticket  Boxes □ 

Ticket  Registers □ 

General  Appearance □ 

Foyer 

Furniture  □ 

Pictures  □ 

Decorations  □ 

Water  Cooler  □ 

Statuary  □ 

Stairs  □ 

Carpets  □ 

Light  Fixtures □ 

Directional  Signs  □ 

General  Appearance □ 

Auditorium 

Decorations  □ 

Seating  Condition  □ 

Lighting □ 

Floor  Condition  □ 

Carpets  □ 

Air  Conditioning  □ 

Acoustics  □ 

Exit  Doors  □ 

Entrance  Ways  □ 

Screen  □ 

Draperies  □ 

General  Atmosphere  □ 

Rest  Rooms 

Sanitation  □ 

Conveniences  □ 

Toilets  □ 

Dispensers □ 

Furniture  □ 

Smoking  Stands  □ 

Mirrors □ 

General  Appearance □ 

Projection  Booth 

Projectors  □ 

Generators  □ 

Lenses  □ 

Rewinders  □ 

Safety  Devices  □ 

Changeovers  □ 

Fire  Shutters  □ 

Projection  Lamps  □ 

Sound  Heads  □ 

Amplifiers  □ 

Speakers  □ 

Wiring  □ 

Photo  Cells  □ 

General  Repair  □ 

General 

Advertising  □ 

Orderliness  □ 

Patron  Convenience  □ 

Courteous  Personnel  □ 

Cleanliness  □ 

General  Conduct  □ 


.0 


Attention  is  attracted  to  the  outdoor  entrance  to 
Steinmetz  Hall  tvith  gold  and  n’hite  G-E  Fluorescent 
MAZDA  lamps  arranged  to  form  an  interesting 
canopy  design. 


Dou'n  the  zig-zag  shaft  of  the  lightning  stroke^  60  ivatt  Day- 
light MAZDA  lamps  set  in  corrugated  reflectors  behind  a 
strip  of  textolite  flash  in  groups  to  simulate  lightning. 


Nearly  every  building  at  the  New  York  World’s 
Fair  offers  new  lighting  Ideas  which  theatre 
men  may  be  able  to  adopt.  For  example,  the  General 
Electric  Exhibit  incorporates  several  lighting  ideas 
based  on  the  fundamental  theatre  technique  of  at- 
tracting crowds  with  brightness,  motion  and  color 
through  the  use  of  lamps  and  light  sources. 
Part  of  the  exhibit  includes  a large  sphere  in  a ring 
of  light  ...  a symbolic  universe.  The  ring  is  inlaid 
with  incandescent  lamps.  As  the  voltage  is  raised 
and  lowered,  the  ring  seems  to  expand  and  contract, 
fading  from  a white  to  a cherry  red.  Beneath  this 
“universe”,  a stainless  steel  cloud  supports  a set  of 
100  watt  mercury  lamps  and  provides  a contrasting 
light  of  bluish  green. 

For  new  lighting  ideas  and  their  adapta- 
bility for  your  own  theatre,  write  to 
General  Electric  Co.,  Dept.  166-BO-G, 

Nela  Park,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 


Genera/  Electric  Fluorescent  MAZDA  lamps  are 
available  in  18,  24,  36,  and  48'inch  lengths, 
several  xvattages,  and  seven  colors,  gold,  pink, 
blue,  green,  red,  ivhite,  and  daylight. 


G-E  MAZDA  LAMPS 

GENERAL  A ELECTRIC 
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IS  Ifit  CHflIfi 


ALL 

TALKING 
ABOUT 

Designed  by  John  Eberson, 
Architect,  New  York  City, 
for  the  new  fluorescent 
aisle  lighting 

. ...  In  WARNER’S 
New  KENNEDY  THEATRE 

Washington,  D,  C, 

Full  information  upon  request 

IDEAL  SEATING  COMPANY 

GRAND  RAPIDS.  MICH. 
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House  Appeal,  a Glorious  Heritage 
of  Ancient  Greece 


By  Hanns  R.  Teichert* 


The  Greeks  may 
have  had  “a  word 
for  it,”  but  they 
also  had  a way  of  do- 
ing things  which,  even 
today,  entitles  them 
to  the  splendid  appel- 
lation, “The  Golden 
Age  of  Civilization.” 

When  they  went  to 
the  play  to  undergo 
the  mental  and  spir- 
itual stirring  of  great 
emotions  of  pity,  terror  and  laughter,  they 
went  to  a spacious  theatre  removed  from 
the  raucous  noises  of  commerce,  where  the 
cares  of  the  harassed  business  men,  the 
worries  of  conscientious  wives  with  the 
eternal  servant  problem  and  the  disciplin- 
ing of  unruly  children,  rolled  from  their 
shoulders  as  the  water  from  the  back 
of  the  proverbial  duck. 

There  is  no  play  without  an  audience. 
I might  even  venture  to  say  that  there  is 

* Theatre  Decorating  Specialist,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 


no  great  play  without  a great  audience.  A 
great  play  has  to  be  appreciated  with 
fervor  by  an  audience  alive  with  sensitiv- 
ity. This  audience  is  ready  to  laugh,  to 
weep,  to  sigh,  to  smile,  to  nod  understand- 
ingly  as  the  drama  unfolds  its  glory.  Yes, 
those  famous  ancient  dramatists,  who 
blessed  the  lives  of  their  own  time  and 
have  been  blessing  recurrent  generations 
since  their  demise  and  are  the  heritage  of 
future  ones,  had  such  audiences.  Other- 
wise, their  works  would  not  have  been 
possible. 

Among  Our  Ancestors 
Why  viere  the  ancient  dramatists  so 
fortunate?  Were  their  theatre-goers  more 
intelligent,  more  emotional,  more  receptive 
than  those  of  today?  I do  not  believe  it. 
Then  why  can’t  we  have  audiences  like 

A fascinating  stairway  treatment  (Es- 
quire Theatre).  Ceiling  eggshell,  walls 
deep  coral,  with  decorations  in  white 
and  complementary  shades.  Uphols- 
tery in  a wine  shade  against  steel  blue 
carpet. 


An  interesting  settee  unit  for  very 
narrow  foyers.  Upholstery  in  mouse 
grey  and  Vermillion  suede  with  a com- 
bination of  blue  and  rosetint  mirrors. 
The  aluminum  mask  illuminated  from 
the  back  serves  as  a lighting  fixture. 


those?  We  can — and  we  sometimes  do.  It 
is  within  the  power  of  every  theatre  owner 
to  have  such  an  audience  if  he  will  but 
take  the  trouble. 

Why  were  the  ancient  people  such  per- 
fect audiences?  Because  they  were  in  the 
right  frame  of  mind  for  the  play.  They 
were  ready  to  be  entertained,  to  be  taught, 
to  be  stirred  emotionally,  to  be  thrilled,  to 
be  inspired.  They  had  become  as  pliable 
clay  for  the  sculptor;  as  blank  canvas  for 
the  artist.  All  outside  interferences  were 
excluded  from  their  minds  and  spirits. 
Mothers  ceased  to  worry  that  little  Xerxes 
and  big  Hermione  might  be  with  bad  com- 
panions; that  bread  and  honey  prices 
were  going  up;  that  the  dye  in  that  new 
fabric  had  faded  in  the  sun.  Father  forgot 
that  new  competition  across  the  street  was 
underselling  him  on  prices;  forgot  that  his 
partner  seemed  to  be  losing  a great  deal 
of  money  in  gambling  and  that  his  valued 
secretary  was  about  to  leave  him  for  an- 
other job. 

How  was  this  miracle  effected?  How 
were  the  discordant  notes  of  the  daily 
struggle  eliminated?  How  were  the  tired 
nerves  “ironed  out?”  Well,  here  it  is:  By 
the  decorator — by  the  greatest  scenic  art- 
ist of  all  times,  by  the  incomparable  mas- 
ter decorator.  Perfect  imity,  perfect  bal- 
ance, perfect  color  soothed  those  iU-at- 
tuned  nerves,  those  crushed  spirits. 

The  restless,  unhomogeneous  mass  of 
people  became  a unit — not  a jarring,  com- 
plex collection  of  individuals  but  a welded 
group,  an  audience  with  a single  conscious- 
ness; a polarized  unit. 

Now  of  course,  it  is  no  longer  possible 
for  us  to  sit  as  the  ancients  did  in  great 
open  air  arenas  with  the  blue  sky  of 
heaven  for  a ceiling,  beautiful  by  day  with 
its  floating,  fleecy  clouds,  or  by  night  with 
its  myriad  stars  and  sometimes  the  magi- 
cal, magnetic  glow  of  moonlight;  and  with 
surrounding  hillsides  of  cool,  quiet,  green 
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interspersed  with  the  gentle  coloring  of 
wild  flowers. 

No  Irritating  Rhapsodies 

Under  those  conditions,  there  were  no 
well-meaning  but  hideous  mistakes  in 
decoration  to  irritate  the  theatre  patrons. 
No  stale,  dilapidated  mustiness  depressed 
the  people  to  such  an  extent  that  not  even 
what  might  have  been  fine  entertainment 
could  drag  them  from  the  cold  emptiness 
into  which  they  had  been  plunged  upon 
entering  the  theatre. 

However,  we  certainly  can  emulate  the 
ancients.  We  don’t  mean  by  a literal 
imitation,  but  the  influences  that  were 
wrought  from  the  ancients  are  still  potent. 
People  remain  people.  It  is  my  belief  that 
human  nature  is  still  made  of  the  same 
stuff;  that  hundreds  of  years  have  made 
no  difference  in  the  ingredients. 

The  general  problem  of  the  decorator  re- 
mains always  the  same,  and  through  color, 
through  light  and  through  form  he  must 
soothe,  relax,  make  receptive  the  mind  and 
spirit  of  the  individual  that  enters  the 
theatre  door. 

Some  interesting  experiments  have  been 
made  in  psychological  laboratories  of  our 
universities  on  the  effects  of  color  upon 
the  emotions.  There  is  a direct  relation. 
Some  colors  tend  to  excite;  some  to  irri- 
tate; some  to  soothe;  some  to  please.  For 
all  the  various  shades  of  color  there  are 
corresponding  gradations  of  emotion. 

In  connection  with  this  line  of  research, 
the  use  of  Wilfred’s  invention,  the  Clavilux 
color  organ,  is  of  interest.  Mr.  Wilfred 
plays  color  compositions  on  the  organ  just 
as  a pianist  plays  a musical  composition 
of  Bach  or  Mozart  on  the  piano.  The  per- 
formance I witnessed  was  entirely  in  ab- 
stract form.  Some  of  the  progressions  of 
colored  geometric  forms  against  a colored 
background  were  definitely  pleasing,  ex- 
hilarating. Others  almost  produced  a 
feeling  of  physical  illness.  I could  not  look 
at  the  screen  until  the  theme  changed. 

This  invention  of  the  Clavilux  is  to 
further  emphasize  the  necessity  of  great 
care  in  the  use  of  color.  It  would  be  of 
value  to  you  to  look  up  the  results  of  one 
of  these  researches  made  in  the  field  of 
investigation.  The  limits  of  time  and 
space  forbid  my  going  deeper  into  the 
matter  here. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  inspire  you  more 
with  general  principles  and  feelings  than 
to  be  as  concrete  as  I have  been  in  some 
of  the  previous  articles.  If  every  theatre 
owner  followed  the  few  specific  suggestions 
I have  made  from  time  to  time,  we  would 
have  a tiresome  monotony  in  theatre 
decoration  which  would  exactly  defeat 
our  purpose.  The  specific  suggestions  are 
made  only  to  stimulate  your  own  imagina- 
tions as  you  face  your  decorating  obliga- 
tions. 

Harmony  in  Color  Tones 

Each  theatre  has  its  own  particular  dif- 
ficulties, its  own  particular  interesting  pos- 
sibilities. The  stamp  of  your  own  crea- 
tive imagination  as  you  apply  the  general 
principles  I have  elucidated  from  time  to 
time  will  give  you  a decoration  that  is 
pleasing  for  its  individuality,  its  unusual- 
ness. That  special  difference  is  highly 
important.  Your  patrons  will  be  charmed 
that  it  isn’t  only  a new  paint  job  but 
that  it  has  a quality  of  its  own. 

Now  I’ll  give  you  a suggestion  in  gen- 
eral color  schemes.  For  a very  large  audi- 
torium, it  is  often  advisable,  in  order  to 


This  picture  illustrates  a decorative 
job  executed  seven  years  ago  which 
today  is  as  refreshingly  modern  in 
feeling  and  arouses  just  as  much  in- 
terest as  the  day  the  project  was  com- 
pleted. 


gain  a more  cozy  atmosphere,  to  use  warm 
colors  such  as  oranges,  reds,  wine  and 
coral  shades,  blushing  French  greys  (on 
the  mauve  side),  soft  yellows.  For  small, 
low-ceilinged  auditoriums,  the  cooler  col- 
ors such  as  blue  in  its  various  shades  and 
hues,  ultramarine,  turquoise,  cobalt,  green 
grey  and  green,  with  its  variations,  give 
the  house  more  height  and  width.  For 
creating  a mysterious  illusion  or  a fantas- 
tic atmosphere,  these  latter  colors  are  ideal. 
The  strong  colors,  reds  and  oranges,  give 
an  atmosphere  of  warm  sensuousness,  a 
soft  lulling  to  the  troubled  spirit  or  a 
stimulating,  enlivening  prod  to  the  dying 
embers  of  humanity. 

An  example  of  a warm  scheme  is  as 
follows: 

(a)  Ceiling:  Burnt  orange;  different 
tones  of  the  same  color. 

Walls:  French  grey  with  accents  of 
red  and  orange  (even  midnight 
blue  if  used  sparingly  more  or  less 
as  a shadow) . 

Pilasters:  A reddish  wine  shade, 
maybe  accented  with  gold  lines. 
Dado:  Deep  maroon. 

Decoration  may  be  applied  in  off 
white  on  grey  or  orange  back- 
grounds. 

When  choosing  the  color  for  proscenium 
arches,  consider  existing  draperies  and 
use  a darker  shade  of  the  same  color  or  a 
complementary  tone.  It  is  not  advisable  to 
use  too  strong  colors,  and  stay  away  from 
metallic  finishes  because  they  pick  up  re- 
flections from  the  picture  screen  and  prove 
most  annoying  to  the  patrons. 

(b)  Other  graceful  warm  schemes  are: 
Yellows  (from  citrus  and  lemon  yellow  to 
more  orange-yellows)  in  a combination 
with  browns  (chocolate  to  maroonish;  try 
to  avoid  browns  with  yellowish  hues  be- 


cause they  appear  ugly  in  artificial  light) 
accented  with  white,  Vermillion  and  black 
or  gold. 

(c)  Coral  tones  and  blues:  The  coral 
ranging  from  rose  tones  to  more  orange 
tints,  against  light  and  dark  blues;  ultra- 
marine,  cobalt,  or  toward  the  turquoise 
blue  and  electric  blues.  This  scheme  is  a 
well  balanced  one  which  easily  can  be 
favored  to  the  warm  side  by  using  more 
coral  or  to  the  cold  side  by  using  more 
blue  in  the  combination. 

And  now  some  colder  schemes: 

(a)  Combinations  of  blues:  Ultramarine 
in  different  shades  predominating  against 
surfaces  of  decided  lighter  electric  blues, 
meaning  greenish  turquoise.  Decorative 
panels  on  warm  French  grey  backgrounds 
with  accents  of  vermillion,  sharp  yellow, 
white  and  silver. 

(b)  Ultramarine  blue  ceilings  against 
chartreuse  yellowish  green  walls  with  wine 
colored  dado.  Decorations  in  white,  red 
and  gold. 

Always  consider  that  artificial  light  has 
a tendency  to  change  blues  into  greens  and 
reds  into  oranges.  This  is  especially 

(Continued  on  page  45) 


Advisory  Service 

Since  modern  theatre  decorating  is 
a specialized  art  requiring  counsel, 
creative  talent  and  planning  ability 
which  are  not  usually  available  at  all 
points  of  the  country,  Mr.  Teichert 
has  agreed  to  serve  our  readers  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  He  will  be  glad  to 
correspond  with  any  of  our  readers 
who  may  wish  information  and  advice 
on  decorating  procedure.  All  such  in- 
quiries will  be  given  prompt  attention. 
Address  your  inquiry  to  The  Modern 
Theatre,  332  S.  Michigan  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Illinois.  It  will  be  imme- 
diately referred  to  Mr.  Teichert  for 
analysis  and  advice,  without  obliga- 
tion. 
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LITERATURE 


The  things  MOHAWKS  say  to  your  patrons 
are  press-hook  adjectives  come  true — Gor- 
geous . . . Stunning  . . . Magnificent  . . . 
Superb.  But  away  from  the  swank  of  the 
lobby — down  those  dark  aisles  inside — 
Mohawks  whisper  "HUSH”  to  the  steady 
pound  of  feet.  Mohawks  talk  the  treasurer’s 
language,  too — for  Mohawks  keep  the  up- 
keep down.  Whether  yours  is  a movie  palace 
or  a neighborhood  house — in  Mohawks  such 
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MOHAWKS 


TOO 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive  lit- 
erature with  The  Modern  Theatre  Infor- 
mation Bureau.  Readers  who  may  wish 
copies  of  such  literatui’e  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modern  The- 
atre, 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

American  Seatmg  Comvany,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  presents  a new  24-page 
booklet  in  pictorial  explanation  of  the 
research,  testing  and  inspection  employed 
in  the  production  of  American  seating. 
“A  Story  of  Seating”  is  of  especial  interest 
to  showmen. 

Bellows  Claude  Neon  Comvany,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  offers  a neat  booklet  entitled  ‘‘Keep- 
ing Up  Your  Front.”  Many  useful  sug- 
gestions and  instructions  for  operation  and 
maintenance  of  Neon  and  electric  signs  are 
given. 

Detroit  Stoker  Comvany,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  presents  a pictorial  description 
and  detailed  explanation  of  the  Detroit 
LoStoker  in  an  attractive  new  catalogue  of 
24  pages  covering  many  phases  of  applica- 
tion and  a chart  of  sizes  and  capacities. 

DeVry  Corporation,  of  Chicago,  files  a 
copy  of  a 4-page  folder  in  description  of 
DeVry  35mm  motion  picture  equipment  for 
theatres,  roadshows,  schools,  etc.  The  new 
Model  ESP  portable  sound  projector  is 
featured. 

Fluorescent  Lights,  Inc.,  of  Lima,  Ohio, 
submits  literature  on  fluorescent  lighting 
fixtures  for  even,  shadowless  light  distribu- 
tion. Units  are  illustrated  and  described 
and  applications  of  various  models  are  ex- 
plained. 

Mohawk  Carpet  Mills,  Inc.,  of  Amster- 
dam, New  York,  offers  a copy  of  its  new 
illustrated  book  entitled  “Those  Who 
Know,”  an  interesting  outline  of  the  com- 
pany’s latest  developments  in  floor  cover- 
ings for  modern  theatres. 

Porcelain  Products  Company,  of  Cicero, 
Illinois,  files  a copy  of  an  interesting,  illu- 
strated bulletin  on  “Lustron,”  a colorful 
new  porcelain  enamel  product  for  theatre 
fronts.  It  shows  many  typical  installations 
and  gives  interesting  specifications. 


as  Rialto,  Scotia  or  the  Broadway  Group 

you’ll  find  exactly  the  design,  color,  texture 

and  grade  you  want. 

W rite  for  your  free  copy  of  Mohaivk’s  new 
illustrated  book  — "Those  Who  Know” 


RCA  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.,  of  Cam- 
den, N.  J.  (Commercial  Sound  Section), 
submits  an  attractive  56-page  catalogue 
containing  a complete  listing  of  all  RCA 
sound  equipment  for  a wide  variety  of  ap- 
plications, both  special  and  standard. 


United  States  Gypsum  Company,  of  Chi- 
cago, offers  the  “Weatherwood  Book  of 
Ideas”  on  the  4-way  interior  treatment  of 
new  or  existing  theatres  for  improved 
acoustics,  decorative  effect  and  effective 
insulation  with  Blendtex. 

West  Disinfecting  Company,  of  Long  Is- 
land City,  New  York,  presents  two  highly 
instructive  manuals  on  house  maintenance : 
(1)  “The  Scope  of  Sanitation,”  covering 
the  subject  in  detail,  and  (2)  “The  Proper 
Maintenance  of  Floors.”  Both  booklets  con- 
tain valuable  information  and  advice  for 
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theatre  men  on  the  upkeep  of  properties 
and  maintenance  of  sanitary  conditions. 

Notice:  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or  main- 
tenance are  invited  to  file  latest  copies  of 
their  catalogues  or  descriptive  literature 
with  The  Modern  Theatre  Information 
Bureau. — The  Editor. 


House  Appeal,  a Glorious 
Heritage  of  Ancient  Greece 


(Continued  from  page  43) 


noticeable  in  lighter  tints  and  in  the  mix- 
ing of  greys. 

Pre-Season  Preparedness 

Vacation-time,  that  prized,  pleasurable 
period  in  our  year,  will  soon  be  over.  Re- 
vitalized energies  flow  through  muscles 
made  firm  again  after  weeks  of  swimming, 
fishing,  golfing,  mountain  climbing.  Eyes 
sparkle  and  are  clear  after  those  early-to- 
beds.  We  feel  the  world  is  a good  place  to 
live  in  and  we  even  like  our  neighbors. 
That  amount  of  work  which  seemed  so 
tremendous  before  we  went  away  is  at- 
tacked now  with  a feeling  of  sureness.  In 
fact,  the  whole  “set  lip”  assumes  an  en- 
tirely unforbidding  aspect.  After  a full 
day’s  work,  we  find  we  have  time  to  play. 

We  go  to  the  theatre  full  of  the  fresh- 
ness, the  twang,  the  purity  of  Mother  Na- 
ture; we  look  at  things  with  a renewed  vi- 
sion. The  scales  have  fallen  from  our  eyes. 
What  is  ugly,  glaring,  offensive  becomes 
doubly  so  when  our  new  eyes  fall  upon  it. 
The  reverse  is  also  true.  What  is  fresh, 
clean  and  beautiful  assumes  more  value 
because  it  is  in  tune  with  that  perfect  har- 
mony of  which  we  have  so  lately  been  a 
part. 

You  can  help  perpetuate  that  vacation 
pep  for  your  patrons  by  presenting  a clean 
and  shining  face  in  a welcome-back  greet- 
ing. Now  is  the  time  to  do  that  long 
thought  about  remodeling  and  renovating. 
Take  advantage  of  the  slack  season.  Peo- 
ple are  still  away  on  their  vacations  or 
soon  leaving. 

Furthermore,  practically  all  building 
contractors  register  a slow  season  during 
the  hot  months.  Concessions  doubtless 
will  be  offered  because  your  jobs  help  keep 
their  organizations  intact.  The  contrac- 
tors and  decorators  have  their  best  men 
available  for  you  now,  and  with  more  time 
at  their  disposal,  they  will  be  able  to  give 
your  job  personal  supervision.  More  work- 
men being  free,  the  work  will  be  finished 
more  quickly,  which,  of  course,  will  be  very 
much  to  your  advantage  financially.  In 
the  words  of  a slogan,  “Don’t  delay— do  it 
today.’’  You  will  find  yourself  amply  re- 
paid by  an  increasing  crowd  of  returning 
contented  customers. 

Let  us  remember  our  glorious  heritage 
from  the  old  Greek  theatre.  Let  us  pro- 
vide beautiful,  soothing  places  of  retreat 
where  the  hurried,  beset  citizens  of  today 
may  go  to  find  utter  relaxation;  a place 
of  harmonious  simplicity  from  which  he 
emerges  refreshed  in  body  and  spirit. 


Acoustical  correction  is  now  an  import- 
ant incident  to  interior  decoration.  Mod- 
ern materials  make  it  easy  and  economical 
to  combine  the  two  applications  in  one  job. 
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Letter-Frame-Unit  ^ Wagner 

(Patent  No.  2,048,040  and  2,119,430.  Others  pending.) 

NO  CUSTOMER  LIABILITY  with 
Waper  Non  infringing  1940  3-in-1  Unit 

All  Wagner  customers  are  absolutely  secure  and  safe 
in  the  fact  that  Wagner  Letters  and  New  1940  Frame- 
Units  are,  without  the  slightest  doubt,  completely  free 
of  all  possible  suspicion  of  infringing  any  patents. 

• 

An  infringing  company  is  representing  that  its  custom- 
ers are  protected  by  a supersedeas  bond  on  appeal 
which  it  filed  after  being  enjoined  from  infringement 
of  our  patents  No.  2,048,040  and  2,119,430.  That 
supersedeas  bond  is  for  our  protection  pending  the 
appeal  and  is  not  for  the  protection  of  any  other 
party  whatsoever. 

The  ONLY  Letter -Frame -Unit 
with  Drain  Fianges  to  Shed  Water 

Views  Showing  Mechanical  Features  of  the 


Angular  front  view  showing 
removable  feature  (one 
section  partially  removed). 


WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 

218  South  Hoyne  Avenue,  CHICAGO  123  West  64fh  Street,  NEW  YORK 

706  East  Hancock  Avenue,  DETROIT  6 Britain  Street,  TORONTO 
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A Cat  Looks  at  a King 


“A  cat,”  according  to  an  old  adage, 
“can  look  at  a king”  . . . and  here’s  a 
grey  alley  cat  that  did.  It  appeared 
suddenly  on  the  286-foot  long  Alex- 
ander Smith  Carpet  on  which  King 


George  VI  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
walked  on  their  arrival  in  New  York 
City,  June  10,  1939.  Our  photogra- 
pher snapped  it  having  a good  look 
at  both  the  King  and  Queen. 


It  is  not  accident  that  Alexander  Smith  Carpet  was  selected  for  Their 
Majesties  to  walk  on  in  New  York  . . . and  in  Washington  . . . and  at  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair.  Alexander  Smith  Carpet  is  definitely  part  of  the 
show  . . . whether  for  royalty  or  for  your  own  patrons. 

The  next  time  you  are  in  the  market  for  carpet,  remember  the  Alexander 
Smith  slogan— “Nearly  Right”  Won’t  Do  . . . and  specify  Alexander  Smith. 
Alexander  Smith  & Sons  Carpet  Co.,  295  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 


Things  That  May  Need 
Doing  in  and  Around 
The  Theatre  . . . NOW 

(Continued  from  page  37) 


ments  can  almost  always  be  improved  to 
the  advantage  of  the  entire  effect.  Con- 
sider these  lesser  items  carefully  and  with 
an  eye  to  their  greater  attractiveness  and 
efficiency  of  operation. 

All  mechanical  equipment  in  the  thea- 
tre, including  projection  and  sound  equip- 
ment and  accessories  as  well  as  air  con- 
ditioning equipment  and  devices,  would  be 
wisely  checked  over  at  this  time  of  year. 
These  vital  working  parts  of  the  moving 
picture  presentation  business,  though  un- 
seen by  patrons,  are  the  heart  of  the  thea- 
tre and  as  such  deserve  minutely  critical 
inspection  and  careful  maintenance.  Their 
replacement  when  worn  or  outmoded  is 
merely  an  investment  in  the  future  of  the 
business. 

A diagnosis  of  the  ills  of  a failing  thea- 
tre may  well  indicate  that  it  is  not  the 
movie  business  which  is  at  fault,  but  mere- 
ly a case  of  the  property’s  suffering  from 
neglect  and  lack  of  upkeep.  The  respon- 
sibility of  ownership  should  be  directed  im- 
mediately to  a rejuvenation  program — and 
right  now  is  an  ideal  time  to  vmdertake 
such  a project. 


Two  Handy  Manuals  on 
Sanitary  Maintenance 

Much  useful  information  for  theatre 
managers  and  maintenance  men  is  con- 
tained in  two  interesting  booklets  pub- 
lished recently  by  West  Disinfecting  Com- 
pany, manufacturers  of  sanitary  prepara- 
Uons  and  appliances. 

A booklet  entitled  “The  Scope  of  Sanita- 
tion” covers  the  subjects  of  disinfecting, 
deodorizing  and  cleansing  in  a concise  but 
thorough  manner  and  presents  the  specific 
use  values  of  the  company’s  varied  and 
extensive  line  of  products. 

Another  interesting  manual,  “The  Prop- 
er Maintenance  of  Floors,”  deals  with  the 
triple  process  of  efficient  floor  mainten- 
ance— cleaning,  sealing  and  waxing.  A 
handy  guide  for  floor  upkeep  is  included, 
indicating  the  approved  methods  to  be 
employed  in  the  care  of  all  types  of  floor 
surfaces. 


Carpet  prices  are  going  up,  they  say. 
Better  place  that  order  now  and  be  money 
ahead.  Besides,  there’s  more  time  for  bet- 
ter installation  now  than  there  will  be 
later. 


Car  parking  space  adjacent  to  or  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  a theatre  is  a 
strong  contributor  to  patronage.  Most 
modern  community  cinemas  now  provide  it. 


“Nearly  Right”  Won’t  Do 


Don’t  be  bashful  about  your  property 
improvements.  Do  your  boxoffice  a good 
turn  by  boasting — and  boosting  them  in 
every  way  possible.  It  pays. 
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of  film.  According  to  reports,  the  new 
test  reel  will  be  of  great  assistance  to  both 
the  exhibitor  and  sound  engineer  in  de- 
termining whether  the  quality  of  repro- 
duction is  up  to  present-day  high  stan- 
dards. 


New  Mounting  Rig  for 

Changeable  Letters 

A new  sign  letter  mounting  unit  is  be- 
ing introduced  by  Wagner  Sign  Service, 
Inc.,  which  is  said  to  effect  several  im- 
provements over  previous  methods  of 
changeable  letter  mounting. 

The  new  unit  has  a drain  flange  at  the 
bottom  to  divert  water  seepage.  The  clamp 


braces  for  the  unit  are  adjustable  to 
varying  lengths  and  can  be  set  into  either 
the  lamp  strip  or  against  the  back  of  the 
box.  It  is  claimed  that  this  adjustability 
and  fastening  feature  affords  easier  ap- 
plication to  existing  marquee  conditions. 
A more  rigid  holding  of  the  letters  and  a 
reduction  in  rattling  results  from  the  brac- 
ing, according  to  the  announcement. 


People  are  less  critical  about  your  tur- 
key pictures  when  they  are  permitted  to 
view  them  from  comfortable  seats. 


Buy  your  air  conditioning  equipment 
from  engineered  blueprints  and  there’s 
less  chance  for  a back-fire  in  your  bargain. 


Product  of  UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  COMPANY 


United  States  Gypsum  Company,  300  West  Adams  St.,  Chicago,  111.  mt-7-22 

Send  me  your  40-page  book,  “Modern  Principles  in  Paint  and  Decoration.”  □ Also  the 
Texolite  Deep  Color  Mixing  Guide.  □ 

Name Address City State 


Cooperating  with  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  in  its  campaign 
to  raise  the  standards  of  sound  motion 
picture  reproduction  in  theatres,  the  RCA 
Photophone  Division  has  arranged  for  its 
iield  service  engineers  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  utilize  the  new  Academy  test 
reel  for  judging  sound  quality. 

The  test  film  was  assembled  by  the 
Academy  in  cooperation  with  all  the  ma- 
jor producing  studios  to  furnish  a reli- 
able “listening”  test  for  speech  and  music, 
based  on  the  current  quality  standards  of 
the  various  studios.  One  section  of  the 
test  reel  is  designed  for  checking  the  power 
handling  capacity  of  amplifiers  and 
speakers. 

In  the  past,  listening  tests  have  usual- 
ly been  made  with  only  a limited  variety 


Sound  Service  Men  Get 
New  Academy  Test  Reels 


— says  BOX  OFFICE,  in  its  Modern  Theatre  Section 


Horace  Greeley’s 
famous  admoni- 
tion to  young 
men  has  found  its 
mark  again  and  as  a 
result  this  publication 
loses,  only  temporarily 
we  hope,  one  of  its 
most  loyal  and  consist- 
ent contributors. 


In  the  field  of  electrical  advertising  and 
in  lighting  for  amusement  parks  and  night 
clubs,  his  ideas  have  also  won  him  na- 
tional reputation.  At  the  1937  Amusement 
Park  Convention  he  was  awarded  the  Harry 
C.  Baker  trophy  for  “the  finest  program 
appearance  on  the  subject  dealing  with 
amusement  parks.”  He  has  authored  many 
articles  dealing  with  these  allied  fields  and 
it  has  been  the  pleasure  of  The  Modern 
Theatre  section  to  consider  him  among 
its  most  valued  contributors.  We  join 
with  his  host  of  friends  throughout  the 
theatre  industry  in  wishing  him  every  suc- 
cess in  his  new  responsibilites  out  West. — 
The  Editor. 


One  of  the  most  helpful  tools 
for 


Francis  M.  Falge  has 
been  appointed  Illu- 
minating Engineer  in 
charge  of  studio  lighting  for  the  South 
Pacific  Division  of  the  Incandescent  Lamp 
Department  of  the  General  Electric  Co., 
with  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles  and  will 
assume  the  new  position  at  once. 


During  the  past  fifteen  years,  since  his 
graduation  from  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  in  1924,  Mr.  Falge  has  contri- 
buted to  all  phases  of  theatre  lighting, 
having  consulted  on  many  of  the  country’s 
outstanding  theatre  jobs.  He  has  shown 
theatre  owners,  architects  and  designers 
both  in  person  and  through  these  columns 
how  to  apply  new  materials  and  lamps  to 
increase  boxoffice  receipts.  Although  most 
of  his  time  has  been  spent  with  General 
Electric,  from  1928  to  1931,  -Falge  was 
chief  lighting  engineer  of  Paramount-Pub- 
lix  Corp.,  where  he  was  responsible  for  in- 
troducing their  standard  stage  lighting 
methods. 


Yes,  Texolite*  is  extremely  high 
in  light  reflectivity!  But  that’s 
only  one  of  the  reasons  theatre 
owners  like  it.  Texolite  dries 
with  a soft  glareless  surface — so 
essential  to  eye  comfort.  It  can 
be  kept  fresh  and  bright  with 
wallpaper  cleaner. 

Texolite  is  economical,  too.  One  gallon 
will  usually  cover  600  to  800  feet  of  wall 
and  ceiling.  In  most  cases  a single  coat  is 
all  that’s  needed.  Then,  because  it  dries  so 
quickly — often  less  than  an  hour — you  can 


start  decorating  when  you  close 
your  house  at  night  and  have  it 
ready  for  use  the  next  day.  And 
it  has  no  offensive  “paint”  odor 
to  offend  your  customers. 

You  can  buy  Texolite  in  10 
attractive  pastel  shades — in  1 1 
brilliant  deep  colors.  For  more 
information  on  Texolite  send  the  coupon 
below.  It  may  save  you  many  dollars  on 
your  next  decorating  job. 

Texolite  deep  colors  produce  exciting  and 
glamorous  backgrounds  and  showcards. 

*Registered  Trade-Mark 


TEXOLITE 
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down  the  street  and  color  is  produced  by 
colored  glass  roundels  instead  of  coated 
lamps  and  produced  much  more  efficient- 
ly. Polished  corrugated  metal,  used  to 
multiply  the  light  sources,  gives  opportuni- 
ties for  streamlining  and  brilliance. 

Name  Signs  and  Upper  Facia 

Important  identification  from  a dis- 
tance is  given  by  a well -designed  and  well- 
maintained  sign.  The  areas  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  lamps  in  exposed  lamp 
signs  should  be  painted  with  a good  re- 
flecting white,  or  a color  to  match  the 
lamps.  Here  again  reflectors  add  sparkle 
and  color.  As  a substitute  for  old  name 
signs  with  widely  spaced  lamps,  the  newer 
streamlined  types,  such  as  the  luminous 
wedge,  offer  the  utmost  in  simplicity  of 
construction,  efficiency  of  light  utilization 
and  low  cost. 

This  type  of  sign,  because  of  its  design, 
capitalizes  on  the  efficiency  of  higher  wat- 
tage lamps  which  lower  the  cost  of  opera- 
tion. The  fewer  sockets  make  mainten- 
ance easier.  Its  wedge  shape  makes  for 
legibility  at  greater  angles. 

Lighted  upper  walls  give  an  impression 
of  size  which  is  often  missing  in  many 
theatre  fronts.  Handy  floodlights  mounted 
on  the  marquee  equipped  with  250-watt 
mercury  lamps  will  light  the  wall  area  a 
bluish  green,  which,  by  contrast  with  other 
buildings,  rnakes  the  front  more  attractive. 
The  new  projector  floods,  equipped  with 
color  lenses  can  also  be  used  to  create 
effective  fronts.  Fluorescent  floodlights, 
which  have  been  used  most  effectively  at 
the  San  Francisco  Exposition,  are  another 
suggestion  for  using  color  lavishly  to 
create  attention-compelling,  dollar-draw- 
ing  fronts.  Because  these  lamps  produce 
colored  light  at  unbelievable  efficiencies, 
they  are  “naturals”  for  many  theatre  ap- 
plications where  lots  of  color  is  desired. 
Strips  of  polished  corrugated  metal  will 
furnish  accents  of  sparkle  when  lighted  by 
silhouette  troughs  or  exposed  lamps. 

The  Marquee  and  Its  Mission 

The  display  of  attractions  and  the  pull- 
ing power  of  light  and  sparkle  on  the 
marquee  focus  attention  to  the  point  of 
sale,  the  ticket  booth. 

The  changeable  letter  attraction  panels 
can  be  given  new  advertising  value  by  the 
use  of  colored  fluorescent  lamps  placed  in 
rows  6 to  8 inches  apart  and  an  equal 
distance  back  from  the  glass.  The  ad- 
vantage of  color  variety  can  be  had  by 
merely  replacing  one  color  with  another. 
Seven  different  colors  are  available  in 
the  fluorescent  line  although  the  colors 


Advice  on  Lighting 

Various  contributors  to  this  depart- 
ment, comprising  outstanding  author- 
ity on  the  subject  of  Theatre  Lighting, 
will  be  glad  to  answer  questions  or 
otherwise  assist  in  the  correct  solution 
of  any  lighting  problems  presented  by 
our  readers.  Such  inquiries,  addressed 
to  the  editor  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
section,  will  be  referred  promptly  to 
sources  of  information  most  pertinent 
to  the  problem  presented. 
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THEATRE  ILLUMINATION  FOR  AOVERTISING 
I DISPLAY,  ATMOSPHERE  AND  BETTER  VISION 


Timely  Lighting  Suggestions  for  Your 
Fall  Remodeling  Requirements 


By  W.  D.  Riddle* 


IMPORTANT  deciding  factors  in  the 
public’s  choice  of  amusement  are  atten- 
tion-compelling theatre  fronts  and 
pleasant,  comfortable  interiors.  Contribut- 
ing to  the  attainment  of  these  are  good 
architectural  design,  arrangement,  appro- 
priate color,  and  the  right  materials. 
Light’s  role,  of  course,  is  to  give  promin- 
ence to  the  beauty  of  the  architecture,  to 
provide  the  color  harmony  which  attracts 
attention  and  wins  patron  appreciation, 
and  to  insure  patron  comfort  and  protec- 
tion. This  article  discusses  some  of  the 
things  which  can  be  done  to  give  added 
distinction  to  present  day  houses. 

The  Front  a Selling  Force 
The  theatre  front  is  really  the  face  of 
the  theatre  and  as  such  it  must  have  a 
winning  personality  if  it  is  to  attract  custo- 
mers to  the  boxoffice.  The  best  selling 
job  is  done  when  the  entire  front  is  treated 
as  a unit  to  identify  the  theatre  and  dis- 
play the  attractions. 

*Nela  Park  Engineering  Dept.,  General 
Electric  Company,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Streamlining  and  renovizing  the  light- 
ing with  some  of  the  newer  lighting  meth- 
ods and  materials  can  make  the  front  do 
a better  selling  job.  A pleasing  use  of 
color  has  always  been  a means  of  attract- 
ing favorable  attention.  The  new  fluores- 
cent lamps  with  their  abundance  of  color 
make  effects  possible  which  were  once  dif- 
ficult to  achieve.  The  advertising  value  of 
unique  color  may  be  capitalized  by  using 
the  new  250-watt  capillary  mercury  lamp 
for  floodlighting  effects.  New  life  and 
sparkle  can  be  added  by  the  use  of  spark- 
ling reflectors.  The  reflectors  direct  light 


Good  lighting  at  mirrors  always  makes 
a favorable  impression  upon  the  pa- 
trons. Light  should  be  directed  toward 
the  viewer,  not  the  mirror,  and  this  re- 
quires that  the  light  source  be  of  low 
brightness.  White  fluorescent  lamps 
concealed  behind  diffusing  glass  panels 
or  half-circular  glass  or  plastic  ele- 
ments serve  quite  satisfactorily . Wash- 
rooms should  be  brightly  lighted  to 
give  an  appearance  of  cleanliness. 


most  adaptable  are  green,  gold,  daylight, 
white,  and  pink. 

The  advertising  value  provided  by  the 
larger  luminous  areas  in  silhouette  letter 
panels  is,  of  course,  preferable  to  the  smal- 
ler areas  of  luminous  letters.  These  bene- 
fits are  easily  obtained  by  the  installation 
of  one  of  the  standard  changeable  sil- 
houette letter  frames. 

Rows  of  fluorescent  lamps  on  the  soffit 
of  the  marquee,  either  radiating  from  the 
ticket  booth  or  directed  toward  the  en- 
trances, add  interest  and  direct  attention 
to  the  interior. 

Borders  are  effective  only  if  they  are 
maintained.  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  the 
electrician  to  repair  and  clean  the  flash- 
ers and,  substituting  reflectors  for  the 
coated  lamps  which  may  be  used,  will  pro- 
vide plenty  of  color  and  sparkle. 

Interior  Lighting  Treatment 
While  an  attention -compelling  front 
helps  to  seU  the  theatre  to  the  public,  it 
is  the  cheerful,  comfortable  interior  that 
keeps  it  sold.  A good  interior  gives  the 
patrons  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  comfort 
and  beauty  which  they  ofttimes  do  not 
get  in  their  ordinary  daily  activity. 

Lighting  is  an  important  factor  in  beau- 
ty, comfort,  convenience,  and  safety.  There 
are  many  new  economical  lighting  ideas 
and  equipments  to  use  which  will  enable 
the  theatre  owner  to  obtain  these  desir- 
able features.  For  instance,  there  are  the 
projector  and  reflector  lamps,  which  pro- 
vide compactness  and  control  at  low  cost. 
Then  there  is  the  fluorescent  lamp  which 
provides  a range  of  colors  that  give  free 
scope  to  the  designer’s  imagination.  And 
finally,  there  are  the  plastics,  glass  and 
metals  which  can  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  filament  and  fluorescent  lamps  to 
brighten  up  the  theatre  and  give  it  a 1939 
styling. 

The  lobby  should  hold  the  interest  which 
the  front  has  created.  This  space  is  also 
important  in  selling  future  attractions  to 
the  patrons  as  they  leave  the  theatre. 
Fluorescent  lamps  enable  the  designer  to 
create  new  patterns  of  color  on  the  ceiling 
which  are  refreshingly  different  and  which 
win  appreciation  by  virtue  of  their  novelty. 
Polished  corrugated  metal  in  combination 
with  fluorescent  lamps,  or  indirect  sil- 
houette troughs,  will  multiply  the  reflec- 

With  the  popularity  of  Bank  Night 
and  other  games,  more  light  is  needed 
in  the  auditorium  so  the  participants 
can  easily  read  their  tickets  and  ob- 
serve the  activity  around  them.  Indi- 
rect brackets  or  urns  at  the  rear  of 
the  auditorium  on  the  side  and  back 
walls  may  effectively  supplement  the 
present  lighting  in  the  auditorium. 


The  space  over  lobby  doors  is  a most 
important  location  to  bulletin  com- 
ing attractions.  Standard,  changeable 
silhouette  letter  panels,  such  as  used 
on  the  outside,  fur7iish  an  attractive 
display.  Fluoresceiit  lamps  spaced  in 
continuous  rows  6 to  8 inches  back  of 
the  glass  and  6 to  8 inches  on  centers 
furnish  an  easy  method  of  changing 
the  color  of  the  background  by  merely 
changing  the  lamps. 

tions  of  the  source  and  add  sparkle  and 
life.  Centrally  located  portable  attraction 
panels  can  incorporate  reflectors  which 
may  be  mounted  on  top  of  the  poster  panel 
to  provide  additional  light  in  the  lobby. 

The  attraction  panels  on  the  walls  can 
be  given  new  appeal  by  placing  a row  of 
fluorescent  lamps  at  each  side  and  at  the 
top,  behind  diffusing  glass  or  plastic.  If 
space  does  not  permit  built-in  lighting  of 
this  kind,  reflectors  housing  lamps  and 
supported  by  an  arm  at  the  top,  can  be 
used.  The  new  projector  lamps,  equipped 
with  spill  rings  and  mounted  in  the  ceil- 
ing, can  provide  the  “punch”  needed  to 
give  displays  plenty  of  “eye  appeal.” 

Lower  levels  of  illumination  in  the  foyer 
permit  the  eyes  to  accommodate  them- 
selves to  the  low  levels  which  are  found 
within  the  auditorium.  This  does  not  mean 
that  the  area  should  be  dark  and  gloomy. 


instead  it  should  be  cheerfully  lighted  and 
this  can  be  accomplished  by  means  of  in- 
direct coves  built  around  the  sides  of  the 
space  and  lamped  with  a continuous  row 
of  fluorescent  lamps.  The  lamps  should 
be  at  least  8 or  10  inches  from  the  ceiling. 
Silhouette  troughs  suspended  from  the 
ceiling  are  also  an  economical  means  of 
decoration,  in  addition  to  providing  light- 
ing for  seeing. 

Illuminated  directional  signs  for  the 
convenience  of  the  patrons  can  easily  be 
installed. 

Good  lighting  in  rest  rooms  not  only 


New  streamlined  signs  such  as  the 
luminous  wedge  provide  attention- 
compelling  identification.  Because  of 
their  design  higher  wattage  lamps  are 
used  which  makes  for  greater  effi- 
ciency. Maintenance  is  decreased  be- 
cause fewer  lamps  are  required. 


creates  an  atmosphere  of  cleanliness,  but 
insures  it.  There  are  many  fixtures  on 
the  market  which  will  furnish  good  light- 
ing as  well  as  contribute  to  the  decoration. 

Mirrors  can  easily  be  lighted  by  mount- 
ing a row  of  fluorescent  lamps  on  the  wall 
and  concealing  them  with  diffusing  glass, 
plastic  panels  or  half-circular  sections. 

Lighting  the  Auditorium 
Beauty,  comfort,  and  safety  are  import- 
ant in  the  auditorium  because  of  the  length 
of  time  one  must  sit  in  this  area  and  be- 
cause of  the  necessity  of  easily  and  safely 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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Timely  Lighting  Sugges- 
tions for  Fall  Remodeling 
Requirements 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


finding  seats  both  during  the  intermission 
and  the  showing  of  pictures. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  provide  a flex- 
ible decorative  lighting  system  by  sus- 
pending troughs  from  the  ceiling  conceal- 
ing two  or  more  circuits  of  color.  Here 
again  the  color  advantage  of  fluorescent 
lamps  can  be  capitalized  by  providing  cir- 
cuits of  warmer  colors  such  as  pink  and 
gold  and  cool  colors  such  as  green  and 
blue.  This  makes  it  possible  to  change  the 
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Brite-Chrome 

Display 

Frames 

Can'f  Tarnish 

Can'f  Rust 

2 

Indoors  or  Outdoors 

You  know  how  the  chromium 
plating  on  your  car  defies  rust  and 
tarnish.  Now  you  can  grace  your 
lobby  and  entrance  with  attractive 
Display  Frames  that  also  remain 
brilliant  indefinitely. 

They  are  Brite-Chrome  Display 
Frames — all-steel  with  new  rigid 
corner  construction  — nickel  plated, 
then  heavily  chromium  plated. 
Indoors  or  out  they  always  retain 
their  eye-catching  brilliance. 

Four  kinds — insert  frames,  wall 
frames,  easel  frames,  wall-cabinet 
frames.  Prices  are  surprisingly  low, 
starting  at  60c.  Sizes  to  fit  all  stand- 
ard cards,  and  many  others. 

Stainless  steel  frames  made  on 
special  order. 

See  your  Supply  House,  or  write 
us  direct  for  complete  information. 


METAL  GOODS  CORP. 

ST.  LOUIS  ond  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


atmosphere  of  the  auditorium  at  will.  By 
using  all  the  circuits  the  desired  inter- 
mission lighting  is  provided. 

Because  of  interest  in  Bank  Nights 
and  other  similar  attractions,  suf- 
ficient illumination  is  needed  to  enable 
patrons  to  read  the  numbers  on  their 
tickets  with  ease.  This  desired  light  can 
easily  be  produced  by  installing  indirect 
brackets  at  the  rear  of  the  auditorium. 

Downlights  recessed  in  the  ceiling  and 
installed  over  the  aisles  enable  patrons  to 
find  their  seats  quickly  and  with  minimum 
confusion.  Objective  lens  equipment 
spaced  10  feet  apart  over  the  aisles  can 
be  used.  If  these  units  are  operated  on 
dimmers  the  lighting  level  can  be  raised 
during  intermission. 

Maintenance  and  Wiring 
Inadequate  wiring  results  in  improper 
voltage  at  the  lamps  and  inefficient  and 
costly  lighting.  While  Fall  remodeling  is 
being  considered,  check  the  voltage  at  the 
sockets.  If  it  is  not  up  to  standard,  re- 
wire where  possible  or  at  least  use  a volt- 
age of  lamp  that  corresponds  closely  to 
the  voltage  at  the  socket. 

Lighting  systems  are  no  better  than 
their  state  of  repair  and  maintenance.  A 
regular  schedule  of  painting  coves, 
troughs,  and  cavities,  and  cleaning  reflec- 
tors and  glass,  will  insure  a bright,  attrac- 
tive appearance  at  all  times  and  that 
means  more  boxoffice  returns.  Where 
lamps  are  difficult  to  reach,  group  re- 
placement, that  is,  changing  all  the  lamps 
at  one  time,  might  be  tried. 

The  attention  of  those  leaving  the 
theatre  can  he  focused  on  future  at- 
tractions by  the  use  of  simple  signs. 
The  “Coming"  sign  shown  below,  us- 
ing one  2i-inch,  20-watt  fluorescent 
lamp,  has  an  easily  removable  face. 
By  changing  the  color  of  the  fluores- 
cent lamp  and  by  changing  the  face, 
the  sign  can  be  given  new  interest. 


Free-standing  attraction  frames  with 
built-in  lighting  furnish  a decora- 
tive note  as  well  as  feature  coming  at- 
tractions in  the  lobby.  Light  can  he 
added  to  the  lobby  by  building  a re- 
flector and  provision  for  lamps  into  the 
top  of  poster  displays. 
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An  Automatic  Engineer 

AIR  DIFFUSERS  NOW  DECORATIVE  ELEMENTS  For  Air  Conditioning 


mmmmi  

Air  diffuser  grilles  in  trim  formation  at  each  side  of  the  proscenium  enhance  rather 
than  hamper  the  effect  of  decoration  in  the  Paramount  Theatre,  at  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas.  (Photo  courtesy  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.) 


The  “thing  in  a box”  shown  here  is 
an  automatic  air  conditioning  engineer  de- 
signed by  Gordon  H.  Simmons,  our  air 
conditioning  columnist,  and  manufactured 
to  his  specifications.  It  plays  a sort  of 
Charlie  McCarthy  to  Simmons’  Edgar  Ber- 
gen in  that  it  does  what  he  wants  it  to 
do  without  dependence  on  or  interference 
from  meddlesome  hand  operation. 

The  xmit  is  designed  to  coordinate  the 
efficient  functioning  of  all  parts  of  a com- 
plete air  conditioning  system  in  the  thea- 
tre— cooling,  heating,  ventilating  and  what 
have  you. 

Automatic  operation  is  one  of  Simmons’ 
strongest  recommendations.  His  “robot,” 
therefore,  is  being  installed  on  many  of  his 
“mail  order”  engineering  jobs  referred  to 
elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


There  is  an  old  saying  that  the  neck 
of  the  bottle  is  often  more  important 
than  the  bottle  itself.  How  perfectly 
that  applies  to  theatre  cooling  is  shown 
by  the  thought  now  being  given  to  air 
diffusers,  or,  as  they  are  sometimes  called, 
air  deflectors,  as  a vital  part  of  the  com- 
fort cooling  system. 

These  diffusers  are  really  the  bottle  neck 
in  any  system,  for  through  them  comes  all 
the  cooled  air  produced  by  the  cooling 
equipment.  Even  distribution  of  air  for 
comfort  in  theatres  is  dependent  not  only 
on  a properly  sized  and  proportioned  duct 
system,  but  also  (and  not  the  least  im- 
portant) on  air  outlet  diffusers  of  proper 
design  and  number. 

Nowadays,  air  diffusers  can  be  furnished 
to  conform  to  and  harmonize  with  any  in- 
terior architectural  design.  A typical  air 
diffuser  installation  is  shown  in  the  ac- 
companying picture. 

Properly  designed  air  diffusers  have 
definite  predictable  performance  charac- 
teristics imder  known  conditions.  Their 
lateral  distribution,  length  of  flow  and 
acoustical  performance  are  the  result  of 
scientific  design,  based  on  research  work 
in  the  laboratory  and  experience  in  the 
field  on  actual  installations. 

The  number  of  air  diffusers  to  be  sup- 
plied for  a given  installation  and  the  di- 
rection in  which  the  blades  are  set  are 
usually  dependent  on  the  size  and  shape 
of  the  theatre.  However,  with  air  diffus- 
ers now  so  smart-looking  and  well  de- 


signed, no  exhibitor  need  fear  that  his 
theatre  interior  will  be  marred  by  the  in- 
stallation of  air  outlets  near  the  stage. 


On  the  contrary,  diffusers  such  as  those 
shown  in  the  installation  pictured  here, 
by  their  modern  design  often  add  much 
to  the  theatre’s  pleasing  appearance. 


SUPER-CINEPHOR  PROJECTION 

keeps  the  box  office  busy 

Many  of  your  audience  may  not  know  a projection  lens  from  a sound  track,  but  they  do 
know  good  projection  quality  and  show  it  in  patronage. 

Audiences  like  pictures  that  are  clear  and  sharp  from  center  to  edges.  They  like  the  bril- 
liance and  color  fidelity  of  Super-Cinephor  Projection.  You'll  enjoy  the  box  office  reaction 
to  Super-Cinephors  in  your  projection  booth.  Send  for  details  of  this  truly  anastigmatic 
color  corrected  projection  lens.  Bausch  & Lomb  Optical  Co.,  720  St.  Paul  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

BAUSCH  &■  LOMB 


FOR  YOUR  EYES,  INSIST  ON  BAUSCH  A LOMB  EYEWEAR,  MADE  FROM  BAUSCH  « LOMB  I 
GLASS  TO  BAUSCH  A LOMB  HtCH  STANDARDS  OF  PRECISION I 
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The  Time  to  Look  at  Blue  Prints  is 
BEFORE  You  Buy 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


The  character  of 
the  letters  I re- 
ceive from  theatre 
owners  imdergoes  a 
seasonal  change.  Along 
about  January  some 
of  you  write  that  you 
are  going  to  air  con- 
dition and  ask  what 
would  I advise.  Later, 
in  Jime,  more  of  you 
write  that  you  have 
been  reading  my  ar- 
ticles for  a long  time  and  that  they  have 
been  of  considerable  help  to  you — but  that 
you  had  just  installed  air  conditioning  in 
your  new  house  and  the  “darn  thing  don’t 
work.’’  Now  again  you  ask  me  what  would 
I advise. 

Well,  fellows,  I advise  all  of  you  to 
get  your  advice  earlier,  thus  to  relieve  me 
of  answering  your  June  inquiries  to  the 
effect  that  "It’s  just  too  had!’’  I’ve  had  to 
do  it  several  times  lately. 

Possibly  most  of  you  who  write  me 
think  I’m  some  kind  of  King  Solomon 
sitting  on  my  throne  with  a juicy  garboon 
handy  and  disp)ensmg  air  conditioning  wis- 
dom and  justice  to  the  high,  the  middling 
and  the  lowly.  Perhaps  you  think  that  all 
you  have  to  do  is  bring  your  troubles  to 
me  and  regardless  of  what  you  may  have 
done  or  what  has  been  done  to  you,  I can 
fix  it  every  time. 

I do  try  to  cure  the  majority  of  ail- 
ments brought  to  me,  but  I also  prescribe 
■preventive  medicine.  Nobody  gets  very  sick 
who  contacts  me  in  time  and  then  follows 
my  prescription. 

There’s  Always  a Limit 
One  chap  down  in  Texas  complained  of 
drafts  and  breeze.  I prescribed  for  him 
and  he  installed  the  air  diffusion  system 
I specified.  He  now  writes:  “The  trouble 
now  seems  to  be  lack  of  breeze.”  He  con- 
tinues: “It  is  only  100  degrees  out  of  doors 
and  it’s  78  to  83  indoors.’’  And  he  wants 
to  know  what  will  happen  when  the  wea- 
ther really  gets  hot. 

Using  an  air  washer,  his  trouble  is  hu- 
midity. I am  not  saying  that  his  air 

*Air  Conditio-ning  Engineer,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 


washer  can’t  be  put  to  work  because  I 
think  that  it  can.  But  I am  saying  that  a 
fellow  shouldn’t  ask  me  merely  to  trim 
his  toenails  when  he’s  got  a malignant 
sore  foot. 

How  many  times  have  I said  you  cannot 
buy  air  conditioning  at  a dime  store?  Nor 
at  Tiffany’s  either.  How  many  times  have 
I advised  you  not  to  air  condition  a house 
or  even  attempt  to  without  thought  to 
local  weather  conditions  affecting  you. 
Just  listen  to  this  wail  from  an  Illinois 
theatre  man: 

“I  have  a cooling  problem  that  keeps 
me  in  a dither  about  all  summer.  For 
every  night  that  it  is  good  and  comfort- 
able, two  others  give  the  customers  a 
hot  time.  Having  been  a reader  of  your 
column  for  some  time,  I have  at  last 
decided  to  write  you.  . . . City  water  is 
used,  which  is  49  degrees  coming  out  of 
the  well  and  about  52-54  at  my  meter. 
Two  5,500  c.f.m.  blowers  powered  by  one- 
half  h.  p.  motors.  One  water  coil  IVz 
tons  capacity  and  one  4-ton  capacity  coil. 
295  seats.” 

Sketches  were  submitted,  of  course.  Now 
this  man  almost  had  a good  job.  His  trou- 
ble is  due  to  an  overlooked  local  condition, 
over  which  control  can  be  obtained,  and 
a letter  from  me  may  fix  him  up.  But 
I also  “suspect”  his  coils  since  a total  of 
111/2  tons  cooling  capacity  for  a 295-seat 
house  may  not  be  enough. 

Tracing  the  Trouble 

What  does  he  know  about  the  cooling 
capacity  of  his  coils  anyway?  Some  sales- 
man probably  told  him.  Those  coils  could 
have  111/2  tons  of  cooling  capacity  without 
being  able  to  touch  the  humidity.  That, 
I think,  is  his  trouble.  But  I have  to 
imagine  these  things  when  writing  to  him 
since  he  did  not  invite  me  to  call  and 
“give  a look.” 

I also  imagine  he’s  got  a water  tank 
in  his  home-town  into  which  the  city 
pumps  its  water.  When  the  pump  is  operat- 
ing he  has  a comfortable  house.  When  the 
pump  shuts  down  he  gets  warm  water  from 
the  water  tank.  I’ve  fixed  many  jobs  hav- 
ing this  sort  of  trouble. 

I think  I’ll  start  a “Puzzle  Contest.”  It’s 
high  time  you  theatre  owners  were  given 
a chance  to  answer  some  of  your  own 


questions.  A pair  of  horn-rimmed  spec- 
tacles will  be  given  for  the  best  answer 
and  a pair  of  rims  without  the  “specs” 
will  be  given  for  the  funniest  one.  The 
contest  will  be  open  to  everybody,  in- 
cluding salesmen,  plumbers  and  hardware 
dealers. 

Seriously,  though,  I have  a real  puzzle 
confronting  me.  I don’t  know  the  answer. 
This  is  it:  Since  we  all  know  that  air 
conditioning,  as  such,  does  not  rest  on  the 
shelf  of  any  hardware  store  nor  in  any 
one  piece  of  apparatus,  but  does  reside  in 
a blueprint  incorporating  proper  engineer- 
ing design,  why  do  you  buy  your  gadgets 
first  and  then  appeal  to  me  to  make  them 
work  when  I had  nothing  to  do  with  their 
selection? 

A letter  mailed  in  time  can  save  you  a 
lot  of  grief  and  probably  expense.  But 
postage  stamps  will  do  little  good  after 
you  have  bought  something  that’s  grossly 
unsuitable. 

I don’t  deal  in  junk  when  I air  condition 
a theatre.  Yet  many  of  you  will  buy  it  at 
high  prices  and  then  appeal  to  me  to  per- 
form a miracle.  I can  sometimes  make 
junk  work  better,  but  never  as  well  as 
when  suitable  equipment  is  available.  How- 
ever, the  results  secured  when  I have  an 
opportunity  to  specify  a complete  job  can- 
not be  equalled  when  I have  to  use  mis- 
fit apparatus  because  you  bought  it  on  the 
blind  side. 

What’s  Wrong  and  Why 

One  of  the  biggies  in  the  air  conditioning 
business  blew  his  top  the  other  day  in  a 
castigating  article  to  be  read  by  the  trade. 
In  it  he  made  the  following  statements: 
“Tlie  engineering  is  Wrong.  The  prices  are 
Wrong.  The  merchandising  is  Wrong.”  So, 
I suppose  everything  else  is  all  right. 

I have  always  viewed  the  air  condition- 
ing industry  in  a more  charitable  light, 
feeling  that  it  was  in  about  the  same  stage 
that  the  automobile  industry  was  when 
Henry  first  brought  out  his  Model  “T.” 

Well,  I know  that  few  theatre  owners 
realize  what  constitutes  air  conditioning 
even  though  they  are  large  buyers  of 
equipment.  But  it  begins  to  appear  now 
that  practically  nobody  knows  what  it  is 
except  me — and  I won’t  tell. 

When  you  bought  that  first  Model  “T” 
Ford,  you  at  least  knew  you  had  bought 
transportation.  But  my  records  show  that 
after  many  of  you  have  bought  an  assort- 


Are  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  ex- 
plained in  common,  non-technical 
every-day  terms  becomes  less  baffling 
to  the  man  who  wants  to  buy  equip- 
ment. If  you  are  confused  regarding 
the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  write  a letter  to  Gordon 
H.  Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  outlining  your 
conditions,  seating  capacity,  room  di- 
mension, present  equipment,  etc.  Give 
him  the  facts,  ENCLOSE  POSTAGE 
for  reply  and  he’ll  be  glad  to  analyze 
your  layout  and  give  you  unbiased 
recommendations  on  your  require- 
ments. 
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SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  imagrinary  concoctions  for  the  purimse  of  mis- 
representing' reader  interest.  Original  signed  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  sub.iect  to  the  ap- 
proval of  correspondents. 


merit  of  air  conditioning  gadgets,  you  soon 
have  a lurking  suspicion  that  you  didn’t 
buy  air  conditioning  at  all. 

Air  conditioning  is  a “thing.”  Something 
alive.  Like  the  flame  of  the  spirit  in  man 
or  the  essence  in  the  seed  of  a flower.  It 
requires  the  products  of  earth,  air,  fire 
and  water  to  be  brought  to  life  under  the 
roof  of  your  theatre  and  while  the  prin- 
ciples of  it  are  set  forth  in  many  library 
books,  it  takes  a magician,  an  alchemist, 
an  expert,  an  engineer  to  work  the  right 
kind  of  magic  for  you. 

If  I depended  for  my  livelihood  upon  the 
engineering  fees  I receive  from  you  people 
before  you  get  in  trouble,  I’d  starve  to 
death  in  forty  days.  But  there  is  an  in- 
creasing number  of  you  who  dep.nd  on 
me  for  intelligent  corrective  advice,  and  to 
date  I hope  I have  proved  adequate  to  the 
demand.  Without  appearing  too  bombas- 
tic, too  conceited,  too  sure  I am  always 
right,  the  results  whatever  they  are  will 
have  to  speak  for  themselves. 

My  Compliments  to  You 

In  writing  for  you  I want  to  pay  you 
a secret  compliment.  I believe  you  are  more 
intelligent  than  the  rank-and-file  in  the 
air  conditioning  industry.  The  term  “air 
conditioning”  has  been  so  mis-used,  so 
abused  that  a correspondent  of  mine  in 
Adelaide,  Australia,  has  written  suggest- 
ing that  the  title  “Air  Simmonizing”  be 
used  instead.  He  was  not  being  facetious, 
either. 

When  a grateful  furrier  hauls  ^ff  and 
presents  my  wife  with  a set  of  silver  foxes 
worth  several  hundred  dollars  in  hard  coin 
as  a token  of  appreciation  for  what  was 
done  in  his  fur  storage  vault,  he’s  not 
fooling  either.  It  must  be  that  he  got 
sump’n  he  didn’t  expect. 

Now  what  that  “sump’n”  is,  you  can  as- 
certain by  asking  for  a plan  and  then 
following  it.  The  “thing”  I have  men- 
tioned as  being  alive  is  in  the  blueprint; 
not  in  the  apparatus. 

Some  of  these  days  I’m  going  to  expect 
you  to  pay  the  cost  of  these  darn  things, 
which  I’ve  mentioned  as  standing  me  an 
average  of  $6.12  apiece.  No  sense  in  tak- 
ing money  away  from  a satisfied  client 
and  spending  it  on  you  when  you  don’t  use 
it.  Naturally,  when  I make  you  a plan  I 
want  you  to  keep  in  touch  with  me  until 
your  final  result  is  achieved.  And  then 
I want  a frank  letter  of  expression  out 
of  you  mailed  direct  to  The  Modern  Thea- 
tre section  of  Boxoffice,  with  full  per- 
mission to  publish  it  over  your  name  and 
address. 

Names  will  not  be  published  without  per- 
mission, but  I want  the  full  light  of  pub- 
licity focused  on  my  work  for  y u.  There 
has  been  a complete  absence  of  raspber- 
ries— and  I do  like  them  in  season.  Com- 
pliments are  very  nice  and  I have  re- 
ceived many  of  them,  but  I’d  relish  more 
intelligent  criticism. 

Certainly  this  is  what  I am  trying  to 
give  you  with  all  the  fellowship  and  good 
will  in  the  world.  And  I can  take  it,  too. 
If  the  rank-and-file  in  the  air  conditioning 
industry  were  intelligent,  I wouldn’t  have 
a job.  But,  it  takes  an  intelligent  man 
to  run  a theatre  successfully.  The  non- 
intelligent  are  removed  more  rapidly  un- 
der the  sheriff’s  hammer  than  are  the 
derelicts  who,  having  failed  at  just  about 

(Continued  on  following  page) 


The  following  letter  from  a much- 
abused  theatre  man  in  Minnesota  was 
hand-picked  for  reproduction,  because  it 
happens  to  be  typical  of  cases  too  fre- 
quently encountered. 

The  letter:  “After  having  three  disas- 
trous experiences  with  air  conditioning,  I’d 
appreciate  it  if  you  would  be  so  kind  as 
to  put  me  on  the  right  path.  Enclosed 
are  a couple  of  crude  drawings.  Hope 
you’re  able  to  decipher  them. 

“We  have  the  following:  One  blower 
rated  at  5,000  c.f.m.,  one  3-horse  power 
motor,  and  four  giant  water  cooling  coils, 
each  one  of  them  being  31  inches  by  33 
inches.  (Don’t  know  the  capacity,  none 
listed  on  them.) 

“The  only  outlet  we  have  in  the  ceiling 
is  approximately  2V2  feet,  located  in  the 
very  center  of  the  auditorium  ceiling.  But 
there  are  two  windows  located  at  the  head 
of  the  stairs  leading  to  the  balcony. 

“Now  for  a little  case  history:  The  fan 
was  bought  before  we  came  into  possession 
of  the  theatre  and  was  located  in  the 
basement.  Om’  local  hardware  dealer  con- 
vinced me  that  it’d  do  the  work  if  it  was 
located  on  the  roof  with  ducts  leading 
down  coming  into  the  auditorium  on  each 
side  of  the  screen  opening.  So  we  spent 
a lot  of  money  for  a penthouse,  ruined 
our  roof  and  had  nothing.  The  idea  was 
probably  all  right  if  the  fan  had  been  of 
a decent  size.  The  following  year  a sales- 
man sold  me  those  coils  with  a mighty 
promise  of  what  they’d  do  and  how  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  buy  a larger 
fan  with  his  coils.  Bunk! 

“I’d  appreciate  it  (would  a box  of  cigars 
be  any  inducement?)  if  you’d  outline  what 
is  to  be  done  and  approximately  how  much 
it  would  cost.  Naturally,  if  possible,  we’d 
like  to  use  those  coils  we’re  stuck  with. 

“We  have  a ‘dead  air’  problem  imder- 
neath  our  balcony.  Would  like  to  elimi- 
nate that  also. 

“Park  your  feet  imder  our  table  if  you’re 
ever  in  this  neck  of  the  country. — K.  J.” 

My  response:  “Your  letter  of  May  5th 
received  and  I’ll  settle  for  a bottle  of 
Scotch.  Got  enough  cigars.  Besides,  when 
the  Governor  of  N.  C.  made  a few  re- 
marks to  the  Governor  of  S.  C.,  he  was 
right. 

“Now  your  sketches  sent  with  your  letter 
clearly  showed  me  the  trouble.  And  it’s 
plenty! 

“You  report  a total  of  420  seats,  and 
I’ve  got  a suspicion  you  can  crowd  an- 
other 80  people  into  your  lobby  and  foyer 
on  Bank  Night,  so  including  help  and 
standing  room,  it’s  better  to  figure  on  500 
people.  A cooling  job  a little  too  small  is 
a mighty  sick  job;  or  have  you  found  that 
out? 

“Your  blower  is  only  50  per  cent  large 
enough.  You  should  have  a blower  capable 
of  delivering  10,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute,  being  20  c.f.m  per  person  and  this 
is  the  minimum  I use  on  any  job.  In 
Wisconsin,  you’d  be  required  to  install  a 
15,000  c.f.m.  blower  and  I often  use  this 


much  air  on  theatre  jobs  farther  south, 
where  it  gets  hotter  than  where  you  are. 
Your  blower  should  deliver  this  10,000 
c.f.m.  of  air  at  a one  inch  static  pressure. 

“You  show  an  auditorium  75  feet  long 
with  a balcony  21  feet,  making  the  total 
distance  from  proscenium  to  rear  of  bal- 
cony 91  feet.  You  tell  me  you  are  at- 
tempting to  throw  the  air  this  distance 
through  two  openings,  one  on  each  side 
of  screen.  Well,  it’s  no  soap.  You’ll  have 
to  install  an  overhead  duct  system  and 
as  you  show  a 4-foot  attic  space,  you 
can  do  this. 

“In  order  to  take  care  of  conditions 
under  your  balcony,  you  will  have  to  erect 
two  vents  or  vertical  ducts  extending 
through  your  roof  and  against  each  side 
wall  at  the  extreme  rear  of  your  bal- 
cony. These  ducts  will  have  to  be  run 
to  floor  under  balcony  to  take  the  waste 
air  right  off  your  auditorium  floor.  In 
Wisconsin,  a theatre  could  not  be  opened 
unless  these  vents  were  installed.  Our 
Industrial  Commission  protects  the  thea- 
tre-going public  against  you  theatre  own- 
ers and  your  improper  ventilating  jobs. 
More  power  to  them! 

“Close  up  that  outlet  in  the  center  of 
your  ceiling.  It  merely  lets  your  warm  air 
escape  in  the  winter  and  prevents  cool 
air  reaching  your-  balcony  as  it  allows  an 
outlet  for  it. 

“Since  you  have  already  built  a pent- 
house on  the  roof  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, why  not  use  it  for  your  new  blower, 
which  by  the  way  would  cost  around 
$165.00,  less  motor.  I am  assuming  that 
this  penthouse  is  solidly  built  and  that 
noise  is  not  transmitted  to  your  theatre. 
Let  me  know  about  this. 

“In  regard  to  48-degree  water,  I don’t 
believe  it.  Check  your  thermometer.  But 
if  you  have  it,  you  are  lucky.  Of  all  the 
jobs  I have  done  so  far,  I’ve  never  had 
water  as  cold  as  this. 

“About  your  giant  coils,  let  me  draw 
the  veil  of  silence  over  this.  I get  many 
requests  for  information  as  to  where  sec- 
ond-hand blowers  and  coils  can  be  picked 
up  cheaply  and  I could  send  you  a few 
names  of  theatre  owners  who  want  to  buy 
some  junk.  Don’t  be  one  of  them. 

“Twenty  square  feet  by  four  row  coils 
manifolded  on  the  counter-flow  principle 
is  what  I’d  use  for  10,000  c.f.m.  and  50 

degree  water.  Have  used  coils 

with  every  satisfaction  and  I merely  men- 
tion their  name  because  they  are  a Minne- 
sota firm. 

“Should  youi’  town  be  near  the  city 
where  these  coils  are  manufactured,  you 

might  call  on  Mr mentioning 

my  name.  But  I don’t  want  any  mistake 
about  that  48-degree  water.  If  you  have 
it,  suitable  coils  will  not  cost  much.  Am 
thinking  that  possibly  a three-coil  job 
might  do  the  trick,  if  you  really  have 
48-degree  water.  But  a mistake  about  this 
would  be  fatal. 

“Now  I’d  be  glad  to  make  a little  layout 
(Continued  on  following  page) 
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The  Time  to  Look  at  Blue 
Prints  Is  Before  You  Buy 

(Continued  from  preceding  page; 

everything  else,  take  to  air  conditioning 
for  a living. 

Too  Much  Tinkering 

Years  ago,  the  engineering  profession 
became  crowded  in  the  same  old  way.  En- 
gineering was  the  thing  that  would  make 
a person  rich.  Nowadays  you  can  buy  a 
good  engineer  for  a song  and  sing  it  your- 
self. If  I were  a “good”  engineer,  maybe 
I’d  be  more  of  a bargain. 

In  every  village  and  hamlet  today  you 
can  see  a sign  on  somebody’s  speedy  truck 
reading  about  like  this: 

JOE  KERPLUNKUS 
Plumbing 
Heating 

Sheet  Metal  Work 
Air  Conditioning 

To  make  the  sign  complete,  “sewing  and 
embroidery”  should  be  added.  If  this  man 
is  successful,  he  will  be  able  to  embroider 
with  fine  talk  his  ignorance  about  air 
conditioning,  and,  after  he  sells  you,  get 
regular  jobs  out  of  you  for  plumbing  and 
repairs  to  make  it  work. 

Years  ago,  I used  to  be  somewhat  of  a 
Joe  Kerplunkus,  too.  I remember  well  one 
time  I installed  a job  that  didn’t  work  so 
well  and  the  customer  said,  “Send  up  an- 
other shoemaker.” 

Well,  I now  have  “shoemakers”  who 
prepare  those  plans  for  you  and  I pay 
them  $2.00  an  hour.  Every  one  of  them 
is  a registered  engineer  and  we  do  this 
work  for  amusement  and  relaxation  as  well 


as  with  the  feeling  that  we  are  helping 
somebody.  Every  time  a contribution  is 
enclosed,  we  take  it  to  the  corner  saloon 
and  buy  beers.  But  the  fellow  who  merely 
sends  a postage  stamp  gets  the  same  ser- 
vice, as  many  of  you  can  testify.  Which, 
by  the  way,  is  what  I think  you  ought  to 
do. 

The  plans  we  make  can  be  inspected 
by  the  biggest  bug  in  the  air  conditioning 
business  and  I defy  him  to  follow  up  the 
assertion  and  make  it  stick  that  “The 
engineering  is  Wrong.” 

Simmons'  Q-ond-A 
Comer 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

for  you  if  you  intend  to  go  through  with 
my  recommendations  as  outlined  in  my 
letter.  Your  ‘dead  air’  problem  under  the 
balcony  would  be  eliminated.  But  should 

you  call  on  Mr you  might  tell 

him  for  me  that  a set  of  ‘coils’  does  not 
make  an  air  conditioning  system.  Send 
along  the  bottle  so  I can  get  air  con- 
ditioned and  I’ll  be  a watch  dog  for  you, 
until  I can  think  up  some  excuse  to  come 
to  your  neck  of  the  woods  so  I can  ac- 
cept your  kind  invitation. — G.  H.  S.” 


Vern  RusseU,  of  the  Wabeno  Theatre,  at 
Wabeno,  Wis.,  writes  me  again — this  time 
with  permission  to  print  his  name.  So  here 
goes: 

His  letter:  “In  case  you  wondered  where 
the  cigar  and  postage  was  that  I men- 
tioned in  my  letter  to  you  which  was  en- 
closed with  the  blueprints,  I just  want  to 


advise  that  I conveniently  forgot  to  en- 
close it.  So  here  it  is — and  as  I said  be- 
fore, only  cigar  and  postage  money. — 
Vern  Russell.” 

My  answer:  “For  goodness  sake,  Vern,  be 
careful  when  writing  letters  to  me.  I’ve 
got  a weak  heart.  And  it  was  a terrific 
shock  to  open  a letter  from  you  and  have 
a check  drop  into  my  lap.  Had  it  been 
a snake,  it  would  have  bit  me,  for  I was 
petrified  with  surprise — and  pleasure. 

“The  good  old  State  of  Wisconsin!  It 
took  a Wisconsin  man  to  mail  me  the  first 
unsolicited  check  I ever  received.  Of  course, 
I have  received  paper  money  in  envelopes 
but  the  figures  on  this  paper  money  usual- 
ly started  and  ended  with  the  figure  “1.” 

“Naturally,  I am  glad  to  receive  these 
tokens  of  friendliness,  too.  All  contribu- 
tions are  gratefully  received  and  large  ones 
in  proportion.  And  while  I have  in  a spirit 
of  mischief  solicited  contributions  ranging 
from  postage  stamps  and  cigars  to  gaso- 
line and  champagne  (and  got  them,  too), 
I have  not  solicited  checks.  However,  I as- 
sure you  and  all  other  theatre  owners  that 
any  check  sent  me  will  not  be  returned  un- 
indorsed by  Little  O’  Me. 

“I  get  a great  big  kick  out  of  opening 
my  daily  mail.  God  only  knows  what  I’ll 
find.  Sometimes  it’s  a letter  full  of  rasp- 
berries so  I don’t  need  fruit  for  breakfast. 
And  often  it’s  a letter  such  as  yours, 
sincerely  asking  for  help,  and  I can’t 
refuse. 

“I  am  trying  to  follow  the  biblical  in- 
junction to  ‘give  and  ye  shall  receive.’  I 
find  that  there  really  is  pleasure  in  giving 
— especially  when  it’s  information,  which 
don’t  cost  nothin’.  Am  informed,  too,  that 
‘it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.’ 


Anemostat  High  Velocity  Air  Diffuser 

Gives 

Draftless  Air  Distribution 

Cooling  systems  in  theatres  are  now  in  full  operation. 

Theatre  owners  are  not  always  aware  of  criticism  leveled 
by  their  patrons.  Patronage  may  be  affected  by  cold  drafts 
which  are  harmful  and  unpleasant  and  are  due  to  faulty 
methods  of  air  distribution. 

We  respectfully  suggest  that  you  investigate  the  condi- 
tion in  your  theatre  with  reference  to  drafts.  If  you  have 
a draft  problem  the  "Anemostat"  can  solve  it  for  you  as  it 
has  solved  the  same  problem  in  a hundred  other  theatres. 

The  Anemostat  can  be  applied  to  existing  systems. 

The  Anemostat  is  easily  installed  and  it  has  no  moving 
parts. 

Please  communicate  with  us. 


Molitor 

Congress  Heiffhts  Theatre,  Washington,  D.  C. 

John  Zink,  Ksq.,  Architect 

Washin^on  Refrlg’eration  Co.,  Contractors 


A k I C X i C T AT"  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 

IZ/y\\-<^^  I#\I  10  east  39th  street,  new  YORK,  N.Y. 


"No  Air  Conditioning  System  is  better  than  its  Air  Distribution^ 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


Now  theatre  owners  don’t  get  ‘blessed’  as 
much  as  they  get  ‘cussed.’  In  many  ways 
they  are  a cussed  bunch;  but  I like  ’em. 

“And  if  they  want  to  get  blessed  by  me, 
they  only  have  to  write  in.  Not  necessary 
to  make  the  request  if  a contribution  is 
enclosed. 

“Some  of  these  days,  our  ‘Q-and-A  Cor- 
ner’ will  be  self-sustaining.  It  costs  much 
more  than  stamps  to  run  it.  Draftsmen  and 
stenographers  have  to  be  paid,  and  checks 
such  as  yours  do  help.  Thanks  a million, 
Vern.— G.  H.  S.” 


How  on  Educator 
Looks  at  the  Picture 
Exhibitor's  Problem 

(Continued  from  page  38) 

comfortable  and  pleasant  in  atmosphere; 
whether  the  seats  are  in  good  working 
condition. 

(5)  To  note  whether  the  ventilation  of 
the  theatre  is  properly  cared  for  by  fre- 
quent changes  of  air  or  by  modern  air- 
conditioning;  to  find  out  whether  the  the- 
atre, if  it  is  not  air-conditioned,  is  pro- 
vided with  large  blower  and  exhaust  fans 
over  the  ceiling  and  whether  the  fans  are 
in  operation  regularly. 

Cooperation  Extended 

To  meet  theatre  managers  half  way, 
educators  are  teaching  boys  and  girls  audi- 
ence behavior.  In  a study  guide  to  the 
appreciation  of  “Union  Pacific,”  for  ex- 
ample, a set  of  ten  commandments  has 
been  published  and  widely  used  in  schools 
throughout  the  nation.  Likewise,  in  a guide 
to  the  appreciation  of  “The  Mikado,”  there 
is  a humorous  decalogue  telling  what  will 
happen  to  those  who  do  not  behave  them- 
selves so  that  others  may  enjoy  the  show. 

More  than  that,  such  progressive  theatre 
managers  as  Louis  Stein  are  assured  of 
special  cooperation  in  the  development  of 
special  matinee  audiences  that  will  fill 
theatres  on  days  when  theatres  are  ordi- 
narily poorly  patronized.  Recently  in  New- 
ark Mr.  Stein’s  Roosevelt  Theatre  offered 
a selected  program  of  screen  entertainment 
that  was  generally  agreed  to  be  one  which 
combined  both  education  and  amusement 
and  that  developed  a sense  of  values  among 
young  moviegoers. 

On  a Friday  afternoon  when  normally 
the  theatre  plays  to  less  than  100  adults 
and  when  normally  no  children  attend,  this 
theatre  recently  played  to  1,820  paid  ad- 
missions of  elementary  and  high-school 
students  and  the  usual  quota  of  adults. 
And  yet,  the  average  Saturday  matinee 
or  even  Sunday  matinee  of  this  house  is 
only  850,  or  less  than  half  the  number 
attending  through  school  cooperation. 

In  a subsequent  article  to  appear  in  The 
Modern  Theatre  section,  I shall  describe 
the  Newark  plan  in  more  detail. 


It  is  not  too  early  to  anticipate  your 
heating  requirements  for  the  coming  win- 
ter. Repairs  and  replacements  now  may 
avoid  that  last-minute  rush. 


Don’t  forget  to  check  the  condition  of 
your  screen.  Here  is  a vital  point  in  your 
projection  that  should  have  frequent  in- 
spection. 


form  at  theatres  equipped  with  Deluxe  Projection 

Exhibitors  everywhere  are  installing 
Strong  Arc  Lamps  to  improve  their  pro- 
jection and  effect  the  economies  possible 
with  this  modern  equipment. 

For  Sale  by  Independent  Theatre  Supply 
Dealers  everywhere.  Demonstration  in 
your  own  theatre,  without  obligation. 

Write  today  for  free  catalog  on  Strong 
unconditionally  guaranteed  products — 
your  guide  to  better  projection. 


THECTTn^Kl^ElECTHIC  COkPOHATION 

, )|  Lev  /l\v  1 2501  LAGRANGE  STREET  • TOLEDO,  OHIO 

1 A Vwl  Export  Office,  Boom  2002,  220  W.  42nd  Si,  New  York  City  i 
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STREAMLINED 
Curtain  Control  Unit 


Even  the  smallest  theatre  can  now  afford  the  safety,  convenience, 
dependability  and  smooth  operating  features  of  this  modern,  eco- 
nomical, streamlined  curtain  control  unit.  Curtains  can  be  operated 
and  controlled  from  any  location  in  the  building — the  projection 
room,  back-stage,  or  intermediate  positions.  Just  a touch  on  an 
electric  button  opens  or  closes  the  curtain  smoothly  and  noiseless- 
ly— allowing  it  to  fold  and  drape  in  perfect,  even  folds. 


The  complete  control  unit  comprises 
a Clancy  lightweight,  noiseless  draw 
curtain  track  connected  with  a Clancy 
utility  synchronized  curtain  control. 
This  imit  will  serve  any  stage — up  to 
a 35  foot  opening.  For  larger  stages, 
Clancy  heavy  duty  tracks  can  be 
supplied. 

You  should  know  more  about  this 
popular,  low  priced  unit  that  will  give 


your  theatre  the  up-to-date  efficiency 
and  appearance  of  the  largest  met- 
ropolitan playhouses.  It  is  simply  end 
easily  installed. 

Let  us  quote  you  on  this  unit — 
complete,  ready  to  install  in  your 
theatre.  Write  us  today  giving  the 
height  and  width  of  proscenium  open- 
ing. We  furnish  blue  prints  and  de- 
tailed installation  instructions. 


J.  R.  CLANCY,  INC.,  Syracuse,  n.  y. 

Complete  Equipment  for  the  Mechanical  Operation 
of  Stage  and  Orchestra 
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Homelike  Hospitality  in  the  Theatre 
Means  Modern  Rest  Rooms 

By  Anna  M.  Corcoran* 


ONE  of  the  outstanding  phases  of 
life  today  is  our  ability  to  enjoy 
great  plays,  dramas  and  stories 
through  the  medium  of  the  motion  picture 
in  the  pleasant  and  attractive  surround- 
ings of  the  modern  theatre. 

It  seems  as  if  no  expense  has  been 
spared  to  satisfy  the  natural  desire  which 
most  of  us  have  for  comfort  and  luxury. 
The  modern  theatre  in  its  outward  aspects 
and  furnishings  has  attempted,  and  not 
without  considerable  success,  to  educate 
and  cater  to  the  innate  artistic  sense  of 
the  pleasure-loving  public. 

Even  in  neighborhood  and  small-town 
theatres,  the  owner  or  manager  has  done 
his  utmost  to  make  the  movie  house  rest- 
ful and  inviting.  But,  with  few  exceptions, 
they  have  failed  in  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant respects,  for  in  theatres  on  metro- 
politan broadways  or  small-town  main 
streets,  the  restroom  is  the  "forgotten 
room.” 

No  Signs  Needed 

Beautifully  furnished,  lighted,  and  some- 
times air  conditioned,  the  theatre  often 
needs  no  placards  to  announce  the  loca- 


*C hair  man  Sanitation  Committee, 
Women’s  Auxiliary,  National  Association 
of  Master  Plumbers. 


tion  of  restrooms.  They  are  out  of  sight 
but  not  out  of  smell.  One  does  not  have 
to  inquire  where  the  toilet,  lavatory,  or 
restroom  is,  the  odor  will  guide  him.  On 
entering,  one’s  first  reaction  is  to  turn  and 
go  away.  Only  dire  necessity  compels  one 
to  use  such  insanitary  facilities.  With  the 
kindliest  intentions  possible,  one  still  vows 
never  to  come  there  again.  And,  we  Aux- 
iliary members  don’t  mind  telling  our 
friends  and  neighbors.  In  fact,  however, 
we  are  only  doing  what  hundreds  of  others 
are  doing,  for  I have  heard  comments  on 
numerous  occasions,  protesting  against  at- 
tendance at  certain  theatres  because  the 
restrooms  were  so  unpleasant. 

Undoubtedly,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
theatre’s  business  day,  the  toilet  room  and 
lavatories  are  clean  and  sanitary,  but, 
when  there  is  no  attendant  or  supervision, 
it  doesn’t  take  long — and  this  is  not  par- 
ticularly creditable  to  our  citizenry — be- 

This  modern  lavatory  with  single- 
spout, sanitary  raised  faucet  was  in- 
stalled in  a theatre  restroom  when 
plumbing  facilities  were  modernized. 
Note  how  the  sheen  of  fine  vitreous 
china  and  chromium-plating  helps  to 
produce  the  effect  of  inviting  cleanli- 
ness. 


fore  the  room  becomes  unsightly,  un- 
clean, and  insanitary.  It  can  be  said  in 
defense  of  ourselves — the  public — that,  if 
the  room  is  clean,  we  are  more  prone  to 
help  keep  it  clean.  If  it  is  dirty,  no  one 
seems  to  care  what  is  done  to  the  room, 
and  “a  few  more  papers  about  the  floor 
won’t  make  it  much  worse.” 

Everyone  needs  to  be  reminded  of  the 
fact  that  he,  or  she,  is  a guest  of  the 
theatre — even  though  a paying-guest,  and 
as  a guest  it  is  his  or  her  duty  to  be  as 
neat  and  courteous  as  at  home.  In  visit- 
ing various  theatres,  as  a member  of  the 
Sanitation  Committee  of  our  Auxiliary,  I 
have  noticed  that,  when  dignified  placards 
are  hung  in  the  washrooms,  the  patrons 
are  more  careful. 

More  Attention  Required 

There  is  no  substitute,  however,  for  ade- 
quate supervision  of  washrooms.  I be- 
lieve there  should  be  an  attendant  in 
charge,  or  some  one  to  check  the  wash- 
rooms at  regular  intervals  during  the  time 
the  theatre  is  open.  Children  are  often 
the  most  constant  users  of  the  restroom 
facilities.  For  their  protection,  for  their 
imitation,  and  for  their  approbation  the 
restrooms  should  be  kept  scrupulously 
clean,  neat,  and  attractive. 

Mothers  demand  for  their  children  and 


This  is  the  insanitary  lavatory  re- 
placed during  the  modernization  work 
in  the  theatre  restroom.  The  bowl  has 
become  filled  due  to  a clogged  drain 
and  constant  dripping  of  the  faucets. 
Note  the  siphonage  of  water  from  the 
bowl  into  the  faucet  because  the  sani- 
tary level  of  one  inch  between  top 
of  rim  and  mouth  of  faucet  was  not 
maintained. 

families  sanitary  protection  in  public 
places,  and  particularly  in  theatres  invit- 
ing their  patronage.  Where  such  sanitary 
protection  to  health  is  not  furnished, 
mothers  would  rather  forego,  or  forbid, 
the  entertainment  than  run  the  risks  in- 
volved. 

Restroom  facilities  need  not  be  luxuri- 
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ous.  Rather  should  they  be  adequate, 
a'ry,  clean,  sanitary,  with  modern  plumb- 
ing fixtures. 

In  discussing  the  situation  with  man- 
agers in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
members  of  our  Committee  have  found 
that  managers  are  too  willing  to  place  the 
blame  on  the  patrons  of  the  theatre  for 
the  prevalence  of  unsightly  and  insani- 
tary conditions  in  the  restrooms.  We 
cannot  correct  an  evil  merely  by  placing 
the  blame.  We  must  do  something  to  re- 
move it.  Before  the  theatre  manager  or 
owner  has  any  right  at  all  to  blame  his 
guests,  he  should  make  certain  that  he  is 
doing  all  within  his  power  to  provide  them 
with  the  best  sanitary  equipment  possible 
for  his  restrooms.  Members  of  our  Com- 
mittee know  from  experience  that  the 
public  does  appreciate  courtesy  and  con- 
sideration of  its  comforts  in  the  provision 
for  modern  sanitary  restrooms.  We  have 
found  that  the  theatre  with  the  clean 
restrooms  does  get  increased  patronage — 
and  it  gets  this  patronage  from  the  peo- 
ple who  like  movies,  and  have  the  money 
to  pay  for  regular  attendance. 

Let  me  describe  for  you  briefly  what  I 
consider  desirable  in  washroom  fixtures. 

First,  let  us  consider  the  water  closet. 
This  should  be  of  the  wall-hung  type  with 
a modern  vitreous  china  bowl,  and  prefer- 
ably equipped  with  a foot-operated  flush 
valve.  Mechanically,  the  closet  should 
have  a quiet,  positive  action,  and  a large 
trapway,  so  that  it  will  not  clog  with 
ordinary  usage. 

There  is,  of  course,  only  one  type  of  seat 


for  public  toilets,  and  that  is  the  open- 
front,  hard  rubber  or  composition  seat. 
This  is  impervious  to  moisture,  and  will 
stand  up  under  constant  cleaning  with 
strong  disinfectants,  such  as  alcohol. 

Wherever  possible,  I think  there  should 
be  separate  toilet  rooms  for  small  chil- 
dren. This  is  a protection  to  them,  as 
well  as  easier  for  them  to  use.  It  also 
relieves  the  use  and  abuse  on  the  toilets 
for  adults. 

It  is  well,  if  closets  with  tanks  are  used, 
to  have  the  covers  provided  with  locks,  so 
that  the  curious  public  cannot  remove 
them  and  possibly  interfere  with  the  pro- 
per action  of  the  tank  mechanism  in  flush- 
ing. 

Lavatories  should  be  of  a moderate  size 
— not  too  large,  to  be  sure,  but  larger  than 
the  minimum  sized  bowl  and  with  a flat 
top.  The  thoughtful  manager  will  pro- 
vide bowls  with  non-splash  rims  for  the 
protection  of  the  guests. 

Since  it  is  more  sanitary  to  wash  in  run- 
ning water,  especially  in  public  lavatories, 
single  spout  faucets  with  mixing  valves 
to  temper  the  water  should  be  used  on  all 
lavatories.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  provide  theatre  restroom  lavatories 
with  a plug  or  mechanism  to  close  the 
drain.  These  may  become  lost  or  out  of 
order,  or  left  closed  so  that  the  bowl  fills 
up  and  runs  over,  or  is  siphoned  into  the 
fresh  water  supply  through  the  faucet. 

The  practice  today  is  to  place  the  faucet 
at  least  one  inch  above  the  rim  of  the 
lavatory,  and  thus  entirely  prevent  the 
possibility  of  siphonage.  Many  managers, 
sensitive  to  the  comfort  and  health  of 


their  guests,  are  having  their  washrooms 
modernized  with  new  lavatories  and  pro- 
perly placed  faucets,  or  are  at  least  re- 
placing the  old  faucets  with  the  new  high, 
single  spout  fixtures. 

Lavatories,  like  closets,  should  be  of  the 
wall-hung  type,  as  this  facilitates  clean- 
ing. They  should  be  of  a good  grade  sani- 
tary cast  iron  with  acid-resisting  en- 
ameled finish,  or  of  vitreous  china,  be- 
cause then  they  are  easy  to  clean  and 
keep  glistening  like  new.  Faucets  and  fit- 
tings should  have  a chromium  finish,  for 
this  requires  no  scouring  to  keep  shiny — 
only  wiping  with  a damp  cloth. 

Glass  Blocks  Provide 
Modern  Building  Medium 

Today’s  theatre  building  and  moderniz- 
ing requirements  demand  a combination  of 
the  functional  with  the  aesthetic  in  all 
materials.  One  of  the  newer  structural 
materials  that  combines  these  qualities  in 
a marked  degree  is  the  glass  block. 

Versatile  in  application  to  theatre  use, 
glass  blocks  combine  properties  and  char- 
acteristics available  in  few  other  building 
material  units.  Research  and  improved 
manufacturing  facilities  have  made  pos- 
sible the  economical  production  of  these 
glass  building  units  having  low  heat  con- 
ductivity, light  transmission  and  diffusing 
qualities,  as  well  as  great  structural 
strength. 

The  widespread  use  of  glass  block  in 
general  building  attests  to  its  value  and 
place  in  the  modern  theatre. 


PROVIDE  PROPER  WASHROOM  SANITATION 


No  matter  how  efficient  automatic 
J deodorizing  devices  may  be,  the 
daily  or  routine  use  of  a cleansing 
disinfectant  such  as  coro-noleum  on 
washroom  floors,  basins,  seats,  etc.,  is 
important. 

As  all  floor  surfaces  are  more  or 

2 less  porous,  it  is  necessary  to  seal 
them.  Washroom  floors  finished 

with  FILPOR  will  not  only  help  prevent 
destructive  elements  from  entering  the 
pores  of  the  floor,  but  will  always  look 
better  and  be  easier  to  keep  clean. 

The  use  of  liquid  soap,  besides  be- 

3 ing  sanitary  and  efficient,  eliminates 
waste.  The  west  latherator 

VALVE  automatically  agitates  the  soap 
into  a rich  creamy  lather  before  it  leaves 
the  valve,  thereby  saving  the  usual  waste, 
as  none  of  the  soap  runs  off  the  hands. 
Latherator  Valves  can  be  installed  in  your 
present  system  at  small  cost. 

The  West  Disinfecting  Company 
^ manufactures  a complete  line  of 
paper  towels  from  fresh,  clean  pulp 
in  its  own  mills.  Standardized  quality  is 
obtained  by  expert  scientific  manufactur- 


WEST DISINFECTING  COMPANY  : 


ing  control.  West  towels  are  made  in 
either  Junior  or  Senior  sizes  and  in  32  lb. 
or  38  lb.  basic  weights.  In  addition,  the 
TANDEM  (double  towel)  is  obtainable 
and  is  popular  with  commercial  organiza- 
tions where  costs  are  carefully  checked. 

An  efficient  method  of  deodori- 
5 zation  in  lavatories  is  the  west 
AUTOMATIC  drip  MACHINE.  The 
special  drip  fluid  spreads  on  the  surface 
of  the  water,  and  helps  overcome  bad 
odors  at  the  source.  The  results  obtained 
through  the  use  of  this  modern  apparatus 
have  been  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that 
it  has  been  recognized  as  a most  practical, 
economical  and  efficient  method  for  elimi- 
nation of  washroom  odors. 

For  literature  on  above 
products,  send  coupon  below. 


West  Disinfecting  Company  Dept.  BX 

42-16  West  St.,  Long  island  City,  N.  Y. 

Please  send  literature  on  pro- 
motion of  washroom  sanitation. 


Name 

Position 

Organization 

Street  and  No.. 


42-16  WEST  STREET  • LONG  ISLAND  CITY,  N.  Y.  ■ c y and  s ac 
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CONDUCTED  IN  COLLABORATION  WITH  LEAD- 
ING THEATRE  ARCHITECTS  AND  ENGINEERS 


Remodeling  Restores  ''Umph"  to  the 
Old  Union  Theatre 


Case  history  of  a current  modernizing  project  in  which 
competent  planning  produced  a commendable  result. 
Pictures  and  particulars  supplied  by  BRUCE  F.  BARNES, 
associate  architect. 


WE  WANTED  a 
short  and 
mea  n i n g f u 1 
term  to  describe  the 
delightful  effect  of  the- 
atre property  modern- 
ization as  we  frequent- 
ly observe  it  nowadays. 

So  we  resorted  to  the 
common  vernacular 
and  found  a good  one. 

Tlie  word  is  “umph” — 
meaning  in  this  in- 
stance, House  Appeal. 

That  something 

which  gives  an  old  theatre  a new  lease  on 


BRUCE  BARNES, 
Architect 


life  is  perhaps  deserving  of  a prettier  word, 
but  just  plain  “umph”  comes  near  charac- 
terizing the  accomplishment  we’re  about  to 
relate. 

The  scene  is  at  1510  North  Union  Avenue 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  the  site  of  the  old 
Union  Theatre.  Until  April  1st  of  this  year, 
the  Union  was  quite  typical  of  the  ordinary 
run  of  aging  movie  theatres  on  which  time 
and  the  tide  of  fashion  have  dealt  none  too 
kindly. 

Its  owners,  St.  Louis  Amusement  Com- 
pany, decided  this  Spring  that  time  had 
arrived  for  a complete  modernization  of 
the  premises.  So  they  commissioned  Leo  P. 
Abrams  and  Bruce  F.  Barnes  as  associate 


architects  to  do  the  job.  Mr.  Barnes,  inci- 
dentally, is  a member  of  the  Advisory  Board 
of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning  Institute 
and  a frequent  contributor  of  case  histories 
on  theatre  projects  to  this  department. 

A Complete  Transformation 
Unfortunately,  we  are  unable  to  show 
pictures  of  the  old  Union  Theatre  as  it 
formerly  appeared  since  none  were  taken 
prior  to  the  process  of  renovation.  How- 
ever, a description  of  the  after  result  and 
the  pictures  presented  here  will  afford  a 
rather  clear  conception  of  the  accomplish- 
ment, in  which  approximately  $48,000  were 
invested  for  House  Appeal  (umph,  if  you 
please) — $33,000  for  structural  alterations 
and  $15,000  for  new  equipment. 

But  let’s  now  describe  the  finished  pro- 
ject as  it  appears  in  its  new  dress,  from 
front  to  rear.  A particularly  eye-catching 
facade  characterizes  the  new  Union.  An 
expanse  of  sun-tan  structural  glass  trim- 
med with  deep  marbleized  blue  covers  the 
lower  portion  of  the  front  to  the  top  of 
the  marquee.  Above  this,  a complimentary 
design  in  stucco  completes  the  front  ele- 
vation. 

A neat  name-sign  is  formed  of  metal 
silhouette  letters  in  a large  size  placed  on 
the  center  panel  of  the  facade.  The  canopy 
is  brilliant  and  modern  in  design  with 
clear-cut  silhouette  display  letters  for  ad- 
vertising efficiency.  Neon  designs  on  the 
marquee  and  flood-lighting  of  the  entire 
theatre  front  make  the  Union  most  im- 
pressive at  night. 

Recessed  poster  frames  of  stainless  steel 
with  concealed  lighting  are  hinged  from 
the  back  to  make  them  water-tight.  This 
is  said  to  be  a new  innovation  in  poster 
frame  construction.  'The  boxoffice,  formed 
of  structural  glass  also,  is  trimmed  with 
stainless  steel  and  fitted  with  draperies  of 
bright  gold.  It  is  equipped  with  modem 
ticket  machines  and  a coin  changer  of  the 
latest  design. 

The  lobby  of  the  remodeled  theatre  was 
re-floored  attractively  in  terrazzo.  With  a 
field  of  coral,  a directional  pattern  was  in- 
corporated in  verde  antique  and  pink  to 
add  distinctly  to  the  beauty  of  this  portion 
of  the  house.  White  marble  forms  the 
baseboard  of  the  lobby  and  the  plastered 
walls  are  ivory  in  color  with  walnut  trim 
about  the  doors  and  poster  frames.  The 
ornamental  plaster  comice  is  highlighted 
in  silver,  blue  and  crimson. 

A Colorful  Interior 
Flush  panel  doors  leading  to  the  inner 
reaches  of  the  theatre  are  highly  polished 
and  trimmed  with  stainless  steel.  Indirect 
lighting  fixtures  of  modern  design  and 
constmcted  of  molded  glass  and  bright 
metal  add  greatly  to  the  eye-appeal  of 
the  lobby. 

'The  foyer  of  the  Union  Theatre  is  di- 
vided from  the  auditorium  by  a standee 
rail  only,  hence  its  decorative  and  color 
scheme  is  similar  to  that  of  the  audi- 
torium itself.  The  walls  in  this  portion 
of  the  house  are  plastered  and  decorated 
in  coral  and  deep  blue.  Carpeting  is  of 
a modern  design  and  complementary  to 

A facade  of  colorful  structural  glass  now 
serves  as  a most  beautiful  backdrop  for 
a massive,  highly  illuminated  marquee 
that  spreads  an  invitation  to  patronage 
in  all  directions.  There’s  plenty  of  sell- 
ing force  in  the  Union’s  new  front. 
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All  Theatre  Builders, 
Please  Note 

If  you  have  recently  remodeled  or 
otherwise  modernized  your  theatre  and 
are  paxticularly  proud  of  the  result, 
please  send  us  photographs  and  de- 
tails. Through  the  presentation  of 
these  Case  Histories,  it  is  our  purpose 
to  raise  the  standard  of  theatre  con- 
struction and  outfitting  and  thus  ren- 
der a service  to  the  entire  industry. 
Your  cooperation  is  requested. — The 
Editor. 


the  decorative  scheme  and  the  drapery 
material  with  which  the  standee  rail  is 
decked  in  gold  of  the  same  type  used 
throughout  the  house. 

Walls  of  the  auditorium  are  of  cinder 
block  construction  and  the  joints  were 
wiped  with  burlap  to  give  the  same  tex- 
ture as  the  blocks.  Plastered  pilasters  be- 
tween the  panels  contrast  and  break  up 
the  large  wall  areas.  Air  conditioning  ducts 
for  both  summer  and  winter  provision  are 
carried  along  the  ceiling  line  and  are  con- 
structed of  metal  lath  plastered  and  deco- 
rated in  harmony  with  the  interior.  The 
original  concrete  roof  construction  of  the 
theatre  was  covered  with  acoustical  tile. 

The  decorative  scheme  of  the  auditor- 
ium is  simple  but  most  effective.  The  walls 
are  in  graduated  shades  of  peach  and  the 
ceiling  and  ducts  are  in  antique  ivory.  The 
gold  draperies  and  elaborate  indirect  light- 
ing fixtures  on  the  sidewalls  enhance  the 
color  scheme  of  the  room.  One  thousand 
modern  comfort  chairs  upholstered  in  tur- 
quoise mohair  and  with  gold  aisle  standards 
are  another  outstanding  feature  of  the 
Union’s  provisions  for  patronage  appeal. 

Public  Comfort  Pronounced 

Modern  rest  rooms  in  the  remodeled  the- 
atre make  use  of  the  latest  developments 
for  hygiene  and  comfort.  They  are  equip- 
ped with  new  fixtures  and  have  sanitary 
terrazzo  floors  and  structural  glass  par- 
titions. Glass  block  windows  and  stainless 
steel  trim  are  functional  items  worthy  of 
note  in  the  rest  rooms. 

The  completely  air  conditioned  projec- 
tion room  is  a model  of  efficiency.  Its  plas- 
tered walls  and  ceiling  are  painted  a light 
green  and  the  floor  is  covered  with  lino- 
leum in  battleship  grey.  New  projection 
equipment,  low  intensity  lamps  and  motor 
generator  set  as  well  as  new  sound  were 
provided  for  the  renovated  house. 

The  new  Union  Theatre  had  an  auspi- 
cious re-opening  on  April  1,  1939,  and  de- 
spite the  traditional  misgivings  that  at- 
tend late  Spring  openings,  the  event  was 
a marked  success.  Following  the  premier 
performance  and  right  up  to  the  present 
period  of  torrid  temperatures  (and  hell 
hath  no  fury  like  summer  in  St.  Louie), 
the  Union  is  doing  good  business,  thanks 
to  adequate  air  conditioning  and  an  at- 
mosphere that  invites  patronage  in  all 
kinds  of  weather. 

It’s  the  “umph”  that  counts — and  the 
Union  Theatre  now  has  it;  because  they 
planned  it  that  way. 


The  remodeled  au- 
ditorium of  the 
Union  Theatre  is 
a thing  of  beauty 
and  a joy  to  pa- 
tronage. Comfort 
reigns  supreme.  Be- 
low— A section  of 
the  lobby  in  close- 
up  shows  modern 
materials  effective- 
ly employed. 


j- 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 

Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  vrith  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  impartially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  7-22-39 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 


Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 


covering  the  following  s 

□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

□ Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

□ Coin  Changers 

Q Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 

□ Heating  Equipment 
n Lighting  Fixtures 

□ Lounge  Furniture 
Q Plumbing  Fixtures 

□ Projectors 

□ Projection  Lamps 


□ Screens 
n Seating 

□ Signs  and  Marquees 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Theatre  Fronts 

□ Ticket  Machines 

□ Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity 

Address  

City  State. 


Signed 


( Owner-Manager ) 
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The  Blower  that 
DRAWS  PATRONS 
into  your  theatre 

. . . cools  economically, 
quietly  . . . without  vibra- 
tion. 


REYNOLDS 

BLOWERS 


Kigrht  models 
from  3,500  cfm 
to  30,000  cfnu 


including  variable  speed 
control,  belt  and  motor 
pulley.  Equipped  with  ball 
bearings  set  in  solid  rub- 
ber pillow  blocks. 


Also  used  tor  exhaust,  cir- 
culating warm  air  in  win- 
ter, and  with  washed  air, 
refrigeration,  and  Key- 
nolds  cold  water  type 
cooling  coil  systems. 


Write  today  for  free 
literature. 


MFG  CO 


412  PROSPECT  AVE.  N.E.,  GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICHIGAl 


BEST  MODEL  "0“ 
PEE  WEE  SPOTLIGHT 

...for  short  range,  brilliant 
white  or  colored  lighting 
effects.  Aluminum  castings 
and  compact  design  (Hood 
4V2"xS"x2'/2"}  afford  lightest 
weight.  Easily  focused  from  12  spot  to  36“ 
spread  at  3 ft.  Greater  spread  possible.  Ade- 
quate ventilation.  Durable  black  and  silver 
wrinkle  finish.  Complete  with  asbestos  cord, 
plug,  mirror,  lens,  universal  mounting  bracket, 
gelatin  holder,  3 sheets  colored  gelatin,  less 
bulb,  $4.7S.  75-watt  bulb,  $1.25;  100-watt, 
85c.  400-watt  Best  Spotlights,  less  bulb,  $5. 
BEST  DEVICES  CO.,  1051G  WESTERN  AvE.,  CLEVELAND,  Ohio 


ANOTHER  MODERN  MOVIE  FOR  THE  MOTOR  CITY 


Construction  has  begun  and  is 
proceeding  apace  on  a new  modern 
playhouse  to  cost  $250,000.00.  It  is 
located  at  Harper  and  Lakewood  Avenues, 
in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  will  seat  2,000 
patrons  on  one  floor. 

The  new  structure  will  be  known  as  the 
Harper  Theatre  and  will  have  a frontage 
on  Harper  Avenue  of  214  feet  and  a width 
on  Lakewood  Boulevard  of  100  feet.  It  will 
be  another  link  in  the  rapidly  growing 
chain  of  theatres  owned  and  operated  by 
Lew  Wisper  and  Frank  Wetsman,  known 
as  the  W.  & W.  Theatres. 

The  architect  for  the  new  house  is 
Charles  N.  Agree,  who  also  designed  and 
built  the  Westown  Theatre  for  the  same 
company.  Mr.  Agree  is  a member  of  the 
Advisory  Board  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
Planning  Institute. 

The  Harper  Theatre  will  encompass 
every  new  modern  device  to  make  the  visits 
of  patrons  pleasant,  enjoyable  and  relaxing. 
The  entire  building  will  be  occupied  by  the 
theatre;  no  stores  being  contemplated  in 
the  plans. 

Seating,  ventilation,  cooling  and  air  con- 
ditioning equipment  of  the  latest  and  most 
modern  type  will  be  installed.  Special  at- 
tention is  being  given  to  each  seat  in  the 
house  so  that  the  operating  engineer  will 
be  able  to  regulate  and  control  the  tem- 
perature free  of  drafts  at  all  times. 

A huge  illuminated  tower  will  rise  from 
the  front  of  the  building  to  a height  of 
100  feet,  which  will  make  the  front  eleva- 
tion visible  for  miles  in  all  directions.  The 
exterior  design  is  ultra-modern  and  is  to 
be  faced  entirely  with  colorful  porcelain 
enamel.  The  lobby,  foyer  and  auditorium 
are  to  be  done  in  French  modern,  with  the 
newest  type  of  materials  and  fabrics,  and 
will  incorporate  a unique  lighting  system. 

During  the  past  few  years,  rapid  ad- 
vances have  been  made  in  sound  equipment 
and  acoustical  treatment  for  theatres. 
Leading  sound  engineers  have  been  called 
into  consultation  so  that  every  possible 
idea  may  be  incorporated  into  the  finished 


structure  in  order  that  pictures  at  the 
Harper  will  be  reproduced  just  as  faithful- 
ly as  the  directors  and  producers  intended 
them  to  be. 

The  latest  in  projection  apparatus  will 
be  installed  in  the  projection  room,  but 
the  screen  of  this  new  theatre  will  per- 
haps be  the  most  sensational  innovation. 
Plans  for  the  new  screen  invention  are 
being  kept  secret  for  the  time  being.  The 
only  announcement  being  made  is  that 
every  seat,  whether  in  the  center  or  at  the 
side,  will  command  the  same  quality  of 
vision  without  distortion  of  any  nature. 

The  new  Harper  is  scheduled  to  be  com- 
pleted this  summer  and  a grand  opening 
is  being  planned  for  Labor  Day.  The  fin- 
ished project  will  be  featured  pictorially 
in  The  Modern  Theatre  section  upon  its 
completion. 

RCA  and  Brenkert 

Pool  Selling  Forces 

The  Brenkert  Light  Projection  Com- 
pany and  RCA  Photophone  have  jointly 
announced  completion  of  arrangements 
whereby  both  concerns  will  cooperate  in 
the  sale  of  complete  projection  room 
equipment  for  motion  picture  theatres. 

Under  the  new  sales  policy,  worked  out 
by  the  two  companies,  the  independent 
supply  dealers  selling  Brenkert  products 
and  the  RCA  Photophone  sales  representa- 
tives will  be  in  a position  to  sell  projec- 
tion and  sound  equipment  made  by  either 
of  the  companies. 

Homer  B.  Snook,  I'eproducer  sales  man- 
ager of  Photophone,  and  Wayne  D.  Bren- 
kert, sales  manager  of  Brenkert,  have 
been  preparing  the  ground  work  with 
Brenkert  distributors  and  RCA  Photo- 
phone representatives  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  for  the  new  selling  plan.  The 
new  sales  agreement  will  in  no  wise  af- 
fect the  present  set-up  of  either  the  sales 
or  the  service  personnel  of  RCA  Photo- 
phone or  the  Brenkert  Light  Projection 
Company,  according  to  the  announcement. 
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MODERN  MATERIALS  IN  M-aM  PREVIEW  PARLOR 


(Photo  courtesy  L. 

The  new  M-G-M  preview  room,  at  630 
Ninth  Avenue,  in  New  York  City,  where 
may  be  viewed  the  “first”  in  picture  re- 
leases on  the  “first”  in  facilities  that  pro- 
vide enduring  comfort  for  invited  guests. 

As  upholstery  covering  for  the  seats, 
modern  both  in  construction  and  design,  a 
specially  created  fabric  was  used.  To  meet 
the  exacting  requirements,  much  research 
and  experimentation  was  carried  on  and 
as  a result,  a new  and  attractive  fabric 
was  evolved. 

Woven  from  the  fine  mohair  fibres,  a 
crisp,  closely  cropped  surface  with  a suede- 
like appearance  was  obtained.  This  fabric 
is  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  contribu- 
tions to  the  theatre  seating  field  in  years 
and  because  of  its  definite  comfort,  acous- 


!. Chase  & Company) 

tical  and  maintenance  values,  it  promises 
to  outdistance  many  existent  fabrics  in  the 
theatre  seating  field. 

The  density  of  this  new  cloth  gives  it 
a rich,  vibrant  appearance,  as  well  as  a 
resilient  softness  that  means  maximum 
comfort  and  good  looks.  The  upstanding 
fibres  are  doubly  anchored  to  the  back  of 
the  fabric  by  a special  patented  reenforce- 
ment, thus  insuring  longer  life  than  is 
ordinarily  obtainable  in  the  average  velvet 
or  mohair.  Greatly  minimized  are  the 
highlights  that  occur  after  a period  of 
use  because  the  tendency  to  mat  down  is 
practically  nil.  The  myriads  of  sturdy 
fibres  tend  to  form  tiny  sound  traps 
which  muffle  distracting  noises — a splen- 
did acoustical  feature. 


ffzi^98%on 

XITY  WATER  BILLS 


For  AIR  CONDITIONING 
and  REFRIGERATION 

Continuous  cooling  and 
recirculation  of  the  same 
water  over  and  over  with 
this  MARLEY  All-Steel 
Water  Cooling  Unit. 

•k  Quiet,  inexpensive 
operation. 
it  Easy  to  install. 
it  Prompt  delivery. 


Models  for  INDOOR  or  OUTDOOR  Service 
Write  NOW  for  Full  Descriptive  Literature 


"'MAI 

(LEY. 

3001  Fairfax  Road 

Kansas  City,  Kans. 

NEW  COLOR  EFFECTS 

for  your  iiiiirqucc,  signs,  running  borders!  , 

CLIMAX 

REFLECTORS 

weafher-tight  units,  lifting  standard  j 
.sockets, employ  individual  rellcctors 
and  natural  color  lenses  so  as  to  col- 
lect and  ainpldv  the  entire  Uglu  out- 
put, much  of  which  Is  ordinarily 
lost,  and  rcdirccT  it  intt)  useful  chan- 
nels. Also  provide  high  illumina- 
tion at  side  angles.  ' 1 

EFFECT  A TREMENDOUS  CURRENT  SAVING 

Inexpensive  standard  3.  f>,  7 or  10  watt,  115  volt, 
lamps  do  tlie  work  ot  25  to  50  warts. 

Hliminatc  heavy  flasher  load  troubles. 

Easily  cleaned  without  danger  ot  breakage. 

Wntu  for  frte  utlalog. 


SM ALL Y 

403 


PRODUCTS,  INC. 

Schroyer  Ave.,  S.  W. 
Canton,  Ohio 


PEABODY 

CHAIRS  Give 
You  STYLE  plus 


"TOUCH  CONTROL" 


Don't  Overlook  Mechani- 
ical  Features  When  You 
Shop  For  New  Chairs 

You'll  lind,  when  you  investigate  Peabody 
Theatre  Chairs,  that  besides  being  smart, 
rich  looking  chairs,  they  are  also  sturdy, 
mechanically  correct  chairs  that  will  stand 
years  of  hard  service  without  losing  their 
built-in  "arm  chair"  comfort. 

You'll  find  Peabody  Seats  easy  to  enter  and 
easy  to  leave  because  of  their  TOUCH  CON- 
TRC3l  Seats.  You'll  find  them  quiet,  sturdy 
trouble-free  chairs  with  no  springs  or  gadgets 
to  cause  trouble. 

Send  for  Peabody  Catalog  and  Prices. 

PEABODY  SEATING  COMPANY 

Box  5,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 


PLUS  Cnffime/UtUf. 

TO  give  every  seat  in  your  house, 
the  full  benefit  of  Comfort  Cooling, 
your  air  conditioning  installation 
must  be  engineered  to  fit  your 
house.  When  you  buy  USAlrCo. 
you  get  the  benefits  of  15  years  en- 
gineering experience  specializing  in 
the  theatre  field. 


WRITE  OR  WIRE 

UNITED  STATES  AIR 
CONDITIONING  CORP. 
MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 
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PRACTICAL  DISCUSSIONS  CN  THE 
MECHANICS  OF  PROJECTION  AND  SOUND 


New  Sound  Test  Reels  Raise  Standards 
of  Reproduction 


K CURING  the  past  year  and  a half, 
the  Research  Council  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences  has  conducted  an  extensive  cam- 
paign for  improvement  in  the  presentation 
of  sound  pictures.  Tire  services  of  the 
large  Theatre  Standardization  Committee 
of  the  Council,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  John  K.  Hilliard,  of  the  M-G-M  studios, 
have  been  devoted  assiduously  to  the  work 
of  improving  the  quality  of  sound  rendition 
in  the  theatre. 

By  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  research 
has  of  necessity  been  carried  out  prin- 
cipally on  a technical  plane  through  the 
cooperation  of  various  studios  participat- 
ing, the  results  have  not  as  yet  become 
widely  familiar  to  theatre  owners  and 
managers  who  are  to  be  the  direct  bene- 
ficiaries of  the  developments. 

New  Tool  for  Testing 
One  of  the  principal  accomplishments 
of  the  program  is  the  present  availability 
of  the  Sound  Test  Reel  for  adjusting  and 
maintaining  theatre  sound  reproducing 
equipment  to  current  quality  standards.  It 
provides  a broad  step  toward  the  aims  of 
the  Council’s  Committee  on  standardiza- 
tion. 

The  first  step  in  the  program  of  the 
Tlieatre  Standardization  Committee  after 
it  was  set  up  by  the  Research  Council  early 
in  1937  was  to  recommend  Standard  Elec- 
trical Characteristics  for  the  common 
types  of  two-way  theatre  reproducing 
equipment,  in  order  that  the  studios  would 
be  able  to  record  for  the  best  possible 
reproduction  on  theatre  systems  set  to  the 
Standard  Electrical  Characteristics. 

The  Standard  Electrical  Characteristics 
were  arrived  at  by  visiting  various  repre- 
sentative theatres  in  the  local  district,  and 
conducting  a great  number  of  listening 
tests  at  various  settings  of  the  electrical 
characteristic  in  each  theatre.  Imme- 
diately at  the  start  of  this  work,  a need 
was  recognized  for  a test  reel  containing 
representative  recordings  from  all  of  the 
studios.  Such  a reel  was  made  up  by 
the  Committee  for  its  own  use,  by  which 
the  Committee  was  able  to  correlate  the 
listening  tests  conducted  in  the  various 
theatres. 

The  use  of  this  test  reel  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  so  successful  that  it  was  de- 
cided to  make  prints  available  to  those  in 
the  field  engaged  in  servicing  theatre 
equipment,  and  to  equipment  manufactur- 
ers, theatre  circuits,  etc.,  to  whom  such 
a reel  might  be  useful.  During  the  past 


year  a great  many  prints  of  this  reel, 
known  as  the  Research  Council  Theatre 
Sound  Test  Reel,  have  been  distributed 
throughout  the  United  States  and  to  Can- 
ada, Holland,  Belgium,  Italy,  Germany, 
Sweden,  France,  England,  Australia, 
Switzerland,  Czechoslovakia,  Brazil  and 
South  Africa. 

Short  Reel  More  Serviceable 
However,  for  the  purpose  of  checking 
theatre  reproducing  equipment  in  the  field, 
the  reel  was  considered  to  be  somewhat  too 
long,  so  a new  Theatre  Sound  Test  Reel 
has  been  made  up.  Because  of  its  shorter 
length  of  approximately  1,000  feet,  this 


reel  should  be  of  greater  value  for  theatre 
service  use. 

Containing  representative  examples  of 
recording  from  current  product  from  each 
of  the  eight  studios  participating  in  the 
Research  Council  cooperative  technical 
program,  this  reel  furnishes  a quick  and 
immediate  check  of  the  over-all  sound 
quality  of  an  auditorium. 

The  reel  contains  sound  and  picture,  the 
sound  consisting  of  dialogue  and  music 
recordings  so  chosen  that  the  assembled 
reel  contains  a representative  example  of 
sound  as  currently  recorded  by  each  sound 
department.  One  of  these  recordings  is  a 
Hi-Range  print  which  serves  as  a check 
on  the  amplifier  capacity  in  relation  to  the 
volume  of  the  auditorium  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  reel  also  contains  approximately  100 
feet  of  piano  and  12  feet  of  3,000-cycle 
recording,  included  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
nishing a more  critical  flutter  test. 

After  setting  the  theatre  sound  repro- 
ducing equipment  to  the  Standard  Elec- 
trical Characteristic,  the  Theatre  Sound 
Test  Reel  furnishes  a tool  by  which  an 
optimum  setting  for  presence  and  intelli- 
gibility, combined  with  a natural  balance 
between  high  and  low  frequencies,  may  be 
Ob'  ained  for  all  current  product  and  for  the 
individual  theatre. 

The  use  of  this  reel  demonstrates  the  in- 


NOT  CHESS  — BUT  STRATEGY  NE'ERTHELESS 


"When  electrical  engineers  get  together  to  look  at  complex  electronic  devices  to 
improve  sound  reproduction  in  motion  picture  theatres  the  scene  assumes  the  solemn 
appearance  of  a game  of  chess.  In  Altec’s  technical  laboratories.  Engineer  E.  S. 
Seeley  demonstrates  an  instrument  by  which  a sound  reproducer  is  “tricked”  into 
giving  better  quality  sound  in  an  acoustically  “bad”  theatre. 

Left  to  right,  the  intent  onlookers  are:  Altec’s  G.  L.  Carrington,  vice-president 
and  general  manager;  F.  C.  Gilbert,  Altec’s  chief  engineer,  and  G.  S.  Applegate, 
Western  Electric’s  general  manager  in  Australia.  The  head  showing  in  lower  left 
foregroimd  belongs  to  J.  H.  Riley,  Western  Electric’s  chief  engineer  in  London. 
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advisability  of  having  too  much  loTv-fre- 
quency  electrical  response  which  brings 
out  noise  reduction  bumps,  footsteps  and 
parasitic  low-frequency  noises  present  on 
the  set. 

It  might  be  pointed  out  that  judgment  is 
required  in  the  use  of  the  Theatre  Soimd 
Test  Reel,  as  the  product  must  be  evaluated 
in  terms  of  the  material  at  hand,  that  is, 
crowd  noises  and  people  talking  in  a loud 
voice  or  excited  manner  should  not  be 
expected  to  have  the  same  quality  and 
chest  tones  which  are  present  in  conver- 
sational dialogue  in  a quiet,  intimate  scene. 

The  Council  and  the  Committee  have 
always  felt  that  electrical  and  acoustical 
curves  furnish  valuable  means  of  setting 
equipment,  but  that  the  final  criteria 
should  be  critical  listening  tests  of  the 
equipment.  For  this  reason,  all  Theatre 
Sound  Reproducing  Equipment  Standards 
to  date  have  been  set  up  on  the  basis  of 
listening  tests  correlated  with  engineering 
data. 

Recording  Characteristics  Improve 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  Standard 
Electrical  Characteristic  is  to  provide  a 
basis  for  an  eventual  standard  recording 
characteristic.  It  is  believed  that  the  new 
Theatre  Soimd  Test  Reel  demonstrates 
the  fact  that  the  recording  characteristics 
of  the  various  studios  are  very  much 
closer  together  than  they  were  a year  or 
two  ago. 

The  material  contained  in  the  reel  is  not 
necessarily  a sample  of  the  best  record- 
ing available,  but  is  typical  of  the  average. 

In  an  average  theatre  set  to  the  Stand- 
ard Electrical  Characteristic,  the  reel  will 
play  through  entirely  upon  one  fader  set- 
ting (with,  of  course,  the  exception  of  the 
Hi-Range  print  sequence,  for  which  the 
fader  must  be  raised  6 decibels) . 

Advances  in  equipment  and  technique 
necessitate  keeping  the  examples  of  re- 
cording from  the  various  studios  in  the 
Theatre  Sound  Test  Reel  up-to-date,  and 
for  this  reason  a procedure  has  been  de- 
vised whereby  individual  studios  will,  from 
time  to  time,  make  available  new  excerpts 
for  inclusion  in  the  reel,  of  approximately 
the  same  length  as  the  excerpt  from  that 
studio  already  included  in  the  reel.  All 
users  of  prints  of  the  Theatre  Sound  Test 
Reel  will  be  notified  of  these  new  ex- 
cerpts as  they  become  available,  and  will 
be  given  the  opportunity  of  purchasing 
new  prints  to  be  substituted  for  that  par- 
ticular studio’s  excerpt  in  the  reel. 

By  judicious  use  of  these  replacement 
excerpts,  test  reels  may  be  kept  up-to-date 
at  a minimum  cost  to  the  user. 

Two-Week  Delivery 

Theatre  Sound  Test  Reels  are  made  up 
on  special  order.  A period  of  approxi- 
mately two  weeks  is  required  after  re- 


Have  You  a Problem? 

Conductors  of  the  CINE'  CEINIC  will  be 
grlad  to  answer  questions  relating  to  problems 
of  projection  and  sound  operation  and  prac- 
tices through  these  columns.  State  your  prob- 
lem clearly,  detailing  symptoms  of  trouble. 
Answers  to  questions  of  general  interest  will 
be  published  in  a later  issue,  identified  by  in- 
quirer’s initials  only.  Should  you  desire  pri- 
vate information  or  advice,  enclose  stamp  for 
reply.  Address  The  MODERN  THEATRE, 
Room  334,  333  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


ceipt  of  an  order,  as  each  individual  stu- 
dio’s sample  is  printed  in  that  studio’s 
laboratory,  thus  requiring  additional  time 
for  assembling  the  complete  print. 

A bulletin  recently  issued  explains  in  de- 
tail the  various  types  of  test  films  now 
available  and  briefly  outlines  the  methods 
recommended  for  obtaining  best  results 
with  them.  Code  numbers  have  been  de- 
vised for  each  type  of  reel,  for  convenience 
in  designating  the  particular  type  desired. 

This  bulletin  is  available  freely  to  all 
who  may  wish  a copy  and  it  may  be  se- 
cured promptly  by  addressing  the  Research 
Council,  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences,  1217  Taft  Building,  Holly- 
wood, California. 


Brenkert  Brings  Out  a 
Complete  New  Projector 

In  August,  the  Brenkert  Light  Projec- 
tion Company,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  will  have 
completed  its  28th  year  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  projection  equipment  for  the  mo- 
tion picture  theatre.  The  event  will  be 
celebrated  with  the  announcement  of  a 
new  product. 

The  Brenkert  company  occupies  a unique 
position  in  industry  because  it  is  today  in 
the  hands  of  the  same  ownership  as  when 
founded  and  with  the  same  directing  per- 
sonnel. From  an  humble  beginning,  the 
company  has  enjoyed  a steady  growth. 
Today  it  occupies  its  own  spacious  and 
well-equipped  plant  in  Detroit,  where  every 
product  is  completely  engineered  and 
manufactured  under  the  most  favorable 
conditions  and  the  personal  supervision  of 
company  executives.  Brenkert  products 
now  enjoy  world-wide  sale  and  acceptance 
in  theatre  trade. 

The  oft-expressed  Brenkert  policy  from 
the  inception  of  the  company  has  been  to 
aid  the  theatre  industry  by  developing  the 
most  dependable  equipment  in  their  line 
and  controlling  the  manufacture  of  it  in 
their  own  plant,  thus  to  maintain  the 
highest  standards  of  workmanship. 

In  keeping  with  this  policy,  the  com- 
pany announces  that  it  will  place  on  the 
market  a new  professional  type  35mm  mo- 
ticn  picture  projector  complete  for  use 
in  motion  picture  theatres.  The  new  equip- 
ment will  be  on  display  in  the  near  future 
in  the  various  stores  of  the  company’s  dis- 
tributors throughout  the  country,  at  which 
time  complete  details  will  be  given. 


Philadelphia  Houses  Sign 
for  RCA  Sound  Service 

Six  theatres  of  the  Morris  Wax  group 
and  a similar  number  in  the  A.  Sabloski 
circuit  were  among  several  deals  closed  in 
and  around  Philadelphia  during  the  past 
month  for  sound  service,  according  to 
Edward  C.  Cahill,  Photophone  Division 
manager. 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  theatres 
in  the  Philadelphia  area  whose  sound 
equipment  is  being  serviced  by  them  has 
made  it  necessary  to  add  two  additional 
service  engineers  to  the  RCA  Photophone 
staff  in  this  area,  according  to  Mr.  Cahill. 


Theatre  beauty  must  be  more  than  skin 
deep  too.  Behind  that  new  front  there 
must  be  other  attractions  besides  the  pix 
to  keep  ’em  coming  back  again. 


IransVerteR 

ENJOYS  HOT  WEATHER  . . . 
AS  MUCH  AS  ANYONE  CAN 

When  other  types  of  rectifying  de- 
vices sicken  and  lay  down,  Trans- 
verter  keeps  right  on  delivering 
uniformly  dependable  service. 

Ask  about  its  many  other  ad- 
vantages. 

Consult  the  nearest  office  of  The 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  in 
Canada,  General  Theatre  Supply 
Co.;  or  write  us. 

The  Heriner  Electric  Co. 

12695  Elmwood  Ave.,  Cleveland,  O.,  U.S.A. 

Exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the  Transverter 


White,  Silver  and  g 
Shatter-Proof  JBeaded 


Now,  when  you  are  getting  ready  for 
the  new  fall  and  winter  season,  check 
the  condition  of  your  screen.  Its  effi- 
ciency directly  affects  your  profits.  Re- 
place worn,  soiled  or  gray  screens 
promptly!  Da-Lite  has  the  right  type 
and  the  right  size  for  your  theatre.  See 
your  supplier  today. 


Da-Lite  Screen  Co./  Inc. 

2725  N.  Crawford  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 
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CQINOMETER 


Save  Time 


AVOID  MISTAKES 


Handsome  Coinometer 
is  mechanically  perfect 
coin  - chanj?er.  Works 
with  new  or  worn  coins. 
Guaranteed  for  10  year.s. 
Used  and  approved  by 
thousands  of  theatres. 
No  theatre  should  l>e 
without  it.  Write  TO- 
DAY for  coniplfte 
descriptive  circular 
and  price  list. 

Uni  versal 
Stamping  & 

Mfjf.  Co. 

2839  N.  Western 
Ave., 

Chicago.  111. 


Change  your  scenery — in  the  lobby,  in 
the  lounges,  in  the  restrooms  and  all 
through  the  house.  Patrons  quickly  tire 
of  monotony  and  the  loss  is  yours. 


MODERNIZE  YOUR  LOBBY  AND 
LOUNGE  NOW  . . . ECONOMICALLY 


Royalchrome  has  an  attraction  that 
will  win  applause  for  years.  The 
sparkling  chrome  finish  and  colorful 
Tuf-Tex  upholstery  make  the  interior 
tingle  with  excitement.  Royalchrome 
is.  mighty  durable,  too — absorbs  severe 
wear  without  showing  it.  Mighty  easy 
to  keep  clean,  it  is  first  choice  among 
smart  theatre  managers  everywhere. 

Write  today  tor  the  big  Royalchrome 
catalog. 

ROYAL  METAL  MFC.  CO. 

1138  S.  ftliohigan  Ave.,  Dept.  G-3,  CHICAGO 
New  York  Los  Angeles  Toronto 


Metallic  Trim  Adds  to 

the  Modernizing  Motive 

The  trend  toward  modernization  of  the- 
atre fronts  and  interiors  has  created  an 
enlarged  demand  for  metallic  trim  that  is 
both  decorative  and  utilitarian.  A wide 
variety  of  materials  and  designs  now  avail- 
able makes  it  possible  to  adapt  the  modern 
ideas  to  any  taste  and  to  any  pui’pose 
from  counter  edgings  to  glass  edgings  lor 
poster  cases,  mirrors,  frames  and  photo 
cases.  Where  more  permanence  is  desired, 
this  metallic  trim  idea  seems  to  be  popu- 
lar. 

The  Chicago  Metal  Covering  Company, 
pioneer  producers  of  metal  covered  mould- 
ings, have  released  a new  eight-page  bulle- 
tin covering  their  line  of  metal  trim  prod- 
ucts. Included  in  the  presentation  are 
many  brand  new  designs  in  metal  cov- 
ered mouldings,  glass  edgings,  display  cases, 
bulletin  boards,  sign  panels,  counter  edg- 
ings and  metallic  trim  media.  Compiled  in 
handy  form  for  ready  reference,  the  bulle- 
tin is  said  to  represent  the  most  up-to-the- 
minute  and  complete  showing  of  metal  trim 
designs  and  styles  yet  published  in  this 
field. 


Thief-  and  Tamper-Proof 
Washroom  Deodorizer 

The  Automatic  Electrical  Devices  Com- 
pany, of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  manufacturer  of 
electrical  deodorizers,  announces  the  per- 
fection of  a new  model  unit  designed  es- 
pecially for  use  in  theatre  washrooms  and 
toilets,  which  is  claimed  to  be  both  thief- 
and  tamper-proof. 

This  new  model,  identified  as  type  SHM, 
produces  ozone  through  the  action  of  mil- 
lions of  tiny  electrical  sparks  upon  the 
ordinary  air.  Ozone  is  a most  powerful 
oxidizing  agent  which  quickly  destroys  all 
odors  of  organic  origin  through  oxidizing 
ih^m  iiiuo  entirely  new  and  harmless,  odor- 
less compounds. 


Do  Your  Seats  Need 
New  Upholstery? 

Then  Upholster  With 


The  Imitation  Leather 
That  is  ...  . distmctive 
Used  by  Leading  Theatre  Circuits 
-^WATERPROOF 
-►WASHABLE 
-►DURABLE 
-►FLEXIBLE 

Most  numbers  in  roller  grain,  eliminating 
plate  marks.  All  numbers  in  stock  for 
immediate  delivery. 

Send  for  our  sample  books. 

ATLANTIC  MERCANTILE  CO. 

109  West  64th  St.  New  York,  N.  Y. 


A C O U S T I C O N 

SO  THAT  20,000,000  DEAFENED  MAY  HEAR  YOUR  PICTURES 

580  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  CITY  • WRITE  FOR  FREE  BOOKLET  413 


Advisory  Board 

The  PLANNING  INSTITUTE  Is  conduct- 
ed in  collaboration  with  the  following  thea- 
tre architects,  structural  designers  and  en- 
gineers, who  have  agreed  to  act  as  technical 
advisers  to  the  Institute  and  editorial  text 
contributors  to  THE  MODERN  THEATRE 
from  their  respective  localities, 
tdinries  N.  Agree, 

Detroit,  Michigan. 

Samuel  C.  Allen, 

Saginaw,  Miehigan. 

Clifford  A.  Baleh, 
l.os  Angeles,  Calif. 

Brtiee  F.  Barnes, 

St.  I.oiiis,  Mo. 

Arnold  E.  Baseheii  & Assoc., 
Ilaniiihal,  Mo. 

Bo.v  A.  Benjamin, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Bennett  & Straight, 

Dearborn,  Mich. 

T.  II.  Buell  & Co., 

Denver,  Colo. 

('organ  & Moore, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Michael  J.  DeAngelis 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Eugene  DeRosa, 

New  York,  N,  Y. 

Erwin  G.  Fredrick, 

Chicago,  III. 

Wm.  I.  Ilohaiiser,  Inc., 

New  Yorlt.  N,  Y, 

Donn  Iloiigen, 

M is<'onsin  Bapids,  Wis. 

Houston  & .Smith, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Mark  1).  Kaliseher, 

(diiengo.  III. 

Kaplan  & Spraelunaii, 

Toronto,  Out.,  Can. 

Clarence  Kivett, 

Kansas  Cit.v,  Mo. 

S.  Charles  I.ee, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Edward  I’anI  I>ewin, 

Chicago,  III. 

Liehenherg  & Kaplan, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

MneKie  & Kamrath, 

Houston,  Tex. 

Marr  & Holman, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

I’ereira  & Pereira, 

('liieago,  HI. 

Pettigrew  & IVorley, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

H.  A.  Haapke, 

Omaha,  Neb. 

C.  TV.  & Geo.  L.  Rapp,  Inc., 

Chicago,  HI. 

Victor  A.  Rigamount, 

Pittshnrgli,  Pa. 

Ben  Schlanger  Associates, 

Eliasoph  & Greenspoon, 

Montreal,  ({ue.,  Canada 
Spillman  & Spillman, 

San  Antonio,  'I'ex. 

O.  TV.  Stiegemeyer, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

David  Supowitz, 

Pliiladelphia,  Pa. 

TVetherell  & Harrison, 

Des  Moines,  In. 

NOTE:  The  Institute  does  not  undertake 
the  practical  functions  of  an  architect  or 
designer.  Its  service  is  intended  merel.v 
to  place  our  readers  in  touch  with  reliable 
local  sources  of  preliminary  information 
and  advice  on  theatre  planning  and  struc- 
tural problems.  Inquiries  pertaining  to 
Architectural  Service  will  be  relayed  to  the 
nearest  member  of  the  advisory  board. 
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CONFORMITY 


To  bring  out  the  effects  of  a novel  de- 
velopment in  theatre  aisle  carpeting,  this 
new  model  chair  with  illuminated  end 
standard  was  specially  designed  by  John 
Eberson,  the  architect,  for  the  new  War- 
ner Brothers’  Kennedy  Theatre,  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  built  to  his  specifica- 
tions by  Ideal  Seating  Company. 

Conforming  gracefully  to  the  decorative 
effects  of  the  auditorium,  the  aisle  light 
brackets,  each  using  two  21/2 -watt  argon 
glow  lamps,  serve  to  bring  out  the  beauty  of 
the  carpet  pattern,  the  fabric  of  which 
was  impregnated  with  fluorescent  mate- 
rials to  bring  out  the  colorful  attractive- 
ness of  the  pattern  when  the  house-lights 
are  turned  low.  (Photo  courtesy  Ideal 
Seating  Company.) 


Portable  Display  Case 

New  Lighting  Feature 

Nela  Park  engineers  of  General  Electric 
Company  have  recently  developed  a novel 
portable  display  case  that  can  be  placed 
in  a theatre  lobby  or  at  some  advantageous 
location  inside  the  entrance.  It  is  designed 


low  pressures  saves  on  pumping  cost. 
No  internal  parts  to  clog  or  wear. 


Write  for  Literature  and  FREE  Sample 

THE  MARLEY  COMPANY 
3001  Fairfax  Road  Kansas  City,  Kans. 


MARLEY 

Patented  Non-Clog 

SPRAY  NOZZLES 


to  capitalize  the  attention  value  of  the 
various  colors  that  can  be  produced  with 
fluorescent  Mazda  lamps. 

The  case  is  a fairly  shallow  square  box 
which  may  be  fitted  with  a variety  of 
backgrounds,  shelves  and  frames  to  per- 
mit flexibility  in  the  display  of  still  photos 
and  posters.  The  four  24-inch  20-watt 
fluorescent  lamps  which  parallel  the  sides 
of  the  box  may  be  readily  removed  with 
their  auxiliaries  as  complete  units  and  used 
elsewhere  for  other  purposes — for  example, 
as  window  footlights  or  for  background 
trim  lighting.  Blueprints  of  construction 
details  may  be  obtained  from  the  Engi- 
neering Division  at  Nela  Park. 


about  the  depth  of  the  water  level  that 
can  be  depended  upon  for  constant  supply. 

Action  can  be  taken,  the  conservation- 
ists say,  to  prevent  serious  water  problems 
arising  from  the  lowering  of  the  water 
table.  Among  the  plans  would  be  further 
progress  in  reforestation,  continued  ac- 
tivities in  the  damming  of  small  streams 
to  hold  back  flow  and  the  creation  of  many 
small  lakes. 


Invite  the  criticism  of  your  customers  on 
the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  your 
house.  Even  the  chronic  kickers  will  ap- 
preciate your  concern. 


Indiana  Studies  Water 

Supply,  Fast  Drying! 

Some  little  attention  is  being  paid  to  a 
pending  bill  in  the  Indiana  state  legisla- 
ture to  provide  funds  for  a long-time 
study  of  water  levels  in  the  state  by  the 
department  of  conservation. 

The  state  geologist  reports  that  the 
water  level  in  Indiana  is  becoming  lower 
yearly,  partly  because  of  the  increased 
use  of  air  conditioning  equipment.  The 
large  amount  of  water  used  for  this  pur- 
pose is  becoming  serious. 

At  present,  the  state  has  no  accuiate 
knowledge  about  the  supply  of  water  un- 
der the  ground  and  has  no  scientific  in- 
formation about  the  flow  of  water  in 
streams.  Ralph  Esarey,  state  geologist, 
believes  Indiana  is  already  twenty  years 
late  in  making  the  study  and  action  must 
be  taken  soon  if  the  water  supplies  of 
cities  and  towns  are  to  be  protected. 

Information  would  be  helpful  to  farm- 
ers and  industries  that  depend  upon  well 
water.  At  present,  the  sinking  of  wells 
is  a hit-and-miss  business.  Frequently 
farm  wells  go  dry  in  ordinary  dry  spells 
because  the  driller  has  no  information 


Designed  For  Economy 

BEsteEI, 

MEDIUM  DUTY 

CURTAIN  TRACK 

Economy  in  handling — In 
operation — in  price.  This 
new  track  is  large  and 
strong  enough  for  the 
average  stage.  Small 
enough  for  restricted 
spaces.  Made  of  heavy 
gauge  steel.  Equipped  with 
ball-bearing  sheaves  and 
two-wheel  carriers.  Send 
for  information  and  sam- 
ple. 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office  220  W.  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  C. 

Also  Mfrs.  of  AUTODRAPE  Curtain 
Machines 


RUSSIALOID 

REG.  TRADE-AAARK 

Artificial  Leather  for  Seating 

Modern  theatre  designers  and  owners  are  specify- 
ing RUSSIALOID  because  it  is  smarter  looking 
and  wears  better. 

RUSSIALOID  insures  long  and  satisfactory  ser- 
vice. Cleans  easily.  It  comes  in  many  fast  colors 
and  varied  patterns. 

Write  us  for  samples. 

THE  PANTASOTE  COMPANY,  INC. 

250  PARK  AVENUE,  AT  46TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK 


BOXOFHCE  ::  July  22,  1939 
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YOU  MAY  WEED 
AND  WHERE  TO  FIND  IT 


DE-FI  CHROMIUM  PLATED 

ALL 

METAL  FRAMES 

8x10" 

$0.65  Ka.  14x36"  

$1.50  Ea. 

11x14" 

85  Ea.  22x28"  

1.50  Ea. 

3x14" 

60  Ea.  14x22"  

1.25  Ea. 

2 

5x41"  (One  Sheet  size) ...  .$4.50  Ea. 

Write  for  sample  (No  charge) 

De-Fi  Manufacturing  Co. 

IT  No. 

Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  111. 

MODERN  THEATRE  LICHTING 


Side  wall,  celling  and  exit  fixtures  de- 
signed for  beauty  and  soft  colored 
lighting.  Presenting  new  ideas  and 
methods  in  interior  lighting  fixtures. 
Special  fixtures  to  order.  Write  for 
descriptive  folder  and  low  prices. 

MODERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

Grand  Rapids Michigan 


Solve  Sound  Problems  at  Low  Cost 

— with  interior  finish.  Makes 

tlieatffs  acoustically  correct,  provides  dis- 
tincti\e  decoration  and  added  insulation, 
l-^asily  applied.  Get  full  information  from — 

WOOD  CONVERSION  COMPANY 
Room  134-7  First  National  Bank  Building 
ST.  PAUL,  MINN. 


You  Clean  Your  Own  Screen 

Suction  cleans  screens,  lamp  houses,  all  floor 
surfaces,  box  and  balcony  fronts,  drapes, 
curtains,  everything  without  removal  or 
scaffolds  with  the  Specialized  Super  Theatre 
Cleaner.  Saves  its  cost  over  and  over  again. 
Free  trial.  Ask  your  wholesaler  or  write 

The  National  Super  Service  Co. 

1941  No.  12th  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio,  U.  S,  A. 


GENERAL 

SEATING 

COMPANY 

CNICAbD 


ADLER  SILHOUETTE 
LETTERS  and  STAINLESS 
STEEL  SUPPORTING  FRAMES 

in  All  Sizes  and  Constructions. 

Protected  by  National  Patent  Corj). 

ADLER  SIGN  LETTER  COMPANY 

3909  Indiana  A\e.  CFIICAGG 


'k  Quick,  Eastf  Waif  to  Make 

A LOBBY  DISPLAYS 


Now,  make  swell  business  getting 
lobby  displays.  Less  time.  Less 
work.  Simply  trace  enlargements 
of  photos,  ads.  etc.,  in  natural 
color  with  Postoscope  Projector. 
Anyone  can  do  it. 

Get  full  details,  liberal 
TRIAL  OFFER,  low 
prices  now.  Write 

F.  D.  KEES  MFG.  COMPANY 

Dept.  102  Beatrice,  Nebraska 


FREE 


IMPROVE  HEARING  CONDITIONS-BOOST  EARNINGS  WITH 

JB  eAlNTABLC  PCRMANCNT 

AcOUSTI-I-ELOTEX 

THE  CELOTEX  CORPORATION 

919  N.  MICHIGAN  AVE.  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


^^MAGIC-WEATHER^^ 

FANS— AIR-WASHERS— COMBINA- 
TION UNITS 

.\inuzing  results  at  a cost  within  reason — 
The  low  cost  coling  equipment  that  quick- 
l.v  pays  for  Itself. 

THE  BALLANTYNE  COMPANY 

282  No.  16th  Omaha.  Nebr. 


IRWIN  SEATING 

famous  for  its 

''NECK  TO  KNEE"  COMFORT 

AND  SNAPPY  APPEARANCE 

IRWIN  SEATING  COMPANY 

Grand  Kapids.  Mieh. 

Distributed  by  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
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American  Mat  Torp.  Ufi 

American  Seating  Co 32 
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Atlantic  Mer<‘antile  Co 64 
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Celotex  Corporation  

Chicago  Kxpansion  Bolt  Co. 
Clancy,  J.  K.,  Inc 

D 

Da-Lite  Si  reen  Vo.,  Inc 

De-Fi  Manufacturing  Co.  . . 
Dictograph  Products  Corp.  . . 
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(ieiieral  Klectrio  Co 

Lenerai  Seating  Co 
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BEAUTY  and  REALISM  in  COLOR 


Your  patrons  wish  to  forget  that  they  are  looking  at  a 
picture.  The  closer  they  come  to  feeling  that  they  are 
watching  living  and  breathing  people,  the  better  they  are 
pleased.  Color  is  growing  steadily  in  popularity  because 
it  adds  much  to  this  feeling  of  realism.  But  snow-white 
bght  is  needed  to  give  color  features  their  full  value.  Low- 
intensity  projection  falls  short  of  realism  because  the 
yellowish  tint  distorts  color  values. 

Simplified  High  Intensity  projection  gives  a snow- 
white  light  wfiich  brings  out  the  full  beauty  and  realism 


of  color  features.  It  also  supplies  two  and  one-half  times 
as  much  screen  light  as  low  intensity  projection  for  the 
same  power  consumption.  Black  and  wliite  pictures,  as 
well  as  color,  are  more  effectively  projected  by  this 
powerful  projection  light. 

Should  you  still  have  low  intensity  lamps  it  will  pay 
you  to  investigate  modern,  economical,  high  intensity 
projection,  the  light  that  pays  its  oivn  way.  Ask  your 
dealer  to  show  you  how  improved  projection  pays  invest- 
ment and  operating  costs. 


jMake  your  projection  equal  to  that  of  any  theater  in  the  country. 


— JND  MODERN  ( 


The  imrds  ‘’'’NationaP'^  and  ^^Suprex^'^  are  trade-marks  of  National  Carbon  Company^  Inc. 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  o£  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices;  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

BBmn.H  SilFS  nFFIRFS;  NEW.  YORK  PITTSBURBH  CNICIGO  Si(  FJllNCtSClL 


PUSH  PULL ! 


four 

★★★★ 

STAR 


IS  DESIGNED 

FOR  PUSH  PUU  REPRODUCTION 


If  your  present  sound  equipment  is  not 
adaptable  for  Push  Pull  sound  reproduction 


FOUR 

avoids  obsolescence  by 
anticipating  improvements 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJECTOR 
CORPORATION 

i 88-96  GOLD  STREET.  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 

BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 


AND  VIE 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


NEWS 


Control  Over  6,000  to  lATSE; 
Local  37  Contempt  Charge  Up 


Injecting  some  measure  of  clarity  into 
one  phase  of  Hollywood’s  complex  labor 
battleground,  but  at  the  same  time  con- 
tributing but  little  to  solving  the  general 
jurisdictional  problem,  the  lATSE  inter- 
national was  awarded  control  over  some 
6,000  studio  workers  when  superior  court 
ruled  in  the  international’s  favor  after 
an  eight-week  fight  in  court.  Superior 
Judge  Henry  Willis  ruled  the  lA  presi- 
dent, George  Browne,  was  acting  within 
his  constitutional  rights  in  declaring  a 
state  of  “extreme  emergency’’  last  March 
13;  seizing  control  of  the  books,  records 
and  operations  of  Local  37,  and  ousting 
the  local’s  officers. 

However,  no  ruling  has  been  handed 
down  as  to  the  legality  of  the  lA’s  sub- 
sequent action  in  revoking  Local  37’s  char- 
ter and  establishing,  in  its  place,  five 
other  unions  which  now  are  seeking  to 
negotiate  bargaining  agreements  with  the 
producers.  A hearing  is  slated  shortly  on 
contempt  charges  filed  by  Local  37  repre- 
sentatives in  connection  with  the  dissolu- 
tion of  its  organization. 

USTG  Challenges  lA 

The  lA  victory  crystallizes  the  issue  per- 
taining to  control  over  studio  cameramen, 
technicians,  electricians,  prop  workers  and 
laboratory  workers,  with  the  United  Studio 
Technicians  Guild  of  North  America  as 
its  challenger.  The  USTG  has  served 
warning  on  producers  against  negotiating 
bargaining  agreements  with  any  lA  group 
imtil  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board 
has  passed  on  its  petition  for  certification 
as  bargaining  representative  for  members 
of  those  trades.  However,  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Towne  Nylander,  NLRB  regional 
director,  and  his  temporary  replacement 
by  Alice  Rossiter,  who  is  also  regional  di- 
rector of  the  San  Francisco  office,  fore- 
stalls for  the  time  being  any  action  on 
the  USTG  petition  or  other  studio  labor 
matters. 

Further,  five  major  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  unions  have  drafted  and  for- 


Auer  Megs  ''Marines" 

John  H.  Auer  has  been  assigned  to  di- 
rect “Calling  All  Marines,’’  which  Producer 
Armand  Schaefer  rolls  for  Republic  im- 
mediately. Earl  Felton  wrote  the  script. 


warded  a resolution  to  Browne,  of  the  lA, 
informing  him  of  the  formation  of  a 
“united  front”  against  the  USTG  and  the 
supplementary  jurisdictional  challenge  of 
the  Committee  on  Industrial  Organization, 
urging  Browne  to  return  the  lA  imme- 
diately to  the  studio  basic  agreement.  The 
document  was  signed  by  the  musicians, 
utility  workers,  carpenters,  electricians  and 
soundmen,  and  called  for  an  immediate 
campaign  to  obtain  closed  shop  conditions 
for  all  unions  involved. 

Against  Closed  Shop 

This  followed  only  shortly  after  Metro 
became  the  first  company  openly  to  de- 
clare it  will  refuse  to  sign  any  closed  shop 
agreements,  a stand  which  probably  re- 
flects the  decision  of  all  studios.  Its  atti- 
tude came  as  the  result  of  a circuit  court 
decision  holding  that  employes  cannot  be 
forced  to  join  or  withdraw  from  any  union 
in  the  event  a studio  signs  a closed  shop 
pact  with  another  craft. 

The  lA-USTG  jurisdictional  conflict  was 
further  aggravated  when  the  American 
Society  of  Cinematographers,  at  a mem- 
bership meeting,  declared  it  would  take 
every  step  necessary  to  protect  its  auton- 
omy. The  ASC’s  control  over  first  cam- 
eramen, under  terms  of  a studio  contract, 
is  disputed  by  both  the  lA  and  the  USTG. 

One  obstacle  to  a bargaining  agreement 
between  producers  and  the  Studio  Pub- 
licists Guild  has  been  removed  with  the 
negotiation  of  a tentative  agreement  cov- 
ering the  designation  of  those  entitled  to 
senior  rating.  Another  huddle  between 
publicists  and  studio  managers,  definitely 
to  set  wage  scales  and  maximum  hours, 
is  to  be  called  shortly.  Members  of  the 
Screen  Readers  Guild  scheduled  a meet- 
ing to  study  a tentative  producer  agree- 
ment, calling  for  a 40-hour  week  and  es- 
tablishing a $45  minimum  for  regular  em- 
ployes. Producers  and  the  Society  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Interior  Decorators  still  have 
failed  to  reach  a bargaining  agreement, 
however,  the  society  having  objected  to 


Fineman  to  S-I  StaH 

B.  P.  Fineman,  former  RKO  Radio  pro- 
ducer, has  been  added  to  the  production 
staff  at  Selznick  International.  No  specific 
assignment  has  been  outlined. 


May  Strike  for 
Closed  Shop 

Charging  Metro  with  using  non-union 
labor,  lATSE  soundmen  have  delivered 
an  ultimatum  that  a strike  will  be 
called  unless  a closed  shop  contract  is 
signed  by  Monday.  The  craft  demands 
that  the  contract  be  retroactive  to 
March  15. 


several  clauses  in  the  proposed  contract. 

The  Screen  Set  Designers  formally  ap- 
proved its  closed  shop  contract,  which  has 
already  been  signed  by  Universal,  Para- 
mount, Warner,  Columbia  and  RKO  Radio, 
and  has  undertaken  a drive  to  sign  up  all 
independent,  as  well  as  major,  producers. 

Accompanied  by  unexpected  fireworks 
and  attended  by  more  than  200  perform- 
ers, the  newly-organized  American  Guild 
of  Variety  Artists  held  a mass  meeting  at 
which  Eddie  Cantor,  as  chairman,  ex- 
plained reasons  behind  the  AGVA’s  for- 
mation as  a replacement  for  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Actors.  The  latter 
group’s  charter  was  revoked  by  the  Asso- 
ciated Actors  and  Artistes  of  America.  The 
new  organization  was  endorsed  by  Ralph 
Morgan,  president  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild,  Cantor,  Fred  Keating,  Lucile  Glea- 
son and  others.  An  uproar  was  caused 
when  I.  B.  Padway,  attorney  and  brother 
of  Joseph  Padway,  counsel  for  the  AFL, 
challenged  AGVA’s  sincerity. 

Directors-Republic  Deal 

The  Screen  Writers  Guild,  in  its  regu- 
lar weekly  board  meeting,  took  steps  to 
expedite  NLRB  action  on  its  scheduled 
hearing  in  connection  with  unfair  labor 
charges  against  the  producers.  The 
Screen  Directors  Guild  is  preparing  to  sign 
an  agreement  with  Republic  for  a closed 
shop,  after  receiving  notification  from  Her- 
bert Yates,  head  of  the  company,  that  he 
is  investigating  details  of  Republic’s  re- 
fusal to  negotiate  the  agreement. 

On  the  heels  of  a similar  statement  is- 
sued by  Kenneth  Thomson,  Screen  Actors 
Guild’s  executive  secretary,  while  he  was 
in  New  York,  SAG  leaders  have  indicated 
they  will  proceed  to  license  agents  under 
the  long-pending  franchise  an-angements 
either  with  or  without  the  okay  of  the 
Artists  Managers  Guild,  which  so  far  has 
refused  to  sign  the  agreement.  The  SAG 
standing  committee  has  ruled  that  Santa 
Cruz  and  Sonora,  favored  location  sites, 
are  within  the  300-mile  zone  under  Guild 
jurisdiction  and  that  SAG  extras  must  be 
used  in  films  made  on  those  sites.  Pre- 
viously the  two  towns  were  considered 
outside  SAG  control. 
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Back  From  Europe — 

Co7iipletmg  a tioo-month  European 
tour,  Mr.  a7id  Mrs.  Hal  Wallis  (Louise 
Fazerida)  retur7i  to  Hollywood.  Wal- 
lis, executive  producer  at  War7ier 
Bros.,  C07iferred  with  the  compaiiy’s 
Eriglish  producti07i  officials  while 
abroad. 

Liberal  Forces  Behind 
Neutrality  Law  Drive 

Veering  away,  for  the  time  being,  at 
least,  from  matters  more  closely  pertain- 
ing to  motion  pictures,  Hollywood’s  liberal 
colony  has  embarked  on  its  most  intensi- 
fied campaign  for  the  adoption  of  neu- 
trality legislation  by  Congress — a drive 
that  is  including  speeches,  a radio  broad- 
cast and  direct  messages  to  the  legislators. 
Leading  the  movement  is  the  Committee 
of  56,  under  the  piloting  of  Chairman  Mel- 
vyn  Douglas,  who  addressed  letters  to  out- 
standing members  of  the  film  capital  urg- 
ing them  to  communicate  directly  with 
Washington,  Associated  with  the  Com- 
mittee are  the  Motion  Picture  Artists 
Committee,  the  Motion  Picture  Democratic 
Committee,  the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi  Lea- 
gue and  kindred  organizations,  A keynote 
radio  address  was  delivered  by  Director 
Herbert  Biberman,  of  the  HANL,  over  a 
Pacific  Coast  hookup. 

The  short  furore  occasioned  in  progres- 
sive quarters  when  Dr.  Francis  N.  D. 
Buchman,  head  of  the  Oxford  Group,  ar- 
rived in  Los  Angeles  to  open  a “moral  re- 
armament” campaign,  subsided  when  lib- 
erals, after  a brief  investigation,  apparently 
decided  to  take  little  interest  in  it.  Among 
the  luncheons  given  Dr.  Buchman  and  his 
staff  was  one  hosted  by  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
production  chief  at  M-G-M.  A study  of 
the  movement,  and  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Buchman,  is  being  made  by  the  HANL  in 
an  effort  to  “analyze  its  practical  implica- 
tions.” 

The  Associated  Film  Audiences,  which 
recently  launched  a drive  to  obtain  more 
local  bookings  for  “Boy  Slaves,”  an  RKO 
Radio  feature,  is  planning  to  sponsor  a 
showing  of  two  documentary  films  pro- 
duced by  the  federal  government — “The 


Progressive  Groups 
Get  Filmdom's  Aid 

With  the  tempest  aroused  in  liberal 
circles  over  the  possible  film  fate  of  Sin- 
clair Lewis’  anti-dictator  broadside,  “It 
Can’t  Happen  Here,”  apparently  subsid- 
ing after  reaching  the  boiling  point,  Hol- 
lywood’s progressives  for  the  time  being 
have  turned  their  attentions  to  other  mat- 
ters less  closely  associated  with  the  mo- 
tion picture  world. 

Film  notables  are  flocking  to  enlist  in 


Special  Delivery — 

Petite  7nesse7igerettes  delivered  invi- 
tatio7is  arid  tickets  to  film  colony 
celebrities  by  motor  scooter  and  minia- 
ture auto  for  the  premiere  of  Alex- 
ander Korda’s  UA  release,  "Four 
Feathers.”  Here  Penny  Gill  is  shown 
aboard  her  scooter.  Chalk  up  the  idea 
to  Russell  Birdwell. 


Plough  That  Broke  the  Plains”  and  “The 
River.” 

Classes  in  democracy  to  balance  the 
German  schoolroom  technique  called  for 
in  the  script  are  to  be  initiated  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Film  Guild  when  it  em- 
barks on  production  of  “School  for  Bar- 
barians,” an  indictment  of  Nazi  educa- 
tional methods  by  Erika  Mann.  Guild 
leaders  fear  that  50  children,  needed  in 
the  production,  may  absorb  the  film’s 
philosophy  too  literally  otherwise.  'The 
script  is  being  adapted  by  Paul  Trivers, 
Herbert  Biberman  and  Tess  Slesinger  and 
will  be  produced  by  Frank  Davis. 

A special  performance  of  “Labor  Pains,” 
musical  review  produced  by  the  Interna- 
tional Ladies  Garment  Worker  Union,  was 
given  at  the  Musart  Theatre  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  HANL,  which  took  over 
the  house  for  one  night. 


"U"  Assigns  Arthur  Lubin 

Arthur  Lubin  has  been  signed  by  Uni- 
versal to  direct  “Call  a Messenger,”  a Ken 
Goldsmith  production  featuring  the  “Little 
Tough  Guys.” 


the  newest  of  the  national  progressive  or- 
ganizations, the  Catholic  Committee  to 
Fight  Anti-Semitism,  which  was  formed 
in  New  York  recently  by  65  Catholic 
clergymen,  educators  and  civic  leaders. 
Among  those  going  on  record  to  support 
the  group’s  aims  have  been  Irene  Dunne, 
who  contributed  an  article  to  the  com- 
mittee’s monthly  publication.  The  Voice; 
Joseph  I.  Breen,  administrator  of  the 
Hays  office’s  production  code;  and  Don 
Ameche,  Bryan  Foy  and  John  W.  Consi- 
dine  jr. 

To  augment  its  program  of  raising 
funds  for  the  aid  of  civilian  refugees 
throughout  the  world,  the  Motion  Picture 
Artists  Committee  has  set  aside  Jully  28 
for  the  presentation  of  “A  Day  at  the 
Deauville”  and  have  taken  over  the  Deau- 
ville beach  club  in  Santa  Monica  for  the 
occasion.  Entertainment  will  be  provided 
by  a lineup  of  film  names. 

National  and  international  politics  oc- 
cupied the  center  of  the  stage  for  the  lo- 
cal chapter  of  the  American  Committee 
for  Peace  Through  Democracy.  Actress 
Gale  Sondergaard  laimched  a determined 
appeal  for  immediate  and  full  support  of 
two  neutrality  proposals  now  before  Con- 
gress, while  the  ACPTD  distributed  100,- 
000  bulletins  describing  the  legislation 
through  hundreds  of  organizations  in  Cal- 
ifornia and  is  planning  a 31-station  Pa- 
cific Coast  broadcast. 

Work  on  the  final  draft  of  the  shoot- 
ing script  of  “School  for  Barbarians,”  from 
a book  by  Erika  Mann,  will  be  speeded  by 
the  Motion  Picture  Film  Guild  with  the 
expected  arrival  here  of  Miss  Marm, 
daughter  of  Nazi-exile  Thomas  Mann,  in 
August.  The  MPFG  is  planning  an  in- 
dependent production  based  on  Miss 
Mann’s  expose  of  Nazi  educational  pro- 
cedure. 


Birdwell  Chief  Publicist 
For  "Nurse  Cavell" 

Russell  Birdwell  has  announced  his  ap- 
pointment by  George  Schaefer,  president 
of  RKO  Radio,  to  take  complete  charge 
of  all  publicity  and  public  relations  on 
RKO  Radio’s  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  pro- 
duced and  directed  by  Herbert  Wilcox  and 
starring  Anna  Neagle.  This  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  time  that  a free-lance  pub- 
licist has  been  retained  by  a major  studio 
on  such  an  arrangement.  The  deal  was 
negotiated,  according  to  Schaefer,  because 
of  the  film’s  international  scope. 

Birdwell’s  organization  begins  its  work 
immediately  establishing  an  auxiliary  unit 
staff  at  the  RKO  Radio  studio  headed  by 
Charles  Leonard. 


"Aldrich  Clan"  Becomes 
A Paramount  Series 

Another  series  of  “family”  pictures  is  to 
be  added  to  the  screen’s  present  heavy 
roster  of  such  films.  Paramount  having 
announced  plans  to  produce  at  least  two 
more  pictures  based  on  the  doings  of  the 
“Aldrich”  clan  which  made  its  screen  bow 
in  “What  a Life.” 

Clifford  Goldsmith,  who  authored  the 
first,  will  write  one  of  the  two  additional 
features  and  Jackie  Cooper  and  Betty 
Field  will  probably  repeat  in  the  leads. 
Theodore  Reed  will  direct. 
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ONE  of  the  smartest  exploitation  ven- 
tures to  be  conceived  in  the  indus- 
try in  many  months,  and  one  which 
is  certainly  destined  to  engender  an  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  favorable  publicity 
and  goodwill,  has  been  announced  by 
Paramount.  The  plan  provides  that  25 
orphan  girls,  between  10  and  14  years  of 
age,  are  to  be  selected  from  orphanges 
in  as  many  American  cities  and  will  be 
brought  to  Hollywood  on  a special  Pull- 
man car  as  guests  of  Linda  Ware,  the  14- 
year-old  orphan  now  starring  with  Bing 
Crosby  in  “The  Star  Maker.” 

Each  child  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
chaperon,  in  most  cases  a teacher  or  sup- 
ervisor of  the  orphanage,  selected  by  the 
youngsters’  popular  and  secret  vote.  They 
will  be  honored  guests  at  a special  pi’e- 
view  of  “The  Star  Maker”  August  18,  cli- 
maxing four  days  of  entertainment  which 
will  include  a trip  to  Catalina  Island,  a 
tour  of  the  Paramount  studio,  a shopping 
spree,  a sight-seeing  trip  through  South- 
ern California  and  a tea  with  little  Miss 
Ware  as  hostess. 

Score  one  for  Robert  Gillham  and  his 
able  assistants. 

Deserving  of  the  whole-hearted  support 
of  the  film  colony  is  the  “A  Day  at  Deau- 
ville” affair  which  will  he  presented  to 
the  general  public  on  July  29  by  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Artists  Committee.  Last  year 
the  MPAC  engaged  in  a program  of 
money-making  activities  to  aid  civilian 
refugees  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Funds 
were  distributed  to  war  and  political  vic- 
tims regardless  of  race  or  creed. 

Revenue  from  Saturday’s  affair  will  be 
used  to  increase  this  refugee  fund.  The 


Fox  will  make  a picture,  ‘‘White  Wings 
in  Clover,”  inspired  by  the  neivs  that  New 
York  Street  Cleaners  had  acquired  Otto 
Kahn’s  palatial  estate  as  a summer  play- 
ground for  members. 

When  the  director  on  the  feature  says 
‘‘roll  ’em,”  that  time-honored  command 
will  attain  new  significance. 


Warner  has  signed  Eddie  Durand's  rhumba 
band  for  a spot  in  "20,000  Years  in  Sing 
Sing."  The  lockstep  in  rhumba  time. 


organization  has  taken  over  the  Deauville 
Beach  Club  in  Santa  Monica  for  the  fu7ic- 
tion.  Guests,  through  their  attendance, 
will  contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  suf- 
ferings in  a world  already  too  full  of  sad- 
ness and  injustices. 


Universal  is  making  “My  Son.”  Which 
makes  it  only  50  per  cent  as  colossal  as 
Edward  Small,  who  owns  the  screen  rights 
to  “My  Son,  My  Son,”  and  only  one-third 
as  terrific  as  RKO  Radio,  which  will  soon 
start  “Three  Sons.” 


Metro's  prop  department  recently  purchas- 
ed 23  asbestos  overall  suits  for  use  in  "Black- 
mail." 

Had  the  suits  been  purchased  a few  weeks 
sooner,  they  might  have  done  double  duty 
by  garbing  the  studio's  executives  on  the 
occasion  of  the  "good  will"  visit  of  the  ten 
German  editors. 

S.  Charles  Einfeld,  genial  Warner  pub- 
licity chief,  reported  to  Beverly  Hills  po- 
lice that  a mink  coat  and  two  fur  pieces 
were  stolen  from  an  unlocked  vault  in  his 
home  by  thieves  who  entered  through  a 
French  window. 

Well,  it  looks  like  a cold  winter  for 
Charles  Skouras,  too. 


March  of  Time’s  latest,  ‘‘The  Movies 
March  On,”  is  receivmg — and  justifiably 
— more  critical  acclaim  than  any  short 
subject  of  recent  moyiths.  It  could  serve 
as  a perfect  trailer  for  20th-Fox’s  “Holly- 
wood Cavalcade,”  for  which,  incidentally, 
it  presages  a popular  reception. 

When  Richard  Greene  was  confined  to  bed 
and  a wheelchair  as  a result  of  a traffic  ac- 
cident, according  to  20th  Century-Fox  pub- 
licists, his  friends  gave  him  just  dozens  and 
dozens  of  books  to  while  away  the  time — 
438  volumes,  to  be  exact,  on  miscellaneous 
subjects. 

Richard  should  be  learning  to  read  any 
minute  now. 


Carnival,  Crime  and  Comedy 


A bountiful  preview  week.  What  with 
quality,  quantity  and  even  groceries  (two 
epics  having  been  unwound  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  free  limch) , there  was  plenty 
to  satisfy  the  avid  tastes  and  heterogen- 
eous habits  of  all  members  of  Hollywood’s 
preview  army. 

Out  of  the  unusually  long  list  of  fea- 
tures, totaling  11,  Walter  Wanger’s  “Win- 
ter Carnival,”  produced  for  United  Artists, 
gains  this  vote  as  the  best.  A thoroughly 
captivating  romantic  comedy,  directed 
with  verve  and  taste  by  Charles  F.  Ries- 
ner,  it  boasts  a refreshingly  authentic  col- 
legiate background,  supplied  by  Dartmouth 
University’s  annual  winter  carnival.  The 
deftly  written  script  by  Budd  Schulberg, 
Lester  Cole  and  Maurice  Rapf,  from  an 
original  by  Schulberg  and  Rapf,  guaran- 
tees an  abundance  of  entertainment  not 
only  for  the  younger  generation  but,  also, 
for  those  who  can  do  without  campus 
antics.  Sparkling  winter  sports  sequences, 
an  intriguing  love  story,  a generous  supply 
of  laughs  and  a topnotch  cast  headed  by 
Ann  Sheridan — who  pours  on  the  “oomph” 
in  large  quantities — are  other  decided 
assets. 

« >ic  « 

Sharing  a place  in  the  first  division  was 
Warner’s  “Each  Dawn  I Die.”  Outstand- 
ing realism,  high-pitched  emotional  stress 


and  brilliant  portrayals  throughout  stamp 
it  as  one  of  the  most  vivid  prison  pictures 
yet  produced,  certain  to  be  an  ace  attrac- 
tion among  addicts  of  the  red-blood  school. 
Jerome  Odium’s  hit  novel  was  carefully 
transcribed  to  the  screen  by  Norman 
Reilly  Raine  and  Warren  Duff,  David 
Lewis  painstakingly  coordinated  the  var- 
ious elements  into  a well-knit  production 
and  William  Keighley  imparted  power  and 
suspense  to  his  direction. 

* * * 

In  the  satisfactory  program  category  ap- 
peared no  less  than  four  features.  Two 
of  them — Columbia’s  “Blondie  Takes  a 
Vacation”  and  Republic’s  “Should  Hus- 
bands Work?”  fall  into  the  “family  series” 
niche  and  both  are  splendid  examples  of 
their  class.  Third  of  the  “Blondie”  group, 
the  new  adventures  of  the  Blondie-Dag- 
wood-Baby  Dumpling  clan  are  more  in- 
gratiatingly entertaining  than  ever,  sure 
to  bring  in  new  fans  as  well  as  satisfy 
those  who  were  won  over  by  the  two  pre- 
vious episodes.  Robert  Sparks  and  Frank 
R.  Strayer  repeat  their  duties  as  producer 
and  director,  respectively,  while  Richard 
Flournoy  turned  out  another  crisp  and 
humorous  script  from  an  original  by  him- 
self, Karen  De  Wolf  and  Robert  Chapin. 
Republic  contributed  the  liveliest  of  the 
“Higgins  Family”  series  so  far  in  “Should 


Husbands  Work?”  in  which  the  honors  are 
equally  divided  among  the  three  Gleasons 
(James,  Lucile  and  Russell),  Producer  Sol 
Siegel  and  Director  Gus  Meins,  all  of 
whom  capitalized  on  a thoroughly  satis- 
factory screenplay  by  Jack  Townley  and 
Taylor  Caven. 

Emerging  as  passable,  though  light- 
weight in  nature,  was  Paramount’s  “The 
Magnificent  Fraud.”  A meritorious  story 
idea  did  not  receive  full  justice  in  the 
screen  treatment  but,  nevertheless,  the  pic- 
ture moves  along  briskly  under  the  pilot- 
ing of  Director  Robert  Florey.  Harlan 
Thompson  produced. 

Well-paced,  interspersed  with  frequent 
comedy  touches  and  light  music,  War- 
ner’s “Naughty  But  Nice” — in  which, 
again,  Ann  Sheridan  is  permitted  to  dis- 
play that  highly-touted  “oomph” — is  well- 
constructed  summer  entertainment.  Ray 
Enright  directed  for  Producer  Sam  Bis- 
choff. 

* * 

In  addition  to  Warner’s  James  Cagney- 
George  Raft  starrer,  enough  of  the  mis- 
cellaneous offerings  were  predicated  on 
the  general  crime  motif  to  establish  a di- 
vision of  their  own,  including  “Hell’s 
Kitchen”  from  Warner,  Universal’s  “I  Stole 
(Continued  on  page  73) 
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For  the  Premiere  of  "Beau  Geste" — 


At  the  Carthay  Circle  Theatre  appeared  these  trade  figures  among  other 
film  prominents.  TOP : Will  H.  and  Mrs.  Hays,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  William  A. 
Wellman,  Harlan  and  Mrs.  Thompson  (Marian  Spitzer),  Robert  Preston. 
BOTTOM : Susan  Hayward  and  George  McCall,  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Leisen, 
Charles  Barton.  Jesse  Lasky  and  Jesse  Lasky  jr.,  Sid  Grauman. 


(2LnQmatk6 


His  latest  film  assignment  for  Samuel 
Goldwyn  completed,  Gaiy  Cooper  has 
pulled  out  for  a three-week  vacation  in 
New  York.  His  wife  accompanied  him 
. . . Jack  Haley  has  returned  from  an  ex- 
tended stay  in  the  east. 

* 

With  70  close  friends  and  members  of 
the  families  attending,  Betty  May  War- 
ner, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  M. 
Warner,  and  Milton  Sperling,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox scripter,  were  married  in  the 
Florentine  Room  of  the  Beverly -Wilshire 
Hotel  with  Rabbi  Maxwell  Dubin  officiat- 
ing. The  bride’s  sister,  Mrs.  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy,  ivas  matron  of  honor,  and  her  cousin, 
Lita  Warner,  was  maid  of  honor.  Frank 
Coen  was  best  man  and  ushers  included 
Jack  Warner  jr.,  Milton  Charnos,  William 
Goetz,  Leonard  Hoffman,  Boris  Ingster 
and  Albert  Manheimer . Ceremony  was  fol- 
lowed by  a wedding  supper  and,  later,  a 
reception  atteiided  by  more  than  300. 
Guests  included:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  L. 
L.  Warner;  Major  and  Mrs.  Albert  War- 
ner; Jules  Brulatour,  Hope  Hampton,  Jo- 
seph Bernhard.  Jacob  Wilk,  Louis  Dia- 
mond, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Char7ias,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Goetz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Goetz, 
Lou  Golder,  Mrs.  Sidney  Katz,  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy,  Morris  Levinson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al 
Lichtman,  the  Harry  Rapfs,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Rogers,  the  Leon  Schlesingers, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Stebbins.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Jungmeyer,  the  Lester  Ziffrens, 
Mrs.  Boris  Ingster  and  others. 

* 

Lew  Seiler,  Warner  director,  is  back 

from  a motor  trip  through  the  northwest. 
★ 

Frank  Whitbeck,  studio  advertising 
head  for  Metro,  returned  from  a jaunt  to 
the  Idaho  location  of  “Northwest  Passage,” 


where  he  traveled  to  launch  production  of 
a trailer  on  the  picture  . . . Virginia  Van 
Upp  is  back  at  Paramount  after  a short 
holiday  . . . Wesley  Ruggles,  Claude  Bin- 
yon  and  Skeets  Gallagher  spent  a day 
scouting  locations  from  the  air  for  “Ari- 
zona,” Ruggles’  forthcoming  production  for 
Columbia  . . . War  veterans  of  any  nation 
who  are  American  citizens  comprise  the 
membership  of  the  Univets,  new  organiza- 
tion formed  at  Universal  to  foster  patriot- 
ism. Nearly  145  already  have  enrolled  at 
the  studio.  John  B.  Tait  is  president.  Bob 
McAllister  was  named  secretary  and  Irv- 
ing Hertzberg  holds  down  the  post  of 
treasurer. 

★ 

“Production  Policy  in  Patriotism”  was 
the  subject  of  a talk  given  by  Carey  Wil- 
son, Metro  shorts  producer,  at  the  open- 
ing meeting  of  the  University  of  California 
at  Los  Angeles’  summer  session.  Wilson 
also  led  a symposium  and  discussion  on 
the  value  and  significance  of  propaganda 
in  films,  in  which  400  students  partici- 
pated. 

* 

Gene  Autry  has  been  made  an  honorary 
captain  in  the  National  Guard’s  160th  In- 
fantry, California  division,  by  order  of  Col. 
Wayne  Allen.  Presentation  was  made  by 
Capt.  Erwin  Minger  . . . William  Meller, 
Paramount  cameraman,  and  his  wife  are 
vacationing  for  two  weeks  at  Catalina  . . . 
Regional  presidents  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Music  Clubs  listened  to  a 
discussion  of  “They  Shall  Have  Music,” 
newest  Samuel  Goldwyn  production,  by 
Edwin  Knopf  of  Goldwyn’s  production 
staff. 

★ 

Harrison  Jacobs,  scripter  for  Harry 
Sherman,  is  back  in  Hollywood  after  a 


two-week  trip  through  the  timber  and  log- 
ging country  between  Lake  Tahoe  and 
Oregon,  gathering  material  for  a forth- 
coming “Hopalong  Cassidy”  western  . . . 
A luncheon  guest  at  Paramount  was  H. 
Gerede,  Turkish  consul  in  Tokyo,  en  route 
to  the  Orient  . . . Herbert  Wilcox  has  re- 
turned to  RKO  Radio  from  New  York  to 
put  the  finishing  touches  on  his  first  pro- 
duction. 

* 

The  Metro  Studio  Club’s  orchestra  pre- 
sented its  fourth  annual  concert  at  the 
Wilshire  Ebell,  with  Oscar  Radin  conduct- 
ing . . . Cast  and  crew  of  his  latest  RKO 
Radio  picture  were  entertained  at  the  Vic- 
tor Hugo  by  Joe  Penner  . . . Wallace  Beery 
has  planed  out  for  Thermapolis,  Wyo.,  and 
Fish  Lake,  Utah,  following  completion  of  a 
film  assignment  at  Metro  . . . Pete  Smith, 
Metro  shorts  producer,  was  guest  of  honor 
at  the  western  division  convention  of  the 
International  Lions  Clubs.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Leni  Lynn,  studio  stock  player 
. . . Armand  Schaefer  has  returned  to  his 
Republic  production  desk  after  a trip  to 
Chicago. 

* 

Director  Henry  King  has  returned  from 
a flying  location  trip  through  the  San 
Joaquin  and  Sacramento  Valleys,  scouring 
the  territory  in  preparation  for  his  forth- 
coming 20th  Century-Fox  assignment. 

* 

Anita  Loos,  accompanied  by  Paulette 
Goddard,  planed  for  New  York  to  arrange 
for  the  opening  of  her  play,  “Gentlemen 
Prefer  Blondes,”  in  which  Marie  Wilson 
has  the  lead  . . . Samuel  Goldwyn  has  gone 
east  to  attend  the  opening  of  his  latest 
producti07i.  His  guests  will  include  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  Mayor  Fiorello  La- 
Guardia. 

★ 

Homer  Chaillaux,  national  Americaniza- 
tion chairman  for  the  American  Legion, 
and  John  D.  Home,  California  chairman 
for  the  American  Legion,  were  luncheon 
guests  of  Harry  and  Jack  Warner  and  S. 
Charles  Einfeld  at  the  Warner  studio. 

* 

Paramount’s  mail  boys  tossed  their  first 
annual  dance  at  the  Barney  Oldfield  Coun- 
try Club,  with  Bud  Testa  in  charge  and 
Cliff  Allen’s  orchestra  supplying  the  music 
. . . Boris  Morros  is  one  of  the  lecturers 
at  the  American  Institute  of  Cinematog- 
raphy course  now  under  way  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  California  . . . William 
LeBaron,  Paramount  production  head,  is 
battling  an  influenza  attack. 


A Portable  Diesel  Power 
Plant  Is  Used  by  Metro 

Now  furnishing  power  for  equipment 
being  used  on  Metro’s  “Northwest  Passage” 
at  McCall,  Idaho,  is  the  first  portable 
diesel  power  plant  ever  constructed  for 
motion  pictures.  The  machinery  is  com- 
pletely sound-proofed,  with  a silent  ex- 
haust, required  two  years  to  build  and  puUs 
800  amperes.  A supercharger  raises  this 
to  1,000  amperes  and  is  used  to  compensate 
for  loads  at  high  altitudes. 


72 


BOXOrnCE  ::  July  22,  1939 


In  and  Out 


Expected  to  remain  for  several  months, 
George  Schaefer,  RKO  Radio  president, 
arrives  at  the  studio  next  week  from  New 
York  to  devote  his  time  to  production  prob- 
lems and  conferences  with  executives  at 
the  plant.  Local  RKO  Radio  spokesmen 
believe  he  will  headquarter  here  well  into 
the  fall  arranging  for  a replacement  for 
Pandro  S.  Berman,  studio  production 
head,  who  some  time  ago  notified  Schaefer 
he  will  pull  out  of  the  lineup  when  his 
contract  expires  in  October.  Another  ar- 
rival at  the  studio  will  be  Fred  Ullman, 
vice-president  of  RKO-Pathe  News,  who 
is  en  route  here  to  gather  material  for 
the  “Sportscope”  and  “Reelism”  short 
subjects  series.  He  stops  off  at  Sun  Val- 
ley and,  before  checking  in  at  the  studio, 
will  detour  to  Texas.  To  complete  cut- 
ting and  editing  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,” 
Producer  Herbert  Wilcox  has  returned  from 
New  York,  accompanied  by  his  star,  Anna 
Neagle. 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  chief, 
headed  east  after  announcing  plans  to 
roadshow  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  in  De- 
cember. 

After  a week’s  stopover  at  the  studio, 
George  Weeks,  chief  of  sales  for  Mono- 
gram, pulled  out  for  San  Francisco  on 
the  next  lap  of  his  swing  around  the  coun- 
try. He  was  accompanied  to  the  Bay  City 
by  Mel  Hulling,  western  district  sales  man- 
ager, who  came  down  from  the  north  to 
participate  in  huddles  with  Scott  R.  Dim- 
lap,  production  head,  and  Weeks.  Prior 
to  his  departure  Weeks  declared  the  com- 
pany’s sales  for  the  1939-40  season  so  far 
show  an  increase  of  nearly  40  per  cent 
over  the  mark  registered  during  a similar 
selling  period  in  the  current  season.  He 
also  declared  that,  in  his  opinion  and  after 
scrutinizing  the  situation  around  the 
country,  practicable  television,  when  it 
arrives,  will  be  an  harmonious  adjunct  to 
film  exhibition  rather  than  the  competi- 
tive medium  which  many  exhibitors  and 
other  industry  figures  fear.  Sight-and- 
sound  broadcasting.  Weeks  declared,  will 
open  up  a new  field  for  the  sale  of  films. 

Planning  to  remain  at  the  studio  for  a 
few  days,  looking  over  new  product,  before 
continuing  on  to  New  York,  Dan  Casey, 
Universal  sales  manager  for  Australasia, 
checked  in  from  “down  under.”  He  is 
slated  to  confer  in  the  east  with  Joseph 
Seidelman,  head  of  foreign  distribution. 
M.  J.  Siegel,  production  head  at  Republic, 
and  Sol  Siegel,  associate  producer,  finally 
pulled  out  for  New  York  after  several  post- 
ponements. They  will  parley  with  Her- 
bert Yates  on  production  matters  before 
Yates  leaves  for  England  July  23. 

James  Roosevelt,  vice-president  of  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn  Productions,  planed  in  from 
New  York,  cutting  short  a business  trip 
east  on  which  he  had  originally  intended 
to  spend  three  weeks.  Also  in  from  New 
York  is  Matt  O’Brien,  treasurer  for  Hal 
Roach.  Another  arrival  was  William  He- 
bert, publicity-advertising  director  for 
Selznick  International,  who  spent  three 
weeks  in  New  York  conferring  with  United 
Artists  on  exploitation  handling  for  two 
S-I  pictures,  “Intermezzo”  and  “Gone 
With  the  Wind.” 

After  a day’s  stopover  at  the  studio. 


Ralph  Doyle,  head  of  Paramount’s  Aus- 
tralian office,  hopped  the  boat  for  his 
headquarters  in  Sydney.  He  had  been  in 
New  York  huddling  with  executives  of  the 
company  there.  Lou  Diamond,  Paramount 
short  subjects  head,  returned  east  after 
spending  some  time  looking  over  available 
independent  short  subjects  material  here. 

Organizational  details  pertaining  to  the 
new  Sol  Lesser  Productions,  incorporated 
some  months  ago  to  produce  for  United 
Artists  release,  were  discussed  in  San 
Francisco  by  Lesser  and  Louis  R.  Lurie, 
one  of  his  financial  backers. 

Tints  and  Hues  Win 
More  Metro  Study 

Exhibitors  and  the  theatre-going  pub- 
lic soon  may  find  themselves  on  the  re- 
ceiving end  of  a veritable  rainbow  of  tints 
in  forthcoming  M-G-M  releases,  if  ex- 
periments now  being  conducted  by  John 
M.  Nickolaus,  studio  laboratory  chief,  in 
connection  with  his  recently-created  sepia- 
blue  process  prove  successful. 

The  sepia-blue,  first  used  in  “Tarzan 
Finds  a Son,”  is  being  used  by  Nickolaus 
as  the  basis  of  experiments  by  which  he 
hopes  to  establish  a standard  of  toning  ef- 
fects in  many  colors,  including  green,  red, 
brown  and  orange.  Currently  the  labora- 
tory is  concentrating  on  the  development 
of  formulae  whereby  the  process  may  be 
simplified  for  standard  usage,  eliminat- 
ing several  steps  which,  under  present 
conditions,  push  negative  costs  consider- 
ably above  standard  black-and-white  pro- 
cessing. 

Nickolaus  is  proceeding  on  the  theory 
that  various  colors  can  be  sublimated  to 
create  diverse  dramatic  effects  fitting  into 
almost  every  type  of  action  and  locale 
called  for  in  films.  It  was  in  pursuit  of 
this  idea  that  he  evolved  sepia-blue,  which 
he  designed  especially  for  imderwater 
sequences  in  the  “Tarzan”  picture  and 
which  so  impressed  studio  executives  that 
it  was  used  throughout  the  production. 
For  instance,  plant  officials  point  out, 
green  and  orange  tints  can  be  used  to  ad- 
vantage in  outdoor  scenes  and  shades  of 
red  would  contribute  startlingly  to  certain 
dramatic  sequences. 

Nickolaus,  more  than  two  years  ago, 
created  sepia-platinum  photographic  fin- 
ishing for  “The  Good  Earth.”  Sepia-blue 
and  its  potential  running-mates  are  pat- 
terned after  the  same  formula,  which  calls 
for  a “double-toning”  laboratory  opera- 
tion as  opposed  to  the  “single-toning”  used 
in  conventional  black  and  white. 

The  process  does  not  call  for  special 
negatives,  as  the  effects  are  brought  out 
entirely  through  the  procedure  used  in 
the  laboratory  work. 

While  orders  have  not  been  issued  as 
yet  calling  for  sepia-blue  processing  on 
any  forthcoming  Metro  pictures,  plant  ex- 
ecutives believe  it  will  be  utilized  on  sev- 
eral 1939-40  releases  when  Nickolaus  has 
completed  his  tests  and  research.  It  im- 
parts clarity  and  depth  which,  it  is  claim- 
ed, have  never  before  been  attained  in 
motion  picture  photography. 


SPEARHEADS 


(Continued  from  page  71) 

a Million”  and  Monogram’s  “Mr.  Wong  in 
Chinatown.” 

George  Raft  is  the  dominant  factor  in 
the  Universal  feature,  which  otherwise  is 
deadened  by  excessive  and  tedious  footage, 
bringing  it  down  to  average  program 
levels.  More  deft  handling  by  Producer 
Burt  Kelly  and  Director  Frank  Tuttle 
might  have  made  it  an  honest  and  com- 
pelling sociological  document.  Raft,  as 
toughest  of  the  tough  guys,  and  Claire 
Trevor  in  a scintillating  role,  take  the 
Thespic  honors.  Nathanael  West  wrote 
the  scenario  from  an  original  by  Lester 
Cole. 

Monogram  found  the  winning  combina- 
tion in  its  new  “Mr.  Wong”  adventure,  a 
film  which  stresses  action  and  sustained 
suspense.  With  Boris  Karloff  again  turn- 
ing in  a flawless  performance  in  the  title 
role,  it  should  serve  ably  in  most  situa- 
tions. Basing  his  motivation  on  the 
stories  by  Hugh  Wiley,  Scenarist  Scott 
Darling  manufactured  a brisk  and  plaus- 
ible script  which  was  given  capable  direc- 
tion by  William  Nigh  under  the  produc- 
tion guidance  of  William  T.  Lackey. 

Possessing  its  entertaining  moments, 
“Hell’s  Kitchen,”  nevertheless,  is  more  or 
less  of  a jumble  of  melodramatic  machina- 
tions in  which  the  “Dead  End  Kids”  figure 
prominently.  Lewis  Seiler  and  E.  A.  Du- 
Pont share  the  directorial  credit  and  Mark 
Hellinger  produced. 

* * * 

Of  least  importance  were  Atalaya  Films’ 
“La  Inmaculada,”  Spanish-languager,  be- 
cause of  its  limited  market  in  America,  and 
Universal’s  “Unexpected  Father”  because 
of  its  equally  limited  production  worth. 
Produced  for  the  Latin-American  trade 
and  American  houses  with  exclusive  Span- 
ish patronage,  “La  Inmaculada”  is,  in  all 
probability,  keyed  for  an  impressive  re- 
ception in  that  field.  However,  it  is  long 
on  dialogue,  short  on  action,  and  offers 
nothing  saleable  to  the  general  run  of 
English-speaking  audiences.  Maury  Cohen 
contributed  substantial  production  values 
to  his  first  for  United  Artists  release  and 
Louis  Gasnier’s  direction  is  efficient. 
Pablo  (or  Paul)  Perez  scripted. 

In  its  obvious  haste  to  capitalize  on  the 
phenomenal  talents  and  popularity  of 
Baby  Sandy,  Universal  neglected  to  sur- 
round the  infant  discovery  with  adequate 
production,  a meritorious  story  or  a strong 
supporting  cast  in  “Unexpected  Father”: 
despite  which  handicaps  the  amazing 
youngster  will  stUl  manage  to  tighten  his 
hold  on  the  hearts  of  picture  patrons  whom 
he  won  over  in  his  debuting  vehicle.  Tak- 
ing second  honors  after  a fierce  struggle 
to  wring  laughs  out  of  a sketchy  part  is 
Mischa  Auer.  Charles  Lament  directed, 
Ken  Goldsmith  produced  and  Leonard 
Spigelgass  and  Charles  Grayson  collabo- 
rated on  the  script. 


Bickford,  MacLane  for  “Murder" 

Monogram  has  signed  Charles  Bick- 
ford and  Barton  MacLane  for  toplines  in 
“Murder  in  the  Big  House,”  a story  by 
Rev.  Patrick  O’Neil,  which  William  Nigh 
will  direct. 
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Major  Production  Down  to 
42:  Ten  Ready  to  Shoot 


After  holding  to  a peak  of  47  pictures 
in  work  for  three  consecutive  weeks,  pro- 
duction in  the  major  studios  nosed  down 
to  a total  of  42,  to  be  supplemented  by  the 
immediate  launching  of  ten  more. 

Columbia  started  an  untitled  western, 
starring  Charles  Starrett,  and  “Prison 
Surgeon,”  but  finished  “The  Man  They 
Could  Not  Hang”  to  wind  up  with  four 
on  the  sound  stages.  Metro  gave  the  nod 
to  “Remember,”  giving  it  a nine-picture 
total. 

“Wolves  of  the  Prairie”  went  into  the 
cutting  room  at  Monogram,  leaving  the 
studio  with  only  one  in  work.  Paramount 
shoved  off  “Diamonds  Are  Dangerous” 
to  total  eight.  RKO  Radio  rolled  “Three 
Sons”  and  sent  “The  Day  the  Bookies 
Wept,”  “Full  Confession”  and  “Every- 
thing’s on  Ice”  into  the  cutting  rooms, 
emerging  with  five  features  in  produc- 
tion. 

“Wall  Street  Cowboy”  and  “Calling  All 
Marines”  hit  the  starting  line  at  Republic, 
while  “Smuggled  Cargo”  was  completed. 
Studio  has  three  in  work.  20th  Century- 
Pox,  listing  no  new  starts,  held  to  a six- 
picture  total. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  completed  “The  Real 
Glory”  and  Hal  Roach  wound  up  “The 
Housekeeper’s  Daughter”  to  drag  down 
the  United  Artists  total  to  two.  Universal 
registered  five  in  work,  including  “One 
Hour  to  Live”  and  “Missing  Evidence” 
as  new  starts,  while  “Modern  Cinderella” 
was  completed.  Warner  shoved  off 
“Torchy  Goes  to  Town”  to  total  five  in 
production. 


Above-Par  Major  Schedules 
Reflected  in  Employnient 

Above-par  production  schedules  at  the 
major  plants  are  reflecting  themselves  in 
unusually  heavy  calls  for  virtually  every 
type  of  studio  labor,  with  the  business 
managers  of  many  crafts  reporting  their 
unemployed  lists  at  new  lows,  particularly 
among  painters,  carpenters,  electricians 
and  cameramen. 

Hitting  a new  high  for  the  past  five 
months,  130  cameramen,  assistants  and 
still  men  are  on  call  at  M-G-M,  employed 
on  the  nine  pictures  in  work  at  the  studio. 


Swedish  Aid  for  Warner 
Film  on  Alfred  Nobel 

Promised  cooperation  by  the  Nobel  In- 
stitute, the  Swedish  government  and  the 
Scandinavian  film  industry,  Warner  has 
announced  plans  to  produce  a film  based 
on  the  life  of  Alfred  Nobel,  sponsor  of  the 
annual  peace,  literary  and  scientific 
awards.  Plans  were  revealed  by  Hal  Wal- 
lis, executive  producer,  who  conferred  with 
Institute  leaders  while  in  Europe. 

Wallis,  who  spent  two  months  abroad, 
declared  he  learned  of  a growing  sentiment 
in  Italy  for  the  return  of  American  mo- 
tion pictures,  and  said  he  had  heard  re- 
ports that  Premier  Mussolini  may  soon 
attempt  to  negotiate  for  the  resumption 
of  Italian  importation  of  films  from  Holly- 
wood. 


A New  Mrs, — 

The  new  Mrs.  Milton  Sperling,  nee 
Betty  Warner,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Warner,  poses  with  her 
bridesmaids.  At  left  is  Lita  Warner 
and,  on  the  right,  Mrs.  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy.  Marriage  xoas  solemnized  in  the 
Florentine  Room  of  the  Beverly  Wil- 
shire  Hotel  recently. 

Hollywood  Supporls 
"Golden  Jubilee" 

Assurances  of  Hollywood  support  of  the 
motion  picture  industry’s  50th  birthday, 
to  be  known  as  the  “Golden  Jubilee,”  came 
when  publicity  executives  of  the  major 
studios  met  to  discuss  methods  whereby 
the  film  plants  will  participate  in  the  cele- 
bration. 

Convening  at  the  Hays  office,  with  Tom 
Pettey,  local  publicist  for  the  MPPDA, 
presiding,  the  studio  publicity  heads  named 
a committee  comprising  Gabe  Yorke,  of 
the  MPPDA’s  Hollywood  office,  Howard 
Strickling  of  M-G-M,  Nate  Dyches  of  20th 
Century-Fox,  Terry  DeLapp  of  Paramount, 
Irving  Rubine  of  Warner  and  John  P. 
Miles  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  to  devise 
and  coordinate  plans  and  ideas  for  local 
cooperation. 

Appointing  Yorke  chairman,  the  com- 
mittee immediately  announced  it  will  hold 
a preliminary  meeting  within  a few  days 
to  compare  ideas  and  generally  outline 
its  operational  procedure. 

The  campaign,  according  to  plans 
formed  in  New  York,  will  open  in  August, 
with  the  “Golden  Jubilee”  to  be  officially 
celebrated  during  the  first  week  in  Octo- 
ber. According  to  local  informants, 
“Jubilee”  leaders  will  concentrate  on  se- 
curing widespread  editorial  attention  for 
the  industry’s  50th  milestone,  both  through 
studio  publicity  contacts  and  through 
homeoffice  endeavors  in  New  York.  To 
date  the  schedule  does  not  include  ex- 
panded newspaper  and  magazine  adver- 
tising budgets,  “movie  quizzes”  or  other 
features  of  the  “Motion  Pictures’  Greatest 
Year”  drive  of  a year  ago. 


Much  on  Conjectural  Side^ 
Is  GN's  Future  Status 


Very  much  on  the  conjectural  side,  de- 
spite receipt  of  word  from  the  east  that 
new  financing  has  been  secm’ed,  is  the 
future  status  of  Grand  National  as  a pro- 
duction organization  in  Hollywood,  with 
former  studio  employes  who  last  week  were 
lopped  from  the  payroll  declaring  there 
seems  still  to  be  little  concrete  indication 
they  will  be  called  back  to  work. 

The  situation  became  even  more  complex 
with  the  resignation  of  Jack  Skirball  as 
vice-president  in  charge  of  production,  his 
departure  leaving  Fred  Kane,  former  as- 
sistant to  Edward  Alperson,  ex-president 
and  sales  manager  of  GN,  in  charge  of  coast 
operations  and  finances.  All  indications 
are,  based  on  President  E.  W.  Hammons’ 
explanation  of  the  refinancing  plan,  that 
GN  will  itself  engage  in  no  production 
but  will  finance  independently-operated 
units. 

Skirball,  according  to  information  re- 
ceived here,  will  remain  as  head  of  Ar- 
cadia Productions,  which  has  turned  out 
two  features  for  GN  release.  Whether 
or  not  future  Arcadia  product  will  be  dis- 
tributed through  GN  has  not  been  deter- 
mined. Equally  uncertain  is  the  distribu- 
tion future  of  Franklyn  Warner’s  Fine 
Arts  Pictures,  which  has  also  been  produc- 
ing for  GN. 


Burns  and  New  Film  Slated 
For  Debut  in  Van  Buren 

In  keeping  with  the  current  exploitation 
trend.  Paramount  has  announced  it  will 
premiere  “Our  Leading  Citizen,”  Bob 
Burns  starrer,  in  the  humorist’s  home  town. 
Van  Buren,  Ark.,  August  6.  A network 
airshow  featuring  Burns,  Joseph  Allen  and 
Susan  Hayward  will  originate  there  in 
conjunction  with  the  premiere.  Plans  are 
being  made  for  Gov.  Carl  Bailey  of  Ar- 
kansas to  host  Governors  Lloyd  Stark  of 
Missouri,  Leon  C.  Phillips  of  Oklahoma 
and  Prentice  Cooper  of  Tennessee,  with 
leading  citizens  of  larger  cities  in  Arkan- 
sas, Missouri,  Oklahoma  and  Tennessee 
also  to  attend. 

M.  A.  Lightman,  owner  of  the  Bob  Burns 
Theatre  in  Van  Buren,  came  to  Hollywood 
to  complete  arrangements  with  Paramount 
officials. 


Independent  RKO  Units 
Announce  Picture  Plans 

Further  plans  of  two  independent  units 
releasing  through  RKO  Radio  have  been 
announced. 

The  Play’s  the  Thing  Productions,  head- 
ed by  Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker, 
will  start  their  first  two  features,  “African 
Intrigue,”  and  “Swiss  Family  Robinson,” 
simultaneously  about  September  1.  Tay 
Garnett  is  set  to  direct  the  first. 

Max  Gordon  and  Harry  Goetz  have  se- 
lected the  MacKenzie  River,  in  Oregon,  as 
the  location  site  for  sequences  in  “Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  starring  Raymond 
Massey,  as  their  initialer  for  RKO  Radio. 
Director  John  Cromwell  will  head  a unit 
pulling  out  for  the  location  August  5. 
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OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

EVERETT  FREEMAN  given  one-picture  writ- 
ing contract. 

—Samuel  Goldvvyn 

LIEUT.  OOMM.  PRANK  WEAD  joins  writing 
staff. 

—Metro 

WALDO  SALT,  writer,  held  for  another  year. 

HUGO  BUTLER  given  new  one-year  writing 
ticket 

FRANK  ORMSTON  joins  scenic  department.  He 
was  formerly  art  director  at  RKO  Radio  and, 
more  recently,  assistant  to  Norman  Bel  Geddes 
at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 

EDWARD  BUZZBLL,  director,  held  for  an- 
other picture.  He  will  pilot  “Go  West,”  next 
Marx  Brothers  vehicle. 

ALBERT  MANNHEIMER,  writer,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

NORA  PERRY  given  term  acting  contract.  She 
debuts  in  “Dancing  Coed.” 

MARY  BETH  HUGHES,  featured  player,  given 
new  term  pact. 

— Monogram 

JOHN  TRENT,  star  of  the  “Tailspin  Tommy” 
series,  held  for  another  year. 

— Paramount 

EDWARD  DMYTRTK  draws  term  directorial 
contract. 

FARCIOT  EDOUART,  head  of  the  transparency 
department,  signs  new  ticket.  He  has  been  with 
the  company  since  1915. 

STUART  WALKER,  associate  producer,  held  for 
another  year. 

— KKO  Radio 

SAM  and  BELLA  SPEWACK  joins  scripting 
staff  to  write  an  original  for  Producer-Director 
Leo  McCarey. 

JACK  HIVELY,  director,  held  for  another  term, 

BERNARD  HERZBRUN  signed  as  art  director 
on  “Meet  Dr.  Christian,”  first  of  a series  starring 
Jean  Hersholt,  to  be  made  by  Stephens-Lang  Pro- 
ductions. 

— Republic 

LIONEL  HOUSER  joins  writing  staff  to  col- 
laborate with  Bernard  Shubert  on  “Headline 
News.” 

ANN  BALDWIN,  from  Broadway  stage,  signs 
termer,  making  debut  in  “Wall  Street  Cowboy,” 
a Roy  Rogers  starrer, 

—Hal  Roach 

RIAN  JAMES,  writer,  held  for  another  term. 
— Selznick  International 

HARRY  STRADLING,  cameraman,  held  for  an- 
other term.  His  next  assignment  is  “Rebecca.” 

— Harry  Sherman 

TITO  GUIZAR  signs  to  appear  in  three  Eng- 
lish-language films. 

— Universal 

PAUL  YAWITZ  signs  scripting  ticket. 

ROY  CHANSLOR  joins  writing  staff. 

—Warner  Bros. 

LOU  BAUM  and  LEE  HUGUNIN,  unit  man- 
agers, draw  new  contracts. 

GEORGE  RAFT  given  long-term  acting  con- 
tract. Next  assignment  is  “The  Patent  Leather 
Kid.”  a remake. 

DONALD  CRISP  and  DENNIS  MORGAN,  ac- 
tons, given  new  contracts.  Crisp  is  en  route  to 
Europe  for  a vacation. 

ROBERT  ROSSEN,  writer,  given  new  term  con- 
tract. 


Delinite  Starting  Time  Is 
Set  by  Harry  Sherman 

Harry  Sherman  has  announced  definite 
starting  schedules  for  his  quota  of  outdoor 
pictures  for  Paramount  release.  Now  in 
work  as  his  first  for  the  new  season  is  the 
Hopalong  Cassidy  western,  “Medicine 
Show.”  Next  will  be  “Knights  of  the 
Range,”  from  a Zane  Grey  story,  being 
scripted  by  Norman  Huston.  This  will  be 
followed  by  “In  Old  Wyoming,”  another 
Cassidy  adventure,  and  “The  Ne’er-Do- 
Well,”  from  Rex  Beach’s  novel. 


Hopkins  Replaces  Davis 

Miriam  Hopkins  has  replaced  Bette  Da- 
vis as  the  cast  topper  in  Warner’s  “All 
This  and  Heaven  Too,”  based  on  the  story 
by  Rachel  Field.  George  Brent  has  the 
male  lead  and  Edmund  Goulding  will  di- 
rect. 


"Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin" 
Set  on  ludelVs  Lineup 

Hollywood’s  acute,  if  not  chronic,  Amer- 
icanization rash  broke  out  in  a new  quarter 
when  Ben  Judell,  head  of  the  recently- 
organized  Producers  Pictures  Corp.,  an- 
nounced that  one  of  the  first  films  on  his 
independent  production  schedule  will  be 
titled  “Hitler — the  Beast  of  Berlin.”  The 
announcement  described  it  as  a “frank  ex- 
pose” of  Nazi  barbarisms  which,  however, 
“will  not  be  classifiable  as  propaganda.” 
Judell  intends  to  produce  it  on  a high- 
budget  scale,  starting  late  this  summer.  So 
far  writers  and  cast  have  not  been  assigned. 

Another  outbreak  of  the  patriotic  pro- 
duction policy  was  registered  at  Metro  with 
the  purchase  of  “The  Man  on  America’s 
Conscience,”  a biography  of  President  An- 
drew Johnson.  It  will  be  shaped  up,  ten- 
tatively, as  a starring  vehicle  for  Lionel 
Barrymore. 


Judell  Gives  Quartet 
Directorial  Contracts 

Moving  toward  completion  of  his  pro- 
duction setup,  Ben  Judell,  president  of 
Producers  Pictures  Corp.,  has  signed  Sher- 
man Scott,  Robert  Tansey,  Peter  Stewart 
and  Victor  Halperin  to  directorial  con- 
tracts, to  function  under  Sig  Neufield,  pro- 
duction chief. 

Scott  will  pilot  “Wanted  for  Murder,” 
detective  melodrama  rolling  July  31;  Tan- 
sey, on  the  same  date,  will  launch  “Texas 
Renegades,”  starring  Tim  McCoy,  and 
“The  Man  From  Oklahoma,”  featuring 
George  Houston,  on  location;  Halperin  will 
wield  the  megaphone  on  “Torture  Ship,” 
based  on  a Jack  London  seas  story;  and 
Stewart  will  be  assigned  exclusively  to 
westerns. 

REVIEW 

FLASHES 

RENEGADE  TRAIL  (Para) — It  is  easy  to  see 
why  the  Hopalong  Cassidy  series  is  rated 
as  topnotch  western  entertainment  . , . 
the  principals  maintain  a standard  of  act- 
ing far  above  the  usual  sagebrush  his- 
trionics. William;  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden  and 
Russell  Hopton  invest  the  proceedings  with 
a convincing  note.  Lesley  Selonder  di- 
rected. 

SHOULD  A GIRL  MARRY?  (Mono) — Blackmail 
is  a subject  that  has  a number  of  intriguing 
possibilities  and  Monogram  makes  the  most 
of  them  in  a sturdy  program  picture.  Sus- 
pense is  carefully  sustained  until  the  cli- 
max. Warren  Hull,  Anne  Nagel,  Mayo 
Methot  and  Weldon  Heyburn  are  featured. 
Lambert  Hillyer  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


SCRIPTERS 


— Leslie  Howard-Walter  Putter 

GEORGE  O’NEIL  to  ”The  Man  Who  Lost  Him- 
.self,”  to  be  made  In  England. 

— Metro 

JOHN  BALDERSTON  to  "I  Had  a Comrade,” 
story  of  Nazi  concentration  camps  by  Viscount 
Casselrosse,  which  Joseph  Mankiewicz  will  pro- 
duce. 

PAUL  OSBORN  teamed  with  CLAUDINE  WEST 
on  “The  Yearling”  for  Producer  Sidney  Franklin. 
— Paramount 

WILLIAM  HURLBUT  to  “Tenderloin,”  which 
will  star  Fred  MacMurray. 

— KKO  Radio 

PAUL  JERRICO  teamed  with  GARSON  KANIN 
on  "Star  Bright,”  which  Kanin  will  direct. 

— Kepublic 

EDWARD  JAMES  teamed  with  JOSEPH  MON- 
CURB MARCH  on  “The  Lady  From  New 
Orleans.” 

LUCI  WARD  to  “Heroes  of  the  Saddle.”  a 
Three  Mesquiteers  western. 

DORRELL  and  STUART  MACGOWAN  to  "When 
the  Moon  Comes  Over  the  Mountain,”  a Gene 
Autry  western. 

LOUIS  STEVENS  to  “Wagons  Westward,”  out- 
door opus  which  will  star  John  Wayne.  Armand 
Schaefer  produces, 

— Selznick  International 

MICHAEL  HOGAN  to  "Rebecca.” 

— 20tli  Century-Fox 

HARRY  TUGBND  to  “Little  Old  New  York.” 
Henry  King  will  direct  for  Producer  Raymond 
Griffith. 

— Universal 

GERTRUDE  PURCELL  and  HENRY  MYERS  to 
"Destry  Rides  Again.” 

EWART  ADAMSON  to  an  untitled  vehicle  for 
Baby  Sandy  Henville.  Charles  Lament  will  direct. 

BRUCE  MANNING  to  "First  Love,”  Deanna 
Durbin  vehicle  which  is  now  in  production. 

— Warner  Bros. 

ROBERT  BUCKNER  to  “Nevada,”  in  which 
Errol  Flynn,  Ann  Sheridan  and  Alan  Hale  will 
feature. 

MAURICE  RAPE  to  “For  Benefit  of  Man- 
kind,” a historical  featurette. 

OWEN  CRUMP  to  “They  Fly  Through  the  Air.” 

WARREN  DUFF  to  “Invisible  Stripes,”  slated 
as  a John  Garfield  starrer. 


Geraghty  Leaves  Republic 
Story  Supervising  Post 

Ending  a five-year  association,  Maurice 
Geraghty  has  resigned  as  story  supervisor 
for  the  Gene  Autry,  Roy  Rogers  and  Three 
Mesquiteers  westerns  at  Republic.  He 
plans  an  extended  vacation  before  lining 
up  a new  position.  At  the  same  time  the 
studio  added  Steve  Auer,  brother  of  Pro- 
ducer-Director John  H.  Auer,  to  its  pro- 
duction staff,  working  under  A1  Wilson. 

Norman  Krasna  has  left  RKO  Radio 
after  six  months  on  the  payroll  as  exe- 
cutive story  advisor.  His  last  chore  was 
to  polish  the  script  of  “Vigil  in  the  Night,” 
slated  to  co-star  Carole  Lombard  and  Brian 
Aherne,  with  George  Stevens  producing 
and  directing. 

Paramount  has  dropped  Elizabeth  Pat- 
terson, Luana  Walters  and  Donald  O’Con- 
nor from  its  list  of  contract  Thespians. 

Expected  to  check  in  next  week  is  Fred 
Storm,  new  publicity-advertising  director 
for  Samuel  Goldwyn.  He  is  spending  a 
week  in  New  York  in  conference  with  Lynn 
Farnol,  United  Artists  advertising  and 
publicity  chieftain,  and  familiarizing  him- 
self generally  with  his  new  duties.  Storm 
was  formerly  Washington  correspondent 
for  the  United  Press. 

Peter  Lorre  has  obtained  a release  from 
his  20th  Century-Fox  acting  contract.  He 
has  been  idle  since  the  studio  shelved  the 
“Mr.  Moto”  series  in  which  Lorre  had 
been  starring, 

Lou  Smith  has  joined  the  Edward  Small 
organization  as  aide  on  general  produc- 
tion details.  For  more  than  a year  Smith 
had  been  a production  associate  of  Prank 
Lloyd,  working  on  Lloyd’s  last  two  pictures 
for  Paramount. 
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Neely  Bill  Progress  Churning 
Varied  Reactions  in  L.  A. 


Los  Angeles — Passage  of  the  Neely  bill, 
banning  block  booking  and  blind  buying, 
by  the  Senate  and  the  possibility  that  it 
will  receive  favorable  consideration  by  the 
House  brought  forth  a variety  of  com- 
ments as  to  its  merit  from  southern  Cali- 
fornia showmen  and  distribution  repre- 
sentatives. The  latter,  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, seemed  generally  to  view  the  bill 
and  its  possible  adoption  with  disfavor, 
while  the  reactions  of  exhibitors  are  more 
or  less  divided. 

Very  much  against  it  is  Jimmy  Edwards, 
head  of  a representative  independent  cir- 
cuit with  more  than  a dozen  houses  in  its 
string.  Edwards  declared  he  is  “com- 
pletely happy  under  the  present  block 
booking  and  blind  buying  system,  and 
couldn’t  possible  afford  a staff  of  bookers 
and  buyers  to  handle  the  pictures  one  at  a 
time,  which  would  be  necessary  under 
the  Neely  bill.” 

Generally  agreed  that  adoption  of  the 
measure  would  place  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition on  a more  highly  competitive 
basis  were  Harry  Rackin,  of  Exhibitors 
Service — a booking  agency — Buck  Wade, 
veteran  salesman  for  Universal,  and  Gene 
O’Keefe,  owner  of  the  Maywood  Theatre 
in  Maywood,  a suburb  of  Los  Angeles. 
Rackin,  who  books  for  25  independent  op- 
erators, pointed  out  that,  in  his  opinion, 
passage  of  the  bill  would  be  advantageous 
for  a great  number  of  exhibitors  in  non- 
competitive spots  who  would  no  longer  find 
it  necessary  to  buy  and  shelve  a large  per- 
centage of  their  yearly  product.  Other- 
wise, in  competitive  locations,  Rackin  feels 
the  exhibitor  would  frequently  find  him- 
self in  the  position  where  he  couldn’t  be 
sure  his  theatre  doors  would  be  open  from 
one  night  to  the  next — chiefly,  Rackin 
opined,  because  he  would  constantly  be 
engaged  in  a fight  with  his  competitors  to 
get  the  best  product,  picture  by  picture, 

Wade  pointed  to  the  increased  selling 
and  bboking  efforts  the  measure  would 
call  for,  declared  it  would  increase  dis- 
tribution expense  tremendously  and  added 
that  it  “would  make  a lot  more  work  for 
exerybody  concerned,  including  the  ex- 
hibitor.” 

Declaring  the  average  showman  as  yet 
“hasn’t  had  the  chance  to  study  the  Neely 
bill’s  ramifications,”  O’Keefe  said  that, 
therefore,  most  operators  are  not  yet 
“prepared  to  make  any  definite  statement,” 
In  general,  however,  he  echoed  the  senti- 
ments of  Rackin  and  Wade. 

Proceeding  along  the  theory  that  “the 
customer  is  always  right,”  Guy  Gunderson, 
salesman  for  United  Artists,  declared  that 
“if  the  exhibitors  want  it,  that  will  be  all 
right  with  me.”  He  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  legislation,  if  adopted,  will  help 
the  fight  against  double  bills,  making  for 
better  product  and  relieving  one  of  the 
industry’s  major  evils. 

In  accordance  with  national  Allied’s 
stand,  Seth  Perkins,  president  of  the  local 
chapter,  declared  he  and  the  local  organ- 
ization are  behind  the  Neely  bill  100  per 
cent. 

In  the  absence  of  Robert  Poole,  execu- 
tive secretary,  and  Al  Galston,  president 


of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.,  that  exhibitor  body  has 
so  far  withheld  any  comment  as  to  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  Neely  proposal. 
Both  Poole  and  Galston  are  on  vacation. 

Likewise  silent  are  Fox  West  Coast  of- 
ficials, as  President  Charles  Skouras  is  out 
of  town  and  his  subordinates  have  not 
deemed  it  advisable  to  issue  any  statement 
reflecting  the  circuit’s  policy  in  his  ab- 
sence. 

Allied  "Pep"  Meeting 
Is  Set  for  Monday 

Los  Angeles — Officers  and  members  of 
Allied  States  decided,  at  a preliminary 
membership  meeting,  to  hold  their  long- 
delayed  “pep”  session  at  the  Mona  Lisa 
Restaurant  on  Wilshire  Blvd.  on  July  24, 
signalizing  the  opening  of  its  membership 
drive.  Invitations  have  been  mailed  out 
to  all  independent  showmen  in  the  terri- 
tory, regardless  of  whether  they  may  be 
affiliated  with  some  other  organization. 

The  meeting  was  originally  scheduled  to 
be  held  at  Allied’s  headquarters  along  Film- 
row.  Under  the  guidance  of  President  Seth 
Perkins,  Allied’s  support  of  the  Neely  bill 
and  its  viewpoint  in  rejecting  the  proposed 
exhibitor-distributor  trade-practice  agree- 
ment will  be  explained  to  the  guests.  James 
C.  Quinn,  executive  secretary,  will  describe 
happenings  at  the  recent  national  Allied 
convention  in  Minneapolis,  to  which  he  was 
a delegate. 

Details  of  the  affair  were  settled  at  a 
meeting  attended  by  Jules  Wolf,  Lou  Bard, 
Chester  Black.  Mac  Sinift,  Fred  Hershon, 
President  Perkins  and  Quinn. 


Frisco  and  Oakland  FWC 
Houses  Drop  Prices 

Los  Angeles — On  the  grounds  that  avail- 
able product  for  summer  booking  “is  not 
of  top  quality,”  Arch  M.  Bowles,  northern 
California  division  manager  for  Fox  West 
Coast,  has  slashed  admission  prices  in  FWC 
first-run  theatres  in  San  Francisco  and 
Oakland  from  55  to  40  cents  after  nearly 
two  years  at  the  higher  scale.  Notice  of 
the  cut  was  accompanied  by  a statement 
from  Bowles  declaring  the  55-cent  level 
will  be  restored  late  in  the  fall. 

The  drop  will  not  affect  the  55-cent  first- 
run  scale  here,  local  FWC  executives  main- 
tained. However,  hot- weather  tariffs  have 
been  instituted  at  the  Fox,  first-run  in 
San  Bernardino,  which  has  lowered  to  40, 
35  and  25  cents  from  a former  scale  of  55, 
40  and  35  cents.  Further,  the  new  DeAnza 
Theatre  in  Riverside,  operated  by  Roy 
Hunt  in  partnership  with  FWC  as  first- 
run  in  that  city,  has  changed  over  to  sec- 
ond-run with  the  price  scale  cut  from  40 
to  25  cents.  The  Riverside  Theatre  re- 
places it  as  first-run  at  40  cents. 


California  Escapes 
Legislative  Woes 

Los  Angeles — Motion  picture  exhibition 
in  California  will  not  have  to  add  the 
shackles  of  new  legislation  to  its  other 
woes  during  the  new  season,  as  a number 
of  measures,  designed  directly  or  indirectly 
to  affect  theatre  operation,  were  either 
defeated  outright  or  successfully  pigeon- 
holed in  the  state  legislature. 

Among  the  proposed  bills,  those  who  have 
made  a close  study  of  the  legislative  ses- 
sion at  Sacramento  considered  four  of  the 
greatest  potential  significance: 

1.  A suggested  new  admission  tax,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  federal  levy,  which  would  add 
five  cents  to  every  50  cents  after  the  first 
50  cents  charged  at  all  theatres,  sports 
events  and  other  public  amusements.  This 
was  tabled  by  the  assembly  tax  committee 
after  pressure  had  been  applied  by  repre- 
sentatives of  leading  amusement  enter- 
prises, including  higher-priced  theatres  and 
theatre  chains. 

2.  A proposed  tax  on  chain  stores,  de- 
signed to  include  theatre  circuits  number- 
ing six  or  more  houses.  Representatives  of 
Fox  West  Coast  and  its  subsidiaries,  num- 
bering more  than  200  theatres,  as  well  as 
numerous  independent  chains,  battled  to 
defeat  the  measure  on  the  groimds  it  would 
be  ruinous. 

3.  A proposal  to  legalize  dog-racing  in 
the  state  and  to  establish  for  it  a pari- 
mutuel system  of  betting.  Collaborating 
with  civic  and  educational  leaders,  FWC 
and  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.  urged  assembly  leaders  to 
kill  the  measure  as  being  detrimental  to 
the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth  and  one 
which  would  wreak  havoc  not  only  upon  the 
theatre  business,  but  upon  all  commercial 
enterprise.  This  was  tabled  in  committee. 

4.  A bill  sponsored  by  the  Parent-Teach- 
ers Ass’n  calling  for  the  allotment  of  from 
$10,000  to  $50,000  for  the  purchase  of  mo- 
tion picture  projection  equipment  for  use 
in  school  recreational  centers  and  the  cre- 
ation of  the  office  of  state  director  of  visual 
education.  Although  PTA  leaders  assert- 
ed the  measure  was  not  intended  in  any 
way  to  compete  with  theatre  exhibition, 
the  assembly  voted  down  the  proposal  when 
leading  showmen  contended  the  screening 
of  pictures  at  public  playgrounds,  either 
free  or  for  a nominal  admission  charge, 
would  be  unfairly  competitive. 

The  assembly,  additionally,  was  flooded 
with  other  minor  legislative  proposals. 


900-Seat  Deluxer  Planned 
By  FWC  Near  Sawtelle 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast  will  erect 
a new  900-seat  de  luxe  house  on  a block 
of  land  acquired  on  Pico  Blvd.,  near  Saw- 
telle, having  just  acquired  title  to  the  prop- 
erty. Architect  S.  Charles  Lee  is  now 
drawing  up  plans  for  the  theatre,  which 
will  cost  approximately  $100,000.  Construc- 
tion will  be  started  within  a month. 

Additionally,  FWC  has  broken  ground 
for  the  construction  of  a new  1,100-seat 
house  in  Inglewood,  to  be  operated  in  as- 
sociation with  United  Artists  Theatres  on 
a first-run  policy.  Cost  is  $140,000. 
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J^EAN  HYSKELL,  Fox  West  Coast  adver- 
tising executive,  and  wife  are  vacation- 
ing at  Yosemite  for  two  weeks  . . . Dick  Le- 
mucchi,  in  from  Arvin,  declares  he  will 
immediately  rebuild  his  Arvin  Theatre, 
which  burned  to  the  ground  recently  . . . 
Fred  Young,  of  Wagner  Marquee  Letters, 
was  initiated  as  a first-degree  Mason  . . . 
Ned  Calvi,  of  the  Rex  and  Plaza,  Haw- 
thorne, lunched  with  Jack  Brower,  Warner 
exchange  manager  . . . Another  luncheon 
twosome  was  Manny  Feldstein  and  Paul 
Dietrich,  of  the  Oxnard  Theatre  Corp.  . . . 
Jack  Dunn,  former  Grand  National  sales- 
man, now  is  booking  for  the  theatre  opera- 
ted by  the  Montecito  Country  Club  in 
Santa  Barbara. 

In  for  product:  John  Drew,  Temple  The- 
atre, Glendale;  George  {Daddy ) Hines  of 
the  Ambassador;  Jimmy  Rackin,  booking 
for  25  houses  for  Exhibitors  Service;  Simon 
Lazarus,  Princess  and  Century  theatres; 
Pete  Simons,  Virginia  Theatre,  Bakers- 
field. 

Willard  Osborne,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Himtington  Park  Theatre  in  Huntington 
Park,  has  returned  to  his  duties  after  a 
vacation  in  Phoenix  . . . Coast  Pictures 
have  acquired  “Wild  Innocence,”  story  of 
a young  kangaroo  filmed  in  Australia,  for 
distribution  here,  according  to  President 
Sam  Nathanson  . . . Booking  visitors  in- 
cluded L.  C.  Meyer,  Colton  Theatre,  Col- 
ton; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  Seligman,  of 
the  Dorkel. 

Warner’s  Japanese  sales  manager,  Mike 
Shathin,  spent  a few  days  at  the  studio 
mapping  plans  for  handling  a number  of 
forthcoming  pictures  in  his  territory  be- 
fore sailing  back  to  his  headquarters.  He 
spent  some  time  in  New  York  conferring 
with  S.  E.  Morris  and  Joseph  Hummel, 
company  sales  executives  ...  W.  H.  Wil- 
liams. of  the  Ray  Theatre,  Tonkawa,  Okla., 
and  J.  L.  Woods,  Crossett,  Ark.,  exhibitor, 
were  guests  at  the  Warner  studio. 

Employes  of  the  Warner  Tlieatres,  the 
local  Warner  exchange  and  Station  KFWB 
are  cleaning  up  their  golf  clubs  in  antici- 
pation of  the  annual  tournament,  sched- 
uled to  be  played  July  26  at  the  Brent- 
wood Country  Club  . . , Bernie  Wolf,  South- 
ern Poster  Co.  manager,  is  vacationing  in 
the  High  Sierras,  accompanied  by  his  two 
sons,  David  and  Buddy.  Bernie  packed  in 
himself  and  is  acting  as  official  guide, 
scout  and  cook  for  the  party. 

Mel  Levinson  of  Metro  Premium  picked 
up  the  checks  when  he  lunched  with  M. 
R.  Kirsten  of  the  Whittier  Blvd.  Theatre, 
which  was  a distinct  shock  to  all  concerned 
...  A recent  trek  to  Laguna  Beach  is 
finding  Ida  Schreiber,  secretary  at  the 
ITO  office,  nursing  a crop  of  fever  blisters 
. . . Local  experts  are  relaying  favorable 
reports  concerning  the  new  marble  game 
just  installed  in  the  Film  Cafe. 

Passing  by;  Ed  McGuire  of  Breck  Pho- 
tcplay  Supply,  having  his  car  checked  over 
at  a local  service  station  after  letting 


his  wife  drive  it  . . . Eddie  Cruea,  Grand 
National  booker  and  shipping  clerk,  laid 
up  with  an  infected  arm  and  shoulder 
. . . Joe  Stout,  Republic  salesman,  wearing 
I he  latest  in  blinker  sunglasses. 

Booking:  Art  Brick,  New  Palace  Thea- 
tre, Las  Vegas;  Koby  Wartman  of  the  De- 
Luxe;  Leon  Levy,  Wiltern;  Bob  Whitson, 
Whitson-Lewis  circuit;  J.  E.  (Judy)  Poyn- 
ter,  San  Clemente,  San  Clemente;  Bob 
Tengberg,  Majestic,  Santa  Monica;  C.  O. 
Davis,  Beaumont,  Beaumont;  Manny  Hoff- 
man of  the  Arvin,  Carmen  and  Lux. 


En  route  back  to  his  New  Zealand  home, 
Mike  Moodabe,  partner  with  20th  Century- 
Fox  in  60  theatres  “down  under,”  stopped 
off  for  a short  visit  at  the  local  company 
exchange.  He  has  been  in  New  York  con- 
ferring with  Fox  executives  there  ...  A 
bachelor,  but  not  by  choice,  is  Francis 
Bateman,  Republic  exchange  manager, 
whose  wife  and  daughter  are  taking  in  the 
San  Francisco  Fair  and  Yosemite  Park. 


C.  T.  Lynch,  Metro  manager,  pulled  out 
for  Phoenix  and  Tucson  on  business  . . . 
Dode  Samuels,  RKO  Radio  salesman,  also 
headed  for  Arizona  on  a selling  jaunt  . . . 
That  new  car  along  the  Row  belongs  to 
Dave  Nathanson  of  Coast  Pictures  . . . Of- 
fices of  Tri-National  have  been  moved  by 
E.  I.  Chadwick  into  the  Majestic  exchange, 
upstairs  . . . The  fifth  birthday  of  Mickey 
and  Skippy,  his  tvnn  daughters,  was  the 
occasion  for  a party  tossed  by  Claude 
Spaeth,  manager  of  the  Congress  . . . Buck 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
"Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1968  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


Wade,  Universal  salesman,  returned  from 
a trip  to  Bakersfield. 

Visitors  at  the  Warner  studio  were  Harry 
Mandel,  of  the  RKO  circuit.  New  York,  and 
Joe  Koehler,  who  runs  a theatre  in  Twin 
Falls,  Ida.  Koehler  also  is  mayor  of  the 
town  . . . Jim  Schiller,  Metro’s  exploita- 
tion man,  has  returned  from  San  Fran- 
cisco . . . Dave  Robbins  came  in  to  book 
for  his  brother,  Ray,  of  the  Variety  The- 
atre . . . A1  Tarsis,  Universal  poster  boy, 
back  from  his  vacation  and  $125  ahead 
after  a winning  streak  at  the  racetrack 
. . . Hi  Peskay’s  Majestic  Pictures  has 
booked  “Ecstasy”  into  Lou  Berkhoff’s 
Cinema  Theatre. 

En  route  to  Alaska  for  an  extended  va- 
cation, Nate  Salmon,  of  the  Lansic  Theatre, 
Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  stopped  along  the  Row 
for  a brief  visit  . . . Lew  Clarke,  chief  of 
operations  for  Fox  West  Coast  in  Ocean 
Park  and  Santa  Monica,  is  winning  a battle 
against  pneumonia  . . . Eddie  Jared,  cash- 
ier at  Interstate’s  Hollywood  Theatre,  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  is  holidaying  here. 

Matters  pertaining  to  theatre  operation 
brought  Harold  Robb  and  Ed  Rowley,  heads 
of  the  Robb-Rowley  circuit  of  Texas,  in 
for  conferences  with  Lou  Anger,  United 
Artists  Theatre  executive.  Most  of  the 
R&R  houses  are  operated  in  association 
with  UA  . . . A1  O’Keefe,  Universal’s  west- 
ern district  manager,  is  off  on  a trip 
through  his  territory  . . . Clarence  Mullen 
has  returned  from  a vacation  in  Minne- 
sota. He  operates  the  World  Theatre  here. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  RafoH 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

=======  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  == 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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gIG  EVENT  of  the  week  will  be  the  open- 
ing of  the  Show  Box,  the  newest  of 
cabaret  spots  built  by  Mike  Lyons,  owner 
of  the  present  Music  Hall  entertainment 
parlor.  Situated  in  the  heart  of  the  down- 
town district,  the  Show  Box  has  seating 
capacity  for  1,600.  A special  built  booth 
houses  16mm  projectors,  while  the  screen 
for  same  operates  electrically  allowing  it 
to  disappear  from  view  when  not  in  use. 
Policy  will  be  floor  show  of  regular  vaude- 
ville acts,  band,  organ  music,  and  the 
showing  of  16mm  films.  Five  bars  will  at- 
tend to  the  customers  wants  as  to  liquid 
refreshments,  while  in  the  basement  will 
be  a cafe  catering  with  Chinese  dishes  for 
the  hungry.  Bjarne  Moe,  noted  theatrical 
architect,  was  the  designer  of  the  Show 
Box.  Although  the  Music  Hall  is  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  new  spot,  Lyons 
wall  keep  both  places  operating. 

Seattle,  Tacoma  and  Spokane  are  all 
now  very  busy  getting  ready  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Washington  Golden  Jubilee. 
Tacoma  will  be  the  center  of  all  state  ac- 
tivities with  their  big  doings.  Seattle  will 
celebrate  with  a big  Potlatch  and  Fleet 
Week  with  historic  events  being  enacted 
by  local  thespians,  some  2,000  m number. 
Spokane  will  stage  one  of  the  largest  cele- 
brations in  its  history.  In  all,  this  end  of 
the  great  Northwest  will  be  in  a very  fes- 
tive mood  from  now  until  the  end  of  July 
with  all  theatres  cooperating  and  antici- 
pating good  business  reaction. 

Largest  meeting  in  the  state  this  past 
week  was  the  38th  annual  convention  of 
the  Washington  State  Federation  of  Labor 
held  in  Centralia.  Over  2,000  members  at- 
tended with  the  twin  city  of  Chehalis 
helping  out  with  accommodations.  Daily 
meetings  were  held  in  the  Fox  Theatre  in 
Centralia.  One  of  the  first  items  of  busi- 
ness to  be  brought  on  the  floor  was  the 
plan  to  ask  restoration  of  the  Federal 
Project.  Another  important  subject  was 
the  amending  of  the  Washington  state 
blue  laws,  which  the  Seattle  prosecutor 
threatened  to  enforce  recently.  These  laws 
would  have  stopped  Sunday  racing,  base- 
ball and  caused  all  theatres  to  cease  opera- 
tion on  Sundays. 

Exchange  managers  and  exhibitors  who 
realize  the  seriousness  of  the  threatened 
two  per  cent  film  tax  that  the  state  is 
trying  to  impose,  are  awaiting  anxiously 
the  outcome  of  the  measure.  July  15  was 
the  deadline,  or  rather,  after  that  date 
the  tax  collectors  are  supposed  to  start 
carrying  out  the  law.  Meetings  are  still 
being  held  between  the  state’s  attorneys 
and  Jim  Hone,  secretary  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Theatre  Oumers,  but  nothing  defi- 
nite has  been  agreed  upo7i  so  far. 

The  Century  Theatre  opened  this  week, 
very  quietly  and  unobtrusively  with  the 
showing  of  the  French  film.  “Ballerina.” 
Charles  E.  Barnes  and  Jack  Shallow  jr., 
operators  of  the  Century,  after  the  “cold” 
opening,  are  now  convinced  that  they  have 
something  that  Seattle  wants,  a con- 
veniently located  playhouse  in  which  the 
best  foreign  films  can  be  shown  at  low 
admission  prices.  First  plans  were  to  open 
the  theatre  three  days  a week,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  but  after  the 


opening  day  the  attendance  proved  so 
successful  that  the  house  carried  “Balle- 
rina” for  the  full  week,  and  will  operate 
on  that  basis  in  the  future. 

The  Longacres  racetrack  is  proving  a 
little  competition  for  the  show  shops  with 
the  running  of  Twilight  Racing  in  mid- 
week. Races  start  at  four-thirty  and  run 
until  sundown  which  is  not  ’til  eight 
o’clock.  Now  dinners  are  being  served  in 
the  clubhouse  which  adds  that  much  more 
grief. 

Hero  of  the  week  was  Joe  Danz,  owner 
of  the  Embassy  Theatre.  Joe  was  leaving 
his  theatre  and  passing  by  an  alley  heard 
screams.  To  the  rescue  he  went  and  found 
a man  attempting  to  molest  two  young 
girls.  Joe  got  into  action  quickly  but  the 
man  broke  loose  and  fled.  Tlie  police  de- 
partment complimented  Joe,  as  did  the 
parents  of  the  children,  and  the  whole 
town  was  told  about  it  via  the  front  pages 
in  the  dailies. 

Gene  Dennis,  the  rioted  psychic,  and 
the  wife  of  J.  von  Herberg  of  the  Jensen- 
von  Herberg  Theatres,  is  still  keeping  in 
practice  at  her  old  profession.  Gene  will 
lend  her  talents  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Children’s  Orthopedic  Hospital  in  the  near 
future  . . . Filmrow  looked  deserted  for  a 
couple  of  days  this  week  wheji  the  gang 
went  to  Omak  to  attend  the  opening  of 
Charlie  Grieme’s  new  house,  the  Omak. 
Among  those  attending  were  Eddie  Lamb, 
Lloyd  Lamb,  Louie  Goldsmith,  Al  Gold- 
stein, Danny  Matin,  Neal  Walton,  Cy 
Young,  L.  J.  McGinley,  Morrie  Saffle,  Roy 
Peacock,  George  Groves  and  dozens  of 
others. 

A surprise  visitor  this  week,  and  a very 
secretive  one,  was  the  petite  film  star, 
Marjorie  Weaver.  The  big  reason  for  the 
visit  was  the  heart  throb.  Naval  Lieut. 


A Paramount  Guest — 

Among  recent  visitors  to  the  Para- 
mount World  Fair  headquarters  in 
New  York  was  Harry  Nace,  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  exhibitor. 


Kenneth  Schacht  (rumors  have  had  it  that 
the  couple  were  married  18  months  ago 
in  Goshen,  Ind.) , but  Marjorie  did  say  they 
would  be  married  “in  a few  years”  at  the 
home  of  Schacht’s  mother  in  Burlington, 
Wash. 

Frank  Letts  of  Spokane,  who  has  been 
ailing  for  some  time,  passed  away.  Frank 
is  a nephew  of  Cy  Young  of  Warner  Bros. 
. . . Roy  Cooper,  of  the  Golden  State  The- 
atres in  San  Francisco,  will  be  a Seattle 
visitor  about  July  28  for  a week’s  stay. 
Roy  and  his  wife,  Adelaide,  will  motor  up 
and  with  them  will  be  Bob  Lippert,  pub- 
lisher of  the  “Movi-News”  theatre  pro- 
grams. 

W.  B.  McDonald  announces  that  he  has 
entered  his  cruiser,  the  Saranac,  in  the 
annual  cruiser  races.  This  race  is  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world  and  over 
125  boats  enter  each  year.  This  year  the 
race  starts  at  Everett,  and  winds  up  at 
the  usual  destination,  Nanaimo,  British 
Columbia.  As  usual  he  will  take  along  some 
of  the  film  boys  as  crew-mates  and  to  make 
sure  that  nothing  is  missing  on  the  trip, 
Al  Oxtoby  will  be  in  from  San  Francisco 
to  go  along. 

J.  T.  Sheffield,  after  looking  over  his 
Republic  Pictures  new  offices,  took  a.  plane 
for  Chicago  and  Detroit  where  he  will  pick 
up  a new  Cadillac  car  and  drive  on  to  New 
York  for  a meeting  with  Republic  execu- 
tives. He  will  drive  back  home  via  Den- 
ver, Salt  Lake  and  Butte  where  he  will 
give  his  offices  there  the  O.  O.  . . . Bill 
Englen  of  Grand  National  has  been  taken 
home  from  the  hospital  but  must  remain 
on  his  back  for  at  least  another  six  weeks. 
Heart  attack  was  the  cause  . . . E.  W. 
Groesbeck  of  the  Avalon  Theatre  in  Enum- 
claiD  is  redecorating  his  theatre  and  laying 
7iew  carpet.  Mickey  Carney  is  manager  of 
the  house. 

Al  Rosenberg  has  left  for  California  for 
a four-week  rest.  Al  is  division  manager 
for  Fox  Evergreen  in  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington with  the  exception  of  Seattle  . . . 
Eddie  Hudson,  head  of  General  Film  ex- 
changes in  the  Northwest,  flew  in  from 
Portland  for  a day  to  meet  with  his  repre- 
sentative from  Vancouver,  B.  C.  . . . 
Neal  Walton  off  to  Yakima  to  meet  with 
Senior  Mercy  who  has  just  returned  from 
California  with  his  wife. 

R.  Peacock  of  the  Dream  Theatre  in 
town  to  see  Mrs.  Peacock  off  for  Fairbanks, 
Alaska,  where  she  will  visit  her  son  who 
operates  a theatre  there  for  Captain  La- 
throp  . . . Ted  Barber  here  for  a weekend 
visiting  John  Hamrick.  Ted  was  formerly 
assistant  to  Mr.  Hamrick  but  now  is  in  the 
bond  business  in  Los  Angeles  . . . George 
Smith,  district  manager  for  Paramount,  in 
for  a feiv  days  working  with  Morrie  Segel, 
local  branch  mayiager. 

Mrs.  J.  T.  Sheffield  and  her  daughters, 
Margaret  and  Mary,  back  from  the  trip 
to  Honolulu  and  telling  of  a grand  time 
. . . Les  Abbott,  representing  Motiograph, 
here  from  Chicago  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  V. 
Higgins  here  for  a visit  with  the  Pete 
Higginses.  They  will  leave  for  Los  Angeles 
taking  with  them  Pete’s  daughter,  Alice 
Jean. 
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^^LLIAM  MENAGH,  66,  retired  theatre 
owner,  died  at  his  home  in  Boulder, 
Colo.,  following  a long  illness.  He  operated 
several  theatres  in  Denver  following  the 
World  War,  later  establishing  a chain  of 
theatres  in  Greeley,  Longmont  and  Boul- 
der, all  in  Colorado.  Surviving  are  a son, 
Eldon,  who  operates  a theatre  at  Ft.  Lup- 
ton,  Colo.;  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Reva 
Kelly  of  Los  Angeles,  Mrs.  Thelma  Graves 
of  Albuquerque,  N.  M.,  and  Mrs.  Hazel 
Scott  of  Loveland,  Colo.;  four  brothers, 
John  of  Denver,  George,  Samuel  and  Alex- 
ander Menagh,  all  of  Chicago,  and  three 
sisters.  Miss  Margaret  Menagh,  Mrs.  Isa- 
belle Baird  and  Mrs.  Agnes  Ritchie,  all  of 
Chicago.  One  of  his  sons-in-law,  Claude 
Graves,  operates  a theatre  in  Albuquerque. 
Funeral  services  and  burial  were  in  Den- 
ver. 

Everett  Cole,  mayor  of  Alamosa,  Colo., 
and  operator  of  theatres  and  dance  halls 
there,  has  dropped  his  suit  against  the 
service  tax  of  two  per  cent  on  amusements. 
He  decided  to  drop  the  case  when  the  state 
supreme  court  declared  the  law  constitu- 
tional when  ruling  on  another  case.  Cole 
appeared  at  the  office  of  the  state  treas- 
urer with  a check  for  $3,418.78,  which  was 
the  full  amount  of  the  tax  from  the  time 
the  law  went  into  effect.  May,  1937. 

The  Midwest  Theatre  at  Midwest,  Wyo., 
has  been  added  to  the  string  of  houses 
operated  by  the  Gibralter  Enterprises,  Inc. 
The  house  will  be  operated  by  the  Ed 
Schulte  group  through  Casper,  Wyo.  The 
house  is  now  closed  for  repaii'S,  the  audi- 
torium being  completely  done  over,  a new 
ventilating  system  added,  new  seats,  car- 
pets, etc.,  close  to  $5,200  being  spent.  The 
house,  seating  448,  will  make  38  houses 
under  the  management  of  Gibralter,  of 
which  Chas.  Gilmour  is  president  and  gen- 
eral manager. 

In  the  openings  and  closings  hy  Fox  the 
Kit  Carson  at  La  Junta,  Colo.,  is  closed  for 
a time;  the  Rialto  at  Walsenburg,  Colo., 
is  reopened  for  two  days  a week,  the  Del 
Rio,  Las  Vegas,  N.  M.,  three  days  a.  week, 
and  the  Coronado  also  at  Las  Vegas,  now 
runs  six  days  weekly,  closing  on  Tuesday. 

The  WEM  Amusement  Co.  is  opening  a 
new  theatre  at  the  Green  Mountain  dam, 
a government  project.  The  house  will  be 
called  the  Green  Mountain  . . . Remodel- 
ing of  the  RKO  exchange  is  being  planned 
. . . Vaudeville  is  being  used  three  days  a 
week  at  the  New  Victory  Theatre. 

Dave  Cockrill  called  a lot  of  attention 
to  “The  Grade  Allen  Murder  Case”  when 
he  had  the  name  of  the  theatre,  the  Den- 
ham, and  the  date,  printed  upside  down. 
The  effect  was  rather  startling,  with  the 
rest  of  the  window  card  upside  down  in 
the  window  in  order  to  get  the  date  so 
one  could  read  it  readily.  Cockrill  says 
more  than  1,000  called  up  to  report  that 
the  cards  were  wrong. 

J.  C.  Parker,  Dalhart,  Tex  , has  bought 
the  Cover  and  U.S.A.  theatres  at  Fort  Mor- 
gan, Colo.,  from  John  Anderson,  a long- 
time theatre  operator.  Anderson  formerly 
sold  the  houses  to  Edwin  Bluck  and  went 
to  California  to  retire,  but  the  lure  of  the 
theatre  business  added  to  his  desire  to 
get  back  to  Colorado  was  too  much  and 


he  bought  the  houses  back.  Parker  also 
operates  at  Dalhart. 

J.  B.  Melton,  owner  of  the  two  Victory 
theatres  here,  was  in  Denver  from  his 
Florida  plantation,  conferring  with  Larry 
Starsmore,  manager  of  Westland  Theatres, 
which  company  operates  the  houses  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Schulte  of  Casper,  Wyo., 
are  spending  six  weeks  on  the  west  coast, 
visiting  the  Fair  and  other  spots. 

Chas.  Gilmour  reports  his  hand,  which 
was  badly  infected  following  a cut  received 
as  a train  lurched  aroimd  a mountain 
curve,  is  slowly  improving  . . . Tom  Mur- 
phy of  Raton,  N.  M.,  is  building  a new 
home  . . . Wm.  Ostenberg  of  Scottsbluff, 
Neb.,  has  come  down  to  Colorado  and  will 
spend  the  rest  of  the  summer  at  his  home 
in  Evergreen,  near  here. 

Leo  McNamara  has  gone  to  Manzanola, 
Colo.,  where  he  will  manage  the  Manza- 
nola Theatre  for  Mrs.  Pearl  Gayton. 


Taylor  Closes  in  Ferndale: 
Opens  Monte  Rio  House 

San  Francisco — G.  W.  Taylor  has  closed 
the  Hart  Theatre  in  Ferndale,  Cal.,  and 
has  opened  the  Monte  Rio  Theatre  in 
Monte  Rio,  a summer  resort  town  on  Rus- 
sian River. 


Rosener  Has  "Challenge” 

San  Francisco — The  Herbert  Rosener 
Co.,  with  offices  in  Los  Angeles,  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Portland  will  handle  distribu- 
tion in  the  western  states  for  “The  Chal- 
lenge,” English  film.  The  premiere  will 
take  place  in  the  Esquire  Theatre  in  Hol- 
lywood soon. 


Remodel  at  San  Jose 

San  Jose — The  San  Jose  Amusement  Co. 
is  remodeling  the  Jose  Theatre  here  under 
the  direct  supervision  of  A.  A.  Cantin, 
theatrical  architect.  The  renovated  house 
will  boast  an  enlarged  balcony,  revised 
lobby,  foyer  and  rest  rooms. 


Blumenfeld  Remodels 

San  Francisco — Blumenfeld  circuit’s 
American  Theatre  in  Oakland  has  closed 
for  remodeling.  The  renovated  house  will 
reopen  with  Warner  first  rims. 


Porterville  Change 

Porterville,  Cal. — ^Porterville’s  Crystal 
Theatre  was  sold  to  the  Principle  Tlie- 
atres,  Inc.,  by  the  Connelly  Bros.  Amuse- 
ments. 


C.  A.  Anderson 

San  Francisco — C.  A.  Anderson  of  Wal- 
ter Preddy  & Co.  is  dead  here.  He  worked 
in  the  industry  many  years  before  be- 
coming Walter  Preddy’s  bookkeeper. 


Ben  Harvey  Dies  at  Walnut  Grove 

Walnut  Grove,  Cal. — Friends  are 
mourning  Ben  Harvey  of  the  Grove  The- 
atre, who  died  here  last  week. 


SAILT  ILAKIE 

■pHE  105  degrees  here  lately  is  making  the 

air-conditioned  exchanges  of  Metro,  RKO 
and  20th-Fox  popular  stations  for  visiting 
exhibitors. 

Back  from  sales  trips:  Universal’s  Mat 
Aparto-n;  Manager  F.  E.  Smith,  Paramount, 
from  Montana;  Manager  E.  W.  Wilson, 
GN,  from  Idaho. 

C.  M.  Stringham,  formerly  with  the 
Colonial  Theatre  at  Ogden,  is  opening  the 
Iris  at  Midvale  . . . J.  T.  Sheffield  of  the 
Sheffield-Republic  exchange,  is  spending 
two  weeks  in  New  York. 

Into  the  territory:  Branch  Manager  G.  S. 
Pinnell  of  Republic  in  Idaho;  Paul  Mc- 
Elhinney  in  Wyoming;  H.  C.  Fuller,  RKO; 
Tony  Hartford,  UA  sales  manager,  in  Ida- 
ho; James  R.  Keitz,  Mercury  chief,  to 
Denver;  Sam  Gardner,  M-G-M  sales  man- 
ager; Rick  Ricketson,  FWC  division  man- 
ager, to  Idaho  and  Montana.  Manager 
Bill  Seib,  Columbia,  into  Montana. 

Tile  Fox  annual  managers’  convention 
will  be  held  in  Denver  August  16-18.  Spyros 
Skouras,  head  of  National  Theatres,  is  ex- 
pected to  attend  . . . Harold  Jones,  city 
manager  at  Nampa,  Ida.,  has  postponed 
his  fishing  trip  until  August  1. 

Edythe  Rule  of  the  Fox  West  Coast 
theatre  personnel,  after  a three-month 
confinement  in  a Great  Falls  hospital,  -now 
is  convalescing  in  that  city. 

Dick  Dickson  of  FWC  expects  the  new 
Town  Theatre  at  Great  Falls  will  be  ready 
to  open  by  August  6 . . . M.  F.  Harris, 
Evanston,  Wyo.,  exhibitor,  was  a Filmrow 
visitor. 

The  Victory  Theatre  has  been  closed  for 
the  remainder  of  the  summer.  Personnel 
of  the  house  ivas  transferred  to  the  re- 
opened Capitol. 

Vacationists:  Marjorie  Meija,  Helen 
Chamberlain,  Eva  Hanson,  all  of  RKO,  to 
the  west  coast;  Lee  Scott,  National  The- 
atre Supply  branch  manager,  and  Clare 
Burdette,  Paramount,  with  their  wives,  on 
the  coast;  Tom  Berta,  Rock  Springs,  and 
Bill  Steege,  Great  Palls,  to  Canada  and 
the  New  York  Fair;  Arnie  Eichenlaub,  city 
manager,  Missoula,  Mont.  Columbia  Booker 
Walt  Sterzer  is  back  from  a Yellowstone 
vacation. 

Oakland's  New  Hopkins 
House  Has  Gala  Debut 

Oakland — A Hollywood  style  opening  at- 
tended by  most  of  Filmrow  was  held  in 
the  newly  opened  New  Hopkins  here. 
Event  was  engineered  by  Rene  La  Marre 
for  the  Goldsmith  interests.  Sally  Rand, 
Allan  Hale  and  many  other  celebrities  were 
featured  in  the  ceremonies. 

Radio  spot  announcements  and  24  sheets 
heralded  the  affair  throughout  town. 


70,000  See  "Chips"  in  4 Weeks 

San  Prancisco^ — The  St.  Francis  Theatre 
here  is  advertising  that  70,000  people  have 
seen  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  during  its 
four-week  run  here  so  far. 
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TIM  RILEY  of  Pacific  Coast  Theatrical 
^ Supply  Co.  here  reports  that  business  is 
ahead  of  last  year  and  gaining  rapidly. 
United  Theatres  of  California,  which  in- 
clude Golden  State,  T&D  and  San  Fran- 
cisco’s Theatres,  Inc.,  chain  offices  are  un- 
dergoing changes,  placing  the  telephone 
and  information  desks  in  the  space  for- 
merly used  to  office  a local  insurance  com- 
pany. 

With  Jack  Redmond  receiving  a.  contract 
from  A.  C.  Karski,  owner  of  the  New 
Laurel,  to  manage  the  new  Oakland  house, 
the  local  Golden  State  hcnises  underwent 
a slight  change.  R.  A.  Syvertsen  of  the 
Parkside  was  shifted  to  the  larger  house, 
the  Irving,  to  take  Redmond’s  place.  L.  R. 
Emmick  was  transferred  to  the  Parkside 
from  the  Midtown.  And  Matt  Freed,  for- 
merly manager  of  the  Tajunga  Theatre 
in  Tajunga.  Cal.,  was  made  manager  of  the 
Amazon  to  replace  Emmick. 

H.  Bradley  Fish,  local  Grand  National 
manager,  hosted  Morris  Safier,  Grand  Na- 
tional’s western  sales  manager,  while  he 
was  here.  Safier  left  for  Denver  after  his 
inspectional  visit.  This  might  seem  to  be 
the  prevue  to  the  reorganization  of  Grand 
National  into  a producing  studio  and  a 
better  “see”  into  the  distribution  angles 
in  case  the  w'ord  is  “go.” 

Vacations  have  overtaken  Joe  Flanna- 
gan.  head  booker  at  2Qth-Fox  Exchange, 
and  June  Barrie,  contract  clerk  in  the 
same  exchange  . . . Dorothy  Foley,  Grand 
National  cashier,  is  also  “taking  it  easy.” 
Dorothy's  place  is  being  filled  by  Olive 
Bourgeois,  a former  Grand  National  em- 
ploye . . . Also  among  those  missing  we 
find  Carl  Milton.  Principal  Pictures  head. 
He  went  fishing. 

Mary  Bottarini  is  the  new  face  at  Repub- 
lic exchange.  Charles  Weston,  Republic 
shipper,  is  back  from  his  vacation  . . . Max 
Morris  of  Western  Poster  now  spends  most 
of  his  spare  time  in  his  summer  home  in 
Bayside  Acres.  Mel  Hulling  of  the  Mono- 
gram Exchange  here  was  back  from  Los 
Angeles  and  left  again  for  Seattle  in  the 
company  of  George  W.  Weeks,  general 
sales  manager  of  Monogram  Pictures. 
Weeks  arrived  here  on  his  national  jaunt 
touring  the  exchanges. 

Nell  Warner  of  Republic  exchange  is 
charging  that  added  gleam  in  her  eye  to 
the  passing  of  her  first  bar  examination 
here  with  an  “A”  average.  Nell  Warner, 
esquiress,  will  probably  be  in  order  after 
two  more  years  of  study  in  a.  local  law 
school  . . . Dan  Nunan  is  getting  the 
cream  of  the  theatregoers  in  Turlock,  due 
to  the  closing  of  the  Blumenfeld  Fox 
Theatre  there. 

Alexander  Prevue  Co.  has  just  added 
George  Archibald  as  booker.  The  newly- 
installed  prevue  company  will  start  servic- 
ing clients  August  1 . . . With  Bob  Lippert 
flying  to  Chicago  for  new  samples.  Pro- 
gressive Premiums  has  enlarged  the  staff 
by  adding  Lester  Hamilton.  Hamilton  was 
formerly  bookkeeper  with  Gerald  Karski’s 
Motion  Picture  Service  Co. 


Managerial  Shifts  Trail 
'Mr,  Chips'  Into  Circle 

Los  Angeles — Reopening  of  the  Carthay 
Circle  with  a continued  first-run  of  “Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips,”  caused  Fox  West  Coast 
to  order  a wholesale  shift  of  managers, 
bringing  about  a number  of  promotions 
within  assistant  managers’  ranks. 

Dave  Fi’ed  has  been  moved  from  the  Fox 
Ritz  to  manage  the  Carthay  Circle.  His 
place  at  the  Ritz  has  been  taken  by  Bob 
Duke,  former  manager  of  the  Carlton,  who 
has  been  succeeded  by  Wesley  McBreen. 
McBreen’s  spot  at  the  Melrose  is  filled  by 
John  Echols,  former  assistant  manager  at 
the  Westlake.  James  Swanstrom,  assistant 
manager  at  the  Boulevard,  succeeds  Echols. 
Elbert  Trapp  has  gone  from  the  Paramount 
in  Hollywood  to  the  Boulevard;  James  Gar- 
rity  is  transferred  from  the  Larchmont  to 
the  Paramount;  Fred  Collins  goes  from  the 
Rivoli  to  the  Larchmont,  and  James  Wade, 
of  the  Western,  becomes  assistant  at  the 
Rivoli. 

New  manager  of  the  Strand,  Pasadena, 
is  Homer  Skillion.  He  rejoined  the  circuit 
after  four  years  with  the  Warner  chain  in 
Santa  Barbara. 

Bakersfield  Rex  to  Play 
Feature  of  World  War 

Bakersfield,  Cal. — Following  its  screen- 
ing for  Fox  West  Coast  executives  in  Los 
Angeles,  “When  Germany  Surrendered,” 
exploitation  feature  based  on  the  World 
War,  was  booked  into  the  Rex,  FWC  house 
here,  to  open  July  26  for  a four-day  run. 

The  film  is  being  distributed  in  Cali- 
fornia, Oregon,  Washington  and  Arizona 
by  John  Ludwig,  Milwaukee  exhibitor,  who 
has  opened  headquarters  in  Los  Angeles. 

FWC  District  Managers 
Hold  Parley  in  Frisco 

Los  Angeles  — Operational  problems 
throughout  the  state  during  the  coming 
season  were  discussed  in  a one-day  con- 
ference with  northern  California  officials 
in  San  Francisco  by  Fox  West  Coast’s 
local  district  managers.  Journeying  north 
for  the  parley  were  Cullen  Espy,  George 
Bowser,  B.  V.  Sturdivant,  Dick  Dickson, 
and  Fred  Stein,  of  the  booking  department. 


New  Seats  for  Four 

Seattle — The  Mission  Theatre,  Vancou- 
ver. Wash.;  Liberty,  Sweet  Grass,  Mont.; 
New  Orpheum,  Browning,  Mont.,  and  West- 
port,  Westport,  Ore.,  have  contracted  for 
new  General  seats  from  Western  Theatre 
Equipment  Co. 


Deluxer  Reopens 

Salt  Lake  City — The  2,000-seat  Capi- 
tol Theatre  here  reopened  July  14.  The 
house,  which  is  one  of  the  chain  of  the 
Intermountain  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  featuring 
a double  bill  policy. 


Gobs  of  Dough 

San  Francisco — Approximately  $500,000 
was  spent  here  by  about  50,000  gobs  while 
attending  the  Exposition. 


^HE  J.  J.  Parker  Theatres  have  just 

closed  a deal  for  Wamer-First  National 
product.  Previous  to  this,  Parker  Theatres 
screened  only  First  National  releases  and 
Hamrick-Evergreen,  part  of  the  National 
Theatre  chain,  showed  Warner  films.  The 
deal  was  closed  by  W.  E.  Calloway,  dis- 
trict manager;  Ben  Kalmenson,  western 
sales  chief;  Vete  Stewart,  Portland  branch 
manager;  Ted  R.  Gamble,  Parker’s  gen- 
eral manager,  and  J.  J.  Parker,  president 
of  the  Parker  Theatres. 

Rufus  Blair  of  Paramount  flew  into  town 
with  a print  of  “Beau  Geste”  and  A.  R. 
Anderson,  local  Paramount  manager, 
screened  it  for  the  press  and  city  bigwigs 
at  the  State  Theatre  . . . Frank  Newman 
sr.  passed  through  Portland  on  his  way 
to  New  York  City  . . . Sylvia.  Haycox,  Ham- 
rick-Evergreen switchboard  operator,  dash- 
ed off  and  got  married  . . . Orville  Rey- 
nolds and  his  family  are  planning  on 
spending  their  vacation  at  one  of  Oregon’s 
many  beaches. 

A.  J.  O’Keefe  of  Universal  was  in  town 
a few  days  and  then  left  for  Seattle.  He 
and  “Slats”  Wilson  spent  time  conferring 
with  Ted  Gamble  . . . R.  W.  Hughes  of 
the  Ritz  of  Payette,  Ida.,  last  week  made 
his  first  trip  to  the  Row  this  year  . . . 
Other  visitors  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  C. 
McElroy  of  the  Rex  at  Vale,  Guy  Garri- 
son of  St.  Helens,  who  has  just  returned 
from  the  south  and  a visit  with  his  son 
at  Long  Beach,  Kenneth  Piercy  of  Prine- 
ville  and  Mrs.  Flossie  Odem  of  Redmond. 

J.  A.  (Joe)  Bradt,  operator  of  the  sub- 
urban Bagdad,  reported  to  police  the  other 
day  that  prowlers  unlocked  the  safe  in 
his  office  and  made  away  with  $116  in 
checks  . . . Denny  Hull  was  on  the  Row 
on  his  way  from  North  Bend  through  to 
Salem  for  the  Oregon  State  Trapshoot  . . . 
Bob  Marsden,  Hull’s  partner  and  who  hails 
from  Marshfield,  has  just  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Florida.  . . . R.  D.  Tully,  for  the 
past  three  and  one-half  years  a traveling 
representative  for  Ross  Federal  service,  is 
the  new  Portland  manager  for  the  firm. 

Ross  Nelson  of  Independent  and  Mon- 
mouth was  on  the  Row  before  breakfast 
the  other  morning  . . . Tom  Shearer  took 
a sojourn  out  of  town  . . . Lou  Stang, 
Paramount  booker,  is  nursing  a left-eye 
infection  . . . Ruth  Flynn  of  20th-Fox  has 
just  had  a tooth  pulled  . . . Others  on  the 
Row  were  G.  L.  Rose  of  Freewater,  Gerry 
Randolph,  Elco,  Cathlamet;  A1  Adolph, 
State,  Salem;  W.  A.  Long,  Oregon  City; 
A1  Adams,  Silverton,  and  Eno  Hemmila, 
Medford. 

Stanley  Lang  has  started  excavating  for 
his  new  home  on  Portland  Heights.  His 
Capitol  Theatre  has  taken  on  a new  Neon 
light  front  covering  the  entire  face  of  the 
building  . . . Sammy  Siegel  is  in  town  on 
UA’s  “Winter  Carnival”  . . . Bill  Parker 
and  Lou  Amacher  staged  a dinner-party 
at  the  Benson  for  the  press  and  others 
before  a preview  of  “Mr.  Chips”  the  other 
night  . . . Carl  Miller,  formerly  assistant 
to  Jimmy  Carey  at  Hamrick-Evergreen’s 
Vancouver  stronghold,  is  now  assistant 
booker  for  the  chain  in  Portland. 
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Restrainer  on  Civic 
Bingo  May  Extend 

Milwaxjkee — Possibility  that  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  Bingo  games  at  the  Mid- 
summer festival  here  issued  Jime  17  by 
Circuit  Judge  Gustave  G.  Gehrz  may  lead 
to  closing  of  all  Bingo  games  by  any 
sponsors  was  being  studied  by  city  and 
county  officials. 

The  injimction,  granted  in  a suit  in- 
stituted by  Herman  J.  Eggert,  operator  of 
a sporting  goods  and  stationery  store  on 
the  city’s  south  side,  also  restrains  op- 
eration of  penny  pitching  games,  an  air 
rifle  shooting  gallery  and  dart  throwing 
games. 

In  his  decision.  Judge  Gehrz  ruled  the 
four  games  restrained  violate  the  state 
gambling  laws.  He  said: 

“I  think  we  will  have  cooperation  here 
in  enforcement  of  the  law,  but  the  court 
will  make  its  order  to  guide  the  way.  The 
Bingo  game  is  gambling  and  the  court  will 
restrain  it. 

“Many  people  who  play  this  game  can 
ill  afford  to  buy  things  they  do  not  need, 
although  that  is  not  the  reason  the  covut 
is  restraining  the  game.  We  must  face 
the  facts  without  equivocation  and  learn  to 
look  truth  straight  in  the  face. 

“These  concessionaries  would  not  insist 
on  carrying  on  these  games  if  they  did 
not  feel  they  were  making  money  doing  it. 

“This  reminder  is  given  earnestly  because 
we  hear  so  many  ingenious  discussions  on 
the  subject,  including  the  statement  that 
many  people  want  to  gamble.  We  cannot 
cater  to  those  who  have  no  desire  to  obey 
the  law.  The  way  must  be  shown  to 
them,  and  all  evasion  to  get  around  the 
statutes  must  end  here  and  now.” 

Judge  Gehrz  said  the  dart  game,  sub- 
stituted at  the  Rubin  & Cherry  Shows,  op- 
erating on  the  festival  grounds,  for  paddle 
wheel  devices  when  these  were  ruled  out 
July  15  by  Otto  Hauser,  of  the  festival 
commission,  and  Deputy  Inspector  Hugo 
Goehlen,  was  “subterfuge.” 

Shopkeepers  Object 

He  ruled  out  the  penny  pitching  game, 
in  which  the  player  seeks  to  win  a balloon 
by  throwing  a penny  into  a pan  floating 
in  a tub  of  water,  on  the  grounds  that: 

“It  appealed  to  children,  according  to 
the  testimony.  In  a small  way  this  is  a 
gambling  game.  And  from  it  grows  in  the 
young  mind  a desire  to  win  more  and 
more.  We  are  not  going  to  let  this  have 
a beginning  here.” 

Benjamin  J.  Miller,  Eggert’s  attorney  in 
the  action,  said  his  client  and  other  small 
business  men  were  determined  to  stop 
Bingo,  which  he  claims,  interferes  with 
their  incomes. 

Miller,  secretary  of  the  former  film 
board  of  trade,  said  the  action  was  the  first 
of  a series  to  end  Bingo  no  matter  by 
whom  sponsored  and  any  other  games  of 
chance  operating  here.  He  argued: 

“If  any  private  individual  attempted  to 
promote  games  such  as  are  played  on 
the  lake  front,  not  only  would  warrants 
be  issued,  but  they  would  be  brought  to 
justice  in  a hurry. 

“There  is  no  more  excuse  for  the  city 
to  do  that  than  for  a department  store  to 
open  a Bingo  department  to  make  ex- 
penses. It  is  too  bad  Milwaukee  with  its 


Egg  a la  Curb  Gets 
Publicity 

Chicago — One  way  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  hot  weather  spells  is  that 
taken  by  Norman  Castle,  Essoness  pub- 
licist. During  a recent  hot  spell,  Castle 
had  Edith  Carlson,  cashier  at  the  Es- 
saness  loop  house,  the  Woods  Theatre, 
pose  frying  on  egg  on  the  hot  side- 
walk. 

The  picture  was  used  by  the  Chicago 
Herald  & Examiner  as  a feature  story. 

Chicago  Buying  Slow, 
Oulstaie  Is  Faster 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — Windy  City  exhibitors  again 
apparently  are  going  to  put  off  buying 
their  1939-40  product  until  the  last  few 
weeks  before  the  first  releases  are  avail- 
able. There  are  many  reasons  why  the 
theatre  owners  are  interested  in  other  mat- 
ters besides  buying  film  when  most  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  country  are  talking 
deals  for  next  season. 

Naturally,  there  is  the  Chicago  system  of 
releasing,  which  will  make  most  of  the 
1939-40  product  unavailable  to  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  here  until  mid-October 
and  early  November,  as  one  of  the  main 
reasons  mid-summer  is  too  early  to  talk 
deals. 

Besides  that,  however,  Mr.  Chicago  Ex- 
hibitor is  too  busy  trying  to  figure  out 
ways  and  means  of  getting  paying  cus- 
tomers into  his  theatre  these  days.  Every- 
where along  the  Row,  clusters  of  exhibitors 
can  be  seen  trying  to  figure  out  the  best 
combinations  of  double-features  to  offer 
the  cash  customers  as  inducements  for 
their  siunmer  entertainment. 

Many  exhibitors,  too,  are  being  cautious 
because  of  the  increased  rentals  sought  by 
the  majors  for  next  season.  They  know 
that  this  is  a business  where  the  bargain- 
ing is  the  toughest  and  hope  to  wait  out 
the  branch  managers  and  salesmen,  and 
thus  win  concessions  in  prices  for  next 
season.  Especially  are  the  theatre  men 
hopeful  of  having  many  of  the  percent- 
age pictures  cut  to  a minimum  by  waiting. 

On  the  other  hand,  practically  every  ex- 
change manager  reports  that  out-state 
deals  are  coming  in  briskly  and  practically 
everyone  reports  an  increase  thus  far  over 
the  same  period  last  year.  All  non-com- 
petitive spots  already  are  sold  and  the 
salesmen  are  now  vigorously  at  work  on 
the  circuits  and  competitive  independent 
situations.  Within  the  next  month,  prac- 
tically all  of  the  state  situations  will  be 
cleaned  up. 


beautiful  lake  front,  where  something  of 
a unique  nature  could  be  developed,  should 
offer  a lot  of  gambling,  and  a carnival 
with  tawdry  shows  to  pay  two-thirds  of 
the  expense  of  the  festival.” 

Among  those  testifying  for  the  plaintiff 
were  Edward  F.  Maertz,  business  manager 
of  the  Independent  Theatres  Protective 
Ass’n  of  Wisconsin  and  upper  Michigan. 


Wisconsin  Theatre 
Tax  Is  Diverted 

Madison,  Wis.  — Wisconsin  exhibitors 
were  saved,  at  least  temporarily,  from  a 
theatre  tax  when  the  state  assembly  passed 
the  administration’s  tax  bill  without  the 
Alfonsi-Grobschmidt  amendment,  which 
would  have  provided  for  an  occupational  as 
well  as  a gross  income  tax.  The  measure 
now  goes  to  the  senate. 

Because  the  bill  is  estimated  to  yield 
about  $10,000,000  less  than  state  require- 
ments for  the  biennium,  it  is  believed  an- 
other tax  measure  will  be  introduced  or 
the  present  bill  amended  with  threat  of  a 
theatre  tax  still  present. 

The  suggestion  by  exhbiitor  leaders  in 
combating  the  original  theatre  tax  pro- 
posal that  $7,500,000  be  diverted  from  the 
highway  fund  to  general  state  purposes  was 
disregarded  by  the  assembly  in  its  current 
action,  thereby  accounting  for  the  esti- 
mated deficit. 

The  Alfonsi-Grobschmidt  amendment 
would  have  assessed  an  occupational  tax 
ranging  from  $5  to  $100  per  theatre  on 
circuits  having  more  than  four  houses  in 
Wisconsin. 

In  addition,  the  gross  income  tax  would 
range  from  $4  per  thousand  dollars 
of  gross  income  to  $6.60  per  thousand 
dollars  of  gross  income,  depending 
upon  the  number  of  theatres  in  the  cir- 
cuit. 


New  20th-Fox  Exchange 
Opening  Gala  Event 

Chicago — Everything  was  in  readiness 
for  the  formal  opening  of  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  new  exchange  building  at  13th  and 
Wabash  on  Monday.  Besides  Host  Clyde 
Eckhardt,  branch  manager.  New  York 
home  office  officials  who  will  be  here 
will  be  Herman  Wobber,  general  sales  man- 
ager; William  Gehring,  central  district 
manager,  and  Lew  Lehr  and  Truman  Tal- 
ley of  Fox  Movietone  News. 

Open  house  will  be  held  from  noon  to 
4 p.  m.  On  Monday  night,  Eckhardt  will  be 
feted  at  a city-wide  industry  stag  dinner 
party  at  the  Congress  Hotel  Casino,  in 
celebration  of  his  25th  -anniversary  in  the 
industry  with  the  same  company. 

Practically  everyone  in  Chicago  and 
many  from  out  of  the  city  connected  with 
the  motion  picture  industry  are  expected 
to  attend. 


Henri  Elman  Will  Host 
Visitors  to  Monogram 

Chicago — Henri  Elman’s  new  new  Capi- 
tol-Monogram  exchange  building  will  be 
formally  opened  to  Chicago  exhibitors  on 
Monday,  the  same  day  as  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox exchange  opening,  with  Elman 
being  host  at  open  house  from  noon  to 
5 p,  m. 

Monogram’s  quarters  are  one  door  north 
of  the  new  20th  Century-Fox  exchange, 
both  buildings  having  just  been  com- 
pleted with  latest  modern  appointments, 
including  air-conditioning. 
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Anolher  Neighborhood 
"Juarez"  Premiere 

Chicago — So  successful  was  the  neigh- 
borhood premiere  of  “Juarez”  at  Warner’s 
Avalon  'Tlieatre  on  Chicago’s  south  side 
that  the  circuit  is  planning  a similar 
city-wide  premiere  of  the  picture  at  the 
Parthenon  Theatre  in  Hammond,  Ind., 
next  Tuesday. 

The  picture  was  sold  to  the  entire  south 
side  by  special  exploitation  planned  by 
Publicity  Head  Larry  Stein,  aided  by  Man- 
ager Marcell  Brazee,  with  the  result  that 
the  night  of  the  “premiere,”  the  2,400-seat 
house  was  well  filled.  Almost  800  tickets 
were  sold  in  advance  at  the  house’s  regu- 
lar 50-cent  admission.  This  despite  the 
fact  that  B&K  had  sold  the  picture  double 
feature  with  Paramount’s  “Gracie  Allen 
Murder  Case,”  on  the  north  and  west  sides 
of  Chicago.  The  picture  opened  its  regu- 
lar run  at  the  Avalon  the  day  after  the 
special  premiere. 

A special  ticket  booth  was  installed  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Avalon  to  sell  advance 
tickets,  while  tickets  were  also  available 
at  all  other  Warner  houses  on  the  south 
side.  Publicity  stories  were  fed  not  only 
to  neighborhood  newspapers,  but  also  the 
daily  papers,  with  the  result  that  nine 
daily  stories  and  four  pictures  broke  in 
advance  of  the  premiere.  'Trailers  and 
heralds  were  used  in  all  Warner  houses, 
with  special  herald  mailings.  All  mem- 
bers of  the  Avalon  house  staff  sold  tickets 
in  advance.  Special  newspaper  ads  were 
used,  plus  daily  announcements  over  Sta- 
tion WAAF,  a week  in  advance. 

The  local  Mexican  consul  and  south 
side  politicians  and  city  officials  were  in- 
vited guests  for  the  special  showing. 

In  connection  with  the  Hammond  pre- 
miere, Stein  and  Manager  Harry  Mintz 
have  arranged  a newspaper  contest  to  run 
in  the  Hammond  Times  six  days  in  ad- 
vance of  the  event.  Readers  will  be  asked 
to  identify  various  film  stars  from  the 
picture,  the  50  winners  to  receive  two  tick- 
ets to  the  showing  of  “Juarez.” 


Tent  Show  Poster  Has 
Interesting  Copy 

Chicago — Joe  Stout,  B&K  booker, 
brought  back  an  interesting  theatre 
poster  when  he  returned  from  his  vaca- 
tion. 

While  traveling  in  Tennessee,  Joe 
picked  up  a poster  advertising  the 
”M.  B.  Lewis  Talking  Picture  Shows," 
in  which  some  of  the  copy  is  “ . . . seats 
with  backs;  new  equipment  ..." 

The  posters  were  the  summer  ones, 
for  crossed  out  were  the  words,  "tent 
well-heated."  Stout  picked  up  the  sign 
near  Samburg,  Tenn.,  on  Reelfoot  Lake. 

The  Weekend  Behind 
In  Pulling  Power 

Chicago — Blue  skies  and  sunny  days 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  mean  empty  seats 
to  exhibitors  here,  so  they’re  turning  to  the 
other  days  of  the  week,  especially  Friday, 
hoping  to  bring  grosses  in  line  with  ex- 
penses and  general  overhead. 

Tills  corner  already  has  recounted  how 
summer  sports  and  free  music  concerts  cut 
into  “takes”  over  the  weekend,  'ITie  lat- 
est outdoor  lure  is  the  archery  range, 
which  has  sprung  up  all  over  the  city  and 
on  the  outskirts. 

Local  exhibitors,  however,  are  convinced 
patrons,  while  spending  their  weekends  out- 
doors, will  continue  to  support  good  films 
in  the  summer,  during  midweek.  So  they’re 
shifting  their  weather  eye  from  Saturday 
and  Sunday  to  the  other  five  days  of  the 
week,  while  awaiting  a return  to  normalcy 
early  in  the  fall. 


New  Hull,  111.,  House 

Hull,  III, — 'The  Hull  'Theatre,  a new 
350-seat  house,  has  been  opened  here. 


^JARC  WOLF,  general  manager  of  The- 
atrical Managers,  Inc.,  was  so  sold  on 
Lake  Wawasee  that  he  has  rented  a cot- 
tage and  wiU  spend  his  vacation  there 
during  August. 

Mrs.  Norma  Todd,  of  the  ATOI  office, 
spent  her  vacation  resting  at  home. 

Tent  No.  10  of  the  local  Variety  Club 
will  hold  its  annual  golf  tournament  at 
the  Broadmoor  Country  Club  on  Monday, 
July  31.  George  Landis,  manager  of  Fox 
Film  Exchange,  is  general  chairman  of  the 
event.  The  outing  starts  with  a luncheon, 
then  the  tournament  in  the  afternoon  and 
winds  up  with  a dinner  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  golf  prizes,  which  are  on  dis- 
play in  the  National  'Theatre  Supply  win- 
dow. 

Foster  Gauker,  office  manager  at  the 
local  M-G-M  exchange,  is  on  vacation. 
Dorothy  Robbins  of  the  Warner  office  is 
spending  her  vacation  in  New  York.  Ho- 
bart Kaylor,  also  of  the  Warner  office, 
is  on  vacation. 

'The  local  office  of  RKO  recently  had 
A.  A.  Schubart,  manager  of  exchange  op- 
erations, as  a visitor. 

George  Levy,  formerly  with  the  Indian- 
apolis branch  of  Universal  Films  for  a 
number  of  years,  is  now  representing  Fil- 
mack  Trailer  Co.  of  Chicago  in  the  In- 
diana territory. 

Nick  Paikos,  operator  of  the  Diana  'The- 
atre, Tipton,  is  a very  nervous  individual 
these  days.  A blessed  event  is  exp>ected 
any  day. 

Kenneth  L.  Dotterer,  booker  at  the  local 
Fox  Film  exchange,  is  spending  his  vaca- 
tion in  Wisconsin  . . . Joe  Smith  of  the 
Affiliated  Theatres,  makes  a trip  each 
weekend  to  his  summer  home  in  Petoskey, 
Mich.,  to  enjoy  the  cool  weather  there. 

Several  Indiana  exhibitors,  including 
Stanley  Cooper  of  Brazil,  Myers  Flater  of 
Bloomfield  and  Roy  Harrold  of  Rushville 
are  enthusiastic  over  the  personal  ap- 
pearance tour  of  “Smiley”  Burnette,  the 
singing  cowboy  of  Gene  Autry  western 
series.  'They  report  very  good  business 
during  his  stand. 

Herman  Morgan  jr.,  booker  of  Affiliated 
Theatres,  Inc.,  and  formerly  with  the  local 
Universal  office,  will  be  married  August 
25  to  Miss  Mary  Jeannette  Seller  of  In- 
dianapolis. The  wedding  will  take  place 
at  the  Third  Christian  Church.  The  cou- 
ple will  take  a motor  trip  up  north  and 
will  be  at  home  in  Indianapolis  after  Sep- 
tember 1. 

Ralph  Abbott,  representative  for  Jam 
Handy  Films  out  of  Detroit,  is  in  town 
visiting  his  Indiana  accounts.  Ralph  says 
he  feels  much  better  since  his  checkup  at 
the  Mayo  Clinic  in  Rochester. 

Ernest  L.  Miller,  operator  of  the  Cinema 
Theatre  here,  is  confined  to  the  Methodist 
Hospital  with  a foot  infection.  Miller  was 
troubled  with  a like  infection  two  years 
ago  and  was  in  the  hospital  at  that  time 
also.  He  expects  to  be  moved  to  his  home 
later  in  the  week. 


A Look  at  Production — 

Lester  Goldberg,  of  the  GCS  circuit,  Chicago,  picks  up  a little  prison  atmos- 
phere while  chatting  with  Ronald  Reagan  on  the  set  of  “Queer  Money’’  at 
the  Warner  studio  in  Burbank.  Mrs.  Goldberg  accompanied  her  husband 
on  the  trip. 
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Central  American  Theatre 
Plans  to  Chi  Architects 


Chicago — Coming  all  the  way  to  Chi- 
cago for  theatre  designers,  A.  Reyes  and 
Son,  theatre  operator  of  Juticalpi,  Hon- 
duras, Central  America,  has  engaged  Rapp 
and  Rapp,  Chicago  architectural  firm,  to 
prepare  plans  for  a 600-seat  theatre  in 
the  Central  American  city. 

Mason  Rapp,  of  the  architectural  firm, 
told  Boxoffice  that  due  to  the  fact  that 
Juticalpi  is  400  miles  inland  in  Honduras, 
in  about  the  center  of  the  country  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  that  na- 
tive construction  material  will  be  used 
wherever  possible. 

Air  conditioning  and  all  equipment, 
however,  will  be  American  made.  Rapp 
said  that,  according  to  Reyes,  there  is  a 
big  demand  in  Honduras  for  American 
product  among  the  natives.  Juticalpi  is  a 
city  of  about  15,000  p>ersons. 


Mails  Bulletins  on  M-G-M 
Exploitation  Contest 

Chicago — W.  E.  Banford,  Chicago  branch 
manager  of  M-G-M,  has  sent  bulletins  to 
all  independent  exhibitors  in  the  terri- 
tory concerning  the  $10,000  exploitation 
contest  M-G-M  is  sponsoring  for  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  exclusively  from  Sep- 
tember 1 to  January  1,  1940. 

The  prize  money  will  be  offered  for  the 
best  campaigns  submitted  in  two  classes, 
first-run  and  subsequent-run  houses.  There 
will  be  three  prizes  in  each  division  and 
100  honorable  mention  awards. 


WB  Solos  "Juarez"  Sans 
"Single  Feature"  Copy 

Chicago — Warner  is  presenting  “Juarez” 
as  single  feature  in  most  of  the  circuit’s 
houses  on  the  south  side  here,  but  is  not 
actually  using  “single  feature”  anywhere  in 
advertising.  Instead,  copy  telling  of  the 
presentation  reads; 

“Perfectly  presented  with  these  added 
attractions  . . .”  following  which  are  the 
selections  of  shorts  used  at  the  various 
houses  with  the  feature. 


Closes  Till  Fall 

Indianapolis — Nathan  Tamler,  operator 
of  the  Oliver  Theatre,  gave  bad  business 
as  the  reason  for  closing  his  theatre.  He 
says  that  if  business  conditions  show  an 
upward  trend  he  will  probably  reopen  the 
house  in  the  early  fall. 


Close  to  Remodel 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — Loop  Realties,  Inc.’s 
Paramount  Theatre  has  been  closed  and 
will  be  reopened  in  August.  During  the 
closed  session,  the  house  will  be  remodeled. 
M.  Marcus  is  manager. 


Stewart  Rees  Plans  to  Build 

Plymouth,  Ind. — Stewart  Rees,  owner  of 
the  Gem,  has  announced  plans  for  con- 
struction of  a new  house  to  cost  approxi- 
mately $75,000. 


--Photos  by  Candid  Illustrators 


Chicago  Film  Teams — 

In  the  softball  league  have  been  step- 
ping a fast  pace  this  season. 

TOP — The  Henri  Elman  team.  Front, 
left  to  right;  Chris  Chin,  Willie  Wolf,  Sam 
Lamb,  Harry  Cook  and  Aaron  Cohen;  back, 
left  to  right;  Jimmy  Sedivy,  Eddie  Opiola, 
Seymour  Borde,  Clarence  Keim,  George 
Topper,  Bill  Flossie  and  Ken  Siem. 

SECOND — 20th  Century-Fox.  Front, 
left  to  right;  Max  Bonior,  John  Horky,  Vic 
Carlson,  Harry  Clark,  and  Roy  Axelrod; 
back,  Marty  Bohn,  Ed  Askins,  Leo  Schauer, 
Marvin  Rosenstein,  Julius  Ellis  and  Mike 
Borda. 

THIRD — Hotel  Crillon.  Front,  left  to 
right:  Bob  Dubeck,  Dave  Krichiver,  Irving 
Kessler,  Roy  Sewnig  and  Mel  Heidelberg; 
back,  Jerry  Cohen,  Sam  Canter,  Arny  Heni- 
koff  and  Charlie  Sewnig. 

FOURTH  — Photoplay-Film  Carriers. 
Front,  left  to  right:  Bert  Butte,  Roy  He- 
bei, Eddie  Hoffman,  Emil  Binotti,  Jack 
Washburn  and  John  Nix;  back,  Christ 
(Shorty)  Otto,  co-sponsor,  Irv  Van  Gelder, 


Two  M-G-M  Films  Win  BFC 
Family  Rating  lor  June 

Chicago  — “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  and 
“The  Kid  From  Texas,”  both  M-G-M  pic- 
tures, are  the  only  family  pictures  listed 
in  the  June  report  of  the  Better  Films 
Council  of  Chicago. 

The  adult  and  young  adult  classification 
included  “Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret  Po- 
lice” and  “Invitation  to  Happiness”  (Para) ; 
“Captain  Fury”  (UA)  ; “Ex-Champ”  and 
“The  Sun  Never  Sets”  (Univ),  and  “S.O.S. 
Tidal  Wave”  (Rep) . 

The  adult  group  included  “Blind  Alley” 
(Col)  and  “Volga  Boatman”  (Amkino). 

A special  classification  was  listed  in- 
cluding the  Warner  Bros.’  Porky  and  Pig 
cartoon,  “Old  Glory,”  and  “Only  Angels 
Have  Wings”  and  “Romance  of  the  Red- 
woods” (Col);  “Soviet  Cavalcade”  (Am- 
kino); “Tarzan  Finds  a Son”  (M-G-M); 
“Winner  Take  All”  (20th-Fox) ; and  “Wolf 
Call”  (Mono). 

Rube  Levine  Draws  Plans 
For  Great  Lakes  Unit 

Chicago — Plans  are  being  drawn  by  Rube 
Levine  for  construction  of  a 700-seat  the- 
atre at  Southwest  Highway  near  Edison 
Park,  at  a cost  of  about  $60,000.  Four 
stores  will  be  included  in  the  building, 
being  erected  for  the  Great  Lakes  Thea- 
tre Enterprises. 

Levine  also  is  remodeling  an  old  theatre 
building  at  Downers  Grove  for  George 
Dickey  that  will  be  renamed  the  Roxy.  It 
will  be  operated  by  John  Mitchell.  Re- 
modeling will  cost  $10,000  and  Stanley 
Theatre  Supply  will  furnish  all  equipment. 

Stanley  Theatre  Supply  has  furnished 
seats  and  other  equipment  to  E.  E.  Mitter- 
ling  for  his  420-seat  Roxy  Theatre  in 
Rockford,  111. 


A Holdup  Series 

Chicago — Most  recent  of  the  south  side 
theatres  visited  by  what  police  believe  to 
be  the  same  holdup  man  was  the  B&K 
Southtown  Theatre.  Here  the  dapper,  soft- 
spoken  bandit  forced  cashier  Adele  Stone 
to  turn  over  $100.  Recently  he  got  $90 
from  the  same  house.  Several  Warner 
and  other  B&K  houses  also  have  been  rob- 
bed in  the  last  six  weeks. 


Bert  Ofstie,  Lew  Lavin,  Joe  Matlak,  Ed 
Klass,  Fred  Hanzelin,  and  Hank  Porter, 
manager. 

BOTTOM:  Several  members  of  the  Fil- 
mack  team  were  away  when  this  photo  was 
taken.  Those  here  are,  left  to  right:  A1 
Wendell,  Irving  Krull,  Berni  Mack,  Don 
Mitchell,  Irving  Ross,  Joe  Ragan,  Mel 
Ogren  and  A1  Weinberg. 

The  teams  play  every  Monday  night  dur- 
ing the  regular  softball  season  in  Grant 
Park,  near  Filmrow. 


Will  buy  or  lease  1 to  20  theatres  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Michi- 
gan. Will  pay  cash.  We  were  brokers  for  sale  of  Gregory  Theatre  Circuit 
of  29  theatres. 

R.  LEVINE  & CO. 

1235  So.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago.  Illinois 
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F&M  Would  Recover 
$42,200  Legal  Fees 


Vacationers  Meet  Star — 

Clyde  Brown,  of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  and  his  party  of  vacationers 
in  Hollywood  pose  with  Brenda  Marshall  (center)  on  the  Warner  lot,  where 
Miss  Marshall  is  appearing  in  “Career  Man.” 


St.  Louis — Fanchon  & Marco,  Inc.,  and 
two  of  their  Missouri  incorporated  sub- 
sidiaries in  a suit  filed  in  the  St.  Louis 
circuit  court  aganst  John  A.  Leahy  sr., 
a prominent  local  attorney,  and  two  of 
his  associates,  Lambert  E.  Walther  and 
Harold  F.  Hecker,  seek  to  recover  $42,200 
alleged  to  have  been  paid  as  a legal  fee 
to  the  three  attorneys.  They  asked  the 
court  to  enjoin  the  defendant  attorneys 
from  selling  or  transferring  a series  of 
notes  totaling  $42,800,  and  to  order  the 
return  of  these  notes  to  the  plaintiffs. 

The  petition  was  filed  too  late  in  the 
day  to  obtain  a setting  for  a preliminary 
hearing. 

In  their  petition  the  plaintiffs  alleged 
that  the  Fanchon  & Marco  firms  agreed 
to  pay  an  additional  fee  of  $25,000  to 
James  P.  Aylward,  Kansas  City  attorney 
and  Democratic  party  leader  in  Missouri, 
after  they  were  told  that  a Missouri  anti- 
trust action  against  them  could  not  be 
dismissed  until  Aylward’s  fee  for  legal  ser- 
vices had  been  paid.  Aylward  could  not 
be  reached  for  a statement. 

Fanchon  & Marco,  Inc.,  the  petition  set 
forth,  retained  Leahy  sr.  as  counsel  in 
1934  when  negotiations  were  underway  for 
the  leases  and  operation  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor, Grand  Central  and  Missouri  theatres 
from  the  owners  of  those  properties.  To 
effect  this,  Leahy  organized  two  St.  Louis 
corporations,  the  St.  Louis  Ambassador 
Theatre,  Inc.,  and  the  St.  Louis  Missouri 
Theatre,  Inc.,  with  a total  authorized  capi- 
tal of  $105,000,  it  was  stated. 

Advised  Anti-Trust  Suit 

These  companies  operated  at  a loss  be- 
cause of  the  refusal  of  major  producing 
companies  to  rent  films  to  the  Fanchon 
& Marco  interests,  the  petition  set  forth. 
Allen  L.  Snyder,  one  of  those  who  entered 
the  agreement  with  Fanchon  & Marco,  and 
who  had  advanced  $25,000.  declined  to 
make  further  advances  and  requested  the 
return  of  the  money  he  had  already  ad- 
vanced, the  petition  continued.  On  advice 
of  Leahy,  it  is  alleged  Snyder’s  stock  was 
purchased  for  $25,000. 

Later,  the  petition  avers,  Leahy  advised 
Fanchon  & Marco  a complaint  should  be 
made  to  the  attorney  general  of  Missouri 
with  a request  anti-trust  proceedings  be 
instituted  against  the  producing  companies 
for  their  refusal  to  furnish  films  to  the 
Ambassador,  Missouri  and  Grand  Central 
theatres.  Leahy,  the  petition  also  stated, 
advised  that  Aylward  be  employed  for  this 
purpose.  Acting  on  this  advice  the  plain- 
tiffs stated  they  employed  Aylward  and 
paid  him  a retainer  of  $5,000. 

It  is  then  alleged  that  while  conferences 
looking  toward  court  action  were  in  prog- 
ress, Fanchon  & Marco  entered  into  direct 
negotiation  with  the  producing  companies 
which  promised  to  settle  the  difficulties. 

At  this  point  the  Fanchon  & Marco  in- 
terests allege  they  directed  Leahy  to  stop 
the  filing  of  any  anti-trust  suits  in  Mis- 
souri, as  such  action  would  make  further 
negotiations  with  the  producers  difficult. 

The  petition  then  charges  that  Leahy 
'failed  to  stop  such  action,  that  the  anti- 
trust suits  were  filed,  and  that  he  then 
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R.  ZIMMER,  manager  of  the  Fox-Lin- 

coln  Theatre,  is  taking  his  vacation 
with  his  family  in  the  form  of  a three- 
week  motor  tour  to  California  and  other 
points  in  the  West. 

Max  Tschauder,  manager  of  the  Roxy 
Theatre,  has  returned  from  his  vacation. 
With  his  family,  he  took  a conducted  tour 
to  the  Hew  York  World’s  Fair,  with  visits 
to  Niagara  Falls,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
a boat  trip  on  the  Hudson  from  New  York 
to  Albany. 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre,  has  been  made  a member 
of  the  Military  Order  of  'The  Purple  Heart, 
an  organization  for  military  merit,  as  a 
result  of  his  application  being  turned  in 
by  Gov.  Henry  Horner  of  Illinois.  Mana- 
ger Berman  is  also  the  winner  of  the  first 
prize  of  $50  in  a promotion  conducted  by 
Great  States  Theatres  on  “Honolulu.” 

E.  M.  Glucksman  premiered  his  “Our 
Babies”  at  the  Senate  Theatre  last  week 
to  excellent  results.  A special  campaign 
put  on  with  Manager  Dave  Jones  included 
a special  animated  front,  a girl  dressed 
as  a nurse  passing  out  teaser  cards,  spe- 
cial newspaper  ad  campaign,  radio  broad- 
casts on  baby  and  health  programs.  It 
was  plugged  by  the  man  in  the  street 
radio  program  and  endorsed  by  the  local 
health  officials.  A special  matinee  was 
held  for  women  only,  and  extra  help  had 
to  be  called  when  the  theatre  advertised 
that  the  first  25  women  would  be  admit- 
ted free. 


advised  the  settlement  of  the  $25,000  fee 
for  Aylward,  after  which  the  suits  were 
dismissed. 

The  $42,200  Fanchon  & Marco  are  seek- 
ing to  recover  is  alleged  to  be  the  amount 
they  paid  on  a $75,000  fee  for  Leahy  and 
his  associates  for  their  legal  services.  The 
series  of  notes  were  to  cover  the  balance 
of  this  fee. 

Commenting  on  the  suit,  Leahy  said: 

“The  whole  matter  is  just  an  attempt 
to  defer  the  day  of  payment  of  the  notes. 
The  suit  appears  to  be  quite  full  of  ro- 
mance. It  contains  a great  many  words, 
but  fails  to  state  a case.  We  will  give  it 
our  attention  at  the  proper  time.” 


Sells  "Second  Fiddle" 
Wilh  Snow  Fight 

St.  Louis — A McCoy  snowball  fight  and 
kindred  ice  stunts  with  the  thermometer 
hitting  close  to  100  in  the  shade  were 
integral  parts  of  the  greatest  outdoor  bally 
ever  engineered  in  this  sector  to  exploit 
a motion  pictui’e.  Credit  for  this  big  cam- 
paign goes  to  Les  Kaufman,  advertising 
and  publicity  director  for  the  Fanchon  & 
Marco  houses. 

Sonja  Henie  m “Second  Fiddle”  was  the 
opus  and  Les  had  the  task  of  making  St. 
Louisians  and  their  neighbors  ice  skating 
conscious  in  competition  with  Old  Sol  at 
his  darndest.  So  the  snow  ball  fight  and 
other  ice  stunts  were  concocted  as  part  of 
the  campaign  that  probably  resulted  in  this 
town  grabbing  off  a million  dollars  worth 
of  publicity,  for  in  addition  to  the  story 
crashing  the  Post-Dispatch,  Star-Times 
and  Globe-Democrat , the  three  local  dailies, 
it  was  also  given  a big  play  by  the 
Associated  Press,  United  Press  and  Inter- 
national News  Service,  which  even  sent 
out  wirephotos  of  the  stunts  to  carry  their 
stories.  Newsreel  companies  also  were  on 
the  spot  for  shots  for  national  showing. 

In  addition  Kaufman  and  Jerry  Hoek- 
stra,  director  of  publicity  affairs  for 
KMOX,  local  radio  station,  worked  out  a 
fine  scheme  whereby  a description  of  the 
snowball  battle  was  aired  as  it  took  place. 
Tliis  was  done  from  the  marquee  of  the 
Fox  Theatre,  the  5,000-seater  at  Grand  and 
Washington  boulevards,  across  the  street 
from  where  the  battle  took  place. 

In  order  to  stage  the  battle,  Kaufman 
purchased  6,000  pounds  of  ice  from  a man- 
ufacturer, who  crushed  it  into  power-like 
substance  and  delivered  it  at  the  zero 
hour.  Thomas  N.  Dysart,  head  of  the  St. 
Louis  chamber  of  commerce,  and  other 
civic  biggies  joined  in  the  play.  Half  a 
dozen  femmes,  recruited  from  a local  danc- 
ing school,  clad  in  bathing  suits  disported 
in  the  snow. 


Reopens  at  Carthage,  111. 

Carthage,  III. — Kenneth  Bowersock  has 
reopened  the  Auditorium  Theatre,  after 
installing  new  carpeting  and  a new  screen. 
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COHEN  BARNSTYN,  an  exhibitor  from 
Utrecht,  Netherlands,  was  a recent  visi- 
tor of  W.  Van  Gelder.  Barnstyn,  who  oper- 
ates six  theatres  in  Holland,  is  touring 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M  district  manager,  is 
working  out  of  Chicago  as  his  headquar- 
ters again  this  summer. 

Henry  Herbel,  Warner  district  manager, 
has  signed  up  the  Katz-Dolly  Circuit  of 
Indianapolis,  for  1939-40  product.  Details 
of  the  deal  were  completed  when  Herbel 
made  a recent  visit  to  New  York.  The 
deal  covers  the  circuit’s  14  houses. 

Saul  Goldman  of  Sack  Amusement  En- 
terprises is  away  on  a three  weeks’  tour 
of  the  mideastern  cities. 

Si  Griever  has  added  to  his  circuit  the 
Schindler’s  and  Cameo  theatres. 

Andy  Kenney,  Larry  Stein’s  aide  at  War- 
ner Theatres,  is  away  on  his  vacation. 

Nate  Gumbiner  noticed  a few  of  the 
boys  from  Warners — Tom  Gilliam,  Bill 
Brumberg,  George  Weinberg  and  Teddie 
Mendelssohn — eating  at  A1  Simon’s  the 
other  day.  So  Nate  had  a few  of  the 
boys  scoot  over  and  he  slid  in  the  booth, 
and  started  nibbling  at  rolls  and  butter. 
By  the  time  the  waitress  came  (it  was  dur- 
ing the  rush  lunch  hour)  Nate  decided  he 
had  had  enough  rolls  and  butter  and 
wasn’t  hungry  any  more. 

W.  E.  (Doc)  Banford’s  Chicago  exchange 
was  in  first  place  in  the  district  of  Jack 
Flynn  in  M-G-M’ s sales  drive  this  week. 

Jack  Osserman,  RKO  Chicago  branch 
manager,  and  Ray  Nolan,  former  city 
salesman  and  now  St.  Louis  branch  man- 
ager, have  closed  the  deal  for  the  Kera- 
sotes  circuit  again  in  Springfield.  The 
deal  was  closed  with  George  Kerasotes. 

Paramount  has  completely  redecorated 
its  exchange  building  interior  . . . Mrs. 
Mary  Bruder,  13-year-old  mother  of  Mrs. 
John  Balaban,  and  Manager  Roy  Bruder  of 
the  Chicago  Theatre,  died  recently. 

Bob  Montgomery  of  the  Essaness  public- 
ity department  is  vacationing  with  the 
missus  by  driving  2,000  miles  through 
Canada. 

Here  and  gone:  William  C.  Gehring, 
20th  Century-Fox  central  district  sales 
manager,  was  here  for  the  last  few  days 
working  with  Manager  Clyde  Eckhardt  on 
the  B&K,  Great  States  deals  for  the  next 
season.  He  is  due  back  Monday  for  the 
opening  of  the  local  exchange’s  new  build- 
ing . . . Among  those  passing  through  on 
the  Santa  Fe  Super  Chief  and  Chief  re- 
cently were  Bing  Crosby,  Franehot  Tone, 
George  Raft,  Gary  Cooper  and  his  wife, 
and  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  and  his  wife. 


"Unashamed"  Gets  Third  Week 

Indianapolis — Cine’  Grand  Films,  pro- 
ducers of  the  picture,  “Unashamed,”  have 
booked  the  film  for  the  third  consecutive 
week  at  the  Cozy  Theatre. 


Before  the  Show — 


Alice  Eden  and  John  Archer,  winners 
of  the  Lasky  “Gateway  to  Hollywood” 
contest  and  featured  in  RKO’s  “Ca- 
reer,” relax  in  Chicago  before  starting 
on  the  summer  airer  of  the  Wrigley  Co. 

Nine  Warner  Houses  and 
Royal  Crown  in  Tieup 

Chicago — A tieup  has  been  effected  with 
the  Royal  Crown  Cola  Bottling  Co.  whereby 
18  bicycles  will  be  given  away  in  nine 
Warner  theatres  during  a two-week  cam- 
paign. Youngsters  attending  the  theatres 
will  be  given  a coupon  for  every  Royal 
Crown  Cola  bottle  top  they  bring.  A draw- 
ing will  be  held  one  night  each  week  for 
two  weeks  and  a bicycle  given  away  each 
week  at  each  participating  theatre. 

The  houses  participating  are  the  Frolic, 
Shore,  Highland,  Ogden,  Cosmo,  Avalon, 
Grove,  Stratford  and  Metropolitan. 

The  tieup  was  worked  out  by  Bennie 
Cohen,  manager  of  the  Frolic  Theatre, 
with  details  of  copy,  trailers,  etc.,  handled 
by  Larry  Stein. 

The  theatre  manager  turning  in  the  larg- 
est number  of  R-C  Cola  tops  at  the  end 
of  the  two  weeks’  contest  will  receive  a $25 
award  from  the  Royal  Crown  Co. 

Settos  Buys  Indianapolis 
House  From  C.  Walker 

Indianapolis — George  Settos,  president  of 
the  Settos  Theatre  Co.,  has  purchased  the 
Irving  Theatre,  neighborhood  house  at 
5507  E.  Washington  St.,  from  Charles  M. 
Walker  who  has  operated  the  theatre  for 
many  years. 

Acquisition  of  the  Irving  will  take  effect 
July  30.  Settos  has  one  of  the  largest 
theatre  chains  in  the  middle  west.  His 
company  will  include  14  houses  in  Indiana 
and  Kentucky.  He  now  has  theatres  in 
Indianapolis,  Beech  Grove,  Boonville,  Tell 
City,  Plymouth,  New  Albany,  Ind.,  and 
Louisville  and  Shelbyville,  Ky.,  and  has  a 
new  theatre  under  construction  in  St. 
Mathews,  Ky.,  as  part  of  a $500,000  build- 
ing project  here. 

Extensive  remodeling  will  be  imdertaken 
at  the  Irving,  Settos  declared,  which  will 
include  a new  front  and  marquee. 


Start  Theatre  at  Remington,  Ind. 

Remington,  Ind. — Work  has  started  on 
construction  of  a theatre  in  the  recently- 
damaged  Gilbert  garage. 
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^^ARNER- SAXE’S  Milwaukee  Theatre, 
north  side  house,  observed  its  17th  an- 
niversary last  week.  The  theatre  has  been 
recently  fitted  with  a new  canopy. 

In  connection  with  its  showing  of  “The 
Hardys  Ride  High”  at  its  Modjeska,  Gar- 
field and  Uptown  theatres  here,  Warner- 
Saxe  invited  all  of  the  Hardys  of  Mil- 
waukee— some  25  families — to  see  the 
flicker  free  in  the  circuit’s  screening  room. 

Gov.  Julius  P.  Heil  has  announced  that 
women  stage  and  screen  stars  who  would 
help  boost  milk  sales  would  be  named  on 
his  staff  as  “colonelesses.”  He  has  already 
named  more  than  70  honorary  colonels. 

The  Burleigh,  local  north  side  nabe 
house,  is  now  playing  IQ-cent  nights  on 
Thursdays  and  Fridays  and  has  dropped 
its  top  for  other  nights  to  20  cents. 

Clarence  E.  Reiter,  31,  projectionist  in 
Marinette  and  Menominee  theatres  for  a 
number  of  years,  died  last  week.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  three  children,  his 
parents  and  Ms  grandmother. 

Leo  Bash,  who  struck  Sylvester  F.  Scher- 
nick,  manager  of  the  Elite  Theatre  in  Ap- 
pleton, when  the  latter  requested  him  to 
remove  his  feet  from  another  seat  in  the 
theatre,  was  fined  $25  and  costs  last  week 
in  municipal  court  on  charges  of  assault 
and  battery. 

Jacqueline  Wells,  Hollywood  actress,  un- 
der contract  to  Columbia  studios,  is  ap- 
pearing with  the  Peninsula  Players  at  Fish 
Creek. 

Roy  McMinn,  manager  of  the  Beacon 
Theatre,  Superior,  was  host  to  the  local 
Kiwanis  Club  last  week  in  the  lounge  of 
the  theatre. 

Russ  Leddy,  manager  of  Fox’s  Orpheum 
Theatre  in  Green  Bay,  addressed  the  Ki- 
wanis Club  in  that  city  last  week  on  “The 
Life  of  Riley.” 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 
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fjERBERT  A.  WASHBURN,  manager  of 
the  St.  Louis  branch  of  National  Screen 
Service,  has  retm'ned  from  a vacation 
spent  in  western  Florida.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Eddie  Haferkamp,  Illinois  sales- 
man. They  enjoyed  fishing  and  had  one 
sea-going  experience  in  a storm  they  like 
to  talk  about.  Principally  because  they 
can.  Their  skipper  wasn’t  so  certain  of 
things  until  he  finally  rode  out  the  wind 
and  waves. 

Ruth  Carrigan  of  the  National  Theatre 
Supply  staff  has  departed  for  an  Ozark 
vacation.  She  promised  that  she  wouldn’t' 
land  in  the  Catskill  or  the  Blue  Ridge 
mountains  instead. 

Dave  Komm,  proprietor  of  the  Avenue 
Theatre,  East  St.  Louis,  111.,  is  a patient 
at  the  Jewish  Hospital.  He  was  attend- 
ing a baseball  game  at  Sportsman’s  Park 
several  days  ago  when  he  was  suddenly 
taken  ill.  Presumably  a heart  attack. 
Latest  reports  were  he  was  improving, 
but  his  M.  D.  still  said  no  visitors.  Hope 
to  see  you  along  the  Row  again  soon, 
Davey. 

Eddie  Cantor,  well-known  comedian  of 
screen,  stage  and  radio,  last  week  was  the 
guest  of  Arthur  B.  Baer,  9245  Ladue  road, 
president  of  the  Stix  Baer  & Fuller  Co.,  op- 
erators of  the  Grand  Leader  departrnent 
store.  While  here  he  took  in  a perform- 
ance at  the  Municipal  Opera,  of  “On  Your 
Toes.’’  Between  acts  he  loent  hack  stage 
and  chatted  with  rnembers  of  the  cast  and 
staff,  including  Stage  Director  Zeke  Colvan, 
who  had  directed  him  in  “Whoopee”  and 
other  Ziegfeld  shows.  Word  got  about  the 
big  open  air  audience  that  Eddie  was 
among  those  present  and  at  the  end  of  the 
show  he  was  given  cc  round  of  applause. 
He  returned  to  Hollywood. 

James  Eppus  Harris,  exploiteer  ex- 
traordinary of  Loew’s  Theatre,  is  back 
from  a two  weeks’  vacation  spent  in  New 
York  City.  Or  was  it  St.  Louis?  Some  of 
Jimmy’s  pals  are  sure  they  saw  him  on 
Grand  Blvd.  about  the  time  he  supposedly 
was  doing  the  World’s  Fair  off  Man- 
hattan . . . Sam  Sigoloff,  projectionist  at 
the  Union  Tlieatre,  is  en  route  to  Holly- 
wood in  a high-powered  benzine  buggy. 
He  intends  to  tell  film  moguls  what  kind 
of  pictures  they  should  produce. 

Bob  Taylor,  manager  of  Monogram  Pic- 
tures, is  spending  vacation  in  Minnesota. 
He  likes  the  fishing  in  that  sector  . . . Ray 
Colvin,  head  of  the  Exhibitors  Supply  Co., 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  her  sister,  daugh- 
ter and  son,  has  motored  to  New  York 
City  for  a two  weeks’  vacation.  Of  course 
they  will  go  to  the  Fair. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  seen  along  the 
Row  included:  Russell  Armentrout  of 
Barry,  111.;  Alvin  Weeks,  Stanton,  111.; 
Red  Major,  Paris,  Mo.;  Steve  Farrar  and 
son,  C.  O.  Farrar,  Vienna,  111.;  Herman 
Tanner,  Vandalia,  111.;  Ed  Clark  and  wife, 
Mattoon,  111.,  and  D.  L.  Glover,  Alton,  111. 

Herb  Buschman,  formerly  with  Grand 
National,  has  succeeded  Leo  Sullivan  at  the 
Columbia  booking  desk  . . . Business  men 
of  Shelbyville,  Mo.,  at  a recent  meeting 
discussed  plans  for  the  erection  of  a mo- 


tion picture  theatre  in  that  community. 
The  latest  population  reports  gave  it  credit 
for  704. 

C.  D.  Hill,  Columbia  manager,  was  out 
in  the  territory  for  several  days  . . . Rus- 
sell Armentrout  plans  to  open  his  new 
Clark  Theatre  in  Barry,  111.,  about  Sep- 
tember 1.  He  has  awarded  a contract  to 
the  Exhibitors  Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis,  for 
chairs,  lighting  fixtures,  carpet  and  drap- 
eries. 

S.  E.  Pirtle  of  Jerseyville,  III.,  has  placed 
an  order  with  the  Exhibitors  Supply  Co.  for 
about  650  chairs  for  his  Princess  Theatre 
in  Bearstown,  III.  . . . The  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  branch  has  received  an  order 
to  completely  equip  the  new  State  Theatre, 
Alton,  III.,  to  be  opened  soon  by  D.  L. 
Glover.  Included  will  be  projectors  and 
sound  equipment,  500  chairs,  carpet,  etc. 
This  house  will  be  represented  by  Jack 
Harris,  the  well-known  St.  Louis  motion 
picture  booking  agent. 

Ches  Vickery,  assistant  manager  of 
Loew’s,  spends  all  his  spare  time  showing 
how  he  can  navigate  a horse  on  the  bridle 
paths  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  Des 
Peres  Highway. 

The  city  began  the  enforcement  of  the 
■new  cigarette  tax  ordinance  on  Tuesday, 
July  18.  The  tax  is  two  cents  per  pack- 
age of  20  cigarettes.  About  5,000  retailers 
already  have  secured  a supply  of  the  tax 
stamps  that  must  be  attached  to  the 
package  before  sale. 

William  L.  Yancey  of  Brookfield,  Mo., 
took  bids  on  the  construction  of  his  new 
theatre  in  that  city.  Robert  O.  Boiler  of 
Kansas  City  is  the  architect.  The  build- 
ing will  be  one  story  and  seat  about  700. 

Robert  V.  Kail,  assistant  manager  of 
Loew’s  Midland,  Kansas  City,  is  sitting  in 
for  Harold  W.  “Chick”  Evens,  manager  of 
Loew’s  here,  while  “Chickerma”  is  vaca- 
tioning in  the  East. 

Cliff  Winehill  has  volimteered  to  act  as 
master  of  ceremonies  for  the  Variety  Club’s 
golf  tournament  to  be  staged  next  month. 

Johnny  Perkins,  familiar  to  patrons  of 
various  Fanchon  & Marco  houses  and  to 
other  motion  picture  house  customers  else- 
where, acted  as  emcee  for  the  big  show 
staged  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium  for 
delegates  to  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Elks  last  week. 

Mrs.  Don  Ross,  widow  of  Don  Ross,  who 
was  manager  of  Loew’s,  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
house,  now  is  in  charge  of  the  check  room 
at  Loew’s  here. 

Marguerite  Gwynne,  20,  a gtaduate  of 
Stephens  College,  Columbia,  Mo.,  re- 
cently signed  a seven-year  contract  with 
U7iiversal  Pictures. 

Funeral  services  were  held  July  17  for 
James  H.  Hoskins,  founder  and  president 
of  the  A1  Fresco  Advertising  Co.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  79. 


A Temporary  Restrainer 
Against  Special  Show 

St.  Louis — A temporary  order  restraining 
the  Missom'i  Theatre  from  showing  two 
pictures  at  a special  midnight  perform- 
ance for  Negroes  scheduled  for  the  night 
of  July  13  was  issued  by  Circuit  Judge 
Charles  B.  Williams.  The  order  was  in  con- 
nection with  a petition  filed  by  Thomas 
James,  owner  and  operator  of  the  Strand 
and  the  Douglass,  both  of  which  cater  to 
colored  trade. 

The  pictures  in  question  were  “Man 
About  Town”  and  “Invitation  to  Happi- 
ness” and  are  distributed  by  Paramount, 
with  which  James  asserted  he  had  a con- 
tract calling  for  the  exclusive  first  run 
rights  to  display  the  pictm-es  to  Negroes. 

Tlie  order  issued  by  Judge  Williams  not 
only  covered  the  two  pictures  mentioned 
but  also  applied  to  all  other  Paramount 
pictures  that  the  Missouri  Theatre  man- 
agement might  attempt  to  show  to  Ne- 
groes. 

Judge  Williams  set  August  15  as  the  date 
for  a heai’ing  on  the  permanent  injunc- 
tion asked  by  James. 

Chauncey  Nelson,  acting  manager  of  the 
Missouri,  declined  to  comment  on  the  suit. 
He  said  that  the  Missouri  Theatre  had 
not  inaugurated  a policy  of  shows  for  Ne- 
groes, but  merely  had  arranged  the  per- 
formance for  the  night  of  July  13  because 
of  the  interest  of  Negroes  in  an  actor  in 
one  of  the  films. 


Buys  First  of  New  Brenkert 
Items  in  St.  Louis  Area 

St.  Louis — Theodore  Coleman  of  Mount 
Carmel,  111.,  has  purchased  the  first  of  the 
new  Brenkert  projectors,  lamps,  bases, 
etc.,  sold  in  this  territory  for  installation 
in  his  American  Theatre  in  Mount  Carmel. 
This  new  Brenkert  equipment  will  be  in- 
stalled in  connection  with  the  complete 
RCA  sound  system  which  he  has  pur- 
chased through  J.  F.  “Jack”  O’Brien,  local 
RCA  representative. 

The  equipment  sold  to  Coleman  by 
O’Brien  also  includes  hard-of-hearing 
aids. 

Other  recent  sales  made  by  O’Brien  for 
RCA  include  a new  speaker  set  for  the 
Roxy  Theatre,  Springfield,  111.,  a Frisina 
circuit  house,  which  brings  the  RCA  sound 
system  in  the  Roxy  completely  up-to-date. 
Also  a sound  system  for  the  New  La- 
clede Theatre  here  which  will  open  short- 
ly, and  new  sound  equipment  to  the  Page- 
ant Theatre,  one  of  the  St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment Co.  houses.  The  Pageant  is  being 
thoroughly  modernized  at  a cost  of  ap- 
proximately $50,000. 


Labor  Dispute  Holds 

Indianapolis  — The  Lyric,  operated  by 
Charles  Olson,  still  is  closed  due  to  labor 
difficulties  between  the  theatre  officials 
and  the  lATSE  union  here.  The  theatre 
has  been  closed  since  July  6,  and  union 
officials  declare  no  negotiations  will  be 
considered  until  the  theatre  is  reopened. 
Officials  say  the  theatre  will  remain  closed 
imtil  the  stagehands  agree  to  return  at 
their  old  wages. 
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Maurice  Rubin  Plans  New 
Unit  at  Michigan  City 

Michigan  City,  Ind.  — Maurice  Rubin, 
president  of  the  Associated  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Indiana,  Inc.,  and  operator  of  the 
Tivoli,  Uptown  and  Lake  theatres  in  Mich- 
igan City,  has  announced  plans  for  a new 
theatre  here,  construction  to  start  in  the 
early  faU. 

The  theatre  will  cost  approximately 
$150,000.  The  architects  for  the  project 
are  Pereira  & Pereira  of  Chicago,  who  did 
the  Esquire  Theatre  there. 


Cut-Rate  Tickets  to  Fair 
Of  Indiana  Keens  Slump 

Indianapolis — While  local  theatres  are 
hitting  their  lowest  grosses  in  many  weeks 
due  to  abnormal  heat,  Harry  G.  Temple- 
ton, manager  of  the  Indiana  State  Fair, 
announces  200,000  half-rate  tickets  to  the 
event  will  be  placed  on  sale. 

Templeton’s  action  will  bring  the  price 
to  the  Pair  within  admission  range  of 
most  theatres  in  the  state. 


Chicago  Lions  Club  Sends 
Lion  Cub  to  Pittsburgh 

Chicago — The  Chicago  Lions  Club  is  one 
of  eight  in  the  country  which  has  sent 
a lion  cub  to  the  annual  convention  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  this  week  an  under- 
study to  Leo  the  Lion  is  to  be  chosen. 

The  local  club’s  entrant  is  named  Mel 
Chico,  obtained  from  the  Lincoln  Park 
Zoo  in  Chicago. 


Four  Join  ATO 

Indianapolis — Associated  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Indiana,  Inc.,  are  proud  to  announce 
the  acquisition  of  four  new  members  to 
their  roster,  as  follows:  Wayne  Goodwin, 
Butler  Theatre,  Butler,  Indiana;  Mannie 
Marcus,  Paramount  Theatre,  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana;  Woods  & Taylor,  Community 
’Theatre,  Morgantown,  Indiana  and  John 
Woytinek,  Gayble  Theatre,  North  Judson, 
Indiana. 


Time  Is  Reopened 

Oshkosh,  Wis. — The  remodeled  Time 
Theatre,  formerly  the  Rex,  has  been  re- 
opened by  General  Theatre  Co.,  an  af- 
filiate of  Marcus-Virnoff  Co.,  which  op- 
erates houses  in  Reedsburg,  Tomah,  and 
Ripon.  Charles  Low  is  the  new  manager 
of  the  local  house. 


Renovate  at  North  Judson 

North  Judson,  Ind. — A new  air-condi- 
tioning system,  new  carpets,  new  lighting 
and  new  seats  have  been  installed  in  the 
Gayble  'Theatre  here. 


Rites  for  Louis  A.  Nanos 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were  held 
here  last  week  for  Louis  Ahileas  Nanos, 
co-owner  of  the  Criterion  Theatre.  He 
was  associated  with  George  Pliakos  in  the 
operation  of  the  house. 


There's  Music  in 
His  Makeup 

Chicago — And  now  Lou  Abramson  oi 
Allied,  proposes  to  prove  that  there 
are  finer  things  in  the  industry. 

He  is  scouting  about  for  recruits  for 
a Filmrow  Symphony  Orchestra.  A 
violinist  himself,  Lou  hopes  to  get  about 
20  or  25  volunteers.  Anyone  able  to 
play  a musical  instrument,  who  would 
like  to  join  the  new  orchestra  is  asked 
to  get  in  touch  with  Abramson  at  Al- 
lied’s offices. 


Running  Time  Limit 
Advocate  Explains 


Chicago — While  Chicago  exhibitors  were 
awaiting  this  week  action  from  Gov.  Henry 
Horner  on  whether  he  would  veto  or  okay 
the  film-program  limitation  bill,  E.  C. 
Sandquist,  the  Chicago  legislator  who  in- 
troduced the  bill,  told  Boxoffice  that  he 
had  no  intentions  whatever  of  trying  to 
hurt  the  industry  through  exacting  legis- 
lation. 

“I  had  no  help  whatever  from  any  organ- 
ization in  preparing  my  bill,”  Sandquist 
told  Boxoffice.  “I  did  get  some  advice 
from  Parent-Teacher  Association  mem- 
bers, who  visited  Mayor  Edward  Kelly  last 
year  in  their  fight  against  lengthy  film 
programs  in  Chicago.  I’m  not  even  against 
double  features,  but  against  these  absurd 
four  and  five-hour  shows  that  some  ex- 
hibitors are  showing  in  Chicago.” 

Sandquist  said  that  his  bill  is  not  to  be 
construed  as  a double-featm’e  ban  bill.  He 
explained  that  he  is  not  even  interested  in 
whether  the  governor  signs  the  bill  or 
not,  but  that  mainly  he  hopes  to  arouse 
the  interest  of  the  industry  leaders  in 
Chicago  and  Hollywood  to  the  evil  of  too 
lengthy  programs,  and  that  possibly  the 
industry  can  police  or  regulate  itself  in 
the  matter  of  program  length. 

“There  are  not  even  any  provisions 
made  in  the  bill  for  enforcement  of  it,” 
said  Sandquist.  “I  did  this  purposely  in 
the  hopes  that  should  the  bill  become  a 
law,  that  the  industry  will  take  enough 
interest  in  policing  itself  to  see  that  film 
programs  are  not  too  long.  While  the  bill 
provides  for  2-hour-and-15-minute  pro- 
grams, I am  sure  that  should  exceptions 
arise  where  pictures  cannot  be  advan- 
tageously cut — though  I believe  most  of 
them  can — that  those  exceptions  will  be 
tolerantly  handled.” 

The  legislator  added  that  “I  have  found 
the  industry  is  too  lax  in  handling  mat- 
ters of  concern  to  itself.  If  exhibitors 
would  only  have  spoken  to  me  after  the 
bill  passed  the  house,  I woidd  have  been 
willing  to  revise  or  re-shape  the  bill  to 
suit  all  groups  so  that  no  hardship  would 
be  worked  on  any  one  exhibitor  or  group 
of  exhibitors  and  that  all  could  benefit, 
including  the  patrons.” 

He  said  that  since  the  passage  of  the 
bill  by  the  legislature  he  has  received 
hundreds  of  letters  of  praise  from  occa- 
sional theatre  patrons  who  have  guaran- 
teed to  return  as  regular  film  fans  should 


Fanny  Brice's  Attorneys 
Alter  an  Early  Hearing 

Chicago^ — Attorneys  for  Fanny  Brice  are 
endeavoring  to  get  an  early  hearing  on 
the  $750,000  law  suit  she  filed  here  against 
20th  Century-Fox  over  the  film,  “Rose  of 
Washington  Square.”  Eli  E.  Fink,  member 
of  the  firm  of  Spitz  and  Adcock,  attorneys 
for  the  star,  told  Boxoffice  that  they  hope 
to  get  the  case  a hearing  on  the  injunctive 
part  soon. 

The  suit  not  only  seeks  the  financial 
settlement,  but  also  asks  for  an  injunction 
against  showing  the  film.  All  Chicago  ex- 
hibitors have  been  made  parties  to  the  suit, 
so  as  to  enjoin  them  from  playing  the 
film,  should  the  case  be  heard  before  all 
dates  are  filled  in  the  Windy  City.  Tire 
picture  has  its  first-week  of  release  here 
during  the  week  of  August  6. 

The  suit  charges  defamation  of  charac- 
ter, invasion  of  the  rights  of  privacy,  and 
appropriation  of  Miss  Bi’ice’s  life  story  for 
screen  material. 

The  suit,  in  Cook  county  superior  court, 
has  been  assigned  by  Judge  John  Lupe. 


Merchant-Theatre  Tieup 
Is  EHected  at  Merrill 

Merrill,  Wis.  — The  Badger  Theatre 
here  tied  up  with  15  local  merchants  in 
the  promotion  of  “Lucky  Night”  by  giving 
a $10  bill  and  50  free  passes  to  the  flicker 
to  persons  in  the  town’s  business  section 
between  7 and  9 p.  m.  the  evening  before 
the  picture  opened  at  the  theatre. 

Employes  of  the  Badger  Theatre  passed 
out  the  awards,  which  included  $1  mer- 
chant certificates  from  participating  stores, 
to  persons  on  the  street  that  night.  The 
awards  were  contained  in  small  envelopes 
and  citizens  were  urged  to  do  their  shop- 
ping that  night. 


Mowry  to  Aurora 

Aurora,  III. — Clifton  Mowry  of  the 
Naper  Theatre,  Naperville,  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  Isle  Theatre  here.  Three 
new  aides  to  Mowry  are  R.  W.  Foster,  J.  S. 
Drake  and  Robert  Jobe.  Tire  house  is 
owned  by  Fulton  and  Grossman,  Inc.,  Chi- 
cago. 


programs  be  cut  to  the  bill’s  suggested 
length. 

Sandquist  told  Boxoffice  that  his  un- 
derstanding was  that  Governor  Horner  had 
received  the  bill  July  7 and  that  this  week 
would  be  the  deadline  for  his  either  sign- 
ing or  rejecting  the  bill.  When  it  is  as- 
certained that  the  governor  has  received 
the  bill,  he  has  ten  days  after  that  time 
in  which  to  act  on  it.  This  includes  the 
time  taken  by  the  attorney  general  to  pass 
on  its  legality.  Should  the  governor  fail 
to  act  one  way  or  the  other,  the  bill  be- 
comes law  automatically  ten  days  after  his 
receipt  of  it. 

“At  least,  I feel  my  work  in  getting  the 
bill  passed  will  not  be  in  vain,  even  if  the 
governor  doesn’t  sign  it,”  concluded  Sand- 
quist. “It  has  brought  to  the  attention 
of  exhibitors  the  crying  need  for  shorter 
programs  and  maybe  this  will  encourage 
them  to  take  care  of  the  matter  itself.” 
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Fort  Wayne  House  Dark: 
Claim  Film  Shortage 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — The  Paramount  here, 
1,800-seat  de  luxe  vaudeville  house  oper- 
ated by  Mannie  Marcus,  who  also  oper- 
ates theatres  in  Indianapolis  and  Cincin- 
nati, has  closed,  assertedly  for  want  of 
film  product. 

Outside  of  the  Lyric  in  Indianapolis, 
which  now  is  closed  due  to  wage  difficul- 
ties with  the  stagehands’  union,  the  Para- 
mount was  the  only  other  Indiana  theatre 
showing  vaudeville  as  a weekly  policy. 

Cash  Prizes  by  Metro  for 
Campaigns  on  "Tarzan" 

Chicago — M-G-M  is  offering  $75  in 
prizes  to  managers  of  the  various  circuits 
in  various  exploitation  contests  in  the  Chi- 
cago territory.  Awards  will  go  to  the  two 
best  selling  campaigns  on  “Tarzan  Finds 
a Son”  by  managers  of  the  Warner,  Great 
States,  Indiana-Illinois,  and  Essaness  cir- 
cuits. First  prize  will  be  $50  and  second 
award  will  be  $25. 


Transfer  by  Frisina 

St.  Louis  — Charles  Bennati,  formerly 
manager  for  the  Frisina  circuit  at  Gillespie, 
111.,  has  been  transferred  to  Shelbyville, 
111.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  re- 
cent promotion  of  Randolph  Pedrucci  to 
assistant  booker  for  the  circuit,  which 
maintains  headquarters  in  the  Roxy  The- 
atre Bldg.,  Springfield,  111.  Pio  Pedrucci 
is  the  new  manager  at  Gillespie. 


Mr.  Otis  Chips 
Has  Hard  Time 

Chicago — Bill  Bishop,  exploiteer  at 
M-G-M,  swears  he  isn't  responsible  for 
it,  but — 

It  appears  there  is  a Mr.  Otis  Chips, 
10101  South  Hoxie  St.,  listed  in  the 
Chicago  telephone  directory,  and  since 
M-G-M's  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  opened 
at  the  Apollo,  the  Chicago  Mr.  Chips 
has  had  the  displeasure  of  having  his 
phone  ring  day  and  night,  with  con- 
versation going  something  like  this: 

"Hello,  is  this  Mr.  Chips?" 

"Yes,"  is  the  innocent  reply. 

"Well,  Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,"  and 
bang  goes  the  receiver  on  the  other 
end. 


Two  Baby  Bathing  Beauty 
Contests  by  WB  Houses 

Chicago — Two  baby  bathing  beauty  con- 
tests are  being  sponsored  by  two  Warner 
theatres  here. 

A1  Blasko  ran  one  at  the  Jeffrey  The- 
atre Friday  night,  July  21,  limited  to  the 
first  25  entrants.  He  tied  up  with  a local 
children’s  shop  where  entries  also  were 
received. 

Everett  R.  Erickson,  manager,  is  run- 
ning a similar  contest  at  the  Ogden,  but 
three  preliminaries  are  being  held,  the 
last  scheduled  for  this  Saturday  night, 
with  the  finals  July  29.  Baby  girls,  from 
2 to  5 years,  are  eligible  for  each  of  the 
contests. 


Trade  Screening  Series 
Of  "On  Borrowed  Time" 


Chicago — M-G-M  held  several  trade 
showings  in  the  territory  of  “On  Borrowed 
'Time”  during  the  past  week,  which  stars 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 
and  Bobs  Watson. 

The  first  was  held  July  18  at  the  Or- 
pheum,  Springfield;  followed  daily  after 
that  by  similar  showings,  July  19,  Madi- 
son, Peoria:  July  20,  Colfax,  South  Bend; 
July  21,  Coronado,  Rockford. 


Crushes  Hand 

Flora,  Ind. — Mrs.  John  Dixon,  wife  of 
the  operator  of  the  Flora  Theatre  here, 
was  seriously  injured  when  her  hand  was 
crushed  in  an  automobile  door.  A number 
of  stitches  were  required  to  close  the 
wound. 


Storm  at  Harrisburg 

Harrisburg,  III. — Motion  picture  shows 
in  a number  of  southern  Illinois  towns  in 
this  vicinity  were  interrupted  when  a 
severe  electrical,  wind  and  rain  storm 
struck  the  area.  The  current  was  off  for 
an  hour  or  more. 


Start  at  Muncie 

Muncie,  Ind. — Work  has  been  started  on 
the  new  theatre  to  be  constructed  at  Uni- 
versity and  Martin  Streets  by  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Kitselman.  The  house  will  be  managed 
by  Leonard  S.  Sowar  of  the  Rivoli  Theatre. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON,  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Misseuri 
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Williams  io  Launch  Buying  in  Minneapolis  Area 
Membership  Drive  Forward,  Exchanges  Claim 


Omaha — An  active  membership  cam- 
paign will  be  started  at  once  by  the  MPTO 
of  Nebraska  and  Western  Iowa  to  build 
a stronger  organization  for  the  protection 
of  the  independent  exhibitor,  President 
Charles  E.  Williams  tells  Boxoffice. 

The  drive  will  be  conducted  during  the 
next  two  months  and  will  terminate  at 
the  annual  convention  and  business  ses- 
sions here  late  in  September. 

Potential  membership  in  the  Nebraska- 
lowa  district  is  about  200  independent  ex- 
hibitors, Williams  said.  At  present  the 
group’s  membership  is  well  under  100  ex- 
hibitors. 

“Independent,  small-town  exhibitors  in 
the  Omaha  area  are  having  their  eyes 
opened  as  to  the  importance  of  such  an 
organization,”  Williams  told  Boxoffice. 
“If  the  independent  is  to  survive  he  must 
become  connected  with  some  organiza- 
tion that  has  the  power  to  do  things 
which  the  individual  cannot  do.” 

“Developments  in  the  film  industry  the 
past  year  have  shown  the  independent 
how  important  such  an  organization  is. 
For  that  reason,  we  believe  the  member- 
ship of  the  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  west- 
ern Iowa  should  be  strengthened.” 

Active  exhibitors  in  each  district  of  the 
Omaha  territory  have  been  appointed  to 
start  the  membership  drive  rolling.  Dis- 
trict leaders  are  Dale  R.  Goldie,  Ameri- 
can Theatre,  Cherokee,  la.;  W.  S.  Bogart, 
Orpheum,  Rock  Valley,  la.;  Mons  Thomp- 
son, Riviera,  St.  Paul,  Neb.;  Harold 
Schoonover,  Mazda,  Aurora,  Neb.,  and 
Williams,  Park  Theatre,  Omaha. 

District  leaders  will  contact  other  in- 
dependents in  their  particular  area,  ac- 
cording to  Williams’  plan.  However,  he 
said,  the  drive  will  have  the  support  and 
help  of  every  present  member.  Williams 
believes  the  campaign  will  be  successful 
“because  of  the  recent  developments  in  the 
business.” 

The  trade  practice  code,  on  which  the 
organization  recently  deferred  action, 
probably  will  get  a yes-or-no  vote  at  the 
September  meeting,  Williams  said.  One 
purpose  of  the  membership  drive  is  to 
acquaint  independents  in  the  Omaha  dis- 
trict with  the  code  provisions,  he  said. 

Officers  will  be  elected  at  the  annual 
fall  convention. 

The  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  Western 
Iowa  starts  its  25th  year  of  existence  this 
fall.  Williams  has  served  as  association 
president  for  20  years. 

Among  present-day  exhibitors  who  were 
active  in  the  infant  organization  20  years 
ago  are  J.  Erie  Kirk,  North  Star  Theatre, 
Omaha;  R.  E.  Palkenberg,  Majestic,  Lex- 
ington, Neb.;  H.  F.  Kennedy,  Bow,  Broken 
Bow,  Neb.;  A.  H.  Reckords,  Majestic,  He- 
bron, Neb.;  Sam  Epstein,  Omaha  circuit 
owner. 


Ritz  to  Grantham 

Baxter  Springs,  Kas. — J.  W.  Grantham 
has  taken  over  the  Ritz  here  from  H.  L. 
Garber.  Grantham  operates  the  Baxter, 
and  has  closed  the  Ritz  for  the  summer. 


Midwest  Chains  Cut 
Competitive  Bonds 

Kansas  City — Deals  that  have  the  effect 
of  minimizing  competition  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  Griffith-Dickinson 
circuits  in  this  territory  have  been  con- 
cluded, according  to  H.  J.  Griffith  of  the 
latter  company. 

Griffith  has  leased  to  Commonwealth 
the  Dickinson  and  Varsity  theatres  in 
Lawrence,  Kas.,  and  has  leased  from  Com- 
monwealth the  Wareham  at  Manhattan 
and  the  Beldorf  at  Independence,  Kas. 

Commonwealth  has  bought  from  Grif- 
fith the  Dickinson  at  Great  Bend,  Dickin- 
son at  Ellsworth  and  Dickinson  at  Hering- 
ton,  all  in  Kansas.  Griffith  has  bought 
from  Commonwealth  the  Kansan  at  Osa- 
watomie,  Kas.,  and  the  Uptown  at  Mar- 
celine.  Mo. 

The  deals  were  completed  by  Griffith 
with  Clarence  Schultz  and  O.  K.  Mason, 
heads  of  Commonwealth,  effective  July  16. 

K.  G.  McKinney,  former  city  manager 
in  Lawrence  for  Griffith-Dickinson,  has 
been  moved  to  the  Dickinson  at  Paola, 
Kas.,  replacing  Jack  Scott,  who  goes  to  the 
Uptown  in  Parsons,  Kas.  Harry  Wareham 
becomes  city  manager  of  the  three  units 
at  Manhattan,  and  Bill  Wagner  stays  as 
city  manager  of  Independence,  in  charge 
of  the  Beldorf,  Booth  and  Mainstreet. 

Stanley  Schwahn,  formerly  manager  of 
the  Granada  and  Patee,  at  Lawrence,  is 
in  charge  of  all  four  theatres  there  under 
the  new  setup. 


Long-Termer  to  Raft 

Hollywood — Warner  has  given  George 
Raft  a long-term  contract,  with  his  next 
assignment  a remake  of  ‘“The  Patent 
Leather  Kid.” 


Minneapolis — Local  film  exchange  heads 
claim  that  buying  of  new  season  product 
hasn’t  been  slowed  up  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  Northwest  Allied  conven- 
tion here  requesting  all  exhibitors  in  the 
territory  to  refrain  from  making  any 
deals  pending  a fight  against  high  film 
costs  and  proposed  organization  of  a buy- 
ing and  booking  combination  at  a meet- 
ing to  be  called  in  September. 

Country  exhibitors  apparently  haven’t 
been  influenced  by  the  Northwest  Allied 
action  and  are  signing  contracts  at  a 
normal  rate,  according  to  the  branch 
managers.  These  managers  claim  their 
business  is  running  ahead  of  the  corres- 
ponding period  a year  ago,  even  though 
theatre  grosses  generally  are  depressed. 
They  also  assert  that,  despite  the  North- 
west Allied’s  rejection  of  the  trade  prac- 
tice code,  country  exhibitors  will  be  al- 
most a unit  in  signing  the  pact  when  it’s 
presented  to  them. 

Discount  Buying  Pool 

The  feeling  among  the  country  exhibi- 
tors is  that  a buying  and  booking  combina- 
tion isn’t  practical  and  that  nothing  will 
come  of  the  proposal,  branch  managers 
declare. 

Thus  far  there  has  been  little  selling 
of  Twin  City  independent  accounts.  It’s 
an  established  policy  for  the  exchanges  to 
wait  for  such  selling  until  late  fall  and 
early  winter  after  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  deals  have  been  made  and  the  time 
approaches  when  new  season  product  will 
become  available  for  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul  independent  neighborhood  situations. 

Thus  far  the  threatened  closing  of 
theatres  because  of  poor  business  hasn’t 
materialized.  One  of  the  reasons  may  be 
that  in  the  past  several  weeks  there  has 
been  a pickup  in  neighborhood  grosses. 

At  the  convention  it  was  declared  whole- 
sale theatre  closings  would  eventuate  un- 
less business  took  a speedy  turn  for  the 
better. 


Minnesotans  Visit — 

Ronald  Reagan  entertains  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Mahood.  of  the  Grandview 
Theatre,  St.  Paul,  who  dropped  in  to  see  the  actor  on  the  set  of  “Queer 
Money”  at  the  Warner  studio. 
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Steffes  Says  So 


Minneapolis — The  Northwest  Allied  an- 
nual convention  was  held  behind  closed 
doors,  with  the  press  barred.  At  its  con- 
clusion President  W.  A.  Steffes  informed 
trade  press  representatives  that  no  infor- 
mation would  be  vouchsafed  until  the  fol- 
lowing day,  at  which  time  a statement 
would  be  forthcoming  from  his  office.  The 
following  is  his  statement  relative  to  the 
convention: 

“A  meeting  of  Northwest  Allied  Thea- 
tre Owners  was  held  July  11  at  the  Nicol- 
let Hotel,  Minneapolis,  at  which  there  were 
70  theatres  personally  represented  and 
proxies  for  25  additional  theatres,  making 
a total  of  95  theatres  represented.  The 
attendance  was  small  in  number,  inas- 
much as  no  concentrated  effort  was  made 
to  bring  in  out-of-town  exhibitors  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a great  number  of  them 
just  had  attended  the  national  Allied 
States’  convention  in  Minneapolis  and 
again  will  be  called  to  a meeting  to  be 
held  in  September  on  a date  to  be  decided 
by  the  directors  within  the  next  10  days. 
However,  what  was  lacking  in  numbers 
was  made  up  for  in  enthusiasm. 

“All  of  the  so-called  predictions  made 
by  certain  trade  papers  about  disharmony, 
the  organization  going  to  disband,  a new 
organization  to  be  formed,  etc.,  failed  to 
materialize  and  there  was  not  one  dis- 
cordant note  in  the  meeting. 

“Old  officers  were  re-elected  with  the 
exception  of  the  treasurer,  Paul  Mans,  who 
resigned.  Sidney  Volk,  Minneapolis,  was 
chosen  in  his  place. 

“W.  A1  Steffes,  who  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing and  for  the  past  several  months,  has 
stated  definitely  he  was  not  a candidate 
to  succeed  himself  and  who  declined  to 
have  his  name  mentioned  as  a candidate, 
was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  position 
again,  however,  but  this  time  for  a period 
of  three  years  with  a salary  of  $15,000  a 
year. 

“Several  very  important  matters  were 
discussed,  including  the  so-called  trade 
practice  code  which,  after  a lengthy  dis- 
cussion, was  unanimously  rejected,  as  per 
resolution  attached. 

“An  effort  will  be  made  by  the  organi- 
zation to  prevent  double  features  in  any 
theatre  in  this  territory.  If  the  organiza- 
tion must  resort  to  legislation  to  stamp 
out  twin  bills  it  will  do  so  as  per  resolu- 
tion attached  (limiting  shows  to  two  hours 
and  15  minutes  in  length). 

“The  matter  of  commercial  motion  pic- 
tures being  shown  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota  to  crowds  of  from  3,000  to  5,000 
was  a subject  of  quite  some  discussion  and 
the  officers  were  instructed  to  take  up 
this  matter  with  the  heads  of  the  various 
producing  companies  to  ascertain  if  some- 
thing could  be  done  about  it  and  a com- 
mittee also  will  wait  on  the  board  of  re- 
gents of  the  university  to  see  if  this  prac- 
tice cannot  be  stopped  as  per  resolution 
attached. 

“The  matter  of  16  mm.  shows  being  pre- 
sented in  dance  halls,  beer  parlors,  etc., 
came  in  for  its  share  of  discussion.  The 
officers  were  directed  to  ascertain  if  it  is 
possible  to  pass  a city  ordinance  in  all 
first  class  cities  forbidding  the  showing 


of  16  mm.  films  for  commercial  purposes 
in  other  than  regular  licensed  theatres,  as 
per  resolution  attached. 

“A  buying  and  booking  combination  was 
discussed  at  length.  The  president  was  in- 
structed to  appoint  a committee  to  work 
out  such  a plan  and  have  all  the  details  in 
shape  prior  to  September  1 so  that  it  can 
be  presented  to  all  members  at  the  Sep- 
tember meeting. 

“The  treasurer’s  report  showed  there 
was  an  outstanding  balance  of  more  than 
$3,000  for  unpaid  dues  and  the  president 
was  instructed  to  use  every  available 
means  of  collecting  these  accounts.  If  un- 
able to  do  so  otherwise,  resort  will  be  had 
to  the  courts  for  collection  of  these  past 
due  dues. 

“The  matter  of  falling  off  in  boxoffice 
receipts  was  the  subject  of  lengthy  dis- 
cussion. Several  motions  were  made  and 
defeated  to  close  all  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul  members’  theatres  for  a period  of  60 
days.  But  after  these  motions  were  de- 
feated there  were  eight,  10  or  12  theatre 
owners  who  definitely  stated  they  would 
close  their  houses  within  the  next  two 
weeks  and  unless  there  is  a decided  upward 
trend  in  boxoffice  receipts  several  more 
will  fall  in  line.  It  was  voted  this  is  an 
individual  matter  and  the  organization 
should  not  act  as  a body  in  it. 

“High  film  rentals  and  onerous  terms 
of  contracts  and  selling  policies  also  were 
gone  into  as  per  resolution  attached. 

“It  was  brought  to  the  convention’s  at- 
tention that  some  of  the  film  advertising 
companies  are  placing  two  and  three  dif- 
ferent concerns’  names  in  one  unit  of  film 
being  furnished  to  theatres.  This  is  con- 
trary to  contracts  and  the  officers  were 
instructed  to  notify  all  such  companies 
that  where  more  than  one  advertisers’ 
name  was  mentioned  in  a unit  same  would 
be  rejected  unless  a special  contract  was 
held  with  the  theatre  for  more  than  one 
advertiser  per  unit. 

“Members  were  cautioned  to  watch  the 
expiration  date  of  their  National  Screen 
Service  contracts  inasmuch  as  it  rumored 
that  Paramount  is  going  to  withdraw  from 
National  Screen  and  make  their  own 
trailers.” 


Say  Production  Costs  Cut, 

So  Want  Rentals  Reduced 

Minneapolis — The  resolution  aimed  at 
allegedly  “excessive  high”  film  rentals, 
which  the  Allied  Northwest  Allied  conven- 
tion adopted,  was  stated  to  be  prompted 
by  deals  which  exchanges  now  are  sub- 
mitting. It  calls  attention  to  “reports 
emanating  from  Hollywood  proving  con- 
clusively that  production  costs  have  drop- 
ped,” claims  theatre  business  is  25  to  40 
per  cent  off  and  asserts  that  production 
quality  has  deteriorated.  “In  spite  of  this, 
companies  are  asking  more  money  and 
more  onerous  terms  than  heretofore,”  it 
declares. 

Going  on  record  opposing  such  ad- 
vances and  stiffer  terms,  the  organiza- 
tion requests  all  Northwest  theatre  own- 
ers to  refrain  from  buying  pictures  until 
after  September  1 when  another  meeting 
will  be  held  “to  decide  what  should  be 


Nebraska  Theatres  Named 
In  Suit  by  Contractor 

Lincoln — A mechanic’s  lien  against  the 
Lincoln  Theatres  Corp.  and  the  Western 
& Southern  Life  Insurance  Co.,  operator 
and  owner  of  the  Nebraska  Theatre,  J.  H. 
Cooper’s  ace  house  here,  has  been  filed 
in  amount  of  $6,155.67. 

W.  J.  Assenmacher  Co.,  contractor  who 
completed  alterations  on  the  old  Orpheum 
building  prior  to  its  opening  as  the  Ne- 
braska, claims  the  original  contract  was 
for  $21,400,  of  which  85  per  cent  was  to 
have  been  paid  in  semi-monthly  install- 
ments up  to  the  time  the  alterations  were 
completed,  in  February. 

The  remaining  15  per  cent  was  to  have 
been  paid  over  before  30  days  expired  from 
completion  of  the  job. 

The  lien  also  asks  6 per  cent  on  the 
$6,155.67  from  April  5. 

RKO  Sales  Drive  to  Honor 
"Nickey”  Goldhammer 

Omaha — An  appreciation  sales  drive  has 
been  inaugurated  as  a tribute  to  L.  E. 
“Nickey”  Goldhammer,  new  RKO  Radio 
district  manager,  and  in  honor  of  the 
newly  created  prairie  district,  of  which 
Omaha  is  one  unit.  The  drive  will  get 
under  way  August  1,  according  to  Russell 
Egner,  local  branch  manager. 


Holds  Stuart  Walker 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  held  Stuart 
Walker,  associate  producer,  another  year. 


done  from  there  on.”  In  the  meantime, 
the  resolution  asserts,  plans  will  be  laid 
for  a gigantic  buying  combination  to  be 
revealed  at  the  September  meeting. 

Sentiment  of  members  at  the  meeting 
favored  an  agreement  to  close  all  theatres 
for  a 60-day  period  because  of  poor  busi- 
ness and  high  film  costs.  However,  a 
resolution  calling  for  such  action  was  de- 
feated and  it  was  decided  that  each  ex- 
hibitor should  act  individually.  Announce- 
ment was  made  that  unless  business  takes 
an  immediate  turn  for  the  better  at  least 
eight  to  12  members  would  close  their 
houses  for  an  indefinite  period. 

The  day  following  the  convention  resig- 
nations were  received  from  Bennie  Berger, 
a former  president,  close  friend  and  as- 
sociate of  Steffes  and  owner  of  one  of  the 
territory’s  largest  independent  circuits,  and 
from  William  Volk,  prominent  local  exhi- 
bitor. 

In  effect,  they  stated  they  were  “tired 
of  paying  large  dues”  while  so  many  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  — “chiselers,”  Berger 
called  them  — enjoyed  the  organization’s 
benefits  without  contributing  anything  fi- 
nancially. Volk  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  four  other  prominent  exhibitors 
in  his  section  of  the  city  are  non-members 
and  he  declared  that  without  their  co- 
operation nothing  can  be  accomplished 
toward  the  solution  of  problems  affecting 
his  situation. 

Steffes  predicted  that  both  Berger  and 
Volk  will  “be  back  in  the  organization” 
within  a fortnight.  He  also  asserted 
they’ll  not  receive  any  restitution  of  dues 
for  the  period  that  they’re  outside  the 
fold. 
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Just  Promoting  Publicity — 

Believe  it  or  not,  these  two  unshaven  men  let  their  whiskers  grow  as  a pro- 
motion stunt  for  “Union  Pacific.”  Raymond  McKittrick.  manager  (left), 
and  Francis  Long,  projectionist  of  Commonwealth’s  Perkins  at  Harrisonville, 
Mo.,  agreed  not  to  .shave  until  the  picture  played  their  theatre.  “It  was  a 
good  idea,  hut  the  wrong  Ume  of  the  year,”  said  McKittrick.  The  Cass 
County  Democrat  of  Harrisonville  ran  the  above  cuts  with  a story. 


K A Y C IE  IE 


Flesh  in  Abundance  Looms 
For  Downtowns  in  Minny 

Minneapolis — There  will  be  more  stage 
shows  in  downtown  Minneapolis  the  com- 
ing fall  and  winter  season  than  at  any 
time  in  recent  years,  according  to  present 
indications. 

The  4,000-seat  Minnesota  Theatre,  which 
reopened  Friday  under  independent  spon- 
sorship, will  have  stage  shows  regularly 
to  augment  its  screen  programs.  The  Or- 
pheum,  Mort  H.  Singer-Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  house,  is  booking  all  available 
name  bands  and  unit  shows.  Already  lined 
up  are  Rudy  Vallee,  Paul  Whiteman,  Cab 
Calloway  and  the  new  “Folies  Bergere.” 
Negotiations  for  others  are  now  under 
way. 

Harry  Hirsch’s  Gayety  reopens  next 
month  with  stock  burlesque  and  a season 
of  at  least  22  weeks  is  planned.  The  Ly- 
ceum has  booked  an  unusually  large  num- 
ber of  legitimate  roadshow  attractions. 
Leo  Murray,  its  manager,  expects  his  big- 
gest season. 

As  a result  of  the  Minnesota  Theatre  re- 
opening, opposition  has  been  created  down- 
town for  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
and  some  hot  times  are  anticipated.  The 
situation  is  expected  to  develop  into  vir- 
tual “warfare”  with  the  Orpheum  striving 
to  outdo  the  Minnesota  in  entertainment. 


Minnesota  Amusement  Ties 
With  Vaudeville  Circuit 

Minneapolis — Vaudeville  is  making  its 
biggest  inroads  in  the  territory  as  the  re- 
sult of  a tieup  by  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  with  Harry  Sherman  of  New 
York.  The  40  vaudeville  units  organized 
and  booked  by  Sherman  will  go  into  all 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  key  spots 
in  the  territory,  outside  of  Minneapolis 
and  St.  Paul.  They  also  will  be  booked 
into  independent  situations  which  are 
non-competitive  with  the  Minnesota  com- 
pany. 

Sherman’s  units  will  comprise  five 
“suit-case”  acts  numbering  ten  people  and 
will  be  available  at  a cost  ranging  from 
$65  to  $100  a night,  depending  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  week,  or  $600  a full  week.  The 
shows  will  play  from  one  night  to  a week 
and  10  weeks  already  are  provided  for. 

Because  of  the  low  cost  it  will  be  prac- 
ticable to  book  the  shows  into  the  smallest 
towns,  augmenting  the  screen  fare,  Sher- 
man points  out.  A deal  already  has  been 
made  with  Don  Buckley  for  Redwood  Falls, 
Minn.,  which  has  a population  of  only 
3,000. 

A pianist  will  travel  with  the  shows  and 
provide  the  music.  The  shows  are  of  such 
a nature  as  not  to  require  the  employment 
of  any  stage  hands. 


Youngclaus  Sells  Grand, 
Ravenna,  to  Lysinger 

Lincoln — A recent  territorial  move  con- 
cerns the  Grand,  Ravenna,  Neb.,  which 
was  sold  by  W.  N.  Youngclaus  to  Dick 
Lysinger.  Lysinger  also  has  the  Ansley, 
Ansley,  Neb. 

Youngclaus,  head  of  Western  Theatre 
Enterprises,  has  the  Empress  and  Island 
in  Grand  Island,  Neb. 


^BOUT  150  managers  and  executives  of 
Fox  Midwest  from  Iowa,  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  and  Nebraska  will  meet  for 
their  annual  business  discussions  at  the 
Elms  Hotel,  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo.,  Au- 
gust 15  and  16. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Esterley;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Potter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Gregory,  and  Jack  Shriner  left  July  20  for 
a vacation  at  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  Can- 
ada. They  expected  to  pick  up  Jack  Greg- 
ory at  Des  Moines. 

On  the  Row:  E.  Van  Hyning,  Parsons 
and  Independence,  Kas.;  George  Hayob, 
Marshall,  Mo.;  H.  F.  Higgins,  St.  Marys, 
Kas.;  Mrs.  John  Travis,  Crane,  Mo.;  A.  H. 
Dula,  Holyrood,  Kas.;  H.  L.  Hyde,  Gen- 
eseo,  Kas.;  J.  W.  Grantham,  Baxter 
Springs,  Kas.;  Doc  Cook,  Maryville,  Mo.; 
H.  E.  Porta,  Humansville,  Mo.;  Edmond 
Marsh,  Eskridge,  Kas.;  Bill  Blair,  Osborne, 
Kas.;  Herman  Strowig,  Abilene,  Kas.; 
Oscar  Johnson,  Fall  City,  Neb.;  Warren 
Weber,  Ellin  wood,  Kas.;  Harvey  Nokes, 
Eldon,  Mo.;  F.  F.  Chenoweth,  Albany,  Mo.; 
Harry  Till,  Hamilton,  Mo.;  Virgil  Green, 
La  Plata,  Mo.;  Elmer  Bills,  Salisbury,  Mo.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Galitzki,  North  To- 
peka, Kas.;  Jack  Allen,  Olathe,  Kas. 

“Gib”  Jones,  veteran  RKO  booker,  is  va- 
cationing in  Colorado  and  Yellowstone  Na- 
tional Park  . . . Charley  Lewis,  long-time 
shipper  at  Republic,  has  gone  to  Chicago 
for  his  vacation. 

C.  A.  Schultz,  head  of  the  Common- 
wealth circuit,  left  Wednesday  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  for  a three-week  trip 
to  New  York  City,  Washington  and  Boston. 
They  plan  to  see  the  World’s  Fair  and 
visit  Niagara  Falls  on  their  return. 

Pete  Dana,  Universal  district  manager. 
Ward  E.  Scott,  20th-Fox  district  manager. 


and  Frank  Hensler,  M-G-M  branch  man- 
ager, were  all  in  New  York  City  this  week 
on  business  deals. 

L.  J.  Kimbriel  of  the  Oklahoma  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  announces  the  installation  of 
850  new  seats  by  his  firm  for  C.  E.  “Doc” 
Cook’s  new  Tivoli  Theatre  at  Maryville, 
Mo. 

C.  M.  “Parky”  Parkhurst  and  Bud  Riley, 
Republic  road  dogs,  were  seen  in  the  local 
office  all  day  Monday.  By  Tuesday  they 

(Continued  on  page  25) 


THERE  MUST  BE  A REASON 
WHY 

These  exhibitors  chose 

TODD  CASCADE 
COOLING  SYSTEMS 

RECENT  INSTALLATIONS 

Regal  Theatre St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Madison  Theatre Madison,  Kas. 

Linn  Theatre Pleasanton,  Kas. 

Isis  Theatre Lucas,  Kas. 

Lido  Theatre Downs,  Kas. 

Ritz  Theatre Little  River,  Kas. 

Cozy  Theatre Humboldt,  Kas. 

The  TODD  CASCADE  COOLING  SYS- 

TEM is  new  in  principal  and  design 
eliminating  large,  bulky  washers  and 
big  horse-power  pumps. 

We  are  the  Originators  and  Designers 
of  Large  Filter  Type  Cooling  Systems. 

TODD  AIR  CONDITIONING  CO. 

Bonner  Springs,  Kas, 
Distributed  by 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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_^LVIN  HENDRICKS  trained  out  of  town 
in  the  wee  hours  one  morning  here, 
bound  for  Colorado,  a visit  with  former 
boss,  Milton  Overman,  and  then  home  to 
Texas  for  a month’s  rest.  Is  no  longer 
employed  by  the  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc. 
. . . Harold  Hellerich  is  vacationing  in 
Colorado,  will  return  to  labors,  August  1 
. . . Matt  Allen,  manager  of  the  Liberty 
long  ago,  but  now  head  man  at  the  El 
Capitan  in  Hollywood,  is  going  to  stage 
“Swing  Mikado”  sometime  soon,  if  union 
deals  can  be  worked  out  and  the  cast  cut 
down. 

Maynard  Nelson  writes  about  a protege 
named  Marian  Dobney,  a singer,  who  is  a 
hometown  girl  in  Norfolk,  and  taking  the 
between  school  terms  time  at  ease  . . . 
W.  N.  “Bill”  Youngclaus  squibs  a squawk 
about  Boxoffice  passing  his  theatre  up  in 
Grand  Island,  but  truth  is  Boxoffice  has 
passed  up  Grand  Island  since  Christmas 
. . . Ken  Clayton,  the  Des  Moines  critic, 
should  go  far,  if  publicity  unll  help.  To 
say  Rene  “Aw  Shucks”  McCluskey  is  con- 
scious of  his  presence  over  in  Iowa,  is 
damning  with  faint  praise,  but  thanks  for 
words  in  edgeways  for  some  of  the  rest  of 
us,  Rene! 

Ted  Mendenhall  has  the  pins  all  set  up 
for  the  Nebraska  end  of  the  48-state  pre- 
miere of  “Leading  Citizen,”  the  Bob  Burns’ 
starrer,  before  Governor  Cochran  and  the 
press.  Last  week  in  July  . . . Charlie  More- 
head  has  shaken  the  dust  of  Beatrice  from 
his  boots  and  is  away  for  that  Colorado 
coolness,  and  a job  of  undetermined  nature 
with  Fox  Intermountain  . . . Tom  Drake, 
the  Kansas  City  band  and  fair  booker, 
stopped  en  route  by  to  spot  some  stuff  in 
the  hinters  . . . Monroe  Rubinger  swindle- 
sheeted  Warners  for  a round  trip  over 
the  midwest  area  in  which  he  does  busi- 
ness. His  big  talk  is  currently  for  “Daugh- 
ters Courageous,”  with  a word  here  and 
there  indicating  Warner  will  make  some- 
thing else  this  year. 

Orville  Rennie,  of  Hastings  wheii  he’s 
home,  is  one  of  those  guys  who  makes  one 
stew  in  grease.  Sends  a card  a day  from 
Atlantic  ocean  and  World’s  Fair  points 
telling  about  how  nice  it  is,  while  every- 
body else  squats  and  swelters  in  the  mid- 
west . . . Midget  auto  races  are  becoming 
more  and  more  a Theatre  Row  denting 
factor  . . . W.  P.  Dietz,  the  KFOR  ad  sales- 
man who  peddles  the  Lincoln  Theatre 
Corp.  account  which  sponsors  Barney  Old- 
field nightly,  is  off  for  three  weeks  in  Hol- 
lywood. Bears  with  him  letters  from  Bob 
Taplinger  {Warners)  and  Barrett  Kies- 
ling  (M-G-M)  for  a looksee  about  the  lots 
. . . Ruth  Johnson  still  limps  slightly  from 
the  accident  which  broke  her  hip  last  win- 
ter ..  . M.  E.  Lofgren  admitted,  after  play- 
ing the  picture  in  110  temperatures,  that 
this  Tarzan  guy  has  a few  sensible  ideas — 
such  as  brevity  in  clothes  for  one  thing. 

It  is  said  along  Theatre  Row  that  Joe 
Scott  would  probably  be  the  easiest  guy  to 


Years  of  ICxperience  Has  Taufi:ht  Us  How 
to  Serve  You 

Peterson  ’’Freezem"  Mfg.  4 Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


tout  at  the  races  . . . Charles  “Buddy” 
Rogers  won’t  be  in  Lincoln  as  often  as  he 
used  to,  now  that  his  sister  has  moved  to 
Dallas  . . . Bob  Livingstons  are  talking 
Lake  Okoboji  again.  Bob  has  to  get  that 
far  away  from  Lincoln  before  he’ll  con- 
sent to  get  into  a bathing  suit,  for  fear 
somebody  might  see  him.  Would  be  hard 
on  his  glamour!  . . . Don  Monroe  is  ex- 
pected any  day  now  to  tell  how  big  the 
one  was  which  got  away  up  in  Minnesota. 

Footprints  on  the  local  golf  courses  mean 
more  than  tracks  in  the  “sand  of  time”  to 
Bob  Huffman.  Getting  so  he  can  some- 
times get  on  the  easy  greens  in  8 . . . What 
will  Irving  Heller  do  for  business  next 
winter  in  Columbus  if  the  corn  reports 
from  there  are  to  be  believed?  . . . Sol 
Yeager,  in  his  bandages,  looks  like  the  first 
day  of  football  practice  ...  Ed  Vaughan 
says  the  guy  who  states  all  women  are 
alike  errs.  There  are  some  who  want  a 
husband. 

Roscoe  Ates  was  signed  for  a part  in 
a forthcoming  picture  as  soon  as  he  ar- 
rived back  in  Hollywood  from  Des  Moines. 
Part  calls  for  him  to  do  without  stutter. 
He  probably  left  it  in  his  hotel  room  in 
Des  Moines  along  with  a lot  of  other  stuff 
. . . Mendelssohn’s  usual  was  replaced  by 
“Hot  Time  in  the  Old  Town  Tonight” 
when  Stan  Sievers,  KFOR  engineer  and 
feeder  of  the  Lincoln  Theatre  Corp.  pro- 
gram to  the  ether,  got  married  this  week. 
Thermometer  stood  at  a mere  111 — in  the 
shade. 


Warner  Assigns  Crump 

Hollywood — “The  Army,  the  Navy  and 
the  Girl,”  a Warner  production,  will  be 
adapted  by  Owen  Crump. 


gTAN  MAYER  thinks  he’s  smart  because 
four  of  his  boys  won  that  many  of  the 
five  prizes  offered  in  the  Prairie  District 
by  20th-Fox  . . . The  four  smart  buys  are, 
Eddie  Jacobs,  Dave  Gold,  Eddie  O’Neill 
and  Abe  Riegelman.  They  say  they  worked 
that  hard  because  they  were  really  cele- 
brating Stan’s  25th  anniversary  . . . M.  A. 
Levy  was  here  July  7 launching  his  first 
Kent  Drive,  August  16  to  September  16 
. . . Roger  Ferri,  Fox  house  organ  editor, 
visited  Des  Moines. 

Carl  Sokolof  has  a new  picture  of  Sarah 
and  the  kids  in  at  National  Poster  . . . 
Ray  Wilson  of  Film  Transportation  is 
sporting  one  of  those  Clayton  haircuts 
(short,  square  and  combed  with  a towel) 

. . . Filmrow  managers  have  to  be  showed 
so  Chet  Howser’s  ball  club  did  it  by  win- 
ning three  in  a row  against  some  really 
stiff  opposition  . . . The  kids  at  National 
Screen  are  saying  that  Harry  Lloyd  went 
to  the  hospital  and  was  released  before 
the  effects  of  the  ether  had  worn  off.  He 
got  married  the  minute  he  got  out!  Helen 
Noel  is  the  new  Mrs. 

Elmer  Tilton’s  sinus  has  him  by  the 
nose  which  is  badly  sunburned,  too  . . . 
Mildred  Carlson  is  vacationing  from  Des 


Minnesota  Theatre 
Reopens  in  Minny 

Minneapolis — Happy  days  are  here  for 
the  independent  exchanges.  Reopening 
of  the  4,000-seat  Minnesota  Theatre  im- 
der  independent  sponsorship  gives  them 
an  important  loop  first-nm  outlet — some- 
thing they’ve  never  had  before. 

Indications  are  that  the  Minnesota  will 
have  to  depend  in  large  part  on  Mono- 
gram, Republic  and  Grand  National  for 
its  film  product.  It  already  has  closed 
deals  for  six  independent  pictures.  Mono- 
gram’s “Streets  of  New  York”  is  its  open- 
ing screen  offering. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  is  un- 
derstood to  have  all  the  major  product 
tied  up.  It’s  believed  it  will  be  able  to 
use  all  of  it  and  that  there’ll  be  no  sluffs 
available  for  the  Minnesota. 

Gordon  Greene,  Minnesota  manager, 
admits  that  his  biggest  problem  will  be 
to  obtain  a sufficient  supply  of  satisfac- 
tory screen  product.  He  is  hopeful,  how- 
ever, he  can  make  deals  with  some  of  the 
major  distributors  for  some  pictures  to 
augment  the  supply  he’ll  obtain  from  the 
independents. 

It’s  pointed  out  that  in  previous  sea- 
sons Universal  and  Columbia,  for  ex- 
ample, haven’t  had  downtown  first-runs 
for  all  its  releases  here.  Much  also  is 
made  of  the  fact  that  the  Minnesota  will 
be  able  to  resort  to  the  law  courts  to  ob- 
tain service  if  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  buys  up  more  product  than  it  can  or 
will  use. 

Developments  will  be  watched  with  con- 
siderable interest  by  local  film  circles. 
Hitherto,  Monogram,  Republic  and  First 
National  have  had  only  few  loop  runs. 


Moines  Theatre  Supply  and  seems  to  be 
spending  it  catching  up  on  her  shopping 
. . . Gertrude  Hartman  from  National 
next  door  is  vacationing  also  . . . Ralph  G. 
Olson  is  the  addition  to  the  Universal 
sales  force  and  from  what  we  saw  of  him 
he  is  SOME  addition  . . . Marvin  Godwin 
of  Columbia  has  a new  bambino  ...  a nice 
little  girl-child  . . . That  pony  tied  out 
front  at  Columbia  means  that  The  Cow- 
boy From  Brooklyn  is  there  nowadays 
(Irvin  Altshuler,  if  you  haven’t  heard). 

Jerry  Spandau  is  preening  his  feathers 
over  his  new  offices  and  they  are  lovely. 
He  planned  the  remodeling  himself  and 
prides  himself  on  the  way  he  utilized  space 
so  carefully,  though  we  were  more  im- 
pressed with  the  beautiful  walnut  panel- 
ing in  Jerry’s  office.  Omahans  will  be 
seeing  a lot  of  Jerry  next  week.  He’s  com- 
ing to  the  hospital  there  ...  A Torchy 
Blane  film  at  the  Orpheum  is  getting  a 
lot  of  comment  locally  because  Torchy 
telephones  her  paper  with  3-2111  which 
is  the  R&T  number  here. 

Chick  Friedman  is  on  his  vacation  in 
Wisconsin  and  expects  the  help  to  be  all 

(Continued  on  page  94) 
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(Continued  from  page  23) 
got  tired  of  sticking  around  and  left  town 
again  . . . Leo  J.  McCarthy  and  Martin 
Finkelstein,  visiting  here  from  the  coast. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Blair  of  Belleville, 
Kas.,  and  niece  were  on  the  Row  Monday 
en  route  to  New  York  for  the  World’s  Fair. 

Fred  Wentker  of  RCA’s  home  office, 
Camden,  N.  J.,  was  here  Monday  and  Tues- 
day visiting  with  Don  Davis  and  Gus  Hol- 
ley. Davis  announces  new  RCA  installa- 
tions at  the  Booth,  Rich  Hill,  Mo.;  and  the 
Republic,  Republic,  Mo. 

John  Muchmore,  veteran  exchange  man, 
is  selling  Alexander  Pre-Vue  service  to  ex- 
hibitors in  Missouri.  The  appointment 
was  made  by  E.  L.  Harris,  Alexander’s  dis- 
trict manager.  Harris  started  a new  fash- 
ion fad  on  Filmrow  this  week  by  wearing 
his  necktie  in  his  shirt  pocket  and  his  col- 
lar open. 

Harry  Taylor,  National  Screen  Service 
district  manager  out  of  Los  Angeles,  was 
married  in  a surprise  ceremony  to  Mary 
Stivac  of  Chicago.  Press  of  business  forced 
them  to  delay  their  honeymoon  a few  days. 
Taylor  was  formerly  with  Columbia,  Uni- 
versal and  Pathe  here. 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Slothower,  who  is  building  the 
new  Sandra  Theatre  at  Wichita,  Kas.,  was 
on  the  Row  Wednesday,  the  first  time  in 
many  moons.  She  came  in  by  plane  and 
flew  back. 

Sam  Sosna  of  the  Sosna  Theatre  at  Man- 
hattan, Kas.,  and  his  brother  Louis  of  the 
Sosna  at  Moberly,  Mo.,  met  on  the  Row 
Wednesday  and  left  together  for  Cleveland, 
where  they  will  visit  with  their  sister. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Miller  is  the  new  secretary 
to  Frank  Hensler,  M-G-M  branch  man- 
ager. She  replaces  Mrs.  Lenora  Herring, 
who  has  gone  to  Des  Moines  to  establish 
a permanent  residence.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
formerly  assistant  secretary  to  Division 
Manager  Harris  P.  Wolfberg. 

Virginia  Gaylord,  secretary  to  Universal’s 
District  Manager  Pete  Dana,  has  returned 
from  her  vacation  in  Minnesota.  Naomi 
Good,  secretary  to  Booker  Charles  Oliver,  is 
in  St.  Louis  for  a week’s  holiday. 

E.  C.  Rhoden,  Fox  Midwest  circuit  head, 
and  his  assistant,  Lon  Cox,  went  to  New 
York  City  for  business  deals.  Rhoden,  his 
wife  and  two  children  vacationed  for  a 
week  in  Bermuda. 

Roger  Ferri,  editor  of  The  Dynamo, 
20th-Fox  house  organ,  and  Moe  Levy,  dis- 
trict manager  out  of  Minneapolis,  con- 
ducted a meeting  last  week  of  the  entire 
local  exchange  staff  in  the  interest  of  the 
annual  S.  R.  Kent  sales  drive. 

Florence  Gershon,  National  Screen  hello 
girl,  returned  last  week  from  a three-week 
vacation  in  New  York  where,  among  other 
things,  she  visited  the  Fair.  According  to 
rumor,  Florence  is  slated  to  say  “I  do” 
next  February. 


Write  Us  Your  AIK  CONDITIONING  Wants 
Peterson  "Freezem"  Mig.  & Sales  Co. 
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"Beau  Geste"  Trade  Show! 
"Citizen"  Screenings 

Kansas  City — Paramount  held  a trade 
showing  of  “Beau  Geste”  at  the  Warwick 
Theatre  Friday  afternoon.  The  print  was 
brought  here  by  Cliff  Lewis  of  Paramount’s 
advertising  department  on  the  coast. 

“Our  Leading  Citizen,”  starring  Bob 
Burns,  will  be  screened  at  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  July  26  for 
Governor  Stark  and  his  guests.  The  film 
will  be  shown  the  following  day  at  the 
Grand  Theatre,  Topeka,  Kas.,  for  Gov- 
ernor Ratner  and  his  guests. 


New  Dickson  at  Eldorado: 
Diamond  Will  Manage 

Eldorado,  KIas. — T.  W.  Dickson  of  Cry- 
stal City  and  St.  Clair,  Mo.,  has  leased  the 
Sharp  Bldg.,  here  for  construction  into  a 
new  theatre  which  will  open  around  Sep- 
tember 1.  G.  C.  (Gus)  Diamond,  operator 
of  the  Vogue  Theatre  at  Salina,  Kas.,  and 
the  Howard,  Arkansas  City,  Kas.,  will  man- 
age the  new  Dickson  house. 

The  new  theatre  will  seat  approximately 
600. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  oifice  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS  ~ 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


Omaha  Barkers  Will  Hold 
GoH  Tourney  Aug.  21 

Omaha — Members  of  the  Omaha  Variety 
Club  will  hold  their  annual  golf  tourney 
and  whing-ding  on  August  21  at  Raison 
Park,  according  to  Chief  Barker  Harry  J. 
Shumow,  Metro  boss. 

Glenn  Rogers  of  Film  Transport  is  gen- 
eral chairman  of  the  affair,  which  will 
include  golf,  cards,  a lunch  and  dinner. 
Prizes  will  be  awarded  and  the  usual  hil- 
arity will  prevail,  says  Rogers. 

Rogers  is  being  assisted  in  arrangements 
by  Joe  Jacobs,  Columbia  chief;  Joe  Scott, 
20th-Pox  boss;  Sid  Rose,  Warner  manager; 
Joe  Jacobs,  General  Outdoor  Advertising, 
and  Shumow. 

Tickets  for  the  golf  and  dinner  com- 
bination will  cost  $5  while  the  golf-only 
tickets  will  be  $3. 


Geo.  Hall  Wed 

Omaha — George  Hall,  Rosebowl  Theatre 
at  Franklin,  Neb.,  now  is  a benedict,  ac- 
cording to  reports  that  have  reached  Film- 
row  here.  The  bride  is  a school  teacher. 
Hall  is  a former  sheriff,  is  active  in  civic 
affairs  and  has  been  president  of  the 
Franklin  Chamber  of  Conunerce. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone;  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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JKE  RUBIN,  Paramount  peddler,  is  re- 
cuperating nicely  from  a nose  and 
throat  operation,  we’re  glad  to  report. 
Deal  will  probably  keep  Ike  from  smoking 
one  of  his  pipes  for  a while.  However, 
he’ll  be  in  shape  to  root  for  Nebraska  at 
the  football  games  this  fall! 

Eddie  Forester,  Omaha  manager,  back 
from  New  Mexico  where  he  visited  rela- 
tives. Eddie  had  auto  trouble  most  of  the 
way  but  his  sorrows  turned  to  smiles  when 
he  learned  Liberty  magazine  had  pur- 
chased another  one  of  his  stories  . . . R.  L. 
Fridley,  circuit  owner  from  Danbury,  la., 
was  in  toum. 

Jack  Randall,  Monogram  star,  and  his 
wife  were  here  to  visit  Sol  Francis,  local 
franchise  holder.  Sol  is  15th  in  the  nation 
in  Monogram  sales  . . . Leon  Mendelson, 
Warner  peddler,  has  been  accused  of  hit- 
ting his  big  toe  with  a golf  club  in  order 
to  get  his  name  in  the  column.  Mendy 
pulled  the  same  gag  a year  ago! 

Hulda  Sanders,  Metro  steno,  vacationing 
in  Canada  . . . Norm  Nielsen,  RKO  booker, 
also  on  the  vacation  list.  Norm  stayed  in 
town  to  practice  golf  . . . Leo  Adler,  UA 
traveling  auditor,  in  town  for  his  semi-an- 
nual visit  . . . Bev  Ballanty?ie  wants  to 
take  a trip  to  the  east  coast. 

Dorothy  Grabbert,  20th-Fox  assistant 
cashier,  went  to  Denver  for  a trip  , . . 
Marie  Franken,  RKO  inspectress,  to  the 
east  coast  . , . Mae  Westerman,  Republic 
inspectress,  just  got  back  . . . Madeline 
Speake,  RKO  cashier,  fishing  in  Minne- 
sota. 

R.  E.  Falkenberg,  Majestic  Theatre, 
Lexington,  Neb.,  is  planning  a swell  vaca- 
tion trip  . . . Cliff  Norene,  Paramount 
shipper,  also  one  of  the  lucky  vacationists 
. . . Bessie  Halstead,  RKO  steno,  on  her 
way  to  the  west  coast  . . . Bob  Hansen, 
20th-Fox  booker,  also  on  the  vacation  list. 

Flash!  Despite  the  vacationists  listed  in 
this  column,  we’re  glad  to  report  to  ex- 
hibitors that  Filmrow  is  still  open  and 
operating  ...  Ed  Hinkle,  Granada  'Tliea- 
tre,  Oxford,  Neb.,  now  is  buying  his  pic- 
tures from  Omaha  exchanges.  He  was  for- 
merly a Denver  customer. 

Screening  room  sidelights:  Ralph  Gold- 
berg, Omaha  circuit  owner,  always  sits  in 
the  first  seat  in  the  front  row  . . . Will 
Singer,  Brandeis  manager,  same  row  at 
the  opposite  end  . . . W.  W.  Troxell,  Ne- 
braska exhibitor,  sits  in  the  back  row  . . . 
Lloyd  Honey,  Tecumseh,  Neb.,  any  place 
he  can  find  room  for  his  legs. 

Frank  Hannon,  Warner  peddler,  wants 
a trap  door  in  the  screening  room  floor  for 
critics  and  trade  press  . . . Three  good  pic- 
tures caught  this  week  were  “Indianapolis 
Speedway”  under  the  Warner  banner  and 
“Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  and  “They  Shall 
Have  Music”  from  the  United  Artists  lots 
, . . J.  C.  Eding,  exhibitor  at  Aurelia  and 
Peterson,  la.,  was  on  the  Row. 

Phil  March,  Wayne,  Neb.,  of  the  famous 
exhibitor  family  was  a rare  visitor  to  our 
fair  city.  Also  George  March  from  Ver- 
million, S.  D.  . . . Glenn  Fratt,  Brandeis 
artist,  and  his  wife.  Merle,  Orpheum 


cashier,  went  to  Yellowstone  . . . C.  C. 
Goodrich,  Rialto  Theatre,  Stromsburg, 
Neb.,  was  here. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hower,  exhibitors 
at  Worthington  and  Windom,  Minn.,  were 
here  on  business.  Their  son.  Bob,  was  along 
Sol  Yeager,  RKO  salesman,  will  be  back 
at  work  soon.  He’s  about  recovered  from 
a car  crash  . . . C.  E.  Werden,  Capitol 
Theatre,  Hartley,  la.,  spotted  on  the  Row. 

Fran  Williams,  Joe  Scott’s  secretary, 
leaves  soon  for  a trip  to  Frisco  and  Seat- 
tle. Scott  just  got  back  from  a business 
trip  to  New  York  . . . The  W.  W.  Small’s 
at  Decatur,  Neb.,  have  a cute  daughter 
named  Helen,  our  scouts  tell  us  ..  . J.  L. 
Logan,  the  new  exhibitor  at  Osceola,  Neb., 
was  on  Davenport  street.  Also  Joe  Steeg, 
Time  Theatre,  Primghar,  la. 


"Safety"  Promotion  Tieup 
Effected  With  Oil  Firm 

Harpusonville,  Mo. — Cooperating  with 
the  Pollock  Oil  Co.,  the  Perkins,  under  the 
management  of  Raymond  McKittrick,  col- 
laborated in  a special  “safety”  promotion 
for  the  Fourth  of  July.  The  theatre  show- 
ed a group  of  safety  films  at  the  theatre 
two  days  before  the  Fourth.  The  films 
presented  the  many  common  mistakes 
made  in  driving  and  how  they  can  be 
prevented. 

The  Missouri  State  Highway  Patrol  gave 
away  pamphlets  at  the  theatre  explaining 
driving  and  traffic  rules.  The  oil  com- 
pany gave  three  prizes,  each  consisting  of 
24  quarts  of  motor  oil,  and  the  Perkins 
presented  a pass  to  the  three  winners  of 
the  contest  for  the  best  safety  slogan. 

The  theatre  got  plenty  of  publicity  from 
the  promotion  in  the  local  paper. 


Susan  Hayward  Will  Be 
Minneapolis  Visitor 

Minneapolis  — Susan  Hayward,  new 
Paramount  film  find,  will  be  here  Mon- 
day, accompanying  Terry  De  Lapp,  Para- 
mount publicity  head,  who  also  is  bring- 
ing a print  of  his  company’s  “Beau  Geste,” 
in  which  Miss  Hayward  plays  her  first 
major  role. 

The  picture  will  be  given  an  invitation 
trade  showing  for  exhibitors  and  news- 
papermen at  the  Rialto,  Monday  afternoon. 


Bostonian  in  Omaha 

Omah.a — Joseph  P.  Smith  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  has  joined  the  RKO  sales  staff  here, 
succeeding  Ralph  Olson,  who  recently  re- 
signed to  work  for  Universal  as  a sales- 
man out  of  the  Des  Moines  exchange. 


Olsen  Succeeds  Ofe 

Omaha — Art  Olsen  jr.  has  been  named 
treasurer  of  the  Omaha  Theatre  to  suc- 
ceed Art  Ofe,  who  resigned.  Chet  Wash- 
burn has  been  promoted  to  chief  of  service. 


St.  Johns  Name  Change 

St.  Johns,  Kas.  — Warren  Weber’s  De 
Luxe  Theatre  will  be  known  as  the  Pix 
when  it  reopens  in  September  following 
renovations. 


(Continued  from  page  92) 

rested  up  by  time  he  returns  (confidential- 
ly, Chick,  you  oughta  see  ’em  loaf!)  . . . 
Ann  Lipovac,  Pat  Goodnough,  and  Ray 
Butcher  are  among  those  gamboling  with 
the  mosquitos  in  vacation  spots  . . . Mary 
Benjamin  has  let  loose  of  the  Columbia 
purse-strings  for  time  out  in  California 
. . . Edith  Leavit,  Dave  Gold  and  Ida 
Peters  have  deserted  Fox  for  a while. 

We  sat  two  stools  away  from  A.  E. 
Thiele  at  the  Brown  Drug  the  other  night 
while  he  concentrated  on  a sandwich 
(ham,  Thiele?)  . . . He  was  so  engrossed 
or  sleepy  (it  was  11:30)  that  he  didn’t 
even  see  us  ..  . That  same  afternoon, 
we  encountered  News  Flashes  Jerrel 
in  the  Fort  Des  Moines  coffee  shop 
after  ive  had  dropped  $1.15  (nearly  six 
Boxoffice  inches)  for  tidbits  to  tempt 
the  Mitzi’s  appetite  which  has  gone  coy 
on  us  because  of  a brand  new  tonsillotomy. 

Terry  DeLapp’s  scheduled  visit  here 
with  a print  of  “Beau  Geste”  almost 
pulled  his,  the  R&T’s,  Ashby’s  and  the  state 
fair’s  redhead  contest  out  of  the  frying  pan 
into  ashes.  But  thanks  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  telephone  (take  that,  Clayton)  it’s  all 
straightened  out  now  and  the  contest  to 
pick  Iowa’s  redliead  queen — to  be  chosen 
from  25  finalists  by  Susan  Hayward  at 
the  Iowa  State  fair — was  launched  last 
Sunday.  She’ll  get  a screen  test  and  a 
trip  to  Hollywood. 

Warners’  Sam  Clark,  Monroe  Rubinger 
and,  yes,  even  dapper  Bob  Taplinger  have 
been  having  apoplexy  over  failure  to  get 
advance  word  out  on  Lola  Lane’s  trip  to 
Iowa  with  her  mother.  And  with  the 
“Daughters  Courageous”  campaign  on,  too. 

Elfrieda  Skraggs  who  was  hauled  to 
Hollywood  to  crown  Susan  Hayward  queen 
of  America’s  redheads  after  the  Titianettes 
here  gave  her  the  title,  was  really  enthus- 
iastic in  her  first  letter  back  to  the  R&T. 
Her  second  revealed  it  was  ghost  written 
by  the  Paramount  publicity  department. 
But  she  had  to  admit  she  was  having  a 
time  of  her  life,  regardless  of  who  wrote 
her  letters. 

Dubugue  is  aflutter  over  the  Warner 
contract  offered  Jane  Kies  of  that  city. 
Jane’s  19  and  is  the  younger  sister  of  Mar- 
garet Kies — Lindsay  to  you,  film  people, 
and  she’s  with  Warner,  too. 

Get  United  Artists’  Art  Catlin  to  write 
you  a letter  if  you  want  to  see  a tricky 
signature  ...  If  all  the  phone  calls  Tri- 
States  and  the  R&T  received  about  that 
Therese  Dawn  were  laid  end  to  end  they 
would  reach  clear  to  the  Hays  office  for 
the  authentic  information  on  her  film 
scouting  activities  . . . Parker  Mize  sold 
his  movie-making  machine  for  $4.50  . . . 
which  must  put  the  industry  at  a pretty 
low  ebb  . . . Jimmy  Ellison’s  guest  col- 
umn (Ellison  to  Unkefer  to  Clayton  to 
Ashby)  reveals  the  reason  for  his  stage 
fright  at  Guthrie  Center,  la.  He  had  tom 
his  pants  . . . Eleven-year-old  LeRoy  Clark 
didn’t  enjoy  being  locked  in  the  Iowa 
Theatre  here  Friday  night.  He  fell  asleep 
and  didn’t  wake  up  until  1 a.  m.  Courtesy, 
not  neglect,  prevents  naming  the  picture 
that  put  him  to  sleep. 
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Ernol  Hiller  Winner 
In  Golf  Tournament 

Minneapolis — Ernot  Hiller,  young  ex- 
hibitor and  ace  golfer,  was  the  winner  of 
the  championship  flight  and  also  the 
medalist  at  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club’s 
annual  golf  tournament  at  Oak  Ridge 
Country  Club.  Runner-up  was  Charles 
Perrine  of  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
Hiller’s  gross  score  was  78,  four  above 
pair;  Perrine’s  was  81. 

Other  low  gross  scores  were  C.  L.  Hil- 
ler, father  of  Ernot,  80;  A.  Berg,  82;  T. 
Stecher,  83;  R.  Johnson,  84;  B.  M.  Rose, 
84;  Harry  Eisenberg,  85;  D.  Rullifson,  85; 
Paul  Mans,  86;  O.  Berg,  86;  Clyde  Cutter, 
86;  C.  Rubenstein,  86;  Ben  Friedman,  87; 
Don  Crosier,  87,  and  I.  Rudick,  87. 

Mike  Green  chalked  up  low  net — 67. 
C.  L.  Hiller  and  Rollie  Johnson  were  tied 
for  second  place  and  Paul  Mans  finished 
fourth. 

Flight  winners  who  received  prizes  of 
zipper  bags  and  raincoats  included:  “Son- 
ny” Rose;  Charlie  Rubenstein,  A.  Krubiak, 
Joe  Powers,  Bill  Elson,  Ralph  Green,  Wil- 
liam Baker,  D.  Bloom,  Sam  Zuckman,  C. 
K.  Olson  and  Don  Buckley. 

The  Fred  Cubberly  trophy  went  to  Er- 
not Hiller.  His  father,  C.  L.,  won  it  the 
first  year  of  its  award  in  1934. 

At  the  elaborate  dinner  at  which  the 
prizes  were  awarded.  Bill  Elson,  the  toast- 
master, asked  and  received  a hand  for 
Gilbert  Nathanson  for  the  latter’s  work 
as  committee  chairman  in  making  the 
tournament  an  outstanding  success.  On 
his  part,  Nathanson  praised  Elson  and 
other  members  of  his  committee. 


Rich  Crops  Heartening  in 
Minneapolis  Territory 

Minneapolis — Outlook  for  the  show 
business  in  this  territory  is  brightened  by 
favorable  crop  indications.  It’s  now  esti- 
mated Minnesota,  North  and  South  Da- 
kota and  Montana  will  realize  $145,000,000 
from  their  harvests.  The  Minneapolis 
Tribune  asserts  it  will  be  the  biggest 
money  crop  in  recent  years. 

If  agriculture  is  prosperous,  all  lines  of 
business,  including  the  theatrical,  thrive, 
it’s  pointed  out.  This  territory  is  mainly 
dependent  on  agriculture’s  prosperity  for 
its  well-being  and  if  present  prospects  are 
realized  grosses  should  be  greatly  stimu- 
lated, in  the  opinion  of  industry  leaders 
here. 

Current  estimates  of  the  Tribune  have 
been  based  on  studies  of  the  North  Da- 
kota association.  The  Tribune  declares 
these  associations  speak  authoritatively  on 
farm  economics. 


Sauk  Center,  Springiield 
Houses  to  Baer  Bros. 

Sauk  Center,  Minn. — The  Baer  broth- 
ers, owners  of  theatres  at  Bemidji,  Brain- 
erd  and  elsewhere,  have  acquired  theatres 
here  and  at  Springfield,  Minn.,  from  Bert 
Parsons.  Bennie  Berger  also  has  a house 
here  as  well  as  at  Bemidji  and  Brainerd. 


J^OWELL  KAPLAN,  one  of  Eddie  Ruben’s 

bright  young  men,  and  Billy  Evidon, 
Columbia  head  booker,  motoring  to  Cali- 
fornia . . . Hannah  Pederson,  M-G-M  in- 
formation girl,  back  from  her  Bermuda 
vacation  looking  like  a million  dollars  . . . 
Morrie  Abrams,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  happy 
again.  The  wife  and  daughter  are  back 
from  their  New  York  World’s  Pair  vaca- 
tion . . . Harry  Hirsch  in  Chicago  this 
week,  lining  up  attractions  for  his  Gayety 
stock  burlesque  season  which  starts  Aug- 
ust 18  . . . Gordie  Greene,  Minnesota  The- 
atre impresario,  also  in  the  Windy  City 
on  similar  business. 

It  was  a real  Hollywood  premiere  for  the 
Minnesota  Theatre’s  reopening  Monday 
7iight.  Here’s  success  to  Gordie  Greene, 
a regular  fellow.  May  the  Minnesota  pros- 
per continuously  urider  his  guidance  . . . 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  a boxoffice  sen- 
sation at  the  State  where  it  ran  for  two 
weeks  to  the  summer’s  largest  crowds  by 
far,  has  moved  over  to  the  Century  for  an 
extension  of  its  loop  first-run  . . . Bill 
Cameron  and  George  Turner,  ace  M-G-M 
salesmen,  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
their  side-kick,  Morrie  Abrams,  in  hav- 
ing their  fortunes  told.  Morrie  says  that 
what  the  palmist  told  the  pair  wouldn’t 
look  good  in  print. 

Bill  Sears  continuing  to  line  up  big 
stage  shows  for  his  Orpheum.  Latest  book- 
ing is  the  newest  edition  of  the  “Folies 
Bergere,”  one  of  the  most  sumptuous  and 
expensive  attractions  ever  sent  out  and 
now  playing  the  San  Francisco  Exposition. 
Show  has  been  doing  a record-breaking 
business  ever  since  it  hit  the  west  coast 
. . . Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Palls, 
Minn.;  Jack  Hey  wood,  New  Richmond, 
Wis.,  and  W.  M.  Miller,  Cloquet,  Minn.  . . . 
W.  A.  Steffes  hibernating  at  his  northern 
Minnesota  estate  . . . Bennie  Berger  lucky 
as  usual  in  his  latest  prizefight  bets. 

Twin  City  Variety  Club  golf  tour7iament 
notes:  Tourriament  was  largest  attended 
a7id  07ie  of  most  successful  ever  held  by 
the  club  . . . Don  Buckley  had  day’s 
highest  gross  score,  135,  but  Be7i7iie  Ber- 

A Booth  Fire  on  Opening 
Night  at  Tracy,  Minn. 

Tracy,  Minn. — At  the  opening  show  of 
the  new  Tracy  Theatre,  opened  here  by 
James  Anderson  of  Winthrop,  Minn.,  part 
of  the  film  of  “Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris” 
caught  afire,  doing  so  much  damage  to 
the  booth  and  its  equipment  that  the 
theatre  was  forced  to  close  for  more  than 
a week. 


Tilton  Names  Reese 

Des  Moines — Elmer  Tilton,  Republic 
Pictures  franchise  holder  in  Iowa  and  Ne- 
braska, has  employed  Carl  Reese  as  man- 
ager of  the  Omaha  office. 

Reese,  formerly  a salesman  for  20th- 
Century  Fox  in  Omaha,  also  is  a partner 
in  the  office.  He  has  been  in  the  film 
business  for  30  years. 


ger,  S.  E.  Heller  and  Ben  Blotcky  ran  him 
close  seconds,  with  129,  126  and  125,  re- 
spectively. W.  A.  Steffes,  George  Gran- 
stro7n  and  A.  P.  Bill  played  their  annual 
game — all  of  three  holes.  It  took  them  so 
many  strokes  they  lost  track  of  them. 
Jackie  Cohn  got  a prize  award  because  he 
atte7ids  every  tour7iame7it  although  not  a 
golfer.  There  was  ple7ity  of  excuse  for  Ben 
Blotcky’ s high  score.  It  was  the  first  time 
he  had  played  in  two  years. 

Don  Buckley  established  some  kind  of 
a record.  He  finished  with  the  highest 
score  ever  knovm  to  win  a prize  award  in 
his  flight.  Rollie  Johnson,  the  radio  sports’ 
announcer,  bet  on  himself  in  the  Calcutta 
and  on  his  $4  wager  pulled  down  $50.25. 
Not  so  worse.  Mike  Green  delivered  for 
Ben  Blotcky.  “Red”  Allen,  the  club  pro, 
sold  chances  on  expensive  sets  of  clubs 
and  irons.  The  winners  were  that  lucky 
Bennie  Berger  and  Gilbert  Nathanson. 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  arrangements. 

A.  P.  Bill  closed  a deal  with  W.  A.  Steffes 
for  the  installation  of  new  RCA  sou7id  in 
the  latter’s  World  Theatre.  Bill  a7id  the 
wife  now  m New  York,  eiijoying  the 
World’s  Fair  . . . Lou  Elman,  RKO  Des 
Moines  branch  ma7iager,  a visitor  . . . 
Claude  Dickmson,  Universal  head  booker, 
vacationing  at  Detroit  Lakes,  Mi7i7i.,  re- 
sort . . . Bernice  Kro7iick  of  the  Bennie 
Berger  office  staff  engaged  to  wed  Mel 
Sch7ieider  . . . Peck  Gomersall,  Universal 
district  manager,  in  town  . . . George 
Miner  of  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  ow7ier  of  the 
circuit  bearing  his  name,  here  after  re- 
covermg  from  a 7iear-attack  of  pneumonia. 
He  was  in  the  hospital  four  days. 

R.  W.  Wilson,  formerly  with  Universal 
in  Canada,  now  a member  of  the  local 
exchange’s  sales  staff  under  Harold  B. 
Johnson.  He’ll  cover  South  Dakota,  suc- 
ceeding Sylvan  Leff  who  has  taken  over 
the  southern  Minnesota  territory  . . . Jack 
Lacy,  veteran  theatrical  man,  back  from 
Hollywood  where  he  spent  the  past  year 
...  A.  A.  Schubart,  manager  of  exchange 
operations  from  the  RKO  New  York  home 
office,  a visitor. 

Auto  Accident  Fatal  to 
Schreiber  of  Wisner 

WiSNER,  Neb. — M.  E.  Schreiber,  opera- 
tor of  the  Royal  Theatre,  was  fatally  in- 
jured in  an  auto-truck  crash  here.  Schrei- 
ber also  was  a prominent  banker  and  was 
39  years  old. 

His  wife  and  a son.  Merlin  E.  Schreiber 
jr.,  survive. 


Remodel  at  Allerton 

Allerton,  Ia. — The  Allerton  Holding  Co. 
will  proceed  at  once  with  the  remodeling 
of  its  theatre  here. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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UiNCE  asking  you  to  insert  our  adver- 
tisement in  four  issues  of  your  magazine, 
we  have  sold  the  theatre  in  question.  We, 

therefore,  will  ask  that  you  do  not  run 
this  advertisement  in  any  more  issues.* 

We  have  received  the  various  replies  that 
you  have  forwarded  to  us  and  congratulate 
you  on  the  returns  that  you  get  from  classi- 
fied advertisements  in  your  weekly  paper." 

— W.  N.  Pettibone, 

HANNIBAL,  MO. 


*It  required  only  TWO  issues 
to  make  this  theatre  sale. 


o^i/is.  [udunt  ^nlwJ.'Uj 
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Everybody  Has  Key  to  Future 
UDT  Course,  Except  UDT 


Schwartz,  Myers  File 
Suit  Against  Majors 

Frankfort,  Ky. — Charging  conspiracy  in 
restraint  of  trade,  a suit  against  seven 
major  film  companies  and  the  Frankfort 
Amusement  Co.,  operating  four  theatres  in 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  has  been  filed  by  Harry 
Schwartz  and  George  Myers,  operators  of 
the  New  Theatre,  Frankfort.  The  suit  al- 
leges a conspiracy  that  permits  first,  sec- 
ond and  third  run  films  to  be  distributed 
to  the  Frankfort  Amusement  Co.  only  and 
not  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  seeks  damages  to 
the  extent  of  $25,000  under  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  act. 

Defendants  are  20th-Fox,  Republic  Pic- 
tures of  Ohio,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  M-G-M  of 
Texas,  RKO,  Paramount,  United  Artists 
and  W.  J.  Hulette,  Sam  Lee  and  Ethel 
Sparks,  executives  of  the  Frankfort  Amuse- 
ment Co. 


Steve  Dascalos  Asquires 
Lease  on  Pitt  House 

Pittsburgh — Steve  Dascalos  has  acquired 
a long-term  lease  on  the  Lando-Grand 
Theatre,  Center  Ave.,  and  the  auditorium, 
lobby  and  front  are  being  modernized  for 
opening  of  the  house  around  the  first  of 
August. 

The  theatre  was  operated  successfully 
by  Harry  Hendel  and  Nathan  Rosen  before 
they  opened  the  New  Granada,  a block 
away.  Since  then  the  house  was  operated 
by  the  owner,  William  Lando,  with  pic- 
tures and  vdth  Jewish  stock  companies. 
For  a long  period  the  theatre  has  been 
dark. 

Dascalos,  former  Wilkinsburg  exhibitor, 
who  was  forced  out  of  the  theatre  business 
and  later  active  at  Rankin,  has  been  busy 
for  a number  of  weeks  with  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  modernization  of  the 
Lando-Grand. 


Shea  Controls  Ohio  Town 
With  Two-Theatre  Deal 

Dover,  Ohio — The  Shea  circuit  now  is  in 
control  of  the  town  with  acquisition  of  the 
State  and  Nugent.  The  third  and  last 
house,  the  Bexley,  already  is  part  of  the 
chain. 


Ashtabula,  Ohio — The  Bula  has  been  an- 
nexed by  the  Shea  circuit,  giving  that  group 
control  of  the  situation  here  with  a total 
of  four  houses.  The  Palace  is  the  “A” 
house  and  the  others,  the  Caso  and  State. 


New  York — E.  C.  Grainger,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Shea  string,  is  on  a three 
weeks’  tour  of  the  circuit’s  holdings. 


Beecher  to  Goldman 

Cincinnati — J.  F.  Goldman,  president  of 
Roosevelt  & Lincoln  Theatres  here,  has 
acquired  the  Beecher,  which  he  will  oper- 
ate after  making  a few  alterations. 


By  H.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — Following  the  resignation  of 
George  W.  Trendle  as  president  of  United 
Detroit  Theatres,  the  local  industry  has 
been  agog  with  rumors  of  drastic  changes 
affecting  the  circuit  or  possibly  an  even 
wider  sector  of  the  theatre  industry  in  this 
area.  Careful  check  at  the  offices  of  the 
circuit  discloses  no  actual  changes  yet 
taking  place,  and  the  atmosphere  there  is 
far  calmer  than  that  in  the  rumor-mart 
outside. 

Trendle  is  supposed  to  remain  at  the 
helm  until  August  1,  and  the  actual  “suc- 
cession” may  not  be  determined  until  that 
time,  or  even  later.  Trendle  personally 
appears  relieved  at  the  prospect  of  being 
relieved  of  theatre  responsibilities  to  con- 
centrate upon  radio. 

Deal  for  the  future  of  the  theatres  re- 
mains in  the  dark.  Leonard  Goldenson,  the 
Paramount  executive  who  has  been  here 
checking  over  the  whole  local  industry 
setup,  is  expected  to  make  his  report  to 
Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  president,  this 
week,  and  it  should  be  a matter  of  several 
days  before  any  decision  is  reached  on  this 
basis. 

Referring  to  personnel,  Goldenson  said 
here,  “There  is  no  possibility  or  intention 
whatever  of  making  any  change  in  the 
local  personnel.” 

Directors  to  Name  Successor 

The  formal  appointment  of  a president 
to  succeed  Trendle  would  be  by  the  di- 
rectors of  UDT,  but  the  directors  them- 
selves all  represent  Paramount  and  meet- 
ings are  held  at  New  York,  although  the 
company  is  a Michigan  corporation,  ac- 
cording to  information  given  Boxoffice. 

The  possibility  of  a change  in  the  cor- 
porate setup  is  seriously  reported,  although 
this  is  considered  unlikely,  in  view  of  the 
determination  to  keep  each  local  operating 
unit  separate  from  the  national  body.  A 
Paramount  executive,  even  Barney  Bala- 
ban himself,  might  assume  the  title  of 
president  of  UDT,  while  another  man  who 
would  be  the  operating  executive  would  be 
given  the  title  of  general  manager.  The 
corporate  form  is  obviously  of  less  import- 
ance than  the  actual  personnel  of  the  new 
management. 

In  the  absence  of  any  facts,  local  rumor 
has  brought  up  a series  of  guesses  on  the 
situation.  Among  the  more  plausible  re- 
ports are  the  following: 

1.  That  another  Paramount  partner,  but 
not  any  of  the  well-known  chain  operators, 
will  be  brought  in  to  operate  here.  This 
is  considered  the  most  likely  solution,  as 
it  would  in  effect  continue  the  same  gen- 
eral relation  for  Paramount,  and  not  give 
control  of  the  theatres  in  the  fourth 
largest  city  in  the  country  to  an  existing 
major  chain.  The  contingency  of  the  gov- 
ernment anti-trust  suit  lends  plausibility 
to  this  solution. 

2.  That  Balaban  & Katz  will  come  in 
to  operate,  inasmuch  as  they  have  some 
basic  interests  in  the  Detroit  situation 
through  their  investment  when  the  houses 
now  a part  of  the  UDT  chain  were  built. 
This  is  unlikely,  in  view  of  the  anti-trust 


suit,  and  was  explicitly  denied  by  Barney 
Balaban  in  New  York,  according  to  report. 

3.  Tliat  the  circuit  may  break  up.  All 
forms  of  dissolution  are  suggested,  but  the 
fact  that  the  second  and  subsequent  run 
houses  need  the  first  runs  for  buying 
strength  and  vice  versa  constitutes  the 
strongest  argument  against  this.  Some  re- 
adjustment of  downtown  houses  is  possible. 
Most  present  leases  on  the  houses  have 
some  years  to  go,  and  the  UDT  setup  is 
strong  enough  in  Detroit  to  make  it  un- 
likely that  Paramount  would  voluntarily 
release  the  houses.  There  are  some  “weak 
sisters,”  but  even  in  these  cases,  competi- 
tive situations  and  the  need  for  a united 
buying  strength  make  the  retention  of 
practically  all  units  desirable,  unless  they 
could  be  disposed  of  ynth  an  agreement 
to  discontinue  their  use  as  theatres. 

4.  That  operation  will  be  somewhat  more 
directly  controlled  from  New  York,  with 
effective  local  operating  control  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  personnel.  A resident 
manager  would  presumably  be  appointed 
in  this  case,  and  Jack  Frost,  who  once 
headed  the  circuit  for  Paramount,  and  un- 
derstood now  to  be  in  Georgia,  has  been 
named  as  a possibility  for  the  post.  The 
present  local  staff  contains  executive  tal- 
ent equal  to  the  task,  and  this  solution 
is  possible.  Earl  Hudson,  who  for  the 
past  several  months  has  been  executive 
assistant  to  Trendle,  has  been  mentioned 
in  Boxoffice  last  week.  He  has  been  in 
close  touch  with  the  situation  for  several 
months  and  could  easily  step  in. 

5.  That  a local  circuit  might  take  over 
the  bulk  or  all  of  the  houses.  While  this 
would  prove  desirable  from  some  stand- 
points, this  angle  is  considered  highly  un- 
likely and  only  an  ultimate  possibility. 

6.  That  some  form  of  merger  with  the 
Butterfield  circuit  would  be  arranged.  But- 
terfield, 100  theatres  strong,  has  most  of 
the  best  locations  in  the  state,  but  no 
theatres  in  Detroit,  and  such  a combination 
might  seem  an  ideal  state  tieup,  but  every 
probability  is  against  it.  The  two  circuits 
have  got  along  together  for  decades  with 
a sort  of  gentleman’s  agreement  that  each 
would  not  go  into  the  other’s  territory,  an 
agreement  the  observance  of  which  has 
long  been  a tribute  to  the  friendly  rela- 
tions between  them.  There  is  no  reason, 
accordingly,  for  any  merger  as  each  cir- 
cuit has  totally  different  interests — one 
city,  the  other  upstate.  This  particular  ru- 
mor appears  to  have  arisen  largely  from  a 
flying  visit  that  Goldenson  paid  to  Edward 
C.  Beatty,  Butterfield  president,  at  Manis- 
tee. The  fact  that  Butterfield  also  is  a 
Paramount  affiliate,  and  friendly  personal 
relations  between  the  officials,  may  suf- 
ficiently account  for  this  visit. 


Raft  Star  in  Remake 

Hollywood — George  Raft  will  star  in 
Warner’s  remake  of  “The  Patent  Leather 
Kid.”  Jo  Pagano  is  writing  the  script. 


Yawitz  to  Universal 

Hollywood — Paul  Yawitz  has  signed  a 
writing  ticket  at  Universal. 
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ClfMCIMMATlI 

JOE  GOETZ,  founder  of  the  Cincinnati 

Bookers’  Club,  was  elected  president  and 
chief  booker  unanimously  for  the  fourth 
term  at  the  annual  business  meeting,  July 
14.  Warner’s  Jimmy  Brunetti  was  elected 
secretary-treasurer  and  assistant  booker 
for  the  second  term.  Sam  Oshrey  was  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  baseball  team  and 
elected  captain,  for  their  annual  clash  with 
the  shippers.  M-G-M’s  Red  Devaney  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  charity  com- 
mittee. A very  enjoyable  social  followed 
the  election.  Other  important  business  was 
the  appoin*^ment  of  Mrs.  Will  Shakespeare, 
the  only  woman  exhibitor  in  Cincinnati  to 
be  so  honored,  as  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Bookers’  Club.  Mrs.  Shakespeare  is 
cwner  of  the  National  Tlieatre. 

Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  peneral  mana- 
aer.  RKO  Theatres,  returned  from  a vaca- 
tion on  the  coast  . . . E.  V.  Dinerman,  head 
of  RKO  publicity  here,  vrith  Mrs.  Diner- 
man.  departed  for  a vacation  in  Canada.. 

Lee  Goldberg  with  Mrs.  Goldberg  and 
son.  Jay,  left  for  New  York  City  July  13 
on  business  to  be  followed  by  several  weeks 
vacationing  at  Atlantic  City. 

Warner’s  Lenore  Schmidt  left  for  a 
meek’s  vacation,  expressing  her  thanks  on 
departure  to  the  exhibitors  for  their  aid 
in  the  Booker’s  Drive  . . . Columbia’s  Jim 
Curran  is  vacationing  in  Boston  . . . Les- 
ter Rosenfeld  is  leaving  for  Canada  . . . 
RKO’s  Gus  Bedout  is  also  vacationing. 

O J.  Minnix.  Southland  Theatre,  Lon- 
don, Ky.,  is  again  a candidate  for  circuit 
court  clerk  at  London  . . . Martin  Shear, 
manager  of  the  Strand,  Newport,  will  also 
manage  the  Hippodrome  Theatre,  New- 
port. in  the  new  combine  now  known  as 
the  H&S  Amusement  Co. 

The  Felicity  Theatre,  Felicity.  Ohio,  has 
closed  . . . J.  C.  Baldwin  has  taken  over 
the  Linda  Theatre  from  E.  Hatem,  and 
changed  the  name  to  the  Shawnee  . . . 
Universal's  Naomi  Gordon  left  for  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair.  Sugar  and  Honey 
Bockeiaae  left  for  Indian  Lake  where  they 
have  taken  a cottage. 

J.  Goldman,  owner  of  the  Lincoln  and 
and  Roosevelt,  colored  houses,  has  ac- 
quired the  Beecher,  Walnut  Hills,  Cincin- 
nati. giving  him  sole  control  of  the  colored 
theatres  in  this  city. 

Queen  City  Variety  Club.  Joe  Goetz  of 
RKO  Theatres,  and  Madame  Reaume, 
mother  of  Tyrone  Power,  now  visiting  in 
Cincinnati,  were  hosts  to  a party  for  the 
Convalescent  Children’s  Home,  July  17. 
A Tyrone  Power  feature  and  ice  cream  and 
cake  were  served. 

Drives  are  the  highlights  of  the  week. 
20th-Fox’s  S.  R.  Kent  drive  opens  in  mid- 
August  with  Morton  Levy,  drive  leader, 
Herman  Wobber,  general  sales  manager, 
and  E.  A.  Burkhardt,  local  drive  leader 
for  the  Cincinnati  office. 

M-G-M’s  Tom  Conners’  efficiency  drive 
find  the  locals  well  to  the  forward.  The 
five  leading  contestants  will  have  their 
choice  of  a trip  to  either  fair,  on  east  or 
west  coast,  and  the  privilege  of  designat- 
ing two  from  each  office  to  go  along,  with 
all  expenses  paid.  Salary  and  bonus  checks 


are  also  offered  as  bait  and  the  drive  em- 
braces all  departments. 

O.  B.  Taylor,  Williamstown,  Ky.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Clutts,  Wellston,  Ohio; 
Virgil  A.  Jackson,  Columbus,  who  has  taken 
back  the  Picadilly  Theatre,  and  changed 
the  name  to  Olentangy,  were  seen  on  Film- 
row.  The  other  callers  were  L.  C.  Schuni- 
man,  the  State,  London,  Ohio;  C.  E.  Jus- 
tus, Columbus;  Price  Coomer,  Harlan,  Ky. 


While  at  the  Fair — 

Carl  A.  Poke,  of  the  Shilok  Theatre, 

Pittsburgh,  is  a visitor  to  Paramount’s 

World’s  Fair  headquarters  in  the  home 

office. 

Dissension  Arises  in 
Cleveland's  MPEA 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exhibitors  Ass’n,  one  of  the  oldest  as- 
sociations of  motion  picture  exhibitors  in 
the  country,  is  threatened  with  the  first 
break  in  its  ranks  since  its  formation  30 
years  ago. 

Tlie  dissenters  are  composed  of  a group 
of  20  or  more  theatre  owners  and  include 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  leading  circuits. 
They  have  asked  for  a reorganization  of 
the  association  covering  the  system  of  vot- 
ing. It  is  their  contention  that,  in  order 
to  offer  equal  representation  within  the 
organization,  every  member  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  vote.  At  the  present  time, 
voting  is  by  theatres.  This  group  of  re- 
organizationists  claim  that  the  plan  of 
voting  by  theatres  throws  the  control  of 
the  organization  entirely  into  the  hands  of 
the  several  largest  circuit  owners,  who,  by 
virtue  of  their  large  theatre  holdings,  are 
in  a position  to  out-vote  any  measures  pro- 
posed by  any  group  outside  their  own  cir- 
cuits. 

These  circuits  are  accused  of  controlling 
the  voting  power  of  the  organization  and 
it  is  this  alleged  control  that  is  being  op- 
enly fought  by  the  larger  number  of  mem- 
bers who,  however,  by  reason  of  their 
smaller  number  of  theatres,  claim  to  have 
a minority  voice  with  no  power  of  repre- 
sentation. 

Unless  a change  is  made  in  the  by-laws 
of  the  organization,  providing  equal  repre- 


Leo  Makes  a Deal — 


A deal  with  Loew’s  for  new  season 
product  for  the  Warner  houses  in  the 
Ohio  zone  has  just  been  concluded,  as 
the  principals  are  grouped  about  the 
M-G-M  information  booth  in  New 
York.  Left  to  right  are:  Nat  Wolf, 
Warner  Ohio  zone  manager;  John  J. 
Maloney,  M-G-M  district  manager; 
Leonard  Schlesinger,  assistant  to  Jos- 
eph Bernhard,  general  manager  of 
Warner  Theatres;  Frank  D.  Drew, 
M-G-M  Cleveland  branch  manager; 
Saul  Bragin,  booker  for  Warner  Ohio 
theatres. 

ITO  of  Ohio  Stands 
With  Parent  Body 

Cleveland  — The  independent  theatre 
owners  of  the  northern  Ohio  area,  in  a 
meeting  here  passed  a resolution  upholding 
the  action  of  national  Allied  in  reject- 
ing the  trade  practice  code. 

Prior  to  presentation  to  the  body  of  the 
resolution,  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  ex- 
plained the  articles  of  the  code  as  pre- 
sented in  Minneapolis  at  the  national  Al- 
lied convention,  pointing  out  in  detail  the 
specific  instances  which  met  Allied’s  op- 
position. These  included  the  articles  on 
short  subjects,  score  charges,  and  arbitra- 
tion. The  exhibitors  present  expressed 
themselves  in  favor  of  arbitration  as  a 
means  of  settling  intra-industry  disputes, 
but  opposed  the  arbitration  setup  in  the 
proposed  code,  which,  they  claim,  is  more 
favorable  to  the  producer-distributor  group 
than  to  the  independent  theatre  owner 
group. 

The  business  meeting  was  preceded  by 
a buffet  luncheon. 


Wead  to  Goldwyn 

Hollywood — Lieut.  Commander  Frank 
Wead  has  joined  the  writing  staff  of  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn. 


sentation  with  every  member  having  a 
voice  in  its  government,  the  group  threat- 
ens to  withdraw  and  to  form  another  local 
exhibitor  organization. 
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Sales  Tax  Issue  Is  an 
Induslry  Millslone 

Columbus,  Ohio — Action  during  past  two 
weeks  on  the  two  taxpayer’s  suits  per- 
taining to  payment  of  sales  tax  on  film 
rentals  indicates  quite  clearly  the  industry 
is  at  bat  with  two  strikes  already  called. 
First  in  a series  of  significant  moves  came 
with  statement  of  William  S.  Evatt,  Ohio 
tax  commissioner,  that  he  is  of  the  opin- 
ion the  tax  should  be  collected. 

The  assistant  attorney  general,  Aubrey 
Wendt,  asked  the  Franklin  county  court 
of'  appeals  for  a ruling  on  the  exact  legal 
status  of  the  cases.  He  admitted  frankly 
he  had  orders  from  Commissioner  Evatt 
not  to  defend  the  suits.  Wendt  said,  “It’s 
the  industry’s  baby — let  them  take  care  of 
it.” 

At  the  same  time  Carlton  S.  Dargusch, 
ITO  attorney,  and  Robert  Barton,  special 
MPPDA  counsel,  were  turned  down  by  the 
court  when  they  requested  permission  to 
name  “interested  parties”  as  defendants. 
-The  “interested  parties”  were  Exhibitor 
Frank  J.  Ferguson,  Avondale  Theatre,  Co- 
lumbus, for  the  ITO,  and  Universal  and 
Cleveland  Theatres,  Inc.,  for  MPPDA.  How- 
ever, the  court  agreed  to  permit  filing  of 
briefs  on  August  1,  explaining  more  in 
detail  why  such  requests  should  be  allowed. 

Although  not  confirmed  by  official  rec- 


ords, Boxoffice  learned  exclusively  that 
Ohio  has  been  collecting  sales  tax  right 
along  on  certain  film.  Ed  Cole,  chief  of 
the  sales  tax  legal  staff,  is  the  authority. 
He  stated,  without  qualification,  “In  cases 
of  industrial  and  other  non-theatrical  film 
the  tax  has  been  collected.”  As  an  example 
he  cited  automobile  dealers  renting  product 
film  from  the  manufacturer.  When  an  at- 
tempt was  made  by  a Boxoffice  correspon- 
dent to  examine  sales  tax  audits  it  was 
revealed  that  “orders  have  been  issued  to 
consider  such  records  as  confidential  data.” 

In  Ohio  the  sales  tax  law  reads  that 
all  rentals  shall  be  subjected  to  a three  per 
cent  tax.  The  old  commission  ruled  film 
rentals  were  exempt.  Yet  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  this  exemption  ruling  the  tax  is  be- 
ing collected  on  non-theatricals.  Conse- 
quently, the  question  is  how  the  commis- 
sion differentiated  between  the  two  types 
of  film — or  if  they  did. 


Dismantle  at  Columbus 

Columbus,  Ohio — Current  dismantling  of 
the  1,000-seat  Majestic  in  the  heart  of 
the  downtown  district  substantiates  a re- 
port that  the  house,  operated  under  lease 
by  RKO  for  the  past  several  years,  until 
closed  recently,  will  not  reopen  under  cir- 
cuit domination. 


Scripting  "Tenderloin" 

Hollywood — “Tenderloin,”  starring  Fred 
MacMurray,  will  be  scripted  by  William 
Hurlbut  for  Paramount. 


IILOIUIII^VIIILILIE 

gTONER  HADDEN  of  ' the  Falls  City 
Theatre  Equipment  Co.  left  on  a Cali- 
fornia trip  with  his  wife  and  family.  He 
planned  to  spend  some  time  looking  over 
the  studios.  W.  E.  Carrell  of  the  same 
firm  left  on  a swing  around  his  Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee  territory. 

M.  L.  Sparks,  partner  in  the  Swan  Thea- 
tre at  Edmonton,  Ky.,  has  accepted  a job 
on  the  maintenance  staff  at  the  new  La 
Grange  State  Prison  Farm  at  LaGrange, 
Ky.,  but  will  retain  his  interest  in  the 
theatre. 

The  new  Gray  Theatre  at  Grayson,  Ky., 
was  opened  July  14,  the  same  day  that  the 
remodeled  Palace  at  Sebree,  Ky.,  had  its 
reopening. 

In  convention  at  New  Albany,  Ind., 
Louisville’s  neighbor  across  the  Ohio,  the 
Indiana  State  Policemen’s  Ass’n  staged 
a party  in  the  Elks’  Theatre,  owned  by 
Settos  of  Indianapolis.  Work  is  going 
forward  on  Settos’  new  theatre  at  St.  Mat- 
thews, Ky.,  suburban  Louisville. 


Entertainment  Ends  With  Bars 

Harrisburg — Dance  orchestras  and  en- 
tertainers in  night  clubs  must  quit  work 
when  the  bars  close,  the  state  liquor  con- 
trol board  has  ruled. 
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July  22:  Fall 
Remodeling 

issue  of 


Full  page  ad  from 

July  1 issue  of  BOXOFFICE 


When  the  editorial  staff  of  BOXOFFICE  searched  for  an 
outstanding  example  of  remodeling  to  typify  this  special 
issue  of  The  Modern  Theatre,  they  selected  The  Liberty, 
Springfield,  Ohio. 

This  theatre,  completely  described  in  the  December  10, 
1938,  issue  of  BOXOFFICE,  was  remodeled  inside  and  out 
by  the  F&Y  Building  Service,  Theatre  Division. 

It  is  an  outstanding  job  of  renovation.  Architecture,  air 
conditioning,  decorating,  outdoor  display,  furnishing,  seat- 
ing, sanitation,  lighting,  floor  covering,  projection  and  sound 
improvement,  sight-lines  and  acoustics  were  all  modern- 
ized. The  entire  job  was  an  F&Y  accomplishment. 

REGULAR  PATRONAGE  MAKES 
BIGGER  AND  BETTER  BOXOFFICE 

In  your  theatre  a patron  sees  well  or  is  dissatisfied;  hears 
well  or  misses  part  of  the  show;  is  comfortable  or  un- 
comfortable, becomes  a regular  patron  or  never  returns. 
F&Y  specialization  not  only  saves  you  money  on  your 
original  building;  it  makes  regular  patrons  of  all  customers. 

Centralized  Responsibility  Assures  Results 


The  F & y Building  Service 

Complete  Design  and  Construction  Service 

328  E.  Town  St.  — — Columbus,  Ohio 
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JACOB  BOODMAN  of  Film  Cleaning  Ser- 
vice, taken  ill  a second  time  within  two 
months,  is  back  on  the  job  again  . . . 
Milton  Jacobson,  owner  of  the  Monroe,  has 
a real  machine  gun  on  display  ...  “A  to 
Z”  is  out  of  date  in  local  show  business. 
The  boys  are  saying  “From  Ackerman  to 
Wisper.”  How  about  Carl  Zipper?  . . . Ben 
Wachnansky  must  be  reducing,  from  the 
load  of  exploitation  stuff  we  caught  him 
lugging  from  the  Columbia  to  the  Bijou. 

Henderson  M.  Richey,  in  from  a flying 
vacation  at  Chatham,  Ont.,  and  said  to 
have  lost  ten  pounds  since  leaving  town, 
left  his  wife  and  daughter  at  his  summer 
cottage  there.  He  has  sold  his  home  in  De- 
troit. Joseph  B.  Lenahan  says  “Hen”  plays 
pitch  and  hearts  as  good  as  ever.  Lena- 
han also  has  a summer  home  near 
Chatham. 

Col.  Lawrence  T.  Lewis,  in  town  for 
exploitation  work  with  “Ingagi,”  says  “I’ve 
just  got  back  from  the  south  and  found 
Boxoffice  on  every  manager’s  desk,  even 
in  the  hill  billy  country”  . . . Mac  Krim, 
back  from  vacationing  at  Charlevoix,  is 
making  headquarters  at  the  Lasky,  while 
his  brother,  Sol,  holds  forth  at  the  Har- 
mony. 

Air  conditionmg  in  theatres  is  nothing 
7iew!  Our  research  department  discloses 
that  half  a century  ago — July,  1889 — elec- 
tric fans  to  cool  the  old  Wo7iderland  The- 
atre {now  the  Avenue)  were  installed. 

Helen  Plachta,  the  blonde  elevator  girl 
at  the  Film  Bldg.,  has  a new  ring.  She 
will  be  wed  to  Joseph  Kopski,  who  works 
at  Ford’s  . . . Harold  C.  Robinson  is  go- 
ing to  Mackinac  Island  to  the  convention 
of  the  Michigan  Chiefs  of  Police. 

Hal  Burriss  will  take  on  all  corners  in 
a race  at  eating  corn  on  the  cob.  Page 
Irving  Belinsky  . . . Lloyd  Hammond  was 
in  New  York  over  the  weekend. 

Leonard  Schechter,  who  sells  Trailer- 
Made,  closed  up  a flock  of  accounts  this 
week  . . . Freddie  Cassin  celebrated  his 
14th  wedding  anniversary  Thursday;  Mrs. 
C.  says  she’d  do  it  over  again  . . . It’s 
catching — Cyril  Pettit  of  Cinema  Service 
celebrated  his  17th  anniversary.  He  and 
the  Mrs.  were  feted  by  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  at  the  Birmingham  Country  Club. 

Max  Blumenthal  and  family  have  moved 
to  a.  lake  near  Pontiac  for  the  summer  . . . 
Mrs.  Leonard  Schechter  is  convalescing 
nicely  from  an  operation  . . . United  De- 
troit folks  are  homeward  bound.  Asher 
Shaw,  downtown  supervisor,  has  returned 
from  California  and  Oregon,  Mrs.  Alice 
Gorham  is  back  from  New  York  City,  and 
L.  H.  Gardner,  general  supervisor,  is  back 
from  his  vacatioii  at  his  summer  home  near 
Pontiac. 


I WESTERN  ELECTRIC  SOUND  | 
I EQUIPMENT  I 

I For  Sale  Cheap — A-1  Condition.  | 

I Write  McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  . 
2501  Cass  Ave.  Detroit,  IVIich^ 

\ 


Peter  A.  Simon  escaped  serious  injury 
cn  a trip  to  Canton  and  Coshocton,  Ohio, 
when  a rear  tire  blew  out  on  his  car  going 
70  m.p.h.  . . . Homer  Cox  of  the  Our 
Theatre  at  Quincy,  Mich.,  is  deciding  on 
plans  for  a new  house  to  be  built  at  Te- 
cumseh,  where  Ashman  Bros,  are  reported 
planning  to  buy. 

Staiiley  Fisher  says  “There’s  nothing 
wrong  with  me  that  moyiey  won’t  cure”  . . . 
Evelyn  Kanter,  the  pleasant  receptionist  at 
RKO,  is  back  on  the  job,  recovered  from 
recent  ilbiess. 

E V.  Smith  and  Joe  Reich  agree  on  one 
thing — it’s  too  hot  to  work  . . . Saul  Kor- 
man  can  say  all  he  wants  to  Bill  Flemion 
in  two  words  . . . Anne  O’Donnell’s  friends 
have  rechristened  her  “The  Madonna  of 
the  Niche”  in  the  lobby  stairway  at  the 
Film  Bldg. 

Buddy  Fields  is  m training  to  be  a re- 
porter. Buddy,  Jack  (Droopy)  Ferentz  and 
Gil  Light  are  new  members  of  the  famed 
40  and  8 . . . Jack  is  back  from  fishing.  Not 
a nibble. 

Jack  Ferentz,  Max  Kolin,  Pop  Sto'z, 
Owen  Blough,  Bill  Fouchey  and  Max  Cor- 
rigan attended  the  dedication  of  the  new 
Veterans'  Hospital  at  Dearborn. 

Lelayid  Sanshie,  20th-Fox  salesman,  is 
vacationing  . . . Clare  Winnie  is  doing 
his  banking  at  the  20th-Fox  offices  now 
. . . Lester  Sturm,  20th-Fox  manager,  says 
maybe  we  rieed  to  build  new  theatre  seats 
in  Detroit.  “The  folks  don’t  seem  to  come 
to  the  ones  we  have.” 

Rumors  of  FBI  men  investigating  the 
local  film  setup  are  going  the  rounds  . . . 
Helen  Plachta,  who  takes  filmites  up  places, 
is  all  enthused  over  her  new  ring  . . . 
Stanley  Fisher  is  a regular  noonday  visitor 
to  the  Film  Bldg.  . . . Your  scribe  lunched 
with  W.  J.  Turnbull  and  Clarence  William- 
son of  National  Theatre  Supply. 

H.  J.  Alleyi,  videpeyident  distributor  and 
also  Grand  National  franchise  holder  for 
Canada,  was  a visitor  from  Canada  to 
Excellent  Pictures  . . Vitagraph-ites  va- 
cationing in  Ohio:  Lew  Metzger,  account- 
ing department,  is  in  Cleveland,  and  Joe 
Yaringhaus,  poster  department,  in  Cincin- 
nati. 

Our  compositor  got  mixed  last  week.  Our 
apologies  to  Ernie  Forbes — his  Oliver  The- 
atre Supply  was  just  closed  for  the  recent 
holiday — they’re  doing  business  in  a big 
way  at  the  regular  stand  . . . And  to  Dave 
Newman — he  runs  his  own  theatre,  not  his 
father’s! 

Ralph  Peckharn,  Grayid  National  maria- 
ger,  set  “Exile  Express”  for  a first  run  at 
UDT’s  Palms-State  . . . Walter  E.  Bran- 
S071,  new  district  manager  of  RKO  for  this 
territory  (Detroit  has  been  placed  under 
Chicago),  made  his  first  official  visit  here, 
spending  several  days.  Nat  Levy,  leaving 
a host  of  friends  behind,  moves  his  dis- 
trict headquarters  to  Philadelphia. 

Rufus  Shepherd,  manager  of  the  Vogue, 
has  returned  from  a vacation  spent  visit- 
ing the  Fair  and  various  theatres  in  New 
York  City  ...  Ed  Turner,  UDT  artist,  is 


Exhibitor  on  Set — 

W.  C.  McLaren  of  the  Michigan  Thea- 
tre, Jackson,  Mich.,  meets  John  Litel 
on  the  set  of  “The  Return  of  Dr.  X” 
at  the  Warner  studio. 


leaving  to  vacation  at  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  will  bring  his  wife  and  family  back 
with  him  . . Loyal  Haight,  head  of  UDT’s 
art  department,  also  is  vacationing  south- 
ward— in  Texas. 

Bud  Harris,  chief  projectionist  for  UDT, 
is  in  Harper  Hospital,  recovering  from  two 
operations  for  a tumor  of  the  throat.  He 
is  reported  coming  along  nicely,  but  still 
deiiied  visitors. 

Alice  Gorham’s  hobby  is  dialing  a tele- 
phone, especially  when  it’s  complicated 
. . . Walter  Shafer  of  Wayne  is  naming  his 
new  house  at  Garden  City  after  the  town, 
instead  of  calling  it  the  Shafer  City,  as 
first  announced  . . . W.  H.  Storl  is  get- 
ting a new  house  at  Milan  ready  for  open- 
ing. 

Jack  Haley  of  Jam  Handy  is  being  mis- 
taken by  his  friends  for  Jack  Flynn  of 
M-G-M  when  they  look  at  his  back.  Only 
the  Handy  Jack  is  a.  bit  heavier  . . . Thomas 
J.  Sullivan  is  remodeling  the  front  of  the 
Grande. 

H.  G.  Kerbawy,  director  of  slide  films 
of  Brobuck,  Inc.,  is  enjoying  a three-week 
vacation  and  motor  trip.  He  will  visit  rela- 
tives at  Oak  Hill,  W.  Va.  . . . Other  trav- 
elers of  Brobuck  are  George  Brosch,  presi- 
dent, who  left  for  Cleveland  on  a business 
trip;  Robert  Water,  production  manager, 
who  just  returned  from  three  weeks  spent 
seeing  the  New  York  Fair,  and  William 
Alley,  vice-president,  who,  with  his  mother, 
is  on  a visit  to  New  Rochelle. 

A.  Rippey  of  Associated  Sales  Co.,  pro- 
ducers of  sound  programs,  is  spending 
his  vacation  in  California  . . Cass  R. 
Beechler,  upstate  exhibitor  from  Char- 
lotte, was  in  town.  Busy  with  his  new 
theatre  which  he  decided  to  give  the  short- 
est name  in  Michigan,  the  “B.” 

John  Vlochos,  completing  building  on  his 
Flatroc,  at  Flat  Rock,  will  open  August  15 
. . . F.  H.  Guy,  who  operates  at  Tecum- 
seh,  has  decided  to  build  the  new  theatre 
at  Blissfield.  He  will  name  it  the  Bliss. 

Ashmaji  Bros.,  overcoming  the  fire  which 
almost  destroyed  the  house,  will  have  their 
rebuilt  Strand  at  Caro  open  in  August. 
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Prize  Winners  Listed 
For  Variety  Outing 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club’s  golf  tourna- 
ment and  outing  at  Wildwood  Country 
Club  was  successful  in  every  respect,  ail 
those  participating  reporting  a grand  af- 
fair. Dinner-dance  featured  in  the  even- 
ing. Prize  winners  included: 

Members — Art  Levy,  low  gross  (87), 
golf  bag;  A.  W.  McCormick  (92),  Rolls 
razor;  John  J.  Maloney  (92,  desk  set;  Joe 
Gins  (92),  Schick  razor;  Harold  Lund  (96), 
duffle  bag. 

Ray  Downey,  low  net  (75),  clock  and 
directory  set;  Ben  Brown  (77),  French 
brandy;  Herb  Greenblatt  (77),  sport 
shirt;  Max  Shulgold,  pipe;  Joe  Misrach, 
jewelry  set;  M.  N.  Shapiro,  rain  coat. 

Guests — W.  W.  Shaw,  desk  clock;  Roy 
Clunk,  desk  clock;  Vince  Josack,  duffle 
bag;  Dr.  Flynn,  golf  rain  coat;  Norm 
Huhn,  golf  rain  coat;  George  Josack, 
brandy;  C.  F.  Teemer,  brandy;  M.  H. 
Sachs,  brandy;  E.  Kirkpatrick  (longest 
drive) , dozen  golf  balls. 

Members  Klickers  Handicap  — Tony 
Stern,  ticket  to  Dapper  Dan  tournament; 
three  golf  balls  each  to  Art  England,  Jim 
Alexander,  Joe  Shapiro,  Jimmy  Nash  and 
Sam  Fineberg. 

Guests  Kickers  Handicap — Three  golf 
balls  each  to  Harry  Voelker,  Iz  Blum,  Ivan 
Gelder,  Harry  Walker,  C.  A.  Counahan, 
Art  Davis. 

Special  prizes — Best  looking  woman, 
Mrs.  Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  radio;  Best  shap- 
ed woman,  Mrs.  Joe  Gins,  toastmaster; 
Best  dressed  beach  attire,  Mrs.  Larry 
Katz,  onyx  cigarette  box;  Best  swimmer 
(25  yards),  Mrs.  Art  Levy,  coaster  set; 
Nicest  disposition,  Mrs.  Sam  Fineberg, 
deck  Kem  cards;  Craziest  beach  attire, 
Mrs.  M.  N.  Shapiro,  one  ton  of  coal. 

Prizes  were  awarded  by  John  H.  Harris, 
National  Screen  Service,  Mort  and  Art 
England,  Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Exhibitors 
Service  Co.,  Larry  Katz,  American  Thea- 
trical Valance  Co.,  John  J.  Maloney,  Ken 
Hoel,  Liberty  Show  Print  Co.,  John  Os- 
borne of  the  Dipson  circuit.  National  Thea- 
trical Valance  Co.,  Alpine  Theatre  cir- 
cuit, A.  N.  Notopoulos  circuit,  Ai’t  Levy, 
R.  Allison,  V.  F.  Scott,  United  Bill  Post- 
ing Co.,  Will  Price,  Universal  Match  Co., 
Penwood  Cloak  Co.,  Dan  Hamill,  Steve 
Cox,  Mike  Gallagher,  Harry  Kramer,  Pitts- 
burgh Outdoor  Adv.  Co.,  and  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co. 


Mungello  to  Wed 

Burgettstown,  Pa. — Dominick  Mungello, 
Burgettstown  and  Slovan  exhibitor,  will 
become  a bridegroom,  July  24,  when  he 
takes  the  marriage  vows  with  Lois  Dittmar 
of  Washington,  Pa.  The  young  couple 
will  honeymoon  at  the  World’s  Fair  in 
New  York. 


Ben  Schwartz  Vacationing 

Canton,  Ohio — Ben  Schwartz,  managing 
director  of  the  Reinhart  group  of  theatres 
here,  Mozart,  State  and  McKinley,  is 
vacationing  in  St.  Louis  and  other  middle- 
west  cities  for  two  weeks. 


JOHN  B.  “POP”  KANE  is  vacationing  at 

Saranac,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  Pair  . . . Col. 
Billy  Wheat  jr.  is  preparing  for  his  an- 
nual Canadian  holiday  . . . Johnny  Harris, 
head  of  the  Hornets,  local  hockey  team, 
has  purchased  the  Detroit  interest  in  the 
club,  and  having  gained  sole  control  he  has 
announced  that  he  will  assemble  a new 
team  to  represent  Pittsburgh  for  the  new 
season  . . . Several  exhibitors  are  assem- 
bling data  to  take  to  the  Department  of 
Justice  office  in  Washington  . . . Pete 
Gorris  is  in  much  better  health  after  a 
severe  attack  of  asthma.  He  has  closed 
his  Star,  Glassport,  except  for  three  eve- 
nings weekly  . . Harry  Koch,  manager 

of  the  WB  South  Hills,  flew  to  Hollywood 
Saturday  on  his  vacation  . . . The  Morris 
Roths  are  spending  the  summer  in  Atlantic 
City,  as  usual. 

Donn  Wermuth,  manager  of  the  Warner 
Theatre,  Amhridge,  is  on  a Canadian  va- 
cation . . . Mrs.  Glen  Floyd,  vnfe  of  the 
Follansbee  and  Monaca  exhibitor,  is  very 
ill.  Gle-n’s  brother,  Oakie  Floyd,  who  was 
associated  with  him  in  exhibition  at  Fol- 
lansbee, W.  Va.,  died  several  weeks  ago 
after  suffering  a heart  attack  . . . We  read 
in  the  Chartiers  Valley  Shopper  that  "there 
is  710  truth  to  the  rumor  that  ‘Bip’  Smith 
has  joined  the  ranks  of  the  benedicts.  The 
movie  mogul  and  assistant  manager  of  the 
Parkway  Theatre  can  still  be  had.” 

Edward  Side,  president  of  the  Lobby 
Display  Fi-ame  Corp.,  New  York,  was  here 
on  business  for  several  days.  He  has  in- 
stalled a number  of  new  ticket  booths  at 
the  World’s  Fair  . . . Fred  Solomon’s  Ameri- 
can Poster  Supply  office  is  the  most  popu- 
lar place  on  Filmrow  when  the  baseball 
games  are  being  broadcast  . . . Mort  Eng- 
land and  his  bride  returned  from  their 
honeymoon  and  after  attending  to  a little 
business  at  his  new  office  in  the  Van 


Building,  Mort  and  the  Mrs.  were  off  on 
a second  honeymoon  . . . Dick  Allen  of  Su- 
perior M.  P.  Supply  has  been  vacationing. 

Frank  Panoplos  and  Floyd  Bender  would 
like  to  take  off  a little  weight  . . . Andy 
Battiston  may  be  a candidate  for  sheriff 
of  W estmoreland  county.  He  had  petition 
papers  the  other  day  . . . Harry  Kalmine 
was  in  New  York  to  take  in  the  Billy  Con7i- 
Melio  Bettina  fight  . . R.  Allison  has  been 
vacationing  in  New  York  . . . Bill  Naidenoff 
was  busy  last  week  decorating  the  Hilltop 
Theatre  for  Alex  Moore  and  Morris  Finkel 
. . . Harry  H.  Goldstein,  Paramouiit  dis- 
trict manager,  was  a visitor  at  the  local 
branch  checking  up  o-n  the  extensive  re- 
modeling. 

“Ecstasy,”  the  now  famous  foreign  pic- 
ture in  which  Hedy  Lamarr  did  a “Sep- 
tember Morn,”  received  another  setback  in 
Pennsylvania  last  week  when  Judge  Otto 
R.  Heiligman  in  Philadelphia  common  pleas 
court  upheld  the  state  censor  board’s  ban 
on  the  picture  . . . The  censors  have  okayed 
“Assassin  of  Youth,”  which  will  be  dis- 
tributed by  Monogram  . . The  Carl  Pokes 

and  Carl  jr.  have  been  taking  in  the  Fair 
. . . Lee  Conrad’s  father  is  very  ill  at  Johns- 
town . . . Jake  Valdenzer  is  bustin’  things 
wide  open  at  Geneva-On-The-Lake,  Ohio, 
where  he  is  vacationing  for  several  weeks. 

Joh7i  Stahl  sr.  journeyed  to  Canada  to 
see  the  Quints  . . . Sam  Galanty,  Columbia 
district  manager,  was  at  the  local  exchange 
the  other  day  . . Bobby  Coyle  has  re- 
duced 40  pounds  and  he’s  looking  and  feel- 
ing fine  . . . Charles  Shannon,  manager  of 
the  WB  Belmar  Theatre,  and  his  bride 
have  returned  from  their  New  York  honey- 
moon . . . We  may  expect  to  see  more  of 
Nat  Levy,  eastern  central  district  manager 
for  RKO,  now  that  his  headquarters  have 
(Continued  on  page  104) 


Pittsburgh’s  BIGGEST  Fight  Picture 

SURPRISE  PRODUCTION  SHOWING  OUR  OWN 

BILLY  CONN 

Winning  the  World's  Light  Heavyweight  Title  From 

MELIO  BETTINA 

FIFTEEN  ROUNDS  OF  THRILLS  AND  ACTION 

Running  Time:  29  Minutes 

Will  Billy  Conn  One  Day  Lift  the  Heavyweight  Crown  From  loe  Louis? 

BOOK  NOW! 

IRVING  DIETZ  GEORGE  “B”  JOSACK 

1701  BLVD.  OF  THE  ALLIES  ATlantic  4874 

PRINTS  AVAILABLE  ON  LOUIS-GALENTO  and  NOVA-BAER  FIGHTS 
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^HE  laugh  of  the  week  is  at  the  expense 
of  the  Bexley  Tlieatre.  For  some  time  the 
community  has  been  bothered  with  sul- 
phuric odors,  but  unable  to  locate  the 
source.  A three-week  investigation  by  the 
health  department  revealed  the  theatre’s 
air  conditioning  plant  responsible.  It  seem- 
ed they  were  using  water  from  their  own 
well  which  had  a highly  unpleasant  aroma 
of  sulphur.  Now  the  Bexley  is  digging  a 
deeper  well. 

And  speakhig  of  air  conditioning,  we’re 
glad  to  learn  that  Harry  Abrams  has  his 
Lancaster  Palace  unit  working  O.  K.  after 
a lot  of  trouble  . . . The  Meigs,  Pome- 
roy’s newest  house,  is  now  open  to  the 
public.  House  is  unusual  inasmuch  as  it 
has  no  marquee. 

Nat  Holt  had  C.  Harry  Schreiber  and 
Mayor  Myron  Gessaman  as  his  guests  in 
Cleveland  last  week  for  a bit  of  golf  . . . 
Harry  Young,  Universal  salesman,  is  back 
in  the  territory  after  an  eastern  vacation. 

Loew’s  Ohio  has  returned  to  single  bills 
for  the  current  week  with  the  latest  “Har- 
dy” picture.  Roger  Garret  is  back  at  the 
console  . . . Virgil  Jackson’s  newly  ac- 
quired Olentangy  is  open  . . . Cliff  Bozman 
is  now  serving  as  relief  manager  at  the 
RKO  Uptown,  Detroit.  He  will  be  there  for 
a month. 

Curt  Littman  was  in  Cincinnati  for  the 
Republic  sales  meeting.  He  reports  much 
optimism  on  the  possibilities  for  the  com- 
ing year  . . . Max  Margolis,  back  from 
Baltimore,  a bit  weak  in  the  pins,  but 
coming  along  fast. 

John  and  Francis  Robertson,  operators 
of  the  Bainbridge  and  Osborn  theatres, 
have  signed  leases  for  two  additional  houses. 
They  now  have  the  Linda  in  Shawnee, 
formerly  operated  by  Elias  Hatem,  and  on 
August  1 will  have  Chris  Davey’s  Delwyn 
in  New  Straitsville.  The  Linda  is  to  be 
renamed  the  Shawnee. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a new 
boxoffice  menace  in  Ohio.  We  have  ref- 
erence to  the  portable  under-tent  skating 
rinks  which  are  doing  terrific  business  in 
several  of  the  smaller  communities. 


Melvin  Mann  Promoted 
To  RKO  Booking  Post 

Pittsburgh — Melvin  Mann  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  booking  department  at  the 
RKO  Radio  exchange,  succeeding  Bill  Twig, 
resigned.  Mann  has  been  promoted  from 
the  shipping  department  and  is  at  present 
vacationing,  being  scheduled  to  take  up  his 
new  duties  July  24.  Earl  Friedman,  a 
newcomer,  has  taken  over  Mann’s  former 
position. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IK£  KATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


N,  Y,  Visitor — 

M.  M.  Federhar,  who  operates  the  Re- 
gent and  Cameo  theatres  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  a recent  visitor  to  the  Para- 
mount World  Fair  headquarters  in  New 
York. 

Saul  Sloan  Forms 
Theatre  Company 

By  H.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — Formation  of  a new  United 
Theatres  Co.  by  Saul  Sloan,  Detroit  the- 
atre builder,  was  in  process  this  week. 
Sloan  has  built  a number  of  recent  houses, 
such  as  the  Vogue,  for  UDT,  but  has  not 
directly  operated  any.  His  appearance  in 
the  operating  field  was  forecast  some  weeks 
ago  with  the  formation  of  the  United  Mo- 
tion Theatres  Co. 

Sloan  has  disclosed  plans  for  a 4,000- 
seat  house  at  Schaefer  and  Six  Mile  Roads, 
to  be  known  as  the  Television.  No  imme- 
diate plans  to  use  television  are  con- 
templated, but  a large  house  of  this  type 
in  a suburban  area  only  about  25  per  cent 
built  up  would  natrally  require  some  spe- 
cial policy  to  survive,  and  it  is  possible 
that  establishment  of  local  television  fa- 
cilities would  make  this  house  an  outlet. 
It  is  located  in  one  of  the  better  class 
newer  city  neighborhoods. 

According  to  announcement,  the  com- 
pany will  operate  this  house  and  Sloan  is 
announced  as  “agent”  for  this  company. 
The  location  is  only  a few  blocks  from 
the  new  proposed  Bigtown  Theatre,  an- 
nounced a few  weeks  ago  by  Architect 
Charles  N.  Agree. 

Sloan  has  plans  under  way  for  a house 
on  the  east  side  of  about  the  same  size, 
to  be  known  as  the  Alpine.  Test  drilling 
was  under  way  on  this  a couple  of  months 
ago,  but  no  further  progress  has  been 
made  on  that  site  to  date. 


Opens  After  Decade 

Shinglehouse,  Pa. — The  old  Star  Thea- 
tre, closed  for  upwards  of  a decade,  was 
recently  reopened  as  the  Shingle-House 
after  renovation  and  installation  of  equip- 
ments. The  operator  is  J.  A.  Nordquist, 
former  Galeton,  Pa.,  exhibitor. 


Dietz  and  Josack  Handle 
Conn-Bettina  Fight  Film 

Pittsburgh — Billy  Conn,  the  prize  ring’s 
idol  who  last  week  won  the  light-heavy- 
weight championship,  is  proving  himself 
at  theatre  boxoffices  too.  Now  being 
booked  throughout  the  western  Pennsyl- 
vania territory  where  he  has  been  well 
known  in  sport  circles  for  several  years, 
are  special  and  exclusive  motion  pictures 
of  his  victorious  contest  of  Thursday-a- 
week-ago  which  record  his  15-roimd  bat- 
tle with  Melio  Bettina,  the  dethroned 
champ.  The  regular  distributors  of  sports 
features,  Irving  Dietz  and  George  “B”  Jo- 
sack, made  special  arrangements  for  this 
production,  feeling  that  Billy  Conn,  the 
East  Liberty  Kid,  as  “that  something” 
which  prize  fight  fans  will  be  anxious  to 
see  on  the  screen  of  their  local  theatre. 

The  Conn-Bettina  contest  was  jammed 
with  thrills  and  action,  all  of  which  has 
been  photographed  by  experts  at  the  ring- 
side in  Madison  Square  Garden,  New 
York.  The  fight  picture  opened  at  the 
Alvin  with  Universal’s  “Ex-Champ,”  and 
is  now  playing  first-run  engagements 
throughout  the  area.  The  distributors,  lo- 
cated at  1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  have 
special  accessories  for  the  Conn  vs.  Bettina 
fight  pictures. 


Pitt  Musicians  Local  60 
Moves  to  Place  Men 

Pittsburgh — Musical  Society  Local  60  of 
the  APL  Musicians’  Union  shaped  a dou- 
ble-barreled attack  on  the  spectre  of  un- 
employment when  Claire  Meeder,  the  union 
president,  issued  an  ultimatum  on  hotels 
and  restaurants  that  they  either  dispense 
with  their  mechanical  music  service  or  face 
withdrawal  of  all  union  musicians.  He  also 
threatened  to  revive  the  fight  for  special 
broadcasting  fees  from  night  clubs  which 
habitually  engage  traveling  “name”  bands. 
The  union  official  said  more  than  500 
members  are  jobless. 


Jackson,  Murphy  Open 
Modernized  Olentangy 

Columbus,  Ohio — The  newly  renamed 
and  recently  modernized  Olentangy  Thea- 
tre, formerly  the  Piccadilly,  ha.s  been  re- 
opened under  the  management  of  Virgil 
A.  Jackson  and  John  Murphy,  who  also 
operate  the  Uptown,  Wilmar  and  Goodale 
theatres  here. 

The  house  has  been  completely  redeco- 
rated, a new  front  added  and  one  of  the 
most  ornate  four-line  marquees  in  the  city 
installed.  It  has  been  reseated  with  uphol- 
stered chairs,  new  sound  and  projection 
equipment  added  and  other  improvements 
completed. 


New  Slickville  Lease 

Slickville,  Pa. — The  Slickville  Theatre 
has  been  leased  to  Albert  Sack  and  the 
house  is  being  renovated  and  newly  equip- 
ped for  opening  early  in  August.  Sack  is 
a projectionist  for  the  Manos  Theatre 
circuit  at  Vandergrift.  When  reopened,  the 
local  theatre  will  be  known  as  the  Rex. 
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World  Fair  Trips  OHered 
Patrons  by  Julius  Lamm 


CIILIEVIEIILAMIID) 


Cleveland— Julius  Lamm,  manager  of 
Warner’s  Uptown  Theatre,  has  given  his 
summer  business  a shot  in  the  arm  via 
an  exploitation  campaign  which  has  as  its 
rewards  two  seven-day  all  expense  paid 
trips  to  the  New  York  World’s  Pair.  The 
only  cost  to  the  theatre  is  printing  the 
numbered  coupons  which  are  given  out 
with  each  paid  admission.  Sole  require- 
ments are  that  the  two  winners  shall  be 
adults  and  that  they  shall  be  present  in 
the  theatre  at  the  time  of  the  drawing. 

Winners  will  get; 

1.  Round  trip  transportation  via  Grey- 
hound Bus  to  the  Pair. 

2.  Hotel  accommodations — room  with 
private  bath  at  choice  of  hotels. 

3.  Taxi  service  from  the  terminal  to  ho- 
tel upon  arrival  in  New  York. 

■•4.  Admission  to  World’s  Fair. 

5.  Second  admission  to  World’s  Fair. 

6.  Sightseeing  trip  via  Greyhound  of 
the  World’s  Pair  Grounds. 

7.  Three  and  a half-hour  grand  tour  of 
New  York  City  via  Greyhound  bus. 

8.  Tour  of  N.B.C  Broadcasting  Studios. 

9.  Three-hour  boat  trip  around  Man- 
hattan. 

Trips  will  be  given  away  August  12  and 
August  19. 


Cleveland  Barkers  Ready 
Tourney  for  July  28 

Cleveland— Cleveland  Variety  Club’s  an- 
nual golf  tournament  is  all  set  to  take 
place  July  28  at  the  Beechmont  Country 
Club.  “Duke”  Clark,  chairman  of  the  tour- 
nament committee,  announces  that  more 
prizes  will  be  given  out  than  at  any  pre- 
vious tournaments. 

At  least  100  are  expected  to  tee  off,  with 
the  dinner  to  be  attended  by  250.  Ad- 
vance information  indicates  that  many  in- 
dustry leaders  will  attend,  including  J.  J. 
Maloney,  M-G-M  district  manager,  and  the 
Schines. 

Assisting  Clark  on  the  committee  are 
Jack  Shulman  and  Manny  Landers. 

Wellington  s Town  Hall 
Fails  State  Inspection 

Wellington,  Ohio  — Officials  of  the 
Wellington  Town  Hall,  whose  auditorium 
is  used  as  a motion  picture  theatre,  have 
been  notified  of  a ruling  of  the  state  di- 
vision of  factory  and  building  inspection, 
either  to  install  a completely  new  heating 
system  or  to  close  its  doors. 

Township  officials  have  notified  the  state 
that  the  Town  Hall  occupants  have  been 
told  to  terminate  their  tenancy.  However, 
they  say  they  will  not  take  any  action 
to-  force  vacating  of  the  building.  Any 
such  action  will  have  to  be  taken  by  the 
state,  they  explain. 


La  Due  Announces  Marriage 
Akron,  Ohio— Announcement  is  made  of 
the  marriage  June  17  of  John  B.  La  Due, 
manager  of  the  Warner  Strand  Theatre 
here,  to  Miss  Florence  M.  Snyder,  former 
cashier  at  the  same  house.  The  couple 
recently  returned  from  their  honeymoon. 


pETE  WOOD  journeyed  up  to  Cleveland 
from  Columbus  to  attend  a meeting 
of  the  northern  Ohio  independent  theatre 
owners  last  Friday  and  to  tell  them  what’s 
WTong  with  the  trade  practice  code  and 
why  it  was  rejected  by  National  Allied. 

Jack  Essick,  son  of  P.  E.  Essick  of  the 
Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  and  him- 
self a spoke  in  the  circuit  wheel,  has  re- 
turned from  California  where  he  visited 
practically  all  of  the  major  studios  . . . 
Frank  Savage,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Youngstown,  and  family  are  hack  home 
from  a fishing  trip. 

Barrett  Kiesling,  M-G-M’s  ambassador 
of  goodwill,  was  in  town  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  meeting  with  the  local  news- 
papermen and  leading  exhibitors. 

Bob  Richardson,  RKO  hooker,  and  Mrs. 
Richardson  have  taken  the  St.  Lawrence 
trip  including  a visit  to  the  Gaspe  Penin- 
sula . . . RKO  Branch  Manager  George 
Lefko  was  in  New  York  working  on  cir- 
cuit deals  . . . Irwin  Solomon,  manager 
of  Warner’s  Lincoln  Theatre,  Massilon,  is 
vacationing  in  Michigan. 

Prances  Kates,  former  GB  office  man- 
ager and  booker,  has  joined  the  Paramount 
office  family  . . . George  Frazer,  formerly 
of  the  Uptown  Theatre,  and  now  manag- 
ing- the-  Lyric  in  Portsmouth,  brought  his 
wife  and  baby  to  Cleveland  for  a two 
weeks’  vacation. 

Louis  Lamm,  manager  of  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Lorain,  is  enjoying  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  a boat  trip  . . . With  the  recent 
acquisition  of  the  new  Beulah  Theatre, 
the  Feiber  & Shea  circuit  now  operates  all 
of  the  houses  in  Ashtabula  Harbor  . . . 
Chris  Velas  has  taken  over  the  Lansing 
Theatre,  Lansing,  from  the  former  owner. 
Miss  Linda  Peget. 


Art  Simon  of  Great  Lakes  Sales  Co. 
was  in  New  York  last  week  looking  for 
newer  and  better  premiums  . . . Louis 
Eick  of  Elzanne  and  Fenray  theatres, 
Martins  Ferry,  is  back  from  Baltimore 
where  he  went  to  get  his  wife  who  was 
visiting  there  . . . Ray  Wallace,  the  Alliance 
theatre  circuit  owner,  with  the  help  of  Re- 
public’s A1  Gregg,  put  on  a big  exploita- 
tion campaign  for  “Man  of  Conquest”  with 
happy  results. 

Newest  organization  to  strike  Filmrow  is 
the  Associated  Fishing  Club.  Harry  Hen- 
derson is  in  command,  with  Stuart  Cag- 
ney as  captain.  Of  the  other  members, 
Charlie  Gottlob  is  chief  comedian,  “Andy” 
Anderson  is  fish  expert,  Ben  Fain  is  cham- 
pion salami  consumer,  Sam  Gerace  is  the 
ham  sandwich  pacemaker  and  Ralph  Red- 
mond is  the  champ  loser.  His  record,  after 
four  consecutive  weekly  outings  is  no  fish. 
The  club  is  in  the  market  for  a cabin 
cruiser  of  its  own,  so  if  any  of  you  boys 
have  one  around  the  theatre  you  are  not 
using,  get  in  touch  loith  either  Harry  Hen- 
derson or  Charlie  Gottlob. 

Harry  Goldstein,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager, in  announcing  his  district  once  more 
winner  of  the  present  Paramount  In-Be- 
tween Sales  Drive,  says  his  boys  are  get- 
ting tired  of  working  for  glory  and  are 
now  organized  to  win  the  next  sales  con- 
test that  involves  a prize  . . . Also  District 
Manager  Goldstein  dispels  a bit  of  the 
gloom  that  is  enveloping  grosses  in  this 
territory  with  the  statement  that  “Man 
About  Town,”  the  Jack  Benny-Rochester 
musicomedy,  established  the  best  box- 
office  record  at  the  Albee  Theatre  in  Cin- 
cinnati of  any  Paramount  picture  since 
October,  1937,  grossing  95  per  cent  better 
than  average  ...  In  Cleveland,  the  picture 
went  20  per  cent  over  average  at  Loew’s 
State  and  moved  over  to  the  Stillman  for 
a continued  downtown  run. 


Jack  Watts  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  is  the  father  of  an  eight-pound  daugh- 
ter, who  arrived  about  two  weeks  ago  . . . 
S.  D.  Shia,  theatre  owner  of  Saint  Clairs- 
ville,  was  in  St.  Louis  last  week  . . . Wayne 
Theatre,  Waynesburg,  closed  for  several 
months,  is  reported  open  again. 


No  casualties  are  reported  as  the  result 
of  the  weekend  fishing  expedition  of  Otto 
Braeunig,  RKO  office  manager;  John 
Sabot,  RKO  booker;  Charles  Albert,  War- 
ner booker,  and  Eddie  Catlin,  Vitagraph 
salesman. 


Local  Grand  National  exchange  will 
function,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  with- 
out a branch  manager.  Following  the  resig- 
nation of  Max  Stahl,  7iow  with  United  Art- 
ists in  Detroit,  the  Cleveland  office  is  be- 
ing handled  by  Mrs.  Peter  Rosian  (Mae 
Vincent)  who  is  functioning  as  branch 
manager,  office  manager  and  booker. 

Harry  La  Vine,  Republic  district  manager, 
after  spending  a week  in  the  Cincinnati 
territory  with  Nat  Lefton,  franchise  owner, 
is  now  covering  the  northern  Ohio  terri- 
tory . . . One  of  the  local  mysteries,  so  far 
unsolved,  is  why  S.  P.  Gorrel,  Republic 
branch  manager,  went  to  Toronto,  Ohio, 
via  Toledo. 

Ralph  Schaefer,  manager  of  the  Park 
Theatre,  Mansfield,  is  on  a Bermuda 
cruise,  with  Ramon  McWilliams,  regularly 
assistant  manager  at  the  Palace,  Canton, 
pinch-hitting  for  him. 


Martin  Printz  played  the  premiere  Cleve- 
land engagement  of  “Tumbleweeds,”  the 
William  S.  Hart  picture  distributed  by  Big 
Feature  Rights  Exchanges,  Inc.,  the  week 
of  July  17  at  the  Alhambra  Theatre. 


4 SURE-FIRE  REPEAT  HITS 

"ABRAHAM  LINCOLN" 

With  Walter  Huston 

"THE  BAD  ONE" 

Dolores  Del  Rio-Edmund  Lowe 

"LOTTERY  BRIDE" 

Jeanette  MacDonald-Joe  E.  Brown 

"CORSAIR" 

Chester  Morris-Ned  Sparks-Frank 
McHugh 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges/  Inc. 
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Around  Kentucky 

• SCOTTY  DE  VEAUX 

gCHINE  field  men  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio 
are  heading  for  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  and 
four  days  of  annual  business  convention  to 
get  the  lowdown  on  product  and  operations 
for  the  forthcoming  year. 


J.  H.  Mitchell,  with  the  Schine  State 
Theatre  in  Lexington  for  over  two  years, 
has  taken  over  the  Mary  Agnes  Theatre 
in  Jamestown. 


W.  Gabbert  and  Mrs.  Virginia  Meisburg, 
operators  of  the  Opera  House  at  Harrods- 
burg  are  progressing  with  the  construction 
of  a new  600-seat  house  here.  Completion 
is  expected  about  October  1. 


Motion  pictures  of  home  town  scenes  and 
events,  screened  every  two  weeks,  have 
proved  a powerful  attraction  for  Charles 
R.  Mitchell,  of  the  Mitchell  Theatre  at 
Barbourville.  The  reel  generally  takes  from 
7 to  10  minutes. 


Attorney  Hiram  H.  Owens  has  completed 
construction  of  a new  theatre  at  Coburn. 


The  Lincoln  circuit  is  planning  a house 
at  Marion,  Va.  The  chain  at  present  oper- 
ates 12  theatres. 


The  Viv  Theatre  at  Coburn  has  been 
leased  to  M.  K.  Murphy  of  Appalachia. 
Opening  is  planned  August  1. 


Following  the  drawing  for  a Chevrolet 
sedan  promoted  by  Bill  Heiss  for  his  Man- 
ring Theatre  at  Middlesboro,  he  and  his 
family  will  leave  for  a two-week  vacation 
which  will  end  at  Gloversville,  N.  Y. 


Files  Demurrer  to  Suit 
Over  Ohio  Bank  Night 

Troy,  Ohio — Andrew  Attenweiler,  suing 
Troy  Amusement  Co.  for  alleged  violation 
of  the  Ohio  lottery  law  in  the  operation 
of  Bank  Night  at  the  Mayflower  Theatre 
here,  has  filed  a demurrer  to  the  petition 
and  a motion  to  dissolve  the  temporary  in- 
junction granted  by  the  common  pleas 
court,  restraining  further  issuance  of  search 
warrants  to  seize  Bank  Night  equipment 
as  evidence. 

Schwartz,  Shulmans  New 
House  Near  Completion 

Painesville,  Ohio — The  new  Lake  Thea- 
tre. now  being  built  by  Abe  Schwartz  and 
Jack  Shulman,  is  nearing  completion  and 
will  be  ready  to  open  late  in  August.  L.  H. 
Walters,  manager  of  the  Cleveland  office 
of  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  has  con- 
tracted for  the  installation  of  1,209  seats, 
of  the  same  type  as  recently  installed  in  the 
new  Short  Theatre,  and  other  equipment. 

Joseph  McCorry  Out  as 
Amusement  Tax  "Eye" 

Pittsburgh — Joseph  L.  McCorry  has  been 
dismissed  from  his  $3,000  job  as  senior 
district  supervisor  of  amusement  tax  en- 
forcement, according  to  announcement  at 
the  department  of  revenue  in  Harrisburg. 
McCorry’s  district  had  included  all  of  west- 
ern Pennsylvania. 


Signed  to  Write  One 

Hollywood — Everett  Freeman  has  been 
given  a one-picture  writing  ticket  by  Co- 
lumbia. 


(Continued  from  page  101) 
been  transferred  from  Detroit  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Filmrow  friends  are  pushing  the  $10,000 
Dapper  Dan  open  golf  tournament  which 
will  bring  outstanding  national  figures  in 
the  professional  golf  world  here  at  the 
Wildwood  Country  Club,  August  10  to  13. 

Art  Morrone  hurries  up  to  Conneaut  each 
Saturday  for  the  weekend  . . Roy  Hoon 
of  the  Vitagraph  exchange  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Jane  Thomas  Hoon  of  Republic,  are 
vacationing  . . . Nat  Nazarro  jr.  is  hand- 
ling the  Wednesday  amateur  night  at  the 
Senator. 

A son  was  born  Sunday  to  the  Saul  I. 
Perilmans.  First  child  and  mother  are 
doing  well  and  Proud  Papa  is  passing  out 
the  cigars  from  behind  his  Monogram 
booking  desk  . . . Sympathy  to  Victoria 
Cooke  of  M-G-M  whose  father  died  sev- 
eral days  ago  . . . Saul  Steinfeld  is  well 
again  after  a nose  and  throat  operation 
....  Matteo  Faenza,  the  Republic  and 
Bentleyville  exhibitor,  who  had  been  va- 
cationing lately,  was  negotiating  this  week 
to  take  over  the  Ellsworth  Theatre.  Fa- 
enza was  here  on  Monday  with  his  man- 
ager, Joe  Fechek  . . . Edna  Sholtis  of  UA 
was  involved  in  a recent  auto  accident  near 
Erie  which  could  easily  have  been  very 
serious  or  fatal.  As  it  was  she  was  for- 
tunate in  suffering  slight  injuries. 

Lew  Lefton,  who  has  recovered  nicely 
from  his  operation  at  the  Montefiore  Hos- 
pital, has  returned  to  his  home  and  will 
be  off  for  a long  rest  at  an  eastern  resort. 
While  absent  from  his  Monarch  office  the 
entire  exchange  has  been  repainted  and 
the  screening  room  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved with  new  seats,  fixtures  and  dec- 
orations. Nephew  Milton  Lefton  is  hold- 
ing down  the  fort  while  Lew  recuperates 
. . . Harry  Rees,  Ann  Mottey  and  Jimmy 
Sippey  of  UA  were  on  vacation  this  week 
. . . Also  missing  from  duties  were  Ted 
Tolley  and  Lucy  Kopp  of  M-G-M,  and 
Joe  Vandergrift,  Loretta  Guehl  and  Alice 
Stenger  of  20th-Fox  . . . The  veteran  Eu- 
gene L.  Connelly  is  in  charge  of  the  na- 
tional nominating  committee  of  the  Va- 
riety Clubs  of  America  for  the  clubs’  sec- 
ond annual  humanitarian  award  which 
will  be  announced  next  year  . . . Ira  H. 
Cohn  has  decorated  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
change in  honor  of  the  seventh  annual 
Kent  drive,  August  13  to  December  16. 

T.  B.  Klaiban,  who  has  been  resurfac- 
ing screens  hereabouts  for  a dozen  years, 
was  here  this  week  from  Girard,  Ohio  . . . 
As  usual,  George  W.  Collins  of  Republic 
Pictures  is  residing  for  the  summer  at 
Cochranton,  Pa.  . . . Louie  Michael  was 
back  on  the  job  at  his  south  side  theatre 
this  week  after  a short  vacation  in  the 
east  . . . Tony  Vincent  reports  that  the 
corn  will  be  just  right  for  Sunday,  August 
6,  date  of  the  annual  MPTO  outing  at  Dr. 
Herman’s  farm,  Carnegie.  This  is  the 
grand  “stag”  party  of  the  year.  All  out. 

Peter  Quiter,  Laura  George,  Mary  O’Con- 
ner and  Joe  Pemberton  of  New  Universal 
were  vacationing  this  week  . . . Hilda  Liss- 
mann,  Ruth  Wagg,  Helen  Regal  and  Dor- 
othy Jarabin  of  Vitagraph  were  others  on 
vacation. 


HOTEL 
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EAST  SIXTH  AND  ST.  CLAIR  AVENUE 

(Opposite  the  new  Civic  Auditorium, 
and  convenient  to  all  important  social, 
recreational,  and  business  activities. 
Three  excellent  restaurants.  Visit  the 
unique  Alpine  Tavern. 

300  ROOMS 

WtTH  TUB  5.  SHOWER  BATH  *2.  ^2.*°  *3 
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August  Recess  Is 
Goal  in  Litigation 

By  BRAD  ANGIER 

Boston — The  Morse  and  Rothenberg 
anti-trust  suit  and  the  accompanying 
A&W  Amusement  Co.  action  continue  this 
week,  aiming  toward  an  August  recess. 
Louis  J.  Anger,  former  operator  of  the 
Metropolitan  in  Providence  and  an  exhibi- 
tor for  the  past  quarter  century,  substan- 
tiated the  previous  testimony  of  his  part- 
ner, Joseph  Walsh,  that  the  latter  operat- 
ing concern  was  never  able  to  buy  sub- 
stantial major  product  of  any  run  for  the 
now-dark  Providence  situation. 

“We  told  him,”  Anger  said  in  describ- 
ing an  alleged  conversation  with  William 
Erbb,  Paramount  district  manager,  “that 
if  we  couldn’t  get  anything  else,  we  would 
take  last  run.  And  he  said  he  wouldn’t 
sell  us  any  runs;  his  company  wouldn’t 
sell  us  anything. 

“Mr.  Walsh  pointed  out  it  was  getting 
to  be  serious  business  when  a branch  man- 
ager or  district  manager  can  sit  down  and 
tell  us  what  theatres  we  should  open  and 
what  theatres  we  should  not.  And  he 
(Erbb)  told  us  that  what  we  thought  made 
no  (iifference.  He  would  stick  to  his  opin- 
ion as  long  as  he  did  not  get  any  instruc- 
tions from  New  York.” 

Edward  P.  McClennen,  defense  coimsel, 
objected  mildly  at  one  point  to  the  way 
George  S.  Ryan  “led”  his  witness. 

“Aren’t  you  afraid,  Mr.  Ryan,  if  you 
lead  so  hard,  he  (Anger)  may  stub  his 
toe?” 

Ryan  "Not  Afraid" 

“No,  I am  not  afraid,”  Ryan  replied. 
“Are  you?” 

“It  depends  on  whether  it  is  done  orally 
or  in  writing,”  McClennen  said,  referring 
to  strategic  letters  then  under  discussion 
that  the  A&W  Amusement  Corp.  had  sent 
to  major  distributors. 

“I  am  very  anxious  to  save  you  time  by 
covering  undisputed  ground  in  as  few  ques- 
tions as  possible,”  Ryan  explained. 

The  former  A&W  Amusement  Corp.  part- 
ner recounted  an  averred  conversation  with 
former  Warner  manager,  Thomas  B.  Spry, 
saying  that  Spry  had  been  told  that  “un- 
less we  could  buy  some  pictures,  we  would 
be  forced  to  close  the  theatre.  And  if  it 
came  to  that  pass,  we  would  have  to  seek 
some  redress  in  the  courts. 

“Mr.  Spry  said  he  was  very  sorry  we 
were  in  such  a predicament  but  not  to 
blame  him  for  it,  because  if  we  came  to 
him  for  advice  before  we  leased  the  the- 
atre he  would  have  told  us  not  to  take  it. 
He  said  he  was  not  ready  to  make  any  de- 
cision but  to  come  back  to  see  him  in  an- 
other week  or  two.” 

Louis  Simon,  field  manager  for  a num- 
ber of  Morse  & Rothenberg  houses  in  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  told  Philip  Hendrick, 
master  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  district  court, 
of  difficulties  he  said  he  incurred  trying 
to  buy  major  product  in  those  territories. 
He  described  a conversation  that  he  said 
ensued  with  Max  Westebbe  of  RKO. 

“I  say  to  Westebbe,”  Simon  said,  “ Ts 
there  any  possibility  of  getting  those  pic- 
tures without  raising  the  prices?’  And  he 
says,  ‘Now,  Louis,  you  have  been  in  to  see 
Mr.  (Robert)  Wolff  and  he  told  you  the 


Depositions  for  Three 
Suits  Is  Job 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  anti-trust 
attorney,  plans  to  spend  the  month  of 
July  taking  depositions  for  use  in  the  re- 
spective $100,000  monopoly  suits  he  has 
filed  in  Maine  and  "Vermont  for  C.  F. 
Millitt,  Kenneth  Gorham  and  Frank  Le- 
Page.  The  Morse  iS  Rothenberg  mara- 
thon then  will  be  recessed  until  Sep- 
tember when  it  will  go  into  its  eighth 
month.  A good  bet  is  that  the  pre- 
liminary M&R  hearings  before  a master 
may  culminate  six  or  eight  weeks  later. 

Trade  Pact  "Ball" 
Tossed  Rodgers 

Boston — It  was  “unfortunate,”  states  Ar- 
thur K.  Howard,  local  Allied  business  man- 
ager, in  a bulletin  to  members  that  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers  “allowed  his  personal  feel- 
ings to  control  him  to  the  extent  of  an- 
nouncing withdrawal  from  cooperation  with 
a substantial  group  of  organized  exhibitors 
who  are  earnestly  seeking  to  settle  all  is- 
sues between  the  different  branches  of  the 
motion  picture  industry,  whose  only  of- 
fense is  that  they  insist  that  such  settle- 
ment shall  be  equitable  and  enduring  and 
not  a mere  makeshift.” 

“Mr.  Rodgers  in  his  earlier  speech  had 
characterized  certain  Allied  leaders — not 
by  name  but  by  immistakable  implication 
— as  agitators.  In  so  doing,  he  repeated 
an  attack  which  he  made  on  the  same  men 
in  New  York  a few  weeks  ago,”  Howard 
asserts. 

In  speaking  of  Rodgers’  withdrawal  of 
the  proposed  Code  from  consideration, 
Howard  says,  “Whether  he  (Rodgers) 
meant  that  only  he,  or  his  company,  or 
all  of  the  companies  took  that  position 
was  not  clear.” 

“On  the  heels  of  such  modern  wonders 
as  talking  pictures  and  television  comes 
cancellation  without  cancellation,”  the  Al- 
lied spokesman  said.  “The  Allied  States 
Association  rejection  of  what  some  naive- 
ly call  the  ‘Fair  Trade  Practice  Code’  has 
more  to  do  with  this  latest  ‘miracle’  than 
with  many  another  suggested  theory,  al- 
though such  details  as  Big  Eight  strategem 
in  Neely  Bill  and  government  litigation 
opposition  is  not  to  be  left  unconsidered.” 


same  thing.  You  won’t  get  any  pictures 
unless  you  raise  your  price.’ 

“ ‘He  says,  ‘I  know  you  have  been  to 
Columbia.  I know  you  have  been  to  Uni- 
versal. I know  you  have  been  to  United 
Artists.  And  I know  that  none  of  the  com- 
panies has  made  a contract  with  you  for 
the  new  season  for  the  1934-35  product, 
and  they  are  all  demanding  the  same  thing 
that  I am  demanding.  So,  unless  you  de- 
cide that  you  are  going  to  have  a 25-cent 
price,  you  won’t  get  any  pictures.  I can’t 
do  anything  for  you.  In  fact,  I wish  you 
would  try  the  other  companies  or  go  and 
see  Mr.  Wolff,  maybe.  He  is  the  manager. 
I take  my  orders  from  him.’  ” 

“And  when  would  you  place  that  con- 
(Continued  on  page  107) 


Momand  Anii-Trust 
Suil  Goes  Ahead 

Boston — The  A.  B.  Momand  $5,000,000 
anti-trust  suit,  now  being  prosecuted  by 
George  S.  Ryan,  has  been  brought  to  issue 
after  an  eight-year  delay.  Judge  Alfred 
P.  Murrah  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  in 
Oklahoma,  has  given  defendants  until  Sep- 
tember 1 to  file  answers.  Ryan  expects  to 
begin  taking  depositions  in  the  Momand 
matter  late  next  fall. 

Overruling  a defendant’s  motion  to  dis- 
miss, Judge  Murrah  said,  “The  Sherman 
Anti-trust  Act  creates  a right  in  one  in- 
jured in  his  business  or  property  to  sue, 
for  the  violation  of  this  law.  The  suit 
for  damages  is  incidental  and  subordinate 
to  the  purposes  of  the  act  . , . and  is  not 
an  action  to  the  injury  of  persons  as  con- 
templated by  the  law  in  Oklahoma,  mak- 
ing such  causes  of  action  non-assignable. 

“The  court  is  of  the  opinion  that  cham- 
pertous  contract,  if  one  does  exist,  be- 
tween the  assignor  and  assignee  does  not 
constitute  a bar  to  this  action  and  re- 
serves for  further  consideration  the  action 
of  whether  or  not  the  same  constitutes  a 
defense  on  its  merits.” 


Adorno  Awaits  Hearing  on 
New  Middletown  Drive-In 

Middletown,  Conn. — Salvatore  Adorno 
awaits  hearing  on  a certificate  from  the 
superintendent  of  state  police  at  Hartford 
to  begin  operation  of  a 300-seat  airdome 
theatre,  following  Corporation  Counsel 
Aaron  Palmer’s  decision  that  the  proposed 
1,000-seat  house  was  in  violation  of  a city 
ordinance  limiting  to  300  capacity  any 
public  building  not  fronting  on  a city 
street.  Hearing  at  Hartford  had  been  post- 
poned as  Boxoffice  went  to  press. 

A complaint  to  the  mayor  resulted  in  a 
temporary  injunction  against  construction 
of  1,000-seat  house  pending  a decision  by 
Palmer. 

Meantime,  the  damage  and  injunction 
suit  of  Franklyn  Arrigoni  and  the  Mid- 
dlesex Theatre,  Inc.,  against  Adorno  and 
Mrs.  Adorno  is  pending  in  Middlesex  coun- 
ty superior  court,  with  a probable  hearing 
early  this  fall. 


To  Roadshow  Films 

Boston — Roadshow  pictures  are  being 
spotted  at  the  Nipmuc  Park  Theatre  in 
Mendon  by  Charles  Brent,  Oklahoman  who 
has  taken  over  the  location  for  the  sum- 
mer months.  The  house  opened  with 
“Wages  of  Sin”  which  Brent  is  handling 
in  New  England.  Other  exploitation  at- 
tractions are  scheduled  to  follow. 


Allied  Invites  Trade 

Boston — Independent  theatremen  have 
been  invited  to  be  the  guests  of  Allied  at 
the  Hotel  Statler  July  25.  Recorded 
speeches  on  the  subject  of  the  trade  prac- 
tice code,  made  at  the  recent  Minneapolis 
convention,  will  be  reproduced  at  that 
time. 
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gTEVE  BROIDY,  Monogram  sales  man- 
ager in  New  England,  is  handling  the 
tickets  for  the  film  district  outing  which 
will  be  held  at  Ten  Acres  on  Tuesday,  Au- 
gust 15.  William  Cuddy,  Cinema  Club 
president,  is  taking  care  of  all  correspond- 
ence. 

Fred  Geisler  of  the  Showboat  in  Au- 
burn plans  a September  sojourn  that  may 
include  a look  at  the  World  Fair  . . . Mrs. 
E.  V.  Corbett  of  the  Universal  booking  de- 
partment is  to  take  her  vacation  about 
Labor  Day  . . . Aim  Leavitt,  Ogunguit  ex- 
hibitor, was  booking  in  the  district  Thurs- 
day . . . Rose  Eskin,  MkP  accountant,  has 
pivoted  her  vacation  around  Syracuse, 
N.  Y. 

Irving  Ross,  cameraman  for  Master  Mo- 
tion Picture  Co.,  and  Mrs.  Ross  have  a 
new  citizen.  She  is  Deborah  Ann,  born 
at  the  Richardson  House,  measuring  20 
inches,  and  weighing  five  pounds  and 
twelve  ounces. 

Mary  Trainor,  veteran  Columbia  em- 
ploye, is  expected  home  this  week  follow- 
ing a serious  operation  at  Beth  Israel  . . . 
Phil  Eerier,  E.  M.  Loew  booker,  has  set  up 
personal  summer  headquarters  at  Nahant 
. . . Henry  Tobin,  manager  for  the  Loew’s 
circuit  in  Olneyville,  is  vacationing  at  the 
same  beach  resort  ...  Max  Finn,  brother 
of  the  Warner  executive  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  local  independent  circuit,  is 
summering  at  Scituate. 

Bob  Lester,  manager  of  the  Bijou,  is 
doing  relief  work  along  the  Frederick  E. 
Lieberman  circuit  . . . A1  Stone,  manager 
of  the  Normandie,  is  back  in  town  follow- 
ing a vacation  that  included  the  World 
Fair.  Stone,  at  present,  is  doing  double 
duty  by  watching  over  the  Bijou  situated 
in  the  same  building  . . . Margaret  Ryan 
of  20th-Fox  has  been  cruising  this  week 
and  last  . . . Eva  Worshofsky  of  the  same 
exchange  has  been  completing  Cape  Cod 
vacation  plans  . . . Shirley  Sitker  of  20th- 
Fox  began  her  summer  leave  Monday. 

Patricia  Smart  resigned  from  the  staff 
of  the  Bijou,  local  Lieberman  house,  to 
wed  a marine.  She  ivas  formerly  aide  to 
Leonard  Kraska  at  the  Fine  Arts  and,  be- 
fore that,  was  at  the  Tremont  . . . The 
Columbia  Club  plans  to  resume  activities 
in  September. 

Dave  Whalen,  Monogram-National  ex- 
ploitation manager,  may  be  in  town  within 
the  next  two  weeks.  Whalen,  formerly 
local  Republic  publicist,  is  still  living  at 
East  31  St.  in  New  York  City  . . . Phil 
Smith,  circuit  operator,  is  garnering  fav- 
orable public  comment  for  his  Drive-In 
Theatre  in  Detroit  by  capitalizing  on  the 
fact  that  it  is  particularly  accessible  to 
invalids  and  convalescents.  Smith  has  for 
his  guests  disabled  veterans,  etc. 

Doris  Berman  of  United  Artists  and 
Thelma  Henninger  of  Columbia  plan  to 
leave  September  9 on  a bit  of  a Havana 
cruise  . . . Hilda  Peacock  of  20th-Fox  left 
last  Saturday  for  Cape  Cod  . . . The  Morse 
& Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit  will  recess 
during  the  month  of  August  . . . Max  Ma- 
govsky  of  National  Screen  Service,  first 
president  of  the  exchange  employes  union. 


left  last  Saturday  for  Atlantic  City  and 
the  Fair. 

Meyer  Fox,  assistant  accessories  man- 
ager at  Columbia,  and  his  bride,  a former 
show  girl,  will  drive  out  of  Boston  July  23 
for  two  weeks  of  Albany,  Buffalo,  Mon- 
treal, and  surrounding  points  . . . Catherine 
Horan  of  Monogram  returned  this  week 
from  a Newport  sojourn  . . . Louis  Zac- 
cardo  of  Republic  left  for  that  an- 
nual thing  . . . Charles  Brent,  roadshow 
man,  has  leased  the  Nipmuc  Park  Thea- 
tre in  Mendon  for  the  summer. 

Anna  Krim,  secretary  to  Columbia  ex- 
change manager,  Harry  Rogovin,  has  been 
vacationing  in  Maine  and  Tiverton,  R.  I. 
. . . Mike  Gorfinkle,  formerly  of  Colum- 
bia, is  summering  in  Winthrop  ...  Ed 
Young  of  the  same  exchange  has  been 
away  . . . Lou  Walters  plans  to  reopen 
the  Latin  Quarter,  film  district  night  club, 
on  September  16. 

Carl  Myshral,  Harwichport  exhibitor, 
who  has  sold  out  to  Interstate  effective  in 
September,  has  a new  Buick  . . . Gene 
Gross,  Monogram  salesman,  also  has  a new 
ditto  . . . William  Scully,  A1  Herman  and 
James  Grainger  were  among  the  New  York 
executives  in  Boston  last  week. 

Mrs.  Ernest  Goldstein,  wife  of  the  man- 
ager of  the  Bijou  in  Holyoke,  is  awaiting 
the  long-legged  bird  . . . Sam  Richmond, 
new  buyer  and  booker  for  Gordon  & Lock- 
wood,  has  been  laying  in  a supply  of  cigars 
for  the  well-known  reason. 

Newell  Kurson,  Graphic  Theatres  Cir- 
cuit executive,  returned  to  his  local  164 
Stuart  Street  office  last  week  after  some 
ten  days  in  the  territory  . . . Victoi'ia  De- 
Cane  of  the  RKO  Boston  is  again  Hubbing 
it  after  two  weeks  in  Fairlee,  Vt.  . . . Joseph 
Mansfield,  chief  of  service  at  the  same 
house,  is  in  from  Fieldston. 

Ethel  Moore,  soon  to  wed,  has  resigned 
from  the  local  Paramount  Theatre  . . . 
Edward  Cuddy,  MkP  divisional  manager, 
has  been  resting  . . . The  Paramount  af- 
filiated circuit  has  opened  the  Bayside, 
former  Dan  Murphy  house  in  Hull,  for  the 
summer.  The  chain  may  reopen  the 
Broadway  in  Chelsea  in  September  . . . 
Mary  Gray  of  the  E.  M.  Loew  home  office 
was  the  recipient  of  a diamond  wrist  watch 
at  a Cocoanut  Grove  birthday  party. 

Virginia  Rush,  sister  of  Frederick  Rush 
who  is  now  a treasurer  for  the  RKO  cir- 
cuit on  the  West  Coast,  has  been  doing 
relief  work  at  the  local  RKO  theatre  . . . 
Maurice  Schwartz  of  the  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.  advertising  department,  left  this 
week  for  ten  days  of  New  York,  Vermont, 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec. 

Mary  Doherty  of  Keith’s  Memorial  and 
Clara  Covney  of  the  RKO  Boston  spent 
two  weeks  at  Craigville  . . . Kitty  Hughes 
of  the  local  RKO  Theatres,  back  from 
one  week  of  vacation,  plans  a second  week 
in  August  . . . Alice  Helevitz  of  M-G-M 
has  been  away  . . . Francis  Driscoll,  M-G-M 
file  clerk,  likewise  . . . Gene  Keenan,  pub- 
licity representative  for  Herman  Rifkin, 
appeared  at  legislative  hearings  in  Wash- 


Best  Sailors — 

When  “Captain  Fury”  played  the 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  in  Boston, 
the  extensive  campaign  included  a 
sailboat  regatta  conducted  on  the 
Charles  River  opposite  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology  sailing 
pavilion.  The  winners,  Domina  Spen- 
cer and  Thomas  Gouzoule,  received  a 
trophy  for  their  efforts. 


ington  in  favor  of  continuance  of  the  Fed- 
eral Theatre  project  . . . Keenan  plans  to 
inaugurate  a specialized  promotional  de- 
partment at  the  local  Republc  exchange. 

After  dozens  of  New  England  filmites 
have  already  spent  hours  acquiring  bronz- 
ed states  of  being,  the  Boston  Transcript 
comes  out  with  the  statement  that:  “Au- 
thorities advise  that  too  much  tan  shuts 
out  ultra  violet  rays  from  the  deeper  skin 
layers  and  reduces  their  beneficial  effects.” 
. . . . Joseph  Ruttenberg,  former  local 
newspaper  photographer  and  brother  of 
premium  distributor,  Myer  Ruttenberg,  is 
now  behind  the  lenses  of  “The  Women.” 
Their  12-year-old  niece  recently  journeyed 
alone  from  Brookline  across  the  country 
to  spend  the  summer  in  California  with 
Uncle  Joe. 

Frank  Clements,  manager  of  the  Strand 
in  Brockton,  went  on  vacation  this  week 
. . . John  MacKenzie,  manager  of  the  Tre- 
mont, and  his  bride.  Bijou  employe,  are 
planning  a second  honeymoon  . . . E.  M. 
Loew,  circuit  owner,  is  spending  the  sum- 
mer at  Ogunquit  during  the  hot  weather 
. . . Russell  Burke,  publicity  head  for  the 
Lieberman  circuit,  plans  to  be  on  Cape  Cod 
during  part  of  August. 

Salvatore  DiManno,  treasurer  of  Loew’s 
State,  was  fishing  in  Gloucester  one  day 
last  week  . . . Henry  Greenberg,  Columbia 
booker,  has  been  doing  some  White  Moun- 
tain trolling  . . . Leonard  Kraska,  house 
manager  of  the  Pine  Arts  which  reopens 
in  September,  is  one  of  the  more  enthus- 
iastic local  Izaak  Waltons  . . . Fred  Green- 
way, Loew’s  State  manager,  and  his  bride 
have  left  on  a previously  postponed  honey- 
moon. Part  of  the  time  is  being  spent  in 
Chicago,  former  home  town  for  both. 

Harry  Blanchette,  partner  of  Morris 
(Continued  on  page  108) 
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Augusl  Recess  Is 
Goal  in  Liligation 

(Continued  from  page  105) 
versation?”  Ryan  said. 

“That  was  in  the  month  . . . sometime 
in  October.” 

“Did  you  go  to  see  Mr.  Westebbe  again 
after  that  conversation?” 

“Yes,”  said  Louis  Simon,  “I  again  tried 
to  get  those  pictures  and  I says,  ‘Max, 
what  is  this?  What  is  happening  here?’ 
I told  him,  ‘I  have  gone  to  Columbia  and 
I have  been  using  their  pictures  before, 
and  now  they  tell  me  unless  I charge  20 
cents,  they  wouldn’t  even  discuss  a con- 
tract with  me.’ 

“I  says,”  Simon  continued,  “ ‘I  went  to 
Universal.  I have  had  their  pictm’es  be- 
fore, and  he  gives  me  the  same  talk.  ’The 
manager  and  the  salesmen  and  everybody 
gives  me  the  same.  And  I went  to  United 
Artists,  and  I got  the  same  thing  from 
them.  You  were  telling  me  the  same  thing. 
What  is  happening  here,  Westebbe?’  I 
called  him  Max.  He  was  a friend  of  mine. 

“I  says,  ‘Are  you  trying  to  gang  up  on 
me?  What  is  this  all  about?  It  suddenly 
comes  up  since  I have  been  going  around 
(since  August,  September,  and  here  it  is 
October) , and  I have  not  got  a picture 
from  any  of  these  small  major  companies,’ 
I says. 

“I  even  went  further  with  him  and  says 
to  him,  ‘Paramount  don’t  want  to  sell  me. 
Warner  don’t  want  to  sell  me.  What  is  it? 
What  is  happening?’  He  says,  ‘Don’t  ask 
me.’  He  says  ‘I  take  orders,  and  don’t  get 
into  any  conversations  with  me.’  I says, 
‘Max,  can’t  you  tell  me  what  is  behind 
all  this?’  Well,  he  says,  he  works  for  RKO, 
and  he  told  me  what  he  wants.” 


Newsreels  Yield  to  Duals 
At  Boston's  Trans-Lux 

Boston — The  Trans-Lux  Theatre  has 
switched  to  a double  featm’e  policy.  The 
regular  compilation  of  news  shorts  and 
short  subjects  has  ceased  at  the  Boston 
frontier  of  the  Major  Lester  Thompson 
chain. 

A1  Lauder,  manager  of  the  former  bur- 
lesque house  in  which  the  Interstate  The- 
atres Corp.  has  an  operating  finger,  went 
for  single  features  several  months  ago.  The 
newest  policy  will  involve  subsequent  runs, 
with  “San  Francisco”  and  “’Tl'iere’s  Al- 
ways a Woman”  the  first  choices. 


Control  to  Blaine 

Baltic,  Conn. — Donald  Blaine  has  ac- 
quired the  interests  of  J.  Behrens  in  the 
499-seat  Jodoin  Theatre.  Blaine  will  re- 
duce operation  to  four  days  a week. 


Capra-Riskin  Form  Firm 

Hollywood — Prank  Capra  and  Robert 
Riskin,  writer,  will  begin  functioning  as  a 
new  independent  production  company  in 
September  when  the  latter  returns  from  an 
European  vacation. 


Extra  Inducements  by  the 
Coloniah  Laconia,  N.  H, 

Laconia,  N.  H. — The  Colonial  here  added 
these  attractions  to  the  film  fare  in  one 
week: 

Chances  on  a $209  electric  refrigerator 
and  a $215  electric  range,  in  cooperation 
with  a local  dealer. 

Auction  on  stage  in  charge  of  “Stick” 
Aldrich,  once  well-known  baseball  player 
and  now  local  auctioneer.  Patrons  were 
invited  to  bring  in  anything  they  wanted 
to  sell — antiques,  furniture,  dishes,  etc. 

A special  stage  show  for  children,  fea- 
turing a group  of  Hopi  Indians  from  a 
government  reservation. 

Twenty-Five  Latest  Films 
Win  Censorial  Approval 

Boston — The  Massachusetts  bureau  of 
Sunday  censorship  found  nothing  wrong 
in  the  latest  list  of  motion  pictui’es,  num- 
bering 25,  to  be  screened  at  the  state  house. 
Two  stage  routines  were  denied  Sunday 
licenses,  while  eliminations  were  ordered 
on  two  others.  Eight  acts  were  okayed. 


Schuster  Gets  "Eyes" 

Hollywood — Universal  has  signed  Har- 
old Schuster  to  direct  “Before  Your  Eyes,” 
a George  Yohalen  production,  scheduled 
to  roll  in  August. 


Rapf  on  Featurette 

Hollywood — Maurice  Rapf  has  been  as- 
signed to  script  “For  Benefit  of  Mankind,” 
an  historical  featurette,  for  Warner. 


Loew  to  Discontinue 
A Weekly  Stimulant 

New  Haven — Loew’s  will  discontinue  the 
weekly  Hollywood  Party,  with  $100  in  cash 
awards,  at  the  Poli,  Waterbury.  The  give- 
away has  been  used  in  other  spots  this  sum- 
mer, but  will  now  be  discontinued  indefi- 
nitely by  the  circuit,  Harry  Shaw,  di- 
vision manager,  reports. 

In  accordance  with  a plan  to  use  various 
summer  stimulants  at  the  Palace,  Meriden 
and  Globe,  Bridgeport,  the  former  house 
inaugurates  “Swing  Night”  for  five  weeks, 
following  a series  of  “jitterbug”  contests, 
which  the  Globe  now  adopts,  beginning 
August  7.  Swing  concerts  will  employ  vari- 
ous local  and  nearby  bands.  Five-week 
bathing  beauty  contests  also  have  been 
special  featured. 


Tax,  Labor  Commission 
Reports  Stir  Vigilance 

Boston — Legislative  watchmen  for  the 
film  industry  have  been  awaiting  the  re- 
ports of  the  special  recess  commissions  on 
taxation  and  labor  in  the  eventuality  that 
motion  picture  interests  may  be  involved. 

The  Bay  State  body  now  is  sitting  in 
special  summer  session.  The  general  opin- 
ion is  that  an  extraordinary  1940  assem- 
bly will  be  called  next  winter,  inasmuch 
as  that  will  be  the  first  off  year  for  the 
recently  adopted  bi-annual  sessions. 
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Germaine  Paramount's 
New  England  'Star' 

By  GERTRUDE  PEARSON 

New  Haven — Of  the  seventeen  awards  of 
coveted  membership  in  the  Paramount  100 
Per  Cent  Club,  made  at  the  recent  con- 
vention on  the  coast,  only  one  award  went 
to  the  New  England  district.  This  dis- 
tinction was  conferred  on  Henry  Germaine, 
salesman  of  the  New  Haven  branch — with 
the  echoed  congratulations  and  approval 
of  the  New  Haven  film  district,  which  has 
known  him  for  many  years.  The  annual 
memberships  are  bestowed  on  men  in  sales, 
booking  or  ad  sales  departments  all  over 
the  country  who  have  distinguished  them- 
selves in  character  and  achievement,  and 
who  will  form  a reserve  of  man  power  for 
future  advancement  in  the  organization. 
With  membership  and  the  gold  emblem 
which  is  its  symbol,  goes  a life  insurance 
policy  for  each  man,  effective  so  long  as 
he  is  connected  with  the  company. 

To  add  glamor  to  the  actual  presenta- 
tion of  the  award,  the  emblem  was  this  year 
pinned  on  each  of  the  lucky  fellows  by  a 
young  member  of  the  Paramount  Golden 
Circle  of  Personalities  and  a special  dinner 
at  the  Ambassador  punctuated  the  event. 

Germaine  has  been  on  Meadow  Street, 
the  New  Haven  film  center,  since  he  was 
14,  when  he  went  to  high  school  mornings, 
and  in  the  afternoon  assisted  Ted  Jacocks, 
ad  sales  manager  of  the  General  Film  Co., 
then  piloted  by  A1  Be  vans.  This  places  him 
with  Morris  Joseph  and  Ben  Simon  as  an 
old-timer  on  the  Street,  though  he  is  still 
this  side  of  40.  Henry’s  next  job,  with 
Lester  Tobias  of  Mutual  Film,  gave  him 


J^NSEL  SANBORN,  Carroll  county  exhib- 
itor, and  Mrs.  Sanborn  are  summer- 
ing at  the  Casino  in  Wolfeboro  . . . Much 
local  interest  is  attached  to  the  coming 
showings  of  “Winter  Carnival,”  starring 
;Ann  Sheridan  and  Richard  Carlson,  as  the 
picture  was  filmed  at  Dartmouth  College, 
Hanover. 

A recent  cooking  school  sponsored  by 
the  Scenic  in  Rochester  was  a big  suc- 
cess. At  the  first  session  were  450  women; 
at  the  second,  525;  third,  700,  and  so  on, 
through  the  course,  according  to  Manager 
William  J.  Stanton.  Lucille  Morton,  Uni- 


OPPORTUNITY 

PRIVATE  PARTY  wants  to 
sell  2 HOLMES  PORTABLE 
PROJECTORS  complete 
with  sound. 

MAKE  AN  OFFER  I 

ROY  AKROYD 

55  Lowell  St.  — Woburn,  Mass. 
Woburn  0147-W 


Anyway,  Signs  Would 
Cost  Less 

Boston — Suburban-Boston  Dorchester- 
ites  have  a habit,  it  seems,  of  shorten- 
ing the  name  of  the  theatres  in  their 
locality.  The  Uphams  Comer  thus  be- 
comes the  Uppy;  the  Magnet,  Maggy; 
the  Dorchester,  Dotty;  and  the  Liberty, 
the  Libby. 

The  M&P  management  of  the  Fields 
Comer  has  been  known  to  blush  at 
the  listing  of  that  house  as  the  Corny; 
but  Allied  Vice-President  Frank  Lydon 
refuses  outright  to  comment  on  nick- 
name accorded  the  Hamilton. 


the  varied  experience  of  booker,  office 
manager,  shipper,  and  general  assistant. 
After  a short  time,  he  switched  to  Rosen 
Film  Delivery,  where  he  was  employed  as 
New  Haven  manager,  a high-sounding  job 
whose  chief  duty  consisted  of  delivering  the 
film  by  hand  truck  from  Meadow  Street 
to  the  railroad  station  and  back.  Film  was 
then  shipped  to  New  York  by  train.  Find- 
ing this  job  required  less  brain  than  brawn, 
and  ambitious  to  get  into  the  selling  field 
eventually,  Henry  returned  to  the  ex- 
changes via  Universal,  where  Morris  Joseph 
placed  him  in  the  ad  sales  department. 

After  five  years,  he  secured  his  fifth 
job  in  the  business,  as  shipper  for  Para- 
mount Artcraft  Pictui’es,  then  managed  by 
Henry  Scully.  Germaine  had  apparently 
found  his  niche.  By  the  time  he  was  21, 
he  was  booking  manager  under  John  Pow- 
ers. A few  years  later  he  was  made  sales- 
man, which  post  he  continues  to  fill  to  his 
own  credit  and  with  the  best  wishes  of  his 
associates  and  customers. 


versity  of  Wisconsin  graduate,  was  in 
charge. 

The  Tilton  in  Tilton  stirred  much  en- 
thusiasm with  a bicycle  contest.  Voting 
ballots  were  given  at  each  performance 
and  solicitation  of  votes  within  100  feet 
of  the  film  house  was  forbidden.  Stand- 
ings of  contestants  was  announced  on  the 
stage  each  Saturday  night  during  the  com- 
petition. 

The  Somersworth  in  Somersworth  has 
been  giving  a “Gold  Mine”  cash  award 
every  Friday  ...  A new  front  and  seats, 
plus  redecorations,  are  among  latest  im- 
provements at  the  Palace  in  the  Pena- 
cook  section  of  Concord. 

F.  K.  Eldridge,  personable  manager  of 
the  Capitol  in  Concord,  is  observing  his 
10th  anniversity  in  that  capacity.  Before 
coming  to  New  Hampshire,  he  was  man- 
ager of  the  Keith  Memorial  in  Boston. 

When  a shoe  factory  opposite  his  estab- 
lishment closed,  Walter  Young,  oumer  of 
the  Strand  in  Farmington,  decided  to 
swing  into  action  to  offset  the  inevitable 
dent  in  patronage.  He  decided  upon  an 
air  conditioning  system  to  make  his  thea- 
tre more  inviting  to  summer  guests  at 
Lake  Winnipesaukee,  a few  miles  away. 


(Continued  from  page  106) 

Safner  in  the  operation  of  four  Rhode 
Island  theatres,  is  spending  the  summer 
at  Bridgton,  Me.  Safner  has  been  at  his 
summer  home  in  Connecticut  . . . Hew 
owners  are  expected  to  open  the  Comique 
in  Lynn  about  August  1.  The  house  was 
recently  closed  by  William  Purcell  who 
operates  the  Strand  in  Beverly  . . . Lynn 
Copeland  of  Republic  was  in  Nahant  last 
week  . . . Alice  Hall  of  Republic  left  on 
vacation  this  week  . . . Helen  Chansky, 
secretary  to  Booker  Charles  Wilson  of  Re- 
public, heads  towards  Connecticut. 

George  Walsh,  manager  of  the  Square 
Theatre  in  Medford,  plans  to  leave  shortly 
on  an  automobile  tour  . . . Anthony  Zinn, 
house  manager  of  the  RKO  Boston,  will 
probably  spend  the  last  two  weeks  in  Au- 
gust, at  Buzzards  Bay  . . . WUl  Alpersin, 
former  Warner  cashier  now  booking  for  the 
Lieberman  chain,  is  back  from  the  siunmer 
usual  . . . James  Grainger  called  a sales 
meeting  at  the  local  Republic  exchange 
last  week,  Saturday. 

Joseph  A.  DiPesa,  for  years  advertising 
manager  for  the  local  Loew’s  Theatres, 
works  an  increased  number  of  hours 
every  day  . . . Di  Pesa,  close  to  top  health 
following  Ms  recent  illness,  copped  edi- 
torials on  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  in  no  less 
than  the  Boston  Herald,  Traveler,  and 
Post.  He  and  his  staff  planted  35  cuts  and 
25  stories  on  the  feature. 

Frederick  E.  Lieberman,  after  a spring 
in  Florida,  has  been  keeping  on  the  job 
and  spending  weekends  at  Nantasket  . . . 
Mort  Lieberman  has  been  hitting  the  same 
beach  resort  . . . Mrs.  Gina  Cohen,  sister- 
in-law  of  E.  M.  Loew,  has  been  vacationing 
and  second-honeymooning  at  Niagara 
Falls  . . . The  annual  Warner  outing  was 
a success  last  week  Wednesday  at  the  May- 
flower Hotel  in  Plymouth. 

Helen  Mysko,  secretary  to  Sam  David- 
son and  Walter  Gillis  of  Cameo,  was  at 
Alberta,  Canada,  last  week  . . . Betty 
Adams  of  Keith’s  Memorial  plans  to  spend 
the  last  week  of  August  and  the  first  week 
of  September  down  south  . . . Peter  Le- 
vescue,  manager  of  the  Strand  in  New 
Bedford,  has  been  White  Mountaining  it. 

Vaughn  K.  O’Neill,  assistant  to  Edward 
McBride  at  Loew’s  State  in  Providence, 
has  been  handling  the  house  during  the 
latter’s  vacation  . . . Jack  O’Brien,  Met- 
ropolitan house  manager,  plans  to  get 
away  about  the  middle  of  August  . . . 
Mario  Daru,  assistant  to  publicity  head 
Jack  Saef  of  the  Paramount  and  Fenway, 
anticipates  a vacation  of  fishing  . . . Joe 
DiPesa,  Joe  Longo,  A1  Longo,  et  al,  of  the 
Loew’s  publicity  department  promoted  500 
apples  and  hired  one  girl  and  one  basket 
to  distribute  the  same,  together  with  the 
admonition:  “From  the  ‘Borrowed  Time’ 
tree.  Not  to  be  eaten!” 

Beverly  Levine,  daughter  of  Grand  Na- 
tional booker  Sam  Levine,  is  at  Camp 
Naomi  at  Billerica  . . . Also  there  is  the 
daughter  of  Kid  Harris,  MkP  projection- 
ist ..  . Herb  Sidel  of  Imperial  has  been 
exhibiting  films  which  he  took  during  a 
Florida  stay  . . . Alice  Tanzsman  of  Whole- 
some Film  follows  Norman  Poretsky  on 
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vacation  . . . Lila  Izen,  Wholesome  office 
manager,  has  been  in  New  York  . . . John 
Longo  of  the  Buck  Printing  Co.  is  respon- 
sible for  many  of  those  Metropolitan  and 
Keith’s  Memorial  advertising  posters  . . . 
Marjorie  Adams,  Boston  Globe  film  critic, 
is  West  Coasting  it  for  a month  or  six 
weeks. 

Leon  Task,  Campello  exhibitor,  is  un- 
scathed following  the  crash  of  a plane  he 
was  piloting  . . . George  Kraska,  Pine  Arts 
operator,  is  summering  in  Winthrop  . . . 
Camille  Carpentier,  of  the  local  RKO  The- 
atres, is  planning  for  the  first  two  weeks 
in  August  . . . Ben  Domingo,  city  manager 
for  the  RKO  Theatres,  and  Mrs.  Domingo 
left  Monday  for  a West  Indian  cruise. 

Thad  Barrows,  veteran  film  labor  leader, 
received  congratulatory  birthday  letters 
from  among  scores  of  others.  Postmaster 
General  Farley.  The  missives,  neatly 
bound,  were  presented  to  the  Motioji  Pic- 
ture Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  mem- 
ber at  a party  . . . Peggy  Doyle,  local 
Hearst  critic,  will  probably  head  toward 
her  Chicago  home  early  in  August  . . . 
Helen  Eager,  film  writer  for  the  Ti’aveler, 
has  been  making  Cape  Cod  plans  . . . 
Joyce  Dana  has  been  doing  special  work 
for  the  Daily  Record. 

Peggy  DeCota  of  Keith’s  Memorial  and 
Arthur  Murphy,  manager  of  St.  Clair’s  in 
Brookline,  have  announced  marriage  in- 
tentions . . . Bernard  Leven,  Columbia 
accessories  manager,  spent  most  of  his  va- 
cation in  Sharon  convalescing  from  an 
attack  of  intestinal  grippe  . . . Mary  Casey, 
recently  married,  has  returned  to  the  Tre- 
mont  . . . Sam  Paris,  Repertory  manager, 
may  go  to  Nantasket  for  his  vacation 
which  has  been  scheduled  for  tomorrow. 

Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  and  bride  passed 
through  Boston  last  week  Friday  to  the 
accompaniment  of  publicity  melody  from 
such  warblers  as  Harry  Browning,  Jack 
Granara,  Paul  Levy,  etc.  They  were  east 
to  visit  Fairbanks’  mother,  Mrs.  Beth  Whit- 
ing, of  Providence,  and  to  visit  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Jacob  Astor  III  at  Newport. 

Roy  Heffner  booked  “Tumble  Weeds’’ 
into  the  RKO  Boston  for  the  Hub  premiere 
of  the  reissue  . . . Fi’ancis  X.  Coyne,  of  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives, 
the  sponsor  of  the  so-called  “True  Name 
Bill”  which  would  make  stage  names  il- 
legal in  the  Bay  State,  may  be  the  West 
Coast  guest  of  Mae  West  within  the  near 
future  . . . Charles  Hurlburt  of  the  M&P 
accounting  department  has  admitted  to  a 
secret  marriage  with  his  former  New 
Hampshire  high  school  sweetheart,  now  a 
Dorchester  beautician. 

Sam  Davison  of  Cameo  has  taken  over 
the  New  England  distribution  of  “The 
Challenge”  which  picturizes  the  first  as- 
cent of  the  Matterhorn  . . . Curtis  Prest, 
of  Keith’s  Memorial,  sponsor  of  that  the- 
atre’s riding  class,  left  this  week  for  two 
weeks  in  Maine  . . . Paul  DeBruille,  a re- 
cent father,  has  been  vacationing  . . . Carlo 
Vannicola,  RKO  artist,  has  been  storing  up 
cigars  for  a second  time  . . . Laura  Mon- 
taine  of  the  Memorial  recently  saw  her 
brother,  Chester,  for  the  first  time  in  35 
years.  He  is  now  living  in  Winnipeg,  Mani- 
toba . . . Larry  Ellis,  local  newsreel  pho- 
tographer, may  appear  on  a near  future 
“Inside  Story”  program  over  NBC. 


Form  Stock  Company 

Portland,  Me. — The  Theatrical  Guild  of 
Portland,  designed  to  set  up  a non-profes- 
sional stock  company  which  would  present 
a new  play  each  week,  was  organized  by 
a band  of  25  persons  at  the  Cape  Shore 
Anchor  June  15.  Donald  A.  Ramsay  was 
elected  its  president. 


20th-Fox  Holds  Atwill 

Hollywood — Lionel  Atwill  has  been  held 
for  another  term  by  20th-Fox. 


Warner  Repacts  Rossen 

Hollywood — Robert  Rossen,  writer,  has 
drawn  a new  contract  at  Warner  Bros 


Summer  Competition 
Is  Still  in  Boston 

Boston — Professional  baseball,  both  be- 
cause of  direct  attendance  and  of  radio 
broadcasting,  is  just  another  of  the  stiff 
seasonal  active  forces  that  New  England 
film  business  is  now  suffering.  Ballrooms 
are  drawing  crowds  with  big  name  bands. 
Beaches  and  golf  links  are  taking  their 
toll.  Pari-mutuel  races  and  dog  racing,  too. 


Retitle  "Green  Hell" 

Hollywood — “Green  Hell,”  the  Harry 
Edington  production  for  Universal,  has 
been  retitled  “South  of  the  Amazon.” 


MONOGRAM 

NEWS  OF  THE  WEEK 


This  week  we  have  the  unique  situation 
of  meeting  up  with  two  brothers,  both 
equally  noted  as  members  of  the  bar  and 
as  esteemed  members  of  the  film  industry. 
Max  L.  Levenson,  at  the  left,  constitutes 
one-half  of  the  Levenson  family,  the  other 
member  of  the  winning  combination  being 
Joseph.  These  executives  started  in  the 
moving  picture  business  when  it  first  be- 
gan. They  were  members  of  the  original 
Strand  Theatres  chain  in  New  York  and 
elsewhere.  They  were  also  connected  with 
the  early  First  National  Pictures'  franchises. 
Their  holdings  include  houses  in  Quincy. 
Coolidge  Corner.  Brookline  Village,  Leomin- 
ster, Oak  Bluffs  and  the  newsreel  theatre  in 
South  Station.  Max  bears  a close  resemblance  to  Gen.  Hugh  Johnson  and  has 
been  mistaken  several  times  in  Washington  for  that  illustrious  gentleman. 


Joseph  Levenson,  at  the  right,  works  hand  in  hand  with  his  brother. 
Max.  They  are  active  and  respected  members  of  the  Massachusetts  bar  and 
maintain  joint  offices  in  the  Old  South  Build- 
ing, Boston.  The  only  other  duo  approach- 
ing this  famous  brother  team  in  close  co- 
operation and  fraternalism  might  be  Damon 
and  Pythias.  The  Levensons  are  in  active 
control  of  all  their  theatres,  checking  on 
bookings  and  keeping  in  close  touch  with  all 
phases  of  the  industry. 


John  Trent  and  beautiful  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds are  starred  in  “Stunt  Pilot."  second 
of  the  Tailspin  Tommy  pictures  which  is 
replete  with  action  and  romance. 

Don't  fail  to  cash  in  on  this  money-making 
series  and  take  advantage  of  its  comic  strip 
popularity.  We  have  a new  Tex  Ritter  west- 
ern on  the  way.  Tex  fights  and  sings  his  way  through  "Man  From  Texas"  to 
maintain  his  rating  as  one  of  the  top  five  western  stars. 

Steve  Broidy 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 


39  CHURCH  STREET 


BOSTON 
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j^EADOW  STREET  is  still  buzzing  with 
echoes  of  the  Wilkinson  dinner.  The 
pioneer  exhibitor  was  presented  with  a 
lounging  chair  and  i-eading  lamp,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  testimonial  parchment,  by 
Morris  Joseph,  Universal  manager,  who 
holds  the  time  record  for  the  territory  on 
the  exchange  end.  The  theme  of  Joseph’s 
presentation  address  was  that  Mr.  George 
Wilkinson  “in  good  times  and  in  bad  times 
had  played  the  game  on  the  up-and-up, 
and  had  been  doing  business  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  live-and-let-live.  In  my  humble 
opinion,”  the  veteran  exchange  man  said, 
“if  all  exhibitors  were  to  do  business  on 
this  same  principle,  there  would  be  no 
need  for  exhibitor  organizations  or  codes  or 
arbitration  boards,  nor  would  there  be  the 
animosity  which  seems  to  exist  between 
the  producer  and  the  exhibitor.” 

In  addition  to  the  master  of  ceremonies 
and  the  chairman,  Ben  Simon  of  2Qth-Fox 
was  given  a big  hand  for  his  untiring  ef- 
forts, behind  the  scenes,  in  arranging  the 
dinner  . . . Bill  Scully  of  New  York,  the 
first  selectman  of  Wallingford,  Irving  C. 
Jacocks  jr.  of  Branford,  Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman 
and  Lou  Phillips  of  New  Haven  were  also 
on  the  speaker  list  . . . Roy  Haines  and 
Edward  Schnitzer  were  among  the  New 
York  visitors  and  Bill  Erbb  and  Al  Kane 
were  in  from  Boston  . . . Lou  Phillips  of 
Modern  Theatre  Equipme7it,  who  was  once 
an  operator  in  WilkmsoJi’s  employ,  would 
exchange  few  honors  for  the  one  of  havmg 
served  on  the  testimonial  committee.  When 
he  recalls  how  Wilkinson  used  to  keep  that 
New  Haven  trolley  ivaitmg  while  he  fin- 
ished the  last  reel,  Lou  is  transported  be- 
yond words.  A surplus  in  the  luncheon 
proceed  has  been  donated  to  the  Register 
Fresh  Air  Fund. 

Plans  for  the  fourth  annual  MPTO  golf 
tournament  gather  momentum  as  August 
1 approaches.  Tire  event  bids  fair  to  bring 
more  film  men  and  friends  than  ever  to 
the  18-hole  coui’se  at  Race  Brook  Coun- 
try Club  in  Orange  for  a full  day  of  ac- 
tivities from  the  10  a.  m.  qualifying  round 
to  the  awarding  of  valuable  prizes  in  the 
evening.  In  the  steady  flow  of  gifts  re- 
ceived by  the  committee,  is  included  a 
handsome  electric  clock  from  Boxoffice. 
Other  gifts  and  trophies,  already  listed 
in  this  column,  will  also  be  worth  swing- 
ing for. 

A big  time  ahead  for  August  10,  too,  when 
the  annual  film  district  outing  will  see  ex- 
hibitors, exchaiige  men  and  all  those  con- 
nected  with  either  (except  wives  aiid  such) 
off  for  a day  at  Rustic  Inn,  Lake  Quoji- 
nipaug.  Homer  C.  Downey,  chairman,  pre- 
dicts a big  turnout  and  plenty  of  fun  in 
the  carefully-planned  program  . . . Savin 
Rock  is  readying  to  play  Bingo,  with  or- 
ganizations as  sponsors.  The  new  law 
limits  the  amount  to  be  given  away  arid 
number  of  games  in  any  one  day. 

Jack  Schwartz  has  raised  admissions  in 
the  newly-renovated  West-End  Theatre, 
Bridgeport,  five  cents,  going  to  25-cent 
top  on  Sundays  and  20  cents  weekdays  . . . 
Maurice  Bailey  of  the  Whalley  Theatre 
states  construction  of  a 900-seat  theatre 


on  site  of  Whitney  Tlreatre  Co.,  Inc.,  at 
1220  Whitney  Ave.,  Hamden,  starts  next 
week  . . . Abel  Jacocks,  who  just  retired 
from  partnership  with  William  Hoyt  in  the 
operation  of  the  Capitol,  East  Haven,  has 
purchased  11  houses  on  Kimberly  Ave.  and 
Sanford  St.,  East  Haven,  to  be  removed 
to  Joyce  and  Estelle  Roads. 

Colo7iial,  Bridgeport,  is  reported  inter- 
ested i7i  redecorating  a7id  air  C07iditi07ii7ig 
. . . Hippodrome,  Bridgeport,  also  talk- 
i7ig  about  redecorating  a7id  reseatmg  . . . 
Middlesex  Theatre,  Middletow7i,  is  making 
plenty  of  7ioise  about  its  7iew  sou7id  in  ad- 
vertismg  . . . He7iry  Fontame  is  offermg 
his  450-seaf  Lily  Theatre,  Plamfield,  for 
sale  . . . Ope7ii7ig  date  for  re7iovated  Rialto, 
Wmdsor  Locks,  July  23  . . . Observers  pre- 
dict the  7iew  Robert  Schwartz  house  in 
Thomasto7i  will  be  delayed  beyo7id  Labor 
Day  . . . New  Fin7i’s,  Jewett  City,  looks 
like  a7i  07i-schedule  opening  for  Labor  Day 
. . . Although  no  activity  is  appare7it  yet 
i7i  Groto7i,  where  the  Jolm  Hesses  an- 
7iou7iced  they  would  open  a theatre,  prod- 
uct of  two  co77ipanies  is  reported  to  have 
bee7i  bought  already. 

It  is  reported  a New  York  concern  is 
considering  building  a 750-seat  theatre  in 
Cromwell,  town  of  2,700  not  five  miles 
from  Middletown.  Site  is  said  to  have 
been  selected  on  the  main  street,  and  ar- 
rangements are  in  progress  for  promotion 
of  the  theatre  . . . Strand  and  Regal  the- 
atres, Hartford;  Capitol,  Springfield,  and 
Roger  Sherman,  New  Haven,  changed  from 
Wednesday  or  Tuesday  opening  to  Friday, 
July  21.  This  gives  “Daughters  Coura- 
geous” a 10-day  engagement,  the  Regal 
holding  over  from  the  Strand  in  Hartford. 

Albert  Lauri07i,  operator  of  the  Union 
Hall,  North  Grosve7iordale,  has  been  a?i  ex- 
hibitor i7i  the  town  for  29  years,  a7id  is 
employed  i7i  the  7nill  daily  until  theatre 
time.  A peep  mto  Laurio7Ts  family  re- 
veals the  interestmg  facts  that  he  has  two 
S071S  who  are  priests  in  Bridgeport  and 
Waterbury,  a7id  two  daughters  who  are 
71U71S,  07ie  hi  Didia,  the  other  i7i  Alberta. 
I7i  addition,  there  is  a married  daughter 
ivho  helps  at  the  theatre  a7id  Mrs.  Laur- 


Knew  Who  He  Wanted 


Boston — The  fact  that  Fabian  Sevitsky, 
former  musical  director  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Theatre  here,  now  is  conductor  of  no 
less  a noteworthy  group  then  the  Indian- 
apolis Symphony  Orchestra,  may  afford  an 
insight  into  the  intensity  of  his  tempera- 
ment. 

When  the  Metropolitan  staff  had  been 
unsuccessful  in  procuring  a particular  sort 
of  piano  for  a stage  production,  Sevitsky 
reached  impatiently  for  a telephone  and 
called  M.  Steinert  & Sons  Co.,  Inc. 

“I  want  Mr.  Steinert,  personally,”  Se- 
vitsky said. 

“Mr.  Steinert  has  been  dead  for  20 
years,”  came  back  the  reply. 

“Very  well,”  Sevitsky  said  with  dignity. 
“Nobody  else  will  do.” 


io7i,  who  gets  credit  for  the  beautiful  gar- 
de7is  of  the  Laurion  ho7ne  . . . Ride  along 
the  mai7i  street  of  Moosup  and  you’re 
bou7id  to  see  Mr.  a7id  Mrs.  John  Hess  sell- 
i7ig  their  picture  wares  at  the  Moosup 
via  sou7id  wago7i,  which  they  themselves 
drive,  ivhile  they  exte7id  friendly  greetings 
to  the  toTvnfolk. 


Look  for  Charles  Repass  of  the  Crown, 
Hartford,  and  you’ll  find  he’s  left  on  a 
motor  tour  with  Mrs.  Repass  and  his  three 
children,  with  Decatur,  111.,  as  first  stop. 
At  Decatur,  the  party  will  watch  the  eld- 
est Repass  son  play  pro  baseball  for  a 
week,  then  go  on  to  Detroit  to  visit.  Then 
to  Canada  and  back  over  the  Peace  Bridge 
to  Buffalo.  This  is  the  first  vacation  for 
Repasses  in  four  years  . . . Joseph  Quitt- 
ner, who  will  operate  the  new  Jewett  City 
Theatre,  in  construction,  is  summering  at 
Moodus  with  Mrs.  Quittner  . . . Seen  on 
the  street:  Smiley  Callahan  in  from  Bos- 
ton . . . Dave  Sugarman,  manager  of  the 
Regal,  Hartford,  now  on  vacation  . . . 
Raymond  Parlin  of  the  National  Theatre 
Supply  home  office  . . . George  R.  Giroux, 
field  representative  of  Technicolor  Motion 
Picture  Corp.,  in  from  the  west  coast  . . . 
Morris  Pouzzner,  who  was  visiting  in  New 
Haven  for  a few  days  with  Mrs.  Pouzzner, 
his  son-in-law,  and  nephew  . . . Rocco  Bon- 
go, of  the  Community,  Oakville,  a picture 
of  sartorial  elegance. 

Vacati07ii7ig : Rose  Rumanoff  of  the  Uni- 
versal office  is  at  Shwanga  Lodge  . . . Be- 
lieve it  or  not:  Monya  Hadelman,  Mod- 
ern Theatre  Equip7ne7it  secretary,  is  mak- 
i7ig  first  acquaintance  with  Coney  Island 
071  her  prese7it  vacation  . . . Whatever  it 
was  that  really  happened,  that  was  a mem- 
orable trip  to  New  York  on  the  part  of 
Bob  Schwartz  and  Billy  Sirica  . . . Joseph 
Corwel  can  catch  nearly  everything  in  the 
7ieighborhood  of  the  Liberty,  but  he  can’t 
find  the  combi7iati07i  for  the  carp  at  Lake 
Zoar,  where  he  summers. 

Managers’  Doings:  Ski  Neumann  of  the 
Bradley  Theatre,  Putnam,  was  so  success- 
ful with  the  bathing  beauty  contest  he 
promoted  at  a cost  of  next  to  zero  at  his 
theatre  last  year,  that  the  entire  Inter- 
State  circuit  was  ordered  to  go  and  do 
likewise.  This  year  he  again  packed  them 
in.  promoting  prizes  of  a loving  cup,  Jant- 
zen  bathing  suit,  permanent  wave,  and  oth- 
er merchandise,  and  filling  in  with  some 
Annie  Oakleys.  Not  content  with  the  dis- 
taff angle.  Ski  is  now  staging  a “hand- 
somest man”  contest  on  July  27,  in  co- 
operation with  a leading  clothing  store, 
which  will  contribute  prizes  of  palm  beach 
suits,  sport  slacks,  etc. 

Ja77ies  J.  Bracken  of  Warner  Theatres 
is  on  vacatio7i  in  Philly  . . . John  Hesse 
has  had  his  shore  leave  temporarily  post- 
P07ied  . . . Bob  Russell  is  strong  for  fish- 
i7ig  on  Peconic  Bay  . . . Lou  Schaefer  of 
the  Paramount  will  be  vacationing  Aug- 
ust 10  . . . Helen  dementi  of  the  Para- 
mou7it  staff  is  seemg  the  sights  at  Asbury 
Park  . . . Nat  Rubin  arranged  a special 
7norni7ig  preview  of  “On  Borrowed  Time,” 
with  Dr.  William  Lyon  Phelps,  other  edu- 
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cators,  and  representative  people  from 
other  walks  of  life  prese?it.  Clever  stunt 
to  mark  this  coming  attraction  was  Nat 
Rubin’s  little  curtain  speech  after  the  ad- 
vance trailer  on  it,  asking  patrons  to  see 
“On  Borrowed  Time”  from  the  beginning 
and  to  keep  the  plot  to  themselves. 

Manager  Fox  of  the  Strand,  Willimantic, 
figured  his  new  serial,  “Mandrake  the 
Magician,”  would  be  showing  12  weeks  or 
36  days,  and,  therefore,  heralded  it  above 
his  two  feature  pictures  in  his  advertising 
. . . Jack  O’Connell  of  the  Roger  Sher- 
man arranged  a music-guessing  contest 
on  WELI  for  “Daughters  Courageous,”  with 
five  pairs  of  guest  tickets  inducing  a flood 
of  telegrams  . . . The  Paramount  has  10- 
a-week  spot  announcements  on  WELI  . . . 
Lou  Schaefer  worked  a hosiery  tieup  on 
“Man  About  Town”  with  a leading  depart- 
ment store  and  imprinted  1,500  song-sheet 
wrappers  for  distribution  at  Kresge’s. 

Madge  Evans  called  “delightful”  in 
Biography  at  the  Ivoryton  Playhouse  . . . 
Elissa  Landi  wowed  them  in  “Lady  Has 
a Heart”  at  Stony  Creek  one  week  and 
in  “Tovarich”  at  Guilford  Chapel  Play- 
house the  next  . . . George  Petrie  did  all 
right  in  “Twentieth  Century”  in  a taxing 
role  at  Stony  Creek  . . . Edward  Everett 
Horton  is  due  at  Clinton  next  month  in 
“Springtime  for  Henry,”  which  is  winning 
him  orchids  at  other  strawhats  . . . An- 
nouncement that  Thurman  Arnold,  a lead- 
ing spirit  behind  the  government’s  anti- 
trust drive  against  the  industry,  will  re- 
sign as  assistant  attorney  general  to  re- 
turn to  Yale  as  professor  of  law,  has  not 
been  officially  confirmed  at  Yale. 


National  Anthem  Practice 
Upheld  by  Newspaper 

WOLFEBORO,  N.  H. — The  growing  practice 
of  theatres  featuring  the  national  anthem 
to  open  and  conclude  their  programs  was 
defended  in  an  editorial,  “Right  or  Wrong, 
My  Country!”  in  the  Granite  State  News, 
published  here. 

“More  and  more  theatres  and  radio  sta- 
tions are  using  the  national  anthem  to 
open  and  close  their  performances,”  said 
the  News.  “A  few  alarmists  have  said  that 
this  is  deliberate  propaganda  to  prepare 
the  country  for  a war  drive. 

“This  is  a most  extreme  view.  In  time 
of  international  discord  and  economic 
stress,  it  is  high  time  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  turned  their  thoughts 
now  and  then  from  their  own  selfish  pur- 
suits to  the  welfare  of  their  country.  And 
the  playing  of  the  national  anthem  does 
this. 

“No  other  country  gives  its  citizens  such 
absolute  freedom  of  movement  within  the 
borders  of  the  nation,  and  such  freedom 
of  expression  by  press,  by  radio,  by  screen 
and  by  pulpit. 

“It  is  high  time  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  gave  thought  to  their  coun- 
try, for  the  opportunities  that  exist  for 
them  and  for  the  freedom  it  extends  to 
them.” 


Sonja  Henie  Vehicle 

Hollywood — “Shadows  in  the  Valley,”  a 
story  by  the  late  S.  S.  Van  Dine,  is  Sonja 
Henie’s  next  vehicle  for  20th-Fox.  Harry 
Joe  Brown  produces. 


Few  men  have  had  the  unusual  experi- 
ence of  being  an  exhibitor  as  well  as  a 
distributor  of  motion  pictures.  This  dis- 
tinction attaches  to  Joe  Davis  of  New 
Haven  with  particular  emphasis  because 
of  his  many  years  spent  in  both  fields  of 
endeavor.  Having  recently  sold  out  his 
interests  in  two  theatres  in  Southington 
and  Bridgeport,  he  is  now  on  the  sidelines 
and  therefore,  without  bias,  can  discuss  the 
various  factors  now  disturbing  the  industry. 

Davis  spent  several  years  in  Boston  as 
sales  manager  for  Paramount  Pictures  and 
possesses  two  mementoes  of  which  he  is 
very  proud.  One  is  a gold  medal  denoting 
that  he  was  a member  of  the  100  Per  Cent 
Club  of  Paramount.  The  other  is  a silver 
cigarette  case  presented  by  Adolph  Zukor 
on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  at  Mr. 
Zukor’s  estate  at  New  City  of  the  success- 
ful “Over  The  Top  Drive.” 

Later  he  became  affiliated  with  Warner 
Bros,  as  branch  manager  in  New  Haven, 
which  post  he  held  for  five  years,  making 
many  lasting  friendships  here  in  both  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition.  From  this  latter 
connection  he  entered  the  exhibition  field, 
operating  the  Colonial  Theatre  in  South- 
ington and  the  Black  Rock  Theatre  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Asked  his  opinion  of  the  Neely  Bill,  he 
contends  its  passage  would  shake  the  very 


Plan  a Film  Library 

H,wover,  N.  H. — At  a meeting  of  the 
New  England  Educational  Film  Ass’n  at 
Dartmouth  College  here,  attended  by  rep' 
resentatives  of  26  colleges  and  junior  col- 
leges, a committee  was  chosen  to  launch 
plans  for  cooperative  establishment  of  an 
educational  sound  film  library  for  com- 
mon use. 


Sets  Auto  Stunt 

Boston  — Nathan  Levin,  manager  for 
M&P  in  Roxbury,  is  working  on  the  pro- 
motion of  a second-hand  automobile  for 
a theatre  giveaway.  Levin  is  endeavor- 
ing to  tie  in  a reputable  local  dealer  for 
the  stunt.  The  promotion  of  cooperative 
advertising  also  is  in  view. 


Roach  Holds  Rian  James 

Hollywood — Hal  Roach  has  signed 
Scripter  Rian  James  for  another  term. 


And  He  Still  Is 
Doing  It 

Boston — One  of  the  local  oddities  of 
the  moment  is  the  fact  that  a current 
juvenile  star  once  banned  from  at- 
tending shows  at  a certain  suburban 
film  house  “because  he  raised  too 
much  hell,"  is  now  one  of  the  largest 
screen  draws  at  that  same  theatre. 


foundation  of  the  industry  as  it  is  now 
constituted.  “Without  touching  on  the 
many-sided  and  controversial  pros  and 
cons  as  to  its  benefits  and  hardships,”  he 
claims,  “it  would  be  a very  costly  ex- 
periment now  and  in  the  very  near  future 
and  the  many  exhibitors  and  not  a few 
producers  and  distributors  would  be  un- 
able to  survive  the  adjustment  period  that 
would  result  under  the  precarious  economic 
conditions  prevailing.” 

Davis  feels  that  only  after  a period  of 
prosperity  affording  a backlog  of  profits 
should  such  a drastic  move  be  made,  if 
ever.  “Certainly  such  a change  should 
not  be  made  until  economic  conditions 
create  a substantial  foundation  for  such 
readjustment.” 

He  is  wholeheartedly  in  favor  of  the  in- 
dustry settling  its  own  affairs  and  of  keep- 
ing the  long  arm  of  the  government  out 
of  its  disputes.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  recently  outlined  “concessions”  made 
by  most  of  the  distributors  should  be  ac- 
cepted “by  the  rank  and  file  of  exhibitors 
on  the  basis  of  good  faith  and  given  a 
trial.  If  found  wanting,  the  very  spirit  of 
conciliation  which  prompted  their  forma- 
tion would  again  arise  to  effect  any  neces- 
sary and  equitable  readjustments.” 

Lauds  Arbitration  Setup 

Tlie  arbitration  setup,  he  claims,  augurs 
well  for  the  future  relations  of  exhibitors 
and  distributors  if  equitably  and  promptly 
applied.  “In  this  way  many  sore  spots  can 
be  cured  without  becoming  chronic,  and 
a healthy  industry  spirit  of  cooperation  can 
be  maintained.”  Now,  he  states,  exhibitor 
is  set  against  exhibitor  and  against  their 
own  source  of  supply,  which  exposes  both 
to  outside  aggression,  leading  to  govern- 
ment regulation. 

Drawing  on  his  exhibitor  experience  for 
a discussion  of  double  bills,  Davis  claims 
the  evil  was  born  as  a natural  result  of 
highly  competitive  conditions,  rather  than 
from  any  urgent  desire  of  the  public.  “Of 
course,”  he  states,  “the  public  was  quick 
to  take  advantage  of  the  situation  and 
what  now  seems  to  be  the  desire  is  only 
habit.”  A poll  of  his  patrons  by  mail  in- 
dicated that  80  per  cent  preferred  duals. 
Davis  claims  it’s  like  asking  a hungry 
man  whether  he  prefers  two  pieces  of  pie. 
It  is  his  contention  that  a serious  and 
concerted  move  should  be  made  on  the  part 
of  all  factions  of  the  industry  which  de- 
sire the  elimination  of  the  evil.  This  move 
should  be  made  with  conviction  and  fore- 
sight for  a long  pull,  and  not  abandoned 
because  receipts  may  drop  for  a few  weeks. 
Simultaneously,  of  course,  he  claims,  the 
producers  must  concentrate  on  the  pro- 
duction of  “A”  pictui’es  only.  It  is  his  con- 
tention that  as  long  as  double  bills  exist, 
producers  will  continue  to  make  “B”  pic- 
tures on  a low  cost  budget. 

Davis  has  not  made  any  connection  as 
yet  since  the  recent  sale  of  his  theatres, 
but  hopes  to  be  on  the  distribution  side  of 
the  industry  again  in  the  very  near  fu- 
ture. His  long  and  varied  experience  and 
his  excellent  record  should  stand  him  in 
good  stead. 
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lOfORUlflllOn  BURtOU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT-lSl  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT48G  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  wasliers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT52S  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


MT552 

MT553 

MT554 

MT555 

MT556 

MT557 

MT558 

MT559 

MT560 

MT561 

MT562 

MT563 

MT564 


LIGHTING 


MT569 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MT573 
MT574 
MT575 
MTS  7 6 
MT577 
MT578 
MT579 
MT580 
MTS  81 
MTS  8 2 
MTS83 
MT584 
MT585 
MT586 
MT587 
MT588 
MT589 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 

MT551  Colored  lamps  PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT64  3 Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MTG49  Air  sprays 
MTG50  Soap  dispensers 
MTG51  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT()53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MTG55  Exhaust  fans 
MTG56  Plumbing  fixtures 
MTG57  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MTG61  Sound  sy^ems,  complete 

MTGG2  Sound  heads 

MTG63  Amplifiers 

MTG64  Pre-amplifiers 

MT6G5  Speakers 

MTG66  Rectifiers 

MT6G7  Condensers 

MTG68  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MTG72  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MTG74  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MTG77  Hearing  aid  systems 

MTG78  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  7-22-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  ®n  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MTGOO  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MTG05  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MTG08  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MTG12  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT61G  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  .shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT68G  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MT68  9 Stage  draperies 
MTG90  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Sates,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Interstale,  R&R  in  a 
Management  Swap 

Dallas — The  Interstate  circuit  and  Robb 
& Rowley-United  have  interchanged  one 
against  two  of  their  Dallas  houses  for 
operative  management  without  including 
sale  or  transfer  of  ownership  of  any  of  the 
properties,  according  to  C.  V.  Jones,  R&R 
official. 

Interstate  now  is  operating  the  Mirror 
on  Elm  St.,  which  for  years  has  been  oper- 
ated by  R&R  as  a downtown  subsequent 
run.  R&R,  in  turn,  have  taken  over  the 
Bison  and  Astor  theatres  in  Oak  Cliff 
which  houses  formerly  were  operated  by 
Interstate.  The  deal  gives  R&R  five 
houses  in  Oak  Cliff,  the  largest  suburban 
addition  to  Dallas. 


Cotton  Improvement  Looks 
Bright  lor  Film  Trade 

New  Orleans — The  cotton  situation  in 
both  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  looks  ex- 
ceedingly bright  to  the  film  industry  for 
the  coming  season,  and  with  anticipated 
political  activity,  both  state  and  national, 
in  which  much  ready  money  will  be  loos- 
ened, theatres  throughout  the  territory 
believe  that  the  1939-40  season  will  ex- 
ceed in  receipts  that  of  last  season. 

Admission  prices  are  very  low  in  New 
Orleans.  Exhibitors  outside  the  immediate 
territory  are  wondering  how  it  is  possible. 
New  Orleans  has  two  houses  practically  in 
the  center  of  the  city  that  are  running  two 
features,  a couple  of  shorts  and  a newsreel 
for  a dime.  The  Casino  is  running  prac- 
tically the  same  program  for  five  cents. 

Here  is  another  right  in  the  heart  of  the 
city:  The  Saenger  charges  40  cents  plus 
for  a first  run;  then  after  a short  period 
the  film  is  shifted  to  the  Tudor  for  a 25- 
cent  run;  next  door  is  the  Globe  (both 
Saenger  houses)  which  puts  on  the  same 
for  15  cents.  There  has,  as  far  as  is  known, 
been  no  effort  to  advance  the  admission 
prices  in  the  downtown  houses.  It  is 
said  they  can  get  half  a dollar  easily  for 
the  class  of  attractions  in  the  three  first- 
class  theatres. 


Improvements  and  a New 
House  Due  lor  Fordyce 

Little  Rock — ^A  number  of  improve- 
ments for  the  Amuse-U  Theatre,  Fordyce, 
recently  acquired  by  K.  Lee  Williams,  and 
plans  for  the  construction  of  a new  thea- 
tre there  have  been  announced. 

The  Amuse-U,  at  present  in  charge  of 
R.  B.  Hardy,  formerly  of  Prescott,  had 
been  owned  and  operated  by  Mrs.  Marks 
Attwood  before  it  was  sold  to  the  Williams 
group. 


Mangham  Visits  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans  — John  W.  Mangham, 
Monogram  franchise  holder  for  the  south- 
east,  was  in  town  this  week,  checking  over 
exchanges. 


Oakley  Is  Absolved 
Of  Arson  Charge 

Tyler.  Tex. — S.  L.  Oakley,  manager  of 
the  Dallas  branch  of  Jefferson  Amuse- 
ment and  East  Texas  theatre  circuits 
and  formerly  owner  of  the  Rex  Thea- 
tre in  Arp,  Tex.,  appeared  here  volun- 
tarily before  the  Smith  County  grand 
jury  where  he  was  no-billed  and  ex- 
onerated of  arson  charges  in  connec- 
tion with  the  fire  that  destroyed  the 
Rex,  October  7,  1938. 

Tyler  newspapers  recently  printed 
stories  that  Oakley  had  been  impli- 
cated in  the  fire  by  testimony  to  police 
of  Joe  Hackney,  former  manager  of  the 
Rex.  Hackney,  the  newspapers  said, 
pleaded  guilty  to  setting  the  theatre  on 
fire  and  testified  that  he  did  it  at  Oak- 
ley's suggestion. 


Dallas — S.  L.  Oakley  on  Thursday 
confirmed  Tyler  reports  that  he  had  ap- 
peared voluntarily  before  the  Smith 
County  grand  jury  and  was  no-billed 
and  exonerated  of  arson  charges  in 
connection  with  the  destruction  by  fire 
of  the  Rex  Theatre  in  Arp,  Tex.,  Oct. 

7,  1938. 

Cash  Prizes  Invade 
Downtown  N.  0. 

New  Orleans — The  money  giveaway  has 
invaded  the  downtown  New  Orleans  thea- 
tre area.  Hitherto,  all  efforts  had  been 
bent  by  both  distributors  and  exhibitors 
to  keep  it  out  here,  since  all  acknowledge 
the  giveaway  is  bad  competition  the  whole 
way  round. 

As  usual,  Joy  Houck,  who  pioneered  in 
making  double  features  a permanent  pol- 
icy at  the  Strand  and  who  extended  this 
policy  to  the  Regent,  which  he  took  over 
and  rechristened  the  Rio,  introduced  the 
cash  giveaways  to  both  his  houses.  The 
prize  money  is  called  off  apparently  and 
an  occupant  in  either  house  may  win.  Dis- 
tributors apparently  don’t  worry  much 
what  happens  in  these  houses  because  of 
their  low  price  policy. 

However,  if  the  new  policy  cuts  business 
away  from  either  the  Liberty,  the  Lyceum 
or  the  Center,  it  is  possible  that  these 
houses  may  follow  suit. 

Wichita  Falls  Remodeling 
lob  Start  Is  Scheduled 

Wichita  Falls,  Tex. — Construction  was 
to  start  immediately  by  Texas  Consoli- 
dated Theatres,  Inc.,  on  a $150,000  project 
that  will  convert  the  old  Opera  House  at 
Tenth  and  Indiana  streets  into  a modern 
motion  picture  and  vaudeville  theatre. 
These  plans  were  first  announced  a year 
ago  by  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  president  of  Texas 
Consolidated,  an  Interstate  circuit  sub- 
sidiary, when  the  KMA  oil  field  was  at  its 
height. 

Plans  call  for  1,500  seats,  fireproof  con- 
struction, air  conditioning,  lighting  and 
stage  facilities  for  vaudeville  and  plays. 


Col.  Cole  to  Capital 
For  Industry  Talk 

Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied’s  national 
president,  left  over  the  weekend  for  Wash- 
ington for  conferences  at  the  department 
of  commerce.  He  had  been  invited  by  the 
secretary  to  talk  over  industry  problems 
and  the  first  meeting  was  scheduled  for 
Wednesday,  Cole  believed.  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Allied  national  counsel,  would  in 
all  probability,  sit  in,  he  said. 

Cole  had  made  no  plans  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington until  last  Saturday,  it  was  learned, 
as  attention  was  called  to  previously 
printed  stories  that  he  was  on  his  way. 


L.  C.  Griiiith  Tops  Move 
For  Oo  C.  Variety  Tent 

Oklahoma  City — Definite  plans  for  or- 
ganization of  a local  Variety  Club  are  be- 
ing formulated  by  leaders  of  the  theatre 
business  here,  with  L.  C.  Griffith  of  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  taking  the  lead. 

He  has  written  theatrical  leaders  asking 
them  to  attend  a meeting  at  the  Biltmore 
Hotel  on  August  2 for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  or  drawing  up  plans  for  such 
a chapter. 

“We  will  endeavor  to  perfect  plans  for  a 
chapter  at  this  meeting”  Griffith  states. 
“At  the  same  time  we  will  discuss  a num- 
ber of  charities  we  might  sponsor,  as  well 
as  discuss  matters  such  as  dues,  quar- 
ters, etc.” 

While  attending  the  Theatre  Owners  of 
Oklahoma,  Inc.,  annual  convention  here, 
R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Chief  Barker  of  the  Dal- 
las tent  and  general  manager  of  the  Inter- 
state circuit,  suggested  that  Oklahoma 
City  theatremen  organize  a tent. 

Code  Committee  Report 
Is  Due  Oklahomans 

Oklahoma  City — A report  from  the  spe- 
cial committee  on  the  trade  practice  code 
appointed  at  the  convention  of  the  Thea- 
tre Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc.,  is  expected 
within  the  next  ten  days. 

The  committee  was  reported  to  consider 
the  trade  practice  code  provisions  and  ad- 
vise the  board  of  directors  of  the  associa- 
tion on  whether  or  not  the  association 
should  endorse  the  code  in  its  entirety,  in 
part  or  not  at  all. 

Delay  has  been  due  to  the  inability  of 
the  committee  members  to  secure  com- 
plete copies  of  the  draft  for  consideration. 

Morgantown  Mimosa  Set 
To  Open  in  October 

Morgantown,  N.  C. — Opening  of  the 
new  Mimosa  Theatre  here  has  been  tenta- 
tively set  as  early  October.  To  seat  ap- 
proximately 800,  the  house  already  is  un- 
der construction.  Provision  is  made  for 
the  installation  of  100  more  chairs  if  they 
should  be  needed. 

The  house  will  be  operated  by  C.  V.,  F. 
W.  and  W.  I.  Davis,  the  partnership  now 
controlling  the  Alva  and  Carolina  thea- 
tres here. 
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Joy  Amusement  Files  Charges 
Against  Majors,  Interstate 


Houston — Suit  for  damages  has  been 
filed  in  federal  district  court  by  Joy 
Amusement  Co.  against  Interstate  circuit, 
Horwitz  Theatres,  M-G-M,  RKO,  Repub- 
lic Pictures  Corp.,  of  Texas,  Loew’s,  Inc., 
Paramount,  Columbia,  Vitagraph,  and 
20th  Century-Fox,  the  petition  claiming 
violations  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act 
on  the  part  of  these  ten  defendants. 

Amount  of  damages  asked  is  $17,366.31 
vi'hich  the  plaintiff  claims  is  the  loss  in 
profits  he  sustained  because  the  defend- 
ants, he  alleges,  prevented  the  Joy  Thea- 
tre from  exhibiting  first-class  films. 


Dallas — Early  in  the  spring  Boxoffice 
carried  a statement  from  Tol  Teeter  of  the 
Joy  Theatre  in  Houston,  which  said  he 
would  file  suit  against  the  distributors  and 
the  two  theatre  groups.  The  Joy  operates 
vaudeville  or  burlesque  and  films  to  go 
with  it. 


Latest  Equipment  Sales 
By  Dallas  NTS  Ollice 

Dallas — Latest  equipment  sales  report- 
ed by  the  local  branch  of  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  follow:  Fain  Theatre,  Wood- 
ville,  Tex.,  projectors,  curtain  control  and 
track,  screen,  lenses,  carpet,  rubber  mat- 
ting, reel  end  alarms,  enclosed  automatic 
rewind,  panic  bolts,  cooling  equipment  in- 
cluding fan,  washer,  pump,  drive,  motor 
and  deflectors;  Griffith’s  new  Denver  City 
theatre,  sound,  projectors,  lamps,  recti- 
fiers, screen,  carpet,  chairs;  Palace,  Chil- 
dress, chrome  furniture;  Rialto,  Green- 
ville, rubber  mats;  Texas,  Lufkin,  and  Jack- 
son,  Jacksonville,  electric  hand-driers;  Lone 
Star,  Jasper,  lamps,  generator,  screen, 
lenses,  automatic  rewind;  Rita,  Nacog- 
doches, rubber  matting;  S.  G,  Fry,  Tyler, 
carpet. 


Southern  Circuit  Brings 
Old  Stunts  Up  to  Date 

New  York — Much-used  street  ballyhoos 
and  stunts  are  brought  up  to  date  in  pic- 
ture campaigns  by  Interstate  Enterprises, 
according  to  Nat  Williams  of  the  chain, 
who  was  a visitor  here  at  RKO’s  World’s 
Fair  exhibitor  lounge. 

The  circuit,  comprising  seven  links  in 
Georgia  and  Florida,  uses  two  sound 
trucks  at  intervals  over  the  territory. 
Exploitation  gags,  with  a comedy  twist, 
are  brought  into  play,  he  adds. 

Interstate  is  building  a theatre  at  the- 
atreless Meigs,  Ga.  Circuit  headquarters 
are  at  Thomasville,  Ga, 


Has  New  Catalogue 

Enid,  Okla, — A new  catalogue  has  been 
prepared  by  Wesley  Trout,  equipment 
dealer,  on  his  lines.  Especially  featured  is 
Trouco  film  cement. 


Dallas  Variely  Picnic 
For  Staffs  Pleases 

Dallas — To  a man  and  a woman,  film 
exchange  employes  are  grateful  to  Variety 
Club,  Tent  No,  17,  for  a grand  and  glor- 
ious time  at  the  picnic  Saturday  after- 
noon and  night  in  Vickery  Park, 

T.  P,  (Pat)  Williams,  M-G-M  shipper 
and  president  of  Local  B-53,  Film  Ex- 
change Employes,  including  shippings,  in- 
spectors and  poster  clerks,  and  speaking 
for  his  organization  expressed  gratitude 
for  the  party  and  told  how  all  members 
appreciated  the  affair. 

A letter,  he  said,  was  on  its  way  to  Chief 
Barker  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  extending  thanks 
to  the  chief,  to  Variety  directors  and 
members  and  to  the  committees  which 
worked  out  the  picnic  arrangements. 

So  pleased  were  Variety  officials  with 
their  first  outing  honoring  exchange  and 
theatre  workers,  it  was  decided  to  make 
the  event  an  annual  affair.  Five  hundred 
employes  and  Variety  members  attended 
Saturday  afternoon  and  at  night  the  num- 
ber was  swelled  to  1,200  including  mem- 
bers of  their  families  and  friends. 


'^^UKE”  EVANS,  as  usual,  with  some- 
thing new,  unusual,  and  different,  was 
the  only  cash  concession  on  the  grounds. 
His  “Dart”  game  made  money  for  the  club 
— and  monkeys  out  of  the  guys  and  gals 
who  tried  to  run  up  a high  score. 


Chief  Barker  “Bob”  O’Donnell  finally 
succumbed  to  the  lure  of  the  microphone 
and  took  over  the  job  of  awarding  the 
$50  grand  prize  for  Bingo.  “Speed”  Hoover 
was  the  eventual  winner. 


Bob  O’Donnell  promised  that  the  Variety 
Club  Picnic  would  be  an  annual  affair — 
and  also  admitted  that  the  committee  had 
learned  a few  things  about  picnics  . . . 
the  most  important  being  to  “not  run  out 
of  beer  at  6 p.  m.” 


“Skipper”  Cherry  is  nursing  a sore  back 
after  doing  a grand  job  of  riding  the  “Base- 
ball” Mules.  These  long-eared  equines 
simply  failed  to  cooperate,  but  it  was  fun! 


Paul  Short  deserted  his  duties  at  Na- 
tional Screen  long  enough  to  put  in  a 
spectacular  appearance  with  his  Mrs.,  the 
inimitable  Besa,  of  Interstate. 


Lynn  Stocker  assumed  the  sole  respon- 
sibilities of  clearing  the  African  Domino 
game  of  some  unwanted  players. 


Harold  Robb  was  a “lost  lamb”  without 
his  side-kick,  Wallace  Walthall,  who  was 


Unique  Paint  Job  Will 
Premiere  in  Lawton 

Dallas — A world  premiere  for  paints  as 
applied  to  a theatre  will  be  held  soon  in 
the  Dome  Theatre  at  Lawton,  Okla.,  ac- 
cording to  W.  B.  King,  who  has  secured 
a contract  to  revamp  the  interior  of  that 
house.  Conti-Glo  paints  to  be  used  with 
black  lights  will  be  applied  to  the  walls 
of  the  theatre,  he  said,  being  the  first  time 
such  treatment  has  been  given  to  any  thea- 
tre in  this  country,  as  far  as  could  be 
learned. 

There  will  be  three  wall  panels  on  either 
side.  The  center  panels  will  contain  the 
magic  pictures  or  scenes.  They  are  one 
thing  in  ordinary  light  and  something  en- 
tirely different  when  under  the  black  light. 
The  Lawton,  King  said,  plans  to  merchan- 
dise its  new  decorations  as  a novelty  at- 
traction for  its  patrons. 

The  Lawton  is  owned  by  the  Lawton 
Theatre  Corp.,  which  company  also  owns 
the  Palace,  Dome  and  Murray.  The  in- 
dividuals are  Mrs.  Marguerite  Day,  Max 
Brock  and  Harry  Williams. 


Speed  on  Fain  Job 

WooDViLLE,  Tex. — The  J.  Wood  Fains  are 
jubilant  over  prospects  for  opening  their 
new  500-seat  theatre  September  1.  The 
foundation  is  in  and  walls  are  going  up 
rapidly.  Upholstered  seats,  new  sound, 
butane  gas  for  heating  and  air-conditioning 
will  be  features  of  equipment. 


functioning  as  a chaperon  to  40  kids  going 
to  the  Variety  Club  Boys’  Camp  at  Belton. 


The  dancing  lasted  until  12:00  p.  m.  and 
there  were  a lot  of  nice  things  said  about 
Hyman  Chaminsky’s  music. 


Walter  King  attempted  a “strip  tease” 
about  10:30  p.  m.  but  was  censored  in  the 
nick  of  time. 


Buddy  Harris,  Sam  Anderson,  Harold 
Robb,  and  “Uncle  Joe”  Estes  formed  an  al- 
leged quartette — not  bad,  but  certainly  not 
good. 


There  was  an  abundance  of  Shoemaker’s 
Barbecue — but  an  over-abimdance  of  ap- 
petites caused  a shortage  long  before  dark. 


Frank  Starz  set  some  kind  of  a record 
by  refusing  to  partake  of  anything  stronger 
than  “cokes.” 


This  was  the  first  gathering  of  showmen 
this  year  where  E.  B.  (M-G-M)  Coleman 
did  not  have  the  meeting  place  plastered 
with  photos  of  his  stars. 


Wally  Nass,  Vic  Maxwell,  Dorothy  Meal- 
er,  Winifred  Cutler,  Susie  Coleman,  Tom 
Harris,  Dimcan  Hamric,  Irving  Grandjean, 
Elmer  Dalton,  Gertrude  Helm  and  Marie 
Harper  were  representing  National  Screen 
in  a joyous  manner. 


Picnic  Sidelights 
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Mayor  Dedicates  the  New 
Dilworth  in  Charlotte 

Charlotte — Charlotte’s  new  theatre,  the 
Dilworth,  second  uptown  showhouse,  was 
dedicated  by  Mayor  Ben  E.  Douglas  on 
opening.  The  526  seater  is  operated  by 
North  Carolina  Theatres,  Inc.,  of  which 
H.  P.  Khncey  is  president. 

It  is  the  fifth  Kincey  house  in  Charlotte. 
The  Kincey  organization  operates  over  80 
theatres  in  the  Carolinas. 

Glenn  Grove,  heretofore  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Carolina,  will  manage  the 
Dilworth.  Danner  Sitton  succeeds  him  at 
the  Carolina. 


Fire  at  Lubbock 

Lubbock,  Tex. — A booth  fire  in  the  Ar- 
cadia did  little  or  no  damage  although  a 
hurried  exodus  of  the  audience  was  made 
as  smoke  came  into  the  house.  W.  O. 
Bearden,  co-owner,  said  the  situation  was 
handled  in  an  orderly  manner. 


Van  Alstyne  House  Remodeled 
Van  Alstyne,  Tex. — The  New  Aztec,  re- 
modeled version  of  the  old,  is  now  a 
streamlined  modernistic  affair  doing  busi- 
ness as  usual  at  the  old  stand.  The  house 
is  owned  by  Lutzer  Bros,  of  Dallas. 


Remodeling  for  Breckenridge 

Breckenridge,  Tex. — Texas  Consolidat- 
ed Theatres  will  modernize  the  National 
Theatre  before  the  fall  season  sets  in,  ac- 
cording to  Bill  Smith,  manager.  New 
equipment  will  be  installed. 


m A iiL 

gALUTATIONS  to  Marshall  Stuart,  the 
DeLeon  exhibitor,  who  brought  this 
reporter  a bushel  basket  of  improved  Al- 
berta peaches.  It  was  the  handsomest  col- 
lection of  fruit  we  ever  saw.  Stuart  had 
been  boasting  about  the  fruit  crop  in  his 
country — we  challenged  him  on  it  a bit 
and  got  the  proof.  We  would  have  gotten 
a watermelon  but  Marshall  said  there  were 
only  two  men  in  the  field  and  they  couldn’t 
get  it  to  the  car  . . . Not  satisfied  with  bring- 
ing peaches  Monday,  Stuart  brought  in  sev- 
eral of  the  big  watermelons  Wednesday, 
handing  them  out  to  friends,  including 
the  Boxoffice  representative.  He  had 
help  this  time  in  lugging  the  big  fruit  out 
of  the  field.  The  industry  in  Dallas  will 
certainly  know  that  they  raise  big  stuff 
around  DeLeon  as  well  as  operate  thea- 
tres. 

Frank  Wilkie  of  Houston  and  Paul  Poag, 
of  Del  Rio,  were  among  the  week’s  vis- 
itors. 

Forest  Nine,  south  Texas  representa- 
tive six  years  for  National  Screen,  re- 
signed July  15,  to  take  on  “Movie  Cash” 
for  this  territory.  He  will  open  a Film- 
row  office. 

Leslie  Wilkes  and  family  left  hy  car 
this  week  for  New  York  on  ari  extended 
trip. 

P.  K.  Johnston  of  Interstate  and  Wal- 


IIL  A ^ 

lace  Walthall,  of  National  Screen,  were 
a committee  of  two  to  take  48  boys  to  the 
Variety  Club  camp  at  Belton  for  a two 
weeks’  outing  and  to  bring  back  48  who 
had  been  there  for  that  period. 

B.  H.  Haralson,  former  manager  of  Al- 
lied Poster  Exchange,  now  is  manager  of 
the  Texas  Poster  Exchange.  Incidentally, 
Haralson  has  moved  into  his  attractive 
new  home  which  he  built  just  north  of 
University  Park.  His  uncle.  Col.  Harry 
A.  Cole,  lives  with  him. 

P.  W.  Cloud  of  Snyder  and  Martin  La- 
mour  of  Graham,  made  pop  calls  to  the 
Row  this  week. 

A.  B.  Momand  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,  vis- 
ited the  Row  Wednesday  and  chatted  cas- 
ually with  friends  about  his  suit  which 
comes  up  at  Oklahoma  City  in  Septem- 
ber. 

John  Adams,  private  secretaiw  to  Karl 
Hoblitzelle  and  R.  J.  O’Donnell  at  Inter- 
state, is  vacationing  but  we  didn’t  learn 
in  what  part  of  the  country. 

H.  N.  Britten  was  up  from  Pharr  setting 
in  pictures  for  his  show  there  and  in  San 
Juan  where  he  is  interested  with  a part- 
ner, R.  O.  Brewer.  Britten  says  it’s  off 

(Continued  on  page  120) 


IT’S  HOT! 


NOW 


Uur  eieven  years  experience  m 
handling  new  cooling  installations 
and  remodeling  obsolete  systems  is 
worth  considering.  Let  us  handle 
your  cooling  just  as  we  have  han- 
dled hundreds  of  satisfactory  instal- 
lations in  the  Southwest. 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

"Fair  Treatment  an<d  Adequate  Service  Always" 
210  SOUTH  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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^ CLYDE  SMITH,  theatre  executive  of 
Hot  Springs,  has  been  selected  gen- 
eral chairman  of  the  Hot  Springs  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce’s  $100,000  membership- 
advertising campaign. 

J.  B.  Coverston,  mmiager  of  the  Cozy, 
Gravette,  is  discontinuing  Sunday  mati- 
nees  and  will  show  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day nights  . . . Thomas  Shepherd  of  Fend- 
ley.  has  bought  the  theatre  at  Amity  . . . 
The  Victory,  Rogers,  has  been  redecorated 
. . . More  than  400  children  were  guests 
recently  of  the  Palace,  Jonesboro. 

Tex  Ritter,  well-known  motion  picture 
star,  is  scheduled  to  make  a personal  ap- 
pearance at  the  Rialto  and  Plaza  houses 
in  Searcy  this  week  . . . Guy  B.  Snow, 
manager  of  the  Strand,  Newport,  was  re- 
tained as  Jackson  county  chairman  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  at  a meeting  held  in 
Newport  recently. 

Annou7icement  has  been  made  of  the 
marriage  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Harkey,  owner 
and  ma?iager  of  the  Ozark  Amusement  Co., 
to  State  Senator  Gene  Higginbotham,  both 
of  Hardy. 

J.  P.  Baker,  merchant  of  Altus,  is  in- 
stalling a film  theatre  in  the  Burrow  build- 
ing at  that  place.  The  house  will  be 
known  as  the  Altus  Theatre.  The  town  of 
Altus  has  been  without  a film  house  for 
several  years. 


Jenkins-Paramount 
Pact  Talk  Near 

Atlanta — William  Jenkins  of  Lucas  and 
Jenkins  is  expected  to  leave  here  the  third 
week  in  August  for  New  York  to  confer 
with  Paramount  circuit  executives  on  re- 
newal of  his  operating  deal. 

The  present  agreement,  covering  31 
Georgia  houses,  expired  July  1.  It  is  ex- 
pected the  new  deal  will  cover  the  same 
period,  five  years. 


Paramount-Richards  Deal 
With  UA  Is  Predicted 

New  Orleans  — Possibility  that  United 
Artists,  Paramount-Richards  and  its  af- 
filiates might  get  set  on  a deal  was  seen 
here  this  week  as  UA  Manager  Dave  Prince 
arrived  in  town  to  confer  with  Paramount- 
Richards  executives. 


Opens  House  in  Monroe,  La. 

Monroe,  La. — An  old  house  on  Desiard 
St.  here,  dark  a couple  of  years,  has  been 
reopened  by  Milton  Starr.  Catering  to 
colored  patrons,  the  theatre,  to  be  known 
as  the  Ritz,  will  be  managed  by  J.  H. 
Cardoza. 


Directs  Marx  Bros. 

Hollywood — Edward  Buzzell  will  direct 
“Go  West,”  next  Marx  Bros,  vehicle  for 
Metro. 


A T IIL  A WT  A 

RILL  SPECHT  spent  a couple  of  days  in 
Thompson,  Ga.  . . . John  J.  Mangham 
is  on  a trip  to  Birmingham  . . . J.  W.  Tripp 
has  opened  his  Center  Theatre  in  Gunters- 
ville,  Ala.  . . . The  marriage  of  Johnny 
Harrell,  Martin  theatres  booker,  and  Miss 
Rebekah  Crockett,  took  place  July  6 . . . 
They  honeymooned  in  Jacksonville  and 
Tampa. 

Tex  Ritter,  Monogram  cowboy  star,  was 
due  for  a personal  appearance  tour  in 
Tennessee  for  two  weeks,  beginning  July  19 
. . . Martin  Van  Praag,  president  of 
Nationwide  Distributing  Corp.,  was  in 
town  to  coiifer  with  Guy  Brown  on  nego- 
tiations for  Brown’s  taking  over  the  At- 
lanta franchise  for  Movie  Cash. 

George  Wilby’s  new  and  beautiful  drive- 
in  theatre  at  Savannah  was  due  to  open 
this  week  . . . Harry  Paul,  Wil-Kin  Thea- 
tre Supply,  has  returned  from  a trip  to 
south  Georgia  and  Florida  . . . Abe  Brown, 
rested  and  looking  fine,  is  back  from  a 
vacation  in  Savannah  and  Florida  . . . J. 
U.  McCormick,  Amity  Exchange,  was  due 
home  from  Florida  over  last  weekend  . . . 
Jules  Chapman  of  New  York  was  in  town 
again  in  connection  with  films  of  the 
Louis-Galento  battle. 

Phil  Bangs,  Acoustic  Equipment  Co., 
ivas  receiitly  awarded  a contract  from  Co- 
Iwnbia  Broadcasting  to  record  Edwin  C. 
Hill’s  broadcast  52  weeks,  five  days  a week. 
The  discs  go  on  WGST  at  10:30  p.  m.,  after 
Banks  “catches”  the  stuff  at  5:05  p.  m. 

Duncan  and  Gay  of  West  Point  were 
Row  visitors  ...  So  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fred  Weis  of  Savannah,  and  Michael  W. 
Smith,  of  Washington,  of  the  United  States 
Motion  Picture  Service  . . . Mrs.  G.  Y. 
Harrell,  manager  of  Southern  Trailer- 
Made,  left  last  week  for  a vacation  in  New 
Orleans  . . . W.  P.  Gorman  of  Ocilla,  Ga., 
is  opening  a new  house  in  Fitzgerald,  Ga. 
. . . Ira  Loew  of  the  Miami  Drive-In  was 
in  town,  doing  extensive  booking,  prin- 
cipally with  Columbia  . . . Hugh  Manning, 
Etowah,  Tenn.,  was  in  town. 

Joe  Garfunkel  is  opening  a house  in 
Nassau,  the  Bahamas  . . . Oscar  Morgan 
was  a recent  Row  visitor  . . . GN’s  Jack 
Lament  teas  in  Florida  last  week  . . . Al- 
fred Starr  of  the  Starr,  colored  circuit, 
operator  of  42  Negro  houses  in  the  south, 
was  on  one  of  his  yearly  trips  to  Atlanta 
and  negotiated  for  Columbia’s  product  for 
the  entire  circuit.  W.  W.  Anderson,  Colum- 
bia branch  manager,  closed  the  deal  . . . 
A.  A.  Sehubart,  manager  of  exchange 
operations  for  RKO,  was  due  in  town 
Thursday. 


Beddingfield's  Mother  Dies 

Charlotte — Frank  H.  Beddingfield  was 
called  to  Unadilla,  Ga.,  by  the  death  of  his 
mother,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Beddingfield. 


IMIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIlllilllllinillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllL!: 


DOES  YOUR  THEATRE  FRONT 
SELL  YOUR  PICTURES? 

It  Should  and  Will 

A lew  items  to  dress  up  your  lobby  and  box- 
office  — 


Marquee 
Flood-lighting 
Ticket  Registers 

Brass  Rails 
Modern  Lighting 
Fixtures 


Lobby  Frames 

Chrome  Insert  Frames 
Change  Machines 

Cashiers  Chairs 
Admission  Signs 


WIL-KTO 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


E “Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film”  E 

^lllllllllllllllllllllllllinilllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllillllllllMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIMlir: 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mig.  <&  Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Klvd.  Kant^as  City,  Mo. 
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Aher  Their  Man — 

Dallas — M-G-M  bookers  determined  to 
win  summer  awards  in  the  company’s  Na- 
tional Round  Up  are  shown  on  top  of 
Shoemaker’s  Barbecue  Stand  (across  from 
the  exchange)  where  they  chased  W.  J. 
(Bill)  Chesher,  exhibitor  at  Littlefield, 
Texas,  to  get  dates  on  a few  issues. 

In  the  photo  are  Jack  Garrettson,  Bill 
Arthur,  Harold  Brooks,  bookers;  and 
Charles  Kelly,  ad  sales  manager.  Chesher 
is  perched  in  the  center. 

The  exhibitor  had  just  made  a hot  and 
dry  480-mile  trip  to  town.  He  had  al- 
ready signed  a contract  in  one  of  his 
theatres.  The  alert  bookers  ushered  him 
into  the  office,  handed  out  a cigar  and 
proceeded  to  pull  all  the  summer  dates 
they  could  out  of  Bill.  Then  Kelly  heard 
about  the  victim  and  rushed  upstairs  with 
press  sheets,  order  blanks  and  accessory 
samples,  taking  some  more  orders. 

After  this  ordeal  ended  about  noon, 
Chesher  wearily  made  it  over  to  Shoe- 
maker’s for  a barbecue  sandwich  and  bot- 
tle of  beer.  He  didn’t  relax  long,  however, 
as  the  bookers  discovered  that  Chesher  had 
not  dated  the  reissues.  They  donned  the 
5-gallon  hats  and  headed  across  the  street. 
Chesher  saw  them  coming  and  took  refuge 
by  scaling  to  the  roof.  The  bookers  fol- 
lowed, corraling  him  on  the  ridge-row  and 
from  him  took  those  dates. 

In  the  door  looking  up  is  Herb  Shoe- 
maker himself,  who  is  practically  a part 
of  film  business. 


New  "Cisco  Kid"  Series  Is 
Hempstead's  Assignment 

Hollywood — Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
assigned  David  Hempstead  to  produce  the 
initialer  in  its  new  “Cisco  Kid”  series,  in 
which  Cesar  Romero  will  have  the  title 
role.  Pictures  will  be  under  the  executive 
production  wing  of  Sol  Wurtzel. 


Years  of  Experience  Has  Taught  Us  How 
to  Serve  Y’ou 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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J^SSISTANT  MANAGER  BEN  GARRETT 
and  the  technical  staff  of  Paramount, 
Nashville,  pulled  a delightful  surprise  on 
Chas.  H.  Amos,  manager,  still  confined  to 
his  home  at  3200  Long  Boulevard  by  rea- 
son of  an  injury  early  in  the  year,  by  tak- 
ing out  the  necessary  equipment  for  a 
showing  of  “Man  About  Town,”  then  be- 
ing shown  at  the  Paramount.  The  return 
of  Manager  Amos  to  active  service  is  now 
considered  a matter  of  only  a few  weeks. 

A name  for  the  Crescent  Amusement 
theatre  being  erected  at  McMinnville,  ac- 
cording to  Manager  Cowan  Oldham,  will 
he  selected  July  25,  marking  the  close  of  a 
local  contest  held  for  that  purpose.  The 
selection  will  be  announced  from  the  stage 
of  the  Dixie  Theatre  and  the  winner  must 
be  present.  The  new  theatre  will  open 
about  August  1. 

The  Newport  Amusements,  Inc.,  an  af- 
filiate of  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  Nash- 
ville, has  purchased  the  Cherokee  Thea- 
tre, Copperhill,  and  the  building  will  be 
remodeled  completely.  A former  name, 
“Doradele  Theatre,”  will  be  restored  to 
the  house.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Bou- 
man  will  be  in  charge. 

Plans  are  being  made  by  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  for  several 
theatre  openings  about  August.  These  in- 
clude a theatre  in  South  Nashville,  Wood- 
bine, and  the  Belle  Meade,  West  End,  Nash- 
ville, and  the  New  Capitol,  at  Springfield. 
Special  events,  with  notables  present,  will 
feature  each  opening. 


"Rights"  Premiere  Set 

Hollywood — Warner  will  give  “Bill  of 
Rights,”  latest  of  its  historical  shorts,  its 
premiere  at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  where  the 
document  was  signed.  Crane  Wilbur,  di- 
rector-writer, and  John  Litel  will  journey 
to  Williamsburg  for  the  occasion. 


No  Umbrellas  Today 


Oklahoma  City — “The  umbrella  man  is 
here  again — and  this  time  he  is  offering 
shelter  to  the  motion  picture  theatres  in 
the  form  of  a bill  in  Uncle  Sam’s  senate  to 
prohibit  block  booking  of  photoplays.” 

So  stated  the  first  paragraph  of  an  edi- 
torial in  the  Oklahoma  City  Times,  which 
continued: 

“The  term  block-booking  sounds  vicious. 
Few  understand  it.  It  has  been  used  often 
to  throw  a scare  into  the  public,  to  make 
theatre  patrons  believe  they  are  being 
gouged  at  the  ticket  window,  and  pictured 
as  the  monster  which  stifles  competition, 
but  theatre  men  on  both  sides — those  who 
enjoy  its  fruits  and  those  who  suffer  in  its 
clutches — usually  agree  that  ‘block  book- 
ing’ serves  as  the  public’s  safeguard  against 
too  many  inferior  pictures,  and  as  the 
theatre’s  assurance  of  good  products  to 
offer  its  patrons. 

“We  hold  no  brief  for  the  theatre.  We 
find  nothing  particularly  angelic  about 
the  theatre  business;  nor  is  it  devilish.  If 
theatre  organizations  are  guilty  of 
monopolistic  practices  and  of  keeping  out 
fair  competition  there  should  be  ways  of 
setting  them  right  without  shaking  good 
business  principles. 

“The  effect  of  the  bill  at  issue  would  be 
to  stun  the  motion  picture  business  from 
Hollywood  to  Hollis.  Producers  of  pic- 
tures must  look  at  least  a year  ahead  and 
must  spend  fortunes  far  in  avance  in  or- 
der to  fill  the  needs  of  the  theatres  and 
satisfy  the  desires  of  the  public.  The 
theatres  must  buy  pictures  a year  ahead 
in  order  to  be  assured  of  good  products. 
The  producers  sell  on  the  faith  they  have 
in  the  movie  business,  and  the  movie 
houses  buy  on  the  faith  they  have  in  the 
producers.  It  is  called  ‘block  booking’  but 
theatre  men  call  it  good  business.  And 
good  business  does  not  need  Uncle  Sam’s 
umbrella.” 


MORE  and  MORE— DAY  by  DAY 

EXHIBITORS  ARE  INSTALLING 
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M A.  LEVY,  national  drive  leader  for 
20th-Fox,  and  Roger  Ferri,  editor  of 
Dynamo,  were  in  Memphis,  holding  meet- 
ings on  a forthcoming  drive  . . . Lyle 
Richmond  of  Senath  was  a visitor  on  the 
Row  for  the  first  time  in  a number  of 
weeks  and  boasted  he  had  the  prettiest 
front  on  his  theatre  this  side  of  St.  Louis, 
now  that  he  has  completed  a remodeling 
job. 

Joe  Young,  ad  sales  manager  for  Para- 
mount in  Atlanta,  has  been  vacationing 
here  for  the  past  two  weeks,  visiting  his 
father,  Tom  Young,  branch  manager  at 
the  local  20th-Fox  office,  and  his  brother, 
Ed.  of  the  20th-Fox  office.  Joe  and  Ed 
were  on  a fishing  trip  to  Helena,  Ark., 
when  news  of  the  death  of  the  elder 
Young’s  father  was  received.  Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  in  Dyersburg,  Tenn. 

C.  H.  Collier  of  Drew,  Charles  Collier  of 
Shaw,  and  B.  F.  Jackson  of  Ruleville  were 
in  this  week  and  advised  they  had  organ- 
ized an  all-day  weekly  outing  for  their  em- 
ployes, which  they  call  “The  Fishing  Club.” 

Exhibitors  along  the  Row:  J.  W.  Crab- 
tree jr.  of  Clarendon;  Don  Landers  of  Har- 
risburg, Ark.;  C.  W.  Tipton  of  Manila  and 
Monette;  R.  X.  Williams  of  the  Lyric  at 
Oxford;  Louise  Mask  of  Bolivar;  Dave 
Flexer  of  Hew  Albany;  R.  R.  McCormick 
of  Senatobia;  Jack  Watson  of  Tunica;  H. 
B.  Brewer  of  Clarksdale;  J.  W.  Wofford 
of  Eupora;  J.  F.  Wofford  of  Union;  C.  N. 
Eudy  of  Ackerman;  C.  M.  Mounger  of  Cal- 
houn City;  Clyde  Westbrook  of  Cleveland; 
Gordon  Lee  Hutchins  of  Corning,  Ark.;  A. 
M.  Davidson  of  Dyer,  Tenn.,  and  son, 
Mather;  John  Mohrstadt  of  Hayti. 

Norman  Fair,  who  operates  the  Fair  at 
Somersville,  Tenn.,  was  in  booking  before 
leaving  on  an  extended  trip  east,  which 
will  include  the  Fair  in  New  York. 


"Wind"  Premiere  Will 
Be  in  Atlanta 

Hollywood  — Selznick  International's 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  is  to  be  given 
its  world  premiere  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on 
a date  not  yet  set,  according  to  a wire 
dispatched  to  Mayor  William  B.  Harts- 
field  of  Atlanta  by  David  O.  Selznick. 
Screening  in  Atlanta  will  be  the  pic- 
ture's first  showing  except  for  a press 
preview  here. 


A.  D.  Fielder,  who  operates  theatres  at 
Steele  a7id  Lilbourne,  Mo.,  was  in  this 
week.  He  said  he  would  have  to  do  his 
bookhig  now,  as  his  daughter,  Gladys,  who 
was  his  secretary,  bookkeeper,  booker  and 
cashier  at  the  theatre  in  Steele  recently 
married.  Incidentally,  while  in  town  he 
purchased  a marquee  for  his  Steele  house. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  W.  McCutcheon,  who 
operate  the  Ritz  and  Roxy  of  Blytheville, 
were  visitors  at  National  Theatre  Supply 
where  they  purchased  new  theatre  equip- 
ment. Even  though  they  receive  their  film 
out  of  St.  Louis,  it  is  always  good  to  see 
them  here  where  they  have  many  friends. 

Joe  Wheeler  of  the  Roxy  here  is  back  in 
town  after  several  days  at  Cape  Girardeau, 
Mo.,  and  Little  Rock  . . . Cookie  Ely,  booker 
at  the  local  Monogram  office,  is  back  from 
a vacation  at  Hardy,  Ark. 

Nate  Evans  of  the  Orpheum  and  Savoy 
here,  is  on  the  job  again  after  seeing  the 
sights  in  New  York  . . . Mae  Heaton,  secre- 
tary at  NTS,  is  vacationing  at  Los  Angeles 
. . . S.  L.  Azar,  who  has  just  opened  the 
Lincoln  in  Greenville,  Miss.,  was  in  on  his 
initial  trip  booking. 

L.  R.  Allen,  Commonwealth  Amusement 
booker  out  of  Kansas  City,  was  in  complet- 
ing bookings  for  Harrison  and  Searcy. 
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OKiLA.  cinrY 

■pHEATRE  OWNERS  OF  OKLAHOMA, 

Inc.,  has  mailed  a transcription  of  near- 
ly all  speeches  at  their  annual  convention 
as  the  third  issue  of  the  association’s  new 
Bulletin.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from 
Morris  Loewenstein,  president.  Majestic 
Theatre  Bldg.,  Oklahoma  City. 

The  State  Theatre  is  testing  special  mid- 
7iight  shows  as  a regular  policy  . . . The 
boys  at  Sta7idard  Theatres  introduced 
“Maisie”  to  Oklahoma  City  with  a special 
“Stag  Preview”  the  night  before  the  film 
opened  its  regular  ru7i  at  the  Criterion. 
Over  1,000  7nen  atte7ided  in  shirt  sleeves, 
ivith  cigars  and  beer  provided  by  the 
theatre. 

Oklahoma  Cityans  were  fairly  cool  to 
charity’s  appeal  in  the  form  of  a pre- 
miere performance  of  “Juarez”  at  the 
Midwest.  Only  476  persons  .attended,  with 
boxoffice  receipts  being  $238.  Stanard  do- 
nated the  theatre,  Warner  Bros,  the  film, 
and  the  Oklaho7nan  and  Times  the  bally- 
hoo. 

Jimmy  Birge,  Criterion  manager,  back 
from  his  vacatio7i  ivith  Jack  Tu7istell,  as- 
sista7it  manager,  reporting  all  okeh  . . . 
E.  A.  Watki7is,  national  Theatre  Supply 
local  ma7iager,  may  be  catalogued  as  a 
bowler  of  quite  fair  scoring  ability — open 
to  challe7iges,  we  understand  . . . The  boys 
are  still  talking  about  the  banquet  speech 
give7i  by  Bill  McGraw,  former  attorTiey 
general  of  Texas,  at  the  Theatre  Owners 
conve7ition  ba7iquet. 

George  Sumners,  Allied  Theatre  Owners 
of  Oklahoma  corresponding  secretary,  has 
been  out  of  the  city  since  July  4 . . . Film 
exchange  staffs  hereabouts  are  fairly  de- 
pleted as  the  good  old  vacation  period  has 
set  in  . . . Bob  Gallman,  assistant  manager 
of  the  State  Theatre,  is  all  set  for  an 
operation  and  here’s  a wish  for  success. 
Bob. 

Phyllis  Isley  is  rapidly  getting  listings  i7i 
picture  casts  lately  and  she’s  been  in 
Hollywood  07ily  a short  spell.  She’s  the 
daughter  of  Southwestern  Theatres’  prexy, 
Phil  isley  . . . So7ig  title  contest  stu7it  get- 
tmg  off  to  a good  start  at  the  State  here. 
It,  incidentally,  is  one  stu7it  gag  that,  in 
the  opi7ii07i  of  this  cor7ier,  has  plenty  of 
class  to  it. 

Fred  Spearman  is  the  proud  father  of 
a six-pound  boy  . . . Rumors  are  thick 
about  new  theatre  operations  in  Oklahoma 
City.  There  has  been  a lot  of  checking  of 
locations.  However,  we  might  mention,  if 
one  wishes  to  come  in  there  are  the  Folly, 
Fix,  Empress  and  Ritz  theatres,  all  dark, 
waiting  for  someone  to  take  them  over. 


Spewacks  Do  McCarey  Yarn 

Hollywood — Sam  and  Bella  Spewack 
have  joined  the  RKO  scripting  staff  to 
write  an  original  for  Producer-Director  Leo 
McCarey. 


Write  Vs  Your  AIK  CONDITIONING  Wants 
Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  <&  Sales  Co. 
31G  Southwest  Blvd.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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JJOWARD  McCOY,  who  resigned  some 
time  ago  from  the  Saenger  organiza- 
tion, is  now  a thriving  landlord  of  a dude 
ranch  in  Arizona  where  he  has  completely 
regained  his  health.  Friends  who  have 
visited  him,  say  Howard  is  wearing  a ten- 
gallon  hat,  a red  “hankie”  around  his 
neck,  boots  and  spurs,  and  that  he  twirls 
a mean  lasso. 

Bob  Kelly,  Monogram’s  new  salesman, 
‘packed  his  kit  and  left  on  a two-week  tour 
of  the  territory  . . . The  Granada  of  the 
United  chain  has  taken  on  new  life  under 
the  management  of  Edward  Schamback. 
Many  new  promotional  stunts  are  the  order 
of  the  day. 

Exhibitors  in  and  around  New  Orleans 
will  have  to  book  the  Louis-Galento  fight 
films  from  out-of-town  exchanges,  since 
no  local  concern  has  contracted  to  handle 
the  prints  . . . The  operators’  union  cele- 
brated its  26th  anniversary  at  Little 
Woods.  Many  members  of  the  Film  Em- 
ployes Local  attended. 

Columbia  has  started  work  on  its  air- 
conditioning  system  right  in  mid-summer, 
which  should  insure  the  system’s  opera- 
tion by  winter.  To  date.  United  Artists, 
Universal,  Paramount,  20th  Century-Fox 
and  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  all  have  air 
conditioning.  Paramount  pioneered. 

David  Prince,  UA  district  manager  for 
the  southwest,  registered  at  the  Roosevelt 
and  spent  the  majority  of  his  time  between 
the  Saenger  general  offices  and  the  hotel. 
He  came  to  sell  ’em  . . . Newsreel  men  are 
planning  to  film  the  annual  All-Day  Mis- 
sissippi Plantation  Frolic  at  Sillers  Me- 
morial Park,  Rosedale,  Miss.,  July  20.  The 
annual  gathering,  which  has  been  held  for 
many  years,  is  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
plantation  owners  and  their  families  a day 
of  recreation.  Colored  folks  will  enter- 
tain. 

Edward  L.  Schambach,  who  for  a few 
months  past  has  managed  the  Grenada 
Theatre  in  the  upper  section  of  the  city, 
has  returned  to  the  Folly  in  Algiers  after 
many  requests  by  the  patrons  of  that 
house.  The  gentleman  has  endeared  him- 
self to  patrons  on  the  west  bank.  Both 
houses  are  operated  by  the  United  Thea- 
tres ...  A Miss  New  Orleans  Junior  will 
be  chosen  at  Pontchartrain  Beach  July  26, 
27  and  28.  A trip  to  Hollywood  will  be 
awarded  the  winner.  Girls  from  14  to  17 
years  of  age  will  be  the  only  entrants. 

Irwin  Poche,  manager  of  the  city  audi- 
torium, is  in  the  east  trying  to  line  up 
monthly  flesh  attractions  for  the  coming 
season.  It  is  said  he  also  might  book  a 
few  state  right  films  . . . Gar  Moore,  pub- 
licity man  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  now 
bears  the  title  of  “Chief  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Beach,”  an  organization  of  writers  and 
admen  whose  sole  object  in  life  (outside 
of  their  jobs)  is  to  have  a good  time.  They 
had  it  ’tother  night  at  Pontcharian  Beach, 
’tis  said. 

Ed  Fontana,  orchestra  leader  whose  sun 
was  in  mid-heaven  during  the  heyday  of 
flesh  and  later  at  the  motion  picture 
houses  till  the  American  Can  Co.  bottled 
up  music,  has  been  engaged  for  eight 
Sunday  evening  concerts  at  West  End  dur- 
ing the  summer. 


Texas  Theatre  News 


Britton  at  Midlothian 

Midlothian — Ciovis  Britton  now  is  man- 
ager of  the  Key  Theatre.  He  operated  the 
Texas  at  Whitney  several  years. 


Go  to  Full  Time 

Kermit — The  Griffith  circuit  has  op- 
ened the  Texas  full  time  after  some  reno- 
vation. Westerns  only  will  be  shown  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday.  Dwight  Seymour 
is  manager  of  the  Texas  and  also  of  the 
Kermit. 


Activity  at  Jacksonville 

Jacksonville — East  Texas  Theatres,  Inc., 
have  reopened  the  Dorbandt  Theatre,  mak- 
ing their  third  house  in  operation  here. 
Rufus  Honeycutt  was  transferred  from 
Conroe  as  house  manager.  L.  M.  Threet  is 
scheduled  to  open  his  new  Jackson  here 
in  August. 


Improvements  at  Troup 

Troup — The  Texas  has  revamped  and 
improved  its  cooling  system.  Under  man- 
agement of  Berman  Shieldes,  the  entire 
house  has  been  remodeled  and  redecorated. 


New  Lamps  at  Lancaster 

Lancaster — New  arc  lamps  have  been 
installed  in  the  Lancaster-Grand. 


Operate  Edinburg  Houses 

Edinburg — The  Aztec  and  Valley  thea- 
tres, formerly  operated  by  the  late  Mrs. 
Velma  Montague,  are  going  right  along 
in  their  temporary  setup  under  the  direc- 
tion of  J.  C.  Looney,  administrator  of  Mrs. 
Montague’s  estate.  Dave  Molder  is  act- 
ing as  house  manager. 


Norfleet  Goes  East 

Dallas — Hal  Norfleet,  who  went  to  town 
on  the  exploitation  of  “Man  of  Conquest” 
and  on  other  assignments  for  Republic, 
now  is  in  New  York  as  publicity  director 
for  Amrak  Theatrical  Corp.,  sole  agents 
for  Yermie  Stern  Theatre  attractions. 


Enlarge  Dallas  Exchange 

Dallas — Paramount  is  adding  a third 
floor  to  their  exchange  building  on  the 
corner  of  Harwood  & Young,  the  work  now 
being  in  progress. 


Screen  "Beau  Geste” 

Dallas — Through  courtesy  of  Interstate, 
Paramount  held  its  first  special  trade 
screening  of  “Beau  Geste”  Wednesday 
morning  in  the  Tower  Theatre  on  Elm 
St.  Dallas  circuit  men  were  in  attend- 
ance as  were  a number  of  out  of  town  ex- 
hibitors. Comments  from  bookers  and 
theatre  operators  were  highly  favorable. 


Talley  Lease  at  Orange  Grove 

Orange  Grove — L.  G.  Talley  of  Pleas- 


anton has  leased  the  Cozy  Theatre,  open- 
ing a few  days  ago  after  remodeling.  T.  L. 
Harville  is  house  manager. 


Complete  Revamp  at  Olney 

Olney — Remodeling  of  the  Olney  Thea- 
tre has  been  completed,  according  to  B.  J. 
Edwards,  manager  for  the  Wes-Tex  Thea- 
tres. 


Cooling  at  Pines,  Lufkin 

Lufkin — East  Texas  Theatres,  Inc.,  has 
installed  a refrigeration  plant  in  the  Pines 
Theatre,  their  “A”  house  seating  about 
800. 


Fire  Destroys  at  Rule 

Rule — Fire,  thought  to  have  originated 
in  the  balcony,  practically  destroyed  the 
Rule  Theatre  with  damage  to  equipment 
and  furnishings  estimated  at  $3,000.  The 
house  had  been  operated  by  E.  B.  Wharton. 


Groves  Reports  Progress 

Dallas — The  roof  is  on  the  new  neigh- 
borhood Villa  Theatre  in  Oklahoma  City, 
which  Lew  Groves,  of  Sulphur,  is  building. 
Lew  was  in  town  Wednesday  simultaneous- 
ly with  his  brother.  Jack  Groves,  of  the 
Queen  in  Houston.  Lew  operates  the  Ritz 
at  Sulphur  and  the  Ritz  in  Pawnee.  He 
said  he  is  about  ready  to  unload  the  Paw- 
nee house. 


Depinet's  Idea 


Dallas — “It  might  interest  you  to  know 
that  Ned  Depinet,  president  of  RKO,  sold 
me  the  first  contract  he  sold  in  Texas 
when  he  was  working  for  Pierce  out  of 
New  Orleans. 

“He  evidently  remembers  and  appre- 
ciates that  event  for  he  has  supplied  each 
one  of  my  children  with  a brand  new  baby 
carriage. 

“We  can  tell  the  latest  styles  in  baby 
carriages  as  my  latest  arrival,  Harriet,  re- 
ceived a streamlined  baby  carriage  from 
New  York  three  weeks  ago,  with  a label 
attached  which  said,  ‘Skinny,  shouldn’t 
this  be  called  the  caboose?’  ” — SKINNY, 
Cactus  Theatre,  Austin,  Tex. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1918%  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 
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A Mir  o M lie 

^HE  ART  WORK  at  the  Empire  Tlreatre 
here  is  being  done  by  Assistant  Man- 
ager-Secretary-Treasurer Sylvan  Berry. 
The  fronts  were  formerly  handled  by  Mor- 
rison Tubbs  who  recently  went  to  Los 
Angeles  to  do  similar  work  there  for 
Loew’s  State  Theatre. 

‘'Grand  Hotel  Nevada,”  a Czech-Slo- 
vaJcia  talking  picture,  was  shown  Saturday 
midnight  at  the  Highland  Theatre.  It  was 
the  second  foreign  language  film  of  its 
kind  to  play  this  neighborhood  house  this 
season. 

Personalities:  Skipper  Johnny  T.  Floore 
of  the  Texas  Tlieatre  has  lost  15  pounds 
since  he  started  dieting  this  summer  . . . 
It  was  107  degrees  in  the  shade,  then  good 
old  man  Jupiter  Pluvious  came  and 
brought  it  down  to  as  low  as  71,  breaking 
the  long  dry  spell  to  the  delight  of  all 
Texans  . . . Bob  Craig,  who  vocalizes  with 
Rex  Preis’  orchestra  on  the  Gunter  Roof, 
is  a former  screen  player. 

If  the  new  city  administration  under 
Mayor  Maury  Maverick  decides  to  ban 
theatre  marquee  signs  extending  out  over 
the  sideivalks,  it  will  be  a hardship  to  the 
local  showhouses.  But  Benjamin  Wyatt, 
local  building  inspector,  says  that  provi- 
sions of  city  ordinances  in  this  regard  will 
be  disregarded  and  that  signs  “which  just 
hang  over  city  property  and  public  walks 
will  not  be  bothered.” 

Films  showm  at  the  Majestic,  Aztec  and 
Texas  theatres  during  “Interstate  Appre- 
ciation Week”  last  week  were:  Majestic — 
“Second  Fiddle”  (20th-Fox) ; Texas — 
“Calling  Dr.  Kildare”  (M-G-M),  also 
“Sinnett”  on  stage  in  person,  and  Aztec — 
“Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  (20th-Fox). 

Raymond  B.  Willie,  Interstate  district 
manager  from  Dallas,  and  five  city  man- 
agers from  Texas  cities  were  feted  at  a 
Penthouse  party  atop  the  Majestic  Thea- 
tre Bldg,  last  week,  honoring  Oliver 
“Buzzo”  Thomas,  inventor  of  the  new 
screen  game  by  that  name.  Among  them 
were  James  Leatherman,  Dennison;  Terry 
McCary,  Corsicana;  Geo.  L.  Tucker,  Ama- 


Bridle  Club  Forms 


Dallas — A Cinema  Bridle  and  Break- 
fast Club  has  been  formed  here,  with  20 
charter  members. 

The  group  organized  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Dugger,  with  Owen  Adams  elected 
president;  Verlin  Osborne,  secretary- 
treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Jon  Dickinson,  social 
chairman. 

The  members  will  meet  each  Sunday 
morning  at  7 o’clock  for  a brisk  horseback 
ride,  then  a breakfast. 

John  Cummins,  Lynn  Harrington  and 
Seymour  Simmons  were  hosts  July  16. 

The  charter  members:  Adams,  Bernard 
Brager,  Gladys  Brager,  Cummins,  Wini- 
fred Cutler,  A.  G.  Dickinson,  Jon  Dickin- 
son, Mrs.  Dugger,  Maurine  Glover,  Har- 
rington, Sebe  Miller,  Bern  Neitzel,  Estell 
Nettleton,  Osborne,  Simmons,  Virginia 
Walling,  C.  H.  “Buck”  Weaver,  Mignonet 
Weaver,  Carlton  Weaver  jr.,  Letma  Myers. 


rillo;  Jimmy  “Slats”  Allard,  Vernon,  and 
Wally  Akin,  Abilene,  Tex. 

Add  vacationists:  Eric  Brendler,  assist- 
ant skipper  of  the  Palace  Theatre,  down 
to  Corpus  Christ!  for  a swimming-boating- 
fishing  spell  . . . Tommy  Lee,  the  debonair 
doorman  at  the  Majestic  Theatre,  spent 
his  vacation  in  and  around  Alamo  City, 
squiring  the  girl  friend  here  and  there. 

The  magnificent  Majestic  Theatre  is 
one  of  the  few  showplaces  in  the  country 
having  a goldfish  aquarium  in  its  outer 
lobby  . . . Your  correspondent,  Lester  Ket- 
ner,  is  a self-appointed  cub  reporter  for 
the  Good  Afternoon  column  in  the  San 
Antonio  Evening  News. 


10  Years  Ago 

IN  SANTONE 

^HE  following  pictures  were  shown  in 
San  Antonio  during  July:  “The  Man 
and  the  Moment,”  with  Billie  Dove,  at  the 
Aztec;  “Dangerous  Curves,”  starring  Clara 
Bow  and  Dick  Arlen,  at  the  Texas;  “A 
Man’s  Man,”  with  Bill  Haines  and  Jose- 
phine Dunn,  at  the  Empire,  and  “In  Old 
Arizona,”  featuring  Warner  Baxter,  at  the 
old  Plaza  . . . Raymond  Willie,  managing 
director  of  the  new  Majestic,  presented  a 
check  for  $18,411.12  to  help  start  the 
Junior  League’s  hospital  for  crippled  kid- 
dies . . . The  San  Pedro  Playhouse  was 
opened  by  the  city  in  San  Pedro  Park 
here. 

Tex  Ritter  Embarks  on  His 
Sixth  Annual  P,  A,  Tour 

Hollywood — Tex  Ritter,  Monogram  cow- 
boy, has  embarked  on  his  sixth  annual  per- 
sonal tour,  which  will  keep  him  on  the 
road  through  the  midwest  and  east  until 
Labor  Day,  when  he  winds  up  in  Atlantic 
City  and  returns  to  Hollywood  to  resume 
film  work. 

As  a buildup  for  both  the  player  and 
the  picture,  Warner  has  assigned  Dennis 
Morgan  to  make  a series  of  p.a.’s  in  con- 
junction with  screenings  of  “The  Return 
of  Dr.  X,”  in  which  he  has  a featured 
role,  around  the  country.  Martha  Raye, 
Paramount  comedienne,  is  making  a one- 
week  stand  at  the  Golden  Gate  Theatre 
in  San  Francisco. 

Returning  September  1,  Smiley  Burnette 
of  Republic  has  left  on  a p.a.  tour  through 
the  south  and  midwest.  Another  Repub- 
lic cowpuncher,  Roy  Rogers,  returned  from 
a two-month  trek  to  prepare  for  his  next 
acting  assignment. 

Columbia’s  Three  Stooges  are  set  for 
ten  weeks  of  p.a.’s  in  the  east  and  midwest 
before  coming  back  to  the  coast.  They 
opened  in  Philadelphia  after  returning 
from  an  English  engagement. 


Assign  Harry  Tugend 

Hollywood — Harry  'Tugend  will  adapt 
“Little  Old  New  York”  for  20th-Fox. 
Henry  King  will  direct  for  Producer  Ray- 
mond Griffith. 


Do  "New  Orleans  Lady" 

Hollywood — Edward  James  and  Joseph 
Moncure  March  will  collaborate  on  the 
script  of  “The  Lady  From  New  Orleans” 
for  Republic. 
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but  that  the  new  season  coming  up  makes 
thmgs  look  brighter. 

Theo  Miller,  who  opened  two  shows  at 
one  time  a few  weeks  ago,  was  in  town 
booking  and  buying  miscellaneous  supplies. 
Both  houses  are  doing  nicely,  one  in  Quit- 
man  and  the  other  at  Emory. 

Harry  Conner  of  Kerens  was  in  town 
the  other  day  and  indications  are  he  is  a 
likely  prospect  for  buying  or  opening  a 
theatre  in  some  Texas  situation.  He  ad- 
vanced his  Boxoffice  for  a year.  He  is  still 
making  his  home  in  Kerens  after  selling 
his  Novarro  Theatre  about  three  months 
ago. 


New  Lasky  Talent  Hunt 
Starting  on  August  5 

Hollywood — A new  search  for  talent  for 
the  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  airshow  will 
be  launched  August  5 under  direction 
of  the  broadcast’s  producer,  Jesse  L. 
Lasky,  who  will  head  a company  of  24,  in- 
cluding four  Hollywood  Thespians,  on  a 
personal  appearance  tour  covering  nine 
key  cities. 

Two  winners  will  be  chosen  in  each  city 
and,  of  the  18  selected,  two  finalists  will 
be  given  studio  acting  contracts  at  RKO 
Radio.  They  will  be  known  as  Gale  Storm 
and  Terry  Belmont.  Procedure  generally 
will  follow  the  stunt  carried  out  on  the 
current  season’s  show,  in  which  the  win- 
ners were  John  Archer  and  Alice  Eden. 

The  tour  opens  at  the  Worth  Theatre 
in  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  August  5,  continuing 
on  through  San  Antonio,  Houston,  Dallas, 
New  Orleans,  Atlanta,  Washington,  New 
York  and,  probably,  Chicago.  Accom- 
panying Lasky  will  be  Randolph  Rogers, 
business  manager;  Dave  Marshall,  or- 
chestra conuctor;  Roy  Pomeroy,  technical 
engineer;  Joe  Wagner,  sound  effects  ex- 
pert; Paul  Snell,  publicity  director;  and 
others. 


Not  Even  the  Richards 


New  Orleans — A neat  little  story  was 
told  some  time  ago  when  the  Saengers 
were  operating  the  St.  Charles  Theatre 
with  flesh  in  opposition  to  their  numerous 
film  holdings  in  New  Orleans.  A particu- 
larly fine  New  York  production  was  nm- 
ning  at  the  St.  Charles  and  was  doing 
exceptionally  fine  business.  As  the  local 
critics  were  loud  in  their  praise  of  the 
production,  Mrs.  E.  V.  Richards,  in  com- 
pany with  a lady  friend,  decided  to  see 
for  themselves.  Tlrey  visited  the  theatre 
and  asked  for  a pass.  (At  that  time  Mr. 
Richards  had  given  orders  that  paper 
was  not  to  be  recognized,  not  even  to  the 
dramatic  critics  on  the  local  newspapers) . 
'The  manager  squirmed  a bit,  but  finally 
ordered  two  tickets  issued  to  the  wife  of 
the  amusement  magnate.  Later,  he  notified 
the  office  of  what  he  had  done.  One 
hour  later  cash  came  for  two  tickets. 
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DOMINION-WIDE  EXHIBITOR  CONFERENCE  SET 
TO  STUDY  CLEARANCE  AND  PRIORITY  SITUATION 


Current  Clearance  Reform 
Move  Recalls  Past  Action 


Due  Last  Week  in  August, 
Meeting  May  Be  Start 
Of  Trade  Reforms 


By  KEN  ADIAN 

Toronto — The  present  campaign  for 
clearance  reform  in  the  Dominion  by  the 
Anti-Protection  League  of  Canada,  recalls 
an  agitation  along  similar  lines  against 
contract  grievances  back  in  1918  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Protective  Ass’n 
of  Ontario,  Ltd.,  of  which  the  late  John  C. 
Brady  of  the  Madison  Theatre,  Toronto, 
was  president. 

One  development  in  the  move  21  years 
ago,  in  which  an  issue  was  the  30-day 
cancellation  clause,  was  the  formation  of 
the  motion  picture  board,  the  forerunner 
of  the  present  film  section  of  the  Toronto 
board  of  trade,  in  which  all  branches  of 
the  business  had  representation.  Many  of 
those  who  made  up  the  board  in  1918  are 
no  longer  identified  with  the  film  indus- 
try but  there  is  one  whose  name  stands 
out  at  the  present  time  as  the  leading 
personality  in  Canadian  film  circles.  N.  L. 
Nathanson,  was  then  listed  as  manager  of 
the  Regal  Film  Co.,  Toronto,  and  had 

Personnel  Changes 
In  F-P  Circuit 

Toronto — Further  changes  in  the  per- 
sonnel of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
are  announced  from  the  head  office  at 
Toronto.  The  Ottawa  and  eastern  On- 
tario territory  has  again  been  placed  un- 
der the  direction  of  Clarence  Robson,  east- 
ern division  supervisor  of  theatres,  who 
will  continue  to  have  charge  of  units  in 
Quebec  and  the  Maritime  Provinces.  Mor- 
ris Stein,  who  formerly  had  the  eastern 
Ontario  zone  as  well  as  the  Toronto  dis- 
trict and  northern  Ontario,  has  taken  over 
the  supervision  of  theatres  in  Hamilton 
and  the  Niagara  Peninsula.  R.  S.  Rod- 
dick is  in  charge  of  western  Ontario  from 
Hamilton  to  Windsor. 

H.  Robson,  brother  of  Clarence  Robson, 
has  retired  from  the  position  of  manager 
of  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  Fort  WUliam, 
Ont.,  because  of  lengthy  illness  after  hold- 
ing that  post  for  many  years  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a period  when  he  made  an  ex- 
tended holiday  visit  to  Australia.  Mr.  Rob- 
son has  been  succeeded  at  Fort  William  by 
Frank  Willis,  former  manager  of  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  at  Winnipeg.  Don- 
ald Gauld  of  Western  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Win- 
nipeg, becomes  manager  of  the  Metro- 
politan in  that  city. 

Ralph  Micheltree,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  Calgary,  Alta.,  has 


launched  the  Regent  and  Strand  theatres 
which  were  the  foundation  stones  of  the 
great  chain  to  be  operated  by  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  of  which  he  is 
president.  Another  original  on  this  board 
was  Clair  Hague  who  appeared  as  a man- 
ager of  the  Universal  Film  Co.,  Toronto, 
and  is  still  the  Universal  representative  in 
Canada  in  association  with  Empire-Uni- 
versal Films,  Ltd.  D.  Cooper,  a member  of 
the  1918  board  as  manager  of  Exhibitors 
Distributing  Corp.,  Toronto,  still  is  active 
in  local  film  circles. 

Exhibitors,  exchanges,  projectionists  and 
the  trade  press  were  all  represented  on 
the  board.  One  of  the  members  was 
James  Travis,  who  was  secretary  of  the 
Film  Exchange  Ass’n  which  eventually 
grew  into  the  Motion  Picture  Distributor's 
of  Canada  of  which  Col.  John  A.  Cooper 
later  became  president.  Mr.  Travis,  now 
a stock  broker,  was  manager  of  the  Mu- 
tual Film  Co.,  Toronto,  for  years.  Another 
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been  appointed  manager  of  that  theatre  in 
succession  to  A.  E.  Zorn  who  has  been 
transferred  to  Winnipeg  to  become  district 
manager  in  succession  to  Frank  Kershaw 
whose  appointment  as  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  was  recently  announced  following  a 
visit  to  Toronto.  F.  Tickell  has  been  made 
assistant  manager  of  the  Calgary  Capitol. 


No  Provision  for  Golf 
At  F-P  Convention 

Toronto — The  hint  has  been  thrown  out 
that  the  managers  of  the  Famous  Players’ 
chain  need  not  bring  their  golf  clubs  to 
the  21st  sales  convention  of  the  company 
at  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.,  commencing  July 
24,  because  no  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  usual  golf  tournament.  The  en- 
thusiasts of  the  hit-and-hunt  game  will 
have  their  innings  when  the  first  annual 
golf  tournament  of  the  Canadian  film  in- 
dustry will  be  held  at  the  Oakdale  Club, 
Toronto,  on  August  14,  for  which  Presi- 
dent N.  L.  Nathanson  of  Famous  Players 
has  hung  up  a handsome  trophy. 


Warwick  to  Lecture 

Montreal — The  young  Earl  of  Warwick, 
who  appeared  briefly  in  a couple  of  Holly- 
wood films  as  “Michael  Brooke”  has  “tem- 
porarily discontinued”  his  motion  picture 
career,  and  instead  will  lecture  through 
the  United  States  on  the  international 
situation,  he  said  here. 


Toronto — An  All-Canadian  convention 
of  independent  exhibitors  is  to  be  held 
in  Toronto  during  the  last  week  in  August 
to  deal  with  the  clearance  and  priority 
situation,  it  is  announced  by  the  Anti- 
Protection  League  of  Canada,  of  which  J. 
O.  Scott  of  Weston,  Ont.,  is  chairman. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  a meeting  of 
independent  theatre  owners  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  has  ever  been  called  and 
it  is  expected  to  form  the  starting  point 
for  the  drive  to  secure  clearance  reforms. 
One  objective  is  the  establishment  of  a 
national  board  of  conciliation  and  appeal 
with  final  authority  to  pass  upon  appro- 
priate grievances.  It  also  is  planned  to 
secure  the  organization  of  regional  con- 
ciliation boards  in  each  of  the  provinces 
with  jurisdiction  over  local  issues,  whose 
decisions  would  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  national  board. 

For  Equal  Representation 

The  present  machinery  of  the  trade  in 
Ontario  is  not  considered  adequate  to  deal 
with  trade  problems,  it  is  declared,  and 
the  proposed  setup  would  be  entirely  new 
with  the  independents  having  equal  repre- 
sentation with  chain  organizations  under 
a neutral  head.  A demand  is  to  be  made 
for  new  regulations  which  would  provide 
complete  authority  for  the  arbitration 
committee. 

The  suggestion  that  the  independents 
might  place  their  recommendations  before 
the  present  conciliation  committee  at  To- 
ronto has  been  rejected  on  the  ground  that 
the  individual  exhibitors  had  not  been 
thoroughly  organized  and  that  the  exist- 
ing committee  is  not  balanced  insofar  as 
the  independents  are  concerned.  The  de- 
sire for  self -regulation  has  been  expressed 
by  the  League  and  relief  through  the  courts 
is  not  wanted  except  as  a last  resort,  the 
point  being  made  that  representatives  of 
the  trade  understand  the  problems  and 
can  deal  with  them  more  economically 
than  by  court  action  which  would  be  con- 
fined by  elaborate  precedent.  In  a word, 
it  is  conciliation  or  fight,  however. 

Board  Snubs  League 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  indications 
that  the  film  section  of  the  Toronto  board 
of  trade  does  not  officially  recognize  the 
Anti-Protection  League  of  Canada  because 
its  objectives  have  not  been  placed  before 
it  in  concise  form,  but  as  an  alternative  it 
has  been  pointed  out  that  individual  thea- 
tre owners  are  welcome  as  members  of  the 
film  section  and,  as  such,  could  present 
their  grievances  for  due  consideration 
when  offered  in  concise  form.  The  League 
is  pressing  for  a new  organization,  how- 
ever, it  is  declared. 
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Quebec  Citizens  Take  Theatre 
Reopenings  in  Daily  Stride 


By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Montreal — Quebec’s  11  theatres  are 
open  again  after  five  weeks’  darkness,  and 
Quebec  citizens  are  no  longer  isolated  from 
the  newsreels  and  the  features.  Settle- 
ment of  the  dispute  which  arose  over  the 
city’s  imposition  of  a ten  per  cent  tax, 
bringing  total  imposts  on  the  theatres  to 
40  per  cent,  was  brought  about  through 
cooperation  of  Premier  Maurice  Duplessis 
and  Mayor  Lucien  Borne  and  came  sud- 
denly after  it  appeared  that  no  agreement 
was  possible. 

Reopening  of  the  theatres  on  one  of  the 
hottest  days  of  summer  brought  no  rush  of 
attendance,  but  managers  said  that  the 
patronage  was  slightly  better  than  the 
average  summer  day.  Arrival  of  three 
United  States  battleships  with  5,000  per- 
sonnel and  several  hundred  midshipmen 
from  U.  S.  naval  academies,  helped  to  swell 
the  attendance  during  the  week. 

Theatres,  anticipating  quiet  business  for 
the  first  week,  did  little  advertising,  Que- 
bec’s only  English  language  daily,  the 

Juvenile  Admissions 
Ban  Gains  Force 

Montreal — Satisfied  that  Montreal  thea- 
tres now  are  toeing  the  mark  and  re- 
funding admittance  to  minors,  Alderman 
Arman  Taillon  is  going  after  the  Quebec 
government  to  ensure  that  country  thea- 
tres shut  their  doors  to  children  of  16 
years  and  under. 

Right  now  a number  of  cases  against 
Montreal  theatres  are  being  liquidated  in 
recorders  court.  When  the  present  slate  is 
clean,  it  is  reported  that  the  minimum 
fine  of  $50  and  costs  will  be  imposed  on 
theatre  owners  admitting  youngsters. 

Alderman  Taillon  said  he  was  going  to 
keep  after  the  police  “until  respect  for  the 
law  is  attained.”  At  the  same  time,  he 
said  he  would  write  Premier  Maurice  Du- 
plessis urging  him  to  exercise  some  sort  of 
supervision  over  country  theatres. 

The  Alderman  for  Prefrontaine — a keen 
fisherman — visits  the  Laurentian  Moun- 
tains, north  of  Montreal  every  weekend. 
He  claimed  that  several  theatres  in  that 
district  were  “wide  open”  and  that  tiny 
tots  were  allowed  to  enter  without  any  for- 
mality whatever.  “The  practice  had  to 
stop,”  he  asserted,  “because  it  presented  a 
twin-evil — the  danger  to  the  morals  of  the 
children  and  the  ever-present  fire  hazard 
more  pronounced  in  small  non-fireproof 
country  cinema  places.” 

The  system  in  certain  New  York  thea- 
tres of  roping  off  sections  for  children  near 
the  fire  exists  and  having  matrons  in 
charge,  impressed  Alderman  Taillon.  He 
thought  that,  perhaps,  the  provincial  law 
might  be  amended  here  to  have  the  same 
system,  with  the  board  of  censors  deciding 
what  films  children  could  see. 


Chronicle-Telegraph,  carrying  advertise- 
ments of  only  three  houses.  The  programs 
offered  were  not  the  most  expensive,  but 
an  attempt  was  made  by  some  of  the  thea- 
tres to  make  up  to  Quebec  citizens  for 
the  fact  that  they  had  missed  Royal  Visit 
newsreels  while  the  King  and  Queen  were 
in  Canada.  At  the  Capitol  newsreels  of 
Their  Majesties’  visit  to  Toronto  and 
Winnipeg  were  shown  and  the  Empire 
gave  scenes  from  the  reception  in  Lon- 
don, and  also  the  Louis-Galento  fight.  The 
feature  picture  at  the  Empire  was  “Strange 
Boarders,”  an  English  spy  film,  with  Tom 
Walls  and  the  French  star,  Renee  Saint- 
Cyr,  the  latter  in  her  first  film  in  Eng- 
lish. Second  picture  in  the  double  bill 
was  “Flight  Into  Nowhere,”  with  Jack 
Holt.  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son”  was  the  of- 
fering at  the  Capitol,  while  the  Cartier 
showed  “Boys  Town”  and  “Spring  Mad- 
ness.” 

The  Empire  advertised  its  prices  as: 
Evening  35  cents,  tax  five  cents;  matinee, 
21  cents,  tax  four  cents. 

A rival  theatrical  production  with  prices 

Cycles  Producer-Made, 
Declares  Kiesling 

Montreal — Barrett  C.  Kiesling,  “reac- 
tion detective”  of  M-G-M,  in  Montreal  to 
study  the  attitude  of  the  cosmopolitan 
population  of  this  city  toward  present  day 
films,  declared  no  such  thing  exists  as  a 
popular  trend  towards  pictures  of  back- 
stage  life,  medieval  or  other  alleged  cycles. 

“I  say  there  is  no  popular  demand  for 
these  cycles,”  he  insisted,  “and  in  my  opin- 
ion the  reason  for  their  existence  is  sim- 
ply that  if  one  producer  makes  a good 
picture  which  draws  well,  others  follow 
with  the  same  background  in  the  hope 
of  cashing  in.  That’s  what  creates  the  al- 
leged cycle.  The  public  doesn’t  care  one 
way  or  the  other.  It  merely  wants  to  be 
entertained.” 

Kiesling  expected  a “cycle”  to  be  start- 
ed by  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  which  with  its 
British  public  school  locale,  is  meeting 
great  success  in  the  United  States,  in 
spite  of  the  unfamiliarity  of  the  American 
public  with  its  scene. 

“The  point  is,”  he  contended,  “everyone 
sees  in  this  picture  the  personification  of 
a favorite  teacher.  I shouldn’t  be  sur- 
prised if  there  are  a lot  of  school  pictures 
to  follow  it.” 

Kiesling  praised  highly  Norma  Shearer’s 
new  film  “The  Women,”  of  which  he  had 
viewed  several  scenes  before  leaving  Hol- 
lywood. “It  is  an  extraordinary  comedy, 
with  an  entirely  feminine  cast,”  he  re- 
marked. 


To  “Fly  Through  the  Air" 

Hollywood — “They  Fly  Through  the 
Air”  will  be  scripted  by  Owen  Crump  for 
Warner  Bros. 


ranging  to  $1.50  was  billed  at  the  Little 
Theatre  of  Quebec  where  Philip  Cook’s 
three-act  drama,  “Aftermatch,”  was  pre- 
sented at  a gala  performance  given  for 
the  crews  of  the  United  States  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

First  showings  of  the  pictures  in  Que- 
bec theatres  were  accompanied  by  mes- 
sages flashed  on  the  screen  thanking 
Premier  Duplessis  and  Mayor  Borne  for 
their  successful  efforts  in  bringing  about 
the  reopening,  by  agreement  to  remove 
the  ten  per  cent  tax  imposed  by  the  legis- 
lature last  spring  at  the  request  of  the 
city  authorities.  Happiest  of  all  over  the 
reopening  were  the  133  employes  of  the 
theatres  who  had  been  out  of  work  five 
weeks. 

At  Premier's  Request 

Definite  announcement  of  the  reopen- 
ing was  first  made  by  Bernard  Devlin, 
counsel  for  the  theatre  operators,  as  fol- 
lows: “Quebec  theatres  will  reopen  Mon- 
day, July  10,  following  an  agreement  be- 
tween Premier  Maurice  Duplessis  and 
Mayor  Lucien  Borne  for  repeal  of  the  ten 
per  cent  amusement  surtax.”  The  an- 
nouncement followed  a letter  from  the  pre- 
mier to  the  mayor.  The  premiere  wrote: 

“The  City  of  Quebec,  as  I informed  you 
during  the  interview  we  had,  is  not 
obliged  to  collect  the  tax  on  theatres.  This 
statement  is  fully  in  conformity  with  a 
declaration  that  I gave  the  newspapers 
some  two  weeks  ago. 

“You  state  in  your  letter  that  this  sur- 
tax of  ten  per  cent  was  imposed  by  the 
legislature,  but  this  is  not  in  conformity 
with  the  facts.  The  legislature,  at  the 
request  of  the  municipal  authorities,  and 
following  details  of  information  which 
were  furnished  it,  merely  adopted  the  text 
of  the  bill  which  had  been  prepared  by 
the  city  council.  It  is  not  exact,  conse- 
quently, to  claim  that  this  tax  was  im- 
posed by  the  government. 

“It  seems  obvious  today  that  this  surtax, 
which  you  requested,  is  harmful  to  the 
best  interests  of  Quebec,  constitutes  a 
prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  working 
classes,  and  is  of  a nature  to  increase  im- 
employment  and  its  ensuing  miseries. 

“For  these  reasons,  we  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  tax  should  not  be  imposed, 
and  we  ask  the  municipal  council  to  abol- 
ish the  theatre  tax  immediately.  We  also 
assure  the  city,  in  advance,  that  whatever 
legislation  is  necessary  to  remove  any 
legal  misinterpretation  which  might  occur 
will  be  submitted  to  the  legislature  at  its 
next  session. 

“The  national  union  government  has  done 
much  for  the  City  of  Quebec,  and  we  are 
always  happy  to  come  to  its  aid  to  the 
greatest  extent  possible  in  conformity  with 
the  best  interests  of  both  the  province 
and  the  city.” 

Following  receipt  of  the  premier’s  letter, 
the  tax  was  reconsidered  by  the  adminis- 
trative committee  of  Quebec  city  council, 
and  that  body  abolished  it  by  resolution, 
which  specified  that  collection  of  the  tax 
be  suspended  from  July  10,  1939  to  April 
30,  1940,  “subject  to  ratification  by  the 
legislature  at  its  next  session  and  without 
causing  any  prejudices  to  the  rights  of  the 
city.” 

A second  resolution,  of  a routine  nature, 
also  was  adopted  to  make  the  necessary 
amendments  to  the  amusement  tax  law 
in  view  of  the  changes  brought  about  by 
the  first  resolution.  Mayor  Lucien  Borne 
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then  released  the  following  statement: 

“The  City  of  Quebec,  to  avoid  another 
deficit,  asked  for  additional  revenues  at 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  and  it 
is  only  after  having  exhausted  all  other 
possibilities  that  the  city  asked  for  an  in- 
come tax  and  for  a surtax  of  ten  per  cent 
on  the  price  of  admission  to  amusements. 

“We  did  not  want  to  hinder  the  owners 
of  theatres  and,  as  a matter  of  fact,  they 
were  not  taxed.  It  was  the  patronizing 
public  which  was  being  called  upon  to  pay, 
and,  regardless  of  what  may  have  been  said, 
its  members  did  not  protest. 

“In  asking  for  this  source  of  revenue, 
we  were  convinced  that  we  were  imposing 
a tax  upon  people  who  were  paying  for  a 
luxury,  and  that  we  were  not  placing  an 
impost  on  any  necessities  of  life. 

“We  were  also  equally  convinced  that 
theatregoers  would  not  raise  any  objection 
to  this  tax. 

“The  text  of  the  law,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  Article  Four  of  the  last  amend- 
ment made  to  the  city  charter  followed  the 
course  usual  in  all  such  cases.  It  came 
before  the  private  bills  committee  of  both 
houses,  where  those  interested  could  make 
representations,  and  before  both  the  legis- 
lative assembly  and  the  legislative  council, 
before  finally  being  sanctioned  by  the 
lieutenant-governor. 

“The  opinion  of  our  legal  advisers  that 
this  law  was  imperative  and  not  a ‘facul- 
tative one  also  was  shared  by  the  lawyers 
for  the  theatres.  The  premier,  in  his 
letter  of  July  7,  asks  the  council  to  imme- 
diately abolish  this  tax,  and  assures  the 
city  that  whatever  legislation  may  be 
necessary  to  cover  the  case  will  be  intro- 
duced at  the  next  legislative  session. 

No  Power  of  Abolition 

“As  the  imposition  of  the  tax  was  de- 
creed by  the  municipal  council  and  after- 
wards ratified  by  a provincial  law,  I main- 
tain that  the  council  subsequently  having 
decided  as  to  the  means  of  collecting  this 
impost,  has  not  the  power  of  decreeing  its 
abolition.  The  city,  apparently,  can,  at 
the  most,  suspend  the  clause  regarding 
the  collecting  of  this  tax,  and  order  its  of- 
ficers not  to  collect  this  impost  after 
July  10. 

“Following  the  desire  expressed  by  the 
Premier,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  his  assurance  that  any  necessary 
legislation  will  be  introduced  at  the  next 
session,  I recommended  that  resoiution  to 
the  requested  effect  be  drawn  up  and 
adopted.” 

Whether  the  tax  be  regarded  as  abol- 
ished or  suspended,  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
going  to  be  collected  has  resulted  in  the 
theatres  reopening  and  is  a matter  of 
gratification  to  every  class  of  business  in- 
terest in  Quebec  and  to  the  citizens  gener- 
ally, who  expressed  their  views  by  signing 
to  the  number  of  over  28,000,  a petition 
asking  that  the  tax  be  abolished  and  the 
theatres  reopened. 

During  the  five  weeks  in  which  the 
theatres  were  dark,  the  citizens  of  Que- 
bec had  practically  no  amusement  other 
than  strolling  up  and  down  the  streets 
and  along  Dufferin  Terrace.  After  a few 
days  that  distraction  palled  and  the  streets 
were  noticeably  deserted.  This  had  the 
natural  effect  of  injuring  the  business  of 
restaurants  and  of  those  stores  which  were 
open  in  the  evening.  The  unfavorable 
publicity  widely  scattered  in  the  United 
States  kept  tourists  to  a minimum  and 


Recall  Past  Action 
Against  Clearance 

(Continued  from  page  121) 

was  G.  V.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  Toronto 
Operators’  union,  who  still  is  on  the  job 
as  a projectionist.  The  late  J.  C.  Brady 
and  Secretary  Tom  Scott  represented  the 
organized  independents  of  Ontario;  James 
Kershaw  of  Winnipeg  represented  the 
Manitoba  Motion  Picture  Ass’n,  of  which 
he  was  secretary,  and  L.  Beaulne  was  a 
member  of  the  board  as  secretary  of  the 
Canadian  Motion  Picture  Ass’n,  Montreal. 
The  trade  press  was  represented  by  W.  M. 
Gladish  of  Toronto  who  was  then  Cana- 
dian representative  of  the  former  Moving 
Picture  World  and  moving  picture  editor  of 
the  Toronto  News. 

Pioneers  of  the  business  in  Canada  were 
heads  of  exchanges,  the  majority  of  which 
have  passed  into  the  limbo  of  the  past — 
though  paving  the  way  for  the  present 
trade  structure.  Apart  from  those  already 
mentioned,  members  of  the  board  included 
the  Pox  Film  Co.  of  which  Vince  McCabe 
was  manager;  Independent  Film  Co.,  W. 
K.  Barrett,  manager;  Monarch  Film  Co., 
Phil  Kauffman  manager;  Specialty  Film 
Import,  Ltd.,  J.  J.  Colleton,  manager,  and 
General  Film  Co.  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  L.  Mc- 
Intosh, manager. 

Before  his  death,  Phil  Kauffman  was 
destined  to  become  prominent  in  inter- 
national film  trade  circles  after  gradu- 
ation from  the  Toronto  field,  while  W.  K. 
Barrett  proceeded  to  New  York  in  due 
course  to  gain  greater  fame.  The  Regal 
Film  Co.,  of  which  N.  L.  Nathanson  was 
manager  and  which  is  Canadian  M-G-M 
distributor,  released  the  following  product 
in  1918:  World,  Metro,  Triangle,  Screen 
Classics,  First  National  and  Keystone  fea- 
tures, Charlie  Chapiin,  Keystone  and  Drew 
comedies.  Specialty  Film  Import,  Ltd., 
handled  Pathe  Productions  and  comedies, 
weeklies,  scenics  and  serials,  this  company 
being  a pioneer  organization  under  the  di- 
rection of  L.  Ernest  Ouimet  of  Montreal 
who  is  credited  with  having  created  the 


hotels,  garages  and  business  generally  suf- 
fered. Quebecers  possessed  of  motor  cars 
were  able  to  patronize  theatre  in  Three 
Rivers,  Louisville  and  other  centers  within 
a couple  of  hours’  run,  and  the  two  small 
theatres  in  Levis  on  the  south  side  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  did  the  best  five  weeks  of 
business  they  had  ever  known  in  summer. 


Council  Approves  Purchasing 
Projector  for  Civic  House 

Montreal — On  the  eve  of  settlement  of 
the  City  of  Quebec’s  dispute  with  the  thea- 
tres, Quebec  city  council  ratified  a deci- 
sion of  the  administrative  committee 
calling  for  the  purchase  of  two  projectors 
at  a cost  of  $3,500  for  installation  in  Mont- 
calm Palace. 

Approval  of  the  purchase  came  as  a 
sequel  to  a lengthy  dispute  in  the  course  of 
which  Alderman  Frank  Dinan  charged 
that  the  projectors  had  been  on  hand 
before  tenders  were  called. 

Strongly  opposing  the  purchase,  he  said 
Montcalm  Palace  was  not  a source  of  reve- 


film  exchange  idea  in  Canada  because  of 
an  accumulation  of  pictures  which  he  had 
bought  outright  for  his  first  theatres.  The 
Monarch  Film  Co.  made  much  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  exclusive  Canadian  dis- 
tributor of  Goldwyn  and  Select  pictures 
while  the  Fox  Film  Co.  was  the  forerunner 
of  the  present  20th  Century-Fox  Corp., 
Ltd.  During  the  1918  agitation,  incident- 
ally, William  Fox  came  out  with  a per- 
sonal announcement  to  the  effect  that  “I 
am  not  afraid  of  the  30-day  cancellation 
clause  as  applied  to  Fox  productions”  be- 
cause he  did  not  want  to  force  exhibitors 
to  run  them  “if  they  do  not  bring  money 
into  your  boxoffice.” 

The  Independent  Film  Co.  released 
state-right  features  and  was  announcing 
“God’s  Man,”  starring  H.  B.  Warner;  “The 
Public  Defender,”  with  Prank  Keenan  and 
Robert  Edeson;  “A  Modern  Lorelei,”  with 
Tyrone  Power,  and  “The  Master  Crook,” 
starring  Edmund  Breese.  Universal  was 
releasing  features  starring  Mae  Murray, 
Mary  McLaren,  Harry  Carey,  Dorothy 
Phillips,  Alice  Howell,  Lyons  and  Moran, 
and  others.  Famous  Players  Film  Co.  re- 
leased Paramount  and  Artcraft  Pictures 
and  continues  to  represent  Paramount  in 
Canada  as  Paramount  Films  Service,  Ltd. 
The  Vitagraph  Film  Co.,  now  is  Vitagraph, 
Ltd.,  distributing  Warner  Bros,  and  First 
National  product.  The  two  original  Cana- 
dian franchise  holders  in  Associated  First 
National  Exhibitors  were  Ben  Stapleton, 
pioneer  theatre  owner  of  Ottawa  who  con- 
tinues to  hold  his  Canadian  franchise 
rights  in  this  producing  company,  and  the 
late  Harry  Brouse,  who  left  an  estate 
valued  at  more  than  $800,000. 

In  1918  the  film  exchange  offices  were 
scattered  throughout  the  downtovm  sec- 
tion of  Toronto,  occupying  premises  in  all 
types  of  buildings  on  Richmond,  King, 
Adelaide,  Queen,  Temperance,  Yonge  and 
Dundas  streets.  This  was  before  the 
hazard  of  film  storage  was  fully  appre- 
ciated. Eventually,  under  the  guidance  of 
Colonel  Cooper,  the  offices  were  gradually 
concentrated  in  approved  fire-proof  struc- 
tures with  ventilated  vaults  and  private 
projection  theatres  in  the  vicinity  of  Vic- 
toria and  Dundas  streets  where  present- 
day  exhibitors  congregate  to  argue  the 
issues  of  this  modern  era. 


nue  to  the  city  and  held  that  the  installa- 
tion of  projectors  would  do  nothing  to 
ameliorate  the  situation. 

Emile  Morin  denied  the  city’s  alleged 
intention  to  go  in  competition  with  thea- 
tres and  his  proposal  that  the  projectors 
be  given  a 90-day  trial  before  final  pur- 
chase was  accepted.  “It  is  simply  our  in- 
tention,” he  said,  “to  give  final  touches  to 
the  building  and  present  pictures  ignored 
by  Quebec’s  theatres.”  He  said  the  pur- 
chase was  being  made  for  educational  pur- 
poses. He  described  in  detail  the  up-to- 
date  fire-proof  construction  of  the  pro- 
jection room  and  said  “why  have  the 
cabin  if  we  haven’t  the  machines?” 


Termer  to  Omytryk 

Hollywood  — Edward  Dmytryk  has 
drawn  a new  term  directorial  contract  at 
Paramount. 


New  Universal  Writer 

Hollywood — Roy  Chanslor  has  joined 
Universal’s  writing  staff. 
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Showman  Makes  Field 
Day  of  Revamp  Job 

Regina,  Sask. — Remodeling  of  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre  here  at  a cost  of  $50,000  by 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  was  hail- 
ed with  a blaze  of  newspaper  publicity, 
radio  chatter  and  something  really  unique, 
production  of  a 50-page  illustrated  bro- 
chure loaded  with  plaudits. 

The  brochure  was  the  brain  child  of 
Manager  Bill  Novak  who  put  it  over  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  Independent 
Daughters  of  Empire  chapters  who  made 
money  for  their  charitable  purposes  from 
advertising  sold  in  the  magazine.  Pro- 
fusely illustrated,  the  magazine  contained 
articles  by  newspaper  film  editors,  engi- 
neers and  others  who  could  explain  the 
various  features  of  the  remodeling.  Given 
away  to  patrons  at  the  door,  it  attracted 
much  attention. 

Second  Remodeling  Job 

Manager  Novak  also  planned  to  dis- 
tribute many  through  the  industry  in 
Canada. 

The  remodeling  program  was  the  second 
in  the  theatre’s  18-year-old  history  and 
the  most  extensive.  The  Capitol  has  been 
the  city’s  major  showhouse  since  its  open- 
ing. The  outside  entrances  flush  with  the 
street  have  been  done  over  in  oak  panelling 
with  chromium-plated  swing  doors  lead- 
ing onto  a modernistic  style  court  with 
vari-colored  terrazzo  flooring  in  half-cir- 
cles of  yellow,  red  and  blue  gently  blend- 
ing into  one  another.  A British  style 
ticket  office  occupies  the  central  point 
between  entrance  and  exit  doors,  its  clear 
glass  of  various  colors  giving  the  cashier 
full  vision  in  all  directions.  The  prin- 
cipal design  of  blue  and  accommodating 
colors  is  carried  out  here  both  in  paint- 
ed woodwork  and  glass. 

Modernistic  chrome  furniture  and  deco- 
rations enhance  the  foyer,  a long,  cellar- 
like adjunct  to  the  auditorium.  Enlarged 
washroom  facilities  for  men  and  women 
have  been  installed,  the  men’s  finished  in 
cream  and  green  color,  the  women’s  in 
Persian  red,  even  to  the  toilet  and  wash 
facilities.  Separate  and  apart  from  the 
ladies’  retiring  room  is  a powder  room  with 
individual  mirrors,  wall  bracket  make-up 
countei’s,  and  high,  colorfully  upholstered 
chairs.  Indirect  lighting  arrangements  add 
to  the  effect  throughout.  The  washrooms 
are  directly  down  a few  steps  off  the  main 
foyer  and  occupy  a space  formerly  given 
over  to  an  alcove  of  no  particular  value. 

The  theatre  throughout  has  been  fur- 
nished with  new  carpeting,  though  it  fol- 
lows the  original  design  of  deep  red  and 
contrast  pattern. 

Washrooms  Are  Rebuilt 

The  washrooms  were  completely  rebuilt 
from  tile  to  doorknobs.  The  walls  are  in 
white  tile  in  the  men’s  quarter.  The  ter- 
razzo flooring  has  been  given  a mottled 
effect.  In  addition  there  is  a smoking  room 
with  red  and  green  leather  furnishings 
and  chromium  smoking  equipment.  Blue 
walls.  Indirect  lighting  and  an  inlaid  floor 
add  to  the  effect. 

In  the  cosmetic  room  there  is  a gradual 
shading  upwards  from  the  floor  of  the 
walls  from  old  rose  to  a delicate  pink  at 


Regina's  Remodeled  Capitol — 

At  the  top  a view  of  the  renovated  front  of  the  Famous  Players -Canadian 
house.  Below,  a scene  of  the  lobby,  redecorated,  refurnished  and  recarpeted. 


the  ceiling. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  renovated 
Capitol  is  the  new  air  conditioning  plant 
installed  by  Waterman-Waterbury  of  Re- 
gina for  the  United  States  Air  Condition- 
ing Corp.  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  makers 
of  Kooler-Aire  systems. 

New  Booth  Equipment 

The  Capitol  has  also  been  given  a new 
sound  system,  RCA  Photophone,  of  which 
there  are  only  two  similar  installations  in 
Famous  Players  theatres  in  Canada.  A 
new  Walker  screen  also  has  been  installed. 
A feature  is  the  improved  rotary  stabilizer 
soundhead  and  the  new  shockproof  drive, 
a mechanized  arrangement  that  does  away 
with  irregularities  in  speed  of  film  as  it 
passes  the  exciter  lamp,  thus  eliminating 
that  form  of  distortion  known  as  “wows.” 
High  fidelity  amplifiers,  provided  with  an 
emergency  amplifier  complement  to  guard 
against  soimd  failures,  are  part  of  the 
new  system. 

The  projection  rooms  have  been  air  con- 
ditioned and  fitted  with  two  new  Super 
Simplex  projection  machines.  Peerless 
Magnarc  lamps,  plus  the  latest  copper 
oxide  rectifiers  supplied  by  Canadian  Gen- 
eral Electric  are  included.  'The  Canadian 


Theatre  Supply  Co.  handled  the  entire 
equipment  for  this  department. 

In  addition  to  maplewood  flooring,  the 
Capitol  also  boasts  1,300  new  seats — a con- 
siderable number  of  seats  were  sacrificed 
to  provide  solid  comfort  for  patrons — in- 
stalled by  the  La  Salle  Seating  Recre- 
ations, Ltd.,  seating  division.  Imported 
from  England,  they  have  a fuU,  thickly 
padded,  16-spring-to-edge  seat  cushion, 
fitted  to  the  chair  with  patent  tUt-up 
brackets  with  rubber  silence  bumpers  at- 
tached. They  are  covered  in  rich  red  and 
green  velour,  sponge  rubber  armrests  re- 
placing the  old  wooden  type. 

The  original  classic  design  of  the  the- 
atre ceiling  and  walls  was  not  changed. 


Assigned  to  "Lost  Man" 

Hollywood — George  O’Neil  will  script 
“The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself.”  Picture 
will  be  made  in  England  by  Leslie  Howard 
and  Walter  Putter. 


"U"  Retitles  a Film 
Hollywood — Universal’s  “Modern  Cin- 
derella” has  been  retitled  “Give  Us  This 
Night.” 
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J^NYONE  who  doubted  the  advantages  of 
air  conditioning  as  a theatre  attrac- 
tion would  have  had  his  views  changed 
had  he  dropped  into  the  Savoy,  Confeder- 
ation Amusement  house  at  Verdun  any  re- 
cent warm  evening.  Although  most  thea- 
tres were  doing  little  business,  the  Savoy, 
which  seats  900,  had  almost  every  seat 
occupied.  The  feature  film  was  “Angels 
With  Dirty  Faces,”  and  it  proved  so  popu- 
lar that  Eugene  Maynard,  the  manager, 
decided  to  extend  its  run. 

All  the  first  run  theatres  along  St. 
Catherine  St.  changed  their  hilling  Fri- 
day and  the  result  was  an  extremely  var- 
ied selection.  Loew’s  chose  “Good  Girls  Go 
to  Paris”  as  midsummer  fare;  the  Palace 
selected  20th-Fox’s  new  musical  produc- 
tion, “Second  Fiddle,”  while  “Tarzan  Finds 
a Son!”  and  “It  Could  Happen  to  You” 
divides  the  time  at  the  Capitol.  The  Prin- 
cess which  has  notably  leaned  towards 
detective  and  mystery  films  is  showing 
“Blackwell’s  Island,”  while  the  Orpheum 
appeals  to  the  sporting  instincts  with  Vic- 
tor McLaglen  in  “Ex-Champ.” 

Local  theatre  managers  expressed  relief 
at  the  settlement  of  the  Quebec  theatre 
dispute.  They  had  feared  that  if  the  tax 
had  been  continued,  the  City  of  Montreal 
might  have  attempted  a similar  increase. 
Now,  that  is  considered  very  unlikely.  Dis- 
tributors have  even  more  reason  to  be 
thankful,  as  they  sent  no  films  to  Quebec 
for  five  weeks,  but  can  now  look  forward 
to  a regular  demand  from  that  center. 

When  the  Hudson’s  Bay  steamship  Nas- 
copie  departed  last  weekend  for  its  annual 
tour  of  the  Arctic,  passengers  were  ensured 
against  monotony  by  the  inclusion  of  a 
number  of  motion  pictures  and  apparatus 
for  showing  them.  They  include  a news- 
reel of  the  presentation  to  King  George 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.’s  tribute,  two  elk 
head  and  two  black  beaver. 

Robert  Montgomery,  his  wife,  their  lit- 
le  son  and  daughter,  arrived  in  London 
with  30  trunks  and  bags.  Bob  is  going 
to  make  two  pictures,  the  first  of  which  is 
“Busman’s  Honeymoon,”  and  the  second, 
“The  Earl  of  Chicago”  during  their  stay 
in  England,  Mrs.  Montgomery  revealed. 

Six  hundred  British  cinema  owners  who 
met  in  Blackpool  to  hear  the  latest  on  tele- 
vision were  told  that  it  would  cost  them 
approximately  $7,500  to  equip  local  thea- 
tres for  television,  while  the  bill  for  all 
the  larger  cinemas  would  amount  to  about 
$30,000,000.  The  assemblage  regarded  the 
outlook  hopefully,  having  just  escaped  a 
$5,000,000  film  tax. 

Infractions  of  the  Quebec  law  prohibit- 
ing admission  of  juveniles  are  cheaper  in 
the  case  of  showings  of  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs”  than  in  other  infrac- 
tions. The  local  recorder  fined  exhibitors 
of  “Snow  White”  $7.50,  while  those  who 
showed  children  other  films  were  fined 
$10  and  costs. 

Allied  Exhibitors  of  Nova  Scotia  agreed 
to  submit  their  grievances  to  the  motion 
picture  conciliation  board,  thus  ensuring 
that  there  will  be  no  film  shortage  in  the 
Maritime  province  this  year. 


M.  Rainer,  of  Monogram  Pictures,  New 
York,  was  a weekend  visitor  to  Montreal, 
staying  at  the  Mount  Royal  . . . Mayor 
Lucien  Borne  of  Quebec  has  the  problem 
of  finding  $40,000  to  replace  the  revenue 
expected  from  the  theatre  tax.  He  has 
written  Premier  Duplessis  asking  him  to 
“supply  us  with  another  source  of  revenue 
to  replace  the  one  we  lose  by  abolition  of 
the  ten  per  cent  theatre  tax.” 

Few  fight  pictures  have  proven  so  popu- 
lar as  the  Louis-Galento  reel,  in  which  all 
important  action  is  photographed  in  slow 
motion.  Public  demand  has  led  to  the 
United  Amusement  Corp.  booking  this 
sports  film  for  their  entire  chain. 

Montreal  Monitor  expresses  admiration 
of  Associated  Screen  News’  color  film, 
“Royal  Banners  Over  Ottawa,”  one  of  the 
celebrated  Canadian  Cameo  series  made 
under  the  general  direction  of  Gordon 
Sparling  who  also  did  the  cutting.  “Parti- 
cularly impressive”  says  the  Monitor,  “is 
the  skill  displayed  in  editing  the  scenes 
into  a smooth  narrative.”  “Royal  Ban- 
ners Over  Ottawa”  is  now  showing  at  the 
Capitol,  Quebec. 

Revival  of  interest  in  the  works  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  famous  Scottish  novelist, 
seems  likely  as  a result  of  the  announce- 
ment of  RKO  that  “Ivanhoe”  will  be  a 
leading  feature  on  their  1939-40  program. 
As  already  noted  “Rob  Roy,”  hero  of  an- 
other of  Scott’s  novels,  will  he  produced  in 
England,  with  Will  Fyffe  as  one  of  the 
leading  actors. 

In  search  of  material  for  a Royal  Ca- 
nadian Mounted  Police  film,  William  H. 
Pine,  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  associate  producer, 
is  in  western  Canada  where  he  hopes  to 
get  helpful  information  from  old-timers. 
“We  would  like  to  select  some  dramatic 
occurrence  at  a time  before  modern  com- 
munications changed  the  complexion  of 
police  work,”  he  said. 

The  British  Drama  League  has  invited 
Canada  to  send  a group  of  actors  and  ac- 
tresses representative  of  the  Dominion 
Drama  Festival  to  take  part  in  the  finals 
of  its  competition  in  London  next  May. 

Danielle  Darrieux,  who  is  a strong  fa- 
vorite with  Prench-Canadians,  has  been 
upheld  by  a French  court  in  her  refusal 
to  play  the  leading  part  in  a film  entitled, 
“The  French  Can-Can.”  She  was  sued 
by  Regina  Film  Co.  for  a million  francs 
for  breach  of  contract,  but  the  court  de- 
cided an  actress  was  privileged  to  choose 
her  part. 

Motion  pictures  provided  the  entertain- 
ment given  to  members  of  the  Montreal 
Curb  Market  by  a distilling  firm,  the  pic- 
ture, “Nature  Control”  showing  the  work- 
ings of  a famous  American  distillery. 
Needless  to  say,  it  was  illustrated  with 
samples  of  the  product. 

A.  W.  Perry,  general  manager  of  Em- 
pire-Universal for  Canada,  visited  Mon- 
treal en  route  to  Saint  John,  N.  B.  . . . 
Harry  Paynter,  province  of  Quebec  man- 
ager has  returned  from  a trip  to  Toronto. 
N.  D.  H.  Evans  of  the  Toronto  office,  is  in 
Montreal  auditing  the  books  of  E-U’s 
Filmrow  office. 


Originality  in 
Names 

Toronto — Originality  in  theatre  names 
has  once  more  been  demonstrated  in 
Canada  in  the  baptism  of  the  house 
opened  as  the  Keneric  Theatre  at 
Chester,  N.  S.,  by  Messrs.  Reardon  and 
Corkum.  The  name  was  fabricated 
from  the  first  names  of  the  proprietors, 
Eric  and  Kenneth. 

Similar  ingenuity  was  shown  by 
Warren  Cooper  in  the  opening  of  his 
new  house  at  Revelstoke  which  re- 
placed the  Province  Theatre  after  the 
latter  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
new  Cooper  theatre  is  known  as  the 
Avolie  which  is  a combination  of  the 
first  two  names  of  his  wife. 


Filmrow  had  one  or  two  unusual  visi- 
tors besides  the  regulars.  H.  Laperriere, 
whose  theatre  in  Pierreville  is  named  after 
him,  was  here  booking,  and  so  was  Ed- 
mond Beaumont  of  the  Cinema  de  Levis. 
Mr.  Beaumont  has  just  acquired  the  Fran- 
cais,  Quebec,  from  J.  E.  Gagnon  . . . Also 
noted  on  Filmrow  were  Mel  Lodge  of  Dan- 
ville, tvho  operates  theatres  at  Asbestos 
and  Richmond;  Georges  Lapierre  of  the 
Ideal,  Beauharnois;  P.  Senecal,  of  the 
George’s,  Ste.  Therese  and  George  Cham- 
pagnes, of  the  Roxy  and  the  Auditorium, 
Shawinigan  Falls. 

Empire-Universal  screened  before  a se- 
lect audience  on  Filmrow,  Sigrid  Gurie’s 
new  film,  “The  Forgotten  Woman.”  Miss 
Gurie  will  be  recalled  for  her  parts  in 
“Marco  Polo”  and  “Algiers.” 

Friends  of  Frank  Fisher,  late  Montreal 
manager  of  Empire-Universal,  now  of  To- 
ronto, rejoiced  with  him  at  the  7iews  that 
his  wife,  playing  with  Eleanor  Young,  won 
the  Quebec  Tennis  Ladies’  Doubles  in  the 
championships  here. 

Charles  Rioux,  former  operator  of  the 
Cambrai,  Quebec,  is  now  managing  the 
Empire  and  Cartier  theatres  in  that  city 
. . . S.  Morgan-Powell,  Montreal  film 
critic,  notes  that  the  Ontario  board  of 
censors  report  refers  to  recent  outstand- 
ing British  films  and  says;  “These  suc- 
cesses clearly  indicate  that  the  British 
producer  can  adapt  his  product  to  the 
American  market.”  Mr.  Morgan-Powell 
comments:  “It  would  appear  that  the  On- 
tario board  of  censors  regards  the  tastes 
of  Ontario  as  identical  to  those  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  pictures  are  con- 
cerned. They  are  probably  better  judges 
of  that  than  we  in  Quebec  could  ever 
hope  to  be.”  He  suggests  that  it  would  be 
interesting  if  all  censor  boards  through- 
out the  Dominion  were  to  set  forth  the 
rules  that  govern  them,  for  public  infor- 
mation, “instead  of  preserving  a strange 
secrecy  that  can  only  serve  to  arouse  sus- 
picion and  irritate.” 

A local  theatre  manager  deplores  the 
neglect  by  motion  picture  theatre  inter- 
ests of  the  best  advertising  medium  for 
their  product — the  screen.  He  claims  that 
the  screen  should  tell  the  public  about 
theatre  taxation  and  that  whenever  mo- 
tion picture  interests  are  affected  the  in- 
dustry should  get  out  trailers  to  inform 
the  public. 
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A Newspaper  Review 
Honors  Film  Jubilee 

Montreal — The  jubilee  of  the  film  in- 
dustry, June  21,  occasioned  the  following 
review  in  the  London  Times: 

“Modern  cinematography  is  the  result 
of  a slow  process  of  evolution  extending 
over  several  centuries  and  proceeding  in 
steps,  each  the  outcome  of  an  earlier  dis- 
covery. 

“So  many  different  factors  go  to  make 
the  process  as  we  know  it  today  that  it  is 
impossible  to  name  any  one  individual  as 
the  ‘inventor.’  Some  of  the  more  im- 
portant of  the  later  steps  were  taken  prac- 
tically simultaneously  in  England,  France, 
America,  and  Germany,  and  each  of  these 
countries  has,  on  occasion,  claimed  the 
honour  of  ‘inventing  cinematography.’ 

“Probably  the  first  instrument  to  hint 
at  the  possibilities  underlying  optical  com- 
binations of  inanimate  drawings  was  Her- 
schel’s  Thaumatrope.  This  toy  was  fol- 
lowed towards  the  middle  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury by  a variety  of  devices  for  animating  a 
succession  of  drawings,  of  which  perhaps 
the  best  known  is  the  Zoetrope,  patented 
by  W.  G.  Horner  in  1833,  by  which  a very 
presentable  illusion  of  motion  was  pro- 
duced. In  1838  these  forerunners  of  the 
modern  cartoon  were  projected  on  to  the 
screen  at  the  London  Polyteclmic. 

“By  1870,  Marey  of  Paris,  and  Heyl  of 
Philadelphia,  had  both  devised  cameras 
for  recording  consecutive  photographs  on 
glass  disks.  Marey  was  primarily  inter- 
ested in  analyzing  the  movements  made 
by  animals  and  birds.  Maybridge  (of 
Kingston)  in  1872  made  similar  series.  By 
1885  Maybridge  had  over  100,000  photo- 
graphic plates  of  moving  men,  beasts,  and 
birds,  some  of  which  in  1887  he  reproduc- 
ed on  bands  of  paper  for  viewing  in  the 
Zoetrope.  He  may  have  been  the  first  to 
combine  the  illusion  of  reality  given  by  the 
photograph  with  the  illusion  of  movement 
which  results  from  viewing  a rapid  suc- 
cession of  consecutive  pictures. 

“On  January  10,  1888,  Augstin  le  Prince 
was  granted  British  patent  No.  423  for 
the  employment  of  perforated  gelatine 
film  to  reproduce,  by  a sprocket-actuated 
movement,  a rapid  sequence  of  images 
taken  through  a single  objective,  and  in 
October,  1888,  le  Prince  projected  moving 
photographs  on  a screen.  Tlie  photo- 
graphs were  recorded  on  strips  of  paper 
joined  together  by  a red  film  backing  with 
perforated  margins.  Had  he  lived  to  con- 
tinue his  work,  le  Prince  might  have  made 
as  good  a claim  as  any  to  being  the  ‘in- 
ventor’ of  the  ‘movie.’  What  happened 
to  him  on  or  after  that  journey  is  still  a 
riddle,  for  he  was  never  heard  of  again. 

“Neither  paper  nor  unsupported  gela- 
tine is  a suitable  material  for  cinema  film, 
and  the  modern  era  dates  from  1887, 
when  a patent  was  granted  to  Goodwin, 
an  American  clergyman,  for  celluloid  film 
as  a support  for  photographic  emulsions. 
In  England,  William  Friese-Greene  was 
also  experimenting  with  celluloid  as  a sup- 
port for  photographs  made  in  his  cinema 
camera.  On  June  21,  1889,  Friese-Greene 
filed  what  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
master  patent  in  the  art  of  cinemato- 
graphy. 

“Edison  first  became  interested  in  the 


J^EGAL  FILMS,  LTD.,  has  prepared  spe- 
cial arrangements  for  opening  per- 
formances in  key  centers  of  Canada  for 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  with  reserved  seats 
for  the  one  evening  show,  following  the 
success  of  this  plan  with  “Pygmalion.”  The 
Canadian  premiere  of  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips”  took  place  with  a gala  opening  at 
Loew’s  Theatre,  Montreal,  and  a long  run 
is  confidently  expected. 

The  mcompleted  theatre  at  Sudbury, 
Ont.,  has  been  offered  for  sale  or  lease  by 
Davis  & Turpin,  80  Elm  St.,  East,  Sudbury, 
represeiiting  the  owners.  This  is  the  struc- 
ture for  which  the  City  of  Sudbury  built  a 
charniel  for  a nearby  creek.  In  the  mean- 
time, Robert  T.  Stevens  is  proceeding  with 
the  construction  of  the  new  Regent  Thea- 
tre in  Sudbury,  replacing  a theatre  of  the 
same  name,  which  is  expected  to  open  in 
a month. 

J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  general  manager  of 
20th  Century-Fox  Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  has 
returned  from  a trip  to  the  Canadian 
West.  J.  L.  Hunter,  Toronto  bi’anch  man- 
ager of  Paramount  Film  Service,  Ltd.,  is 
back  from  Regina,  Sask.,  to  where  he  mo- 
tored, making  the  return  journey  by  air- 
plane. 

Jack  Arthur,  manager  of  the  big  Up- 
town Theatre,  Toronto,  spent  several  days 
at  the  World's  Fair  in  New  York  and  took 
m a number  of  shows.  Local  exhibitors 
who  have  visited  the  New  York  Fair  in- 
clude Harry  Firestone,  president  of  the 
Independent  Theatres  Ass’n  of  Ontario; 
Sa77i  Firesto7ie,  his  father,  a7id  J.  Smith 
of  the  Kum  C.  Theatre,  Toro7ito. 

A1  Sedgewick,  manager  of  the  Belsize 
Theatre,  Toronto,  is  away  on  holidays 
which  will  conclude  with  attendance  at 
the  Famous  Players’  convention  in  Nia- 
gara Falls. 

Robert  Brow7i  has  been  promoted  to  be 
77ia7iager  of  the  Vanity  Theatre,  Wmdsor, 
07it.,  in  successi07i  to  I.  Steinhart  who  re- 
ce7itly  became  ma7iager  of  the  Ma7ior 
Theatre,  Tor07ito. 

John  Hazza,  former  district  manager  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  Calgary, 
has  been  enjoying  continued  success  with 
his  stable  of  horses  at  Fort  Erie  and  Hamil- 


possibilities  of  cinematography  in  1887. 
Although  he  came  to  Europe  in  1889  and 
probably  saw  projected  films  in  England, 
he  had  little  faith  at  that  time  in  the  pro- 
jected image,  and  on  his  return  concen- 
trated on  improving  his  kinetescope — in 
which  an  endless  loop  of  moving  film  was 
directly  viewed  through  a peep-hoose.  The 
film  traveled  continuously  and  was  illum- 
inated by  electric  flashes  which  were  so 
timed  that  each  succeeding  picture  on 
the  strip  of  celluloid  was  seen  only  at  the 
moment  when  it  occupied  exactly  the 
same  position  as  the  preceding  picture 
when  illuminated  by  the  preceding  flash. 

“Jenkins,  who  later  founded  the  Amer- 
ican Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers, 
financed  by  Armat,  built  in  1890  a camera 
using  celluloid  film,  followed  in  1894  by 
a projector  which  threw  the  moving  image 


ton,  Ont.  He  maintains  an  extensive  ranch 
in  Alberta  where  he  breeds  thoroughbreds 
and  other  types  of  equines. 

Few  exhibitors  have  been  noted  along 
Toronto’s  Filmrow  fro7n  out  of  town,  but 
recent  callers  have  been  M.  T.  Craig  of 
the  Majestic  Theatre,  Dresden,  and  the 
Palace  at  Ridgetown,  and  Robert  Hamble- 
t07i  of  Simcoe  who  is  planning  the  erec- 
tio7i  of  a theatre  at  Port  Dover  to  add  to 
his  group  of  theatres  in  western  Ontario. 

Arthur  Benjamin,  English  composer  and 
pianist  who  wrote  the  music  for  a num- 
ber of  British  features  including  “Wings 
of  the  Morning”  and  “The  Scarlet  Pim- 
pernel,” presented  a half-hour  piano  re- 
cital on  the  national  network  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting  Corp.,  which  included 
some  of  his  own  works.  He  recently  com- 
pleted a coast-to-coast  tour  of  the  Do- 
minion. 

Keith  Wilso7i,  manager  of  the  Marks 
Theatre,  Oshawa,  07it.,  has  been  doing  a 
good  job  in  exploitmg  curre7it  attractions 
by  snipmg  the  poles  over  a wide  area  of 
Ontario  a7id  York  cou7ities. 

Kathleen  Stokes,  widely  known  as  a 
theatre  and  radio  organist  of  Toronto  for 
many  years,  is  preparing  for  a month’s 
holiday  in  the  Adirondacks  of  New  York 
state. 

L.  Mazza,  proprietor  of  the  Classic  Thea- 
tre, Toronto,  has  undertake7i  aii  extensive 
modernizati07i  job  which  will  mclude  the 
installation  of  7iew  seats  supplied  by  the 
Ca7iadia7i  Theatre  Chair  Co.,  Toro7ito.  The 
theatre  will  be  closed  for  about  one 

m07ith. 

Harry  J.  Allen,  general  manager  of 
Grand  National  Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  has 
announced  that  his  state-right  feature, 
“Damaged  Goods,”  has  been  passed  by  the 
Nova  Scotia  board  of  moving  picture  cen- 
sors after  an  appeal  from  a former  deci- 
sion. This  picture  has  been  shown 
throughout  Ontario. 

Irvhig  Golds77iith,  booker  of  the  Exhibi- 
tors Bookmg  Ass’7i,  Toronto,  and  recently 
married,  is  back  at  his  desk  following  a7i 
exte7isive  honeymoo7i  trip  to  New  York. 


on  to  a screen.  His  invention  was  bought 
up — one  of  the  conditions  being  that  Edi- 
son’s name  should  be  attached  to  the  ap- 
paratus for  “publicity  reasons.” 

“Although  it  is  probably  true  that  the 
‘Edison’  was  the  first  commercially  suc- 
cessful machine,  many  people  still  feel 
that  if  a single  name  must  be  picked  out 
Friese-Green’s  claim  to  be  the  father  of 
modern  cinematography  is  better  founded 
than  Edison’s. 

“Unfortunately,  Friese-Green  was  a poor 
business  man,  and  although  there  is  little 
doubt  that  properly  handled  his  owner- 
ship of  the  1889  patent  should  have 
brought  him  a fortune,  his  worldly  pos- 
sessions amounted  to  a few  coppers  when 
he  died  in  1921  at  a meeting  concerned 
with  the  development  of  the  subject  to 
which  he  had  given  his  life.” 
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gEN  STAPLETON,  dean  of  Ottawa  thea- 
tre pioneers,  is  spending  the  summer  at 
his  summer  home  at  Pitzroy  Harbor  where 
he  is  enjoying  life  to  the  full.  With  the 
late  Harry  Brouse  of  Ottawa,  Stapleton 
was  one  of  the  original  shareholders  of 
Associated  First  National  and  has  re- 
tained his  franchise  in  that  producing 
company. 

William  McLaughlin,  veteran  film  critic 
of  the  Ottawa  Journal,  is  sporting  a new 
Chrysler  Imperial  car  and  is  making  fre- 
quent trips  to  his  summer  home  at  Quyon, 
Que. 

John  Elliott,  guest  singer  at  the  Gati- 
neau Country  Club,  Ottawa,  has  gone  back 
to  Hollywood  to  start  work  in  a picture  for 
Warner  Bros.  He  has  spent  a number  of 
weeks  in  Ottawa  since  appearing  in  “The 
Swing  Opera.” 

The  death  occurred  in  California  of 
Hon.  Fernand  Rinfret,  secretary  of  state 
in  the  Dominion  Government,  Ottawa.  He 
was  prominently  identified  with  perform- 
ing right  and  copyright  situation  in  Can- 
ada, being  the  sponsor  of  the  bill  which 
amended  the  copyright  laws  of  the  Do- 
minion. The  bill  provided  regulation  of 
the  Canadian  Performing  Right  Society, 
including  the  requirement  of  annual  regis- 
tration of  fee  schedules  for  the  use  of 
musical  works  by  theatres,  radio  stations, 
orchestras  and  concert  organizers. 

Angelo  Stevens,  manager  of  the  Regent 
Theatre  in  downtown  Ottawa,  has  returned 
from  a two  weeks’  vacation  in  northern 
Ontario. 

Morris  Berlin,  manager  of  the  Somerset 
Theatre,  has  announced  that  an  offer  of 
purchase  by  a theatre  chain  has  been 
turned  down  and  that  no  change  in  owner- 
ship of  the  theatre  is  contemplated. 

Manager  Chris  Holmes  of  the  Avalon 
Theatre,  is  working  an  effective  stunt  in 
having  a program  timetable  on  display  in 
a nearby  restam’ant,  together  with  an  ad- 
vertisement on  the  menu  cards  which  re- 
fers to  the  schedule  and  bears  the  nota- 
tion, “It’s  Time  to  See  a Show  at  the 
Avalon.” 

It  is  rumored  that  Ray  Tubman,  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  will  be  a 
candidate  in  the  west  Ottawa  riding  for 
a seat  in  the  house  of  commons. 


pRED  GUEST,  operator  of  the  Empire, 
Queens,  and  Delta  theatres  in  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  and  the  Stanley  here,  arrived  with 
his  wife  on  one  of  his  periodical  trips  to 
the  coast. 

Regal  Films  suffered  a small  cash  loss 
when  burglars  broke  into  the  office  last 
week  ...  A Ukrainian  musical  picture, 
“Medusia,”  was  shown  for  one  night  at 
the  Metro,  New  Westminster,  R.  McCartie 
owner.  This  film,  in  the  foreign  language, 
is  being  shown  across  Canada  by  Alex 
Powell,  wherever  there  are  enough  of  that 
nationality  to  warrant  it. 

It  looked  like  exhibitors  day  last  week- 


Film  Imports  Down; 

U.  S.  in  the  Lead 

Ottawa— Imports  of  positive  moving 
picture  films  into  Canada  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1939,  showed 
a decline  as  compared  with  the  previous 
fiscal  period,  according  to  a compilation 
just  made  available  by  the  department  of 
trade  and  commerce,  Ottawa.  The  total 
footage  for  1938-39  was  4,797,640,  valued 
at  $384,633,  against  5,416,459,  with  a valu- 
ation of  $432,687,  for  the  previous  12 
months.  Imports  from  the  United  States 
were  in  the  lead,  with  France  in  second 
place  and  the  United  Kingdom  third  as 
the  principal  countries  of  origin. 

Positive  prints  from  the  United  States 
for  the  past  year  totaled  3,231,520  feet 
and  were  valued  at  $258,878,  compared 
with  3,348,732  feet  for  1937-38  with  a 
valuation  of  $266,968.  From  France  1,- 
206,534  feet  of  positive  were  imported  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  March  31,  the  valua- 
tion being  $96,424,  while  1,482,822  feet  of 
French  films  were  imported  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  valued  at  $119,104.  Film  im- 
ports from  France  took  a sudden  jump  in 
1937. 

Positive  prints  from  Great  Britain 
totaled  332,276  feet  in  the  past  year,  the 
value  being  $26,705,  and  in  the  previous 
year,  562,367  feet  valued  at  $44,761. 

The  month  of  March  registered  a high- 
water  mark  in  positive  imports  from  all 
countries  with  a total  of  534,757  feet, 
valued  at  $42,778,  of  which  387,155  feet 
with  a valuation  of  $30,971  were  from  the 
United  States  while  61,837  feet,  at  $4,947, 
were  brought  from  Great  Britain.  France 
exported  84,131  feet,  valued  at  $6,729,  to 
Canada  in  March  but  this  was  down  from 
the  February  total  which  was  128,454  feet, 
valued  at  $10,277.  The  figure  from  the 
United  States  in  February  was  274,359 
feet,  valued  at  $22,039,  and  for  January, 
324,313  feet  or  $26,043.  The  monthly  totals 
from  Great  Britain  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1939  included  27,346  in  January,  13,331  in 
February  and  61,837  in  March. 

Imports  of  educational  films  of  all 
widths  showed  an  increase  in  the  last 
fiscal  year  with  a value  of  $8,086,  com- 
pared with  $6,791  for  the  previous  year, 
the  1939  total  from  the  United  States  be- 
ing $6,336  from  $5,493  for  the  preceding 
12  months.  Similar  imports  from  the 


end.  There  was  Mrs.  George  McEwan  of 
the  Music  Box,  with  her  quick  business- 
like way,  arranging  for  some  coming  at- 
tractions. Jim  Hayworth  of  the  Rialto, 
Ladysmith,  quietly  checking,  and  booking 
a series  of  shorts.  Tom  Shields  of  Olym- 
pia was  breezing  around  with  many  a 
pleasant  quip.  And  Dick  McCartie  of  the 
Metro  and  Fox,  Westminster,  with  his 
usual  atmosphere  of  snap  and  efficiency. 
Taken  as  a group,  it  was  a typical  cross- 
section  of  B.  C.  exhibitors. 

Dick  McCartie  is  building  an  ultra  mod- 
ern apartment  on  the  lot  adjoining  his 
theatre  in  New  Westminster. 


SASlkCWAW 

JJ  M.  MASTERS,  Canadian  general  man- 
ager of  United  Artists  Corp.,  flew  from 
Toronto  to  Winnipeg  for  a conference  over 
the  weekend  with  executives  and  exhibi- 
tors. H.  A.  Bercovich,  Regina  manager  of 
the  Rex  Theatre,  traveled  to  the  latter 
city  to  confer  with  him.  Harry  Marrs  of 
the  Moose  Jaw  Orpheum  also  took  in  the 
trip. 

Plans  of  the  Saskatchewan  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exhibitors  Ass’n  for  using  trucks  and 
busses  to  carry  film  have  apparently  prog- 
ressed no  further  since  the  recent  definite 
decision  to  go  ahead  with  the  plan.  The 
main  trouble  is  that  most  members  are 
now  holidaying  or  convention-bound. 

Both  Regina  papers  dealt  handsomely 
with  H.  A.  “Scotty”  Bercovich  when  he 
celebrated  his  20th  year  in  show  business 
in  Regina  recently.  In  interviews,  Berco- 
vich recalled  days  then  and  now,  his  long 
association  with  the  Rex  Theatre,  which 
he  now  manages,  and  his  prediction  that 
television  will  aid  rather  than  hurt  the 
theatre. 

Though  most  of  the  province  reports 
good  crop  prospects  and,  so  far,  has  out- 
witted the  grasshoppers  in  comparison 
ivith  the  widespread  damage  last  year,  the 
southeast  corner  again  goes  into  the  no- 
crop area  for  its  l\th  year.  Thoroughly 
discouraged  because  the  rams  did  not 
come  or  came  too  late,  farmers  and  towns- 
men are  giving  up  the  fight.  The  whole 
area  v:ill  be  on  relief  and  theatremen,  who 
looked  forward  to  a good  year  at  last  have 
no  option  but  to  take  it  on  the  chin. 

Just  because  the  disti-ict  Canadian 
Legion  convention  was  held  in  Prince  Al- 
bert, patrons  of  the  Strand  Theatre  really 
saw  a fine  lineup  of  royal  visit  pictures. 
Manager  Leslie  Paine  tossed  out  the  usual 
second  feature  in  favor  of  60  minutes  of 
newsreels  dealing  with  all  phases  of  the 
visit. 

Saskatchewan’s  biggest  Boy  Scout  Jam- 
boree has  been  filmed  in  color  by  Chief 
Scout  E.  H.  M.  Knowles,  an  ardent  cam- 
eraman. The  1,000-foot  picture  will  be 
used  for  scout  organization  in  the  west. 
More  than  900  boys  attended  the  camp  in 
the  beautiful  Qu’Appelle  Valley. 

F-P  Niagara  Convention 
Plans  Are  Completed 

Vancouver — ^Plans  are  completed  for  that 
exodus  of  Famous  Players  theatre  man- 
agers on  their  way  to  the  convention  at 
Niagara  Palls.  They  will  embark  on  a 
special  car  of  the  Canadian  National  Rail- 
ways, 16  strong,  and  will  begin  to  pick  up 
more  at  Kamloops,  Jasper,  Edmonton, 
Winnipeg  and  other  stations,  arriving  at 
the  Falls  with  a total  of  29. 

The  first  three  days  of  the  convention 
will  be  devoted  to  serious  business  and 
the  fourth  day  given  over  to  sports,  a 
banquet,  and  the  distribution  of  bonus 
and  profit-sharing  checks. 

Ken  McRea,  manager  of  the  Kerrisdale 
Theatre,  and  Mel  Gow,  Capitol  Theatre, 
Nanaimo,  will  leave  the  party,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  convention,  to  visit  the  Fair 
in  New  York. 
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THE  students  and  faculty  members  of  the 
New  Brunswick  Summer  School  of  Edu- 
cation and  Fine  Arts  greatly  enjoyed  a 
midnight  show  at  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  junior 
board  of  trade  and  the  Maritime  film 
board  of  trade.  The  show  commenced 
with  a sing-song  led  by  David  Thomson, 
regular  song  leader  at  the  Capitol,  and  a 
delightful  program  of  shorts  was  sho\vn, 
many  in  Technicolor.  Miss  Alice  L.  Fair- 
weather,  secretary  of  the  Maritime  film 
board  of  trade,  greeted  the  students  and 
faculty  on  behalf  of  the  film  board  and 
the  local  film  people  and  Walter  H.  Gold- 
ing, manager  of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  also 
addressed  the  audience. 

A new  theatre,  the  Kenerik,  owned  by 
E.  D.. Redden  and  K.  R.  Corkum,  has  open- 
ed at  Chester,  N.  S.  They  plan  to  operate 
two  nights  a week  for  six  months,  four 
a week  for  four  months  and  six  a week 
for  the  two  summer  months  with  matinees 
on  Saturdays. 

John  Carr,  Dominion  Sound  Equipment 
inspector,  who  has  been  visiting  theatres 
throughout  New  Brunswick,  called  at 
Filmrow  recently. 

Another  new  theatre  opening  in  this 
territory  is  the  Community  in  Yarmouth, 
N.  S.  This  is  another  of  the  Franklin- 
Herschorn  chain. 

The  Queen  Theatre,  St.  John’s,  New- 
foundland, has  been  closed,  due,  presum- 
ably, to  lack  of  business  as  conditions  there 
are  very  poor  this  year. 

C.  E.  Staples,  exhibitor  of  St.  Stephen, 
N.  B.  and  R.  Green,  projectionist  at  the 
Empress  Theatre,  Moricton,  N.  B.,  visited 
Filmrow  receiitly. 

Saturday,  July  15,  was  St.  Swithin’s  Day 
and  the  theatre  managers  were  probably 
very  pleased  with  the  heavy  rain.  If  it 
should,  and  the  superstitious  believe  it 
will,  rain  for  40  days,  the  returns  at  the 
boxoffice  should  improve  to  a great  ex- 
tent. 

Prominent  Paramounteers 
Guests  of  Bill  Hansher 

Vancouver — Bill  Hansher,  Paramount, 
has  been  very  much  occupied  in  playing 
host  to  important  visitors.  The  first  was 
John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  head  of  foreign  dis- 
tribution for  Paramount,  and  Bill  Pine, 
associate  producer  for  Cecil  B.  DeMille. 

Mr.  Hicks,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
son — John — stopped  over  a day  before 
boarding  the  Niagara  on  his  way  to  attend 
a convention  in  Sydney,  Australia.  At 
Honolulu  they  will  be  joined  by  Adolph 
Zukor,  Paramount  board  chairman. 

Pine  was  on  his  way  back  to  Hollywood 
after  a visit  to  Regina,  Sask.,  and  Banff, 
Alta.,  where  he  had  been  to  make  pre- 
liminary negotiations  and  arrangements 
for  the  production  of  an  epic  film  in  tech- 
nicolor in  which  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police  will  play  the  principal 
part. 


German  Club  Fined  for 
Unauthorized  Showing 

Montreal — For  the  unauthorized  show- 
ing of  the  Nazi  Film  “Pour  le  Merite”  re- 
puted in  police  circles  to  have  been  propa- 
ganda, The  Deutscher  Verein  Harmonia, 
Inc.,  the  German  Harmonica  Club,  1173 
Drummond  St.,  was  fined  $500  and  costs  by 
Judge  C.  E.  Guerin.  An  added  count  of 
failing  to  collect  amusement  tax  from 
spectators  brought  the  club  a fine  of  $50 
and  costs.  In  both  cases  if  the  fines  are 
not  paid,  the  club  is  liable  to  seizure  of  its 
property. 

The  provincial  police  raided  the  Ger- 
man Harmonica  Club  on  April  25  and 
halted  the  showing  of  the  film  after  two 
reels  had  been  shown.  The  film  was  im- 
mediately seized  and  the  matter  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  attorney-general’s  de- 
partment. Before  any  action  was  taken, 
it  was  reported  unofficially  that  the  local 
German  consulate  general  had  asked  for 
the  return  of  the  film  on  the  grounds  that 
it  was  privileged  property  of  the  German 
government  and  as  such  enjoyed  diplo- 
matic immunity. 

About  a month  ago  summonses  were  is- 
sued against  the  club  under  the  provincial 
moving  pictures  act. 

The  first  complaint  charged  that  the 
club  had  used  film  or  other  apparatus  for 
a representation  before  the  use  was  au- 
thorized by  the  commission  or  before  the 
nece.ssary  authorization  had  been  pro- 
duced, or  had  aided  or  participated  in  its 
use  before  the  rights  had  been  paid,  the 
offense  being  contrary  to  section  19  of 
the  moving  pictures  act.  Chapter  174,  Q.  R. 
S.,  1925. 

Judge  Guerin  imposed  a fine  of  $500  and 
costs  of  $28.50  when  the  plea  of  guilty  was 
registered  by  H.  A.  Wils. 

His  authorization  to  make  the  plea  was 
filed  in  the  record.  It  read:  “It  is  pro- 
posed and  seconded  and  imanimously 
adopted  that  H.  A.  Wils,  be  authorized  to 
plead  guilty  to  a charge  bearing  number 
6303  of  the  records  of  the  Peace  Office  in 
Montreal.”  It  was  dated  July  6,  1939,  and 
signed  by  Joseph  Schaefer,  secretary. 

A similar  plea  of  guilt  was  entered  in 
the  second  case  which  accused  the  club  of 
failing  to  collect  and  remit  tax  for  the 
spectators  in  the  hall.  When  the  provincial 
police  arrived  in  the  hall,  they  reported 
about  250  persons  present,  and  that  each 
had  paid  an  entrance  fee  of  25  cents.  No 
amusement  tax  had  been  collected.  To  the 
fine  of  $50  in  the  second  case.  Judge 
Guerin  added  an  assessment  of  $13.50  for 
court  costs. 


Casey  & Dowbiggin  Wed: 
Montreal  Filmrow  Event 

Montreal — Filmrow  has  just  celebrated 
with  eclat  the  marriage  of  two  young  em- 
ployes of  20th-Fox,  John  Casey,  booker, 
and  Miss  Mildred  Dowbiggin,  telephonist. 
Miss  Dowbiggin  is  a daughter  of  T.  Dow- 
biggin of  Paramount  from  whom  she  re- 
ceived a new  automobile  as  a wedding  gift. 
Casey  is  a nephew  of  J.  P.  O’Loghlin, 
general  manager  in  Canada  for  20th-Fox. 

Several  presentations  and  a large  num- 
ber of  gifts  were  made  to  the  young  cou- 
ple. 


WIIW  Will  PEG 

■^^HILE  Capitol  Theatre  Manager  Harold 
Bishop  was  away  in  California  on  his 
holidays,  Nestor  Novak  took  efficient  care 
of  the  exploitation  work  at  the  Capitol 
with  his  work  on  “The  Sun  Never  Sets.” 
Novak  carried  out  an  extensive  campaign 
which  included  letters  to  the  officials  of 
lODE,  the  St.  George’s  and  St.  David’s  So- 
cieties and  a number  of  representative 
British  officials  in  the  city.  All  cooper- 
ated by  sending  circular  letters  to  their 
members  advising  them  to  see  the  film. 
The  following  week  Novak  carried  on  his 
good  work  in  spite  of  the  intense  hot 
weather  and  publicized  “Man  About  Town” 
with  tieups  with  local  music  stores  and 
300  displays  in  food  stores  arranged  in 
cooperation  with  General  Foods. 

Employes  of  all  the  Winnipeg  motion 
picture  houses  and  theatres  will  hold  a 
basket  picnic  at  Winnipeg  Beach  over  the 
weekend.  There  will  be  a full  afternoon 
of  sports,  and  the  committee,  comprising 
Betty  Watters,  J.  A.  Moreau  and  Maurice 
Gilman,  has  worked  hard  to  ensure  the 
complete  success  of  the  outing,  which  is 
expected  to  be  a very  enjoyable  affair. 

A new  film  company  to  be  known  as 
Independent  Films  has  been  formed  by 
S.  Swartz  of  Winnipeg.  Swartz  will  handle 
the  distribution  of  Superior  Films,  Colon- 
ial Films,  Cosmopolitan  Films  and  State 
Rights.  'The  company’s  office  is  located 
in  the  Cinema  Centre  in  Winnipeg. 

Mrs.  I.  (Dutch)  Leavitt,  wife  of  the 
manager  of  Columbia,  has  given  birth  to 
a baby. 

He  Stays  Open  to  Relieve 
Heat  Wave  Sufferers 

Toronto — ^During  the  recent  heat  wave 
in  Ontario,  a goodwill  stunt  was  pulled  by 
Ray  Allen,  general  manager  of  Premier 
Theatres  here,  that  attracted  wide  atten- 
tion. Announcement  was  made  that  the 
Hollywood  Theatre,  ace  house  of  the  group 
in  Toronto,  would  be  kept  open  all  night 
and  throughout  Sunday  so  that  the  peo- 
ple could  take  advantage  of  the  theatre’s 
cooling  system  without  admission  charge. 
No  show  was  presented  as  Sunday  per- 
formances are  taboo  in  Ontario,  but  a 
general  invitation  was  extended  to  the 
public  to  “Come  in  and  stay  as  long  as  you 
like.” 

The  theatre  was  closed  for  a short  per- 
iod after  the  last  show  of  the  evening  so 
that  it  could  be  cleaned  and  then  the  doors 
were  opened  for  those  who  desired  relief 
from  the  heat.  A member  of  the  staff  re- 
mained on  duty  to  maintain  order  and  the 
additional  cost  was  for  lighting  and  the 
operation  of  the  air-conditioning  plant  but 
this  was  more  than  repaid  by  the  word- 
of-mouth  advertising  secured  through  the 
community  gesture.  The  stunt  was  not 
continued  because  a cool  wave  set  in  and 
the  people  took  to  blankets  for  a change. 


Blondell  and  Douglas 

Hollywood — Joan  Blondell  and  Melvyn 
Douglas  will  co-star  in  “And  So  They  Were 
Married”  for  Columbia.  William  Perlberg 
wiU  produce  the  Aleen  Wetstein  story. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SELLING  THE  PICTURE 


AD  AIDS 


^xploitlps 
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.Skott  Subject  ?^evlewi. 


The  Giant  of  Norway 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  11  Mins. 

Very  few  know  about  Fritjof  Nansen. 
But  millions  the  world  over  revere  his 
memory.  It  was  Nansen’s  destiny,  ac- 
cording to  John  Nesbitt,  to  forsake  his 
love  for  exploring  to  devote  his  life  in  aid 
of  refugees  following  the  war.  This  kindly 
Norwegian  was  High  Commissioner  of 
Refugees  under  the  League  of  Nations. 
He  died  in  1930,  his  wish  to  travel  with 
his  fellow  explorers  unfilled.  But  Nansen 
never  turned  down  the  call  to  help  his 
more  unfortunate  brothers.  For  bringing 
this  man’s  achievements  to  the  screen, 
John  Nesbitt  deserves  a bow. 


Popular  Science 

Paramount  (No.  6)  11  Mins. 

Always  interesting,  this  latest  subject 
has  a sequence  which  makes  the  reel  an 
outstanding  one.  It  is  a fascinating  bit 
showing  the  latest  development  in  medical 
science,  an  electro-magnet  used  to  re- 
move steel  splinters  from  the  eyes  of  in- 
dustrial workers.  An  actual  operation  is 
performed  to  demonstrate  the  gadget.  The 
Coast  Guard  at  work,  new  wrinkles  in 
swim  suits,  Polaroid,  a casting  device  for 
trout  fishermen  and  a chap  who  makes 
miniature  racing  cars,  completes  the  is- 
sue. 


Culinary  Carving 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith  Specialty)  9 Mins. 

Husbands  who  have  stumbled  over  a 
roast  beef  or  baked  ham  with  a carving 
knife  will  vote  Pete  Smith  a round  of 
applause.  Carving  may  be  a matter-of- 
fact  subject,  but  not  to  Smith.  M.  O. 
Cullen,  national  carving  expert,  demon- 
strates the  proper  method  of  attacking  the 
various  sections  of  meat.  Incidentally, 
women  will  get  a kick  out  of  this.  It’s  a 
swell  short  to  tieup  with  local  cooking 
schools  and  the  like. 


Goldilocks  and  the  Three 
Bears 

M-G-M  (M-G-M  Cartoon)  11  Mins. 

Effective  animation  aids  in  making  this 
cartoon  impressive,  but  the  contents  are 
still  for  the  youngsters.  It’s  the  tale  of 
Goldilocks  who  comes  to  the  bear’s  home 
and  eats  the  porridge.  Papa  Bear  smacks 
slightly  of  Wallace  Beery.  A sugary  narra- 
tion is  not  much  of  a help.  Should  be  good 
stuff  for  the  kids,  however. 


Dog  Daze 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang)  11  Mins. 

This  effort  lapses  into  the  juvenile  class 
of  entertainment.  Even  a trained  penguin 
hardly  gets  a smile.  The  Gang  is  in  debt 
to  Butch  and  in  order  to  pay  him  off,  they 
round  up  a number  of  dogs  hoping  to  get 
a reward  when  they  return  them.  Cousin 
Wilbur,  who  complicates  things,  finally 
comes  to  the  rescue. 


€HORT 

THE  WEEK 


A-Haunting  We  Will  Go 

(Walter  Lantz  Cartune) 
Universal  7 Mins. 

Fantasy  in  its  most  delightful  and 
original  form  is  abundantly  displayed 
in  this  very  amusing  colored  cartoon. 
It  seems  that  dusky  little  Eight  Ball  just 
won't  be  scared  by  a well-meaning 
baby  ghost.  Unable  to  frighten  his 
subject,  the  little  apparition  takes 
a hold  of  Eight  Ball  and  whisks  him 
away  to  an  old  mill  where  a flock  of 
veteran  ghosts  go  to  work  on  him. 
What  they  do  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  animators  have  them  do  it  make 
for  hilarious  moments. 


Joy  Scouts 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang)  10  Mins. 


One  of  the  more  diverting  efforts  of 
Our  Gang.  A troop  of  Boy  Scouts  on  the 
march  inspires  the  Gang  to  do  likewise. 
They  go  out  to  a camping  grounds  where 
there  is  a geyser  which  erupts  occasionally. 
But  they  don’t  know  it.  Everything  hap- 
pens to  them  as  might  be  expected  under 
the  circumstances. 


Colorful  Curacao 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  9 Mins. 

Curacao  is  one  of  the  islands  of  the 
Dutch  West  Indies,  but  it  seems  a long 
distance  to  travel  in  order  to  watch  how 
the  Queen  Emma  bridge  swings  aside  to 
let  ships  go  by.  There  is  very  little  about 
Curacao  that  is  distinguished  except  per- 
haps the  Dutch  architecture.  The  nicest 
thing  about  the  reel  is  the  color  photog- 
raphy. 


Colombia 

(Color  Cruise  in  Cinecolor) 
Paramount  10  Mins. 

Colombia,  the  most  mountainous  coun- 
try in  South  America,  receives  the  usual 
travelogue  treatment  from  the  camera. 
Even  the  narrator  isn’t  impressed  or  so  it 
seems.  The  most  interesting  thing  about 
the  country  is  that  the  stamp  of  the  Span- 
ish Conquistadores  still  lives  in  its  cathe- 
drals and  palaces. 


Pictorial 

Paramount  (No.  12)  10  Mins. 

A pleasant  one-reeler  for  any  program. 
Subjects  include  a sequence  which  shows 
how  the  storks  handle  their  own  baby 
situation  in  addition  to  teaching  them  to 
fly,  an  impressive  glimpse  of  Alaska  and 
an  amusing  peek  at  monkeys  in  a cage 
with  a bow  to  Darwin. 


Hello,  How  Am  I 

Paramount  (Popeye)  7 Mins. 

Quite  a bit  of  fun  here  as  Popeye  is 
almost  stymied  by  Wimpy.  Wimpy  over- 
hears Olive  Oyl’s  invitation  to  Popeye  for 
a hamburger  dinner.  He  then  disguises 
himself  as  Popeye  and  confuses  Olive  Oyl 
until  Popeye  reasserts  himself  in  the  usual 
emphatic  manner. 


Yip-Yip-Yippy 

Paramount  (Betty  Boop)  7 Mins. 

Humor  content  in  this  cartoon  is  almost 
negligible.  It  introduces  Vanilla,  a horse, 
who  helps  a drug  store  cowboy  vanquish 
the  villain  of  the  piece. 


NE  WSREELS 


Tuesday,  July  11 

Movietone  News,  No.  87:  British  volunteers 
march  for  King  and  Queen,  autogiro  postal  ser- 
vice, woman  ends  long  sea  trip,  school  for  lion 
tamers,  Virginia  Day  at  Fair,  student  flyers, 
beach  fashions,  mass  Sokol  exhibition,  soap  box 
derby,  sled  dogs,  girl  skippers,  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  285:  British  rally  for 
defense,  WPA  strike,  cloudburst  spreads  havoc, 
fire  epidemic  in  London,  lion  tamers'  school,  auto- 
giro postal  service,  woman  skipper  ends  long  sea 
trip,  Hollywood  Derby. 

Paramount  News,  No.  98:  Girl  skippers,  cloud- 
burst spreads  havoc,  woman  ends  long  sea  trip, 
Admiral  Byrd,  dog  sleds,  study  of  Danzig  plus 
message  from  Herbert  C.  Hoover. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  102:  Cloudburst  spreads 
havoc,  autogiro  postal  service,  Harrington  on 
WPA,  electric  orchestra,  white  wings  take  over 
Kahn  estate,  Admiral  Byrd,  Army  opens  civilian 
air  schools,  Hollywood  Derby. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  787;  Cloudburst  spreads 
havoc,  Army  opens  civilian  air  schools,  King 
reviews  civilian  forces,  globe  flier  tries  strato- 
plane,  new  life-boat  dunks  inventor,  lion  tamers’ 
school,  pomp  marks  royal  wedding,  girl  skip- 
pers, gold  miners  hold  jubilee,  Hollywood  Derby, 
woman  ends  long  sea  trip. 

Thursday,  July  13 

Movietone  News,  No.  88:  Parachute  jumpers 
marooned,  Japs  take  Swatow,  King  and  Queen  at 
Ag  show,  latest  gas  masks,  Army  tests  giant 
cannon,  Paul  V.  McNutt,  Emperor  of  Annan, 
Rear  Admiral  Godfrey,  the  All-Star  game,  Fight- 
ing Fox  scores  upset.  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  286:  Uncle  Sam  pushes 
defense  program,  coast  artillery  fires,  one  man 
submarine  test,  Paul  V.  McNutt,  Japs  take  Swa- 
tow, British  wings  warn  Axis,  the  All-Star 
game.  Fighting  Fox  scores  upset. 

Paramount  News,  No.  99:  One  man  submarine 
test.  Uncle  Sam  pushes  defense  program,  coast 
artillery  fires,  the  All-Star  game. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  103;  Senate  postpones 
neutrality  vote,  McNutt  appointed  to  security  post, 
Bastille  Day  brings  French  fleet.  Bridges  fights 
deportation  charges,  new  glass  resists  blowtorch 
flame,  midshipmen  on  Canadian  voyage,  the  All- 
Star  game. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  788:  WPA  workers  go 
on  strike,  Charlie  McCarthy  Day  at  Fair,  thrill- 
ing gas  attack  staged,  huge  coast  guard  guns 
fired,  one  man  submarine  test.  Gay  Nineties  beau- 
t5''  contest,  cars  race  on  sand  dune  course,  girl 
boxers,  the  All-Star  game. 
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B 

BOY  FRIEND  (20th-Fox) 

Good  picture;  good  business.  Jane  Withers 
draws  better  than  Shirley  Temple  in  the 
small  towns..  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Freibur- 
ger,  Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

BROADWAY  SERENADE  (M-G-M) 

Good  picture  but  no  business.  Small  town 
folks  don't  want  opera.  However,  this  was 
a modern  musical  show,  but  they  learned  to 
expect  opera  from  Jeanette  MacDonald.  Sun- 
day. Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Capacity: 
200. — E.  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Dewey,  Okla. 

BUCK  ROGERS  (Univ),  Serial 

Tied  up  with  Popsicle.  Got  about  $100 
worth  of  prizes  for  $5.  Let  kids  in  on  open- 
ing day  for  5c.  Really  packed  'em  in.  On 
chapter  5 now.  One  of  the  best  liked  serials 
I've  ever  run.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  300. 
— R.  L.  Hall,  Aztec  Theatre,  'Van  Alstyne, 
Tex. 

c 

CALLING  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

'Very  good;  excellent  entertainment;  show- 
ed improvement  over  first  in  series  and  play- 
ed on  sweltering  days.  Lew  Ayres-Lionel 
Barrymore  series  caught  on  much  quicker 
than  the  Hardys.  Give  us  more  of  Young  Dr. 
Kildare  with  Lew  Ayres.  Population:  5,000. 
Capacity:  650. — William  R.  Wheat  jr.,  Se- 
wickley  Theatre,  Sewickley,  Pa. 

D 

DODGE  CITY  (WB) 

One  of  the  season's  best  westerns,  so  far 
the  best  with  us.  We  have  not  played  "Union 
Pacific"  as  yet.  "Dodge  City"  should  draw 
anywhere.  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  2 for  35-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. — 
Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

DUKE  OF  WEST  POINT  (UA) 

Picture  had  plenty  of  action,  comedy  and 
good  acting.  Audience  comments  were  all 
favorable  and  many  were  enthusiastic  but 
did  only  fair  business.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Population:  1,300.  Capacity:  350.' — Melodian 
Theatre,  Cheney,  Wash. 

E 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN  (Univ) 

This  is  the  best  Crosby  I've  ever  seen. 
Played  to  one  of  my  biggest  crowds  this 
season.  Keep  up  the  good  work.  Universal! 
Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  300. — R.  L.  Hall,  Aztec  Theatre, 
Van  Alstyne,  Tex. 

F 

FAST  AND  LOOSE  (M-G-M) 

Robert  Montgomery  and  Rosalind  Russell 
s.well  together  in  this.  A fast  moving  murder 
mystery  overflowing  with  snappy  comedy. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  2 for 
35-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,800. 
Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre, 
Knoxville,  111. 

FAST  AND  LOOSE  (M-G-M) 

Just  why  do  they  make  these  things?  And 
why  will  an  exhibitor  be  gullible  enough  to 
allow  himself  to  be  put  in  a position  where 
he  has  to  play  such  stuff?  Fri.,  Sat.  Weath- 
er: OK.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  190. — 
F.  M.  Baker,  Best  Theatre,  Handley,  Tex. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


FOUR  GIRLS  IN  WHITE  (M-G-M) 

A mighty  good  feature.  Play  it  your  best 
days.  This  type  usually  pleases.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  2 for  35  and  10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Ca- 
pacity: 189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre, 
Knaxville,  111. 

G 

GREAT  MAN  VOTES,  THE  (RKO) 

A good  picture,  but  somehow  it  didn't 
seem  to  draw.  Everyone  who  saw  it  liked  it. 
Played  March  of  Time  with  it,  but  that  didn't 
seem  to  help  any.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Nice. 
Admission:  30-20-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  300. — John  Nuw- 
koop.  Memorial  Hall,  Belfield,  N.  D. 

H 

HARDYS  RIDE  HIGH,  THE  (M-G-M) 

Metro  really  has  something  in  this  Hardy 
series,  but  Mickey  is  far  overdoing  his  port. 
People  getting  to  the  point  of  giving  unfav- 
orable remarks  about  Mickey.  Would  sug- 
gest he  be  just  a little  more  natural.  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Town 
patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity: 
500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steel- 
ton,  Pa. 

HEART  OF  THE  NORTH  (WB) 

Very,  very  good  picture;  beautiful  color. 
Played  on  Saturday  to  less  than  average 
business.  Funny  how  they'd  rather  see  a six- 
reel  "shoot-em-up"  western  on  Saturday 
than  anything  else.  Weather:  Fine.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  930.  Capac- 
ity: 300. — Sammie  Jackson,  Jackson  Theatre, 
Flomaton,  Ala. 

HERITAGE  OF  THE  DESERT  (Para) 

Good  western  picture  which  would  have 
been  better  with  some  big  name  stars.  Fri., 
Sat.  'V'/'eather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Capacity: 
200. — E.  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Dewey,  Okla. 

I 

IDIOT'S  DELIGHT  (M-G-M) 

Nuts,  if  you  ask  me.  Why  do  they  dp  this 
to  the  two  stars  (Norma  Shearer  and  Clark 
Gable)  and  the  public?  Wed.,  Thurs.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
2,500.  Capacity:  500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi- 
Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

K 

KID  FROM  KOKOMO  (FN) 

From  the  trade  paper  reviews  I expected 
something  pretty  sloppy,  but  was  fooled. 
This  picture  provides  enjoyable  entertainment 
for  any  general  audience.  It  has  a good 
cast,  plenty  of  action,  and  is  well  acted 
throughout.  May  Robson  is  excellent  and 
carries  the  show  over  its  rough  spots.  It  is 
fast,  funny,  frivolous  and  boxoffice.  Friday. 
Weather:  Rain,  cool.  Admission:  40-30.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity: 
562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

KID  FROM  TEXAS  (M-G-M) 

A picture,  although  not  big  and  no  sense 


at  times.  Still  it  delivers  quite  a bit  of  in- 
terest at  times..  Boxoffice  results  fair.  Tues- 
day. Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Town 
patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. 
— J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton, 
Pa. 

KID  FROM  TEXAS  (M-G-M) 

This  satire  on  westerns  missed  completely. 
Failed  to  draw  or  satisfy.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weath- 
er: OK.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  190. — 
F.  M.  Baker,  Best  Theatre,  Handley,  Tex. 

L 

LADY'S  FROM  KENTUCKY.  THE  (Para) 

Just  fair.  This  is  not  a hors,e  town  and  did 
not  get  by  very  well.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  35-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  200. — E.  L.  Dan- 
ielson, Castle  Theatre,  Mabel,  Minn. 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

Excellent  picture,  but  not  a boxoffice  at- 
traction. No  one  can  kick  on  the  production, 
which  is  studded  with  stars.  Population: 
5,000.  Capacity:  650. — William  R.  Wheat  jr., 
Sewickley  Theatre,  Sewickley,  Pa. 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

A little  too  much  flag-waving  but  other- 
wise a robust  show  that  pleased  generally 
and  did  above  average  at  the  wicket.  Popu- 
lation: 1,300.  Capacity:  350. — Melodian  The- 
atre, Cheney,  Wash. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

A boxoffice  natural.  If  they  call  Shirley 
slipping  we  wish  more  would.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  500. 
— Harland  Rankin,  Plaza  Theatre,  Tilbury, 
Ont. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

Nice  little  picture,  but  Shirley  fails  to  draw 
for  us.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500.  Capacity: 
500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

Yes,  we  believe  Shirley  is  slipping  in  box- 
office  draw,  but  certainly  not  in  ability.  She 
can  handle  drama  just  as  well  as  lighter 
roles.  And  that  little  Sybil  Jason  is  a honey. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Horn  & Morgan,  Inc.,  Star  Thea- 
tre, Hay  Springs,  Neb. 

LITTLE  TOUGH  GUYS  IN  SOCIETY  (Univ) 

Everyone  thought  we  were  playing  the 
Dead  End  Kids  and  felt  rather  hurt,  even  if 
it  was  a fair  show.  Tuesday.  Weather:  Fair. 
Adisission:  35-25-15-10.  General  and  summer 
patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  550. 
— Scott  Roberts,  Comique  Theatre,  Camden, 
Me. 

LUCKY  NIGHT  (M-G-M) 

A good  light  picture.  Metro  has  a good 
team  in  Loy  and  Taylor.  This  one  drew  fair- 
ly well.  Played  it  in  dull  part  of  year  for  me, 
though.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,500.  Capacity:  300. — R.  L.  Hall,  Az- 
tec Theatre,  Van  Alstyne,  Tex. 

M 

MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER  (UA) 

A swell  picture  that  should  do  more  busi- 
ness. Give  thisi  a very  good  advertising 
campaign.  Sun.,  Mon.  'Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 2 for  35-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Wil- 
liams, Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 
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MIDNIGHT  (Petra) 

Very  good  comedy.  No  business.  Poor 
offering  of  Claudette  Colbert  prior  to  this 
was  likely  responsible.  Population:  5,000. 
Capacity:  650. — William  R.  Wheat  jr.,  Se- 
wickley  Theatre,  Sewickley,  Pa. 

MIDNIGHT  (Para) 

One  of  the  best  comedies  in  a long  time. 

If  Great  States  had  given  this  a better  run 
would  have  increased  our  receipts.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  2 for  35- 
10.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,800. 
Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  The- 
atre, Knoxville,  111. 

N 

NEVER  SAY  DIE  (Para) 

A nice  comedy  with  Bob  Hope  at  his  best. 
Saw  him  in  person  at  the  Chicago  Theatre; 
he  is  a great  comedian.  Good  luck  to  you. 
Bob.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 

2 for  35  and  10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams, 
Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

NEVER  SAY  DIE  (Para) 

Screwy.  No  good.  Did  not  please  at  all. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  OK.  Admission:  35-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity; 
200. — E.  L.  Danielson,  Castle  Theatre,  Mabel, 
Minn. 

o 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

A good  western,  will  please  90  per  cent. 
We  need  plenty  of  this  kind  now.  Would  ad- 
vise playing  mid-week  or  Saturday.  Tues., 
V/ed.,  Thura.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  2 
for  35-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
1,800.  Capacity;  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli 
Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

Very  good  "western  special."  How  about 
a sequel  with  same  stars,  Warner?  Small 
town  patronage.  Population;  930.  Capacity: 
300. — Sammie  Jackson,  Jackson  Theatre,  Flo- 
maton,  Ala. 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

This  was  exceptionally  well  liked  by  our 
patrons.  We  enjoyed  some  extra  business 
too.  Cagnev  is  a favorite  here.  Fri.,  Sat. 
'Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population;  600.  Capacity:  300. 
— Horn  & Morgan,  Inc.,  Star  Theatre,  Hay 
Springs,,  Neb. 

P 

PARIS  HONEYMOON  (Para) 

Good  picture  but  not  as  good  as  "Sing 
You  Sinners."  Franciska  Gaal  extra  good. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25- 
10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population:  700. 
Capacity:  200. — Charles  F.  Dearman,  Fox 
Theatre,  Smithville,  Tenn. 

R 

RETURN  OF  THE  CISCO  KID  (20th-Fox) 

I knew  this  was  not  as  good  as,  the  first 
so  I played  it  "cold."  Imagine  my  surprise 
when  it  did  a 50  per  cent  increase  over 
average  business,.  Bill  itl  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  OK.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  190. 
— F.  M.  Baker,  Best  Theatre,  Handley,  Tex. 

ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th-Fox) 

Disappointing.  Tyrone  Power  should  be 
used  in  modern  romantic  pictures.  Popula- 
tion: 5,000.  Capacity:  650. — William  R.  Wheat 
jr.,  Sewickley  Theatre,  Sewickley,  Pa. 

s 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M) 

Just  program  stuff.  We  gave  it  feature 
nights  and  did  wrong.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,800.  Capacity:  280. — Burris  and  Henley 
Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

SOJffi  LIKE  IT  HOT  (Para) 

Fairly  good.  The  jitterbugs  and  rug-cut- 


On  Ad  Matter  Again 


Asked  to  go  into  more  detail  in  his  com- 
plaint in  this  department  for  June  3 of 
scarcity  in  advertising  material  on  current 
releases,  E.  A.  Stein  of  the  Out-Wicken- 
burg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz.,  sub- 
mits the  following; 

“During  the  past  several  months  we 
have  been  finding  it  more  and  more  dif- 
ficult to  obtain  what  has  been  considered 
for  years  to  be  standard  advertising  ma- 
terial on  the  pictures  we  play. 

“In  some  instances  the  shortage  seems 
to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  exchanges 
are  failing  to  carry  an  ample  stock. 

“However,  in  a good  many  instances  of 
late  we  have  received  shortage  notices 
which  read;  ‘No  window  cards,  midget 
cards,  nor  heralds  made  on  this  picture,’ 
etc.,  etc. 

“I  would  like  to  ask  the  producers  and 
distributors  how  they  expect  exhibitors  to 
put  over  their  product  if  they  are  going 
to  force  us  to  keep  their  stuff  a secret? 

“It  is  bad  enough,  and  a matter  which 
needs  attention,  when  the  exchanges  ad- 
\ase  that  they  are  out  of  stock  on  various 
items  and  then  make  little  or  no  effort  to 
get  the  missing  material  for  you  in  the 
two  weeks  left  before  playdates,  but  when 
the  producers  of  standard  advertising  ma- 
terial start  laying  down  on  the  job  it 
seems  to  me  something  better  be  done 
about  it. 

“Our  policy  has  been  to  double  our  ad- 
vertising when  business  gets  bad  and  I am 
sure  that  policy  is  the  only  reason  why 
we  are  still  in  existence  today.  If  the 
producers  think  they  know  better  I would 
like  to  differ  with  them  and  I am  sure  the 
same  is  true  of  most  of  the  rest  of  the 
exhibitors. 

“My  conception  of  a 100  per  cent  adver- 
tising job  is  when  everyone  in  our  terri- 
tory knows  what  we  are  playing,  where 
and  when.  Anyone  who  prevents  me  from 
doing  this  kind  of  a job  is  stepping  on  my 
toes.” 


ters  will  like  it;  others,— NO.  Sunday.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Capacity;  200. 
E,  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount  Theatre,  Dew- 
ey, Okla, 

STORY  OF  VERNON  AND 
IRENE  CASTLE  (RKO) 

Nice  dancing,  nice  story  but  little  business. 
Fred  Astaire  is  not  too  well  liked  and  the 
team  does,  not  seem  to  click.  Wed.,  Thurs., 
Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  35-25-15-10. 
General  and  summer  patronage.  Population: 
3,500.  Capacity:  550.— Scott  Roberts,  Comique 
Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

STORY  OF  VERNON  AND 
IRENE  CASTLE  (RKO) 

Here's  a grand  little  picture.  Brings  back 
memories  to  all  older  folks  and  yet  it  s mod- 
ern enough  to  please  young  folks,  too.  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25- 
10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500.  Ca- 
pacity; 500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  Theatre, 
Sheridan,  Ore. 

SUN  NEVER  SETS,  THE  (Univ) 

Metropolitan  reviews  on  this  were  unfav- 
orable two  to  one,  which  means  the  critics 
evidently  hold  a grudge  against  Universal. 
But  this  wasn't  that  bad  by  any  means. 
You  will  need  a cup  of  strong  coffee  to  stay 
awake  in  the  middle,  but  the  ending  will 
pick  you  up  and  revive  lagging  interests  in 
the  glory  of  the  empire.  Business  average. 


Mon.,  Tues,.  Weather;  Cool,  clear.  Admis- 
sion: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Population: 
3,500.  Capacity:  562.— Tom  McCaskey,  Wil- 
liamsburg Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

T 

THREE  SMART  GIRLS  GROW  UP  (Univ) 

We  can  only  add  our  praise  to  this.  Miss 
Durbin  is  tops  in  entertainment,  but  not  box- 
office.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather;  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 

I, 800.  Capacity:  280. — Burris  and  Henley 
Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

u 

UNION  PACIFIC  (Para) 

An  action-packed  story  which  will  do  very 
good  in  second-run  houses.  Too  long  for 
a dual  bill.  Will  stand  s, ingle,  as  it  runs 
135  minutes.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Rain. 
Admission;  25-20-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  152,000.  Capacity:  950. — Michael 

J.  Carroll,  American  Theatre,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

w 

WHILE  NEW  YORK  SLEEPS  (20th-Fox) 

Best  of  this  series.  Had  the  customers  on 
the  edge  of  their  seats.  Rather  short  but  good 
on  a single  bill.  Tues,,  Wed.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  25-10,  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,450. — C.  W.  Ritenour,  Milford  Theatre, 
Milford,  111. 

WIFE,  HUSBAND  AND  FRIEND  (20th-Fox) 

This  is  the  silliest  piece  of  cheese  in  a 
long  time.  Think  of  Loretta  Young  being  a 
grand  opera  star,  she  is  very  mis-cast.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  2 for  35- 
10.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,800. 
Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  'The- 
atre, Knoxville,  111. 

WOMAN  DOCTOR  (Rep) 

Good  picture.  Above  average  programmer. 
Good  acting  and  good  story.  Wed.,  Thurs,. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity;  200. — • 
Charles  F,  Dearman,  Fox  Theatre,  Smithville, 
Tenn. 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  (UA) 

Fine  picture  for  class  audiences.  My  pat- 
rons aporeciated  this  production.  Population: 
5,000.  Capacity:  650. — William  R.  Wheat  jr., 
Sewickley  Theatre,  Sewickley,  Pa. 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  (UA) 

We  need  more  pictures  of  this  calibre. 
Very  good  business  and  everyone  spoke 
highly  of  this  picture.  If  anyone  did  not  like 
this  picture  he  is  not  human.  I vote  this, 
picture  very  high.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Town  patronage. 
Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. — ^J.  M.  Plas- 
terer, Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

We  liked  this  feature  very  much  and  it 
pleased  the  extra  business  that  came  to  see 
it.  Can  see  nothing  objectionable  about  it. 
Sun,,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Horn  & Morgan,  Inc.,  Star  Thea- 
tre, Hay  Springs,  Neb. 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

Personally,  I enjoyed  every  minute  of  this 
picture.  True  to  life  and  intelligent  con- 
versation. Good  title.  Wed.,  Thurs,.  Weath- 
er: Good,  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  oatronage. 
Population:  2,500.  Capacity  500. — W.  H. 
Hibbert,  Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

YOUNG  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

Played  to  almost  a packed  house  and  with 
a very  favorable  audience  reaction.  For  a 
good  interesting  "doctor  picture"  with  a good, 
although  not  "big  name"  cast,  play  "Young 
Dr.  Kildare"  and  then  sit  back  and  pat  your- 
self on  the  shoulder  for  making  a very  wise 
booking.  Sot.  Weather:  Rain  and  foggy.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 26,000.  Capacity;  1,000. — Pearce  Park- 
hurst,  State  Theatre,  Torrington,  Conn. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  B Y PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Sailing 


Tickets  to  These — 

Lobby  display  board  at  the  Nova 
Theatre  in  Stockton,  Kas.,  where  M. 
M.  Swank  ran  a photograph  identity 
contest  for  "It’s  a Wonderful  World.” 
Several  boys  snapped  candid  cameras 
at  citizens,  the  prints  were  posted  on 
the  lobby  board  and  changed  daily. 
Subjects  identifying  their  photos  were 
given  free  tickets. 


SEND  IN  YOUR  SEAT  SELLING 
IDEAS 


Overparking  Tags  Boost 
Theatre  Cooling  System 

Detroit — Detroiters  parking  near  the 
Rainbo  Theatre  got  a little  thrill  when 
they  returned  to  find  OVERPARKING 
tags  in  big  red  letters  on  their  cars.  It 
looked  like  police  were  busy.  However, 
upon  reading  the  card  thoroughly,  they 
found  the  message  from  Manager  Eddie 
Jacobson  of  the  Rainbo. 

“OVERPARKING  will  be  permitted  in 
the  seats  of  the  Rainbo  Theatre  due  to 
our  modern  cooling  system  with  oceans  of 
fresh,  cool  breezes.  Makes  you  imagine 
you  are  on  the  sea  shore  or  in  the  refresh- 
ing coolness  of  a mountain  top.  Keep 
coming  to  the  Rainbo  Tlieatre,  and  you 
will  keep  cool  all  summer.” 

The  stunt  is  working  well,  Jacobson  re- 
ports. Putting  out  the  tags  just  before 
“no  parking”  hours  go  into  effect  is  one 
of  the  most  effective  ways.  Typical  reac- 
tion is  for  the  “victim”  to  look  discom- 
fited or  angry,  then  start  reading  the  ticket, 
and  smile  and  put  it  in  his  pocket  for  fu- 
ture reference. 


Impersonation  Contest  for 
Latest  Hardy  Release 

Los  Angeles — In  conjunction  with  the 
day-date  screenings  of  Metro’s  “Andy 
Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever”  at  Loew’s  State 
and  Grauman’s  Chinese,  Fox  West  Coast 
worked  out  a “Judge  Hardy  Family”  im- 
personation contest  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  Everiing  News,  metropolitan  news- 
paper. Winners  were  selected  at  a spe- 
cial performance  of  the  picture. 


Timely — 

Joe  Redmond  raised  the  devil — from 
among  his  own  employes — the  other 
day  in  connection  with  the  showing 
of  "Only  Angels  Have  Wings,”  The 
"devil”  attracted  plenty  of  attention 
parading  downtown  Kansas  City.  He 
is  shown  here  in  front  of  the  Fox 
Esquire,  which  Redmond  manages. 
Particularly  appropriate  is  the  figure 
in  conjunction  with  the  newsreel  sign. 

Loew's  in  Cleveland  Plugs 
"Tarzan"  With  Game 

Cleveland — Clever  teaser  stunt  was  pull- 
ed by  Milt  Harris,  publicity  director  for 
Loew’s  Theatres,  in  connection  with  the 
showing  of  M-G-M’s  “Tarzan  Finds  a 
Son!”  Contained  in  a small  envelope  were 
six  cards  with  a series  of  numbers.  The 
game  is  to  select  from  the  set  of  cards 
those  which  contain  your  age.  The  top 
right  hand  numbers  of  these  cards  added 
together  equal  your  correct  age.  The  re- 
verse side  of  these  cards  had  advertising 
copy  on  the  film,  plus  the  place  and  date 
of  showing. 

These  cards  were  distributed  around 
leading  office  buildings. 

Change  in  Cellophane 
Bags  as  Summer  Stunt 

Boston — A theatre  cashier  gag,  employ- 
ed satisfactorily  by  a number  of  New  Eng- 
land theatres,  has  been  the  handing  out 
in  small  cellophane  bags  the  change  from 
the  ticket  purchases. 

Containers  are  secured,  filled  with  cor- 
rect amounts  of  change,  and  imprinted 
with  theatre  copy  to  fit  the  situation.  For 
instance,  if  ducats  go  for  25  cents,  the 
cashier  has  a number  of  75  cent  bags  to 
give  to  patrons  who  proffer  a doUar  bill 
for  a single  ticket. 


How  It  Looked  to  the  Boardwalk — 

Manager  Nate  Cohen  shows  how  he  effectively  attracted  attention  to  the 
run  of  "The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  during  its  run  at  the  Apollo  in  Atlantic 
City.  The  ushers  wore  the  iron  masks  while  parading  along  the  boardwalk. 
In  New  York,  agents  of  Monroe  Greenthal,  UA  exploitation  director,  de- 
livered the  copy  wearing  the  iron  masks,  scaring  quite  a number  of  young 
women  in  Radio  City  elevators. 
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IHOSE  who  make  an  art  of  living  depend  on  this 
world  famed  hotel  as  the  very  embodiment  of  gra- 
cious service,  true  refinement,  dignified  hospitality. 


Uiirf«r  th«  Sam*  Maflag*inan(',a* 

The  Gotham  TheDrahe 

»«  VOIR  etTV  . CHICIGO 

TheEvanshtre  Theloiun  fiouse 

fVIHSTOII.  III..  - LOS  INOeilS  V 

. A.  S.  ICirfc«by«  Managing  Director  ^ 


NUGGETS 

^^ARNER  has  arranged  a tieup  with  the 
House  of  Westmore  whereby  a large 
and  attractive  window  card  is  being  dis- 
tributed to  approximately  5,000  dealers  as 
part  of  the  “Daughters  Courageous”  cam- 
paign. The  card  features  the  three  Lane 
sisters  and  Gale  Page  using  different  kinds 
of  makeup  to  suit  their  particular  color- 
ing and  hair  styles  with  the  following 
catchline:  “Which  of  the  ‘Daughters 
Courageous’  type  are  you?” 

• 

The  manager  of  Harrisburg’s  Senate 
Theatre  made  news  when  he  took  space  to 
advertise  an  attraction  at  an  opposition 
house.  He  tagged  his  current  display  ad 
with  the  following:  “A  bow  to  ‘Mr.  Chips’ 

. . . No  picture  this  year  has  touched  us  so 
deeply,  moved  us  so  greatly.  We  hope 
everyone  in  town  will  see  it  at  Loew’s  while 
it  is  there.  ‘Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips’  is  the 
finest  film  of  our  memory.” 

• 

Manager  Richard  Bany  of  the  Warner 
Capitol,  Chicago,  spotted  Lya  Lys  in  the 
center  of  his  displays  in  order  to  attract 
women  for  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy” 
in  addition  to  distributing  3,000  heralds 
with  her  picture  on  the  cover  and  copy 
appealing  to  the  women  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

• 

Here  is  a novel  phone  stunt  used  by  an 
exhibitor  in  a small  Tennessee  town  to  stir 
up  interest  in  his  daily  programs.  Each 
day,  he  selected  ten  names  at  random  from 
the  phone  book  and  if  the  person,  when 
called,  could  name  the  picture  and  one  of 
its  stars  playing  at  the  theatre,  he  or  she 
would  receive  a complimentary  ticket. 

• 

Walking  aroimd  with  traveling  bags 
with  copy  painted  thereon  proved  effec- 
tive means  of  advertising  at  two  theatres. 
Harold  Scott,  manager  of  the  Met  Theatre 
in  Baltimore,  had  one  of  his  ushers  carry- 
ing a bag  around  the  streets  advertising 
“Midnight.”  Joseph  A.  Di  Pesa  of  the 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum,  Boston,  en- 
gaged a young  man  to  wear  a cap  and 
gown  to  carry  a small  bag  with  ad  copy 
on  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.”  As  “Mr.  Chips” 
he  made  the  roimds  of  all  the  department 
stores,  traveled  on  street  cars,  buses,  etc., 
passing  out  cards  with  this  copy:  “Hello 
Boston!  ‘Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.’  Now  Loew’s 
State  and  Orpheum.” 


Woman  Covers  25  Cities 
To  Pre-Sell  Music  Film 

New  York — Women,  bless  ’em,  have 
demanded  their  rights  and  received  them. 
Which,  offhand,  may  not  concern  the  field 
of  exploiting  pictures.  In  this  case,  it  does. 
And  it  took  Evelyn  Gerstein  to  set  a pre- 
cedent for  “They  Shall  Have  Music,”  pro- 
duced by  a man  who  likes  to  set  prece- 
dents, Samuel  Goldwyn. 

In  a little  over  a month,  the  young 
woman,  who  used  to  be  dramatic  editor 
of  the  Boston  Herald  and  assistant  music 
critic  to  Philip  Hale,  covered  over  25  cities 
including  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  Colum- 
bus, Dayton,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Pitts- 


burgh, Washington,  Boston,  Toronto  and 
other  points  on  the  Rand  McNally  map. 

Naturally  she  saw  all  editors,  roto  edi- 
tors, film  and  music  critics.  In  addition. 
Miss  Gerstein  covered  all  music  schools, 
conservatories,  directors  of  music  in  pub- 
lic schools  and  settlement  schools  where 
they  specialized  in  music. 

She  was  also  forced  to  call  on  her  talents 
for  oratory.  In  Coliunbus,  she  addressed 
the  motion  picture  course  at  Ohio  State 
University.  She  spoke  to  250  musicians  of 
the  Detroit  Music  Guild,  and  women  and 
motion  picture  groups  whenever  they  were 
in  session. 

Radio  played  an  important  part  in  get- 
ting the  picture  publicized.  A favorite 
stunt  utilized  by  Miss  Gerstein  was  to  hold 
an  interview,  interpolating  Heifetz  record- 
ings from  the  film.  Displaying  her  lin- 
guistic talents.  Miss  Gerstein  in  Montreal 
participated  in  a 15-minute  radio  inter- 
view conducted  in  French. 

After  a while.  Miss  Gerstein  became 
accustomed  to  the  idea  of  being  regarded 
as  news  story  simply  because  she  was  a 
female  exploiteer  or  as  an  ex-film  critic 
turned  press  agent. 

But  with  a woman’s  persistence,  Miss 
Gerstein  stuck  to  her  task  and  “They  Shall 
Have  Music”  received  some  exceptional 
ballyhoo. 


For  "Borrowed  Time" 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Fabian’s  Palace  awarded 
50  pairs  of  tickets  for  the  best  letters  from 
Albany  area  residents  living  on  “borrowed 
time.”  The  contest  was  conducted  in  con- 
junction with  Metro’s  “On  Borrowed  'Time.” 
The  Times  Union  cooperation  helped  draw 
a big  response  from  men  and  women  who 
had  narrow  escapes  from  drowning,  pois- 
oning, automobile  accidents,  water  mis- 
haps and  similar  experiences. 


For  "Lincoln" — 

How  L.  A.  Chatham  ballyhooed 
‘‘Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  at  the  Booth 
Theatre  in  Independence,  Kas.  The 
young  man  rode  through  the  streets 
for  several  days  in  advance  of  the 
playdate.  Chatham’s  campaign  gen- 
erally played  up  the  entertainment, 
and  down  the  educational,  value  of 
the  picture. 


Heifetz  Film  Tieup 

Hollywood — An  exploitation  tieup  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “They  Shall  Have  Mu- 
sic” is  being  worked  out  with  Amy  Hen- 
richs,  president  of  the  National  Educa- 
tional Ass’n.  Plans  are  to  print  some  30,- 
000,000  pamphlets  describing  the  picture, 
for  distribution  to  school  children. 


Michigan  Avenue  • CHICAGO 
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"MR.  CHIPS,"  "MAN  ABOUT  TOWN"  TIE  FOR  TOP 


BOSTON 


Fenway — NauKhty  IJiit  Nice  (WB);  The  Man 

Who  Dare<l  (FN)  65 

Memorial — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  Career 

(RKO)  75 

Metropolitan — Daughters  Courageous  (FN); 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB)  75 

Orpheum — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M);  Bar- 
ents on  Trial  (Col),  2nd  wk 80 

Paramount — Naughty  But  Nice  (WB);  The 

Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  GO 

State — Goodb.ye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M);  Par- 
ents on  Trial  (Col)  70 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Let  Us  Live  (Col),  1st  half  110 

Broadway — You  Can’t  Get  Away  AVith  3Iur- 

cler  (FN)  110 

Carolina — Goo<l  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col),  1st 

half  105 

Carolina — Captain  Fury  (UA),  2nd  half 105 

Imperial — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col),  Isf  half..  95 
Imperial — ^Five  Came  Hack  (RKO),  2nd  half.. 100 
State — Street  of  Missing:  Men  (Rep).  1st  half.. 100 
State — Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep),  2nd  half 115 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  held 

3rd  wk 100 

Chicago — Man  About  Town  (Para),  plus  stage 
show,  picture  moved  to  Garrick  for  2nd  loop 

wk 110 

Garrick — The  Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  80 

Oriental — The  Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M), 

continued  loop  run,  stage  show  110 

Roosevelt — Clouds  Over  Euroi)e  (Col)  85 

State-Lake — You  Can’t  Get  Away  AVith  3Iur- 
der  (FN),  plus  stage  show  90 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Man  About  Town  (Para),  held  130 

Capitol — Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M)  120 

Grand — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  4th  \vk..l20 

Keith’s — Maisie  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Lyric — Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO),  reissue ...  130 
Palace — Good  Girls  Go  to  l*aris  (Col),  held.... 120 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col),  2nd  wk...l00 


Hippodrome — Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  ....130 
Palace — Career  (RKO),  4 days;  Naught.v  But 

Nice  (WB),  3 day.s  60 

State — Man  About  Town  (Para)  120 

Stillman — Tarzan  Finds  a ,Son!  (M-G-M),  2nd 
wk 70 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Fnmarried  (Para),  1st  half  75 

Capitol — Code  of  tlie  Streets  (Univ),  2nd  half..  80 

Majestic — Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 185 

Palace — Goodb.ye,  Mr.  Cliips  (M-(J-M)  135 


Tower — Young  Mr.  Fincoln  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk..l00 

DENVER 


Aladdin — Young  Mr.  Fincoln  (20th-Fox),  after 

a wk.  at  the  Denver  100 

Denham — Man  At»out  Town  (Para),  2nd  wk.  ...175 
Denver — Susannah  of  the  Momities  (20th-Fox); 

plus  stage  show  105 

Orpheum — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M);  Fixer 

Dugan  (RKO)  140 

Paramount — Ex-Champ  (Univ);  House  of 

Fear  (Univ)  100 

Rialto — East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ),  after  a 
wk.  each  at  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Big 
Town  Czar  (Univ)  110 


DETROIT 

Adams — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col),  after  wk. 
at  Fo.x;  Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col),  after 


wk.  at  Fox  65 

Fox — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  The  Gorilla 

(20th-Fox)  75 

Michigan — Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M); 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M)  80 


Palms  State — Man  About  Town  (Para),  after 
wk,  at  Michigan;  Grand  .Jury  Secrets  (Para)  70 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — Western  Caravan  (Col);  SOS  Tidal 

M'ave  (Rep),  1st  half  75 

Apollo — Man  About  Tornr  (Para);  Undercover 

Doctor  (Para),  2nd  wk 110 

Circle — The  Mikado  (Univ);  The  Sun  Never 

Sets  (Univ)  90 

Loew’s — Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M); 

Missing  Daughters  (Col)  150 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — Minne- 
apolis   175 

Man  About  Town — Denver 

(2nd  wk)  175 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  F^ver 

(dual) — Portland,  Ore 160 

Daughters  Courageous  (dual)  — 
Omaha  160 

Man  About  Town — -Kansas  City....  150 

On  Borrowed  Time — New  Or- 
leans   150 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son.'  (dual)  — 
Indianapolis 150 

Man  About  Town  (dual) — New 
Haven  145 

Five  Came  Back — New  York  City. .140 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — Denver, 

Milwaukee  140 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  8th  wk.,  New  York 
City;  4th  wk.,  Cincinnati. 

Daughters  Courageous,  3rd  wk.,  New  York 
City. 

Goo<l  Girls  Go  to  Paris,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 

Man  .About  Town,  3rd  wk.,  Portland,  Ore., 
Seattle. 


KANSAS  CITY 


Esquire — Career  (RKO)  80 

Midland — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M);  Par- 
ents on  Trial  (Col)  125 

Newman — Man  .About  Town  (Para),  held 150 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  85 


LOS  ANGELES 


Chinese — .Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M); 

The.v  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  85 

Downtown — Captain  Fury  (UA);  The  Man 

A\  ho  Dared  (M-G-M)  100 

Four  Star — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

8th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — Clouds  Over  Euro|)e  (Col);  For- 
gotten AA'oman  (Univ)  90 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  90 

Paramount — Grand  .Iiiry  Seerets  (Para); 

K.ay  Kyser  and  Orchestra  on  stage 300 

•State — Same  as  Chinese  85 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Goodh.ve,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  140 

Riverside — ^Forgotten  Woman  (Univ),  jilus 

stage  show  125 

■Str.and — Man  .About  Town  (Para);  Graeie 

Allen  Murder  Case  (Para)  90 

Warner — Daughters  Courageous  (FN);  Nane.v 

Drew,  Trotdde  Shooter  (WB)  120 

Wisconsin — Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M); 

Missing  Daughters  (Col)  90, 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Grand  ,Jur,v  .Seerets  (Para);  Charlie 
Chan  in  Reno  (20th-Fox);  Fouis-Galento 


Fight  pictures  95 

Century — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col) 80 

Gopher — Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  125 

Orpheum — Career  (RKO)  60 

State — Gooflbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  175 

Time — Dark  Rapture  (Univ),  2nd  wk 70 


NEW  HAVEN 


College — Maisie  (M-G-M);  6,000  Enemies 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 75 

Foew-Poli — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M); 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col),  moved  to  College  for 

2nd  wk 110 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Bull- 
dog Drummond’s  Bride  (Para),  held 145 

Roger  Sherman — Hell’s  Kitehen  (WB) ; The 

Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ),  6 days  65 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid  (20th-Fox)..  75 

Globe — Union  Pacific  (Para)  80 

Fiberty — Star  of  Midnight  (RKO),  reissue....  95 

Orplieum — Career  (RKO)  100 

Saenger — Juarez  (WB)  125 

State — On  Borrowed  'Time  (M-G-M)  150 

Tudor — Never  Say  Die  (Para)  90 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  8th  wk. 

held  120 

Capitol — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  •. 80 

Criterion — Mieke.v  the  Kid  (Rep)  65 

Globe — Hell’s  Kitehen  (WB),  2nd  wk 90 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show,  held  130 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Bachelor  Mother 

(RKO),  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  .show  110 

Rialto — Five  Came  Back  (Ri.O)  140 

Roxy — Second  Fi<>!'.‘  (20th-l  .>x),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  96 

Strand — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  3rd  wit, 
plus  stage  show  95 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — Man  About  Town  (Para)  120 

Liberty — The  Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN);  The 

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  125 

Midwest — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox)  50 

Plaza — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para),  move- 

over  70 

State — Missing:  Daugiiters  (Col);  Trapi)ed  in 

the  Sky  (Col)  125 

Tower — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  move- 
over  125 


OMAHA 

Brandeis — Daughters  Courageous  (FN);  Code 


of  the  Secret  Service  (FN)  160 

Omaha — Tnxitation  to  Happiness  (Para);  On 

Trial  (WB)  130 

Orpheum — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  The 

Gorilla  (20th-Fox)  120 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Susannalj  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox)..  85 
Penn — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk., 

held  over  100 

Stanley — Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M)  80 

Warner — Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M);  Hotel  Im- 
perial (Para)  120 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring:  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Big-  Town  Czar  (Univ)  160 

Mayfair — ‘On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M); 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M);  2nd  wk....l00 
Orpheum — Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO);  It  Could 

Happen  to  \’'ou  (20th-Fox)  100 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Almost 

a Gentleman  (RKO);  3rd  wk 90 

United  Artists — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) ; 
House  of  Fear  (Univ)  120 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  115 

Studio — Goodh.ve,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .115 
Utah— Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M);  The  Duke  of 

West  point  (UA)  115 


SEATTLE 


P>lue  Mouse — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Co<le 

of  the  Streets  (Univ),  3rd  wk 90 

Fifth  Ave. — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  It  Can 

Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox)  100 

Liberty — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col) ; Out- 
side These  Walls  (Col).  3rd  wk 90 

Music  Box — Goo<lbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 120 

Orpheum — Five  Came  Back  (RKO) ; Some  Like 

It  Hot  (Para)  100 

Palomar — She  3Iarried  a Cop  (Rep);  plus 

Eddie  Peabody  on  stage  110 

Paramount- — Unexpected  Father  (Univ);  Girl 
From  Mexico  (RKO)  100 
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Across  the  Plains  (Mono) 

Jane  3 3856 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

(IVB)  Feb.  18  321 

Almost  a Gentleman  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Along  the  Rio  Grande  (RKO)  . . 
Andy  Hardy  Gpfs  Sjiring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (WB) 
Ari/.oiia  it  ildcut  (2Ulli-Tox) 

Nov.  12  929 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue ....  1072 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 932 

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) 

Apr.  15  3833 

Bad  Dands  (RKO)  933 

Beaclicomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3.3803 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKCl) 

Jan.  28  915 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col) 

Big  Town  C/.ar  (Univ)  Apr.  22  3018 
Blackmail  (M-G-M)  


For  I/Ove  or  Money  (tJnlv) 3030 

May  13  

Forged  Passport  (Ren)  Feb.  11 . . 823 
Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.  .3031 

Four  Feathers  (UA) June  24 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) . . . 951 
Frontier  Pony  Express  (Rep) 

Apr.  16  864 


Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO) 

June  10  926 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20  928 

Girl  From  Rio  (Mono)  

Give  Us  This  Night  (Univ) 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27.  944 
Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

Giinga  Din  (RKO)  Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22  934 


Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 


Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

(Col)  .July  22 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.84  1 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13..  943 

Bo.v  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 .3824 

Bo,vs  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 3820 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27..  937 
Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 931 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 

Police  (Para)  Apr.  8 3831 

c 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11.... 3826 
Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  29  932 

Captain  Fury  (UA)  May  13 

Career  (RKO)  July  1 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 948 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th- 

Fox)  002 

Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22  8012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

May  13  374 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Univ) 

Jan.  28  3019 

Colorado  Sunset  (Rep) 846 

Confessions  of  Nazi  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  29  353 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

D 

Dark  Victory  (FN)  Mar.  11...  364 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Dodge  City  (4VB)  Apr.  8 304 

Do«ti  the  Wyoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 
i‘a~l  .side  of  Heaven  fCniv) 

Apr.  16  3006 

Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  001 

Everybod.v’s  Baby  (20th-Fox) 

Dec.  3 936 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

F 

Fast  and  Uoose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  924 
Family  Next  Door  (Univ) 

Apr.  16  3020 

First  Uove  (Univ)  

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11.. 9030 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO) 

Feb.  4 844 

Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10  927 

Five  Uittle  Peppers  (Col) 

Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  Apr.  29...  922 


Flying  Irishman  (RKO)  Mar.  11  919 


Hell’s  Kitchen  (IVB)  June  24...  312 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Hidden  Power  (Col)  

Hobby  Family  (WB)  

Hume  on  the  Prairie  (Rep) 

Feb.  18  842 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 922 

Hold  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22.. 3836 
Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 936 

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20.. 3038 

I 


I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  July  22 . . 


I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  26  . 824 
I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3830 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  11  925 

In  Old  CaJiente  (Rep)  July  15..  856 

Inside  Information  (Univ) 

June  10  3040 

Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22.. 934 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  22  945 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  .3841 

Island  of  Uost  Men  (Para) 3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (IVB)  Apr.  29 301 

K 


Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 . 363 
Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 929 
King  of  Chinatomi  (Pa.ra) 

Mar.  11  3827 

King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 

L 

Uady  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 
Uady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) . . 


Lad.v’s  From  Kentucky,  The 

(Para)  Apr.  16  3834 

Uaw  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

I.et  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  25  926 

I.et  Us  Five  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

Uittle  Pal  (Mono) 3828 

Uittle  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

Uone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Apr.  15  9213 

Uost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

l>ost  Patrol  (RKO)  

Uost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue..  994 

Uove  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  18 916 

Uucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6...  933 

M 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 

Feb.  11  


Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 . 3847 


Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 

Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)..July8 
Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15.  . 801 
Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8...  375 


Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 843 

Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 

IMiduiglit  (Para)  Mar.  11 3828 

Million  Dollar  I.egs  (Para) 

.July  15  3846 

Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M) 


Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 
Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8.  845 


Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-Fox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 

(Mono)  July  22 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ) Reissue 

Mv  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) 

Mar.  18  9029 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (Rep) 

Mar.  11  810 

Jlysterv  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18  3806 

M.vstery  of  the  IVhite  Room 

(Univ)  Apr.  1 3037 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4. ...3809 

N 

Nanc.v  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  28  372 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter 

(WB)  July  15  324 

Naught.v  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 
Nav.v  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18... 3805 
Never  .Sa.v  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11.. 3832 
News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(30th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Night  Riders  (Rep)  Apr.  8 865 

Nightwork  (Para)  

Ni>rth  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11.90.38 
North  of  Yukon  (Col)  July  8.... 9205 

o 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

reissue  . . . .> 993 

Oklahoma  Kid  (WB)  Mar.  18... 308 
On  Borrow'ed  Time  (M-G-M) 

Jul.v  8 942 

On  Trial  (WB)  Mar.  25 323 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3825 

Onlv  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Col)  May  20  9001 

Our  Ueading  Citizen  (Para) 

Out  of  Singapore  (Astor) . 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

June  3 9031 

P 

Panama  Uad.v  (RKO)  May  13...  925 
Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25.  . . . 314 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8. . .9032 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28.3823 

Phantom  Stage  (Univ) 3056 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 3033 

Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dee.  11....  980 

Q 

Quiek  Millions  (20th-Fox) 004 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 

May  20  984 

Renegade  Trail  (Para) 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(20th-Fox)  Ai>r.  29 940 


Riders  of  the  Frontier  (IMono) 

Risky  Business  (Iniv)  IMar.  II.. 3029 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods 

(Col)  Apr.  29  

Rolling  Westward  (Mono)  Apr.  1.3863 


Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 923 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(20th-Fox)  May  13  912 

Rough  Riders  Roandu|)  (Rep) 

Mar.  25  853 

s 

Saint  in  Uondon  (RKO)  July  1..  929 
St.  l.ouis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28.. 3822 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  918 


Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WIS) 

Feb.  11  320 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  25  927 

She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 815 

Should  a Girl  Marr.v?  (Mono) .. 382.3 
Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep)  July  22 
Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3.  .WI-3 
Six  Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18  WI-19 

Sky  Pilot  (Mono)  

6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3 . . 938 
Society  Uawyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 930 
Society  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Mar.  11  3024 

Some  l.ike  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  .3837 
Sorority  House  (RKO)  Apr.  22..  924 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 813 
Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  8.55 
Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 931 


^hatt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 


Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  Mar.  4.. 3014 
Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

Jane  10  9206 

Slagccoacli  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stanley  and  Uivingstone  (20th- 

Fox  003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  

Star  of  Midnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25.. 3822 

Stolen  Uife  (Para)  Apr.  29 3864 

Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 938 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  838 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

(Rep)  Apr.  29  

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 

Apr.  15  3802 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

J"'/  1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 


Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Foi) 

Nov.  5 009 

Sudden  Money  (Para)  Mar.  26 


Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Univ) 

June  10  3009 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 

(Mono)  Apr.  1 3862 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 3857 

Susannah  of  the  Monnties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  954 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 

T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  4 925 

J'arzaii  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

3 939 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M)  May  20.  935 


Texas  Stampede  (Col)  June  10.  .9204 
These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) . . 
They  AH  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

They  Asked  for  It  (Univ)  July  8.3040 
Ihey  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25  920 

They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  15 

This  Man  Is  New’S  (Para) 

Three  Aliisketeers  (20th-Fox) 


92" 

Ihree  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

(Univ)  Mar.  26  300I 

Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep)  June  24  866 
Timber  Stamiiede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

'I'o  tlie  Rescue  (GN) 328 

'I’orchy  in  Chinatown  (FN) 371 

Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB) 

Apr.  1 322 

Trapped  in  the  Sky(CoI)Feb.  18.9024 
Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  May  13.  . .3854 
'I’roulile  ill  Sundown  (RKO) 

■'lur.  11  983 


Tumbleweeds  (Astor) 

12  Crowded  Hours  (RKO)  Feb.  18  917 


U 

U-G7  (Astor)  

lliidercover  Agent  (Mono)  3824 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  ..3810 

Unexi*eeted  Father  (Univ)  ..  .July  22 
llnion  Pacific  (Para)  May  6...3S35 

Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 3838 

W 

IVanted  h.v  Scotland  Yard 

(Mono)  Apr.  29  3829 

IVare  Case,  The  (20th-Fox) 8011 

Waterfront  (WB)  July  1 325 


"Way  Down  South  (RKO)  July  22  947 
AVestern  Caravans  (Col)  July  1.9207 
U liispering  lOneiiiies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
AVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 


Fox)  Feb.  18  930 

AAiiigs  of  the  Navy  (WB)  Jan.  21  30 
AA'inner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  939 

Winter  Carnival  (UA)  July  22... 
AA'ithiii  the  Uaw  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  18  928 

AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  

AVolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 3813 

AA'oman  Doctor  (Itep)  Feb.  4.... 80a 

AVoman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 

July  8 9026 

AA'omen  in  the  Wind  (WB) 

I>b.  4 316 


Wiithering  Heights  (UA)  Apr.  1 
AAyoming  Outlaw  (Rep)  July  15.. 867 

Y 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (F>) 


Feb.  11  357 

Yon  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ)  Feb.  26  3005 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 

Murder  (FN)  Jan.  28  361 

Young  Mr.  Uincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 917 

z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18 

Zero  Hour  (Rep)  May  27 
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^hatt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 


Numerals  Following  Titles  are 
Running  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 
^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
©Indicates  color. 


Columbia 

AUU-STAR  COMEDIES 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) Apr.  21, '39 

Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(17%)  Mar.  24,  ’39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’.39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  .June  2,  ’39 
Pest  From  the  West  (..)...  .June  16 
Rattling  Romeo  (17) July  14 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  5, ’39 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18)  ..  .Oct.  28 

The  Sap  Takes  a Sap 

(15%)  Mar.  10, ’39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Clyde 

(18)  July  28 

COI.OR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollywood  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 
I.ittle  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7) . .Nov.  3 

lucky  Pigs  (..) May  26 

Nell’s  Yells  (..)  June  30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) . .Jan.  26,  ’39 
The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  Feb.  24,  ’39 
The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14, ’39 

COLUMBIA  TOUR 
Big  To^yn  Commuters  (9) . Feb.  3, ’39 

Colombia  (10)  July  2, ’39 

Man  Made  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(..)  May  26 

Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  16 

COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  .Mar.  24, ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltzes 

( . . ) Apr.  21,  ’39 

No.  9 Songs  of  the  West 

(..)  May  19, ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  ( . . ) June  16 
'I'hird  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  4 Sweetheart  Melodies  (11)  Dec.  30 
No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10) ...  .Feb.  24, ’39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  ( . . ) Apr.  6,  ’39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7) . . . . Jan.  27,’39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  ( . . ) . .May  12, ’39 

MUSIC  HAl.U  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 


(10%)  Jan.  20, ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (10) . .Mar.  2,’39 
Yankee  Doodle  Home 

(..)  May  19, ’39 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A Worm’s  Eye  View  (7) ..  Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rodeo  (..)  June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7)  . . . .Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  5 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

No.  6(10%)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  8 (9%)  Apr.  8,  ’39 

No.  9(..)  May  12, ’39 

No.  10  (.  .)  May  26 

No.  11  (..)  June  15 

SPORT  REELS 

Diving  Rhythm  (..) May  5, ’39 

Get  Ready  Navy  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

.Jockeys  Up  (..)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (10) Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (..)...  .June  30 


THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
A Ducking  They  Did  Go 


(16%)  Apr.  7, ’.3h 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 


Saved  From  the  Belle  (17)  . .June  30 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

We  Want  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24,  ’39 

Yes.  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(7)  May  19,  ’39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  3 Inside  the  Capitol 

(..)  Apr.  28, ’39 


Grand  National 

CAVAI.CADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 


CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

Help  Wanted  (21) June  10 

Money  to  Loan  (21) Mar.  11, ’39 

Wliile  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15,  ’39 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Egypt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9) May  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9)...  Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

.Java  .Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

Picturesque  Udaipur  (8)  . .May  13, ’39 

Rural  Hungary  (9) Apr.29, ’39 

Singapore  and  .Jahore  (9)  . . . .Dec.  31 
MINIATURES 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Holl.vyvood  Hobbies  (10) . .May  13, ’39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

Love  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18, ’39 

Prophet  Without  Honor 

(..)  May  20, ’,39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11)  ..  .May  27, ’.39 
MUSICAI,  COMEDIES 

Happily  Buried  (20) Apr.  1,5, ’39 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton In  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  I.ightly  (19) Dec.  31 

The  .story  of  two  barber  colleges 
becomes  a musical  comedy  plot  bv 


a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

Somewhat  Secret  (21)  ...  Mar.  25, ’39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor.  . .May  13 

Jitterbug  Follies  (9) Feb.  25,  ’39 

©Little  Gold  Fish  (8) ..  .Apr.  15, ’39 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

•Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8, ’39 

The  Bear  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

Wanted  No  Master  (8) Mar.  18, ’39 


M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

ClowTi  Princess  (10) Apr,  15, ’39 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29, ’39 

Duel  Personalities  (10)  . .Mar.  11, ’39 
Giant  of  Norway  (..)  Sepia.  .June  24 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Angel  of  Mercy  (10) May  20, ’.39 

Giant  of  Norway  (..)  Sepia.  .June  24 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 


Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Tow'n 

(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIAI.TIES 

Culinary  Carving  (..) July  1 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

y Heroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Marine  Circus  (9) Mar.  11, ’39 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) May  20, ’39 

Weather  AViz.ards  (9) Apr.  8, ’39 

ROBERT  BE.NCHLEY 
An  Hour  for  Lunch  (9)  ..  Mar,  18, ’39 

Dark  Magic  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (9)  May  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28,  ’39 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Musical  Mountaineers  (7)  .May  12, ’39 

Mv  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgv  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Rhythm  on  the  Reservation 

(7)  July  7 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7).. Mar.  31 
The  Scared  Crows  (7)  . . . . June  9, ’39 

COI.OR  CLASSICS 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Barnyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

The  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7)  . Oct.  28 

COI.OR  CRUISES 

(New  Series  In  Clnecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Deo.  2 

Jamaica  (10)  May  26 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10)  . .Jan.  27 
Republic  of  Panama  (9)  . . . . Mar.  24 

HEADLINER 

.A  Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

Lawrence  Walk  (10)  Mar.  3 

T.awrence  Walk  and  his  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’.39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  May  5, ’39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10)  . .June  2,  ’.39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Queen 

(11)  Apr.  7,  ’.39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra,  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) June  23 

Fisherman’s  Pluck  (10) . .Apr.  14, ’39 
Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 

Swans  (10)  May  19,  ’39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  4(10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  5(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 


Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ‘39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8 (10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’.39 

Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 

No.  10  (11)  May  5, ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2, ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 
©Aladdin  and  His  Wonderful 

Lamp  (22)  Apr.  7,  ’.39 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7)  . .June  16, ’39 

Heilo,  How  Am  17  (7)  ..July  14 

It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28, ’39 

Leave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

Wotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19,  ’39 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clnecolor) 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  4 (10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5(11)  May  12, ’39 

GRANTI,AND  RICE  SPORT- 
1, IGHTS 

Death  V.ailey  Thrills  (10) . .June  9,  ’39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’39 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hi  jinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Buys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 

wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 


UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 

No.  6 (10)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

No.  6 (Cinecolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16, ’39 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Beach  Picnic  (8) June  9,  '39 

DonahVs  Cousin  Gus  (7) . .May  19, '39 
Donnhi's  Ducky  Day  (8)  . .Jan.  13, '39 

Ferdinand  (he  Bnll  (8) Nov.  25 

Goofy  and  Wilbur  (8) Mar,  17 

Merl>al>ies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mofher  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Practical  Piff  (..) Feb.  24, '39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Dog:  Show  (8) Feb.  3, '39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  In  the 
Society  (log  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

OThe  Hockey  Champ  (7)  . .Apr,  7, '39 


'I'he  Cffly  Duckling:  (9) Apr,  7 

EIM;AK  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  8 

Baby  Daze  (15) May  19, '39 

( lock  Wise  (16)  Mar.  24 


Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  It. 
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Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27,  ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEAMJNER  COMEDIES 

Romancing  Along  (21) Dec.  39 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 
Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24, '39 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rare  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’39 

Major  Difficulties  (19) Nov.  18 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  6, ’39 

Ring  Madness  (19) June  30, ’39 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  4 (19)  Nov.  26 

Uncle  Sam — The  Good  Neighbor. 

(i>No.  6 (18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

Tbp  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

fouiig  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Prisis 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14, ’39 

Japan:  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Dixie — The  nation’s  number  one 
problem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

NC-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12,  ’39 
East  & Dumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
zee  Sisters,  Gilrone  & Starr. 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

George  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys, 
Frieda  Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17, ’.39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra, 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, '39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11)  . . . .Nov.  25 

BATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

BATHE  BARADE  (’36-’37  re- 

leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 


Dog-Gone  (16)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Blumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 


Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 


ED  THORGERSEN-SBORTS 


Athletic  Oddities  (9) Nov.  11 

Hunting  Dogs  (11) Mar.  3, '39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  May  12 

shooting  tt>r  Bar  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  June  23 

FASHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31,  ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..)..  July  7 


FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GAKI'EN 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  26 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neiglibors  (..)  May  26 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Mt  stic  Slant  (10) Mar.  17. ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....June  9 
\ living  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, '39 

I FRRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  (..) June  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  .June  30 

Barnyard  Baseball  (7)  July  14 

Barnyard  Egg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  May  5 

Frozen  Feet  (7) Feb.  24 

©Gandy  Goose  In  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gandv  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (7)  >Iar.  10 

Gand.v  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

(7)  Dec.  30 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  May  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  (he  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

The  Cuckoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

Their  Last  Bean  (7)  April  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  ( . .)  ...  .July  28 
©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  1.3,  ’39 

The  Brize  Guest  (7) June  2 

The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©rhe  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Universal 

CARTUNE 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 


BATHE  SBORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16, ’39 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec.  30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) Jul.y  14, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) ....  May  19,  ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  it’s  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Dec.  16 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, ’39 
Ranch  House  Romeo  (17) . . . . Apr.  7 
REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9) ..  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Swlnguet  (8)  May  26, ’39 

Television  (9)  May  5, ’39 

20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 
Sand  Hogs  (10) May  12 


GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  ,56  ( 9)  Nov.  14 

No.  67  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  30. ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20,  ’,39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  May  15,  ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26,  ’39 

No.  65  (9)  July  17 

SIENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  1.5 

Gus  Van.  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 

Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18)  ...  .July  12, ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio.  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh.  Six 
Dehonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel.  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr.  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzls. 

Patio  Serenade  (17) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armtda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 
Pharmacy  Follies  (18)  . . . .May  17,’39 
Three  Playboys.  Prazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gilrone 
& Starr. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 
Roche,  Toy  & Wing,  Lillian  Roth, 


Pied  Pipers,  The  Philharmonicas. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 


Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Ang.  16 


WALTER  LANTZ  CAR3rCNE.S 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Deo.  19 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat ..June  19 

Bola  Alola  Land  (7)  May  29, ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30, ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7)  . . . . Apr.  10, ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)...  Dec.  26 

Magic  Beans  (..)  Feb.  13 


Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7) ..  .May  8, ’39 
The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 


(7)  Feb.  27 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  55  (9%)  Oct.  10 

No.  66  (9)  Nov.  21 

No.  67  (9)  Dec.  6 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  69  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61  (9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62  (9)  May  1,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  June  6, ’39 

No.  64  July  3 

No.  65  (9)  .Aug.  7 

TWO  REEL  SPECIAL 


March  of  Freedom  (21) June  7 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Broadway  Buckarno  (20)  June  3,  ’39 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Projeetion  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Sophomore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

The  Knight  Is  Young  (20)  , . . .Oct.  20 
You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13, ’39 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanix  Ulustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Blustrated  (10)  . . . .Nov.  5 
Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  4.  Apr.  22,’39 

Nature’s  Mimie  (10) Dec.  8 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Mar.  25, ’39 

lAJONBY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

It’s  an  111  Wind  (7) Jan.  28 

Porky  and  Teabisenit  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Porky  in  Egy^  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  11 
Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13, ’39 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21,  *39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7, ’39 
Clyde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

(.  •)  Apr.  8 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..).. Dec.  3 
Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22 

Larry  Clinton  & Orchestra 


(10)  May  20,  ’39 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Russ  Morgan  & Orcnesira 

(11)  Feb.  25 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7). Apr.  8 

Coiinc  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  ( . . ) . Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldrush  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7)  . . . .Jan.  28,  ’39 
Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  ..May  20, ’39 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robinhood  Makes  Good  (7)... Feb.  11 

The  Mice  AVill  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

The  Night  Watchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs  (7)  .May  6,  39 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  6 

TECHNICOLOR 
Declaration  of  Independence 


(18)  Nov.  20 

^Lincoln  in  the  White  House 

(31)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(30)  Jan.  7,  ’.30 


Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll.  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 


SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

The  Master’s  Touch  (10) .Feb.  18 


VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  10 
Crawfords  at  Home  (. .)  . .Apr.  15,  ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 


(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Tax  Trouble  (10) Mar.  18,  ’39 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14,  ’39 


TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11)...  Mar.  4 

Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Defying  Death  (13) Oct.  15 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

The  Human  Bomb  (13)  ..  .Jan.  7, ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (13) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  (13)  . . . .Dec.  10 
Voodoo  Fires  (11)  May  6 

SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

Mandrake  the  Magician. . .May  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 


REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

13  Chapters  June  10 ’39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. Feb.  25, ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore.  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ...  .July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  Jr..  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper.  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
Jr. 
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1 FEBRUARY  4 

FEBRUARY  11 

FEBRUARY  18 

FEBRUARY  25 

MARCH  4 

MARCH  11 

[9]  Western  9204 

Texas  Stampede  (67) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — June  10 

|io]  Action  Drama  9038 
North  of  Shanghai  (59) 

B.  Furness-J.  Craig 

R— Mar.  11 

I22I  Action  Drama  9029 
My  Son  Is  a Criminal 
(59) 

Alan  Baxter 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R— Mar.  18 

^ Drama  9007 

Let  Fs  Live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 

R — Feb.  18 

d]  Comedy  J 

Blondie  Meets  the  E 

(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  0 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R — Mar.  4 

lYI  Com.  with  Music  923 
Honolulu  (86) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

R — Feb.  4 

[lo|  Comedy  Drama  933 
Huckleberry  Finn  (91) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 

R — Feb.  18 

[it]  Comedy  924 

Fast  and  Loose  (79) 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

R — Feb.  18 

g Drama  With  Music  926 
l,et  Freedom  Ring  (85) 
Nelson  Eddy 

Virginia  Bruce 

R — Feb.  26 

[T]  Comedy  980 

Pygmalion  (87) 

Leslie  Howard 

Wendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

0 1 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (8 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Mar.  11 

Navy  Secrets  (60) 

Fay  ^Vray-tj.  ^Vithers 

R— Feb.  18 

1^  Drama  Reissue  3828 
Wttle  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

M.  Rooney-R.  Bellamy 

[gj  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 
(63) 

Tex  Ritter 

R— April  1 

g Action  Drama  3822 
Star  Reporter  (62) 

W.  Hull- Marsha  Hunt 

R — Feb.  26 

[T|  Western  3863 

Rolling  Westward  (57) 
Tex  Ritter 

R — 'Apr.  1 

d]  Action  Drama  31 
Mystery  Plane  (60) 
(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 
John  Trent  R — Mar. 
dl  Melodrama  3 

Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong 
(67)  R— Mar.  18 
Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

[Y|  Mus.  Romance  3822 
St.  Louis  Blues  (87) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Action  Drama  3823 

Persons  in  Hiding  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — Jan.  28 

[l7|  Comedy  3824 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R— Feb.  4 

^ Western  3857 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

W.  Boyd  R — Oct.  29 

^ Drama  3825 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(75) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erlkson 

R — Feb.  11 

[T|  Drama  3826 

Cafe  Society  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R— Feb.  11 

[i^  Comedy  31, 

Beachcomber,  The  (89 
Charles  Lavghton  i 

Elsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

[io]  Drama  808 

Woman  Doctor  (66) 

F.  Inescort  R — Feb.  4 

[io]  Western  843 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (68) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R— Feb.  18 

[l^  Melodrama  823 

Forged  Passport  (64) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 

R— Feb.  11 

dl  Melodrama 

I Was  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 
Beverly  Roberts 

R— Feb.  26 

1^  Comedy  Drama  844 
Fisherman’s  AVharf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Feb.  4 

Melodrama  911 

Boy  Slave*  (71) 

(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

R J an.  21 

|l^  Action  Drama  911 

OOunga  Din  (117) 
Fairbanks  jr.-C.  (Jrant 
R— Feb.  4 

Drama  Reissue 

Lost  Patrol  (73) 

Victor  McLag’en 

^ Comedy  915 

Beauty  for  the  Asking(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 

R — Jan.  28 

|i^  Drama  Reissue 

Star  of  Midnight  (90) 

G.  Rogers-Wm.  Powell 

[U  Action  Drama  917 
12  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
Richard  Dlx 

Lucille  Bali 

R — Feb.  18 

Melodrama  { 

The  Saint  .Strikes  Bac 
(64) 

Geo.  Sanders-W.  Barr 

R — Feb.  IS 

|Y|  Comedy  929 

ArizoBu  Wildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — Nov.  12 

Action  Drama  935 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

R— Feb.  4 

Rom.  Com.  Drama  927 
’The  Three  Musketeers 

(72) 

Rltz  Bros.-Don  Ameche- 
Binnle  Barnes 

R — Feb.  11 

Action  Drama  931 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Barl-G.  Williams 

R — Nov.  19 

[3]  Comedy  930 

Wife,  Husband  and 

Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

R— Feb.  18 

Action  Drama  S 
Inside  Story  (61) 
Michael  Whalen  f 

Jean  Rogers  i 

R — Oct.  22 

[lo]  Comedy  Drama 

Made  for  Each  Other 

(85) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

R — Feb.  J • 

1^  Action  Drama 

King  of  the  Turf  (87) 
Adolphe  Menjou 

Dolores  Costello 

R — Feb.  18 

fs]  Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R— Feb.  11 

Aoiion  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Kent  Tailor 

|lo|  "Western  3056 

Phantom  Jsiage  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

Comedy  3005 

Yon  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  (76) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

R— Feb.  25 

Drama  3024 

Society  Smugglers  (70) 
(For.  Key  Woman) 

Prdston  Foster 

Irene  Hervey 

R — Mar.  11 

[3]  Melodrama  3029 

Kisky  Business  (78) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

R — Mar.  11 

[io|  Drama  30 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

Action  Drama  FN371 
Torchy  In  Chinatown 
(68) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  Mac  Lane 

Action  Drama  WB309 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Havllland 

R — -Jan.  21 

|l8l  Com.  Drama  rN372 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granville-J.  Lite! 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Comedy  FN3S7 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (85) 

Priscilla  Lane 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Feb.  11 

[T]  Action  Drama  WB320 
Secret  Service  of  the 

Air  (61) 

Ronald  Reagan 

John  Litel 

R — Feb.  11 

^ Outd’r  Drama  WB3 
Oklalioiiia  Kid  (80) 
James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 
Humphrey  Bogart 

R— Mar.  18 
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\ MARCH  18 

MARCH  25 

APRIL  1 

APRIL  8 

APRIL  15 

APRIL  22  1 

Western  9213 

le  Star  Pioneers  (56) 

1 Elliot 
-othy  Gulliver 
-Apr.  15 

g Action  Drama  9023 
Whispering  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

g Outdoor  Drama 

Romance  of  Redwood8(67) 
C.  Blckford-J.  Parker 

R — Apr.  29 

1^  Action  Drama  9205 
North  of  Yukon  (64) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Linda  Winters 

R— July  8 

[3]  Comedy  9013 

l.ady  and  the  Mob  (65) 
Fay  Bainter-Ida  Lupino- 
Lee  Bowman 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama  9630 

First  Offenders  (61) 

Walter  Abel 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Mar.  11 

[10]  Western  9214 

Law  Comes  to  Texas 
(57) 

Bill  Elliott 

R — May  27 

1 Melodrama  928 

ithin  the  Law  (65) 
th  Hussey-Paul  Kelly 
-Mar.  18 

^ Action  Drama  927 

Sergeant  Madden  (80) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

R— Mar.  25 

Drama  930 

Society  Lawyer  (78) 

V.  Bruce-Walter  Pldgeon 
R — Apr.  1 

Drama  with  Music  931 
Broadway  Serenade  (113) 
J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 
R— Apr.  8 

Rom.  Comedy  929 
Ivid  From  Texas  (70) 

D.  C’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R — Apr.  8 

Comedy  934 

The  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 

R— Apr.  22 

1^  Western  3854 

Trigger  Smith  (59) 

Jack  Randall 

R— May  13 

Melodrama  3824 

Undercover  Agent  (56) 
Russell  Gleason 

Shirley  Deane 

Drama  3802 

Streets  of  New  York  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R — Apr.  15 

m Melodrama  3829 

Wanted  by  Scotland 

Yard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 

Betty  Lynne 

R — Apr.  29 

' Melodrama  3837 

’ng  of  Chinatown  (57) 
!im  Tamiroff 
na  May  Wong 
-Mar.  11 

g Comedy  Drama  3828 
Midnight  (93) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Don  Ameche 

R— Mar.  11 

Comedy  3829 

Sudden  Money  (62) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 

R — Mar.  25 

^ Western  3868 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 

R — Feb.  18 

Comedy  3830 

I’m  From  Missouri  (7  7) 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 

R — Mar.  25 

[jj]  Comedy  - Music  3832 

Never  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 
R— Mar.  11 

Melodrama  3831 

Bulldog  Drommond’s 
Secret  Police  (55) 

J.  Howard  R — Apr.  8 

Drama  3833 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 
(85) 

Wallace  Ford-Aline  Mc- 
Mahon-Patrlcia  Ellis 

R — Apr.  16 

1 Western  863 

tugrh  Riders  Roundup 

.(58) 

Rogers-M.  Hart 
—Mar.  25 

1^  Comedy  810 

My  Wife's  Relatives  (66) 
Hige-ins  Family 

R — Mar.  11 

Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  (68) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Apr.  1 

jH]  Western  865 

Night  Riders  (58) 

Three  Mesqulteers 

R — Apr.  8 

Western  854 

Frontier  Pony  Express 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

R — Apr.  16 

^ Western  983 

Trouble  in  Snndowm  (57) 
Geo.  O’Brien 

R— Mar.  11 

^ Drama  920 

Almost  a Gentleman  (65) 
J.  Ellison-H.  Wood 

R — Mar.  11 

[y|  Comedy  Drama  916 

Love  Affair  (87) 

Irene  Dunne-Chas.  Boyer 
R — Mar.  18 

Blog.  Drama  919 

Flying  Irishman  (73) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

R — Mar.  11 

1^  Action  Drama  920 
They  Made  Her  a Spy 
(67) 

Sally  Eilers-Allan  Lane 

R — Mar.  25 

Action  Drama  922 

Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 

R — Apr.  29 

^ Com.  with  Music  932 
Little  Princess  (93) 
irley  Temple 
chard  Greene 
-Feb.  25 

^ Comedy  Drama  935 
Everybody’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

^ Melodrama  936 

Hound  of  the  Basker- 
villes  (80) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

R — Apr.  1 

Melodrama  937 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 
Island  (64) 

Peter  Lorre 

Jean  Hersholt 

Amanda  Duff 

R — Mar.  18 

p]  Drama  938 

Story  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  (97) 

Don  Ameohe-Doretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 

R — Apr.  8 

Comedy  Drama  939 

Winner  Take  All  (61) 

Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 

R — Feb.  25 

mj  Melodrama  946 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (76) 

G.  Harker-Mikl  Hood 

i]  Drama 

ison  Without  Bars 
(79) 

Ina  Best 
(rinne  Luchalre 
—Feb.  25 

|Y|  Drama 

4^Wuthering  Heights 
(103) 

Merle  Cberon 

Laurence  Cllvler 

R— Apr.  1 

^ Comedy 

Zenobia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Billle  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 

R — Mar.  18 

^ Melodrama  3037 

frstery  of  the  White 
Room  (58) 

Cabot-H.  Mack 
— Apr.  1 

^ Com,  with  Music  3001 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  (87) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

R — Mar.  25 

|3l|  Comedy  3020 

Family  Next  Door  (63) 
Hugh  Herbert 

Joy  Hodges 

R — Apr.  15 

pf|  Comedy-Music  3006 
East  Side  of  Heaven 
(88) 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 

R— Apr.  16 

ra  Action  Drama  3019 
Code  of  the  Streets  (70) 
Harry  Carey 

Frankie  Thomas 

Juanita  Quigley 

R— Jan.  28 

llj  Action  Drama  3018 

Big  Town  Czar  (66) 

Barton  MacLane 

Eve  Arden 

R — Apr.  22 

^ Action  Drama  WB321 
Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

Towne  R — Feb.  18 

Action  Drama  FN361 
BlacUweirs  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 

R — Mar.  4 

|Y|  Melodrama  WB323 
On  Trial  (62) 

John  Litel 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Mar.  25 

[Y|  Cutd’r  Drama  WB304 
©Dodge  City  (104) 

Errol  Flynn 

Clivia  de  HavlIIand 

R — Apr.  8 

Melodrama  WB316 
Women  in  the  Wlnd(65) 
Kay  Francis 

Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 

g Drama  FN364 

Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 
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1 APRIL  29 

MAY  6 

MAY  13 

MAY  20 

MAY  27 

JUNE  3 

HU  Western  9206 

Spoilers  of  the  Range (58) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

R — June  10 

|T|  Drama  9031 

Oatside  These  Walls  (61) 
D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 

R — June  3 

HU  Action  Drama  9016 

Blind  Alley  (71) 

C.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 

R— Apr.  29 

HU  Action  Drama  9001 
Oiil.v  Angels  Have 

Wings  (122)  R-May  20 
C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 

HU  Action  Drama  9027 
Missing  Daughters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 

[n  Action  Drama  $ 
'rrapi)ed  in  the  Sky  ( 
J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 
R— Feb.  18 
[Y]  Adventure  1 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colma 

^ 301 

Kxlle  Express  (70) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
R — Feb.  18 

|I^  Western  VVI-19 
Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 
Tex  Fletcher-J.  Barclay 
R— Feb.  18 


^ Action  Drama  314 
Panama  Patrol  (69) 
Leon  Ames 
Charlotte  Wynters 
R— Feb.  25 


[3l]  Western  fl 

Singling;  Cowgprl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 
R — June  3 


m Drama  938 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 
R — Apr.  29 


933 


[sl  Comedy 

Lucky  Night  (82) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 
R— May  6 


(i2|  Action  Drama  935 
Tell  No  Tales  (69) 
Melvyn  Douglas 
Louise  Platt 
R — May  20 


|i9]  Comedy  936 

It’s  a Wonderful  World 
(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stewart 
R— May  13 


937 


|26l  Comedy 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Young- Annabella 
R — May  27 


[T]  Action  Drama  3830 
Boys  Reformatory  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 
R — May  6 


[jg]  Western  3864 
Down  the  Wyoming 
Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 
R — June  17 


|22[  Action  Drama 
Wolf  CaU  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 
R— May  27 


3813 


[Y]  Western  3l! 
Across  the  Plains  (5S 
(For.  Riders  of  f 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 
R — June  3 


HU  Comedy  Drama  3834 
The  Lady’s  From  Ken- 
tucky (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 
R — Apr.  15 


[si  Outdoor  Drama  3835 
C^Union  Pacific  (137) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 
Joel  McCrea 
R — May  6 


|i2|  Drama  3836 

Hotel  Imperial  (80) 

I.  Mlranda-R.  Milland 
R— Apr.  22 


[ia]  Musical  3837 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (65) 
Bob  Hope-Shlrley  Ross 
Geme  Krupa 
R — May  13 


Unmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 
R— May  27 

HU  Drama  3864 

Stolen  Life  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 
R — Apr.  29 


[2I  Comedy  3li 

Gracie  Allen  Murder  ( 
(75) 

Gracie  Allen 
Warren  William 
R— May  13 


HU  Action  Drama  811 
Street  of  Sllssing  Men 
(65) 

Chas.  Bickford-H.  Carey 
R — Apr.  29 


[5]  Western  844 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 
Gene  Autry-June  Storey 
R — May  6 


HU  Western  866 

Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 
R — June  24 


[iU  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 

Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dlx-G.  Patrick 
R — Apr.  15 

HU  Western  855 
Southward  Ho!  (58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 
R — June  17 


HU  Drama  812 

The  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 
R — May  27 


[Y|  Action  Drama  1 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (( 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 
R — June  3 


] 


933 


HU  Melodrama 

Rookie  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt:  R-Apr.  29 
HU  Musical  838 

Stor.v  of  Vernon  t.nd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astalre-G.  Rogers 
R — Mar.  18 

OuTdo 


[Y]  Comedy  Drama  934 
Sorority  House  (63) 

Anne  Shirley-J.  Ellison 
R — Apr.  22 


Melodrama  925 
Panama  Lady  (65) 


I..  Ball-A.  Dane 
R— May  13 


HU  Western  984 
Racketeers  of  the 
Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R — May  20 


[2]  Comedy 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71 
Lupe  Velez-Donald  Wc 
R — May  20 


or  Drama  940 

o Kid 
-.  — apr.  29 


Ret.lrr. 

(7. 

Vainer  Baxter 
Lynn  Bari-Henry  Hull 
HU  Musical  8012 
Climbing  High  (71) 

J.  Matthews;  R-Apr.22 


[5]  Action  Drama  941 
Chasing  Danger  (60) 
Preston  Foster 
Lynn  Bari 
R — Jan.  7 


HU  Musical  942 

Rose  of  Washington 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 
Tyrone  Power 
A1  Jolson 
R — May  13 


HU  Comedy 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  Withers-A.  Whelan 
R — May  13 


943 


HU  Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Gorilla  (66) 

Ritz  Bros. 

R — May  27 


[2I  Comedy  Drama  S 
Jones  Family  in  Hollf 
wood  (60) 

Jed  Prouty 
Shirley  Deane 
R — May  27 


HU  Action  Drama 
Captain  Fury  (90) 
Victor  McLaglen-June 
Lang-Brian  Aherne 
R— May  13 


HU  Comedy  Drama  3030 
For  Love  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 
Robt.  Kent 
R— Apr.  22 


HU  Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Champ  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 
Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 
R — May  20 


HU  Action  Drama  3040 
They  Asked  for  It  (61) 
B.  I,undigan-J.  Hodges 
R— July  8 


[2]  Action  Drama  30 
Inside  Information  (62;' 
June  Lang-Dick  Forai 
R — June  10 
[2I  Comedy  Reiss 
M.V  Man  Godfrey  (93; 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Lomba' 


HU  Comedy  FN373 
Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 
R — Apr.  22 


[Y|  Action  Drama  FN353 
Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 
Lya  Lys 
R — Apr.  29 


HU  Action  Drama  WB332 
Torcliy  Runs  for  Mayor 

(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 
Barton  MacLane 
R — April  1 


HU  Action  Drama  FN364 
You  Can’t  Get  Away 
With  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 
R — Jan.  28 


[27]  Action  Drama  FN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 
Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 
R — May  13 


[3]  Comedy  Drama  FN 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 
(For.  I Am  Not  Afre 
Jane  Bryan 
Chas.  Grapewln 
R — April  8 


[2]  Comedy  Ast 
Gay  Nineties  (64) 
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JUNE  10 


Iq 


JUNE  17 


1072 


|l5]  Comedy 

Awful  Truth  (92)  relsfiue 
Irene  Dunne 


[I^  Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (58) 
C:.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
R— July  1 


JUNE  24 


^ Action  Drama  9012 
Clouds  Over  Burope  (79) 
(Form.  “Q”  Planes) 

L,  Olivier-V.  Hobson 
R — June  10 


JULY  1 


Drama  9032 

Parents  on  Trial  (57) 
Parker-Downs;  R-July  8 
[30]  Comedy  9005 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73):  R-June  24 
J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 


JULY  8 


JULY  15 


Western  920H 

Man  From  Sundown  (59) 
Starrett-Meredith 

Drama  9025 


A Woman  Is  the  Judgre 
Hudson-Kruger;  R-July  8 


Melodrama 
100  Enemies  (61) 
alter  Pidgeon 
ta  Johnson 
—June  3 


938 


p[^  Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 
R — June  3 


g Comedy 

Alaisle  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 
Robert  Young 
R — June  17 


940 


^ Drama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 
Walter  Pidgeon 
R — July  1 


[t]  Drama  942 

On  Borrowed  Time  (99) 
Lionel  Barrymore 
Bobs  Watson 
R — July  8 


Drama  943 

They  AU  Come  Out  (70) 
Rita  Johnson 
Tom  Neal 
R— July  8 


Melodrama  3823 

onld  a Girl  Alarry? 

(57) 

’or.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
me  Nagel-Warren  Hull 


|Y|  Action  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 
Marjorie  Reynolds 
R — July  8 


Ij  Action  Drama  3840 
pdercover  Doctor  (67) 
"ioyd  Nolan- J.  C.  Naish 
i — May  27 


[x^  Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 
(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 
R — May  20 


Melodrama  3842 
Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 
J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 
R — May  20 

1^  Western  3843 
Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 
D.  Woods-E.  Venable 
R- — Mar.  25 


g Melodranm  3844 
Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 
R — June  24 


Musical  3845 
Man  About  Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 
Dorothy  Lamour 
R — June  17 


Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (63) 

Betty  Grable 
Jackie  Coogan 
R— July  15 


Western  845 
ountain  Rhythm  (59) 

;ene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
I— July  8 


856 


1^  Western 

In  Old  Caliente  (57) 

Roy  Royers:  R-JuIy  15 

Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (52) 
Three  Mesquiteers 
R— July  15 


[J]  Drama  814 

Alickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryar 
R — July  1 


[x^  Musical  Comedy  815 
She  Alarried  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
R — J’uly  1 


1^  Melodrama  926 
Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-L.  Oarrillo 
R — June  10 


1^  Drama  927 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 
Wendy  Barrie 
R — June  10 


[30|  Mystery  Drama  929 
Saint  in  London  (70) 
Geo.  Sanders 
Sally  Grey  R — July  1 

|30]  Western  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 
R — June  24 


[y|  Melodrama 
Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 
Edw.  Ellis 
R— July  1 


930 


Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
Drama  994 


0 


Lost  Squadron(  79)  reissue 
Joel  McCrea-Rlchard  Dix 


:,n  Drama  947 

iVoung  Mr.  Lincoln 
(101) 

enry  Fonda 
arjorie  Weaver 
— June  10 


|x^  Melodrama  948 
Charlie  Chan  in  Keno 
(71) 

S.  Toler-Phyllis  Brooks 
R — June  3 


1^  Com.  Drama  954 
Susannah  of  the  Jloun- 
tles  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 
Randolph  Scott 
R — June  17 


|30[  Comedy  Drama  950 

It  Could  Ilainien  to  You 
(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 
Gloria  Stuart 
R — June  3 


px]  Melodrama  952 
Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 
R — Nov.  19 


Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 

Sonja  Henie 
Tyrone  Power 
R — July  8 


i]  Drama  3009 

he  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
[oug  Fairbanks  jr. 
irginia  Field 
I — June  10 


|30|  Melodrama  3038 
House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 
Irene  Hervey 
R — May  20 


] Mystery  Reissue 
Id  Dark  House  (71) 


[t]  Drama  3031 
Forgotten  Woman  (63) 
Sigrid  Gurie-Don.  Briggs 
R— July  8 


1^  Comedy 

Unexpected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mischa  Auer 
R— July  22 


Hist.  Drama  WB301 
uarez  (127) 
aul  Muni 
lette  Davis 
rian  Aherne 
— April  29 


[x^  Com.  M-Drama  WB324 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 
•Tohn  Litel 
R — July  15 


Action  Drama  FN36S 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 


Wayne  Morris 
Joan  Blondell 
R — May  27 


g Com. -Music  IVBJll 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 
Dick  Powell 
R — June  10 


)]  Western  Astor 
umble weeds  (82),  reissue 
7m.  S.  Hart 


[ie]  Musical  Astor 
Everything  Is  Rhythm 


(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 


U-67 
Allan  Hale 


Melodrama 
(65) 


Astor 


1^  Action  Drama  WB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 
Margaret  Lindsay 
R — June  24 


[Y|  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery-AL  Love 


(x^  Action  Drama  WB325 
Waterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 
Gloria  Dickson 
R— July  1 
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JUNE.  1940 


S M T W T F S 

1 

3 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10  11  13  13  14  15 

16  17  18  19  30  31  33 

33  84  85  36  37  38  39 
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JULY.  1940 


S M T W T F S 
1 8 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10  11  13  13 
14  15  16  17  18  19  30 
31  33  33  34  35  36  37 
38  39  30  31 


JULY  22 

JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26 

g Comerty 

Blonclie  Take«  a Vacation 

(68) 

Penny  Singlelon 

Arthur  Lake 

R — July  22 

1^  Action  Drama 

Coast  Guard  ( . . ) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

[~3]  Drama 

Hidden  Power  ( . . ) 

Jack  Holt-G.  Michael 

[lo]  Action  Drama 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (..) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

|l^  Comedy  Drama 

Five  Little  Peppers  ( . . ) 
Edith  Fellows 

1^  Comedy  944 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring: 

Fever  (87) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — July  15 

g Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

pTI  Drama 

Miracles  for  Sale  (..) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

[l^  Drama 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  ( . . ) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

[l8]  Comedy  Drama 

These  Glamour  Girls  ( . . ) 
Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 

(ii|  Drama 

Blaclcmall  ( . . ) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

1^  Comedy  Fantasy 

Wizard  of  Oz  ( . . ) 

Judy  Garland 

Prank  Morgan 

|2l|  Western  3865 

Man  From  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Ritter 

Mystery 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 

(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R— July  22 

[14]  Musical  Comedy 

Girl  From  Kio  ( . . ) 
Movita-Warren  Hull 

[le]  Western 

Riders  of  Frontier  ( . . ) 
Tex  Ritter 

Action  Drama 

Sky  Patrol  ( . . ) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

|2i|  Action  Drama  3847 
Magrnificent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamirotf-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

R — July  1 

Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  ( . . ) 

Anna  May  Wong 

|T|  Comedy 

. Nightwork  ( . . ) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

[l^  Comedy  Drama 

Our  Leading  Citizen  ( . . ) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

|l8]  Melodrama 

This  Man  Is  News  ( . . ) 
Barry  K.  Barnes 

Valerie  Hobson 

Western 

Renegade  Trail  ( . . ) 
William  Boyd 

Russell  Hayden 

g Musical  Comedy 

Star  Maker  ( . . ) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

Comedy 

Should  Husbands  Work? 

(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R— July  22 

Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  ( . . ) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

1^  Musical  947 

Way  Down  South  (62) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R— July  22 

[28]  Melodrama  931 

Si>eUbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

R — July  15 

in  Comedy  933 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

11^  Western 

Along  the  Rio  Grande 
(..) 

George  O’Brien 

[2^  ActTon  Urama  953 

News  Is  Made  at  Nlg:ht(71) 
Preston  Foster 

Lynn  Bari 

R— July  8 

1^  Mystery  Drama  8014 
AVare  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 

Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  ( . . ) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

n Comedy  001 

Klsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 
M’omen  ( . . ) 

Ann  Sothern 

James  Ellison 

[xi]  Comedy  002 

Chicken  Wagon  Family 
(.  .) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

Drama  003 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 

Spencer  Tracy 

Nancy  Kelly-R.  Greene 

g Comedy  O' 

Quick  Millions  ( . . ) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Byington 

g Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

R — July  22 

n Drama 

Four  Feathers  (109) 

Ralph  Richardson 

June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

|ll|  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R— July  8 

[isj  Drama 

The.v  Sliall  Have  Music 

(120) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 

J.  Heifetz;  R-July  15 

Drama 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 
George  Raft-C.  Trevor 

R — July  22 

[n]  Drama 

Give  Us  This  Night  ( . . ) 
(For.  Modern  Cinderella) 
Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

g Comedy  with  Musii 
First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

|2^  Drama  FN300 

Daug^hters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 

John  Garfield 

R — June  24 

1^  Comedy  FN366 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 

Gloria  Dickson 

R— July  8 

Melodrama  WB315 
Indianapolis  Si>eedway 

(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Pat  O’Brien 

R— July  15 

1 

^ Drama  FN356 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 

Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 

R— July  22 

|2^  Comedy 

Hobby  Family,  The  ( . 
Irene  Rich-Henry  0’N< 
|e]  Drama 

Angels  Wash  Their 
Faces  ( . . ) 

Ann  Sheridan-R.  Reagi 

F.  Thomas 
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BOXOFnCE  ::  July  22,  1 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advcmce. 


(2Uattna  4iouse 

Minimum  Sl.OO.  Display  Rates  on  Request *  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


THEATRES  WANTED 


DO  YOU  NEED  EQUIPMENT,  BUT 
LACK  MONEY?  Use  new  easy  S.O.S.  time 
payment  plan — world’s  fairest  prices  on 
quality  theatre  equipment.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  a no 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compre.ssors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
vour  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co.. 
926  N.  Cass  S.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

MONEY  TALKS!  We  offer  silent  Multi- 
blade rotor  blowers — size  12",  $17.00;  size 
18",  $31.50;  size  24",  $52.50;  size  30", 
$125.00.  We  manufacture  all  sizes  of  wash- 
ers and  pad  systems.  Get  our  prices  before 
you  buy.  Peterson  “Freezem”  Mfg.  & Sales 
Co.,  Victor  4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

NEW  8,500  C.FM.  “ZEPHYR”  BLOWER, 
only  $79.75  for  400  seat  theatre.  Other 
sizes,  $39.50  up.  Grills,  diffusers,  $8.00  up. 
Immediate  shipment.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Sup- 
ply Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets. 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 

RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  Ciy,  Mo. 


POPCORN 

Jumbo  South  American-Hybrid  Jap  Hul- 
less — $4.00  hundred  pounds;  guaranteed 
satisfaction.  ARMSTRONG  POPCORN 
CO.,  LAKE  VIEW,  IOWA. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather.  116  Merrimac  St..  Bos- 
ton. 


BOOKS 

FREE — Tlie  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — Theatre  equipment,  taken 
on  mortgage.  Must  be  sold.  If  you  want 
bargain,  write  Otto  Wickersham,  Onaway, 
Michigan. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

THUMB  TACKS,  per  1,000,  69c.  Deluxe 
Corozone  air  purifiers,  kill  stale  odors, 
$13.75.  Ushers’  flashlights,  complete  with 
batteries,  49c.  Many  more  typical  values. 
Write  for  bargain  list.  S O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


LOOK  AT  THIS  CHAIR  VALUE!  950 
American  Seating,  ball-bearing,  9 ply  in- 
serted panel  backs,  squab  cushions.  En- 
tirely refinished,  $1.38  each,  Many  others 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

4.000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball.  Chicago,  111. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


MODERN  THEATRE  FOR  SALE— 350 
seats;  in  Southeastern  South  Dakota.  One 
thousand  population.  George  E.  Logan, 
Mitchell,  South  Dakota. 

THEATRE  FOR  SALE — Northwestern 
Iowa;  2,500  population.  Unless  you  have 
$15,000  for  down  payment,  don’t  answer. 
B-1141,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St..  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


WANTED  TO  LEASE  — Theatre  in 
southern  California  by  experienced  show- 
man. Also  interested  in  State  Rights  fea- 
ture. Air  mail — A.  L.  BROWN,  Box  44, 
Chehalis,  Wash. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

EXPERIENCED  OPERATOR— At  Lib- 
erty. Go  anywhere;  single;  sober.  Lloyd 
Kennedy,  Brady,  Texas. 

LICENSED  PROJECTIONIST  — Sign 
writer;  mechanic.  Intelligent  hard  worker, 
15  years’  experience;  33  years  old;  mar- 
ried; reliable;  go  anywhere.  $28.00.  B-1132, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST — 15  years’  experience. 
Reliable.  James  Curran,  1029  W.  9th  St., 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

PROJECTIONIST — 12  years’  experience. 
Sober,  reliable.  Appreciate  decent  job. 
P.  O.  Box  No.  173,  Canton.  'I'exas. 


BINGO  CARDS 

$2.00  Per  Thousand 

Write  today  ior  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100.  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4704  East  Ninth  St„  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB,  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER”  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  m your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE”  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


BOXOFnCE  ;:  July  22,  1939 


• Address  cop.v  to  BOXOFFICK.  4S04  K.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  Cit.v,  -Mo 
Forms  close  .Momlay  noun  preceding’  publication  date. 


Jheres  No  Tm  Ways  About  li 


INoTHING  COAAPAP^ES  TO  THE  NATIONAL  SC/^EEN 
TRAILER.  AS  A SEAT- SELLER....  AS  A PR.OFITAAAKER.... 
AS  A BUSINESS  BUILDER....  AS  B.APID- FI B.E,  QUICK- 
ACTION,  FOILCEFUL,  DRAMATIC  THEATRE  ADVERTISING, 
o IT  REACHES  MORE  PEOPLE,  COMBINES  THE  SALES 
APPEAL  OFTHE  HUMAN  VOICE,  PLUS  THE  PRINTED  WORD 
AND  COSTS  LESS  THAN  ANY  OTHER  ADVERTISING 
YOU  CAN  BUY  «»  SUCCESSFUL  SHOWMEN  USE 

NATIONAL  SCREEN  TRAILERS... 

THEY  ARE  EFFECTIVE  AND  CHEAP! 


service 

Pff/Zf  BRBH  OF  THE  IFIDUSTRy 
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NO  BAR  ON  NAT'L  CIRCUIT  CONSTRUCTION,  BUT  CANT  COMPETE  AGAINST  INDE- 


: I PENDENTS  . . . NON- AFFILIATES  ACQUIRE  50  THEATRE  SEATS  TO  ONE  FOR  EACH 


MAJOR  IN  FIVE  YEARS,  IS  CLAIM  . . . ARBITRATION  FORMULA  ABOUT  SET:  FINISHES 
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FIFTH,  MAYBE  FINAL  DRAFT  OF  CODE  . . . SEE  PAGE  THREE  FOR  "TALKING 
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Editorial  Oifices:  9 rockefeller  plaza,  new 
YORK  city;  Publication  Office:  4804  e.  9th 
ST.,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO./  HollyWOOd'.  6404  HOLLY- 
WOOD BLVD.;  Chicago:  332  s.  Michigan  blvd. 
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TALKING  OF  CREDOS 


Every  once  so  often,  Joseph  Bernhard  uses  his  title  as  general  manager  of  the  Warner 
circuit  as  a springboard  for  a message  to  his  men  around  the  country.  There  is  a new 
one  now  called  "The  Patron  Is  the  Judge"  and  it  runs  something  like  this: 

"To  thousands  of  patrons  you  are  the  company.  If  they  like  you,  they  praise 
the  company.  If  they  dislike  you,  they  blame  Warner  Brothers. 

"Your  actions  determine  the  public  reaction  to  this  company. 

"If  you  are  courteous  in  every  personal  contact  . . . self-controlled  even  when 
angry  or  resentful  . . . gentle  with  the  very  young  . . . deferential  to  the  old  . . . 
friendly  to  all  without  being  officious  ...  If  you  remember  at  all  times  ...  in  hearing 
every  complaint  ...  in  dealing  with  every  type  of  patrons  that  the  slogan  of  Warner 
Brothers  is  'The  Public  Be  Pleased,"  then  you  are  in  step  with  its  ideals  and  policies. 

To  serve  our  patrons  successfully  is  to  win  success  in  this  company. 

"The  patron  is  the  judge." 

All  this  has  been  told  and  re-told,  but  that  does  not  make  it  any  the  less  effective. 

It  suggests,  however,  the  same  sort  of  credo  revamped  for  production  at  large  and 
directed  not  at  any  one  studio,  but  at  all  studios.  Perhaps  something  in  this  vein: 

"To  thousands  of  patrons,  your  pictures  are  terrible.  If  they  like  your  stuff,  the 
gross  reflects  it.  If  they  dislike  your  pictures,  they  just  stay  away. 

"Your  actions  determine  the  public  reaction  to  this  company. 

"If  you  would  take  the  trouble  to  find  out  what's  going  on  around  the  country 
. . . get  closer  to  the  public  you  are  paid  to  serve  . . . stop  making  pictures  for  each 
other  . . . stay  away  from  gambling  spots  at  night  . . . remember  'terrific'  is  one 
helluva  word  . . . bear  in  mind  costs  around  a million  are  increasingly  difficult  to  get 
back,  and  never  mind  the  profits  ...  If  you  remember  at  all  times  ...  in  dealing  with 
every  type  of  attraction  that  the  slogan  of  your  company  is  'The  Public  Be  Pleased,' 
then  you  are  in  step  with  its  ideals,  its  policies  and  the  size  of  the  net  it  requires  to 
keep  on  paying  you  in  four  figures  each  week.  To  serve  our  patrons  successful'y 
is  to  win  success — and  option  renewals,  although  it's  true  that's  been  done  with 
flops — in  this  company. 

"The  patron  is  the  judge." 


l( 


NATl  CHAINS  MAY  COMPETE  AMONG  SELVES, 
BUT  CAN'T  DIRECT  MOVES  AT  INDEPENDENTS 


Dry  Weather  Dries  Boxoffices 

New  York — Rain  means  business  at  the  boxoflice  and  without  a downpour 
theatre  grosses  suffer. 

This  is  the  hue  and  cry  of  local  exhibitors  as  they  checked  up  on  the  local 
drought,  declared  to  be  the  worst  July  since  1871.  Figures  in  the  Farmer's  Journal 
are  cited  and  exhibitors  add  that,  since  the  World's  Fair  opened,  there  has  not  been 
a rainy  weekend. 

All  told,  they  say  there  probably  has  never  been  a summer  like  the  current  one. 
Some  of  the  independent  exhibitors  who  contemplated  closing  theatres  have  held 
off  hoping  for  a break  in  the  weather  and  are  now  sorry  they  did  not  darken  many 
houses  rather  than  keep  them  operating  on  useless  hopes. 

Neely  Bill  Passage  in  Senate 
Finds  Distributors  Unruffled 


Company  Counsel  Watch 
Field  Plans  to  Avoid 
Breach  of  Agreement 

New  York — Major  circuits,  if  they  so  de- 
sire, may  build  in  opposition  to  themselves 
but  may  not  under  any  circumstances 
construct  new  theatres  in  direct  competi- 
tion to  independent  operators  under  the 
agreement  reached  between  film  company 
attorneys  and  Thurman  Arnold,  head  of 
the  anti-trust  division,  Boxoffice  learns. 
The  agreement,  it  is  further  understood, 
continues  until  the  government’s  all-indus- 
try suit  is  disposed  of  in  federal  court. 

Counsel  for  producer-distributor-exhibi- 
tors are  closely  watching  all  plans  proposed 
by  executives  of  their  companies  and  part- 
ners in  the  field  so  as  not  to  violate  the 
agreement.  Where  plans  for  new  theatres 
are  approved  by  counsel,  notification  is 
immediately  sent  to  the  department  of  jus- 
tice in  Washington. 

Under  the  agreement,  major  circuits  are 
not  prevented  from  expanding  into  locali- 
ties where  new  real  estate  developments 
are  in  the  making.  Also,  it  is  stated,  new 
theatres  may  be  built  to  replace  structures 
regarded  as  dilapidated  and  beyond  re- 
modeling, or  to  acquire  a new  theatre  be- 
ing built  to  take  the  place  of  a house  to 
be  dropped  from  the  circuit’s  roster.  In 
this  connection,  particularly,  the  cardinal 
point  involved  is  that  product  must  not 
be  taken  away  from  existing  independent 
runs. 

Such  is  the  case  of  Loew’s  who  recently 
ly  signed  a long-term  lease  for  the  2,000- 
seat  project  planned  by  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Co.  in  a new  Bronx  development 
on  the  site  of  the  Old  Catholic  Protectory. 

Blank  Erecting  One 

A.  H.  Blank,  head  of  Tri-States  and 
Central  States,  Paramount  affiliate,  while 
in  New  York,  stated  he  has  under  con- 
struction a 900-seat  theatre  at  Rock  Is- 
land, 111.,  which,  when  completed  the  end 
of  October,  will  augment  his  Fort  Arm- 
strong and  Spencer.  He  explained  the  new 
theatre  is  designed  to  take  care  of  the 
increasing  population.  The  new  house 
will  make  92  for  the  two  circuits  he  op- 
erates and  cost  about  $100,000. 

Charles  Skouras,  Fox  West  Coast  operat- 
ing head,  recently  announced  two  new  the- 
atres for  the  circuit.  In  addition,  Roy 
Himt  recently  built  and  opened  the  De 
Anza,  a 978-seat  house  at  Riverside,  Cal., 
in  conjunction  with  FWC,  which  has  the 
Golden  State  and  Riverside  in  the  town. 
The  Rosenberg  Brothers,  Mike  and  Al, 
partners  of  FWC,  are  building  a 1,200- 
seater  at  Santa  Rosa  for  a mid-September 
opening.  The  records  do  not  show  a FWC 
house  in  this  town. 

Fox  Midwest,  another  subsidiary  of  Na- 
tional Theatres  and  headed  by  E.  C.  Rho- 
den, has  the  DeGraw  at  Brookfield,  Mo., 
and  has  leased  the  new  700-seat  structure 


being  built  by  C.  Yancey.  At  Portland, 
Ore  , Frank  Newman  of  Evergreen  States 
is  planning  a new  house  to  supplement 
the  nine  in  the  city.  FWC  also  opened  a 
new  theatre  recently  at  Great  Falls.  Mont., 
where  the  circuit  operates  the  Liberty, 
Rainbow,  Alcazar  and  Grand. 

Operating  the  Ohio  and  Plaza  in  San- 
dusky, Ohio.  Warners  are  reported  nego- 
tiating for  a site  for  another  theatre. 

Other  Paramount  affiliates  are  active 
in  new  construction  in  the  south  where 
Sparks  Florida  Tlieatres  announce  plans 

(Continued  on  page  24) 


"There  Was  No  Memo" 
Says  Cole 

New  York — "If  I had  known  Robert 
J.  O'Donnell  either  wanted  to,  or  was 
ready  to,  speak  at  Minneapolis,  he 
would  hove  had  the  floor  beyond  all 
doubt  and  no  questions  would  have 
been  asked.  He  is  a bright  speaker 
and  would  have  made  an  interesting 
talk." 

So  declares  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  presi- 
dent of  Allied,  in  refuting  the  charge 
made  in  "Notes  to  You"  on  July  15 
that  O'Donnell  had  been  brushed  off 
because  he  had  gone  to  the  Minne- 
apolis convention  for  the  specific  pur- 
pose of  answering  the  assertion  Inter- 
state, of  which  he  is  general  manager, 
had  forced  about  23  independent  Texas 
theatres  to  close  or  to  sell  out  to  pro- 
ducer-controlled or  affiliated  chains. 

Cole  denies  there  existed  any  memo- 
randum reminding  him  of  the  order  of 
speakers.  BOXOFFICE  had  declared 
such  a memorandum  existed  and  that 
on  it  appeared  the  name  of  O'Donnell 
who  was  slated  to  follow  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall. 


New  York — No  concern  over  the  Sen- 
ate’s action  on  the  Neely  Bill  is  apparent 
in  distributor  headquarters.  It  is  pointed 
out  that  at  about  the  same  time  last  year 
the  Senate  voted  unanimously  for  the  bill 
which  later  died  in  the  House.  The  Sen- 
ate action  took  place  during  the  Allied  con- 
vention in  Pittsburgh  in  1938  when  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales  manager 
and  a pivotal  figure  in  the  trade  practice 
negotiations,  urged  Allied  to  sit  down  and 
negotiate  with  distributors  on  a code. 

The  feeling  in  home  offices  here  is  that, 
since  the  unanimous  vote  by  the  Senate 
last  year,  considerable  opposition  to  the 
Neely  bill  has  cropped  up  with  28  votes 
against  it  in  the  last  tally. 

While  speculation  is  rife  as  to  what 
would  happen  in  the  event  the  bill  is  signed 
by  the  President,  the  consensus  of  distribu- 
tor attorney  opinion  is  that  the  trade 
practice  code  would  be  nullified.  It  is 
felt  the  code’s  provisions  would  be  super- 
seded by  the  new  statutes. 

There  are  a number  of  exhibitors  who 
believe  local  boards  could  be  maintained 
for  disposal  of  disputes,  such  as  forcing  of 
shorts,  unreasonable  clearance  and  other 
practices  which  do  not  bear  on  cancella- 
tions and  block  booking. 


No  Nee(d  to  Re-Introduce 
House  Companion  Measure 

Washington — When  the  76th  session  of 
Congress  reconvenes  in  January  it  will  be 
unnecessary  to  reintroduce  the  companion 
measure  to  the  Neely  bill,  which  has  been 
voted  favorably  by  the  Senate  and  is  now 
awaiting  action  by  the  House. 

Little  chance  is  seen  here  for  further 
action  this  year,  a similar  bill  having 
been  pending  in  the  House  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  session.  No  consideration 
has  been  given  the  proposal  by  the  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee, 
headed  by  Representative  Clarence  Lea  of 
California. 


4 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  29,  1939 


50 INDTT  SEATS  TO  ONE  MAJOR  ACQDIRED 
IN  5 YEARS  OF  GOVERNMENT  SUIT  IS  CLAIM 


Major  Lawyer  Says  Gov't 
Figures  Supply  Data;  Are 
Mainly  in  Small  Towns 


What  Constitutes  an  ^ A' Film? 
N.  Y.  Operators  Are  Asking 


New  York — Theatre  expansion  by  inde- 
pendent circuits,  in  point  of  increased  seat- 
ing capacity,  for  the  five  years  covered 
by  the  government’s  all-industry  suit,  has 
been  50  times  greater  than  that  of  the 
combined  five  major  circuits,  a leading 
distributor  attorney  on  the  suit  declares. 

New  seats  for  independent  circuit  op- 
erators jumped  approximately  500,000  dur- 
ing 1933-’38  as  compared  with  about  10,- 
000  for  the  major  circuits,  the  lawyer  con- 
tends. He  further  adds  the  government’s 
own  petition  contains  the  facts,  and  that 
he  has  computed  the  figures  from  the 
theatre  listings  furnished  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice. 

Although  the  general  impression  prevails 
major  circuits  added  numerous  theatres 
throughout  the  five  years  which  would 
bring  the  total  of  new  seats  to  more  than 
10,000,  it  is  explained  that  many  houses, 
for  one  reason  or  another,  have  been 
dropped.  This,  it  is  said,  brings  the  final 
tally  down  to  about  10,000,  and  “not  much 
more.” 

Share  Deals  Included 

Houses  in  which  major  circuits  have  ac- 
quired an  interest  also  are  included,  ac- 
cording to  the  attorney.  Most  of  the  new 
additions  to  the  major  ranks  have  been 
of  the  smaller  variety  and  usually  in  small 
towns,  principally  in  the  midwest  and 
south. 

Major  circuit  expansion  in  the  last  year, 
according  to  the  spokesman,  has  been 
virtually  nil  and  only  a comparatively  few 
theatres  have  been  added,  either  by  ac- 
quisition or  construction. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  there  will  be 
no  consent  decree  is  because  distributors 
owning  theatres  feel  changing  situations 
demand  a free  hand  to  go  into  territories 
being  developed.  One  case  in  point  is  the 
deal  recently  concluded  by  Loew’s  for  a 
new  2,000-seat  theatre  to  be  constructed 
by  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co.  in  a 
new  housing  development  in  the  Bronx. 

Distributor  attorneys  some  months  ago 
explained  their  stand  on  new  theatres  to 
the  government  and  an  agreement  was 
reached  whereby  major  circuits  would  keep 
the  department  of  justice  informed  on 
plans  along  these  lines. 

Attorneys  explain  that  to  agree  on  any 
plan  for  theatre  divorcement  would  be 
another  form  of  consent  decree.  There  has 
been  no  discussions  on  a consent  decree 
and  none  is  expected,  it  is  stated. 

It  is  also  held  that  approximately  90 
per  cent  of  the  complaints  filed  with  the 
department  of  justice  will  be  eliminated 
as  soon  as  the  trade  practice  code  goes  into 
effect.  And,  the  lawyer  goes  on  to  say, 
if  this  can  be  accomplished  there  certainly 
is  no  need  for  a decree.  As  for  the  other 


And  So  He  Waits 
For  Code  Days 

New  York — About  six  months  ago,  an 
important  independent  circuit  in  the 
east  signed  a three-year  franchise  with 
a major  company.  The  deal  was  con- 
cluded before  the  first  of  the  year.  Re- 
cently the  film  buyer  asked  the  sales 
manager  of  the  film  company  if  he 
would  get  the  benefits  of  the  code  pro- 
visions. He  was  told  they  would  not 
apply. 

But  the  independent  operator  is 
waiting  until  the  code  becomes  an  in- 
dustry document.  Then  he  will  again 
make  a request  for  the  code  benefits. 
He  is  certain  he  will  get  them,  he  says, 
because  arbitration  in  his  situations 
will  mean  little  or  nothing  unless  he 
becomes  a party  to  the  proceedings. 

And  to  make  voluntary  arbitration 
effective,  the  theatre  head  adds,  the 
cooperation  of  every  exhibitor  is  defi- 
nitely needed. 


10  per  cent  of  the  complaints,  every  in- 
dustry has  that  and  more,  he  asserts. 

Another  reason  why  distributors  will  not 
enter  into  a consent  arrangement  with  the 
government  is  that  the  industry  will  have 
no  say  over  what  is  to  go  into,  or  stay  out, 
of  the  decree,  which  would  be  tantamount 
to  the  government  laying  down  a special 
list  of  “don’ts,”  which  cannot  be  veered 
from  without  the  possibility  of  facing 
subsequent  suits. 

Anyway,  it  is  stated  with  emphasis,  the 
industry  is  anxious  to  go  ahead  with  the 
government  suit  and  once  and  for  all  know 
where  it  stands  legally  on  the  question  now 
being  brought  up  “as  unfair  trade  practices 
and  violations  of  the  Sherman  act.” 


New  York — A large  segment  of  local  in- 
dependent operators  say  they  want  dis- 
tributors to  make  provision  in  the  fifth 
revised  trade  practice  draft  for  settling 
disputes  over  what  constitutes  an  “A”  pic- 
ture. 

It  is  their  contention  that  no  one  com- 
pany really  intends  to  deliver  from  20  to 
25  “A”  pictures,  although  most  distribu- 
tors are  selling  that  many.  It  is  their 
further  claim  no  one  company  can  pro- 
duce, or  has  ever  produced,  20  to  25  “A” 
pictures  in  one  season. 

Such  a procedure,  the  independents  say, 
leads  to  wholesale  switching.  They  say  ex- 
perience has  taught  them  many  inferior 
pictures  are  shot  into  the  “A”  category 
when  this  bracket  needs  filling  out. 

“We  want  the  distributors  to  tell  us  in 
advance  the  titles  of  the  ‘A’  lineup,”  a 
prominent  independent  exhibitor  states. 
“And  we  want  these  pictures  determined 
on  their  merit.  As  matters  stand,  we  are 
forced  to  play  a pictm’e  as  an  ‘A’  for  no 
other  reason  that  it  is  claimed  to  have  cost 
more  than  it  should  have,  although  its 
drawing  power  is  nil. 

“Then  we  are  offered  a picture  that  ad- 
mittedly cost  very  little,  but  which  we 
know  is  mopping  up.  That’s  the  picture 
we  want  as  an  ‘A’  and  not  the  one  that 
the  producers  couldn’t  control  the  cost  on, 
and  which  also  is  doing  a nose  dive.  In 
other  words,  we  want  to  be  sold  ‘A’  pic- 
tures on  their  drawing  power,  not  on  what 
they  cost.” 

Charging  it  is  an  affront  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  exhibitors  for  distributors  to 
announce  20  to  25  “A”  films,  independent 
operators  claim  they  have  so  declared 
themselves  and  have  been  assured  by  ex- 
change managers  that  differences  of  opin- 
ion over  the  designation  of  a given  “A” 
picture  “will  be  taken  care  of”  at  the 
proper  time. 


The  Justice  Dep't  Won^t  Comment 
On  Code:  Wary  of  Boomerangs 

Washington — While  no  one  will  officially  comment,  the  reason  Thurman  Arnold 
will  not  discuss  the  trade  practice  agreements  submitted  by  distributors  is  because 
cooperation  of  this  kind  in  other  fields  boomeranged  on  the  department  of  justice 
several  years  ago. 

When  Col.  William  Donovan  was  in  Washington  about  six  years  ago,  opinions 
were  furnished  by  the  department.  Then  months  or  years  later  when  the  depart- 
ment sought  to  bring  action  because  of  violations,  defendants  raised  the  roof,  de- 
claring an  agreement  had  been  submitted  and  passed  favorably  upon  by  Wash- 
ington. 

Hence,  rather  than  stick  out  its  chin,  the  department  is  playing  safe,  accepting 
copies  of  trade  practice  agreements  for  what  they  are  worth,  but  without  the  benefit 
of  advice  or  comment. 
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ARBITRATION  BOARD  FORMULA  NOW  ABOUT  SET; 
FINISHES  FIFTH,  MAYBE  HNAL,  CODE  DRAH 

Plan  for  Machinery  Also  Kuykeudall  Foresess  Documezit 

Discussed;  to  Counsel 

For  Seven  Majors  Oil  tllB  hy  AuffUSt  9 


New  York — Distributors  are  set  on  the 
fifth,  and  what  is  hoped  to  be  the  final, 
trade  practice  draft,  having  completed 
discussions  during  the  week  on  revisions 
in  the  personnel  for  clearance  and  zoning 
boards.  It  has  been  the  contention  of  dis- 
tributors that  they  have  a right  to  be 
represented  on  these  boards  because  clear- 
ance is  as  much  a part  of  the  contract  and 
subject  to  negotiation  as  film  rental  terms. 

Following  a two-day  meeting  early  in 
the  week  with  sales  managers,  William  P. 
Rodgers,  distributor  sub-committee  chair- 
man, turned  over  the  proposals  to  various 
company  attorneys  to  phrase  in  simple 
language.  Two  clauses  on  the  arbitration 
setup  were  written  by  the  lawyers,  the 
essence  of  which  is  contained  in  the  new 
draft.  The  fifth  draft  is  scheduled  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  exhibitor  groups  which 
negotiated  the  trade  practices  by  Monday 
or  Tuesday,  the  latest. 

A plan  for  setting  up  the  machinery  by 
which  the  code  will  function  also  has  been 
discussed  by  Rodgers,  following  the  com- 
pletion of  the  arbitration  formula.  How- 
ever, it  is  pointed  out,  the  date  when  the 
code  becomes  operative  is  contingent  on 
the  immediate  reaction  to  the  new  arbi- 
tration setup  from  the  various  theatre- 
owning bodies.  Following  local  adoption 
of  the  code,  the  task  of  setting  up  boards 
will  then  begin,  following  which  secre- 
taries will  be  appointed  with  the  approval 
of  the  entire  boards.  Dates  for  meetings 
will  be  decided  by  the  boards  for  each 
territory. 

Kuykendall  Informed 

E.  L.  Kuykendall,  president  of  the 
MPTOA,  already  has  been  informed  by 
Rodgers  of  the  latest  arbitration  changes. 
Max  A.  Cohen  and  his  New  York  Allied 
committee  met  at  the  former’s  office 
Tuesday  with  Col.  H.  A.  Cole.  A later 
session  was  held  with  Rodgers,  but  with- 
out Cole  who  continues  apathetic  on  the 
code.  This  meeting  was  the  result  of  local 
Allied’s  recent  resolution  to  continue  nego- 
tiations on  the  code. 

However,  Rodgers  has  insisted  there  will 
be  no  changes,  except  revisions  on  arbitra- 
tion made  this  week.  This  goes  for  Allied 
of  New  York  or  any  other  groups.  Once 
the  arbitration  provisions,  as  modified,  are 
approved  by  the  majority  of  the  exhibitor 
bodies  which  sat  in  on  the  original  nego- 
tiations with  distributors  the  code  will  be 
ready  to  be  put  into  operation. 


Echoes  National  Stand 

Boston  — Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc., 
local  Allied  unit,  echoed  the  stand  of  its 
parent  body  by  voting  to  reject  the  code 
in  its  entirety. 


Code  Administrator 
Still  Likely 

New  York — Although  nothing  further 
thus  far  has  developed  insofar  as  a 
code  administrator  is  concerned,  indi- 
cations are  one  will  be  named  as  soon 
as  arbitration  machinery  is  finalized 
and  placed  in  operation. 

Such  an  administrator,  as  exclusively 
published  in  BOXOFFICE,  would  re- 
lieve the  sales  heads  who  have  been 
working  on  the  code  for  more  than  a 
year  of  the  considerable  detail  which 
will  trail  the  pact  in  operation. 

Spikes  Booking  Shift 
Los  Angeles  Report 

New  York — Reports  from  Los  Angeles 
that  a product  split  might  cause  realign- 
ment of  a long  standing  booking  arrange- 
ment involving  the  Paramount,  Warner’s 
Hollywood  and  RKO’s  Pantages  are  denied 
by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount’s  west- 
ern division  manager. 

“'There’s  nothing  to  it,’’  was  Reagan’s 
reaction  when  told  the  report  contemplated 
the  Paramount  product  day  and  date  with 
the  Warner  in  Hollywood. 

To  spike  the  report  permanently,  Reagan 
refers  to  the  10-year  franchise,  a renewal 
of  a five-year  pact  that  expires  in  Sep- 
tember, with  the  Paramount  in  Los  An- 
geles. He  said  the  franchise  has  been  con- 
cluded and  will  probably  be  signed  next 
week. 


New  York — The  final,  revised  and  “com- 
plete” trade  practice  draft  will  be  avail- 
able for  those  who  want  it  by  August  9. 
With  it  will  be  designations  where  the 
first  arbitration  board  would  start  func- 
tioning and  a “definite  outline”  as  to  how 
the  board  personnel  would  be  selected. 

Such  assurances  were  given  to  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, MPTOA  president,  by  William  F. 
Rodgers,  spokesman  for  the  distributors’ 
negotiating  committee,  after  the  two  men 
wound  up  three  brief  meetings,  initiated 
by  Kuykendall  to  urge  an  early  date  for 
the  draft’s  completion.  The  last  session  was 
held  Tuesday,  following  which  Kuyken- 
dall returned  to  his  home  in  Columbus, 
Miss. 

The  MPTOA  head  declared  the  most 
recently  revised  code  will  be  more  accept- 
able than  those  previously  issued,  but  still 
falls  short  of  the  expectancies  of  his  or- 
ganization. Nevertheless,  he  added,  thea- 
tre owners  wiU  benefit  from  its  provisions. 

Declining  to  go  into  detail,  he  observed 
the  arbitration  clause  has  been  improved 
upon,  with  several  of  the  “bugs”  having 
been  deleted,  making  it  “better  languaged” 
and  more  easily  understood  by  the  lay- 
man. 

The  distributors’  committee  continued 
to  work  on  the  draft  all  week  and  ap- 
peared to  have  surmounted  the  objections 
voiced  by  Kuykendall  and  Harry  Brandt, 
ITOA  of  New  York  president.  A spokes- 
man suggested  the  document  might  be 
ready  for  distribution  before  August  9.  On 
that  date  the  Southeastern  Theatre  Own- 
ers Ass’n  will  meet  in  Atlanta.  Kuyken- 
dall feels  the  group  may  take  formal  ac- 
tion if  the  provisions  measure  up  as  repre- 
sented to  him  during  his  conversations 
with  Rodgers. 


All-Time  High  in  Trust  Suits 

New  York — Considered  by  distributor  legal  circles  to  be  an  all-time  high  for  the 
period  was  the  initiation  of  three  anti-trust  suits  against  majors  within  one  week. 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  Houston,  Tex.,  and  Baltimore,  Md.,  are  the  locales. 

The  Birmingham  action  names  six  distributors,  excepting  Universal  and  Colum- 
bia, as  well  as  Muscle  Shoals  Theatres,  Inc.,  and  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co.  M. 
M.  Buchanan,  the  plaintiff,  operating  in  Athens,  Ala.,  charges  the  defendants  with 
conspiring  to  monopolize  product  to  his  detriment.  He  wants  $100,000  damages. 

Seeking  $17,366  damages  is  the  suit  filed  in  Houston  by  Joy  Amusement  Co. 
against  Interstate,  Horwitz  Theatres,  seven  majors,  except  Universal  and  Republic 
Pictures  Corp.  of  Texas.  Joy  alleges  the  defendants  conspired  to  prevent  acquisi- 
tion of  suitable  product. 

All  majors,  excepting  RKO,  are  defendants,  as  well  as  Frank  H.  Durkee  Enter- 
prises and  Durkee  officers  in  the  action  brought  in  Baltimore  by  Leo  Homand,  vice- 
president  of  Westway  Theatre,  Inc.  Homand  charges  the  distributor  defendants 
agreed  to  give  the  Edgewood,  Durkee  unit,  14  days'  protection  over  the  Westway. 
Homand  is  demanding  day  and  date  availability. 
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the  blood  • pounding  story  of  a 
coward,  tus  three  friends  and  the  girl 
he  loved. 


Kipling's  famous  Fuzzy  Wuzzies, 
fiercest  of  African  waniors,  fighting  on 
a battlefield  ten  miles  wide. 


four  white  feathers  that  sent  him 
into  a thousand  perils  to  seek  re- 
demption. 


1,800  camels  in  a frenzied  stam- 
pede on  the  white  man's  strong- 
hold. 


Lord  Kitchener's  roaring  victory  at 
Obdurman  photographed  in  actual  loca- 
tions with  flaming  realism. 


the  horrors  of  the  fanatical  Mahdi's 
hideous  torture  chambers  never  before 
revealed. 


8,000  savage  Dervishes  filmed  for 
the  first  time  with  every  detail  of  their 
crael  warfare. 


4,000  natives  pulling  flatboats  up  the 
treacherous  cataracts  of  the  Nile. 


~ actual  locations  in  the  remote  interi- 

ors of  the  Egyptian  Sudan  where  the 
camera  could  only  penetrate  by  plane. 


EVERYTHING  REAL!  EVERYTHING  TAKEN  IN  ACTUAL 
LOCALES!  SIGHT  AFTER  SIGHT  THAT  THRILL- HUNGRY 
AUDIENCES  HAVE  NEVER  SEEN  BEFORE! 


I 


n.  S.  BILL  TO  MAKE  CORPORATIONS,  OFFICERS 
LIABLE  FOR  ANTI-TRDST  ACTS  FACES  HDRBLES 


Senate  May  Defer  Study 
Until  Next  Session; 

No  Action  Yet 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington  — Apparently  cold  to  the 
plea  of  Thurman  Arnold,  assistant  at- 
torney general,  that  the  legislation  is 
desired  that  the  government  may  cope 
with  monopoly  conditions  in  the  film  and 
oil  industries,  the  Senate  is  seen  as  de- 
ferring until  next  year  its  consideration  of 
the  bill  introduced  by  Senator  Joseph  C. 
O’Mahoney  (Dem.,  Wyo.),  to  make  corpo- 
rations and  their  officers  and  directors 
financially  responsible  for  anti-trust  vio- 
lations. 

So  far,  no  action  has  been  taken  on 
the  bill  and,  in  view  of  the  undisguised  de- 
sire of  members  to  reach  an  adjournment, 
it  is  not  likely  to  be  taken  up  this  session, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  hear- 
ings will  undoubtedly  be  demanded  before 
the  bill  is  reported. 

The  measure  is  included  in  a monopoly- 
legislation program  developed  by  the  de- 
partment of  justice  and  the  patent  office, 
and  representing  the  first  results  of  the 
lengthy  investigation  of  monopoly  which 
is  being  conducted  by  the  temporary  na- 
tional economic  committee,  of  which  Sen- 
ator O’Mahoney  is  chairman. 

Companion  Measures 

Companion  measures  to  the  O’Mahoney 
proposal  are  bills  drafted  by  the  patent 
office,  limiting  over-all  patent  protection 
to  20  years  from  the  date  of  filing  of  the 
application  and  establishing  a special  court 
to  hear  all  infringement  and  other  patent 
suits. 

The  patent-limitation  bill  is  designed  to 
eliminate  the  present  practice  of  filing 
“amendments”  one  after  the  other,  to 
lengthen  the  period  in  which  the  patent 
application  is  pending — but  during  which 
the  applicant  has  protection — and  pro- 
vides that  a patent  shall  be  put  through 
within  three  years  and  shall  apply  for 
17  years  thereafter.  The  bill  was  an  out- 
growth of  disclosures  before  the  TNEC 
that  some  concerns  had  been  able  to  se- 
cure long-term  protection  by  this  method, 
one  company  for  44  years. 

Establishment  of  a patents  court  will 
eliminate  the  possibilities  of  a patent  hold- 
er bringing  suits  for  infringement,  one 
after  the  other,  in  several  jurisdictions, 
wth  all  the  suits  based  on  the  same 
grounds,  thus  keeping  a competitor  in  liti- 
gation over  a period  of  expensive  years 
with  naturally  resultant  higher  prices  to 
the  consumers,  who  in  the  last  analysis 
must  pay  the  lawyers’  fees. 

A number  of  other  measures  also  will 
be  included  in  the  legislative  program  to 
prohibit  the  use  of  patents  for  restraint 
of  trade,  together  with  a federal  trade 
commission  proposal  that  corporations  be 


Missouri  Trust  Suit 
Dodge  Data  Due 

New  York — Efforts  by  Harry  C.  Ar- 
thur jr.  to  ward  off  filing  of  an  anti-trust 
suit  by  the  attorney  general  in  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.,  during  the  trial  of  the  criminal 
proceedings  against  major  companies  four 
years  ago  will  be  revealed  by  the  head  of 
the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  in  the  fall 
when  his  suit  against  John  A.  Leahy  sr. 
and  two  of  his  associates,  Lambert  E.  Wal- 
ther  and  Harold  P.  Hecker,  is  tried  in  the 
St.  Louis  courts. 

Arthur  is  seeking  to  recover  $42,000  al- 
leged to  have  been  paid  the  three  at- 
torneys for  legal  fees  in  connection  with 
the  anti-trust  cases.  Many  facts,  un- 
known to  the  trade  and  relating  to  the 
various  anti-trust  actions,  will  be  aired  at 
the  forthcoming  trial. 

In  the  petition,  the  plaintiffs  allege  F&M 
agreed  to  pay  an  additional  fee  of  $25,000 
to  James  P.  Aylward,  Kansas  City  attor- 
ney and  Democratic  party  leader  in  Mis- 
souri, after  they  had  been  informed  the 
Jefferson  City  action  could  not  be  dis- 
missed until  the  fee  was  paid.  However, 
the  suit  was  withdrawn  after  an  equity 
suit  was  settled  out  of  court  in  New  York 
between  Russell  Hardy,  representing  the 
government,  and  major  distributor  coun- 
sel. The  local  fedex’al  court  approved  the 
settlement.  This  was  necessary  because 
RKO,  one  of  the  defendants,  was  in  re- 
ceivership. 


prohibited  from  acquiring  the  assets  as 
well  as  the  stock  of  competitors. 

The  O’Mahoney  bill,  however,  is  seen  in 
Washington  as  the  backbone  of  the  new 
legislative  drive  against  monopoly. 

Holding  the  theory  that  the  present 
penalties  of  the  law  are  inadequate.  Sen- 
ator O’Mahoney  would  place  responsibility 
for  violations  of  the  anti-trust  statutes 
upon  the  officers  and  directors  of  corpora- 
tions, and  the  bill  provides  that  they  may 
be  made  subject  to  forfeiture  of  twice 
the  amount  of  their  compensation  for  each 
month  during  which  a violation  occurred 
and  may  also  be  enjoined  from  rendering 
any  service  to  their  corporation  or  receiv- 
ing any  compensation  therefrom  for  from 
90  days  to  permanently. 

The  violating  corporation  itself  would  be 
subject  to  forfeiture  of  twice  the  amount 
of  its  total  net  income  for  each  month 
during  which  a violation  occurred. 

Senator  O’Mahoney  pointed  out  that  the 
imprisonment  penalties  of  the  law  are  sel- 
dom imposed  because  the  public  does  not 
consider  an  economic  offense  in  the  same 
category  with  an  ordinary  criminal  offense 
involving  moral  turpitude,  while  the  rela- 
tively small  fines  provided  are  of  little 
moment  to  large  corporations. 

To  large  extent,  it  was  represented  by 


Mainly  of  Value  Against 
Motion  Picture  and 
Oil  Industries 

the  department  of  justice,  the  new  legisla- 
tion will  be  of  value  against  the  motion 
picture  and  oil  industries,  allegedly  two 
“sore  spots”  in  the  monopoly  picture.  Be- 
cause of  the  concentration  of  business  in 
both  industries  in  the  hands  of  a few 
huge  corporations,  the  civil  penalties  would 
be  a drastic  price  to  pay  for  law  viola- 
tions. 

“At  present,  the  sole  civil  remedy  worth 
mentioning  available  to  the  department  of 
justice  is  an  action  in  equity  to  enjoin 
a violation  or  threatened  violation  of  the 
anti-trust  laws,”  it  was  pointed  out  by 
Senator  O’Mahoney  in  discussing  this  sub- 
ject in  his  recent  preliminary  report  on 
the  TNEC  investigation. 

“Because  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  ex- 
isting civil  remedies,  the  department  of 
justice  has  in  effect  been  confronted  by  a 
choice  between  ineffectual  administration 
and  criminal  enforcement.  In  conse- 
quence, the  department  has  adopted  the 
criminal  proceeding  as  its  normal  pro- 
cedure against  violations  of  the  anti-trust 
laws.  This  course,  while  the  best  available 
to  the  department,  is  not  entirely  satis- 
factory. 

“With  appropriate  civil  remedies,  a court 
can  take  into  account  considerations  which 
make  the  criminal  procedure  inequitable 
and  give  appropriate  relief  at  the  end  of 
the  trial. 

“Thus  the  adding  of  suitable  civil  rem- 
edies to  the  anti-trust  procedure  will  create 
an  enforcement  method  which,  in  the  ordi- 
nary case  not  involving  moral  turpitude, 
is  not  only  fairer  but  more  effective.” 


Says  Six  Months  Necessary 
For  Miami  Clearance 

Miami — Complete  clearance  in  this  area 
could  not  be  achieved  in  less  than  five 
months,  possibly  six,  according  to  W.  R. 
Lynch,  general  manager  of  Paramount 
Enterprises.  This  was  brought  out  in 
Lynch’s  deposition  taken  by  plaintiffs’  at- 
toi’neys  in  connection  with  the  anti-trust 
suit  brought  by  the  Cameo  and  Surf, 
against  Paramount  and  major  distributors. 

The  custom  in  Miami  for  many  years, 
he  declared,  has  been  to  secm-e  exclusive 
exhibition  rights  for  a given  length  of  time, 
with  contracts  varying  from  140  to  150 
days.  He  observed  that  the  average  period 
required  for  clearance  on  Miami  Beach  is 
eight  weeks. 

Neither  Lynch  nor  his  brother  S.  A. 
Lynch,  president  of  Paramount  Enter- 
prises, owns  any  stock  in  the  local  circuit, 
the  general  manager  said.  All  of  the 
stock,  he  added,  is  held  by  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, Inc. 
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IT  WAS  in  his  "three  mirrors" 
speech,  tying  together  the  func- 
tion of  the  press,  radio  and  the  film 
that  Will  H.  Hays,  talking  over  the 
air  to  the  recent  convention  of  the 
National  Association  of  Broadcasters, 
significantly  remarked: 

'The  screen  . . . has  no  vested 

rights.  It  must  conform  to  public  de- 
mands, public  taste,  and  the  public's 
sense  of  decency  and  goodness  in 
entertainment.  It  is  a true  child  of 
democracy  . . . The  freedom  of  the 
screen  which  must  be  retained  is  not 
only  the  proper  liberty  of  the  creators, 
but  freedom  to  the  universal  public 
which  they  serve.  The  underlying 
philosophy  of  the  self-regulation  in 
the  motion  picture  industry  always 
has  been  and  is  based  on  developing 
the  greatest  measure  of  liberty  for  the 
public  to  choose  its  entertainment 
from  the  variety  of  themes  posed  by 
life  or  created  by  literature.” 

Entertainment  from  the  variety  of 
themes  posed  by  life  or  created  by 
literature.  Once  more,  in  the  say- 
ing, Hays,  as  he  did  once  before  in 
his  last  annual  report,  sounds  a key- 
note in  consonance  with  the  times. 
Are  the  make-believers  in  Holly- 
wood paying  any  attention? 

Eye  to  Washington 

There  was  a pointed  something 
else  in  the  self-regulation  topic  that 
went  beyond  the  manner  in  which 
the  industry  has  been  applying  it. 
At  no  point  did  Hays  mention  the 
government  suit,  yet  actually  he  re- 
ferred to  it  and  thereby  reflected  the 
opinions  of  his  major  company  mem- 
bership with: 

"Of  course,  self-regulation  of  busi- 
ness is  the  American  way.  No  one 
would  suggest  that  legislation  yield 
its  power  to  interpose  upon  business 
reasonable  conditions,  clearly  in  the 
public  interest.  Business  has  pro- 
gressed in  spirit  as  well  as  method,  in 
conscience  as  well  as  complexity. 
The  American  business  man  today  is 
entitled,  on  the  basis  of  his  proved 
intelligence  and  recognition  of  com- 
munity interests,  to  reasonable  free- 
dom at  the  hands  of  government — 
freedom  to  work  out  the  problems  that 
are  equally  germane  to  the  legitimate 
successful  operation  of  business  and 
to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  every 
working  man  and  every  workingman's 
family.  I urge  that  the  method  em- 
ployed shall  be  such  as  to  cause  the 
result  to  coincide  with  the  intent.  I 
ask  for  reasonable  freedom  for  Ameri- 
can business  to  keep  abreast  of 
changing  conditions  and  to  erect  a 
more  stable  edifice  of  prosperity.” 


ONE  of  the  titles  in  "Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips,"  reads; 

"We  wish  to  acknowledge  here 
our  gratitude  to  the  late  Irving  Thal- 
berg  whose  inspiration  illuminates 
the  picture  of  'Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.'  " 
With  it  are  the  names  of  James 
Hilton,  Victor  Saville,  Sam  Wood, 
Sidney  Franklin,  R.  C.  Sherriff,  Clau- 
dine  West  and  Eric  Maschwitz.  Thus, 
for  the  first  time,  the  name  of  Thal- 
berg  appears  on  a film.  This  is  how 
it  came  about: 

The  Hilton  novel  was  originally 
purchased  by  Irving.  An  expression 
of  appreciation  for  Thalberg's  under- 
standing, ultimately  dropped  by  Hil- 
ton, reached  Norma  Shearer  who 
specifically  asked  that  her  husband's 
name  be  used  on  the  finished  prod- 
uct. The  request  was  immediately 
granted. 

Vital  Iniormation 

In  the  cause  of  easy  columning, 
this  places  the  typewriter  in  some 
slight  debt  to  the  Warner  publicity 
department: 

"Ann  Sheridan,  the  Hollywood 
'oomph'  girl,  today  was  selected  by 
Philco  television  engineers  as  the 
movie  star  'perfect  for  television.'  She 
has  'Televoomph'l 

" 'Miss  Sheridan,'  the  engineers 
pointed  out  in  an  announcement  by 
Radio  Mirror  Magazine,  'has  a super- 
abundance of  telegenic  qualities.'  In 
other  words,  her  much  publicized 
screen  'oomph'  registers  on  the  tele- 
vision kilocycles  like  a ton  of  bricks." 

Thought  you  might  want  to  know. 

Double  Talk 

From  "The  Nation": 

"Italian  film  critics  recently  received 
this  notice  from  the  government:  'It 
is  absolutely  untrue  that  we  want  the 
critique  to  be  abolished  . . . We  don’t 
ask  the  critique  to  make  a bad  Italian 
film  look  good,  but  while  the  right 
praise  must  not  be  spared  on  good 
films,  for  the  bad  ones  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  avoid  a true  critique.'  ” 

Take  It  Slowly 

From  the  Paramount  press  de- 
partment; 

" 'Rulers  of  the  Sea'  has  been  set 
as  title  for  the  Paramount  picture 
formerly  known  as  'Ruler  of  the 
Seas.'  " 
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OUR  LEADING 
JiCITIZEN” 


ONE  OF  OUR  LEADING  EXHIBITORS 
PRAISES  “OUR  LEADING  CITIZEN”. . . 


PERCENTAGE  DEALS  SWING  TO  SLIDING  SCALE 
ARRANGEMENT;  MANY  THEATREMEN  GO  FOR  IT 


Tax  Case  Based  on 
Merger  in  Balance 

Washington — Final  decision  as  to  wheth- 
er the  government’s  tax  claims  against 
20th  Century-Fox  officers  shall  be  pressed 
by  civil  or  criminal  proceedings  is  ex- 
pected to  be  reached  in  the  near  future  by 
the  department  of  justice  following  another 
conference  this  week  between  department 
officials  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  William 
Goetz  and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck. 

The  tax  controversy  revolves  around 
trust  fimds  set  up  by  the  three  film  exec- 
utives to  which  allegedly  were  transferred 
profits  from  certain  film  transactions  in 
connection  with  the  20th  Century-Fox 
merger,  and  is  one  of  several  matters  on 
the  coast  on  which  actions  are  expected 
to  be  brought,  probably  in  September. 

It  has  been  disclosed  by  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Frank  Mui’phy  that  in  the  near  fu- 
ture two  matters  will  be  presented  to 
grand  juries  in  Los  Angeles,  one  an  anti- 
trust proceeding  involving,  but  not  con- 
fined to,  the  West  Coast  Theatres  con- 
sent decree  of  1932  and  the  other  an  in- 
vestigation of  labor  racketeering  involv- 
ing William  Bioff,  former  lATSE  vice- 
president. 

The  anti-trust  situation  on  the  coast 
has  been  under  investigation  for  more 
than  two  years  and,  it  is  reported,  has 
covered  every  phase  of  motion  picture 
industry  operation  in  that  area. 

The  Bioff  case  was  brought  to  Wash- 
ington a year  ago,  when  complaints  were 
filed  with  the  national  labor  relations 
board  that  the  producers  had  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  the  labor  leader  to 
prevent  a CIO  invasion.  It  was  later  sent 
over  to  the  department  of  justice,  which 
has  been  investigating  to  determine  wheth- 
er the  income  tax  returns  of  those  involved 
showed  the  transactions. 


Paramount  Partner  Meets 
Getting  Consideration 

New  York — Meetings  between  the  Para- 
mount theatre  partners  at  regular  inter- 
vals may  be  resumed  in  the  near  future 
if  the  requests  of  some  of  the  field  opera- 
tors carry  sufficient  weight  with  Barney 
Balaban,  president.  One  or  two  of  the 
partners,  including  A.  H.  Blank,  who  oper- 
ates 92  theatres  in  the  Des  Moines  terri- 
tory, have  asked  Balaban  to  again  hold  the 
general  get-together  sessions  of  all  the 
partners  and  chief  bookers  so  as  to  con- 
tinue exchange  ideas  on  operation  and 
policy. 

No  meeting  at  one  point  has  been  held 
for  about  two  years,  although  the  partners 
have  been  making  periodic  trips  to  New 
York  for  home  office  discussions. 


With  Split  Scaled  at  25 
To  40%  Each  Film  on 
Own,  Say  Buyers 

New  York — There  is  a definite  swing  to 
sliding  scale  agreements  on  percentages 
on  new  product  deals,  according  to  thea- 
tre operators,  who  declare  it  is  better  to 
buy  that  way. 

With  percentages  scaled  at  25  to  40  per 
cent,  according  to  the  gross,  film  buyers 
say  each  percentage  picture  is  on  its  own 
with  the  distributor  sharing  to  the  same 
proportion  as  the  theatre  operator. 

The  policy,  it  is  stated,  precludes  book- 
ers from  dating  two  percentage  pictures  on 
the  same  program,  the  plan  being  to  book 
one  percentage  picture  with  a flat  rental 
where  the  top  picture  is  weak.  Where  the 
“big”  pictures  can  stand  on  their  own, 
there  is  usually  no  accompanying  attrac- 
tion. 

National  Theatres  already  has  swung  to 
such  a policy  and  it  is  believed  several 
other  major  circuits  buy  this  way.  Import- 
ant independent  circuits  are  beginning  to 
insist  on  sliding  scales.  One  large  un- 
affiliated circuit  paid  over  $1,000,000  in 
rentals  last  year  which  is  stated  to  be  over 
35  per  cent  of  the  gross.  Rentals  paid  for 
certain  percentage  pictures  were  not 
earned  on  their  own  merits,  it  is  held,  and 
for  this  reason  the  circuit  has  adopted  the 
new  buying  plan. 

M-G-M  is  known  to  favor  sliding  scales, 
believing  its  product  can  earn  more. 
Where  a distributor  usually  books  a per- 
centage film  with  another  percentage  pic- 
ture, the  proportionate  take  on  the  secon- 
dary film  is  less  than  originally  bargained 
for.  Hence,  it  is  stated,  sales  managers  are 
beginning  to  go  for  sliding  scales  now 
where  they  were  looked  upon  with  dis- 
favor years  ago. 

Rowland  to  Supply  Two 
For  Current  UA  List 

New  York — Richard  A.  Rowland  is  un- 
derstood to  have  signed  with  United  Art- 
ists for  two  pictures  on  the  new-season 
h'neup. 


Peskay  Picks  Two, 
And  No  More 

Nev/  York — Priscilla  Lane  and  John 
Garlield  were  the  only  two  screen  per- 
sonalities developed  in  the  last  year 
who  mean  anything  at  the  boxoffice, 
according  to  Edward  Peskay,  head  ol 
Brownlow  Theatres.  The  exhibitor  de- 
clares there  have  been  a lot  of  other 
entries  for  fame,  but  they  have  not  yet 
gotten  over  with  John  Public. 


Sales  Barrage  on 
Independents  Now 

New  York — With  most  of  the  major  cir- 
cuit deals  in  the  final  stages  of  negotia- 
tion or  closed,  distributors  now  are  focus- 
ing their  attention  on  independent  con- 
tracts, offering  the  smaller  houses  the  same 
cancellation  privileges  as  prevailed  for  the 
current  season,  it  is  learned. 

While  all  distributors  at  their  annual 
conventions  have  gone  on  record  to  make 
available  the  code  provisions  in  their  en- 
tirety, sales  executives  and  salesmen  now 
consummating  deals  are  not  putting  any- 
thing in  writing.  However,  they  are  un- 
derstood to  be  making  it  clear  to  their  ac- 
coimts  that,  as  soon  as  the  code  is  ap- 
proved by  local  exhibitor  units,  exhibitors 
will  get  the  benefits  on  a retroactive  basis. 

The  indication  is  that  secretaries  in  the 
32  key  distribution  points  will  notify  ex- 
changes and  home  offices  when  exhibitors 
affix  their  signatures  to  the  code  so  that 
the  accounts  can  take  immediate  advantage 
of  the  benefits  to  be  afforded  under  trade 
practice  formulation. 

Where  franchise  deals  are  set  up  with 
major  circuits,  the  elimination  angle  is 
provided  for  in  the  contracts.  But  dis- 
tributors with  theatre  affiliations  are  on 
record  that  their  circuit  men  will  go  along 
on  the  code. 

Locally,  independent  exhibitors  are  not 
squawking  and  no  reports  have  come  in 
from  the  field  to  the  contrary,  according 
to  distributors.  Advance  indications  are 
that  a majority  of  independents  in  the 
Greater  New  York  area  will  sign  the  code. 

Ask  to  Name  Receiver  for 
Solvent  Theatre  Chain 

Wilmington,  Del. — A bill  of  complaint 
has  been  filed  in  the  court  of  chancery 
here  by  two  California  stockholders  asking 
for  the  appointment  of  a receiver  for  the 
dissolved  Pacific  National  Theatres,  Inc., 
rather  than  appointment  of  directors  as 
trustees  in  dissolution.  The  complainants 
are  W.  Ernest  Choate  and  Margaret  M. 
Stevens,  both  of  San  Diego.  Pacific  Na- 
tional Theatres  was  dissolved  April,  1937. 

No  "Letty  Lynton'  Ruling 
Expected  Before  Fall 

New  York — No  decision  on  M-G-M’s 
appeal  now  before  the  circuit  court  of 
appeals  involving  “Letty  Lynton”  is  ex- 
pected before  the  fall,  despite  the  distribu- 
tor’s desire  for  an  immediate  determina- 
tion. 

The  case  has  been  in  the  courts  since 
June,  1932,  when  Edward  Sheldon  and 
Margaret  Ayres  Barnes,  authors  of  “Dis- 
honored Lady,”  filed  the  infringement 
action. 
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VARNERS 

Made  'Angels'! 


WARNERS 


Made  the  Picture  that  Tops  it! 


WARNERS 


JACK  L.  WARNERl 

in  Charge  of  Product!^ 

I^HAL  B.  WAILIS 

i^Bxeti/five  Producer 

|%AVID  LEWIS 

i^t^Bociofe  Producer 


For  Action! 

For  Fair  Play! 


IT 


HRST  PRE-RELEASE 
EACH  DAWN  I DIE  SMASHES 
AU  N.  Y.  STRAND  RECDRDS! 
SECOND  WEEK  STILL 
HUNDREDS  OVER  ANGELS'! 


(played  Thanksgiving!) 


Suit  Speed-up  Plea 
Delayed  to  August  1 


New  York — Insufficient  notice  by  the 
government  of  its  application  for  a prefer- 
ence on  the  trial  calendar  of  the  all-indus- 
try suit  resulted  in  an  agreement  between 
Paul  Williams,  special  assistant  to  the  at- 
torney general,  and  film  counsel  early  in 
the  week  to  continue  until  August  1 the 
hearing  on  the  motion. 

Five  days  are  usually  granted  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  but  industry  attorneys 
claimed  they  were  only  allowed  two.  The 
local  department  of  justice  mailed  out  the 
notices  July  21,  but  attorneys  did  not  re- 
ceive them  until  July  24  because  of  the 
two-day  weekend.  With  the  lawyers  re- 
ceiving the  notices  on  Monday  they  claim 
they  did  not  have  sufficient  time  to  pre- 
pare for  argument.  The  hearing  now  is 
set  for  10:30  Tuesday  morning  before 
Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox. 

Late  Monday  night,  following  the  con- 
ference with  Williams,  attorneys  of  all 
major  companies  left  for  Philadelphia  for 
the  three-day  arguments  which  began 
July  25  on  the  application  for  a temporary 
injunction  by  Eugene  Mori  of  the  Vine- 
land.  The  distributor  legai  battery  was 
ied  by  Robert  W.  Perkins,  chief  counsel 
for  Warner.  The  Quaker  City  action  is 
against  the  Stanley-Warner  circuit  with 
State  Senator  Harry  Shapiro  representing 
the  plaintiff  in  the  charge  of  “discrimina- 
tion.” 

The  government  is  anxious  to  have  an 
early  trial  date  in  the  ali-industry  suit.  In 
cases  of  ranking  importance  such  as  the 
current  one  against  the  industry,  agree- 
ments usually  are  reached.  However,  in 
the  present  instance  distributors  are  not 
inclined  to  enter  into  further  agreements 
with  the  government. 

Want  Code  Effective  First 

Although  industry  attorneys  hold  they 
are  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  case  Tues- 
day, if  necessary,  having  gathered  the 
necessary  evidence  for  support  of  the  re- 
buttals, the  indication  is  distributors  are 
anxious  to  have  the  code  become  opera- 
tive before  hearings  get  under  way  on  the 
big  suit. 

It  is  believed  once  the  code  is  put  into 
effect  90  per  cent  or  more  of  the  com- 
plaints charged  against  distributors  either 
will  be  alleviated  or  eiiminated  by  the  fair 
trade  practices.  This,  too,  is  seen  as  the 
reason  for  William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager  for  M-G-M  and  sub-com- 
mittee chairman  for  distributors,  to  push 
forward  a feasible  and  equitable  plan,  in 
conformance  with  exhibitors’  suggestions, 
on  the  personnel  for  clearance  and  zoning 
boards.  Such  a plan  neared  completion 
as  the  week  drew  to  a close. 

Acting  as  a disadvantage  in  expediting 
the  code  is  the  fact  that  sales  managers 
find  themselves  in  the  midst  of  important 
circuit  deals  and  making  frequent  trips 
out  of  town.  There  have  been  few  sales 
heads  in  addition  to  Rodgers  who  have  re- 
mained at  their  headquarters  constantly 
in  the  past  few  weeks. 

Williams  was  in  town  all  week.  He  is 
reported  to  be  checking  up  on  additional 
data  for  the  Schine  and  FWC  suits  con- 
templated within  the  next  few  weeks. 


Calls  Quints  Film 
"Delightiul" 

New  York — "Five  Times  Five"  multi- 
plies itself  into  a delightful  treat.  This 
two-reel  RKO  Pathe  presentation  of  the 
Quintuplets  celebrating  their  fifth  an- 
niversary is  a choice  tidbit  for  show- 
men. If  only  for  the  glimpse  afforded  of 
Marie,  Emilie,  Yvonne,  Annette  and 
Cecile  cavorting  around  in  their  nur- 
sery garden  would  this  be  worth  see- 
ing, but,  there  is  a narration  delivered 
by  Alexander  Woollcott  which  is  al- 
most as  entrancing  as  the  Quints.  And 
there  is  a rare  scene  of  Woollcott  sit- 
ting in  the  Quints'  swing.  As  he  de- 
scribes it:  "A  whale  among  the  doves." 
Frederic  Ullmon  jr.  produced  the  sub- 
ject. Frank  Donovan  directed. — Golding. 


Loew  Refinance  Plan 
Details  Completed 


New  York — Loew’s  refinancing  plan  for 
$15,000,000  from  two  insurance  companies 
and  one  bank  has  been  completed  and 
will  give  the  company  an  additional  $8,000,- 
000  in  working  capital,  it  is  learned. 

Under  the  plan,  which  goes  into  effect 
August  1,  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bos- 
ton will  provide  $3,750,000  at  2%  jjer  cent 
for  five  years  and  Equitable  Life  Insur- 
ance Co.  and  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Co.  will  furnish  $11,250,000  at  31/2  per  cent 
for  15  years. 

An  outstanding  bond  issue  of  $7,000,000 
for  Loew’s  Theatres  Realty  Co.  at  six 
per  cent  will  be  retired,  thereby  giving  the 
parent  company  a balance  of  $8,000,000  as 
working  capital. 

David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of  Loew’s,  is  vacationing  in  Maine 
and  is  not  due  back  for  a few  weeks.  Leo- 
pold Friedman,  secretary  of  the  company 
and  general  counsel,  has  been  working  out 
the  details  with  the  First  National  Bank 
and  the  insurance  firms. 


DuPont  New  Quarter  Net 
Tops  Same  '38  Period 

New  York — Net  profit  of  DuPont  Film 
Manufacturing  Corp.,  of  which  35  per 
cent  of  the  stock  is  held  by  Pathe,  is  re- 
ported as  $430,661  for  the  quarter  ended 
June  30,  1939,  after  charges  and  federal 
income  taxes.  The  figure  compares  with 
profit  of  $309,726  for  the  corresponding  pe- 
riod for  1938. 

For  six  months  ending  June  30  net  profit 
was  $826,413,  compared  with  $638,963  for 
the  first  half  of  1938. 


Two  More  for  20th-Fox 
From  "Glacier  Priest" 

New  York  — Truman  H.  Talley,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  short  subject  pro- 
duction for  20th-Fox,  has  concluded  nego- 
tiations with  Rev.  Bernard  R.  Hubbard, 
known  as  the  Glacier  Priest,  for  a series  of 
four  one-reel  shorts,  the  first  to  be  “Birth- 


Warner  Profit  for  39 
Weeks  Is  $2,912,186 

New  York — Profit  of  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc.  and  subsidiary  companies  for 
the  39  weeks  ending  May  27  is  $2,912,186, 
a decline  of  $370,579  when  compared  with 
the  identical  period  the  previous  year  of 
$3,282,765.  The  current  return  allows  for 
all  charges  including  amortization,  depre- 
ciation and  federal  taxes  and  is  equiva- 
lent to  earnings  of  $28.24  per  share  on  the 
103,107  shares  of  preferred  outstanding  as 
the  39th  week  expired  and  to  70  cents  a 
share  on  the  3,701,090  shares  of  common 
outstanding,  but  after  deducting  the  block 
of  shares  held  in  the  treasury.  As  of  this 
report,  dividends  in  arrears  on  the  pre- 
ferred amount  to  $27.9125  a share. 

Net  profit  from  operations  for  the  period 
reported,  but  before  allowances  for 
amortization  and  depreciation  of  proper- 
ties and  taxes  was  $8,137,766.  Gross  in- 
come, after  eliminating  inter-company 
transactions,  was  $78,387,001,  This  com- 
pares with  $79,475,899  for  the  same  period 
the  previous  year,  adjusted  to  include  two 
companies  not  then  consolidated.  During 
the  period,  there  was  a net  credit  of  $324,- 
858  made  directly  to  earned  surplus. 

Current  income  breaks  down  in  this 
manner : 

Film  rentals,  theatre  admissions,  sales 
and  miscellaneous  items — $75,320,832. 

Rents  from  tenants,  and  royalties — $3,- 
066,168. 

Amortization  of  film  costs  was  $22,051,- 
931;  other  costs,  including  royalties  and 
participations,  $1,643,759  and  operating 
and  general  expenses,  $44,295,696,  or  a 
grand  total  of  $67,991,387.  Federal  income 
taxes  totaled  $808,000,  while  earned  sur- 
plus as  of  May  27  was  $2,909,746.  Cash  on 
hand  was  $5,994,145. 

Pictures  finished,  but  not  released,  at 
cost  are  down  for  $7,555,575  and  product 
in  progress  and  charges  to  future  produc- 
tions, also  at  cost,  are  listed  as  $2,857,721. 
The  asset  column  likewise  includes  $92,- 
078,334  representing  buildings  and  equip- 
ment on  owned  properties,  including  con- 
struction in  progress  at  $222,026.  This  item 
is  figured  at  cost,  less  special  reserves.  The 
reserve  for  depreciation  is  given  as 
$32,656,062. 

Warner  Continues  Advance 
Showings  for  Trade 

New  York — Warner  is  continuing  the 
idea  of  trade  showing  advance  releases.  In 
September,  Gradwell  L.  Sears  plans  to  have 
six  new  season’s  features  screened  in  all 
key  cities  for  exhibitors  at  local  theatres 
on  the  mornings  of  dates  to  be  set  by 
branch  managers. 

Among  those  to  be  shown  are  “The  Old 
Maid,”  “The  Roaring  Twenties,”  “A  Child 
Is  Born,”  “The  Lady  and  the  Knight,” 
“Dust  Be  My  Destiny”  and  “Gantry  the 
Great.” 


place  of  Icebergs”  and  released  August  4. 
Two  others  have  been  completed,  “The 
Valley  of  10,000  Smokes”  and  “The  Aghi- 
leen  Pinnacles.”  Father  Hubbard  is  now  in 
Alaska  filming  the  final  subject. 
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THE  TRIUMPHANT 
STORY  OF  THE  SERVICE 
THAT  NEVER  SLEEPS! 


RAWPOLIH  FRANCES 

T DEE 
BELLAMY 
CONNOLLY 

play  by  Richard  Maibaiim,  Albert  Duiiy , Harry  Segall 

Directed^Jjy  EDWAgD  LUDWIG 


PICTURE 


It^s  "Rich  and 
Getting  Fat” 


"The  General"  Returns  to  New  York— 

Meaning  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  'president  of  Loew’s,  is  back  from  a quick  and 
periodic  visit  to  the  M-G-M  studio.  He  is  on  the  left.  Next  to  him  is  Mrs. 
Schenck,  while  on  the  right  is  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  Loew  official,  in  a more 
or  less  historic  pose  for  him.  The  reason:  His  lapel  is  minus  its  usual  white 
carnation. 


New  York — “Loew’s,  Inc.,  is  rich  and 
its  rivals  in  Hollywood  say  it’s  getting  fat. 
It’s  a $144,000,000  trust,  and  the  govern- 
ment says  it’s  illegal.  Mr.  Schenck’s  gross 
goes  on  climbing.” 

So  goes  a Fortune  introduction  to  a 
copious  and  graphic  inspection  of  the  com- 
pany headed  by  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  au- 
thor of  the  classic  observation,  “There  is 
nothing  wrong  with  this  industry  that  good 
pictures  cannot  cure.”  Fortune  had  an- 
other article  on  Loew’s  in  December,  1932, 
devoted  entirely  to  the  studio. 

“Today,  however,”  goes  the  reason  for 
a second  installment,  “Mr.  Schenck  is  faced 
with  one  or  two  problems,  not  then  antici- 
pated, which  Mr.  Mayer  may  not  be  able 
to  solve  for  him  single-handed.  'Tlie  chief 
one  is  the  anti-trust  suit  that  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  brought  against  Loew’s  and 
seven  other  major  units  of  the  movie  in- 
dustry . . . Another  thing  in  the  back  of 
Mr.  Schenck’s  mind  is  the  fact  that  Metro 
pictures,  while  still  possibly  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  world,  have  recently  been 
failing  to  make  their  customary  splash  in 
the  trade.” 

'Treating  the  “problems”  and  consider- 
able other  fact  and  some  fancy,  hereby  be- 
comes Fortune’s  responsibility,  as  indi- 
cated by  quotation  marks. 

“No  Anti-Trust  Worry" 

“The  anti-trust  problem,  though  more 
tangible  than  the  studio  problem,  has  not 
troubled  any  Schenck  sleep  yet  either.  He 
believes  that  Loew’s  cause  is  just  and  that 
the  government  will  either  drop  its  suit 
(which  Assistant  Attorney  General  Thur- 
man Arnold  denies)  or  lose  it.  Some  peo- 
ple say  that,  even  if  the  five  big  chains 
were  to  be  divorced  from  the  five  big 
studios,  the  effect  might  be  to  stimulate 
Loew’s  profits  rather  than  to  stop  them. 

“The  absence  of  splash  was  loudly  heard 
last  fall,  when  the  expensive  super-spe- 
cials 'Marie  Antoinette’  and  ‘'The  Great 
Waltz’  were  presented  to  an  American  pub- 
lic that  has  not  even  yet  shown  any  in- 
clination to  return  to  Metro  their  nega- 
tive costs.  ‘Broadway  Serenade’  and  Tee 
Follies  of  1939,’  coming  along  in  the  spring, 
helped  to  confirm  the  impression  that  Met- 
ro had  struck  a slump.” 

Say  No  Profits  Rival 

Although  Loew’s  assets  are  exceeded  by 
those  of  Warner,  its  profits  have  for  eight 
years  been  well  ahead  of  those  of  any 
rival;  Metro’s  gross  revenue  from  film  ren- 
tals has  been  consistently  higher  than  that 
of  other  studios  and,  as  a result,  Loew’s 
has  been  and  still  is  the  most  profitable 
film  company  in  the  world,  says  Fortune. 

“For  a company  with  such  a record,  the 
home  offices  over  the  State  Theatre  are 
modest  to  the  point  of  dinginess.  The 
executives  present  what  is  for  Broadway 
an  almost  conservative  front.  There  are 
no  fluted  vests,  but  they  are  all  well  fed 
and  healthy  looking  with  Florida  tans  and 
are  mostly  free  from  that  apprehensive 
quickness  of  speech  and  gesture  that  the 
uncertainties  of  show  business  stamp  on 
so  many  of  its  votaries,”  the  article  con- 
tinues. 

“A  surprising  number  count  their  ser- 


vice to  Loew’s  in  decades,  not  in  years. 
Mr.  Schenck  has  not  worked  for  anyone 
else  since  1906  and,  being  a quiet,  im- 
perturbable, almost  diffident  man,  he  has 
succeeded  in  holding  the  loyalty  and  af- 
fection, as  well  as  the  services,  of  his 
executives.  He  still  talks  with  an  accent 
carried  all  the  way  from  central  Russia, 
which  he  left  when  he  was  nine,  but  it  is 
unaccompanied  by  the  bombast,  the  flail- 
ing gestures,  the  arrogance  commonly  as- 
sociated with  men  who  have  reached  large 
positions  in  pictures.  Mr.  Schenck  has  an 
uncanny  eye  for  profitable  pictures  and  a 
genius  for  building  theatres  in  the  correct 
places.  But  he  eschews  any  self-glorifi- 
cation. He  plays  the  ponies  for  a profit 
as  well  as  for  fun.” 

The  article  examines  other  Loew’s  vet- 
erans: Leopold  Friedman,  secretary,  with 
28  years  of  service;  David  Bernstein,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer,  with  34  years  of 
service  and,  according  to  Schenck,  “one 
of  the  world’s  greatest  financial  minds;” 
Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  “plump,  jowly  man- 
ager of  the  metropolitan  theatres,  who 
has  never  married  because  he  thinks  a 
wife  would  interfere  with  his  work;”  Vice- 
President  J.  Robert  Rubin,  “the  studio’s 
handsomely  dressed  eastern  ambassador. 


Safety  Measures 
For  Midgets 

New  York — In  “Fortune's"  article  on 
Loew's,  reference  is  made  to  the  stu- 
dio's heavily  advertised  roster  of  stars, 
grips,  maids,  artists,  flacks  and  other 
proletariat,  "among  them  such  unclassi- 
fiables  as  the  man  who,  during  the  re- 
cent making  of  'The  Wizard  of  Oz,' 
stood  by  the  men's  room  to  make  sure 
that  none  of  the  many  midgets  em- 
ployed in  that  picture  fell  into  the  full- 
sized  commodes." 


general  counsel  and  literary  properties  man 
de  luxe;”  Joseph  Vogel,  “amiable,  soft- 
spoken,  philosophic  manager  of  the  out- 
of-town  theatres.”  Service  stripes  for  Mos- 
kowitz, Rubin  and  Vogel  run  26,  24  and 
29  years,  respectively. 

“It  would  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  that 
these  men  run  Loew’s  as  coolly  and  con- 
servatively as  other  men  might  run  a bank,” 
Fortune  concludes.  “Of  the  125-odd  sub- 
sidiaries that  it  is  their  duty  to  coordi- 
nate, at  least  a hundred  are  theatres,  which 
is  to  say  real  estate.  And,  by  and  large, 
the  language  and  psychology  of  business, 
not  of  art  or  of  nonsense,  set  the  tone 
of  the  New  York  office.  Conservative  busi- 
ness at  that.  Loew’s  was  the  first  picture 
company,  in  1926,  able  to  sell  long-term 
debentures  on  the  New  York  Stock  Ex- 
change and  $15,000,000  worth  of  Loew’s 
10-year  bonds  were  sold  three  years  ago 
at  the  lowest  rate  in  the  history  of  the 
industry,  a trifle  over  3.5  per  cent.” 

Considerable  of  Loew’s  present  position 
is  attributed  to  its  founder,  Marcus  Loew, 
to  whom  “goes  more  than  a little  of  the 
credit  for  the  cinema’s  development  as  an 
adult  medium  of  entertainment.”  When 
Marcus  Loew  died  in  1927,  leaving  an  es- 
tate of  more  than  $10,000,000,  he  also  left 
“a  staff  of  executives  trained  for  years  in 
his  conservative — for  the  pictirre  industry 
— methods.” 

Cites  Circuit  Caution 

During  the  late  twenties,  when  Para- 
mount, Fox  and  Warner  were  borrowing 
money  to  buy  or  build  as  many  theatres 
as  they  could  get,  Loew’s  sat  tight  with 
its  chain  of  10  dozen  theatres. 

“ ‘The  day  of  reckoning  will  come,’  Mr. 
Schenck  kept  saying,  resisting  the  pressure 
to  join  his  competitors’  spree.  Indeed  it 
did.  When  boxoffice  receipts  dropped  in 
the  depression.  Fox,  Paramount  and  the 
others  were  left  holding  a bagful  of  in- 
flated real  estate  and  debt.  'The  greater 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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Samuel  Goldwyn’s 


— soys  WARDEN  LAWES 

of  Sing  Sing  Prison 


"The  men  were  unanimous  in  their 
praise.  This  is  the  first  time  that  a 
motion  picture  shown  here  was 
interrupted  by  the  spontaneous 
APPLAUSE  of  the  audience." 
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Terms  Metro  "Rich 
And  Getting  Fat" 

(Continued  from  page  20) 

part  of  the  industry  went  down  in  a dis- 
mal heap  of  bankruptcies,  lawsuits,  shake- 
ups  and  reorganizations,  in  which  control 
passed  largely  to  Wall  Street.  Loew’s, 
however,  stood  like  Gibraltar,  keeping  its 
theatres  and  its  financial  independence  as 
well.  Nobody  owns  so  much  as  10  per  cent 
of  Loew’s  1,600,000  shares  of  common  or 

137,000  shares  of  preferred  today.” 

In  a quick  span  of  years  and  miles,  the 
article  transfers  to  Culver  City  in  1924 
where  the  “new  63-acre  studio  rapidly  be- 
came encrusted  with  more  stars  and 
triumphs  than  Hollywood  had  seen  in  one 
place  since  the  great  Wallace  Reid  days 
of  the  old  Paramount  lot. 

“And  Culver  City  had  something  else 
that  Paramount  never  had  This  was  a 
studio  chief  whom  all  Hollywood  united 
in  calling  a production  ‘genius,’  the  small, 
pale,  nervous  youth  named  Irving  Thal- 
berg  . . . ‘They  won’t  miss  him  today  or 
tomorrow  or  six  months  from  now  or  a 
year  from  now,’  a studio  executive  re- 
marked at  Thalberg’s  funeral,  ‘But  two 
years  from  now  they’ll  begin  to  feel  the 
squeeze.’  His  admirers,  a group  that  in- 
cludes many  who  never  knew  him,  have 
been  pointing  out  symptoms  of  the  squeeze 
for  about  a year.  After  his  illness  there 
was  a determined  effort  to  fill  his  shoes. 
Tlrere  has  been  a long  parade  of  would-bes 
— David  Selznick,  Hunt  Stromberg  and 
Mervyn  LeRoy,  among  others — and  the 
Culver  City  lot  today  burgeons  with  char- 
acters who  believe  themselves  to  be  un- 
discovered second  'Thalbergs. 


How  Arthur  Loew 
Spends  Time 

New  York — "Fortune"  says  half  of 
the  time  of  Arthur  Loew,  head  of 
Loew's  foreign  distribution  and  theatre 
operations,  "is  spent  dealing  with  po- 
litical forces,  such  as  those  that  proved 
too  strong  for  him  in  Italy.  The  studio's 
reluctance  to  deal  with  controversial 
themes  keeps  Metro  pictures  out  of 
trouble  as  far  as  censorship  is  con- 
cerned, but  the  question  of  profit  mar- 
gins is  not  so  easy.  Foreigners  are 
aware  that  the  average  Hollywood  pic- 
ture about  covers  its  costs  in  the  Ameri- 
can market,  and  the  more  nationalistic 
the  government,  the  more  likely  it  is  to 
tax  imported  movies  to  the  limit." 


“The  Irving  Thalberg  Building,  which 
harbors  the  executives,  is  super-air  con- 
ditioned and  hermetically  sealed.  This,  the 
wags  allege,  is  so  that  the  ghost  of  Thal- 
berg can’t  get  in  to  see  what  his  succes- 
sors are  doing.” 

M-G-M  has  a weekly  studio  payroll  of 
$615,000  and  a production  force  of  6,000 
people.  “Chief  of  these  is  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
54,  essentially  a business  man,  although 
in  that  capacity  he  does  a good  deal  of 
informal  acting  and  is  sometimes  known 
as  Lionel  Barrymore  Mayer,”  runs  the 
article, 

“His  job  remains  what  it  was,  to  over- 
see the  entire  studio,  to  handle  the  deli- 
cate diplomacy  of  contract  negotiations, 
and  to  refer  the  tougher  problems  to  Mr. 
Schenck,  whom  he  calls  ’Tlie  General.’  Mr. 
Mayer,  perhaps  the  most  feared  man  in 
Hollywood,  is  also  responsible  for  the  gen- 
eral lines  along  which  Metro  pictures  are 
constructed.  'The  chief  of  these  policies 


is  a ringing  faith  in  the  star  system. 

“Led  by  Warner,  another  advance  in 
picture  technique  finds  Metro  even  further 
behind.  This  is  the  handling  of  contro- 
versial or  newsy  themes,  which  are  re- 
garded as  sure  poison  in  the  Metro  front 
office.  When  ‘Fury’  (a  hot  topic  slipped 
through  by  Joe  Mankiewicz)  was  being 
edited,  an  executive  said  to  Fritz  Lang: 
‘It’s  all  very  well  for  you  directors  to  want 
to  make  pictures  with  messages  in  them, 
but  just  remember  that  Cinderella  paid 
this  company  $8,000,000  last  year,  and 
$8,000,000  can’t  be  wrong.’  If  Metro  pre- 
fers one  story  to  another,  to  all  others, 
Cinderella  is  it. 

“Many  Hollywood  gossips  believe  that 
the  recent  series  of  Metro  fiascos  can  be 
traced  to  a decline  in  morale.  In  spite  of 
the  slogan  on  the  executive  walls — ‘Don’t 
let  Metro’s  success  go  to  your  head’ — a 
good  deal  of  complacence  can  be  sniffed 
in  the  Culver  City  air.  Mr.  Mayer’s  execu- 
tive staff — Eddie  Mannix,  Sam  Katz,  Ben 
Thau,  Joe  Cohn  and  A1  Lichtman — is  an 
honest  and  competent  group,  but,  like  Mr. 
Mayer  himself,  some  of  them  have  been 
there  an  awfully  long  time. 

“The  health  of  the  studio  is  of  prime 
importance  to  Mr.  Schenck.  Of  his  $122,- 

700,000  gross  revenues  last  year,  around 
$75,000,000  came  from  film  rentals,  as  did 
some  $7,000,000  of  his  $10,000,000  profits. 
There  are  now  125  Loew’s  theatres  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  and  another  28 
abroad.  Of  the  total,  Loew’s  owns  more 
than  half  outright,  the  others  being  either 
controlled,  leased,  or  managed.  The  total 
depreciated  theatre  investment  is  about 
$62,000,000  and  the  theatre  profits,  which 
have  been  remarkably  steady,  amounted  to 
about  $3,000,000  last  year.” 

Vogel  and  Moskowitz  see  every  picture 
that  comes  out  of  the  eight  major  studios, 
from  350  to  400  a year. 

“This  ceaseless  viewing  also  helps  them 
decide  how  to  exploit  each  one.  ‘We 
shout  the  good  ones  and  gumshoe  the 
bad  ones,’  says  Mr.  Moskowitz.” 

Praise  lor  Rodgers 

Discoursing  on  distribution — “a  bargain- 
ing system  that  makes  the  process  of  get- 
ting the  pictures  into  theatres  the  most 
confusing  part  of  show  business” — the 
article  accolades  William  F.  Rodgers,  “an 
honorary  chieftain  in  the  Navajo  Indian 
'Tribe.” 

In  trying  to  make  annual  contracts, 
Rodgers’  salesmen  “are  under  some  handi- 
cap because,  while  they  talk  freely  about 
Culver  City’s  plans,  they  can  guarantee 
nothing,  not  even  a definite  number  of 
pictures.  They  used  to  guarantee  a cer- 
tain number  of  Gables  and  Crawfords, 
but  Loew’s  found  itself  with  so  many  un- 
fulfilled contracts  that  Mr.  Rodgers 
changed  that.  Now  the  sale  is  made  on 
the  basis  of  the  previous  season’s  per- 
formance, or  what  Mr.  Rodgers  calls  ‘the 
integrity  of  our  company.’ 

“The  blocked  deals  made  by  Mr.  Rodgers’ 
salesmen  are  mainly  limited  to  5,000  or 

6,000  independent  theatres.  'These  the- 
atres account  for  about  40  per  cent  of 
Metro’s  gross.  Some  48  per  cent  of  the 
Metro  gross  comes  from  Mr.  Rodgers’  deals 
with  Loew’s,  Paramount,  Warner,  RKO 
and  National  Theatres.  The  Loew  chain 
alone  accounts  for  15  per  cent  of  Mr.  Rodg- 
ers’ gross. 

“The  government  claims  that  Mr.  Rodg- 
ers sells  his  pictures  to  the  big  chains  on 
(Continued  on  page  24) 


And  So  Another  Head  Was  Crowned — Metropolitan  Photos 

The  enthusiasm  recorded  above  took  place  at  the  World’s  Fair  at  almost  a 
split  second  before  a brand  new  and  shiny  crown  was  placed  on  the  broiv 
of  the  young  lion  cub  selected  after  much  excitement  and  national  research 
as  the  trademark  figure  to  decorate  the  new  main  title  of  M-G-M’s  shorts. 
Essential  facts:  The  cub  came  from  the  Kalamazoo  Zoo  which  makes  it  sort 
of  euphonious  and  goes  to  Hollywood  in  the  care  of  Evelyn  Hennessy , Ameri- 
can Airline  stewardess  who  shows  up  on  the  extreme  right.  The  "crowning” 
reveals  Johnny  Weissmuller,  big  jungle  man  with  hand  in  air.  Bert  Lahr  is 
lurking  under  his  arm.  Then  coine  Jimmy  Stewart  and  Ed  Kuykendall,  in  the 
light  suit. 
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“Samuel  Goldwyn’s 


3 — says  FLOYD 

famous  adventurer  and  journalist 

"This  is  REAL  LIFE... the  real  life 
of  real  city  kids.. .and,  against 
the  background  of  great  music, 
it  is  one  of  the  most  exciting 
experiences  I have  ever  had." 


Goldwyn  Clam-Like  on  Release; 
Plans  Four  immediate' Films 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

His  Picture  Opens — 

Samuel  Goldwyn  arrives  in  New  York 
for  the  premiere  of  "They  Shall  Have 
Music”  at  the  Rivoli,  Wednesday.  Be- 
fore the  public  had  a chance  to  see 
whether  or  riot  it  would  go  for  the 
Heifetz  film,  it  was  screened  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Greenwich  House  Music 
School  and  the  High  School  of  Music 
and  Art  two  nights  earlier. 


New  York — Despite  a declared  uncer- 
tainty over  his  future  distribution  chan- 
nels, Samuel  Goldwyn  has  four  “imme- 
diate” productions  under  way.  Here  with 
Mrs.  Goldwyn  and  his  13-year-old  son, 
Samuel,  for  the  premiere  of  “They  Shall 
Have  Music”  at  the  Rivoli,  the  producer 
is  due  to  return  to  the  coast  next  week 
after  a round  of  shows  and  possible  play 
and  story  acquisitions. 

Extremely  reluctant,  to  the  point  of 
silence  on  his  suit  against  UA,  in  which  he 
is  asking  the  courts  to  determine  the 
validity  of  the  distributor’s  contract  with 
him,  Goldwyn  confined  himself  entirely 
to  his  own  production  plans. 

Beyond  the  forthcoming  “They  Shall 
Have  Music”  and  “The  Real  Glory,” 
Goldwyn  will  not  deliver  anything  to  UA 
for  1938-39,  or  expiring  season.  About 
8,000  deals  have  been  set  for  “Music,” 
while  many  others  call  for  delivery  on 
1939-40  contracts.  Goldwsm  asked  to  be 
excused  from  answering  any  questions  per- 
taining to  distribution,  especially  as  it 
might  bear  on  his  suit. 

In  the  embryonic  stage,  yet  set  for  pro- 
duction next  summer,  is  the  tentatively 
titled  “The  Great  Music  Festival.”  In  it 
win  be  the  most  prominent  musical  artists 
of  Europe  and  America,  Goldwyn  says.  The 
idea  was  brought  about  by  the  early  re- 
ception to  the  playing  of  Jascha  Heifetz  in 
“Music.” 

Going  through  the  early  processes  of 
“immediate”  production  are  “Once  Upon 
a 'Time,”  which  William  Wyler  will  direct. 


and  “Raffles.”  which  Sam  Wood  will 
megaphone.  Archie  Mayo  is  down  for 
"Black  Gold.”  In  the  “talking”  stage  is  a 
film  based  on  the  life  of  John  D.  Rocke- 
feller. Goldwyn’s  enthusiasm  over  his 
plans  for  these  productions  again  im- 
pelled a question  designed  to  determine 
through  whom  he  would  release  them,  to 
which  he  simply  replied:  “Firstly,  it  will 
take  me  more  than  a year  and  a half  to 
produce  them.  I’ll  worry  about  distribu- 
tion later.” 

Goldwyn  is  loaning  Mayo  to  Walter 
Wanger  for  one  picture  and  may  also  farm 
the  director  out  to  Richard  A.  Rowland, 
who  is  expected  to  set  up  his  own  produc- 
tion unit,  if  and  when  this  is  formalized. 
Not  until  Mayo  completes  these  outside  as- 
signments will  he  go  to  work  on  “Black 
Gold.” 

"Success"  Is  Concern 

Asked  to  give  an  estimate  on  the  world 
gross  of  “Wuthering  Heights,”  the  pro- 
ducer declared  he  was  less  interested  in 
the  money  aspect  than  he  was  in  the  “suc- 
cess” of  the  film. 

In  discussing  the  sales  potentialities  of 
"Music,”  when  it  was  pointed  out  that 
Heifetz  is  not  an  accepted  name  among 
filmgoers,  Goldwyn  remarked:  “A  picture 
makes  the  cast.  A cast  wiH  never  make  a 
picture.”  And  to  clinch  his  point  he 
singled  out  “Pygmalion,” — “who  would 
think  so  with  Leslie  Howard  and  an  un- 
known girl?” 

When  pressed  for  his  1939-40  distribu- 
tion commitments,  he  tallied  with:  “I 
have  no  seasons,  no  program,  no  plans.” 
When  pressed  further  with:  “You  must  be 
thinking  about  next  season,  though,” 
Goldwyn  came  back  with:  “I’m  always 
thinking.  How  else  could  I make  pictures?” 


"Scandals"  Trial  Against 
Gold"wryn  Set  Nov.  6 

New  York — Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox 
in  federal  court  has  granted  Mort  Eisman, 
Clara  DeUar  and  Robert  Louis  Shayon 
a preference  in  their  actioh  against  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Inc.,  Eddie  Cantor,  Samuel  Gold- 
"wyn  and  United  Artists,  and  has  set  trial 
for  November  6. 

Suit  seeks  damages  of  $1,000,000,  plus 
an  accounting  of  the  profits  and  an  injunc- 
tion against  “Roman  Scandals,”  claimed  to 
be  plagiarized  from  “Oh  Shah,”  plaintiffs’ 
play. 

Action  was  dismissed  by  Federal  Judge 
John  Woolsey  on  June  16,  1938.  The  cir- 
cuit coiut  of  app>eals  reversed  the  dis- 
missal July  6,  1939,  and  ordered  a new 
trial. 

Suit  Agreement  Holding 
Back  Chain  Building 

•.Continued  from  page  4) 
for  a new  theatre  at  Dania,  Fla.,  to  sup- 
plement the  Dania.  E.  J.  Sparks  recently 
opened  the  new  Broadway  at  Fort  Lauder- 
dale where  he  has  the  Sunset  and  Queen. 

In  Des  Moines,  Tri-States  has  leased  a 
new  800-seat  theatre  being  constructed 


Fortune  Story  Deals 
With  Metro  Setup 

. (Continued  from  page  22) 
terms  more  favorable  than  he  gives  to  the 
independent  exhibitors.  Mr.  Rodgers  says 
it  is  the  other  way  around.  The  con- 
siderations of  priority  and  clearance  are 
so  shaded  and  complex  that  either  claim 
would  probably  be  impossible  to  prove. 

“Naturally  Mr.  Rodgers  gives  the  Loew 
chain  a certain  edge,  which  helps  accormt 
for  its  impressive  contribution  to  the  Metro 
gross:  and  this  may  put  some  independent 
exhibitors  at  a disadvantage.  But  Mr. 
Schenck  will  challenge  you  to  find  a single 
independent  who  has  been  forced  out  of 
business  by  chain  competition. 

“Metro,  through  the  publicity  depart- 
ment headed  by  Howard  Dietz,  the  well- 
known  musical-comedy  librettist,  now  ad- 
vertises itself  to  the  trade  as  ‘The  Friend- 
ly Company,’  and  goes  to  great  lengths  to 
the  end  that  no  exhibitor  can  blame  his 
losses  on  a Metro  deal.  Each  of  Mr. 
Rodgers’  sales  or  district  managers  has 
a fimd  from  which  he  can  rebate  on  the 
spot  to  any  exhibitor  whose  books  show 
an  unjust  deal;  Metro  turns  back  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a year  on  this 
account. 

“A  fogginess  envelops  the  vision  of  any 
part  of  the  movie  business  in  which  the 
government’s  suit  may  be  successful.  As- 
tronomical budgets,  which  give  Metro  pic- 
tures high  commercial  gloss  if  nothing 
else,  can  be  supported  only  by  a nation- 
wide, plus  an  international,  market  and 
that  means  that  the  pictures  must  be  sold 
to  some  kind  of  chains. 

“On  the  other  hand,  a strong  theatre 
chain  that  could  get  nothing  but  a shoe- 
stringer’s  pictures,  however  artistic,  would 
soon  be  financing  another  Lasky,  Zukor  or 
Goldwyn,  or  other  successfully  extrava- 
gant showmen,  and  start  the  cycle  all  over 
again.  The  problem  is  so  complicated  that 
Mr.  Arnold  himself  has  no  suggestions  as 
to  how  his  suit  will  improve  matters,  or 
what  shape  an  ideal  picture  industry  ought 
to  take.  But  if  a cleavage  comes  and 
Mr.  Schenck  must  decide  between  his  the- 
atres and  his  pictures,  the  theatres  would 
presumably  be  sold. 

“Steady  earners  though  they  are,  they 
haven’t  the  golden  possibilities  that  Metro 
still  has.  It  would  then  become  Mr. 
Schenck’s  even  more  urgent  duty  to  keep 
Metro  ahead  of  the  field  with  ‘good  pic- 
tures.’ Perhaps  his  aphorism  is  the  an- 
swer to  this  problem  after  all.” 


and  which  is  to  be  ready  by  mid-Septem- 
ber. The  circuit  has  eight  houses  in  the 
Iowa  city. 

Malco-Memphis,  headed  by  M.  A.  Light- 
man,  is  building  the  Grand  at  Owensboro, 
Ky.,  the  project  to  cost  $50,000.  The  Malco 
and  Bleich  in  the  town  are  under  Light- 
man’s  supervision. 

Interstate  of  Texas  recently  opened  the 
new  Broadway  at  Alamo  Heights,  Tex. 
According  to  the  records,  the  circuit  is  not 
represented  in  the  town.  Texas  Consoli- 
dated, another  Paramount  affiliate,  is  re- 
ported planning  a sixth  theatre  at  El  Paso 
where  it  has  the  Ellanay,  Palace,  Plaza, 
Texas-Grand  and  Wigwam. 
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Says  Darrieux  Is 
Due  Here  Soon 

New  York — Snapping  at  the  heels  of 
a formal  statement  in  which  Universal 
stressed  its  intent  at  resorting  to  law 
to  protect  its  contractual  interests  in 
Danielle  Darrieux,  Joseph  H.  Seidelman, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  its  foreign 
sales,  returns  to  New  York  from  Eu- 
rope declaring  the  difficjvlties  now  are 
cleared  away. 

Miss  Darrieux,  he  adds,  is  expected 
within  three  weeks  tg  do  a picture  for 

i ' I >'  I . 


Finds  3 Big  Banks  Loosening 
Money-Bags  to  Back  Films 


jtS\ 

New  OHerson  Venture 
No  Tri-National  Exit 


V ^ i 


New  YoRK^Entrance  of  John  E.  Otter-' ■ 
son  into  the  field  of  wired  entertainment, 
with  stress  placed  on  television,  has  no 
bearing  on  his  activities  as  a'  distributor 
of  French  films  via  Tri-National  of  , which' 
he  is  also  the  president,  he  infdrms'  Box- 
office. 

“I  have  an  organization  to  hahdle  Tri- 
National  and  will  cphUmie  to  be  active  in 
that  company,”  he  ®|^es,  and,  in  answer 
to  a question,  adds  Will  'divide  his  time 
between  both  enteii'prises. 

Otterson’s  new  activity  takeg  shape  with 
formation  of  Radio  Wire  iTe^visioh  Corp. 
of  America,  a new  corporntion  chartered 
under  the  laws  of  Delaware.  It  embraces 
the  former  holdings  of  Wire  Broadcasting, 
Inc.,  Wholesale  Radio  Service  Co.,  Inc., 
and  various  subsidiaries  of  these  two  en- 
tities. 

Under  the  new  structure,  various  retail 
outlets  of  Wholesale  Radio  which  sell  radio 
equipment,  phonographs  and  phonographic 
supplies,  will  take  the  name  of  the  parent 
company.  Wire  Broadcasting  its  principal 
subsidiaries,  which  are  Teleprograms,  Inc. 
of  New  York,  Telemusic,  Inc.  of  New  York, 
Wire  Programs,  Inc.  of  Delaware,  Muse- 
Art,  Inc.  of  Pennsylvania,  Wire  Broad- 
casting, Inc.  of  Pennsylvania  and  Tele- 
Vision-Music,  Inc.  of  Washington  are  to 
continue  their  present  names.  They  oper- 
ate wire  networks  which  supply  music  to 
hotels,  restaurants,  night  clubs,  industrial 
plants  and  homes  and  resemble  the  gen- 
eral activity  of  Muzak,  Warner  wired  music 
subsidiary. 

Additionally,  the  new  company  acquires 
ownership  of  the  Transformer  Corporation 
of  America,  manufacturing  company  mak- 
ing radio  and  electrical  products;  Tele 
Capital  Corp.,  a financing  unit,  and  the 
Syndak  Corp.,  the  latter  company  reputed- 
ly owning  a group  of  patents  dealing  with 
motion  picture  projection,  sound  and  light- 
ing. These  companies  are  to  continue  to 
function  under  their  current  titles.  The 
new  company,  according  to  press  release, 
also  is  licensed  by  Erpi,  under  Western 
Electric  and  Bell  Telephone  patents,  but 
no  indication  is  given  as  to  what  phase 
of  the  telephone  company  patents  fall 
within  the  operating  sphere  of  the  new 
organization.  The  trade  assumption  is  an 
arrangement  involving  the  use  of  telephone 


New  York — Chase  National  Bank,  Irv- 
ing Trust  and  Commercial  National  Bank 
and  Trust  Co.,  with  combined  assets  run- 
ning into  billions,  today  are  loosening  their 
moneybags  and  casting  more  kindly  light 
upon  loans  to  the  industry,  the  Wall  Street 
Journal,  authoritative  financial  newspaper, 
reports...  The  newspaper  credits  this  to  a 
desire  dn  the  part  of  these  powerful  in- 
stitutions to  seek  “increased  outlets  for 
their  swollen  funds.” 

The  loans  are  not  viewed  as  of  the  or- 
dinary financial  type,  but  money  advanced 
solely  for  production,  the  paper  continues. 
^ “Security  is  also  unusual  for  these  ventures 
into  the  picture  business.  Repayment  of 
loans  corned  from  the  earnings  of  one  or 
a group  of  pictures  to  be  released  by  the 
borrower,”  the  article  points  out. 

“Each  loan  is  different.  There  is  no 
»set  form.  A good  number  of  loans  are 
three  ‘party  operations,  involving  a mo- 
tion picture  company,  a distributor  and  a 
- bank'.  The  bank  advances  money  to  a film 
producier  who  uses  it  to^  make  more  pic- 
tures, ^but  the  bank  will  be  repayed  by  the 
distributor  of  the  film  designated  for  se- 
curityi<|^:^h^n  the  bank’s  loan  is  cleared, 
the  Qptri^jitor  starts  turning  the  film’s 
earnings  “pack  to  its  producer  after,  of 
coirrse,  taking  his  own  fee.  There  are  al- 
most as  many  variations  of  this  method 
of  lending  as  there  are  loans,  but  this  is 
the  general  practice.  However,  some  loans 
have  been  made  with  just  the  photoplay 
script  and  certain  other  facts  as  security.” 

This  is  what  the  loaning  bank  requires 
to  known,  according  to  the  article: 

“(1)  The  script,  and  how  the  public  is 
likely  to  accept  it;  (2)  the  actors,  for  their 
‘box’  (earning  power  capacities)  greatly 
affects  the  picture;  (3)  personalities  in 
the  borrowing  company  and  their  business 
ability,  and  (4)  the  distributor,  who  can 
spoil  the  earning  power  of  even  an  ex- 
cellent picture  by  poor  distribution,  or  who 
likewise  can  make  a fair  picture  a good 
money  maker.” 


The  Journal’s  analysis  of  the  banking 
view  on  the  current  estate  of  the  indus- 
try turns  out  to  be  complimentary  in  the 
extreme.  For  instance,  the  paper  states: 

“A  survey  of  motion  picture  earnings 
reveals  that,  on  the  average,  a picture  will 
return  considerably  more  than  its  produc- 
tion cost,  in  most  cases  almost  double. 
Banking  practice  in  this  type  of  loan  has 
been  to  lend  approximately  half  the  cost 
of  production.  It  is  obvious  than  that  the 
gross  return  of  a picture  is  ample  to  in- 
sure repayment  of  the  loan.  Inasmuch  as 
the  loan,  under  the  original  agreement,  is 
payable  by  the  distributor,  the  bank  runs 
little  risk  of  losing  its  investment. 

“A  survey  has  been  made  of  the  earn- 
ing records  of  the  poorest  pictures  over 
a considerable  time  period.  It  was  dis- 
closed that  the  earnings  record  of  even 
this  type  of  picture  was  a safe  margin 
above  the  amount  of  money  usually  ad- 
vanced by  the  bank. 

“Repayment  of  ‘picture  loans’  is  almost 
as  imusual  as  the  loans  themselves.  Money 
may  come  dribbling  in  over  a relatively 
long  period  of  time  if  the  picture  is  slow 
to  catch  the  public’s  fancy.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  film  is  a smash  hit,  liquida- 
tion of  the  loan  will  be  almost  immediate. 

“Estimated  weekly  gross  of  a film  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  bank  long  before  the 
picture  is  released  to  the  exhibitors. 
Should  the  weekly  returns  fail  to  meet 
estimates,  the  lending  agency  will  investi- 
gate and,  in  some  cases,  it  has  been  able 
^to  find  remedies  to  alter  the  situation. 

“Although  a departure  from  the  usual 
banking  practice  with  regard  to  method  of 
repayment,  ‘picture  loans’  adhere  to  gen- 
eral theory  with  respect  to  length  of  ma- 
turity. By  stipulating  that  the  picture 
which  is  used  for  security  in  these  loans 
be  released  by  the  exhibitor  within  90 
days  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  one  bank 
helps  insm’e  its  payment  within  a relative- 
ly short  time  period.” 


Michalove  to  Australia 
On  Special  Mission 

New  York — Dan  Michalove,  assistant  to 
S.  R.  Kent,  sails  from  Los  Angeles  for 
Australia,  September  12,  on  a special  mis- 
sion for  National  Theatres. 

Michalove,  who  will  be  gone  for  at  least 
six  months,  does  not  expect  the  proposed 
merger  between  Hoyts  and  Greater  Union 
Theatres  to  take  place  until  the  end  of 
the  year.  He  will  act  in  a supervisory 
capacity  for  National  Theatres. 


Midwest  Circuit  Heads  at 
Work  on  Metro  Franchise 

New  York — A.  H.  Blank  and  Ralph 
Branton,  the  former  operating  head  and 
the  latter  chief  buyer  and  booker  for  Tri- 
States  and  Centi’al  States,  which  have 
more  than  100  theatres  in  Iowa  and  Ne- 
braska, are  working  with  Harris  P.  Wolf- 
berg,  midwest  district  manager,  and  E.  M. 
Saunders,  western  sales  manager  for 
M-G-M,  on  a three-year  franchise  to  con- 
tinue at  the  expiration  of  the  current  deal. 


circuits  for  world  transmission. 

However,  and  indicative  of  the  plans  of 
Radio  Wir^  Television  Corp.  is  a state- 
ment from  Ottersori  who  says:  ^ 

“Every  current  technological  trend  points 
to  the  ultimate  distribution  of  entertain- 
ment by  wire.  Particularly  is  this  true  in 
the  case  of  television  where,  according  to 
leading  scientific  authorities,  the  trans- 
mission of  images  beyond  the  horizon  pre- 


sents great  difficulty.  Not  only  can  wire 
networks  bring  radio  and  television  into 
any  home  in  America  from  a central  point, 
but  this  can  be  achieved  without  inter- 
ference by  static  or  other  forms  of  at- 
mospheric disturbance.  At  present,  our 
operation  is  limited  to  principal  key  cities 
on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  In  the  near 
future,  however,  we  hope  to  extend  our 
service  on  a nationwide  basis.” 
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HIDDEN 

MENACE 


NAVY 


FIRST  TIME 


DEAD  MEN  TELL  NO  TALES 


EMLYN  WILLIAMS  — Sara  Seegar  — Hugh  William 

From  the  Ffdne-s  6ecding  novel,  "THE  NORWICH  VICTIMS" 


HOUSEMASTER 


O TO  KRUGER  — Phillips  Holmes  — Diana  Churchih 

From  iho  play  known  on  Broddwdy  dv  "BACHELOR  BORN"’  by  Ian  Hay 


WILFRID  LAWSON  — Bernard  Lee  — Arthur  Wontne* 

From  the  EDCvAR  WALLACE  Thriller 


GEOFFREY  TOONE  — Clifford  Evar.s  — Judy  Kelly 

From  the  ploy  by  MRS.  CLIFFORD  Mll.LS 


Hugh  Williams  — Joan  Marion 
Judy  Kelly  — 


JOHN  LODGE 


FOR  DISTRIBUTORS 
WALL  EXHIBITORS 
VVHO  REALLY  ARE 
SHOWMENl! 


THE  HIDDEN  MENACE 


OTTO  KRUGER  — GERTRUDE  MICHAEL 
with  John  Clements  — Patrick  Barr 


And  To  Round  Out  This  Unusual  Program 


ia70  SIXTH  AVENUE,NEW  YORK  CITY,  A|  I |AM^P 

TELEPHONE:  Circle  7 -3945  fcr  ■ W i& 


NOW 

AVAILABLE  \ 
FOR  1939-40  \ 

SEE 

^ BEFORE  ^ 

YOU  BUY  / 


LITTLEIL 

MISS 

MOLLY 


MYSTERY 

OP  Jn 
roomV 


JUST 

LIKE 


ILMS  CORP. 


BUDD  ROGERS 

PAE5IOENT  GENERAL  MANAGER 


“MYSTIRY  OF  ROOM  13" 

(81  McLaughlin  — Saro  Seegor  — Refer  Murray  Hit! 

tkp  fdrftSLts  slfj-ry  fey  EDOAR  ^A^AL1A0E 


"SPIES  OF  THE  AIR" 

u it  h 

iRRY  K,  BARNiS  — Roger  Livescy  — Basil  Radford 

From  tho  f.U<i  i)v  JEFFRJY  DOLL 


"BLACK  EYES' 

A tar  rift}: 

rf O KRUGER  ~ Mary  Maguire  — Walfer  Rida 

DifOctcd  by  HERBERT  BHENON 


"LITTLE  MISS  MOLLY 


INKII  STUART 


Maureen  O’Hara 
- Tom  Burke  — - 


Phillip  Reed 


slnrrht}! 

YMONB  MASSEY  — Joan  Marion  — WoWer  Hudd 

pTofti  Iho  sidge  suecosv  by  GORDON  SHERUY 


JUST  LIKE  A WOMAN' 


stat  ritfi: 

•RTRUOI  MICHAEL  — John  Lodge  — Uavid  Burns 

From  ibe  Story  by  PAUL  HERVf.r  FOX 


"BLACK  LIMELiONT 


THREE  M-G-M  ACERS,  ONE  FOX,  ONE  PARAMOUNT 


BOSTON 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Fenway — jMaii  About  Towti  (Para);  Grand 

Jury  Secrets  (Para),  2nd  run 70 

Memorial — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col);  For- 

grotten  Woman  (Univ)  75 

Metropolitan — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox); 

It  Could  Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox) 110 

Orpheum — Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M); 

Strong:er  Thau  Desire  (M-G-M)  70 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  65 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  70 


CHARLOTTE 


Broadway- -3Iillion  Dollar  Liegs  (Para)  90 

Carolina — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring:  Fever 

(M-G-M)  * 120 

Imperial — Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M),  1st  half...  90 
Imperial — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB),  2nd  half.... 100 
State — Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  HO 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  held 

5th  

Chicago — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 
show;  film  moved  to  Garrick  for  2nd  loop 

11® 

Garrick — 3Ian  About  Town  (Para),  2nd  loop 



Oriental — Rose  of  Washington  Square  (20th- 
Fox),  continued  loop  run,  plus  stage  show.. 110 

Roosevelt — Stolen  Life  (UA)  85 

State-Lake — Mithin  the  Law  (M-G-M),  plus 
stage  show  


CLEVELAND 


Allen — The  Saint  in  London  (RKO)  HO 

Hippodrome — Daughters  Courageous  (FN), 

2nd  80 

Palace — Naughty  But  Nice  (WB),  4 days; 

Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB),  3 days 75 

State — Maisie  (M-G-M)  120 

Stillman — Man  About  Town  (Para),  2nd  wk....l00 


DALLAS 

Capitol— Renegade  Trail  (Para),  1st  half 90 

Capitol — My  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col).  2nd  half.  80 
Majestic — Maisie  (M-G-M);  Major  Bowes 

Amateurs  on  stage  100 

Palace — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  125 

Rialto — Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M), 

1st  half  100 

Rialto — King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  HO 


Tower — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chii>s  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk.  .100 

DENVER 


Aladdin — The  Mikado  (Univ),  after  a wk.  at 

the  Orpheum  85 

Denham — Man  About  Town  (Para),  2nd  wk.  ..100 

Denver — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Orpheum — G<HKlbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  after 
a wk.,  and  Career  (RKO)  for  3 days;  Andy 
Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever  (M-G-M):  Panama 

Lady  (RKO),  4 days  ....135 

Paramount — Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox);  Charlie 

Chan  in  Reno  (20th-Fox)  100 

Rialto — Y'oung  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox),  after 
a wk.  each  at  the  Denver  and  Aladdin; 
They  Asked  for  It  (Univi  100 


•DETROIT 


Adams — The  Gorilla  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk. 
at  Fox;  Five  Came  Back  (RKO),  after  a 

wk.  at  Fox  75 

Fox — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  Mr.  Moto  on 

Danger  Island  (20th-Fox)  80 

Michigan — Andy  Hardy  Gets  vSpring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  85 

Palms  State — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB);  Exile 

Express  (GN)  70 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — SoutlBward  Ho  (Rep);  personal  ap- 
pearance Smiley  Burnette  130 

Apollo — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Undercover 

Doctor  (Para).  3rd  wk 80 

Circle — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  It  Could 

Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox)  125 

Ivoew’.s — Captain  Fury  (UA) ; Parents  on 

Trial  (Col)  100 


KANSAS  CITY 


Esquire — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox) 150 

Midand — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M); 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 110 

Newman — Man  About  Towti  (Para),  holdover.  . 75 
Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  130 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

Maisie  (plus  stage  show)  — 

Dallas  165 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever  ». 

(dual) — Omaha  15(), 

T 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips — New  Haven 
(2nd  wk.)  .’....150 

Second  Piddle — Kansas  City  and  ^ 
Providence  150  ■ 

Man  About  Town — Los  Angeles....l50*' 


Andy  Hardy  Gets,  Spring  Fever 

— Los  Angeles  ...^ 140*!;  D 

1; 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  10th  i^.,  ^ew  YoHc 
City;  5th  wk.,  Chicago;  4th  wk!^  Seattle; 

3rd  wk.,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg'h. 


Lenin  in  1918, 
City. 


5th  wk..  Cameo,  New  York 


Man  .About  Town,  4th  wk.,  Portland,  Ore.; 
3rd  wk.,  Indianapolis,  New  York  City. 

- Seeond  Fiddle,  4th  wk..  New  York  City. 


Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  9th  wk., 

held  120 

Capitol — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M),  final 

5 days  50 

Criterion — Bulldog;  Drummond’s  Bride  (Para) . . 45 

Globe — Waterfront  (IVB)  80 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para),  3rd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show  110 

Radio  City  -Musie-  Hall — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 

|.■(UA,),  plus  stage  show  100 

R-ialto — ^Fiye  Came  Baek  (RKO),  2nd  wk 110 

Roxy; — Second  ^^iddle  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk., 

plus  stage  -sHorX,  held  90 

strand — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB),  plus 
stage  show  ?7. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — Maisie  (M-G-M)  

.Liberty— 4rell  No  Tales  (M-G-M);  The  Man 


80 


95 


Who 


^ Midwi 
‘ V^^la?a 


-(Pai^), 


amoveover 


red  (FN)  . . 

^Tuarez  (WB) 

About  'Bowii 

'Cfitetion 

Lady- and  tMe  Mob  (Col)  ;j.North 

of  the  Yukon  (Col)  

Nang;hty  But  Nice  (WB) 


. 90 

.110 


%- 


. . . , . 

i 


.100 

. 90 


OMAHA 


Brandeis — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) ; Code 

of  the  Secret  Service  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 

Omaha — Andy  )EIardy  Gets  Spring:  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Prison  Without  Bars  (UA) 150 

Orpheum— Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M);  Tell 
No  Tales  (M-G-M)  120 


LOS  ANGELES 


PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk...ll0 

Earle — The  Saint  .,in  Ia)n^on  (RKO) 100 

Fox — Good  Girls  tlo  to  Paris  (Col),  plus  stage 

show  rvith  Beet  Lahr  a(nd  Hildegarde 90 

Karlton — On  Borrowed  ijime  (M-G-M) 105 

Palace — Captain  F^r.v  (UA),  3rd  run 95 

Stanley — Daughters  Courageons  (FN),  2nd  wk. . 90 
Stanton — Five^  Came  Back  (RKO) 100 


Chinese — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  135 

Downtown — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB);  Naughty 

But  Nice  (WB)  90 

Four  Star — Gootlbye,  >Ir.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

9th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — Career  (RKO);  Ex-Champ  (Univ)..  75 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  75 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para),  Eddie 

(Rochester)  Anderson  on  stage  150 

State — Same  as  Chinese  140 


MILWAUKEE 


Palace — Goodb.ve,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .125 
Riverside — The  House  of  Fear  (Univ); 

Bill  Carlsen’s  orchestra  on  stage HO 

Strand— Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M); 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  80 

Warner — Naii.ghty  But  Nice  (WB);  Ex-Champ 

(Univ)  80 

■Wisconsin — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  The 

Gorilla  (20th-Fox)  95 


PITTSBURGH 


Alvin — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col) 70 

Penn— Maisie  (M-G-M)  75 

Stanley — Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  90 

Warner — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  3rd 

d.  t.  wk 80 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Big  Town  Czar  (Univ),  2nd  wk...l00 
Mayfair — Man  About  Town  (Para);  The  Zero 


Hour  (Rep),  4th  wk 90 

Orpheum— Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  The  Saint 

in  London  (RKO)  100 

Paramount — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col);  Good 

Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)  95 

United  Artists — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) ; 

The  House  of  Fear  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 


PROVIDENCE 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster—  Big  Town  Czar  (Univ) ; House  of 


Fear  CUniv)  90 

Century — Captain  Fury  (LiA)  70 

Gopher — Sorority  House  (RKO)  80 

Orpheum — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) 125 


State — (ioodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk...l30 


Carlton — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) ; 

Five  Came  Back  (RKO),  2nd  wk 120 

Majestic — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  Mr. 

Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th-Fox) 150 

State — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M);  They 

All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  100 

Strand — Goo<l  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col); 

Romance  of  Redwoods  (Col)  90 


NEW  HAVEN 


College — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M); 

Barents  on  Trial  (Col),  2na  wk 150 

Loew-Poli — Seeond  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  Mr. 

Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th-Fox),  moved 

to  College  for  2na  wk 90 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para);  Bulldog 

Drnmniond’s  Bride  (Para).  2nd  wk 70 

Roger  Sherman — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) ; 

For  Love  or  Money  (Univ),  11  days 115 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — The  Gorilla  (20th-Fox)  100 

Globe — Lnek.v  Night  (M-G-M)  80 

Lil)erty — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  90 

Lyceum — Three  of  a Kind  (Univ)  80 

Orpheunii — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col) 90 

.S'aenger — Seeond  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  100 

State — Maisie  (M-G-M)  100 

Tudor — Juarez  (WB)  85 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Centre — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  105 

Studio — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 115 

Utah — Maisie  (M-G-M);  Blackwell’s  Island 

(FN)  115 


SEATTLE 


Blue  Mouse — ^Five  Came  Back  (RKO); 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  90 

Fifth  Avenue — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox); 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para)  100 

Liberty — Blind  Alloy  (Col);  Romance  of  the 

Redwoods  (Col)  85 

Music  Box — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 100 

Orpheum — Career  (RKO);  Ex-Chanip  (Univ)..  90 
Palomar — Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  120 

Paramount- —And.v  Hard.v  Gets  Spring  Fever 
(M-G-M);  Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 90 
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New  York  Allied  Has 
Run-in  With  National 

New  York — Allied  of  New  York  is  on  the 
pan  with  its  national  organization  and 
may  be  expelled  if  the  executive  directorate 
decides  to  take  such  action  at  its  next 
meeting.  No  date  is  set  for  the  national 
directors’  meeting,  but  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  is 
understood  to  be  in  touch  with  Abram  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel,  on  the  situation. 

While  in  New  York,  Col.  Cole  on  Tues- 
day met  with  the  local  Allied  directors  to 
hear  their  reasons  why  a resolution  was 
adopted  to  further  continue  negotiations 
with  distributors  on  the  code  after  the 
national  body  in  Minneapclis  had  decided 
to  forget  about  the  trade  practices. 

Cole  did  not  pass  muster  on  the  situ- 
ation, declaring  he  would  leave  it  up  to  the 
directors  to  take  action.  On  Wednesday, 
the  day  Cole  left  for  his  home  in  Dallas, 
Max  A.  Cohen  and  his  group  met  with 
William  P.  Rodgers,  general  sales  mana- 
ger for  M-G-M  and  chief  spokesman  for 
film  companies  on  the  code,  in  an  effort 
to  get  a separate  schedule  of  clearances 
established  for  New  York  under  the  code. 

Cohen’s  contention  has  been  that  no 
standard  clearance  regulation  can  be  set 
up  in  the  code  for  arbitration  because  pro- 
tection privileges  vary  in  Chicago,  where 
admissions  are  the  guiding  factor,  and  on 
the  coast  where  both  admissions  and  other 
factors  combine  to  determine  clearances. 
In  New  York,  the  major  circuit  situation 
is  unlike  any  part  of  the  country  and  again 
presents  a unique  clearance  arrangement 
for  independents. 

For  Uniform  Code 

National  Allied  for  some  time  has  viewed 
Cohen  as  “the  bad  boy  of  Allied’’  for  his 
views  which  have  been  contradictory  to 
the  organization’s  policy.  Cole  came  on 
from  Washington  after  he  and  A.  F.  Myers 
had  conferred  with  Harry  Hopkins,  secre- 
tary of  the  department  of  commerce,  on 
industry  trade  practices  and  how  they  af- 
fect the  smaller  operator. 

Although  no  comment  is  forthcoming, 
Rodgers  is  imderstood  to  have  advised 
Cohen  and  his  group  that  the  code,  as 
finally  drawn,  will  apply  to  all  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  without  alteration, 
the  reason  being  that,  if  exceptions  are 
made  in  one  case,  similar  cries  will  be 
heard  from  all  parts  of  the  country  and 
there  might  as  well  not  be  a uniform  code. 


Richey  Checks  Clearances; 

Paves  Way  for  RKO  Deals 

New  York — H.  M.  Richey,  field  contact 
for  RKO,  returned  Wednesday  from  a six- 
day  trip  to  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Detroit 
and  Indianapolis  where  he  visited  RKO 
exchanges  in  connection  with  clearance 
complaints  registered  by  independents 
against  the  major  circuits. 

Richey  checked  up  on  the  complaints  in 
advance  of  negotiations  for  national  film 
deals  by  his  company  with  the  circuits. 
Where  clearances  can  be  reduced  to  con- 
form with  exhibitor  requests,  sales  execu- 
tives of  RKO  will  do  so.  The  complaints 
which  Richey  checked  into  are  copies  of 
those  filed  with  the  department  of  justice 
in  Washington. 

E 4 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

'The  Menace"  Hits  Town — 

Edward  G.  Robinson,  formerly  known 
as  "Little  Caesar,”  reaches  New  York 
and  gives  his  youngster,  Manny,  a sort 
of  stratospheric  view  of  Grand  Cen- 
tral Station.  He  sails  for  Europe  on 
the  Normandie  Tuesday  and,  upon  his 
return,  will  do  “The  Man  of  the  Hour” 
for  the  Freres  Warner. 

Film  Aliorneys  Called 
To  Set  Trial  Date 

New  York — Several  film  company  at- 
torneys met  with  Paul  Williams,  assistant 
to  the  attorney  general,  here  Friday  in 
the  first  of  a series  of  sessions  to  set  a 
trial  date  for  the  all-industry  suit.  Another 
meeting,  with  one  or  two  lawyers  who  were 
not  included  in  the  initial  session  because 
they  are  handling  their  defense  separately, 
is  slated  for  Monday. 

The  indication  is  that  attempts  by  the 
government  for  an  early  trial  in  November 
are  not  meeting  with  the  consent  of  dis- 
tributor counsel  who  are  reported  seeking 
to  forestall  court  hearings  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. However,  Williams  is  pushing  for 
a fall  court  calendar  date  and,  imless 
an  agreement  is  reached,  the  date  will 
be  left  to  the  disposal  of  Senior  Judge 
John  C.  Knox.  A meeting  before  Judge 
Knox  is  slated  for  ’Tuesday. 


"Each  Dawn"  Gives 
Strand  a Record 

New  York — "Each  Dawn  I Die"  with 
Eddy  Duchin  on  the  stage  sent  the 
Strand  to  slightly  under  $52,000  and 
a record  for  the  week  which  ended 
Thursday  night.  Previous  high  under 
the  film-band  policy  went  to  "Angels 
With  Dirty  Faces"  which  did  about 
$50,500. 

"Each  Dawn  I Die"  stays  three,  may- 
be, four  weeks. 


"Go  Ahead"  Signal  to 
RKO  by  Directors 

New  York — As  expected,  the  “go  ahead’’ 
signal  was  given  to  RKO  when  the  re- 
maining members  of  the  company’s  long- 
dormant  board  met  with  those  recently 
appointed  by  the  courts  and  consummated 
what  now  constitutes  the  13-man  board 
that  is  responsible  for  the  direction  of 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corp. 

Elected  were  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Thomas  P. 
Durell,  Frederick  L.  Ehrman,  L.  Lawrence 
Green,  Conde  Nast,  John  E.  Parsons,  Rich- 
ard C.  Patterson  jr.,  N.  Peter  Rathvon, 
George  J.  Schaefer,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus 
and  Raymond  Bill.  James  G.  Harbord  and 
Lunsford  P.  Yandell  are  retained  as  board 
members. 

Schaefer  was  elected  president  of  the 
company  and  Patterson  chairman  of  the 
board,  according  to  pre-arranged  agenda. 

The  board  is  now  free  to  meet  infor- 
mally for  consultation  with  the  RKO  man- 
agement and  the  trustee.  In  1932,  at  an 
extraordinary  stockholders’  meeting,  19  di- 
rectors were  elected,  with  the  proviso  that 
a one-third  vote  was  necessary  to  consti- 
tute a quorum.  Due  to  death  and  resig- 
nation, only  four  members  were  still  active 
at  the  time  the  court  approved  the  re- 
organization plan  on  April  11,  making  it 
necessary  to  secure  permission  from  Fed- 
eral Judge  William  O.  Bondy  to  allow  the 
remaining  four  directors  to  technically 
approve  new  board  members  as  outlined 
in  the  reorganization  plan  and  already 
approved  by  Judge  Bondy. 

Since  early  in  1933,  when  the  company 
went  into  receivership,  the  board,  as  such, 
did  not  function.  Hence,  the  board,  as 
formalized  at  this  week’s  meeting,  con- 
stitutes the  first  active  group  of  advisors 
in  over  six  years. 

Only  two  appeals  to  the  U.  S.  supreme 
court  stand  in  the  way  of  the  company’s 
final  emergence  from  reorganization  pro- 
ceedings. Since  both  the  federal  court  and 
the  circuit  court  of  appeals  have  denied 
the  appeals,  it  is  deemed  unlikely  they  will 
be  reversed  by  the  Washington  tribunal. 

Goodman  Still  Hopeful 
Despite  Far  East  Stew 

New  York — Despite  this  country’s  re- 
nunciation of  the  Japanese  commercial 
treaty,  Del  Goodman,  20th  Century-Fox 
general  manager  in  the  Far  East,  is  opti- 
mistic over  the  future  for  American  film 
companies  there.  He  points  out  that  Japan 
is  at  war,  and  that  certain  conditions 
must  be  expected,  but  says  American  man- 
agers in  Tokyo  now  are  working  on  an 
agreement  for  next  year,  with  indications 
of  a .satisfactory  arrangement. 

The  market  in  China  has  about  been 
ruined  because  of  the  war,  Goodman  says, 
pointing  out  that  customs  restrictions  and 
the  drop  in  the  exchange  rate  to  nine 
cents  is  impairing  revenue  considerably. 
Unless  it  is  cleared  up,  20th-Fox  won’t 
continue  shipments  to  China,  he  says. 


Cohn  Sails  Tuesday 

New  York — Harry  Cohn,  Columbia 
president,  sails  for  Europe  Tuesday  on  the 
Normandie. 
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English,  French  Strive 
For  U.  S.  Market 

New  York — English  and  French  pro- 
ducers are  endeavoring  to  strengthen  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  their  product  in 
an  effort  to  maintain  playing  time  on 
domestic  screens,  which  is  being  threatened 
by  American  companies  in  an  effort  to  re- 
coup losses  caused  by  dwindling  markets 
in  other  European  countries,  according  to 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the  Uni- 
versal board.  Cowdin  arrived  on  the 
Champlain  from  London  and  Paris. 

He  reports  Universal’s  business  in  Great 
Britain  “satisfactory.”  If  the  pace  is  main- 
tained, he  said,  revenue  will  be  noticeably 
ahead  of  the  period  ending  in  October, 
1938,  when  he  was  last  abroad.  He  dis- 
cussed “problems”  with  C.  M.  Woolf,  “U’s” 
distributor  in  England,  but  said  these 
were  of  the  same  nature  as  experienced 
in  America — “nothing  unusual.” 

Cowdin  said  he  was  not  particularly  im- 
pressed with  London  television  and  pre- 
dicted it  would  be  “years”  before  the 
medium  cut  into  either  radio  or  theatre 
business  there. 

May  Drop  French  Quota 
Restrictions  Shortly 

New  York — French  quota  restrictions 
may  be  dropped  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
French  government.  Col.  Frederick  L.  Her- 
ron, foreign  manager  for  MPPDA,  reports 
following  a conference  at  the  state  de- 
partment in  Washington. 


Approves  Revamp  Plan 

New  York — Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  has  formally  approved  the  re- 
organization plan  of  the  French  Motion 
Picture  Corp.,  favored  by  68  per  cent  of 
the  creditors.  John  S.  Tapernoux,  presi- 
dent, arrives  from  France  shortly  with 
films  for  the  new  season. 


A Renewal  With  British 
Lion  Is  Yates  Plan 


New  York — Discussion  of  the  renewal  of 
Republic’s  franchise  deal  with  British  Lion 
is  on  the  agenda  of  Herbert  J.  Yates,  who 
docks  in  England  Tuesday  on  the  Man- 
hattan. The  deal  has  two  years  to  run,  but 
Yates  indicated  before  he  left  that  he  will 
go  over  the  matter  with  Sam  Smith,  head 
of  the  British  company. 

The  Republic  chief  said  he  would  be  gone 
for  about  seven  weeks.  Yates  plans  to  ac- 
company Gene  Autry,  who  is  making  a 
personal  appearance  tour  in  the  conjunc- 
tion with  the  showing  of  his  pictures. 

Moe  J.  Siegel,  in  charge  of  production, 
conferred  with  Yates  aboard  the  boat  and 
stated  the  25  per  cent  increase  in  the 
budget,  amounting  roughly  to  $2,000,000, 
will  stand.  Siegel  is  now  on  the  coast  and 
expects  to  start  the  new  season  schedule 
rolling  by  the  middle  of  the  month. 


John  Day  Hits  Big  Talk 
About  South  America 

New  York — Another  objection  against 
referring  to  South  America  as  the  market 
for  recouping  lost  European  revenues  is 
voiced  by  John  L.  Day,  Paramount’s  man- 
ager for  that  continent. 

He  says  the  market  has  been  over- 
estimated and  a lot  of  “foolish  publicity” 
concerning  the  value  of  Latin  America 
makes  it  more  difficult  for  the  American 
companies. 

Day,  who  is  here  for  home  office  con- 
ferences with  George  Weltner,  assistant  to 
John  W.  Hicks,  jr.,  plans  to  return  Sep- 
tember 7. 

A recent  development  in  Brazil  is  the 
distribution  of  Japanese  pictui'e  which  will 
probably  spread  to  other  places  where  there 
are  large  Japanese  colonies,  he  reports. 
Day  says  Fi'ench  films  furnish  the  stiffest 
competition  so  far  as  the  foreign  product 
is  concerned. 


They  Played  It  in  the  Olden  Days — 

As  part  of  the  ceremonies  attendant  upon  demolition  of  the  Palace  front  to 
make  way  for  a new.  streamlined  effect.  RKO  assembled  some  of  the  one- 
time headliners  who  played  the  Broadway  house  when  it  was  the  ace  two-a- 
day  vaudeville  theatre  of  America.  For  instance,  here  are  shown  Lew  Hearn, 
Harry  Richman,  Dave  Apollon  and  Ben  Blue. 


New  Series  of  Trust 
Suits  Threatens 

Washington — A whole  series  of  anti- 
trust prosecutions  may  be  brought  against 
the  major  distributors  and  regional  exhibi- 
tor chains  by  the  government  within  the 
next  few  months,  it  is  indicated  by  Attor- 
ney General  Frank  Murphy. 

Plans  of  the  department,  as  disclosed  by 
Murphy,  are  to  bring  cases  based  on  situa- 
tions in  a number  of  cities  where  investiga- 
tions have  been  under  way,  in  addition  to 
the  Los  Angeles  case  which  he  had  pre- 
viously stated  would  be  laid  before  a fed- 
eral grand  jury  this  fall. 

These  investigations,  he  said,  are  near- 
ing completion  and,  he  indicated,  the  de- 
partment will  whip  its  material  into  shape 
during  the  summer  with  a view  to  acting 
before  the  end  of  the  year  on  all  situa- 
tions on  which  it  is  believed  prosecutions 
can  be  successfully  maintained. 

The  attorney  general  also  clarified  the 
tax  cases  which  it  had  been  reported  the 
department  was  investigating,  explaining 
that  three  matters,  all  involving  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  had  been  referred  by  the 
treasury  department. 

In  one  case,  in  which  Schenck,  William 
Goetz  and  Darryl  Zanuck  and  three  per- 
sons not  identified  by  the  department  are 
under  investigation  for  alleged  tax  defi- 
ciencies in  connection  with  transactions 
undertaken  during  the  20th  Century-Fox 
merger,  the  department  has  not  yet  deter- 
mined whether  there  is  civil  or  criminal 
liability. 

A second  case,  revolving  around  the 
labor  situation  in  Los  Angeles,  Involves 
Schenck,  Arthur  W.  Stebbins  and  WiUiam 
Bioff,  lATSE  labor  leader,  and  involves 
alleged  failure  of  Bioff  to  report  payments 
received  from  Schenck. 

The  third  matter,  concerning  Schenck’s 
personal  taxes,  involves  also  Joseph  M. 
Moskowitz,  an  accountant,  Murphy  said. 

The  attorney  general  explained  that 
Schenck  had  voluntarily  come  to  the  de- 
partment and  had  discussed  freely  the  de- 
tails of  the  several  matters,  claiming  that 
he  owed  the  government  nothing  in  the 
20th  Century-Fox  case  and  denying  that 
he  had  assisted  Bioff  in  evading  taxes. 

Murphy  said  he  had  no  knowledge  whe- 
ther Schenck  had  made  the  treasury  any 
offer  in  settlement  of  its  claims,  but  point- 
ed out  that  once  a matter  was  before  the 
department  of  justice  no  settlement  could 
be  consummated  without  his  approval. 

UA  Five-Year  Franchise 
To  Hoyts  of  Australia 

New  York — UA  has  closed  with  Hoyts 
of  Australia  on  a five-year  franchise  deal, 
according  to  Charles  E.  Munro,  operating 
head  of  the  circuit  which  embraces  over 
120  theatres. 

Munro  now  is  working  on  a long-term 
pact  with  20th  Century-Fox  which  is  why 
he  has  delayed  his  sailing.  Once  the  deal 
is  completed,  he  will  leave  for  the  coast 
to  spend  a few  days  there  before  return- 
ing to  Australia. 
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UA  to  Ask  Dismissal 
Of  Folly  Litigation 

New  York — UA  will  ask  the  federal  court 
on  Tuesday  to  dismiss  the  $750,000  triple 
damage  Sherman  Act  violation  suit  against 
it,  the  Randforce  Amusement  Corp.,  Sam- 
uel Rinzler,  Louis  Frisch,  Loew’s,  Warners, 
20th-Fox,  RKO,  Paramount,  Vitagraph, 
Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Big  U Film 
Corp.,  Columbia,  Monogram  Distributing 
Corp.,  and  Republic  by  the  Folly  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  operators  of  the  Folly  The- 
atre in  Brooklyn. 

In  lieu  of  the  dismissal,  UA  will  ask 
that  paragraphs  40-55  of  the  complaint  be 
dismissed  as  having  no  bearing,  or  for  a 
bill  of  particulars.  Apparently  the  major 
company  feels  all  it  will  receive  is  the 
bill,  as  a long  list  of  particulars  desired 
followed  the  other  requests.  Some  of  them 
are: 

Is  United  Artists  a producer?  If  so,  what 
pictures  has  it  produced?  How  is  UA  en- 
gaged in  interstate  commerce?  Were  the 
contracts  and  leases  referred  to  in  the  com- 
plaint oral  or  written?  Which  of  UA’s 
pictures  played  the  Folly?  In  what  way 
was  UA  “terrorized”  to  do  the  bidding  of 
Randforce?  Was  there  any  agreement  be- 
tween the  defendants  as  to  the  monopo- 
listic enterprises  complained  of?  If  so, 
give  the  time,  place,  parties  that  signed 
and  whether  oral  or  written.  Then  fol- 
lows a request  for  definition  of  terms,  re- 
quests for  details  of  the  alleged  threats 
made  by  Rinzler  and  Frisch  and  requests 
for  an  itemized  list  of  damages  suffered 
by  the  plaintiff. 

Tire  last  request  is  similar  to  that  in 
the  all-industry  action  in  that  UA  asks  for 
all  particulars  in  the  hands  of  the  plaintiff 
be  furnished  now,  with  the  balance  no 
later  than  30  days  before  trial. 

The  suit  claims  that,  due  to  the  vio- 
lations of  the  anti-trust  laws,  the  Folly 
was  unable  to  secure  product  and  after  a 
futile  struggle  was  forced  out  of  business 
with  a loss  of  $250,000. 

Examine  Sam  Goldwyn  in 
"Roman  Scandals"  Case 

New  York — Samuel  Goldwyn  will  be 
examined  before  a notary  public  on  Tues- 
day in  connection  with  a $1,000,000  pla- 
giarism action  against  him,  his  company, 
Eddie  Cantor  and  UA  by  Mort  Eisman, 
Clara  Dollar  and  Robert  Louis  Shayon 
in  which  the  picture  “Roman  Scandals” 
is  alleged  to  have  been  copied  from  the 
plaintiffs’  play  “Oh  Shah.” 

The  action  was  originally  tossed  out  by 
the  federal  court,  but  the  circuit  court  of 
appeals  reversed  the  dismissal  and  ordered 
the  federal  court  to  re-try  the  suit.  Last 
week  Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  grant- 
ed an  application  for  a preference  and  set 
the  case  for  November  hearing. 


"Mask"  Betters  "Cristo" 
Takes  in  Early  Report 

New  York — The  first  six  engagements 
of  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  have  sur- 
passed by  50  per  cent  the  business  done 
by  “The  Count  of  Monte  Cristo”  in  a like 
number  of  showings,  according  to  J.  J. 
Milstein,  eastern  representative  for  Ed- 
ward Small. 

Milstein  says  the  film  hit  $77,000  in  its 
second  week  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
after  an  $88,526  opening  week;  is  in  its 
third  week  in  San  Francisco;  has  been 
moved  over  for  a second  week  at  the  Regal 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  after  an  opening  week 
at  the  Strand;  has  been  held  a second  at 
the  Roger  Sherman,  New  Haven;  has  been 
moved  over  for  a second  at  the  Ocean, 
Asbury,  N.  J.,  after  a week  at  the  Para- 
mount, and  is  in  its  second  week  at  the 
Stanley,  Philadelphia. 

Milstein  is  due  to  leave  here  on  a trans- 
atlantic Clipper  plane  August  12  for  Lon- 
don where  he  will  make  advance  plans  for 
the  premiere  at  the  Odeon,  scheduled  for 
September  4.  He  will  go  to  Paris  for  a 
short  business  trip  and  plans  to  take  a 
Clipper  back  on  August  24. 


Fox  Trustees  Must 
Show  Plan  Aug,  25 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice 
Timothy  A.  Leary  has  allowed  Milton  C. 
Weisman  and  Kenneth  Steinreich,  trus- 
tees of  Fox  Theatres  Corp.,  until  August 
25  to  submit  a plan  for  operating  the 
ti’ust  estate,  a plan  of  dissolution  of  the 
company  and  a budget  of  estimated  re- 
ceipts, expenditui’es  and  distribution  for 
the  period  ending  December  31,  1939. 

The  petition  of  the  trustees  states  the 
final  accounting  of  the  receiver  of  the 
company  who  is  Weisman  has  not  yet 
been  settled  and  allowed,  that  stockholders 
and  creditors  are  objecting  and  that  some 
are  attacking  the  plan.  Until  Federal 
Judge  John  C.  Knox  decides  whether  to  in- 
vestigate the  conduct  of  the  receiver  while 
in  office,  no  plan  can  be  put  forth. 

With  the  signing  of  the  order  of  dis- 
solution, approved  last  January  30  by 
former  Judge  Martin  T.  Manton,  the  es- 
tate became  the  charge  of  the  New  York 
supreme  court,  although  federal  court  con- 
tinued to  wipe  out  pending  matters. 


Hicks  Taking  Alpha  Aug.  1 

Baltimore — Bill  Hicks  is  taking  over  the 
Alpha  Theatre  at  Cantonsville  August  1. 


Dietz  Due  Tuesday 

New  York — Howard  Dietz,  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity  for  M-G-M,  was 
scheduled  to  take  the  Dixie  Clipper  from 
Marseilles  Sunday,  due  here  August  1,  on 
the  return  leg  of  a visit  to  his  family  in 
England.  He  used  the  same  plane  on  the 
trip  over. 


The  First  Lady  Hears  Heifetz — 


— Photos  by  Cosmo-Sileo 


Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  attends  the  premiere  of  “They  Shall  Have  Music” 
at  the  Rivoli  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greenuhch  House  Music  School  and  the 
High  School  of  Music  mid  Art.  That  is  the  outstretched  hand  of  James  Dunn, 
press  agent  for  the  theatre,  leaving  a passageway  for  her  entrance  with  Lynn 
Farnol  comprising  the  rest  of  the  escorting  committee.  All  smiles,  she  appears 
again  with  Herbert  Bayard  Swope  on  the  left  and  Samuel  Goldwyn  in  the 
middle.  The  larger  photograph  shows  several  of  the  guests.  They  are  Mrs. 
Maurice  Silverstone,  her  husband;  Mrs.  Jack  Cohn  and  the  vice-president 
of  Columbia  Pictures. 
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Fox  Coasl  Price  Cut 
Trails  Gross  Slump 

New  York — Reduction  in  admission 
prices  at  a number  of  Fox  West  Coast 
houses  in  San  Francisco,  Oakland,  San 
Bernardino  and  Riverside  is  due  to  poor 
summer  business  and  put  into  effect  to 
stimulate  trade,  according  to  National 
Theatres’  home  office  executives. 

Admission  slashes  during  the  summer 
are  not  new,  a spokesman  for  National 
points  out.  He  adds  that  when  business 
picks  up  in  the  fall  former  prices  usually 
are  restored. 

All  divisional  managers  met  with  Spyros 
Skouras  and  his  aides  during  the  week  on 
general  policies  and  discussed  plans  for 
a new  13-week  business  drive  for  the  fall. 
Winners  of  the  Spyros  Skouras  Show- 
manship Campaign  will  not  be  decided  for 
at  least  two  weeks,  returns  from  the  field 
delaying  the  final  work  here. 

First  run  FWC  houses  in  San  Francisco 
and  Oakland  lopped  off  15  cents  from  the 
55  cents  top  price.  In  San  Bernardino, 
the  admission  range  of  55,  40  and  35  cents 
has  been  lowered  to  40,  35  and  25  cents. 
With  the  change  from  first  run  to  second 
run  for  the  new  DeAnza  at  Riverside,  the 
40  cents  top  has  been  cut  to  25  cents.  The 
Riverside,  same  city,  now  is  the  first  run 
at  40  cents  top. 

Hospital  Is  Proposed  in 
Honor  of  A,  H,  Schwartz 

New  York — A preliminary  proposal  has 
been  made  to  the  M.  P.  Associates,  which 
has  a committee  studying  it,  for  an  A.  H. 
Schwartz  Memorial  Hospital  for  local 
salesmen,  exhibitors  and  others  identified 
with  the  industry. 


Loew  Taking  Lease 
On  Bronx  House 

New  York — Loew's  is  understood  to 
have  taken  a long  term  lease  on  the 
new  theatre  being  constructed  by  Met- 
ropolitan Life  Insurance  Co.  on  the  site 
of  the  old  Catholic  Protectory  in  the 
Bronx.  The  theatre  is  part  of  a new 
development. 


C.  E,  McCarthy  to  Stand 
In  Suit  Over  "Lincoln" 

New  York — Charles  E.  McCarthy,  direc- 
tor of  advertising  and  publicity  for  20th 
Century-Fox,  takes  the  stand  August  2 
for  examination  in  the  injunction  proceed- 
ings launched  against  his  company  by 
Robert  E.  Sherwood  and  the  Playwrights 
Producing  Co.  over  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois.’’ 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Edward  McCook 
has  ordered  McCarthy’s  appearance  and 
with  him  all  corporate  records  pertaining 
to  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln,”  except  those 
dealing  with  the  financial  course  of  the 
film.  Sherwood  and  the  Playwrights, 
aside  from  an  injunction,  seek  an  account- 
ing and  damages,  alleging  “Young  Mr. 
Lincoln”  tends  to  confuse  the  public  into 
the  belief  it  is  their  play,  “Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois,”  which  they  are  viewing. 

"Refugee"  Showing  for 
Spanish  Relief  Aid 

New  York — “Refugee,”  which  is  being 
released  by  the  Spanish  Refugee  Relief 
Campaign  of  which  Harold  L.  Ickes  is 
honorary  chairman,  will  be  screened  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  Thursday  evening.  The  film 
deals  with  the  flight  of  Spanish  people 
from  General  Franco’s  army. 


U.  Ulysses  Klutz  Reports 


New  York — The  mailbag  brings  the 
weekly  sales  report  from  U.  Ulysses  Klutz, 
representative  in  good  standing  for 
Heigho!  Productions. 

“Dear  Miss  O:  I always  try  to  remem- 
ber what  the  boss  said  about  keeping  my 
temper,  but  it’s  hard  to  remember.  I 
guess  he  never  had  to  call  on  the  bird  who 
runs  the  Sho  Shop  in  Underwater,  Ark. 
What  a dog  he  is! 

“I  pulled  up  in  front  of  his  place  this 
morning  just  as  he  was  getting  into  his 
car.  He  said  he  was  going  fishing  to 
duck  the  hot  weather.  On  my  last  trip 
here  in  February  he  was  just  leaving  for 
Florida  to  get  away  from  the  cold  weather. 
Well,  he  told  me  there  was  no  use  talk- 
ing pictures  since  it  was  too  hot  for  any- 
one to  come  to  the  theatre,  anyway.  Last 
winter  he  said  the  same  thing,  only  it 
was  too  cold.  This  guy  sure  has  bad  luck 
with  weather,  don’t  he  Miss  O? 

“I  told  him  we’re  having  a drive;  that 
the  studio  is  driving  the  actors,  the  stock- 
holders are  driving  the  big  boss,  the  big 
boss  is  driving  our  boss  and  he’s  driving 
me  and  I’m  driving  myself  nuts  trying  to 
get  a little  business,  so  will  he  please 
listen  to  my  proposition.  Just  then  the 


phone  rang  inside  the  theatre  and  he 
called  me  some  names  for  stopping  him 
because  if  I hadn’t  held  him  up  he  wouldn’t 
have  to  answer  it.  He  got  out  of  his  car, 
unlocked  the  lobby  and  someone  on  the 
phone  asked  him  if  there  was  going  to  be 
a show  Saturday  night. 

“He  said  that  depended  if  he  could  get 
back  from  fishing  in  time  to  run  the 
machines.  That  reminded  him  to  call  the 
express  company  and  tell  them  not  to  send 
the  film  back  if  he  didn’t  pick  it  up  Fri- 
day night,  but  to  hold  it  until  Satirrday 
or  Sunday,  depending  on  whether  the  fish 
were  biting.  Then  he  wrote  a postcard  to 
two  other  exchanges  and  booked  two  other 
pictures  for  the  week,  ‘with  advertising  in 
the  can.’  Said  he’d  play  whichever  picture 
came  in  with  the  lightest  C.O.  D. 

“Well,  I saw  I wasn’t  getting  anywhere 
with  this  bird,  so  I thought  I’d  try  to 
scare  him  by  saying  there  were  rumors 
there  was  going  to  be  a new  house  down 
the  road.  ’This  got  him  so  mad  he  got  a 
nosebleed,  which  scared  me,  so  I left  for 
Blatchford  to  get  my  teeth  fixed,  and  I’ll 
be  writing  to  you. 

“Sincerely, 

U.  U.  KLUTZ.” 


Admission  Tax  Return 
Shows  Drop  for  '39 

Washington — A considerable  loss  in  box- 
office  collections  during  the  fiscal  year 
1939,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  pe- 
riod, is  indicated  by  figures  of  the  bureau 
of  internal  revenue  reporting  that  admis- 
sion tax  collections  during  the  12  months 
ended  with  June  totaled  only  $19,470,801.85 
as  compared  with  $20,800,779.49  in  the  fis- 
cal year  1938,  a loss  of  $1,329,977.64. 

While,  on  the  basis  of  the  tax  rate,  this 
would  indicate  a drop  of  some  $13,000,000 
in  boxoffice  receipts,  there  is  no  way  of 
telling  what  the  actual  decline  was,  since 
there  is  no  government  record  of  the  box- 
office  take  of  amusements  charging  less 
than  the  40-cent  minimum. 

Throughout  the  fiscal  year,  the  bureau 
reported,  admission  tax  collections  were 
almost  uniformly  under  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  there  being  only  two  months 
in  which  they  were  found  to  be  higher. 

Collections  for  the  month  of  June,  it 
was  stated,  totaled  $1,491,260.37,  com- 
pared with  $1,624,453.11  for  the  same  pe- 
riod last  year  and  $1,605,987.70  for  May. 
This  was  the  third  lowest  take  of  the  year, 
only  the  August,  1938,  and  April,  1939, 
totals  being  lower. 

The  range  of  collections  through  the 
year  was  unusually  narrow,  running  only 
from  $2,020,376.64  in  December  to  $1,384,- 
721.72  in  April,  where  as  in  the  preceding 
fiscal  year  the  range  was  between  $1,- 
394,659.49  in  May  and  $2,290,027.37  in  De- 
cember, bureau  figures  showed. 

Skouras  Supervisory  Post 
Attained  by  D,  Krepps 

New  York — D.  Krepps,  formerly  mana- 
ger of  the  Branxville,  Bronxville,  has  been 
promoted  by  George  Skouras  and  William 
White  to  a division  post,  one  of  the  three 
important  supervisory  jobs  in  the  Skouras 
circuit  here.  He  will  have  charge  of  the 
circuit’s  theatres  in  Westchester,  Bronx 
and  Manhattan,  which  has  been  tempo- 
rarily handled  by  White.  The  other  two 
division  heads  are  Jack  Harris,  for  Long 
Island,  and  Herman  Starr,  covering  New 
Jersey.  Krepps  is  now  vacationing  and 
assumes  his  new  duties  upon  his  return. 

Other  changes  in  the  circuit  have  Mike 
Weshner,  brother  of  “Skip,”  of  the  Warner 
circuit  in  Philadelphia,  moving  from  the 
Corona,  Corona,  L.  I.,  to  the  Rialto,  Jer- 
sey City;  Tommy  Robinson,  from  the  Jack- 
son,  Jackson  Heights,  L.  I.,  recently  re- 
opened after  an  alteration  job  costing 
$65,000,  to  the  Forest  Hills,  Forest  Hills; 
Major  Adolpho  Caruso  from  the  Forest 
Hills  to  the  Beacon,  Port  Washington. 

Three  District  Managers 
For  Hoff  berg's  Product 

New  York — Robert  H.  Campbell  has 
been  named  district  manager  for  J.  H. 
Hoffberg  for  Maryland,  Virginia  and 
Washington,  D.  C.,  with  headquarters  in 
the  last  named  city.  William  E.  Sipe  is 
district  manager  for  Tennessee,  eastern 
Arkansas  and  western  Kentucky.  Pat 
Garyn  will  cover  Texas  and  Oklahoma. 
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Lurie  Back  to  Japan 
As  Universal  Head 


New  York — Robert  Lurie,  formerly  with 
M-G-M  in  Japan,  and  manager  for  Bata- 
via, returns  to  Japan  as  general  manager 
for  Universal.  He  sails  shortly  to  as- 
sume his  new  post. 

Dwindling  importance  of  continental 
Europe  as  a foreign  market  is  seen  in  the 
latest  move  by  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Uni- 
versal’s foreign  chief  in  which  he  reap- 
portioned the  territory  into  Latin  and 
Central  Europe. 

According  to  Seidelman,  Ernest  Koenig, 
formerly  supervisor  for  France,  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  Latin  division  which  in- 
cludes France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy  and 
Belgium.  A former  Paramount  man,  Louis 
Foeldes,  will  handle  the  remaining  Cen- 
tral European  markets. 

There  will  be  no  successor  to  the  for- 
mer continental  European  manager, 
George  Canty. 

Seidelman,  who  has  just  completed  a 
seven-week  trip  abroad,  reports  the  prod- 
uct shortage  is  becoming  acute  in  Italy 
and  it  is  very  likely  there  will  be  a break 
in  the  deadlock  shortly. 

While  in  England,  he  closed  a three- 
year  deal  with  Associated  British  for  the 
distribution  of  ten  pictures  a year  in  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand.  Included  among 
the  Australian  releases  is  “The  Beach- 
comber.” 

Four  Majors  Push  Plans 
For  Play  Financing 

New  York — Warner,  M-G-M.  Paramount 
and  20th  Century-Fox  will  be  strong  en- 
tries ill  the  field  for  the  resumption  of 
financing  of  Broadway  plays  when  the 
new  season  gets  under  way  September  1, 
according  to  present  indications. 

A general  agreement  by  all  parties  con- 
cerned is  predicted  by  Sidney  R.  Fleischer, 
Dramatists  Guild  attorney,  before  the 
Broadway  season  opens. 

According  to  Fleischer,  what  remains  are 
a few  minor  details  to  be  ironed  out.  Ap- 
parently the  majors  are  satisfied  since  they 
are  waiting  for  acceptance  by  the  Guild 
and  the  stage  producers. 

Committees  of  both  groups  met  with 
Fleischer  and  are  submitting  the  latest  re- 
vision for  approval  by  their  respective 
members. 

Brooklyn  Clearance  Suit 
Is  Aimed  at  Century 

New  York — Mobeel  Amusement  Co., 
operating  the  Glenwood  in  the  Flatbush 
section  of  Brooklyn,  has  started  an  action 
against  Century  Circuit’s  New  College, 
listing  major  distributors  as  co-defend- 
ants. Subpoenas  have  been  served  on  the 
respondents  but  up  until  late  in  the  week 
no  papers  were  filed  in  the  New  York  su- 
preme court.  Some  of  the  distributors 
have  already  servefd  notice  of  appearance. 

Mobeel  is  objecting  to  the  protection 
taken  over  the  Glenwood  by  Century’s  New 
College,  which  is  about  six  or  seven  blocks 
away.  The  latter  house,  a new  600-seat 
structure,  opened  a year  and  a half  ago. 


It's  Not  a Gas,  But  an  Iron  Mask — 


— Photos  by  Cosmo-Sileo 


Two  men  of  today  at  the  World  of  Tomorrow  over  on  the  Flushing  Meadows. 
In  other  words,  a stunt  for  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.”  Top  picture  shows 
them  arriving,  via  the  Long  Island  Railroad.  Below,  left,  they  buy  tickets. 
Below,  right,  they  take  in  the  General  Motors  show.  Next  shot  finds  them 
going  for  a soft  drink  with  mere  mortal  man  looking  on.  Finally,  they  go 
home,  this  time  via  the  Independent  Subway  System.  One-sheets  and  car 
cards  were  plastered  on  trains  and  all  entrances  to  the  Fair,  drawing  atten- 
tion to  the  run  at  the  Music  Hall. 
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QNE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-ONE  em- 
ployes of  Warner,  UA  and  RKO  have 
“adopted”  Spanish  children  through  the 
Foster  Parents’  Plan  for  Spanish  Children 
in  the  past  year,  according  to  Eric  G, 
Muggeridge,  executive  secretary  whose  or- 
ganization maintains  seven  children’s 
colonies  in  and  around  Biarritz,  Fi'ance. 
More  than  600  prominent  citizens,  includ- 
ing Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Helen 
Hayes,  Tallulah  Bankhead,  Efrem  Zimbal- 
ist,  Professors  Paul  Douglas  and  Lyman 
R.  Bradley  are  “parents”  in  the  same  sense 
which  calls  for  the  support  of  a child  im- 
poverished by  the  Civil  War  at  the  rate 
of  30  cents  a day  for  one  year.  Mi’s.  James 
Roosevelt,  along  with  the  Duchess  of 
Atholl,  the  Earl  of  Listowell  and  Viscount 
Cecil  of  Chelwood,  is  one  of  the  inter- 
national sponsors  of  the  plan. 

Of  the  141  film  men  and  women  who  are 
parties  to  this  humanitarian  work,  the 
Warner  organization  preponderantly  leads 
with  108.  UA  has  25  and  RKO,  eight.  From 
Warner  are  Ben  Kalmenson,  Eddie  Schnit- 
zer,  Gil  Golden,  Al  Schwalberg,  Ira  Tulipan, 
Ken  Aneser,  Archie  Birish,  Charlotte  Ris- 
nick,  Leroy  B.  Griffin,  Freda  Katz,  Louis 
Levine,  Lillian  Rose,  Ruth  Schwartz,  Clara 
Weinstein,  Joseph  S.  Zybukowski,  Norma 
Goldberg,  Helen  Goldstein,  Edith  Lee, 
Eleanor  Simmons,  Paul  Lazarus,  David 
Carson,  Madeline  Goldberg,  Philip  Abrams, 
Lillian  Gordon,  Rae  Herring,  Belle  Benson, 
Harry  Lee,  Victoria  Tsuklas,  Sam  Weis- 
man.  Bob  Pels,  Jonas  Rosenfield  jr.,  Sid 
Taffee,  Irene  Winderlich,  Rhea  Williams, 
Arthur  Reiman,  Mabel  Oldenhage,  Eli 
Oestreich,  Beatrice  Margolies,  Edna  Levine 
and  Mary  Newman. 

Also  Sam  Lefkowitz,  Harry  Hummell, 
Anne  Brodherson,  Leonard  F.  Hoefler, 
Irving  Klein,  Hyman  Lukin,  Hortense  Ro- 
senberg, William  Starr,  Samuel  Wolowitz, 
Harry  Cohen,  Mollie  Negri,  Zelma  Brookov, 


From  Poughkeepsie — 

George  Walsh  of  Necto  Theatres, 
Poughkeepsie,  in  which  Paramount 
has  considerabl  influence,  visits  the 
company’s  Fair  lounge. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

li  Was  Autry  Day — 

Gene  of  the  western  plains  goes  to  the 
Fair  where  a day  is  named  after  him 
and  takes  in  the  Children’s  World  in 
a miniature  covered  wagon.  On  Wed- 
nesday, this  being  attended  to,  he 
sailed  on  the  Manhattan  for  Europe 
with  Herbert  J.  Yates. 


Florence  Fox,  Eva  Siegel,  Jesse  Gourlay, 
Jack  Barry,  Mildred  Marcus,  Yetta  Feiman, 
Anne  Aarons,  Anne  Sobel,  Edward  Schrei- 
ber,  Annette  Baker,  Milt  Marx,  Eleanor 
Mader,  Beatrice  Gelber,  Rose  Schlager, 
John  Gregg  Paine,  Don  Schectman,  Re- 
becca Joffee,  Charles  Kemke,  Clare  Sabul, 
Merna  Tuffel,  Ethel  Moss  Adelman,  Har- 
rison Peterso7i,  Leo  Jacobi,  Eleanor  How- 
ard, Dorothy  Cohen,  Sam  R.  Kahn,  Thel- 
ma Kurtz,  Frederic  B.  Neumark,  Morton 
Rosenberg,  Iris  Streen,  Herman  Zimmer, 
Joh?i  Swenso7i,  Lottie  Dunn,  Flora  Knopf, 
Gladys  Kluie,  Bert  Gilde7i,  Marc  Brody, 
Edward  Greenberg , Joe  Goldstem,  Lillia7i 
Yohai,  Lillian  Spitz,  Rae  Seixas,  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Cohe7i,  Jea7i  Graha77i,  Joe  Wolf,  Ira 
Tulipan,  Joe  Chasms,  Ralph  Gord07i,  Rita 
Schoenbrun,  Dorothy  Karpel,  Harold  Ros- 
ner.  Herb  Kernp,  Lmcoln  Marvm,  Harold 
Abrams,  Pearl  Unger,  Julie  Brodhersori, 
Kelbert  Doaker. 

From  UA,  these:  Sa7nuel  Sa7idler,  Leo7i- 
ard  Feinrath,  Oscar  Bader,  Max  Shulman, 
Evelyn  Daley,  George  Esterowitz,  Philip 
Jackso7i,  Harry  Maxin,  David  Huner,  Mir- 
iam Berg,  Gussie  Friedman,  Isabel  Brod- 
sky, Dorothy  Fishman,  Robert  Shelley, 
Louis  Andors,  Randall  Lexos,  Charles  San- 
derson, Jack  Perlman,  Edith  Phaff,  Flor- 
e7ice  Waxman,  Alfred  E.  Beckoff,  Vera 
Lerner,  Harry  B.  Oxari,  Doris  Fisher  and 
Florence  Cohen,  and,  finally,  from  RKO: 
S.  Maisler,  J.  Linz,  M.  Freedman,  A.  Spit- 
zer,  Ke7i  Hallam,  Jack  Lewis,  Dave  Strumpf 
and  E.  Widoff. 

Jimmy  Grainger’s  plane  was  fog-bound 
at  Washington.  As  a result  he  missed  the 
sailing  of  Herbert  J.  Yates  aboard  the 
Manhattan.  However,  Morris  Goodman, 
Grover  Schaefer,  Herman  Glucksman,  Al 


Adams,  Budd  Rogers,  Moe  J.  Siegel  and 
others  showed  up  in  the  sweltering  heat. 
Traveling  in  the  Republic  president’s  party 
are  his  son,  Richard;  Gene  Autry  and  his 
wife;  Walter  and  Mrs.  Titus  and  son, 
Richard  . . . Thomas  Patrick  Mulrooney 
is  vacationing  on  his  farm  in  the  Poconos 
. . . Congratulations  poured  in  on  the  Ar- 
thur W.  Kellys  who  celebrated  their  14th 
wedding  anniversary  the  other  day. 

Notes  fr077i  a 77iatchbook  cover:  Meetmg 
Dr.  Allari  Roy  Dafoe  at  the  RKO  Pathe 
cocktail  party.  Discussmg  the  Qumtuplet 
short  “Five  Times  Five,’’  the  doctor  says: 
“We  will  have  to  teach  those  kids  Eng- 
lish. It  is  difficult  to  know  what  they  are 
saymg  m Frerich.”  Polo  player  Tex 
O’Rourke  loomed  large  amo7ig  the  guests. 
Others  mcluded  Harry  Michalson,  Leon 
Ba77iberger,  Rutgers  Neilson,  Mike  Hoffay, 
Director  Fra7ik  Donova7i,  Harry  Smith, 
Clare7ice  Ellis,  Louise  Rousseau,  Mary 
Sha7i7i07i,  Doris  Mo7iarque,  Gus  S.  Eyssell, 
Freddy  Lynch,  F.  Darius  Benham,  Tom 
Ma7i7ii7ig,  Oliver  Claxto7i,  John  Mosher  and 
Bud  Fox. 

Joseph  V.  St.  Clair,  statistician  at  the 
local  20th-Fox  exchange,  has  succeeded 
the  late  Richard  Gledhill  as  upstate  sales- 
man . . . Joe  Vergesslich,  formerly  with 
Warners  in  Atlanta,  is  back  at  the  New 
York  exchange  after  a two-month  leave  of 
absence  . . . Rick  Ricketson  left  for  Den- 
ver, Tuesday  and  E.  C.  Rhoden  and  his 
family  cleared  out  of  town  and  the  local 
humidity  Friday,  leaving  Lon  T.  Cox,  chief 
buyer  and  booker  for  Fox  Midwest,  here 
to  finish  up  a number  of  unfinished  prod- 
uct deals  . . . Eugen  Scharin,  head  of 
Transatlantic  Films,  is  on  a six-week 
European  trip. 

George  E.  Ka7in,  77ianager  of  Loew’s  Wil- 
lard, is  on  the  first  week  of  a month’s 


A Minneapolis  Visitor — 

John  J.  Friedl  of  the  Minnesota 
Amuseme7it  Co.  visits  Paramount’s 
Fair  lounge  arid  there  poses  for  the 
camera. 
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vacation.  As  usual  and  in  accordance  with 
annual  custom,  he  is  spending  it  at  Quin- 
duna,  the  Oakdale,  L.  I.  home  of  George 
("Spoony”)  Neubert  . . . Arthur  W.  Eddy, 
once  a trade  paper  man  and  now  a mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  Warner  studio 
publicity  department,  is  in  New  York  on 
holiday  . . . Charles  E.  McCarthy,  direc- 
tor of  advertising  and  publicity  of  2bth 
Century-Fox,  is  about  to  shove  off  for  the 
coast  . . . Matty  Fox  is  here  from  the 
Universal  studio  for  several  weeks.  He  is 
conferring  with  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chair- 
man of  Universal’s  board  who  returned 
from  an  extended  European  trip  Thursday 
on  the  Conte  di  Savoia  . . . Alec  Moss, 
Paramount’s  advertising  manager,  re- 
turned from  his  coast  trip  Monday  and  a 
day  or  so  later  was  in  the  air  with  Joseph 
J.  Unger,  eastern  divisional  manager, 
Niagara  Falls-bound.  They  took  in  the 
Famous  Players  Canadian  convention  there 
. . . Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president,  is 
back  in  Dallas.  He  made  the  trip  this  time 
by  boat. 

Bill  Fitelson  is  a summer  neighbor  of 
Dave  Blum’s,  the  former  spending  several 
days  a week  at  Four  Bridges,  N.  J.,  while 
the  latter  has  a farm  at  Long  Lake,  just 
down  the  hill  . . . Laudy  Lawrence’s  sis- 
ter-in-law and  daughter  are  here  from 
abroad  and  now  making  their  home  in  New 
Jersey  ...  Ed  Hatrick  says  he  has  reached 
a new  low  on  his  golf  score.  It’s  around  90 
. . . Frank  Rogers,  film  buyer  for  E.  J. 
Sparks,  is  visiting  from  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
. . . Dave  Miller,  Universal  district  man- 
ager with  headquarters  in  Cleveland,  and 
Jules  Lapidus,  Pittsburgh  branch  man- 
ager, have  been  in  town  the  last  few  days 
discussing  product  terms  with  John  H. 
Harris  . . . Max  Milder  returned  from  the 
coast  over  the  weekend  ...  Si  Fabian  states 
Harold  Blumenthal  and  Jack  Lefkowitz, 
former  partners  of  Dick  Ettelson,  are  con- 
tinuing to  operate  the  seven  New  Jersey 
houses  with  Fabian  taking  over  the  in- 
terest of  the  late  Ettelson,  his  former 
brother-in-law. 

Earl  Wingart  was  runner-up  at  the 
North  Hempstead  Country  Club  tourney 
with  a score  of  89  ..  . Eddie  Buzzell  sailed 
for  Europe  on  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam  . . . 
Barney  Balaban,  before  departing  for  the 
Famous  Players  Canadian  convention  in 
Niagara  Falls,  said  "There  is  nothing  new” 
on  the  United  Detroit  situation  . . . Joseph 
Burstyn,  associated  with  Arthur  Mayer  in 
the  distribution  of  foreign  films,  is  back 
from  a trip  abroad.  He  was  gone  eight 
weeks  . . . Robert  M.  Savini,  head  of  Astor 
Pictures,  has  closed  a deal  to  distribute 
"Vengeance  of  the  Deep,”  in  the  final 
stages  of  production  and  scheduled  for  re- 
lease October  15  . . . John  Loder  and  his 
actress  wife,  Micheline  Cheirel,  were  in- 
coming passengers  on  the  Champlain, 
which  also  brought  back  John  F.  Royal, 
vice-president  of  NBC,  ajid  "Mick”  Hyams 
of  GB  theatres. 

Hyatt  Havens  Daab,  advertising  man- 
ager for  Variety,  uncovers  the  reason  for 
his  walking  around  “on  air’’  for  the  past 
few  weeks.  His  daughter,  Phyliss  Anne,  is 
now  Mrs.  Edward  John  Morgan,  the 
nuptial  having  taken  place  July  22  at  Nor- 
walk, Conn.  . . . Miriam  Hopkins  is  here 
from  the  coast  to  attend  the  opening  of 
(Continued  on  page  38-B) 


"Mr,  Van"  Holds  a "Rooi  Party" — 


— Photos  by  Cosmo-Sileo 


Every  year  for  six  now,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  managing  director  of  the  Music 
Hall,  singles  out  a summer’s  evening,  invites  the  GOQ-odd  members  of  the  big 
theatre’s  staff,  as  well  as  their  friends,  installs  colored  lights  on  the  roof, 
puts  down  a dance  floor,  a platform  for  entertainment,  refreshment  stands 
for  hot  dogs,  hamburgers,  et  al,  and  a screen  v)hich  this  year  housed  Bench- 
ley  and  Disney  shorts.  "Mr.  Van”  calls  it  his  "roof  party”  and  the  pictures 
above  give  an  idea  of  ivhat  happens.  At  the  "mike”  making  his  loelcome 
speech  is  Van  Schmus.  Next  are  Charles  Muller,  chief  projectionist,  and  Gus 
S.  Eyssell,  Van  Schmus’  assista7it  who  had  considerable  to  do  with  the  ar- 
rangements. The  group  of  four  next  from  the  top  down  includes  J.  E.  McHale, 
assistant  manager  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Fred  Cruise  and  her  husbaiid,  who  is 
house  manager.  Immediately  above  is  an  ensemble  picture  of  the  party  at  its 
height. 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

He  Makes  Policy — 

J.  Myer  Schine,  president  of  the  circuit 
hearing  his  name. 


Schines  Will  Be  Host 
At  Four-Day  Meet 


Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Tlie  second  largest 
industry  in  this  Glove  City  and  probably 
the  largest  independent  circuit  in  the  coun- 
try, with  150  theatres  in  five  states,  the 
Schine  Circuit,  will  play  host  to  more  than 
150  managers  and  executives  augmented  by 
more  than  200  guests  dm-ing  a four-day 
convention  that  opens  August  1,  already 
proclaimed  “Schine  Day”  by  the  mayor. 

Home  office  executives  attending  are: 
J.  Myer  Schine,  president;  Louis  W.  Schine, 
vice-president  and  general  manager; 
George  Lynch,  film  buyer:  Louis  Gold- 
stein, head  booker;  Bill  Kraemer,  Seth 
Fields,  bookers:  Florence  Thompson,  office 
manager;  Harold  Antevil,  legal  depart- 
ment; Maurice  Gloeckner,  real  estate  and 
concessions;  Jolin  May,  comptroller;  Fi'an- 
cis  Barter,  insurance:  Harold  Sliter,  exec- 
utive assistant  to  Louis  Schine;  Gene  Cur- 
tis, director  of  advertising  and  publicity; 
Sander  Lazar,  assistant  to  Curtis:  Doug- 
las Leishman,  director  of  personnel  and 
control  of  income  and  expense:  Guy  Selm- 
ser.  construction,  maintenance  and  re- 
pairs; J.  Dewey  Lederer,  Selmser’s  as- 
sistant, and  A1  Marqusee,  Leishman’s  as- 
sistant. 

Field  Executives 

Zone  managers  include  Louis  Lazar,  in 
charge  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  and  Clint 
Young,  in  charge  of  western  New  York, 
while  Frank  Boucher,  as  home  office  rep- 
resentative, is  in  charge  of  eastern  New 
York  and  Maryland. 

District  managers  are  Lew  Hensler  and 
Bill  Heiss  of  Kentucky;  Marsh  Gollner, 
Maryland:  Jim  Levine  and  Bud  Silver- 
man,  Ohio;  Gus  Lampe,  Syracuse;  Jerry 
Fowler  and  Harry  Goldsmith,  New  York; 
Louis  Levitch,  Rochester,  and  Bill  Tubbert. 

The  opening  days  session  will  be  given 
over  to  a discussion  of  general  business 
and  plans  for  the  new  season,  attended 
by  zone  and  district  managers.  The  sec- 
ond day  will  be  taken  up  largely  by  ad- 
dresses by  executives  and  advertising 
heads  of  major  film  companies.  A golf 


tom-nament  and  steak  roast  will  feature 
the  third  day,  while  the  closing  session 
will  be  a final  business  meeting  between 
the  entire  circuit  personnel. 

Managers  who  are  attending  include 
these  from  New  York  state: 

William  Tubbert  and  Garson  Jaffa,  Avon 
and  Herman  Addison,  Olympic,  Water- 
town;  Frank  Lupien,  Strand,  Carthage; 
Frank  Meehan,  Malone,  Malone;  Abe 
Cohen,  Massena,  Massena;  Jacob  Weber, 
Strand,  Ogdensburg;  Tony  Anderson,  Pon- 
tiac, Saranac  Lake;  Leon  Elliott,  State, 
Tupper  Lake;  Walter  Powers,  Strand,  Os- 
wego: F.  K.  O'Kelly,  Rialto  and  Arnold 
Rittenberg,  Strand,  Amsterdam:  Herbert 
Levy,  Empire,  and  Milt  Schos’aerg,  Rialto, 
Glens  Falls;  Frank  Boucher,  Glove,  and 
Lou  Hart,  Hippodrome,  Gloversville;  Sam 
Shafer,  Liberty,  Herkimer;  Ted  Conklin, 
Strand,  Hudson  Falls;  Hy  Gordon,  Capitol, 
Ilion;  Nick  Kauffman,  Rialto,  Little  Falls; 
Clint  Young  and  George  Cameron,  Geneva, 
and  A.  Glenn  Rogers,  Regent,  Geneva; 
Gerald  Fowler,  State,  and  Francis  Lattin, 
Temple,  Cortland. 

Also  Paul  Ketchum.  State.  Hamilton; 
Francis  Gere,  Colonia,  Norwich;  Tom 
Whalen,  Palace,  and  Harry  Rose,  Oneon- 
ta,  Oneonta;  Louis  Levitch,  Riviera;  Ra- 
phael Ferrigno,  Grand;  Wallace  Folkins 
and  Sol  Shafer,  Liberty;  Dave  Freeman, 
State;  Dave  Goodman,  Cameo;  John  Tuck- 
er, Monroe;  Lee  Stern,  West  End;  R.  J. 
Baker,  Dixie;  William  Shirley,  Madison, 
all  from  Rochester;  Harry  Goldsmith  and 
Harold  Raives,  Granada,  and  Harry  Yette, 
Riverside,  Buffalo. 

Additionally,  there  are  Seymour  Morris, 
Palace,  and  Ronald  Fades,  Rialto,  Lock- 
port;  Carl  Dickerson,  Andrews,  Salaman- 
ca: Frank  Randolph,  Auditorium,  Perry; 
William  MacFarlane,  Playhouse,  Canandai- 
gua; Gus  DePauw,  Capitol,  Newark;  Jos- 
eph Deacon,  Strand,  Seneca  Falls;  Toby 
Ross,  Elmwood,  Penn  Yan;  Harold  Lee, 
Babcock,  Bath;  Leon  Shafer,  Fox,  and  Har- 
old DeGrau,  Palace,  Corning;  Joe 
Schwartzwalder  and  Ernest  Crouch,  Au- 
burn, Auborn;  Gus  Lampe  and  Harry  Un- 
terfort,  Keith;  Pat  McGee,  Eckel;  James 
McAllister,  Palace,  and  Erie  Wright,  Para- 
mount, all  from  Syracuse. 

From  Other  States 

From  Ohio,  these: 

Louis  Lazar,  Jim  Levine,  Bud  Silverman 
and  Larry  O'Neil,  Holland.  Belief ontaine; 
Fi-ank  Nolan.  Athena,  Athens;  Milt  Bryer, 
Bucyrus,  Bucyrus;  Ural  Buck,  Civic,  and 
Ted  Barker,  State,  Fostoria;  Bob  Anthony, 
Piqua,  Piqua;  H.  D.  Shreffler,  Castamba, 
Shelby;  Dave  Britton,  Ritz,  Tiffin;  George 
Barman,  'Van  Wert,  'Van  Wert;  W.  S.  Eck- 
ard.  Opera  House,  Ashland;  John  Manuel, 
Strand,  Delaware;  Ed  Kidwell,  Kent,  Kent; 
Ben  Yudelevitz,  Medina,  Medina;  Jim 
Platt,  'Vernon,  and  Ronald  Sturgess,  Vine, 
Mt.  Vernon:  Harold  Garfield,  Ravenna, 
Ravenna;  Ed  Mott,  Wooster,  Wooster,  and 
Bill  Selman,  Forum,  Norwalk. 

From  Kentucky,  these  men: 

Lew  Hensler,  Ben  Ali;  Wally  Allen,  Ken- 
tucky; J.  D.  Rich,  State,  H.  D.  Steam, 
Strand,  all  from  Lexington:  Jack  Frisch, 
Russell,  Maysville;  Fred  Williams,  Madi- 
son, Richmond;  John  Makemson,  Bour- 
bon, Paris;  William  Heiss,  Mauring,  Mid- 
dlesboro;  Eddie  May,  Hippodrome,  Cor- 
bin: Leon  Scott,  Margie  Grand,  Harlan; 
Neil  Scott,  Liberty,  Pikesville. 

From  Maryland: 

Marsh  Gollner,  Arcade,  Salisbury;  Bryan 


— ^Metropolitan  Photos 

He  Carries  It  Out — 

Louis  Schine,  general  manager  in 

charge  of  operations. 

Wobber  and  Sussman 
Scheduled  Guests 

New  York — Herman  Wobber,  general 
sales  manager  of  20th  Century-Fox,  and 
William  Sussman,  eastern  sales  mana- 
ger, will  attend  the  Schine  circuit  con- 
vention in  Gloversville  Tuesday. 

For  Wobber,  it  marks  the  end  of  a week 
of  hectic  activity.  Monday,  with  Tru- 
man Talley  and  W.  C.  Gehring,  he  at- 
tended the  testimonial  dinner  for  Clyde 
W.  Eckhardt  in  Chicago.  Thursday  he  was 
at  Niagara  Falls  as  a guest  of  N.  L. 
Nathanson  at  the  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian convention. 

He  was  back  in  New  York  Friday  attend- 
ing a New  York  exchange  meeting  at  which 
M.  A.  Levy,  Kent  Drive  leader,  outlined 
plans  for  the  new  campaign. 


Dashiell,  Arcade,  and  Glenn  Lazar,  State, 
Cambridge;  Charles  Howard,  Avalon,  Eas- 
ton; Harold  Koren,  Federal,  Federalsburg ; 
Herbert  Brown,  Arcade,  and  Herman  Kopf, 
Wilcomico,  Salisbury. 

From  Delaware: 

Floyd  Shear,  Waller,  Laurel,  and  Edward 
Evans,  Plaza,  Milford. 


New  York — Sales  managers,  district  and 
branch  managers  from  all  major  and  inde- 
pendent companies  will  be  on  hand  for  the 
annual  Schine  convention  in  Gloversville, 
August  1-4. 

Reservations  have  been  made  by  the  fol- 
lowing: William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager:  T.  J.  Connors,  eastern  and  Ca- 
nadian sales  manager,  and  E.  K.  (Ted) 
O’Shea,  eastern  district  manager  of 
M-G-M;  Herman  Wobber,  general  sales 
manager,  and  William  Sussman,  eastern 
sales  head  for  20th-Fox;  Roy  H.  Haines, 
eastern  and  Canadian  sales  head;  Carl  Les- 
erman,  assistant  to  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  and 
Edward  M.  Schnitzer,  eastern  district  man- 
ager for  Warners;  Jules  Levy,  general  sales 
manager,  and  E.  L.  McEvoy,  eastern  sales 
manager  for  RKO,  in  addition  to  Leon  J. 
Bamberger,  exploitation  head,  who  will  be 
(Continued  on  page  38- A) 
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Governor  of  Illinois 
Veloes  Duals  Ban 

Springfield,  III. — Double  feature  film 
programs  are  not  to  be  banned  from  Illi- 
nois theatres.  Gov.  Henry  Homer  Thurs- 
day vetoed  House  Bill  No.  643  designed  to 
restrict  any  film  show  to  two  hours  and 
15  minutes  on  the  grounds  the  measure 
was  unconstitutional. 

In  his  veto  message,  Governor  Homer 
said  the  attorney  general  had  questioned 
the  constitutionality  of  the  bill  and  cited 
that  in  the  past  the  supreme  court  had 
consistently  decided  the  power  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  to  regulate  a lawful  occupa- 
tion extends  only  to  such  measures  as  are 
reasonably  necessary  and  appropriate  for 
the  accomplishment  of  a legitimate  object 
within  the  domain  of  the  police  power, 
and  in  such  instances  where  the  welfare 
of  the  public  is  at  stake. 

“This  bill,”  the  governor  said,  “contains 
no  reference  to  the  quality  or  character 
of  motion  picture  films  exhibited  and,  con- 
sequently, was  not  intended  to  protect 
public  morals,  safety  or  welfare;  and  that 
in  the  absence  of  competent  scientific 
proof  to  the  contrary,  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  public  health  will  be  ad- 
versely affected  by  motion  picture  exhibits 
lasting  more  than  two  hours  and  15 
minutes.” 

Governor  Homer  was  a consistent  film 
patron  prior  to  his  recent  illness.  The  bill 
was  one  of  a few  remaining  acted  upon 
before  the  governor  started  on  his  vaca- 
tion Thursday. 

Record  Attendance  for 
Schine  Chain  Meeting 

(Continued  from  page  38) 
among  the  speakers;  A.  Montague,  sales 
head,  and  Lou  Weinberg,  circuit  sales  con- 
tact for  Columbia;  J.  J.  Unger,  eastern 
division  manager,  and  Milt  S.  Kusell,  east- 
ern district  manager  for  Paramount; 
Charles  Stern,  eastern  district  manager  for 
UA;  William  A.  Scully,  Universal  sales 
chief;  William  Heineman,  western  sales 
head;  P.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  eastern  sales 
head,  and  Dave  Miller,  district  manager 
with  headquarters  in  Cleveland;  James  R. 
Grainger,  Republic  president,  and  Jack 
Bellman,  home  office  sales  representative 
for  the  east;  Eddie  Golden,  Monogram 
vice-president;  George  Weeks,  general  sales 
manager,  and  William  Onie,  Cincinnati 
manager. 

Schnitzer  left  Tuesday  for  Buffalo  and 
Syracuse  and  plans  to  remain  upstate  until 
the  convention.  Levy  left  Tuesday  for  the 
Famous  Players  Canadian  convention  in 
Niagara  Falls  where  he  was  a speaker,  fol- 
lowing which  he  conferred  with  Leo  M. 
Devaney,  RKO  Canadian  sales  head.  Weeks 
is  due  early  in  the  week  from  a sales  trip 
and  will  make  the  convention  on  time. 


Seeks  Attractions 

New  York — -W.  P.  “Pat”  Garyn  is  here 
from  Dallas  searching  the  market  for  at- 
tractions to  distribute  through  the  Texas 
Film  Co.,  independent  exchange  unit  in 
the  Southwest. 


^HE  local  Variety  Club  will  hold  a lunch- 
eon for  members  and  their  friends  at 
the  Willard  Hotel  on  July  31,  at  which 
time  National  Chief  Barker  John  Harris 
will  present  a plaque  to  the  Washington 
Tent  for  the  most  humanitarian  contribu- 
tion during  the  past  year  on  the  gift  of 
incubators  to  the  Sibley  Hospital,  the  suc- 
cess of  which  has  gained  national  recog- 
nition in  the  medical  field  . . . Carlton 
Duffus,  Metro  exploiteer,  is  plugging  “Mr. 
Chips”  in  the  Charlotte,  Va.,  territory  . . . 
Ellison  Loth,  Waynesboro,  is  vacationing 
at  Virginia  Beach  . . . Henry  Green,  Queens- 
town, Md.,  announces  plans  for  the  open- 
ing of  a new  house  in  Millington,  Del., 
same  to  be  known  as  the  “Kent”  . . . 
Danny  Weinberg,  Bedford  Amusement  Co., 
is  vacationing  in  New  York  . . . Bill  Hay- 
den of  Crozet,  Va.,  is  a handy  man  with 
the  racquet  (and  we  mean  tennis). 

Russ  Hildebrand,  RKO  office  manager, 
has  mapped  out  a variety  itinerary  for 
vacation  pleasure  which  will  include  visits 
to  Atlantic  City,  New  York,  Hershey  and 
York,  Pa.  . . . Gladys  Sweeney,  RKO,  has 
forsaken  her  vacation  cruise  plans  and  is 
en  route  to  the  ole  homestead  in  Arkansas 
. . . Pete  Prince,  Metro  booker,  is  sun- 
tanning at  Atlantic  City  and  no  doubt  will 
meet  Columbia’s  Lillian  Levy,  and  20th- 
Fox’s  Mary  Hughes  who  also  have  chosen 
the  well-known  playground  . . . Edward 
Golden,  Monogram  executive,  planed  to  the 
nation’s  capital  for  a surprise  visit  and 
then  hopped  off  to  Boston  . . . Monogram’s 
Ben  Oletsky  celebrated  his  natal  day  July 
24  . . . Bob  Folliard,  RKO  branch  manager, 
has  proven  his  ability  to  take  moving  pic- 
tures as  welt  as  sell  them. 

Henry  Hiser,  Bethesda,  has  planned  a 
modernization  program  for  his  State  The- 
atre with  a new  entrance  and  marquee, 
new  lobby  to  be  paneled  with  California 
redwood,  and  new  seats  . . . Milton  Smith, 
Northeast,  Md.,  keeps  to  his  modernization 
policy  by  installing  new  sound  equipment 
. . . Hazel  Atcocks,  Strand,  Covington, 
is  suntanning  . . . Morris  Smalzbach,  20th- 
Fox  auditor,  is  making  a periodic  check  at 
the  local  branch  . . . Miriam  Hirsch,  Re- 
public cashier,  is  en  route  to  the  Will 
Rogers  Hospital  for  a prolonged  rest  . . . 
Dorothy  Pollock,  UA,  has  chosen  New  York 
for  her  two  weeks’  vacation  . . . Mrs.  F. 
Carper,  Martinsville,  visited  the  Row  . . . 
A new  house  is  being  built  in  Narrows, 
Va.  . . . Hugo  Johnson,  Paramount  cam- 
eraman, journeyed  with  the  President  to 
his  Hyde  Park  home. 

Jack  Fruchtman,  Paramount  office  man- 


Theatres to  Resume 
Games  August  7 

New  York — Because  public  assem- 
blies refused  to  discontinue  the  prac- 
tice, west  side  theatres  from  34th  St.  to 
72nd  St.  and  on  the  east  side  from  34th 
St.  to  59th  St.  will  resume  games 
August  7. 


ager,  and  his  popular  wife,  Goldie,  will 
celebrate  their  second  wedding  anniversary 
August  1 . . . Harry  Willard,  Jam  Handy 
representative,  is  visiting  the  Monogram 
Exchange  . . . Camilla  “Mac”  Woodson  has 
joined  the  Columbia  staff  . . . The  20th- 
Fox  staff  is  proud  of  its  second  place 
standing  in  new  product  sales  . . . Metro’s 
Anna  Ridgely  has  returned  from  her  va- 
cation, while  Helen  Pender,  who  recently 
returned,  has  been  confined  to  her  home 
with  a throat  infection  . . . Charlie  Mack, 
Metro  news  cameraman,  is  vacatmning  in 
New  York  with  his  family  . . . The  Para- 
mount Premium  Service  has  taken  offices 
at  210  H St.,  with  Ike  and  S.  Katz  directing 
. . . Raymond  Todd,  New-Ulmans,  Salis- 
bury, was  seen  along  the  Row  . . . Also 
John  Miller  of  Henry’s,  Hagerstown. 

It  is  rumored  that  exhibitors  in  Grimdy, 
Richlands  and  Tazewell,  Va.,  are  erecting 
second  houses  to  stymie  competition  . . . 
Dan  Campbell  is  the  new  lessee  of  the 
house  in  Jones ville.  Former  manager,  J. 
Otto,  has  retired  to  supervise  a gas  sta- 
tion . . . Morris  Oletsky,  Republic,  has 
taken  a cottage  at  Ocean  City  for  his 
family  . . . New  carrier  air-conditioning 
system  has  been  installed  in  both  the  De 
Luxe  and  Echo  theatres,  Baltimore. 

Lou  Rome,  Baltimore,  went  deep  sea  fish- 
ing off  the  New  Jersey  coast  and  returned 
zoith  fisherman’s  luck  . . . Leon  Bach, 
Rome  executive,  while  convalescing  from 
a recent  appendectomy  m a Baltimore 
Hospital,  was  advised  by  phone  that  his 
apartment  had  been  seriously  damaged  by 
fire.  The  following  day  the  apartment 
was  robbed.  On  the  third  day,  the  arson 
squad,  not  recognizing  the  hospital  phone 
number,  called  him  and  demanded  to  be 
advised  of  his  whereabouts  on  the  night 
of  the  fire.  Believe  it  or  not! 

Frisco^  L,  A,  and  Kaycee 
Lead  in  Skouras  Drive 

New  York — San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles 
and  Kansas  City  divisions  are  among  the 
first  three  leaders  in  the  preliminary  re- 
ports on  the  13-week  Spyros  Skouras  Show- 
manship Campaign.  In  the  first  report, 
E.  C.  Rhoden’s  division  was  first,  but,  as 
the  figures  continued  to  come  in  from 
the  field,  Charles  Skouras’  string  of  south- 
ern California  houses  took  the  lead.  Then 
Arch  Bowles  and  his  northern  California 
group,  which  may  prove  the  winner  when 
the  final  returns  are  completed  in  about 
a week,  stepped  in  front. 


RKO  Heads  on  Coast 

Hollywood — George  J.  Schaefer  and 
Ned  E.  Depinet  arrive  at  the  RKO  studios 
here  Monday  for  conferences.  S.  Barret 
McCormick,  advertising  and  publicity 
chief,  planed  in  Saturday  from  New  York. 


Louis  Nizer  Married 

New  York — Louis  Nizer,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  film  board,  married 
Mildred  Wallens  on  Sunday.  The  couple 
sails  August  12  for  a South  American 
honeymoon. 
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“The  Old  Maid”  next  month  . . . RKO 
lounge  visitors  during  the  week  included 
J.  M.  Miller,  Dixie,  Cordova,  Ala.;  H.  R. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  of  the  Cometon  and 
Merry  Widow,  St.  Louis:  C.  O.  and  Mrs. 
Womser  of  the  Merry  Widow,  St.  Louis; 
J.  C.  Schilling,  Lyric,  Connersville,  Ind., 
and  Charles  H.  Ryan  and  Herbert  W. 
Wheeler,  assistant  zone  manager  and  dis- 
trict manager,  respectively,  for  the  War- 
ner circuit  in  Chicago. 

A.  A.  Schubart,  head  of  RKO  exchange 
operations,  got  too  friendly  with  a puppy 
and  has  a well  chawed,  but  not  serious, 
right  hand  to  show  for  it  ..  . Florence 
Fmeman,  Rutgers  Neilson’s  secretary,  is 
vacationing  at  Green  Mansions  in  the 
Adirondacks  . . . Ruth  Schwerin  of  Mono- 
gram publicity  is  still  recuperating  at  home 
following  an  operation  . . . Jack  Level, 
RKO  trade  paper  writer,  is  lolling  away 
a few  weeks  at  his  log  cabin  at  Port  Jef- 
ferson, L.  I.,  where  the  swimming  and  fish- 
ing is  sumpin’  . . . Fred  Herkowitz,  RKO 
circuit  press  agent,  is  mourning  the  loss  of 
his  brother  . . . Bill  Scully  winds  up  his 
weekends  by  aching  all  over  from  too  much 
golf  . . . Monroe  Greenthal,  after  these 
long  years,  is  taking  lessons  to  correct 
something  he  doesn’t  like  about  his  slice, 
also  golf. 

Homer  Hai'man,  publicity  director  for 
the  Roxy,  is  back  from  St.  Louis  where  he 
spent  his  vacation  and  visited  his  dentist 
who  relieved  him  of  five  teeth  . . . Harry 
C.  Arthur  will  be  in  town  another  fort- 
night, most  of  which  will  be  spent  at  his 
Shrub  Oak  farm  near  Peekskill  . . . Morris 
Goodman,  Republic  foreign  head,  has 
closed  with  Keshaval  D.  Mody  & Co.  for 
distribution  of  the  company’s  product  in 
India,  Burma  and  Ceylon  . . . Bruce  Cabot 
is  spending  a brief  vacation  in  town  be- 
fore sailing  for  England  . . . Earl  Carroll 
will  convert  the  Casa  Manana  back  into  a 
"legit”  house  in  the  fall  . . . A1  Wilkie  got 
back  early  in  the  week  from  a road  tour 
. . . Herb  Berg  returns  to  his  Paramount 
desk  Monday  with  a new  bag  of  fish 
stories. 

Jake  Wilk  is  back  from  a quick  trip  to 
the  coast  where  he  conferred  with  Harry 
M.  and  Jack  L.  Warner  . . . Mort  Blumen- 
stock  stopped  off  at  Lake  Louise  arid  Bajiff 
on  his  return  from  the  coast  . . . Ira  Tula- 
pin  of  Warners  home  office  publicity  de- 
partment is  vacationing  . . . Henry  Reiner 
of  National  Screen  has  completed  a vaca- 
tion at  his  summer  home  at  Woodmount, 
Conn.  . . . C.  C.  Moskowitz  and  all  the 
other  Moskowitzes  are  feeling  much  better 
these  days  now  that  their  mother  has  im- 
proved . . . Sol  Trauner  of  Columbia 
spends  his  weeke^ids  in  the  Connecticut 
hills  . . . Otto  Lederer  is  no  longer  identi- 
fied with  the  Rapf  & Rudin  circuit,  but 
continues  to  operate  the  Arcadia  at  3rd 
Ave.  and  59th  St.  ..  . Walter  Hoffman, 
Morristown  city  manager  for  the  Reade 
circuit,  is  wondering  what  has  become  of 
Warner’s  eastern  sales  manager  from 
Minerva,  Ohio,  better  known  as  Roy  H. 
Haines. 

Douglas  F a i r b a n ks  jr.  is  spend- 


ing a vacation  at  Hot  Springs,  Va.  . . . 
Rita  Cave,  radio  representative  of  the 
Odeon  circuit  in  England,  is  visiting  these 
shores  . . . James  R.  Grainger  is  back  from 
a southern  trip  . . . Irene  Castle  McLaugh- 
lin was  honored  by  the  World’s  Pair  when 
a day  was  named  Irene  Castle  Day  . . . 
Leon  J.  Bamberger,  RKO  sales  pi’omotion 
manager,  vnll  speak  before  the  Schine  cir- 
cuit managers  in  convention  at  Glovers- 
ville,  August  3 . . . Sid  Rechetnick  is 
anxious  to  make  a trip  to  the  coast  and 
actually  visit  the  Warner  studios  . . . Leo 
Justin  and  the  missus  are  spending  their 
weekends  at  Red  Bank,  in  keeping  with  a 
summer  habit  . . . “Imitation  of  Life” 
was  shown  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  at  the 
Mt.  Freedom,  N.  J.  arena  . . . Joseph  M. 
Schenck  has  again  delayed  his  departure 
for  the  coast. 

Pete  Dana,  Kansas  City  branch  head  for 
U Oliver  sal,  is  spending  his  vacation  in  town 
during  home  office  conferences  . . . Harry 
Koplar  has  gone  back  to  St.  Louis  and  is 
expected  to  return  in  a few  weeks  . . . 
Mary  Rogers,  daughter  of  the  late  Will 
Rogers,  is  here  from  the  coast  . . . Greta 
Nissen,  Harry  Perry,  cameraman  for  Selz- 
nick  International  and  Charles  Jaccard, 
Eastman  Kodak  representative,  sailed  on 


■ — Photo  by  Costno-Sileo 


Back  on  the  Stage — 

Bob  Hope,  one  of  Paramount’s  rising 
young  comedians  who  is  rounding  out 
a personal  appearance  sojourn  at  the 
Paramount.  It’s  Mrs.  H.  with  him. 
Looks  like  a trip  to  Europe  later. 


Appeals  Court  Cuts 
'Lynton  Damages 

New  York — The  circuit  court  of  ap- 
peals Friday  reversed  Federal  Judge 
Leibell,  who  had  awarded  Edward 
Sheldon  and  Margaret  Ayers  Barnes 
$532,000  against  M-G-M  for  plagiarism 
of  their  play  "Letty  Lynton"  in  "Dis- 
honored Lady"  and  cut  the  money  to 
the  plaintiffs  to  one-fifth  the  net  profits 
realized  by  the  company  from  the 
picture.  This  may  run  to  approxi- 
mately $100,000.  The  court  also  re- 
duced the  fee  to  O'Brien,  Driscoll  and 
Raftery,  plaintiff  attorneys,  from  $55,000 
to  $33,000. 


the  He  de  France  ...  A.  H.  Blank  left  for 
Des  Moines,  Friday,  with  Ralph  Branton 
after  working  on  the  M-G-M  deal  with 
home  office  executives  and  Harris  P.  Wolf- 
berg,  district  manager  for  the  distributor 
. . . C.  C.  Moskowitz  forgot  his  lapel  carna- 
tion when  he  met  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  on 
the  latter’s  arrival  from  the  coast. 

Roy  Non-  of  the  Hays  office  sails  on  the 
Normandie,  Tuesday  . . . Abe  Blank  cele- 
brated a birthday  with  a small  party  at 
the  Riviera,  Thursday  night.  Blank  re- 
fused to  designate  the  number  of  years 
. . . Nat  Liebeskind,  general  manager  in 
the  Argentine  for  RKO,  sails  Friday  for 
Buenos  Aires.  He  has  virtually  recovered 
from  his  recent  operation,  but  has  to 
watch  his  step  . . . The  Dave  Blums,  the 
Walter  Goulds  and  Elias  Lapiniere  at 
“Prom  Vienna,”  but  not  necessarily  in  one 
party  . . . Bill  Levy  of  the  British  Disney 
organization  is  aboard  the  Nieuw  Amster- 
dam, bound  for  London  . . . Herman  Web- 
ber has  passed  through  a hectic  business 
week;  Monday  in  Chicago  for  the  Clyde 
Eckhardt  dinner;  Thursday  in  Niagara 
Falls  for  the  Famous  Players  Canadian 
convention;  Friday  in  New  York  for  a 
meeting  of  the  20th-Fox  New  York  ex- 
change on  the  new  Kent  drive.  Tuesday 
he  will  be  at  the  Schine  circuit  convention 
in  Gloversville. 

Harry  Kosiner,  eastern  representative 
for  Walter  Wanger,  denies  any  knowledge 
of  the  snipe  on  “Winter  Cariiival’’  on  the 
police  “No  Parking”  sign  at  the  Warner 
home  office  building.  The  snipe  said  the 
UA  picture  was  showing  at  the  Music  Hall. 
Nice  work,  boys!  There  should  be  at  least 
a half  block’s  clearance  on  competitive 
advertising  . . . M.  Annenberg  and  Harold 
Mirisch  of  the  Annenberg  circuit  in  Mil- 
waukee came  to  town  with  Sam  Sherman, 
Milwaukee  M-G-M  branch  manager,  on  a 
deal,  which  also  found  J.  J.  Maloney,  dis- 
trict manager  with  Clevelaiid  headquar- 
ters, and  Jack  Flynn,  07i  hand. 

Lewis  Buddy  of  Paramount  has  returned 
from  a visit  to  Italy  . . . Bette  Davis  is  due 
in  town  next  week  . . . Jack  Barry  of 
Warner’s  home  office  art  department  was 
married  Saturday  to  Syd  Donnenfeld  and 
the  couple  is  spending  a honeymoon  in 
the  Adirondacks  . . . Victor  Prancen  has 
gone  to  Hollywood  to  consider  several  of- 
fers. He  is  a French  actor  who  appears  in 
“The  End  of  a Day”  . . . Willie  Kurtz, 
manager  of  the  Rialto,  returns  Monday 
from  a Vermont  vacation. 
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GOODWIN,  Quality  Premiums,  must 
be  in  a hurry  about  something.  He 
flew  into  town  from  Chicago  one  night 
last  week,  then  flew  back,  to  Chicago  next 
morning  . . . Mac  Margoline,  of  the  Mac 
Theatre  circuit,  Chester,  and  Oscar  Neu- 
feld,  Horlacher,  were  seen  making  a tour 
of  the  circuit,  discussing  trucking  service 
. . . Florence  Weiner,  Paramount,  is  writ- 
ing friends  from  cool,  air-conditioned 
Maine  . . . Ulrik  Smith,  Paramount  sales 
manager,  is  a sucker  for  Ocean  City 
breezes,  makes  a trip  to  catch  them  every 
day  . . . Naome  Greenberg  and  Reba  Mar- 
golis.  Paramount,  are  making  a long-dis- 
tance trek  across  Canada. 

Harry  Fried  no  longer  has  an  interest 
in  the  Lawndale,  except  in  ownership  of 
the  building.  Operation  now  is  in  the  hands 
of  Henry  Friedman  . . . William  Goldman 
has  dropped  plans  for  taking  over  the 
Spielmont,  Marcus  Hook,  with  expiration 
of  Harry  Dembow’s  lease  October  1 . . . 
Bill  Lafferty,  Liberty,  is  running  a model 
plane  contest  for  kids  as  exploitation  for 
"Only  Angels  Have  Wings”  . . . Dorothy 
Dennis,  Jim  Clark’s  secretary,  is  vacation- 
ing at  Ocean  City  . . . Arthur  Mayer  and 
Barry  Berison,  World  Films,  were  in  from 
New  York  for  a visit. 

The  Falls,  Goldfine  house,  closed  since 
Charles  Goldfine  opened  the  new  Alden,  is 
up  for  auction  . . . Many  local  film  men 
attended  the  funeral  of  Prank  Hill,  for- 
merly of  the  Wilmer  & Vincent  house  and 
the  Lyric,  both  in  Reading.  He  was  buried 
in  that  city  . . . Tom  Lark.  Horlacher 
cashier,  is  touring  New  York  state  . . . 
A.  M.  Ellis,  of  Ellis  Theatres,  marks  a 
birthday  August  6.  Henrietta  Weinberg, 
Peerless  booker,  has  hers  on  the  8th.  And 
Allen  Lewis,  Dante,  had  better  remember 
his  wife’s  birthday  on  the  14th  . . . Abe 
Frank,  one  of  William  Goldman’s  boys, 
gets  his  presents  on  the  15th. 

Eddie  Kope,  Warner  ad  office,  postcards 
from  Atlantic  City:  “Having  a grand  time, 
and  trying  to  remain  single.”  He’s  the 
only  bachelor  in  the  office  . . . Earle  Swei- 
gert.  Paramount  branch  manager,  is  look- 
ing around  for  a sports  coupe  to  keep 
Mrs.  E.  S.  happy  . . . Charles  Cox  has 
inaugurated  vaudeville  at  the  Astor,  Al- 
lentown, three  days  a week  . . . United 
Artists  and  RCA  Victor,  record  division, 
have  tied  up  to  exploit  "They  Shall  Have 
Music.” 

Variety  Club  has  set  September  29  as  the 
date  for  its  annual  golf  tournament  . . . 
Moe  Levy,  20th-Pox,  dropped  into  town 
for  a pep  talk  to  District  Manager  Edgar 
Moss,  and  branch  heads  Sam  Gross  and 
A1  Davis,  and  the  rest  of  the  boys  . . . 
George  Nonamaker,  UMPTO,  is  at  the 
shore,  nursing  an  infected  eye  . . . Francis 
Kelly  and  Lillian  Rosentoor,  20th-Fox,  are 
back  from  vacation  . . . C.  C.  Pippin, 
Metro,  came  back  from  his  vacation  to 
find  his  desk  decorated  with  tributes  to 
his  prowess  as  a backwoodsman. 

Curley  Wentz  filled  in  at  the  State,  Han- 
over, while  Manager  Charley  Moyer  was 
on  vacation  . . . Wally  Leach,  Grand,  Cam- 
den, sent  a candid  cameraman  around  town 
snapping  all  blondes  encountered.  Photos 
were  pasted  on  a 40x60  in  front  of  the 
picture,  and  identification  won  an  Annie 


Oakley.  It  was  all  a build-up  for  "Maisie” 

. . . Herb  Thatcher,  Hamilton,  Lancaster, 
rigs  up  some  stunt  for  the  kid  customers 
practically  every  week  . . . Harry  Olm- 
stead,  Ritz,  York,  is  being  tagged  as  the 
“Tootsie  Roll  Kid.”  He  hands  the  candy 
out  to  young  patrons  at  the  Wednesday 
afternoon  westerns. 

Sid  Munter,  queen,  Wilmington,  had 
couple  of  his  pictures  ballyhooed  between 
fights  at  the  Arena  . . . Bill  Morgan, 
Grand,  Vineland,  copped  lots  of  newspaper 
space  with  the  G-man  fingerprinting  exhi- 
bition in  his  lobby  . . . And  A.  J.  Vanni, 
district  manager,  recognized  his  fine  work 
by  placing  him  also  in  charge  of  the 
Globe,  same  town  . . . Charley  Crowley, 
formerly  of  the  Globe,  takes  over  the  reins 
of  the  new  State,  Chester  . . . Jules  Reis- 
man,  Capitol,  York,  worked  up  plenty  of 
publicity  over  the  presence  of  a local  gal 
in  one  of  the  shorts. 

Sid  Poppay,  Rialto,  York,  has  a tieup 
with  local  newspaper.  The  paper  prints 
names  of  citizens,  taken  at  random,  in 
obscure  spots  in  the  paper.  The  named 
person,  on  proper  identification,  gets  a 
free  pass  . . . Frank  McNamee,  RKO  head, 
announced  screenings  of  shorts  will  be  held 
for  exhibitors  at  the  exchange  every 
Wednesday  . . . The  Karlton  is  in  for 
renovations  . . . Bob  Lynch,  Metro,  an- 
nounces he  will  have  a prize  of  his  own 
for  local  winners  in  the  national  Metro 
exploitation  contest. 

West  Reading  has  joined  the  list  of  com- 
munities that  will  vote  on  the  Sunday 
show  question  in  the  November  election 
. . . Sam  Schwartz,  Warner,  visited  the 
World’s  Pair  while  vacationing  . . . The 
Allen,  Allentown,  under  L.  C.  Henderson, 
has  got  itself  an  air-conditioning  system 
. . . Leo  Trainor,  Rialto,  Allentown,  com- 
ing home  after  a trip  through  Delaware 
Water  Gap. 

21  Vineland  Citizens 
Testify  in  a Suit 

Philadelphia — The  anti-trust  suit  by 
owners  of  the  Landis  Tlieatre,  Vineland, 
against  Stanley-Warner  circuit  and  major 
distributors  got  underway  before  U.  S. 
District  Judge  William  H.  Kirkpatrick. 
'The  action  seeks  to  enjoin  defendants 
from  continuing  alleged  violations  of  the 
Sherman  and  Clayton  laws  and  the  Robin- 
son-Patman  anti-price  discrimination  act, 
by  favoring  the  two  Warner  houses  in 
Vineland,  the  Grand  and  Globe. 

The  plaintiff’s  attorneys.  State  Senator 
Harry  Shapiro  and  William  B.  Rudenko, 
temporarily  are  seeking  only  a prelimi- 
nary injunction.  Later,  however,  they  may 
sue  for  damages,  they  told  Boxoffice. 

Shapiro  and  Rudenko  called  up  21  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Vineland,  in  person  or 
by  affidavit,  to  testify  that  inability  of 
the  Landis  to  get  good  first-run  films  was 
harmful  to  the  community.  An  affidavit 
from  Mayor  John  C.  Gittone  said  that  the 
Landis,  because  it  could  not  get  good  first- 
runs,  was  showing  mostly  western  and 
gangster  films,  hence  was  “debasing  mor- 
als” of  youth. 


^T  THE  Variety  Club  stag  outing  a good 
time  was  had  by  all,  thanks  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ed  Parotka  . . . The  baseball 
game  between  the  exchange  men  and  the 
exhibitors  was  won  by  the  exhibitors  with 
15  (note  the  umpires — Lou  Rome  and  Sam 
Soltz)  and  the  exchange  men,  12.  The 
bottle  race  was  won  by  Lou  Rome.  The 
tug-of-war  game  between  the  exhibitors 
and  the  exchange  men  was  won  by  the 
exchange  men.  Among  those  attending 
were  Barry  Goldman,  Harry  Silver,  Buddy 
Silverberg,  Eddie  Sherwood,  Col.  Maxwell, 
Morris  Oletsky,  Eddie  Kimple,  William 
Hicks,  Mr.  Garman,  A1  Vogelstein,  Nick 
Weems,  A1  Cohen,  Joe  Walderman,  Prank 
Hahn,  Levine  brothers,  Morris  Shapiro, 
Bill  Meyers,  and  Sam  (new  pappy)  Dia- 
mond, and  many  other  barkers  . . . Buddy 
Silverberg’s  heartbeat  has  just  returned 
from  her  vacation. 

Tivo  new  members  of  the  censor  board 
are  Mr.  Mitchell,  chairman,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, vice-chairman.  Miss  Marie  Presst- 
man,  secretary,  has  just  returned  from  the 
hospital  after  fracturing  her  ankle  at  the 
World’s  Fair  . . . Richard  Shamos,  owner 
of  the  Realart,  off  to  Philadelphia,  then 
to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  . . . Miss 
Klein,  W . K.  Saxton’s  secretary  at  Loew’s 
Century,  away  on  her  vacation  . . . Con- 
rad Hagert,  operator  at  the  Casino,  won  a 
1939  Plymouth  at  a carnival  given  by  the 
Holy  Cross  Church  . . . Martin  H.  Rogers, 
McHenry  manager,  weekending  at  Arthur 
Pacy’s  country  home  . . . Fred  Ebeline, 
acting  manager  of  the  Casino  while  Mana- 
ger Frank  Stang  is  vacatiojiing  at  the 
shore  . . . William  Wagner,  Lord  Baltimore 
manager,  returns  from  vacationing  in  New 
York. 

Ernie  Woods,  Baltimore  filmmaker,  is 
making  a “Progress”  film,  showing  dif- 
ferent stages  in  the  construction,  from 
start  to  finish,  of  the  new  Durkee  Senate 
Theatre.  It  will  be  shown  during  the 
opening  week,  sometime  around  September 
1 ...  Ed  Williams,  film  examiner, 
censor  board,  is  just  back  from  a Florida 
vacation  . . . Theatre  League  Softball 
scores  for  Sunday:  Broadway,  4;  Boule- 
vard, 2;  Hippodrome,  7;  Met,  3;  Apollo,  15; 
Century,  0.  Howard  E.  J.  Harding,  chief 
censor  board  inspector,  is  offering  a lov- 
ing cup  to  the  winner  of  the  Softball 
Theatre  League  for  the  season  . . . United 
Artists  Salesman  Fred  Sandy  is  touring 
Virginia  with  his  son  . . . Max  Weinberg, 
Little  manager,  spent  the  weekend  camp- 
ing in  the  Pennsylvania  mountains. 


Says  Anti-Trust  Penalties 
Too  Light  at  Present 

Washington — Declaring  the  government 
had  been  unable  to  break  down  monopoly 
because  of  the  relatively  light  penalties 
of  the  existing  anti-trust  statutes.  Sen. 
Joseph  C.  O’Mahoney,  chairman  of  the 
temporary  national  economic  committee, 
told  the  Senate  judiciary  committee  im- 
mediate enactment  of  his  bill  strengthen- 
ing the  civil  penalties  would  help  to  clean 
up  “monopolistic”  situations  in  the  motion 
picture  and  other  industries. 

See  page  11  of  this  issue  for  details  of 
O ’Mahoney’s  bill. 
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JJERJVIAN  L.  RIPPS,  Metro  salesman  who 
recently  was  transferred  from  Albany 
to  New  Jersey  territory,  was  tendered  a 
farewell  luncheon  at  the  E>e  Witt  Clinton 
Hotel.  A wrist  watch  was  the  gift  of  as- 
sociates in  Metro  office,  friends  in  other 
exchanges,  local  chain  heads  and  indepen- 
dent exhibitors.  Managers  and  salesmen 
of  all  branch  offices  attended  the  affair. 
Ripps  had  been  working  in  new  field  for 
several  weeks,  but  spending  weekends  here. 
Committee  which  arranged  luncheon  con- 
sisted of:  Arthur  J.  Newman.  Republic 
manager:  Ralph  Pielow,  Metro  boss,  and 
Bernard  G.  Kranze,  RKO  chief  . . . Mrs. 
Marie  B.  Eddy,  Paramount  cashier,  is  lap- 
ping up  the  sunshine  on  a vacation. 

Leo  Drexler,  Warner  Theatres  C07itact 
department,  is  in  St.  Peter's  Hospital  ivith 
rib  and  spine  injuries,  suffered  when 
thrown  from  a horse  . . . Andy  Roy,  man- 
ager of  the  Strand,  Albany,  is  spending 
a vacation  with  his  brother  in  Cleveland 
. . . Bob  Rosenthal,  boss  of  the  Ritz, 
Albany,  is  back  from  a trip  to  New  Or- 
leans ...  No  Warner  houses  in  Albany- 
Troy-Utica  district  are  closed  for  summer. 
However,  State  in  Olean,  and  Winter  Gar- 
den and  Roosevelt  in  Jamestown,  are  shut- 
tered until  September.  Majestic  and 
Strand,  Hornell,  are  open  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  only.  Warner  operates  other  the- 
atres in  the  three  cities  . . . Leo  Rosen, 
manager  of  Troy,  Troy,  enjoyed  cooling 
breezes  on  Cape  Cod. 

R.  V.  Anderson  of  Pathe  News  called  at 
the  RKO  exchange  . . . Helen  Doolittle, 
secretary  to  Manager  Bernard  Kranze, 
RKO,  took  one  of  her  two  weeks  of  va- 
cation . . . Janet  Klozke,  Warner-Vita- 
graph  biller,  is  away  . . . Minnie  Smith, 
inspectress  in  same  office,  returned  to 
work  after  an  illness  . . . Milton  Kusell, 
Paramount  district  manager,  was  at  Kal- 
lett  circuit  offices  in  Oneida  closing  a 
deal  . . . Kingsley  Ryan  reported  to  have 
done  big  business  at  his  Keesville  theatre 
with  a one-night  extra  attraction  booking 
Polly  and  Her  Plowboys,  a well  known 
radio  act. 

Monogram’s  temporary  office  is  in  the 
quarters  of  Theatre  Displays  Co.  Mitchell 
Panzer,  booker -manager,  is  seeking  larger 
floor  space.  Gene  Lowe,  salesman,  and 
Sam  Milberg,  former  Republic  salesmen, 
are  working  with  Panzer.  Harry  Berkson 
of  Buffalo  is  upstate  franchise  holder. 

Lou  Weinberg,  eastern  district  manager 
for  Columbia,  was  at  the  Albany  office 
and  in  the  Albany  territory  for  two  days. 
He  learned  that  Joe  Miller,  new  branch 
manager,  had  made  many  friends  in  a 
short  period  here  . . . Roy  Haines,  eastern 
sales  manager  for  Warner,  and  Eddie 
Schnitzer,  district  manager,  were  with 
Manager  Paul  Krumenacker  for  several 
days.  The  trio  traveled  to  Schine  head- 
quarters at  Gloversville  and  called  on  Fa- 
bian and  Warner  theatre  heads  in  Al- 
bany . . . Herb  McIntyre,  RKO  district 
manager,  was  another  visitor. 

Bill  Kraemer,  Schine  booker  in  Albany 
territory,  was  on  Filmrow.  Gossip  is  that 
Kraemer  may  be  shifted  by  Schine  circuit 
to  Washington  as  booker.  Said  that  an 
office  is  being  opened  in  Washington, 


center  of  a territory  where  the  Schine  in- 
terests are  becoming  powerful.  Kraemer 
did  not  confirm  the  report.  He  was  in 
Universal’s  contact  department  under 
James  R.  Grainger  before  joining  Schines 
. . . Thelma  Rossman,  secretary  to  Henry 
Frieder  and  Henry  Grossman,  Hudson  mul- 
tiple operators,  is  on  vacation  to  the 
World’s  Fair  and  to  Larchmont. 

Fred  Mausert,  owner  of  the  State  at 
Glens  Falls,  is  spending  much  of  the  sum- 
mer at  a cottage  he  personally  built  on 
Lake  George.  F.  N.  Smith  manages  his 
theatre  . . . Mike  Boumansour  of  the  Plaza 
in  Malone  and  Pete  Bournakis  of  the 
Strand  and  Liberty  in  Watertown,  were 
visitors.  The  Strand  is  on  part  time  dur- 
ing the  summer  . . . William  C.  Smalley’s 
two  days  here  are  reported  to  have  been 
spent  with  Manager  Clayton  Eastman  of 
Paramount. 

Moe  Levy  of  Minneapolis,  leader  of  the 
Kent  Drive;  Roger  Ferri,  home  office  cor- 
respondent and  house  organ  executive,  and 
Tom  Bailey,  eastern  district  manager,  gave 
pep  talks  to  the  local  20th  Century-Fox 
staff  on  new  product  and  policies.  The 
drive  starts  officially  August  1.  At  two  sub- 
sequent meetings,  one  in  August  and  the 
other  in  September,  trio  will  huddle  with 
branch  managers,  salesmen  and  bookers. 

Ernie  Dodd,  of  the  Palace,  Lake  Placid, 
gave  a distinctive  air  to  screening  of  “Win- 
ter Carnival”  by  booking  the  Dartmouth 
College  orchestra  as  an  added  attraction. 
Locale  of  picture  is  that  institution  of 
learning  in  northern  New  Hampshire,  of 
which  Producer  Wanger  is  an  alumnus. 

Smalley’s  theatres  in  Sharon  Springs, 
Mohawk  Valley  resort  town,  and  in  Stam- 
ford, Catskill  Mountain  spot,  are  doing 
well,  according  to  Filmrow  gossip.  These 
are  summer  situations.  Busuiess  has  been 
improving  in  the  Catskills  as  vacationists 
arrive  in  increasing  numbers,  according 
to  salesmen  traveling  in  that  territory. 


Warner  Seeks  Particulars 
Bill  in  "Nazi  Spy"  Suit 

New  York — Warner  on  Tuesday  will  ask 
Federal  Judge  Murray  Hulbert  to  have 
Katherine  Mogg  furnish  a bill  of  particu- 
lars in  connection  with  her  $75,000  libel 
action.  Miss  Mogg  claims  “Confessions  of 
a Nazi  Spy”  libeled  her  through  the  char- 
acter of  Erika  Wolf. 

20th-Fox  Gets  Rights  to 
"Stanley  in  England" 

New  York — Rights  to  “Henry  M.  Stanley 
in  England”  by  Georges  Drumourt  have 
been  acquired  by  20th-Fox  as  a successor 
to  “Stanley  and  Livingstone,”  which  op- 
ens at  the  Roxy  here  for  a world  premiere, 
August  4. 


Say  Censors  Approve 

New  York — The  New  York  censor  board, 
according  to  Transatlantic  Films,  has  pass- 
ed “Conflict,”  starring  Corinne  Luchaire. 


Johnston  Docks  Monday 

New  York — W.  Ray  Johnston,  presi- 
dent of  Monogram,  arrives  from  Europe 
on  the  Normandie,  Monday. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


COLORADO  SUNSET  (Rep) — Humorous  and 
actionful,  designed  to  satisfy  most  ages, 
this  western  passes  muster  in  a substan- 
tial way.  Big  factor  is  the  soundness  of  the 
story  and  the  fresh  treatment  it  gets.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  George  Sherman 
directed. 

DEAD  MEN  TELL  NO  TALES  (Alliance)— Pos- 
sessing a good  selling  title,  an  effectively 
creepy  performance  by  talented  Emlyn 
Williams  and  enough  treatment  to  height- 
en its  more  gruesome  aspects,  this  mys- 
tery thriller  should  keep  fans  who  like 
chills  with  their  entertainment  in  a fairly 
constant  state  of  jitters.  David  MacDonald 
directed. 

HONOR  OF  THE  WEST  (Univ) — Only  a fair 
amount  of  action  in  this  western,  which 
has  personable  features,  the  most  notable 
of  which  is  Bob  Baker,  who  makes  a like- 
able hero.  Unfortunately,  he  is  provided 
with  a sub-standard,  stereotyped  script. 
George  Waggner  directed. 

MIRACLES  FOR  SALE  (M-G-M)— Generates 
plenty  of  high-voltage  as  a mystery-shocker 
through  an  adroit  use  of  trick  photography, 
with  prestidigitators,  spiritualists,  and 
phoney  spook-hunters  supplying  further 
bafflement.  Should  rate  popular  accept- 
ance because  of  novelty.  Tod  Browning 
directed. 

OUR  LEADING  CITIZEN  (Para) — Preachment 
in  the  Americanization  vein,  which  this  un- 
dertakes, is  so  completely  lost  in  a 
labyrinthial  and  unbelievable  screenplay 
that  the  attempted  message  is  rendered 
ineffectual  and  the  entertainment  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  found  in  a 
warmly  human  part  for  Bob  Burns  is  dis- 
counted. It  may  find  favor  in  smaller  cities 
and  among  enthusiastic  Burns  fans.  George 
Arthur  produced;  Alfred  Santell  directed. 

TORCHY  PLAYS  WHH  DYNAMITE  (WB)— 
Harum-scarum  comedy  with  enough  melo- 
dramatic action  in  it  to  keep  things  from 
growing  too  dull.  Jane  Wyman  and  Allen 
Jenkins  make  their  bow  as  woman  reporter 
and  friend  detective,  the  former  cute;  the 
latter  effective.  Noel  Smith  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Zukor.  Hicks  Welcomed 
At  Australian  Parley 

New  York — Adolph  Zukor  and  John  W. 
Hicks  jr.,  arrived  in  Sydney,  Australia, 
over  the  weekend  to  attend  Paramount’s 
Australian  convention  there  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday. 

Zukor  was  hailed  by  exhibitors  and  dis- 
tributors at  a banquet  in  Auckland,  N.  Z., 
with  film  men  traveling  as  much  as  1,000 
miles  to  attend. 
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PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Judell's  Distribution  Tiffs  on  Collective  Bargaining 
System  Completed  Agencies  Halted  by  NLRB 


Perfection  of  his  distribution  setup,  un- 
der which  Producers  Distributing  Corp. 
has  been  incorporated  to  handle  the  prod- 
uct made  by  his  Producers  Pictures  Corp., 
has  been  announced  by  Ben  Judell,  presi- 
dent of  both  companies.  It  was  also  dis- 
closed that  “Wanted  for  Murder,”  a melo- 
drama which  Sherman  Scott  will  direct 
under  the  production  guidance  of  Sig 
Neufield,  will  be  the  first  picture  to  be  re- 
leased by  the  distributing  unit.  It  goes 
into  the  exchanges  September  17,  with 
one  feature  a week  to  follow. 

Judell  has  appointed  Harry  Rathner 
eastern  production  representative  and 
eastern  district  manager.  Abe  Fischer 
will  function  as  general  manager  of  Ju- 
dell’s  midwestern  exchanges,  covering 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Milwau- 
kee, Minneapolis,  Detroit,  Omaha,  Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati,  Des  Moines,  and  Indian- 
apolis. 

Added  to  the  production  schedule  are 
eight  westerns  starring  Bobby  Clark,  13- 
year-old  cowboy,  who  has  been  placed  un- 
der long-term  contract.  First  will  hit  the 
cameras  August  14. 


Chaplin  Starts  Rolling 
"The  Great  Dictator" 

Another  substantial  injection  of  new 
blood  into  the  veins  of  Hollywood’s 
Americanization  production  policy  was  ad- 
ministered when  Charles  Chaplin,  after 
months  of  preparation,  began  rolling  the 
cameras  on  “The  Great  Dictator,”  his 
satirical  thrust  at  totalitarianism.  Chaplin 
plays  a dual  role,  produces,  directs  and 
wrote  the  screenplay.  United  Artists  will 
release. 

He  has  signed  Henry  Daniell  for  a 
prominent  supporting  role.  Paulette  God- 
dard plays  opposite  the  veteran  comedian 
and  producer. 


Alter  Toscanini 

Samuel  Goldwyn  is  negotiating  with 
Arturo  Toscanini,  the  conductor;  Deems 
Taylor,  critic-composer,  and  other  musi- 
cians to  appear  in  “The  Great  Music 
Festival,”  to  be  filmed  next  summer.  The 
United  Artists  producer  is  now  in  New 
York. 


Washington — Controversies  over  the  col- 
lective bargaining  agencies  to  represent 
the  employes  of  a number  of  departments 
in  several  of  the  Hollywood  studios  have 
been  settled  by  orders  of  the  national  labor 
relations  board. 

Cartoon  editors,  assistant  editors  and 
film  librarians  of  Walt  Disney  Produc- 
tions will  be  represented  by  the  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Film  Editors,  and  pro- 
duction employes  by  the  Federation  of 
Screen  Cartoonists,  it  was  announced. 

Publicity  department  employes  and  ad- 
vertising department  employes  engaged  in 
advertising  work  in  Los  Angeles  county 
for  RKO,  Columbia,  Universal,  Loew’s, 
20th  Century-Fox,  Paramount,  Warner, 
Hal  Roach  Studios  and  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
Inc.,  Ltd.,  will  be  represented  by  the 
Screen  Publicists  Guild.  A petition  filed 
by  the  guild  on  behalf  of  employes  of  Selz- 
nick  International  and  Principal  Produc- 
tions, however,  was  rejected. 

Illustrators  in  the  art  departments,  cos- 
tume illustrators,  matte  shot  artists  and 
their  assistants,  title  artists  and  heads  of 
title  departments  of  Columbia,  RKO,  Uni- 
versal and  Loew’s,  will  be  represented  by 
the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Artists  and 
Illustrators.  The  board  dismissed  peti- 
tions filed  by  the  society  to  represent 
Paramount  employes  and  ordered  an  elec- 
tion, to  be  held  within  20  days,  at  Warner 
and  20th  Century-Fox. 

Chief  art  directors,  unit  art  directors 
and  follow-up  men  employed  at  Columbia, 
RKO,  20th  Century-Fox,  Loew’s,  and  Para- 
mount will  be  represented  by  the  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Art  Directors.  An  elec- 
tion was  ordered  held  within  20  days 
among  such  employes  at  Universal,  War- 
ner and  United  Artists. 


Jurisdictional  Tangle 
Still  Holding  Scene 

The  oft-mentioned  law  of  physics  per- 
taining to  the  irresistible  force  and  the 
immovable  object  might  well  apply  to  the 
present  aspect  of  the  tangled  studio  labor 
picture  and  the  battle  for  control  of  a 
majority  of  the  workers  in  the  film  plants. 
Further,  no  matter  along  which  line  de- 
velopments occur,  the  producers,  from  all 
indications,  will  be  caught  with  hands  tied. 

On  one  hand,  the  United  Studio  Tech- 
nicians Guild,  which  has  petitioned  the  na- 


tional labor  relations  board  to  order  an 
election  by  which  studio  workers  may 
choose  their  bargaining  representative, 
and  which  is  the  foremost  challenger  of 
lATSE  labor  jurisdiction,  has  cautioned 
producers  not  to  act  on  any  bargaining 
demands  by  any  other  union  until  such 
an  election  has  been  scheduled  by  the 
NLRB. 

Countering  this  move,  however,  the 
lATSE  has  indicated  it  will  threaten  a 
general  studio  strike  unless  producers  im- 
mediately move  to  sign  closed  shop  agree- 
ments with  the  five  new  lA  locals  which 
were  created  to  supplant  lA’s  defunct 
Local  37,  and  whose  rule  the  USTG  chal- 
lenges. 

However,  the  NLRB  does  not  propose  to 
investigate  any  film  labor  tangles  until  a 
permanent  successor  to  Dr.  Towne  Ny- 
lander,  resigned  regional  director,  has 
been  appointed. 

"United  Front"  Cracks 

Meantime  snags  are  appearing  in  the 
“united  front”  planned  by  the  five  major 
American  Federation  of  Labor  unions  in 
Hollywood  to  oppose  encroachment  of  the 
USTG  and  its  supplementary  supporter, 
the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organization. 
While  musicians,  carpenters,  electricians 
and  utility  workers  have  been  lined  up, 
the  painters  are  showing  reluctance  to 
enter  the  picture  on  the  grounds  the  AFL 
itself  needs  some  “housecleaning.”  The 
AFL  phalanx  is  being  constructed  under 
supervision  of  the  Motion  Picture  Inter- 
nationals’ Committee. 

The  USTG,  meanwhile,  plans  to  elect 
permanent  officers  within  a few  days. 
More  than  1,200  members  attended  a mass 
meeting  at  which  a platform  calling  for  a 
basic  wage  scale  of  $2,000  yearly,  mini- 
mum six-hour  work  call,  a seniority  sys- 
tem and  low  union  dues  was  approved. 

The  threatened  strike  of  lA  soundmen 
at  M-G-M  was  temporarily  staved  off 
when  studio  executives  agreed  to  call  a 
series  of  conferences  pertaining  to  the 
negotiation  of  a new  working  agreement. 
The  lA  charged  Metro  is  employing  non- 
union soundmen. 

lA  photographers  called  a general  mem- 
bership meeting  to  discuss  their  plans  to 
fight  jurisdiction  of  the  American  So- 
ciety of  Cinematographers,  which  now 
(Continued  on  page  44) 


BOXOFFICE  July  29,  1939 


H 


39 


Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon  Award  plaques  for  June  to  a trio  of  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  contributors.  Left,  Kenneth  MacGowan, 
associate  producer  of  the  20th-Fox  picture;  then  Marjorie  Weaver,  who  played  the  role  of  Mary  Todd,  and  Lamar  Trotti, 
author  of  the  original  screenplay.  The  Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon  Award  is  selected  each  month  by  the  National  Screen  Council, 
an  organization  of  leading  newspaper  film  editors  and  eminent  social,  educational  and  religious  leaders. 


HANL  Mass  Meeting 
Attracts  Notables 

Nationally  known  men  of  letters  and 
statesmen  mingled  with  the  film  colony’s 
progressive  bloc  in  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant affairs  of  the  summer  season  when 
the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi  League  held  a 
gigantic  mass  meeting  at  the  Philharmonic 
Auditorium  under  the  general  topic  of 
“America’s  Secret  Enemies.”  Occuping 
seats  on  the  speakers’  platform  were  Hey- 
wood  Broun,  columnist  and  president  of 
the  American  Newspaper  Guild;  Louis 
Bromfield  and  Ralph  Bates,  novelists; 
Bryon  Scott,  former  Congressman,  now 
secretary  of  the  state  highway  commis- 
sion; Helen  Hayes,  stage  and  screen  star, 
and  Donald  Ogden  Stewart,  chairman  of 
the  HANL,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  event. 

Keynote  of  the  speakers  addresses  was 
the  methods  by  which  undercover  agents 
work  to  bring  race  hatred,  concentration 
camps  and  other  anti-American  doctrines 
Into  this  country. 

Wires  to  Washington 

Meanwhile  more  than  40  of  Hollywood’s 
advocates  of  liberalism  wired  the  Senate 
urging  the  passage  of  President  Roose- 
velt’s neutrality  legislation,  with  telegrams 
bearing  the  signatures  of  such  notables  as 
George  Brent,  Ann  Sheridan,  Nunnally 
Johnson,  Miriam  Hopkins,  Edward  G.  Rob- 
inson, Dick  Powell,  Kenneth  Macgowan, 
Paul  Muni,  Lucille  Ball,  Melvyn  Douglas, 
Groucho  Marx,  Carl  Laemmle  sr..  Gale 
Sondergaard,  Harlan  Thompson,  Frank 
Tuttle  and  many  others. 

Reported  extremely  successful  was  the 
Motion  Picture  Artists  Committee’s  “A 
Day  at  the  Deauville  Club,”  for  which  the 
Deauville  beach  club  at  Santa  Monica  was 
taken  over  for  the  entire  day.  Donating 
their  services  as  hosts  and  entertainers 
were  Edmund  Lowe,  Joan  Bennett,  Melvyn 
Douglas,  Ann  Sheridan,  Ann  Dvorak,  Hugh 
Herbert,  Rosemary  and  Priscilla  Lane, 
James  Cagney  and  other  screen  lumin- 
aries, and  proceeds  from  the  affair  have 


been  added  to  the  MPAC’s  fund  devoted 
to  aiding  loyalist  Spanish  refugees  now  in 
French  concentration  camps. 

One  of  the  headliners  among  the  25,000 
persons  who  convened  at  the  “Moral  Re- 
armament” mass  meeting  staged  at  the 
Hollywood  Bowl  by  Dr.  Frank  Buchman, 
was  Louis  B.  Mayer,  production  head  at 
M-G-M,  who  read  a congratulatory  mess- 
age sent  from  London  by  Alexander  Korda, 
British  film  producer. 

To  aid  Newspaper  Guild  strikers  on  two 
Chicago  publications,  an  auction  of  rare 
books,  etchings  and  manuscripts  was  held 
at  the  home  of  Director  Frank  Tuttle  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Guild’s  local 
chapter. 

The  Motion  Picture  Democratic  Commit- 
tee, under  the  guidance  of  Chairman  Mel- 
vyn Douglas,  is  completing  arrangements 
for  the  banquet  it  will  hold  in  San  Fran- 
cisco late  this  month,  at  which  an  award 
will  be  made  to  the  producer  of  the  film 
which  it  considers  to  have  made  the 
“greatest  contribution  to  democracy”  dur- 
ing the  1938-39  season.  Atty.-Gen.  Frank 
Murphy  will  top  the  speakers’  list. 


Duffy  Biography  Is  Film 
Theme  to  WB.  20th-Fox 

'Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  announcement 
that  it  has  acquired  exclusive  film  rights 
to  the  life  of  the  late  Father  Duffy,  chap- 
lain of  the  “fighting  69th”  regiment  dur- 
ing the  World  War,  will  have  no  effect 
on  Warner’s  plans  to  produce  a picture 
titled  ‘“The  Fighting  69th,”  in  which  the 
principal  character  will  strongly  resemble 
the  war  chaplain,  officials  of  the  latter 
studio  have  disclosed. 

Warner  executives  declare  the  stories 
do  not  conflict  and  have  already  announced 
Pat  O’Brien  will  play  the  principal  part, 
although  he  will  not  be  known  as  Father 
Duffy. 

Rights  to  the  Duffy  biography  were  pur- 
chased by  Darryl  Zanuck  from  Archbishop 
Mitty  and  Father  Kelly,  executors  of  the 
Duffy  estate.  A screenplay  is  being  pre- 
pared by  Lamar  'Trotti. 


Lack  of  Cash  Souring 
Plans  for  "Jubilee" 

Hampered  by  the  refusal  of  the  New 
York  Hays  office’s  advertising  advisory 
counsel  to  set  aside  an  allowance  for  the 
manning  and  operation  of  a local  staff, 
the  prospects  of  active  Hollywood  partici- 
pation in  the  industry’s  “Golden  Jubilee,” 
celebrating  the  50th  anniversary  of  mo- 
tion pictures,  are  rapidly  dwindling  to  the 
vanishing  point. 

This  despite  the  recent  formation,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Hays  office  here, 
of  a committee  of  studio  publicity  heads 
to  cooperate  in  promoting  the  affair,  and 
the  naming  of  Gabe  Yorke,  local  Hays  of- 
fice executive,  to  supervise  its  operations. 
Spokesmen  admitted  the  committee  has 
done  nothing  since  its  inception  and  de- 
clared that  unless  finances  are  forthcom- 
ing there  is  little  likelihood  that  it  will 
swing  into  action. 

Meantime  members  of  the  producers 
association  held  a three-hour  session  to 
discuss  the  general  studio  labor  situation 
and  the  announcement  by  Atty.-Gen. 
Frank  Murphy  that  he  is  opening  a new 
investigation  into  anti-trust,  tax  and  labor 
racketeering  matters  concerning  the  film 
industry.  No  official  statement  as  to  any 
proposed  action  was  forthcoming  after  the 
session,  however. 

Jack  L.  Warner  presided  in  the  absence 
of  President  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  who  is 
in  New  York. 

Satevepost  Assigns  Writer 
To  Cover  Film  Publicity 

The  exploits  of  four  Hollywood  publi- 
cists—WUliam  Hebert  of  Selznick  Inter- 
national; Howard  Strickling  of  M-G-M; 
Harry  Brand  of  20th  Century-Fox,  and 
Russell  Birdwell— are  being  chronicled 
here  by  Palma  Wayne,  sent  out  on  special 
assignment  by  the  Saturday  Evening  Post. 
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As  A STUNT  in  connection  with 
“Gantry  the  Great,”  Warner  will 
send  Gantry,  blind  jumping  horse 
which  is  featured  in  the  picture  on  a tour 
of  nearly  80  cities.  The  pubiicity  depart- 
ment wants  it  known  that  Gantry  will 
give  jumping  “and  other  exhibitions” 
while  on  tour. 

Which  is  finaliy  reducing  publicity  to  its 
principal  ingredient. 

One  of  the  week’s  biggest  laughs  con- 
cerned absurd  reports  that  Universal  was 
contemplating  a remake  of  “The  Phantom 
of  the  Opera”  with  Deanna  Durbin  “in 
the  leading  role.” 

Next  the  gossipers  will  be  having  it  that 
Fox  intends  to  remake  “The  Four  Horse- 
men of  the  Apocalypse”  with  Shirley  Tem- 
ple taking  all  four  parts. 

The  first  showing  of  Atalaya  Films  "La 
Inmaculada”  established  something  of  a 
Hollywood  record,  insofar  as  it  was  the  first 
preview  where  the  real  Spaniards  outnum- 
bered the  synthetic  variety. 

Opines  Louella  Parsons: 

“There  is  a little  bit  of  ham  in  the  best 
of  us.” 

Shades  of  Warner’s  “Hollywood  Hotel.” 


Literary  note: 

Milton  Berle  has  written  a book  which 
will  hit  the  stands  in  September. 

So  there  will  be  one  volume  in  the  Berle 
library  in  which  Milton  can  read  all  the 
words. 

An  ostrich  race  sequence  in  Paramount's 
"Diamonds  Are  Dangerous,"  with  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa,  as  its  locale,  necessitated  the 
signing  of  nine  racing  ostriches  to  term  con- 
tracts, the  lucky  birds  being  chosen  in  an 
elimination  contest  at  the  California  Zoologi- 
cal Gardens. 

With  Hollywood  Park  about  to  close,  the 
studio  could  probably  regain  its  negative 
cost  by  charging  admission  and  installing 
pari-mutuel  betting. 

And  the  reviewers  who  suffered  with  the 


hero  of  “Four  Feathers”  as  he  manfully 
strove  to  redeem  each  of  the  quartet  of 
plumes  may  be  thankful  that  his  friends 
didn’t  send  him  one  of  the  ostriches. 

The  annual  India7i  pow-wow  at  Flag- 
staff, Ariz.,  in  which  some  7,000  redskins 
will  participate,  will  be  photographed  by 
Wesley  Ruggles  and  Claude  Binyon  (by 
special  permission)  for  use  in  their  forth- 
coming Columbia  production,  “Arizona.” 

The  same  effect  could  be  had  by  filming 
a story  conference  over  a steaming  bowl 
of  borsht  in  any  Hollywood  studio  comis- 
sary. 

Production  officials  showed  rare  good 
judgment  in  selecting  Fritz  Feld,  long  a fan 
favorite  because  of  his  rib-tickling  antics,  for 
a meaty  supporting  role  in  Metro's  "The 
Marx  Brothers  at  the  Circus" — a break  that 
should  give  him  a new  lease  on  his  film 
career. 

About  a year  ago  he  was  getting  more 
parts  than  any  freelance  comedian  in  the 
business.  Then  the  casting  geniuses  gave  him 
a wide  berth.  It  is  nice  to  see  him  back  in  ac- 
tion and  the  theatregoers  may  be  assured 
that  his  inimitable  brand  of  comedy  will  bol- 
ster the  efforts  of  the  equally  funny  Messers 
Marx. 


Sahara  and  Sagebrush 


If  Hollywood’s  army  of  motion  picture 
critics  spent  the  weekend  combing  sand 
out  of  their  hair — if  any — there  was  a 
reason,  since  the  burning  deserts  of  Africa 
furnished  the  locale  for  the  two  most  im- 
portant celluloid  offerings  of  the  week — 
Alexander  Korda’s  “Four  Feathers”  for 
United  Artists  release  and  Paramount’s  im- 
pressive remake  of  “Beau  Geste,”  which 
latter  contribution  easily  earned  the  con- 
sensus nod  as  the  best  of  the  seven  pic- 
tures making  their  debut. 

Gloriously  recapturing  the  spirit  of  reck- 
less and  daring  adventure  which  char- 
acterized Percival  C.  Wren’s  widely  read 
novel  and  the  smash  silent  picture  made 
from  it  ten  years  ago.  Paramount’s  new 
version  of  “Beau  Geste” — modernized, 
streamlined  and  spectacularly  produced — 
should  attract  record  grosses  wherever  and 
whenever  played.  William  A.  Wellman, 
who  both  produced  and  directed,  did  a 
superb  job  on  both  counts,  Thespic  con- 
tributions in  general  are  excellent  and 
Robert  Carson’s  screen  treatment  of  the 
Wren  novel  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired. 

A military  spectacle,  impressively  pro- 
duced, Korda’s  “Four  Feathers”  suffers, 
nevertheless,  from  excessive  footage  which 
bogs  down  the  action  considerably.  How- 
ever, Technicolor  photography  consider- 
ably enhances  its  worth  and  can  be  counted 


a strong  selling  point.  Too,  it  boasts 
numerous  well-handled  shots  of  battles 
between  English  troops  and  native  tribes- 
men. 

« « m 

A trio  of  boots  and  saddles  features  kept 
the  general  tempo  from  lagging,  20th-Cen- 
tury-Fox’s  “Frontier  Marshal”  being  a 
noteworthy  standout  in  this  category.  Sev- 
eral degrees  better  than  the  average  out- 
door opus,  and  ranking  not  far  below  some 
of  the  super-westerns  released  during  the 
past  season,  it  packs  plenty  of  shoot- ’em- 
up  entertainment  for  youngsters  and  other 
action  fans  and  at  the  same  time  should 
satisfy  the  general  run  of  theatre  patrons. 
The  picture  was  produced  on  a compara- 
tively elaborate  scale  by  Sol  Wurtzel,  di- 
rected with  vigor  by  Allan  Dwan,  enacted 
by  a thoroughly  competent  cast,  and 
boasts  a workmanlike  job  of  screen  writ- 
ing by  Sam  Heilman  from  a book  by  Stuart 
N.  Lake. 

Apparently  -remembering  the  widespread 
success  of  its  “Lost  Patrol,”  produced  some 
years  ago,  RKO  Radio  presented  an  al- 
most exact  replica  of  that  formula  in  its 
“Bad  Lands,”  changing  only  the  locale 
and  a few  minor  matters  of  plot  develop- 
ment. None  too  lavishly  produced,  how- 
ever, it  wiU  serve  best  as  a he-man  west- 
ern. Clarence  Upson  Young  did  the  re- 


write and  Lew  Landers  maintained  a 
steady  tempo  in  his  direction,  working 
under  the  production  guidance  of  Robert 
Sisk. 

Albeit  the  title  bears  no  relation  to  the 
story.  Republic  presented  one  of  the  best 
of  the  Gene  Autry  starrers  to  date  in  “In 
Old  Monterey.”  Gerald  Geraghty’s  timely 
screenplay  delivers  a full  measure  of  ac- 
tion, comedy  and  a whirlwind  finish, 
Autry  himself  is  in  top  form  and  Director 
Joe  Kane  piloted  with  a competent  hand. 
Armand  Schaefer  gave  the  picture  a more 
elaborate  production  mounting  than  is 
usually  associated  with  the  Autry  sage- 
brushers. 

4:  * * 

As  average  program  material  came 
RKO  Radio’s  “The  Spellbinder”  and  Sol 
Lesser’s  “Way  Down  South,”  also  for  RKO 
Radio  release.  The  first  is  a strictly  form- 
ula courtroom  story,  serving  as  a vehicle 
for  the  fast-talking  Lee  Tracy,  produced 
by  Cliff  Reid  and  directed  by  Jack  Hivley. 
Lesser’s  latest  Bobby  Breen  starrer  boasts 
some  notable  musical  interpolations  by 
both  Master  Breen  and  the  Hall  Johnson 
choir,  which  should  highlight  it  as  ac- 
ceptable entertainment  for  most  audiences, 
particularly  the  Breen  fans.  Bernard  Vor- 
haus  directed. 
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Greet  Universal  Stars — 

A delegation  of  exhibitors  congratulate  Mae  West  and  W.  C.  Fields  upon 
announcement  by  Universal  of  a forthcoming  starrer  for  the  two.  Left  to 
right  are  Nate  Blumberg.  president  of  Universal;  M.  A.  Lightman,  head  of 
Malco  Theatres;  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  RKO  division  manager  in  Cincinnati; 
Miss  West,  Mr.  Fields  and  Mart  Singer  of  the  Mort  Singer  Theatres  in  the 
middle  west. 


^^The  British  Are  Coming'' 


The  horse,  strange  animal,  is  playing  an 
important  part  in  enabling  the  British 
film  industry  to  move  in  on  Hollywood  in 
America,  believes  John  Moffitt,  film  critic 
of  the  Kansas  City  Star. 

Citing  a recent  series  of  successes  by 
the  British,  Moffitt  contends  “British  pic- 
tures no  longer  have  to  get  American 
names  in  their  casts  to  do  business  in  this 
country.” 

Here’s  Moffitt’s  story: 

“Geologists  maintain  that  horses  are 
indigenous  to  the  British  Isles.  This  ex- 
plains the  high  quality  of  British  movies. 
The  English,  having  had  horses  around 
them  since  the  days  when  good  Queen 
Boadicea  in  her  chariot  failed  to  observe 
the  Roman  reckless  driving  laws,  are  by 
now  so  used  to  the  equine  presence  that 
the  animals  do  not  divert  them  from  ex- 
pending their  full  energies  and  intellects 
at  their  legitimate  pursuits. 

“In  America,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
horse  was  introduced  only  about  400  years 
ago  and  Hollywood  became  conscious  of  it 
only  about  three  years  ago  when  they 
put  up  the  tracks  at  Santa  Anita  and 
Hollywood  park.  The  horse  is  a rare  phe- 
nomenon. The  Aztec  empire  fell  because 
the  early  Mexicans  could  not  get  over 
their  fascination  at  the  sight  of  this 
quadruped.  More  recently  a political  em- 
pire in  Kansas  City  fell  because  the  reign- 
ing boss  could  not  combat  that  same 
fascination.  A mighty  business  and  en- 
tertainment empire  in  California  is  fall- 
ing for  the  same  reason. 

“And  the  British  are  moving  in.  ‘Pyg- 
malion,’ ‘The  Citadel,’  ‘Drums,’  ‘Prison 
Without  Bars,’  ‘Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,’  and 
now  ‘Clouds  Over  Europe,’  all  are  more 
vigorous,  more  fresh,  more  imaginative 
than  their  American  competition.  British 
pictures  no  longer  have  to  get  American 
names  in  their  casts  to  do  business  in  this 
country. 

“The  American  audience,  like  any  other 
audience,  is  looking  for  novelty  and  skill 
in  entertainment.  It  would  rather  see  a 


stranger  (and  a foreigner)  do  something 
interesting  than  see  the  same  old  wheel- 
horses  plowing  the  same  old  furrows.  In 
England  the  people  who  love  pictures  and 
are  fascinated  by  them  are  the  people  mak- 
ing pictures.  They’d  rather  work  at  the 
studio  than  go  to  horse  races  and  the  re- 
sults show  it.  British  films  have  an  in- 
vigorating freshness  of  ideas.  It  will  be 
remembered  the  Aztecs  were  puzzled  be- 
cause when  they  looked  at  a man  and  a 
horse  they  thought  the  man  was  a part 
of  the  horse.  Had  they  seen  the  type  of 
people  who  associate  with  horses  in  Holly- 
wood they  would  have  been  even  more 
confused.” 


Darro  and  His  Bride — 

Frankie  Darro,  grown-up  version,  has 
his  arms  about  his  new  wife.  Aloha 
Wray,  screen  actress.  The  two  met 
eight  years  ago  while  attending  a pro- 
fessional acting  school.  Darro,  a 
Monogram  star,  appears  next  in  that 
company’s  "Irish  Luck.” 


Production  Total  of  38 
In  Work  Denotes  Dip 

Production  has  taken  another  nosedive, 
the  total  in  work  on  the  major  lots  now 
standing  at  38,  with  nine  others  in  prepa- 
ration for  immediate  starts. 

Columbia  continued  filming  on  four, 
none  new  starts.  Metro  gunned  “The  Danc- 
ing Coed,”  but  sent  “The  Marx  Brothers 
at  the  Circus”  and  “Babes  in  Arms”  into 
the  cutting  rooms  to  emerge  with  an  eight- 
picture  total.  “Sky  Patrol”  and  “The  Ok- 
lahoma Terror”  shoved  off  at  Monogram, 
while  “Irish  Luck”  was  completed.  Two 
are  in  production  at  that  studio. 

Paramount  started  “Remember  the 
Night”  and  “Federal  Offense”  and  fin- 
ished “Are  Husbands  Necessary?”  giving 
it  a total  of  eight  in  work.  Delayed  a week, 
“The  Flying  Deuces”  was  placed  in  pro- 
duction for  RKO  Radio,  as  was  “Vigil  in 
the  Night.”  Simultaneously,  however,  “The 
Fighting  Gringo”  went  into  the  cutting 
rooms,  the  studio’s  total  thus  standing  at 
five.  Republic  is  filming  two,  with  no 
new  starts  and  with  “Midnight  Flight” 
having  been  completed. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  four  in  work, 
none  new  starts.  For  United  Artists, 
Charles  Chaplin  started  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator;” however,  Selznick  International 
finished  “Intermezzo,”  with  UA’s  total 
standing  at  two.  “The  Legion  of  Lost  Fly- 
ers” took  off  at  Universal,  which  is  film- 
ing five.  The  same  number  are  in  work  at 
Warner,  which  finished  “Smashing  the 
Money  Ring”  but  had  no  new  starts 
scheduled. 


"Mask"  Tops  "Cristo"  in 
Early  Runs,  Is  Report 

New  York — The  first  six  engagements 
of  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  have  sur- 
passed by  50  per  cent  the  business  done 
by  “The  Coimt  of  Monte  Cristo”  in  a like 
number  of  showings,  according  to  J.  J. 
Milstein,  eastern  representative  for  Ed- 
ward Small. 

Milstein  says  the  film  hit  $77,000  in  its 
second  week  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
after  an  $88,526  opening  week;  is  in  its 
third  week  in  San  Francisco;  has  been 
moved  over  for  a second  week  at  the  Regal 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  after  an  opening  week 
at  the  Strand:  has  been  held  a second  at 
the  Roger  Sherman,  New  Haven;  has 
moved  over  for  a second  at  the  Ocean, 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  after  a week  at  the 
Paramount,  and  is  in  its  second  week  at 
the  Stanley,  Philadelphia. 

Milstein  is  due  to  leave  here  on  a trans- 
atlantic Clipper  plane  August  12  for  Lon- 
don where  he  will  make  advance  plans  for 
the  premiere  at  the  Odeon,  scheduled  for 
September  4.  He  will  go  to  Paris  for  a 
short  business  trip  and  plans  to  take  a 
Clipper  back  on  August  24. 


Alter  "Grapes"  Chore 

Nunnally  Johnson  has  been  assigned  to 
script  and  produce  “I  Was  an  Adventuress” 
at  20th  Century-Fox  following  completion 
of  his  next  chore,  “The  Grapes  of  Wrath.” 
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A.  H,  McCausland  Joins 
Famous  Directorate 

A new  vice-president  and  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  Harry  Edington’s  Fa- 
mous Productions  is  A.  H.  McCausland.  He 
joined  the  Edington  unit,  which  will  re- 
lease through  Universal,  last  April.  Pre- 
viously he  represented  the  Irving  Trust 
Co.  in  the  RKO  receivership  and  re- 
organization. Famous  will  gun  its  first 
production,  “South  of  the  Amazon,” 
August  10. 

Earl  W.  Kurtze,  former  manager  of  the 
WLS  artists  bureau  in  Chicago,  has 
joined  Republic  as  a radio  talent  scout.  He 
will  search  for  hill-billy  Thespians  for  use 
in  the  studio’s  westerns  and,  additionally, 
will  survey  the  boxoffice  power  exerted 
through  the  use  of  radio  names  in  Re- 
public pictures. 

Ralph  Graves,  former  actor,  has  joined 
the  production  staff  at  20th  Century-Fox, 
where  he  will  engage  in  activities  concern- 
ing story  preparations.  The  same  studio 
has  okayed  a loan-out  deal  for  Scenarist 
Sam  Heilman  to  go  to  Paramount  for  one 
picture.  On  the  Paramount  lot,  Russell 
Crouse,  Alfred  Guarini,  S.  K.  Lauren  and 
Adela  Rogers  St.  Johns  completed  their 
writing  assignments  and  left  the  payroll. 

After  completing  two  westerns  starring 
Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Producer-Director 
Albert  Ray  has  checked  off  the  lot.  A six- 
picture  series  was  originally  announced. 

Otis  Wiles  has  resigned  his  position  in 
Metro’s  publicity  department  after  six 
years  with  the  studio. 


P.  A.  Tours  Attractive 
To  Western  Stars 

Tex  Ritter,  Monogram’s  singing  cow- 
boy, has  embarked  on  a personal  appear- 
ance tour  which  is  taking  him  through 
the  midwest,  south  and  east.  Smiley  Bur- 
nette is  another  who  is  underway  with  a 
three-month  p.  a.  trek,  making  brief 
stands  in  the  southern  and  midwestern 
territories.  Roy  Rogers  is  back  at  Re- 
public after  spending  two  months  on  the 
road  in  the  southeast. 

John  Miljan,  Warner  character  actor, 
has  returned  to  the  studio  upon  comple- 
tion of  a 14-week  tour  in  the  east.  Also 
back  in  the  film  capital  is  Martha  Raye, 
who  teamed  with  Tony  Martin  for  a week 
in  San  Francisco.  Warner  will  send  Den- 
nis Morgan,  featured  player,  out  for  p.  a.’s 
in  conjunction  with  bookings  of  “The 
Return  of  Dr.  X.” 


Metro  Arranges  Picture 
Display  for  Libraries 

Metro  and  Frederick  Myers,  public  re- 
lations director  for  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library,  have  completed  plans  for  an 
exploitation  tieup,  Myers  having  photo- 
graphed a series  of  pictures  on  the  lot  out- 
lining the  work  of  every  department. 
These  will  be  syndicated  nationally  to 
every  big  library  in  the  country,  to  be  tied 
in  with  displays  of  books  on  motion  pic- 
tures and  the  various  professions  involved 
in  their  making.  Myers  has  headed  back 
to  Cleveland. 


. REVIEW 


FLASHES 


DEAD  MEN  TELL  NO  TALES  (AUiance)— Pos- 
sessing a good  selling  title,  an  effectively 
creepy  performance  by  talented  Emlyn 
Williams  and  enough  treatment  to  height- 
en its  more  gruesome  aspects,  this  mys- 
tery thriller  should  keep  fans  who  like 
chills  with  their  entertainment  in  a fairly 
constant  state  of  jitters.  David  MacDonald 
directed. 

HONOR  OF  THE  WEST  (Univ) — Only  a fair 
amount  of  action  in  this  western,  which 
has  some  personable  features,  the  most 
notable  of  which  is  Bob  Baker,  who  makes 
a likeable  hero.  Unfortunately,  is  is  pro- 
vided with  a sub-standard,  stereotyped 
script.  George  Waggner  directed. 


OUR  LEADING  CITIZEN  (Para) — Preachment 
in  the  Americanization  vein,  which  this 
undertakes,  is  so  completely  lost  in  a 
labyrinthial  and  unbelievable  screenplay 
that  the  attempted  message  is  rendered  in- 
effectual and  the  entertainment  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  found  in  a 
warmly  human  part  for  Bob  Burns  is  dis- 
counted. It  may  find  favor  in  smaller  cities 
and  among  enthusiastic  Bums  fans.  George 
Arthur  produced;  Alfred  Santell  directed. 

TORCHY  PLAYS  WITH  DYNAMITE  (WB)— 
Harum-scarum  comedy  with  enough  melo- 
dramatic action  in  it  to  keep  things  from 
growing  too  dull.  Jane  Wyman  and  Allen 
Jenkins  make  their  bow  as  woman  reporter 
and  friend  detective,  the  former  cute;  the 
latter  effective.  Noel  Smith  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Bronston  Reorganizes 
Commodore  Pictures 

Reorganization  of  Commodore  Pictures, 
which  was  incorporated  nearly  two  years 
ago  with  a $1,000,000  capitalization,  but 
which  has  never  produced  a film,  has  been 
accomplished  by  its  president,  Samuel 
Bronston,  who  is  heading  a new  unit  to 
be  called  Samuel  Bronston  Productions. 
He  is  backed  financially  by  J.  F.  T.  O’Con- 
nor and  John  J.  Bergen  of  New  York,  with 
A.  Ronald  Bergen  as  counsel.  Assets  of 
the  Commodore  company  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  outfit. 

Bronston  has  purchased  screen  rights  to 
Jack  London’s  “Martin  Eden”  as  his  first 
production  and  has  obtained  a 12-month 
option  on  all  remaining  unsold  London 
stories  from  the  author’s  widow,  includ- 
ing first  refusal  on  “Sailor  on  Horseback,” 
a biography  of  the  writer.  “Martin  Eden” 
is  scheduled  to  hit  the  cameras  at  General 
Service  studio  about  October  1,  on  a 
$750,000  budget. 


Schaeier  Delays  Proposed 
Visit  to  Coast  Studios 

Altering  his  previous  plans.  President 
George  Schaefer  of  RKO  Radio  has  post- 
poned his  expected  arrival  for  at  least  an- 
other ten  days  because  of  unforeseen  busi- 
ness developments  in  New  York.  Schaefer 
will  remain  here  several  months,  accord- 
ing to  studio  attaches,  arranging  for  a re- 
placement for  Pandro  S.  Berman,  pro- 
duction chief,  who  notified  the  RKO  Radio 
president  some  time  ago  that  he  will  pull 
out  of  the  setup  in  October.  Ralph  Doyle, 
the  company’s  general  sales  manager  in 
Australia,  has  sailed  for  “down  under” 
after  production  conferences  at  the  studio 
and  a short  trip  to  the  homeoffice. 

Having  worked  out  the  final  details  of 
his  production  deal  with  Schaefer  in  New 
York,  Harold  Lloyd  has  returned  to  the 
coast.  His  contract  calls  for  one  picture 
for  RKO  Radio  release,  to  be  produced 
independently,  with  others  possibly  to  fol- 
low. Lloyd  himself  will  not  appear  in  the 
film. 

Max  Milder,  Warner  general  manager 
in  England,  came  in  from  London  for  a 
few  days  of  conferences  with  Jack  L.  War- 
ner and  Hal  Wallis,  then  headed  back  to 
New  York  and  will  sail  for  home  August  9. 
His  short  stay  was  the  first  visit  he  had 
paid  Hollywood  for  four  years. 

To  meet  and  confer  with  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  chairman  of  Univei’sal’s  board, 
who  checked  in  from  Europe,  Matty  Fox, 
studio  production  executive,  pulled  out  for 
New  York.  After  obtaining  a first-hand 
picture  of  conditions  abroad  from  Cow- 
din  and  Joseph  Seidelman,  the  company’s 
foreign  sales  head,  he  will  return  here 
early  in  August  with  Seidelman  accom- 
panying him. 

Del  Goodman,  Far  East  manager  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  wound  up  a month  of 
studio  conferences  by  training  out  for  New 
York,  where  he  will  spend  some  weeks  in 
huddles  before  returning  to  his  office  in 
Shanghai. 

Sol  Siegel  has  returned  to  his  desk  as 
Republic  associate  producer  after  a short 
trip  east.  M.  J.  Siegel,  head  of  produc- 
tion at  the  studio,  is  expected  in  next 
week.  The  two  Siegels  journeyed  to  New 
York  to  confer  with  Herbert  Yates,  Repub- 
lic’s head  man,  before  the  latter  sailed 
for  England. 


Garrity  Assists  Martin 
At  FWC  Paramount 

James  Garrity,  formerly  of  the  Fox 
Larchmont  in  Los  Angeles,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  to  Dave  Martin,  man- 
ager of  the  circuit’s  Paramount.  He  re- 
places Elbert  Trapp,  who  has  been  trans- 
ferred as  assistant  to  A1  Haynie  at  the 
Boulevard  in  Los  Angeles. 


Hurry  Up  Marriage 

York  Village,  Me. — Madge  Evans  and 
Sidney  Kingsley,  playwright,  were  married 
here  Monday  night  by  a justice  of  the 
peace.  Miss  Evans  is  appearing  in  “Brief 
Moment”  at  the  Ogunquit  Playhouse.  The 
couple  previously  announced  they  would 
marry  “in  the  fall.” 
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NLRB  Halts  Several 
Bargaining  Tiffs 

(Continued  from  page  39) 
holds  an  exclusive  closed-shop  contract  for 
first  cameramen  in  the  studios. 

Screen  Actors  Guild  held  its  weekly 
board  meeting  to  discuss  progress  being 
made  by  the  newly-formed  American 
Guild  of  Variety  Artists,  formed  to  replace 
the  American  Federation  of  Actors  when 
the  parent  union,  the  Associated  Actors 
and  Artistes  of  America,  revoked  the  AFA’s 
charter.  The  SAG  board  also  reviewed 
progress  being  made  in  its  plan  to  license 
agents  under  a franchise  arrangement. 

Pending  the  return  of  M.  J.  Siegel,  Re- 
public production  head,  from  New  York, 
the  Screen  Directors  Guild  is  marking 
time  in  its  battle  to  obtain  a Guild  shop 
pact  at  the  studio,  one  of  the  few  remain- 
ing plants  which  has  not  signed  the  SDG 
agreement. 

The  Screen  Writers  Guild  is  awaiting 
an  expected  order  from  Washington  call- 


Olympe  Bradna  entertained  the  cast  and 
crew  of  her  latest  Paramount  picture  at  a 
barbecue  at  her  home.  Guests  included 
Pat  O’Brien,  Roland  Young,  Reginald 
Gardiner  and  George  E.  Stone  . . . Sidney 
Lanfield  is  scouting  locations  along  the 
Sacramento  River  for  his  next  directorial 
assignment  at  20th  Century-Fox  . . . 
Luncheon  guest  at  M-G-M  was  I.  Gran- 
der Ince,  formerly  the  company’s  repre- 
sentative in  Budapest  and  Central  Eu- 
rope, now  an  eastern  publisher.  He 
lunched  with  Anita  Loos  and  visited  Ilona 
Massey  on  the  set. 

* 

Errol  Flynn  is  planning  an  eight-week 
trip  to  South  America,  on  which  his 
father.  Prof.  Theodore  Flynn,  will  accom- 
pany him  . . . Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  War- 
ner actress,  returns  September  1 from  a 
three-month  holiday  in  her  native  Ireland. 

•k 

Terry  Kilburn,  young  Metro  actor,  was 
the  guest  speaker  at  a meeting  of  the 
California  Breakfast  Club  . . . Ex-Mis- 
sourians  at  Paramount,  including  Pro- 
ducer Harlan  Thompson,  LeRoy  Prinz, 
Lynne  Overman  and  Ellen  Drew,  enter- 
tained Governor  Lloyd  C.  Stark  of  Mis- 
souri at  luncheon.  Bob  Burns  was  official 
host  at  the  affair. 

* 

James  Roosevelt  has  returned  from  San 
Francisco,  where  he  presided  at  a meeting 
of  the  Press  Club  there.  Jean  Hersholt  ac- 
companied him  . . . Randolph  Scott  planed 
out  for  a vacation  in  Chicago. 

★ 

Rouben  Mamoulian  is  planning  a New 
York  trek  to  consider  offers  for  directing 
fall  stage  productions  when  his  latest  pic- 
ture for  Columbia  has  been  previewed  . . . 
Prank  Capra  has  returned  from  a vaca- 
tion in  the  High  Sierras  and  is  editing 
and  cutting  his  last  Columbia  production, 
“Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington.” 


ing  upon  the  NLRB  to  reopen  the  SWG 
hearing  in  which  it  charges  producers 
with  unfair  labor  practices. 

With  organization  of  AGVA,  new  AAAA 
affiliate,  nearly  completed  here,  the  cam- 
paign has  transferred  to  San  Francisco, 
with  SAG  leaders,  including  President 
Ralph  Morgan,  trekking  north  to  stimu- 
late the  drive. 

The  Motion  Picture  Makeup  Artists 
Guild  has  filed  an  NLRB  petition  request- 
ing certification  as  exclusive  bargaining 
agent  for  the  craft  and  claiming  more 
than  300  members.  A rough  draft  of  a 
producer  working  agreement  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Screen  Readers  Guild,  with 
parleys  set  to  continue.  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  and  producers  are  still  see-sawing 
in  their  negotiations  concerning  a work- 
ing pact  for  the  SPG. 


Painters  Averaged  $1,522  in 
1938;  $1,525  in  1937 
Hollywood — Earmings  of  studio  paint- 
ers in  1938  and  the  amount  of  employ- 
ment received  by  members  of  that  and 
other  crafts  during  the  year  dropped  be- 
low employment  and  wages  in  1937,  ac- 
cording to  figures  tabulated  by  the  Pacific 
Coast  Labor  Bureau  for  a survey  to  be 


Gov.  Lloyd  C.  Stark  of  Missouri  and  his 
party  were  guests  of  Jack  L.  Warner  and 
Hal  Wallis  at  the  Warner  studio  as  a fea- 
ture of  their  visit  to  the  film  colony.  After 
luncheon  they  were  taken  on  a.  tour  of 
the  studio  before  heading  out  for  the  Grand 
Canyon  . . . Director  Eddie  Buzzell  and 
Scenarist  Norman  Krasna  have  planed  for 
New  York,  planning  to  leave  August 
2 for  a month’s  vacation  in  France  and 
England. 

* 

Employes  of  20th  Century-Fox  competed 
in  the  studio’s  first  annual  tennis  tourna- 
ment July  23  . . . The  Universal  studio 
club  will  hold  its  annual  picnic  July  30 
at  the  Barney  Oldfield  Country  Club  . . . 
Edward  H.  Griffith,  Paramount  director, 
has  headed  for  New  York  for  a short 
holiday. 

* 

A son,  their  third,  was  born  to  Mrs. 
Don  Ameche  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  . . . 
Sol  Wurtzel,  20th  Century-Fox  production 
executive,  hopped  the  plane  for  New  York 
for  a short  holiday. 

★ 

Paramount’s  studio  club  will  hold  its 
fourth  annual  dinner-dance  for  governors 
and  committee  chairmen  July  27  at  the 
Victor  Hugo,  with  Peggy  Schwartz  in 
charge  of  arrangements  . . . Guest  at 
luncheon  of  William  Wellman  and  Para- 
mount studio  executives  was  Gen.  W.  C. 
Sweeney,  director  of  censorship  activities 
under  General  Pershing  during  the  World 
War,  and  officers  of  his  staff.,  He  is  in 
Hollywood  preparing  for  the  Command 
Post  exercises  of  the  Fourth  Army  from 
July  15  to  August  19  . . . Fay  Bainter  is 
planning  a trip  to  New  York  to  accept  a 
stage  engagement. 

★ 

Humphrey  Bogart  and  his  wife,  Mayo 
Methot,  are  planning  a Mexico  City  vaca- 


Franklyn  Warner  Silent 
About  GN  Relationship 

still  non-committal  as  to  his  future  re- 
lationship with  Grand  National,  Franklyn 
Warner,  Fine  Arts  president,  returned  from 
New  York  and  immediately  ordered  re- 
takes on  “Isle  of  Destiny,”  his  first  feature 
filmed  in  the  Cosmocolor  process.  He  has 
set  no  release  for  it.  The  local  GN  studio 
is,  itself,  still  hibernating  pending  word 
from  E.  W.  Hammons,  president,  in  the 
east.  The  plant  is  being  operated  by  a 
skeleton  crew,  with  no  production  plans 
in  the  immediate  offing. 


used  by  the  Motion  Picture  Painters  when 
that  union  opens  parleys  with  producers 
concerning  revisions  in  the  basic  studio 
working  agreements. 

Painters’  average  earnings  in  1938 
amounted  to  $1,522,  the  report  revealed, 
compared  to  $1,525  in  1937.  Approximately 
42  per  cent  earned  $1,400  or  less  and  16.8 
per  cent  received  $1,000  or  less,  with  the 
biggest  decreases  registered  by  decorators, 
spraymen,  grainers  and  scenic  artists.  Ap- 
prentices averaged  $1,212  in  1938,  com- 
pared to  $1,300  in  1937. 


Ralph  Morgan  and  Lucile 
Gleason  at  Frisco  Meet 

San  Francisco — Opening  of  the  organi- 
zational campaign  by  the  newly-formed 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists  here 
was  signalized  by  the  attendance,  from 
Hollywood,  of  Ralph  Morgan,  president  of 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  and  Lucile  Glea- 
son of  the  SAG  and  Actors’  Equity.  Both 
spoke  in  support  of  the  AGVA,  which  was 
created  to  supplant  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Actors  when  the  latter’s  charter 
was  revoked  by  the  Association  of  Actors 
and  Artistes  of  America. 


"Grapes  of  Wrath"  Script 
Approved:  Casting  Soon 

John  Steinbeck’s  “Grapes  of  Wrath”  has 
moved  a step  closer  to  the  cameras  with 
Darryl  Zanuck,  20th  Century-Fox  produc- 
tion head,  approving  the  shooting  script 
written  by  Nunnally  Johnson,  who  is  slated 
to  produce.  With  Henry  Fonda  set  for  the 
top  role,  casting  of  the  other  characters 
will  get  underway  within  a few  days. 


Les  Goodwins  Assigned 
Les  Goodwins’  next  directorial  assign- 
ment at  RKO  Radio  will  be  “Headline 
Holiday,”  starring  Lee  Tracy,  which  is 
scheduled  to  start  August  14. 


tion  when  he  has  completed  his  current 
Warner  assignment. 

* 

Louis  Hyman,  distribution  head  of  Prin- 
cipal Pictures,  returned  from  New  York 
after  delivery  of  a print  of  the  company’s 
latest  picture  to  RKO  Radio  executives 
. . . Warner  has  assigned  Edward  G.  Rob- 
inson, now  en  route  to  England  for  a 
vacation,  to  make  personal  appearances  in 
London  and  Paris  in  connection  with 
showings  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.” 


ei 


inema 
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SCRIPTERS 


—Colony  Pictures 

SAYRE  and  BRANDEN  WOOD  to  “Golden 
Glove  Kid.” 

—Walter  Putter-Peslie  Howard 

GEORGE  O’NEILL  teamed  with  WALTER  PUT- 
TER on  “The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself,”  which 
Howard  and  Putter  will  co-produce  in  England 
for  RKO  Radio  release. 

— ^Metro 

BARTLETT  CORMACK  to  “The  Days  Before 
Lent,”  from  a story  by  Hamilton  Basso,  which 
Harry  Rapf  will  produce. 

IRVING  BRECHER  to  “Henry  Goes  to  Ari- 
zona,” now  in  production. 

ALVIN  METERS  and  LOWELL  BROADAUX 
to  “The  Man  on  America’s  Conscience,”  their 
original,  which  is  a biography  of  President  An- 
drew  Johnson. 

RICHARD  MAIBAUM  teamed  with  E.  E.  PARA- 
MORE  on  “Twenty  Mule  Team.” 

LEON  GORDON  to  “Girl  Crazy.”  for  Producer 
Jack  Cummings. 

— .Selznick  International 

LADISLAUS  BUS-PEKETE  to  a rewrite  chore 
on  sequences  in  “Intermezzo.” 

— ZOth  Centui-y-Fox 

WILSON  COLLISON  to  an  untitled  original, 
for  use  in  the  next  of  the  "Cisco  Kid”  series. 

SAM  ENGEL  and  ROWLAND  BROWN  to 
"Johnnie  Apollo,”  next  Tyrone  Power  starrer. 

— Warner  Bros. 

JAMES  HILTON  to  “Devotion,”  from  a story  by 
Edward  Beaudine  and  Theodore  Reeves,  based  on 
the  lives  of  the  three  Bronte  sisters.  Bette  Davis, 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald  and  Olivia  de  Havilland  are 
set  for  the  top  roles  and  Edmund  Goulding  will 
direct. 

HOWARD  KOCH  to  “Byes  of  the  Army,”  co- 
starring  George  Brent  and  John  Payne. 

MAURICE  RAPP  to  “Por  Benefit  of  Mankind,” 
from  an  original  by  Marvin  Wald. 

ANTHONY  COLDEWAY  and  EDMUND  PARDO 
to  an  untitled  episode  in  the  “Secret  Service” 
series,  starring  Ronald  Regan;  WARREN  DUPP 
to  “Invisible  Stripes,”  prison  story  from  the  pen 
of  Warden  Lewis  B.  Dawes. 

GUY  ENDORE  to  “Underground.” 

OWEN  CRUMP  to  “Secrets  of  a Private  Nurse,” 
which  will  feature  Gloria  Dickson,  Jane  Wyman, 
Dennis  Morgan  and  Margot  Stevenson. 

THEODORE  REEVES  to  “The  City  of  Iron 
Men,”  from  his  own  original.  James  Cagney  will 
star. 

JOHN  HUSTON  to  “The  Life  of  Dr.  Ehrlich.” 
Edward  G.  Robinson  will  have  the  tite  role. 

ROBERT  KENT  to  “Edgar  Allen  Poe,”  which 
. will  star  Claude  Rains. 


Rowland  Perfects  Plan 
For  Production  Return 

Richard  Rowland’s  plans  for  re-enter- 
ing production  for  United  Artists  release 
are  gradually  taking  form.  He  has  booked 
Barbara  Stanwyck  for  the  lead  in  his 
first  effort,  and  has  signed  Archie  Mayo 
as  its  director.  Subject  will  be  onfe  of  two 
story  properties  Rowland  now  has  under 
consideration.  Rowland  was,  until  recently, 
production  aide  to  Edward  Small. 


Coast  Guard  Story 

“Menace  of  the  Sea,”  a story  of  the  U. 
S.  Coast  Guard  academy,  has  been  added 
to  the  Warner  production  schedule,  to  be 
made  by  the  Bryan  Foy  unit.  Vincent 
Sherman  will  direct  from  a script  by  Tom 
Reed.  Humphrey  Bogart,  Phil  Regan  and 
Lya  Lys  are  set  for  toplines. 


New  Cartoon  Star 

Walter  Lantz  has  introduced  a new  char- 
acter, “Pan,”  making  his  bow  in  “Peter- 
kin,”  a Technicolor  cartoon  short  for  Uni- 
versal release.  “Pan”  was  created  by  Will 
Pogany,  the  artist,  and  the  story  for  the 
reel  was  supplied  by  Elaine  Pogany,  his 
wife. 


Edward  Small  Will  Start 
Production  in  August 

After  a hiatus  of  several  months,  Ed- 
ward Small  will  embark  on  his  1939-40 
production  season  for  United  Artists  re- 
lease early  in  August,  when  “South  of 
Pago  Pago”  is  slated  to  go  before  the 
cameras.  Five  other  properties  are  in 
various  stages  of  preparation  to  follow  his 
initialer  on  the  new  season’s  program,  in- 
cluding “My  Son,  My  Son,”  being  scripted 
by  Lenore  Coffee;  “Two  Years  Before  the 
Mast,”  which  Val  Burton  is  adapting,  and 
“The  Life  of  Valentino,”  “Christopher  Co- 
lumbus” and  “The  House  of  Monte  Cristo.” 


Space  on  Selznick  Lot  Is 
Acquired  by  Sol  Lesser 

Sol  Lesser  has  acquired  production  and 
office  space  at  Selznick  International  for 
his  newly-formed  production  unit,  which 
will  release  through  United  Artists.  Lesser 
moves  from  his  present  quarters  imme- 
diately. 

His  first  for  UA,  “Our  Town,”  based  on 
the  play  by  Thornton  Wilder,  is  in  pre- 
paratory stages  for  an  early  start. 


"Stanley  and  Livingstone" 
Sequel  Interests  Zanuck 

Plans  for  a sequel  to  “Stanley  and  Liv- 
ingstone,” soon  to  be  released,  are  being 
mapped  by  20th  Century-Fox.  Darryl 
Zanuck  has  acquired  screen  rights  to 
“With  Henry  Stanley  in  England,”  a semi- 
biography by  Georges  Drumcurt,  and  is 
angling  for  the  loan  of  Spencer  Tracy 
from  M-G-M  for  a repeat  assignment  in 
the  title  role. 

RKO  Signs  Kay  Kysers 
Orchestra  for  Film 

Kay  Kyser,  current  favorite  of  “swing” 
addicts,  and  his  orchestra  have  been  signed 
by  RKO  Radio  to  star  in  “That’s  Right, 
You’re  Wrong,”  an  original  story  by  Wil- 
liam Conselman,  which  David  Butler  ■will 
direct.  His  crew  of  entertainers,  includ- 
ing “Ginny”  Simms,  Harry  Babbitt  and 
“Ish  Kabibble,”  will  also  appear. 


Paramount  Long-Termer 
To  Victor  Schertzinger 

Paramount  has  placed  Victor  Schert- 
zinger, director  and  composer,  under  a 
long-term  directorial  contract,  with  “The 
Road  to  Singapore,”  co-starring  Bing 
Crosby,  Bob  Hope  and  Dorothy  Lamour, 
as  his  first  assignment.  Picture  rolls 
September  15. 


New  "Philo  Vance"  From  WB 
Warner  has  announced  plans  to  pro- 
duce “Philo  Vance  Comes  Back,”  from  a 
story  by  the  late  S.  S.  Van  Dine,  with 
James  Stephenson  cast  in  the  title  role. 
William  Clemens  will  direct  from  a script 
by  Tom  Reed. 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

W.  W.  WATSON  sigTis  one-picture  writing  con- 
tract. 

— Metro 

ELAINE  RYAN,  writer,  given  new  contract, 

ILONA  MASSEY  signed  to  new  acting  ticket. 

SARA  HADEN  given  new  acting  contract. 

GUSTAV  MACHATY  signs  new  directorial  con- 
tract. 

FRANZ  WAXMAN,  composer-arranger,  draws 
new  term  agreement. 

ALBERT  MANNHEIMER  given  new  writing 
ticket. 

— Paramount 

JAMES  HOGAN  given  new  two-year  directorial 
pact.  Next  assignment  is  “The  Farmer’s  Daugh- 
ter,” with  Martha  Raye. 

ARTHUR  KAY  signed  to  conduct  orchestrations 
for  “Victor  Herbert,”  from  a score  to  be  written 
by  Arthur  Lang. 

JACK  MINTZ  booked  as  comedy  constructionist 
for  “The  Farmer’s  Daughter,”  Martha  Raye 
starrer. 

— Republic 

DONALD  BARRY  given  three-year  term  acting 
contract.  First  assignment  is  the  lead  in  “Calling 
All  Marines.” 

— Harry  Sherman 

BILL  PAGAN,  stage  piayer,  signs  term  con- 
tract. First  assignment  is  a role  In  “Medicine 
Show,”  a Hopalong  Cassidy  western. 

RICHARD  CARROLL  joins  writing  staff,  work- 
ing with  Wanda  Tuchock  on  “The  Ne’er-Do-Well” 
from  the  Rex  Beach  novel. 

— Edward  Small 

LOUTS  HAYWARD  held  for  another  term. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

JESSIE  MALO  joins  writing  staff. 

HARRY  JOE  BROWN,  producer,  given  new  two- 
year  contract. 

— Universal 

FRANK  SKINNER,  composer-arranger,  held 
for  another  term. 

— Warner  Bros. 

DICK  FORAN  signs  four-picture  acting  con- 
tract. He  has  been  assigned  to  “The  Lady  De- 
tective” and  “Four  Wives.” 

BEBE  ANDERSON  given  term  acting  contract. 

Coming  Years  Program  Is 
Discussed  by  the  MPRF 

Discussion  of  the  coming  year’s  pro- 
gram, including  proposals  to  set  up  a 
permanent  producers’  fund  to  augment  its 
income,  featured  the  regular  monthly 
membership  meeting  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Relief  Fund.  Ralph  Block  presided 
in  the  absence  of  Jean  Hersholt,  presi- 
dent. The  newly-elected  trustees,  Billie 
Burke,  Robert  Stephanoff,  Stephen  More- 
house Avery  and  George  Nicholls  jr.,  at- 
tended for  the  first  time  in  their  new 
capacities. 


Fourth  "Blondie"  Set 

Fourth  in  Columbia’s  “Blondie”  series 
has  been  titled  “Blondie  Brings  Up  Baby” 
and  is  scheduled  to  start  early  in  August 
from  a script  being  prepared  by  Gladys 
Lehman.  Robert  Sparks  and  Frank 
Strayer  "will  repeat  as,  respectively,  pro- 
ducer and  director,  and  Arthur  Lake, 
Penny  Singleton  and  Larry  Simms  con- 
tinue in  the  featured  roles. 


Lew  Smith  in  New  Post 

Lew  Smith  has  moved  into  his  berth  as 
production  assistant  to  Edward  Small,  for 
which  post  he  was  signed  recently.  For- 
merly Smith  was  an  associate  producer  for 
Frank  Lloyd. 


"Daytime  Wife"  Scheduled 

Raymond  Griffith’s  next  production  at 
20th  Century-Fox  will  be  ‘Daytime  Wife,” 
a semi-sequel  to  “Wife,  Husband  and 
Friend.”  Gregory  Ratoff  will  direct. 


j BOXOFFICE  ::  July  29,  1939 


45 


GOVERNMENT  PROBE  OF  INDDSTRY  ANTI-TRUST 
VIOLATION  CHARGES  FAST  NEARING  HOLLYWOOD 


Independents  Discuss 
Allied's  Code  Stand 

Los  Angeles — A round-tale  discussion  of 
the  organization’s  rejection  of  the  exhibi- 
tor-distributor trade  practice  code  high- 
lighted the  luncheon  and  “pep”  meeting 
held  by  the  local  chapter  of  Allied  States, 
attended  by  some  45  independent  showmen 
and  Allied  Members. 

The  national  body’s  reaction  to  the  code 
was  reported  by  James  C.  Quinn,  secre- 
tary of  the  local  chapter,  who  attended 
the  national  Allied  convention  in  Minne- 
apolis some  time  ago.  Quinn,  President 
Seth  Perkins  and  Treasurer  Fred  Hershon 
all  concurred  in  the  belief  that  the  trade 
practice  agreement  offers  nothing  of  value 
to  independent  showmen. 

A guest  speaker  was  Robert  Poole,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  rival  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.,  who 
cautioned  attending  exhibitors  to  withhold 
any  action  tending  to  “intimidate  the  dis- 
tributors” until  a final  copy  of  the  draft 
has  been  prepared.  Poole  declared  the 
exhibition  scene  locally  differs  from  that 
in  other  territories,  but  admitted  that 
some  adjustments  in  the  code  must  be 
made  to  cope  with  certain  factors  domi- 
nating operations  here. 

Quinn  countered,  however,  by  averring 
that  the  code  as  it  stands,  or  as  it  may 
be  adjusted,  offers  no  relief — locally  or 
nationally — from  compulsory  buying  of 
shorts,  unavailability  of  prints,  block  book- 
ing, blind  buying  and  other  points  for  the 
elimination  of  which  Allied  is  battling. 

No  direct  appeals  for  membership  were 
made  at  the  session.  However,  Quinn  and 
other  officers  are  planning  to  call  an- 
other meeting  shortly  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  a determined  drive  for  members. 


Distribution  Rights  on 
"Sudan"  to  Lichter 

Los  Angeles — Distribution  rights  in  the 
United  States,  except  the  New  England 
territory,  as  well  as  Canada,  for  “Sudan,” 
an  exploitation  feature  filmed  in  South 
Africa,  have  been  acquired  by  Mitchell 
Lichter,  independent  producer  and  dis- 
tributor. Releasing  rights  to  the  film  for 
California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  New  Mexico, 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  Alaska  have 
been  purchased  from  Lichter  by  Hi  Pes- 
kay  of  Majestic  Pictures. 

Lichter  leaves  shortly  on  a trip  through 
the  country,  setting  other  deals  in  such 
key  centers  as  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Cleveland,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Kansas  City, 
Denver,  Minneapolis  and  the  Canadian 
territory. 


Attorney-General  Murphy 
Orders  Federal  Grand 
Jury  Proceedings 

Los  Angeles — Harbingers,  in  the  form 
of  press  dispatches  from  the  east,  forecast 
that  the  full  strength  of  the  storm  from 
the  federal  investigation  of  distribution 
and  exhibition — which  has  been  brewing 
locally  and  in  Washington  for  the  past 
two  years  or  more — will  hit  Hollywood 
within  a short  time.  However,  there  has 
thus  far  been  no  scurrying  for  the  cyclone 
cellars  on  the  part  of  production  execu- 
tives or  in  local  distribution  and  chain  ex- 
hibition circles. 

A brief  announcement  from  Attorney- 
General  Fi-ank  Murphy  in  the  nation’s  cap- 
itol  disclosed  that  he  has  ordered  the  in- 
stitution of  federal  grand  jury  proceedings 
here  dealing  with  anti-trust,  income  tax 
and  possible  labor  racketeering  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry.  Murphy  declined, 
however,  to  comment  further  as  to  the 
specific  companies,  unions  or  individuals 
involved. 

Albert  J.  Law,  special  department  of  jus- 
tice deputy,  referred  all  queries  relating 
to  the  new  probe  to  his  Washington  head- 
quarters, committing  himself  only  to  the 
extent  of  declaring  that  his  work  here  is 
finished  and  that  he  is  awaiting  further 
orders.  It  is  generally  believed,  although 
Law  refuses  confirmation,  that  the  data 
he  and  his  aides  compiled  during  their 
18-month  investigation  into  the  local  dis- 
tribution-exhibition scene  will  form  an 
important  part  of  the  evidence  to  be  pre- 
sented the  grand  jury  when  and  if  it  is 
convened.  Law  several  months  ago  com- 
pleted his  exhaustive  probe  in  which  the 
books  and  records  of  every  major  ex- 
change and  the  Pox  West  Coast  circuit 
were  examined.  The  government  men  were 
sent  here  in  answer  to  a number  of  com- 
plaints from  independent  distributors  and 
exhibitors  that  the  majors  were  violating 
clauses  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law. 

News  of  Murphy’s  drive  was  met  with 
official  silence  at  FWC  and  in  the  local 
offices  of  the  major  exchanges.  The  FWC 
circuit  declared  all  comment  must  come 
from  President  Charles  Skouras,  who  was 
absent  from  the  city.  Exchange  heads 
refused  to  issue  any  statements  on  the 
grounds  the  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  their 
eastern  superiors. 


Barsky  Closes  Anaheim 
House  for  Remodeling 

Anaheim,  Cal. — H.  H.  Barsky  has  pur- 
chased the  Grand  Theatre  from  Bob  Sproul 
and  has  closed  it  temporarily  for  altera- 
tions and  redecorating.  He  will  open  the 
house  at  a 15-cent  admission  scale. 


Trade  Pad  Approval 
Wilhheld  by  ITO 

Los  Angeles — Formal  approval  of  the 
exhibitor-distributor  trade  practice  agree- 
ment by  the  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.  will  be  withheld 
until  ITO  leaders  have  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining two  important  concessions  affect- 
ing the  local  territory,  according  to  Robert 
Poole,  the  organization’s  executive  secre- 
tary. 

Poole  expressed  confidence  that  the  ITO 
would  be  successful  in  gaining  the  changes 
when  William  F.  Rodgers,  Metro  sales  chief 
and  co-chairman  of  the  trade  practice 
committee,  arrives  here  early  in  August. 

'The  ITO  secretary  declared  his  organ- 
ization will  fight  strenuously  for  the  ban- 
ning of  commercialized  previews  and  first- 
run  moveovers,  both  of  which  are  against 
the  ITO’s  policy.  Poole  cited  the  fact  that 
on  July  4 approximately  20  “previews,” 
which  already  had  been  screened  for  the 
press,  were  shown  in  theaters  in  the  area. 

In  addition  to  huddling  with  ITO  exec- 
utives on  these  points,  Rodgers  is  expected 
to  begin  aiding  in  the  organization  of  local 
conciliation  and  arbitration  boards,  aiming 
to  have  the  code  in  operation  by  Septem- 
ber 1. 

ITO  members  were  officially  informed 
of  Rodgers’  impending  arrival  and  the 
organization’s  plans  in  connection  with  his 
visit  through  an  official  bulletin  issued  by 
President  A1  Galston,  in  which  he  declared: 

“Please  rest  assured  that  everything  that 
can  be  done  to  protect  the  interests  of 
every  one  of  our  members  is  being  done, 
and  for  your  information  we  want  you 
to  know  that,  because  of  commercialized 
previews  and  the  moveover  situation  in  this 
territory,  that  does  not  affect  any  other 
territory  in  the  United  States,  we  have  se- 
cured the  consent  of  the  distributor  com- 
mittee to  act  individually  on  the  code  for 
this  territory  alone.” 

Variety  Club  for  L.  A. 
Sought  by  Vinicoi 

Los  Angeles — Engineered  by  Harry  Vini- 
cof,  head  of  the  Vinicof  circuit,  plans  are 
underway  to  form  a local  Variety  Club 
with  membership  being  sought  among  ex- 
hibitors and  distributors  in  the  territory. 
Vinicof  intends  to  open  headquarters  in 
a portion  of  the  building  he  owns  on  Film- 
row  for  the  installation  of  a reading  room, 
phone  service  and  other  conveniences 
where  showmen  and  distributors  can  meet 
to  discuss  “mutual  problems”  and  enjoy 
various  recreational  provisions.  A mem- 
bership fee  of  $5  monthly  is  being  sought. 
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gACK  from  a two-week  vacation  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  World’s  Fair  is  Jack 
Cooper,  Metro  booker  . . . Charles  Alden 
of  the  Fox  Alden  Theatre,  Globe,  Ariz., 
came  in  for  conferences  with  Fox  West 
Coast  executives  . . . Ben  Adler,  of  the 
Adler  Sign  Co.,  Chicago,  checked  in  from 
the  Windy  City  to  huddle  with  John 
Filbert  of  the  Filbert  Supply  Co.  . . . 
Charles  Gore  of  the  Gore  Bros,  circuit, 
Mac  Sinift  of  the  Del  Mar,  and  Johnny 
Hawkins,  who  operates  the  Elite  Theatre 
in  Beverly  Hills,  all  caught  Paramount’s 
trade  showing  of  “Beau  Geste”  at  the 
Fox  Boulevard  Theatre. 

Visitors:  Frank  Johnson,  former  owner 
of  the  Washington  Theatre,  Pasadena; 
Billy  Sobelman  of  the  Victory;  John  Men- 
ard jr.,  Showshop,  Glendale;  Phil  Green- 
baum,  Mecea;  George  Diamos,  Lyric 
Amusement  Co.,  Tucson,  Ariz.;  Bill  Mar- 
tin, Hemet  Theatre,  Hemet. 

Back  from  a jaunt  through  his  terri- 
tory is  Morris  Safier,  Grand  National’s 
western  district  manager.  In  Denver  he 
appointed  Edward  Safier  to  replace  Glenn 
Gregory,  who  resigned  as  exchange  mana- 
ger . . . Bill  Madden  and  Connie  Carpou, 
of  Metro’s  contract  department  in  New 
York,  are  spending  their  annual  holiday 
here. 

Bob  Leonard  did  double  duty  by  booking 
for  his  Pala  Theatre  in  Escondido  and  the 
El  Moro  in  Gallup,  N.  M.  . . . Other  book- 
ing visitors  included  Bill  Knotts,  Covina, 
Covina;  Joe  Green,  Raymond,  Pasadena; 
Louis  Berkhoff,  Cinema;  Max  Gardens, 
Rosslyn;  Fred  Siegel,  Palomar,  Oceanside; 
Joe  Sloat,  Maynard;  Charlie  Olds,  Arroyo, 
Arroyo  Grande;  Mrs.  Lena.  Schatz,  Aliena; 
Jay  Sutton,  Marcal  and  Center;  Mrs.  Fos- 
ter Jackson,  Elsinore. 

Tom  Soriero,  manager  of  Fox  West 
Coast’s  United  Artists  Theatre  downtown, 
has  returned  from  a vacation  in  San  Fran- 
cisco . . . Holidaying  here  is  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Latta,  wife  of  the  Pittsburgh  theatre  zone 
manager  for  Warner  . . . Harry  Hollan- 
der, booker  for  the  Lou  Bard  circuit,  is 
recovering  from  a tonsillectomy  on  an  ice 
cream  diet. 

Still  hobbling  around  on  crutches,  “Ote” 
Lewis  came  in  to  book  for  his  Mission 
Theatre  in  San  Gabriel.  His  wife  ac- 
companied him  . . . Bernard  Leavitt  try- 
ing unsuccessfully  to  palm  off  a phoney 
dollar  bill  which  somebody  passed  at  the 
boxoffice  of  one  of  his  theatres. 

The  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.  will  move  into  new 
and  larger  quarters  at  1964  So.  Vermont 
August  1,  taking  over  the  old  Paramount 
exchange  . . . Dode  Samuels,  RKO  Radio 
salesman,  and  Red  Lentz,  one  of  the  Co- 
lumbia selling  staff,  both  checked  in  from 
trips  through  their  Arizona  territory  . . . 
D.  B.  Vanderlip  is  now  a partner  with 
Jimmy  Edwards  in  the  Arcadia  Theatre, 
Arcadia. 

Gale  Mullins,  booker  for  the  Harry  Nace 
circuit,  came  in  from  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  on 
business  . . . Other  visitors  included  John 
Menard,  operator  of  theatres  in  Downey 
and  Norwalk;  Bill  Peck  of  the  La  Moda, 
Atascadero;  Joe  Venable,  Manny-Venable 


circuit;  Judge  LeRoy  Pawley,  Desert  The- 
atre, Indio. 

George  Bowser,  Fox  West  Coast  district 
manager,  spent  a few  days  in  San  Diego 
on  business  . . . Darrell  F.  Benedict  will 
manage  the  Casino  Theatre  for  its  new 
owner,  Mort  Tapscott  . . . Gene  Copperud, 
who  manages  the  Garfield  in  Alhambra 
for  the  Jimmy  Edwards  circuit,  and  Ro- 
sella  B.  Lemson  will  be  married  in  the 
near  future  . . . Tlie  Union  Tlieatre,  for- 
merly the  Continental,  which  was  recently 
taken  over  by  Ben  Bronstein,  has  re- 
opened. House  seats  500  and  is  being 
operated  on  a 15-cent  admission  policy  . . . 
National  Tlieatre  Supply  has  installed  new 
marquee  letters  in  the  Boulder  Theatre, 
Boulder  City. 

Booking:  Howard  Monroe,  Ritz  and  Dale 
theatres.  Long  Beaeh;  Justin  LaFont,  of 
the  Forum  Theatre,  Barstow. 

Wilbur  Peterson,  operator  of  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre,  Somerville,  Mass.,  who 
is  vacationing  here,  was  a guest  at  the 
Warner  studio  . . . Jimmy  Summerville, 
Universal  shipping  clerk,  is  helping  out 
on  bookings  while  the  assistant  booker, 
Benny  Sachey,  is  on  his  vacation  . . . Buck 
Wade,  Universal  salesman,  is  off  on  a short 
trip  through  his  territory  . . . Fi’ed  Gage, 
Warner  salesman,  chatting  with  an  exhibi- 
tor friend  . . . Bill  Reider,  Grand  Na- 
tional branch  manager,  scurrying  along  as 
though  he  were  going  somewhere  . . . 
George  Bromley,  Campus  Tlieatre,  and 
Frank  Harris  of  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.,  a two- 
some. 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


W.  W.  Windquist  came  in  to  pick  up 
product  for  his  Rialto  Theatre,  Long  Beach 
. . . Ditto  George  Bourke  of  Sawtelle;  Har- 
vey Levinson  of  the  Cozy;  Harry  Vinicof 
of  the  Vinicof  circuit;  Kurt  and  Max 
Laemmle,  Glassell  and  Franklin  theatres; 
Francis  Perezo  of  the  Dreamland  arid 
World. 

Ben  Peskay,  of  the  Times  and  Palms 
theatres,  returned  from  a business  trip 
to  San  Francisco  . . . Fred  Young,  local 
B.  F.  Shearer  representative,  startled  the 
Filmrow  natives  by  bursting  out  in  a white 
suit  . . . Dave  Cantor  of  the  Park  and 
Royale  theatres,  escorting  an  attractive 
blonde  young  lady  about  the  Row  and 
fighting  off  the  wolves. 

Booking  visitors:  Sam  Decker,  Palms 
Theatre,  Palms;  Jimmy  Edwards,  Edwards 
circuit;  Tommy  Huntington,  Keogh  cir- 
cuit, San  Diego;  Monty  Friend,  Montrose, 
Montrose;  Leon  Levy,  Wiltern;  Harry  Mil- 
stein,  Torrence  and  Gardena;  Sid  Feder, 
Stanley,  Long  Beach;  John  Drew,  Temple, 
Glendale. 


Artist  for  "Safari" 

Hollywood — Cyrus  LeRoy  Baldridge,  who 
has  painted  more  than  400  canvasses  with 
Africa  as  their  subject,  has  been  signed 
by  Paramount  as  technical  advisor  on 
“Safari.”  Picture  goes  into  work  Septem- 
ber 18  with  Madeleine  Carroll  in  a top 
role. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
“Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angelas 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

'THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

“THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratoii 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

==  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  == 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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^HIS  town  is  in  a festive  mood  and  will 

be  for  the  next  couple  of  weeks.  A 
gala  program  is  all  set  for  the  opening  of 
Potlatch  Week.  Uncle  Sam  has  sent  eight 
of  his  battlewagons  to  anchor  in  the  Puget 
Sound,  with  the  boats  open  to  visitors. 
There  is  daily  horseracing,  soap  box  derby, 
cowboys  from  all  over  the  West  for  the 
big  rodeo,  boat  races  among  the  navy 
boys,  “Old  Northwest  Days”  historic  spec- 
tacle, carnivals,  horse  shows,  and  many, 
many  other  events  that  will  keep  this  town 
busy  for  days.  All  downtown  streets  are 
decorated  and  parades  will  be  held  daily. 
Despite  all  this  activity,  it  is  anticipated 
good  business  for  the  show  shops,  that  is, 
providing  this  hot  spell  gives  way.  Old 
Sol  is  driving  the  would-be  showgoers  to 
the  many  lakes  and  beaches  in  these  parts. 

By  applying  good  old  fashioned  ex- 
ploitation and  showmanship,  the  loeal  ball 
club  is  playing  to  crowds  every  evening. 
With  the  personal  appearance  of  Al 
Schacht,  the  famous  baseball  clown,  over 
17,000  fans  jammed  the  ball  park  for  a 
new  all-time  record  for  attendance.  Each 
night  there  is  some  activity  supplied  by 
bands  and  drill  teams  from  nearby  towns. 
The  American  Legion  Posts  also  are  help- 
ing out. 

Local  dailies  are  featuring  special  edi- 
torials on  the  passing  of  the  Neely  block 
booking  by  the  Senate.  Tliese  editorials 
tell  the  readers  that  as  soon  as  the  bill 
passes  the  house,  the  exhibitor  will  be 
able  to  present  better  pictures  to  his  pat- 
rons, and  that  the  theatre  owner  will  be 
able  to  look  over  each  picture  separately 
and  pick  the  ones  most  suitable  for  his 
theatre. 

The  Hennies  Brothers  circus,  more  of  a 
carnival  than  a circus,  playing  here  this 
week,  garnered  more  free  newspaper  space 
than  any  show  in  years  . . . The  theatre 
business-getter  this  week  is  Skinnay  En- 
nis appearing  in  person  with  his  band  at 
the  Palomar.  One  evening  Skinnay  got 
the  “jitter-bugs”  to  dance  in  the  theatre 
aisles  which  landed  a picture  in  the 
papers. 

The  time  is  drawing  near  for  the  an- 
nual fishing  derby.  Each  year  the  mighty 
anglers  gather  from  far  and  near  to  enter 
this  thrilling  event.  Many  screen  and 
radio  stars  compete.  For  three  months 
prior  to  the  derby,  all  fishermen  must 
catch  a salmon  of  good  size  in  order  to 
qualify  for  the  finals.  When  the  big  day 
arrives  hundreds  of  boats  are  let  into  the 
sound  with  a naval  escort.  The  largest 
salmon  caught  within  a certain  period  nets 
the  lucky  person  a brand  new  automobile. 

The  well  known  screen  author,  Norman 
Krasna,  is  advertising  m the  local  sheets 
calling  attention  to  his  school  of  writing 
in  Hollywood.  He  offers  a course  by  mail, 
of  screen  writing  . . . Billy  Hartford,  city 
manager  for  Fox  Evergreen  theatres  in 
Everett,  aided  by  his  assistaiit,  Jimmy 
Andrus,  tied  up  with  the  local  merchants 
and  filmed  a special  reel  under  the  title 
of  “Everett  on  Parade.”  Picture  was  made 
silent,  and  gave  Everett  citizens  a glance 
at  the  inner  workings  of  all  its  industries. 
A “ghost”  voice  was  dubbed  explaining 
everything.  Over  10,000  people  v)ere  in  the 


reel  and  it  is  a safe  bet  that  they  all 
planked  down  their  money  to  get  a gander 
at  themselves. 

Alex  Johnson,  for  many  years  with  the 
Seattle  Post  Intelligencer  writes  from 
Honolulu  to  Sammy  Seigel,  sending  re- 
gards to  Joe  Cooper,  your  correspondent, 
and  others  that  remember  him.  Alex  is 
now  with  the  Honolulu  Star  Bulletin  so  if 
any  of  you  are  round  that  way,  drop  in 
. . . With  Gil  Brown,  dramatic  editor  for 
the  Star,  away  on  his  vacation,  his  local 
column  has  been  handled  by  guest  writ- 
ers. Among  those  contributing  was  Geri 
Shartin,  daughter  of  Bill  Shartin,  local 
manager  for  Warner. 

Glen  Aldrich,  manager  of  the  Unique  in 
Spokane,  took  his  first  solo  motor  bike 
ride  and  ended  up  with  a broken  arm  . . . 
Leaving  for  vacations  this  week  are  Guy 
Maxey,  head  booker  for  Warner,  who  with 
his  wife,  Maude,  are  driving  with  Do-n 
and  Mrs.  Weston,  also  of  Warner,  for  a 
visit  to  the  studios  and  the  San  Francisco 
Fair  . . . Bob  Osborne,  office  manager 
for  the  Fox  exchange,  and  his  wife  are 
also  off  for  a couple  of  weeks’  motor 
tour. 

Republic  Pictures  are  now  established  in 
their  new  quarters,  all  the  moving  being 
done  while  J.  T.  Sheffield,  the  head  man, 
is  in  New  York  attending  a special  meet- 
ing. Eddie  Walton  and  Tommy  Tomlin- 
son supervised  the  change-over  . . . The 
gang  at  National  Screen  Service  held  an 
informal  get-together  in  honor  of  Una 
Clasby,  who  resigned  from  the  company  to 
spend  all  her  time  keeping  house  for  hubby 
. . . Jim  Hone  now  is  fully  settled  in  his 
new  office  . . . Rufus  Blair  of  the  Para- 
mount publicity  department  up  from  Hol- 
lywood with  a print  of  “Beau  Geste”  which 
was  given  a trade  preview  at  the  Blue 
Mouse. 

Mort  Blumenstock  from  the  Warner 
home  office  here  to  stay  as  loeal  pub- 
licity man  for  the  company.  Mort  will 
assist  the  various  independent  exhibitors 
who  have  the  company’s  product  . . . Mil- 
ton  Kenworthy  of  Moscow,  Ida.,  is  away 
to  New  York  to  take  in  the  World’s  Fair 
. .'.  Hugh  Bruen,  theatre  owner  of  Whit- 
tier, Cal.,  here  with  Mrs.  Bruen,  as  guests 
of  W.  B.  McDonald  of  Olympia  on  his 
yacht  the  Saranar  in  the  race  from  Everett 
to  Nanaimo,  B.  C.,  Canada.  Other  guests 
included  Guy  Navarre,  of  United  Artists; 
Neal  Walton  of  Columbia;  Art  Slater  of 
Northwest  Film  Service;  Al  O’Keefe,  coast 
division  head  for  Universal,  and  L.  J.  Mc- 


"Chips"  Sets  Revenue 
Record  in  L.  A. 

Los  Angeles — "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips" 
has  moved  to  the  Carthay  Circle  for  a 
continued  run  after  establishing  a new 
revenue  record  at  the  Four  Star  Thea- 
tre, where  it  played  for  nine  weeks 
and  four  days.  The  Metro  picture 
grossed  approximately  $54,000,  nearly 
$2,000  more  than  "Pygmalion,"  previous 
record-holder  at  the  Four  Star. 


Ginley,  local  Universal  exchange  manager. 
Bruen  also  owns  the  45f/i  Street  Theatre 
in  Seattle. 

Edgar  Mercy  of  the  Mercy  circuit,  hand- 
ling the  houses  in  Camas  and  Washougal, 
left  his  theatres  long  enough  to  try  his 
hand  at  solo  flying.  Edgar  flew  from 
Camas  to  Seattle  and  back  without  a mis- 
hap so  he  now  becomes  another  member 
of  the  flying  exhibitors.  There  are  half 
a dozen  in  this  territory  . . . Walter 
Graham  of  Shelton  took  his  plane  and 
made  a trip  to  Kamloops,  B.  C.  . . . 
George  Weeks,  general  sales  manager  of 
Monogram,  and  Mel  Hulling,  coast  dis- 
trict for  the  company,  in  for  a visit  with 
Al  Goldstein,  northwest  distributor. 

Ruby  McMillan  and  Betty  Shafer  are 
en  route  to  Alaska  for  a couple  of  weeks 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Win  Warner  off  for  their 
home  in  Hollywood.  This  was  Win’s  first 
visit  to  the  Northwest  and  he  said  he 
never  realized  that  this  city  and  its  sur- 
roundings could  be  so  beautiful  . . . Mrs. 
Bill  Cunningham  and  daughter,  Janet 
Lee;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Davis  and  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Coe  and  two  daughters  back  to 
Portland  after  a week  as  house  guests  of 
L.  O.  and  Eva  Lukan  of  the  Green  Lake 
Theatre  . . . Hal  Daigler,  right  hand  man 
to  John  Hamrick,  and  his  wife  have  left 
for  a tour  of  Alaska. 

Jay  Haas,  western  division  manager  of 
Paramount’s  ad  sales  department,  in  town 
from  Hollywood  . . . Wayne  Christy  spend- 
ing a day  in  Tacoma  screening  pictures 
for  the  censor  board  . . , Mrs.  Martin 
Brown,  on  the  Row  as  guest  of  Al  Bloom. 
Her  hubby  owns  the  Avenue  Theatre  in 
Yakima  . . . Billy  Hartford  to  San  Fran- 
cisco for  his  vacation  . . . Lawrence  Wick- 
lund,  business  agent  for  the  Theatre  Em- 
ployes Union,  calling  a special  meeting 
to  consider  some  important  business  . . . 
Joe  Rosenfield,  city  manager  for  Fox 
Evergreen  in  Spokane,  in  on  a booking 
trip  . . . Frank  Newman  sr.,  president  of 
Fox  Evergreen,  to  New  York  to  attend 
a business  meeting. 

Paul  Carlson  doing  his  vacationing  in 
San  Francisco  . . . Herndon  Edmond  back 
from  his  trip  through  eastern  Washington 
. . . Wally  Rucker  and  Cy  Young  in  from 
the  same  territory  . . . Eddie  Peabody, 
wizard  of  the  banjo,  who  made  a personal 
appearance  here  a couple  of  weeks  ago, 
popped  back  in  town  for  a day.  He  spent 
the  whole  day  at  the  King  County  Tuber- 
culosis Hospital  cheering  up  the  shut-ins. 

While  Seattle  and  Tacoma  are  cele- 
brating the  Washington  state  jubilee,  Spo- 
kane is  getting  ready  for  its  Cavalcade. 
Shades  of  the  gay  nineties  have  appeared 
on  Spokane  streets  as  men  donned  frock 
coats  and  top  hats,  and  women  are  attired 
in  calico  dresses  and  sunbonnets.  Spo- 
kane celebrates  the  early  part  of  August. 

Lloyd  Lamb  has  taken  over  the  distribu- 
tion of  “Movi-News”  for  the  Oregon  and 
Washington  territory.  “Movi-News”  is  a 
novel  idea  of  a theatre  program  which  is 
distributed  each  week  by  the  exhibitor  to 
his  patrons  . . . Popcorn  Smith  back  to 
Seattle  after  a long  business  trek.  Reports 
business  good  and  that  the  Mercy  circuit 
has  installed  more  machines  in  their  houses. 
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the  stiffest  competition  in  months 
' only  one  of  the  first  runs  went  above 
average  and  that  with  the  aid  of  a stage 
show.  The  Denver,  with  Will  Rock  in 
Thurston’s  magic  show  attracted  enough 
to  nm  the  house  to  a comfortable  margin 
above  average.  For  competition  film  houses 
had  the  huge  D-enver  Post  free  opera  for 
three  nights  in  Cheesman  Park,  which  at- 
tracted thousands  of  people  every  night, 
some  of  them  going  as  early  as  3 o’clock 
to  be  sure  of  a good  seat,  with  the  per- 
formance starting  at  8.  Both  amusement 
parks  had  name  bands  that  took  unusual- 
ly large  crowds  from  the  film  theatres. 
All  that  on  top  of  the  hottest  weather  in 
many  years,  which  drove  people  to  the 
mountains. 


The  eighth  annual  play  festival  in  the 
61-year-old  opera  house  at  Central  City, 
where  “Yoemen  of  the  Guard”  is  playing 
on  the  stage  for  two  weeks,  is  breaking 
records  with  practically  every  performance 
a sellout  . . . Plans  are  being  drawn  for 
the  modernization  and  air-conditioning 
of  the  RKO  exchange,  with  work  expect- 
ed to  start  as  soon  as  a new'  lease  is  sign- 
ed. Being  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  street 
the  exchange  gets  the  full  benefit  of  the 
hot  summer  sun,  and  employes  are  thrill- 
ed with  the  prospects  of  air-conditioning , 
at  least  by  next  year. 


Jerry  McGee,  booker  in  the  Sheffield- 
Republic  exchange,  left  Saturday  for  Yel- 
lowstone national  park  to  spend  his  va- 
cation . . . Jack  Lynch,  Empress  The- 
atre, Laramie,  Wyo.,  projectionist,  was 
fatally  injured  in  an  automobile  accident 
near  Cheyenne,  Wyo.  . . . J.  T.  Sheffield, 
owner  of  the  Sheffield-Republic  exchanges 
here  and  Salt  Lake  and  the  Pacific  North- 
west, is  expected  to  visit  his  Denver  of- 
fices for  a couple  of  weeks.  He  has  flown 
to  Detroit  from  his  Seattle  headquarters, 
where  he  picked  up  a new  Packard.  He 
drove  to  New  York,  and  will  drive  to  Den- 
ver before  going  on  to  Salt  Lake  City  and 
then  home. 

E.  M.  Kaylor  has  closed  the  Madrid 
Hall  at  Madrid,  N.  M.  . . . Harley  H. 
Butler  has  taken  over  the  Real  Theatre, 
Roy,  N.  M.,  from  W.  J.  Sturgis  . . . Air- 
conditioning  is  just  about  ready  for  opera- 
tion at  the  State  Theatre,  where  the  man- 
ager, Buzz  Briggs,  has  been  so  busy  he 
has  had  to  forego  his  golf  . . . A.  C.  Jes- 
minik  has  opened  up  in  Ovid,  Colo.,  with 
a spot  to  be  called  the  Ovid  Theatre.  The 
spot  'has  been  without  a theatre. 

With  reservations  running  stronger  than 
usual  this  early,  it  is  expected  attendance 
at  the  annual  picnic,  golf  tournament, 
dance  and  banquet  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Screen  Club  will  be  well  over  the  250 
usually  present.  The  affair  will  be  held 
at  Eddie  Otts  Country  Club  at  Ever- 
green, Colo.,  40  miles  from  Denver,  with 
the  golf  tournament  held  on  the  Denver 
municipal  course  nearby.  Committees  are 
rapidly  whipping  plans  into  shape,  and 
with  a large  prize  list  assured  for  golf 
and  other  games,  stiff  competition  is  ex- 
pected. The  convention  of  the  Gibralter 
company  will  be  held  at  the  Cosmopoli- 
tan Hotel  here  starting  August  11.  Chas.  R. 
Gilmour  is  president  and  general  manager 


of  Gibralter  Enterprises,  Inc.,  as  well  as 
president  of  the  exhibitor  organization. 

Jack  Copeland,  manager  of  the  Aladdin, 
is  the  girls’  ideal,  according  to  a note 
written  to  the  Gadabout,  column  in  the 
Monitor,  Denver  weekly  with  a 78,000  cir- 
culation. Because  of  the  wide  circulation 
Copeland  is  receiving  a lot  of  kidding, 
some  of  which  is  said  to  make  him  blush 
even  through  his  “sun-bronzed  complex- 
ion.” The  girl,  who  signed  only  her  initials, 
was  moved  to  write  the  note  after  a male 
had  extolled  the  lovely  eyes  of  an  Alad- 
din cashier. 


Bill  for  State  Tax  as  a 
Precautionary  Move 

Seattle — Although  the  threatened  state 
tax  of  two  per  cent  on  all  film  sold  in 
the  state  of  Washington  looks  like  it  might 
die,  local  distributors  are  adding  the  tax 
on  their  statements  to  the  exhibitors.  This 
is  being  done  as  a protection  in  the  event 
the  state  decides  to  impose  the  added 
revenue. 

The  compensating  tax  law  was  amended 
during  the  1939  session  of  the  state  legis- 
lature making  a two  per  cent  tax  applica- 
ble to  all  tangible  personal  property  used 
in  the  state  of  Washington.  At  that  time 
it  was  verbally  agreed  that  films  and 
theatres  would  be  exempt.  State  attorneys, 
however,  ruled  that  the  films  were  subject 
to  tax  as  the  law  is  interpreted.  Jim 
Hone,  executive  secretary  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  Washington,  is 
opposing  the  tax  in  the  interests  of  his 
organization. 


L.  A.  Fire  Commissioner 
Revising  Ordinance 

Los  Angeles — Acceding  to  pleas  from 
Pox  West  Coast,  RKO  and  Warner  Thea- 
tres, and  the  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Southern  California  and  Arizona, 
the  city  fire  commission  is  drafting  a re- 
vised city  ordinance  pertaining  to  the 
regulation  of  false  fronts,  lobby  easels  and 
other  theatre  lobby  paraphernalia.  The 
showmen  pointed  out  that  the  present 
ordinance  was  passed  at  a time  when  thea- 
tres were  not  so  modernly  or  spaciously 
designed  and  that,  under  present  condi- 
tions, false  fronts  and  lobby  easels  do  not 
constitute  a fire  hazard. 

Enforcement  of  the  code  now  being  de- 
vised will  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
fire  commission  as  applying  to  each  indi- 
vidual lobby  and  foyer  design. 


FWC  Tries  Flesh 

Santa  Barbara,  Cal. — Fox  West  Coast  is 
trying  out  a “flesh”  policy,  supplementing 
regular  screen  fare,  during  weekend  show- 
ings at  its  Aldington  Theatre.  Initial 
vaudeville  bill  was  headlined  by  the  Stroud 
Twins,  of  radio  fame,  the  “Great  Lester,” 
magician,  and  two  other  acts. 


Gets  Pact  and  Role 
Hollywood — ^Paramount  has  handed 
Lind  Hayes  a five-year  contract  and  a role 
in  “Seventeen.” 


SAILT  IILAKIIE 

^HE  Capitol  Theatre  at  Logan,  Utah, 

closed  for  the  past  three  months,  re- 
opened its  doors  July  23  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  Intermountain  Theatres, 
Inc.,  of  Salt  Lake  City.  The  house,  seat- 
ing 1,500,  has  been  made  modern  through- 
out. It  was  closed  May  1 by  the  local 
B.  G.  Thatcher  business  interests  follow- 
ing more  than  a year  of  picketing  by  dis- 
charged employes.  Earl  Baugham  is  the 
house  manager.  The  opening  date  for  the 
Lyric  of  Logan,  closed  shortly  before  the 
Capitol,  still  is  unannounced. 

Bill  Steege,  Fox  West  Coast  branch  man- 
ager, and  Tom  Berts,  one  of  the  FWC 
managers  at  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  motored 
to  New  York  for  the  World’s  Fair  via 
Canadian  routes  . . . Tony  Hartford,  sales 
manager  for  United  Artists,  is  continuing 
in  the  northern  section  of  the  Intermoun- 
tain territory  for  some  time  due  to  good 
results  . . . J.  R.  Keitz,  Mercury  exchange 
head,  is  expected  back  shortly  from  a 
business  trip  to  Denver. 

J.  T.  Sheffield  is  expected  in  Salt  Lake 
City  en  route  back  to  Seattle,  his  head- 
quarters, from  a New  York  convention  . . . 
H.  C.  Fuller,  RKO  manager,  is  leaving 
for  an  extensive  sales  trip  into  the  terri- 
tory . . . William  Seib,  Columbia  mana- 
ger, has  headed  into  Montana  for  busi- 
ness . . . Ben  Fish,  western  district  mana- 
ger for  United  Artists,  left  Salt  Lake  City 
for  Denver  after  conferences  held  here. 

Film  players  here:  Wallace  Beery  stop- 
ped to  refuel  his  plane  at  the  local  air- 
port en  route  back  to  Hollywood  from 
Idaho  locations.  A member  of  his  family 
was  reported  ill  ..  . Phil  Harris,  appear- 
ing in  Salt  Lake  City  for  a one-night 
engagement,  went  to  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  for 
an  appearance  there  July  20  . . . Stepin 
Fetchit  appeared  m person  on  the  Roxy 
Theatre  stage  . . . Little  Dick  Redman, 
seven-year -old  son  of  the  well  known  and 
former  Salt  Lakers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick E.  Redman,  is  an  accomplished 
skater  who  appears  with  Sonja  Henie  in 
“Second  Fiddle.” 

Seven-year-old  boy  wonder  Ray  Harvey 
appeared  at  the  Utah  Theatre  the  past 
week.  He  promptly  answers  any  question 
asked  him.  He  has  baffled  reporters  and 
audiences  with  his  knowledge  of  statistics 
and  marvelous  mind  . . . Andy  Kerstopo- 
lis  recently  opened  a refreshment  parlor 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Broadway  Theatre. 
Andy,  with  his  brother,  Dan,  and  J.  Kers- 
kis,  operates  the  theatre. 


Skouras  and  Aides  Back 
From  Eastern  Confab 

Los  Angeles — President  Charles  Skouras 
of  Fox  West  Coast,  accompanied  by  Mike 
Rosenberg  of  Principal  Theatres,  Arch 
Bowles,  FWC’s  northern  district  manager, 
and  Andy  Krappman,  Skouras’  aide,  have 
returned  from  a two-week  visit  to  New 
York.  They  huddled  in  the  east  with 
Spyros  Skouras,  head  of  National  Thea- 
tres, concerning  operational  policies  for  the 
coming  season. 
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pHIL  ZONNEVITCH  is  now  managing 
the  Harding  Theatre  here  in  place  of 
I.  M.  Levin  . . . Employes  of  Western  Pos- 
ter claim  they  are  working  day  and  night 
filling  orders  while  Joe  Soloman  is  vaca- 
tioning . . . Friends  are  mourning  the 
death  of  Ellis  Yudevitch’s  mother  who 
passed  away  in  Pendleton,  Ore.  last  week. 
Yudevitch  is  a poster  clerk  at  United  Art- 
ists and  left  for  Pendleton  this  week  . . . 
R.  F.  Robb  of  the  Butler  Theatre  in  Tono- 
pah,  Nev.,  paid  his  annual  visit  to  the 
local  Filmrow. 

One  clever  hit  of  showmanship  used  hy 
Jack  Redmond  to  combat  “Volcano”  La 
Marre  was  used  recently  when  the  New 
Hopkins  had  its  gala  opening.  La  Marre 
had  numerous  film  stars  slated  to  appear 
at  his  house  and  boosted  so  on  his  mar- 
quee. In  retaliation,  the  New  Laurel  had 
names  of  Errol  Flynn,  Bette  Davis,  Claud- 
ette Colbert,  John  Barrymore  and  Elaine 
Barrie  on  its  marquee  in  place  of  the 
names  of  the  films.  Giant  floodlights  gave 
the  Laurel  the  appearance  of  a gala  open- 
ing. La  Marre  had  a small  zeppelin  let  the 
film  down  to  his  house  and  featured  per- 
sonal appearances  by  film  stars,  public  of- 
ficials, and  himself.  Another  clever  bit 
was  played  by  La  Marre  when  he  adver- 
tised the  names  of  the  pictures  and  “ON 
STAGE — Rene  La  Marre.” 

A minor  fire  caused  by  youngsters  flip- 
ping cigarettes  and  matches  against  the 
drapes  in  Aaron  Goldberg’s  Egyptian  Thea- 
tre here  was  the  cause  for  the  burns  on 
Manager  Solly  Cohen’s  hands  . . . George 
Manor  is  the  new  bookkeeper  in  Walter 
Freddy’s  Theatrical  Supply  Co.  . . . Jim 
Riley  of  Pacific  Coast  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
entrained  for  Chicago  . . . Lloyd  Owenby, 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  head  man,  is 
vacationing  . . . Managing  the  New  Salinas 
Vogue  Theatre  is  Bill  Edmonds,  formerly 
of  the  Roxie  in  Modesto. 

Clarence  Hill  jr.,  son  of  former  exchange 
manager,  C.  Hill  sr.,  was  seen  along  the 
Row  and  is  thinking  of  returning  to  the 
film  industry  . . . Also  seen  here  after  a 
long  absence  is  Paul  Smith,  who  left  the 
industry  to  go  east  as  a salesman.  He  is 
back  seeing  old  friends  and  renewing  old 
acquaintances.  Smith  is  here  as  a sales- 
man for  the  Stromberg -Carter  Co.  . . . 
Royal  Amusement  Co.  of  Honolulu  head 
man,  Billy  Citron,  is  in  Los  Angeles  for  the 
company  . . . Pete  Perry  of  Yearington, 
Nev.,  is  also  in  town  seeing  sights  and  say- 
ing “hello”  along  the  Row. 

With  the  Telenews  Theatre  rapidly 
rounding  into  shape  for  an  opening  in  the 
middle  of  August,  Ellis  Levy,  newly-ap- 
pointed manager,  just  returned  here  from 
New  York,  where  he  was  schooled  in  the 
correct  technique  for  the  running  and  pro- 
motion of  the  innovation  in  theatres  . . . 
Herb  Harris  of  the  Mandarin  Theatre  in 
Stockton  is  vacationing  in  Lake  Tahoe 
while  Gus  Morris  of  the  Sierra  Theatre  in 
Stockton  is  here  in  town  seeing  the  sights 
and  vacationing  . . . Eleanor  Pedranzoni 
of  Warner  and  R.  C.  McDonnell  of  Para- 
mount are  both  back  after  vacationing  . . . 
Also  among  those  “taking  it  easy’’  is  Prank 
Wyman  of  the  Silver  Palace.  Wyman  is 


Meets  "Dead  Ender" — 

Recipient  of  a hearty  handclasp  from 
Leo  Gorcey,  one  of  the  “Dead  End” 
kids,  is  Albert  McCormick,  who  oper- 
ates the  El  Cortez  in  Hot  Springs,  New 
Mexico.  McCormick  visited  the  “Dead 
End  Kids  at  Military  School”  at  the 
Warner  studio. 

Theatrical  Federation 
Names  Representative 

Seattle — The  Theatrical  Federation  of 
Seattle,  consisting  of  six  labor  unions  with 
a combined  membership  of  6,000  men  and 
women,  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  Basil  Gray  as  its  labor  relations  rep- 
resentative. Gray  is  a member  of  the 
executive  board  of  the  central  labor  coun- 
cil. 

The  federation  includes  the  Musicians 
Union,  Local  76;  Motion  Picture  Operators 
Union,  Local  154;  Stage  Employes,  Local 
15;  'Tlieatre  Employes,  Local  B-22;  Build- 
ing Service  Employes,  Local  6,  and  the 
Billposters,  Local  49.  J.  C.  Curley  is  presi- 
dent and  L.  Presley  Gill  is  secretary. 


Sohns  Will  Build 

Seattle — Mel  Sohns,  manager  of  the 
Kirkland  Theatre,  announces  that  a new 
theatre  will  be  built  at  Lake  Burien  and 
be  ready  within  the  next  60  days.  House 
will  seat  500  and  be  modernistic  in  every 
detail. 


Stage  Player  in  Western 

Hollywood — Bill  Pagan  of  the  stage  has 
signed  for  a role  in  “Medicine  Show,”  a 
Hopalong  Cassidy  western. 


one  of  the  real  old-timers  in  the  business 
. . . The  mother  of  Samuel  H.  Levin  and 
D.  B.  Levin  passed  away  last  week. 

Motion  pictures  seem  to  dominate  at  the 
Fair  here.  Among  the  leading  attractions 
for  one  day  at  the  Fair  the  local  papers 
featured  free  films  in  the  Oregon  Theatre, 
Hall  of  Western  States;  “The  New  Oregon 
Trail”  in  the  Shasta  Cascade  Building; 
science  moving  pictures  in  the  Hall  of 
Sciences;  two  free  films  “The  Land  of 
Liberty”  and  “Construction  of  the  Bay 
Bridge”  in  the  Keith  Theatre  in  the  Cali- 
fornia Building;  “Kindergarten  to  Col- 
lege,” showing  in  the  San  Francisco  Build- 
ing, and  numerous  advertising  films  fea- 
turing Mickey  Mouse,  etc. 


^HE  fair  city  of  Eugene  is  all  pepped  up 

about  RKO’s  scheduled  filming  of  “Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois”  in  its  vicinity.  Sets  are 
already  under  construction  up  the  McKen- 
zie river  . . . We  saw  from  Sheridan  this 
week  none  other  than  W.  H.  Hibbert  and 
from  Burns,  C.  L.  Skienes  of  the  Liberty 
Theatre  . . . 'Tlrelma  Flake,  secretary  to 
“Slats”  Wilson,  and  Rillis  Lederer,  in- 
spectress, of  Universal  are  on  vacations. 

W.  A.  Graeper  has  purchased  the  south- 
west corner  of  N.  E.  Union  Ave.  and  Rus- 
sell St.,  adjacent  to  his  Egyptian  Theatre 
. . . Henry  J.  Updegraff,  who  died  July  2, 
left  an  estate  valued  in  excess  of  $10,000 
with  his  widow,  Gertrude  L.,  as  sole  bene- 
ficiary and  executrix.  Updegraff  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Roseway  Theatre  . . . Leo  and 
Clarence  Pallay,  brothers,  have  opened  the 
old  Princess  Theatre  at  Sixth  Ave.  and 
Burnside  St.  under  the  name  of  the  New 
Star.  B.  F.  Shearer  furnished  chairs,  some 
of  the  booth  equipment,  acoustic  work  and 
some  of  the  wall  panels. 

B.  P.  Shearer’s  showcase  is  almost  filled 
with  prizes  and  trophies  for  the  Oregon 
Motion  Picture  Golf  tournament,  to  be 
held  at  the  Portland  Golf  Club  August  22 
and  23  . . . Junior  Mercy  was  in  from 
Seattle,  Senior  from  Yakima  and  Edgar 
from  Camas  were  also  in  . . . Avery  Combs 
and  son  were  on  the  Row  from  Newberg 
and  Burns  . . . Vete  Stewart  had  Ned 
Holmes’  new  assistant,  Marty  Weiser,  in 
town  a few  days. 

W.  W.  Caldwell,  20th-Fox  advertising 
executive  from  New  York,  is  in  town  . . . 
Vern  Whitcomb  mid  Kay  Lang  are  on 
their  vacations  . . . Charlie  Powers  is  in 
Medford  for  a few  days  . . . On  the  Row; 
Bob  Mattechek,  son  of  M.  W.,  of  McMinn- 
ville, L.  E.  Spraker  of  Staton,  R.  Webster 
of  Stevenson,  E.  L.  Caroon  of  Oakridge, 
Loring  Schmidt  of  Salem,  Al  Forman  of 
The  Dalles  and  Eddie  Callahan  of  Sea- 
side. 


Underhill  Building 

Twenty-Nine  Palms,  Cal. — A new  400- 
seat  theatre  is  being  constructed  here  by 
W.  J.  Underhill  for  an  October  1 opening. 
Excessive  heat  during  the  day  is  forcing 
the  crews  to  start  work  early  in  the  eve- 
ning, working  imtil  dark. 


Bill  Braman  Reopens 

San  Bernardino,  Cal. — Bill  Braman  has 
reopened  his  Temple  Theatre,  which  has 
been  dark  for  a month  during  extensive 
remodeling,  redecorating  and  alterations. 


FWC  Books  "Exile  Express" 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast  has  book- 
ed “Exile  Express,”  Grand  National  pro- 
duction starring  Anna  Sten,  for  playing 
time  in  circuit  houses  in  this  territory. 


Summer  Shutdown  at  Warren 

Warren,  Ariz. — The  Warren  'Theatre,  one 
of  the  houses  in  the  Harry  Nace  circuit, 
has  closed  during  the  hot  summer  months. 
It  will  reopen  in  the  fall. 
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Governor  Is  Silent  on 
Running  Time  Bill 

Springfield,  III. — The  anti-double  fea- 
ture bill,  which  was  passed  in  the  Illinois 
general  assembly  a few  weeks  ago,  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Gov.  Henry  Horner 
Saturday,  July  22.  The  governor  has  until 
midnight  of  August  3 either  to  sign  or  veto 
the  bill.  Otherwise,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  it  will  become  law  without  his  sig- 
nature. 

Although  no  word  has  come  from  the 
governor  regarding  his  stand  on  the  bill, 
it  is  expected  that  he  was  to  take  action 
on  it  some  time  during  the  week,  as  he 
is  planning  a vacation  in  a week  or  so 
and  hopes  to  dispose  of  all  impending  legis- 
lation beforehand.  The  governor  has  been 
busy  since  the  adjournment  of  the  legis- 
lature taking  action  on  some  300  bills. 

Action  on  the  measure,  which  has  been 
creating  quite  a stir  both  in  and  out  of 
theatrical  circles,  along  with  that  on  sev- 
eral other  important  bills,  has  been  de- 
layed until  most  of  the  other  bills  were 
disposed  of. 


Goldwyn  for  Limit  on 
Film  Running  Time 

Chicago  — While  Chicago  exhibitors 
awaited  word  from  Springfield  on  Gov. 
Henry  Horner’s  action  on  the  bill  limit- 
ing the  running  time  of  film  shows  in 
Illinois,  Samuel  Goldwyn  stopped  off  in 
the  Windy  City  long  enough,  en  route  to 
New  York,  to  take  another  “blast”  at 
duals. 

“I  certainly  hope  that  your  Governor 
Horner  signs  that  bill,”  Goldwyn  told  re- 
porters. “I  feel  the  entire  motion  picture 
industry  is  in  accord  with  me  when  I say 
double  features  are  a blight  on  the  busi- 
ness. Any  action  that  will  rid  us  of  them 
will  tend  to  raise  the  standard  of  movie 
production,  will  increase  attendance  at 
theatres,  and  the  goodwill  of  the  public.” 

Meanwhile,  daily  newspapers  were  be- 
ing scanned  anxiously  by  exhibitors  as 
they  sought  word  on  whether  the  governor 
had  signed  the  Sandquist  bill  or  not.  While 
the  bill  would  limit  film  programs  to  2 
hours  and  15  minutes,  without  mentioning 
duals,  it  is  understood  that  no  two  big 
features  could  be  run  together  within  such 
a time  limit. 


New  Chicago  Film  Clubs 
Plan  Event  August  16 

Chicago — The  first  public  appearance  of 
the  newly-organized  Women’s  Filmrow 
Club  and  the  Chicago  Film  Bookers’  Club 
will  be  the  splash  party  to  be  given  on 
Wednesday  night,  August  16,  at  the  Medi- 
nah  Country  Club  swimming  pool  on  North 
Michigan. 

The  party  will  get  under  way  at  7:30 
in  the  evening,  and  will  be  followed  by 
a buffet  lunch  at  10:30.  Tickets  are  avail- 
able in  every  exchange  on  the  Row  from 
members  of  the  two  clubs  at  $1.00  per 
ticket. 


New  20th-Fox  Writer 

Hollywood — Jessie  Malo  has  joined  the 
20th  Century-Fox  writing  staff. 


B&K  Anti-Trust  Hearing 
Moved  to  Sept, 

Chicago — The  anti-trust  suit  of  the 
independent  exhibitors  against  B&K 
and  the  majors  now  has  been  post- 
poned for  the  summer  and  will  be 
heard  next  before  Judge  James  Wilker- 
son  on  September  26. 

Two  More  Wisconsin 
Cities  Ban  Games 

Milwaukee — Close  upon  the  heels  of  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Gustave  G.  Gehrz’s  decision 
banning  Bingo  at  the  city’s  Midsummer 
Festival  on  the  lake  front,  games  of  chance 
in  two  other  Wisconsin  cities  were  ruled 
out  by  law  enforcement  agents. 

In  Janesville,  Circuit  Judge  Jesse  Earle 
issued  an  injunction  restraining  T.  M. 
Ellis  jr.  and  G.  A.  'Turner  from  operating 
“Shekels”  in  their  State,  Rex  and  Ma- 
jestic theatres  in  Beloit. 

Upon  refusal  to  discontinue  the  game 
following  the  state  supreme  court’s  ruling 
against  Bank  Night,  Dist.  Atty.  John  E. 
Matheson  of  Rock  county  started  action 
against  the  game.  The  theatremen  con- 
tended the  Bank  Night  decision  did  not 
apply  to  “Shekels,” 

Judge  Earle  ruled  otherwise,  however. 
“All  of  the  elements  involved  in  a lottery 
are  present  in  the  general  scheme,”  he 
said.  “From  the  evidence,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  chance  is  the  dominant  factor  in  de- 
termining the  cash  prize  winners  in  the 
scheme  or  so-called  game  involved  in  this 
action. 

“The  manner  of  selecting  recipients  of 
these  cash  prizes  is  dressed  up  in  elaborate 
rigmarole  in  an  ingenious  and  complicated 
attempt  to  disguise  its  real  intent,  purpose 
or  effect  ...  Its  eventual  payoff  is  much 
the  same  as  the  lately  legally  defunct  Bank 
Night  scheme  which  was  held  to  be  a 
lottery.” 

Referring  to  affidavits  signed  by  some 
200  Beloit  business  men  protesting  that 
“Shekels”  is  neither  a lottery  nor  a public 
nuisance,  “and  is  of  value  to  them  as  an 
advertising  medium,”  the  court  held  that 
“while  it  may  be  conceded  it  is  of  some 
value  to  merchants,  and  at  no  charge,  that 
question  is  not  involved  in  the  case  as 
they  are  in  no  manner  interested  in  the 
matter,  except  to  receive  some  free  ad- 
vertising. The  affidavits  are  therefore 
ruled  out  as  being  neither  competent,  rela- 
tive or  material  to  the  issue  in  the  case.” 

In  Kenosha,  Atty.  Gen.  John  E.  Martin, 
in  reply  to  a query  from  Dist.  Atty.  John  P. 
McEvoy,  labeled  “Treasure  Chest”  as  oper- 
ated by  the  Kenosha  Theatre  a lottery. 
The  plan  was  conducted  in  connection  with 
local  merchants  with  $200  given  away 
weekly. 

The  state  attorney  general’s  opinion 
held:  “The  actual  scheme  of  operation  or 
method  employed  can  be  as  varied  as  the 
limits  of  human  ingenuity,  but  if  the  three 
elements  (prize,  chance  and  consideration) 
are  found  in  a particular  ingenious  scheme 
or  device  under  consideration,  that  scheme 
or  device  would  seem  to  be  a lottery  within 


Accession  of  Maeriz 
Brings  Cooperation 

Milwaukee — A greater  spirit  of  coopera- 
tion between  independents  themselves  and 
independent  and  circuit  exhibitors  has  been 
evidenced  here  since  E.  F.  Maertz  has  as- 
sumed the  business  management  of  the 
ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan. 
Although  no  longer  an  exhibitor,  Maertz 
will  continue  as  president  of  the  ITPA  of 
Wisconsin  until  the  next  convention 
scheduled  for  some  time  in  the  fall,  mem- 
bers say. 

Maertz  has  been  active  in  protecting  ex- 
hibitor interests  in  the  legislature  at  Madi- 
son and  only  recently  was  instrumental  in 
securing  further  relief  from  the  projec- 
tionists’ union  for  Class  5 and  6 houses 
here  during  the  remainder  of  the  sum- 
mer months. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  better  feeling 
existing  between  theatremen,  an  outing 
will  be  held  some  time  in  August.  Com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  affair  consists, 
besides  Maertz,  of  Charles  Trampe,  Mono- 
gram-Midwest Film  Co.,  and  his  son,  Oli- 
ver, manager  of  the  Rainbow  Theatre  here. 

The  local  exhibitors  are  also  planning 
to  request  the  common  council  for  an  ordi- 
nance limiting  the  length  of  shows.  As 
planned,  such  a measure  would  prevent 
theatres  from  running  show  longer  than 
2 hours  and  15  minutes  or  two  and  one- 
half  hours.  The  ordinance  would  eliminate 
twin  bills,  a policy  which  has  been  general 
here  for  the  past  number  of  years. 


Depositions  From  B&K 
And  Majors  Slated 

Chicago — Depositions  were  to  be  taken 
late  this  week  by  Lewis  Jacobson,  attor- 
ney for  Frank  Ford,  in  his  suit  against 
Sam  Myers,  B&K  and  the  majors,  charg- 
ing violation  of  the  anti-trust  laws. 

Jacobson,  before  a notary  public,  was  to 
examine  all  of  the  branch  managers, 
Myers,  and  Elmer  Upton,  B&K  Comptroller. 


Adapts  “Poe"  Yarn 

Hollywood — “Edgar  Allen  Poe,”  which 
Warner  will  make  starring  Claude  Rains, 
is  being  scripted  by  Robert  Kent. 


the  rule  of  the  La  Crosse  Theatre  Co.  case. 

“The  plan  under  consideration,  upon  its 
face,  does  not  appear  to  have  quite  the 
magnetic  lure  and  in  the  same  proportions 
as  the  scheme  under  consideration  in  the 
La  Crosse  case.  But  the  magnetic  lure  is, 
nevertheless,  present,  else  the  plan  would 
be  ineffective  and  would  be  abandoned. 

“It  may  not  result  in  increased  profits 
to  the  same  extent  as  the  scheme  in  the 
case  referred  to — but  it  is  obviously  aimed 
at  increasing  profits  or  it  would  not  be 
used,  and  if  it  does  that,  it  is  a lottery. 
The  magnitude  of  the  profits  does  not  de- 
termine the  question  of  a lottery.  The 
question  is  whether  there  are  profits  as  a 
result  of  the  scheme  regardless  of  the  mag- 
nitude thereof.” 

The  Milwaukee  Festival  Commission  es- 
timated its  loss  at  about  $3,000  as  a re- 
sult of  Judge  Gehrz’s  ruling  banning  Bingo. 
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Present  , , . 


Bill  Gehring,  central  division  mana- 
ger; Herynan  Wobber  and  Clyde  Eck- 
liardt  seated  for  a friendly  palaver  in 
the  latter’s  new  office. 


Lou  Reinheimer,  Moe  Koppel,  Bennie 
Lasker,  Percy  Barr  (the  latter  of  Na- 
tional  Screen)  and  Chubby  Voght. 


Henry  Schoenstadt,  Clyde  Eckhardt, 
Arthur  Schoenstadt  and  Sam  Sehoen- 
stadt. 


Joe  Vicedomini,  World  Playhouse;  Abe 
Teitel;  Dan  Roach,  Playhouse  press 
agent;  and  Hate  Gumbiner. 


New  Kroehler  Office 

Chicago — The  Kroehler  Seat  Co.  will  oc- 
cupy the  store  building  one  door  north 
of  Capitol-Monogram  Pictures  this  week. 
This  is  the  part  of  the  new  exchange 
building  which  Capitol-Monogram  is  not 
using. 


500  in  Tribute  to 
Clyde  Eckhardt 

Chicago — Twenty-five  years  of  service 
in  the  motion  picture  industry  by  Clyde 
Eckhardt,  branch  manager  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox in  Chicago,  were  celebrated  at 
the  silver  jubilee  dinner  given  in  his  honor 
at  the  Congress  Hotel  Casino.  About  500 
attended  including  several  film  executives 
from  New  York. 

Praise  was  heaped  upon  Eckhardt  by 
every  speaker,  with  plenty  of  humorous 
gags  intermingled. 

Eckhardt,  who  has  been  in  the  amuse- 
ment industry  more  than  40  years,  was 
presented  with  a chest  of  silver  service  by 
Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  of  Illi- 
nois, who  with  John  Balaban  and  Jack 
Osserman,  RKO  branch  manager,  were 
co-chairmen  of  the  affair. 

Topping  off  the  talks  of  the  evening  was 
the  presentation  of  a comical  “newsreel” 
subject  on  “The  Life  and  Loves  of  Clyde 
Eckhardt,”  produced  by  the  Movietone 
News  staff  and  edited  by  Lew  Lehr,  20th 
Century-Fox  short  subjects  editor  in  New 
York.  Included  as  members  of  the  “pro- 
duction” staff  were  Kirsch,  Balaban, 
Jimmy  Coston,  Osserman,  and  Emil 
Montemurro,  Movietone  News  bureau  head, 
who  photographed  the  material,  with  Phil 
Gleason,  his  sound  man,  assisting. 

Lou  Reinheimer  and  Dick  Sachsel  both 
displayed  histrionic  ability  in  playing  the 
“leads.”  Reinheimer  impersonated  Eck- 
hardt, while  Sachsel  was  the  “abused”  ex- 
hibitor, “Herman  Blintz.”  It  followed  Eck- 
hardt’s  “career,”  from  the  days  he  started 
with  the  forerunner  of  the  present  20th 
Century-Fox. 

Speakers  included  20th  Century-Fox  ex- 
ecutives and  Chicago  branch  and  district 
managers  of  other  companies.  Among 
their  comments: 

Herman  Wobber,  general  sales  manager, 
20th  Century-Fox:  “This  is  a great  tribute 
tonight  that  is  well  deserved.  We  have  a 
keen  appreciation  in  New  York  of  Clyde’s 
abilities  and  we  hope  that  he  will  be  with 
20th  Century-Fox  for  a great  many  more 
years  to  come.” 

Grad  Sears,  general  sales  manager,  War- 
ner Bros.:  “He  has  served  the  industry 
faithfully  and  long  and  deserves  this  heart- 
warming welcome  for  25  sterling  years  in 
the  industry.” 

John  Balaban  of  B&K:  “We  pay  tribute 
to  a man  of  character,  honesty  and  prin- 
ciple.” 

Allen  Usher,  district  manager.  Para- 
mount: “It  has  been  a pleasure  to  work 
with  Clyde  Eckhardt  in  this  industry.” 

E.  T.  Gomersall,  district  manager.  Uni- 
versal: “Clyde  is  a man  among  men,  a 
right  thinker,  and  a square  shooter.” 

Walter  Branson,  district  manager,  RKO 
Radio:  “He  is  a man  whom  I look  up 
to  in  this  industry.” 

“Doc”  Banford,  branch  manager, 
M-G-M:  “Clyde  has  been  a great  leader 
and  a great  salesman.” 

Other  congratulatory  remarks  came 
from  Bill  Gehring,  central  district  man- 
ager, 20th  Century-Fox;  Truman  Talley, 
Movietone  News;  Jack  Osserman,  RKO 
branch  manager;  Jack  Miller,  and  George 
Raft. 

Kirsch,  in  making  the  gift  presentation. 


at  20th-Fox  Party 


Frank  Omick  and  Johii  Dromey,  Great 
States  bookers;  Jim  Donohue,  Para- 
mount branch  manager;  Allen  Usher, 
Paramount  district  manager,  and  Max 
Factor,  Great  States  booker. 


Morris  Leonard.  B&K  general  counsel; 
Gehring  and  Wobber;  John  Balaban, 
and  J.  J.  Rubens  of  Great  States. 


Mannie  Gottlieb,  Universal  branch 
manager;  Dan  Casey,  Universal  Aus- 
tralian manager;  and  Al  Steffes, 
Northwest  Allied  head. 


Paul  Terry  of  Terrytoons,  Clyde  Eck- 
hardt, Harvey  Day  of  Terrytoons, 
Harry  Goldman  (Lasker  circuit),  and 
Jack  Kirsch,  Allied. 

said:  “Clyde  was  not  born  with  a silver 
spoon,  but  through  hard  work  and  the 
overcoming  of  numerous  obstacles  has 
come  to  his  present  high  position  ...  He 
has  always  been  a leader  . . . His  success 
is  measured  by  his  legion  of  friends  . . .” 

Felix  Mendelssohn,  retired  M-G-M 
branch  manager,  was  toastmaster.  Lew 
Lehr  was  guest  toastmaster. 
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Notes  on  Party 
For  Eckhardt 

Chicago — First  Chicago  exhibitor  to  walk 
into  the  new  exchange  building  was  Nate 
Gumbiner  . . . Art  Nelson  of  the  McCollum 
circuit,  Watseka,  111.,  was  the  first  ex- 
hibitor to  do  any  booking  in  the  new 
building.  Jack  Eckhardt  was  the  booker. 


Myrtle  Borde,  former  “hello”  girl  at  the 
20th  Century-Fox  old  exchange,  who  had 
to  leave  recently  because  of  ill  health, 
couldn’t  resist  coming  to  the  opening.  She 
was  “guest  operator”  for  a while. 


Among  those  from  the  New  York  office 
here  were  Herman  Wobber,  Bill  Gehring, 
Truman  Talley,  Paul  Terry,  Harvey  Day 
and  Lew  Lehr.  George  Landis,  20th-Fox 
branch  manager  in  Indianapolis,  and  Jack 
Lorentz,  Milwaukee  branch  head,  were 
here,  as  was  Laddie  Hancock,  Indianapolis 
salesman. 


The  Movietone  News  Crew  were  well 
represented  besides  Talley  and  Lehr,  hav- 
ing Tom  Cummiskey,  sports  editor;  Jack 
Painter,  New  York  Technicolor  camera- 
man, and  Jack  Barnett,  Kansas  City,  here 
. . . Emil  Montemurro,  Chicago  bureau 
head,  was  a perfect  host,  at  the  opening 
of  the  newsreel  offices,  with  Phil  Gleason, 
sound  man,  helping  out. 


Clyde  Eckhardt,  branch  manager  of  20th 
Century-Fox  here,  was  the  man  of  the 
day  . . . Clyde  beamed  over  the  new  ex- 
change as  if  it  were  a new  home  he  was 
opening,  and  when  we  mentioned  it  he 
said:  “What  d’ya  mean,  that’s  what  this  is, 
my  new  home.” 


Henri  Elman,  who  opened  his  Capitol- 
Monogram  exchange,  the  same  time  as  20th 
Century-Fox,  had  so  many  floral  tributes 
sent  to  him  that  he  had  to  start  sending 
them  to  orphanages,  hospitals  and  other 
deserving  places.  In  all,  when  the  day 
was  over,  Henri  had  received  over  eighty 
shipments  of  flowers,  plants,  etc. 


A1  Steffes,  Minneapolis  Allied  leader,  was 
helping  Henri  Elman  entertain  some  of  his 
guests.  And  immediately  the  champagne 
began  to  flow.  When  Steffes  suggested  to 
Elman  that  henceforth  they  would  be 
partners  and  Henri  suggested  in  turn  they 
go  50-50  on  Al’s  new  Allied  salary  of 
$15,000  per  year,  “Fighting  Al”  changed 
his  mind. 


There  were  refreshments  and  sandwiches 
galore  at  both  exchanges,  with  Elman 
sticking  a “main  entrance”  sign  in  the 
doorway  of  his  exchange. 


Numerous  out-of-town  exhibitors  came 
in  for  the  Fox  opening  including  H.  U. 
Bailey  and  Sam  Traynor  of  Princeton,  111.; 
Tom  Norman,  Palatine,  111.;  L.  G.  Keelen, 
Sheffield,  111.,  and  many  others. 


June  Carlson,  petite  “Lucy”  of  the  Jones 
Family  series  of  pictures  distributed  by 
20th  Century-Fox,  was  also  on  the  scene 
of  the  Fox  opening,  together  with  her 
mother  and  father.  She  posed  for  several 
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gERNARD  TEITEL,  son  of  Abe,  is  spend- 
ing four  weeks  at  Fort  Sheridan.  He 
is  a student  at  Wright  College  . . . John 
Barrymore’s  play,  “My  Dear  Children,” 
appears  to  be  a fixtm’e  for  the  rest  of  the 
summer  season  at  the  Selwyn. 

Sam  Savitt  of  Universal  News  is  vaca- 
tioning at  Plum  Lake,  Wis.  . . . Other  va- 
catio-nists  are  Harry  Brown,  manager  of 
the  Essaness  Vogue,  and  Ed  Nikodem,  man- 
ager of  the  Essaness  Woods. 

Grad  Sears,  Warner  sales  manager,  was 
in  and  out  of  the  city  working  on  B&K 
and  Great  States  deals  . . . Ditto,  Bill 
Gehring,  20th  Century-Fox  district  mana- 
ger. 

Here  and  gone:  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
wife,  en  route  to  New  York  for  the  pre- 
miere of  “They  Shall  Have  Music,”  Ed- 
ward G.  Robinson  and  his  family,  en  route 
to  New  York  and  a European  vacation. 


newspaper  photographers  in  the  vaults  and 
little  theatre  booth  of  the  new  exchange. 


The  two-reel  short  produced  by  Lew  Lehr 
on  Clyde  Eckhardt  went  over  with  a “bang” 
at  the  testimonial  dinner  Monday  night. 


George  Raft  got  a laugh  when  he  told 
everyone  “I  understand  Clyde  had  six 
winners  last  Saturday  at  Arlington  Park” 
. . . Incidentally,  Paul  Terry  and  Harvey 
Day  of  Terrytoons  and  Lew  Lehr  and  Tru- 
man Talley  rode  in  on  Challedon  at  Arling- 
ton in  the  big  race. 


Among  the  congratulatory  telegrams 
read  were  those  from  Barney  Balaban, 
Darryl  Zanuck,  Jimmy  Grainger,  Sol  Wurt- 
zel,  Harry  Ross,  George  Dembow,  Bill  Suss- 
man,  Tom  Connors,  Edmund  Reek,  Jack 
McPherson,  Herman  Robbins,  J.  E.  Flynn, 
Nat  Wolf,  Sol  Gragen,  Julius  Lamb,  Sid 
Meyers,  William  Goetz,  Moe  Levy,  Roger 
Ferri,  Jim  O’Loghlin,  Johnny  Harris, 
Lloyd  Lewis,  Lou  Harrison. 


Harry  Goldman  and  Percy  Barr  did  a 
fine  job  arranging  the  banquet  . . . Pub- 
licity was  handled  by  Bill  Crouch  and 
Gene  Rich  . . . M.  M.  Rubens  of  Great 
States  tried  to  outdo  John  Balaban  in  his 
summer  attire,  and  we  believe  he  succeeded. 


Armentrouts  Plan  Second 
Theatre  in  Pittsiield,  111, 

Pittsfield,  III. — Clark  and  Russell  Ar- 
mentrout  have  purchased  the  Charles  Nel- 
son Bldg,  on  North  Madison  St.  and  will 
open  a second  motion  picture  theatre  at 
that  location.  The  new  house  will  seat 
500. 

A new  theatre  is  now  under  construction 
at  Barry,  111.,  and  it  is  planned  to  move 
this  crew  here  as  soon  as  they  have  fin- 
ished the  Barry  house. 


Collison  Doing  Original 

Hollywood — Wilson  Collison  has  been 
assigned  to  write  an  untitled  original  as 
the  next  in  the  “Cisco  Kid”  series  by 
20th-Pox. 


and  Nicholas  Schenck,  M-G-M  president, 
hack  to  New  York  after  a visit  at  the 
studio. 

Randolph  Scott  was  a TWA  passenger 
en  route  to  Michigan  for  a vacation.  He 
stopped  here  long  enough  to  deny  romance 
rumors  with  Eleanor  Thompson,  daughter 
of  the  Chicago  restaurateur. 

Al  Goldson  of  the  Plaza,  Ideal  and  Gold 
Coast  theatres  has  an  unusual  hobby — 
wood  carving.  Al  has  loads  of  machinery 
for  this  work  in  the  basement  of  the  Plaza. 
Among  models  he  has  made,  is  a replica 
of  the  Plaza  front. 

John  T.  Mahon  has  been  named  chief 
of  service  at  the  Warner  Highland  The- 
atre, and  is  succeeded  at  the  Shore  by 
Bruce  Singer  of  the  Beverly.  James  Mc- 
Sweeney,  assistant  chief  at  the  Stratford, 
gets  Singer’s  old  post. 

J.  D.  Kendis,  Hollywood  independent 
producer,  was  here  this  week  conferring 
with  Al  Bezel  on  Illinois  distribution  of 
his  new  feature,  “Main  Street  Girls.” 

Tony  Montemurro,  20th  Century-Fox 
Movietone  News  bureau  head  here,  had  all 
the  boys  worried  when  he  fell  off  the  sound 
track  at  Arlington  race  track  the  other 
day.  Damage:  one  nicked  finger. 

Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly  is  visiting  War- 
ner Producer  Bryan  Foy  on  the  west  coast. 

The  screening  of  “Beau  Geste,”  held  at 
the  Esquire  by  Paramount  for  exhibitors 
in  the  Chicago  area,  was  followed  by  a 
press  luncheon  for  Susan  Hayward,  starlet 
appearing  in  the  film. 

Dan  Casey,  Universal’s  Australian  man- 
ager in  Sydney,  stopped  off  here  Mon- 
day to  visit  ivith  E.  T.  Gomersall,  district 
manager,  and  Mannie  Gottlieb,  branch 
manager. 

Lily  Pons  was  the  guest  star  at  the  open 
air  concert  series  in  Grant  Park  Monday 
night  with  thousands  attending.  Her  hus- 
band, Andre  Kostelanetz,  directed  the  or- 
chestra, while  she  sang. 
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Del  Goodman  Visitor 
From  the  Far  East 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Del  Goodman,  who  left  the 
Chicago  Filmrow  scene  some  18  years  ago, 
to  go  to  the  far  east  for  Fox  Film,  returned 
for  the  Clyde  Eckhardt  testimonial  dinner 
for  his  first  Windy  City  visit  since  1921. 
He  now  is  far  eastern  manager  for  20th 
Century-Fox  Film  and  is  in  the  states  for 
product  conferences  before  returning  to 
his  post. 

“American  product  is  still  the  leader  by 
far  in  the  Orient,”  said  Goodman,  between 
chats  with  many  of  his  Chicago  friends. 
“Surprising  as  it  may  seem,  ‘Jesse  James,’ 
with  Tyrone  Power,  is  cleaning  up  every- 
where we  are  showing  it,  and  we  find  the 
combination  of  Power,  Don  Ameche  and 
Alice  Faye  in  ‘In  Old  Chicago,’  break- 
ing all  records  in  Japanese  theatres.  Shir- 
ley Temple,  of  course,  is  still  a big  fav- 
orite. ‘Jesse  James’  broke  a foui’-year 
record  of  regular  admission  takes  in 
Shanghai  recently.” 

While  in  New  York,  Goodman  will  make 
arrangements  for  the  sales  convention  of 
the  five  exchanges  of  the  company  in 
India,  to  be  held  between  Chidstmas  and 
New  Year’s  Day  in  Bombay.  “The  Rains 
Came”  will  be  screened  for  the  men  at 
the  Regal  Theatre,  with  Louis  Bromfield, 
the  author,  expected  to  be  there  in  person. 
About  40  men  will  attend,  including  man- 
agers, bookers  and  salesmen. 

Getting  Free  of  Duals 

Tentative  plans  also  call  for  a wide-scale 
far  eastern  general  convention  in  March 
at  Hong  Kong,  with  all  men  scheduled  to 
attend  from  all  over  the  orient.  They 
would  come  from  Japan,  China,  Straits 
Settlements,  India,  Philippine  Islands,  and 
Dutch  East  Indies. 

Single  features  are  definitely  on  the 
way  back  in  the  far  east,  according  to 
Goodman.  There  are  no  duals  now  in 
China  at  all,  not  even  the  coupling  of 
American  and  domestic  films  together. 
We’re  saving  the  business  by  having  sin- 
gles,” said  Goodman  to  Boxoffice,  “if  we 
had  duals  we  would  have  to  go  out  of  the 
business.” 

Because  of  a recent  footage  limitation 
bill,  duals  are  gradually  going  by  the 
boards  in  Japan,  Goodman  said,  with  the 
exhibitors,  distributors  and  patrons  all 
happy  about  it.  Singles  are  also  prevalent 
now  in  India,  Straits  Settlements  and 
Dutch  East  Indies,  with  duals  now  preva- 


Ten  Subpoenaed  in 
Frank  Ford  Suit 

Chicago — Eight  branch  managers, 
Elmer  Upton  of  B&K  and  Sam  Myers 
were  subpoenaed  for  depositions  to  be 
taken  this  week  in  the  office  of  Lewis 
Jacobson.  Jacobson  is  attorney  for 
Frank  Ford,  who  is  suing  B&E,  Myers 
and  the  eight  majors  on  anti-trust  and 
monopoly  charges. 

Depositions  were  to  be  taken  before 
Jacobson,  with  a notary  public  present. 


Beached — 

Jack  Kirsch,  in  the  middle,  president 
of  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois,  was  keep- 
ing cool  and  acquiring  a sun  tan  at 
the  same  time  at  Long  Beach  in  Mich- 
igan City.  With  him  are  Morris  Fensin 
(left),  president,  and  E.  R.  Fensin, 
general  manager,  of  the  General  Seat- 
ing Co. 


lent  only  among  the  subsequent  run  houses 
in  the  Philippines. 

An  example  of  how  American  companies 
continue  to  carry  on  under  unusual  cir- 
cumstances in  far  off  coimtries,  is  told  by 
Goodman,  with  the  operation  of  the 
Chung-King,  China,  branch  office  of  20th 
Century-Fox.  That  city  now  is  the  capi- 
tal of  China  and  is  in  the  interior,  but  has 
been  the  target  of  bombings  recently. 

Only  a few  months  ago  an  air-raid 
caused  10,000  deaths  in  the  city,  but  E.  Z. 
Nien,  the  company  Chinese  branch  man- 
ager, stayed  at  his  post  with  his  force, 
even  when  a 150-pound  dud  bomb  landed 
next  door  to  the  exchange.  Nien  cabled 
Goodman  that  he  just  moved  the  films 
further  into  the  interior  and  continued  to 
carry  on  business. 

After  a few  weeks  in  New  York,  Good- 
man will  return  to  the  west  coast  for  a 
brief  visit  with  his  family.  He  will  then 
go  back  to  New  York  and  on  to  Paris. 
From  Paris  he  will  fly  to  Bombay  for  the 
Indian  convention,  after  which  he  will 
make  an  air  tour  of  his  territory. 

Restoration  of  Dog  Racing 
Pends  in  Indiana  Court 

Indianapolis — An  attempt  to  restore  dog 
racing  to  Indiana,  outlawed  since  Gov.  M. 
Clifford  Townsend’s  anti-gambling  order 
last  year,  was  pending  in  Dearborn  circuit 
court  this  week.  Marshall  Alexander,  spe- 
cial judge,  will  rule  on  a petition  by  the 
lessors  of  the  track  near  Lawrenceburg  for 
an  injunction  restraining  Prosecutor  Lee 
Rickets  and  Sheriff  William  Lee  Rickets 
from  bothering  operation  of  the  track  and 
its  auction  system  of  betting. 

'The  judge  must  rule  on  legality  of  auc- 
tion betting  in  Indiana  since  the  petition 
was  based  on  legal  allegations  that  it  is 
within  the  law. 


New  Pact  to  Writer 

Hollywood — Metro  has  given  Elaine 
Ryan,  writer,  a new  contract. 


Holds  Cash  Drawing 
Outside  Belleville 

Belleville,  III. — Noah  Bloomer,  head  of 
the  Bloomer  Amusement  Co.,  owners  of  the 
Ritz  and  Rex  theatres,  has  walked  right 
around  orders  received  from  the  Belleville 
police  department  that  the  award  of  cash 
prizes  would  no  longer  be  permitted  in 
Belleville,  by  holding  the  drawings  for  the 
winners  outside  the  city  limits. 

Belleville  is  in  the  throes  of  one  of  its 
periodical  reform  waves  and  the  lid  has 
been  clamped  down  on  all  forms  of  public 
and  private  gambling,  including  craps  and 
lotto  games,  slot  machines  and  pin  ball 
boards,  and  the  lot. 

In  addition  to  removing  the  drawings 
from  the  city.  Bloomer  switched  the  prize 
from  cash  to  merchandise.  These  moves 
completely  caught  Chief-of-Police  ’Thomas 
H.  Lonie  by  surprise.  And  at  length  he 
finally  concluded  that  the  drawing  as  con- 
ducted by  the  Bloomer  Amusement  Co. 
doesn’t  violate  any  city  ordinance.  So  no 
arrests  were  made  the  night  of  the  big 
drawing.  There  were  nine  witnesses  to 
the  drawing  held  outside  the  city  limits. 
’Tire  first  prize  was  $500,  and  the  second 
$80.  Neither  winner  was  present,  so  the 
prizes  were  not  awarded. 

Later  Bloomer  announced  that  a perma- 
nent form  of  conducting  the  drawings  and 
awards  so  as  to  avoid  conflict  with  the 
police  would  be  worked  out  immediately. 

The  Illinois  supreme  court  ruled  against 
Bank  Night  about  two  years  ago,  but  this 
is  the  first  real  attempt  to  stop  the  ar- 
rangement in  Belleville. 

Along  with  the  ban  on  the  cash  draw- 
ings the  police  edict  also  is  directed  against 
the  sale  of  insurance  tickets  to  regis- 
trants. These  tickets  offer  to  pay  the 
holder  an  amount  equal  to  the  prize  he 
may  be  entitled  to  if  he  happens  not  to 
be  in  the  theatre  when  and  if  his  name 
comes  out  of  the  box. 

Daily  News  Oilers  Weekly 
Scenes  From  New  Films 

Chicago — The  Daily  News  has  inaugu- 
rated a series  of  “picture  previews”  on 
the  front  page  of  its  Saturday  roto-gravure 
section. 

A “preview”  of  forthcoming  Hollywood 
product  is  shown,  with  a series  of  pictures 
from  the  film  used  to  tell  the  story.  “Beau 
Geste,”  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  “Golden 
Boy,”  and  others  have  been  used  thus  far. 


Additional  Directories 
Obtainable 

Chicago — Exhibitors  and  exchange 
offices  have  all  received  the  new  BOX- 
OFFICE  telephone  directory,  carrying 
all  the  new  phone  numbers  usually 
called  by  exhibitors.  These  were  dis- 
tributed by  Photoplay  Advertising  and 
Chicago  Poster  Exchange. 

Additional  directories  may  be  ob- 
tained at  A1  Simon's  Restaurant  on 
Filmrow  in  the  Exhibitors'  Building. 
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Industry  Legislative  Slate 
Nearly  Clean  in  Madison 

Madison,  Wis. — With  the  exception  of 
the  possible  introduction  of  a theatre  tax 
measure  to  balance  the  state’s  $10,000,000 
budgetary  shortage  for  the  biennium,  ad- 
verse theatre  legislation  to  date  has  been 
pretty  well  disposed  of. 

Last  week  saw  legislative  action  taken 
on  two  bills  affecting  the  theatre  business. 
The  one,  an  anti-Ascap  measure,  the 
Peters  bill.  No.  528-S,  was  recommended 
for  passage  by  the  senate  judiciary  com- 
mittee. The  provisions  of  this  measure  are 
so  stringent  as  to  practically  prevent  Ascap 
from  operating  in  Wisconsin. 

The  other  measure,  the  Rubin  bill  No. 
237-A,  was  passed  by  the  assembly  by  a 
45  to  34  vote,  but  reconsideration  of  the 
bill  was  asked  for  and  the  bill  was  put 
over  until  next  week.  This  measure  seeks 
to  grant  civil  rights  to  Negroes  and  would 
forbid  discrimination  against  them  in  res- 
taurants, hotels,  theatres,  taverns  and  other 
public  establishments. 

The  assembly  on  July  21  adopted  a sub- 
stitute amendment  to  the  bill  by  Rubin, 
making  the  fine  $50  to  $100  for  each  viola- 
tion. The  assembly  killed  an  amendment 
introduced  by  the  judiciary  committee 
making  the  fine  $10  to  $100. 


$1,000  Award  Is  OHered 
Daily  at  Chicago  Track 

Chicago  — The  Patrons’  Handicapping 
Contest,  which  was  a considerable  suc- 
cess at  Washington  Park  race  track  here 
last  summer,  will  again  be  held  during  the 
meeting  which  opens  Monday,  July  31,  at 
Homewood. 

President  Walter  L.  Gregory  of  the  track 
said  that  awards  of  from  $1,000  to  $5,000 
will  be  offered  daily  in  the  race  track 
“bank  night.” 

Patrons  give  their  winners  of  the  first 
seven  races  of  each  day’s  card,  and  the 
first,  second  and  third  selections  in  the 
eighth  race.  The  one  naming  all  seven  re- 
ceives $1,000.  In  case  of  ties,  the  one 
who  names,  1,  2 and  3 in  the  final  event, 
is  the  winner.  If  there  is  no  winner  on 
one  'day,  that  day’s  award  is  carried  over 
to  the  following  afternoon. 

On  Saturdays,  there  is  a $5,000  award 
going  to  the  person  selecting  the  most  win- 
ners in  the  first  seven  races. 


Photo  Contest  Bally hoos 
'Daughters  Courageous' 

Chicago — As  part  of  the  ballyhoo  on 
“Daughters  Courageous,”  Sam  Clark,  War- 
ner publicist  here,  worked  out  a contest 
in  the  Chicago  American,  whereby  a 
photographer  is  taking  pictures  for  ten 
days  in  various  parts  of  the  city  for  the 
title  of  “Chicago’s  typical  daughters.” 
Forty  pictures  will  be  run  in  the  paper 
during  the  10-day  period. 

The  two  winners  will  receive  trips  to 
Hollywood  and  return  on  the  Santa  Fe 
Chief,  and  screen  tests  at  the  Warner 
studios.  The  picture  opened  Friday  at  the 
Chicago  Theatre. 


Dog  Days  Apparenlly 
Envelop  Film  Trade 


St.  Louis — If  surface  indications  may  be 
accepted  at  face  value  most  of  the  local 
first  runs,  second  rims,  neighborhood  and 
suburban  houses  are  not  making  a lot  of 
money  these  Dog  Days.  In  fact,  most  of 
them  probably  will  be  spilling  a lot  of  red 
ink  when  accounts  for  the  summer  are 
summed  up. 

In  addition  to  the  uncertainties  of  the 
future,  the  local  motion  picture  theatres 
are  having  much  more  competition  this 
summer  than  heretofore. 

Two  years  ago  St.  Louis  had  only  one 
outdoor  summer  theatre,  the  Municipal 
Theatre  in  Forest  Park,  which  had  a price 
scale  of  25  cents  to  $2,  with  about  1,500 
free  seats  available  each  night.  This  sea- 
son, in  addition  to  the  Municipal  Theatre, 
there  is  the  Civic  Theatre,  Inc.,  in  St. 
Louis  county,  with  a price  scale  of  50  cents 
to  $1.10,  and  also  the  Town  Square  The- 
atre, atop  a seven-story  warehouse  and 
office  building  at  Delmar  and  Euclid  Aves. 
It  operates  at  50  cents  admission  and  is 
clicking.  The  Municipal  operates  for  12 
weeks.  The  other  two  plan  shorter  sea- 
sons. 

But  these  three  al  fresco  theatres  are  not 
the  only  opposite  for  the  motion  picture 
theatres  this  summer.  For  instance,  three 
midget  auto  racing  plants  are  in  full 
swing,  and  there  are  in  addition  to  Sports- 
man’s Park,  the  home  of  the  St.  Louis 
Cardinals  and  St.  Louis  Browns,  which 
play  their  games  at  night,  two  semi-pro- 
fessional baseball  parks  playing  games  at 
night.  Also  there  are  seven  soft  ball  parks 
charging  admission  and  several  others 
operate  gratis  on  church  and  school  prop- 
erty. 

A promoter  of  boxing  bouts  is  operating 
under  the  stars  at  the  Armory  on  South 
Grand  Blvd. 

The  city  also  has  opened  the  large  swim- 
ming pools  in  Fairground  and  Marquette 
parks  and  several  smaller  ones  in  various 
playgrounds  and  community  centers.  Other 


Pre-Fair  Visit — 

Sam  Komm,  of  the  St.  Louis  circuit 
hearing  his  name,  and  his  wife  and 
daughter  pause  at  the  RKO  World’s 
Fair  lounge  in  New  York  before  start- 
ing for  the  sights. 


"Spotty"  Business  Puzzles 
Indianapolis  Exhibitors 

Indianapolis — Exhibitors  are  unable  to 
account  for  the  “spotty”  business  in  In- 
dianapiolis  during  the  past  few  weeks — in 
many  neighborhood  houses  pictures  are 
barely  able  to  stand  for  two  to  three  days 
whereas  in  others,  such  as  the  Vogue, 
operated  by  Carl  Niesse,  for  the  first  time 
in  over  a year  in  Indianapolis,  they  are 
holding  over  a picture  for  a second  week’s 
run — “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  with 
“Rose  of  Washington  Square.” 

In  addition.  Cine’  Grand’s  production, 
“Unashamed”  goes  into  the  fom’th  week 
at  the  Cozy  Theatre,  a downtown  grind 
house.  Abnormal  heat  has  accounted 
largely  for  dropping  boxoffice  grosses, 
however  the  above  indicates  that  good 
or  unusual  pictures  can  hold  their  own  in 
the  face  of  adverse  weather  conditions. 


New  Trade  Directory 

Chicago — A new  directory  of  Chicago’s 
exchange  territory  theatres  and  managers 
has  been  prepared  by  Emma  Abplanalp, 
formerly  secretary  to  the  Chicago  Film 
Board  of  Trade.  The  list  includes  inde- 
pendent and  circuit  houses. 


swimming  pools  in  suburban  St.  Louis  also 
pull  cash  customers  away. 

Other  forms  of  opposition  are  numerous: 
Beer  gardens  which  employ  three-piece  or- 
chestras and  singers,  dozens  of  golf  driv- 
ing tees  and  archery  ranges,  and  a few 
miniature  golf  courses,  night  clubs  oper- 
ated by  local  hotels  in  air-conditioned 
rooms,  the  free  shows  put  on  by  the  local 
radio  broadcasting  stations,  the  world  fa- 
mous St.  Louis  Zoo  and  the  excursion 
steamer.  President,  not  to  forget  the  cabin 
colonies  along  the  Meramec,  Big  River, 
Gasconade  River,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Alton,  111.,  dam  and  the  Lake  of  the 
Ozarks. 

All  these  are  helping  to  make  it  a 
tough  summer  for  the  motion  picture  the- 
atres here. 


Insurance  Sales  Statistics 
Confirm  Industry  Slump 

St.  Louis — The  general  slump  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  and  other  amusement  fields 
is  clearly  reflected  in  a nationwide  survey 
of  life  insurance  buyers  recently  completed 
by  the  American  Service  Bureau  which 
makes  inspection  reports  for  151  life  in- 
surance companies  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  that  are  members  of  the 
American  Life  Convention. 

Of  10,000  recent  applications  for  life  in- 
surance analyzed  by  the  service  bureau  it 
was  found  that  only  65  came  from  the 
recreational  and  amusement  fields  and  the 
average  application  was  only  $2,500.  A 
year  ago  a similar  survey  produced  115 
applications  from  these  classes  of  work- 
ers, while  the  average  application  then 
was  $3,813. 

On  the  other  hand  the  survey  showed 
gains  in  the  construction  field,  machinery 
and  allied  lines,  metal  crafts  and  metal 
products,  automobile  sales  and  service, 
banking  and  insurance,  commodities  bro- 
kers and  oil  production  and  refining. 
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jyjARY  PICKFORD  stopped  off  here  to 
confer  with  the  officials  of  her  cos- 
metic concern.  Between  signing  auto- 
graphs she  confided  that  she  was  en  route 
to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  surprise  Buddy 
Rogers,  who  is  filling  a band  engagement 
there,  and  also  that  she  is  planning  to 
launch  a new  motion  picture  company  to 
be  known  as  the  Mary  Pickford  Film  Co. 

Paul  Beisman,  manager  of  the  Munici- 
pal Theatre  Ass'n,  was  host  to  Everett 
Boyd,  telegraph  editor,  and  E.  B.  Radcliffe, 
dramatic  critic  of  the  Cincinnati  En- 
quirer, and  Noah  Schechter,  Cincinnati 
press  agent,  who  came  to  town  to  see  the 
opening  performance  of  “Firefly”  at  the 
Municipal  Theatre.  Incidentally  this  show 
played  to  63,000  customers  for  six  perform- 
ances, a new  record. 

Jimmy  Harris,  press  agent  at  Loew’s, 
has  obtained  a commercial  flyer’s  license. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  private  pilot 
license  received  several  years  ago.  So  when 
Jimmy  goes  up  in  the  air  he  knows  his 
way  about. 

Ray  McQuillen  of  the  Loew’s  staff  is 
ready  mg  for  an  appendectomy  after  re- 
covering from  malaria. 

Missouri  state  sales  tax  collections  for 
June  totaled  $1,915,924,  compared  with 
$1,906,686  in  May. 

The  Illinois  Cornmerce  Commission  has 
continued  to  September  20  the  hearing  on 
testimony  in  connection  with  the  efforts 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen 
to  drive  automobile  trucks  from  the  high- 
ways of  Illinois  on  Saturdays,  Suridays  and 
holidays.  If  the  trainmen  succeed  in  their 
campaign  the  delivery  of  motion  picture 
film  to  hundreds  of  theatres  in  the  state 
will  be  seriously  crippled. 

Mary  Ruether,  20-year-old  WPA  worker 
of  Le  Mars,  la.,  was  happy  when  she  won 
a $350  Bank  Night  prize.  But  her  joy 
was  cooled  when  she  received  a letter  from 
Shel’oy  Reed,  Plymouth  county  relief  di- 
rector, that  she  would  be  taken  from  the 
rolls  for  nearly  nine  months,  and  that  she 
could  spend  her  prize  money  at  the  rate 
of  $40  a month. 

Approximately  25,000  persons  attended 
the  annual  picnic  of  Local  Union  No.  1 
of  the  Electrical  Workers  at  Gray's  Grove. 
Unio7i  officers  from  Washington  and  Chi- 
cago also  were  there. 

Perry  Hoeffler,  Quincy,  111.,  manager  for 
Great  States  Theatres,  is  back  from  a va- 
cation trip  to  Grand  Marais,  Minn. 

Jimmy  Malone,  St.  Louis-New  Orleaiis 
transport  flyer,  dropped  into  Loew’s  to 
enjoy  a good  picture  show.  And  while 
watching  a stunt  flyer  make  risky  loops 
a7id  dives  on  the  scree7i,  Jimmy  suddenly 
discovered  that  he  was  the  stu7iter.  It’s  a 
small  world. 

Homer  Hiner  Harmon,  who  now  is  ad- 
vertising counselor  for  the  Roxy  Theatre 
in  New  York  City,  is  here  on  a visit.  He 
is  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Harmon  and  their 
14-month-old  daughter,  Patricia  Joy.  Ho- 
mer formerly  worked  for  local  first  run- 


Sole  Agent — 

For  subscriptio7is  to  Boxoffice  in  I7i- 
dia7ia  is  Dean  Hall,  above.  Exhibitors 
i7i  hidiana  approached  by  a7iy  other 
with  a subscriptio7i  propositio7i  are 
urged  to  notify  Boxoffice,  4804  East 
Nmth  St.,  Ka7isas  City,  Mo. 

Two  Theatre  Firms  Are 
Incorporated  in  Mo, 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Certificates  of  in- 
corporation have  recently  been  granted 
by  the  secretary  of  state’s  office  to  the 
Kansas  City  Benton  Theatres,  Inc.,  and 
the  Fox  Springfield  Theatre  Co.,  both  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  Kansas  City  Benton  Co.  will  have 
200  shares  of  stock  the  incorporators  be- 
ing Richard  P.  Brous  with  198  shares,  and 
R.  Payette  and  M.  Graham  with  one 
share  each,  while  the  Fox  Springfield 
Theatre  Co.  is  to  operate  in  Missouri  as  a 
foreign  corporation,  using  $1,000  of  its 
capital  stock  in  this  state.  E.  C.  Rhoden 
will  be  its  principal  Missouri  agent. 


Hold  Soitball  Lead 

Chicago — With  the  Crillon  Hotel  defeat- 
ing Filmack,  16  to  8,  and  Henri  Elmans 
defeating  Filmack,  7 to  5,  the  two  winners 
still  lead  the  Chicago  Filmrow  Softball 
League,  with  five  wins  and  two  losses 
apiece.  In  the  other  game,  Photoplay-Film 
Carriers  kept  apace  of  the  leaders,  beating 
Filmack,  18  to  6. 


ners  both  under  the  Warner  Bros,  and 
Fanchon  & Marco  regimes. 

Sarn  B.  Jeffries,  former  assistant  at- 
tor7iey-ge7ieral  of  Missouri  and  local  coun- 
sel for  War7ier  Bros.  Pictures,  l7ic.,  dur- 
ing their  famous  anti-trust  battle  with 
Uncle  Sam  a7id  Fa7ichon  & Marco,  left 
a7i  estate  valued  at  $155,359.  The  entire 
estate  was  left  to  his  wife. 

Harry  Crawford,  manager  of  Fanchon 
& Marco’s  Ambassador  Theatre  is  enjoy- 
ing a vacation  on  a farm  in  upper  New 
York.  The  dapper  manager  of  the  Am- 
bassador is  an  ex-farm  hand. 


ll[  M ID)  111  A M A 

JjUGENE  ALEXANDER,  assistant  booker 
for  some  time  at  the  local  Universal 
branch,  has  been  transferred  to  the  De- 
troit exchange  as  head  booker.  He  will  be 
replaced  by  Jerry  Slutzky,  who  is  being 
transferred  from  the  New  York  office. 

Eldea7i  “Tommie”  Thompson,  secretary 
to  Fred  Gree7iberg,  ma7iager  of  the  local 
Warner  excha7ige,  is  spe7iding  her  two- 
week  vacation  07i  a fishmg  trip  in  the  Wis- 
co7isin  7iorth  woods.  Also  on  vacation  at 
the  War7ier  excha7ige  is  Phairy  Queener 
of  the  c07itract  department. 

Rex  Carr,  general  manager  of  the  Alamo, 
Ambassador  and  Cozy  theatres  in  Indian- 
apolis, is  vacationing  on  a fishing  trip  in 
northern  Wisconsin. 

Art  Baker,  77ia7iager  of  the  Circle  The- 
atre, l7idianapolis,  is  a7iother  07i  vacation. 

Maurie  Rubin,  president  of  ATOI  and 
operator  of  the  Michigan  City  theatres, 
is  on  the  road  to  recovery  after  his  fall 
which  resulted  in  the  breaking  of  his 
ankle.  No  complications  have  set  in  and 
Maurie  is  conducting  his  usual  business 
routine  from  his  bed  at  his  home. 

R.  R.  Bair  a7id  wife  plan  to  return  to 
their  su7nmer  ho7ne  i7i  Bay  View,  Mich., 
within  the  next  week.  The  Bairs  lost  their 
07ily  S071  i7i  an  automobile  accident  in 
Michiga7i  several  weeks  ago. 

Alfred  Ackerman,  operator  of  the  Ta- 
coma Tlieatre,  now  has  his  new  cooling 
system  in  operation. 

Vi7ice7it  Burke,  7nanager  of  English’s,  In- 
dia7iapolis’  07ily  legitimate  play  house,  is 
vacatio7ii7ig  at  Winnegan,  Wis.  He  ad- 
vised that  Joh7i  Barrymore’s  play,  “My 
Dear  Childre7i,”  will  probably  be  an  early 
fall  attraction. 

Allen  Fi’omuth,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount ad  sales  department,  is  spending 
his  vacation  practicing  up  on  his  golf. 

Ferdmand  Reger,  ho7ne  office  represen- 
tative of  Universal,  spent  several  days 
visitmg  the  local  branch. 

Harry  Markun,  operator  of  the  Talbott 
and  Belmont  theatres  in  Indianapolis,  left 
last  Friday  for  a vacation  trip  in  the  east. 
He  will  visit  relatives  in  Philadelphia, 
South  Jersey  Shore,  New  York,  Boston, 
Maine  and  about  August  5 expects  to  re- 
turn home. 

E.  M.  Hartley,  manager  of  the  sound 
department  of  National  Theatre  Supply, 
was  a visitor  m Didianapolis  from  the  New 
York  office  . . . A.  M.  True  of  the  same 
office  is  on  vacation  a7id  is  spending  his 
time  at  the  trammg  camp  at  Fort  Knox, 
Ky. 


Throng  to  Concert 

Chicago — Estimated  as  the  largest  crowd 
ever  to  attend  one  of  the  Grant  Park 
free  concerts  sponsored  by  the  Chicago 
park  board  and  Jim  Petrillo,  president 
of  the  Chicago  Musicians’  Union,  was  that 
which  heard  Lily  Pons  sing  here  on  Mon- 
day night.  Estimates  ran  variously  from 
225,000  to  330,000. 
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"Jitterbugs"  Must  Be  Hired 
Through  Regular  Agents 

Chicago — Jitterbug  dance  contests  may 
be  held  when  contestants  are  hired  through 
regular  booking  agents,  according  to  a rul- 
ing of  the  corporation  counsel  of  Chicago, 
Barnet  Hodes. 

The  test  came  last  week  when  B&K 
accepted  a summons  for  the  jitterbug  con- 
tests held  every  Monday  night  at  the  State- 
Lake  which  maintained  that  the  giving 
away  of  prize  mpney  violated  city  ordi- 
nance No.  1901,  under  which  theatres  oper- 
ate. However,  when  Morris  Leonard,  B&K 
attorney,  explained  contestants  were  hired 
through  Sam  Herman,  agent,  Hodes  agreed 
to  drop  the  case. 

However,  the  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  broadcast,  spon- 
sored by  Mars  Candy  Co.,  and  run  for  the 
last  two  months  at  the  Chicago  Theatre, 
was  termed  a lottery  by  Hodes  in  viola- 
tion of  ordinance  No.  1901.  B&K  agreed 
to  drop  the  show,  if  the  city  would  drop 
the  case.  The  theatre  didn’t  run  the  broad- 
cast this  week. 

After  B&K  had  agreed  to  drop  the  “Dr. 
I.  Q.”  programs  from  the  Chicago  Theatre 
last  week,  the  Grant  Advertising  Agency 
obtained  an  injunction  against  B&K,  NBC 
and  the  City  of  Chicago,  in  Cook  county 
circuit  court,  permitting  the  continuance 
of  the  program  from  the  stage  of  the  Chi- 
cago TTieatre. 

Previously  B&K  had  been  given  a sum- 
mons by  the  city  to  appear  in  municipal 
court  on  lottery  charges  in  connection 
with  the  program.  In  order  to  steer  clear 
of  all  lottery  suggestions,  B&K  agreed  to 
drop  the  program  immediately  if  the  cor- 
poration coimsel  of  Chicago,  Barnet  Hodes, 
would  drop  the  charges.  Thus,  the  case 
did  not  come  before  Judge  Stephen  Adam- 
owski  as  expected. 

Then,  the  Grant  agency  obtained  its  in- 
junction to  continue  the  programs  over 
NBC  from  the  Chicago  Theatre  stage  every 
Monday  night,  pending  a hearing  of  the 
case  in  Chicago  municipal  court. 

Hodes  told  Boxoffice  this  week  that  it 
would  be  a few  days  before  his  office 
would  decide  whether  to  appeal  the  in- 
junction. 


Host  Film  Player 

Rochester,  Ind. — Miss  Jime  Carlson  and 
her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halmar  Carlson 
of  Hollywood,  are  guests  here  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dee  Berrier.  Miss  Carlson  appears 
in  20th  Century-Fox  films  as  the  young 
sister  in  the  “Jones  Family”  series. 


New  Amkino  Picture  Slated 

Chicago — Amkino’s  “Conquest  of  Peter 
the  Great”  will  open  on  Labor  Day  at  the 
Sonotone  Theatre.  Nikoli  Sominov  and 
Nicholas  Cherkasov  play  the  leads. 


Loot  Safe  in  Earlville,  111. 

Earlville,  III. — Robbers  blew  open  the 
safe  of  the  Lyric  Theatre  here  and  took 
the  weekend  receipts  of  the  Lyric  and  the 
Grand  Theatre  at  Plano.  Both  houses  are 
operated  by  Charles  Dyas. 


Sign  Foran  for  Four 

Hollywood — Dick  Foran  has  signed  to 
make  four  films  for  Warner  Bros.  He 
has  been  assigned  to  “The  Lady  Detective.” 


"7/^^  Week  We  Meet 


Chicago — A year  ago  this  week  one  of 
the  yoimger  generation  of  the  industry 
was  named  to  the  helm  of  Allied  Theatres 
of  Illinois.  In  that  short  period.  Jack 
Kirsch  has  become  well  known  in  the  in- 
dustry, gradually  forging  to  the  front  as 
one  of  its  leaders. 

“Happy  Jack”  was  named  to  fill  the 


unexpired  term  of  the  late  Aaron  Saper- 
stein.  In  March  he  was  reelected  for  a full 
term  by  the  organization. 

Only  36,  Kirsch  entered  the  film  business 
“by  accident”  nine  years  ago.  In  July, 
1930,  his  father-in-law,  Jacob  Cooper,  died, 
leaving  the  Gold  and  Twentieth  Century 
theatres.  Jack  stepped  in  and  helped  op- 
erate the  theatres,  meanwhile  continuing 


JACK  KIRSCH 

to  sell  men’s  apparel  at  “Happy  Jack’s” 
on  the  west  side. 

Aiding  Jack  in  operating  the  two  thea- 
tres, plus  the  Villa,  which  was  acquired  in 
1936,  is  Charlie  Cooper,  his  brother-in- 
law.  For,  as  president  of  Allied,  he  has 
been  in  the  forefront  of  charitable  work  in 
the  industry.  He  has  headed  fund-seeking 
committees  for  the  Community  Drive,  the 
Christmas  Basket,  Jewish  Welfare  Fund, 
and  the  Infantile  Paralysis  Fund. 

Given  a testimonial  dinner  last  Decem- 
ber, Kirsch  refused  all  personal  gifts  and 
decided  the  $2,200  realized  at  the  event 
be  turned  over  to  a fund  to  aid  unfor- 
tunates of  the  local  film  industry.  Ad- 
ministering that  fund  with  Kirsch  are 
Jack  Osserman  of  RKO,  Henry  Herbel  of 
Universal,  and  Henri  Elman  of  Capitol- 
Monogram. 

The  Allied  head  has  many  hobbies  in  the 
field  of  sports,  including  swimming,  bask- 
etball, handball.  But  above  all  of  them 
he  places  his  hobby  of  helping  the  poor  on 
the  west  side.  Out  of  this  has  grown  the 
“Happy  Jack’s  Club,”  on  that  side  of  the 
city. 

“Happy  Jack’s  Club”  was  organized  two 
years  ago  when  several  young  men  and 
boys  came  to  Kirsch  for  moral  and  finan- 
cial support  for  organization  of  a neigh- 
borhood club.  A building  was  obtained  and 
today  “Happy  Jack’s  Club”  is  housed  in  a 
three-story  building.  It  is  nearly  self-sus- 
taining, with  its  48  members  paying  dues 
weekly.  Members  range  from  17  to  35  years 
of  age.  The  club  has  teams  in  all  popular 
sports. 

Kirsch  is  a member  of  the  Covenant 
Club,  a Mason  and  a member  of  B’nai 
B’rith.  He  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, a boy  and  a girl. 


F&M  Attorneys  File 
To  Collect  Notes 

St.  Louis — Another  round  in  the  legal 
battle  between  the  Fanchon  & Marco  in- 
terests and  their  former  St.  Louis  attor- 
neys, John  S.  Leahy,  Harold  F.  Hecker 
and  Lambert  E.  Walther  was  staged  in 
Justice  of  the  Peace  Crittenden  E.  Clark’s 
court  when  the  attorneys  individually 
filed  suits  to  recover  on  notes  they  claim 
to  have  received  in  payment  of  legal  fees. 

Leahy  is  seeking  to  collect  from  the 
Fanchon  & Marco  Enterprises,  Inc.,  on 
notes  totaling  $600.  This  case  was  dock- 
eted for  trial  on  July  31. 

Hecker  is  seeking  to  recover  under  one 
note  for  $200  and  named  as  defendants 
in  this  action  Fanchon  & Marco  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  and  Fanchon  & Marco,  Inc., 
while  Walther’s  suit  names  the  same  de- 
fendants as  the  Hecker  action  and  is  based 
on  notes  for  $600.  The  Hecker  and 
Walther  suits  were  set  for  trial  July  31. 

The  Fanchon  & Marco  interests  filed  a 


JLS  Loop  House  Plays 
March  of  Time  Reel 

Chicago — The  new  March  of  Time  is- 
sue, “The  Movies  March  On,”  played  first- 
run  in  the  loop  at  the  Jones,  Linick  and 
Schaefer  McVickers  Theatre.  Since  the 
closing  of  the  Palace,  RKO  has  had  no 
loop  outlet  for  the  March  of  Time  fea- 
ture and  so  the  deal  with  J-L-S  was  made. 

March  of  Time  was  in  the  B&K  loop 
houses  until  several  months  ago,  when 
B&K  and  RKO  failed  to  get  together,  when 
the  feature  was  then  moved  to  the  RKO 
house. 


suit  in  circuit  court  in  which  they  sought 
to  prevent  the  attorneys  from  attempting 
to  collect  notes  totaling  $42,800  or  from 
transferring  or  selling  them  to  another. 

The  circuit  court  was  asked  to  order  the 
return  of  these  notes  and  to  compel  the 
attorneys  to  account  for  and  return  $42,- 
200  previously  paid  the  attorneys  since 
1934.  Leahy  styled  the  Fanchon  & Marco 
suit  a “bit  of  romancing,”  and  said  it  would 
be  answered  at  the  proper  time. 
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JOHN  ARCHER  and  Alice  Eden,  winners 
^ in  a “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  contest 
staged  by  Jesse  Lasky,  made  a personal 
appearance  at  the  Warner  here  July  21 
. . . Jack  Dailey,  Paramount  publicity 
man,  was  in  Milwaukee  to  arrange  a lec- 
ture date  for  Lloyd  C.  Douglas,  author  of 
“Disputed  Passage.” 

Harry  Lewis,  local  lad  arid  first  lieuten- 
ant in  the  signal  corps  of  the  army,  is 
one  of  eight  signal  corps  members  named 
to  go  to  Hollywood  to  take  training  courses 
from  the  master  photographers  of  the  film 
colony. 

Claude  M.  Wadkins,  New  London  ex- 
hibitor, has  returned  from  his  first  vaca- 
tion in  seven  years  with  Mrs.  Wadkins. 
The  couple  journeyed  to  Canada. 

Sterling  Sorensen,  film  critic  for  the 
Capital  Times  at  Madison,  is  vacationing  in 
Hollywood. 

“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  is  being  held  over 
at  Fox’s  Palace,  the  first  flicker  to  go 
three  weeks  at  a local  first  run  here  in 
many  moons. 

To  plug  its  new  crop  of  attractions. 
Standard  Theatres’  Kenosha  and  Gateway 
theatres  in  Kenosha  announced  the  open- 
ing of  their  “fall  season.” 

Roy  H,  Stewart  Dies  at 
Home  in  Terre  Haute 

Terre  Haute,  Ind. — Roy  H.  Stewart,  for 
17  years  connected  with  the  Indianapolis 
branch  of  the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
is  dead  at  his  home  here.  He  had  been  in 
ill  health  for  more  than  a year  and  had 
resigned  his  position  several  months  ago. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Maybelle  Wright,  and  two  grand- 
children. 


Many  Structural  Changes 
On  Star,  Winslow,  Ind, 

Winslow,  Ind. — Many  structural  changes 
are  being  made  at  the  Star  Tlieatre  here 
by  Irving  Eskind,  who  recently  acquired 
the  theatre  from  McCord  & Kemp,  op- 
erators of  the  theatre  over  a decade. 

Eskind  has  installed  new  display  frames 
and  the  front  and  marquee  have  been  re- 
decorated, as  well  as  the  interior. 


Remodeling  Contract  Let 

Petersburg,  III. — A contract  to  remodel 
their  Loyd  Theatre,  Rushville,  has  been  let 
to  A.  E.  Butterfield  of  Macomb  by  Pear- 
son & Son.  Structural  plans  by  J.  Fletcher 
Lankton  of  Peoria  call  for  a structural 
glass  front,  new  lobby,  ticket  booth  and 
ladies’  lounge. 


Daughter  to  Nick  Paikos 

Tipton,  Ind. — Nick  Paikos,  operator  of 
the  Diana  Theatre  here,  is  the  p’-oud 
father  of  a 6-pound  9-ounce  girl  who  has 
been  named  Syrma. 


Fulure  Production 
Is  Serlin's  Topic 


Chicago — Hollywood  production  formu- 
las and  cycles  are  due  for  a change  along 
the  lines  of  the  changing  world,  and  they 
will  follow  what  today  appear  to  be  radi- 
cal ideas  in  producing  pictures. 

Such  are  the  thoughts  of  Oscar  Serlin, 
for  five  years  on  the  Paramount  lot  as 
associate  producer,  then  Long  Island  pro- 
ducer for  the  company,  and  later  assistant 
to  David  Selznick.  Serlin  has  been  in  the 
news  recently  because  of  the  job  he  did  for 
the  Carnegie  Foundation  in  producing 
“The  City,”  a four-reel  documentary  sub- 
ject which  has  been  given  praise  in  every 
review  written  about  it. 

Serlin  stopped  off  here  en  route  east 
where  he  is  preparing  to  produce  Clarence 
Day’s  “Life  With  Father,”  on  Broadway 
next  fall.  The  play  will  be  given  by  sum- 
mer stock  players  August  14  at  Skow- 
hegan.  Me.  While  here,  Serlin,  an  ex- 
Chicagoan  and  former  director  of  Dra- 
matics at  DePaul  University  here,  chatted 
with  newspaper  writers  on  his  views  of 
future  production. 

“People  today  are  so  sick  and  tired  of 
the  girl-meets-boy  opiates  that  Hollywood 
is  feeding  them,”  said  Serlin,  “and  are  so 
interested  in  the  changing  times  and  out- 
side world  about  them,  that  they  will 
readily  return  as  moving  pictm-e  theatre 
patrons  when  we  give  them  something 
dynamic  and  vital  of  today. 

Stress  on  Plot 

“We’ve  got  to  get  away  fi'om  the  Holly- 
wood poison  and  still  put  plenty  of  plot 
into  our  pictures  to  lure  patrons  back 
through  the  turnstiles  like  in  the  good  old 
days,”  he  continued.  “Hollywood  hasn’t 
scratched  the  surface  yet.  For  want  of  a 
better  word,  let  us  call  the  new  type  of 
screen  entertainment,  ‘educational.’  It 
can  be  documentary  like  ‘The  City,’  or  can 
be  a straight  entertainment  film  with  a 
problem  of  the  world,  nevertheless,  behind 
it. 

Motion  picture  production  can  progress, 
according  to  Serlin,  by  agitating  people 
and  telling  them  that  they  want  a change 
in  the  restless  world.  “Audiences  are  no 
longer  of  lO-and-12-year-old  minds,  and 
the  sooner  Hollywood  production  chiefs 
realize  this  fact  and  come  face  to  face 
with  it  and  do  something  about  it,  the  bet- 
ter off  will  the  industry  be,”  he  asserted. 

“The  trouble  is  that  Hollywood  gets  into 
ruts  producing  formula  and  type-pictures,” 
he  said.  “One  producer  starts  something 
that  is  a success  and  then  every  other 
studio  rushes  to  make  a carbon  copy,  with 
the  result  that  the  patrons  stay  away  in 
droves.  But  when  the  studios  get  over 
these  combinations  of  goo-honey-and- 
syrup  that  they  have  been  feeding  the 
public  and  realize  that  audiences  today 
will  pay  for  and  consider  entertainment 
something  that  teaches  a great  lesson  or 
shows  a crying  need  for  a change,  then 
we'll  be  on  the  upward  trend  again  to  bet- 
ter things  and  more  financial  returns.” 

Serlin  observed  that  producers  like 
Frank  Capra,  William  Wyler,  Walter  Wan- 
ger,  Fritz  Lang  “and  others  who  have 
original  thoughts  and  ideas,  should  not  be 
stymied  by  Hollywood.”  “If  they  were 


•J'WENTIE'rH  CEN’TURY-FOX’S  “Second 

Fiddle”  has  been  playing  to  record  houses 
at  the  Fox-Lincoln  Theatre,  so  Manager 
A.  R.  Zimmer  is  holding  the  picture  over 
for  a second  week’s  run. 

Max  Tschauder,  manager  of  the  Roxy 
Theatre,  has  been  confined  to  his  home 
for  several  days  with  a bad  cold. 

A party  was  held  at  the  Roxy  Theatre 
in  honor  of  six  members  of  the  staff  who 
have  been  with  the  theatre  for  three  years, 
namely  Howard  Moore,  assistant  manager; 
John  Andrew,  doorman;  William  Hierony- 
mous,  Peter  Campo  and  Frank  Campo, 
ushers,  and  James  Hogan,  doorman.  Max 
Tschauder  has  been  manager  of  the  the- 
atre for  two  years. 

An  unusual  canning  demonstration  by 
the  Ball  Brothers  Co.  will  be  held  at  the 
Orpheum  theatre  July  31,  August  7 and 
August  14.  M.  E.  Berman,  manager,  an- 
nounces door  prizes  and  the  showing  of  the 
regular  picture  in  addition  to  the  demon- 
strations which  will  start  at  1:00  p.  m. 

A private  showing  of  Paramount’s  “Our 
Leading  Citizen,”  Bob  Burns’  latest  pic- 
ture, was  scheduled  to  be  held  at  the 
Leland  Hotel  Thursday  evening.  Although 
Governor  Horner’s  illness  may  prevent  him 
from  attending,  several  high  state  officials 
were  expected  to  be  on  hand. 

Two  summer  stage  shows  have  been 
booked  for  the  Orpheum  Theatre.  Gene 
Krupa’s  orchestra  will  be  on  the  stage 
August  6 and  Vincent  Lopez  brings  his  band 
for  two  days  on  August  19  and  20. 


not  under  the  thumb  of  Hollywood  influ- 
ence, plus  producing  there,”  he  said,  “they 
would  turn  out  artistic,  worthwhile  works 
plus  all  the  entertainment  that  audiences 
want  and  are  beginning  to  demand.” 

Productions  like  Darryl  Zanuck’s  pro- 
posed “Grapes  of  Wrath,”  and  the  long- 
shelved  “It  Can’t  Happen  Here,”  are  the 
type  that  Serlin  believes  will  lead  to  a 
renaissance  of  Hollywood.  He  stopped  to 
point  out  that  if  Hollywood  units  sent  to 
England  can  turn  out  pictures  like  “Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips,”  and  “Pygmalion,”  that  it 
can  be  done  in  the  U.  S.,  too. 

Serlin  hopes  that  his  next  film  work 
will  be  a documentary  film  about  his  home 
town  of  Chicago,  the  Chicago  of  today, 
beginning  where  Darryl  Zanuck  left  off  in 
“In  Old  Chicago,”  and  showing  the  Windy 
City  after  the  great  fire. 

Such  a film,  he  says,  could  follow  the 
pattern  of  “The  City,”  in  being  a straight 
documentary  film,  or  could  have  plot  con- 
tent, too.  His  thought  is  to  show  that 
Chicago  is  a small  town  grown  up,  with 
the  great  possibilities  available  for  mid- 
westerners,  such  as  offer  of  study  in  art, 
music  and  drama. 

Meanwhile,  Serlin  is  awaiting  the  gen- 
eral audience  reactions  to  “The  City” 
after  several  playdates  of  the  picture  are 
reported,  and  is  preparing  plans  for  the 
Broadway  production  he  will  offer  in  the 
fall. 


Gets  New  Writing  Pact 

Hollywood — Albert  Mannheimer  has 
been  given  a new  writing  contract  by 
Metro. 
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Product  Handicap  at 
Minnesota  Likely 

Minneapolis — The  Minnesota  Theatre’s 
admission  of  15  cents  to  1 p.  m.  and  30 
cents  thereafter  for  a big  stage  show, 
musical  program  and  screen  bill  may 
handicap  the  showhouse  in  obtaining 
major  film  product  even  if  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  should  forego  or  relinquish 
any  of  this  product  which  it  now  has  sewed 
up — an  unlikely  contingency. 

Opposition  to  the  servicing  of  the 
Minnesota  Theatre  will  come  from  inde- 
pendent neighborhood  exhibitors,  the  lat- 
ter already  have  indicated.  These  same 
exhibitors  were  successful  several  years 
ago  in  a fight  to  force  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  and  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
to  raise  its  admission  prices  from  40  to  55 
cents  top  when  offering  stage  shows  in 
addition  to  pictures. 

With  most  of  the  independent  neighbor- 
hood houses  charging  25  cents  they  feel 
it  is  imfair  to  be  compelled  to  show  the 
same  pictures  exhibited  in  conjunction 
with  a stage  show  at  an  only  slightly 
higher  admission  at  a later  date. 

Gordon  Greene,  Minnesota  Theatre 
manager,  however,  will  not  lessen  his  ef- 
forts to  obtain  major  screen  product,  al- 
though the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  is 
making  it  clear  that  it  will  playdate  every 
release  and  will  have  no  sluffs.  Its  of- 
ficials insist  that  they  have  not  bought 
more  pictures  than  they  can  use  for  first- 
runs  downtown. 

The  picture  problem  is  the  biggest  for 
the  Minnesota  to  solve  and  unless  the  in- 
dependent exchanges  are  able  to  provide 
sufficient  suitable  product  Manager  Greene 
may  find  himself  “up  against  it”  and  un- 
able to  keep  the  house  open.  The  Minne- 
sota proposes  to  keep  a definite  record  of 
all  pictures  played  downtown  and  check 
them  against  release  dates.  There’ll  be  no 
pictures  shelved  if  the  Minnesota  has 
anything  to  say  about  it.  It  also  has 
been  intimated  that,  if  necessary,  a court 
fight  may  be  waged  to  force  the  exchanges 
to  provide  film  service. 


Minnesota's  Opening  Week 
Draws  Record  Attendance 

Minneapolis — The  4,000-seat  $1,500,000 
Minnesota  Theatre,  reopened  by  local  in- 
terests under  the  management  of  a for- 
mer manager,  Gordon  Greene,  after  being 
dark  for  nearly  two  years,  got  off  to  a fly- 
ing start  its  first  week.  It’s  estimated 
that  nearly  40,000  people  attended  the 
showhouse  its  initial  seven  days. 

Theatre  is  offering  a big  stage  show  and 
musical  program  in  addition  to  a feature 
film  and  news  weekly  for  15  cents  to  1 
p.  m.  and  30  cents  thereafter.  Opening 
bill  had  Jack  LaRue,  screen  player,  as 
headliner  and  “Streets  of  New  York”  on 
the  screen. 

Whether  the  house  can  make  both  ends 
meet  with  such  big  shows  at  so  low  an 
admission  is  the  subject  of  much  argu- 
ment here  and  remains  to  be  seen.  The 
fact  that,  aside  from  the  cost  of  the  shows, 
the  theatre’s  operating  cost  is  so  great, 
even  without  the  items  of  ground  and 
building  rentals  which  are  being  waived 


Northwest  Allied  Campaign 
To  Drive  Out  Dual  Bills 


Minneapolis — In  a fight  to  outlaw  dou- 
ble featuring.  Northwest  Allied  will  seek 
the  enactment  of  ordinances  in  every  com- 
munity limiting  the  length  of  motion  pic- 
ture exhibitions  to  two  hours  and  15 
minutes. 

President  W.  A.  Steffes  now  has  in  his 
possession  a copy  of  the  proposed  Illinois 
law  containing  such  a provision.  The 
ordinances  in  this  territory  will  be  pat- 
terned after  that  law,  he  says.  When 
the  state  legislature  convenes,  he  asserts, 
pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear  to  ob- 


tain passage  of  a state  law  covering  the 
subject. 

The  independents  hope  to  get  the  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co.  to  stop  twin  billing 
in  the  Aster  here  and  Tower,  St.  Paul.  The 
Aster  has  a 15-cent  admission  to  5 p.  m. 
and  25  cents  thereafter.  It’s  pointed  out 
neighborhood  houses  with  20  and  25-cent 
scales  are  at  a decided  disadvantage  in 
playing  Aster  pictures  singly.  Another 
bone  of  contention  is  the  42 -day  clear- 
ance which  the  25-cent  Gopher  downtown, 
playing  many  first-run  pictures,  enjoys 
over  them. 


Promotion  Nets  Biederman 
Fox  Managerial  Berth 

Kansas  City — Harry  Biederman,  former- 
ly assistant  manager  at  the  Uptown,  Tow- 
er and  Isis,  has  been  promoted  to  the 
management  lof  the  Linwood  Theatre,  suc- 
ceeding Charles  Barnes,  who  has  gone  to 
the  Pox  Granada  in  Kansas  City,  Kas. 

Jerry  Baker,  former  manager  at  the 
Granada,  and  Louis  Sponsler,  manager  of 
the  Fox  Waldo,  have  taken  a temporary 
leave  of  absence  from  Fox  Midwest. 

Jimmy  Chapman  goes  from  the  Linwood 
to  the  Waldo.  Charles  Weinstein  is  assist- 
ing Biederman  at  the  Linwood. 


Prosecutor  of  Minnesota 
Brands  Giveaway  Game 

Minneapolis — State  Atty.-Gen.  J.  A.  A. 
Burnquist  has  handed  down  an  opinion 
that  the  game  “Hollywood,”  played  in  a 
number  of  the  territory’s  theatres,  con- 
stitutes a lottery  in  violation  of  the  state 
law. 

This  follows  on  the  heels  of  an  Austin, 
Minn.,  court  ruling  holding  that  the  Bank 
Night  conducted  at  the  Paramount  Thea- 
tre was  a lottery.  The  theatre  in  this  in- 
stance, however,  failed  to  follow  the  Bank 
Night  rules. 


Cobb  to  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis — The  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  has  made  arrangements  to  have 
Irving  Cobb,  author-actor,  come  here  for 
a one-day  appearance  before  the  Minne- 
apolis Advertising  Club.  Cobb  will  make 
an  after-luncheon  talk.  At  the  same  time 
the  Bob  Burns’  picture  in  which  he  plays 
a featured  role,  “Our  Leading  Citizen,” 
will  be  offered  at  one  of  the  loop  theatres. 


by  the  owners,  increases  the  manage- 
ment’s difficulties. 

It’s  a moot  question  in  local  show  circles 
whether  the  town’s  big  enough  to  support 
the  project — if  there’s  enough  patronage 
available.  The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
relinquished  the  theatre  last  February 
after  a long  period  of  unprofitable  opera- 
tion. 


Staff  Shifts  Follow 
A Deal  by  Circuits 

Kansas  City — Several  personnel  changes 
have  been  made  by  the  Griffith-Dickinson 
circuit  following  the  deal  with  Common- 
wealth Amusement  Corp.  last  week.  Harry 
Wareham,  who  has  been  managing  the 
Wareham  at  Manhattan,  Kas.,  now  is  city 
manager  for  Griffith-Dickinson,  in  charge 
of  the  Wareham,  Dickinson,  and  Carleton. 

Bill  Wagner,  manager  of  the  Beldorf  at 
Independence,  Kas.,  for  Commonwealth, 
continues  in  charge  for  Griffith-Dickinson, 
with  the  Mainstreet  and  Booth  in  addition. 
He  will  be  assisted  by  Royce  Adelotte,  for- 
merly there  for  Griffith-Dickinson. 

At  Osawatomie,  Kas.,  where  Griffith- 
Dickinson  has  had  the  Osawa,  R.  W. 
Ferguson,  its  manager,  will  be  city  man- 
ager. The  Kansan,  taken  over  from  Com- 
monwealth, has  been  closed  for  the  sum- 
mer. It  will  probably  be  reopened  this  fall 
for  weekend  operation. 

Doyle  Mowery,  manager  of  the  Chief  at 
Marceline,  Mo.,  stays  on  as  city  manager 
for  both  the  Chief  and  the  former  Com- 
monwealth Uptown.  The  latter  house  has 
been  closed  for  installation  of  a cooling 
system.  When  it  reopens,  the  Chief  will 
close  till  fall,  when  it  will  be  reopened  for 
weekend  operation,  according  to  present 
plans. 

Jack  Scott,  manager  at  Paola,  Kas.,  for 
Griffith-Dickinson,  is  being  transferred  to 
Parsons,  Kas.,  as  David  Dallas’  assistant. 
W.  G.  McKinney,  formerly  at  Lawrence, 
Kas.,  for  the  circuit,  moves  to  Paola,  fol- 
lowing assumption  of  operation  at  Law- 
rence by  Commonwealth. 

At  Great  Bend,  Lawrence,  Herrington 
and  Ellsworth,  Kas.,  Commonwealth  now 
has  the  Griffith-Dickinson  houses. 


Harry  P.  Wareham  Dies 
Following  Long  Illness 

Manhattan,  Kas. — Harry  P.  Wareham 
died  last  week  at  his  home  here,  follow- 
ing a long  illness.  The  73-year-old  in- 
dustrial and  civic  leader  of  Manhattan 
started  the  Wareham  Theatre  in  1893.  It 
recently  was  remodeled  and  now  is  being 
operated  by  the  Griffith-Dickinson  cir- 
cuit. Harry  K.  Wareham,  a nephew,  man- 
ages the  theatre. 
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Seek  Exchange  Cooperation 
In  Non-Theatrical  Fight 


Minneapolis  — Local  film  exchanges 
have  been  requested  by  Northwest  Allied 
not  to  service  free  shows  and  non-com- 
mercial accounts. 

Although  no  specific  instances  have  been 
called  to  the  attention  of  President  W.  A. 
Steffes,  it’s  known  merchants  in  many 
small  communities  have  been  sponsoring 
free  film  shows.  In  many  cases,  how- 
ever, the  offerings  have  been  16mm  films, 
and,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  none  of 
the  pictures  has  come  from  any  of  the 
Minneapolis  film  exchanges. 

Twin  City  independent  exhibitors  are 
particularly  irked  at  the  showing  of  16mm 
pictures  in  a number  of  night  clubs  and 
beer  parlors.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  get 
city  authorities  to  halt  such  exhibitions  on 
the  grounds  the  establishments  have  no 
theatre  licenses  and  do  not  comply  with 
regulations  governing  the  showing  of 
films. 


University  of  Minnesota 
Answers  Allied  Charge 

Minneapolis — Attacked  by  Northwest 
Allied  as  unfair  opposition,  showing  of 
feature  films  at  the  University  of  Minne- 
sota for  students  is  justified  by  university 
authorities  as  “visual  education.” 

Authorities  in  question  deny  any  admis- 
sion is  charged  at  the  huge  auditorium 
where  the  films  are  shown,  but  they  ad- 
mit the  entire  student  body  is  privileged 
to  attend. 

At  the  same  time  in  defense  of  their 
policy,  the  authorities  responsible  for  the 
exhibitions  point  out  the  features  shown 
are  old-time  pictures,  foreign  films  that 
have  exhausted  their  boxoffice  possibili- 
ties in  the  city’s  regular  theatres  and  other 
European  offerings  that  no  local  show- 
house  will  buy. 

Pictures  shown  this  season  were  “Mayer- 
ling,”  “Tanoski  Sheik,”  “Pearls  of  Croser” 
and  “Carnival  in  Flanders,”  all  of  them 


foreign  language  pictures;  the  1922  pro- 
duction of  “Robin  Hood”  with  Douglas 
Fairbanks  sr.;  “Cavalcade”  and  “They 
"Won’t  Forget,”  all  of  which,  it’s  claimed, 
have  outlived  their  commercial  uses. 

The  showings  this  year  at  the  Univer- 
sity were  part  of  the  institution’s  “Movie 
Appreciation  Program,”  it’s  explained.  The 
showings  are  limited  to  two  performances 
one  night.  Newsreels  are  offered  every 
Wednesday  at  1,  2 and  3 p.  m.  with  ad- 
mission free. 

At  its  convention  here,  Northwest  Allied 
instructed  President  W.  A.  Steffes  to  take 
steps  to  halt  the  university  showings  of 
features.  An  appeal  will  be  made  to  the 
institution’s  regents  and  also  to  the  film 
exchanges.  The  exhibitors  argue  that  the 
university  is  owned  and  supported  by  the 
state’s  taxpayers  and  that  they,  as  heavy 
taxpayers,  should  not  be  subjected  to  this 
opposition  from  it. 


Kidder  Is  Kidded 


Omaha — Laugh  of  the  week  is  on  Terry 
DeLapp,  Paramount  tub-thumper,  here 
with  a print  of  “Beau  Geste”  for  a trade 
screening. 

It  seems  that  Terry  did  a bit  of  kidding 
while  he  flew  here  and  had  the  stewardess 
pretty  well  impressed  about  his  connec- 
tions in  Hollywood.  When  the  plane  ar- 
rived in  Omaha,  said  screen-struck  gal 
offered  to  call  Terry  a cab. 

“Oh,  never  mind,”  said  DeLapp,  “the 
mayor  will  be  here  to  meet  me.” 

However,  when  the  plane  stopped,  two 
burly  Omaha  coppers  hustled  Terry  into 
a cruiser  car  and  were  about  to  take  him 
to  the  local  bastille.  It  was  all  a gag,  of 
course,  cooked  up  by  Ted  Emerson,  Tri- 
States  horn  blower,  but  it  certainly  worked 
swell. 


gID  ROSE  checked  in  again  to  talk  over 

a split  of  his  second  runs — which  Joe 
Cooper  is  said  willing  to  split  “Dodge  City” 
for  him,  and  the  rest  for  Howard  Federer 
. . . Closing  up  books  on  the  fiscal  year 
has  had  Frank  Roberts,  Charlie  Shire,  and 
■Vincent  DiFiore  in  a state'  of  continual 
perspiration.  Hasn’t  been  a one  of  them 
out  of  shirt  sleeves  in  a week  . . . Orville 
Rennie,  who  has  seen  the  east  coast  again 
for  the  first  time  since  he  changed  from 
the  back  to  the  front  of  the  house  the- 
atrically, is  back  in  Hastings,  family  in- 
tact, and  experienced  in  touring. 

M.  E.  Lofgren  ivonders  why  Paramount 
mentioned  money  in  any  way  in  connection 
with  “Million  Dollar  Legs,”  which  turned 
out  to  he  a bloomer  . . . Harry  Schiller 
must  have  gone  to  the  Old  Soldiers’  home, 
or  something,  because  news  from  Grand 
Island  sector  just  doesn’t  come  in  ..  . Carl 
Rose  is  busy  keeping  one  eye  on  the  corn 
and  the  other  on  the  York  Sun’s  boxoffice. 

Ed  Schoenthal  keeps  asking  about  Ruth 
Hardy,  and  whether  she’s  going  to  really 
ruin  his  memory  of  her  by  getting  mar- 
ried . . . Charlie  Lieb  and  Harry  Shumow 
were  down  promising  everybody  in  sight 
that  “Wizard  of  Oz”  is  really  a great  pic- 
ture, in  spite  of  the  foul  Good  News  broad- 
cast of  it  . . . Letter  from  Charles  Levy, 
who  sincerely  hopes  to  induce  another 
paper  (besides  Ken  Clayton’s)  to  become 
an  RKO  house  organ.  Only  thing  he  didn’t 
offer  was  two  passes  to  see  “Career,”  if 
and  when,  it  plays  the  Music  Hall,  N.  Y. 

Ever  since  he  played  “Mikado,”  Ed 
Vaughan  has  had  to  suffer  salutation 
from  his  mates'.  “Hi  Stinky -poo!”  . . . 
Harold  Hellerich  won’t  come  hack  from  the 
cool  Colorado  mountains  until  August  1 
. . . Alvin  Hendricks,  upon  leaving  the  ter- 
ritory for  Texas  and  a few  weeks  home, 
said  he’d  return  to  Omaha  territory  about 
that  tune  himself,  he  thought  . . . Sol  Fran- 
cis entertained  Jack  Randall  and  his  wife, 
Louise  Stanley,  passing  through  en  route 
to  California,  and  some  exhibitors  sat  in 
on  the  party. 

Mrs.  Fi-ank  Roberts,  who  her  husband 
says  is  the  cutest  thing  out  of  Colorado, 
is  all  of  that  and  more  . . . Louis  Arm- 
strong, trumpeting  his  way  through  a 
fistfull  of  midwest  one-night  stands,  says 
his  boss,  Joe  Glazer,  is  now  in  Hollywood 
negotiating  for  another  appearance  for 
him  in  pictures  . . . Mrs.  Bob  Livingston 
is  talking  of  a trip  to  the  New  York  World’s 
Fair  alone.  It’ll  be  her  first  trip  to  the 
big  town. 

Bob  Huffman  has  interviewed  so  many 
gals  who  want  to  be  cashiers,  if  he  lined 
them  up  side  by  side,  it  would  at  once 
look  like  the  answer  to  a tired  business 
man’s  prayer  and  a major  unemployment 
problem  . . . Ted  Mendenhall  is  due  in  July 
26,  in  the  morning,  to  show  Governor  Coch- 
ran his  film,  “Our  Leading  Citizen,”  at 
the  Capitol.  Same  thing  is  to  be  duplicated 
in  each  of  the  other  47  states. 

Monroe  Rubinger  two-dayed  in  Lin- 
coln, then  lammed  for  Des  Moines,  in 
hopes  of  rushing  “Daughters  Courageous” 
into  playing  time  in  these  midwest  keys. 


Governor  Stark  Visits  Warner  — 


Governor  Lloyd  C.  Stark  of  Missouri  gets  a first-hand  idea  of  how  motion 
pictures  are  made.  The  guests  of  Jack  L.  Warner  at  the  Warner  studio,  the 
governor  and  party  pause  for  the  cameraman  during  a tour  of  the  lot. 
The  lineup  left  to  right:  Mrs.  J.  B.  Unsell,  Gov.  Stark’s  sister;  Hal  B.  Wallis, 
Warner  producer;  Gov.  Stark;  Mr.  Warner;  Mrs.  Stark;  and  Jack  L. 
Warner  jr. 
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^HAT  secretary  to  what  executive  left 
her  office  the  other  afternoon  early  to 
see  what  competitor’s  picture?  What! 
What!  . . . For  Sale,  cheap:  One  summer 
cold.  Apply:  Marjorie  Crawford  . . . 
Frances  Ukele  is  replacing  Hester  Catron 
as  bookers’  secretary  at  Republic-Midwest. 

On  the  Row:  Harry  Musgrave,  Minne- 
apolis and  Wamego,  Kas.;  Virgil  Harhi- 
son,  Tarkio,  Mo.;  Roy  Jones,  Marceline, 
Mo.;  Lloyd  Lenhart,  Clinton,  Mo.;  Louis 
Griefe,  Windsor,  Mo.;  Harvey  Hokes, 
Ozark  and  Nixa,  Mo.;  Ward  Spielman, 
Baldwin,  Kas.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dos- 
sier, Humboldt,  Kas.;  G.  J.  Spender,  Tren- 
ton, Mo. 

The  Row  is  rather  quiet  these  days. 
Scads  of  people  are  away  on  vacations; 
and  those  that  have  just  returned  are 
pretty  tired.  Harold  Hume,  booker  at  Fox 
Midwest,  has  returned  from  Minnesota, 
with  pictures  to  prove  that  the  fishing  was 
good  . . . Miss  Y.  Jeter,  telephone  opera- 
tor at  Fox  Midwest,  is  away  for  two  weeks 
. . . Ralph  Adams  was  reported  saying  “I 
do”  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kas.,  while  on  his  vaca- 
tion . . . Harry  Bradbury,  bookkeeper  at 
Columbia,  has  just  returned  from  two 
weeks  at  Catalina  Island  . . . Nelson  Bur- 
rus  of  Paramount  was  married  last  Satur- 
day to  Miss  Florine  Hodges,  and  the  cou- 
ple are  in  Colorado  on  a honeymoon. 

Ed  Hartman  and  Johnny  Scott  are  plan- 
ning a trip  to  Denver,  Salt  Lake,  San 
Francisco,  Alcatraz,  Los  Angeles  and  the 
Grand  Canyon.  They’ll  be  at  the  Frisco 
Fair,  September  12. 

Sammy  Raster  has  just  returned  from  a 
vacation  in  New  York,  where  he  saw — 
and  enjoyed — the  latest  shows  ...  Walt 
Talbot,  Rogers,  Ark.,  was  on  the  Row 
Wednesday. 

Pete  Dana,  district  manager  for  Uni- 
versal, is  in  New  York  on  vacation  . . . 
Ed  Rolsky  is  remodeling  the  National. 

Cliff  Lewis,  Paramount’s  publicity  and 
exploitation  man  from  Hollywood,  visited 
the  Boxoffice  publishing  plant  last  Sat- 
urday. He  came  here  for  the  trade  show- 
ing of  “Beau  Geste”  at  the  Warwick  The- 
atre. Charles  Beauchamp,  special  exploi- 
teer  for  “Rulers  of  the  Sea,”  also  was  here 
at  the  same  time.  Both  autoed  to  St.  Louis 
and  Indianapolis  before  returning  to  the 
coast. 

T.  H.  Slothower  opened  his  new  Sandra 
Theatre,  Wichita,  Kas.,  July  23,  with  quite 
a representation  from  Kansas  City’s  Film- 
row. 

L.  J.  Kimbriel  of  the  Oklahoma  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  announces  three  recent  seat 
installations  as  follows:  Corder,  Gallatin, 
Mo.,  400;  Corder,  Hamilton,  Mo.,  400; 
Mokan,  city,  700. 

Billy  Forest,  nephew  of  George  Shilkret 
of  the  Rex  Theatre,  Joplin,  Mo.,  was  mar- 
ried last  Sunday. 


Universal's  Open  House 
Attracts  Kaycee  Row 

Kansas  City — Open  house  at  the  new 
Universal  exchange  Monday  afternoon 
from  noon  to  six  was  one  of  the  nicest 
affairs  that  has  been  held  on  Filmrow. 
With  L.  J.  Miller,  branch  manager,  acting 
as  host,  dozens  of  film  and  theatre  people 
from  Filmrow,  Kansas  City,  and  the  terri- 
tory inspected  the  new  quarters  of  the 
exchange  and  partook  of  the  refreshments. 

Ralph  Morrow,  Iz  Beiser,  and  Roy  Palm- 
quist,  salesmen,  were  in  to  help  Miller 
greet  friends  of  the  company. 

Among  those  who  attended  the  opening 
were  R.  R.  Biechele,  John  Wolfberg,  Ed 
Hartman,  O.  K.  Mason,  Leland  Allen, 
Walter  Kirkham,  Miss  Jessie  Ralph,  Mrs. 
George  Maloney,  Chet  Hylton,  Buddy 
Brown,  Harold  Hume,  Frank  Ritter,  Senn 
Lawler,  Harry  Biederman,  Harry  McClure, 
Ralph  Kieffer  and  Ed  Young  of  local  ex- 
hibition; the  John  Brandts  of  Oregon, 
Mo.;  Merl  Schwank,  Burlingame  and 
Stockton,  Kas.;  Lloyd  Lenhart,  Clinton, 
Mo.;  S.  W.  Booth,  Rich  Hill,  Mo.,  from 
out  of  town,  and  Arthur  Cole,  Joe  Manfre, 
Jim  States,  George  Hinton,  Tommy 
Thompson,  Jim  Lewis,  Rud  Lohrenz,  Jimmy 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS  ~ 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

Z.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


Poland's  Supply  Co,  and 
Premier  Service  Move 

Kansas  City  — Independent  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  this  week  moved  from  115 
West  18th  St.,  where  it  has  been  for  three 
years,  to  1710  Wyandotte,  former  Uni- 
versal film  exchange  location.  Space  is 
shared  with  Premier  Advertising  Service, 
used  poster  exchange  operated  by  Bob 
Burns.  The  company  moved  from  the 
Zoglin  Bldg.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  where  it 
was  located  for  13  years. 

Independent,  operated  by  Jimmie  Foland 
and  Ed  Cheatham,  distributes  Atlantic 
Pictures  as  well  as  new  and  used  equip- 
ment. Foland  is  a veteran  in  the  film 
field,  where  he  has  been  active — most  of  it 
in  the  Kansas  City  area — 26  years.  He 
has  at  various  times  been  district  manager 
for  Halimark,  branch  manager  for  Seiect, 
and  salesman  for  Fox. 


Winn,  Ernie  Block,  Russ  Borg,  Doug  Desch, 
Bob  Withers,  John  Scott,  George  Fuller, 
Jack  Zern  and  Jack  Gregory  of  Altec, 
E.  C.  Leeves,  Ted  Stiles,  Virgil  Wilkins, 
Hazel  Buell,  June  Medcalf,  R.  W.  McEwan, 
Martin  Stone,  and  others  from  Filmrow. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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....AW,  SHUCKS! 

From  the  Tall  Com — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 


Francis  Gillon,  the  cultured  gent  who 
assistant  managers  at  the  Capitol  in 
Davenport,  builds  model  planes — and  darn 
good  ones,  too. 


What?  Ruckus  stag. 

When?  August  3. 

Where?  Osage,  Iowa. 

(For  further  details,  see  Ed  Mason). 


H.  G.  Moore  is  very  comfortable,  thank 
you,  in  his  completely  remodeled  Allerton 
Theatre. 


The  exhibitor  in  Bussey,  la.,  should  have 
let  us  know  that  A.  E.  Thiele  cracked  his 
ribs  when  he  stepped  on  a loose  board 
during  the  installation  of  a washer  . . . 
Thiele  is  very  secretive  and  won’t  tell. 


Norge  Iverson  of  the  Garden  in  Daven- 
port will  be  surprised  to  read  that  we  still 
remember  his  dashing  blond  mustache,  his 
freckles  and  the  fact  that  he’s  another 
candid  camera  fiend  . . . And  it  was  ’way 
back  in  April  when  we  were  there! 


Elmer  Tilton  says  exhibitors  may  crab 


about  how  poor  business  is,  but  they’re 
not  all  vacationing  in  California  and  Can- 
ada on  the  profits  of  the  pool  hall  next 
door. 


And  how’s  business  up  Davenport  way 
now.  Jack  Neary,  since  the  moonlight  ex- 
cursions have  been  abandoned? 


We  met  Harley  Simmons  of  Bonaparte 
on  the  Row  and  waited  around  for  Alice 
Johnson  to  appear,  but  finally  had  to  give 
up  and  go  on  our  way  without  seeing  her. 


Mike  Tracy  of  Storm  Lake  has  a fine 
cottage  up  there  and  is  said  to  be  very 
hospitable  . . . When  Filmrow  reads  this, 
you’ll  have  to  be,  Mike. 


Earl  Kerr,  popular  bachelor  exhibitor, 
was  on  the  Row  dealing  for  product  for 
his  new  Marshalltown,  Iowa  theatre  the 
other  day  and  telling  about  his  mountain 
cabin  up  Evergreen  Canyon  in  Colorado 
. . . And  he  too  is  hospitable. 


Tom  Duncan,  booker  and  assistant 


1ID)I1E^  MICWMIES 


J^RS.  MYRON  BLANK  tells  us  A.  H.  is 
addicted  to  Coffee  Diable,  which  is  a 
de  luxe  brew  of  coffee,  brandy,  orange 
peel  and  lump  sugar.  He  makes  the  bev- 
erage himself  and  has  a special  dish  for  it. 
When  there  are  guests,  he  loves  to  turn  out 
the  lights  and  set  fire  to  this  patrician 
coffee,  which  is  the  accepted  procedure. 

The  Filmrow  baseball  team  is  now  fully 
outfitted  and  ready  for  their  first  game 
in  flashy  new  blue,  gold  and  black  suits. 
The  name  of  each  exchange  contributing 
is  lettered  on  the  jersey.  Even  the  bat  boy 
has  a uniform  (it  was  contributed  by  Lee 
Township's  Lou  Kahn).  Tri-States  gang 
(about  40)  pulled  a surprise  party  on  A.  G. 
Stolte  July  12  to  celebrate  both  his  birth- 
day and  his  25th  wedding  anniversary  the 
day  before.  They  presented  him  with  a 
portable  radio,  so  he  took  off  almost  im- 
mediately for  Canada  where  he  could  use 
it.  To  date,  the  gang  is  still  drooling  for 
the  fish  he’s  supposed  to  send  back.  He’s 
probably  too  busy  taking  pictures  and  lis- 
tening to  the  radio  to  do  ynuch  fishing. 

Now  we  know  why  we  never  see  Mel 
Evidon  at  any  of  the  hot  spots  in  Des 
Moines.  The  Evidons  each  own  a bicycle 
and  probably  when  they  get  their  strenu- 
ous cycling  in,  they’re  too  tired  to  do  any- 
thing else.  S’funny  we  don’t  run  into  ’em 
sometimes  when  we’re  cycling,  though.  Lou 
Levy’s  clumsiness  with  a can  opener  shows 
he  never  had  to  help  the  little  woman 
.with  her  cooking.  And  here’s  a good  spot 
to  mention  that  A.  E.  Thiele  is  a Filmrow 
bachelor  we  didn’t  know  about  until  this 
week.  We  hear  he’s  been  very  finicky 
about  the  paint  job  on  the  floor  at  Des 
Moines  Theatre  Supply  and  demands  im- 
possible things  like  strawberries  in  the 
dead  of  winter.  Oh  yes.  and  gets  very 


upset  because  the  Des  Moines  police  de- 
partment won’t  let  him  park  longer  than 
other  people. 

Opal  and  Louise  Judd  were  planning  on 
taking  off  for  Salt  Lake  Thursday  to  visit 
Opal’s  mother.  This  leaves  F.  E.  Judd  to 
do  his  managing  all  alone,  both  at  the 
home  and  at  the  Monogram  offices  . . . 
Terry  DeLapp,  Hollywood  publicity  direc- 
tor for  Paramount,  had  to  hunt  all  over 
the  Des  Moines  Theatre  lobby  for  a place 
to  park  his  gum  so  he  could  speak  to  the 
assembled  exhibitors. 

Swindle-sheeters  in  town  include  War- 
ner’s Rubinger  and  RKO’s  Denman.  Rub- 
inger  doing  his  talking  about  “Daughters 
Courageous”  to  stiffen  his  own  spine  prior 
to  a session  in  a New  York  hospital  to 
have  his  nose  carved,  and  Denman  was 
trying  to  find  publishable  angles  for 
“Bachelor  Mother.” 

Jerry  Spandau’s  Omaha  hospitalization 
should  be  eased  by  the  full-page  spread  in 
tomorrow’s  R&T  roto  section  of  Universal’s 
Baby  Sandy.  After  giving  Paramount  and 
its  own  redhead  contest  a break  last  Sun- 
day with  Susan  Hayward  on  the  maga- 
zine cover,  the  R&T  hands  20th  Century- 
Fox  the  break  tomorrow  with  Sonja  Henie. 
But  “Second  Fiddle’  has  already  shown 
here. 

Motion  pictures  of  last  year’s  Soapbox 
Derby  finals  at  Akron,  Ohio,  were  sched- 
uled for  use  here  today  to  provide  instruc- 
tion and  pep  talk  material  for  state  con- 
testants here  today  . . . And  the  R&T  is 
dickering  with  Paramount,  etc.,  for  news- 
reel shots  of  last  year’s  big  football  games 
for  showing  in  their  exhibit  at  the  state 
fair. 


manager  for  the  Pratt  Brothers  of  the 
State  and  Fox  theatres  in  Washington,  is 
sporting  a heavy  beard  and  mustache  in 
honor  of  “Centennial  Days”  August  8-9-10. 
Ralph  Pratt  says  the  parade  will  be  five 
miles  long,  and  that  the  town  is  building  a 
$3,000  illuminated  fountain  to  be  dedicated 
in  the  town  square  at  that  time. 


Bill  Middleton  of  the  Rex  at  Iowa  Falls 
is  heading  for  Ocean  Park,  Cal.,  on 
August  1. 


Now  we  know  how  Ray  Lumsden,  beau 
brummel  exhibitor  of  the  Pastime  in  Iowa 
City,  keeps  that  way.  While  on  the  Row 
booking  last  week,  he  fancied  he  needed  a 
haircut,  so  he  dropped  everything  and  got 
one. 


Ker  Choo.  No,  you’re  not  catching  cold. 
Roy  Pratt,  grandson  of  Ralph  Pratt  of 
Washington,  put  a little  sneezing  powder 
in  front  of  the  electric  fan  at  Republic 
just  for  fun  . . . and  he  got  it! 


Television  isn’t  going  to  catch  H.  S. 
Waldorf  napping  . . . He’s  been  experi- 
menting in  Vinton,  la.,  with  the  stuff  for 
years  and  is  exceptionally  well-versed  on 
the  subject. 


How  many  exhibitors  remember  when 
Clyde  Pratt  and  Lou  Elman  used  to  ped- 
dle film  around  the  state  together?  We 
hear  they  made  more  fun  than  sales. 


Joe  Jacobson  of  the  State  at  Davenport 
and  State  at  Dubuque  is  vacationing  with 
Chick  Friedman  in  Sayner,  Wis.  . . . 
They’re  fishing,  allegedly. 


Boyd  Damon  of  the  Park  in  Port  Dodge, 
will  be  showing  Gene  Autry  how  when  he 
gets  back  from  the  rodeo  at  Cheyenne  . . . 
Boyd  lined  up  bookings  until  September 
and  is  off  on  a long  ramble  west.  “See 
America  first!”  says  Boyd. 


C.  C.  Parker,  with  theatres  in  Bridge- 
water  and  Fontanelle,  very  wisely  lives  on 
a farm  between  the  two  towns.  Louise 
Judd  wants  Mrs.  Parker  to  know  how  she 
adores  the  lovely  Haviland  china  demi 
tasse  cup  and  saucer  she  gave  her  for  her 
collection. 


R.  R.  Stewart,  who  lives  at  Fairfield, 
asks  us  to  say  no  more  than  that  about 
him  in  Boxoffice  (we  met  him  on  the 
steps  inside  the  air-conditioned  Paramount 
offices,  and  boy,  was  it  cold!). 


Greetings  to  Buck  DeNune’s  arm  which 
is  just  out  of  the  cast  after  being  shut  in 
for  three  weeks.  Buck  broke  it  by  just 
slipping  and  falling  down  in  DeWitt. 


It  was  a no  moose,  no  fish  tramp  for 
Hod  Ingbertson  of  Decorah  when  he  went 
to  Canada  recently  . . . But  at  least  it  was 
a quick  trip.  Hod,  and  we  hear  you  didn’t 
waste  any  time  going  or  commg. 


These  exhibitors  were  around  the  Row: 
C.  A.  Lane  of  Carroll;  Joe  and  M.  A.  Fau- 
ver  of  the  Broadway  m Brooklyn  and  the 
Strand  in  Victor;  C.  H.  Harris  of  the 
Princess  in  Gutenberg,  and  the  Glen 
Nordykes  of  the  Strand  in  Richland. 
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Stan  Goldberg  to  Manage 
Quality  Premium  Branch 

Kansas  City — Stan  Goldberg,  branch 
manager  for  Metro  Premium  Co.  the  past 
year  and  a half,  has  resigned,  effective 
July  29,  and  is  opening  a branch  office  for 
Quality  Premium  Co.  of  Philadelphia  at 
118-120  West  18th  St. 

Under  the  new  setup,  Goldberg  will 
carry  a full  line  of  premiums — dishes, 
dresserware,  glassware,  bakeware,  silver- 
ware, etc.  Distribution  will  cover  Mis- 
souri, Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Iowa,  Nebraska. 
Goldberg,  who  has  a background  of  film 
as  well  as  premium  experience,  will  be  the 
westernmost  representative  of  Quality. 
The  Quality  company,  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  field,  owns  and  operates  a number  of 
theatres  in  Philadelphia. 


Charles  Abrams  Takes  Over 
At  Kaycee  Metro  Premium 

Kansas  City — Charles  L.  Abrams  of 
Kansas  City,  who  has  been  in  the  premium 
business  at  St.  Louis  recently,  is  taking 
over  the  Metro  Premium  Co.  in  Kansas 
City,  succeeding  Stan  Goldberg.  Metro 
will  retain  offices  and  display  headquar- 
ters at  113  West  18th.  Irving  Zussman, 
sales  manager  for  Metro,  was  here  Wed- 
nesday to  announce  the  change. 


Merle  Potter  "Find"  Has 
"Victor  Herbert"  Role 

Minneapolis — Paramount’s  signing  of 
Suzanne  Larson,  14-year-old  Minneapoli- 
tan, to  play  a featured  role  in  the  forth- 
coming “Victor  Herbert,”  under  the  stage 
name  of  Susannah  Foster,  is  causing  Merle 
Potter,  Journal  fUm  editor,  much  exulta- 
tion. She  is  the  protegee  of  Potter  and 
Carl  Johnson,  local  orchestra  leader,  and 
is  under  their  management. 

Potter  and  Johnson  induced  M-G-M  to 
sign  up  the  young  girl.  But  after  a year  it 
dropped  her  before  she  even  had  the  op- 
portunity to  appear  in  a picture. 

Recently  Miss  Poster  came  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Leroy  Prinz,  Paramount  dance  di- 
rector, who  was  so  impressed  with  her 
voice  that  he  had  his  company  take  an 
option  on  her. 


Many  Attractions  Compete 
With  Lincoln  Theatres 

Lincoln — Theatres  have  a battery  of 
competition  here  this  summer — the  biggest 
in  any  year  for  a long  time. 

Action  houses  are  faced  with  Chick 
Boyes  Players,  a tent  show  which  is  doing 
better  than  in  the  last  two  seasons.  All 
theatres  lose  to  the  foim  danceries,  operat- 
ing from  one  to  three  nights  weekly.  Fri- 
day nights,  the  midget  auto  races,  which 
have  climbed  steadily  in  popularity,  make 
it  a brutal  change  night  for  theatres.  Cap- 
itol Beach,  the  amusement  park,  gets  in 
for  its  grab,  and  the  baseball  team,  riding 
around  third  in  the  league,  takes  up  about 
three  nights  weekly. 


Termer  to  Waxman 

Hollywood — Franz  Waxman,  composer- 
arranger,  has  drawn  a new  Metro  pact. 


JJRNOTT  HILLER,  Crookston,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, continues  to  scintillate  on  the 
golf  courses.  He  was  a finalist  in  the 
Breezy  Point,  Minn.,  tournament  after 
winning  the  championship  flight  and  be- 
ing medalist  at  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
tournament  at  Oak  Ridge.  Speaking  of 
golfing,  Abe  Kaplan  finally  foimd  himself 
last  Sunday,  shot  an  87,  his  season’s  lowest 
score,  and  won  the  class  A sweepstakes  for 
the  day.  Keep  up  the  good  work,  Abe  . . . 
Ben  Friedman,  another  good  golfer,  has 
the  sympathy  of  his  many  film  contingent 
friends  in  the  death  of  his  mother-in-law 
in  Los  Angeles. 

Mmneapolis  gets  its  first  circus  in  two 
years  when  Ringling  Bros’  show  plays  here 
August  3 and  4 . . . Morgan  Ames,  Mort  H. 
Singer’s  general  manager,  a visitor  . . . 
Jack  Thoma,  Columbia  exploiteer,  off  for 
Chicago  again,  after  arranging  campaigns 
here  for  “Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris”  and  the 
forthcoming  “Blondie  Takes  a Vacation,” 
Clouds  Over  Europe”  and  “Golden  Boy” 
releases. 

Orpheum  has  booked  still  another  big 
stage  show,  the  newest  “Folies  Bergere,” 
September  1,  to  follow  Rudy  Vallee  and 
Paul  Whiteman  . . . John  J.  Friedl,  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  general  manager,  in 
New  York  on  business  ...  As  of  July  6, 
the  Minneapolis  M-G-M  branch  was  third 
in  its  division  in  the  “Championship  Con- 
test” now  under  way,  having  94.14  points 
against  105.76  for  Chicago  and  98.30  for 
Indianapolis.  W.  H.  Workman,  local  ex- 
change manager,  delivers  a punchy  mes- 
sage on  a decorative  banner.  “Hurry  up, 
you  kids,”  he  says.  “Get  on  top  and  stay 
there”  . . . Phil  Dunas,  Columbia  district 
manager,  and  the  missus  here  for  a week. 
Phil  accompanied  “Hy”  Chapman,  local 
exchange  head,  on  a swing  around  the 
territory. 

Ed  Cutter  of  the  Paramount  ad  sales  de- 
partment vacationing  at  Mason  City,  la. 

. . . Roy  Schlentz,  Gopher  Theatre  man- 
ager, brought  his  dad  back  with  him  from 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  for  a visit  . . . Jack  La- 
Rue  of  the  films,  who  headlined  the  re- 
opening Minnesota  Theatre  show,  ap- 
peared for  Cedric  Adams,  Star  columnist, 
at  the  latter’s  picnic  party  for  under- 
privileged children.  LaRue  is  accom- 
panied on  this  tour  by  his  pretty  and 
charming  sister,  a singer  . . . Gordie 
Greene  of  the  Minnesota  Theatre  has 
booked  in  “Professor  I.  Q.”  as  an  added 
Tuesday  night  attraction  . . . Ella  Harrod, 
former  National  Screen  office  manager, 
has  returned  from  New  York  to  take  over 
that  position  again,  succeeding  Kenneth 
Gray,  resigned  . . . Paul  Mans,  indepen- 
dent circuit  operator,  vacationing  in  Cali- 
fornia . . . M-G-M  posted  50  2^-sheets 
here  for  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son!”  which 
played  the  Orpheum  the  past  week. 

Fellow  employes  of  Molly  McGuire,  head 
of  the  Warner  billing  department,  pre- 
sented her  with  a substantial  gift  when 
she  departed  to  join  her  family  in  Cali- 
fornia. She  resigned  after  16  years  service 
with  the  company  . . . Morrie  Abrams, 
M-G-M  exploiteer,  planted  stories  in  all 
the  local  newspapers  on  the  company’s 
information  booth  at  the  New  York 


World’s  Fair.  He  pulled  a real  nifty  when 
he  arranged  with  the  Star,  local  daily,  to 
select  M-G-M  as  the  only  film  exchange 
here  to  be  visited  by  its  roving  radio  re- 
porter for  “What’s  Behind  the  Movies?” 
interviews.  Morrie  followed  that  up  by 
sending  letters  to  all  accounts  to  listen  in 
on  the  radio  results. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  George  Schroeder,  Elsworth, 
Minn.;  Lowell  Smoots,  Little  Falls,  Minn.; 
Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  Jack 
Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.;  Ed  Ma- 
lone, Hammond,  Wis.;  Roy  McMinn,  Su- 
perior, Wis.;  Clarence  Kaake,  Duluth, 
Minn.;  L.  Riddle,  Cottonwood,  Minn.;  C. 
P.  Knudsen,  Red  Lake  Falls,  Minn.;  H.  A. 
and  John  Klug,  Zumbrota  and  Kenyon, 
Minn.;  C.  Bondra,  Mahnomen,  Minn.; 
Arvid  Olsen,  Gantsberg,  Wis.;  Ben  Ashe, 
Fergus  Falls,  Minn.;  Bill  Smith,  Meno- 
minee, Wis.;  L.  K.  Kahnig,  Wheaton, 
Minn.,  and  John  Kolden,  Spring,  Wis. 

Barrett  Kiesling  of  the  M-G-M  Holly- 
wood studio  publicity  department  is  due 
here  August  2 for  his  annual  visit.  . He 
also  will  visit  Duluth,  Minn.,  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.,  and  Fargo,  N.  D.,  in  the  territory 
in  company  with  Morrie  Abrams.  As  usual, 
he  will  address  luncheon  clubs  and  talk 
over  the  radio  . . . Arnold  Dobrin  of  Para- 
mount’s ad  sales  department  made  the 
prize  fish  catch  of  the  season  to  date 
among  film  men — a 15y2-Pound  deep  sea 
Lake  Superior  trout.  Arnold  battled  for  25 
minutes  to  pull  it  in.  He  had  gone  out 
from  Grand  Marais,  Minn.,  on  the  fishing 
expedition. 

Morrie  Abrams  completed  a trip  into 
South  Dakota  in  the  interests  of  “Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips”  which  just  finished  its  third 
big  week  in  downtown  Mmneapolis  . . . 
M.  L.  Stern,  distributor  of  Bank  Night  in 
the  Omaha  territory,  here  visiting  his 
brother,  Joe,  owner  of  the  Majestic  ex- 
change and  this  territory’s  Bank  Night 
distributor  . . . When  the  Grand  National 
lease  on  its  present  quarters  in  the  heart  of 
Filmrow  expires  August  31  the  premises 
will  be  taken  over  by  Monogram.  It’s  just 
across  the  street  from  M-G-M,  Warner, 
Columbia  and  Paramount  and  next  door 
to  National  Screen  and  United  Artists  . . . 
Max  Roth,  Republic  district  manager,  a 
visitor  . . . Harry  Hirsch’s  burlesque  sea- 
son opening  at  the  Gayety  has  been  set 
back  a week  to  August  25.  House  will  have 
roadshows  the  commg  season  . . . Annual 
“Roller  Derby”  in  the  Auditorium  opens 
August  1 for  three  weeks.  . 

Bill  Elson  mighty  proud  of  his  golf 
prowess  since  he  carried  away  four  prizes 
from  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club’s  an- 
nual tournament  . . . .W.  A.  Steffes  one  of 
the  guests  in  Chicago  at  the  banquet  in 
connection  with  the  opening  of  the  new 
20th-Fox  exchange  there  . . . M-G-M  has 
launched  a newspaper  advertising  cam- 
paign for  the  forthcoming  “Wizard  of  Oz” 
similar  to  that  which  it  had  for  “Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips”  . . . Although  it  will  be  some 
time  before  the  picture  reaches  a local 
screen,  large  display  teaser  ads  are  being 
run  daily  announcing  that  it’s  on  the  way. 
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Charles  Morehead  Gets 
Transier  to  Colorado 

Kansas  City — Effective  July  30,  Charles 
Morehead,  manager  for  Fox  Midwest  at 
Beatrice,  Neb.,  will  go  to  Ft.  Collins,  Colo., 
to  manage  the  two  houses  operated  there 
by  the  Fox  Rocky  Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 
The  transfer  was  arranged  because  of  the 
health  of  Mrs.  Morehead. 

B.  M.  Montee,  manager  at  Chanute, 
Kas.,  succeeds  Morehead  at  Beatrice,  ac- 
cording to  Harry  McClure,  district  man- 
ager for  Fox  Midwest. 

Other  changes  consequent  on  the  More- 
head shift  are:  C.  P.  Forbes,  Ft.  Scott, 
Kas.,  to  Chanute:  H.  D.  Carrol,  Carthage, 
Mo.,  to  Ft.  Scott.  No  assignment  has  been 
made  at  Carthage. 

McEwan  Now  Booking 
For  Harmonica  Band 

Kansas  City — R.  W.  McEwan,  Magic 
Eye  distributor,  is  handling  bookings  for 
the  Art  Perry  harmonica  band.  Harmonica 
prizes  are  offered  in  conjunction  with 
contests.  The  band  has  been  signed  to  ap- 
pear at  the  Aladdin,  Rosedale,  Ashland, 
Park,  the  Tile,  Deepwater,  Mo.,  and  the 
Ritz,  Trenton,  Mo. 

The  band  has  been  popularized  over 
Radio  Station  KITE  with  three  programs 
weekly.  Billie  Papana  is  featured. 

Showman  Rex  Barrett  Is 
Again  Columbia's  Mayor 

Columbia,  Mo. — Rex  P.  Barrett,  local 
theatre  owner,  was  re-elected  mayor  of 
Columbia  at  the  special  election  held  on 
July  25,  defeating  his  Republican  opponent, 
O.  W.  Boutwell.  Barrett  is  a Democrat. 

The  election  was  necessary  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  G. 
B.  Sapp,  Democrat,  who  quit  the  post 
because  of  poor  health. 

Bill  Knight  Now  Manager 
At  Varsity  at  Lincoln 

Lincoln — Bill  Knight,  formerly  assistant 
to  Jerry  Zigmond,  manager  of  the  New- 
man, Kansas  City,  has  returned  here  to 
manage  the  Varsity. 

Knight  started  in  Lincoln  at  the  Cap- 
itol, joined  the  Lincoln  Theatres  Corp. 
when  Zigmond  was  top  hand,  then,  after 
Zigmond  left  for  the  Kaycee  berth,  joined 
him  there. 


Royal  Adds  16  Films 

Kansas  City — William  Pincus,  manager 
of  the  Royal  Film  Exchange,  announces 
he  has  just  signed  for  territorial  rights  to 
eight  new  Bob  Steele  westerns  and  eight 
new  Melo-Plays  from  Metropolitan  Pro- 
ductions. 


Bride  to  Day  nosky 

Kansas  City — Isadore  Daynosky,  man- 
ager of  the  Rivoli  Theatre,  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
was  married  here  Wednesday  to  Miss 
Bernice  Rothman  of  that  city.  Rabbi  Iser 
Levin  of  Shaare  Shalom  Synagogue,  St. 
Joseph,  performed  the  ceremony. 


Prize  Handicaps  Her 


LeMars,  Ia. — Mary  Ruether,  20-year-old 
WPA  worker,  was  a happy  girl  when  she 
won  a $350  Bank  Night  prize  some  time 
ago. 

She  used  $200  of  the  money  to  pay  past- 
due  bills. 

This  week  she  received  a letter  from 
Shelby  Reed,  Plymouth  county  relief  di- 
rector, notifying  her  she  was  off  relief 
because  of  her  lucky  winning. 

Now  she  can’t  go  to  work  until  nearly 
nine  months  have  rolled  by,  the  WPA  of- 
ficial ruling  that  the  prize  money  should 
be  spent  at  the  rate  of  $40  per  month. 


€>  m A IIHII  A 

gOB  JOHNSON  Of  the  Scott-Ballantyne 
Co.,  was  the  lucky  winner  in  a raffle 
and  won  a new  car  for  a Iwo-bit  ticket. 
Now  he  can  take  Bob  Ballantyne’s  chief 
assistant  riding,  being  daughter  Beverly 
. . . Lee  Mischnick,  Dundee  Theatre  man- 
ager, on  Filmrow  and  looking  mighty  pros- 
perous. 

Norm  Olson,  manager  of  the  Royal 
Theatre,  Wisner,  Neb.,  was  in  town  han- 
dling details  in  connection  with  the  recent 
death  of  M.  E.  Schreiber,  Wisner  exhibi- 
tor killed  in  an  auto  crash.  Now  Merlin 
Schreiber  jr.,  l8-year-old  son,  is  seriously 
ill  in  an  Omaha  hospital. 

Phil  Lannon  of  the  Nebraskan  and 
Rivola  theatres,  West  Point,  Neb.,  operates 
a dance  hall  as  a sideline,  our  scout  tells 
us.  Phil  also  raises  high-grade  hogs  as  a 
hobby,  according  to  a sign  we  saw  being 
painted  in  Omaha  . . . Frank  Good,  lowana 
Theatre,  Red  Oak,  la.,  was  in  town. 

Jack  White  of  Quality  Theatre  Supply 
caught  his  hand  in  a fan,  but  is  getting 
along  fine  now.  Jack  is  the  son  of  the 
Quality  owners  and  is  studying  medicine 
. . . Sol  Yeager,  RKO  peddler,  is  back  on 
the  job  now. 

George  Weeks,  Monogram  vice-president 
in  charge  of  sales,  was  here  visiting  Sol 
Francis,  local  franchise  holder.  Monogram 
sales  in  the  Omaha  territory  have  in- 
creased 500  per  cent  over  a year  ago  and 
we’ve  seen  the  figures  to  prove  it.  Since 
Sol  has  had  the  franchise  only  a few 
months,  we  say  congrats! 

Ted  Mendenhall,  Paramount  chief,  is 
building  a shack  on  the  river  near  Omaha 
and  the  confidential  reports  tell  us  it’s 
really  something  . . . Bessie  Halstead,  RKO 
steno,  is  vacationing  in  California. 

Omaha  Variety  Club  will  elect  new  di- 
rectors to  succeed  Roy  Palmquist  of  Uni- 
versal and  Earle  Perkins  of  Warner,  both 
transferred  elsewhere  . . . Irving  Gossick, 
Muse  Theatre,  was  spotted  at  a local  pic- 
nic grounds  the  other  eve,  really  stowing 
away  the  food. 

Sid  McArdle,  UA  shipper,  and  John 
Winn,  Grand  National  booker,  challenged 
Tom  Pilley,  Filmrow  postman,  and  your 
scribe  to  a golf  game  and  for  money,  too. 
The  results  were  very  disastrous  for  Mc- 
Ardle and  Winn  . . . Our  bid  for  the  win- 


"Beau  Geste"  Lead  Lady 
Shies  at  Scarlett  Role 

Minneapolis — Here  to  appear  at  exhibi- 
tor invitation  previews  of  “Beau  Geste,” 
Susan  Hayward,  the  film’s  leading  lady, 
told  local  newspaper  reporters  she’s  glad 
she  didn’t  get  the  role  of  Scarlett  in  “Gone 
With  the  Wind.” 

“I’d  have  had  two  strikes  on  me  if  they 
gave  me  the  part,”  said  Miss  Hayward. 
“Imagine  me,  a beginner,  being  assigned 
the  most  discussed  role  in  film  history.” 

However,  Miss  Hayward  says  she’s 
thankful  she  was  tried  out  for  the  part 
because  it  led  to  the  Paramoimt  assign- 
ment in  “Beau  Geste.”  She  thinks  Gary 
Cooper,  who  played  the  lead  opposite  her, 
is  “marvelous”  because  he’s  so  relaxed  and, 
in  consequence,  “charming.” 

Large  audiences  witnessed  the  “Beau 
Geste”  previews  at  the  Rialto  and  gave 
the  picture  their  enthusiastic  approval. 
Terry  De  Lapp,  Paramount  publicity  de- 
partment head,  accompanied  Miss  Hay- 
ward here. 


Supplies  the  Booth 

Wichita,  Kas. — Projection  room  equip- 
ment for  the  new  Sandi’a  Theatre  opened 
here  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slothower  was  sup- 
plied by  Wesley  Trout,  Enid,  Okla.,  dealer. 


ner  of  the  Variety  Club  golf  tourney:  Lou 
Egart,  Brandeis  Theatre  treasurer. 

Martinas  Biemond,  Ord,  Neb.,  and  Sol 
Slomenski,  Liberty  Theatre,  Loup  City, 
Neb.,  were  in  town.  Exhibitor  Biemond’s 
first  name  was  a much-guarded  secret  un- 
til Boxoffice  learned  it  . . . Roy  E.  Bott, 
Amuzu  Theatre,  Hooper,  Neb.,  also  in 
town.  Earl  Kerr,  Iowa  circuit  owner,  also 
on  Filmrow. 

Mildred  Bickler  of  Warner  celebrated 
her  second  wedding  anniversary  this  week 
. . . Birthdays  included  Ruth  Cogley  and 
Avis  Gill,  both  of  Warner  . . . Eddie  For- 
ester, Omaha  Theatre  manager,  his  llth 
wedding  anniversary. 

Lou  Levy,  Grand  National  manager,  was 
here  doing  double  duty  between  Omaha 
and  Des  Moines  . . . Joe  Jenny,  Malmo, 
Neb.,  operates  five  circuits  covering  30 
Nebraska  towns,  he  told  Boxoffice  . . . 
Davenport  street  still  in  the  throes  of 
WPA  work. 

It’s  strictly  confidential,  but  watch  for 
an  important  change  in  Omaha  during  the 
next  few  weeks.  Sorry  we  can’t  tell  more 
...  A packed  screening  room  was  enthusi- 
astic about  "Each  Dawn  I Die”  from  the 
Warner  layout. 

Frank  Van  Husan’s  pretty  daughter  is 
working  at  Western  Theatre  Supply,  we 
are  told.  Howard  Harvey  is  very  negligent 
about  introductions  . . . Aside  to  all  ex- 
hibitors about  to  visit  Davenport  street: 
That  bright  blue  sports  outfit  is  being 
worn  by  Harry  Shumow,  Metro  boss. 

Filmrow  is  in  a quandary  about  how  to 
distinguish  between  Joe  Jacobs,  new  Co- 
lumbia chief,  and  Joe  Jacobs,  General  Out- 
door Advertising.  Both  are  active  in 
Omaha  Variety  Club.  Prizes  for  the  best 
means  of  proper  identification  are  being 
offered  by  Joe  Jacobs! 
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FOlilllllTIOn  BUfiEliy 


Readers  of  BOXOF7ICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  hove  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  struetural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT4S5  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 
MT523  Theatre  chairs 


MT552 
MT553 
MTS  5 4 
MT555 
MT556 
MT557 
MT558 
MT559 
MT560 
MT561 
MTS  62 
MT563 
MT564 


MTS  2 4 Chair  covers 
MT525  Theatre  carpets 
MT526  Carpet  padding 
MT527  Rubber  matting 
MTS28  Furniture,  lounge 
MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 


MTS30  Fabrics,  decorating  MT569 

MT531  Brass  railings  MT570 

MT532  Rope  railings  MT571 

MTS33  Metal,  ornamental  MTS72 

MT534  Mirrors  MTS73 

MTS3S  Luminous  colors  MTS74 

MT536  Ticket  booths  MTS75 

MTS37  Directional  signs  MTS76 

JITS38  Exit  boxes  MT577 

MTS39  Curtain  controls  MT578 

MTS40  Curtain  tracks  MT579 

MTS41  Curtains,  fireproof  MTS80 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking  MT581 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental  MTS82 

MTS44  Rubber  seat  upholstery  MTS83 


MTS4S  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings  MTS84 

MT585 

MT586 

MT587 

MTS8g 

LIGHTING 


Lumlllne  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 

MT551  Colored  lamps  PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT6‘12  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT66  4 Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MTfiGG  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MTG78  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  7-29-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  ®n  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  Incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Paper  in  Cleveland  Eight  New  Houses  Slated  to 
Boosls  Ad  Rates  Bow  in  Michigan  in  August 


Cleveland — Local  theatre  owners,  faced 
with  increased  film  costs  and  the  inclu- 
sion of  films  in  the  state  sales  tax  classifi- 
cation, are  now  confronted  with  a boost 
in  newspaper  advertising  rates. 

Before  a group  of  affiliated  and  inde- 
pendent theatre  representatives,  W.  C. 
Coutney,  advertising  manager  of  the  Press, 
set  forth  his  proposed  new  rates,  effective 
as  present  contracts  expire. 

The  proposed  rate  is  an  advance  of  25 
per  cent  to  downtown  houses  and  9 per 
cent  to  subsequent  independent  houses  us- 
ing the  classified  theatre  directory. 

Specifically,  for  downtown  houses,  the 
current  rate  of  28  cents  a line  is  boosted 
to  35  cents.  Current  rate  for  the  classified 
motion  picture  directory  is  27I/2  cents  per 
line  with  a three-inch  minimum.  Proposed 
new  rate  is  30  cents  per  line  with  a one- 
inch  minimum. 

A reduction  is  offered  to  houses  playing 
a combination  motion  picture  and  vaude- 
ville program.  The  current  rate  of  28 
cents  per  line  for  that  portion  of  an  ad 
referring  to  pictures  is  28  cents  a line,  the 
same  as  for  straight  picture  houses,  and 
47  cents  a line  for  that  portion  of  the  ad 
referring  to  vaudeville.  The  Press  now  pro- 
poses a flat  vaude-film  rate  to  combination 
houses  of  421/2  cents  per  inch. 

In  1932,  the  Press  took  a voluntary  cut 
in  film  advertising  rates.  The  proposed 
new  schedule  is  a reinstatement  of  the  old 
scale  and  is  established  on  the  basis  of  an 
alleged  increase  in  the  paper’s  circulation. 

Coutney  states  the  rates  have  been 
boosted  similarly  to  all  types  of  advertisers. 

Present  at  the  meeting  of  theatre  own- 
ers at  which  Coutney  presented  the  pro- 
posed new  rates,  were  Nat  Holt,  RKO  divi- 
sion manager;  Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone 
manager;  Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  Loew  divi- 
sion manager,  all  representing  the  affili- 
ated circuit  houses;  Ernest  Schwartz, 
president  of  the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture 
Exhibitors  Ass’n,  and  G.  W.  Erdmann, 
association  secretary,  representing  the  in- 
dependent subsequent  rim  houses. 


EHort  to  Modify  Curfew 
Regulations  in  Detroit 

Detroit — A change  in  theatre  curfew 
regulations  “in  fairness  to  customers”  is 
being  sought  by  local  exhibitors.  Coopera- 
tive Theatres  of  Michigan,  through 
Thomas  McGuire,  new  contact  man  for 
the  organization,  are  asking  the  city  coun- 
cil to  amend  existing  ordinances  to  exempt 
married  persons. 

Under  the  present  ruling,  minors  are 
forbidden  to  attend  theatres  between  2 
and  6 a.  m.  This  rule  affects  a number  of 
married  women  under  21  and  has  proved 
embarrassing  to  theatre  operators. 


Closes  for  Summer 

Whitehouse,  Ohio — The  Empress  here, 
operated  by  F.  J.  Sipher,  has  been  closed 
for  the  summer.  It  will  be  renovated. 


Detroit — A checkup  of  theatre  open- 
ings slated  for  next  month  shows  that 
Michigan  will  have  eight  new  houses  in 
August.  This  octet  is  almost  without 
precedent  in  Michigan  in  recent  years. 
Two  are  in  Detroit  suburbs,  four  others 
within  60  miles  of  here,  and  the  other  two 
farther  upstate. 

Most  of  the  new  houses  are  compara- 
tively small  and  for  smaller  cities,  al- 
though one  is  in  Flint.  Five,  those  listed 
for  Blissfield,  Beaverton,  Charlotte,  Milan 
and  Van  Dyke,  are  expected  to  replace 
older  houses,  so  no  overseating  problem 
is  likely  to  arise. 

While  the  total  investment  in  each  house 
is  small  on  the  average,  the  total  sum  of 
the  building  jobs  is  a sizable  one.  Sev- 
eral of  the  new  houses  will  be  entirely  new 
structures  and  the  others  are  being  re- 
modeled from  commercial  buildings. 


MPTO  Looking  Forward 
To  Record  Corn  Roast 

Pittsburgh — The  biggest  turnout  to  date 
is  expected  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Herman,  Carnegie 
theatre  owner  and  chairman  of  local 
MPTO  board  of  directors,  at  the  annual 
corn  roast  to  be  held  at  his  farm  Sunday 
afternoon  and  evening,  August  6. 

Tony  Vincent  is  in  charge  of  the  roast- 
ing ears  and  Harry  Myers  of  the  soft 
drink  counter.  Fred  J.  Herrington  is  in 
charge  of  tickets,  available  at  $1.50,  for 
this  annual  stag  outing. 


The  eight  theatres,  their  owners  and 
dates  of  scheduled  opening  are: 

Flatroc,  Flat  Rock;  John  Vlochos; 
August  15. 

Milan,  Milan;  W.  H.  Storl;  Au- 
gust 15. 

Bliss,  Blissfield;  F.  H.  Guy;  Au- 
gust 10. 

Flint,  Flint:  Willard  Johnson;  Au- 
gust 15. 

B,  Charlotte:  Cass  Beechler;  Au- 
gust 15. 

Garden  City,  Garden  City;  Walter 
D.  Shafer;  August  12. 

Motor  City,  Van  Dyke;  William 
Schulte;  August  15. 

Gem,  Beaverton;  James  Methner. 

In  addition.  Ashman  Bros,  are  reopen- 
ing their  remodeled  Strand  at  Caro, 
August  15. 


Liberty  in  Bentleyville  Is 
Undergoing  Remodeling 

Bentleyville,  Pa. — The  old  Liberty  here 
is  being  remodeled  for  opening  by  mid- 
September,  Matteo  Faenza  announces. 
Closed  ten  years,  the  building  will  be  prac- 
tically rebuilt. 

Faenza  manages  the  Roosevelt  here  and 
the  Roosevelt  at  Republic,  Pa.,  where  he 
resides.  The  Liberty  here,  to  seat  250,  will 
be  booked  by  Faenza’s  assistant,  Joseph  L. 
Fechek. 

The  project  is  expected  to  be  completed 
within  45  days. 


Helm  ITO  of  West  Virginia  Meet — 

The  first  annual  convention  of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  West 
Virginia  will  he  staged  at  Clarksburg,  September  26,  according  to  Danny 
Davis,  secretary.  The  one-day  convention,  which  will  include  at  least  one 
important  business  session,  will  be  held  at  the  Waldo  Hotel.  A banquet  will 
be  featured  in  the  evening.  ITO  of  West  Virginia  voted  affiliation  with 
national  Allied  several  months  ago.  The  organizatio-n’s  officers,  starting  at 
the  left  are  R.  J.  Hiehle,  Parkersburg , president;  Danny  Davis,  Lumberport, 
secretary;  Richard  Marks,  Clarksburg , vice-president;  Garland  West,  Buck- 
hannon,  treasurer. 
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Carl  Buermele  Sees 
Singles  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Single  bills  in  most  local 
houses  are  “likely”  in  the  near  future,  ac- 
cording to  Carl  Buermele,  general  man- 
ager of  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Michigan. 
Nearly  all  theatres  here  now  dual,  but 
sentiment  for  singles,  as  previously  re- 
ported in  Boxoffice,  is  strong  among  ex- 
hibitors and  the  general  public. 

Duals  have  been  discussed  in  recent 
weeks  by  directors  of  Coop,  who  represent 
most  of  the  leading  independent  circuits, 
Buermele  discloses,  and  action  may  be 
taken  by  some  of  the  leading  neighbor- 
hood exhibitors  as  a result. 

Admission  prices  also  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  numerous  reports  in  recent  weeks, 
some  holding  that  a move  to  raise  prices  is 
likely,  others  that  a cut  in  prices  is  prob- 
able in  view  of  bad  business.  Buermele 
says:  “Despite  all  rumors  to  the  contrary, 
no  Cooperative  theatres  are  even  con- 
templating any  change  in  their  admission 
prices.” 

New  Theatre  May  Go  Up 
In  New  Castle.  Pa, 

New  Castle,  Pa. — This  city  may  have  a 
new  theatre  as  the  result  of  the  sale  and 
transfer  of  the  Fountain  Inn  Hotel,  it  is 
learned. 

The  four-story  building  has  been  sold  to 
Speer  Marousis,  veteran  exhibitor,  who  is 
considering  converting  the  first  floor  into 
a modern  theatre. 

Fountain  Inn  Hotel,  located  on  Diamond 
Square,  faces  on  East  Washington  St.,  ex- 
tending to  Market  St.,  the  building  being 
54  feet  wide  and  180  feet  deep. 

Hotel  and  theatre  architects  are  sub- 
mitting plans  for  remodeling  and  mod- 
ernizing the  building.  The  hotel  is  prac- 
tically across  the  street  from  Marousis’ 
Regent  Theatre. 

Marousis  stated  he  would  make  a com- 
plete study  of  plans  submitted  before  he 
could  make  a decision  as  to  the  possibili- 
ties of  converting  the  first  floor  into  a 
theatre.  Definitely,  however,  he  will 
modernize  the  hotel  floors  above  street 
level. 

Slight  Improvement  Noted 
In  Cleveland  Territory 

Cleveland — The  past  week  showed  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  picture  busi- 
ness throughout  the  territory.  Exhibitors 
substituted  the  word  “fair”  for  “lousy” 
when  buttonholed  for  a statement. 

A cool  weekend  contributed  to  the  up- 
swing. Also  a run  of  better  pictures. 


Sink  Second  Well 

Mahoningtown,  Pa. — A second  55-foot 
well  has  been  sunk  in  the  basement  of  the 
Crescent  Theatre  for  use  as  a spray-water 
cooling  system.  The  first  was  not  giving 
proper  satisfaction,  according  to  Louis 
Peretta,  manager. 


Michigan  Oiiicials 
Shy  at  Proposal 

Detroit — State  officials  were  plainly 
hesitant  when  Michigan  was  selected 
as  the  subject  of  a safety  film  to  be 
made  by  the  federal  bureau  of  roads. 
The  state  administrative  board  deferred 
action  on  the  proposal,  while  Dr.  Eu- 
gene B.  Elliott,  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  approved  it  with  the 
proviso  that  the  board  would  have  the 
right  to  censor  the  film. 


Matinee  Experiment 
Is  Tried  by  UDT 

Detroit — A new  experiment  designed  to 
draw  in  summer  time  trade  is  being  un- 
dertaken by  United  Detroit  Theatres  at 
two  neighborhood  houses. 

Reversing  the  usual  method  of  cutting 
down  the  number  of  shows  during  the  hot 
months,  UDT,  on  the  contrary,  is  starting 
Wednesday  matinees.  The  shows  will  be 
tried  out  in  two  remotely  separated  subur- 
ban houses,  the  Norwest  and  the  Alger. 

General  trend  locally  is  to  cut  out  mati- 
nees. Wisper  & Wetsman’s  Roosevelt  has 
dropped  them.  In  other  cases,  houses 
have  shut  down  two  or  three  days  a week. 

UDT,  in  banking  on  increased  business 
by  running  still  more  shows,  is  appealing 
particularly  to  children. 

RCA  and  Brenkert  Deals 
Announced  by  Langford 

Cleveland  — L.  P.  Langford  of  Oliver 
Theatre  Supply  announces  his  organiza- 
tion has  taken  over  distribution  of  RCA 
sound  equipment  and  also  distribution  of 
the  new  Brenkert  35mm  projector  which 
claims  to  offer  an  innovation  in  projection 
efficiency  to  the  industry. 

James  Mullins  also  continues  as  RCA 
sound  sales  representative  and  will  main- 
tain his  present  office  in  the  Keith  Bldg, 
as  formerly. 


Equipment  Replacements 
Show  Signs  of  Pickup 

Cleveland — Theatre  equipment  replace- 
ments, which  slowed  down  during  the 
summer,  are  beginning  to  pick  up.  L.  P. 
Langford  of  Oliver  Theatre  Supply  reports 
he  has  installed  two  Brenkert  copper  oxide 
rectifiers  at  the  Hilliard  Square  Theatre 
and  has  added  rear  shutters  and  other  new 
improvements  to  its  present  Motiograph 
projector. 

The  Imperial  has  also  installed  the  same 
type  of  Brenkert  rectifiers.  Both  houses 
belong  to  the  Associated  Theatres  circuit. 


Two  for  Skirballs 

Bryan,  Ohio — The  Skirball  Bros,  of 
Cleveland  will  erect  a 750-seat  theatre 
here,  to  cost  approximately  $100,000,  which 
will  open  this  fall.  The  Skirballs  also  will 
construct  a similar  house  in  Massillon. 


Louis  Krieger  Back 
To  Dislribution 

Pittsburgh — A pioneer  film  man  has 
returned  to  the  distributing  field  with  the 
opening  of  International  Picture  Distribut- 
ing Co.  here  at  1022  Forbes  St. 

Louis  Krieger,  manager  for  the  local 
and  Cleveland  zones,  opened  one  of  the 
first  film  exchanges  here  31  years  ago, 
the  Duquesne  Amusement  Supply  Co., 
which  was  located  in  the  Bakewell  Bldg. 
It  was  about  the  same  time  that  Richard 
A.  Rowland  opened  the  Calcium  Light  Co. 

Krieger  had  engaged  in  the  clothing 
business  prior  to  entering  the  film  indus- 
try. The  pioneer  sold  his  supply  company 
to  General  Film  Co.  sorne  years  later  and 
returned  to  the  clothing  business. 

Krieger  has  lined  up  a dozen  attractive 
film  productions  and  is  now  selling  an 
outstanding  documentary  release,  “Crisis,” 
or  “The  Rape  of  Czechoslovakia,”  a Her- 
bert Kline  production. 

Krieger  is  also  offering  “Mayerling”  and 
“Grand  Illusion.” 


Steam  Signs  Up  Circuits 
For  UA's  New  Product 

Cleveland — Bert  Steam,  United  Artists 
district  manager,  is  back  in  town  with  a 
sheaf  of  new  1939-40  contract  deals  cov- 
ering the  largest  circuits  in  the  Indian- 
apolis and  Pittsburgh  territory. 

In  Indianapolis  he  closed  a 100  per  cent 
deal  with  the  Affiliated  circuit  covering 
20  theatres,  the  Mailers  circuit  covering 
five  theatres,  the  Rembusch  circuit  cov- 
ering three  theatres  and  the  Dolle  circuit, 
comprising  six  theatres  operated  by  the 
Fourth  Avenue  Amusement  Co. 

Pittsburgh  circuit  situations  closed  to 
date  include  the  Shea  houses  in  Buffalo 
and  the  Scott  circuit  involving  12  situa- 
tions. 

Steam  also  closed  a new  contract  deal 
with  Chris  Velas  for  five  houses  in  Ohio 
and  two  in  the  Pittsbui’gh  area. 

Warner  has  closed  a national  deal  for 
United  Artists  product  in  all  situations. 


Operating  Fate  of  UDT 
Is  a Question  Mark 

Detroit — The  operating  fate  of  United 
Detroit  Theatres  remains  a big  question 
mark  and  the  focal  point  of  interest  for 
the  local  trade,  with  the  return  of  Leonard 
Goldenson,  Paramount  executive  handling 
the  situation,  to  New  York.  Probability  is 
no  decision  will  be  made  for  several  weeks, 
according  to  informed  sources. 


Controls  12  Units 

Cincinnati  — Following  severance  of 
marital  relations,  it  is  reported  Mrs.  Ethel 
Chesbrough  will  have  full  control  of  12 
of  the  14  houses  listed  as  the  Chesbrough 
Circuit,  Columbus.  William  Chesbrough, 
her  former  husband  and  partner  will  con- 
trol the  booking  for  the  Empress  and  the 
Salem,  both  colored  houses,  at  Dayton, 
Ohio. 
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Close  Catholic  Eye 
On  the  Industry 

Pittsburgh — 'The  Pittsburgh  Catholic, 
official  organ  of  the  diocese,  is  still 
“Watching  the  Movies,”  as  evidenced  by 
the  following  editorial  which  appeared  in 
the  July  20  edition: 

“Five  years  have  passed  since  the  Legion 
of  Decency  brought  about  the  elimination 
from  the  motion  picture  of  the  flagrant 
immorality  with  which  it  had  for  a decade 
flooded  the  country  and  the  world  un- 
checked. With  the  Legion  still  active,  the 
film  industry  no  longer  offends  as  it  did 
in  1925-34;  Hollywood  has  modified  its 
formula  so  that  its  productions,  in  a large 
percentage,  ‘pass’  the  requirements  of  the 
code  set  up  in  response  to  the  demands 
of  decency.  Movie  magnates  boast  of  this 
‘cleanliness’  and  proclaim  that  because 
few  pictures  today  receive  outright  con- 
demnation, from  the  moral  standpoint, 
the  industry  has  become  a great  educa- 
tional and  uplifting  force. 

“But  watching  the  movies,  as  they  as- 
sume a definite  pattern  after  the  denuncia- 
tions of  the  recent  past,  and  after  the 
quieting  down  of  some  of  the  extrava- 
gances that  were  long  associated  with  the 
industry,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  they  are  far 
from  being  the  helpful,  or  even  the  harm- 
less, influence  that  their  defenders  claim. 
The  films  teach  their  lessons  to  far  more 
pupils  than  do  the  schools,  but  they  are 
not  good  lessons;  they  paint  a picture  of 
life  that  is  artificial,  distorted,  unwhole- 
some; if  an  occasional  film  appears  that 
is  free  from  these  harmful  qualities  it 
serves  only  to  emphasize  how  uniformly 
the  others  adhere  to  the  standard,  un- 
healthy pattern.  The  films  set  the  fashions 
in  dress,  and  they  are  not  admirable;  the 
films  establish  the  general  attitude  toward 
marriage  and  domestic  life,  and  who  will 
say  that  attitude  is  not  deteriorating 
steadily;  film  ‘romances’  and  ‘crime  plays’ 
all  carry  an  atmosphere  of  sentimentality 
and  emotionalism  that  is  distinctly  bad 
when  attempts  are  made,  as  they  are 
made,  to  transfer  it  into  everyday  life. 

“Apart  even  from  its  productions,  the 
movie  industry  in  the  conduct  of  its  busi- 
ness affairs  reveals  itself  as  a harmful, 
dangerous  influence.  Monopolistic,  ruth- 
less methods  in  dealing  with  competitors 
and  ‘independent’  exhibitors;  salaries  that 
pass  all  bounds  of  justification;  resort  to 
prize  contests  and  other  forms  of  near- 
gambling that  have  no  place  in  any  legiti- 
mate business  enterprise;  these  are  some 
of  the  features  of  the  industry  that  indi- 
cate its  possibilities  for  harm.  Resistance 
to  the  demoralizing  influence  of  the  film 
industry  must  be  cultivated;  counteracting 
forces,  in  or  out  of  the  movies,  must  be 
encouraged  or  developed,  or  we  shall  find 
that  in  watching  the  movies  we  are  watch- 
ing the  disintegration  of  society.” 


May  Move  Radio  Station 

Akron,  Ohio — Allen  T.  Simmons,  for- 
merly owner  of  the  Allen  Theatre  here,  is 
considering  moving  his  radio  station 
WADC  equipment,  now  located  at  nearby 
Tallmadge,  eight  miles  north  of  that  town. 


]y[ARTIN  PRINTZ  of  the  Alhambra, 
booked  four-day  engagements  of 
“Tumbleweeds”  and  held  it  a full  week  by 
boxoffice  demand.  This  is  the  William  S. 
Hart  picture  released  in  this  territory 
through  Big  Feature  Rights  Exchanges, 
Inc. 

Barrett  Kiesling,  M-G-M’s  ambassador 
of  goodwill,  was  guest  of  honor  and  chief 
spokesman  at  a luncheon  last  Thursday  at 
the  Statler  Hotel,  to  which  the  leading 
local  theatre  owners  were  invited.  John  J. 
Maloney,  district  manager,  and  Frank 
Drew,  branch  manager,  were  hosts.  Kies- 
ling “sold”  the  1939-40  M-G-M  product  to 
the  boys  via  a detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
gram . . . R.  O.  Flemm  officially  took  over 
the  Tivoli  Theatre,  Akron,  as  of  July  12. 

Nativa  Roberts,  for  the  fourth  consecu- 
tive year,  entertained  the  entire  M-G-M 
personnel  at  her  country  home  in  Ver- 
million . . . Harry  LaVine,  Republic  dis- 
trict manager,  held  a sales  meeting  here 
and  then  went  home  to  Philadelphia  to 
get  acquainted  with  his  wife  and  two  sons 
from  whom  he  had  been  absent  some  five 
weeks. 

Harry  Brown  jr.  is  no  longer  manager  of 
the  Highla?id  in  Akron.  He  turned  the  keys 
over  to  Ray  Essick  and  went  over  to  At- 
lantic  City  for  a vacation  before  settling 
down  to  another  theatre  job. 

One  of  the  ironies  of  fate — Ed  Huegle 
of  Loew’s  art  and  advertising  department, 
driving  a Bantam  automobile  in  the  re- 
cent Lakewood  parade  accompanied  by  a 
beautiful  blonde  and  greeted  with  “Hello, 
Daddy”  from  the  five  little  Huegles,  who 
were  on  the  sidelines  . . . Visitors  included 
Harry  Reinhart  of  Canton,  Earl  Seitz  of 
Sandusky,  and  Jack  Gutilla  of  DeGraff. 

Harry  Thompson,  Schine  booker,  went 
east  on  a “vacation”  which,  it  is  reported, 
had  as  its  object,  matrimony.  Following  a 
honeymoo7i  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  they 
will  make  their  home  in  Bellefontaine  . . . 
Warner’s  “Daughters  Courageous”  enjoyed 
a three-week  run  in  Cleveland,  two  weeks 
at  the  Hippodrome  and  a move-over  at 
the  Allen. 

Ted  Vermes  of  the  Eclair  Theatre,  isn’t 
wearing  that  smile  because  business  has 
taken  a sudden  turn  for  the  better,  but 
because  his  27-month-old  daughter  now 
has  a brand  new  brother.  All,  including  the 
father,  are  doing  well. 

Hat  Lefton,  Sam  Gorrel,  Al  Gregg  and 
all  of  the  local  Republic  outfit  sent  their 
best  wishes  to  Herbert  Yates  and  to  Re- 
public’s ace  star.  Gene  Autry,  for  a happy 
crossing  to  England  and  for  a repetition  of 
their  Americaii  success  on  the  other  side 
of  the  pond.  They  sailed  July  26  for  a per- 
sonal appearance  tour  of  the  British  Isles. 

Julius  Bossel,  assistant  booker  at  the 
local  Republic  exchange,  and  Miss  Marion 
Wasserman  of  this  city,  selected  August 
27  as  the  date  on  which  they  will  make 
their  “I  Do”  pledge. 

Fred  Meyers,  director  of  publicity  and 
advertising  for  the  Cleveland  Public  Li- 
brary, returns  August  2 from  California 


where  he  went  to  see  how  pictures  are  made 
. . . W.  Ward  Marsh,  film  editor  of  the 
Plain  Dealer,  is  in  Hollywood  gathering 
that  personal  touch  and  first-hand  infor- 
mation 011  the  1939-40  product. 

LeRoy  Kendis  of  Exhibitors  Poster  Ser- 
vice Co.  was  in  New  York  giving  the  Fair 
the  onceover  . . . Ralph  Schaffer  of  the 
Park,  Mansfield,  is  vacationing  in  Ber- 
muda . . . Society  note;  Shirley  Greenber- 
ger,  daughter  of  Henry  Greenberger  of  the 
Lefkowich-Greenberger  circuit,  has  an- 
nounced her  engagement  to  Earl  Rogoff 
of  this  city. 

Nat  Lefton’s  son,  Benson,  recently 
graduated  from  the  School  of  Architecture 
of  the  University  of  Virginia,  is  now  in  the 
office  of  George  Burroughs,  local  archi- 
tect, who  specializes  in  theatre  construc- 
tion . . . L.  P.  Langford  of  Oliver  Theatre 
Supply,  Inc.,  denies  the  report  the  De- 
troit office,  in  charge  of  Ernest  H.  Forbes, 
is  closed.  The  office  is  open  and  doing 
business,  as  usual. 

The  question  of  the  day  on  Filmrow  is 
“Who  is  the  Simon  Legree  of  the  Film 
Golfers?”  Originally  rumored  and  later 
confirmed  by  one  of  the  foursome  is  the 
tale  that  one  of  our  better  known  exhibi- 
tors who  shoots  a par  at  the  Beechmont 
Country  Club,  recently  threw  his  spoon 
further  than  he  drove  his  ball  and  then 
blamed  it  on  his  caddy.  The  caddy  later 
called  his  bet  and  told  him  what  to  do 
with  his  bag  of  sticks  as  he  walked  off  the 
course. 


CRISIS 

THE  RAPE  OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Startling  Graphic  Picture  Leading  Up 
to  the  Nazi  Aggression  in  the  Sudeten- 
land  and  Czechoslovakia. 

Dialogue  by  Vincent  Sheean  and 
Spoken  by  Lief  Erikson. 


Successfully  Played  by  Warner  Bros, 
and  Other  Leading:  Circuits. 


INTERNATIONAL  PICTURES 
DISTRIBUTING  CO.,  Inc. 

LOUIS  KRIEGER,  Manager 
Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland  Zones 

Office  Phone:  ATlantic  6039 
Kes.  Phone;  CHurchill  6349 

1033  Forbes  Street  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


“MAYEKFING”  and  “GRAND  lEFUSION” 
(Prize  Winning  Photoplays)  NOW  AVAIL- 
ABEE. 
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JOHNNY  HARRIS  is  assembling  a new 
^ team  to  carry  the  Pittsburgh  Hornets’ 
colors  in  the  hockey  league  this  winter  . . . 
Joe  Delisi,  Nanty  Glo  exhibitor,  is  at  work 
again  after  a Canadian  vacation  and  a lot 
of  fishing  . . . It’s  a girl  at  the  M.  Proc- 
tors, the  Chicora  exhibitor  stated  as  he 
passed  cigars  the  other  day  . . . Moe  Levy, 
Roger  Ferri  and  Edgar  Moss  were  visitors 
at  the  20th-Fox  exchange  for  the  first  of 
the  seventh  annual  Kent  drive  sessions  . . . 
Lyle  Harding,  manager  of  WB’s  Sheridan 
Square,  is  much  improved  after  a serious 
illness  at  Montefiore  Hospital  . . . Harry 
F.  Grelle  will  handle  a new  exploitation  at- 
traction, “Forbidden  Adventure.” 

M.  Akselrad,  McKees  Rocks  theatre 
manager,  has  returned  from  Philadelphia 
where  he  took  his  son  for  treatment  of  a 
serious  eye  affliction  . . . We  got  a big 
kiek  out  of  a recent  screening  of  the  Billy 
Conn-Melio  Bettina  fight  pietures.  The 
film  is  the  next-best-thing  to  a ringside 
seat  which  would  have  involved  a trip  to 
New  York  plus  other  expenses.  Irving  Dietz 
and  George  “B”  Josack  are  busy  filling 
dates  for  this  picture  and  there  is  still  a 
demand  for  the  Louis-Galento  films  . . . 
Our  sympathy  to  the  William  H.  Walker 
family  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Walker’s 
mother. 

Dick  Brown,  manager  of  the  WB  Row- 
land, Wilkinsburg,  is  vacationing  in  At- 
lantic City.  Harold  Banks,  Brown’s  as- 
sistant, vacationed  last  week  . . . Art  Mor- 
rone’s  name  was  unintentionally  omitted 
from  the  list  of  prize  donors  for  the  Va- 
riety Club’s  golf  tournament.  His  prize 
was  a fine  gent’s  traveling  kit  and  was  won 
by  Joe  Misrach.  Morrone  will  serve  as 
King  for  the  Day  at  the  Monday  Variety 
Club  dinner,  August  7 . . . Joe  Hanna,  20th- 
Fox  booker,  vacationed  this  week  in  Ken- 
tucky . . . Mrs.  Fred  J.  Herrington  visited 
the  World’s  Fair  this  week  . . . Dave 


COMING! 

A Picture  That  Dares  to 
Expose  the  Insidious 


Assassin 
of  YOU  W 

Distributed  by 

MONOGRAM  PICTURES  Inc. 

Mark  Goldman,  Mgr. 

86  Van  Braam  Street  — ATlantic  3635 
PITTSBURGH 


Broudy,  Stanley’s  orchestra  leader,  is  get- 
ting in  a lot  of  golfing  awaiting  the  open- 
ing of  stage  shows  at  the  theatre  (which 
may  not  be  until  after  Labor  Day). 

A new  contract  was  signed  here  for  the 
return  of  the  Screen  Guild  Theatre  radio 
show  on  the  Columbia  network,  the  new 
season  to  open  Sunday,  September  24. 
Film  stars  again  will  donate  their  services 
and  the  program  sponsors  (Gulf  Oil  Co.) 
will  donate  $10,000  for  each  broadcast  to 
the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund.  It  is  ex- 
pected enough  money  will  be  aecumulated 
at  the  conclusion  of  next  season’s  broad- 
casts to  build  the  Home  dreamed  of  for 
sick  and  invalid  actors  and  actresses. 

Variety  Club’s  outing  at  Camp  O’Con- 
nell, Monday,  July  31,  will  find  many 
guests  present  along  with  a large  turnout 
of  Barkers.  Harry  Kalmine  is  in  charge 
of  activities,  including  the  dinner  which 
replaces  the  regular  Monday  dinner  at  the 
club  ...  A number  of  sportsmen  of  Film- 
row  and  the  local  industry  are  supporting 
the  Dapper  Dan  open  golf  tournament,  for 
charity,  scheduled  for  Wildwood  Country 
Club,  August  10-12  . . . Gabe  Rubin  has 
lined  up  a strong  group  of  foreign  pictures 
for  the  new  season  at  his  Art  Cinema.  He 
has  been  playing  domestic  reissues  this 
summer,  but  will  get  back  to  the  regular 
foreign  film  policy  around  Labor  Day. 

Loeal  radio  stations  voted  with  others 
of  the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters 
in  notifying  Ascap  that  in  the  future  they 
will  pay  only  for  music  used  and  that  they 
will  no  longer  pay  a fixed  annual  license 
fee  to  that  group.  Supporting  the  Broad- 
casters’ vote  on  “the  American  way  of  buy- 
ing what  we  need  and  paying  for  what  we 
use”  as  against  the  license  system  were 
Sherman  Gregory  of  KDKA;  Leonard  Kap- 
ner  of  WCAE;  Ken  Brerinan  of  WJAS; 
Frank  Smith  of  WWSW,  and  John  Louck 
of  KQV. 

Barry  Theatre  is  scheduled  to  reopen 
September  1 . . . Fulton  relights  the  sec- 
ond week  in  August  with  “Second  Fiddle” 
and  the  Senator’s  policy  in  the  fall  may 
include  vaudeville  . . . For  six  Monday 
nights  the  Stanley  will  offer  a stage  fea- 
ture in  the  form  of  the  Dr.  I.  Q.  Quiz 
half-hour  national  radio  show  which 
WCAE  will  feed  to  the  networks  . . . 
Roger  McKelvey,  veteran  projectionist,  has 
filed  petitions  for  the  Republican  nomina- 
tion for  city  coimcil  . . . Television  was 
big  news  here  just  five  weeks  ago,  as  it 
has  been  on  occasion  for  many  years,  but 
it  seems  the  cycle  has  passed  by  again. 
It’s  not  even  news  at  present  . . . Added 
attraction  at  the  MPTO  corn  roast:  Fred 
Solomon  in  person.  (It’s  a promise). 

The  M.  A.  Rosenbergs  are  home  after 
vaeationing  at  Conneaut  and  Erie  . . . 
Floyd  Bender  reported  he  saw  Jimmy 
Nash,  Harry  Rachiele  and  Jake  Valdenzer 
at  Geneva-on-the-Lake.  When  Floyd  re- 
turned, his  uncle,  Louis  Bender,  headed  for 
the  same  place  . . . William  Sharpe,  ad 
sales  supervisor  for  Paramount,  is  work- 
ing here  with  Bob  Clark,  local  ad  sales 
manager  . . . Mr.  Chear  of  Raspin  Produc- 
tion Co.  was  here  in  the  interest  of  “Are 
We  Civilized?”  and  was  in  conference  with 


Milt  Lefton  . . . Joe  Trivoli’s  Filmrow  ga- 
rage was  held  up.  An  attendant  was  tied  to 
a car,  the  cash  on  hand  was  taken  and 
the  robber  made  his  getaway  in  Irving 
(20th  Fox)  Stein’s  car.  Several  days  later 
Irving  located  the  car  in  the  Oakland  dis- 
trict. 

Saul  Kleinerman,  assistant  to  Mark 
Browar  at  the  Roosevelt  Theatre,  and 
Miss  Rae  Levy  will  be  united  in  marriage, 
Sunday,  July  30  . . . Next  Sunday,  August 
6,  is  the  date  which  Eli  Kauffman  and 
Miss  Rose  Rosenfeld  have  set  for  their 
marriage.  Bride-to-be  is  a niece  of  David 
Rosenfeld,  manager  of  Independent  Dis- 
play Co.,  and  she  is  a sister  of  Jack  and 
Davie  Rosenfeld,  also  of  Independent.  The 
groom,  associated  with  the  same  com- 
pany, is  a brother  of  Joseph  R.  Kauffman, 
New  Universal  manager  at  Cleveland,  and 
Morris  Kauffman,  former  local  exhibitor 
and  well  known  in  the  local  trade. 

Pinch-hitting  the  other'  day  for  Kaspar 
Monahan,  Press  theatre  editor,  William 
Boehnel,  who  does  the  picture  stuff  for  the 
New  York  World-Telegram,  stuck  his  head 
out  and  named  the  ten  personalities  most 
important  in  Hollywood.  He  selected  Shir- 
ley Temple,  Deanna  Durbin,  Frank  Capra, 
Bryan  Foy,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Walt  Disney, 
Jack  Warner,  Darryl  Zanuck,  Spencer 
Tracy  and  Bette  Davis  . . . Ruth  Willock 
of  Carrick,  last  year’s  “Miss  Western 
Pennsylvania,”  was  named  “Miss  Penn- 
sylvania of  1939”  at  the  Lions  Interna- 
tional convention  and  she  will  go  to  At- 
lantic City  for  the  second  successive  year 
to  seek  the  title  of  “Miss  America”  at 
George  D.  Tyson’s  annual  beauty  pageant. 

Lou  Hanna,  Republic  booker,  is  vaca- 
tioning at  Provincetown,  Mass.  . . . The 
Mark  Goldmans  caught  up  with  the  Wil- 
liam Finkels  and  Mrs.  Larry  Katz  in  At- 
lantic City  . . . Eddie  Auger,  RCA’s  genial 
field  man,  was  here  with  Bill  Jervis  . . . 
L.  C.  Haughton  has  returned  from  his 
vacation,  as  has  Joe  Feldman  . . . W.  R. 
Stich,  state  manager  for  Artkraft  mar- 
quees and  displays,  who  resides  at  Spang- 
ler, is  a candidate  for  a Republican  nomi- 
nation for  Blair  county  commissioner  . . . 
Mrs.  Peter  ProfUi  was  back  on  the  job 
this  week  booking  for  the  Profili  theatres 
at  Vestaburg  and  Fredericktown  after  a 
five-week  vacation  which  included  visits 
to  both  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  and 
the  San  Francisco  Exposition,  plus  a side 
trip  to  Hollywood. 

Burton  Jones  was  here  in  connection 
with  exploitation  for  “Assassin  of  Youth,” 
which  is  being  distributed  by  Monogram 
. . . The  Jack  Judds  returned  from  their 
vacation  which  was  spent  in  Cleveland  . . . 
William  Serrao,  Arnold  exhibitor,  has  re- 
turned to  theatre  duties  following  his 
honeymoon  which  included  an  extended 
Canadian  trip  and  a visit  at  the  World’s 
Fair  . . . The  Jimmy  Totmans  will  vaca- 
tion at  Kane,  Pa.,  and  get  in  a lot  of  fish- 
ing now  that  B.  F.  “Dinty”  Moore,  another 
WB  executive,  has  returned  from  a Cana- 
dian fishing  expedition  . . . Many  friends 
here  grieved  the  death  of  Raymond  Stan- 
ley Sugden,  52,  professionally  known  as 
“Tampa  the  Magician,”  who  passed  away 
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in  St.  Francis  Hospital  after  a long  illness. 

Vacationing  this  week  are  Mrs.  Rae 
Bresnick  (Miss  “L”)  and  John  Navoney  of 
Paramount;  Minnie  Gable  of  this  office 
returned  to  work  minus  her  tonsils  . . . 
Joe  Ornstein,  20th-Pox  cashier,  is  in  New 
York  for  two  weeks  visiting  his  brother, 
Bill  Ornstein  of  Boxoffice  . . . Also  on 
leave  are  Cecelia  Guehl  of  Monogram;  Vic- 
toria Cooke  and  John  Mayer  of  M-G-M; 
John  Schultz,  Republic;  Dell  Snyder,  In- 
dependent Display;  Jeanette  Simpson, 
Monarch  . . . Next  week’s  list  includes  Miss 
Sylvia  Zeisel  and  Max  Shabason  of 
M-G-M.  Stanley  Lieberfarb  of  Monarch, 
Harry  Rees  of  UA  and  Dora  Foster  of 
Independent  are  among  those  who  have 
returned  from  summer  holidays. 

City  council  has  a proposed  ordinance 
increasing  the  annual  license  fee  on  pin- 
hall  machines  from  $1  to  $25.  Mayor  Scul- 
ly introduced  the  measure.  Machines  vend- 
ing articles  of  merchandise  would  continue 
to  pay  the  $1  a year  fee.  Under  the  present 
licensing  system,  it’s  impossible  to  dif- 
ferentiate from  a pin-hall  or  cigaret  ma- 
chine license.  Pin-hall  machines  here  are 
reported  owned  hy  about  six  men  who  are 
organized  into  a syndicate. 

Independent  Display  Co.  donated  the 
Duffle  bag  for  the  Variety  Club  golf 
tournament,  instead  of  Ken  Hoel,  as  re- 
ported . . . Lew  Lefton,  recuperating  from 
an  operation,  hopes  to  shove  off  for  Flor- 
ida next  week  ...  Ed  Stuve,  dean  of  Para- 
mount salesmen,  celebrated  a birthday  . . . 
Happy  birthday  to  Sam  Fineberg  and 
Peter  Quiter,  both  August  4 . . . The  August 
4 meet  of  MPTO  directors  may  be  delayed. 


Maiy-Ann.  Burgettstown, 
Will  Reopen  August  4 

Burgettstown,  Pa.  — The  Mary-Ann 
Theatre  is  ready  for  its  third  venture. 
Twice  destroyed  by  fire,  the  completely  re- 
built house  will  reopen  August  4. 

New  fixtures,  equipments  and  decora- 
tions are  features  of  the  new  theatre.  The 
Mary-Ann  is  operated  by  Tony  and  Domi- 
nick Mungello,  also  identified  as  Slovan, 
Pa.,  exhibitors. 


Break  Ground 

Smithton,  Pa. — Ground  has  been  broken 
here  for  construction  of  a new  theatre  for 
the  Sheppard  brothers.  The  Opera  House, 
operated  for  a long  period  by  the  Shep- 
pards, is  expected  to  be  closed  soon.  The 
new  house  will  be  located  approximately 
across  the  street  from  the  Opera  House. 


"Greatest  Remake" 


Pittsburgh — Paramount  had  issued  in- 
vitations extraordinaire  for  a trade  show- 
ing of  William  A.  Wellman’s  production  of 
“Beau  Geste’’  and  a crowd  had  assembled 
at  the  Schenley  Theatre  for  the  event. 

At  the  appointed  time,  the  lights  were 
dimmed,  the  curtain  parted  and  on  the 
screen  was  flashed  the  title;  “Herbert 
Brenon  production  ‘Beau  Geste’  with  Ron- 
ald Colman,  Alice  Joyce,  Neil  Hamilton, 
Noah  Beery,  Mary  Brian,  William  Powell, 


Norman  Trevor,  Ralph  Forbes,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen.” 

Then  followed  the  original  silent  version 
of  the  presentation  of  the  mystery  of  the 
ghost  fort  of  the  Sahara — ^Fort  Zinderneuf. 
It  was  a thrilling  experience  to  see  this 
again  after  twelve  and  a half  years.  The 
narrative  as  described  by  Major  Percival 
Christopher  Wren  and  Herbert  Brenon’s 
development  of  the  solution  was  not 
screened,  but  most  everybody  in  the  audi- 
ence would  have  enjoyed  the  experience 
of  viewing  the  complete  old  silent  master- 
piece. 

After  the  all-too-short  silent  “introduc- 
tory” screening,  the  new  Wellman  produc- 
tion of  “Beau  Geste”  was  offered  in  full  to 
the  satisfaction  and  pleasure  of  all  present. 
It  is  our  opinion  this  is  by  far  the  greatest 
remake  of  a silent  film  hit  of  another  day. 
The  new  production,  with  an  outstanding 
cast,  brings  an  amazing  and  beautiful 
story  to  life  again.  Gary  Cooper,  Ray  Mil- 
land  and  Robert  Preston  are  the  loyal  and 
loving  Gestes,  Beau,  Jolin  and  Digby. 
Brian  Donlevy  enacts  his  greatest  role, 
that  of  the  brutal  sergeant. 

We  believe  the  new  “Beau  Geste”  is 
eagerly  awaited  by  all  theatregoers  who 
saw  the  silent  version  and  the  millions  of 
new  fans  who  will  thrill  to  the  story  of 
brotherly  love. 

The  old  Herbert  Brenon  production 
opened  at  the  Nixon  as  a roadshow,  Janu- 
ary 3,  1927.  Joseph  Josack  jr.  was  busi- 
ness manager  and  Thomas  J.  MacEvoy 
company  manager  and  E.  H.  Shank  adver- 
tising agent.  Otto  Wick  directed  the  or- 
chestra, the  musical  presentation  having 
been  prepared  by  Hugo  Riesenfeld. — 
R.  F.  K. 
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QHARLIE  PERRY  of  the  Adams  is  still 
under  the  doctor’s  care.  His  cashier  has 
a new  system  for  remembering  names.  Try 
her  . . . Bud  Harris,  chief  projectionist 
for  UDT,  is  convalescing  in  Harper  Hos- 
pital, after  two  operations  . . . John  How- 
ard of  Paramount,  is  arranging  a trade 
screening  for  “Beau  Geste’’  at  the  Regent. 
Susan  Hayward  is  to  be  here  in  person  to 
greet  the  trade. 

Bob  Corbin  of  the  Michigan  is  open- 
ing a strong  campaign  on  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,”  with  two  special  screenings,  one 
for  the  press,  the  other  for  some  socialites 
. . . Joe  Basic,  manager  of  the  Fisher,  is 
vacationing  at  Sand  Lake,  near  East 
Tawas. 

J.  C.  Ritter  is  planning  to  lose  the 
Boulevard  because  of  street  widening  work 
in  the  block  . . . Fred  DeLodder  jr.  is  off 
to  California  . . . Wisper  & Wetsman’s 
new  Harper  is  already  a member  of  Co- 
operative Theatres. 

Beji  Cohen  is  getting  around  again,  hale 
and  hearty  as  ever  . . . Allen  Dowzer, 
booker  for  Mutual,  is  recovering  from  his 
recent  illness  . . . Pearl  M.  Sprott,  Allied 
office  manager,  is  back  from  a vacation  in 
Florida — where  it  ivas  cool! 

Suit  of  the  realty  owner  of  the  Lincoln 
Square  against  I.  J.  London,  present  oper- 
ator, for  possession  of  the  house — which 
Wisper  & Wetsman  have  been  after  a 
couple  of  years — is  set  for  trial  in  federal 
court,  September  12. 

Dari  Lewis,  W&W  booker,  is  off  to  Mus- 
koka  Lakes  for  a vacation,  while  Henry 
Koppin,  Uptown  manager,  and  Earl 
Wright,  supervisor,  are  also  away  . . . 
Other  W&W-ites  just  returning  are  Louis 
Goodman,  manager  of  the  Piccadilly;  Jack 
Moule,  manager  of  the  Tuxedo,  and  John 
Wager  of  the  Eastoum. 

Grandfather  Dow  Tliompson,  Varsity 
manager,  is  back  from  a trip  to  Yellow- 
stone . . . Derek  Sydney,  now  National 
Screen  Service  manager  at  Denver,  back 
in  town  for  a visit,  en  route  to  New  York. 

Ralph  Ruben  and  Al  Ruttenberg  were 
out  promptly  to  sample  Mike  Victor’s 
Hungarian  cooking  . . . Col.  Lawrence  T. 
Lewis  is  going  to  Cincinnati.  He  will  re- 
turn here  later. 

Charles  Collins,  asking  a recommenda- 
tion for  a job,  got  this  from  Police  Censor 
Charlie  Snyder  in  a formal  letter:  “He 
has  been  the  producer  of  many  successful 
stag  shows,  and  successful  in  eluding  the 
law  enforcement  agencies.  I recommend 
Mr.  Collins  to  any  person  interested  in 
legal  violations  and  underhanded 
methods.” 

Robert  Corbin,  manager  of  the  Michi- 
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gan,  was  in  Chicago,  inspecting  the  “Black 
Mikado”  . . . Gus  Greening,  dean  of  local 
theatre  managers,  is  in  poor  health  at  his 
home.  He  enjoys  having  visitors. 

Moe  Levy  and  Roger  Ferri  of  20th-Fox 
were  the  “stars”  at  a pep  meeting  to 
start  off  the  company’s  new  drive  . . . 
Jack  Susami,  formerly  booker  at  Uni- 
versal, is  new  city  salesman. 

Kathleen  Donnelly  is  the  bright-eyed 
new  billing  clerk  at  Excellent  . . . Clare 
Winnie  has  closed  the  Wolverine  for  gen- 
eral repairs  . . . Art  Robinson  has  closed 
the  Savoy  indefinitely. 

John  Tatu  and  Victor  Petriks  have  re- 
ceived a permit  for  a new  marquee  for 
the  Casino  on  the  east  side  . . . J.  O. 
Brooks,  Butterfield  head  booker,  postcards 
from  Lindsay,  Ont.,  that  there’s  “plenty 
of  good  fishing  up  here,”  with  a picture 
of  a fish  about  ten  times  his  own  size 
to  prove  it. 

William  B.  Chatman,  premium  distribu- 
tor, is  incorporating  as  Columbia  Prem- 
iums, Inc.  Capitalization  is  $10,000,  with 
Chatrnan  and  Lillian  Colton  listed  as 
stockholders  . . . John  B.  Keiinedy,  radio 
commeiitator , was  in  town. 

Oriel  Freer,  Dave  Newman’s  secretary, 
is  off  to  Toronto  for  a two-week  vacation 
. . . Jack  Broder  is  incorporating  the  Time 
Theatre  Co.,  using  the  title  he  recently  as- 
signed to  the  Franklin,  for  which  he  was 
negotiating.  New  company’s  capitalization 
is  $50,000  and  Broder  is  sole  stockholder. 
Deal  for  the  Franklin  is  reported  off,  and 
he  is  said  to  be  planning  a new  theatre 
on  Gratiot. 

Robert  Malstrom  is  likely  to  be  07ie  of 
our  younger  theatre  managers  one  of  these 
days  . . . Wayne  Brenkert  has  returned 
from  a trip  to  Los  Angeles,  Dallas,  Hous- 
ton, Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis. 

C.  W.  Beck,  a member  of  the  board  of 
directors,  and  Fred  Ford,  treasurer  of  the 
Industrial  Pictures,  were  in  the  Detroit- 
Mackinac  250-mile  sailing  race.  Ed- 
mund J.  Schaefer,  vice-president,  threw  a 
party  to  see  the  boys  off.  Industrial,  inci- 
dentally, is  releasing  “I  Hand  It  to  You,” 
three-reel  commercial,  for  General  Motors. 

Alton  Buck  of  the  sales  department  of 
Industrial  Pictures,  was  married  in  Chi- 
cago to  Eleanor  Shepherd  of  that  city. 
They  went  to  the  Upper  Peninsula  on  a 
combined  fishing  trip  and  honeymoon. 

Floyd  Chrysler  hosted  a party  on  his 
yacht,  including  FUmites  Bill  Carlson  and 
wife  and  Jack  Douglas  . . . Jake  Schrei- 
ber,  convalescing  at  his  home  on  Trum- 
bull Ave.,  says  he  does  not  plan  to  return 
to  exhibition. 

Joseph  A.  Smith,  head  of  Exhibitors 
Truck  Service,  is  moving  headquarters, 
now  in  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg.,  to  the 
Fox  Theatre  Bldg.  Smith  is  suffering  from 
rheumatism  of  the  back  and  legs. 

Eddie  Jacobson,  manager  of  the  Rainbo, 
received  a nice  writeup  in  Paramount 
News  on  his  big  kids’  party  at  Belle  Isle  . . . 
Butterfield  has  begun  excavating  for  their 


new  north  end  theatre  in  Lansing. 

Bill  Carlso7i  has  another  job,  entertain- 
ment chairman  for  the  Moslem  Shrine 
Bowling  League.  Bill’s  first  love  is  a big 
lake  cruise,  August  6,  with  Mayor  Read- 
ing, a Variety  member,  in  attendance  . . . 
David  Korman,  a brother,  is  head  of  Saul 
Korman’s  new  Graiit  Theatre  Co. 

Jack  Broder  discloses  why  the  Rainbow 
Theatre  has  become  the  Rainbo.  This  lit- 
tle 250-seat  money-maker  has  such  a nar- 
row front  the  new  marquee  sign  wouldn’t 
fit  until  they  hit  on  the  idea  of  leaving 
off  the  “w.” 

Elmer  C.  Barg,  who  used  to  be  a thea- 
tre manager  here,  visited  Eddie  Jacobson 
of  the  Rainbo  and  Donald  Kuhn  of  the 
Riviera  . . . Detroit’s  own  radio  program, 
“The  Green  Hornet,”  now  a national  fea- 
ture, is  to  be  made  into  a picture,  either 
as  a serial  or  feature,  by  Universal.  The 
production  is  owned  by  George  W.  Trendle. 

Charlie  Perry,  keeping  cool  in  his  of- 
fice at  the  Adams,  is  on  a milk  diet,  the 
result  of  stomach  trouble  . . . Variety  is 
sporting  a bound  volume  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Detroit  convention. 

George  Trendle,  retiring  head  of  UDT, 
and  Mrs.  Alice  Gorham  of  UDT’s  pub- 
licity staff,  are  on  the  advisory  commit- 
tee of  the  Michigan  State  Fair. 

Edward  Hilke  is  thinking  of  air  condi- 
tioning his  Perrien  Theatre  . . . The 
Charles  Theatre,  turned  into  a beer  gar- 
den about  five  years  ago,  may  be  recon- 
verted into  a theatre  soon. 

Hal  (Faryner)  Burriss  is  a familiar  sight 
now  in  that  big  straw  hat  ...  We  saw  Jim 
West  wandering  around  with  a puzzled  air 
. . . Donald  Shields  has  a hard  time  choos- 
ing desserts  . . . Wayne  Edwards,  trumpe- 
ter for  the  Variety  Syncopators,  and  ser- 
iously ill  for  sometime  with  heart  trouble, 
has  an  o.  k.  froin  the  doctor  to  toot  the 
limit  now. 

Censor  Charlie  Snyder  is  the  gentleman 
disguised  behind  those  dark  glasses  . . . 
Carl  Shalit,  Columbia  division  manager, 
has  returned  from  a swing  of  Indian- 
apolis, St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City.  Shalit 
set  “Parents  on  Trial”  first  run  at  the 
Adams  . . . Ida  Gottlieb,  UA  cashier,  is 
vacationing. 

Ed  Kirchner,  back  from  his  vacation  at 
Whitefish  Bay  near  the  Soo,  does  not  di- 
vulge how  many  fish  he  hooked  . . . Va- 
riety clubrooms  will  open  daily  at  5:00  p. 
m.  till  September  1,  when  the  regular 
schedule  goes  into  effect. 

Harry  Remington  has  returned  from  his 
vacation,  largely  spent  around  the  Pox 
Theatre  . . . Bill  Jackson  of  the  Fox,  back 
from  his  on  Lake  St.  Clair,  is  running  a 
man-sized  travel  bureau,  too. 

STORK  NEWS:  Ben  J.  Cohn  of  the 
Kramer  and  Senate  has  a new  boy,  his 
second  child.  The  name  is  Yale  . . . How- 
ard Beck,  M-G-M  salesman,  was  presented 
a seven-pound  boy  by  his  wife  and  he  took 
the  gang  out  to  lunch  the  same  day  . . . 

(Continued  on  page  74) 
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Tables  Go  Fast  for 
Tent  No.  1 Dinner 

Pittsburgh — ^Less  than  two  dozen  tables 
are  unreserved  for  the  11th  annual  ban- 
quet of  the  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  1, 
which  will  be  held  at  the  William  Penn 
Hotel,  Simday,  October  29,  according  to 
John  H.  Harris,  president  of  the  Variety 
Clubs  of  America  and  general  chairman 
of  the  banquet  committee. 

There  was  a new  demand  for  ticket 
reservations  this  week  with  the  $10  price 
being  retained  at  present  for  members. 
The  price  after  July  1 was  supposed  to  be 
$12.50. 

The  banquet  this  year  honors  Ira  H. 
Cohn  and  his  associate  officers. 

Father  Edward  J.  Flanagan  of  Boys- 
town  will  be  one  of  the  honor  guests  at 
the  “Under  the  Big  Top”  event  and  many 
stars  of  stage,  radio  and  the  screen  will 
be  present  along  with  numerous  film  and 
theatre  executives. 


A Big  Detroit  Variety 
Golf  Tourney  Aug,  21 

Detroit — Date  of  the  first  annual  golf 
tournament  by  Detroit  Variety  Club  has 
been  set  for  Monday,  August  21,  at  Knoll- 
wood  Country  Club  on  West  Maple  Road, 
near  Birmingham.  This  event  will  re- 
place the  several  small  golf  meets  usually 
held  each  season  by  Variety. 

Special  entertainment  is  under  the  di- 
rection of  John  Howard.  Over  100  prizes 
are  to  be  given. 

A swimming  pool  will  be  available  for 
players  and  non-players  alike.  Dinner  will 
be  served  at  the  clubhouse  following  the 
meet.  The  affair  will  be  strictly  stag. 

A bid  for  attendance  of  leading  indus- 
try and  Variety  figures  is  being  made.  The 
date  has  been  arranged  so  as  to  avoid  con- 
flict with  other  club  activities. 

The  tax  per  player  is  $5;  which  includes 
green  fees  and  dinner.  Attendance  will  be 
limited  to  150. 


Dave  Miller  Makes  Deals 
With  Schine,  Comeriord 

Cleveland — ^Dave  Miller,  Universal  dis- 
trict manager,  has  returned  from  Glovers- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  concluded  a three- 
year  product  deal  with  Schine  for  the  cir- 
cuit’s 150  theatres.  While  east.  Miller  also 
closed  a 1939-40  product  deal  with  the 
Comerford  circuit,  involving  some  20  thea- 
tres in  New  York  state. 

Both  District  Manager  Miller  and 
Branch  Manager  Joe  Kauffman  state  the 
local  Universal  office  has  ten  times  as 
many  approved  contracts  as  it  had  last 
year  at  this  time.  Subsequent  run  circuit 
deals  have  not  been  set  as  yet. 


New  House  Opens  at  Crestline 
Crestline,  Ohio — The  new  Crest  Thea- 
tre, built  by  R.  T.  Kemper  Theatres,  Inc., 
at  a cost  of  $30,000,  has  been  opened,  with 
R.  T.  Crest  in  charge.  Scale  is  15  cents 
for  matinee,  25  cents  evenings  with  three 
film  changes  a week. 


T J.  GRADY  of  20th-Fox  and  his  per- 
^ sonnel,  consisting  of  approximately  50 
persons,  celebrated  the  local  office  triumph 
in  carrying  off  first  place  in  the  National 
Newsreel  contest,  with  dinner  and  a pic- 
nic at  the  Summit  Hills  Country  Club,  Fri- 
day evening,  July  21.  Irene  Burke  and  Joe 
Sullivan  carried  off  the  prize  for  dancing 
and  Helen  McLaughlin  won  the  bathing 
beauty  contest.  Jack  Needham  came  on 
from  Columbus  to  serve  as  judge  for  the 
merry  occasion,  which  was  strictly  an  of- 
fice affair. 

Incidentally , 20th-Fox’s  “Stanley  & Liv- 
ingstone” is  set  for  RKO  Albee,  Aug.  11  . . . 
C.  D.  Crawford,  manager  of  the  Beckley 
Theatre,  Beckley,  W.  Va.,  is  now  a bene- 
dict . . . Carl  Scheuch,  former  Cleveland 
manager  for  Big  Feature  Rights,  has 
joined  Max  Margolis,  and  will  handle  West 
Virginia  for  Republic,  succeeding  Chic 
Weinberg.  Margolis,  recently  returned  from 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  is  recuperating 
rapidly  from  his  recent  severe  illness,  and 
is  much  welcomed  in  the  Row. 

Letters  have  gone  forth  from  Pete  Ni- 
land  of  Columbia,  inviting  all  film  sales- 
men to  meet  at  the  Variety  Club,  August 
4,  at  8 p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  foi'ming  a 
Salesmen’s  Social  Club.  Officers  are  to  be 
elected  and  Irving  “Shoeshine”  Sochin  and 
Charles  “McNasty”  Palmer  feted  as  Cincy’s 
latest  benedicts.  Sochin  is  representative 
for  UA  and  Palmer  for  Columbia. 

Taft  interests  in  Cincinnati  announced 
a new  theatre  will  be  built  on  the  old 
Times’  Star  site,  6th  and  Walnut  Sts., 
downtown  Cincinnati,  by  the  Gift’s  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  of  which  Abe  Libson  is  president. 
The  new  house  will  have  700  seats  . . . 
Other  movements  noted  are  the  reopening 


of  the  Stirrat  Theatre,  Stirrat,  W.  Va.,  by 
Messrs.  Faulkner  and  Runyon. 

Carl  Fitzpatrick,  Van  Leer,  Jenkins  and 
McRoberts,  W.  Va.,  operator  for  the  Con- 
solidated Coal  Co.,  visited  the  Row  for  the 
first  time  in  many  months.  RKO’s  A.  A. 
Schubart,  manager  of  exchange  operations 
was  also  here  for  a short  visit.  Also  H.  H. 
Robey  of  Spencer,  W.  Va.  . . . Gene  Cus- 
ter, his  wife  and  daughter  are  vacation- 
ing in  Canada.  UA’s  Mrs.  Mildred  Gehler 
is  leaving  for  a permanent  vacation  after 
six  years  of  service,  with  this  organiza- 
tion. 

UA’s  “They  Shall  Have  Music”  opens  at 
Loew’s  Dayton,  August  11,  with  the  new 
“push-pull”  sound  equipment,  this  being 
the  first  house  here  to  use  the  new  sound 
track.  Monty  Burnett  is  the  house  man- 
ager . . . RKO  office  manager  Gus  Boudot, 
is  vacationing  in  Petowsky,  Mich.  Their 
Wilbur  Heatherington  leaves  for  northern 
Michigan  next  week. 

Jean  Burkhardt,  daughter  of  Ed  Burk- 
hardt,  20th-Fox  representative,  has  re- 
turned to  her  desk  at  RKO,  following  a 
minor  operation.  Burkhardt’s  new  home  in 
Fort  Mitchell  is  attracting  much  attention 
for  its  horticultural  exhibits;  the  garden 
being  one  of  the  show  places  in  this  vi- 
cinity . . . Mrs.  Stanley  Jacques  is  sojourn- 
ing on  tlie  west  coast  with  her  two  sons, 
stationed  at  Hollywood  during  the  vaca- 
tion period. 

Practically  all  operations  in  the  coal  dis- 
tricts are  begun,  the  latest  mines  to  begin 
working  are  Harlan,  Ky.,  and  Kingston 
Pocahontas  and  McKell  Co.’s,  W.  Va., 
marking  the  end  of  the  recent  labor  dis- 
pute. 


COILIUMBIUS  - 


QREDIT  is  due  Tent  No.  2 of  Variety 
for  unselfish  devotion  to  charitable 
ideals.  Each  week  the  special  film  truck 
visits  at  least  two  hospitals,  community 
houses  and  the  like.  C.  Harry  Schreiber 
and  Lou  Holleb  are  barkers  in  charge.  Last 
week,  as  a special  treat  for  the  under- 
privileged, the  club  took  kiddies  from  the 
local  juvenile  tuberculosis  sanitarium  to 
the  zoo. 

Both  Curt  Littman  and  his  wife  are 
under  the  weather  as  result  of  having 
teeth  extracted.  “Pete”  Wood  is  in  the 
same  boat  . . . Despite  published  reports  to 
the  contrary,  the  East  Columbus  Theatre 
is  closed  and  will  remain  dark  for  some 
time  to  come  . . . Fox’s  big  push  (not 
putsch)  is  set  for  August  14,  so  for  the 
next  four  months  we  can  watch  Jack 
Needham’s  smoke. 

The  Rappold  Brothers,  owners  of  the 
southside  Innis  Theatre,  are  building  an- 
other nabe  in  the  vicinity.  Work  already 
has  started,  with  cost  estimated  at  $20,- 
000.  Hypp  Dauben  is  the  architect  and 
James  F.  Adams  is  contractor  for  the  new 
600-seater  which  is  scheduled  to  be  open 
in  the  fall. 


Announcement  is  made  of  the  division 
of  the  Chesbrough  chain  of  nabe  houses, 
formerly  operated  by  Bill  and  Ethel  Ches- 
brough in  partnership.  Dissolution  of  busi- 
ness association  closely  follows  a breakup 
in  marital  relations.  Mrs.  Chesbrough  will 
continue  to  operate  the  Drexel,  Champion, 
Garden,  Grandview,  Hudson,  Alhambra, 
Northern  and  Pythian  in  Columbus,  and 
the  Salem  and  Mecca  in  Dayton.  He  re- 
tains the  Empress,  Columbus,  and  the 
Classic,  Dayton. 


'VANITY  FAIR" 

Is  on  the  "Must  Read" 
for  Most  High  Schools — 
But,  More  Important, 

MYRNA  LOY 

and  a notable  cast  make 

'VANITY  FAIR" 

Worthy  of  Booking  in  the 
Best  Houses. 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges/  Inc. 
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JjRWIN  RAU,  who  operates  the  Alice  at 
Leitchfield,  Ky.,  certainly  has  an  eye  for 
business.  Rau  catches  them  going  and 
coming,  so  to  speak,  at  his  popcorn  stand 
in  the  lobby.  He  grows  the  corn  on  a farm 
near  Leitchfield  . . . The  Jamestown  at 
Jamestown,  Ky.,  formerly  operated  by 
John  Story,  has  been  leased  to  Joe  Mit- 
chell, who  formerly  was  connected  with 
the  Strand  at  Lexington. 

Sarah  Goldberg  of  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  Big  Feature  Rights,  vacationed  in  Louis- 
ville. Joseph  W.  Bohn,  manager  of  BFR’s 
Indianapolis  branch,  also  was  in  for  some 
business  chats  with  Joseph  W.  Goldberg, 
Louisville,  who  travels  Kentucky,  Tennes- 
see and  southern  Indiana  for  the  firm. 

Hassler  and  Nunn  are  building  a new 
theatre  adjoining  their  Clinton  at  Albany, 
Ky.  . . . Willard  Gabbert,  co-owner  of  the 
Opera  House  at  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  was 
through  here  en  route  to  Cincinnati  to 
consult  his  architects  regarding  erection  of 
his  new  theatre. 

M.  A.  Lightman,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  execu- 
tive of  the  Malco  chain,  ivas  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Vander- 
bilt University.  Lightman  was  on  the  west 
coast  last  week,  vacationing  in  and  around 
Hollywood.  Malco' s new  theatre  at  Owens- 
boro, Ky.,  will  be  completed  shortly.  It 
supplements  Malco’s  Bleich  and  Strand 
there. 

The  two  little  daughter  of  Oscar  Hop- 
per, who  runs  the  Allen  at  Liberty,  Ky., 
were  hospitalized  at  the  same  time  for 
tonsil  removals. 

Maj.  C.  B.  Blake,  owner  of  the  Savoy  in 
Louisville;  his  son-in-law,  William  Wil- 
liams, president  of  the  company,  and  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Williams,  were  vacatiojiing 
in  Oklahoma  and  Hollywood.  Major  Blake 
recovered  recently  from  an  ilbiess  which 
took  him  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  at  Rochester. 

The  Kentucky  Department  American 
Legion,  in  convention  at  Louisville,  con- 


Invitation to  Golf 


Cleveland — Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Fillum  Business!  Step  up  and  listen 
to  an  important  announcement  which  our 
old  friend  and  exhibitor  of  Girard,  Ohio, 
Pete  Wellman,  has  to  make. 

Wellman,  well-known  owner  of  Mock’s 
Theatre,  also  is  owner  of  a fine  country 
club  and  golf  course  in  Girard,  and  he 
hereby  issues  an  invitation  (at  $2.50  per 
person  including  golf  fees  and  dinner)  to 
all  film  men,  exhibitors  and  exchangemen, 
to  participate  in  a golf  tournament  at  his 
place  on  Thursday,  August  24,  starting  at 
10  a.  m.  and  lasting  until  unconscious. 

Reservations  should  be  made  as  early 
as  possible  (checks  included).  With  re- 
quests for  such  a “get-together”  coming 
in,  Wellman  anticipates  a large  crowd. 

Girard  is  easily  accessible  from  all  points, 
being  four  miles  from  Youngstown. 

Address  reservations  to  Peter  Wellman, 
Mock’s  Theatre,  Girard,  Ohio. 

P.  S. — Ladies  are  welcome. 


ducted  business  sessions  in  the  old  Na- 
tional Theatre  Bldg.  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  E.  Campbell  left  for  the  North  Woods 
on  vacation.  Campbell  is  Louisville  man- 
ager for  the  Williston  interests,  Indian- 
apolis. 

A heavy  downpour  found  a leak  in  the 
roof  at  the  Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment 
Co.,  Louisville,  last  week  and  flooded  a sec- 
tion of  the  display  room.  Damage  was 
nominal,  but  it  put  the  entire  staff  to 
work  bailing  out. 

W.  C.  Durham,  who  sold  his  Majestic  at 
Beaver  Dam,  Ky.,  a good  while  ago  is  back 
again  as  the  owner.  The  place  changed 
hands  three  other  times  before  he  came 
back  . . . George  M.  Hunt  jr.,  manager 
of  Loew’s,  Louisville,  left  on  his  vacation. 

Report  Two  Changes 
Downtown  Detroit 

Detroit — Two  major  changes  in  down- 
town theatres  are  reported  here,  although 
neither  could  be  confirmed. 

First  is  the  possibility  that  United  De- 
troit Theatres  may  restore  vaudeville  to 
the  Michigan,  which  has  shown  straight 
pictures  about  a year.  Such  a move,  be- 
fore the  Fox  makes  its  anticipated  return 
to  vaudeville  this  fall,  might  even  forestall 
•the  Fox  change. 

Second  possibility  is  the  reopening  of 
the  Madison,  closed  over  a year.  Some  in- 
dependents are  understood  to  have  been 
inspecting  the  house.  Their  identity  could 
not  be  learned. 

McGuire  Is  Contact  Man 
For  Detroit  Cooperative 

Detroit — A new  post  is  created  by  Co- 
operative Theatres  of  Michigan,  with  the 
appointment  of  Thomas  McGuire  as  di- 
rector of  public  relations  and  contact  man. 

McGuire  is  no  stranger  to  local  show 
business.  He  was  once  manager  of  the 
Hollywood  Theatre  here. 


Variety  Mushball  Game 

Pittsburgh  — Variety  Club  outing  at 
Camp  O’Connell  Monday,  July  31,  will  fea- 
tm-e  a mushball  game  between  exhibitors 
and  exchangemen,  according  to  Chief 
Barker  Ira  H.  Cohn.  Other  events  will 
be  three-legged  races  and  there  will  be 
music  and  motion  pictures  in  the  evening. 
The  outing  replaces  the  regular  Monday 
dinner  at  the  club,  and  Harry  M.  Kal- 
mine  will  preside  as  King. 


Heads  Lions  in  Warren 

Warren,  Ohio — Earl  Bailey,  manager  of 
the  Harris  Theatre  here,  was  recently 
elected  president  of  the  local  Lions  Club. 
He  was  one  of  the  local  group  to  attend 
the  recent  International  convention  in 
Pittsburgh. 


Two  on  Power  Script 

Hollywood — Sam  Engel  and  Rowland 
Brown  are  collaborating  on  the  script  for 
“Johnny  Apollo,”  next  Tyrone  Power 
starrer  for  20th-Fox. 


ID)  IE  T R O II T 

(Continued  from  page  72) 

Robert  Thompson,  another  M-G-M-ite, 
has  a new  daughter.  Mother  is  Dolly  Stuet- 
zer,  formerly  cashier  at  the  Macomb, 
Mount  Clemens.  Doiv  Thompson,  manager 
of  the  Varsity,  is,  believe  it  or  not,  the 
grandfather  . . . Eleanor  O’Rourke  (Elea- 
nor Chekal)  of  Artists  Service  Bureau,  is 
the  mother  of  a six-pound  boy,  Michael 
Anthony. 

Wolverine  Doings: 

Glenn  Wallace,  who  has  houses  at 
Scottville  and  Baldwin,  was  a visitor  to 
the  Big  City  . . . Claire  Townsend  is  de- 
serting his  city  beat  at  Columbia  to  help 
out  upstate  salesmen. 

Frank  Krueger  of  the  Punch  and  Judy, 
Grosse  Pointe,  says  he  is  holding  down  the 
“eastern  front”  . . . Walter  Shafer  has  set 
September  1 as  official  opening  date  of 
his  new  Garden  City  at  Garden  City  and 
he’s  off  to  the  New  York  Fair  for  ten 
days. 

E.  P.  Dalton  of  the  State,  Lake  Orion, 
has  completed  remodeling  of  the  front 
there  as  well  as  at  the  Dawn,  Flushing  . . . 
Stoia  and  Miskinis  have  closed  the  Alden 
at  Dearborn  for  the  summer. 

The  Nortown  at  Flint,  under  construc- 
tion, has  joined  Cooperative  . . . Mrs.  Carl 
Buermele,  wife  of  Co-op  general  man- 
ager, is  vacationing  at  Escanaba. 

’Tis  rumored  William  Schulte  may  take 
over  theatres  at  Tecumseh  and  Blissfield, 
lately  reported  going  to  the  Ashman 
brothers  of  Caro. 

Jack  Stewart,  state  salesman  for  Uni- 
versal, has  returned  from  a trip  to  St. 
Ignace  and  northern  Michigan  . . . Charles 
T.  Collins  got  the  prize  post  as  manager 
of  the  new  Flint  at  Flint. 

J.  F.  Cassin,  lATSE  business  agent  at 
Port  Huron,  has  arranged  for  weekly 
showings  of  pictures  at  Camp  Bentley  for 
crippled  children.  Films  and  equipment  are 
being  supplied  by  Detroit  Variety  through 
Welfare  Chairman  Art  Robinson. 


"Cuhhy  jr."  Wins 


Pittsburgh — Given  his  screen  test  fol- 
lowing the  judging,  “Cubby  jr.”  growled 
at  the  camera  and  the  microphone  and  al- 
most chewed  up  his  prize  check  of  $300. 

The  seven-week-old  lion  cub  of  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.,  was  named  “the  most  beau- 
tiful lion”  at  the  23rd  International  Lions’ 
convention  at  Duquesne  Garden  and  was 
officially  crowned  at  the  World’s  Fair, 
Saturday.  “Cubby  jr.”  owned  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ronn  H.  Abbey,  will  be  used  as  the 
trade-mark  for  M-G-M’s  short  subjects. 

Havana  was  awarded  the  Lions’  1940 
convention  while  M-G-M  all  but  stole  the 
show  here.  Charles  Baron,  exploiteer  for 
the  company  in  the  local  area,  was  active 
and  courteous  (as  usual)  in  behalf  of  the 
unusual  tieup. 

Lion  Tamer  Clyde  Beatty,  one  of  the 
judges  in  the  contest,  disagreed  on  the 
selection  of  Cubby,  who  floored  thousands 
of  delegates  when  he  growled  his  “thanks” 
to  the  lady  judges. 
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Product  Elusiveness 
Testimonial  Forte 

Boston — Humor  of  a Damon  Runyon 
type  enlivened  the  Morse  & Rothenberg 
anti-trust  suit  as  Louis  Simon,  New  York 
and  New  Jersey  district  manager  for  the 
circuit,  continued  to  testify  in  the  action 
that,  after  a seven-months’s  sitting  is 
about  to  take  an  August  recess. 

George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for  the  plain- 
tiffs, continuing  to  concentrate  on  alleged 
difficulties  incurred  by  Charles  Morse  and 
Louis  Rothenberg  in  contracting  for  prod- 
uct at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  and  Newburgh,  N. 
Y.,  gave  Simon  the  typical  question,  “In 
February  of  1935,  did  you  go  to  see  some- 
one connected  with  Columbia  in  regard 
to  product?” 

“Yes.” 

“Whom  did  you  go  to  see?” 

“When  I first  went  in  there,”  said 
Simon,  “there  was  some  salesman  there  at 
that  time,  but  Mr.  Streiner  wasn’t  in.  And 
I happened  to  see  Mr.  Schnitzer  walk  in, 
and  I walked  in  with  him  to  his  office.  Mr. 
Schnitzer  was  the  manager  of  Columbia 
Pictures  at  that  time.” 

“Did  you  talk  to  him  about  product  for 
the  Capitol  Theatre?”  Ryan  asked,  re- 
ferring to  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  house 
in  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

“Yes,  I told  him  that  I was  going  to 
open  up  the  Capitol;  told  him  the  same 
story  I told  the  others  as  to  admission 
prices,  fixing  up,  etc.,  and  that  I wanted 
to  buy  some  pictures.  He  says  that  off- 
hand he  would  not  say  but  he  would  like 
...  he  thinks  he  can  sell  me  because  he 
has  some  good  pictures  there,  that  Cocalis 
has  been  playing  around  with  them,  has 
not  bought  Columbia  for  that  year  and 
the  previous  year. 

“He  (Schnitzer)  says  ‘It  is  almost  two 
years  that  Cocalis  has  been  playing  with 
us  and  we  have  got  those  pictures.’  He 
says,  ‘I  would  like  to  sell  them.  Come  in 
and  see  me  again.  I will  look  into  the 
situation  and  see  what  I can  do’.” 

Simon  said  he  went  back  the  next  day 
and,  afterwards,  returned  at  an  even  later 
date. 

“I  had  a talk  with  them,”  Simon  said, 
“and  I told  them  ...  I asked  him  what 
about  those  pictures.  I said,  ‘You  told  me 
that  you  got  pictures  there,  that  Cocalis  is 
playing  around  with  you  and  hasn’t  bought 
your  pictures  for  the  last  year  and  for  the 
previous  season.’ 

“He  says  to  me  then,  he  can’t  do  any- 
thing for  me.  He  has  been  in  touch, 
negotiating  with  Cocalis.  He  has  got  in 
touch  with  Cocalis,  and  he  has  a meeting 
or  something  to  see  Cocalis  about  the  prod- 
uct. And  until  he  sees  him  and  knows 
what  he  is  going  to  do,  he  isn’t  going  to 
be  able  to  sell  me.  He  can’t  do  anything 
until  he  sees  Cocalis.” 

Simon  told  the  court  that  he  returned 
a number  of  times  later,  but  at  the  time 
that  the  Capitol  Theatre  was  open,  Co- 
lumbia had  not  sold  any  product  to  the 
situation.  He  went  back  after  the  house 
was  operating,  he  said,  and  saw  Schnitzer, 
and  also  Nat  Cohn,  head  of  the  local  ex- 
change. 

“I  told  Mr.  Schnitzer  that  he  has  been 
holding  this  thing  up  on  me,”  said  Simon, 


Collecting  Becomes 
DUlicuIt 

Boston  — Ascap  legalities  climaxed 
in  violence  here  last  week  when  three 
U.  S.  deputy  marshals  were  beaten  in 
the  Little  Dixie,  Negro  night  club,  when 
they  attempted  to  serve  a court  order 
there.  Two  were  treated  at  City  Hos- 
pital, while  the  third  was  taken  to  the 
Massachusetts  General.  The  writ  of 
execution  was  to  have  been  served  for 
Gene  Buck  in  an  $808  judgment  against 
the  club  owner. 


“that  I was  in  to  see  him  in  February,  and 
I was  in  to  see  him  several  times  before 
we  opened  up,  and  he  is  always  telling 
that  he  is  waiting  to  see  what  Cocalis  is 
going  to  do. 

Asked  for  "Old  Ones” 

“I  said,  ‘It  is  getting  late.  I need  pic- 
tures. I see  no  reason  why  you  don’t  want 
to  give  me  some  of  these  pictures.  Give 
me  the  old  pictures  if  you  don’t  want  to 
give  me  the  present  product.  Cocalis  isn’t 
going  to  buy  those  pictures  off  you.  If 
he  is  going  to  buy  your  product,  he  is  go- 
ing to  buy  your  brand  new  product.  Give 
me  the  old  ones.’  I said,  ‘Give  me  some  of 
your  old  stuff.  You  know  very  well,  Mr. 
Schnitzer,  that  Cocalis  isn’t  going  to  take 
that  old  stuff  there.’ 

“He  said,  ‘I  can’t  sell  you  a thing  now. 
I am  not  going  to  do  anything  in  anyway 
to  be  criticized.  I know  that  you  have  no 
pictures.  I know  that  you  have  no  major 
product.’  He  said,  ‘What  major  product 
have  you  got?’ 

“I  said,  ‘I  got  United  Artist.’  He  smiled 
and  went  on,  and  he  said,  ‘I  am  not  going 
to  sell  you  now.  I got  to  wait.  I got  to 
wait.’ 

“I  went  over  to  Nat  Cohn,”  Simon  con- 
tinued. “I  said,  ‘Mr.  Cohn,  this  is  your 
business.’  I says,  ‘You  got  pictures  there. 
I have  come  here.  You  have  been  calling 
Cocalis  names.’  I said,  ‘Schnitzer  says  you 
have  been  calling  Cocalis  all  sorts  of  names 
for  not  buying  your  pictures.  He  tells  me 
you  are  having  an  argument  with  him. 
Here  you  have  old  pictures,  and  you  have 
new  pictures.  I am  asking  for  pictures. 
I will  run  any  kind  of  a picture  that  you 
can  give  me,  and  I can’t  get  anywhere.’ 

“He  says,  ‘You  know  you  are  not  getting 
them  anywhere  else.  We  know  that.  Don’t 
you  think  we  know  it?’ 

“I  said,  ‘What  has  that  got  to  do  with 
it?’  I said,  ‘You  are  having  arguments 
with  Cocalis,  and  all  you  can  do  is  to  sell 
your  pictures  and  here  I want  to  buy 
them.  I will  pay  you  a good  price  for  the 
pictures.  I need  them,  and  I will  pay  you 
more  than  they  are  worth  to  me.’  He 
says,  ‘We  can’t  do  anything  here.  You 
know  how  it  is.’  That  is  about  most  of 
the  conversation  that  I can  remember.” 

Attorney  Ryan  referred  to  previous 
testimony  by  Paramount  Executive  Joseph 
Unger  that  he  had  been  unwilling  to  sell 
Paramount  to  the  Rialto  in  Poughkeepsie 
because  of  the  physical  condition  and  par- 
ticularly the  alleged  uncleanliness  of  the 
situation. 

It  was  brought  out  at  the  time,  that  the 
brothers  of  Unger  were  operating  the  Lib- 
{ Continued  on  next  page) 


Exchanges  Cooperate 
On  Industry  Outing 

Boston — Exchange  managers  will  co- 
operate with  sponsors  of  the  second  annual 
Boston  motion  picture  and  allied  industry 
outing  by  letting  out  employes  early  on 
August  15  so  that  they  may  catch  the  12:30 
and  1:00  p.  m.  buses  for  the  turnout  at 
Seiler’s  Ten  Acres  in  Wayland.  Trans- 
portation, a comprehensive  sports  and  en- 
tertainment card,  and  dinner,  are  to  be 
included  in  the  two-dollar  tickets. 

A committee  at  large  has  been  appoint- 
ed to  aid  running  of  the  affair  by  Major 
P.  J.  Healey  of  the  state  censorship  board, 
Steve  Broidy  of  the  Friars  Club  and  Wil- 
liam Cuddy  of  the  Cinema  Club.  The  ag- 
gregation includes:  William  H.  McLaugh- 
lin, Kenneth  Porkey,  Cyril  McGerigle,  Ben 
Johnson  and  Harry  Aaronson  of  the  The- 
atrical Post  of  American  Legion;  Marty 
Moriarty,  Ann  Rolfe  and  Jack  Hill  of  Lo- 
cal B3  exchange  Employes. 

Frank  Lydon  and  Arthur  K.  Howard  of 
the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.;  John 
Loftus  of  M&P.;  H.  J.  McKinney  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply;  Joe  Cifre  of  Eagle 
Advertising;  Harry  Decker  of  the  Film 
Exchange  Transfer. 

Kenneth  Douglass  of  Capitol ; Maurice  N. 
Wolf,  Murray  Weiss  and  A.  C.  Kilpatrick 
of  the  Friars;  Morey  Goldstein,  Jack  Gub- 
bins  and  Harry  Worden  of  the  Salesmen’s 
Club;  Jack  O’Brien  and  Arthur  Nolan  of 
TMAT;  Frank  Mahar  of  Stagehands;  Sam 
Berg,  Charles  Repec,  Harry  Smith  and 
Charles  Wilson  of  the  Cinema  Club,  and 
Joseph  Brennan  of  the  MPTOA. 

New  Theatre  at  Fall  River 
Under  Joelson  Operation 

Boston — The  Sidbar  Co.,  controlled  by 
Circuit  Owner  Julius  Joelson,  has  taken 
over  the  new  theatre  erected  in  Fall  River 
in  opposition  to  the  situations  of  the  local 
Allied  president,  Nathan  Yamins.  The 
deal  was  culminated  through  the  offices 
of  Benjamin  H.  Green,  local  theatre 
broker. 

The  Sidbar  Co.,  of  Somerville,  was  in- 
corporated under  a Massachusetts  char- 
ter issued  by  Secretary  of  State  Frederick 
W.  Cook.  Incorporators  are  Irving  Leven- 
son,  Robert  Kaplan,  and  Harriett  Ames. 
The  capital  is  500  shares  of  no-par  stock. 


Tax  and  Labor  Committee 
Reports  Still  Awaited 

Boston — Legislative  reports  by  the  spe- 
cial committees  on  taxation  and  labor  still 
are  in  abeyance.  No  reports  of  special 
investigating  groups  have  been  printed 
since  May,  in  fact. 

The  industry  has  become  apprehensive 
at  rumors  that  efforts  may  be  made  to 
resuscitate  the  proposed  state  sales  tax. 

It  was  indicated,  too,  that  Governor 
Saltonstall  may  hold  the  governing  body 
in  session  throughout  the  summer. 
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Conn.  MPTO  Tourney 
Holds  Great  Promise 

New  Haven — “A  regular  day  with  regu- 
lar guys”  is  Connecticut  MPTO’s  promise 
for  the  fourth  annual  Connecticut  film 
golf  tournament  on  August  1 at  Race 
Brook  Country  Club,  Orange.  Over  30 
prizes,  including  golf  trophies,  an  assort- 
ment of  de  luxe  desk  and  mantle  clocks, 
telelists,  silver  bowls,  onyx  sets,  smart  ash 
receivers,  lamps,  cigarette  cases,  electric 
fan.  calendars,  and  even  radios,  con- 
tributed by  various  trade  papers,  distribut- 
ing and  equipment  companies,  are  await- 
ing distribution  at  the  end  of  a long  day 
to  the  winners  among  the  150  guests. 
Prizes  for  non-golfers  and  attendance 
prizes  have  been  provided  as  well  as  awards 
for  low  scores.  The  day  starts  with  a 
nine-hole  qualifying  round  at  10:00  a.  m.. 


At  the  Studio — 

Gilbert  W.  Cox,  of  the  Giles  circuit, 
Bost07i.  talks  things  over  with  John 
Garfield,  starring  m Warner’s  “20,000 
Years  in  Smg  Sing,”  during  a recent 
visit  to  the  studio. 

Hearing  on  Adorno's  Bid 
For  Open-Airer  Delayed 

Middletown,  Conn. — Hearing  on  the 
permit  of  Salvatore  Adorno  to  operate  a 
300-seat  airdrome  again  has  been  post- 
poned. Originally,  Adorno  had  planned  a 
1,000-seat  open  airer,  but  was  enjoined 
from  such  a venture  by  the  corporation 
counsel’s  decision  that  a city  ordinance  re- 
garding houses  over  300  seats  fronting  on 
a city  street  had  been  violated.  The  hear- 
ing will  be  before  superintendent  of  state 
police  at  Hartford. 


Swedish  Aid  Promised 

Hollywood — The  cooperation  of  the 
Swedish  government  has  been  promised  to 
Warner  Bros,  in  the  production  of  a film 
based  on  the  life  of  Alfred  Nobel,  sponsor 
of  the  annual  peace,  literary  and  scien- 
tific awards.  The  late  eminent  scientist 
was  a native  of  Sweden. 


with  luncheon  set  for  1:00,  the  18-hole 
tournament  at  2:00  p.  m.,  and  dinner,  en- 
tertainment and  award  of  prizes  in  the 
evening.  Beer  will  be  as  free  as  the  fresh 
air  and  beautiful  scenery. 

Irving  C.  Jacocks  jr.  heads  the  commit- 
tee in  charge,  with  Ed  Levy  as  secretary, 
Ed  Raffile,  treasurer,  and  Lou  Anger,  Leo 
Bonoff,  Harold  Eskin,  B.  E.  Hoffman, 
Adolph  Jolmson,  Arthur  Lockwood,  Sam 
Rosen,  Harry  Shaw,  and  Max  Tabackman, 
assisting. 


Before  the  Fair — 

Joseph  Bean,  manager  of  the  Durfee 
Theatre,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  stops  in  at 
Paramount  while  on  a visit  to  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair. 


TMAT  Recognition  Is 
Delayed  by  Protest 

Boston — The  question  of  local  TMAT 
union  recognition  by  Loew’s,  Inc.,  remain- 
ed stymied  after  the  state  labor  relations 
board  met  without  handing  down  a de- 
cision on  a joint  protest  of  the  eligibility 
of  certain  voters,  the  outcome  of  a recent 
sealed  tabulation  to  determine  union  claims 
that  it  is  supported  by  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  Loew’s  State  and  Loew’s  Orpheum 
employes. 

An  AFL  executive,  speaking  privately  and 
unofficially,  said  that  the  Green  organi- 
zation’s main  objective  in  the  disagree- 
ment was  to  keep  the  CIO  out  of  the 
theatre  field. 

27  Features  Get  "Purity" 
Stamp  in  Bay  State 

Boston — Twenty-seven  motion  pictures 
were  approved,  as  the  Massachusetts  bu- 
reau of  Sunday  censorship  passed  the  en- 
tire list  without  a single  deletion. 

Eleven  vaudeville  routines,  on  the  other 
hand,  got  one  act  that  was  black  listed  for 
Simday  and  two  that  were  ordered  modi- 
fied. The  simon-pure  celluloids  include: 
Universal’s  “Forgotten  Woman;”  “Para- 
mount’s “Island  of  Lost  Men;”  United 
Artists’s  “Man  in  the  Iron  Mask,”  and  Uni- 
versal’s “Unexpected  Father.” 


Metro  Signs  Machaty 

Hollywood — Gustav  Machaty  has  signed 
a new  directorial  contract  at  Metro. 


Product  Elusiveness 
Testimonial  Forte 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

erty  in  Poughkeepsie  where  Paramount 
operated  three  first-runs. 

“On  the  occasions  that  you  saw  the 
Rialto  Theatre,”  Ryan  said,  “What  would 
you  say  as  to  the  condition  of  cleanliness 
of  the  lobby?” 

“I  would  say  it  was  spotlessly  clean.” 

“On  any  occasions  did  you  see  any  dirt 
or  newspapers  thrown  around?” 

“At  no  time  did  I see  any  newspapers 
around.” 

“Was  the  theatre  in  any  way  run  down 
did  you  observe?” 

“No,”  said  Simon.  “We  always  kept  it 
up  in  good  repair,  and  we  are  still  doing 
it.  We  recently  have  been  complimented 
by  Mr.  ...” 

“Just  a minute”  objected  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen,  defense  attorney. 

“Never  mind  the  compliment,”  broke  in 
Ryan. 

“A  very  important  person  it  was,”  Si- 
mon observed. 

“No,  never  mind,”  Ryan  added. 

Refers  to  Data 

“In  testifying,  you  have  had  before  you 
quite  a sheaf  of  typewritten  memoranda?” 
Head  Defense  McClennen  asked  the  Morse 
& Rothenberg  district  manager  in  cross 
examination. 

“I  had  some  memorandums  before  me,” 
said  Simon.  “Yes,  sir.” 

“Well,  wasn’t  it  quite  a sheaf?”  McClen- 
nen pressed. 

“Well,  I don’t  know  exactly  what  you’d 
call  ‘quite  a sheaf’!” 

“About  how  many  pages  of  typewritten 
memoranda  did  you  have  before  you  while 
testifying?” 

“Well,”  said  Simon,  “I  will  see.  There 
is  one,  two  . . .” 

“It  won’t  be  necessary  to  encumber  the 
record  with  counting  them  out  loud,”  said 
McClennen.  “If  you  will  count  them  and 
tell  us  what  the  number  is.” 

Simon  estimated  that,  “Between  the 
three  theatres,  there  is  approximately 
about  an  average  of  eight  or  ten  sheets 
for  each  theatre.  All  these  sheets  have 
figures  and  information  that  I would  have 
to  refer  to.” 

“You  are  just  asked  the  number  of 
sheets,”  suggested  George  Ryan. 

“Approximately  about  eight  to  ten  for 
each  theatre,”  said  Simon, 

“Who  prepared  those  sheets,  if  you 
know?”  asked  McClennen. 

“I  do  know.  AU  the  sheets  were  pre- 
pared in  the  Boston  office,  here,  with  the 
exception  of  one  sheet  which  I worked 
with  Miss  Boyle  on  and  told  her  what  I 
wanted  to  know.  Of  course,  I asked  her 
to  give  me  certain  information  and  I had 
to  do  some  figuring  out  myself  on  it.” 

“And  in  making  many  of  your  answers, 
you  have  been  depending  on  referring  to 
those  sheets?” 

“When  it  came  to  figures  and  certain 
dates  that,  in  order  to  get  them  as  cor- 
rect as  possible,  I referred  to  the  sheets, 
yes.” 
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CAPITOL 

CLEAN  UP  SHEET 

—COPYRIGHT 


AT  TRACKtive 
ODDS 


Lay  Your  Money 
On  These  Sure  Winnahs! 


CLEAN  UP! 


1.  SPRAYSHEEN  (Unbeatable  in  the  stretch^ 

One  pint  mixed  in  20  to  1 solution  equals  20  gallons 
of  ordinary  soap  solution — Just  spray  and  wipe  with 
a mop — Cleans,  Sanitizes,  Deodorizes,  and  Air  Condi- 
tions. 

2.  NEW  ART  CLEANER  (Never  been  headed) 

Only  $3.25  — Scrubs  and  cleans  floors  quicker  and 
easier  — Perfect  wax  applicator  — Fine  duster  — Ideal 
for  shampooing  rugs  — Self-wringing  — Sanitary. 


FOUR  STAR  CLEANSER  (Excellent  madder) 

Especially  prepared  for  general  theatre  maintenance 
— "^Rubber  Mats  — *Rest  Rooms  — ^Marble  and  Ter- 
razzo  — ^General  Cleaning. 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


^ NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON,  MASS. 
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jyjAINE’S  Sunday  Blue  Laws  are  now 
a thing  of  the  past  and  fight  fans, 
theatre-goers  and  boxing  enthusiasts  love 
it.  Three  first-runs,  the  Strand,  State  and 
Empire,  and  two  subsequents,  Maine  and 
Colonial,  are  already  enjoying  their  new 
freedom.  Citizens  in  some  spots  in  Maine, 
however,  were  not  so  fortunate.  Up  to 
Saturday,  July  22,  selectmen  at  Bridgton 
had  not  made  up  their  minds  whether  to 
permit  Sunday  shows  between  July  20  and 
their  scheduled  municipal  election  this 
fall.  A special  town  meeting  had  been 
called  on  that  date  to  decide  the  issue. 

Marne  seems  to  he  a popular  spot  for 
theatrical  stars,  both  legitimate  and  film, 
witness  the  fact  that  it  counts  among  its 
present  visitors  such  stars  as  Edward 
Everett  Horton,  who  played  a week’s  en- 
gagement at  the  Deertrees  Theatre,  Har- 
rison; Elissa  Landi,  who  stars  in  “The 
Swan”  at  the  same  theatre  next  week;  Fay 
Wray,  who  is  engaged  with  the  Lakewood 
Players  at  Skowhegan;  Eddie  Beloin,  ace 
script  ivriter  for  Jack  Benny,  who  recent- 
ly purchased  shore  property  in  the  state 
and  is  here  to  supervise  last  minute 
touches  to  an  inn  his  father  is  building; 
Owen  Davis,  playwright  and  film  actor, 
whose  latest  brainchild  is  being  premiered 
at  the  Lakewood  Playhouse  next  week,  and 
Madge  Evans  of  stage  and  screen,  who  is 
playing  the  lead  in  “Brief  Moment”  at 
Walter  Hartwig’s  Ogunquit  Playhouse  the 
week  of  July  24. 

Owen  Davis  is  a native  of  Portland  and 
was  reared  in  nearby  Bangor.  For  nearly 
ten  years  now  he  has  been  a summer 
resident  of  Lakewood.  While  at  Harrison, 
Horton  was  visited  by  many  Portlanders 
who  recalled  the  days  in  1914-15  when  the 
comedian  played  in  stock  at  the  old  Keith’s. 
Thursday  evening,  July  20,  the  Theatre 
Guild  honored  Horton  by  making  him 
their  first  honorary  member.  The  certifi- 
cate was  presented  by  Donald  A.  Ramsey, 
president. 

On  the  same  day  both  Horton  and  Miss 
Landi  were  presented  over  the  air,  speak- 
ing briefly  over  WGAN  . . . What  may  be 
the  answer  to  the  angler’s  prayer  is  the 
new  streamer  fly  christened  the  “Fay 
Wray,”  which  was  tested  and  thoroughly 
approved  by  veteran  Moosehead  Lake 
fishermen,  July  22.  The  streamer  was  pre- 
sented to  Miss  Wray  at  a special  banquet 
held  at  the  Elmwood  Hotel  at  Waterville 
on  the  same  day. 

Returning  vacationists:  Leo  Young,  city 
supervisor  of  the  Strand  and  Empire  thea- 
tres; Bill  Romanoff,  chief-of-service  at 
the  State;  Esther  Jordan,  State  cashier 
. . . StiU  out;  Mel  Morrison  of  the  Strand, 
Dover,  who  has  Arthur  Allaire  subbing 
for  him;  Peggy  Seyford,  State  cashier,  and 
Dick  Woodbury,  Sunday  Telegram  film 
editor.  Eleanor  Moraghan  is  subbing  for 
Peggy,  Henry  Beverage  for  Woodbury. 

The  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont district,  supervised  by  A.  J.  Moreau, 
district  manager  for  M&P,  convened  at 
Boston  July  25  and  26  for  its  annual  meet- 
ing . . . Barbara  Casey,  A.  J.’s  secretary,  is 
weekending  on  Long  Island  in  Casco  Bay 
during  the  summer  . . . Harry  Botwick, 
State  manager,  is  a bachelor  again  while 


his  family  vacations  in  New  Haven.  We 
can’t  say  much  for  that  woe-begone  ex- 
pression he’s  wearing. 

Filmrow  visitors;  Phil  Brown,  general 
manager,  and  Dan  Sullivan,  salesman  for 
Transit  Advertisers,  Boston,  who  visited 
in  both  Portland  and  Waterville;  Francis 
Gooch,  manager  of  the  Uptown  Theatre, 
Bath,  who  was  seen  practicing  up  on  his 
golf  at  Riverside  recently;  Carl  DiVizia, 
RKO,  Boston;  Bill  Benjamin,  NS  sales- 
man, and  Mrs.  Benjamin;  Earnie  Warren, 
now  covering  Maine  for  Universal,  with 
Mrs.  Warren,  who  were  “residence-himt- 
ing”  in  Portland,  and  “Jake”  Coolidge, 
Paramount  Newsreel  cameraman  for  New 
England. 

Nathan  Press,  assistant  manager  of  the 
State,  leaves  on  his  vacation  July  30  . . . 
The  Portland  Motion  Picture  Council  held 
a dinner  meeting  at  the  Eastland  Hotel 
to  formulate  plans  for  their  annual  meet- 
ing in  November.  Former  Governor  Carl  E. 
Milliken  of  New  York  was  a guest,  speak- 
ing on  the  “Development  in  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry.” 

The  racing  card  at  Old  Orchard  Beach 
kite  track  reached  $23,550  on  July  15  . . . 
Paula  Stone’s  new  husband,  “Duke  Daly,” 
known  to  Portlanders  as  Linwood  A.  Ding- 
ley,  is  a “native  son.”  He  visited  his  par- 
ents, Police  Lieut.  George  A.  Dingley  and 
Mrs.  Dingley,  of  28  Wellwood  Road,  early 
in  July  . . . The  International  Water  Fol- 
lies of  1939  are  due  here  August  1,  2 and  3. 
They  will  appear  at  the  Portland  High 
School  Stadium. 

New  England  Allied 
Echoes  Code  Nix 

Boston — National  Allied’s  disfavor  of  the 
trade  practice  code  acceptance  was  sec- 
onded at  a meeting  here  of  its  affiliate. 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  attended  by 
some  non -organization  theatre  men.  There 
were  no  dissenters  among  the  approximate- 
ly 40  voters,  which  included  the  guests. 

Senatorial  support  of  the  Neely  bill  by 
Walsh  and  Lodge  was  memorialized,  and 
it  was  announced  that  pressure  would  be 
applied  on  all  New  England  congressmen 
by  individual  Allied  members. 

The  highlight  of  the  meeting,  insofar 
as  Allied  buildup  was  concerned,  flopped. 
It  had  been  planned  to  reproduce  the 
transcribed  records  of  Nathan  Yamins,  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  Abe  Montague  and  Abram 
Myers  taken  from  their  speeches  on  the 
code  at  the  Minneapolis  convention.  The 
records  were  faulty,  however.  Yamins, 
armed  with  the  written  account,  enacted 
the  various  parts,  approximating  the  can- 
dor of  Gradwell  L.  Sears  and  the  fire  of  A1 
Steffes. 


Heads  Republic  Exchange 

New  Haven — Sam  Seletsky  has  been  ap- 
pointed branch  manager  for  the  local  Re- 
public exchange  by  Herman  Rifkin,  fran- 
chise holder.  He  replaces  George  Rabino- 
witz,  Rifkm’s  son-in-law,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Boston  sales  force. 


J^ONG-DARK  Metropolitan  Theatre  will 

open  for  a week,  August  20-27,  when 
George  Avdalas,  Greek  magician,  will  bring 
a 15-unit  show  into  the  house  for  en- 
gagement timed  to  match  National  Aheppa 
(Greek  organization)  convention  to  be 
held  here  next  month.  Morton  & Rey- 
nolds will  handle  the  magician’s  local  pub- 
licity. 

Local  theatremen  and  film  circles  are 
joining  whole  heartedly  in  plans  for  a 
memorial  benefit  performance  to  be  staged 
at  the  Elks  Auditorium  here  for  the  late 
Eddie  Healy.  Allan  Cross,  Healy’s  stage 
partner  for  years,  is  one  of  the  Broadway 
contingent  who  plans  to  take  part  in  the 
program. 

Manager  Ed  McBride  off  on  vacation  and 
Assistant  Manager  Vaughn  O’Neill  doing  a 
good  job  at  the  manager’s  desk  at  Loew’s 
State.  District  Manager  H.  M.  Addison 
looked  in  on  the  Providence  .scene  for  a 
short  stay  last  Saturday. 

Eddie  Reed  of  the  Strand  is  packing  his 
sword- fishing  equipment  for  a two  weeks’ 
quest  of  the  big  game  fish  scheduled  to 
take  place  for  a fortnight  starting  this 
Friday.  Last  year  Reed  had  the  laugh 
on  the  other  boys,  bringing  back  a sword- 
fish catch  which,  sold  at  the  dock,  brought 
him  a financial  return  more  than  enough 
to  offset  vacation  expenditures. 

Arthur  Slater,  chief  operator  at  Loew’s 
State,  got  his  54-foot  cruiser  Babs  into 
the  water  of  Pawtuxet  Cove  last  week  and 
is  as  enthusiastic  over  the  craft  as  any 
fond  father  might  be  over  a new  off- 
spring. Rest  of  staff  at  the  State  are 
hoping  that  Art  will  invite  ’em  all  for  a 
sail  before  the  season’s  over. 

Manchester  Newspaper 
Supports  Neely  Bill 

Manchester,  N.  H. — In  an  editorial,  the 
Manchester  Union  said  there  would  be 
“wide  satisfaction”  over  passage  of  the 
Neely  “block  booking”  bill  in  the  United 
States  Senate. 

“Obviously,”  said  the  newspaper,  “there 
is  no  sound  reason  why  an  exhibitor  should 
be  required  to  take  all  or  none  of  a group 
of  films  to  get  one  that  he  wants,  or  to 
take  films  like  a pig  in  a poke,  without 
knowing  exactly  what  he  is  getting.  In  this 
connection,  the  claim  of  Senator  Capper 
that  exhibitors  are  being  victimized  by  ‘a 
form  of  coercion,’  and  that  block  booking 
violates  the  principles  of  freedom  of  choice, 
appears  to  be  pertinent.” 


G-E  Hub  Distributor 

Boston — Jones,  McDuffee  and  Stratton 
Corp.  has  been  named  exclusive  distribu- 
tor here  for  General  Electric  commercial 
refrigeration  products,  which  have  been 
handled  the  past  six  months  by  the  local 
G-E  factory  branch  and  prior  to  that  by 
the  W.  L.  Thompson  Co. 


Script  Autry  Film 

Hollywood — “When  the  Moon  Comes 
Over  the  Mountain,”  a Gene  Autry  west- 
ern, is  being  scripted  by  Dorr  ell  and  Stuart 
MacGowan  for  Republic. 
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JAMES  SHEERAN,  state  film  censor,  has 

been  ill  with  arthritis  at  John  Adams 
Hospital. 

Hannah  Brand,  formerly  with  Harry 
Asher  and  now  with  E.  M.  Loew,  is  mourn- 
ing the  death  of  her  father  who  passed 
away  at  the  Forest  Hills  Hospital. 

Arline  Murphy  of  the  local  RKO  The- 
atres left  this  week  on  a cruise  . . . Prances 
Peeley  of  the  RKO  Boston  has  been  at 
Virginia  Beach  . . . Harry  Snyder,  New 
England  divisional  manager  for  J.  Don 
Alexander,  was  in  New  York  on  business 
last  week. 

Tony  Russo  is  managing  the  Colonial 
in  Bethlehem,  N.  H.,  for  Jack  Fames  . . . 
Meyer  Marcus,  M&F  assistant  publicist, 
and  Norman  Poretsky  of  Wholesome  Film 
Service,  has  left  for  a proposed  jaunt  along 
the  Gaspe  Peninsula  . . . Maurice  Schwartz 
of  M&P  has  been  in  Quebec  . . . Red  King, 
present  assistant  to  Publicist  Jack  Gra- 
nara  at  the  local  RKO  Theatres,  leaves 
August  7 to  visit  Producer  John  Hickey 
for  a week  and  to  spend  a.  second  week 
automobiling . 

Warren  Nichols,  Allied  official  from  New 
Hampshire,  is  out  of  the  hospital  and  con- 
valescing at  his  Peterborough  home  . . . 
Tony  Zinn,  resident  manager  of  RKO  Bos- 
ton, is  out  early  every  morning  on  the 
Wollaston  golf  course.  A frequent  greens 
companion  is  Dr.  Charles  Mahoney  . . . 
Herman  Rifkin,  Republic  distributor,  gets 
in  18  holes  three  or  four  mornings  every 
week. 

Thad  C.  Barrows,  projectionist  union 
head,  has  been  in  Atlantic  City  . . . Ben 
Domingo,  RKO  city  manager,  and  Mrs. 
Domingo  are  taking  the  Bermuda  sun  . . . 
The  family  of  Herbert  Higgins,  booker  for 
a group  of  independent  theatres,  plans  a 
Prince  Edward  Island  sojourn.  The  former 
Warner  head  booker  will  probably  go  to 
Bermuda  in  the  fall. 

Nat  Haase,  Detroit  manager  for  Irving 
Zussman  of  Metro  Premium  Co.,  has  re- 
turned to  his  territory  following  a fly- 
ing trip  here  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his 
mother-in-law  . . . William  Sussman  of 
20th-Pox  was  in  town  last  week  . . . Mary 
Trainor,  veteran  Columbia  employe,  con- 
tinues to  convalesce  favorably  following 
an  operation. 

Sam  Richmond,  buyer  and  booker  for 
Lockwood  and  Gordon  circuit,  and  Mrs. 
Richmond  have  six  pounds,  one  and  one- 
quarter  ounces  of  feminine  citizen.  She 
has  the  perhaps  indicative  name  of  Hope. 

Sam  Ruttenberg  of  the  Showboat  in 
Auburn,  Me.,  was  in  town  last  week  . . . 
Ethel  Simes  of  Netoco  returns  Monday 
from  a Nantucket  stay  . . . Leila  Clapp  of 
the  Lockwood  and  Gordon  chain  has  been 
acquiring  an  Oak  Bluffs  tan. 

Al  Swerdlove-  informed  this  publication 
this  week,  with  a wink,  that  he  was  going 
to  give  up  his  premium^  business,  so  as  to 
"devote  full  time  to  giving  casino  lessons 
to  Circuit-Owning  E.  M.  Loew. 

Julian  Rifkin,  general  manager  of  the 
Rifkin  circuit,  and  Paul  Kessler,  manager 
of  the  Suffolk  in  Holyoke,  were  to  have 


returned  this  week  from  an  automobile 
tour  that  included  Hollywood,  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Dave  Grover,  RKO  booker,  has  been 
vacationing  on  Cape  Cod  . . . Harvey  Isen- 
herg,  assistant  to  Manager  Ben  Rosenberg 
of  the  Fenway,  is  vacationing  in  Maine  . . . 
Ben  Rosenberg,  formerly  assistant  mana- 
ger at  the  Paramount  in  New  York  and 
later  house  manager  of  the  local  Metro- 
politan, may  take  to  Maine  during  the 
first  two  weeks  in  August. 

Grace  McGowan,  Elizabeth  Dervin,  Doro- 
thy Gardiner  and  Marion  Bell  entertained 
six  New  York  home  office  girls,  for  several 
weeks  at  the  local  exchange,  on  the  Shera- 
ton Roof  one  night  last  week.  Funds  for 
the  foray  were  forthcoming  through  cour- 
tesy of  the  M-G-M  male  sector,  includ- 
ing the  manager,  office  manager,  booking 
manager  and  salesmen. 

George  Rabinowitz  is  now  Republic  sales 
representative  in  Rhode  Island  and  western 
Massachusetts  . . . Sam  Seletsky,  who  for- 
merly had  that  territory,  is  now  Republic 
manager  in  New  Haven. 

Martin  Mullin  and  Sam  Pinanski,  the 
M&P  of  the  ditto  circuit,  have  been  va- 
cationing at  the  latter’s  summer  home  in 
Beverly  Farms  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rosen- 
swig  of  Greenfield,  who  have  closed  their 
theatre  for  the  summer,  are  beaching  at 
Nahant. 

Harry  Rosenblatt,  M-G-M  salesman,  saw 
his  wife.  Fay,  and  son,  George,  off  Mon- 
day for  two  months  on  the  West  Coast  . . . 
Frank  Perry,  Foxboro  exhibitor,  plans  a 
September  vacation  that  may  take  in  the 
proposed  Allied  New  Jersey  regional  meet- 
ing and  the  World’s  Fair. 

Betty  Ashe  of  National  Screen  Service 
is  now  Mrs.  Leonard  Strumph  . . . The 
committee  in  charge  of  the  forthcoming 
film  district  outing,  which  will  be  held 
at  Seiler’s  Ten  Acres  on  August  15,  holds 
regular  meetings  every  Monday  evening  at 
the  RKO  exchange. 

Harry  Asher  tacked  up  a “Beyond  Ben- 
gal” poster  backwards  on  his  Piedmont 
Street  office  wall  so  as  to  use  the  white 
surface  as  a screen  for  a small  projector 
incorporated  in  a new  giveaway  device. 
The  reversed  exploitation  has  drawn  more 
comments  than  has  the  correctly  mount- 
ed one-sheet  on  the  film. 

Arthur  K.  Howard,  Allied  business  mana- 
ger, was  in  New  York  on  business  last 
week  . . . Jack  Findlay  was  in  the  district 
from  Westerly,  R.  I.  . . . Sayde  Weiner 
has  returned,  after  vacationing,  to  M-G-M. 

Al  Kane,  local  Paramount  exchange  man- 
ager, is  chairman  in  charge  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  forthcoming  annual  Boston 
Friars  Club  golf  tournament. 

Mae  Tully  of  the  Lockwood  and  Gordon 
circuit  goes  on  that  regular  thing  the 
middle  of  August  . . . Harry  Kirchgess- 
ner,  National  Screen  Service  manager,  re- 
turned this  week  . . . Alice  Hayes  of 
N.S.S.  ceased  vacationing  Monday. 

Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.  handed  out  apparent 
checks  to  “John  Q.  Public,”  entitling  the 


holders  to:  “Exactly  100.00  minutes  of  en- 
tertainment if  you  see  ‘Man  of  Conquest’ 
at  the  Key  Theatre,  Middleboro.” 

Loiois  Gordon  and  his  garden  furnish 
the  flowers  that  daily  decorate  the  Ar- 
lington Street  offices  of  the  theatre  chain 
he  operates  in  conjunction  with  Arthur 
Lockwood  . . . The  offices  of  Warner  The- 
atres, located  in  the  Statler  Bldg.,  have 
moved  from  the  fifth  to  the  eighth  floor. 

Frank  Murphy,  former  local  Loew’s  em- 
ploye, now  managing  the  State  in  Syra- 
cuse, banged  the  publicity  brass  for  “On 
Borrowed  Time”  by  admitting  free  the 
first  25  grandfathers  who  appeared  at  the 
theatre  accompanied  by  one  respective 
grandchild. 

William  J.  Mahoney,  former  Providence 
and  Woonsocket  exhibitor,  may  return  to 
the  film  field  . . . More  than  a few  local 
theatremen  are  already  getting  in  line  for 
the  motion  pictui’e  golden  jubilee  com- 
memorating a half  century  of  increased 
celluloid  prowess  which  gets  imderway  in 
August  and  continues  imtil  October  7. 

Julius  Joelson,  chain  owner,  now  has  a 
Fall  River  link  . . .Max  Melincoff,  War- 
ner theatres  executive,  has  a new  Brook- 
line home  and  is  planning  a house  warm- 
ing, possibly  in  September  . . . Meyer  Mar- 
cus of  M&P  was  given  a summons  for 
“overspeeding  a motor  vehicle  on  Morton 
St.”  Marcus,  who  wants  to  sell  the  car, 
claims  he  is  glad  to  have  such  a “recom- 
mendation” in  writing. 

William  Viano  day  and  dated  “Tumble- 
weeds” at  his  Teele  Square,  Broadway  and 
Somerville  theatres.  Michael  J.  Hurney, 
Specialty  Pictures  salesman,  closed  the 
deal. 

J.  Don  Alexander’s  yacht,  the  “Three 
Smiles,”  may  be  in  Boston  the  middle  of 
next  month.  It  was  in  New  York  last 
week  . . . Alice  J.  McCarthy  of  Shubert’s 
is  World  Fairing  . . . C.  F.  Millitt,  operator 
of  the  State  in  Bridgton,  gave  Booker  Her- 
bert Higgins  a fishing  weekend  . . . Rose 
Eskin,  M&P  accountant,  is  visiting  her  sis- 
ter in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Jack  Shea  and  his  bride,  the  daughter 
of  Circuit  Owner  John  Deery,  will  be  at 
home  on  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York,  following 
their  honeymoon  in  the  Canadian  Rockies. 

Charles  Brent,  local  exhibitor  and  road 
show  distributor,  and  his  wife,  Beth,  left 
last  week  for  four  weeks  or  so  at  New 
Orleans,  Tulsa,  etc.  . . . The  Garden  in 
Springfield  has  been  darkened  by  Messrs. 
Cohen  and  Cohen,  circuit  owning  brothers. 

The  Crown  in  Lowell  has  been  rejuve- 
nated with  complete  sound  equipment  . . . 
New  rectifiers  and  projectors  have  gone 
into  the  Morse  in  Franklin. 

Ben  Greenberg , manager  of  the  Stadium 
in  Woonsocket,  tied  in  at  no  cost  with  the 
largest  restaurant  in  toum  on  100  menu 
checks,  each  plugging  the  M&P  house  on 
the  reverse  side  . . . Leonard  “Skip”  Dunn, 
manager  of  the  Olympia  in  Lynn,  drew  612 
admissions  one  Thursday  afternoon  as  a 
result  of  a cooking  school  promotion.  The 
average  for  the  past  four  weeks  had  been 
but  278. 
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■pHE  ANNUAL  film  golf  tournament  at 

Racebrook  Country  Club  on  August  1 
will  hardly  be  a verdant  memory,  when 
film  folk  will  be  readying  for  the  tradi- 
tional film  district  outing  at  Rustic  Inn, 
Lake  Quanipaug,  on  August  10.  Following 
the  buffet  luncheon  at  the  Inn,  the  com- 
mittee headed  by  Homer  C.  Downey  is 
planning  a baseball  game,  with  some  fancy 
pitching,  batting  and  running  by  surprise 
players  being  groomed  for  the  occasion, 
swimming,  pie-eating  contest,  and  various 
races.  One  of  the  famous  chicken  dinners 
in  which  the  Inn  specializes  will  be  followed 
by  dancing  and  other  entertainment.  The 
committee  urges  that  reservations  be  made 
well  in  advance. 

George  Rabinoivits  of  the  Republic  of- 
fice changes  posts  with  Sam  Seletsky  of 
Republic,  Boston,  this  week.  Seletsky  will 
be  in  charge  at  New  Haven,  while  Rabino- 
witz  takes  over  the  westeryi  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  territory  out  of  Boston. 

Morris  Joseph,  Universal  exchange  man- 
ager, who  was  winner  of  a prize  in  the  re- 
cent Universal  drive,  was  host  to  his  office 
force  and  a few  friends  at  a dinner  party 
at  Baybrook  Inn  last  week. 

Joseph  Walsh  has  opened  the  remodeled 
Rialto,  Windsor  Locks.  Louis  Philips  of 
Modern  Theatre  Equipment,  personally 
supervised  the  renovation  . . . It’s  being 
whispered  that  ‘‘A  Day  at  the  Races”  will 
have  its  world  premiere  in  Bridgeport, 
home  of  the  late  P.  T.  Barnum,  and  that 
great  plans  are  afoot  to  put  the  event  over 
in  a big  way. 

Breaking  ground:  Tire  John  C.  Hesses 
of  Moosup  have  moved  a steam  shovel  to 
their  theatre  site  in  Groton  . . . The  Shul- 
mans  of  the  Rivoli  and  Webster,  Hartford, 
are  reported  digging  in  Windsor  for  the 
Windsor-Plaza  Cinema.  Plans  call  for  a 
library  for  waiting  patrons  and  illumin- 
ated wall  for  hanging  paintings  and  other 
exhibits  by  local  artists. 

Al  Daytz  of  Metro  Premium,  flew  back 
from  Chicago  after  a month’s  leave  dur- 
ing which  his  brother,  Mick  Daytz,  took 
charge  of  the  New  Haven  office  . . . Mar- 
tin Harris  of  the  State,  Hartford,  is  vaca- 
tioning . . . Abe  Fishman  spent  several 
days  on  Cape  Cod  . . . George  and  Selma 
Rabinowitz  were  visitors  at  the  World  Fair 
on  Gene  Autry  Day,  just  before  the  idol 
of  the  wild  west  left  for  London,  Silver  and 
all  ..  . Katherine  Fitzgerald  of  Republic 
is  getting  some  rest  and  recreation  at  Ted 
Hilton’s  Hideaway,  Moodus  . . . Sara 
Magliola  of  Warner’s  is  in  Atlantic  City, 
after  visiting  the  Fair  . . . Hannah  Gins- 
berg, secretary  to  Johyi  Pavone,  is  on  the 
sick  list  . . . Philip  Saslau  of  Fishman 
Theatres,  visited  at  Racquette  Lake,  N.  Y. 
. . . .Governor  Raymond  Baldwin  will  va- 
cation on  the  coast  and  look  in  on  the 
studios  . . . Jane  Doohan  of  20th-Fox,  is 
sunning  at  Sunapee,  Vt.  . . . Lucy  Zlotkow- 
ski  of  Universal  is  at  her  cottage  at  Indian 
Neck. 

Several  continuances  postponed  decision 
on  Savin  Rock  Bingo,  for  which  fraternal 
groups  had  obtained  a permit  . . . Question 
to  be  answered  is  whether  a permit  issued 


for  one  location  is  applicable  to  additional 
premises  as  well.  In  the  future,  it  is  stated, 
24  hours’  advance  notification  to  allow  po- 
lice investigation  will  be  required  for  per- 
mits . . . New  Britain  common  council 
has  authorized  Bingo. 

New  crop  of  expectant  fathers:  Lawrence 
Caplan,  executive  secretary  of  Allied  . . . 
Dr.  Chasnoff,  son-in-law  of  Zelig  Fish- 
man . . . George  Rabinowitz,  now  of  Re- 
public, Boston. 

Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  publicity  head, 
and  P.  Jefferson  of  the  New  York  National 
Screen  Service  office  are  making  the  cir- 
cuit with  an  eye  to  lobbies  . . . Harry  P. 
Shaw  just  back  after  one  of  his  frequent 
jaunts  around  the  circuit  . . . The  Nathan 
Lamperts  of  Colchester  are  reported  to 
have  settled  their  family  difficulties  with 
respect  to  the  “borscht”  circuit  houses. 

Morton  Levy  and  Roger  Ferri  of  New 
York  and  Tom  Bailey  of  Boston,  were  the 
20th-Fox  executives  who  helped  launch  the 
seventh  annual  S.  R.  Kent  drive  in  the 
local  exchange  last  week.  The  drive,  Aug- 
ust 12-December  16  celebrates  the  30th 
anniversary  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck  in  the 
industry  . . . The  4,000-seaf  State,  Hart- 
ford, goes  back  on  full-time  schedule 
September  1. 

Connecticut  jobless  placed  at  101,580  at 
end  of  June,  in  spite  of  pickup  in  hotels, 
restaurants,  transportation  and  agricul- 
ture . . . 1,200  WPA  Hartford  employes  are 
off  the  list  and  back  on  local  relief. 

David  McGarry,  usher  at  the  Bradley, 
Putnam,  was  beaten  up  on  his  way  home 
by  four  boys  whom  he  had  put  out  of  the 
theatre  earlier  in  the  day  for  disorderly 
behavior  . . . Julian  Tuthill,  film  editor  of 
Hartford  Times,  and  new  exhibitor  at 
Sowid  View,  poured  out  some  grudges 
against  film  and  trailer  men,  in  a recent 
article  on  his  theatre  page.  He  promised 
to  go  on  with  “rackets  encountered  in  the 
theatre  business.” 

Ben  Simon,  20th-Pox,  has  moved  to  a 
new  residence  on  Goffe  Street  . . . Emil 
Feldberg  of  National  Screen  Service  has 
signed  a new  deal  with  the  Princess,  Hart- 
ford . . . N.  C.  Wrisley  has  sold  his  oven- 
ware  deal  to  the  White  Way  Theatre  . . . 
Connecticut  Films  reports  a first  Con- 
necticut booking  of  William  S.  Hart  in 
“Tumbleweeds”  at  Warner’s  Palace,  Tor- 
rington,  after  successful  runs  in  other 
states. 

Metro  was  more  beehive  than  ever  as 
July  31  and  the  close  of  the  most  recent 
sales  contest  approached  with  prizes  in 


As  Bad  as  a 
Sales  Tax 

Boston — The  weekly  pass  output  of 
one  of  New  England's  larger  motion 
picture  circuits  fluctuates  between  two 
and  three  per  cent  of  aggregated  ticket 
sales,  a chain  executive  informed  this 
publication. 


view  . . . Jack  Schaefer,  editor  of  Theatre 
News,  is  the  new  editor  of  the  Journal- 
Courier  . . . Charles  P.  Ives  II  goes  to  the 
Baltimore  Sun  as  associate  editor. 

'Theatre  Row:  With  Bob  Russell  on  va- 
cation, Harry  Shaw  complains  of  being 
annoyed  constantly  by  Nat  Rubin  who  has 
a new  exploitation  idea  per  minute  . . . 
Roger  Sherman  Theatre  has  used  poster 
space  on  city  trolleys  for  “Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask”  . . . Dixwell  used  this  medium 
for  several  months  . . . Jack  O’Connell  of 
the  Sherman  arranged  a street  ballyhoo 
for  several  days  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  “Iron  Mask”  picture,  dressing  man  in 
black  gown  and  papier  mache  mask. 

Nat  Rubin  broke  precedent  when  his 
doggedness  resulted  in  a 9x12  banner  on 
“On  Borrowed  Time”  going  up  on  the  side 
of  the  Child’s  restaurant  building  in  the 
center  of  the  city.  He  also  promoted  23 
free  spot  announcements  on  WELI  . . . 
Harry  Shaw  issued  invitations  to  a special 
screening  of  the  picture. 

Jack  Simon  of  the  Poll,  Hartford,  is 
visiting  in  Pittsburgh  and  Wallie  Cooper 
is  carrying  on  at  the  theatre  in  good  style 
. . . George  Raising  vacationed  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Montreal  . . . Matt  Saun- 
ders of  the  Poll,  Bridgeport,  is  off  this 
week,  following  the  return  of  Morris  Ros- 
enthal to  the  Majestic  . . . Sam  Badamo 
and  Lou  Cohen  are  only  Loew-Poli  men 
with  vacations  ahead. 

Instance  of  unusual  cooperation  for  mu- 
tual benefit  was  evidenced  by  the  Bonoff 
Theatre,  Madison  and  Clinton  summer 
playhouse.  Tommy  Lewis,  appearing  as  the 
juvenile  lead  of  “On  Borrowed  Time”  at 
the  playhouse,  was  loaned  to  Bonoff  for  a 
personal  appearance  at  his  cinema,  the 
week  preceding  his  opening  with  the  pic- 
ture. A party  also  arranged  on  the  lawn 
of  the  playhouse  at  which  Tommy  was  host 
to  500  children  from  Clinton  and  neigh- 
boring towns. 

Ward  Morehouse,  for  many  years  drama 
critic  of  the  New  York  Sun,  is  spending  a 
week  with  Ned  Ai-mstrong,  Clinton  Play- 
house publicity  man.  Morehouse  is  com- 
pleting a new  book,  “Forty-five  Minutes 
After  Eight.” 

Brent's  House  in  Mendon 
Goes  to  Dorris  Andrews 

Boston — Dorris  Andrews,  formerly  of 
the  Metropolitan,  has  taken  over  manage- 
ment of  the  Nipmuc  Park  Theatre  in  Men- 
don, summer  house  operated  by  Charles 
Brent.  Miss  Andrews’  father,  who  died  a 
niunber  of  years  ago,  was  identified  with 
early  experiments  in  the  present  Techni- 
color process. 

Brent,  who  left  last  week  to  be  gone 
upwards  of  a month  in  the  west,  is  oper- 
ating the  Bay  State  house  with  exploita- 
tion product. 


Replaces  Bette  Davis 

Hollywood — Miriam  Hopkins  has  re- 
placed Bette  Davis  in  the  top  feminine  role 
in  Warner’s  “All  This  and  Heaven,  Too,” 
based  on  the  story  by  Rachel  Field.  George 
Brent  has  the  male  lead  and  Edmund 
Goulding  will  direct. 
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Curb  on  Providence 
Censors  May  Come 

Providence — The  Rhode  Island  supreme 
court’s  ruling  that  the  Providence  bureau 
of  police  and  fire  was  entirely  within  its 
merits  in  denying  license  for  showing  of 
“Professor  Mamlock”  here  is  likely  to  be 
followed  by  a movement  to  change  the 
board’s  powers  of  censorship  through  re- 
vision of  laws  at  next  session  of  the  state’s 
general  assembly.  Court  held  the  action 
by  the  bureau  to  be  a “final  determina- 
tion” and  there  is  no  method  of  appeal 
under  which  the  bureau’s  findings  may  be 
reviewed. 

Says  the  Providence  Evening  Bulletin, 
editorially,  in  its  issue  of  July  18:  “By 
statute  the  bureau  has  tremendous  power 
of  censorship.  This  power  enjoyed  with- 
out the  qualification  of  hearing  or  appeal, 
must  be  viewed  with  uneasiness  in  a dem- 
ocratic form  of  government;  and  it  is  en- 
tirely proper  that  the  general  assembly 
should  be  asked  to  provide  relief.  The 
banning  of  ‘Professor  Mamlock’  by  the 
bureau  in  March  raised  an  issue  which  de- 
serves to  be  publicly  threshed  out — that  of 
political  censorship,  for  that  is  what  the 
bureau  exercised  in  this  instance.  It  class- 
ified the  picture  as  communistic  propa- 
ganda and  as  tending  to  provoke  class 
and  race  hatred.  Granting  that  it  is 
propaganda,  designed  to  expose  the  Nazis, 
does  the  picture  do  harm  to  the  truth, 
does  it  exaggerate  and  distort  facts  out  of 
proportion?  . . . Truth,  in  the  case  of 
actual  Nazi  conduct,  is  even  stronger  than 
in  the  performance  of  film  mummers.  The 
argument  of  truth  is,  therefore,  all  against 
censorship. 

“The  constitutional  liberties  which  allow 
newspapers  to  print  the  news  from  Ger- 
many, editorial  writers  to  comment  on  it, 
magazines  to  cover  the  general  field,  speak- 
ers to  discuss,  protest  or  defend  should  not 
be  denied  to  motion  pictures  . . . The  bu- 


reau assumed  an  awful  responsibility  when 
it  took  upon  itself  to  judge  what  is  or  what 
is  not  a ‘controversial  point  of  view.’  'There 
will  be  no  end  of  its  activities  if  it  assumes 
to  itself  the  censoring  of  controversy  over 
political  ideologies.  The  people  have  the 
right  to  form  their  own  political  opinions 
and  they  have  the  right  of  access  to  the 
sources  which  make  opinion,  among  which 
is  the  motion  picture. 

“.  . . We  believe  that  they  (the  Bureau 
members)  exercised  arbitrary  power  when 
they  became  censors  of  political  points  of 
view  in  motion  pictures.  ’The  logical  con- 
clusion of  this  is  the  sterilization  of  con- 
troversy— and  that  is  inimical  to  the  in- 
stitutions of  free  people. 

“Because  the  court  has  confirmed  the 
board’s  power,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the 
members  to  exercise  it  with  the  greatest 
discretion  and,  in  the  case  of  items  of 
political  controversy,  to  resolve  doubts  in 
favor  of  liberty  to  expression.  And  the 
general  assembly  would  be  well  advised 
to  re-examine  the  power  granted  to  the 
bureau  and  condition  it  in  the  traditional 
American  way.” 

Bank  Night  Under  Fire 

Since  the  supreme  court’s  upholding  of 
the  Providence  bureau  that  body  has  again 
turned  thumbs  down  on  an  application 
for  staging  of  “Of  Mice  and  Men”  and 
“The  Women”  at  the  Albee  Theatre  here. 
'The  board  gave  approval  to  Jules  Leven- 
thal’s  representative’s  license  application 
on  “Susan  and  God,”  but  with  other  plays 
banned  it  is  unlikely  that  the  legitimate 
producers  will  come  back  for  an  August 
run  at  the  Albee,  as  had  been  planned. 

Another  recent  R.  I.  court  ruling  watched 
by  theatre  operators  was  Judge  G.  Pi-ed- 
erick  Frost’s  superior  court  opinion  that 
Bank  Nights  in  the  state  are  lotteries 
and  therefore  illegal  under  the  criminal 
law.  The  decision  adjudged  the  Big  Chief 
Corp.,  grocery  market  operators,  guilty  on 
an  indictment  charging  it  with  committing 
such  an  offense  in  operating  a Bank  Night 
drawing  June  21,  1938.  Defense  counsel 
announced  it  would  appeal  the  case  to  the 
supreme  court. 


J^E-TRO  ’S  “Let  Freedom  Ring”  was 
shown  at  the  Somersworth  Theatre 
for  two  days,  with  a special  children’s  per- 
formance, to  raise  money  to  pay  for  the 
services  of  a nurse  for  Somersworth  Chap- 
ter, American  Red  Cross. 

Seven  annual  fairs  are  hooked,  in  New 
Hampshire  for  this  season.  They  are: 
Cheshire  Fair,  Keene,  August  25-27;  Lan- 
caster Fair,  September  2-4;  Plymouth 
Fair,  September  12-14;  Hopkinton  Fair, 
September  19-21;  Rochester  Fair,  Septem- 
ber 26-30;  Deerfield  Fair,  October  4-5; 
Sandwich  Fair,  October  12. 

John  P.  Medbury,  gag  writer  for  Burns 
and  Allen,  spent  his  vacation  at  Bretton 
Woods,  in  the  White  Mountains. 

Patricia  De  Paul  Palmer,  New  York  ac- 
tress, last  seen  in  “The  American  Land- 
scape,” and  Charles  Hudson  Ansley,  actor 
in  “Idiot’s  Delight”  and  “I  Must  Love 
Someone,”  were  married  recently  in  the 
Chapel  of  the  Hours  in  Tamworth.  Fran- 
cis G.  Cleveland,  son  of  the  late  president 


and  manager  of  The  Barnstormers,  Tam- 
worth summer  stock  company,  was  an 
usher  at  the  wedding,  while  his  wife  was 
matron  of  honor. 

James  Ellison,  film  star,  and  his  wife 
were  recent  weekend  guests  of  Corey  Ford, 
scenarist,  at  his  summer  home  in  Free- 
dom. The  Hollywood  couple  enjoyed  sight- 
seeing in  the  White  Mountains  during  their 
stay. 

Like  other  state  capitals.  Concord  had 
a preview  of  the  film  “Our  Leading 
Citizen,”  July  27,  when  newspapermen  and 
other  guests  were  invited. 

Bernard  R.  Gendron  has  been  appoint- 
ed as  new  manager  of  the  Capitol  in  Hills- 
boro. He  comes  from  Groveton. 

The  full  string  of  thoroughbreds  owned 
by  Louis  B.  Mayer,  M-G-M  chief,  are  run- 
ning during  the  current  horse  racing  meet 
at  Rockingham  Park  in  Salem.  This  is 
their  eastern  debut. 


pjARRY  ROSE,  Globe  manager,  didn’t  see 
a single  of  any  kind  during  his  vacation. 


Marie  Wilson  has  arrived  at  Ridgefield 
to  begin  rehearsals  for  “Gentlemen  Prefer 
Blondes.”  Constance  Collier,  also  of  pic- 
tures, will  be  in  the  same  play. 

’Tire  marquee  and  lobby  at  the  American 
have  received  a coat  of  fresh  paint. 

The  Levine  circuit  softball  team  is  far 
ahead  in  the  theatre  league. 

Thieves  broke  into  the  boxoffice  at  the 
Barnum  Theatre,  but  got  nothing  for  their 
trouble. 

Hank  Keene’s  tent  show  is  playing  three- 
day  dates  through  this  territory. 

Manager  Morris  Rosenthal  is  back  from 
his  vacation  that  included  his  second  visit 
to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 

Kitty  Clancy  did  a one-day  personal  ap- 
pearance at  the  Loew-Poli  and  Tex  Fletch- 
er was  on  the  Globe  stage  three  days. 

The  Globe  followed  its  bathing  beauty 
contest  with  a jitterbug  contest. 

Palace,  Torrington,  is  featuring  “giant 
show  night”  once  a week. 

Two  New  England  Chains 
Buy  Republic  s Output 

Boston — Republic  has  closed  deals  for 
its  1939-40  product  with  Interstate  Thea- 
tres, operating  32  houses  in  the  New  Eng- 
land territory,  and  with  Maine  & New 
Hampshire  Theatres,  operating  21  units 
in  the  same  territory. 

J.  R.  Grainger,  Herman  Rifkin,  New 
England  franchise  holder;  and  E.  Morey, 
local  office  manager,  negotiated  the  deals. 

Louis  H,  Schwartz  Dies 
Alter  Long  Illness 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Louis  H.  Schwartz, 
59,  for  nearly  20  years  a member  of  the 
New  England  Advertising  Co.  which  han- 
dled all  the  advertising  for  the  old  Poll 
Theatre  chain,  died  recently  at  the  Noroton 
Hospital  for  Veterans  after  a long  illness. 
He  had  been  a resident  of  the  city  nearly 
40  years. 


"Devotion"  to  Hilton 

Hollywood — James  Hilton  will  adapt 
“Devotion”  for  Warner  from  a story  by 
Edward  Beaudine  and  Theodore  Reed, 
based  on  the  lives  of  the  three  Bronte 
sisters.  Bette  Davis,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald 
and  Olivia  de  Havilland  are  set  for  the 
top  roles  and  Edmund  Goulding  will  di- 
rect. 


New  Role  lor  Rilkin 

Boston  — Herman  Rifkin,  president  of 
Republic  Pictures  Corp.  of  New  England, 
is  to  become  a grandfather.  The  parents 
will  be  his  son-in-law.  Republic  Salesman 
George  Rabinowitz,  and  his  daughter, 
Selma. 
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to  come  during  the  rest  of  the  picture  year.  The  only  annual  pub- 
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Five  Great  BOXOFFICE  Services! 

EACH  CONTAINING  A MULTIPUCITY  OF  PRACTICAL- VALUE  FEATURES 


ASSOCIATED  PUBL  IC  ATIONS 


NEW  YORK 

9 Rockefeller  Plaza 
Louis  Rydell,  Adv.  Mgr. 


CfflCAGO 

332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 
J.  Harry  Toler,  Mgr. 


HOLLYWOOD 

6404  Hollywood  Blvd. 
Ivan  Spear,  Mgr. 


82 


BOXOFFICE  ::  July  29,  1939 


Eleven  Are  Named  in 
Alhens  'Conspiracy' 

Birmingham — A suit  for  $100,000  against 
11  defendants,  charging  they  conspired 
to  monopolize  the  motion  picture  business 
at  Athens,  Ala.,  and  to  destroy  his  busi- 
ness there,  has  been  filed  in  U.  S.  district 
court  here  by  M.  M.  Buchanan  and  the 
Buchanan  Amusement  Co. 

The  defendants  named  are:  Muscle 
Shoals  Theatres,  Inc.,  and  Louis  Rosen- 
baum, president:  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
Inc.;  Paramount  Film  Distributing  Corp.; 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.:  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.:  Vitagraph,  Inc.:  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox Film  Corp.:  Loew’s,  Inc.:  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  Corp.,  and  the  United  Art- 
ists Corp. 

The  suit  charges  the  Crescent  company 
and  Muscle  Shoals  Theatres  entered  into  a 
scheme  to  prevent  the  opening  of  a house 
which  Buchanan  was  remodeling  “with  a 
deliberate  and  avowed  purpose  of  putting 
the  plaintiff  out  of  business.” 

These  two  defendants  are  alleged  to  have 
conspired  with  the  other  defendants  not 
to  sell  him  pictures,  at  least  pictures  which 
would  justify  operation.  The  plaintiff  fur- 
ther alleges  United  Artists  refused  to  carry 
out  a contract  to  supply  him  with  pic- 
tures, except  to  offer  him  old  film  which 
had  been  rejected  by  Crescent. 


R&R  Texas  at  Sherman 
Opens,  Entirely  Modern 

Sherman,  Tex. — All  new  from  top  to 
bottom  and  front  to  back,  Robb  & Rowley’s 
new  Texas  Theatre  has  opened,  replacing 
the  former  house  which  burned  to  the 
ground  at  the  turn  of  the  year. 

Tliere  were  Klieg  lights  for  the  initial 
showing  and  other  features  for  first  night- 
ers.  Several  Dallas  film  men  attended, 
among  whom  were  Wallace  Walthall,  Joe 
Estes,  Don  Douglas  and  visiting  R&R  man- 
agers included  Dave  Callahan  of  Waxa- 
hachie:  Taylor,  Hillsboro:  J.  F.  Jones, 
Palestine:  Earl  Shultz,  Crockett,  and  Mc- 
Clain, Colorado.  R.  D.  Leatherman,  Inter- 
state’s manager  at  Denison,  was  there. 

Manager  H.  E.  Hardgrave  had  visiting 
guests  in  his  office  for  refreshments. 

The  Texas  is  strictly  modern  in  its  front, 
equipment  and  furnishings.  Especially  for 
ladies  are  extra  large  mirrors  at  the  stairs 
on  either  side  of  the  foyer. 


Grainger  in  Southwest  for 
Republic  Conferences 

Dallas — James  R.  Grainger,  president 
of  Republic,  was  in  town  two  days  in  con- 
ference with  southwestern  branch  man- 
agers and  franchise  holders.  The  sessions 
were  held  in  air-oonditioned  quarters  at 
one  of  the  big  hotels.  They  were  Sol  Davis, 
of  Oklahoma  City:  B.  F.  Busby,  of  Little 
Rock:  C.  E.  Hilgers,  southern  division 
manager  of  Atlanta:  W.  G.  Underwood  and 
Lloyd  B.  Rust,  of  Dallas. 

R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Interstate  vice-presi- 
dent, had  them  out  for  dinner  and  to  the 
baseball  game. 


Griffith  and  Majors  Ask  for 
Specific  Data  in  Motions 


Oklahoma  City — Griffith  Amusement 
Co.  and  affiliated  companies  and  producer- 
defendants  in  the  department  of  justice 
anti-trust  suit  here  have  filed  motions  in 
district  court  asking  more  detailed  data 
against  them  from  the  government  and 
additional  time  to  file  an  answer.  They 
also  seek  a specific  bill  of  particulars. 

The  government  complaint,  filed  April 
28,  charges  the  Griffith  companies,  none 
of  which  is  affiliated  with  the  eight  ma- 
jors, combined  to  monopolize  first  and 
second-run  exhibition  where  Griffith  oper- 
ates. The  theatre  circuit  operates  in  Okla- 
homa, Texas,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  as 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  Consolidated  The- 
atres, Inc.,  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc., 
and  Westex  Theatres,  Inc. 

Government  Complaint  "Vague'' 

The  Griffith  motion,  filed  in  Judge  Ed- 
gar S.  Vaught’s  federal  district  court  and 
asking  the  government  to  submit  a bill  of 
particulars  covering  their  alleged  viola- 
tions of  the  anti-trust  laws,  asserts  the 
government’s  complaint  is  too  vague  to 
permit  preparation  of  a proper  answer. 

Separate  defense  motions  were  filed  by 
Paramount,  M-G-M  and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  RKO 
Radio,  Vitagraph,  Universal,  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  Columbia.  The  distributor  mo- 
tions were  similar  to  the  Griffith  motion 
and  ask  the  government  to  give  names  and 
locations  of  theatres  which,  it  claims,  the 
Griffith  interests  have  been  able  to  take 
over  or  keep  closed  because  of  their  al- 
leged control  of  the  territory. 

The  motions  also  ask  specific  data  as  to 
when  and  under  what  circumstances  dis- 
tributor defendants  allegedly  combined 
with  Griffith  companies  in  violation  of  the 
trust  laws:  the  manner  in  which  Griffith 
companies  “compelled”  distributor  defend- 
ants to  grant  them  exclusive  privileges  as 
charged,  and  more  information  on  the  al- 
leged agreement  allocating  territory.  They 
ask  the  government  to  number  the  fea- 
ture pictures  assertedly  released  by  each  of 
the  distributing  firms  in  the  past  five  years 

K.  Lee  Williams  Will 
Have  Fordyce  Duo 

Oklahoma  City — ^Purchase  of  the  Amusu 
Theatre  at  Fordyce,  Ark.,  and  drafting  of 
plans  for  construction  of  a new  house 
there  have  been  announced  by  K.  Lee 
Williams,  president  of  K.  Lee  Williams 
Theatres,  Inc. 

Construction  on  the  new  theatre  will  be 
started  immediately  under  the  direction  of 
C.  E.  Parker,  who  has  rebuilt  five  of  the 
recently  acquired  Williams  properties. 

The  new  circuit  takes  over  the  Amusu 
August  12  and  will  operate  it  until  the  new 
house  has  been  completed  and  is  ready  to 
open.  At  that  time  the  Amusu  will  be 
closed  for  complete  remodeling. 

The  chain  now  has  theatre  properties 
in  Broken  Bow,  Okla.,  and  Nashville,  For- 
dyce,  Dierks,  DeQueen  and  Ashdown,  Ark. 


and  to  detail  the  manner  in  which  the 
“exclusive  privileges,”  which  the  Griffith 
theatres  allegedly  enjoy,  have  prevented 
other  exhibitors  from  obtaining  enough 
first-class  pictures  to  operate  their  the- 
atres. The  name  and  location  of  each 
theatre  which  the  government  claims  was 
unable  to  obtain  enough  first-class  prod- 
uct to  operate  successfully  also  are  sought. 

In  their  briefs  distributors  charge  the 
government  has  defined  certain  trade  terms 
in  an  “artificial  way”  and  ask  that  it  de- 
fine, among  other  words  and  phrases, 
“first-run,”  “first-run  clearance”  and 
“first-class  pictures,”  as  commonly  used 
in  the  industry. 

United  Artists,  Columbia  and  Universal 
are  represented  by  separate  counsel,  their 
motions  differing  in  some  particulars  from 
those  of  the  other  distributors. 

As  predicted  by  Boxoffice,  defense  mo- 
tions were  filed  several  days  in  advance 
of  the  time  alloted  by  Judge  Vaught,  in 
whose  court  the  suit  probably  will  be  heard. 
He  had  previously  granted  them  until  July 
27  to  file  answers.  They  were  submitted 
July  19. 

Speedy  Trial  Sought 

While  defendants  have  asked  for  addi- 
tional time  to  answer  the  government’s 
petition,  the  department  of  justice  already 
has  made  it  known  it  will  seek  a speedy 
trial.  However,  the  motions  just  filed  in 
many  instances  are  similar  to  those  sub- 
mitted during  the  early  stages  of  the 
Momand  cases  which,  after  more  than  a 
year  of  motion  filing,  are  ready  for  trial 
this  fall.  The  subject  matter  of  the  Mo- 
mand damage  suits  are  akin  to  those  of 
the  department  of  justice  case,  in  that 
both  are  based  on  the  anti-trust  laws 
and  contain  similar  allegations. 

Charles  Dierker,  U.  S.  district  attorney 
for  the  western  district  of  Oklahoma,  when 
he  returned  from  Washington  a few  weeks 
ago,  announced  his  office  would  do  every- 
thing possible  to  bring  about  a speedy 
trial  date.  It  is  thought  in  some  film  cir- 
cles the  local  case  may  go  to  trial  in  ad- 
vance of  the  divorcement  action  in  New 
York  state. 

The  Griffith  action  is  supposedly  a sup- 
plemental suit  to  the  one  in  New  York  in- 
stituted by  the  department  of  justice,  which 
involves  only  producer-controlled  theatres. 
The  local  action  involves  an  independent 
circuit. 

Griffith,  one  of  the  largest  independent 
groups  in  the  country,  had  producer  af- 
filiations in  its  earliest  stages  of  forma- 
tion, using  capital  provided  by  Universal. 
Tills  loan,  however,  was  repaid  and  for  a 
number  of  years  the  company  has  been 
independent  of  producer-distributors.  The 
years  of  its  greatest  growth  have  been 
those  since  clearing  the  Universal  obliga- 
tion. 

The  department  of  justice  suit  will  be 
heard  in  Judge  Vaught’s  court,  while  the 
Momand  action  will  be  heard  by  Judge 
A.  P.  Murrah.  Trial  of  the  Momand  cases 
probably  will  begin  in  September.  De- 
partment officials  also  are  striving  for  a 
September  trial. 
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Sights  No  Oklahoma 
Allied  Dissension 


Oklahoma  City — “As  far  as  I have  been 
able  to  learn  there  is  no  organized  dis- 
sent within  our  organization  against  its 
affiliation  with  Allied  States,”  Orville  Von 
Gulker,  chairman  of  the  organizing  com- 
mittee of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Okla- 
homa. tells  Boxoffice. 

“I  have  canvassed  by  telephone  every 
member  of  the  association's  organizing 
committee  in  their  various  districts  and  all 
have  been  unable  to  find  such  dissatis- 
faction. I am  at  a loss  to  know  where  it 
exists.” 

Von  Gulker  released  his  statement  to 
this  publication  following  reports  that 
rank-and-file  membership  of  Allied  of  Ok- 
lahoma were  disgruntled  with  the  national 
affiliation  and  with  what  Allied  has  been 
doing  nationally. 

A meeting  of  the  northwestern  members 
of  the  state  group  has  been  set  for  the 
first  week  of  August.  At  this  meeting,  re- 
cordings of  speeches  and  copies  of  reso- 
lutions of  the  Minneapolis  National  con- 
vention of  Allied  will  be  presented  to  those 
attending  the  meeting  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Originally,  the  organization  had  been 
planned  as  an  independent  state  group 
without  any  national  affiliation.  However, 
at  an  organization  meeting,  from  which 
the  trade  press  was  excluded,  here  last 
spring  the  group  voted  to  affiliate  itself 
with  Allied  States  after  a discussion  by 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president. 

At  that  time  plans  of  an  independent 
organization  were  shelved. 

A later  meeting  of  the  committee  mem- 
bership also  voted  to  withhold  any  sanc- 
tioning of  the  projected  buying  pool.  How- 
ever, several  members  of  the  Oklahoma 
unit  later  attended  a meeting  of  the 
group  sponsoring  the  buying  pool  plan 
which  is  to  be  set  up  as  a separate  cor- 
PKiration  when,  and  if,  it  is  started. 

Those  attending  voted  against  start- 
ing the  pool  until  a later  date  “when 
the  Allied  of  Oklahoma  organization 
would  be  stronger  and  more  able  to  back 
the  pool  should  such  backing  be  needed.” 

During  the  Theatre  Owners  of  Okla- 
homa, Inc.,  (MPTOA  affiliate),  conven- 
tion George  Sumner,  Allied  correspond- 
ing secretary,  issued  a bulletin  to  all  Ok- 
lahoma exhibitors  to  attend  the  TOO  con- 
vention as  well  as  Allied’s  own  conven- 
tion scheduled  for  Oklahoma  City  in  Sep- 
tember. The  reason  advanced  was  to  per- 
mit exhibitors  to  “compare  the  two  as- 
sociations and  choose  the  one  best  suited 
to  your  purposes.”  Though  Allied  lead- 
ers attended  some  of  the  TO  of  Oklahoma 
sessions  and  were  invited  to  speak  to  the 
group,  they  declined  and  none  of  the 
promised  fireworks  materialized. 


New  Victoria  House 

San  Anionio — The  Griffith-Long  Thea- 
tres' which  operate  the  Rita  and  Queen 
theatres  at  Victoria,  are  constructing  a 
new  house  there  to  cost  approximately 
$100,000.  The  new  Victoria  will  seat  1,200. 


Recovering,  However — 

Dallas — There  was  much  ado  in  the 
R&R  booking  office  last  Wednesday.  Fear 
was  expressed  for  the  well-being  of  a 
father  as  a girl  was  born  this  day  to  the 
Don  Douglases.  R&R  executives,  includ- 
ing C.  V.  Jones,  and  the  women  of  the 
office,  got  busy  in  an  effort  to  put  Don 
at  ease  at  the  office.  First  a cot  was 
placed  beside  his  desk,  aU  pillowed,  and  a 
water  job  within  handy  reach  on  the  floor. 
On  the  desk  were  varieties  of  strong  stim- 
ulants, cigars,  chewing  gum,  paper  nap- 
kins, milk,  Wheaties  and  what  not.  On 
the  wall,  not  seen  in  the  photo,  is  a one- 
sheet  on  “How  to  Raise  a Baby”  by  Rob- 
ert Benchley.  In  view,  is  part  of  a sheet 
on  the  Warner  film,  “Yes,  My  Darling 
Daughter.”  A Woman’s  Home  Companion 

Theatre  Building  Pace 
In  Houston  Unchecked 

Houston  — With  three  neighborhood 
theatres  now  under  construction  here  in- 
dications are  that  a fourth  will  soon  be 
under  way  by  reason  of  a charter  granted 
to  Glass  Theatres  Corp.,  with  capital  stock 
reported  at  $1,000  and  with  incorporators 
listed  as  R.  Z.  Glass,  R.  W.  Glass,  and  C. 
D.  Glass.  R.  W.  is  a former  Dallas  exhibi- 
tor. The  new  house  here  is  to  be  called 
the  “Studewood,”  it  was  said,  with  its 
location  on  that  street  at  Eleventh.  The 
cost  was  estimated  at  $25,000. 

Charter  was  also  granted  to  the  same 
individuals  to  operate  the  Stude  Building 
Corp.  for  purposes  of  operating  in  real 
estate  and  with  capital  stock  of  $1,500. 

Interstate  circuit  is  building  a $125,000 
theatre  at  West  Alabama  and  Shepherd; 
Hugh  Potter  is  building  a $100,000  house  at 
West  Graym  near  Shepherd,  and  which 
Paul  P.  Scott  of  Dallas  will  operate,  and 
W.  V.  Ratcliff  is  erecting  a $60,000  thea- 
tre on  Navigation  Boulevard.  A fifth 
show  announced  some  weeks  ago  by  still 
another  party,  at  Shepherd  and  Rich- 
mond, is  believed  to  have  been  abandoned. 


Signs  One-Picture  Deal 

Hollywood — W.  W.  Watson  has  signed 
a one-picture  writing  contract  at  Co- 
lumbia. 


is  then  and  forevermore  in  papa’s  hands. 

Wallace  Walthall,  W.  G.  Underwood  and 
a few  others  were  active  in  the  gag.  “How 
do  you  feel  now?”  we  asked  Don  during 
the  mid-afternoon.  He  answered,  “Some 
better.” 

The  baby’s  name  is  Donna  Margaret 
Douglas,  born  July  19.  The  weight  was 
seven  pounds.  “She  has  grey  hair  and 
dimples,  which  makes  me  feel  awful 
proud,”  Don  said. 

Although  able  to  leave  the  cot  within 
a short  time,  Douglas  was  said  to  be  un- 
controllable throughout  the  day  and  had 
high  temperature. 

Both  mother  and  baby  are  doing  nicely. 
Mrs.  Douglas  is  known  to  friends  as  Polly. 
The  new  arrival  is  their  first  in  15  years. 

"Appreciation  Week" 
Aids  Interstate 

Dallas — Indications  were  that  “Appre- 
ciation Week”  as  observed  currently  by 
the  Interstate  circuit  was  going  to  be 
highly  successful  from  several  standpoints. 
In  the  campaign  Interstate  made  a 
straightforward  acknowledgement  of  its 
appreciation  to  the  public  for  its  loyalty 
and  support  during  past  seasons.  In  turn, 
circuit  bookers  set  in  the  best  pictures 
available  for  all  theatres. 

The  idea,  according  to  observers,  went 
far  to  foster  public  consciousness  as  to 
the  merits  of  film  entertainment,  and  au- 
tomatically built  increased  business  for 
most  of  the  theatres. 

Publicity  included  photos  in  newspapers 
of  all  managers  with  their  histories  in 
brief  under  the  title,  “Meet  Your  Neigh- 
bor.” 

Bearing  out  the  week’s  success  angle, 
the  R.  E.  Griffith  circuit,  it  is  imderstood, 
will  stage  an  “Appreciation  Week”  in  those 
theatres  within  a short  time. 


Retitle  "Tin  Hats" 

Hollywood — The  title  of  20th-Fox’s 
“Tin  Hats”  has  been  changed  to  “We’re 
in  the  Army  Now.” 
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Points  to  Rapid  Growth 
Of  16mm  Exhibition 


Dallas — The  growing  popularity  and 
usage  of  16mm  films  and  equipment  in 
Texas  was  described  Wednesday  by  a man 
closely  identified  with  the  industry,  but 
who  withheld  his  name. 

Installations  are  constantly  piling  up, 
mostly  in  schools,  some  in  clubs  and  other 
organizations.  He  cited  catalogues  widely 
distributed  in  the  territory  which  list  some 
200  or  more  pictures  of  ancient  vintage 
but  with  some  as  new  as  1938,  made  by 
major  companies  for  their  school  and  non- 
theatrical lists. 

Regardless  of  how  these  pictures  are 
sold,  whether  non-theatrical  or  not,  they 
are  competition  for  theatres  and  will  be- 
come increasingly  so  as  the  equipment  in- 
stallations grow,  the  man  said. 

He  warned  exhibitors  that  at  the  present 
rate  there  will  be  from  200  to  300  installa- 
tions of  16mm  equipment  in  the  state 
within  the  next  year. 


Austin  Pickup  Seen 

Austin,  Tex. — The  present  heat  wave  is 
boosting  business  receipts  at  all  of  Aus- 
tin’s eight  theatres.  With  the  tempera- 
ture hovering  around  the  100-degree 
mark,  the  people  of  the  Capitol  City  flock 
to  the  downtown  showhouses  in  order  to 
escape  the  torrid  spell. 


__l[l  A IL 

J O.  (Buddy)  Harris  was  rushed  to  Meth- 
odist Hospital  Monday  where  the  first 
diagnosis  was  appendicitis.  Late  reports 
on  his  condition  were  awaited  with  inter- 
est by  friends  on  the  Row. 

Lester  Meyer,  Strand  at  Chiiiicothe,  and 
Mrs.  Meyer  are  hack,  in  Texas  after  a 
month’s  vacation  in  California  which  in- 
cluded looking  over  the  Golden  Gate  Ex- 
position and  Hollywood.  He  was  in  town 
the  other  day  getting  his  hand  hack  into 
hooking  and  the  routing  of  theatre  opera- 
tion. Meyer  says  his  customers  are  throw- 
ing it  up  to  him  about  some  theatres  in 
his  section  offering  double  hills  at  lower 
admission  than  is  charged  in  Chiiiicothe. 

In  the  National  Screen  setup  we  find 
nearly  all  back  from  vacations  safe  and 
sound  with  but  one  still  unaccounted  for. 
The  returners  are  Artist  J.  O.  McClana- 
han,  Wallace  Walthall,  branch  manager, 
who  got  back  from  Alabama,  and  Dock 
Allen  who  went  here  and  there.  District 
Manager  Paul  Short  was  still  fishing  down 
around  Aransas  Pass  with  Henry  Hall  of 
Beeville. 

L.  A.  Franks,  Rio  at  Waxahachie,  was 
in  Tuesday  to  hook  a few  pictures  and 
incidentally  dropped  by  to  insert  a Box- 
office  ad  offering  his  theatre  for  sale. 
He  lives  at  Midlothian. 

It  was  Moving  Day  on  the  Row  'Tues- 


IL  A S - 

day.  The  combination  office  of  Lou  Bax- 
ley, Burt  King  and  Buddy  Harris  was 
moved  from  the  sweltering  upstairs  corner 
of  Harwood  & Jackson  down  to  the  re- 
frigerated second  floor  at  3121/2  S.  Har- 
wood which  also  houses  the  Jefferson 
booking  offices. 

The  second  move  was  made  hy  Walter 
Stoeppleman,  who  came  over  from  Main 
St.  to  an  attractive  office  at  302 1/2  S. 
Harwood.  Stoeppleman  has  about  com- 
pleted his  setup  for  national  distribution 
of  a hoxoffice  stimulant  which  he  will  tell 
the  trade  about  within  the  next  few  days. 

Joe  Clemmons  jr.,  manager  of  the  Tow- 
er in  Monahans,  made  his  first  trip  to 
town  since  he  moved  to  that  far  western 
part  of  the  state. 

Visiting  arowid  to  get  acquainted  was 
R.  C.  (Bob)  Hill,  supervisor  of  Columbia 
exchanges  in  Denver  and  Salt  Lake.  The 
Dallas  branch  serves  R.  E.  Griffith  the- 
atres in  New  Mexico  which  ordinarily  is 
handled  out  of  Denver.  J.  B.  Underwood, 
Dallas  manager,  escorted  Hill  about  Film- 
row. 

And  now  its  the  “Charninsky  Circuit” 
on  Elm  Street.  Recently  Interstate  took 
over  the  Mirror  Theatre.  Louis  Charninsky 
is  the  ace  manager  for  that  type  of  house, 

(Continued  on  page  89) 


H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

h 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


LOWER  COST  COOLING 


VARIABU  SPKO 


S?IrATION-IOW  POWER 
COST  AND  lONCER  Lift 


STRCAMtINE  DUAL  HUBB 

GUARANTEED  LONG  LfFE 
BEARINGS 


Large  Sizes  to  Cool  Entire 
Theatre 

Small  Sizes  to  Cool  Balconies 
or  Dead  Spots 

$1 65°"  up 

for  complete  AIR  WASHER  Sys- 
tem including  blower,  re-circu- 
lating pump,  motors,  etc. 

PROVEN  IN  THEATRES 


ERBER  BROTHERS 

210  so.  HARWOOD  "Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always"  Dallas,  texas 
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^LL-STATES  THEATRES,  Inc.,  is  open- 
ing the  Ritz  at  Union,  S.  C.  J.  D. 
Luker  will  be  in  charge. 


W.  H.  Hendrix  of  Greensboro  has  opened 
his  new  house  at  Reidsville. 

A new  colored  house  has  opened  at 
Gastonia  under  the  management  of  Mau- 
rice Honeigman. 

The  State  Theatre  will  open  at  Shelby 
about  September  1,  under  the  direction  of 
Jim  Reynolds  of  the  D&R  Amusement  Co. 

Bradfield  Takes  Over  as 
Fleischer's  Publicist 

Miami — W.  E.  Bradfield  has  arrived 
from  Paramount’s  studios  in  Hollywood  to 
become  director  of  public  relations  at  the 
Max  Fleischer  studios.  Hampton  How- 
ard, who  has  been  active  here  in  that 
capacity,  is  being  transferred  to  New  York 
to  work  on  the  exploitation  of  “Gulliver’s 
Travels.” 

Expected  here  for  conferences  the  first 
of  next  month,  are  A1  Wilkie  of  the  New 
York  Paramount  office  and  Terry  DeLapp 
of  Paramount’s  Hollywood  studios. 

Work  on  the  full  length  Technicolor 
feature,  “Gulliver’s  Travels,”  is  on  the 
home  stretch,  with  all  studio  activities  con- 
centrated on  the  completion  of  that  pro- 
duction. 


Problems?  They 
Solve  'Em 

Little  Rock — Apparently  Arkansas  ex- 
hibitors find  it  necessary  to  solve  their 
own  problems.  Not  long  ago  a Mor- 
rilton  exhibitor  found  it  necessary  to 
have  a special  seat  built  for  one  of  his 
good  patrons  who  weighs  265  pounds. 
The  seat  was  constructed  in  the  rear  of 
the  building  with  plenty  of  leg  space. 
Now  the  patron  can  enjoy  his  shows 
with  comfort. 

Now  comes  O.  W.  McCutchen,  owner 
of  the  Ritz  at  Blytheville,  who  has  just 
installed  what  he  terms  a "Cry  Room" 
— a soundproof  enclosure  where  moth- 
ers may  take  their  babies  to  do  their 
crying  while  the  mothers  watch  the 
picture  from  glassed-in  windows. 

Who's  next? 


Goff  Opens  Second 

Bruceton,  Tenn. — A 400-seat  house,  in- 
cluding balcony,  has  been  completed  by 
G.  H.  Goff  here.  A contest  will  determine 
the  name  of  the  theatre.  Goff  has  oper- 
ated the  Rustic  at  Parsons  the  past  two 
years. 


Build  at  Shelbyville 

Shelbyville.  Tenn. — Operators  of  the 
Princess  here  are  building  a new  500-seat 
theatre  to  be  known  as  the  Bedford. 


FILMROW  wedding  was  consummated 
when  Sara  Long  Bradley  and  Max 
Holder,  both  employed  at  the  local  Metro 
office,  were  married  Saturday. 

Another  marriage  ceremony  was  set  for 
July  29  when  Pauline  Bradley,  Carolina 
Theatre  office  secretary,  becomes  Mrs. 
Ross  Farr. 

Charles  Lester  of  National  Screen  of 
Atlanta  was  a brief  visitor  here  en  route 
to  New  York. 

Dot  Caldwell  of  National  Screen  is  hack 
from  a week’s  vacation  at  Myrtle  Beach 
. . . Also  Shipper  Charles  McGee  is  back 
from  an  Atlanta  visit. 

Mildred  Graham  is  the  new  cashier  at 
the  Dilworth  Theatre  ...  A new  sales- 
man at  Paramount  is  W.  A.  Holliday,  for- 
merly of  New  York. 

Bob  Simeril,  manager  of  National 
Screen,  is  vacationing  in  Florida  . . . Back 
from  a vacation  is  Neil  McGill,  manager 
of  the  Imperial. 

Filmrow’s  sympathy  to  Prank  Bedding- 
field,  head  of  the  Carolina  Poster  Ex- 
change, who  lost  his  mother  last  week  in 
Unadilla,  Ga. 

Jack  Kirby,  former  manager  of  the  local 
Paramount  exchange  and  now  at  the  At- 
lanta branch,  was  here  for  a short  visit 
with  Oscar  Morgan,  his  company’s  south- 
ern district  manager. 

Imperial  Theatre  lost  a cashier  this 
week  when  Miss  Marjorie  Lent  married 
Loyd  Boberg  who  is  with  the  Paramoimt 
exchange  in  Dallas. 


^ONY  SUDEKUM,  president,  and  other 

officials  of  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
Nashville,  attended  the  opening  of  the 
new  Capitol  at  Springfield,  July  27.  A.  L. 
Hancock  is  manager  of  the  1,160-seat 
theatre. 

“Ritz”  is  the  name  for  the  new  Bruce- 
ton theatre  which  opened  this  uoeek.  Own- 
er G.  H.  Goff  awarded  a year’s  pass  to 
Jack  Hay,  for  selecting  the  name.  The 
Ritz  features  RCA  sound  and  upholstered 
seats.  W.  F.  Bruster,  manager,  announces 
that  for  an  indefinite  period  ten  people 
will  be  awarded  complimentary  tickets 
each  day.  Winners  will  be  notified  by 
telephone,  and  each  must  name  the  title 
and  two  stars  in  the  picture  scheduled 
for  that  particular  day.  Those  interested 
are  urged  to  “watch  our  advertisements 
and  keep  informed  as  to  who  and  what  is 
playing  at  this  theatre.” 

Emmett  Rogers,  city  manager  of  East- 
ern Theatres,  Inc.,  Chattanooga,  an- 
nounces the  promotion  of  W.  H.  (Dub) 
Butler  jr.,  assistant  manager  of  the  Ti- 
voli, to  managership  of  the  Bijou.  He 
succeeds  Marvin  Warren,  transferred  to 
the  Strand,  Montgomery,  Ala.  Lewis  Pence, 
chief  usher,  succeeds  Butler  at  the  Ti- 
voli. 
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ROB  KELLY  of  Monogram  has  been  out  of 
circulation  for  the  past  three  weeks. 
Cause,  a major  operation  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu.  He  now  is  back  at  his  desk  looking 
a trifle  weak  but  as  good  as  new  . . . 
Bob  Tindle,  executive  secretary  for  the 
Gulf  Coast  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  is  not 
at  his  desk  any  more.  Bob  didn’t  resign 
or  get  fired.  He  just  quit.  Fish  are  biting 
nicely  these  days,  and  that  is  given  as  a 
reason. 

Joe  Alsina  and  his  family  are  doing  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  and  the  staff  is 
holding  down  the  Famous  Theatre  in  a fa- 
mous manner  . . . Charles  A.  Tranvanier 
of  the  operating  staff  (room)  is  erecting  a 
modern  residence  on  Gentilly  Blvd.  Just 
when  the  house  warming  is  scheduled  has 
•not  as  yet  been  announced. 

Bob  Wood,  UA  press  representative,  pa- 
raded Canal  St.  in  the  boiling  sun  dis- 
guised as  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 
There  are  many  ways  of  making  a living, 
but  this  is  one  of  the  best — especially  when 
the  thermometer  is  98  in  the  shade  . . . Mrs. 
Genevie  Portwood,  who  less  than  a year 
ago  covered  the  Row  for  Dad,  is  learning 
baby  talk  at  her  home  in  St.  Louis.  She 
sends  her  regards  to  everybody 

Five  thousand  persons  attended  the 
highbrow  concert  at  West  End  Park  last 
Sunday,  to  say  nothing  of  the  crowds  at 
Audubon  and  City  parks  and  the  beach. 
The  figures  given  out  by  publicity  agents 
show  that  half  a million  more  attended 
than  there  is  population. 

Milton  Starr’s  circuit  has  closed  a deal 
with  Paramount  for  product  to  play  in  the 
Starr  houses  throughout  the  southeast  and 
in  the  Texas  territory. 

Charles  Karr,  booker  for  the  Martin 
Bros,  circuit,  was  in  New  Orleans  to  book 
films.  Martin  has  to  book  some  houses 
through  Atlanta,  where  he  headquarters , 
and  some  through  New  Orleans. 

Claude  Hazel  has  joined  partnership  with 
Milton  Starr  to  continue  operation  of  his 
Star  Theatre  at  Shreveport. 

Miss  Ferol  Cabb,  from  ’way  up  in  Mis- 
sissippi, will  be  meandering  up  and  down 
the  Row  about  August  first.  The  young 
lady  is  the  new  secretary  to  the  architect 
of  this  column  who  has  been  sick  for  the 
past  six  weeks  with  eye  and  leg  trouble, 
and  will  take  some  of  the  worry  off  the 
hands  of  the  boss. 


Three  Korn  Shiits 

Dallas — Three  managerial  shifts  by  the 
Oskar  Korn  circuit  are  announced,  with 
Hubert  Covington,  manager  of  the  Pal- 
ace, Canadian,  transferred  to  the  Palace, 
Crane;  C.  W.  Davis,  moved  from  Cana- 
dian to  manage  the  Grand,  McCamey,  and 
H.  P.  Priddy,  manager  at  McCamey,  shift- 
ed to  Canadian. 


Azars  Open  Greenville  House 

Greenville,  Miss. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  J. 
Azar  have  opened  the  Lincoln  Theatre 
here  for  colored.  The  house  seats  432. 


— Photos  by  A1  Wolf 

At  the  Picnic — 

Facing  the  camera  up  above  is  Harold 
B.  Robb  and  his  omnipresent  cigar. 
Below,  astride  a non-bucking  mule,  is 
Paul  Short,  district  manager  of  NSS. 
Scene  of  the  activities  is  the  Dallas 
Variety  Club  picnic  attended  by  about 
500  of  the  film  fraternity. 


TACK  ARNOLD,  representative  of  Bank 

Night,  is  in  Tennessee  and  Mississippi 
this  week  . . . B.  P.  Busby,  Republic  Pic- 
tures, Little  Rock,  left  for  Dallas  Sunday 
where  he  will  spend  several  days. 

Work  started  recently  on  a new  motion 
picture  theatre  at  Elaine.  The  building 
will  be  30  by  90  feet  and  is  owned  by 
W.  F.  Craggs.  Seating  capacity  will  be 
350  or  ?nore,  with  an  air-conditioning  sys- 
tem and  fireproof  boxoffice.  J.  R.  Wil- 
son, who  has  been  operating  a tent  the- 
atre there  for  the  past  year,  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  new  house. 

Monday,  August  7,  is  the  date  set  for 
the  ’V^an  Buren  world  premiere  of  Bob 
Burns’  picture,  “Our  Leading  Citizen.”  Bob 
Burns  is  scheduled  to  be  present.  The 
premiere  will  be  at  the  Bob  Burns  The- 
atre and  Fort  Smith’s  four  film  houses 
will  also  show  the  picture  at  the  same 
time. 

The  Strand  Theatre  Bldg.,  Paris,  was 
bought  recently  by  G.  Carey.  It  is  ex- 
pected the  building  will  be  completely  re- 
modeled and  that  ventilation  and  other 
features  will  be  changed.  Judge  Carey  has 
operated  the  Strand  at  Paris  since  1926. 

Installation  of  the  Concord  Theatre’s 
new  air-conditioning  equipment  has  been 
completed,  Manager  Clyde  Allard  reports. 
The  interior  and  exterior  of  the  building 
will  also  be  redecorated  and  remodeled 
. . . 'Tlie  Joie  at  Ft.  Smith  has  put  in  an 
ice  storage  system  of  air-conditioning. 

Spa  Theatre  at  Hot  Springs  gave  free 
ice  cream  to  children  attending  the  mati- 
nee recently  . . . Frame  Taylor,  manager 
of  the  Queen  and  Gem,  De  Queen,  visited 
in  Dallas  recently  . . . The  Crystal  The- 
atre, Lewisville’s  neiv  film  house,  opened 
recently.  Seating  capacity  is  340.  Clifton 
Gillock,  with  Joe  Williams,  of  DeKalb, 
Tex.,  as  operator,  will  manager  the  house. 
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pLEISCHER’S  STUDIO  technicians  dis- 
covered this  week  the  best  heart  around 
the  premises  was  the  heart  of  Stone — of 
Milton  Stone,  to  be  specific.  After  a series 
of  heart  beat  amplifying — beginning  with 
the  studio’s  huskiest — it  was  discovered 
the  bump-bump  under  the  ribs  of  the 
studio’s  cafeteria  manager  was  the  most 
convincingly  heartlike.  And  so  Milton 
Stone’s  heart  was  placed  under  contract. 
The  first  two  200  pounders  sounded  for 
heart  beats  suprised  the  technicians  and 
themselves  by  producing  hop,  skip  and 
jump  reverberations.  The  tests  were  made 
to  secure  the  proper  heart  sound  to  be 
heard  by  the  Lilliputians  as  they  arrive  at 
the  conviction  that  Gulliver  is  not  a 
mountain.  Continued  additions  are  being 
made  to  the  studio’s  personnel  which  is 
nearing  the  600  mark. 

Departing  vacationists  include  the  Wal- 
ter Earlys  and  the  Hal  Enters.  These  two 
Paramount  managers.  Early  of  the  Roxy 
and  Enter  of  the  Rex,  will  make  “See  Flor- 
ida First”  circle  tours  around  the  state. 
They  will  he  accompanied  by  their  wives 
. . . Jack  Sawyer  of  the  Paramount  ac- 
counting division,  is  visiting  friends  and 
relatives  in  his  former  home,  Boston  . . . 
Back  from  New  York,  George  Allen,  who 
is  assistant  manager  at  the  Sheridan  dur- 
ing the  winter,  is  now  down  at  the  Gables 
as  assistant  to  Daniel  Boone.  Besides  see- 
ing the  Fair,  Allen  took  a “postman’s  holi- 
day” at  “Hellzapoppin”  and  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips”  ...  Miss  Catherine  Flanders  is  the 
new  girl  on  the  switchboard  at  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc. 

Air-minded  vacationists  from  the  north 
included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustave  Broche.  He 
is  a projectionist  in  Washington,  D.  C.  . . . 
Sonny  Shepherd  isn’t  surprised  when  some 
of  his  friends  who  have  not  seen  him  for 
several  months  pass  him  on  the  street 


without  recognizing  him.  His  former 
George  Raft-ish  figure  has  been  aug- 
mented by  some  25  pounds  . . . Miss  Pa- 
tricia Bethel  of  the  Nassau  theatrical 
family  was  a visitor  via  Pan  American 
clippership. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  J.  McKinney  leave 
Sunday  on  their  vacation  trip,  they  will 
head  for  Tennessee  on  a three-week  stay 
with  friends  and  relatives  there.  Most  of 
their  time  will  be  spent  in  Memphis, 
Jacksoji  and  other  parts  of  the  western 
sector  of  the  state.  Prior  to  coming  to 
Miami  and  the  Wometco  organization  five 
years  ago,  McKinney  was  a Paramount 
Publix  manager  in  Tennessee.  Mark 
Chartrand,  whose  Mayfair  is  dark  this 
summer,  will  manage  the  Grove  and  Ace 
theatres  while  McKinney  is  away. 

Two  Fleischer  Studio  personalities  made 
local  news:  Dave  Fleischer  and  Pinto  Col- 
vig.  The  former  brought  to  boat  his  first 
sailfish,  a 73-pounder,  while  fishing  in  the 
Gulf  Stream  out  from  Fort  Lauderdale.  It 
has  dubbed,  appropriately  enough,  “Gul- 
liver.” It  is  to  be  mounted.  Pinto  broke 
down  and  made  public  his  panacea  for  the 
tortured  larynx  he  sustains  after  a long 
session  of  acting  as  the  studio’s  human 
sound  effect  machine.  It’s  a long  tall 
chilled  beaker  of  buttermilk.  This  profes- 
sional No.  1 clown  is  known  as  the  “voice 
of  the  studio.”  He  also  announces  that  he 
is  the  “world’s  cornest  coronet  player.” 

Report  has  it  that  Cuba  is  slowly  re- 
cuperating from  the  whirlwind  created  by 
two  Wometco  girls  when  they  sped  over  to 
Havana  for  the  weekend  recently.  The 
“prestidigators”  were  Jennie  Rotfort  and 
Madeline  Tremblay  of  the  accounting  de- 
partment.  The  “figgerers”  are  taking  their 
their  vacations  early  what  with  Jimmy 
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Case  already  back  from  his  during  which 
he  divided  his  time  right  here  in  the  local 
territory,  catching  up  with  his  swimming, 
fishing  and  golfing.  Felce  Schrater,  leaves 
this  weekend  for  North  Carolina,  and  Sam 
Boring  goes  up  to  the  National  Guards- 
men’s camp  at  Jacksonville. 

When  a group  of  Paramount  managers 
went  out  to  sea,  Carl  Mott,  manager  of 
the  Hialeah  Theatre,  returned  with  the 
largest  catch,  while  A1  Weiss  jr.,  Olympia 
manager,  landed  the  heaviest  fish. 

The  new  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Manning 
are  back  from  their  mountain  honeymoon 
this  weekend,  the  former  to  his  post  as 
assistant  manager  at  the  Olympia  and  the 
latter  as  cashier  at  the  Paramount  . . . 
Besides  having  all  three  paint  mills  at  the 
Fleischer  Studios  now  grinding  24  hours 
a day,  an  additional  outside  mill  has  been 
secured  for  the  studio’s  use.  Some  60  more 
artists  have  been  added  since  last  week’s 
announcement  that  the  studio’s  staff  had 
reached  the  500  mark! 

Herman  Polies,  manager  of  the  Harlaam 
Theatre,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  his 
former  home  in  Minnesota.  Another  vaca- 
tionist is  Miss  Lorraine  Buzbee,  cashier  at 
the  Rosetta.  Don’t  look  now,  but  she  cele- 
brated the  first  evening  of  her  vacation 
by  going  to  a movie  with  THE  boy  friend 
who  also  does  his  “chore”  at  a local  thea- 
tre . . . Miss  Martha  Hickok  of  the  Grove 
came  up  to  the  Rosetta  to  ask  “How 
many?”  while  Miss  Buzbee  is  away  . . . 
W.  S.  Roberts,  the  Rosetta  operator,  is 
spending  his  vacation  accumulating  ma- 
terial for  fish  stores  , . . Since  the  May- 
fair  has  closed,  Alfred  Prescott  of  that 
house  has  been  down  at  the  Miami  while 
Earl  Potter  rounds  out  his  stay  in  the 
mountains. 

Changing  of  plans  for  the  new  Century 
Theatre  here  will  include  the  reduction  of 
the  seating  capacity  from  1,300  to  1,100  to 
make  room  for  a 50x25  stage  which  is  to 
be  built  to  accommodate  “presentations.” 
Construction  ivill  start  soon. 


Her  "Six  Best"  for  '39 

San  Antonio,  Tex. — Mary  Louise  Wal- 
liser.  Evening  News  drama  critic,  an- 
nounces her  choice  of  the  “six  best”  films 
for  1939  as  follows:  “Dawn  Patrol”  (WB), 
“Pygmalion”  (M-G-M),  “Story  of  Vernon 
and  Irene  Castle”  (RKO),  “Stagecoach” 
(UA),  “Juarez”  (WB),  “Dodge  City”  (WB). 
She  selects  “Union  Pacific”  (Para)  in  the 
event  “Dawn  Patrol”  is  listed  with  last 
year’s  pictures. 


Monogram  Signs  Two 

Hollywood — Monogram  has  signed 
Charles  Bickford  and  Barton  MacLane  for 
top  roles  in  “Murder  in  the  Big  House.” 
William  Nigh  will  direct. 


Fineman  Joins  Selznick 
Hollywood — B.  P.  Fineman,  former  RKO 
producer,  has  been  added  to  the  produc- 
tion staff  at  Selznick  International. 


Small  Holds  Hayward 

Hollywood — Edward  Small,  UA  pro- 
ducer, has  held  Louis  Hayward  for  another 
term. 
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TRAVELERS:  Miss  Mary  Healy  passed 

through  the  city  en  route  from  Holly- 
wood to  New'  Orleans  . . . J.  J.  Jimenez  of 
the  local  Azteca  Films  office,  has  returned 
from  a sojourn  in  New  Orleans,  accom- 
panied by  Ws  wife,  daughter  and  son  . . . 
Mrs.  Raymond  B.  Willie  has  returned  to 
Dallas  after  a short  visit  here. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Thomas  from  Louisville, 
Ky.,  is  visiting  her  uncle,  Oliver  “Buzzo” 
Thomas,  who  is  manager  of  the  above 
theatre,  at  his  Penthouse  atop  the  Ma- 
jestic Bldg.  . . . Roy  Rogers,  western  film 
star,  was  a recent  visitor  here  before  re- 
turning to  Hollywood. 

The  new  face  in  the  Latin-American 
Film  Exchange  office  here  is  Miss  Trini- 
dad Tijerina  who  replaces  Violeta  Bal- 
deras, resigned  . . . Among  the  recent  call- 
ers at  this  film  mart  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
“Stout”  Jackson,  Robstown,  and  H.  N. 
Britten,  Texas  Theatre,  Pharr,  Tex. 

A Mr.  Arnold,  skipper  of  the  Avon  Thea- 
tre, Poteet,  Tex.,  dropped  in  the  other  day 
for  a tete-a-tete  at  the  Paramount  Pic- 
tures shipping  depot  on  Soledad  St.;  Bill 
Miller,  owner  of  the  Lyric,  Flatonia,  was 
also  in. 

“Sinnett,”  the  famous  mystic,  scientist, 
and  crystal  gazer,  was  held  over  a third 
week  at  the  Texas  Theatre  last  week  so 
great  was  the  public  demand  at  this  popu- 
lar price  Houston  Street  picture  house. 

Cameraman  Coleman  Neely  has  taken 
off  again,  this  time  for  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where 
he  has  an  assignment  to  cover  a feature 
story  in  color  for  Paramount  Pictorial. 

The  kiddie  show  at  the  Empire  Theatre 
last  Saturday  morning  brought  back  our 
memories  of  the  Palace  Theatre  stock  com- 
pany and  the  Gene  Lewis  Players,  when 
Donald  Woods,  who  performed  with  the 
organization,  was  shown  in  “Heritage  of 
the  Desert.” 

Vacationists:  Manager  Edward  E.  Col- 
lins of  the  Majestic  Theatre,  is  enjoying 
the  cool  climate  down  in  Old  Mexico  City 
. . . Assistant  Skipper  Lawrence  Arnold  of 
the  State  Theatre,  spent  his  final  week  at 
Buchanan  Lake  . . . Manager  Maurice 
Gleaves  of  the  Uptown  Theatre,  visiting 
friends  and  relatives  up  in  Dallas,  and 
Jack  Chalman,  local  Interstate  publicity 
director,  and  Johnny  Floore,  skipper  of 
the  Texas,  are  leaving  for  points  of  in- 
terest in  New  York  City  and  Mexico  City, 
D.  F.,  via  motor. 

Eric  Brendler,  secretary  and  treasurer 
at  the  Palace  Theatre,  no  sooner  back 
from  his  vacation  in  Corpus,  was  rushed 
to  the  M.  and  S.  Hospital  for  an  appendix 
operation.  Eric  is  recovering  rapidly  and  is 
expected  back  in  harness  within  a short 
while. 


Olivers  Remodel  at  Shamrock 
Shamrock,  Tex.- — A remodeling  job  that 
will  provide  greater  seating  capacity  and 
facilities  for  stage  shows  is  underway  at 
the  Liberty  here,  operated  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fred  S.  Oliver. 


One  of  BOXOFFICE'S 
Younger  Readers 

Dallas — Tommy  Wallace,  a 12-year- 
old  student  down  at  Silsbee,  Tex.,  has 
been  wanting  to  learn  about  the  mo- 
tion picture  business  and  has  made  the 
start.  Most  boys  wont  to  be  an  engi- 
neer or  fireman,  but  Tommy  makes  it 
plain  he  has  decided  to  become  an 
exhibitor.  Tommy  expressed  o wish  for 
a trade  paper  so  that  he  might  keep 
informed  and  that  wish  is  fulfilled. 
His  brother-in-law,  Walter  Stoepple- 
msin,  handling  theatre  stimulants  out 
of  Dallas,  ordered  BOXOFFICE  for  one 
year  sent  to  Tommy  Wallace,  Silsbee, 
Tex. 


Cupp  Renovates  Theatre 
At  Arkadelphia,  Ark, 

Arkadelphia,  Ark. — One  of  this  town’s 
major  improvements  in  the  business  sec- 
tion has  been  the  remodeling  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  Royal  Theatre,  managed  by 
Cecil  Cupp.  A new  cooling  system  has 
been  installed,  replacing  the  did  one  which 
was  moved  to  Cupp’s  other  house,  the  Co- 
Ed.  The  auditorium  has  been  completely 
redecorated,  as  have  the  inner  and  outer 
lobbies. 

For  the  summer  the  plate  glass  has  been 
removed  from  the  street  doors  and  re- 
placed with  bronze  wire  screen  and  Vene- 
tian blinds. 

R,  C.  Wightman,  formerly  of  Little 
Rock,  is  assistant  manager  of  Cupp’s 
houses. 
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(Continued  from  page  85) 
so  Boss  O’Donnell  made  him  the  manager. 
Louis  was  already  manager  of  the  Capitol 
and  Rialto  which  he  has  been  handling 
with  two  staffs  of  assistants.  So  now  he 
is  manager  of  three  houses  and  his  friends 
call  it  “The  Charninsky  Circuit.” 

C.  E.  Boyette,  an  old  timer,  was  on  the 
Row,  Wednesday,  going  around  with  Le- 
Roy  Bickel  shaking  hands  with  old  friends. 
Boyette  is  from  Bryan  now.  Through  the 
first  year  of  sound  he  operated  theatres  at 
Brownwood  for  20  years,  selling  out  in 
1929  to  the  Dent  circuit. 

W.  B.  Shuttee,  the  general  manager  of 
Standard  Theatres,  Oklahoma  City,  made 
his  first  visit  to  Dallas  since  his  affiliation 
with  that  company.  He  was  entertained 
by  Wallace  Walthall. 

The  J.  G.  Long  circuit  has  put  in  a new 
show  at  Bishop,  Tex.,  the  house  name  not 
being  known  here  at  this  time. 

Harry  Hardgrave,  the  R&R  city  man- 
ager in  Sherman,  was  on  the  Row  and 
taking  a breather  after  the  big  opening 
of  the  new  Texas  there  last  week. 

Wallace  Walthall  of  National  Screen, 
had  a summer  cold  which  kept  him  at 
home  for  almost  a day. 

Ben  Ferguson  is  going  to  major  in  the 
bowling  alley  business.  Previously  he  has 
been  booking  for  the  Ferguson  Theatre, 
operated  by  his  mother  at  Hamlin,  but 
now  he  will  open  two  alleys,  one  at  Kil- 
gore about  September  1 and  at  Tyler  on 
September  15. 


Dallas  NTS  Sales  Show 
Varied  Equipment  Sold 

Dallas — A variety  of  equipment  is  re- 
ported in  recent  sales  by  the  local  Na- 
tional Supply  branch  as  follows: 

J.  E.  Costephens,  Texas  'Theatre,  Bal- 
morhea,  chairs;  Rubin  Frels,  State,  Bay 
City,  carpet;  H.  H.  Gluck,  Belton,  cooling 
system;  L.  M.  Threet,  Jackson,  Jackson- 
ville, push-pull  attachment  for  sound 
equipment  and  hard-of-hearing  devices; 
Mexico,  Laredo,  cooling  system;  Granada, 
Plainview,  chrome  furniture;  Liberty,  Ris- 
ing Star,  screen;  W.  W.  Rucker,  Rock, 
Round  Rock,  screen;  Texas,  Sherman, 
chrome  furniture. 


Arkansas  Amusement  Co. 
Annexation  Predicted 

Dallas — There  was  some  intimation  of 
expansion  in  the  Little  Rock  sector  as 
Ralph  Noble,  city  manager  for  Arkansas 
Amusement  Co.  visited  in  Dallas  this  week 
with  his  attorney  and  conferred  with  R&R 
officials.  The  Arkansas  company  is  a 
Robb  and  Rowley  subsidiary. 


The  R.  E.  Griffith  circuit  is  putting  in 
a new  show  at  the  new  oil  town  of  Allred, 
Tex.,  it  was  learned  this  week. 

Ray  and  Shelton  Gerhard,  who  operate 
the  theatres  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  one  in 
Mt.  Vernon,  have  sold  the  latter  town  to 
T.  M.  Hasty,  who  owns  a show  in  Dar- 
denalla,  Ark. 

Among  the  many  vacationists  are  the 
Jack  Lillys  of  Greenville,  and  the  John 
Mitchells  of  Lubbock,  who  are  together  on 
a motor  trip  to  New  York.  Mitchell  is  a 
former  Texas  exhibitor  located  at  Honey 
Grove  who  now  is  a prominent  banker  in 
Lubbock. 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE 

WAXAHACHIE,  TEXAS 
Completely  Equipped — 320  Seats 
Will  Sacrifice 
Call  or  Write 

L.  A.  FRANKS 

MIDLOTHIAN,  TEXAS 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 
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gATURDAY  night  was  a big  one  at  the 
Variety  Club  when  they  held  open 
house.  About  250  members  and  guests  were 
present.  Music  was  by  Billy  Hardwick’s 
orchestra  and  dancing  was  enjoyed  until 
early  morning  ...  Ed  Rowley  jr.  of  the 
local  R&R  office  and  Jimmy  Scheibler, 
office  manager  for  RKO,  are  back  on  the 
job  after  a motor  trip  through  Texas  and 
various  points  of  interest  in  Mexico,  in- 
cluding Mexico  City  . . . Bob  Smallwood 
of  the  Ritz  Theatre,  Oxford,  Miss.,  played 
host  this  past  weekend  to  the  entire 
Warner  office  at  his  lodge  on  Darden  Lake, 
near  New  Albany,  Miss. 

R.  H.  Conway,  manager  of  National 
Screen  Service,  is  vacationing  at  Daytona 
Beach  and  Atlanta  . . . The  many  friends 
of  Jess  Norman  of  the  Best  Theatre,  Eng- 
land, Ark.,  will  he  glad  to  know  his  condi- 
tion is  greatly  improved.  However,  at 
this  writing,  he  is  still  confined  to  St. 
Vincent’s  Hospital  in  Little  Rock  as  a 
result  of  a heart  attack  ...  It  was  good 
to  see  Mary  Lois  Collier  Lynn  back  on  the 
Row  this  week,  hooking.  She  is  now  man- 
ager and  hooker  for  the  Shelby  Theatre  at 
Shelby,  Miss.  . . . Mary  Eleanor  Williams, 
cashier  at  Monogram  Southern,  bought  the 
first  ticket  on  the  LaSalle  automobile  the 
Variety  Club  is  giving  away  on  September 
30  . . . Miss  Juanita  Adair,  secretary  of  the 
Baldwyn  Theatre  at  Baldwyn,  Miss.,  paid 
Filmrow  her  first  visit. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Whyte 
Bedford  of  Hamilton,  Ala.;  A1  Wilson  of 
Red  Bay,  Ala.,  Nathan  Flexer  of  Waverly, 
Tenn.;  Dave  Flexer  of  New  Albany:  G,  H. 
Goff  of  Parsons  and  Bruceton;  Guy  B. 
Amis  of  Lexington,  Tenn,;  R.  R.  Mc- 
Cormick of  Senatobia,  Miss.;  J.  F.  Wof- 
ford of  Union  and  J.  W.  Wofford  of  Eu- 
pora:  C.  N.  Eudy  of  Ackerman:  Steve  Stein 
of  the  Met  at  Jackson,  Tenn.:  K.  K.  King, 
of  Searcy:  F.  R.  Watson  of  Elaine,  Ark.: 
J.  J.  Rhodes  of  West  Memphis;  Lawrence 
Landers  of  the  Landers  at  Batesville,  Ark.; 
W.  R.  Tutt  of  the  Savoy  at  Tunica;  Grady 
Cook  of  the  Joy  at  Pontotoc;  C.  H.  Collier 
of  Drew,  Miss.;  Sidney  Wharton  of  War- 
ren: Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Shannon  of  Port- 
ageville.  Mo. 

Odis  Taylor  of  the  Uptown  at  Dresden, 
Tenn.,  was  in  town  for  the  first  time  in 
several  weeks  due  to  a tonsillotomy  . . . 
The  local  R&R  office  has  advised  that  ef- 
fective July  28  it  will  open  the  Bauxite 
Theatre  at  Bauxite,  Ark.,  which  will  have 
approximately  400  seats.  This  is  the  first 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912y»  IMorris  Atp.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  • 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgrr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHtNGTON,  D.  C. 


Southerner  Signs  Up — 

J.  M.  Miller,  manager  and  owner  of 
the  Dixie  Theatre,  Cordova,  Ala.,  reg- 
isters at  the  Loew-Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer  information  center  while  at- 
tending the  World’s  Fair  in  New  York. 


theatre  operation  hi  this  town  since  the 
silent  days.  Ed  Rowley  jr.  will  do  the  book- 
ing . . . W.  F.  Sonnernan,  who  operates 
theatres  at  Fayetteville,  Springdale  and 
Bentonville,  was  in  town  for  advance  book- 
ings and  advising  it  was  the  last  time  he 
would  be  back  until  the  weather  cooled  off. 

Judge  Carey,  who  has  operated  the 
Strand  at  Paris,  Ark.,  for  a number  of 
years,  is  now  completing  plans  for  another 
theatre  in  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.  . . . Mrs. 
Margaret  Harkey  Higginbotham  of  the 
Ozark  at  Hardy,  Ark.,  paid  Filmrow  her 
first  visit  since  the  announcement  of  her 
marriage  to  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
. , . Tex  Ritter,  who  has  been  making 
personal  appearances  over  the  G,  W. 
Haynes  circuit,  was  given  a cocktail  party 
at  the  Variety  Club  by  the  local  Monogram 
office.  A number  of  out-of-town  exhibi- 
tors were  there,  as  well  as  M.  A.  Light- 
man  of  the  Malco  circuit.  The  Monogram 
personnel  went  en  masse  to  Marked  Tree 
to  attend  one  of  his  performances. 

Gordon  Lee  Hutchins  of  Corning,  Ark., 
was  a very  unusual  Filmrow  visitor  this 
week  . . . J.  N.  Holder,  who  formerly  op- 
erated the  theatre  at  Jonestown,  Miss.,  an- 
nounces he  has  sold  his  theatre  to  Mrs. 
M.  O.  Stewart  . . . R.  L.  Vanmeter  of 
Judsonia,  Ark.,  is  remodeling  his  theatre 
. . . Guy  B.  Brandon  of  Mellophone  Sound 
is  whipping  malaria  and  will  soon  be 
back  on  the  job  . . . Augustine  Ciaicnolo 
of  the  Rosemary  Theatre,  Memphis,  is  the 
proud  owner  of  a new  cream  colored  Chrys- 
ler, which  is  a belated  graduation  gift. 

Filmrow  was  saddened  on  learning  of  the 
death  of  Lorenzo  Pacini,  who  for  a number 
of  years  operated  the  Palace  and  Rialto 
in  Memphis.  He  had  been  ill  for  two 
months. 


New  Cooling  Plant 

San  Antonio — The  Rivoli  Theatre,  San 
Benito,  has  been  air-conditioned.  Con- 
tract for  the  installation  of  the  cooling- 
plant  system  was  let  to  the  Straus-Frank 
Co.,  San  Antonio.  Edward  F.  Brady  is 
manager  of  this  Valley  house. 


OKIILA.  CinnY 

^HE  STATE  Theatre  has  shifted  from  a 

full  week  of  a single  double  bill  to  a 
split  week  of  double-bills  now  using  four 
films  a week  in  comparison  with  two  in 
past  summers. 

Efforts  by  L.  C.  Griffith  to  organize  a 
local  Variety  Club  are  beginning  to  take 
shape,  with  a-  meeting  scheduled  at  the 
Biltmore  Hotel  some  time  within  the  next 
few  days. 

State  Theatre  last  week  put  on  a limerick 
contest  in  conjunction  with  radio  station 
KOCY’s  film  news  daily  broadcasts.  Duc- 
ats were  given  for  best  last  lines  to  this 
limerick: 

A yoimg  waitress  (she  was  quite  good!) 

Mused,  “To  Paris  I’d  go  if  I could.’’ 

Then  she  searched  for  a honey 

Who  had  oodles  of  money 

Best  last  lines  won  pairs  of  tickets  to 
the  State  to  see  Columbia’s  “Good  Girls 
Go  to  Paris.” 

Spence  Pierce  whipped  up  his  fourth 
and  best  Variety  hour  at  the  Midwest  last 
week  by  using  the  March  of  Time  reels 
on  motion  pictures,  a new  Paramount 
color  cartoon.  Fox  fashion  color  short  and 
newsreel. 

With  baseball  season  oozing  out,  many 
film  boys  are  heading  for  the  bowling 
alleys:  particularly  the  boys  at  National 
Theatre  Supply  who  should  be  carefully 
watched  on  any  kitty  deals. 

Jimmy  Burge,  Criterion  manager,  is  back 
from  his  vacation  . , . Bob  Pfotenhauer, 
State  Theatre  manager,  also  back  at  the 
desk  from  vacationland  and  so  much  in 
harness  he’s  even  forgotten  that  he  had  a 
vacation. 

We  understand  there  are  some  remodel- 
ing plans  buzzing  around  in  Morris  Loew- 
enstein’s  head  for  his  Majestic.  Morris 
recently  introduced  two  new  serials  with  a 
2-for-l  ticket  stunt  that  got  the  big 
bunches  in  for  the  first  episodes  and  set 
the  serials  off  for  a good  start. 

J.  S.  Stribling  sr.  of  the  Rialto  is  sub- 
bing one  feature  and  four  shorts  billed  as 
a unit  for  double-bills  at  the  local  Grif- 
fith house. 


Supplies  Wichita  Booth 

Enid,  Okla. — Projection  room  equipment 
for  the  new  Sandra  Theatre  opened  in 
Wichita,  Kas.,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slothower 
was  supplied  by  Wesley  Trout,  local  dealer. 


Partners  Open  in  Lafayette 

Lafayette,  Tenn. — J.  S.  McMurry  and 
Gene  Mclllwain,  who  operate  the  Eveska 
Theatre  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  have  opened 
the  388-seat  Macon  here.  They  are  re- 
decorating the  Eveska. 


Directs  Martha  Raye 

Hollywood — Having  signed  a new  two- 
year  directorial  contract,  James  Hogan’s 
next  assignment  for  Paramount  is  “The 
Parmer’s  Daughter,”  starring  Martha  Raye. 
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Precedent-Establishing  Meet 
Is  Held  by  F-P  Canadian 


National  Film  Board 
For  Canada  Waits 

Ottawa — Nothing  definite  has  yet  been 
done  by  the  Canadian  government  in  the 
creation  of  the  national  film  board  which 
was  authorized  by  Act  of  Parliament  last 
May  in  the  passing  of  a bill  sponsored 
by  Hon.  W.  D.  Euler,  federal  minister  of 
trade  and  commerce.  The  reason  given  for 
the  delayed  action  is  that  the  organization 
of  the  board  was  placed  to  one  side  be- 
cause of  duties  in  connection  with  the 
Royal  Tour  with  government  officials  still 
busily  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  of- 
ficial films  of  the  tour  and  in  the  filling 
of  many  thousands  of  orders  for  still  pho- 
tographs of  Their  Majesties. 

Another  visit  to  Ottawa  of  Jolm  Grier- 
son of  London,  England,  was  announced 
some  weeks  ago  but  his  arrival  has  not 
been  recorded.  Grierson  was  the  advisor 
to  Hon.  Mr.  Euler  in  the  framing  of  the 
bill  for  the  creation  of  the  board,  the 
British  film  authority  having  made  a sur- 
vey of  the  country  for  the  purpose. 

Statistics  have  been  released  showing  the 
revenue  and  expenditures  of  the  Canadian 
government  motion  picture  bureau,  Ot- 
tawa, which  is  to  be  continued  under  the 
direction  of  Prank  C.  Badgley  as  a division 
of  the  department  of  trade  and  commerce 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  proposed 
national  film  board  set-up.  This  bureau 
has  been  the  chief  film  producing  unit  of 
the  government  for  more  than  20  years. 

In  the  1938  fiscal  year,  the  revenue  of 
the  bureau  from  the  sale  of  still  photo- 
graphs and  rental  of  films  totaled  $17,574 
while  operating  expenses  totaled  $37,065. 
The  peak  year  was  in  1937  when  the  reve- 
nue was  $22,618  and  expenditures  were 
$40,571.  The  1936  revenue  was  $12,027  and 
expenditures,  $30,176;  in  1935,  8,225  and 
$38,810  respectively;  1934,  $6,271  and  $40,- 
624,  and  1933,  $9,876  and  $25,132.  It  is 
expected  that  both  receipts  and  expenses 
for  the  current  fiscal  year  will  touch  the 
high  point  because  of  the  Royal  Tour  with 
Director  Badgley  having  charge  of  all 
photographic  arrangements  for  the  visit 
including  the  pooling  of  all  newsreel  cov- 
erage. 

First  Outdoor  Film  Show 
At  Dominion  Exhibition 

Toronto — For  the  first  time  in  its  61 
years,  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition 
at  Toronto  (August  25  to  September  9) 
is  to  feature  a film  show.  The  attraction 
is  the.  film  review  of  the  tour  on  the  North 
American  by  the  British  Monarchs,  this 
being  a special  feature  released  by  Para- 
mount. 

Also  unusual  for  the  Dominion  is  that 
the  performances  will  take  place  in  an 
open-air  theatre  at  the  exhibition  grounds, 
outdoor  cinemas  being  unknown  in  Can- 
ada. The  first  show  -will  start  each  night 
at  9 o’clock  and  the  presentation  is  being 
offered  in  cooperation  with  the  Toronto 
morning  newspaper,  the  Globe  and  Mail. 


Hold  Composer-Arranger 

Hollywood — Prank  Skinner,  composer- 
arranger,  has  been  held  by  Universal. 


Niagara  Falls,  Ont. — An  epochal  event 
in  the  history  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  Toronto,  was  the  holding  of  the 
21st  annual  company  convention  in  the 
General  Brock  Hotel,  Niagara  Falls,  Ont., 
for  the  four  days,  July  24-27,  which  open- 
ed with  an  assembly  of  theatre  managers 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  for  the 
first  time  on  record,  all  other  gatherings 
of  the  chain  having  been  of  a regional 
nature.  Clarence  Robson,  eastern  division 
supervisor  and  one  of  the  20  original  em- 
ployes still  with  the  corporation,  pre- 
sided at  the  opening  business  session  and 
continued  as  chairman  of  the  general 
meetings  throughout  the  four  days  with 
the  exception  of  the  banquet  on  closing 
day  when  T.  J.  Bragg,  secretary-treasurer, 
officiated  as  master-of-ceremonies. 

The  convention  concluded  with  a flour- 
ish when  distinguished  guests  delivered 
addresses  to  a large  gathering  of  FP  exec- 
utives and  managers,  high  representatives 
of  the  major  film  distributing  companies 
of  Canada  and  special  visitors.  These 

Bulk  of  Equipment 
Imports  FrornU.  S. 

Ottawa — The  imports  of  projection  ma- 
chines, arcs,  spot  lights,  screens,  portable 
projectors,  sound  equipment  and  parts  into 
Canada  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
March  31  last  had  a valuation  of  $300,447, 
the  greatest  proportion  by  a considerable 
extent  having  been  brought  in  from  the 
United  States.  The  1939  total  showed  a 
decline  from  $325,016  which  was  the  value 
of  similar  equipment  bought  by  the  Do- 
minion in  the  previous  fiscal  period.  Im- 
ports under  this  heading  from  the  states 
totaled  $293,999,  compared  with  $319,709 
for  the  previous  year  of  1937-38.  Equip- 
ment imports  from  Great  Britain  last  year 
totaled  $1,285. 

Imports  for  March,  the  last  month  of 
the  fiscal  year,  aggregated  $33,499  of  which 
$32,875  were  from  the  U.  S.  The  total  for 
February  was  $21,121  and  for  January, 
$23,626. 

Motion  picture  cameras  for  production 
purposes  were  imported  into  Canada  for 
the  year  ended  March  31  to  the  value  of 
$6,624,  compared  with  $6,483  for  the  pre- 
vious 12  months.  The  customs  report 
showed  that  practically  all  moving  pic- 
ture cameras  on  which  duty  was  assessed 
were  bought  from  the  United  States. 

During  the  past  year  only  1,000  feet  of 
standard  film  was  imported  for  “repro- 
duction” in  the  16mm  width  and  this  reel 
originated  in  England.  During  1937-38,  the 
imports  for  this  purpose  totaled  10,095 
feet. 


Two-Year  Producer  Pact 

Hollywood  — Harry  Joe  Brown  has 
drawn  a new  two-year  contract  as  a pro- 
ducer for  20th-Fox. 


speakers  included  Hon.  Mitchell  Hepburn, 
Premier  of  Ontario;  Hon.  J.  Earl  Lawson, 
member  of  the  Dominion  Parliament  for 
York  South  and  one  of  the  pioneer  ex- 
hibitors of  Toronto;  Major  John  Bassett, 
president  of  the  Montreal  Gazette  and  a 
sparkling  after-dinner  speaker,  and  Presi- 
dent Barney  Balaban  of  Paramount,  New 
York.  With  them  at  the  head  table  sat 
N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  and  a number 
of  notables. 

A special  function  at  mid-day  Thurs- 
day was  the  luncheon  at  which  the  speak- 
ers included  the  heads  of  the  eight  major 
film  distributing  companies  of  Canada 
while  a special  talk  was  given  by  A.  Mike 
Vogel,  trade  paper  exploitation  specialist 
of  New  York.  Representing  the  film  ex- 
changes were  Henry  L.  Nathanson,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Regal  Films,  Ltd.;  H.  M. 
Masters,  United  Artists  Corp.,  Ltd.;  J.  P. 
O’Loghlin,  20th  Century-Fox  Corp.,  Ltd.; 
M.  A.  Milligan,  Paramount  Film  Service, 
Ltd.;  W.  A.  Perry,  Empire-Universal  Films, 
Ltd.;  L.  M.  Devaney,  RKO  Distributing 
Corp.  of  Canada,  Ltd.;  Wolfe  Cohen,  Vita- 
graph,  Ltd.,  and  Louis  Rosenfeld,  Colum- 
bia Pictures  of  Canada,  Ltd.  Other  in- 
vited guests  included  Col.  John  A.  Cooper, 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Distribu- 
tors of  Canada;  Clair  Hague,  Canadian 
Universal  representative  and  dean  of  the 
film  exchanges  in  the  Dominion;  Paul 
Nathanson,  son  of  President  Nathanson, 
who  is  already  making  his  mark  in  the 
business,  and  O.  R.  Hanson. 

The  continued  progress  of  the  big  chain 
during  the  past  difficult  year  under  the 
policies  laid  down  by  President  Nathanson 
was  dwelt  upon  by  leading  executive  of- 
ficials of  the  company  who  spoke  with 
confidence  of  the  future.  Routine  details 
of  theatre  management  were  dealt  with  at 
round-table  discussions  at  regional  group 
meetings  under  the  direction  of  district 
managers,  the  general  subjects  being  book- 
ing, advertising,  exploitation,  policy,  prices 
and  theatre  maintenance.  The  group  meet- 
ings were  held  morning,  afternoon  and 
evening  during  the  first  three  days,  with 
general  luncheons  each  day  when  all  head 
office  representatives  and  theatre  mana- 
gers gathered  for  brief  talks  and  special 
announcements.  Of  special  interest  was  the 
appearance  of  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  company, 
who  had  recovered  from  a serious  operation 
after  a lengthy  period  of  convalescence. 
His  arrival  at  the  convention  was  the 
signal  for  much  enthusiasm. 

There  were  no  screenings  of  new  sea- 
son product  as  in  former  years  but  a 
feature  of  the  convention  was  the  “Show 
of  Showmanship,”  comprising  attractive 
exhibits  by  the  film  exchanges  for  forth- 
coming attractions,  displays  of  latest  mod- 
els of  theatre  equipment  and  an  array  of 
exploitation  campaigns  by  theatre  mana- 
gers. The  interval  between  the  luncheon 
and  banquet  on  Thursday  was  occupied 
with  a program  of  athletic  effort  of  the 
picnic  variety  in  which  the  more  ener- 
getic competed,  while  the  sedate-inclined 
participated  in  golf. 
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^HILE  J.  J.  FITZGIBBONS,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  was  able  to  make  a comparatively 
short  appearance  at  the  “Record  Royal 
Year”  convention  of  the  company  at  Ni- 
agara Falls,  some  concern  has  now  been 
expressed  for  Mrs.  Fitzgibbons,  who  has 
become  ill  after  looking  after  her  husband 
over  a long  and  trying  period. 

G.  N.  Ganetakos,  general  manager  of 
United  Amusement  Co.,  Montreal,  was  in 
town  on  his  way  to  Niagara  Falls  with  a 
party  of  eastern  theatre  executives  for  the 
Famous  Players  sales  co7igress.  United 
Amusement  chain  of  27  theatres  is  affiliat- 
ed with  the  big  circuit. 

Harvey  Hunt,  head  office  booker  of  Fa- 
mous Players,  is  going  on  his  annual  vaca- 
tion and  will  not  be  back  in  time  for  the 
film  industry’s  golf  tournament  at  Oakdale 
Course,  Toronto — which  is  good  news  for 
other  golfers  of  the  film  trade  in  Canada 
because  he  is  generally  good  for  par  on 
anybody’s  links. 

The  transfer  of  Robert  Eves  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Oakwood  Theatre  from 
another  chain  suburban  house  has  been 
followed  by  the  organization  of  a new 
policy  m which  British  pictures  will  be  fea- 
tured for  extra-run  engagements.  The  first 
attraction  wider  the  plan  is  “The  Frog,” 

Reopening  of  Theatres 
Aids  Quebec's  Draw 

Montreal — Circulation  of  the  news  that 
Quebec’s  theatre  dispute  is  over,  combined 
with  good  weather  and  good  roads  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  tourists  who  have 
found  their  way  to  the  Ancient  Capital. 
Another  attraction  was  the  presence  of  the 
United  States  Atlantic  Fleet,  with  a per- 
sonnel of  over  4,000  and  also  several  hun- 
dred midshipmen  from  United  States  naval 
colleges. 

Theatres  did  only  moderate  business, 
however,  for  there  was  much  to  keep  the 
Quebecers  outside.  One  of  the  principal 
distractions  and  rivals  of  the  theatres  was 
the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  on  the 
decks  of  the  American  battleships.  Tliis 
cost  nothing  to  the  onlooker  and  was  a 
novelty  of  sufficient  rarity  to  bring  sev- 
eral hundred  onlookers  nightly.  Then, 
there  were  other  entertainments,  outdoor 
and  indoor,  for  the  sailors,  and  the  citi- 
zens participated.  On  the  other  hand 
sailors  and  their  girl  friends  patronized 
the  shows. 

For  the  second  week,  the  leading  theatres 
presented  good  programs.  At  the  Capitol, 
“Vernon  and  Irene  Castle”  proved  a good 
draw.  It  was  succeeded  by  “Dark  Rap- 
ture,” with  “Tire  Girl  from  Mexico”  as 
an  added  feature.  Tlie  Empire  played 
“Captain  Fury”  and  “Torchy  Runs  for 
Mayor,”  while  the  Cartier  presented  “Hono- 
lulu” and  “Hotel  Imperial,”  succeeded  by 
“They  Made  Me  a Criminal”  and  “The 
Road  to  Reno.” 

The  Empire  announced  its  prices  as : 
Matinee,  21  cents  plus  four  cents  tax; 


an  Edgar  Wallace  creation,  which  is  hav- 
ing its  initial  Toronto  showing  at  the  Oak- 
wood. 

When  “Lucky  Night,”  starring  Myrna 
Loy  and  Robert  Taylor,  was  playing  at 
the  Beach  Theatre,  a patron  who  had  spot- 
ted the  title  on  the  marquee  wanted  to 
known  from  Manager  R.  Downey  what  the 
prizes  were. 

Stewart  Reburn,  Toronto’s  skating  star, 
brought  the  socialites  and  many  others  to 
the  Uptown  Theatre  for  “Second  Fiddle” 
in  which  he  appears  as  the  skating  partner 
for  Sonja  Henie  and  the  picture  was  held 
over  for  a second  week  by  Manager  Jack 
Arthur. 

Andy  Devine,  screen  star,  and  Abner,  of 
Lum  and  Abner,  have  been  discovered  va- 
cationing in  open-air-roughing-it  fashion 
at  Cliff  Lake  in  Northern  Ontario.  Walter 
Huston,  screen  and  stage  star  who  was 
born  in  Toronto,  is  expected  shortly  at  his 
farm  near  Orangeville,  Ont.,  in  time  for 
harvesting  operations. 

The  double-bill  idea  has  been  adapted  to 
stage  attractions  in  Toronto  ivhere  “Dou- 
ble Bill  Stage  Shows”  have  been  presented 
at  the  Casino  Theatre,  a unit  of  the  Allen 
circuit,  although  only  film  feature  is  being 
screened.  Two  types  of  abbreviated  stage 


pAMOUS-PLAYERS  theatres  in  Victoria 

have  originated  a new  type  of  adjust- 
able schedule  which  is  placed  in  the  ticket 
office.  The  difference  in  this  schedule  and 
ordinary  schedules  is  that  this  schedule 
has  an  adjustable  indicator  which  points 
to  the  stage  reached  in  the  program.  At- 
tached to  the  indicator  is  a card  marked 
with  the  words  “NOW  SHOWING.”  The 
schedule  may  be  read  from  both  sides,  so 
that  it  is  a convenience  to  both  the  girl 
in  the  boxoffice  and  the  patrons. 

The  most  recent  bit  of  mystery  reported 
by  Victoria  theatres  is  the  recent  disap- 
pearance of  the  turtle  “Donald  Duck”  from 
the  Atlas  Theatre  aquarium. 

The  Rio  Theatre  in  Ladysmith  and  the 
Capitol  Theatre  in  Duncan  have  found  a 
way  of  advertising  their  pictures.  Since 
there  is  no  common  newspaper  for  the  dis- 
trict that  they  cover  they  publish  a pro- 
gram once  a month  which  advertises  their 
pictures  for  the  complete  month.  Each 
picture  is  listed  with  the  dates  that  it  will 
be  showing  and  a short  write  up  about 
each.  The  programs  are  distributed  to  the 
local  residents  and  in  places  where  the 
tourists  frequent. 

Johnny  Garrard,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Atlas  Theatre,  has  joined  the  Royal 
Canadian  Naval  Officers  Reserve  and  re- 
cently took  his  first  examination  in  navi- 
gation. 


evening,  35  cents  plus  five  cents  tax.  The 
Cartier’s  prices  are  matinee  17  cents,  eve- 
ning, 26  cents,  both  plus  tax.  The  Capi- 
tol charges  25  cents  for  matinee  and  30 
and  40  cents  for  evening,  both  plus  tax. 


performances  are  being  offered  in  the  one 
program. 

A visitor  in  Toronto  during  the  course 
of  a whirlwind  tour  was  Barrett  Kiesling, 
public  relations  man  from  the  M-G-M 
studios  in  Hollywood,  who  took  time  to 
predict  that  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  would 
get  the  Academy  Award  for  1939.  Mr. 
Kiesling  declared  he  had  covered  37,000 
miles  since  last  March  in  his  swing  around 
the  continent  of  North  America. 

Manager  W.  K.  Trudell  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre  in  London,  Ont.,  has  been  tickled 
pink  with  the  way  the  air-conditioner  has 
worked  out  at  this  theatre.  Temperature- 
control  plants  have  been  installed  in  the 
two  large  opposition  houses  in  the  Forest 
City,  the  Capitol  and  Loew’s. 

Jack  Chisholm  of  Associated  Screen  News, 
Ltd.,  has  been  spending  some  time  at  Sar- 
nia, Ont.,  on  business.  Sarnia  is  the  big 
oil  town  of  Imperial  Oil,  Ltd. 

Pete  Egan,  veteran  theatre  manager  of 
Calgary,  Alta,  and  an  official  of  the  Cal- 
gary Bronks  of  the  Western  Football  Con- 
ference, has  been  scouting  eastern  cities 
in  guest  of  football  stars  to  reinforce  the 
colorful  Alberta  squad  for  the  coming  fall 
season.  Egan  made  offers  to  several  To- 
ronto gridiron  celebrities. 

H.  B.  Shawn  of  Toronto,  who  spent  some 
months  in  Winnipeg  as  manager  of  the 
Beacon  Theatre  and  later  joined  the  sales 
staff  of  Cosmopolitan  Films,  Ltd.,  here, 
has  been  appointed  salesman  of  the  Mari- 
time Film  Co.  at  St.  John. 

H.  M.  Masters,  local  general  manager 
of  Uyiited  Artists,  and  Mrs.  Masters  re- 
cently holidayed  at  the  Hollywood  Summer 
Hotel,  Campbellford,  Ont.,  operated  by  Abe 
Rappaport  who  also  has  the  Hollywood 
Theatre  in  that  town. 

Frank  Calemeco,  manager  of  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Timmins,  and  his  young  bride 
have  returned  from  their  honeymoon  to 
New  York.  She  is  the  former  Miss  Rose 
Palangio,  member  of  a well-known  family 
at  North  Bay,  Ont.,  where  the  wedding 
took  place. 

J.  J.  Allen  of  Toronto,  theatre  chain 
head  ivith  companies  operating  more  than 
30  houses  in  Ontario,  is  able  to  be  up  and 
around  after  illness  in  a local  hospital. 

William  Taylor,  proprietor  of  the  new 
College  Tlreatre  in  Brantford,  Ont.,  came 
to  Toronto  the  other  day  and  leased  the 
house  to  Ben  Borlack.  Taylor  is  return- 
ing to  the  building  contracting  business. 
The  college  was  opened  last  spring. 

Wolfe  Cohen,  general  manager  of  Vita- 
graph,  Ltd.,  Canadian  Warner  Bros,  ex- 
change, and  family  have  taken  a summer 
house  in  the  Muskoka  Lake  district,  north 
of  Toronto  . . . L.  M.  Devaney,  general 
manager  of  RKO  Distributing  Corp.  of 
Canada,  and  family  are  summering  at  Port 
Credit  . . . J.  Plottel,  Toronto  branch  man- 
ager of  Warner  Bros.,  and  family  holi- 
dayed in  the  Orillia  district. 

Toronto’s  Filmrow  has  been  somewhat 
deserted  and  the  odd  out-of-town  exhibi- 
tor who  happens  along  is  swept  off  his 
feet  with  service  and  attention. 
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^ H.  COPLAN,  general  sales  manager  of 
Columbia  in  Canada,  on  his  arrival  in 
Winnipeg,  said  hope  of  establishing  a mo- 
tion picture  industry  in  Canada  on  a large 
scale  has  been  seriously  dashed  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  British  government  in  raising 
the  amount  of  money  which  has  to  be 
spent  on  film  if  they  are  to  be  included  in 
the  British  quota.  Coplan  said  the  effect 
of  the  decision  had  been  to  make  the 
United  States  companies  go  into  produc- 
tion in  England  in  a big  way.  Previously 
they  had  not  taken  production  in  Eng- 
land seriously,  but  now  they  are  producing 
some  of  their  finest  pictures  there.  The 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  film  production 
in  Canada  is  that  the  population  of  the 
Dominion  is  so  small  it  could  not  return 
the  investment  on  even  low-priced  pic- 
tures. 

Honoring  Frank  L.  Willis,  formerly  man- 
ager of  the  Metropolitan  here,  who  has 
been  promoted  by  F-P  to  management  of 
the  Orpheum,  Fort  William,  local  show- 
men held  a banquet  at  the  Fort  Garry 
Hotel.  Frank  Kershaw,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  presided. 

Intensive  use  is  being  made  of  motion 
pictures  in  connection  with  the  visual  edu- 
cation classes  conducted  at  the  summer 
school  of  the  University  of  Manitoba.  A 
large  number  of  films,  of  various  kinds, 
have  been  shown  to  the  students.  In  an 
introductory  address,  William  Kristian- 
sen, director  of  visual  education  in  Mani- 
toba, stressed  the  importance  of  develop- 
ing in  the  pupils  a higher  standard  of 
film  appreciation. 

A large  contingent  of  western  F-P  man- 
agers arriving  in  the  city  over  the  week- 
end bound  for  the  convention  to  be  held 
at  the  General  Brock  Hotel  at  Niagara 
Falls  were  joined  by  a number  of  Winni- 
peg officials.  The  Winnipegers  included: 
Frank  Willis,  formerly  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan, Winnipeg,  now  of  the  Orpheum,  Fort 
William;  Don  Gauld,  newly  appointed 
manager  of  the  Metropolitaii;  Eddie  New- 
man of  the  Lyceum;  Leno  Toraldo  of  the 
Uptown;  Nathan  Miles  of  the  Gaiety;  Har- 
old Bishop  of  the  Capitol.  Already  in  the 
east  were  J.  Miles,  president  of  Western 
Theatres;  Frank  Kershaw,  general  man- 
ager of  Western,  and  E.  Zorn,  district 
supervisor  for  F-P  at  Winnipeg. 

Bill  Novak  of  the  Capitol,  Regina,  and 
Mrs.  Novak,  passed  through  here  . . . 
Mona  Ripstein  of  the  UA  staff  is  back 
from  a California  vacation  . . . Jack  Reid 
of  UA  is  out  at  Lac  Victoria  holidaying 
. . . Regal  manager,  T.  J.  Gould,  is  in  To- 
ronto . . . R.  Conway,  formerly  of  To- 
ronto, is  now  a booker  here  with  RKO  . . . 
Mrs.  H.  Morton  is  spending  the  summer 
at  Victoria  Beach  . . . Sim  Rost,  manager 
of  the  Garrick,  left  for  Clear  Lake  . . . 
S.  Rosenblatt  of  the  Tower  is  holidaying. 


A Change  in  Dawson 

Dawson,  Yukon — New  owner  of  the  Or- 
pheum here  is  H.  H.  Gleaves.  Philip  J. 
Allen  is  manager. 


F-P's  21st  Meeting 
Has  Record  Crowd 

Niagara  Palls,  Ont. — The  largest  attend- 
ance of  head  office  officials  and  theatre 
managers  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  was  noted  at  the  21st  annual  con- 
vention of  the  company  in  the  General 
Brock  Hotel  here,  the  reason  for  the  ex- 
traordinary turnout  being  the  presence  of 
western  Canadian  representatives  at  the 
main  meeting  for  the  first  time,  the  west- 
ern regional  conference  having  been 
dropped.  More  than  250  were  present. 

Montreal  was  represented  by  President 
Arthur  Hirsch  of  Consolidated  Tlieatres, 

G.  N.  Ganetakos,  general  manager  of  Uni- 
ted Amusement  Circuit;  George  Rotsky, 
Howard  Knevels  and  Max  Davey  of  Nor- 
anda,  and  T.  J.  Cowitney  of  Halifax. 

Among  those  from  the  Toronto  head  of- 
fice were  the  following:  J.  J.  Pitzgib- 
bons,  vice-president  and  general  manager; 
T.  J.  Bragg,  secretary-treasurer;  R.  W. 
Bolstad,  comptroller;  Clarence  M.  Rob- 
son, eastern  division  manager;  Ben  Geld- 
saler,  chief  booker;  N.  G.  Barrow,  as- 
sistant secretary-treasurer;  W.  E.  Kerr, 
chief  accountant;  L.  G.  Geering,  general 
auditor;  R.  G.  Darby,  insm’ance  depart- 
ment; A.  McCunn,  real  estate  department; 
Charles  A.  Dentelbeck,  supervisor  of  pro- 
jection; James  Nairn,  advertising  manager; 
Clair  Appel,  assistant  advertising  manager; 
Ben  Cronk,  supervisor  of  displays;  M. 
Perry,  electrical  department;  J.  A.  Troyer, 
who  was  chairman  of  the  convention  sports 
committee;  F.  J.  Justin,  E.  Harris,  B. 
Whitham  and  J.  J.  Taylor.  Representing 
Western  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Winnipeg,  was 
Prank  Kershaw,  recently  appointed  vice- 
president  and  managing  director  of  that 
company. 

District  Managers  Present 

The  district  managers  in  attendance  in- 
cluded: Morris  Stein,  Toronto,  central  and 
northern  Ontario;  R.  S.  Roddick,  western 
Ontario;  L.  I.  Bearg,  Vancouver;  Frank 

H.  Gow,  Okanagan  Valley  and  British 
Columbia  interior;  A.  E.  Zorn,  Winnipeg 
and  middle  west,  with  C.  M.  Robson  who 
looks  after  the  Ottawa  district  and  the 
Maritime  provinces.  Head  office  bookers 
included  J.  Carp  and  Harvey  Hunt. 

Austin  C.  Keough  of  Paramount  Distrib- 
uting Corp.,  New  York  City,  replaced  Stan- 
ton Griffis,  who  is  across  the  Atlantic  on 
a honeymoon,  as  one  of  the  guest  speak- 
ers for  the  banquet.  Col.  George  A.  Drew 
of  the  Ontario  legislature,  was  guest 
speaker  in  place  of  Hon.  Earl  Lawson  of 
the  Dominion  parliament.  Banquet  speak- 
ers included  are  Hon.  M.  F.  Hepburn,  pre- 
mier of  Ontario;  Barney  Balaban,  presi- 
dent of  Paramount;  N.  L.  Nathanson,  Fa- 
mous Players  president;  J.  J.  Pitzgibbons, 
vice-president;  Major  John  Bassett,  pub- 
lisher of  Montreal,  and  T.  J.  Bragg,  toast- 
master. 

Pitzgibbons  was  presented  with  an  en- 
graved silver  table  service  by  the  mana- 
gers as  a tribute  on  his  recovery  from 
a long  illness. 

The  delegation  from  British  Columbia 
caused  quite  a stir,  arriving  with  light 
overcoats,  although  the  weather  was  sul- 
try. President  Nathanson,  addressing  the 
conference,  gave  this  message:  “For  the 


QVER  the  weekend  the  Saskatchewan 
managers  of  the  major  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  houses  moved  off  to  Winni- 
peg to  join  all  western  managers  in  a 
special  train  to  the  convention  of  Famous 
Players  at  Niagara  Palls,  Ont.  Frank 
Miley  of  the  Capitol  and  Bill  Winterton 
of  the  Daylight,  Saskatoon,  with  Clarence 
Marshall,  of  North  Battleford,  took  the 
Canadian  National  Railways  to  the  Mani- 
toba Capital  to  be  joined  there  by  Bill 
Novak  of  the  Capitol,  Charlie  Bahrynow- 
ski  of  the  Metropolitan  and  Otis  Bowes  of 
the  Grand,  all  of  Regina,  and  W.  P.  “Jack” 
Fields  of  the  Capitol,  Moose  Jaw,  who 
traveled  by  Canadian  Pacific. 

W.  J.  Passmore,  manager  of  the  Cana- 
dian champion  touring  ladies’  softball  team, 
and  also  manager  of  the  Royal  Theatre, 
Moose  Jaw,  brought  his  team  back  home 
after  a visit  to  Chicago  where  the  girls 
downed  the  best  teams  of  the  Illinois  city. 
Passing  through  Regina  they  were  guests 
of  Manager  H.  A.  Bercovich  of  the  Rex 
at  a showing  of  “Wuthering  Heights.” 

Dave  Brickman,  manager  of  Para- 
mount’s office  at  Winnipeg,  is  making  a 
tour  of  Saskatchewan.  Pepped  up  by  the 
recent  convention,  he  found  no  let-down 
when  he  arrived  back  in  the  province 
that  is  known  as  the  “bread  basket  of  the 
world.”  Good  crops  nearly  everywhere 
presaged  good  business. 

Managers  Bill  Novak  of  the  Capitol  and 
Harry  Bercovich  of  the  Rex  were  judges 
at  the  first  of  a series  of  public  amateur 
contests  from  Wascana  Park  staged  over 
radio  station  CJRM.  More  than  5,000  peo- 
ple attended  the  first  program.  The  the- 
atremen  escaped  unscatehed. 

Jack  Zaitzow,  owner  of  the  Princess  The- 
atre, Melville,  and  a string  of  some  20 
smalltown  houses,  is  holidaying  on  a motor 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  with  his  family  . . . 
Harry  Brooks  of  Indian  Head  is  off  on 
a holiday  also  . . . The  Metropolitan, 
Regina,  has  tied  in  with  the  Regina  Pure 
Milk  Co.  in  a prize  contest  for  children. 
Every  week  prizes  are  given  from  the  the- 
atre stage  to  children  with  the  most  car- 
ton tops  of  Banquet  ice  cream.  Two  bi- 
cycles will  be  given  the  holders  of  the 
greatest  number  at  the  end  of  the  contest 
September  30. 


first  time  in  12  years  I have  the  privi- 
lege of  welcoming  all  the  managers  and 
executives  from  coast  to  coast.  Last  year, 
our  20th,  we  met  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  with  the  fervent  desire  to  make 
that  year  a memorable  one.  My  thanks  to 
all  for  keeping  promises  that  made  it  pos- 
sible for  last  year  to  be  one  of  outstand- 
ing success.  With  fond  memories  of  the 
visit  of  their  Majesties  to  Canada  we 
dedicate  this  year  as  a royal  year  which, 
with  your  efforts  we  hope  will  bring  con- 
tinued progress.” 


Adapts  "Girl  Crazy" 

Hollywood — Leon  Gordon  is  scripting 
“Girl  Crazy”  for  Producer  Jack  Cummings 
at  Metro. 
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go  PAR  this  season  Montreal’s  tourist 

traffic  has  been  away  below  average,  due 
partly  to  the  cool  weather,  and  as  a con- 
sequence the  St.  Catherine  St.  theatres 
have  suffered.  There  are  economic  rea- 
sons, too,  for  the  decline  in  attendance, 
but  all  are  not  suffering  equally. 

Theatres  which  have  maintained  a high 
level  of  attendance  throughout  the  sum- 
mer include  the  York,  of  the  United 
Amusement;  the  St.  Denis,  a France  Film 
house  showing  only  French  pictures;  the 
Savoy  in  Verdun,  an  air-conditioned  Con- 
federation Amusements  theatre;  the  Im- 
perial which  gets  second  run  of  leading 
pictures,  and  the  Empire,  a small  inde- 
pendent theatre  in  the  north  end  of  the 
city. 

Dullness  on  Filmrow  has  inspired  most 
of  the  managers  to  set  off  on  motor  tours 
of  the  province  seeking  to  get  in  early 
bookings  for  the  fall.  Sometimes  the  man- 
agers hunt  in  couples  which  has  the  dou- 
ble advantage  of  cutting  the  cost  of  gaso- 
line and  preventing  the  trips  from  being 
monotonous. 

Among  the  local  managers  who  are 
seeking  out  of  town  for  business  are  M. 
Ismail  of  Warner-Vitagraph;  H.  Kauff- 
man of  Grand  National,  and  A.  J.  Jef- 
fery of  United  Artists.  Mr.  Jeffery  has 
been  as  far  as  Baie  Comeau,  new  city  on 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Laivrence,  which  ivas  built 
by  the  Chicago  Tribune  newsprint  interests. 
Baie  Comeau  has  one  theatre,  the  Arcade, 
managed  by  H.  Perron,  formerly  manager 
of  independent  theatres  in  Montreal.  Dur- 
ing Jeffery’s  absence  the  United  Artists 
office  is  in  charge  of  E.  Schrider,  assist- 
ant manager. 

Ed  English,  local  manager  of  20th-Fox, 
is  preparing  to  put  his  office  again  in  the 
forefront  of  the  S.  R.  Kent  Drive.  The 
seventh  drive  starts  August  13  and  will 
continue  until  December  16. 

Nan  Morris,  who  won  the  title  of  “Miss 
Toronto"  the  other  day,  says  she  doesn’t 
want  to  be  a film  star.  “I  like  the  movies, 
though,  and  I go  two  or  three  times  a 
week.  My  favorite  players  are  Joan  Craiv- 
ford  and  her  ex-husband.  Franchot  Tone.” 

A Montrealer  whose  son  is  at  a famous 
English  public  school  was  in  New  York 
the  other  day  and  dropped  in  to  see 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.”  To  his  astonish- 
ment and  delight  he  saw  among  the  group 
of  schoolboys  in  the  picture  his  own  boy. 

Guest  theatre  tickets  loere  awarded  by 
Phil  Maurice,  manager  of  Loew’s,  for  the 
best  candid  camera  shots  of  Montreal 
celebrities  arriving  to  attend  the  Canadian 
premiere  of  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  at 
Loew’s,  July  20.  Contestants  were  instruct- 
ed to  mail  photographs  to  Loew’s  by  the 
following  Monday,  and  tickets  were  mailed 
to  the  winners.  Enlargements  of  the  best 
photographs  are  being  displayed  in  the 
theatre  lobby  during  the  engagement. 

Official  sanction  has  been  given  Para- 
mount Oshawa  Theatres  to  decrease  capi- 
tal from  $210,000  to  $10,000  by  cancelling 
750  unissued  seven  per  cent  preference 
shares  of  $100  par  and  1,250  issued  shares 


of  seven  per  cent  preference  called  for 
redemption  June  30  last.  An  increase  of 
capital  following  that  operation  also  has 
been  sanctioned.  It  will  be  increased  to 
$72,500  by  creation  of  625  of  five  per  cent 
cumulative  redeemable  preference  shares  of 
$100  par. 

Allied  Exhibitors  of  Nova  Scotia  elected 
W.  H.  Cuzner,  Sydney  Mines,  president, 
succeeding  A.  J.  Mason  of  Springhill.  Oth- 
ers elected  are  Frank  Sobey  of  Stellarton, 
vice-president,  and  T.  J.  Courtney  of  Hali- 
fax, secretary-treasurer. 


Film  Section  Trade  Board 
Issues  Golf  Meet  Forms 

Toronto — Entry  forms  have  been  issued 
for  the  first  annual  golf  tournament  of 
the  Toronto  board  of  trade  film  section 
which  has  been  dated  for  Monday,  August 
14,  at  the  Oakdale  Golf  Club  just  outside 
of  Toronto.  The  entry  fee,  which  covers 
the  banquet  at  night,  greens  fee  and  inci- 
dentals, is  $5. 

Roy  Lerner  GN  Chief  in 
Vancouver  in  August 

Vancouver — Early  August  will  see  man- 
agement of  the  Grand  National  office  here 
in  the  hands  of  a new  man,  as  L.  A.  Allen 
will  be  succeeded  by  Roy  Lerner,  who  for 
some  time  has  been  a salesman  for  the 
company  in  the  east. 


Fire  Levels  Minto 

Minto,  N.  B. — A fire  which  cleaned  out  a 
lumber  yard  and  damaged  a hotel,  de- 
stroyed the  Minto  Theatre,  a 200-seat 
house  built  to  accommodate  miners  of  that 
district. 


Privileged  Showman — 

That  more  than  one  showman  (as  at 
first  believed!  had  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  Their  Majesties  during  the 
Royal  Tour  is  here  attested  by  this  pic- 
ture showing  George  McComber,  sec- 
retary of  the  Lakehead  Theatres  Co., 
and  his  wife,  being  presented  to  the 
King  and  Queen.  McComber  also  is  an 
alderman  at  Port  Arthur,  Ont. 


fjAROLD  F.  PARKER,  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  twice  a mem- 
ber of  the  Canadian  Bisley  Team,  took 
part  in  the  Nova  Scotia  Rifle  Ass’n  shoot 
held  at  Bedford,  N.  S.  . . . Sympathy  is  ex- 
tended to  Margaret  Lester,  film  insi>ectress 
at  Paramount,  and  William  Steen,  shipper 
at  United  Artists,  whose  fathers  passed 
away. 

After  fire  had  destroyed  the  Gaiety, 
Fredericton,  N.  B.,  the  safe,  containing 
papers  and  money  amounting  to  about 
$300,  was  stolen  from  the  ruins.  W.  W.  O. 
Fenety,  the  owner,  reports  the  safe  was 
found  later  in  the  woods  near  the  town, 
but  only  a few  papers  had  been  left  in  it. 

T.  J.  O’Rourke  of  the  Gaiety,  Minto, 
N.  B.,  a recent  visitor  to  Filmrow,  was  de- 
lighted at  the  opportunity  to  cool  off  in 
Saint  John  after  suffering  from  the  in- 
tense heat  which  had  been  quite  prevalent 
in  the  central  part  of  the  province. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  W . Mason  of  the 
Roseland  and  Academy  theatres.  New  Glas- 
gow,  N.  S.,  called  cm  Filmrow  when  they 
were  en  route  home  after  their  honeymoon 
in  the  United  States. 

The  Royal,  Dominion,  N.  S.,  is  now  open 
only  two  nights  a week. 

Ottawa  Civic  Committee 
Plans  Film  Contest 

Ottawa — The  Civic  Industrial  and  Pub- 
licity Committee  of  Ottawa,  Ont.,  has  hit 
upon  a novel  idea  for  an  official  motion 
picture  of  the  Canadian  Capital  to  be  used 
for  publicity  purposes.  The  civic  officials 
plan  to  offer  a substantial  cash  prize  for 
the  best  1,000-foot  film  of  Ottawa  in  a 
competition  which  will  be  open  to  all  pro- 
fessional and  amateur  moving  picture  cam- 
eramen or  commercial  companies,  the  print 
to  be  new  and  original. 


Draws  $250  Fine 

Nelson,  B.  C. — Arthur  Booth  of  Ti'avel 
Films  was  hailed  into  court  for  exhibiting 
in  a building  in  Kalso,  B.  C.,  which  had 
no  license  for  that  purpose,  and  was  fined 
$250. 


I'HE  managers  on  Filmrow  are  in  their 
shirt  sleeves  these  days,  not  so  much 
on  account  of  the  heat,  but  because,  with 
the  vacation  season  now  in  full  swing, 
there  are  gaps  in  the  staffs  to  fill. 

Miss  Margaret  Inglis  of  the  RKO  staff 
is  receiving  congratulations  on  her  ap- 
proaching wedding,  set  for  some  time  in 
September  . . . Bill  Hansher  of  Paramount 
went  over  to  the  Island  a few  days  to  check 
up  on  business. 

Larry  Bearg  and  his  15  Vancouver  man- 
agers of  Famous  Players  theatres,  got  off 
to  a good  start  for  that  Niagara  Falls 
convention.  They  all  wore  tartan  caps 
with  “British  Columbia”  in  bold  letters 
across  the  top.  'The  Province  has  reason  to 
be  proud  of  these  advertisers. 
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B 

BEACHCOMBER,  THE  (Para) 

This  picture  should  never  have  crossed  the 
Atlantic.  We  have  enough  duds  originating 
in  this  country  to  curse  the  public  with  and 
live  down  without  accepting  those  made  on 
foreign  soil.  Charles  Laughton  is  a very  good 
character  and  should  not  be  sacrificed  in 
such  trash.  It's  a question  who  receives  the 
benefit  while  we  suffer.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  40-25-15-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity: 
480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Theatre,  Em- 
porium, Pa. 

BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND  (FN) 

Did  OK  with  help  of  giveaways.  Tues., 
Wed.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  265. 
— C.  W.  Ritenour,  Majestic  Theatre,  Milford, 
111. 

BRIDAL  SUITE  (M-G-M) 

This  is  a pretty  good  story  idea  that  didn't 
"jell"  very  well — probably  mostly  because  of 
the  miscasting  of  Annabella.  For  some  rea- 
son her  part  didn't  mature  like  it  should  have 
and  it  is  hard  to  figure  out  why  too.  She 
should  have  shone,  but  just  didn't.  Admission: 
40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population: 
550.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wicken- 
burg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

BROADWAY  SERENADE  (M-G-M) 

Another  treat  to  lovers,  of  singing.  Story 
very  weak.  Looks  to  me  Metro  overlooked 
that  point  in  this  production.  Thurs.,  Fri. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  152,000.  Capacity:  950. 
— Michael  J.  Carroll,  American  Theatre, 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

c 

CHARLIE  CHAN  IN  RENO  (20th-Fox) 

You  won't  have  to  hide  at  the  break  of 
this  amusing  little  picture.  Patrons  are  pretty 
sure  to  like  it  enough  to  express  satisfaction. 
The  series  does  not  draw  as  well  with  the 
new  Chan  as  formerly.  There  is  something 
missing,  but  they  are  still  absorbing  film- 
fare.  Wednesday.  Weather:  Fair-warm.  Ad- 
mission: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  McCaskey, 
Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

CLOUDS  OVER  EUROPE  (Col) 

Another  striking  example  of  what  the  Eng- 
lish producers  can  turn  out  in  the  way  of 
socko  entertainment.  Hollywood  might  do 
well  to  get  lohn  Bull's  so  successful  formula 
for  exciting  film  fare.  Any  theatre,  from  city 
to  hamlet,  can  play  this  importations'  and 
send  its  patrons  out  so  well  pleased  and 
thoroughly  entertained.  Business  good.  Wed. 
Weather:  Clear,  hot.  Admission:  40-30.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity: 
562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

COME  ON,  RANGERS  (Rep)  and  NORTH  OF 
SHANGHAI  (Col) 

A couple  of  program  pictures  not  outstand- 
ing and  not  much  at  the  wicket  where  it 
counts,  for  the  exhibitor.  A couple  more  dates 
sacrificed  for  fhe  good  of  the  cause.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  40-25-15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  480. — 
A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Theatre,  Empor- 
ium, Pa. 

D 

DODGE  CITY  (WB) 

Excellent  production  that  drew  to  capacity 
crowds,  even  though  played  late  for  this  sec- 
tion. Saturday.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  575. — 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North 
Vernon,  Ind. 

DODGE  CITY  (WB) 

Played  this  one  late,  to  very  satisfactory 
business.  Everyone  well  pleased,  including 
mys,elf.  I think  if  it  had  been  played  on  the 
nose,  like  "Union  Pacific,"  it  would  have 
equaled  that  showing.  As  it  was  there  is  no 
complaint  with  the  business.  More  like  it, 
with  extended  playing  time,  would  help  the 
industry.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
40-25-15-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
3,000.  Capacity:  480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Em- 
porium Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa, 

DOWN  ON  THE  FARM  (20th-Fox) 

This  is  a good  series.  Business  average  due 
to  conditions  here  and  celebration  coming 
soon.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
35-15.  General  and  farm  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 500.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto 
Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

E 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN  (Univ) 

This  is  one  of  the  best  of  Bing  Crosby's 
pictures.  The  baby,  Sandy,  was  very  good 
for  the  part.  Picture  did  good  business  and 
should  do  good  any  place.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  305. — 
Logan  Hedrick,  Homer  Theatre,  Homer,  111. 

F 

FAMILY  NEXT  DOOR  (Univ) 

A new  family  series  and  one  that  is  due 
to  be  a hit  wherever  played.  My  patrons  ate 
it  up.  Give  us  more.  Universal.  Tuesday. 
V7eather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  300. — 
R.  L.  Hall,  Aztec  Theatre,  Van  Als.tyne,  Tex. 

FAST  AND  LOOSE  (M-G-M) 

Clever  mystery  drama.  Played  it  on  Dish 
Nite  as  main  feature.  A little  slow  moving  in 
spots  and  not  as  fast  as  the  title  indicates. 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Cloudy.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  152,000. 
Capacity:  950. — Michael  I.  Carroll,  American 
Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

FLYING  IRISHMAN  (RKO) 

Doug  Corrigan  is  not  an  actor,  but  this,  is 
a little  different  and  got  by  fairly  well.  Al- 
though the  picture  was  better  than  1 expected 
it  did  a flop  at  the  boxoffice.  Part  of  this 
was  due  to  a revival  in  town.  Thurs.,  Fri. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  384. — 
L.  B.  Rockett,  Wahoo  Theatre,  Dubach,  La. 

FOR  LOVE  OR  MONEY  (Univ) 

This  one  will  make  you  feel  like  you 
would  love  to  have  your  rental  money  back. 
A Columbia  Three  Stooges'  comedy  will  do 
more  business  for  me.  Will  please  40  per 
cent  and  you  will  be  lucky  if  that  many  come. 
Played  Thursday  only,  July  13,  to  poorest  at- 
tendance since  the  house  opened  March  18. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 300, — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer  Theatre, 
Homer,  111. 

G 

GOODBYE,  MR.  CHIPS  (M-G-M) 

One  of  the  year's  outstanding  productions. 


You'll  see  a wonderful  piece  of  acting  by 
Robert  Donat.  Greer  Garson,  the  lady  lead, 
is  good  to  look  at  and  really  can  act.  100% 
show.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
40-30.  A and  B patronage.  Population:  75,000. 
Capacity:  2,700. — M.  E.  Berman,  Orpheum 
Theatre,  Springfield,  111. 

GORILLA,  THE  (20th-Fox) 

Good  picture.  Good  business.  Very  funny 
show.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Freiburger,  Para- 
mount Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

H 

HONOLULU  (M-G-M) 

A very  good  show  which  did  good  mid- 
week business.  Give  it  your  best  playing 
time.  Wed.,  Thurs,.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
35-15.  General  farm  patronage.  Population: 
600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto 
Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

I 

I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para) 

This  was  a disappointment.  Not  up  to  Bob 
Burns  standard.  Will  please  most  of  the  older 
folks.  Does  not  compare  with  "Arkansas 
Traveler."  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  2 for  35  and  10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  1,800,  Capacity:  189. — Earle 
Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

INVITATION  TO  HAPPINESS  (Para) 

Good  entertainment  and  you  won't  have 
to  hide  when  the  patrons  come  out.  Sun,, 
Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.  'Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
40-30.  Population:  75,000.  Capacity:  2,700, — 
M.  E.  Berman,  Orpheum  Theatre,  Springfield, 
111. 

IT'S  A WONDERFUL  WORLD  (M-G-M) 

A swell  comedy.  Don't  pass  this  one  up. 
Patronage  up  to  usual  Saturday-Sunday 
standard.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Population: 
900.  Capacity:  170. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New 
Haven  Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

K 

KING  OF  THE  TURF  (Univ) 

Excellent  picture  that  those  who  saw  it, 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  No  draw.  Wednesday. 
Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,000.  Capacity:  575.— Ritz  Amusements, 
Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

L 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

Top  flight  cast  in  an  overworked  story  give 
an  excellent  performance  for  those  you  can 
get  in.  But  don't  depend  on  the  picture  pull- 
ing. It  won't.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  OK,  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,500,  Capacity:  190. — F.  M.  Baker,  Best 
Theatre,  Handley,  Tex. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

Good  picture,  but  no  draw  for  this  high- 
class  picture.  Will  please  those  who  see  it, 
if  you  can  get  them  in.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Fair,  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  200. — Charles  F. 
Dearman,  Fox  Theatre,  Smithville,  Tenn. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

One  of  the  best  Shirley  Temple  features 
to  date.  Business  folded  here  on  this.  They 
just  don't  care  for  Shirley  any  more.  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  2 for  35-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Ca- 
pacity: 189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre, 
Knoxville,  111. 
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LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

Best  Shirley  Temple  to  date,  but  played  to 
the  poorest  business.  Why  can't  they  get  it 
into  their  heads  that  people  are  fed  up  on 
costume  pictures?  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  35-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800.  Capacity:  200. — E.  L.  Danielson, 
Castle  Theatre,  Mabel,  Minn. 

M 

MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER  (UA) 

One  of  the  finest  pictures  of  the  year  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  who  came  to  see 
it.  Very  poor  midweek  business.  Wednesday. 
Weather:  OK.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  575. — 
Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North 
Vernon^  Ind. 

MAISEE  (M-G-M) 

A feather  in  the  cap  for  Young  and  Soth- 
ern  both.  Story  a little  far-fetched,  but  good 
entertainment  just  the  same.  Some  of  the 
backgrounds  of  the  mountains  were  obviously 
backdrops  and  pretty  corny  attempts  at  that, 
but  one  can  always  hope  that  those  above 
the  eighth  grade  didn't  notice.  The  kids  sure 
did.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population:  500. 
Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

MAN  ABOUT  TOWN  (Para) 

A real  "goodie."  Rochester  nearly  steals 
picture  from  Benny.  It's  a wow  from  start  to 
finish.  Give  it  extra  playing  time  as  you'll 
need  it.  I did.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs., 
Fri.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  40-30.  A and  B 
patronage.  Population:  75,000.  Capacity:  2,700. 
— M.  E.  Berman,  Orpheum  Theatre,  Spring- 
field,  111. 

N 

NANCY  DREW,  DETECTIVE  (WB) 

First  of  this  series  we  have  shown.  Audi- 
ence reaction  good.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Rain.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  206. — A.  B. 
Jefferis,  Piedmont  Theatre,  Piedmont,  Mo. 

o 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

In  spite  of  what  some  critics  say  the  pic- 
ture turns  out  to  be  just  about  what  you 
would  expect  from  cast  and  title  and  where 
this  suff  goes  over  it's  tops.  We  did  very 
well  on  the  Pix  by  selling  James  Cagney  and 
hia  handling  of  the  part,  which  is  just  what 
several  critics  griped  about.  Admission:  40-10. 
Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population:  550. 
Capacity;  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

P 

PIRATES  OF  THE  SKIES  (Univ) 

Played  this  one  on  my  bargain  nite  before 
the  largest  bargain  nite  crowd  I have  ever 
had.  Plenty  of  action.  Will  go  well  in  most 
spots.  Tuesday.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  300. — R.  L.  Hall,  Aztec  Theatre,  Van 
Alstyne,  Tex. 

PLAINSMAN  (Para) 

Second  time  to  play  this.  Subbed  for 
"Zaza"  and  did  OK.  Still  think  it  better  than 
"Stagecoach"  or  "Dodge  City."  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  265. — C.  W. 
Ritenour,  Majestic  Theatre,  Milford,  111. 

PRIDE  OF  THE  NAVY  (Rep)  and  KING  OF 
CHINATOWN  (Para) 

Double  billed  for  one  day  at  reduced 
admissions.  My  public  accepted  both  as  en- 
tertaining and  worth  the  time  and  money 
spent.  Only  fault  I have  to  find  is  they  are 
making  too  many  pictures  on  the  same  order 
that  have  to  be  disposed  of  the  same  way. 
It  simply  cannot  be  done  with  only  one  thea- 
tre. Tues.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  40-25- 
15-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  3,000. 
Capacity:  480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium 
Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 


R 

RADIO  CITY  REVELS  (RKO) 

Just  fair  draw.  Probably  due  to  showing 
so  late.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 35-15.  General  and  farm  patronage. 
Population:  500.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer, 
Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

RHYTHM  OF  THE  SADDLE  (Rep) 

Played  with  "Everybody's  Baby"  and  be- 
tween the  two  had  an  above  average  attend- 
ance. Autry  and  Jones  Family  draw  well  here. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500.  Capacity: 
500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  "Theatre,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 

ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th-Fox) 

A thoroughly  enjoyable  musical  film,  but 
didn't  draw  as  well  as  I had  anticipated.  My 
audience  seemed  to  like  it,  and  had  favor- 
able comment.  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather: 
Fair,  but  hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  900.  Capacity:  170. — 
Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven  Theatre,  New 
Haven,  Mo. 

s 

ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  (Para) 

There  was  some  good  music  in  this  pic- 
ture, but  the  people  just  didn't  come  to  see 
it.  Fri.  Admission:  25-10.  Weather:  Rainy. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacitv: 
270. — Mrs.  M.  H.  Robertson,  Joyo  Theatre, 
Coleridge,  Neb. 

SAINT  STRIKES  BACK,  THE  (RKO) 

A better  than  average  picture  that  drew 
well  on  bargain  night  and  received  favor- 
able comment.  Thursday.  Admission:  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 575. — Ritz  Amusements,  Inc.,  Park 
Theatre,  North  Vernon,  Ind. 

SAINT  STRIKES  BACK,  THE  (RKO)  and 
SECRET  SERVICE  OF  THE  AIR  (WB) 

Used  on  a double  bill,  both  carried  a cer- 
tain amount  of  action  and  while  there  was 
no  boxoffice  rush,  those  that  came  were  satis- 
fied. Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Cool.  Admission: 
40-25-15-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
3,000.  Capacity:  480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Em- 
porium Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M) 

It  is  100  per  cent  Wallace  Beery  and  he  is 
about  done  for  here.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  OK.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,500.  Capacity:  190. — F.  M.  Baker,  Best 
Theatre,  Handley,  'Tex. 

STAGECOACH  (UA) 

Excellent  picture  of  this  type  which  drew 
very  well,  even  though  played  late  for  this 
section.  Pleased  everyone,  although  a trifle 
too  long.  Wed.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  575. — • 
Ritz  Amusements,,  Inc.,  Park  Theatre,  North 
Vernon,  Ind. 

SUSANNAH  OF  THE  MOUNTIES  (20th-Fox) 

Pretty  good  strategy  on  the  part  of  Zanuck 
to  put  over  Shirley  Temple  in  an  action  pic- 
ture for  a change  from  her  usual  type.  The 
girl  handles  the  part  well  too.  We  played 
this  picture  just  a few  days  after  the  4th  of 
July  when  we  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
real  Indian  dances  at  the  pow-wow  in  Flag- 
staff and  we  can  say  the  Indian  stuff  in  the 
picture  is  good.  Fox  deserves,  credit  for  pre- 
senting this  properly  regardless  of  the  tricks. 
Population:  550.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

T 

TARZAM  FINDS  A SON!  (M-G-M) 

Proof  that  Weissmuller  is  the  only  really 
acceptable  Tarzan  as  far  as  the  theatre  audi- 
ences are  concerned.  Very  well  done,  and  the 
little  boy  is  worth  seeing  by  himself.  Cos- 
mopolitan patronage.  Population:  550.  Ca- 
pacity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 


THANKS  FOR  THE  MEMORY  (Para) 

Pix  not  boxoffice.  Apparently  these  two 
stars  (Bob  Hope  and  Shirley  Ross)  need  a 
little  more  work  as  supporting  players  be- 
fore they  will  be  able  to  carry  leads  well. 
Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population:  550.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

u 

UNMARRIED  (Para) 

Juat  another  program  picture.  No  good,  but 
not  bad,  which  is  something  these  days. 
Tues.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  384.— 
L.  B.  Rockett,  Wahoo  Theatre,  Dubach,  La. 

w 

WOMEN  IN  THE  WIND  (WB) 

Good  airplane  picture  with  Kay  Francis 
which  pleased.  Good  business.  Mon.,  Tues. 
V/eather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Capacity:  200. — ■ 
E,  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey, 
Okla. 


Y 

YOUNG  MR.  LINCOLN  (20th-Fox) 

Henry  Fonda  does  the  most  perfect  job 
of  his  career  in  playing  the  part  of  Lincoln. 
It's  a top  piece  of  entertainment  and  nothing 
further  need  be  aaid.  Cosmopolitan  patron- 
age. Population:  550.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A. 
Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wicken- 
burg, Ariz. 


NEWSREELS 


TUKSDAY,  .JULY  18 

Movietone  News,  No.  89:  Squalus  sinks  again; 
Admiral  Yarnell  inspects  marines;  spectacular 
forest  blaze;  dropping  old  cars;  bull  fighting  re- 
turns; royalty  in  the  news;  King  Leopold  pre- 
sides at  air  meet;  Lew  Lehr;  Picard  wins  title 
and  undersea  boxing. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  287:  Squalus  sinks  again; 
Far  East  crisis;  Salinas  rodeo  sets  record;  Queen 
Mary  meets  young  Britain;  Kentucky  mine  blast 
kills  28;  Hollywood  game  of  errors,  and  Picard 
wins  title. 

Parainount  News,  No.  100:  WPA  strike  situa- 
tion; new  icebreaker  for  Coast  Guard;  Kentucky 
mine  blast;  British  undersea  fight;  news  reporters 
win  headliner’s  awards;  Picard  wins  golf  title, 
and  Hollywood  game  of  errors. 

RKO  Patlie  News,  No.  104:  Nation’s  newsmen 
receive  awards;  G.  M.  strikers  clash  with  police; 
film  stars  play  baseball;  Bloody  Harlan  torn  by 
riots;  Queen  Mary  meets  young  Britain;  CTO  votes 
to  organize  packers,  and  Picard  wins  title. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  789;  Squalus  sinks  again; 
WPA  strike  in  Minneapolis;  Kentucky  mine  blast; 
irate  wives  end  heard  derby;  steers  gore  riders  at 
rodeo;  Queen  Mary  at  garden  party;  tricky  suits 
for  kiddies  seen;  oriental  King  takes  to  air,  and 
Picard  wins  title. 

THURSDAY,  JULY  20 

Movietone  News,  No.  90;  Corrigan  marries;  to- 
bacco auction;  Coney  Island;  President's  mother 
interviewed  in  Paris;  army  tests  flying  fortress; 
Paris  fashions;  Lew  Lehr;  Dempsey  recovers; 
Wooderson  makes  comeback,  and  cheetah  racing. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  288:  France  celebrates 
Bastille  Day;  Corrigan  marries;  Count  Ciano  visits 
Spain;  harvest  time  in  wheat  empire;  how  wicked 
is  New  York?;  women  roll  off  bulges;  new  Lon- 
don dance  craze;  Dempsey  recovers,  and  juniors 
in  yacht  classic. 

Paramount  News,  No.  101;  Bob  Hope  and  parad- 
ing mannikins;  G-Men  take  over  Louisiana  in- 
vestigation: Corrigan  marries;  Dempsey  recovers; 
East  Side  mothers  get  vacation;  Stanton  Griffis 
marries  Whitney  Bourne,  and  tobacco  chanters 
name  new  champ. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  1:  The  migrant  worker 
problem;  Japan  builds  peace  corps;  fishing  from 
a plane;  rare  birds  at  St.  Louis  zoo;  new  low  cost 
housing  venture  booms;  sheep  head  for  mountain 
pastures,  and  Corrigan  marries. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  790:  Refit  Byrd  ship 
for  polar  trip;  the  Grouch  Club;  big  grain  harvest 
in  northwest;  Dempsey  recovers;  Duchess  renames 
cruiser;  models  show  expensive  furs;  1,000  twins 
at  convention;  woman  sets  globe  air  record;  flames 
wreck  school  house:  film  stars  try  summer  skiing, 
and  girl  loggers  roll  their  own. 
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P HAG  T I C AL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Street  Stunts  Return 
As  Selling  Method 


Detroit — Sensational  exploitation  is  be- 
ing introduced  into  first-run  situations 
here  for  the  first  time  in  years  by  the 
principal  Detroit  theatres — the  Fox  and 
the  Michigan.  A dignified  method  of  ex- 
ploitation is  maintained,  but  the  basic  ideas 
represent  a considerable  departure  from 
the  standard  advertising  policies  that  have 
prevailed  at  these  houses  in  recent  sea- 
sons. 

At  the  Fox,  Col.  Lawrence  T.  Lewis  was 
engaged  with  his  Hollywood  gorilla,  “In- 
gagi,”  and  played  in  the  lobby,  as  well 
as  to  some  extent  on  the  downtown  streets, 
for  the  engagement  of  the  Ritz  Bros. 
“The  Gorilla.”  Special  stunts,  such  as 
having  the  gorilla  faint  on  the  streets  dur- 
ing a heat  wave,  were  tried. 

At  the  Michigan,  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son” 
was  the  competing  attraction.  A year-old 
lion,  weigh'ng  250  pounds  and  managed 
by  California  Jack,  was  engaged  to  prowl 
the  streets  on  a leash,  as  well  as  appear 
in  the  lobby. 

The  lion  was  put  on  the  air  during  Harry 
Heilmann’s  “Man  in  the  Street”  broad- 
cast from  the  front  of  the  theatre,  and 
growled  over  the  ether  for  air  fans. 

The  famous  Tarzan  love  call,  available 
on  records,  was  widely  heard  by  Detroiters 
crowding  the  city’s  principal  park.  Belle 
Isle,  when  it  was  given  to  boys  who  played 
it  on  phonographs  in  canoes  all  over  the 
island,  making  the  sound  familiar  to  all 
outdoor  pleasure  seekers. 

Colonel  Lewis  is  working  on  a deal  for 
Cooperatives  Theatres,  whereby  most  of  the 
Co-op  houses,  particularly  Krim  and  As- 
sociated circuits,  would  use  “Ingagi”  for 
exploitation.  Deal  would  be  used  on  sec- 
ond and  key  rims  of  “The  Gorilla”  or  on 
return  bookings  of  “Tlie  Jaws  of  the  Jun- 
gle” in  other  theatres. 

“Ingagi”  will  be  used  on  the  street,  in  the 
lobby,  on  stage  and  in  front  of  theatres. 


Gefs  Attention — 

To  promote  “Union  Pacific,”  Jimmy 
Long  of  the  Fox  Plaza.  Kansas  City, 
borrowed  this  elaborate  miniature  train 
system  from  the  Vandenboom  Furni- 
ture Co.,  Kansas  City,  and  set  it  up  in 
the  lobby.  Vandenboom  furnished  a 
marl  to  operate  it  during  show  hours. 
The  piece  attracted  more  attention 
than  anything  the  Plaza  has  had  in  its 
lobby  for  many  and  many  a moon. 


Miniature  Dude  Ranch  and 
Two  Sitters  for  "Maisie" 

Salt  Lake  City — A miniature  “Maisie’s 
Dude  Ranch”  was  set  up  in  the  lobby 
of  the  Utah  Theatre  here,  featuring  a 
three-inch  fan  dancer  which  could  be  seen 
with  the  aid  of  a lense  trick. 

For  the  same  film,  two  youths  were  hired 
to  sit  in  chairs  placed  in  parking  stalls 
near  the  theatre.  Paying  nickels  hourly  for 
the  privilege  and  outfitted  with  umbrellas 
and  placards  with  picture  copy,  the  pair, 
besides  attracting  attention  for  “Maisie,” 
narrowly  escaped  a brawl  with  a motorist 
intent  on  parking  his  car. 


84  Varied  Siunls  for 
"Only  Angels" 

Philadelphia — No  less  than  84  different 
stunts  were  used  in  the  campaign  for  “Only 
Angels  Have  Wings”  arranged  by  Al  Zim- 
balist  and  Jack  R.  Lexey  for  the  Broad- 
way. Among  the  stunts: 

Letters  boosting  the  film  were  obtained 
from  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Steve  Early, 
the  President’s  secretary,  and  James  A. 
Farley,  postmaster  general.  All  were  placed 
in  the  lobby. 

Postcards  were  sent  from  the  World’s 
Fair  to  a selected  mailing  list  of  5,000. 

Balloons  were  let  loose  from  the  roof, 
informing  taxpayers  and  motorists  that 
“Only  Angels  Have  Wings.” 

Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  first-aid 
booklets  were  obtained  free,  given  out  with 
stamped  advertising  material. 

A billboarded  truck  drove  through 
League  Island,  Philadelphia’s  “Coney” — 
the  first  time  permission  was  ever  ob- 
tained for  such  a stunt. 

A truck  drove  around  town  with  a fly- 
ing school’s  airplane  aboard. 

The  city  council,  represented  by  Ber- 
nard Samuels,  presented  a cup  to  a Co- 
lumbia representative  for  producing  the 
picture.  (Cup  ostensibly  came  from  the 
city;  but  Lexey  provided  it). 

Trailers  were  shown  on  16mm  film  out- 
side the  theatre  a week  ahead,  attracted 
literally  thousands. 

Fans  were  enrolled  in  a Jean  Arthur 
Fan  Club. 

Letters  were  sent  to  500  trade  unions. 

War  veteran  groups  paraded  to  the  the- 
atre. 

Result:  Record-breaking  business. 

Bathing  Beauty,  Double 
Contests  Sell  Rogers 

New  York  — Ginger  Rogers  Bathing 
Beauty  and  Double  Contests  appear  to 
be  most  popular  with  exhibitors  who  are 
plugging  “Bachelor  Mother.” 

In  conjunction  with  a local  paper.  Man- 
ager D.  B.  Cottral  of  the  Chief  Tlieatre, 
Denver,  staged  a spectacular  Rogers  bath- 
ing beauty  contest  in  the  Garden  of  the 
Gods.  Contestants  were  required  to  have 
with  them  an  adopted  “baby”  in  the  form 
of  a doll. 

The  girls  in  the  contest  were  paraded 
in  open  cars  starting  from  the  front  of 
the  theatre.  Then  they  were  taken  along 
“Pike’s  Peak  and  Colorado  Avenues  to 
Manitou  Springs,  thence  to  the  Garden 
of  Gods  and  the  Hidden  Roof,  the  observa- 
tion roof  of  which  is  a natural  stage. 

In  Atlantic  City,  Manager  Morton  Levin 
of  the  Warner,  tied  in  with  a department 
store  for  a sales  girl  beauty  contest  and 
with  the  Steel  Pier  for  a Ginger  Rogers 
double  contest.  Manager  A.  Jonason  of 
the  Mayfair,  Asbury  Park,  used  the  title 
on  diapered  youngsters  for  a boardwalk 
ballyhoo. 


Giving  the  Patrons  an  Eyeful — 

These  comely  young  women  were  entrants  in  a beauty  contest  at  the  Fox 
Theatre  in  Carlisle,  Ark.,  under  the  auspices  of  th  local  Young  Business  Men. 
From  the  group  of  girls  a queen  was  chosen  with  two  maids  of  honor  to  repre- 
sent the  town  at  the  Peach  Festival  in  Forest  City,  Ark.  The  Rex,  a unit  of 
the  G.  W.  Jones  Theatres,  is  managed  by  Ted  Wilson. 
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Matt  Saunders,  returning  from  a trip  to  Chicago  recently,  dropped 
me  a few  lines  among  which  were  the  following:  "My  Theatre  is  a 
BOXOFFICE  subscriber  and  it  is  read  religiously  by  myself  and 
my  entire  staff.  When  the  present  subscription  runs  out.  you  can 
rest  assured  that  it  will  be  renewed  immediately."  Matt  runs  the 
Loews  Poli  at  Bridgeport.  Conn. 

♦ * ♦ ♦ * 

It  makes  no  difference  what  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  said 
to  the  governor  of  South  Carolina.  I like  very  much  what  Bob  E. 
Bryant  of  Rock  Hill,  S.  C.  says  in  a letter  to  us.  Quote— BOXOFFICE 
is  one  of  my  favorite  publications  and  I look  forward  to  each  issue, 
particularly  The  Modern  Theatre,  which  are  always  kept  on  file  for 
quick  reference — unquote.  Bob  operates  the  Capitol  show  house 
'way  down  in  the  South.  (Harry  Toler,  editor  of  the  Modern 
Theatre,  take  a bow). 

* * * » ♦ 

I sure  like  the  way  those  Southern  fellers  talk!  Listen  at  this  feller 
named  J.  P.  Harrison  from  Denton.  Tex.  Says  this  manager  of  the 
Texas  Theatre:  "I  alv/ays  look  forward  each  week  with  quite  a bit 
of  pleasure  to  receiving  my  issue  of  BOXOFFICE  because  it  is 
mainly  through  this  medium  that  I keep  posted  on  what  is  going  on 
in  our  business.  I especially  like  the  local  flavor  you  give  it." 

1#  * # Hi  * 

Next  to  seeing  autographs  on  sweet  notes  like  the  above,  I like  to 
see  them  on  coupons  like  the  one  below.  That's  the  first  step  in 
making  exhibitors  happy;  and  my  publisher  boss  gets  a kick  out  of 
it,  too.  Get  the  hint? 

—BOXOFFICE  jr. 


ASSOCIATED  PUBEICATIONS.  Date 193... 

4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  Cit.v,  Mo. 

Please  enter  my  subseription  to  BOXOFFICE,  52  issues  per  year  (13  of  which  con- 
tain The  MODERN  TlIFiA'I  RE  Section  aiul  13  ot  the  PRODUCTION  INDEX),  incliKling 
the  New  BOXOFITCE  PICTURE  GUIDE  ami  DATE  & RECORD  BOOK  anrt 
BAROMETER  FRFJE. 

Herewith  niy  cheek  for:  |y[  .'>2.00  tor  1 Vear  Q §3.50  for  2 Years.  Q $5.00  for  3 Years 

Name  Theatre 

Address City State 


BOXOFnCE  ::  July  29,  1939 


105 


S)n  I'liQ  Alak 


STARTING 

WELL  ALONG 

COMPLETED 

PRISON  SURGEON — Walter  Connolly,  Onslow 
Stevens,  Dougas  Fowley,  Iris  Meredith,  Paul 

Fix.  Stanley  Blystone,  Bernard  Nedell.  Pro- 

ducer: B.  B.  Kahane.  Director:  Charles  Vidor. 

FIVE  lATTLE  PEPPERS  AND  HOW  THEY 
<iREW  — Edith  Fellowes,  Dorothy  Ann  Seece, 
Clarence  Kolb,  Dorothy  Peterson,  Ronald  Sinclair, 
Tommy  Bond.  Producer:  Jack  Fier.  Director: 
Charles  Barton.  Original:  Margaret  Lothrop. 

SKEMEiMBEK — Robert  Taylor,  Greer  Garson,  Lew 
Ayres,  Billie  Burke,  Lione  Atwill,  George  Bar- 
y bier,  .Sara  Haden.  Producer:  Milton  Bren.  Di- 

^ rector:  Norman  Z.  McLeod.  Original:  Norman  Z. 

^ McLeod,  Corey  Ford. 


DANCING  COED — Lana  Turner,  Richard  Carlson, 
Ann  Rutherford,  Lee  Bowman,  Artie  Shaw,  Ros- 
coe  Karns,  Sterling  Holloway.  Producer:  Edgar 
Selwyn.  Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 


THCNDER  AFLOAT— Wallace  Beery,  Chester 
Morris,  Virginia  Grey,  Philip  Terry.  Producer: 
J.  Walter  Ruben.  Director:  George  Seitz. 


Ml  RDEK  IN  THE  BIG  HOU.SE — Charles  Bickford, 
Barton  MacLane.  Producer:  Scott  R.  Dunlap. 
Director:  William  Nigh.  Original:  Rev.  Patrick 
g O’Neil.  Screenplay:  Martin  Mooney. 

2 SKY  PATROI. — John  Trent,  Milburn  Stone,  Mar- 
2 jorie  Reynolds,  Jackie  Coogan.  Producer:  Paul 
Malvern.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Original 
Screenplay:  Joseph  ^rest,  Norton  S.  Parker. 


IRISH  L.ITCK — Frankie  Darro,  Sheila  Darcy,  Dick 
Purcell,  Lillian  Elliott.  Producer:  Grant  With- 
ers. Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Screenplay: 
Mary  McCarthy. 

OKLAHOMA  TERROR— Jack  Randall,  Virginia 
Carroll,  A1  St.  John.  Producer:  Lindsley  Parsons. 
Director:  Spencer  Gordon  Bennett. 


REMEMBER  THE  NIGHT — Fred  MacMurray,  Bar- 
Bara  Stanwyck,  Sterling  Holloway,  Beulah 
1 Bondi.  Producer:  Mitchell  Leisen.  Director: 

5 Mitchell  'Leisen.  Screenplay:  Rebecca  West. 

Pm 

2 TYPHOON — Dorothy  Lamour,  Robert  Preston, 
Lynne  Overman.  Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Di- 
rector: Louis  King.  Screenplay:  Allen  Rivkin, 
Steve  Fisher. 


DI.XMONDS  ARE  DANGEROUS — Isa  Miranda, 
George  Brent,  Nigel  Bruce,  John  Loder.  Pro- 
ducer: William  LeBaron.  Director:  George 

FitJ^maurice. 

UNTAMED — Ray  Milland,  Patricia  Morison,  Akim 
Tamiroff,  Eily  Malyon,  William  Frawley,  Jane 
Darwell-  Producer:  Paul  Jones.  Director: 

George  Archainbaud. 


ARE  HUSBANDS  NECESSARY?— Fred  MacMur- 
ray, Madeleine  Carroll,  Allan  Jones,  Akim  Tami- 
roff, Helen  Broderick.  Producer:  Jeff  Lazarus. 
Director:  Edward  Griffith.  Screenplay:  Virginia 
Van  Upp. 


o 

Q 

< 
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THE  FLYING  DEUCES  — Stan  Laurel,  Oliver 
Hardy,  Jean  Parker.  Producer:  Boris  Morros. 
Director:  Eddie  Sutherland.  Screenplay;  Ralph 
Spence.  Harry  Langdon,  Alfred  Schiller. 


O THF,  FIGHTING  GRINGO  — George  O’Brien.  Lu- 

M pita  Tovar,  Leroy  Mason,  Mary  Field.  Producer: 

® Bert  Gilroy.  Director:  Dave  Howard. 


Cl. 

U 


WALL  STREET  COWBOY  — Roy  Rogers,  Ray- 
mond Hatton,  George  (Gabby)  Hayes,  Craig 
Reynolds.  Pierre  Watkin.  Producer:  Joe  Kane. 
Director;  Joe  Kane.  Screenplay:  Gerald  Geraghty. 


MIDNIGHT  FLIGHT— Roscoe  Turner,  Phil  Regan, 
Jean  Parker,  Robert  Armstrong,  Noah  Beery  jr., 
Harlan  Briggs.  Producer:  Armand  Schaefer. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 


X! 

o 

bu 
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DRUMS  ALONG  THE  MOHAIVK— Claudette  Col- 
bert, Henry  Fonda,  John  Oarradine,  Eddie  Col- 
lins, Dorris  Bowden.  Producer;  Raymond  Grif- 
fith. Director:  John  Ford.  Original:  Walter  D. 
Edmonds. 

HERE  I AM  A STR.VNGER— Richard  Greene, 
Brenda  Joyce.  Richard  Dix,  Gladys  George,  Ro- 
land A’oung,  John  Arledge.  Producer:  Harry  Joe 
Brown.  Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth. 


THE  GREAT  DICTATOR— Charles  Chapin.  Paul- 
ette Goddard,  Henry  Daniell.  Producer:  Charles 
Chaplin.  Director:  Charles  Chaplin.  Screenpay: 
laj  Charles  Chaplin. 

D 

REBECCA — Laurence  Olivier,  Judith  Anderson. 
Producer:  David  O.  Selznick.  Director:  Alfred 
Hitchcock.  Original:  Daphne  DuMaurier.  Screen- 
play: Martin  Berkeley. 


INTERMEZZO — Leslie  Howard,  Ingrid  Bergman. 
Edna  Best,  John  Halliday.  Producer:  David  O. 
Selznick.  Director;  Gregory  Ratoff.  Screenplay: 
George  O’Neil. 


THE  HOUSEKEEPER’S  DAUGHTER— Joan  Ben- 
nett, Adolphe  Menjou,  William  Gargan,  Marc 
Lawrence,  Donald  Meek.  Producer:  Hal  Roach. 
Director:  Hal  Roach.  Original:  Donald  Hender- 
son Clarke. 


^ MISSING  EVIDENCE — Preston  Foster,  Irene  Her- 
^ vey.  Chick  Chandler,  Inez  Courtney,  Paul  Guil- 
D foyle.  Director:  Phil  Rosen. 


ONE  HOUR  TO  LIVE — Doris  Nolan.  Charles  Bick- 
ford, John  Litel.  Samuel  Hinds,  John  Gallaudet. 
Producer:  George  Yohalen.  Director:  Harold 
Schuster.  Original  Screenplay:  Roy  Chanslor. 


OUTLAWED  MARSHAL  — Johnny  Mack  Brown, 
Bob  Baker,  Fuzzy  Knight,  Anne  Gwynne,  Lane 
Chandler,  Charles  King.  Producer:  Albert  Ray. 
Director:  Ford  Beebe. 


TORCHY  GOES  TO  TOWN— Jane  Wyman,  Dick 
Foran,  Maxie  Rosenbloom,  Gloria  Dickson,  John 
^ Ridgely,  Tom  Kennedy.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy. 

^ Director:  Noel  Smith. 

® THE  ROARING  TWENTIES — James  Cagney. 

? Humphrey  Bogart,  Ann  Sheridan,  Jeffrey  Lynn. 

Producer:  Sam  Bischoff.  Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 
Original:  Mark  Hellinger.  Screenplay:  John 
Wexley,  John  Huston. 
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Alphabetical  Index  to  the  Booklnq 

.171  A GUIDE  TO  ✓ 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


A 

Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 3855 
Adventures  of  UuckleOerry  Pinn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

<WB)  Feb.  18  321 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  005 

Almost  a Gentleman  (KIvO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Along'  the  Rio  Grande  (KKO) . . 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) . 367 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GH) 8UI'2 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue ....  1072 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 932 

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) 

Apr.  15  3833 

Bad  Company  (TJniv)  

Bad  I,ands  (KKO)  July  29 933 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3.3863 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 

Jan.  28  915 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col) 

Big  Town  Czar  (Univ)  Apr.  22  3018 
Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

Col)  July  22  9010 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13 . . 943 

Bo.v  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3824 

Boys  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 3820 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27 . . 937 
Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 931 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 

Police  (Para)  Apr.  8 3831 

c 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11 3826 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  29  032 

Captain  Fury  (TIA)  May  13 

Career  (RKO)  July  1 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 

(20th-Fox)  006 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 948 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th- 

Fox)  002 

Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22  8012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

May  13  374 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Univ) 

Jan.  28  3019 

Colorado  Sunset  (Rep) 846 

Confessions  of  Nazi  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  29  353 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  ((«N) 327 

D 

Dark  Victory  (FN)  Mar.  11...  354 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Death  of  a Champion  (Para)  . . . 

Desperate  Trails  (Univ)  

Dodge  City  (WB)  Apr.  8 304 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 
East  (Side  of  Heaven  (Cniv) 

Apr.  15  3006 

Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  July  29 ...  . 001 
Everybody’s  Bab.v  (20th-Fox) 

Dee.  3 935 

Ever.vthing  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 

Everything’s  on  Ice  (RKO) 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

F 

Fast  and  Uoose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  924 
Family  Ne;rt  Door  (Univ) 

Apr.  15  3020 

First  Uove  (Univ)  

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11.. 9030 
Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10  927 
Five  Uittle  Peppers  (Col) 


Fixer  Dugan  (KKO)  Apr.  29...  922 

Flight  at  Midnight  (Rep) 

Flying  Irishman  (KKO)  Mar.  11  919 

For  Love  or  Money  (Univ) 3030 

May  13  

Forged  Pass|>ort  (Ken)  Feb.  11 . . 323 
Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.. 3031 

Four  Feathers  (UA) June  24 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  951 

l‘'rontier  Pon.t  Express  (Rep) 

Apr.  15  854 

G 

Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO) 

June  10  920 

Girl  From  Mexico  (KKO)  May  20  928 

Girl  From  Rio  (Mono) 3825 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodb.ve,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27.  944 
Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

Giiiiga  Din  (KKO)  Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22  . . 934 

Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24...  312 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Hidden  Power  (Col)  May  27.... 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  376 

Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22.. 3836 
Hound  of  the  Baskervllles 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 936 

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20.  .3038 

I 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  July  22 . . 

I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  25.  824 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  11  925 

I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3830 

Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 

July  15  315 

In  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  July  15 . . 856 

In  Old  Monterey  (Rep)  July  29.  847 

Inside  Information  (Univ) 

June  10  3040 

Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22.. 934 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  22  945 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

Ma.v  20  3841 

Irish  Luck  (Mono)  3826 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-rox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a IVonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

flones  Family  in  Holl.vwood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (WB)  Apr.  29 301 

E 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27  . 363 
Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 929 
King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

Mar.  11  3827 

King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
Konga  (Col)  

L 

Lad.v  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 
Lad.v  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) . . 947 
Lad.v’s  From  Kentucky,  The 

(Para)  Apr.  15  3834 

Law  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

I.et  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  25  926 

Let  Us  Live  (Col)  Feb.  18 0007 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Apr.  15  9213 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

l,ost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue..  994 

Love  Affair  (KKO)  Mar.  18 916 

Luck.v  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6...  933 

M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 . 3847 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 9208 


Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  July  8 
Man  of  Conquest  (Re|>)  Apr.  15..  801 
Man  They  Couldn’t  Hang  (Col) 

Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8...  375 

Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 843 

Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 

Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 3828 

Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 

July  15  3846 

Miracles  for  Sale  (.M-G-M) 946 

Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 

Mmlem  Cinderella  (Univ) 

Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8.  845 
Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20fli-rox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-rox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  AVong  in  Chinatown 

(Mono)  July  22  3807 

Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Univ)  June  24  

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ) Reissue 

M.v  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) 

Mar.  18  9029 

Mv  Wife’s  Relatives  (Rep) 

Mar.  11  810 

M.vstery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18  3806 

M.vstery  of  the  AVhite  Room 

(Univ)  Apr.  1 3037 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4.  ...3809 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter 

(WB)  July  15  324 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 
Never  Say  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11.. 3832 

New  Frontiers  (Rep)  868 

News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Night  Riders  (Rep)  Apr.  8 865 

Nightwork  (Para)  

North  of  Yukon  (Col)  July  8...  .9205 

o 

Of  Human  Bondage  (KKO) 

reissue  993 

Oklahoma  Kid  (WB)  Mar.  18.  . ..308 

Oklahioma  Terror  (Mono) 3856 

On  Borrowed  'Time  (M-G-M) 

July  8 942 

On  Trial  (WB)  Mar.  25 323 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3825 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Col)  May  20  9001 

Our  I.eading  Citizen  (Para) 

Out  of  Singapore  (Astor).. 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

June  3 9031 

P 

Panama  Lady  (KKO)  May  13...  925 
Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25. . . . 314 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8...  9032 
Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
P.vgmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11....  980 

Q 

Quick  Millions  (20th-rox) 004 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 

May  20  984 

Renegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.. 3859 
Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  29 940 

Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono)  3866 
Risky  Business  (Univ)  Mar.  II.. 3029 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods 

(Col)  Apr.  29  

Rolling  Westward  (Mono)  Apr.  1 3863 

Rookie  Cop  (KKO)  Apr.  29 923 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(20th-Fox)  May  13  942 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep) 

Mar.  25  853 

s 

Saint  in  London  (RKO)  July  1 . . 929 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 

Feb.  IK  9IK 

Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 
Secret  Service  ol  the  Air  (WB) 

Eeb.  II  J20 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  25  927 

She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 815 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono).. 3823 
Shotild  Husbands  AVork?  (Rep) 

July  22  816 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3.  .AVI-3 
Six  Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18  AVI-19 

Sky  Pilot  (Mono)  

6.000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3.  . 938 

Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep)  

Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 930 
Society  Smugglers  (Univ)  Mar.  11  3024 
Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  3837 


^hatt 


Sorority  House  (RKO)  Apr.  22..  924 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 813 


Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  855 

Spellbinder  (KKO)  July  15 931 

Spirit  of  Culver  (Cniv)  Mar.  4.. 3014 
Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

June  10  9206 

siagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

Box  003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  

star  of  Midnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25.. 3822 


Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 938 

Stor.v  of  Vernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  838 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

(Rep)  Apr.  29  

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 

Apr.  15  3802 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

„ 1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

S 909 

Sudden  Money  (Para)  Mar.  25 
Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Univ) 

June  10  3009 

Siiiisel  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 3857 

Siis.annnh  of  the  Moiinties 

(20th- Fox)  June  17  954 

Sneepstakes  AVinner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 

T 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

Jane  3 939 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M)  May  20.  935 
These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) . . 948 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

They  Asked  for  It  (Univ)  July  8.3040 
'I'liey  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25  920 

'Phey  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  15 
This  Man  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 
Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Cp 

(Univ)  Mar.  26  300I 

Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep)  June  24  866 
Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

To  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Torchy  Plays  AVitli  Dynamite 

(BB)  326 

Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB) 

Apr.  1 322 

Trapped  in  the  Sky  (Col)  Feb.  18.9024 
Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  May  13... 3854 
Trouble  in  Sundown  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  983 

Tumbleweeds  (Astor) 


12  Crowded  Hours  (RKO)  Feb.  18  917 


U 

U-67  (Astor)  

I ndercover  Agent  (Mono)  3824 

Cndercover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  3840 

Underpup  (Univ)  

Unexpected  Father  (Univ)  ..  .July  22 
Union  I’acific  (Para)  May  6... 3835 
Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 3838 

W 

Wanted  b.v  Scotland  Yard 

(Mono)  Apr.  29  3829 

AA'are  Case,  The  (20thi-Fox) 

July  29  8014 

AVaterfront  (AVB)  July  1 325 

AA’ay  Down  South  (RKO)  July  22  947 
AVestem  Caravans  (Col)  July  1.9207 
W hispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 


AVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 


Eox)  Feb.  18  930 

Winner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  939 

AVinter  Carnival  (UA)  July  22... 
Within  the  Law  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  18  928 

AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M) 949 

AVolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27...... 3813 

AA’oman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 

July  8 9025 

Women,  The  (M-G-M)  

Women  in  the  W'ind  (AVB) 

Feb.  4 310 

AVorld  on  Parade  (Para)  


AVuthering  Heights  (UA)  Apr.  1 
AVyomlng  Outlaw  (Rep)  July  15.. 867 

Y 

Ves,  M)  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 


Feb.  11  367 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 

Murder  (FN)  Jan.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 947 

z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18 

Zero  Hour  (Rep)  May  27 
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Numerals  Following:  Titles  are 
Running:  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 
^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
©Indicates  color. 


Columbia 

AI-I.-STAR  COanCDIES 
A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) ... -Apr.  21, ’39 

Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(ITVz)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feh.  10, ’,39 

Not  Gnilty  Rnoug:h  (18) Sept.  30 

Now'  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  June  2, ’39 
Pest  From  the  West  (..)...  .June  16 
Rattling:  Romeo  (17) July  14 

Swing:  Yon  Swlng:ers 

(18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

Tile  Clinmp  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  Mays, ’39 

The  Sap  Takes  a Sap 

(ISVz)  Mar.  10, ’39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Clyde 

(18)  .luly  28 

COI.OR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hoil.vwood  Graduation  (7) . . . Ang.  26 

I.ncky  Pigs  ( . .) Ma.v  26 

Neil’s  Yells  (..)  June  30 

Peiiceful  .Neighbors  (8) . .Jan.  26, ’39 
The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)...  Feb.  24,  ’39 
Tile  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14, ’39 

COUUMBIA  TOUR 
Big  Town  Commuters  (9)  . Feb.  3, ’39 

Colombia  (10)  July  2, ’39 

Man  Ma«le  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

( . . ) May  26 

Province  of  ({iiebec  (10) Dec.  15 

COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  . Mar.  24, ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltzes 

( . . ) Apr.  21,  ’39 

No.  9 Songs  of  the  West 

( . . ) May  19,  ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  ( . . ) June  16 
'l'hir<l  Series 

No.  4 Sweetheart  Melodies  (ll)Dec.  30 


No.  .5  Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’.39 

No.  6 .Moon  Songs  (10)  . . . .Feb.  24,  ’39 

KRAZY  K.AT 

Golf  Chumps  (..) Apr.  6, ’39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7) . . . . Jan.  27,’39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  (.  .)  . .May  12,  ’39 


MUSIC  HAUU  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(lOyz)  Jan.  20, ’.39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (10)  .. Mar.  2, ’39 
Yankee  Dooflle  Home 

(..)  May  19, ’39 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  1.5, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A IVorm’s  Eye  View'  (7)  ..  Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feh.  3, ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rorleo  (..)  June  2 

Scrappy’s  .Sideshow  (7) . . . . Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  5(10)  .Ian.  6, ’39 

No.  6 (10>4)  Feb.  17,  ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  soya)  Apr.  8. ’39 

No.  9(..)  May  12, ’.39 

No.  10  (..)  May  26 

No.  11  (..)  June  15 

SPORT  REEUS 

Diving  Rhythm  (..) May  5, ’39 

Get  Ready  Navy  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Jockeys  Up  (..)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (10) Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (..)...  ..lime  30 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
A Ducking  They  Did  (!o 

(lOya)  Apr.  7, ’.3t> 

Saved  From  the  Belle  (17)..  June  30 
Three  Uittle  .Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

We  Want  Our  Mummy 


(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Yes,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(7)  May  19, ’39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

.Vo.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  6, ’.39 

No.  .3  Inside  the  Capitol 

(..)  Apr.  28, ’39 


Grand  National 

CAVAIzCADK  OF  STUFF 

No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 

M-G-M 


CRIMF  DOESN’T  PAY 


Help  Wanted  (21) June  10 

Money  to  Doan  (21) Mar,  11» ’39 

WTiile  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  1.5,  *39 


CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVEUTAI.KS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  ERypt  (9) Jan.  21,  *39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9) May  27 

GlimpMes  of  Aiifitralia  (9)... Apr.  15 

Irniierial  Delhi  (8) Feh.  18 

Java  Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

Pictnres<|ne  Udaipur  (8) . .May  13,  *39 

Rural  Hungary  (9) Apr.29,  *39 

Sinsrapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . .Dec.  31 

miniatures 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Hohbies  (10)  . .May  13,  *39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

l.ove  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18,  *39 

Prophets  Without  Honor 

(11)  May  20,  *39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11) ..  .May  27,  *39 
MUSTCAIz  COMEDIES 

Happily  Hurled  (20) Apr.  15,  *39 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  1? 

Kenneth  Steven.9  and  Doris  Wea- 
ton  In  a musical  sa^a  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  IJghtly  (19) Dec.  31 

The  story  of  two  harher  colleges 
becomes  a mu.slcal  comedy  plot  by 
a clo.se  .shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

Somewhat  Secret  (21) ..  .Mar.  25,  *39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor.  . .May  13 
Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears 


(11)  July  15 

Jitterbug  Follies  (9) Feb.  25,  *39 

0UittIe  Gold  Fish  (8) . . .Apr.  15,  *39 

Mania’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8,  *39 

The  Bear  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

Wanted  No  Master  (8) . . .Mar.  18,  *39 


M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly, 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Clown  Princess  (10) Apr.  15,  *39 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29,  *39 

Dog  Daze  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Mar.  11,  *39 

Joy  Scouts  (10)  June  24 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec,  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  SeHes) 
Angel  of  Mercy  (10)  ...  .May  20,  *39 
Giant  of  Nonvay  (11)  Sepia.  June  24 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
Stor>'  That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed 

(11)  July  22 

The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10).  Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 


(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Culinary  Carving  (9)  July  1 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

?^^Heroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Marine  Circus  (9) Mar,  11,  *39 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) May  20,  *39 

Weather  Wizards  (9) Apr.  8,  *39 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 
An  Hour  for  Lunch  (9) ..  Mar.  18,  *39 

Dark  Magic  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (9)  May  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28,  *39 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Musical  Mountaineers  (7)  . May  12, ’39 

Mv  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Piidgv  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Rhythm  on  the  Reservation 

(7)  July  7 

So  Does  an  Antomobile  (7).. Mar.  31 
Tile  Seared  Crows  (7)  . . . . June  9, ’39 

Y’ip  Yip  Y’ippy  (7) Aug.  11 

COl.OR  CUASSICS 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Barnyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

COl.OR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Clneeolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Deo.  2 

.lamaioa  (10)  May  26 

Uand  of  Inca  Memories  (10) . .Jan.  27 
Republic  of  Panama  (9) . . . .Mar.  24 
HEADl.INER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) ,lan.  6,  ’39 

The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

l.awrenee  lYalk  (10)  Mar.  3 

Uawrence  Walk  and  hl.s  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dee.  2 

Music  Through  the  Years 

(It)  Feh.  3,  ’39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 
Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  May  5, ’39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10) ..  .lime  2, ’39 
Richard  HImher  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Queen 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra.  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  V'ienna  (10) June  23 

Fisherman’s  Pluck  (10) . .Apr.  14, ’39 
Oh  Say,  Can  Yon  Ski?  (10).. Dee.  16 

Swans  (10)  May  10,  ’39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feh.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAI, 

No.  5(9)  Dee.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
(be  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6(10)  ,lan.  6. ’39 

Groat  Brlfaln's  Kenya  Coionv. 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Ma  tinoe. 

No.  7(101  Feb.  3. '39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 


plumed  birds  and  ail  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7, ’.39 


Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fasliions. 


No.  10  (11)  Mays, ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  tho 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2,  ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  Jnlyl4 

POPE YE  CARTOONS 
©AInddin  and  His  Wonderful 

Lamp  (22)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’39 

Hello,  How  Am  I?  (7)  .July  14 

It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28, ’39 

Leave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

IVotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clneeolor) 

No,  2 (11)  Nov,  4 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6, ’.39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5 (11)  May  12, ’.39 

No.  6 (11)  Ang.  4 

granti.and  rice  sport- 

I.IGHTS 

Death  Valley  Tlirills  (10)  . .June  9,  ’.39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’39 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hi  jinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Yonr  Brcatli  (10) Feh.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  traclr 
meet. 


The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 

Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 

UNUSUAl,  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feh.  3, ’39 

No.  5 (10)  Apr.  14, ’.39 

No.  0 (Clneeolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16, ’39 


RKO  Radio 


DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Beach  Picnic  (8) June  9, ’.39 

Donald's  Cousin  Giis  (7) .. Ma.v  19, ’39 
Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . ..Tan.  13, ’.39 

Ferdinand  the  Bnil  (8) Nov.  25 

Goof.v  and  Wilbur  (8) Mar.  17 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Deo.  23 

Practical  Pig  (8)  Feb.  24,  ’39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Societ.v  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  .3, ’,39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pinto  does 
not  win. 

The  Pointer  (8)  July  21 

O'l'he  Hocke.v  Champ  (7) ..  Apr.  7, ’.39 
The  Ugl.y  Duckling  (9) Apr.  7 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  <'<iMir(»IC' 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec,  2 

Baby  Daze  (15) May  19, ’.39 

Clock  Wise  (16)  Mar.  24 

Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Feathered  Pests  (16)  July  28 

.Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 


Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 
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HiDADLlNBR  COMEDIES  | 

Romancing:  Along  (31) Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 
Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24, '39 

IJ50N  ERROE  C03IEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, '39 

Hrrol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 

his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10,  '39 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  6, '39 

Ring  Madness  (19) June  30, '39 

31ARCH  OF  TIBIE 

I^^No.  5 (18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20, '39 

Tlip  .'<tate  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

I'oLing  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
rrlsl.s. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17, '39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14,  '39 

Jaiian;  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Dixie — The  nation’s  number  one 
.troldeni. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

NC-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12,  '39 
Ea.st  & Dumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
zee  .‘tister.s,  Gilrone  & Starr, 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mlda  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14,  '39 

George  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys. 
Frieda  Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17, ’.39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra. 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, '39 

The  Rimacs,  Roslta  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-Gone  (10)  Apr.  21,  '39 

Marriage-Go-Round  (18) July  28 

Piiiiiil)  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  cause.s 
considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21,  '39 

"The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  '39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16,  '39 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec.  30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, '39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .May  19,  '39 
The  golfers  show  how  it’s  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Doc.10 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, '39 
Ranch  House  Romeo  (17) . . . . Apr.  7 
REELISM8  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3, ’.39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9) . . .Apr.  7,  ’39 

Swlnguet  (8)  May  26,  ’39 

Television  (9)  May  5, ’39 

AVorld  of  Tomorrow  (9) June  23 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

Five  Times  Five  (19) July  21 

Tlie  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 

20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OP  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Dally  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6,  *39 


Sand  Hogs  (10) May  12 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Hunting  Dogs  (11) Mar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseb^l  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  May  12 

t^liooting  lor  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  June  23 

FASHIONS 

@F’ashiou  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31, ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..)..  July  7 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

M lull  Ever.v  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELl.  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CA  RPET 

Good  Neighbors  (..)  May  26 

Isle  of  I’leasiire  (11) Feb.  3, ’39 

M.vstic  Siam  (10) Mar.  17,  ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....June  9 
\ iking  Trail  (10) F’eb.  17,  ’39 

TEltRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  ( . . ) June  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  June  30 

Barnyard  Baseball  (7)  July  14 

Barnyard  Egg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  May  6 

Frozen  Feet  (7) I’eb.  24 

g)Gand.v  Goose  In  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gand.v  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (7)  Mar.  10 

Gand.v  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

(7)  Dex;.  30 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  May  19 

(iiNutt.v  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  'Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

The  Cuckoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

Their  Last  Bean  (7)  April  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)  July  28 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13, ’39 

The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

©The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Universal 

CARTUNE 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  67  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60(10)  Feb.  20, ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  1.3 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10, ’39 

No.  63  (9)  May  16,  ’.39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26,  ’39 

No.  66  (9)  July  17 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 
Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  16 

Gur  Van,  Minor  & Root,  Three 

Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 
Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18) ...  .July  12, ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr.  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Pharmacy  Follies  (18) . . . . May  17,’,39 
Three  Playboys,  Frazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gilrone 
* Starr. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 
Roche,  Toy  & Wing.  Lillian  Roth, 
Pied  Pipers,  The  Philharmonicas. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  16 

WALTER  HANTZ  CARTUNE.S 
Arabs  With  Dirty  Fezzes 


(..)  July  31 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Mola  Land  (7)  .May  29, ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30, ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7)  . . . .Apr.  10,  ’39 
Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec,  26 

Magic  Beans  (7)  Feb.  13 

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7)  ..  .May  8, ’39 
’The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  67  (9)  Dec.  6 

No.  68  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  69  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61(9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62  (9)  May  1,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  June  6,  ’39 

No,  64  July  3 

No.  65  (9)  ..Aug.  7 

TWO  REEL  SPECIAL 

March  of  Freedom  (21) June  7 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  (..)  Mai.  26 

A Swing  Opera  ( . . ) July  22,  ’39 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Broadway  Buckaroo  (20)  June  3,  ’39 

Hats  and  Dugs  (20) Dec.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Projection  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Sophomore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  1.3, ’.39 

Wardrobe  Girl  ( . . ) June  17,  ’39 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Fob.  26 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  4. Apr.  22,’30 
Slechanix  Illustrated  No.  5 

( . . ) June  10,  ’39 

Modern  Methods  (..)... July  16,  ’39 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  8 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Mar.  26, ’39 
LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

It’s  an  III  IVind  (7) Jan.  28 

Polar  Pals  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

Porky  and  Teablscuit  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  6 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  11 

Porky’s  Picnic  ( . . ) July  15,  ’39 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  l.one  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13, ’.39 

Scalp  Trouble  ( . . ) June  24,  ’39 

Wise  Quack  ( . . ) Aug.  6,  ’39 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21,  '39 

Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7, '39 
Clyde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

(..)  Apr.  8 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..)..  Dec.  3 

Jerr.v  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Larry  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  May  20,  ’39 

Leith  Stevens  & Orch. 

(..) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  & Orch  (..)... July  1,  ’39 
Russ  Morgan  & Drcnesira 

(11)  Feb.  25 

IVill  Osborne  & Orch. 

(•■) July  22,  '39 


MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Stri|>es  Forever  (7)  .Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..).. June  3,  ’39 

coiiiii.  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  and  the  Dhiosaur 

(T')  Apr.  22, ’39 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Dangerous  Dan  McFoo 

<■•) July  15,  ’39 

Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldru.sh  Daze  (7)  Feb.  28 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) Jan.  28,  ’39 

Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  ..May  20, ’39 

Old  Glory  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  26 

Robinhood  JMakes  Good  (7)... Feb.  11 

Snow  Man’s  Land  (..).. July  29,  ’39 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs  (7)  .May  6,  39 

TECHNICOLOR 

Bill  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12,  ’39 

^Liiicolu  lu  tile  White  Douse 

(21)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Quiet  Please  ( . . ) July  1,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19)  . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

Swingtime  In  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  '39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 

roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 

Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech, 
The  Master’s  Touch  (10)  . . . .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
Crawfords  at  Home  ( . . ) . .Apr.  16,  ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Tax  Trouble  (10) Mar.  18,  ’39 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

AVitness  Trouble  (..)... July  29,  ’39 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11)... Mar.  4 

Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Haunted  House  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  ( . . ) July  7,  ’39 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) ..  .Jan.  7, ’.39 
Three-Minute  Fuse  (..).July  29,  ’39 
Treacherous  Waters  (12)  . . . .Dec.  10 
Voodoo  Fires  (11)  May  6 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  88,  '39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig.  Richard  FIske. 

Mandrake  the  Magician . . . May  6,  ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate's  treasure  on  an  adventurer's 
island. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

12  Chapters  June  10 ’39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men  Sept.  2 

15  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd,  Irving 
Pichel,  Ted  Pearson,  Phylis  Isley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. Feb.  25,  *39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr,  11,  *39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ...  .July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr.,  Frizzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17,  *39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall.  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
jr. 
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1 FEBRUARY  18 

FEBRUARY  25 

MARCH  4 

MARCH  11 

MARCH  18 

^1 

MARCH  25 

^ Action  Drama  9029 
My  Son  Is  a Criminal 
(59) 

Alan  Baxter 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Mar.  18 

|28|  Drama  9007 

Let  Ds  Live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 

R — Feb.  18 

|T|  Comedy  9009 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss 
(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R — Mar.  4 

lie]  Western  9213 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (56) 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

R — Apr.  15 

^ Action  Drama  9i 
Wiiispering  Enemies  (i 
J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

|3o|  Outdoor  Drama 

Romance  of  Redwoods 
C.  Blckford-J.  Parker 

Comedy  924 

Fast  and  I,oose  (79) 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Drama  With  Music  926 

Let  Freedom  Ring  (85) 
Nelson  Eddy 

Virginia  Bruce 

R — Feb.  26 

[si  Comedy  980 

^Pygmalion  (87) 

Leslie  Howard 

Wendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

[i^  925 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (82) 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Mar.  11 

IItI  Melodrama  928 

Within  the  Law  (65) 
Ruth  Hussey-Paul  Kelly 
R — Mar.  18 

^ Action  Drama  9 

Sergeant  Madden  (80) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

R — Mar.  26 

g Action  Drama  3822 

Star  Reporter  (62) 

W.  Hull-Marsha  Hunt 

R — Feb.  26 

IT)  Western  3863 

Rolling:  Westward  (57) 
Tex  Ritter 

R— Apr.  1 

U]  Action  Drama  3809 

Mystery  Plane  (60) 

(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 

John  Trent  R — Mar.  4 
U]  Melodrama  3806 

Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong 
(67)  R— Mar.  18 

Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

Western  38; 

Trigger  Smith  (59) 

Jack  Randall 

R — May  13 

Comedy  8824 

Boy  Troable  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R — Feb.  4 

[24')  Western  3867 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

W.  Boyd  R — Oct.  29 

^ Drama  3826 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(75) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Brlkson 

R— Feb.  11 

[si  Drama  3826 

Cafe  Society  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Feb.  11 

[lo]  Comedy  3863 

Beachcomber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Laughton 

Elsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

1^  Melodrama  3827 

King  of  Chinatown  (67) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

R — Mar.  11 

g Comedy  Drama  381' 
Midnight  (93) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Don  Ameche 

R^ — Mar.  11  j 

[i^  Melodrama  823 

Forged  Passport  (64) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Rang 

R— Feb.  11 

[e]  Melodrama  824 

1 Was  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Feb.  26 

1^  Western  863 

Rough  Riders  Roundup 
(58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

R — Mar.  25 

Comedy  8]1 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (6e! 
Higeins  Family 

R — Mar.  11 

Action  Drama  9U 

<^Gnnga  Din  (117) 
Fairbanks  jr.-C.  Grant 

R — Feb.  4 

^ Drama  Belssne 

Lost  Patrol  (73) 

Victor  McLag'en 

|24|  Comedy  916 

Beauty  for  the  A.sking(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Drama  Reissue 

Star  of  Midnight  (90) 

G.  Rogers-Wm.  Powell 

[3]  Action  Drama  917 

12  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
Richard  Dlx 

Lucille  Ball 

R — Feb.  18 

|lo|  Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back 
(64) 

Geo.  Sanders-W.  Barrie 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Western  98' 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (57) 
Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Mar.  11 

Rom.  Com.  Drama  927 

The  Three  Musketeers 
(72) 

Rltz  Bros.-Don  Ameche- 
Blnnie  Barnes 

R — Feb.  11 

p4]  Action  Drama  931 

Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Barl-G.  Williams 

R — Nov.  19 

[3]  Comedy  930 

Wife,  Husband  and 

Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

R — Feb.  18 

Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Oct.  22 

[i^  Com.  with  Music  932 
0LittIe  Princess  (93) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

R— Feb.  25 

^ Comedy  Drama  93  j 
Everybody’s  Baby  (62)  I 
Jones  Family  1 

R — Dec.  3 i 

1, 

t 

i 

[itI  Action  Drama 

King  of  the  Turf  (87) 
Adolphe  Menjou 

Dolores  Costello 

R— Feb.  18 

[sl  Outdoor  Drama 

Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R — Feb.  11 

[is]  Drama 

Prison  Witliout  Bars 
(79) 

Edna  Best 

Corinne  Luchaire 

R— Feb.  25 

! 

[itI  Comedy  3006 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  (76) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

R — Feb.  26 

Drama  3024 

Society  Smugglers  (70) 
(For.  Key  Woman) 

Preston  Foster 

Irene  Hervey 

R — Mar.  11 

in  Melodrama  3029 

Risky  Business  (78) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

R — Mar.  11 

[io|  Drama  3014 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

[l^  Melodrama  3037 

Mystery  of  the  White 
Room  (58) 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack 

R — Apr.  1 

^ Com.  with  Music  3001: 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  (87) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

R — Mar.  25 

^ Com.  Drama  FN372 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granvllle-J.  LItel 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Comedy  FN387 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (86) 

Priscilla  Lane 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R— Feb.  11 

m Action  Drama  WB320 
Secret  Service  of  the 

Air  (61) 

Ronald  Reagan 

John  LItel 

R — Feb.  11 

[ll|  Outd'r  Drama  WB308 
Oklalioiiia  Kid  (80) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Mar.  18 

[lil  Action  Drama  WB321 
Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

R.  Towne  R — Feb.  18 

[25[  Action  Drama  FN361I 
Blackweirs  Island  (71)  ■ 
J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 

R — Mar.  4 

1 

1 

1 

r 
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SEPTEMBER.  1939 

OCTOBER,  1939 

NOVEMBER,  1939 
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24  25  26  27  28  20  30 

S M T W T F 8 

1 2 3 4 6 6 7 

8 0 10  11  12  13  14 

15  16  17  18  19  20  21 
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29  30  81 

S M T W T F 8 
12  3 4 
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26  27  38  29  30 

APRIL  1 

APRIL  8 

APRIL  15 

APRIL  22 

APRIL  29 

MAY  6 1 

1 Action  Drama  9205 
rth  of  Yukon  (64) 

IS.  Starrett 

Winters 
-July  8 

|~3~|  Comedy  9013 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (65) 
Fay  Bainter-Ida  Luplno- 
Lee  Bowman 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama  9030 

First  Offenders  (61) 
Walter  Abel 

Beverly  Roberts 

R— Mar.  11 

He]  Western  9214 

Law  Comes  to  Texas 
(57) 

Bill  Elliott 

R— May  27 

HU  Western  9206 

Spoilers  of  the  Range  (58) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

R — June  10 

[Y]  Drama  9031 

Outside  These  Walls  (61) 

D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 

R — June  3 

' 

1 Drama  930 

ftlety  l,a«yer  (78) 
f Bruce-Walter  Pidgeon 
f|-Apr.  1 

i 

1 

p7]  Drama  with  Music  93J 

Broadway  Serenade  (113) 
J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 

R — Apr.  8 

Rom.  Comedy  929 
liid  From  Texas  (70) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R — Apr.  8 

Comedy  934 

Tile  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 

R — Apr.  22 

HU  Drama  932 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 

R— Apr.  29 

[s]  Comedy  933 

Lucky  Night  (82) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 

R — May  6 

' 

Melodrama  3824 

Undercover  Ag:ent  (56) 
Russell  Gleason 

Shirley  Deane 

[l^  Drama  3802 

Streets  of  New  Vork  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R — Apr.  16 

HU  Melodrama  3829 

Wanted  by  Scotland 

Yard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 

Betty  Lynne 

R — Apr.  29 

fn  Action  Drama  3820 
Boys  Reformatory  (61) 
FTankie  Darro 

R — May  6 

1 Comedy  3829 

Qden  Money  (62) 

* Ruggrles-M.  Rambeau 
IpMar.  25 

1'  Western  3858 

|ver  on  the  Sage  (68) 

In.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 
l||-Feb.  18 

pf]  Comedy  3830 

I’m  From  Missouri  (77) 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 

R — Mar,  25 

1^  Comedy  - Music  3832 

Never  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 
R— Mar.  11 

Melodrama  3831 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Secret  Police  (55) 

J.  Howard  R — Apr.  8 

HU  Drama  3833 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 

(85) 

Wallace  Ford-Aline  Mc- 
Mahon-Patricia  Ellis 

R — Apr.  15 

HU  Comedy  Drama  3834 
The  Lady’s  From  Ken- 
tucky (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 
R— Apr.  15 

[s]  Outdoor  Drama  3835 
OCnlon  Pacific  (137) 

Barbara  Stanwyck 

Joel  McCrea 

R — May  6 

J 

ll  Western  843 

(xicali  Hose  (58) 
me  Autry 
jliley  Burnette 
l-Apr.  1 

J 

|l^  Western  865 

Night  Riders  (58) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Apr.  8 

HU  Western  854 

Frontier  Pony  Express 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

R — Apr.  16 

HU  Action  Drama  811 
Street  of  Missing  Men 
(65) 

Chas.  Blckford-H.  Carey 
R— Apr.  29 

rm  Western  844 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 
Gene  Autry-June  Storey 

R — May  6 

1 Drama  920 

trnost  a Gentleman  (65) 
f ElUson-H.  Wood 

Tl-Mar.  11 

Comedy  Drama  916 
l.ove  Affair  (87) 

Irene  Dunne-Chas.  Boyer 
R — Mar.  18 

py]  Blog.  Drama  919 
Flying  Irishman  (73) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

R— Mar.  11 

Action  Drama  920 
They  Made  Her  a Spy 
(67) 

Sally  Eilers-Allan  Lane 

R — Mar.  25 

IgU  Action  Drama  922 
Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 
R — Apr.  29 

HU  Melodrama  923 

Roolde  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt:  R-Apr.  29 

HU  Musical  838 

Story  of  Vernon  t.nd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astaire-G.  Rogers 

R — Mar.  18 

rU]  Comedy  Drama  924 
Sorority  House  (63) 

Anne  Shirley-J.  Ellison 

R — Apr.  22 

1 Melodrama  936 

iind  of  the  Ba.sker- 
/illes  (80) 

Greene-W.  Barrie 
Rathbone 
j-Apr.  1 

Melodrama  937 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 
Island  (64) 

Peter  Lorre 

Jean  Hersholt 

Amanda  Duff 

R— Mar.  18 

Drama  938 

Story  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  (97) 

Don  Anieche-Loretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 

R — Apr.  8 

|2i|  Comedy  Drama  939 

Winner  Take  AU  (61) 
Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 

R — Feb.  25 

HU  Melodrama  946 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (76) 

G.  Harker-Mikl  Hood 

R — Apr.  22 

HU  Outdoor  Drama  940 

Keturn  of  the  Cisco  Kid 
(71)  R — Apr.  29 

Warner  Baxter 

Lynn  Barl-Henry  Hull 

HU  Musical  8012 

Climbing  High  (71) 

J.  Matthews;  R-Apr.22 

[Y]  Action  Drama  941 

Chasing  Hanger  (60) 

Preston  Foster 

Lynn  Bari 

R — Jan.  7 

pf]  Drama 

O'Vuthcring  Heights 

(103) 

Merle  Oberon 

Laurence  Olivier 

R — Apr.  1 

HU  Comedy 

Zenobia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Billle  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 

R — Mar.  18 

1 Comedy  3020 

|mily  Next  Door  (63) 
^gh  Herbert 
[y  Hodges 
|-Apr.  15 

[Y]  Comedy-Music  3006 
Fast  Side  of  Heaven 
(88) 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 

R— Apr.  15 

HU  Action  Drama  3019 
Code  of  the  Streets  (70) 
Harry  Carey 

Frankie  Thomas 

Juanita  Quigley 

R — Jan.  28 

HU  Action  Drama  3018 
Big  Town  Cmr  (66) 
Barton  MacLane 

Eve  Arden 

R — Apr.  22 

[28[  Comedy  Drama  3030 
F^r  liove  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Apr.  22 

Melodrama  WB323 

1 Trial  (62) 
hn  Litel 
irgaret  Lindsay 
-Mar.  25 

Outd'r  Drama  \VB304 

ijpUodee  City  (104) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Apr.  8 

[l^  Melodrama  WB316 
Women  in  the  Wind  (65) 
Kay  Francis 

Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 

1^  Drama  FN354 

Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 

HU  Comedy  FN373 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 

R — Apr.  22 

Action  Drama  FN353  1 

Confessions  of  a Nazi  1 

Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson  I 

Lya  Lys  I 

R — Apr.  29 
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I MAY  13 

MAY  20 

MAY  27 

JUNE  3 

JUNE  10 

' 

JUNE  17 

1 mi  Action  Drama  9016 

1 Itlind  Alley  (71) 

1 0.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 

1 R — Apr.  29 

^ Action  Drama  9001 
Only  Angels  Have 

Wings  (122)  R-May  20 
C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 

1^  Action  Drama  9027 
Missing  Daughters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 

[Y]  Action  Drama  9024 
Trapped  in  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 

R— Feb.  18 

[Tl  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 

[isl  Comedy  li 

Awful  Truth  (92)  relsi 
Irene  Dunne 

[is]  Western  9S 

Western  Caravans  (51 
c.  Starrett-l.  Meredith 
R — July  1 

1 Drama  301 

1 Kxiie  Express  (70) 

1 Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 

1 R — Feb.  18 

1 IjU  Western  AVI-19 

1 Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 

1 Tex  Fletcher-J.  Barclay 

1 R — Feb.  18 

1^  Action  Drama  314 
Panama  Patrol  (69) 

Leon  Ames 

Charlotte  Wynters 

R — Feb.  25 

^ Western  Wl-3 

Silling  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

1 Action  Drama  933 

1 Tell  No  Tales  (69) 

1 Melvyn  Douglas 

1 Louise  Platt 

1 R — May  20 

[l9|  Comedy  936 

It’s  a Wonderful  World 

(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stewart 

R — May  13 

^ Comedy  937 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Young- Annabella 

R — May  27 

[~^  Melodrama  938 

6,000  Eneniies  (61) 

Walter  Pidgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

[l^  Action  Drama  fl 

Tar/aii  Finds  a Son!  (81 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O’Sullivan 
.... . ^ 

[is]  Western  3864 

Down  the  Wyoming 

Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — June  17 

^ Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  CaU  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 

R— May  27 

[i]  Western  3855 

Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  3 

[l^  Melodrama  3823 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 

i 

[12I  Drama  3836 
Hotel  Iniirerial  (80) 

I.  Mlranda-R.  Mllland 
R — Apr.  22 


lii]  Musical  3837 

Some  Dike  It  Hot  (65) 
Bob  Hope-Shlrley  Rosa 
Gene  Krupa 
R — May  13 


|26j  Dr^arna 

rnmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 
R— May  27 

^ Drama  3864 

Stolen  Life  (90) 

E.  Bergrner-M.  Redgrave 
R — Apr.  29 


[T|  Comedy  3839 

Graeie  Allen  Murder  Cas^* 

(75) 

Gracie  Allen 
Warren  William 
R — May  13 


Action  Drama  3840 
i’ndereover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J  C.  Naish 
R — May  27 


|l^  Drama  38:, 

ln\itntioii  to  Huppiiiev 

(99) 

I.  Dunne-P.  MacMurra 
R — May  20 


Western  866 
Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 
R — June  24 


[isl  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 

Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dlx-G.  Patrick 
R — Apr.  15 

[is]  Western  856 
Southward  Ho!  (58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 
R — June  17 


^ Drama  812 

The  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 
R— May  27 


UJ  Action  Drama  813 
S.  O.  S.  Tidul  \Va\e  (60) 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 
R — June  3 


[g]  Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Hurnette 
R— July  8 


[iil  Melodrama  925 

Panania  Lady  (65) 

L.  Ball-A.  Lane 

R — May  13 

^ Western  984 

Racketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien:  R — May  20 

[~^  Comedy  928 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71) 
Lupe  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

Melodrama  9i 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62 
(For.  The  Dove)  j 

S.  Duna-L.  Carrillo  ^ 

F< — June  10  i 

« 

fl^  Musical  942 

Rose  of  Washington 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 

Tyrone  Power 

A1  Jolson 

R — May  13 

Comedy  943 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  Withers-A.  Whelan 

R — May  13 

1^  Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Gorilla  (66) 

Ritz  Bros. 

R — May  2 7 

1"^  Comedy  Drama  946 

Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
W0041  (60) 

Jed  Prouty 

Shirley  Deane 

R — May  27 

1^  Drama  947 

QYoung  Mr.  Lincoln 

(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

1 

[l^  Melodrama  9-] 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno  ! 

(71)  j 

S.  Toler-Phyllis  Brooksj 
R — June  3 | 

^ Action  Drama 
C'aptain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen^June 
Lang-Brian  Aherne 

R— May  13 

« 

[io]  Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Champ  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 

R — May  20 

^ Action  Drama  3040 
The.v  Asked  f<ir  It  (61) 
B.  I.undigan-J.  Hodges 
R— July  8 

[n  Action  Drama  3040 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

[Y|  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Lombard 

|~9~|  Drama  3009 

'Mie  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  P^airbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

jjl]  Action  Drama  W'B322 
Torcliy  Runs  for  Mayor 
(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — April  1 

|20|  Action  Drama  FN364 
You  Can’t  Get  Away 
With  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Action  Drama  FN374 
(’o4le  of  the  vSecret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 

R — May  13 

Comedy  Drama  FN375 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewin 

R — April  8 

Hist.  Drama  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

Com.  M-Drama  WBJt 
Nanc.v  Drew,  Trouble ' 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 
.John  Litel 

R— July  15 

Comedy  Astor 

Gay  Nineties  (64) 

Western  Astor 

Tumbleweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 

Musical  Astoj 

Everything  Is  Rhythm 

(60) 

Harry  Roy-Princess  Pei 

iL 
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CURRENT  RELEASES 


' JUNE  24 

JULY  1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22 

JULY  29  1 

||  Action  Drama  9013 

[uuds  Over  Europe  (79) 
I’orm.  “Q”  Planes) 
Ollvler-V.  Hobson 
i|j — June  10 

1 

1^  Drama  9033 

Parents  on  Trial  (67) 
Parker-Downs;  R-July  8 

1^  Comedy  9005 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73):  R-June  24 

J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 

Western  9208 

Man  From  Sundown  (59) 
Starrett- Meredith 

Drama  9025 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 
Hudson-Kruger;  R-July  8 

g Comedy  9010 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

■ (68) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  22 

in]  Action  Drama 

Behind  Prison  Gates  ( . • ) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

1 

I uai. 

; ’Dply  , 

) 

Ij]  Comedy  940 

jaisle  (74) 
inn  Sothern 
lobert  Young 

I; — June  17 

g Drama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R— July  1 

|Y|  Drama  943 

On  Borrowed  Time  (99) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

R— July  8 

[ii]  Drama  943 

They  All  Come  Out  (70) 
Rita  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

R— July  8 

|2i]  Comedy  944 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (87) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — July  15 

g Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

1 

pj]  Action  Drama  3814 
St^unt  PUot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— July  8 

Western  3865 

Man  FYom  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Ritter 

^ Mystery  3807 

Mr.  Wong  In  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R— July  22 

^ Melodrama  3842 

jrand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 

1 Howard-G.  Patrick 
" — May  20 

1^  Western  3843 

jerltage  of  Desert  (73) 
i Woods-E.  Venable 
li — Mar,  26 

[30|  Melodrama  3844 

Bulldog  Druiuniond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — June  24 

Musical  3845 

Man  About  'I'owii  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R — July  16 

|2i]  Action  Drama  3847 

Magnificent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamirotf-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

R — July  1 

g Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (64) 
Anna  May  Wong 

R— July  29 

^ Western  856 

1 Old  Caliente  (57) 
oy  Royers;  R-July  15 

Western  867 

il'yomingr  Outlaw  (52) 
hree  Mesquiteers 
‘ — Jul^  15 

[y|  Drama  814 

>nckey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryar 
R — July  1 

[l^  Musical  Comedy  815 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 

R — July  1 

|26]  Comedy  816 

Should  Husbands  Work? 

(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R— July  22 

^ Drama  927 

ive  Came  Back  (76) 
hester  Morris 
/endy  Barrie 
— June  10 

Mystery  Drama  929 
Saint  in  London  (70) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 

Western  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

Melodrama  930 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edw.  Ellis 

R— July  1 

[l4|  Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron(79)reissu6 
Joel  McCrea-Richard  Dix 

Musical  947 

Way  Down  South  (62) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R — July  22 

g Melodrama  931 

Si>ellbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 
R— July  15 

1 

J Com.  Drama  954 

rsaniiah  of  the  Moun- 
ties  (78) 
lirley  Temple 
andolph  Scott 
— June  17 

Comedy  Drama  950 
It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

[t]  Melodrama  952 

.Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 

K_Nov,  19 

Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Power 

R— July  8 

Action  Drama  953 
News  Is  Made  at  Night(71) 
P.  Foster-L.  Bari 

R— July  8 

^ Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
R— July  29 

g Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

R— July  29 

1^  Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

R— July  22 

1 

Melodrama  3038 

House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 

Irene  Hervey 

R— May  20 

Drama  3031 

Forgotten  Woman  (63) 
Sigrid  Gurie-Don.  Briggs 
R— July  8 

lii]  Comedy 

Unexijected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mlscha  Auer 
R — July  22 

Drama 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 
George  Raft-C.  Trevor 

R— July  22 

Action  Drama  FN363 
id  Fniui  Kokomo  (92) 
IfcVayne  Morris 
jan  Blondell 
4 — May  27 


\T]  Com. -Music  UT5311 
Naiifflity  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 
Dick  Powell 
R — June  10 


Action  Drama  AVB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 
Margaret  Lindsay 
R — June  24 


[15]  Action  Drama  WB325 
Waterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 
Gloria  Dickson 
R— July  1 


Drama  FN360 
Daughters  Courageous 

(107) 

Lane  Sisters 
John  Garfield 
R — June  24 


Comedy  rN366 
Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 
Gloria  Dickson 
R— July  8 


|3|  Melodrama  Astor 
p67  (65) 

Ilian  Hale 


1^  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery-M.  Love 
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1 AUGUST  5 

AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26 

SEPTEMBER  2 

SEPTEMBER  9 I 

ISi]  Action  Drama 

Coast  Guard  ( . . ) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

in  Drama 

Hidden  Pow'er  (59) 

Jack  Holt-G.  Michael 

R — May  27 

|l^  Melodrama 

Man  They  Couldn’t 

Hang  ( . . ) 

Boris  Karloff 

^ Comedy  Drama 

rive  Little  Peppers  ( . . ) 
Edith  Fellows 

Drama 

Golden  Boy  ( . . ) 

Barbara  Stanwyck 
Adolphe  Menjou 

William  Holden 

|3^  Wild  Horse  Picture 

Konga  ( . . ) 

i 

n Drama  946 

Miracles  for  Sale  (..) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

[n]  Drama  947 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  ( . . ) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

Comedy  Drama  948 

These  Glamour  Girls  ( . . ) 
Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 

1^  Comedy  Fantasy  949 

Wizard  of  Oz  ( . . ) 

Judy  Garland 

Frank  Morgan 

n Comedy  Drama 

The  Women  ( . . ) 

Norma  Shearer 

Joan  Crawford 

Rosalind  Russell 

pn  Musical  Comedy  3825 

Girl  From  Rio  ( . . ) 
Movita-Warren  Hull 

fg]  Western  3866 

Riders  of  Frontier  ( . . ) 
Tex  Ritter 

^ Western  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  ( . . ) 
Jack  Randall 
g Melodrama  3826 

Irish  Luck  (..) 

F.  Darro-D.  Purcell 

[~^  Action  Drama  3815 
Sky  Patrol  (..)  ; 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

n Comedy 

Nightwork  ( . . ) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

[n]  Comedy  Drama 

Our  Leading:  Citizen  (..) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

[is]  Melodrama  3865 

Tlus  Man  Is  News  (75) 
Barry  K.  Barnes 

V.  Hobson  R — July  29 

[isl  Western  3859 

Renegade  Trail  (58) 
William  Boyd 

R.  Hayden  R — July  29 

1^  Musical  Comjedy 

Star  Slaker  ( . . ) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

|T]  Melodrama 

Death  of  a Champion 
(..) 

L.  Overman-R.  Paige 

[s]  Drama 

World  on  Parade  ( . . ) 

W.  Henry-J.  Barrett 

|3ll  Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  ( . . ) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

|n]  Western  868 

New  Frontiers  ( . . ) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

|i^  Western  847 

In  Old  Monterey  (70) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — July  29 

^ Drama 

Smugglwl  Cargo  (..) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Barry  MacKay 

[^  Drama 

Flight  at  Midnight  ( . . ) 

P.  Regan-J.  Parker 

n Comedy  938 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

[ll]  Western  938 

Bad  Lands  (65) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  Jr. 

R— July  29 

Western 

Along  the  Rio  Grande 
(..) 

George  O’Brien 

[ij  Musical 

Everything’s  on  Ice  ( . . ) 
Irene  Dare 

[T|  Comedy  001 

Elsa  Maxyvell’s  Hotel  for 
Women  (82) 

Ann  Sothern 

James  Ellison 

R— July  29 

[ill  Comedy  002 

Chicken  Wagon  Family 
(..) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

Drama  003 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 
Spencer  Tracy 

Nancy  Kelly-R.  Greene 

1^  Comedy  004 

f)uiek  >Ullions  ( . . ) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Byington 

Mystery  005 

Adventures  of  Sherloek 
Holmes  (..) 

B.  Rathbone-I.  Lupino 

Melodrama  006 

Charlie  Chan  at  Trea- 
sure Island  ( . . ) 

S.  Toler-P.  Moore 

Pn  Drama 

Four  Feathers  (109) 

Ralph  Richardson 

June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

[li]  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — July  8 

|i^  Drama. 

They  Shall  Have  Music 
(120) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 

J.  Heifetz;  R-July  15 

[il]  Drama 

Modern  Cinderella  (..) 
Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

1^  Comedy  with  Music 

First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

[ij  Comedy  Drama 

linderpup  ( . . ) 

Gloria  Jean-Ernest 
Truex-Nan  Grey 
[ij  Outdoor  Drama 
Mutiny  on  the  Black 
Hawk  (..)  R — June  24 

R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 

1*8]  Drama  I 

Ba<l  Company  (..) 

Jackie  Cooper  i 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

Western 

Desperate  Trails  ( . . ) 

John  Mack  Brown 

Bob  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 

[5]  Melodrama  \VB315 
Indianapolis  Speedway 
(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 
Pat  O’Brien 
R — July  15 


[i^  Com.  Drama  \VB326 
Torchy  Plays  With 
Dynamite  ( . . ) 

J.  Wyman-A.  Jenkins 


[1^  Drama  FN356 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 
Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 
R— July  22 


[is]  Comedy  FNJIG 

Hobby  Family,  Tiie  ( . . ) 
Irene  Rich-Henry  O’Neil 
1^  Drama  FN3G7 

Anjfels  Wash  Their 
Faces  ( . . ) 

Ann  Sheridan-R.  Reagan 
F.  Thomas 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


* Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatlna  4iou.ia 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request *  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

DO  YOU  NEED  EQUIPMENT,  BUT 
LACK  MONEY?  Use  new  easy  S.O.S.  time 
payment  plan — world’s  fairest  prices  on 
quality  theatre  equipment.  S.O.S,  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER"  sound  heads 
with  gyro-stablizer.  Amplifiers  with  cop- 
per oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  Dealers, 
Kansas  City  territory — STEBBINS,  1804 
Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NEW  EQUIPNffiNT 

BRANDT  COIN  CHANGERS,  250  watt 
rotary  convei'ters,  good  used  condition, 
$19.50  each.  Carbon  savers,  79c.  Ushers’ 
flashlights,  complete  with  batteries,  49c. 
Many  more  typical  values.  Write  for  bar- 
gain list.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp., 
New  York. 

BARGAINS!  — New  lOV  reflectors, 
$11.90 — “Servicing  Sound  Handbook,”  $1.00 
— Trouco  film  cement,  bottle,  22c:  pint, 
70c — Film  splicers,  $7.95.  Send  2c  stamp 
for  circulars,  blotters,  etc.  Save  from  25% 
to  40%  . WESLEY  TROUT,  Box  575,  Enid, 
Oklahoma. 


THEATRE  STIMULANTS 

STOP  buying  expensive  gadgets  to  con- 
duct giveaways.  Send  $1.00  for  complete 
information  covering  my  unique  plan  for 
giveaways.  Easy  to  use,  low  cost.  Avoid 
lottery  and  gambling  laws.  Get  rid  of 
stage  hands  and  extra  help.  Amount  given 
can  be  directed  where  it  will  bring  in  the 
patrons.  HAROLD  JACKSON.  3712  E. 
Douglas,  Wichita,  Kansas. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  roUs  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 

RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  'VI  4075. 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  Ciy,  Mo. 


BOOKS 

FREE — 'The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  <52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

FOR  SALE — Theatre  equipment,  taken 
on  mortgage.  Must  be  sold.  If  you  want 
bargain,  write  Otto  Wickersham,  Onaway, 
Michigan. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

MONEY  TALKS!  We  offer  silent  Multi- 
blade rotor  blowers — size  12",  $17.00;  size 
18",  $31.50;  size  24",  $52.50;  size  30", 
$125.00.  We  manufacture  all  sizes  of  wash- 
ers and  pad  systems.  Get  our  prices  before 
you  buy.  Peterson  “Freezem”  Mfg.  & Sales 
Co.,  Victor  4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

KEEP  COOL  WITH  A "ZEPHYR" 
BLOWER,  only  $119.50  for  650  seat  theatre. 
Other  sizes,  $39.50  up.  Grills,  diffusers, 
$8.00  up.  Immediate  shipment.  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

PETERSON  “FREEZEM  ” AIR  CONDI- 
TIONING  UNITS.  Evaporated  units  com- 
plete. Blower  motor.  Drives,  pump  and 
motor:  3500  CFM— $140.00:  5500  CFM— 
$230.00;  7000  CFM— $370.00:  9000  CFM— 
$390.00;  15,000  CFM— $500.00;  17,500  CFM 
— $600.00.  Buy  direct  from  factory,  save 
50%.  G.  A.  Peterson,  Peterson  “Freezem” 
Mfg.  & Sales  Co.,  316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 

LOOK  AT  THIS  CHAIR  VALUE!  950 
American  Seating,  ball-bearing,  9-ply  in- 
serted panel  backs,  squab  cushions.  En- 
tirely refinished,  $1.38  each.  Many  others. 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp  , New  York. 


THEATRE  BROKERS 


WE  RENT,  BUY  AND  SELL  THEATRES 
in  the  South.  Twenty  years’  experience. 
Ail  correspondence  confidential.  HOR- 
NEY’S,  Realtors.  Theatre  Dept.,  Wythe 
Theatre  Bldg.,  Wytheville,  Virginia. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE — Three  Missouri  theatres,  all 
paying.  Will  stand  investigation.  Six 
thousand  cash;  no  terms,  no  bargaining. 
B-1144.  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED  TO  LEASE  — Theatre  in 
southern  California  by  experienced  show- 
man. Also  interested  in  State  Rights  fea- 
ture. Air  mail — A.  L.  BROWN,  Box  44, 
Chehalis,  Wash. 

THEATRE  WANTED — By  capable  and 
financially  responsible  party.  Prefer  lease 
with  privilege  of  buying  later.  Morris 
Powers.  Corning,  Iowa. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

FORMER  GENERAL  MANAGER,  large 
independent  New  York  circuit,  seeks  op- 
portunity with  progressive  group  of  thea- 
tres where  years  of  experience  in  film  buy- 
ing and  theatre  operation  will  prove  ad- 
vantageous. Will  invest  in  worthwhile 
proposition.  B-1146,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

MANAGER — 23  years’  experience  in  ev- 
ery phase  of  theatre  operation  and  man- 
agement. Now  employed:  would  like  posi- 
tion with  future,  one  or  more  theatres. 
Steady,  dependable  and  sober.  Go  any- 
where. Age  36.  B-1145,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

POSITION  WANTED  — Manager;  14 
years’  experience.  Excellent  references, 
married,  sober,  capable.  B-1143.  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

MANAGER’S  OR  ASSISTANT  MANA- 
GER’S  position  wanted — Iowa,  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota  or  Nebraska.  Ten  years’  expe- 
rience. Character,  financial  references 
furnished.  B-1142,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER'*  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


lOc  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  loilowing  ad times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE"'  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


BOXOFHCE  ::  July  29,  1939 


• Addresf^  copy  to  BOXOFFICH,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  precedinc:  publication  date. 


EXHIBITORS 


conccnififliion  of  effo 
0 commoo  obofcii 


Competition  on  the  ihaterial  requirements  of  theatre  con- 
struction and  outfitting\s  perhaps  keener  today  than  ever 
before.  But  it's  a construcrive  competition  that  deserves  the 
encouragement  and  support  of  the  entire  theatre  industry. 
The  peculiar  fitness  of  a pro^ct  for  the  place  in  which  it 
is  to  be  used  now  takes  prece^nce  over  the  cut  price  at 
which  "something  else"  may  be  ^rchased.  Thanks  to  this 
new  form  of  competition,  theatre  owners  are  learning  to 


investigate  and  then  weigh  their  fh^dings  to  a finer  point 
of  discrimination  . . . Thus,  the  Principal  mission  of  The 
Modern  Theatre  Planning  InstiMe  is  being  realized.  Con- 
fidence in  competency  is  being  restored  through  the  serv- 
ice facilities  of  this  key  dep^tment  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
section  of  BOXOFFICE,  y^eiein  manufacturers,  architects, 
engineers  and  service  mfen  are  coordinating  their  efforts  on 
an  objective  common ^ all  concerned:  PUBLIC  APPROVAL. 


MANUFACTURERS 


ARCHITECTS 


ENGINEERS 


This  common  cause,  in  which  every  ^eatre  owner  must  be 
vitally  concerned,  will  again  be  for<?efully  expressed  to  our 
readers  in  the  next  forthcoming  i^ue  of  The  Modern  Thea- 
tre section  . . . The  editorial  theme  "THEATRE  PLANNING" 
will  cover  the  fundamental  ^ases  of  House  Appeal  from 
start  to  finish.  In  the  illustr^ve  advertisements  of  our  spon- 
sors, all  o-f  whom  are  mamibers  of  the 
Planning  Institute,  you  will  be  given 
an  unhurried  opportunity  to  study  and 


weigh  the  use  valuesNond  advantages  of  what  constructive 
competition  has  create^to  assure  the  final  public  approval 
of  your  new  theatre  . . \ As  usual,  the  editorial  contents 
of  this  issue  will  be  concis\^and  to  the  point — plain  state- 
ments of  fact  and  finding  to\irther  the  common  objective 
the  design  andXmaterial  specifications  for 
your  contemplated  new  building  or 
remodeling  pr^ect  will  be  formed  as 
a result  of  whaKvou  will  find 
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T.arndf  \ 


HEATWAVE/ 
HIT  WAVE/ 


Millions  of  dollars  worth  of  entertainment  for  your  hot-weather  screen! 
That’s  M-G'M’s  policy  again  this  summer!  It’s  the  policy  that  has  endeared 
Leo  the  Lion  to  his  exhibitor  customers  year  after  year.  While  “ANDY 
HARDY  GETS  SPRING  FEVER”  is  packing  them  in  (Biggest  Hardy  Hit  of  All!) 
announce  an  M-G-M  Summer  Festival  of  Hits  to  your  customers  because 
there’s  only  one  outfit  that’s  got  a HIT  WAVE  to  match  the  HEAT  WAVE! 
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BRAIN,  NOT  DOLLAR,  POWER 


The  executive  who  took  his  hair  down  on  this  page 
three  weeks  ago  called  the  turn.  He  had  been 
talking  so  frankly  it  was  almost  brutal  about  changing 
times  and  too  expensive  negatives.  He  voiced  it  as  a 
pressing  need  an  adjustment  in  mental  processes  so 
that  out  of  such  a procedure  might  emerge  a rational- 
ization in  the  point  of  view  as  it  applied  to  this  industry 
and  its  assured  future. 

He  called  the  turn  on  the  eighth  paragraph  of  his 
quoted  comment.  This  was  when  he  observed: 

'T  appreciate  that  these  soundings  probably  will  be 
misunderstood.  There  will  be  some,  no  doubt,  who  will 
see  in  this  a plea  for  chiseling  in  production  quality,  for 
salary  slashes,  for  firing  people.  There  must  be  no  cur- 
tailment in  production  quality.  There  is  no  need  to  cut 
wages  or  to  cut  people  loose  from  their  jobs." 

There  has  been  some  misunderstanding,  revolving  en- 
tirely around  the  argument  that  less  dependence  be 
placed  upon  the  dollar  stream  and  more  on  the  brain 
to  bring  about  sustained  quality  production  at  a cheaper 
cost.  The  antis,  and  they  insist  upon  remaining  as 
anonymous  as  the  man  who  launched  all  of  this,  rest 
their  case  on  what  they  say  is  the  need  for  a constant 
flow  of  big  pictures — big  in  theme,  big  in  conception,  big 
in  execution  and,  perforce,  big  in  point  of  money  spent 
on  them. 

They  insist  such  a policy  is  vital;  that  it  is  important 
for  the  industry  to  continue  to  demonstrate  this  intent 
via  a preconceived  plan  of  staggering  the  public  with 
pyramided  lavishness  sprawled  all  over  the  screen. 
Otherwise,  they  maintain,  there  can  be  no  progress  and 
the  business  will  stamp  itself  in  the  eyes  of  its  consum- 
ers as  one  dedicated  to  a program  of  chiseling,  which 
takes  evidence  in  the  shape  of  modestly  made  product 
at  a price  reasonable  enough  to  guarantee  costs,  and  the 
public  be  damned.  Normally,  it  must  be  pointed  out, 
this  is  exactly  the  formula  in  business  which  results  in 
profits. 

There  is  no  blanket  agreement  here  with  such  a theory. 
We  fail  to  see  how  an  attraction  necessarily  will  take  on 
added  "oomph,"  which  is  by  way  of  keeping  this  up-to- 
the-minute,  merely  because  twenty-four  dancing  girls 
are  swelled  to  ninety-six  or  because  a couple  of  hundred 
extras  swatting  each  other  in  a battle  scene  are  turned 
into  a holiday  for  the  Central  Casting  Bureau,  much  as 
we  should  like  to  see  the  bit,  and  less,  players  in  Holly- 


wood kept  gainfully  and  steadily  employed. 

The  quick  and  obvious  expediency  of  dipping  into  a 
well-stocked  and  inviting  treasury  on  the  assumption 
more  of  the  same  thing  will  make  up  for  deficiencies  in 
story,  cast  or  directorial  values  again  tends  to  stress  one 
of  the  basic  weaknesses  of  the  whole  production  struc- 
ture. It  has  to  be  admitted  the  expediency  has  been 
applied  handsomely  ever  since  the  business  shed  its 
first  diaper,  yet  we  know  of  no  conclusive  argument  to 
demonstrate  any  system  is  necessarily  sound  simply  be- 
cause it  has  been  so  long  indulged  that  it  is  today  an 
accepted  procedure. 

You  will  find  here  no  ranting  against  the  big  picture, 
but  a great  deal  against  the  big  picture,  so  called.  This 
industry,  for  its  own  economic  comfort  or  discomfiture, 
dependent  upon  how  you  look  at  it,  has  led  its  public 
to  expect  large  undertakings  from  Hollywood.  Long  since 
has  it  become  a case  of  the  bear  and  the  tail  that  willy- 
nilly  cannot  be  let  go.  Moreover,  it  need  not  be. 

For  the  industry  is  important  enough,  well  entrenched 
enough  in  point  of  resources  and  characterized  enough 
with  elements  of  the  gamble  to  do  things  in  the  large 
and  extensive  manner.  But  there  ought  to  be  some  sort 
of  a limitation,  suggested  by  market  possibilities,  if  Holly- 
wood ever  heard  of  them,  and  voluntarily  adopted  as  a 
matter  of  good  business  as  against  the  take-a-chonce 
venture  with  a million  dollar,  or  more,  cost  launched  on 
a vaguely  outlined  idea  that  everything  will  be  jake. 

To  spend  one  million  dollars  is  a serious  piece  of  en- 
terprise, particularly  when  the  stockholders  ore  the 
bosses  even  if  they  do  not  run  the  corporations  they 
own.  And,  while  no  one  can  guarantee  the  future,  every 
possible  avenue  ought  to  be  explored  in  a serious,  brain- 
applied  effort  to  make  certain  there  is  reasonable  chance 
of  coming  out.  This  could  be  done  far  more  frequently, 
as  everyone  knows. 

The  man  who  took  his  hair  down  meant  precisely  this. 
He  was  thinking  and  talking  in  terms  of  more  diligent 
application  of  brainpower  and  less  dependence  upon 
mere  dollar  power,  coupled  with  a very  large  and  pleas- 
ant dose  of  hope. 

He  is,  of  course,  entirely  correct. 


67%  OF  NATION'S  EXHIBITORS 

ARE  FOR  CODE, 

"BOXOFFICE" 

SDRVEY  OF  THE 

COUNTRY  SHOWS 

Self-Regulation  Plan  Wins 
Majority  in  Every  Area; 
Ten  States  Go  Solid 

Over  the  nation  exhibitors  favor  adopt- 
ion of  the  trade  practices  code  by  a ma- 
jority of  67  per  cent  to  33  per  cent.  And, 
in  every  section  of  the  country,  broken 
down  territorially,  it  has  the  majority 
vote.  It  is  wanted  most  in  the  western 
area,  where  ten  states  polled  a return  of 
72  per  cent  “for”  as  compared  to  28  per 
cent  “against.”  Exhibitors  want  it  least 
in  the  mideast  and  midwest,  but  they  still 
desire  it  in  the  former  by  55  to  45  and  in 
the  latter  to  the  tune  of  58+  to  41 + , 

Ten  states  vote  solidly,  100  per  cent, 
for  the  industry  self-regulation  plan.  They 
are:  Rhode  Island.  New  Jersey,  Florida, 
Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Arizona,  Colorado, 
Nevada,  Oregon  and  Utah,  One  state, 
Wyoming,  is  just  as  emphatic  in  its  dis- 
approval. The  four  states  from  which  no 
votes  were  received  are  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, New  Hampshire  and  New  Mexico. 

The  chief  objection  to  the  code,  com- 
ing from  pros  and  cons  alike,  is  the  lega- 
listic language  in  which  it  is  couched,  the 
contention  here  being  that  it  is  complicated 
and  difficult  to  understand.  Many  approv- 
ing the  document  do  so  with  the  observa- 
tion that  it  is  not  all  they  desire  but  con- 
sider it  a step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  vote  sectionally,  and  by  states  with- 
in the  sections,  is  given  in  the  table  on  the 
adjoining  page. 

Typical  of  comment,  are  the  following 
selected  from  the  returns: 


Wants  Cancellation  and 
Not  Wrestling  Match 

Urgently  needed  in  any  code  are  definite 
cancellation  rights  that  mean  right  to  can- 
cel and  not  a wrestling  match  every  time 
the  exhibitor  decides  to  eliminate  a cluck. 

— Indiana  Exhibitor 

To  Jointly  Tackle 
A Sick  Industry 

Let’s  put  the  trade  practice  code  in  ef- 
fect so  that  distributors  and  exhibitors 
may  jointly  tackle  the  problem  of  reviv- 
ing an  industry  that  is  sick.  Good  faith 
must  bind  both  parties  or  the  old  struggle 
will  go  on  until  both  sides  are  exhausted, 
the  public  disgusted  and  the  government 
in  the  driver’s  seat. 

— Connecticut  Exhibitor 


They  Never  Have 
And  Never  Will 

Why  kid  ourselves  with  all  this  code  talk? 
Before  the  distributors  get  through  with 
the  thing  our  voluntary  arbitration  will  be 
compulsory,  hence  illegal;  the  boards  will 
be  stacked  to  the  tune  of  two  major  agents 
to  one  independent,  and  the  clearance  issue 


Editor's  Note 

What  does  the  exhibitor  think 
about  the  problems  confronting 
the  industry? 

Some  observers  think  they  know. 
Others  merely  speculate.  To  prove 
those  who  think  they  know  cor- 
rect or  otherwise  and  to  remove 
those  others  who  indulge  in  spec- 
ulation, BOXOFFICE  set  out  to 
find  out. 

To  questionnaires  mailed  to  the- 
atremen  in  every  state  in  the 
union,  responses  are  in  from  all 
except  four  states.  Forty-four  states, 
therefore,  are  represented  in  a 
cross-section  of  exhibitor  opinion 
on  the  first,  which  asked  this  ques- 
tion: 

“Does  the  Proposed  Trade  Prac- 
tice Code  Meet  With  Your  Ap- 
proval?" 

This  will  be  followed  in  short 
order  by  other  questions.  All  of  the 
results  are  interesting,  many  of 
them  revealing. 


will  be  sidestepped  entirely  as  a subject 
for  individual  negotiation  and  outside  the 
power  of  a board  to  correct.  The  distribu- 
tors and  exhibitors  have  never  been  able 
to  get  together  on  mutual  working  agree- 
ments and  obviously  they  never  will. 

— Illinois  Exhibitor 


Says  Special  Privilege 
Still  in  Best  Position 

We  do  not  agree  that  theatre  owners 
can  fight  the  film  companies  for  necessary 
changes  that  ought  to  be  forthcoming  in 
the  trade  code.  Special  privilege  is  still 
in  the  best  position  according  to  the  code. 
Many  of  us  feel  that  it  is  far  better  to 
have  the  Neely  bill  than  to  permit  the 
exchanges  to  continue  stepping  all  over  us. 

— New  York  Exhibitor 

Would  Have  Government 
Arbitration  Boards 

One  way  to  settle  most  of  our  problems 
would  be  to  submit  disputes  to  arbitration 
boards  designated  by  the  government  as 
an  adjunct  to  the  judiciary. 

— New  York  Exhibitor 

Would  Eliminate  Need 
For  Legislation 

If  and  when  the  producers  will  help  the 
exhibitor  by  their  efforts  along  the  line  of 
better  production  for  American  trade  and 
cast  aside  the  fact  that  they  are  in  the 
“driver’s  seat”  and  enter  into  a sincere 
trade  agreement  with  theatre  operators, 
then  the  need  for  legislation  will  have  been 


May  Not  Be  All  Desired, 
But  Showmen  View 
It  as  a Starter 

eliminated.  I,  for  one,  still  believe  in  a 
little  sincerity  on  the  part  of  producer  and 
exhibitor.  Such  a condition  will  certainly 
tend  to  give  the  average  operator  courage 
and  determination  in  a business  that 
stands  alone  in  American  industry  and  one 
that  at  this  time  is  little  less  than  an 
organized  racket. 

— Virginia  Exhibitor 


Wants  Code  to  Handle 
Clearance  Problem 

I can’t  see  anything  of  value  in  a trade 
practice  code  unless  the  local  boards  also 
undertake  the  solution  of  clearance  and 
protection  problems.  The  large  city  near 
my  situation  has  two-month  clearance 
over  me,  so  our  trade  depends  on  those 
people  who  have  been  too  busy  to  see  them 
or  else  too  sick  to  get  out  of  town  while 
the  pictures  were  playing  the  city. 

— Pennsylvania  Exhibitor 

Likes  Cancellation 
Code  Provision 

'The  straight  20  per  cent  cancellation 
should  help  exhibitors  to  throw  out  the 
undesirables.  This  should  also  spur  the 
producer  on  to  make  pictures  which  the 
exhibitor  would  not  want  to  throw  out. 

— Michigan  Exhibitor 


Relies  on  Allied 
Code  Judgment 

If  National  Allied  can’t  find  anything 
good  about  the  trade  practice  code,  then 
neither  can  I.  'That’s  what  we  pay  good 
dough  into  the  organization  for. 

— Illinois  Exhibitor 

Sees  Weeds  Obscuring 
Movie  Garden  Flowers 

We  must  admit  that  in  the  past  few 
years  we  have  allowed  the  weeds  in  our 
movie  garden  to  all  but  obscure  the  flow- 
ers. I am  firmly  against  outside  interven- 
tion and  in  favor  of  self -regulation  but 
if  we  can’t  clean  up  our  own  back  yard 
then  either  Uncle  Sam  must  save  us  from 
ourselves  or  some  new  form  of  entertain- 
ment will  step  in  where  we  got  lazy  and 
relegate  motion  pictures  to  the  past. 

— Virginia  Exhibitor 


Wants  Assurance 
Of  Fair  Play 

The  fairness  of  the  local  arbitration 
board  setup  will  determine  the  degree  of 
success  for  the  new  self-regulation  plan. 
I can’t  say  I know  just  what  is  a fair  set- 
up, but  I know  it  is  important.  Represen- 
tatives from  major  circuits  and  distributors 

(Continued  first  column  next  page) 
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WEST  WANTS  IT  MOST,  MIDEAST  AND  MIDWEST 
LEAST;  ALL  SAY  LANGDAGE  IS  FAR  TOO  LEGAL 


The  Reasons  Are  Varied, 
But  the  Answers  Are 
Much  the  Some 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

as  opposed  to  one  from  independent  ex- 
hibitors obviously  is  not  fair;  neither  would 
two  independents  to  one  major  be  fair. 
That  is  a tough  problem,  but  it  is  one  the 
master  minds  must  solve  if  the  system  is 
to  click. 

— Michigan  Exhibitor 


Trade  Should  Do 
Own  Policing 

I am  in  favor  of  the  code.  The  industry 
should  do  its  own  policing  and  should  de- 
mand ethics  of  the  highest  standard,  sadly 
lacking  today.  It  should  avoid  politicians 
as  it  would  the  plague;  they  corrupt,  not 
help. 

— New  York  Exhibitor 


Wants  Cancellation 
At  Price  Allocated 

There  should  be  a provision  in  the  code 
definitely  providing  cancellation  of  any 
picture  at  the  price  allocated,  particularly 
where  objected  to  in  a particular  neigh- 
borhood because  of  any  reason.  For  in- 
stance, costume  pictures  do  not  go  over  in 
my  situation;  that  should  be  reason 
enough  for  cancellation  by  me. 

— Ohio  Exhibitor 


National,  Not  Local. 

Clearance  Wanted 

In  drafting  a trade  code,  clearance  and 
protection  should  have  a definite  standard 
nationally,  not  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country  to  be  governed  according  to  some- 
body’s power  or  strength. 

— Wisconsin  Exhibitor 


Might  Stop  Non-Theatrical 
Competition  to  Theatres 

The  best  code  I can  think  of  would  be 
some  manner  of  stopping  free  motion  pic- 
ture competition  before  it  stops  us. 

— Illinois  Exhibitor 

Sees  No  Chance  for 
"Reformation" 

To  expect  these  cut-throat  distributors 
to  “reform”  with  a smoke  screen  of  trade 
practice  rules  is  sheer  idiocy. 

— California  Exhibitor 


Urges  Regulation 
From  Within 

Let  the  motion  picture  industry  and  the 
independent  theatre  owners  regulate  them- 
selves within  their  own  organizations  and 
stop  all  government  regulation. 

— Montana  Exhibitor 


The  Vote 


Pet.  Pet. 
“Yes"  “No” 


EASTERN 

64 -f- 

35+ 

Delaware  

0 

0 

Maryland  

0 

0 

New  Jersey  

100 

0 

New  York  

58 

42 

Eastern  Pennsylvania 

43 

57 

Virginia  

..  84 

16 

NEW  ENGLAND 

78+ 

21  + 

Connecticut  

34 

66 

Maine  

84 

16 

Massachusetts  

76 

24 

New  Hampshire  

0 

0 

Rhode  Island  

100 

0 

Vermont  

98 

2 

SOUTHERN 

69+ 

30+ 

Alabama 

5 

95 

Arkansas 

..  75 

25 

Florida 

100 

0 

Georgia  

75 

25 

Louisiana  

100 

0 

Mississippi 

71 

29 

North  Carolina 

57 

43 

Oklahoma 

67 

34 

South  Carolina  

50 

50 

Tennessee  

100 

0 

Texas  

70 

30 

MIDEAST 

55 

45 

Kentucky 

66 

34 

Michigan  

69 

31 

Ohio  

50 

50 

Western  Pennsylvania 

50 

50 

West  Virginia  

40 

60 

CENTRAL 

59 

41 

Illinois  

74 

26 

Indiana  

50 

50 

Eastern  Missouri  

50 

50 

Wisconsin  

62 

38 

MIDWEST 

58+ 

41  + 

Iowa  

. ..  57 

43 

Kansas  

70 

30 

Minnesota  

67 

33 

Western  Missouri  

. 75 

25 

Nebraska  

. 49 

51 

North  Dakota  

40 

60 

South  Dakota  

. 50 

50 

WESTERN 

72 

28 

Arizona  

.100 

0 

California  

81 

19 

Colorado 

.100 

0 

Idaho  

...  25 

75 

Montana  

. . 50 

50 

Nevada  

.100 

0 

New  Mexico  

. 0 

0 

Oregon  

100 

0 

Utah  

.100 

0 

Washington  

...  64 

36 

Wyoming  

0 

100 

Sees  Sincerity  As 
Test  of  Value 

If  the  distributors  are  sincere  and  do 
not  adopt  practices  to  defeat  the  benefits 


"Subterfuge"  Say  Some, 
"Salvation"  for  Small 
Man,  Say  Others 

incorporated  in  the  code  it  should  be  a 
good  instrument  for  trade  progress.  In- 
creased cancellations  should  be  a very 
great  help;  producers,  however,  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  pictures  in  the 
higher  brackets,  have  entirely  defeated 
the  benefits  given  and  make  our  deals 
worse  than  they  were  before. 

— California  Exhibitor 

Would  Have  It  Include 
Curb  on  Rival  Ads 

I am  in  favor  of  the  code,  but  I think 
it  should  prohibit  chains  from  placing 
advertising  and  display  boards  in  small 
towns  where  the  chains  have  no  theatres. 
The  Schine  circuit  has  a three-sheet  not 
20  yards  from  my  theatre  which  adver- 
tises its  programs  in  a nearby  town. 

— Ohio  Exhibitor 

Seen  As  Subterfuge  to 
Escape  Regulation 

The  trade  practice  code  is  nothing  but  a 
subterfuge  to  avoid  government  regula- 
tion. Distributors  are  already  getting 
around  various  provisions  of  it.  Let  every 
distributor  stand  by  the  code  and  act  in 
good  faith  and  exhibitors  will  have  more 
confidence  in  it.  The  buyer  cannot  trust 
the  seller  in  this  business — the  exhibitor 
is  almost  certain  to  be  “gypped”  in  some 
way.  More  men  like  William  F.  Rodgers 
would  help. 

— Ohio  Exhibitor 


Would  Eliminate  Some 
Of  the  Bickering 

If  the  trade  practice  code  will  do  no 
more  than  eliminate  some  of  the  unfavor- 
able publicity  caused  by  eternal  bickering 
between  exhibitor  and  distributor  that  now 
is  attracting  legislative  eyes  it  will  be 
worth  while.  When  the  government  starts 
regulating,  look  out! 

— Washington  (state)  Exhibitor 


Wants  Score  Charge 
Really  Eliminated 

What  the  trade  code  should  do  is  to 
eliminate  the  score  charge  entirely,  not 
just  provide  that  it  be  absorbed  in 
higher  film  rental.  Tliis,  I am  afraid,  will 
never  come  about  except  by  law;  greed 
is  seeded  too  deep  in  the  powers  that  be. 

— California  Exhibitor 


Approves  If  Small 
Man  Gets  Voice 

The  trade  code  has  my  approval  if  the 
small  exhibitor  will  be  given  a chance  for 
equal  representation. 

;•  — Michigan  Exhibitor 
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"BUSINESS  APPEASEMENT"  PROGRAM  SEEN  AS 
SPRINGBOARD  FOR  NEW  KIND  OF  NRA  PATTERN 


Capitol  Conferences  May 
Signal  More  Positive 
Assistance  Plan 


New  York — In  the  eyes  of  impartial 
observers.  President  Roosevelt’s  “business 
appeasement”  program  may  lead  the  in- 
dustry back  to  a pattern  not  unlike  that 
which  existed  during  the  NRA. 

This  is  gradually  being  approached,  in- 
formed sources  say,  through  the  confer- 
ences being  conducted  by  the  department 
of  commerce  with  various  industry  leaders. 
Back  of  it  all  appears  to  be  the  identical 
desire  of  both  the  President  and  “big  busi- 
ness” to  have  the  department  headed  by 
Harry  Hopkins  “do  in  this  country  what  it 
has  done  abroad.” 

Those  who  are  close  to  major  exchequ- 
ers seem  to  be  in  agreement  that  the  in- 
dustry would  long  ago  have  been  on  the 
brink  of  financial  disaster  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  system  of  foreign  consular 
services  inaugurated  by  Herbert  Hoover 
when  he  was  secretary  of  commerce  in 
1925.  Hoover,  runs  this  opinion,  made  it 
possible  for  the  first  time  to  open  an  un- 
interrupted flow  of  American  commerce 
in  foreign  countries.  Except  in  minor 
aspects,  his  system  is  said  to  have  under- 
gone little  alteration  since  he  instituted  it, 
so  successful  has  it  been. 

Full  Force  Abroad 

The  department  of  commerce,  under 
Hoover’s  administration,  was  one  of  the 
government’s  youngest  cabinet  depart- 
ments. Economic  conditions  impelled  its 
formation,  industry  veterans  say,  and  like- 
wise directed  its  full  force  toward  open- 
ing new  outlets  abroad.  But  the  depart- 
ment, as  such,  “never  developed  itself  in 
the  domestic  market”  in  the  sense  that  the 
department  of  agriculture  tries  to  help 
farmers  and  the  department  of  labor  at- 
tempts to  aid  labor,  goes  the  observation. 

In  some  inexplicable  fashion,  this  func- 
tion fell  to  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
during  the  successive  terms  of  commerce 
department  secretaries  Robert  P.  Lament 
from  1929  to  1932;  Roy  D.  Chapin,  from 

1932  to  1933.  and  Daniel  P.  Roper,  from 

1933  to  early  this  year.  In  the  appoint- 
ment of  Harry  Hopkins,  President  Roose- 
velt has  a “No.  1 new-dealer.”  One  of  his 
first  steps,  after  recuperating  from  a three- 
months’  illness,  was  to  begin  a series  of 
conferences  to  “help  commerce.” 

Executives  who  make  a habit  of  watch- 
ing Washington  see  in  this  effort  a strate- 
gic move  on  the  part  of  the  President  to 
put  into  effect  a system  of  untrammeled 
commerce  such  as  existed  between  this 
country  and  foreign  nations  during  Hoov- 
er’s administration  of  the  department. 

Just  as  Hopkins  has  asked  leaders  of 
the  potash  and  oil  industries  to  lay  their 
problems  before  him,  so  is  he  proceeding 
with  the  film  industry,  according  to  those 


Breathing  Easier: 
Blame  It  on  "Oz' 

New  York — Relaxation  is  in  order 
around  Loew's  State  Bldg.  The  Loew 
and  Metro  crowd,  finally  and  at  long 
last,  has  seen  “The  Wizard  of  Oz" 
which  represents  an  investment  of 
about  $3,000,000  and  probably  the 
longest  shooting  schedule  in  the  stu- 
dio's history  as  well  as  one  of  its  most 
expensive  productions. 

Not  much  secret  about  all  of  this. 
Loew  and  Metro-ites  have  been  won- 
dering, worrying  and  chewing  nails. 
“Oz,"  to  them,  was  an  unknown  quan- 
tity aside  from  studio  reports  which 
experience  demonstrates,  are  not  al- 
v/ays  removed  from  bias.  Now,  they 
say,  it's  all  over.  The  sun  shines  and 
Leo  has  regained  his  vocal  cords  on 
this  one,  anyway. 

The  picture  is  set  for  the  Capitol  Au- 
gust 17.  Judy  Garland  and  Mickey 
Rooney  will  make  personal  appear- 
ances in  connection  with  it. 


who  claim  to  know  what  has  occurred  at 
meetings  between  Sidney  R.  Kent.  Nich- 
olas Schenck.  Harry  M.  Warner,  Abram 
F.  Myers,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Ed  Kuykendall, 
Harry  Brandt  and  department  officials. 

“The  department  has  asked  us  to  co- 
operate in  presenting  a comprehensive  out- 
line of  our  business,”  is  the  way  an  exe- 
cutive quotes  one  of  the  Washington  con- 
freres. “Those  fellows  want  to  work  out 
a plan  to  be  of  positive  assistance.  They 
admit  they  don’t  know  how  this  will  be 
set  up,  but  we  must  first  supply  them  with 
a sound  understanding  of  the  operations 
of  the  industry. 

Impartial  Study  Sought 

“Undoubtedly  Hopkins  wants  to  know 
why  we  haven’t  cured  our  illnesses,”  con- 
tinues the  executive.  “And,  in  this  re- 
spect, how  the  department  can  help.  They 
don’t  seem  to  be  taking  the  attitude  that 
this  will  cure  all  our  ills.  A thorough,  in- 
telligent, impartial  study  of  the  business 
is  what  is  being  sought.” 

In  this  respect  and  as  an  indication  of 
the  hopefulness  engendered  in  executive 
chambers  is  the  report  just  completed  by 
Price,  Waterhouse  Co.,  accountants.  The 
report,  according  to  those  who  have  seen 
it,  is  the  most  elaborate  ever  prepared.  It 
came  into  existence  under  the  direct  sup- 
ervision of  company  presidents.  In  it  is  a 
breakdown  of  every  conceivable  phase  of 
operation  embracing  production,  distribu- 
tion and  exhibition,  going  so  far  as  to 
enumerate  the  aggregate  paid  out  annually 
in  social  security,  a compilation  of  grosses 
at  affiliated  theatres,  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, cost  of  distribution,  and  innumer- 
able statistics  on  costs  of  maintenance, 
advertising  and  publicity. 

The  report  is  due  to  come  before  the 


Is  Seen  as  Realization 
Justice  Department's 
Approach  Negative 

MPPDA  board  of  directors  for  a final 
analysis  and  then  will  be  taken  to  Hop- 
kins by  a committee,  probably  headed 
by  Joseph  H.  Hazen,  Warner  vice-presi- 
dent. 

This  “sympathetic  approach”  by  the 
commerce  department  is  interpreted  by 
certain  executives  as  indicating  that  the 
President  realizes  the  department  of  jus- 
tice is  proceeding  with  a “negative  ap- 
proach,” not  only  in  respect  to  the  film 
industry,  but  generally. 

“The  FBI,  the  circuit  courts,  the  FTC, 
Congress  and  the  department  of  justice 
seem  to  be  operating  with  a hostile  atti- 
tude,” observes  one  executive.  It  seems 
obvious,  and  maybe  this  is  finally  being 
realized,  that  the  courts  and  Congress 
cannot  approve  what  is  being  done,  let 
alone  offer  constructive  suggestions.  Per- 
haps the  commerce  department  can  find 
a way.” 

“The  way”  may  ultimately  lead  to  some- 
thing resembling  the  NRA,  as  interpreted 
in  one  quarter.  “Not  in  the  sense  that 
business  would  be  run  by  the  government,” 
goes  this  interpretation,  “but  to  make  the 
anti-trust  laws  virtually  inoperative  and 
let  each  industry  work  out  its  own  code, 
with  the  government  supervising  and  en- 
couraging it.  This  is  being  done  by  the 
interstate  commerce  commission  with  rail- 
roads, the  FCC  on  radio  and  statutory 
regulation  of  liquor.  Maybe  the  commerce 
department  has  the  formula  we  need.” 


Burstyn  Finds  No  German 
Aid  to  French  Films 

New  York — Although  he  made  numer- 
ous inquiries,  Joe  Burstyn,  long  associated 
with  Arthur  Mayer  in  the  distribution  of 
foreign  films,  reports  he  was  unsuccessful 
in  uncovering  any  information  which 
would  prove  that  German  capital  is  fi- 
nancing French  production. 

Burstyn,  who  has  just  returned  from  a 
seven-week  trip  abroad,  says  all  one  heard 
was  rumors. 


A CORRECTION 

United  Artists  wishes  to  advise  ex- 
hibitors that  in  its  product  announce- 
ment in  this  issue,  DAVID  NIVEN 
should  appear  as  co-star  with  Loretta 
Young  in  the  Walter  Wanger  Produc- 
tion, “ETERNALLY  YOURS." 
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"BACK  OF  EVERY  GREAT  PICTURE  IS  A GREAT  PRODUCER" 


ISTINCTION  and  showmanship  are  the  rea- 
sons why  the  public,  exhibitors  and  critics  alike 
look  forward  to  each  new  DAVID  0.  SELZNICK 
production  with  an  assured  foreknowledge  of 
quality.  It  is  therefore  with  pride  that  UNITED 
ARTISTS  announces  continuance  of  its  releasing 
agreement  with  Selznick  International  Pictures. 


RIGINALITY  of  the  Selznick  organization 
is  reflected  in  the  starring  of  Leslie  Howard  in 
iiMlJjM®|Kwhich  introduces  the  beautiful 
new  continental  star  Ingrid  Bergman,  with  Edna 
Best,  and  will  be  released  this  season.  Mirroring 
the  infatuation  of  a famous  musician  for  his  young 
accompanist,  and  the  swift  events  that  engulf  them, 
this  newest  Selznick  production  dares  to  depict 
problems  found  in  the  lives  of  millions  concen- 
trated in  the  lives  of  three. 


URPRISE  and  excitement,  the  two  priceless! 
ingredients  of  any  motion  picture,  are  what  DOS 
has  captured  for  the  filming  of  liHiUJiliMthe 
year’s  outstanding  best-seller  by  Daphne  Du 
Maurier,  400,000  copies  of  which  have  been  sold 
since  publication  last  fall.  With  Man-of-the-Hour 
Laurence  Olivier  in  the  leading  role,  Alfred 
Hitchcock — whose  superb  treatment  of  “The  Lady 
Vanishes”  and  other  films  has  earned  him  the  title 

“Master  of  Melodrama  will  direct.  Details  of 

two  more  Selznick  International  pictures  will  fol- 
low soon. 


CHARLES  nmn 


Chaplin’s  first  all-talking  picture  — Chaplin’s  first  picture  in  three  years  — based  on  the  most  timely, 
most  important  topic  in  the  world  today,  is  now  in  production: 


„lDiPt)the  season’s  big-news  picture,  will  climax  the  magnificent  career  of  the  greatest  of  all  screen  ■ 

r' ■■■■  ■■  / ...  . . . ■ ■■■  ■' 

stars.  In  connection  with  his  plans,  Mr.  Chaplin  says:  “I  am  making  a comedy  picture  on  the  lives  of 
dictators  which  I hope  will  create  much  healthy  laughter  throughout  the  world.” 


HEXIOER 


KOOl 


Five  big,  important  scope  pictures  — all  of  them  in  the  breathless  beauty  of  final  Technicolor  per- 
fection— will  comprise  Alexander  Korda’s  box-office  activities  for  1939-40.  First:  I ^ ^ 

. . . 7,200  seconds  of  flesh-and-blood  excitement,  filmed  in  actual  locales  in  the  heart  of  Africa, 
bringing  authentic  thrills  no  screen  has  ever  held  before.  Directed  by  Zoltan  Korda  with  Ralph 


Richardson,  C.  Aubrey  Smith,  John  Clements  and  June  Duprez.  Second  Korda  hit:  mmi 


giving  Merle  Oberon,  star  of  “Wuthering  Heights”,  her  first  comedy  role  in  a story  by 

Ti 


Robert  E.  Sherwood.  Third  Korda  hit: 


dlstarri]  ig  Sabu,  Conrad  Veidt  and 

c 

John  Justin  in  a spectacle  that  promises  to  have  the  most  unique  appeal  n years.  Fourth  Korda  hit: 


r .1  with  Laurence  Olivier,  from  ‘,‘Manon  Lescau  ”,  the  famous  love  story  of 

with  Sabu  in  the  title  role. 


Merle  Oberon  in 



a passion-swept  man  and  woman.  And  Fifth:  Kipling’s 


• > ■*.  -.'4 


Douglas  Fairbanks  resumes  his  production  activities 
by  presenting  ; !'(  ! Vl  P ' 'T  J the  kind  of  color- 
ful, romantic,  action  picture  which  in  the  past  made 
his  own  starring  vehicles  so  sensationally  successful 
at  the  ticket  window.  Now.  in  the  role  of  producer, 
instead  of  star,  Mr.  Fairbanks  will  soon  announce  a 
cast  of  vigorous  marquee  strength  for  this  produc- 
tion based  on  the  dramatic  career  of  Lola  Montez, 
dancer,  adventuress  and  sweetheart  of  kings.  The 
exploits  of  this  exotic  woman  in  the  pioneer  country 
of  Southern  California  constitute  one  of  the  strang- 
est and  most  glamorous  stories  in  history. 


Samuel  Goldwyn  Standards  of  Showmanship  — Samuel  Goldwyn  Business  — will  be  even  higher 
this  year  than  it  was  with  “Wuthering  Heights”,  “The  Hurricane”,  “Dead  End”  or  “Stella  Dallas”. 
For  Goldwyn  starts  your  new  picture  season  with  a new  note  in  entertainment  — Jascha  Heifetz  in 


with  Andrea  Leeds,  Joel  McCrea,  Walter  Brennan  and  Gene  Reynolds, 
directed  by  Archie  Mayo.  Back  of  this  picture  is  the  specific  purpose  of  attracting  new  patronage 
for  you  thru  the  magic  music  of  Heifetz,  with  all  your  regulars  revelling  in  a down-to-earth  story  of 
kids  with  dirty  faces  and  hungry  hearts.  Mr.  Goldwyn’s  next  picture  will  be  Gary  Cooper  in  a fight- 
ing role  in  with  Andrea  Leeds  and  David  Niven,  under  the  direction  of  Henry 

Hathaway  ...  a roaring  thrill-and-action  picture  of  American  soldiers  in  the  Philippines,  always 
outnumbered  . . . never  outfought. 


■ V 


. . . I 
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Famous  for  his  showmanship  innovations,  Wanger  leads  off  with!  mm 


starring 


Ann  Sheridan,  the  most  exploitable  star  since  he  gave  you  Hedy  Lamarr  in  “Algiers”.  This  pic- 
ture of  winter  sports,  youth  and  fun,  takes  you  behind  the  scenes  at  Dartmouth  when  1,500 
wild  women  hit  the  campus.  Richard  Carlson,  Helen  Parrish,  Robert  Armstrong,  Marsha  Hunt, 
James  Corner  and  Alan  Baldwin  give  additional  cast  interest,  with  Charles  R.  Riesner  directing. 
Next  will  be  Joan  Bennett  in  the  story  of  a woman  who  dared  hope 

for  love  while  her  man  was  in  Alcatraz^!^^^^^CT^^^^^ hv  Vincent  Sheean  takes  a reporter 
around  an  action-teeming  world.  ^18 HkTil  i IMIim  ^ starring  Loretta  Young  and  directed  by  Tay 
Garnett,  gives  your  audience  the  hilarious  low-down  on  a magician  with  every  trick  up  his 
sleeve  except  how  to  manage  his  women.  Fifth  from  Wanger  will  be' 
by  F.  G.  Presnell,  with  more  laughs  per  murder  than  “The  Thin  Man”. 


From  the  greatest  stories  of  today  and  yesterday,  the  producer  of  “The  Count  of  Monte 
Cristo”  and  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”,  has  shaped  his  new  season’s  plans.  Half  a mil- 
lion readers  of  Howard  Spring’s  best-selling  novelJJ^^^^^^^^^^^^are  waiting  for 
cast  announcements  on  this  story  of  two  fathers  and  their  dreams  for  their  boys.  Twelve 
thousand  exhibitors  are  cooperating  with  Mr.  Small  on  a direct-to-the-public  poll  for  star 
iniAi  lun  j j 1 1 n * j ! I mmjy  Richard  Henry  Dana,  translated  into  25  lan- 


guages  and  reaching  a book  sale  of  1320,000  copies,  will  follow.  Then  watch  for|^ 
I^^^^^J^^^^Q^^^^^iinfolding  the  further  amazing  expl^^^^f^the^ost  fabu- 
lous character  ever  written  into  a book  or  pictured  on  the  screen based  on 
the  career  of  the  colorful  frontier  hero  and  adapted  from  the  newspaper  serial  read 
by  17,000,000  Hearst  readers  ;*|fMlll  III  Mil  Mt/AlHIMJilHlMa  big  production  of  tropic 


glamour ; and  finally. 


VALEIVTI^U 


^the  life  of  the  greatest  of  all  popular  idols,  an  idea 


mm 


which  has  brought  Mr.  Small  congratulatory  letters  from  thousands  of  exhibitors. 


mm  SMUL 


HU  HOUH 


Hal  Roach’s  five  special  feature  productions  cover  the  entire  range  of  audience  interest 
from  gay  laughter  to  stark  drama.  First  will  be  a slight  case  of  murder  involving  the  only 
girl  who’s  got  more  than  the  farmer’s  daughter — 

from  the  novel  by  Donald  Henderson  Clarke,  co-starring  Joan  Bennett  and  Adolphe 
Menjou  with  Peggy  Wood.  Next  the  famous  novel  and  play  that  shocked  a million  people 
by  its  realism,  j ^ V;|  y ;;;  ; ^ by  John  Steinbeck,  author  of  “The  Grapes  of  Wrath”. 

Lewis  Milestone  will  direct.  Thorne  Smith,  author  of  the  “Topper”  novels  in 
tells  hilariously  about  a husband  and  wife  who  change  places  and  sexes.  For  adventure 
follow  by  Kenneth  Roberts,  author  of  “Northwest  Passage”.  And 

then  the  startling,  astounding  j HH  ? ? dramatizing  the  birth  of  civilization  at 

the  dawn  of  time  . . with 
“The  Good  Earth”.  In 

\ united  in  f Hi  331 
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special  effects  by  Lewis  Tallhurst  who  took  similar  credit  on 
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The  box-office  astuteness  of  SOL  LESSER  as  a production 
expert  is  well  known  to  every  exhibitor.  The  box-office 
distinction  of  ERNST  LUBITSCH  as  a director  is  recog- 
nized wherever  pictures  play.  These  two  names  are  linked 
for  the  first  time  by  UNITED  ARTISTS  which  is  happy  to 
add  them  to  its  list  of  eminent  producers.  Mr.  Lubitsch  will 
personally  direct  an  untitled  tRlV'ST  LUBITSCH  PRODUC' 

' A'  , details  of  which  will  soon  be  announced.  Mr.  Lesser 
will  produce  the  Pulitzer  Prize  Play  of  1938,  OUR  TOVViV 
by  Thornton  Wilder.  Our  Town  is  every  American  town 
superbly  charged  with  humanness,  romance  and  dramatic 
simplicity. ..so  appealing  that  Alexander  Woollcott  said:  “In 
all  my  days  as  a theatregoer,  no  play  moved  me  so  deeply.” 
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It  is  with  a very  special  pride  that  UNITED  ARTISTS  wel- 
comes to  its  organization  a distinguished  member  of  a dis- 
tinguished motion  picture  family  who  have  contributed  their 
talents  abundantly  to  the  benefit  of  the  film  industry. 
DAVID  L.  LOEW  brings  to  production  a thorough, 
practical  knowledge  of  theatres  and  theatre  problems 
through  years  of  experience  in  actual  theatre  opera- 
tion. His  long  studio  activity,  too,  has  proved  dra- 
matically his  qualifications  as  a top  UNITED 
ARTISTS  producer.  His  first  release  will  be 
the  picturization  of 

now  in  the  final  stages  of  negotiation. 

Watch  for  the  early  announcement 
of  its  famous  title  and  the  stars 
who  will  appear  in  its  cast. 
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DAVID  D.  SELZIVICK 
CHARLES  CHAPLDV 
ALEXA1\DER  KDRDA 
DDUOLAS  EAIRRAXKS 
SAMUEL  GDLDWYX 
WALTER  WAXGER 
EDWARD  SMALL 
HAL  RDACH 
ERXST  LURITSCH 
SDL  LESSER 
DAVID  L.  LDEW 

RELEASED  THRU  UNITED  ARTISTS 


NEUTRAL  MEN,  JOINTLY  PICKED,  WOULD  HOLD 
BALANCE  OF  POWER  UNDER  NEW  ARBITRATION 


The  Colonel  Is  Giving  Odds 

By  DAVE  GOLDING 

New  York — You  can  get  three  for  your  two  if  you  think  the  majors  will  emerge  vic- 
torious in  their  legal  tussle  with  the  government  on  theatre  divorcement. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  national  Allied,  is  pretty  sure  Wash- 
ington is  going  to  take  the  majors  and  he  is  willing  to  bet  on  it. 

Leaning  against  the  Penn-Astor  drug  store  on  Broadway  the 
other  night  as  he  would  on  the  main  street  of  his  home  town, 
the  colonel  calmly  discussed  recent  developments  along  the  in- 
dustry front. 

He  thinks  the  government  has  a good  case.  “You  don't  think  they 
are  going  to  tip  their  hand  before  trial,"  he  asks.  "A  lot  of  people 
will  be  surprised  at  the  calibre  of  witnesses  when  the  government 
files  s further  bill  of  particulars  30  days  before  trial." 

Concerning  the  fate  of  the  Neely  bill,  the  colonel  is  willing  to 
wager  even  money  it  will  pass  the  house  when  it  comes  to  a 
vote. 

"We  won't  push  the  bill  at  this  session,"  Cole  says.  "It  will 
have  a much  better  chance  at  the  next.  In  the  meantime,  we  will 
have  a let  of  time  to  line  up  the  votes  in  our  favor." 

What  did  the  colonel  think  of  the  department  of  justice  proposed  probe  on  the  west 
coast  of  labor  racketeering,  anti-trust  violations  and  income  tax  evasions? 

'The  more  the  merrier,"  he  retorted  enthusiastically.  "You  know,  if  some  people 
were  put  in  jail  for  those  offenses  it  would  have  a great  moral  effect  on  this  industry." 

By  this  time,  it  almost  seemed  pointless  to  ask  the  colonel  about  the  trade  practice 
code.  He  made  it  clear,  however,  that  as  far  as  national  Allied  is  concerned,  the  code 
is  a dead  issue. 

"How  about  New  York  Allied?" 

"You  better  ask  Max  Cohen,"  he  answered  smilingly.  'They  seem  to  be  doing  their 
own  negotiating." 

Then  interviewed  and  interviewer  drifted  off  into  the  night. 


Four  Would  Cast  Three 
Votes  When  Clearance 
Problems  Involved 

New  York — ^Neutral  men,  appointed  un- 
animously by  distributor  and  exhibitor 
panels  in  each  major  city,  will  hold  the 
key  to  all  arbitration  decisions  under  the 
revised  code  plan,  it  is  learned.  Such  men 
may  be  selected  from  local  lists  of  retired 
judges  who  have  either  handled  film  cases 
or  are  familiar  with  the  business,  or  at- 
torneys who  have  a knowledge  of  the  in- 
dustry. 

Where  cases  involving  clearance  and 
zoning  come  before  local  arbitration 
boards  the  boards  will  be  made  up  of  four 
men  who  collectively  will  cast  a total  of 
three  votes.  Grievances  dealing  with  other 
alleged  abuses  will  find  only  three  men 
on  the  boards  with  as  many  votes. 

Each  Has  Half  Vote 

Under  the  clearance  and  zoning  board 
setup,  the  defendant  exhibitor  and  dis- 
tributor each  will  have  the  right  to  cast 
a half  vote.  The  complaining  theatre 
operator  will  be  represented  by  a man  with 
a full  vote,  the  same  as  the  neutral 
representative. 

It  is  pointed  out  each  complainant  will 
have  to  prove  his  case  thoroughly  before 
he  will  be  able  to  win  under  this  setup. 
While  it  appears  natural  independent  ex- 
hibitors on  the  board,  in  many  cases,  may 
be  inclined  to  vote  for  men  in  their  classi- 
fication and  affiliated  circuits  and  dis- 
tributors will  decide  for  major  circuits,  it 
will  then  become  necessary  to  sway,  by 
evidence  produced,  the  impartial  man  in 
order  to  carry  a two-to-one  decision. 

In  the  event  distributor  and  affiliated 
exhibitor  do  not  agree  among  themselves 
and  the  independent  votes  in  favor  of  his 
class  and  the  neutral  man  decides  in  favor 
of  the  affiliated  circuit,  the  tie  vote  then 
will  be  called  a no  decision. 

Must  Prove  Damages 

Whether  further  hearings  will  be  granted 
on  the  grounds  new  evidence  can  be  intro- 
duced is  not  known,  but  it  is  stated  the 
independent  exhibitor  will  have  to  prove 
the  clearances  being  attacked  are  seriously 
hurting  his  business  before  he  can  get  a 
decision. 

As  for  grievances  dealing  with  other  al- 
leged abuses,  and  not  clearance  and  zon- 
ing, the  one-two-one  boards  do  not  pre- 
sent any  problems,  It  is  said.  For  on  such 
arbitration  boards  the  distributor  will  have 
a full  vote,  the  independent  a full  vote  and 
the  balance  of  power  will  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  neutral  man. 

There  will  be  no  general  rehashing  of 
existing  clearance  schedules,  it  is  pointed 
out.  Only  the  protection  complained  of 
and  which  local  boards  decide  should  be 
changed  will  be  altered. 

William  P.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales  man- 


ager and  distributor  sub-committee  chair- 
man, met  Tuesday  with  sales  managers  to 
study  a number  of  suggestions  made  by 
Max  A.  Cohen,  Allied  of  New  York  presi- 
dent, and  his  committee.  Rodgers  states 
several  are  worthy  of  consideration.  These 
deal  with  clarity  and  intent  of  the  code. 

The  plan  to  reduce  the  full  vote  of  dis- 
tributors and  affiliated  circuit  men  is  a 
result  of  objections  made  by  all  of  the  ex- 
hibitor groups  which  sat  in  on  the  trade 
practice  negotiations.  Distributors  feel 
that  in  reducing  the  vote  of  these  interests 
to  a half  each  they  have  found  the  solu- 
tion to  a ticklish  problem. 

Cohen  ridicules  reports  he  has  been 
seeking  a separate  code  for  New  York 
state.  He  informs  Boxoffice  he  and  his 
committee  continue  not  in  sympathy  with 
national  Allied’s  platform  of  rejecting  the 
code  and  the  suggestions  made  are  in  con- 
sonance with  a harmony  much  desired  to 
perpetuate  the  code,  which  Cohen,  from 
time  to  time,  has  called  “the  bill  of  rights 
for  the  independent  exhibitor.” 

Following  Rodgers’  meeting  with  dis- 
tributors, the  M-G-M  sales  head  held  an- 
other conclave  with  Cohen  and  further 
discussed  the  recommendations  made  at  a 
previous  meeting. 

Attorneys  for  the  distributors  working 
on  the  draft  are  convinced  Pox  West  Coast, 
which  originally  raised  objections  to  the 
half  vote  allotted  to  affiliated  theatremen 
and  distributors  have  been  ironed  out 
satisfactorily.  Several  months  ago,  Charles 
Buckley,  assistant  to  Charles  Skouras  and 
general  counsel  for  PWC,  came  east  to 


discuss  the  Pacific  coast  clearance  situa- 
tion with  Spyros  Skouras.  It  was  decided 
to  leave  the  zoning  schedules  undisturbed. 
As  a result,  new  deals  being  made  with 
M-G-M,  Columbia,  20th -Fox  and  other 
major  and  independent  companies  are 
along  these  lines. 

During  the  NRA,  FWC  was  the  defend- 
ant in  one  of  the  most  important  clear- 
ance disputes  when  a group  of  important 
independent  exhibitors  came  on  from  Los 
Angeles  and  surrounding  towns  to  work 
out  new  schedules  before  the  Code  Au- 
thority. However,  in  the  past  two  years, 
Charles  Skouras  and  A1  Galston,  head  of 
the  southern  California  independent  ex- 
hibitor group,  have  been  amicably  work- 
ing out  their  clearance  differences.  These 
men  comprise  two  of  a committee  which 
hears  zoning  grievances  and  both  have  ex- 
pressed satisfaction  with  the  plan. 

As  soon  as  the  arbitration  boards  are 
set  up,  a number  of  complaints  are  ex- 
pected to  be  filed  by  Allied  men  in  New 
York,  principally  in  the  upstate  region. 
One  complaint  now  is  being  worked  out  by 
H.  M.  Richey,  field  contact  for  RKO,  with 
Si  Fabian,  head  of  the  Fabian  circuit,  and 
John  J.  O’Connor,  operating  head  of  the 
RKO  circuit. 

Distributors  are  hopeful  the  final  code 
draft  will  be  ready  by  August  9 when  Ed 
Kuykendall,  head  of  the  MPTOA,  will  be 
the  principal  speaker  at  the  Southeastern 
Theatre  Owners  Ass’n  meeting  in  Atlanta. 

Charles  Skouras,  who  had  been  in  New 
York  two  weeks  conferring  with  his 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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For  the  common-sense  brigade, 
there  are  coming  up  a few  lines 
from  now  a handful  of  observations 
well  worth  the  reading.  Perhaps, 
firstly,  however,  you  ought  to  be  in- 
formed of  how  it  came  about; 

It  sprang  from  across  the  luncheon 
table.  Talking  was  a chap  who  was 
the  onetime  general  sales  manager 
of  Educational.  That  privileges  him 
to  a view  from  the  distributor's  an- 
gle. As  the  general  operator  of  the 
former  Publix  chain,  1,100  houses 
strong  and  representative  of  an 
approximate  $300,000,000  to  $400,- 
000,000  investment,  he  is  qualified 
on  his  say  as  the  industry's  largest 
circuit  executive  as  of  a few  years 
ago,  of  course.  As  the  operator  to- 
day of  a small  group  of  large  thea- 
tres, he  draws  upon  his  experience 
as  an  independent,  free  of  any  af- 
filiation with  producers  but  certainly 
completely  dependent  upon  them 
for  his  existence. 

We  now  turn  it  over  to  Dave 
Chatkin: 

“It  has  become  increasingly  evident 
to  those  engaged  in  our  business  that 
certain  changes,  -which  have  been 
gradually  taking  place  during  the  past 
four  years,  are  going  to  be  for  reach- 
ing in  their  relationship  to  the  produc- 
ing of  better  motion  pictures. 

"For  years,  we  have  gone  along  in 
this  industry  minding  only  our  own 
particular  business.  Production  knew 
nothing  about  exhibition  and  vice 
versa.  Each  branch  of  our  business 
lived  within  itself.  Particularly  is  this 
true  of  producers.  Very  few  knew  or 
cared  what  happened  to  a picture 
after  it  left  Hollywood.  Theatre  oper- 
ation was  a complete  mystery  and 
audience  reaction  to  pictures  after 
the  first  preview  was  unknown.  Ex- 
hibitors, while  they  knew  very  little 
about  the  mechanics  of  picture  mak- 
ing, did  know  more  about  the  box- 
office  value  of  stars  and  audience  re-  , 
action  to  the  types  of  stories  than  a 
good  many  producers  and,  for  many 
years.,  have  tried  to  impart  this  in- 
formation but  with  no  success.  In  fact 
whenever  such  information  was  of- 
fered, it  was  resented.  Needless  to 
say,  this  lack  of  interest  and  cooper- 
ation between  production  and  exhibi- 
tion, and  I might  add  distribution,  has 
cost  this  industry  more  time,  effort  and 
money  than  any  other  single  contri- 
buting factor. 

'Tt,  therefore,  became  apparent  to 
the  men  in  control  of  the  various  com- 
panies that  a closer  relationship  be- 
tween these  branches  must  be  estab- 
lished if  our  business  was  to  operate 
more  efficiently  and  economically. 
They  realized  that  the  men  who  for 
years  have  sold  pictures  to  the  pub- 
lic were  an  integral  part  of  our  busi- 
ness— their  knowledge  and  showman- 
ship and  judgment  of  the  possibili- 


ties of  story  and  star  value  at  the  box- 
office  were  very  valuable  and  should 
be  used,  instead  of  ignored.  They 
also  realized  that  the  only  way  this 
could  be  accomplished  was  by  forcibly 
injecting  mea  with  this  experience  into 
top  executive  positions,  which  they 
proceeded  to  do,  much  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  all  concerned.  The  results,  so 
far  achieved  have  been  very  gratify- 
ing and,  in  a few  instances,  have 
been  outstanding.  This  has  been 
going  on  now  for  the  past  four  years 
and  today  quite  a number  of  major 
companies  have  men  with  exhibition 
experience  at  the  head  of  production 
and  distribution  organizations. 

"Producers  are  now  learning  that 
all  of  the  knowledge  and  experience 
is  not  concentrated  in  Hollywood  and 
there  are  others  who  can  make  valu- 
able contributions  if  given  the  op- 
portunity. There  is  no  reason  why 
every  branch  of  this,  business  should 
not  work  in  close  harmony  and  co- 
operate— no  single  individual  can  be 
so  wise  as  not  to  be  willing  to  ac- 
cept additional  information,  based  on 
experience,  that  might  aid  him  in 
achieving  greater  success. 

Eye  to  Tomorrow 

"What  has  happened  in  the  past 
four  years  to  change  and  improve  the 
deep-rooted  precedents  is  only  a be- 
ginning. There  is  opportunity  and 
necessity  for  additional  efforts  in  this 
direction.  It  is,  obvious  we  cannot 
continue  to  produce  pictures  regard- 
less of  cost — that  with  the  proper  ex- 
perience as  a guide  would  never  be 
made,  or  if  they  were,  would  be  vast- 
ly improved.  The  fact  is,  the  producer, 
if  he  had  sufficient  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, or  someone  around  him  who 
had,  would  achieve  a much  better 
average  of  entertainment  value. 

"There  are  signs  that  the  producer 
is  beginning  to  be  cognizant  of  what 
has  been  going  on  these  past  years 
and  is  changing  his  attitude,  as  well 
as  accepting  advice  from  sources  he 
previously  ignored.  This  is  unquesr 
ably  helping  him  to  make  bet- 
ter pictures.  To  many  others  who 
are  still  resenting  this  aid  it  should 
become  apparent  that  they  cannot 
continue  to  ignore  the  exhibition 
branch  of  our  business  and  hope  to 
produce  worthwhile  pictures.  It  is 
time  to  cease  guessing  and  utilize 
available  facts. 

"Getting  more  exhibition  brains  into 
production  and  distribution  is  going 
to  aid  materially  in  the  future  prog- 
ress of  our  industry." 

House  Ad 

In  a recent  piece  of  trade  paper 
copy  Fox  Movietone  News  declared 
"News  is  Boxoffice."  With  complete 
lack  of  modesty  in  the  paraphrasx 
ing,  we  add  ".  . . and  BOXOFFICE 
Is  News."  From  the  big  towns  and 
the  little  ones  and  proven  every 
week  of  the  year  as  a happy  family 
of  thousands  demonstrates. 
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SOLO  FEATURES  ON  AGAIN  IN  GREATER  N.  Y 
RKO  WOULD  USE  STAGE  NAMES  AS  ADDED  DRAW 


Major  Chain  May  Rotate 
Its  Attractions  Over  21 
Units  for  Half  Week 

New  York — Moves  to  reinstate  single  ^ 
features,  long  in  the  rumored  stage,  will 
be  initiated  in  the  fall  locally  if  plans  now 
being  developed  materialize  in  the  next 
few  weeks. 

RKO  executives  have  been  mulling  over 
the  idea  for  the  past  few  months  and  are 
understood  working  on  plans  whereby 
stage  names,  such  as  Katherine  Cornell, 
Tallulah  Bankhead,  Katharine  Hepburn, 
Judith  Anderson  and  others  now  appear- 
ing in  successful  Broadway  shows,  would 
be  booked  to  appear  twice  a day  in  con- 
densed versions  of  the  shows. 

The  major  circuit  is  planning  to  rotate 
the  shows  in  approximately  21  theatres 
for  the  big  half  of  the  week,  which  is  five 
days,  and  play  double  features  for  the  other 
two  days.  Under  the  plan,  the  21  theatres 
would  open  with  a strong  feature  and  at 
2 p.  m.,  the  stage  show,  which  will  run 
about  an  hour,  would  then  go  on.  This 
would  be  followed  by  picture  showings 
until  8:30  p.  m.,  when  the  stage  show 
would  go  on  again,  followed  by  the  pic- 
ture until  closing.  Admissions  may  be 
scaled  at  40  and  50  cents. 

William  Howard,  booker  for  the  RKO 
circuit,  returned  Monday  from  a vacation 
and  since  then  has  been  conferring  with 
John  J.  O’Connor,  Fred  Meyers  and  Max 
Fellerman  on  the  newly  projected  policy. 

RKO  executives  are  figuring  on  52  pic- 
tures less  by  the  plan  which  also  would 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Eyes  on  the  Fall — 

George  J.  Schaefer,  finally  elected 
president  of  Radio-Keith-Orpheum, 
and  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  of 
the  subsidiary  RKO  Distributing  Corp. 
as  they  left  New  York  for  Hollywood 
to  take  a gander  at  several  of  the 
company’s  bigger  fall  releases.  They 
declare  they  will  return  to  their  com- 
mands m New  York  in  two  weeks. 


provide  a stronger  picture  for  the  two- 
day  double  bill,  it  is  said. 

The  idea  is  something  new  in  local 
showmanship  and  credited  at  RKO  to  a de- 
mand by  the  public  for  more  than  one  or 


Condensed  Versions  of 
Broadway  Hit  Shows 
In  Tentative  Plans 

two  pictures  at  neighborhood  theatres.  It 
is  figured  many  patrons  desire  to  see  the 
successful  Broadway  shows  but  cannot  af- 
ford the  tariff.  The  RKO  plan  will  not 
only  afford  a condensed  version  of  these 
legitimate  attractions,  but  also  a top  fea- 
ture from  the  RKO  booking  lineup.  The 
stage  shows  will  be  moved  from  one  thea- 
tre to  another  for  at  least  100  days’  book- 
ing if  such  schedules  can  be  arranged  with 
Broadway  producers. 

National  Theatres  and  Paramount  from 
time  to  time  have  booked  roadshow  com- 
panies of  outstanding  Broadway  plays,  but 
(Continued  on  page  26) 


RKO  Drops  Majestic  in 
Columbus  From  Chain 

New  York — RKO  has  dropped  another 
theatre,  the  Majestic  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
which  has  been  leased  for  10  years  to  High 
Street  Amusement  Co.,  of  which  Maury 
White  is  president. 

The  circuit’s  Shubert,  Cincinnati,  re- 
opened July  28,  after  being  dark  several 
weeks,  and  the  Colonial,  Dayton,  relight- 
ed August  4.  Other  reopenings  scheduled 
are  the  Alden,  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  and  Albee, 
Providence,  August  17;  Palace,  Chicago, 
August  11;  Orpheum,  Kansas  City,  August 
18;  Strand,  Syracuse,  August  25;  Orpheum, 
Champaign,  111.,  September  8. 


First  Published  Photograph  of  the  RKO  World's  Fair  Lounge — cosn.o  sn, 

A New  York  mecca  for  visiting  exhibitors  in  increasing  numbers,  this  is  what  they  see  when  they  arrive  at  the  RKO  Build- 
ing. The  lounge,  of  course,  is  in  charge  of  H.  M.  Richey.  He’s  the  chap  readers  see  in  many  of  the  shots  of  exhibitor  guests 
published  regularly  in  Boxoffice. 
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No  Underwriting  Plan  Yet  Set 
For  the  Court-Released  RKO 


New  York  — No  RKO  underwriting 
agreement  was  forthcoming  at  the  hear- 
ing before  Federal  Judge  William  Bondy, 
but  Col.  Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  represent- 
ing the  Atlas  Company,  proponents  of  the 
plan  for  reorganization,  told  the  court  that 
Floyd  B.  Odium,  president  of  the  company, 
had  informed  him  Atlas  is  willing  at  any 
time  within  the  next  60  days  to  under- 
write the  new  RKO  stock  for  as  many 
shares  as  is  necessary  to  reach  the  $1,- 
500.000  as  provided  by  the  plan. 

The  price  is  not  yet  determined  and 
Odium  is  willing  to  have  the  judge  fix  the 
price  or  have  the  board  of  directors  deter- 
mine it.  As  for  compensation  for  under- 
writing, Odium  also  is  willing  to  leave  that 
part  to  the  court,  have  it  fixed  now  or  wait 
until  the  company  puts  in  its  bill  for  its 
services  in  the  reorganization.  Judge 
Bondy  declared  he  would  not  want  to  fix 
the  price  until  all  persons  involved  have 
had  a chance  to  have  their  say. 

The  judge  then  was  informed  by  Rick- 
aby that  the  price  of  the  new  stock  would 
probably  be  under  the  market  price  of  the 
stock  on  the  curb  as  it  was  intended  as 
a valuable  right  for  unsecured  creditors. 
It  is  believed  an  approximate  figure  will 
be  $3.  Rickaby  also  disclosed  the  certifi- 
cate of  incorporation  of  the  reorganized 
RKO  had  been  filed  a week  ago  in  Dela- 
ware. 

This  will  call  for  the  issuance  of  $130,- 
000  shares  of  preferred  stock — the  plan 
calls  for  $127,000 — and  8,000,000  shares  of 
common.  The  common  will  be  broken  down 
by  giving  602,697  to  the  old  debenture 
holders,  400,000  to  Rockefeller  Center,  Inc., 
and  800,000  for  unsecured  claims.  The 
old  common  will  rate  429,593  shares  and 
the  new  stock  to  be  offered  the  unsecured 
creditors  will  be  500,000  shares.  The  re- 
serve for  conversion  on  the  preferred  will 
be  1,040,000  shares  of  common  and  the 
reserve  for  option  warrants  for  the  com- 
mon stock,  2,577,554. 

The  management  will  get  250,000  shares 
and  option  warrants,  making  a total  of  a 
little  under  6,600,000  shares. 


Schaefer  Denies  Coastal 
Trip  Is  Base  Switch 

New  York — As  he  left  New  York  for 
Hollywood,  RKO  President  George  J. 
Schaefer  spared  little  emphasis  in  deny- 
ing his  visit  to  the  studios  portended  even 
a temporary  switch  in  headquarters.  He 
was  accompanied  by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution. 

For  weeks  before  Schaefer  and  Depinet 
departed,  rumors  persisted  the  RKO  head 
planned  to  remain  west  for  a substantial 
period,  perhaps  up  to  two  months.  The 
idea  is  supposed  to  have  been  actuated  by 
the  success  attributed  to  the  personal 
touch  and  impetus  given  to  production  at 
Universal  City  by  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  its 
president,  who  has  been  at  the  studios  for 
almost  two  months  and  who  makes  fre- 
quent and  lengthy  trips  to  the  coast. 

To  round  out  the  rumors,  Depinet  was 
slated  to  be  in  complete  charge  of  the  New 
York  office  while  Schaefer  remained  on 
the  coast.  The  vice-president,  when  asked 
about  this,  denied  it.  He  said  the  only 
interest  in  going  west  was  to  look  at  “In 
Name  Only,”  “Fifth  Avenue  Girl,”  and 
“Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  all  of  which  are 
finished,  and  to  discuss  plans  on  “Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame,”  “Allegheny  Fron- 
tier,” “Vigil  in  the  Night”  and  “Abe  Lin- 
coln in  Illinois.” 

Neutral  Men  Would  Hold 
Arbitration  Balance 

• Continued  from  page  19) 
brother,  Spyros,  left  Monday  night  for  the 
coast.  Frank  Newman  sr.,  head  of  Ever- 
green States,  another  National  Theatres’ 
subsidiary,  left  the  same  night  for  Seattle 
where  he  makes  his  headquarters.  Rick 
Ricketson,  Denver;  E.  C.  Rhoden, 
Kansas  City,  and  Harold  Fitzgerald,  Mil- 
waukee, all  have  gone  back  to  their  terri- 
tories after  discussing  new  product  deals 
and  clearances  involved. 


Skouras  Goes  West 
Very,  Very  Bullish 

New  York — Charles  Skouras  expects 
Fox  West  Coast  business  to  be  “better  than 
last  year.”  Before  departing  for  the  coast 
the  circuit  executive  told  Boxoffice  busi- 
ness for  the  first  six  months  is  “as  good 
as  last  year.”  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
son,  Charles  jr. 

AU  phases  of  the  new  trade  practice  code 
clearance  arbitration  board  setup  are 
satisfactory  to  the  circuit,  Skouras  said. 
FWC  had  been  charged  with  delaying  com- 
pletion of  the  code  by  objecting  to  being 
precluded  from  representation  on  arbitra- 
tion boards  in  cases  where  20th  Century- 
Fox,  which  has  an  interest  in  the  circuit, 
would  be  involved.  Skouras  dismissed  the 
charge  by  saying  “we  tried  to  offer  some 
suggestions.” 

If  and  when  the  code  is  generally 
adopted,  the  arbitration  system  set  up  by 
the  ITO  of  Southern  California  about  a 
year  ago  to  settle  disputes  between  its 
members,  all  independents  and  FWC  will 
be  abandoned,  Skouras  said. 

Five  and  ten-cent  reductions  at  first 
runs  in  San  Francisco  and  Oakland,  in- 
stituted about  a month  ago,  are  “working 
out  all  right,”  he  observed,  adding  there 
is  no  disposition  to  raise  the  scales  to 
former  levels.  As  to  a reduction  on  a 
blanket  scale,  Skouras  said  this  was  not 
even  being  remotely  considered. 

In  justifying  reinstatement  of  cash 
games  where  the  practice  had  been  aban- 
doned about  a month  ago  as  an  experi- 
ment, Skouras  said:  “There  are  not  enough 
good  pictures  to  go  around.  The  patrons 
are  losing  the  habit  of  going  to  the  thea- 
tres. We  don’t  want  them  to  lose  this 
habit,  so  we  are  playing  games  again,  even 
if  we  lose  money  doing  it.” 

The  chain  has  three  new  houses  under 
construction  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  and 
is  planning  two  more  in  southern  Cali- 
fornia, Skouras  said. 

He  declared  new  season  product  deals 
have  been  “practically  closed.”  They  are 
for  three  years.  The  circuit  will  play  War- 
ner product  in  some  spots,  but  Skouras 
added  that  deals  have  not  yet  been  signed. 


RKO  Plans  Lead  in  N.  Y. 
Single  Feature  Try 

(Continued  from  page  23) 
without  picture  attractions.  These  usually 
are  for  one  and  two-day  stands. 

Harry  Brandt,  head  of  the  Brandt  cir- 
cuit of  70  theatres,  is  understood  planning 
to  revive  vaudeville  in  about  20  Greater 
New  York  houses  starting  Labor  Day.  Band 
names  also  will  be  employed.  Where 
“flesh”  is  booked,  the  second  feature  will 
be  dropped,  it  is  stated.  Brandt  experi- 
mented with  band  names  at  the  Carlton, 
Brooklyn,  last  spring,  and  temporarily 
discontinued  the  idea  for  the  summer.  At 
the  time,  he  said  he  would  expand  the 
idea  if  it  proved  successful.  The  Audubon, 
upper  Manhattan  and  Windsor,  Bronx, 
are  among  the  theatres  which  are  expected 
to  have  acts  this  fall,  with  other  houses 
being  lined  up. 


Describes  Chaplin  as  a ”Moses'' 

Hollywood — Charlie  Chaplin  is  revealed  as  a ''20th  century  Moses"  to  tens  of 
thousands  of  Jews  awaiting  a chance  to  leave  Germany,  the  United  Press  reports 
from  Vienna.  The  title  was  bestowed  upon  Chaplin  by  the  Jews 
themselves  for  many  of  whom  Chaplin's  financial  aid  provides 
the  only  chance  to  begin  a new  life  overseas,  the  dispatch 
continues. 

"After  devoting  all  the  continental  royalties  from  his  films 
to  Jewish  relief,  Chaplin  is  sponsoring  a fund  said  to  run  into 
several  million  dollars  to  enable  German  Jews  to  emigrate  to 
other  countries  while  awaiting  their  turn  to  enter  the  United 
States. 

"According  to  Jewish  quarters  in  Vienna,  a part  of  this  fund 
recently  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Jewish  community  in 
Milan,  Italy,  where  German  Jews  may  wait  until  permitted  to 
emigrate  to  other  countries.  For  each  of  1,000  Jews  who  left 
Germany  under  this  arrangement  last  week,  the  Milan  Jews 
posted  a $50  bond  with  the  Italian  government  so  that  the  Jews 
would  not  become  public  charges  in  Italy.  Milanese  Jews  also  house  and  feed 
the  immigrants." 
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RALPH 

BELLA 


RANDOLPH  FRANCES 

SCOTT* DEE* 


lUT  OF  RAGING  SEAS  AND  HOWLING  GALES 


Screen  play  by  Richard  Maiba 
Albert  Duffy,  Harry  Segall 
Directed  by 

EDWARD  LUDWia 

A COLUMBIA 
PICTURE 


Ufilorgettable  hearl- 
^tohs  for  Ihe  roman- 
tic! Roaring  action 
for  the  adventurous ! 
Inspiring  thrills  for 
every  American!  A 
sure-fire  hit  for  your 
boxoff  ice!  A great  big 
thundering  produc- 
tion ...  to  bring  sag- 
ging Summer  grosses 
back  with  a bang! 


Is  Born  The  Mighty 
Drama  of  Americans 
'^Navy  of  Mercy^^! 

" Heroes  all... of  sea, 
land  and  air... ever 
ready  for  danger. . . 
or  love  ...from  the 
Equator  to  th^  PoleL 


Allas  RKO  Holdings 
Revealed  in  Report 

New  York — Atlas  holdings  in  RKO,  as 
of  June  30  last,  amounted  to  $2,169,850 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum  debentures  at  six 
per  cent  due  1941,  represented  by  full- 
paid  certificates,  and  $268,776  in  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  six  per  cent  debentures 
due  1941,  which  had  a combined  market 
value  of  $1,639,976.29  on  June  30,  accord- 
ing to  a six  months’  report  issued  by  the 
company.  In  common  stocks,  the  com- 
pany held  17,400  shares,  which  had  a 
market  value  of  $28,275  in  addition  to  an- 
other group  of  RKO  stock  purchased  at 
$310,412  and  which  had  a market  value 
on  June  30  of  $504,419.96.  The  latter 
stocks  are  represented  by  full-paid  certifi- 
cates. 

Preferred  stocks  held  in  Paramount 
totaled  4,300  of  six  per  cent  cumulative 
first  preferred,  valued  at  $382,700  on  June 
30,  and  5,000  in  second  preferred  six  per 
cent  cumulative  stock  valued  at  $45,000. 

In  regard  to  the  $1,106,000  principal 
amount  of  six  per  cent  gold  notes,  past 
due,  and  $1,254,626.05  principal  amount  of 
unsecured  claim  against  RKO,  the  Atlas 
report  states:  “The  amended  reorganiza- 
tion plan  of  RKO  approved  by  the  federal 
court  on  January  17,  1939  provides  that 
there  will  be  received  $481,000  par  value 
of  new  $100  par  preferred  stock  and  24,050 
shares  of  new  common  stock  for  $481,000 
of  notes  due  in  1933;  62,500  shares  of  new 
common  stock  for  the  remaining  $625,000 
notes  due  in  1934,  1935  and  1936,  and  ap- 
proximately 125,462  shares  of  new  com- 
mon stock  for  the  unsecured  claim.” 

Blank  and  RKO  to  End 
Pool  in  Des  Moines 

Des  Moines,  Ia. — A.  H.  Blank  and  RKO 
will  dissolve  a five-year  pooling  arrange- 
ment here  Labor  Day,  two  years  ahead 
of  schedule,  by  mutual  agreement. 

Dissatisfaction  in  the  last  few  months 
is  said  to  be  the  reason  for  the  Orpheum 
reverting  to  RKO  operation  and  the  Des 
Moines  and  Roosevelt  to  Central  and  Tri- 
States.  RKO  also  operates  in  four  other 
towns  in  competition  to  Blank. 

With  the  return  of  Blank  and  his  son, 
Raymond,  from  New  York,  the  head  of  the 
Central  and  Tri-States  says  he  will  hold 
the  annual  managers’  meeting  in  mid- 
September.  Des  Moines  most  likely  will 
be  the  meeting  place. 

While  in  the  east.  Blank  conferred  with 
Barney  Balaban,  head  of  Paramount,  urg- 
ing the  resumption  of  regular  meetings 
among  the  theatre  pai’tners.  While  Bala- 
ban has  not  committed  himself,  indication 
is  the  Paramount  president  will  call  a 
general  gathering  of  the  partners  in  the 
fall,  possibly  in  New  York. 


Brauer  to  India 

New  York — Leroy  Brauer,  formerly  in 
charge  of  Japan  for  Universal,  will  be 
shifted  to  India  where  he  replaces  John 
Taylor  as  general  manager.  This  makes 
the  second  change  in  the  Far  East  in  re- 
cent weeks  for  Universal.  Bob  Lurie  is 
new  general  manager  in  Japan. 


Change  LeRoy  Pact 
For  New  Duties 

Hollywood — With  Mervyn  LeRoy  hav- 
ing his  duties  changed  at  his  own  re- 
quest from  a supervisor  to  director  be- 
cause he  believes  he  is  better  suited 
for  the  latter,  his  long-term  contract 
with  M-G-M,  it  is  reliably  reported,  has 
been  altered  to  meet  the  new  working 
provisions.  While  the  news  only  broke 
this  week,  it  has  been  a fact  for  some 
time. 

The  producer-director  has  completed 
“Wizard  of  Oz,"  which  goes  into  the 
Capitol,  New  York,  August  17.  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Judy  Garland  are  due  to 
leave  for  the  east  shortly  to  appear  at 
the  Broadway  showwindow  in  connec- 
tion with  the  film.  It  is  all  in  color.  Le- 
Roy's  next  is  not  set.  He  may  go  to 
New  York  for  a vacation  after  putting 
the  final  seal  on  “Wizard." 


Podell  Disqualilication 
Notice  Action  Waits 

New  York — No  action  has  been  taken 
by  major  company  attorneys  on  the  David 
L.  Podell  disqualification  notice  in  the 
government  suit.  Film  lawyers  have  not 
reached  a decision  whether  to  accept  the 
disqualification  or  permit  Podell  to  act  on 
behalf  of  the  government  in  the  action, 
trial  date  for  which  was  argued  Thmsday 
before  Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox. 

Podell  was  previously  connected  with 
the  industry  when  he  made  a survey  for 
all  the  companies  on  the  coast  and  sub- 
mitted his  recommendations.  He  also  was 
associated  with  Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount 
chairman,  as  his  personal  counselor  at  the 
time  of  the  stockholders  action  against  the 
directors.  These  may  be  sufficient  cause  to 
disqualify  the  attorney.  However,  before 
going  further  into  the  government’s  case, 
Podell  has  made  his  position  clear  as  to 
his  background  so  that  there  can  be  no 
arguments  later,  if  distributor  lawyers  fail 
to  act  on  the  disqualification  angle. 

Bernstein  Extends  Maine 
Stay:  Rubin  to  Cruise 

New  York  — David  Bernstein,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer  of  Loew’s,  will  not 
return  from  his  Maine  vacation  until 
after  Labor  Day.  He  has  been  away  about 
a month.  J.  Robert  Rubin,  M-G-M  gen- 
eral counsel,  is  planning  a vacation  abroad, 
hoping  to  leave  after  Labor  Day.  It  is 
understood  there  is  some  objection  to 
Rubin’s  traveling  in  Europe  at  this  time 
because  of  conditions.  Bernstein  had  been 
figuring  on  a trip  across  the  briny  when 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president,  asked  him 
to  forego  the  voyage. 


Free  FHA  Short 

New  York — The  Federal  Housing  Ad- 
ministration is  distributing  gratis  the  Tech- 
nicolor one-reeler,  “Miracles  of  Moderniza- 
tion,” which  was  reviewed  in  the  July  15 
issue  of  Boxoffice,  from  its  New  York 
office.  William  Waldholz  is  chief  of  mo- 
tion picture  distribution  for  the  FHA.  'The 
review  erroneously  listed  FHA  as  sponsor. 


Warner  Ad  Focus  on 
Cooperative  Style 

New  York  — Warner  advertising  and 
publicity  for  new  season  product  will  be 
concentrated  mainly  on  cooperative  ad- 
vertising, according  to  Mort  Blumenstock, 
eastern  advertising  manager,  who  says 
there  will  be  more  money  available  for 
this  medium  than  ever  before. 

Blumenstock  is  back  from  a month’s 
visit  to  the  coast  where  he  conferred  with 
S.  Charles  Einfeld  on  budgets  and  future 
plans.  The  department  is  planning  to  en- 
large its  field  staff  where  special  treat- 
ment is  required,  he  said.  Exploiteers  will 
be  selected  from  within  the  department 
for  the  new  assignments. 

One  of  the  company’s  new  services  to 
exhibitors  is  a “Showmen’s  Manual”  con- 
taining advance  information  on  1939-40 
features  and  shorts.  In  it  is  a resume  of 
the  exhibitor  and  newspaper  services  avail- 
able for  preparing  advance  season  cam- 
paigns. 

An  accompanying  letter,  over  the  signa- 
ture of  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 
manager,  says  the  attractions  listed  “are 
the  materialization  of  our  company’s  moti- 
vating thought,  ‘Quality  Is  Not  a Passing 
Fashion,’  and  are  being  offered  ‘on  a fair 
“live-and-let  live”  basis’.” 


Republic  in  Three  of 
Five  Chain  Divisions 

New  York — Republic  has  closed  with 
National  Theatres  for  three  of  its  five  divi- 
sions with  James  R.  Grainger  and  Grover 
C.  Parsons,  the  latter  coast  division  man- 
ager for  Republic,  and  William  T.  Powers, 
chief  buyer,  and  George  Balsdon  sitting  in 
for  the  circuit.  The  divisions  covered  are 
the  Pacific  coast,  which  includes  Los 
Angeles  and  San  Francisco;  the  northwest, 
covering  Seattle,  Portland  and  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  the  Rocky  Mountain  region, 
which  includes  Denver. 

This  is  the  fifth  consecutive  year  Repub- 
lic has  concluded  arrangements  for  these 
National  Theatres  areas.  Grainger,  after 
finishing  the  deal,  left  for  Gloversville  to 
attend  the  Schine  convention,  while  Par- 
sons returned  to  his  San  Francisco  office. 
Grainger  returned  Friday  from  upstate. 

Skirball-Columbia  Deal 
For  Two  Is  Expected 

Hollywood — Jack  Skirball,  former  GN 
vice-president  in  charge  of  production,  in 
association  with  John  Wildberg,  attorney, 
is  expected  to  sign  a two-picture  distribu- 
tion deal  with  Columbia. 

Each  film  is  budgeted  at  $300,000  and 
the  deal  calls  for  delivery  at  six-month 
intervals.  A local  bank  and  Erpi  are  said 
to  be  putting  up  most  of  the  cash. 

Sinclair  Lewis’s  “Angela  Is  22”  is  to  be 
the  initial  production,  to  be  followed  by 
Ursula  Parrott’s  “For  All  of  Our  Lives.” 
Under  the  terms,  production  will  be  in  the 
east. 

Meanwhile,  Columbia  is  said  to  be 
negotiating  for  Tony  Martin  to  appear  in 
one. 
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CHARGE  GOV'T  TRIES  TO  TIE  UP  LAWYERS 
LEGAL  MAZE  TO  FORCE  TRIAL  OF  MAJOR 


IN 

SHIT 

Point  Out  Suits  Already 
Taxing  Personnel  of 
Legal  Departments 


Major  Attorneys  Asking 
March  Trial  Instead 
Of  November  Date 


New  York — Charges  that  the  govern- 
ment is  attempting  to  tie  up  the  industry’s 
legal  forces  by  keeping  them  actively  en- 
gaged in  other  suits  while  trying,  at  the 
same  time,  to  force  a showdown  on  the 
all-inclusive  anti-trust  action  were  made 
by  several  of  the  major  company  counsel 
this  week  as  they  appeared  before  Senior 
Judge  John  C.  Knox  in  federal  court  here. 

Unable  to  reach  a trial  date  at  confer- 
ences with  Paul  Williams,  assistant  to  the 
attorney  general  and  in  charge  of  the  all- 
industry suit,  the  attorneys  appeared  be- 
fore the  senior  judge  to  ask  for  a March 
trial  date  rather  than  November  1,  the 
date  demanded  by  Williams.  The  gov- 
ernment met  with  representatives  of  six 
major  companies  collectively  and  with  UA 
and  Columbia  counsel  privately.  Both  UA 
and  Columbia  have  been  acting  indepen- 
dently all  during  the  preliminary  pro- 
ceedings and  intend  to  so  follow  through 
to  the  end. 

Pressing  Elsewhere 

By  the  government  seeking  a November 
date,  the  industry’s  attorneys  pointed  out 
to  the  court  that  Thurman  Arnold’s  men 
are  pressing  for  an  early  trial  in  Okla- 
homa City,  where  the  Griffith  circuits  are 
co-defendants  with  distributors  and  in 
Chicago  where  Federal  Judge  James  Wilk- 
erson  has  set  September  29  for  resumption 
of  hearings  in  the  B&K  case  abandoned 
for  the  summer. 

In  addition.  Judge  William  H.  Kirkpat- 
rick in  Philadelphia  has  designated  Au- 
gust 14  as  the  definite  date  for  taking  af- 
fidavits, with  briefs  slated  to  be  filed  Sep- 
tember 1 in  the  Vineland  anti-trust 
charges. 

While  the  government  is  not  involved 
in  the  Quaker  City  action  filed  by  Eugene 
Mori,  Seymour  Krieger  sat  through  all 
the  hearings  when  arguments  by  both 
sides  were  heard  on  preliminary  injunc- 
tive moves.  Krieger  has  been  among  the 
most  active  FBI  men  investigating  exhi- 
bitor complaints  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  country.  Film  company  counsel  no- 
ticed him  in  the  court  room  close  to  State 
Senator  Harry  Shapiro  and  William  B. 
Rudenko,  counsel  for  the  Landis  Theatre. 

It  is  expected  reference  to  this  case  will 
be  made  in  the  all-industry  suit,  based  on 
the  information  in  previous  anti-trust  suits 
decided  by  the  courts  and  mentioned  in 
the  government’s  bills  of  particulars. 

Another  point  made  by  distributor  coun- 
sel is  that  the  government  revealed  so  lit- 
tle, if  anything  at  all,  in  its  bills  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  a day-by-day  prep- 
aration of  the  case,  contending  there  is 
no  telling  from  the  information  supplied 
what  the  government  will  introduce  or 


Still  Not  a Chance 
For  O' Mahoney 

Washington — Despite  Senator  O'Ma- 
honey's  effort  to  get  action,  the  bill 
seeking  to  make  corporations,  their 
officers  and  directors  financially  re- 
sponsible for  anti-trust  violations,  by 
every  sign,  will  not  be  accorded  con- 
sideration until  Congress  reconvenes  in 
January. 

'Trust-Busling"  Will 
Hold  T.  Arnold 

Washington — Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Thurman  W.  Arnold  will  continue  to 
serve  as  head  of  the  anti-trust  division 
and  has  no  intention  of  resigning  to  re- 
turn to  Yale  University,  according  to  asso- 
ciates in  the  department  of  justice. 

Commenting  upon  reports  which  have 
long  been  current  that  Arnold  in  Septem- 
ber would  return  to  his  teaching  at  New 
Haven,  colleagues  at  the  department  say 
that,  far  from  thinking  of  resigning,  he  is 
planning  new  moves  against  monopoly  in 
a number  of  fields. 

His  determination  to  stay  with  the  de- 
partment, it  was  said,  has  been  intensified 
by  the  recent  dismissal  of  three  important 
anti-trust  cases,  which  he  plans  to  appeal. 
Two  of  the  cases  are  considered  exceed- 
ingly important,  one  involving  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Ass’n  and  the  other  an  alleged 
milk  monopoly. 


who  will  be  among  its  leading  witnesses. 

What  is  seen  as  boomeranging  on  the 
government  is  the  recent  announcement 
from  Washington  that  a number  of  other 
suits  are  contemplated,  including  the 
Schine  action,  scheduled  for  this  month  in 
Buffalo,  and  the  contempt  of  decree  pro- 
ceedings against  Fox  West  Coast  in  Los 
Angeles.  Film  counsel  contend  these  suits 
and  others  to  be  instituted  require  the 
immediate  services  of  lawyers  for  prelim- 
inary motions,  et  al.,  necessary  in  import- 
ant cases.  And  since  all  anti-trust  cases 
are  regarded  as  vitally  important,  there 
can  be  no  concentration  on  an  individual 
case.  And  certainly,  it  is  held,  the  all-in- 
dustry suit  will  require  the  undivided  time 
of  every  available  home  office  attorney, 
plus  additional  counsel  retained  especially 
to  assist  such  prominent  attorneys  as  Col. 
William  Donovan,  John  W.  Davis,  former 
Judge  Thacher,  Dennis  F.  O’Brien,  and 
others. 

Apparently,  some  industry  observers  be- 
lieve, the  government  prides  itself  on  such 
tactics.  Reflection  is  made  on  the  St. 
Louis  case  several  years  ago.  Shortly  after 
the  criminal  proceedings  were  begun  in 
court,  it  is  stated,  an  equity  action  was 


filed  in  the  same  federal  court.  During 
the  criminal  hearings  in  St.  Louis,  the 
attorney  general  with  headquarters  in  Jef- 
ferson City,  Mo.,  started  a third  action. 
Repercussions  of  the  attorney  general’s 
move  now  are  being  heard  in  the  Mound 
City  where  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  has  started 
suit  to  recover  payments  made  to  John  S. 
Leahy,  who  represented  him  at  the  time. 
This  case  will  move  along  in  the  fall  and, 
according  to  Arthur  now  in  New  York, 
will  prove  interesting  in  that  it  will  show 
how  he  tried  to  stop  the  Jefferson  City 
suit  from  being  filed. 

The  three  anti-trust  suits  filed  in  one 
week — one  in  Birmingham,  Ala.;  the  sec- 
ond in  Houston,  Tex.,  and  the  third  in 
Baltimore,  Md. — name  distributors  as  de- 
fendants which  means  more  work  for 
home  office  attorneys. 

From  Chicago  comes  word  Lewis  Jacob- 
son, attorney  for  Frank  Ford,  has  been 
taking  deposition  this  week  from  Sam 
Meyers,  co-defendant  with  B&K  and 
major  distributors.  This  is  a suit  charging 
violation  of  the  Sherman  act  and  is  not 
connected  with  the  independents’  action. 

Boston  Suit  Rolls  On 

In  Boston,  Louis  Simon,  booker  for 
Morse  & Rothenberg,  continues  to  tell  his 
experiences  with  sales  executives  in  con- 
nection with  several  New  Jersey  and  up- 
state New  York  houses  operated  by  the 
circuit.  The  case  has  been  going  on  for 
months  with  George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for 
the  independent  operators,  unrelenting  in 
his  prosecution.  He  also  represents  A.  B. 
Momand  who  has  a triple  damage  action 
pending  in  Oklahoma  City.  This  case  is 
due  to  be  tried  in  September  before  Judge 
A.  P.  Murrah.  Judge  Vaught  is  scheduled 
to  listen  to  the  government’s  suit  against 
the  Griffiths  and  distributors  about  then. 

While  it  is  true  the  government  filed  the 
all-industry  complaint  July  20,  1938,  long 
before  many  of  the  anti-trust  suits  now 
on  court  calendars  throughout  the  coun- 
try were  filed,  distributor  attorneys  claim 
they  are  finding  it  rather  difficult  to  keep 
in  touch  with  all  that  is  going  on.  Addi- 
tional counsel  has  been  employed  by  every 
company  and,  notwithstanding,  it  appears 
more  men  will  be  retained  before  the  hear- 
ings on  the  “big”  suit  get  under  way. 

Spyros  Skouras  was  in  Washington,  July 
28,  conferring  with  Arnold  in  connection 
with  the  contemplated  contempt  proceed- 
ings against  FWC.  Previously  the  Na- 
tional Theatres’  operating  head  had  held 
sessions  with  Williams. 

Because  the  government  is  not  a party 
to  all  the  anti-trust  actions  now  pending, 
distributors  say  they  are  entitled  to  and 
should  be  given  more  consideration. 
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A Milestone 


Schenck  s Return  West  Held 
Sign  Tax  Cases  Are  Clearing 


Private  Huddle  in  a Trainshed — 


-Metropolitan  Photos 


Whenever  Joseph  M.  Sehenek,  20th  Century-Fox’s  board  chairman,  arrives 
or  leaves  New  York,  his  brother,  Nicholas  M.,  president  of  Loew’s,  is  certain 
to  be  on  hand  for  a welcome  or  a goodbye,  as  the  case  may  be.  It  also  works 
in  reverse,  or  from  “Joe”  to  “Nick.”  This  candid  shot  was  made  a couple  of 
seconds  before  the  20th  Century  pulled  out  of  New  York  for  Chicago  with 
Joseph  M.  aboard,  en  route  to  Hollywood. 


Hollywood  — The  good  humor  which 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  displayed  as  he  chang- 
ed over  from  the  20th  Century  to  the  Su- 
per Chief  in  Chicago  en  route  here,  plus 
the  fact  that  he  has  returned  to  his  nor- 
mal capacities  at  the  20th  Century-Fox 
studio  after  a prolonged  stay  in  the  east, 
lead  to  the  impression  that  current  tax 
difficulties  with  the  government  either 
have  been  amicably  adjusted  or  are  on 
their  way. 

Schenck  has  been  involved  in  three 
cases.  One,  which  recently  hurried  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  and  William  Goetz  east  by 
plane,  concerns  these  three  and  three  oth- 
ers who  have  not  been  named  in  Wash- 
ington for  alleged  tax  deficiencies  in  con- 
nection with  the  merger  of  20th  Century 
and  Fox  Film.  The  second,  concerning 
labor  here,  involves  Schenck,  Arthur  W. 
Stebbins,  his  nephew;  and  William  Bioff, 
lATSE  leader  and  reportedly  deals  with 
failure  of  the  latter  to  report  payments 
presumably  received  from  Schenck.  The 
third  deals  with  Schenck’s  personal  taxes 
and  also  involves  Joseph  H.  Moskowitz, 
New  York  representative  of  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox studio. 


Upswing  in  the  Fall, 

Says  Joseph  Schenck 

Chicago — Joseph  M.  Schenck  was  en- 
thusiastic about  prospects  for  business  in 
the  fall  as  he  stopped  here  briefly  while 
en  route  to  Hollywood  for  conferences  on 
20th-Fox’s  new  season’s  product  schedule. 

The  20th-Fox  board  chairman  said  he 
had  “noticed  quite  an  improvement  in  the 
last  three  weeks,  with  exhibitors  in  a 
cheerful  frame  of  mind.  With  an  outstand- 
ing lineup  of  product  due,  fall  conditions 
should  be  even  better,”  he  declared. 

He  quashed  with  an  emphatic  “No”  a 


report  that  he  would  become  president  of 
20th-Fox,  with  Sidney  Kent  to  become 
chairman  of  the  board. 

Schenck,  who  said  he  would  spend  about 
four  months  on  the  west  coast,  termed 
Linda  Darnell,  who  appears  in  Elsa  Max- 
well’s “Hotel  for  Women,”  as  Darryl 
Zanuck’s  newest  find,  predicting  “she  will 
mean  a lot  at  the  boxoffice.” 

Three  New  Variety 
Units  in  the  Fall 

New  York — Formation  of  Variety  Clubs 
in  New  York,  Chicago  and  Los  Angeles 
will  get  under  way  in  the  fall,  according 
to  Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M  midwest  district 
manager  and  national  organizer  of  Variety 
under  John  H.  Harris,  national  president. 

Flynn  is  one  of  a committee  of  11  ap- 
pointed to  start  the  Chicago  organization. 
He  will  hold  a meeting  in  Chicago  in  mid- 
September  and  each  of  the  11  committee 
men  will  sponsor  five  men  who  will  be 
known  as  charter  members,  following  which 
applications  for  membership  will  be  taken. 

George  Hickey,  western  district  mana- 
ger for  M-G-M,  is  in  charge  of  the  coast 
Variety  Club  formation.  No  one  has  been 
delegated  to  handle  the  New  York  organ- 
ization, William  F.  Rodgers  having  been 
offered  the  post  but  declining  on  the 
ground  he  could  not  devote  the  proper 
amount  of  time  to  start  the  ball  rolling. 

Flynn  previously  organized  clubs  in  Al- 
bany, Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland  and 
Detroit. 


New  York — There  have  been  many  ad- 
venture films  with  the  African  veldt  as 
a background.  Tliere  also  have  been  some 
attempts  to  film  the  tender  story  of  Dr. 
David  Livingstone  and  the  exploits  of 
Henry  M.  Stanley,  cocky  New  York  Herald 
star  reporter.  But  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  has 
caught  the  scope  and  sweep  of  a familiar 
adventurous  episode  on  a canvas  with 
Spencer  Tracy  painted  as  the  fearless  and 
capable  news  sleuth;  Cedric  Hardwicke 
as  the  renowned  missionary  doctor,  believed 
dead;  Henry  Hull  as  the  scrupulous  and 
unswerving  publisher,  James  Gordon  Ben- 
nett jr.;  Charles  Coburn  as  publisher  of 
the  London  Globe  and  destined  to  stand 
by  the  death  of  the  famous  doctor  be- 
cause his  son,  Richard  Greene,  erroneous- 
ly reported  it;  Henry  'Ti’avers  as  father 
of  Nancy  Kelly  and  temporarily  in  charge 
of  the  executive  British  post  in  Africa, 
and  Walter  Brennan  as  the  gangling  to- 
bacco chewing  aide  of  Tracy’s. 

The  supporting  cast  is  not  to  be  over- 
looked, for  even  the  natives  in  their  gib- 
berish language  are  as  much  a part  of  the 
canvas  as  the  players  listed.  The  photog- 
raphy is  extraordinarily  good,  particularly 
the  long  range  sepia  shots  on  the  veldt 
and  the  closeups  of  Tracy  and  Hull,  which 
are  very  effective. 

Tracy’s  performance  is  outstanding  on 
more  counts  than  one.  His  speech  for  as- 
sistance on  behalf  of  Dr.  Livingstone  com- 
pares with  that  of  George  Arliss  as  “Dis- 
raeli” and  Paul  Muni  as  “Zola.”  Tliere  are 
some  who  may  think  Tracy’s  answer  to  his 
opponent’s  is  far  better  than  the  other  two. 

It  would  be  incomplete  not  to  mention 
Sir  Cedric’s  sincere  and  subtle  effort  as 
Dr.  Livingstone,  a shriveled  but  grossly 
content  creature  who  counsels  Tracy  as  he 
does  the  natives  and  wins  him  over,  as  he 
did  the  blacks.  To  Coburn,  Brennan  and 
Travers  also  a commentary  on  their  good 
work.  Miss  Kelly  and  Greene  imfor- 
tunately  do  not  appear  very  frequently 
but  their  parts,  as  small  as  they  are,  con- 
tribute generously  to  the  fabric  so  inter- 
estingly and  suspensefully  woven  by  20th- 
Fox’s  artisans.  Henry  King  produced  and 
has  delivered  a proud  production  to  Zanuck. 
Osa  Johnson,  who  with  her  late  husband, 
Martin  Johnson,  photographed  many  miles 
of  African  jungle  footage,  acted  as  tech- 
nical supervisor  on  the  Zanzibar  and  other 
native  background  material. 

One  feels  for  Tracy  when  he  comes 
back  after  finding  Dr.  Livingstone  alive 
and  partially  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
labors,  to  learn  Miss  Kelly  has  married 
Greene.  But  it  could  be  no  other  way  for 
the  reporter  who  has  been  away  almost 
two  years  and  is  destined  to  return  to 
Africa  as  the  doctor’s  aide. 

Such  is  the  story  of  the  fearless  re- 
porter, who  in  1870  scours  unconquered 
Wyoming  lands  and  braves  a slew  of  Indian 
tribes  to  get  an  exclusive  story  before  the 
president  of  the  United  States  is  informed. 
It  is  the  same  reporter  who  turns  down 
the  African  assignment,  but  becomes  sus- 
picious when  his  publisher  lets  it  drop 
quickly,  well  knowing  Tracy  will  pick  it  up 
as  soon  as  the  echo  dies  down.  Then  ad- 
venture, romance,  disappointment  in  love 
and  finally  adventure  again,  this  time  the 
real  thing  and  not  as  a reporter. 

— ORNSTEIN. 
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Joe  Bonaparte..  Ml.  WANTS 
TO  BE  A BIG  SHOT 


Lorna. ..SHWS  THE 
DAME  FROM  NEWARK 


LOVES  LORNA 


Fuseli.. Ml  WANTS 
A CHAMPION 


HE  WANTS  HIS  SON 


Roxy... HI 
THE  BOY  TO  WIN 


LOVES  SIGGIE 


Siggie... HI  LOVES 
THE  DUCHESS 


Tenderly. . .The  Screen 
Tells  A Heart-Warming 


Story  of  Emotional 

Conflict  and  Romance! 


MAf 


A ROUBEN  wvel'i" 

Screen  ploy  by  ,heoH«  P'°'' 

flosed  upon  'b' 


, 1oto°”:  ooEl^ 


Cowdin  Has  a Cure: 
100  Hils  Per  Year 


New  York — “If  the  industry  could  turn 
out  100  to  120  top  pictures  a year,  along 
with  secondai’y  product,  you  and  I would 
never  hear  the  expression  ‘bum  business.’  ” 

There’s  a curbstone  opinion  from  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the  Uni- 
versal board.  It  stems  from  a query  con- 
cerning the  state  of  Universal’s  business. 
In  Cowdin’s  opinion,  it  is  virtually  im- 
possible to  chart  the  rise  and  fall  of  reve- 
nue unless  a given  picture’s  entertainment 
value  in  1938  is  matched  in  1939,  and 
this  irrespective  of  general  economic  con- 
ditions. 

Offers  His  Help 

So  convinced  is  he  that  the  more  and 
better  entertainment  “we  can  give  John 
Jones  and  Mary  Smith’’  only  whets  the 
public’s  appetite  and  awakens  its  theatre- 
going consciousness  that  he  offered  “any 
help  I can  give  from  this  desk’’  toward 
that  end,  and  that  includes  competitors. 

“Universal  has  a niche  in  the  industry 
that  wUl  be  upheld  to  the  fullest,”  he  said. 
This  embraces  a policy  of  soimd,  moder- 
ately budgeted  pictures  that  provide  the 
fullest  possible  entertainment  to  the  larg- 
est number  of  patrons.  We  are  not  geared 
for  $2,000,000  productions,”  he  commented. 
“But  I applaud  the  ingenuity  of  any  com- 
pany whose  $2,000,000  films  clean  up.  And 
that  goes  for  every  good  picture  our  com- 
petitors make,  regardless  of  cost.  Once 
the  industry  has  the  public  believing  they 
will  enjoy  every  picture  they  see,  then  all 
the  links  in  the  chain  have  been  completed. 

Should  Look  at  Cause 

‘"The  picture  companies  get  a normal 
market  and  normal  revenue,  the  theatre 
owners  get  their  share  and  the  public  gets 
theirs.  But  instead  of  bemoaning  the 
fact  that  business  is  bad,  we  should  look 
at  the  cause.  This  will  usually  be  foimd 
in  the  quality  of  pictures.” 

Cowdin’s  disclosure  on  cause  and  effect 
was  brought  about  by  the  observation, 
gleaned  on  a recent  trip  abroad,  that  Eng- 
lish producers  are  making  higher  quality 
product  in  an  effort  to  maintain  domestic 
playing  time,  which  is  gradually  being 
threatened  by  American  companies  in  their 
effort  to  recoup  losses  caused  by  dwindling 
markets  in  other  countries. 


"Our  Territory,  ” Mori  Charges 
Warnerite  Said  About  Vineland 


Philadelphia  — The  charge  that  Ted 
Schlanger,  Warner  circuit  district  man- 
ager, accosted  Eugene  Mori  of  Vineland, 
N.  J.,  with:  “What  right  did  you  have  in 
building  a theatre  in  Vineland?  This  is 
our  territory.  You  are  infringing  upon 
us,”  is  contained  in  Mori’s  affidavit,  one 
of  a score  submitted  by  plaintiffs  in  the 
anti-trust  action  brought  by  Cumberland 
Holding  Co.,  operators  of  the  Landis,  Vine- 
land,  against  the  Stanley-Warner  chain 
and  major  distributors.  The  hearing  is 
before  U.  S.  district  Judge  William  H. 
Kirkpatrick. 

Mori  is  president  of  Cumberland,  a com- 
munity project.  The  Landis  was  built,  is 
owned  and  operated  by  Vineland  citizens. 
The  house  has  operated  at  a loss  since  it 
opened  in  March,  1937,  Mori  claims,  be- 
cause Warner,  with  two  houses  in  Vine- 
land,  the  Globe  and  Grand,  has  bottled  up 
all  product.  Dividends  due  stockholders 
are  in  excess  of  $11,000  and  taxes  are 
unpaid,  Mori  says.  He  contends  it  costs 
$1,600  a week  to  operate  the  house  and 
pay  all  carrying  charges,  while  the  income 
has  averaged  $1,250  a week. 

Leading  up  to  the  alleged  Schlanger 
incident,  Mori  claims  he  attempted  to 
make  product  deals  with  all  major  branch 
managers  here  and  was  told  “national 
connection”  with  Warner  and  the  pres- 
ence of  “selective  contracts”  precluded  the 
Landis  from  obtaining  film.  In  one  in- 
stance, Mori  alleges,  he  was  informed  by 
a sales  executive  that  it  would  be  a “poor 
policy”  to  “deviate  from  that  policy,” 
meaning  the  Warner  deal.  All  this  took 
place  early  in  1935,  when  the  Landis  was 
under  construction,  Mori  says. 

Faced  with  little  prospect  of  obtaining 
product  other  than  “sluff-offs”  and  inde- 
pendents, yet  claiming  to  represent  a 
$200,000  theatre,  in  contrast  to  Warner’s 
two  “objectionable”  houses,  Mori  says  he 
was  forced  to  tell  his  story  to  the  depart- 
ment of  justice,  which,  he  adds,  promised 
“cooperation.” 

It  was  in  November,  1936,  Mori  alleges, 
that  Schlanger,  accompanied  by  Sam 
Schwartz,  real  estate  operator,  and  A.  J. 
Vanni,  Warner  district  supervisor,  accused 


Mori  interests  of  encroachment.  During 
the  meeting,  Mori  says,  Schlanger  offered 
to  lease  the  Landis  for  Warner  at  $15,000 
a year  for  a 12-year  period,  close  the 
Globe  and  renovate  the  Grand.  The  offer 
was  turned  down,  Mori  says,  after  stock- 
holders declared  they  desired  to  operate 
the  house  themselves.  Mori  claims  a later 
offer  of  $20,000  a year  by  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  head  of  Warner  circuit  operations, 
was  likewise  refused. 

Here  Mori  makes  the  observation  that 
the  most  modern  theatre  in  a community 
with  a drawing  population  of  75,000  is  un- 
able to  secure  product,  while  Warner  “dis- 
sipates” product  it  does  not  use  in  Vine- 
land  from  all  majors  on  one  day  runs  in 
the  Grand  and  Globe,  and  that  these  pic- 
tures sometimes  do  not  become  available 
to  the  Landis  up  to  six  months  after  their 
national  release  date. 

“The  citizens  of  the  town  have  com- 
plained of  the  double  features,  gangster 
pictures  and  giveaways  that  we  have  been 
using  to  attract  patronage  . . . and  many 
of  our  stockholders  have  demanded  that 
we  operate  the  theatre  in  a decent  and 
dignified  manner,”  according  to  Mori. 

“Some  of  the  stockholders,”  he  con- 
tinues, “who  are  not  so  community-mind- 
ed as  most  of  us  have  been  telling  us  that 
the  thing  to  do  is  to  give  up  the  fight  and 
lease  the  theatre  to  Warners  which  would 
result  in  a return  on  the  money  these 
stockholders  put  into  the  theatre.” 

Mori  declares  he  announced  plans  for  a 
new  house  in  Woodbury  and  that  when 
this  “became  common  gossip  along  Vine 
St.,”  he  was  approached  by  Isadore  Ep- 
stein and  Ben  Amsterdam  of  Atlantic 
Theatres,  who  offered  to  lease  the  pro- 
jected house  at  a figure  that  would  show 
a net  return  of  10  per  cent.  During  the 
discussion  Mori  alleges  Amsterdam  said, 
“he  could  work  out  our  Vineland  situa- 
tion,” although  the  Woodbury  house  was 
in  no  way  to  be  connected  with  the  Lan- 
dis, being  a private  deal  with  two  asso- 
ciates. When  Amsterdam,  according  to 
Mori,  explained  this  involved  merging 
the  two  houses  and  called  for  Warner  to 
close  the  Globe,  the  offer  was  declined. 


Atlanta  Independent  Asks 
New  Product  Bid  Chance 

Atlanta — Management  of  the  Roxy, 
2,400-seat  house  on  Peachtree  St.,  is  ask- 
ing major  distributors  for  the  “opportun- 
ity” to  negotiate  for  1939-40  product. 

In  letters  sent  to  sales  managers  in 
New  York,  Robert  R.  Meyer,  president  of 
the  Georgia  Realty  Co.,  which  operates, 
states  his  organization  “can  offer  your 
company  more  favorable  terms  and  film 
rentals  than  you  have  heretofore  obtained, 
quality  and  quantity  considered.” 

Meyer  desires  to  bid  for  new  season 
product,  “either  all  or  part,”  and  says 
Georgia  Realty  “is  in  a position  to  meet 
any  fair  terms  or  conditions.”  He  describes 
the  Roxy  as  a $1,000,000  investment. 


Stanwyck  in  Second  on 
Rowland  UA  Schedule 

Hollywood — Richard  A.  Rowland  who 
will  release  two  through  UA  on  the  latter’s 
1939-40  program,  has  signed  Barbara 
Stanwyck  to  star  in  “Three  Cheers  for 
Miss  Bishop,”  the  second  which  Archie 
Mayo  will  direct,  set  for  May,  1940,  release. 
As  previously  reported,  the  first,  “End  of 
the  Rainbow,”  will  star  Brian  Aherne,  and 
probably  will  be  ready  in  January. 


Consider  Detroit  Vaude 

New  York — David  M.  Idzal,  operating 
head  for  the  Pox,  Detroit,  for  National 
Theatres,  says  he  is  considering  vaude- 
ville for  the  theatre,  “but  nothing  is  defi- 
nite yet.”  He  also  confirms  reports  acts 
may  go  into  the  Michigan. 
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Morris  and  Schless 
Split  Foreign  Sales 

New  York — While  Sam  E.  Morris  con- 
tinues to  function  as  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  distribution,  the  War- 
ner overseas  setup  has  been  split  with 
Robert  Schless  in  charge  of  England  and 
the  Continent,  and  Morris,  aided  by  Joe 
Hummel,  handling  South  America,  the  Far 
East  and  Australia. 

Morris’  current  nine-week  trip  to  South 
America  is  not  only  his  first  business  trip 
to  that  continent,  but  his  first  foreign 
foray  since  the  realignment  was  made. 

Harry  M.  Warner  reaches  New  York 
from  Hollywood,  Tuesday,  and  the  follow- 
ing day  sails  for  Europe  aboard  the  Queen 
Mary.  Whether  or  not  his  trip  bears  on  the 
frequently  reported,  and  as  frequently  de- 
nied, consolidation  of  the  Warner  and 
First  National  distributing  machines  in 
England  is  not  clearly  defined  at  the  com- 
pany’s home  office,  but  the  impression  is 
current  there  this  is  one  of  the  chief  pur- 
poses of  the  journey.  Warner  and  First 
National,  for  years,  have  been  separately 
maintained  in  England.  Max  Milder  is 
managing  director  of  British  Warner  and 
D.  E.  Griffiths,  managing  director  of 
British  First  National. 

It  was  Hal  B.  Wallis,  executive  producer 
of  the  Hollywood  studio,  who  first  men- 
tioned the  consolidation  on  his  recent  re- 
turn from  the  other  side.  Subsequent 
checks  brought  a mystery  note  into  the 
situation  insofar  as  executives  of  the 
home  office  foreign  department  were  con- 
cerned and,  later,  denials. 

Morris  and  Reisman  After  Data 
On  Buenos  Aires  Duals 

New  York  — The  knotty  distribution 
problem  in  Buenos  Aires,  is  due  to  get  a 
first-hand  inspection  by  the  foreign  man- 
agers of  two  companies.  Sam  E.  Morris 
of  Warner  and  Phil  Reisman  of  RKO  both 
are  en  route  to  South  America. 

As  a result  of  the  lack  of  cooperation 
among  the  major  companies,  the  growth 
of  multiple  programs  has  increased  sharp- 
ly. Common  practice  of  the  subsequent 
spots  in  Buenos  Aires  is  to  have  three  to 
five  features  on  a bill. 

The  fact  the  companies  refuse  to  agree 
to  selling  on  a percentage  basis,  accord- 
ing to  one  executive,  is  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  “mess”  that  has  accrued. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  protection  and 
clearance.  This  executive  points  out  it 
is  common  practice  for  a number  of  houses 
to  play  day  and  date  on  the  same  feature. 

Little  is  expected  from  the  visits  of  Mor- 
ris and  Reisman  except  possible  recom- 
mendations toward  a solution.  These, 
however,  will  have  to  wait  until  a Hays 
office  meeting  here. 

It  has  been  advanced  by  a number  of 
companies  for  some  time  that  a Hays  of- 
fice organization  similar  to  those  func- 
tioning in  London  and  Paris  “would  bring 
order  out  of  chaos”  in  Buenos  Aires. 


Back  From  F-P  Convention 

New  York — Barney  Balaban  is  back 
from  Niagara  Falls  where  he  attended  the 
annual  convention  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Hummel  to  Morris — 

White-suited  Joe  Hummel,  foreign 
sales  manager  for  Warner,  clasps  in 
goodbye  the  hand  of  Sam  E.  Morris, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign 
distribution,  as  the  latter  sails  on  the 
Argentina  for  a nine-week  trip  to 
South  America. 


Four  First-Runs  in  Brazil 
Tempt  United  Artists 

New  York — United  Artists  is  seriously 
considering  the  purchase  of  the  controlling 
interest  in  four  first-run  houses  in  Sao 
Paulo,  the  second  largest  city  in  Brazil. 

Last  minute  developments  in  the  theatre 
situation  there,  it  is  understood,  caused 
Walter  Gould,  UA’s  Latin  America  super- 
visor, to  cancel  his  sailing  and  plane 
down  to  Brazil. 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  distribution,  admits  UA 
is  interested  in  a numbei’  of  houses,  but 
beyond  that  he  refuses  to  discuss  the  situa- 
tion. 

Sao  Paulo  is  dominated  by  the  Serrador 
circuit  which  has  28  houses  throughout  the 
city  and  suburbs.  Loew’s  has  the  first-run 
Cine  Metro  for  its  outlet. 


Both  Litigants  Planning 
"Letty  Lynton"  Appeal 

New  York — The  decision  of  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals,  reducing  to  one-fifth 
the  award  granted  in  the  famous  “Letty 
Lynton”  case,  will  be  contested  by  both 
litigants.  Edward  Sheldon  and  Margaret 
Ayer  Barnes  had  alleged  plagiarism  of 
their  play,  “Dishonored  Lady”  and  had 
won  from  Loew’s  and  M-G-M  $532,000 
which  the  circuit  court  has  now  reduced 
by  80  per  cent. 

As  the  case  was  remanded  to  federal 
court  again  to  fix  the  actual  profits,  based 
on  several  changes  in  accounting  and  com- 
putation, neither  side  is  certain  whether 
it  will  be  compelled  to  wait  until  the  court 
decides  or  to  appeal  from  the  latest  de- 
cision. 

In  legal  circles,  the  decision  is  viewed 
as  the  most  important  rendered  thus  far  in 
a plagiarism  action  involving  alleged  piracy 
of  a play  or  script  by  a film  company. 


Film  Exports  Decline 
First  Half  of  1939 

Washington — Providing  a yardstick  to 
gauge  the  standing  of  American  distribu- 
tion abroad,  preliminary  figures  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1939  show  film  ex- 
ports declined  8,070,745  linear  feet  as  com- 
pared with  the  identical  period  of  1938. 
'The  statistics  cover  negative  and  positive 
shipments  and  were  prepared  by  Nathan 
D.  Golden,  chief  of  the  motion  pictmre 
division  of  the  bureau  of  foreign  and  do- 
mestic commerce. 

Likewise  did  exports  of  sound  repro- 
ducing equipment  drop  off  to  $515,529  as 
against  $800,091  for  the  first  six  months 
of  the  previous  year.  But  sound  record- 
ing apparatus  reflected  a slight  increase 
at  $102,119  as  against  $125,694  for  the 
first  half  of  1938.  A slight  gain  was  also 
reflected  in  exports  of  standard  35mm 
projectors.  Shipped  abroad  were  596, 
valued  at  $194,951,  as  compared  with  516 
worth  $171,008  in  the  first  half  year  period 
of  1938. 

For  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  a 
total  of  79,402,568  linear  feet  of  negative 
and  positive  film,  valued  at  $1,724,237  was 
exported,  as  compared  with  97,473,313 
linear  feet  with  a value  of  $2,122,719  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1938.  Positive  films 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1939  totaled 
75,734,690  linear  feet  with  a value  of  $1,- 
568,722  and  negatives  for  this  period  totaled 
3,667,878  linear  feet  valued  at  $155,515, 
as  against  93,081,777  feet  of  positive  film 
valued  at  $1,962,151  and  negatives  totaling 
4,391,536  feet  having  a declared  value  of 
$160,568  during  the  same  period  of  1938. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  compilation  of 
these  statistics  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  determine  the  number  of  feature  prints 
the  above  positive  and  negative  export 
footage  represents.  To  all  markets  of  the 
world,  10,438  separate  postive  and  515 
negative  prints  of  features  of  4,000  feet 
or  more  were  exported. 

The  five  countries  which  were  the  larg- 
est importers  of  American  motion  pictures 
in  point  of  footage,  but  not  necessarily 
so  in  dollars  and  cents  returns  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1939  were  Argentina,  Brazil, 
United  Kingdom,  Mexico  and  France  which 
rated  in  this  exact  order  in  the  comparable 
period  of  the  previous  year.  Golden,  how- 
ever, makes  it  clear  the  valuations  do  not 
represent  the  actual  retmms  from  abroad 
on  rentals,  but  merely  the  declared  worth 
of  the  film  for  export  purposes. 

Exports  of  sensitized  positive  film  of 
35mm  width  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1939  also  show  a decrease.  During  this 
period,  56,651,162  linear  feet  valued  at 
$506,526  were  exported,  as  against  64,227,- 
616  linear  feet  valued  at  $615,258  for  the 
same  period  of  1938.  Negative  sensitized 
film  exports  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1939  show  a slight  increase.  During  this 
period,  23,272,019  linear  feet  of  film  were 
exported  valued  at  $549,896,  as  compared 
with  17,916,786  linear  feet,  valued  at  $478,- 
538  for  the  first  six  months  of  1938.  Ex- 
ports of  positive  and  negative  16mm  sensi- 
tized not  exposed  film  during  the  first  six 
month  period  of  1939  totaled  28,353,321 
linear  feet  valued  at  $599,312,  as  compared 
with  28,018,064  linear  feet  valued  at  $683,- 
739  for  the  first  six  months  of  1938. 


34 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


HatomQtat 


A Computation  of  What  the  Pictures  Did  in  Their  First  Runs  in  Principal  Centers  as  Compiled  From  the  Weekly  Reports  in  BOXOFFICE. 
Number  of  Runs  Follows  Initials  of  Distributors.  Pictures  With  Less  Than  5 Runs  Not  Listed.  Average  Theatre  Gross  Figured  at  lOOyo. 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


Blind  Alley  (Col) 11 

Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox) 8 

Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  14 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M)....  13 

Captain  Fury  (UA)  17 

Charlie  Chan  in 
Reno  (20th-Fox)  6 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 6 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Univ) 6 

Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy 

(FN) 9 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ) 13 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  8 

Five  Came  Back  (RKO) 7 


Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)....  7 
Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)....ll 


Gorilla.  The  (20th-Fox) 18 

Grade  Allen  Murder  Case, 

(Para)  10 


Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para)... .28 
It's  a Wonderful  World  (Para).... 18 
Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 


(20th-Fox)  10 

Juarez  (FN) 24 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN) 19 

Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M) 5 

Lady's  From  Kentucky  (Para)....  6 
Lucky  Night  (M-G-M) 11 


Maisie  (M-G-M) 14 

Man  About  Town  (Para) 11 

Man  of  Conquest  (Rep) 10 

Mikado,  The  (Univ) 10 

Missing  Daughters  (Col) 11 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB) 5 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col).. 21 

Prison  Without  Bars  (UA) 8 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(20th-Fox)  5 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 
(20th-Fox)  10 

6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M) 13 

Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M) 6 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para) 14 

Sorority  House  (RKO) 7 

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 7 

Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ) 16 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties 

(20th-Fox)  17 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (FN) 8 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M).. ..18 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M) 13 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para) 10 

Winner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 8 

Women  in  the  Wind  (WB) 7 

You  Can't  Get  Away  With 
Murder  (WB)  10 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox)....28 


CITIES  FROM  WHICH  AVERAGES 
cent)  achieved  by  individual  cities 

WERE  COMPUTED:  With 
as  compiled  from  the  first 

comparative  figures  indicating  the 
run  records  of  each. 

percentage 

of  average  business 

(100  per 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

Boston  

85 

Denver  

.105 

Minneapolis  

. 90 

Philadelphia  

95 

Charlotte 

95 

Detroit  

...70 

New  Haven  

. . 85 

Pittsburgh  

90 

Chicago  

90 

Indianapolis 

. 90 

New  Orleans  

105 

Portland,  Ore 

105 

Cincinnati 

120 

Kansas  City  

.105 

New  York  

. 95 

Salt  Lake  

110 

Cleveland 

95 

Los  Angeles  

..110 

Oklahoma  City  

..  95 

San  Francisco 

105 

Dallas  

110 

Milwaukee  

.105 

Omaha  

...125 

Seattle  

100 
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Mid- Year  Blue  Ribbon  Award  Is 
Metro's  for  "On  Borrowed  Time" 

For  the  third  time  this  year  the  National  Screen  Council  has  se- 
lected an  M-G-M  feature  to  be  the  recipient  of  the  monthly  Blue 
Ribbon,  awarded  by  the  Council  to  the  film  deemed  the  best  for 
the  month.  The  picture  to  enjoy  this  rating  for  July  is  "On  Bor- 
rowed Time,”  based  on  the  1938  stage  hit  of  the  same  name. 

"On  Borrowed  Time,"  whimsical  in  conception,  carries  that  qual- 
ity onto  the  screen,  yet  manages  to  present  its  characters  as  the 
human,  down-to-earth  folks  they  depict.  Nucleus  of  the  story  is  the 
successful  capture  of  Death  by  "Gramps,”  beloved  old  veteran 
fighting  to  save  his  young  grandson  from  the  selfish  and  greed- 
inspired  guardianship  of  a sanctimonious  aunt.  But  treeing  Death 
doesn't  solve  life's  problems,  Gramps  finally  realizes,  and  solves 
more  with  Death's  release. 

Excellent  performances  by  Lionel  Barrymore,  and  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke  and  the  child  star,  Bobs  Watson,  spangle  the  production. 


Cast  of  Characters 


Gramps Lionel  Barrymore 

Mr.  Brink. ...Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

Nelly  (Granny) Beulah  Bondi 

Marcia  Giles Una  Merkel 

Pud Bobs  Watson 

Mr.  Grimes Nat  Pendleton 

Dr.  Evans Henry  Travers 


Mr.  Pilbeam Grant  Mitchell 

Demetria  Riffle Eily  Malyon 

Sheriff  Burlmgame.... James  Burke 
Reverend  Murdock 

Charles  Waldron 

Charles  Wentworth Ian  Wolfe 

Bill  Lowry Phillip  Terry 

James  N or thr up.... TRVMAn  Bradley 


Production  Staif 


Executive  Producer 

Louis  B.  Mayer 

Producer Sidney  Franklin 

Director Harold  S.  Bucquet 

AToueZ.... Lawrence  Edward  Watkin 

Original  Play Paul  Osborn 

Screenplay 

Alice  D.  G.  Miller,  Frank 
O’Neill  and  Claudine  West 
Music Franz  Waxman 


Recording Douglas  Shearer 

Art  Direction Cedric  Gibbons 

Associate John  S.  Detlie 

Set  Decorations 

Edwin  B.  Willis 

Wardrobe Dolly  Tree 

Makeup Jack  Dawn 

Photography 

Joseph  Ruttenberg 

Film  Editor George  Boemler 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  riumber  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motion  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 


A JANUARY  1 TRIAL  DATE  FOR  ALL-INEDSTRY 
SUIT  INDICATED  BY  JUDGE  KNOX  AT  HEARING 


Declines  Dismissal  Plea 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger  late  this  week  declined  to  dismiss 
the  government  suit  or  grant  a motion  for  a further  bill  of  particulars  to  UA.  The 
judge  has  had  the  motions  since  June  20.  UA  had  sought  18  additional  questions 
answered  by  the  department  of  justice,  all  of  which  were  denied  with  this  brief 
comment: 

"Motion  denied.  As  to  the  items  in  dispute,  the  petitioner  contends  it  has  fur- 
nished in  its  bill  of  particulars  all  of  the  information  it  has.  I think  there  has  been 
a fair  and  reasonable  compliance  with  the  order  of  Judge  Bondy."  He  ordered  an- 
swers served  in  ten  days,  which  means  UA  attorneys  must  file  on  or  before 
August  13. 

Previously,  Columbia  had  been  denied  additional  particulars. 


Gov't  Has  Sought  Nov.  1 
Start,  Distributors 
A Date  in  March 

New  York — Senior  Federal  Judge  John 
C.  Knox  may  compromise  demands  of  the 
government  with  those  of  defendant  dis- 
tributors and  set  a January  1 trial  date  for 
the  all -industry  suit,  indicating  at  a hear- 
ing Thursday  he  did  not  believe  he  could 
give  Paul  Williams,  assistant  attorney  gen- 
eral in  charge  of  the  suit  who  sought  a 
November  1 start,  an  earlier  date.  Dis- 
tributors asked  the  trial  to  be  delayed 
until  March. 

Stating  the  government’s  case  would 
take  about  four  months  and  that  there 
was  great  public  interest  in  the  proceed- 
ings, Williams  struck  for  a fall  date  in  an 
effort  to  get  quick  disposal  of  the  pending 
action. 

Need  More  Time 

Admitting  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
preference  on  technical  grounds  and  that 
the  case  should  be  tried  at  the  earliest 
possible  date.  Col.  William  Donovan  de- 
clared the  government  had  been  working 
on  preparations  for  more  than  two  years 
but  that  his  firm  has  been  on  the  case 
about  nine  months  and  more  time  was 
needed. 

Donovan  added  distributors,  in  furnish- 
ing background  for  the  defense,  must 
cover  15,000  theatres  and  numerous  inde- 
pendent producers.  In  the  last  few 
months,  he  went  on  to  say,  major  com- 
panies have  been  working  on  a fair  trade 
practice  code  which  will  eliminate  many 
of  the  charges  in  the  government’s  com- 
plaint. He  also  said  there  is  no  emergency 
existing  at  the  present  time  and  the  mat- 
ter can  remain  in  status  quo. 

At  this  point,  the  judge  interrupted  to 
inform  defense  attorneys  he  had  before 
him  a 77-B  banki’uptcy  proceeding  for  an 
uptown  theatre  which  cannot  secure  pic- 
tures “for  the  love  of  money,  thereby  mak- 
ing its  worth  fall  from  $50,000  to  $30,000 
during  the  past  year.” 

Six  Months  Mentioned 

Donovan  then  stated  he  did  not  believe 
the  defendants  would  take  more  than  six 
months  in  their  presentation  and  normally 
the  case  would  reach  the  calendar  in 
March,  provided  no  preferences  were 
granted.  Colonel  Donovan  represented 
RKO. 

Speaking  for  Paramount,  former  Judge 
Thomas  D.  Thacher  asserted  he  could  not 
visualize  the  preparation  of  the  case  being 
completed  before  March.  He  added  the 
government’s  case  is  predicated  on  infer- 
ence from  practice  and  the  evidence  must 
show  this  inference  is  unfair.  “Inherently 
in  clearance,”  Thacher  said,  “there  is  a 
discrimination  between  the  cheap  theatre 
and  the  better  type  one  and  the  latter  gets 
the  best  break.  National  economic  affairs 


have  placed  the  industry  in  its  present 
predicament,  not  monopoly.”  Winding  up 
his  argument,  Thacher  concluded,  “I  have 
puzzled  over  the  industry’s  difficulties  for 
over  a year  without  finding  a solution.” 

The  final  speaker  for  distributors  was 
Ralph  G.  Harris  of  Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel 
& Caskey,  attorneys  for  20th-Fox,  who  de- 
clared no  emergency  existed  which  would 
justify  the  court  from  taking  the  case  out 
of  its  normal  course.  He  asked  no  time 
should  be  set  and  the  routine  procedure  of 
the  court  calendar  should  take  its  course. 

Judge  Takes  Issue 

However,  Judge  Knox  differed  on  this 
point,  stating  he  would  have  to  set  trial 
for  a particular  time. 

David  L.  Podell  was  the  last  speaker  and 
acted  for  the  government  by  backing  up 
Williams’  statements.  He  said,  “We  are 
not  taking  an  unfair  advantage.  We  have 
nothing  like  the  office  force  the  other  side 
has.  The  question  is  not  as  serious  as  the 
defendants  attempt  to  make  it.  They  can 
take  five  years  to  prepare.”  He  then  went 
on  to  say  that  the  government  has  over 
100  cases  and  that  the  situation,  as  it  pre- 
sents itself,  is  whether  the  independent 
exhibitor  or  producer  is  to  be  allowed  to 
survive  or  not. 

Attorneys  Talks  Fail 

Meetings  between  Williams  and  dis- 
tributor attorneys  outside  the  court  in 
an  effort  to  reach  a mutual  agreement  on 
a trial  date  previously  failed  to  bear  fruit. 

Summing  up  the  entire  proceeding  with 
his  own  views.  Judge  Knox  said  that  in 
view  of  this  action  he  had  petitioned 
Congress  for  a judge  but  had  been  unsuc- 
cessful. He  stated  Judge  Woolsey  and 
Judge  Caffey  were  unavailable  because 
Judge  Caffey ’s  wife  owns  100  shares  of 
Loew’s  and  Woolsey  has  been  tied  up  and 
will  be  for  another  year  on  another  anti- 
trust hearing. 

Judge  Patterson  is  now  in  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals  which,  and  through  the 
process  of  elimination,  removes  25  per 
cent  of  the  entire  federal  court  judicial 
staff. 

Decision  was  reserved  with  the  brief  re- 
minder by  Judge  Knox  he  did  not  believe 
the  case  could  be  heard  before  the  first  of 
next  year. 


Plaintiffs  Wind  Up 
In  Vineland  Case 

(More  details  on  page  33 > 

Philadelphia — Plaintiff  attorneys  have 
wound  up  their  case  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
brought  by  the  Landis,  Vineland.  N.  J.. 
theatre  against  the  Stanley- Warner  circuit 
and  major  distributors.  Defendants  have 
until  August  14  to  file  affidavits.  Both 
sides  will  file  briefs  by  the  end  of  the 
month. 

The  last  of  the  three  days  of  hearings 
before  U.  S.  District  Judge  William  H. 
Kirkpatrick  was  highlighted  by  testimony 
from  local  heads  of  practically  all  major 
exchanges  who  were  subpoenaed  by  plain- 
tiff’s attorneys.  State  Senator  Harry  Sha- 
piro and  William  B.  Rudenko. 

Witnesses  were  Robert  Lynch,  M-G-M: 
Harry  Bodkin,  United  Artists:  Earle  Swei- 
gert.  Paramount;  Harry  Weiner,  Columbia: 
George  Schwartz,  Universal:  William  Man- 
sell, Vitagraph,  and  Edgar  Moss,  20th-Pox. 

Questioning  was  routine  being  concerned 
mainly  with  getting  details  of  local  and 
master  contracts  and  deal  sheets.  Attor- 
neys for  the  Landis  are  expected  to  use 
the  material  in  a suit  for  damages.  The 
present  action  seeks  only  a preliminary 
injunction  to  restrain  distributors  from 
“discriminating”  against  the  Landis  in 
renting  product  in  favor  of  S-W. 

Questioning  in  one  case  brought  out 
testimony  indicating  a few  pictm’es  had 
been  sold  to  the  Landis,  second  run,  for 
a higher  price  than  to  the  S-W  Globe, 
first-run. 

Local  exhibitors  are  watching  the  trial 
with  intense  interest,  as  its  outcome  may 
determine  the  fate  of  several  other  suits 
known  to  be  in  the  state  of  preparation 
against  Stanley-Warner.  George  Graves, 
one  exhibitor  known  to  be  planning  a suit, 
was  among  the  spectators. 

The  plaintiff’s  action  specifically  seeks 
an  open  market  in  Vineland  and  an  end 
of  the  clearance  system,  with  the  Landis 
having  the  right  to  play  pictures  as  early 
as  S-W  houses  if  it  pays  the  same  price. 
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Film  Division  Raises 
Fund  Coniribution 


New  York  — The  motion  picture  divi- 
sion of  the  Greater  New  York  Fund  con- 
tributed $68,772  in  the  1939  campaign,  ac- 
cording to  a report  submitted  by  Chair- 
man J.  Robert  Rubin.  The  total  tops  last 
ypar’s  figures  by  $8,216  and  represents  an 
approximate  increase  of  13  V2  per  cent. 

The  number  of  donators  also  increased 
with  97  firms  and  employe  groups  con- 
tributing as  compared  with  37  firm  and 
group  contributions  last  year. 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Rubin,  the 
drive  was  divided  into  four  divisions  with  a 
vice-chairman  heading  each.  The  pro- 
ducers-distributors  group,  headed  by  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  turned  in  $60,433.  Vice-Chair- 
ihan  Ben  S.  Moss  reported  $3,467  for  the 
exhibitors  group.  A total  of  $652  came 
from  the  laboratory  group  under  Herbert 
J.  Yates  and  the  allied  accessory  group 
under  Herman  Robbins  reported  $4,218. 

The  full  list  of  contributors  follows: 


Producer-Distributor  Division 


Firm 

Emploje 

Group 

Loew's,  Inc 

$10,000 

$10,048.02 

20tli-Fox  

7,500 

1,817.75 

I’aiairiount  

5.000 

2,199.00 

Warner 

3,000 

4.000.00 

UKO  

2,500 

4,395.7.3 

I’niteci  Artists 

2,500 

857.35 

Columbia  

1,000 

2,316.75 

Universal  

750 

494.84 

, Walt  Disney  

500 

MPPDA 

781.80 

liepublic  

590.00 

MonoK^ram  

137.50 

Technicolor  

15.00 

Alliance  Film  

10 

• Garrison  Films  

10 

Spectrum  Pictures  

10 

Allied  Accessory  Division 

National  Screen  Service 

1.500 

500.00 

J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc 

250 

IiuPont  Film  Co 

250 

78.25 

Willoughby  Camera  Stores 

300.00 

Gen'l  Theatres  E'luipment 

liJO 

Afifa  

150 

3.00 

International  Projector  Co. 

200 

American  I)isr>lay  Co...  . 

155.35 

Quigley  Publications  .... 

79.00 

Gallir*  Films  

50 

Max  Gordon  Plays 

and  Pictures  

50 

10.00 

Pax  Films  

50 

Associated  Display  

44.45 

Eastman  Kodak  Stores... 

32.00 

Pee-Ko  Co 

20 

Goldberg  

25 

W.  0.  Gutlohn  Co 

25 

J.  H.  Hoffberg  

25 

Lloyd  Film  Storage  

25 

Thorn  Filins  

25 

Unity  Films  

25 

Ulmer-Hayward  

25 

Zinsser  Co 

25 

Nat'l  Board  of  Review... 

21.85 

Art  Flag  Co 

20 

Union  Ink  Co 

20 

Int’l  Theatre  Accessories 

15.00 

Vedis  Films  

15 

Massce  Co 

15 

K.-Art,  Inc 

15 

Allied  Carbon  

10 

Bertram  Mayers  

10 

Modern  Films  

10 

Sphinx  Film  

10 

I.saac  Luhin  Co 

10.06 

Bonded  Film  Storage 

5 

A.  F.  Cofod  

5 

MacDonald  Engraving  Co. 

5 

Exhibitor  Division 

Consolidated  Amusement. 

250 

478.62 

Century  Circuit  

500 

Trans-Lux  

100 

59.25 

Charles  H.  Moses 

100 

Fabian  Theatres  

439.02 

Skouras  Theatres  

608.27 

B.  S.  Moss  

250 

Rugoff  & Becker  

50 

226.50 

Monarch  Theatres  

25 

75.00 

Lenauer  International  . . 

50 

Arthur  Mayer  and 

Joseph  Burstyn  

50 

Rapt  & Ruden  

50 

World  Picture  Corp 

50 

Lincoln  Theatre  

25 

Preview  Theatre  

5 

Frank  Walker  V.  P. 
Of  the  MPTOA 

New  York — Frank  C.  Walker  unani- 
mously has  been  elected  first  vice- 
president  of  the  MPTOA,  succeeding 
the  late  M.  E.  Comerford. 

President  Ed  Kuykendall  expressed 
himself  as  "very  pleased"  with  the  ap- 
pointment. 

Walker  is  vice-president  and  general 
counsel  of  Comerford  Theatres  and 
served  temporarily  as  a government  of- 
ficial during  the  first  term  of  President 
Roosevelt. 


20th-Fox  Half-Year  Net 
Totals  $2,325,525 


New  York  — Net  earnings  after  all 
charges  for  20th-Fox  for  the  26  weeks 
ended  July  1 totaled  $2,325,525.  This  com- 
pares with  $3,419,658  for  a similiar  period 
last  year.  For  the  second  quarter  ended 
July  1 the  consolidated  net  operating 
profit  amounted  to  $1,101,275  as  compared 
with  $1,778,121  for  the  same  quarter  in 
1938. 

No  dividends  were  received  from  Na- 
tional Theatres.  After  allowing  for  pre- 
ferred dividends,  the  profit  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year  was  equivalent  to  93  cents 
a share  on  the  common.  For  the  quarter 
ended  July  1,  the  common  dividend 
amounted  to  43  cents. 

Five  Division  Managers 
Map  Columbia  Drive 

New  York — Five  Columbia  division  man- 
agers met  Friday  and  Saturday  with  Jack 
Cohn,  A.  Montague,  Rube  Jackter  and 
Nate  Spingold  on  campaigns  for  "Golden 
Boy”  and  ‘‘Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington.” 
Following  the  meetings,  the  men  boarded 
Montague’s  cruiser  for  a sail  on  the  sound 
and  a charcoal  steak  dinner  with  Mon- 
tague as  chef. 

Attending  were  Jerome  Safron,  western 
division;  Sam  Moscow,  southern;  Phil 
Dunas,  midwestern;  Carl  Shalit,  central; 
Sam  Galanty,  mideast. 

RKO  Closes  One-Year  Deal 
For  New  Warner  Product 

New  York — RKO  has  closed  a one-year 
deal  with  Warner  for  1939-40  product  in  its 
Greater  New  York  houses.  ‘‘The  Old 
Maid”  will  be  first  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment, which  follows  the  conclusion  of  a 
four-year  franchise.  Sitting  in  on  the 
negotiations  for  the  circuit  were  John  J. 
O’Connor,  Fred  Meyers  and  Max  Feller- 
man,  while  for  the  distributors  were  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  Carl  Leserman,  Roy  H. 
Haines  and  Edward  M.  Schnitzer. 


TTOA  

Nathan  Saland  

10 

William  Barnett  

5 

Julian  Leigh  

5 

Laboratory  Division 

205 

H.  E.  R.  Lab.  Co 

25 

25 

Mecca  Film  Lab 

15 

UMPTO  and  Allied 
Vie  for  Members 


Philadelphia — UMPTO  and  Allied  both 
have  started  vigorous  organization  drives 
throughout  upstate  Pennsylvania. 

A new  UMPTO  section  was  formed  at  a 
meeting  in  Tremont,  attended  by  exhibi- 
tors throughout  the  Lykens  "Valley,  taking 
in  towns  between  Pottsville  and  Harris- 
burg. Lewen  Pizor  helped  set  up  the  group 
and  arranged  to  attend  semi-monthly 
meetings. 

Meanwhile,  Sid  Samuelson,  Allied  busi- 
ness manager,  and  Sally  Fisher,  his  sec- 
retary, called  a series  of  meetings  of  in- 
dependents in  Harrisbm'g,  Shamokin,  Al- 
lentown, Hazelton,  Wilkes  Barre,  Scranton. 

In  a public  statement.  Allied  declared 
the  meetings  ratified  the  national  posi- 
tion of  Allied  on  the  industry  code  and 
also  voiced  support  of  the  Neely  bill. 

Seasonal  Shutdowns  Still 
Have  Inning  in  N.  Y. 

New  York — A number  of  closings,  re- 
openings and  the  opening  of  a new  house 
and  two  changes  in  ownership  marked  the 
week’s  activity  in  the  metropolitan  area. 

Ben  Brody  is  the  new  operator  of  the 
State,  Marlboro,  and  Henry  Malowitz  ac- 
quired the  Centre,  Manhattan. 

Hugh  Kent  has  opened  the  new  440-seat 
Bond  in  Fi'enchtown,  N.  J. 

The  theatres  shuttered  for  the  summer 
are:  City  Hall,  Manhattan;  Navarre, 
Brooklyn;  Lido,  Bronx;  'Venice,  Brooklyn; 
and  the  Terminal,  Newark. 

Reopenings  include  the  Dale,  Bronx; 
Edison,  Manhattan;  Concourse,  Bronx; 
and  the  Rialto,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

The  Lido,  Long  Beach,  which  usually 
reopens  for  summer,  is  remaining  closed. 

Adam  Adams  will  reopen  the  Shubert, 
Newark,  as  a legitimate  house  Labor  Day. 

Local  306  and  Circuits' 
Committees  Will  Meet 

New  York — Major  circuit  representa- 
tives and  Joseph  D.  Basson,  president  of 
Local  306.  and  his  committee  will  meet  in 
about  two  weeks  for  the  first  of  a series 
of  conferences  to  discuss  new  contracts. 
Whether  the  union  will  seek  increases  is 
not  known  at  this  time,  but  the  indication 
is  that  several  sessions  will  be  held  before 
a final  agreement  is  reached  on  the  new 
pact,  probably  for  two  years. 


Rodgers  Looks  West 

New  York — William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  and  chairman 
of  the  distributors  committee  on  trade 
practices  is  planning  to  head  for  the  coast 
about  August  17. 


Morrison-Curtis  Meld 

New  York — Leo  Morrison  and  Jack  Cur- 
tis have  arranged  to  combine  their  New 
York  offices.  The  firm  will  represent  ar- 
tists for  Broadway  shows,  radio  television, 
vaudeville,  and  films  to  be  produced  in 
New  York  and  London. 
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Still  After  Code  Clarification 

New  York — Further  meetings  by  attorneys  and  William  F.  Rodgers,  chair- 
man of  the  distributors'  sub-committee,  on  clarification  on  intent  of  the  code's  langu-* 
age  will  be  held  in  a few  days,  according  to  Rodgers. 

Several  of  the  sales  heads  who  attended  Wednesday's  meeting  at  the  Astor. 
which  lasted  from  2:30  p.  m.  to  8:45  p.  m.,  left  town  to  attend  the  Schine  managers' 
convention  in  Gloversville,  N.  Y. 

Rodgers  had  planned  to  be  present  at  the  upstate  session  on  Thursday,  but 
was  unable  to  attend  due  to  pressure  of  business. 

Max  A.  Cohen,  head  of  Allied  of  New  York,  informed  BOXOFFICE  after  his 
meeting  with  Rodgers  that  all  his  organization  is  interested  in  "is  how  the  code  has 
been  clarified."  Cohen  and  his  committee  presented  a number  of  suggestions  to 
Rodgers  for  clearing  up  some  of  the  legal  language  into  terms  which  exhibitors  can 
understand. 

The  scheduled  meeting  of  the  ITOA,  intended  especially  to  discuss  the  revised 
code,  was  called  off  "because  the  code  wasn't  ready,"  a spokesman  declared.  The 
session  also  was  intended  to  determine  the  extent  of  new  season  deals  and  a gen- 
eral product  survey.  No  date  has  been  set  for  a later  meeting. 

Rodgers  stated  the  code  is  set  except  for  clarification  of  one  or  two  clauses  and 
he  hopes  to  have  it  cleared  up  with  the  lawyers  by  the  end  of  next  week,  indicating 
the  fifth  printed  draft  will  be  mailed  out  in  about  ten  days. 

Two  important  points  made  by  Allied  of  New  York  dealing  with  clarification 
are  being  seriously  considered,  the  M-G-M  sales  head  told  BOXOFFICE. 

Actors,  Stagehands  Jurisdiction 
Battle  Before  AFL  Council 


Product  to  November 
In  Capitol's  Store 

New  York — ^With  the  booking  of  “Pour 
Feathers,”  the  first  UA  picture  ever  to  play 
the  house  and  now  current  there,  the 
Capitol  has  sufficient  pictures  lined  up  to 
play  into  early  November,  according  to 
Joseph  R.  Vogel,  who  has  charge  of  the 
house  in  addition  to  out-of-town  Loew 
theatres. 

“The  Wizard  of  Oz”  and  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland  on  the  stage  open 
August  17  and  will  be  followed  by  “Tropi- 
cal Lady.”  Next  will  be  “The  Women,”  fol- 
lowed by  “Babes  in  Arms.” 

“Miracles  for  Sale,”  originally  dated  to 
play  the  theatre  this  week,  has  been  with- 
drawn in  favor  of  the  Korda  picture. 

There  are  no  further  negotiations  for 
UA  product  for  the  Capitol,  Vogel  states. 
There  is  a supply  of  M-G-M  output  due  in 
the  next  few  months  to  keep  Leo  con- 
tinuously on  the  screen  without  interrup- 
tion, he  adds. 

Harry  L.  Gold,  eastern  sales  manager 
for  UA,  had  been  negotiating  with  the 
Music  Hall  for  the  Korda  film,  but  was 
imable  to  get  the  desired  dates  and  sold 
away  to  the  Capitol.  This  is  the  second 
time  in  recent  weeks  Gold  has  dated  a UA 
film  away  from  that  house.  “Wuthering 
Heights”  had  been  sold  to  the  Music  Hall, 
but  after  UA  could  not  get  a secured  date, 
the  Goldwyn  picture  was  dated  into  the 
Rivoli. 

New  Deal  Gives  Peskay 
A Thirteen-Unit  Chain 

New  York — Acquisition  of  the  Vogue, 
Metro  and  Congress,  in  the  Bronx,  from 
Moe  Rosenberg,  as  indicated  exclusively 
on  several  occasions  in  Boxoffice,  gives 
Edward  Peskay  a total  of  13  houses  in 
Greater  New  York  and  New  England.  M. 
Baranca  is  associated  with  Peskay  in  the 
new  deal  which  had  been  on  and  off  for 
at  least  three  months. 


Skouras  Reopens  One 

New  York — Having  spent  $65,000  for 
alterations,  George  Skouras  has  reopened 
the  Jackson,  Jackson  Heights.  The  house 
had  been  closed  five  days. 


German  Efficiency 
Gets  Setback 

Swinemuende,  Germany  (Censored 
Version) — The  2,000-ton  German  war- 
ship "Reiher"  has  a gaping  hole  in 
its  starboard  side,  Emil  Jannings  got  a 
severe  shaking  up  and  a crew  of  ex- 
tras had  to  resort  to  lifeboats.  All  be- 
cause an  historical  film  called  for  a 
bomb  explosion  in  a version  of  the 
story  of  the  “Koenigin  Luise,”  famed 
German  ship,  which  ran  a blockade  to 
mine  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  River  in 
August,  1914. 

The  producers  exploded  the  bomb 
for  theatrical  effect  and  the  "Reiher" 
has  a hole  in  its  side. 


New  York — Battleground  of  the  ap- 
proaching showdown  between  the  actors 
and  the  stagehands  shifts  to  Atlantic  City 
Monday  where  the  executive  council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  convenes  for 
its  regular  session. 

'The  executive  council  has  been  request- 
ed by  the  international  board  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Actors  and  Artistes  of  America  to 
direct  William  Green,  president,  to  notify 
all  state  and  city  central  bodies  affiliated 
with  the  AFL  that,  since  the  American 
Federation  of  Actors  has  been  lawfully  ex- 
pelled, it  is  no  longer  a part  of  the  AFL. 

A large  delegation  from  the  4A’s,  head- 
ed by  Fi-ank  Gillmore,  president,  and  Ken 
Thomson,  executive  secretary  of  the  Screen 
Actors’  Guild,  will  attend  the  Atlantic 
City  session  to  determine  whether  the 
executive  council  will  uphold  the  granting 
of  a charter  to  the  AFA  by  the  lATSE 
or  consider  it  a direct  jurisdictional  viola- 
tion. 

In  light  of  events  which  saw  the  jmds- 
dictional  threat  of  the  lA  materialize  when 
George  E.  Browne,  lA  president,  presented 
Ralph  Whitehead  with  a charter  granting 
the  AFA  jurisdiction  over  all  actors  in  the 
theatrical  field,  every  indication  points  to 
a fight  to  the  finish  between  the  4 A’s 
and  Browne. 

The  SAG,  most  powerful  adjimct  of  the 
4 A’s,  has  placed  all  its  resources  at  the 
disposal  of  the  parent  body  to  prevent 
Browne  from  encroaching  on  its  jurisdic- 
tion. 

President  Gillmore’s  comment  on  the 
proceedings  in  the  lA  office  was  as  fol- 
lows: ‘"This  is  surely  one  of  the  most 
barefaced  jurisdictional  raids  ever  perpe- 
trated in  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor.” He  also  took  a slam  at  the  “dicta- 
torship” exerted  by  Browne  and  Green. 

“If  the  action  of  Mr.  Browne  is  con- 
doned by  the  executive  covmcil  than  no 
jurisdiction  recognized  by  the  AFL  is  safe,” 
Gillmore  added. 

From  one  source  in  the  4 A’s,  came  the 


word  that  if  the  executive  council  recog- 
nizes the  “overt  methods”  of  Browne,  the 
4 A’s  will  withdraw  from  the  AFL  and  set 
up  its  own  white  collar  trade  union. 

Both  factions  are  prepared  to  file  lengthy 
counter  charges  at  a session  which  prom- 
ises to  be  filled  with  fireworks. 


AAAA  Letter  to  Members 
Assails  lA  Chieftains 

Events  reached  a boiling  point  when  the 
4 A’s  let  loose  a blast  at  the  “domination” 
of  the  lATSE  by  George  E.  Browne  in  an 
open  letter  to  30,000  members.  Purpose 
of  the  letter  was  to  acquaint  the  mem- 
bership with  the  “attempt  of  Mr.  George 
Browne  through  the  medium  of  his  per- 
sonally conducted  lATSE,  aided  and  abett- 
ed by  his  assistants,  Willie  Bioff  and  Ralph 
Whitehead,  to  take  over  the  actors  of  this 
country  and  subject  them  to  the  control  of 
racketeers  such  as  Willie  Bioff.” 

When  appraised  of  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  an  lA  spokesman  told  Boxoffice, 
“the  same  people  who  are  sending  out  the 
letter  used  Browne  and  Bioff  to  help  the 
Screen  Actors’  Guild  gain  recognition  on 
the  coast.” 

Appended  to  the  letter  was  a chrono- 
logical list  of  Bioff’s  contacts  with  the 
authorities  and  the  press.  The  letter 
charges  “Bioff  is  the  man  who  received 
$100,000  from  a motion  picture  producer 
while  supposed  to  be  representing  the  in- 
terests of  his  union  members  in  dealing 
with  the  motion  picture  producers.  Browne 
is  the  man  who,  when  Bioff  resigned  by 
reason  of  these  facts,  expressed  his  confi- 
dence in  Bioff  and  held  his  position  open 
for  him.” 

Whitehead  is  described  as  “the  pawn 
who  would  deliver  the  actors  to  Browne 
and  Bioff.” 

TTie  letter  asks  the  4 A’s  membership  not 
to  blame  the  rank  and  file  members  of  the 
stagehands’  union  or  the  actors  in  the  va- 
(Continued  on  page  44-A) 
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Casey  Predicts  a Reunion  of 
Greater  Union  and  Hoyts 


— Blank  and  Stoller  Photo 

A New  V.P,  at  Erpi — 

This  is  T.  E.  Shea,  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  Erpi  to  succeed  H.  G.  Knox, 
recently  resigned.  Shea,  formerly  of 
the  Bell  Laboratories,  becomes  direc- 
tor of  engineering . 

Paramount  Earnings 
Show  Marked  Rise 

New  York- — Paramount  reports  earn- 
ings of  $830,000,  after  interest  and  all 
charges,  for  the  second  quarter  ended  July 
1,  1939,  compared  with  $394,945  for  the 
same  period  in  1938, 

Earnings  for  the  six  months  ended  July 
1 are  estimated  at  $2,130,000,  compared 
with  $1,225,811  in  1938, 

The  report  states  there  were  144,672 
shares  of  cumulative  convertible  $100  par 
value  six  per  cent  first  preferred  and  555,- 
071  shares  of  cumulative  convertible  $10 
par  value  second  preferred  outstanding  as 
of  July  1, 

After  deducting  $300,268  of  dividends 
accrued  for  the  quarter  on  these  preferred 
shares,  the  remaining  $529,732  of  esti- 
mated combined  consolidated  and  share 
of  undistributed  earnings  for  the  quarter 
represent  21  cents  per  share  on  the  2,- 
465,927  shares  of  common  stock,  which 
compares  with  four  cents  per  share  for 
the  quarter  ended  July  2,  1938, 

Computed  on  the  same  basis,  estimated 
combined  earnings  for  the  six  months 
ended  July  1 represent  62  cents  per  share 
on  outstanding  common  stock,  as  com- 
pared with  26  cents  for  the  same  period 
in  1938, 


Claims  "Beau  Geste"  Record 

New  York — The  opening  day  of  “Beau 
Geste”  at  the  Paramount  is  said  by 
Manager  Bob  Weitman  to  have  topped  all 
business  in  more  than  a year. 


Sunday  Show  Fine 

Rehoboth  Beach,  Del.  — Charles  S. 
Horn  of  the  Blue  Hen  Theatre  was  fined 
$4  for  violating  the  Sabbath. 


Chicago  — The  re-alliance  of  Greater 
Union's  40  theatres  and  Fox-Hoyts'  200 
houses  in  Australia  for  the  new  season 
after  a two-year  break,  is  seen  by  Dan 
Casey,  Universal  general  sales  manager  in 
Australia  who  conferred  here  with  E.  T. 

I Peck  I Gomersall,  district  manager,  and 
Mannie  Gottlieb,  branch  manager,  before 
going  on  to  New  York  for  home  office 
conferences. 

Casey  said  business  conditions  are  on 
the  uptrend  “down  under”  and  that  Amer- 
ican companies  right  now  have  little  to 
fear  in  a competitive  way  from  Australian 
production  plans. 

Nevertheless,  with  the  New  South  Wales 
government  having  passed  a bill  giving  ex- 
hibitors a 25  per  cent  re.iection  privilege 
on  Australian  and  British  product,  local 
production  is  being  encouraged,  he  added. 

Double  features  are  the  thing  in  Aus- 
tralia and  in  New  Zealand,  which  also  en- 
courages production.  Tlie  government  has 
guaranteed  legitimate  production  com- 
panies against  losses,  and  Sir  Hugh  Denne- 
son's  Argosy  Films  will  produce  four  pic- 
tures a year  starting  in  1940. 

Charles  Chauvel  will  make  two  pictures 
a year  at  Argosy  Pagewood  studios  in 
Sydney,  center  of  production.  These  will 
be  distributed  by  Universal,  which  com- 
pany probably  also  will  distribute  Argosy 
product. 

In  addition,  there  will  continue  the  reg- 
ular production  of  six  features  by  Cine- 
Sound  in  Sydney.  This  company  also 
produces  52  newsreels  annually  called  the 
Australian  Gazette,  while  Movietone  News 
issues  its  reel  on  an  Australian  basis.  Ken 
Hall  heads  Cine-Sound  production. 

Casey,  who  has  been  with  Universal  19 
years  in  the  Antipodes,  said  nearly  every 
Hollywood  success  in  the  states  goes  over 
in  Australia.  Deanna  Durbin  pictures, 
without  exception,  play  a five-week  or  more 
run  at  the  State  Theatre,  Sydney,  he  said. 

Casey,  who  will  be  away  during  the 
Australian  convention  of  Universal’s  seven 
exchanges  there,  prepared  a three-reel  film 
talk  while  in  Hollywood. 

Ban  on  "Harvest"  Termed 
"Bureaucratic"  Action 

New  York  — Assailing  the  New  York 
state  censor  board  for  setting  “itself  up 
as  Pui’itanical  guardian  over  our  tastes 
and  morals,”  the  National  Council  on  Free- 
dom from  Censorship  has  condemned  the 
board’s  banning  of  the  French  film,  “Harv- 
est,” as  “capricious  bureaucratic  censor- 
ship.” The  film  was  banned  for  being 
“immoral”  and  “tending  to  corrupt  morals,” 
the  council  says,  in  offering  to  aid  ex- 
hibitors in  an  appeal  of  the  board’s  ruling 
to  the  courts. 


Protest  "Harvest"  Ban 
Albany — A letter  from  M.  Garreau 
Dombasle,  counselor  to  the  French  em- 
bassy, protesting  to  Irwin  Esmond,  direc- 
tor of  the  censor  board  against  Esmond’s 
rejection  of  “Harvest,”  is  part  of  the 
papers  in  the  appeal  which  the  board  of 
regents  will  consider. 


First  Animated  Cartoon 
Being  Made  in  Germany 

■Washington — News  that  Germany  is 
producing  its  first  animated  cartoon  high- 
lights reports  on  the  state  of  the  indus- 
try abroad  submitted  by  the  respective 
commercial  attaches  to  the  department  of 
commerce. 

It  is  pointed  out  production  of  this  type 
of  film  is  noteworthy  in  that  German 
newspapers  recently  commented  ironically 
on  the  success  of  American  cartoons.  The 
initial  effort  will  be  in  color  and  based  on 
a fairy-tale  plot. 

American  films  lead  in  Ireland  by  a 
wide  margin,  according  to  one  report.  Of 
the  1,506  films  imported  during  1938,  82 
per  cent  consisted  of  Hollywood  product 
and  17  per  cent  British.  Five  new  houses 
were  constructed,  giving  Ireland  approxi- 
mately 200  theatres. 

Official  figures  for  the  first  half  of  1939 
in  Japan  show  226  Japanese  films  re- 
leased for  exhibition  in  addition  to  64 
American,  seven  British,  four  French  and 
three  German.  Independent  Japanese  in- 
terests have  recently  imported  18  more 
German  films  from  the  Manchurian 
monopoly. 

Eureka  Moves  to  Appeal 
In  Suit  Over  Print 

New  York  — Eureka  Productions  has 
filed  intentions  of  appealing  to  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals  from  the  decision  of 
Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger,  dis- 
missing its  $5,300  action  against  Raymond 
J.  Mulligan  for  the  destruction  of  a print 
of  “Ecstasy.” 


"Queen  of  Redheads" — 

She  has  another  riame  and  it’s  Susan 
Hayward  who  plays  opposite  Gary 
Cooper  in  “Beau  Geste.’’  The  shot  here 
reveals  Miss  H.  arriving  from  Holly- 
wood for  a visit  and  such. 
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Nat  Wachsberger  to  Make  Two 
On  Coast  for  Major  Release 


Loew  May  Construct  New 
Links  in  Buenos  Aires 

New  York — Loew’s  will  probably  con- 
struct  a number  of  new  theatres  in 
Buenos  Aires,  Boxoffice  learns.  It  is  un- 
derstood Sam  Burger,  special  sales  repre- 
sentative, who  recently  returned  from  a 
year’s  trip  to  South  America  and  South 
Africa,  is  huddling  with  Arthur  M.  Loew 
on  a further  expansion  policy. 

Loew’s  is  now  building  in  Adelaide,  Aus- 
tralia, and  Cairo,  Egypt.  The  policy  of 
the  company  has  been  to  construct  a 
house  wherever  the  first-run  outlet  is  not 
up  to  the  company’s  expectations.  Buenos 
Aires  appears  to  be  the  most  logical  spot 
at  the  moment  since  the  release  of  pic- 
tures there  is  a current  distributors’  head- 
ache. 


Examine  Europa  Cinemas 
Before  Trial  August  16 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice  Ed- 
ward McGoldrick  has  ordered  Europa 
Cinemas  to  submit  to  an  examination  be- 
fore trial  August  16,  through  its  trea- 
surer, William  Goldberg,  in  connection 
with  Michael  J.  Levinson’s  $10,000  action. 

Levinson  claims  breach  of  an  agreement 
made  June  7,  1938,  whereby  the  Europa, 
Philadelphia,  agreed  to  play  his  picture, 
“Lash  of  the  Penitentes.”  The  defendants 
claim  the  film  was  never  passed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  board  of  review  and,  as  a 
result,  they  could  not  play  it. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

An  RKO  Pride M Joy — 

Garson  Kanin,  distinguished  young 
director,  giving  one  of  those  pier  in- 
terviews upon  his  return  from  Eu- 
rope. He  now  is  on  his  way  to  the 
coast  and  “Passport  to  Life,”  his  next. 


New  York — Nat  Wachsberger,  circuit 
operator  in  Belgium  and  independent 
French  producer,  plans  to  produce  two  in 
Hollywood  shortly  for  release  by  a major 
company. 

Wachsberger,  associated  with  Harry 
Brandt  in  Film  Alliance,  was  among  the 
many  arrivals  on  the  Normandie.  He 
brought  with  him  prints  of  six  English  and 
four  French  features  which  will  give  Film 
Alliance  15  foreign  features  for  the 
American  market. 

Among  the  pictures  is  “Le  Quames  des 
Brumes,”  starring  Jean  G a b i n and 
Michele  Morgan.  Charles  Boyer,  who 
docks  in  France  today,  is  scheduled  to 
make  one  for  him,  Wachsberger  says. 

Discussing  recent  developments  on  the 
French  quota,  it  is  Wachsberger’s  belief 
there  will  be  no  change  in  the  market  if 
the  revision  materializes. 

As  a result  of  the  growing  importance 
of  French  films  in  Central  Europe  and 
South  America  he  looks  for  bigger  and 
better  pictures  by  French  producers.  He 
says  the  cost  now  will  run  from  $125,000 
to  $150,000,  as  compared  with  the  $75,000 
now  spent  on  a major  French  production. 

Arthur  Silverstone,  third  of  the  Silver- 
stone  brothers,  who  is  assistant  manag- 
ing director  of  British  UA,  was  an  un- 
heralded passenger.  It  is  mainly  a vaca- 
tion trip  for  Silverstone  who  left  over  the 
weekend  for  Winnipeg  to  join  his  family. 
He  said  British  production  is  picking  up 
nicely. 

RKO’s  “boy  wonder”  director,  Garson 
Kanin,  also  returned  from  abroad  where 
he  vacationed  for  about  a month.  He  re- 
turns to  the  studio  shortly  to  start  work 
on  “Passport  for  Love,”  with  Cary  Grant 
and  Irene  Dunne.  Kanin  denies  printed  re- 
ports there  is  a rift  between  him  and  the 
studio  and  says  his  contract  still  has  three 
years  to  run. 

George  West,  Monogram  franchise  hol- 
der and  eastern  representative  for 
Screeno,  returned  confident  Parliament 
would  legalize  the  game  for  the  theatres 
there.  He  says  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  approximately  300  theatres  to 
use  Screeno  depending,  of  course,  on  the 
action  taken  by  the  government. 

Max  Gumpel,  managing  director  of  Den- 
ham laboratories,  landed  to  renew  busi- 
ness contacts. 


Burstyn  6e  Mayer  Release 
Eight  Films  First  Halt 

New  York — Arthur  Mayer  and  Joseph 
Burstyn  are  releasing  eight  imported  pro- 
ductions for  the  first  half  of  1939-40  sea- 
son. The  others,  in  addition  to  “Katia” 
and  “Louise,”  announced  on  Burstyn’s  ar- 
rival from  abroad,  are:  “Song  of  the 
Streets,”  Whirlpool,”  “Mozart,”  “Shadows 
of  the  Past,”  “The  Revolt  of  the  Dead”  and 
an  all-English  speaking  version  of  “Gulli- 
ver’s Travels”  featuring  a cast  of  5,000 
puppets. 


It's  Mr,  and  Mrs. — 

The  bride,  the  former  Rose  Stradner, 
actress.  The  groom,  Joseph  Mankie- 
wicz,  writer  long  identified  with 
M-G-M  and  well  known  in  Hollywood. 

Olney  Is  Discharged 
As  Orpheum  Referee 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Murray  Hul- 
bert  has  approved  the  application  of  Peter 
B.  Olney  jr.,  referee  in  bankruptcy  of  Or- 
pheum Circuit  and  discharged  him  as 
referee. 

The  circuit,  which  operated  theatres  in 
St.  Louis  prior  to  1933,  filed  a bankruptcy 
in  April  of  that  year  and  has  been  liqui- 
dating ever  since.  There  remains  but  $28,- 
516  to  be  divided  among  allowed  claims 
and  allowances.  Of  the  first  class,  there 
is  a total  of  $1,425,335  and  the  creditors 
will  receive  only  1-977/1000  per  cent. 

They  include  Irving  Trust,  as  trustee 
of  RKO  for  $770,706,  based  on  a guar- 
tee  of  Orpheum ’s  second  mortgage  bonds: 
RKO  Orpheum,  as  assignee  of  Stadium 
Theatres,  $510,807;  Irving  Trust,  as 
trustee  of  RKO  in  a second  capacity,  $53,- 
320  based  on  a note  of  Orpheum’s  for 
$44,000  plus  interest  since  1933;  Para- 
mount Pictures,  $90,462  for  rent,  and 
RKO  Distributing  Corp.,  $38  for  film. 

Of  the  second  class  of  creditors,  Olney, 
referee,  will  receive  $2,003;  Kenneth  B. 
Umbreit,  as  trustee,  $495;  his  attorneys, 
Davis,  Auerbach,  Connell  and  Hardy,  $1,- 
500,  and  Frank  Taylor,  stenographer,  $56, 


An  August  Business  Drive 
On  Skouras  Calendar 

New  York — In  an  effort  to  offset  bad 
business  during  the  next  few  weeks,  the 
Skouras  circuit  will  hold  a special  drive 
for  the  month  of  August.  George  Skouras, 
William  White,  John  Benas,  and  Division 
Managers  Herman  Starr,  covering  New 
Jersey;  Jack  Harris,  Long  Island,  and  D. 
Krepps,  Manhattan,  Westchester  and  the 
Bronx  met  three  days,  winding  up  the 
drive  meetings  Friday. 
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This  Is  What  Happened  When  "Rich"  Came  to  Town — 

Paramount  executives  greet  E.  V.  Richards  of  Saenger  Theatres  and  his  wife  at  the  comvany’s  Fair  lounge.  Front  row,  left 
to  right,  this  assemblage  includes  Mrs.  Richards.  Evelyn  O'Connell,  hostess,  arid  Mrs.  Claude  Lee.  Back  row,  in  the  same 
order:  Monty  E.  Gowthorpe,  Hugh  Braly,  southern  district  manager  out  of  Dallas;  Tracy  Barham.  Paramount  partner  in 
Ohio;  Austin  C.  Keough,  Oscar  Morgan,  Claude  Lee,  Barney  Balaban,  Richards,  Leon  D.  Netter,  E.  Paul  Phillips  and 
Leonard  Goldensoii. 


IIBI  R O A 1ID>  WAY 


^JUSINGS  of  a reporter  after  a ship  news 
assignment:  Hollywood  goes  to  sea  and 
the  departure  of  the  Normandie  is  a little 
madder  than  usual  . . . You  never  really 
know  how  big  the  boat  is  until  you  try  to 
track  down  a group  like  Harry  Cohn,  Nor- 
ma Shearer,  Charles  Boyer,  Pat  Paterson, 
George  Raft,  Bob  Hope,  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son and  the  Milton  Sperlings  < Betty  War- 
ner*, etc,  . . . Knots  of  that  strange 
species  of  American  youth — the  autograph 
hunter,  collected  outside  of  the  respective 
staterooms  of  the  stars  . . . Overheard  near 
Beyer’s  suite:  "I  hope  that  guy  Milton 
Weiss  ain’t  in  there  because  we’ll  never 
get  anywhere”  . . . Then  with  Mel  Hey  man 
running  into  Boyer  followed  by  horde  of 
fans  on  the  main  decks  ...  A brief  word 
with  the  genial  French  actor  who  imparts 
the  information  he  will  be  gone  for  eight 
weeks.  In  France.  Boyer  will  do  ‘‘Tire  Pi- 
rate” for  Producer  Andre  Daven.  Tlie  of- 
ficers and  stewards  greeted  Boyer  warmly 
and  he  appeared  to  be  happy  talking  in  his 
native  tongue. 

Up  to  the  promenade  deck  where  Harry 
Cohn’s  suite  was  located.  The  Columbia 
president  was  talking  with  a group  which 
included  his  brother.  Jack,  and  Nate  Spin- 
gold.  “I  have  nothing  to  say.  This  is  just 
a vacation  trip,”  Cohn  said  dismissing  the 
reporter  with  a friendly  gesture  . . . Then 
to  Edward  G.  Robinson  who  was  enter- 
tamhig  a party  of  friends.  Son  Emanuel 
all  decked  out  in  a sailor’s  suit  hopping 
around  the  place.  Robinson  offered  the 
reporter  champagne  but  was  turned  down 
with  “never  touch  the  stuff  before  break- 
fast." He  will  be  gone  for  three  weeks 
and  returns  to  do  “Professor  Ehrlich”  for 
Warner.  Robinson  is  proud  of  his  role  in 


“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  and  states 
“I  instigated  the  whole  thing.  No,  r7n  not 
going  to  Germany .”  Major  Albert  Warner 
and  Karl  Macdojiald  make  an  appearance. 
Robinson  introduces  the  major  to  his 
friends  as  the  “boss.”  Retorts  the  major: 
“A  boss.  huh.  try  and  be  a boss  these  days 
with  the  SAGees,  SDGees  and  all  those 
outfits.” 

A chat  with  Bob  Hope  who  seriously 
states  he  is  going  abroad  to  visit  his  grand- 
father, 96,  who  is  known  as  the  “grand 
old  man  of  Surrey.”  Bob  comments  proud- 
ly, “He  rode  a bike  until  he  was  94”  . . . 
Greeting  the  Sperlings  who  will  be  gone 
for  three  months  . . . Down  the  gang- 
plank into  a general  interview  with  Norma 
Shearer,  sort  of  exotic  in  a yellow  turban 
and  earrings  and  wearing  a bizarre  yel- 
low striped  suit.  “Someone  ought  to  tell 
her  how  to  dress,”  sniffed  a hardboiled 
woman  reporter.  Miss  Shearer  told  the 
boys  she  “had  a lovely  time  at  Coney 
Island  and  was  still  dazed  by  the  "World’s 
Fair.”  Her  next  will  be  “Tonight  at  8:30” 
based  on  Noel  Coward’s  one-act  plays  . . . 
Just  a glimpse  of  Raft  in  a loud  checked 
jacket  before  he  retired  with  some  friends 
. . . And  the  fitting  madcap  touch.  “What 
do  you  guys  mean  by  sailing  this  boat  at 
midnight?”  yelled  a passenger  as  he  dash- 
ed up  with  his  papers  and  luggage  a min- 
ute before  the  gangplank  went  up.  It  was 
10  a.  m. 

George  ^ Sheriff)  Hickey,  M-G-M  west- 
ern district  manager,  gained  fen  pounds 
during  his  stay  in  the  east  for  negotiations 
with  National  Theatres’  executives  on  the 
three-year  franchise  . . . Julius  Celler, 
manager  of  the  Major,  on  August  9 cele- 


brates his  30th  year  in  the  business  and 
25th  weddmg  anniversary  . . . Y.  Frank 
Freeman  is  due  from  the  coast  for  home 
office  Paramouiit  conferences  August  21 
. . . Charles  E.  McCarthy,  20th-Fox  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  head,  returiied  from 
the  coast  late  in  the  week  . . . Earl  Win- 
gart,  who  is  living  at  Atlantic  Beach  for 
the  summer,  manages  to  get  his  morning 
swim  in  the  surf  at  7 a.  m. 

Bob  Goldstein’s  Tavern  was  the  scene 
of  an  informal  luncheon  tendered  to  Ar- 
thur Silverstone,  one  of  the  UA  Silver- 
stones  who  is  here  for  a month’s  visit  from 
London  where  he  is  assistant  to  joint  man- 
aging directors  Ted  Carr  and  George 
Archibald  in  England.  Tlie  hosts,  all  from 
UA,  included  Maurice  and  Emanuel  Sil- 
verstone, Monroe  Greenthal,  James  Mul- 
vey,  Paul  Lazarus,  Harry  Gold,  Jack 
Schlaifer,  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Lynn  Farnol, 
Lowell  V.  Calvert,  J.  J.  Milstein,  Len  Daly, 
Harry  Kosiner,  Tom  Walker,  Sammy  Co- 
hen, Walter  Liebler,  Harry  W.  Schroeder, 
Harry  Buckley,  A1  Margolies  and  Morris 
Helprin. 

Herbie  Berg  is  back  from  his  holiday. 
He  1 1 ) looked  for  a new  place  to  live  and 
• 2)  got  in  about  a week  of  swell  fishing 
off  Montauk.  Broke  his  young  son  into 
the  mysteries  of  the  rod,  too  . . . Roger 
Ferri,  editor  of  The  Dynamo,  house  organ 
of  the  20th-Fox  sales  department,  has  re- 
turned from  the  coast  . . . Eph  Rosen  is 
winding  up  his  New  York  visit  and  expects 
to  return  to  Minneapolis  momentarily  . . . 
Eddie  Churchill  is  on  a diet.  It  calls  for 
quiet  during  meals  and  7io  discussio7i  of 
busmess.  Oscar  Doob,  therefore,  suggest- 
ed the  other  day  they  had  better  merely 


42 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


shake  hands  and  call  off  their  date  . . . 
Jules  E.  Brulatour  returns  from  the  coast 
Tuesday  . . . Jack  Cohn,  one  of  the  many 
from  New  York  who  attended  the  Schine 
convention,  reached  Gloversville  over  the 
road. 

Victor  Saville,  M-G-M  producer,  sails  for 
England  August  16  on  the  Normandie  . . . 
Leslie  Howard  and  Walter  Futter  also  have 
reservations  on  the  same  boat  . . . Colum- 
bia’s manager  for  Japan,  Michael  Bergher, 
is  on  the  coast  where  he  leaves  shortly 
for  Tokyo.  Charles  Roberts,  home  office 
supervisor,  is  expected  back  in  a few  days 
from  a short  hop  to  Mexico  . . . Mary 
Ramsey,  secretary  to  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  is 
vacationing  in  the  Nutmeg  State  . . . Radie 
Harris,  radio  film  commentator,  is  stop- 
ping at  Dennis,  Mass.,  and  looking  over 
summer  shows  in  that  region  . . . Jeff 
Livingstone  of  the  M-G-M  short  subject 
department  on  the  phone  to  report  that 
two  women  sitting  on  each  side  of  him  on 
the  subway  were  reading  Boxoffice  . . . 
Senor  Sam  Burger,  special  sales  represen- 
tative of  Loew’s  foreign  department,  has 
a pair  of  aching  “World’s  Fair  feet’’  after 
an  intensive  trip  to  Flushing  Meadows  . . . 
Thomas  Patrick  Mulrooney,  UA’s  foreign 
sales  manager,  returns  to  his  desk  today 
from  the  cool,  Poconos  . . . Louise  Rous- 
seau, assistant  to  Prank  Donovan  at  RKO 
Pathe,  planed  out  to  the  coast  over  the 
weekend  on  a combination  business-vaca- 
tion trip. 

“Mr.  Einfeld,”  says  a Warner  office  com- 
munication, “has  requested  that  everybody 
try  to  think  up  a suitable  title’’  for  the 
film  now  known  as  “Career  Man”  . . . Her- 
bert Rudley  and  Howard  Da  Sylva,  mem- 
bers of  the  original  cast  of  “Abe  Lincoln 
in  Illinois,”  have  gone  to  Hollywood  to 
support  Raymond  Massey  in  RKO’s  film 
version  of  the  play  . . . Eddie  Dowden  of 
Loew’s  publicity  is  playing  goat  in  the 
Poconos  . . . Howard  Dietz,  M-G-M's  di- 
rector of  publicity  and  advertising,  had 
a last  minute  change  of  plan  and  instead 
of  making  the  return  flight  from  Marseil- 
les on  the  Yankee  Clipper  switched  to 


the  Queen  Mary,  which  arrives  Monday 
. . . Steve  Loewer  of  Warner’s  still  de- 
partment and  Seagate  is  back  on  the  job 
after  a holiday  spent  at  Seagate  . . . Art 
Schmidt  has  returned  to  his  Loew’s  desk 
after  a vacation  on  most  of  Westchester’s 
golf  courses  . . . Errol  Flynn,  accompanied 
by  his  father.  Prof.  Theodore  Flynn,  biolo- 
gist of  Belfast  University,  is  in  from  the 
coast  en  route  to  South  America  on  an 
eight-week  vacation  trip  . . . S.  Ernest 
Pelson,  formerly  with  GN,  has  been  ap- 
pointed general  sales  manager  of  French 
Cinema  Center  . . . Lester  Pollock,  Loew 
manager  in  Rochester,  and  Mike  Cullen, 
Columbus  district  manager,  were  home  of- 
fice visitors. 

Bill  Brown,  who  books  Eddie  Peskay’s 
Stamford  and  Greenwich  houses,  is  hand- 
ling the  Peskay-Baranco  recently  ac- 
quired trio,  the  Vogue,  Metro  and  Congress 
in  the  Bronx  . . . Bobbie  Ellsworth,  chief 
booker  at  the  local  M-G-M  exchange,  cele- 
brated another  birthday  Friday.  He 
wouldn’t  admit  it  until  Louis  Goidel,  the 
Brooklyn  exhibitor,  made  him  blush  . . . 
Harry  G.  Kosch  is  still  recuperating  in  the 
country  from  a recent  breakdown  . . . Lil- 
lian Jeffrey,  Joe  Vogel’s  secretary,  is  va- 
cationing at  Flushing  Meadows,  believe  it 
or  not.  She  says  she’s  doing  the  Fair  in 
Loew  style  . . . Max  Milder,  back  from  the 
coast,  sails  August  9 on  the  Queen  Mary. 

Lester  Pollock,  Loew  Rochester  manager, 
spent  a few  days  of  his  vacation  in  town 
and  at  the  Fair  . . . Joe  Unger,  Charles 
Reaga?i,  Milt  Kusell  and  Harry  Katz  lunch- 
ing together  the  other  day  at  the  Astor 
Hunting  Room  . . . Herman  Rifkin  of  Bos- 
ton was  a visitor  during  the  week  . . . Sig 
Wittman,  former  Universal  district  mana- 
ger and  later  with  GN,  is  expected  to  enter 
exhibition  any  day  now.  He’s  been  work- 
ing on  several  deals,  one  of  which  is  due 
to  materialize  momentarily  . . . Robert 
Stevenson,  British  director  signed  by  Dave 
Selznick,  is  due  to  sail  from  England  on 
the  Queen  Mary  August  9. 

Dave  Blum,  who  has  turned  farmer,  went 


to  Cleveland  and  attended  the  internation- 
al poultry  show.  He  was  back  before  the 
end  of  the  week  . . . Elias  Lapiniere  of  the 
M-G-M  office  in  France,  sailed  on  the 
Normandie  Wednesday  after  several  weeks 
here  and  on  the  coast  . . . Sid  Rechetnick 
has  gone  to  Connecticut  for  a fortnight’s 
vacation  . . . Bob  Rubin  walked  four  miles 
last  weekend,  the  first  he  has  spent  away 
from  the  city  this  summer  ...  Ed  Raf- 
tery,  E.  C.  Grainger,  just  back  from  a 
two-week  tour  of  Feiber  & Shea  houses, 
and  Dick  Kearny,  in  a sidewalk  conver- 
sation in  front  of  the  F&S  office,  Raftery 
leaving  later  to  attend  a UA  meeting  . . . 
Jack  Shea,  nephew  of  Mort  A.  Shea,  is 
back  from  a honeymoon  in  Canada  and 
on  the  coast. 

“Red”  Stong,  Erpi’s  press  representative, 
returns  from  two  weeks  of  vacation  Mon- 
day . . . Louis  Weinberg  is  baek  from  New 
Orleans  and  makes  the  statement  that 
with  the  exception  of  the  Saenger  circuit, 
which  occupied  his  southern  trip,  Colum- 
bia has  closed  all  circuit  deals  for  the  new 
season  . . . Marie  McCarthy,  booker  with 
Max  Fellerman’s  staff,  is  back  from  a swing 
of  Deal,  N.  J.  beaches  . . . Harry  Gold- 
berg, i7i  charge  of  Warner  circuit  adver- 
tising and  publicity,  is  roundmg  out  his 
second  week  of  fun  at  his  country  place 
at  Yardley,  Pa.,  which  is  m Bucks  County 
a7id  hard  by  the  “farms”  of  Dorothy 
Parker,  George  S.  Kaufynan,  et  al  . . . Mil- 
ton  Mayer  of  RKO’s  real  estate  depart- 
ment has  returned  from  a Lake  Cham- 
plain vacation  . . . Ditto  Bill  England,  head 
of  the  circuit’s  personnel  department,  back 
from  Muskogee  Lake,  Canada  . . . Russell 
Emde,  Westchester  division  mmiager,  from 
Vermont  . . . Ruth  Lowenthal,  circuit  book- 
er, from  the  Poconos  . . . Frances  Weil,  J.  J. 
Milstein’s  secretary,  at  her  desk  after  a 
two-iveek  cruise  to  Bermuda,  most  of 
which  was  spent  at  the  Castle  Harbor 
Hotel,  where  she  reached  the  semi-finals 
in  the  tennis  tournament. 

It  was  the  Northern  Prince  on  which  Nat 
Liebeskind  left  these  shores  Friday  for 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


"Normandie"  Sails^  Studded  Hollywood  Names — cosmo  sne 

For  instance,  there  was  George  Raft,  wearing  a very  fancy  and  strictly  Hollyivood-type  sport  jacket;  Norma  Shearer  dis- 
playing  the  current  style  in  turbans  for  women,  and  the  newly-wed  Sperlings,  the  bride  being  the  former  Betty  Warner. 
Others  aboard  included  Bob  Hope  and  his  wife,  Edward  G.  Robinson,  his  wife  and  son;  Harry  Cohn,  Roy  Norr,  Ben  Lyon  and 
Bebe  Daniels,  Charles  Boyer  and  Pat  Paterson,  Norman  Z.  McLeod  and  his  wife,  Nat  Deverich,  Hollywood  agent;  Roland 
Yomig  and  Gilbert  Miller,  stage  producer. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
Buenos  Aires  . . . Charles  Pettijohn  is  in 
Italy.  He  traveled  over  on  the  Italian  liner 
Saturnia  . . . Jack  Hoff  berg  leaves  for 
the  coast  in  a handful  of  days,  but  will 
visit  exchange  centers  on  the  road  back 
. . . Florence  Fineman  is  back  from  her 
vacation  and  says  it  was  swell  . . . H.  M. 
Richey  says  he’s  gained  eight  pounds  since 
he  took  over  his  current  RKO  job  . . . Lou 
Lifton,  his  holiday  making  well  behind 
him  now,  continues  to  think  of  it  in  pleas- 
ant retrospect  . . . Carl  Leserman  in  a 
West  44th  St.  palaver,  hard  by  the  War- 
ner buildings,  with  Johnny  O’Connor  . . . 
W.  G.  Van  Schmus  reports  his  doctor  re- 
ports him  in  fine  fettle.  Simply  has  to 
continue  to  watch  the  diet  . . . Eddie 
Churchill  and  Lynn  Farnol  among  the 
lone  hands  working  on  a hot  summer 
Saturday. 

Edmund  Mantell,  tvho  operates  the  Art 
and  Tiffariy  in  the  Bronx,  is  planning  to 
quit  exhibition  and  build  a hotel  in  Miami 
this  winter,  as  Maurice  Fleischman  did 
two  years  ago.  Mantell  on  July  31  cele- 
brated his  35th  wedding  anniversary  with 
a party  at  Fleischman’s,  where  he  and  his 
family  are  spending  the  summer  . . . Ar- 
thur Greenblatt  has  rounded  out  the  per- 
sonnel for  the  local  Alliance  Films  Ex- 
change, naming  Julius  Levine  to  handle 
Brooklyn  and  Long  Island,  Ben  Rappa- 
port  to  New  York,  and  Sidney  Hess  to 
New  Jersey  and  upstate  New  York  . . . 
Among  the  RKO  lounge  visitors  recently 
were  Cecil  and  Mrs.  Cupp  of  the  Royal 
and  Co-Ed,  Arkadelphia.  Ark.;  D.  B.  Aus- 
tell, Cabarrus,  Concord,  N.  C.;  Dan  Aus- 
tell. Rivoli  Greenville  S.  C.;  Pete  and  Mrs. 
Manes,  Model,  Philadelphia;  O.  Bowes, 
Grand,  Regina,  Sask.  Canada  and  Victor 
Streul  Roxy,  Ottawa,  III. 

Johnny  Cassidy  of  the  RKO  circuit  pub- 
licity department  is  a daddy  for  the  sec- 
ond time,  the  latest  arrival  being  a six 
and  three-quarter-pound  girl  . . . Arthur 
Krim  of  the  Philips  & Nizer  office  re- 


turned Monday  on  the  Normandie  after  a 
five-week  European  vacation  . . . Leo  Mc- 
Carthy, former  chief  booker  and  buyer  for 
Fox  Midwest  and  now  an  independent  pro- 
ducer, is  around  town  these  days  and  plans 
to  head  for  Hollywood  in  a week  or  so 
. . . Leo  Justin  celebrated  another  birth- 
day, July  28  . . . Harris  P.  Wolfberg, 
M-G-M  district  manager,  has  gone  back 
to  Kansas  City  . . . Frank  Hensler,  M-G-M 
Kansas  City  manager,  and  Lon  T.  Cox, 
chief  buyer  and  booker  for  Fox  Midwest, 
returned  from  Kansas  City,  after  spending 
a few  days  there,  to  finish  up  details  on 
the  M-G-M  product  deal  . . . Charles 
Moses,  local  independent,  has  contributed 
$100  to  the  Greater  N.  Y.  Fund.  Trans 
Lux  is  down  for  the  same  amount. 

Birthday  party  for  Bob  Wolff,  RKO  ex- 
change manager,  at  Dinty  Moore’s.  It  is 
43  for  Bob.  Those  who  ate  cake  with  the 
guest  include  Morris  Jacks  and  Leo  Justin 
of  the  Reade  circuit,  Nat  Cohn  and  Irv 
Wormser  of  Columbia,  Eddie  Schnitzer  of 
Warner,  Charlie  Moses  of  Staten  Island, 
Sam  Rinzler  of  Randforce,  Moe  Streimer 
a7id  Clarence  Eiseman  of  UA,  Harry 
Michalson  and  Cress  Smith  of  the  RKO 
home  office,  and  Wally  Howes  of  Trans 
Lux  . . . Henry  Suchman  is  the  film  buy- 
er and  booker  for  the  Samuel  Silver  the- 
atres, two  in  Brooklyn  ayid  one  in  Man- 
hattan . . . Rita  Cave,  publicity  and  tele- 
vision director  of  the  Odeon  circuit  of 
England,  is  back  in  London  . . . L.  J. 
Schlaifer,  UA  vice-president,  is  back  from 
a tour  of  the  company’s  exchaiiges  in  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco  and  Chicago. 

Arti  Stebbins  has  gone  back  to  the  coast. 
He  was  on  the  same  train  with  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  George  J.  Schaefer  and  Ned  E. 
Depinet  . . . Jerry  Safron  is  due  to  re- 
turn to  Los  Angeles  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  . . . Tracy  Barham,  Paramount  the- 
atre affiliate  in  the  south,  has  been  in 
town  conferring  with  Leon  Netter  . . . 
Arthur  Brilant  has  joined  RKO’s  adver- 
tising department  under  Ben  Grimm  . . . 


Johnston  Back  With  Four  Films — 


— ^Metropolitan  Photos 


In  the  center  is  the  president  of  Monogram,  in  on  the  Normandie  from  a six- 
week  trip  abroad.  Di  London,  he  arranged  to  distribute  four  Pathe  films  in 
this  market.  They  are  “My  Irish  Molly.”  “Dark  Eyes  of  London”  with  Bela 
Lugosi,  “Ga?ig’s  All  Here”  with  Otto  Kruger,  and  “Trader  Spy,”  now  in  work 
with  Bruce  Cabot.  Monogram  players  will  go  to  England  for  Pathe,  but  this 
does  not  involve  any  financing  by  Monogram.  Johnston  also  reports  plenty 
of  capital  appears  available  for  British  production  which  he  finds  steadily 
improving.  On  the  left  above  is  Ralph  Bettinson,  Pathe  of  London’s  Holly- 
wood representative.  On  the  right  is  George  West,  a Monogram  franchise 
holder.  Both  of  them  left  and  returned  with  Johnston. 


— Photo  by  Ralph  Morgan 

He's  Looking  'Em  Over — 

S.  Barret  McCormick,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  RKO,  now 
is  in  Hollywood  scanning  a couple  of 
his  company’s  new  ones  with  an  eye 
to  future  advertising  tempo  and  cam- 
paign. 


Henry  F.  Krecke  is  vacationing  from  the 
M-G-M  foreign  department  . . . Herman 
Shiffrin,  M-G-M  receptionist,  is  anxious 
to  turn  aviator  and  go  to  Texas  . . . Roy 
Haines,  Carl  Leserman,  J.  J,  O’Connor, 
Fred  Meyer  and  Max  Fellerman  got  to- 
gether for  luncheon  at  the  Astor  Hunting 
Room  early  in  the  week.  Meanwhile  Jack 
Haley,  who  is  in  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  is 
p a.-ing  at  the  State  with  a plug  for 
the  picture,  to  boot  . . . Claude  Ezell  stand- 
ing under  the  State  marquee  and  admir- 
ing the  business  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips” 
is  doing  at  the  Astor  . , . Lou  Pollock  is 
back  from  that  coast  trip. 

Clayt  Bond,  chief  film  buyer  for  the 
Warner  circuit,  is  off  to  Lake  Louise  on 
a mo7ith’s  vacatiori  . . . Jack  Lewis  is 
back  from  a visit  to  the  RKO  studios  . . . 
Charles  Farrell  is  appearing  in  person  in 
“Seventh  Heaven”  at  Millburn,  N.  J.  . . . 
Abe  Schneider,  Columbia,  treasurer,  has  re- 
turned from  a brief  business  trip  to  the 
studio  and,  by  Monday,  Harry  Cohn,  the 
company’s  president,  arrives  in  England. 
He’s  aboard  the  Normandie,  as  reported 
. . . Maurice  Slomaii,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Hoyts  circuit  in  Australia,  is  on 
the  way  back  to  Sydney  . . . Grad  Sears 
has  purchased  a ?iew  home.  It’s  on  Ster- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Seating  Trade  May 
Revise  Its  Code 

Washington — Revision  of  the  voluntary 
trade  practice  rules  of  the  public  seating 
industry  will  be  discussed  at  a hearing 
called  for  August  17  by  the  federal  trade 
commission,  under  whose  auspices  the 
original  code  was  adopted  in  June,  1931. 

The  industry  is  composed  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  fixed  or  connected  seating  for 
theatres  and  other  public  places. 

The  new  rules  submitted  by  the  indus- 
try for  commission  approval  deal  with 
misrepresentation  of  products,  false  in- 
voicing, use  of  false  or  deceptive  selling 
methods,  defamation  of  competitors,  com- 
mercial bribery  and  acceptance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Robinson-Patman  anti-price 
discrimination  act  adopted  since  the  in- 
troduction of  the  orignal  code. 

"Televisuals"  Trade  Name 
Of  Merchandising  Films 

New  York — The  trade  name  “Tele- 
visuals” has  been  registered  by  Audio 
Productions  to  describe  a new  series  of 
merchandising  films  now  being  made  for 
television  purposes. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
American  Television  Corp.  whereby  Audio 
will  produce  shorts  which  are  to  be  tele- 
vised through  a self-contained  system  op- 
erating within  large  department  stores. 

Particulars  From  Vocaiilm 
Against  AT&T  by  Aug,  31 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Murray  Hul- 
bert  has  allowed  Vocafilm  Corporation  of 
America  until  August  31  to  file  a bill  of 
particulars  requested  by  AT&T,  Western 
Electric  and  Erpi  whom  they  are  suing 
for  $65,953,125  triple  damages  for  alleged 
violation  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law. 
Both  side  agreed  to  the  postponement.  The 
suit  claims  the  defendants  monopolized  the 
sound  accessory  field  and  forced  the  plain- 
tiff out  of  business. 


Form  RKO  Corp. 

Dover,  Del.  — Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
Corp.  has  been  formed  here  to  deal  in 
places  of  amusement.  The  company  listed 
a capital  of  $10,900.  The  incorporators 
were  Walter  E.  Berr  jr.,  and  David  A. 
Stretch  of  New  York  City,  and  Horace  J. 
McAfee,  of  Ardsley-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 


RCA  Dividend 

New  York — RCA  reports  a quarterly  di- 
vidend of  871/2  cents  on  the  first  preferred 
and  $1.25  on  the  “B”  preferred,  payable 
September  30  to  stockholders  of  record 
September  8. 


Dividend  From  K-A-O 
New  York — Keith-Albee-Orpheum  has 
declared  a dividend,  out  of  operating  sur- 
plus, of  $1.75  per  share  on  the  seven  per 
cent  cumulative  convertible  preferred  for 
the  quarter  ended  Dec.  31,  1936,  payable 
on  October  2,  1939. 


BROADWAY 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

ling  Ridge  at  Harrison,  N.  Y.,  and  fairly 
close  to  the  homes  of  the  various  Skour- 
ases,  which  is  to  say  Spyros  and  George 
. . . hen  Weisherg,  Boxoffice  staff  re- 
porter, has  gone  to  Mexico  for  a vacation. 
Only  this  one  is  in  Maine. 

Harry  P.  Karasek,  east  Bronx  district 
manager  for  the  Loew  circuit,  has  gone 
to  Mt.  Prosper  Manor,  Wm’tsboro,  N.  Y., 
for  his  vacation.  He  left  over  the  weekend 
to  join  his  family  there  . . . Johnny  Mur- 
phy’s mother  is  recuperating  nicely  at  the 
Merrimac  Hospital,  Jamaica,  after  an 
operation  . . . Matie  Hammerstein,  Lep 
Friedman’s  secretary,  and  Lillian  Reis, 
who  handles  Dave  Blum’s  notes  in  the 
M-G-M  foreign  department,  are  getting 
plenty  of  that  sea  air  in  Atlantic  City. 
They  are  stopping  at  the  Ambassador  . . . 
Nat  Sanders  of  Film  Alliance  is  on  a three- 
week  tour  of  the  country  . . . Bob  Gill- 
ham  left  Friday  for  Minneapolis  to  at- 
tend the  premiere  of  “Our  Leading  Citi- 
zen” . . . Alec  Moss,  Joe  Unger  and  Milt 
Kusell  returned  Thursday  from  Glovers- 
ville  and  the  Schine  convention  . . . Wil- 
liam P.  Philips,  treasurer  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  Metropolitan  Playhouses,  has  de- 
ferred his  vacation  until  the  fall.  A.  M. 
Georgia,  assistant  treasurer  of  the  same 
circuit,  has  just  returned  from  his  respite. 

John  Hay  Whitney  is  spending  the 
month  of  August  in  Saratoga  attending  the 
races.  The  family  stable  is  not  doing  so 
badly,  according  to  reports  . . . Eddie  Gol- 
den became  a grandpappy  early  Thursday 
morning  with  the  arrival  of  a six-pound 
five-ounce  girl  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital,  Hollywood.  Bob  Golden,  assistant 
film  editor  at  Monogram,  also  is  passing 
out  the  cigars  . . . E.  J.  Stutz  of  the  Sono- 
tone,  Chicago,  and  H.  Engbertson  of  the 
Grant  and  Lyric,  Decorah,  la.,  were  RKO 
home  office  lounge  visitors  the  latter  part 
of  the  week  . . . Billy  Ferguson  is  mourn- 
ing the  death  of  his  father,  John,  who 
passed  auxiy  at  his  home  in  Lynn,  Mass., 
at  the  age  of  92. 


RKO  Underwriting  Plan 
Submitted  by  Odium 

New  York — A plan  for  underwriting 
an  RKO  loan  has  been  submitted  to 
federal  court  here  by  Atlas  Corp.  in  a 
letter  signed  by  Floyd  Odium,  presi- 
dent. The  plan  provides  an  additional 
$1,500,000  in  cash  and  sufficient  num- 
ber of  shares  to  be  offered  for  sale, 
subject  to  court  approval,  to  unsecured 
claim  holders  and  to  the  Rockefeller 
Center,  Inc.  Creditors  would  be  allowed 
to  subscribe  in  proportion  to  their 
claims,  with  such  right  being  limited 
to  30  days  after  common  stock  is  made 
available. 

After  all  reorganization  expenses 
have  been  met.  Atlas  desires  that  $1,- 
000,000  remain  for  the  development  of 
RKO.  The  offer  to  creditors  and  the 
Rockefeller  Center  is  to  be  made  on  or 
before  August  29. 


Commitlee  of  Eleven 
Will  Serve  Variely 

Pittsburgh — Eleven  prominent  editors 
and  writers  have  been  named  on  the  nomi- 
nation committee  for  the  Variety  Club’s 
second  annual  humanitarian  award,  ac- 
cording to  an  announcement  by  National 
Chief  Barker  John  H.  Harris. 

Acceptances  to  serve  on  the  committee 
were  received  from  the  following:  Harry 

M.  Bitner,  publisher  of  the  Pittsburgh  Sun 
Telegraph;  Sumner  Blossom,  editor  of  The 
American  Magazine;  Charles  B.  Cheney, 
managing  editor  of  the  Minneapolis  Jour- 
nal; Edward  J.  Meeman,  managing  editor 
of  the  Memphis  Press-Scimitar;  Edward 
T.  Leech,  editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Press; 
Burrows  Matthews,  editor  of  the  Buffalo 
Courier  Express;  Channing  Pollock,  au- 
thor and  writer  of  Shoreham,  Long  Island, 

N.  Y.;  Lee  ElLmaker,  editor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Daily  News;  John  Manning,  edi- 
tor of  the  Detroit  Times;  Reverend  E.  J. 
Flanagan,  foimder  of  Boys  Town,  Nebras- 
ka, and  Fulton  Oursler,  of  Liberty  maga- 
zine. 

Father  Flanagan  received  the  first  hu- 
manitarian award. 

Allied  of  N.  J.  Invites 
Prominent  Politicians 

New  York — Gov.  Harry  A.  Moore  of  New 
Jersey,  Attorney  General  Wilentz,  Senator 
Barbour  and  ex-Governor  Harold  Hoffman 
have  been  invited  to  address  delegates  to 
the  Allied  of  New  Jersey  convention  at  the 
Ritz-Carlton  Hotel,  Atlantic  City,  Septem- 
ber 6-8,  according  to  E.  Thornton  Kelly, 
who  has  been  appointed  business  mana- 
ger. Election  of  officers  will  take  place. 

4 A's  Blast  "Domination" 
Of  I A by  George  Browne 

(Continued  from  page  39) 
riety  field.  Referring  to  the  granting  of 
an  lA  charter  to  the  AFA,  the  letter  states, 
“neither  group  has  had  one  word  to  say 
about  this  strange  action.” 

Calling  conditions  a “public  scandal,” 
the  4 A’s  indicated  its  preparedness  to 
meet  any  eventuality  if  the  executive  coun- 
cil failed  to  correct  the  situation. 

'The  membership  of  the  4 A’s  also  re- 
ceived a petition  which  they  were  asked 
to  sign  to  signify  their  support  against  the 
encroachment  of  the  lA  and  to  strike  if 
such  action  is  deemed  necessary. 

Meanwhile,  the  “Ferrets,”  a minority 
group  of  the  AFA,  circulated  petitions  ask- 
ing for  amendments  which  would  make 
possible  either  the  absorption  of  the  union 
by  the  recently  formed  American  Guild  of 
Variety  Artists,  dissolution  of  the  AFA  or 
ousting  of  present  officials. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKK  KATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

310  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
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J^AVE  GREENBERG,  manager  of  the  Va- 
riety Club,  and  his  wife,  Florence,  are 
seriously  ill  with  pneumonia.  They  con- 
tracted it  from  their  baby  son,  who  is 
recovering  from  the  disease.  Dave  is  in 
Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  his  wife  in  Jewish 
Hospital  . . . William  J.  Greenfield  is 
taking  over  the  Sherwood  and  the  Balti- 
more from  Earl  and  Joe  Forte  and  will 
close  the  houses  for  renovations  . . . The 
Susquehanna,  former  Affiliated  house,  has 
been  taken  over  by  Charles  Stiefel.  It’s 
being  remodeled  for  a September  opening 
. . . Jack  Beresin,  Berio  Vending  Co.,  is 
chairman  of  Variety  Club’s  dinner  com- 
mittee. 

George  Fishman,  Republic,  is  rumored 
getting  an  important  post  with  the  Demo- 
cratic city  committee  lor  the  coming  elec- 
tion . . . Raymond  Rosen,  phonograph  dis- 
tributor, and  BeJiny  the  Bum.  night  club 
operator,  both  well  k?iow?i  to  film  men,  are 
reported  to  have  made  "killings” — $20,000 
and  $12,000,  respectively — at  shore  houses 
of  chance  . . . Monograimners  Sam  Rosen 
and  Bill  Porter  are  beaming  over  the  un- 
expected publicity  they're  gettmg  for  their 
ynarihuana  picture,  “Assassm  of  Youth.” 
City  and  federal  authorities  are  making  a 
drive  against  the  weed  and  newspapers 
are  giving  it  a big  play. 

Paramount  notes:  Rose  Weisman,  ad 
sales  stenographer,  is  back  after  a week 
at  Loch  Sheldrake,  N.  Y.  , . , George  Kelly, 
assistant  shipper,  is  still  trying  to  convince 
office  skeptics  his  “trip  to  Canada”  was 
the  real  thing,  not  a moving  picture  . . . 
Ann  Bubeck,  accounting  department,  is 
going  around  talking  about  the  fish  “that 
long”  she  caught  at  Moosehead  Lake,  Me, 
She  has  a photo  to  prove  it,  but  “I  haven’t 
had  time  to  get  it  developed  yet”  . . , Mert 
Nason,  Jersey  booker,  forgot  his  feet  hadn’t 
tanned  during  his  summer  of  tennis  play- 
ing and  exposed  them  to  the  sun  at  Mar- 
gate. Result:  Sun-poisoning.  And  it 
wouldn’t  hurt  so  much,  he  says,  if  his 
feet  weren’t  so  darn  big. 

Chief  Censor  Edna  R.  Carroll  expects 
to  give  her  eyes  a rest  ivith  a week’s  va- 
cation starting  some  day  this  week  . . . 
Harry  Thomas,  New  York  independent  dis- 
tributor, dropped  into  town  . . . George 
Resnick.  Cayuga,  may  take  over  the  Grant 
. . . Milt  Rogasner  is  teaming  with  Harry 
Ball,  Landsdowne,  in  arranging  the  Va- 
riety golf  tournament  . . . The  Showmen's 
Club  will  be  holding  its  first  clambake. 

Film  Delivery  Drivers  in 
Albany  Strike  4 Hours 

Albany — A strike  by  union  drivers  for 
several  trucking  concerns  seeking  to  force 
discontinuance  of  print  deliveries  by  sev- 
eral independent  chauffeurs  and  by  occa- 
sional exhibitors,  tied  up  local  exchanges 
four  hours  on  one  of  their  busiest  days. 

A union  official  is  said  to  have  instruct- 
ed drivers  for  Firlik  Film  Service,  a local 
organization  trucking  films  in  this  vicinity, 
and  Smith  & Howell,  Syracuse  company, 
to  withhold  delivery  of  prints  to  branch  of- 
fices and  to  refuse  to  pick  up  others. 
Railway  Express  men  joined  in  the  strike, 
according  to  reports. 


August  16,  at  Kugler’s  Mohican  Club  on 
the  Delaware  . . . Jimmie  Dormond,  War- 
ner, will  go  rustic  on  his  vacation  "some- 
where in  the  honest-to-goodness  country.” 

Sam  Blatt,  one  of  the  oldest  exhibitors 
on  the  street,  has  been  losing  poundage 
lining  in  for  Dave  Barrist  at  Quality  Pre- 
miums. Dave  is  expected  back  from  the 
Argentine  this  week  . . . Bill  O’Neill,  Ledger, 
is  getting  exhibitors  out  to  the  A’s  games 
to  root  for  his  kid  brother,  Harry  “Porky” 
O’Neill,  substitute  catcher  . . . Betty  Bro- 
dell,  Embassy  singer,  is  looking  forward  to 
ihe  new  UA  picture,  “Winter  Carnival.” 
Her  15-year-old  sister,  Joan,  has  a part 
in  it.  Harry  Bodkin  is  promising  a pri- 
vate screening  for  friends  of  the  girl. 

Bill  Heenaji,  Peerless,  is  now  represent- 
ing Alexander  Preview  Co.,  trailer  dis- 
tributors . . . Leo  Posel,  erecting  the  Tyson 
in  the  northeast,  is  keeping  an  eye  on  a 
demolition  operation  a few  blocks  away, 
where  Abe  Feinstone  is  announcing  erec- 
tion of  a new  house,  the  Unruh  . . . Syd 
Mesibov,  Warner  ad  man,  this  week  was 
faced  with  having  to  celebrate  his  wed- 
ding anniversary  one  day  and  his  wife’s 
birthday  two  days  later.  He  solved  the 
problem  by  taking  a week’s  vacation  . . . 
Mae  Finlayson,  pretty  Monogram  girl,  is 
off  on  vacation  to  Wildwood,  where  all  the 
handsome  policemen  go. 

Coroner  Charles  H.  Hersch  will  boost 
local  newsreel  men  when  he  shows  a film 
of  Holmesburg  prison  horrors  at  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Coroners’  meeting  in 
San  Francisco  this  week  . . . “Cow  Time” 
Weller  is  what  residents  of  Athens,  Pa., 
are  calling  the  operator  of  the  Morley. 
He  insists  on  going  by  standard  time  . . . 
Herb  Pearlman,  Paramount  ad  salesman, 
is  off  to  the  shore  . . . Silvert  Setron, 
Logan,  tied  up  with  the  Daily  News  pho- 
tograph contest  by  arranging  to  have  one 
of  the  paper’s  photographers  at  the  open- 
ing of  “Captain  Fury”  . . , Lou  Black, 
Warner,  Wilmington,  is  house-hunting. 

Bill  Israel,  Earle,  won  applause  for  his 
clever  "scientific”  lobby  display  on  "How 
Ann  Sheridan  Got  Oomph.”  It  was  made 
up  of  old  magazine  shots  . . . Jake  Gold- 
man, Imperial-QQth,  is  on  vacation  . . . 
Lee  Kline,  Orpheum,  got  up  a swell  stunt 
on  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  by  running  an 
election  among  school  pupils  for  the  most 
popular  teacher  in  Germantown.  Winnmg 
teacher  is  to  be  theatre  "host”  opening 
night. 

Jack  LeHota,  assistant  manager  at  the 
State,  kept  things  humming  while  Marty 
Goldenberg  was  on  vacation  by  getting  a 
stuffed  animal  display  installed  in  the 
local  YMCA  to  boost  “Tarzan  Finds  a Son.” 
Free  posters  brought  the  kids  out  in 
droves  . . . Herman  Schuster,  Wynne,  an- 
other wide-awake  assistant,  ran  an  essay 
contest  on  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  while 
Edgar  Wolf  was  on  vacation.  Contest  win- 
ner got  an  original  scenario  script  . . . 
Harry  Tarranto,  Aldine,  is  sending  out 
announcements  about  the  reopening. 

Lou  Black,  Warner,  Wilmington,  boost- 
ed his  theatre  in  a half  page  of  coopera- 
tive ads  . . . Fred  Leopold,  Grand,  Wil- 


mington, is  being  captioned  “Warden”  for 
his  displays  to  ballyhoo  "cops  and  robbers” 
pictures.  Latest  stunt  was  posting  scores 
of  "Wanted”  circulars  obtained  from  De- 
partment of  Justice  . . . Harry  Olmsted, 
Ritz,  York,  is  back  from  vacation. 

Field  Sales  Progress  Is 
Columbia  Meet  Topic 

New  York — Territorial  sales  progress 
was  the  subject  at  a meeting  of  five  Co- 
lumbia district  managers  and  Abe  Mon- 
tague and  Rube  Jackter,  general  sales 
manager  and  assistant,  in  the  home  office 
Friday.  Present  were  Sam  Galanty,  mid- 
east;  Phil  Dunas,  Chicago;  Lou  Moscow, 
south;  Carl  Shalit,  Detroit,  and  Jerry 
Safron,  Los  Angeles. 


• REVIEW 


FLASHES  • 


IN  NAME  ONLY  (RKO) — Sophisticated  and 
smartly  dialogued  society  triangle  drama 
possessing  story  ingredients  and  estab- 
lished names  which  should  assure  it  wide 
patronage  and  audience  acclaim.  Carole 
Lombard,  Cary  Grant  and  Kay  Francis  in 
toplines  of  a fine  cast.  George  Haight  pro- 
duced; John  Cromwell  directed. 

LADY  OF  THE  TROPICS  (M-G-M)— Torrid 
love  story  of  the  ”never-the-twain-shall- 
meet"  variety  which  will  be  right  down 
the  alley  of  those  who  crave  their  film 
romance  sizzling,  and  which  temperature, 
more  importantly,  should  mark  its  record 
at  the  turnstiles.  Robert  Taylor  and  Hedy 
Lamarr,  the  latter  appearing  to  much 
greater  advantage  than  heretofore,  are 
splendid  in  a screenplay  beautifully  mold- 
ed to  their  joint  talents  as  screen  lovers 
whose  union  is  sure  to  please  the  fans. 
Sam  Zimbalist  produced;  Jack  Conway  di- 
rected. 

MAN  FROM  TEXAS  (Mono)— With  Tex  Rit- 
ter as  a railroad  trouble-shooter  protecting 
New  Mexico  ranchers  from  the  inroads  of 
a land-gathering  schemer,  this  is  the  best 
of  the  1939  Monogram  series.  A fine  script 
keeps  the  film  moving  under  the  expert 
direction  of  A1  Herman. 

NIGHT  WORK  (Para) — A weak  script  and 
heavily  over-drawn  characterizations  slow 
this  comedy  effort  concerning  the  Fitch 
family  down  to  a low-bracket  classifica- 
tion. Mary  Boland,  Charles  Ruggles,  Joyce 
Matthews.  George  Archainbaud  directed. 

RANGE  WAR  (Para) — The  redoubtable  Hop- 
along  Cassidy  again  throws  lead  and  fists 
in  the  cause  of  law  and  order  and  with 
usual  results,  albeit  his  crusading  for  the 
right  is  not  up  to  the  high  entertainment 
average  of  the  popular  series  due  to  a 
below  par  story  and  the  supporting  cast. 
Harry  Sherman  produced;  Lesley  Selander 
directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 
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Schiners  Cheer  Radio 
Film  Player  Curb 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Schine  managers 
and  leaders  in  the  trade  applauded  at  the 
annual  Schine  Theatrical  Enterprises  con- 
vention here  the  statement  of  Herman 
Wobber,  vice-president  and  general  sales 
manager  of  20th  Century-Fox,  that  stars 
would  be  restricted  in  their  appearances 
on  the  radio. 

“Our  company  will  do  everything  pos- 
sible in  the  future  to  keep  stars  that  be- 
long to  moving  pictures  and  that  were 
made  by  moving  pictures  from  appearing 
on  radio  and  television  programs.  I,  per- 
sonally, am  strongly  against  it.  Those  stars 
are  yours  and  they  should  remain  yours,” 
Wobber  said. 

His  statement  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  important  things  to  come  out  of  the 
annual  conclave,  which  wound  up  Friday 
at  2 p.  m.,  after  four  days  of  intensive  ses- 
sions, relieved  by  Thursday’s  big  golf 
tournament  and  steak  roast. 

Hear  James  Grainger 

Other  prominent  industry  leaders  who 
spoke  included  James  Grainger,  president 
of  Republic,  who  promised  that  the  com- 
pany’s forthcoming  “Wagons  Westward” 
starring  John  Wayne  would  be  “every  bit 
as  big  and  bigger”  than  “Man  of  Con- 
quest.” 

“Republic  has  reached  the  point  where 
major  producers  are  compelled  to  give  her 
the  recognition  she  deserves,”  he  said. 

Leon  Bamberger  of  RKO  stressed  the 
advantages  of  a personalized  mailing  list 
reaching  key  cities,  while  Rodney  Bush 
of  20th  Century-Fox  told  of  the  national 
publicity  activities,  and  cited  the  news  that 
is  in  the  studios,  as  proved  by  the  num- 
ber of  paid  correspondents  maintained  in 
Hollywood  by  leading  syndicates  and 
newspapers. 

Lou  Pollock  of  Paramount  stressed  the 
importance  of  fan  magazines.  As  an  illus- 
tration, he  took  the  nearby  city  of  Am- 
sterdam which  has  a population  of  ap- 
proximately 35,000.  In  that  city,  he  said, 
an  average  of  25,000  fan  magazines  are 
sold  monthly,  showing  the  wide,  general 
appeal  of  the  films  and  film  art.  “People 
want  to  know  about  their  stars;  they  want 
to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  industry,” 
he  said.  “A  great  job  of  pre-selling  is  done 
by  the  fan  magazines.” 

Shorts  Are  Important 

He  said  their  advertising  appeal  was 
sharper  than  newspapers  because  better 
paper  permitted  better  art  and  printing 
effects. 

Lee  Blumberg  of  Warner  outlined  the 
various  steps  producers  take  to  pre-sell 
pictures,  especially  shorts.  A short  often 
“decides  where  a family  is  going  to  the 
movies  when  there  is  a choice  of  two  or 
more  theatres,”  he  said. 

Joe  Unger  of  Paramount  outlined  the 
coming  season’s  product,  while  Alec  Moss 
took  up  the  topic,  “Does  Showmanship 
Sell  Seats?”  He  emphasized  that  show- 
manship was,  after  all,  the  main  thing, 
that  housekeeping,  and  everything  else 
was  secondary.  Showmanship,  in  fact,  he 
said,  is  so  important  that  industry  is  bor- 
rowing it  in  increasing  ratio,  and  in  this 


A iL  n 

HINCHEY,  assistant  buyer  for  the 
Warner  theatre  circuit,  visited  the  up- 
state zone  office  and  Chief  Moe  Silver  . . . 
Ed  Seiette,  manager  of  Warner’s  Albany, 
suffered  a sprained  ankle  when  thrown 
from  a horse.  He  vacationed  near  Boston 
. . . James  P.  Faughnan,  Warner  contact 
manager,  left  on  a trip  to  Thousand 
Islands  . . . A1  La  Flamme,  Madison  man- 
ager, off  for  a vacation  with  Atlantic  City 
as  a stop  . . . Eddie  McEvoy,  RKO  di- 
vision manager,  stopped  at  the  local  branch 
office  en  route  to  Schine  headquarters  in 
Gloversville  . . . Pete  Dana,  former  Uni- 
versal branch  boss  here  and  now  top  man 
in  Kansas  City  territory,  renewed  ac- 
quaintances on  Filmrow.  He  had  been  vis- 
iting New  York. 

Milton  Golden,  former  manager  of  Para- 
mount, Schroon  Lake,  took  over  Strand 
in  Cape  Vincent,  at  tip  of  Thousand  Is- 
lands. Harry  Savett  had  been  operating 
theatre  . . . Charles  Gordon  of  Olympic, 
Utica,  commutes  daily  to  his  summer  camp, 
60  miles  away  . . . Cecil  N.  Patten  of  State, 
Adams,  is  planning  an  August  vacation  m 
Albany.  A brother -hi -law  lives  here. 
Adams,  incidentally,  is  setting  his  eve- 
ning shows  back  an  hour,  in  order  to  please 
farmer  patrons  who  observe  standard  time. 
Adams,  like  other  towns  in  Watertown 
area,  went  on  fast  time  this  year,  although 
the  margin  for  adoption  of  daylight  sav- 
ing time  was  small  at  Adams.  Second  show 
in  state  starts  at  10  p.  m.,  daylight  time. 

Fabian  men  on  vacation : Friendly  George 
Lofink  of  division  office;  Alex  Sayles, 
manager  of  Palace,  Albany;  R.  C.  Murphy, 
manager  of  Proctor’s,  Schenectady;  Guy 
Graves,  manager  of  State,  Schenectady  . . . 
Chick  Mlinarik,  Columbia  shipper,  away 
for  two  weeks.  Ditto.  Georgette  Bingham, 
secretary  to  Booker  Stanley  Goldberg  . . . 
Camille  Allie,  secretary  to  Joe  Miller,  Co- 
lumbia manager,  weekending  at  Thomp- 


connection  he  cited  the  General  Motors 
exhibit  at  the  N.  Y.  World’s  Pair. 

Charles  Casanave,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  National  Screen,  con- 
tended that  the  lobby  is  the  show  window 
of  the  theatre  and  should  be  treated  as 
such.  Eddie  Golden,  vice-president  of 
Monogram,  spoke  on  the  field  of  the  in- 
dependent, which  he  said  is  destined  to 
grow  more  important  with  the  years. 
Monogram’s  new  feature,  “Rip  Van  Win- 
kle” would  be  previewed  in  this  territory, 
he  promised,  and  the  company  is  setting 
aside  a special  fund  for  prizes  for  Schine 
managers  who  put  on  the  best  campaign. 

Lou  Weinberg  of  Columbia  declared  that 
his  company  “will  take  no  back  seat  from 
anybody”  in  stressing  that  it  plans  the 
greatest  product  of  its  career  during  the 
coming  season.  Eddie  McEvoy  of  RKO 
said  that  an  analysis,  town  for  town, 
showed  the  Schine  houses  were  turning  in 
better  grosses  than  any  other  circuit.  Mor- 
ris Bergman  paid  tribute  to  the  Schine 
new  advertising  campaign  as  the  biggest 
advance  made  in  years. 

J.  Myer  Schine,  president  of  Schine  En- 
terprises, who  introduced  the  speakers, 
kept  the  conclave  moving  swiftly.  Harold 
P.  Sliter  was  general  chairman. 


son’s  Lake  . . . Mary  Hawkins,  Republic 
booker,  and  her  mother  motored  to  Yon- 
kers for  the  weekend. 

Names  that  somehow  miss  news  columns: 
Doug  Klein,  Columbia  advertising  depart- 
ment; Bill  Cooper,  Republic  cashier  Uie 
originally  worked  in  Consolidated  Labora- 
tories for  Herbert  J.  Yates,  now  also  head 
of  Republic) ; Lee  Beecher,  Paramount  ad- 
man; Chris  Marks,  operator  of  Rialto  and 
Highland,  Utica;  Don  Augello  of  Family, 
Utica  . . . Grand  National  is  reissuing  in 
this  territory  two  James  Cagneys,  “Great 
Guy,"  made  1936,  and  “Something  to  Sing 
About,”  produced  in  1937. 

The  World’s  Fair  is  a magnet  for  Film- 
row  vacationers  . . . Winifred  Allen,  20th 
Century-Fox  cashier,  and  Kitty  Heavenor, 
head  inspectress  in  that  exchange,  saw 
Whalen’s  Wonders.  Ditto,  Alice  Smith, 
switchboard  operator  in  the  Warner  of- 
iice.  Miss  Smith  hopes  to  make  another 
trip  to  Flushing  before  the  exposition 
closes  . . . Bill  Kraemer,  Schine  booker 
in  the  Albany  territory,  took  it  in,  too. 
He  was  on  the  Row  for  a day  after  re- 
turning from  the  metropolitan  area.  Helen 
Wisper,  secretary  to  Moe  Grassgreen,  20th 
Century-Pox  manager,  automobiled  to  Lake 
George,  Montreal  and  Toronto  on  a week’s 
trip.  Oakdale,  L.  I.,  and  Cape  Cod  were 
ether  places  visited.  Elmer  (Bud)  Dale, 
shipper  and  ad  sales  assistant,  vacationed 
in  Syracuse. 

Report  of  the  impending  transfer  of 
Bill  Kraemer,  Schine  booker  in  the  Al- 
bany territory,  to  the  circuit’s  Washing- 
ton office,  couples  Harry  Thompson  with  a 
return  to  this  area  in  Kraemer’s  place. 
Thompson  held  the  post  before  he  was 
sent  to  the  Bellefonte,  Ohio,  office.  He 
was  booker  for  the  Smalley  circuit  and 
manager  for  First  National  in  Albany 
prior  to  joining  the  Schine  organization. 


He  Still  Believes  Barnum 
Relative  to  Advertising 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — With  the  observa- 
tion many  of  Barnum’s  showmanship 
methods  “would  not  be  considered  so 
kosher  today,”  Leon  Bamberger,  RKO’s 
sales  promotion  manager,  told  delegates 
and  guests  to  the  Schine  circuit  conven- 
tion he  still  agrees  with  Barnum’s  state- 
ment “ ‘that  advertising  is  the  life,  the 
breath  and  the  soul’  of  the  amusement 
business.” 

He  said  a good  test  for  any  advertising 
is  to  see  if  it  meets  the  requirements  laid 
down  by  the  late  Arthur  Brisbane,  who  is 
credited  with : “ ‘Any  advertisement,  to  be 
effective,  must  accomplish  five  things. 
The  reader  must  see  it,  read  it,  under- 
stand it,  believe  it,  and  want  what  is 
advertised’.” 


Remodel  at  Troy 

Troy — The  Troy,  Warner’s  ace  house 
here,  has  closed  for  remodeling,  redeco- 
rating and  re-equipping  that  will  cost  an 
estimated  $40,000  to  $50,000. 
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pARAMOUNT’S  “Vince”  Dougherty  had 
a birthday,  July  29,  so  he  and  Mrs. 
Dougherty  decided  to  celebrate  with  a 
dinner  party  at  the  Shoreham  Hotel  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Grace  and  Dick  Doyle 
as  guests.  From  there,  they  visited  the  Va- 
riety Club  where  they  were  joined  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Bachman,  “Terry”  O’Con- 
nor, “Duchess”  Hall,  and  “Buddy”  Han- 
son. Needless  to  say,  the  event  will  be 
long  remembered  . . . Metro’s  Pete  Prince 
returned  from  his  vacation  sporting  a 
nifty  tan  and  a misplaced  eyebrow  . . . 
Metro’s  Jack  Goldberg,  aided  by  Mrs. 
Goldberg,  entertained  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudy 
Berger  at  the  Woodmont  Country  Club 
. . . RKO’s  Helen  Paulson,  has  been  con- 
futed to  her  home  with  a severe  eye  ail- 
ment. 

Emerson  Russell,  Lyceum,  Chestertown. 
is  a yachting  enthusiast  and  is  always  in 
attendajice  at  the  local  regattas  . . . RKO’s 
Archie  Rose  is  quite  elated  over  the  suc- 
cess of  his  softball  team  which  took  hon- 
ors at  the  exchange’s  recent  picnic.  And. 
mcidentally , John  Caldwell  of  the  Lee, 
Appomattox,  advises  his  ball  team  jour- 
neyed to  the  capital  and  took  the  Loew’s 
team  into  camp  . . . Metro’s  Helen  Pender 
has  returned  to  her  duties  after  a recent 
illness,  while  Mark  Turner  has  departed  on 
his  vacation  to  Virginia  . . . Earle  Nor- 
ris, Princess  Anne,  is  spending  a few  days 
at  the  New  York  fair. 

John  J.  Payette,  Warner  general  zone 
manager,  has  set  August  9 for  the  annual 
outing  for  district  and  theatre  managers, 
same  to  be  held  at  Annapolis  Roads  with 
the  local  branch  managers  as  guests  . . . 
The  Schine  managei’s  conventioned  in 
Gloversville,  August  1-4  . . . Metro’s  Phil 
Bobys  is  off  for  a swing  through  the 
Clinch  Valley. 

Dan  Tirrell  also  has  returned,  he  having 
chosen  Bethany  Beach  to  acquire  that  en- 
vied coat  of  tan  which  serves  as  an  ideal 
background  for  a newly  grown  mustache 
. . . Mrs.  Isabelle  Baugh,  secretary  to  Bud 
McGowan,  has  returned  from  a visit  with 
relatives  in  Chicago.  And  now  it  is  Bud's 
turn  for  a two-iveek  respite  to  be  high- 
lighted with  a fishing  trip  . . . Katherine 
McGlynn,  Warner  booking  department,  is 
off  for  a two-week  sojourn. 


Grand  National  in  a Deal 
For  8 Outdoor  Features 

New  York — Grand  National  has  closed 
a deal  with  Golden  West  Pictures,  Inc., 
headed  by  Charles  E.  Goetz,  prominent 
Arizona  business  man,  for  eight  outdoor 
features,  to  be  made  in  color. 

First  on  the  schedule  is  “Call  of  the 
Range,”  to  be  finished  in  Magnacolor. 
This  is  the  first  of  a proposed  series  of 
outside  producer  deals. 


Webber,  Farnol  to  Coast 

New  York — Herman  Wobber,  20th-Fox 
general  sales  manager,  left  Friday  for 
Hollywood  for  studio  conferences.  Lynn 
Farnol  planed  to  the  coast  Sunday  for  UA 
producer  conferences.  He  is  expected  back 
in  a week. 


Bid  for  Particulars  Bill 
In  Folly  Suit  to  Wait 


New  York — Federal  Judge  Murray  Hul- 
bert  has  reserved  decision  on  the  applica- 
tion by  all  the  majors.  Republic,  Mono- 
gram Distributing  Corp.,  Randforce 
Amusement  Co.,  Samuel  Rinzler  and  Louis 
Frisch  for  a bill  of  particulars  and  a dis- 
missal of  the  $750,000  suit  of  the  Folly 
Amusement  Co. 

The  plaintiff  charges  violation  of  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  act  and  claims  his 
theatre,  the  Folly  in  Brooklyn,  had  been 
put  out  of  business  through  acts  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants  in  depriving  it  of 
product. 

Only  one  defendant  sought  a dismissal. 
This  was  UA,  which,  through  Benjamin 
Pepper,  advanced  the  argument  that,  since 
the  complaint  charges  interstate  commerce 
and  since  there  is  no  interstate  commerce 
involved,  the  federal  court  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion. 


lU  IIF  IF  A IL  O 

JNSTALLING  William  Dipson,  son  of 

Nikitas  K.,  as  manager,  the  Dipson-Basil 
interests  marked  their  take-over  of  the 
erstwhile  Shea’s  Century  by  replacing 
Michael’s  name  with  the  symbol  20th, 
which  caused  a lot  of  speculation  as  to 
what  20th  Century-Fox  Film  may  think 
about  it.  Don  Harpole,  assistant  manager 
at  the  Dipson  Capitol  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
has  come  here  in  a somewhat  similar  role, 
and  Jerry  Westergren,  a former  film  com- 
pany exploitation  representative,  is  the 
advertising  agent.  A temporary  policy  of 
double-feature  pictures  was  set  up. 
Changes,  according  to  Nicholas  J.  Basil, 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
Basil  Enterprises,  Inc.,  await  completion 
of  negotiations  upon  which  he  and  Dip- 
son  sr.  are  working.  Meanwhile  re -seat- 
ing of  the  theatre  has  begun,  in  night 
shifts. 

Simultaneous  with  its  opening  of  the 
Century,  the  Basil-Dipson  group  took  over 
the  East  Side  community  house,  the  Bailey, 
in  Buffalo,  and  the  Riviera,  in  North 
Tonawanda,  both  also  former  units  of  the 
Shea  circuit.  Edward  Wise,  a former  Basil 
manager  and  recently  a teacher  in  eastern 
Neiv  York,  has  returned  to  direct  the 
Bailey.  A manager  for  the  Riviera  will  be 
named  next  week  . . . The  Keith-Gar field 
in  Randolph,  to  have  400  seats,  will  be 
completed  late  this  month.  Merchants  of 
the  village,  which  is  getting  its  first  actual 
theatre  building,  are  arranging  to  collabo- 
rate with  the  exhibitors  in  a gala  open- 
ing September  9. 

Frank  Quinlivan,  manager  of  Shea’s 
Elmwood  for  several  years,  has  resigned 
to  take  a similar  position  at  Schine’s  Ri- 
viera, Rochester.  Succeeding  him  is  Eddie 
Miller  . . . Emile  Giffoniello,  who  man- 
aged the  Century  through  the  latter  years 
of  the  Shea  regime,  now  is  swinging  about 
the  circuit  covering  vacations  . . . Jerome 
B.  Harrison,  manager  of  the  Mercury,  was 
married  in  Philadelphia  this  week.  The 
bride  is  the  former  Rue  Ball,  a member 
of  the  staff  of  the  Studio  Theatre,  for- 
merly the  Europa.  which  Harrison  man- 
aged before  coming  to  Buffalo. 


gUDDY  SILVERBERG,  Park,  took  a boat 
ride  to  Tolchester  Beach  with  his 
heartbeat  on  a picnic  and  decided  to  go 
fishing.  Results:  Missed  his  boat  back  and 
the  fish  . . . Arthur  Pacy  and  wife  are 
vacationing  at  Ocean  City  for  the  sum- 
mer . . . Arthur  Soltz,  formerly  manager 
of  the  Lyceum,  Sparrows  Point,  Md.,  is 
now  managing  the  new  Essex  bowling  al- 
leys at  Essex,  Md.  . . . Another  fish  story: 
Frank  Stang,  Casino  manager,  returned 
from  his  vacation  on  the  Magothy  River, 
claims  he  caught  17  rock  fish  from  12  to 
17  inches  long. 

Walter  Silverberg,  Park,  home  from  the 
hospital  and  is  now  walking  his  pet  dog 
around  . . . Chief  Barker  Lou  Rome  held 
a midsummer  get-together  party  in  the 
new  air-conditioned  club  rooms  . . . Leon 
Bach  is  vacationing  at  Virginia  Beach  . . . 
Fred  Eberline,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Casino,  has  given  his  girl  friend  an  en- 
gagement ring  . . . Harold  Grott,  man- 
ager of  the  Met,  is  sporting  a new  car  . . . 
Phil  Buck,  Regent  assistant  manager,  is 
vacationing  at  Atlantic  City. 

James  Dixon,  Century  doorman,  is  re- 
lieving David  Marks,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Parkway,  while  Marks  is  relieving 
Boyd  Sparrows,  manager  of  Loew’s  Park- 
way, Wilmington.  Boyd  is  vacationing  . . . 
Chief  Usher  Schnepf  at  the  Century,  is 
the  proud  papa  of  an  eight-pound  boy. 

RodJiey  Collier,  Stanley  manager,  re- 
turns from  New  York  after  doing  the  Fair 
. . . Eddie  Wyatt,  Preston  manager,  says 
he  has  added  another  100  watts  to  his 
amateur  radio  station  which  boosts  it  up 
to  400  . . . Lyceum,  Sparrows  Point,  is  be- 
ing redecorated  outside.  It  is  now  man- 
aged by  R.  Vincetti  jr. 

Herbert  Hartman,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Boulevard,  is  on  the  sick  list  . . . 
Lillian  Silberman,  Preston  cashier,  is 
vacationing  . . . Gene  Freedland,  Avenue 
manager,  is  celebrating  his  wooden  anni- 
versary ...  If  anyone  sees  Morris  (Pappy) 
Oletsky,  please  ask  him  to  show  you  his 
baby’s  picture. 


Recent  Ruling  on  German 
Raw  Film  Protested 

Washington — American  companies  have 
protested  a new  ruling  by  the  treasury 
department  that  films  from  Europe, 
printed  here  on  basic  German  raw  film 
be  regarded  as  German  films,  and  as  such 
subject  to  the  25  per  cent  higher  duty 
assessed  against  various  German  made 
products. 

The  protest  is  based  on  the  contention 
that  pictures  produced  outside  of  Ger- 
many and  developed  here  will  be  included 
under  the  ruling,  if  they  happen  to  be  on 
German  raw  stock. 


Warner  Petition  Denied 
In  "Nazi  Spy"  Action 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Murray  Hul- 
bert  has  denied  the  application  of  War- 
ner for  a bill  of  particulars  from  Kathe- 
rine Moog,  who  is  suing  for  $75,000  for  al- 
leged libel  in  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.” 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS  OF  THE  PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 

km  MAPS  BAHLE  AGAINST  lATSE;  CHARGE 
ROBERT  MONTGOMERY  PARTLY  FINANCED  USTG 


All  for  Labor  Peace 

Plunged  into  one  of  the  gravest  labor  situations  to  confront  the  studios  in  many 
years,  the  Producers  Association  has  sidetracked  all  activities,  save  its  most  essen- 
tial routine  matters,  and  is  pushing  all  effort  toward  an  amicable  solution  of  the 
complex  jurisdictional  dispute  between  the  International  Alliance  of  Theatrical  Stage 
Employes  and  the  United  Studio  Technicians  Guild. 

Consequently,  any  plans  for  Hollywood's  participation  in  the  industry's  "Golden 
Jubilee"  celebration  this  fall  have  been  made  virtually  extinct.  They  already  were 
seriously  crippled  when  eastern  executives  of  the  Hays  office  refused  to  set  aside 
an  allowance  to  man  and  operate  a local  staff. 

Will  Hays,  MPPDA  president,  who  has  been  here  for  a month,  is  an  ex-officio 
participant  in  association  huddles  dealing  with  the  labor  crisis. 


Industry  Labor  Situation 
Is  Daily  Becoming  More 
Complicated  Than  Ever 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 

The  industry’s  “jigsaw  puzzle”  labor 
situation,  so  complicated  as  to  defy  an- 
alysis by  any  normal  mind,  has  been  fur- 
ther befuddled  through  the  addition  of 
two  more  many-sided  pieces; 

1.  The  Screen  Actors  Guild  and  other 
affiliates  of  the  Associated  Actors  and 
Artistes  of  America  are  mapping  plans  for 
a fight  to  the  finish  against  encroach- 
ment of  the  International  Alliance  of 
Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  which  in  New 
York  presented  a charter  to  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Actors  as  a step  to- 
ward taking  jurisdiction  over  every  type 
of  acting  talent.  The  AFA’s  charter  as  an 
affiliate  of  the  AAAA  was  recently  re- 
voked. 

2.  The  studio  labor  battle  between  the 
lATSE  and  the  United  Studio  Technicians 
Guild  was  made  more  confusing  when 
Alex  Saunders  resigned  as  secretary  of 
the  USTG  and,  in  an  affidavit  filed  with 
the  national  labor  relations  board, 
charged  the  newly-formed  union  had  been 
financed  to  the  extent  of  $5,000  by  Robert 
Montgomery  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild. 
He  further  contended  the  USTG  had  only 
25  members  when  its  NLRB  petition  was 


Actors  Guild  Set 
For  Battle 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild  has  started 
circularizing  petitions  among  actors 
calling  for  them  to: 

1.  Pledge  loyalty  to  the  Associated 
Actors  and  Artistes  of  America. 

2.  Strike  if  "deemed  necessary"  to 
fight  the  threatened  encroachment  by 
the  International  Alliance  of  Theatrical 
Stage  Employes. 

lATSE  and  producer  representatives 
are  continuing  conferences  of  the 
crucial  situation. 


filed.  The  affidavit  formed  part  of  a peti- 
tion filed  with  the  NLRB  by  the  lATSE 
asking  that  the  USTG’s  request  for  a bar- 
gaining election  be  denied. 

The  lATSE’s  demands  that  producers 
immediately  sign  new  closed  shop  agree- 
ments with  11  lA  studio  locals — disre- 
garding the  claims  of  the  USTG — with 
the  walkout  of  12,000  studio  workers  the 
hinted  penalty  for  refusal,  caused  the 
producers  to  call  a special  association 
meeting  at  which  a negotiating  commit- 
tee, headed  by  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  was 
appointed.  This  committee  is  studying 
the  situation  and  holding  conferences  with 
lA  representatives,  and  will  present  a 
report  within  a few  days  suggesting  a 
plan  of  action.  The  lA,  for  the  time  being, 
apparently  is  content  with  this  method  of 
procedure. 

Met  With  Producers 

USTG  leaders  met  with  producers  and 
NLRB  leaders  in  connection  with  its  plea 
a date  for  a collective  bargaining  elec- 
tion be  set.  lA  representatives  refused  to 
participate  in  the  conference.  Simul- 
taneously, the  USTG  moved  to  block  sign- 
ing of  an  lA  closed  shop  contract  by  dis- 
tributing pamphlets  to  Fox  West  Coast 
theatre  patrons  branding  the  lA  as  a 
“racket.” 

Charges  Montgomery  had  financed  the 
USTG  were  vigorously  denied  by  SAG  ex- 
ecutives. In  a special  session  of  the  board 
of  directors,  Sophie  Tucker  was  suspended 
for  her  “flagrant  offense”  in  accepting  an 
lA  charter  for  the  AFA,  and  voted  to  place 
all  of  its  resources  at  the  AAAA’s  dis- 


posal to  battle  lA  encroachment,  with  in- 
dications the  fight  will  be  taken  to  court 
and  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
if  necessary.  The  actors  bowed  out  of  the 
Central  Labor  Council  when  that  organi- 
zation refused  to  unseat  five  delegates 
from  the  local  AFA  chapter. 

As  a by-product  of  the  USTG-IATSE 
feud,  the  lA’s  photographers’  local  has 
laid  down  an  ultimatum  to  producers  that 
a contract  now  held  with  the  American 
Society  of  Cinematographers  must  be 
abolished. 

Along  less  turbulent  lines,  develop- 
ments included: 

Orders  have  been  received  from  Wash- 
ington by  the  NLRB  setting  August  8 as 
the  date  for  reopening  of  the  Screen 
Writers  Guild  hearing,  in  which  the  SWG 
will  request  that  producers  be  ordered  to 
immediately  negotiate  a closed  shop  con- 
tract. 

The  NLRB  is  conducting  a hearing  to 
determine  whether  the  Screen  Cartoonists 
Guild  shall  be  designated  exclusive  bar- 
gaining agent  for  the  craft.  The  SCG 
claims  jurisdiction  in  the  Schlesinger, 
Lantz,  Katz  and  M-G-M  cartoon  units. 

Producers  have  signed  a five-year  agree- 
ment with  the  Scenic  Artists  Ass’n,  call- 
ing for  wage  tilts  and  a six-hour  day. 
Screen  Publicists  and  Screen  Readers 
Guilds’  requests  for  working  contracts 
have  been  sidetracked  until  more  pressing 
labor  matters  are  disposed  of. 

Second  test  case  involving  minimum 
wage  clauses  in  the  Society  of  Motion 
(Continued  on  page  51) 
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"The  Old  Maid"  Bows — 

Included  among  those  preserit  at  the 
Hollywood  premiere  of  Warner  Bros. 
“The  Old  Maid”  were  film  colony 
personalities  shown  here.  Starting  at 
the  top  left,  jumping  to  the  right  and 
then  back  to  the  center  column  and 
thence  to  the  bottom,  they  are:  Jack 
L.  Werner,  production  chief,  giving 


Formal  Premiere  Is 
Dressing  Filmites 

Dress  suits,  ermine  wraps  and  sundry 
• iimmings,  sparingly  used  by  Hollywood- 
ians  in  the  past  few  months  in  connec- 
tion with  the  industry’s  social  functions, 
have  gained  a new  lease  on  their  existence 
.n  the  face  of  an  onslaught  of  one  of  the 
film  colony’s  most  revered  pastimes — for- 
mal premieres  of  new  super-budgeted  pro- 
ductions. 

The  new  cycle  was  launched  when  War- 
ner premiered  “The  Old  Maid,”  co-star- 
ring Miriam  Hopkins  and  Bette  Davis,  for 
filmdom’s  elite  and  the  press  at  the  com- 
pany’s Beverly  Hills  Theatre.  On  sched- 
ule in  the  immediate  future  are  similar 
lavish  debuts  for  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone,”  at  Grauman’s 
Chinese  Theatre  August  8,  ^and  Universal’s 
John  M.  Stahl  production,  “When  Tomor- 
row Comes,”  which  will  make  its  formal 
bow  at  the  Pantages  Theatre  August  10. 

(Continued  on  page  51) 


the  microphone  a workout;  S.  Charles 
Einfeld,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
advertising  and  publicity,  and  Hal 
Wallis,  production  executive;  H.  M. 


In  Hollywood — 

Warner,  WB  president,  between  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Neil  McCarthy ; Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wayne  Morris;  Ann  Sheridan  and 
Cesar  Romero;  Jack  L.  Warner  again; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Keighley  (Gene- 
vieve Tobin),  and  in  the  final  scene 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Hellinger  (Gladys 
Glad) . 
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ALIANT  was  the  effort  of  Howard 
Strickling’s  adjective  agitators  to 
ameliorate  the  news  of  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy’s  change  of  status  in  the  M-G-M  pro- 
duction setup.  Witness: 

“So  he  could  return  to  his  first  love, 
directing,  Mervyn  LeRoy  yesterday  ob- 
tained consent  of  Louis  B.  Mayer  to  re- 
linquish his  post  as  executive  producer 
and  to  devote  his  efforts  in  the  future 
as  a producer-director  at  M-G-M.” 

While  not  officially  announced,  it  was 
generally  reported  that  LeRoy’s  “return 
to  his  first  love”  was  an  expensive  mani- 
festation of  ardor,  having  been  made  to 
the  accompaniment  of  a salary  reduction 
from  $6,500  to  $4,000  per  week. 

Certainly  the  erstwhile  “executive  pro- 
ducer” has  the  unqualified  and  unanimous 
good  wishes  of  the  industry  in  his  roman- 
tic reunion,  to  say  nothing  of  the  whole- 
hearted hope  that  he  and  his  “first  love” 
will  manage  to  struggle  along  in  their 
vine-covered  cottage  on  so  paltry  a sti- 
pend. 

Pete  Smith’s  latest  specialty,  “Turkey 
Carving’’  has  been  retitled  “Let’s  Talk 
Turkey’’ 

Subject  to  reissue  at  option  time. 


And  20th  Century-Fox  is  changing  the  name 
of  "Six  Cylinder  Love"  to  "The  Simple  Life." 
John  Barrymore  doesn't  think  so. 

Names  is  Names  Dept.: 

On  Sunset  Blvd.  a sign  advertises  the 
business  of  one  “Bischoff,  the  Taxiderm- 


ist.” Sam’s  pictures  get  the  birds,  his 
namesake  stuffs  ’em. 

On  the  same  thoroughfare  is  a Dr.  P. 
Disraeli,  chiropodist.  Despite  which  the 
epic  based  on  the  life  of  his  illustrious 
forebearer  still  isn’t  on  its  feet. 

Harry  Loud  is  employed  in  Metro’s  Trail- 
er department. 

Robert  Mark  is  head  of  Republic’s 
makeup  department. 


Broadcasts  Harry  Brand: 

“To  its  final  resting  place,  the  junk 
heap,  went  one  of  the  real  veterans  of  the 
movies.’’ 

Then  for  200  words — no  less — is  describ- 
ed the  end  of  an  ancient  automobile, 
which  found  its  way  to  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox lot  after  years  of  industry  ser- 
vice in  which  it  had  transported  many  of 
filmdom’s  notables  past  the  cameras.  The 
decrepit  chariot’s  demise,  according  to  the 
studio  publicist,  came  when  it  was  ca- 
reened into  an  iron  pillar  for  a scene  in 


a current  picture. 

To  make  the  high  requiem  mass  ac- 
corded the  venerable  vehicle  complete  it 
should  have  been  buried  in  Brand’s  pub- 
licity releases. 


With  characteristic  I-told-you-so  smugness 
Columnist-Commentator  Jimmie  Fidler  opines: 

"So  the  advertising  agencies  are  planning 
to  cut  salaries  of  movie  stars  who  perform 
on  radio.  I've  wondered  just  how  long  the 
ad  men,  basically  bright  business  brains, 
would  continue  to  ladle  out  $5,000  to  $7,500 
for  single,  10  or  15-minute  air  visits  of  film- 
ites." 

Fidler  might  remember  that  the  lightning 
which  he  hopes  is  contained  in  his  comment 
might  strike  dangerously  clo.se  to  home. 
After  all,  $2,500  a week  for  alleged  motion 
picture  newcasts  isn't  exactly  hay. 

Perhaps  nothing  in  recent  years  better 
illustrates  the  futility  of  useless  title 
changing — long  the  pet  peeve  of  report- 
ers, exhibitors  and  others  who  attempt  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  Hollywood  scene — 
than  the  recently  completed  Warner  pic- 
ture starring  Bette  Davis  and  Errol  Flynn. 
Launched  under  the  cognomen  “Elizabeth 
and  Essex,”  it  became  “The  Knight  and 
the  Lady,”  which  later  evolved  into  “The 
Lady  and  the  Knight.”  Now  “The  Pri- 
vate Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex”  has 
been  established  as  “the  final  release  title.” 

Considering  the  mechanical  limitations 
of  theatre  marquees,  it  is  a safe  bet  that 
theatres  will  still  herald  the  picture  as 
“Elizabeth  and  Essex.” 

So,  for  all  practical  purposes,  it  is  right 
back  where  it  started. 


Spectacles,  Spinsters,  and  Spurious 


Thespic  royalty  occupied  the  forefront 
of  the  week’s  preview  situation  with 
Academy  Award  Winners  Spencer  Tracy 
and  Bette  Eiavis  starring  respectively  in 
the  two  features  which  commanded  the 
most  attention,  both  as  to  importance  and 
merit. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  “Stanley  and 
Livingstone,”  in  which  the  talented  and 
versatile  Mr.  Tracy  carried  the  topline, 
was  far  and  wide  the  best  picture  of  the 
week.  In  fact,  not  for  months,  and  not 
too  often  in  film  history,  has  a picture 
reflected  more  careful  and  intelligent 
preparation,  research,  casting  and  film- 
ing than  this  spectacular  and  intriguing 
story  of  the  American  journalist  who 
risked  his  life  to  find  the  lost  explorer  in 
the  African  jungles.  Producer  Kenneth 
Macgowan,  Director  Henry  King  and 
Scripters  Philip  Dunne  and  Julien  Joseph- 
son  are  to  be  complimented  for  exercising 
commendable  restraint  in  their  substan- 
tially accurate  treatment  of  one  of  the  most 
thrilling  reportorial  assignments  in  news- 
paper history.  There  is  no  letdown  in 
either  the  script  or  in  King’s  smoothly- 
paced direction,  while  Macgowan  saw  to  it 
that  Tracy — who  is  superb,  by  the  way — 
was  given  a wisely-selected  and  thorough- 


ly competent  supporting  cast.  As  an  ad- 
venture saga  it  has  few  peers  and  should 
be  a money-maker  for  all  concerned. 

“The  Old  Maid,”  a Warner  contribution, 
spells  quality  through  and  through. 
Essentially  a woman’s  picture,  it  will 
cause  many  a lacy  handkerchief  to  flut- 
ter with  its  emotional  story  of  mother  love 
and  sacrifice.  If  Mrs.  Housewife  succeeds 
in  talking  Pa  and  the  kids  into  accom- 
panying her,  however,  they’ll  probably 
wish  they  had  gone  down  the  street  to 
see  Gene  Autry,  for  it  is  short  on  action 
and  long  on  dialogue.  Miss  Davis,  as  ex- 
cellent as  was  to  be  expected,  is  given 
solid  competition  by  her  co-star,  Miriam 
Hopkins,  and  the  supporting  cast  is  gen- 
erally good.  A top-bracket  mounting  was 
supplied  by  Producer  Henry  Blanke,  and 
Edmund  Goulding  showed  penetration  and 
intelligence  in  his  direction.  Casey  Robin- 
son’s screenplay  draws  full  value  out  of 
the  stage  play  by  Zoe  Akins  and  the  novel 
by  Edith  Wharton. 

“Hotel  for  Women,”  again  from  the 
Westwood  Village  plant  of  Messrs.  Schenck 
and  Zanuck,  dominated  its  category,  those 
pictures  which  proved  beyond  criticism 
as  acceptable  program  features.  Parading 
feminine  pulchritude  in  huge  quantities. 


it  is  an  amusing  showcase  for  the  vigor- 
ous Elsa  Maxwell,  socialite  party-thrower 
de  luxe,  albeit  the  story  is  none  too  strong 
dramatically.  The  cast,  composed  largely 
of  screen  neophytes,  is  given  full  oppor- 
tunity to  display  its  diverse  charms  and 
talents  by  Director  Gregory  Ratoff,  work- 
ing under  the  production  guidance  of  Ray- 
mond Griffith. 

Others  in  the  second  rank  were  Colum- 
bia’s release  of  a Larry  Darmour  produc- 
tion, “Fugitives  at  Large,”  and  Metro’s 
“Miracles  for  Sale.”  Darmour’s  offering, 
starring  Jack  Holt,  delivers  the  customary 
load  of  action  and  thrills  and  gives  Holt  a 
better  opportunity  to  display  his  iron-man 
personality  than  he  has  had  in  recent  ve- 
hicles. Screenplay  by  Eric  Taylor  and 
Harvey  Gates  is  brisk  and  straightfor- 
ward and  Lewis  D.  Collins’  direction  pos- 
sesses the  same  characteristics. 

Trick  photography,  prestidigitators, 
spiritualists,  phoney  seances  and  the  like 
provide  “Miracles  for  Sale”  with  enough 
chills  and  novelty  to  make  it  a popular 
program  offering.  As  a mystery  shocker 
it  proves  that  Tod  Browning  has  lost  none 
of  his  flair  for  directing  spine-tinglers 
with  deftness  and  character.  Harry  Rus- 
(Continued  on  page  50) 
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Nanticoke  Quigleys  on  Warner  Lot — 

Mrs.  William  Quigley,  who  operates  the  State  and  Rex  theatres  at  Na?iticoke, 
Pa.,  and  her  sons  and  daughter,  visit  Ronald  Reagan  (second  from  left)  and 
Margot  Stevenson  (second  from  right)  on  the  “Queer  Money”  set  at  the 
Warner  studio  in  Burbank. 


Mandels  and  Cagney — 

Harry  Mandel,  left,  of  the  RKO  Thea- 
tre circuit  of  New  York,  and  his  wife 
visit  James  Cagney  on  the  “Roaring 
Twenties”  set  at  the  Warner  studio 
in  Burbank. 

Heavy  Parley  Slate 
Before  Schaefer 

Planning  to  spend  two  weeks  on  the 
coast,  President  George  Schaefer  of  RKO 
Radio  has  checked  in  at  the  studio 
after  once  postponing  his  arrival.  He  was 
accompanied  here  by  Ned  Depinet,  vice- 
president  and  distribution  chief,  and  was 
greeted  by  S.  Barret  McCormick,  publicity- 
advertising director,  who  preceded  Schae- 
fer and  Depinet  to  the  coast.  A busy  sche- 
dule of  production  and  distribution  con- 
ferences confronts  the  RKO  Radio  pilot, 
chief  among  them  the  question  of  a re- 
placement for  Pandro  S.  Berman,  current 
studio  production  head,  who  has  resigned 
his  post  and  will  leave  the  setup  in  Octo- 
ber. Schaefer  is  also  due  for  huddles  with 
various  independent  producer-directors 
who  have  signed  for  RKO  releases  during 
the  1939-40  season,  and  with  Orson  Welles, 
recently  signed  to  a four-way,  producer- 
director-writer-actor  commitment.  Mc- 
Cormick and  Depinet  are  expected  to  re- 
main about  ten  days. 

To  look  over  current  product  and  hud- 
dle with  Darryl  Zanuck,  William  Goetz 
and  other  studio  executives  on  forthcom- 
ing campaigns,  Charles  McCarthy,  20th 


Century-Fox’s  advertising-publicity  direc- 
tor, has  arrived  at  the  studio  from  the 
east  for  a short  stay. 

M.  J.  Siegel,  production  chief  at  Re- 
public, has  returned  to  his  desk  after  hud- 
dling in  New  York  with  Herbert  J.  Yates, 
the  company’s  head  man,  concerning  pro- 
duction matters.  Conferences  were  wound 
up  when  Yates  and  Gene  Autry  sailed  for 
London  on  a personal  appearance  tour. 

Ballyhoo  campaigns  for  several  forth- 
coming Warner  pictures  are  being  shaped 
at  the  Burbank  studio  by  Sam  Clark, 
Chicago  exploitation  man  for  the  com- 
pany, who  arrived  for  parleys  with  S. 
Charles  Einfeld  and  Bob  Taplinger.  Max 
Milder,  Warner  representative  in  London, 
planed  out  for  the  east  after  three  days 
of  studio  confabs.  It  was  his  first  Holly- 
wood visit  in  four  years. 

Expected  in  early  next  week  after  a 
short  trip  to  New  York,  where  he  attended 
the  premiere  of  his  latest  production, 
“They  Shall  Have  Music,”  is  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn.  He  made  the  rounds  of  the  Broad- 
way shows  scouting  stories  and  possible 
film  talent. 

Bert  Wheeler  Heads  East 
For  Club,  Stage  P.  A, 

Bert  Wheeler,  stage  and  screen  come- 
dian, has  pulled  out  for  Chicago  for  a 
three-week  personal  appearance  engage- 
ment at  a night  spot  there,  following 
which  he  continues  on  to  New  York  for  a 
stage  commitment. 

At  least  two  months  on  the  road  have 
been  mapped  out  for  Harry  (Parkyakar- 
kus)  Einstein,  funster  of  radio  and  films, 
who  opens  August  7 in  Atlantic  City,  con- 
tinuing through  eastern  key  centers. 

Tom  Keene,  film  cowboy,  has  returned 
from  a 20-week  p.  a.  tour  through  the 
eastern  and  southern  territories. 

Martha  Raye  has  been  booked  by  Billy 
Rose  to  headline  the  Casa  Manana  show 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  for  two  weeks.  Her 
husband,  David  Rose,  accompanied  her  for 
the  engagement. 


Plans  Scottish  Yarn 

Herbert  Wilcox  is  preparing  to  produce 
a film  based  on  the  historical  love  story 
concerning  Flora  MacDonald  and  Bonnie 
Pnnce  Charlie  of  Scotland,  with  Anna 
Neagle  in  the  feminine  lead. 


GN  Produclion  Hope 
On  New  Financing 


Tire  Grand  National  studio,  idle  inso- 
far as  GN  production  is  concerned  for  the 
past  three  months,  will  probably  remain 
in  its  present  lethargic  status  indefinite- 
ly unless  President  E.  W.  Hammons  is 
successful  in  negotiating  a $900,000  loan 
in  New  York  from  Felt  and  Co.,  finan- 
cial firm,  according  to  a reliable  in- 
formant here.  Of  that  sum,  if  secured, 
$750,000  will  be  devoted  either  to  setting 
up  a new  GN  production  unit  or  to 
financing  independent  producers  for  GN 
release,  the  balance  to  be  used  in  main- 
taining the  company’s  distribution  sys- 
tem. Tlie  $400,000  loan  acquired  from  the 
Reconstruction  Finance  Corp.  some  time 
ago  by  GN  is  not  to  be  used  for  pro- 
duction, this  informant  declared.  More 
than  half  of  it  will  be  utilized  to  pay 
off  a mortgage  on  the  GN  studio,  the 
balance  going  in  payment  of  attorney’s 
fees  and  maintenance  costs  of  the  com- 
pany’s exchanges. 

As  to  product  from  independent  film- 
makers, GN  will  acquire  at  least  two  pic- 
tures from  Jack  Skirball’s  Arcadia  Pro- 
ductions during  the  new  season.  How- 
ever, Skirball,  who  until  recently  was 
GN’s  production  chief,  declared  a major 
release  other  than  GN  will  be  sought  for 
“Angela  is  22,”  from  the  Sinclair  Lewis 
play,  and  one  other  vehicle  he  will  pro- 
duce in  association  with  John  Wildberg, 
Broadway  stage  impresario,  in  the  east. 
Skirball  has  headed  for  New  York  for 
further  conferences  with  Wildberg  con- 
cerning their  recently-signed  deal. 

Arcadia  intends  to  make  a minimum  of 
five  action  dramas  in  Hollywood  dur- 
ing the  coming  season,  two  of  them  for 
GN  and  the  others  for  an  as  yet  unan- 
nounced release.  Skirball  also  has  com- 
mitments for  two  Spanish-language  fea- 
tures for  20th  Century-Fox,  with  options 
for  more. 

Still  to  be  determined  is  the  release  for 
Franklyn  Warner’s  Fine  Arts  output,  orig- 
inally intended  for  GN.  Having  com- 
pleted added  scenes  for  “Isle  of  Destiny,” 
first  of  26  to  be  produced  in  Cosmocolor, 
FA  has  “At  Your  Age”  slotted  as  its  sec- 
ond, cameras  to  turn  within  two  weeks. 
FA  made  four  for  GN  last  season,  but 
Warner  has  not  indicated  whether  he  will 
continue  the  affiliation. 


Team  Ends  Chore 

Victor  Shapiro  and  Milt  Gross  have 
completed  their  first  collaborative  screen- 
play, titled  “He  Won  a Medal.”  Shapiro 
is  writing  under  the  name  of  Victor  Mans- 
field. The  William  Morris  Agency  is  rep- 
resenting the  team. 


Roach  Signs  Chaney  jr, 

Hal  Roach  has  cast  Lon  Chaney  jr.  as 
Lennie  in  “Of  Mice  and  Men,”  the  John 
Steinbeck  play  which  hits  the  cameras 
shortly.  Chaney  played  the  part  on  the 
west  coast  stage.  Lewis  Milestone  will  di- 
rect for  United  Artists  release. 
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Producer  - Director 
Ranks  Get  LeRoy 

Status  of  Mervyn  LeRoy  on  the  M-G-M 
studio  payroll  has  been  altered,  with  Le- 
Roy relinquishing  his  title  as  an  execu- 
tive producer — under  which  he  has  been 
functioning  for  more  than  a year — to  re- 
turn to  the  ranks  of  producer-directors. 
Under  the  new  setup  he  will  immediately 
prepare  to  produce  and  direct  “Ziegfeld 
Girl,”  “The  Sea  of  Grass,”  co-starring 
Spencer  Tracy  and  Myrna  Loy,”  and  “Na- 
tional Velvet.”  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  Le- 
Roy’s  final  picture  as  an  executive  pro- 
ducer, is  now  being  readied  for  release. 


Allan  Hersholt  to  Assist  Shaft 

With  the  filming  of  its  first  picture, 
“Meet  Dr.  Christian,”  in  the  immediate 
offing,  Stephens-Lang  Productions  has 
booked  Monroe  Schaff  as  production  man- 
ager and  casting  chief,  with  Allan  Her- 
sholt as  his  assistant.  Young  Hersholt  is 
the  son  of  Jean  Hersholt,  who  has  the 
title  role  in  the  film.  RKO  Radio  will  re- 
lease. 


Fred  Storm  With  Goldwyn 

Fred  Storm  has  checked  in  at  Samuel 
Goldwyn ’s  to  take  over  his  new  duties  as 
advertising  and  publicity  director  for  the 
United  Artists  producer.  Formerly  United 
Press  correspondent  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
Storm  has  spent  the  past  two  weeks  in 
Goldwyn’s  New  York  office  acquainting 
himself  with  the  routine. 


Lew  Golder  Warner  Scout 

Lew  Golder,  former  agent,  has  joined 
Warner  as  a talent  scout  and  has  headed 
east  on  a 10-week  hunt  for  new  blood. 
Jeff  Lazarus,  who  turned  in  his  resigna- 
tion as  a Paramount  producer  some  months 
ago,  is  preparing  to  check  out  in  about 
two  weeks,  when  his  last  picture,  “Are 
Husbands  Necessary?”  is  completed.  It  is 
now  being  edited. 


Three- Year  Deal  With  Butler 

Originally  signed  to  direct  “That’s 
Right,  You’re  Wrong”  for  RKO  Radio, 
David  Butler  has  also  been  set  as  asso- 
ciate producer  on  the  Kay  Kyser  starrer, 
and  has  been  optioned  to  produce  one 
picture  per  year  for  the  company  for  the 
next  three  years.  Picture  is  slotted  for 
a September  1 start. 


Herbert  Drake  Takes  Over 
Publicity  for  Welles 

Publicity  and  exploitation  for  the  Orson 
Welles  production  unit  at  RKO  Radio  will 
be  handled  by  Herbert  Drake,  former  New 
York  newspaperman,  who  has  arrived  here 
to  take  over  his  duties.  He  will  also  han- 
dle details  of  Welles’  radio  program  when 
it  resumes  in  the  fall. 


"State  Cop"  for  Morse 

Warner  has  assigned  Terry  Morse  to 
direct  “State  Cop,”  which  goes  into  work 
next  week  with  John  Payne  in  the  lead. 


Report  of  Impending  Loew 
Adieu  to  UA  Is  Growing 

Unofficial,  although  not  entirely  defi- 
nite, confirmation  of  reports  that  David 
L.  Loew  will  not  re-enter  production  un- 
der his  United  Artists  agreement  until 
the  1940-41  season  came  from  spokesmen 
for  the  producer,  who  admitted  Loew  has 
taken  no  steps  to  organize  a production 
unit  and  has  made  no  announcements  as 
to  the  acquisition  of  story  properties.  He 
is  committed  to  make  two  pictures  yearly 
for  two  years. 

Scheduled  to  start  in  mid-August  as 
first  in  a group  of  six  is  “Trail  Blazers,” 
to  be  made  by  the  newly-organized  Ret- 
sama  Productions,  with  Leonard  C.  Smith 
producing  and  directing.  Retsama  is  be- 
ing financed  largely  by  Cinemachrome 
Laboratories,  and  the  six  pictures  will  be 
filmed  in  the  Cinemachrome  two-color 
process.  Fred  Keating,  Helen  Holden  and 
Jayne  Regan  are  set  for  leading  roles. 

With  a major  release  being  negotiated, 
Eugene  Frenke  has  announced  plans  to 
produce  “The  Great  Trek,”  dealing  with 
the  Boers  in  South  Africa,  from  an  origi- 
nal story  by  Niven  Busch,  who  is  now  do- 
ing the  script.  Frenke  will  produce  at  the 
General  Service  studio. 

Academy  Committee  Seeks 
New  Acoustic  Standards 

A newly-appointed  sub-committee  of  the 
Academy  Research  Council’s  theatre  stan- 
dardization committee  has  undertaken  an 
extensive  investigation  of  theatre  acoustics, 
in  which  it  will  attempt  to  work  out  stan- 
dard methods  for  making  acoustical  meas- 
urements. 

The  committee  will  also  consider  possi- 
bilities for  correlating  studio  review  room 
acoustics  with  theatres  to  establish  a 
“judgment  factor”  for  evaluating  listening 
tests. 

Jack  Durst  is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  comprises  Fred  Albin,  Lloyd 
Goldsmith,  Don  Loye  and  Michael  Ret- 
tinger. 


Tricolor  Loses  Patent 
Infringement  Suit 

A two-year-old  patent  infringement  ac- 
tion filed  by  Tricolor,  Inc.,  against  Tech- 
nicolor and  several  motion  picture  pro- 
duction companies  ended  in  favor  of  the 
defendants  when  Federal  Judge  William 
P.  James  ruled  against  the  plaintiff.  Tri- 
color, Inc.,  and  held  that  there  had  been 
no  infringement  as  charged. 

Tricolor  had  contended  that  Technicolor 
cameras  incorporated  several  basic  fea- 
tures which,  the  plaintiff  claimed,  it  had 
patented  in  1922.  Technicolor’s  defense 
was  based  on  the  contention  that  the  fea- 
tures to  which  Tricolor  claimed  patents 
was  as  old  as  the  film  industry  itself. 

Spur  Script  Preparation 
For  ludell  Features 

Full  speed  ahead  on  the  preparation  of 
scripts  which  are  to  be  sent  into  work  this 
month  and  in  September  has  been  ordered 
by  Sig  Neufield,  executive  producer  for 
Ben  Judell’s  Producers  Pictures  Corp. 

First  to  get  under  way  will  be  “Wanted 
for  Murder,”  screenplay  for  which  has  just 
been  completed  by  Carter  Wayne.  Sher- 
man Scott  will  direct.  George  Sayre  and 
Harvey  Huntley  are  teamed  on  “Torture 
Ship,”  to  be  piloted  by  Victor  Halperin 
from  a story  by  Jack  London.  William 
Lively  and  Peter  Stewart,  the  latter  of 
whom  will  direct,  are  collaborating  on  the 
first  of  a series  of  eight  westerns  to  star 
Bobby  Clark,  13-year-old  cowboy. 

Also  in  the  writing  stages  are  “Hitler — ■ 
Beast  of  Berlin”  and  “The  Man  From 
Oklahoma,”  first  in  a group  of  eight  out- 
door dramas  featuring  George  Houston. 

All  will  be  released  by  Judell’s  Pro- 
ducers Distributing  Corp. 


Salkow  on  "Headline  News" 

Republic  has  assigned  Sidney  Salkow 
to  direct  “Headline  News,”  rolling  August 
7 as  a Herman  Schlom  production. 


Eastman  Men  on  "Rio"  Set — 

On  the  “Rio”  set,  now  in  production  at  Universal,  are,  left  to  right,  Denis 
Wratten,  Eastman  London  representative;  Nate  Blumberg,  “U”  president; 
Cliff  Work,  studio  chief;  Director  Joint  Brahin,  and  Ted  Curtis,  Eastman 
executive.  Sigrid  Gurie  and  Basil  Rathbone  are  starred  in  the  film. 
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Harold  Hurley,  Paramount  production 
executive,  is  off  on  a three-month  holi- 
day . . . Leo  Carrillo  has  been  set  to  emcee 
a benefit  show,  attended  by  radio  and 
screen  stars,  at  the  California  Zoological 
Society,  August  6 . . . Mrs.  Walter  Lang, 
wife  of  the  20th  Century-Fox  director, 
gave  birth  to  a son  at  the  Good  Samari- 
tan Hospital  . . . Dr.  Richard  Hageman, 
Paramount  composer-conductor,  hosted 
Jolm  Erskine,  novelist  and  Columbia  uni- 
versity professor,  during  a visit  to  the 
studio.  Attending  a luncheon  in  Erskine’s 
honor  were  William  LeBaron,  Frank 
Lloyd,  Louis  R.  Lipstone,  Lou  Smith, 
Frederick  Hollander  and  Sigmund  Krum- 
gold. 

* 

Errol  Flynn  and  his  father.  Prof.  Theo- 
dore Flynn,  planed  out  for  the  east  en 
route  to  South  America  for  a holiday.  The 
actor  stopped  off  in  Chicago  for  a radio 
broadcast  . . . Technical  huddles  concern- 
ing a coast  guard  film  to  he  made  by  Pro- 
ducer Bryan  Foy  are  under  way  at  War- 
ner, with  Charles  Schwartz,  United  States 
treasury  department  official,  and  Capt. 
George  Geliy,  coast  guard  commander, 
supplying  the  information. 

★ 

Edward  H.  Griffith,  Paramount  pro- 
ducer-director, is  checking  over  summer 
stock  in  Colorado  Springs,  Denver  and 
Kansas  City  for  possible  acting  talent  . . . 
George  Sherman  has  returned  to  Repub- 
lic from  a New  York  vacation  to  begin 
preparations  for  his  next  directorial  chore. 
★ 

Combining  business  and  pleasure.  Bee 
Ross,  head  of  Republic’s  sales  and  pro- 
motion department,  is  a studio  visitor  from 
New  York  . . . William  Berke  is  scouting 
hillbilly  talent  down  in  Tennessee  for  a 
number  of  forthcoming  Gene  Autry 
westerns  . . . More  than  2,200  Universal 
studio  employes  turned  out  for  the  studio 
club’s  anual  picnic  at  Barney  Oldfield’s 
country  club.  White-collar  delegation  in- 
cluded President  Nate  Blumberg,  Cliff 
Work,  Dave  Garber,  Milton  Feld  and 
Jack  Gross. 

★ 

Roy  Del  Ruth  has  planed  to  New  York 
for  a holiday,  having  completed  his  latest 
directorial  assignment  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  . . . John  Stone,  20th  Century-Fox 
producer,  has  returned  from  a Lake  Tahoe 
vacation  . . . Heading  to  Gotham  for  a 
holiday  was  Robert  Mark,  head  of  Repub- 
lic’s makeup  department. 

★ 

Eddie  Mills  of  Paramount’s  publicity 
staff  and  Marion  Markham,  portrait 
painter  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  were  married 
at  the  Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
here  . . . Fred  Datig,  Metro  casting  direc- 
tor, has  pulled  out  for  a two-week  vaca- 
tion, with  Billy  Gordon  taking  over  in  his 
absence. 

* 

With  commitments  for  writing  deals 
and  a chore  as  technical  advisor  at  War- 
ner and  other  studios,  Leon  Turrou,  ex- 
G-man,  will  return  from  New  York  next 
week.  He  was  sent  to  London  and  Paris 


by  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner  advertising- 
publicity  director,  in  connection  with 
showings  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,” 
which  he  wrote,  in  those  cities. 

★ 

George  Sherman  has  returned  from  a 
New  York  holiday  and  is  set  to  guji  his 
next  directorial  assigrnnent  at  Republic. 

★ 

Warner’s  studio  club  will  hold  its  an- 
nual outing  at  Catalina  Island  either 
August  12  or  August  13.  Jolmny  Ketanan, 
of  the  studio  accounting  department,  is 
in  charge  of  arrangements  . . . Producer 
Sam  Zimbalist  of  M-G-M  is  planning  a 
vacation  in  New  York  following  the  press 
previews  of  a pair  of  his  pictures. 

★ 

Orry-Kelly,  Warner  fashion  designer,  is 
expected  to  return  to  the  studio,  August  22, 
from  a vacatioii  in  Honolulu  and  Aus- 
tralia. 

* 

The  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  have 
conferred  the  Order  of  the  Purple  Heart 
on  Jack  Warner  for  his  patriotic  screen 
contributions  . . . Harry  Warner  has  left 
for  New  York,  planning  to  sail  to  Paris 
to  preside  over  the  Warner  sales  conven- 
tion there.  He  will  return  in  five  weeks 
. . . Columbia  will  send  William  Holden, 
star  of  “Golden  Boy,”  to  attend  the  pic- 
ture’s premiere  in  New  York,  August  18. 
He  also  is  set  to  make  personal  appear- 
ances with  showings  of  the  film  . . . The 
Masquers  held  their  regular  monthly 
luncheon  meeting  with  Harry  Rosenthal, 
Leo  C.  Rosten  and  others  as  honored 
guests. 

* 

Al  Doff,  Far  Eastern  supervisor  for 
Universal,  came  in  from  New  York  for  a 
short  studio  visit  before  returnmg  to  his 
headquarters  in  Tokio  . . . Di  for  two 
weeks  of  conferences  with  Scott  Dunlap, 
Monogram  production  chief,  is  Henri  El- 
maji,  franchise  holder  for  the  company  in 
Chicago  . . . Howard  Estabrook  is  spend- 
ing a week  at  Boulder  Dam  on  a fishing 
trip. 

Goldstone  Deeds  $250,000 
Property  to  Hospital 

Phil  Goldstone,  film  financier,  has  deed- 
ed $250,000  worth  of  his  Hollywood  proper- 
ties to  the  Los  Angeles  Free  Consumptive 
Hospital  at  Duarte,  and  is  arranging 
liquidation  of  the  gift  in  order  to  provide 
the  institution  with  working  capital.  The 
sum  will  enable  the  hospital  to  pay  off 
mortgages  and  other  indebtedness  on  its 
property,  which  is  valued  at  $3,000,000. 


Macgowan  Assigned 

Kenneth  Macgowan  has  been  assigned 
as  associate  producer  on  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “Swanee  River,”  which  rolls  in  mid- 
August  with  Sidney  Lanfield  directing. 
Cast  so  far  includes  Al  Jolson,  Don 
Ameche  and  Nancy  Kelly. 


Schutt  and  Krasna  Form 
Correspondence  School 

Backed  by  the  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence of  Scenarist  Norman  Krasna,  who 
is  interested  financially  in  the  venture, 
a correspondence  school  to  discover  and 
develop  amateur  writing  talent,  specializ- 
ing in  the  screen  technique,  has  been 
established  in  Hollywood  under  the  name 
of  Schutt-Krasna  School,  Inc. 

Krasna,  listed  as  president,  has  mapped 
out  a 24-lesson  course,  administration  of 
which  is  supervised  by  Warren  E.  Schutt, 
vice-president;  A.  M.  Cheyne,  treasurer, 
and  a faculty  of  12.  Officials  point  out 
that  the  curriculum  does  not  go  into  the 
mechanics  of  script  writing,  but  concen- 
trates on  how  to  write  a saleable  short 
story  aimed  at  motion  picture  adaptation. 
Likewise  it  hoids  out  no  promises  of  studio 
employment,  but  outlines  the  steps  by 
which  successful  screen  writers  are  de- 
veloped. 

Krasna  himself  was  discovered  and  de- 
veloped by  Schutt,  who  has  been  a writing 
instructor  for  more  than  20  years. 

Juridical  Decisions  on 
Films  Are  Compiled 

Now  available  for  distributors,  exhibi- 
tors, producers  and  others  connected  with 
the  motion  picture  industry,  is  the  “Mo- 
tion Picture  Law  Digest,”  a compilation  of 
the  decisions  of  all  state  and  federal  courts 
affecting  films  from  1900  to  the  present. 

The  volume  was  authored  by  Dennis 
Hartman  of  Los  Angeles,  and,  it  is 
claimed,  covers  the  entire  field  of  motion 
picture  law  from  actors,  censorship,  lot- 
teries and  patents  to  taxation  and  zoning. 


SPEARHEADS 


(Continued  from  page  47) 
kin,  Marion  Parsonnet  and  James  Edward 
Grant,  authors  of  the  screen  story, 
whipped  up  a logical  and  highly  unusual 
plot,  well-timed  and  brightly  dialogued. 

^ ^ 

Paramount  brought  up  the  rear  with 
two  entries — Harry  Sherman’s  latest  Hop- 
along  Cassidy  adventure,  “Range  War,” 
and  a Bob  Burns  starrer,  “Our  Leading 
Citizen.”  Sherman’s  sagebrusher  falls 
short  of  the  usually  high  average  for  this 
series  because  of  a below-average  story 
and  an  unimpressive  cast  in  support  of 
William  Boyd.  However,  Lesley  Selan- 
der’s  direction  is  capable,  the  outdoor 
photography  is  of  an  unusually  high  cali- 
bre and  Cassidy  fans  should  find  it  pretty 
much  to  their  liking. 

In  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  story  trouble, 
again,  dragged  down  what  might  have 
been  an  intensely  entertaining  and  warmly 
human  picture.  The  screenplay  by  John 
C.  Moffitt,  from  an  original  by  Irvin  S. 
Cobb,  undertakes  a preachment  in  the 
Americanization  vein,  but  soon  loses  itself 
in  labyrinthial  situations  which  nullify  the 
patriotic  message  and  negate  other  pos- 
sible assets.  Enthusiastic  Burns  fans, 
however,  particuiarly  in  smaller  cities, 
may  receive  it  favorably.  George  Arthur 
functioned  as  producer  and  Alfred  Santell 
undertook  the  directorial  chore. 
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lA's  'Encroachment' 
Forms  Battle  Lines 

(Continued  from  page  45) 

Picture  Film  Editors’  producer  contract 
came  up  when  Holbrook  Todd,  film  cutter 
and  member  of  the  SMPFE,  filed  a com- 
plaint with  the  state  labor  commission  that 
he  received  only  $300  for  four  weeks’ 
work  on  a group  of  pictures  for  Sam 
Katzman,  independent  producer.  Todd 
claims  he  is  entitled  to  the  $100  weekly 
minimum  specified  in  the  society’s  scale. 
Recently,  Harry  Webb  of  Metropolitan 
Pictures  was  charged  with  forcing  Robert 
Jahns,  another  cutter,  to  “kick  back”  a 
portion  of  his  wages. 

Conferences  are  still  under  way  between 
M.  J.  Siegel  of  Republic  and  Frank  Capra, 
president  of  the  Screen  Directors  Guild, 
concerning  signing  of  an  SDG  agreement 
with  the  studio.  The  SDG  protested  to 
Herbert  Yates,  Republic’s  head  man,  some 
time  ago  when  studio  executives  refused 
to  negotiate  a contract  with  the  directors. 


Film  Completions  Dip 
Total  in  Production 

The  production  total  has  dipped  again, 
with  the  majors  registering  an  aggregate 
of  40  in  production  and  another  nine  in 
preparation  for  early  starts. 

Columbia  gunned  “Sundown  in  El  Dor- 
ado,” but  finished  “Five  Little  Peppers 
and  How  They  Grew”  and  “Konga,  the 
Wild  Stallion”  to  wind  up  with  only  three 
in  work.  Metro  scheduled  no  new  starts 
and  is  idling  along  with  six  on  its  sound 
stages.  Monogram  has  only  one  in  work, 
a nevr  start,  “Murder  in  the  Bighouse.” 
Two  others,  “Sky  Patrol”  and  “The  Okla- 
homa Terror,”  were  sent  into  the  cutting 
rooms. 

Paramount  has  ten  in  production,  in- 
cluding two  new  ones,  “The  Life  of  Victor 
Herbert”  and  “Typhoon.”  RKO  Radio 
launched  “Vigil  in  the  Night”  to  total  five. 
Republic  shoved  off  “Calling  All  Marines,” 
sole  film  in  work,  as  “Wall  Street  Cow- 
boy” and  “Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men,”  a serial, 
were  completed. 

“We’re  in  the  Army  Now”  went  into  the 
cutting  room  at  20th  Century-Fox,  push- 
ing that  studio’s  total  down  to  three. 
Among  United  Artists’  producers  only  one 
picture,  Walter  Wanger’s  “Eternally 
Yours,”  is  in  production.  Universal  is 
filming  seven,  including  “Chip  of  the  Fly- 
ing U”  and  “Call  a Messenger”  — new 
starts — and  put  “One  Hour  to  Live”  in  the 
cans.  Warner  gunned  “Philo  Vance  Comes 
Back”  to  chalk  up  a six-picture  total. 


Myke  Lewis  Is  Director 
Of  Sales  for  Sherman 

Myke  Lewis  has  been  appointed  sales 
director  for  Harry  Sherman’s  Paramount 
productions.  Lewis  has  been  a sales  ex- 
ecutive for  Paramount  for  25  years  and 
just  recently  recuperated  from  a siege  of 
ill-health  at  his  ranch  near  Carlsbad.  He 
will  maintain  offices  with  the  Sherman 
unit  and  leaves  soon  on  an  extensive  trip. 


WB  Adds  New  Subject  to 
Patriotic  Featurettes 

Continuing  its  production  policy  of 
blasting  away  at  the  totalitarian  states, 
their  preachments  and  war-like  spirit, 
Warner  has  added  a new  subject  to  its 
series  of  patriotic  featurettes  for  the  new 
season. 

Titled  “They  Ply  Through  the  Air,”  it 
is  based  on  a radio  script  by  Norman  Cor- 
win, dealing  with  the  bombing  of  defense- 
less cities  in  time  of  strife.  The  short 
will  be  filmed  in  Technicolor,  with  Gordon 
Hollingshead  producing.  Cast  tentatively 
includes  Dennis  Morgan,  Jeffrey  Lynn, 
Ronald  Reagan,  John  Litel  and  Henry 
O’Neill. 

Production  of  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The 
Great  Dictator”  came  to  a temporary  halt 
when  Chaplin,  who  is  producing,  directing 
and  appearing  in  a dual  role,  returned  to 
his  typewriter  to  alter  certain  sequences 
in  the  script.  Paulette  Goddard  and 
Plenry  Daniell  are  cast  in  support.  Pic- 
ture will  be  released  by  United  Artists. 


A "Breather"  for  the 
Anti-Nazi  League 

After  staging  one  of  its  most  elaborate 
and  successful  affairs  of  the  summer  sea- 
son, a gigantic  mass  meeting  at  Philhar- 
monic Auditorium  to  expose  “America’s 
Secret  Enemies,”  the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi 
League  has  been  content  to  rest  on  its 
laurels,  gain  a breathing  spell  and  dele- 
gate activity  in  the  cause  of  liberalism  to 
other  progressive  organizations  in  the 
film  colony. 

However,  on  August  23  the  HANL  will 
join  with  the  Associated  Film  Audiences 
in  sponsoring  a showing  of  two  widely- 
discussed  motion  pictures,  “Tire  Four 
Hundred  Million,”  a documentary  study  of 
the  Sino-Japanese  struggle,  and  “Boy 
Slaves,”  an  RKO  Radio  production.  They 
will  be  screened  at  the  Filmarte  Theatre. 

Originally  scheduled  to  be  held  late  in 
July,  a banquet  scheduled  by  the  Motion 
Picture  Democratic  Committee  has  been 
postponed  for  a short  time.  The  affair 
will  be  staged  in  San  Francisco,  and  an 
award  will  be  made  to  the  producer  of 
the  film  which  the  MPDC  considers  to 
have  made  “the  greatest  contribution  to 
democracy”  during  the  1938-39  season. 
Atty.-Gen.  Frank  Murphy  has  accepted 
an  invitation  to  be  the  main  speaker. 


Lerner  Expedition  Prints 
Processed  by  Cinecolor 

Cinecolor,  Inc.,  has  obtained  the  pro- 
cessing chore  on  30.000  feet  of  color  film 
shot  by  the  Michael  Lerner  expedition  of 
the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
and  has  completed  rush  prints  for  editing 
by  museum  officials  in  New  York.  The 
Lerner  expedition  filmed  the  migratory 
habits  of  large  game  fish. 

Cinecolor  has  transferred  its  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  account  to  the  J.  Wal- 
ter Thompson  Co. 


Berkeley  Will  Direct 

“Fast  and  Furious,”  forthcoming  M-G-M 
detective  comedy,  will  be  directed  by  Bus- 
by Berkeley. 


Formal  Premiere  Is 
Dressing  Filmites 

(Continued  from  page  46) 

In  each  instance,  as  was  the  case  with 
“The  Old  Maid,”  all  seats  are  to  be  re- 
served and  formal  dress  will  be  de  rigeur. 

Virtually  every  20th  Century-Fox  pro- 
duction executive  from  Darryl  Zanuck 
down,  as  well  as  the  leading  moguls  from 
other  studios,  will  mingle  with  cast  top- 
pers of  “Stanley  and  Livingstone”  and 
scores  of  members  of  the  acting,  writing 
and  directing  professions  at  the  premiere 
of  the  picture,  for  which  the  seating  ca- 
pacity of  the  Chinese  Theatre  is  expected 
to  be  taxed  to  the  utmost.  Studio  pub- 
licists are  working  out  plans  for  a possible 
radio  hookup,  and  the  customary  flood- 
lights, commentators  and  autograph  seek- 
ers will  be  in  evidence. 

Universal’s  “When  Tomorrow  Comes” 
will  be  the  recipient  of  similar  handling. 
Irene  Dunne,  Charles  Boyer  and  other 
members  of  the  cast,  Producer-Director 
John  M.  Stahl,  Universal  executives  in- 
cluding President  Nate  Blumberg,  Cliff 
Work  and  Matty  Fox,  and  industry  digni- 
taries by  the  score,  will  turn  out  in  full 
regalia.  The  film,  incidentally,  is  the  first 
to  be  accorded  such  treatment  by  Uni- 
versal in  more  than  a year,  and  will  be 
given  the  benefit  of  a coast-wide  radio 
hookup. 

“The  Old  Maid”  was  presented  sans 
radio,  but  with  most  of  the  other  pre- 
miere formalities.  Honored  guests  includ- 
ed Gov.  Culbert  L.  Olsen  and  party.  Mayor 
Fletcher  Bowron  of  Los  Angeles,  and 
Charles  Kettering,  vice-president  of  Gen- 
eral Motors.  A few  of  the  first-nighters 
included  Director  William  Keighley  and  his 
wife,  Genevieve  Tobin;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
L.  Warner  sr.  and  Jack  L.  Warner  jr.; 
H.  M.  Warner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hal  Wallis, 
George  Cukor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Cohn, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hal  Roach  sr.  and  Hal 
Roach  jr.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  O’Donnell,  Walter 
Wanger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Briskin,  Mrs. 
Darryl  Zanuck,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nate  Blum- 
berg, the  Harry  Rapfs,  Bette  Davis,  the 
Bing  Crosbys,  Andrea  Leeds,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Casey  Robinson  and  scores  of  others. 

WB  Assigns  Curtiz  to 
Three  Next  5 Months 

Three  assignments  have  been  lined  up 
for  Director  Michael  Curtiz  by  Warner 
for  the  next  five  months.  First  to  go  will 
be  “Four  Wives,”  a sequel  to  “Daughters 
Courageous,”  to  be  followed  by  “The  Sea 
Hawk,”  starring  Errol  Flynn,  and  “Ne- 
vada.” 

Curtiz  will  have  two  production  crews 
working  with  him  continuously  between 
now  and  January  1. 


A Plum  to  Schaefer 

Production  of  Republic’s  high-budgeted 
“Storm  Over  India”  has  been  delegated  to 
Armand  Schaefer.  Picture  is  geared  to 
start  within  two  weeks. 
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SCRIPTERS 


— Metro 

THAMES  WILLIAMSON  to  “Bonanza.”  Wal- 
lace Beery  will  star. 

JAMES  K.  McGUINNESS  to  an  original,  built 
around  the  title  "The  Rosary.” 

MYLES  CONNOLLY  to  an  untitled  story  which 
will  be  used  as  a Tarzan  vehicle.  Lucien  Hubbard 
will  produce. 

— Paramount 

LILLIE  HAYWARD  to  “The  Biscuit  Eater.” 
Jack  Moss  will  produce, 

LIEUT. -COMM.  FRANK  WEAD  to  “The  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police,”  collaborating  with 
JEANIE  MACPHERSON,  JESSE  LASKY  jr.  and 
ALAN  LEMAY'.  Cecil  B.  DeMille  will  produce  and 
direct. 

LEONARD  LEE  teamed  with  W.  P.  LIPSCOMB 
on  “Safari,”  a Madeleine  Carroll  starrer. 

— Republic 

AL  MARTIN  to  “Heroes  of  the  Saddle,”  a 
Three  Mesquiteers  western. 

EARL  FELTON  to  “Should  Wives  Work?” 

— 20th  Century-Pox 

CLAY'  ADAMS,  LEONARD  HOFFMAN  and 
HAMILTON  MacFADDEN  teamed  on  “The  Simple 
Life,”  renrake  of  “Six  Cylinder  Love.”  in  which 
Stuart  Erwin  will  be  featured.  Willianr  Beaudine 
directs. 

ROBERT  ELLIS  and  HELEN  LOGAN  to  “The 
Valiant,”  scheduled  for  an  August  28  start. 

JOHN  HOWARD  LAYVSON  to  “Earthbound.” 

— I'niversal 

ROY  CHANSLOR  to  “Trouble’s  My  Middle 
Name.”  which  George  Yohalen  will  produce. 

LESTER  COLE  to  “Bad  Company.” 

— Warner  Bros. 

MAITRICE  HANLINE  to  “YVhere  There’s  a 
Will.” 

CHARLES  BELDEN  to  “The  Singing  Cop,”  be- 
ing written  as  a John  Payne  starrer. 

ABEM  FINKEL  to  “Two  Sons,”  which  will  co- 
star  James  Cagney  and  Pat  O’Brien.  Story  was 
written  hy  John  Fante  and  Ross  Wills. 

KEN  GAMET  to  “Granny.  Get  Y'our  Gun,” 
from  his  own  original,  in  which  May  Robson, 
Humphrey  Bogart  and  Jane  Bryan  will  feature. 


Garnett  Is  Ticketed  lor 
Two  on  Wanger  List 

Walter  Wanger  has  ticketed  Tay  Gar- 
nett to  direct  two  films  on  his  1939-40 
production  slate.  He  leads  off  with  “Send 
Another  Coffin”  after  completing  “African 
Intrigue”  for  Gene  Towne  and  Graham 
Baker. 


WB  Signs  Wm.  Cagney 

WiUiam  Cagney,  brother  of  Actor  James 
Cagney,  has  been  signed  as  a Warner 
associate  producer,  working  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Hal  Wallis.  He  has  been 
given  no  assignment  as  yet. 


Role  to  Hardwicke 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke  has  replaced  Basil 
Rathbone  in  one  of  the  featured  roles  in 
RKO  Radio’s  “The  Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame,”  which  is  now  before  the  cameras. 
Rathbone  withdrew  because  of  another 
film  commitment. 


Julian  Lesser  to  Principal 

Julian  Lesser,  son  of  Sol  Lesser,  has 
joined  his  father’s  Principal  Productions 
as  an  assistant  to  Louis  Hyman,  head  of 
distribution. 


Paramount  Borrows  Ameche 

Paramount  has  borrowed  Don  Ameche 
from  20th  Century-Fox  on  a one-picture 
commitment.  The  actor  reports  in 
October. 


Title  Starrett  Western 

Just  completed,  Columbia’s  latest 
Charles  Starrett  western  has  been  titled 
“Riders  of  Black  River.”  Sam  Nelson  di- 
rected. 


Second  British  Director 
Is  Signed  by  Selznick 

Selznick  International  has  signed  Rob- 
ert Stevenson,  English  director,  to  a long- 
term contract.  He  sails  from  London, 
August  9,  to  report  here  for  assignment. 
Stevenson  directed,  among  others,  “Nine 
Days  a Queen.”  Another  British  director, 
Alfred  Hitchcock,  is  megging  “Rebecca” 
for  Selznick. 


Hyams  Seeks  Talent  lor 
Command  Performance 

Seeking  talent  for  a command  per- 
formance stage  show  for  the  King  and 
Queen  of  England,  set  for  October  18  in 
London,  Mickey  Hyams,  British  theatre 
operator,  has  checked  in  for  a short  stay. 
He  is  associated  with  the  Gaumont  chain 
of  theatres. 


To  Direct  "Swiss  Family" 

Edward  Ludwig  has  been  signed  to  di- 
rect “Swiss  Family  Robinson,”  first  of  the 
Gene  Towne-Graham  Baker  productions 
for  RKO  Radio.  Picture  is  scheduled  to 
start  m mid-September. 

REVIEW 

FLASHES 

IN  NAME  ONLY  (RKO)— Sophisticated  and 
smartly  dialogued  society  triangle  drama 
possessing  story  ingredients  and  estab- 
lished names  which  should  assure  it  wide 
patronage  and  audience  acclaim.  Carole 
Lombard,  Cory  Grant  and  Kay  Francis  in 
toplines  ol  a fine  cast.  George  Haight  pro- 
duced; John  Cromwell  directed. 

MAN  FROM  TEXAS  (Mono)— With  Tex  Rit- 
ter as  a railroad  troubleshooter  protecting 
New  Mexico  ranchers  from  the  inroads  of 
a land-gathering  schemer,  this  is  the  best 
of  the  1939  Monogram  series.  A fine  script 
keeps  the  film  moving  under  the  expert 
direction  of  A1  Herman. 

NIGHT  WORK  (Para) — A weak  script  and 
heavily  over-drawn  characterizations  slow 
this  comedy  effort,  concerning  the  Fitch 
family,  down  to  a low-bracket  classifica- 
tion. Mary  Boland,  Charles  Ruggles,  Joyce 
Matthews.  George  Archainbaud  directed. 

RANGE  WAR  (Para) — The  redoubtable  Hop- 
along  Cassidy  again  throws  lead  and  fists 
in  the  cause  of  law  and  order  and  with 
usual  results,  albeit  his  crusading  for  the 
right  is  not  up  to  the  high  entertainment 
average  of  the  popular  series  due  to  a 
below  par  story  and  the  supporting  cast. 
Harry  Sherman  produced;  Lesley  Selander 
directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


OPTIONS 


— (’oluinbia 

ALBERT  DUFFY  joins  writing’  staff  to  work 
on  an  untitled  vehicle  for  the  “Blondie”  series. 

— Metro 

RITA  JOHNSON,  featured  player,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

JUNE  PREISSER,  featured  player,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

— Paramount 

DON  HARTMAN,  writer,  held  for  his  fifth  year 
with  the  studio. 

DR.  E.  F.  WINCKLER,  coffee  plantation  owner 
from  Sumatra  and  Java,  signed  as  technical  ad- 
visor on  “Typhoon.” 

— KKO  Radio 

BRENDA  FORBES,  stage  actress  and  sister  of 
Actor  Ralph  Forbes,  given  acting  contract. 

EDWARD  STEPHENSON,  fashion  designer, 
held  for  another  year. 

— Fd\\’ard  Small 

WINSTON  MILLER  added  to  writing  unit. 
PHILIP  MacDONALD  joins  writing  staff. 

— Universal 

JERRY  MARLOWE  held  for  another  term  as 
an  actor. 

Gulf  Oil  Lifts  Option  on 
Screen  Guild  Airshow 

Assuring  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund 
of  continuance  of  its  $10,000  weekly  in- 
come for  another  year,  the  Gulf  Oil  Co. 
has  picked  up  its  option  on  the  weekly 
Screen  Guild  airshow,  which  will  resume 
September  24  over  the  Columbia  network. 
Under  terms  of  the  tieup  with  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  actors  will  donate  their  ser- 
vices and  the  sponsor  will  defray  all  pro- 
duction costs.  New  pact  was  signed  by 
Jean  Hersholt,  president  of  the  MPRF; 
Ralph  Morgan,  president  of  the  SAG; 
Walter  Wanger,  Ralph  Block  and  Conrad 
Nagel,  Fund  executives:  and  representa- 
tives of  the  oil  firm. 


WB  "Nancy  Drew"  Series 
Become  Two-Reelers 

Warner’s  “Nancy  Drew”  series  has  been 
converted  from  feature-length  into  two- 
reelers.  First  picture  under  the  new  set- 
up, “Dangerous  Nancy  Drew,”  starts  late 
this  month  with  Gordon  Hollingshead  sup- 
ervising. Bonita  Granville  and  Frankie 
Thomas  have  the  title  roles. 


Direcis  "Spook  House" 
Columbia  has  signed  Edward  Sedgwick 
to  direct  “Spook  House,”  a Joe  E.  Brown 
comedy,  which  rolls  next  week.  Robert 
Sparks  will  produce. 


Taurog  Megs  "Melody  of  1940" 

Norman  Taurog  draws  the  directorial 
assignment  on  Metro’s  “Broadway  Melody 
of  1940,”  teaming  Fred  Astaire  and  Elea- 
nor Powell. 


Foy  Adds  "Santa  Fe" 

Bryan  Foy  has  added  “Santa  Fe,”  a 
western,  to  his  Warner  production  sched- 
ule. Cameras  turn  in  three  weeks  with 
George  Amy  directing. 


Tuttle  to  Meg  "McCarthy" 

Universal  has  signed  Fi'ank  Tuttle  to  di- 
rect the  next  Edgar  Bergen-Charlie  Mc- 
Carthy comedy,  tentatively  titled  “Charlie 
McCarthy,  Detective.” 
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T^T.T.TAM  DUGGAN  has  been  appoint- 
ed  manager  of  the  Monogram  ex- 
change under  Mel  Hulling,  who  was  named 
new  division  manager.  Duggan  was  for- 
merly booker  for  Grand  National  exchange 
under  H.  Bradley  Fish  . . . United  Artists 
Theatre  has  been  equipped  with  Simplex 
new  push-pull  sound  . . . Mrs.  Seiter,  oper- 
ator of  the  Selma  in  Selma,  has  taken 
over  the  Temple  here  from  F.  Bluchel. 

Jim  Riley  has  returned  from  a short  tour 
of  the  east.  Riley  and  the  missus  served  tea 
in  the  Pacific  Coast  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
offices  to  celebrate  the  new  sample  Inter- 
national chairs  he  brought  back.  He  also 
visited  Coulter  Premiums  and  has  a new 
line  of  giveaways  . . . Progressive  Prem- 
iums’ Bob  Lippert  was  on  his  way  to  Seat- 
tle to  open  new  offices  there. 

Lieutenant  Hoy  was  named  manager  of 
the  new  Army  Theatre  in  the  Presidio, 
opened  by  the  war  department  . . . Re- 
ports are  circulating  of  a deal  between 
T&D  circuit  and  Ned  Steel  . . . Bill  Peters 
will  take  over  management  of  his  Escalon 
. . . The  Ritz  in  Oakland  is  being  painted. 

Vacationers:  Gerald  Karski  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  Boise  and  Portland  combining 
business  and  pleasure  . . . Rose  Smith,  Re- 
public biller,  away  . . . Bob  Wetzel  of  Re- 
public, on  a busman’s  holiday  visiting  the 
studios  in  Hollywood  . . . Henry  Przybo- 
rowski,  Warner  shipper,  to  Los  Angeles 
. . . Lucille  Glover,  Warner  stenographer, 
has  returned  from  Sequoia  National  Park 
. . . Joe  Hanley,  Warner  office  manager, 
to  Lake  Tahoe  . . . Clair  Clancy  taking  it 
easy  at  Feather  River. 

Band  and  legit  notes:  Charges  are  off 
at  the  boxoffice  in  the  Music  Hall  at  the 
Fair.  Ted  Lewis  is  featured  with  a dance 
program  every  evening.  To  date,  the  be- 
lated Greenwich  Village  is  still  closed  and 
the  Gayway  below  the  Sally  Rand  show  is 
seemingly  dead,  especially  at  night  . , . 
Kay  Kyser  grossed  .$20,000  in  one  week  at 
the  Bal  Tabarin  . . . The  newly-formed 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists,  a rival 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Actors,  is 
planning  a series  of  benefit  vaudeville 
shows  here  this  September  . . . “The 
Swing  Mikado”  went  into  the  Geary  Thea- 
tre. The  company  is  the  one  which  made 
a big  hit  at  the  Fair  . . . Starting  August 
14,  “The  Great  American  Family”  will  be 
shown  at  the  Curran  following  “Outward 
Bound.” 

Feldstein  and  Dietrich 
Lease  Colton  Theatre 

Colton,  Cal. — Manny  Feldstein  and  Paul 
Dietrich  have  leased  the  Colton  Theatre 
from  L.  C.  Meyers  and  will  remodel  the 
house  extensively  for  an  October  1 reopen- 
ing. Feldstein  and  Dietrich,  operating 
managers  of  the  Oxnard  Theatre  circuit, 
now  own  six  houses. 


Trade  at  Techmeyer's  Debut 

San  Francisco — Homer  Techmeyer’s  new 
Vogue  Theatre  in  Salinas  was  opened  with 
many  local  trade  figures  present. 


A New  Warner  Deal 
Wilh  FWC  Wails 


Los  Angeles — Consummation  of  a deal 
on  1939-40  product  between  Fox  West 
Coast  houses  and  local  Warner  exchanges, 
which  will  most  probably  follow  as  a re- 
sult of  peace  established  in  New  York  by 
National  Theatres,  FWC  parent  company, 
and  Warner  sales  executives,  must  await 
the  return  of  Charles  Skouras,  FWC  presi- 
dent, from  the  east  and  the  arrival  of  of- 
ficial information  and  orders  to  N.  H. 
Browar,  local  Warner  exchange  manager, 
from  Gradwell  Sears,  Warner  sales  chief. 

Despite  Sears’  declaration,  at  the  time 
the  controversy  with  NT  and  FWC  arose 
several  weeks  ago,  that  the  Warner  policy 
would  prescribe  selling  away  from  the  Fox 
circuit  in  as  many  situations  as  possible, 
such  contracts  have  been  entered  by  War- 
ner in  only  two  spots  in  southern  Cali- 
fornia. Warner  product  has  been  sold 
first-run,  way  from  FWC,  to  Mrs.  Frank 
Valuskis,  operator  of  the  Bell  Theatre, 
Bell,  and  to  Mrs.  Jennie  Dodge,  owner  of 
the  Mission  Theatre  in  Ventura. 

Consequently,  it  is  expected  the  ultimate 
Warner  sales  contract  in  the  territory  will 
be  little  affected  by  the  delay  in  selling  to 
FWC. 


A Store's  Request  for 
Film  Turned  Down 

Los  Angeles — On  the  grounds  exhibitors 
already  are  overburdened  with  competition 
from  free  showings  of  motion  pictures  in 
public  schools,  at  lodge  meetings  and  other 
places  of  assemblage,  the  request  of  a 
large  downtown  department  store  to  rent 
a number  of  Warner  patriotic  short  sub- 
jects was  refused  by  Jack  Brower,  local 
exchange  manager  for  the  company. 

The  department  store,  name  of  which 
Brower  withheld  for  professional  reasons, 
had  intended  screening  the  subjects  in  one 
of  its  auditoriums  gratis  as  part  of  a “pa- 
triotism drive,”  the  Warner  exchangeman 
explained.  Brower  declared  the  store  of- 
fered to  pay  regular  rental  charges  and 
as  an  added  remuneration  offered  to  run 
“coming  attraction”  trailers  for  Warner 
pictures  at  the  Warner  Downtown  Theatre. 

Most  downtown  department  stores  from 
time  to  time  screen  amateur  motion  pic- 
tures of  the  travelogue  and  educational 
variety.  This,  however,  is  the  first  at- 
tempt made  locally  to  book  professionally- 
made  subjects  for  free  exhibition. 


McGinley  Goes  East  on 
Special  Assignment 

Seattle — L.  J.  McGinley,  branch  mana- 
ger for  Universal,  has  gone  east  on  a 
special  assignment  that  will  keep  him  away 
for  three  months. 

McGinley  has  been  chosen  by  W.  J. 
Heineman,  western  district  sales  manager, 
as  a field  superintendent  for  Heineman 
in  his  territory  which  extends  from  De- 
troit west.  Mac,  who  has  been  with  Uni- 


J.  O’KEEFE  went  through  here  on  his 
way  to  San  Francisco  and  Los  An- 
geles . . . Cecil  Fames  has  resigned  as 
local  Monogram  representative  and  has 
joined  the  Seattle  Universal  exchange  as 
a salesman  for  western  Washington  . . . 
Walter  Wesling,  formerly  with  Gaumont- 
British  with  headquarters  in  the  Fox  of- 
fice here,  takes  Fames’  place  with  Mono- 
gram. 

Art  Hile  is  booking  for  most  of  the  25- 
cent  suburban  houses  here.  Well  known  in 
Seattle  and  Portland  and  with  Fox  a long 
time  in  Bellingham,  Art  has  office  space 
on  the  Row  in  the  Western  Theatre  Equip- 
ment headquarters  . . . George  Gould  of 
Dallas  is  back  from  San  Francisco  and  a 
trip  through  the  Bay  City’s  fair. 

Johnny  Harvey,  Universal’s  booker,  re- 
ported a total  of  ten  long  distance  tele- 
phone calls  for  booking  during  Portland’s 
five-day  heat  wave  . . . On  the  Row  dur- 
ing the  week,  when  exhibitors  were  a scarce 
article  because  of  the  warmth,  were  Lor- 
ing  Schmidt  of  Salem,  A1  Adams  of  Sil- 
verton  and  Jerry  Randolph  of  Cathlamet. 

Tom  Shearer  out  of  town  on  business 
again  . . . Walt  Finney  getting  his  shoes 
shined  and  giving  an  advance  talk  on  “To- 
bacco Road”  which  will  occupy  his  May- 
fair  Theatre  stage  during  the  latter  part 
of  August  . . . Mose  Mesher  and  his  fam- 
ily are  vacationing  at  Seaside  . . . Zollie 
M.  Volchok  was  married  during  the  end  of 
the  week  to  Sylvia  H.  Lebenzon.  They’re 
honeymooning  in  San  Francisco  and  at 
Lake  Tahoe. 

Municipal  Judge  Julius  Cohn  assessed 
Eddie  Lewis,  manager  of  the  Gaiety  The- 
atre, $250  on  a charge  of  permitting  pro- 
duction of  acts  of  an  obscene  nature  on 
the  stage  of  his  house  . . . Mrs.  Kate 
Hartung,  operator  of  the  State  Theatre, 
has  resigned  as  a member  of  Portland’s 
motion  picture  censor  board.  Mayor  Jos- 
eph K.  Carson  named  William  Graeper  to 
serve  until  December  31,  the  remainder  of 
Mrs.  Hartung’s  term.  Graeper  is  president 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Owners’  Ass’n  of 
Oregon. 

Local  theatres  benefited  probably  more 
than  usual  as  the  result  of  Portland’s  an- 
nual Fleet  Week  because  the  city  council 
refused  to  permit  the  West  Coast  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  the  White  City  Shows  to  set 
up  their  carnival  . . . Dellmore  Lessard, 
attorney  for  the  Esquire  Theatre,  will  ap- 
peal to  the  city  council  from  the  censor 
board’s  condemnation  of  the  picture,  “Peter 
the  First.” 


versal  for  the  past  13  years,  left  on  a few 
hours  notice,  and  was  escorted  to  United 
Airlines  by  a goodly  crowd  of  well-wishers. 
A presentation  of  a brief  case  was  made 
at  the  plane. 

A.  J.  O’Keefe,  western  division  manager, 
has  named  Les  'Theuerkauf  as  acting 
branch  manager  during  McGinley’s  ab- 
sence, with  Cecil  Fames,  formerly  of  Mono- 
gram in  Portland,  added  to  the  local  sales 
force.  Theuerkauf  has  a total  of  15  years 
service  with  Universal. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


W 


53 


^ HE  A T T IL  IE 

^^ITH  Seattle  winding  up  its  ten-day 
celebration  of  Washington’s  Golden 
Jubilee,  many  other  cities  in  the  state  are 
preparing  for  their  good  time  entertain- 
ment. Mount  'Vernon  will  stage  its  “Hick- 
ory Hat  Days;’’  Ferndale  its  “Old  Settlers 
Days;’’  Spokane,  the  “Columbia  Caval- 
cade;’’ Anacortes,  “Mariner’s  Pageant;’’ 
Centralia,  “Pioneer  Days;’’  Bothell,  “Mardi 
Gras;’’  Snohomish,  “Kla-Ha-Ya”  Days; 
Buckley,  “Peach-a-Reno”  Days;  Chelan, 
“Water  Regatta;’’  Port  Orchard,  “Golden 
Jubilee;’’  Hoquiam,  “Paul  Bunyan  Days;’’ 
while  Auburn  will  celebrate  its  50th  An- 
niversary. 

The  first  public  glimpse  of  the  new  tele- 
vision-radio  will  happen  in  a few  days 
when  General  Electric  holds  its  big  show- 
ing of  receivers.  Sets  are  to  be  on  dis- 
play in  various  department  stores.  The 
new  Century  Theatre  recently  opened  with 
a foreign  film  policy,  is  also  featuring  tele- 
vision demonstrations  for  its  patrons  . . . 
Results  of  the  cruiser  races  from  Everett 
to  Nanaimo,  B.  C.,  show  that  A.  C.  St. 
John,  exhibitor  from  Centralia,  was  in 
fourth  place,  with  W.  B.  McDonald  of 
Olympia  in  tenth  spot. 

Jack  Flannery  of  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice has  a peeve.  A columnist  in  Oregon 
writing  for  a trade  paper  stated  that  “Hank 
Glannery  was  in  town’’  ...  A visitor  this 
week  is  Willis  Kent,  independent  film 
producer.  While  here  he  is  making  ar- 
rangements for  distribution  of  his  product 
...  A special  kiddies  party  was  held  on 
Filmrow  in  the  quarters  of  B.  F.  Shearer. 
Celebration  was  in  honor  of  Dick  Mercy 
who  has  just  attained  the  age  of  three. 
Ice  cream,  cake  and  pictures  was  the  or- 


Eeel  Reading — 

L,  J.  McGinley,  seated  aboard  the 
United  Airliner,  takes  along  his  Box- 
office  to  keep  him  company  on  his 
journey  to  New  York  to  join  the  Uni- 
versal home  office  staff. 


der  of  the  day.  Dick  is  the  son  of  Junior 
Mercy  of  the  Mercy  circuit. 

Mrs.  Brown,  wife  of  Martin,  of  the  Ave- 
nue  Theatre  in  Yakima,  will  present  hubby 
with  an  image  some  time  next  month. 
This  will  be  the  first  for  the  Browns  . . . 
Now  that  the  young  lady  has  gone  on  her 
vacation  it  can  be  told.  Miss  Beniice  Zim- 
merman of  the  Metro  office  will  wire  her 
friends  at  the  office  that  ivhen  she  returns 
to  work  she  will  be  Mrs.  William  Kelly. 

A1  Goldstein,  Monogram  head  in  the 
Northwest,  announces  that  Walter  Wess- 
ling,  former  boss  of  Gaumont-British,  will 
have  charge  of  the  Portland  office  for 
Monogram,  taking  the  place  of  Cecil 


Fames,  who  has  joined  Universal  in  Se- 
attle as  salesman  ...  A visitor  this  week 
is  Donald  “Small  Fry’’  O’Conner  now  a 
film  star.  Donald  was  here  to  see  his  folks 
who  were  appearing  at  the  Palomar  The- 
atre . . . George  Hutchings,  who  has  taken 
over  the  Dishman  Theatre  in  Dishman, 
Wash.,  is  on  the  Row  arranging  his  book- 
ings. George  was  formerly  in  Alberton, 
Mont.,  and  sold  his  circuit  in  that  state 
to  Tom  Cooper. 

Pete  Constanti  has  closed  his  Harbor 
Theatre  in  Aberdeen  for  a couple  of  months 
so  that  the  place  cari  be  remodeled  and 
redecorated  ...  A good  crowd  was  on 
hand  for  the  auction  sale  at  the  Mission 
in  Mount  Vernon  . . . With  the  weather 
so  hot  here,  and  old  Sol  hitting  the  high- 
est in  years,  Don  Beckman  of  Western 
Poster  moved  his  desk  and  typewriter  on 
the  sidewalk  and  did  his  letter -writing 
in  the  near-cool. 

Francis  Glanfield  of  the  Shell  Theatre 
in  Tacoma,  is  back  from  his  trip  to  New 
York  and  was  he  surprised.  During  his 
departure,  the  building  next  to  the  theatre 
was  torn  down,  but  the  retaining  wall 
could  not  stand  the  pressure,  so  a sup- 
porting wall  was  built  on  the  interior  of 
the  house,  cutting  the  seating  capacity 
about  a quarter. 

Vergil  Rogers,  for  the  past  few  years 
booker  for  the  Circle,  Atlas  and  Rialto 
theatres,  has  resigned  and  moved  south 
. . . Vacation  time  finds  Hal  and  Ethel 
Daigler  back  from  the  Alaska  trip,  with 
Hal  getting  busy  as  chairman  of  labor  re- 
lations for  the  theatres.  The  Theatre  Em- 
ployes Union  have  already  presented  their 
demands  for  next  season. 

Bill  Stober  of  “Tusco”  theatre  equip- 
ment, and  his  wife,  Dorothy,  are  gone  for 
a couple  of  weeks  and  located  at  Cam- 
mano  Island.  Bill’s  dad,  mother,  and  sis- 
ter came  from  Lewiston,  Ida.,  to  be  with 
him  on  the  trip  . . . Bob  and  Celia  Estill 
are  spending  their  vacation  near  Twisp 
on  his  parents  ranch.  Bob  is  head  booker 
for  Paramount  . . . Herb  Sabottka  and  his 
wife,  Marion,  are  vacationing  on  the  Hood 
Canal.  Herb  manages  the  Paramount  The- 
atre in  Portland. 

Mildred  Apperton,  wife  of  Matt,  mana- 
ger of  the  Salt  Lake  office  for  Universal, 
is  in  toivn  visiting  her  relatives.  Matt  will 
join  her  later  . . . Morrie  Nimmer,  mana- 
ger of  the  Evergreen  houses  in  Wenatchee, 
here  for  a day  then  off  to  New  York  with 
his  uncle,  Frank  Neioman  sr.  . . . Mitch 
Grohstein,  who  managed  Levy’s  Orpheum 
in  the  old  days,  and  now  is  located  in  Lew- 
iston, Ida.,  a visitor  . . . Rufus  Blair  of 
the  Paramount  publicity  staff  in  Holly- 
wood, flew  back  south  with  the  print  of 
“Beau  Geste.”  From  there  he  will  go  to 
Denver  for  a special  preview  showing. 

Rad  Pratsch,  Tacoma  exhibitor-sports- 
man, has  his  boat  on  the  “ways”  preparing 
for  a cruise  to  Tahiti  . . . Harry  Cohen 
back  to  his  bailiwick  in  Los  Angeles  after 
visiting  with  Eddie  Lamb,  local  branch 
manager.  Harry  is  the  coast  division  man- 
ager for  Radio  Pictures  . . . A.  L.  Rule 
of  the  New  York  publicity  department  for 
Radio  Pictures  here  to  assist  with  the 
campaign  on  “Bachelor  Mother”  . . . Claude 
and  Mrs.  Jensen,  of  the  Jensen-von  Her- 
berg  theatres,  here  from  Portland  for  the 
horse  show  in  which  their  daughter  Joan 
is  one  of  the  stars. 


Off  to  His  New  Assignment — 

L.  J.  McGinley,  former  branch  manager  for  Universal  in  Seattle,  leaves  for 
his  new  appointment  as  assistant  to  W.  J.  Heineman.  McGinley  (without  hat 
on  top  of  plane  steps)  is  accompanied  by  Al  O’Keefe,  ivestern  division  rnan- 
ager  for  Universal  and  Les  Theuerkauf,  new  local  branch  manager,  and  Mrs. 
Grace  McGmley.  Included  in  the  group  are  Hugh  Bruen  of  Whittier,  Cal.; 
Eddie  Hudson  of  Portland;  Danny  Matin,  George  Blair,  Bill  Kostenbader, 
Art  Kallen,  Neal  Walton,  Patricia  McGinley , Mrs.  Bill  Parker,  Evelyn  Taylor, 
Don  Beckman,  Jean  Spear,  Art  Gollofon,  Bill  Stober,  Keith  Beckwith,  Al 
Bloom,  Bill  Parker,  Art  Slater,  Dick  Ackles,  L.  J.  Sullivan,  Lloyd  Lamb,  Eddie 
Briggs,  Leonard  Raatz,  Evelyn  McGinley,  Veronica  Miller,  Margaret  Bar- 
rows.  Roberta  Tate  and  Irene  Follett. 
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A Washington  Film 
Tax  Threat  Dies 

Seattle — Returning  from  Olympia,  Jim 
Hone,  executive  secretary  for  the  Motion 
Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  Washington, 
announces  the  threatened  two  per  cent 
tax  which  would  have  applied  on  all  film, 
has  been  dropped. 

For  the  past  few  weeks  local  exchanges 
have  been  billing  exhibitors  for  the  tax, 
with  many  major  exchanges  putting  in  ex- 
tensive bookkeeping  systems. 

The  next  serious  item  facing  Washing- 
ton exhibitors  is  the  forthcoming  court 
case  of  the  American  Society  of  Com- 
posers, Authors  and  Publishers.  In  1937, 
the  state  passed  a law  regulating  Ascap, 
but  the  organization  did  not  comply  with 
the  law,  filing  suit  in  federal  court  in 
Tacoma  to  test  the  constitutionality  of 
the  law.  After  two  hearings  before  a three- 
judge  court,  the  case  was  dismissed  be- 
cause of  lack  of  jurisdiction.  Ascap  then 
appealed  to  the  United  States  supreme 
court  and  the  Tacoma  court  was  re- 
versed, with  the  case  being  remanded  back 
for  a new  trial  date. 

The  board  of  the  MPTO  has  appointed 
a special  committee  to  handle  the  lawsuit, 
including  John  Hamrick,  chairman;  John 
Danz  of  Sterling  Theatres,  Leroy  V.  John- 
son, general  manager  for  Jensen-von  Her- 
berg;  Cecil  Gwinn  of  the  Twin  City  the- 
atres in  Centralia  and  Chehalis,  and  L.  O. 
Lukan,  president  of  the  MPTO. 


L.  A.  Downtown  Tests 
New  Game  Stimulant 

Los  Angeles — First  tests  of  Giant  Ten- 
O-Win,  a new  type  of  cash  business  stimu- 
lator in  this  territory,  are  being  made  by 
Downtown  Theatres,  subsidiary  of  Princi- 
pal Theatres,  in  its  four  metropolitan 
houses — the  Orpheum,  Tower,  Rialto  and 
Palace.  | 

Each  house  is  equipped  with  a wheel  and 
giveaways  are  handled  on  an  individual 
basis.  Heretofore  the  four  theatres  were 
hooked  in  on  one  wheel. 


Remodeling  the  Nuart 

Sawtelle,  Cal. — Redecoration  and  re- 
modeling, including  a new  marquee,  is  un- 
derway at  George  Bourke’s  Nuart  Theatre. 
The  house  will  remain  open  during  the 
face-lifting  process  under  the  management 
of  Russell  Hoss. 


Contract  to  Moe 

Seattle — Bjarne  Moe,  architect,  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  the  new 
Bungalo  Theatre  to  be  built  in  St.  Maries, 
Ida.  Fulton  Cook  is  the  exhibitor  and 
builder. 


Reopens  San  Andreas 

San  Francisco — B.  Anderson,  former 
roadshow  man,  has  reopened  the  San 
Andreas  Theatre,  San  Andreas,  which 
has  been  dark  for  some  time. 


Coast  Exhibitors  Keeping  Eye 
On  Studio  Labor  Warfare 


Await  Rodgers  Before 
Taking  Code  Stand 

Los  Angeles — With  no  definite  announce- 
ment as  to  when  William  F.  Rodgers, 
Metro  sales  chief  and  co-chairman  of  the 
trade  practice  committee,  will  arrive  here 
from  New  York,  the  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.  has  reached 
a stalemate  in  its  consideration  of  the  ex- 
hibitor-distributor code.  Rodgers  is  expect- 
ed to  check  in  early  this  month  but  has 
set  no  exact  date. 

Immediately  upon  his  arrival,  Robert 
Poole,  ITO  secretary,  and  President  A1 
Galston  will  confer  with  him  on  securing 
two  important  concessions  affecting  this 
territory — banning  of  commercialized  pre- 
views and  first-run  moveovers,  both  of 
which  are  strenuously  objected  to  by  the 
exhibitor  organization. 

Both  Poole  and  Galston  have  expressed 
confidence  Rodgers  will  grant  the  amend- 
ments, upon  which  the  revised  code  will  be 
submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  ITO 
membership. 

Rodgers,  while  here,  also  is  expected  to 
begin  organizing  local  conciliation  and  ar- 
bitration boards,  with  the  code  to  be  in 
operation  by  September  1. 


Quinn  Polishes  Plans  for 
Allied  Membership  Drive 

Los  Angeles — Beyond  priming  the  pumps 
for  its  long-anticipated  drive  for  mem- 
bers, opening  of  which  will  be  signaled 
when  plans  for  a campaign  meeting  in 
the  near  future  are  completed,  the  re- 
cently-organized local  chapter  of  Allied 
States  has  been  inactive  since  its  “pep” 
meeting  more  than  a week  ago. 

Secretary  James  Quinn  is  polishing  plans 
for  Allied’s  membership  drive  and  will, 
within  a few  days,  announce  the  date  and 
locale  of  the  next  session.  All  independent 
exhibitors,  whether  affiliated  with  another 
showmen’s  organization  cr  not,  will  be  in- 
vited. 

No  direct  appeals  for  membership  were 
made  at  the  initial  “pep”  meeting,  which 
was  confined  to  a discussion  of  Allied’s 
stand  in  rejecting  the  exhibitor-distribu- 
tor trade  practice  code. 


Premier  Office  Opens  in 
Northwest  by  Aug.  15 

Seattle — Henry  Sonenshine,  general 
manager  for  Premier  Pictures,  announces 
the  opening  of  northwest  offices  for  the 
company  by  August  15.  Wayne  Christy  will 
be  the  northwest  representative.  Christy 
has  leased  the  quarters  just  vacated  by 
Republic  for  larger  space. 

Oregon,  Washington  and  parts  of  Idaho 
and  Montana  will  be  covered  by  the  of- 
fices in  Seattle  and  Portland. 


Los  Angeles — Refusing  to  regard  the 
situation  as  one  immediately  vital  to  their 
welfare,  local  chain  and  independent  thea- 
tre operators  nevertheless  are  keeping  a 
close  watch  on  the  Hollywood  studio  labor 
front,  in  which  the  International  Alliance 
of  Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  whose 
jurisdiction  is  challenged  by  the  United 
Studio  Technicians  Guild,  has  delivered 
veiled  threats  of  a studio  and  theatre 
walkout  unless  its  closed-shop  demands 
are  met  immediately. 

Consensus  of  opinion  of  Fox  West  Coast 
and  independent  showmen  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  lATSE-USTG  turmoil  is  primar- 
ily a concern  of  the  producers,  not  the 
distributors  or  exhibitors,  of  motion  pic- 
tures. All  are  keenly  aware,  however,  of 
the  consequences  should  the  lATSE  call 
a studio-theatre  strike,  as  the  I A has  an 
almost  100  per  cent  representation  among 
theatre  projectionists  here  and  through- 
out the  nation. 

The  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona,  repre- 
senting more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  un- 
affiliated operators  in  the  territory,  is 
eyeing  developments  closely,  with  Robert 
Poole,  executive  secretary,  declaring  that 
if  an  emergency  arises  which  is  vital  to 
its  members,  the  ITO  board  will  imme- 
diately be  called  into  session  to  formulate 
possible  plans  for  combating  a walkout. 

The  inter-union  strife  was  brought 
close  to  home  when  USTG  representatives 
stationed  themselves  at  more  than  a score 
of  local  FWC  houses,  distributing  circu- 
lars to  patrons  urging  them  to  plead  with 
producers  not  to  sign  any  lATSE  con- 
tracts, and  charging  the  lA  with  being  a 
“racket.” 

No  attempt  to  combat  the  move  was 
made  by  Cullen  Espy,  FWC  city  district 
manager,  or  other  executives  of  the  cir- 
cuit, Espy  holding  with  other  theatremen 
that  the  situation  concerns  the  studios 
and  not  the  exhibitors. 

Belief  that  FWC  and  other  major  opera- 
tors will  be  the  first  to  be  hit  in  the  event 
of  an  lA  projectionists’  walkout  was  ex- 
pressed by  Claude  Spaeth,  manager  of  the 
Congress,  a small  local  house.  His  declara- 
tion typified  the  sentiments  of  most  small 
exhibitors,  who  opined  that  the  lA  will 
not  “waste  time”  on  the  little  houses  un- 
less the  fight  becomes  bitter  and  pro- 
tracted. 


Benny  Record  Again 
Postpones  Closing 

Los  Angeles — Exceptional  business 
chalked  up  by  "Man  About  Town," 
Jack  Benny  starrer,  in  its  third  week 
caused  Paramount  Theatre  officials 
again  to  delay  plans  to  close  the  house 
for  remodeling  and  alterations.  Origin- 
ally scheduled  to  shutter  two  weeks 
ago,  the  theatre  was  then  set  to  close 
August  2.  Now  the  operators  have  de- 
cided to  shut  down  August  5,  running 
"Man  About  Town"  an  extra  four  days. 
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QARL  MOCK,  recently  added  to  the  sales 
force  at  the  Universal  exchange,  is 
being  transferred  to  Indianapolis. 

John  Anderson,  who  recently  sold  his 
two  theatres  at  Fort  Morgan.  Colo.,  to 
J.  C.  Parker  of  Dalhart,  Tex.,  is  leaving 
S0071  for  California,  where  he  will  make 
his  home. 

With  a deal  being  set  for  the  sale  of 
his  equipment,  Ed  Mapel  was  told  by  the 
landlord  the  1,800-seat  Tivoli  was  to  be 
torn  down  to  make  space  for  a parking 
lot. 

Jack  Langan,  Universal  exchange  man- 
ager, took  the  force  on  a picnic  to  Bergen 
Park,  in  the  mountains,  one  day  after 
work.  With  games  and  good  eats  a fine 
time  was  had  by  all. 

Thos.  Robinson,  Columbia  booker,  back 
from  his  vacation,  spent  in  Yellowstone, 
and  all  enthused  over  it. 

The  Broadway,  Fox  first-run,  has  re- 
opened after  a face-lifting  job.  New  seats 
were  installed  along  with  new  carpet,  and 
the  place  was  entirely  rewired.  Unique 
features,  such  as  the  iron  grill  tvork,  in- 
stalled when  the  house  was  built  in  the 
early  90’s,  were  retained.  The  work  was 
done  under  the  direction  of  Manager  John 
Denman. 

Nat  Wolfe  went  to  Cheyenne  to  see  his 
first  Frontier  Days  celebration. 

Les  Abbott,  sales  manager  for  Motio- 
graph,  spent  some  time  here  conferring 
with  Graham  Bros.,  his  representatives  in 
this  territory.  Both  Abbott  and  the 
Graham  Bros,  say  business  is  good  and 
improving  . . . Connie  Rose,  Monogram 
salesman,  back  from  a.  trip  through  north- 
ern Colorado  and  western  Nebraska,  says 
sales  are  good. 

E.  Wagner  of  the  Wagner  Sign  Service 
was  here  from  his  Chicago  headquarters 
conferring  with  the  Graham  Bros.  He  was 
on  his  way  to  the  coast  on  a sales  trip 
. . . Wallace  E Addison  has  been  sent  out 
by  Commercial  Him  exchange  to  sell 
“Lucky  Color”  game. 

G.  Malafronte,  Universal  auditor,  has 
settled  here  for  an  extensive  stay  . . . 
Most  of  the  exhibitors  are  staying  home, 
evidently  getting  ready  to  come  in  for  the 
annual  picnic  and  golf  tournament  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  screen  club  at  Evergreen 
on  August  18,  but  seen  on  the  Row  were 
Frank  Barnes,  Springfield,  Colo.;  Egon 
Weiselman,  Limon,  Colo.;  E.  K.  Baione, 
Aztec,  N.  M.,  and  Thos.  Love,  Hannah, 
Wyo. 

Herman  Sims  Gets  10-Year 
Extension  on  the  Iris 

Los  Angeles — A ten-year  extension  on 
the  Iris  Theatre  property  in  Hollywood 
has  been  secured  by  Herman  Sims  of 
American  Theatres  from  the  Main  Hold- 
ing Co.  The  house  is  subleased  from 
Sims  by  Fox  West  Coast. 


Two  Conventions,  Film 
Picnic  Due  Denver 

Denver — This  city  will  be  a busy  spot 
for  a week  with  theatre  men  swarming 
all  over  the  place.  Both  Gibralter  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  and  the  Fox  Intermountain 
division  will  hold  annual  conventions,  and 
on  August  18  the  annual  picnic  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club  will  be  held. 

Thirty-eight  managers  as  well  as  main- 
tenance men,  directors  of  advertising, 
bookers,  directors  and  officers  will  be  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Gibralter  company,  with 
Chas.  R.  Gilmour,  president,  presiding, 
August  11-15,  at  the  Cosmopolitan  Hotel. 
Matters  pertaining  to  theatre  operation  will 
occupy  the  time.  Directors  of  the  company 
include  seven  of  the  best  known  theatre 
men  in  the  Denver  area,  and  are  Ed 
Schulte,  Casper,  Wyo.;  Wm.  Ostenberg, 
Scottsbluff,  Neb.;  Everett  Cole,  Alamosa, 
Colo.;  Tlios.  Murphy,  Raton,  N.  M.;  E.  W. 
Ward,  Silver  City,  N.  M.,  and  John  Greer 
and  Nathan  Salmon  of  Santa  Fe,  N.  M. 
Officers  for  the  coming  year  will  be  elect- 
ed by  the  directors. 

About  55  will  attend  the  annual  Inter- 
mountain Fox  convention  at  the  Brown 
Palace  Hotel  August  16-18,  with  district 
meetings  scheduled  for  the  final  day.  Spy- 
ros  Skoui’as  is  expected  to  attend  the  open- 
ing sessions,  and  Rick  Ricketson,  division 
manager,  will  preside.  Talks  will  be  built 
around  “How  to  Sell  Tickets.”  Bernie 
Hynes,  manager  of  the  Denver  Theatre, 
is  in  charge  of  arrangements. 

A record-breaking  crowd  is  looked  for 
at  the  annual  golf  tournament  and  picnic 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club  to  be 
held  August  18  at  Eddie  Ott’s  Country 
Club  and  the  Evergreen  golf  course  at 
Evergreen,  40  miles  from  Denver.  Besides 
the  golf  there  will  be  a bridge  tournament, 
other  picnic  diversions,  with  a banquet  and 
dancing  in  the  evening. 


Wicklund  Is  Assistant 
At  Civic  Auditorium 

Seattle — Lawrence  Wicklund,  serving  his 
third  year  as  business  agent  for  the  The- 
atre Employes  Union,  Local  B-22,  an- 
nounces he  has  accepted  appointment  as 
assistant  manager  of  Seattle’s  civic  audi- 
torium. 

Wicklund  was  one  time  manager  of  the 
Metropxolitan  Theatre. 

The  union’s  executive  board  will  meet 
in  the  near  future  to  discuss  and  recom- 
mend a successor.  The  board’s  action  will 
be  referred  to  the  membership  for  action 
August  7.  Upon  Wicklund’s  departure, 
George  T.  Hood,  treasurer,  will  become 
acting  business  agent  until  action  at  the 
August  7 meeting. 


A 99-Year  Lease 

San  Francisco — A 99-year  lease  on  a 
new  1,000-seat  theatre  to  be  built  here  in 
the  Missions  district  has  been  taken  by 
D.  B.  Levin,  general  manager  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Theatres,  Inc.  Cost  of  the  new  house 
will  approximate  $250,000. 


^AILT  ILAKIE 

ROBERT  EMMET  SHERWOOD,  the  play- 
wright, stopped  here  briefly  while  on 
his  way  to  Hollywood  . . . Another  film 
visitor  was  throaty  Andy  Devine  . . . “On 
Borrowed  Time”  was  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived by  a preview  audience  at  the  Centre 
. . . H.  C.  Fuller,  local  RKO  head,  is 
traveling  Idaho  . . . Artie  Shaw  was  to 
swing  it  at  Lagoon,  mountain  resort,  Au- 
gust 2 ...  A long  string  of  jitterbugs  are 
jittering  nightly  at  McCullough’s  Arena 
here  for  prizes,  and  they’re  not  doing  thea- 
tre business  any  good  . . . Lee  Scott,  local 
NTS  office  manager,  and  Claire  Burdette 
of  Paramount’s  local  staff  are  due  back 
any  day  now  from  their  west  coast  vaca- 
tion. They  were  accompanied  by  their 
wives. 

Marian  Steele  of  Universal  is  taking  her 
time  off  in  California  . . . Phil  Gus,  man- 
ager of  Intermountain  Theatre  Supply,  is 
in  California  on  business  . . . James  R. 
Keitz,  Mercury  manager,  was  in  Denver 
several  days  . . . Bill  Seib,  Columbia’s  local 
head,  is  in  Montana,  getting  film  contracts 
signed  ...  A number  of  local  film  folk  are 
expected  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  New 
Toivn  Theatre,  Great  Falls,  August  6.  FWC 
has  named  Roscoe  Kernan  manager  of  the 
800-seater  . . . Arnie  Eichenlaub,  Fox 
manager  in  Missoula,  Mont.,  is  expected 
momentarily  from  his  vacation  . . . Service 
Theatre  Supply  has  installed  cooling  sys- 
tems in  the  Vogue,  Vernal,  Utah,  operated 
by  Mrs.  E.  R.  Cooper,  and  the  Royal,  Rigby, 
Ida.,  operated  by  Helmer  George. 

FWC  managers  in  this  section  meet  Au- 
gust 16-18  in  Denver.  Spyros  Skouras  of 
National  Theatres  is  expected  to  attend 
the  sessions  . . . Harold  Jones,  FWC  man- 
ager at  Nampa,  Ida.,  is  planning  a fishing 
trip  . . . Joe  Madsen,  UA  office  manager, 
will  vacation  the  first  two  weeks  in  Au- 
gust. Whereabouts,  as  yet,  is  undecided 
. . . Rick  Ricketson,  FWC  chief,  is  back  in 
Denver  after  two  weeks  of  New  York  . . . 
Bill  Borack  is  father  of  an  8-pound  boy 
. . . Pete  Peters  and  his  family  visited  the 
H-ed  Glasses  here.  Peters  handles  FWC 
houses  in  Las  Vegas,  N.  M.  Glass  is  also 
with  Fox  . . . George  Smith,  Paramount 
western  sales  head,  visited  here,  then  left 
with  Frank  Smith,  local  exchange  manager, 
on  a survey  of  the  Montana  territory. 

Local  Metro  employes  partied  at  Pine- 
crest  Inn.  It  was  all  on  Sam  Gardner,  ex- 
change manager  . . . Boh  Dean  is  now  man- 
aging the  Fox  Theatre,  Butte,  succeeding 
Johnny  O’Neal,  who  has  moved  over  to 
the  renovated  American  . . . William  Fow- 
ers  gets  an  extra  week’s  vacation  for  turn- 
ing in  eight  successive  profitable  weeks  for 
FWC  at  Ogden  . . . Vaudeville  is  helping 
to  pull  in  the  patrons  at  the  Roxy,  man- 
aged by  Andy  Floor. 


Free  Dishes  to  Women  at 
Drive-In  in  Burbank 

Burbank,  Cal. — First  giveaway  ever  book- 
ed in  a drive-in  theatre  is  being  given  a 
tryout  at  Seth  Perkins’  San-Val.  Perkins 
is  handing  out  free  crockery  to  every  wom- 
an patron  once  weekly. 
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Time  Limit  Ban  Veto  Leaves 
Open  Field  to  Conjecture 


Called  the  Turn 


Chicago — Now  that  Governor  Horner 
has  vetoed  the  Sandquist  bill,  which  would, 
in  effect  have  outlawed  double  features, 
it  appears  the  Aurora  (111.)  News  editorial- 
ly called  the  shot  on  why  the  bill  should 
have  been  vetoed  a week  before  the  action 
took  place. 

Entitled  “Movie  Seeing  by  Law,”  the  edi- 
torial follows: 

“People  used  to  have  a funny  idea  that 
there  was  a limit  to  the  things  you  could 
do  by  law.  Of  course,  we  know  better 
now. 

“You  can  do  anything  by  law.  Why,  not 
long  ago  we  had  a law  telling  people  what 
they  couldn’t  drink. 

“Our  own  state  is  doing  a bit  of  pioneer- 
ing. Before  the  governor  now  is  a bill 
passed  by  the  legislature  barring  double 
features  at  picture  houses. 

“This,  of  course,  opens  the  way  for  a 
lot  of  new  laws  which  nobody  had  dared 
to  think  about  before.  Let  your  imagina- 
tion go  a little: 

“How  about  a law  prohibiting  baseball 
doubleheaders? 

“How  about  a law  prohibiting  people 
from  showing  more  than  once  those  movies 
they  made  on  the  vacation? 

“How  about  a law  prohibiting  doubling 
at  bridge?  Or  in  brass? 

“In  short,  how  about  a law? 

“Well,  how  about  it?  You  might  think, 
in  your  innocence,  that  the  question  of 
how  many  pictures  a movie  was  going  to 
show  would  be  a business  question,  purely 
between  the  people  who  make  and  sell  the 
movies,  the  people  who  show  them,  and 
the  people  who  go  to  see  them. 

“That  would  be  the  old-fashioned  view. 
So  purely  private  a matter  as  this,  a matter 
so  little  tinged  with  the  public  interest, 
would  scarcely  have  been  considered  a 
matter  behind  which  to  throw  iron  reg- 
ulation and  the  majesty  of  the  law. 

“But  Illinois  legislators  in  majority  say 
otherwise.  Do  the  kids  love  to  sit  all 
afternoon  watching  an  interminable  show? 
No  matter — the  law  knows  best.  Do  the 
elders  want  to  drift  in,  catch  a quick 
show,  and  beat  it?  No  matter,  the  law 
knows  best. 

“Any  such  law  as  that  now  offered  us 
would  certainly  seem  destined  straight  for 
a long  career  in  the  courts,  which  would 
then  be  faced  with  the  difficult  task  of 
determining  precisely  how  much  movie 
the  citizen  should  see  for  his  quarter.” 


New  Louise  Nearly  Ready 

Louisville,  III. — Work  on  the  marquee 
of  the  New  Louise  has  been  completed 
and  plastering  in  the  interior  is  finished. 
Plans  call  for  opening  the  house  shortly. 


Informs  Row  Before 
Daily  Press 

Chicago  — Exhibitors  on  Filmrow 
learned  before  the  daily  press  that 
Gov.  Henry  Horner  had  vetoed  the 
Sandquist  picture-limitation  bill  through 
BOXOFFICE  bulletins  placed  at  vant- 
age points. 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Aftermath  of  Governor  Hor- 
ner’s veto  of  the  measure  proposing  a time 
limit  of  two  hours,  15  minutes  to  film  pro- 
grams in  Illinois,  is  a flock  of  reports, 
in  the  main  unconfirmed,  and  ranging 
from  a belief  that  the  Chicago  city  council 
will  endeavor  to  limit  showings,  and  there- 
by curb  duals,  to  one  that  B&K  would  soon 
announce  a policy  of  triple  features  for 
several  of  their  bigger  houses. 

The  threat  of  an  anti-duals  move  by 
the  Chicago  city  council  occasions  but  few 
qualms  in  trade  ranks  since  passage  of 
such  a measure,  following  failure  in  the 
state,  is  deemed  most  unlikely.  The  re- 
port of  triples  by  B&K,  though  given 
versimilitude  by  the  fact  that  the  chain 
has  found  such  operation  profitable  in 
one  of  its  houses,  still  has  to  overcome' 
the  fact  that  B&K  officials  ridicule  the 
idea. 

On  the  legal  front,  with  activity  at  a 
low  ebb,  the  report  that  negotiations  di- 
rected toward  a settlement  of  the  Frank 
Ford  anti-trust  suit  against  B&K  and  the 
majors — a settlement  in  the  form  of  an 
offer  of  “C”  week  product — were  under- 
way, occupied  the  spotlight,  though  crowd- 
ed by  the  fact  that  none  could  say  “who 
was  doing  the  offering.” 


Pro  and  Con  Messages 
Swamp  Governor 

Chicago — Gov.  Henry  Horner  received 
approximately  2,500  letters  and  telegrams 

Temporary  Resirainer 
To  Fanchon  & Marco 

St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Charles  B. 
Williams  has  issued  a temporary  restrain- 
ing order  preventing  John  S.  Leahy,  Lam- 
bert E.  Walther  and  Harold  F.  Hecker, 
three  local  attorneys,  from  prosecuting 
five  suits  to  collect  $2,200  in  notes  against 
Fanchon  & Marco  and  subsidiaries.  The 
action  was  taken  at  the  request  of  F&M, 
contingent  on  the  posting  of  a $12,500 
bond. 

The  suits  were  instituted  after  F&M 
filed  an  action  against  Leahy,  Walther  and 
Hecker  seeking  the  return  of  notes  total- 
ing $42,800.  Charging  breach  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  attorneys.  F&M 
contended  the  notes  had  been  given  for 
legal  ser\aces  in  connection  with  F&M’s 
efforts  to  obtain  film  from  major  distribu- 
tors for  the  Ambassador,  Missouri  and  New 
Grand  Central  theatres  here. 

In  its  suit  F&M  also  asked  the  circuit 
court  to  compel  the  three  attorneys  to  ac- 
count for  $42,200  allegedly  paid  them  as 
legal  fees  and  to  enjoin  the  defendants 
from  selling  or  transferring  the  notes. 

Leahy  earlier  termed  the  F&M  suit  as 
“quite  full  of  romance”  and  as  “just  an  at- 
tempt to  defer  the  day  of  payment  of  the 
notes.” 


requesting  him  to  nullify  the  Sanquist  bill, 
which  would  have  limited  film  programs 
to  two  hours  and  15  minutes  in  Illinois. 

He  also  received  between  1,500  and  2,000 
telegrams  and  letters  from  persons  seek- 
ing to  have  him  okay  the  bill. 

Horner  based  his  veto  on  an  opinion  by 
Atty-Gen.  John  Cassidy  that  the  bill  was 
unconstitutional . 

Independent  exhibitors  were  openly  dis- 
appointed at  the  governor’s  action,  many 
feeling  he  should  at  least  have  let  the  bill 
become  law  without  his  signature.  Local 
newspapers  devoted  considerable  space  to 
the  veto. 

Morris  Leonard,  B&K  general  counsel,  in 
agreeing  with  the  governor’s  veto  message, 
added  that  “it  is  unfortunate  in  the  in- 
dustry when  it  is  found  necessary  to  have 
to  go  to  governmental  agencies  with  our 
complaints  ...  I am  pleased  that  we  have 
an  honest  governor.” 

Horner,  a regular  moviegoer  prior  to  his 
recent  illness,  in  his  veto  message  said 
the  attorney  general,  in  citing  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  the  bill,  had  shown  that 
in  the  past  the  supreme  court  consistently 
had  decided  the  power  of  the  general  as- 
sembly to  regulate  lawful  occupation  ex- 
tends only  to  such  measures  as  are  “rea- 
sonably necessary  and  appropriate  for  the 
accomplishment  of  a legitimate  object 
within  the  domain  of  the  police  power,  and 
in  such  instances  where  the  welfare  of  the 
public  is  at  stake.” 

Morals  Not  Involved 

“This  bill  contains  no  reference  to  the 
quality  or  character  of  motion  picture 
films  exhibited,  and  consequently,  was  not 
intended  to  protect  public  morals,  safety 
or  welfare.  In  the  absence  of  competent 
scientific  proof  to  the  contrary,  there  is  no 
reascn  to  believe  that  public  health  will  be 
adversely  affected  by  motion  picture  ex- 
hibits lasting  more  than  two  hours  and  15 
minutes.” 

That  the  studios  on  the  west  coast  also 
were  interested  in  the  bill,  was  reflected 
by  the  space  devoted  in  her  nationally- 
syndicated  column  by  Louella  O.  Parsons, 
a day  before  the  governor’s  veto.  It  ran: 

“Far  from  being  angry  if  the  governor 
of  Illinois  signs  the  bill  limiting  movie 
shows  to  two  and  a quarter  hours’  running 
time,  producers  will  breathe  a sigh  of  re- 
lief over  a move  that  will  mean  the  death 
knell  of  the  double  feature  menace.  Par- 
ent-teacher and  other  associations  have 
argued  that  long  shows  were  detrimental 
to  health.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  ex- 
hibitors have  clamored  for  double  features 
plus  short  attractions  to  give  their  patrons 
as  much  entertainment  as  possible  for  their 
money.  Now  the  Illinois  legislature  may 
have  solved  the  problem — for  if  one  state 
adopts  the  measure,  others  are  liable  to 
follow  suit.” 

E.  C.  Sandquist,  the  Chicago  legislator 
who  introduced  the  bill  in  the  Illinois  house 
of  representatives,  argued  too  lengthy  film 
programs  were  injurious  to  the  eyes  and  a 
menace  to  health.  He  particularly  was 
harassed,  he  said,  by  the  showing  of  three, 
and  sometimes  four,  features,  in  some  Chi- 
cago theatres. 
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A Consistent  Ruling 
Sought  by  Trampe 

Milwaukee — Latest  step  in  the  move  on 
the  part  of  independent  business  men  to 
eradicate  Bingo  was  taken  with  the  filing 
of  a complaint  by  Charles  W.  Trampe, 
president  of  Film  Service,  Inc.,  and  local 
exhibitor,  against  the  owners  of  the  Bahn 
Pi'ei  Hall  here. 

An  order  also  was  signed  by  Circuit 
Judge  John  C.  Kleczka,  requiring  owners 
of  the  hall  and  the  operators  of  a tavern 
there  to  show  cause  why  a restraining 
order  should  not  be  issued  against  hold- 
ing Bino  games. 

The  Bino  ban  has  been  extended  to 
State  Fair  Park  in  West  Allis,  where  the 
game,  together  with  a dart  throwing  game 
and  shooting  gallery  have  been  closed 
following  a conference  between  C.  S.  Rose, 
president  of  State  Fair  Park,  Inc.,  operator 
of  the  concessions,  and  Dist.  Atty.  Herbert 
J.  Steffes. 

Rose  told  the  prosecutor  he  has  a 10- 
year  concession  contract  with  the  state  de- 
partment of  agriculture,  which  permits 
Bingo  and  dart  games  and  a shooting 
gallery,  but  agreed  to  discontinue  the  games 
until  Steffes  consulted  with  state  authori- 
ties as  to  their  legality. 

Rose  contends  that  the  Bingo  and  dart 
games,  as  played  at  the  park,  are  games  of 
skill. 

Bingo  games  are  banned  in  Waukesha 
and  Sheboygan  coimties  regardless  of  spon- 
sorship. In  the  latter  county,  various 
agencies  have  protested  the  ban,  including 
Charles  E.  Broughton,  publisher  of  the 
Sheboygan  Press,  who  has  openly  de- 
clared himself  as  favoring  church  and  fra- 
ternal groups  to  be  permitted  to  sponsor 
Bingo,  if  they  so  desire. 

In  Shawano  county,  various  groups  may 
plan  retaliation  against  a tavernkeepers’ 
reform  group  that  has  successfully  applied 
pressure  for  elimination  of  raffles,  lotteries 


and  Bingo  games.  The  movement  started 
when  tavernkeepers  became  angry  because 
they  had  been  deprived  of  slot  machine 
revenues  and  decided  gambling  sponsored 
by  churches,  civic  groups  and  others  out- 
side the  tavern  business  was  no  more  vir- 
tuous than  the  machines. 

Milwakee  county  exhibitors  are  anxious 
to  see  Bingo  eliminated  since  they  have 
been  hard  pressed  by  this  type  of  com- 
petition, particularly  since  the  state  su- 
preme court’s  decision  stamping  Bank 
Night  a lottery.  As  a result  of  this  ruling, 
most  theatre  games  in  the  state  have  been 
tossed  overboard. 

The  Times-Press  at  Hartford,  in  an  edi- 
torial on  the  matter,  declares  it  believes 
there  should  be  some  consistent  interpre- 
tation for  the  state  as  a whole  as  to  the 
enforcement  of  Bingo  bans.  “Local  au- 
thorities should  not  be  allowed  to  place 
their  own  interpretation  upon  a matter 
that  concerns  the  people  of  the  entire 
state,”  the  editorial  states. 


40%  Ahead  of  Last  Year, 
Says  George  W»  Weeks 

Chicago — George  W.  Weeks,  sales  man- 
ager of  Monogram,  while  here  en  route 
east  after  a lengthy  swing  about  the  com- 
pany’s exchanges  as  far  west  as  Los  An- 
geles, was  enthusiastic  over  1939-40  pros- 
pects for  the  company. 

“We’ve  got  several  big-budget  films 
planned,  and  our  deals  already  are  about 
40  per  cent  ahead  of  last  year,”  said  Weeks. 
He  said  the  first  big  one  will  be  “Murder 
in  the  Big  House,”  due  early  in  Septem- 
ber. with  Charles  Bickford  and  Barton 
MacLane. 


Sells  to  Kerasotes 

Highland,  III. — Louis  and  Gus  Kera- 
sotes of  Springfield  have  taken  over  the 
500-seat  Lory  Theatre,  operated  here  for 
several  years  by  Herbert  Lory.  Details 
of  the  deal  were  not  announced. 


Merger  'Down  Under' 
Of  Theatre  Chains 

Chicago — The  re-alliance  of  Greater 
Union’s  40  theatres  and  Fox-Hoyts’  200 
houses  in  Australia  for  the  new  season 
after  a two-year  break,  is  seen  by  Dan 
Casey,  Universal  general  sales  manager  in 
Australia,  who  conferred  here  with  E.  T. 
(Peck)  Gomersall,  district  manager,  and 
Mannie  Gottlieb,  branch  manager,  before 
going  on  the  New  York  for  home  office 
conferences. 

Casey  said  business  conditions  are  on 
the  uptrend  “down  under”  and  that  Amer- 
ican companies  right  now  have  little  to 
fear  in  a competitive  way  from  Australian 
production  plans. 

Nevertheless,  with  the  New  South  Wales 
government  having  passed  a bill  giving  ex- 
hibitors a 25  per  cent  rejection  privilege 
on  Australian  and  British  product,  local 
production  is  being  encouraged,  he  added. 

Double  features  are  the  thing  in  Aus- 
tralia and  in  New  Zealand,  which  also  en- 
courages production.  The  government  has 
guaranteed  legitimate  production  com- 
panies against  losses,  and  Sir  Hugh  Denne- 
son’s  Argosy  Films  will  produce  four  pic- 
tures a year  starting  in  1940. 

Charles  Chauvel  will  make  two  pictures 
a year  at  Argosy  Pagewood  studios  in 
Sydney,  center  of  production.  Tliese  will 
be  distributed  by  Universal,  which  com- 
pany probably  also  will  distribute  Argosy 
product. 

In  addition,  there  will  continue  the  reg- 
ular production  of  six  features  by  Cine- 
Sound  in  Sydney.  This  company  also 
produces  52  newsreels  annually  called  the 
Australian  Gazette,  while  Movietone  News 
issues  its  reel  on  an  Australian  basis.  Ken 
Hall  is  in  charge  of  Cine-Sound  produc- 
tion. 

Casey,  who  has  been  with  Universal  19 
years  in  the  Antipodes,  said  nearly  every 
Hollywood  success  in  the  states  goes  over 
in  Australia.  Deanna  Durbin  pictures, 
without  exception,  play  a five-week  or  more 
run  at  the  State  Theatre,  Sydney,  he  said. 

Casey,  who  will  be  away  during  the 
Australian  convention  of  Universal’s  seven 
exchanges  there,  prepared  a three-reel  film 
talk  while  in  Hollywood. 


Tickets  Still  Available 
For  Splash  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Tickets  are  still  available  for 
the  mid-summer  splash  party  to  be  held  by 
the  Women’s  Film  Industry  Club  and  the 
Film  Bookers’  Club  of  Chicago  Wednes- 
day evening,  August  16,  at  Medinah  Club 
on  North  Michigan. 

Pour  and  a half  hours  of  swimming  will 
be  offered,  as  well  as  buffet  luncheon  at 
9:30  p.  m.  and  an  exhibition  of  swimming 
and  diving. 

Tickets  are  $1.00. 


Premieres  "Mad  Youth" 

Chicago — “Mad  Youth,”  being  handled 
in  the  Illinois  territory  by  Abe  Teitel,  had 
its  first-run  this  week  at  the  Clark  Thea- 
tre. Fred  Mindlin  handled  the  exploita- 
tion campaign. 


Bouquets  for  Monogram — 

A wealth  of  flowers  adorned  Henri  Elman’s  Capitol-Monogram  exchange  in 
Chicago  on  its  recent  opening  day.  Seated,  left  to  right,  are  Birdie  New- 
man, switchboard  operator;  Charlie  Lindau,  office  manager;  Alice  Dubin, 
secretary  to  Henri  Elman;  Elman;  Marjorie  Brovm,  billing  clerk;  and  Rube 
Leventhal,  booker.  Standing,  left  to  right:  Fred  Mindlin,  Charlie  Kranz, 
Select  Pictures,  New  York;  Morris  Heilman,  state  salesman,  and  Dan  Roach, 
World-Playhouse  press  agent. 


58 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


Luncheon  With  a Star — 

Fihii  critics  and  trade  press  memhers  were  guests  of  Paramount  and  B&K 
at  a party  in  Chicago’s  Drake  Hotel  for  Susan  Hayward,  starlet  currently 
in  “Beau  Geste.’’  Seated  around  the  table^  from  left  to  right,  are  Donald 
Douglas,  columnist;  Clark  Rodenbach,  Chicago  Daily  News  critic;  Allen 
Usher,  Paramount  district  manager;  Susan  Hayward,  Doris  Arden,  Chicago 
Times  eritic,  and  Jim  Donohue,  Paramount  branch  manager.  Standing,  left 
to  right:  Herb  Graff  is.  Times  columnist;  Abe  Platt,  Bill  Hollander,  Nate 
Platt,  Dave  W allerstein  and  John  Balaban. 


Prize  Money  Given 
Out  in  B&K  Drive 

N 

Chicago — Twenty-seven  hundred  dollars 
in  prize  money  was  distributed  to  winning 
managers  of  Balaban  & Katz  at  the  lunch- 
eon held  Tuesday  at  the  Bismark  Hotel. 
Prizes  went  to  successful  house  managers 
in  the  recent  John  Balaban  Drive. 

The  first  such  drive  ever  conducted  by 
B&K  as  a separate  unit  was  well  received 
by  both  the  managers  and  company  execu- 
tives. In  awarding  the  prizes,  John  Bala- 
ban said: 

“The  drive  stimulated  thinking,  personal 
initiative,  and  showmanship  among  all  the 
men  ...  It  helped  maintain  business  at  a 
healthy  level  at  a time  when  it  usually 
falls  off.” 

Winners  announced  were: 

Loop  houses:  Roy  Bruder,  Chicago,  $250; 
Sam  Soible,  Apollo,  $150. 

“A”  week  houses:  Ambrose  Conroy, 
Southtown,  $250;  George  Brandt,  Tivoli, 
$150;  Charles  Cottle,  Marbro  and  Ralph 
Wettstein,  Riviera,  tied  for  third,  $100 
each. 

“B”  week  houses;  Harry  Odendhal,  Con- 
gress, $250;  Ed  O’Donnell,  Paradise,  $150; 
Ed  Dloughy,  Gateway,  and  William  Methe, 
Tower,  tied  for  third,  $100  each. 

“C”  week  houses;  George  Romine,  Sen- 
ate, $250;  Ted  Boisemmeau,  formerly  at  the 
Terminal  and  now  at  the  Nortown,  $150; 
Leonard  Schiff,  Central  Park,  $100. 

General  release  houses;  Bill  Briscoe, 
Cine,  $250;  Harry  Hadfield,  Belpark,  $150; 
Sam  Levin,  Luna,  and  McNeil  Smith,  Will 
Rogers,  tied  for  third,  $100  each. 

Instead  of  splitting  third  place  awards 
in  the  three  ties  listed  above,  B&K  award- 
ed each  third  place  winner  the  full 
amount. 

All  B&K  managers  and  executives  at- 
tended the  luncheon. 


Trade  Screening  Series 
By  UA  in  Windy  City 

Chicago — Several  trade  screenings  will 
be  held  in  the  next  few  weeks  by  United 
Artists  at  Henry  Igel’s  screening  room. 

Next  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  August 
8 and  9,  “Four  Feathers”  will  be  shown; 
the  following  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
August  15  and  16,  “Winter  Carnival,”  and 
the  week  following,  August  22  and  23, 
“They  Shall  Have  Music.”  All  screenings 
will  start  at  1:30  p.  m. 


A Special  Preview  Held 
For  Goldwyn's  Latest 

Chicago — Art  Catlin,  United  Artists  ex- 
ploiteer  in  this  territory,  handled  all  ar- 
rangements this  weekend  for  a special  pre- 
view showing  of  Sam  Goldwyn’s  “They 
Shall  Have  Music”  at  the  National  Music 
Camp,  Interlochen,  Mich.  The  preview 
was  to  be  held  Sunday  night,  August  6. 


Bowles  Vacations  in  Canada 

Plymouth,  Ind. — Tom  Bowles,  manager 
of  the  Rialto,  is  away  for  a two-week  vaca- 
tion through  Canada  where  he  expects 
to  see  a lot  of  country  and  also  become 
acquainted  with  some  Canadian  exhibitors. 


^ON  McLEOD,  booker  at  the  local  Metro 
office,  is  vacationing  in  New  York  . . . 
Darlene  Willman  of  the  Metro  office  has 
just  returned  from  a trip  out  west  . . . 
Doris  Rogers,  also  of  Metro,  will  spend  her 
vacation  in  New  Jersey. 

Bill  Studebaker,  operator  of  the  Logan 
Theatre,  Logansport,  recently  created  much 
interest  with  a local  baby  contest  in  which 
he  tied  up  with  the  local  newspaper. 

Harold  Marshall,  head  of  exploitation  at 
the  local  Metro  office,  says  that  high 
praise  should  be  given  the  following  for 
their  exploitation  on  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,” 
where  very  good  boxoffice  grosses  were  re- 
ported: L.  Ward,  Farrar,  Loew’s,  Indian- 
apolis; George  M.  Hunt,  Louisville;  Melvin 
Grundy,  Muncie,  H.  J.  Arnold,  Terre 
Haute;  H.  Frederickson,  Lafayette;  Pete 
Panagos  and  Sam  Neall  of  Kokomo;  W. 
R.  McCormack,  Frankfort;  Dale  Loomis 
and  Mr.  Bachman,  Peru;  and  Bill  Stude- 
baker, Logansport. 

Wade  William,  manager  of  Metro,  is  very 
proud  of  his  staff  these  days.  The  Indian- 
apolis branch  has  been  leading  the  district 
under  G.  E.  Flynn’s  division  for  the  past 
six  weeks  in  the  national  sales  drive. 

Harold  Marshall,  local  studio  representa- 
tive for  Metro  in  Indiana  territory,  is  con- 
ducting a search  for  the  ideal  Kentucky 
family  as  an  exploitation  promotion  for  the 
“Hardy  Family”  series.  Tieups  have  been 
made  with  250  Kentucky  newspapers,  the 
manager  of  the  Kentucky  State  Fair,  Gov- 
ernor Chandler  and  Mayor  Schultz  of 
Louisville,  and  13  county  fairs. 

A series  of  screenings  have  been  arranged 
throughout  Indiana  for  the  exhibitors  on 
“On  Borrowed  Time,”  released  by  Metro. 

Harry  "Van  Noy,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Anderson,  has  been  busier  than  a cran- 
berry merchant  these  days.  Last  week  he 
was  trying  to  book  pictures,  get  publicity 


out  for  the  personal  appearance  of  Deacon 
Moore  and  his  orchestra,  prepare  the  thea- 
tre for  a big  jitterbug  wedding  to  be  held 
on  the  stage  and  the  first  elimination  of 
the  “Miss  Anderson”  contest  in  conjunction 
With  the  Dunes  Water  Sports  Carnival  to 
be  held  at  Michigan  City. 

Joe  Schilling,  operator  of  the  Auditorium, 
Lyric  and  Vaudette  theatres,  Connersville, 
has  announced  a big  midnight  show  fea- 
turing a “jitterbug”  revue. 

C.  R.  Jackson,  Indiana  representative  of 
the  Burch  Mfg.  Co.  of  Kansas  City,  manu- 
facturers of  popcorn  machines,  was  in  In- 
dianapolis for  a few  days  this  week  look- 
ing over  new  accounts. 

Merritt  Hummer,  ad  salesman  at  War- 
ner Bros.,  is  another  on  vacation  . . . Earl 
Bell,  operator  of  the  Hoivard  Theatre,  is 
commuting  this  summer  between  Manitou 
Lake  and  Indianapolis.  He  only  comes  to 
Filmrow  about  once  a week  to  set  his  pic- 
tures. 

Earl  Cunningham,  manager  of  the  Foun- 
tain Square  Theatre  here,  featured  Judy 
Allen,  17-year-old  singer  in  her  profes- 
sional debut,  in  conjunction  with  the  “Miss 
Indianapolis”  elimination  contests.  Cun- 
ningham discovered  Miss  Allen  several 
months  ago  and  since  that  time  she  has 
been  singing  on  Station  WIRE. 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Lobdell  of  the  local  United 
Artists  offiee  is  spending  her  vacation  in 
Detroit  and  Wmdsor,  Canada  . . . Mrs. 
Melba  Githens  of  United  Artists  will  re- 
turn soon  from  her  vacation  spent  in  the 
Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota  . . . Miss 
Dorothy  Wright,  cashier  at  RKO,  is  in  New 
York. 

The  local  branch  of  M-G-M  has  started 
sending  out  publicity  to  Indiana  theatre- 
men  announcing  the  $10,000  independent 
exhibitor  exploitation  contest. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


59 


A New  Illinois  Trucking 
Bill  Signed  by  Horner 

Chicago — Signed  by  Gov.  Henry  Horner 
was  the  new  Illinois  trucking  bill,  outlaw- 
ing industry  combinations  in  the  truck- 
ing field,  in  addition  to  doing  away  with 
Illinois  toll  bi’idges,  an  aid  to  the  film 
carriers  in  the  state. 

The  bill  transfers  jurisdiction  over  trucks 
from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission 
to  a new  board  to  be  appointed  by  the 
governor.  It  sets  up  various  classifications 
of  trucks  for  licensing  purposes  and  im- 
poses sweeping  regulation  on  their  opera- 
tion. 

Plan  New  House  to  Join 
Theatrical  Managers 

Muncie,  Ind. — Plans  are  being  drawn  for 
a new  900-seat  neighborhood  theatre  by 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Kitzelman,  to  be  constructed  at 
University  and  Martin  Sts.  Tlie  theatre 
will  be  leased  to  Leonard  S.  Sowar  and 
will  be  operated  in  conjunction  with  Thea- 
trical Managers,  Inc. 

The  house  will  be  pooled  with  other 
Theatrical  Managers’  houses  here,  includ- 
ing the  Rivoli,  Strand,  Wysor  Grand, 
Hoosier  and  Uptown. 

Foster  Norton  Is  Standard 
City  Manager,  Kenosha 

Kenosha,  Wis. — Foster  Norton  has  been 
named  city  manager  of  Standard  Theatres’ 
two  houses  here,  the  Kenosha  and  Vogue. 
Norton  formerly  managed  houses  in  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  and  Green  Bay,  Wis. 


Egyptian  Adds  Link 

Rosiclare,  III.  — Egyptian  Amusement 
Co.,  operating  a string  of  houses  in  the 
southern  Illinois  section  known  as  “Little 
Egypt,”  has  taken  over  the  200-seat  Cap- 
itol Theatre  here  from  Mrs.  W.  E.  Dimick. 
New  owners  have  ordered  new  equipment 
for  the  house  from  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis. 


Leases  Plymouth  House 

Plymouth,  Ind. — Stewart  Reese,  opera- 
tor of  the  Gem,  has  let  the  contract  on 
his  new  theatre  to  Charles  Badgley  of  Le- 
banon, Ind.  In  spite  of  the  delayed  start, 
an  early  November  opening  still  is  antici- 
pated. 


Expect  Erlanger  Change 

Chicago  — Reports  are  circulating  here 
that  the  Erlanger,  legit  theatre,  will  be- 
come another  one  of  the  loop’s  grind 
houses  before  fall. 


Chicago  Stage  Contests 
Face  Opposition 

Chicago — The  city  again  has  given 
summons  to  B&K's  State  Lake  Theatre 
for  the  jitterbug  contests  hearing  set 
for  August  15.  Also,  it  is  understood, 
”Dr.  I-Q”  is  an  object  of  investigation 
by  city  authorities. 


A Lounge  Visitor — 

Recently  in  New  York  was  E.  J.  Stutz 
of  the  Sonotone  Theatre  in  Chicago 
He  is  shown  here  relaxed  in  the  RKO 
Radio  exhibitor  World  Fair  lounge. 


RKO  Redeals  Stock 
To  Harry  Koplar 

St.  Louis — Announcement  that  Harry 
Koplar,  veteran  local  theatre  owner  and 
exhibitor,  and  associates  are  to  receive 
76,500  shares  of  new  RKO  stock  in  con- 
nection with  a claim  growing  out  of  their 
sales  of  the  St.  Louis  Theatre  in  1929,  again 
has  focused  attention  on  one  of  the  most 
interesting  film  figures  in  this  section. 

Koplar  and  his  fellow  stockholders  in  the 
old  Metropolitan  Theatres  Corp.,  which 
built  the  St.  Louis,  not  only  receive  new 
RKO  stock,  but  also  the  theatre.  Principal 
stockholders  in  the  Metropolitan  company, 
in  addition  to  Koplar,  are  his  brothers, 
Sam  and  Nat;  Emil  Strauss  and  the  David 
Sommers  estate. 

The  new  stock  is  to  be  issued  on  the 
basis  of  ten  shares  for  each  $100  in  claims. 
It  is  said  to  have  an  over-the-counter 
market  value  of  $4  per  share.  On  that 
basis,  the  76,500  shares  would  be  worth 
upwards  of  $306,000. 

Original  cost  of  the  St.  Louis  Theatre 
was  about  $1,500,000.  Its  sale  to  RKO  in- 
terests reputedly  involved  $1,600,000.  RKO 
is  said  to  have  paid  $100,000  in  cash  and 
to  have  given  a $600,000  first  mortgage 
on  the  Sommers  estate  and  a $900,000 
second  deed  of  trust  to  the  Metropolitan 
company  in  the  transaction. 

The  St.  Louisians  claim  was  allowed  be- 
cause of  a guaranty  by  Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum  Corp.  of  the  $900,000  second  mort- 
gage bond  issue  placed  on  the  theatre 
when  it  was  sold  to  RKO. 

After  RKO  went  into  receivership  in 
1933,  it  turned  back  the  theatre  to  its  orig- 
inal owners,  remaining  obligated  on  the 
mortgage  bonds.  At  that  time  $320,000  had 
been  paid  on  the  secm-ed  debt,  according  to 
Koplar. 

In  1934,  the  theatre,  seating  4,000  and 
the  second  largest  in  St.  Louis,  was  leased 


Superior  and  Mednikow  to 
Share  Office  Quarters 

Chicago — Superior  Pictures  has  moved 
exchange  quarters  here  from  the  old  Uni- 
versal Bldg,  to  1300  South  Wabash,  shar- 
ing quarters  with  Johnny  Mednikow. 

James  Jovaney,  exchange  owner,  says 
the  Superior  lineup  for  1939-40  will  in- 
clude 40  features,  in  addition  to  three 
roadshow  specials.  “Mutiny  of  the  Elsi- 
nore,” starring  Paul  Lukas,  will  be  one  of 
the  specials.  In  addition  there  will  be 
eight  Bob  Steeles,  six  Ken  Maynards,  one 
Gene  Austin  musical  western,  and  three 
series  of  action  dramas  and  melodramas. 
These  also  will  be  available  from  Superior’s 
Milwaukee,  Indianapolis  and  St.  Louis  ex- 
changes. 


Mednikow  Buys  Building 
At  1300  South  Wabash 

Chicago — Johnny  Mednikow  has  acquired 
the  building  at  1300-04  South  Wabash  and 
he  plans  to  remodel  the  structure  shortly. 
Plans  call  for  the  addition  of  two  store 
buildings  on  the  13th  St.  side. 

Ten  new  vaults  and  four  inspection 
rooms  will  be  added.  Cost  will  be  around 
$40,000.  The  building  is  expected  to  be 
ready  for  occupancy  November  1. 


Plug  Vallee's  Birthday 

Chicago  — B&K’s  publicity  department 
worked  overtime  in  giving  Rudy  Vallee 
a birthday  party  on  the  star’s  38th  birth- 
day anniversary  while  he  was  doing  a per- 
sonal turn  at  the  Chicago  Theatre.  Re- 
sult: Story  breaks  and  photos  in  every  one 
of  the  five  local  dailies. 


Kalvers  Dig  Well 

Decatur,  Ind. — I.  A.  and  Roy  Kalver,  op- 
erators of  the  Adams,  Cort  and  Madison 
theatres  here,  are  sinking  an  eight-inch 
well,  installing  a pump  capable  of  pumping 
7,500  gallons  of  water  per  minute  for  the 
new  cooling  system.  A new  RCA  sound 
system  also  will  be  installed. 


New  Amusement  Firm 

St.  Louis — Footlight  Attractions  Corp. 
has  been  formed  here  with  $5,000  capital 
to  erect,  own,  lease,  establish,  manage, 
maintain  and  operate  theatres  and  other 
places  of  entertainment  and  amusement. 
The  incorporators:  Alvin  Wolff,  I.  Hyatt 
and  B.  Rosen,  all  of  St.  Louis. 


Two  Minor  Fires 

Chicago — Two  small  theatre  fires  oc- 
curred on  Monday  with  little  damage. 
One  was  in  the  booth  at  the  Southtown 
Theatre,  the  other  on  the  marquee  of  the 
Woods. 


to  Grandel  Theatres  Co.,  of  which  Kop- 
lar, Strauss  and  the  Sommers  estate  are 
principal  stockholders.  Grandel  sub-leased 
the  house  to  Fanchon  & Marco.  It  is  now 
operated  by  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co., 
F&M  subsidiary. 
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''Clouds  Over  Europe"  Is 
Lauded  by  Film  Council 

Chicago  — “Highly  recommended”  is 
“Clouds  Over  Europe”  by  the  reviewing 
committee  of  the  Better  Films  Council  of 
Chicago  in  its  July  report. 

The  film  is  listed  in  the  adult  and 
young-adult  group  along  with  “Chasing 
Danger”  (20th-Fox) , “Maisie”  and  “So- 
ciety Lawyer”  (M-G-M),  “Panama  Lady” 
(RKO),  “Panama  Patrol”  (GN),  and 
“Stolen  Life”  (Para) . 

Family  rating  goes  to  “Man  About  Town” 
(Para),  “Second  Fiddle”  and  “Susannah 
of  the  Mounties”  (20th-Fox),  and  “Torchy 
Runs  for  Mayor”  (WB) . 

Adult  listing  goes  to  “The  Kid  From 
Kokomo”  (FN) , “Within  the  Law”  (M- 
G-M) , “You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder” 
(FN) , and  “Orage,”  French  production. 


Settos  Circuit  EHects 
Managerial  Transfers 

Indianapolis — Settos  Theatre  circuit,  due 
to  recent  expansion,  has  annoimced  the 
promotion  and  transfer  of  several  mana- 
gers. 

Phillip  Davidson,  former  manager  of  the 
Grove  Theatre,  Beech  Grove,  Ind.,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  newly  acquired 
Irving  Theatre,  Indianapolis.  Richard  Nie- 
man,  assistant  manager  of  the  Ohio  in 
Indianapolis,  has  been  promoted  to  the 
helm  of  the  Grove  Theatre.  Harold  Flem- 
ing has  taken  over  Nieman’s  former  posi- 
tion of  assistant  manager  at  the  Ohio. 


Elman  and  Hotel  Crillon 
Teams  in  Tilt  for  First 

Chicago — The  Henri  Elman  and  Hotel 
Crillon  teams  will  fight  it  out  for  first 
place  in  the  Filmrow  Softball  League  next 
Monday  night  when  they  meet  on  one  of 
the  Grant  Park  diamonds. 

Each  won  their  last  two  games,  the  El- 
mans winning  from  Photoplay,  14  to  6, 
and  20th  Century-Fox,  7 to  4.  Likewise, 
the  Crillon  gang  defeated  20th  Century- 
Fox,  15  to  8,  and  Photoplay,  21  to  7.  The 
Photoplay-20th  Century-Fox  game  was 
called  off  on  account  of  darkness. 


Held  in  Slaying 

St.  Louis — Twelve  Negro  boys  are  being 
held  in  the  slaying  of  A1  Woodward,  a 
“bouncer”  for  Barnett  Brothers’  Circus, 
who  was  stoned  to  death.  Five  were 
charged  with  manslaughter  in  temporary 
warrants  issued  by  the  circuit  attorney’s 
office,  while  the  others  were  turned  over  to 
juvenile  court  authorities. 


New  Armentrout  Unit 

Pittsfield,  III. — Clark  Armentrout,  own- 
er of  the  Clark  Theatre,  has  announced 
plans  for  construction  of  a new  theatre 
here.  The  house  will  seat  300.  Armen- 
trout operates  houses  in  Louisiana  and 
Shelbina,  Mo.,  and  Barry,  111. 


gMILE  MONTEMURRO,  Movietone  News 
bureau  head,  had  a close  call  with  that 
four-lense  camera  of  his,  when  his  car  was 
opened  by  burglars  and  the  camera,  worth 
$6,000,  stolen.  However,  it  was  foimd  later 
in  a nearby  parking  lot,  imdamaged.  The 
thieves  kept  a small  hand  camera. 

Henri  Elman  is  on  the  west  coast,  con- 
ferring on  next  season’s  product  at  the 
Monogram  studios  . . . Alexander  Prevue 
Films  will  he  located  in  the  old  Capitol- 
Monogram  Bldg.,  839-843  South  Wabash, 
shortly  . . . Jimmy  Asher,  son  of  the  late 
Chicago  theatre  pioneer,  Nate  Asher,  has 
been  moved  up  from  the  billing  department 
at  the  Warner  exchange,  to  be  secretary 
and  assistant  to  Sam  Clark,  exploiteer. 

Lou  Abramson  and  the  missus  are  va- 
cationing at  Lake  Wawasee,  Ind.  . . . 
We  can’t  help  repeating  what  Susan  Hay- 
ward, Paramount  starlet,  said  when  she 
left  the  press  luncheon  at  the  Drake:  “Yes, 
Jimmy  Savage  was  the  first  man  I met 
in  Chicago”  . . . Bill  Hollander,  B&K  press 
chief,  is  working  under  a heavy  strain 
these  days.  He’s  soon  to  become  a grand- 
pappy. 

Sam  Clark,  Warner  exploiteer,  and  his 
wife  are  vacationing  in  the  west.  They’re 
visiting  the  studios  and  the  Fair  . . . Bob 
Montgomery,  Essaness  publicist,  couldn’t 
keep  away  from  theatre-thoughts  even 
while  vacationmg  in  the  deep  wilds  of  On- 
tario, Canada.  Writing  from  Quintland. 
Callander,  Ont.,  post-carded  us:  “.  . . 
trying  to  arrange  for  an  ‘in  person,’  but 
they  seem  to  be  doing  all  right  on  the 
home  grounds  . . .” 

Bennett  (Duke)  Shumow,  son  of  the 
M-G-M  city  sales  manager,  has  returned 
from  a visit  with  Gibby  Courshon,  ex- 
hibitor, at  Neenah,  Wis.  . . . Kitty  Hand- 
maker,  in  the  20th  Century-Fox  billing 
department,  is  the  newest  victim  of  Cupid 
on  Filmrow.  She  has  announced  her  en- 
gagement . . . A.  C.  Binenfeld,  Essaness 
Sheridan  manager,  is  vacationing  in  Mich- 
igan City  . . . Jim  Booth,  Essaness  booker, 
is  pinch-hitting  for  Ed  Nikodem  at  the 
Woods  while  he  is  vacationing  . . . Inci- 
dentally, Harry  Brown,  Vogue  manager,  has 
just  acquired  a new  wife  and  a new  car 
(both  firsts),  and  is  driving  about  the 
eastern  states  on  his  vacation  with  both. 

Gilbert  Helmke  is  the  new  manager  of 
the  Rio  Theatre,  Chicago  Heights.  He  was 
formerly  manager  of  the  Great  States’  Rex, 
Chicago  Heights,  which  recently  closed 
. . . Si  Griever  has  added  another  theatre, 
the  Don,  at  Downer’s  Grove. 

Margie  Levin,  wife  of  the  20th  Century- 
Fox  screening  room  operator,  was  one  of 
the  few  we  could  find  who  was  on  the 
Futurity  winner  at  Arlington  Park  last 
week  . . . George  Schaefer,  RKO  president, 
Ned  Depinet,  together  with  Walter  Bran- 
son and  Jack  Osserman,  who  were  at  the 
track,  just  missed  betting  the  winner, 
while  Ben  Kalmenson,  Warner  Pictures 
western  district  manager,  was  around  tell- 
ing everyone  on  Monday  about  how  “a 
friend  told  me  the  winner,  but  I didn’t  be- 
lieve him.” 

Harry  Asher,  word  comes  to  us,  is  now 


assistant  manager  to  Dave  Dubin,  of  the 
Grand  Central  Station  Newsreel  Theatre 
in  New  York. 

Jim  Jovaney  of  Superior  Pictures  is  va- 
cationing in  Hollywood,  and  incidentally, 
taking  a look  at  some  of  his  1939-40  prod- 
uct . . . 'Tippy  Harrison  is  spending  a few 
days  at  Eagle  River,  Wis.  . . . Howard  De- 
Tamble,  20th  Century-Fox  booker,  is  back 
from  the  coast,  where  he  spent  his  vaca- 
tion, raving  about  the  1939-40  product  the 
company  will  offer,  especially  those  two 
scenes  he  saw  in  shooting  stages  out  there. 

Frank  Ishmael,  M-G-M  city  salesman, 
has  received  word  that  his  son,  Frank  P. 
Ishmael  jr.,  has  been  selected  as  one  of 
the  men  from  the  U.  S.  War  Department, 
to  accompany  Commander  Richard  E.  Byrd 
on  his  trip  to  the  South  Pole  this  winter. 
The  trip  will  take  two  years. 

Vance  Schwartz  and  Howard  Lubliner 
have  been  named  local  distributors  for 
Quality  Premium  of  Philadelphia.  Their 
office  will  be  in  the  Exhibitors’  Bldg. 

Ami  Hausman  Rubin,  formerly  “hello” 
girl  at  Allied,  is  filling  in  at  a temporary 
post  at  20th  Century-Fox. 

Christ  Otto,  Henry  Porter,  and  Jack 
Bloom  (not  Katz),  let  it  be  known  this 
week  that  the  picnic  next  Sunday  of  the 
Photoplay-Film  Carriers’  employes  is  an 
open  house  affair  to  everyone  on  Filmrow. 
There  will  be  refreshments,  dancing,  music, 
races  and  prizes.  The  picnic  will  be  held 
at  Thirty-first  and  Mannheim  Road. 

Earl  Kurtz,  formerly  head  of  the  Artists’ 
Bureau,  Inc.,  here,  has  gone  to  the  west 
coast,  to  take  a post  with  Republic  Pic- 
tures, under  Moe  Siegel.  He  retains  his 
interest  in  the  local  agency. 

Harry  Odendhal,  manager  of  the  B&K 
Congress  Theatre,  is  combining  his  vaca- 
tion and  honeymoon.  Harry  was  married 
last  Saturday  to  Miss  Virginia  Prender- 
gast.  They  are  spending  a three-week 
honeymoon  touring  the  west,  including  the 
San  Francisco  Fair. 
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Can 't  Stop  Gifts,  Wehrenberg; 
Can  Stop  Them,  Says  Arthur 


St.  Louts — The  pro  and  con  battle  over 
premiums  in  this  “giveaway  town”  has 
evoked  charges  and  counter-charges  from 
embattled  independents  and  circuits  alike. 
Two  viewpoints  here  are  expresesd,  that  of 


Says  Fred  Wehrenberg — 

It  is  impossible  for  the  independently 
owned  motion  picture  theatres  of  St.  Louis 
County  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  Fanchon 
& Marco  interests  in  eliminating  merchan- 
dise giveaways,  Fred  Wehrenberg,  presi- 
dent of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  Eastern 
Missouri  and  Southern  Illinois,  declared  in 
discussing  the  giveaway  situation  in  this 
vicinity. 

“There  hasn’t  been  any  change  in  the 
giveaway  situation  recently  and  there  can 
be  none  in  the  immediate  future,”  Weh- 
renberg declared. 

“Overlapping  contracts  for  premiums  of 
various  kinds  and  too  many  sluff  pictures 
make  it  impossible  at  this  time  for  other 
motion  picture  men  in  this  section  to  fol- 
low the  lead  of  the  Fanchon  & Marco 
houses,  including  the  St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment Co.  chain,  in  the  elimination  of 
merchandise  giveaways. 

“While  some  of  the  other  exhibitors  have 
complained  that  after  the  Fanchon  & 
Marco  houses  eliminated  the  giveaways 
they  cut  their  prices,  the  real  drawback 
to  the  complete  elimination  of  merchan- 
dise gifts  is  that  all  of  the  contracts  for 
premiums  do  not  expire  at  the  same  time. 

“Usually  the  contracts  made  with  the 
premium  houses  run  from  20  to  30  to  40 
weeks.  The  result  is  that  when  one  of  the 
exhibitors’  gift  contract  expires  he  finds 
that  his  chief  competitors  in  the  same 
neighborhood  continue  to  give  away  some- 
thing, glasses,  dishes,  spoons,  dresserware 
and  the  like.  So  instead  of  waiting  until 
competitors’  gift  contract  also  rrms  out  he 
immediately  lines  up  something  else  to 
give  away. 

“Another  decided  factor  against  the 
elimination  of  giveaways  is  the  number  of 
sluff  or  crow  pictures  the  industry  un- 
loads on  the  exhibitors.  Many  of  the  pic- 
tures he  must  play  are  such  poor  boxoffice 
draws  they  need  some  kind  of  a shot-in- 
the-arm  to  get  the  cash  customers  into  the 
house. 

“In  most  of  our  houses  (the  11  theatres 
in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  county,  that  are 
part  of  the  Wehrenberg  circuit)  we  have 
reduced  giveaways  to  one  night  in  the  week. 
Usually  on  Friday,  which  is  Family  Night. 

“At  various  of  our  meetings  the  exhibi- 
tors of  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  county  have 
discussed  the  possibility  and  desirability  of 
eliminating  merchandise  giveaways.  Prac- 
tically all  have  agreed  that  they  would  be 
much  better  off  if  they  could  eliminate 
gifts  entirely  and  operate  on  a strictly 
cash  basis.  But  the  two  handicaps  that 
have  always  come  up  were  the  over-lap- 
ping premium  contracts  and  the  lack  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  real  boxoffice  pic- 
tures to  keep  the  cash  customers  coming 
to  the  shows  in  profitable  numbers  with- 
out a come-along  in  the  form  of  a gift 


Fred  Wehrenberg,  president  of  the  MPTO 
of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Missouri  and  South- 
ern Illinois,  and  the  reply  by  Harry  C. 
Arthur,  chief  of  the  Fanchon-Marco  in- 
terests here.  The  viewpoints: 


Says  Harry  C.  Arthur — 

“It  is  not  impossible  for  the  indepen- 
dently owned  motion  picture  theatres  of 
St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  county  to  follow 
the  lead  oi  the  Fanchon  & Marco  houses 
in  eiiminatmg  merchandise  giveaways, 
such  a nappy  result  could  be  accomplished 
almost  over  night  if  Fred  Wenrenberg 
wouia  omy  take  the  lead  in  that  direction. 
He  IS  tne  key  to  the  entire  situation.” 

That  was  the  comment  of  Harry  C. 
Arthur  jr.,  chief  executive  for  the  Fanchon 
61  Marco  interests  m St.  Louis  when  asked 
to  express  his  views  regardmg  the  possi- 
bilities OI  all  St.  Louis  theatres  operating 
on  a strictly  cash  basis  in  their  relations 
with  the  patrons  who  occupy  theatre  seats. 

"Wenrenberg  need  not  worry  about  over- 
lapping premium  contracts  stopping  mer- 
chanaise  giveaways  in  this  section,”  Arthur 
contmuea.  “Fred  evidently  doesn’t  know 
nis  own  strength  among  his  fellow  ex- 
hibitors. With  perhaps  only  a few  obscui’e 
neighborhood  houses  that  really  don’t  count 
excepted,  practically  every  independent 
theatre  in  St.  Louis  district  would  quickly 
lollow  Wehrenberg’s  lead  if  he  should  de- 
cide to  quit  giving  away  merchandise, 
inercnants  coupons  and  other  gift  arrange- 
ments and  charge  everyone  the  set  cash 
price  for  each  of  his  houses  at  all  times. 
Even  Clarence  Kaimann  would  follow 
Wehrenberg  in  that  respect.  For  Clarence 
is  for  anything  Fred  wants  if  it  doesn’t 
cost  him  money.  He  didn’t  go  along  with 
the  Movie  Quiz  Contest  last  year  because 
it  meant  so  much  per  seat. 

“About  a year  ago  Wehrenberg  issued 


of  some  sort.” 

Wehrenberg’s  houses,  which  include  the 
Melba,  Cinderella,  Michigan,  Virginia, 
Apollo  and  Melvin  in  St.  Louis  and  the 
Savoy,  Studio,  Normandy,  Lemay  and 
Southway,  are  one  of  the  two  big  chains 
here  that  use  merchandise  giveaways  and 
have  done  so  for  years.  The  other  big 
circuit  using  gifts,  and  playing  them  promi- 
nently in  their  ads  from  time  to  time, 
are  the  houses  in  the  Kaimann  circuit, 
billed  as  “The  Show  Places  of  North  St. 
Louis.”  'Tliese  houses  include  the  O’Fal- 
lon, Baden,  Ashland,  Pauline,  Bremen, 
Salisbury,  Robin,  Queens,  Lee,  Janet,  Cir- 
cle, Lowell  and  Bridge. 

Tire  possibility  of  the  value  of  mer- 
chandise gifts  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  fixing  the  price  classification  of 
houses  for  protection  purposes  was  brought 
up  in  the  discussion  with  Wehrenberg. 
His  answer  was  that  the  independent  the- 
atres would  oppose  any  change  in  the  pres- 
ent clearance  situation. 

With  the  buying  season  just  getting  un- 
der way  in  this  sector  the  matter  of  clear- 
ance and  protection  has  not  reached  the 
point  of  final  determination. 


a statement  advising  the  members  of  the 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Missouri  and 
Southern  Illinois  against  cutting  admis- 
sion rates  and  playing  up  merchandise 
giveaways,  games  of  chance  and  other  box- 
office  hipos.  He  said  that  the  best  way 
for  motion  picture  theatre  owners  to  at- 
tract cash  customers  was  to  modernize  their 
houses,  provide  comfortable  seats,  good 
sound  equipment  and  attractive  programs. 
Perhaps  he  didn’t  realize  the  soundness 
of  the  advice  he  was  giving  out. 

F<SM  an  Illustration 

“Although  the  Fanchon  & Marco  houses 
are  not  members  of  Fred’s  organization  we 
were  the  only  ones  to  follow  his  advice. 
We  have  spent  considerable  money  in  re- 
modeling our  houses.  The  Union  Theatre 
job  was  a fine  example  of  what  really  can 
be  accomplished  in  that  direction.  Simi- 
lar programs  are  now  in  progress  at  the 
Mikado  and  the  Pageant.  Improvements 
at  other  houses  are  to  follow.  We  elimi- 
nated merchandise  giveaways.  Modernized 
our  houses.  Gave  the  patrons  comfortable 
seats  and  the  best  shows  at  fixed  cash 
prices. 

“We  have  no  regrets.  Wehrenberg’s  ad- 
vice brought  us  money.  Tlirough  the  elimi- 
nation of  merchandise  giveaways  the  St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.  houses  have  increased 
their  net  profits  the  cost  of  the  merchan- 
dise we  would  have  given  away  but  did  not. 

“Our  experience  dming  the  past  year 
has  conclusively  demonstrated  that  in  any 
given  neighborhood  the  residents  have  just 
so  much  to  spend  on  motion  picture  en- 
tertainment each  week.  Perhaps  free  gifts 
may  increase  the  attendance  on  the  gift 
night  but  at  the  end  of  the  week  or  the 
month  the  total  attendance  is  not  greater 
than  it  would  have  been  if  there  hadn’t 
been  any  gifts  on  any  night. 

“Some  of  om-  managers  have  thought  the 
elimination  of  merchandise  gifts  was  hurt- 
ing their  totals.  They  would  see  crowds 
going  into  a rival  house  on  a giveaway 
night  but  they  didn’t  check  on  other  nights 
when  the  cash  customers  were  much  fewer. 
But  as  the  months  rolled  by  and  they 
checked  against  the  experience  of  similar 
periods  when  they  did  give  something  to 
entice  cash  customers  they  awakened  to 
the  fact  that  they  were  still  getting  the 
same  cash  customers  without  a piece  of 
chinaware,  a dresser  set  or  a silver  spoon. 

“We  are  primarily  in  the  business  of 
merchandising  motion  pictures.  The  busi- 
ness is  big  enough  to  operate  on  a cash 
basis  without  acting  as  a cut-rate  outlet 
for  merchandise  that  brings  us  into  unfair 
competition  with  merchants  in  other  lines 
of  trade.” 

Arthur  complained  that  Wehrenberg  has 
an  arrangement  with  merchants  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Savoy  Theatre  in  Ferguson, 
Mo.,  and  the  Virginia  Theatre  at  Virginia, 
in  South  St.  Louis,  under  which  patrons 
who  obtain  coupons  from  the  merchants 
can  obtain  a 10-cent  reduction  in  their 
theatre  admission  price.  He  said  that  in 
the  case  of  the  Virginia  Theatre  this  dis- 
count reduces  the  net  admission  rate  of 
that  house  for  those  customers  to  only  15 
cents,  the  same  price  charged  by  the  Mel- 
vin Theatre,  which  runs  14  days  behind 
the  Virginia  and  the  Dakota,  which  must 
follow  14  days  behind  the  Melvin.  Arthur 
said  he  learned  of  this  arrangement  at  the 
Virginia  when  the  Fanchon  & Marco  in- 
terests took  over  the  Dakota  Theatre  which 
formerly  was  part  of  the  Greenman  The- 
atres circuit. 
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pRED  WEHRENBERG  has  returned  from 

a two-week  vacation  with  his  family 
at  Detroit  Lakes,  Minn.  He  enjoyed  some 
fishing  while  away  . . . C.  O.  Womser  has 
been  doing  the  World’s  Fair  in  New  York. 

Nicholas  Bakewell,  19,  so-ii  of  Edtoard  L. 
Bakewell,  realtor  of  Village,  St.  Louis  coun- 
ty, is  homeward-bound  after  living  three 
days  on  a motion  picture  lot  without  knowl- 
edge or  permission  of  the  studio.  The  story 
is  that  Bakewell  walked  through  the  gate 
at  20th  Century-Fox  studio  with  a group 
of  “extras,”  casually  watched  the  shoot- 
ing of  several  pictures,  ate  meals  at  the 
studio  coffee  shop,  and  slept  in  a barber 
chair  in  a store  room. 

All  of  the  favorites  at  the  St.  Louis  Zoo 
appear  in  a motion  picture  made  by  Rathe 
soon  to  be  released.  A preview  of  the  film 
was  held  for  members  of  the  Zoological 
Board  of  Control.  Two  “big  shots”  in 
the  film,  Jackie,  the  playful  gorilla,  and 
his  mate,  have  died  within  the  past  few 
days  of  a monkey  disease. 

The  first  county  fair  held  in  Belleville, 
III.,  for  many  years  opened  August  1 arid 
continued  through  August  5. 

Thomas  J.  Ward,  79,  veteran  employe 
of  the  internal  revenue  department  and 
father  of  John  J.  Ward,  production  busi- 
ness manager  of  the  St.  Louis  Municipal 
Opera,  is  in  St.  John’s  Hospital  with  a 
fractured  left  shoulder,  suffered  in  a fall 
at  his  home. 

C.  D.  Hill,  Columbia  exchange  manager, 
spent  several  days  in  the  territory  . . . 
Along  the  Row  were:  Ralph  Widney, 
Mount  Sterling,  III.;  Bill  Hoffman,  Arthur, 
III.;  Noah  Bloomer,  Belleville,  III.;  W, 
Stone,  Columbia,  Mo.,  and  Mrs.  Georgiana 
Pitner,  Fairfield,  III. 

The  new  Uptown  in  Fairfield,  111.,  will 
be  opened  early  in  September  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Pitner  . . . Jack  Harris  is  now 
booking  for  the  State,  Alton,  and  the  new 
house  in  Hull,  111.  . . . Ray  Colvin,  head 
of  Exhibitor  Supply  Co.,  and  his  wife, 
sister-in-law  and  other  members  of  the 
family  took  in  the  World’s  Fair  while  in 
New  York  . . . 'The  new  Clark,  Barry,  111., 
was  to  open  August  4 . . . John  Marlowe 
was  here  buying  equipment  at  National 
Theatre  Supply  for  his  new  theatre  at 
Herrin,  111. 

Leslie  Mace  and  his  wife  are  vacationing 
in  Old  Mexico  for  three  weeks.  He’s  with 
NTS  here  . . . Harry  Hoff  of  the  same  com- 
pany is  spending  his  time  off  at  the  home 
town  in  Arkansas — Bella  Vista  . . . Sol 
Goldfarb  is  adding  20  feet  to  the  length 
of  the  Ritz,  East  Alton,  III.  He’s  also 
sinking  a well  for  a new  cooling  system 
. . . Dave  Komm  of  the  Avenue  Theatre, 
East  St.  Louis,  has  left  Jewish  Hospital 
and  is  now  convalescing  at  home  from  a 
recent  illness. 


Garnet  Adapts  Original 

Hollywood — Ken  Garnet  has  been  as- 
signed to  adapt  his  own  original,  “Granny, 
Get  Your  Gun,”  for  Warner.  May  Robson, 
Humphrey  Bogart  and  Jane  Bryan  will  be 
featured. 


Depositions  Delayed 
In  Ford  Suit 

Chicago — Judge  Michael  Igoe  has 
ruled  in  federal  court  that,  pending  re- 
turn to  the  case  of  Judge  James  Wil- 
kerson,  depositions  in  the  Frank  Ford 
anti-trust  suit  can  be  taken  only  from 
Sam  Myers.  Myers  is  a co-defendant 
with  B&K  and  major  distributors  in 
Ford's  suit  on  clearance  and  charges  of 
monopolistic  practices. 

Igoe's  decision  will  forestall  the  tak- 
ing of  depositions  from  all  major  com- 
pany branch  managers  here  and  El- 
mer Upton,  B<SK  comptroller. 

The  Myers'  deposition  was  expected 
to  be  taken  by  Louis  Jacobson,  attorney 
for  Ford,  sometime  this  week. 


R.  ZIMMER,  manager  of  the  Fox- 
Lincoln  Theatre,  has  returned  from  an 
extensive  motor  vacation  trip  with  his 
family  to  California  and  other  points  west. 

Dave  Jones,  advertising  manager  of  Ker- 
asotes  Brothers  theatres,  is  spending  his 
vacation  with  his  wife  in  the  north  woods 
of  Minnesota. 

Kerasotes  Brothers  have  taken  over  the 
Lory  Theatre  at  Highland,  111.,  adding  to 
their  growing  string  of  theatres  in  central 
Illinois.  Bernie  Palmer,  manager  of  Kera- 
sotes’ “Modernistic”  Theatre  at  Onarga, 
has  been  appointed  new  manager  at  High- 
land. Bill  Kilgore  manages  at  the  Onarga 
theatre. 


Events  for  Pappes 

Peru,  Ind. — Taki  Pappes,  manager  of  the 
Wallace  Tlieatre,  recently  became  the 
proud  father  of  a girl.  Just  about  a week 
later,  another  prize  package  arrived  labeled 
mumps,  which  confined  Pappes  to  his  home 
and  bed.  He  is  back  on  the  job  again 
after  all  these  eventful  happenings. 


"Dr,  I,  Q."  Moves  Aug,  21 

Chicago — The  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  program,  oper- 
ating at  present  at  the  Chicago  Theatre 
on  a Cook  county  court  injunction,  closes 
its  run  here  August  21,  and  moves  the 
following  Monday  to  the  Stanley,  Pitts- 
burgh. 


Fire  Destroys  House 

Dexter,  Mo. — A fire  of  undetermined 
origin  destroyed  the  400-seat  theatre  op- 
erated here  by  C.  W.  Gordon  of  Bloom- 
field, Mo.  The  house  opened  in  April. 


Plans  September  Opening 

Redbud,  III. — A September  1 opening  is 
planned  for  the  new  Red  Bud  Theatre 
which  C.  T.  Dusinberre  is  building  here. 
Dusinberre  is  a former  RCA  sound  en- 
gineer. 


Fire  Destroys  Grandstand 

Caruthersville,  Mo. — The  grandstand  of 
the  American  Legion  Park  here  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 


MMILWAIUKIIEIIE 

"QOODBYE’  MR.  CHIPS,”  after  three 
weeks  at  Fox’s  Palace,  has  been  shift- 
ed to  the  circuit’s  Strand  for  a fourth  week 
. . . Susan  Hayward,  Paramount  player, 
stopped  off  here  with  her  mother  en  route 
to  New  York  for  the  premiere  of  “Beau 
Geste,”  in  which  she  plays  a part.  The 
flicker  was  given  a preview  at  the  Varsity 
here  for  exhibitors  and  newspaper  men. 
Terry  De  Lapp,  chief  of  Paramount’s  stu- 
dio publicity,  accompanied  Miss  Hayward. 

“Meet  Missus  Janesville,”  special  show 
aired  every  Thursday  afternoon  from  the 
stage  of  the  Myers  in  Janesville  and  spon- 
sored by  a group  of  local  grocers,  has 
been  renewed  for  another  26  weeks. 

A large  tractor  and  trailer  drawing 
alongside  the  curb  struck  and  damaged 
the  marquee  of  the  Palace  in  Wisconsin 
Rapids. 

Dick  Pritchard,  local  theatrical  agent, 
filed  a voluntary  petition  in  bankruptcy 
listing  liabilities  of  $4,345  and  assets  of 
$400,  with  $200  exempt. 

The  Mode,  new  500-seat  theatre  at  Osh- 
kosh, was  opened  July  28  by  the  K&H 
Amusement  Co.,  principals  of  which  are 
Albert  Kuehn  and  Dr.  H.  J.  Haubrick. 

E.  R.  Brennan,  formerly  manager  of 
Standard  Theatres’  Orpheum  in  Green 
Bay,  has  been  named  manager  of  the  cir- 
cuit’s Kenosha  in  Kenosha,  succeeding 
Foster  Norton,  who  has  been  transferred 
to  the  circuit’s  Strand  in  Oshkosh. 

Pfister  Hotel  here  plugs  the  silent  flick- 
ers shown  in  its  tap  room  on  its  canopy. 
Current  attraction  is  “Cohens  and  Kellys 
in  Africa.” 

Tommy  Tucker,  Hollywood  sound  effect 
man,  was  the  attraction  at  the  annual  pic- 
nic of  the  Milwaukee  Retail  Furniture 
Dealers’  Ass’n. 


Story  Book  Style 


Indianapolis — Betty  McNew,  secretary  to 
G.  L.  Heinrich,  office  manager  at  Indian- 
apolis RKO  branch,  is,  in  a few  weeks 
in  film  business,  having  a very  exciting 
career. 

After  being  hired  by  Heinrich  a few 
short  weeks  ago  as  his  secretary,  at  the 
instigation  of  her  friends  she  entered  the 
“Miss  Indiana”  contest  and  was  selected 
to  represent  New  Castle  in  the  local  elimi- 
nation contest  held  by  Theatrical  Mana- 
gers Circuit  at  the  Castle  Theatre. 

Miss  McNew  was  awarded  her  top  place 
ribbon  by  Mayor  Bufkin  of  New  Castle  and 
the  theatre  was  packed  for  the  contest. 

Prizes  won  by  Miss  New  Castle  included 
a wrist  watch,  a formal  dress,  a bathing 
suit  and  a year’s  ticket  to  the  Castle 
Theatre  and  flowers.  Miss  McNew,  with 
her  mother  as  chaperon,  will  be  taken 
to  Michigan  City  in  a new  Dodge  coupe 
furnished  by  a local  dealer  and  will  com- 
pete in  the  “Miss  Indiana”  contest  there 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Dunes  Water 
Sports  Carnival. 
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FOBHifliion  ByBEiiy 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted. 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


MT517  Air  filters 

ADVERTISING  MTSIS  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 

MTS  19  Cooling  coils 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxofflce 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MTS 4 4 Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MTS 60  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MTS 62  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT563  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
M'r585  Fire  ex'tinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT58D  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  I.')isseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT()53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MTG56  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT6G1  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MTGG6  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MTGG8  Photo-electric  cells 

MT6G9  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MTG71  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  8-5-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT59o  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  Incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  typo 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changpers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG8G  lighting,  stage 
MTG87  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vlterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxofflce 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Minnesota  Chain  Launching 
"A  Greatest  Movie  Season” 


Delay  in  Exhibitor 
Buying  Reported 

Kansas  City — Film  salesmen  here  report 
sales  to  exhibitors  lagging  behind  those  of 
a year  ago,  but  reports  indicate  that  the 
lagging  isn’t  as  far  behind  as  it  is  in  some 
other  sections.  The  same  reason  is  as- 
signed as  is  being  given  elsewhere:  that  is, 
that  exhibitors  are  “waiting”  until  the 
code  goes  into  effect. 

The  great  mystery  here  seems  to  be  as 
to  who  is  going  to  give  the  signal  for 
starting  the  arbitration  boards?  Exhibitors 
are  waiting,  but  no  one  seems  to  know 
who  is  going  to  get  them  under  way. 

One  film  man  pointed  out  that  while 
sales  had  been  off  from  a year  ago  sub- 
stantially up  to  two  weeks  ago,  during  the 
last  fortnight  selling  had  picked  up  notice- 
ably, and  that  his  own  company  had  taken 
up  the  slack  between  the  season  this  year 
so  far  and  that  of  a year  ago.  Today  sales 
are  running  along  even  with  1938. 

Another  film  man  disclosed  that  sales 
were  well  ahead  until  a few  weeks  ago 
when  they  dropped  behind  a little.  They 
now  are  almost  even  with  1938. 

However,  other  exchanges  report  that 
their  experiences  reflect  the  national  pic- 
ture, though  sales  perhaps  are  not  so  far 
behind  as  in  some  sections. 


Breach  of  Contract  Suit 
Is  Filed  Against  UA 

Kansas  City — A breach  of  contract  suit 
for  an  amount  over  $2,500  has  been  filed 
in  the  circuit  court  at  Trenton,  Mo.,  by 
G.  J.  Spencer,  who  operates  the  Ritz  there, 
against  United  Artists.  The  Spencer  peti- 
tion is  returnable  at  the  November  term 
of  the  court,  when  United  Artists’  answer 
is  due. 


Doty  and  Stern  Elected 
Variety  Club  Directors 

Omaha — Leo  Doty,  United  Artists  office 
manager,  and  Meyer  Stern  of  Capitol  Pic- 
tures have  been  elected  to  the  board  of 
directors  of  Omaha  Variety  Club.  They 
succeed  Roy  Palmquist  of  Universal  and 
Earle  Perkins  of  Warner,  transferred  to 
Kansas  City  and  Minneapolis. 


Police  Search  for  Lutes 

St.  Paul — Police  here  are  searching  for 
Randall  Lutes,  assistant  manager  of  Ben- 
nie Berger’s  World  Theatre,  who  failed  to 
report  for  work  and  then  dropped  out  of 
sight.  S.  J.  Goldberg,  manager,  informed 
police  that  $300  was  missing  from  the  of- 
fice safe. 


UA-Central  Pacts 

Omaha — The  local  United  Artists  Ex- 
change, headed  by  Don  V.  McLucas,  has 
signed  contracts  with  Central  States  Thea- 
tres of  Des  Moines  for  1939-40  product  in 
33  situations  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 


Minnesota  Operators 
Feeling  Optimistic 

Minneapolis — Local  interests  operating 
the  4,000-seat  Minnesota  Theatre  are  high- 
ly encouraged  and  optimistic  as  the  result 
of  the  initial  fortnight’s  boxoffice  accom- 
plishments. Gordon  Greene,  managing  di- 
rector, claims  that,  under  the  setup  now 
in  vogue,  each  of  the  two  weeks  netted 
a substantial  profit. 

'The  theatre’s  sponsors  are  especially 
pleased  because  of  the  favorable  audience 
reaction  to  the  independent  screen  product 
to  which  the  house  now  is  limited.  The 
first  offering  was  Monogram’s  “Sidewalks 
of  New  York”  and  the  second  Republic’s 
“Woman  Doctor.”  Patrons’  comment  on 
each  of  these  films  was  highly  favorable, 
according  to  Greene. 

Gamble  on  Profits 

Under  the  present  operating  plan,  ground 
and  building  rent  and  taxes  and  Greene’s 
salary — all  of  them  substantial  amounts — 
are  not  charged  as  part  of  the  “nut.”  In 
order  to  get  the  huge  de  luxe  theatre  re- 
opened, fee  and  building  owners  agreed  to 
forego  rent  and  taxes  and  to  take  their 
gamble  on  a share  of  the  operating  profits 
to  cover  these  items.  Greene  is  employed 
by  the  Shubert  corporation,  owned  by  the 
Benz  Bros.,  millionaire  realtors,  who  are 
operating  the  theatre  for  the  owners.  His 
salary,  paid  by  them,  is  a partial  offset 
to  the  sacrifice  of  rent  and  taxes. 

For  the  extremely  low  admission  prices 
of  15  cents  to  1 p.  m.  and  30  cents  there- 
after, Minnesota  is  presenting  biggest  sort 
of  show,  including  feature  photoplay  and 
shorts,  a stage  show  comprising  four  to 
five  vaudeville  acts,  dancing  by  a line  of 
12  girls  and  a house  master  of  cere- 
monies, music  by  an  18-piece  orchestra 
and  organ  and  one  to  two  singers.  It’s 
being  acclaimed  considerable  of  an  enter- 
tainment bargain. 

Those  in  the  know  declare  that  if  the 
house  can  consistently  average  a gross  of 
from  $7,000  to  $8,000  a week  its  success 
is  assured.  In  both  of  its  first  two  weeks, 
according  to  Greene,  it  went  well  above 
those  figures. 

Regardless  of  its  ultimate  fate,  the  the- 
atre, adding  4,000  seats  to  the  loop,  pro- 
vides tough  opposition  for  the  city’s  other 
showhouses.  Playing  to  from  30.000  to  50,- 
000  people  a week,  it  necessarily  will  di- 
vert much  of  its  patronage  from  other 
houses,  the  trade  points  out. 


Baers  Add  the  Leb 

Cloquet,  Minn. — The  Baer  Bros.,  inde- 
pendent circuit  operators,  have  acauired 
the  Leb  Theatre  here  from  W.  M.  Miller. 
They  also  operate  houses  in  Brainerd, 
Bemidji,  Ely,  International  Falls  and  Park 
Rapids,  Minn. 


Minneapolis — With  screen  trailers  and 
large  newspaper  display  ads,  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  here  has  launched  “A 
Greatest  Movie  Season”  for  the  month  of 
August.  There  will  be  intensive  selling  of 
attractions,  with  special  efforts  to  pub- 
licize product  and  extra  advertising  cam- 
paigns. Ushers  in  all  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  theatres  are  wearing  badges  call- 
ing attention  to  the  season  and  the  fronts 
of  all  houses  are  appropriately  decorated. 

Initial  newspaper  ads  state  “a  new  movie 
year  brings  the  most  amazing  accomplish- 
ments, unexcelled  pleasures  of  all  your 
screen  days.”  The  ads  continue:  “Your 
greatest  movie  season.  Entertainment  soars 
to  new  heights  with  your  favorite  stars  in 
their  finest  pictures.  Stars,  producers,  di- 
rectors, writers,  technicians,  extras — a mil- 
lion strong — are  all  dedicating  their  genius 
and  unlimited  resources  to  make  this  the 
outstanding  year  in  screen  history!  And 
now  hit  after  hit,  day  after  day,  they’re 
yours  to  enjoy.  Movies — your  finest  en- 
tertainment at  lowest  cost.” 

Publicity  stories  state  that  “the  great- 
est movie  season”  is  “making  available  for 
early  showing  the  largest  number  and 
widest  assortment  of  feature  productions 
in  years.”  Whereas,  ordinarily,  Septem- 
ber is  regarded  as  the  first  month  in  the 
motion  picture  year,  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  now  is  “stealing  a march  on 
the  calendar”  and  getting  it  going  in 
August.  ‘"The  pre-release  plan,”  it’s  de- 
clared, “will  make  it  possible  to  present 
a month  of  outstanding  attractions.” 


Goldhammer  Testimonial 
Scheduled  lor  Sept.  1 

Minneapolis — L.  E.  “Nickey”  Goldham- 
mer, recently  promoted  from  RKO  branch 
to  district  manager,  will  be  honored  at  a 
testimonial  dinner  arranged  by  his  friends 
in  the  industry  here.  The  event  is  sched- 
uled for  September  1 at  the  Hotel  Nicol- 
let. 

Committee  handling  the  affair  is  headed 
by  Syd  and  Bill  Volk,  Ben  Friedman  and 
Fay  Dressell.  Everybody  connected  with 
the  film  industry  and  Goldhammer’s 
friends  outside  of  it  will  be  invited  to 
attend. 

Omaha  Exhibitors  Watch 
Spread  of  Polio  Cases 

Omaha — Local  exhibitors  are  watching 
carefully  recent  developments  of  infantile 
paralysis  cases  in  Omaha.  Five  such  cases 
have  been  reported  so  far. 

A polio  epidemic  here  two  years  ago  kept 
children  from  theatres  under  a city  coun- 
cil ban  and  hurt  boxoffices  grosses  con- 
siderably. 


Lorre  Obtains  Release 

Hollywood — With  the  shelving  of  the 
“Mr.  Moto”  series  by  20th-Fox,  Peter  Lorre, 
who  has  played  the  title  role,  has  obtained 
his  release  from  the  studio. 
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Reopening  of  World 
Abets  Minny  Loop 

Minneapolis — With  the  reopening  of  the 
World  Theatre  Fi’iday  with  Universal’s 
“The  Mikado,”  scheduled  for  a run,  all 
loop  theatres,  excepting  the  Palace  and 
non-film  spots,  such  as  the  Alvin,  Lyceum 
and  Gayety,  are  in  operation  again. 

While  closed  for  several  months  “be- 
cause of  inability  to  obtain  satisfactory 
product,”  improvements  were  made  at  the 
World  costing  approximately  $20,000.  Tliey 
include  a new  RCA  sound  system,  redeco- 
rations and  a new  canopy.  The  house, 
owned  by  W.  A.  Steffes,  also  has  United 
Artists’  “Four  Feathers”  underlined. 

The  Minnesota’s  reopening  with  stage 
shows  and  pictures  and  the  booking  of  a 
number  of  large  stage  shows  into  the 
Orpheum  are  expected  to  make  things  live- 
lier downtown  than  at  any  time  in  years. 
Present  plans  are  to  reopen  the  Palace, 
loop  1,800-seater,  with  subsequent-run 
double  features  at  a dime  admission  in  the 
fall.  However,  a previous  attempt  to  oper- 
ate this  house  as  a dime  dual  biller  failed 
when  film  companies  cut  off  its  product. 
A threatened  court  fight  to  force  the  ser- 
vicing never  materialized. 

Hellerich  and  Knight  Are 
Again  on  Same  Payroll 

Lincoln — It  was  sort  of  a theatrical 
family  reunion  here  when  both  Harold 
Hellerich  and  Bill  Knight  joined  the  same 
payroll  again. 

Both  men  used  to  be  employed  by  the 
Lincoln  Theatres  Corp.,  they  each  have 
managed  the  same  house,  and  now  they’re 
working  for  the  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc., 
their  former  opposition. 

Knight  went  from  Lincoln  to  Kansas 
City,  where  he  was  under  Jerry  Zigmond 
at  the  Newman,  while  Hellerich  resigned 
from  LTC  early  in  July.  They  work  imme- 
diately under  Howard  Federer,  general 
manager  of  the  Varsity,  Kiva,  Liberty  and 
Colonial. 


Writes  "Blondie"  Original 

Hollywood — Albert  Duffy  is  writing  an 
original  “Blondie”  story  for  Columbia. 


Sees  "Citizen" — 

Governor  R.  L.  Cochran  (Nebraska- 
center)  made  it  a big  day  when  he 
saw  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  as  one  of 
the  48  state  chief  execs  so  honored, 
and  two  minutes  after  he  left  the 
theatre,  announced  he  was  filing  for 
the  U.  S.  Senate.  With  him  here  is 
(left) Bob  Livingston,  owner-manager 
of  the  Capitol  where  the  film  was 
shown,  and  Ted  Mendenhall,  Omaha’s 
Paramount  exchange  manager. 


Kaplan's  Theatre  Service 
Merits  Columnist's  Plug 

Minneapolis — Local  newspaper  column- 
ist, Cedric  Adams,  sat  up  and  took  notice 
of  the  newest  thing  in  theatre  service 
inaugurated  by  Manager  Harold  Kaplan 
at  his  St.  Louis  Park  Theatre.  He  carried 
a lengthy  item  about  it  in  the  Star. 

Kaplan  has  put  into  service  a Crosley 
miniature  auto  with  a pretty  girl  at  the 
wheel  to  carry  his  motorist  patrons  from 
the  parking  lot  which  extends  a block  from 
the  theatre  to  the  sntrance  of  the  show- 
house. 

Ever  since  the  house  opened,  Kaplan  has 
had  an  employe  stop  the  cars  and  advise 
others  than  driver  to  get  out  at  the  en- 
trance in  order  to  avoid  the  walk  up  the 
inclined  drive.  Now  even  the  drivers  do 
not  have  to  walk. 

House  has  been  doing  a remarkably  fine 
business  ever  since  it  opened  several 
months  ago.  Kaplan  formerly  managed 
the  Minnesota  and  State  theatres  for  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 


Nebraska's  Governor 
Okays  Burns  Film 

Lincoln  — Paramount’s  “Our  Leading 
Citizen,”  starring  Bob  Burns,  was  given 
a “plenty  okay”  ticket  by  Governor  R.  L. 
Cochran,  who  saw  it  at  the  Capitol  here. 

One  of  the  48  special  screenings  for  each 
state’s  chief  executive,  the  showing  here 
also  was  attended  by  Lincoln’s  Mayor 
Copeland,  Secretary  of  State  Harry  Swan- 
son, Deputy  Attorney  General  Beck,  Coun- 
ty Attorney  Towle,  Mrs.  Cochran,  City  Di- 
rectors Theo  Berg  and  Cobe  Venner,  and 
former  Mayor  Frank  Zehrung,  who  is  one 
of  the  show  world’s  old-timers. 

Besides  the  print  of  the  film  Omaha 
Paramount  Exchange  Manager  Ted  Men- 
denhall brought  with  him  to  Lincoln  Evert 
Cummings,  Tri-States  district  manager; 
Bill  Miskell,  Orpheum  manager;  Ted  Em- 
erson, Tri-States  ad  head,  and  Keith  Wil- 
son, film  critic  on  the  World-Herald,  all 
of  Omaha. 

“It  is  thoroughly  enjoyable  entertain- 
ment,” said  the  governor,  “both  educational 
and  constructive.” 


Telescope  Peeking  Cuts 
Theatre  Attendance 

Minneapolis — Local  showhouses  had  a 
new  kind  of  opposition  Friday  of  last  week 
when  more  than  2,500  people  were  attract- 
ed to  the  University  of  Minnesota  ob- 
servatory to  have  a look  through  the  tele- 
scope at  the  planet  Mars.  Institution  had 
extended  a blanket  invitation  to  the  pub- 
lic and  crowd  was  so  big  that  a traffic 
jam  developed  necessitating  the  services  of 
three  gunsquads  to  unscramble.  Newspa- 
pers called  it  “turnaway  business.” 


Now  a Morning  and  Two 
Evening  Papers  in  Minny 

Minneapolis — With  the  acquisition  of 
the  Journal,  considered  the  leading  local 
evening  daily,  by  the  Star,  and  the  merg- 
ing of  the  two  sheets  under  the  name  of 
Star -Journal,  Minneapolis  is  left  with  only 
one  morning  and  two  evening  dailies.  The 
Tribune,  the  other  paper,  has  a morning 
and  afternoon  edition.  Both  papers  will 
issue  Sunday  editions.  The  development 
leaves  Merle  Potter,  veteran  Journal  film 
critic,  out. 


Four  Roadshows  Slated 

Minneapolis — Alvin  Theatre  here  win 
have  four  roadshow  attractions  the  coming 
season.  The  attractions  in  question  are 
being  sent  out  by  Arthur  Oberf elder,  Den- 
ver impresario,  on  a subscription  basis 
and  include  “On  Borrowed  Time”  and 
“What  a Life.” 


Gets  “Days  Before  Lent" 

Hollywood — ^Metro’s  “The  Days  Before 
Lent,”  from  a story  by  Hamilton  Basso, 
will  be  scripted  for  Producer  Harry  Rapf 
by  Bartlett  Cormack. 


From  Iowa  to  Hollywood — 

L.  J.  Wegener,  left,  theatre  operator  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  his  party 
visit  Jane  Wyman  on  the  set  of  “The  Lady  Dick”  at  the  Warner  studio. 
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More  lowans  in  Hollywood — 

Werner  P.  Grossman,  Nevada,  Iowa,  exhibitor  (right)  and  his  wife  and 
daughter  visit  with  Crane  Wilbur,  director -writer,  on  the  set  of  “The  Mon- 
roe Doctrine”  at  the  Warner  studio. 


IIL  I M C OIL  W 


Two  Downtowners  in 
Omaha  May  Open 

Omaha — Two  large  theatres  in  the  down- 
town Omaha  area,  one  closed  for  many 
years,  will  be  opened  this  fall,  according  to 
reports  on  Filmrow.  Officials  connected 
with  the  theatres  declined  comment. 

One  is  the  Paramount,  beautiful  3,000- 
seat  house  under  lease  to  Tri-States  Thea- 
tres of  Des  Moines.  Now  ten  years  old,  the 
theatre  was  once  Omaha’s  showplace  be- 
cause of  its  style  and  architecture.  Dark 
most  of  the  last  few  years,  it  has  become 
known  as  the  city’s  “white  elephant”  in 
the  theatre  field. 

The  Paramount  may  be  opened  as  a 
second-run  theatre  with  a 15-cent  matinee 
and  25-cent  top  at  night,  according  to  re- 
ports. Formerly  it  was  the  city’s  top  price 
house. 

The  State  Theatre,  dark  for  many,  many 
years,  may  be  opened  by  Ralph  Goldberg, 
local  circuit  owner.  Once  the  Sun  Thea- 
tre, the  house  was  the  first  theatre  pro- 
perty operated  by  the  Goldberg  family. 
Price  policy  of  the  State  could  not  be 
ascertained. 


Sales  of  16mm  Projectors 
Rise  in  Kaycee  Area 

Kansas  City — Twenty-five  new  Ampro 
16mm  projection  and  sound  equipments 
have  been  sold  during  the  past  six 
months  by  Paul  Humston  of  the  Kansas 
City  Sound  Equipment  Co.  About  half  of 
them  went  to  schools,  churches,  manufac- 
turers, etc.,  and  the  remainder  to  road- 
show operators.  Each  equipment  repre- 
sents about  four  or  five  small  towns. 

Humston  also  has  leased  35mm  sound 
and  projection,  plus  film,  to  Glen  Neeley 
of  the  Arma,  Arma,  Kas.,  and  to  Louis 
Bedene,  Frontenac,  Kas.  Neeley  has  his 
Empress  at  Arma  closed  for  the  summer, 
and  will  roadshow  in  Arma  and  nearby 
towns.  Bedene,  who  formerly  had  the 
show  at  Frontenac,  which  now  is  closed, 
will  operate  there  and  in  several  nearby 
towns. 


Omaha  Paramount  Branch 
Preparing  Many  Tieups 

Omaha — Local  Paramount  officials,  head- 
ed by  Ted  Mendenhall,  are  going  whole- 
hog  on  stunts  here  within  the  next  few 
months. 

Irvin  S.  Cobb  will  be  honored  at  a 
Chamber  of  Commerce  luncheon  August  17. 
Lloyd  C.  Douglas,  writer,  will  lecture  here 
early  this  fail.  Other  tieups  are  being  pre- 
pared. 


Reissue  Pulls  Records 

Minneapolis — A sensational  business 
chalked  up  by  the  Paramount  re-issue, 
“Eagle  and  the  Hawk,”  during  a three- 
week  run  at  the  Time  Theatre  here,  is  the 
talk  of  local  film  circles.  Attraction  turned 
in  a big  profit  for  the  Gilman  sure-seater. 


gARBARA  ROBERTS  and  Laura  Wal- 
ker, cashiers  at  the  Stuart  and  Lin- 
coln, respectively,  had  birthdays  on  the 
same  day,  and  lunched  together  in  cele- 
bration . . . When  Charlie  Morehead 
kissed  Beatrice  goodbye  and  left  for  Ft. 
Collins,  Colo.,  he  threw  himself  a party, 
farewelling  on  his  farm  down  near  Noel, 
Mo.  His  guest  list  included  H.  D.  Carroll, 
Carthage,  Mo.;  B.  M.  Montee,  Chanute, 
Kas.  and  his  Beatrice  replacement;  Ed 
Dorrell,  Coffeyville,  Kas.;  C.  P.  Forbes,  Ft. 
Scott,  Kas.;  Harley  Fryer,  Joplin,  Mo.; 
Art  Bowman,  Nevada,  Mo.;  George  Hun- 
ter, Pittsburg,  Kas.,  all  Fox  managers. 
Distinguished  guest  was  H.  A.  McClure, 
the  Fox  Midwest  district  manager,  with 
his  two  sons,  Al,  manager  of  the  Palace, 


In  New  York — 


H.  Engbertson  of  the  Grand  and  Lyric 
in  Decorah,  Iowa,  as  he  visited  the 
RKO  Radio  exhibitor  World  Fair 
lounge  in  New  York. 


Wichita,  and  15-year-old  Harry  jr.,  who 
thinks  Gene  Krupa  out-ranks  Washington 
and  Lincoln.  Feature  on  the  menu  was 
Ozark  chicken,  the  kind  with  one  leg 
shorter  than  the  other  from  walking  on 
the  sidehills. 

Ed  Vaughan  is  out  of  circulation  again. 
The  gal  is  back  in  town  . . . Glen  Trump 
will  take  over  Boxoffice  in  Lincoln,  while 
the  regular  conductor  of  this  column  is 
playing  soldier  at  the  national  guard  en- 
campment in  Ashland,  August  7-19.  Tip  to 
the  show  busmess:  Any  of  you  living  with- 
in  driving  distance  of  Ashland  can  see 
some  good  scraps  as  the  guard  boys  get 
together  in  the  ring.  Watch  the  daily 
papers  for  fight  night  dates.  Boxoffice 
will  be  glad  to  have  you  there  as  a guest. 

M.  E.  McClain  has  been  in  Lincoln  once 
since  he  became  head  man  with  the  Ne- 
braska portion  of  Central  States  Theatres. 
That’s  what  is  known  as  NOT  wearing  out 
one’s  welcome  . . . No  word  from  Nevins 
Lynn  about  when  the  stork  visits  his  as- 
sistant in  Kearney. 

With  all  these  yarns  Eddie  Forester 
writes  for  Liberty,  he  must  hide  them  in 
the  typewriter  backsided  by  boxoffice  re- 
ports, to  keep  Evert  Cummings  from 
catching  him  novel-ing  on  company  time. 
Reframes  the  old  school-day  trick  of  slap- 
ping the  current  Nick  Carter  inside  the 
Georgraphy  book  . . . Gabbed  with  Faye 
Honey  in  Tecumseh  last  week,  who  says 
extra-curricular  competition  is  devasta- 
ting for  small  town  showman.  Faye’s  a 
grandfather  a little  more  than  two  years 
now,  but  doesn’t  look  much  changed  from 
20  years  ago.  His  riumber  one  assistant  is 
Draucker  Farrell. 

Interested  to  note  George  Hall,  the 
Franklin,  Neb.,  man,  had  taken  to  him- 
self a wife.  Hall  was  the  man  who  showed 
the  Journal  and  Star’s  Hollywood  trip 
winner  the  pictures  by  which  she  was  able 
to  select  the  ten  best  and  get  the  paper’s 
biggest  prize  last  winter. 
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^ERRY  DELAPP,  Paramount’s  Hollywood 
publicity  head,  has  a lot  of  time.  When 
he  was  here  he  was  wearing  a tricky 
watch  curved  to  fit  the  side  of  his  wrist, 
but  his  favorite  timepiece  is  one  built  in 
a slender  gold  band  and  given  to  him  by 
the  un-slender  Mae  (com’up  sometime) 
West. 

Very  special  hull-etin  for  Lincoln’s  Bar- 
ney Oldfield:  You  should  be  the  last  to 
complain,  Barney,  if  a wise  lady  prefers 
newsmen  to  film  stars  . . . and  even  the 
modest  Ken  Clayton  thought  our  being 
“aware”  of  him  a mountain  of  understate- 
ment . . . as  for  the  word  in  edgeways, 
you’re  welcome  (lookit  the  eminent  com- 
pany you  keep,  too:  Keith  Wilson,  Ed 
Sullivan,  Sheila  Graham,  and  H.  H.  Tam- 
men) , showman  of  them  all. 

United  Artists’  press  agent.  Art  Gatlin, 
is  doing  a whoopee  job  of  making  people 
in  this  territory  Gatlin  conscious  . , . Leon- 
ard Gallagher  of  Inland  is  back  from 
Mexico  Gity  despite  a lot  of  tire  trouble 
before  he  even  got  started  . . . George 
Hatch  is  on  his  way  to  New  York  and 
Niagara  Falls  for  a belated  honeymoon 
. . . and  if  you  wonder  how  belated,  you 
can  judge  when  we  say  he’s  taking  the  lit- 
tle woman  and  two  little  Hatches! 

Chick  Friedman  is  so  neat  that  he 
makes  his  secretary,  Grace  Simons,  nerv- 
ous. She  says  Chick  is  as  fussy  as  a maiden 
aunt  about  keeping  his  desk  and  office  in 
order  . . . Lou  Levy  returned  Mitzi’s  jump- 
ing rope,  and  didn’t  charge  the  two  cents 
storage  we  made  her  believe  he  would. 


Elmer  Wesa  of  Hibbing,  Minn.,  has 
traded  the  sky  blue  waters  for  tall  corn 
. . . he’s  bought  the  Plaza  Theatre  at 
Monona  from  A.  S.  Filien. 


Burton  Jerrel’s  Paychek-Strickland  fight 
films  (hawked  by  Elmer  Tilton)  weren’t 
getting  the  gong  at  the  Rialto  in  Gedar 
Rapids  last  weekend  if  the  enthusiastic 
crowds  around  the  place  were  an  indica- 
tion. 


Howard  Pollard  has  sold  his  New  Avon 
Theatre  at  Dysart  to  Otto  Reinke  of  Gar- 
rison. 


Why  doesn’t  some  theatre  steal  that  an- 
imated snowman  idea  for  air-condition- 
ing ballyhoo  from  Gramer’s  in  Gedar  Ra- 
pids? The  pitcher  biz  must  be  good  in 
that  town  . . . people  to  the  left  of  us 
and  people  to  the  right  of  us  in  the  Hotel 
Roosevelt  dining  room  were  discussing  the 
films  and  stars  with  as  much  vehemence 
as  the  Rotary  Glub  discusses  politics. 


G.  A.  Memogh,  former  variety  store  pro- 
prietor at  Strawberry  Point,  has  purchased 
the  theatre  equipment  at  Nashua  belong- 
ing to  Mrs.  Virginia  Harris  and  one  of  the 
Gass  chain  theatres. 


Elmer  Tilton  tells  how  Glyde  Pratt  and 
Bill  Finter  once  called  on  an  Iowa  exhibi- 
tor. Failing  to  sell  him,  they  went  next 
door  for  refreshments.  There  was  a piano 
in  the  joint,  so  Bill  decided  to  play  while 
Glyde  whistled  merrily.  A crowd  began 
to  gather  and  the  proprietor  kept  setting 
’em  up.  Next  day  the  irate  exhibitor  wrote 
the  company’s  New  York  office:  “Such  a 
business  I never  did  see.  Just  because 
your  salesmen  couldn’t  sell  me  your  prod- 
uct, they  give  a free  show  next  door  and 
force  me  to  close  my  house  for  the  even- 
ing.” 

S.  Barret  McCormick,  RKO  publicity 
head  from  New  York,  tells  about  surpris- 
ing a mouse  trap  setting  beside  a White 
House  fireplace  when  he  and  Ginger  Rog- 
ers were  wandering  around  before  seeing 
President  Roosevelt.  We’ve  been  curious 
ever  since  as  to  what  kind  of  bait  such 
high  society  uses.  Surely  a White  House 
rodent  would  bite  on  nothing  less  than 
caviar. 

We’ve  been  hearing  that  “Pudgy”  Lee, 
who  was  cute  that  way,  is  changing  it  to 
“Slim”  Lee  and  being  pretty  snappy-look- 
ing  that  way  . . . That  theatre  going  up 
on  Ingersoll  will  be  a pile  of  weather 
beaten  brick  before  it’s  complete  if  they 
don’t  get  going. 

Art  Stolte  fmally  got  those  muskies,  but 
vehemently  denies  Nate  Sandler’s  claim 
that  they  cost  him  100  smackers  per  pound 
. . . Art  think’s  he’s  got  to  allow  something 
for  all  the  years  of  fun  he’s  had  trying  . . . 
(arid  you’d  better  allow  a couple  100  for 


The  Palace  Theatre  in  Gedar  Rapids 
flashes  the  most  unusual  sign  and  the  pret- 
tiest ticket  seller  in  the  town,  we  think. 
The  sign’s  of  arrows  and  a target,  while 
the  girl  is  a stunning  brunette. 


The  State  Theatre  has  been  completed 
at  Lenox,  la.,  at  a cost  of  $18,000.  It  will 
be  operated  by  Frank  Shipley. 


Cars  and  Bank  Books 


Des  Moines — No  wonder  so  many  Iowa 
exhibitors  are  complaining  about  the  sum- 
mer slump.  lowans  apparently  are  either 
saving  their  money  or  buying  new  cars  with 
it,  which  doesn’t  leave  much  for  motion 
pictures. 

According  to  figures  out  of  Washington, 
D.  G.,  lowans  put  more  money  in  the  banks 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30  than  in 
previous  years,  and  purchased  more  cars 
during  the  month  of  June,  1939  than  in 
June,  1938. 

Deposits  in  Iowa’s  538  state  banks  in- 
creased $25,447.77  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1939,  D.  W.  Bates,  state 
superintendent  of  banking  reported  Fri- 
day. A consolidated  statement  of  the  state 
banks  on  June  30  showed  they  held  total 
deposits  of  $401,823,567.84. 


that  10-years-younger  look  you  wore  back 
this  time  too.  Art) . 

Art  Anderson’s  sun  tan.  Art  Anderson’s 
sun  tan.  Art  Anderson’s  SUN  TAN!  Three 
times.  Art,  to  comply  with  your  request 
that  it  not  be  mentioned  once  more  in  this 
column,  and  to  show  you  that  the  press 
cannot  be  silenced.  ...  If  that  was  Lionel 
Wasson  talking  to  Stan  Mayer  just  be- 
fore the  “Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  screen- 
ing, we  didn’t  know  it.  We  haven’t  seen 
the  dapper  Mr.  Wasson  for  almost  a year. 
We  did  recognize  Harry  Holdsberg,  though, 
who  was  talking  to  Evan  Jacobs  and  look- 
ing very  beautiful  in  a green  ensenada. 

Hal  Herman,  from  Universal’s  Holly- 
wood publicity  studios  was  here  this  week 
complaining  about  the  Iowa  heat  (he 
doesn’t  care  if  the  corn  does  need  it,  the 
heathen!)  . . . Emil  Franke  provided  a 
showing  of  the  current  features,  “The 
Magnificent  Fraud”  and  “Hotel  Imperial,” 
a pair  of  Paramounts,  when  the  R&iT  took 
over  the  Orpheum  Theatre  to  show  a reel 
of  last  year’s  soap  box  derby  finals  to  this 
year’s  Iowa  contestants  Saturday  morn- 
ing. 

Paramount’s  plan  to  ship  an  orphan  to 
Hollywood  in  conection  with  the  August 
22  “Star  Maker”  premiere  is  still  on  the 
fire  . . . A.  E.  Denman’s  efforts  to  line  up 
a “scientific  study”  of  “Bachelor  Mother” 
here  by  the  use  of  Drake  University’s  eye- 
camera  were  very  nearly  kayoed  by  RKO 
when  Gharlie  Levy  gave  him  marching 
orders  to  Saint  Paul  before  arrangements 
wei’e  completed. 

Ted  Ashby  is  fleeing  with  the  very 
blonde  Helen  to  the  northwoods  this  week- 
end to  escape  being  smothered  by  the 
bushels  of  red  hair  pouring  in  at  the  RSiT 
for  the  red-head  contest  . . . Paramount’s 
Susan  Hayward  may  be  getting  a lot  of 
publicity,  Copeland,  but  she’s  not  doing 
herself  any  good  with  Ted  . . . The  pic- 
tures of  the  entrants  together  with  the 
hair  samples  are  kept  in  Clayton’s  office 
— at  least  that’s  the  way  he  explains  those 
lapel  giveaways. 

We  looked  all  over  the  Amana  Golonies 
for  a theatre  and  found  nary  a sign,  but 
did  discover  that  a Gedar  Rapids  physician 
had  taken  some  motion  pix  of  Amana  pup- 
pies over  at  the  Koch  Gocker  Spaniel  Ken- 
nels in  Middle  Amana  . . . We  nearly  for- 
got to  remind  Filmrowers  to  watch  Ash- 
by’s column  while  he’s  vacationing.  You 
may  find  all  340,000  R&T  customers  avidly 
reading  about  your  pink  (or  blue)  under- 
shirt. 

Speed  Lambert,  M-G-M’s  mouthpiece, 
dropped  a couple  of  hot  ideas  in  Clayton’s 
lap  again  the  other  day.  Ken  talked  on 
editing  pictures  to  a short-course  class  at 
the  State  University  of  Iowa  City  Satur- 
day and  he  says  those  Steffi  Duna  leg 
shots  he  took  along  didn’t  rate  a second 
glance,  but  that  when  he  mentioned  he’d 
run  a series  on  how  to  stuff  a penguin  if 
anyone  loanted  to  know  how  to  stuff  a 
penguin,  everybody  was  all  attention  and 
amused  guffaws.  There  ought  to  be  a hint 
for  Hollywood  there. 


....AW,  SHUCKS! 

--  Fr07n  the  Tall  Corn— By  RENE  McGLUSKEY 
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gILLY  ANDLAUER,  photographer,  shot 
about  600  feet  of  film  at  Lawrence,  Kas., 
of  the  basketball  game  between  a Univer- 
sity of  Kansas  team  and  a team  from  Has- 
kell Institute.  Dr.  Forest  C.  Allen’s  new 
basketball  variation  was  used.  The  score 
was  36  to  16  in  favor  of  the  Jayhawkers. 

After  serving  the  Newman  here  as  thea- 
tre promotion  man  for  almost  a year,  W. 
B.  Knight  has  returned  to  his  home  tovm 
of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  to  manage  the  Kiva 
Theatre. 

H.  B.  Snook,  general  manager  of  RCA, 
Camden.  N.  J.,  was  here  this  week  visiting 
Don  Davis. 

The  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has 
installed  air  conditioning  and  hung  Vene- 
tian blinds.  The  company,  reports  L.  J. 
Kimbriel,  is  entering  the  field  of  distribu- 
tion for  RCA  Photophone  and  Brenkert 
arc  lamps,  projectors  and  rectifiers  in  Mis- 
souri and  Kansas. 

F.  L.  “Doc”  Lowe  is  giving  a show  for 
the  kids  at  Sterling,  Kas.,  August  12  to 
celebrate  the  birthday  of  his  own  son, 
Richard.  The  celebration  has  become  an 
annual  event. 

A.  E.  Jarboe,  Ritz,  Cameron,  Mo.,  has 
assumed  full  control  of  the  house,  follow- 
ing a booking  arrangement  with  Dickin- 
son. 

J.  Allen  Peek,  general  manager  of  the 
Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply,  was  here  this 
week  with  Mrs.  Peek  visiting  L.  J.  Kim- 
briel, local  manager. 

Douglas  Desch,  Monogram,  went  out  in 
his  back  yard  Sunday  in  a pair  of  shorts 
and  went  to  sleep.  The  next  day,  oh,  boy 
did  he  have  a fever!  . . . Monogram  has  in 
some  new  frames  . . . This  pillar  was 
initiated  this  week  into  the  Screwball 
Club,  Desch’s  all-inclusive  fraternity  of 
eccentrics. 

Sue  Waters  Hill,  formerly  secretary  to 
the  manager  at  Warner  Bros.,  has  a new 
daughter,  Linda  . . . Gretchen  Brown,  sec- 
retary to  C.  A.  Schultz  of  Commonwealth, 
is  in  the  deep,  deep  south — New  Orleans 
and  Vicksburg.  Hester  Catron  is  filling  in 
for  her. 

Hazel  Kirkbride  of  Auburn,  Neb.,  has 
succeeded  Cleo  Moudy  as  secretary  to  H. 
J.  Griffith,  Griff ith-Dickinson  Theatres, 
Inc.  Miss  Moudy  has  returned  to  Okla- 
homa City  to  be  married. 

Bob  Withers,  manager  of  Republic-Mid- 
west, and  Mrs.  Withers,  left  Wednesday 
evening  for  a week’s  business  trip  to  New 
York  . . . Bill  Warner,  former  maestro 
here  for  Warner  Bros.,  is  in  town  from  the 
coast. 

Dale  Havelone,  manager  of  the  Fox 
Brookside,  and  Mrs.  Havelone,  and  Harry 
Weissman,  assistant  at  the  Granada,  Kan- 
sas City,  Kas.,  and  Mrs.  Weissman,  are 
motoring  to  West  Yellowstone  to  visit  Don 
Martin,  manager  of  the  Rustic  there. 

On  the  Row:  Harry  Till,  Hamilton,  Mo.; 
Joe  McClure,  Commonwealth  manager;  H. 
B.  Doering,  Garnett,  Kas.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joe  Ghosen,  Sedalia,  Mo.;  M.  S.  Heath, 


Liberty,  Mo.;  George  Nescher,  Valley  Falls, 
Kas.;  Charley  Fisk,  Butler,  Mo.;  Bob  Gor- 
ham, Horton,  Kas.;  Tom  Wilhoit,  Platts- 
burg.  Mo.;  E.  P.  Michaels,  Braymer,  Mo. 

W.  W.  Sherrill,  Metro  booker,  is  off  on 
vacation  . . . J.  Walter  Shreve,  manager 
of  the  National  Theatre  Supply,  and  Mrs. 
Shreve,  left  last  Sunday,  July  30,  for  a 
motor  trip  to  Texas,  Arizona,  California, 
and  back  by  way  of  Colorado. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  Wilkerson  has  re- 
placed C.  L.  Johnson  in  the  RKO  adver- 
tising accessories  department.  Johnson  will 
leave  for  California.  Wilkerson  was  for- 
merly at  National  Screen  Service. 

R.  W.  McEwan,  who  is  handling  book- 
ings for  the  Art  Perry  harmonica  band, 
announces  an  engagement  for  the  Dixie 
at  Odessa,  Mo.  There  are  no  prizes  or 
contests  in  conjunction  with  the  act  as 
reported  last  week.  Billy  Papon,  \l-y ear- 
old  harmonica  wonder,  who  had  a week's 
engagement  at  the  Fox  Tower  Theatre  last 
season,  is  a featured  soloist  with  the  band. 

Ben  Shlyen,  Boxoffice  publisher,  who  is 
in  Hollywood,  writes  that  Harry  Taylor, 
National  Screen  Service  district  manager, 
is  telling  the  truth  when  he  says  everybody 
sleeps  under  blankets  during  the  summer 
out  there.  The  climate  there  is  all  Harry 
says  it  is.  Incidentally,  Harry  and  his  new 
wife,  the  former  Miss  Mary  Stivac  of  Chi- 
cago, are  now  visiting  in  Kaycee. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  “Freezem"  Mig.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita.  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


That's  DiHerent 


Lincoln — One  of  the  biggest  howlers 
about  film  industry  opposition  to  itself  on 
radio,  etc.,  has  been  Bob  Livingston,  the 
Capitol  owner-manager  and  the  trade’s 
contact  with  the  political  setup. 

However,  when  he  was  approached  one 
night  by  a committee  and  asked  to  umpire 
an  old-timer  baseball  game  as  a crowd 
puller  for  a league  game  to  follow,  he 
okayed  it.  Somebody  hauled  him  aside, 
explained  what  he  was  doing — lending 
himself  as  a personality,  to  draw  patron- 
age away  from  himself  as  an  exhibitor. 

He  was  immediately  scored  with  a balk. 


New  Seat  Installations 
Are  Made  by  Bowen 

Kansas  City — The  Cozy,  Joe  Lenski’s 
house  at  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  is  being  entire- 
ly reseated  with  upholstered  chairs — 700 
of  them — by  Frank  Bowen,  American 
Desk  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Temple,  Tex. 

Other  recent  installations  reported  by 
Bowen  from  Filmrow  here  are  the  new 
Roxy,  Gus  Diamond’s  new  house  at  El- 
dorado, Kas.,  which  he  expects  to  open 
September  1;  the  Mary  Lou,  George  Hay- 
ob’s  house  at  Marshall,  Mo.;  the  Audi- 
torium, Cherry  vale,  Kas.,  1,192  seats,  and 
the  Auditorium,  Harrisonville,  Mo.,  716 
seats. 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr.,  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassal,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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O mi  A IIHI  A 

TERRY  SPANDAU,  Universal  manager 
* at  Des  Moines  and  former  Omaha  lad, 
was  here  on  business.  Jerry  also  was 
operated  on  while  here  and  has  now  re- 
turned home  safe  and  sound  . . . Eldon 
Roliin,  assistant  ad  sales  specialist  at 
Paramount,  is  vacationing. 

Stuart  Nesbit,  Plainview  Theatre,  Plain- 
view,  Neb.,  is  certainly  a big,  husky  lad. 
Nesbit,  you  know,  is  a proud  papa  . . . 
Ethel  B.  Good,  former  secretary  to  Evert 
Cummings,  Tri-States  boss  here,  was  here 
telling  friends  her  husband  has  been 
transferred  from  Kansas  to  Washington. 

That  important  change  we  mentioned 
last  week  involves  Solomon  J.  Francis  of 
American  Distributing  Corp.,  who  is  mov- 
ing his  firm  to  larger  quarters  in  a few 
weeks.  A news  story  and  ad  in  Boxoffice 
will  tell  all  the  details.  Incidentally,  Sol 
is  on  the  short  side  of  35,  yet  has  been 
connected  with  the  film  business  for  15 
years. 

Introducing  to  the  Omaha  territory, 
Joseph  P.  Smith,  handsome  new  film  ped- 
dler at  the  RKO  hangout.  Smith  will  han- 
dle the  northeast  Nebraska-northwest 
Iowa  district.  He’s  from  New  York  and 
Boston  and  knew  better  than  to  expect 
Indians  when  he  came  to  Omaha.  He’s 
young  and  single,  gals! 

C.  V.  Roof,  Imo  Theatre,  Blanchard,  la., 
was  on  the  Row.  Filmites  are  wondering 
how-come  the  theatre’s  name.  Boxoffice’s 
guess  is  that  it’s  a contraction  of  lowa- 
Missouri,  since  Blanchard  is  near  the  state 
line.  How  about  it.  Exhibitor  Roof? 

H.  K.  Diers,  state  senator  and  exhibi- 
tor, has  shuttered  the  Diers  Theatre  at 
Gresham,  Neb.,  due  to  lack  of  customers 
. . . Norm  Nielson,  RKO  booker  and  al- 
leged golfer,  is  back  from  his  vacation 
. . . Mort  Troxell,  exhibitor  at  Wilber, 
Neb.,  set  a new  precedent  by  not  showing 
up  on  Filmrow  this  week. 

In  case  you  wondered  why  the  cops  on 
Filmrow  this  week,  it’s  because  of  a squab- 
ble over  some  leases  on  some  exchanges, 
our  informers  tell  us  . . . Hester  Edwards, 
Paramount  billing  clerk,  went  to  South 
Dakota  on  a vacation. 

Danny  McCarthy,  former  United  Artists 
salesman  and  now  Universal  salesman  out 
of  Des  Moines,  is  a proud  papa.  It’s  a boy, 
born  this  week  in  Omaha  and  named  after 
Leo  Doty,  UA  office  chief  here  . . . Gladys 
Pullman,  Paramount  inspectress,  went  to 
the  mountains,  lucky  gal! 

Ed  Wagner  of  Chicago,  head  of  the  sign 
company  bearing  his  name,  was  here  sign- 
ing the  annual  contract  with  Western 
Theatre  Supply  . . . Howard  Federer,  Lin- 
coln; A.  R.  Miller,  Wahoo,  Neb.;  C.  C. 
Moore,  Dunlap,  la.;  Lou  Ireland,  Logan, 
la.;  F.  A.  Bryceson,  Moorhead,  la.,  also 
on  the  Row. 

The  local  Universal  exchange  is  leading 
the  firm’s  national  sales  drive  . . . The 
fireplace  in  Ted  Mendenhall’s  new  sum- 
mer home  will  be  dark  blue.  The  “sum- 
mer home’’  is  just  a shack  on  the  river, 
Ted  wants  it  explained. 

Filmrow  celebrated  Iowa  day  with  the 


following  exhibitors  on  the  Row:  Ray 
Brown,  Harlan,  la.;  Carl  Ernst,  Avoca,  la.; 
C.  E.  Werden,  Hartley,  la.;  the  Bowman 
Bros.,  McClelland,  la.  . . . Tom  Seydlitz, 
Overland  Theatre,  Nebraska  City,  Neb., 
also  was  in  town. 

Ralph  Goldberg  is  having  audition  night 
at  his  Cinema  Club  now  and  welcomes  any 
talent  from  Filmrow,  he  says  . . . Replies 
to  the  Boxoffice  survey  in  the  Omaha 
territory  are  coming  in  fast.  Exhibitors  are 
asked  to  fill  out  the  questionnaire  and  re- 
turn as  soon  as  possible  in  the  envelope 
provided.  It’s  all  for  the  good  of  the  in- 
dustry. 

Church  Attendance  Urged 
By  Circuit  on  Screens 

Minneapolis — Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
on  its  theatre  screens  is  urging  patrons  to 
attend  church  services.  This  is  in  line  with 
circuit’s  efforts  to  build  goodwill,  accord- 
ing to  Charlie  Winchell,  publicity  head. 

Trailers  ask  customers  to  attend  some 
church  or  other  on  Sunday.  They  declare 
that  if  there  were  more  consideration  of 
religion  there  probably  wouldn’t  be  the 
strife  and  turmoil  now  prevalent  in  Europe. 

John  J.  Friedl,  manager  of  the  chain, 
has  received  many  letters  of  thanks  and 
appreciation  for  launching  the  campaign. 


Toastmaster  Elson  Again 
Gets  Call  to  Perform 

Minneapolis — Bill  Elson,  whose  clever 
toastmastering  has  won  him  considerable 
of  a name  in  local  theatrical  circles,  has 
been  asked  to  be  toastmaster  at  the  25th 
anniversary  dinner  to  be  given  by  the  Twin 
City  stage  hands  and  operators’  unions  in 
St.  Paul  next  November. 


B.  M,  Montee  Succeeds 
Morehead  in  Beatrice 

Lincoln  — New  manager  reporting  for 
duty  in  this  territory  is  B.  M.  Montee,  for- 
merly of  the  Chanute  end  of  Fox  Midwest, 
now  in  Beatrice,  Neb.  He  replaces  Charles 
Morehead,  who  was  sent  to  Fort  Collins, 
Colo.,  which  moves  him  under  Rick 
Ricketson’s  Fox  Rocky  Mountain  division. 


Two  Gopher  Heroines 

Minneapolis — State  of  Minnesota  is  get- 
ting into  the  film  limelight  of  late.  Two 
recent  releases,  “Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris” 
and  “Second  Fiddle,”  have  had  heroines 
hailing  from  the  Gopher  state. 


Dies  in  Auto  Crash 

Lincoln — Frank  Gillette  sr.,  75,  father 
of  Frank  jr.,  the  Varsity  Theatre  opera- 
tor, was  killed  in  an  auto  crash  last  week. 
Mrs.  Gillette  was  badly  injured. 


Marxes  Finish  One 

Hollywood — Shooting  on  “The  Marx 
Bros,  at  the  Circus”  was  completed  this 
week  at  Metro,  the  film  going  into  the 
cutting  room.  Eddie  Buzzell  directed  for 
Producer  Mervyn  LeRoy,  with  Florence 
Rice  and  Kenny  Baker  in  featured  roles. 


fjAROLD  B.  JOHNSON,  Universal  branch 
manager,  in  Chicago  on  business  con- 
ference . . . Bill  Mussman,  20th-Fox  North 
Dakota  salesman,  fully  recovered  from  se- 
vere auto  accident  injuries  sustained  when 
his  car  had  a head-on  collision  with  a 
truck.  His  auto  was  demolished,  necessi- 
tating the  purchase  of  a new  one,  and 
Bill  was  lucky  to  escape  with  his  life  . . . 
Gene  Meredith  of  Warner  is  driving  to  the 
west  coast  with  Sheldon  Beise,  assistant 
University  of  Minnesota  football  coach. 
Their  wives  are  accompanying  them  on 
their  vacation. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
include  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls, 
Minn.;  Jack  Heyuyood,  New  Richmond, 
Wis.;  L.  Riddle,  Cottonwood,  Minn.;  Er- 
notte  Hiller,  Crookston,  Minn.;  Ray  Hiller, 
Marshall,  Minn.,  and  Ray  Blakeslie,  Med- 
ford, Wis.  . . . Lowell  Kaplan  and  Bill 
Evidon  of  the  Eddie  Ruben  and  Columbia 
offices,  respectively,  back  from  their  auto 
tour  of  California  and  intermediate  points. 
They  visited  most  of  the  studios  and  met 
many  of  the  film  beauties  at  Hollywood. 
Lowell  will  neither  affirm  nor  deny  a re- 
port that  he  was  a frequent  escort  of  Ann 
Sheridan,  the  “oomph’’  girl,  during  his  stay 
in  the  film  capital. 

Gertrude  Guimont  and  Helen  Pauly, 
Warner  pretties,  taking  the  boat  trip  from 
Duluth  to  Chicago  for  their  vacations  . . . 
Bill  Watmough,  a Filmrow  veteran,  off  to 
New  York  to  conquer  new  fields  . . , United 
Artists’  “Winter  Carnival”  played  the  Min- 
neapolis and  St.  Paul  Orpheums  day  and 
date  the  past  week  . . . Warner  screened 
“Each  Dawn  I Die”  and  the  boys  are  rav- 
ing . . . When  Gene  Meredith’s  auto  broke 
down  the  other  day  his  Warner  fellow 
workers  ribbed  him  by  posting  a “for  sale” 
notice.  “A  good  (?)  car  cheap — how  much 
am  I offered?”  the  sign  read. 

United  Artists  screened  “Four  Feathers’’ 
. . . “Buck”  Tidwell,  Warner  traveling  au- 
ditor, a visitor,  apparently  had  to  come 
all  the  way  to  Minneapolis  to  buy  a new 
auto  . . . Dorothy  Duray  of  Universal  of- 
fice staff  vacationing  in  northern  Minne- 
sota . . . Ben  Blotcky  of  Paramount  at- 
tended invitation  breakfasts  given  for  the 
governors  of  North  and  South  Dakota  at 
Fargo,  N.  D.,  and  Huron,  S.  D.,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  screenings  of  “Leading  Citi- 
zen.” 

John  Ash,  M-G-M  home  office  traveling 
auditor,  in  town  . . . Attendance  at  Para- 
mount’s screening  of  “Beau  Geste”  here 
for  exhibitors  and  newspaper  people  to- 
taled 647.  It  was  the  best  attended  screen- 
ing that  the  company  ever  has  held  . . . 
Barrett  Kiesling,  M-G-M’s  assistant  pub- 
licity director  at  Hollywood,  paid  Minne- 
apolis his  annual  visit  the  past  week.  The 
M-G-M  “Good  Will  Ambassador”  address- 
ed several  luncheon  clubs  and  was  inter- 
viewed over  the  radio  by  Cedric  Adams, 
Star  columnist.  From  here  he  went  to 
Fargo,  N.  D.,  and  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  to 
address  meetings  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  managers.  Morrie  Abrams,  local 
live-wire  M-G-M  exploiteer,  accompanied 
him. 

During  August  M-G-M  will  have  no  less 
than  five  pictures  in  loop  houses  here — 
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three  of  them  into  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  ace  theatre,  the  State.  The  trio 
is  “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever,”  “Lady 
of  the  Tropics”  and  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 
The  Orpheum  gets  “Stronger  Than  Desire” 
and  the  Gopher  “These  Glamour  Girls” 
. . . Now  they’re  wondering  whether  Char- 
lie Weiner’s  neckbands  are  big  enough 
because  his  face  has  been  so  red  with  sat- 
isfaction since  his  “Sidewalks  of  New 
York”  reopened  the  4,000-seaf  Minnesota 
. . . Phil  Dunas,  Columbia  district  mana- 
ger, back  to  Chicago  after  a week’s  busi- 
ness visit  here. 

Morrie  Abrams,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  was 
in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  and  Winona,  Minn., 
working  on  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  . . . The 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has  called  off 
its  annual  convention  scheduled  for  Breezy 
Point,  Minn.,  August  15  to  17  and,  instead, 
will  hold  regional  meetings  for  managers 
throughout  the  territory  . . . Leo  Sahlkin 
of  the  Consolidated  Booking  Office,  which 
books  the  Minnesota  theatre’s  vaudeville 
shows,  a visitor  . . . W.  A.  Steffes  wants  to 
bet  $100  to  $500,  or  $500  to  $2,500,  that 
Joe  Louis  will  not  go  through  his  next 
two  fights  undefeated  . . . Irene  Junger, 
Universal’s  head  inspectress,  bought  a new 
home  . . . Because  of  bad  business  lower 
loop  subsequent-run  dime  houses  consider- 
ing an  indefinite  closing. 


Orpheum  Reopens  Aug.  18 

Kansas  City  — The  Orpheum,  RKO’s 
downtown  first-run,  is  set  for  reopening 
with  “Bachelor  Mother”  August  18.  ’The 
house  will  be  managed  by  Lawrence  Leh- 
man, formerly  of  the  Mainstreet. 


A Short  Subject  Gives 
Holdrege  a Premiere 


Omaha — Pictured  (1  to  r)  are  Ted  Men- 
denhall, Paramoimt  exchange  manager  at 
Omaha;  Ed  Schoenthal,  manager  of  the 
Sun  at  Holdrege,  Neb.,  and  the  pilot. 

A Holdrege  doctor  was  featured  in  one 
of  the  “Unusual  Occupations”  shorts  made 
by  Paramount  because  he  was  the  first 
flying  doctor  in  the  nation. 

As  a fitting  touch,  Schoenthal  and  the 
pilot  flew  the  print  from  Omaha  to 
Holdrege  and  a big  celebration  was  held 
at  the  latter  town  in  the  doctor’s  honor. 


With  All  Trappings 


Des  Moines — Billy  Walker  and  his  cou- 
sin, Bud,  are  operating  what  they  hope  is 
the  first  of  a chain  of  children’s  neighbor- 
hood theatres  in  Des  Moines. 

Billy,  owner  of  the  eight-mm  machine 
and  manager-operator  of  the  Walker  & 
Walker  Garage  Theatre,  is  13.  Cousin  Bud, 
who  takes  tickets  and  sees  that  a high- 
class  victrola  overture  entertains  the  gath- 
ering audience  continuously,  is  10. 

To  date,  the  theatre  has  played  to 
SRO! 

“Our  show  is  air-conditioned  and  every 
kid  in  the  neighborhood  comes  to  escape 
the  heat,”  says  Billy  pointing  to  a fan 
blowing  over  a 50-pound  cake  of  ice. 

Walker  & Walker  also  credit  much  of 
their  success  to  the  reasonable  admission 
charge  of  three  cents;  the  attractive  five- 
cent  “Bank  Nite”  purse;  and  their  sterl- 
ing double-feature  program,  usually  a 
Mickey  Mouse  and  a western  thrilier. 

Says  Billy:  “No  moth-eaten  plots  come 
outa  this  here  projection  booth”  (it’s  a 
moth-proof  clothes  cabinet) . 

Says  Bud:  “We’re  in  this  fer  the  dough 
and  we  don’t  give  out  any  oakleys — not 
even  a cop  or  a newspaperman  gets  in 
without  upping  our  grosses  three  cents.” 

Signs  "Professor  I.  Q." 

Minneapolis — Minnesota  Theatre  has 
signed  up  “Professor  I.  Q.”  for  a weekly 
Tuesday  night  feature.  Appearance  is  un- 
der auspices  of  commercial  concern  for 
which  he  broadcasts  over  national  net- 
work and  includes  distribution  of  cash 
prizes  during  his  offering. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON,  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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JOXOFfICE  fills  all  my 

needs.  When  I start- 
ed  taking  it  f our 
years  ago,  I subscrib- 
ed to  five  other  trade 
magazines.  Now  I 
just  get  Boxoffice.^' 

— E.  L.  OschenbeiiiM 

STATE  THEATRE 
E.  LIVERPOOL.  OHIO 


P'L'luyn.  IxcLwi  ^nladnij 
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DETROIT'S  "OVERSEATING"  SITDATION  DRAWS 
COMMENT  FROM  ALARMED  INDUSTRY  LEADERS 


"Innocents,"  Often  Taken 
In  by  Promoters,  Warned 
To  Watch  Investments 


Schreiber  Charges  Michigan 
Coop  Monopolizes  Product 


By  H.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — The  problem  of  “overseating” 
in  Detroit  proper  draws  comment  from 
leading  exhibitors  who  long  have  viewed 
the  situation  with  no  little  alarm.  New 
houses,  two  of  them  in  the  neighborhood 
class,  are  now  under  consideration  here. 

Lew  Wisper,  head  of  Wisper  & Wets- 
man,  largest  local  independent  circuit,  tells 
Boxoffice: 

“We  have  discussed  this  expansion  prob- 
lem in  Detroit  with  other  local  leaders  and 
all  are  of  the  opinion  there  is  no  room  for 
additional  theatres  at  the  present  time  be- 
cause of  general  overseating.” 

“In  the  discussions  we  have  had,  every 
exhibitor  has  agreed  it  is  time  that  a halt 
was  called  to  any  theatre  building  for 
awhile.  We  have  no  way  of  even  trying 
to  stop  anyone  from  building,  but  just  from 
general  discussion,  I feel  certain  that  a 
careful  investigation  will  substantiate  the 
fact  that  there  is  ‘overseating’  in  this 
area.” 

Representatives  of  leading  independent 
circuits,  as  well  as  of  United  Detroit  The- 
atres, are  agreed  on  this  point,  Wisper 
says. 

Sold  False  Notions 

The  main  danger  of  new  construction  is 
an  investment  in  the  business  by  “inno- 
cents” or  would-be  investors  who  know 
nothing  of  the  business,  but  who  have  been 
sold  the  notion  that  a theatre  in  some 
neighborhood  should  be  a money-maker, 
and  accordingly  proceed  to  sink  their  fimds 
into  it.  The  dangers  of  this  situation  can- 
not be  too  strongly  emphasized,  according 
to  Carl  Buermele,  general  manager  of  Co- 
Operative  Theatres,  who  declares: 

“The  real  danger  lies  in  the  many  in- 
vestors who  may  be  ‘taken  in’  through  not 
knowing  the  business  locally.  There  are  a 
number  of  such  theatrical  promotions  un- 
der way  locally  now,  and,  in  some  cases, 
there  have  been  financial  difficulties  even 
before  the  houses  have  been  completed.” 

“Some  of  it  is  due  to  imscrupulous  pro- 
moters ‘high-pressuring’  innocent  invest- 
ors, making  them  absurd  promises  of  rich 
rewards  in  the  show  business.  The  stock 
promotion  worked  on  these  ‘innocent’  in- 
vestors is  so  arranged  that  if  the  house 
should  ‘go  over’  through  some  lucky,  un- 
foreseen combination  of  circumstances,  the 
promoter  holds  control  and  the  victim  loses 
either  way.  These  ‘fast-ones’  could  not  put 
this  type  of  deal  over  on  anyone  experi- 
enced in  the  industry  locally,  ergo,  the  vic- 
tim is  picked  from  the  ranks  of  the  ‘in- 
nocent’ uninitiated.” 

Buermele  adds:  “A  wise  investor  should 
carefully  check  the  possibilities  of  any  deal 
before  making  such  an  investment  as  the 
experience  of  recent  years  in  Detroit  is 


Detroit  — Charging  violation  of  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  act  and  monopoliza- 
tion of  the  product  situation  here,  Ray 
Schreiber  of  Midwest  Theatre  Co.  has  filed 
a suit  against  Co-Operative  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  Inc.,  its  officers,  directors  and 
individual  members  for  $200,000. 

Schreiber,  who  recently  took  over  the 
theatres  from  his  brother,  Jake,  charges 
that  the  defendants  are  “combining,  con- 
sidering and  conspiring  to  prevent  the 
plaintiff  from  obtaining  a license  to  dis- 
play motion  picture  films  manufactured  by 
the  major  distributors  in  open  competition 
with  its  natural  competitors.” 

The  action  springs  from  preference  air 
legedly  shown  in  distributor  contracts  to 
the  Roxy  and  Mayfair  theatres,  owned  by 
Ben  and  Lou  Cohen,  Co-Operative  mem- 
bers, and  competitive  to  Schreiber’s  Colo- 
nial and  Majestic.  Schreiber  also  operates 
New  Blackstone,  Garden  and  Forest  here. 

Buying  Power  "Restraint" 

The  specific  charge  is  made  that  the  al- 
leged conspiracy  is  carried  out  by  vesting 
the  sole  bargaining  right  in  Co-Operative 
for  dealing  with  distributors  in  behalf  of 
individual  members  and  that  the  “pur- 
pose of  vesting  the  sole  bidding  in  Co- 
Operative  is  to  tender  each  distributor  a 
contract  amounting  to  many  thousands  of 
dollars  in  excess  of  that  offered  by  the 
plaintiff,  thereby  creating  an  undue  re- 
straint in  the  plaintiff’s  right  to  compete 
with  his  natural  competitors  on  interstate 
commerce.” 

The  petition  sets  out  that  the  Majestic 
and  Colonial  theatres  are  “old  and  es- 
tablished houses  and  have  existed  for  more 
than  20  years”  and  that  up  to  1932  had 
always  enjoyed  a key  run.  In  that  year 
Ben  and  Lou  Cohen  built  the  Roxy  The- 
atre and  shortly  thereafter  the  Mayfair. 
They  then,  Schreiber  charges,  became 
members  of  Co-Operative  with  the  result 
that  the  Colonial  and  Majestic  key  runs 
have  been  destroyed.  It  charges  that  Co- 
Operative,  being  “placed  in  a position  of 
being  able  to  control  the  actions  of  film 
distributors  and  to  dictate  to  whom  they 
sell,”  advised  the  individual  distributors 
that  imless  the  Roxy  and  Mayfair  obtain- 


all  against  the  investment  safety  of  such 
promotions.  There  have  been  many  mil- 
lions of  dollars  lost  this  way  in  this  city 
in  the  last  ten  years  or  so,  and  there  is  no 
need  to  make  the  total  even  larger. 

“Too  many  partly  completed  theatre 
structures  have  been  converted  into  stores 
and  garages  by  the  receivers  of  such  ‘lost’ 
ventures  to  be  encouraging  to  a wise  in- 
vestor,” he  concludes. 


ed  prior  runs  and  preferential  treatment  in 
rentals  Co-Operative  would  not  permit  any 
members  to  buy  the  distributor’s  product. 
The  petition  argues  that,  therefore,  the 
plaintiff  is  pitted  in  bidding  against  the 
more  than  90  theatres  which  are  members 
of  Co-Operative  instead  of  his  individual 
“natural  competitors.” 

Schreiber  asks,  in  addition  to  $200,000 
damages,  an  injunction  to  prevent  nego- 
tiation of  any  contracts  by  Co-Operative 
in  behalf  of  its  members  and  specifically 
demands  that  the  defendants  be  enjoined 
from  cooperative  booking  under  any  single 
individual  in  competition  with  contracts 
offered  by  the  Midwest  Theatre  Co. 

Set  forth  in  the  petition  are  the  follow- 
ing comparative  figures  Schreiber  charges 
constituted  film  rentals  for  Warner  and 
First  National  pictures  at  his  Colonial  and 
Majestic  and  defendants’  (Cohen)  Roxy 
and  Mayfair  when  a product  splitup  deal 


was  consummated: 

Colonial 

Roxy 

WB 

WB 

3 at  $355.00 

3 

at  $290.00 

5 at  305.00 

5 

at  255.00 

18  at  60.00 

18 

at  65.00 

Majestic 

Mayfair 

FN 

FN 

3 at  $355.00 

3 

at  $187.50 

5 at  305.00 

5 

at  102.50 

18  at  70.00 

18 

at  37.50 

And  for  second  runs 

on  the  same  split 

deal,  the  following: 

Majestic 

Mayfair 

WB 

FN 

3 at  $ 65.00 

3 

at  $ 62.50 

18  at  46.00 

5 

at  42.50 

18 

at  22.50 

Michigan  Sponsored  Films 
Called  Off  for  30  Days 

Detroit — Sponsored  shows  in  Michigan 
have  been  virtually  called  off  for  30  days, 
N.  D.  Reiss,  sales  manager  of  Modern 
Talking  Picture  Service,  tells  Boxoffice. 

The  shows  have  been  held  in  theatre- 
less towns  in  recent  months,  arousing  some 
antagonism  from  local  exhibitors,  although 
the  policy  followed  by  exhibitors  serviced 
by  the  Reiss  organization  has  been  to  avoid 
any  conflict  with  theatres. 

Automotive  manufacturers  have  been 
among  the  big  sponsors  of  such  shows, 
it  is  understood. 

No  reason  is  given  for  the  sudden  with- 
drawal of  the  shows  in  this  territory.  Plans 
after  the  30-day  suspension  of  activities 
remain  uncertain. 


"Earthbound"  to  Lawson 

Hollywood — John  Howard  Lawson  has 
been  assigned  to  script  “Earthbound”  for 
20th  Century-Fox. 
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Two  Motions  Parry 
Tax  Suit  in  Ohio 

Columbus — Separate  dilatory  motions 
were  filed  Tuesday  by  Carlton  Dargusch 
(ITO)  and  Robert  Barton  (MPPDA)  in  the 
two  taxpayers’  suits  involving  non-pay- 
ment of  sales  tax  on  film  rentals. 

The  motions,  merely  questioning  the  ne- 
cessity of  certain  wordage  used  in  the 
original  suits,  obviously  were  intended  to 
delay  action. 

The  court  approved  Frank  Ferguson,  ex- 
hibitor, for  the  ITO,  and  Universal  and 
Cleveland  Tlieatres,  Inc.,  for  the  MPPDA, 
as  “interested  parties.” 

Judges  of  the  Franklin  county  court  of 
appeals  presently  are  vacationing,  conse- 
quently it  will  probably  be  a couple  of 
weeks  before  a trial  date  is  set  for  the  fall 
term  of  com’t. 


Cleveland  Theatres  Show 
Attendance  Increase 

Cleveland — Attendance  at  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  in  this  territory  is  on  the 
up-and-up.  Exhibitors  of  Cleveland  and 
of  surrounding  towns  report  that  July  busi- 
ness was  better  than  June  business.  They 
also  report  that  the  combination  of  a cool 
night  and  a fairly  good  picture  can  be 
counted  on  to  attract  an  average  audience. 
This  is  a big  improvement  over  last  month 
when  neither  favorable  weather,  outstand- 
ing screen  entertainment  nor  premiums 
could  coax  the  paying  public  into  the  the- 
atres. 

Tlie  general  exhibitor  outlook  is  much 
more  optimistic  than  it  has  been  at  any 
time  during  the  past  six  months. 

First-run  business  has  shown  a corres- 
ponding improvement  with  the  attendant 
optimistic  outlook. 


Blatts'  Liberty  at  Mercer 
Set  to  Open  Sept.  1 

Mercer,  Pa. — New  Liberty  Theatre  con- 
struction is  progressing  rapidly  and  the 
opening  is  now  expected  around  Septem- 
ber 1,  according  to  the  Blatt  brothers,  own- 
ers. The  former  Liberty  Theatre  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  last  winter.  A new  front, 
separate  from  the  old  building  and  which 
was  not  badly  damaged,  replaces  the  old 
front  and  will  feature  a modern  marquee. 
Seating  capacity  of  the  old  house  was  500 
while  750  seats  will  be  installed  in  the 
new  building. 


Columbia  Sales  Ahead 

Cleveland — Lester  Zucker.  local  Colum- 
bia branch  manager,  reports  new  season 
sales  ahead  of  last  year  at  a comparable 
period.  Deals  have  been  closed  with  all 
important  circuits  in  the  territory,  includ- 
ing Schine  and  Shea. 


United  Sound  Systems  Moves 

Detroit — United  Sound  Systems  Co.  has 
moved  into  new  quarters  at  5840  Second 
Blvd.  here.  James  V.  Siracuse  is  head  of 
the  company. 


Kalaiat  Leaves  CMPEA 
Labor  Committee 

Cleveland — The  resignation  of  John 
Kalafat  as  chairman  of  the  organiza- 
tion's labor  committee  was  accepted 
Tuesday  at  a meeting  of  the  Cleve- 
land Motion  Picture  Exhibitors’  Ass'n, 
called  to  discuss  a new  scale  for  oper- 
ators to  replace  the  one  expiring  the 
end  of  this  month.  Kalafat  had  been 
in  the  post  25  years. 


ITO  Surveys  Sales 
Policies  in  Ohio 


Columbus — The  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  Ohio  is  making  a survey  of  the 
sales  policies  of  distributors  in  this  state. 
A questionnaire  sent  to  members  through- 
out the  state  seeks  accurate  information 
and  asks  the  following  questions; 

(1)  Are  distributors  forcing  shorts  either 
directly  or  by  insisting  upon  a contract  for 
shorts  before  discussing  features; 

(2)  Are  distributors  forcing  foreign  pic- 
tures, reissues  or  westerns; 

(3)  Are  distributors  insisting  on  in- 
creased flat  rentals  and/or  increase  in  the 
number  of  percentage  pictures  to  offset 
possible  loss  from  exercise  by  exhibitors  of 
the  proposed  cancellation  privilege. 

(4)  Are  distributors  offering  special  in- 
ducements to  waive  the  cancellation  privi- 
lege. 

(5)  Are  distributors  waiving  guarantees 
and  selling  on  straight  percentage  in  order 
to  secure  preferred  playing  time. 

(6)  Are  distributors  adding  score  charges 
to  flat  rentals  or  increasing  film  rentals 
to  equal  the  amount  of  score  charges 
formerly  paid  on  percentage  pictures. 

(7)  Have  distributors  discontinued  na- 
tional allocations  thus  retarding  free  use 
of  the  cancellation  privilege  and  restrict- 
ing the  same  to  the  lowest  bracket. 


Manos  Takes  Over  Palace, 
Tarentum:  to  Remodel 

Tarentum,  Pa. — Manos  Enterprises,  Inc., 
has  purchased  the  Palace  Theatre  here, 
according  to  Michael  Manos,  president. 
Plans  have  been  drawn  for  extensive  re- 
modeling. 

The  property  and  equipment  was  pur- 
chased at  sheriff  sale  and  as  soon  as  the 
title  is  properly  registered  the  moderniza- 
tion will  be  started.  Manos  said  the 
name  would  be  changed  to  the  Manos 
Theatre.  Interior  will  be  newly  decorated, 
new  seats  and  other  equipment  and  fix- 
tures will  be  installed. 

Manos  reported  progress  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  theater  at  Jeanette. 
He  will  vacation  next  week  and  then  at- 
tend to  other  new  theatre  construction 
with  first  attention  at  Blairsville. 

The  Tarentum  house  was  formerly  own- 
ed by  Mrs.  Marie  McGinley  Myers  and 
Mrs.  Lefkowitz  and  had  been  operated  for 
a number  of  years  by  William  L.  Brown, 


Liquor  Store  Films 
Meet  Opposition 

Detroit — A plan  to  set  up  motion  pic- 
ture projectors  in  state-operated  liquor 
stores  (retail)  is  meeting  with  serious  op- 
position from  the  federal  government.  Ac- 
cording to  a contract  between  the  liquor 
control  commission  of  Michigan  and  the 
Universal  Poster  Display,  Inc.,  the  pro- 
jectors would  be  set  up  in  the  stores  to 
advertise  liquors. 

W.  S.  Alexander,  federal  alcohol  ad- 
ministrator, receiving  a complaint  from 
an  unknown  source,  indicates  such  a con- 
tract would  be  construed  as  violating  the 
law  against  a manufacturer  subsidizing 
a retailer  in  any  way  and  that  prosecution 
would  result. 


Editor  Cites  5 Reasons 
Against  Free  Shows 

Cleveland — Motion  picture  theatre  own- 
ers have  suffered  in  silence  competition 
of  free  film  shows  in  the  small  towns,  but 
it  took  the  editor  of  a small  town  news- 
paper to  go  on  record  as  opposing  them 
and  giving  his  reasons  for  his  opposition. 

“So  far  as  we  can  see,”  says  this  news- 
paper editor,  “the  free  movie  each  Satur- 
day night  does  several  things  as  follows: 
(1)  Keeps  people  awake  in  the  adjoining 
neighborhood  and  is  therefore  a nuisance 
generally;  (2)  Keeps  children  out  of  bed 
later  than  they  should  be;  (3)  Draws 
trade  away  from  stores;  (4)  Competes  with 
a legitimate  enterprise  which  operates 
year-round  and  brings  trade  to  the  com- 
munity, and  (5)  Provides  very  bum  en- 
tertainment at  best.” 


Former  Lando-Grand  Is 
Reopened  by  Dascalos 

Pittsburgh — Tlie  Central  Theatre,  for- 
merly the  Lando-Grand,  Center  Ave.,  was 
opened  Sunday  under  the  management 
of  Steve  Dascalos,  former  Wilkinsburg 
and  Rankin  exhibitor.  The  house  has  been 
remodeled  extensively  and  new  fixtures  and 
equipments  have  been  installed.  Admission 
price  is  10  and  15  cents,  the  policy  being 
second  and  third-run  pictures. 


Discuss  lATSE  Scale 

Cleveland — Cleveland  motion  picture  ex- 
hibitors are  holding  meetings  with  local 
officials  of  the  lATSE  to  discuss  the 
terms  of  a new  operators’  scale.  The  cur- 
rent two-year  scale  expires  August  31.  It 
is  reported  that  the  independent  theatre 
owners  are  asking  for  a reduction. 


A Second  Change 

Cleveland — 'The  Superior  Theatre  here, 
recently  sold  by  Meyer  Kaplan  to  Ben  L. 
Cohen  of  Pittsburgh,  has  again  changed 
hands.  The  new  owner  is  Henry  Barden 
of  this  city.  Kaplan  continues  as  manag- 
ing director. 
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ITO  of  W.  Va.  fo  Elect 


Officers  Sepf.  26. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Election  of  new  of- 
ficers will  feature  the  first  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  West  Virginia  at  the  Waldo  Hotel 
here,  Tuesday,  September  26.  Business  ses- 
sion will  be  called  to  order  at  1 p.  m.,  with 
R.  J.  “Riney”  Hiehle,  president,  presiding. 

Danny  Davis,  chairman  of  the  conven- 
tion committee,  states  that  “there  will  be 
fun,  frolic,  gayety  and  surprises  galore.” 
Banquet  will  be  at  7:30  o’clock  and  a 
Motion  Picture  Ball  is  scheduled  at  9:30. 
Registration  fee  of  $5  includes  the  banquet 
for  exhibitor  and  wife  or  lady  friend. 

Film  and  supply  men  of  Pittsburgh  and 
many  independent  exhibitors  of  western 
Pennsylvania  will  attend  the  banquet  and 
dance,  according  to  Richard  Marks  of  this 
city,  vice-president  of  the  ITO. 

C.  C.  Kellenberg  of  20th-Fox  has  been 
appointed  as  Pittsburgh  chairman  for  the 
convention.  Tickets  will  be  available  from 
him.  A number  of  the  Pittsburgh  film 
men  and  exhibitors  are  considering  char- 
tering a special  bus  to  bring  them  to 
Clarksburg. 

Industry  representatives  from  Cincinnati 
and  Cleveland  also  are  expected  to  at- 
tend the  ITO’s  first  big  shindig. 


Detroit  Equipment  Jobs 
Are  Off  During  Summer 

Detroit — Although  several  major  equip- 
ment installations  in  new  theatres  are  be- 
ing completed  in  the  territory,  remodeling 
has  been  off  somewhat  this  summer.  Bulk 
of  reported  business  in  recent  weeks  has 
gone  to  National  Theatre  Supply’s  De- 
troit branch. 

Among  jobs  reported  by  this  firm  was 
one  for  new  sound  and  projection  equip- 
ment for  two  auditoriums  in  the  new 
$1,500,000  high  school  in  Grosse  Pointe, 
suburb. 

Phelps  & Bernard!,  architects,  are  in- 
stalling a new  modernistic  front  on  the 
Grande  for  the  Lancaster  circuit. 


Memorial  in  Press  Club 
To  Honor  Butterfield 

Detroit — The  memory  of  the  late  Col. 
W.  S.  Butterfield,  founder  of  the  circuit 
bearing  his  name,  will  be  perpetuated  in 
a memorial — a Butterfield  room — at  the 
new  Lansing  Press  Club  at  Lansing,  Mich. 

Furnishings  for  the  room  were  donated 
by  Edward  C.  Beatty,  president  of  the  But- 
terfield circuit. 

Among  theatre  members  of  the  Club  are 
Frank  H.  Butterfield,  manager  of  the 
Strand,  and  John  H.  Ross,  manager  of  the 
Orpheum  and  Garden  at  Lansing. 


PTA  Film  Chairman 

Detroit — Mrs.  Wayne  Mhor  of  Detroit 
has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  and  visual  education  commit- 
tee of  the  Parent-Teachers  Ass’n.  She 
serves  one  year. 


LOUIS  KRIEGER,  pioneer  film  man  who 
has  retui-ned  to  the  industry  here,  offer- 
ing “Crisis,”  “Mayerling,”  “Grand  Illu- 
sion” and  other  outstanding  productions, 
has  acquired  a dozen  more  pictures  for  the 
local  market  and  is  negotiating  for  another 
larger  group.  Krieger,  who  entered  the 
business  here  31  years  ago,  is  manager  of 
International  Pictures  Distributing  Co., 
Inc.,  which  has  opened  offices  at  1022 
Forbes  St. 

Jimmy  Stewart,  M-G-M’s  fair-haired 
boy,  visited  his  home  in  Indiana,  Pa.,  last 
week.  He  took  his  parents  to  the  Mountain 
Playhouse  in  Jennerstomn  and  was  mobbed 
by  autograph  hounds  . . . “Bud”  Friedman, 
manager  of  the  WB  Harris-Etna  Theatre, 
flew  to  the  coast  last  weekend  for  a vaca- 
tion with  his  mother  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Louis  Michael  will  vacation  at  the  World’s 
Fair  next  week  . . . Charles  Eagle,  Stan- 
ley Theatre  manager,  is  vacationing  in 
the  mountains  of  Kentucky  as  he  con- 
valesces from  his  recent  illness  and  opera- 
tion . . . Charles  Aiken,  former  Republic 
sales  representative  here,  and  a film  sales- 
man in  southern  states  for  six  months, 
was  a visitor. 


position  . . . John  A.  Reilly  jr.,  son  of  the 
manager  at  Dave  Left’s  Metropolitan  The- 
atre, has  joined  the  house  staff  at  the 
New  Oakland  Theatre  as  assistant  to  Tom 
Gilbert.  Reilly  sr.  is  a grandfather  for  the 
fourth  time,  his  son  Elmer’s  wife  having 
given  birth  to  a daughter,  Maryann  . . . 
Among  those  vacationing  this  week  were 
Marcella  Lavelle,  20th-Fox  telephone  op- 
erator; Frank  Silverman  and  Mary  Rice, 
Columbia;  William  Conway  and  Harry 
Rupp,  New  Universal;  Nelle  Reinstein  and 
Alice  Cunningham,  Warner;  Sabina  Mal- 
testa.  Paramount;  June  Patterson,  UA; 
Virginia  Alexander  and  August  Gonlin, 
Republic. 

J.  B.  Christy  was  in  from  Tidioute  and 
reported  that  Mrs.  Christy  is  well  again 
following  an  appendectomy  . . . Charlie 
Szeivczky  of  Boswell  has  taken  to  golf 
in  a big  way  ...  A Roosevelt  Theatre  pa- 
tron has  entered  suit  against  Mark  Browar 
in  connection  with  a gift  award.  Browar 
states  that  the  patron  didn’t  make  him,- 
self  knoivn  in  time  to  receive  the  cash 
prize  . . . M.  A.  Rosenberg  and  Fred  J. 
Herrington  are  completing  arrangements 
for  the  annual  MPTO  convention,  which 


K.  P.  Kostan,  son-in-law  of  Michael 
Manos,  was  taken  to  Ocean  City  for  several 
days  and  was  then  to  return  to  a New 
York  hospital.  Kostan,  a physician  and 
partner  with  Manos  in  the  operation  of  the 
Manos  Theatre,  Elkins.  Va.,  is  the  man 
who  walked  into  an  open  elevator  shaft 
on  the  17th  floor  of  a New  York  hotel 
last  December  and  miraculously  lived  to 
tell  the  tale.  He  grabbed  a cable  wire  and 
held  on  in  the  fall,  tearing  most  of  the 
flesh  from  his  hands  on  the  descent.  He 
will  be  a hospital  patient  for  three  years. 

Two  local  Warner  theatre  managers  were 
hitched  this  week:  Martin  Shearn  of  the 
Cameraphone  being  wed  to  Louise  Mueller, 
and  Henry  Sutton  of  the  Regent  taking 
Geraldine  Leiber  as  his  bride  . . . Catherine 
Bohn  Flanagan  of  Republic  is  vacation- 
ing . . . Variety  Club’s  outing  at  Camp 
O’Connell  Monday  afternoon  and  evening 
was  attended  by  approximately  120  bark- 
ers and  friends.  No  prizes  were  awarded,  as 
planned,  the  fund  being  donated  to  Camp 
O’Connell  which  is  conducted  for  under- 
privileged boys  of  the  Hill  district  . . . 
Jack  Marks,  veteran  Clarksburg  exhibitor, 
passed  the  three  score  and  ten  years  last 
week.  Many  happy  returns  of  the  day  to 
you.  Jack. 

Allegheny  county’s  annual  free  fair  at 
South  Park  opens  August  29  for  a week 
of  competitions  and  displays  illustrative 
of  our  resources  and  achievements.  The 
fair  has  attained  in  a few  years  a posi- 
tion in  the  community  life  comparable 
to  that  held  several  decades  ago  by  the 
now  defunct  Western  Pennsylvania  Ex- 


THEATRE WANTED 

Independent  will  take  L,ong-Term  I,ease. 
Prefer  Pennsylvania  city  of  10,000  to  25,000 
population.  Pet  us  hear  from  you.  Write: 
Box  85,  BOXOFFICE,  1701  Blvd.  of  the 
Allies,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


(Continued  on  page  77) 


HERE’S  A ROADSIDE 
WEED [FAST  BECOMING 
A NATIONAL  MENACE 

1 • 

Highi  School  Girls 

PMtras 

/inspired  by 

BREEDING  LUST, 
MURDER,  INSANITY 

Jlr'S'EEplSI 


(marihuana) 


Distributed  by 

MONOGRAM  PICTURES,  Inc. 

Mark  Goldman,  Mgr. 

8G  Van  Braam  Street  — ATlontic  3635 

PITTSBURGH 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


75 


1ID>  IE  T R €>  III  T Variely  Golf  Tourney 


TACK  BRODER'S  Time  Theatre  Co.  will 
* build  a new  700-seat  house  on  Jefferson 
Ave.,  two  blocks  from  the  Cinderella  . . . 
Mike  Victor  is  getting  to  be  a habit.  One 
day  we  have  lunch  with  him,  the  next  day 
he  drives  us  to  work. 

Frank  Stuart  is  supervising  the  reseat- 
ing job  at  the  Majestic  . . . Ed  Kirchner 
and  Jack  Saxe  have  returned  from  their 
vacations — but  separately. 

Bob  Fisher  took  Bill  Plemion  out  to  a 
ball  game  . . . Carl  Zipper,  Excellent  book- 
er, nearly  started  a fire  in  the  exchange 
by  throwing  his  lighted  cigaret  into  the 
wastebasket.  Now  he  smokes  a pipe. 

Jacob  Boodman  has  moved  headquarters 
of  Film  Cleaning  Service  to  Grand  Na- 
tional offices  on  account  of  crowded  con- 
ditions at  Excellent  . . . Bill  Flemion’s  of- 
fice secret  is  out.  He  uses  an  electric  razor 
there. 

Thomas  J.  Sullivan  is  putting  a mod- 
ernistic front  on  the  Grande.  He  just  re- 
turned from  the  New  York  Fair.  His  son, 
Dallas,  recently  named  assistant  manager 
of  the  Grande,  is  off  for  the  mountains 
in  Alabama. 

Dave  Diamond  has  a new  motto:  “All 
quiet  on  the  summer  front”  . . . Charlie 
Curtis  has  moved  his  booking  office  to 
1224  Michigan  Theatre  Bldg.  . . . Jane  Ja- 
cob is  the  new  addition  at  the  remodeled 
Jules  Klein  office. 

Earl  Hudson,  UDT  exploitation  chief, 
says  somebody  is  always  waiting  for  a 
woman.  He’s  putting  a sign  on  the  dark 
United  Artists  Theatre  reading  “Reopens 
in  August  with  ‘The  Women’.’’ 

Thomas  Smale,  operator,  and  Theresa 
Geczy,  cashier,  at  the  Grande  stole  a march 
on  everyone  by  going  off  to  Fort  Wayne, 
Did.,  and  marrying.  The  bride  is  keeping 
house  . . . Chuck  Stanley  and  wife  have 
joined  United  Booking  Ass’n. 

Madeline  Coleman  is  new  biller  at  20th- 
Fox,  replacing  Dorothy  Lemire,  who  left 
because  of  poor  health  . . . Mac  Krim  is 
selling  his  own  acting  now.  He  booked 
“Softball,”  in  which  he  appears,  into  the 
Lasky,  which  he  owns. 

Pete  Simon  jr.  is  down  to  a.  wee  217  . . . 
J.  Ollie  Brooks  returned  from  his  vaca- 
tion near  Lindsay.  Ont.,  with  a swell  sun- 
tan . . . Irving  Pollard  is  figuring  out  plans 
for  that  Bowling  League  outing. 


It's 

“MUTINY  ON  THE  ELSINORE" 

For 

WARNER  BROS.,  SHEA,  RKO,  LOEW'S 
and  other  Circuits. 

BOOK  THIS— 

The  Best  Known  of  All  JACK  LONDON 
Stories.  Filmed  in  Wonderful  Style. 
PAUL  LUKAS  heads  the  cast. 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges/  Inc. 
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Draws  Top  Crowd 


Cleveland — Everything,  even  the  weath- 
er, favored  the  annual  Variety  golf  tourna- 
ment at  the  Beechmont  Country  Club  with 
the  largest  attendance  on  record.  Rain, 
threatening  all  day,  held  off  until  golf- 
ers were  in  from  the  links  and  had  their 
feet  under  the  tables. 

Under  the  general  chairmanship  of 
“Duke”  Clark,  Paramount  branch  mana- 
ger, everything  went  off  like  clockwork. 
There  were  more  prizes  this  year  than  ever 
before,  and  almost  all  guests  were  lucky 
door  prize  winners. 

Manny  Landers,  popular  orchestra  lead- 
er, took  the  lowest  gross  score  and  M.  B. 
Horwitz,  theatre  circuit  owner,  held  the 
lowest  net  score. 

Prize  winners  are  as  follows: 

Lo-w'est  score,  trophy  by  Philip  & Leroy 

Kendis,  Manny  Landers;  second  lowest  gross 
score,  bridge  set  by  American  Seating  Co.,  Jack 
Shulman. 

Lowest  number  of  putts,  electric  shaver  by 
Super  Suction  Cleaner,  Manny  Landers;  second 

lowest  number  of  putts,  three  golf  balls  by  Vallen, 
Inc.,  Chas.  Ginsberg. 

Highest  number  of  putts,  flashlight  by  Nat’l 
Carbon  Co.,  Joe  Minsky;  second  highest  number 
of  putts,  flashlight  by  Nat’l  Carbon  Co.,  Les  Irwin. 

Most  fours,  gloves  by  Schine  Bros.,  Paul  Ellis; 

second  most  fours,  three  golf  balls  by  Walken 

Bros.,  Salem,  O..  Henry  Greenberger. 

Most  fives,  gloves  by  Schine  Bros.,  Dick  Deutsch; 
second  most  fives,  three  golf  balls  by  Walken 

Bros.,  Jack  Jossey. 

Most  sixes,  three  golf  balls  by  Art  Guild  Stu- 
dios. Albert  Shulman;  second  most  sixes,  razor 
and  blades  by  Schaeffer  Blade  Corp.,  A.  M.  Good- 
man. 

Most  sevens,  three  golf  balls  by  Art  Guild  Stu- 
dios. Lou  Walters;  second  most  sevens,  razor  and 
blades  by  Schaeffer  Blade  Corp.,  W.  C.  Kunzmann. 

Most  pars,  slack  suit  by  Nat  Wolf,  president  Va- 
riety club.  Jack  Shulman. 

Most  birdies,  duffle  bag  by  P.  L.  Tanner,  Eddie 
Brauer. 

I.owest  total  on  par  3 hole,  box  of  cigars  by 
Film  Bldg.  Cigar  Store,  Henry  Greenberger;  sec- 
ond lowest  total  on  par  3 hole,  service  by  Film 
Bldg.  Barber  Shop.  Max  Jacobs. 

Highest  total  on  par  3,  razor  and  blades  by 
Schaeffer  Blade  Corp.,  Joe  Leavitt;  second  highest 
total  on  par  3,  razor  and  blades  by  Schaeffer 
Blade  Corp.,  Leonard  Halper;  third  high  total  on 
par  3,  razor  and  blades  by  Schaeffer  Blade  Corp., 
Charles  Albert;  fourth  highest  total  on  par  3, 
razor  and  blades  by  Schaeffer  Blade  Corp.,  Myer 
Fine. 

Booby  for  highest  gross,  two  golf  balls  by 
Art  Guild  Studios,  Peter  Klein;  second  booby  for 
highest  gross,  ®ne  golf  ball  by  Art  Guild  Studios, 
Bert  Steam. 

Best  dressed  golfer,  manicure  set  by  N.  R. 
Cornsweet,  M.  B.  Horwitz. 

Poorest  dressed  golfer,  pretzel  stand  by  Noss 
Pretzel  Co.,  Dr.  A.  Bubis. 

First  blind  poker  tournament,  auto  dex  by 
General  Register,  E.  S.  Johnson;  second  blind 
poker  tournament,  auto  dex  by  General  Register, 
Joe  Oulahan. 

BUND  BOGEY 

Duffle  by  J.  J.  Maloney  & Frank  Drew,  Eddie 
Johnson;  Evening  Set  by  “A  Friend,”  Dick 
Deutsch;  Parker  Pen  and  Pencil  by  Bernstein- 
Fellinger,  Inc.,  John  Kalafat;  Gloves,  $7.50  by 
Schine  Bros.,  H.  E.  Henderson;  Gloves,  $7.50  by 
Schine  Bros.,  Nat  Wolf;  Gloves,  $7.50  by  Schine 
Bros.,  “Buck”  Stoner;  six  Golf  Balls  by  Hertner 
Electric  Co.,  M.  S.  Fine;  six  Golf  Balls  by  Hert- 
ner Electric  Co.,  Milton  Mooney;  six  Golf  Balls 
by  Hertner  Electric  Co.,  F.  H.  Plathaway;  six  Golf 
Balls  by  Hertner  Electric  Co.,  Ed  Bang;  Electric 
Clock  by  Berio  Vending  Co.,  Frank  Drew;  Cock- 
tail Shaker,  Berio  Vending  Co.,  Charles  Albert; 
Gloves,  $7.50  by  Schine  Bros.,  Lou  Walters;  six 
golf  balls  by  L.  C.  Gross  & E.  S.  Johnson,  Jack 
Jossey;  six  Golf  Balls  by  L.  C.  Gross  & E.  S. 
Johnson,  Sam  LIchter. 


Orphan  to  Premiere 

Detroit — Linda  Ware  (Beverly  Jane 
Stillwagon),  Detroit’s  singing  starlet,  who 
is  co-featured  with  Bing  Crosby  in  “The 
Star  Maker,”  has  invited  a local  orphan 
girl  to  visit  Hollywood  as  her  guest  when 
the  film  is  premiered  there  August  23. 


CKMCllMMATll 

QVER  100  barkers  and  guests  attended 
Queen  City  Variety  Club’s  “members’ 
picnic,”  at  the  Summit  Hills  Country  Club, 
Dixie  Highway.  Harris  Dudelson  was  chair- 
man of  the  day.  Charley  Fine,  Empire 
Theatre,  proudly  watched  Junior  Fine,  who 
is  two  years  old,  draw  the  winning  com- 
b' nation  tickets  and  Mrs.  Andy  Nieden- 
thal  and  Col.  Harry  “Pop”  Wessel  did  a 
dancing  specialty. 

Beautiful  prizes  are  pouring  in  for  the 
annual  Variety  Golf  stag  tournament  at 
Summit  Hills,  August  21.  Tickets  are  $5 
and  includes  luncheon  and  dinner. 

Another  outing  in  the  offing  is  that  of 
M-G-M’s  “Pep”  club,  which  will  picnic  at 
LeSourdesville,  August  7.  'Their  Barrett 
Kiesling,  publicity  representative  from  the 
studios,  addressed  the  Pep  Club  at  its 
monthly  meeting  in  the  exchange,  this 
week. 

Joe  Spieker,  manager  of  the  Freeman 
Theatre  here,  died  suddenly  of  a heart  at- 
tack. Mr.  Spieker  was  48  years  old. 

Martin  Shear,  manager  of  the  Strand 
and  Hippodrome,  Newport,  Ky.,  announced 
changes  in  the  Strand  schedule,  which  will 
be  continuous  daily  with  prices  10  cents 
until  6:00  p.  m.  when  lower  floor  admis- 
sions will  be  15  cents.  Subsequent  run  at- 
tractions will  be  shown.  Tire  Hippodrome 
will  discontinue  double  bills  and  run  only 
A grade  pictures,  first  run,  being  the  only 
first  rim  feature  house  in  this  section. 

W.  R.  Shafer  has  opened  the  Gray  The- 
atre, Grayson,  Ky.  Other  movements  in 
the  territory  include  the  Delyn,  New 
Straightsville,  taken  over  by  Mrs.  John 
Robertson.  Mrs.  Robertson  also  operates 
two  other  houses.  The  Delyn  is  to  be  reno- 
vated and  opened  by  August  3. 

Willis  Vance  will  call  his  new  house  at 
Newport,  Ky.,  scheduled  for  completion 
early  in  September,  the  State  . . . Roy 
Warden’s  Union  Theatre,  Yukon,  W.  Va., 
was  completely  demolished  by  fire  July  24. 
A new  house  probably  will  be  built  on  the 
site. 

Jack  Shea,  booker  for  Shea’s  circuit  out 
of  New  York,  and  a monthly  visitor  in 
exchanges  here,  is  now  a benedict  . . . 
Freddie  Krim,  Columbia  and  Mayfair  the- 
atres, came  down  from  Columbus  to  take 
in  the  Variety  picnic.  Warner’s  R.  Smet- 
zer  was  here  on  a visit.  Mrs.  C.  D.  Brown 
of  Cabin  Creek,  W.  Va.,  was  here.  Al 
Kinzler,  Elite,  Dayton,  came  in  for  the  Reds 
and  Bees  double  header  at  Crosley  Field. 

Bert  Fiata  of  the  Alhambra,  Dayton,  is 
vacationing  at  Indian  Lake.  Roy  Wells  of 
St.  Paul  is  away  on  a fishing  trip.  E. 
Bennett,  Palace,  Dayton,  started  the  day 
with  the  film  boys  in  the  Moravia  Grill, 
and  stood  treat  for  the  java,  on  his  recent 
visit. 

Rainy  weather  caused  postponement  of 
the  much  anticipated  baseball  game  be- 
tween Joe  Goetz’s  bookers  and  the  poster 
clerks  and  the  half  barrel  prize  still  hangs 
in  the  offing. 
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Bolsler  With  Films  at 
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Amusement  Parks 


Canton — Eastern  Ohio  amusement  parks 
are  turning  to  free  films  to  help  stimu- 
late patronage  during  the  midweek  of  the 
fast  waning  season  which  has  been  none 
too  good  for  many  of  the  resorts.  In  some 
instances  concessionaires  kick  in  to  the 
management  to  help  pay  the  cost  of  the 
films  and  operating  expenses. 

Art  Mallory,  manager  of  Craig  Beach 
Park,  near  Yoimgstown,  offers  free  pic- 
tures nightly  except  Sundays.  Innovation 
is  catching  on  and  is  helping  to  build  up 
business  on  slow  nights,  he  reports. 

At  Seccaium  Park,  near  Bucyrus,  the 
idea  was  introduced  shortly  after  the  start 
of  the  current  season,  and  according  to 
the  management  flickers  are  doing  their 
share  in  helping  build  up  patronage 
through  the  week.  Shows  are  offered  out 
in  the  open  and  last  about  an  hour. 

Parker  Beach,  one  of  the  first  park  exec- 
utives to  use  free  films,  and  who  aban- 
doned the  idea  two  years  ago,  has  them 
back  at  his  Chippewa  Lake  park,  near 
Medina.  Pictures  are  presented  on  Mon- 
days and  Fridays,  regarded  as  the  leanest 
nights  of  the  week.  Adults  are  assessed 
a dime  and  children  a nickel,  sound  pic- 
tures being  presented  in  a large  picnic 
shelter  on  the  midway. 

Other  parks  in  the  district,  faced  with 
dwindling  crowds,  are  considering  inaugu- 
rating the  free  film  policy. 


"Dr.  Christian"  Rolling 

Hollywood — “Meet  Dr.  Christian,”  first 
in  a series  planned  by  RKO  on  the  pop- 
ular radio  program,  is  now  before  the 
cameras  with  Jean  Hersholt  in  the  title 
role.  William  Stevens  is  the  producer,  Ber- 
nard Vorhaus  the  director. 


Starting  Move  Coin  Club 

Detroit — William  B.  (Bill)  Chatman, 
manager  of  Columbia  Premiums,  Inc.,  is 
starting  a Movie  Coin  Club  at  Jerry 
Schneider’s  Stratford  Theatre. 


PITTSBURGH 

(Continued  from  page  75) 
will  include  a banquet  this  year.  Dates  are 
October  23  and  24. 

Reunion  of  the  Eighteenth  Division  (Blue 
Ridge  boys  of  ’17-’18)  at  Uniontown  this 
week  found  several  special  features  pre- 
sented at  the  State  Theatre  there  . . . John 
H.  Harris  and  James  G.  Balmer  were  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  to  present  the  Variety 
Club’s  first  annual  award  for  outstanding 
charitable  work  to  the  Capital  tent  . . . 
Paramount  exchange  remodeling  is  shap- 
ing up  as  the  neatest  job  on  Filmrow  . . . 
Burt  Bishop  is  taking  off  a pound  a day — 
that  is  his  average  for  a month.  He  still 
wishes  to  reduce  an  additional  50  pounds 
. . . Lido  Theatre,  Philippi,  was  listed  for 
sale  the  other  day  . . . Report  that  Izzy 
Hirst  considered  opening  a burlesque  house 
here  is  discounted  on  theatre  Row.  Izzy 
has  been  feeding  shows  to  George  Jaffe’s 
Casino  for  some  time,  and  this  arrange- 
ment will  be  continued,  it  is  understood. 


"J^EG”  WILSON,  assistant  to  George 
W.  Weeks,  Monogram  sales  manager, 
has  been  spending  the  week  in  and  around 
Cleveland  visiting  exhibitors. 

Nate  Bigelson,  manager  of  the  Union 
Theatre,  is  on  his  way  to  New  York  to 
give  the  Fair  the  onceover  . . . Al  Gregg, 
director  of  publicity  and  exploitation  for 
Republic  in  Ohio,  recently  in  Portsmouth 
to  attend  the  run  of  “Man  of  Conquest” 
at  the  Garden  Theatre,  brings  back  friend- 
ly greetings  from  J.  Knox  Strahan,  one- 
time manager  of  the  Hippodrome  here  and 
now  city  manager  for  Warner  houses  there. 

Nate  Schultz,  Monogram  franchise  own- 
er, took  the  week  away  from  his  office  to 
pay  his  respects  personally  to  exhibitors 
operating  in  the  river  territory  . . . Joe 
Trunk  of  Youngstown  was  among  the  early 
arrivals  for  the  Variety  golf  tournament. 
He  came  to  town  'Thursday  to  be  on  hand 
bright  and  early  Friday  morning  for  the 
start. 

George  Rossman,  superintendent  of  ser- 
vice at  the  RKO  Palace,  and  Mrs.  Ross- 
man are  back  from  a trip  to  California  . . . 
Visitors  along  Filmrow:  George  Otte  of 
Wheeling,  who  books  for  Interstate  The- 
atres . . . George  Delis  of  Canton  and  the 
Constant  circuit  . . . J.  O.  Guthrie  of  the 
Karolyn,  New  London,  and  Bob  Menches 
of  the  Liberty,  Akron. 

While  Irene  Szabo,  secretary  to  the  boys 
who  operate  the  Lake  Shore  Sales  Co.,  is 
vacationing,  her  substitute  is  pretty  Elaine 
Levy,  daughter  of  Ben,  manager  of  the 
Union  Square  Theatre. 

Tom  Whyte,  manager  of  the  Garden 
Theatre,  is  visiting  his  folks  in  Canada 
. . . Ralph  Redmond,  manager  of  the  Jewel 
Theatre,  and  his  wife  are  guests  of  their 
respective  families  in  Cincinnati  and  Chi- 
cago . . . Boxoffice  extends  its  sympathy 
to  Eddie  Bergman,  20th-Fox  city  salesman, 
and  Mrs.  Bergman  on  the  recent  death  of 
Mrs.  Bergman’s  mother. 

Associated  Pishing  Club,  composed  of 
half  a dozen  managers  of  Associated  The- 
atres houses,  is  losing  some  of  its  earlier 
enthusiasm  for  the  water.  Harry  Hen- 
derson, admiral  of  the  fleet,  is  offering  a 
prize  to  anyone  submitting  a guaranteed 
cure  for  seasickness  and,  until  such  is  sub- 
mitted, the  Tuesday  fishing  outings  are 
off. 

Dan  Stearns  of  the  Willoby  Theatre, 
Willoughby,  is  spending  his  spare  time 
horseback  riding,  and  staying  on  his  horse 
for  a change.  At  one  time  Stearns  nearly 
rivaled  the  former  Prince  of  Wales  for  first 
page  publicity. 

It’s  common  gossip  around  the  Film  Bldg, 
that  Perc  Essick,  Myer  Pine  and  John 
Kalafat,  all  prominent  independent  circuit 
owners,  did  not  enjoy  their  recent  week- 
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end  fishing  excursion  at  Peley  Island.  Their 
description  was  the  water  was  rough,  the 
fish  didn’t  bite,  and  all  the  liquid  avail- 
able was  not  just  what  was  in  the  lake. 

A.  F.  Baldwin  of  the  sales  promotion 
department  of  National  Screen  Service  was 
in  town  visiting  local  Branch  Manager  Nat 
Barach  . . . Norman  Moray,  who  heads 
Vitagraph,  stopped  off  for  a visit  and  a 
game  of  golf  with  Branch  Manager  Her- 
bert Ochs.  Moray  came  here  from  New 
York,  and  after  conducting  his  business  on 
the  golf  course  left  for  Buffalo. 

Vincent  Ochs,  United  Artists  ad  sales 
manager,  has  as  his  working  companion  an 
iron  mask,  duplicate  of  the  one  worn  by 
the  wicked  Louis  XIV  in  “Tire  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask.”  It’s  available  to  exhibitors  as 
an  exploitation  feature  . . . Phil  Harring- 
ton, M-G-M  office  manager,  and  Mrs.  Har- 
rington left  their  young  daughter  in  the 
care  of  her  grandmother,  and  went  to 
Maine  on  a vacation. 

Fred  Meier,  who  handles  film  advertis- 
ing for  the  News,  is  vagabonding  in  the 
east,  driving  wherever  the  roads  are  good 
and  stopping  wherever  an  interesting  golf 
course  beckons  . . . Bill  Sheehan,  M-G-M 
hooker,  is  visiting  members  of  his  family 
in  New  York  . . . Nat  Levy,  RKO  district 
manager,  came  on  from  Detroit  and  stay- 
ed over  for  the  Variety  golf  tournament. 

Best  two-bit  lunch  in  the  city  is  served 
by  the  Warner  Club  ...  It  seems  to  be 
an  established  fact  that  Charles  Kates, 
Monogram  ad  sales  manager,  took  a dia- 
mond solitaire  along  with  him  when  he 
left  for  Muskoko  Lakes  . . . Roscoe  Turner, 
ace  flier,  was  due  here  August  5 to  arrange 
participation  in  the  National  Air  Races 
in  September. 

Hilbert  Horwitz,  local  sales  representa- 
tive for  Bango,  reports  the  game  is  now 
being  played  at  the  Carter,  Temple,  Mar- 
vel, Lorain-Fulton,  Astor,  Haltnorth,  Globe 
and  Plaza  theatres  of  Cleveland  and  at 
the  Falls  arid  Alhambra  in  Cuyahoga  Falls 
. . . Did  you  notice  the  plug  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  gave  “They  Shall  Have  Music,” 
the  Goldwyn  film  starring  Jascha  Heifetz, 
in  “My  Day”? 

Milton  Harris,  director  of  publicity  and 
advertising  for  Loew’s  here,  was  the  busi- 
est man  in  town  last  week.  For  his  vari- 
ous stunts  to  exploit  “Andy  Hardy  Gets 
Spring  Fever,”  he  scoured  the  town  for 
“chickens”  to  command  a fleet  of  infor- 
mation booths  for  the  benefit  of  the  thou- 
sands of  people  in  town  to  attend  the 
seventh  International  Poultry  Show. 

Everett  Steinbuck,  manager  of  Loew’s 
State,  and  Mrs.  Steinbuck,  just  back  from 
a trip  through  the  National  Parks,  are  so 
enthusiastic  over  their  trip  they  already 
have  started  a savings  for  a return  trip. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  % 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 


IKE  ICATZ,  Sales  Mgrr. 
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^HE  Majestic  Theatre  reopens  next  week 

after  a two-month  dark  period.  RKO 
relinquished  their  lease  to  the  High  Street 
Theatre  Corp.,  of  which  Maury  White,  as- 
sociate of  Ike  Libson  in  Cincinnati,  is 
president.  W.  Clifford  Bozman,  manager 
under  RKO.  will  be  retained.  House  will 
be  a subsequent  run,  with  a 20-cent  top 
at  night. 

Russ  Bovim  is  back  at  the  Ohio  after  a 
Florida  vacation.  Johnny  Hardgrove  moved 
on  to  Loew’s  in  Dayton,  the  last  jaunt 
in  his  current  relief  tour  . . . Buddy  Gray 
was  in  town  plugging  “Bachelor  Mother.” 

Our  congratulations  to  the  Robert  O. 
Glicks,  proud  parents  of  a new  son.  He 
has  been  manager  of  Neth’s  Eastern  The- 
atre since  it  opened  in  1926  . . . Vacation- 
ing are  Lee  Fisher;  RKO  secretary,  Mar- 
garet Price:  RKO  Grand  manager.  Buddy 
Winthrop,  and  Bert  Williams  of  the  Bex- 
ley Theatre. 

Ge7ie  Godding  is  remodeling  a storeroom 
in  Williamsport  and  will  open  a new  the- 
atre VI  a month.  Building  housed  a drug- 
store, but  prior  to  that  was  a motion  pic- 
ture house  in  the  silent  days.  John  Royal 
of  Chillicothe  is  to  help  out  on  bookings. 

Tire  Strand  in  Frazeyburg  folded  . . . 
Chet  Miller,  Chesbrough  circuit  booker,  is 
contemplating  reopening  the  East  Colum- 
bus Theatre. 

August  27  is  the  date  of  the  annual  get- 
together  of  theatre  managers  from  Ohio 
and  the  five  surrounding  states  as  guests 
of  Gus  Sun,  head  of  the  booking  agency 
bearing  his  name  in  Springfield.  This 
year’s  outing  will  be  held  at  the  Van  Dyck 
Club,  Mechanicsburg . 

Tire  Hollywood  actress,  Florence  George, 
has  been  named  in  an  HOLC  foreclosure 
suit  in  Springfield.  She  is  listed  as  an 
heir  of  Mrs.  Florence  Guthrie,  who  died  in 
1934.  The  mortgage  is  for  $7,163.  Miss 
George  is  the  wife  of  Everett  Crosby,  the- 
atrical agent  and  brother  of  Bing. 

Paramount  held  a special  screening  of 
“Beau  Geste”  at  the  Grand.  Duke  Clark 
was  in  from  Cleveland.  Local  newspaper- 
men were  guests.  Highlight  of  the  screen- 
ing was  the  showing  of  the  first  reel  of 
the  silent  version. 

Services  Held  at  Akron 
For  John  G,  Dietjen 

Akron — John  G.  Dietjen,  owner  of  the 
Royal  Theatre,  died  at  City  Hospital  Sun- 
day. Cause  of  his  death  was  peritonitis 
following  an  operation  for  appendicitis. 
Funeral  services  were  held  Tuesday.  Sur- 
viving are  his  wife  and  a son,  Paul. 

John  Dietjen  had  been  active  in  the 
field  of  motion  picture  exhibition  for  many 
years,  ever  since  he  came  to  Akron  from 
his  home  in  New  York.  He  was  a fighter 
for  the  rights  of  the  independent  theatre 
owner  and  was  one  of  a group  who  was 
responsible  for  keeping  cash  giveaways 
from  the  Akron  theatres. 

In  addition  to  owning  and  operating  the 
Royal  Theatre,  Dietjen  was  engaged  in  the 
contracting  business. 


Candy,  Popcorn  Ruled 
Subject  lo  3%  Tax 

Columbus — Candy  and  popcorn  sold  in 
theatres  is  subject  to  the  state  three  per 
cent  tax. 

Although  the  Ohio  supreme  court  has 
held  that  candy  (including  popcorn)  is  a 
food  and  not  subject  to  the  sales  tax,  last 
week  the  tax  commissioner  of  Ohio  ruled 
that  candy  sold  in  theatres  was  consumed 
upon  the  premises  and  would  therefore 
continue  to  be  subject  to  the  sales  tax. 

In  his  ruling,  the  commissioner  stated; 
“The  word  ‘premises’  as  used  in  Section 
5546-2,  general  code,  exempting  from  the 
sales  tax  all  sales  of  food  for  human  con- 
sumption ‘off  the  premises  where  sold,’  is 
defined  as  the  entire  building,  tent  or  other 
structure,  together  with  contiguous  lands 
or  any  lands  whether  inclosed  or  not,  in  or 
on  any  part  of  which  the  vendor  by  per- 
mission, license,  grant,  privilege  or  by  any 
other  right  whatsoever,  makes  sales.” 

P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Tlreatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  in  a bulle- 
tin to  members  compares  this  ruling  cov- 
ering the  sale  of  candy  in  theatres  to  the 
ruling  covering  the  sale  of  food  in  res- 
taurants, both  instances  being  identical  and 
subject  to  the  Ohio  sales  tax  on  the  basis 
of  consumption  on  the  premises. 


In  Old  Kentucky 

By  SCO'TTY  DE  VEAUX 

■yACATION  season’s  call  is  being  heeded 
by  industry  members  throughout  the 
state.  Headed  for  the  far  west  and  the 
Frisco  fair  is  Mrs.  Frances  Morris,  secre- 
tary to  Lee  W.  Moffett  of  the  Seville  at 
Owensboro.  Niagara  Falls  and  the  New 
York  fair  beckon  J.  P.  Masters,  manager 
of  Crescent’s  Capitol  at  Bowling  Green. 


Back  from  a Chicago  vacation  is  Griff 
Head,  manager  of  Crescent’s  Strand  at 
Central  City.  Douglas  Sly  was  relief  man- 
ager during  Head’s  absence.  Another  re- 
turning vacationer  is  F.  M.  Pittman,  man- 
ager of  the  Palace  at  Greenville,  whose 
trip  took  him  into  the  southern  states. 


Films  of  a civic  event,  in  the  form  of 
a barbecue,  put  on  by  the  business  and 
professional  men  of  Owensboro,  were  made 
by  Lee  W.  Moffett  and  screened  at  his 
Seville  'Theatre  here. 


A third  theatre  is  being  erected  at 
Owensboro  by  the  Malco  Tlreatres.  Open- 
ing is  set  for  September  15. 


“Andy”  Anderson,  who  operates  four 
houses  in  Kentucky,  at  Hartford,  Eddy- 
ville,  Cadiz  and  Hodgensville,  has  opened 
an  office  in  Bowling  Green.  Cecil  Taylor, 
manager  of  the  house  at  Hartford,  just 
returned  to  his  post  following  the  opening 
of  the  Hodgensville  theatre. 


Eddie  Williams  of  Selma,  Ala.,  has  re- 
placed Rama  Oaks  at  the  Princess  in  Hop- 
kinsville. Oaks  is  at  the  Elite  in  Nash- 
ville. 


Mac  Porter,  manager  of  Malco’s  Kraver 


IILOUIKVMIILILE 

jyjRS.  PAUL  SAUNDERS,  wife  of  the 
owner  of  the  Alhambra  at  Campbells- 
vUle,  Ky.,  underwent  a major  operation 
at  St.  Joseph’s  Infirmary  here. 

A new  cooling  system  has  been  installed 
at  the  Parkland  Theatre,  Louisville  neigh- 
borhood house  operated  by  F.  W.  Pflanz 
and  W.  S.  Greer.  A.  R.  Breeden,  operator 
of  the  Midway  Theatre  at  Midway,  Ky., 
was  in  town  on  business. 

Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment  Co.  in- 
stalled a new  amplifier  at  the  Majestic 
at  Beaver  Dam,  which  recently  came  back 
to  its  previous  owner,  W.  C.  Durham. 

The  A.  C.  Campbells  were  in  Indianapolis 
for  the  wedding  of  Mrs.  Campbell’s  sister. 
Miss  Beth  Ann  Williston,  to  Joseph  Barr, 
Bicknell,  Ind.,  last  week.  The  couple  will 
live  abroad  for  a year.  The  Williston  in- 
terests include  three  Negro  theatres  in 
Louisville,  with  a new  one  going  up  now 
to  replace  the  Palace. 

Cliff  Lewis  and  Karl  Kruger  of  Para- 
mount were  in  town  the  other  day  to  con- 
duct a preview  of  “Beau  Geste.” 

The  new  Viv  Theatre  at  Corbin,  Ky., 
will  be  ready  for  grand  opening  shortly. 
Owned  by  H.  K.  Murphy  of  Big  Stone  Gap, 
Va.,  it  was  named  after  his  daughter — 
Vivian  ...  A number  of  Louisville  ex- 
hibitors were  in  Indianapolis  for  the  an- 
nual Variety  Club  festivities. 

O.  J.  Minnix,  who  operates  the  South- 
land Theatre  at  London,  Ky.,  besides  serv- 
ing as  county  clerk,  is  out  for  re-election. 

Joseph  Goldberg,  Big  Feature  Rights 
representative  in  this  territory,  returned 
from  a trip  through  southeastern  Ken- 
tucky . . . E.  W.  Dozier  has  sold  the  Roxy 
Theatre  at  Earlington,  Ky.,  to  the  Cres- 
cent Amusement  Co.  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Crescent  operates  another  theatre  there — 
the  Earl. 

Harry  Schwartz,  of  the  Opera  House, 
Lexington,  Ky.,  is  building  a new  house 
at  Paris,  Ky. 

S.  R.  Seale,  who  operates  the  Seale  The- 
atre at  Berea,  Ky.,  also  does  the  booking 
there  for  Berea  College,  which,  on  occa- 
sions, presents  feature  pictures. 

Price  Coomer,  owner  of  the  New  Harlan 
'Theatre  at  Harlan,  Ky.,  is  quite  a flier 
in  his  own  right.  He  is  flying  for  the 
government  on  an  aerial  photographic 
survey,  and  commutes  between  his  Lexing- 
ton home  and  his  theatre  at  Harlan  by 
plane — his  own  plane. 


Theatre  at  Henderson,  is  vacationing  near 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 


Leon  Pickle,  manager  of  the  Kentucky 
at  Henderson,  is  away  on  a short  fishing 
trip  near  his  home  in  South  Pulton,  Tenn. 


Anti-Nazi  Film  by  Judell 

Hollywood — “Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin,” 
an  indictment  of  Nazi  Germany  and  its 
fuehrer,  will  be  made  into  a film  by  Ben 
Judell,  independent  producer. 
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Clyde  K.  Tanner  and  Wife 
Killed  in  Plane  Crash 


Detroit — Clyde  K.  Tanner,  formerly 
manager  of  the  Broadway  Capitol  The- 
atre, United  Detroit’s  first  run  house,  and 
his  wife,  were  killed  in  an  airplane  acci- 
dent near  their  home  at  Douglas  Ga.,  re- 
cently. 

He  was  formerly  assistant  manager  of 
the  Michigan,  as  well  as  holding  other 
posts  in  the  circuit.  His  wife  was  known 
professionally  by  her  maiden  name  of 
Dorothy  Downing,  and  had  been  pianist 
for  the  Michigan  and  organist  for  other 
local  theatres. 

Vaude  Gives  In  to  Duals 
Policy  at  Akron  House 

Akron — The  Palace  here,  after  one  of 
the  most  consistent  runs  of  stage  enter- 
tainment in  the  history  of  the  house,  has 
reverted  to  dual  first  runs  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  summer.  Plans  are  to  re- 
instate a vaude-film  policy  after  Labor 
Day.  Henry  (Bud)  Sommers  is  manager. 


Enlarge  at  Philipsburg 

Philipsburg,  Pa. — Seating  capacity  of  the 
Majestic  Theatre,  just  reopened,  is  nearly 
doubled  as  the  result  of  construction  of 
a 45 -foot  addition  to  the  rear  of  the  build- 
ing. Entire  property  has  been  remodeled 
and  decorated  and  new  equipments  and 
fixtures  have  been  installed.  New  glass 
front  is  one  of  the  modernization  features. 
Garth  Lindsay,  manager,  operates  the  Ma- 
jestic in  association  with  the  Odd  Fellows. 


Repairs  for  McKee 

Pittsburgh — New  glass  front  will  fea- 
ture the  remodeling  of  the  McKee  Thea- 
tre. Alterations  will  include  new  wood 
panel  doors,  sheet  metal  ceiling  in  the 
lobby  and  remodeling  of  the  ticket  office. 
Air  conditioning  system  has  been  installed. 
Victor  A.  Rigaumont  is  the  architect. 


Warner  Assigns  Koch 

Hollywood — “Eyes  of  the  Army,’’  co- 
starring  George  Brent  and  John  Payne, 
will  be  scripted  for  Warner  by  Howard 
Koch, 


An  Act  Good  Either 
Summer  or  Winter 

Leitchiield,  Ky. — His  perspiring  foce 
bowed  downward  and  his  eyes  filled 
with  tears,  a distressed  boy  stood  in 
front  of  the  Alice  Theatre  here.  The 
temperature  stood  fast  around  the  90 
mark. 

"I'm  freezing  to  death,"  he  sobbed, 
when  asked  what  was  the  matter  by 
Mrs.  Erwin  Rau,  wife  of  the  manager 
of  the  Alice. 

The  same  boy,  she  then  remembered, 
had  successfully  pulled  the  same  act 
last  winter. 

And  so,  summer  business  being 
what  it  is  perhaps,  he  saw  a horse 
opera  on  the  house. 


10  Years  Ago 

IN  PITTSBURGH  

]^AVE  ROSENFIELD  moved  his  Indepen- 
dent Display  Co.  from  Forbes  St.  to 
the  building  in  the  rear  of  the  Metro  ex- 
change on  the  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  and 
Harry  Lande  occupied  office  space  here 
for  the  sale  of  Pacent  sound  equipment 
. . . Brooke  Johns  succeeded  Charlie  Mel- 
son  as  emcee  at  the  Stanley  . . . City  coun- 
cil refused  to  finance  free  shows  in  the 
parks,  but  Mayor  Charles  H.  Kline  ob- 
tained private  help  and  the  first  pictures 
screened  were  “The  Big  Parade,”  “Ben 
Hur,”  “King  of  Kings”  and  “Old  Iron- 
sides.” 

Jimmy  Nash,  Alexander  Film  Co.  repre- 
sentative, returned  from  Colorado  Springs 
with  new  fashion  reels  . . . Harry  E.  Reiff, 
unable  to  make  film  connections  after  22 
years  in  the  industry,  obtained  a job  as  an 
insurance  agent  . . . Donn  Wermuth,  for- 
mer publicity  representative  for  Shuberts 
here,  advanced  to  production  post  for 
Schwab  and  Mandel’s  musical  comedy  hit 
“Follow  Thru,”  in  Chicago  . . . Strand, 
Zelienople,  was  taken  over  by  H.  J.  Kifer. 


To  Revamp  Colonial 

Pittsburgh  — Interior  alterations  are 
planned  for  the  Colonial  Theatre.  Im- 
provements will  include  plastering  and 
painting  and  installation  of  new  fixtures 
and  carpets.  New  front  will  further  the 
modernization.  Himting  Davis  & Dun- 
nells  are  the  architects. 


Teamed  on  "Safari" 

Hollywood — Leonard  Lee  is  teamed  with 
W.  P.  Lipscomb  on  Paramoimt’s  “Safari,” 
a Madeleine  Carroll  starrer. 


16mm  Projector  as  Means 
Of  Economical  Ballyhoo 

Detroit — Use  of  an  ordinary  16mm  pro- 
jector can  serve  effectively  as  a method 
of  exploitation  for  small  theatres  at  low 
cost,  Milton  Jacobson,  manager  of  the 
Monroe  Theatre,  has  shown. 

Jacobson  has  mounted  one  of  the  ma- 
chines on  a stand  in  the  outer  lobby  be- 
side the  boxoffice.  A small  screen,  about 
12x15  inches,  has  been  placed  deep  in 
a shadow-box  to  give  maximiun  illumina- 
tion. It  faced  toward  the  front  of  the 
house.  The  film  is  run  through  in  re- 
verse, showing  through  the  screen. 

An  announcement,  “Previews  of  Coming 
Attractions,”  is  all  that  is  necessary  to 
herald  the  display.  Sixteen  mm  films  of 
Popeye  and  other  comedies  are  available 
commercially. 

Notopoulos  Reopens  One, 
Slates  Another  Aug.  18 

Pittsburgh  — The  Penn  'Theatre,  Am- 
bridge,  closed  for  three  weeks  for  re- 
modeling and  decorating,  reopened  August 
4 by  A.  N.  Notopoulos. 

A second  Notopoulos  theatre,  the  Cap- 
itol, Butler,  is  scheduled  to  relight  August 
18.  Closed  since  mid-June  the  Butler 
house  has  been  remodeled  and  the  front 
has  been  modernized. 


P.  A.  for  "Rochester" 

Akron,  Ohio — Manager  Henry  Sommers 
of  the  Palace  here  has  announced  that 
Eddie  Anderson,  the  “Rochester”  of  Jack 
Benny’s  air  programs  and  his  current 
film,  “Man  About  Town,”  has  been  set 
for  a personal  appearance  at  the  local 
house  in  the  near  future. 


;S^P0PULAR 

PLACE  TO  STAY  IN 

TOLEDO 


People  traveling  or  living  in  Toledo 
quite  naturally  turn  to  the  Fort  Meigs 
Not  only  is  it  the  focal  point  of  activ- 
ities, but  it  IS  a convenient,  comfortable 
and  pleasant  hotel.  Its  unusual  Purple 
Cow  Coffee  Shop  and  Maritime  Buffet 
are  the  reasons  it  is  preferred  as  an 
entertainment  center. 

Z50  ROOMS 

^ WITH  BATH  fi&m  H 

JOSEPH  HERLICY,  Manager 
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The  Most  Complete  Trade  Paper 
Service  in  the  Industry 


Covering  Every 
Ph  ase  of  the 
Motion  Picture 
B u s i n e s s — 
Every  Place  in 
the  Industry! 

National  in  Scope,  Yet 
Intensive  in  ALL  Terri- 
tories— BOXOFFICE  is 
the  Most  Welcomed, 
the  Most  Thoroughly 
Read  Trade  Paper  in 
Our  Great  Industry. 


BOXOFFICE 

The  only  trade  paper  in  the  industry  providing  national  or  local 
coverage  . . . either  or  both.  Its  circulation  . . . attested  by  the  Audit 
Bureau  of  Circulations  ...  is  read  every  week  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  ...  in  every  phase  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry  . . . production,  distribution  and  exhibition. 


THE  MODERN  THEATRE 

Published  every  four  weeks  as  an  integral  section  of  Boxoffice,  it 
reports  and  illustrates  every  phase  of  theatre  construction,  improve- 
ment and  mechanical  operation  and  maintenance.  The  outstanding 
advertising  medium  for  equipment  manufacturers. 


BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE 

A pocket-size,  loose-leaf  book  for  filing  reviews,  with  a section  for 
picture  booking  and  recording  operating  costs.  Exhibitors  hail  it  as 
the  most  valuable  and  practical  innovation  in  years. 


BOXOFFICE  BAROMETER 

Published  in  February  , . . the  middle  of  the  season  . . . Boxoffice 
BAROMETER  reports  on  all  that  has  happened  during  the  first  half 
of  the  season  and  definitely,  authoritatively,  tells  about  what  is 
to  come  during  the  rest  of  the  picture  year.  The  only  annual  pub- 
lished expressly  for  service  to  theatre  owners  and  managers  . . . 
the  only  annual  that  completely  blankets  the  industry. 


BEN  SHLYEN 

Publisher 

MAURICE  KANN 

Editor -in-Chief 


BOXOFFICE  RECORDS 

Published  once  a year,  RECORDS  reports  the  value  at  the  boxoffice 
demonstrated  by  every  pictiire  released  during  the  previous  season 
. . . how  the  public  received  the  efforts  of  producer,  writer,  star, 
director  and  all  others  concerned  in  picture-making.  An  exact 
measure  of  the  past  and  potent  guide  for  future  plans. 


Five  Great  BOXOFFICE  Services! 

EACH  CONTAINING  A MULTIPLICITY  OF  PRACTICAL-VALUE  FEATURES 


ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 


NEW  YORK 

9 Rockefeller  Plaza 
Louis  Rydell,  Adv.  Mgr. 


CfflCAGO 

332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 
I.  Harry  Toler,  Mgr. 


HOLLYWOOD 

6404  Hollywood  Blvd. 
Ivan  Spear,  Mgr. 
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Labor  Day  Openings 
Set  in  New  Haven 

New  Haven — Several  new  openings  have 
been  scheduled  around  Labor  Day  in  this 
territory,  and  considerable  remodeling  and 
improvement  jobs  also  will  be  completed 
by  that  time. 

The  750-seat  theatre,  under  construc- 
tion by  Joseph  Quittner  and  Peter  Pera- 
kcs,  is  nearing  completion.  The  700-seat 
Park,  Thomaston,  now  being  built  by  Rob- 
ert Schwartz,  operator  of  the  Paramount 
in  the  same  town,  will  be  ready  by  fall. 
Michael  Cascioli  plans  to  open  the  900- 
seat  Forest  in  the  Allingtown  section  of 
West  Haven  on  Labor  Day. 

About  that  time  the  500-seat  Windsor, 
newly  acquired  by  Lockwood-Gordon-Lam- 
pert  interests,  and  closed  for  remodeling, 
will  be  reopened.  Some  time  this  fall  the 
new  Windsor-Plaza  Cinema,  under  con- 
struction by  Max  Schulman  interests  of 
Hartford,  will  be  finished,  as  will  the  new 
J.  C.  Hess  Groton  Theatre.  Whitney  The- 
atre Co.,  a Bailey  corporation,  plans  con- 
s'^ruction  of  a 900-seat  theatre  in  Ham- 
den this  summer. 

Some  time  this  month  Strand  Amuse- 
ment Co.  plans  to  renovate  the  900-seat 
Hippodrome,  Bridgeport,  which  will  reopen 
in  September.  The  Rialto,  Windsor  Locks, 
closed  over  a month,  has  reopened  after  a 
complete  remodeling. 

This  activity  is  in  addition  to  a new  750- 
seat  Avon,  Stamford,  and  the  500-car 
Drive-In,  Milford,  opened  this  spring,  and 
the  renovated  Bantam,  Bantam,  and  Re- 
gent, Norwalk,  reopened  this  summer. 


The  Windsor,  500  Seats, 

Is  Purchased  by  Three 

Windsor.  Conn. — The  500 -seat  Windsor 
Theatre,  formerly  operated  by  Nathan 
Lampert,  has  been  purchased  from  the 
state  and  will  be  operated  by  the  Lampert 
Theatre  of  Windsor,  Inc.,  after  complete 
renovation.  The  house  has  been  closed. 
Incorporators  are  Arthur  Lockwood  of  Mid- 
dletown, Nathan  Lampert  of  Colchester, 
and  Mignon  Clark  of  New  Haven. 

The  Max  Shulman  interests,  operators 
of  the  Webster  and  Rivoli  theatres  in  Hart- 
ford, have  broken  ground  for  the  con- 
struction of  a new  theatre  to  be  known 
as  the  Windsor-Plaza  Cinema. 


Massachusetts's  Labor  Act 
Has  Commission  Scrutiny 

Boston — The  Massachusetts  Baby  Wag- 
ner Bill,  which  would  impose  a 48-hour 
week  and  a 30-cent  minimmn  upon  bay 
state  businesses,  has  been  referred  to  a 
special  legislative  commission  for  study.  A 
report  and  subsequent  action  on  the  meas- 
ure is  not  expected  until  the  1941  session. 
The  Massachusetts  law-making  body, 
which  has  been  sitting  since  January,  ex- 
pected last  week  to  adjourn  shortly. 


Adapts  "Bad  Company" 

Hollywood — Lester  Cole  is  adapting 
“Bad  Company”  for  Universal. 
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Litigants  in  M&R  Suit  Agree 
To  a Six-  Week  Furlough 


Boston — The  Morse  & Rothenberg  anti- 
trust suit  has  recessed  until  September  11. 
The  litigation,  which  involves  nine  sep- 
arate suits,  went  before  Master  Philip 
Hendrick  on  December  21,  1938.  The  re- 
spective cases  were  filed  at  different  times 
during  December,  1935  and  June  and  Sep- 
tember, 1936. 

After  resumption  of  testimony  taken  in 
September,  the  case  will  be  suspended 
September  26  for  several  weeks.  The  trial 
of  the  suit  is  perhaps  the  longest  of  any 
film  anti-trust  matter. 

Louis  Simon,  Morse  & Rothenberg  dis- 
trict manager,  was  still  on  the  stand  when 
on  the  125th  day,  prosecution  and  defense 
agreed  to  a six-week  furlough.  Simon  was 
cross-examined  by  Edward  F.  McClennen, 
head  defense  lawyer,  for  more  than  a week. 

Simon  outlined  to  the  court  an  instance 
of  an  individual  theatre  acquisition  by  a 
circuit.  He  was  talking  about  the  Rialto 
in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  one  of  the 
houses  in  the  litigation.  He  had  been 
watching  the  operation  of  the  house  for 
about  a year  and  a half  previously,  he 
stated. 

“When  you  gave  that  testimony,  how 
much  did  you  mean  by  you  ‘watched  that 
theatre’?”  McClennen  asked  Simon. 

How  Theatres  Are  Leased 

“When  I watched  that  theatre,  I passed 
the  town  several  times,”  Simon  said,  “and 
a friend  of  mine  had  a store  on  the  main 
street,  and  I stopped  over  to  see  him.  He 
had  a ladies’  ready-to-wear  store.  He  was 
talking  to  me,  and  I got  talking  about 
theatres,  and  he  seemed  to  be  interested, 
and  he  says  to  me,  ‘There  is  a couple  of 
theatres  in  Newburgh  and  Poughkeepsie 
that  you  ought  to  try  to  get.’  He  told  me 
about  the  Cameo  in  Newburgh.” 

“What  I have  asked  you,”  McClennen 
said,  “is  how  much  you  watched  that 
theatre.” 

“You  asked  him  what  he  meant  by  that 
testimony,”  interposed  George  S.  Ryan, 
prosecuting  attorney. 

“Is  that  what  you  meant  by  watching?” 
McClennen  put. 

“I  think  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed without  any  further  question  after 
that?”  Ryan  objected. 

“He  can  tell  what  he  saw  and  what  he 
did,”  the  master  ruled. 

“This  fellow,  whose  name  was  Miller,” 
Simon  continued,  “told  me  that  the  Rialto 
is  a very  fine  location,  and  there  is  a fel- 
low running  that,  and  the  way  he  runs  that 
theatre,  he  said,  ‘I  don’t  think  he  is  doing 
so  good,  and  if  I were  you  I would  watch 
it  to  see  if  you  can  get  it.’ 

“In  the  meantime,  he  also  spoke  about 
the  Cameo  Theatre  and  told  me  about 
that.  I went  down,  and  I saw  that.  I rode 
over  to  Newburgh,  and  he  went  with  me. 
He  said  he  knew  the  president  of  the  bank 
at  Newburgh,  and  he  was  going  in  and 
talk  for  me,  which  was  the  very  first  time 
I went  in  there,  which  I did.  After  we 
succeeded  in  making  a deal,  I paid  him 
some  money  (some  commission)  for  get- 
ting that  deal.  That  was  Newburgh. 

“Then  he  told  me,”  continued  Simon, 


“that  I ought  to  try  to  watch  this  Rialto, 
Poughkeepsie,  because  it  is  a very  fine  spot 
and  he  said,  ‘You  can  go  in  there,  and  you 
will  make  money.’ 

“He  also  at  that  time  introduced  me  to 
an  agent  in  Poughkeepsie.  I forget  the 
fellow’s  name  for  the  moment.  This  fel- 
low said  the  owner  lived  down  in  New 
York,  a party  by  the  name  of  Werner. 
And  I went  down  to  New  York,  and  I met 
him  there:  went  up  to  Werner’s  office  and 
got  talking  about  this  theatre. 

Rialto  in  Poughkeepsie  Acquired 

“In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Werner  told  me 
this  fellow  that  is  in  the  theatre  now  is 
having  a lot  of  trouble  in  there  and  every- 
thing else.  And  although  he  couldn’t  give 
me  the  theatre  at  that  time,  I should  keep 
watching  and  keep  at  it,  because  he  thinks 
there  will  be  something  he  will  be  able  to 
do  with  me  at  a later  date,  and  I did. 

“And  one  day  this  Mr.  Werner  called 
me  up  and  told  me  it  is  coming  to  a close, 
so  he  is  going  to  dispossess  this  man;  that 
he  is  having  a lot  of  trouble  with  him,  and 
he  was  willing  to  make  a deal  with  me. 
He  said  he  has  looked  us  up,  and  he  liked 
about  the  reference  he  found  on  us,  etc., 
and  we  finally  made  a deal.” 

“During  that  year  I was  in  Poughkeepsie, 
possibly  passing  by  there,  and  stopped  off 
for  a couple  of  minutes  or  half  an  hour 
or  so  just  looking  over  the  general  situa- 
tion of  the  town,  etc.  And  I think  I once 
went  into  the  theatre — paid  an  admission 
and  went  into  the  theatre  once  during 
that  year,  just  to  see  how  the  thing  was 
running  and  see  what  information  I could 
get.  That  was  what  I meant  when  I said 
I was  watching  that  theatre  for  a year  and 
a half.” 

“That  was  all  that  you  meant,  was  it?” 
McClennen  said. 

“That  is  what  I was  watching.  That 
was  approximately  all  I meant,  yes.” 

“If  there  is  anything  else  that  you 
meant,  what  was  it?” 

“Nothing  special,  other  than  what  I 
told  you,”  said  Simon. 

“I  was  watching  it,  the  location  and  all 
that,  whenever  I passed.  I took  a little 
time  off  whenever  I did  pass  there  to  see 
how  the  trend  goes  on  it.  My  main  ob- 
ject was  not  to  see  what  he  was  doing 
there.  My  main  object  was  to  see  what 
the  possibilities  are  in  doing  business  if  I 
was  there.” 

“Well,  I want  to  get  you  to  tell  all  that 
you  meant  by  that  ‘watching  the  thea- 
tre,’ and  when  you  have  told  all,  just  say 
that  you  have  told  all.  Now,  have  you  not 
told  all?” 

Simon  said  he  could  not  think  of  any- 
thing else  at  the  moment. 

“Up  to  the  time  you  took  the  lease  on 
it,  had  you  been  in  the  theatre  more  than 
once?” 

“Well,  during  the  time  of  negotiations 
when  the  landlord  actually  came  up  to 
Poughkeepsie  and  met  us  there,  I went 
into  the  theatre  with  him.  I was  there 
maybe  once  or  twice  with  him,  maybe.  I 
think  it  was  on  two  occasions  I was  there 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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New  Haven  Film  District 
Planning  10th  Outing 

New  Haven — Calling  all  film  people  from 
theatre  and  exchange,  the  committee 
working  on  the  tenth  annual  film  district 
outing  promises  a full  day  of  activities  in 
the  great  outdoors,  topped  off  with  a full- 
course  chicken  dinner,  dancing  and  award 
of  prizes  at  the  picturesque  Rustic  Inn  at 
Lake  Quanipaug,  August  10. 

Buffet  luncheon  has  been  prepared  to 
provide  necessary  energy  for  the  many 
races,  contests,  swimming  and  rowing 
events  on  the  program,  the  winners  of 
which  receive  prizes. 

The  annual  event  has  a long  history 
in  the  territory,  going  back  to  the  days 
when  New  Haven  was  new  as  a film  center 
and  special  newspapers  were  printed  for 
the  big  day. 

Homer  C.  Downey  of  RKO  heads  the 
committee  in  charge,  aided  by  George 
Weber  of  Metro,  who  is  in  charge  of  sports. 
In  addition,  the  entertainment,  luncheon, 
ticket  and  program  committees  have  large 
membership  and  all  have  been  cooperat- 
ing on  what  promises  to  be  the  most  novel 
and  enjoyable  outing  yet  held  for  the  dis- 
trict. 

Property  Owners  Decry 
Drive-In  as  Nuisance 

Milford,  Conn. — Following  receipt  of  a 
petition  signed  by  64  nearby  residents  and 
property  owners  against  the  Drive-In  Tlre- 
atre  as  a “public  nuisance,”  and  a detri- 
ment to  their  property,  and  asking  that 
action  be  taken  “to  abate  this  nuisance,” 
the  board  of  selectmen  have  called  a 
meeting  to  consider  the  matter. 

Residents  near  the  theatre  have  com- 
plained about  the  noise  of  the  soimd 
equipment,  which  they  say  can  be  heard  a 
mile  away.  Members  of  the  Town  Plan 
and  Zone  Appeal  boards,  the  building  in- 
spector, police  authorities  and  the  select- 
men will  confer  with  Manager  Alan 
Schwartz  before  the  meeting. 

M&P  Houses  Conducting 
Safety  Show  Series 

Boston — A number  of  M&P  theatres,  fol- 
lowing an  annual  custom,  are  conducting 
a series  of  morning  safety  shows  in  con- 
junction w'ith  Boston  Police  Commissioner 
Joseph  Timilty  and  Superintendent  John 
O’Dea.  The  special  shows,  designed  to  aid 
reduction  of  accidents  to  juveniles,  consist 
of  two-hour  screen  programs  of  short  sub- 
jects and  educational  safety  reels.  Young- 
sters are  admitted  free. 

The  Paramount-affiliated  houses  putting 
on  the  safety  shows  include  the  Oriental 
in  Mattapan,  the  Fairmount  in  Hyde  Park, 
the  Strand,  Codman  Square,  Franklin, 
Fields  Corner  and  Morton  in  Dorchester. 


Higgins  Adds  Accounts 

Boston — Herbert  Higgins,  booker  for 
some  30  independent  New  England  the- 
atres, is  now  handling  the  Strand  in  Ran- 
dolph, Vt.,  for  M.  V.  Carr;  the  Park  in 
Spencer  for  Charles  Kane,  and  the  Bal- 
sams in  Dixville  Notch.  N.  H.,  for  Circuit 
Owner  Jack  Eames. 


Prolonged  Questioning 
Over  Rialto  Status 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

with  the  landlord.  Mr.  Werner,  before  we 
actually  signed  the  leases;  before  the  nego- 
tiations were  closed.  I was  up  there  twice 
that  year,  1933,  so  far  as  I can  recall.” 

“But  in  the  course  of  your  life,  up  to 
the  time  the  lease  was  signed,  had  you 
been  in  the  Rialto  Theatre  three  times  and 
no  more?” 

“I  don’t  think  so,”  said  Simon.  “As  far 
as  I can  remember  I don’t  think  I was  in 
there  more  than  twice  or  possibly  three 
times.  But  I think  it  wasn’t  more  than 
twice  that  I was  in  there  before  we  actu- 
ally came  to  a final  settlement  on  the 
theatre.” 

“What  I asked  you  was,  in  the  course  of 
your  life  up  to  the  time  that  the  lease 
was  signed  had  you  been  in  that  theatre 
three  times  and  no  more?” 

Master  Cautions  M&R  District  Manager 

“I  don’t  think  so,”  Simon  stated.  “To 
the  best  of  my  recollection  . . .” 

“This  is  all  fine  for  the  stenographer, 
but  it  all  costs  money,”  said  the  master. 
“You  just  answer  the  question.  Pay  atten- 
tion to  it.  The  answer  to  that  was  ‘no,’ 
you  hadn’t  been  in  there?” 

“No,”  said  Simon.  “I  have  not  been  in 
there  more  than  three  times  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection.” 

“Had  you  made  any  inquiries  of  the  prior 
operator  of  the  theatre  as  to  how  it  had 
done?” 

“No.” 

“Had  you  been  given  any  information 
as  to  how  it  had  done?” 

“Well,  the  only  information  . . .” 

“First,”  McClennen  interrupted,  “had 
you  been  given  any?” 

“Yes.” 

“Who  gave  it  to  you?” 

“This  Mr.  Miller,”  said  Simon,  “this 
party  that  owned,  or  had,  a store  on  the 
main  street,  right  close,  not  very  far  from 
the  theatre.” 

“What  information  did  Mr.  Miller  give 
you  as  to  how  the  theatre  had  done?” 

“He  didn’t  teU  me  how  it  had  done.  He 
simply  outlined  to  me  that  it  was  running 
very  poorly,  that  this  fellow  that  was  in 
there  was  changing  the  prices,  and  one 
day  it  would  be  one  price  and  another  day 
it  w'ould  be  another  price.  If  he  had  a 
better  picture  he  would  raise  the  price. 
And  he  thought  it  was  a very  bad  way  to 
run  a theatre.  And  he  thought  from  what 
he  knew  there  was  a chance  of  getting 
that  theatre.” 

“When  did  the  Rialto  cease  actually 
operating  under  the  prior  management?” 
McClennen  asked. 

“It  must  have  been  sometime  in  April.  I 
don’t  remember  the  exact  date  they 
ceased,  and  I took  over.” 

“Did  they  cease  operating  before  you 
signed  the  lease  in  April,  1933?” 

“I  don’t  remember  exactly,”  said  Simon. 
“I  know  how  it  worked  out.  I had  gone 
into  the  theatre  with  the  landlord.  That 
was  right  previous,  the  day  or  so  before 
(Continued  on  page  42) 


Exchanges  May  Be  Rivals 
At  Outing's  Contests 

Boston — Competition  between  exchanges 
may  feature  the  Boston  Motion  Picture 
and  Allied  Industry  Outing  to  be  held  at 
Seiler’s  Ten  Acres  on  Tuesday,  August  15. 
Baseball  and  other  athletic  events  designed 
to  include  one  and  all  will  occupy  much 
of  the  afternoon  program,  preceding  a 
general  banquet.  Tickets,  selling  for  two 
dollars,  include  everything. 

Steve  Broidy  of  Monogram,  Frank  Lydon 
of  Allied  and  Zippy  Goldman  of  Warner 
have  been  appointed  to  the  prize  commit- 
tee by  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey,  chairman 
in  charge  of  the  day. 

Arthur  K.  Howard  of  Allied,  Cyril  Mc- 
Gerigle  of  RKO  and  Exhibitor  Kenneth 
Forkey  are  in  charge  of  sports. 

Charles  Repec  of  M-G-M  and  Harry 
Aaronson  and  Ben  Johnson  of  the  The- 
atrical Post  of  the  American  Legion  have 
been  assigned  to  make  arrangements  for 
transportation.  Tire  dinner  committee  is 
composed  of  Harry  Martin  of  Universal, 
Sam  Berg  of  20th-Fox,  Tom  Duane  of 
Paramount  and  Harry  Rosenblatt  of 
M-G-M. 


Low  Gross  Prize  to  Cohen 
At  MPTO  Golf  Tourney 

New  Haven — A score  of  75  brought  Jos- 
eph Cohen,  of  the  Boston  Pouzzner  cir- 
cuit, the  low  gross  prize  at  the  fourth 
annual  Connecticut  MPTO  golf  tourna- 
ment, held  August  1 at  the  Racebrook 
Country  Club. 

The  low  net  prize  went  to  Milton  Small 
of  New  Haven.  Termed  the  best  Connecti- 
cut exhibitor  golfer  was  George  Loukides, 
assistant  at  the  Loew-Poli  in  Waterbury. 
Second  prize  went  to  Ralph  Thurston  of 
the  Saybrook  Theatre  and  third  to  Jim 
Casey  of  the  Colonial  at  Canaan. 

A total  of  67  other  prizes  were  distributed 
to  golfers  and  non-golfers  at  the  dinner 
which  concluded  the  event. 

This  year’s  tournament  was  one  of  the 
best  attended,  numbering  many  guests 
from  New  York  and  Massachusetts. 


State  Police  Investigate 
Fire  at  Milford,  Conn, 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — State  police  are  in- 
vestigating the  mysterious  fire  which  dam- 
aged the  screen  of  the  Colonial  at  Wal- 
nut Beach,  Milford.  Firemen,  who  broke 
into  the  theatre  at  4 a.  m.,  were  forced 
to  battle  the  blaze  half  an  hour  before 
bringing  it  under  control.  Damage  was 
estimated  at  $500. 

“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  was  play- 
ing at  the  theatre. 


Monogram  Sales  Soar 

Boston — Monogram  sales  in  New  Eng- 
land are  80  per  cent  ahead  of  last  year’s 
Steve  Broidy,  local  sales  manager,  has 
informed  this  publication.  Broidy,  who 
had  figures  on  his  desk  to  prove  his  con- 
tention, noted  that  last  year’s  business, 
in  turn,  was  appreciably  ahead  of  that  of 
the  year  before. 
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J^UBLEY  MURPHY,  the  director,  told  the 
home  town  folks  how  to  produce  mo- 
tion pictures  last  week.  Murphy,  whose 
latest  release  is  “One  Third  of  a Nation,” 
spoke  from  the  stage  of  E.  M.  Loew’s  Win- 
chester in  the  Massachusetts  town. 

V/illiam  Cuddy  of  RKO,  Charles  Repec 
of  M-G-M,  and  William  Murphy  of  Im- 
perial spent  the  other  weekend  at  Chet 
Grenier’s  summer  haunt  in  Humarock. 

H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  divisional  man- 
ager, was  scheduled  to  leave  this  week  on 
a swing  of  his  northeast  houses  . . . Ar- 
thur K.  Howard  of  the  Independent  Exhi- 
bitors, Inc.,  returned  to  New  York  this 
week  on  business. 

Harry  Smith,  RKO  booker,  left  this 
week  for  a sojourn  at  New  Gloucester,  Me. 
. . . Dave  Grover,  fellow  RKO  booker,  re- 
turned Monday  from  Provincetown. 

Gerald  Partington  has  been  promoted  to 
assistant  chief  of  service  at  Keith’s  Mem- 
orial . . . William  McCourt  pinch  hit  at 
the  de  luxe  house  during  the  absence  of 
Bermudaizing  city  manager  Ben  Domingo. 

George  Sargent,  MkP  manager,  found  a 
spelling  bee  drew  unusually  large  Wednes- 
day crowds  to  the  Paramount  in  Rutland, 
Vt.  . . . Howard  Parker,  manager  of  the 
Paramount  in  Newton,  beat  the  heat  re- 
cent Mondays  with  a cooking  school  pro- 
motion. 

Steve  Broidy  and  Ben  Welansky  of  Mon- 
ogram were  in  New  York  Monday  to  meet 
Roy  Johnston  when  the  Normandie  docked. 

The  Paramount  in  Haverhill  has  been 
closed  by  the  MkP  Theatres  Corp. 

Max  Burlone,  National  Screen  Service 
booker,  returns  Monday  from  New  Hamp- 
shire . . . John  Davin  of  NSS  special  ser- 
vice department  was  back  this  week  from 
a trip  which  did  not  omit  the  World’s 
Pair  . . . Joe  Barrila  of  the  NSS  poster 
department  also  returned  from  vacation 
leave. 

Al  Herman,  Universal  executive,  was  in 
town  last  week  . . . Warren  Nichols,  Peter- 
borough exhibitor  who  has  recently  been 
on  the  sick  list,  dropped  down  from  New 
Hampshire  . . . Thad  Barrows  was  out  of 
town  last  week. 

Fred  Morley  of  the  R.  E.  Griffith  cir- 
cuit and  Roy  E.  Heffner  of  Bank  Night, 
former  Oklahoma  buddies,  are  due  to  wet 
a fly  or  two  at  Moosehead  Lake  in  Maine. 

Recognition  of  the  TMAT  in  Spring- 
field  has  been  taken  under  advisement  by 
the  state  labor  relations  commission  which 
held  a hearing  last  week  on  union  and 
Western  Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc., 
protests  on  the  eligibility  of  seven  present 
and  former  employes  of  the  Goldstein 
Brothers’  circuit  . . . Loew’s,  Inc.,  and 
TMAT  controversy  in  Boston  also  remain- 
ed at  a standstill. 

L.  L.  Foster,  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
executive,  goes  to  Harwichport  the  first 
two  weeks  in  August  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur K.  “Allied”  Howard  are  spending  Au- 
gust in  Plymouth,  the  former  commuting 
. . . Curtis  Prest,  horse-riding  member  of 


the  Keith’s  Memorial  staff,  has  returned 
from  a Maine  stay. 

Hugo  Ugloni,  assistant  treasurer  at  the 
Metropolitan,  has  a new  male  citizen  at 
his  home. 

Frederick  E.  Lieberman,  circuit  owner, 
continues  to  hold  “Ecstasy”  at  the  local 
Newsreel  Theatre.  The  feature,  which 
seems  due  to  fulfill  its  boast  that  it  is  set 
for  the  summer,  is  being  distributed  in 
New  England  through  Edward  Kleine  of 
the  Bay  State  Film  Co. 

Walter  Gillis,  Cameo  Screen  Attractions 
office  manager,  left  last  week  Wednes- 
day for  that  usual  thing  . . . Frank  Sulli- 
van of  Capitol  returned  this  week  from 
Alton  Bay  . . . Helen  Fitzgerald,  the  smile 
at  Nesti’s,  leaves  August  12  for  the  World’s 
Fair  and  points  sundry. 

Tallulah  Englesman  of  the  E.  M.  Loew 
office  made  the  World’s  Pair  a focal  point 
of  a motor  trip  . . . Joan  Long  of  Univer- 
sal has  been  sunning  at  Nantasket  . . . 
Annie  Curran  of  United  Artists  has  been 
taking  a nutmeg  state  rest  cure. 

James  Sheeran  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Safety  continued  to  be  hospitalized 
last  week  at  the  John  Adams  segment  of 
the  Soldiers’  Home  in  Chelsea. 

Florence  MacLean  is  now  with  the  of- 
fice force  of  National  Screen  Service. 
Frank  Wolf,  office  manager,  appointed  her 
to  succeed  Louise  Farrell  who  resigned. 

Salvatore  DiManno,  Loew’s  State  treas- 


urer who  wields  a better  violin  than  Jack 
Benny,  is  now  playing  “Love  in  Bloom”  in 
earnest.  A wedding  date  with  a music- 
publishing miss  in  New  York  looms  near. 

Kenneth  R.  Douglass,  Capitol  Theatre 
Supply  head,  spent  last  weekend  at  Wolfe- 
boro,  lining  up  bass  holes  for  a Lake 
Winnepesaukee  fishing  trip  the  last  two 
weeks  in  August  . . . Jake  Coolidge  of 
newsreel  fame  was  in  town  last  week  . . . 
Harry  Kirchgessner,  National  Screen  man- 
ager, was  at  Newfound  Lake  the  week  be- 
fore last,  and  at  Pairlee,  Vt.,  last  week. 

The  Straw  Hat  Theatre  in  Cambridge 
plans  to  move  to  permanent  whiter  quar- 
ters at  the  culmination  of  the  summer 
stage  show  season. 

George  French,  former  manager  at 
Keith’s  Memorial,  has  won  several  recent 
boat  races  here,  as  he  makes  a profession 
of  a former  hobby  by  designing  and  sell- 
ing water  craft  . . . Ann  Leavitt  of  Lea- 
vitt’s in  Ogunquit  was  in  town  last  week 
. . . Jim  Murphy,  Universal  booker  here 
from  Philadelphia,  has  been  fishing  . . . 
Marie  O’Connor  of  National  Screen  began 
a two  weeks’  vacation  this  week. 

Al  Hamilton,  manager  of  the  Empress 
in  South  Norwalk,  has  been  working  on  a 
plan  whereby  Connecticut  ivomen’s  clubs 
in  Norwalk,  Westport  and  Darien  and  sur- 
rounding communities  would  sponsor  a 
kiddie  show  Saturday  mornings. 

Mary  Trainor  of  Columbia,  convalesc- 
( Continued  on  page  85) 


CAPITOL  WORLD  CRUISES— 1939-1940 

Mr,  Exhibitor: 

Invite  your  patrons  on  the  most  adventurous  world  cruise  they 
ever  heard  of.  It  will  last  twelve  months  and  take  them  to  thou- 
sands of  places  in  every  corner  of  the  world. 

Instead  of  the  usual  tourist  sights  where  historic  events  once  occurred, 
they  will  see  things  from  the  inside  and  witness  historic  events 
while  they  are  actually  happening. 

MEMBERS  OF  THIS  CRUISE  , . . 

Will  visit  the  world's  laboratories  to  see  the  wonders  of  science 
and  miracles  of  medicine  in  the  making. 

* 

Will  meet  the  news-makers  face-to-face  and  judge  their  doings 
by  seeing  their  lives  unfold  before  their  eyes. 

■k 

Will  renew  their  acquaintance  with  the  living  art  of  the  past  and 
the  outstanding  art  of  today,  much  in  beautiful  color. 

* 

Will  see  the  ways  of  the  world's  people  at  work  and  at  play. 

Let  them  have  the  comfort  of  Ideal  Chairs  and  the  clear  bright  view  af- 
forded by  a combination  of  Brenkert,  Motiograph,  and  Da-Lite  Screens. 
You'll  get  a kick,  Mr.  Cruise  Director,  out  of  their  increased  pleasure  and 
out  of  your  increased  patronage. 

Bon  voyage, 

capitol  theatre  supply  company 
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poURTH  annual  film  golf  tournament  was 

a great  success  and  several  of  the  boys 
are  now  sporting  new  watches  and  clocks, 
golf-figure  trophies,  silver  pieces,  sport 
shirts,  clubs,  ash  trays,  desk  sets,  sun- 
burns, sore  joints,  blisters  and  other  me- 
mentos. Ralph  Civitello,  Filmrow  artist, 
invited  contestants  to  warm  up  at  his  driv- 
ing range  the  night  before  . . . The  tenth 
annual  film  district  outing  on  the  10th 
is  next,  and  film  magnates  are  practicing 
the  three-legged  race  in  their  spare  time. 
No  practice  is  required  on  the  pie-eating. 

Modern  Theatre  Equipment  finished  the 
extensive  Rialto,  Windsor  Locks,  remodel- 
ing job  on  the  dot,  and  the  house  re- 
opened on  the  23rd  under  Dave  Magliora’s 
mayiagership  . . . Other  improvements  fin- 
ished about  the  same  time  included  in- 
stallation of  an  air-conditioning  system 
in  the  730-seaf  Rivoli  and  490-seaf  Brook- 
laic-n  theatres,  Bridgeport  . . . The  Strand 
Amusement  900-seat  Hippodrome  loill  be 
reseated  and  outfitted  some  time  this 
month  . . . The  Regal,  Hartford  Warner 
house,  will  get  a new  jnarquee. 

National  Theatre  Supply  will  install  new 
projectors,  lamps,  generator,  sound  and 
new  screen  in  the  new  750 -seat  Torans 
Amusement  Corp.  house  in  Jewett  City, 
nearing  completion.  Quittner  and  Perakos 
are  considering  “Ritz”  as  a name.  Ameri- 
can Seating  will  furnish  chairs.  September 
15  is  tentative  opening  date  . . . Robert 
Schwartz  has  contracted  with  American 
Seating  for  700  chairs  for  his  new  Park, 
Thomaston,  which  should  be  ready  Labor 
Day. 

The  500-seat  Windsor  Theatre,  to  be 
operated  by  Lockioood-Gordon-Lampert  on 
reopening,  closed  for  renovation  . . . State 
fire  marshal  and  state  police  have  been 
called  in  to  mvestigate  the  fire  which  did 
$500  damage  to  the  Colonial.  Walnut 
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Beach.  Investigators  suspect  some  connec- 
tion with  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,” 
showing  at  the  time  at  the  theatre.  Screen 
and  drapes  were  burned.  House  had  been 
cleaned  at  the  close  of  performance  and 
no  defective  wiring  could  be  discovered. 

First  Bingo  test  case  at  Savin  Rock  re- 
sulted in  a $250  fine  to  the  operators  of 
“Voley.”  Organization  members  hereafter 
will  receive  permits  and  be  in  charge  of 
games  in  accordance  with  the  new  law 
...  In  Meriden,  chief  of  police  refused 
permits  to  organizations  trying  to  get 
around  the  law,  which  prescribes  merchan- 
dise prizes  only,  by  giving  out  order  slips 
for  merchandising  . . . Southington,  New 
Britain  and  Derby  authorities  have  given 
Bingo  the  required  “Yes”  . . . New  Haven 
aldermen  will  consider  the  question  this 
month. 

Litigatio-n  in  the  “borscht”  circuit  is 
rumored  finished  out  of  court,  with  Mrs. 
Nathan  Lampert  acquiring  the  Glastonbury 
Theatre  and  Morris  Kempner  in  charge 
. . . Alexander  annual  all-day  cruise  was 
a double  feature  this  year,  with  Wednes- 
day reserved  for  Connecticut  MPTO,  and 
Thursday  for  Allied  Theatres  of  Connec- 
ticut. Adolph  Haas,  Jules  Livingston  and 
Harry  Green  were  hosts  both  days,  the 
de  luxe  yacht  leaving  Milford  Yacht  Club 
early  in  the  mornmg  each  time  and  re- 
turning at  sunset  . . . The  new  Alexander 
Preview  Co.  has  sent  Jules  Livingston  into 
the  territory  as  Connecticut  representative. 

Welcome  Sam  Seletsky,  former  western 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  Republic 
representative  in  Boston,  who  is  new  Re- 
public manager  for  Connecticut.  Jack 
Bellman  also  visited  from  Boston  for  sev- 
eral days  . . . Meadow  St.  was  sorry  to 
see  George  Rabinowitz  return  to  Boston, 
his  native  soil  . . . Warner  Club  outing 
at  Ye  Castle  Inn,  Saybrook,  reported  a 
pleasant  day,  with  Fi-ank  Flood  in  charge. 
Among  those  present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cy  Barrett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Germaine, 
John  Pavone,  P.  DeFazio,  Tim  O’Toole, 
I.  H.  Levine,  Sidney  Swirsky,  Jeanette  Ber- 
liner, Lenore  LaVine  and  Jack  O’Connell. 
Hardier  souls  braved  the  rain  for  a swim. 

Robbery  of  $216  reported  at  the  Stuart 
Theatre,  Lakeville,  during  the  wee  hours 
. . . Oddity  in  the  news:  Joe  Faith  has  a. 
neon  sign  at  the  Cinema,  Collinsville,  but 
he  can’t  light  it  because  it  attracts  too 
many  mosquitoes  . . . Fred  Van  Doren, 
as  yet,  has  not  started  proposed  construc- 
tion of  a new  Waterbury  theatre,  because 
of  his  father’s  ilhiess  . . . G-men  arrived 
in  Manchester  to  check  on  bootleg  films 
used  at  stag  parties,  and  several  citizens 
are  nervous  about  the  possibility  of  hav- 
ing to  testify  in  court  . . . WELI,  New 
Haven’s  own  station,  used  by  several  local 
theatres  for  regular  programs,  is  soon  to 
have  full-time  permit  instead  of  sun-up 
to  sundoivn. 

Lou  Anger  of  the  Anger  circuit  is  de- 
voting much  time  to  fight-promoting  ac- 
tivities these  days.  Anger  is  putting  on  an 
outdoor  bout  at  Pleasure  Beach  Park.  He 
also  is  spending  a lot  of  time  in  Boston 
on  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit 


. . . Dick  Cohen  is  shouting  his  new  Mir- 
ro-aluminum  deal  for  September  1 use 
from  the  housetops  . . . Emil  Feldberg  has 
signed  the  Hamilton,  Waterbury  and  Capi- 
tol, East  Haven,  on  National  Screen  deals 
. . . Lou  Moscow  has  sold  the  burnished 
gold  bak-serv  deal  to  the  Capitol,  Bridge- 
port. 

Oscar  Hausner  has  increased  the  Broad- 
brook  Theatre  to  a full-week  schedule.  Pol- 
icy under  the  Lamperts  was  four-a-week 
. . . Lyric,  Hartford,  is  featuring  bathing 
beauty  contests  for  the  choice  of  “Miss 
Hartford,”  who  will  compete  for  the  “Miss 
Connecticut”  title,  who,  in  turn,  will  match 
figures  on  the  Atlantic  City  boardwalk  . . . 
The  Dixwell,  New  Haven  and  Community , 
Fairfield,  find  it  profitable  to  crow  about 
“Cool  comfort  ...  no  chills”  in  their  daily 
ads  . . . Rialto,  Stamford,  now  has  Wednes- 
day bargain  matinees  for  ladies  at  10  cents 
. . . Julian  Tuthill  has  many  novel  parties 
planned  for  the  summer  at  Conrose’s  Cine- 
ma City,  Sound  View.  Last  week,  a New 
Britain  anniversary  party  came  to  the 
theatre  in  a group  and  stayed  for  mock 
marriage,  impromptu  vaudeville  and  danc- 
ing on  the  stage  afterwards. 

Among  the  State,  Hartford,  fall  stage 
bookings  is  Drummer  Gene  Krupa,  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  full  time  reopening  date.  Other 
name  bands  to  follow  include  Sammy  Kaye, 
Blue  Barron  and  Charlie  Barnet  . . . Mor- 
ris Jacobson  of  Bridgeport  is  vacationing 
in  Monticello  . . . Ben  Simon  made  a fly- 
ing trip  to  Casco,  Me.,  to  see  his  camper 
son  . . . Tim  O’Toole  and  Tom  Donaldson 
were  home  office  visitors  in  New  York 
. . . J.  M.  Joyce  is  doing  the  territory  as 
special  RKO  exploitation  man  on  “Bache- 
lor Mother”  . . . Harry  Leids  of  the  Loew 
construction  department  is  making  a gen- 
eral survey  of  Poll  houses  . . . Joe  Urdang 
of  Aetna  Windowcleaning  was  a visitor  . . . 
Carmen  Mascoli  of  the  Alhambra,  Water- 
bury, is  on  a fishing  trip  near  Old  Or- 
chard, Me.  . . . Emmett  Cashman,  travel- 
ing RKO  auditor,  is  giving  the  New  Haven 
office  the  o.  o. 

E.  H.  Ralston  of  the  Strand,  Seymour, 
is  threatening  to  close  . . . Hymie  Schwartz 
of  the  Hillcrest,  Taftville,  is  holding  open 
house  at  his  Ocean  Beach  cottage  . . . 
Mary  O’Brien  of  United  Artists  is  spend- 
ing part  of  her  vacation  in  New  York  . . . 
Hannah  Ginsberg  of  the  Warner  exchange 
(Continued  on  page  88) 


Consolation 


Bridgetown,  Conn. — Tony  Kosinski  got 
his  radio  after  all. 

When  Matt  L.  Saunders,  manager  of  the 
Loew-Poli  Theatre,  read  that  the  state 
amatuer  golf  champion  had  been  outlucked 
in  the  medalist  round  of  the  recent  invi- 
tation tournament,  he  immediately  set  to 
work  to  see  that  Tony  at  least  would  have 
the  consolation  of  having  a duplicate  radio. 

As  a result,  the  radio  was  presented 
to  the  golfer  on  the  stage  of  the  theatre. 
The  presentation  was  made  on  behalf  of 
Saunders  by  George  Sparling,  the  veteran 
professional  at  the  Brooklawn  Country 
Club. 
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Public  Saiety  Requires  Tribute  to  a Native  Son  by 
Gold  Digger  Deletion  Swanzey  Townspeople 
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(Continued  from  page  83) 
ing  from  a serious  operation,  is  expected 
to  return  to  work  in  about  a month  . . . 
Fred  Greenway,  Loew’s  State  manager, 
and  his  bride  were  back  in  the  Hub  this 
week  after  a session  of  Chicago  . . . Edith 
(Goodwin)  Moore  of  Capitol  is  scheduled 
to  spend  much  of  August  at  her  camp  in 
Wolfeboro,  N.  H. 

Ed  Splaine  of  the  accounting  depart- 
ment of  National  Screen  has  been  tak- 
ing it  more  or  less  easy  in  Arlington  . . . 
Bill  Hawkins  of  Capitol  is  to  divide  two 
September  weeks  between  New  York  and 
Cape  Cod  . . . Doris  Vatcher  of  the  RKO 
Boston  has  been  in  Canada. 

George  Kraska,  summering  in  Winthrop, 
is  to  reopen  the  Fine  Arts  in  September 
. . . Leonard  Kraska,  Fine  Arts  house  man- 
ager, has  been  in  New  Hampshire  . . . Polly 
Berkowitz  of  NSS  is  back  from  Nantasket 
. . . Max  Magovsky,  first  exchange  em- 
ployes imion  president,  is  back  in  town 
after  a bit  of  the  World’s  Fair. 

Charles  White  of  Keith’s  Memorial  has 
been  vacationing  . . . Ann  McCarthy,  new 
at  the  house,  is  in  town  from  Cape  Cod 
. . . Frank  Hayner,  also  with  the  first  run, 
has  been  at  the  World’s  Fair. 

C.  J.  Russell,  manager  of  the  Opera 
House  in  Bangor,  learned  that  James 
Mutty,  localite,  had  been  in  the  same  regi- 
ment with  Vernon  Castle  during  the  war. 
Mutty,  so  Russell  also  learned,  had  pic- 
tures of  Castle’s  crash  in  Canada  and  of 
his  final  crack-up  in  Texas.  The  business, 
strategically  exploited,  hypoed  “The 
Castles”  business  at  the  M&P  house. 

Frank  Moore  of  the  Motor-In  Theatre 
in  Saco,  Me.,  was  in  town  last  week  . . . 
Walter  Silverman,  Columbia  booker,  and 
his  mother  Bar  Harbor  it  ..  . Rose  Stein- 
berg of  M&P  has  returned  from  New 
Hampshire  . . . Meyer  Marcus,  MhP  as- 
sistant publicist,  has  headed  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Chicago  . . . Maurice  Schwartz  of 
the  same  circuit  is  back  from  Canada. 

Boston  figured  intimately  last  week  in  a 
New  York  soiree  at  the  RKO  Palace,  cele- 
brating the  26th  anniversary  of  the  land- 
mark which  is  about  to  be  modernized. 
Ed  West,  only  survivor  of  the  first  B.  F. 
Keith  vaudeville  bill — which  was  present- 
ed in  1883  at  Keith’s  Family  Theatre  in 
Boston — was  present.  Ray  Conner,  for 
seme  years  manager  of  Keith’s  Memorial 
in  Boston  before  becoming  resident  head 
of  the  Palace,  was  also  on  hand. 


Shoot  "Philo  Vance" 

Hollywood — “Philo  Vance  Returns”  this 
week  went  into  production  at  Warner  Bros. 
James  Stephenson  and  Margot  Stevenson, 
heretofore  of  the  stage,  have  leading  roles, 
with  William  Clemens  directing  from  a 
script  by  Tom  Reed. 


"Hunchback"  Well  Along 

Hollywood — Well  along  in  production 
this  week  was  the  RKO  version  of  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,”  starring 
Charles  Laughton.  William  Dieterle  is  di- 
recting for  Producer  Pandr o Berman. 


Boston — A woman  may  not  be  referred 
to  as  a “little  gold  digger”  with  impunity 
on  the  Massachusetts  silver  screen.  De- 
letions on  “The  Return  of  the  Frog,”  the 
only  film  in  the  latest  list  of  36  releases 
to  be  cut  by  Bay  State  censors,  was  relieved 
of  this  dialogue  item  together  with  two 
“ ‘ells”  and  a scene  “showing  Mum  thumb- 
ing her  nose.” 

The  list  included  RKO’s  “Bachelor  Molh- 
er,”  United  Artist’s  “Winter  Carnival,” 
and  Paramount’s  “This  Man  Is  News.” 


Swanzey,  N.  H. — Memories  of  the  thea- 
tre of  another  day  were  recalled  when 
“The  Old  Homestead,”  the  melodrama 
that  set  a record  with  a four-year  run  in 
New  York  in  the  80’s,  was  staged  by 
townspeople  here — the  home  town  of  Den- 
man Thompson,  actor -playwright  who 
wrote  and  staged  the  original  production. 

The  play  was  presented  in  an  outdoor 
theatre  for  three  days  and  drew  capacity 
crowds  from  all  parts  of  New  England. 
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Phil  Smith  gets  our  nomination  as  one  of 
the  most  handsome  and  most  progressive 
executives  in  the  exhibition  end  of  the  film 
industry.  This  young  chap  thrives  on  tak- 
ing on  seemingly  impossible  tasks  which 
have  been  given  up  as  lost  by  others.  And 
he  usually  surmounts  these  obstacles,  no 
matter  how  big  they  are.  Beginning  as  a 
distributor  several  years  ago,  college- 
trained  Phil  Smith  switched  to  the  manage- 
ment end  and  now  operates  a string  of  out- 
door theatres  in  Detroit  and  Cleveland.  In 
addition,  he  has  houses  in  Ipswich  and 
South  Boston,  Mass.,  and  New  York.  We  are 
reminded  by  a former  secretary  to  Phil  who 
said  that  she  heard  the  name  Smith  around 
his  office  all  the  time  but  didn't  meet  her  boss  until  six  months  later.  Phil 
may  be  busy  but  he  still  finds  time  for  a round  of  golf  or  some  fishing. 

* * ★ 

In  this  next  photograph,  we  feature  an  exclusive  shot  of  a man  who  has 
just  become  a father.  Meet  Tommy  Fermoyle,  the  new  papa.  Lots  of  luck, 
“daddy,"  and  don't  forget  the  cigars.  This 
fellow  books  as  many  films  as  practically 
any  other  New  Englander.  You  see.  Tommy 
books  the  local,  downtown  and  subsequent 
run  houses  in  the  M&P  chain.  New  England's 
largest  circuit.  Nevertheless,  he  is  a movie 
fan.  He  attends  all  the  screenings  and  still 
visits  the  theatre  a couple  of  times  each 
week.  In  recognition  of  his  ability  he  was 
recently  elected  first  vice-president  of  the 
Boston  Bookers'  Club. 


Here's  a little  reminder  on  Monogram's 
“Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown,"  starring  Boris 
Karloff.  This  is  the  third  in  the  popular  Mr. 

Wong  series  based  on  stories  by  Hugh  Wylie  from  Collier's  Magazine.  Book- 
ings are  coming  in  fast  and  thick,  so  don't  waste  any  time  in  arranging  a date 
for  your  theatre  from  our  booker.  Tom  O'Brien. 

Steve  Broidy 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 


39  CHURCH  STREET 


BOSTON 
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DUE  to  Sunday  shows  now  being  per- 
mitted in  Portland,  its  three  first-run 
houses  have  changed  their  opening  days. 
Following  the  State’s  lead  of  switching 
from  Wednesdays  to  Pi’iday,  the  Empire 
decided  on  a Thursday  opening  and  the 
Strand  on  a Sunday  opening  instead  of 
Monday,  as  has  been  their  practice  for 
months. 

Fred  Allen,  film  actor  and  radio  come- 
dian, is  vacationing  at  Old  Orchard  Beach. 
On  July  27  Allen  accepted  an  invitation 
to  serve  as  "guest”  timer  for  the  feature 
event  of  the  Grand  circuit  program  at  the 
resort’s  famous  kite  track. 

Thanks  to  Phil  Coolidge,  Paramount’s 
newsreel  cameraman,  and  to  Paramount’s 
efficiency,  the  State  Theatre  was  able  to 
scoop  the  town  with  shots  of  the  long 
search  and  final  rescue  of  Bonn  Pendler, 
12-year-old  youth  who  successfully  with- 
stood 8 days  in  Maine’s  Mt.  Katahdin 
region. 

The  Maine  Theatre,  a seccmd-run  house, 
has  changed  its  policy  to  three  shows  a 
week,  effective  Sunday,  July  30  . . . The 
Colonial  Theatre,  a.  subsequerit,  has  gojie 
dark  and  will  remain  closed  until  August. 
Extensive  alterations  are  being  planned 
. . . Maine’s  only  open-air  drive-in  theatre, 
located  near  Saco,  has  begun  advertising 
over  WCSH.  Prices  are  35c  for  adults,  chil- 
dren and  cars  free. 

Filmrow  visitors:  Bill  Benjamin,  NS 
salesman,  and  Mrs.  Benjamin;  Tom  Felony, 
Fox  representative,  Boston;  Rudy  Vallee, 
headliner  at  the  Old  Orchard  Pier  July 
22,  and  Hal  Kemp,  orchestra  leader,  oc- 
cupying the  same  spot  a week  later. 

"The  World  of  Mirth  Show,”  a carnival 
in  South  Portland,  is  giving  the  exhibitors 
something  to  think  about  this  week  . . . 
New  sigjis  and  background  are  being  in- 
stalled in  the  State  Theatre  lobby  . . . 
Nathan  Press,  assistant  manager  at  the 
State,  left  July  30  to  vacation  in  Boston. 

Some  of  the  Maine  boys  who  attended 
the  recent  M&P  annual  N.  E.  district 
meeting  in  Boston,  are  still  marveling  at 
their  luck  in  being  able  to  see  a Red 
Sox  double-header  and  such  a double- 
header!  With  their  favorite  team  winning, 
not  one,  but  both  games.  “And  how!’’  in 
the  boys’  lingo.  A regular  “Frank  Merri- 
well’’  finish,  they  swear.  Tlrey’re  con- 
vinced the  “bosses”  are  psychic  to  be  able 
to  pick  such  a dilly. 

Gene  Ford,  who  was  recently  named 
managing  director  of  Loew’s  Capitol  The- 
atre in  Washington,  D.  C.,  replacing  How- 
ard Burkhardt,  was  born  in  Portland  and 
is  the  son  of  Josephine  Ford  and  the  late 
Frank  D.  Ford.  He  was  educated  in  Port- 
land schools  before  going  to  New  York 
City  to  continue  his  musical  career  and  for 
further  study  and  training. 


Selznick  Holds  Stradling 

Hollywood — David  O.  Selznick  has  held 
Harry  Stradling,  cameraman,  for  another 
term.  His  next  assignment  is  “Rebecca.” 


Eeee — What  a 
Vowel  Jest 

Boston  — Harkening  to  oft-repeated 
lectures  on  summer  economizing,  a 
Maine  manager  for  the  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.,  has  been  plugging  along  with- 
out having  repairs  made  to  his  type- 
writer which,  it  seems,  lacks  the  letter 
“e.” 

Th  r suits  ar  oft  n som  what  p culiar. 


A Modern  Eve  Resents 
An  Apple  Temptation 

Boston — There’s  always  a dissenter.  Joe 
DiPesa,  Joe  Longo  and  A1  Longo  pro- 
moted 1,000  apples  and  concocted  a hypo- 
ing publicity  gag  for  “On  Borrowed  Time.” 

Tags  attached  to  the  stems  of  the  free- 
ly distributed  fruit  noted  that  each  was 
“a  forbidden  apple  . . . not  to  be  eaten.” 
The  copy  added  that  the  “forbidden  ap- 
ple,” as  connected  with  the  picture,  “caused 
more  excitement  than  the  one  Eve  gave 
Adam.” 

Some  woman  telephoned  the  Loew’s  pub- 
licity office  in  great  indignation  and  de- 
manded to  know  what  it  was  all  about. 
A1  Longo  referred  her  to  the  Bible.  Lon- 
go couldn’t  see  that  the  stunt  was  any- 
thing but  harmless. 

“Not  the  way  you  meant  it!”  the  lady 
interposed.  She  added,  “You  haven’t  heard 
the  last  of  this,  either.” 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


QNE  of  the  reasons  why  “Standing  Roem 
Only”  signs  are  not  being  hung  fre- 
quently at  New  Hampshire  film  houses 
during  the  summer,  is  that  one  of  the 
Sunday  crowds  at  Hampton  Beach  num- 
bered 110,000. 

“How  about  ‘The  Courtship  of  Myles 
Standish?”  suggests  a theatreman,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  Manchester  Union’s  recent 
suggestion  that  New  England  not  be  over- 
looked in  the  production  of  films  depicting 
historic  adventures. 

Despite  damage  done  by  last  fall’s  hur- 
ricane, it  is  announced  the  annual  Hop- 
kinton  Fair  will  be  held  in  September. 

Film  shows  have  been  resumed  at  the 
Opera  House  in  Alton  . . . Clarence  Mixer, 
manager  of  the  Bay  View  Pavilion,  sum- 
mer dance-film  spot  at  Alton  Bay,  attend- 
ed the  state  convention  of  the  American 
Legion  in  Lebanon.  He  is  commander  of 
the  post  in  Alton. 

Lily  Pons  and  her  husband,  Andre  Kos- 
telanetz,  enjoyed  a week’s  vacation  at  the 
Forest  Hills  Hotel,  Franconia,  in  the 
White  Mountains. 

Jim  Irwin,  manager  of  the  Winnipesau- 
kee  Gardens,  film  and  daiice  palace,  is 
featuring  "name”  bands  through  the  sum- 
mer season  at  the  Weirs.  Included  on  the 
list  are  Tommy  Reynolds,  Mai  Hallet 
(once  a Gardens  orchestra  player).  Bud 
Kelleher  and  others. 

Children  under  ten  attending  Wednes- 
day matinees  at  the  Palace  in  Manches- 
ter, have  been  receiving  free  Mickey 
Mouse  magazines. 


Separate  Deal  Made 
For  House  Fittings 

(Continued  from  page  38) 
we  signed  the  lease  or  the  day  after  . . . 
It  was  before  we  signed  the  lease. 

“I  seen  the  other  guy  stripping  the 
theatre.  He  was  stripping  the  entire  thea- 
tre, and  I went  in  and  I did  talk  to  him. 
I says  to  him,  ‘What  are  you  doing?’  He 
says,  ‘When  I am  through  here,  I am 
going  to  make  a wreck  out  of  this  theatre.’ 

“He  was  sore  at  the  landlord  for  some 
reason.  He  said  the  landlord  mistreated 
him. 

“I  said  to  the  landlord,  ‘What  are  you 
doing  about  this?  While  it  is  true  we  are 
going  to  fix  up  the  house,  there  are  cer- 
tain things  here  we  can  use.’ 

“He  had  already  taken  off  the  asbestos 
curtain  which  is  required  by  law  when 
you  have  a stage.  That  great  big  asbestos 
curtain  if  you  go  to  buy  one,  costs  a lot 
of  money,  and  it  would  be  a great  expense 
when  it  isn’t  required.  I said,  ‘What  about 
that?’ 

“The  landlord  says  to  me,  ‘He  is  dis- 
possessed, and  I have  an  order  for  him 
being  put  out,  and  he  claims  it  belongs  to 
him,  and  I know  it  belongs  to  us.  But  it 
is  up  in  the  air.  I am  not  going  to  fight 
about  it.’  I said,  ‘What  are  you  going  to 
do?’  He  said,  ‘I  rent  you  the  theatre  as 
it  is.’ 

Made  a Deal 

“I  went  in  with  the  landlord  and  got 
hold  of  this  fellow,  and  I made  a deal  with 
him  right  there  and  then  during  the  sev- 
eral hours  and  bought  the  whole  thing 
stock  and  barrel;  gave  him  a certain 
amount  of  money  for  it. 

“I  think  that  was  before  the  signing  of 
the  lease,  a day  before  or  two  days  before. 
He  must  have  stopped  operating  a few 
days  before  we  actually  signed  the  lease 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection.” 

McClennen  asked  Simon,  “At  the  time 
you  were  negotiating  for  this  lease,  you 
knew  that  the  three  theatres  that  you  had 
mentioned  were  operated  by  some  Para- 
mount subsidiaries?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“And  you  knew  that  the  Liberty  was 
operated  by  Joe  Unger’s  brother?” 

“Yes.  I knew  Joe  Unger’s  brother  . . .” 

“Did  you  know  that  the  operator  was  a 
brother  of  Joe  Unger?” 

“At  the  time  I started  to  operate?” 

“Yes,”  said  McClennen. 

“I  certainly  did,”  said  Simon. 

“Did  you  know  that  Joe  Unger  was  in 
Paramount?” 

“Joe  Unger’s  brother  made  sure  to  tell 
me  that.” 

“Before  you  took  the  lease?” 

“No,”  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  district 
manager  answered.  “We  took  the  lease  in 
April,  and  we  opened  the  theatre  in 
August,  and  in  between  that  time  he  told 
me  that.” 

“Was  his  telling  you  that  the  first  time 
you  knew  of  Joe  Unger’s  being  connected 
with  Paramount?”  inquired  the  attorney 
for  the  major  distributors. 

“It  might  have  been.  I am  not  sure.  You 
see,  Joe  Unger  was  connected  with  the 
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home  office,  and  at  that  time  I hadn’t 
known  ...” 

“I  am  just  asking  you  if  his  telling  you 
that  was  the  first  you  knew?” 

“It  might  have  been.” 

“When  you  found  out  that  Joe  Unger 
was  connected  with  Paramount,  what  did 
you  find  out  his  position  to  be?” 

“I  don’t  know  what  it  was,”  said  Simon. 
“I  know  that  his  brother  told  me  that  he 
was  a big  shot  in  the  home  office.” 

“Up  to  that  time  you  had  not  known 
that  Joe  Unger  was  a ‘big  shot  in  home 
office’?” 

Only  Saw  “Back  of  Neck" 

“I  never  met  him,  no.” 

“Have  you  ever  met  him?”  McClennen 
asked. 

“Not  that  I remember,”  Simon  said.  “I 
have  seen  the  back  of  his  neck  when  he 
was  testifying  in  New  York,  when  I came 
in  to  listen  to  our  deposition;  when  I 
had  some  business  to  talk  to  Mr.  Morse, 
and  I saw  the  back  of  his  neck.  I did  not 
see  his  face.” 

“Prior  to  seeing  ‘the  back  of  his  neck’ 
when  he  was  testifying  in  this  case  in  New 
York,  had  you  ever  seen  Joe  Unger?” 

“Not  that  I know  of.” 

The  premium  question  came  up  and  was 
delved  into  at  length.  The  handing  out  of 
mixing  bowls  was  reached. 

“No,”  McClennen  said,  “at  this  stage 
you  were  giving  away  kitchenware  on 
these  nights  in  value  practically  as  much 
as  the  whole  cost  of  the  ticket,  were  you 
not?” 

“No.” 

“How  much  in  your  estimate  in  making 
that  answer  did  it  fall  short  of  the  cost  of 
the  ticket?” 

“A  little  over,  about  . . . Well,  at  that 
time  it  would  be  15  cents.  The  thing 
actually  cost,  I think,  8 cents  on  that  par- 
ticular deal,  and  there  would  be  7 cents 
left  approximately.” 

“You  notice  that  according  to  the  record 
of  the  hearing  they  cost  11  cents?” 

‘"That  was  on  one  occasion,  wasn’t  it, 
McClennen?”  broke  in  Philip  Hendrick. 
“Can’t  we  handle  this  thing  as  a whole 
proposition?  Some  of  it  cost  8 cents  and 
some  of  it  cost  9 cents  and  some  of  it  cost 
11  cents.  I don’t  want  to  have  to  go  all 
through  those  things  and  pick  out  each 
one.  Can’t  we  handle  it  as  a whole  deal? 
It  covers  a period  of  60  days,  doesn’t  it?” 

“I  don’t  know  how  many  weeks  there 
are,”  said  Simon,  “but  my  recollection 
after  I left  there  last  night  was  that  the 
deal  cost  about  8 cents  apiece.” 

“Some  costs  8 cents,  some  costs  9 cents, 
and  some  costs  more,”  said  Hendrick,  “and 
I don’t  know  whether  some  of  it  costs 
less  than  that.  If  this  is  important,  I don’t 
want  to  have  to  go  through  and  pick  out 
each  one  of  those  on  separate  nights, 
covering  60  odd  performances.” 

Time,  Too,  Is  Premium 

“If  your  Honor  please,”  said  Edward 
P.  McClennen,  “I  had  in  mind  two  things 
in  these  questions;  one,  getting  these 
figures  before  you,  and  the  other,  bringing 
to  your  attention  the  character  of  the 
candor  of  the  witness.” 

“I  also  have  in  mind  my  own  labors  if 
I have  got  to  pick  those  all  out  on  separate 
nights  if  it  becomes  important,”  the  mas- 
ter said.  “If  11  cents  is  picked  out  on  one 
night  as  a criterion,  and  I know  there  is 


Quiz  UA  Girls 


Boston  — The  far  famed  “Swedish 
Nightingale”  was  no  other  than  nurse 
Florence  Nightingale,  Doris  Berman  of 
United  Artists  informed  a WCOP  radio 
audience  last  Saturday  night.  Agnes  Don- 
ahue of  the  same  exchange  defined  a “list” 
as  “a  roll  to  the  left”  and  got  50  per  cent 
for  the  answer. 

The  United  Artists  gals  did  all  right, 
though,  and  defeated  four  Noyes  Buick 
salesmen  in  a catch-as-catch-can  infor- 
mation quiz.  The  Buick  representatives, 
all  males,  were  nothing  if  not  diplomatic, 
however.  Each  one  told  the  announcer 
that  he’d  rather  try  to  sell  a car  to  a 
woman  than  to  a man.  None  of  the  UA 
quartet  had  a new  Buick  up  to  the  time 
of  going  to  press. 

Sales  manager’s  secretary  Agnes  Dona- 
hue, biller  Frances  Collie,  cashier  Louise 
Buckley,  and  receptionist  Doris  Berman 
represented  the  United  Artists  exchange. 
Someone  asked  Miss  Donahue  who  her 
favorite  film  star  was.  It  proved  to  be 
Metro’s  Clark  Gable. 


Ginger  Rogers  Has  20 
"Doubles"  in  Boston 

Boston  — At  least  20  Greater  Boston 
girls  closely  resemble  Ginger  Rogers,  or 
think  they  do.  This  number  of  applicants 
answered  a Keith’s  Memorial  advertise- 
ment for  a reasonable  feminine  facsimile 
of  the  star.  Publicist  Jack  Granara,  aid- 
ed by  Red  King,  assistant,  surveyed  the 
mob  and  selected  one.  It  appeared  to  be 
the  first  applicant. 

One  young  lady  was  accompanied  by  her 
mother.  The  dowager  complained  of  hav- 
ing been  hectored,  following  the  advertise- 
ment’s appearance,  by  telephoned  insist- 
ences that  her  daughter  was  Miss  Rogers’ 
perfect  double  and  the  logical  answer  to 
Messrs.  Granara’s  and  King’s  printed 
prayer.  The  Messrs,  saw  no  justifica- 
tions for  the  hectoring. 

The  lucky  lady,  who  also  had  a driver’s 
license,  was  installed  behind  the  wheel  of 
a Crosley  car,  one  of  those  miniature  two- 
cylinder  gadgets.  To  protect  her  from  the 
wind,  Cyl  Champlin,  RKO  artist,  arrang- 
ed two  20x40  cards.  Granara  and  King 
had  the  cards  suitably  inscribed;  “Boston’s 
Ginger  Rogers  on  her  way  to  see  Ginger 
Rogers  in  ‘Bachelor  Mother.’  ” 


another  night  that  it  is  8 cents,  I have 
got  to  go  checking  through  the  whole 
argument  to  find  out  if  there  is  anything 
in  it  or  not.” 

“I  think  we  will  be  able  to  lay  the 
figures  before  you  so  that  you  won’t  have 
to  do  that,”  McClennen  said. 

“All  right,  sir,”  Hendi'ick  said.  “All  I 
pointed  out  to  you  was  that  11  cents  was 
not  a criterion  because  there  is  already 
evidence  in  here  of  8.4  and  9.6  cents.” 

McClennen  withdrew  the  question  and 
asked  instead,  “The  supposed  value  of 
these  gifts  to  your  patrons  at  retail  was 
greater  than  the  cost  to  you  at  wholesale, 
was  it  not?” 

“I  don’t  know  what  it  was  to  them,”  said 
Louis  Simon. 


JJVERY  Rhode  Island  theatre  manager 
and  employe  was  hoping  that  the 
Elk’s  Auditorium  here  would  be  packed 
for  the  Eddie  Healy  Memorial  Show  ar- 
ranged by  friends  of  the  late  vaudeville 
star.  Allan  Cross,  Healy’s  partner  back 
in  the  heydey  of  the  two-a-day,  headed 
the  program  arranged  largely  through  ef- 
forts of  “Doc”  Breed  of  the  Keith  book- 
ing office;  Harry  McDonald,  division 
manager  for  RKO;  Edward  Fay,  Eddie 
Reed  of  the  Strand;  Jack  Boyle  of  WJAR 
studio,  and  Martin  Toohey  of  the  Leroy, 
Pawtucket.  Joe  Spaziano  and  his  orches- 
tra from  Fays  donated  their  services  to 
play  for  the  show  and  local  stage  em- 
ployes union  members  also  contributed 
their  services. 

Latest  censor  headache  hereabouts  was 
experienced  by  Manager  Hy  Rodman  of 
E.  M.  Loew’s  Capitol,  Pawtucket,  last  week. 
With  window  cards  and  other  advertising 
matter  out  for  "Ecstasy,”  billed  for  a 
week’s  run,  Harry  F.  Curvin,  Pawtucket 
public  safety  director,  stepped  in  and  said 
a decisive  "No.”  In  Woonsocket,  the  police 
commission  last  week  banned  showing  of 
"Club  des  Femmes”  at  Laurier  Theatre 
after  one  day’s  showing.  Managers  there 
now  must  submit  list  of  bookings  to  police 
for  O.  K. 

Eddie  McBride  back  in  town  this  week 
after  a pleasant  vacation,  he  reports.  And 
we  noticed  a not  unfamiliar  smiling  Miss 
in  the  Strand’s  boxoffice  last  week  whom 
we  recognized  as  Louise  Clark,  formerly 
one  of  the  Albee’s  ticket  dispensers.  In- 
quiry revealed  she  was  “pinch-hitting”  for 
Mary  Kennedy,  Strand’s  regular  cashier 
who  was  spending  ten  days  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

E.  M.  Milburn  of  United  Artists’  New 
York  office  in  town  this  week  doing  special 
promotion  work  on  "Four  Feathers.” 

Sunday  Pictures  Make  No 
Headway  in  Brunswick 

Brunswick,  Me. — The  right  to  hold  Sun- 
day motion  picture  in  the  interim  from 
July  20  and  the  date  of  the  next  municipal 
election  was  denied  local  exhibitors  by 
Brunswick  voters  at  a special  town  meeting. 
The  vote  was  76  to  73. 

The  opposition  was  led  by  Selectman 
William  B.  Edwards,  who  said  he  spoke  as 
a private  citizen  and  not  as  an  official. 
The  Rev.  Sheldon  Christian,  minister  of 
the  First  Universalist  Church,  also  opposed 
the  measure  while  Joseph  Belanger  was  the 
lone  supporter. 

Edwards  warned  the  citizens  against 
“letting  down  the  bars,”  saying  that  too 
many  had  already  been  lowered,  referring 
to  pari-mutuel  betting  and  liquor  legisla- 
tion. The  Rev.  Mr.  Christian,  who  claimed 
himself  to  be  a “movie  fan,”  pleaded  that 
the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  be  preserved. 

Brunswick  is  the  only  town  in  Maine 
thus  far  to  be  denied  the  privilege  of 
Sunday  shows. 


Metro  Story  Buy 

Hollywood — “Tomorrow  Never  Comes,” 
a story  by  Fred  Rinaldo  and  Robert  Lees, 
has  been  purchased  by  Metro.  Lucien  Hub- 
bard produces. 
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Finds  Town  Fickle 


Boston — Dominic  Tuturro  has  been 
readying  to  open  in  Millbury  where  some- 
what of  a situation  exists.  Tuturro  was  ex- 
hibiting the  community’s  only  films  at  the 
Town  Hall  before  the  hurricane  deroofed 
the  same.  The  theatre  man,  who  claimed 
he  had  been  assured  exclusive  run  in  the 
town  by  the  selectmen,  began  to  renovate 
a former  church  for  film  showings. 

In  the  meantime,  three  other  applica- 
tions for  a theatre  were  filed.  The  board 
of  selectmen  approved  only  one,  that  of 
J.  Feldman,  Winchendon  partner  of  Joe 
Mathieu.  The  former  is  now  building. 
Tuturro,  who  has  been  fighting  the  situa- 
tion, is  said  to  plan  to  open  without  a 
license  if  none  is  forthcoming. 

Carnival's  Open  Air  Film 
Show  Is  Main  Feature 

Boston — An  impromptu  open-air  thea- 
tre proved  to  be  the  main  feature  at  a 
carnival  at  the  Orleans  County  Fair 
Grounds  in  Barton,  Vt.  Charles  Fish, 
Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.  technician, 
engineered  the  project  for  the  local  sup- 
ply house. 

Fish  set  up  two  projectors  in  a grand- 
stand and  shot  across  the  race  track  to  a 
screen  125  feet  away,  projecting  a 20  foot 
by  15.6  foot  frame.  Loud  speakers  were 
put  up  on  each  side  of  the  screen  and  the 
sound  synchronized  from  there.  Three  dif- 
ferent Columbia  features  were  shown  on 
successive  evenings. 


Early  Percentage  Deals 
Were  Deemed  Publicity 

Boston  — Percentage  bookings  vaulted 
into  existence  during  industry  infancy,  a 
recently  uncovered  herald  reveals. 

“Be  sure  and  come  to  the  Town  Hall 
tonight  if  you  want  to  see  pictures  that 
dance  and  actors  that  open  their  mouths 
like  they  are  talking,”  urged  the  hand- 
bill. “This  is  a slide  lantern  show  and 
the  cost  will  only  be  an  offering  at  the 
door.  What  monies  are  collected  in  this 
way  will  have  half  of  it  used  for  the  poor 
and  needy  of  the  town  and  the  other  half 
will  go  to  me,  Frederick  Randall  Craft, 
who  is  badly  in  need  of  same.” 


Producing  "Three  Sons" 

Hollywood — “Three  Sons,”  an  original 
by  Lester  Cohen,  is  now  in  production  at 
RKO,  with  Edward  Ellis,  Kent  Taylor  and 
William  Gargan  featured.  Jack  Hively  is 
directing  from  a script  by  John  Twist. 


Perhaps  in  Trade 
Terms 

Boston — "You  didn't  know,  did  you, 
that  I'm  taking  a course  in  public  speak- 
ing?" a film  man  asked  another  in  the 
Independent  Exhibitors  Inc.,  offices. 

"Is  that  so?"  said  the  skeptic.  "In 
v/hat  language?" 


WHEW  HA  VIEW 

(Continued  from  page  84) 
office  is  relaxing  at  Candleivood  Lake  . . . 
Sidney  Levine  of  the  Warner  office  is  back 
from  a Maine  vacation  . . . William  Hutch- 
ins of  National  Theatre  Supply  can’t  loait 
for  those  Asbury  Park  letters  . . . Morris 
Kaufman  of  Strand  Amusement  describes 
his  vacatiori  as  an  “upstate  auto  trip”  . . . 
Marjorie  Levine,  daughter  of  Charles  Le- 
vine, will  marry  Dr.  M.  Nusenfeld  in  Sep- 
tember . . . Grace  Cusanelli  of  Colurnbia 
ivill  see  the  Fair  durmg  her  vacation. 

Matt  Saunders,  George  Freeman  and 
Sam  Badamo  are  the  last  three  Loew-Poli 
managers  to  take  their  summer  leave  . . . 
Emil  Feldberg  is  weekending  at  Kent  Cliffs 
in  Peekskill  . . . Francis  Clark  of  Uni- 
versal will  divide  her  vacation  between  New 
York  and  Pond  Point  . . . Michael  Daly 
of  the  Daly,  Hartford,  returned  from  a 
rest  at  Atlantic  City  . . . Phil  Schwartz 
is  coming  into  New  Haven  by  train  these 
days  because  of  car  trouble  . . . Salesmen 
enjoy  air-conditioned  business  discussions 
at  the  Rivoli,  Bridgeport,  with  Athan  Pra- 
kas  these  days  . . . Mrs.  Philip  Saslau  of 
the  Fishman  circuit,  confined  to  her  home 
with  a back  injury  sustained  in  a recent 
auto  accident  . . . Abe  and  Jack  Mshman 
spent  a long  weekend  in  the  White  Moun- 
tains. 

House  doings:  Matt  Saunders  presented 
the  popular  local  golfer,  Tony  Kosinski, 
with  a consolation  prize  of  a radio  which 
he  just  missed  wmning  in  an  important 
local  tournament  on  the  stage  of  the  Loew- 
Poli,  Bridgeport.  The  papers  generously 
approved  . . . Bravos  to  Nat  Rubin,  as- 
sistant at  the  Poli,  New  Haven,  in  charge 
during  Bob  Russell’s  vacation.  He  accom- 
plished several  difficult  stunts  on  “On 
Borrowed  Time”  and  “Andy  Hardy.”  Rubin 
broke  Child's  restaurant  resistance  of  years 
ivith  a 9x12  banner  on  the  Crown  St.  side 
of  the  building;  he  persuaded  Pepsi-Cola 
to  distribute  15,000  bottles  of  the  cold 
drink  in  the  lobby  of  the  theatre;  he  got 
National  Biscuit  to  distribute  sample  boxes 
of  shredded  wheat  imprinted  ivith  “Andy 
Hardy”  copy  and.  on  the  following  week 
“Bachelor  Mother”  copy,  5,000  boxes  in  all, 
to  outgoing  patrons.  Nat  also  put  a man 
to  sleep  on  a cot  outside  the  theatre  night 
before  opening,  with  sign  “I  may  be  a bit 
early,  but  I want  to  be  first  in  line  to  see 
‘Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever.’  ” 

Jack  O’Connell  of  the  Roger  Sherman 
reports  an  amazing  number  of  wires  re- 
ceived in  song-guessing  contest  on  WELI 
which  carries  guest  ticket  prizes  . . . George 
Raft  played  simultaneously  in  “Each  Dawn 
I Die”  at  the  Roger  Sherman  and  “I  Stole 
a Million”  at  the  Paramount  . . . New  Eng- 
land Warner  theatre  department  is  working 
on  the  fourth  stretch  of  its  drive,  after 
leading  the  country  three-quarters  of  the 
year. 

Wally  Cooper,  assistant  at  the  Poli, 
Hartford,  got  the  Hartford  Health  De- 
partment to  snipe  all  health  posters  with 
copy  on  “Andy  Hardy.”  Cooper  distributed 
10,000  heralds  three  days  in  advance  of 
picture,  placed  200  window  cards,  carried 
through  a seven-day  collegiate  flivver 
street  ballyhoo,  planted  25  hangers  in  store 
loindows  and,  otherwise,  made  the  city 


Always  Has  an  Answer 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — Manager  Harry  Rose 
of  the  Globe  is  seldom  at  a loss  for  a 
comeback. 

Recently,  a breathless  old  lady  dashed 
into  his  office  and  said  she  lost  a Vic- 
torian umbrella  valued  at  $50.  Theatre  at- 
taches searched  the  powder  room  and  the 
entire  house.  Shortly  after,  someone  spot- 
ted a woman  leaving  the  theatre  with  a 
brown  umbrella  and  yellow  handle. 

Harry  pursued  her  several  blocks  be- 
fore catching  her.  And  it  was  only  after 
a policeman’s  persuasion  that  she  turned 
over  the  heirloom  to  its  owner. 

After  the  excitement  died  down,  Harry, 
asked  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  valu- 
able rainstick,  wistfully  smiled: 

“I’m  not  sure.  I think  it  was  Mrs. 
Chamberlain.” 


Andy  Hardy-conscious  . . . With  an  ex- 
tended run  on  “Each  Dawn  I Die,”  “Four 
Feathers”  will  bring  the  Roger  Sherman 
back  to  a.  Friday  opening  . . . “Mr.  Chips” 
may  be  brought  back  for  a repeat  engage- 
ment at  the  College. 

Harry  Shaw  held  a managers’  meeting 
on  new  season  product.  Jack  Simon  and 
Bob  Russell  were  absent  on  vacation  . . . 
Bill  Castle,  Stony  Creek  strawhat  director, 
has  the  sensational  German  actress,  Ellen 
Schwanneke,  under  a five-year  contract. 
Appearing  in  “Not  for  Children,”  she  is 
receiving  ovations  nightly. 

The  Hardy  Families  Are 
Guests  at  'Spring  Fever' 

Providence — Gathering  on  the  Mall  in 
the  heart  of  the  downtown  section  and 
going  from  there  en  masse  to  Loew’s 
State  as  guests  of  the  theatre  at  the  pre- 
miere of  “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever,” 
members  of  local  Hardy  families  helped 
Vaughn  O’Neill,  assistant  manager,  sell  the 
film  to  the  public.  Other  stunts: 

Planting  of  co-op  ads  with  city’s  lead- 
ing department  stores,  promotion  of  4,000 
candy  kisses  for  distribution  by  pretty 
girls  on  city’s  streets  in  bags  imprinted: 
“Here’s  a Kiss  from  Mickey  Rooney  who 
gets  Spring  Fever  in  his  latest  picture 
now  showing  at  Loew’s”:  distribution  of 
2,000  flower  pot  contest  circulars  by  Postal 
Telegraph  two  days  in  advance  of  opening; 
giant  heart  passes  to  girls  about  the  city 
good  only  for  first  morning  matinee;  tieups 
with  soda  fountains  and  candy  stores. 

The  old  “wallpaper  gag”  was  resurrected, 
with  2,000  8x10  wall  paper  sheets  im- 
printed “They’re  tearing  the  paper  off 
the  walls  to  see  Rooney  in  ‘Andy  Hardy 
Gets  Spring  Fever’  ” and  put  out  in  spots 
where  they’d  be  sure  to  create  comment. 


A Case  Where  No 
Rain  Pleases 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — The  current 
drought  has  caused  considerable  dam- 
age in  this  section  to  gardens  and 
foliage,  not  to  mention  theatres,  but 
carnivals  and  circuses  are  more  than 
pleased  with  the  rainless  nights. 
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Extensions  Move  Injunction 
Suit  Hearing  to  Sept.  15 


Neely  Bill  Law  by 
Winter,  Says  Cole 

Dallas — Back  from  a trip  to  Washing- 
ton and  New  York,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  says 
that  the  Neely  Bill  will  pass  the  House 
and  become  a law  next  winter.  “I  see 
nothing  to  stop  it,”  he  said,  “unless  the 
film  companies  get  wise  and  stop  it  them- 
selves, which  I don’t  think  they  will  do.” 

Col.  Cole  said  he  had  a very  pleasant 
meeting  with  department  of  commerce 
attaches  in  Washington  who  have  been 
endeavoring  to  find  out  what  present  day 
legal  battles  in  the  industry  are  all  about. 
Cole  told  them,  he  said,  “to  go  two  blocks 
to  the  department  of  justice  and  that  there 
they  would  find  plenty.” 

It  was  an  informal  affair,  Cole  said, 
and  no  records  kept.  Secretary  Hopkins 
was  ill  and  did  not  attend  any  of  the  con- 
ferences. 

Things  are  relatively  quiet  now  on  the 
Allied  front,  Col.  Cole  said,  with  nothing 
of  great  importance  coming  up  within  the 
next  few  weeks  concerning  activities  over 
which  he  has  jurisdiction. 


Oklahoma  Allied  Bulletin 
Urges  Neely  Support 

Oklahoma  City — A two-page  special 
bulletin  to  its  membership  has  been  mailed 
by  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma, 
Inc.,  pointing  to  the  passage  of  the  Neely 
bill  in  the  senate  and  urging  support  of 
the  measure  in  the  house. 

The  bulletin  also  asks  its  members  not  to 
buy  any  product  before  September  except 
where  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep 
operating. 

The  bulletin  scored  tradepapers  severely 
for  carrying  news  that  there  is  friction 
among  members  of  the  state  association 
with  regard  to  affiliation  with  Allied 
States. 

Van  Buren  Premiere  Will 
Witness  Burns  Reunion 

Van  Buren,  Ark. — The  visit  by  Bob 
Burns  here  for  the  world  premiere  of  his 
latest  picture,  “Our  Leading  Citizen,”  which 
will  'ae  held  August  7,  will  also  provide  the 
occasion  for  an  old-fashioned  family  re- 
imion  of  members  of  the  Burns  clan  of 
Arkansas,  to  honor  their  famous  kinsman. 

Burns  will  be  joined  in  Van  Buren  by 
Susan  Hayward,  who  plays  the  romantic 
lead  in  the  film.  Visitors  from  all  over  the 
state  and  several  neighboring  states  are 
expected  to  attend  the  premiere  which  will 
be  nationally  broadcast  over  the  Columbia 
Broadcasting  network. 


Exchange  Enlarged 

Dallas — Addition  of  a third  floor  to  the 
Paramount  exchange  is  rapidly  nearing 
completion  and  will  be  ready  when  the 
company  moves  its  San  Antonio  shipping 
branch  to  Dallas  to  consolidate  that  serv- 
ice with  that  of  the  Dallas  branch,  with 
the  move  to  occur  about  the  middle  of  this 
month. 


Oklahoma  City — September  15  probably 
will  be  the  next  date  at  which  Judge  Edgar 
Vaught  will  hear  the  department  of  jus- 
tice injunction  suit  against  the  Griffith 
companies  and  distributor  defendants  in 
federal  district  court  here. 

At  a hearing  which  lasted  all  day,  Judge 
Vaught  decided  that  he  needed  additional 
time  in  which  to  become  more  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  aspects  of  the  case  and 
suggested  that  attorneys  for  both  sides  file 
memorandum  briefs  with  him  on  the  ques- 
tion of  motions  before  the  court.  These 
motions  filed  by  defendants  asked  that 
the  governments  bill  of  complaint  be  made 
more  definite  and  certain  and  that  the 
government  be  forced  to  fill  a bill  of  par- 
ticulars. 

Judge  Vaught  granted  defense  attor- 
neys until  August  20  to  file  their  memo- 
randum briefs  in  support  of  their  motions 
then  gave  government  attorneys  an  addi- 
tional 15  days  thereafter  in  which  to  file 
their  answering  briefs.  He  granted  a fur- 
ther extension  until  September  15  to  the 
defendants  to  file  reply  briefs  if  they  so 
desired. 

The  government  was  represented  at  this 
first  hearing  by  Charles  E.  Dierker,  fed- 
eral district  attorney,  Robert  L.  Wright 
and  Seymour  Simon,  special  assistants 
from  the  attorney  general’s  office  in  Wash- 
ington. The  defendants  were  represented 
by  D.  I.  Johnston,  Judge  Roy  Cochran 
and  R.  W.  MacKenzie. 

Defendants  Griffith  Amusement  Co., 
Consolidated  Theatres  Inc.,  R.  E.  Griffith 
Theatres  Inc.,  Westex  Theatres  Inc.,  L.  C. 
Griffith,  H.  J.  Griffith  and  R.  E.  Griffith 
had  filed  one  motion  asking  that  the  gov- 
ernment’s bill  of  complaint  be  made  more 
definite  and  certain  and  asked  for  a bill 
of  particulars.  Other  motions  upon  which 
hearing  was  held  at  the  same  time  were 
as  follows: 

By  United  Artists  Corp.  for  an  exten- 
sion of  time  to  plead  or  answer. 

By  United  Artists  Corp.  for  a bill  of 
particulars. 

By  Universal  Film  Exchange,  Inc.  for 
extension  of  time  in  which  to  plead  and 
answer,  and  a separate  motion  for  a bill 
of  particulars. 

By  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  for  an  ex- 
tension of  time  in  which  to  plead  and 
answer  and  a separate  motion  for  a bill  of 
particulars. 

By  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Distributing 
Corp.  of  Texas  and  Loew’s,  Inc.  to  make 
more  definite  and  certain  and  for  a bill 
of  particulars. 

By  RKO  Radio  Pictures  Inc.  to  make 
more  definite  and  certain  and  for  a bill 
of  particulars. 

By  Paramount  Pictures  Inc.  to  make 
more  definite  and  certain  and  for  a bill 
of  particulars. 

By  20th  Century-Fox  Corp.  and  20th 
Century-Fox  Film  Corp.  of  Texas  to  make 
more  definite  and  for  a bill  of  particulars. 

By  Vitagraph  Inc.  to  make  more  definite 
and  for  a bill  of  particulars. 

Defense  attorneys,  at  the  hearing, 
pointed  out  that  the  alleged  violations  were 


so  broad  that  the  counsel  and  defendants 
alike  could  not  understand  with  what  they 
had  been  charged  or  as  to  whether  there 
is  alleged  to  be  one  combination  or  35  dif- 
ferent combinations. 

They  asked  for  more  clarification  of  the 
subject  of  picture  contracts  and  a state- 
ment as  to  whether  the  complaint  was 
based  on  a single  contract  or  a number  of 
contracts,  and  if  the  latter,  that  these  all 
be  named. 

They  also  asked  the  court  to  have  the 
issues  limited  so  that  time  might  not  be 
wasted  on  discussions  of  useless  issue. 
New  rules  of  procedure  which  seek  to  pre- 
vent a party  from  being  taken  by  surprise 
were  quoted  and  attorneys  pointed  out 
that  these  rules  enabled  the  party  to  see 
what  the  evidence  was  going  to  be. 

“We  are  merely  asking  for  a statement 
with  regard  to  the  ultimate  facts,”  said 
Judge  Cochran. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  motions  were 
not  filed  for  the  purpose  of  delay  but  that 
they  were  filed  in  good  faith  because  the 
defense  believed  it  necessary  that  it  have 
the  information  asked  in  the  bill  of  par- 
ticulars for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  trial. 

Favors  October  Trial 

Representing  Universal,  United  Artists 
and  Columbia,  Mr.  Mackenzie  stated  that 
much  of  the  language  of  the  government’s 
bill  of  complaint  was  beyond  understand- 
ing and  asked  that  the  government  be 
forced  to  clear  this  up.  He  stated  that  the 
government  should  expose  to  the  defend- 
ants what  “avenue”  they  wish  to  travel 
“so  that  we  don’t  go  up  a blind  alley.”  He 
pointed  out  that  these  three  companies 
were  strictly  producing  companies  without 
any  theatre  holding  affiliations  whatso- 
ever. 

Robert  Wright,  speaking  for  the  depart- 
ment of  justice,  assured  the  court  that  the 
government  was  agreeable  to  simplifying 
the  case  but  that  it  took  issue  with  defense 
attorneys  upon  the  question  as  to  when 
and  how  this  was  to  be  done. 

Judge  Vaught  then  pointed  out  that  the 
government  should  state  what  specific  act 
was  done  by  each  of  the  defendants  con- 
necting him  with  the  conspiracy  and  stat- 
ing specifically  what  they  did. 

“It  then  becomes  a question  of  whether 
what  they  did  was  illegal,”  Judge  Vaught 
told  the  attorneys. 

After  granting  the  extensions  of  time 
Judge  Vaught  intimated  that  he  hoped  to 
have  all  preliminaries  of  the  case  cleared 
up  by  the  first  of  October  so  that  the  case 
could  be  brought  up  for  immediate  trial 
at  that  time. 

However  it  is  doubtful,  with  the  exten- 
sion of  time  to  September  15  for  a deci- 
sion on  the  current  motions,  if  any  trial 
can  be  started  in  October.  It  is  understood 
that  defendants  will  file,  among  other 
things,  a general  motion  to  dismiss,  the 
hearing  upon  which  would  extend  well  into 
October. 

As  reported  previously  the  department 
of  justice  is  however  doing  everything  pos- 
sible to  speed  up  trial  of  the  case  here. 
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Suit  for  Earlier  Availability 
Planned  by  Dallas  Nabes 


H,  Wall  Plans  Another 

Rockingham,  N.  C. — H.  C.  Wall  is  plan- 
ning a $25,000  theatre  on  West  Washing- 
ton St.,  adjacent  to  the  bus  station.  This 
will  give  him  two  houses — the  Richmond 
and  this,  the  new  Little  Theatre. 


Dallas — A move  on  the  part  of  several 
Dallas  neighborhood  theatre  operators  is 
on  foot  to  file  a suit  asking  earlier  avail- 
ability of  pictures  for  their  theatres,  Box- 
office  learned  early  this  week. 

Details  of  the  action  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, nor  was  it  learned  who  the  de- 
fendants will  be,  whether  distributors, 
theatres  or  both.  The  general  complaint, 
however,  is  that  some  of  the  Dallas  houses 


Building,  Remodeling 
Is  Paced  by  R&R 

Dallas — New  theatres  and  remodelings  in 
the  Robb  & Rowley  circuit  will  stand  out 
in  1939  as  major  undertakings  of  that  or- 
ganization, according  to  jobs  thus  far  com- 
pleted and  those  under  way. 

The  Grand  at  Mineral  Wells  will  blos- 
som out  for  its  reopening  August  11.  The 
remodeling  started  July  27  with  the  house 
closing  down  completely  on  July  31  for 
ten  days  to  allow  redecoration  of  the  in- 
terior. 

The  sound  and  all  mechanical  equip- 
ment will  be  modernized. 

When  the  Palace  work  is  completed,  the 
Gem  will  be  given  similar  treatment  with 
the  cost  of  improvements  at  both  houses 
totaling  $10,000. 

The  Mineral  Wells  theatres  are  owned 
by  Resort  Amusement  Co.,  of  which  T.  M. 
Dunn  and  J.  W.  Courtney  are  resident 
partners  and  managers.  This  company  is 
affiliated  with  the  Robb  & Rowley  circuit. 


Modernize  at  Terrell 

Terrell — Complete  modernization  of  the 
Iris  here  will  start  when  the  house  closes 
on  August  8 to  reopen  August  20.  Leaman 
Marshall  is  the  resident  partner  and  man- 
ager with  R&R  affiliation  and  interest. 


Replace  Destroyed  Houses 

Waxahachie — R&R  built  two  new  thea- 
tres here,  an  A and  B house,  and  one  new 
theatre  in  Sherman,  an  A.  Both  A houses 
replace  complete  fire  losses. 


Build  in  Oklahoma 

Dallas — Among  new  theatres  now  un- 
der construction  for  fall  opening  are  the 
State  at  Sapulpa,  Okla.,  owned  by  Jimmie 
Zardaludes  and  Griffith,  to  be  ready  Au- 
gust 15,  and  the  theatre  on  Navigation 
Blvd..  owned  by  Navigation  Theatre  Corp., 
of  which  Ben  McKinney  is  president,  to 
open  August  20. 


charging  25  cents  have  90  days  clearance, 
while  others  with  same  admission  have 
75  days  availability,  according  to  one  of 
the  interested  parties. 

One  exhibitor  charged  he  is  losing  $100 
weekly  in  gross  because  his  theatre  waits 
too  long  for  pictures.  He  gave  his  opinion 
that  all  pictures  should  clear  even  the  15 
cent  runs  in  90  days. 

Strand  in  Montgomery 
Reopens  Remodeled 

Montgomery,  Ala. — The  Strand  Thea- 
tre has  reopened  after  extensive  remodel- 
ing. It  has  been  repainted,  replastered, 
recarpeted  and  an  electric  drinking  foun- 
tain has  been  installed,  along  with  new 
projection  equipment.  New  seats  will  be 
installed  within  the  next  two  weeks. 

The  theatre  opened  under  new  man- 
agership, Marvin  Warren,  a native  of  Ala- 
bama, who  has  been  with  the  Wilby  Thea- 
tre in  Chattanooga,  taking  over. 


Vickers  Charities  Head 

Charlotte — John  Vickers,  head  of  the 
Carolina  Delivery  Service,  has  been  named 
chairman  of  the  prospects  committee  of 
the  Charlotte  Community  Chest. 


Remodel  at  Wichita  Falls 

Dallas — Remodeling  of  the  old  Opera 
House  at  Wichita  Falls  now  under  way  by 
Texas  Consolidated  Theatres,  is  expected 
to  be  completed  for  opening  in  October. 
The  circuit  has  renewed  its  lease  on  the 
State  which  for  a brief  time  was  held  by 
V.  E.  Hamm,  although  Texas  Consolidated 
was  in  continuous  operation  of  the  house. 


RKO  World  Fair  Lounge  Visitors — 

l7i  New  York  these  days  one  of  the  relaxation  spots  for  the  tired  exhibitor 
is  the  RKO  Radio  World  Fair  lounge  in  Radio  City.  Above  are  Southerners 
enjoying  the  hospitality.  TOP:  D.  B.  Austell  of  the  Cabarrus  Theatre  at 
Concord,  N.  C.,  and  Don  Austell  of  the  Rivoli  in  Greenville,  S.  C.  CENTER: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Cupp  and  son  of  the  Royal  and  Co-Ed  theatres  at  Arka- 
delphia.  Ark.  BELOW : Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Mack  and  friends  of  the  Strand 
at  Jonesboro,  Ark. 


90 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


JJISTORICAL  data  on  what  Variety  Club, 
Tent  No.  17,  has  accomplished  since 
birth,  is  now  in  the  making  and  the  com- 
mittee has  called  for  photographs  of  its 
265  members,  resident  and  non-resident. 
Photos  should  be  sent  to  Miss  Bonnie 
Long,  Variety  Club  secretary,  Adolphus 
Hotel. 

Mart  Cole  of  Rosenberg  and  Rudy  Gar- 
hade  of  Yoakum  drove  up  Wednesday  for 
a two  day  visit  on  the  Row. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Matson  of  Caldwell  plans  to 
renovate  the  Matsonian  there  within  a 
short  time. 

Mrs.  Morris  Schulman  and  sister,  Mrs. 
Larzarus,  of  the  Bryan  Amusement  Co., 
Bryan,  were  in  Dallas  this  week  in  ad- 
vance of  their  vacation  trip  to  California 
and  other  points  on  the  west  coast. 

Back  from  his  first  trip  to  Hollywood, 
the  San  Francisco  Fair,  and  other  points 
of  interest,  Karl  Lybrand  jr.,  is  on  the 
job  of  operating  the  Majestic  in  Wills 
Point.  He  took  three  young  men  from 
his  town  along.  Their  trip  included  a 
tour  to  the  Warner  studio. 

A.  M.  Whicher,  Columbia  booker,  and 
Mrs.  Whicher  leave  soon  on  a vacation 
to  the  westerji  part  of  the  country  and 
en  route  he  will  make  Clarendon  to  attend 
Homer  Mulkey’s  29th  anniversary  celebra- 
tion. 

Col.  Chas.  E.  Kessnich,  M-G-M’s  south- 


ern division  manager,  was  in  town  on 
one  of  his  regular  rounds  of  exchange  cen- 
ters. 

M.  J.  ^ Dutch)  Konneman  of  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  and  former  football 
ace  from  Georgia  Tech,  is  vacationing  in 
Atlanta  and  in  his  home  town,  Columbus, 
S.  C. 

Louis  Charninsky  and  Duke  Evans,  on 
behalf  of  Variety,  took  49  boys  to  the  Bel- 
ton camp  and  brought  back  50  from  West 
Dallas. 

R.  Z.  (Bob)  Glass  flew  up  in  his  own 
plane  from  Houston  Wednesday  on  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  the  new  Stude 
Theatre  he  is  building  there.  He  hopes  to 
have  it  ready  by  October  15. 

Joe  Estes,  National’s  special  trailer  ex- 
pert, had  served  six  years  in  the  cavalry 
during  his  earlier  years  and  had  ridden 
all  along  the  border  on  numerous  occa- 
sions. Last  Sunday,  however,  he  went 
along  with  the  film  riding  club  and  very 
promptly  fell  off  a horse. 

Siegle  Fry  jr.,  son  of  S.  G.  and  Mrs. 
Fry,  was  recently  elected  president  of  the 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Tyler. 
The  Frys  are  taking  an  active  part  in 
that  city’s  affairs.  Besides  operating  two 
theatres  there,  the  father  is  a member  of 
the  city  council. 

Theo  Miller  was  in  town  from  Quitman 
(Continued  on  page  95) 


"Boycott"  Plans  in 
Pelly  Are  Dropped 

Pelly,  Tex. — A city  council  does  not 
have  the  legal  right  to  sponsor  a “boy- 
cott,” according  to  an  opinion  of  the  city 
attorney  here.  Aldermen  had  asked  for 
an  opinion  on  the  city’s  liability  if  the 
council  sponsored  a “boycott”  against  the 
East  Texas  Theatres,  Inc.,  owners  and 
operators  of  the  Tri-Cities  theatres  at 
Goose  Creek,  Baytown  and  Pelly. 

The  “boycott”  was  planned  to  force  the 
circuit  to  resume  daily  showings  at  the 
Alamo  Theatre  here.  The  opinion  said 
the  council  would  be  liable  to  both  crimi- 
nal and  civil  prosecution  on  charges  of 
conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade,  so  the 
“boycott”  idea  was  dropped. 


Firemen  Are  Relieved  of 
A Duty  in  San  Antonio 

San  Antonio — Detailing  of  firemen  to 
duty  in  downtown  theatres  has  been  dis- 
continued here  at  a saving  of  $30  daily 
and  $35  on  Sunday  to  the  city’s  coffer. 
Fire  and  Police  Commissioner  Louie  Lip- 
scomb announced  the  discontinuance. 

Ushers  at  theatres,  drilled  twice  weekly 
on  what  to  do  in  case  of  fire,  will  take 
over. 


ACCESSORIES  FOR  THE  THEATRE 


Tickets 

Carbons 

Projection  Lamps 

Rectifiers 

Machine  Parts 

Westinghouse 

Rectifier  Tubes 

Reels 

Amplifiers 

Speakers 

Horns 

Transformers 


STAR 

POPCORN  MACHINES 


Thumb  Tacks 
Cetron  Photo  Cells 
RCA  Tubes 
Exciter  Lamps 
Amplifier  Repair  Service 
Matching  Transformers 
Deodorants 
Lens 

Film  Cement 
Take  Up  Belting 
Rewinds 


BERBER  BROTHERS 

"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always" 


210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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^DDYS  BROWN,  who  has  for  the  past 
two  years  operated  the  Nevada  and 
Gem  theatres,  in  Prescott,  Ark.,  has  an- 
nounced that  plans  have  been  completed 
for  the  construction  of  her  third  house  in 
Prescott.  This  theatre,  which  is  to  be 
completed  around  October  1.  will  have  ap- 
proximately 500  seats,  and  will  feature  the 
latest  type  equipment  and  air  conditioning, 
at  a total  cost  of  $25,000. 

“Buster”  Clark  of  the  Alamo  Theatre. 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  is  very  “chesty”  these 
days  since  the  birth  of  a “bouncing  boy,” 
who  is  now  some  three  weeks  old.  His 
name  is  William  Gordon  Clark,  and  he 
weighs  nearly  eight  pounds.  This  is  Bus- 
ter’s first  baby  . . . Winfield  Snelson, 
branch  manager  for  Republic,  has  just  re- 
turned from  a flying  trip  to  Atlanta  where 
he  attended  a sales  meeting  conducted  by 
A.  C.  Bromberg  and  J.  R.  Grabiger. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Dave 
Flexer,  New  Albany;  “Slim”  Brewer,  Savoy 
at  Clarksdale:  J.  A.  Launius’  Marvel, 
Ark;  J.  T.  James,  Cotton  Plant,  Ark.; 
K.  K.  King,  Searcy,  Ark.;  Orris  Collins, 
Paragould;  Clyde  Browning,  O.  K.  Thea- 
tre, Ecru,  Miss.;  Clyde  Westbrook  of  Rose- 
dale;  Jack  Marshall  of  Dyersburg;  Tom 
Ford,  Rector:  Ned  Greene,  Mayfield:  R. 
H.  Fisher,  Crescent,  Belzoni,  Miss. 

We  understand  the  reason  for  Paul 
Shaffer’s  “unhappy”  expression  these  days 
is  due  to  the  fact  last  week  he  invited  a 
party  of  friends  over  for  a day’s  fishing. 
Before  he  had  gone  more  than  a half  mile 
up  the  canal,  his  new  $200  outboard  motor 
decided  to  take  a nosedive  and  settled  in 
16  feet  of  water.  However,  Paul  proved 
master  of  the  situation,  and  without  fur- 
ther ado.  started  diving  into  the  depths  in 
order  to  locate  same.  After  he  located  the 


motor,  on  his  next  trip  to  the  bottom  of 
the  canal  he  took  a rope  and  lassoed 
same,  while  the  other  members  of  the 
party  pulled  it  to  the  surface.  However, 
in  spite  of  everything,  the  fishing  trip  was 
a success,  but  Paul  says,  five  o’clock  in 
the  morning  is  not  his  preferred  swim- 
ming time.  Incidentally,  Paul  is  manager 
of  the  Star  Theatre  at  Marked  Tree,  Ark. 

Sol  Sachs,  southern  district  manager  for 
RKO,  spent  a couple  of  days  in  Memphis 
conferring  with  his  manager,  A1  Avery  . . . 
Edward  Inderbitzen  has  announced  plans 
for  the  opening  of  the  Harlem  Theatre  in 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  on  or  about  August  2.  This 
is  to  be  a colored  operation,  and  this 
theatre  w^as  formerly  known  as  the  Savoy 
, . , W,  H.  Caver  jr,  of  the  Von  Theatre, 
Booneville,  Miss.,  was  in  this  week  com- 
pleting his  bookings  for  the  next  90  days, 
and  had  with  him  his  little  five-year-old 
daughter  Rachel,  who  is  quite  talented  as 
a singer,  having  won  practically  all  the 
amateur  radio  contests  in  the  tri-states. 

John  Staples  of  the  Franklin  Theatre, 
Piggott,  Ark.,  was  in  town  and  advised  he 
had  completely  remodeled  his  theatre  . . . 
A.  J.  Tillman  was  in  Memphis  negotiating 
for  pictures  in  his  theatre  in  Tchula,  Miss., 
which  he  advised  he  ums  taking  over  as  of 
August  1.  This  house  has  been  closed  for 
several  months.  However,  it  has  been  com- 
pletely remodeled  and  modernized,  hav- 
ing installed  entire  new  equipment  and 
seats. 

Col.  Chas.  E.  Kessnich,  district  man- 
ager for  M-G-M,  spent  two  days  in  Mem- 
phis . . . Abe  Suzore,  formerly  of  the  Bris- 
tol Theatre,  Memphis,  and  who  is  on  an 
extended  vacation,  postcards  from  Omaha, 
that  all  is  well  and  that  it  looks  like  the 
(Continued  on  page  95) 


Lunsford  in  Texas 

Hereford,  Tex. — G.  R.  (Speck)  Lunsford 
of  Clovis,  N.  M.,  is  now  manager  of  the 
Star,  replacing  John  Roberts  who  has 
moved  to  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.,  where  he 
will  manage  a theatre. 


Remodel  at  Crosbyton 

Crosbyton,  Tex. — Jack  Arthur  has  re- 
floored the  Queen,  including  its  stage,  and 
has  rearranged  seating  to  allow  more 
room  for  patrons. 


Cooling  at  Eagle  Lake 

Eagle  Lake,  Tex. — A washed  air  system 
has  been  installed  in  the  Cole  Theatre, 
one  of  the  Mart  Cole  circuit,  with  R.  L. 
Cole  as  manager. 


Working  on  Beach  Novel 

Hollywood — Richard  Carroll  has  joined 
the  Harry  Sherman  writing  staff,  working 
with  Wanda  Tuchock  on  “The  Ne’er-Do- 
Well”  from  the  Rex  Beach  novel. 


A T IIL  A M T A 

JOE  YOUNG  of  Paramount  has  returned 

from  a brief  trip  to  Memphis. 

J.  S.  Carscallen  spent  the  weekend  in 
Charlotte  . . . J . R.  Grainger,  president 
of  Republic  Pictures,  held  a sales  meeting 
with  branch  managers  over  the  weekend, 
and  then  left  Atlanta  for  Dallas.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Claire  Hilgers  . . . Jack 
Lament  is  in  Alabama. 

Carl  Krueger  of  Hollywood,  Paramoimt 
publicity  department  representative,  is  in 
town  working  on  the  showing  here  of  Bing 
Crosby’s  new  pictm-e,  “The  Star  Maker.” 

Marjorie  May  of  the  Paramount  office 
force  was  recently  married  . . . Dave  Prince 
has  returned  from  a trip  in  the  territory. 

F.  J.  H.  McCarthy  of  New  York,  Uni- 
versal division  manager,  was  in  town  for 
a few  days. 

Fred  Dodson,  Florida  Fox  salesman,  was 
a recent  Row  visitor  . . . Shag  Jordan, 
Universal  salesman,  spent  the  weekend  in 
the  territory. 

Glenna  Morgan,  daughter  of  Oscar  Mor- 
gan, Paramount  southern  division  mana- 
ger, and  Frank  N.  Neel,  Paramoimt  booker, 
were  recently  married. 

Mrs.  Sandra  Huckman,  Ted  Toddy’s  sec- 
retary, is  on  a vacation  trip  to  New  York. 

Mike  and  Dave  Alterman,  those  genial 
brothers,  are  on  their  annual  visit  to  New 
York  where  they  visit  the  folks  at  home. 
Mike  is  booker  for  R.  B.  Wilby  and  Dave 
is  booker  for  Warner. 

George  Wilby  is  still  in  Savannah  in 
connection  with  opening  the  drive-in  the- 
atre there,  which  he  hopes  to  open  within 
a week. 

Along  the  Row:  Perry  (Violatin’)  Tay- 
lor, from  Columbus,  Ga.;  Wendel  Welsh, 
Dallas,  Ga.;  H.  J.  Woodward,  Winder,  Ga.; 
Nat  Hancock,  Jefferson,  Ga.;  Ernest  In- 
gram, Ashland,  Ala.;  John  Carter,  Brook- 
( Continued  on  page  96) 
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Mulkey  to  Celebrate 
29th  Anniversary 

By  V.  W.  CRISP 

Dallas — Homer  Mulkey,  the  exhibitor 
at  Clarendon,  Tex.,  who  has  been  in  the 
business  there  for  29  years,  will  celebrate 
another  anniversary  on  Sunday,  August 
13,  to  which  he  has  invited  all  exchange 
bookers  from  the  Dallas  branches.  For 
individual  operation,  he  has  been  a Texas 
exhibitor  longer  than  any  other  man,  it  is 
believed. 

Dallas  bookers  will  leave  next  Saturday 
for  Clarendon  where  they  will  be  guests  of 
Mulkey  on  Sunday  at  a barbecue  on  the 
big  Blocker  ranch.  There  will  be  other  en- 
tertainment. Mulkey  chose  to  entertain 
the  bookers  on  his  anniversary  because,  he 
says,  they,  more  than  anyone  in  the  busi- 
ness, render  the  most  service  to  theatres. 

Mulkey  arrived  in  Clarendon  in  1904 
after  taking  a course  in  photography  at 
Effington,  111.  He  bought  a studio  and  in 
1906  won  a second  prize  for  portrait 
photography. 

The  same  year  saw  the  opening  of 
Clarendon’s  first  picture  show,  which  was 
operated  under  several  managements  dur- 
ing the  following  four  years.  Mulkey 
bought  the  theatre  on  Friday,  August  13, 
1910.  Today  he  operates  two  houses. 

“I  bought  my  first  service  from  Bill  Un- 
derwood, who  at  that  time  was  operating 
the  U.  S.  Amusement  Co.  at  Amarillo.  Just 
a little  later  General  Film  Co.,  Pathe, 
Select,  Mutual  and  several  other  ex- 
changes opened  in  Dallas,”  Mulkey  said, 
in  recounting  to  this  writer  something 
about  his  experiences. 

“In  1912  we  organized  what  was  known 
as  the  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  League 
of  America,  and  I have  belonged  to  some 
kind  of  exhibitors’  association  since  that 
time,  failing  to  attend  only  one  conven- 
tion in  November,  1937.  The  reason — I was 
sick,”  he  said. 

“I  opened  the  Queen  Theatre  on  Fri- 
day, November  13,  1925,  as  a ‘B’  house, 
but  closed  it  when  I installed  sound  in  the 
Pastime  during  1929.  I opened  the  Cozy 
on  Friday,  October  13,  1935,  and  am  still 
operating  it  as  a ‘B’  theatre.” 

“I  can  recall  many  changes  in  show 
business  since  1910.  Our  first  service  con- 
sisted of  several  subjects  on  one  reel  and 
when  we  later  started  getting  two  and 
three-reelers,  we  sure  told  the  world  about 
it.  Among  the  first  of  these  features  was 
‘Tess  of  the  Storm  Country,’  ‘Queen  Eliza- 
beth’ and  ‘Two  Orphans.’  The  picture,  I 
think,  which  had  more  to  do  with  getting 
the  preachers  to  let  up  on  picture  shows 
was  the  serial,  ‘Million-Dollar  Mystery.’ 

“I  have  seen  good  times  and  bad  times 
in  show  business.  Although  I am  showing 
partiality  to  the  bookers  in  the  celebration 
of  my  29th  anniversary  in  this  business, 
I also  want  to  extend  my  appreciation  to 
exchange  managers  with  whom  I have 
done  business.  As  I look  back,  I see 
branch  managers  today  as  the  equal  of 
any  managers  of  the  past  and  I see  them 
as  a fine  bunch  of  men.  I have  had  a 
partner  all  through  these  years.  She  is 
my  wife,  Mrs.  Mulkey,  who  has  served  con- 
tinuously as  cashier.” 

Many  honors  have  been  heaped  upon 


HOMER  MULKEY 

Homer  Mulkey  as  a citizen.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Clarendon  chamber  of 
commerce,  president  of  the  Lions  Club, 
master  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Clarendon  Golf  Club.  His 
highest  honor  came  during  the  depression 
when  he  was  chairman  of  the  Red  Cross 
for  his  district  and  when  two  and  one-half 
cars  of  flour  and  $1,800  in  cash  was  turned 
over  to  him  for  distribution  to  the  dis- 
tressed. Mulkey  is  a director  of  Allied 
Theatre  Owners  of  Texas. 


Doris  Nolan  and  Bickford 

Hollywood — Doris  Nolan  and  Charles 
Bickford  have  top  spots  in  “One  Hour  to 
Live,”  completed  this  week  at  Universal. 
Harold  Schuster  directed  for  Producer 
George  Yohalen. 


■pHE  Concord  at  Springdale  has  installed 
a new  marquee.  Work  is  also  continuing 
on  the  interior  . . . Bob  Burns  will  return 
to  his  home  town  of  Van  Buren,  August 
7,  for  the  world  premiere  of  his  latest  pic- 
ture, “Our  Leading  Citizen.”  Arrange- 
ments have  been  completed  for  a coast- 
to-coast  broadcast  over  the  Columbia  net. 


A film  theatre  at  Dyer  has  been  opened. 
This  community  is  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Crawford  comity  . . . The  New  Dixie  at 
Ashdown  has  completed  installation  of 
new  equipment.  An  air  conditioning  sys- 
tem will  be  installed  soon.  New  rugs  for 
the  inside  lobby  and  aisles  are  to  be  added 
in  the  near  future.  New  seats  have  been 
installed  and  the  walls  redecorated. 


The  interior  of  the  Judd  Theatre,  Jud- 
sonia,  has  been  remodeled  . . . Wallace 
Kauffman,  who  operated  the  Imp  at  Ben- 
ton for  18  years,  recently  opened  a film 
house  at  Bauxite.  New  sound  equipment 
was  installed.  The  house  will  seat  500 
and  will  be  operated  four  nights  a week. 
Both  the  Imp  and  the  Bauxite,  at  Bauxite, 
are  affiliated  with  the  Robb  and  Rowley 
circuit. 

New  Five  Points  House 
Ready  Thanksgiving 

El  Paso,  Tex. — The  new  $50,000  theatre 
at  Five  Points  should  be  ready  for  open- 
ing Thanksgiving  Day,  according  to  R.  J. 
O’Donnell,  general  manager  of  Texas  Con- 
solidated Theatres.  The  location  is  Persh- 
ing Drive  and  Piedras  St. 

After  conferring  with  City  Manager 
John  Paxton  on  construction  plans, 
O’Donnell  left  by  plane  for  the  west  coast. 


Did  It  Ever  Occur  To  You  That 

NATIONAL  SELLS  LUXURY 
FOR  YOUR  PATRONS 

At  Ordinary  Prices 

CARPETS  that  create  that  "glad-I-came"  feeling. 

CHAIRS  that  soothe  the  body  and  nerves  into  a 
state  of  relaxation — that  make  patrons  enjoy 
the  picture. 

See  National  First  for  Patron  Comforts 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 
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Exhibitor's  Family  and  Star — 

Guests  of  Dick  For  an  on  "The  Lady  Dick"  set  at  the  Warner  Studio  in  Bur- 
bank  were  Mrs.  William  K.  Jenkins,  right,  of  the  L&J  circuit,  Atlanta,  and 
her  daughter. 


^HREE  young  college  boys  seeing  the 
country  dropped  into  Loew’s  State  the 
other  night  and  during  the  screening  vis- 
ited the  wash  room.  While  there  a revol- 
ver dropped  from  the  pocket  of  one  of 
them  and  was  discharged.  Result  police 
rushed  in,  captured  the  “desperadoes”  and 
landed  them  in  jail  on  a charge  of  carry- 
ing concealed  weapons  and  discharging 
them  in  the  city  limits.  After  a night  in 
confinement  the  judge  dismissed  the  vis- 
itors with  a warning. 

Hugh  Beaumont,  winner  of  the  RKO 
talent  search  in  this  region  some  months 
ago  has  tied  up  with  a radio  broadcasting 
station  on  the  west  coast  . . . The  First 
Summer  School  of  Catholic  Action  compos- 
ed of  delegates  from  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
sissippi held  in  New  Orleans  went  on  rec- 
ord against  indecent  films. 

The  Circle  Theatre,  operated  by  Henry 
Lazarus  and  others  will  open  for  business 
about  September  1. 


^EWS  IN  TABLOID;  A1  White  has  been 
appointed  chief  of  service  at  the  Em- 
pire Tlieatre:  Miss  Doris  Null  is  new  relief 
cashier  at  the  same  house,  while  Ann 
Kuykendall  vacations  at  the  Frisco  Fair 
. . . Mrs.  Mary  Welker  has  returned  to  the 
Aztec  Theatre  boxoffice  following  a re- 
cent illness  . . . New  chorus  producer  at 
the  Joy  Theatre  is  Blanche  Livingston  . . . 
Ripley’s  “Believe  It  or  Not  Girl,”  Mon- 
ette  Divney,  played  a week’s  engagement 
at  the  Nite  Spot  Cabaret  . . . Uptown  Man- 
ager Maurice  Gleaves’  pet  hobby  is  breed- 
ing and  raising  horses  on  his  farm  near 
the  city  limits;  Maurice  recently  had  an 
addition  to  his  colt  family  and  it’s  a 
beauty,  too  . . . Mary  Lou  Walliser  is 
planing  that  Frisco  vacation. 

"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  was  moved  over 
to  the  Texas  from  the  Aztec  Theatre  for 
an  extended  week’s  run  . . . Midnight 
Spook  Show  at  the  Majestic,  Saturday, 
was  "The  Gorilla"  as  the  feature  with 
‘Ghosts”  and  "The  Haunted  House”  as 
short  subjects  on  the  Lights  Out  owl  pro- 
gram. All  the  sound  effects  were  throwji 
in,  too. 

Roadshowman  A.  M.  “Pappy”  Cauble 
was  in  town  the  other  day  and  looking 
for  a helper  to  travel  with  his  picture  tent 
show  now  playing  at  Wimberly,  Tex.  . . . 
Visitor  from  Dallas  was  Bill  Wesley,  film 
salesman,  calling  on  Paul  Garza  at  the 
Obrero  Theatre  . . . Don  Lozano  in  town 
from  San  Diego. 

Aztec  Cashier  Aileen  Herndon  spent  her 
vacation  over  in  Gonzales,  Tex.  ...  A 
former  Kaycee  theatreman,  Carl  H.  Graff, 
is  a beer  distributor  in  this  territory  . . . 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  % 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  K.VTZ,  Sales  Mgrr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Joe  McGarrigle  and  Eddie  Moran,  former 
motion  picture  actors,  are  now  working 
with  "Doc”  Alarkin’s  Medicine  Show  . . . 
Joy  Hodges,  Hollywood  singing  star,  spent 
the  week  in  Santone. 

In  a sponsored  program  by  Sommers 
Drug  Stores  here,  Radio  Station  KTSA 
put  on  an  amateur  program  Sunday  billed 
as  the  “Major  Bowes  Tryouts”  to  find  a 
boy  and  girl  to  join  the  Major’s  Fourth 
Anniversary  Unit  Show  playing  the  Ma- 
jestic here  the  week  of  August  5.  The 
winners  will  be  eligible  to  appear  on  a 
network  program  in  New  York  this  fall. 

The  only  dark  theatre  in  San  Antonio 
this  summer  is  the  Ritz,  Negro  house,  lo- 
cated at  Iowa  and  Pine  Sts.  . . . One  of  the 
latest  Azteca  Films  to  play  the  El  Nacional 
Teatro  here  was  "Un  Domingo  En  El 
Tarde”  ...  A new  Latin- American  daily 
tabloid  newspaper  is  scheduled  to  make  its 
local  appearance  here  shortly,  using 
columns  and  stories  of  radio,  stage  and 
screen. 

“Maisie”  was  the  offering  at  the  Ma- 
jestic last  week  along  with  the  stageshow 
attraction  billed  as  “Major  Bowes’  Fourth 
Anniversary  Revue.”  The  first  Bowes’  pre- 
sentation appeared  at  this  ace  Interstate 
house  exactly  four  years  ago  this  week. 

Suggest  Music  Festival 
For  Free  Show  Funds 

New  Orleans — A music  festival  which 
would  be  presented  by  the  New  Orleans 
civic  symphony  with  the  co-operation  of 
various  civic  and  social  groups,  has  been 
suggested  by  George  A.  Chittenden,  as  a 
means  of  securing  funds  for  purchasing 
modern  equipment  for  the  revival  of  mo- 
tion pictures  at  Audubon  Park.  Mr.  Chit- 
tenden who  said  that  no  films  of  note  have 
been  presented  at  the  park  for  the  past 
nine  years,  recalled  a similar  festival  was 
sponsored  some  years  ago  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Audubon  zoo,  and  proved  highly 
successful. 


Joy  Houck,  president  of  Joy’s  Theatres 
is  reported  in  Mexico  enjoying  a well 
earned  vacation.  He  will  return  in  two 
weeks  ...  Miss  Lois  Cooper  of  Joy  Shows, 
Inc.,  is  on  a two  weeks’  vacation  in  Arkan- 
as. 

Miss  Helen  Englert,  17,  over  a field  of 
18  others,  was  named  Miss  New  Orleans 
jr.,  at  a contest  at  Ponchartrain  Beach  and 
will  be  sent  to  the  Hollywood  Beauty  con- 
test in  September  . . . Helen  Moore  will 
visit  Hollywood  when  Mary  Healy  returns. 

Jack  Dicharry,  owner  of  the  Lincoln 
Theatre  in  the  upper  section  of  the  city, 
spent  some  time  visiting  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair.  On  his  return  he  treated 
his  son  Jack  junior,  to  a trip  to  the  Ex- 
position in  San  Francisco.  Now  watch  out 
for  yarns  as  to  which  was  the  biggest  and 
most  entertaining . 

The  State  has  fallen  into  the  idea  of 
“holding  over”  for  a second  week  lately — 
this  time  it  is  “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever” — with  business  tops  . . . Midnight 
shows  at  the  downtown  theatres  have  be- 
come a habit  lately — one  week  the  Or- 
pheum  opens  its  doors  after  the  regular; 
the  following  week  the  Saenger  gathers  in 
the  coin.  The  State  so  far  has  refrained 
from  the  habit. 

Miss  Bernice  Tassin,  dancer,  flesh  and 
film  (occasionally)  is  in  the  city  for  a 
visit  ...  A total  of  122  members  of  the 
Federal  theatre  project  was  released  Au- 
gust 1,  after  a layoff  of  30  days  with  pay 
. . . Frances  Daye,  a former  screen  star, 
is  in  New  Orleans  and  playing  the  lead  in 
"Hot  Cop,”  a Civic  Theatre  production 
. . . Light  opera  will  open  on  the  lake  front 
September  2 by  the  New  Orleans  Light 
Opera  Festival.  "The  Mikado”  will  be  the 
first  offermg. 

The  Lincoln  Theatre  these  days  shows 
up  like  a sore  thumb  at  a picnic.  Rea- 
son: Uncle  Sam  has  torn  down  three 
blocks  of  shacks  on  either  side  of  the  thea- 
tre and  work  has  started  temporarily. 
There  seems  to  be  a little  difficulty  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  owner 
Jack  Dicharry  over  a fair  price  for  the 
property. 
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San  Francisco  Pair  will  be  his  next  stop 
. . . Mrs.  L.  W.  Mercer,  who  operates  the 
Star  Theatre  at  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  was  an 
unusual  Filmrow  visitor,  this  being  her 
first  trip  in  over  two  years. 

Claire  Hilgers,  Republic’s  southern  sales 
supervisor,  was  a guest  of  the  Variety  Club 
for  a few  hours  Sunday  while  he  was  en 
route  back  to  his  office  in  Atlanta  . . . J. 
E.  Baker  opened  his  new  house  last  Sun- 
day in  Altus,  Ark.,  which  will  be  known  as 
the  Altus.  Baker  was  on  the  Row  getting 
his  bookings  set,  and  advised  this  uxis  in 
the  mining  section  of  the  state,  and  that 
this  was  the  first  theatre  ever  to  be  oper- 
ated in  the  town.  His  house  has  approxi- 
mately 300  seats. 

W.  F.  Ruffin  of  the  Ruffin  Circuit,  and 
who  about  six  weeks  ago  imderwent  a 
major  operation,  was  able  to  leave  the 
hospital  this  week,  and  return  to  his  home 
in  Covington.  However,  his  first  request 
after  leaving  the  hospital  was  that  he  be 
driven  along  Filmrow,  where  many  of  his 
friends  greeted  him  in  his  car.  He  says 
about  September  1 he  will  be  back  on  the 
job,  and  that  he  has  no  intention  of  re- 
gaining the  18  pounds  of  avoirdupois  that 
he  has  lost  . . . John  Lee  Woods  of  the 
Crossett  Theatre,  Crossett,  Ark.,  together 
with  his  wife  have  just  returned  from  a 
long  vacation  on  the  west  coast.  Mrs. 
Woods  advises  that  she  is  going  to  oper- 
ate the  theatre  from  now  on,  in  order  that 
John  Lee  can  devote  his  time  to  his  various 
other  business  interests. 

Thursday,  July  27,  was  a gala  occasion 
for  southeastern  Arkansas,  and  especially 
for  Forrest  City  due  to  the  annual  Peach 
Festival  being  held  there.  Throngs  of  peo- 
ple from  far  and  near  crowded  the  streets, 
which  resulted  in  Louie  Haven  doing  ca- 
pacity business  in  both  of  his  houses  in 
this  town  . . . Harry  Martin,  editor  of 
Footlight  and  Flicker,  and  ace  motion  pic- 
ture reviewer  of  the  Commercial  Appeal  is 
at  the  present  time  vacationing  in  Holly- 
wood, where  he  is  being  highly  entertained 
by  the  various  studios  and  officials. 


jyjAJOR  BOWES’  Fourth  Anniversary 
Unit  Show  played  the  Paramount  in 
Austin,  July  26-27,  with  business  well 
above  average.  The  price  was  raised  slight- 
ly for  the  two-day  “flesh”  engagement. 

Phil  Alexander,  former  San  Antonian,  is 
now  announcing  for  KTBC,  owned  and 
operated  by  the  State  Capitol  Broadcast- 
ing Co.  Exhibitors  in  Austin  and  central 
Texas  may  send  in  their  news  items  to  the 
above  station,  in  care  of  Jack  Silver,  and 
they  will  be  printed  in  this  column  the  fol- 
lowing week. 

The  visual  education  bureau  at  the 
University  of  Texas  here  is  sending  out 
free  sound  pictures  dealing  with  nature 
study,  animals,  and  manufacturing  to 
clubs,  schools  and  institutions  in  the  Lone 
Star  State. 


Lester  Sack  Will  Helm 
Branch  in  New  York 

Dallas — Lester  J.  Sack  was  to  leave  Sat- 
urday for  New  York  where  he  will  be 
manager  of  the  new  Sack  branch.  Tire 
home  office  will  remain  in  Dallas.  Other 
Sack  branches  are  in  Atlanta  and  Chi- 
cago. 

Alfred  N.  Sack,  president  of  the  com- 
pany, returned  this  week  from  New  York 
where  he  completed  all  arrangements  and 
plans  for  that  new  office. 


Plan  Larger  House 

Dallas — Plans  are  in  the  making  for 
building  a balcony  into  the  Varsity  Thea- 
tre, located  near  Southern  Methodist  Uni- 
versity and  operated  by  Interstate.  The 
work  will  be  done  some  time  between  now 
and  the  fall,  it  was  learned. 


Celebrate  Third  Anniversary 

Seminole,  Tex. — The  Palace,  owned  by 
Audrey  Cox,  of  Lamesa,  and  operated  by 
his  son,  W.  E.  Cox,  has  celebrated  its  third 
anniversary. 


Modernize  Carlisle  Rex 

Carlisle,  Ark. — Tire  Rex  Theatre  has 
modernized  its  front  with  red  and  blue 
Neon.  A washed  air  cooling  system  also 
has  been  installed.  Ted  Wilson  is  manager. 


CDKIILA.  CinirY 

QOOD  NEWS!  Business  has  shown  con- 
siderable signs  of  picking  up  during 
the  last  few  days.  While  grosses  still  are 
far  from  a good  line,  they,  nevertheless, 
grow  more  encouraging  weekly  . . . Bob 
Gallman,  Pix  Theatre  manager,  is  doing 
nicely  after  a hernia  operation. 

Joe  Wallace  has  been  named  assistant 
manager  of  the  State  by  T.  B.  Noble  jr., 
managing  director  . . . More  people  are  in 
the  coffee  shops  on  Filmrow  of  late,  as 
the  boys  and  girls  return  from  vacations. 

A.  B.  Momand  was  in  town  and  inter- 
ested, of  course,  in  the  department  of  jus- 
tice suit  against  Griffith. 

Spence  Pierce,  Midwest  Theatre  man- 
ager, is  back  from  a short  vacation  . . . 
Two  reissues  are  going  to  split  a week  at 
the  Tower,  we  understand:  “Mutiny  on  the 
Bounty”  and  “Rose  Marie.” 

F.  M.  Swigar’s  hay  fever  is  considerably 
improved.  He  manages  the  Plaza  . . . Sam 
Caporal  has  put  his  Mayflower  back  on 
singles. 

Griffith  is  trying  a feature  and  four 
shorts  program  at  the  Rialto  here  and  ad- 
vertising same  along  the  lines  of  a double 
bill. 


ID)  A IL  IIL  A ^ 

(Continued  from  page  91) 
reporting  fair  business  in  his  theatre  there 
and  at  Emory  which  he  opened  a few 
weeks  ago.  Bob  Hooks,  of  Mineola  was 
among  other  east  Texans  on  the  Row. 

It  was  a fine  example  of  father  and  son 
on  the  Row,  Tuesday.  W.  M.  Shields,  In- 
terstate city  manager  at  Tyler,  and  his 
son,  Berman,  manager  of  the  Texas  at 
Troupe,  were  doing  business  together  as 
the  father  shook  hands  with  friends  and 
introduced  the  son  to  numbers  of  film  and 
supply  men. 

Tire  Film  Exchange  Cafe  is  no  more.  It 
closed  the  other  day  after  continuous 
operation  under  three  managements  since 
Filmrow  moved  to  Harwood  St.  about  15 
years  ago.  Now  it’s  sandwiches  and  cold 
drinks  right  on  the  Row  or  take  a little 
walk  for  a meal. 

After  years  of  association  with  cool 
theatres,  theatre  men  this  year  are  look- 
ing to  the  cooling  of  their  homes.  Don 
Douglas  of  the  R&R  circuit;  John  Stew- 
art of  Kaufman,  and  Rip  Condron  of  For- 
ney, are  among  those  buying  small  washed 
air  units  from  Herber  Bros. 

Johnny  Blevins  of  Dublin,  was  one  of 
the  week’s  booking  visitors,  and  Homer 
Mulkey  of  Clarendon,  was  on  hand  for  a 
last  roundup  for  the  big  party  he  will  give 
for  bookers  on  his  29th  anniversary, 
August  13. 

Alfred  Sack  is  back  in  town  after  three 
weeks  in  New  York  ivorking  out  plans  for 
opening  a Sack  branch  in  the  film  capital. 

Buddy  Harris  was  downtown  Tuesday 
after  a short  visit  to  the  hospital.  Doctors 
at  first  wanted  to  “excavate”  for  appendi- 
citis, but  Harris  won  the  toss  and  is  back 
on  the  job  intact. 

Lee  Threet  was  here  Monday  and  Tues- 
day getting  new  equipment  out  to  the  new 
Jackson  Theatre  in  Jacksonville,  which 
will  open  about  the  middle  of  August. 


N.  H,  Waters  Vacations 

Birmingham — N.  H.  Waters,  head  of  the 
Waters  Theatres  here,  and  his  family,  are 
vacationing  in  San  Francisco  and  Hono- 
lulu. 


Termer  to  Bebe  Anderson 

Hollywood — Bebe  Anderson  has  been 
given  a term  acting  contract  at  Warner 
Bros. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
WlZYs  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  S.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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Ed  Kuykendall  Will  Attend 
SETOA  Trade  Code  Talks 


Atlanta — Ed  Kuykendall,  of  New  York, 
president  of  the  MPTOA,  will  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
affiliated  Southeastern  Theatre  Owners’ 
Ass'n  here  Sunday. 

Discussion  will  revolve  principally  around 
the  controversial  fair  trades  practice  code. 

President  of  the  association  is  Milton  C. 
Moore,  of  Jacksonville.  Georgia  officers 
include  Oscar  C.  Lam,  of  Rome,  national 
representative,  MPTOA;  J.  H.  Thompson, 
of  Hawkinsville,  state  vice-president;  Mrs. 
H.  T.  Wood,  of  Washington,  secretary,  and 
R.  B.  Wilby,  Atlanta,  treasurer. 

Georgia  directors  include  Nat  Williams, 
Thomas ville;  Hal  Macon,  Statesboro;  J.  C. 
H.  Wink,  Dalton;  R.  E.  Martin,  Columbus; 
Arthur  Lucas,  Atlanta;  William  Karrh, 
Swainsboro;  Mrs.  Violet  Edwards,  Monti- 
cello,  and  Fred  Weiss,  Savannah. 


Atlanta's  New  Barkers 
Map  Out  Big  Future 

Atlanta — Atlanta’s  recently- formed  Va- 
riety Club,  Tent  21,  is  making  big  plans 
for  the  future,  Earle  M.  Holden,  chairman 
of  the  publicity  committee,-  reports. 

Holden  announces  tentative  plans  have 
been  made  for  the  charter  presentation 
September  14,  when  a ball  and  other  “big 
doings”  will  take  place. 

Bingo  parties  will  be  held  in  the  club’s 
attractive  rooms  at  the  Henry  Grady  Hotel 
at  8 p.  m.  Tliursday  and  Saturday,  with 
club  members  and  their  wives  cordially 
invited. 

A meeting  of  the  club  is  scheduled  for 
August  14,  when  a luncheon  will  be  served 
in  the  club  rooms  with  R.  L.  McCoy  of 
Warners,  as  King  for  the  day. 

Waycross  Pushes  Plans  for 
Civic  Motion  Picture 

Waycross,  Ga. — Plans  are  underway,  fol- 
lowing endorsement  by  the  chamber  of 
commerce,  for  a motion  picture  showing 
natural  and  industrial  resources  of  Way- 
cross  and  surrounding  territory. 

The  films  will  be  shown  for  a week 
in  local  theatres.  W.  H.  Kimberley  and 
Ted  Edwards,  of  Visugraphic  Film  Co., 
Atlanta,  visited  here  to  arrange  for  the 
filming. 


Start  Next  "Blondie" 

Hollywood — “Blondie  Brings  Up  Baby” 
went  into  production  this  week  at  Colum- 
bia. Frank  R.  Strayer  again  directs  from 
a script  by  Gladys  Lehman. 


RKO  Signs  Stage  Actress 

Hollywood — Brenda  Forbes,  stage  act- 
ress and  .sister  of  Actor  Ralph  Forbes,  has 
been  given  an  RKO  contract. 


Rita  Johnson  Held 

Hollywood  — Rita  Johnson,  featured 
player,  has  been  held  for  another  term 
by  Metro. 


L&J  Managers  Hold 
Parley  and  Ouling 

Atlanta — Point  Peter,  furthermost  strip 
of  land  in  Georgia  and  location  of  Lucas 
Lodge,  was  the  meeting  place  of  all  Lucas 
& Jenkins  executives  and  city  managers 
for  a round-table  discussion  of  theatre 
problems  and  an  outing  which  included 
fishing,  swimming  and  other  sports. 

Attending  the  meeting-outing  were  Ar- 
thur Lucas,  president;  William  K.  Jenkins, 
vice-president;  E.  E.  Whitaker,  district 
manager;  and  city  managers  and  partners 
Charles  Powell  of  Moultrie,  A.  Latimer 
Heard  of  Elberton,  Moon  Corker  of  Ath- 
ens, O.  L.  Benson  of  Gainesville,  Earle  M. 
Holden  of  Atlanta,  Ai’t  Barry  of  Macon, 
Bill  Wilson  of  Waycross,  Mrs.  Alma  King 
of  Brunswick,  Hudson  Edwards  of  Savan- 
nah, Willis  J.  Davis  of  Atlanta,  E.  B. 
Whitham  of  the  purchasing  department; 
C.  P.  Rhino,  of  the  accounting  depart- 
ment; A.  C.  Cowles,  of  the  booking  de- 
partment; I.  L.  Shields  of  Columbus. 

Special  topics  were  discussed  by  Mrs. 
King,  Whitaker,  Whitham,  Cowles,  Rhino, 
Davis,  while  all  participated  in  general 
discussion. 

As  for  recreational  features  of  the  three- 
day  outing,  the  managers  enjoyed  the 
health-giving  qualities  of  the  sulphur- 
fresh  water  pool  in  the  yard.  Others  en- 
joyed river  fishing  from  the  pier,  which 
extends  some  200  yards  from  the  lodge  over 
the  St.  Mary’s  River. 

A deep-sea  fishing  trip  on  the  Atlantic 
resulted  in  prizes  for  Rhino,  Shields,  Pow- 
ell, Jenkins  and  Edwards. 


Jolly  Club  Outing  Held 
At  Lithia  Springs 

Atlanta — The  annual  outing  of  the  Jolly 
Club  was  held  recently  at  Lithia  Springs, 
a few  miles  from  here. 

Officers  in  charge  of  the  outing  in- 
cluded George  Jones,  president;  Riley  Da- 
vis, vice-president;  M.  Savini,  treasurer, 
and  Bill  Hames,  secretary. 

'The  club,  organized  five  years  ago,  does 
a lot  of  good  work  in  a quiet  way,  without 
much  fanfare  or  publicity.  The  organiza- 
tion sees  that  medical  supplies,  rent,  food, 
and  clothing  are  provided  for  widows  and 
orphans  of  unfortunate  workers,  and  also 
aids  in  securing  jobs. 


In  the  Cutting  Room 

Hollywood — Into  the  cutting  room  this 
week  went  “Intermezzo,”  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  production  starring  Leslie  Howard. 
Gregory  Ratoff  directed  from  a script  by 
John  Van  Druten  and  George  O’Neil. 


(Continued  from  page  92) 
haven,  and  Jack  Frost,  Buckhead. 

Miss  Thelma  Rowden,  bookkeeper  for 
Affiliated,  is  recovering  from  a recent 
operation  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  Smith 
were  in  from  Barnesville  . . . Howard  Wal- 
lace, Sack  Amusement,  spent  the  weekend 
in  Dallas,  returning  there  with  Alfred  Sack, 
who  was  in  town  last  week. 

John  Jenkins  is  on  a trip  around  the 
circuit  . . . Claire  Hilgers  is  in  Oklahoma 
City  on  a trip  . . . Clyde  Vaughn,  former 
branch  ad  sales  manager  for  RKO,  has 
been  promoted  to  booker,  and  Charlie  Jor- 
dan, formerly  assistant  poster  clerk,  has 
been  promoted  to  branch  ad  sales  manager. 

Joe  Brecheen,  new  RKO  branch  mana- 
ger, is  winning  friends  along  the  Row  . . . 
Paul  Barron,  drive  leader  for  Universal, 
was  a recent  visitor  . . . Harry  Graham 
has  returned  from  Charlotte  . . . Sales- 
men Elliott,  Palis,  Cox  and  Jordan  spent 
the  weekend  in  Atlanta. 

J.  W.  Greenleaf,  Universal  salesman  at 
Charlotte,  was  a weekender  here  . . . Bill 
Speck  planned  an  automobile  trip  to  the 
Blue  Ridge  mountains  . . . Mrs.  Lee  Fuhr- 
man,  wife  of  Atlanta’s  Boxoffice  repre- 
sentative, attended  the  annual  home-com- 
ing at  Young  Harris  College  last  week. 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Baker,  better  known  as  Miss 
Foye  Gay,  attractive  and  courteous  secre- 
tary to  RKO’s  Hubert  Lyons,  spent  a week- 
end in  Chattanooga  . . . Speaking  of  RKO, 
Mildred  Matthews,  of  the  office  force,  left 
Saturday  by  plane  for  Miami  and  Nassau 
on  her  vacation;  Mrs.  F.  L.  Sacha,  has  re- 
turned from  a vacation  trip  to  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair;  ditto  Miss  Polly  Hayes 
and  Mrs.  Edna  Timms. 

Raymond  Lewis  plans  to  open  the  At- 
lanta 'Theatre,  former  stage  house  . . . Miss 
Marion  Watkins,  UA  cashier,  caught  a 
100-pound  tarpoon  off  Florida  waters  . . . 
And  speaking  of  fishing,  J.  U.  McCor- 
mick of  Amity  Exchange,  and  his  son-in- 
law,  Major  L.  H.  Brown,  of  Washington, 
D.  C.,  each  caught  a big  sail  fish  during 
a recent  trip  to  Florida. 

Solomon  Miller  of  Atlanta.,  has  purchased 
the  Fairview  and  Temple  theatres  from 
George  Wilby  and  Associates  . . . John 
Cunningham  was  in  from  Miami  Beach 
. . . J.  S.  Carscallen  is  on  a trip  to  Mem- 
phis and  St.  Louis. 

Along  the  Row:  Roth  E.  Hook  of  Alice- 
ville,  Ala.;  Ben  Neal  of  Villa  Rica,  Hugh 
Manning  of  Etowah,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Ethel  Blanton  has  returned  to  Cairo, 
Ga.,  from  Atlanta,  where  she  spent  several 
days  buying  pictures  for  her  Zebulon  and 
Syrup  City  theatres. 


New  Sound  a I Homerville 

Homerville,  Ga. — New  sound  equipment 
hes  been  installed  in  the  Liberty  Theatre. 
A new  screen  is  scheduled  to  be  installed. 
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39  Juvenile  Admission  Report  European  Money  Flow 
Cases  Are  Cleared  To  Canada  for  New  Chain 


Montreal-— A sum  of  $450  rolled  into 
municipal  coffers  as  a result  of  a con- 
siderate disposition  by  Recorder  Plante  of 
39  old  court  cases  involving  admission  of 
minors  under  16  years  of  age  to  several 
local  moving  picture  theatres.  A plea  of 
guilty  was  entered  in  each  case,  and  Re- 
corder Plante  ordered  a fine  of  $40  and 
$15  in  costs  in  two  instances  and  of  $10 
and  costs  in  the  other  37  cases. 

The  court’s  verdict  cleared  all  such 
cases  before  the  municipal  tribunal  from 
the  rolls.  The  39  disposed  of  were  the 
last  of  those  hanging  fire  since  the  ques- 
tion of  the  recorder’s  court  jurisdiction  in 
such  cases  was  challenged  in  the  superior 
court  and  established  by  the  latter.  Ac- 
cording to  police  officers,  there  have  been 
no  such  offences  committed  by  accused 
since  the  superior  court  judgment  was  re- 
turned. 

In  view  of  the  latter  fact,  Recorder 
Plante  took  a lenient  attitude  in  the  37 
cases  where  he  ordered  $10  and  costs  each. 
He  pointed  out  that  according  to  charges, 
the  offense  in  each  case  was  a first  one, 
but  that  if  any  of  the  accused  operators 
repeated  the  offense,  it  would  be  taken 
note  of  on  the  charge.  In  such  event,  he 
warned,  the  fine  can  be  not  less  than  $40 
and  for  third  offense,  the  minimum  fine 
can  not  be  less  than  $100. 


Denis-Rooseveh  Party 
To  Film  Inland  China 

Montreal — To  film  actual  conditions  in 
beleaguered  China  and  the  little-known 
provinces  of  the  Tibetan  frontier,  the  Ar- 
mand  Denis-Leila  Roosevelt  Asiatic  Ex- 
pedition left  Rangoon,  Burmah,  early  in 
July  to  complete  preparations  for  its  2,000- 
mile  motor  journey  along  the  mountain 
route  to  Chungking  and  central  China. 

This  expedition,  according  to  word  re- 
ceived locally,  is  probably  the  most  hazar- 
dous project  of  its  kind  undertaken  in  re- 
cent years  as  it  will  be  the  first  to  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  Marco  Polo.  Many 
lonely  stretches  of  the  route  are  through 
districts  which  have  been  lawless  since 
Marco  Polo  first  traveled  through  them. 

Armand  Denis  and  his  wife,  Leila  Roose- 
velt, producers  of  the  African  moving  pic- 
ture “Dark  Rapture,”  which  received  wide 
acclaim  last  year,  came  to  Burma  from 
London  by  airplane  accompanied  by  Has- 
soldt  Davis,  Leroy  G.  Phelps,  veteran 
cameramen,  and  American  and  Chinese 
assistants  met  them  in  Rangoon. 


Film  Plugs  University 

Montreal— Aptly  titled  “Paths  of  Learn- 
ing” a new  and  significant  sound  motion 
picture  has  been  recently  released  by  the 
authorities  of  Queen’s  University,  Kings- 
ton, Ontario.  Produced  by  Associated 
Screen  Studios  of  Montreal  the  picture 
gives  an  interesting  and  thorough  resume 
of  the  various  undergraduate  activities 
and  campus  life. 


He  Remembers  Gus 


Banff — A friendship  of  15  years  was 
picked  up  when  Jack  Benny  stopped  here 
at  Banff  Springs  Hotel  to  say  hello  to  Gus. 

When  the  waiter  captain  came  to  his 
room,  Benny,  shaking  his  hand,  greeted 
him  with  an  enthusiastic  “Hello,  Gus.” 

When  the  film  and  radio  comedian  was 
gaining  an  entertainment  toehold  15  years 
ago  in  the  Little  Club,  New  York,  Gus  was 
a waiter  there. 

Benny,  accompanied  here  by  Jesse  Block 
of  New  York,  spent  several  days  between 
Banff  and  Lake  Louise,  golfing  and,  gener- 
ally, taking  things  easy. 

Underground  Camera  to 
Record  Earth  Layers 

Black  Diamond,  Alta. — Turner  Valley 
oil  field  has  installed  its  first  underground 
camera,  capable  of  recording  strata  forma- 
tions to  a depth  of  12,000  feet.  The  elec- 
tric log,  or  “Jeep”  as  the  oilmen  term  it, 
is  mounted  on  a truck  and  is  complete  with 
a “dark  room”  for  developing,  and  an 
operating  room  and  control  room  to  guide, 
the  12,000-foot  cable. 

An  electrode  containing  motors  timed 
with  similar  motor  above  the  surface  is 
suspended  from  the  cable.  Light  is  re- 
flected to  the  electrode  through  mirrors 
and  a galvanometer  registers  variations  on 
a negative. 

Indentures  are  recorded  on  a graph  as 
the  electrode  passes  through  structure  lay- 
ers and  the  operator  translates  the  mean- 
ing of  variations. 

The  camera  records  350  feet  a minute 
and  complete  pictures  of  a shaft  can  be 
completed  in  an  hour  and  a half. 


Franklin  Opens  Seventh, 
Community,  Yarmouth 

Toronto — On  a visit  to  Ontario  as  a 
guest  of  the  National  Conference  of  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp.,  Joseph  M. 
Franklin,  head  of  the  Franklin-Herschorn 
circuit  in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  an- 
nounced that  he  had  just  opened  his  sev- 
enth theatre,  the  Community,  at  Yar- 
mouth, N.  S.  The  manager  of  the  new 
house  is  A1  Foster. 

Franklin,  who  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  theatre  men  of  the  Dominion,  also 
announced  that  his  son,  Mitchell,  of  Hali- 
fax, had  been  appointed  supervisor  of  the- 
atres for  the  rapidly  growing  circuit. 


Start  "Victor  Herbert" 

Hollywood — “The  Life  of  Victor  Her- 
bert” went  into  production  this  week  at 
Paramount,  with  Andrew  Stone  directing 
from  a script  by  Russell  Crouse  and  Robert 
Lively.  Allan  Jones  and  Mary  Martin 
have  the  topline  roles. 


Ottawa — A report  which  may  have  some 
basis  in  fact  but  which  is  closely  guarded 
with  other  matters  of  international  import 
by  the  Canadian  immigration  department 
and  the  secretary  of  state  for  external  af- 
fairs, provides  an  intimation  that  Euro- 
pean funds  are  to  be  brought  into  the  Do- 
minion for  use  in  the  establishment  of  a 
circuit  of  theatres. 

This  is  said  to  be  in  line  with  the  flight 
of  capital,  industries  and  machinery  from 
middle  Europe  because  of  the  menace  of 
confiscation  and  persecution  and  the  al- 
ready apparent  dictatorial  restrictions.  It 
is  admitted  in  official  circles  in  Ottawa 
that  countless  applications  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  government  for  the  admis- 
sion of  persons  and  capital  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  new  enterprises  in  the  Domin- 
ion and,  among  these,  it  is  said,  there  are 
several  former  leaders  in  the  theatre  field 
who  are  faced  with  elimination  by  the 
dictators  or  the  threat  of  further  aggres- 
sion. 

Dominion  as  Refuge 

The  rumor  is  that  the  “exiled”  theatre 
men  who  desire  entry  into  the  Dominion 
have  been  able  to  retain  substantial  funds 
and  look  to  Canada  as  a land  where  they 
can  become  re-established  now  that  hope 
has  been  abandoned  for  continued  busi- 
ness existence  in  the  dictator  states.  One 
report  has  the  amount  of  available  cash 
so  high  that  it  borders  upon  the  ridicu- 
lous, but  it  is  taken  as  an  indication  that 
the  so-called  refugees  are  in  a position  to 
talk  business  once  they  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  country. 

The  situation  has  almost  embarrassed 
the  Canadian  government,  which  is  anx- 
ious to  protect  Canadian  interests  but  also 
recognizes  the  importance  of  further 
population,  capital  and  business  in  the 
young  country.  Already  a million-dollar 
shoe  industry  and  other  enterprises  from 
Central  Europe  have  made  a start  in  the 
Dominion  and  more  are  appealing  for  ad- 
mission. Incidentally,  the  big  shoe  com- 
pany already  has  announced  its  plan  for  a 
company  theatre  but  apparently  it  does  not 
intend  to  go  further  than  this  in  the 
establishment  of  film  entertainment 
facilities.  The  rumor  concerns  a Euro- 
pean theatre  group,  the  identity  of  which 
has  not  been  disclosed  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  to  handle  immigration  matters 
privately  unless  they  are  otherwise  volun- 
tarily revealed.  The  availability  of  screen 
product  for  a new  circuit  has  not  been 
touched  upon,  it  is  understood,  and  there 
is  a possibility  that  this  angle  to  the  situa- 
tion is  not  appreciated  but  a solution  is 
possible  if  new  money  is  readily  available. 


Filming  "Abe  Lincoln" 

Hollywood — Filming  of  Robert  Emmet 
Sherwood’s  stage  success,  “Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois,”  started  this  week  at  RKO,  with 
Raymond  Massey,  who  had  the  lead  in  the 
stage  version,  in  the  title  role.  John 
Cromwell  is  directing  for  Harry  Goetz  and 
Max  Gordon,  co-producers. 
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Convention  Notes 

- (Continued  from  preceding  page)  — 


was  out  of  the  room  when  the  draw  for 
prizes  was  under  way  at  the  final  lunch- 
eon, but  returned  in  time  to  hear  A1 
Troyer,  stunt  chairman,  call  out  his  num- 
ber for  the  last  time  for  the  last  prize 
on  the  list.  Long  gave  a shout,  rushed 
to  the  head  table  and  received  an  electric 
fan.  “I  was  going  to  buy  a fan  tomorrow,” 
declared  Lucky  Tubby. 


The  unluckiest  man  was  Manager  H.  G. 
Copley  of  the  Grandview  out  in  British 
Columbia,  who  was  taken  off  the  train  at 
Winnipeg  with  an  attack  of  illness  which 
kept  him  in  a hospital  several  days.  The 
only  accident  of  the  convention  befell 
D.  D.  Bloom  of  Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto, 
who  had  a car  fender  crumpled  in  a minor 
collision  in  front  of  the  General  Brock 
Hotel. 


The  man  who  perspired  most  was  Wal- 
ter Kennedy,  director  of  publicity  for  Em- 
pire-Universal Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  who 
got  out  a special  convention  newspaper  of 
four  full  pages,  presented  a Republic  year- 
book to  every  manager,  placed  a Baby 
Sandy  cutout  standee  on  the  dresser  in 
every  hotel  room,  extolled  the  merits  of 
forthcoming  hits,  entertained  the  mob  in 
his  suite  of  rooms,  and  swelled  with  de- 
served pride  for  his  campaign  on  ‘‘Moon- 
light Sonata.” 


The  envy  of  all  was  Ed  Harris  of  the 
FPCC  head  office,  an  authority  on  pro- 
jection and  photography,  when  he  won  a 
16mm  picture  camera  in  the  prize  draw. 
‘‘Ed  Harris  of  all  people — as  if  he  needed 
a camera,”  chorused  the  400. 


Capt.  Pete  Egan’s  sturdy  westerners  out- 
pulled  and  outsmarted  Capt.  Syd  Scott’s 
eastern  team  in  the  tug-of-war  feature. 
Scott’s  argument  that  his  eastern  mana- 
gers had  lost  too  much  avoirdupois  going 
after  bigger  summer  grosses,  literally  car- 
ried no  weight  and  the  cowhands  from 
the  Prairies  each  received  a leather-bound 
clock-calendar  desk  set.  You  could  have 
knocked  the  eyes  off  the  losers  when  they 
spotted  the  prizes. 


A family  reunion  took  place  at  the  con- 
ference when  Leonard  Bishop  of  the  Ti- 
voli, Hamilton,  Ont.,  met  his  brother,  Har- 
old, manager  of  the  Capitol  in  Winnipeg. 
They  talked  things  over  hours  on  end. 


W.  A.  Summerville  of  Toronto,  manager 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Theatre  and  a 
member  of  the  Ontario  legislature,  was  as 
busy  as  a politician  the  day  before  an 
election.  He  divided  himself  between  the 
convention  in  Niagara  Falls  and  his  an- 
nual electoral  picnic  in  the  east  end  of 
Toronto  which  occurred  during  the  FP 
conference. 


Two  film  executives  flew  to  the  conven- 
tion from  the  United  States.  One  was 
Matty  Fox,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
Universal  west  coast  studios,  and  the  other 
was  Monroe  Greenthal,  director  of  pub- 
licity for  United  Artists. 


The  most  valuable  display  at  the  Rec- 


ord Royal  Year  Rally  was  presented  by 
M.  H.  Wilkes,  special  representative  of 
Uni'^ed  Artists,  which  was  the  original  oil 
painting,  ‘‘The  Real  Glory,”  by  Dean 
Cornwell.  The  impressive  work  was  in- 
spired by  the  feature  starring  Gary  Coop- 
er. The  painting  carried  special  insurance 
for  its  exhibition  in  Niagara  Falls. 


The  FP  managers  looked  at  only  one 
picture  during  the  conference  and  it  was 
non-theatrical.  It  was  a private  film  of 
the  Royal  Visit  to  Halifax  which  had  been 
taken  by  T.  J.  Courtney,  manager  of  the 
Casino  Theatre,  Halifax,  who  brought  it  to 
the  convention  as  a community  boost. 


Occupying  a prominent  place  in  the 
main  lobby  of  the  convention  hotel  was  a 
Super  Simplex  projection  machine  shown 
by  General  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Toronto. 


Manager  Charlie  Querrie  of  the  Toronto 
Palace  vied  with  President  N.  L.  Nathan- 
son  of  FPCC  in  the  niunber  of  telegrams 
received  during  the  conference.  Querrie 
celebrated  his  60th  birthday  and  the  “Old 
War  Horse”  was  remembered  by  hundreds, 
including  fellow-managers,  at  the  con- 
vention who  presented  him  with  a wrist 
watch. 


G.  Cass  of  Toronto’s  Filmrow  revealed 
at  the  banquet  that  his  automobile  had 
been  stolen  and  asked  Boxoffice  to  men- 
tion it  in  this  paper — which  we  refused 
to  do  on  the  ground  that  we  did  not  have 
that  kind  of  readers. 


When  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
does  things  it  does  not  go  half  way.  Even 
the  special  tickets  on  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Railways  were  printed  for  the  oc- 
casion with  the  name  of  the  company  and 
other  appropriate  details. 


W.  K.  Trudell,  manager  of  the  Capitol 
in  London,  Ont.,  prepared  a special  treat 
for  his  many  friends  at  the  film  congress 
in  the  form  of  souvenir  printed  book 
matches.  They  did  not  go  very  far  because 
the  box  was  cleaned  out  in  the  matter  of 
seconds  by  the  managers  who  happened  to 
be  on  the  spot  when  he  raised  the  lid.  In 
this  connection,  Syd  Scott  of  Sudbury, 
Ont.,  was  accused  of  having  the  biggest 
hands  of  anybody  at  the  meeting. 


J.  V.  Ward,  manager  of  FP’s  Capitol 
Theatre  in  Niagara  Falls,  played  “Juarez,” 
“Farewell  Again”  and  “South  Riding”  dur- 
ing the  convention  days.  He  never  saw 
the  inside  of  his  theatre  during  the  strenu- 
ous period. 


The  scores  of  managers  at  the  sessions 
saw  a bit  of  international  trade  compe- 
tition when  they  scanned  the  local  news- 
paper to  discover  the  display  advertising 
of  three  theatres  on  the  United  States 
side  of  the  Niagara  River.  These  were 
the  Strand,  New  Cataract  and  Shea’s 
Bellevue  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  The  houses 
in  the  Canadian  city  at  the  Falls  are 
the  Capitol  and  Hollywood. 


The  Niagara  Falls  Review  seized  the  op- 


GolfTournamenlls 
A Torrid  Affair 

Niagara  Falls — The  golf  tournament  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  in  con- 
nection with  the  national  convention  was 
a torrid  session,  both  in  the  matter  of  heat 
and  the  keen  competition.  What  with 
handicaps  and  the  top  form  of  the  turf- 
diggers,  it  took  some  time  for  the  commit- 
tee to  figure  out  the  winner  and,  even 
then,  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  a deck 
of  cards  to  declare  the  1939  champion,  a 
half-dozen  of  the  divoteers  being  tied  for 
the  Charlie  Dentelbeck  Ti’ophy  and  the 
silver  cigar  case  for  the  low  net  player. 

The  cut  of  the  cards  by  both  players 
and  proxies,  after  several  unsuccessful 
tries,  finally  resulted  in  the  award  of  the 
silverware  to  Ken  Craig  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Cobourg,  Ont.,  whom,  they 
claimed,  had  been  practicing  for  the  event 
for  months  past.  Jack  Arthur,  manager 
of  the  Toronto  Uptown,  learned  long  af- 
terwards that  he  had  been  awarded  the 
silver  water  bottle  for  second  but  he  pro- 
tested that  he  could  not  carry  the  bottle 
with  him  around  a golf  course  and  wanted 
the  golf  balls  instead.  R.  G.  Darby  upheld 
the  honors  for  the  headoffice  staff  by  tak- 
ing third  prize;  R.  McClelland  of  the 
Capitol,  Toronto,  walked  off  with  fourth, 
while  J.  McDonough  of  the  Grand,  Galt, 
Ont.,  was  granted  fifth  place  after  a 
lengthy  parley  regarding  the  cards. 

'nie  net  score?  After  it  was  all  over, 
nobody  could  remember  although  Jack  Ar- 
thur swore  he  made  the  first  nine  holes  in 
35  but  had  lost  his  scorecard  on  the  way 
back  to  the  hotel. 


Western  Managers  Get 
In  an  Extra  Day 

Niagara  Falls — The  western  Canadian 
managers  of  FPCC  had  an  extra  day  of 
conventioning  following  the  close  of  the 
four-day  program  when  they  traveled  on 
their  special  railway  coaches  to  Toronto 
for  further  conferences  at  the  company’s 
home  office. 

Next  followed  the  four-day  ride  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  with  the  managers  of  Van- 
couver, Victoria,  New  Westminster  and 
Prince  Rupert  finally  getting  back  to 
their  desks  after  an  absence  of  approxi- 
mately two  weeks. 


portimity  presented  in  the  presence  of 
many  film  executives  from  both  Canada 
and  the  United  States  to  suggest  the 
Niagara  district  was  “rich  in  scenic  and 
historic  values”  for  the  making  of  future 
pictures. 


The  M-G-M  exploitation  department 
worked  overtime  in  providing  stunts  at  the 
conference.  Giant  M-G-M  automatic  pen- 
cils with  the  notation,  “M-G-M  always 
does  things  in  a big  way,”  were  distrib- 
uted to  all;  there  were  plenty  of  book 
matches  while  cutout  novelties  were  found 
at  every  plate  at  the  final  banquet.  Jules 
Levy  of  RKO  presented  every  manager 
with  an  elaborate  announcement  book. 
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Walter  Kennedy,  publicity  director,  Em- 
pire-Universal; Mike  Wilkes,  publicity  di- 
rector, United  Artists;  Dewey  D.  Bloom, 
publicity  director.  Regal  Films;  S.  Brent, 
Universal  manager,  Toronto;  Frank 
O’Byrne,  Toronto  branch  manager.  Asso- 
ciated Screen  News,  Ltd.;  Don  Henshaw, 
RKO  manager,  Toronto;  Gordon  Light- 
stone,  Toronto  branch  manager.  Regal 
Films;  Barney  Harris,  Toronto;  Howard 
Knevels,  Montreal;  Joseph  M.  Franklin, 
president  of  Franklin-Herschorn  circuit, 
Halifax;  Jake  Miles,  Winnipeg;  Frank 
Kershaw,  vice-president.  Western  Thea- 
tres, Ltd.,  Winnipeg;  J.  Burko,  General 
Theatre  Supply,  Toronto;  Harold  Pfaff, 
Toronto;  G.  Cass,  Toronto;  John  Dixon, 
Toronto;  W.  M.  Gladish,  Toronto,  and 
many  others. 

Employes  of  the  head  office  staff  and 
theatres,  as  well  as  guests,  who  took  part 
in  the  annual  picnic  sports  at  Niagara 
Falls  Park  were  thrilled  with  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  prizes  which  had  been  do- 
nated for  the  occasion  by  supply  and 
equipment  houses.  The  array  included 
radios,  desk  sets,  perfumes,  smoking  requi- 
sites, jewelry,  time  pieces,  electrical  house- 
hold equipment,  leather  goods  and  many 
other  attractive  articles. 

The  donors  were  listed  on  a large  dis- 
play card  as  follows: 

Northern  Electric  Co.,  Ltd.,  Toronto 
Carpet  Co.,  Barrett  Roofing  Co.,  Canadian 
General  Electric  Co.,  Canadian  Automa- 
tic Confections,  Ltd.,  Dunlop  Tire  & Rub- 
ber Goods  Co.,  General  Brock  Hotel,  Ni- 
agara Palls;  General  Register  Co.,  Hert- 
ner  Electric  Corp.,  Interior  Hardware  Co., 
International  Projector  Co.,  Trane  Co., 
Vitrolite  Products,  Ltd.,  Weathermakers, 
Ltd.,  Irish  & Maulson,  Ltd.,  Kaplan  & 
Sprachman,  theatre  architects;  Macey 
Neon  displays,  Pilkington  Bros.,  RCA-Vic- 
tor  Co.,  E.  L.  Ruddy  Co.,  Ltd.,  Robert 
Simpson  Co.,  Ltd.,  Toronto  department 
store,  Sheldons,  Ltd.,  and  Canadian  Na- 
tional Carbon  Co. 

The  sport  events  were  of  the  picnic  type 
and  included  appropriate  foot  races,  bis- 
cuit-eating, balloon  blowing,  shoe  kicking, 
three-legged  sprint  and  relay  race,  with 
first  and  second  prizes  for  each  contest. 


American  Pictures  Mould 
Life  in  Buenos  Aires 

Montreal — That  American  films  have 
been  a big  factor  in  the  life  of  Buenos 
Aires  is  conceded  in  the  debate  over  the 
agitation  for  production  of  pictures  in 
Argentina  on  a big  scale. 

Palatial  downtown  theatres  of  the  city 
owe  their  success  to  the  fact  they  are  al- 
ways able  to  obtain  high  grade  pictures 
produced  in  the  United  States.  The  entire 
center  of  Buenos  Aires  has  been  turned 
from  the  Avenida  de  Mayor  to  Calle  Cor- 
rientes  by  American  pictures.  That  one 
city  block,  with  its  adjacent  block  or  two 
housing  large  film  theatres,  is  ablaze  at 
night,  while  the  Avenida  de  Mayor,  with 
no  theatres  of  distinction,  is  drab  and  un- 
attractive. 

American  films  are  also  credited  with 
teaching  South  American  housewives  the 
use  of  electric  ice  boxes. 


JJD  MORBEY  of  the  Dominion  Theatre, 
Martin  Cave  of  the  Capitol,  and 
Johnny  Garrard  of  the  Atlas,  managed 
their  respective  houses  during  the  absence 
of  Managers  Cliff  Denham,  J.  M.  Robert- 
son, and  Marc  Prieswerck,  who  attended 
the  Famous  Player  convention  at  Niagara 
Falls. 

For  the  showing  of  ‘‘Mutiny  on  the 
Blackhawk,”  Morbey  of  the  Dominion  ar- 
ranged an  appropriate  theatre  front.  The 
marquee  was  decorated  with  port  and 
starboard  lights,  life  buoys,  ships’  lanterns 
and  a flashing  mast  light.  Aiichors,  wheels, 
and  coils  of  rope  in  the  lobby  also  helped 
to  give  the  atmosphere  of  the  picture.  Tie- 
ups  were  arranged  with  the  local  ship 
chandlers. 

Capt.  V.  G.  Brodeur,  in  charge  of  the 
western  division  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Navy,  and  Commander  Hart  and  Com- 
mander Stevens  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Navy  were  guests  of  Cave  at  the  Capitol. 
They  saw  newsreel  pictures  of  the  raising 
of  the  Squalus. 

As  there  are  at  least  800  school  teach- 
ers attending  summer  school  in  Victoria, 
Garrard  of  the  Atlas  extended  an  invita- 
tion to  36  members  of  the  history  class  to 
attend  an  afternoon  performance  of 
“Juarez.”  In  addition  libraries  and  book 
stores  were  contacted  for  window  displays. 


Niagara  Falls — In  passing  out  bouquets 
the  considerable  printed  matter  for  the 
conference  including  the  banquet  menu, 
for  work  accomplished  in  connection  with 
special  arrangements  for  the  Record 
Royal  Year  Convention  of  FPCC,  the  fol- 
lowing should  be  mentioned: 

James  R.  Nairn,  director  of  advertising, 
for  the  really  strenuous  job  of  preparing 
which  was  a work  of  art,  program  fold- 
ers, inserts  for  managers’  year  books,  his 
advertising  brochure,  special  illustrations 
and  the  convention  front  page  in  the 
Niagara  Falls  Review  newspaper  which 
was  a big  stunt  in  itself. 


Also,  A1  Troyer  as  chairman  of  the 
sports  committee,  his  supervision  of  the 
program,  work  in  connection  with  prizes 
and  the  memorable  draw  at  the  luncheon 
in  which  his  Lions  Club  experience  was 
valuable. 


To  N.  L.  Jackson  and  A.  MacCunn  of 
the  FPCC  head  office  staff  for  their  or- 
ganization of  many  details  for  the  special 
train  from  Toronto  to  Niagara  Falls  and 
back  which  carried  116  persons,  their  sup- 
ervision of  parking  arrangements  and  the 
transportation  of  everybody  to  their  homes 
in  Toronto  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning 
after  it  was  all  over. 


A hand  to  J.  Cameron  for  hours  spent 
at  the  convention  registration  in  the  Gen- 
eral Brock  Hotel  for  the  assignment  of 


Five  tieups  were  arranged  by  Cave  of 
the  Capitol  for  the  showing  of  “Daughters 
Courageous.”  A five  and  ten-cent  store 
had  a full  window  tieup  of  powders  and 
lotions  featuring  a “for  your  daughter 
angle.”  A beauty  salon  advertised  “Four 
Smart  Girls  in  Daughters  Courageous. 
Bert  Waude’s  Permanents  for  Smart 
Girls.”  Since  Liberty  had  a full-page  pre- 
view on  the  picture,  programs  advertising 
the  showing  at  the  Capitol  were  dis- 
tributed with  copies  of  the  magazine.  A 
local  cafe  had  a five-foot  string  adver- 
tising a “Daughters  Courageous  Sundae.” 
A department  store  had  a full  window  tie- 
up  connecting  ladies’  sports  wear  with  the 
picture.  Lights  were  played  on  the  window 
in  the  evening. 

Due  to  the  widespread  interest  in  the 
Royal  Visit  and  the  great  deal  of  criticism 
in  Victoria  over  the  school  children  miss- 
ing a good  view  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
Garrard  of  the  Atlas  promoted  a story  in 
newspapers  informing  the  public  of  de- 
tails of  the  feature  to  be  made  showuig  the 
Royal  Visit  to  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  which  will  play  later  at  the  Atlas. 

Members  of  the  Victoria  Model  Airplane 
Club  were  guests  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  at 
a showing  of  “Five  Came  Back.”  A tieup 
with  a five  and  ten  cent  store  featured 
model  airplane  kits.  Model  airplanes  made 
by  members  of  the  Model  Airplane  Club 
were  hung  around  the  lobby. 


rooms,  distribution  of  badges  and  instruc- 
tions and  the  answering  of  a million-and- 
one  questions. 


To  Frank  Justin  of  FPCC  head  office, 
Charlie  Querrie  of  the  Palace,  Dan  Kren- 
del  of  the  Tivoli,  Pete  Egan  of  the  Cal- 
gary Capitol  and  Ray  Tubman  of  the 
Ottawa  Capitol  for  their  assistance  as 
members  of  the  convention  sports  com- 
mittee. 


To  the  “Forgotten  Women”  from  the 
head  office — four  in  number — who  looked 
after  much  stenographic  work  at  the  hotel 
during  the  convention.  They  were  the 
Misses  Patricia  Freeman,  Flora  Hayes, 
Jessie  Budman  and  Lillian  Cox.  It  was 
96  in  the  shade  and  they  worked  like  tro- 
jans. Applause  also  to  R.  G.  Darby  of 
head  office  for  making  everybody  com- 
fortable. 


There  was  an  outcry  from  the  east  when 
the  Calgary  deputation  walked  off  with 
two  of  the  main  prizes  in  the  luncheon 
draw.  Pete  D.  Egan  of  the  Calgary  Capi- 
tol won  an  order  for  a tailor-made  suit 
of  clothes  while  his  side-kick,  L.  J.  Chown, 
of  the  Calgary  Strand,  drew  the  number 
which  gave  him  a valuable  portable  radio. 


The  luckiest  man  at  the  convention  was 
H.  T.  “Tubby”  Long,  general  manager  of 
Associated  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto.  He 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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400  at  Brilliant  Banquet  for 
Famous  Players  Managers 


Niagara  Falls — The  final  banquet  of  the 
national  managers’  conference  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  in  the  ballroom 
of  the  General  Brock  Hotel  here,  with  400 
present,  was  regarded  as  the  most  out- 
standing function  in  the  history  of  the 
film  industry  in  Canada  with  respect  to 
the  brilliance  of  personnel  in  attendance, 
importance  of  the  speeches  and  the  value 
of  the  goodwill  and  inspiration  engen- 
dered. 

The  addresses  of  Premier  M.  F,  Hep- 
burn of  Ontario,  Col,  the  Hon,  George  A, 
Drew,  leader  of  the  opposition  in  the  Pro- 
vincial legislature.  Major  John  Bassett, 
publisher  of  the  Montreal  Gazette;  Presi- 
dent Barney  Balaban  of  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, New  York;  Mayor  C.  D,  Hanniwell, 
President  N,  L.  Nathanson  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent J,  J.  Fitzgibbons  of  FPCC  aroused 
wide  general  interest  and  secured  many 
columns  of  space  in  the  daily  newspapers 
throughout  the  Dominion,  From  the  view- 
point of  the  big  Canadian  theatre  chain 
and  of  the  Canadian  film  industry  as  a 
whole,  nothing  more  satisfying  or  as  gen- 
erally effective  has  happened  in  the  years 
of  the  business  than  this  banquet,  the 
chairman  of  which  was  T,  J,  Bragg,  sec- 
retary-treasurer of  FPCC.  The  whole  pro- 
gram, which  did  not  include  one  enter- 
tainment feature  by  the  way,  was  emi- 
nently impressive  not  only  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  trade  but  to  the  political 
leaders  who  were  the  guests  of  honor,  in 
whose  minds  was  undoubtedly  stamped  the 
indelible  thought  that  the  film  industry 
possesses  unquestioned  substance. 

Warns  Against  Japan 

Premier  Hepburn  gave  warning  of  a new 
menace  from  the  east  when  Japan  had 
conquered  China  and  of  the  prospect  of 
an  immediate  economic  evolution  in  the 
Dominion  and,  after  outlining  the  work  of 
the  Ontario  government  in  providing  for 
the  welfare  of  its  population,  concluded 
with  a eulogy  of  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  vice- 
president  of  Famous  Players,  in  which  he 
congratulated  him  on  his  recovery  from 
severe  illness. 

Colonel  Drew  called  for  a new  spirit 
among  Canadians  and  drove  home  the  fact 
with  convincing  forcefulness  that  democ- 
racy was  founded  on  freedom  of  expres- 
sion in  speech,  the  printed  word,  motion 
pictures  and  radio,  limited  only  by  a con- 
sideration of  what  is  proper  in  the  public 
interest.  Colonel  Drew  aroused  cheers 
when  he  declared  that  the  freedom  and 
peace  of  the  world  depended  upon  a per- 
fect understanding  between  the  British 
Empire  and  the  United  States.  There 
should  be  no  government  control  or  in- 
terference with  respect  to  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  because  this  was  character- 
istic of  the  dictatorial  states  but  he  did 
feel  that  more  Canadianism  could  be  in- 
jected into  motion  pictures  and  there 
should  be  more  Canadian  newsreels  so 
that  the  youth  of  the  Dominion  would 
have  a better  appreciation  of  Canada. 

Responding  to  the  Toast  to  the  Empire, 
Major  John  Basset  drew  cheers  when 
he  declared  that  the  British  Empire  would 


“come  through  as  it  always  has  done  in 
the  past.’’  He  referred  to  the  basic  prin- 
ciple of  freedom  enjoyed  by  the  English- 
speaking  nations  of  the  world  as  found  in 
the  Magna  Charta  and  declared  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  not  alien 
but  were  of  our  own  flesh  and  blood.  The 
British  Monarchs  had  brought  new  life, 
new  hope  and  fresh  confidence  to  Cana- 
dians and  had  shown  the  people  of  this 
Continent  that  service  to  all  was  true  roy- 
alty. The  speaker  looked  upon  President 
N.  L.  Nathanson  as  a friend  to  all  re- 
gardless of  color,  class  or  creed  and  com- 
plimented him  for  his  broad  outlook. 

President  Balaban  spoke  in  highest  terms 
of  the  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
and  eulogized  Nathanson  and  Fitzgibbons, 
both  of  whom  were  held  in  the  greatest 
esteem  by  his  own  company.  He  stressed 
the  splendid  friendship  which  existed  be- 
tween the  two  companies  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States  and,  going  a point  furth- 
er, expressed  the  view  that  the  two  coun- 
tries lived  almost  as  one. 

Fitzgibbons  expressed  appreciation  for 
the  cooperation  which  had  been  extended 
by  the  Ontario  government  and  gave  as- 
surance of  support  for  any  public  welfare 
undertaking.  He  lauded  the  newspapers  as 
the  most  effective  medium,  declared  that 
the  motion  picture  business  had  a real 
responsibility  to  the  public  and  praised 
Nathanson  for  his  constructive  leadership. 

In  welcoming  the  many  guests,  Nathan- 
son pointed  out  that  it  was  the  first  na- 
tional gathering  of  the  company  in  12 
years  and  expressed  appreciation  for  the 
loyalty  and  teamwork  of  employes 
throughout  the  organization. 

Included  among  those  present:  Presi- 
dent N.  L.  Nathanson,  Vice-President  J.  J. 


Slogans 


Niagara  Falls — Thought-provoking  slo- 
gans on  attractive  display  cards,  along 
with  other  spectacular  embellishments,  hit 
the  eye  on  all  sides  at  the  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  convention  as  silent  mes- 
sages to  the  chain  managers  from  coast 
to  coast.  Some  of  these  were: 

“New  ideas  create  new  business.” 

“Don’t  neglect  the  youngsters.  It  does 
not  take  long  to  grow  up  into  regular 
patrons.” 

“No  matter  how  swell  an  ad  looks,  it’s 
not  worth  a dime  unless  it  sells  tickets.” 

“Eight  per  cent  of  the  tomast’s  dollar 
goes  for  amusements.  Why  not  more?” 

“We’re  in  the  finest  business  in  the 
world.  Let’s  prove  it.” 

“It  takes  new  patrons  to  break  old 
records.” 

“I’ll  get  my  share  of  the  $5,000  bonus 
contest.” 

“1939-40 — A year  to  remember.” 

“Charlie  Querrie  says — 

“On  your  toes 

“On  the  floor 

“And  the  place  you  sit  on 

“Will  never  get  sore.” 


Fitzgibbons,  Secretary-Treasurer  Thomas 
J.  Bragg,  who  was  the  toastmaster,  and 
many  other  officials  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.;  President  Barney  Bala- 
ban and  Joseph  J.  Unger,  eastern  sales 
manager  of  Paramount  Pictures,  New 
York;  Austin  Keough,  chairman  of  the 
Paramount  board.  New  York;  Hon.  W.  D. 
Ross,  former  lieut. -governor  of  Ontario; 
Hon.  MitcheU  F.  Hepburn,  premier  of  On- 
tario; Col.  the  Hon.  George  A.  Drew,  lead- 
er of  the  opposition  in  the  Ontario  legis- 
lature: Major  John  Bassett,  president  of 
the  Montreal  Gazette;  James  R.  Grainger, 
president  of  Republic  pictures:  Jack  Cohn, 
vice-president  of  Columbia  Pictures,  New 
York;  Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  president.  Mo- 
tion Picture  Distributors  of  Canada;  Frank 
J.  McCarthy,  Universal  Pictures,  New 
York;  Matty  Fox,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  Universal  west  coast  studios;  Carl  Les- 
erman,  Warner  Bros.,  New  York;  Jules 
Levy,  RKO  Pictures,  New  York;  M.  A. 
Schlesinger,  president  of  General  Talking 
Pictures  of  South  Africa;  Monroe  Green- 
thal,  director  of  publicity.  United  Artists, 
New  York. 

Prominents  Present 

O.  J.  Silverthorne,  chairman  of  the  On- 
tario board  of  censors;  Abe  Montague, 
sales  manager  of  Columbia  Pictures,  New 
York;  Herman  Wobber  of  20th  Century- 
Fox,  New  York;  Walter  Hayner,  Canadian 
district  manager,  M-G-M;  Arthur  A.  Lee, 
GB  Pictures,  New  York;  H.  M.  Masters, 
Canadian  general  manager.  United  Artists; 
M.  A.  Milligan,  Canadian  general  mana- 
ger of  Paramount;  B.  E.  Norrish,  president, 
Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd.,  Montreal; 
J.  Arthur  Hirsch,  president.  Consolidated 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  Montreal;  N.  La  wand, 
managing  director.  Confederation  Amuse- 
ments, Ltd.,  Montreal;  George  N.  Gane- 
takos,  managing  director.  United  Amuse- 
ments Corp.,  Montreal;  Clair  Hague,  Ca- 
nadian representative,  Universal  Pic- 
tures; George  Rotsky,  general  supervisor, 
Consolidated  'Theatres,  Montreal;  William 
A.  Summerville,  member  of  the  Ontario 
legislature,  Toronto;  Roy  Elmhurst,  pri- 
vate secretary  to  Premier  Hepburn  of  On- 
tario; Harold  T.  Long,  general  manager, 
Associated  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto;  Henry 
L.  Nathanson,  general  manager.  Regal 
Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto;  President  O.  R.  Han- 
son and  Vice-President  Paul  Nathanson, 
Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd.;  Louis  Ros- 
enfeld,  general  manager,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures of  Canada,  Ltd. 

Harry  J.  Allen,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager.  Grand  National  Films,  Ltd., 
Toronto;  Charles  Mavety,  president, 
Mavety  Film  Delivery  Service,  Toronto; 
Leo  M.  Devaney,  general  manager,  RKO 
Distributing  Corp.  of  Canada,  Ltd.;  A.  W. 
Perry,  general  manager,  Archie  J.  Laurie, 
assistant  general  manager,  Frank  Fisher, 
Toronto  branch  manager,  Empire-Univer- 
sal Films;  J.  J.  Allen,  general  manager. 
Theatre  Holding  Corp.,  Toronto;  Raymond 
S.  Allen  and  Herb  Allen,  Premier  Thea- 
tres, Toronto;  Wolfe  Cohen,  general  man- 
ager, Vitagraph  Ltd.;  Sam  Pine  and  El- 
mer Bloom,  B&P  Theatres,  Toronto;  Ray 
Lewis,  publisher  of  Canadian  Moving  Pic- 
ture Digest;  Jack  L.  Hunter,  Toronto 
branch  manager.  Paramount  Film  Service; 
Joe  Plottel,  Toronto  branch  manager,  War- 
ner Bros. 

Frank  Meyers,  Toronto  branch  manager, 
RKO  Distributing  Corp.;  Sam  Glazer,  To- 
ronto branch  manager.  United  Artists; 
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List  of  FPC  Managers  at 
21st  Annual  Convention 

Niagara  Palls,  Ont.  — In  addition  to 
those  reported  last  week  attending  the 
21st  annual  convention  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  were  the  following  mana- 
gers: 

P.  E.  Fetch,  D.  B.  Roberts,  Brandon:  D. 
D.  Egan,  L.  J.  Chown,  R.  Micheltree,  Cal- 
gary; W.  P.  Wilson,  A.  Entwisle,  Edmon- 
ton; G.  Carson,  Fort  William;  A.  W.  Shack- 
leford, Lethbridge;  E.  P.  Fields,  Moose 
Jaw;  C.  Dellay,  G.  J.  McComber,  Port  Ar- 
thur; William  Novak,  C.  Bahrynowski,  S. 
Bowes,  Regina;  Frank  Miley,  W.  Winter- 
ton,  Saskatoon;  H.  K.  Durham,  Shauna- 
von;  R.  C.  Sutherland,  Weyburn;  Don 
Gauld,  Harold  Bishop,  Winnipeg;  Stan 
Derry,  Kensia;  M.  S.  Joiner,  N.  J.  Dun- 
can, C.  E.  Hector,  H.  Creasey,  Phil  Tazker, 
H.  G.  Copely,  K.  C.  McRae,  J.  Millman, 
H.  Thompson,  A.  L.  Zetterman,  L.  New, 
Vancouver;  Cliff  Denham,  J.  M.  Robertson, 
M.  Prieswerck,  Victoria;  W.  Bennett,  C. 
J.  Hughes,  C.  G.  Smith,  E.  C.  Lackey,  L. 
C.  Campbell,  J.  M.  Gow;  S.  P.  McMordie, 
J.  P.  Pitner,  J.  H.  Black,  D.  G.  Borland, 
W.  Harper,  all  of  various  British  Columbia 
points. 

Representatives  of  Toronto  theatres 
were:  Jack  Arthur  and  Fred  Trebilcock, 
Uptown;  Tom  Daley,  Imperial,  J.  Shea  and 
W.  Graydon,  Hippodrome;  Dan  Krendel, 
Tivoli;  A1  Ritchie,  Alhambra;  Robert  Dow- 
ney, Beach;  Walter  Hunt,  Bedford;  A1 
Sedgewick,  Belsize;  Jack  Laver,  Bloor; 
Vern  Hudson,  Capitol;  M.  Margolius,  Col- 
lege; Jack  Purves,  Eglinton;  Robert  Eves, 
Oakwood;  C.  L.  Querrie,  Palace;  M.  J. 
Doyle,  Parkdale;  James  Lynch,  Runny- 


mede;  G.  Morrell,  St.  Clair;  A.  Easson, 
Village. 

Manager  of  theatres  in  Ontario  com- 
prised: Hamilton,  C.  T.  Spencer,  George 
Stroud,  Leon  Bishop,  H.  R.  Hutchinson; 
Windsor,  Robert  Knevels,  H.  C.  Merritt, 
J.  J.  LaPave,  E.  Lamoureux,  S.  C.  day- 
man; London,  W.  K.  Trudell,  J.  Preston; 
Ottawa,  Chris  Holmes,  T.  R.  Tubman,  I. 
Singerman,  A.  Stevens;  Kingston,  Ernie 
Smithies,  T.  McCoy;  Woodstock,  H.  V. 
Neun,  A.  Scandrett;  Brantford,  E.  A. 
Moule,  W.  J.  Burke;  Guelph,  R.  McKib- 
bin,  S.  Andrews;  Belleville,  G.  Forhan; 
Cobourg,  K.  Craig;  North  Bay,  Jack  Nel- 
son; Oshawa,  Leon  Osier;  Peterboro,  A.  E. 
Cauley;  Port  Hope,  J.  S.  Smart;  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  W.  P.  McGeachie;  Sudbury,  Syd 
Scott;  Trenton,  G.  W.  Martin;  Brockville, 
F.  McLennan;  Chatham,  A.  P.  Drohan; 
Sarnia,  W.  J.  Fawcett;  St.  Thomas,  Ted 
Doney;  G^ult,  E.  J.  Landsborough  and  J. 
McDonough;  St.  Catharines,  R.  J.  Har- 
rison; Niagara  Palls,  J.  V.  Ward;  Wel- 
land, T.  Forhan;  Owen  Sound,  Chris  Geor- 
gas;  Cornwall,  Clarence  Marked;  Fort  Wil- 
liam, Frank  Willis. 

Those  from  Quebec  and  the  Maritime 
provinces  included:  Hull,  Robert  Maynard; 
Rouyn,  S.  Korman;  Quebec  City,  P.  Val- 
liere;  Three  Rivers,  G.  T.  Robert  and  A.  J. 
B.  Robert;  Halifax,  L.  M.  Graburn,  R.  J. 
Machdam  and  J.  M.  Franklin;  St.  John, 
W.  H.  Golding;  Sydney,  D.  P.  MacDonald; 
Moncton,  F.  W.  Winter,  and  Glace  Bay, 
J.  Connor. 


Scripts  Next  "Tarzan" 

Hollywood — Myles  Connolly  is  scripting 
the  next  “Tarzan”  vehicle  for  Metro.  Lu- 
cien  Hubbard  will  produce. 


They're  No  Gentlemen 


Regina,  Sask. — What  with  all  the  fan 
magazines  and  the  like,  why  anyone  should 
want  to  steal  lobby  pictures  has  Manager 
H.  A.  Bercovich  of  the  Rex  here  puzzled, 
especially  the  “ladies.” 

For,  despite  efforts  of  the  staff  to  keep 
a lookout,  framed  pictures  of  the  stars 
have  been  stolen,  time  and  again,  right 
off  the  walls  of  the  ladies’  powder  room 
at  the  new  Rex  Tlieatre.  When  the  pic- 
ture frames  were  securely  screwed  to  the 
wall  the  picture  gatherers  ripped  them  off, 
leaving  holes  as  mute  testimony. 

The  most  blatant  attempt  at  theft  was 
the  removal  of  a picture  of  Deanna  Dur- 
bin from  the  main  foyer  wall.  The  frame 
was  found  later  in  the  ladies  room.  The 
rolled-up  picture  dropped  from  a woman’s 
coat  as  she  was  leaving  the  theatre,  so 
she  ran. 


Arctic  Color  Films 

Montreal — Franz  Johnston,  Canadian 
artist,  took  color  motion  pictures  of  the 
Arctic  when  he  was  at  Great  Bear  Lake 
in  the  spring  and  the  early  summer.  He 
reports  the  color-effects  as  marvelous;  so 
much  so  that  the  Eldorado  Gold  Mining 
men  admitted  that  his  hand-painted 
sketches  were  “O.  K.”  because  they  con- 
formed to  the  color  they  have  seen  on 
the  screen.  Johnston  sold  his  color-camera 
up  north,  for  some  mining  man  to  carry 
on  art  work  up  there. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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"Almost  Innocent" 


Montreal — The  American  who  has  the 
most  influence  as  far  as  England  is  con- 
cerned, according  to  the  Marquess  of 
Donegal,  London  Sunday  Dispatch  com- 
mentator, is  Will  Hays.  He  notes  Hays’ 
life  is  insured  for  half  a million  dollars. 
Through  his  work  on  the  censorship  bu- 
reau, he  exerts  a great  influence  on  the 
world,  from  a moral  point  of  view. 

He  was  born  of  Scottish-Irish  parents. 
He  reduced  his  middle  name  Harrison  to 
the  initial  H because  he  felt  the  full  word 
sounded  ostentatious,  yet  he  tried  to  call 
the  talkies  “auricular  films.’’ 

He  is  thin,  five-foot-two  in  height.  He 
is  a staunch  Presbyterian  and  as  a youth 
pumped  the  church  organ  for  sixpence  a 
service. 

Hays  was  postmaster-general  under 
Warren  Harding,  whose  campaign  he 
helped  to  win,  when  17  years  ago  he  be- 
came czar  of  the  film  world. 

Though  there  are  some  who  call  him 
unprintable  names,  his  office  genially  re- 
fers to  him  as  “General.”  Some  of  the  rul- 
ings in  his  office  are  peculiar.  For  in- 
stance, “Revenge  in  modern  times  is  not 
justifiable”  seems  rather  optimistic  in  this 
super-revenging  world. 

However,  he  never  imposes  his  own 
views  and  “I  have  even  heard  him  call 
himself  a movie  fan.” 

When  Louis  Selznick  and  Sol  Rogers 
proffered  the  movie  czar  proposition,  ac- 
cording to  Donegal,  Hays  said  he  accepted 
because  his  children  adored  Big  Bill  Hart 
and  he  reckoned  there  must  be  something 
to  an  industry  which  could  produce  such 
lovable  characters  on  so  wide  a scale. 

Will  Hays  lives  mostly  in  New  York, 
where  one  often  sees  him  at  film  first 
nights,  and  in  Hollywood,  but  he  remains 
a country  lawyer-politician,  calling  his  na- 
tive town  of  Sullivan,  Ind.,  home. 

He  loathes  the  word  “censorship”  and 
prefers  the  term  “self-regulation.” 

Once,  while  crossing  Broadway,  he  was 
asked  his  opinion  of  censorship.  Dodging 
cars,  he  replied,  “Censorship  is  contrary 
to  everything  this  country  fought  for  at 
Bunker  Hill.  Besides,  it  doesn’t  work.” 

He  has  a ten-year  contract  at  a 
"colossal  salary”  the  Marquess  adds.  “A 
friend  of  mine  who  sometimes  takes  him 
to  a premiere,  declares  Hays  is  still  almost 
completely  innocent,  and  that  many  of  the 
implications  in  risque  pictures  escape  him.” 

British  War  OHice  Post 
To  Harold  Fortington 

Ottawa — Harold  A.  Fortington,  C.B.E., 
of  London,  England,  a brother  of  A.  E. 
Fortington  of  Ottawa,  Ont.,  a former  film 
and  musical  critic,  has  been  appointed 
director-general  of  progress  and  statistics 
in  the  British  war  office,  according  to 
information  received  at  the  home  of  Ot- 
tawa relatives. 

The  appointment  is  of  special  interest  to 
the  film  industry  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  because  of  the  fact  that  Harold 
A.  Fortington  went  to  the  United  States 
from  England  in  1920  and  built  up  a con- 
siderable fortune  in  his  connection  with 
Paramount  Pictures  and  allied  industries. 


Church  Films  Nearer 
Through  Coop  Plan 

Montreal  — The  churches  are  rather 
conservative  about  taking  up  new  inven- 
tions and  using  them  to  instill  religious 
ideas  in  the  minds  of  people,  but  to  a 
number  of  church  members  it  is  somewhat 
of  a surprise  that  more  has  not  been  done 
to  adapt  the  motion  picture  to  religious 
purposes — both  educational  and  inspira- 
tional. In  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  this  comment  does  not  apply  so 
generally  as  in  Canada,  and  especially 
Monti'eal. 

At  the  present  time,  however,  there  are 
several  clergy  sufficiently  film  minded  in 
the  city  to  be  definitely  committed  to  the 
use  of  motion  pictures.  Rev.  J.  O.  Pea- 
cock, assistant  minister  of  St.  Matthew’s, 
Town  of  Hampstead,  and  Rev.  Clarence 
Halliday,  minister  of  the  Montreal  West 
United  Church,  are  both  pioneers  in  the 
movement  to  get  the  most  possible  out  of 
this  popular  art  in  the  interests  of  re- 
ligious education  and  spiritual  develop- 
ment for  Greater  Montreal  churches. 

Under  these  two  ministers  a cooperative 
organization  has  been  formed  to  handle 
religious  films  and  with  this  beginning  an 
expansion  of  the  use  of  the  moving  pic- 
tures by  the  churches  is  expected  in  the 
autumn  when  congregations,  depleted  by 
the  summer  holidays,  have  returned  to 
normal  conditions  of  church  life  again. 

Mr.  Peacock  has  been  particularly  active 
in  getting  the  products  of  the  religious 
film  industry  recognized  locally  among 
the  clergy  and  a few  of  the  lay  leaders. 
The  Associated  Screen  News  has  given 
ready  cooperation  with  the  churches  in 
showing  religious  films  for  experimental 
purposes.  Already  plans  are  under  way  for 
much  greater  activity  in  the  use  of  films 
commencing  next  September. 

The  main  problem  in  this  new  venture 
with  the  clergy  has  been  that  of  the  fi- 
nancing of  the  films  and  it  is  on  that  score 
that  the  enterprise  of  a cooperative  nature 
has  been  undertaken.  Sharing  the  expense 
by  a number  of  churches  brings  the  best 
religious  films  into  the  reach  of  the  aver- 
age congregation.  As  one  minister  stated, 
the  use  of  the  films  will  help  to  determine 
the  real  limitations  which  they  have  for 
the  clergy  in  their  instruction  of  their  con- 
gregations and  other  objectives.  Until  one 
tries  the  moving  pictures  on  religious 
themes  it  is  difficult  to  tell  what  are  the 
objectionable  or  commendable  features  of 
them  in  church  life,  he  stated. 

Up  to  the  present  there  has  been  more 
interest  in  showing  the  available  films  to 
the  youth  of  certain  congregations  than 
to  adults.  The  securing  of  enough  suit- 
able films  is  one  of  the  problems.  Efforts 
have  been  made  to  interest  the  clergy  in 
the  use  of  the  film  in  their  work  and  fol- 
lowing the  last  Anglican  Diocesan  Synod 
annual  service  a small  group  of  clergy  were 
given  a demonstration.  A number  of  lec- 
tures on  the  use  of  films  in  Christian  edu- 
cation were  given  by  Mr.  Peacock  at  Divin- 
ity Hall  to  classes  of  teachers.  The  Mon- 
treal Ministerial  Ass’n  set  apart  time  for  a 
lecture  and  demonstration  of  religious 
films  at  one  of  their  meetings  prior  to  the 


^HE  ORPHEUS  and  Oxford  theatres, 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  owned  by  the  Halifax 
Tlieatres,  Ltd.,  formerly  a subsidiary  of 
the  F.  G.  Spencer  Co.,  Ltd.,  are  now  af- 
filiated with  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  William  Gates  has  been  retained  as 
resident  manager. 

R.  G.  March,  20th  Century-Fox  branch 
manager,  has  returned  ho7ne  after  attend- 
ing a ‘‘Kent  Drive”  meeting  at  the  Boston 
exchange.  Mrs.  March  and  their  daugh- 
ter, Constance,  accompanied  him  on  the 
trip. 

Miss  Alice  L.  Fairweather,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  Maritime  film  board  of  trade, 
has  been  visiting  friends  in  Moncton,  N.  B. 

C.  E.  Murray  is  operating  a theatre  one 
night  a week  for  the  summer  months  at 
Imperoyal,  N.  S.  . . . J.  E.  Butler  of  the 
Imperial  Theatre,  Moncton,  N.  B.  and 
Colin  Danson  of  the  Strand,  Sussex,  N.  B., 
were  recent  visitors  to  Filmrow. 

John  Connor  jr.,  of  the  Savoy  'nieatre. 
Glace  Bay,  N.  S.,  represented  the  most 
eastern  point  in  Canada  at  the  Famous 
Players  convention  held  recently  at  Nia- 
gara Falls.  It  was  a long  trip  for  Johnnie, 
but  well  worth  while. 

Don  Messer  and  his  orchestra  of  Saint 
John,  often  heard  over  the  Canadian 
broadcasting  network,  are  filling  engage- 
merits  at  various  theatres  throughout  the 
territory. 

After  controversy  lasting  a year,  the 
picture  “Damaged  Goods”  has  finally  been 
approved  by  the  Nova  Scotia  board  of 
censors. 

A washout  on  the  trans-Canada  High- 
way near  Edmundston,  N.  B.,  caused  by 
torrential  rains,  was  the  scene  of  an  auto- 
mobile accident  recently  in  which  Hon. 
Dr.  P.  H.  LaPorte,  minister  of  health  and 
labor  for  New  Brunswick,  lost  his  life.  For 
many  years.  Dr.  LaPorte  operated  a thea- 
tre in  Edmundston,  more  or  less  as  a 
hobby,  and  his  estate  owns  the  building 
which  houses  the  present  Capitol  Theatre. 
His  only  son,  George,  is  very  well  known 
by  the  film  fraternity. 


end  of  the  1938-39  sessions. 

There  has  been  very  enthusiastic  back- 
ing in  this  field  of  religious  education 
given  by  Dr.  A.  O.  Dawson  of  Montreal, 
who  has  long  been  favorable  to  more  ex- 
tensive use  of  religious  moving  pictures  in 
the  city.  Local  circles  planning  for  the  de- 
velopment of  the  religious  films  here  ex- 
pect that  Dr.  Dawson  will  bring  from  Eng- 
land this  summer  information  of  value  in 
launching  the  movement  here  more  gener- 
ally this  autumn.  The  Harmon  Founda- 
tion in  the  United  States  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  supply  of  religious  films 
to  churches. 

Among  demonstrations  in  local  churches 
that  proved  very  successful  this  year  was 
the  showing  of  six  reels  of  the  silent  film 
entitled  “The  King  of  Kings”  at  St.  Mat- 
thew’s. Suitable  musical  accompaniment 
was  successfully  arranged  by  means  of 
gramophone  records. 


102 


BOXOFFICE  August  5,  1939 


gWELTERING  with  the  thermometer  in 
the  nineties,  motion  picture  fans  have 
shown  appreciation  of  air  conditioning  by 
their  increased  patronage  of  the  theatres 
so  equipped. 

Programs  this  summer  have  been  more 
tempting  than  ever  before.  Everyone  can- 
not find  an  opportunity  to  see  new  films 
in  the  first  run  houses,  but  sooner  or  later 
the  fans  catch  up  with  the  attractions, 
having  ample  opportunity  to  do  so  as  the 
pictures  make  the  rounds  of  the  chain 
theatres. 

Pilmrow  managers  continue  to  compete 
for  rural  business,  and  the  motor  trips  in 
the  country  are  themselves  an  inducement 
to  look  for  out-of-town  bookings. 

John  Levitt  of  Regent  Films,  has  been 
summering  or  "simmering”  in  New  York 
City  during  the  heat  wave  which  made 
even  the  World’s  Fair  a test  of  endurance. 
Mr.  Levitt,  however,  was  in  New  York  on 
business  and  even  the  torrid  temperature 
did  not  prevent  him  accomplishing  it.  He 
will  have  some  new  films  to  interest  ex- 
hibitors. 

Many  Montrealers  have  been  getting  ac- 
quainted with  rural  theatres  in  the  past 
week  or  two,  finding  it  pleasant  to  take 
a run  into  the  country,  have  dinner  at 
the  local  inn,  and  then  lounge  through  a 
couple  of  hours  at  a show.  In  Adirondack 
resorts  where  Quebec  cars  are  always  to 
be  found  parked  outside  those  places  where 
cooling  drinks  are  dispensed,  posters  and 
cards  advertising  motion  picture  theatres 
often  many  miles  away  are  displayed  in 
the  hotels. 

Schroon  Lake,  one  of  the  favorite  halt- 
ing places  for  Montreal  motorists  era  route 
to  New  York,  boasts  an  air-conditioned 
theatre,  the  Paramount,  which  gives  a 
midnight  show  every  night  commencing 
at  11:30. 

Quebec  city  council  has  given  final 
reading  to  the  motion  retarding  for  a year 
collection  of  the  ten  per  cent  admission 
tax. 

A short  history  of  the  cinema  as  a form 
of  art,  assembled  by  the  March  of  Time 
editors,  is  being  shown  as  an  added  attrac- 
tion at  the  Palace. 

Newsreel  cameramen  had  a field  day 
in  Montreal,  Sunday,  July  23,  when  com- 
peting crews  filmed  the  mass  wedding 
ceremony  at  the  baseball  stadium  where 
106  couples  went  through  the  marriage 
ceremony. 

Victor  Moore,  Broadway  musical  com- 
edy star,  has  been  fishing  in  New  Bruns- 
wick. Two  grilse,  one  four,  the  other  five 
pounds,  are  estimated  to  have  cost  him 
$175  apiece.  Declaring  they  were  the  most 
expensive  fish  he  ever  caught,  he  left  for 
Long  Island  to  see  whether  the  tuna  fish- 
ing would  be  less  costly. 

Errol  Flynn,  who  was  originally  dis- 
covered at  Teddington  studios  in  England, 
will  return  there  this  fall  to  play  the  part 
of  Captain  Horatio  Hornblower,  adven- 
turous English  sailor  of  Napoleonic  times. 


He  now  is  playing  Sir  Francis  Drake  oppo- 
site Bette  Davis  in  “The  Lady  and  the 
Knight,”  being  produced  at  Hollywood. 

Sir  Edward  Beatty,  president  of  the 
CPR,  is  back  from  England  where  he  at- 
tended the  opening  by  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester of  an  exhibition  of  photographs  of 
the  Royal  visit  to  Canada. 

The  trend  towards  topical  films  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Ontario  board  of  film  cen- 
sors report  which  foresees  more  and  more 
films  dealing  with  world-wide  events,  and 
expresses  the  belief  that  “it  is  impossible 
to  avoid  reference  through  the  cinema  to 
the  ‘isms’  of  Europe  and  worldwide  con- 
ditions.” 

A charge  against  Julius  Belson  of  ad- 
mitting children  under  16  to  the  Midway 
Theatre  fell  through  when  the  Crown  was 
unable  to  prove  that  he  was  the  manager 
of  the  theatre  after  witnesses  testified  that 
he  held  the  restaurant  concession  and  was 
therefore  a lessee,  not  an  employe,  of  the 
theatre. 

Duncan  MacD  Little,  New  York  cam- 
era enthusiast,  exhibited  films  of  French- 
Canadian  life  taken  by  himself  to  illus- 
trate an  address  to  the  Quebec  Kiwanis 
Club  on  the  friendship  between  Canada 
and  the  United  States. 

British  United  Press  recalls  the  early 
days  of  the  "kinema”  when  delays  in  reel- 
ing off  a film  produced  whistles  and  cat- 
calls from  the  audiences.  "The  films  were 
not  shown  in  palatial  halls,  but  in  any 
place  that  would  hold  a few  chiars.  There 
was  no  music  apart  from  a bored  pianist 
who  hammered  the  same  old  tunes,  show 
after  show.  There  was  no  action  on  the 
screen  for  which  he  could  not  find  appro- 
priate music.  At  the  end  of  each  reel  there 
was  a pause  while  another  reel  was  put  on. 
Some  cinemas  showed  a slide  asking  the 
audience  to  be  patient  while  this  was 
done.” 


CAILGARY 

J^EWSPAPER  reporters  let  Jack  Benny 
slip  in  and  out  of  Calgary  without  see- 
ing him.  The  screen  and  radio  comic  came 
by  car  from  New  York,  accompanied  by  a 
man  friend  from  Manhattan,  stopped  long 
enough  at  the  Palliser  here  to  phone  for  a 
room  at  the  Banff  Hotel,  buy  a cigar  and 
a beer.  He  spent  the  weekend  in  the  Rocky 
mountain  resort. 

Glen  Peacock  and  his  wife  returned 
from  a ten-day  jaunt  to  Waterton  Lake 
reserve.  A well  deserved  vacation  for  this 
hard  working  exhibitor. 

Pete  Egan  joined  the  group  of  Famous 
Players  managers  from  the  west  on  their 
trip  to  the  Famous  Players  convention  at 
Niagara  Falls.  The  manager  of  the  Palace 
here  will  be  joined  by  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, who  go  by  car  to  Ontario.  A two-week 
vacation  will  be  spent  by  the  Egan  fam- 
ily in  the  east.  Roy  Chown,  manager  of 
the  Strand,  accompanied  Egan. 

Les  Litch,  manager  for  the  new  inter- 
ests controlling  the  suburban  Crescent, 
opened  the  house  with  a dual  bill,  July  29. 


^A^lIkCWAM 

QFFICIATiT.Y  there  aren’t  supposed  to 
be  any  Bank  Nights  in  Saskatchewan 
but  so  far  the  government  has  looked  on 
leniently  as  operators  in  the  smaller  cen- 
ters have  tried  to  boost  attendance  in  the 
poorer  crop  areas  by  offering  the  financial 
tidbit  for  certain  nights  of  the  week.  Cur- 
rently the  Viscount  Theatre,  Viscount,  A. 
E.  Dodds,  manager,  has  a pay  night  with 
a top  of  $15.  There’s  a $10  booster  prize 
at  the  Watson,  at  Watson,  Fridays  and 
Saturdays.  Milestone’s  showplace.  Town 
Hall  Theatre,  also  has  a $10  top  on  Satur- 
day nights  while  Nipawin  has  one  for  $15 
on  Monday  evenings. 

Theatres  in  the  smaller  centers  are 
finding  it  tough  to  buck  the  free  stage 
shows  and  amateur  nights  being  spon- 
sored from  place  to  place  by  the  warring 
oil  companies  as  customer  getters.  Some  of 
the  showmen  have  deliberately  junked 
their  picture  plans  on  hearing  such  a show 
was  scheduled  for  the  toum  and  tried  to 
rent  their  theatre  as  the  spot.  A thousand 
people  turned  out  at  the  Olympia,  Assini- 
boia,  for  the  Imperial  Oil  show,  held  after- 
noon and  night,  without  admission  charge. 

The  Roxy,  Regina,  is  looking  smart  un- 
der a new  paint  job  on  the  exterior  . . . 
Harry  Bercovich  of  the  Rex,  Regina,  and 
Bill  Novak  of  the  Capitol,  have  been  act- 
ing as  judges  at  the  city’s  weekly  amateur 
contest  at  Wascana  Park  . . . Maria  Sokil 
and  Anton  Rudnitsky,  stars  of  a compara- 
tively recent  U.  S.-made  Ukrainian  film, 
are  touring  the  province  and  making  per- 
sonal appearances,  she  is  a singer  and 
he  as  accompanist. 

To  aid  the  Boy  Scouts  of  Lloydminster 
to  attend  the  Jamboree  at  Fort  Qu’Appelle, 
the  Empress  management  let  them  push 
the  sale  of  tickets  to  "Imitation  of  Life.” 
The  campaign  filled  the  theatre,  helped 
the  boys  along  and  got  the  theatre  some 
swell  publicity. 

With  Manager  Charlie  Bahrynowski 
away  at  the  Famous  Players  Canadian 
convention  in  Niagara  Falls,  the  boys  and 
girls  back  home  at  the  Metropolitan,  Re- 
gina, thought  up  a slick  campaign  and 
tiein  with  the  British  American  Oil  Co. 
for  Saturday.  It  was  in  holding  a Jimmy 
Allen  Cadet  rally  at  the  theatre  Saturday 
morning  for  the  opening  of  “Sergeant 
Madden.”  It  got  the  theatre  a big  crowd 
of  pay  customers,  plugs  on  the  radio  which 
carries  the  Jimmie  Allen  series,  and  plenty 
of  nice  placards  at  all  of  the  oil  company’s 
stations  in  Regina  and  district. 

Backed  by  the  board  of  trade,  the 
Dreamland  at  Rockglen  has  been  reopened 
as  one  indication  of  the  come-back  the 
droughtlands  are  staging  this  year  with 
prospect  of  good  crops  for  the  first  time 
in  a decade.  Gordon  Hoffos  is  manager. 

The  Orpheum  at  Nipawin  features  a 
local  newsreel  compiled  by  General  Films 
of  Regina  and  Toronto.  Latest  event  was 
the  July  1 sports  . . . Harry  F.  Brooks, 
manager  of  the  Imperial  at  Indian  Head, 
played  a prominent  part  in  the  Grenfell 
Old  Home  Week  celebrations.  He  also  is 
chairman  of  the  school  board  . . . Reno- 
vations on  a small  scale  are  being  under- 
taken by  the  Plaza  at  Shaunavon. 
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STARTING 


BLON'DIE  BRINGS  ITB  BABY — Penny  Singleton, 
J Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms,  Danny  Mummert, 

O Daisy.  Producer;  Robert  Sparks.  Director: 

U Flank  R.  Strayer.  Screenplay:  Gladys  Lehman. 


o 


WELL  ALONG 


KONGA,  THK  WILD  STAI.I.ION— Fred  Stone, 
Rochelle  Hudson,  Dick  Fiske,  Robert  Warwick. 
Producer:  Wallace  MacDonald.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson.  Screenplay:  Harold  Shumate. 


COMPLETED 


FIVE  LITTI.E  PEPPERS  AND  HOW  THEY 

GREW  — Edith  Fellowes,  Dorothy  Ann  Seece, 
Clarence  Kolb,  Dorothy  Peterson,  Ronald  Sinclair, 
Tommy  Bond.  Producer:  Jack  Fier.  Director: 
Charles  Barton.  Original:  Margaret  Lothrop. 


6 
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REMEMBER — Robert  Taylor,  Greer  Garson,  Lew 
Ayres,  Billie  Burke,  Lionel  Atwill,  George  Bar- 
bier,  Sara  Haden,  Paul  Hurst,  Reginald  Owen. 
Producer:  Milton  Bren.  Director:  Norman  Z. 
McLeod.  Original:  Norman  Z.  McLeod,  Corey 
Ford. 

ANOTHER  THIN  MAN — William  Powell,  Myrna 
Loy,  Tom  Neal,  Patric  Knowles,  Marjorie  Main, 
Nat  Pendleton.  Don  Costello.  Producer:  Hunt 
Stromberg.  Director:  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II. 


THE  MARX  BROTHERS  AT  THE  CIRCUS— The 

Marx  Brothers,  Florence  Rice,  Kenny  Baker, 
Nat  Pendleton.  Producer:  Mervyn  LeRoy.  Di- 
rector: Eddie  Buzzell. 


d 
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THE  LIFE  OF  VICTOR  HERBERT — Allan  Jones, 
H Mary  Martin,  Susannah  Foster,  John  Garrick. 

2 Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Director:  Andrew 

& Stone.  Screenplay;  Russell  Crouse,  Robert 

O Lively. 

< FEDERAL  OFFENSE — William  Henry,  Lyle  Tal- 
PC  bot,  Anthony  Quinn,  Harvey  Stephens..  Pro- 

ducer:  Edward  T.  Lowe.  Director:  Robert 
^ Florey.  Original:  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Screen- 

play: Horace  McCoy,  William  R.  Lipman. 


Ml  RDER  IN  THE  BIG  HOUvSE — Charles  Bickford, 
Barton  MacLane,  Dennis  Moore.  Producer:  Scott 
R.  Dunlap.  Director:  William  Nigh.  Original: 
Rev.  Patrick  O’Neil.  Screenplay:  Martin  Moo- 
ney. 


REME^niER  THE  NIGHT— Fred  MacMurray,  Bar- 
bara Stanwyck,  Sterling  Holloway,  Beulah 
Bondi.  Producer:  Mitchell  Leisen.  Director: 
Mitchell  Leisen.  Screenplay:  Rebecca  West. 

TYPHOON — Dorothy  Lamour,  Robert  Preston, 
Lynne  Overman,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Producer: 
William  LeBaron.  Director:  Louis  King.  Screen- 
play: Allen  Rivkin,  Steve  Fisher. 


SKY  PATROI.. — John  Trent,  Milburn  Stone,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds,  Jackie  Coogan.  Producer:  Paul 
Malvern.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Original 
Screenplay:  Joseph  West,  Norton  S.  Parker. 


ABE  LINCOLN  IN  ILLINOIS — Raymond  Massey, 
Mary  Howard,  Howard  de  Silva,  Alan  Baxter, 
Gene  Lockhart,  Elisabeth  Risdon,  Charles  Mid- 
dleton. Producer:  Max  Gordon,  Harry  Goetz. 
O Director:  John  Cromwell.  Original:  Robert  E. 

2 Sherwood. 

< 

a MEET  DR.  CHRISTIAN— Jean  Hersholt.  Pro- 
^ ducer:  William  Stevens.  Director:  Bernard  Vor- 

y haus. 

* THREE  SONS — Edward  Ellis,  Kent  Taylor,  Wil- 
liam Gargan,  Barbara  Pepper,  J.  Edward  Brom- 
berg, Alex  D’Arcy.  Producer;  Robert  Sisk.  Di- 
rector: Jack  Hively.  Original;  Lester  Cohen. 
Screenplay:  John  Twist. 


THE  HUNCnB.\CK  OF  NOTRE  DAME — Charles 
Laughton.  Maureen  O’Hara,  Sir  Cedric  Hard- 
wicke,  Alan  Marshal.  Thomas  Mitchell,  Walter 
Hampden.  Producer:  Pandro  Berman.  Director: 
William  Dieterle.  Original:  Victor  Hugo.  Screen- 
play: Bruno  Frank. 


THE  FIGHTING  GRINGO  — George  O’Brien,  Lu- 
pita  Tovar,  Leroy  Mason,  Mary  Field.  Producer: 
Bert  Gilroy.  Director:  Dave  Howard. 


. CALLING  ALL  MARINES — Donald  Barry,  Helen 
y Mack.  Robert  Kent,  Leon  Ames,  Warren  Hymer. 
Producer;  Armand  Schaefer.  Director:  John 
H.  Auer.  Screenplay;  Earl  Felton. 


WALL  STREET  COM’BOY  — Roy  Rogers,  Ray- 
mond Hatton,  George  (Gabby)  Hayes,  Craig 
Reynolds,  Pierre  Watkin.  Producer:  Joe  Kane. 
Director:  Joe  Kane.  Screenplay:  Gerald  Geraghty. 


TOO  BUSY  TO  WORK — Jed  Prouty,  Spring  By- 
X ington,  Florence  Robert.s,  June  Carlson,  Kenneth 
O Howell.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  Otto 

^ Brower. 

jjj 

H high  SCHOOI^Jane  Withers.  Producer:  Sol 
S Wurtzel.  Director:  George  Nichols  jr.  Screen- 

play: Robert  Ellis,  Helen  Logan. 


CITY  OF  DARKNESS — Sidney  Toler,  Lynn  Bari, 
Harold  Huber,  C.  Henry  Gordon.  Douglas  Dum- 
brille.  Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  Herbert 
I.  Leeds. 


H’E’RE  IN  THE  ARMY  NOW— Jane  Withers.  Ritz 
Brothers,  Lynn  Bari.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel. 
Director:  H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 


< 

D 


THE  GREAT  DICTATOR— Charles  Chaplin,  Paul- 
ette Goddard,  Henry  Daniell.  Producer:  Charles 
Chaplin.  Director:  Charles  Chaplin.  Screenplay: 
Charles  Chaplin. 


INTERMEZZO  — Leslie  Howard,  Ingrid  Bergman, 
Edna  Best,  John  Halliday.  Producer:  David  O. 
Selznick.  Director;  Gregory  Ratoff.  Original: 
Gustav  Molander,  Gaesta  Stevens.  Screenplay: 
George  O’Neil,  John  Van  Druten. 


LEGION  OF  LOST  FLYERS  — Richard  Arlen, 
Andy  Devine,  Anne  Nagel,  Guinn  Williams,  Wil- 
liam Lundigan.  Producer:  Ben  Plvar.  Direc- 
i-I  tor:  Christy  Cabanne. 

^ CAEL  A MESSENGER— Huntz  Hall,  Billy  Halop, 
Little  Tough  Guys,  Mary  Carlisle,  Milburn  Stone, 
M Victory  Jory,  Robert  Armstrong.  Producer: 

^ Ken  Goldsmith.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin.  Original: 

^ Sally  Sandlin,  Michael  Kraike.  Screenplay: 

Arthur  T.  Horman. 

CHIP  OF  THE  FLYING  U— Johnny  Mack  Brown. 
Doris  Weston,  Fuzzy  Knight,  Bob  Baker.  Di- 
rector: Ralph  Staub. 


RIO — Sigrid  Gurie,  Robert  Cummings,  Basil  Rath- 
hone,  Leo  Carrillo,  Victor  McLaglen,  Lane  Chand- 
ler. Director;  John  Brahm.  Screenplay:  Ro- 
land Leigh,  Charles  Grayson. 

MISSING  EVIDENCE — Preston  Foster,  Irene  Her- 
vey,  Chick  Chandler,  Inez  Courtney,  Noel  Madi- 
son, Paul  Guiltoyle.  Director:  Phil  Ros^n. 


ONE  HOUR  TO  LIVE — Doris  Nolan,  Charles  Bick- 
ford, John  Litel,  Samuel  Hinds,  John  Gallaudet. 
Producer:  George  Yohalen.  Director:  Harold 
Schuster.  Original  Screenplay:  Roy  Chanslor. 


PHILO  VANCE  RETFRNS  — James  Stephenson, 
Margot  Stevenson,  Henry  O’Neill,  Edward  Bro- 
phy,  Martin  Kosleck,  Ralph  Forbes.  Producer: 
Bryan  Foy.  Director:  William  Clemens.  Ori- 
ginal: S.  S.  Van  Dine.  Screenplay.  Tom  Reed. 


WE  .\RE  NOT  ALONE — Paul  Muni,  Dolly  Haas, 
Una  O’Connor,  Raymond  Severn.  Producer: 
Henry  Blanke.  Director:  Edmund  Goulding. 
Original;  .Tames  Hilton. 
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Overland  With  Kit  Carson 

Columbia  (Serial,  12  Chapters)  28  Mins. 

A red-blooded  action  thriller  that  has 
just  a bit  too  much  hokum  for  the  oldsters. 
It  stars  Bill  Elliot  who  impressed  in  “Wild 
Bill  Hickok’’  and,  on  the  basis  of  the  open- 
ing chapter,  bids  fair  to  repeat.  The  story 
concerns  itself  with  a group  of  renegade 
whites,  headed  by  a ruthless  killer  known 
as  Pegleg,  whose  aim  is  to  prevent  the 
whites  from  settling  the  west.  Pegleg  in- 
troduces a new  twist  in  killing  people.  His 
stallion.  Midnight,  tramples  them  to  death. 
Elliot,  as  Kit  Carson,  is  designated  to  stop 
the  attacks  which  he  does  eventually  after 
undergoing  various  perils  at  the  end  of 
each  chapter.  Iris  Meredith  is  the  girl. 
Sam  Nelson  and  Norman  Doming  co- 
directed. 


Seeing  Red 

Vitaphone  (Broadway  Brevity)  20  Mins. 

Red  Skelton  is  up  to  his  old  tricks.  If 
your  audiences  like  Skelton,  his  latest 
activities  have  him  haunting  his  boss  who 
has  fired  him  for  playing  a prank.  Inter- 
spersed are  acts  which  include  A.  Robin, 
the  Walking  Music  Store;  the  Merry  Macs, 
singing  quartet;  Harris  and  Shore,  ec- 
centric dancers;  and  Louis  Da  Pron,  tap 
dancer.  Of  the  group,  the  Merry  Macs  are 
tops  with  Da  Pron  rurming  a close  second. 
The  other  two  acts  are  so  old,  it’s  about 
time  they  got  at  least  one  new  idea  be- 
tween them. 


Three-Minute  Fuse 

Vitaphone  (True  Adventure)  11  Mins. 

Here’s  one  subject  where  Floyd  Gibbons 
fails  to  give  the  author  of  the  story  his 
$250  check  before  the  camera.  While  the 
story  may  be  true,  the  suspense  for  a 
smash  surprise  is  definitely  lacking.  It 
deals  with  a well-digger  who  almost  loses 
his  life  while  dynamiting  the  bottom. 
Luckily,  his  two  co-workers  save  him.  All 
along  one  feels  the  vital  rope  will  snap 
and  the  man  in  danger  will  meet  a hor- 
rible death. 


Will  Osborne  and  His 
Orchestra 

Vitaphone  (Melody  Master)  10  Mins. 

Swell  entertainment  for  the  band  fans 
with  Osborne  changing  his  routine  slight- 
ly. Dick  Rogers  sings  a fast  number 
while  Lynn  Davis  croons  a fair  ditty.  The 
orchestra  leader  more  than  swings  a baton 
which  means  his  followers  are  provided 
with  an  hour’s  entertainment  boiled  down 
to  ten  minutes. 


Wise  Quack 

Vitaphone  (Looney  Tune  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

Only  fair,  with  little  ingenuity  surround- 
ing the  arrival  of  four  new  ducklings,  one 
being  carried  off  by  a condor,  and  the 
subsequent  rescue  by  Porky  and  his  ducky 
friends.  Old  stuff  and  nary  a new  idea. 


%HORT 

OF  THE  WEEK 

Five  Times  Five 

RKO  Pathe  20  Minutes 

Yvonne,  Marie,  Emilie,  Cecile  and 
Annette  are  cute  and  lovely  and  all  the 
adjectives  parents  use  to  describe  their 
children.  Antics  of  the  Dionne  Quints, 
accordingly,  multiply  themselves  into  a 
delightful  treat.  Up  to  the  Ontario 
hamlet,  which  Papa  and  Mama  Dionne 
helped  put  on  the  map,  went  Director 
Frank  Donovan  and  Cameraman  Harold 
Smith  to  record  for  posterity  the  Quints 
celebrating  their  fifth  birthday.  It  is 
all  very  simple,  unaffected  and  very 
impressive.  The  Quints  are  shown 
playing  games  in  their  nursery  garden, 
ready  to  leave  to  meet  the  king  and 
queen  and  amusing  themselves  at  the 
birthday  party  with  Dr.  Dofoe  and  Nar- 
rator Alexander  Woollcott.  Incidental- 
ly, Woollcott's  narration  makes  this  a 
document  of  unusual  warmth  by  a 
series  of  well-chosen  phrases.  There 
is  a choice  scene  of  Woollcott  sitting 
in  the  Quints'  swing  which  should  be- 
come a collector's  item.  Some  fine  por- 
trait shots  of  the  five  girls  conclude 
the  subject. 


Modern  Methods 

Vitaphone  (Color  Parade)  10  Mins. 

With  the  exception  of  the  episode  dealing 
with  making  and  designing  new  hats,  the 
oddities  hold  very  little  interest  to  the 
average  patron.  Scientific-minded  folks 
may  be  interested  in  the  remote  control 
sequences,  all  of  which  is  not  fully  ex- 
plained, and  the  workings  of  the  bureau 
of  statistics  on  tides  in  New  York.  Just  a 
so-so  subject. 


Saved  by  the  Belle 

Columbia  ('Three  Stooges)  17  Mins. 

The  'Three  Stooges  at  their  best  or  worse, 
depending  on  how  audiences  take  to  them. 
Regardless  of  the  direction  one  looks, 
they  look  the  same.  As  salesmen  for  arctic 
clothing,  they  wander  by  mistake  into  a 
tropical  earthquake  belt  and  become  in- 
volved in  a local  revolution.  Their  escape 
is  beset  with  perils,  but  they  make  it. 


Officer  Duck 

RKO  (Walt  Disney)  8 Mins. 

Not  one  of  the  best  Disney  shorts,  but 
enough  laughs  to  keep  the  Donald  Duck 
fans  happily  satisfied.  Donald  is  a radio 
car  copper  who  is  ordered  to  get  'Tiny  'Tim 
and  bring  him  in.  The  way  he  does  it 
makes  for  an  amusing  episode,  with  Don- 
ald playing  the  part  of  a baby,  but  getting 
his  man. 


There  Goes  Rusty 

Columbia  (World  of  Sports)  10  Mins. 

A study  of  the  racing  greyhounds  which 
should  prove  interesting  to  sports  follow- 
ers. “Rusty”  is  the  mechanical  rabbit  that 
the  dogs  chase  around  the  track.  'The  reel 
traces  the  development  of  these  fine  ani- 
mals from  the  training  stage  to  the  time 
when  they  are  ready  to  take  to  the  track. 


NEWSREELS 


Tuesday,  July  25 

Movietone  News,  No.  91:  Roosevelt  deeds  li- 
brary to  nation,  cadets  get  lessons  in  long-range 
firing,  pictures  of  the  Mongolia  battlefront,  mass 
wedding  unites  105  couples.  U.  S.  sailors  visit 
Peru,  army  bombers  in  formation  flight,  Lew 
Lehr,  Johnstown  loses  in  upset,  water  sports, 
Kayak  II  wins  Gold  Cup. 

News  of  the  I>ay,  No.  289:  Army  bombers  in 
flight,  mass  wedding,  freak  Mississippi  shipwreck, 
moral  re-armament  rally.  Kayak  II  wins,  Johns- 
town loses,  Galento  mixes  with  kangaroo,  catapult 
diving,  water  sports. 

Paramount  News,  No.  102:  Mass  wedding,  Louis 
and  Pastor  sign  for  title  fight,  moral  re-arma- 
ment  rally,  South  Pole  runabout.  Gov.  Dickinson, 
golden  anniversary  for  the  hot  dog,  Roosevelt 
deeds  library  to  nation.  Johnstown  loses,  water 
sports. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  2:  F.  D.  R.  deeds  library, 
mass  wedding,  shoe  king  opens  American  plant, 
unitwin  plane  makes  first  test  hop,  moral  re- 
armament rally,  catapult  diving,  Johnstown  loses. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  791:  Army  bombers  in 
daring  tests,  mass  wedding,  WPA  workers  in  pro- 
test rally,  mishap  halts  endurance  contest,  seeks 
new  speed  record,  water  sports,  skaters  thrill 
fans  at  Fair,  Johnstown  loses,  catapult  diving. 


Thursday,  July  27 

Movietone  News,  No.  92:  Bastille  Day  celebra- 
tion, Queen  Mother  Mary,  London  and  Moscow 
stress  preparedness,  Ciano  and  Franco,  aval- 
anche buries  climbers,  Farley,  Hamilton  and  the 
John  Roosevelts  sail.  Tyrone  Power  and  Annabella 
in  Rome,  Louis  and  Tunney  meet,  a new  moun- 
tain sport.  Low  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  290:  Paris  thrills  to  Brit- 
ish-French display,  Hamilton  and  Farley  sail, 
Leo  jr.  makes  film  debut,  Zog  and  Queen  head 
for  Paris,  avalanche  buries  climbers,  three-t©n 
Adam  art  sensation,  Oxford  and  Cambridge  track 
teams  versus  Yale  and  Harvard,  the  international 
CYO  bouts. 

Paramount  News  No.  103:  Avalanche  buries 
climbers,  masters  of  politics  try  1940  forecast,  first 
pictures  of  boy  found  after  eight  days,  and  a 
snecial  sequence  on  Today  and  25  years  ago  when 
the  World  War  began. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  3:  Bastille  Day  celebra- 
tion. Farley  and  Hamilton  sail.  Mars,  Ciano  and 
Franco,  fishing  for  cultured  pearls,  old-time  pistol 
miatch,  Oxford  and  Cambridge  track  teams  versus 
Yale  and  Harvard. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  792:  Bastille  Day  cele- 
bration. avalanche  buries  climbers.  Mars,  Farley 
and  Hamilton  sail,  Russians  prepare  for  air  raids, 
army  transport  off  to  Hawaii,  Queen  Mary  in- 
spects Hussars,  autos  blessed  in  quaint  rites,  pa- 
poose beauty  contest  held,  three-ton  statue  baffles 
critics,  foreign  chefs  display  art. 
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A 

ANDY  HARDY  GETS  SPRING  FEVER  (M-G-M) 

This  series  seems  to  get  better  with  every 
pix.  Rooney  is,  showing  signs  of  settling 
down  to  the  business  of  being  a real  actor. 
About  average  at  BO.  Admission:  40-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  550.  Capa- 
city: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way 
Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

B 

BACK  DOOR  TO  HEAVEN  (Para) 

Just  another  picture  to  fill  in  space.  If  this 
picture  ever  gets  to  heaven  it  will  have  to 
go  in  the  back  door.  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  400. — M. 
B.  Hasty,  Joy  Theatre,  Dardanelle,  Ark, 

BACK  ROOM  MYSTERY  (Col) 

Double  bill  horror  pictures  with  "Behind  the 
Mask."  Good  picture  for  those  who  like  them. 
Fair  business.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and  small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  400.  Capacity:  300. — • 
Mrs.  Carl  Beard,  State  Theatre,  Lewellen, 
Neb. 

c 

CAFE  SOCIETY  (Para) 

Rather  good  dialogue  with  some  good  com- 
edy. Not  a good  title  for  a draw  in  a small 
town.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cool.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
2,500.  Capacity:  500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way 
Theatre,  Sheridan,  Cre. 

CALLING  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

A very  good  picture  and  pleased  all.  Play- 
ed to  overage  business.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  15-10,  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  1,800,  Capacity:  400. — 
M.  B.  Hasty,  Joy  Theatre,  Dardanelle,  Ark. 

CONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY  (FN) 

Good  beginning,  but  very  weak  ending. 
Warner  missed  an  opportunity  here.  They 
could  have  done  big  things  but  didn't.  Very 
poor  at  BO.  Trailer  approaches  s,ubject  mat- 
ter from  wrong  angle.  Should  play  up  Rob- 
inson breaking  up  ring — instead  it  makes  you 
feel  afraid  of  the  subject  matter.  Admission: 
40-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  550. 
Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

D 

DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

A very  good  show  from  an  artistic  and 
action  point  of  view.  No  draw  and  no  ap- 
peal to  general  run  of  fans.  Business  very 
poor.  Admission:  35-25-15.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,000. 
Capacity:  500.  • — Beatty  & Johnson,  Capi- 
tol Theatre,  Red  Deer,  Alta,  Canada. 

DODGE  CITY  (WB) 

One  of  the  best  of  the  year.  In  my  opinion 
it  was  as  good  as  "Jesse  James."  Did  well 
at  boxoffice.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,500.  Capacity:  300. — R.  L.  Hall, 
Aztec  Theatre,  Van  Alstyne,  Tex. 

DRUMS  (UA) 

Us.ed  on  Bank  Night  and  very  important  to 
have  a large  giveaway.  I don't  think  my 
audience  was  favorably  impressed.  The 
comments  I did  receive  from  a few  patrons 
was  too  much  shooting,  too  noisy,  too  much 
English  accent,  etc.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Hot.  Admission:  40-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  480. — A.  E.  An- 
drews, Emporium  Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 


A?i  open  jorum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


E 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN  (Univ) 

This  is  the  best  Crosby  I've  ever  seen. 
Played  to  one  of  my  biggest  crowds  this 
season.  Keep  up  the  good  work  Universal. 
Sat.,  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
25-lb.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  300. — R.  L.  Hall,  Aztec  Theatre, 
Van  Alstyne,  Tex. 

F 

FLYING  IRISHMAN  (RKO)— STORM  OVER 
BENGAL  (Rep) 

A fair  double  bill  program  with  business 
below  par,  nothing  to  attract  the  masses. 
The  public  knows  in  advance  it's  no  bar- 
gain, so  they  go  where  there  is  more  excite- 
ment. Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Plenty  hot.  Ad- 
mission* 40-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,000.  Capacity:  480.— A.  E.  Andrews,, 
Emporium  Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 

FRONTIER  PONY  EXPRESS,  (Rep) 

Roy  Rogers  and  Mary  Hart  always  wel- 
come sign  at  the  boxoffice.  A good  western 
with  a little  less,  gun  powder.  Played  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  with  amateur  vaudeville 
program.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  15-10.  General  patronage. 

Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — L.  J.  Boud- 
reau, Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

G 

GOOD  GIRLS  GO  TO  PARIS  (Col) 

Here's  a pip  of  a comedy  that  will  be  ideal 
entertainment  in  any  season.  Fast,  zippy 
dialogue,  side-splitting  situations,  and  per- 
fect timing  make  it  tip-top  fun.  The  custom- 
ers will  go  for  this  dish  in  a great  way,  and 
you'll  wonder  how  some  of  the  lines  got  by 
Hays'  strict  censorship.  Busiiness  was  good 
here.  Friday.  Weather:  Very  hot,  fair.  Ad- 
mission: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  McCaskey, 
Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

GUNGA  DIN  (RKO) 

Very  good  picture.  Liked  by  every  one 
who  saw  it.  Not  much  drawing  power,  plenty 
of  action  and  suspens,e.  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage.  Population:  400.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Mrs.  Carl  Beard,  State  Theatre, 
Lewellen,  Neb. 

H 

HARDYS  RIDE  HIGH,  THE  (M-G-M) 

This  is,  one  of  the  best.  Mickey  Rooney  is 
always  good.  Did  average  business.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Capa- 
city: 400. — M.  B.  Hasty,  Joy  Theatre,  Dardan- 
elle, Ark. 

HONOLULU  (M-G-M) 

A natural.  This  picture  will  go  over  any 
place.  Don't  be  afraid  to  give  it  your  best 
spots.  It  has  everything,  Wednesday. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  384. 
— L.  B.  Rockett,  Wahoo  Theatre,  Dubach,  La, 

I 

IDIOT'S  DELIGHT  (M-G-M) 

Put  all  the  bad  reports  together  that  you 
have  seen  on  this,  and  they  still  won't  de- 


scribe this  picture.  The  best  I can  say  for  it 
is:  Terrible.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800,  Capacity:  384. — L.  B.  Rockett,  Wa- 
hoo Theatre,  Dubach,  La. 

INVITATION  TO  HAPPINESS  (Para) 

Here's  a problem  picture  for  small  towns. 
On  the  cast  strength  it  opened  big  but  nose- 
dived sharply  when  the  women  patrons  found 
out  what  it  was  all  about.  Word-of-mouth 
reaction  was  bad — in  fact  ruinous,.  Chief 
complaint  was  that  it  was  too  sad.  Business 
was  far  below  expectations  and  well  under 
par.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Cool,  fair.  Ad- 
mission: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  McCaskey, 
Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

L 

LAW  WEST  OF  TOMBSTONE  (RKO) 

Harry  Corey  western.  Fair — drew  in  quite 
a few  old  timers  along  with  a fair  crowd. 
Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 400.  Capacity:  300. — Mrs.  Carl  Beard, 
State  Theatre,  Lewellen,  Neb. 

LITTLE  ADVENTURESS  (Col) 

Almost  a retake  of  the  old  picture  "Broad- 
way Bill,"  except  the  horse  didn't  die.  Good 
program  entertainment.  Played  with  profes- 
sional vaudeville.  Thursday.  Weather:  Warm. 
General  patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 600. — L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre, 
Eveleth,  Minn, 

LUCKY  NIGHT  (M-G-M) 

Opinions  on  this  feature  were  divided. 
Some  of  my  patrons  said  it  was  swell,  while 
others  felt  it  was  "lousy."  In  my  estima- 
tion parts,  of  the  picture  could  have  been 
pepped  up  considerable.  Also,  the  feature 
is  chiefly  for  adults,  as  the  gambling  plot  is 
of  questionable  ethics.  Patronage  up  to 
Saturday-Sunday  standard.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and  small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  876.  Capacity:  170. — 
Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven  Theatre,  New 
Haven,  Mo. 

M 

MIDNIGHT  (Para) 

"Zaza"  has  evidently  ruined  Claudette  Col- 
bert here  and  it's  a shame,  as  she  is  a splen- 
did actresis.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,100.  Capacity:  206. — A.  B.  Jefferis, 
Piedmont  Theatre,  Piedmont,  Mo, 

MIDNIGHT  (Para) 

A very  good  show,  but  Colbert  is  just 
plain  poison  to  the  boxoffice.  Pleased  all 
who  came  which  were  few.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  400. 
— M.  B.  Hasty,  Joy  Theatre,  Dardanelle,  Ark. 

MIKADO,  THE  (Univ) 

Here's  something  to  really  get  worked 
into  a lather  on.  It  is  boxoffice  without 
much  work,  but  with  plenty  of  plugging  it 
should  be  a bonanza.  This  version  of  Gilbert 
and  Sullivan's  opera  is  perfect!  Oldtimers 
will  wring  your  hand  for  it.  Everybody  will 
get  full  enjoyment  from  this  excellent  film. 
Saturday.  Weather:  Warm,  clear.  Admis- 
sion: 40-30,  General  patronage.  Population: 
3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Wil- 
licmsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

N 

NAUGHTY  BUT  NICE  (WB) 

Not  so  naughty,  but  quite  nice,  light  en- 
tertainment. After  this  Warner  will  regret 
letting  Powell  out.  He  should  have  been  a 


110 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


comedian  all  along.  Chief  comment  was 
that  "It  is  Powell's  best  picture."  It  did 
business  for  ua  in  spite  of  softball,  and  a 
warm,  moonlit  night.  Plenty  of  gags  that 
audiences  will  eat  joyously.  Saturday. 
Weather:  Warm,  clear.  Admission:  40-30. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg 
Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

NEVER  SAY  DIE  (Para)— TWELVE 
CROWDED  HOURS  (RKO) 

On  a double  bill  for  the  Fourth  of  July,  at 
bargain  prices  with  everyone  away  for  the 
holidays  and  temperature  way  above  nor- 
mal, we  still  managed  to  break  even,  and 
those  who  came  considered  it  a very  good 
show.  Admission:  40-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  480. — A.  E.  An- 
drews, Emporium  Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 

NEXT  TIME  I MARRY  (RKO) 

Fair  picture,  nothing  outstanding.  Good 
business,  but  I guess  its  because  there  was 
a litle  harvest  which  means  quite  a bit  here. 
Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 
Population:  400.  Capacity:  300. — Mrs.  Carl 
Beard,  State  Theatre,  Lewellen,  Neb. 

o 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

Good  picture  and  good  business.  A really 
well-made  western  with  James  Cagney  at 
his  best.  Mon.,  Tuea.  Admission:  35-25-15. 
Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,000.  Capacity:  500. — Beatty  & John- 
son, Capitol  Theatre,  Red  Deer,  Alta,  Canada. 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

Ran  this  on  our  Phil  Sheridan  Day  cele- 
bration and  played  to  good  houses  both 
days.  Cagney  may  be  miscast,  but  pleased 
everyone  anyway.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,500.  Capacity:  500. — W.  H.  Hibbert, 
Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

ON  BORROWED  TIME  (M-G-M) 

Here's  something  real  solid  in  the  way  of 
an  audience  picture.  Don't  underestimate 
this  picture,  give  it  everything  in  the  book 
and  you'll  never  regret  it.  Metro  has  been 
over  modest  in  their  claims  for  this  show.  It's 
even  better  than  the  ads  say — and  that  is 
sumpin'.  It  gave  us  the  top  business  for  the 
summer  thus  far.  Saturday.  Weather:  Rain, 
cool.  Admission:  40-30.  General  patronage. 
Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  562. — Tom  Mc- 
Caskey, Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg, 
Va. 

P 

PACIFIC  LINER  (RKO) 

No  drawing  power,  but  I heard  no  kicks 
from  those  who  came.  Might  do  very  well 
on  a double  bill.  Thursday.  Weather: 
Warm.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  384. — L.  B.  Roc- 
kett, Wahoo  Theatre,  Dubach,  La. 

PYGMALION  (M-G-M) 

I ran  the  risk  of  using  this  on  Sun.,  Mon., 
and  my  judgment  was  not  so  bad.  The 
patrons  liked  the  show  and  it  did  a fair  busi- 
ness. Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  40-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capa- 
city: 480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Thea- 
tre, Emporium,  Pa. 

R 

ROMANCE  OF  THE  REDWOODS  (Col) 

Very  good  action  pix  which  s,ucceeds  in 
bringing  to  the  screen  the  dramatic  punch 
London  puts  into  his  books.  If  this  would 
have  been  made  in  color  it  would  have  been 
tops.  Admission:  40-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  550.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

s 

SHE  MARRIED  A COP  (Rep) 

A very  nice  program  picture  that  will  please 


any  audience.  Good  comedy  and  good  act- 
ing. Played  Friday  and  Saturday  with  serial 
and  amateur  vaudeville  program.  Business 
good  considering  warm  weather.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. 
— L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth, 
Minn. 

SONS  OF  LIBERTY  (Vita) 

This  is  not  a feature,  but  it  is  fully  worth 
advertising  like  one.  This  featurette  has  so 
much  power  behind  it  and  is  done  so  perfect- 
ly that  it  must  surely  find  its  way  to  every 
screen  in  America.  It  has  worlds  of  appeal 
to  all  classes  and  will  make  for  a merry  box- 
office  if  given  the  right  plugging.  Don't 
skip  this  subject.  If  you  do  it  will  be  like 
throwing  money  down  the  drain.  Book  it 
and  plug  it  as  a feature.  Admission:  40-30. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg 
Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

STAR  REPORTER  (Mono) 

It  ain't  so  hot,  boys!  Just  a picture  with 
a muddling  of  everything.  Played  on  Tues- 
day with  Cash  Nite.  Weather:  Warm.  Ad- 
mission: 15-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 7,500.  Capacity:  600. — L.  J.  Boudreau. 
Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

STORY  OF  VERNON  AND  IRENE  CASTLE 
fRKO) 

I thought  it  one  of  their  best,  but  evidently 
the  audience  didn't — they  sure  stayed  away. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good  and  hot.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
1,500. — C.  W.  Ritenour,  Majestic  Theatre,  Mil- 
ford, 111. 

STORY  OF  VERNON  AND  IRENE  CASTLE 
(RKO) 

One  of  the  best  Astaire-Rogers  ever  made. 
If  you  can  get  them  in  they  will  enjoy  this 
very  much  and  will  tell  you  so.  Tues.  Wed. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  2 for  35-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Capacity: 
189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Knox- 
ville, 111. 

STRONGER  THAN  DESIRE  (M-G-M) 

If  your  customers  like  courtroom  dramas, 
they  will  be  well  entertained  by  this  one. 
For  those  that  didn't  see  this  movie  when  it 
was  called  "Evelyn  Prentice"  it  is  fairly  ab- 
sorbing, especially  the  ending  which  was 
masterfully  acted.  Walter  Pidgeon  is  getting 
quite  a following  in  these  parts.  Business 
okay.  Wednesday.  Weather:  Cool,  cloudy. 
Admission:  40-30.  General  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 3,500.  Caoacity:  562. — Tom  McCas- 
key, Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

SUSANNAH  OF  THE  MOUNTIES  (20lh-Fox) 

Shirley  has  been  slipping  fast  enough  by 
herself  of  late  without  having  a millstone 
tied  to  her  neck  in  the  form  of  a dull,  slow 
story.  Only  at  times  is  she  her  old  wistful 
and  charming  self.  And  the  business  re- 
flected this  misitake  too  well  here.  Lowest 
of  all  the  Temples.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Cool,  clear.  Admission:  40-30.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  3,000.  Capacity:  562. — 
Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Va. 

SWEETHEARTS  (M-G-M) 

Nelson  Eddy  and  Jeanette  MacDonald  are 
very  good  in  this  picture.  Did  a little  above 
average  business.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  35-15.  General  and  farm  patron- 
age. Population:  500.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H. 
Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells, 
Colo. 

T 

TERROR  OF  TINY  TOWN  (Col) 

Good  novelty — wouldn't  want  one  of  these 
very  often,  but  alright  for  a change.  Fri., 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10, 
Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Population: 
400.  Capacity:  300. — Mrs.  Carl  Beard,  State 
Theatre,  Lewellen,  Neb. 


TEXAS  STAMPEDE  (Col) 

Very  good  western,  this  series  pleases. 
Juat  enough  music  to  break  the  monotony 
of  sameness  of  westerns.  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage.  Population:  400.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Mrs.  Carl  Beard,  State  Theatre, 
Lewellen,  Neb. 

THREE  SMART  GIRLS  GROW  UP  (Univ) 

A swell  movie  that  more  than  pleased  the 
cash  customers.  Played  it  in  connection  with 
a Girls  Scout  tieup,  with  them  selling  the 
tickets.  The  clever  ending  was  a surprise  to 
everyone.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  35-10.  General  and  summer  pat- 
ronage. Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  550. — 
Scott  Roberts,  Camden  Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

TRADE  WINDS  (UA) 

This  company's  product  was  bought  late 
and  consequently  played  late.  It  gave  gen- 
eral satisfaction  and  did  about  the  same 
amount  of  business  as,  the  others.  Not  out- 
Sitanding  but  fairly  interesting.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Normal.  Admission:  40-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity: 
480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Theatre,  Em- 
porium, Pa. 

u 

UNION  PACinC  (Para) 

A real  boxoffice  and  entertainment  pic- 
ture, if  there  ever  was  one.  Well  liked  and 
they  told  us  so.  Business  good.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Admission:  35-25-10.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  500. 
— Beatty  & Johnson,  Capitol  Theatre,  Red 
Deer,  Alta,  Canada. 

UNION  PACIFIC  (Para) 

Pleased  100  per  cent.  Best  business  since 
January  1.  Far  ahead  of  other  pictures  of 
same  type.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  35-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800.  Capacity:  200. — E.  L.  Danielson, 
Castle  Theatre,  Mabel,  Minn. 

w 

WARE  CASE,  THE  (20th-Fox) 

Pretty  heavy  British  courtroom  drama  that 
has  difficulty  getting  started.  It  is  quite  slow 
and  over  talkative  for  the  first  two  reels,  but 
picks  up  from  there  and  develops  interest. 
Clive  Brook  was  the  only  name  in  the  very 
adequate  cast  that  my  patrons  knew,  but 
they  came  in  anyway.  Friday.  Weather: 
Rain,  cool.  Admission:  40-30.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  562. — 
Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre,  Wil- 
liamsburg, Va. 

WIFE,  HUSBAND  AND  FRIEND  (20th-Fox) 

Should  have  sent  sardines  back  with  it. 
My  boxoffice  still  smells.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  1,500. — C.  W.  Ritenour,  Ma- 
jestic Theatre,  Milford,  111. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

A good  show  all  the  way,  but  we  still 
could  have  used  the  bedroom  scene.  Also, 
she  forgot  to  say  "Damn  This  Sex"  which 
was  in  the  staae  play  and  had  plenty  of 
punch — God  bless  Will  Hays  et  al.  Lake- 
wood  summer  theatre  played  the  show  last 
year  and  many  came  to  see  the  movie  this 
year.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Wet.  Admis- 
sion: 35-10.  General  and  summer  patron- 
age. Population:  3,500.  Capacity:  550. — 
Scott  Roberts,  Camden  Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

YOUNG  MR.  LINCOLN  (20th-Fox) 

I consider  this  as  one  of  the  finest  pictures 
I have  shown,  but  didn't  get  them  in  on  this 
one.  Perhaps  the  extremely  hot  weather  kept 
them  away.  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 
Population.  876.  Capacity:  170. — Walter  J. 
Buchholtz,  New  Haven  Theatre,  New  Haven, 
Mo. 
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"EACH  DAWN  I DIE"  HITS  200%  IN  NEW  YORK 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Daughters  Courag:eoiis  (FN),  2nd 

run;  Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 75 

Memorial — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col); 

I Stole  a 3Iil!ion  (Univ)  (15 

Metropolitan — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  It 
Could  Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk..  55 
Orpheum—  On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M); 

>Iaisie  (M-G-M)  120 

Paramount — Same  as  the  Fenway 70 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  105 


CHARLOTTE 


Broadway — Kx-Champ  (Univ)  95 

Carolina — Second  Fiddle  (20tli-Fox)  100 

Imperial — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M).  1st 

half  105 

Imper  al — Unexpected  Father  (Univ).  2nd  half.  95 

State — Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ).  1st  half 100 

St-  te — Ua<  keteers  of  the  Ranjfe  (KKO).  2nd 
half 100 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M).  held 

6th  wk 00 

Chicago — Daughters  Courage<ius  ( FN ) , plus 

stage  show  . 100 

Garrick — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox).  2nd  loop 

wk 90 

Oriental — The  Gorilla  (20th-Fox),  2nd  loop 

wk.;  Kxile  Tlxpress  (GN).  plus  stage  show..  90 
Roosevelt — Susannah  of  the  ^louiities  (20th- 

I'^ox)  100 

State-Lake — Keturn  of  the  Cisco  Kid  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  90 

United  Artists — Andy  Hardy  (iets  Spring 

Fe\er  (M-G-M),  held  2nd  wk 105 


CINCINNATI 


Albee — Daughters  Courageous  (FN).  held 130 

('apitol — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 120 

Keith'.s — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M).  3rd  wk..l30 

Lyric--^Ian  About  Town  (Para).  3rd  wk 120 

Palace — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M).  3rd  wk 120 


CLEVELAND 

Allen— -Daughters  (’ourageous  (FN).  3rd  wk...l05 

Hippodrome — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  120 

Palace  —Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB).  10  days 95 

State — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  110 

St  liman — ^laisie  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk 80 


DALLAS 

Capitol — White  Zombie  (SR)  100 

Canitol — Air.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th- 

Fox) 90 

Majestic- — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  160 

Palace — Man  About  Town  (Para)  150 

Rialto — Kid  F'rom  Kokomo  (FN) 150 

Rialto — Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M) 100 

Tower^ — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  100 


DENVER 


Aladdin — The  Hurricane  (Col);  Deiwl  F]n<l 

(UA),  reissues 100 

Denham — Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para)....  80 

Denver — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ) 110 

Orpheum— -Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  I'ever 
(M-G-M);  Panama  I>ady  (RKO).  after  4 

days  last  week  95 

Paramount- — San  Francisco  (M-G-M);  (’louds 

Over  Fiirope  (Col)  100 

R alto — When  Germany  Surrendered  (A.  L. 

Rule);  A Woman  Is  the  Judge  (Col) 100 


DETROIT 


Adams — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  after  wk. 

at  Fox;  Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  75 

Fox — Unexi>reted  Father  (Univ);  IX-f’hamp 

(Univ)  80 

M chigan — Daughters  Courageous  (FN);  Alil- 

lion  Dollar  Legs  (Para)  85 

Palms  State— Magnificent  Fraud  (Para); 

I nniarried  (Para)  70 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep);  WhisiM-ring; 


Kneinies  (Col)  90 

Apollo- -I  nexpeefed  Father  (Univ);  Kx-('hainp 

(Univ) 75 

Circle — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  It  Could 

Hapi>en  to  You  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 80 

Loew’s — Alaisie  (M-G-M);  Stronger  Than 

Desire  (M-G-M)  175 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Eacth  Dawn  I Die — New  York 200 

Maisie  (dual) — Indianapolis  175 

Bachelor  Mother — Dallas 160 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

• dual) — Kansas  City  150 

Man  About  Town — Dallas 150 

Kid  From  Kokomo — Dallas  150 

Second  Fiddle  (dual) — Los 

Angeles  150 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (dual)  — 

New  Haven  145 

Daughters  Courageous — 

Kansas  City  140 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  11th  wk.,  New  York 
City;  5th  wk.,  Seattle;  4th  wk.,  Philadel- 
phia; 3rd  wk..  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis. 

l.,eiiin  in  1918,  6th  wk.,  Cameo,  New  York 
City. 

Second  Fiddle,  4th  wk.,  New  York  Cityt 
3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 

Daughters  Courageous,  3rd  wk.,  Cleve- 
land, Portland,  Ore. 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esq u re — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  holdover..  70 
Midland—  Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  F>ver 

(M-G-M);  Clomls  Over  Eiiro|)e  (Col) 150 

Newman — Daughters  ('ourageous  (FN),  held...  140 
Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  85 


LOS  ANGELES 

(’liinese — Sec<»nd  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  It  (Unild 


Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox)  150 

Downtown — Daughters  Cmirageous  (FN) 125 

Four  Star — On  IJorrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  75 

Hillstreet — I Stole  a Million  (Univ);  Blondie 

'lakes  a ^acation  (Col)  125 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  125 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  90 

Paramount— .Man  About  T<)\vii  (Para),  plus 
Eddie  (Rochester)  Anderson  on  stage,  2nd 

wk 100 

State — Same  as  Ch.nese  125 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace — (ioodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  3id  wk..ll0 
Riverside — S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep),  plus  Joe 


Sanders  Orchestra  100 

Strand — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox):  The  Go- 
rilla (20th-Fox)  85 

Warner — Five  (ame  Back  (RKO);  C’areer 

(RKO) 120 

Wi.sconsin — Andy  Hardy  (iets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 130 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster— Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB);  Mr.  Moto  Takes 


a Vacation  (2Uth-Fox)  90 

Century — Goodbye,  Mr.  ('hips  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk.  .100 

Goriher — Naughty  I5ut  Nice  (WB)  100 

Minnesota — Sidewalks  of  New  Y(>rk  (Mono), 

plus  Jack  LaKiie  stage  show  150 

Orpheum — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M)  70 

State — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  . . . 90 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — *Se<’ond  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  Mr.  Moto 


Takes  a ^ ai'ation  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 75 

Loew-Poli — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M); 

(*ood  (iirls  (io  to  Paris  (Col) 85 

Paramount — Ex-Chainp  (Univ) ; Sudden  Money 

(Para) 65 

Roger  Sherman — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(UA);  Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO),  held 
5 days 145 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Center — Hotel  Imi>erial  (Para)  80 

Globe — Fast  Side  of  Heaven  (Un.v)  75 

Liberty- —Tell  Your  Children  (SR),  adults  only..  75 

Orpheum — Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  85 

Saenger — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  ...125 
State — .Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  125 

Tudor — Kamona  (WB)  75 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astor — Oiiodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  10th 

wk.,  held  120 

Capitol — Aiidj-  Hardy  Gets  Spring:  Fever 

(M-G-M)  105 

Criterion — This  Alan  Is  News  (Para)  65 

Globe — Dead  Men  Tell  No  Tales  (Alliance) ....  85 
Paramount — The  Alagnificent  Fraud  (Para), 

plus  stage  show  no 

Itadlo  City  Music  Hall — Man  in  the  Iron 

Mask  (UA),  2nd  wk..  plus  stage  show 95 

Itoxy — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk., 

plus  stage  show  90 

Strand — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  plus  stage 

show  200 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — Second  F’iddle  (20th-Fox)  90 

Liberty — The  Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO);  Trou- 

Ide  in  Sundown  (RKO) 95 

Midwest — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M) 85 

Plaza — Juarez  (WB),  moveover  from  Mid- 
west  90 

State — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Ool);  First 

Offenders  (Col)  110 

Tower — Fnexi)eete<l  Father  (Univ)  70 


OMAHA 

Brandels — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  Blondie 


Takes  a Vaention  (Col) 140 

Omaha — Captain  Fury  (UA) ; Bridal  Suite 

(M-G-M) 135 

Orpheum — Nanglit.v  But  Nice  (WB);  Jones 

Family  in  Hollywood  (20th-Fox)  110 


PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  4th  wk.  .100 


Earle — They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 90 

Fox — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show'  w'ith  Three  Stooges  95 

Kailton — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col),  2nd 

run  75 

Palace — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para),  3rd 

run  90 

Stanley — T'lie  Alan  in  the  Iron  Alask  (UA) 100 


Stanton — Oaugliters  Courageous  (FN),  2nd  run.  100 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — B inter  Carnival  (UA) ; They  All 

Come  Out  (M-G-M)  100 

Mayfair — Daugliters  Courageous  (FN);  The 

House  of  Fear  (Univ),  3rd  wk 90 

Orp)ieum — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  The  Saint 

in  London  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

Paramount — Second  FTddle  (20th-Fox);  Fnder- 

<‘Over  Doctor  (Para)  90 

United  Artist.s — Goodbye,  Air.  Chips  (M-G-M).. 150 


SALT  LAKE  CHY 


Centre — Daugliters  Courageous  (FN) 105 

Paramount — Closed  for  the  summer. 

Studio — And.v  Hard.v  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M).  2nd  wk 105 

Utah— It  Could  Hapiien  to  Y’ou  (20th-Fox); 

King  of  the  Turf  (UA) 110 

Victory — Closed  for  the  summer. 


SEATTLE 

Blue  Mou.'^e — Serond  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  Al- 
most a Gentleman  (RKO),  3rd  wk 90 

Fifth  Avenue  — Daughters  Courageous  (FN); 

Undereo\rr  Do<'tor  (Para)  100 

Liberty — M’inter  Carnival  (UA);  Trapped  in 

the  Sk.\  (Col)  90 

Music  Box — Goodb.ve,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

5th  wk 100 

Orpheum— Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) ; Big 

Town  ('zar  (L'niv),  plus  Jay  Clarke  on  stage  90 
Palomar — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB);  Sweepstakes 

Mi  liner  (FN).  plus  stage  show  90 

Paramount — And.v  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Inside  Information  (Univ) 90 
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A 

Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 3855 
Acl\eutures  ol  UucKleoeiT^  Piiiu 


(M-G-ai)  Feb.  18 933 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

(tVB)  Feb.  18  321 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  005 

Aliiiust  a Gentleman  (KKO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Along-  the  Rio  Grande  (RKO) . . 
Andv  Hardy  Gets  .>|iring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Aug.  5 367 

Asking  lor  Trouble  tGH) 8012 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue ....  1072 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (KKO)  July  1 932 

Buck  Boor  to  Heaven  (Para) 

Apr.  1.5  3833 

Bad  Company  (Univ)  

Bad  Lands  (KKO)  July  39 933 

Beui'lifooiOer,  111*'  ( i'uru)  Bee.  3.3863 
Beau  Geste  (Para) 


Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug.  5 
Big  'loan  CMir  tLni\)  Apr.  22  3018 
BlacUwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 


Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Bloiidie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  t 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

Col)  July  22  9010 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (Kep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13..  943 
Bovs  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 3820 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27..  937 
Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 931 

Bulldog  Drummtind’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 
Police  (Para)  Apr.  8 3831 

C 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  II 3826 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  29  933 

Captain  Fury  (UA)  May  13 

Career  (RKO)  Jul.v  1 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 

(20th-Fox)  006 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 948 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Chicken  Wagon  Family  (30th- 

Fox)  002 

Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  23  8012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

May  13  374 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Unlv) 

Jan.  28  3019 

Colorado  Sunset  (Kep)  Aug.  5 . . . 846 
Conlesslons  of  Nari  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  29  353 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
tTasbing  Tlirough  (GN) 327 

D 

Dark  Victory  (FN)  Mar.  11...  354 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Death  of  a Champion  (Para)  . . . 

Desperate  Trails  (Univ)  

Dodge  City  (VVB)  Apr.  8 304 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 
East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ) 

Apr.  15  3006 

Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  lor 

Women  (20th-Fox)  July  29.  . . . 001 
Everybod.v’s  Baby  (20th-Fox) 

Deo.  3 935 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

F 

Family  Next  Door  (Univ) 

Apr.  15  3020 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (RKO) 

First  Love  (Univ)  

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mur.  II.. 90.30 
Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10  927 

Five  Little  Peppers  (Col) 

Fixer  Dugan  (KKO)  Apr.  29 . . . 932 


Flight  at  Midnight  (Kep) 

Flying  Irishman  (KKO)  Mar.  11  919 

I- or  Love  or  Money  (Lnlv) 3030 

.Ma.v  13  

Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.  .3031 

Four  Feathers  (UA) June  24 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  39  951 

Frontier  Pony  Express  (Kep) 

Apr.  15  854 

G 

Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (KKO) 

June  10  926 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20  928 

Girl  From  Rio  (Mono) 3835 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chii>s  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27.  944 
Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3843 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22  934 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ) 

Hell’s  Kitchen  (WBl  June  24...  313 
Henry  Goes  to  Arizona  (M-G-M) 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  35  3843 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  376 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  (20th-Fox) 
Hotel  liiiperiul  (I'ara)  Apr.  22.. 3836 
Hound  of  the  Busi.ervilles 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 936 

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20.. 3038 

I 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  July  22 . . 

1 Was  a Convict  iKep)  Feb.  26.  824 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 


Mar.  11  925 

I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3830 

Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 

July  15  316 

In  Name  Only  (RKO) 

In  Old  Caliente  (Kep)  July  15..  8.56 
In  Old  Monterey  (Rep)  July  29  . 847 
Inside  Infornuition  (IJnlv) 

June  10  3040 

Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22.. 934 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  23  945 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  3841 

Irish  Luck  (Mono)  3826 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(201h-Fox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

.lones  Family  in  Hollywood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (WB)  At>r.  29 301 


E 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 . 363 
Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 929 
King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

Mar.  11  3837 

Konga  (Col)  


L 

Lad.v  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 
Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) . . 947 
Lad.v’s  From  Kentucky,  The 

(Para)  Apr.  15  3834 

Law  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

Let  Ls  Live  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Apr.  15  9213 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

Lost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue..  994 
Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  18.... 916 
Lucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6...  933 

M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1.3847 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  .lune  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 

Aug.  5 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 


Man  In  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  July  8 


Man  of  Conquest  (Kep))  Apvr.  15..  801 
Sian  They  Couldn’t  Hang  (Col) 

Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8...  375 

Mexicali  Rose  (Kep)  Apr.  1 843 

Mickey  the  Kid  (Kep)  July  1..  814 

Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11  3838 

Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 

July  15  3846 


Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 946 


Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 
Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8 . 845 
Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-FoT)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 

(Mono)  July  22  3807 

Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Univ)  June  24  

Murder  in  the  Big  House  (Mono) 

My  Man  Goilfrey  (Univ) Reissue 

M.v  Wife’s  Relatives  (Kep) 

Mar.  11  810 

Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18  3806 

M.vstery  of  the  White  Room 

(Univ)  Apr.  1 3037 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4.  ...3809 

N 

Nanrv  Trouble  Shooter 

(WB)  July  15  824 

Naiifflity  But  NIre  (WB)  .Tune  10  311 
Henry  Goes  to  Arizona  (M-G-M) 
Never  '<a>  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11..3R32 

New  Frontiers  (Rep)  868 

News  Is  Made  at  Nigrht 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Nierhl  Kiders  (Hep)  Apr.  8 865 

Nigrhtwork  (Para)  

North  of  Yukon  (Col)  .Tnly  8.... 9205 
Nurse  Fdith  Cavell  (RKO) 

o 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

reissue  993 

Oklahoma  Kid  (WB)  Mar.  18... 308 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono) 3856 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M) 

Jul.v  8 942 

On  Trial  (AVB)  Mar.  2.5 323 

81,000  a Touchdown  (Para) 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Coi)  ATny  20  9001 

Our  Leatling  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.  5 

Out  of  Sinpfapore  (Astor) . 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

June  3 90.31 

P 

Panama  T.ady  (RKO)  May  13.  . . 92.5 
Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25.  . . . 314 
Parents  on  'Trial  (Col)  July  8... 9032 
Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11....  980 

Q 

Queen  of  Destiny  (RKO) 

Nov.  6 961 

Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  6 004 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (KKO) 

May  20  984 

Renegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.  .3859 
Kef"  ' of  the  Cisco  Kid 

; n-Fox)  Apr.  29 940 


Kio  (Univ)  

Itlskj  Business  (Cniv)  Mar.  11.. 3029 
Komaiice  of  the  Redwoods 

(Col)  Apr.  29  

Rolling  Westward  (Mono)  Apr.  1.3863 

Rookie  Cop  (KKO)  Apr.  29 923 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(20th-Fox)  May  13  942 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep) 

Mar.  25  863 

S 

Saint  in  London  (RKO)  July  1..  929 
Saint  Mrikes  Back  (KKO) 

Feh.  18  918 

Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feh.  11  320 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  25  927 

She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 815 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono) 

Aug.  5 3823 

Slioiild  Husbands  Work?  (Rep) 

July  22  816 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 


Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3..WI-3 
Six  Gun  Khvthm  (GN)  Feb.  18  Wl-19 

Sky  Pilot  (Mono)  

6.000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3..  938 

Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep)  

Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 930 


^hatt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  3837 
Sorority  House  (RKO)  Apr.  22..  924 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 813 


Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  855 

Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  16 931 

Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  Mar.  4.. 3014 
Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

June  10  9206 

Stiigovoach  (UA)  Feb.  11,. 

Stanley  and  Uivingstone  (20th- 

Eox)  Aug.  5 003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  

Stolen  Life  (Para)  Apr.  29 3864 
StoiJ,  Look  and  Love  (2()th-Fox) 
Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20th-rox)  Apr.  8 938 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  8.38 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

(Rep)  Apr.  29  

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 

Apr.  15  3802 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 38r4 

Submarine  Patrol  (20tb-Fox) 

5 009 

Sudden  Money  (Para)  Mar.  26 
Snn  Never  Sets,  The  (Univ) 

June  10  3009 

SiiKnniiah  of  tho  Moiinties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  954 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 

T 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

J<me  3 939 


Television  Spy  (Para) 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M)  Ma.v  20.  935 
These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) . . 948 
They  AH  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

They  Asked  for  It  (Univ)  July  8.3040 
I'hey  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKU) 

-Alar.  25  920 

TTiey  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  16 
This  Man  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 
Three  smart  i,irln  iirutt  Lp 

(Univ)  Mar.  25  300I 

Three  Texas  Steers(Kep) June  24  866 
Timber  Stami>ede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

111  (be  Reseiie  (LN) 328 

Torcliy  Plays  With  Dynamite 

(WB)  Aug.  5 326 

Torclij  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB) 

Apr.  1 322 

Trapped  in  the  Sky(Col)Feb.  18.9024 
Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  May  13... 3854 
Trouble  ill  Sundown  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  983 

Tumbleweeds  (Astor)  May  27 . . . 

12  Crowded  Hours  (RKU)  Feb.  18  917 


U 

U-67  (Astor)  

Diulereover  Agent  (Mono)  3824 

Cndereover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  3840 

Underpup  (Univ)  

Unexi)ecte<l  Father  (Univ)  ..  .July  22 
llnion  Pacific  (Para)  May  6... 3835 
Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 3838 

W 

Wanted  by  Scotland  Yard 

(iMono)  Apr.  29  3829 

Ware  Case,  The  (20theFox) 

July  29  8014 

Waterfront  (WB)  July  1 325 


AVay  Down  South  (KKO)  July  22  947 
Western  Caravans  (Col)  Jul.v  1.9207 
IVhen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ)  . . 

B liispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
Wife,  Husimiiil  and  Friend  (20thr- 


Fox)  Fell.  18  93(1 

Winner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  939 

AVinter  Carnival  (UA)  July  22... 
Vlitliiii  tile  Law  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  18  928 

Wizard  of  O*  (M-G-M) 949 

Wolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 3813 

Woman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 

July  8 9025 

AVomen,  The  (M-G-M)  

B omen  ill  (lie  Bind  (AVB) 

Fell.  4 316 


AVuthering  Heights  (UA)  Apr.  1 
Wyoming  Outlaxv  (Kep)  July  16.. 867 

Y 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 


Murder  (FN)  Jaa.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 947 


z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18.. 
Zero  Hour  (Kep)  May  27 


Alphabetical  Index  TO  THE 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
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in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
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Nnmerals  Following:  Titles  are 
Running:  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Reiease.  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 

(^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
©Indicates  coior. 


Columbia 

AUU-STAR  COMEDIFS 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) Apr.  21, '39 

Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(nVz)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Fnoueh  (18) Sept.  30 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  June  2, ’39 
Pest  From  the  West  (..)...  .June  16 
Rattling  Romeo  (17) July  14 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  6, ’39 

The  Sap  Takes  a .Sap 

(tSVe)  Mar.  10, ’,39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Clyde 

(18)  July  28 

COUOR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollywood  Graduation  (71 . . . Anc.  26 
Hollywood  Sweepstakes  (8)...  July  28 

Lucky  Pigs  ( . . ) May  26 

Nell’s  Yells  (..)  June  30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) . .Jan.  26,  ’39 
The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)...  Feb.  24,  ’39 
The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14, ’39 

COLUMBIA  TOUR 
Big  Torni  Commuters  (9) . Feb.  3, ’39 
Man  Made  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(..)  May  26 

Province  of  <)uebec  (10) Dec.  15 

Sojourn  in  India  ( . . ) .July  7 

COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  .Mar.  24, ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltzes 

(..)  Apr.  21, ’39 

No.  9 Songs  of  the  West 

(..)  May  19, ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  (.  .)  June  16 


Third  Series 

No.  4 Sweetheart  Melodies  (ll)Dec.  30 
No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10) . . . . Feb.  24, ’39 

HAPPY  HOUR 

No.  1 (lOy.)  Feb.  22 

No.  2 (10%)  Mar.  23 

No.  3 (11)  Apr.  21 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  (..) Apr.  6, ’39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7) Jan.  27,’39 

Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  ( . .)  . .May  12,  ’39 


MUSIC  HALL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(lOVz)  Jan.  20, ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (10) . .Mar.  2,’.39 
Montmarte  Madness  (10%) ..  .June  30 
Yankee  Doodle  Home 

(..)  May  19, ’39 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  16, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A Worm’s  Eye  View  (7)  . .Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Scrapp.v’s  Rodeo  (..)  June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7)  . . . .Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  5 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

No.  6(10%)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  8(9%)  Apr.  8, ’39 

No.  9 (10)  

No.  10  (.  .)  May  26 

No.  11  ( . . ) June  15 

No.  12  (10)  July  28 

SPORT  REELS 

Diving  Rhythm  (..) May  5, ’39 

Get  Ready  Navy  (10) Jan.  6, ’.39 

Jockeys  Up  (..)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (10) Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (8%) 

There  Goes  Ru.sty  (10%) July  15 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
A Ducking  They  Did  Go 


(laVs)  Apr.  7,  ’39 

Saved  by  the  Belle  (17) June  30 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

tVe  Want  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Yes,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(7)  May  19,  ’39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  3 Inside  the  Capitol 

(..)  Apr.  28, ’39 

No.  4 labrary  of  Congress 

(..)  July  21 

Grand  National 

CAVALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2(10)  Jan.  20 

M-G-M 

CRT^nc  DOESN’T  PAT 

Help  Wanted  (21) Jnne  10 

Money  to  Doan  (21) Mar.  11»  *39 

While  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15,  *39 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVFDTADKS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Esrpt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Colorful  Cnracao  (9) May  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9)... Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

Java  Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

Picturesque  Udaipur  (8)  . .May  13,  *39 

Rural  Hungary  (9) Apr.29,  *39 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . .Dec.  31 
l\nNIATTTRFS 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Hobbies  (10)  . .May  13,  *39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

Dove  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18,  *39 

Prophets  Without  Honor 

(11)  May  20,  *39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11) ..  .May  27,  *39 
MUSTCAT.  COIMKDIFS 

Happily  Ruried  (20) Apr.  15,  *39 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton In  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  DIghtly  (19) Dec.  31 

The  story  of  two  barber  colleges 
become.s  a musical  comedy  plot  by 
a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

Somewhat  Secret  (21) . . .Mar.  25.  *39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technieolor.  . May  13 
Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears 

(11)  July  15 

.Titt#»rbiic’  Follies  (9) Feb.  2.5,  *39 

(=;^Dittle  Gold  Fish  (8)  ...  Apr.  1.5,  *39 
5fania*s  Nciv  Hat  (9>  . . .Feh,  11 

The  Bear  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technieolor  June  10 

Wanted  No  Master  (8) . . . Mar.  18,  *.39 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAT 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

Alfalfa’s  Annt  (11) Jan.  7 

Auto  Antics  (10) July  22 

Clown  Princess  (10) Apr.  15,  *39 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29,  *39 

Dog  Da/e  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Pcrsonalif ics  (10)  . .Mar.  11,  *39 

Joy  Scouts  (10)  June  24 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Aoffcl  of  Mercy  (10) May  20,  *39 

Giant  of  Nonvay  (11)  Sepia.  June  24 
Vp^^  Roailways  (10)  . . Jan.  28  j 

®torA'  '|f**od  "Vobl#*  Ml)  Feb.  18  i 

Story  That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed 

(11)  July  22 


The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIADTIES 

Culinary  Carving  (9)  July  1 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

tJtHeroes  at  Deisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Marin©  Circus  (9) Mar,  11,  *39 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) May  20, ’39 

Weather  AVi/ards  (9) Apr.  8,  *39 

ROBERT  BENCHDEY 
An  Hour  for  lAinch  (9) ..  Mar.  18, ’39 

Dark  Magic  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (9)  May  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28,  *39 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Paramount 

BETTY  HOOP  CARTOONS 
Musical  Mountaineers  (7)  .May  12, ’39 
Mv  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Piidgv  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Rhythm  on  the  Reservation 

(7)  July  7 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7).. Mar.  31 
The  Seared  Crows  (7)  . . . . Jnne  9, ’39 
Yip  Yip  Yippy  (7) Aug.  11 

COLOR  Cl.ASSICS 

Always  Rickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Barnyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

COl.OR  CRUISES 

(New  Series  in  Clnecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Jamaica  (10)  May  26 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10)  . .Jan.  27 
Republic  of  Panama  (9) . . . .Mar.  24 

HEADLINER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

Lawrence  Walk  (10)  Mar.  3 

Lawrence  Walk  and  his  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  May  6, ’39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10) . .Jnne  2, ’39 
Richard  Himher  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Queen 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra.  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) June  23 

Fisherman’s  Pluck  (10) . .Apr.  14, ’39 
Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 

Swans  (10)  May  19,  ’.39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  . . .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  6(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6.  ’.39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Ptan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 


The  Mexican  Charro  at  play. 


plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’.39 


Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 


No.  10  (11)  May  5,  ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2,  ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

POPEYB  CARTOONS 
©Aladdin  and  His  Wonderful 

Lamp  (22)  Apr.  7, ’.39 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’.39 

Hello,  How  Am  I?  (7)  July  14 

It’s  tile  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28, ’39 

l.eave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

Wotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clnecolor) 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  .3  (10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5 (11)  May  12, ’39 

No.  6 (11)  Aug.  4 

granti.and  rice  sporp- 

I.IGHTS 

Death  Valley  Thrills  (10)  . .Jane  9,  ’.39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12,  ’39 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Brcalh  (10) Feh.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  trade 
meet. 


'I'he  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20, ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  3(10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feh.  .3, ’30 

No.  6 (10)  Apr.  14, ’.39 

No.  6 (Clnecolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Beach  Picnic  (8) June  9,  ’39 

Donald’s  Cousin  Gus  (7)  ..  May  19, ’39 
Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8)  . .Jan.  13, ’39 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  26 

Goofy  and  IVilhar  (8) Mar.  17 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Practical  Pig  (8)  Feb.  24,  ’39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  3, ’.39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  sliow  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  Pointer  (8)  July  21 

O'l’he  Hockey  Champ  (7) . .Apr.  7, ’39 
The  Ugly  Duckling  (9) Apr.  7 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  S 

Baby  Daze  (15) May  19, ’39 

Clock  Wise  (16)  Mar.  24 

Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Feathered  Pests  (16)  July  28 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  fathor- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 
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HEADLJNEK  COMEDIES 

Romancingr  Along:  (21) Dec.  38 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 
Swing:  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24, '39 

1.EON  BRROE  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rare  (18) Jan.  13, '39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  It. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10,  '39 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  6, '39 

Ring  Madness  (19) June  30, '39 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

H>No.  6 (18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.20,’39 

The  ytate  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

foung  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Crisis. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17, '39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14, '39 

Japan:  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Dixie — The  nation’s  number  one 
problem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

ND-ATIJIS  MUSICALS 
Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12,  '39 
East  & Dumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
zee  Sisters,  Gilrone  & Starr. 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14,  '39 

George  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys. 
Frieda  Sulivan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17, '39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra, 
Moscow  Choir.  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  ’I’opics  (10) Jan.  20, '39 

Tlie  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Vii  ginia. 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 
PATHE  PARADE  ('36-'37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  n,ASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-Gone  (10)  Apr.  21, '39 

Marriage-Go-Round  (18) July  28 

Pliimit  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
ronsideraI>Ie  commotion  on  a job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21, '39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  '39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16, '39 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec.  30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, '39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .May  19, '39 

The  golfers  show  how  it’s  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHITI.EY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Dec.  16 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, '39 
Ranch  House  Romeo  (17) . . . .Apr.  7 
REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9) . . .Apr.  7,  ’39 

Swinguet  (8)  May  26,  ’39 

Television  (9)  May  5,  ’39 

AVorld  of  Tomorrow  (9) June  23 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

Five  Times  Five  (19) July  21 

The  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 

20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 


Sand  Hogs  (10) May  12 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Hunting  Dogs  (11) Mar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  May  12 

shooting  lor  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  June  23 

FASHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31,  ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..)..  July  7 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

\t  hat  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

LOWEl.L  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  (..)  May  26 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3, ’39 

M.vstic  Siam  (10) Mar.  17, ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....June  9 
Viking  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

TERRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  ( . . ) June  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  June  30 

Barnyard  Baseball  (7)  July  14 

Barnyard  Egg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  May  6 

Frozen  Feet  (7) Feb.  24 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Doc.  16 

Gandv  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (7)  Mar.  10 

Gandy  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

(7)  Dec.  30 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  May  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

Tlie  Cuckoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

Their  Last  Bean  (7)  AprU  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)  . . . . July  28 
©Tlie  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

©The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Universal 

CARTUNE 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  57  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  59  (9)  Jan.  30,  ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20,  ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10,  ’39 

No.  63(9)  May  15, ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26, ’39 

No.  65  (9)  July  17 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van,  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 
Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18) ...  .July  12, ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Dehonalrs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19) ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel.  Judy  Starr.  Stump  and 
Stumpy.  The  Khezzls. 

Pharma<‘y  F’ollies  (18) . . . . May  17,’39 
Three  Playboys,  Frazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gilrone 
& Sta  rr. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 
Roche,  Toy  & Wing.  Lillian  Roth, 
Pied  Pipers,  The  Philharmonicas. 

OSAVALD  CARTOONS 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Monsie  (7)  Aug.  15 

WAI/TKK  I.ANTZ  CARTUNES 
Arabs  with  Dirt,v  Fezzes  (7) 


(..)  July  31 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Deo.  19 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Mola  Land  (7)  May  29, ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30, ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7)  . . . . Apr.  10, ’39 
Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec.  26 

Magic  Beans  (7)  Feb.  13 

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7)  ..  .May  8, ’39 
The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 

STRANGER  ’ItHAN  FICTION 

No.  67  (9)  Dec.  6 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  69  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60(9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61(9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62  (9)  May  1, ’39 

No.  63  (9)  June  6,  ’39 

No.  64  July  3 

No.  65  (9)  Aug.  7 

TWO  KEEL  SPECIAL 

March  of  Freedom  (21) June  7 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  (..)  Mar.  25 

A Swing  Opera  ( . . ) July  22,  ’39 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Broadway  Buckaroo  (20)  June  3,  ’39 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Projection  Room  ( . . ) Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Sophomore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) F'eb.  11 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

.Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  1.3, ’39 

Wardrobe  Girl  (..) June  17, ’39 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  4. Apr.  22,’39 
Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  5 

(..)  June  10, ’39 

Modern  Methods  (..)... July  15,  ’39 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  3 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  . Mar.  25, ’39 
LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

It’s  an  III  Wind  (7) Jan.  28 

Polar  Pals  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

Porky  and  Teabiscuit  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  28 

Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  II 

Porky’s  Picnic  (..) July  15,  ’39 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  l.one  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  1.3, ’,39 

Scalp  Trouble  ( . . ) June  24,  ’39 

Wise  Quack  (..) Aug.  5,  ’39 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch,  (10)  .Jan.  21,  ’39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Clyde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mur.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

(..)  Apr.  8 

Happy  Felton  ft  Orch.  (..).. Dec.  3 
Jerr.v'  Livingston  ft  Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Larry  Clinton  ft  Orchestra 

(10)  May  20,  ’39 

Leith  Stevens  ft  Orch. 

( . . ) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  ft  Orch  (..)... July  1,  ’39 
Russ  Morgan  ft  urenesiru 

(ID  Feb.  25 

Will  Osborne  & Orch. 


MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7).  Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..).. June  3,  ’39 

Goiim  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Dangerous  Dan  McFoo 

(..) July  15,  ’39 

Dog  Gone  Modern  (7)  . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldrush  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) . . . . Jan.  28, ’39 
Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  ..May  20, ’39 

Old  Glory  ( . . ) July  1,  ’39 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robinhood  Alakes  Good  (7) . . .Feb.  11 
Snow  Man’s  Land  (..).. July  29,  ’39 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs  (7)  .May  6,  39 
TECHNICOLOR 

Bill  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12,  ’39 

^Lincoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Quiet  Please  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Suns  of  the  Plains  (19) . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

Swingtime  In  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 
The  Master’s  Touch  (10)  . . . .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
Crawfords  at  Home  ( . . ) . . Apr.  15, ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  i... May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Tax  Trouble  (10) Mar.  18, ’39 

Robbln’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14. ’39 

Witness  Trouble  (..)... July  29,  ’39 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11) . . .Mar.  4 

Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Haunted  House  (.  .)’ June  3, ’39 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  (..).,....  .July  7, ’39 
The  Human  Bomb  (12)  ..  .Jan.  7, ’39 
Three-Minute  Fuse  (..).July  29,  ’39 
Treacherous  Waters  (12)  . . . .Dec.  10 
Voodoo  Fires  (11)  May  6 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

Mandrake  the  Alaglclan . . . May  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

.Secret  of  Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

12  Chapters  June  10 ’39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men  Sept.  2 

15  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd,  Irving 
Pichel,  Ted  Pearson,  Phylis  Isley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. Feb.  25, ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston. 

Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ...  .July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr..  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17, ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 


(.  .). 


.July  22,  ’39  Id 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


115 


MISCELLANEOUS  ^ WARNE9-F. 


GUIDE 


CURRENT  RELEASES 
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1 MARCH  4 

MARCH  11 

MARCH  18 

MARCH  25 

APRIL  1 

APRIL  8 

^ Drama  9007 

Let  Us  Live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O'Sullivan 
R— Feb.  18 

[Yl  Comedy  9009 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss 
(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R— Mar.  4 

|is]  Western  9213 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (66) 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

R — Apr.  15 

m Action  Drama  9023 
Whispering:  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

m Outdoor  Drama 

Romance  of  Redwooda(67) 
C,  Bickford-J.  Parker 

R — Apr.  29 

[30l  Action  Drama  9206 
North  of  Yulron  (64) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Linda  Winters 

R — July  8 

[U  Comedy  901  J 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (65  i 
Fay  Bainter-Ida  Lupine  ffa 
Lee  Bowman  Be' 

R — Mar.  11  j- 

1 • 

[Y|  Comedy  980 

OPysmiallon  (87) 

Leslie  Howard 

Wendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

»85 

Ice  FoUies  of  1939  (82) 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Mar.  11 

Melodrama  928 

Within  the  Law  (65) 
Ruth  Hussey-Paul  Kelly 
R— Mar.  18 

^ Action  Drama  927 

Sergeant  Madden  (80) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

R — Mar.  25 

^ Drama  930 

Society  Lawyer  (78) 

V.  Bruce-Walter  Pidgeon 
R — Apr.  1 

in  Drama  with  Music  9; 
Broadway  Serenade  (Hi  '), 
J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayrea  > 
R — Apr.  8 

[Y|  Western  3863 

Rolling:  Westward  (67) 
Tex  Ritter 

R — Apr.  1 

Action  Drama  3809 
Mystery  Plane  (60) 

(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 

John  Trent  R — Mar.  4 
[g]  Melodrama  3806 

Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong 
(67)  R— Mar.  18 

Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

^ Western  3864 

Trigger  Smith  (69) 

Jack  Randall 

R— May  13 

Melodrama  3824;^ 

Undercover  Agent  (56)  Ji 

Russell  Gleason  M; 

Shirley  Deane  R- 

1 * 

[y[  Drama  3826 

Cafe  Society  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R— Feb.  11 

[i^  Comedy  3863 

Beachcomber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Larughton 

BIsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

Melodrama  3827 

King  of  Chinatown  (57) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

R — Mar.  11 

gil  Comedy  Drama  3828 
Midnight  (93) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Don  Ameche 

R^Mar.  11 

Isii]  Comedy  3829 

Sadden  Money  (62) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 
R— Mar.  25 

^ Western  3868 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 

R— Feb.  18 

[Y|  Comedy  3830  J 

I’m  From  Missouri  (77)  j 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George  - 
R— Mar.  26  I 

B 

U]  Melodrama  824 

I Was  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberta 

R— Feb.  25 

[l3|  Western  853 

Rough  Riders  Roundup 
(68) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

R— Mar.  26 

^ Comedy  810 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (66) 
Hlgelns  Family 

R — Mar.  11 

^ Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  (68) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R— Apr.  1 

\ 

[Y]  Action  Drama  917 

12  Crowded  Honrs  (64) 
Richard  Dlx 

Lucille  Ball 

R — Feb.  18 

[io[  Melodrama  918 

The  .Saint  Strikes  Back 
(64) 

Geo.  Sanders-W.  Barrie 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Western  983 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (67) 
Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Mar.  11 

m Drama  920 

Almost  a Gentleman  (65) 
J.  Eilison-H.  Wood 

R— Mar.  11 

Comedy  Drama  916  ] 
Love  Affair  (87)  j 

Irene  Dunne-Chas.  Boyei 
R— Mar.  18  - 

[Y]  Blog.  Drama  919  • 

Flying  Irishman  (73) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

R— Mar.  11 

[s]  Comedy  930 

Wife,  Hnsband  and 

Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

R— Feb.  18 

|lo|  Action  Drama  984 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R— Oct.  22 

Com.  with  Music  932 
©Little  Princess  (93) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

R — Feb.  26 

^ Comedy  Drama  935 
Everybody’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

^ Melodrama  936 

Hound  of  the  Basker- 
vllles  (80) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

R — Apr.  1 

[Y]  Melodrama  937 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 
Island  (64) 

Peter  Lorre  ! 

Jean  Hersholt 

Amanda  Duff 

R— Mar.  18  1 

[y|  Outdoor  Drama 
Stagrecoach  (82) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R — Feb.  11 

1^  Drama 

Prison  W’ithout  Bars 
(79) 

Edna  Best 

Corlnne  Luchalre 

R— Feb.  26 

|Y|  Drama 

O^utherlng  Heights 

(103) 

Merle  Oberon 

Laurence  Olivier 

R — -Apr.  1 

[Y]  Melodrama  3029 

Risky  Basiness  (78) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama  8014 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

Melodrama  3037 

Mystery  of  the  W'hite 
Room  (58) 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack 

R — Apr.  1 

g Com.  with  Music  3001 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  (87) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

R— Mar.  25 

[si]  Comedy  3020 

Family  Next  Door  (63) 
Hugh  Herbert 

Joy  Hodges 

R — Apr.  16 

[Y|  Comedy-Music  3006 
East  Side  of  Heaven 
(88) 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 

R — Apr.  16 

[Y|  Action  Drama  W 1)320 
Secret  Service  of  the 

Air  (61) 

Ronald  Reagan 

John  Lltel 

R— Feb.  11 

Outd’r  Drama  WB308 
Oklahoma  Kid  (80) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R— Mar.  18 

mi  Action  Drama  WH321 
Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

R.  Towne  R — Feb.  18 

m Action  Drama  FN361 
Blackweirs  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 

R — Mar.  4 

[Y|  Melodrama  WB323 
On  Trial  (62) 

John  Litel 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Mar.  25 

[Yl  Outd’r  Drama  WB304 
©Dodge  City  (104) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Apr.  8 
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CURRENT  RELEASES 


APRIL  15 

APRIL  22 

APRIL  29 

MAY  6 

MAY  13 

MAY  20  1 

^ Drama  9030 

First  Offenders  (61) 

Walter  Abel 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Mar.  11 

Western  9214 

Law  Conies  to  Texas 
(67) 

Bill  Elliott 

R— May  27 

^ Western  9206 

Spoilers  of  the  Range(68) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

R — June  10 

[g  Drama  9031 

Outside  These  Walls  (61) 
D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 

R— June  3 

[H]  Action  Drama  9016 

Blind  Alley  (71) 

C.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 

R — Apr.  29 

|13|  Drama  301 

Exile  Express  (70) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 

R — Feb.  18 

[13]  Western  WI-19 

Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 

Tex  Fletcher-J.  Barclay 
R— Feb.  18 

^ Action  Drama  314 
Panama  Patrol  (69) 

Leon  Ames 

Charlotte  Wynters 

R— Feb.  26 

^ Rom.  Comedy  929 
Ivid  From  Texas  (70) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R — Apr.  8 

^ Comedy  934 

The  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 

R — Apr.  22 

^ Drama.  932 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Apr.  29 

[y|  Comedy  933 

Lucky  Night  (82) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 
R — May  6 

[1^  Action  Drama  935 

Tell  No  Tales  (69) 

Melvyn  Douglas 

Louise  Platt 

R— May  20 

|l^  Comedy  936 

It’s  a Wonderful  World 

(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stewart 

R— May  13 

12]  Drama  3802 

Streets  of  New  York  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— Apr.  16 

|l9|  Melodrama  3829 

Wanted  by  Scotland 

Yard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 

Betty  Lynne 

R — Apr.  29 

fl]  Action  Drama  3820 
Boys  Reformatory  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — May  6 

[ii]  Western  3864 

Down  the  Wyoming 

Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — June  17 

^ Comedy  - Music  3832 

Never  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 

R — Mar.  11 

^ Melodrama  3831 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Secret  Police  (66) 

I.  Howard  R — Apr.  8 

1^  Drama  3833 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 

(85) 

Wallace  Ford-Allne  Mc- 
Mahon-Patricla  Ellis 

R — Apr.  16 

|28|  Comedy  Drama  3834 
The  I,ady’s  From  Ken- 
tucky (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 
R — Apr.  15 

[y|  Outdoor  Drama  3836 
^Cnion  Pacific  (137) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Joel  McCrea 

R — May  6 

Drama  3836 

Motel  Imperial  (80) 

I.  Mlranda-R.  Milland 

R — Apr.  22 

jl9|  Musical  3837 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (65) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 
Gene  Krupa 

R — May  13 

Western 
Night  Riders  (58) 
jThree  Mesqulteers 
jR — Apr.  8 


865 


[19]  Western  854 

l<>ontier  Pony  Express 
(67) 

Roy  Rogers 
Mary  Hart 
R — Apr.  15 


|25|  Action  Drama  811 
Street  of  Allsslng  Men 
(66) 

Chas.  Bickford-H.  Carey 
R — Apr.  29 


Western  844 
Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 
Gene  Autry-June  Storey 
R — May  6 


Western  866 

Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 
R — June  24 


[isl  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 
Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dlx-G.  Patrick 
R — Apr.  15 

^ Western  866 
Southward  Ho!  (68) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 
R — June  17 


'[14]  Action  Drama  930 
They  Made  Her  a Spy 
(67) 

Sally  Ellers-Allan  Lane 
R— Mar.  26 


|l4|  Drama  938 

Stor.v  of  Alexander 
Graliain  Bell  (97) 

Don  Ameche-Loretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 
R— Apr.  8 


1^  Action  Drama  928 
Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy- Peggy  Shannon 
R — Apr.  29 


Comed^y  Drama  939 

Winner  Taire  All  (61) 
Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 


|28|  Melodrama  983 

Rookie  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt;  R-Apr.  29 
^ Musical  838 

Stor.v  of  Vernon  t.nd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astalre-G.  Rogers 
R — Mar.  18 


^^"^utdoo^^Srhm^^^TT 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 
(71)  R— Apr.  29 


R— Feb.  26 

1^  Melodrama  946 
Inspector  Homleigh  (78) 
G.  Harker-Mlkl  Hood 
R — Apr.  22 


Warner  Baxter 
Lynn  Bari-Henry  Hull 


Musical 


8018 


Climbing  High  (71) 

J.  Matthews;  R-Apr.22 


[5]  Comedy  Drama  924 
Sorority  House  (63) 

Anne  Shlrley-J.  Ellison 
R — Apr.  22 


0 


Action  Drama 


Chasing  Danger  (60) 
Preston  Foster 
Lynn  Bari 


941 


R — Jan.  7 


Melodrama 


Panama  Lady  (65) 
L.  Ball-A.  Lane 
R — May  13 


Rose  of  Washington 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 
Tyrone  Power 
A1  Jolson 
R — May  13 


926 


942 


Comedy 


943 


Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  Withers-A.  Whelan 
R— May  13 


Comedy 


Zenohia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Blllle  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 


R — Mar.  18 


|ii]  Action  Drama  3019 
Code  of  the  Streets  (70) 
Harry  Carey 
Frankie  Thomas 
iJuanita  Quigley 


^ Action  Drama 
Big  Town  Czar  (66) 
Barton  MacLane 
Eve  Arden 
R — Apr.  22 


3018 


Comedy  Drama  3030 


For  Love  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 
Robt.  Kent 
R — Apr.  22 


[19]  Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Champ  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 
Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 
R — May  20 


R — Jan.  28 


Melodrama  WB316 
Women  in  the  Wind  (66) 
Kay  Francis 

Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 

^ Drama  FN354 

Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 

|29|  Comedy  FN373 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 

R — Apr.  22 

[y|  Action  Drama  FN353 
Confessions  of  a Nazi 

Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Lya  Lys 

R — Apr.  29 

[l3|  Action  Drama  WB322 
Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor 
(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — April  1 

^ Action  Drama  rN364 
You  Can’t  Get  Away 

With  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 
lb — 'Jan.  28 
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MAY  27 


^ Action  Drama  9001 
Only  Angels  Have 

Wings  (122)  R-May  20 
C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 
^ Action  Drama  9027 
Missing  Daugliters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 


JUNE  3 


[Y]  Action  Drama  9024 
Trapired  in  the  Sky  (61) 
J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 
R — Feb.  18 

|l~l  Adventure  1071 
Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 


JUNE  10 


JUNE  17 


[l^  Comedy  1078 
Awful  Truth  (92)  reisnue 
Irene  Dunne 

Western  9307 
Western  Caravans  (58) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
R— July  1 


JUNE  24 


|2ol  Action  Drama  9012 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  "Q”  Planes) 

L.  Olivier-V.  Hobson 
R — June  10 


JULY  1 


I29]  Drama  903 

Parents  on  Trial  (57) 
Parker-Downs;  R-July  8 
|30]  Comedy  900 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73);  R-June  24 
J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 


^ Western  WI-3 
Singing  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 
R — June  3 


937 


^ Comedy 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Toung- Annabella 
R — May  27 


[9]  Melodrama  938 
(!,000  Enemies  (61) 
Walter  Pidgeon 
Rita  Johnson 
R — June  3 


[ie[  Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O’Sullivan 
R — June  3 


Comedy 
Dlaisie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 
I{ol)ert  Young 
R — June  17 


940 


|30|  Drama  94 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77’ 
Virginia  Bruce 
Walter  Pidgeon 
R— July  1 


^ Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  Call  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 
R — May  27 


|T|  Western  3866 
Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 
R — June  3 


[10]  Melodrama  3823 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 
(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 
R — Aug.  5 


[Y~|  Action  Drama  381'J 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 
Marjorie  Reynolds 
R— July  8 


Drama  3838 

Unmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 
R — May  27 

^ Drama  3864 

Stolen  Life  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 
R — Apr.  29 


[2]  Comedy  3839 

Graeie  Allen  Murder  Case 
(75) 

Grade  Allen 
Warren  William 
R — May  13 


[9]  Action  Drama  3840 
Undercover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J  C.  Naish 
R— May  27 


Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 

(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 
R — May  20 


11^  Melodrama  3842 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 
J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 
R — May  20 

g Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 
D.  Woods-E.  Venable 
R— Mar.  25 


g Melodrama.  384* 
Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 
R — June  24 


^ Drama 

The  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 
R— May  27 


812 


[Y]  Action  Drama  813 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (60) 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 
R — June  3 


lY]  Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— July  8 


|23|  Western  856 

In  Old  Caliente  (57) 

Roy  Royers:  R-July  15 

1^  Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (52) 
Three  Mesquiteers 
R— July  15 


|26|  Western  984 

Racketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R — May  20 

[Y]  Comedy  928 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71) 
Lupe  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

Melodrama  926 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-L.  Carrillo 

R — June  10 

1^  Drama  927 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

Mystery  Drama  921 
Saint  in  London  (70) 
Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  ] 

|30|  Western  98!, 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 
G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 
R — June  24 

^ Com.  Melodrama  944 
' The  Oorillii  (66) 

Ritz  Bros. 

R — May  27 

[y|  Comedy  Drama  946 
Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
wood (60) 

Jed  Prouty 

Shirley  Deane 

R— May  27 

Drama  947 

Q Young:  Mr.  Lincoln 

(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

[ig]  Melodrama  948 

Cliarlie  Chan  in  Reno 
(71) 

S.  Toler-Phyllls  Brooks 

R — June  3 

^ Com.  Drama  954 

Susaiiiiali  of  the  Moiiii- 

ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randolph  Scott 

R — June  17 

1^  Comedy  Drama  951 
It  Could  Happen  to  You 
(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

^ Action  Drama 

Captain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen-June 
Dang-Brian  Aherne 

R — May  13 

^ Action  Drama  3040 
’I'hey  Asked  for  It  (61) 
B.  Lundigan-J.  Hodges 
R— July  8 

|Y|  Action  Drama  3040 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

|Y|  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Dombard 

[j]  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

^ Melodrama  3031 

House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 

Irene  Hervey 

R— May  20 

[2^  Action  Drama  FN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 

R — May  13 

[3]  Comedy  Drama  FN376 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewin 

R — April  8 

[io|  Hist.  Drama  AVB301 
Jiiarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

Com.  M-Drama  WB32I 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  Lite! 

R — July  15 

g Action  Drama  FN363 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R— May  27 

|Y]  Com. -Music  WB31 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90 
Ann  Sheridan 

Dick  Po^vell 

R — June  10 

|Y|  Comedy  Astor 

Gay  Nineties  (64) 

|Y[  Western  Astor 

Tumbleweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 

R — May  27 

[lel  Musical  Astor 

Everything  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 

[2^  Melodrama  Astor 

11-67  (65) 

Allan  Hale 

1 

1 

118 


BOXOFFICE 


August  5,  19 


MARCH,  1940 

APRIL,  1940 

MAY,  1940 

n M X W 1'  F S 
1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10  n 12  13  14  15  16 
17  18  19  20  21  22  23 
24  25  26  27  28  29  80 

31 

S M T VV  T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10  11  12  13 

14  15  16  17  18  19  20 
21  22  23  24  25  26  27 
28  29  30 

S M T W T F S 
12  3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10  11 
12  13  14  15  16  17  18 
19  20  21  22  23  24  25 
26  27  28  29  30  31 

Booking  (2hatt 

A GUIDE  TO  r-TTnTjPMT  bptfhsf.  55 


CURRENT  RELEASES 


JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22 

JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

AUGUST  12  1 

Western  9208 

Man  From  Sundown  (59) 
Starrett- Meredith 

R — Aug.  5 

[lo]  Drama  9025 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 

(60) 

Hudson-Kruger;  R-July  8 

1^  Comedy  9010 

Blondie  T^kes  a Vacation 
(68) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  22 

g Action  Drama  9033 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (62) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Aug.  5 

1^  Action  Dram.a 

Coast  Guard  ( . . ) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

Drama  !)42 

'll  Borrowed  Time  (99) 

lionel  Barrymore 
obs  Watson 
—July  8 

|l4]  Drama  943 

They  All  Come  Out  (70) 

Rita  Johnson 

T'om  Neal 

R— July  8 

|2i]  Comedy  944 

Andy  Hard.v  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (87) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R— July  15 

g Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

R — May  20 

g Drama  946 

Miracles  for  Sale  (70) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

R — Aug.  5 

|n|  Drama  947 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  ( . . ) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Ro'bt.  Taylor 

1^  Western  3865 

Man  From  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Ritter 

|24|  Mystery  3807 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R— July  22 

n Musical  Comedy  3885 

Girl  From  Rio  (62) 
Movlta-Warren  Hull 

n Western  3866 

Riders  of  Frontier  ( . . ) 

Tex  Ritter 

f]  Musical  3845 

Ian  About  Town  (85) 
ick  Benny 
orothy  Lamour 

1 — June  17 

[H]  Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R— July  15 

|2i|  Action  Drama  3847 

Magnificent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamiroff-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

R — July  1 

m]  Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (64) 
Anna  May  Wong 

R — July  29 

g Comedy 

Niglitwork  ( . . ) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

Comedy  Drama 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (90) 

Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

R — Aug.  5 

§]  Drama  814 

lickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
liruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryan 
i — July  1 

|l^  Musical  Comedy  815 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
R— July  1 

1^  Comedy  816 

Should  Husbands  Work? 

(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R— July  22 

1^  Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  (64) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Aug.  5 

n Western  868 

New  Frontiers  (..) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

^ Melodrama  930 

lareer  (78) 
nne  Shirley 
idw,  Ellis 
'l— July  1 

|l4]  Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
[14]  Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron(79)reissue 
Joel  McCrea-Richard  Dix 

im  Musical  947 

Way  Down  South  (62) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R — July  22 

g Melodrama  931 

Spellbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

R — July  15 

in  Comedy  933 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

In]  Western  933 

Bad  Lands  (65) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  jr. 

R— July  29 

Melodrama  952 

Ir.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

. Lorre-V.  Field 
. — Nov.  19 

I14]  Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Power 

R— July  8 

1^  Actfon  Drama  953 

News  Is  Ma<le  at  Night (71) 
P.  Foster-L.  Bari 

R— July  8 

Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
R— July  29 

1^  Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

R— July  29 

n Comedy  001 

Fisa  Maxxvell’s  Hotel  for 
Women  (82) 

Ann  Sothern 

James  Ellison 

R — July  29 

[u]  Comedy  003 

Chicken  Wagon  Family 
(..) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

li]  Comedy 

W'inter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

R — July  22 

in  Drama 

Four  Feathers  (109) 

Ralph  Richardson 

June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

[n]  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — July  8 

Drama  3031 

’orgfotten  Woman  (63) 
igrid  Gurie-Don.  Briggs 
; — July  8 

[i^  Comedy 

Unexpected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Misoha  Auer 
R — July  22 

Drama 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 
George  Raft-C.  Trevor 

R— July  22 

In]  Drama 

Wlien  Tomorrow  Comes 
(.  .) 

Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

Action  Drama  WB312 
lell*s  Kitchen  (81) 

)ead  End  Kids 
vlargaret  Dindsay 
'1 — June  24 

[if^  Art  inn  Drama  WB325 
Waterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 

Gloria  Dickson 

R— July  1 

g Drama  . FN360 

Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 

John  Garfield 

R — June  24 

g Comedy  FN366 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 

Gloria  Dickson 

R — July  8 

g Melodrama  WB315 
Indianapolis  Si>eedway 

(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — July  15 

|i^  Comedy  WB326 

Torchy  Plays  With 
D.vnamite  (59) 

J.  Wyman-A.  Jenkins 

R — Aug.  5 

Drama  Astor 

)ut  of  Singapore  (74) 
'Joah  Beery-M.  Love 

XOFFICE  ::  August  5,  1939 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MISCELLANEOUS  T WARNEl-P. 


aook 


o 


A GUIDE 


mq 

: TO  w 


JUNE,  1940 

JULY.  1940 

AUGUST,  1940 

S M T W T F S 

S M T W T F S 

S M T W T F S 

1 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 

8 3 4 5 0 7 8 

7 8 9 10  11  12  13 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10  11  12  13  14  15 

14  15  16  17  18  19  20 

9 10  11  12  13  14  15 

16  17  18  19  20  21  22 

21  22  23  24  25  26  27 

16  17  18  19  20  21  22 

33  24  25  26  27  28  29 

28  29  30  31 

23  24  25  26  27  28  29 

30 

30  31 

i AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26 

SEPTEJVIBER  2 

SEPTEMBER  9 

SEPTEMBER  16 

SEPTEMBER  23  | 

1 ^ Melodrama 

1 Man  They  Couldn’t 

■ Hang  ( . . ) 

■ Boris  Karloff 

|2^  Comedy  Drama 

IHve  Little  Peppers  ( . . ) 
Edith  Fellows 

[31]  Drama 

Golden  Boy  ( . . ) 

Barbara  Stanwyck 
Adolphe  Menjou 

William  Holden 
^ Wild  Horse  Picture 
Konga  ( . . ) 

{ 

1 

1 [ii]  Comedy  Drama  948 

1 These  Glamour  Girls  ( . . ) 

1 Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner 

1 Anita  Louise 

Is]  Comedy  Fantasy  949 

OlVizard  of  Oz  (..) 

Judy  Garland 

Frank  Morgan 

|T)  Comedy  Drama 

The  Women  (..) 

Norma  Shearer 

Joan  Crawford 

Rosalind  Russell 

[U  Comedy 

Henry  Goes  to  Arizona 
(.  .) 

Frank  Morgan 

|25]  Western  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  ( . . ) 
Jack  Randall 

HD  Melodrama  3826 

Irish  Luck  ( . . ) 

F.  Darro-D.  Purcell 

[9]  Action  Drama  3815 

Sky  Patrol  ( . . ) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

HI]  Drama 

Murder  in  the  Big  House 
(..) 

Chas.  Bickford 

Barton  MacLane 

1 |i8]  Melodrama  3865 

1 This  Man  Is  News  (75) 

1 Barry  K.  Barnes 

1 V.  Hobson  R — July  29 

1 |l8]  Western  3859 

1 Renegade  Trail  (58) 

1 William  Boyd 

1 R.  Hayden  R — July  29 

|2^  Musical  Comedy 

Star  Maker  ( . . ) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

[1]  Melodrama 

Death  of  a Champion 
(..) 

I,.  Overman-R.  Paige 

Drama 

Teievision  Spy  ( . . ) 

W.  Henry-J.  Barrett 

Drama 

Beau  Geste  (120) 

Gary  Cooper-R.  Mllland 
R— July  29 

Comedy 

$1,000  a Touchdown  ( . , ) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Martha  Raye 

1 ^ Western  847 

1 In  Old  Monterey  (70) 

1 G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

1 R — July  29 

^ Drama 

Smuggled  Cargo  ( . . ) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Barry  MacKay 

^ Drama 

Flight  at  Midnight  ( . . ) 

P.  Regan-J.  Parker 

[li]  Drama 

In  Name  Only  ( . . ) 

Carole  Lombard 

Cary  Grant-K.  Francis 

^ Western 

Along  the  Rio  Grande 
(-.) 

George  O’Brien 

[T]  Drama 

Nurse  Kdith  Caveil  ( . . ) 

Anna  Neagle 

Geo.  Sanders 

1^  Drama  967 

0Queen  of  Destiny  (95) 
(For.  60  Glorious  Years) 
Anna  Neagle 

Anton  Walbrook 

R — Nov.  6 

[i^  Adventure  Drama  003 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 

(100) 

Spencer  Tracy 
' Nancy  Kelly-R.  Greene 

R — Aug.  5 

^ Comedy  004 

Quick  Millions  (61) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Byington 

R — Aug.  5 

[i]  Mystery  005 

Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  ( . . ) 

B.  Rathbone-I.  Lupino 

[y|  Meiodrama  006 

Charlie  Chan  at  Trea- 
sure Island  ( . . ) 

S.  Toler-P.  Moore 

]l5|  Musical 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  ( . . ) 

Alice  Faye-Don  Ameche 

Comedy  Drama 
Fifth  Avenue  Girl  ( . . ) 
Ginger  Rogers 
James  Ellison 


Comedy 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  ( . 

Jean  Rogers 
William  Frawley 


[Ig]  Drama 

They  Shall  Have  Music 
(120) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 
J.  Heifetz:  R-July  15 


m Comedy  with  Music 

First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 


[T]  Comedy  Drama 

Fnderpiip  (..) 

Gloria  Jean-Ernest 
Truex-Nan  Grey 
[T|  Outdoor  Drama 
Mutiny  on  the  Bia<'U 
Hawk  (69)  R — June  24 
R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 


Drama 

Bad  Company  ( . . ) 
Jackie  Cooper 
Freddie  Bartholomew 
1^  Western 

Desperate  Trails  ( . . ) 
John  Mack  Brown 
Bob  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 


1^  Musical 

Hawaiian  Nights  ( . . ) 

Johnny  Downs 
Mary  Carlisle 


Drama 

Rio  (..) 

Sigrid  Gurie 
Basil  Rathbone 


[i^  Drama  FN356 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 
Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 
R — July  22 


III]  Comedy  FN376 

Hobby  Family,  The  ( . . ) 
Irene  Rich-Henry  O’Neil 
IH]  Drama  FN367 

Angels  tVash  Their 
Faces  (96) 

Ann  Sheridan-R.  Reagan 
R — Aug.  5 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


(ileatlna  -l-louie 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

2,500  CPM  BLOWERS— Complete  with 
1/4  h.p.  motor,  pulley  and  V-belt,  $37.50. 
You  can’t  beat  it — use  for  cooling,  exhaust, 
furnace  and  attic.  SERVICE  THEATRE 
SUPPLY,  514  12th  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


HOW’S  YOUR  CREDIT?  If  it’s  good, 
that’s  all  you  need.  Use  new  easy  S.O.S. 
time  payment  plan — world’s  fairest  prices 
on  quality  theatre  equipment.  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


BRANDT  COIN  CHANGERS,  250  watt 
rotary  converters,  good  used  condition, 
$19  50  each.  Carbon  savers,  79c.  Ushers 
flashlights,  complete  with  batteries.  49c. 
Many  more  typical  values.  Write  for  bar- 
gain list.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp., 
New  York. 


THEATRE  STIMULANTS 


STOP  buying  expensive  gadgets  to  con- 
duct giveaways.  Send  $1.00  for  complete 
information  covering  my  unique  plan  for 
giveaways.  Easy  to  use,  low  cost.  Avoid 
lottery  and  gambling  laws.  Get  rid  of 
stage  hands  and  extra  help.  Amount  given 
can  be  directed  where  it  will  bring  in  the 
patrons.  HAROLD  JACKSON,  3712  E. 
Douglas,  Wichita,  Kansas. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  Stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather.  116  Merrimac  St..  Bos- 
ton. 


BOOKS 


FREE — Tlie  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

WILL  SACRIFICE  complete  theatre 
equipment  for  cash:  RCA  sound,  Kaplan 
projectors,  Brenkert  low  intensity  lamps, 
Roth  20-25  generators,  390  Heywood  box 
spring  seats.  Magic  Weather  cooling  sys- 
tem complete,  front  and  inside  frame  mar- 
quee with  neon  and  sign,  Alexander  Smith 
carpet,  ticket  machine,  screen.  All  in 
good  condition.  Theatre  now  operating. 
Write  or  wire.  Central  Theatre  Equipment 
Co.,  130  West  18th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo, 


FOR  SALE — Complete  outfit  Royal  Ze- 
nith semi-portable  projectors,  including  2 
model  A mechanisms,  with  carrying  cases; 
2 three  point  semi-portable  stands;  2 upper 
and  2 lower  16"  2000'  magazines;  2 Forest 
rectifiers  with  new  bulbs;  2 Baby  Strong 
arc  lamps  with  reflectors;  1 amplifier; 
speakers  and  cables.  All  in  perfect  condi- 
tion. Price  $425.00.  BODELSON  & CO., 
50-60  40th  St.,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  ana 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co.. 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


MONEY  TALKS!  We  offer  silent  Multi- 
blade rotor  blowers — size  12",  $17.00;  size 
18",  $31.50;  size  24",  $52.50;  size  30", 
$125.00,  We  manufacture  all  sizes  of  wash- 
ers and  pad  systems.  Get  our  prices  before 
you  buy.  Peterson  “Freezem”  Mfg.  & Sales 
Co.,  Victor  4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOOST  SUMMER  BUSINESS— Install  a 
cooling  “Zephyr”  blower!  All  sizes,  $39.50 
up.  Grills,  diffusers,  $8.00  up.  Imme- 
diate shipment.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply 
Corp.,  New  York. 


PETERSON  “FREEZEM”  AIR  CONDI- 
TIONING UNITS.  Evaporated  units  com- 
plete. Blower  motor.  Drives,  pump  and 
motor:  3500  CFM— $140.00;  5500  CFM— 
$230.00;  7000  CFM— $370.00;  9000  CFM— 
$390.00;  15,000  CFM— $500.00;  17,500  CFM 
— $600.00.  Buy  direct  from  factory,  save 
50%.  G.  A.  Peterson,  Peterson  “Freezem” 
Mfg.  & Sales  Co.,  316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


WE’VE  THEATRE  CHAIRS  APLENTY— 
But  we  don’t  want  so  many.  Prices  have 
been  sliced  on  these  chairs  which  are  so 
nice.  Free  list  sent.  Used  seats,  from 
75c  up.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

THEATRE  FOR  SALE  — 250  seats; 
northeast  Missouri  town  of  1,200;  two  pay- 
rolls, State  Theatre,  LaGrange,  Missouri. 

THEATRE  LEASE  FOR  SALE— Town  of 
2,500;  350  seats;  latest  RCA  sound.  Write 
Box  154,  Proctor,  Minnesota, 

FOR  SALE — Grove  at  Groveton,  Tex., 
new  theatre,  county  seat  town.  See  Joe 
Stephano,  Lincoln  Theatre,  Lufkin,  Texas. 
Phone  1139. 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE  — Waxahachie, 
Texas;  completely  equipped — 320  seats. 
Will  sacrifice.  Call  or  write.  L.  A.  Franks, 
Midlothian,  Texas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED — Theatre  in  town  of  1,000  or 
more.  Lease  or  buy.  Write  J.  E.  Sikes, 
Glennville,  Georgia. 

THEATRE  WANTED— By  capable  and 
financially  responsible  party.  Prefer  lease 
with  privilege  of  buying  later.  Morris 
Powers,  Corning,  Iowa. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

YOUNG  EXPERIENCED  MAN  will  man- 
age theatre,  any  size,  anywhere;  have  pro- 
jectionist license;  references.  Write  John 
Baxter,  R.  D.  No.  1,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 

PROJECTIONIST — 12  years  experience; 
sober;  reliable.  Appreciate  decent  job. 
P.  O.  Box  No.  173,  Canton,  Texas. 

POSITION  WANTED  — Manager;  14 
years’  experience.  Excellent  references, 
married,  sober,  capable.  B-1143,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

FORMER  GENERAL  MANAGER,  large 
independent  New  York  circuit,  seeks  op- 
portunity with  progressive  group  of  thea- 
tres where  years  of  experience  in  film  buy- 
ing and  theatre  operation  will  prove  ad- 
vantageous, Will  invest  in  worthwhile 
proposition.  B-1146,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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HERE  IT  IS! 


The  ISew 


Choice 

Territories 

Available 
(Including  Foreign) 

for 

Live  Wire  Distributors 


Brought  Back  to  Build  BOX  OFFICE 
by  Exhibitor  Demand 


Territories  sold: 

California,  Nevada,  New  Mexico, 
Hawaiian  Islands,  Alaska  and 
New  England  States. 


Cash  in  on  the  Public's  Demand  for 


Thrills! 

Romance! 

Action! 

Write  or  Wire 

MITCH  LEICHTER 

Exclusive  Distributor 

420  TAFT  BLDG., 
HOLLYWOOD,  CAL. 


N^IONAL  EDITION 


While  the  industry  thrills  to 
the  news  of  the  greatness  of 
M-G-M’s  ^'WIZARD  OF  OZ“ 
here  is  the  ever-growing  list 
of  theatres  which  will  play 
it  in  the  biggest  simultane- 
ous launching  any  picture 
ever  got!  Synchronized  with 
giant  $250,000  ad  campaign! 

United  Artists,  Chicago  . Grand,  Atlanta 
Vendome,  Nashville  « State,  Memphis 
State,  Houston  . State,  New  Orleans 
Midland,  Kansas  City  . State,  St.  Louis 
Palace,  Indianapolis  . Loew’s,  Louisville 
Victory,  Evansville  . Loew’s,  Rochester 
State,  Syracuse  . State  <Sc  Orpheum,  Boston 
State,  Providence  . Palace,  Washington, 
D.C.  . Century,  Baltimore  . State,  Norfolk 
Parkway,  Wilmington  . State,  Cleveland 
Strand,  Scranton  . Boyd,  Philadelphia 
Poli,  New  Haven  . Poli,  Bridgeport 
Poli,  Hartford  . Poli,  Waterbury  . Poli, 
Springfield,  Mass.  . Poli,  Worcester 
Valentine,  Toledo  . Loew’s,  Akron 
Loew’s,  Canton  . Loew’s,  Dayton  . Ohio, 
Columbus  . Penn,  Pittsburgh  . Colonial, 
Reading  . Regent,  Harrisburg  . Carolina, 
Charlotte  . Shea’s  Buffalo,  Buffalo 
Orpheum,  Denver  . State,  Minneapolis 
Paramount,  St.  Paul  . Wisconsin,  Mil- 
waukee • Palace,  Albany  . Palace,  Dallas 
Majestic,  San  Antonio  . Criterion,  Okla- 
homa City  . Omaha,  Omaha  . United 
.4irtists,  Portland  . Ritz,  Tulsa  . Warfield, 
San  Francisco  . Des  Moines  &.  Roosevelt, 
Des  Moines  {Day  and  Date)  . Fifth  Ave., 
Seattle  .Carthay  Circle,Los  Angeles.  Catar- 
act, Niagara  Falls  . Virginia,  Champaign, 
111.  . Colfax,  South  Bend  . Centre,  Salt 
LakeCity.  Indiana,  Terre  Haute  . Lyceum, 
Duluth  . Riviera,  Binghamton  . Grand, 
Topeka  . Miller,  Wichita  . Colonial,  AL 
lentown  . Broadway,  Kingston  . Bardovan 
Poughkeepsie  . Paramount,  Oakland 
Warner,  Youngstown  . Lincoln,  Trenton 
Ellanay,  El  Paso  . State,  Portland,  Me. 
Fox,  Spokane  . Music  Box,  Tacoma 
Academy,  Meadville,  Pa.  . Drake,  Oi  1 
City, Pa.  .Cambria, Johnstown, Pa.  .Penn, 
New  Castle,  Pa.  . Menlo,  Charleroi,  Pa. 
State,  Altoona,  Pa.  . Lyceum,  Kittaning, 
Pa.  . Manos  Band  Box,  Vandergrift,- Pa. 
Colonial,  Elmira,  Pa.  . American, Roanoke 
Ceramic,  E,  Liverpool,  Ohio  . Havens, 
Olean,  N.  Y.  . Princess,  Modesto,  Calif. 
Pine  Tree,  Klamath  Falls,  Ore.  . Madison, 
Peoria  . Orpheum, Springfield, III.  .Regent, 
Grand  Rapids  . Capitol,  Flint  . Strand, 
Lansing  . State,  Kalamazoo  . Ute, 
Colorado  Springs  . Lincoln,  Cheyenne 
Lafayette,  Lafayette,  Ind.  . Keith  Albee, 
Huntington,  W.  Va. . Ohio,  Lima . Gillioz, 
Springfield,  Mo.  . Morgan,  Ironwood, 
Mich.  . State,  Easton  . Rialto,  Williams- 
port, Pa.  . Capitol,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
Mayfair,  Asbury  Park  . Majestic,  Perth 
Amboy  . Ohio,  Sandusky  . Capitol,  Little 
Rock  . Regent,  Bay  City  . Regent,  Battle 
Creek  . State,  Ithaca  . Stanley,  Utica 
Proctor’s,  Schenectady  . Garde,  New' 
London  . Stamford,  Stamford  . Elsinore, 
Salem,  Ore.  . Worth,  Ft.  Worth  . Fargo, 


Fargo,  N.  D.  . Rialto,  Butte  . Orpheum,  Ogden, 
Utah  . Ada,  Boise,  Ida.  . Emboyde,  Ft.  Wayne 
Rivoli,  Muncie  . Chateau,  Rochester,  Minn. 
State,  Sioux  Falls  . Paramount,  Austin,  Minn. 
Paramount,  Austin,  Tex.  . Paramount.  Cedar 
Rapids  . Capitol,  Sioux  City  • Carolina,  Wilming- 
ton. N.  C.  . Washington,  Quincy,  III.  , Wilson. 
Fresno,  Cal.  . Stamford,  Palo  Alto,  Cal.  . Irvin, 
Bloomington,  111.  , Michigan,  Jackson,  Mich. 

Carolina,  Durham  . Ambassador,  Raleigh  . Caro- 
lina, Winston  Salem  . Rialto,  Amsterdam  . Rialto> 
Monticello  . Community,  Saratogas,  Palace.  Nor- 
wich . Paramount,  Middletown  . Broadway,  New- 
burgh . Kallett,  Oneida  . Waco,  Waco  . Majestic, 
Wichita  Falls  . Bijou,  Bangor  . Capitol,  Daven- 
port, la.  . Mt.  Baker,  Bellingham,  Wash.  . Liberty, 
Yakima,  Wash.  . Rivoli,  La  Crosse  . California, 
San  Jose,  Cal.  . Senator,  Sacramento  . Circle, 
Annapolis  . Paramount,  Lynchburg  . Arcade, 
Salisbury  ■.  Missouri,  St.  Joseph  . Booth,  Inde- 
pendence. Mo.  . Paramount,  Hot  Springs  . Para- 
mount, Jackson,  Tenn.  . Indiana,  Bloomington, 
Ind.  . Tivoli,  Richmond,  Ind.  . Sipe,  Kokomo,  Ind. 
Dakota,  Grand  Forks  . Smoot,  Parkersburg,  W.Va. 
Paramount,  .Ashland.  Ky.  . Regent,  Saginaw 
State,  New  Bedford  . Main,  Pueblo  . Majestic, 
Beloit  . Grand,  Wausau  . Orpheum,  Madison, Wis. 
Meyers,  Janesville,  Wis.  . Braumart.  Iron  Moun- 
tain, Mich.  . Fond  Du  Lac,  Fond  Du  Lac  . Fox, 
Marinette  . Maryland,  Hagerstown  . Maryland, 
Cumberland  . McDonald,  Eugene,  Ore.  . Rio, 
■Appleton,  Wis.  . Venetian,  Racine  . Kenosha, 
Kenosha  . Sheboygan,  Sheboygan  . Jefferson, 
Beaumont  . Strand,  Pt.  Arthur  . Arcadia,  Baytown 
Fairmont, Fairmont, W.Va.  . State, Washington, Pa. 
Shea,  Bradford  . Rialto,  Lewistown,  Pa.  . Du  Bois, 
Du  Bois,  Pa.  . Center,  High  Point,  N.  C.  . Capitol. 
Salisbury  . Lyric,  Lancaster,  Ohio  . Geneva, 
Geneva,  N.  Y.  . Auburn,  Auburn  . California, 
Salinas,  Cal.  • Fox,  V^atsonville,  Cal.  • Peninsula, 
Burlingame.Cal. . Porter,  Woodland, Cal. . Lincoln, 
Decatur,  III.  . Fischer,  E>anville,  111.  . Illinois, 
Macomb,  III.  . Center,  So.  Haven,  Mich  . Carolina, 
Greensboro  . Colonial,  Bluefield  . Glove,  Glovers- 
ville  . Oneonta,  Oneonta  . Avon,  Watertown 
Carolina,  Hickory  . Shea’s  Union,  New  Philadel- 
phia, Ohio  . Empress,  So.  Norwalk  . Warner, 
Torrington  . Capitol,  Willimantic  . Paramount, 
Amarillo  . Flynn,  Burlington  . State,  Harrison- 
burg,  Va.  • Capitol,  Pittsfield  « Empire,  Lewiston 
Capitol,  Concord  . Garden,  Greenfield,  Mass, 
Fitchburg,  Fitchburg  . Haines,  Waterville,  Me. 
Nicholas,  Fairmont,  Minn.  . Electric,  Lamed,  Kan. 
Liberty,  Lewiston. Wash. , West,  Trinidad  . Avalon, 
Grand  Junction  . Kerredge,  Hancock  . Capitol, 
Grand  Island  . lowanna.  Red  Oak,  la. . Will  Rogers, 
Charleston  . Paramount,  Charlottesville  . Avalon, 
Easton,  Md.  . State,  Havre  De  Grace  . Logan, 
Logan,  Ohio  . Fox,  Hutchinson,  Kan.  . Palace, 
Corpus  Christi  . Texas,  San  Angelo  . Illinois, 
Centralia  • Liberty,  Great  Falls,  Mont.  . Wilma, 
Missoula,  Mont.  . Chief,  Pocatello,  Ida.  . Indiana, 
Marion  • State,  Anderson  • Logan,  Logansport 
Hollywood,  Petoskey  . Liberty,  Benton  Harbor 
Lyric,  Traverse  City  . Garden,  Frankfort,  Mich. 
Star,  Scottsville  . Michigan,  Muskegon  . Maltz, 
Alpena,  Mich.  . Bridgman,  Bridgman,  Mich. 
Grand,  Grand  Haven  . Loma,  Coloma,  Mich. 
Opera  House,  Jamestown,  N.  D.  . State,  Winona, 
Minn.  . State,  Mankato,  Minn.  . Saenger,  Pine 
Bluff  . Strand,  Jonesboro,  Ark.  . Mahaska,  Oska- 
loosa,  la.  . Capitol,  Ottumwa,  la.  . Fort,  Rock 
Island  . Strand,  Waterloo,  la.  . Orpheum,  Parsons, 
Kan.  . Vilis,  Eagle  River  . Star,  Oconomowoc 
Nordic,  Marquette  . Michigan,  Escanaba  . Osh- 
kosh, Oshkosh  . Lawton,  Lawton,  Okla.  . Aztec, 
Enid,  Okla.  . Paramount,  Glens  Falls  . Columbia, 
Paducah  . Princess,  St.  James,  Minn.  . Lucas, 
Savannah  . Grand,  Macon  . Ritz,  Chillicothe 
Colonia,  Norwich,  N.  Y.  • Strand,  Ogdensburg 
Pontiac,  Saranac  Lake  . Colonial,  Augusta,  Me. 


Palace,  Ashtabula,  Ohio  • Colonial,  Portsmouth, 
Ohio  . Capitol,  Salisbury,  N.  C.  . Majestic,  Reno 
Capitol,  Jefferson  City  . Hollywood,  Leavenworth 
Carolina,  Hendersonville,  N.  C.  . Liberty,  Van- 
dalia.  111.  . Roseland,  Flat  River,  Mo.  . Effingham, 
Effingham,  III.  . Iowa,  Keokuk,  la.  . Pantheon! 
Vincennes  • Clazell,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 
Bourbon,  Paris,  Ky.  . Liberty,  Pikesville,  Ky. 
Community,  Catskill  . Hunter,  Hunter,  N.  Y. 
Asuable  Clube,  Keene  Valley,  N.  Y.  . Pine  Plains. 
Pine  Plains  , Adirondack,  Speculator,  N.  Y. 
Royal,  Spirit  Lake.  la.  . Carolina,  Lexington,  N.  C. 
Princess,  Del  Rio,  Tex,  . Cumberland,  Brunswick, 
Me.  . Opera  House,  Bath,  Me.  . Wilton,  Wilton, 
Me.  . Princess,  St.  James,  Minn.  . Lake,  Detroit 
Lakes  . Grand  Duquoin  . Strand,  Dover,  N.  H. 
Strand.  Rockland,  Me.  . Wilson,  Wilson.  N.  C. 
Liberty,  Olympia, V'^ash.  * Hollywood,  Klontevideo, 
Minn.  . Carolina,  Spartanburg  . California,  Stock- 
ton  • Schines  State,  Fostoria  « Shea’s  Paramount, 
Fremont  . Poncan,  Ponca  City  . Washita,  Chick- 
asha  • Rex,  Bolton  Landing  • Chester,  Chestertown 
Whipple,’  Fleischmanns  . Lake,  Lake  George 
Palace,  Lake  Placid  • Liberty,  Liberty  • State, 
Ticonderoga  . Roxy,  Peru,  Ind.  . Kingston,  Che- 
boygan . Lyric,  Cadillac  . Lake,  Devils  Lake  . New 
Ulm,  New  Ulm,  Minn. . Vernon,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio 
Ritz,  Tiffin,  Ohio  . Schine’s,  Wooster,  Ohio  . Ritz, 
Muskogee,  Okla.  . Granada,  The  Dalles,  Ore. 
Manring,  Middlesboro  . Plaza,  Burlington,  Wis. 
Sprague.  Elkhorn,  Wis.  . Arcadia,  Harlingen,  Tex. 
Texas,  Denton,  Tex.  . Dreamland,  Livermore  Falls 
World,  Kearney,  Neb.  . Simon,  Brenham,  Tex. 
Cameron,  Cameron,  Tex.  . Palace,  Cisco,  Tex. 
Rig,  Anahuac,  Tex.  . Lyric,  Gillespf,  111.  . Lincoln, 
Robinson,  111.  . Arcadia.  Olney,  111.  . Orpheum! 
Mackinaw  Island  • Community,  Harbor  Beach 
Palace,  Silsbee . Madison,  Richmond,  Ky. . Amenia, 
Amenia,  N.  Y.  . Totem  Lodge,  Averill  Park 
Grand  Hotel,  Highmount  . Millerton,  Millerton 
Phoenicia,  Phoenicia  . Temple,  Kane,  Pa. 
St.  Mary’s,  St.  Mary’s,  Pa.  . Rialto,  Grayling,  Mich. 
Orpheum,  Franklin,  Pa.  . Ritz,  Clearfield,  Pa. 
Opera,  Sun  Valley,  Ida.  . Margie  Grand,  Harlan 
Peoples,  Chanute.  Kan.  . Arcade,  Horton,  Kan. 
lola,  lola,  Kan.  . Regent,  Newton,  Kan.  . Dream- 
land, Russell,  Kan.  . Noll,  Bethany,  Kan.  . Star, 
Nevada,  Mo.  . Geneva,  Lake  Geneva,  Wis.  . State, 
Rhinelander,  Wis.  . Aqua,  Minocqua,  Wis.  • Mat- 
toon,  Mattoon,  111. . Miller,  Festus,  Mo. . Orpheum, 
Harrisburg,  111.  . Orpheum,  Twin  Falls  . Hart. 
Hart,  Mich.  . Vogue,  Manistee,  Mich.  . Lyric, 
Ludington,  Mich.  . Holland,  Holland,  Mich. 
Rogers,  Rogers  City,  Mich.  . Star,  Gladwin,  Mich. 
Community,  Elk  Rapids  • Temple,  E.  Jordan,  Mich. 
Playhouse, Whitehall,  Mich. . La  Nora,  Pampa,Tex. 
McSwain,  Ada,  Okla.  , Bay,  Alexandria  Bay 
Franjo,  Boonville  . .Park,  Cobleskill  . State, 
Deposit.  N.  Y.  . Maple,  Jeffersonville,  N.  Y. 
Manor,  Livingston  Manor  . Massena,  Massena 
Gain  Curci,  Margaretville  . Empire,  Pt.  Henry 
Harris  State,  Salem,  Ohio  * Valentine,  Defiance, 
Ohio  . Athena,  Athens,  Ohio  . State,  Uniontown, 
Pa.  . Orpheum,  Franklin,  Pa.  . Ritz,  Clearfield,  Pa. 
Strand,  Ridgway,  Pa. . Del  Mar,  Santa  Cruz  • State, 
Monterey  . Senator,  Chico  . Fox,  Visalia  . Merced, 
Merced  . Hanlon,  Vallejo  .■'State,  Garden  City, 
Kan.  . Regent,  Newton,  Kan.  . Family,  E.  Tawas 
Gaylord,  Gaylord  . Regent,  Allegan  . Midstate, 
W.  Branch  . Iosco,  Oscoda,  Mich.  . Ideal,  Clare, 
Mich.  • Ward,  Mt.  Pleasant  • Oz,  Freemont 
Boyne,  Boyne  City  . Rivoli,  Hastings,  Neb. . Eneau, 
Pittsburg,  Cal.  . State,  Martinez  . Strand,  Cov- 
ington . State,  Westminster,  Md.  . Aggie,  Arling- 
ton, Tex.  . Rialto,  Denison,  Tex.  . Palace,  Cor- 
sicana • Lyric,  Brownwood  • Capitol,  Brownsville 
Paramount,  Bristol  . Center,  Rocky  Mount  . Pitt, 
Greenville  . Modene,  Stanbury,  Mo.  . Lyric, 
Plattsburg,  Mo.  . Ritz,  Big  Springs,  Tex.  . Palace, 
Colorado,  Tex.  . Oklahoma,  McAlester  . Texas, 
Sherman,  Tex.  . Palace,  Seguin.  Tex.  . Etc.,  Etc. 


PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY  BY 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 

VoL.  35  Number  12 

August  12,  1939 

Member 

Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations 


Editorial  Offices:  9 rockefeller  plaza,  new 
YORK  city;  Publication  Office:  4804  e.  9th 
ST.,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO./  HollyWOOdl  6404  HOLLY- 
WOOD BLVD.;  Chicago:  332  s.  Michigan  blvd. 


BEN  SHLYEN 

Publisher 

MAURICE  KANN 

Editor-in-Chief 

LOUIS  RYDELL 

Advertising  Manager 


William  G.  Pormby,  Editor;  Jesse  Shlyen 
Managing  Editor;  J.  Harry  Toler,  Modern 
Theatre  Editor;  A.  J.  Stocker,  Eastern  Rep- 
resentative; Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager 


IT  TELLS  ITS  OWN  STORY 


I 'C'ontjime^j  frill 

I “s  opposed  to  o *’*'oced!nB  page* 

f to  click.  ^ solve  ir  the 

I °'™  Policing 

I ^ Ain  jfi  fo,,_ 

I should  do  Its'ou-n^  “^“de  xhp  , 

IS# 

ExniBiTog 

Not  f«_. . 


‘‘sS^T" 


louisian 

^sslsaic 

"“Oh  S'  , 

owoljr  ° 


."Subler/ugg,, 


Some 

Or  .Q<^ 


Others 


incorporated  m ,k 

Tjift  i^?nlaiion 

- -"bterfu™', "Ode  t „.,n, 

*'«!'•  More  Sm  • 'OT.ped- 1 
help  ” Wijjiao,  p.  po^g®^  I 

Would  Eli'm-  ^■~Ohio  ExHicrTon  i 

<10  00 

between  evKi^, by  pi,.rtf  , tinfavor- 

attracting  /ejM  I”'* '^'^^'’'butor  J 

r^.hde.'' '«o  i; 


Code 


100 


'Vwio  Scdr, 

ReoUy  P|,-  . ^n®rge 

What  “’“’oted 

COI^  '^‘S.  I tn 

Approve  Ji;c„‘LP'; 


On  the  left,  a reprint  of  an  editorial  from  BOXOFFICE  of  December  24,  1938.  On  the  right,  a reprint  of  the 
second  of  two  pages  published  last  week  on  the  results  of  a nation-wide  exhibitor  survey  seeking,  among  other 
matters,  an  answer  to  the  direct  question,  "Does  the  Proposed  Trade  Practice  Code  Meet  with  Your  Approval?" 

Eight  months  ago  the  prediction  was  made  confusion,  and  perhaps  beyond,  would  trail  the 
lawyers'  emphatic  impress  on  the  code.  That  forecast  is  now  borne  out  by  exhibitor  opinion 
representing  forty-four  states.  The  distributors'  sub-committee  cannot  well  ignore  this  cross- 
sectional  reaction  of  the  men  for  whom  the  trade  practice  draft  is  intended.  What  will  they  do 
about  it?  This  becomes  the  question. 


l( 


ATTORNEYS  APPROVE  REVISED  TEXT  OF  CODE; 
DISTRIBUTORS  READY  TO  MAKE  IT  OPERATIVE 


See  No  'Misunderstanding' 
Of  the  Language  Now; 

Is  the  Fifth  Draft 

By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — With  attorneys  putting  the 
final  approval  stamp  on  the  language  of 
the  fifth,  and  what  is  hoped  the  final, 
trade  practice  draft,  distributors  are  ready 
to  put  the  code  into  operation.  Applica- 
tion of  the  pact  was  discussed  Wednesday 
by  the  lawyei's  who  are  now  convinced 
there  will  be  no  “misunderstanding”  of  the 
language,  following  suggestions  of  various 
exhibitor  groups  which  have  been  incor- 
porated in  Ih?  fifth  draft. 

Tire  two  clauses  on  arbitration,  one  for 
the  special  boards  which  are  to  hear  com- 
plaints dealing  with  clearance  and  zoning 
and  overbuying,  and  the  other  having  to 
do  with  general  complaints  are  admitted 
by  attorneys  to  have  been  most  complex, 
but  finally  written  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  parties  concerned. 

Urge  Quick  Signing 

Exhibitor  groups  are  being  asked  to 
sign  as  quick’y  as  possible  and  also  to  get 
their  members  to  affix  signatures  so  that 
the  process  of  establishing  local  boards  can 
be  expedited.  In  territories  where  there 
is  only  one  exhibitor  organization  and 
such  unit  does  not  sign  there  will  be  no 
arbitration  for  that  area,  regardless  of 
how'  many  individual  theatre  owners  sign. 

Defendant  exhibitors,  whether  indepen- 
dent or  affiliated,  will  be  entitled  to  one 
half  vote,  the  same  as  the  distributor,  on 
all  cases  before  the  special  boards.  The 
plaintiff  will  be  represented  by  a full  vote 
and  the  neutral  man  also  will  have  the 
power  of  a full  vote.  In  other  words,  it  is 
pointed  out,  complaining  exhibitors  wiU 
have  to  prove  their  case  and  win  over  the 
impartial  arbiter  in  order  to  get  a de- 
cision. 

Clarily  Provision 

The  no  decision  means,  it  is  stated,  that 
the  complaint  on  clearance  or  overbuying, 
whichever  it  may  be,  will  continue  as 
heretofore.  In  cases  of  this  kind  exhibi- 
tors who  have  brought  the  complaints  will 
not  be  permitted  to  present  similar  claims 
involving  the  same  situations  until  the 
next  selling  season. 

Neutral  men  will  be  chosen  unanimous- 
ly by  distributors  and  exhibitors  in  each 
territory.  Bankers,  retired  or  active,  prom- 
inent and  respected  business  men  in  the 
respective  localities,  former  judges  and 
attorneys,  or  in  other  words  citizens  who 
have  standing  in  the  communities,  will  be 
chosen  for  the  neutral  panels.  This  plan 
follows  along  the  lines  of  the  NRA  boards, 
but  differs  in  that  there  will  be  no  appeal 
boards.  The  decision  of  the  local  men  most 
familiar  with  conditions  in  their  terri- 
tories will  be  final. 

General  boards  set  up  for  hearing  al- 


$1,000,000  Cost 
To  Fight  Suits 

New  York  — With  approximately  52 
suits  pending  against  major  companies, 
exclusive  of  the  all-industry  action,  in  var- 
ious parts  of  the  country,  attorneys  for  dis- 
tributors figure  the  approximate  cost  of 
the  handling  of  these  suits  will  tally  about 
$1,000,000.  This  includes  long-distance 
telephone  calls,  traveling  expenditures  of 
attorneys  and  witnesses  for  depositions 
and  examinations  before  trial,  retainers 
for  special  counsel  and  other  expenses 
which  go  hand  in  hand  with  every  legal 
action  filed. 


Jacksonville  Hears 
Report  of  Sparks  Suit 

Jacksonville — Reports  are  current  the 
department  of  justice  is  planning  to  file 
an  anti-trust  action  against  the  Sparks 
circuit  which  operates  in  partnership  with 
Paramount  in  many  Florida  cities.  E.  J. 
Sparks  also  has  a number  of  theatres, 
such  as  the  Tallahassee  situation,  in  which 
Paramount  is  not  interested. 

The  reports  are  the  result  of  the  gov- 
ernment’s recent  announcement  all  big 
independent  circuits  will  be  involved  in 
anti-trust  suits  in  an  effort  to  open  the 
market  for  free  competition. 


Justice  Department  Reported 
Checking  Into  Prudential 

New  York — Although  official  confirma- 
tion is  lacking,  it  is  learned  department 
of  justice  operatives  are  checking  into  the 
Prudential  Playhouses,  important  local  in- 
dependent circuit,  with  a view  of  bringing 
an  action  along  the  same  lines  as  the 
Schine  circuit  suit  filed  in  Buffalo  early 
in  the  week.  Distributor  attorneys  are 
aware  of  the  investigation  being  made  as 
well  as  those  involving  other  circuits  such 
as  Skouras,  Brandt  and  Century. 


leged  abuses  other  than  clearance  and 
overbuying  will  be  made  up  of  a distri- 
butor, an  independent  exhibitor  and  a neu- 
tral, all  having  a full  vote.  Again,  it  is 
pointed  out,  the  complainant  will  have  to 
win  the  impartial  vote  to  carry  off  the 
decision.  “The  exhibitor  bringing  the 
case,”  it  is  stated  by  one  of  the  attorneys 
who  has  been  working  on  the  code,  “will 
have  to  make  out  a case  and  prove  it  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a disinterested  party.” 

Distributors  have  been  working  for  more 
than  a yesr  on  the  drafting  of  the  code. 
During  the  past  week,  finalization  has  been 
entirely  up  to  the  lawyers  who  have  taken 
all  the  suggestions  made  in  recent  weeks 
and  boiled  them  down  into  “understand- 
able” language. 

Among  the  first  two  exhibitor  groups 
slated  to  sign  up  are  the  ITOA  and  Allied 


Provisions  Retroactive 
To  January  1.  Last; 

Copies  to  Capitol 

of  New  York.  There  have  been  indications 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  that  sim- 
ilar action  will  be  taken  shortly  after  the 
final  draft  is  in  the  hands  of  local  exhi- 
bitor organizations. 

Despite  inferences  by  Ed  Kuykendall, 
president  of  the  MPTOA,  in  his  recent 
bulletin  that  the  code  will  apply  to  all 
contracts  made  after  June  1,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales  manager  and 
chairman  of  the  distributors’  sub-com- 
mittee, informs  Boxoffice  this  is  not  the 
case  and  the  trade  practices,  as  origin- 
ally planned,  will  be  retroactive  to  Janu- 
ary 1. 

Kuykendall,  in  his  bulletin,  stated; 
“However,  as  we  understand  it,  when  the 
proposed  code  is  actually  adopted  by  one 
or  more  of  the  distributing  companies,  it 
will  apply  without  exception  to  all  of  their 
contracts  entered  into  after  June  1,  1939, 
for  any  and  all  product  released  during 
the  1939-40  releasing  season.  If  this  is 
correct,  the  cancellation  provisions,  both 
as  a contract  right  and  for  cause,  the 
score  charge  elimination,  the  proposals  on 
designated  play  dates,  etc.,  then  become 
available  to  every  exhibitor  who  accepts 
the  code,  regardless  of  any  waivers  or  ‘un- 
derstandings’ secured  from  the  exhibitors, 
by  chiseling  salesmen  who  are  trying  to 
outsmart  the  exhibitor.” 

While  it  is  admitted  many  independent 
exhibitor  deals  were  not  being  made  this 
year  until  after  June  because  of  new 
franchise  arrangements  with  major  cir- 
cuits, distributors  hold  there  has  been  no 
change  in  the  retroactive  date  of  the  code. 

No  Gov't  Approval  Hope 

Distributors,  for  some  time,  have  ban- 
ished the  thought  of  securing  approval 
by  the  department  of  justice.  Copies  of 
the  various  drafts  have  been  sent  to  Thur- 
man Arnold  in  Washington  to  keep  him 
posted  on  what  the  industry  is  doing,  and 
trying  to  do,  in  bringing  about  harmony 
among  independent  exhibitor  accounts. 

Kuykendall,  however,  has  this  to  say 
about  the  department  of  justice  in  his  lat- 
est bulletin: 

“The  distributors  imposed  as  a condi- 
tion that  the  code  is  offered  ‘subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  department  of  justice.’ 
Many  exhibitors  inevitably  suspect  this 
condition  will  prevent  the  code  from  ac- 
tually being  adopted  by  any  of  the  distri- 
butors, as  such  approval  seems  impossible 
to  secure.  Persistent  reports  and  com- 
plaints of  conduct  and  statements  of  dis- 
tributor sales  representatives,  who  are  ac- 
cused of  doing  their  best  to  undermine 
the  code  and  the  principles  set  forth  in  its 
proposals,  are  disquieting  and  discourag- 

( Continued  on  page  26) 
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GOV'T  SEEKS  TO  SMASH  ALL  LARGE  CHAINS; 
AIMS  TO  MAKE  MARKET  OPENLY  COMPETITIVE 


U.  S.  WOED  CRUSH  CHAIN  BDYINC  AND  OP0 
MARKET  WIDE  ON  A 'HIcmEgiDDER'  BASIS 

Independents  Kot  Exempt 
Where  Government  Sees 
Grounds  for  Action 

But  Published  First  in  "BOXOFFICE" — 

Reproduction  of  a headline  winch  appeared  in  the  issue  of  July  22.  That 
story  first  conveyed  to  the  industry  light  on  lohat  may  prove  to  be  the  ulti- 
mate objective  of  the  government  in  its  “trust-busting”  program  of  lawsuits. 

Schine  Litigation  Discounted; 
It's  Been  Expected  for  Weeks 


Part  of  National  Drive 
On  "Local  Monopoly" 

By  Justice  Dept. 

By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — Dissolution  of  all  large  in- 
dependent exhibitor  chains  throughout  the 
country  may  be  asked  by  the  department  of 
justice  in  cases  to  be  filed  during  the  next 
six  weeks  under  a program  developed  by 
Attorney  General  Prank  Murphy  for  a na- 
tionwide and  concerted  attack  on  crime, 
corruption  and  anti-trust  violations. 

The  impending  actions  against  this  in- 
dustry are  designed  to  open  the  market 
on  a competitive  basis,  open  to  all  comers. 

Plans  for  the  campaign  were  perfected 
at  a conference  of  justice,  treasury  and 
postal  officials  at  the  department  of  jus- 
tice, one  of  the  first  results  of  which  was 
the  filing  of  a suit  in  equity  in  the  fed- 
eral district  court  at  Buffalo,  asking  dis- 
solution of  the  Schine  circuit. 

In  its  petition,  the  department  charges 
that  the  chain,  which  it  alleges  is  exercis- 
ing a monopoly  in  exhibition  in  New  York, 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  Maryland  and  Delaware 
areas  in  which  it  operates,  restrains  trade 
in  the  distribution  of  motion  pictures  by 
combining  unreasonably  with  all  the  major 
producing  companies. 

Similar  to  Griffith  Suit 

Department  of  justice  officials  said  that 
the  suit  is  similar  to  one  instituted  on 
April  28,  last,  against  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  its  associated  companies 
operating  in  the  states  of  Oklahoma,  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  in  which  dissolution  of 
that  circuit  was  asked. 

“At  the  time  the  Griffith  suit  was  filed 
it  was  stated  that  there  were  a number  of 
other  independent  theatre  chains  operating 
in  the  United  States  whose  situation  was 
similar  to  that  of  Griffith,  and  that  addi- 
tional suits  would  be  brought  as  the  investi- 
gation developed,”  it  was  pointed  out. 

In  an  official  statement  announcing  the 
filing  of  the  Schine  suit,  the  department 
explained  that  the  proceeding  “is  designed 
to  break  the  monopoly  control  exercised 
by  the  Schine  Theatre  organization  in  the 
exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  parts  of 
New  York,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Maryland  and 
Delaware. 

“While  operations  of  this  organization 
are  not  nationwide,”  it  was  stated,  “its 
effect  upon  the  independent  theatre  own- 
ers in  its  area  of  operation  is  substantially 
similar  to  that  of  the  major  producing 
companies  within  the  area  of  their  opera- 
tions. Because  of  the  control  by  this 
chain  of  a large  number  of  theatres,  it  is 
able  to  make  blanket  contracts  for  all  de- 
sirable pictures  for  all  its  theatres  without 
competing  with  local  independent  exhibi- 
tors. 

“This  action  seeks,  among  other  things. 


New  York — Filing  of  the  anti-trust  suit 
by  the  government  in  Buffalo  against  the 
Schine  circuit  occasioned  little  surprise  in 
the  industry,  the  contemplated  action  be- 
ing known  for  some  time.  Boxoffice  re- 
ported it  impended  as  far  back  as  May  6. 

Some  eyebrows  arched  at  the  suddenness 
of  the  suit  following  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  circuit’s  managers.  As  a matter 
of  record,  Paul  Williams,  assistant  to  the 
attorney  general,  instituted  the  suit  on  the 
fourth  day  after  the  upstate  meetings. 

First  intimation  of  the  government’s 
legal  intentions  against  the  Schine  group 
was  indicated  at  the  examinations  before 
trial  of  several  UA  executives  in  connection 
with  the  all-industry  suit.  Attorneys  for 
the  government  harped  on  the  upstate  sit- 
uation, which  gave  distributor  counsel  an 
inkling  of  what  was  in  the  wind. 

The  next  indication  was  the  Allied  of 
New  York  difficulties  on  clearances,  topped 
by  the  Michael  Boumansour  complaint  in- 
volving his  Plaza,  Malone.  Efforts  by  Harry 
G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  the  local  exhibitor 
affiliate  of  Allied,  were  unavailing  with 
distributors,  following  which  a conference 
was  held  with  Seymour  Krieger,  FBI  agent, 
who  took  up  from  that  point. 

In  Boxoffice’s  story  of  May  6,  the  fol- 


to  break  the  monopoly  combination  in  the 
area  in  which  it  operates.  To  effect  such 
object,  this  suit  asks  that  the  exhibitor 
defendants  be  dissolved  and  their  properties 
rearranged  under  several  separate  and  in- 
dependent corporations  in  such  manner  as 
to  create  competitive  conditions  and  pre- 
vent further  violations  of  the  Sherman 
Act. 

“It  also  seeks  injunctive  relief  by  direct- 
ing that  practices  resulting  in  this  monop- 
oly control  and  its  oppressive  exercise  be 


lowing  was  reported  on  the  Schine  situa- 
tion, although  no  names  were  mentioned: 

“The  upstate  action  is  predicated  upon 
Seymour  Krieger’s  intensive  study  of  com- 
plaints by  Allied  members.  Additionally, 
Harry  G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  the  unit,  is 
withholding  a contemplated  suit  against 
major  distributors  in  connection  with  Mich- 
ael Boumansour’s  Plaza,  Malone,  the  im- 
derstanding  being  that  the  department  of 
justice  will  take  over  and  incorporate  the 
issues  in  the  action  reported  due.” 

Subsequently,  Boxoffice  stated  the 
Schine  suit  would  be  filed  late  in  August, 
this  being  the  original  intention  of  Thur- 
man Arnold,  head  of  the  anti-trust  division 
in  Washington. 

With  distributors  and  Schine  having  un- 
til August  28  to  answer  it  is  expected  de- 
mands for  further  bills  of  particulars  will 
be  made  by  all  defendants.  This  proce- 
dure has  been  followed  in  the  all-industry 
action  as  well  as  the  Oklahoma  City  suit 
against  the  Griffith  circuits,  and  other 
pending  cases. 

The  Schine  Chain  Theatres  and  six  sub- 
sidiaries are  defendants  along  with  the 
eight  major  companies.  None  of  the  inde- 
pendent distributors  is  involved. 


enjoined.  In  addition,  it  seeks  to  enjoin  the 
producers  from  licensing  pictures  except  on 
a local  competitive  basis.  Finally,  it  seeks 
an  injunction  against  the  acquisition  of 
additional  theatres  or  financial  interest 
therein  by  the  defendant  chain.” 

It  was  disclosed  at  the  department  that 
a large  number  of  cases  will  be  filed  in  the 
courts  or  presented  to  grand  juries  during 
the  next  month  or  six  weeks  with  a view 
to  securing  trial  of  as  many  as  possible  in 
September  and  October. 
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WILL  FILE  ALL  OF  0.  S.  SUITS  BY  OCTOBER  1; 
LEGAL  BARRAGE  CONFRONTS  EAST,  SOUTH,  WEST 


Delay  in  Filing  Admitted 
As  "Final  Red  Tape"  in 
Important  Actions 


''Who's  Next  Around  N Y.  ?" 
Lawyers  Asking  One  Another 


New  York — All  of  the  contemplated  gov- 
ernment anti-trust  suits  against  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  and  major  circuits  for 
alleged  monopolistic  tactics  are  scheduled 
10  be  filed  in  federal  coui’ts  throughout  the 
country  by  October  1,  according  to  in- 
formed somxes  at  the  local  department  of 
justice  offices.  Tliis  source  has  been  so 
advised  by  Washington  which  is  handling 
ihe  contemplated  actions. 

Delaying  numerous  cases,  it  is  frankly 
admitted,  is  the  “final  red  tape”  which  goes 
with  actions  of  such  importance.  Thorough 
investigations  are  made  into  all  complaints 
before  the  department  in  Washington  pro- 
ceeds with  com-t  moves,  it  is  added. 

Admit  Skouras-Brandt  Plaints 

That  “some  complaints”  have  been  reg- 
istered in  Washington  against  the  Skom'as 
and  Brandt  circuits  in  Greater  New  York 
also  is  admitted,  upon  questioning.  How- 
ever, officials  at  the  local  FBI  office  state 
they  will  not  discuss  any  grievances  filed 
in  Washington  until  every  angle  is  checked 
into.  The  reason  for  this,  it  is  stated,  is 
because  the  government  wants  to  be  certain 
there  are  enough  facts  involved  before  legal 
means  are  attempted  to  straighten  them 
out. 

First  of  the  new  series  of  suits  to  be 
filed  is  the  action  in  Buffalo  against  the 
Schine  Enterprises  which  operate  approxi- 
mately 140  theatres  in  New  York,  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Kentucky. 

Checking  Mobeel  Suit 

With  the  institution  of  an  anti-trust 
action  against  the  Century  circuit  by 
Mobeel  Enterprises  alleging  discrimination 
in  protection  by  the  recently  opened  New 
College  in  the  Flatbush  section  of  Brook- 
lyn over  the  Glenwood,  operated  by  the 
plaintiff,  the  government  now  is  checking 
into  details.  This  follows  along  the  same 
lines  adopted  by  the  department  of  justice 
in  the  Eugene  Mori  conspiracy  action 
against  the  majors  in  connection  with  his 
Landis  Theatre  in  Vineland,  N.  J.  Sey- 
mour Ki'ieger,  special  assistant  to  the  at- 
torney general,  sat  through  the  three-day 
hearings  in  Philadelphia  and  is  understood 
to  have  been  in  steady  contact  with  State 
Senator  Harry  Shapiro  and  William  B. 
Rudenko,  attorneys  for  Mori. 

The  second  case  most  likely  will  be  that 
against  Wometco,  the  Miami  circuit  op- 
erated by  Mitchell  Wolfson  and  Sidney 
Meyer.  Pending  now  is  a triple  damage  ac- 
tion by  Herman  Weingarten  of  the  Surf 
and  Cameo  there  against  the  S.  A.  Lynch- 
Paramount  operated  circuit  and  major 
companies. 

Whether  or  not  Paul  Williams,  in  charge 
of  the  government’s  all-industry  suit,  will 
head  for  the  coast  soon  to  participate 


Buffalo  Busy  Doping 
Outcome  on  Schine 

Buffalo — Filing  of  the  government’s 
monopoly  suit  against  the  Schine  circuit, 
long  anticipated  by  the  local  trade,  has 
some  of  the  industry’s  members  guessing 
at  the  possible  outcome.  In  some  quar- 
ters, the  speculation  is  the  suit  will  never 
come  to  trial  and  that  J.  Myer  and  Louis 
W.  Schine  will  consent  to  a decree  based 
on  a set  of  clearances  governing  each  of 
their  situations  and  also  whereby  they  will 
refrain  from  further  expansion. 

Although  distributors  would  not  be 
quoted,  it  is  privately  held  Schine  has 
been  unreasonable  in  many  of  his  demands 
for  protection,  something  that  was  bound 
to  result  in  the  action  instituted  by  the 
department  of  justice.  Among  the  two 
chief  complainants  are  William  Smalley, 
who  has  been  at  odds  with  Schine  for 
some  time,  and  Michael  Boumansour, 
operator  of  the  Plaza,  Malone,  N.  J.,  and 
an  Allied  member. 

Seymour  Krieger,  department  of  justice 
agent,  and  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive 
secretary  of  Allied  of  New  York,  some  time 
ago 'visited  some  50  to  60  theatres  getting 
data  for  the  government  suit.  The  com- 
plaints, as  received  by  Allied  headquar- 
ters in  New  York,  were  confirmed  by  Max 
A.  Cohen,  president,  who  signed  an  affi- 
davit which  ran  to  50  pages. 

Cohen,  it  is  understood,  has  been  in 
touch  with  the  Schines  and  asked  them  to 
correct  the  situations  complained  of  with 
little  results. 


in  the  expected  action  for  alleged  viola- 
tion of  a 1932  consent  decree  by  Fox  West 
Coast  is  up  to  Thurman  Arnold,  head 
of  the  anti-trust  division  in  Washington. 
Ki'ieger  was  a candidate  for  the  trip  and 
is  understood  to  have  been  withdrawn  to 
concentrate  on  government  investigation 
in  the  east. 

While  Williams  may  go  to  the  coast  to 
assist  Albert  J.  Law  and  Harold  Collins 
in  the  filing  of  the  proposed  action,  it  is 
learned  Spyros  Skouras  has  been  confer- 
ring with  Arnold  at  the  capitol  in  an 
effort  to  convince  the  latter  that  the  con- 
ciliation committee  set  up  by  FWC  and 
the  ITO  of  Southern  California  is  clear- 
ing all  complaints  against  the  major  cir- 
cuit by  arbitration  with  Charles  Skouras 
personally  sitting  in  on  the  hearings. 

Meanwhile,  independent  anti-trust  suits 
(Continued  on  page  30) 


New  York — With  the  long-expected  ac- 
tion against  the  Schine  circuit  coming  to 
a head  this  week,  industry  attorneys  are 
now  speculating  over  the  government’s 
next  move  in  the  local  area. 

One  of  three  suits  will  be  filed  shortly, 
according  to  downtown  sources  identified 
with  the  department  of  justice,  but  how 
soon  any  of  the  actions  get  under  way  is 
contingent  on  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
government  can  secure  the  necessary  in- 
formation desired  for  its  cases. 

Century  cii'cuit  may  be  the  first  from 
present  indications,  it  is  said.  The  Mobeel 
Amusement  Co.,  which  operates  the  Glen- 
wood in  the  Flatbush  section  of  Brook- 
lyn, as  an  individual  corporation  has 
started  an  action  against  the  circuit  be- 
cause of  the  College’s  clearance  over  the 
smaller  house.  The  government  admits 
it  has  one  or  two  other  complaints  and 
parties  who  have  sent  in  letters  to  Wash- 
ington are  reluctant  to  talk  allegedly,  be- 
cause of  fear  of  reprisals.  However,  now 
that  the  Mobeel  action  has  been  started, 
FBI  men  are  already  checking  into  the 
background  for  information  to  tie  in  with 
the  other  complaints. 

Skouras  Seen  as  Target 

George  Skouras  may  find  his  circuit  the 
chief  defendant  in  the  second  action. 
There  have  been  a “few”  complaints 
against  the  circuit,  a department  of  jus- 
tice agent  reveals  to  Boxoffice,  but  not 
sufficient  to  warrant  an  action  in  court. 
Jack  Fields  of  the  Cameo,  Jersey  City, 
through  Emil  K.  Ellis,  his  attorney,  has 
threatened  an  anti-trust  suit  unless  he 
can  get  his  clearances  adjusted.  Ellis  is 
on  the  coast  now  and  already  has  had 
some  meetings  with  distributor  attorneys 
on  the  matter.  This  case  is  not  expected 
to  reach  the  courts  as  it  is  believed  every 
stone  will  be  turned  to  stave  off  legal 
proceedings,  as  in  the  case  of  Edward  Pes- 
kay  who  complained  bitterly  over  the 
Skouras  protection  in  Port  Chester  over 
the  Pickwick,  Greenwich,  Conn.  Although 
the  latter  situation  has  temporarily  been 
adjusted,  Peskay  finds  the  new  protection 
is  not  working  out  as  he  would  like  it; 
hence,  there  will  be  another  parley  next 
month  in  a further  effort  to  readjust  the 
New  York-Connecticut  boundary  protec- 
tion dispute. 

The  third  circuit  being  investigated  is 
the  Brandt  string.  Department  of  jus- 
tice men  say  they  have  a number  of  com- 
plaints against  Brandt,  but  that  until 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  present  a 
case  no  action  will  be  taken. 
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AND  MORE  ON  TREWAY  FROM  RKO  RADIO. 
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eiNGEII  ROGERS -CIIIIOLE 
LOMGIIRD  - GARY  GRANT 
KArFRANCIS-ANNANEAGLE 
CRARLESLAGGHTON-ANNE 
SRIRLEY' JOHN  WAYNE 
CLAIRE  IREVOR  • RELEN 
VINSON  • RAYiNO  MASSEY 
OAVID  RIVER  ■ CRARIES 


OLIVER -ZASR  PITIS 
R.  R.  WARNER  • GEORGE 
SANDERS-WALIER 
CONNOLLY-VERREE 
TEASDALE-FRANKLIR 
PARGRORN  • RRIAN  ARERNE 
SIR  CEORIC  RAROWICKE 
WALTER  RAMPDEN 
MAOREEN  O’RARA 


GARSOR  KANIN- JOHN 
CROMWELL -RERGERT 
WILCOX -GREGORY  LA  CAVA 
GEORGE  SIEVENS-WILLIAM 
SEITER- WILLIAM  DIETERLE 
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CHARLES  COBURN 
FRANK  ALBERTSON 
E.  E.  CLIVE 

DIRECTED  BY  GARSON  KANIN 
PRODUCED  BY  B.  G.  DeSYLVA 

PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  PRODUCTION 

SCREEN  PLAY  BY  NOR 
STORY  BY  FELIX 


Now  playing  to  peak  midwinter  grosses  in 
first  runs  throughout  the  country! . . . Held 
over  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall  after  a first 
week  that  lifted  it  to  that  coveted  $100,000- 
a-week  class! ...  AS  BIG  AS  THEY  MAKE 
'EM-AND  PRESENT  GROSSES  PROVE  IT! 


L 


^GRIINI 

l^FRAMCIS 


luiiU 

CHARLES  GOBU 
HELEN  VINSON 
KATHARINE 
ALEXANDER 
JONATHAN  HALE 
MAURICE 
MOSGOVICH 

PANDRO  S.  BERMAN 
in  charge  of  production. 
Directed  by  JOHN 
CROMWELL.  Produced  by 
GEORGE  HAIGHT.  Scre“ 
Play  by  Richard  Sherm 


the  biggest  box-office  threesome  of  the  season  ...  all 
in  the  Park  Avenue-flavored  drama  of  a blonde-brunette 
battle  for  the  love  of  a man  worth  fighting  for! ...  A 
BIG-TIME  SHOW  NOW  SET  FOR  PRE-RELEASE  RUNS  IN 


WALTER  HAMPDEN^ 
MAUREEN  O’HARA 
Sir  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE 

cast  of  thousands 


IN  CHARGE  OF 
PRODUCTION 


mighty  novel, 
directed  by 

WILLIAM 

DIETERLE 

“by  special  arrangement 


with  Warner  Bros, 


A.  J.  CRONIN’S  GREATEST  STORY  SINCE  THE  CITADEL 


mm 


BRIAN  AHERNE  ANNE  SHIRLE 


PRODUCED  AND 
DIRECTED  BY 

GEORGE 

.STEVENS 

I 
I 


©ALEXKAHLEt.  ' 


PANDRO  S.  BERMAN 


ANNA  NEAGLE 

u,tik  EDNA  MAY  OLIVER  • GEORGE 
SANDERSMAYROBSON-ZAS 
PITTS  • H.  B.  WARNER  ’ pIcture 

Screenplay  by  Michael  Hogan.  Musical  score  by  Anthony  Collins 


IT’S  MORE  THAN  A BIG 

PICTURE  ■ > it’s  the  screen’s  greatest 

tribute  to  the  glory  of  woman’s  courage 
|and  the  wonder  of  her  unpredictable 
heart! . . It’s  Hollywood’s  newest  note 
in  super  thrillers,  with  England’s  greatest 
actress  in  the  role  that  will  make  her 
one  of  America’s  most  popular  stars! 


Produced  and  directed 
by  HERBERT  WILCOX 


%m  oom  1-^ 


st€i^wta%^ 


GINGER  ROGERG.. 


WALTER  CONNOLLY 'JAMES  ELLISON 
TIM  HOLT • VERREE  TEASOALE 
KATHARINE  ADAMS -FRANKLIN  PANGBORN 

Produced  and  directed  by  GREGORY  LA  CAVA 


PANDRO  S.  BERMAN 

IN  CHARGE  OF 
PRODUCTION 


Streamlined  Cinderella  in  sables!  . . . Joyous  Ginger  in 
the  perfect  role  for  a picture  to  cause  the  ''Ohs’'  and 
i "Ahs”  and  heart-throbs!  What  a set-up  for  the  pro- 
1 ducer-director  who  wrapped  up  your  heart  with  "Stage 
I Door.”  . . . Soon  ready  for  pre  release  runs  everywhere! 


you’ll  get  this  year!  . . . The  screen’s  mighties 
moving  drama  of  pioneers  against  the  wilderness 
. . . It’s  all  excitement,  thrill  and  wonder ...  Out 
doors  on  the  grandest  scale  the  movies  have  eve 
seen!  ...  ONE  OF  THE  BIGGEST  AND  MOS' 
JMPORTANT  PICTURES  ON  RKO  RADIO’S  GREAl 


LIST 


FOR 


939 


40 


HE  GREATEST  ACTION  SPECIA 


a cast  of  thousands  of  settlers,  Indians,  soldiers,  scouts, 
wagon-trainmen  and  backwoods  statesmen  headed  by 

E • CLIE  TREVOII 

GEORGE  SANDERS 

WILLIAM  A. 
SEITER 

PANDRO  S.  BERMAN 

IN  CHARGE  OF  PRODUCTION 

From  the  stirring 
pages  of  the  novel, 
“The  First  Rebel,’’ 
by  Neil  Swanson. 


Directed  by  PICTURES,  INC., 

inUM  PRniUlWn  l HARRYM  GOETZ,  president 
U U n n U n U If  I If  L L L max  Gordon,  vice-president 


THE  AMERICAN  WAY 


MARCH  OF  TIME'S 

THE  RAMPARTS  WE  WATCH 

IVANHOE 


LESLIE  HOWARD  i. 

THE  MAN  WHO  FOUND  HIMSELF 


j a preWf® 


ti 


u 


ih 


GEORGE  STEVENS' PARTS  UNKNOWN 
LAUREL ...  HARDY » THE  FLYING  DEUCES 
TOM  RROWN'S  SCHOOL  DAYS 
JEAN  HERSHOLT.s  DR.  CHRISTIAN 
THE  SWISS  FAMILY  RORINSON 
AFRICAN  INTRIGUE 
THE  DEERSLAYER 

HAROLD  LLOYD'S  CHASING  RAINODWS 
CARY  GRANT  I.  PASSPORT  FOR  LIFE 


WofifesttfeinfiRt 


om 


SIM« 
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genius 


Sptctatui®' 


¥ear 


ptctnre 


one 


maKe 


to 


LITHO  I 


R 5C  O 

TTruRES 
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CHARLES  OOiORN 
FRANK  ALBERTSON 


E.  E.  CLIVE 


DIRECTED  BY  CARSON  KANIN 
PRODUCED  BY  B.  G.  DeSYLVA 
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. «vBllCBSt  • CINCINHATI 

DSTOH  • ^..n<! . HOUSTON  • MDIANAPOUS 

HVTOH  • CINVUAN  ^ ONW A*®  ‘ **®^^** 

OOISVIUE  lOS  httsbomh 

HOOKWH  ATIAHTIC  nT  WASHINGTON 

[.  lOOIS  SANJ^A^^^  ^ M 


EV£ 


If  Mt  ® SAY  BIO  ONES!! 

S VIHAT  BEAN  W 

- - JRKO  RADIO 


Carole  Battles  Kay  for 

Cary. ..and  the  New 
York  Critics  Say: 

“Magnificently  done ...  has  superior  quality . . . 
one  of  the  most  adult  and  enjoyable  pictures  of 
the  season.”  —B.,  N.  Y.  Times 

“A  first-rate  emotional  film  that  will  bring  tears 
to  the  eyes  . . . fine  and  entertaining.”  ^ 

—R.  IV.  D.,  N.  Y.  Herald-Tribune  | 

“A  fully  grown-up  drama  of  love  . . . will  inter- 
est the  women,  for  it  deals  with  their^  problems 
not  only  realistically  but  boldly.”  ^ 

—Bland  Johaneson,  N.Y.  Daily  Mirror 

“Fine  direction  and  splendid  acting.” 

—Kate  Cameron,  N.  Y.  Daily  News 

“Easily  one  of  the  better  bets  for  moviegoers.” 

— B.,  N.  Y.  Journal  & American 

“Realistic,  beautifully  executed  and  fascinating 
. . . absorbing  in  Its  character  studies.” 

—Sidney  B.  Whipple,  N.  Y.  World  Telegram 

“Romantic  drama  with  glittering  cast . . . should 
prove  a profitable  tear-jerker.” 

—Eileen  Creel  man,  N.  Y.  Sun 


_ n 

■=  i 


“Good  . . . glorifies  the  other  woman  . . . yester- 
day’s crowded  houses  seemed  enormously 
pleased.”  — Archer  Winsten,  N.  Y.  Post 


That's  the  kind  we  mean  wheii 


-jist 


- 


'"'W0mm 


Right  on  top  of  *^Bachelor  Mother”... currently 
playing  to  tremendous  business  and  holding 
over  in  theatres  every  where... comes  ^^In  Name 
Only,”  zooming  the  Music  Hall  to  its  biggest 
opening  day  in  three  years  on  any  RKO  Radio 
Picture... and  readying  now  to  hit  pre-release 
key  runs  Coast  to  Coast! 


CHARLES  COBURN  • HELEN  VINSON  * KATHARINE  ALEXANDER 


JONATHAN  HALE  • MAURICE  MOSCOVICH 


PANDRO  S BERMAN  in  charge  of  Production  . Directed  by  John  Cromwell 
Produced  by  George  Haight  . Screen  Play  by  Richard  Sherman 


te  say  BIG  ONES  from  RKO  RADIO! 


ITS  CfflN  IS  BEING  POUNDED,  AT.T.IEII  ADMITS; 
AWAITS  "DER  TAG,"  MEANWHILE  CHECKS  SALES 


Distributors,  "Venal  Trade 
Paper  Editors"  Accused 
Of  Leading  Assault 


Washington — National  Allied  admits  it 
has  been  taking  it  on  the  chin  since  the 
close  of  the  Minneapolis  convention  from 
“distributors,  venal  trade  paper  editors, 
puppet  leaders  taking  their  orders  from 
the  MPPDA  (Hays  association)  and  indi- 
viduals eager  to  wreck  Allied  in  order  to 
curry  favor  with  the  powers  that  be  and 
hoping  that  they  themselves  will  achieve 
the  status  of  the  national  leaders.” 

All  this  and  more  are  contained  in  a 
bulletin  now  in  circulation  among  Allied 
members,  but  not  released  to  trade  papers 
whether  conducted  by  “venal  editors”  or 
not.  Members,  further,  are  provided  an 
explanation  why  the  association  has  been 
taking  it.  “This  abuse  has  been  endured  in 
patience  partly  because  Allied  has  been  too 
busy  with  the  Neely  bill  and  other  pressing 
matters  to  engage  in  controversy  and 
partly  because  it  is  always  advisable  in 
situations  of  this  kind  to  wait  until  the 
attack  has  exhausted  itself  so  that  all 
charges  can  be  answered  at  one  time.  Re- 
cently. a few  men  in  the  field  have  become 
restive  under  the  barrage  and  have  sug- 
gested that  Allied  begin  to  fight  back,” 
the  confidential  bulletin  goes  on. 

Preparing  Rebuttal 

Allied  apparently  is  preparing  its  re- 
buttal. The  preparation  takes  the  form 
of  a series  of  seven  questions,  all  of  them 
dealing  with  selling  conditions.  But  let 
the  bulletin  tell  it: 

“Are  the  distributors  making  good  on  the 
assurances  thus  far  given?  Are  steps  be- 
ing taken  to  circumvent  provisions  of  the 
code  which  may  (or  may  not)  later  be  put 
into  effect? 

“Please  write  this  office  fully  concern- 
ing any  information  you  may  have  on  this 
subject.  You  do  not  need  to  cite  names 
unless  you  want.  The  information  re- 
leased by  this  office  will  be  general  and 
individuals  and  theatres  will  not  be  identi- 
fied. However,  make  sure  that  the  in- 
formation is  accurate.  I especially  want 
information  as  to  whether  distributors — 

“ID — Are  forcing  shorts  either  directly 
or  by  insisting  upon  a contract  for  shorts 
before  discussing  features. 

“(2) — Are  forcing  foreign  pictures,  re- 
issues, westerns  or  foreigns. 

“(3) — Are  insisting  on  increased  flat 
rentals  and/or  increase  in  the  number  of 
percentage  pictures  to  offset  possible  loss 
from  exercise  by  exhibitors  of  the  pro- 
posed cancellation  privilege. 

“(4) — Are  offering  special  inducements 
to  waive  the  cancellation  privilege. 

“(5) — Are  waiving  guarantees  and  sell- 
ing on  straight  percentage  in  order  to  se- 
cure preferred  playing  time. 

“(6) — Are  adding  score  charges  to  flat 


California  Complaints  for  Solo 
Handling,  Not  Through  Code 


Sees  No  Curves 
In  the  Code 

New  York  — Answering  exhibitors 
who  contend  the  code  is  too  legalized, 
William  F.  Rodgers,  distributors'  sub- 
committee chairman,  states: 

“There  ere  no  curves  in  the  code. 
However,  there  is  some  legal  protection 
to  both  sides,  but  every  provision  is  as 
it  was  intended  and  will  be  so  applied 
when  adopted. 

“Anyone  who  has  taken  enough  inter- 
est to  read  the  code  from  beginning  to 
end  knows  the  benefits." 


rentals  or  increasing  film  rentals  to  equal 
the  amount  of  score  charges  formerly  paid 
on  percentage  pictures. 

“(7) — Have  discontinued  national  allo- 
cations thus  retarding  free  use  of  the  can- 
cellation privilege  and  restricting  tne  same 
to  the  lowest  bracket.” 

On  code  action,  the  bulletin  has  this  to 
say: 

“The  following  organizations  have  al- 
ready taken  formal  steps  to  approve  and 
uphold  the  report  to  the  negotiating  com- 
mittee recommending  rejection  of  the 
code:  New  Jersey,  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
Western  Pennsylvania,  Cleveland  Exhibi- 
tors’ Ass’n,  Texas,  Northwest. 

“So  far  as  this  office  is  aware,  no  ex- 
hibitor association  has  as  yet  formally  ap- 
proved the  code.  MPTOA  and  unaffiliated 
organizations  have  for  the  most  part  post- 
poned action  and  in  some  cases  this  was 
tantamount  to  disapproval. 

“The  nearest  approach  to  approval  was 
Harry  Brandt’s  ITOA  which  approved  it 
provided  certain  changes  are  made — what- 
ever that  may  mean. 

“And  Bill  Rodgers  still  talks  about  that 
‘small  minority’.” 

Barbs  at  Rodgers 

Narrowing  its  comment,  the  bulletin 
concludes  with  a couple  of  paragraphs 
dealing  with  the  M-G-M  sales  manager. 
They  follow: 

“Incidentally,  word  comes  from  one  ter- 
ritory that  Metro  salesmen  are  asking  ex- 
hibitors to  write  Mr.  Rodgers  telling  him 
that  he  is  a fine  fellow  and  that  they  ap- 
preciate his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  code. 
Far  be  it  from  us  to  discourage  spon- 
taneous expressions  of  friendship  and  good 
feeling.  The  only  danger  is  that  expres- 
sions concerning  Rodgers’  work  for  the 
code  already  have  been  and  will  be  used 
in  an  attempt  to  show  a division  in  Al- 
lied ranks.  Obviously,  Rodgers  referred  to 
(Continued  on  page  26) 


Los  Angeles — 'The  two  important  con- 
cessions being  sought  by  the  ITO  of  South- 
ern California  and  Arizona  will  be  dealt 
with  individually  by  major  companies  and 
will  not  be  part  of  the  code,  it  is  learned 
by  Boxoffice,  following  a receipt  of  a tele- 
gram from  William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager  for  M-G-M  and  sub-com- 
mittee chairman  for  distributors. 

The  local  independent  exhibitor  group 
is  objecting  to  the  commercialized  previews 
and  first-run  moveovers  and  seeks  eli.mina- 
tion  of  the  practices  via  the  code.  How- 
ever, distributors  view  this  as  a local  con- 
dition and  not  as  part  of  the  national 
trade  practice  problem. 

Rodgers  is  due  to  arrive  from  the  east 
the  week  of  August  21  to  confer  with 
A1  Galston,  president,  and  Robert  Poole, 
business  manager  of  the  ITO,  and  discuss 
the  two  issues  again.  When  Galston  and 
Poole  were  in  New  York  during  the  trade 
practice  conferences  they  took  the  matter 
up  with  Rodgers  and  S.  R.  Kent,  president 
of  20th-Fox,  and  chairman  of  the  main 
distributors’  committee.  Assurances  that 
remedies  would  be  made  were  given  the 
men  at  the  time. 

Principal  objection  to  previews  is  that  all 
the  studios  advertise  them  in  advance, 
which  practice  the  independent  exhibitors 
want  eliminated.  The  exhibitors  do  not 
mind  previews,  if  advertised  as  such. 

In  connection  with  moveovers,  the  con- 
tention of  the  theatre  operators  affected 
is  that  an  independent  exhibitor’s  house 
automatically  becomes  a third  run  where 
he  has  been  operating  on  a second  run, 
and  that  he  is  paying  for  a second  run 
while  under  the  switch  in  the  moveover 
process  his  theatre  is  relegated  to  a third 
run  for  films  so  booked. 

Distributors  hold  each  company  will  have 
to  go  into  the  matter  separately.  Unless 
such  a procedure  is  taken,  they  argue,  it 
would  be  tantamount  to  a concerted  move 
which  may  be  construed  by  some  as  a re- 
straint of  trade. 

Rodgers  to  Coast  to  Study 
ITO  Concession  Demands 

New  York — William  F.  Rodgers,  who 
had  planned  to  leave  for  the  coast  after 
the  Allied  Minneapolis  convention,  intends 
to  depart  Friday,  under  present  plans.  He 
will  visit  the  M-G-M  studios  for  confer- 
ences with  A1  Lichtman  and  also  confer 
with  directors  and  members  of  the  ITO  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona. 

There  are  two  local  concessions  desired 
by  the  coast  exhibitor  group  to  be  dis- 
cussed, one  being  moveovers  and  the  sec- 
ond commercialized  previews.  Rodgers  be- 
lieves he  can  straighten  out  the  two  points. 
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CHARLOTTE — The  Observer,  Mary  B.  Parham. 
CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Eugene  D.  Rich, 
Central  editor.  Telephone  Wabash  4575. 
CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas.  Ky., 
Clara  Hyde.  Telephone  Highland  1657. 
CLEVELAND— 12805  Cedar  Road.  Cleveland 
Heights.  Elsie  Loeb,  Telephone  Falrmount  0046. 
DALLAS — 210  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  South- 
western editor.  Telephone  7-3553. 

DENVER— 319  S.  Clarkson  St..  J.A.  Rose. 

DES  MOINES — 1700  Grand,  Rene  McCluskey. 
DETROIT — 424  Book  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves.  Tele- 
phone Cadillac  9085. 

HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor.  Telephone  GLadstone  1186. 
INDIANAPOLIS — 444  North  Illinois  St.,  Don  R. 
Rossiter. 

KANSAS  CITY— 4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Midwest  editor.  Telephone  CHestnut  7777. 
LITTLE  ROCK — P.  O.  Box  253,  Lynn  Hubbard. 
Telephone  3-0156. 

MEMPHIS — 399  So.  Second  St.,  Carolyne  Miller. 
MILWAUKEE — 210  East  Michigan  St.,  H.  C. 

Brunner.  Telephone  Kilbourn  6070-J. 
MINNEAPOLIS— 507  Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 
NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915,  Gertrude 
Pearson.  Telephone  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS— 1509  Bodenger  Blvd.,  J.  W. 

Leigh.  Telephone  Algiers  1495. 

NEW  YORK  CITY — 9 Rockefeller  Plaza.  William 
Ornstein.  Eastern  editor.  Telephone  Columbus 
5-6370.  5-6371.  5-6372. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — P.  O.  Box  4547,  E.  W.  Fair. 
Telephone  7-1038. 

OMAHA — 4677  Marcy  St.,  Monte  Davis. 
PHILADELPHIA  — 903  Manning  St.,  Joseph 

Shaltz. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies.  R.  F. 

Klingensmith.  Telephone  Atlantic  4858. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — The  News-Telegram,  D.  W. 
Polivka. 

ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 
Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY— 605  Utah  Savings  & Trust 
Bldg..  Viola  B.  Hutton.  Telephone  Hyland  4359. 
SAN  FRANCISCO— 1095  Market  St.,  Nathan  Cohn. 
Telephone  Market  6580. 

SEATTLE — 2321  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone MAin  7716. 

WASHINGTON — 1426  G.  St.,  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY.  ALTA. — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON.  ALTA.— The  Bulletin.  W.  A.  DeGraves. 
HAMILTON,  O. — 20  Holton  Ave.,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
LONDON,  O. — Free  Press,  Chas.  E.  Carruthers. 
MONTREAL.  QUEBEC — 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G.. 

Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGINA,  SASK. — The  Star,  Andy  McDermott. 

ST.  JOHN.  N.  B. — 161  Princess  St.,  D.  Fetherston. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO— 242  Millwood  Road,  Milton 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — 615  Hastings,  C.  P.  Rutty. 
VICTORIA,  B.  C. — 350  Robertson,  Tom  Merriman. 
WINNIPEG,  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkln. 


IMAGINATIVE  and  beautiful  are 
twin  words  to  describe  “The 
Wizard  of  Oz."  As  all  and  sundry 
are  pretty  much  aware,  this  is  the 
film  which  has  had  one  of  the  long- 
est shooting  schedules  in  Metro's 
history.  It  is  also  the  film  which  ran 
to  an  approximate  $3,000,000  in  cost. 

“Oz"  is  far  off  the  beaten  track. 
To  begin  with,  it  is  a fantasy — the 
dream  wish  fulfillment  of  a Kansas 
farm  girl  who  is  conveyed  to  a land 
she  has  conjured  up  in  her  mind,  a 
land  where  she  thinks  she  will  find 
no  troubles  and  a land  which 
teaches  her  that  contentment,  if  it  is 
to  be  found  at  all,  is  most  likely 
waiting  in  her  own  backyard. 

The  very  nature  of  the  familiar 
work  by  L.  Frank  Baum  suggests 
that,  of  all  possible  mediums,  it  is 
the  screen  that  might  do  the  job 
best.  There  can  be  little  argument 
over  the  results.  “Oz"  is  magnificent 
in  point  of  sets,  costuming,  fantastic 
production  conceptions.  It  is  like- 
wise a triumph  for  Technicolor. 

It  is  blessed,  too,  in  music  and  in 
its  homely  and  kindly  philosophy, 
in  its  comedy  touches  and  in  the 
calibre  of  the  performances  of  its 
leading  players.  Judy  Garland,  as 
the  youngster,  is  excellent.  The  fa- 
miliar Straw  Man,  essayed  by  Ray 
Bolger,  the  Tin  Man  of  Jack  Haley, 
the  bombastic  and  friendly  Wizard 
of  Frank  Morgan  and  the  deliciously 
cowardly  Lion  of  Bert  Lahr — all  of 
these  parts  are  drawn  with  expert- 
ness and  emerge  as  a sort  of  rare 
joy  to  behold.  Yet,  of  them  all,  it  is 
Lahr  in  his  grotesque  leonine  outfit 
and  with  his  own  style  of  comedy 
who  leads  the  remainder  of  the  for- 
midable cast  by  a substantial  mar- 
gin. 

Around  the  M-G-M  office,  they 
have  been  comparing  "Oz"  with 
"Snow  White."  The  comparison  is 
inevitable,  for  their  general  pattern 
is  identical.  This,  at  once  and  au- 
tomatically, places  "Oz"  in  the  in- 
frequent presence  of  very  distin- 
guished company. 

Its  future  at  the  boxoffice?  We 
dodge  that  and  we  hope  we  can 
manage  it  gracefully,  but  with  rea- 
son. For  pictures  of  this  kind,  fol- 
lowing little  precedent,  fall  into  the 
division  of  the  unpredictable. 

We  do  know,  however,  that  on  the 
basis  of  merit,  M-G-M's  unusual  ef- 
fort rates  every  possible  support 
from  the  men  who  run  theatres  to 
the  public  in  whose  hands  the  final 


judgment,  as  always,  rests.  That 
much  about  “Oz"  is  incontrovertible. 

Goldwyn  Talks 

Sam  Goldwyn  on  one  side  of  a 
desk  in  his  suite  at  the  Waldorf. 
Your  reporter  on  the  other.  In  any 
Goldwyn  interview,  it  is  the  pro- 
ducer who  does  most  of  the  talking. 
His  observations: 

"Double  features  definitely  are  on 
the  way  out.  It  may  take  time,  but 
it  will  happen  because  it  is,  right  that 
it  should. 

"Double  features  place  a value  on 
mediocre  product  to  which  such  prod- 
uct is  not  entitled.  They  hamper  pro- 
duction and  s,et  up  a place  for  B out- 
put far  beyond  its  worth  or  its  need. 

"You  have  heard  me  say  many 
times  that  fewer  pictures  must  be 
made.  After  all  these  years,  I find  no 
reason  to  change  my  mind.  It  still 
goes  so  far  as,  I am  concerned.  If 
this  means  a change  in  exhibition, 
as  it  operates  today,  must  follow  in 
order  to  give  the  worthwhile  producer 
the  extended  playing  time  to  which, 
by  right,  he  is  entitled,  I see  no  rea- 
son to  view  such  an  outlook  with 
alarm.  On  the  contrary,  exhibitors 
ought  to  be  far-sighted  enough  to 
realize  this  is  about  the  best  thing 
that  could  happen  to  them. 

"You  know,  I could  make  much  more 
money  for  myself  if  I made  a lot  of 
pictures  each  year.  I never  have  done 
it  and  I never  will.  I do  not  propose 
at  any  time  to  undertake  any  picture 
unless  I am  certain  the  picture  has 
something  to  say  dramatically.  By 
that,  I don't  mean  propaganda.  I am 
opposed  to  propaganda  in  pictures. 
The  theatre  is  a place  where  the 
public  goes  for  relaxation.  It  pays 
for  relaxation,  should  get  it  and  not 
be  presented  with  a problem  on  the 
screen  and  the  need  to  attempt  to 
solve  that  problem,  whatever  it  may 
be." 

On  styles  and  cycles: 

"This  seems  to  be  the  day  for  ac- 
tion pictures,  so  called.  Put  a couple 
of  guns  in  the  hands  of  a couple  of 
characters  and  some  think  a picture 
results.  I believe  in  action,  too,  but 
only  when  the  story  under  considera- 
tion properly  calls  for  it. 

"Much  has  been  said  about  styles 
in  pictures.  Nonsense.  Remember  the 
public  doesn't  know  what  it  wants. 

It's  up  to  me,  and  others  like  me,  it's, 
our  job  to  create  styles.  If  they  are 
good  and  well  done,  the  public  will 
go  for  them.  It's  always  been  that 
way.  Why  should  it  change?" 

With  a bow  to  Darryl  Zanuck  for 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  whole- 
sale praise  for  which  Goldwyn  vol- 
untarily offered,  handshakes  and 
goodbyes  followed. 
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It’s  ParatnounPs  Year! 


Judell  Launches  New 
Program  August  14 

Hollywood — Producers  Pictures  Corp. 
launches  production  on  its  60-feature 
schedule  for  1939-40  when  “Tortui’e  Ship,” 
first  in  the  lineup,  goes  before  the  cameras 
on  August  14.  Being  prepared  for  addi- 
tional October  releases  are  “The  Sage- 
brush Family  Ti'ails  West,”  ‘‘Hitler — Beast 
of  Berlin,”  ‘‘Wanted  for  Murder,”  and  ‘‘The 
Man  From  Oklahoma.” 

The  schedule  will  include  nine  ‘‘Four 
Star  Specials,”  four  melodramas  based  on 
Jack  London  stories;  eight  ‘‘Tales  of  Billy 
the  Kid”  westerns,  featuring  George  Hous- 
ton; 23  action,  mystery  and  horror  melo- 
dramas; eight  ‘‘frontier  marshal”  westerns 
starring  Tim  McCoy;  and  eight  of  the 
‘‘Sagebrush  Family”  series,  which  will  fea- 
ture 13-year-old  Bobby  Clark,  champion 
junior  cowboy. 

The  ‘‘Four-Star  Specials”  include,  ‘‘Hit- 
ler— Beast  of  Berlin,”  ‘‘End  of  the  Road,” 
“Dope,”  “Youth  on  Tidal,”  “Sins  of  the 
Parents,”  “Brigham  Young — Utah  Miracle 
Man,”  “Gold  Star  Mothers,”  and  “20,000 
Leagues  Under  the  Sea”  and  “Tlie  Myste- 
rious Island,”  both  from  the  stories  by 
Jules  Verne. 

Based  on  the  Jack  London  stories  will  be 
“Torture  Ship,”  “Wolf  Dog  of  the  North,” 
and  two  others  to  be  announced. 

The  23  action,  mystery  and  horror  melo- 
dramas: “Wanted  for  Mui’der,”  “Arson 
Squad,”  “Tlie  Devil  Bat,”  “Police  Woman,” 
“Chinatown  Patrol,”  “Air  Base  Murders,” 
“Queen  of  the  Underworld,”  “The,  Mon- 
ster’s Bride,”  “Rescue  Ship,”  “Shanghai 
Passage,”  “Radio  Police,”  “Special  Duty,” 
“Mystery  Express,”  “Voice  of  the  Dead,” 
“Chain  Gang,”  “Murder  on  Parole,”  “Mercy 
Plane,”  “Gorilla  at  Large,”  “Calling  All 
Leathernecks,”  “Buried  Alive,”  “Hot  Car- 
go,” “The  Fighting  Marines,”  and  “Fire 
Fighters.” 

Central  and  Western  UA 
Divisions  Top  Drive 

New  York — First  prize  to  the  leading 
district  manager  in  the  UA’s  20th  anni- 
versary sales  drive  is  divided  between  Bert 
Steam  of  the  central  district  and  Ben  Fish 
of  the  far  west  district,  who  finished  in 
a dead  heat. 

James  Hendel,  Cincinnati,  nabs  honors 
as  the  leading  salesman  in  the  eastern 
division.  A similar  award  goes  to  F.  M. 
Higgins  of  Seattle  as  leading  salesman  in 
the  western  division. 

Guy  Navarre,  Seattle,  gets  the  prize  for 
the  manager  of  the  leading  branch  in  the 
western  division.  Eastern  honors  go  to  D. 
Griesdorf,  Winnipeg. 

Each  employe  of  the  San  Francisco  ex- 
change will  receive  a prize  for  exceeding 
by  the  widest  margin  its  played  and  earned 
quota  during  the  drive. 

A prize  goes  to  each  of  the  following 
bookers  of  the  leading  branches  in  each 
district:  Ray  Curran,  St.  Louis;  Elmer 
McKinley,  Washington;  Jerry  Reid,  Win- 
nipeg; Roy  Sachs,  Dallas;  Harold  Hardin, 
Seattle,  and  David  Brown,  Pittsburgh. 

Prizes  for  the  drive  which  ended  July  1, 
consisted  of  cash  awards. 


Another  Goldvryn 
For  UA 

New  York — UA  is  to  get  at  least  one 
more  from  Samuel  Goldwyn  for  1939- 
40.  It  will  be  "Raffles''  starring  David 
Niven  with  Olivia  De  Havilland  in  the 
support.  Sam  Wood  will  direct. 

This  represents  the  first  simon-pure 
Goldwyn  specifically  declared  for  the 
new  season.  While  "They  Shall  Have 
Music"  and  "The  Real  Glory"  appear 
on  the  distributor's  forthcoming  sche- 
dule, actually  Goldwyn  announced 
them  for  1938-39.  While  they  were  not 
dehvered,  UA,  nevertheless,  sold  ap- 
proximately 8,000  domestic  accounts  on 
each. 

Warner-FWC  Breach 
Healing  Gradually 

New  York  — The  Warner-Fox  West 
Coast  breach  has  not  been  exactly  healed, 
but  the  recovery  process  is  working  and  is 
expected  to  take  form  in  a three-year 
deal  whereby  FWC  will  play  Warner  prod- 
uct over  the  circuit  with  the  exception  of 
the  accounts  already  sold  away. 

An  understanding  has  been  reached,  but 
no  contracts  have  been  signed.  As  a mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  will  take  months  before  any 
master  agreement  is  in  shape  for  signa- 
tures by  either  party.  It  is  further  re- 
ported each  FWC  situation  will  be  worked 
out  on  the  basis  of  an  individual  deal, 
thereby  entailing  vast  detail  which  both 
parties  appreciate  will  require  consider- 
able time  to  straighten  out  in  terms  of 
mutual  satisfaction. 

Eighteen  Metro  Features 
In  Exploitation  Contest 

New  York — Approximately  18  pictures 
will  be  released  during  the  period  of 
M-G-M’s  $10,000  exploitation  contest  for 
independent  exhibitors  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Exhibitors  may  sub- 
mit campaigns  on  one  or  more  of  these 
pictures  released  by  the  company  between 
September  1 and  January  1,  1940.  Although 
a current  release,  “The  Wizard  of  Oz” 
will  be  eligible. 

Identical  prizes  will  go  to  first  run  and 
subsequent  run  exhibitors,  with  first  place 
in  each  category  winning  $2,500;  second, 
$750  and  third,  $500.  There  also  will  be 
100  additional  prizes  of  $25  each  for  run- 
ners-up in  both  sections.  The  contest 
closes  March  1,  1940. 


Negotiating  New  Lease 

New  York — George  Skouras  is  negotiat- 
ing a renewal  of  the  Beacon  lease  with 
the  bondholders’  committee.  The  current 
lease  expires  next  month. 


Makes  Columbia  Tours 

New  York — Andre  de  LaVarre,  world- 
traveler  and  well-known  cameraman,  will 
produce  six  Columbia  Tours  for  release 
the  1939-40  season. 


Lawyers  0.  K.  Code; 
Majors  Are  Ready 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
ing.  There  is  also  the  lingering  suspicion 
in  the  minds  of  many  that  the  actual 
placing  of  the  code  into  effect  is  being  de- 
layed until  the  selling  season  is  well  along, 
because  so  many  of  the  proposals  apply 
to  the  sales  negotiations  rather  than  to 
the  completed  exhibition  contract.” 

The  MPTOA  head  reiterates  his  former 
stand  of  not  playing  politics,  adding,  “we 
have  worked  for  almost  four  years  stead- 
ily and  consistently  to  get  the  best  sort 
of  a code  possible  for  the  benefit  of  all 
independent  exhibitors.  It  is  significant 
that  none  of  the  trade  proposals  presented 
by  us  was  of  any  benefit  to  the  affiliated 
circuits,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
general  idea  of  bringing  some  semblance 
of  order  and  goodwill  into  the  business. 
On  the  contrary,  several  of  our  own  pro- 
posals would  tie  their  hands  in  certain  re- 
spects, for  the  benefit  of  independent  com- 
petitors. But  several  other  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations have  just  worked  as  honestly 
and  earnestly  to  get  a practical  trade 
practice  program  adopted.  And  we  are 
more  than  glad  to  cooperate  with  them, 
just  so  we  can  get  something  done  on  the 
matter.” 

Kuykendall  then  goes  on  to  say  that  ac- 
ceptance or  rejection  should  be  based  on 
hard-headed  business  sense. 


Allied  Blasts  the  Code; 
"Bad  Faith"  Charged 


(Continued  from  page  22) 
these  letters  in  a recent  speech  when  he 
said,  in  effect,  that  he  had  received  let- 
ters v/hich  convinced  him  that  the  rank 
and  file  were  not  in  sympathy  with  Al- 
lied’s stand. 

“If  your  members  feel  that  they  want  to 
accommodate  Metro  salesmen  by  writing 
such  letters,  why  not  just  say 

“Dear  Bill: 

“You  are  a fine  fellow. 

“Yours  very  truly.” 

In  one  of  the  most  extensive  bulletins 
it  has  ever  issued.  Allied,  on  August  8,  re- 
viewed the  entire  code  situation  from  its 
point  of  view,  charging  distributors  with 
bad  faith.  “Allied  has  not  been  opposed 
to  a code  which  would  make  presently 
available  to  members  some  of  the  benefits 
which  they  hoped  to  reap  from  the  govern- 
ment suit  and  the  Neely  Bill,”  the  bulletin 
states,  “providing  that  acceptance  thereof 
did  not  involve  or  imply  that  such  mod- 
erate concessions  were  all  that  exhibitors 
needed  or  desired.  From  the  reception 
given  by  distributors  to  Allied’s  proposals 
and  the  intemperate  utterances  of  Messrs. 
Rodgers  and  Kent,  it  is  easy  to  discern 
the  policies  and  attitudes  of  major  com- 
panies. 

“Pending  and  prospective  proceedings 
by  the  United  States  government  are  re- 
garded with  contempt.  In  the  meantime, 
the  only  concern  of  distributors  appears 
to  be  to  run  exhibitors  into  a corner, 
silence  the  ‘agitators’  and  proceed  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  monopolistic  priv- 
ileges.” 
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THE 


STORY 


GAZINE 


Full-color  ad  in  This  Week  Magazine,  with  a circulation  of  six  million,  will 
hit  every  important  newspaper  in  the  country.  Here  is  real  direct -to -the - 
consumer  merchandising,  backed  up  by  all  the  resources  of  the  magazine. 


With  a circulation  of  fifteen  million,  blanketing  the  country  to  the  benefit  of 
every  exhibitor. 


'‘ii 


AGAZINES 


Including:  Modern  Screen,  Screenland,  Silver  Screen,  Screen  Romances,  Holly- 
wood Magazine,  Screen  Book,  Motion  Picture  Magazine,  Movie  Story  Magazine, 
Movie  Mirror,  Photoplay,  Picture  Play,  Modern  Movie,  Movie  Life,  Personal 
Romances,  Screen  Guide. 


EWSPAPER  ADS 


Spotted  in  key  cities  and  carefully  planned  to  benefit  every  type  of  theatre. 


A full-page  ad  in  this  important  medium,  with  a circulation  that  hits  every 
part  of  the  country. 


BOY  BROADCAST 


One  of  the  most  popular  programs  on  the  air  will  dedicate  its  program  on 
Monday,  September  fourth,  to  "GOLDEN  BOY"  with  one  of  the  most  unusual 
presentations  ever  conceived  for  a radio  show. 


BARBARA 


starring 

ADOLPHE 


STANWYCK  MENJOUi 

A ROUBEN  MAMOULIAN  PRODUCTION  • Produced  by  WILLIAM  PERLBERG 

Screen  play  by  Lewis  Meltzer,  Daniel  Taradash,  Sarah  Y.  Mason,  Victor  Heerman 

Based  upon  the  Group  Theatre  play  by  CLIFFORD  ODETS 


P»  VTEO  ih  U.  S.  A 


INDUSTRY  PARLEYS  WITH  HOPKINS  SEEN  AS 
NO  DETERRENT  TO  GOV'T  TRUST  SUIT  POLICY 


Industry's  "Lowest  Ebb  in 
Capital"  Termed  Due  to 
Lawyers'  "Bad  Advice" 

New  York — Intensive  efforts  on  the  part 
of  industry  leaders  to  ease  the  blow  of  the 
government’s  anti-trust  suit  by  courting 
the  department  of  commerce  notwithstand- 
ing, the  action  will  be  pressed  to  a final 
determination.  Furthermore,  there  will  be 
no  respite  from  the  frequency  with  which 
exhibitors  are  filing  conspiracy  litigation 
or  the  freely  predicted  wave  of  actions  on 
the  part  of  the  department  of  justice. 

These  observations,  according  to  in- 
formed sources,  are  directly  attributable  to 
“bad  advice  from  the  lawyers”  and  asser- 
tions that  “the  industry  is  at  its  lowest 
ebb  in  Washington.” 

There  appears  to  be  imanimity  in  the 
opinion  that  the  report  prepared  by  ma- 
jor companies  for  the  department  of  com- 
merce, as  a result  of  recent  meetings  be- 
tween department  officials  and  company 
heads,  is  hopefully  designed  to  remove  the 
sting  from  the  government  suit.  A closely 
held  interpretation  is  that  exhaustive  com- 
pilations contained  in  the  report  should 
prove  many  of  the  allegations  against  dis- 
tributors to  be  without  foundation,  thus 
paving  the  way  for  their  abandonment  or 
easement. 

Cite  Report  Premise 

For  example,  a prime  premise  of  the 
report,  according  to  those  who  have  work- 
ed on  it,  is  to  show  that  domestic  revenue 
barely  covers  the  negative  cost  of  pictures; 
that  the  first  profits  come  from  foreign 
markets  and  that  these  are  fast  dwindling. 
“Therefore,”  goes  a private  opinion,  “if 
the  companies  prove  with  figures  they  are 
not  the  racketeers  they  have  been  made 
out  to  be,  perhaps  the  commerce  depart- 
ment can  convince  Thurman  Arnold  that 
he’s  barking  up  the  wrong  tree.” 

A paradox  of  this  opinion  is  that  the 
very  necessity  for  the  report,  per  se,  is  the 
result  of  “bad  advice”  from  company  law- 
yers to  their  superiors,  according  to 
sources  that  ought  to  know. 

Rap  Legal  Lights 

“The  lawyers  are  having  a three-ring 
circus  and  have  been  for  the  past  few 
years,”  goes  an  observation  from  an  exec- 
utive. ‘"They  convinced  their  respective 
companies  that  all  legal  actions  should  be 
handled  as  they  saw  fit,  which  may  or 
may  not  have  been  the  proper  approach. 
They  said  they  would  make  their  own  de- 
cisions, especially  in  contractual  matters, 
without  consulting  other  companies  so  that 
there  would  be  evidence  of  conspiracy. 
Well,  all  I know  is  that  when  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  got  busy  they  found  plenty 
of  evidence  purporting  to  show  that  the 
lawyers  got  together  among  themselves, 
anyhow.  And  that’s  what  is  disturbing 
their  superiors  now. 

“You  know,  there  is  a limit  to  the  legal 


expense  any  company  can  stand.  It  is 
costing  all  of  them  millions  of  dollars  a 
year.  Whatever  the  cost  was  last  year  it 
will  surely  be  doubled  this  year,  with  anti- 
trust suits  coming  through  at  the  rate  of 
about  three  a week.  This  cost  is  the  dead- 
liest of  all.  It  is  purely  non-productive. 
But  just  as  long  as  the  lawyers  have  the 
power  to  sway  their  superioi-s  they  are 
going  to  have  their  three-ring  circus.  That’s 
why  I think  the  government  suit  is  going 
to  trial. 

“The  irony  of  it  is  that,  while  the  heads 
of  all  companies  are  trying  to  convince 
Arnold  through  the  department  of  com- 
merce that  he  hasn’t  a right  to  all  those 
things,  the  lawyers  in  these  same  com- 
panies are  entering  the  denials.” 

Irony  Is  Sighted 

The  frequency  with  which  anti-trust 
suits  are  being  filed,  and  will  so  con- 
tinue, according  to  observers,  also  is  laid 
at  the  lawyers’  doorstep,  correctly  or  un- 
fairly. This  reasoning  stems  from  the 
correspondence  said  to  accompany  most  of 
the  complaints  to  the  department  of  jus- 
tice, which  an  informant  claims  to  have 
seen,  and  which  states  that  company  at- 
torneys seldom  take  the  attitude  that  any 


Chicago — Louis  B.  Mayer,  through  Chi- 
cago en  route  to  New  York,  was  all  opti- 
mism as  he  stepped  off  the  Santa  Fe  Chief 
to  take  a short  stroll  between  trains. 
“We’ve  got  some  great  pictures  coming,” 
said  the  M-G-M  studio  chief,  by  way  of 
explaining  that  Leo  the  Lion  hopes  to  lead 
the  parade  in  fall  product. 

Asked  about  “Gone  With  the  Wind,” 
most  of  the  rushes  of  which  he  has  al- 
ready seen,  Mayer’s  comment  was  a mys- 
terious, “Ah-h-h,”  with  a glint  in  his  eye 
implying  Metro  has  another  boxoffice  suc- 
cess in  the  can.  He  talked  of  “Northwest 
Passage,”  “Wizard  of  Oz,”  “The  Women,” 
and  others,  but,  was  particularly  enthu- 
siastic about  “Babes  in  Arms.” 

Actually,  he  appears  to  feel  that  “Babes 
in  Arms”  will  be  M-G-M’s  top  film  of  the 
first  part  of  the  season,  describing  it  as  a 
picture  that  “is  positively  going  to  be  a 
sensation.” 

As  most  executives  have  said  as  they 
passed  through  here  recently,  Mayer  looks 
for  a quick  upturn  after  the  summer 
slump  and  said  that  business  in  the  fall 
should  be  much  better  than  usual. 


Mayer  Withdraws  Racing 
Stable  From  Coast 

New  York — Dissatisfaction  over  the 
weights  assigned  to  his  horses  and  other 
actions  of  tracks  in  California  have  caused 


No  Letup  Seen  in  Flood 
Of  Individual  Actions 
Throughout  Country 

exhibitor  “has  any  rights.” 

Tliat  the  industry  is  “at  its  lowest  ebb 
in  Washington”  seems  to  be  accounted  for 
in  the  correspondence  that  reaches  con- 
gressmen when  anti-trust  suits  are  filed 
or  when  an  exhibitor  seeks  to  have  his 
representative  intervene  in  an  effort  to  get 
him  some  relief. 

These  letters  invariably  point  out,  it  is 
said,  that  there  is  not  a single  agency 
in  the  industry  from  or  through  which  an 
exhibitor  “can  get  help;”  that  there  “is  no 
justice  in  the  motion  picture  industry,” 
and  “you  must  help  us.” 


Chicago  Deposition  Due 

Chicago — Plaintiff  counsel  was  sched- 
uled to  start  the  deposition  Friday  of  Sam 
Myers,  co-defendant  with  B&K  and  major 
distributors  in  the  Frank  Ford  anti-trust 
suit.  The  action  has  been  delayed  twice. 


Louis  B.  Mayer  to  withdraw  his  racing 
stable  from  competition  in  that  state  and 
confine  his  activities  to  the  eastern  states 
and  Florida. 

Mayer,  who  has  spent  $300,000  in  the 
past  year  acquiring  a racing  stable,  now  is 
in  Saratoga.  Breeding  activities  will  be 
transferred  to  the  Kentucky  bluegrass,  on 
the  Claiborne  Farm  of  Col.  Arthur  B. 
Hancock,  near  Paris. 


Mayer  Comes  Into  the  East, 
Brimful  With  High  Optimism 
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This  Is  How  Atlas  Would  Do  It 


New  York — Highlights  0/  the  underwriting  plan  drawn  up  for  RKO  by  the  Atlas 
Corporation , as  outlined  in  a letter  to  the  company  from  Floyd  B.  Odium  of  Atlas,  and 
approved  for  the  corporation  by  William  Mallard,  its  secretary. 


RKO  Financing  Plan 
Seemingly  in  Clear 

New  York — With  the  presentation  of 
the  RKO  underwriting  agreement  to  Fed- 
eral Judge  William  O.  Bondy,  the  Atlas 
Corporation,  proponents  of  the  plan  of  re- 
organization find  almost  a complete  ap- 
proval of  their  suggestions. 

The  agreement  proposed  by  Floyd  B. 
Odium  had  been  presented  to  the  RKO 
board  on  two  successive  days  and  was 
passed  unanimously.  Three  directors,  how- 
ever, were  not  present.  They  were  George 
J.  Schaefer,  Ned  E.  Depinet  and  Conde 
Nast.  All  the  others  thought  the  agree- 
ment fair  and  the  best  that  could  be  se- 
cured. 

At  the  hearing  before  Judge  Bondy, 
Hamilton  C.  Rickaby  placed  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  a director  of  RKO  and  Odium’s 
representative,  on  the  stand  to  testify  as 
to  how  the  figure  of  $4  had  been  arrived 
at. 

It  was  the  contention  of  Rathvon  that, 
after  an  examination  of  the  market  and 
discussions  with  independent  bankers,  the 
figure  of  $4  a share  was  the  highest  sug- 
gested with  the  average  running  almost 
$1  less.  That  figure  was  submitted  to  Mr. 
Odium,  who,  while  he  considered  it  high, 
accepted  it. 

This  statement  was  backed  up  by  Frede- 
rick L.  Ehrman,  investment  banker  of 
Lehman  Brothers  and  another  RKO  di- 
rector. Others  who  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
agreement  were  Carlos  Israels,  represent- 
ing unsecured  creditors,  and  George  L. 
Schein,  of  the  Stockholders’  Protective 
Committee. 

The  one  dissentor  was  Nathan  Rosen- 
berg, appealing  creditor,  who  claimed  the 
agreement  was  a “subterfuge”  whereby 
Atlas  would  make  over  $2,000,000  more  on 
RKO  stock.  Rosenberg  asserted  the  stock 
should  be  purchased  by  Atlas  for  a price 
of  $10  a share. 

Judge  Bondy  suggested  that  Rosenberg 
bring  in  an  underwriter  who  would  pay 
more  and  thus  earn  the  gratitude  of  the 
court.  He  then  assured  the  attorney  that 
it  was  up  to  him  to  decide  whether  the 
figure  of  $4  a share  was  fair  or  not.  Odium 
has  agreed,  declared  the  judge,  to  accept 
whatever  figure  the  court  decides  is  fair 
even  if  it  is  $5,  $10,  or  $20  a share.  “Is 
that  not  so,  Mr.  Rickaby?”  the  judge  in- 
quired. “That’s  what  he  said  your  honor,” 
declared  the  Atlas  attorney  in  such  a sour 
tone  that  a wave  of  laughter  swept  the 
courtroom. 

Judge  Bondy  refused  to  consider  the 
agreement  on  the  spot,  but  ordered  that 
all  creditors  who  wished  to  object  were  to 
have  five  days  in  which  to  indicate  as 
much  and  postponed  consideration  of  the 
agreement  until  that  time  elapsed.  • 


Republic-Griiiith  Deal 

New  York — Republic  has  closed  a one- 
year  deal  with  the  Griffith  circuits  oper- 
ating in  42  Oklahoma  towns  and  35  Texas 
cities,  according  to  James  R.  Grainger. 
Horace  Falls  represented  the  circuits  while 
William  Underwood,  Texas  franchise  hold- 
er; Sol  Davis,  Oklahoma  franchise  holder; 
and  Claire  Hilgers,  southern  district  man- 
ager, acted  for  Republic. 


“The  plan  of  reorganization  of  RKO 
provides  as  follows:  To  provide  RKO  with 
additional  cash  in  the  amount  of  $1,500,- 
000,  a sufficient  number  of  shares  of  new 
common  stock  of  RKO  wiU  be  offered  for 
sale  at  a price  per  share  which  shall  be 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  court,  to  the 
holders  of  unsecured  allowed  claims  and 
to  Rockefeller  Center,  Inc.  Such  creditors 
shall  be  entitled  to  subscribe  substantially 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  allotted 
claims,  but  such  right  will  be  limited  to 
a period  not  exceeding  30  days  after  said 
new  common  stock  is  available  for  distri- 
bution. Such  amount  of  new  cash  so  to 
be  provided  may  be  increased  or  decreased 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  court.  Atlas 
Corporation  undertakes  to  underwrite  or 
procure  a responsible  imderwriting  of  the 
purchase  of  said  shares  to  the  extent 
necessary  to  produce  $1,500,000  at  a price 
per  share  and  upon  terms  to  be  proposed 
by  it  at  the  time  of  such  underwriting, 
which  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  court.  This  plan  shall  not  be  con- 
summated until  an  agreement  providing 
for  such  underwriting  has  been  approved 
by  the  court. 

375,000  Non-Assessable  Common 

“After  further  discussion  with  your  di- 
rectors, Atlas  Corporation  now  under- 
stands that,  pursuant  to  said  plan  of  re- 
organization, you  propose  to  offer  375,000 
shares  of  full  paid  non-assessable  com- 
mon stock  to  the  holders  of  unsecured  al- 
lowed claims  and  to  Rockefeller  Center, 
Inc.,  all  at  a price  of  $4  per  share.  Upon 
the  basis  of  the  foregoing,  you  agree  with 
us  as  follows: 

“1.  On  or  before  the  29th  of  August, 
1939,  you  will  make  the  offer  to  such 
creditors  and  to  Rockefeller  Center  de- 
scribed in  the  preceding  paragraphs  of  this 
letter.  The  right  of  the  creditors  and  of 
Rockefeller  Center  to  subscribe  to  the 
stock  shall  be  evidenced  by  transferrable 
subscription  warrants,  exercisable  at  or 
before  the  close  of  business  on  the  20th 
day  following  said  date.  You  will  give  us 
as  promptly  as  possible  and,  in  any  event, 
within  two  business  days  after  the  expira- 
tion date  of  the  subscription  warrants, 


Government  to  File  All 
Industry  Suits  by  Oct.  1 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
continue  to  be  filed  without  government 
assistance.  The  latest  is  that  of  Midwest 
Theatre  Co.,  headed  by  Ray  Schreiber, 
against  Co-Operative  Theatres  of  Michi- 
gan, a buying  and  booking  combine,  charg- 
ing monopoly  and  seeking  $200,000  in  dam- 
ages. The  plaintiff  operates  five  houses 
and  alleges  the  defendant  has  tended  to 
close  the  competitive  market  insofar  as  it 
is  concerned. 

Considerable  interest  in  distributor  legal 
circles  centers  about  the  government’s  an- 
nounced plans  for  a batch  of  new  suits. 


notice  in  writing  of  the  number  of  shares 
of  unsubscribed  stock. 

“2.  Subject  to  the  terms  of  this  agree- 
ment, you  agree  to  sell  to  Atlas  Corpora- 
tion and  Atlas  Corporation  agrees  to  pur- 
chase at  $4  per  share  the  unsubscribed 
stock. 

“3.  Atlas  Corporation  will  specify  a date 
not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  seven 
business  days  after  the  date  on  which  you 
notify  of  the  amount  of  the  unsubscribed 
stock  as  the  date  for  the  delivery  of  the 
unsubscribed  stock  against  payment  there- 
for to  you  by  cashier  or  certified  check  in 
New  York  Clearing  House  funds.  Delivery 
of  and  payment  for  the  unsubscribed  stock 
shall  be  at  the  office  of  Atlas  Corpora- 
tion, 1 Exchange  Place,  Jersey  City,  at  11 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon.  Certificates  for 
the  unsubscribed  stock  shall  be  delivered  in 
such  names  and  denominations  as  shall  be 
requested  at  least  one  full  business  day 
before  the  delivery  date  by  Atlas  Corpora- 
tion. 

“4.  We  may  at  our  discretion  by  notice 
to  you  terminate  this  agreement  if  the 
offer  described  in  Paragraph  1 shall  not 
be  made  on  or  before  the  date  therein 
specified  or  if  prior  to  the  date  of  your 
making  the  offer  described  in  Paragraph 
1 (a)  a war  in  Europe  shall  be  commenced 
or  shall  seem  so  imminent  that  there 
shall  have  occurred  a general  severe  de- 
pression in  the  market  value  of  securities; 
(b)  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  shall 
be  closed  for  trading  on  a day  or  days  on 
which  it  would  usually  be  opened;  (c)  a 
substantial  loss  to  RKO  or  any  of  its  sub- 
sidiaries shall  have  been  sustained  by  fire 
or  other  calamity  which,  in  our  judgment, 
would  materially  and  adversely  affect 
your  business  and  earnings  on  a consoli- 
dated basis.  The  termination  of  this 
agreement  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  paragraph  shall  be  with- 
out liability  or  obligation  on  our  part  or 
on  yours. 

“5.  We  shall  be  adequately  compensated 
for  our  commitment  hereunder  either  in 
cash  or  in  shares  of  your  common  stock, 
or  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  shares.  Such 
compensation  to  be  fixed  by  the  court  and 
awarded  to  us  either  separately  or  as  part 
of  the  general  award  and  when  the  court 
determines  our  award  for  services  ren- 
dered in  connection  with  the  reorganiza- 
tion proceedings  and  the  plan. 

“6.  So  that  your  company  may  have 
$1,000,000  of  cash  on  hand  after  payment 
of  costs  and  expenses  of  said  reorganiza- 
tion proceedings,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
awarded  to  Atlas  Corporation,  we  agree 
that,  to  the  extent  necessary  to  leave  you 
in  that  position,  compensation  for  our 
services  and  reimbursement  for  our  ex- 
penses may  be  awarded  to  us  in  stock  or 
option  warrants  of  your  company  in  lieu 
of  cash  on  such  basis  and  in  such  amount 
as  the  court  may  fix.  This  agreement  is 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  court  in  the 
reorganization  proceedings  above  men- 
tioned and  shall  not  bind  either  party  un- 
less so  approved.” 
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STANLEY  AND 
LIVINGSTONE 
ROXY  RECORDS! 


I 

I 


★ OPENING  day  of  world  premiere  grossed  more  than 
four  times  the  business  of  ‘"Kentucky”! 

★ WEEK-END  topped  every  20th  hit  but  two  in  entire 
Roxy  history. . . despite  unparalleled  exodus  of  people 
from  city's  heat! 

★ ATTENDANCE  over  week-end  greater  than  any  other 
theatre  in  New  York  City. 

★ AUDIENCE  reaction  enthusiastic  beyond  precedent, 
reports  theatre  management! 


★ 


SMASH  PACE  continues  unabated  into  2nd  RECORD 
WEEK!  j 


THE  KEYSTONE  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


Industry  Slides  by 
Congress  Unhurt 


Lashes  Out  at  New  York  Censors 

New  York — Taking  further  pokes  at  the  New  York  censor  board,  the  "Daily 
News"  editorially  turns  to  the  board's  rejection  of  "Harvest"  as  its  reason  for  an- 
other blast  at  "this  censorship  business"  which  the  editorialist  finds  "grows  more 
and  more  ridiculous  in  New  York  state. 

"Harvest"  is  a French-made  film  barred  as  "immoral  and  tending  to  corrupt 
public  morals."  The  "News"  describes  it  as  "an  epic  of  French  peasant  life"  and 
concludes  "there  is  about  as  much  sex  in  such  a theme  as  there  is  in  a depart- 
ment of  commerce  report  on  the  state  of  American  foreign  trade  for  the  month  ended 
March  15,  1939. 

"But  it  appears  that,  though  the  peasant  hero  of  'Harvest'  keeps  speaking  of 
the  heroine  as  'my  wife,'  there  is  no  scene  in  the  picture  showing  them  actually  get- 
ting married.  So  the  board  of  censors  concludes  that  they  are  living  in  sin  and 
that  for  New  Yorkers  to  see  such  a picture  will  corrupt  a lot  of  morals  all  the  way 
from  Staten  Island  to  Ogdensburg." 

Then  the  "News"  remarks.  "As  the  old  phrase  goes,  good  grief!  Do  we  have  to 
see  a picture  of  a marriage  certificate  every  time  a movie  shows  some  man  and 
some  woman  acting  as  a husband  and  a wife?  Do  we  have  to  look  at  a birth 
certificate  to  prove  that  every  child  actor  or  actress  taking  part  in  a movie  is  not 
portraying  a little  illegitimate?  . . . We  hope  the  next  legislature  will  seriously  en- 
tertain a proposal  simply  to  abolish  the  state  board  of  censors." 

In  its  review  of  the  film,  BOXOFFICE  said,  in  part,  "It  is  difficult  to  see  why  this 
French  importation  ran  afoul  of  the  New  York  censors.  It  is  an  adult  picture,  simple 
and  austere,  and  devoid  of  any  suggestiveness  whatsoever." 

Eastern  Production  Code  Administration,  operating  out  of  the  Hays  office,  de- 
clares "Harvest"  has  not  been  seen  as  yet. 

Columnist  Finds  Hollywoodite 
Who  Sees  a Rebirth  Via  Neely 


Washington — Sixteen  measures  dealing 
with  motion  pictures  were  introduced  dur- 
ing the  session  of  Congress  just  ended; 
none  was  enacted  and  two  were  passed 
by  the  Senate  but  failed  to  receive  con- 
sideration in  the  House.  Fourteen  were  in- 
troduced, referred  to  committees  and  for- 
gotten. 

The  motion  picture  score  of  the  session 
was  on  a par  with  that  normally  i-egistered, 
and  occasioned  no  surprise  in  either  politi- 
cal or  administration  circles  in  Washington. 

The  industry,  however,  was  covered  by 
some  of  the  general  legislation  enacted, 
as,  for  instance,  the  revenue  bill  which 
extended  the  life  of  the  federal  admission 
tax. 

The  Neely  bill  to  prohibit  block  booking 
was  the  subject  of  hearings  before  a 
subcommittee  of  the  Senate  interstate  com- 
merce committee  from  April  3 to  17,  was 
reported  by  that  committee  June  1 and 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  July  17.  The 
scene  of  action  next  year  will  be  the 
House,  where  the  bill  now  is  in  the  custody 
of  the  interstate  and  foreign  commerce 
committee. 

No  new  issues  were  raised  by  any  of  the 
legislation  introduced  during  the  session, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  list  of 
measures  submitted: 

H.R.  145  (January  3)  to  prohibit  block 
booking,  by  Representative  Edmiston 
(Dem.,  W.  Va.). 

H.R.  244  (January  3)  to  prohibit  block 
booking,  by  Representative  Culkin  (Rep., 
N.  Y.). 

H.R.  250  (January  3)  to  create  a federal 
film  commission,  by  Representative  Culkin 
(Rep.,  N.  Y.). 

H.R.  926  (January  3)  to  amend  the  copy- 
right law,  by  Representative  Daley  (de- 
ceased) (Dem.,  Pa.). 

S.  280  (January  4)  to  prohibit  block 
booking,  by  Senator  Neely  (Dem.,  W.  Va.) . 

H.R.  1651  (January  4)  to  ban  the  en- 
try of  alien  actors,  by  Representative  Dick- 
stein  (Dem.,  N.  Y.). 

H.R.  1810  (January  5)  to  prohibit  block 
booking,  by  Representative  Celler  (Dem., 
N.  Y.). 

H.R.  2203  (January  10)  for  the  use  of 
motion  pictures  in  court  trials,  by  Repre- 
sentative Hobbs  (Dem.,  Ala.). 

H.R.  2319  (January  11)  for  establishment 
of  a fine  arts  bureau,  by  Representative 
McGranery  (Dem.,  Pa.). 

H.  J.  Res.  149  (February  2)  for  establish- 
ment of  a fine  arts  bureau,  by  Represent- 
ative Sirovich  (Dem.,  N.  Y.). 

H.R.  4871  (March  8)  for  revision  of  the 
copyright  law,  by  Representative  Daly 
(deceased)  (Dem.,  Pa.). 

S.  2047  (April  3)  for  repeal  of  the  fight 
film  act,  by  Senator  Barbour  (Rep.,  N.  J.) . 

H.R.  6160  (May  4)  for  revision  of  the 
copyright  law,  by  Representative  McGran- 
ery (Dem.,  Pa.) . 

H.R.  6244  (May  9)  for  establishment  of 
a fine  arts  division  in  the  interior  depart- 
ment, by  Representative  Moser  (Dem.,  Pa.) . 

H.R.  6401  (May  18)  to  repeal  the  fight 
film  act,  by  Representative  Osmers  (Rep., 
N.  J.). 


Detroit — Hollywood’s  big  brains  are  up 
to  their  necks  in  new  worries  over  the 
Neely  bill,  but  many  of  the  creators  there 
predict  an  industry  renaissance  if  the  mea- 
sure is  enacted,  Harold  Heffernan  de- 
clares he  has  discovered  in  a copyrighted 
article  for  the  Detroit  News  and  the  North 
American  Newspaper  Alliance. 

“You  would  see  the  greatest  inspira- 
tional boom  Hollywood  has  experienced 
since  the  talking  pictures  came  in,’’  he 
quotes  one  “prominent  producer  whose 
name  cannot  be  mentioned.” 

From  the  same  source,  this: 

“Unshackled  from  block  booking,  we 
would  be  forced  to  get  down  to  work. 
Competition  among  studios  would  be  in- 
creased ten-fold.  Automatically,  all  the 
laggards  would  take  to  the  outer  gates. 

Sees  Story  Improvement 

“Naturally,  the  most  important  and  im- 
mediate improvement  would  be  noted  in 
stories.  The  bill  requires  film  companies 
to  display  a synopsis  of  the  story  to  the 
exhibitor,  as  well  as  a title,  before  he  can 
be  asked  to  purchase.  That  means  the 
end  of  substituting  as  we  have  been  doing 
for  years  out  here.  And  the  story  synop- 
sis must  stand  up  or  the  exhibitor  might 
decide  his  public  won’t  go  for  it.  That 
leaves  the  producer  holding  the  bag — not 
the  exhibitor,  as  is  the  case  under  the 
present  sales  system  of  job-lotting  50  or 
more  ‘sight  unseen’  pictures  each  year. 

“This  individual  and  direct  method  of 
sale  on  merit  alone  would  put  it  straight 
up  to  the  studio,  the  author,  the  cast  and 
the  director.  If  any  of  the  group  faltered, 
out  they  would  go — and  I believe  it  would 
be  in  a very  great  hurry.  All  hands,  in 
effect,  would  be  salesmen,  obligated  to 
deliver — or  else.” 

At  this  point,  Heffernan  steps  in  with 


an  observation  or  two  of  his  own.  “For 
many  years  Hollywood  has  been  severely 
criticized  for  not  getting  the  most  from  its 
high-salaried  writing  departments,  con- 
ceded to  include  some  of  the  most  brilliant 
minds  in  the  literary  field,”  he  states. 
“Instead,  it  has  seemed  content  to  follow 
the  easiest  route — depending  on  purchase 
of  big  name  stage  plays  and  published 
novels  (many  unadaptable  for  movies  and 
resorting  in  too  many  emergencies  to 
stop-gapping  production  programs  with 
old  stories  produced  in  screen  form  twice 
and  even  three  times  before.” 

His  unnamed  source  then  further  re- 
marks, “A  child  would  realize  that  such 
a condition  is  not  a healthy  one  to  be  found 
in  the  world’s  leading  amusement  medium. 
The  proposed  new  order  would  awaken 
screen  writers  to  their  responsibilities. 
Possibly,  if  we  had  to  face  realities — real 
bread-and-butter  competition — we  could 
whip  up  literary  works  in  our  own  writ- 
ing departments  that  would  compare  fav- 
orably with  the  big-selling  books  and  plays 
for  which  we  must  now  bid  exorbitant 
prices  in  open  market  competition.” 

“Enactment  of  the  Neely  bill  would  end 
that,  too,”  believes  this  individual  in  dis- 
cussing remakes  released  under  new  titles 
which  Heffernan  says  has  angered  the 
public  and  brought  stormy  protests  from 
exhibitors  forced  to  take  them  in  their 
block  purchases.  “Can  you  imagine  a film 
salesman  calling  on  an  exhibitor  and 
showing  him  the  synopsis  of  an  old  pic- 
ture his  company  intends  remaking?  Un- 
less it  happened  to  be  the  revise  of  some 
sensational  smash  success,  you  could  just 
about  see  the  exhibitor  showing  the  sales- 
man the  door  with  the  parting  word  that 
he’s  no  longer  buying  old  stuff  for  his 
clientele.” 
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THIS  BUSINESS  DOESN’T 
NEED  amfthUu^  HALF 


AS  MUCH  AS  IT  NEEDS 
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Emphatically  not  the  kind  that  comes  in 
bottles  and  tastes  like  boiled  shoe  laces,  but— 

Lots  of  good,  dramatic  entertainment  tonic— 
PROFITABLE  PICTURES- 

at  regular  intervals  from  an  assured,  coura- 
geous, energetic  and  enthusiastic  source,  the 
sort  of  Pictures  that  are  the  bone  and  sinew  of 
the  Greatest  Business  on  Earth  .... 


udute^ 


YOU  CAN’T  GET  AROUND  THAT,  SO 


id 


m 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIRUTIHG  CORPORATIOH 


BEN  JUDELL  J^tQ5td.eni 

is  honestly  proud  to  offer  for  the 

1939-1940  EXHIBITOR  SEASON 

PROFlUBLEf 
PICTURES^ 

When  you^re  ready  to  measure  your  theatre  for  its  1939-1940 
Profit  Capacity  throw  away  all  your  old-time  yard-sticks.  Art 
and  '"delayed  tempo"  productions  have  their  places,  to  be 
sure,  but  MILLIONS  of  theatregoers  on  whom  exhibitors  de- 
pend for  steady,  profitable  patronage  will  continue  to  stead- 
fastly refuse  to  pay  for  anything  except  moving  pictures! 

Hence,  the  policy  of  Producers  Distributing  Corporation  will 
be  to  distribute  only  such  Pictures  as  merit  definite  audience- 
acceptance.  Positive  dynamic  Box  Office  productions  high  in 
entertainment  and  exploitation  value  — moving  pictures! 

Our  production  schedule  consists  of  SIXTY  pictures,  from 
choice,  closely-knit,  entertaining  stories,  directed  by  masters 
of  their  craft,  with  stellar  "name"  casts. 


that  have  life,  aaion,  thrills, 
suspense  and  down-to-earth  melodrama; 


the  theatregoing  public 
needs,  wants  and  for  which  it  is  willing  to  pay! 

WITH  OUR  60  PROFITABLE  PICTURES,  EVERY  LAST  ONE  OF  THEM  OELIV- 
ERED  PER  SCHEDULE,  EXHIBITORS  CAN  REVIVE,  REAWAKEN,  RE-ESTAB- 
LISH, THE  OLD-TIME  BOX-OFFICE  SPIRIT  AND  GET  BACK  WHATEVER 
PATRONAGE  THEY  LOST  THROUGH  NO  FAULT  OF  THEIR  OWN. 

That's  a big  promise,  but  we  CAN  keep  it-we  WILL  keep  it! 

9 4-STAR  SPECIAL  PRODUCTIONS -Conceived,  designed  and  presented  for 
SHOWMEN  who  know  exceptional  screen  merchandise  when  it's  offered 
them.  Timely  in  theme  and  intelligent  in  treatment.  Big  ideas  handled  in  a 
big  way-for  BIG,  profitable  exploitation  campaigns. 

4 MIGHTY  JACK  LONDON  MELODRAMAS,  based  on  narratives  by  one  of 
literature's  immortals.  The  clash  of  gigantic,  red-blooded  heroes  in  epic 
struggles  for  power,  possessions  and -LOVE!  Filmed  against  spectacular 
backgrounds  of  primitive  grandeur. 


5 HORROR  PICTURES.  Deliberately  and  painstakingly  produced  to  meet 
popular  demand  for  the  unusual,  the  bizarre,  the  unique  in  screen  enter- 
tainment. EXAMINE  THE  BOLTS  ON  YOUR  SEATS  BEFORE  YOU  SHOW 
THESE!  They're  that  kind. 


6 
12 
8 
8 


MYSTERY  MELODRAMAS.  Not  cut-and-dried  “whodunits"  based  on  old 
formulas,  but  NEW  stories  with  sleuth  heroes  who  mix  brains  with  plenty 
of  brawny,  physical  action. 

MELODRAMAS  WITH  ROBUST  ACTION.  Pictures  that  start  with  a 
bang  and  end  with  explosive  climaxes;  with  stories  that  never  falter, 
never  halt,  until  their  objectives  are  reached. 


“TALES  OF  BILLY  THE  KID,"  featuring  George  Houston.  Based  on  the 
career  of  the  Southwest's  most  misunderstood  character,  who  wrote  his 
laws  on  curtains  of  gunfire  with  bullets  of  flaming  lead. 

TIM  MgCOY  westerns,  with  a star  now  at  the  zenith  of  a glorious 
screen  career,  with  millions  of  loyal  fans.  These  are  “investments,"  not 
“speculations." 

8 “THE  SAGEBRUSH  FAMILY,"  a De  Luxe  series  for  De  Luxe  and  other 
theatres,  featuring  Bobby  Clark,  world's  champion  Junior  Cowboy.  A 
“family"  series  that  upsets  screen  traditions  and  pleases  everyone  in  the 
household. 


Only  the  West  could  spawn  a man  like  this- 
Only  the  Frontier  could  give  him  elbow  room! 

STalesofBIUYdsKID 

FEATURING  GEORGE  HOUSTON 


Featuring  BOBBY  CLARK 
World’s  Champion 
JUNIOR  COWBOY 


Fresh  as  a mountain  breeze -New  as 
a pioneer's  trail  - Penetrating  as  an 
Indian  chief's  war  whoop! 

8"  THE 
SAGEBRUSH 

FAMliy" 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIDUTING  CORPORATION 


1 *36  N.  BEACHWOOD  DR.,  HOLLYWOOD,  CALIL.  EXCHANGES  EVERYWHERE 


"NO  MONOPOLY,"  SAYS  JOSEPH  SCHENCK;  IS 
RESENTFE  OF  GOVERNMENT  "INTERFERENCE" 


Charges  "Blackmail"  by  "AdvOCatOS  Murdsred  Cods 

Small  Exhibitor  "Who  ilt 

Seeks  Advantage"  Not  Enemios  — Myers 


New  York — Denying  that  monopoly  ex- 
ists in  the  film  industry,  and  declaring 
that  the  sooner  the  government  stops  su- 
ing, the  better  off  people  in  it  will  be, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  20th  Century-Fox,  in  a press  interview 
before  planing  west  declared  “there  could 
not  be  a monopoly  in  this  business.  If 
anyone,”  he  added,  “produces  a good  pic- 
ture he  will  get  an  outlet,  no  matter  who 
tries  to  stop  him;  hence  there  can  be  no 
monopoly.” 

There  are  a “a  lot  of  independent  pro- 
ducers,” whom  Schenck  branded  as 
“squealers,”  who  “run  to  talk  to  anyone 
with  a receptive  ear.”  He  compared  them 
with  disgruntled  minority  stockholders 
who  sue  majority  stockholders  in  a com- 
pany “looking  for  an  advantage.” 

As  for  many  complaints  on  clearance 
and  the  all-industry  suit,  Schenck  said; 
“There’s  a great  deal  of  blackmailing  go- 
ing on  in  this  business,  particularly  by  the 
small  exhibitor  who  thinks  he  can  run  to 
the  government  to  espouse  a cause  which 
would  make  the  majors  give  him  everything 
he  wants. 

“There  never  was  any  necessity  to  run 
to  the  government  on  clearances.  Dis- 
tributors in  the  past  have  cleared  up  situa- 
tions which  have  come  to  their  attention,” 
he  said,  pointing  out  that  when  a west 
coast  independent  exhibitor  group  com- 
plained to  him  about  the  Pox  West  Coast 
circuit  the  matter  was  “quickly  adjusted 
without  resort  to  the  government.”  He 
then  analyzed  the  theatre  charging  50 
cents  admission  with  that  charging  10 
cents,  adding  that  whatever  clearance  pre- 
vails between  the  two  houses  cannot  be 
unjust. 

When  questioned  about  Darryl  P.  Zan- 
( Continued  on  page  44) 


"Stanley"  $59J}00 
Hit  at  Roxy 

New  York— Except  for  the  first  two 
weeks  on  "Jesse  James/'  the  seven-day 
take  on  "Stanley  and  Livingstone”  hit 
the  record  for  the  year  at  the  Roxy. 
The  tally  was  approximotely  $59,000. 
Indications  are  the  picture  will  play  a 
minimum  of  three  and  possibly  four 
weeks,  to  be  followed  by  "Hotel  for 
Women”  and  "The  Rains  Came,"  The 
latter  is  due  to  start  September  8. 

Monday's  $5,825  jumped  to  $8,034  on  t 
Tuesday.  By  that  evening,  the  gross 
already  had  touched  $45,582,  with  the 
last  two  days  of  the  first  stanza  clinch- 
ing the  $59,000. 
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Washington — “The  code  was  murdered 
not  by  its  enemies,  but  by  its  advocates,” 
charges  Abram  F.  Myers,  chairman  of  Al- 
lied’s board,  in  a lengthy  bulletin  review- 
ing his  association’s  participation  in  the 
negotiations.  “Whatever  chance  the  code 
had  of  approval  by  the  convention  (Minne- 
apolis) was  killed  by  the  proceedings  at 
this  session.  Everyone  who  attended  the 
sessions,  or  who  overheard  the  talk  of  ex- 
hibitors in  the  lobby  of  the  Nicollet  Hotel 
that  night  knows  that  this  is  true,”  he 
continues. 

The  latest  bulletin  is  designed  as  an 
answer  to  various  charges  made  against 
Allied  on  code  formulation.  Much  of  it  is 
directed  at  William  F.  Rodgers,  chairman 
of  the  distributors’  sub-committee. 

“If  Allied  committeemen  did  not  want 
to  work  out  an  amicable  solution  of  trade 
problems,  they  squandered  a great  deal  of 
time  and  money  in  attending  the  confer- 
ences in  New  York,  Chicago  and  Wash- 
ington. And  the  distributors,  if  they  were 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  that  assertion, 
certainly  wasted  a lot  of  time  in  dealing 
with  them,”  he  states  at  one  point. 

Slaps  Rodgers  Hard 

Myers  is  vitriolic  in  his  answer  to  Rod- 
gers, adding,  “The  facts  are  that  when 
Rodgers  early  in  the  negotiations  informed 
the  Allied  representatives  that  his  com- 
mittee was  not  prepared  to  discuss  the 
abolition  of  compulsory  block  booking  and 
blind  selling,  or  divorcement  of  theatres, 
Allied  men  told  him  frankly  that  they 
could  not  abandon  their  efforts  to  secure 
those  reforms.  Moreover,  the  Allied  men 
demanded  of  Rodgers  whether  the  distribu- 
tors took  the  position  that  participation 
in  the  conferences  would  prevent  them 
from  seeking  further  relief  by  other 
means,  and  Rodgers  assured  them  that 
such  was  not  the  case.  This  circum- 
stance was  set  forth  in  the  negotiating 
committee  report  and  was  not  denied  by 
Rodgers  in  his  statement.” 

Tending  to  clear  up  the  organization’s 
position,  Myers  continues,  “If  Allied  were 
to  abandon  the  Neely  bill  and  decline  to 
cooperate  in  the  prosecution  of  the  gov- 
ernment suit  in  consideration  of  the  doubt- 
ful provisions  of  the  Rodgers’  code,  they 
would  be  branded  as  traitors  and  repudi- 
ated by  the  independent  exhibitors  of  the 
country.” 

Myers  claims  the  board  did  not  pass  on 
the  report  rejecting  the  code  until  after 
all  the  advocates  were  heard  in  Minne- 
apolis. He  contends  further  that  a copy 
of  the  fourth  draft  was  received  in  Minne- 
apolis, June  12,  the  night  before  the  con- 
vention opened  when  the  board  informally 


met  and  discussed  its  provisions.  It  was 
turned  down  orally  and  then  put  in  writ- 
ing, but  the  wi'itten  report  was  withheld 
until  after  Rodgers,  Gradwell  L.  Sears, 
Abe  Montague,  Harry  Brandt  and  Milton 
C.  Weisman  spoke,  he  says. 

Rodgers  repeatedly  has  stated  that 
many  Allied  members  he  talked  to  in  the 
hotel  that  night  assured  him  they  would 
sign  the  code  regardless  of  Allied’s  action. 

Myers  then  goes  on  to  list  excerpts  from 
Rodgers’  speech  at  the  convention  and 
takes  him  to  task  for  criticizing  Allied, 
particularly  M-G-M’s  policy  of  advertising 
in  The  Indeverident,  ITOA  of  New  York 
organ,  which  was  used  “by  Harry  Brandt 
as  a sounding  board  for  a vicious  attack  on 
the  general  counsel  of  Allied.” 

Referring  briefly  to  Sears’  talk  at  the 
convention,  Myers  says  “with  this  colloquy 
the  code’s  goose  was  cooked.”  References 
are  made  to  Nathan  Yamins  and  A1  Steffes 
who  questioned  Sears  on  the  20  per  cent 
cancellation  provision. 

“Allied  makes  no  prediction  as  to  how 
the  intensive  drive  to  secure  approval  of 
the  code  will  turn  out,”  the  bulletin  con- 
tinues. “It  is  likely  that  some  of  the 
MPTOA  units,  with  a full  attendance  of 
circuit  managers,  will  ratify  the  code.  It 
is  probable  that  some,  or  even  many,  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  will  sign  the  code  in 
order  to  participate  in  its  benefits.  So  long 
as  the  campaign  is  conducted  fairly  and 
without  coercion,  it  is  a matter  of  indiffer- 
ence to  Allied,  since  it,  as  an  organization 
is  in  the  clear  and  will  not  be  affected  by 
their  individual  signatures.  But  if  it  be- 
comes apparent,”  Myers  warns,  “that 
coercion  is  being  used  to  induce  exhibitors 
to  sign  the  code  against  their  will,  Allied 
will  be  both  interested  and  active.” 

Sees  Attitude  in  Reaction 

In  conclusion,  Myers  states,  “From  the 
reaction  of  the  distributors  to  Allied’s  pro- 
posals and  the  intemperate  utterances  of 
Rodgers  and  S.  R.  Kent,  it  is  easy  to  dis- 
cern the  policies  and  attitudes  of  the  major 
companies.  The  pending  and  prospective 
proceedings  by  the  government  are  re- 
garded with  contempt.  They  have  fought 
for  delay  that  would  prevent  the  case  from 
coming  to  a head  until  the  time  when  a 
change  in  administration  would  be  pos- 
sible. Current  feverish  efforts  to  avoid  a 
trial  of  the  New  York  case  this  fall  ap- 
parently were  stimulated  by  trade  paper 
rumors  that  Mr.  Arnold  might  retire  after 
January  1.  The  Neely  bill,  first  thought 
to  be  tied  up  in  a supposedly  hand-pickeci 
senate  sub-committee,  now  is  thought  to 
be  safe  in  the  pockets  of  Chairman  Lea  of 
(Continued  on  page  44-B) 
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^^They  Thought  We  Were  Crazy'' 

By  B.  O.  TELLER  


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Holds  Fort  for  Blumberg — 

Matty  Fox,  who  does  important  work 
at  the  Universal  studio  without  bene- 
fit of  title,  goes  west  after  N.  J. 
Blumberg,  "U’s”  president,  returns 
from  a summer  in  Hollywood  in  a 
couple  of  weeks.  Meanwhile,  Fox  is 
eastern  envoy  for  the  top  kick. 

Universal  "Splurge" 
Mapped  for  Star 

New  York — Gloria  Jean,  Universal’s 
starlet  who  makes  her  debut  in  “The  Un- 
der Pup,”  will  receive  a ballyhoo  sendoff 
when  the  company  stages  one  of  the  big- 
gest premieres  in  its  history  for  the  film  in 
Scranton,  August  24. 

Scranton  is  selected  since  it  is  Gloria’s 
home  town.  The  picture  will  show  at  both 
the  Strand  and  Comerford  on  opening 
night  and  continue  its  run  at  the  Strand. 
In  addition  to  Gloria  and  her  family,  crit- 
ics and  correspondents  from  every  key 
city  and  trade  paper  editors  will  be  pres- 
ent, Universal  declares. 

The  buildup  starts  when  Gloria  comes 
east  shortly.  She  will  be  guest  of  the 
World’s  Fair  on  “Gloria  Jean  Day”  and 
will  make  several  appearances  over  na- 
tional network  programs.  Newspapermen 
will  be  invited  to  witness  the  activities  in 
New  York.  A special  train  will  carry  the 
press  and  the  guest  of  honor  to  Scranton. 

Part  of  the  extensive  campaign  consists 
of  consumer  and  trade  paper  advertising 
with  full  page  ads  scheduled  for  Life  and 
Look.  A four-page  mailing  piece  is  going 
to  every  exhibitor  in  the  country. 

Confab  With  Blumberg 
Calls  Cowdin  to  Coast 

Hollywood — J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chair- 
man of  the  board,  and  Charles  Prutzman, 
general  counsel,  arrived  here  Sunday  for 
studio  conferences  with  Nate  Blumberg, 
Universal  president.  Cowdin  and  Prutz- 
man expect  to  be  here  for  about  two  weeks. 


New  York — Surrounded  by  bridge  tables 
bedecked  for  lunch  and  trade  paper  men, 
Matty  Fox,  vice-president  and  executive 
assistant  to  the  president  of  Universal, 
remarked: 

“They  thought  we  were  crazy  when  we 
first  walked  into  the  studio.” 

He  was  referring  to  the  creators  on  the 
lot  who  were  wondering  what  breed  of 
men  this  was  that  had  barged  through  the 
studio  door  and,  without  production  ex- 
perience of  any  kind,  were  endeavoring  to 
tell  supervisors  and  directors  all  the 
answers. 

“It  was  a job  and  the  pressure  was 
terrific  in  those  days.  But  we  finally  won 
out  because  we  made  it  clear  that  we — 
Cliff  Work  and  the  others — were  not  pro- 
ducers, made  no  pretense  about  it  and 
were  merely  in  Universal  to  help  the  men 
who  made  pictures  with  the  benefits  of  our 
experience  as  practical  theatremen. 

“We  sought  to  persuade  them  to  make 
pictures  for  the  market,  not  to  make  pic- 
tures for  the  market  to  absorb.  When  they 
began  to  understand  this  and  when  they 
further  realized  nobody  was  trying  to  walk 
off  with  production  credits  to  which  the 
men  who  did  the  actual  job  were  properly 
entitled,  the  turn  came  and  we  got  all 
the  cooperation  we  ever  sought  or  ex- 
pected to  get. 

“All  of  this  took  time,  but  today  we  feel 
the  point  has  been  reached  where  Uni- 
versal marks  its  real  start.  In  a way,  what 
has  taken  place  until  now  might  be  de- 
scribed as  reorganization.  Aside  from  addi- 
tions in  men  like  Work,  Jack  Gross,  Milton 
Feld  and  Milton  Schwarzwaid,  the  studio 
organization  is  essentially  intact.  Some 
of  the  men  of  the  lot  today  have  held  their 
jobs  for  25  years. 

“We  are  operating  on  a basis  now  which 
gives  all  responsible  production  and  de- 
partment heads  a voice  in  the  plans.  We 
hold  daily  meetings  at  which  pictures  in 
progress  is  reviewed  and  plans  mapped 
for  each  day’s  work.  As  a result,  each  man 
knows  what  goes  on  in  the  other  man’s  de- 
partment. 

“In  addition  to  this,”  he  added,  “we  are 
getting,  and  depending  upon,  advice  from 
exhibitors  on  all  important  production  set- 
ups. This  has  advanced  to  a point  where 

TMAT  Pickets  Causing 
Concern  in  the  Bronx 

New  York — Intensive  picketing  activi- 
ties by  the  TMAT  at  Ed  Peskay’s  recently 
acquired  Vogue,  Congress  and  Metro  in 
the  Bronx  is  causing  considerable  concern 
among  independent  exhibitors  in  the  local 
area.  The  ’TMAT  recently  was  granted  an 
AFL  charter. 

Delegates  of  the  theatre  managers’  union 
have  requested  conferences  with  a num- 
ber of  unaffiliated  circuit  operators  who 
are  reported  to  have  refused  to  sit  down 
and  talk  contract  terms.  However,  the 
same  exhibitors  have  not  intimidated  or 
made  efforts  to  stop  managers  from  join- 
ing the  union. 

Previous  to  Peskay’s  taking  over  the 
Bronx  trio,  Moe  Rosenberg  experienced 
some  difficulty  with  the  TMAT  and  final- 


we  make  no  really  important  decisions  un- 
less we  feel  that  we  have  the  feel  of  sub- 
stantial segments  of  theatre  opinion  around 
the  country.” 

Universal’s  survival  under  its  current 
regime,  headed  by  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  is 
attributable  directly  to  exhibitors,  Pox 
added.  “They  saved  us  beyond  all  doubt. 
In  some  cases,  they  advanced  money.  In 
others,  they  gave  added  dates.  We  recog- 
nize that  and  we  do  not  propose  forgetting 
it.” 

Spontaneously  arrived  at  and  now  as- 
suming shape  is  a theatre  movement  called 
“Exhibitors’  Testimonial  to  Universal  and 
Nate  J.  Blumberg.”  Fox  explained  exhibi- 
tors conceived  the  idea  and  are  carrying 
it  forward  with  an  approximate  700  ac- 
counts already  lined  up  to  give  Universal 
product  as  much  playing  time  as  possible 
this  month  and  the  following  two.  Spyros 
Skouras  of  National  Theatres  is  national 
chairman:  Mort  Singer  of  Chicago,  west- 
ern chairman,  and  N.  L.  Nathanson,  presi- 
dent of  Famous  Players  Canadian,  Domin- 
ion chairman.  “When  Joe  Seidelman,  for- 
eign sales  manager,  heard  of  it,”  Fox 
continued,  “he  thought  it  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended outside  the  domestic  market.  The 
result  is  that  the  voluntary  recognition 
over  which  we  are  obviously  happy  bids 
fair  to  become  world-wide.” 

The  Universal  executive’s  talk,  informally 
held,  was  in  the  frank  vein.  Fox  admitted 
a number  of  releases  untU  now  had  been 
turned  loose  on  the  market  under  great 
studio  pressure.  “However,”  he  added, 
“that’s  over  now.  We  have  reached  the 
point  where  we  have  the  time  and  the 
money  to  go  through  a refining  process 
with  the  product  so  that,  where  possible, 
we  can  put  it  in  better  shape  before  letting 
it  go.  As  an  instance  of  how  we  are  set 
these  days,  you  may  want  to  know  that  we 
will  have  14  of  the  next  season’s  releases 
finished  by  September  1.” 

He  revealed  the  company  is  planning  an 
extensive  merchandising  campaign  to  the 
public  “but,  because  we  know  this  is  the 
way  to  do  it,  we  are  naturally  proposing 
to  acquaint  the  exhibitor  fully  with  our 
plans  first  so  that  his  enthusiasm  can  be 
filtered  through  to  the  customers.” 

General  Columbia  Denial 
To  Government  Charges 

New  York — A general  denial  to  the  gov- 
ernment’s charges  against  it  in  the  indus- 
try suit  was  filed  Friday  by  Columbia, 
with  the  company  seeking  dismissal  of  the 
action  on  grounds  of  res  ajudicata,  hold- 
ing practically  all  issues  alleged  had  been 
decided  by  final  decree  in  the  Texas  Inter- 
state case. 

In  answering  the  government’s  charges, 
Columbia  asserted  it  never  forces  compul- 
sory block  booking.  Its  production  costs 
were  approximately  $11,500,000  for  1937- 
38  and  $9,500,000  for  1938-39,  Columbia’s 
answer  also  revealed. 


ly  settled.  Peskay,  it  is  said,  refuses  to 
recognize  the  union  or  its  demands.  Hence 
the  picketing  at  the  three  houses. 
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Believe  Disiribulion 
Meld  Warner  Goal 

New  York — Harry  M.  Warner,  who  is  due 
in  London  Monday,  will  personally  super- 
vise steps  leading  to  a consolidation  of  the 
now  separately  maintained  Warner  and 
First  National  distributing  machines  in 
England,  it  is  believed.  This  is  reliably 
reported  the  sole  reason  for  his  journey 
overseas. 

For  years  there  have  been  a Warner  and 
a First  National  sales  machine  there.  Max 
Milder,  who  sailed  on  the  Queen  Mary 
with  Warner,  is  managing  director  of  that 
company.  D.  E.  Griffiths  occupies  the 
same  post  with  First  National.  Exchanges 
and  sales  forces  are  now  separately  main- 
tained. 

Robert  Schless,  formerly  in  charge  of 
Continental  Europe,  is  now  handling  Eng- 
land as  well  and,  as  such,  will  be  the  head 
man  over  British  selling  activities.  As  ex- 
clusively reported  in  Boxoffice,  the  War- 
ner foreign  organization  recently  was  split 
up  under  an  arrangement  which  places 
Sam  E.  Morris  and  Joe  Hummel  in  charge 
of  South  America  and  Australia  and 
Schless  at  the  helm  of  all  other  territories. 

Prior  to  his  sailing,  Warner  said  no 
further  changes  are  contemplated  in  the 
European  setup.  Formal  word  of  the  con- 
solidation, however,  awaits  completion  of 
details  and  may  be  released  while  Warner 
is  still  in  London. 

On  the  state  of  the  industry,  Warner 
was  more  than  optimistic.  “Hollywood  is 
making  better  pictures  now,”  he  asserted. 
“I  have  seen  more  important  pictures  in 
the  last  two  months  than  ever  before  in 
the  history  of  this  industry.” 

Warner  would  not  go  into  details  over 
the  company’s  production  plans  in  England 
but  did  say  “we  will  make  at  least  two  big 
ones.” 

When  asked  for  an  estimate  of  the  gross 
of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,”  he  pointed 
out,  “I  am  not  interested  in  the  gross, 
but  in  the  number  of  people  who  see  the 
picture.”  He  strongly  indicated  the  com- 
pany would  continue  to  make  important 
films  based  on  contemporary  and  vital 
issues  and  had  no  desire  to  abandon  its 
stand  on  the  matter. 

Warner  plans  to  return  on  the  same  boat 
August  21. 

Paramount  Deal  ior  Eight 
Odeon  Houses  Possible 

London — Paramount  will  make  a long- 
term leasing  deal  with  Odeon  for  its  eight 
theatres  here  if  a suitable  arrangement 
can  be  reached.  The  arrangement  will  not 
include  the  .Plaza,  which  would  continue 
under  Paramount  operation  as  a show- 
window.  Paramount  has  long-term  land 
leases  on  the  properties  it  built.  It  is  un- 
derstood the  pending  deal  will  call  for 
21 -year  leases  and  a franchise. 

Reports  Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee,  now  honeymooning 
in  Europe,  is  handling  the  discussions  are 
erroneous.  When  Griffis  was  here  last,  he 
made  a survey  with  the  idea  of  expanding 
the  company’s  theatre  interests.  However, 
there  is  no  definite  indication  of  a deal 
with  Oscar  Deutsch,  head  of  Odeon. 


Majors  Foresee  Brighter 
Film  Prospects  in  Italy 

New  York — Out  of  the  welter  of  numer- 
ous reports  about  Italy,  an  unheralded, 
but  concrete  development,  comes  to  light 
which  may  yet  be  the  bridge  the  Italian 
government  can  cross  without  losing  “face” 
in  bringing  the  majors  back. 

Only  recently  a supplementary  decree 
to  one  establishing  the  monopoly  was  pub- 
lished. It  reiterated  the  fact  that  foreign 
films  can  only  be  distributed  by  licensees 
of  ENIC,  the  government  monopoly. 

But  the  important  thing  is  that  the  sup- 
plementary decree  gives  full  power  to  a 
committee  of  nine  members  who  can  liqui- 
date the  monopoly  when  they  see  fit. 

It  is  this  point  which  causes  a promi- 
nent executive  here  to  remark:  “You  cer- 
tainly can  say  the  decree  is  not  as  strin- 
gent as  it  might  be.  Until  now  we  were 
faced  with  printed  law.  Human  beings  are 
more  flexible  than  the  law  and  willing  to 
listen  to  reason.” 

A canvas  of  foreign  department  execu- 
tives finds  them  of  the  opinion  that  over- 
tures for  the  majors’  return  will  be  made 
soon.  The  reasons  advanced  are  (1)  an 
acute  product  shortage  will  make  itself 
felt  in  September  (2)  the  entertainment 
tax  has  diminished  along  with  theatre  re- 
ceipts. In  its  present  straits,  the  govern- 
ment needs  all  the  revenue  it  can  obtain. 


Kilroe  to  Plane  From 
Europe  Alter  Survey 

New  York — Edwin  P.  Kilroe,  copyright 
advisor  to  20th  Century-Fox,  is  scheduled 
to  leave  Europe  Wednesday  on  a Clipper 
plane.  Kilroe,  who  also  represents  the 
copyright  committee  of  the  Hays  office, 
returns  from  a five-week  survey  of  Euro- 
pean sentiment  with  reference  to  the  con- 
ference to  be  held  in  Brussels  in  the  spring 
to  amend  the  Berne  convention. 

While  in  England,  Kilroe  obtained  a 
favorable  action  for  20th-Fox  in  his  ap- 
peal to  the  privy  council  in  the  “Monte 
Carlo”  case.  The  litigation  concerned  the 
right  to  use  the  title  in  Canada. 


Head  of  the  House  Sails — 

Harry  M.  Warner  just  before  the 
Queen  Mary  pulled  out  for  Southamp- 
ton where  he  is  due  Monday.  In  the 
dark  suit  is  Major  Albert  Warner.  On 
the  right  is  Sam  Schneider,  home  of- 
fice executive,  who  handles  many  of 
H.  M.’s  business  affairs.  Below  are 
Max  Milder  and  Mrs.  Milder.  He  is 
managing  director  in  Great  Britain. 


Hoyts  and  20th-Fox  Close 
20-Year  Franchise  Deal 

New  York — Hoyts  of  Australia  and  20th 
Century-Fox  have  closed  a 20-year  fran- 
chise deal.  The  contract  is  the  longest 
ever  negotiated  between  an  Australian  cir- 
cuit and  a major  company. 

Charles  E.  Munro,  managing  director  of 
Hoyts,  will  leave  for  the  coast  in  a few 
days  after  final  details  are  completed.  He 
sails  from  Los  Angeles  on  the  Monterey 
September  12. 

Leaving  on  the  same  boat  is  Dan  Micha- 
love,  assistant  to  S.  R.  Kent,  who  goes  to 
Australia  on  a special  mission  for  National 
Theatres. 
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Talent  Stands  Firm 
Against  Compromise 


Atlantic  City — After  two  days  of  inten- 
sive debate  at  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  executive  council  sessions,  AAAA 
leaders  at  press  time  late  Friday  remained 
firm  against  compromise  offered  by  a com- 
mittee of  three  AFL  mediators. 

Strongly  insistent  there  was  nothing  to 
mediate,  AAAA  officials  demanded  the 
council  affirm  its  jurisdictional  rights  and 
its  right  to  expel.  Indignation  ran  rife 
among  the  AAAA  group  as  claims  were 
parried  by  continued  meetings  behind 
closed  doors. 

Spokesmen  for  both  sides  met  with  the 
mediation  committee  consisting  of  Matt- 
hew Woll,  photoengravers’  union;  John 
Coffield,  plumbers’  union,  and  Thomas  J. 
Rickert,  united  garment  workers’  union. 

Seriousness  of  the  situation  was  empha- 
sized by  the  large  4-A’s  delegation  which 
was  on  hand  despite  the  fact  William 
Green  decreed  the  sessions  would  be  closed. 

A chartered  plane  from  Newark  carried 
Miriam  Hopkins,  Peggy  Wood,  Lawrence 
Tibbett,  Binnie  Barnes,  Ralph  Morgan, 
Edward  Arnold,  Wayne  Morris.  Jean  Muir, 
Lucile  Gleason,  Henry  Hull,  Mischa  Auer, 
Frank  Gillmore,  Ken  Thomson,  Maida 
Reade,  AGVA's  executive  secretary;  Emily 
Holt,  AFRA’s  executive  secretary;  Leo 
Fischer,  AGMA’s  executive  secretary. 
Henry  Jaffe,  counsel  for  several  4-A’s 
unions;  Mrs.  Florence  Marston,  eastern 
secretary  of  the  SAG,  and  Edward  Harri- 
son. 

Another  contingent  arrived  here  by 
train.  It  included  Tallulah  Bankhead  and 
Fredric  March,  who  came  with  their 
make-up  boxes;  Paul  Dullzell,  executive 


"You  Cant  Bioif 
Us"  It  Read 

New  York — As  the  scene  of  action 
shifted  to  the  breezes  of  Atlantic  City, 
the  "Ferrets,"  minority  organization  in 
the  AFA  who  are  opposed  to  the 
Whitehead  regime,  on  the  hot  pave- 
ments of  Broadway,  continued  to  picket 
the  AFA  offices  demanding  a meeting 
so  their  claims  can  be  heard.  They 
carried  with  them  petitions  signed  by 
over  200  members. 

The  sign  which  gained  the  biggest 
laugh  was:  "You  Can't  Bioff  Us."  An- 
other carried  this  inscription:  "Every- 
one meets  but  AFA  members." 


secretary  of  Equity;  Paul  Turner,  counsel 
for  the  4-A’s;  Rebecca  Brownstein  of  the 
Equity  coimsel  and  a handful  of  AGVA 
rank  and  file  members. 

To  Fight  It  Out 

In  the  general  press  conference  at  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel  which  took  place  in  New 
York  immediately  after  the  plane  load  of 
Hollywood  stars  arrived  in  New  York  City, 
Ralph  Morgan,  president  of  the  SAG,  had 
made  clear  the  position  of  the  actors. 

According  to  Morgan,  if  the  AFL  repu- 
diates the  international  board  of  the  4 A’s, 
the  SAG  will  stick  by  its  parent  body 
come  what  may. 

“We  are  going  to  fight  it  out  in  the 
AFL,”  he  affirmed.  “We  would  like  to 
bring  this  battle  to  a conclusion  because 
we  want  peace.” 

It  was  pointed  out  to  Morgan  that  in  a 
Chicago  interview  by  Boxoffice,  he  de- 
cleared  “we’ll  definitely  break  from  the 
AFL  if  the  4 A’s  is  not  upheld.” 

“I  don't  know  anything  about  that,”  he 
answered.  Morgan  apparently  did  not 


want  to  make  any  positive  statements  in 
speaking  for  the  4 A’s,  but  left  no  doubt 
where  he  stood. 

However,  in  expressing  his  personal  feel- 
ings, Morgan  was  more  outspoken.  “I  be- 
lieve we  are  right,  'niere  is  no  question 
about  it.  If  the  AFL  remains  honest,  I 
will  stay  with  them.  I will  not  stay  with 
any  organization  that  has  a dishonest  con- 
stitution.” 

He  did  say  the  SAG  was  prepared  to 
face  any  eventuality  that  might  occur  as 
a result  of  an  adverse  decision  by  the  ex- 
ecutive council  of  the  AFL.  According  to 
Morgan,  the  response  to  the  strike  petition 
was  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  such  ac- 
tion. 

"Heart  Rules  Head" 

Concerning  the  status  of  Sophie  Tucker, 
who  was  suspended  temporarily  from  the 
SAG,  Morgan  had  this  to  say:  “We  all 
love  her.  Sophie’s  heart,  however,  rules 
her  head.” 

Although  it  was  declared  Miss  Tucker’s 
action  in  standing  by  the  AFA  has  caused 
“irreparable”  damage,  officials  of  the  4 A’s 
gave  the  impression  her  reinstatement 
would  follow  at  once  if  matters  were  sat- 
isfactorily settled. 

Morgan  later  characterized  George 
Browne’s  action  in  granting  the  suspended 
AFA  and  I A charter  as  “slapping  each  one 
of  us  in  the  face.”  He  declared  Browne  is 
“reneging”  on  the  honest  vote  of  every 
committee  member  of  the  4 A’s. 

Earlier  developments  in  the  week  show- 
ed a victory  for  the  4 A’s  in  court  when 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Edward  J.  McGold- 
rick  denied  the  application  of  the  AFA 
for  a temporary  injunction  restraining  the 
4 A’s  from  interfering  with  its  organiza- 
tion, its  members  or  its  contracts  with 
producers. 

Justice  McGoldrick  ruled  that,  although 
the  papers  submitted  were  insufficient  to 
justify  a temporary  injunction,  the  issues 
involved  were  of  such  great  importance 
that  they  should  be  “disposed  of  at  the 
earliest  possible  date.” 

Cantor  Wires  Green 

As  a condition  for  the  denial  of  the  ap- 
plication, the  court  called  for  the  4 A’s  to 
stipulate  for  a trial  on  the  first  available 
date  at  the  opening  of  the  court’s  fall 
term.  If  the  parties  want  an  earlier  trial. 
Justice  McGoldrick  ruled,  the  matter  will 
be  heard  by  a specially  designated  referee. 

In  his  capacity  as  president  of  the  Amer- 
ican Guild  of  \tariety  Artists,  the  union 
formed  to  take  the  place  of  the  AFA,  Ed- 
die Cantor  m'ged  William  Green  by  wire 
in  the  interests  of  honest  unionism  “to  re- 
pudiate the  lATSE  raid  on  actors  and  af- 
firm the  right  of  actors  to  govern  them- 
selves.” 

Miss  Bankhead  entered  the  fray  to  char- 
acterize Browne’s  action  as  “an  outrageous 
piece  of  banditry.”  “On  what  meat  does 
ihis  our  Caesar  feed  that  he  has  grown 
so  great?”  she  poetically  inquired. 

Calling  Browne’s  a “stock  company  Hit- 
ler,” she  went  on  to  say;  “Let  Browne  stick 
to  his  last.  Does  he  promise  never  to  un- 
dertake to  tell  me  how  to  act,  when  to  act 
or  where  to  act,  in  turn  I’ll  promise  never 
to  coach  him  in  the  technique  of  fouling  a 
drop,  short-circuiting  a switchboard  or  eat- 
ing the  edible  props.” 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Make  Plans  lor  Two  They  Think  Big — 

Columbia’s  divisional  managers  and  others  at  their  New  York  meeting  when 
plans  for  “Golden  Boy”  and  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington”  were  aired. 
Traveling  left  to  right  identifies  Abe  Montague,  general  sales  manager;  Sam 
Moscow,  southern  division  manage! : Sam  Galanty,  mideast;  Jerome  Safron, 
west:  Louis  Weinberg,  circuit  sales;  Maurice  Grad.  George  Josephs.  Max  J. 
Weisfeldt.  shorts,  and  Rube  Jackter.  assistant  sales  manager.  Seated,  in  the 
same  order,  are  Phil  Dunas.  midwest;  Carl  Shalit.  central,  and  Louis  Astor, 
circuit  sales. 
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PROVED 

DEPENDABLE 


THE  proving  period  for  Eastman’s  new 
negative  films  has  been  left  far  behind. 
With  their  special  emulsion  c[ualities  re- 
inforced by  typical  Kodak  dependability, 
Plus-X^  Super-XX^  and  Background-X  are 
firmly  established  as  successors  to  other 
notable  Eastman  films  for  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry.  Eastman  Kodak  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Dis- 
tributors, Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 


PLIJS-X 


SLPER-XX 


for  general  studio  use 


for  all  difficult  shots 


BACKGROIJXD-X 


for  baehgrounds  and  general  exterior  Mvorh 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  12,  1939 


41 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Now  Back  to  Work — 

Cary  Grant  arrives  from  Europe,  next 
to  do  “The  Bigger  They  Are”  for  Co- 
lumbia, although  the  title  may  be 
changed.  Grant’s  last  before  leaving 
Hollywood  was  “In  Name  Only”  for 
RKO. 


JAKE  MILSTEIN,  eastern  representative 
for  Edward  Small,  shoved  off  for  Europe 
aboard  the  Yankee  Clipper,  as  per  sched- 
ule on  Saturday.  He  is  credited  with  being 
the  first  film  man  to  fly  over  on  a regu- 
lar business  trip.  Other  transatlantic  air 
travelers,  however,  have  been  Howard 
Dietz  and  Colonel  William  (“Wild  Bill”) 
Donovan,  thus  far.  But  there  will  be  more, 
never  fear  . . Phil  Spitalny  celebrated  the 

fifth  anniversary  of  his  all-girl  band  at 
the  Paramount,  Friday  evening,  in  ca.se 
you  want  to  know  . . . Betty  Field  has 
flown  west  to  play  the  feminine  lead  in 
“Of  Mice  and  Men”  for  Hal  Roach.  That 
means  ultimately  UA,  of  course  . . . John 
Grierson  and  Robert  J.  Flaherty  have  been 
given  honorary  memberships  in  the  newly 
organized  Association  of  Documentary  Film 
Producers. 

Jimmy  Grainger  passes  on  the  word  he 
has  received  an  enthusiastic  cable  from 
Herbert  J.  Yates  who  tells  of  the  recep- 
tions accorded  Republic’s  cowboy  star. 
Gene  Autry,  in  London,  Cork,  Limerick  and 
Dublin.  According  to  the  cable,  over  10,- 
000  stormed  the  Cinema  Royal  in  Dublin 
to  greet  Autry  . . . Back  at  their  desks  at 
the  Altec  home  office  are  L.  W Conrow, 
president,  and  Bert  Sanford  jr.,  district 
manager,  from  Gloversville;  G.  L.  Car- 


ll^ROADWAY 


rington,  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager,  from  Oklahoma  and  Texas;  and 
Stanley  Hand,  staff  representative,  from 
an  extended  trip  through  the  south.  A.  J. 
Rademacher,  branch  manager,  is  vaca- 
tioning . . . Walter  J.  Hutchinson  and  the 
20th-Fox  foreign  staff  lunching  at  Jack 
Dempsey’s  with  all  the  tourists  . . . Jean 
Lenauer  is  getting  all  set  to  open  the  Film- 
arte,  September  11,  with  “The  End  of  the 
Day”  . . Charlie  Prutzman,  Universal 
general  counsel,  has  been  so  busy  he 
hasn’t  had  time  to  take  the  family  vaca- 
tioning. So  when  he  left  for  the  coast  on 
business,  Prutzman  took  the  family  with 
him  on  the  condition  they  would  amuse 
themselves. 

Howard  Strickling,  M-G-M  coast  pub- 
licity head,  has  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  Dave  Blum  and  gotten  himself  a chicken 
farm  . . . Earl  (Pinky)  Wingart  has  rela- 
tives from  Peoria  in  town  and  that’s  the 
reason  he’s  seen  at  the  Fair  so  much  these 
days  . . . Will  H.  Hays  isn’t  expected  back 
from  Hollywood  until  after  Labor  Day 
. . . Harry  Brandt  can  be  seen  around  the 
Spa  track  these  days.  Brother  Bingo  paid 
him  a weekend  visit  . . Joseph  M.  Schenck 
flew  in  from  the  coast  the  other  day  and 
was  expected  to  return  over  the  weekend. 
On  the  labor  situation  . . . Dave  Palfrey- 
man  left  over  the  weekend  for  a holiday 
at  Lake  James,  Ind.  It’s  golf  and  country 
air  he’s  after. 

The  Gene  Pickers  and  Bill  Moses  spent 
the  weekend  at  Lake  George  . . . Joe  Fel- 
der, local  Monogram  brayich  chieftain,  is 
back  from  Fitchville,  Conn.,  where  he 
spent  his  vacation  . . . Harry  Pimstein, 
RKO  attorney,  has  finished  another  sea- 
son of  golf  at  Tapper  Lake,  N.  Y.,  his  va- 
cation practice  grounds  . . Jerry  Brandt 
expects  to  leave  for  the  coast  momentarily, 
having  finally  signed  his  deal  with  Mono- 
gram where  he  joins  E.  B.  Derr  as  asso- 
ciate producer  . . . John  Nolan  of  the  Com- 
erford  circuit  was  in  town  several  days  on 
the  M-G-M  deal,  with  Bob  Lynch,  Quaker 
City  district  manager  for  the  distributor, 
sitting  in  ..  . Harold  Rinzler  says  he 
hasn’t  lost  weight,  although  he  looks  as 
though  he  had,  blaming  the  mirage  on  his 
physical  development  brought  about  by  his 
golfing. 

Add  these  visitors  to  Paramount’s  Fair 


lounge:  Nathan  Levin,  manager  of  the 
Dudley,  Roxbury,  Mass.;  Maurice  Strelet- 
sky,  assistant  manager  of  the  Capitol,  All- 
ston.  Mass.;  David  and  Mrs.  Payne  of 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  where  Mrs.  Payne  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Sparks  circuit  . . . Ted 
Reed  is  due  from  the  coast  Monday,  ac- 
companied by  Don  Hartman  who  wrote  the 
script  for  “What  a Life”  which  Reed  di- 
rected . . . Frederick  Ullman  jr.,  is  due 
back  from  the  west  shortly.  He’s  been 
arranging  detail  for  several  new  Pathe 
shorts  . . . Luncheon  combinations;  Mar- 
tin Smith  and  Dave  Palfreyman;  Grad 
Sears,  Bill  Rodgers  and  Abe  Montague  . . . 
Gube  Hess  returns  from  a vacation  at  Mur- 
ray Bay  the  end  of  the  month  . . . Joe 
Mazer,  formerly  with  Republic,  has  joined 
Variety  Film  Distributors  . . . Jack  Davis, 
who  operates  a number  of  newsreel  thea- 
tres in  London,  arrived  on  the  Britannic 
Sunday  . . . Arthur  W.  Eddy  is  on  his  way 
back  to  the  coast  by  auto,  having  spent  a 
vacation  in  Rhode  Island. 

Leopold  Friedman  spent  several  days  in 
Saratoga,  joining  Louis  and  Mrs.  Mayer  at 
the  races  . . . David  Bernstein’s  summer 
hideout  is  Rangley,  Me.,  where  Sidney  R. 
Kent  used  to  spend  the  hot  months  . . . 
George  Lynch,  Schine  buyer,  was  a Main 
Stem  visitor  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  . . . Betty  Field,  Broadway  actress, 
flew  to  the  coast  Thursday  via  TWA  to 
appear  in  Hal  Roach’s  “Of  Mice  and  Men” 
. . . The  Samuel  Goldwyns  are  back  on  the 
coast,  having  escaped  the  local  humidity 
just  in  time  . . . Louis  Silvers,  musical  di- 
rector for  2bth-Fox,  left  for  the  studios  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  after  returning  from 
a European  vacation  . . . Nicholas  M. 
Schenck  is  expected  to  make  at  least  two 
visits  to  Saratoga  before  the  racing  sea- 
son draws  to  a close  . . . Martin  G.  Smith, 
Toledo  exhibitor,  spent  a few  days  here, 
met  Mrs.  S.  in  Baltimore,  Friday  night, 
and  spent  the  weekend  with  Abram  F. 
Myers  at  the  latter’s  home  on  Gibson  Is- 
land in  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Loew  notes  and  high  ones:  Anna  D.  Ell- 
mer,  Oscar  Doob’s  right-hand  bower,  who 
is  celebrating  25  years  with  Loew’s,  is  va- 
cationing at  Lake  George  . . . Eddie  Dow- 
den  cut  his  vacation  short  to  handle  bally- 
hoo details  for  the  reception  of  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Judy  Garland  . . . Ben  Simon, 
Loew’s  Metropolitan  manager,  is  finding 


Eastern  Production,  a Rare  Sight — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Because  it  is,  it  makes  this  photograph  newsworthy . The  occasion  is  the 
second  of  Pathe’s  “Information,  Please”  shorts.  John  Kieraji  is  listening 
to  Franklin  P.  Adams,  the  latter  behind  cupped  hands.  Then,  Oscar  Levant 
eyes  Clifton  Fadiman — he’s  on  his  feet — as  Gene  Tunney,  guest,  smiles. 
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Before  They  Sailed  lot  the  Other  Side— 

On-the-boat  scene  as  Gene  Autry,  in  white,  sailed  for  personal  appearances 
in  Europe.  Next  to  him  is  his  wife.  In  the  Homberg  is  Herbert  J.  Yates  of 
Consolidated  and  very  much  of  Republic. 


Scroon  Lake,  N.  Y.,  a pleasant  vacation 
spot  . . . Joe  Vogel  is  making  a tour  of  the 
Loew-Poli  New  England  houses,  person- 
ally supervising  Rooney-Garland  personal 
appearances  . . . Gene  Murphy  of  the  ad 
staff  has  quite  a sunburn,  according  to 
latest  reports  from  Fire  Island. 

Gangplank  Notes:  Little  excitement  over 
the  Queen  Mary  sailing  except  in  Harry 
M.  Warner’s  suite  where  a number  of  home 
office  executives  and  friends  came  to  say 
goodbye.  Mrs.  Warner  arrived  a half  hour 
ahead  of  her  husband  who  later  hurried  up 
the  gangplank  accompanied  by  his  brother. 
Major  Warner,  and  Sam  Schneider.  It 
must  have  been  something  important  be- 
cause Warner  closeted  himself  with  J.  D. 
Hazen,  Warner  counsel,  in  a serious  con- 
versation right  up  to  sailing  time.  Waiting 
around  were  Joe  Bernhard,  Jake  Wilk, 
Jules  Brulatour  and  his  wife,  Hope  Hamp- 
ton; Mrs.  Schneider,  Bill  German,  Al  Man- 
heimer,  Al  Levy,  Joe  Hummel  and,  as 
usual,  dependable  Karl  MacDonald  who 
took  care  of  all  the  arrangements.  Max 
Milder  and  his  wife,  and  Max  Gumpel, 
manager  of  Denham  laboratories  in  Lon- 
don, came  up  from  their  staterooms  to  say 
hello.  Press  of  business  caused  J.  Robert 
Rubin  to  cancel  his  passage  at  the  last 
minute. 

The  New  York  FUm  Board  is  getting  a 
new  coat  of  paint.  In  the  meantime,  Sey- 
mour Peyser  is  vacationing  in  Maine,  and 
Josephine  Langf elder  is  enjoying  the  cool 
sea  breezes  of  Long  Island.  Florence  Men- 
delsohn is  back  from  a sojourn  in  the 
Poconos  . . . Business  took  Louis  Phillips 
to  Chicago  for  a few  days  . . . Benjamin 
Knoble  is  another  who  left  New  York  on 
a business  trip  ...  A note  from  Walter 
Gould  who  is  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  He  writes 
that  he  finished  “Grapes  of  Wrath”  by  the 
time  he  reached  San  Juan.  Otherwise,  it 
was  a delightful  flight,  smooth  and  un- 
eventful . . . Lawrence  Tibbett  was  host 
at  a dinner  Wednesday  night  for  the 
Hollywood  committee  of  the  Screen  Actors’ 
Guild.  The  party  included  Ralph  Morgan, 
Olivia  de  Havilland,  Binnie  Barnes,  Jean 


Muir,  Lucile  Gleason,  Edward  Arnold, 
Mischa  Auer,  Wayne  Morris,  Henry  Hull 
and  Larry  Steers. 

Eddie  O’Connor,  M-G-M  manager  in 
Cuba,  is  visiting  the  home  office  and  re- 
newing acquaintances  . . . Budd  Saunders, 
so?i  of  the  M-G-M  western  division  head, 
has  succeeded  Stan  True  in  the  handling 
of  American  Airlines  accounts  such  as 
theatrical  films  and  radio.  True  is  now 
in  charge  of  the  Hollywood  office  . . . 
George  Skouras  says  business  in  his  thea- 
tres this  summer  is  worse  than  in  1932  . . . 
S.  Mixson  of  Gainesville,  Fla.,  and  Gene 
Peffley  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  dropped  into 
the  Paramount  World’s  Fair  lounge  the 
other  day  . . . RKO  had  a host  of  visitors, 
including  Richard  Lutter  of  the  Warner- 
Saxe  Egyptian,  Milwaukee;  R.  Mayworm 
of  the  Milwaukee,  Milwaukee;  Stanley 
Staskevich  jr.,  Hollywood,  Hollywood,  Cal.; 
Henry  Stefanik,  Capitol,  Los  Angeles; 
Frank  V.  King,  Midland,  Newark,  Ohio; 
William  H.  Rippard,  Eaco  and  Lee,  Farm- 
ville,  Va.,  and  Dan  Wilkinson,  Neighbor- 
hood, Richmond,  Va.  William  Sistrom,  the 
director,  paid  the  home  office  a visit  . . . 
J.  Robert  Rubin  still  hopes  to  sail  for  an 
European  vacation  soon. 

Ward  Scott,  20th-Fox’s  midwest  divi- 
sion manager,  and  Ben  B.  Reingold,  St. 
Louis  branch  manager,  are  in  town  for 
home  office  talks  . . . Water  on  the  knee 
is  responsible  for  the  cane  Dick  Condon 
is  using  these  days  . . . Joe  Vogel  taking 
his  life  in  his  hands  as  he  crosses  Broad- 
way against  the  lights  to  keep  a luncheon 
appointment  at  Dinty  Moore’s  . . . Audrey 
Davis,  secretary  to  Eddie  Zabel,  is  keeping 
her  eye  peeled  for  trade  paper  reporters 
who  barge  through  swinging  doors  with 
reckless  abandon  . . . Harry  Brandt  is  visit- 
ing his  youngsters  up  at  Maine  . . . Lionel 
Toll  left  for  Saratoga,  Thursday,  where  he 
will  spend  a few  days. 

Stuart  E.  Dunlap,  general  manager  for 
Metro  in  South  America,  is  on  his  way 
back  to  Buenos  Aires,  with  Dave  Lewis, 
Argentina  manager,  due  here  shortly  . . . 


Col.  Frederick  L.  Herron  of  the  Hays  of- 
fice is  vacationing,  but  the  site  of  his 
country  place  is  a secret  . . . Running  into 
Earle  W.  Hammons  who  says  he  will  leave 
for  the  coast  as  soon  as  the  lawyers  finish 
whipping  the  papers  in  the  Grand  Na- 
tional deal  into  shape  . . . Arthur  Silver- 
stone,  brother  of  Murray,  is  visitmg  in 
Chicago  for  a few  days  . . . Another  vaca- 
tioneer  from  the  Hays  office  is  Joel  Swen- 
son who  is  enjoying  the  scenery  at  Green- 
wich, Conn.  . . . Charles  E.  McCarthy 
planed  in  from  the  coast  Wednesday  ex- 
cited over  “The  Rains  Came’’  . . . Monroe 
Greenthal,  teamed  with  Mrs.  B.  R.  Theise. 
captured  the  mixed  two-ball  foursome  at 
the  Metropolitan  course  over  the  week- 
end. 

Louis  Frisch,  back  from  a three-week 
vacation  at  Ridgefield  Springs,  N.  Y.. 
where  he  recuperated  from  a serious  throat 
operation,  is  making  the  rounds  again  with 
his  partner,  Sam  Rinzler,  and  glad  to  meet 
up  with  old  friends  and  associates  . . . 
Charles  Kessnich,  M-G-M  district  man- 
ager with  headquarters  in  Atlanta,  is 
visiting  the  home  office.  Sam  Sherman, 
Milwaukee  branch  manager;  Jack  Flynn, 
midwest  district  manager  vnth  offices  in 
Detroit,  and  Frank  Hensler,  Kansas  City 
branch  head,  returned  late  in  the  week  to 
their  territories  after  finishing  up  with 
National  Theatres  buyers  on  a new  three- 
year  franchise  . . . Irving  Moross,  Colum- 
bia attorney,  has  gone  to  Lake  Kokomo, 
Pa.,  for  a vacation,  and  Abe  Schneider, 
treasurer  of  the  same  company,  is  back 
from  a week  in  the  Adirondacks. 

Maurice  Sloman  of  Hoyts  is  still  on  the 
coast  and  will  sail  for  Sydney,  Australia, 
(Continued  on  page  44-D) 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Flynn,  Ascot  and  All — 

Errol  hits  the  town  from  Hollywood. 
He’s  on  a three-month  vacation,  hav- 
ing finished  “The  Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex.’’  Next  for  War- 
ner is  “The  Sea  Hawk.”  In  New  York, 
he  removed  his  dark  glasses  for  the 
photographer . In  Chicago,  he  didn’t. 
He  also  walked  out  on  interviewers 
there  and  was  rapped  accordingly  in 
Windy  City  newspapers. 
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Special  Hearings  on 
RKO  Common  Price 

New  York  — Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  declared  Friday  he  was  unable  to 
reach  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  price 
of  $4  per  share  for  new  RKO  common  is 
fair  in  connection  with  the  Atlas  under- 
writing agreement  and  is  sending  the  en- 
tire proceedings  to  George  W.  Alger,  spec- 
ial master,  to  hold  hearings  to  determine 
the  price.  He  also  is  calling  on  the  Securi- 
ties Exchange  Commission  to  submit  an 
opinion. 

Argument  at  the  hearings  held  during 
the  week  centered  on  the  fact  minor- 
ity interests  insisted  Atlas  would  make 
too  much  money  from  underwriting  at  a 
$4  a share  figure.  Opponents  suggested 
figures  ranging  from  $4.50  a share  to  $10 
a share. 

Among  those  objecting  are  the  firm  of 
Kummel  and  Rosenberg,  representing 
$175,000  of  debentures;  Abraham  K.  Web- 
ber, for  a stockholder:  Jolm  S.  Stover,  for 
a stockholder;  H.  B.  Spring,  for  himself  as 
a debenture  holder,  and  Russell  McKirk, 
vice-president  of  Farley  and  Company, 
holders  of  101,000  of  bonds.  McKirk’s 
argument  was  the  most  impressive,  as  he 
presented  letters  from  Atlas  to  its  own 
stockholders  showing  a tentative  valuation 
of  RKO  common  at  $5.37  a share.  Judge 
Bondy  appeared  impressed  with  the  argu- 
ment and  requested  a memorandum  from 
McKirk. 

Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  representing  Atlas, 
placed  George  Leib,  investment  banker,  on 
the  stand  to  testify  that  his  firm  would 
not  pay  $3  a share  for  the  stock.  A num- 
ber of  the  larger  interests  also  spoke 
through  representatives,  approving  the 
agreement. 

Rickaby,  however,  withdrew  his  former 
statement  that  Floyd  B.  Odium  would  ac- 
cept any  figure  set  by  Judge  Bondy  no 
matter  what  it  was.  The  attorney  con- 
fessed himself  in  error  in  making  that 
statement. 

Leslie  Howard  Sued  for 
Alleged  Breach  of  Pact 

Hollywood  — United  Players  Produc- 
tions, Inc.,  has  filed  suit  in  superior  court 
against  Leslie  Howard  seeking  $91,128 
damages  for  alleged  breach  of  contract. 
The  plaintiff  also  is  asking  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  Howard  from  acting  for 
any  other  film  company. 

Howard  is  supposed  to  have  signed  a 
contract  in  1935  to  appear  in  “Bonnie 
Prince  Charlie.” 

Yugoslavian  Manager  Is 
Warner  Contest  Winner 

New  York — Richard  Richter,  Warner 
manager  for  Yugoslavia,  is  the  first  prize 
winner  in  the  European  Exploitation  Con- 
test for  1939-40  sponsored  by  Robert 
Schless,  Warner  managing  director  for 
Europe.  Jack  Kamras,  manager  for  Fin- 
land, is  the  runner-up.  Honorable  men- 
tion goes  to  Dr.  B.  Jankolowicz,  manager 
for  Poland,  and  Victor  Michaelides,  man- 
ager for  Greece. 


"No  Industry  Monopoly  " 
Joseph  Schenck  Asserts 

(Continued  from  page  37) 
uck’s  recent  observation  in  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post  article  about  the  life  of  a 
picture  as  three  months,  Schenck  asserted 
that  Zanuck  is  an  excellent  producer  and 
not  a business  man  and  should  not  make 
statements  of  this  kind  “because  we  get 
revenue  from  pictures  a year  to  a year- 
and-a-half  old.” 

As  for  the  code,  he  said:  “I  understand 
it  is  very  fair.” 

Reiterating  his  stand  on  cancellations, 
Schenck  said:  “If  I had  anything  to  say 
about  it  I would  give  one  per  cent  cancella- 
tion. A man  shouldn’t  buy  pictures  he 
does  not  want.  If  block  booking  were  de- 
clared illegal,”  he  commented,  “a  lot  of 
theatres  would  be  forced  to  close  because 
theatres  need  pictures  and  they  i^ust  buy 
a lot  of  them  in  order  to  keep  up  the  sup- 
ply. Exhibitors  should  not  be  allowed  to 
cancel  pictures.  Anyway,  they  do  not  pay 
too  much  for  them.” 

The  20th-Fox  chairman  revealed  that  he 
had  lunch  with  President  Roosevelt  Thurs- 
day at  Hyde  Park,  which  was  “purely  so- 
cial,” and  at  which  Schenck  was  presented 
a tablet  on  behalf  of  the  infantile  paraly- 
sis drive.  However,  he  stated  that  at  a 
meeting  with  Roosevelt  sometime  ago  he 
( Schenck ) had  expressed  the  view  the 
government  should  not  interfere  with  busi- 
ness “but  the  President  differs  with  me 
and  believes  it  should.” 

Schenck  then  figured  if  theatre  divorce- 
ment should  come,  20th-Fox  would  bene- 
fit, the  divorcement  bringing  about  condi- 
tions which  would  result  in  getting  more 
money  for  product. 

“Divorcement  wouldn’t  do  us  a bit  of 
harm,”  he  said.  “This  doesn't  mean  the 
government  has  a right  to  do  it.  I resent 
government  interfering  with  my  business. 
I want  to  run  my  own  business  even  if  the 
government  may  be  better  managers,”  he 
added. 

The  current  20th-Fox  program  has  been 
completed  and  the  company  will  spend 
about  $25,000,000  next  season,  which 
Schenck  said  “is  about  what  we  have  been 
spending.” 

Tire  executive  was  not  perturbed  over 
the  current  lATSE  situation,  declaring  “it 
is  bunk  that  actors  will  strike  at  the  stu- 
dio.” He  pointed  out  that  the  ten-year 
contract  signed  two  years  ago  with  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  precludes  strikes.  He 
admitted  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  ac- 
tors and  could  not  see  why  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  gave  the  American 
Federation  of  Actors  an  lATSE  franchise 
when  it  had  one  with  Actors  Equity. 

He  also  added  that  working  conditions 
under  the  new  lATSE  five-year  contract 
had  been  agreed  upon  with  John  Gatelee 
for  the  lA  and  that  the  pact  being  drawn 
provides  for  annual  agreement  on  wages. 
Tlrere  will  be  no  closed  shop,  as  the  lA 
agrees  with  producers  that  they  must  re- 
spect contracts  made  with  other  crafts,  he 
said. 

As  head  of  the  producers  association, 
Schenck  said  he  was  charged  with  doing 
all  the  disagreeable  work.  “I’m  a man 
who  doesn’t  seek  publicity,  and  it  is  forced 
upon  me  occasionally,”  he  observed. 

Then  pressed  by  newspaper  reporters  on 


Reserves  Decision  on 
Suil  Dismissal  Bid 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Edward  A. 
Conger  has  reserved  decision  on  applica- 
tions of  Paramount  Pictures,  the  officers 
and  directors  of  the  company,  American 
Telephone  and  Telegraph,  Western  Elec- 
tric, and  Erpi,  the  most  important  of  which 
was  to  dismiss  the  $30,000,000  minority 
stockholder  action  brought  by  Frank  Jab- 
low  and  Sam  Acker. 

The  defendants  claim  that,  under  rule 
23 -B  of  the  federal  rules  of  civil  procedure, 
no  stockholder  may  sue  for  damages  on  an 
action  which  occurred  prior  to  his  acqui- 
sition of  his  stock.  Since  the  plaintiffs  in 
this  case  acquired  their  stock  in  1937  and 
most  of  the  allegations  of  the  complaint 
precede  that  date,  it  is  the  contention  of 
the  defendants  that  the  complaint  is  not 
a proper  one. 

Other  applications  were  to  force  the 
plaintiff  to  state  separate  causes  of  action, 
to  dismiss  portions  of  the  complaint  as 
redundant  and  impertinent,  and  for  a 
bill  of  particulars. 

It  was  disclosed  the  defendants  intend 
to  rely  for  their  defense  on  decisions  of 
Federal  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  in  approv- 
ing their  plan  of  reorganization  in  1935 
and  that  no  stockholder  may  bring  an  anti- 
trust action  in  an  accounting. 

The  plaintiffs  are  hopeful  of  securing  an 
early  fall  date  for  trial  of  the  action, 
which  claims  waste  and  mismanagement 
and  asks  dismissal  of  all  responsible  of- 
ficers. 


Fox  Trustees  Removal 
Request  Is  Denied 

New  York — Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox 
has  denied  the  applications  of  the  Trust 
Co.  of  Georgia,  appealing  Fox  Theatres’ 
creditor  to  remove  Milton  C.  Weisman  and 
Kenneth  Steinreich  from  office,  to  appoint 
a new  trustee  in  place  of  them  and  to 
prevent  them  from  dealing  in  Fox  The- 
atres securities. 

The  judge  declared  the  federal  court 
has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  matter  as  the 
case  has  been  removed  to  the  supreme 
court.  He  also  declared  that,  in  the  de- 
nial, he  was  not  passing  on  its  merits. 


the  William  Bioff  situation,  Schenck  ad- 
mitted that  a $100,000  loan  was  made  and 
paid  off.  Persistent  questions  on  that  sit- 
uation brought  about  this:  “You  fellows 
are  looking  for  dirt  and  I haven’t  any  to 
dish  out.”  Schenck  was  surprised  to  learn 
of  a pamphlet  being  distributed  by  the 
AAAA  dealing  with  Bioff’s  record. 

An  added  reason  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  cannot  strike,  said  Schenck,  is  that 
the  organization  is  not  a labor  union  but 
a corporation  with  which  the  producers 
have  made  contracts.  As  far  as  the  stage- 
hands union  is  concerned,  he  said  a clause 
in  their  pact  provides  a ten-day  notice  be- 
fore a strike.  “We  accept  no  ultimatum 
from  anybody,”  he  concluded.  “The  only 
reason  we  made  a deal  with  lATSE  was 
because  we  had  one  previously.” 
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Flashback  to  the  . . . 


For  instance,  above  left,  are  Charlie 
Smakwitz  and  Roy  Haines  of  Warner. 
The  man  on  the  golf  course  and  with 
the  funny  hat  is  James  Ross  Grainger, 
president  of  Republic.  At  the  extreme 


right  is  a group  including  E.  A.  Golden, 


Schine  Convention— 

Monogram,  vice-president;  Willard  S. 
McKay,  attorney  for  the  Schines; 
Frank  Boucher,  a Schine  district  man- 
ager, in  the  white  suit,  and  Grainger, 
this  time  m more  normal  attire. 


A IL  B A W Y 


Crescent  Target  in  Third  of 
Gov’t  ''Local  Trust”  Suits 


EARNER’S  Utica  managers  were  here 
for  a Monday  huddle  with  Charles  E. 
Smakwitz,  district  director  . . . Nat  Levy, 
RKO  Philadelphia  manager,  and  Herb  Mc- 
Intyre, district  manager  with  offices  in 
Boston,  were  callers  at  the  local  branch. 
Margaret  Buckley,  assistant  cashier  of 
RKO,  is  on  vacation. 

Son  of  Louis  Klein,  operator  of  the 
Hunter  in  Hunter,  died  . . . Sam  Davis, 
of  Phoenicia,  Phoenicia,  has  many  fisher- 
men among  his  summer  patrons.  Davis 
operates  part  time  during  winter  and  full 
time  in  summer  . . . Lou  Bucken,  Amenia 
exhibitor,  and  wife  have  returned  from  a 
round  robin  to  World’s  Fair  in  Hew  York 
and  Golden  Gate  Exposition  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Jim  Papayanakos  will  redecorate  the 
Gralyn  in  Gouveneur.  Potsdam  is  another 
of  his  stands.  Brother  Alex  holds  forth 
in  Canton  . . . Ben  Hobbs  runs  the  Danne- 
mora  in  Dannemora  four  nights  a week 
. . . Joe  Sternberg  of  the  Pranjo,  Boon- 
ville,  owns  a boat  and  does  a lot  of  fish- 
ing in  the  Thousand  Islands  area. 

Sol  Edwards,  Grand  National  division 
sales  manager,  stopped  briefly  at  Saratoga 
. . . Alan  Jones,  hooker  for  Mitchell  Con- 
ery,  was  on  Filmrow  . , . Virginia  Sawyer, 
secretary  to  Arthur  J.  Newman,  Republic 
manager,  vacationed  in  old  home  town, 
Whitehall  . . . Mrs.  Paul  J.  Richrath  and 
son,  Paul  jr.,  were  at  Saratoga  for  a day’s 
racing.  Richrath  sr.  is  Grand  National 
branch  boss. 

Bill  Murray,  Grand  National  booker, 
emulated  the  busman,  on  a weekend  in 
Boston.  He  visited  the  exchanges,  includ- 
ing 20th  Century-Fox,  where  brother  Nor- 
bert  works. 

Arthur  M.  Loew  is  a.  Saratoga  Springs 
cottager.  He  arrived  in  his  private  plane 
for  racing  season  . . . Saratoga,  Schenc- 
tady  and  Albany  papers  front-paged  story 
that  Louis  B.  Mayer  was  withdrawing  his 
horses  from  California  competition  and 


Washington — Carrying  out  his  policy  of 
“hitting  ’em  hard  and  often,”  Assistant 
Attorney  General  Thurman  Arnold,  gov- 
ernment trust-buster,  has  filed  the  third 
of  a series  of  suits  for  dissolution  of  large 
independent  exhibitor  chains,  this  time  di- 
recting his  fire  at  the  Crescent  organiza- 
tion. 

Filing  a petition  in  equity  in  the  district 
court  for  the  middle  district  of  Tennes- 
see, August  11,  the  department  of  justice 
named  as  defendants  the  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Inc.;  Cumberland  Amusement 
Co.,  Lyric  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.;  New 
Strand  Co.,  Strand  Enterprise  Corp., 
Rockwood  Amusements,  Inc.;  Cherokee 
Amusements  Co.,  Inc.;  Kentucky  Amuse- 
ment, Inc.,  and  Muscle  Shoals  Theatres, 
Inc.,  together  with  their  officers  and  di- 
rectors, on  the  ground  the  organization, 
together  with  major  producing  companies, 
was  restraining  trade  in  the  distribution 
of  motion  pictures  in  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, Alabama  and  parts  of  Mississippi 
and  Arkansas. 

The  petition  seeks  dissolution  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  rearrangement  of  its  properties 
in  several  separate  and  independent  cor- 
porations in  such  manner  as  to  create 
competitive  conditions,  injunctions  against 
the  practices  resulting  in  the  alleged 
monopoly  control  and  its  oppressive  exer- 
cise, and  an  injunction  against  the  acqui- 
sition of  additional  theatres  or  financial 
interests  therein. 


was  leaving  for  Saratoga.  L.  B.  was  a big 
purchaser  of  1938  yearlings  at  the  Spa. 

Proctor’s,  Fabian’s  ace  house  in  Schenec- 
tady, advertises  “good  seats”  ’til  5 p.  m. 
Saturdays,  and  child  always  10  cents. 
State,  Fabian’s  other  first  run,  has  an  all- 
seat scale  of  25  cents  for  adults  and  10 
cents  for  children,  Saturdays. 


Also  named  in  the  petition  were  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.;  Paramount  Film  Dis- 
tributing Corp.;  Loew’s,  Inc.;  Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum  Corp.;  Universal  Pictures  Co., 
Inc.;  Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc.;  20th 
Century-Fox  Film  Corp.;  United  Artists 
Corp.;  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.;  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  Vitagraph,  Inc., 
which  the  department  asked  be  enjoined 
from  licensing  pictures  except  on  a local 
competitive  basis. 

As  in  the  dissolution  suits  filed  against 
the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  on  April  28, 
last,  and  Schine  Chain  Theatres,  Inc., 
August  7,  the  department  of  justice 
charged  that  while  the  operations  of  the 
Crescent  circuit  “are  not  nation-wide,  its 
effect  upon  the  independent  theatre  own- 
ers in  its  area  of  operation  is  substantially 
similar  to  that  of  the  major  producing 
companies  within  the  area  of  their  opera- 
tions,” it  was  explained  in  a formal  an- 
nouncement of  the  filing  of  the  petition. 
“Because  of  the  control  by  this  chain  of  a 
large  number  of  theatres,”  it  was  alleged, 
“it  is  able  to  make  blanket  contracts  for 
all  desirable  pictures  for  all  of  its  thea- 
tres without  competing  with  local  inde- 
pendent exhibitors.” 

With  the  filing  of  two  suits  against  ex- 
hibition circuits  within  a single  week,  the 
department  was  seen  as  geared  up  for  its 
avowed  plan  of  fighting  monopoly  by 
bringing  a number  of  suits  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country  at  the  same  time,  all 
based  on  the  same  grounds.  The  current 
series  of  suits  are  held  to  be  necessary 
compiementaries  to  the  suit  pending 
against  the  major  companies  in  the  New 
York  federal  court. 

Thus  far,  the  department  has  covered 
operations  in  12  states,  the  Griffith  cir- 
cuit operating  in  Oklahoma,  Texas  and 
New  Mexico,  and  the  Schine  chain  hav- 
ing houses  in  New  York,  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Maryland  and  Delaware. 
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United  in  Intent  to 
Battle  Rental  Tilt 

Philadelphia — Both  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions, Allied  and  UMPTO,  are  considering 
a battle  against  the  current  increases  in 
film  rental  prices. 

At  a special  board  of  managers  meet- 
ing of  UMPTO,  Lewen  Pizor,  president, 
announced  that  a survey  by  a committee 
discovered  that  every  distributor,  major 
and  independent,  was  asking  higher  ren- 
tals this  year.  The  investigating  com- 
mittee is  mapping  a campaign  against 
higher  prices,  he  said,  but  would  not  re- 
veal what  form  it  will  take. 

Meanwhile,  UMPTO  members  are  cau- 
tioned to  go  easy  on  contracting  for  films 
until  the  committee  reports  at  a meeting 
September  2. 

Pizor  also  reported  a successful  drive  to 
organize  exhibitors  of  the  Lykens  Valley 
region  at  a meeting  in  Lycoming,  Pa.  He 
discussed  results  of  a conference  in  Wash- 
ington with  Secretary  of  Commerce  Harry 
Hopkins,  which  was  attended  by  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall and  other  leaders. 

Allied  officers  presented  results  of  a com- 
parison study  of  1938  and  1939  product 
deals  at  a membership  meeting.  A plan 
of  action  was  discussed. 


Trustee  Asks  Court  to 
Cut  Six  RKO  Claims 

New  York — Irving  Trust  Co.,  as  trus- 
tee of  RKO,  has  petitioned  the  federal 
court  to  allow  it  to  reduce  six  claims  filed 
against  RKO  in  the  amount  of  $2,241,463 
to  $411,695  and  allow  them  in  that  amount. 
Judge  William  Bondy  set  Friday,  as  the 
date  for  a public  hearing  of  the  applica- 
tion. 

The  first  claim  is  that  of  Alfred  E.  Fie- 
gal  filed  for  $24,061  for  breach  of  bill- 
board advertising  to  be  reduced  to  $11,629 
and  allowed  as  an  unsecured  claim.  The 
second  is  that  of  the  Criterion  Advertising 
Co.  for  the  same  cause  with  a $404,686 
claim  reduced  and  allowed  as  an  unsecured 
claim  as  $314,333. 

The  claim  of  the  Chemical  Bank  and 
Trust  Co.,  as  trustees  prior  to  RKO’s  re- 
ceivership, under  the  July  1,  1931  collateral 
note  indenture  for  $4,568  is  allowed  at  that 
amount  as  a preferred  claim.  Tlie  claims 
of  the  Orpheum  Theatre  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
$124,083  and  that  of  the  Publix  Indiana 
Corp.,  for  $1,602,900  which  were  assigned 
to  the  RKO  Orpheum  Corp.  were  expunged 
in  December,  1938.  RKO  Orpheum  had 
released  the  parent  company  from  any 
liability. 

The  last  claim  is  that  of  the  U.  S.  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Denver  based  on  a guar- 
antee of  the  principal  and  interest  on  the 
mortgage  bonds  of  the  Denver  Orpheum 
which  was  filed  and  allowed  at  $81,165  as 
an  unsecured  claim. 


Alliance  to  Popular 

New  York — Budd  Rogers,  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  Alliance  Films, 
has  sold  the  New  England  franchise  to 
Popular  Pictures  of  Boston,  owned  by  Ben 
Rogers. 


Capitol  Zone  WB  Managers 
Hold  Parley  on  Product 

Washington — Waimer  theatre  managers 
in  this  zone  gathered  at  the  Mayflower 
Tuesday  in  annual  meeting  to  discuss 
forthcoming  product.  John  J.  Payette, 
zone  manager,  conducted  the  session. 

Robert  Smeltzer,  Warner  district  man- 
ager, represented  the  distribution  depart- 
ment and  outlined  his  company’s  lineup. 
Frank  La  Falce,  advertising  head  of  the 
theatre  zone,  undertook  an  analysis  of 
product  from  other  sources.  Speakers  in- 
cluded George  A.  Crouch,  assistant 
zcne  manager:  Guy  Wonders,  Mary- 
land district  manager;  Nat  Glasser,  Vir- 
ginia district  manager;  A.  Julian  Brylaw- 
ski,  in  charge  of  real  estate;  C.  E.  Mc- 
Gowan, contact  manager;  Louis  Ribnitzski, 
booker;  J.  Alton  Pratt  and  Walter  Pettus, 
in  charge  of  projection  and  sound,  re- 
spectively. The  group  went  on  an  outing 
Wednesday  at  Annapolis  Roads.  Managers 
of  all  exchanges  in  Washington  attended 
as  guests  of  Payette. 

Managers  present  were:  Fred  Thomas, 
Earle:  Charles  Grimes,  Metropolitan;  Rob- 
ert Etris,  Ambassador;  James  Glennon, 
Apollo;  Theodore  Lohmeyer,  Avalon;  Nel- 
son Smith,  Avenue  Grand;  Alan  Bachrach, 
Calvert;  Maynard  Madden,  Central;  Sid- 
ney Hoffman,  Colony;  Ernest  Wells,  Home; 
Claude  Land,  Kennedy;  Henry  Coon,  Penn; 
Le  Roy  Sherman,  Savoy;  Raymond  Burch, 
Seco;  Lawrence  Snoots,  Sheridan;  Wm. 
Cleveland,  Takoma;  James  Root,  Tivoli; 
Walter  Cersley,  Uptown;  Earl  Heatwole, 
York,  all  of  Washington;  Rodney  Collier, 
Stanley,  Baltimore;  Ted  Crowther,  Opera 
House,  Frederick;  Jack  Forney,  Tivoli, 
Frederick;  Joseph  Cumiskey,  Academy, 
Hagerstown:  George  Payette,  Maryland, 
Hagerstown:  Lou  Kusner,  Apollo,  Martins- 
burg;  Henry  Clark,  Arcade,  Waynesboro; 
C.  H.  McKinney,  Masonic,  Clifton  Forge; 
Don  Nichols,  Virginia,  Harrisonburg;  Ralph 
Daves,  State,  Lexington;  Frank  Shaffer, 
Dixie  and  Strand,  Staimton,  and  Lamar 
Keen,  Capitol,  Winchester;  and  Fred  Mc- 
Millan, the  Silver,  Silver  Springs,  Md. 


Kuhn  Files  Particulars 
In  "Spy"  Libel  Action 

New  York — Fritz  J.  Kuhn,  as  president 
of  the  German  American  Bund,  has  filed 
a bill  of  particulars  in  the  federal  court  in 
connection  with  his  $5,000,000  libel  action 
against  Warner  over  “Confessions  of  a 
Nazi  Spy.’’ 

The  bill  gives  particulars  about  the 
Bund’s  “Americanism,”  cites  requisites  for 
membership,  and  recites  its  constitution 
and  purposes. 


Defense  Spending  May 
Net  Canal  Zone  Boom 

New  York — Increased  appropriations  for 
the  army  and  navy  are  expected  to  boom 
conditions  in  the  Canal  Zone,  reports  Wil- 
liam W.  Sullivan,  20th-Fox  manager  there. 
He  says  all  the  distributors  are  looking 
forward  to  a good  year  as  a result  of  the 
added  expenditures  for  national  defense. 
Sullivan  remains  here  for  another  two 
weeks  for  home  office  talks. 


Fox  Creditors  Seek 
"Recapture  Suits" 

Camden,  N.  J. — Federal  Judge  John  B. 
Avis  has  taken  under  advisement  a pro- 
posal of  seven  creditors  of  William  Fox, 
former  producer,  to  institute  “recapture 
suits”  satisfy  claims. 

“At  least  $1,500,000  could  be  realized 
from  the  All-Continent  Co.  and  $9,000,000 
more  from  Fox  debtors,”  declared  Samuel 
B.  Stewart  jr.,  coimsel  for  the  Capital 
Company  of  California. 

Stewart  denounced  a plan  for  settling 
the  $55,000,000  in  total  claims  for  $600,- 
000 — a plan  proposed  by  Hiram  Steelman, 
trustee  in  bankruptcy  for  the  Fox  inter- 
ests. He  said  the  Fox  firm  owed  his  com- 
pany $5,190,000,  and  that  the  “trustee  is 
trying  to  force  a settlement  on  the  creditors 
instead  of  pressing  recovery  suits  to  in- 
crease the  estate’s  assets.” 

“But,”  countered  Elmer  Brown,  cotmsel 
for  Trustee  Steelman,  “the  creditors  have 
come  forward  with  nothing  concrete  to 
show  where  recapture  suits  would  increase 
assets.” 

Thurman  Hill,  special  assistant  counsel 
for  the  U.  S.  treasury  department,  which 
has  a $4,900,000  tax  claim  against  Fox, 
told  Judge  Avis  his  department  would  co- 
operate with  Steelman  in  any  attempt  to 
obtain  revenue  from  debtors. 


Protests  "Anti-Labor"  Tenor 
Of  "Our  Leading  Citizen" 

New  York — A nation-wide  campaign 
against  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  is  in  store 
for  the  picture  unless  Paramount  makes 
the  changes  requested  in  an  open  letter  by 
Edward  K.  Kern,  director  of  activities  of 
Film  Audiences  for  Democracy. 

Addressed  to  Barney  Balaban,  the  writer 
points  out  it  is  the  conviction  of  the  or- 
ganization the  picture  is  anti-labor.  “We 
do  not  believe  that  it  will  serve  the  cause 
of  democracy,  or  even  an  abstract  Amer- 
icanism,” he  contends. 

The  objections  of  the  organization 
against  the  film  are  described  in  detail. 
Kern  says  the  early  portion  of  the  film  is 
a “demagogic  attempt  to  curry  favor  for 
the  underdog”  and  that  “Comrade  Peters 
is  one  of  the  ‘phoniest’  creations  to  have 
hit  the  screen  in  some  time.” 


Charges  Its  Advocates 
"Murdered"  Code 


(Continued  from  page  37) 
the  house  committee.  In  the  meantime, 
the  only  concern,  silence  the  ‘agitators,’ 
and  proceed  in  full  enjoyment  of  their 
monopolistic  privileges.” 

Reports  from  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try indicate  that  (a)  shorts  are  still  being 
forced,  (b)  the  customary  score  charge  is 
being  added  to  the  film  rental,  but  not  as 
a separate  item,  (c)  distributors  are  de- 
manding higher  prices  with  a larger  num- 
ber of  percentage  pictures,  and  (d)  dis- 
tributors are  waiving  guarantees  in  order 
to  exact  preferred  playing  time,  according 
to  the  bulletin. 
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'^HE  Stanley-Warner  circuit  will  make 

another  of  its  series  of  switches  in  house 
policy  August  25,  Boxoffice  has  leai’ned. 
The  Earle  orchestra,  on  a visit  to  the  Pox, 
comes  back,  bringing  with  it  the  Fox’s 
vaudeville  . . . The  Fox  goes  back  to  its 
old  policy  of  first  runs  with  no  flesh  shows 
. . . And  the  Earle’s  three-hour  show 
policy  goes  to  the  Capitol,  with  Herman 
Comer  the  new  manager  there  . . . George 
Balkin  is  filling  in  at  the  Pox  while  Hal 
Seidenberg  vacations.  Marty  Goldenberg, 
State,  is  boosting  show  dates  between  dads 
and  daughters  of  the  neighborhood  as  a 
build-up  for  “Daughters  Courageous.” 

Charley  Goldfine  has  his  old  Falls 
Theatre  wp  for  auction  and  his  new  Al- 
den  is  being  advertised  for  sale  . . . Chris- 
topher Carey,  assistant  at  the  Karlton,  has 
a date  at  the  altar  September  9 . . . It’s  a 
boy  for  Iz  Litwin,  assistant  purchasing 
agent  at  Warner  . . . And  a boy  also  for 
Jack  Flynn,  Warner  city  zone  manager 
. . . Sam  Crayder,  Princess,  is  back  from 
vacation,  which  he  spent  partly  in  the 
mountains  and  partly  with  his  daughter, 
Elsie  Finn,  the  Record  critic. 

Everett  Callow,  Warner  advertising  boss, 
gives  a lift  to  his  weary  assistants  these 
blistering  days  by  ordering  a round  of 
drinks  (Coca  Cola)  at  his  expense  . . . 
Winnie  Mohan,  secretary  to  J.  Ellis  Ship- 
man,  is  back  from  her  honeymoon  as  Mrs. 
Caulfield  . . . Skip  Weshner  has  moved 
into  town — Rittenhouse  Plaza — so  he  can 
keep  a closer  watch  on  things  . . . Stan- 
ley-Warner is  opening  two  new  houses 
August  16— the  State,  Chester,  Pa.,  and 
the  Levoy,  Millville,  N.  J.  . . . Milt  Young, 
Warner  publicity  man,  cut  short  his  vaca- 
tion when  his  daughter,  Patsy,  caught  a 
cold. 

Bill  Hopkins,  Metro  shipper,  has  popped 
the  question  and  got  the  right  answer. 
The  ceremony  is  this  week  . . . Emma  Cul- 
bertson, Metro  cashier,  is  getting  her 
share  of  the  Wildwood  sun  . . . Other 
Metroites  on  vacation — Mary  Ginther, 
telephone  girl;  Frank  Sculli,  booker,  and 
Ada  Norvick,  secretary  of  Ben  Hayney  . . . 
Florence  Averell,  secretary  of  Bob  Lynch, 
Metro,  and  Kay  Milner,  secretary  of  Oscar 
Neufeld,  Horlacher,  show  how  versatile 
they  are  by  filling  in  at  the  switchboard 
when  vacations  make  the  office  short- 
handed. 

Pew  exhibitors  know  that  Walter  Betts 
of  the  Ball,  Millsboro,  Del.,  is  the  famous 
Huck  Betts  who  used  to  pitch  for  the 
Phillies  . . . The  Showmen  Club’s  clam- 
bake has  been  called  off.  They  had  plenty 
of  clams,  but  too  many  prospective  clam- 
eaters  were  away  on  vacation  . . . William 
Goldberg,  Europa  Cinemas,  was  in  town 
from  New  York,  visiting  the  Studio  Thea- 
tre and  the  Variety  Club. 

Dave  Greenberg,  Variety  Club  manager, 
was  expected  to  leave  the  hospital  last 
week  after  a siege  of  pneumonia,  and  to 
go  to  a convalescent  home.  His  wife,  Flor- 
ence, was  also  reported  on  the  recovery 
road  . . . Benny  the  Bum’s  closed  for  the 
summer,  first  time  in  the  nitery’s  career 
. . . Harry  Chertcoff  has  taken  over  two 
houses  in  Middletown,  owned  by  Aaron 
Palmer. 


Visitor  From  Virginia — 

Willis  Grist,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount, Lynchburg,  Va.,  visits  Para- 
mount’s Fair  lounge  in  New  York. 
With  him  are  Mrs.  Grist  and  their 
daughter,  Virginia. 


Charges  French  OHicials 
Aided  in  Film  Smuggling 


New  York — -A  federal  grand  jury  has 
handed  up  a public  presentation  to  Judge 
John  C.  Knox  in  the  federal  court,  charg- 
ing that  the  French  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  has  permitted  its  diplomatic 
pouches  to  be  used  in  the  smuggling  of 
commercial  films  into  the  United  States. 
The  charges  were  sent  to  Secretary  of  State 
Cordell  Hull,  by  John  T.  Cahill,  U.  S.  at- 
torney. 

It  was  charged  Andre  De  La  Varre, 
commercial  photographer,  known  as  “The 
Screen  Traveler,”  during  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1938  took  the  pictures  in  Algeria, 
France,  Holland,  Hungary,  Morocco,  Switz- 
erland and  Tunis,  and  smuggled  in  37,000 
feet.  De  La  Varre  was  held  in  $2,000  bail 
by  Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard. 

He  is  said  to  have  approached  the  min- 
istry about  seeking  a method  of  getting  in 
the  films  duty  free.  The  ministry  pre- 
sumably agreed  to  aid  and  nine  packages 
were  made  of  them  and  placed  in  diplo- 
matic pouches  for  shipment  on  the  Paris, 
leaving  Havre  Jan.  4,  1939.  Because  of 
their  official  nature,  the  customs  officials 
did  not  open  the  pouches  which  were  ad- 
mitted duty  free  and  the  French  Tourist 
Bureau  then  notified  De  La  Varre  who 
claimed  the  film,  it  is  charged. 


Rites  for  John  J,  Reilly 

New  York — Funeral  service  for  John  J. 
(“Pop”)  Reilly,  former  stage  doorman  of 
the  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  were  held  here. 
Reilly,  who  retired  a few  months  ago  when 
his  son  inherited  a considerable  sum  of 
money  from  a patron  of  the  theatre, 
was  70. 


WASHMMGiTOM 

pLANS  for  the  exhibitor-sponsored  testi- 
monial to  Universal  were  launched 
at  a meeting  held  by  Branch  Man- 
ager B.,  B.  Kriesler  at  the  local  exchange 
with  all  employes  in  attendance.  Based  on 
past  performances,  the  local  exchange 
group  is  determined  to  cop  the  top  prize 
for  the  three-month  period  ending  October 
29  . . . Birthday  greetings  to  RKO’s  A1 
Polliard  . . . Bedford’s  Danny  Weinberg 
vacationed  at  Virginia  Beach  recently  and 
returned  with  the  fish  story  that  on  one 
expedition  his  catch  was  sufficient  to  feed 
everyone  in  the  hotel  . . . Ellison  Loth, 
Waynesboro,  has  returned  from  vacation. 

RKO’s  Agnes  Turner  is  en  route  to  the 
coast  for  her  vacation  by  plane  and  train, 
with  visits  to  Hollywood  and  Catalina 
highlighting  her  itinerary  . . . Monogram’s 
“Pat”  Smith  celebrated  a wedding  anni- 
versary, August  4 . . . Eleanor  Harper,  UA, 
is  getting  set  for  her  vacation  which  starts 
August  14  . . . RKO’s  Gladys  Sweeney  was 
pleasantly  surprised  to  meet  an  old  ac- 
quaintance on  the  train  while  en  route  to 
Arkansas,  and  by  coincidence  he  also  re- 
turned by  the  same  train  . . . Leonard  Lee, 
Schoolfield,  is  having  new  seats  installed 
in  the  Broadway,  Danville. 

E.  J.  McEvoy,  RKO’s  eastern  and  Cana- 
dian division  manager,  visited  with  Branch 
Manager  Bob  Folliard  for  a few  days  re- 
cently and  hopes  to  return  for  the  testi- 
monial dinner  for  A1  Lichtman  . . . The 
20th-Fox  salesmen  and  bookers  were 
awarded  second  prize  in  the  recent  short 
subject  contest  . . . Ira  Sichelman,  Pox 
booker,  is  still  confined  to  his  home  with  a 
severely  sprained  ankle  which  remains  to 
be  evidence  of  his  having  reached  first 
base  for  once  . . . Buck  Wilder,  Norfolk, 
and  Grace  Fisher,  Cumberland,  visited  the 
Row. 

The  New  Universal  Club  held  its  an- 
nual outing  August  5 at  Bay  Ridge  . . . 
Tommie  Taylor,  UA  shipper  and  Filmrow 
veteran,  is  convalescing  from  an  operation 
at  Sibley  Hospital  . . . RKO’s  Pete  Whit- 
tington was  presented  with  an  ^Yz-pound 
boy,  July  31  . . . Columbia’s  Rosalie 
Schwab  is  spending  her  vacation  at  Rocky 
Mount. 

Fred  Rohrs,  UA  branch  manager,  has 
returned  from  a business  conference  in 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  . . . Curtis  Hildebrand 
just  returned  from  a vacation  that  was 
spent  mostly  on  the  links  . . . Grace  Dyer, 
secretary  to  RKO’s  branch  manager,  is 
looking  forward  to  her  coming  trip  to  New 
Jersey  . . . Sam  Tabor,  Universal,  is  sport- 
ing a new  car  . . . Harry  Bachman,  Mono- 
gram’s branch  manager,  en  route  to  New 
York  for  a home  office  conference  . . . 
Mary  Janin,  RKO,  is  suntanning  at  Vir- 
ginia Beach. 

Eastman  Charges  Agfa 
With  Infringement 

New  York — Eastman  Kodak  Co.  in  a 
federal  court  action  charges  the  infringe- 
ment by  Agfa  Ansco  Corp.  of  its  patent, 
“Method  of  Producing  Motion  Picture 
Film.” 

An  injunction,  accounting  of  profits  and 
damages  are  sought. 
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(Continued  from  page  43) 
the  end  of  the  week  . . . Cary  Grant, 
Phyliss  Brooks  and  Mrs.  Erich  Povnner 
were  lie  de  France  arrivals  early  in  the 
week,  most  of  them  coast-bound  by  this 
time  . . . Jack  Skirball,  who  says  he  has 
set  a two-picture  deal  with  Columbia, 
plans  to  leave  for  the  coast  Wednesday  or 
Thursday  . . . William  Borack  of  Inter- 
mountain Theatres,  Salt  Lake  City;  Harold 
Buser,  Roxy,  Ottawa,  III.;  A.  W.  Lillie, 
Rialto,  Greenville,  Tex.,  and  J.  D.  Mitchell, 
same  theatre  as  Lillie,  visited  the  RKO 
lounge  during  the  week  . . . William  F. 
Rodgers  spent  the  weekend  with  the 
missus,  visiting  their  sons  at  a Nero 
Hampshire  camp  . . . Homar  Harman  of 
the  Roxy  is  looking  for  a residential  site 
in  Jersey,  a place  with  a lawn  and  a back 
yard  where  the  kiddies  can  romp  . . . J.  J. 
Friedl  and  his  son  left  for  Minneapolis 
after  another  few  days  in  town  . . . John 
Manheimer,  secretary  of  the  ITOA,  has 
gone  to  Ridgefield  Springs  for  a vacation. 

Leo  Cohen  of  Loew’s  leaves  August  18 
for  the  Wayne  Country  Club  at  Tyler  Hill, 
Pa.,  where  he  will  spend  his  two-week  va- 
cation . . . Hugh  Huber,  secretary-treasurer 
of  Hal  Roach  Studios,  is  back  on  the  coast 
after  a 10-day  visit  here  . . . Paramount 
lounge  visitors  of  the  week  included  Wil- 
liam N.  Wolfson,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount, Montgomery,  Ala.;  Herbert  Ettel- 
son  and  his  son,  Julian,  of  the  Lake  Shore, 
Chicago;  Harry  David,  Paramount  partner 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  William  Borach, 
booker  for  the  circuit  . . . And  at  RKO; 
M.  S.  Hirlekar  of  the  Indian  M.  P.  Con- 
gress, Bombay,  India,  and  M.  D.  Blieden 
of  the  Forsythe,  East  Chicago,  Ind.  . . . 
Hussein  Yateem,  who  says  he  operates  the 
only  film  theatre  on  the  Bahrein  Islands, 
in  the  Persian  Gulf,  is  visiting  these  parts 
and  contends  the  Arabs  prefer  Arabic 
films  and  the  Indians  their  own,  both 
classes  showing  a distaste  for  American 
films.  He  tells  the  story  when  he  exhibited 
“Modern  Times”  the  natives  called  Charles 
Chaplin  “a  crazy  infidel  who  could  not 
even  talk.” 

Jack  H.  Hoffberg  left  for  the  coast 
Thursday  on  the  first  lap  of  a six-week 
cross-country  tour.  Flying  is  out,  he  said 
before  entraining , due  to  objections  from 
the  missus  . . . More  out-of-town  exhibi- 
tor visitors  of  the  week  at  RKO,  included 
Earl  H.  Zimmer  of  the  Weedsport,  Weeds- 
port,  N.  Y.;  Eugene  Venne,  manager  of  the 
Radio,  Longueuil,  Quebec;  M.  A.  Markley 
of  the  State,  New  Castle,  Pa.;  Walter  P. 
Wilson,  resident  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  . . . Natalie 
Hammerstein  of  Loew’s  is  back  from  her 
vacation  in  Atlantic  City  . . . James  R. 
Grainger  flew  to  New  Orleans,  Wednesday, 
on  circuit  deals  for  Republic  . . . Milt  Ku- 
sell,  lunching  with  Walter  Reade  jr.  at 
the  Astor,  says  he  has  closed  a deal  with 
the  circuit  for  Paramount  product  and  the 
Century  negotiations  are  still  on  ..  . Louis 
Nizer  and  his  bride  sailed  over  the  week- 
end for  a honeymoon  in  Brazil. 


Adds  New  Censor 

Philadelphia — Gov.  Arthur  H.  James 
has  annoimced  the  appointment  of  Mrs. 
Beatrice  Miller  as  assistant  state  censor. 


Gotham  Exchange  Union 
To  Make  Wage  Demands 

New  York — Within  the  next  few  weeks, 
delegates  of  Local  B-51,  exchange  em- 
ployes’ union,  will  make  demands  on  dis- 
tributors for  increases,  it  is  learned.  The 
current  contract  expires  in  November. 

The  men  who  walked  out  in  the  strike 
which  tied  in  with  local  operators  some 
months  ago  have  yet  not  been  awarded  the 
two  weeks’  salary  which  they  have  been 
claiming.  Indications  are  they  will  not  get 
the  back  pay  because  the  walkout  was  in 
sympathy  with  Local  306  and  not  as  a re- 
sult of  B-51  differences  with  exchanges. 


Theatrical  Union 
Re-elects  Officers 

New  York — Tlie  United  Theatrical  and 
Motion  Picture  Workers  of  America,  an 
independent  union  of  motion  picture  opera- 
tors and  stagehands,  marked  its  seventh 
anniversary  by  reelecting  the  entire  slate 
of  officers. 

Union  officials  are:  Bernard  Deckoff, 
president:  Freeman  Horner,  vice-president; 
Alexander  Roth,  business  agent;  Peter 
Waxberg,  secretary:  William  Marom,  treas- 
urer; J.  Rockman,  sergeant-at-arms,  and 
James  Coyle,  Edward  Palone  and  Rudy 
Palone,  executive  members. 


• MVIEW 
FLASHES  • 


NEW  FRONTIERS  (Republic) — A seed  of  dra- 
matic conflict  flourishes  here  as  the  ranch- 
ers battle  the  attempt  of  the  state  to  take 
over  the  valley  to  build  a dam.  With  the 
Three  Mesquiteers  leading  the  way,  there 
is  considerable  doings  toward  the  latter 
portion  of  the  film.  But  the  story  doesn't 
maintain  itself  and  fends  to  slow  up  the 
action.  George  Sherman  directed. 

PORT  OF  HATE  (Metropolitan) — Tropical  ad- 
venture done  in  the  manner  of  the  old 
melodramatic  school.  Little  here  in  the  way 
of  entertainment.  It  is  a poor  effort  about 
the  discovery  of  an  oyster-bed  rich  in 
pearls  and  the  subsequent  attempt  of  two 
unscrupulous  capitalists  to  locate  the  site. 
Polly  Ann  Young,  sister  of  Loretta,  heads 
the  cast.  Harry  S.  Webb  directed. 

WHEN  TOMORROW  COMES  (Univ)— Reunit- 
ing Charles  Boyer  and  Irene  Dunne  in  a 
tender  romance  which  will  add  substan- 
tially to  their  popularity  stature  as  screen 
lovers.  Picture  is  carefully  and  unstint- 
ingly  produced,  which  fact,  coupled  with 
the  established  drawing  power  of  the  star 
combination,  should  assure  it  solid  patron- 
age. John  M.  Stahl  produced  and  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


fOMMY  GOLDBERG,  Walbrook,  is  tak- 
ing pinochle  lessons  at  Moe  Cohen’s 
Lex  way  . . . Ted  Routson,  publicity  chief 
at  the  Hippodrome,  is  in  New  York  buying 
costumes  for  the  Baltimore  Rockettes,  who 
appear  on  the  Hipp  stage  soon  . . . Morris 
Shapiro,  RKO,  is  a bachelor  these  days 
as  his  wife  is  in  Atlantic  City  with  her 
mother  . , , Henry  Hornstein  and  William 
Zell  recently  returned  from  Atlantic  City 
. . . Leo  Fleshman,  recently  on  the  staff 
at  the  Broadway,  now  is  doorman  at 
George  Jacobs  Goldfield  . . . I.  M.  Rappa- 
port.  Hippodrome  executive,  is  vacationing 
in  Maine  . , . There  is  a sign  in  Parkville, 
Md.,  a few  miles  above  Durkee’s  Northway, 
which  announces  a new  theatre  will  be 
built  there. 

Wilbur  Brizendine,  Rialto  manager,  is 
off  to  Florida  for  two  weeks  . . . Harold 
Grott,  Met,  taking  over  at  Rialto  while 
Wilbur  is  away  . . . R.  Marhenke,  Broad- 
way, and  John  Novak,  member  of  the 
house  of  delegates,  went  to  New  York  to 
celebrate  Maryland  Day  at  the  World’s 
Fair,  attending  a banquet  given  by  Grover 
Whalen  . . . Cliff  Jarrett,  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Hippodrome,  is  sporting  a new 
car  . . . M-G-M  pictures  go  into  the  York 
Theatre  after  a six-year  absence. 

Ed  Wyatt  is  back  at  the  Preston  after 
relieving  Edward  Kimple  sr.  at  the  Capitol 
during  the  latter’s  vacation  . . . Tommy 
Fisher,  doorman  at  the  Broadway,  an- 
nounces his  engagement  to  Dolores  Bie- 
kich  . . . Wm.  Doyle,  Met  electrician,  off 
on  his  vacation  to  Doylestown,  Pa.,  then 
to  Atlantic  City. 

Moms  A.  Mechanic,  president  of  the 
New,  pulled  a novel  publicity  stunt  by  in- 
viting members  of  the  amateur  press  club 
on  opening  night  to  review  “Hotel  for 
Women.’’  Prizes  were  given  for  the  best 
reviews  and  the  first  prize  winner  will 
have  his  review  published  in  the  Balti- 
more News-Post  . . . Sympathy  to  Norman 
and  Sidney  Gladstone,  Globe  Poster,  whose 
father  died  recently  . . . The  theatre  league 
softball  scores  are  as  follows;  Met  4, 
Apollo  1;  Broadway  14,  Century  2. 

Jean  Rome,  relief  manager  of  Rome 
theatres,  and  Pete  Rome,  went  on  a fish- 
ing trip  down  the  bay,  getting  seven  rock 
fish  weighing  from  8 to  12  pounds. 

Al  Cohen  and  wife,  Pennington,  are  off 
to  Virginia  . . . Mr.  George  Mitchel,  new 
chairman  of  the  Maryland  censor  board, 
has  arrived  from  the  World’s  Fair  . . . Re- 
port is  that  a.  theatre  unll  be  built  on 
Eastern  Ave.,  near  the  Grand,  by  Mr. 
Leivowitz. 


Trans  Lux  Net  $39,126 

New  York — Trans  Lux  and  wholly-own- 
ed subsidiaries  report  a net  of  $39,126  for 
the  six  months  to  June  30,  after  all  charges 
and  income  taxes.  'ITiis  compares  with 
$90,590  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

Eastman  Kodak  and  wholly  owned  sub- 
sidiaries show  a net  of  $8,688,870  for  the 
24  weeks  ending  June  17,  comparing  with 
$7,051,673  for  the  identical  period  in  1938. 
Current  earnings  are  at  the  rate  of  $3.43 
on  each  of  the  2,476,013  shares  of  out- 
standing common. 
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(Hollywood  Office-Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Proximity  of  Peace  in  Ranks 
Of  Labor  a Moot  Subject 


Whether  or  not  the  dove  of  peace  is 
hovering  over  Hollywood’s  warring  labor 
battalions  depends  upon  the  perspectives 
from  the  various  trenches  occupied  by  the 
many  factions  involved  in  the  complicated 
fight  for  control  of  celluloid  workers. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  producers 
and  the  powerful  International  Alliance  of 
Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  an  announce- 
ment to  the  effect  that  a tentative  five- 
year  closed-shop  agreement  for  five  lA 
studio  unions  had  been  reached,  and  that 
contracts  embodying  terms  of  this  agree- 
ment are  being  drafted,  can  definitely  be 
considered  a substantial  step  toward  solu- 
tion of  the  employer-worker  problem — 
which  for  many  months  has  been  the  high- 
est hurdle  in  the  path  of  harmonious 
production  activity. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  aligned  under 
the  banners  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
and  of  the  United  Studio  Technicians 
Guild  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  be- 
feathered  harbinger  of  harmony  is  no- 
where in  sight. 

Returns  Several  Unions 

The  lA-producer  agreement,  covering 
propmen,  grips,  electricians,  laboratory 
workers  and  technicians,  brings  back  into 
the  basic  agreement  those  unions  which 
withdrew  more  than  a year  ago  when  the 
lA  voted  to  give  them  local  autonomy. 
Schenck,  however,  reiterated  his  statement 
that  negotiations  with  the  lA  will  neither 
involve  nor  affect  the  status  of  any  other 
contracts  with  other  studio  unions — 
specifically  the  American  Society  of  Cine- 
matographers and  the  SAG.  It  was  con- 
sidered significant  in  some  quarters  that, 
shortly  before  the  lA-producer  peace  pact 
was  announced,  William  Bioff,  ex-IA 
representative  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  ar- 
rived by  air  from  New  York. 

Meantime  developments  along  the  SAG- 
lATSE  front,  in  which  the  actors  are 
fighting  the  lA’s  threatened  jurisdictional 
encroachment,  found  an  SAG  committee 
flying  to  Atlantic  City  to  present  the 
Guild’s  case  to  the  executive  council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  Also  plan- 
ing east  was  J.  W.  Buzzell,  secretary  of 
the  AFL’s  local  Central  Labor  Council, 
who  bore  with  him  a resolution  adopted  by 
the  CLC  calling  for  a general  AFL  studio 
strike,  if  necessary,  to  defeat  the  USTG, 
demanding  a government  investigation  of 
the  local  National  Labor  Relations  Board 


Studio-IA  Pact 
Hits  Snag 

The  new  five-year  contract  between 
producers  and  the  lATSE  received  a 
setback  in  a ruling  by  the  national 
labor  relations  board  that  the  pact  is 
contingent  upon  the  outcome  of  a 
board  hearing,  August  16,  on  the  col- 
lective bargaining  petition  filed  by  the 
United  Studio  Technicians  Guild.  The 
board  may  order  a general  election  of 
film  workers. 


and  the  appointment  of  an  unbiased  NLRB 
regional  director.  The  SAG  continued 
circularizing  strike  petitions  and  gave  a 
rousing  sendoff  to  its  Atlantic  City  dele- 
gation, which  included  President  Ralph 
Morgan,  Binnie  Barnes,  Mischa  Auer, 
Larry  Steers,  Jean  Muir,  Lucile  Gleason, 
Edward  Arnold,  Wayne  Morris  and  Henry 
Hull.  They  planned  to  demand  that  the 
AFL  declare  invalid  a charter  issued  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Actors  by  the 
lATSE,  the  AFA  having  been  expelled  from 
the  Association  of  Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America  a short  time  ago. 

President  George  Browne  of  the  lA,  also 
in  Atlantic  City,  declared  that  if  the  4-A 
and  its  affiliates  call  an  industry  strike, 
he  will  be  forced  to  call  a retaliatory 
walkout. 

Further  developments  in  the  SAG-4-A- 
lATSE-AFA  turmoil,  included  plans  for  a 
mass  meeting  to  be  staged  August  13,  at- 
tended by  the  SAG  and  other  4-A  af- 
filiates, with  Melvyn  Douglas  named  as 
chairman. 

In  the  face  of  the  obvious  setback  to 
the  USTG’s  cause,  Howard  Robertson, 
chairman  of  the  craft,  declared  the  tenta- 
tive lA-producer  agreement  “is  not  worthy 
the  paper  it  is  written  on,  for  it  violates 
not  only  the  spirit  but  the  letter  of  the 
Wagner  act.” 

Of  significance  also  was  the  disclosure 
that  the  NLRB  has  issued  amended  com- 
plaints charging  eight  film  companies  with 
unfair  labor  practice  in  connection  with 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild’s  fight  for  recog- 
nition. A new  hearing  will  get  under  way 
August  17. 

Other  labor  developments: 

Signing  of  a contract  with  the  Screen 


Directors  Guild  with  Republic  was  expect- 
ed as  the  SDG  issued  an  ultimatum  to  the 
studio  declaring  it  would  accept  no  changes 
in  the  basic  scale  which  has  been  accepted 
by  every  other  major  and  most  indepen- 
dent producers.  Negotiations  are  being 
conducted  by  Frank  Capra,  for  the  SDG, 
with  M.  J.  Siegel,  Republic  production 
head. 

Despite  the  major  labor  problems,  pro- 
ducers are  still  engaged  in  active  negotia- 
tion with  the  Screen  Readers  and  Screen 
Publicists  Guilds,  in  which  the  setting  of 
minimum  wage  scales  remains  the  chief 
stumbling  block.  The  United  Office  and 
Professional  Workers  Ass’n  has  opened  a 
drive  to  organize  unaffiliated  studio  office 
workers.  All  of  the  major  studios  and  27 
independents  have  signed  the  new  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Film  Editors  modified 
contract. 

Wanger  Elected  to  Producer 
Association  Membership 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  producers 
association,  which  held  a lengthy  weekly 
session  and  emerged  with  the  announce- 
ment of  a tentative  five-year  agreement 
with  the  lATSE,  also  elected  Walter 
Wanger,  head  of  Walter  Wanger  Produc- 
tions, to  membership  in  the  association. 

Its  time  devoted  almost  entirely  to  the 
crucial  studio  labor  situation,  the  Hays 
office  nevertheless  sponsored  the  usual 
monthly  meeting  of  the  studios’  foreign 
publicity  directors.  The  session  was  held 
at  Paramount  studio,  however,  instead  of 
at  the  association  offices,  usual  meeting 
place.  Attending  were  Tom  Petty  and 
Geraldine  Espee  of  the  Hays  office;  Robert 
Vogel,  Metro;  Carl  Schaefer,  Warner; 
Norman  Rivkin,  Universal;  Niguel  de  Zar- 
raga,  Columbia;  Nick  Ermolieff,  RKO 
Radio;  Fred  Frederickson,  Selznick  Inter- 
national; Doc  Bishop,  20th  Century-Fox, 
and  Luigi  Luraschi  and  Edward  Schell- 
horn,  Paramount. 

Charles  C.  Pettijohn,  the  association’s 
general  counsel,  terminated  a short  stay  in 
Hollywood  by  returning  to  New  York  en 
route  to  Europe. 


New  Lantz  Cartoons 

“Adventures  of  Tom  Thumb”  and  “Kit- 
tens’ Mittens”  have  been  placed  in  work 
as  cartoon  shorts  by  Walter  Lantz.  Be- 
ing produced  in  Technicolor,  they  are  for 
Universal  release. 


Fenton's  Next  for  Metro 

“Days  Before  Lent,”  a story  by  Hamilton 
Basso,  will  be  Leslie  Fenton’s  next  direc- 
torial assignment  at  Metro. 
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Major  Production  Is 
Down  Third  Week 


Major  studio  production  has  taken  an- 
other nosedive  for  the  third  consecutive 
week,  with  the  total  in  work  standing  at 
36.  Another  seven  are  being  prepared  for 
immediate  starts. 

Columbia  launched  “Spookhouse”  to 
raise  its  total  to  three.  “Fast  and  Furious” 
got  underway  at  M-G-M  to  hold  that 
studio’s  total  at  six.  Monogram  is  idling 
along  with  only  one  picture  in  production. 

Harry  Sherman  gunned  “Knights  of  the 
Range”  as  a Paramount  release.  At  the 
same  time  the  studio  sent  “Our  Neigh- 
bors— the  Carters”  into  the  cutting  room 
to  emerge  with  a nine-picture  total.  The 
Gordon-Goetz  unit  at  RKO  Radio  signaled 
the  start  of  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois”  on 
location.  However,  the  recently-launched 
“Vigil  in  the  Night”  will  be  slowed  for  six 
weeks  because  of  the  illness  of  Carole  Lom- 
bard. Five  films  are  thus  in  work. 

Republic,  with  one  in  production,  listed 
no  new  starts.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
three  in  work,  “Here  I Am  a Stranger” 
having  been  completed.  Two  of  them, 
“High  School”  and  “Too  Busy  to  Work,” 
are  new  starts.  Universal  reports  a five- 
picture  total,  starting  “The  Tower  of 
London”  but  finishing  “Missing  Evidence” 
and  "Chip  of  the  Flying  U.”  United  Artists 
is  temporarily  inactive  with  the  comple- 
tion of  Walter  Wanger’s  “Eternally  Yours.” 
“State  Cop”  is  underway  at  Warner,  which 
plant  has  seven  in  work. 


Studio  Employment 
Rol's  Holding  Up 

Dwindling  production  schedules  during 
the  past  three  months  have,  as  yet,  had 
no  noticeable  effect  on  the  studio  em- 
ployment index,  which  finds  most  plants 
operating  with  larger-than-average  sum- 
mer payrolls.  Twentieth  Century-Fox’s 
personnel,  for  example,  currently  num- 
bers more  than  3,200,  a new  high  for  the 
season,  with  no  indication  it  is  to  be 
pruned.  Furthermore,  the  number  of  con- 
struction workers  used  at  Paramount  for 
the  last  three  months  has  broken  all  sum- 
mer records,  with  an  average  of  more  than 
700  listed  on  the  daily  call-sheet. 

Leaving  RKO  Radio  after  a four-year 
association,  P.  J.  Wolfson  will  join  Co- 
lumbia in  November  on  a producer-direc- 
tor-writer ticket  similar  to  his  present 
contract  with  the  former  company.  His 
present  production  is  “Allegheny  Fron- 


Directorial Credits 
Correction 

Two  errors  in  directorial  credits  were 
made  in  the  reviews  on  current  pictures 
printed  in  last  week's  issue  of  BOX- 
OFFICE.  Henry  King  directed  20th 
Century-Fox's  "Stanley  and  Living- 
stone/' while  Tod  Browning  should 
have  been  similarly  credited  for 
M-G-M's  "Miracles  for  Sale." 


tier,”  now  in  work. 

Releases  from  their  20th  Century-Fox 
contracts  have  been  secured  by  Robert 
Kellard  and  Richard  Bond,  featured  players. 
Eleanor  Harris  has  also  left  the  lot,  hav- 
ing completed  her  stint  as  a contract 
writer. 

Ralph  Byrd  has  obtained  a release  from 
his  Republic  acting  contract  after  two 
years  with  the  studio.  He  plans  to  free- 
lance. 

The  Play’s  the  Thing  Productions  unit, 
piloted  by  Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker, 
has  added  Don  Ehlers  to  the  staff  as 
Towne’s  assistant.  Ehlers  is  a nephew  of 
George  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO  Ra- 
dio. 

Don  Racey  has  been  promoted  from 
M-G-M’s  accounting  office  to  the  post  of 
assistant  to  Fred  Gabourie,  construction 
supervisor. 


David  Niven  has  pulled  out  for  New 
York,  en  route  to  England  for  a month’s 
vacation  . . . Director  Theodore  Reed  and 
Scenarist  Don  Hartman  are  spending  three 
weeks  in  New  York  gathering  material  for 
a forthcoming  Paramount  picture  . . . The 
Masquers  Club  will  hold  its  annual  out- 
ing at  the  Uplifters’  Ranch,  September  10. 
* 

Director  James  Hogan  is  scouting  loca- 
tions in  Texas  for  his  next  Paramount  as- 
signment. He  is  accompanied  by  Horace 
McCoy  and  William  R.  Lipman,  scripters 
. . . E.  Y.  Harburg,  who  collaborated  on 
the  music  for  Metro’s  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,” 
is  off  to  England  to  stage  a preview  of  the 
score  for  radio  and  band  leaders.  He  plans 
a similar  stunt  in  Sweden  . . . Robert 
Vogel,  head  of  Metro’s  international  de- 
partment, is  vacationing  in  northern  Cali- 
fornia . . . Newlyweds  are  Joseph  Lyons  of 
Metro’s  publicity  art  department  and 
Helen  Nagel  of  Pomona,  Cal. 

* 

S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner  advertising- 
publicity  director,  leaves  August  18  on  a 
two-week  business  trip  to  New  York.  In 
the  east  he  will  launch  advertising  and  ex- 
ploitation campaigns  on  three  of  the  com- 
pany’s forthcoming  big  releases  . . . Sev- 
eral hundred  studio  employes  attended  the 
Warner  Club’s  annual  outing  at  Catalina 
Island  . . . Norman  Reilly  Raine  has  re- 
turned from  the  east  to  begin  a new  War- 
ner wi’iting  assignment  . . . Don  King, 
Paramount  publicist,  is  battling  an  in- 
testinal flu  attack  at  his  home  . . . Brenda 
Marshall,  new  Warner  player,  trained  for 
New  York,  planning  to  vacation  until 
September  15. 

* 

Director  Henry  King  has  flown  to  New 
York  in  his  private  plane  to  pick  up  back- 
ground shots  for  his  next  20th  Century- 
Fox  assignment.  Robert  Webb  accom- 
panied him  . . . Randolph  Scott  has  re- 
ported to  20th  Century-Fox  after  a short 
vacation  in  the  east  . . . Mrs.  and  Robert 
Z.  Leonard  are  holidaying  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  at  Yosemite. 

■k 

Gale  Page  has  returned  to  Warner  after 
a three-week  vacation  in  Spokane  . . . 


Second  Douglas-Blondell 
Starrer  by  Columbia 

Columbia  will  re-unite  the  Melvyn 
Douglas-Joan  Blondell  team  in  “The  In- 
credible Mr.  Williams,”  from  a story  by 
Sy  Bartlett.  Alexander  HaU  will  direct  for 
Producer  Everett  Riskin. 


Lesser  s Last  Breen 

Sol  Lesser  has  signed  Erie  Kenton  to  di- 
rect “Escape  to  Paradise,”  final  Bobby 
Breen  starrer  to  be  made  under  his  super- 
vision before  Lesser  swings  into  action  with 
his  United  Artists  unit.  Future  Breen  pic- 
tures for  RKO  Radio  will  be  produced  by 
Bernard  Briskin  of  Principal  Pictures. 


Norman  Reilly  Raine,  Warner  writer,  pull- 
ed out  for  the  east  on  a business  trip. 

★ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Stone  have  sailed 
to  Honolulu  for  a two-month  holiday  . . . 
Leo  McCarey  is  scouting  locations  around 
Colorado  Springs  for  his  next  RKO  Radio 
assignment  . . . Universal  has  sent  Maurice 
Pivar  to  the  New  York  office  with  a print 
of  “When  Tomorrow  Comes”  for  delivery 
to  eastern  executives. 

* 

The  Walter  Lantz  cartoon  staff  was 
handed  a week’s  vacation  with  pay  as  a 
bonus  for  completing  the  entire  1939-40 
Lantz  lineup  for  Universal  far  ahead  of 
schedule  . . . Frank  Capra  returned  from 
a vacation  at  Huntington  Lake  to  begin 
editing  his  final  picture  for  Columbia. 

★ 

To  establish  locations  for  Harry  Sher- 
man’s next  picture.  Director  Lesley  Selan- 
der.  Cameraman  Russell  Harlan  and  D.  M. 
Abrahams,  assistant  director,  planed  out 
for  Minden,  Nevada  . . . Betty  Field,  Para- 
mount starlet,  has  returned  to  New  York 
for  a vacation. 

★ 

Sol  Lesser  is  scouring  the  waters  around 
San  Diego  for  fish  on  a four-day  vaca- 
tion . . . C.  Roy  Hunter,  head  of  Para- 
mount’s camera  department,  and  his  wife 
celebrated  their  28th  wedding  anniversary 
by  entertaining  close  friends  and  members 
of  the  immediate  family  at  dinner  at  their 
home  . . . Louis  Lipstone,  Paramount  mu- 
sic chief,  entertained  Leonard  Liebling, 
music  critic  and  lecturer,  and  Dmitri 
Tiomkin  at  luncheon  at  the  studio. 

★ 

Producer  Paul  Malvern  and  Trem  Carr 
have  flown  to  Tunnel  Lake,  in  the  High 
Sierras,  for  a few  days  of  trout  fishing. 
* 

Jack  Jungmeyer  jr.  and  Edith  Skouras 
have  pulled  out  for  New  York  on  a belated 
honeymoon,  having  completed  their  latest 
scripting  chores  for  20th  Century-Fox  . . . 
Leon  Turrou,  the  ex-G-man  who  worked 
on  Warner’s  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,” 
has  checked  in  from  a three-month  tour 
of  England  and  France  in  conjunction  with 
showings  of  the  picture. 
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PROVED 

DEPENDABLE 


THE  proving  period  for  Eastman’s  new 
negative  films  has  been  left  far  behind. 
With  their  special  emulsion  qualities  re- 
inforced by  typical  Kodak  dependability, 
Plus-X^  Super-XX^  and  Background-X  are 
firmly  established  as  successors  to  other 
notable  Eastman  films  for  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry.  Eastman  Kodak  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Dis- 
tributors, Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 


PLIJS-X 


SLPER-XX 


for  general  studio  use 


for  all  difficult  shots 


BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  irorh 


Ermine  and  Tuxedos 
Oul  of  Molh  Balls 

Apparently  formal  premieres,  at  least 
for  the  time  being,  will  continue  to  be 
the  piece  de  resistance  of  the  film  citadel’s 
social  menu,  necessitating  overtime  shifts 
for  dress  suits,  ermine  wi'aps,  floodlights 
and  autograph  hounds. 

Lavish  local  debuts  were  given  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s “Stanley  and  Livingstone”  and 
Universal’s  “When  Tomorrow  Comes”  dur- 
ing the  week,  and  a new  candidate  was 
added  to  the  schedule  with  the  armounce- 
ment  that  Metro  will  premiere  “The  Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  locally  August  15  at  Grauman’s 
Chinese  Theatre. 

The  impressive  guest-list  for  the  “Stan- 
ley and  Livingstone”  premiere  at  the  Chi- 
nese Theatre  was  headed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  who  hosted  a theatre 


At  "Stanley  and  Livingstone"  Premiere — 

The  scene:  Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre  in  Hollywood.  The  people:  Top  right, 
Fred  Fisher  (Detroit  auto  body  manufacturer) , John  G.  Bryson,  Mrs.  Will 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Will  H.  Hays,  Will  H.  Hays,  Miss  Ona  Munson,  Jesse  Jones, 
Mrs.  Fred  Fisher.  Lower  right,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  Gregory 
Ratoff.  Upper  left,  Kenneth  MacGowan,  associate  producer  of  the  film,  and 
his  daughter.  Ce?iter  left,  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  and  his  bride.  Lower  left, 
Joan  Crawford  and  Charles  Martin. 


and  supper  party  which  included  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jack  Warner,  Virginia  Bruce  and  J. 
Walter  Ruben,  Joan  Bennett  and  Walter 
Wanger,  Lili  Damita  and  Errol  Flynn, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Barthelmess,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Will  Hays’  dinner-and-premiere 
guests  included  Mrs.  Will  Rogers,  Stewart 
McDonald — Federal  Housing  Administra- 
tor— and  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Jones,  of  the 
Federal  Refinancing  Commission.  Other 
first-nighters  included  Henry  King,  who 
directed  the  picture,  his  wife  and  son; 
Paulette  Goddard  and  Charles  Chaplin, 
Linda  Darnell,  Alice  Faye,  Tony  Martin, 
Margaret  Lindsay,  Ann  Sheridan,  Cesar 
Romero,  Nicholas  Nayfack,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  MacGowan,  the  William  Koenigs, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sol  M.  Wurtzel,  hosting  16 
guests,  Sam  Briskin,  Milton  Bren,  Sam 
Engel,  Robert  Lord,  Charles  R.  Rogers, 
Mack  Sennett  and  literally  scores  of  other 
notables  in  the  film  world. 

A duplicate  in  magnitude  was  Univer- 
sal’s premiere  of  the  John  M.  Stahl  pro- 
duction, “When  Tomorrow  Comes,”  at  the 
Pantages  Theatre.  Guests  smiled  their 
prettiest  for  the  newsreels  which  covered 
the  event,  and  said  their  “hellos”  over  the 
air,  via  a local  radio  station,  prompted 


by  Commentator  George  McCall.  Head- 
lining the  guest  list  were  Nate  Blumberg, 
Cliff  Work  and  Milton  Feld,  Universal  ex- 
ecutives. Other  distinguished  guests  in- 
cluded Mae  West  and  W.  C.  Fields,  Edgar 
Bergen  (without  Charlie  McCarthy),  Dor- 
othy Lamour,  Mischa  Auer,  Joan  Bennett 
and  Walter  Wanger,  Ann  Sothem  and 
Roger  Pryor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  Erwin, 
Gail  Patrick,  Irene  Dunne  and  a party  of 
20,  Hal  Roach,  Charles  R.  Rogers  and 
dozens  of  other  production  and  creative 
names.  Stahl,  who  has  never  attended  a 
premiere  of  one  of  his  pictures,  preserved 
his  perfect  record  by  failing  to  appear. 

Metro’s  introduction  of  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz,”  according  to  preliminary  plans,  prom- 
ises to  be  equally  brilliant.  Producer 
Mervyn  LeRoy  placed  reservations  for  a 
party  of  60;  Director  Victor  Fleming  will 
host  another  large  aggregation  of  first- 
nighters.  Most  of  the  cast,  including 
Frank  Morgan,  Ray  Bolger,  Billie  Burke 
and  Jack  Haley,  as  well  as  such  Metro 
stars  as  Robert  Young,  Rosalind  Russell, 
Florence  Rice,  Wallace  Beery,  James  Stew- 
art and  Walter  Pidgeon,  and  executives 
including  Harry  Rapf,  John  W.  Considine 
jr.,  Larry  Weingarten,  Jack  Conway,  Rob- 
ert Z.  Leonard  and  others  will  be  on  hand. 
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Progressives  Marshal 
Energies  for  Aulumn 

Relatively  quiet  and  inactive  for  the 
second  consecutive  week  since  the  Holly- 
wood Anti-Nazi  League’s  gigantic  “Amer- 
ica’s Secret  Enemies”  mass  meeting,  the 
film  colony’s  progressive  groups  are  ap- 
parently conserving  their  energies  for  re- 
newed campaigns  in  the  fall  in  the  cause 
of  liberalism. 

The  Motion  Picture  Artists  Committee 
is  sponsoring  an  exhibition  of  “Guernica,” 
a painting  by  Pablo  Picasso  depicting  the 
destruction  of  that  Spanish  city  during 
the  country’s  recent  civil  war.  Patrons  and 
patronesses  include  Dolores  Del  Rio,  Paul- 
ette Goddard,  Bette  Davis,  Cedric  Gibbons, 
George  Balanchine,  Vera  Zorina,  George 
Cukor  and  other  film  celebrities. 

After  viewing  a preview  of  Paramount’s 
“Our  Leading  Citizen,”  the  Associated  Film 
Audiences  registered  a protest  with  the 
studio,  requesting  that  certain  sequences 
which  it  deems  anti-labor  be  removed. 
Spokesmen  for  the  AFA  declared  the  film 
does  not  present  a “true  or  probable  pic- 
ture of  a strike  situation.”  However,  AFA 
representatives  hastened  to  add  that  the 
script  contains  much  laudable  pro-demo- 
cratic material  which  “softens  the  blow.” 

A recapitulation  by  liberal  leaders  here 
reveals  that  141  Spanish  children  have 
been  “adopted”  by  Hollywood  studio  work- 
ers. Warner  studio  employes  are  respon- 
sible for  108  of  them.  Another  25  have 
been  “adopted”  at  United  Artists,  and 
eight  are  registered  with  “foster”  parents 
at  Paramount. 

The  HANL  is  sponsoring  a showing  of 
“Boy  Slaves”  and  “The  400  Million,”  two 
widely-discussed  sociological  motion  pic- 
tures, at  the  Filmarte  Theatre,  August  23. 


Longest-Married  Couple 
Search  as  Exploitation 

As  an  exploitation  tieup  for  “Eternally 
Yours,”  Walter  Wanger’s  publicity  staff, 
under  the  supervision  of  John  LeRoy 
Johnston,  is  undertaking  a nation-wide 
search  for  America’s  longest-married  cou- 
ple. The  winners  will  be  Wanger’s  guests 
at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair,  provided 
free  transportation  and  special  guides,  and 
will  be  honored  guests  at  the  picture’s  pre- 
miere in  that  city. 


Banker  in  Pictures 

Darryl  Zanuck  has  dispatched  Edwin 
Blum  to  Pikesville,  Ky.,  to  gather  material 
for  a screenplay  based  on  the  life  of  John 
Marvin  Yost,  banker  of  that  community. 
Yost  made  a fortune  by  lending  money  to 
students,  coal  miners,  farmers  and  others 
without  security. 


Borrows  Arleen  Whelan 

Republic  has  borrowed  Arleen  Whelan 
from  20th  Century-Fox  for  the  feminine 
lead  in  “Headline  News,”  which  Harold 
Young  will  direct. 


When  Hollywood  Welcomed  "Abe" — 

Top  left:  Mary  Howa,rd,  chosen  to  play  Ann  Rutledge  in  RKO’s  “Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  meets  “Abe,”  Raymond  Massey,  at  the  station.  The  other 
shots  were  gleaned  from  a press  reception  and  cocktail  party  the  studio 
tossed  in  the  star’s  honor.  Top,  right:  Maureen  O’Hara  and  S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick, head  of  RKO  publicity  and  advertising.  Center:  Charles  Koerner, 
coast  division  manager  for  RKO  Theatres;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  and  Raymond  Massey.  Bottom:  Raymond  Massey; 
Max  Gordon,  producer;  Robert  E.  Sherwood,  author  of  the  play  and  scenario; 
Harry  Goetz,  co-producer  with  Gordon,  and  John  Cromwell,  director. 
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Judell  Shift;  Other 
Indes  Are  Active 

A shift  in  schedule  by  Ben  Judell ’s  Pro- 
ducers Pictures  Corp.  finds  “Torture 
Ship,”  based  on  a Jack  London  story,  now 
slotted  for  an  August  14  start  as  the  first 
in  the  company’s  1939-40  schedule  of  60 
pictures,  which  will  be  distributed  by  the 
Producers  Distributing  Corp.,  also  headed 
by  Judell.  This  shoves  “Wanted  for  Mur- 
der,” which  had  previously  been  set  as 
the  company’s  initialer,  back  to  second 
spot.  Following  at  one-week  intervals  will 
be  “The  Sagebrush  Family  Trails  West,” 
first  in  a new  western  series  featuring 
Bobby  Clark,  13-year-old  junior  cowboy; 
“Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin,”  and  “The  Man 
From  Oklahoma.”  All  will  be  made  under 
the  executive  supervision  of  Sig  Neufield. 

Judell’s  writing  staff  currently  includes 
Robert  Emmett,  Harvey  Huntley,  George 
Sayre,  William  Lively,  Carter  Wayne  and 
Shei'man  Lowe.  The  complete  production 
lineup  comprises  nine  “Fom--Star  Spe- 
cials,” four  Jack  London  melodramas, 
eight  “Tales  of  Billie  the  Kid”  westerns, 
23  action,  mystery  and  horror  melodramas, 
eight  “Frontier  Marshal”  westerns,  and 
eight  “Sagebrush  Family”  films. 

GN  Still  Stalemated 

Still  stalemated  as  to  its  production  fu- 
ture, Grand  National’s  distribution  setup 
is  being  revived  with  a new  flow  of  prod- 
uct for  the  coming  season,  although  the 
studio  here  remains  idle,  operating  with  a 
skeleton  maintenance  crew.  Word  was  re- 
ceived on  the  coast  that  GN’s  president, 
E.  W.  Hammons,  had  closed  a deal  to  dis- 
tribute eight  westerns  and  action  features 
set  for  production  in  Arizona  by  the  re- 
cently-organized Golden  West  Pictures, 
Inc.,  headquartering  in  Phoenix.  At  least 
four  will  be  released  during  1939-40,  it 
was  announced.  First  of  the  series,  “Call 
of  the  Range,”  has  been  completed.  All 
will  be  made  in  color. 

Possibility  of  a GN  distribution  revival 
appeared  stronger  when  Franklyn  War- 
ner, president  of  Fine  Arts  Pictures,  planed 
for  the  east  to  reopen  conferences  with 
Hammons.  Warner,  who  has  had  an  on- 
again-off-again  GN  affiliation,  will  discuss 
a releasing  deal  for  a series  of  26  features, 
one  already  completed,  in  the  Cosmocolor 
process.  It  is  reported  locally  that  his  at- 
titude will  depend  largely  on  Hammons’ 
success  in  obtaining  a requested  $900,000 
loan  from  Felt  and  Co.,  New  York  finan- 
ciers, a substantial  portion  of  which  is  re- 
quired to  re-man  GN  exchanges  through- 
out the  country. 

Another  erstwhile  GN  executive.  Jack 
Skirball,  is  in  New  York  setting  releases 
for  two  pictures  produced  under  the  Ar- 
cadia banner,  which  company  he  heads, 
and  is  discussing  plans  for  the  filming  of 
“Angela  Is  22,”  the  Sinclair  Lewis  play, 
which  he  will  make  in  the  east  in  associa- 
tion with  John  Wildberg.  Skirball  plans 
to  produce  at  least  two  pictures  for  GN 
during  the  coming  season,  and  will  make 
a minimum  of  five  features  in  Hollywood. 

Details  of  the  reorganization  of  Com- 
modore Pictures,  to  be  known  henceforth 
as  Samuel  Bronston  Productions,  are  be- 
ing discussed  in  New  York  by  Bronston  in 


Steinbeck  Approves 
"Grapes"  Script 

John  Steinbeck  has  placed  his  seal 
of  approval  on  Nunnally  Johnson's 
shooting  script  of  "The  Grapes  of 
Wrath,”  and  the  picture,  on  which 
Johnson  will  function  as  associate  pro- 
ducer, is  being  prepared  for  an  early 
camera  start  at  20th  Century-Fox. 


"Out  of  Darkness"  Will  Be 
Welles  Vehicle  for  RKO 

Orson  Welles  has  selected  “Out  of 
Darkness,”  a sea  story  by  Joseph  Conrad, 
as  the  vehicle  for  his  RKO  Radio  deal. 
Welles,  who  will  star,  produce  and  direct, 
is  working  on  the  screen  adaptation  in 
collaboration  with  John  Housman  and  Her- 
bert Drake. 


"Vigil  in  the  Night"  Is 
Insured  Against  Delay 

The  six-week  delay  in  production  of 
RKO  Radio’s  “Vigil  in  the  Night,”  neces- 
sitated by  the  hospitalization  of  Carole 
Lombard  for  an  emergency  operation,  will 
cost  the  studio  nothing,  as  it  has  been 
disclosed  that  the  picture  was  amply  in- 
sured against  such  eventualities. 

Wm,  B.  Dover  to  Orsatti 
As  a Vice-President 

William  B.  Dover  has  joined  the  Or- 
satti agency  as  a vice-president.  He  was 
an  executive  assistant  to  Darryl  Zanuck 
at  20th  Century-Fox  for  several  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  negotiated  most  of  the 
studio’s  contracts  with  important  creative 
talent. 


Making  More  Ad  Room 

The  present  quarters  of  Paramount’s 
studio  advertising  department  will  be  dou- 
bled when  a new  addition,  construction  of 
which  has  just  been  launched,  is  com- 
pleted. Cliff  Lewis,  studio  advertising  di- 
rector, is  supervising  the  expansion. 


"Mortal  Storm"  to  Franklin 

Sidney  Franklin  draws  “The  Mortal 
Storm,”  from  the  Phyllis  Bottome  novel, 
as  one  of  his  forthcoming  production  as- 
signments at  Metro. 


conferences  with  his  financial  backers.  He 
has  closed  deals  for  the  filming  of  several 
Jack  London  stories. 

Amplification  of  the  newly-formed 
Retsama  Film  Productions’  plans  discloses 
that  the  schedule  will  comprise  a number 
of  four-reel  “featurettes,”  aU  to  be  pro- 
duced in  the  Cinemachrome  color  process 
and  designed  for  use  in  dual-billing  situa- 
tions. First  of  these,  “Trail  Blazers,”  goes 
into  work  August  15  with  Geraldine 
Spreckels,  socialite-heiress,  heading  the 
cast. 


Johnstone  Slated  for 
Hollywood  Huddle 

Expected  to  arrive  here  late  next  week 
for  at  least  two  weeks  of  conferences  con- 
cerning launching  of  the  company’s  1939- 
40  production  schedule  is  W.  Ray  Johnston, 
Monogram  president,  who  returned  to  New 
York  recently  from  a trip  to  London.  He 
will  huddle  with  Scott  R.  Dunlap,  produc- 
tion chief,  and  other  local  executives. 
Ralph  Bettinson,  Hollywood  representa- 
tive for  Pathe  Ltd.  of  London,  who  ac- 
companied Johnston  abroad,  has  checked 
back  at  the  local  studio.  He  conferred  in 
London  with  William  Gell,  Pathe’s  man- 
aging director,  concerning  a Monogram- 
Pathe  tieup  in  England,  whereby  two  or 
more  pictures  are  to  be  made  by  Mono- 
gram abroad  for  distribution  by  Pathe. 

Lynn  Farnol,  United  Artists  exploita- 
tion chief,  spent  a week  here  huddling 
with  Walter  Wanger  and  John  LeRoy 
Johnston,  Wanger’s  publicity  director, 
concerning  advertising  campaigns  for  the 
recently-completed  “Eternally  Yours.” 
Farnol  also  spent  some  time  looking  over 
the  newly-finished  product  of  other  UA 
producers,  including  Hal  Roach,  Selznick 
International  and  Samuel  Goldwyn. 

Combining  business  with  pleasure,  Louis 
B.  Mayer,  M-G-M’s  studio  chief,  trained 
out  to  spend  a week  at  Saratoga,  follow- 
ing which  he  continues  on  to  New  York 
for  home  office  executive  huddles. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  returned  to  his  studio 
desk  after  a jaunt  to  New  York  and  Wash- 
ington. He  stopped  off  in  Chicago  to  at- 
tend the  opening  of  “They  Shall  Have 
Music,”  his  latest  production  for  United 
Artists,  en  route. 

Sales  campaigns  on  a number  of  forth- 
coming pictures,  including  “The  Rains 
Came”  and  “Hollywood  Cavalcade,” 
brought  Herman  Webber,  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  sales  head,  to  the  coast.  He  con- 
ferred with  Darryl  Zanuck  and  William 
Goetz,  and  attended  the  preview  here  of 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 


"Hello,  Stranger"  to  Show 
Baby  Sandy  as  Herseli 

Next  starring  picture  for  baby  Sandy 
Henville  at  Universal  has  been  titled  “Hello, 
Stranger,”  in  which  the  infant  actress  will 
discard  her  male  impersonation  and  ap- 
pear as  a girl.  Hugh  Herbert  draws  the 
chief  supporting  role.  Producer-Director 
Charles  Lament  rolls  the  film  August  14. 


Again  Gets  "Rangers" 

Paramount  has  assigned  James  Hogan  to 
direct  “The  Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again” 
and  Hogan  has  pulled  out  for  Texas  to 
hunt  locations.  Picture  will  follow  “The 
Farmer’s  Daughter,”  rolling  August  28,  on 
Hogan’s  slate  as  a Harold  Hurley  produc- 
tion. 


To  Producer-Director  Rank 

Paramount  has  elevated  Edward  H. 
Griffith  to  producer-director  status,  with 
“South  of  Samoa”  as  his  initial  chore. 
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|||N  VIEW  of  his  youth,  Orson  Welles  is 
l|l  undertaking  to  fill  a sizeable  order  in 
his  RKO  Radio  contract  which  provides 
that  he  write,  produce,  direct  and  star  in 
the  picture  he  will  make  for  that  com- 
pany. Only  one  other  man  in  Hollywood, 
Charlie  Chaplin,  assumes  a comparable 
amount  of  responsibility  for  the  features 
he  delivers.  Additionally,  there  is  Sacha 
Guitry,  the  French  writer-producer-direc- 
tor-star, who  does  quadruple  duty  in  the 
celluloid  vineyards. 


Judging  from  his  splendid  and  meteoric 
record  in  the  entertainment  world,  it  is  a 
reasonable  assumption  that  Welles  will  ful- 
fill his  four-way  assignment  with  satis- 
faction and  distinction,  an  assumption 
which  is  crystallized  by  the  very  favorable 
impression  the  Broadway  boy  genius  is 
creating  in  the  film  capital. 


Incidentally,  the  outcome  of  Welles’  first 
film  production  efforts  may  result  in  an 
epidemic  of  red  faces  among  the  local 
graybeards  whose  ponderous  viewpoints 
and  methods  — usually  accompanied  by 
comparably  ponderous  salaries — are  prone 
to  over-emphasize  the  importance  of  Hol- 
lywood experience  and  minimize  the  possi- 
bility of  benefit  to  the  industry  through 
the  transfusion  of  new  blood. 


First  publicity  release  to  come  from  Fred 
Storm  after  his  formal  assumption  of  du- 
ties as  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  latest  flack  car- 
ries the  following  startling  lead: 

“It’s  the  little  things  that  annoy  movie 
producers.” 

Such  as  changing  publicity  directors 
with  every  new  moon? 

Anyway,  the  Hollywood  Anti-Hazi  Lea- 


gue won’t  stand  for  the  Goldwyn  depart- 
ment to  be  called  Stormtroopers . 

Meow  Department: 


Says  Howard  Benedict: 

“Approximately  500  pigeons  were  given 
screen  tests  to  select  fifty  birds  to  ap- 
pear in  ‘My  Fifth  Avenue  Girl’  . . . the 
birds  had  to  possess  a low,  soft  coo  . . . ” 

For  the  rich  they  sing. 


Salesmen  for  bomb-proof  shelters  should 
find  an  easy  customer  in  Scenarist  Dal- 
ton Trumbo,  to  whom  Columnist  Erskine 
Johnson  credits  the  remark: 

“Hollywood  pays  too  much  attention  to 
directors.  They  are  merely  translators  of 
the  writer’s  work.” 


Hedda  Hopper's  comment  on  Elsa  Max- 
well's work  in  20th  Century-Fox's  "Hotel  for 
Women.'' 

For  a gal  who  combines  acting  with 
columning,  Hedda  certainly  leads  with  her 
chin.  In  view  of  several  recent  Hopper 
observations,  it  will  be  interesting  to 
watch  what  Louella  Parsons  has  to  say 
when  she  reviews  her  rival’s  work  in 
Metro’s  “The  Women.” 


Glamour  comes  to  the  sagebrush.  Marlene 
Dietrich  is  cast  in  the  femme  lead  opposite 
James  Stewart  in  Universal's  "Destry  Rides 
Again."  Great  Garbo  will  wind  up  in  the 
"Hardy  Family"  series  yet. 

Boris  Morros  is  planning  to  produce  “If 
I Were  President,”  from  an  idea  of  his 
own. 


The  Hollywood  Clipper,  “Oldest  Com- 
munity Newspaper,”  is  being  circulated  in 
new  format. 

It  is  not  a trade  paper  for  agents. 


With  slight  apologies  to  Prank  Lloyd’s 
“If  I Were  King.”  Or  maybe  it’s  the  new 
democratic  touch. 


Dog  Bites  Man  Note: 

Humphrey  Bogart  is  cast  in  WB's  "20,000 
Years  in  Sing  Sing." 


Latest  and  thus  far  unpublished  Gold- 
wynism  : 

Sam  recently  saw  his  first  su7i-dial,  and 
observed,  “What  will  they  think  of  next?” 


Ardent  and  Arduous 


The  tender  passion  ran  rampant 
through  the  Hollywood  preview  scene — 
confined,  of  course,  to  the  limitations  pre- 
scribed by  the  well-known  production  code 
— with  the  two  outstanding  features  debut- 
ing during  the  week  finding  their  motiva- 
tion and  entertainment  values  in  the  love 
department.  Both  are  made-to-order  for 
those  who  demand  large  slices  of  romance 
on  their  celluloid  bills  of  fare  and  both, 
consequently,  should  establish  their  im- 
prints on  the  right  side  of  the  distribution 
and  exhibition  ledger. 

Metro’s  “Lady  of  the  Tropics”  serves  up 
a torrid  story  of  exotic  ardor  in  the 
“never-the-twain-shall-meet”  vein  which, 
with  Hedy  Lamarr  and  Robert  Taylor  as 
the  lovers,  should  make  boxoffices  boil  in 
every  situation.  The  joint  talents  of  Tay- 
lor and  the  glamorous  Miss  Lamarr  are 
given  a splendid  opportunity  in  the  well- 
executed  screenplay  by  Ben  Hecht,  and 
Producer  Sam  Zimbalist  and  Director  Jack 
Conway  have  united  to  present  the  foreign 
star  to  much  greater  advantage  than  ever 
before.  It  is  a picture  that  will  undoubt- 


edly have  the  fans  clamoring  for  a Tay- 
lor-Lamarr  repeat,  with  every  indication 
that  revenue  returns  will  make  such  a re- 
union a strong  probability. 

Not  so  torrid,  but  equally  as  entertain- 
ing, is  RKO  Radio’s  “In  Name  Only.” 
Sparkling  and  sophisticated,  smartly  writ- 
ten by  Richard  Sherman  from  a novel  by 
Bessie  Breuer,  this  carries  with  it  all  the 
proven  factors  which  have  always  insured 
wide  patronage  and  acclaim.  No  less  dis- 
tinctive is  John  Cromwell’s  able  direction, 
while  Producer  George  Haight  turned  out 
a tailored  vehicle  which  showed  unstinting 
and  intelligent  plotting.  A fine  cast  is 
headed  by  Carole  Lombard,  Kay  Francis 
and  Cary  Grant,  who  divide  the  acting 
honors  about  equally. 

* * Hs 

Of  three  offerings  in  the  rank-and-file 
category,  two  were  contributed  by  Para- 
mount. 

Second  in  the  “Pitch  family”  series, 
“Night  Work”  was  slowed  down  consider- 
ably as  a comedy  effort  through  a lagging 


screenplay  and  laboriously  over-dravsn 
characterizations — no  fault,  however,  of 
either  Mary  Boland  or  Charlie  Ruggles, 
whose  past  success  has  proved  them 
worthy  of  better  opportunities.  George 
Archainbaud  directed  for  Producer  Wil- 
liam H.  Wright. 

Spreading  the  hokum  on  with  a heavy 
trowel,  “Island  of  Lost  Men”  is  a suspense- 
ful jungle  melodrama  the  exploitation  pos- 
sibilities of  which  should  be  plentiful.  Kurt 
Neumann’s  direction  is  smartly  attuned  to 
the  adventurous  pitch  struck  in  the  screen- 
play by  Horace  McCoy  and  William  R. 
Lipman.  Picture  served  as  the  debuting 
vehicle  for  Eugene  Zukor  as  an  associate 
producer. 

Somewhat  overburdened  with  cliches, 
but  possessing  a satisfactory  rating  as 
lightweight  entertainment,  was  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s “Quick  Millions,”  newest  in  the 
“Jones  Family”  series.  Vehicle  conforms 
to  the  standards  of  the  series  in  every  de- 
tail and  emerges  as  no  worse,  but  no  bet- 
ter, than  its  forerunners.  Mai  St.  Clair 
directed  for  Producer  John  Stone. 
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SCRIPTERS 


— Metro 

ALICE  D.  G.  MILLER  to  “Smilin'  Through,”  a 
remake,  which  Robert  Z.  Leonard  will  produce  as 
a Jeanette  MacDonald  vehicle. 

RICHARD  ENGLISH  to  “Forty  Little  Mothers,” 
which  Harry  Rapf  will  produce  as  an  Eddie  Can- 
tor starrer. 

— Paramount 

S.  K.  LAUREN  to  “I  Want  a Divorce.”  George 
Arthur  will  produce. 

— Producers  Pictures 

SHERMAN  LOWE  to  “Mystery  Express,”  from 
an  original  by  Harvey  Huntley. 

GEORGE  SAYRE  and  HARVEY  HUNTLEY 
complete  “Torture  Ship,”  based  on  the  Jack  Lon- 
don story,  "A  Thousand  Deaths.” 

— Republic 

JOSEPH  MONCURE  MARCH  and  JAN  FOR- 
TUNE teamed  on  “The  Lady  From  New  Orleans.” 

OLIVE  COOPER  teamed  with  JOSEPH  KRUM- 
GOLD  on  “Abraham  Lincoln  Boggs.”  Edward  Ellis 
will  be  starred. 

— 20th  Century-Pox 

BARRY  TRIVERS  to  “The  City,”  an  original 
bv  John  Larkin. 

FRANCES  HYLAND  to  an  untitled  “Cisco  Kid” 
feature,  to  star  Cesar  Romero. 

DARRELL  WARE  to  “He  Married  His  Wife.” 
Raymond  Griffith  will  produce. 

JOHN  LARKIN  to  “The  City,”  Lou  Wert- 
heimer has  been  assigned  to  produce. 

KENNETH  EARL  and  JESSE  MALO  to  “Screen 
Test,”  designed  as  a sequel  to  “Hollywood  Caval- 
cade.” 

— Universal 

EVE  GREENE  to  “Hello,  Stranger,”  for  Pro- 
ducer Milton  Schwarzwald. 

LESTER  COLE  to  “Bad  Company.” 

— Walter  Wangrer 

KEN  ENGLUND  to  “Send  Another  Coffin.” 

KATHRYN  SCOLA  to  an  untitled  story  which 
Archie  Mayo  will  direct. 

ROBERTSON  WHITE  to  “World  Cruise,”  which 
Tay  Garnett  will  direct. 

— Warner  Bros. 

MARIAN  JACKSON  to  “The  Last  Bad  Man,” 
slated  to  star  Dick  Foran. 

EARL  BALDWIN  to  “Brother  Rat  and  the 
Baby,”  from  an  original  by  Fred  Finklehoffe  and 
John  Monks  jr.  It  is  a sequel  to  “Brother  Rat.” 

JO  PAGANO  to  “Bridge  of  Sighs.” 

FRED  NIBLO  jr.  and  DEAN  FRANKLIN  to 
“Santa  Fe.” 

HOWARD  KOCH  to  “The  Sea  Hawk,”  starring 
Errol  Fynn;  RAYMOND  SCHROCK  and  AN- 
THONY COLDEWAY  teamed  on  an  untitled 
story  for  use  in  the  “Secret  Service”  series  star- 
ring Ronald  Reagan. 

JAMES  HILTON  to  “The  Miracle,”  forthcom- 
ing Bette  Davis  starrer,  which  will  be  produced 
in  Technicolor. 

CHARLES  BELDEN  teamed  with  LEE  KATZ 
on  “Timber  Wolf,”  which  will  have  Dennis  Mor- 
gan and  Gloria  Dickson  in  the  ieads. 


Hebert  to  Write  on  Film 
Publicity  for  Brittanica 

An  exposition  of  motion  picture  publicity 
methods  will  be  wi’itten  for  the  Encyclo- 
pedia Brittanica  by  William  Hebert,  ad- 
vertising-publicity director  for  Selznick 
International,  as  the  first  treatment  of 
this  phase  of  the  industry  ever  to  appear 
in  the  reference  volume.  Hebert  has  also 
been  assigned  to  polish  up  the  entire  sec- 
tion on  motion  pictures.  He  conferred 
briefly  on  the  assignment  with  Walter 
Yusy,  editor-in-chief  of  the  tome,  who 
left  for  the  east  after  a short  stay. 


A Turn  by  "Hardys" 
Before  Royalty 

Leading  members  of  Metro’s  “Judge 
Hardy  Family”  series,  including  Mickey 
Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Cecilia  Parker,  Fay 
Holden  and  Ann  Rutherford,  have  been 
booked  as  a unit  for  personal  appearances 
before  the  King  and  Queen  of  England  at 
the  annual  benefit  sponsored  by  the  Brit- 
ish Cinematography  Trade  Benevolent 
Fund.  They  are  dated  to  appear  October 
18,  the  trip  having  been  okayed  by  Louis 
B.  Mayer. 

Rooney,  meantime,  has  been  teamed 
with  Judy  Garland  in  a series  of  p.  a.’s  in 
conjunction  with  openings  of  “The  Wizard 
of  Oz”  in  eastern  key  spots.  They  are  ac- 
companied by  Roger  Edens,  voice  teacher; 
Georgie  Stoll,  musical  conductor,  and  Les 
Peterson  of  the  M-G-M  publicity  depart- 
ment. Dates  were  arranged  in  Washing- 
ton, New  Haven  and  Hartford,  to  be  fol- 
lowed August  17  by  a two- week  engage- 
ment at  the  Capitol  in  New  York. 

Shirley  Ross,  Paramount  player,  is 
scheduled  to  appear  as  guest  of  honor  at 
the  annual  Fresh  Air  Benefit  show  to  be 
staged  by  the  Toronto  Star  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  August  23.  Miss  Ross  will  par- 
ticipate in  a Canada-wide  broadcast  of  the 
affair. 

Having  obtained  a release  from  his  Re- 
public acting  pact,  Ralph  Byrd  is  lining 
up  a series  of  p.  a.  dates  which  will  take 
him  through  the  east  and  midwest. 


Jeanette  MacDonald  Signs 
Two-Year  Metro  Pact 

A new  two-year  acting  contract  with 
M-G-M  has  been  signed  by  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald, the  pact  allowing  her  to  travel 
25,000  miles  each  spring  on  concert  tours. 
The  singing  star  has  abandoned  plans  for 
a fall  tour  and  will,  instead,  co-star  with 
Nelson  Eddy  in  “Lover  Come  Back  to  Me,” 
a Sigmund  Romberg  operetta,  which  goes 
before  the  cameras  next  month  with  Rob- 
ert Z.  Leonard  producing. 

Giannini  Names  Olesen 
On  Community  Drive 

Dr.  A.  H.  Giannini,  general  chairman  of 
the  California  Community  Chest  cam- 
paign, has  appointed  Otto  K.  Olesen  head 
of  the  drive  in  Hollywood.  Campaign  gets 
under  way  late  this  fall. 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

ALBERT  DUFFY,  writer,  given  contract  ex- 
tension. 

ROBERT  KALLOCH  held  for  another  term  as 
fashion  designer. 

— Metro 

PAUL  KAMB  handed  writing  ticket. 

JACK  CHERTOK,  short  subjects  producer, 
signs  new  term  deal. 

COREY  FORD  added  to  writing  staff  in  the 
Milton  Bren  production  unit. 

JOHN  HIGGINS  and  FREDERICK  FAUST, 
writers  in  short  subjects  department,  given  new 
contracts. 

WILLIAM  THIELE,  director-writer,  held  for 
another  term. 

JOHN  NESBITT,  shorts  commentator  and 
writer,  handed  new  contract. 

JOE  YULE,  burlesque  comedian  and  father  of 
Mickey  Rooney,  given  three-year  contract. 

ED  WESTRATE  handed  writing  contract. 

— Paramount 

LEONARD  LEE  joins  writing  staff  on  term 
ticket. 

LILLIE  HAYWARD  and  FERDINAND  REY- 
HER  join  writing  department. 

— Principal 

LUD  GLUSKIN  signed  to  direct  musical  score 
for  “Everything’s  on  Ice,”  Irene  Dare  starrer, 
which  RKO  Radio  will  release. 

— Republic 

BETTY  BURBRIDGE,  writer,  held  for  another 
term. 

HAROLD  YOUNG  signed  on  one-picture  deal  to 
direct  “Headline  News.” 

GEORGE  SHERMAN  given  extension  on  his  di- 
rectorial contract. 

— Hal  Roach 

RIAN  JAMES  signs  writing  ticket.  He  will 
adapt  a Thorne  Smith  novel. 

BURGESS  MEREDITH  and  LON  CHANEY  jr. 
handed  long-term  acting  contracts.  Both  are  set 
for  leading  roles  in  “Of  Mice  and  Men.” 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

PEVERELL  MARLEY,  cameraman,  given  new 
contract  after  four  years  with  the  studio. 

SIDNEY  TOLER  given  new  acting  contract.  He 
will  continuei  as  “Charlie  Chan.” 

WALTER  LANG,  director,  held  for  another 
year.  His  next  is  “The  Bluebird,”  starring  Shirley 
Temple. 

KENNETH  MacGOWAN  given  new  contract  as 
associate  producer. 

BINNIE  BARNES,  featured  player,  and  DORO- 
THY DEERING,  stock  actress,  held  for  renewed 
terms. 

JOHN  HOWARD  LAWSON  and  DAVID  BUR- 
TON, writers,  given  new  contracts. 

GEORGE  BARNES,  cameraman,  held  for  an- 
other year. 

RAMON  ROMERO  joins  writing  staff  to  de- 
velop an  original  for  Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown. 

— Universal 

HENRY  KOSTER,  director,  held  for  another 
term. 

RITA  QUIGLEY,  moppet  actress,  signed  to  term 
pact. 

PEGGY  MORAN  given  acting  contract. 

— Warner  Bros. 

ANN  SHERIDAN  given  new  long-term  acting 
contract. 

LUCILE  FAIRBANKS  given  term  acting  con- 
tract. She  is  a niece  of  Douglas  Fairbanks  sr. 


Assign  Nunnally  Johnson 

Nunnally  Johnson  has  been  assigned  to 
produce  “Scotland  Yard,”  starring  Warner 
Baxter,  for  20th  Century-Fox.  A1  Worker 
will  direct.  Picture  starts  September  11 
from  a script  by  John  Balderston  and 
William  Drake. 


To  Meg  Lawes  Yarn 

Warner  has  assigned  Lloyd  Bacon  to 
direct  “Invisible  Stripes,”  the  Warden 
Lewis  E.  Lawes  prison  story,  which  will 
co-star  George  Raft  and  James  Cagney. 
Picture  rolls  September  5. 


Cortez  Draws  "City" 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  assigned 
Ricardo  Cortez  to  direct  “The  City,”  a Sol 
Wurtzel  production.  Based  on  an  original 
screenplay  by  John  Francis  Larkin,  it 
goes  into  work  August  21. 


Paramount  Megaphone  Is 
Handed  Hugh  Bennett 

Paramount  has  elevated  Hugh  Bennett, 
film  cutter,  to  a directorship  and  has  as- 
signed him  to  “The  Biscuit  Eater,”  a Jack 
Moss  production,  as  his  first  chore. 


"Timber  Wolf"  for  WB 

Warner  has  added  “Timber  Wolf,”  a 
logging  story  by  Lee  Katz,  to  Bryan  Foy’s 
production  schedule.  Dennis  Morgan, 
Alan  Hale,  Ronald  Reagan  and  Gloria 
Dickson  are  spotted  in  the  leads. 


Borrow  Jon  Hall 

Edward  Small  has  borrowed  Jon  Hall 
from  Samuel  Goldwyn  to  head  the  cast  of 
“South  of  Pago  Pago,”  first  on  Small’s 
1939-40  program  for  United  Artists.  Pro- 
duction starts  about  September  1. 


Team  Signs  Ludwig 

Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker  have 
signed  Edward  Ludwig  to  direct  “Swiss 
Family  Robinson,”  first  of  the  Play’s  the 
Thing  Productions  for  RKO  Radio  re- 
lease, which  starts  September  1. 
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STARTING 


THE  MAN  TRAILER— Charles  Starrett,  Bill  El- 
liot, Dick  Curtis,  Iris  Meredith.  Producer: 
Leon  Barsha.  Director:  Norman  Doming. 


WELL  ALONG 


BLONDIE  BRINGS  W BABY— Penny  Singleton, 
Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms,  Danny  Mummert, 
Daisy.  Producer:  Robert  Sparks.  Director: 
Frank  R.  Strayer.  Screenplay:  Gladys  Lehman. 


COMPLETED 


KONGA,  THE  WILD  STALLION— Fred  Stone. 
Rochelle  Hudson,  Dick  Fiske,  Robert  Warwick.  ^ 
Producer:  Wallace  MacDonald.  Director:  Sam  q 
Nelson.  Screenplay:  Harold  Shumate.  ^ 


Ci 
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FAST  AlfD  FURIOUS  — Franchot  Tone.  Ann 
Sothern,  Lee  Bowman,  Allyn  Joslyn.  Director: 
Busby  Berkeley.  Original:  Marco  Page. 


HENRY  GOES  TO  ARIZONA  — Frank  Morgan, 
George  Murphy,  Virginia  Weidler,  Ann  Morriss, 
Henry  Hull,  Guy  Kibbee,  Porter  Hall,  Douglas 
Fowley.  Producer:  Harry  Rapf.  Director:  Ed- 
win L.  Marin.  Original:  W.  C.  Tuttle. 
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5IURDEK  IN  THE  BIG  HOUSE — Charles  Bickford, 
Barton  MacLane,  Dennis  Moore.  Producer:  Scott 
R.  Dunlap.  Director;  Wiiiiam  Nigh.  Original: 
Rev.  Patrick  O’Neil.  Screenplay:  Martin  Moo- 
ney. 
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KNIGHTS  OF  THE  RANGE — Russell  Hayden. 
Producer:  Harry  Sherman.  Original:  Zane 

Grey.  Screenplay:  Norman  Houston. 


THE  Uinc  OF  VICTOR  HERBERT— Allan  Jones, 
Mary  Martin,  Susannah  Foster,  John  Garrick. 
Producer;  William  DeBaron.  Director:  Andrew 
Stone.  .Screenplay:  Russell  Crouse,  Robert 
Lively. 

FEDERAL  OFFENSE — William  Henry,  Lyle  Tal- 
liot,  Anthony  Quinn,  Harvey  Stephens.  Pro- 
ducer: Edward  T.  Lowe.  Director:  Robert 
Florey.  Original;  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Screen- 
play: Horace  McCoy,  William  R.  Lipman. 
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VIGIL  IN  THE  NIGHT— Carole  Lombard,  Anne 
Shirley,  Helena  Grand.  Producer:  George  Stev- 
ens. Director:  George  Stevens.  Original:  A.  J. 
Cronin. 


ABE  LINCOLN  IN  ILLINOIS — Raymond  Massey, 
Mary  Howard,  Ruth  Gordon,  Dorothy  Tree,  How- 
ard de  .Silva,  Alan  Baxter,  Gene  Lockhart,  Eli- 
sabeth Risdon,  Charles  Middleton.  Producer: 
Max  Gordon,  Harry  Goetz.  Director:  John  Crom- 
well. Original:  Robert  E.  Sherwood. 

THREE  SONS— Edward  Ellis,  Kent  Taylor,  Wil- 
liam Gargan,  Barbara  Pepper,  J.  Edward  Brom- 
berg, Alex  D’Arcy.  Producer:  Robert  Sisk.  Di- 
rector: Jack  Hively.  Original:  Lester  Cohen. 
Screenplay;  John  Twist. 
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CALLING  ALL  MARINES — Donald  Barry,  Helen 

Mack,  Robert  Kent,  Leon  Ames,  Warren  Hymer.  td 

Producer:  Armand  Schaefer.  Director:  John  W 

H.  Auer.  Screenplay:  Earl  Felton. 


THE  SIMPLE  LIFE  — Stuart  Erwin,  Marjorie 
Weaver,  June  Gale,  Chick  Chandler.  Producer: 
Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  William  Beaudine.  Orig- 
inal: William  Anthony  McOVire.  Screenplay: 
Clay  Adams,  Leonard  Hoffman,  Hamilton  Mac- 
Fadden. 

SWANEE  RIVER — A1  Jolson,  Don  Ameche,  Nancy 
Kelly.  Producer:  Kenneth  Macgowan.  Direc- 
tor: Sidney  Lanfield. 


TOO  BUSY  TO  WORK— Jed  Prouty,  Spring  By- 
ington.  Florence  Roberts,  June  Carlson,  Andrew 
Tombes,  Kenneth  Howell.  Producer:  Sol  Wurt- 
zel. Director:  Otto  Brower.  Screenplay:  Stan- 
ley Rauh. 

HIGH  SCHOOL—Jaiie  Withers,  Marvin  Stephens, 
Lillian  Porter.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel,  Direc- 
tor: George  Nichols  jr.  Screenplay:  Jack  Jung- 
meyer  jr.,  Edith  Skouras,  Harold  Tarshis. 
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REBECCA — Laurence  Olivier,  Judith  Anderson. 
Producer:  David  O.  Selznick.  Director:  Alfred 
Hitchcock.  Original:  Daphne  DuMaurier.  Screen- 
play: Martin  Berkelery. 


ETERNALLY  YOURS  — Loretta  Young,  David 
Niven,  Hugh  Herbert,  Raymond  Walburn.  Pro-  ^ 
ducer:  Walter  Wanger.  Director:  Tay  Garnett.  ^ 
Screenplay:  Gene  Towne,  Graham  Baker. 


TOWER  OF  LONDON  — Basil  Rathbone,  Boris 
Karloff,  George  Sanders,  Barbara  O’Neill,  Nan 
Grey,  John  Sutton.  Producer:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 
Director:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 

SOCTH  OF  THE  AMAZON— Douglas  Fairbanks 
jr.,  Joan  Bennett.  Producer:  Harry  Edington 
(Famous  Productions).  Director:  James  Whale. 
Original:  Frances  Marion. 


LEGION  OF  LOST  FLYERS  — Richard  Arlen. 
Andy  Devine,  Anne  Nagel,  Guinn  Williams,  Jack 
Carson.  William  Lundigan.  Producer:  Ben  Pi- 
var.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 

CALL  A MESSENGER— Huntz  Hall,  Billy  Halop, 
Little  Tough  Guys,  Mary  Carlisle,  Larry  Crabbe, 
Milburn  Stone,  Victory  Jory,  Robert  Armstrong. 
Producer:  Ken  Goldsmith.  Director:  Arthur  Lu- 
bin.  Original:  Sally  Sandlin,  Michael  Kraike. 
Screenplay:  Arthur  T.  Herman. 


MISSING  EVIDENCE — Preston  Foster,  Irene  Her- 
vey,  Chick  Chandler,  Inez  Courtney,  Noel  Madi- 
son, Paul  Guilfoyle.  Director:  Phil  Rosen, 


FOUR  WIVES — Priscilla  Lane,  Rosemary  Lane, 
Lola  Lane,  Gale  Page,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Fay  Bain- 
ter.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz.  Screenplay: 
Phillip  and  Julius  Epstein. 

STATE  COP — John  Payne.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy. 
Director:  Terry  Morse. 


PHILO  VANCE  RETURNS  — James  Stephenson, 
Margot  Stevenson,  Henry  O’Neill,  Edward  Bro- 
phy,  Martin  Kosleck,  Ralph  Forbes.  Producer: 
Bryan  Foy.  Director:  William  Clemens.  Ori- 
ginal: S.  S.  Van  Dine.  Screenplay.  Tom  Reed. 

LADY'^  DICK — Jane  Wym-an,  Dick  Foran,  Maxie 
Rosenbloom,  Gloria  Dickson,  John  Ridgely,  Tom 
Kennedy.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Noel 
Smith. 
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Six  Unions  Present 
New  Agreements 

Seattle — New  agreements,  affecting  six 
unions,  have  been  mailed  to  Seattle  the- 
atre operators,  according  to  Basil  Gray, 
labor  relations  representative  of  the  Se- 
attle Theatrical  federation.  The  contracts 
are  dated  to  become  effective  with  Sep- 
tember 1,  running  one  year. 

The  contracts  call  for  slight  wage  in- 
creases in  some  brackets.  All  unions  seek 
two  weeks  vacation  with  pay  for  their 
members.  Unions  sending  notice  to  own- 
ers include  stage  employes,  musicians, 
building  service  workers,  theatre  employes 
and  bill  posters.  There  will  be  approxi- 
mately 1,000  employes  affected  by  the  new 
agreements.  Gray  said.  “Tire  new  agree- 
ments have  been  studied  and  were  unani- 
mously adopted  at  a conference  of  the 
Theatrical  Federation.  The  contracts  are 
to  become  effective  on  September  1,  when 
our  current  pact  expires.” 

It  is  expected  that  the  labor  relations 
board  of  the  theatres  owners  will  meet 
with  the  federation  in  the  near  future  to 
discuss  the  new  agreements.  Hal  Daig- 
ler  is  chairman  of  the  theatre  board. 


Show  Box  and  Seattle 
Union  Sign  Agreement 

Seattle — Agreements  have  been  signed 
by  the  Stage  Employes  union.  Local  15, 
and  by  the  Show  Box,  Seattle’s  newest 
entertainment  palace,  according  to  Basil 
Gray,  secretary  to  the  union. 

The  agreement  places  the  Show  Box 
100  per  cent  unionized.  Gray  said,  with 
about  70  employes  affected.  Agreements 
have  been  signed  with  other  unions  in- 
volved, setting  forth  working  conditions, 
hours  and  wages. 

Allied  Membership  Drive 
Is  Still  in  Abeyance 

Los  Angeles — No  further  or  more  defi- 
nite plans  have  been  announced  by  Allied 
States  in  connection  with  its  long-await- 
ed drive  for  exhibitor  members  in  this 
territory.  James  C.  Quinn,  executive  sec- 
retary, who  is  polishing  plans  for  the 
campaign,  is  also  occupied  with  the  con- 
struction of  a new  theatre  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city. 

Allied  plans  a “pep”  meeting  to  signalize 
the  opening  of  its  drive,  and  will  issue 
invitations  to  all  independent  showmen 
in  the  territory,  whether  or  not  they  may 
be  affiliated  with  some  other  organization. 

Bob  Lipperts  Visit  Seattle; 
Open  Premium  Branch 

Seattle — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Lippert  of 
San  Francisco  are  here  combining  pleasure 
with  business.  While  here,  Lippert  is 
establishing  a northwest  branch  of  Paci- 
fic Premium  Co.,  distributors  of  glass  and 
chinaware.  and  other  theatre  stimulants. 
A northwest  representative  has  not  yet 
been  announced,  but  Lippert  hopes  to  have 
the  offices  all  in  working  order  within  the 
next  two  weeks. 


At  the  Fair — 

William  Borack,  booker,  and  Harry 
David,  Paramount  parUier  in  the  In- 
termountain circuit  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
visit  the  Paramount  World  Fair  lounge 
while  in  New  York. 

Northern  California  Tops 
Showmanship  Campaign 

New  York — Charles  Skouras’  northern 
California  division  chalked  up  more  dis- 
trict winners  than  any  of  the  four  other 
National  Theatres  groups  in  the  Spyros 
Skouras  Showmanship  Campaign  which 
ran  13  weeks.  The  winners  will  be  named 
when  Spyros  Skouras  appeal's  at  a special 
meeting  in  Los  Angeles  to  distribute  the 
awards. 

Skouras  arrives  in  Milwaukee,  Monday, 
to  address  the  Fox  Wisconsin  group.  The 
following  day,  he  will  speak  to  the  Fox 
Midwest  gathering  in  Kansas  City.  From 
there,  Skouras  hops  to  Denver  where  he 
will  be  the  main  speaker  at  a Fox  Inter- 
mountain meeting  Wednesday.  Thursday, 
Skouras  will  address  the  members  of  the 
Evergreen  State  in  Seattle,  winding  up  his 
speaking  tour  Friday  in  Los  Angeles. 


Change  in  Ferndale 

San  Francisco — 'The  Harts  Tlieatre  in 
Ferndale  has  been  taken  over  by  Donald 
Patten. 


Taping  the 
Nudies 

Los  Angeles — Too  much  nudity  in 
lobby  posters  advertising  "Elysia,"  nud- 
ist-camp film,  at  the  Central  Theatre, 
caused  police  officials  to  step  in  and 
force  operators  of  the  house  to  make 
discreet  use  of  tape  masking  certain 
portion  of  human  figures  in  the  illus- 
trations. Simultaneously,  a traffic-stop- 
ping window  display  at  the  Astor  Pic- 
tures exchange,  created  by  Manager 
Lou  Goldman  to  ballyhoo  distribution 
of  the  picture,  was  pulled  out  at  police 
request. 


Film  Rentals  Escape 
Sales  Tax  Gouge 

Seattle — With  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed two  per  cent  sales  tax  on  film  in  the 
state  of  Washington,  exhibitors  may  now 
rest  easy.  Jim  Hone,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners  of 
the  state  of  Washington,  has  received  the 
following  letter  from  Olympia: 

“In  response  to  your  letter  of  June  21, 
1939,  we  wish  to  advise  that  the  two  per 
cent  retail  sales  tax,  as  amended  May  1, 
1939,  does  not  apply  to  the  so-called  ren- 
tal of  motion  picture  films  by  a distribu- 
tor to  a motion  picture  house.  From  an 
examination  of  the  terms  of  the  license 
agreements  entered  into  between  distribu- 
tors, such  as  Universal  Pictures,  Warner 
Bros.,  and  First  National  Productions,  and 
the  motion  pictui’e  houses,  it  appears  that 
1 he  agreements  grant  to  the  exhibitors 
a limited  license  to  exhibit  publicly  the 
motion  picture  films  referred  to,  and  it 
is  our  opinion  that  such  agreements  do 
not  constitute  bona  fide  rentals  of  tangible 
personal  property  within  the  terms  of  the 
retail  sales  tax  law.” 

The  letter  is  signed  by  Lloyd  Schram 
of  the  legal  department  of  the  excise  tax 
division  of  the  state  of  Washington. 


Los  Angeles  Universalites 
Into  Drive  August  12 

Los  Angeles — Participation  by  the  local 
exchange  in  Universal’s  national  playdate 
drive  was  set  to  get  underway  August  12 
with  the  arrival  of  L.  J.  McGinley,  Seattle 
branch  manager  and  leader  of  the  cam- 
paign in  the  western  territory. 

McGinley,  working  under  the  supervision 
of  W.  J.  Heineman,  western  district  man- 
ager, will  conduct  a local  “pep”  meeting 
to  instill  enthusiasm  for  the  13-week  event. 
The  company  has  set  aside  $10,000  as 
prizes  for  winning  branch  managers  and 
salesmen. 


Bryan  Foy  Buys  Thomas' 
Globe  at  San  Pedro 

San  Pedro,  Cal.  — Bryan  Foy,  Warner 
producer  in  Hollywood,  has  branched  out 
into  exhibition  by  purchasing  the  Globe 
Theatre,  a 650-seat  house,  from  L.  R. 
Thomas.  Foy  has  appointed  George  Cal- 
viers  manager  of  the  theatre  and  has 
closed  it  temporarily  for  extensive  altera- 
tions and  redecoration. 

One  of  his  early  bookings  will  be  “Ely- 
sia,” nudist  camp  picture,  which  Foy  pro- 
duced some  years  ago  as  an  independent. 


Remodeling  Temple 

San  Bernardino,  Cal. — Milt  Arthur  and 
Bill  Braman  are  completely  remodeling 
their  Temple  Theatre,  including  installa- 
tion of  a new  marquee,  carpets,  sound  and 
projection  equipment,  air  conditioning  and 
re-seating.  National  Theatre  Supply  is 
handling  the  job. 
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CROWDS!!  CROWDS!!  CROWDS!! 


WALTER  KING 

MANAGER  AND 
CO-OWNER 
R lALTO  / 
THEATRE  / 


THIS  BOX  OFFICE  ATTRACTION 
NOW  PLAYING  IN  27  NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA  THEATRES!! 


Photographs 
Taken  Monday 
Night  — 7:15; 
Tuesday  Night 
at  7:30  P.  M. 


Oakland,  California's 
Smartest  Showman 
Offers  This  Statement! 


LOOK!! 

The  Following 
Items. 

GIVE  AT  ONE 
TIME 

Water  Jug  <S 
3 Fruit  Glasses 


The  New  and  Beautiful 


3 Saucers 


CRYSTALITE  WARE 


3 Cups 


”A  PROVEN  BOX  OFFICE  ATTRACTION" 

Warehoused  in  San  Francisco  — Prices  From  S^/^c  Delivered 


Bread  & Butter 
Plate  6t  Large 
Dinner  Plate  & 
MANY  OTHERS 


WE  DEFYICOMPARISON!!! 

Our  New  1940  Line  of  CHINA  WARE  IS  THE  FINEST  EVER  OFFERED  AS  A THEATRE  PREMIUM.  Featherweight! 
Duplicate  of  finest  imported  ware.  Two-Tone  Body  with  double  22-go’-d  decoration!  Streamline  shapes!  Deals 
from  33  weeks,  prices  from  1 Oc— COMPARE— NOTHING  LIKE  IT  ON  THE  MARKET  TODAY!! 

QJLVERW^ARE  20- Year  Guarantee,  Copy  of  Unusual  Sterling  Silver  Pattern.  "Doing  30%  better  than  Har- 
ker  Ovenware"— VICTORY  THEATRE.  San  Jose,  Calif. 

DRESSERWARE  16  Short  Smashing  Weeks — From  10c  Delivered.  This  ware  has  been  used  by  over  500 

theatres — More  than  all  others  combined!! 

POTTERY  The  Finest  Real  CALIFORNIA  "CORONADO"  Pottery.  The  Only  Proven  Deal — Used  by  over 
100  Theatres — Enough  Said!  (Not  For  Sale  in  Los  Angeles). 


PACIFIC  PREMIUM  COMPANY 

MAIN  OFHCES 

112  HYDE  ST. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF. 

ORDWAY  4600 


LOS  ANGELES  OFFICE 

MORRIS  BARSKY 

1912  South  Vermont  Parkway  9131 


PORTLAND-SEATTLE  OFFICE 

2417  SECOND  AVENUE 

Seattle,  Washington 


TACK  HALEY  will  lead  a contingent  of 
' film  players  who  will  appear  here  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  at  the  Policemen’s 
Ball  to  be  held  in  the  Civic  Auditorium 
The  Alcazar,  reopened  after  a dark 
spell,  is  showing  an  uncensored  version 
of  “White  Cargo”  ...  To  big  crowds,  Char- 
lie McCarthy  and  Edgar  Bergen  teamed 
up  with  Ted  “Kid”  Lewis  on  Treasure  Is- 
land at  the  Fair. 

Along  the  Row:  Carl  Milton,  back  from 
his  vacation  looking  very  brown  . . . D.  B. 
Levin,  paying  one  of  his  visits  . . . Lloyd 
Owenby,  Natio7ial  Theatre  Supply  prexy, 
back  from  his  sojourn  . . . Ed  Morris  of 
All-Star,  starting  on  his  trip  into  the 
Valley  . . . Pat  Patterson  of  Treasure  Chest 
and  Atlantic  exchange,  back  in  towii  . . . 
C.  Goldsmith,  owner  of  the  New  Hopkins, 
in  Jim  Riley’s  . . . Riley's  Pacific  Coast 
Theatrical  Supply  also  hosting  John  Di 
Staccio  of  Sacramento. 

Added  to  the  growing  staff  of  Sonney’s 
Roadshows,  is  Bill  Moore,  former  city  man- 
ager for  Golden  State  Theatres  here  . . . 
Tom  Beilis  was  in  town  visiting  ...  A 
clean-up  at  Warners  seems  to  be  in  mo- 
tion, with  maintenance  men  washing  the 
skylights  . . . Jackie  Rush  of  Warners 
is  vacationing  in  Sacramento. 

Yellow  Cab  officials  here  are  advertising 
until  “Visit  the  Fair  the  Glamorous  Way 
in  a Yellow’’  . . . Laurence  Borg’s  Presi- 
dent Theatre  here,  managed  by  Clarence 
Gabriel,  is  being  dolled  up  ...  Ed  Bower  of 
NTS  is  pacing  the  floor.  He  may  be  a 
proud  father  by  the  time  you  read  this. 

Herb  Rosener  left  for  Seattle  where  he 
will  spend  three  weeks  . . . Roy  Cooper 
returned  from  Seattle  after  two  weeks 
. . . Mary  Clark  is  back  from  Honolulu, 
a picture  in  tan  . . . “Bachelor  Mother” 
is  in  its  third  week  at  the  Golden  Gate. 
The  Gate  is  still  holding  to  a 55  cent 
policy,  with  all  other  local  first  runs  down 
to  40  cents. 

Aaron  Goldberg  is  back  from  Los  An- 
geles . . . Doorman  Frank  Austen  of  Gold- 
berg’s Egyptian  is  vacationing  in  L.  A. 
. . . Reek  Feliziani,  the  Golden  State  casa- 
nova  of  Ten-O-Win,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Midtown  Theatre. 

John  Danz  Closes  Capitol 
Upon  Lease  Expiration 

Seattle — The  Capitol  Theatre,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  John  Danz,  Sterling 
chain  houses,  has  closed.  Some  years  ago 
Danz  sold  the  building  and  property,  re- 
taining the  lease.  With  the  expiration 
of  this  lease,  the  new  owners  will  tear 
down  the  building  and  a store  will  be 
erected  on  the  site.  The  location  is  in 
downtown  Seattle. 

With  the  Capitol  closing.  Bill  Forman, 
general  manager  of  the  circuit  announces 
that  Manager  Palo  of  the  Winter  Garden 
Theatre,  will  move  over  to  the  Colonial 
Theatre,  and  Si  Danz,  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  will  take  over  the  operation  of  the 
Garden. 


Visitors  to  Warner — 

At  the  top  it’s  Lloyd  Claver,  exhibitor 
from  Coquille,  Ore.,  who  is  guided 
around  the  studio  by  Margot  Steven- 
son, currently  in  “Queer  Money.’’  Di- 
rectly below,  Humphrey  Bogart  and 
Joseph  Koehler,  exhibitor -mayor  from 
Twin  Falls,  Ida.,  discuss  films  on  the 
set  of  “The  Roaring  Twenties.’’ 

Dickson,  McCullough  at 
Great  falls  Opening 

Los  Angeles — Opening  of  Fox  West 
Coast’s  new  $65,000  Town  Theatre  in  Great 
Falls,  Mont.,  was  attended  by  Dick  Dick- 
son, Montana  district  manager,  and  R.  H. 
McCullough,  circuit  maintenance  chief- 
tain, both  of  whom  headquarters  here. 
The  new  unit,  an  800-seater  which  opened 
August  5,  replaces  the  1,100-seat  Rain- 
bow, which  has  been  closed  for  modern- 
ization. 


Handwriting  Expert  Booked 

Los  Angeles — The  Orpheum,  one  of  the 
Principal  Theatres  in  the  downtown  area, 
booked  Doma,  handwriting  expert,  for  a 
week’s  engagement.  Spotted  in  the  lobby, 
she  analyzes  the  handwriting  of  patrons 
every  evening. 


JjVERY'THING  is  in  readiness  for  the 
fifth  Oregon  annual  motion  picture 
golf  tournament  August  22  and  23.  Every 
exhibitor  and  his  wife  are  invited  to  attend 
the  affair  at  the  Portland  Golf  Club 
whether  they  play  golf  or  not.  Ladies  will 
be  entertained,  golfers  or  non-golfers. 

More  than  100  trophies  are  expected  by 
tournament  time,  according  to  Tom  Shear- 
er, head  of  the  trophy  committee,  and  the 
turnout,  judging  from  present  indications, 
will  exceed  200.  Members  of  the  executive 
committee  have  exceeded  all  previous  ef- 
forts to  make  this  get-together  the  finest 
and  greatest  film  men  have  ever  attempt- 
ed in  the  Northwest. 

Holders  of  golf  tickets  will  be  eligible 
for  three  magnificent  door  prizes,  accord- 
ing to  Shearer.  Wednesday  evening,  fol- 
lowing the  tournament  play,  those  in  at- 
tendance will  enjoy  a sport  dinner-dance 
and  floor  show.  Trophies  will  be  award- 
ed at  this  time.  'Ti’ophies  are  still  coming 
in  and  filling  Shearer’s  salesroom  to  ca- 
pacity. It  appears  that  by  next  week  there 
will  be  at  least  a prize  for  every  entrant. 

Vete  Stewart  of  Warner  Bros,  has  ar- 
ranged for  an  Errol  Flynn-Bette  Davis 
trophy  . . . Denny  Hull  is  vacationing  in 
Victoria  . . . Spotted  on  the  Row  during 
the  week:  George  Hunt,  Medford;  S.  G. 
Mendenhall,  Grants  Pass;  Kap  Kuhn, 
Lebanon;  Mrs.  L.  A.  Moore,  Hermiston 
and  Goldendale;  W.  H.  Hibbert,  Sheridan; 
Harry  Percy,  White  Salmon,  and  J.  A. 
Spears,  Winlock,  Wash. 

Ben  Shearer  paid  an  unexpected  visit 
to  the  Portland  office  of  B.  F.  Shearer 
Co.  a few  hours  on  his  return  to  Seattle 
from  the  opening  of  Shearer’s  new  Los 
Angeles  office  . . . Bessie  Pancake  of  20th- 
Fox  billing  fame  is  spending  the  second 
half  of  her  vacation  climbing  Mt.  Olympus 
in  Washington  with  the  Mazamas  . . . 
A.  L.  Rule,  RKO  exploiteer  working  out 
of  the  New  York  office,  was  a recent 
Portland  visitor  ...  So  was  Guy  Navarre 
of  United  Artists. 

Jack  Callahan,  operator  of  the  Strand 
Theatre  in  Seaside,  has  leased  a 60x90-/oof 
lot  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Columbia 
drive  and  Broadway  in  Seaside.  He  will 
erect  a $50,000  moderii  concrete  house 
there. 

Portland’s  Pix  Theatre  has  dropped  its 
vaudeville.  According  to  Manager  Archie 
Holt,  John  Danz  will  pick  up  the  stage 
unit  in  September  when  he  opens  the  Or- 
pheum as  a combination  stage  and  film 
house  . . . W.  A.  Graeper  of  Portland 
played  in  the  Oregon  coast  golf  cham- 
pionship at  the  Astoria  Golf  and  Coun- 
try Club. 

RKO  has  takeji  over  Eugene  for  the 
making  of  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois.”  Head- 
ing the  staff  for  the  Raymond  Massey 
starring  picture  are  Director  John  Crom- 
well, Assistant  Director  Dewey  Starkey 
and  Cameraman  James  Wong  How.  Har- 
old Lewis,  location  director,  has  built  a 
set  nine  miles  up  the  McKenzie  river,  Ex- 
President  Herbert  Hoover’s  favorite  fish- 
ing stream,  from  the  University  City. 
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JAY  SUTTON  Of  the  Marcal  and  Centre 
^ theatres  dropped  in  along  the  Row  after 
attending  the  Optimists’  International  con- 
vention at  Richmond,  Va.  . . . Visitors 
from  Kansas  City,  in  which  territory  they 
operate  seven  theatres,  are  Sam  Abend 
and  George  Harttmann  . . . Booking  vis- 
itors: Harry  Melinkoff  of  Torrence  and 
Gardena;  Kelly  Seligman,  of  the  Dorkel; 
John  Keogh,  Keogh  circuit,  San  Diego. 

Howard  Ralston,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Granada  Theatre,  came  in  to  talk  things 
over  with  N.  H.  Brower  of  the  local  War- 
ner exchange  . . . Renewing  acquaintances 
was  George  Montgomery,  former  operator 
of  the  now-extinct  All-Star  exchange. 

Maurice  Sherman,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Four  Star  Theatre,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Carthay  Circle,  where  he 
continues  in  the  same  capacity  . . . Fox 
Westcoasters,  recreational  club  comprising 
Fox  West  Coast  circuit  workers,  will  hold 
its  fourth  annual  outing  and  golf  tourna- 
ment August  25  at  the  Riviera  Country 
C-Ub.  W.  H.  (Bud)  Lollier  is  in  charge  of 
arrangements. 

Cullen  Espy,  Fox  West  Coast  district 
manager,  has  embarked  on  a two-week 
vacation  tour  through  the  northwest  . . . 
Ben  Fish,  United  Artists’  western  district 
manager,  checked  in  after  a short  trip 
through  his  territory  . . . B.  F.  Shearer 
came  in  from  Seattle  to  look  over  the  new 
headquarters  into  which  his  local  office 
just  moved  . . . Gene  O’Keefe,  Maywood 
exhibitor,  wandering  around  the  Row  with 
Warren  Dietrich,  Long  Beach  architect, 
and  an  old  friend  of  his  from  Montana 
. . . Al  Bowman,  who  is  building  a theatre 
in  Bell  Gardens,  came  in  to  line  up  prod- 
uct. He  plans  to  open  the  house  in  a few 
weeks. 

Claude  Hawk,  Salt  Lake  City  exhibitor, 
and  Mrs.  Hawk  are  vacationing  here  after 
taking  in  the  San  Francisco  Fair  . . . Bill 
Swanson,  booking  for  his  Ojai  Theatre, 
Ojai,  reports  more  than  100,000  persons 
have  seen  “White  Cargo,”  stage  play 
which  he  is  presenting  at  his  Beaux 
Arts  Theatre  here  . . . Floyd  Lewis, 
who  handles  pottery  giveaways  in  va- 
rious theatres,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  . . . 
Harold  Glass  boasting  that  his  Gordon 
Theatre  is  the  “most  beautiful  in  Ameri- 
ca” . . . Paul  Baker,  Fox  city  manager 
for  three  houses  in  Bellingham,  Wash., 
visited  Sam  Milner,  Universal  salesman, 
during  a trip  here. 

Booking:  Buddy  Gore,  Manhattan  Beach; 
L.  W.  Allen,  Southgate,  Southgate;  Al  Mar- 
tin, Strand;  Glenn  Harper,  who  owns 
houses  in  Corona  and  Fontana;  Jack  Min- 
gus, Florence  Mills  and  Green  Meadows 
theatres;  C.  A.  Ferry,  Graiiada,  Alham- 
bra; Jimmy  Graff,  Hub;  Bob  Tengberg, 
Majestic,  Santa  Monica;  Claude  Davis,  Se- 
ville, Inglewood;  Paul  Dietrich,  Oxnard 
Theatres  Corp. 

Filmrow  twosomes:  Harry  Milstein  of 
Torrence  and  Gardena,  and  Bill  Reider, 
local  Grand  National  exchange  manager 


. . . M.  R.  Kirsten,  Whittier  Blvd.  The- 
atre, and  Herman  Lewis  of  the  Whitson- 
Lewis  circuit  . . . Art  Bayliss,  Warner 
salesman,  chatting  with  George  Bromley 
of  the  Campus  Theatre  . . . Frank  Mar- 
tin, theatre  operator  from  Clifton  and 
Morenci,  Ariz.,  and  Frank  Plumley,  who 
books  for  the  Louis  Long  circuit  in  that 
state. 

Booking:  Art  Brick,  Hew  Palace,  Las 
’Vegas;  Joe  Venable,  Manny -Veyiable  cir- 
cuit; Jules  Wolf  of  the  Lincoln;  Glenn 
Cooper,  Hugh  Bruen  circuit,  Whittier;  Al 
Minor,  in  from  Burbank  . . . C.  T.  Lynch, 
Metro’s  branch  manager,  pulled  out  for 
Arizona  on  business  . . . Doris  Johnson, 
secretary  to  Ralph  Carmichael,  Metro’s 
office  manager,  back  on  the  job  after  her 
marriage  in  Yuma,  Ariz.,  to  William  Randle. 

Jean  Shapiro,  Universal  office  worker, 
back  on  the  job  after  a one-week  holiday. 
She’ll  take  the  second  week  later  . . . 
Al  O’Keefe,  western  division  manager  for 
Universal,  in  from  a jaunt  around  his 
territory  . . . Alex  Mounce,  Charlie  Bragg 
and  Murray  Hawkins  formed  a luncheon 
threesome  . . . Doing  a solo  job  at  the 
luncheon  table  was  Morris  Safier,  Grand 
National’s  district  manager. 

Boris  Posner,  Arlington  Theatre,  came 
in  for  bookings  ...  On  the  same  errand 
were  George  Landers,  of  the  Washington; 
Claude  Davis,  Seville,  Inglewood;  Harvey 
Levinson,  Cozy  Theatre;  Bill  Kiiotts,  in 
from  Covina;  Max  Gardens  of  the  Ros- 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists’’ 
Heywood-Wakelield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


lyn;  Jack  Goldman,  Pico  and  Park  the- 
atres; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hal  Moore  of  the 
Dixie. 

Arch  Bowles,  Fox  West  Coast’s  northern 
California  manager,  came  in  for  home 
office  conferences  . . . Charles  Feldman 
and  Al  O’Keefe  of  Universal  lunched  with 
Jimmy  Edwards,  head  man  at  the  Edwards 
circuit  . . . Chet  Black  has  installed  air 
conditioning  in  his  office  out  at  the  Pico 
Drive-In  Theatre — “so  I can  see  my  way 
through  the  cigar  smoke,”  he  explained 
. . . Sam  Nathanson  of  Coast  Pictures 
lunched  with  Harry  Vinicof  and  Sol  Moeh- 
ler  of  the  Vinicof  circuit  . . . Mike  Newman, 
Columbia  exploiter,  chatting  with  Lon 
Hoss  and  Buck  Wade,  Universal  salesmen. 

Joe  Green,  Raymond  Theatre,  Pasadena, 
was  a booking  visitor  . . . Ditto  Charlie 
Olds,  Arroyo,  Arryo  Grande;  Harry  Hoff- 
man, Soboba,  San  Jacinto;  Jack  Mingus, 
Green  Meadows  and  Florence  Mills;  Manny 
Hoffman,  Arvin,  Carmen  and  Lux;  Harry 
Goldfarb,  National,  National  City;  Mason 
Seiler,  Newport  Beach;  Ray  Robbins,  Va- 
riety; Ernie  Silcox,  Studio,  Studio  City; 
Jack  Goldberg,  Garden,  Belvedere  Gardens; 
Al  Snadow,  Bill  Robinson. 

Leslie  Taylor,  manager  of  Mac  Sinift’s 
Del  Mar  Theatre,  is  vacationing  in  Kansas 
City  . . . William  Kohler  of  Astor  Pictures 
believes  in  service.  He  minded  Mrs.  Frank 
Valuskis’  dog  while  she  went  booking  for 
her  theatre  in  Bell. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratoff 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO  220.5 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

==  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  ======== 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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I^ESERVATIONS  indicate  a big  crowd  at 

the  annual  picnic  and  golf  tournament 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club  to 
be  held  August  18  at  Eddie  Ott’s  Country 
Club  and  the  Evergreen  golf  course  at 
Evergreen,  40  miles  from  Denver.  With  the 
cost  set  at  $2.50  each,  exclusive  of  golf, 
many  are  attending  that  stayed  away  for- 
merly because  of  cost  of  golf  being  in- 
cluded. A bridge  tournament  will  be  held 
in  the  afternoon,  along  with  picnic  games 
and  a dinner-dance  will  occupy  the  eve- 
ning. The  Gibralter  Enterprises,  Inc.,  con- 
vention is  in  progress  at  present  with  38 
managers,  besides  maintenance  men,  pub- 
licity directors  and  directors  and  officers. 
This  meeting  runs  from  August  11  to  15. 
The  Fox  convention  starts  August  16,  with 
about  55,  including  managers  and  Denver 
headquarters  men,  in  attendance.  Spyros 
Skouras  is  attending  the  opening  day  ses- 
sions. Rick  Ricketson,  division  manager 
of  the  Intermountain  division,  will  pre- 
side, and  the  district  meetings  will  occupy 
the  final  day,  August  18. 

Inquiries  are  being  made  by  Mary  A. 
Rice,  business  manager  of  the  Gillette 
Daily  Journal,  as  to  the  availability  of 
Plans  call  for  the  house  to  operi  about 
200,  to  be  put  into  a remodeled  building. 
Pla7is  call  for  the  house  to  open  about 
September  I,  to  be  named  the  America  . . . 
Glen  Gregory,  recently  manager  of  the 
Grand  National  exchange,  is  selling  roof- 
ing ajid  reports  contracts  are  being  signed 
regularly.  Frank  Milton,  former  theatre 
man,  also  is  sellmg  roofing  with  insula- 
tion as  a sideline,  and  reports  he  is  doing 
all  right  ...  Si  Gertz,  with  the  Civic 
theatres  for  several  years,  and  editor  of 
their  publicity  paper,  the  Civic  News,  has 
resigned.  Says  he  may  go  to  California. 

Harry  Kerer  of  Premier  Pictures  ex- 
changes was  here  conferring  with  his 
brother,  George.  Tliey  expect  to  open  a 
Denver  office  soon,  having  secured  for 
this  and  Salt  Lake  territories,  where  Harr.v 
is  located,  as  well  as  Seattle  and  Portland, 
these  films:  Principal  Productions,  con- 
sisting of  20th  Century-Fox  releases.  Geo. 
O’Brien  Pictures,  Tim  McCoys,  Ken  May- 
nards, Actions,  a Gene  Austin  and  “Hu- 
man Wreckage”  and  “Sinful  Souls.” 

G.  L.  Blakeslee  of  the  Grand  at  Lan- 
der, Wyo.,  was  in  Denver  for  treatment 
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of  an  infected  hand  . . . Fox  is  doing  some 
remodeling , including  the  installation  of  a 
ventilating  plant  in  the  Isis  at  Trinidad, 
and  will  reopen  the  house.  It  has  been 
closed  for  some  years.  It  will  be  a 15-cent 
house. 

Harold  Woods  has  been  promoted  by 
Fox  from  assistant  manager  at  Helena, 
Mont.,  to  the  city  managership  at  Wal- 
senburg,  Colo.,  where  he  will  manage  the 
■Valencia  and  Rialto.  Woods  succeeds  Ed 
King,  who  goes  to  Boulder,  Colo.,  to  man- 
age the  Isis.  Ben  Benda,  manager  of  the 
Isis,  is  at  Sterling,  Colo.,  relieving  Chet 
Miller,  who  is  on  an  extended  vacation 
. . . Ross  Bluck,  assistant  manager  of 
the  RKO  exchange,  is  on  vacation,  spend- 
ing one  week  in  Salt  Lake  City,  but  was 
undecided  as  to  the  rest  of  the  time  . . . 
J.  T.  Sheffield,  owner  of  the  Republic 
franchise  here,  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  the 
Pacific  northwest,  was  in  town  a few  days 
on  his  way  from  New  York  back  to  his 
Seattle  headquarters. 

A complete  reinodeling  job  is  being  done 
at  the  Empress,  Laramie,  Wyo.,  with  in- 
stallation of  complete  new  booth  equip- 
ment, 800  seats,  carpets  and  ventilating 
equipment,  all  bought  from  the  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.  . . . “The  Memory 
Lingers  On,"  a one-reel  film  contain- 
ing shots  of  stars  of  yesteryear,  has  been 
booked  by  Mercury  Film  Exchange  to  show 
at  the  Denver  and  Aladdin  for  a week 
each.  The  Aladdin  date  will  be  a carry- 
over and  will  follow  the  Denver  run. 

J.  J.  Sarah  has  sold  the  Rialto  at  Fruita, 
Colo.,  to  John  Mattern,  connected  with 
the  Princess  at  Del  Norte,  who  will  re- 
open the  house  after  doing  some  remod- 
eling . . . George  P.  Weirick,  who  for- 
merly was  in  the  theatre  business  in  Glen- 
wood  Springs,  Colo.,  is  building  a new 
theatre  there  to  seat  about  400.  The  house 
has  not  yet  been  named  nor  has  an  open- 
ing date  been  set.  Weirick  was  here  get- 
ting prices  on  equipment  and  product. 

With  no  theatre  in  the  summer  resort 
town  of  Evergreen,  pictures  are  being 
shown  M07iday  nights  at  Eddie  Ott’s-by- 
the-Lake.  The  place  is  used  for  dancing 
other  days  . . . Miss  Audrey  McAllister, 
one  of  the  shorts  bookers  at  Fox  Inter- 
mountain headquarters,  is  on  vacation  . . . 
“Union  Pacific"  broke  the  house  record 
by  a few  dollars  at  the  Trail  Theatre  at 
Deertrail,  Colo.  . . . Bob  Spawn,  booker 
at  Gibralter  Enterprises,  is  on  a two- 
week  vacation  . . . Fox  is  adding  a house 
at  Longmont,  to  seat  about  800.  A garage 
is  being  remodeled  into  a thoroughly  mod- 
ern and  up-to-date  theatre. 

The  “Folies  Bergere”  broke  the  house 
record  for  anything  ever  to  play  in  Den- 
ver, at  least  since  the  crash  in  1929.  This 
stage  show,  direct  from  the  San  Francisco 
Fair,  packed  the  house  every  day  and  for 
nearly  every  show,  for  the  full  seven 
days,  and  with  the  price  boosted  from 
the  usual  25-35-40  to  20-40-50. 


A1  Minor  Buys  Fillmore 

Fillmore,  Cal. — A1  Minor,  operator  of 
three  houses  in  Burbank,  has  purchased 
the  Fillmore  Theatre  from  A.  K.  Wise. 


SAILT  ILAKIE 

^HE  second  annual  “Movie  Day”  was  set 

to  be  celebrated  August  10  at  Lagoon 
(between  Salt  Lake  City  and  Ogden).  The 
general  committee  includes  Harold  Ches- 
ler,  chairman;  E.  L.  Winward,  Stan  Sam- 
uelson,  John  Craig,  Joe  Madsen,  Ralph 
Piza,  Bob  Haas  and  Helen  Garrity.  Sports, 
dancing,  prizes  and  cash  awards  will  mark 
the  affair.  All  exhibitors,  exchange  em- 
ployes and  others  connected  with  the 
trade  are  invited. 

H.  D.  Jorgenson,  operator  of  the  Main 
Theatre  at  Rigby,  Ida.,  is  visiting  here  . . . 
Numerous  visitors  are  expected  here  for 
the  SuTi  Valley  rodeo  whieh  will  be  held 
August  12-13. 

Service  Theatre  Supply  is  reported  to 
have  supplied  the  entire  equipment  for 
Johnnie  Griffin’s  new  house  at  Chinook, 
Mont.  Carl  Veseth  of  the  Grand  Harlem 
and  Liberty  theatres  at  Chester,  and  the 
New  Point  Theatre  at  Wolf  Point  also  are 
recent  purchases  of  equipment. 

A big  trade  turnout  was  enjoyed  by  the 
Town  Theatre  at  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  when 
the  new  house  made  its  debut  August  5. 
The  house  seats  730  and  is  managed  by 
Roscoe  Kernan  for  Fox. 

Lou  Sorenson,  assistant  at  the  Utah 
Theatre,  is  vacationing  . . . Paramount  re- 
cently held  a special  trade  showing  of 
“Beau  Geste”  at  the  Studio  Theatre  . . . 
Lon  T.  Fidler,  district  manager  for  Mono- 
gram was  a recent  visitor,  conferring  with 
local  Manager  W.  W.  McKendrick  ...  A 
trip  into  Idaho  and  Montana  is  among  the 
plans  of  James  R.  Keitz,  in  charge  of  the 
Mercury  exchange. 

Mattie  Turville,  Fox  shorts  booker,  is 
expected  back  from  a trip  to  Denver  . . . 
Among  returned  vacationists  are  Lee 
Scott,  former  office  manager  for  National 
Theatre  Supply  and  Claire  Burdette  of  the 
Paramount  office  staff  . . . Phil  Guss,  of 
Intermountain  Theatre  Supply,  is  due 
back  from  a business  trip  to  California  . . . 
Bill  Seib,  branch  manager  for  Columbia, 
prolonged  his  stay  in  the  Montana  dis- 
trict. 

Barbara  Louise  Smith,  21-year-old  Lo- 
gan girl,  and  a winner  in  the  Lasky  talent 
hunt,  has  a contract  with  the  Myron  Selz- 
nick  actors’  agency  in  Hollywood  . . . Re- 
public Branch  Manager  G.  S.  Pinnell  and 
Paul  McElhinney,  sales  representative  are 
making  exhibitor  rounds  in  Idaho  and 
southern  Utah,  respectively. 

Thomas  George,  67,  of  Rigby,  Ida.,  a 
theatre  operator  since  1907,  died  August 
2 in  his  home,  following  a seven  month 
illness. 

Mat  Aparton,  local  Universal  branch 
chief,  is  due  back  from  a sales  trip  . . . 
Joe  Madsen,  office  manager  for  United 
Artists,  is  vacationing  in  the  northwest 
. . . Sales  Manager  Tony  Hartford  of  the 
exchange  is  due  back  after  ten  days  on 
the  road. 

Will  Rock  and  his  troupe  of  magicians 
appearing  at  the  Roxy,  entertained  the 
patients  of  the  Shriners’  Hospital  for  crip- 
pled children  at  St.  Mark’s. 
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WE  start  this  week  with  a correction.  It 
is  Marty  Weiser,  who  is  handling  pub- 
licity and  exploitation  in  the  northwest 
for  Warner  exchanges  . . . More  trouble 
for  the  film  boys  and  theatre  managers 
who  live  on  the  various  islands  for  the 
good  old  summer  months.  A ferry  strike 
is  on  and  it  looks  like  it  will  be  a little 
while  before  it  terminates.  During  this 
bad  session,  Jimmy  O’Neal,  Eddie  Lamb, 
George  Blair,  J.  von  Herberg  and  a host 
of  others  are  driving  to  Tacoma,  miles  out 
of  their  way,  to  get  home.  Film  ship- 
ments are  being  made  by  special  boats 
and  trucks. 

Fortified  with  a slug  of  spinach  juice, 
Seattle  police  are  on  the  trail  of  a stolen 
Popeye  reel.  “Leave  Well  Enough  Alone,” 
a cartoon  depicting  the  adventures  of  Pop- 
eye,  was  stolen  from  the  Paramount  ex- 
change . . . Visitors  of  renown  included 
Reginald  Owen,  film  actor  who  got  by  au- 
tograph hunters  very  nicely.  Owen  was 
era  route  to  British  Columbia  for  some  sal- 
mon fishing  . . . The  next  chap  in  was 
John  Charles  Thomas,  the  noted  singer, 
who  only  spent  a few  seconds  changing 
planes,  so  that  he  could  get  to  Vancouver, 
B.  C.,  in  time  for  a concert  . . . The  third 
man  to  call  was  Frederic  McConnell,  dy- 
namic director  of  the  community  play- 
houses in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  McConnell 
spent  some  time  with  Glenn  Hughes  of 
the  University  Showboat  and  paid  a visit 
to  the  Repertory  Playhouse.  He  is  on  a 
special  tour  that  will  take  him  through 
Canada,  then  down  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Delbert  McMullen,  local  musician,  is 
gaining  national  recognition  as  a song- 
writer. He  has  just  had  published  his 
third  and  most  successful  song,  “In  My 
Dream.”  . . . When  Jona  Jensen,  12-year- 
old  Portland  girl,  came  out  on  her  horse. 
Bourbon  Surprise,  the  competition  for  the 
three-gaited  class  was  over  as  far  as  the 
judges  were  concerned  at  the  horse  show. 
Joan,  one  of  the  outstanding  riders  in  the 
west,  had  the  competition  won.  She  add- 
ed the  trophy  to  the  many  she  al- 
ready has  collected  from  the  Tanbark 
arena  in  Portland  and  other  riding  exhi- 
bitions. Joan  is  the  daughter  of  Claude 
Jensen,  president  of  the  Jensen-von  Her- 
berg theatres  in  the  Northwest. 

Puget  Sound  waters  near  Seattle  will 
soon  be  the  scene  of  motion  picture  activ- 
ities on  a scale  unusual  for  these  parts. 
Warner  Bros,  have  just  completed  plans  to 
send  a company  of  100  players  and  tech- 
nicians here  for  four  weeks  to  film  a ma- 
jor portion  of  “The  Sea  Hawk”  . . . Herb 
Rosener  of  Los  Angeles  is  negotiating  for 
the  Metropolitan  Theatre  in  which  to  ex- 
hibit his  foreign  films  this  coming  season. 
The  deal  is  not  to  interfere  with  regular 
bookings  of  shows  and  concerts  at  the  Met. 
Rosener,  who  has  theatres  in  Portland, 
San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  recently 
relinquished  the  Montlake  Theatre,  where 
he  housed  his  foreign  product  the  past 
few  years. 

The  Northwest  Film  Club  has  once 
more  opened  its  doors  after  being  closed 
for  the  past  few  summer  weeks.  A good 
crowd  was  on  hand  for  the  reopening. 
Plans  are  now  under  way  for  the  annual 


picnic  which  will  take  place  the  end  of 
this  month  . . . Fulton  Cook,  who  is  build- 
ing the  new  Bungalo  Theatre  in  St.  Maries, 
Ida.,  has  sailed  for  a three-week  vacation 
with  his  wife  in  Alaska  . . . Dorothy  Mercy 
was  honored  with  a birthday  dinner  at  the 
Olympic  Hotel.  Senior  and  Beryl  Mercy 
came  over  from  Yakima  for  the  party, 
hosted  by  Eddie  and  Marion  Walton.  Oth- 
ers attending  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
Cooper,  from  San  Francisco;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jimmy  O’Neal,  and  Mrs.  Mercy’s  broth- 
ers-in-law. 

Al  Rosenberg  is  expected  home  from 
his  four-week  trip  to  California,  while 
Frank  Newman  sr.  is  returning  to  New 
York  for  extended  business  activities  . . . 
Mrs.  Don  Glover  of  the  Audion  Theatre  in 
Pullman  suffered  a broken  arm  when  her 
gee-gee  threw  her  . . . “Mac”  McLeod,  up 
from  Portland  to  handle  the  Tusco  office 
during  the  vacation  of  Bill  Stober.  Inci- 
dentally, Mac’s  father  Hugh  McLeod,  89 
years  old,  of  Kewenee,  III.,  is  visiting  him 
. . . The  Hugh  Bruens  of  Whittier,  Cal., 
have  gone  back  home  after  spending  10 
days  here  as  guests  of  the  Art  Gollofons 
. . . Al  Rule  of  the  RKO  exploitation  de- 
partment is  here  from  New  York  for  some 
special  work  at  the  local  exchange.  Eddie 
Lamb,  local  branch  manager,  is  showing 
Rule  around. 

Charles  Gompertz  of  San  Francisco,  on 
the  Row  with  Roy  Peacock  of  the  B.  F. 

New  C-S  House  to  Make 
Three  in  Neighborhood 

Los  Angeles — With  the  announcement 
that  the  Carlin-Sinker  circuit  is  drawing 
up  plans  for  construction  of  a 900-seat  de 
luxe  house,  the  vicinity  of  Alvarado  and 
Eighth  Sts.  here  soon  will  have  three  thea- 
tres in  operation  within  a block  of  each 
other.  The  C-S  chain  already  owns  the 
Alvarado  and,  upon  completion  of  its  new 
house,  will  drop  the  price  of  the  former  to 
15  cents.  This  will  be  in  direct  competi- 
tion to  the  Lake  Theatre,  now  under  con- 
struction by  John  Drew,  and  also  designed 
to  operate  on  a 15-cent  scale. 


$60,000  in  Two  Weeks 

San  Francisco — “Ladies  and  Gentlemen,” 
starring  Herbert  Marshall  and  Helen 
Hayes,  grossed  $60,000  during  its  two  weeks 
here.  It  will  return  here  after  an  engage- 
ment in  New  York,  it  is  reported. 


New  Alexander  Contract 

Denver— Redwood  Theatres,  Inc.,  of  Cal- 
ifornia, has  signed  a new  contract  for  22 
theatres  with  Alexander  Film  Co.,  accord- 
ing to  the  Colorado  Springs  studio. 


Oakdale  to  Wilkens 

San  Francisco — Harvey  Amusement  Co. 
has  sold  the  Oakdale  Theatre,  Oakdale, 
Cal.,  to  Alfred  Wilkens. 


"Big  Top"  to  Frisco 

San  Francisco — Ringling  Brothers-Bar- 
num  & Bailey  will  show  here  September 
8,  9 and  10. 


Shearer  Co.  . . . George  Mitchley,  local 
manager  for  General  Films,  is  now  in  Van- 
couver, B.  C.,  after  a couple  of  days  with 
his  boss,  Eddie  Hudson,  in  Portland  . . . 
Ray  Paulson,  noted  film  cameraman,  in 
Seattle  on  a visit  with  his  special  truck 
loaded  with  equipment.  Ray  is  making 
an  industrial  reel  for  the  Pacific  Power 
and  Light  Co.  . . . Les  Theuerkauf,  new 
manager  for  Universal,  off  on  a business 
trip  to  Grand  Coulee  . . . Fred  Hartman 
and  his  wife  to  Wallace,  Ida.,  for  a month’s 
vacation  and  fishing. 

Ben  Shearer,  to  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco  to  visit  his  branches  in  those 
cities  . . . Doctor  Parsley,  back  from  his 
vacation  in  the  south  and  a visit  to  the 
San  Francisco  Fair  . . . Don  Beckman,  sup- 
ervising work  on  his  new  offices  and  hop- 
ing to  get  settled  soon  . . . Al  Finkelstein, 
division  manager  in  Oregon  for  Evergreen 
Theatres,  spending  some  time  on  Row  and 
being  glad-handed  by  everyone  . . . Mrs. 
Abbie  Thompson,  exhibitor  from  Pomeroy, 
doing  her  booking  in  Seattle  for  a change 
. . . Mrs.  J.  J.  Ball,  from  San  Francisco, 
attending  Filmrow  previews  . . . Bill  and 
Beverly  Parker,  guests  of  Jack  Rosenberg, 
who  took  them  cruising  around  the  sound 
. . . Guy  Navarre,  off  to  Portland  for  a 
business  confab  with  the  office  there  . . 
Meredythe  Goldsmith,  in  the  Swedish  Hos- 
pital coming  along  nicely  after  an  appen- 
dectomy. 

Mrs.  Norma  Shein,  in  from  New  York 
to  visit  her  sister,  Mrs.  Bill  Parker 
Bill  Englen,  Grand  National  booker,  back 
on  the  job  again  but  still  taking  things 
easy  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Fundenberg 
and  Mr.  Fundenberg’s  sister,  who  is  visit- 
ing them  from  Maryland,  motoring  from 
Portland  to  visit  Al  and  Evelyn  Oxtoby  in 
San  Francisco  . . . Billy  Hartford,  city 
manager  for  Evergreen  in  Everett,  back 
from  his  vacation  and  looking  up  the  boys 
on  the  Row  . . . George  Smith,  district  sales 
manager  for  Paramount,  here  for  a few 
days  with  Morrie  Segel,  local  branch  man- 
ager . . . W.  G.  Whitman,  salesman  for 
Universal,  has  gone  back  to  his  territory 
east  of  the  mountains  where  the  weather 
is  good  and  hot  . . . A.  G.  Basil,  in  from 
Raymond,  with  his  daughter  doing  the 
driving  . . . Lloyd  Lamb,  getting  ready  for 
an  extended  trip  to  the  Oregon  territory. 

Harry  Ulsh,  making  a tour  of  his  cir- 
cuit and  staying  longer  in  Cle  Elum  than 
any  other  spot  . . . J.  T.  Sheffield,  writ- 
ing he  is  now  visitmg  his  relatives  in 
North  Carolina.  From  there  he  will  stop 
at  his  Republic  offices  in  Denver,  Salt 
Lake,  Butte  and  Portland  . . . Glen  Havi- 
land,  over  from  Spokane  for  a few  days 
. . . Visitors:  Cecil  Gwinn  and  Mrs.  Gwinn, 
in  from  Centralia;  Carol  Barney,  from  Ar- 
lington; Ernie  Shields,  from  Kent;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cochrane,  from  Snoqualmie  . . . 
Wayne  Christy,  busy  putting  up  curtains 
on  his  new  office  and  watching  the  man 
paint  the  window  sign  at  the  same  time 
. . . Sammy  Seigel,  off  for  Portland  in  the 
interest  of  another  United  Artists  picture 
. . . Bill  Forman  and  John  Danz,  confab- 
ing  in  front  of  the  Palomar  . . . Murray 
Peck,  entertaining  a visitor  from  Yakima 
while  trying  to  shave. 
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"Dr.  I.  Q."  Test  Case 
Still  May  Be  Tried 

Chicago — It  is  likely  the  test  case  in 
regard  to  the  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  radio  program 
being  used  in  Chicago  theatres  still  may 
be  tried  in  local  municipal  court. 

The  city  has  filed  its  answer  to  the  tem- 
porary injunction  recently  obtained  by 
the  Grant  Advertising  Agency,  which  han- 
dles the  program  for  the  Mars  Candy  Co., 
sponsors  of  the  show.  The  injunction  was 
obtained  to  permit  the  show  to  finish  out 
its  contract  to  August  21  at  the  Chicago 
Theatre. 

Whether  the  case  gets  to  hearing  stage 
in  court  before  the  finish  date  locally,  it 
still  probably  will  be  heard.  Artists’  Bu- 
reau, Inc.,  local  agency  headed  by  Earl 
Kurtz,  which  handles  radio  talent  for  thea- 
tre personal  appearances,  is  now  handling 
the  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  show  for  personal  appear- 
ances on  nights  other  than  when  the  NBC 
broadcast  is  held.  For  that  reason,  the 
agency  may  go  ahead  to  try  to  get  a 
favorable  court  decision  that  the  program 
is  not  a lottery  so  it  can  be  sold  to  local 
theatres. 


"Dr.  I.  Q."  Chicago  Theatre 
Hearing  Before  a Master 
Chicago — Judge  Philip  Finnegan  of 
municipal  court  has  set  the  “Dr.  I.  Q.” 
city  case  against  the  Chicago  Theatre 
down  for  a master  in  chancery  hearing. 
Judge  Finnegan  will  determine  whether 
the  plan  is  a lottery  or  not  under  the  city’s 
ordinance  after  the  master  makes  his  re- 
port. 


May  Bring  Jitter-Bugs  Into  Court 
To  Prove  Contest  Not  "Lottery" 

Chicago — A jitter-bug  contest,  together 
with  orchestra  and  all,  soon  may  find  its 
way  into  one  of  the  Chicago  municipal 
courts. 

Recently,  Sam  Herman,  vaudeville 
agent,  who  has  been  handling  the  jitter- 
bug shows  at  the  B&K  State-Lake  Theatre, 
was  told  that  the  city  considered  his  con- 
tests there  a “lottery,”  with  a summons 
going  to  the  theatre’s  manager.  Finally, 
B&K’s  Morris  Leonard  and  Herman,  ex- 
plained to  Corporation  Counsel  Barnet 
Hodes  of  the  city  that  all  of  the  contest- 
ants were  hired  by  Herman  and  that  this 
was  clearly  not  a lottery.  It  was  agreed  to 
permit  the  jitter-bugs  to  continue.  But  a 
week  later  another  summons  was  given  the 
theatre. 

B&K  decided  to  give  up  the  attraction 
in  order  not  to  run  anything  that  the  city 
might  consider  a violation. 

Meanwhile,  the  case  has  been  set  for 
Tuesday,  August  15,  and  Herman  has  been 
considering  bringing  his  entire  show  into 
court  to  prove  his  point  that  the  jitter- 
bugs are  not  a violation  of  the  city  lot- 
tery code. 


Stage  Unit  for  Palace  Reopening 
Chicago — “Career,”  the  RKO  film,  and  a 
Polies  Bergere  unit,  were  the  opening  at-- 
tractions  of  the  RKO  Palace  Theatre  at 
its  reopening  for  the  fall  on  Friday. 


Product  Parleys  in  Chicago 
For  New  Season  Start  Soon 


A New  Twist  to 
Premiums 

Chicago — Here's  a new  way  to  give 
out  premiums  and  sell  tickets  at  the 
same  time; 

The  G.  C.  S.  circuit  has  house-to- 
house  salesmen  and  women  offering 
housewives  a seven-piece  cutlery  set 
for  $3,00,  with  which  goes  full-value 
odmission  tickets  of  the  same  amount 
to  the  G.  C.  S.  Drake  Theatre.  The 
$3.00  worth  of  tickets  are  good  any 
time. 

931  Theatres  Served 
In  Chicago  Area 

Chicago — There  are  931  theatres  in  the 
Chicago  exchange  territory,  according  to 
the  Chicago  film  directory,  which  has  been 
compiled  by  Emma  Abplanalp,  former  sec- 
retary of  the  Chicago  Film  Board  of  Trade. 
Of  this  number,  806  are  in  Illinois,  123 
in  northern  Indiana,  and  two  in  Michigan. 

The  total  seating  capacity  of  the  931 
houses  is  683,611,  of  which  634,514  repre- 
sent those  of  theatres  that  are  open. 

There  are  131  affiliated  theatres  operat- 
ing in  Illinois  and  eight  in  Indiana.  Of 
the  unaffiliated  circuits  in  Illinois,  there 
are  293  theatres,  and  35  unaffiliated  cir- 
cuit houses  in  Indiana.  These  467  houses 
represent  a seating  capacity  of  481,421. 
The  464  independent  houses  represent  a 
seating  capacity  of  202,190.  There  are 
382  independent  houses  in  Illinois,  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  170,771;  eight  in  In- 
diana, with  a seating  capacity  of  30,884; 
with  the  two  in  Michigan,  totaling  535 
seats. 

Of  the  929  theatres  in  the  territory,  118 
were  closed  at  the  time  that  Miss  Ab- 
planalp made  her  survey.  The  four  silent 
houses  are  closed. 


Delay  Myers  Deposition 
In  Frank  Ford  Suit 

Chicago — Postponed  until  Friday  is  the 
taking  of  the  deposition  of  Sam  Myers  in 
the  Frank  Ford  anti-trust  and  monopoly 
suit.  It  was  not  certain,  however,  that 
Louis  Jacobson,  Ford’s  attorney,  would 
take  Myers’  deposition.  Recently,  Federal 
Judge  Michael  Igoe  had  refused  Jacobson 
permission  to  take  depositions  of  the  eight 
branch  managers  and  B&K’s  comptroller, 
Elmer  Upton,  until  the  return  of  Judge 
James  Wilkerson  to  the  case. 

Granting  of  the  right  to  take  the  Myers’ 
deposition  was  made  because  Myers  had 
made  an  answer  to  Ford’s  suit.  Jacobson’s 
office  said  he  might  await  Judge  Wiiker- 
son’s  return  and  take  all  depositions  at 
once. 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — The  “bid-and-ask”  period  for 
1939-40  product  is  expected  to  get  under 
way  this  month,  with  practically  all  film 
companies  sending  out  city  salesmen  to 
begin  talking  deals  with  Chicago-  ex- 
hibitors. 

While  first  product  for  next  season  will 
not  be  ready  for  “C”-week  and  general  re- 
lease houses  until  about  the  first  week  in 
October,  dickering,  in  some  instances,  al- 
ready is  under  way.  And,  as  it  now  stands, 
three  of  the  companies — M-G-M,  RKO 
and  Warner — are  expected  to  stand  pat 
and  seek  percentage  deals  from  Chicago 
subsequent-run  exhibitors. 

If  this  happens,  it  will  be  the  first  sea- 
son that  companies  other  than  M-G-M 
have  asked — a n d obtained — percentage 
deals.  As  usual,  there  are  expected  to  be 
four  M-G-M  percenters,  while  RKO  and 
Warner  each  are  expected  to  ask  40  p6r 
cent  for  two  and  35  per  cent  for  six.  While 
20th  Century-Fox’s  national  policy  calls 
for  percentage  deals  on  several,  it  Was 
not  yet  been  determined  whether  that  will 
be  done  here. 

United  Artists  will  not  have  any  per- 
centagers  except  Chaplin’s  “The  Great 
Dictator,”  which  may  or  may  not  be  bought 
on  the  1939-40  deals.  All  other  companies, 
too,  are  expected  to  make  flat  deals 
again.  These  refer,  of  course,  only  to  the 
subsequent  runs  such  as  “C”  and  generali- 
release  week  houses. 

Work  has  been  progressing  on  B&K 
deals,  with  20th  Century-Fox  understood 
to  have  completed  its  deal  for  next  sea- 
son, according  to  B&K  executives.  This 
is  one  reason  why  “Stanley  and  Living- 
stone,” one  of  next  season’s  pictures  from 
20th  Century-Fox,  is  having”  its  world 
premiere  this  week  at  the  Chicago 
Theatre. 

M-G-M  has  another  year  to  go  on  its 
franchise  deal,  with  Paramount  naturally 
a standing  deal.  Warner’s  Ben  Kalmen- 
son  and  Henry  Herbel  have  been  talking 
contract  with  B&K  and  it  is  practically  set. 

Again  this  season,  most  distributors  are 
expected  to  refuse  deductions  for  second 
features  on  percentage  pictures  at  the 
bigger  houses,  such  as  those  in  “A”  and 
“B”  week,  with  the  same  condition  only 
spasmodically  in  the  “C”  and  general-re- 
lease houses. 

Most  of  the  exchanges  are  doing  well  on 
their  out-state  accounts  for  1939-40,  with 
several  already  well  ahead  of  last  season; 
Practically  all  circuit  deals  are  under  their 
belt,  with  deals  going  ahead  rapidly  for  the 
independents.  ; 


Gets  Adult  Seal 

Chicago — It  is  learned  the  short  subject, 
“How  to  Undress  Before  Your  Husband,” 
which  starred  Elaine  Barrie  Barrymore, 
has  been  granted  an  adults-only  permit 
by  the  Chicago  censor  board.  The  short 
has  not  been  set  in  anywhere. 
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119  Contestants  in 
Variety  Golf  Meet 


Luncheon  Ends  the  Drive — 

JcJin  Balabun  distributed  $2,700.00  among  17  managers  at  a luncheon  at 
the  Bismarck  Hotel,  which  climaxed  the  recent  I'i-week  business  drive. 
Seated,  left  to  right,  are  Jack  Sampson,  Harry  Lustgarten,  Nate  Platt,  John 
Balaban.  Walter  Immerman.  David  B.  Wallerstein,  drive  committee  chair- 
man; Jack  Abraham,  Bill  Hollander  and  Abe  Kaufman.  The  standing  lineup 
includes  Leonard  Schiff,  Harry  Hadfield,  Sam  Levin,  George  Brandt,  Charles 
Cottle,  Roy  Bruder,  Sam  Soible,  Ed  O’Donnell,  Ted  Boissemeau,  George  Ro- 
mine.  Bill  Briscoe  and  Abe  Platt,  district  manager.  Other  prize  winners, 
away  on  vacation,  were  A.  P.  Conroy,  Harry  Odendhal,  Bill  Methe  and  Ralph 
Wettstein. 


Winners'  Reward — 

Three  collect  for  five,  the  winners  in 
the  John  Balaban  Drive.  Left  to  right 
are  Balaban,  Roy  Bruder,  Bill  Briscoe, 
George  Romine,  and  Walter  Immer- 
man, general  manager  of  B&K.  Two 
other  winners  are  Ambrose  P.  Conroy 
and  Harry  Odendhal,  at  present 
vacationing. 

Morgan  Heads  Stars 
To  an  AFL  Parley 

Chicago — Ralph  Morgan  headed  a troupe 
of  Hollywood  stars  eastward  on  Wednesday 
on  their  way  to  the  executive  council  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  Atlantic  City,  which  was  to  hear  the 
current  dispute  between  the  lATSE  and 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild. 

They  stopped  off  here  from  the  TWA 
Sky-Chief  and  were  met  by  the  cast  of 
the  John  Barrymore  play,  “My  Dear  Chil- 
dren,” and  numerous  local  radio  actors. 
After  the  conference,  they  continued  their 
trip. 

Accompanying  Morgan  were  Olivia  De 
Havilland,  Mischa  Auer,  Edward  Arnold, 
Henry  Hull,  Wayne  Morris,  Lucile  Glea- 
son, and  Jean  Muir. 


Bingo  by  Church  Is 
Upheld  by  Clergy 

Milwaukee — ^There  were  two  develop- 
ments in  the  local  Bingo  situation  during 
the  past  week.  Circuit  Judge  John  C. 
Kleczka  adjourned  until  August  14  the 
action  of  Charles  W.  Trampe,  head  of  Film 
Service,  Inc,,  to  restrain  the  Bahn  Frei 
hall  from  holding  Bingo  games,  and  Arch- 
bishop Samuel  A.  Stritch  in  a statement 
upheld  the  games  when  conducted  under 
church  sponsorship  as  “clean  recreation,” 

Judge  Kleczka  recommended  to  Benja- 
min J.  Miller,  attorney  for  Trampe,  that 
he  bring  the  alleged  gambling  law  viola- 
tion to  the  attention  of  the  district  attor- 
ney and  criminal  courts  before  appealing 
to  the  circuit  court. 

Miller  explained  he  had  not  presented 
his  evidence  to  these  agencies  because  in  a 
similar  action  he  obtained  an  injunction 
from  Circuit  Judge  Gustave  Gehrz  halting 
Bingo  and  other  games  of  chance  at  Mil- 
waukee’s midsummer  festival. 

He  also  declared  that  his  action  was 
similar  to  that  by  which  Circuit  Judge 
Robert  S.  Cowie  of  La  Crosse  had  pro- 
cured a supreme  court  ruling  that  Bank 
Night  is  gambling,  whereupon  the  attor- 
ney for  the  defendants  said  that  the  Cowie 
case  went  into  circuit  court  because  there 
had  been  refusal  to  prosecute. 

Judge  Kleczka  said  he  considered  the 
midsummer  festival  case  different,  in  that 
the  police  and  the  sheriff  were  named 
defendants.  “Therefore,”  he  said,  “it  could 
be  assumed  that  they  had  been  asked  to 
act  and  had  failed.” 

Although  four  local  churches  had  sus- 
pended Bingo  temporarily  prior  to  Arch- 
bishop Stritch’s  statement,  in  the  light  of 
the  prelate’s  opinion,  it  is  believed  they 
will  again  resume  the  game  and  indica- 
tions were  that  pressure  might  be  brought 
at  Madison  to  exempt  church  sponsored 
games  from  the  gambling  statutes. 


Indianapolis — The  annual  Variety  Club 
golf  tournament  held  at  the  Broadmoor 
Country  Club  drew  186  theatre  men  and 
their  friends  from  all  over  the  middle 
west.  Arrangements  for  the  outing  were 
in  charge  of  George  Landis,  20th-Fox 
manager:  Joe  Neger  of  20th-Fox;  Kurt 
Butler  of  Columbia;  Milton  Krueger  of 
United  Artists;  Claude  McKean  of  War- 
ner Bros.,  and  Fred  Wagoner  of  M-G-M. 

Variety  members  from  Cincinnati,  St. 
Louis  and  Detroit  were  represented  at  the 
annual  meet. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  entered  the 
golf  tournament  and  the  balance  sat 
around  the  spacious  shady  grounds  of  the 
club  and  sipped  “Bubble  Water.” 

Shorty  Phillips,  National  Screen  sales- 
man, winner  of  the  tournament  with  a 
low  gross  of  79,  was  almost  “gagged”  out 
of  the  trophy  by  Gordon  Craddock, 
branch  manager  at  Universal. 

As  a gag,  Craddock  turned  in  a score 
of  71  and  was  awarded  the  trophy  at  the 
banquet.  However,  one  of  the  local  Va- 
riety members  protested  the  award  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  worked  in  the  Port- 
land, Ore.,  territory  and  knew  that  Crad- 
dock was  known  there  as  a professional 
golfer.  Craddock  returned  the  trophy  to 
Landis  and  it  was  then  presented  to 
Phillips. 

The  winner  of  the  $200  golf  outfit  was 
Jeff  Davis  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  His  number 
was  drawn  fi’om  the  box  by  Fred  Dolle, 
president  of  Fourth  Avenue  Amusement 
Co.  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

Immediately  following  the  banquet,  the 
prizes,  which  were  numbered,  were  award- 
ed, the  participants  drawing  numbers  from 
a barrel  and  claiming  the  prize  with  the 
corresponding  number.  This  resulted  in 
many  bachelors  ending  up  with  electric 
irons,  toasters  and  coffee  makers,  which 
was  followed  by  much  “horse-trading.” 

The  veteran  showman  of  Muncie,  Ind., 
George  Challis,  gave  his  usual  exhibition 
of  trick  and  fancy  golf  shots  on  the  Broad- 
moor green  before  a large  and  appreciative 
audience. 

His  prowess  was  shown  in  a 45-foot  putt. 


"Miss  Indiana"  Search 
Is  Drawing  to  Close 

Indianapolis — The  search  for  “Miss  In- 
diana” is  closing.  The  finals  have  been 
held  in  the  various  towns  around  the  state 
and  the  lucky  contestants  now  are  in 
Michigan  City  to  compete  for  the  title  of 
“Miss  Indiana.” 

The  latest  selection  was  that  of  Maxine 
Wycoff,  who  will  represent  the  city  of 
Bedford.  Miss  Wycoff  was  selected  in  an 
elimination  contest  at  the  Indiana  Thea- 
tre, managed  by  H.  E.  McCarrell  and 
operated  by  Theatrical  Managers,  headed 
by  V.  U.  Young  and  Marc  Wolf. 

Earl  Cunningham  wound  up  with  the 
selection  of  “Miss  Indianapolis”  this  week 
on  the  stage  of  the  Fountain  Square 
Theatre. 
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111.  Velo  Procedure 
Faces  a Challenge 

Chicago — Though  the  attorney  general 
of  Illinois  has  ruled  that  the  10-day  per- 
iod in  which  the  governor  of  the  state 
may  either  reject  or  okay  bills  passed  by 
the  state  legislature  runs  from  the  time 
the  governor  receives  the  bills,  Roland  Li- 
bonati,  local  attorney,  has  filed  suit  chal- 
lenging the  constitutionality  of  the  vetoes 
Gov.  Henry  Horner  affixed  to  several  bills 
of  the  last  legislature  at  Springfield. 

Included  in  those  bills  is  the  Sandquist 
bill  to  limit  moving  picture  programs  to 
135  minutes. 

Libonati  contends  that  the  10-day  period 
begins  immediately  after  both  houses  have 
passed  any  particular  bill.  While  the  ac- 
tual law  to  the  letter  could  be  interpreted 
thusly,  a consensus  of  opinion  from  local 
attorneys  shows  that  in  the  past  the  10- 
day  period  has  always  been  counted  from 
the  time  the  governor  actually  received 
the  bill. 

Lawyers  point  out  that  it  would  be 
physically  impossible  for  any  chief  execu- 
tive to  do  justice  in  perusing  the  bills  be- 
fore he  signs  them  if  the  interpretation  of 
Libonati  was  used.  Always  at  the  last  day 
or  two  sessions,  the  legislature  jams 
through  scores  of  bills  which  could  not  be 
acted  upon  ten  days  immediately  after  the 
close  of  the  session. 


Wisconsin  Press  Hails  Veto 
Of  Illinois  Dual  Ban 

Milwaukee — Vetoing  of  the  proposed 
Illinois  law  by  Governor  Horner  to  pro- 
hibit double  features  was  hailed  by  several 
Wisconsin  newspapers  in  editorials  as  a 
wise  move. 

Sample  comment  was  the  editorial  in  the 
Superior  Telegram  captioned  “A  Sound 
Veto,”  which  read  as  follows: 

“The  proposed  Illinois  law  to  prohibit 
double  features  at  the  movies  has  been 
vetoed  by  Governor  Horner. 

“This  will  save  the  courts  a good  deal  of 
trouble,  for  any  such  law  would  certainly 
have  a long  career  there.  Certainly  the 
length  of  show  presented  by  movie  thea- 
tres to  their  customers  would  seem  to  be  a 
matter  between  the  movie  producers  and 
distributors  and  the  exhibitors,  with  due 
regard  for  what  the  customers  seem  to 
want.  To  see  such  a bill  passed  by  a state 
legislature  on  the  ground  that  public 
health  considerations  demand  that  shows 
be  no  longer  than  two  hours  and  15  min- 
utes, anything  longer  being  harmful  to 
the  eyes,  is  to  make  mockery  of  all  rea- 
son. For  such  a law,  to  afford  any  real 
protection  to  public  health  would  have  to 
provide  that  all  children  be  ejected  after 
seeing  the  picture  through  once,  and  of 
course  no  child  would  stand  for  that. 

“The  whole  thing  is  a rather  ridiculous 
effort  to  settle  by  law  a problem  that  is 
essentially  a business  problem  with  no 
vital  public  interest  at  stake.  In  such 
cases.  Governor  Horner  is  right;  the  law 
does  best  to  stay  in  its  own  back  yard.” 

This  type  of  editorial  comment  is  in- 
teresting in  view  of  a proposed  move  on 
foot  by  local  exhibitors  to  ask  the  city 
council  for  an  ordinance  limiting  the 
length  of  shows  in  Milwaukee  county. 


Roller  Derby  Drive 
In  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — Passage  of  a proposed  city 
ordinance  which  would  place  a $500  daily 
city  license  fee  on  roller  derby  and  simi- 
lar contests  is  advocated  in  a resolution 
adopted  by  Theatrical  Stage  Employes’ 
Union,  Local  No.  30. 

The  ordinance,  now  pending  before  the 
city  council,  is  designed  to  “fee”  the  roller 
derby  out  of  business  because  residents  in 
the  vicinity  of  Butler  Field  House,  where 
a roller  derby  last  was  held,  oppose  it  as 
a nuisance. 

D.  R.  Barneclo,  business  agent  of  the 
union,  declared  labor  opposes  the  derby 
because  the  management  refuses  to  use 
organized  labor. 


Starts  Brazil  House 

Brazil,  Ind. — Samuel  Grimes  has  begun 
work  on  his  450-seat  Cine  Theatre  here. 
The  house  is  expected  to  be  open  by  Sep- 
tember 15.  All  equipment  is  being  fur- 
nished by  Stanley  Theatre  Supply  of 
Chicago. 


Ill,  State  Fair  Presents 
Television  Broadcasts 

Springfield,  III. — Television  tests  and 
actual  broadcasts  are  being  conducted  at 
the  Illinois  State  Fair  here.  Programs  will 
be  offered  daily  from  10  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m., 
with  receivers  used  in  nearby  rooms. 

Tests  are  being  made  by  WLS,  Chicago 
radio  station.  The  WLS  Barn  Dance 
players,  are  making  a personal  appearance 
at  the  Fair. 


Call  Upon  RKO— 

visitors  to  New  York  and  the  RKO  World’s  Fair  lounge  are,  at  the  top, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  W.  Wheeler,  district  manager  for  Warner  Theatres 
in  Chicago.  Directly  below  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Ryan  and  their  sons. 
Ryan  is  assistant  zone  manager  for  Warner  Theatres,  and  also  from  Chicago. 
In  the  lower  panel  sits  C.  O.  Wormser  on  the  left,  and  H.  R.  Johnson  on  the 
right,  both  of  the  Merrywidow  Theatres  in  St.  Louis. 
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Paramount  Guests — 


At  the  company’s  World  Fair  headquarters  in  New  York  are,  on  the  left  Aaron  Feiuberg  of  the  maintenance  departmeyit 
of  the  B&K  Theatres;  in  the  center,  Herbert  Ettelson  of  the  Lake  Shore  Theatre,  and  his  son  Julian,  and  on  the  right 
Joseph  Krafcisin  of  the  Cornell  Theatre,  Chicagoans  all. 


^ T . IIL  O lU  III  § 


ARCUS  STEINBERG,  son  of  Nat  Stein- 
berg, co-manager  of  the  local  Repub- 
lic exchange,  was  winner  of  the  boys’  (9 
to  13  years)  diving  competition  at  Shaw 
Park.  Clayton,  Mo. 

Harold  W.  “Chick”  Evens,  manager  of 
Loew’s,  has  a fool-proof  plan  for  vaca- 
tionists who  forget  to  send  back  those 
“Wish  You  Were  Here”  cards  to  friends. 
He  recommends  that  one  write  and  address 
the  cards  (while  names  and  addresses 
are  fresh  in  mind)  before  leaving  home 
and  then  mail  them  from  distant  loafing 
spots. 

Richard  Berger,  production  manager; 
Paul  Beisman,  manager,  and  Mona  B. 
Crutcher,  secretary  of  the  St.  Louis  Mu- 
nicipal Theatre  Ass’n,  which  sponsors  12 
weeks  of  al  fresco  entertainment  in  the 
Municipal  Theatre,  Forest  Park,  each  sum- 
mer, have  been  signed  to  new  long-term 
contracts. 

Stage  fright,  or  perhaps  a femme  red 
hat,  caused  a pure-bred  Holstein  bull  to  go 
loco  at  the  St.  Louis  County  Fair  in  Belle- 
ville, III.  As  the  bull  made  a dash  for  free- 
dom, spectators  scattered.  Three  persons 
were  injured  slightly  before  the  animal 
could  be  roped  and  led  back  to  the  enclosed 
judging  space. 

“Tobacco  Road”  will  open  the  American 
Theatre’s  1939-40  season  October  1 with  a 
two-week  stand.  It  has  played  this  port 
five  times  previously  for  a total  of  seven 
wpeks. 

James  E.  Darst,  manager  of  the  Munici- 


Dave  Jones  Back  From  Vacation 
Springfield,  III. — ^Dave  Jones,  advertis- 
ing manager  of  the  Kerasotes  chain,  and 
his  wife  have  returned  from  a two-week 
vacation  in  northern  Minnesota  where  he 
reported  the  fishing,  swimming  and  boat- 
ing fine. 


pal  Auditorium,  is  recovering  from  a recent 
illness  at  a Michigan  resort. 

The  fall  meet  of  the  Fairmount  Jockey 
Club,  Collinsville,  111.,  which  gets  a heavy 
play  from  St.  Louisians,  will  open  Septem- 
ber 2. 

The  St.  Louis  Federal  Orchestra  is  still 
furnishing  competiti07i  for  the  local  mo- 
tion picture  shows.  Under  the  baton  of 
Frank  Panus  it  gave  five  concerts  in  var- 


Chicago  Visitor — 


Randolph  Scott  as  he  boarded  the 
Sky  Chief  bound  for  Hollywood  after 
a week  in  Chicago  visiting  friends  and 
attending  the  two  Arlington  race- 
track classics.  His  last  picture  was 
“Frontier  Marshal."  While  here  his 
name  was  linked  romantically  with 
Eleanor  Thompson,  local  socialite. 


ious  public  parks  the  past  week  alone. 

Harold  W.  “Chick”  Evens,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Theatre,  is  back  from  an  enjoyable 
vacation  spent  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y. 

Paul  Beisman,  manager  of  the  Munici- 
pal Opera  Theatre,  former  Mayor  Henry 
W.  Kiel,  president  of  the  opera  associa- 
tion; Dicker  Berger  and  Martin  Collins, 
other  bigwigs  of  the  Muny  Opera  organi- 
zation, went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  view  the 
opening  of  an  open  air  theatre  in  that 
city. 

Ivy  Waterstreet  of  the  local  M-G-M  of- 
fice has  been  transferred  to  Kansas  City. 
His  post  here  is  filled  by  Claud  Morris, 
formerly  at  Kansas  City. 

Fanchon  & Marco’s  Fox  Theatre  recent- 
ly grabbed  off  some  nice  spot  announce- 
ments on  radio  station  KWK  in  a tieup 
arranged  by  Gene  Kemper,  KWK  publicity 
chief.  In  return  for  the  radio  announce- 
ment the  Fox  Theatre  gave  space  for  a 
lobby  display  in  which  the  radio  station 
boosted  its  personnel,  local  and  network 
programs  and  stars  and  starettes,  trans- 
mitter and  studios,  etc.  The  display  con- 
tinued in  the  lobby  for  two  weeks.  Both 
sides  were  happy  with  the  deal,  so  it  must 
have  been  sort  of  50-50. 

Harry  Crawford,  manager  of  Fanchon 
& Marco’s  Ambassador  Theatre,  spoke  on 
“I  Knew  Them  When — ” at  a luncheon 
meeting  of  the  Downtown  Lions  Club  at 
Hotel  Statler  August  2. 


Mailers  Vacation  in  West 

Bluffton,  Ind. — Charles  Mailers  of  the 
Grand  and  Roxy  theatres  here  is  vaca- 
tioning on  the  west  coast  with  his  family. 
They  will  visit  the  Fair  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  film  studios  in  Hollywood.  Mack 
McCarty  is  in  charge  of  the  theatres  here 
during  Mailers’  absence. 
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gEN  BARTLESTEIN  of  the  Elma  and 
Annetta  is  vacationing,  now  that  Broth- 
er Ben  is  back  from  his. 

Lester  Sack  of  the  Sack  Amusement  En- 
terprises stopped  off  here  for  a day  of  con- 
ferences with  Saul  Goldman  of  the  Chi- 
cago office,  en  route  to  New  York,  where 
the  company  will  open  offices. 

Louis  Bromfield,  author  of  “The  Rains 
Came,”  just  completed  on  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Pox lot,  stopped  off  here  en  route  to 
his  home  in  Ohio.  Bromfield  is  hoping  to 
be  able  to  be  in  Bombay,  India,  for  the 
opening  there  of  “The  Rains  Came,”  dur- 
ing Christmas-New  Year  week  when  the 
20th  Century-Fox  Indian  convention  is 
held. 

John  Burke,  for  many  years  manager  of 
the  Congress  Hotel  for  Ralph  Hitz,  and 
well-known  to  the  industry  here,  has  been 
named  executive  assistant  to  A.  S.  Kirke- 
hy  of  the  Kirkehy  group  of  hotels.  He  will 
headquarter  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  here. 
The  Kirkehy  group  also  includes  the  Drake 
Hotel  here. 

Mort  Simon  has  opened  his  own  office 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  Exhibitors’ 
Building.  He  has  been  handling  the  local 
distribution  of  the  Movi-News  programs, 
and  reports  business  good. 

Roy  McMullen,  Granada  manager  and 
president  of  the  B&K  Employes’  Club,  is 
starting  his  seventh  year  with  B&K. 

Here  and  gone : Mickey  Rooney  and 
Judy  Garland,  with  their  mothers,  were 
hosts  to  the  press,  as  the  M-G-M  stars 
passed  through  en  route  to  Washington 
and  New  York  stage  dates  . . . H.  M.  War- 
ner, through  here  between  trains,  stopped 
for  a conference  with  Jimmy  Coston  . . . 
Others  arriving  on  the  Santa  Fe  Chief 
this  week  were  Peggy  Wood,  Douglas  Fair- 
banks jr.,  Song-Writer  Max  Gordon,  Ben 
Hecht  and  Charlie  Murray,  silent  days’ 
star. 

The  20th  Century-Fox  Employes’  Club 
will  hold  its  annual  summer  picnic  at 
Round  Lake,  next  Saturday,  August  19  . . . 
Fred  Wagner,  20th  Century-Fox  booker, 
was  in  Hines  Hospital  for  a checkup  this 
week. 

Chicago  is  stUl  leading  in  Jack  Flynn’s 
division  in  the  M-G-M  mid-summer  drive. 
Other  exchanges  in  his  district,  in  order, 
are;  Indianapolis,  Minneapolis,  Milwau- 
kee, and  Detroit. 

Boat  Outing  Aug,  17  by 
Chicago  Warner  Club 

Chicago — The  Warner  Club  of  Chicago 
will  hold  its  boat  outing  aboard  the  S.  S. 
Roosevelt  next  'Thursday,  August  17.  A trip 
will  be  made  to  Benton  Harbor  and  St. 
Joseph,  Mich.  Pilmrow  is  invited  to  at- 
tend. Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  Herb 
Wheeler  at  the  Warner  Theatre  office. 
They  are  $1.15  each. 


Scripts  "Last  Bad  Man" 

Hollywood — “The  Last  Bad  Man,”  slat- 
ed to  star  Dick  Poran,  will  be  scripted  for 
Warner  by  Marian  Jackson. 


Flynn  s "Coyness"  Irks 
Windy  City  Writers 


Chicago — Errol  Flynn,  shown  above 
with  his  sister,  Rosemary,  on  his  arrival 
in  Chicago  for  the  CBS  Knickerbocker 
Playhouse  broadcast  of  “Holiday,”  gave 
studio  publicity  directors  a headache  by 
his  conduct  toward  the  press  and  photog- 
raphers. Charged  against  Flynn’s  record 
during  his  short  stay  here  were: 

Refusal  to  remove  his  dark  glasses  for 
photographers  at  the  airport;  brushing 
aside  of  reporters  and  autograph  seekers; 
refusal  to  pose  for  the  Drake  Hotel  staff 
photographers  for  hotel  bulletin  material; 
breaking  of  appointments  with  film  critics 
and  newspaper  feature  writers  for  CBS- 
arranged  interviews;  ducking  out  on  the 
radio  program  after  doing  his  stint  and 
before  the  broadcast  officially  ended. 

“Maybe  there’s  more  than  one  way  to 
kill  film  stars  off  radio — and  the  screen,” 
muttered  one  scribe  darkly. 


All  Is  in  Readiness  tor 
Chicago  Splash  Party 

Chicago — All  is  in  readiness  for  the 
splash  party  to  be  given  by  the  Women’s 
Filmrow  and  Bookers’  Club  at  the  Medinah 
Club  on  North  Michigan  Wednesday  night, 
August  16. 

Plans  call  for  a series  of  aquatic  demon- 
strations by  members  of  the  Medinah  team. 
Tickets  are  still  available  for  both  specta- 
tors and  swimmers,  each  being  $1.00.  A 
buffet  lunch  will  be  served  at  9:30  p.  m. 


Goli  Tourney  Aug,  17  by 
Chicago  Booker-Agents 

Chicago — 'The  annual  golf  tournament 
and  outing  of  the  Theatrical  Bookers  and 
Agents  of  Chicago  will  be  held  next  Thurs- 
day, August  17,  at  the  Bon-Air  Country 
Club.  Jack  Kalcheim  of  the  William  Mor- 
ris Agency  is  in  charge. 

Tickets  at  $4.00  per  person  include  lunch 
and  dinner  at  Bon-Air,  plus  golfing,  bath- 
ing, locker  fees,  etc. 


R A C I M IE 

]yjR.  AND  MRS.  LEN  S.  BROWN  of  the 
Mainstreet  Theatre,  have  returned 
home  after  a visit  of  several  weeks  on  the 
west  coast.  They  spent  some  time  at 
Catalina  Island  and  visited  several  of  the 
major  studios  around  Hollywood,  visiting 
sets  on  which  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  was 
being  completed,  “The  Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame”  was  being  remade,  and  the 
Marx  Brothers  were  filming  “A  Day  at 
the  Circus.”  Brown’s  nephew,  Stanley 
Brown,  is  receiving  an  increasing  number 
of  assignments  in  pictures.  He  recently 
had  an  important  role  in  the  Blondell- 
Douglas  film,  “Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris.” 

Henry  Quartemont,  known  as  Happy 
Hank  through  his  radio  and  stage  work 
with  the  Badger  State  Barn  Dance  unit, 
has  been  transferred  from  the  manager- 
ship of  the  Fox-Midwesco  Uptown  Thea- 
tre here  to  a Milwaukee  house  in  the  same 
organization.  His  successor  is  Gordon 
Dimmit,  formerly  of  Green  Bay. 

To  provide  additional  service  to  its 
readers  and  to  cooperate  with  local  thea- 
tres, the  Journal-Times  has  just  started  a 
new  column  in  which  the  time  schedules 
for  feature  showings  at  the  first  run 
houses  are  published. 

Elmer  Zeman,  associated  with  the  Fox 
organization  in  Racine  some  years  ago 
and  now  in  the  theatre  business  in  New 
York  City,  was  a visitor  with  local  friends. 

Bright  yellow  cards,  12  by  18  inches, 
were  the  invitations  sent  by  Manager 
Harvey  Kny  of  the  Warner  Venetian 
Theatre  to  all  the  Hardy  families  in  Ra- 
cine, inviting  them  to  be  guests  of  the 
theatre  and  “Judge  Hardy”  during  the 
showing  of  “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever.”  These  invitations  carried  the  war- 
ning “void  if  folded.” 

Manager  Steve  Doreee  of  the  Crown 
Theatre,  with  his  family,  is  spending  all  of 
his  leisure  time  at  his  summer  home  at 
nearby  Eagle  lake. 
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Lost?  No,  Gained 
Says  Richey 

New  York — “Those  Detroit  reports 
which  had  me  dropping  away  to  a 
shadow  since  taking  over  my  current 
post  with  RKO  are  screwy,"  remarks 
H.  M.  Richey. 

“As  a matter  of  fact.  I've  gained  eight 
pounds,"  he  continues. 


Outdoor  Weather  Takes  Its 
Toll  of  Theatre  Grosses 

Chicago — It  was  another  case  of  ‘‘ideal 
weather  for  picnics  and  bathing”  last 
weekend,  with  the  result  that  Saturday 
and  Sunday  business  continued  to  be  off 
in  the  Windy  City.  Thus  far,  there  has 
been  only  one  weekend  with  rain  since 
Decoration  Day,  and  that  was  oniy  a 
drizzle. 

However,  ‘‘Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  refuses 
to  say  goodbye  to  the  B&K  ApoUo  Thea- 
tre and  this  week  was  in  its  seventh  stanza 
at  the  house,  apparently  headed  for  a 
record  in  the  loop.  Most  other  houses  in 
the  loop  were  only  ordinary  or  below  par. 

"Four  Feathers"  Trailer 
Gets  Special  Treatment 

Milwaukee — A magna-screen  effect  was 
used  by  Harry  McDonald,  manager  of  the 
Warner  Theatre,  in  presenting  the  trailer 
for  UA’s  “Four  Feathers.” 

McDonald  cut  the  trailer  into  the  news- 
reel and  had  the  stagehands  enlarge  the 
screen  as  the  operator  widened  the  pic- 
ture to  take  in  the  magna-screen  effect. 
The  result  was  considerable  comment  from 
patrons  and  “return”  business  during  the 
run  of  the  picture. 


Elmans  Down  Crillon  to 
Take  Lead  in  Soltball 

Chicago — The  Henri  Elmans  are  now 
leading  the  Filmrow  Softball  League  as 
they  defeated  the  Crillon  Hotel,  18  to  8, 
in  the  only  game  played  this  week.  Cur- 
rent standings: 


Henri  Klinan^  8 2 

Hotel  Crillon  7 3 

I*hotoplay-FUin  Carriers  ....  4 5 

20th-Fo.v  3 6 

Filinaek  I 7 


Renamed  the  Rio 

Rockport,  Ind. — Howard  L.  Hargis,  op- 
erator of  the  Alhambra  here,  has  renamed 
the  house  the  Rio.  New  Neon  lighting  and 
a new  marquee  have  been  installed. 


Indiana,  Salem,  Opens 

Salem,  Ind. — The  500-seat  Indiana  The- 
atre, recently  remodeled,  has  reopened. 
The  work  included  installation  of  new 
seats,  flooring,  carpeting,  and  lighting 
effects. 


Pre-release  for  "Each  Dawn" 

Chicago — Warners’  “Each  Dawn  I Die” 
went  into  the  Chicago  Theatre  Friday  on  a 
pre-release  engagement. 


LAWRENCE  J.  McGINLEY,  Seattle 
branch  manager,  was  in  town  to  pro- 
mote a nation-wide  bookings  contest  as  a 
testimonial  for  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  onetime 
local  newsboy  and  president  of  Universal 
Pictures  . . . Nick  Coston  will  stage  a con- 
test at  the  Regal  here  to  determine  the 
city’s  most  beautiful  colored  girl.  The 
Regal  is  located  in  the  city’s  Negro  dis- 
trict. 

Lanny  Ross  packed  ’em  in  to  the  tune  of 
40,000  at  his  concert  at  Washington  Park. 

Herman  A.  Zeitz,  76,  onetime  director  of 
orchestras  in  leading  downtown  theatres 
here,  died  last  week.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  sister. 

A.  C.  Berkholtz,  West  Bend  exhibitor,  is 
back  on  the  job  after  being  confined  to  his 
home  by  illness  for  ten  days. 

C.  H.  and  F.  L.  McDonald  are  planning 
improvements  to  their  Grand  in  Mondovi. 

Eskin  Theatres,  Inc.,  announced  plans 
for  alterations  to  their  Salem  Theatre  in 
West  Salem. 

Latest  houses  to  inaugurate  Book  Night 
with  encyclopedias  as  giveaways  are  the 
Gateway  in  Kenosha,  the  Rialto  in  Kau- 
kauna,  and  the  Rivoli,  Cedarsburg.  Orig- 
inators were  the  Tower  and  Oriental  here. 

Charles  Farrell  and  his  wife,  Virginia 
Vain,  a former  screen  star,  are  in  Oco- 
nonowoc  for  the  former’s  appearance  with 
the  Coach  House  Players,  summer  theatre 
troupe. 

C.  B.  Dalrymple,  an  official  of  the  Lloyd 
Manufacturing  Co.,  makers  of  theatre 
seats,  addressed  the  Kliwanis  Club  in  the 
Hotel  Marinette  on  the  firm’s  activities. 

The  Gateway  Theatre  in  Kenosha  is  now 
operating  from  1 to  11  p.  m.  daily  with 
continuous  shows,  according  to  Tom  Reilly, 
manager. 

Fair  Oaks  Tlieatre  Co.,  which  is  con- 
templating erection  of  a house  in  Madison, 
has  been  granted  permission  by  the  city 
council  to  build  within  four  feet  of  the 
12-foot  alley  running  through  the  block.  A 
city  ordinance  provides  that  commercial 
buildings  be  kept  15  feet  from  the  center 
of  an  alley. 

The  Bay  in  Green  Bay  staged  an  “Old- 
Settler’s  Night”  with  those  who  have  re- 
sided in  the  city  for  50  years  or  more  ad- 
mitted as  guests  of  the  theatre. 

E.  J.  Weisfeldt’s  Riverside  here  staged 
a puzzle  contest  in  cooperation  with  the 
Milwaukee  Se?itinel  as  a plug  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  Paul  Whiteman  at  the  house 
the  week  of  August  4. 

Harry  McDonald,  manager  of  the  War- 
ner Theatre,  makes  an  excellent  “chef” 
making  his  own  sandwiches  out  at 
“Sahib’s”  after  screenings.  Incidentally, 
when  UA’s  exploiteer.  Art  Catlin,  is  in 
town,  he  becomes  “soda  jerk,”  and  makes 
swell  sodas. 


He  Paid  Two  Bits 
For  a "Ticket" 

Superior — An  inebriate  standing  in 
front  of  the  Savoy  Theatre  here  pro- 
tested when  told  to  move  by  a police- 
man. He  said  he  had  bought  a ticket 
for  the  show  from  a man  for  two  bits 
and  was  waiting  for  it  to  open.  The 
theatre  has  been  dark  seven  years. 


Utility  Company  Named 
In  $100,000  Damage  Suit 

St.  Louis — A $100,000  damage  suit  has 
been  filed  against  Union  Electric  Co.  of 
Missouri  in  St.  Louis  county  circuit  court 
at  Clayton,  Mo.,  by  the  Mor-Lite  Service 
Co.  The  petition  charges  the  utility  com- 
pany attempted  to  harass  and  destroy  its 
business. 

The  Mor-Lite  concern  states  that  since 
its  organization  in  August,  1938,  it  has  had 
exclusive  metropolitan  rights  for  letting 
at  $1  a month  a lighting  unit  reflector- 
holder  and  socket  which,  it  claims,  cuts  the 
monthly  electrical  load  one-third. 

Projector  Display  Proves 
Attraction  lor  Patrons 

Chicago — Institutional  exploitation  of  a 
different  type  was  employed  by  Ted  Grant, 
manager  of  the  Essaness  Lamar  Theatre 
in  suburban  Oak  Park.  Grant  installed  a 
projector  in  the  lobby  of  the  house,  ex- 
plaining with  signs  that  it  is  similar  to  the 
one  used  in  the  theatre’s  booth. 

So  much  interest  was  shown  in  the  ma- 
chine that  Grant  found  it  necessary  to 
have  an  usher  handy  at  peak  hours  to  ex- 
plain in  more  detail  the  operation  of  the 
projector. 

The  Demand  lor  Records 
In  Chicago  Increases 

Chicago — A.  O.  Casey,  manager  of  the 
radio  and  television  department  of  Mar- 
shall Fields,  says  that  demand  of  records 
of  music  used  in  motion  pictures  and  radio 
has  increased  so  much  the  company  now 
is  devoting  five  times  as  much  space  to 
the  record  section  as  before. 

He  said  more  than  90,000  people  at- 
tended recent  television  tests  held  at  the 
store. 


Rudy  Vallee's  Last  Day  at 
Chicago  Packs  Theatre 

Chicago — The  final  day  of  Rudy  Val- 
lee’s  week  at  the  Chicago  Theatre  was 
practically  SRO  all  afternoon  and  evening. 
The  night  SRO  was  due  to  the  Vallee 
show,  Columbia’s  “Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris,” 
which  was  well-received  by  Chicago  Thea- 
tre audiences,  and  the  fact  a sneak  pre- 
view was  held  that  night. 


Re-equips  in  Osgood,  Ind. 

Osgood,  Ind. — Louis  Damn,  proprietor  of 
the  Damn  Theatre  here,  has  installed  new 
projection  and  sound  equipment. 
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Chicago  Allied  Unit 
Rejects  Trade  Code 

Chicago — The  local  Allied  unit  will  fol- 
low the  national  group  in  rejecting  the 
code  as  it  now  stands,  Jack  Kirsch,  presi- 
dent of  Allied  of  Illinois,  tells  Boxoffice. 

“Of  course,  should  they  amend  it  satis- 
factorily, we  would  go  for  it,  as  will  the 
national  organization,  too,”  said  Kirsch, 
“but,  naturally,  being  a member  unit  of 
Allied,  we  must  follow  what  the  national 
does.” 

Carnival  Operators  Held 
On  White  Slave  Charge 

Boonville,  Ind. — FBI  agents  have  ar- 
rested three  operators  of  a carnival  here 
on  charges  of  white  slavery  in  connection 
with  the  interstate  transportation  of  four 
15 -year-old  girls  used  as  “actresses”  in 
nude  shows. 

Tire  girls,  all  residents  of  Indiana,  have 
been  used  in  nude  shows  at  carnivals  in 
Brazil,  Ind.  and  Pana,  111.  This  is  the 
first  time  the  section  of  the  white  slave 
statute  prohibiting  interstate  transporta- 
tion of  females  for  “debauchery  and  im- 
morality,” has  been  invoked  in  Indiana, 
FBI  men  said. 

The  carnival  operators  under  arrest  are 
Irvin  Lewis,  his  wife.  Rose  Lewis,  and 
John  Morton. 

Chi's  Legitimate  Erlanger 
May  Join  Film  Ranks 

Chicago — One  of  Chicago’s  oldest  legiti- 
mate theatres,  the  Erlanger,  on  Clark  St., 
across  from  the  city  hall,  is  expected  to 
go  the  way  of  other  legitimate  theatres 
this  fall,  when  it  becomes  a film  theatre. 

David  W.  Kahane,  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Trude  and  Kahane,  attorneys  for 
the  estate  who  owns  the  theatre,  was  ex- 
pected to  be  in  New  York  this  week,  talk- 
ing with  several  interested  groups.  Ka- 
hane said  that  no  announcement  would  be 
made  as  to  whether  the  theatre  will  be- 
come a film  house  or  who  will  operate  it 
until  his  return  from  the  east. 

Report  is  that  the  house  would  become  a 
grind  house  similar  to  the  Clark  and  Mon- 
roe theatres,  should  films  be  introduced 
there,  with  the  possibility  that  the  front 
would  be  modernized. 


Watson  Plans  New  Theatre 
Blanchard,  Wis.  — Thomas  Watson  of 
Warren,  111.,  has  made  arrangements  to 
purchase  a building  on  the  main  street 
here  and  will  remodel  the  first  floor  into 
a theatre. 


Griggsville  Theatre  Burns 

Griggsville,  III.  — The  Wade  Theatre 
here  was  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  be- 
lieved started  by  a “short”  in  the  projec- 
tion booth. 


New  Macgowan  Pact 

Hollywood — Twentieth-Fox  has  given 
Kenneth  Macgowan  a new  contract  as  an 
associate  producer. 


IIIWMAWAPOLIK 

gEN  COLLINS,  manager  of  the  Apollo 
Theatre  here,  has  slipped  away  for  a 
vacation,  leaving  no  inkling  of  his  destina- 
tion . . . George  Settos,  president  of  Settos 
Theatres,  announces  has  has  signed  for 
RCA  service  for  the  Irving  Theatre,  In- 
dianapolis, recently  acquired. 

V.  U.  Young,  president  of  Theatrical 
Managers,  recently  gave  Steve  Povilinsky, 
Indiana  University  freshman,  Blooming- 
ton, a real  thrill.  Steve  was  on  his  way 
from  the  campus  at  Bloomington  to  his 
home  in  Gary  when  Young  took  him  into 
his  automobile  and  asked  him  how  he 
would  like  to  fly  home.  Steve  didn’t  take 
him  seriously  till  Young  drove  to  an  In- 
dianapolis flying  field,  wheeled  his  air- 
plane from  a hangar  and  took  off.  Inside 
of  an  hour,  Steve  was  in  Gary. 

Mary  Wehling,  secretary  to  George  Lan- 
dis at  20th-Fox,  is  on  vacation  at  a 
northern  Indiana  lake  . . . Shirley  Ten 
Eyck,  telephone  operator  at  Warner  Bros., 
is  also  vacationing,  as  is  Helen  Barbour  of 
the  inspection  department. 

Kenny,  son  of  Frank  Reimer  of  the  War- 
ner office,  is  visiting  here  from  his  home 
in  Chicago  . . . The  Warner  Club  will  hold 
its  annual  picnic  and  outing  Wednesday, 
August  16,  at  Riverside  Park. 

G.  L.  Heinrich,  office  manager  at  RKO, 
is  vacationing  in  Michigan  where  he  hopes 
to  catch  many  fish  . . . Don  R.  Rossiter, 
executive  secretary  at  the  ATOI  office, 
will  spend  next  week  traveling  the  north- 
ern part  of  Indiana,  contacting  exhibitors. 

Among  employes  of  the  Columbia  ex- 
change on  vacation  are'  Larry  Shubnell, 
booker,  who  is  fishing  in  Michigan,  and 
Robert  Arvin  of  the  shipping  department, 
who  will  visit  a dude  ranch  out  west  . . . 
Carl  Shalit,  district  manager  for  Colum- 
bia, was  a visitor  two  days  at  the  Indian- 
apolis office. 


St  Louis  Mikado,  Dark 
Since  May,  to  Reopen 

St.  Louis — The  Mikado  Theatre,  a St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.  unit  which  has  been 
closed  since  early  in  May,  was  to  re- 
open August  12,  following  completion  of  a 
$50,000  remodeling,  redecorating  and  re- 
furnishing program. 

The  remodeled  Mikado  now  includes  a 
new  front  and  marquee,  upholstered  seats, 
a year-round  air-conditioning  system  and 
the  latest  type  of  sound  and  projection 
equipment. 


Seven  Deemed  July's  Best 
By  Tribune's  Mae  Tinee 

Chicago — Mae  Tinee,  Chicago  Tribune 
film  critic,  listed  July’s  best  pictures  as: 
“Maisie,”  M-G-M;  “Susannah  of  the 
Mounties,”  and  “Second  Fiddle,”  20th- 
Fox;  “Stolen  Life,”  Paramount;  “Clouds 
Over  Europe,”  Columbia;  “Daughters 
Courageous,”  Warner,  and  “Orage,” 
French  Foreign  production. 


Variety  Club  Takes 
Shape  in  Chicago 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — With  several  preliminary  meet- 
ings already  having  been  held,  plans  are 
under  way  for  the  organization  of  the 
Chicago  Variety  Club. 

Expected  to  be  announced  shortly  are 
the  11  men  who  will  form  the  organiza- 
tion committee.  Following  that,  charter 
members  will  be  chosen  and  the  initial 
meeting  will  be  held. 

The  first  open  meeting  to  formally  an- 
nounce the  club’s  organization  is  expected 
to  be  held  some  time  in  September.  One 
of  the  larger  Chicago  hotels  is  expected 
to  serve  as  the  home  of  the  Windy  City 
barkers,  as  membei’s  of  Variety  are  called. 

Since  its  organization  in  Pittsburgh  by 
11  men  headed  by  John  Harris,  Pittsburgh 
exhibitor  and  national  chief  barker  (presi- 
dent) ever  since  its  inception.  Variety  has 
worked  for  the  betterment  of  the  industry. 
Worthwhile  charities,  such  as  children’s 
homes,  hospitals  and  care  of  the  sick, 
have  been  the  goal  of  Variety.  Last  year 
over  $250,000  was  spent  by  the  21  clubs 
for  charitable  work. 

National  Chief  Barker  Harris  and  chief 
barkers  of  several  nearby  clubs  are  ex- 
pected to  come  to  Chicago  for  the  initial 
meeting  in  the  early  fall. 

Among  those  instrumental  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Chicago  tent  are  Jack 
Flynn,  M-G-M  district  manager,  who  has 
been  one  of  the  early  Variety  workers  in 
other  cities,  chiefly  Detroit  and  Cleveland 
where  he  was  chief  barker;  Mannie  Gott- 
lieb, branch  manager.  Universal,  and  W.  E. 
(Doc)  Banford,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
who  were  charter  members  in  other  cities; 
John  Balaban  and  Jules  Rubens  of  B&K 
and  Great  States,  respectively;  Eddie  Sil- 
verman of  Essaness;  Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th 
Century-Fox  branch  manager;  Jack  Osser- 
man,  RKO  branch  manager;  Jack  Kirsch, 
president  of  Illinois  Allied. 


M.  E,  Berman  Scoops  Trade 
With  Endurance  Fliers 

Springfield,  III. — M.  E.  Berman,  man- 
ager of  the  Orpheum,  performed  a thea- 
trical beat  and  booked  at  his  theatre  the 
first  and  only  public  personal  appearance 
in  Springfield  of  the  flying  Moody  broth- 
ers, Hunter  and  Humphrey,  who  three 
days  before  had  set  a new  world  endur- 
ance record  for  light  planes  of  353  hours 
and  46  minutes,  flying  over  the  local  air- 
port. 


Chicago  May  Buy  Sites  of 
Two  Legitimate  Theatres 

Chicago  — Phillip  Harrington,  Chicago 
subway  and  traffic  engineer,  said  that  the 
city  may  acquire  six  parcels  of  loop  prop- 
erty, including  the  sites  of  the  Selwyn  and 
Harris  legitimate  theatres  at  Lake  and 
Dearborn,  for  the  Lake  Street  section  of  the 
new  Chicago  subway.  A price  of  $162,000 
has  been  set  for  the  two  theatre  sites. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  hove  been  filed  for  refer* 
ence  with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


MT481 

MT482 

MT483 

MT484 

MT485 

MT486 

MT487 

MT488 

MT489 

MT490 

MT491 

MT492 

MT493 

MT494 

MT495 

MT496 

MT497 

MT498 

MT499 

MT500 


MT505 

MT506 

MT507 

MT508 

MT509 

MT510 

MT511 

MT512 

MT513 

MT514 

MT515 

MT516 


ADVERTISING 


Main  signs  and  marquees 
Signs,  Neon 
Signs,  structural  glass 
Signs,  travel  word 
Attraction  boards 
Letters,  attraction  board 
Letters,  changeable  silhouette 
Price  signs,  boxoffice 
Display  frames 
Poster  lights 
Poster  projectors 
Cut-out  machines 
Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 
Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 
Slides,  advertising 
Slides,  announcement 
Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 
Transformers,  Neon 
Ladders,  safety 
Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


Air  conditioning  plants — com 
plete 

Heating  systems 

Refrigeration 

Air  washers 

Blowers 

Air  circulators 

Fans,  exhaust 

Grilles  and  registers 

Temperature  control  devices 

Air  conditioning  accessories 

Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  colls 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT552 
MT553 
MT554 
MT555 
MT556 
MTS  5 7 
MT558 
MT559 
MT560 
MT561 
MT5G2 
MT.S63 
MT564 


MT569 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MT573 
MT574 
MT575 
MT576 
MT577 
MT578 
MT579 
MT580 
MT581 
MT582 
MT583 
MT584 
MT585 
MTS  8 6 
MTS  8 7 
MTS88 
MT589 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  Individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing ' compounds 
Fire  ex'tinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT663  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT65o  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MTG66  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MTGG8  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MTG78  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  8-12-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
Items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MTG05  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT6H  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vlterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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LOWER  FILM  RENTALS,  FEWER  RUT  BETTER 
FILMS,  FAVORED  BY  OMAHA  AREA  EXHIBITORS 


Buying  Slow,  Say  Exhibitors; 
"Not  So,  ” Distributors  Retort 


Opposition  to  Duals  and 
Block  Booking  Also 
Voiced  in  Survey 

Omaha— Exhibitors  in  the  midwestern 
states  are  taking  a strong  stand  for  lower 
film  rentals,  fewer  but  better  pictures  on 
a high  plane  of  production  and  elimina- 
tion of  “inferior”  product,  in  a survey  be- 
ing conducted  by  the  Omaha  headquarters 
of  Boxoffice. 

Exhibitors  also  are  expressing  themselves 
against  double  features  and  block  booking 
in  answer  to  the  question:  What  can  be 
done  to  improve  the  industry  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  exhibitor? 

John  L.  Anderson,  South  Dakota  ex- 
hibitor, was  outspoken  in  his  discussion  of 
the  problem.  Anderson  operates  AnJune 
Theatre  at  Plankington,  S.  D.;  Aurora, 
White  Lake,  S.  D.,  and  Gem,  Kimball,  S.  D. 
He  declared: 

“All  we  need  are  good  pictures  at  rea- 
sonable prices.  The  distributors  have  gone 
crazy  this  season.  In  the  face  of  the  worst 
grosses  in  the  history  of  show  business 
they  are  asking  outrageous  terms.” 

For  Cycle  Discontinuance 

On  the  other  hand,  Larry  E.  Day,  Clar- 
ion, Clarion,  la.,  said,  “If  the  industry  pro- 
ducers would  discontinue  the  idea  of  cycles 
in  pictures  it  would  mean  considerable.  If 
one  company  makes  a musical  hit,  let  the 
others  leave  that  type  of  picture  alone 
for  a while.” 

J.  Erie  Kirk,  North  Star,  Omaha,  one 
of  the  midwest’s  veteran  exhibitors,  de- 
clared: “For  25  years  the  answer  has  been 
— Better  Pictures.” 

“Film  rentals  must  find  some  fixed,  just 
way  for  the  small  exhibitor  to  stay  in 
business,”  is  the  opinion  of  Alton  F.  Smith, 
Murray,  Murray,  la. 

Oscar  Johnson,  Rivoli,  Falls  City,  Neb., 
and  E.  S.  Tompkins,  Winfield,  Winfield, 
la.,  blame  the  operation  of  theatre  chains 
for  the  present  situation.  Tompkins  sug- 
gested, “Crack  down  on  the  chains.” 

“If  the  distributors  continue  to  hike 
prices,  it  will  be  a matter  of  time  until  all 
independents  will  be  out  and  the  chains 
will  buy  direct  from  New  York  or  Holly- 
wood. It  will  mean  the  closing  of  the 
exchanges,  and  managers  and  salesmen  will 
be  out,”  Johnson  declared. 

DuWayne  H.  Hartzell,  Rivoli,  Charter 
Oak,  la.,  believes  it  is  up  to  the  exhibitor 
himself  to  solve  the  problem  “by  refusing 
to  play  a lot  of  the  lousy  shows  the  pro- 
ducers are  dishing  out  to  us.” 

Wants  Duals  "Ousted" 

Double  features  should  be  “ousted”  and 
the  policy  of  distributors  to  produce  “too 
many  short,  mediocre  features”  should  be 
changed,  said  Elias  J.  Kleinsasser,  Met, 
Freeman,  S.  D.  This  exhibitor  suggested 
that  the  production  of  quality  shorts  be 
increased. 

“If  the  small  town  exhibitor  could  buy 


Minneapolis — Conflicting  claims  are 
made  in  distributor  and  exhibitor  circles 
regarding  the  progress  of  the  new  selling 
season.  While  the  distributors  declare 
business  is  going  ahead  “as  usual  or  bet- 
ter,” prominent  exhibitors  here,  who  as- 
sert they’ve  checked  up  the  situation,  in- 
sist that  buying  is  practically  “at  a stand- 
still.” 

A representative  group  of  independent 
exhibitors,  discussing  the  situation  at  an 
informal  meeting  here,  insisted  that  “even 
the  out-of-town  theatre  owners”  are  “lay- 
ing off”  deals  because  the  distributors  are 
asking  as  much,  if  not  more,  money  than 
last  year. 

It  amounts  almost  to  “a  buyers’  strike,” 
according  to  these  claims.  Leading  inde- 
pendent chains  and  the  more  important 
individual  independent  exhibitors  have 
held  off  signing  contracts,  it’s  asserted. 

TTiese  independent  exhibitors  say  that 
the  present  conditions  and  the  outlook 
call  for  a reduction  of  at  least  25  per 
cent  in  film  costs.  They  call  attention 


fewer  shows  from  the  major  companies, 
the  industry  would  be  improved  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  exhibitor,”  said  J.  V. 
Frank,  Harvard,  Harvard,  Neb.  “Do  away 
with  free  shows  and  cheap  admissions,  too.” 

Favors  Code  and  Neely  Bill 

Henry  E.  Rehfield,  Iowa,  Bloomfield,  la., 
has  been  in  the  theatre  industry  for  30 
years.  Eleven  years  have  been  spent  at  his 
present  location.  Exhibitor  Rehfield  sug- 
gested : 

“Adopt  the  fair  practice  code  and  pass 
the  Neely  bill  or  be  able  to  buy  fewer 
pictures  from  all  companies  and  above 
all,  at  reasonable  prices,  and  in  small  towns 
at  flat  rental.” 

Other  exhibitors  throughout  the  mid- 
western  area  expressed  themselves  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Make  more  down  to  earth  pictures,” 
H.  P.  Borah,  Bryant,  Bryant,  S.  D. 

“More  good  pictures,”  Bob  Oliver,  Iowa, 
Onawa,  la. 

“Make  good,  general  pictures,  plus  hon- 
esty on  the  part  of  distributors,”  Murrel 
Simpson,  Palace,  Clearwater,  Neb. 

“Better  pictures  and  eliminate  block 
booking,”  J.  Morgan  Reynolds,  Elwood, 
Elwood,  Neb.,  and  Bertrand,  Bertrand,  Neb. 


For  September  Bow 

Pocahontas,  Ia. — ^Pointed  to  an  early 
September  opening  is  Jack  Bauma’s  new 
house  here.  It  is  a 600-seater,  as  yet  not 
named. 


to  the  WPA  layoffs,  depressed  industry 
and  “ruinously  low  farm  prices.” 

But  the  branch  managers  say  it  “isn’t 
so.”  Every  company,  without  exception, 
claims  that  sales  are  right  up  with  the 
corresponding  period  a year  ago.  More- 
over, they  declare,  the  vast  majority  of 
exhibitors  expect  a decided  business  turn 
for  the  better  the  coming  fall  and  win- 
ter and  they’re  genuinely  optimistic. 

C.  K.  Olson,  Warner  branch  manager, 
believes  his  company’s  experience  is  typi- 
cal. Out-of-town  sales  have  been  “entire- 
ly satisfactory”  and  business  is  running 
“about  the  same”  as  a year  ago.  It’s  too 
early  yet  for  negotiations  with  the  Twin 
City  accounts,  but  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul  exhibitors  are  making  plenty  of  in- 
quiries and  showing  plenty  of  interest,  ac- 
cording to  Olson  and  the  others. 

No  further  announcement  regarding 
plans  for  a proposed  buying  and  booking 
combination  has  come  from  the  Northwest 
Allied  office.  Apparently  no  date  has  been 
set  yet  for  the  meeting  at  which  the  plans 
would  be  discussed. 

Independents  May 
Supply  Minnesota 

Minneapolis — Present  indications  are 
that  independent  exchanges  may  be  able 
to  provide  the  4,000-seat  Minnesota  The- 
atre here  with  sufficient  satisfactory  screen 
product  to  meet  its  needs  and  that  inabil- 
ity to  obtain  any  of  the  major  com- 
panies’ releases  will  not  handicap  the  big 
showhouse,  now  being  operated  by  local 
independent  interests,  as  much  as  antici- 
pated. 

'The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has  all 
the  major  product  sewed  up.  Even  if  it 
were  available,  however,  it  is  a moot  ques- 
tion in  local  film  circles  if  the  Minne- 
sota Theatre  could  utilize  it  under  its  pres- 
ent policy,  the  reason  being  that  the  heavy 
cost,  added  to  the  otherwise  high  nut, 
would  make  it  prohibitive.  Undoubtedly 
it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  admission 
prices  above  the  15  and  30-cent  level  now 
in  vogue,  it’s  pointed  out. 

There  has  been  general  audience  satis- 
faction thus  far  with  the  independent 
films  thus  far  shown,  according  to  Gordon 
Greene,  managing  director.  The  first  three 
pictures — Monogram  and  Republic  releases 
— have  been  favorably  received,  he  says.  A 
Grand  National  picture,  “Exile  Express,”  is 
the  current  offering. 
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Griffith-Dickinson 
Staffs  Are  Set 

Kansas  City — Tlie  personnel  setup  of  the 
Griffith-Dickinson  Theatres  has  been  fair- 
ly completely  worked  out.  Tire  lineup, 
which  reflects  several  changes  made  in  the 
past  week,  is  as  follows: 

Dickinson,  Beloit,  Kas.,  Bill  Gabel;  Rio 
Grande,  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  Glen  W.  Dickin- 
son jr.,  who  formerly  was  at  Manhattan, 
Kas  , assisted  by  Jack  Sage,  who  has  been 
manager  at  Macon,  Mo. 

Dickinson,  Creston,  la.,  Charles  Kirk- 
patrick; Fayette,  Fayette,  Mo.,  Irwin  W. 
Tucker;  Chief,  Hiawatha,  Kas.,  Fi’ancis 
Wright;  Booth,  Mainstreet  and  Beldorf, 
Independence,  Kas.,  William  H.  Wagner, 
manager,  and  Royce  Aydelotte,  assistant. 
The  latter  formerly  was  at  Parsons. 

Dickinson  and  Cozy  (the  latter  closed). 
Junction  City,  Kas.,  Ken  Pricketr,  assisted 
by  Mark  Cadle,  who  has  been  assistant  at 
Manhattan. 

Macon,  Macon,  Mo.,  Temple  DeVilbiss, 
construction  engineer  for  the  circuit,  who 
will  handle  this  resident  managership  in 
addition  to  his  other  duties.  He  is  being 
assisted  by  Burton  Pacey,  formerly  assist- 
ant at  Manhattan.  Carlton,  Wareham  and 
Dick’nson  (closed) , Manhattan,  Kas.,  Harry 
Wareham:  assistant,  Stanley  Gartside,  for- 
merly in  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

Chief  and  Uptown,  Marceline,  Mo.,  Doyle 
Mowrey;  Dickinson,  Olathe,  Kas.,  Charles 
Hoge;  Dickinson,  Osage  City,  Kas.,  Sam 
Carr;  Osawa  and  Kansan,  Osawatomie, 
Kas.,  R.  W.  “Sippi”  Ferguson;  Dickinson, 
Paola,  Kas.,  W.  G.  McKinney. 

Kansan  and  Uptown,  Parsons,  Kas.,  David 
Dallas.  His  assistant  is  Jack  Scott,  for- 
merly manager  at  Paola.  Jack  is  the  son 
of  Ward  Scott,  district  manager  of  20th- 
Fox. 

People’s,  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  Wayne  Jen- 
kins; Kiva,  Slater,  Mo.,  Harold  Sachse. 

At  Fredonia,  Kas.,  where,  on  August  1, 
Partnership-Morley  took  over  the  Klock 
from  Glen  Klock  and  the  Whiteway  from 
Art  Pugh,  Bob  Morley,  who  formerly  was 
at  Roswell,  N.  M..  for  Griffith,  is  man- 
aging. 

Tire  Williams-Griffith  Theatres,  Inc., 
which  has  Auburn  and  Nebraska  City, 
Neb.,  has  placed  Stanley  McSwain,  for- 
merly in  Carlsbad,  N.  M.,  in  charge  of  the 
Booth  and  Auburn  at  Auburn,  and  has 
named  Roscoe  Hopkins,  who  has  been  at 
Plainview,  Tex.,  for  Griffith,  as  assistant 
to  R.  R.  Booth  at  the  Booth  and  Para- 
mount, Nebraska  City.  The  Williams-Grif- 
fith theatres  are  being  handled  out  of  the 
Griffith-Dickinson  offices  here. 


Shifts  at  Commonwealth 
Affect  Three  in  Field 

Kansas  City — Joe  McClure,  formerly 
manager  of  the  Kansan  Theatre,  Osawato- 
mie, Kas.,  for  Commonwealth,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Cozy,  Norton,  Kas.,  in 
the  same  capacity. 

Ray  Holmes,  manager  of  the  Cozy  at 
Norton,  goes  to  the  Granada,  Lawrence, 
Kas.,  as  manager.  Stanley  Schwahn  of 
the  Granada  becomes  city  manager  of  the 
four  Lawrence  theatres  for  Commonwealth. 


A Sure  Way  to  See 
Film  He  Missed 

Minneapolis — Having  missed  "Win- 
terset"  each  of  the  first  three  times 
that  he  played  it  at  his  Seventh  Street 
Theatre,  Bill  Elson  booked  it  back  for 
a fourth  engagement  last  week  “just 
so  that  I could  see  it."  Picture,  how- 
ever, did  a nice  business,  warranting 
its  return  visit. 


Two  New  Equipment  Lines 
For  Independent  Supply 

Kansas  City — The  Independent  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  has  taken  over  distribution  in 
western  Missouri  and  Kansas  for  Univer- 
sal 16mm  and  35mm  projectors,  manufac- 
tured by  the  Central  Safety  Control  Corp., 
Philadelphia.  Jim  Poland  and  Ed  Cheat- 
ham will  handle  theatrical  distribution. 
Atherton  Warrell  will  contact  schools  and 
churches. 


Says  RKO-Tri-State 
Pool  Will  Continue 

Des  Moines — Tri-States  Theatres  Corp. 
and  RKO  will  continue  joint  operation  of 
the  Orpheum  here,  according  to  G.  Ralph 
Bran  ton,  general  manager  of  the  former 
company. 

“This  arrangement  will  continue  through 
1941,”  Branton  said  in  denying  reports 
of  an  impending  dissolution  of  the  operat- 
ing pool.  “I  have  just  returned  from  New 
York  where  we  have  discussed  operating 
policies  and  purchase  of  new  pictures  with 
J.  J.  O’Connor,  general  manager  in  charge 
of  RKO  Theatres. 

“The  advantage  of  operating  jointly  has 
been  evident  in  the  past  two  years  by  a 
continuous  flow  of  good  pictures,  reduc- 
tion of  admission  prices  and  the  ability 
to  bring  to  the  screen  in  Des  Moines  all 
of  the  motion  pictures  produced  in  the 
industry  (both  American  and  foreign)  and 
to  present  them  to  the  Des  Moines  public 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.” 


Attend  Governor's  Screening — 

Among  the  theatre  executives  who  attended  the  special  governor’s  screening 
cf  ‘‘Our  Leading  Citizen”  at  the  Fargo  Theatre,  Fargo,  N.  D.,  were  Al  Anson, 
district  manager  for  the  Minneapolis  Amusement  Co.;  Ben  Blotchy,  Para- 
mount, Minneapolis  manager,  and  Charles  Winchell,  Minneapolis  Amuse- 
ment Co.  advertising  manager.  Preceding  the  screening  for  Governor 
Moses  a special  breakfast  was  held  at  the  Gridiron  Club  with  more  than 
50  press  and  political  guests  in  attendance. 


Can't  Be  Bothered 

Spirit  Lake,  Ia. — Ho  Hummm,  just  an- 
other world  premiere!  Ray  Hilary  will  be 
opening  the  “Wizard  of  Oz”  at  his  Royal 
Theatre  in  Spirit  Lake  on  the  same  eve- 
in  g it  world  premieres  at  the  Astor  The- 
atre in  New  York.  But  Ray  can’t  be  both- 
ered with  fanfare.  He’ll  be  attending  a 
.■^ales  meeting  in  Minneapolis! 


Stebbins  Equips  Owen 

Kansas  City — The  Stebbins  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.  announces  the  installation 
of  new  equipment  in  Jim  Owen’s  theatre 
at  Branson,  Mo.  Furnished  were  Strong 
lamps,  Duo  Sound  Master,  Da-Lite  sound 
screen  and  Kaplan  projectors. 


Cooper  Slates  Roberts  for 
Theatre  Operations  Job 

Lincoln — Frank  Roberts,  who  has  been 
an  auditor  with  the  J.  H.  Cooper  Enter- 
prises of  Colorado  and  Nebraska  for  sev- 
eral years,  is  through  with  his  portion  of 
setting  up  the  books  here.  He  is  on  va- 
cation for  two  weeks,  and  upon  returning 
will  probably  have  a berth  in  the  theatre 
operations  end  in  Colorado  under  L.  J. 
Finske,  Cooper’s  division  manager. 

Roberts  was  moved  in  here  from  Denver 
several  months  ago,  when  the  Paramount- 
Cooper  audit  started,  after  which  papers 
for  a permanent  partnership  here  are  to 
be  considered.  Book  work  for  Paramount 
has  been  supervised  by  Vincent  J.  DiFiore, 
who  came  out  from  New  York,  with  as- 
sistance from  Roberts  and  Charlie  Shire. 
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Skouras  Will  Attend 
Fox  Midwesl  Meel 

Kansas  City — Pox  Midwest  will  hold  its 
annual  convention  for  managers  of  some 
100  theatres  in  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo., 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  August  15  and  16. 

Attending  the  two-day  program  will  be 
Spyros  Skouras,  in  charge  of  National 
Theatres,  who  will  speak  Tuesday;  E.  C. 
Rhoden,  president  of  Fox  Midwest  and  in 
charge  of  the  convention;  Senn  Lawler, 
publicity  and  advertising  director  for  Fox 
Midwest;  Lon  Cox,  film  buyer  and  dis- 
trict manager  here;  H.  E.  Jameyson, 
Wichita  district  manager;  L.  E.  Pope,  pur- 
chasing agent,  and  Lou  Honig,  in  charge 
of  real  estate. 

Fred  Souttar,  St.  Louis  district  manager, 
will  preside. 

Following  an  open  forum  discussion  of 
business  Wednesday  morning.  Fox  Midwest 
will  host  film  men  and  friends  at  a golf 
tournament  and  banquet. 

For  the  golf  tournament,  Harry  McClure, 
district  manager,  who  is  in  charge,  with 
Lawrence  Breuninger,  manager  at  Topeka, 
and  Frank  Ritter,  manager  of  the  Up- 
town here,  have  arranged  four  flights:  one 
for  executives,  one  for  home  office  book- 
ers, etc.,  one  for  each  district  (five),  and 
a guest  flight  for  others.  No  one  is  en- 
titled to  a prize  unless  he  plays — or  walks 
— 18  holes,  McClure  said. 

Skouras  will  present  plaques  and  prizes 
to  winners  in  the  Skouras  drive  that  ended 
July  8. 

In  charge  of  general  arrangements  are 
McClure,  Ed  Haas  and  Senn  Lawler;  ban- 
quet, McClure  and  T.  S.  “Curly”  Wilson, 
Excelsior  Springs  manager,  and  decora- 
tions, Jimmie  Long,  Plaza,  Kansas  City, 
and  Tom  Garrison,  home  office. 

District  managers  of  the  circuit  met  here 
last  week  with  executives  to  complete  plans 
for  the  convention. 


Hear  of  Universal  Drive 
At  Kaycee  Meeting 

Kansas  City — The  Universal  exchange 
here  was  closed  Tuesday  morning  while 
executives  and  all  employes  were  meeting 
with  L.  J.  McGinley,  Seattle  branch  man- 
ager for  the  company  and  captain  of  the 
current  campaign  Universal  is  conducting 
for  new  business. 

Some  $10,000  in  prizes  are  being  given 
by  Universal.  The  campaign  lasts  August, 
September  and  October. 

McGinley  met  at  the  Hotel  Muehlebach 
here  with  branch  executives,  salesmen  and 
bookers. 

He  has  completed  meetings  in  Detroit, 
Milwaukee,  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Indian- 
apolis and  St.  Louis  and  left  here  for  Des 
Moines  and  Omaha.  He  is  conducting 
meetings  also  in  Denver,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco  and  Seattle 
before  returning  to  his  home  berth. 


Two  Get  New  Pacts 

Hollywood — John  Howard  Lawson  and 
David  Burton  have  been  given  new  writ- 
ing contracts  by  20th-Fox. 


Record  Opposition 
Is  Felt  in  Minny 


Honor  Ed  Burgan  on 
25th  Trade  Year 


Kansas  City — It  was  a real  surprise  to 
Ed  Burgan,  owner  of  the  Tenth  Street, 
Home  and  Gauntier  theatres  in  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  when  he  was  taken  to  the  Mil- 
burn  Coimtry  Club  and  found  22  film  and 
theatre  people  there  for  a dinner  honor- 
ing him  on  his  25th  anniversary  in  the 
theatre  business. 

Edmond  F.  Burgan,  Ed’s  son  who  is 
active  in  the  operation  of  the  theatres, 
arranged  the  party. 

Burgan  entered  the  business  25  years 
ago  in  Beloit,  Kas.,  where  he  operated  the 
Grand  (now  the  Dickinson)  for  five  years. 
Coming  to  Kansas  City,  he  ran  the  old 
Ellsworth  at  39th  and  Prospect  for  more 
than  five  years.  He  then  went  to  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  where  he  has  been  active  in 
theatre  operation  since. 

Attending  the  party,  which  was  informal 
and  without  speeches,  were  R.  C.  LiBeau, 
Joe  Manfre,  Roy  Young,  George  Hinton, 
Jim  States,  A1  Chaffee,  M.  S.  Anderson, 
Charley  Gregory,  George  Fuller,  Gus  Ku- 
bitzki,  Charley  Decker,  Douglas  Desch,  Le- 
Roy  J.  Miller,  Joe  Maguire,  Bill  Brad- 
field,  Zack  Beiser,  Bob  Withers,  Tommy 
Thompson,  Fred  Meyn,  F.  J.  Latz,  Dick 
Biechele  and  Jesse  Shlyen. 


Columbia  Extends  Duffy 

Hollywood — Albert  Duffy,  writer,  has 
been  extended  by  Columbia. 


Minneapolis — Theatres  here  the  past 
week  encountered  their  heaviest  opposition 
in  all  history  and,  with  a few  exceptions, 
took  a bad  beating.  Neighborhood  houses 
were  particularly  hard  hit. 

Instead  of  helping  the  boxoffice,  the 
American  Legion  state  convention  actual- 
ly seemed  to  hurt,  even  though  it  attract- 
ed thousands  of  visitors  to  the  city.  Af- 
ternoon and  evening  parades  kept  localites 
as  well  as  transients  away  from  the  show- 
houses  and  on  Tuesday  night  the  Legion 
had  a big  show  of  its  own  which  drew 
65,000  people  to  the  University  of  Minne- 
sota Stadium.  During  the  first  four  days 
of  the  convention  only  500  coupons  were 
turned  in  to  six  loop  theatres  by  con- 
vention visitors.  Every  convention  visitor 
received  these  coupons  redeemable  at  the 
boxoffices  on  payment  of  a cut-price  ad- 
mission. 

Rudy  Vallee,  at  the  Orpheum,  did  con- 
siderably less  business  than  on  previous 
visits.  The  4,000-seat  Minnesota  also 
slipped  far  under  its  first  two  weeks.  The 
only  other  house  to  pull  respectable  trade 
was  the  State  with  “Andy  Hardy  Gets 
Spring  Fever,”  but  here,  too,  the  takings 
were  undoubtedly  much  less  than  they’d 
be  under  more  normal  conditions. 

Last  Thursday  and  Friday  the  Ring- 
ling  circus,  paying  its  first  visit  here  in 
two  years,  drew  tremendous  crowds  and 
cut  heavily  into  the  theatres.  Tlie  annual 
roller  derby,  in  the  Auditorium  for  three 
weeks,  is  pulling  turnaway  crowds  of  10,- 
000  nightly,  with  admission  only  15  cents 
and  that’s  tough  opposition,  too. 

The  Minneapolis  baseball  team,  battling 
for  first  place,  is  playing  night  ball  every 
day  except  Sunday  and  attendance  runs 
from  3,000  to  10,000  per  game,  making 
things  that  much  worse  for  the  theatres. 


Former  Film  Critic  Potter 
May  Become  Exhibitor 

Minneapolis — Merle  Potter,  veteran  local 
film  critic,  is  planning  to  enter  the  field 
as  an  exhibitor.  The  Journal,  of  which  he 
was  film  and  drama  editor  for  many  years, 
recently  was  absorbed  by  the  Star  and 
publication  discontinued.  Potter  says  he 
has  had  several  newspaper  offers,  but  pre- 
fers to  forsake  writing. 


BRANCH  MANAGERS  WANTED! 

National  Independent  Film  Distributing  Organization  opening  offices  in 

KANSAS  CITY 

Requires  services  of  experienced  branch  manager.  All  applications  will  be  held  in 
strictest  confidence. 

Address  Replies  to; 

BOX  117,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS, 

G404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood  Cal. 
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Decade  in  Des  Moines 
Celebrated  by  Judd 


gING  MILLER  in  at  Columbia  was  in  a 
vile  mood  Monday.  He  said  he  had  the 
sniffles,  Evelyn  (Hedy)  Rosen  had  the 
sniffles,  and  Boxoffice  doesn’t  give  Co- 
lumbia the  attenion  it  deserves.  Tlien  Bing 
flatly  refused  to  tell  us  what  he  was  doing 
in  Omaha  last  weekend.  Cowboy  Alt- 
shuler’s pony  is  chafing  at  the  bit  to  be 
off  from  the  Columbia  range. 

Now  Don  Allen’s  trying  to  do  an  Emil 
Franke  (but  Ashby’s  on  his  vacation,  Don) 

. . . Don’s  Des  Moines  Theatre  lobby  sport- 
ed a 40  by  60  poster,  amiouncing  the  com- 
ing of  “Batchelor  Mother.’’  Someone  no- 
ticed it  after  a few  days  and  the  “t"  was 
omitted  on  the  new  sign  . . . Nickey  “Eight- 
ball”  Goldhammer,  RKO  district  manager, 
was  hi  over  the  weekend. 

The  girls  at  National  Screen  are  com- 
plaining because  Doyle  Anderson  has  quit 
shaving  . . . Dale  Butler,  admittedly  the 
cutest  of  the  cute  in  Friedman’s  estab- 
lishment, is  so  ticklish  he  can’t  even  stand 
to  talk  about  it  . . . Bill  Dippert  of  the 
red  and  yaller  sox  and  Ruby  Stacy  are 
vacationing  . . . Ray  Butcher  just  returned 
. . . Jean  Wylie  was  weeping  over  her 
coke  because  she’s  too  new  for  a vacation. 
Nate  Sandler  is  reported  to  have  been 
working  with  spades  until  7:00  a.  m.  Mon- 
day morning,  and  he  wasn’t  digging  ditches. 

F.  E.  Judd  drove  to  Omaha  to  pick  up 
George  Weeks,  Monogram  sales  manager. 
Mr.  Weeks  went  from  here  to  New  York 
. . . J . F.  O’Donnell  left  Monogram  here 
for  the  Omaha  offices  this  week  . . . 
Monogram  is  planning  to  add  its  nickel’s 
worth  to  the  model  plane  contest  prizes 
offered  by  the  R&T  . . . Tailspin  Tommy 
is  the  reason. 


^HARLIE  PETERSON  of  the  Windsor 
Theatre  in  Hampton  has  been  busy  re- 
modeling his  new  office  and  apartment 
since  his  return  from  California  last 
spring.  He  intends  to  redecorate  the  foyer 
and  the  theatre  before  completing  the 
modernization.  When  the  work  is  com- 
pleted he  will  have  a luxurious  apart- 
ment above  the  theatre. 


F.  W.  Damon  of  the  Park  Tlieatre,  Ft. 
Dodge,  left  town  with  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter to  attend  the  Rodeo  at  Cheyenne,  Wyo., 
and  to  visit  Yellowstone  National  Park 
and  points  in  Montana.  He  is  due  back 
around  the  middle  of  August. 


The  front  of  the  Elite  Theatre  in  Lau- 
rens is  being  rebuilt  by  J.  G.  Pair.  Also 


Paul  Walsh  stuck  his  head  in  the  door 
to  tell  us  we  think  we’re  smart  because 
we  aired  the  Filmrow  skeletons  via  Ash- 
by’s “Getting  Around’’  column  . . . Well, 
ain’t  we?  Sid  Rose  strutted  by  and  stared 
in,  but  said  nothin’.  Woe  is  us!  . . . G. 
Ralph  of  Tri-States  telephoned,  but  not 
to  give  us  news.  He  once  said  he  fancied 
we  had  a grudge  against  Tri-States,  but 
darned  if  we  don’t  think  'Tri-States  has 
a grudge  against  us. 

We  notice  Louis  Alleman  who  was  here 
during  “Career,”  is  judging  babes  down 
in  New  Orleans — of  the  seven-mo^nth-old 
variety,  however — and  quite  impersonally. 
He’s  getting  plugs  there  for  “Bachelor 
Mother.” 

Was  that  “Cannonball’’  Lee  with  Don 
West  and  Myron  Blank  Thursday  eve- 
ing?  He  slipped  into  the  booth  before  we 
could  see  and  we  forgot  to  peek  in  on 
the  way  out.  Central  States  must  have 
been  relaxing  en  masse  that  night,  be- 
cause we  ran  into  Ruth  Stafford  at  the 
Val-Air  dancing  too.  She  was  wearing  a 
pair  of  shoes  just  like  ours  on  those  feet 
of  hers  that  always  hurt.  Wonder  if  she 
bought  them  for  $2.94  like  us,  or  if  she 
purchased  early  in  the  season  and  got 
stuck  for  $8.95? 

Note  to  Hollywood  columnist  Harriso^n 
Carroll:  Your  parenthetical  comment  that 
the  Lane  Sisters’  father  is  now  divorced 
from  their  mother  is  a little  posthumous; 
he  is  dead  . . . Jess  Collins,  Monogram 
salesman,  is  in  fourth  place  nationally  in 
the  company  sales  drive;  the  local  office 
holds  sixth  position  . . . We  picked  up  a 
clever  little  folder  in  a Hiland  Park  cam- 
era shop  and  discovered  it  was  ballyhoo 
for  Morris  Crewse’s  picture  show. 


a new  marquee  is  being  installed. 


C.  Z.  Scofield  of  the  Blackhawk  The- 
atre, Lansing,  is  contemplating  remodeling 
the  front  of  his  theatre  and  installing  a 
new  marquee. 


Dan  Cota  and  family  of  the  Cota  'The- 
atre in  Waukon  recently  returned  from  a 
three  weeks’  trip  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  Canada.  Fishing  was  one  of  their  chief 
pastimes. 


“Brother  Rat"  Sequel 

Hollywood — “Brother  Rat  and  the 
Baby,”  a sequel  to  Warner’s  “Brother  Rat,” 
will  be  scripted  by  Earl  Baldwin  for  the 
same  company  from  an  original  by  Fred 
Finklehoffe  and  John  Monks  jr. 


Judd,  youthful  Mono- 
is  launching  his  Ten- 
Year  Drive  Septem- 
ber 20.  It  will  last 
through  October  25, 
and  is  to  celebrate 
ten  years  of  Des 
Moines  distribution. 
Judd’s  first  contact 
with  the  film  busi- 
ness was  19  years  ago 
when  he  passed  bills 
for  Harry  Barker  of 
the  Benton  Theatre 
in  Kansas  City.  In 
1925,  as  assistant 
manager  of  the  Prospect  Theatre  there,  he 
was  bill  poster,  sign  painter,  janitor,  door- 
man, relief  projectionist  and  hauler  of 
film — all  for  $8.00  a week.  Later,  he  open- 
ed the  Oak  Park  Theatre  with  the  “Keep- 
er of  the  Bees,”  an  PBO  picture. 

He  then  got  a job  as  third  assistant 
in  the  Paramount  poster  room.  Here  he 
worked  with  Arthur  Cole,  now  Paramount 
office  manager;  Merle  Hillyer,  present 
manager  of  the  Strand  in  Creston,  la.; 
and  Lester  Levy,  who  is  now  office  man- 
ager for  Monogram  in  St.  Louis. 

Judd’s  next  theatre  venture  was  as  man- 
ager of  the  Maple  Theatre.  His  landlord 
was  a struggling  young  man  (Hi,  Benny!) 
who  was  publishing  a regional  trade  paper 
called  “Boxoffice.”  The  Maple  is  now 
headquarters  for  this  same  “Boxoffice,”  a 
national  publication  which  has  the  other 
trade  papers  jealously  agog  (editorial).  At 
this  time,  Judd  had  also  acquired  the  Em- 
pire Theatre  along  with  the  Maple.  He 
promptly  went  broke.  Gus  Kubitzki,  Fox 
manager,  hired  him  as  poster  clerk.  Ku- 
bitzki believed  that  anyone  who  would  pay 
$100  to  run  “What  Price  Glory”  with  a 
$100  orchestra  in  a ten-cent  show  had 
imagination  (I  think  he  was  cracked). 

When  Stanley  Mayer,  then  city  sales- 
man for  Fox  in  Kansas  City,  came  to 
Des  Moines  as  manager  in  1929,  Judd  came 
along  as  booker.  He  served  this  company 
in  various  capacities  for  seven  years  be- 
fore going  with  Midwest  Film  Distributors 
to  work  for  C.  A.  Schultz,  E.  C.  Rhoden 
and  Leo  McCarthy.  In  1935-6,  Judd  opened 
the  Republic  offices  here. 

Judd  became  Des  Moines  Monogram 
manager  in  March  of  1937,  and  in  the 
same  year  won  first  prize  in  the  company’s 
national  sales  drive.  The  stock  in  the  com- 
pany here  is  owned  entirely  by  members 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judd’s  families. 


Names  Glen  Folsom  as 
New  Monogram  Booker 

Des  Moines — F.  E.  Judd,  Monogram 
manager,  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  Glen  Folsom  as  booker. 

Folsom  has  been  connected  for  the  last 
three  years  with  Warner  Bros,  as  contract 
clerk,  assistant  booker  and  ad  sales  man- 
ager. 


Get  "Lincoln  Boggs" 

Hollywood — “Abraham  Lincoln  Boggs,” 
starring  Edward  Ellis,  will  be  adapted  for 
Republic  by  Olive  Cooper  in  collaboration 
with  Joseph  Krumgold. 


FOR  SALE 


Complete  equipment  consisting  of  300  late  type  Amer- 
ican spring  cushion  chairs.  Simplex  projectors.  Peer- 
less L.  I.  Arc  lamps  and  rectifiers,  late  type  RCA  sound  equipment,  screen  and 
complete  miscellaneous  booth  equipment.  Everything  in  excellent  condition.  Thea- 
tre closes  on  August  15th  and  equipment  must  be  removed  by  September  1st.  Will 
sacrifice  for  immediate  sale.  Write  at  once  to  A.  R.  THOMPSON,  Mills  Theatre, 
Lake  Mills,  Iowa. 


lO  WA  NO  TES 


Des  Moines — F.  E. 
gram  manager  here. 


F.  15.  JUDD 
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A.  HOO VERSON  is  the  new  house  man- 
ager at  the  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  He 
was  on  Pilmrow  this  week  with  Frank  Cas- 
sil. 

Others  on  the  Row:  Cle  Bratton,  Coun- 
cil Grove,  Kas.;  Crump  Taylor,  Appleton 
City,  Mo.;  K.  H.  Gaston  and  daughter, 
Florence,  Kas.;  L.  O.  Ringler,  Peabody, 
Kas.;  H.  F.  Strowig,  Abilene,  Kas.;  William 
Welton,  Chapman,  Kas.;  Joe  Ghosen,  Se- 
dalia.  Mo.;  H.  I.  Hyde,  Geneseo,  Kas.;  A.  H. 
Dula,  Holyrood,  Kas. 

Charles  Burns,  who  moved  his  Premier 
Advertising  Service  to  1710  Wyandotte  re- 
cently, reports  business  considerably  im- 
proved in  the  new  ground  floor  location. 

Francis  Smith,  biller  at  Republic,  is  on 
vacation  . . . Jim  Weakley,  booker,  is  fish- 
ing in  the  Ozarks. 

Nat  Hechtman,  Hollywood  Advertising 
Co.,  and  his  wife  are  recuperating  from  an 
automobile  accident  last  week  in  Colorado. 
Their  4-year-old  son  was  not  injured. 

Rube  Melcher,  former  film  salesman,  vis- 
ited for  a few  days  in  Milwaukee,  his  for- 
mer home.  Rube  is  now  managing  the 
Poppers  Supply  Co.  here. 

Bill  Warner,  former  Warner  exchange 
manager,  is  back  in  Kansas  City  for  a 
while,  he  said.  He  had  been  in  Los  An- 
geles for  three  months. 

Film  Salesmen  George  Hinton,  Bill  Brad- 
field  and  Joe  Maguire  were  having  it  out 
about  who  has  the  best  dog  last  Monday 
evening  at  the  Burgan  anniversary  dinner. 
If  you  ask  us  we  don’t  know  who  won,  but 
Hinton  has  “dared”  Bradfield  to  face  his 
chow  terror  and  be  convinced. 

“Tumbleweeds,”  famous  western  with 
Bill  Hart,  which  has  been  reissued,  has 
been  set  in  at  the  Kansas  Theatre,  Wichi- 
ta, Kas.,  August  20,  for  a week’s  run. 
Jimmie  Poland,  who  is  handling  the  pic- 
ture here,  made  the  deal  with  W.  P. 
Huston  last  week. 

On  the  Row:  George  Hayob,  Mary  Lou, 
Marshall,  Mo.;  O.  F.  Sullivan,  Civic,  Wichi- 
ta, Kas.;  O.  L.  Christian,  Parker,  Kas.; 
E.  Van  Hyning,  Parsons,  Kas. 

Jay  Means  of  the  Oak  Park  and  Bagdad 
left  last  week  with  Mrs.  Means  and  their 
son,  Ronald,  for  a motor  car  tour  of  the 
west. 


One  Idea  of 
Utopia 

Lincoln — Exhibitor's  dream  of  Utopia: 

No  cars  allowed  driven  unless  paid 
for. 

Nothing  on  the  radio  on  Sunday,  ex- 
cept sermons. 

Gasoline  at  25  cents  a gallon. 

One  theatre  to  each  25,000  popula- 
tion. 

The  dreamer.  Bob  Livingston,  at  the 
Capitol  here. 


R.  W.  Small  of  the  Cozy,  Wymore,  Neb., 
has  purchased  200  new  upholstered  seats 
from  the  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  here. 
L.  J.  Kimbriel  also  reports  the  sale  of  lobby 
lounge  and  rest  room  furniture  for  the  new 
Tivoli,  C.  E.  Cook’s  house  at  Maryville,  Mo. 

A1  Tanner  of  20th-Fox  lost  a print  of 
“Frontier  Marshal”  and  Zack  Beiser  of 
Columbia  one  of  “Romance  of  the  Red- 
woods” August  1 when  18  boxes  of  film 
burned  on  a Chicago  & Milwaukee  car 
north  of  here. 

They  threw  a party  Friday  evening 
(August  4)  for  Ralph  Adams,  Fox  Mid- 
west booker,  who  has  just  returned  from 
his  honeymoon.  Hosts  were  Leon  Abra- 
ham of  RKO  and  Mrs.  Abraham;  Douglas 
Desch  of  Monogram,  and  Mrs.  Desch;  Chet 
Hylton  of  Fox  Midwest,  and  Mrs.  Hylton; 
Leland,  Allen  of  Commonwealth,  and  Mrs. 
Allen,  and  Buddy  Brown  of  Fox  Midwest 
with  Windy  (his  pooch).  They  decorated 
the  Adams’  apartment  with  various  and 
sundry  film  titles,  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
casion, such  as  “News  Is  Made  at  Night,” 
“It  Could  Happen  to  You,”  “Calling  Dr. 
Kildare”  and  “It’s  a Wonderful  World” 
when  you’re  “Made  for  Each  Other.” 

Ward  Scott,  20th-Fox  midwest  division 
manager,  is  in  New  York  for  home  office 
conferences.  Frank  Hensler,  M-G-M  branch 
manager,  was  due  back  from  New  York  this 
weekend. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Toilel  Facilities  Are 
Sought  for  Booths 

Kansas  City — Wage  and  hour  provisions 
of  the  new  contract  between  lATSE  mo- 
tion picture  operators  local  170  and  sub- 
sequent run  theatres  are  the  same  as  in 
the  old  agreement,  but  there  is  a new  pro- 
vision which  calls  for  toilet  facilities  and 
running  water  in  every  booth.  This  affects 
80  per  cent  of  subsequents,  since  only 
about  eight  of  more  than  40  are  so 
equipped. 

The  new  contracts  expire  Aug.  31,  1940, 
at  the  same  time  that  those  for  downtown 
first  runs  expire.  The  latter  have  not 
yet  been  negotiated,  but  are  being  handled 
this  month  by  Walter  S.  Croft,  business 
manager  of  the  local.  Included  in  the  con- 
tracts are  all  subsequents  but  the  Palace 
and  Circle,  Croft  said. 


Shih  William  Laughlin 
To  Crane  in  Carthage 

Wichita,  Kas. — William  Laughlin,  mana- 
ger of  the  Fox  Midwest  Regent,  Welling- 
ton, Kas.,  has  been  made  manager  of  the 
Crane  Theatre  at  Carthage,  Mo.  H.  E. 
Jameyson,  district  manager  here,  has 
transferred  A1  McClm’e,  manager  of  the 
Palace,  Wichita,  to  Wellington. 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE  ~~ 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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glLLY  EVIDON,  Columbia  head  booker, 
still  raving  about  those  Hollywood  film 
beauties  whom  he  met  on  his  west  coast 
vacation  trip  . . . Morrie  Abrams,  M-G-M 
exploiteer,  accompanied  Barrett  IGesling, 
assistant  M-G-M  publicity  director  at  the 
Hollywood  studios,  to  Fargo,  N.  D.,  Sioux 
Falls,  S.  D.,  and  Duluth,  Minn.  After 
his  visit  here  Kiesling  made  the  other 
jaunts.  He  addressed  luncheon  clubs  and 
spoke  over  the  radio  in  Minneapolis  and 
talked  before  Minneapolis  Amusement  Co. 
managers  at  the  other  spots. 

Paramount  screened  “Our  Leading  Citi- 
zen” ayid  A.  Selby  Carr,  office  manager,  says 
it’s  surely  “a  picture  every  exhibitor  in 
this  territory  will  be  more  than  proud  to 
show,  particularly  Minnesota  theatre  own- 
ers” . . . Marvin  Maetzold,  Columbia  head 
shipper,  fishing  in  northern  Minnesota  . . . 
William  Blake,  assistant  State  manager, 
to  wed  Audrey  Peterson  September  28  . . . 
Charlie  Milkus,  local  program  man,  has 
gone  to  Philadelphia  to  publish  the  Ga- 
lento-Nova  fight  program. 

After  going  with  the  girl  28  years,  War- 
ren Branton,  National  Screen  salesman, 
finally  found  courage  enough  to  pop  the 
question  and  now  the  former  Christine 
Kfotz  is  Mrs.  Branton  . . . Edna  Walsh 
of  the  Columbia  inspection  department  has 
plighted  her  troth  to  John  Dunleavy  . . . 
Gertrude  Guimont  and  Helen  Pauly,  War- 
ner beauties,  back  from  a wonderful  Great 
Lakes  boat  tour  . . . Signs  adorn  the  W.  H. 
Workman  establishment  advising  exhibi- 
tors to  “Make  Money  With  M-G-M.” 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Bill  Haswell,  Waterville,  Minn.; 
Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  Jack 
Heywood,  New  Richmond.  Wis.;  Paul 
Perizzo,  Winnebago  and  Blue  Earth,  Minn.; 
George  Schroeder,  Elsworth,  Minn.;  George 
and  Arnold  Crane,  Cambridge  and  Lake 
City,  Mum.;  Porter  Ashley,  Lakeville, 
Minn.;  Laurel  Lano,  Long  Prairie,  Minn., 
and  Bill  Zimmerman,  Lakota,  N.  D. 

What  happened  to  Lowell  Kaplan  and 
Ben  Spewak  in  San  Fi’ancisco  the  night 
they  left  Bill  Evidon,  their  traveling  com- 
panion. in  the  hotel  and  didn’t  retuim 
until  the  early  hours  of  the  morning? 
Get  Spewak  to  tell  you.  It’s  a very  in- 
teresting story  . . . Clayton  Bosted,  Seventh 
Street  Theatre  assistant  manager,  wedded 
to  a Northfield,  Minn.,  miss  and  honey- 
mooning in  northern  Minnesota  ...  If  you 
have  a half-hour  to  consume,  get  Charlie 
Weiner  of  Monogram  to  tell  you  about  his 
tiger  muskies  . . . Eddie  Ruben,  the  cir- 
cuit operator,  and  his  missus  celebrated 
a wedding  anniversary  last  week. 

Ben  Ash,  Eergus  Falls,  Minn.,  exhibitor, 
reports  it’s  easier  to  get  up  a cribbage 
game  these  days  than  to  coax  the  same 
number  of  people  into  his  theatre  . . . 
After  Ben  Spewak  returned  from  his 
lengthy  California  sojourn  he  started  talk- 
ing about  a new  theatre  project  for  the 
district  adjacent  to  Victory  Drive  . . . Sam 
Cummmgs  of  Jewel  Productions,  New  York 
City,  a visitor  . . . Helen  Hillman,  for- 
merly of  the  Ruben  and  the  Gilman  cir- 
cuits. back  from  Hollywood,  tells  of  see- 
ing Lowell  Kaplan  of  the  Ruben  offices 


having  lunch  with  pretty  Nancy  Kelly,  film 
actress,  at  the  Trocadero. 

Lester  Martin  here  from  Chicago  to  pro- 
mote “Theatre  Book  Night”  and  has  closed 
with  a number  of  "Twin  City  theatres. 
Eddie  Burke  has  been  appointed  his  rep- 
resentative in  the  territory  . . . Leonard 
Grossman  has  come  to  Minneapolis  from 
Milwaukee  to  handle  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation for  Tom  Burke’s  “Movie  Cash” 
. . . Joe  Behan,  Warner  head  booker, 
mourning  the  loss  of  his  mother-in-law, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Billert,  who  passed  away  last 
week  . . . Raymond  Haberland  of  M-G-M 
a bridegroom  . . . Two  Warner  employes 
have  chosen  the  New  York  World’s  Fair 
for  their  vacation  destinations.  Tliey’re 
Jerry  Weisfeldt,  booker,  and  Esther  Bol- 
nick  of  the  office  staff  . . . Moe  Levy, 
20th-Fox  district  manager,  and  S.  R.  Kent, 
drive  leader,  spending  ten  days  here  after 
a lightning  tour  of  all  the  country’s  ex- 
changes. He  returns  to  the  Hollywood  stu- 
dio before  starting  his  second  nation-wide 
jaunt  . . . Eddie  Stoller,  United  Artists 
office  manager,  spending  his  vacation  with 
a rod  and  reel  at  northern  Minnesota 
fishing  resorts. 

Hazel  Champlin,  for  many  years  2Qth- 
Fox  chief  inspectress,  resigned  to  devote 
herself  entirely  to  her  domestic  duties,  she 
having  been  married  recently  . . . Elea- 
nor Johnson  has  been  promoted  to  succeed 
her  and  Ann  Wyatt  is  an  addition  to  the 
staff  . . . John  B.  Cliplef,  manager  of  the 
Hollywood  Theatre,  Montivideo,  Mum.,  a 
proud  daddy.  It's  a girl  and  his  first  child 
. . . “Nickey”  Goldhammer  elated  over  the 
12-day  spotting  of  “Bachelor  Mother”  at 
the  Orpheurn  here  . . . Evelyn  Wyck  of 
National  Screen  wedded  to  Edwin  Roe  . . . 
Bennie  Berger  told  his  managers  at  the 
circuit  convention  at  Bemidji  that  ex- 
pansion would  be  held  in  abeyance  for  the 
present. 


Joe  Deitzh,  booker  and  buyer  for  the 
Tri-States  Theatres,  Des  Moines,  visits 
Paramount’s  World  Fair  headquarters. 


Union  Studio  Group  in 
Kansas  City  Pause 

Kansas  City — En  route  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  meeting  in  Atlantic 
City,  a group  of  film  stars,  members  of 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  paused  here  brief- 
ly in  a chartered  plane.  The  mission  is 
to  protest  jurisdiction  accorded  the  lATSE 
via  a charter  granted  that  union  branch 
for  the  American  Federation  of  Actors, 
with  which  SAG  is  affiliated.  The  group 
carries  an  implication  of  a studio  strike 
unless  the  trouble  is  ironed  out. 

Headed  by  Frank  Morgan,  the  studio 
contingent  also  included  Edward  Arnold, 
Binnie  Barnes,  Lucile  Gleason,  Henry 
Hull,  Wayne  Morris,  Mischa  Auer  and  Jean 
Muir. 


K,  C.  Variety  Club  Aids 
Orphan  Guest  Search 

Kansas  City — Cooperating  with  Para- 
mount, a committee  from  the  Variety  Club 
this  week  is  aiding  a group  of  prominent 
Kansas  City  women  to  select  from  local 
orphanages  a young  girl  who  will  go  to 
Hollywood  next  week  as  guest  of  Para- 
mount and  Linda  Ware.  The  committee 
aiding  in  the  selection  is  composed  of 
Finton  Jones,  George  Baker,  Bob  Withers, 
Jerry  Zigmond,  Arthur  Cole  and  Kenneth 
Force.  The  committee  is  working  with 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Barnes,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Kemp  and 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Woodard,  prominent  in  Kan- 
sas City  charity  and  civic  work. 


Wm,  F,  Gleason,  Veteran 
Exhibitor,  Dies  at  77 

Kansas  City — William  F.  Gleason,  vet- 
eran theatre  owner,  died  Wednesday  at 
the  General  Hospital  following  a compli- 
cation of  ailments.  He  was  77  years  old. 

Gleason  had  operated  12  theatres  at 
various  times,  mostly  neighborhood  houses. 
The  Strand  and  Roanoke  were  among 
them.  He  entered  exhibition  at  Moberly 
when  he  was  30. 

He  leaves  his  wife,  Mrs.  Josephine  Glea- 
son, 2512  East  42nd  St. 


Reopening  of  Uptown  Is 
Likely  in  Early  Winter 

Minneapolis — Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
will  reopen  its  principal  neighborhood 
house,  the  Uptown,  in  the  fall,  or  early 
winter,  after  extensive  remodeling  and  im- 
provements. Theatre  has  been  closed  since 
being  damaged  by  fire  several  months  ago. 


Postman  s Spare  Time 
Occupied  at  GoU 

Omaha — There's  the  exhibitor  who 
went  to  see  a motion  picture  on  his 
vacation  and  now  there  is  a new  angle. 

Tom  Pilley.  Filmrow's  postman, 
spends  his  spare  time  trudging  around 
a golf  course. 
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Lehman  Will  Operate  RKO 
Orpheum  in  Kansas  City 


QRVILLE  RENNIE,  the  Hastings  theatre 
manager;  Keith  Wilson,  who  works  for 
that  paper  in  Omaha,  and  the  Lincoln 
Boxoffice  man,  have  been  asked  by  the 
York,  Neb.,  chamber  of  commerce  to  be 
judges  at  their  “Little  World’s  Fair”  August 
26,  when  they  stage  the  beauty  contest  . . . 
Ed  Vaughan  climbed  aboard  the  girl 
friend’s  car  and  went  to  Colorado  for  his 
vacation  . . . Harvey  Traylor  says  lipstick 
isn’t  shaped  like  a bullet  for  nothing — 
it’s  just  as  deadly,  or  more  so,  in  case  it’s 
smeared  on  a married  man’s  coat. 

Bob  Huffman  looped  a Postal  Telegraph 
gal  by  dictating  this  wire  to  his  boss,  J.  H. 
Cooper,  in  New  York:  "How  about  pulling 
‘Unexpected  Father,’  and  playing  ‘Naughty, 
But  Nice’  Monday  through  Friday?”  . . . 
No  sooner  did  Bill  Knight  get  used  to  sit- 
ting in  his  office  chair,  after  switching 
here  from  the  Newman,  Kansas  City,  than 
his  boss,  Howard  Federer  scrammed  out  of 
town — on  business  . . . Bob  Livingston’s 
brother  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  is  very  ill,  and 
Bob  expects  to  fly  back  almost  any  time 
...  If  Governor  Cochran  is  elected  to  the 
senate,  he’ll  probably  act  as  an  anti-toxin 
for  Senator  Neely. 

D.  V.  McLucas  dropped  by  to  tell  Lin- 
coln Theatre-rowers  how  the  Omaha  ex- 
hibitors are  fighting  to  get  United  Artists 
pictures  . . . Joe  Scott  was  around,  too, 
threatening  checkers,  because  he  couldn’t 
believe  business  was  so  bad  . . . Sam  Clark, 
the  Warner  exploiteer  who  handles  Chi- 
cago and  mid-western  points  in  a 600- 
mile  radius,  has  been  huddling  with  Char- 
lie Einfeld  and  Bob  Taplinger  on  the  coast, 
about  some  big  pictures. 

Artie  Shaw,  having  finished  his  M-G-M 


J.  Arnold  Lewis,  a roadside  evangelist, 
has  opened  his  tent  in  Mason  City  and 
billed  himself  ouside  as  follows:  “J.  Arnold 
Lewis,  Reformed  theatre  manager!” 


Ben  Lass  tells  us  that  Bob  Bernau  has 
changed  the  face  of  his  Iowa  Theatre  in 
Lake  City  considerably  with  extremely 
colorful  display  frames. 


Joe  Smith  is  fast  becoming  the  lousiest 
pitch  player  in  existence.  He  plays  with 
the  Peterson’s  in  Hampton,  and  he  says 
they  won’t  do  business  with  him  if  he 
wins. 


We  ran  into  Vance  Smith  and  his  young 
son.  Dean,  at  Columbia.  Vance  was  kid- 
ding Dean  about  the  blonde  back  in  North 
English,  who  is  making  Dean  think  North 
English  and  the  Orpheum  good  places  to  be. 


W.  E.  Yeast,  manager  of  the  State  at 
Milton,  has  entered  Margaret  Roberts  in 
the  R&iT  redhead  contest  . . . Yeast  says 
she  weighs  102,  is  18  and  blue-eyed.  Earleen 
Gaughenbaugh,  another  entry,  says  she 
won  a contest  five  years  ago  at  the  Strand 
in  Fort  Madison  by  impersonating  Clara 


stint,  is  again  in  the  midwest  and  is  sched- 
uled to  play  here  in  September,  which  may 
be  day  and  date  with  the  film,  "Dancing 
Co-ed”  . . . Horses  start  running  at  the 
fairgrounds  track  here  on  August  26,  which 
catches  half  of  Filmrow  only  halfway 
through  paying  bills  laid  over  while  the 
Omaha  nags  ran  . . . Jesse  L.  Lasky’s 
promise  to  make  one  of  his  nine  talent- 
search  towns  Lincoln,  has  not  yet  mate- 
rialized. In  fact,  nobody’s  heard  a thing 
about  it  since  he  wired  John  Archer,  when 
the  latter  personal  appearanced  here  at  the 
Varsity  . . . Showmen  who’ve  been  east  to 
the  fair  and  come  back  through  Iowa,  get 
a big  laugh  out  of  that  roadside  evangel- 
ist’s sign:  "J.  Arnold  Lewis,  Evangelist, 
reformed  theatre  manager.” 

Leo  Drennan  is  top  man  at  the  Nebras- 
ka for  the  next  few  weeks  . . . Every 
time  Joe  Cooper  does  a quick-change  book- 
ing at  the  Stuart,  his  manager,  M.  E. 
Lofgren,  pulls  out  another  handful  of  hair. 
A couple  more  pulls  and  Lofgren  will  be 
doing  an  imitation  of  Ed  Kennedy  and 
Leon  Errol,  from  a bird’e-eye  view  . . . 
Harold  Hellerich,  during  the  summer 
slump,  has  been  reduced  to  status  of  a 
doorman. 

Carl  Rose  agrees  with  Groucho  Marx: 
Once  he  thought  a boy  always  stepped  in 
the  footprints  of  his  father,  but  now  that 
he’s  got  one,  he  finds  he  only  STEPS  ON 
his  father. 

For  the  next  two  weeks,  Glenn  Trump, 
Nebraska  State  Journal  sports  writer,  is 
the  Boxoffice  man  in  Lincoln.  He  re- 
places Barney  Oldfield,  who  is  two-weeking 
off  Theatre  Row  at  the  National  Guard 
encampment  in  Ashland. 


Bow.  A beauteous  young  lady  from  Mar- 
shalltown was  also  entered  by  the  Casino 
’Tlieatre  there. 


Earl  Kerr,  the  bachelor  from  Council 
Bluffs,  is  inviting  managers  from  here  to 
his  Denver  cottage  for  an  outing,  we  hear. 


Another  father-son  duo  is  Delbert  and 
G.  A.  Sharp  who  operate  the  Community 
Theatre  in  Algona  ...  a coupla  nice  people. 


Julius  Gertz  of  the  Uptown  and  Zenith 
theatres  in  Davenport  was  one  of  the  fight 
fans  here  Monday  for  the  Paychek  opus. 


We  chatted  with  J.  E.  Cass  of  Straw- 
berry Point  up  at  Warner.  He  told  us  a 
lot  about  flying  and  that  he  is  going  to 
Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  August  17,  to  get  his  new 
plane.  It’s  a Cub  Coupe,  he  says. 


If  you  want  to  get  Ed  Mason  of  Osage 
unwound,  ask  him  about  his  last  fishing 
trip  to  Canada. 


F.  H.  Bandy  of  Britt,  la.,  says  that  after 
28  years  in  the  business  he  has  made 
enough  money  to  buy  a new  sign. 


Kansas  City — Lawrence  Lehman,  long 
associated  with  RKO  in  the  operation  of 
its  theatre  properties  here,  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  Orpheum,  RKO’s  present  first  run, 
when  it  reopens  for  the  season  August  18. 


O m A IIHII  A 

S.  “Bill”  Bogart,  Orpheum  Theatre, 
^’nock  Valley,  la.,  wants  the  Omaha 
territory  to  know  that  he  is  highly  in  favor 
of  the  trade  practice  code.  At  the  recent 
MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  western  Iowa 
meeting.  Bill  made  the  motion  to  “take 
no  definite  action”  on  the  code  because 
he  was  afraid  it  might  be  rejected  if  put 
to  a definite  vote.  Glad  to  print  your 
explanation.  Bill! 

Faye  Honey,  Tecumseh,  Neb.,  exhibitor, 
says  he  is  a mushroom  “picker  but  not  a 
grower.”  Faye  explained  he  goes  out  in 
the  forests  around  Tecumseh  and  picks  a 
few  mushrooms  for  the  annual  feed  he 
gives  the  Warner  gang.  He  doesn’t  grow 
them  himself,  so  the  Warner  gang  better 
look  twice  before  they  eat! 

John  Metzger,  Oriental  Tlieatre,  Beaver 
City,  Neb.,  being  secretary  of  the  county 
fair  board,  decided  on  a beauty  contest 
for  kiddies  on  August  15.  Judges  will  be 
(of  all  people)  the  following  film  ped- 
dlers: Mike  Roth,  National  Screen;  Char- 
lie Lieb,  Metro;  Larry  Hensler,  Universal; 
Leon  Mendelson,  Warners;  Joe  Rosenberg, 
RKO,  and  Ike  Rubin,  Paramount. 

Russell  Egner,  RKO  boss,  boasts  two 
tennis  playing  daughters,  Alice  and  Adele, 
who  are  among  the  best  in  the  city.  Daugh- 
ter Alice  is  one  of  the  local  park  champs 
and  runnerup  in  the  state  meet. 

John  Winn,  Grand  National  booker,  has 
hayfever  . . . We’d  like  to  record  here  that 
Winn  and  Sid  McArdle,  UA  shipper,  trim- 
med Tom  Pilley,  Filmrow  postman,  and 
your  scribe  in  a return  golf  match.  Mc- 
Ardle was  positively  unconscious  . . . Jules 
Serkowich,  RKO  traveling  horn  blower, 
here  ahead  of  “Bachelor  Mother.”  The 
picture  went  over  great  at  a screening. 

Stanley  Blackburn,  Mainstreet  Theatre, 
Fremont,  Neb.,  is  certainly  a.  quiet,  stu- 
dious looking  young  fellow.  He  looks  more 
like  a young  college  prof  than  an  ex- 
hibitor . . . Henry  Hower,  well  known 
Minnesota  exhibitor,  and  Mrs.  Hower  have 
moved  to  Florida  to  make  their  home  there. 
Son  Guy  will  manage  both  Hower  houses 
at  Windom  and  Worthington,  Minn. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Dixon,  once  a well-known  ex- 
hibitor at  Mitchell,  S.  D.,  went  through 
Omaha  recently.  The  doctor  is  now  in 
California  selling  antiques.  No  gags  about 
Hollywood,  please,  fellows  . . . Mort  'Trox- 
ell,  the  dapper  Wilber,  Neb  , exhibitor  back 
on  the  Row  with  no  explanation  as  to  his 
absence  last  week. 

Augie  Herman,  Muse  Theatre,  has  a 
birthday  next  week  . . . Orville  Rennie, 
Rivoli,  Hastings,  Neb.,  celebrates  his  wed- 
ding anniversary  next  week. 


....AW,  SHUCKS! 

— From  the  Tall  Corn — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY; 
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no 

UiNCE  asking  you  to  insert  our  adver- 
tisement in  four  issues  of  your  magazine, 
we  have  sold  the  theatre  in  question.  We, 

therefore,  will  ask  that  you  do  not  run 
this  advertisement  in  any  more  issues.* 

We  have  received  the  various  replies  that 
you  have  forwarded  to  us  and  congratulate 
you  on  the  returns  that  you  get  from  classi- 
fied advertisements  in  your  weekly  paper." 

— W,  N.  Pettibone, 

HANNIBAL,  MO. 


*It  required  only  TWO  issues 
to  make  this  theatre  sale. 


THE  RESULT-GETTING  MEDIUM 
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W.  Va.  Managers  Slate 
Meet  August  30-31 

Ronceverte,  W.  Va. — Announcement  is 
made  of  plans  and  dates  for  the  fifth  an- 
nual convention  of  the  West  Virginia 
Managers’  Ass’n.  J.  C.  Shanklin  of  Ronce- 
verte, chairman  of  the  convention  com- 
mittee, states  that  the  Greenbrier  Hotel, 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  has  been  selected 
as  “the  place”  for  the  fifth  successive 
year.  The  dates  are  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, August  30  and  31. 

Several  business  sessions  will  be  held, 
according  to  early  plans.  Important  in- 
dustry topics  will  be  discussed  and  there 
will  be  reports  from  the  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Sol  J.  Hyman  of  Huntington, 
president,  will  preside  and  other  officers 
and  members  will  be  among  the  speakers. 
Many  guests  are  expected,  these  including 
out-of-state  exhibitors  and  film  distribu- 
tors and  theatre  supply  dealers. 

Shanklin  stated  this  week  that  “we  ex- 
pect this  year’s  meeting  to  be  the  best” 
of  the  five  conventions. 

West  Virginia  Managers’  Ass’n  is  com- 
posed of  theatre  owners  and  managers  and 
was  organized  as  an  instrument  to  fight 
adverse  legislation  which  threatened  in  the 
Mountain  State.  The  association’s  efforts, 
for  the  most  part,  have  been  successful. 
The  original  officers  are  still  in  office. 
In  addition  to  Hyman  and  Shanklin,  W.  H. 
Holt  of  Richwood  is  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. 

Shanklin  describes  White  Sulphur 
Springs’  beautiful  Greenbrier  Hotel  in  the 
“cool”  Allegheny  Mountains  as  having  all 
the  facilities  of  a vast  country  estate. 
There  are  three  golf  courses,  stable  of 
thoroughbreds,  tennis,  skeet,  large  indoor 
pool,  two  polo  fields  and  an  airport  within 
a mile.  Special  convention  rates  will  pre- 
vail by  making  reservations  with  Shanklin 
at  the  Grand  Tlieatre  (P.  O.  Box  E), 
Ronceverte,  W.  Va. 


Allied  of  Michigan  to 
Pick  Convention  Date 

Detroit — Directors  of  Allied  Theatres  of 
Michigan  were  to  meet  this  week  to  select 
a date  and  place  for  their  annual  conven- 
tion. Opinion  of  members  is  divided  be- 
tween a Detroit  location,  traditional  for 
several  years,  and  an  upstate  location. 


New  Service  by  Gregg 

Cleveland — A1  Gregg,  publicity  director 
for  Republic  Pictures  in  this  area,  has  in- 
stituted an  exploitation  bulletin  service  to 
Republic  accounts.  Outlined  are  stunts 
that  Gregg  has  found  profitable  through 
years  of  activity  in  his  field. 


"Hallelujah"  in  Comeback 
Pittsburgh — “Hallelujah,”  King  Vidor’s 
all-colored  picture  which  was  released  ten 
years  ago  this  week,  has  staged  a come- 
back. The  M-G-M  production  of  a decade 
ago  opened  Sunday  at  Mark  Browar’s 
Roosevelt  Theatre  in  the  black  belt. 


Jacob  Schreiber  Sues  Nephew; 
Seeks  Interest  in  Theatres 


Detroit — For  the  second  time  in  two 
weeks,  Detroit’s  theatrical  center,  the 
Woodward  Ave.  theatres  just  above  the 
downtown  district,  have  become  the  sub- 
ject of  a lawsuit. 

Jacob  Schreiber,  who  ran  the  circuit  of 
five  houses  for  several  years  until  a few 
months  ago,  has  filed  suit  in  circuit  court 
against  Raymond  Schreiber,  a nephew, 
who  now  controls  the  theatres  as  Midwest 
Tlieatres.  He  seeks  to  regain  an  interest  in 
them  or  an  accounting  of  profits. 

Suit  was  filed  by  Jacob  Schreiber,  his 
wife  Magdelle,  and  six  theatre  corpora- 
tions which  he  controls  as  plaintiffs, 
against  Ray  Schreiber,  Samuel  Shapero, 
now  Ray  Schreiber ’s  attorney;  Sidney 
Foreman,  accountant  for  Jacob  Schreiber; 
R.  S.  Holding  Co.,  described  as  a general 
holding  company  for  the  circuit,  and  Mid- 
west Theatres,  Inc. 

Attorney  Tells  Story 

A lengthy  bill  of  complaint  has  been 
filed.  J.  R.  Newman,  attorney  for  Jacob 
Schreiber,  explained  his  side  of  the  case 
to  Boxoffice  as  follows: 

“Mrs.  Jacob  Schreiber  is  very  ill,  suf- 
fering from  tuberculosis,  and  Mr.  Schreib- 
er himself  was  not  in  good  health.  Both 
were  told  by  doctors  three  years  ago  to 
get  out  of  active  management  of  the  the- 
atres. 

“In  the  summer  of  1936,  Ray  Schreiber 

Suit  Against  Co-op 
Remains  Unchanged 

Detroit — The  suit  filed  by  Midwest  The- 
atres against  Cooperative  Theatres  and 
members  remained  “in  status  quo”  this 
week.  Because  of  the  large  number  of  de- 
fendants, it  is  thought  several  weeks  or 
even  months  may  be  required  to  make  legal 
service  on  them  all. 

Officials  of  Cooperative  declined  to  com- 
ment on  the  suit.  Carl  Buermele,  general 
manager,  has  not  been  legally  notified 
of  the  suit  and  was  not  in  a position  to 
comment  before  consulting  an  attorney. 

Discussion  in  Cooperative  circles  and 
among  other  interested  observers  suggests 
the  points  raised  by  the  suit  were  largely 
answered  some  five  years  ago  in  a similar 
conspiracy  suit  against  the  organization. 
Unofficial  spokesmen  for  the  plaintiffs, 
however,  say  there  is  considerable  new 
evidence  now  available  which  gives  them 
a much  stronger  case. 


New  Premium  Vendor 

Cleveland — Harry  Lande  of  Independent 
Film  Service,  308  Film  Bldg.,  has  taken 
over  a line  of  theatre  premiums,  making 
him  the  sixth  such  vendor  in  the  Film 
Bldg.  Type  of  premiums  available  and 
shortness  of  the  deal  are  outstanding  fea- 
tures of  the  new  proposition. 


presented  Jacob  Schreiber  with  an  agree- 
ment to  sell  for  $150,000,  but  Jacob  didn’t 
like  the  terms.  In  1937,  he  sold  to  Jack 
Broder  for  $125,000,  but  that  deal  fell 
through  ultimately,  for  various  reasons. 

“Then  the  two  Schreibers  made  an 
agreement  under  which  Ray  would  take 
over  the  theatres,  getting  $125  a week,  with 
Jake  to  be  paid  $150  a week  while  they 
were  run  by  Ray,  with  the  understanding 
that  Jake  could  take  them  back  at  any 
time.  It  was  also  agreed  that  Ray  would 
assume  all  the  debts  of  Jake,  his  wife,  and 
the  theatres,  as  they  then  were,  including 
income  and  other  taxes,  due  or  delinquent. 
In  a schedule  attached  to  the  agreement, 
the  taxes  amounted  to  about  $75,000,  but 
some  were  omitted. 

“Any  credits  Ray  Schreiber  got  in  the 
way  of  a discount  on  these  accounts,  he 
was  supposed  to  pay  to  Jake. 

“Jacob  Schreiber  was  represented  by 
Sam  Shapero  as  attorney,  and  Ray  by 
Maurice  McMahon. 

“It  is  claimed  that  Shapero  drew  up  an 
absolute  bill  of  sale  for  $29,000,  leaving 
out  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre,  also  leaving 
Jacob  Schreiber  and  his  wife  to  pay  their 
income  taxes,  then  some  $7,000  delin- 
quent, and  also  leaving  out  the  provisions 
about  the  discount  credits. 

“Raymond  Schreiber  renewed  a lease 
which  expired  on  a parking  lot  adjoining 
the  Colonial  Theatre  in  his  own  name  in- 
stead of  that  of  his  uncle. 

“The  agreement  was  also  drawn  to  pro- 
vide that  stock  of  the  new  Midwest  Thea- 
tres should  be  issued  to  Ray  only,  and 
he  was  to  hold  it  for  benefit  of  Jacob 
in  escrow. 

"Board  of  Arbitrators'' 

“Shapero  and  McMahon  were  to  act  as 
a board  of  arbitrators  to  decide  when  the 
debts  should  be  paid. 

“As  soon  as  the  agreement  went  through, 
McMahon  was  put  out,  and  Shapero  be- 
came attorney  for  Ray  Schreiber,  and 
has  been  on  his  payroll  since. 

“We  are  asking  for  either  a modified 
agreement  to  include  the  points  omitted,  or 
the  appointment  of  a receiver  for  the  the- 
atres to  handle  the  payment  of  the 
debts.” 

Newman  said  it  was  understood  that  Ray 
Schreiber  never  put  any  money  into  the 
deal,  although  he  was  supposed  to  have 
put  $5,000  into  Midwest  Theatres.  He 
added  that  “the  only  reason  for  organiz- 
ing either  Midwest  or  R.  S.  Holding  Co. 
was  to  make  it  so  complicated  Jacob 
Schreiber  couldn’t  imderstand  it.” 

Ray  Schreiber  declined  to  answer  the 
points  charged  at  this  time,  saying,  “I 
deny  all  allegations  made.  A detailed  an- 
swer will  be  filed  shortly.” 

Status  of  the  suit  filed  in  federal  court 
a week  ago  by  Ray  Schreiber  against  Co- 
operative Theatres  may  be  affected  by  the 
outcome  of  this  new  one,  inasmuch  as  Ray 
Schreiber  would  have  little  interest,  aside 
from  his  own  Palmer  Park  Theatre,  in 
prosecuting  the  case  if  he  should  lose 
control  of  the  Woodward  Ave.  houses  in- 
volved in  the  latest  suit. 
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Formulate  Basis  for 
New  Operator  Scale 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exhibitors  Ass’n  is  holding  a series  of 
meetings  to  formulate  the  basis  of  a new 
operators’  agreement  on  which  the  w'age 
scale  for  the  coming  year  will  be  based. 
The  present  scale,  in  force  for  two  years, 
expires  August  31. 

The  independent  theatre  owners  who 
comprise  the  membership  of  the  associa- 
tion are  earnest  in  their  declaration  that 
they  must  have  some  relief  from  the 
lATSE.  Relief  suggested  has  been  a cut 
in  scale,  elimination  of  the  required  two 
men  in  a booth,  increased  free  time  and  a 
re-classification  of  theatres  so  as  to  lower 
the  rate  for  houses  having  under  1,000 
seats. 

While  it  is  reasonably  sure  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  secure  all  of  these  bene- 
fits, by  presenting  the  operators  this  list 
of  cures  for  present  exhibition  ills,  it  is 
hoped  some  relief  will  be  granted. 

G.  W.  Erdmann,  secretary,  has  been 
named  chairman  of  the  labor  committee 
succeeding  John  D.  Kalafat,  who  resigned 
following  25  years’  service  as  head  of  the 
committee. 

Present  scale  calls  for  $98.14  per  week 
for  two  men  in  class  “A”  houses  having 
less  than  500  seats:  $112.87  for  two  men 
in  class  “B”  houses  having  from  500  to 
800  seats:  and  $127.58  for  class  “C”  houses 
having  800  and  more  seats,  and  $166.85 
for  de  luxe  evening  theatres.  This  scale 
is  a ten  per  cent  increase  over  the  scale 
in  effect  prior  to  1937. 


Richard  Lucas  Arouses 
Autry  Song  Interest 

Pittsburgh — Western  songs  written  by 
Gene  Autry  and  featured  by  him  in  his 
new  pictures  will  be  more  widely  broadcast 
in  the  local  territory  following  a visit  of 
Richard  C.  Lucas  of  the  Western  Music 
Publishing  Co.  of  Hollywood. 

Lucas  stimulated  interest  in  these  new 
numbers  by  contacts  with  distributors,  mu- 
sic stores,  radio  program  directors,  theatre 
broadcasters,  orchestra  and  band  leaders 
and  theatre  owners  and  managers.  Songs 
featured  by  Roy  Rogers  in  his  new  film 
productions  and  other  music  from  Repub- 
lic Pictures  will  benefit  from  contacts  made 
by  Lucas  while  here. 


Wedding  Invitation 

Cleveland  — M.  B.  Horwitz,  general 
manager  of  the  Washington  circuit,  and 
Mrs.  Horwitz  announce  that  the  marriage 
of  their  daughter,  Selma,  to  “Sandy” 
Leavitt,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Leavitt, 
wi’l  be  solemnized  with  an  open  ceremony 
and  reception  on  Sunday,  August  20,  at 
8:30  p.  m.  at  the  Statler  Hotel.  Friends 
are  invited  to  both  the  ceremony  and  re- 
ception. The  young  couple  will  honeymoon 
in  Nassau  and  upon  their  return  will  move 
into  their  completely  furnished  apartment 
on  Overlook  Road. 


Cleveland's  Penn  Square 
To  Play  Foreign  Films 

Cleveland — The  Penn  Square  Theatre, 
Euclid  Ave.  and  East  55th  St.,  will  reopen 
on  or  about  September  15  with  a foreign 
film  policy,  according  to  Ralph  Rose, 
lessee. 

For  several  years  prior  to  last  season, 
the  Penn  Square  was  the  only  local  theatre 
playing  a straight  foreign  film  policy.  Last 
season  the  City  Theatre,  located  in  the 
downtown  area,  opened  with  foreign  pic- 
tures and  the  Penn  Square  reverted  to 
home  made  product.  It  is  currently  re- 
ported the  City  Theatre,  which  closed  in 
June,  will  not  reopen. 


Here  Harry  Anderson  and  Urban  An- 
derson  of  the  Associated  circuit  in 
Cleveland  present  proof  of  their  prowess 
with  rod  and  reel  to  silence  the  heck- 
lers trailing  their  recent  fishing  foray. 

MPEA  of  Cleveland 
Ranks  Still  Firm 

Cleveland — The  threatened  break  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
hibitors Ass’n,  one  of  the  oldest  organiza- 
tions of  theatre  owners  in  the  country, 
has  not  yet  materialized. 

Although  it  is  known  that  the  small  ex- 
hibitor members — the  owner  of  one  or 
two  theatres — are  not  in  sympathy  with 
the  policies  of  the  large  independent  cir- 
cuit owners,  nothing  has  been  done  about  it 
as  yet.  The  small  theatre  owners  have 
talked  about  pulling  out  of  the  associa- 
tion and  forming  one  of  their  own.  To 
date,  such  action  is  still  in  the  “talking 
stage.” 


Cleveland's  Variety 
Praised  by  Paper 

Cleveland — Editorial  praise  was  heaped 
on  the  local  Variety  Club  in  the  Press  for 
making  it  possible  for  350  underprivileged 
Cleveland  children  to  have  summer  vaca- 
tions at  camps. 

Captioned  “A  Generous  Act,”  the  edi- 
torial : 

“One  day  last  spring,  Nat  Wolf,  presi- 
dent of  Variety  Club,  looked  out  of  the 
window  of  his  offices  at  Payne  Ave.  and 
E.  23rd  St.,  to  an  empty  lot  where  a group 
of  youngsters  were  starting  a ball  game. 

“That  gave  Mr.  Wolf  an  idea  which  the 
board  of  the  club  approved.  And  so  the 
club  raised  $3,000  which  is  being  used  this 
summer  to  send  350  underprivileged  chil- 
dren to  Cleveland  camps,  each  child  get- 
ting 12  days  at  camp.  Details  were  han- 
dled by  a committee  headed  by  Frank 
Boyd. 

“So  successful  was  the  project  and  so 
pleased  were  the  members  by  it  that  they 
are  already  at  work  raising  a fund  twice  as 
large  so  that  700  children  can  be  taken 
care  of  next  year.  A series  of  club  affairs 
are  being  arranged  to  raise  the  necessary 
money. 

“Cleveland  theatre  and  motion  picture 
executives  and  others  who  belong  to  the 
Variety  Club  deserve  the  highest  praise  for 
this  worthwhile,  humanitarian  project.  It 
speaks  well  for  the  hearts  of  Variety  Club 
members.” 


Outing  Near  Lewistown 
For  Trade  August  23 

Lewistown,  Pa. — Film  distributors,  sales- 
men and  exhibitors  are  invited  to  attend 
the  first  annual  inter-territorial  stag  and 
goodwill  outing  which  will  be  staged  at 
Johnson’s  Lodge,  Center  county,  18  miles 
north  of  here  on  Route  No.  322,  Wednes- 
day, August  23. 

Paul  O.  Klingler,  Ike  Berney  and  Harold 
Cohen,  local  showmen,  will  be  honored  on 
this  occasion  and  will  be  presented  with 
goodwill  tokens. 

Members  of  the  industry  are  urged  to  as- 
semble at  the  Rialto  Theatre  at  2 p.  m. 
(eastern  standard  time)  for  a street  dem- 
onstration. Following  the  ceremonies,  the 
party  will  caravan  to  Johnson’s  Lodge. 

Burtus  Bishop  jr.  will  make  the  presen- 
tations to  the  three  local  theatre  execu- 
tives. 

Eastern  and  western  Pennsylvania  film 
men,  exhibitors  and  other  members  of  the 
trade  will  attend  the  stag  outing.  Tickets 
are  $2.50. 

Amusements  will  include  mushball  games, 
horseshoe  contests  and  other  games,  and  a 
buffet  supper  will  be  served. 

Jack  Judd  is  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  arrangements  and  he  is  being  as- 
sisted by  George  'Tice  and  Joseph  C.  Sha- 
piro. 


Reopen  Youngstown  Park 

Youngstown,  Ohio — After  being  dark  a 
month,  the  Park  Theatre  here  has  re- 
opened with  a dual  film  policy. 
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■QR.  C.  E.  HERMAN  has  the  thanks  of 
all  members  of  the  trade  who  attended 
the  seventh  annual  MPTO  corn  roast  at 
his  farm  on  Campbell’s  Run  Road  last 
Sunday.  As  in  past  years,  the  corn  was 
the  best  of  the  season  and  all  the  other 
good  eats  were  just  that,  probably  even 
more  tasty  than  before.  Three-decker 
sandwiches  with  hard-boiled  eggs,  beer 
and  soft  drinks  were  popular  throughout 
the  afternoon  and  evening.  “Doc”  has  in- 
stalled an  electric  pump  since  our  last 
visit  there  and  he  is  now  engaged  in 
rolling  a tennis  court.  So  next  year  you 
might  bring  your  tennis  racquets  along. 
Again,  the  appreciation  of  everyone  present 
for  a grand  outing  and  thanks  too  to  Tony 
Vincent,  Dr.  Herman’s  manager  at  his 
Carnegie  theatres,  who  was  in  charge  of 
foods,  etc. 

John  S.  Goshorn,  the  Irwin  Seating  Co, 
and  NTS  special  representative,  here  on 
business  this  week,  announced  a new  type 
of  theatre  chair  was  being  manufactured 
at  Irwin’s  Grand  Rapids  factory.  He  re- 
newed his  subscription  for  the  National 
edition  of  Boxoffice  . . . John  Walsh,  Ful- 
ton Theatre  manager,  returned  to  the  city 
for  the  reopening  of  the  house,  August  16, 
with  20th-Fox’s  “Second  Fiddle,”  after 
vacationing  and  serving  as  relief  man- 
ager in  Shea  theatres  in  New  England  and 
Ohio.  Oweji  Cleary,  Fulton  house  super- 
intendent, remained  on  the  job  and  was 
in  charge  of  modernizing  the  property, 
which  included,  painting  and  extensive 
roof  repairing  . . . C.  J.  Latta,  B.  F. 
“Dinty”  Moore  and  Art  England  enjoyed 
a hurried  fishing  trip  to  Ocean  City, 
Maryland,  although  there  was  no  biting. 

Robert  S.  Higgins  of  Washington,  Pa., 
and  Madonna  G.  Dunham  of  Charleroi, 
Pa.,  applied  for  a marriage  license  the 
other  day  . . . Variety  Club  will  hold  a spe- 
cial meeting  following  the  regular  dinner 
Monday  evening,  August  14,  at  which 
time  plans  for  the  co-sponsoring  of  Camp 
O’Connell  will  be  formulated.  Committee 
in  charge  of  the  drive  which  is  to  benefit 
under-privileged  children  of  Pittsburgh 
who  are  enrolled  at  Camp  O’Connell  in- 
cludes I.  Elmer  Ecker,  chairman;  John  H. 
Harris,  Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Dr.  L.  G.  Bien- 
hauer,  Dan  Hamill,  Larry  Katz,  Art  Levy, 
Burt  Bishop,  Archie  Fineman,  Jerry  Deasy, 
A1  Abrams  and  Ira  H.  Cohn  . . . Following 
Burt  Bishop,  who  presides  as  King  at  the 
August  21  dinner,  Harry  Seed  will  have 
charge  August  28. 

Lou  Vogel,  NSS  representative  covering 
the  local  southern  territory,  was  around 
town  . . . Jack  Bowman,  just  named  vice- 
president  of  the  Dancing  Masters  of  Amer- 
ica, announces  this  association  has  selected 
Pittsburgh  as  the  site  for  its  1940  con- 
vention . . . Miss  Emily  B.  Rosky,  secre- 
tary at  the  Lipman  Manufacturing  Co., 
will  vacation  next  week  . . . William  Hew- 
ett,  cub  engineer  for  Herb  Lipman,  spent 
last  week  visiting  his  fraternity  house  . . . 
Alvin  Seiler,  who  doesn’t  get  around  to  his 
Filmrow  office  very  often,  has  been  flying 
around  the  south  and  central  states  on 
business  and  pleasure  . . . James  W.  Cocke, 
district  manager  for  RCA,  and  William  C. 


Jervis,  in  charge  of  sales  for  the  local 
territory,  presented  themselves  at  the 
MPTO  corn  roast  and  shook  hands  with  a 
number  of  exhibitor  friends  . . . E.  C.  Ca- 
hill, RCA  Photophone  manager,  was  here 
from  the  Camden  home  office  . . . The 
Samuel  Richmans  are  looking  forward  to 
the  arrival  of  the  stork  this  winter. 

Eugene  Levi,  operator  for  13  years  at 
the  Brozier  Theatre,  Avella,  Pa.,  for  genial 
Phil  Brozier,  departed  for  Europe  where  he 
will  vacation  and  recoup  his  health  . . . 
Charlie  Anderson  and  Walter  Urling,  the 
Alpine  circuit  exhibitors,  were  on  a fishing 
trip  around  Baltimore  . . . The  Lou  Han- 
nas returned  from  a New  England  vaca- 
tion and  stopped  in  Atlantic  City  where 
they  chinned  with  Harry  Myers,  Bus  Poke, 
Nat  Cherkosley,  Jim  Balmer  and  Max 
Steinberg,  former  city  exhibitor,  and  where 
they  were  the  guests  of  the  N.  A.  Mala- 
noses  at  their  Ventnor  home  . . . Lou 
Rothenstein  of  Cambridge  Springs  visited 
at  the  World’s  Pair  . . . Guy  Peterson, 
Paramount’s  southern  area  salesman,  is 
now  residing  at  Morgantown,  W.  Va. 

A large  crowd  of  friends  attended  the 
Beth  Shalom  Synagogue  wedding  of  Eli  E. 
Kaufman  and  Rose  Rosenfeld,  niece  of 
David  Rosenfeld,  Sunday  evening  and  then 
saw  the  couple  off  07i  their  honeymoon  to 
Nova  Scotia  . . . John  B.  “Pop”  Kane’s  son, 
William  E.  Kane  and  Catherine  Elizabeth 
McFeaters  were  joined  in  marriage  last 
week  and  are  honeymooning  at  Quebec. 
Young  Kane  is  a school  teacher  and  has 
assisted  “Pop”  at  his  Nemo  Theatre,  Pit- 
cairn . . . Leona  Kiefer  of  the  Paramount 
exchange  changed  her  name  to  Felix  last 
week. 

The  Mort  Englands  are  due  from  their 
South  American  honeymoon  within  a few 
days  . . . Steve  Rodnenok  vacationed  in 
Delaware  . . . The  Lew  Leftons  are  taking 


in  a lot  of  sunshine  at  Miami.  Lew  is  con- 
valescing very  nicely  . . . The  Mario  Bat- 
tistons  have  returned  from  a vacation  at 
Geneva-on-the-Lake  ...  A weekend  five- 
some  at  the  Conneaut  links  included  Art 
Morrone,  “B”  Josack,  Art  England,  Max 
Shulgold  and  Herb  Shearer  . . . L.  C. 
Smart,  Monogram  auditor,  is  looking  over 
the  books  at  the  local  branch  . . . Vaca- 
tioning this  week  were  Nettie  Engel  and 
Jack  Kohler,  Columbia;  Cecelia  Kiesel- 
bach,  Dora  Sharapin  and  Mary  Carroll, 
RKO;  John  Mayer  and  Jim  McGinniss, 
M-G-M;  A1  Lostetter,  Universal,  and 
Catherine  Bohn  Flanagan,  Republic. 

Ayidy  Szwedko,  Etna  steelworker  who 
won  the  national  public  links  golf  cham- 
pionship at  Baltimore  two  weeks  ago,  was 
the  guest  of  the  Strand  Theatre,  Sharps- 
burg,  Tuesday  evening  at  a public  demon- 
stration. John  J.  Maloney  congratulated 
the  32-year-old  millworker  during  a spe- 
cial program.  Others  in  the  local  film  and 
theatre  industry  were  among  those  present. 

Edward  Salamon  has  taken  up  duties 
as  manager  of  the  WB  Regal  Theatre, 
Wilkinsburg,  having  been  promoted  from 
his  assistant  manager’s  post  at  the  Arsenal 
Theatre,  Lawrenceville.  Salamon  succeeds 
James  McHugh,  who  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Plaza  Theatre,  Bloomfield  ...  A 
number  of  Pittsburgh’s  leading  citizens 
were  guests  of  Dave  Kimelman  at  a screen- 
ing of  “Our  Leading  Citizen,”  which  stars 
Bob  Burns  . . . Variety  Barkers  are  giving 
a glad  hand  to  Maurice  Spitalny  and  his 
music-makers  at  The  Pines  . . . “Senator” 
Bob  Smeltzer,  Vitagraph  district  manager, 
was  here  on  business  last  week  with  Harry 
Seed,  branch  manager  . . . Contact  C.  C. 
Kellenberg  at  the  20th-Fox  exchange  re- 
garding tickets  for  the  first  annual  ban- 
quet of  the  ITO  of  W.  Va.,  to  be  held  at 

(Continued  on  page  80) 


ANNOUNCING 

A GIGANTIC  SUPER  COLOSSAL 
FILM  FOLK  FROLIC 

AT 

MAHONING  COUNTRY  CLUB 

GIRARD,  OHIO 

Thursday,  August  24th  — Starting  10:00  A.  M. 

TICKETS  $2.50 

Includes  Golf  All  Day  — De  Luxe  Dinner  — Dancing  — Entertainment  — 

Music 

SOUVENIRS  FOR  EVERYONE 

Valuable  Prizes  for  Poor,  Good  and  GREAT  GOLFERS  — Dice  and 
Cards  Furnished  by  the  Club 

MAIL  RESERVATIONS  NOW  TO 

MAHONING  COUNTRY  CLUB 

Liberty  Street  Extension,  Girard,  Ohio 
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RKO  Shubert  downtown,  closed  for  the 
summer  months,  reopened  August  3. 
RKO  Colonial,  Dayton,  also  threw  open  its 
doors  . . . The  Hippodrome,  Newport,  Ky., 
has  inaugurated  a Cash  Night,  $100  give- 
away, this  being  the  first  house  in  north- 
ern Kentucky  to  go  in  for  cash  prizes  . . . 
J.  H.  Davidson,  Davidson  circuit,  Lynch- 
burg, W.  Va.,  left  on  a Canadian  vacation 
and  fishing  expedition  . . . J.  H.  Whitmar, 
RKO  publicity  department,  is  vacationing 
at  Buckeye  Lake. 

The  new  salesmen’s  social  club  elected 
officers  at  the  Variety  Club,  August  4.  Al- 
though night  ball  game  proved  much  op- 
position, a goodly  number  turned  out  for 
the  election.  Rudy  Knoepfle  of  Republic 
heads  the  new  organization:  M-G-M’s 
John  Allen  is  vice-president,  and  Colum- 
bia’s Pete  Niland,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  first  regular  meeting  will  be  held 
August  20  at  1:30  p.  m.  in  the  Variety 
clubrooms,  ichen  a new  and  permaiient 
name  will  be  adopted  for  the  organization. 

Mrs.  Phil  Chakeres  and  Mrs.  Walter 
O’Brien  motored  down  from  Springfield  to 
see  the  mighty  Red’s  at  Crosley  Field,  but 
a downpour  of  rain  called  the  game  . . . 
Mike  Chakeres  is  vacationing  in  New  York. 

John  Powell,  Matoake,  W.  Va.,  visited 
the  Row.  Others  seen  at  the  exchanges 
were  George  Fettick  and  Jonas  Thomas; 
George  Delos,  booking  for  the  Delos,  Can- 
ton, and  Garden  City,  Portsmouth,  and 
Charles  Behlen,  Lexington. 

Fred  Thabet  sold  his  house  at  Nelas,  W. 
Va.,  which  has  been  closed  since  April  22 
to  J.  C.  Perkins  . . . Universal  is  inaugu- 
rating an  “Exhibitor-Sponsored  Testi- 
monial Drive,”  with  cash  awards  and  a trip 
to  the  west  coast  to  the  winning  office 
manager.  The  drive,  which  began  August 
1,  winds  up  October  28. 

Joe  Goetz,  prexy  of  Cincinnati’s  Bookers 
Club,  is  off  on  his  annual  vacation  . . . Lee 
Goldberg  of  Big  Feature  Rights  returned 
to  his  office  after  several  weeks  at  Atlan- 
tic City  . . . The  Majestic,  Columbus,  has 
changed  policy  and  is  now  showing  subse- 
quent runs  at  10-15-20  cents. 

Pete  Niland,  Columbia  representative, 
and  his  wife  were  royally  feted  at  the 
Beverly  Hills  Country  Club,  the  occasion 
being  the  celebration  of  their  20th  wedding 
anniversary,  and  also  Niland’s  birthday, 


An  Opportune  Time  to  Book 

"ABRAHAM 

LINCOLN" 

■with 

WALTER  HUSTON 

Directed  by  D.  W.  CRDTITH 
— Also  — 

"VANITY  FAIR" 

■with 

MYRNA  LOY 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges,  Inc. 

Cleveland  - Indianapolis  - Cincinnati 


making  the  occasion  doubly  congratula- 
tory. 

Chick  Weinberg  is  booking  for  Grand 
National  . . . J.  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  dis- 
trict manager,  spent  the  week  here  for 
discussions  on  the  closing  of  the  M-G-M 
“Midsummer  Contest,”  which  is  working 
out  very  satisfactorily . 

Republic’s  “She  Married  a Cop”  is  now 
ready  for  release.  “In  Old  Monterey,”  the 
latest  Gene  Autry,  is  also  ready  for  re- 
lease. 

Wess  Huss,  prexy  of  Greater  Cincinnati 
independents,  is  opening  a new  parking 
lot  at  his  Americas  Theatre,  Cincy.  Louis 
Wiethe  is  also  throwing  open  ample  park- 
ing space  adjoining  his  new  theatre  in 
Latonia,  Ky. 

Warner’s  Y.  Miller,  Sophie  Ringer  and 
Booker  Jimmy  Brunetti  are  vacationing 
. . . Local  exchanges  report  a general  busi- 
ness improvement  in  smaller  towns  in 
Ohio. 


Before  the  Sights — 

Tracy  Barham,  Paramount  theatre 
operator,  calls  on  the  home  office’s 
World's  Fair  headquarters  while  m 
New  York. 


Laud  RKO  Film 

Cleveland — George  Lefko,  local  RKO 
branch  manager,  is  receiving  reports  from 
all  over  the  territory  of  the  success  of 
“Bachelor  Mother,”  the  current  Ginger 
Rogers  picture,  which  made  a fine  show- 
ing last  week  at  Warner’s  Hippodrome 
here  and  moved  over  to  the  Allen  for  a 
second  week.  It  grossed  25  per  cent  bet- 
ter than  average  business  at  the  Hippo- 
drome. 


T.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 

White  and  Silver  Screens 
Guaranteed  Workmanship — Reasonable  Prices 
Satisfied  Customers  for  Twelve  Years 
604  WARD  AVE.,  GIRARD,  OHIO 
Phone:  Girard,  Ohio,  361-J 


pAUL  GUSDANOVIC,  it  is  a pleasure  to 

relate,  is  practically  recovered  from  his 
recent  illness  which  took  him  out  of  cir- 
culation about  a month.  He  is  back  at  his 
desk  in  the  Film  Bldg.,  holding  his  theatre 
reins  as  fast  as  ever. 

Milton  Mooney  announces  he  has  added 
several  new  members  to  his  Coooperative 
Theatres  of  Ohio  group.  They  are  Earl 
Seitz  Strand  and  Star  theatres  in  Wads- 
worth and  the  Royal  at  Chillicothe,  oper- 
ated by  John  Kaiser. 

Leslie  Dowell,  United  Artists  booker,  left 
no  trail  when  he  left  this  week  on  a vaca- 
tion. Following  the  custom,  he’s  prob- 
ably spending  the  time  around  the  picture 
theatres. 

Carl  Evers  of  Sunray  Films,  Inc.,  is  in 
New  York  looking  over  the  non-theatrical 
field.  Next  season,  he  says,  his  company 
will  concentrate  on  distribution  of  educa- 
tional and  non-theatrical  films  exclusive- 
ly. Last  season,  Smiray  handled  theatrical 
distribution  of  “The  Little  Flower.” 

Commander  Howard  Roth  of  Variety 
Post  of  the  American  Legion,  who  is  also 
a Paramount  booker,  has  set  September  8 
as  the  date  of  the  first  fall  meeting  of  the 
Post  after  a summer  of  inactivity.  Busi- 
ness of  the  day  will  be  election  of  officers. 

Ainelia  Madison,  secretary  to  Milton 
Mooney,  head  of  Cooperative  Theatres  of 
Ohio,  is  vacationing  at  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio, 
and  Mrs.  Milton  Mooney  is  substituting 
for  her. 

Aaron  Wayne  has  joined  Grand  National 
as  salesman  in  the  northern  Ohio  territory. 
The  affairs  of  the  local  office  are  under 
the  direction  of  Mae  Vincent  Rosian,  who 
is  acting  manager,  office  manager,  booker 
and  “man”-of-all-work. 

Lester  Zucker,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, invites  your  inspection  of  his  re- 
modeled exchange.  It  has  been  enlarged, 
redecorated  and  rearranged  for  better 
service  to  the  exhibitors.  Come  in  and 
have  a look.  And,  incidentally,  you  will 
learn  about  “Golden  Boy,”  to  be  released 
Labor  Day,  and  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington,” in  which  Director  Frank  Capra 
is  said  to  have  outdone  previous  film  ef- 
forts. 

“Pop”  Johnson,  commander  of  the  War- 
ner Bldg,  elevator  who  knows  all,  sees  all 
and  tells  nothing,  has  gone  to  Omaha,  the 
city  made  famous  by  “Idiot’s  Delight.” 
He’ll  tell  us  all  about  his  vacation  when 
he  returns  next  week. 

Manny  Pearlstein  of  the  Warner  thea- 
tre publicity  department  and  Mrs.  Pearl- 
stein were  all  set  to  celebrate  their  first 
wedding  anniversary  last  week  by  repeat- 
ing their  honeymoon  trip,  but  the  gods 
willed  otherwise,  so  it  was  just  a small 
family  party  in  town. 

Very  brown  and  full  of  pep  is  Dave 
Bachner,  another  member  of  the  Warner 
theatre  publicity  department,  who  has  just 
returned  from  a couple  of  weeks  at  Win- 
ona Beach,  Mich. 

Harry  Henderson  and  Nelson  Spoth  of 
the  Lorain  Fultoji  Theatre  have  gone  into 
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the  parking  lot  business  as  a side  line.  As 
H&S  Enterprises,  they  have  leased  a lot 
at  West  Z2rd  St.  and  Lorain  Ave.  and 
when  the  books  show  more  black  than  red 
ink  they  will  expand  to  other  locations. 
Good  luck,  boys! 

Charlotte  Bobin,  secretary  to  Bob  Bial 
of  Art  Guild  Studios,  is  back  from  a vaca- 
tion at  Lakeside,  Ohio  . . . Howard  P. 
Zimmer  of  the  State  Theatre,  Napoleon, 
and  the  Grand  Theatre,  Palding,  was  a 
Pilmrow  visitor. 

The  local  burlesque  season  got  under 
way  with  the  reopening  of  the  Roxy.  Com- 
plimentary to  the  World  Poultry  Congress, 
the  opening  shoiv  was  called  “Cock-a-Doo- 
dle-Doo.” 

“Four  Feathers,”  United  Artists’  de  luxe 
thriller,  had  the  boys  of  the  press  glued  to 
their  chairs  during  a recent  screening  of 
this  really  stupendous  Technicolor  picture 
of  England’s  battles  in  the  Sudan. 

The  Majestic  Theatre,  Columbus,  has 
been  added  to  the  chain  of  houses  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Ellaness  Amusement 
Co.,  Inc.,  headed  by  I.  Libson  of  Cincin- 
nati and  William  N.  Skirball  of  Cleveland. 
The  Majestic  is  the  IZth  theatre  to  come 
into  the  Libson- Skirball  circuit. 

Milton  Staub  of  the  Gustav  Hirsch  or- 
ganization of  Columbus  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  to  remodel  the  marquee  of 
the  Majestic,  Columbus,  for  the  new 
owners. 

Winsor  French,  film  critic  of  the  Press, 
has  gone  to  Hollywood  on  his  annual 
pilgrimage  to  collect  first-hand  informa- 
tion on  stars  and  pictures. 

Plans  Are  Outlined  lor 
Bowling  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — Art  Levy,  president  of  the 
Pilmrow  Bowling  League,  presided  at  the 
initial  meeting  of  captains  his  week  when 
plans  were  outlined  for  the  new  season. 

The  league  voted  to  accept  a bid  from 
the  Triangle  Bowling  Parlors,  new  recrea- 
tion center  now  being  prepared  for  open- 
ing at  529  Penn  Ave.  This  modern  bowl- 
ing parlor  will  be  managed  by  Bob  Hendel, 
nephew  of  Harry  Hendel,  city  exhibitor. 
For  a number  of  years  the  league’s  pat- 
ronage had  been  given  to  the  New  Club 
Alleys. 

At  least  eight  teams  are  being  lined  up 
for  the  new  season  which  will  open  Fri- 
day evening,  September  29. 

A new  ruling  has  disqualified  ali  former 
league  members  not  actually  employed  at 
a business  estabiishment  on  Pilmrow.  A 
team  to  qualify  under  a trade  name  must 
be  represented  by  at  least  three  employes 
of  that  particular  company.  Teams  will 
be  limited  to  six  men,  with  the  five  high- 
est scores  counted.  Aii  games  will  be 
started  promptly  at  8:30  p.  m. 

Complete  lineups  will  be  announced 
within  the  next  week  or  two,  according 
to  Levy,  who  always  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  league,  and  who  is  serving  his 
first  term  as  president. 


New  Paramount  Writer 

Hollywood — Leonard  Lee  has  joined 
Paramount’s  scripting  department. 


Thealre  for  a New 
Shopping  Center 


Pittsburgh — The  John  Lachman  prop- 
erty fronting  on  Brownsville  Road  has 
been  selected  as  the  site  for  a centralized 
shopping  center  which  will  include  a mod- 
ern theatre  in  Brentwood  borough. 

A super  market  and  19  other  stores 
with  the  theatre,  representing  an  invest- 
ment of  $200,000,  will  be  included  in  the 
venture  at  Mock  Ave.  and  Ciairton  Blvd. 


Boothman  Is  Remodeling 
Wheeling  Acquisition 

Pittsburgh  — The  Temple  Theatre, 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has  been  acquired  by 
K.  F.  Boothman  and  the  house  is  now 
closed  for  modernization. 

Boothman,  who  specializes  in  the  opera- 
tion of  theatres  for  colored  patronage, 
operates  the  Mingo  at  Mingo  Junction. 

The  Temple  will  be  ready  for  reopening 
on  Labor  Day,  Boothman  states. 


The  Yukon  Is  Leveled  by 
Fire  in  Yukon.  W.  Va. 

Pittsburgh — Yukon  Theatre,  Yukon,  W. 
Va.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  week.  The 
house  was  operated  by  Roy  Warden. 


Malanos  to  Build  in 
East  McKeesport.  Pa. 

Pittsburgh — Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  A.  Mala- 
nos, East  Pittsburgh  theatre  owners,  now 
vacationing  in  the  east  and  at  the  Worid’s 
Fair,  will  start  construction  of  a new  thea- 
tre at  East  McKeesport  upon  their  return, 
they  stated  before  departing. 


Modernize  Hilltop  and 
Capitol  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — Hiiltop  and  Capitol  thea- 
tres, owned  by  the  Buena  Vista  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  have  been  modernized  and  new 
fixtures  have  been  instailed.  Both  houses 
have  been  freshly  decorated  by  William 
Naidenoff  of  Pitt  Art  Studios. 


Marousis  May  Build  New 
Theatre  in  New  Castle 

Pittsburgh — Speer  Marousis,  New  Cas- 
tle exhibitor,  is  studying  plans  for  the 
possible  entry  of  a new  theatre  for  that 
city.  He  announced  the  purchase  of  the 
Fountain  Inn  Hotel  there  last  week,  stat- 
ing he  was  considering  converting  the  first 
floor  into  a modern  theatre. 


Construction  Starting  on 
300-Seater.  Pine  Grove 

Pittsburgh — Construction  was  to  start 
this  week  on  a new  300-seat  theatre  at 
Pine  Grove,  W.  Va.,  for  Lem  Harvey. 

Lem  Harvey  is  an  exhibitor  at  Mounds- 
ville,  W.  Va.,  and  is  a former  court  magis- 
trate. James  Works  recently  opened  the 
Grove,  a second-floor  auditorium  house  at 
Pine  Grove. 


New  Marquee  for  Rowland 
Thealre.  Phillipsburg 

Phillipsburg,  Pa. — A modern  marquee, 
constructed  by  the  Superior  Sign  Co.  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  has  been  installed  at 
the  Rowland  'Tlieatre  here.  Other  mod- 
ernizations have  been  completed. 


Film  GoH  Tourney  Near 
Girard  Taking  Shape 

Girard,  Ohio — Plans  for  the  golf  tourna- 
ment for  film  exchange  employes  and  ex- 
hibitors of  Ohio,  western  Pennsylvania  and 
West  Virginia,  to  take  place  at  Pete  Well- 
man’s Mahoning  Country  Club  near  here 
on  August  24  are  fast  taking  shape. 

A committee  of  prominent  exchange 
men  and  exhibitors  have  been  named  to 
pep  up  the  territory,  including  Joe  Trunk, 
Youngstown:  Joe  Kauffman,  Cleveland; 
Paul  Ellis,  Warren;  Ira  H.  Cohn,  Pitts- 
burgh; Jim  Alexander,  Pittsburgh;  M.  A. 
Goodman,  Cieveiand  and  Peter  Wellman, 
Girard. 

The  fee  is  $2.50  per  person. 


Control  of  State  Theatre 
In  Rivesville  to  Raspa 

Pittsburgh — John  Urse  and  Joseph 
Morrone  have  withdrawn  their  interests 
from  the  State  Theatre,  Rivesville,  W.  Va., 
with  Frank  Raspa  now  in  complete  charge. 
Urse  and  Morrone  are  interested  in  the 
Eastiand  Theatre,  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  and 
they  have  other  interests. 
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At  the  Annual  Corn  Roast — 

At  the  seventh  annual  corn  roast  at  the  Carnegie,  Pa.,  farm  of  Dr.  C.  E. 
Herman  were  these  film  men,  starting  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner  and 
then  reading  down  in  “U”  fashion:  F.  A.  Thomassey  jr.,  Harry  Fleishman, 
Peter  Alderman,  Louis  Indo,  M.  A.  Rosenberg.  Standing — M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
A.  I.  Weiner,  Jules  Lapidus,  Ira  H.  Cohn,  Mr.  Staaf.  Seated — Lou  Vogel, 
Sam  Steinberg,  Herb  Greenblatt,  Jake  Soltz,  Dave  Kimelman,  Jim  O’Keefe, 
George  Geinzer,  R.  J.  Jeffries,  Jake  Soltz,  Hymen  Goldberg,  Ed  Stuve.  Lou 
Vogel,  Frank  Panoplos,  Abe  Sternberg,  Ben  Stahl,  Harry  Fleishman.  Stand- 
ing— Junior  Dortic,  Charles  Dortic,  F.  A.  Thomassey  jr.  Seated — Bill  Scott, 
Vince  Josack,  Alvin  Seiler.  Standing — Peter  Quiter,  Harry  Passarell.  Seated — 
C.  C.  Kellenberg , Dave  Brown.  Some  of  the  ball  players — Melvin  Mann,  Bud 
Thomas,  A.  Sims,  Elwood  Olegher,  Bud  Rosenberg,  Jimmie  Sippey,  Lloyd 
Hay,  Jack  Ellstrom,  Al  Corbett,  Francis  Fleishman,  Milton  Frankel,  Junior 
Fleishman.  Standing — Carl  Miller,  Duddy  Lefton,  Eddie  Moriarty,  Irving 
Jacobs,  Charlie  Mergen.  Seated — George  Ball,  Jack  Graham,  Dave  Silver- 
man,  C.  C.  Kellenberg,  John  Zomnir,  Floyd  Bender.  A.  I.  Weiner,  Jules 
Lapidus,  Herbert  Greenblatt,  David  Kimelman  and  Ira  H.  Cohn. 


piLM  ACTRESS  Kay  Fi'ancis  has  been 
visiting  with  Novelist  Louis  Bromfield 
at  his  country  horae  near  Mansfield.  He 
returns  to  Hollywood  in  three  weeks  for  a 
final  check  on  the  Fox  adaptation  of  his 
“Tlie  Rains  Came.” 

Pete  Wood  has  parted  with  his  tonsils 
and  is  back  on  the  job  now.  The  doc  says 
he’ll  be  a new  mo/n  in  six  weeks. 

Duke  Clark  was  in  the  territory  with 
Bemie  Gardner  for  a few  days.  Para- 
mount, incidentally,  screened  “Our  Lead- 
ing Citizen”  the  other  night  at  the  censor 
board  for  Governor  Bricker. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Eveland  of  MeCon- 
■nelsville  have  returned  after  a vacation  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  . . . Ray  Miller  of  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Theatre  is  back  following  a 
Michigan  vacation  . . . And  Bill  Pullin, 


Variety  Club  prexy,  is  back  from  Tennessee. 

Schine  managers  from  this  territory  in 
Gloversville  for  the  convention  included; 
Frank  Nolan,  Athens,  Athens;  John  Man- 
uel, Strand,  Delaware;  Jim  Platt,  Vernon, 
and  Ron  Sturgess,  Vine,  Mt,  Vernon;  Bill 
Selman,  Forum,  Newark;  Ed  Mott,  Wooster, 
Wooster,  and  Bob  Anthony,  Piqua,  Piqua. 

Maurice  Ridge,  manager  of  the  old  Para- 
mont  exchange  about  ten  years  ago,  is 
visiting  friends  . . . John  Frye,  RKO  treas- 
urer, is  vacationing  ...  In  case  you  have 
been  wondering , Ethel  Chesbrough  is  not 
affiliated  with  Theatre  Service,  Inc.,  al- 
though Bill  Chesbrough  is  connected. 

The  annual  outing  of  the  Variety  Club 
was  held  Monday  afternoon  and  evening. 
Despite  threatening  weather  nearly  300 
attended.  Our  vote  for  the  barker  having 
the  best  time  goes  to  Leo  Yassenoff. 


Free  Shows  in  Canlon 
Terrilory  a Target 

Canton,  Ohio — A ray  of  light  for  those 
theatre  owners  who  suffer  from  the  com- 
petition of  free  outdoor  shows  is  reported 
by  the  ITO  of  Ohio.  At  least  a dozen 
communities  in  the  greater  Canton  area 
enjoy  free  shows  one  night  a week,  through 
cooperation  of  merchants  or  through  ef- 
forts of  out-of-town  promoters. 

Commenting  on  the  practice  of  small 
town  merchants  offering  free  outdoor  films, 
one  small  town  newspaper  seems  to  be 
definitely  opposed  to  the  idea,  putting 
thumbs  down  in  these  words: 

“So  far  as  we  can  see,  the  free  movie 
each  Saturday  night  does  several  things, 
as  follows: 

“1 — Keeps  people  awake  in  the  adjoin- 
ing neighborhood,  and  is  therefore  a nuis- 
ance generally; 

“2 — Keeps  children  out  of  their  beds 
later  than  they  should  be; 

“3 — Draws  trade  away  from  the  stores; 

“4 — Competes  with  a legitimate  enter- 
prise, which  operates  year-round  and 
brings  trade  into  the  community; 

“5 — Provides  very  bum  entertainment,  at 
best.” 


Monarch  Pictures  Renews 
Franchise  With  Judell 

Pittsburgh — Monarch  Pictures  has  re- 
newed its  franchise  with  Producers  Pic- 
tures Corp.  for  local  release  of  the  prod- 
uct for  the  1939-40  season  from  this  up- 
and-coming  independent  company  headed 
by  Ben  Judell. 

A new  contract  was  signed  several 
months  ago,  Milton  Lefton  of  Monarch 
stated  this  week.  The  local  exchange  has 
entered  into  negotiations  with  other  inde- 
pendent producers  and  has  signed  con- 
tracts with  others  for  new  product.  The 
Judell  deal  alone  guarantees  approxi- 
mately a release  a week,  Lefton  announces. 


Krieger  Makes  Deal  for 
New  Hoiiberg  Product 

Pittsburgh — Louis  Krieger,  manager  of 
International  Pictures  Distributing  Co., 
Inc.,  1022  Forbes  St.,  has  acquired  the  lo- 
cal rights  for  the  new  J.  H.  Hoffberg  prod- 
uct. Initial  release  will  be  “Escape  From 
Yesterday,”  he  announced  this  week. 

In  addition  to  this  new  product,  Krieger, 
who  pioneered  in  film  distribution  here  31 
years  ago,  has  signed  with  other  producers 
and  distributors  for  additional  product. 


Father  Denied  Guardianship 

Detroit — Probate  Judge  O’Brien  having 
denied  a petition  filed  by  her  father, 
George  W.  StiUwagon,  to  appoint  him  her 
guardian,  Linda  Ware,  14-year-old  Detroit 
film  star,  will  remain  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Anna  K.  StiUwagon. 
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w J.  TURNBULL  is  displaying  Variety 
golf  tournament  prizes  in  National 
Theatre  Supply  windows.  Those  noted  to 
date  include:  Sam  Ackerman,  military 
brush  set;  Paramount,  grill  sandwich  set; 
Universal,  coffee  maker;  Excellent,  toaster 
set;  M-G-M,  electric  percolator  set;  Film 
Exchange  Drugs,  clock,  binoculars,  and 
pipe  rack;  Art  Kaplan,  candid  camera; 
George  McArthur,  flashlight. 

Barney  Kilbride  and  associates  are  go- 
ing to  remodel  the  Alhambra  . . . Jack 
Haley  of  Jam  Handy  has  bought  an  air- 
plane for  his  various  travels. 

Charlie  Garner  spends  a lot  of  time 
swimming  during  hot  weather  . . . Mrs. 
Irving  Belinsky  has  spruced  up  the  Film 
Drug  Cafe.  Note  those  new  tablecloths. 

J.  B.  Krul’s  Fredro,  retitled  the  King 
Theatre,  is  getting  a new  front  . . . George 
Flucksa  and  John  Tatu  are  spending  $64,- 
000  on  remodeling  their  Cameo. 

Joseph  Ellul  is  engaged  in  altering  his 
Regal  . . . Saul  Korman  is  getting  new 
marquee  and  signs  for  the  Grant  . . . 
Building  permit  for  Jack  Broder’s  new 
Time  Theatre  has  been  issued.  It  will  be 
a miniature  type. 

The  name  of  Koppin,  once  that  of  two 
of  the  largest  Detroit  circuits  operated  by 
brothers,  disappears  as  a Detroit  street 
name,  with  Koppin  Ave.  being  renamed 
Hillcrest.  Henry  Koppin  jr.  is  now  man- 
ager of  the  Uptown. 

E.  D.  Straight  of  Bennett  & Straight, 
Detroit  theatre  architects,  is  vacationing 
in  Minnesota  with  his  family  . . . Harold 
Lund,  division  manager  of  Ross  Federal 
Service,  spent  several  days  in  Detroit  on  a 
business  trip. 

Your  scribe’s  absence  was  the  occasion  of 
a trip  to  the  Smokies,  Muscle  Shoals,  the 
Ozarks  and  points  between,  including  a 
visit  at  the  home  of  Boxoffice  in  Kansas 
City.  Statistics:  We  covered  4,700  miles 
and  17  states.  Saw  the  birthplace  of  Bob 
Burns  at  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  and  they  are 
doing  a real  fob  in  the  Ozarks  on  the  world 
premiere  of  “Our  Leading  Citizen,”  with 
one-sheets  all  over  the  hills. 

Harold  Wendt,  watchman  at  Wilding 
Picture  Productions,  died  as  the  result  of 
gunshot  wounds,  which,  police  said,  were 
self-inflicted.  His  mother  survives  . . . 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  set  a house  record 
at  the  Michigan,  playing  two  weeks. 

Bea,  baby  elephant  hailing  from  De- 
troit, and  who  was  the  “little”  pet  for 
Tarzan’s  son  in  the  film,  is  dead  . . . Abe 
Schiller  has  booked  the  big  Soap  Box 
Derby  at  Akron,  with  a “Barker”  as  the 
keynote  of  the  presentation. 

John  Manning,  managing  editor  of  the 
Detroit  Times,  is  on  the  committee  to  se- 
lect the  second  national  Variety  Humani- 
tarian Award. 

Susan  Hayward  was  the  stellar  attrac- 
tion at  the  preview  of  “Beau  Geste”  at  the 
Regent.  Paramount’s  John  Howard  was 
geyiial  host-in-chief  . . . The  Z boys — M. 


Zala  and  M.  Zipperman — are  expected  to 
reopen  the  Cinema  next  month,  continu- 
ing a special  film  policy. 

Pete  Simon,  Universal  newsreelman, 
busy  redecorating  his  home,  was  called  out 
to  “shoot”  the  GM  strike  but  nothing  ex- 
citing happened.  Pete  may  be  official 
cameraman  at  the  Variety  golf  tournament 
. . . Harry  F.  Nichols,  well  known  to  most 
Michigan  exhibitors,  is  a visitor  from 
Hollywood. 

That  recommend  (?)  for  Charlie  Collins 
in  this  column  a couple  of  weeks  back  was 
just  a gag,  in  case  you  didn’t  recognize  it. 
Charlie’s  ability  is  really  appreciated 
around  here. 

Nat  Haase  of  Metro  Premium  has  re- 
turned from  a quick  trip  to  Boston,  at- 
tending the  funeral  of  his  wife’s  mother, 
Mrs.  Besse  Kasson  . . . Irwin  Pollard 
grabbed  our  reportorial  pencil  to  do  some 
reporting  of  his  own. 

John  Dembeck  and  Carmen  Morales, 
seen  coming  into  the  building  together,  but 
it  was  mere  coincidence  ...  A certain 
brunette  at  RKO  says  there’s  nothing  to 
those  rumors  about  Oscar. 

Gus  Greening,  dean  of  Detroit  managers, 
is  in  better  health  and  spirits,  friends  re- 
port . . . Dorothy  Schechter  and  Jack 
Sturm  of  20th-Fox  are  off  on  vacations. 

Film  baseball  team  will  play  General 
Tobacco  with  the  prize  to  be  a new  ball 
and  bat  . . . Lloyd  Hammond  has  returned 
from  New  York  and  Chicago  arranging 
the  national  release  date  for  “Film  Fum- 
bles” for  September  17. 

Max  Roth,  Republic  division  manager, 
was  in  town  from  Chicago  . . . George  Cus- 
er.  Monogram  booker,  has  returned  from  a 
vacation  at  Fonda  Lake  . . . Ann  O’Donnell 
was  out  of  town  Monday.  Was  it  Chelsea 
again? 

Jack  Ferentz,  business  agent  of  the  mu- 
sicians, is  vacationing  . . . Winner  of  Va- 
riety’s golf  tournament  will  have  a chance 
to  go  to  the  national  at  the  Dallas  conven- 
tion next  year  . . . Walter  Stebbins  is  va- 
cationing in  town. 

Harold  Robinson’s  Film  Truck  Service 
has  a completely  remodeled  office,  new 
wood  paneling,  air  conditioning  and  all  . . . 
A1  Rupert,  owner  of  the  Rupert,  is  off  to 
California. 

Terry  DeLapp,  Paramount  publicist, 
stopped  off  to  see  John  Howard  for  a cou- 
ple of  days  on  his  way  east  with  Susan 
Hayward  . . . Bob  Gillham,  director  of  ad- 
vertising for  Paramount,  was  in  from  New 
York  in  connection  with  the  advertising 
carhpaign  on  “Beau  Geste,”  to  open  at  the 
Michigan  the  first  week  of  September. 

John  Howard  advises  that  reservations 
for  the  golf  tournament  are  closing  Friday, 
August  18,  and  last-minute  entries  are  out. 
Starting  times  will  be  posted  Saturday 
morning. 

John  Dembeck,  M-G-M  booker,  was 
“crippled”  after  a friendly  ball  game  at 


Stony  Point  . . . Joe  Tracy,  Vitagraph,  got 
a 369-pound  tuna  (he  says)  at  Plum  Isl- 
and, Mass.,  on  his  vacation. 

Variety  Barker  Richard  W.  Reading  is 
filing  petitions  for  reelection  as  mayor  of 
Detroit  . . . Price  Premiums  name  has 
disappeared  from  Art  Robinson’s  door. 
What’s  the  reason?  Art,  anyway,  has  a 
beautiful  new  silverware  deal  to  get  en- 
thusiastic over. 

Jack  Saxe  and  J.  Ollie  Brooks  enter- 
tained Harlan  Starr  and  Claire  Townsend 
at  their  cottage.  The  guests  decamped  with 
all  the  dough;  Jack  and  Ollie  have  decid- 
ed to  give  up  playing  cards  . . . Frank 
Wetsman,  after  a life-time  of  fishing  on 
the  Au  Sable,  has  come  down  to  lake  fish- 
ing and  he’s  using  worms! 

E.  T.  (Peck)  Gomersall  and  L.  J.  Mc- 
Ginley  of  Seattle  were  in  town  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exhibitor-sponsored  testi- 
monial to  Universal’s  Nate  Blumberg.  Mc- 
Ginley  held  a meeting  of  the  Universal 
staff  here  before  flying  to  Milwaukee. 

Mary  Blackburn,  Mutual  Theatres’  tele- 
phone girl,  is  vacationing  up  north  . . . 
Helen  Brown,  Metro  Premium  secretary, 
spent  hers  at  home,  golfing  daily  . . . Syl- 
via Schiffman  seen  making  a big  rush 
down  the  hall. 

Persida  (Petey)  North  of  Grand  Na- 
tional is  leaving  for  a trip  to  Key  West, 
Fla.  . . . Eddie  Heiber’s  big  excitement 
these  days  is  over  the  prospects  for  that 
big  new  feature,  “When  Tomorrow  Comes.” 

Bud  Cusick  is  vacationing  in  northeryi 
Michigan,  with  Roy  Ruben  reported  down 
east,  and  Owen  Blough  on  a trip  to  parts 
unknown  . . . Jack  Ferentz  booked  LeRoy 
Smith’s  band  for  a repeat  date  at  Veterans’ 
Hospital  . . . Chuck  Scher  is  the  gentleman 
frequently  adorning  the  fireplug  where  the 
Colonial  Theatre  gang  hangs  out. 

Harvey  Trombley,  M-G-M  shipper,  re- 
turned from  a vacatien  to  Minneapolis 
where  he  saw  Art  Zuelch,  formerly  booker 
here.  Art  will  be  back  here  for  a visit  in 
September  . . . Film  ball  team  won  a new 
baseball  this  week  and  another  victory 
over  the  Bengal  Athletic  Club. 

Wolverine  Doings 

Bob  Pennell,  live-wire  young  exhibitor 
formerly  at  Berrien  Springs  and  lately 
manager  of  a house  at  Albion,  has  taken 
over  the  Coliseum  at  Bronson  from  R.  R. 
Thick  and  Gale  Werner  . . . Pontiac’s  six 
houses,  Butterfield  owned,  are  cooperating 
on  300  passes  to  be  given  to  courteous  car 
drivers  by  local  police. 


The  new  Esquire  Theatre  at  Grosse 
Pointe  is  being  seated  now,  George  W. 
Carr,  International  representative,  reports. 


W.  G.  Thick  and  son,  Bob,  of  Marshall 
were  in  town  booking.  Garth,  the  other 
partner-son,  is  recovering  slowly  from 
paratyphoid,  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  dis- 
eases. 


Henry  Galster  of  the  Temple,  Petoskey,  is 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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donating  an  electric  fan  as  a prize  in  the 
Variety  golf  tournament  . . . Jim  Olsen, 
the  Clare  exhibitor,  has  bought  himself  an 
airplane  and  now  flies  to  Detroit  to  book. 


Leland  Sanshie,  20th-Fox  booker,  has 
returned  from  a vacation  at  Kalamazoo 
with  ten  more  pounds  . . . Frank  Lee,  own- 
er of  the  Lee’s  at  Three  Oaks,  is  reported 
building  a new  and  larger  house  of  the 
same  name. 


Maj.  Herbert  Schilds,  Columbia  sales- 
man stationed  at  Grand  Rapids,  was  in  on 
his  periodical  visit  Monday  . . . Mrs.  Alice 
Cornell,  manager  of  the  Galewood  at 
Grand  Rapids,  is  recovering  from  an  ap- 
pendectomy. 


Joe  Dabek  and  wife  of  the  Senate,  Sagi- 
naw, are  vacationing  in  northern  Michi- 
gan . . . Mrs.  William  Murray,  wife  of  the 
manager  of  the  Savoy,  Grand  Rapids, 
died  from  cancer.  Her  husband  and  two 
children  survive. 


Pearl  Sprott,  Allied  Theatres  office  man- 
ager, was  on  a goodwill  tour  in  the  east- 
ern side  of  the  state.  She  reports  business 
much  better  than  anticipated. 


Fred  Pennell,  who  has  the  house  at  De- 
catur, has  taken  over  the  State  at  Hart- 
ford from  Walter  Woodward  and  re- 
named it  the  Heart  . . . Frank  I.  Wixom’s 
annual  Lumberjack  Picnic,  attended  by 
tens  of  thousands,  will  be  held  August  23 
at  Edenville.  His  son  is  Clyde  Wixom.  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Columbia. 


Rex  Beach,  born  at  Atwood,  Mich.,  just 
isn't  interested  in  having  a marker  put 
up  there  at  his  birthplace,  a local  com- 
mittee who  worked  on  the  idea,  reports 
. . . William  Schulte  has  definitely  taken 
over  the  Strand  at  Tecumseh  from  Floyd 
Guy  and  the  Elvona  at  Blissfield  from  Lee 
Corbett.  Guy  is  also  reported  building  at 
Blissfield. 


William  S.  Roberts  is  taking  over  the 
Our  at  Berrien  Springs  from  Hall  Radliff 
. . . Walter  Shafer  has  set  a September  1 
opening  for  his  Shafer  at  Garden  City. 
George  McArthur  is  furnishing  the  equip- 
ment. Likewise  for  the  Esquire  Theatre  at 
Grosse  Pointe,  set  to  open  August  22. 


An  upstate  exhibitor’s  idea  of  heaven, 
we  are  told,  is  a job  as  a manager  in  the 
big  city.  And  we  know  some  big  town 
managers  who  would  like  to  run  a small 
town  house  where  they  could  be  their 
own  boss. 


Mrs.  William  MUlard.  63,  proprietor  of 
the  Star  at  Gladwin,  died  in  Saginaw  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Pauline 
Heslop,  who  has  managed  the  house  for 
the  past  year,  will  continue  to  run  it. 


Hal  Burriss  of  Coulter  Premiums  is 
back  from  three  weeks  at  Grayling,  shoot- 
ing, hunting  and  fishing  on  the  Au  Sable 
. . , Fred  C.  Dickely  and  Cliff  Giesseman 
of  Altec  were  also  at  Grayling. 


Testimonial  in  Detroit 
In  Honor  of  Nat  Levy 

Detroit — A testimonial  dinner  to  Nat 
Levy,  RKO  division  manager,  who  has  been 
transferred  from  Detroit,  will  be  given 
here  September  30.  The  event  is  being 
sponsored  by  Variety  Club. 

Eddie  Heiber  of  Universal  is  chairman 
of  the  committee  in  charge,  which  includes 
other  branch  managers  including  John 
Howard,  Paramount:  Lester  Sturm,  20th- 
Fox;  William  Flemion,  Excellent:  Sam 
Seplowin,  Republic:  Harlan  Starr,  Mono- 
gram: Moe  Dudelson,  United  Artists: 
Frank  J.  Downey,  M-G-M:  F.  E.  North, 
Vitagraph:  Carl  Shalit,  Columbia,  and 
James  F.  Sharkey,  RKO. 


Frank  M,  McBride  Dies  in 
A Wilkinsburg  Hospital 

Pittsburgh — Frank  M.  McBride,  veteran 
exhibitor  at  Trafford  City,  Pa.,  died  last 
week  at  Columbia  Hospital,  Wilkinsburg. 

Funeral  was  from  the  home  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Malley,  Trafford  City, 
with  requiem  mass  in  St.  Regis  Catholic 
Church.  Interment  was  at  the  new  St. 
Joseph’s  Cemetery,  East  McKeesport. 

The  deceased  was  a merchant  at  Traf- 
ford City,  as  well  as  owner  of  the  Mc- 
Bride Theatre. 


In  Old  Kentucky 

By  SCOTTY  DE  VEAUX  

^FTER  taking  his  13-year-old  daughter 
to  a summer  camp  at  Cumberland 
Furnace,  Va.,  W.  P.  Horsefield,  who  oper- 
ates the  Morgan  Theatre,  Morganfield, 
went  on  to  Washington.  He  made  a sight- 
seeing tour  of  the  capitol  and  caught  some 
forthcoming  features  at  major  exchanges. 

Cale  B.  Seale  of  Ravenna  has  taken  over 
the  320-seat  Palace  at  Sebree  and  will  re- 
model the  house.  Seale,  for  15  years  a 
railroad  man,  is  new  in  the  industry. 


Leo  Keiler,  president  of  Columbia  The- 
atres, operating  four  houses  in  Paducah, 
who  is  summering  at  his  Charlevoix,  Mich., 
home,  is  contemplating  a fishing  trip  into 
Canada. 


In  Pikesville,  John  Marvin  Yost,  vice- 
president  and  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  is  a great  believer  in  the 
honesty  of  mankind.  He  makes  many 
loans  to  students,  without  security,  who 
desire  a higher  education  but  who  are 
unable  to  afford  one.  One  of  Darryl 
Zanuck’s  agents,  Edwin  Blum,  was  here 
recently  getting  information  from  Yost  for 
a film  to  be  built  around  the  adage,  “Hon- 
esty is  the  best  policy.” 


A new  1,000-seater  will  be  built  by  Cres- 
cent in  Princeton.  Structure  will  include 
a 200-seat  balcony  and  will  cost  about 
$70,000.  T.  J.  Simmons,  who  managed 
Crescent’s  Savoy  here  and  which  was  torn 
down,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  new  house. 


Crescent  has  taken  over  the  Roxy,  Earl- 
ington,  from  E.  W.  Dozier.  B.  S.  Murphy 
is  being  retained  as  manager. 


(Continued  from  page  75) 
the  Waldo  Hotel,  Clarksburg,  Tuesday, 
September  26. 


Those  who  attended  the  Lewistown-Mif- 
flin  County  Fair  last  week  were  made 
“Chips”  conscious  by  Paul  O.  Klingler, 
manager  of  the  Rialto  there  and  Charles 
Baron,  representative  of  M-G-M.  A 12x35 
foot  banner  on  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips” 
draped  the  mam  entrance  of  the  Grand- 
stand and  could  be  seen  for  a quarter  of 
a mile.  Another  12- foot  banner  was  placed 
7iear  the  stage.  Both  signs  were  illumi- 
nated. Although  there  was  no  MPTO  di- 
rectors meeting  last  Friday  several  mem- 
bers were  present  at  headquarters  for  an 
informal  session.  They  discussed  film  con- 
tract terms,  the  coming  convention  and 
the  corn  roast  . . . Homer  Michael  is  look- 
ing after  things  on  the  South  Side  as  his 
dad  and  mother,  the  Louis  Michaels  va- 
cation at  Atlantic  City  . . . The  John  O. 
Hooleys  enjoyed  a Canadian  boat  trip  . . . 
Irving  Dietz  has  returned  to  New  York 
and  George  “B”  Josack  is  handling  all  the 
fight  pictures  here. 

Michael  Karolcik,  Perryopolis  exhibitor 
and  Fayette  county  commissioner,  has  been 
endorsed  and  slated  by  three  tickets  for 
re-nomination.  A Filmrow  booker  the  other 
day,  Mike  stated  that  Mrs.  Karolcik  had 
returned  from  a vacation  at  the  World’s 
Fair.  He  renewed  his  Boxoffice  subscrip- 
tion and  hurried  back  to  Fayette  county 
to  get  his  political  campaign  under  way 
. . . Leon  Reichblum,  who  operates  the- 
atres at  Charleroi,  Wilkinsburg  and  Cas- 
tle Shannon,  advises  those  interested  in 
visiting  the  World’s  Fair  to  go  now.  Every- 
thing’s ready  and  there  are  many  exhibits, 
demonstrations  and  “color”  to  please,  edu- 
cate and  amuse  one  and  all,  Leon  says 
. . Edgar  Moss,  20th-Fox  district  mana- 
ger, was  in  and  out  the  other  day. 

Rhumba  Theatre  Circuit  Day  will  be 
celebrated  at  the  Variety  Club  Monday, 
August  14.  Jake  Soltz  will  be  King  for  the 
Day  . . . M-G-M  Day  will  be  observed  the 
following  Moiiday  with  Burtus  Bishop  jr. 
as  King  . . . Variety  Club  ivill  open  the 
new  season  of  Family  Nights  early  in  Sep- 
tember with  Saturdays  designated  as  Fam- 
ily Night  instead  of  Fridays,  according  to 
Ira  H.  Cohn,  chief  barker  . . . Bob  Free- 
man is  still  working  on  a proposed  theatre 
equipment  agency  for  the  local  area  . . . 
Ben  Amdur  says  the  nicest  things  about 
Boxoffice.  So  does  Al  Weiss. 

Many  members  of  the  local  industry 
moved  to  Wildwood  this  week  to  “take  in” 
the  open  golf  tournament  sponsored  by  the 
Dapper  Dans.  Some  even  postponed  vaca- 
tions in  order  not  to  miss  this  big  event 
which  was  covered  by  all  newsreels  . . . 
Here’s  another  plug  for  the  World’s  Fair 
(we  just  can’t  seem  to  get  away  from  it) : 
The  Variety  Club  is  distributing  a 16-page 
booklet  which  describes  a “planned”  visit 
to  “Tlie  World  of  Tomorrow.”  These  guides 
are  free  . . . Mannie  Greenwald,  who  has 
spent  a large  part  of  the  summer  golfing 
hereabouts,  is  returning  to  the  Barry  The- 
atre which  he  will  open  around  September 
1.  The  Penn  avenue  house  is  being  reno- 
vated. 
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RKO  Boston  Resumes 
Vaude  in  September 

Boston — Vaudeville  is  scheduled  to  re- 
turn to  de  luxe  Boston  next  month  when 
the  RKO  house  will  swing  back  into  stage 
shows.  Tentative  plans  are  for  City  Man- 
ager Ben  Domingo  to  book  three-day 
weekend  flesh  into  the  3,246-seater.  The 
footlight  sequences  will  be  supplemented  by 
single  features,  whereas  double  features 
was  the  general  rule  for  the  part-week 
booking  last  year. 

The  new  policy  will  probably  start  Sep- 
tember 22.  Films  will  be  generally  second- 
run,  but  occasional  new  product  will  be 
interspersed.  Double  features  will  be  run 
on  the  fleshless  days,  Mondays  through 
Thursdays. 

Red  King,  present  publicity  assistant  to 
Jack  Granara,  will  again  double  in  the  role 
of  RKO  Boston  stage  manager. 


Burlesque  Will  Supplement 
Films  at  Loew's  Gayety 

Boston — E.  M.  Loew  plans  to  supple- 
ment film  with  burlesque  in  the  Gayety 
Theatre  in  the  new  booking  policy  sched- 
uled to  get  under  way  September  14.  The 
Gayety,  which  has  been  grinding  out  sub- 
sequent-runs  these  past  few  years  with 
occasional  stretches  of  vaudeville,  is  one 
of  the  Hub’s  old-time  burlesque  palaces. 


Independent  Exhibitors 
Meeting  September  12 

Boston — Arthur  K.  Howard,  business 
manager  of  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  has  tentatively  scheduled  the  next 
general  meeting  of  the  Allied  segment  for 
September  12  at  20  Shawmut  St.  head- 
quarters. 


Allied's  Eastern  Directors  May 
Convene  in  Atlantic  City 

Boston — Frank  Lydon,  Allied  eastern  re- 
gional vice-president,  told  Boxoffice  this 
week  that  the  long-scheduled  eastern  di- 
rectors’ meeting  might  take  place  in  At- 
lantic City  during  the  September  conven- 
tion of  New  Jersey  Allied. 


Malcarni  Acquires  Pratt 
Theatre  at  Deep  River 

Deep  River,  Conn. — Essex  Square  Thea- 
tre, Inc.,  of  which  Lee  Malcarni  is  the 
principal,  has  purchased  the  499-seat 
Pratt’s  Theatre  here,  formerly  operated 
by  Louis  E.  Pratt,  and  has  closed  the 
house  for  complete  renovation,  and  re- 
opening on  a full-time  schedule  on  or 
about  October  1.  Pratt  will  be  retained  as 
floor  manager. 

In  addition  to  a new  front,  the  interior 
will  be  redecorated,  new  seats,  slanted 
floor,  new  projection,  screen  and  other 
equipment  will  be  installed  and  the  house 
will  be  air-conditioned. 

Malcarni  also  operates  the  Essex  and 
Clinton  theatres. 


M&R  Suit  Testimony  Dwells  on 
Newburgh  Labor  Troubles 


Boston — Testimony  in  the  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit  for  $2,100,000 
recessed  for  the  next  few  weeks,  gave  a 
detailed  once-over  to  recent  labor  trouble 
at  the  Cameo  in  Newburgh,  N.  Y.  The 
matter  was  pressed  at  length  as  an  inci- 
dent allegedly  diminishing  monetary  claims 
of  the  independent  circuit  against  major 
distributors,  when  distributor  attorney  Ed- 
ward F.  McClennen  cross  examined  Morse 
and  Rothenberg’s  district  manager,  Louis 
Simon. 

“In  the  year  1935,’’  began  McClennen, 
“was  there  something  that  came  to  your 
attention,  besides  the  dearth  of  major  pic- 
tures, affecting  attendance  at  the  Cameo 
Theatre?” 

“Nothing  of  any  special  . . . Nothing 
special,”  said  Louis  Simon. 

“You  spoke  of  it  as  being  a union  house,” 
continued  the  lawyer  for  the  majors.  “Was 
there  a time  when  it  was  subjected  to  un- 
ion picketing?” 

“Not  that  I know  of,”  said  Simon.  “I 
know  that  we  had  union  men  in  the  house 
at  all  times,  but  I remember  there  was 
some  trouble  between  the  men  in  the 
house,  the  union  men  in  the  house,  and 
Mr.  Tweed,  Jim  Tweed,  but  as  far  as  we 
were  concerned  we  had  the  same  men  there 
all  the  time.” 

“Didn’t  you  know  that  it  was  picketed?” 

“I  never  heard  of  it  being  picketed.  I 
don’t  remember  of  it  being  picketed.” 

“Didn’t  it  come  out  publicly  that  it  was 
being  picketed?”  pressed  McClennen. 

“I  don’t  remember  whether  there  was 
any  picketing.  I know  there  was  some 
trouble  between  the  men  in  the  house, 
who  were  union  men,  and  Jim  Tweed. 
What  the  incident  was  at  the  time,  wheth- 
er they  picketed  or  not,  I don’t  remember 
exactly,  whether  it  was  picketed  or  not.  I 
know  there  was  some  trouble  there  be- 
tween Jim  Tweed,  and  the  operators  at 
the  house.” 

“He  was  the  business  agent  of  the  union, 
wasn’t  he?”  Master  Philip  Hendrick  put 
in  at  this  point. 

“He  was  president  of  the  union,  and 
there  was  some  controversy  with  the 
operators,  with  his  own  operators  there,” 
responded  Simon. 

“About  the  latter  part  of  1935  he  was 
re-elected  mayor,  was  he  not?”  inquired 
McClennen. 

“I  don’t  remember  the  date,”  said  Louis 
Simon. 

“Kick-Back  Suit" 

“Now,  from  Exhibit  4077,  I call  this  to 
your  attention,  from  the  daily  report  for 
June  27,  1935:  ‘These  reports  mailed  late.  I 
was  in  court  all  day  and  night  yesterday  on 
Early’s  union  kick-back  suit.’  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  Early’s  kick-back  suit?” 

“Yes.  That  was  Early — I don’t  remem- 
ber the  name,  but  that  was  the  operator 
in  the  booth,  who  was  a member  of  the 
union  that  was  having  a controversy  with 
Tweed.  He  claimed  at  that  time  that 
Tweed  was  taking  a certain  amount  off  his 
salary  each  and  every  week  and  it  came 
into  an  open  fight  with  the  union  there 
about  it.” 


“What  was  the  kick-back  suit,  do  you 
know?” 

“I  have  some  idea  of  it.” 

“What  was  the  suit  for?” 

“It  seemed  that  Jim  Tweed  was  col- 
lecting each  and  every  week  for  himself 
part  of  the  salary  that  this  Early,  the 
other  fellow,  was  getting.” 

“No,  who  said  that?”  questioned  Mc- 
Clennen. 

George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for  the  inde- 
pendents, interjected,  “Just  a moment.” 

Master  Hendrick  stated,  “You  asked 
him  if  he  knew  anything  about  the  kick- 
back  suit.” 

“I  didn’t  want  to  stop  the  answer.  I 
wanted  to  get  this  clear  as  he  went  along,” 
said  McClennen. 

“Who  told  him  about  the  kick-back 
suit?  Is  that  what  you  mean?”  queried 
the  Master. 

“Well,  I was  trying  to  find  out  who  told 
him  about  that  feature,  but  I will  with- 
draw my  comment.” 

“No,  no.  It  is  i>erfectly  all  right.  I 
want  to  get  it  clear  in  my  own  mind,  that 
is  all.” 

“Forget  my  interruption  and  start  again 
with  your  answer,  will  you?”  McClennen 
told  the  witness. 

Alleged  Graft 

“When  this  controversy  was  going  on 
of  course  the  manager,  Mr.  Goldberg,  in- 
formed me  about  it,  and  when  I came  up 
there  I heard  the  story,  naturally.  That 
was  my  business,  to  see  that  everything  is 
going  along  smoothly  in  the  house,  and  I 
had  these  operators  that  were  in  the  booth 
come  down  and  talk  to  me,  and  Goldberg, 
and  there  was  quite  a rumpus  about  it,  I 
understand.  As  far  as  I remember,  at  that 
time  Jim  Tweed  and  his  men  had  a fight 
in  the  union  headquarters  with  this  Early 
operator,  and  they  threw  him  out.  He 
made  accusations  there,  and  he  came  out 
in  the  open — I don’t  remember  how  it  was, 
but  he  hired  a lawyer,  or  something,  to 
get  his  money  back  from  Tweed.” 

“Was  this  thing  that  was  spoken  of  as 
a kick-back  suit  a suit  by  Early  against 
Tweed?” 

“Yes,  that  was  a suit  started  by  Early 
against  Tweed.” 

“And  was  Early  still  in  your  employ?” 

“Yes.” 

“And  did  he  remain  in  your  employ?” 

“Yes.” 

"Now,  it  appears  from  this  report  that 
that  suit  was  apparently  on  trial  on  June  27, 
1935.  Have  you  any  idea  when  it  was  that 
your  operator  sued  Tweed?”  questioned 
McClennen. 

“I  don’t  know  exactly  when  he  sued 
him,”  replied  the  witness. 

“At  this  time  you  knew  of  Tweed  as  an 
influential  man  in  Newburgh,  did  you 
not?”  said  McClennen. 

“At  this  time  I knew  of  Tweed.  I don’t 
know  how  much  influence  I knew  about,” 
said  Simon. 

“Do  you  know  when  it  became  gener- 
( Continued  on  page  85) 
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MPTO's  Tournamenl 
Classed  a Success 

New  Haven — Perfect  skies  complemented 
the  “regular  day  for  regular  guys,”  Con- 
necticut MPTO’s  fom-th  annual  film  golf 
tournament  at  Racebrook  Country  Club, 
and  made  it  a memorable  occasion.  Fol- 
lowing a full  day  of  golf  and  friendly  re- 
unions, a full  course  dinner  was  served  at 
the  clubhouse,  and  71  prizes  were  awarded. 
High  spot  of  the  evening  came  when  Irving 
C.  Jacocks  jr.,  MPTO  president  and  chair- 
man of  the  day,  presented  George  Wilkin- 
scn,  operator  of  the  Wilkinson  Theatre, 
Wallingford,  with  a silver  plaque  on  behalf 
of  the  organization,  inscribed,  “To  Con- 
necticut’s Pioneer  Exhibitor  by  his  MPTO 
friends  and  associates”  Wilkinson  was  re- 
cently tendered  a testimonial  dinner  by  the 
entire  film  district. 

Among  those  who  went  home  with  val- 
uable prizes  were  the  following:  Low  gross, 
75,  Joseph  Cohen,  clock  given  by  RKO 
Radio;  low  net,  Milton  Small,  clock;  low 
net.  Chick  Lewis,  Boxoffice  golf  trophy 
clock;  low  scores;  George  Wilkinson,  doz- 
en golf  balls;  Herbert  McIntyre,  dozen 
golf  balls;  A.  J.  Smith,  onyx  ash  tray; 
I.  J.  Hoffman,  desk  set,  by  National  Screen; 
Tony  Boscardini,  silver  bull;  Charles  Casa- 
nave,  silver  table  platter;  Foursomes;  elec- 
tric razors  to  J.  F.  Mitchell,  Si  O’Toole, 
Adolph  Haas  and  H.  R.  Miller;  flannel 
coats  to  Lou  Brown,  Max  Tabackman, 
Maurice  Wolfe,  and  Herman  Rif  kin;  Hol- 
lywood shirts  to  Harry  Green,  Lewis  Gins- 
berg, William  Hutchins,  L.  Saviteer;  basque 
shirts  to  P.  Zimmerman,  Rev.  Manning, 
M.  E.  Kornbluth,  Chester  Grenier;  travel- 
ing set.  Maxwell  Hoffman;  mantel  clock, 
P.  Murray;  MPTO  cup,  Ralph  'Tliurston; 
radios,  Barney  Pitkin  and  Thomas  Donald- 
son, George  Loukides,  score  81,  best  ex- 
hibitor golfer.  Showmen's  Trade  Review 
trophy,  to  be  won  three  times;  Ralph 
Civitello,  telelist;  Jim  Casey,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox trophy;  A1  Pickus,  onyx  ash  tray; 
Jim  Maloney,  Herman  Rif  kin,  desk  set; 
Maurice  Bailey,  golf  raincoat;  I.  H.  Rogo- 
vin,  B.  E.  Hoffman,  clocks  given  by  Re- 
liable Seating;  Nathan  Mathok,  golf  bag 
given  by  Wagner  signs;  Edward  Ruff,  Mey- 
er Bailey  and  Lou  Wechsler,  Sandy  Andy 
irons  given  by  National  Screen  Accessories; 
Ben  Simon,  Venetian  glass  desk  set;  George 
Weber,  sweater;  Ben  Lomde,  silver  pitcher; 
Henry  Germaine,  cocktail  set;  Adolph 
Johnson,  rubber  electric  fan  given  by  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply;  Lou  Brown,  port- 
able radio.  Attendance  prizes  included  a 
set  of  bridge  chairs  contributed  by  Amer- 
ican Seating;  portable  radio  by  Warner 
Theatres;  cocktail  set  by  N.  C.  Wrisley; 
dish  set  by  Adolph  G.  Johnson  and  numer- 
ous others. 

Non-golfers  putting  contest  was  won  by 
T.  Boscardini;  driving  contest  by  Larry 
Miller,  282  yards.  Booby  prize  of  a child’s 
driver  went  to  Morton  Katz,  for  a score 
of  133. 


New  Pact  to  Cameraman 

Hollywood — Peverell  Marley,  20th-Fox 
cameraman,  has  been  given  a new  contract 
after  four  years  with  the  studio. 


A Perennial 
Convalescent 

Boston — "Business  is  looking  up," 
quips  a suburban  theatre  owner.  "It's 
Hat  on  its  back." 


New  Haven  Film  Outing 
Abundantly  Eventlul 

New  Haven — With  enough  events  to  fill  a 
printed  program  and  more  fun  between  the 
lines,  the  annual  film  district  outing  at 
Lake  Quonnipaug  Thursday  was  pro- 
nounced a complete  success  once  more. 
The  opening  gun  was  the  buffet  lunch- 
eon at  1;00  p.  m.,  followed  by  a softball 
game,  tug-o’-war,  3-legged  race,  row  boat 
race,  pie-eating  contest,  swimming  contest, 
shot  put,  peanut  race,  horseshoe  pitching, 
chicken  dinner  at  7;  30,  award  of  prizes, 
dancing  and  dancing  contest.  A big  hand 
was  given  Morris  Joseph,  Universal  man- 
ager, who  distributed  the  score  or  more  of 
prizes,  and  Homer  Downey,  RKO  ad  sales 
manager,  who  headed  the  committee,  as- 
sisted by  Jack  Mullen,  George  Weber,  Jerry 
Massimo,  Irving  Cooper,  Peter  Canelli, 
Katherine  Fitzgerald,  Katherine  Higgins, 
and  Freda  Kogan.  Prizes  were  contributed 
by  Boxoffice,  Yale  Co-Op,  Adolph  John- 
son, Morris  Nunes,  Herman  Pickus,  N.  C. 
Wrisley,  Marion  Berryman,  McDonald’s 
Coffee  House,  Backer’s  Men’s  Shop,  J. 
Johnson,  Jordan-Howe  Co.,  Harry’s  Shoe 
Store,  N.  H.  Shoe  Repair,  Gambardella’s 
the  Exhibitor,  and  others. 


Friars  Fourth  Annual 
Tourney  August  22 

Boston — ’Tlie  Boston  Fi'iars  Club  will 
sponsor  its  fourth  annual  film  district  golf 
tournament  at  Pine  Brook  Valley  in  Weston 
on  August  22,  ’Tuesday.  A luncheon  at 
the  club  will  precede  fairway  activities. 
A dinner,  at  which  the  many  prizes  do- 
nated by  various  film  concerns  will  be 
awarded,  is  to  climax  the  evening. 

A1  Kane,  manager  of  the  local  Para- 
mount exchange,  is  chairman  in  charge  of 
the  fourth  Friars  foray.  Ted  Fleisher, 
Interstate  booker,  is  treasurer.  Morey  Gold- 
stein of  M-G-M,  Tom  Duane  of  Para- 
mount, and  Maurice  Green  are  also  promi- 
nent on  the  committee. 


Abundance  of  Prizes  Are 
Assured  Film  Outing 

Boston — Plenty  of  prizes  for  all  events 
are  promised  by  the  committee  in  charge 
of  the  film  district  outing  which  will  be 
held  Tuesday  at  Seiler’s  Ten  Acres  in 
Wayland,  Mass.  Heading  the  committee 
in  charge,  which  includes  representatives 
of  all  film  district  fraternities  and  business 
enterprises,  are  Major  Patrick  F.  Healey  of 
the  department  of  public  safety,  Steve 
Broidy  of  Monogram,  William  Cuddy  and 
Jack  Granara  of  RKO,  and  Harry  Brown- 
ing of  M&P.  Buses  will  leave  the  film 
district  at  12;  30  and  1;00  p.  m.  Ducats 
are  going  for  a deuce. 


Citizens  Gird  Against 
Milford's  Drive-In 

Milford,  Conn. — Property  owners  sur- 
rounding the  Drive-In  Theatre,  operated 
by  the  Guarino-Mekelberg  interests  on  the 
Milford  Turnpike,  have  announced  their 
intention  and  gathered  a war  chest  for  a 
court  battle  to  close  the  theatre  as  a public 
nuisance,  charging  excessive  noise.  Fol- 
lowing a hearing  called  by  members  of  the 
boards  of  selectmen  and  police  commission- 
ers on  petition  of  the  citizens’  committee, 
a subsequent  meeting  was  called  in  the 
Town  Court  building.  The  committee 
claims  that  the  effect  of  the  sound  system 
can  be  heard  more  than  a mile  from  the 
scene  until  very  late  hours  every  night. 
Expert  sound  engineers  testified,  however, 
that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaints. 
The  Drive-In  is  the  first  such  venture  in 
the  state,  and  was  opened  this  summer. 


Portland  Police  Round  Up 
Cash  Game  Operators 

Portland,  Me. — Thirty-five  persons  were 
arrested  in  York  county  beach  raids  con- 
ducted by  state  police  August  4 and  5 
when  they  decided  to  put  a stop  to  “skill- 
ball”  and  various  other  forms  of  the  al- 
leged gambling  game.  By  noon,  Saturday, 
more  than  $15,000  worth  of  prizes  and 
equipment  had  been  seized  and  stored  in 
the  basement  of  the  county  jail  at  Alfred, 
pending  the  decision  handed  down  by  the 
South  Berwick  municipal  court  Monday, 
when  the  cases  will  be  heard. 

Three  of  the  busiest  spots  at  Old  Or- 
chard Beach  the  past  several  weeks  and 
one  each  at  Wells  Beach  and  York  Beach, 
were  dark  Saturday  as  a result  of  the  raid. 

At  Old  Orchard  Beach  it  was  reported 
that  another  spot,  scheduled  for  a grand 
opening  Saturday  night,  August  5,  failed 
to  open,  although  equipment  was  in  place. 

In  Cumberland  county  at  South  Port- 
land’s Willard  Beach,  “Skill-dart,”  a game 
somewhat  similiar  to  “skill-ball,”  has  been 
conducted  for  a short  time,  but  was  ban- 
ned by  South  Portland  police  and  the  pro- 
prietor ordered  into  court  August  7. 

“Skill-ball”  or  “knock-knock,”  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  has  become  almost  as 
popular  as  “Beano”  or  “Quizzo”  was  be- 
fore they  were  driven  out  of  Maine. 


Legalization  Petition  Has 
Non-Residents'  Names 

New  Haven — Discovery  that  a petition 
to  legalize  Bingo  in  New  Haven  contained 
40  per  cent  of  names  without  addresses  or 
of  non-residents,  again  delays  considera- 
tion of  the  game  by  the  board  of  aider- 
men.  Many  other  communities  in  Con- 
necticut have  legalized  the  game  many 
weeks  ago. 


Filmites  Are  Married 

Boston — Jean  Eaton  of  Columbia  and 
Jack  Hill  of  Monogram  were  married  here 
Sunday  at  St.  Peters  Church.  Tliey  are 
honeymooning  at  Penobscott  Bay. 
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QINA  COHEN,  sister-in-law  of  E.  M.  Loew 
and  employed  at  the  latter’s  indepen- 
dent circuit  headquarters,  is  expecting  a 
new  citizen  . . . The  former  Ada  Hurwitz, 
who  resigned  from  the  Loew  circuit  fol- 
lowing her  marriage  several  years  ago  to 
John  Trager,  is  paralleling  . . . Ditto  for 
Jack  Loew,  operator  at  E.  M.  Loew’s  Gay- 
ety  in  Boston. 

Marguerite  Engs  of  Paramount  Studios 
was  here  at  the  Ritz  Carlton  last  week 
renewing  an  acquaintance  with  Thad  C. 
Barrows,  Metropolitan  chief  projectionist, 
formed  during  the  recent  SMPE  conven- 
tion 071  the  West  Coast. 

Sal  DiManno,  assistant  to  Manager  Fred 
Greenway  of  Loew’s  State,  has  been  vaca- 
tioning this  week  and  last  at  South  Cov- 
entry, Conn.  . . . Emil  Weretelnyk,  student 
assistant,  is  filling  in  as  treasurer  during 
DiManno ’s  absence. 

John  Hutchens,  dramatic  editor  of  the 
Boston  Transcript,  has  been  vacationing 
. . . Helen  Eager,  film  critic  for  the  Trav- 
eler, has  been  cruising  of  late  on  Tom 
"A.  P.”  Hogan’s  yacht,  together  with  other 
theatre  figures  . . . Marjory  Adams,  cellu- 
loid coverer  for  the  Globe,  is  back  from  the 
West  Coast  studios,  re-eiiforced  with  a 
batch  of  personal  interviews. 

Stage  shows  return  to  de  luxe  Hub 
theatres  next  month  when  the  RKO  Bos- 
ton gets  going  with  flesh,  probably  Sep- 
tember 22. 

James  Tibbetts,  treasurer  at  Loew’s  Or- 
pheum  and  Mrs.  Tibbetts  have  a new  male 
citizen.  The  you7igster  weighed  in  at 
seven  pounds. 

John  Carroll,  resident  manager  at  the 
Paramount  and  supervisor  of  the  Majestic, 
goes  south  for  a sojourn.  He  was  formerly 
a ranking  Paramount  Theatre  executive 
down  yonder  . . . Les  Armstrong,  assist- 
ant manager  at  the  Paramount,  is  back 
from  a rest  which  included  several  trips 
on  the  sailboat  he  keeps  anchored  at  Dor- 
chester Bay. 

Al  Kane,  Paramount  exchayige  jnanager, 
announces  that  the  fourth  a7inual  Friars 
Golf  Tournament  will  take  place  at  Pine 
Valley  07i  August  22. 

Jack  Martin  of  Republic  is  at  Hyannis 
for  two  weeks.  Louis  Zaccardo  is  covering 
. . . Mary  Grady  of  Monogram  left  this 
week  for  the  usual  . . . Esther  Sharps  of 
Republic  has  been  acquiring  the  Connecti- 
cut sun  . . . The  mother  of  Steve  Broidy, 
New  England  sales  manager  for  Mono- 
gram, underwent  an  operation  last  week 
at  Beth  Israel. 

Herb  Bloom,  manager  of  the  Ware  in 
Beverly  for  E.  M.  Loew,  has  been  on  va- 
cation leave  . . . Vernon  Payne,  manager 
for  the  i ndependent  circuit  in  North 
Adams,  may  hit  the  World’s  Fair  on  his 
vacation  . . . Roland  Carter,  manager  of 
the  Winchester  in  Winchester,  is  a so- 
journer. 

Joe  Longo,  UA  advance  man,  has  been 
working  with  Joe  DiPesa  and  Al  Longo  on 


the  opening  of  “Four  Feathers”  at  Loew’s 
State  and  Orpheum. 

Susan  Hayward  was  at  the  Metropoli- 
tan last  week  in  advance  of  “Beau  Geste’’ 
in  which  she  plays  opposite  Gary  Cooper. 
Just  before  she  caught  the  Boston  plane 
out  of  New  York,  a suiiimons  was  served 
her  in  a $100,000  suit,  charging  breach  of 
contract,  brought  by  Walter  Thornto7i, 
operator  of  a models’  bureau.  Thornton 
claims  a percentage  of  the  former’s  Holly- 
wood earnings  is  due  him. 

Howard  Burkhardt,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Orpheum,  has  been  away  on  vacation 
leave  . . . Joe  Boyle,  former  Orpheum  as- 
sistant and  present  assistant  to  Frank 
Murphy  at  Loew’s  State  in  Syracuse,  was 
in  town  to  handle  the  local  first-run. 

E.  M.  Loew  plans  to  co7ivert  the  Gayety, 
for  years  a grind  house,  into  a burlesque 
location  next  month  . . . Juliari  Rifkin, 
manager  of  the  Rifkin  theatre  circuit,  has 
beeii  covering  the  Majestic  in  Holyoke  dur- 
ing the  vacation  of  Manager  Al  Desautels 
. . . Herman  Rifkin  plans  to  open  the  Aca- 
demy in  Northampton  in  September. 

Louis  Gordon,  partner  of  Arthur  Lock- 
wood  in  the  operation  of  a New  England 
independent  theatre  circuit,  was  the  host 
of  film  bookers  and  their  wives  at  his  home 
in  Egypt,  Mass.,  Sunday. 

Catherine  Horace  has  resigned  from  the 
office  force  of  Monogram  to  go  with  United 
Artists  . . . Julia.  Sullivan  has  filled  the 
Monogram  vacancy  . . . Betty  Moulin,  for 
years  at  the  Scollay  Square,  has  filled  the 
vacancy  left  at  the  Paramount  by  soo7i-to- 
be-wed  Ethel  Moore. 

A Boston  record  was  established  this 


week  with  four  of  the  Hub’s  first-run 
houses  holding  pictures  for  a second  week 
. . . Eleanor  Hughes,  film  critic  of  the 
Herald,  is  back  from  vacation  . . . Peggy 
Doyle,  film  critic  for  the  American,  is 
postponing  her  summer  vacation  in  antici- 
pation of  a winter  cruise. 

Theatre  opposition  has  been  mstruynental 
in  the  bamiing  of  outdoor  carnivals  this 
year  by  Rockland,  Me.,  and  Barre,  Vt. 

Harold  Friary,  manager  of  the  Fields 
Corner  in  Dorchester,  tied  in  with  the  local 
Woolworth  store  on  a Junior  Aviation 
Club  which  meant  considerable  at  the  box- 
office.  Models  made  from  kits  purchased 
at  Woolworth’s  were  judged  for  prizes  at 
the  theatre.  On  the  first  day  that  the 
tieup  was  advertised,  the  store  sold  no  less 
than  178  outfits.  The  Fields  Corner  re- 
ceived a substantial  amount  of  display, 
newspaper,  and  word-of-mouth  advertising 
as  a result  of  the  campaign. 

Mario  Daru  is  back  from  a week  of  fish- 
mg  at  Buzzards  Bay.  The  assistant  to 
Publicist  Jack  Saef  of  the  Paramount  and 
Fenway  plans  to  take  a second  week  later 
this  month  . . . Florence  Buckley,  short 
subjects  booker  for  the  E.  M.  Loew  cir- 
cuit, left  last  Saturday  for  a Canadian  trip 
. . . Tony  Zinii,  manager  of  the  RKO  Bos- 
ton, is  at  Buzzards  Bay. 

Camille  Carpentier  and  Wini  Coyle  of 
the  local  RKO  theatre  are  vacationing  in 
Maine  . . . Jack  Granara,  RKO  publicist, 
takes  a second  week  in  September  . . . 
Charles  Brent,  roadshow  man  and  opera- 
tor of  the  Nipmuc  Theatre,  was  in  Arkansas 
last  week  . . . Harry  Smith,  RKO  booker, 

(Continued  on  page  88) 
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Must  Define  Degree  of 
Lighting  for  Safety 

New  Haven — In  a unanimous  decision, 
written  by  Judge  Hinman,  the  state  su- 
preme court  of  errors  has  defined  the  duty 
of  a theatre  operator  to  the  patron  in 
its  application  to  the  amount  of  light  re- 
quired in  a theatre  during  projection.  Pran- 
ces Miller,  the  plaintiff,  brought  suit 
against  Poli’s  New  England  Theatres,  Inc. 
'affiliated  with  Loew’s,  Inc.),  to  recover 
damages  for  injm’ies  allegedly  suffered  in 
a fall  in  the  Palace  Theatre,  Waterbury, 
last  year.  On  a judgment  for  the  plain- 
tiff to  recover  $643  and  costs,  Poli’s  ap- 
pealed the  case  to  the  highest  court  of  the 
state,  where  error  has  been  found  and  a 
new  trial  ordered.  Morris  Mendelsohn  of 
the  New  Haven  division  represented  the 
appellant. 

The  patron  had  seated  herself  in  the  last 
row  of  the  theatre  which  is  on  a platform 
71/2  inches  above  the  aisle  because  of  the 
slanting  of  the  floor.  At  the  time  she  en- 
tered and  throughout  the  time  she  was 
there,  lighting  was  from  a ceiling  fixture 
above  the  row  of  seats,  in  which  eight  blue 
and  eight  red  25-watt  bulbs  were  lit;  from 
a similar  ceiling  panel,  9 or  10  feet  from 
the  floor,  in  which  four  red  and  four  blue 
25- watt  bulbs  were  lit;  and  a rear  wall 
bracket  with  three  25-watt  orange  amber 
lights.  She  and  her  sister  seated  them- 
selves without  the  assistance  of  an  usher. 
However,  in  stepping  from  the  platform  to 
the  aisle  again,  as  she  started  to  leave  the 
theatre,  she  missed  her  footing  and  fell, 
allegedly  injuring  her  back.  The  light 
from  overhead,  it  is  charged,  shone  directly 
on  a white  line  which  was  painted  at  the 
edge  of  the  platform  from  which  the  pa- 
tron fell.  The  lights  were  diffused  lights 
for  the  usual  purpose  of  avoiding  in- 
terference with  vision  of  the  screen.  The 
operator  had  caused  inspection  of  the 
lights  to  be  made  before  and  during  the 
showing  of  the  pictures. 

Supreme  Court  Disagrees 

The  supreme  court  disagreed  with  the 
trial  court  finding  that  the  painted  white 
line  “reflects  white  only  in  a white  light; 
it  did  not  reflect  white  in  red  and  blue 
beams  from  the  ceiling  panels.’’  The  opin- 
ion states:  “.  . .in  finding  this  fact  the 
trial  court  resorted  to  judicial  notice. 
However,  we  cannot  agree  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  such  ‘common  and  general 
knowledge’  and  authoritatively  settled  ‘be- 
yond doubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  be  a 
proper  subject  therefor.’  ’’ 

As  to  the  trial  court’s  finding  that  the 
plaintiff  was  unable  to  observe  the  dif- 
ference in  levels  of  the  platform  and  the 
aisle,  the  supreme  court  finds  this  un- 
warranted, since  “it  would  seem  reason- 
able that  as  when  she  entered  from  day- 
light the  lighting  was  sufficient  to  enable 
her  to  find  her  seat  unaided  and  to  see 
and  step  up  on  the  platform,  the  same 
lighting  would  have  enabled  her  to  see  even 
better  when  leaving.” 

The  legal  aspect  of  the  decision  is  of 
great  interest  in  that  it  disproves  that 
“it  is  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  make 
the  theatre  reasonably  safe  for  its  pa- 
trons,” but  defines  that  duty  “to  use  rea- 
sonable care  in  the  construction,  equip- 


ment and  management  of  it,  having  regard 
10  the  character  of  the  entertainment 
given  and  the  customary  conduct  of  the 
persons  attending.”  It  continues,  “A  mov- 
ing picture  theatre  necessarily  operates  in 
partial  darkness  while  pictures  are  being 
shown;  to  provide  too  much  light  would 
spoil  the  entertainment  for  patrons.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  to  be  considered 
the  customary  entering  and  leaving  by  pa- 
trons during  the  showing  of  a picture  and 
the  dangers  to  them  of  too  great  dark- 
ness. Therefore,  . . . the  degree  of  illumi- 
nation consonant  with  reasonable  care 
must  be  something  of  a compromise  be- 
tween two  opposing  objectives — successful 
showing  of  the  picture,  which  calls  for 
darkness,  and  the  safety  of  those  for  whom 
the  entertainment  is  provided,  which  calls 
for  light.  The  criterion  adopted  is  that 
the  theatre  operator’s  duty  is  satisfied  if 
the  condition  of  light  was  that  ordinarily 
used  in  exhibiting  moving  pictures  to  en- 
able the  audience  to  get  a reasonably 
clear  view  of  the  image  thrown  on  the 
screen.  Under  the  general  rule  of  duty 
the  issue  is  not  to  be  decided  solely  upon 
the  degree  of  visibility  afforded  an  indi- 
vidual patron,  as  an  isolated  fact,  without 
regard  to  the  necessities  arising  from  the 
nature  of  the  entertainment,  and  as  to 
those  prevailing  practice  appears  to  af- 
ford a logical  standard  or  test.” 


A Pleasant  Visit — 


Wilbur  Peterson,  left,  a Somerville, 
Mass.,  exhibitor,  and  a friend,  Mr. 
Healy,  are  given  the  benefit  of  a little 
charm  as  Jane  Wyman,  Warner  star- 
let, entertains  them  on  the  set  of 
“The  Lady  Dick’’  at  the  studio. 


Believe  Arnold  AHected 
By  Law  School  Shiit 

New  Haven — Speculation  was  rife  in 
Yale  University  circles  on  the  drop  in 
academic  rank  of  Lafayette  S.  Foster,  pro- 
fessor of  law,  to  a lecturer  in  law,  of 
Thurman  W.  Arnold,  assistant  attorney 
general  in  the  U.  S.  department  of  justice 
and  power  behind  the  government  anti- 
trust suits. 

Arnold  was  expected  to  return  to  teach- 
ing law  at  Yale  by  February,  1940,  but  it 
is  believed  that  this  unannounced  change 
presages  a delay  in  his  return  here. 


Bank  Night  to  Appeal 
Rhode  Island  Rap 

By  BRAD  ANGIER 

Boston — Roy  E.  Heffner  will  appeal  the 
decision  of  the  superior  com’t  in  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  that  Bank  Night  is 
a lottery.  The  finding  was  based  on  a test 
case  involving  Bank  Night  operation  at 
Wilson’s  Chief  Market  in  Providence,  fol- 
lowing waiving  of  a jury  trial  and  accept- 
ance of  an  agreed  statement  of  facts. 

“There  is  no  suggestion  from  the  state 
that  the  ‘Bank  Night’  wasn’t  fairly  and 
opening  carried  out  by  the  defendant  cor- 
poration,” the  edict  read  in  part.  “It 
was  unquestionably  a clever  and  ingenious 
advertising  scheme  designed  to  attract 
people  to  the  defendant’s  place  of  busi- 
ness. It  appears  to  have  been  successful 
in  drawing  people  to  the  Market  not  only 
on  the  nights  when  drawings  were  made 
but  also  on  other  days  and  nights.” 

This  part  of  the  decision,  suitable  for 
a Bank  Night  ad,  was  followed,  however, 
by  the  statement: 

“Notwithstanding  what  appears  to  be  the 
fact,  that  ‘Bank  Night’  was  fairly  and  op- 
enly carried  on  by  the  defendant,  the 
question  remains,  was  it  nevertheless  a 
lottery  or  a scheme  in  the  nature  of  a 
lottery  and  so  a violation  of  the  statute 
law  of  this  state?  Upon  the  agreed  state- 
ment of  facts,  the  coui’t  has  no  difficulty 
in  reaching  the  conclusion  that  the  de- 
fendant corporation  in  operating  a ‘Bank 
Night’  was  operating  a lottery  and  there- 
fore was  acting  in  violation  of  law.” 

Decision  Awaited  a Year 

The  Rhode  Island  decision  had  been 
hanging  fire  for  a year,  following  arrests 
made  June  21,  1938,  after  an  evening 
drawing  in  the  presence  of  some  3,000 
people. 

The  statement  of  facts  agreed  that;  “No 
charge  was  exacted  of  one  desiring  to 
register,  nor  was  it  necessary  that  one 
purchase  merchandise  to  be  in  a position 
to  register.  It  was  possible  for  anyone 
of  the  age  of  16  years  or  over  to  register 
one’s  self,  and  this  could  be  done  at 
the  Market  or  at  one’s  home  or  place  of 
business,  since  solicitors  brought  registra- 
tion blanks  to  both  houses  and  places  of 
business.” 

The  Big  Chief  corporation  had  the  names 
of  17,000  registrants  upon  its  books  on  the 
day  the  test  case  was  inaugurated. 

“It  is  generally  admitted  that  a scheme 
must  contain  three  elements  if  It  is  to  be 
termed  a lottery,”  the  superior  court  re- 
script read.  “There  must  be  a prize,  a 
distribution  of  money  or  things  of  value 
by  chance,  and  consideration  received  in 
return  for  prizes  given.  In  the  situation 
under  discussion,  the  first  two  of  three 
elements  were  admittedly  present.  There 
were  many  prizes,  and  they  were  distrib- 
uted through  a method  involving  chance.” 

'Tire  law  of  which  the  acts  of  the  de- 
fendant are  claimed  to  be  a violation  is 
section  1 of  chapter  401  of  the  General 
Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Revision  of  1923, 
and  reads  as  follows: 

“Section  1.  Every  person  who  shall  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  set  up,  put  forth,  carry 
on,  promote  or  draw,  publicity  or  private- 


84 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  12,  1939 


ly,  any  lottery,  chance,  game  or  device  of 
any  nature  or  kind  whatsoever,  or  by 
whatsoever  name  the  same  may  be  called 
for  the  purpose  of  exposing,  setting  for  sale 
or  disposing  of  any  money,  houses,  lands, 
merchandise  or  articles  of  value,  or  shall 
sell  or  expose  to  sale  lottery  policies,  pur- 
porting to  be  governed  by  the  drawing  of 
any  public  or  private  lottery,  or  shall 
sign  or  indorse  any  book,  document  or 
paper  whatsoever,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling others  to  sell  or  expose  to  sale  lot- 
tery policies,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and  shall  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  two  years  or  be  fined  not  ex- 
ceeding $2,000.” 

Said  the  court: 

“Tire  word  ‘lottery’  is  not  a technical 
legal  term  but  has  been  stated  to  be  ‘a 
species  of  gaming,  which  may  be  defined 
as  a scheme  for  the  distribution  of  prizes 
or  things  of  value  by  lot  or  chance  among 
persons  who  have  paid,  or  agreed  to  pay, 
a valuable  consideration  for  the  chance 
to  obtain  a prize;  or  as  a game  of  hazard 
in  which  small  sums  of  money  are  ventured 
for  the  chance  of  obtaining  a larger  value, 
in  money  or  other  articles.’  ” 

“’The  element  of  consideration,  while  less 
obvious,  seems  to  the  court  to  be  clearly 
present,  although  in  fairness  it  must  be 
said  that  some  courts  have  found  it  in 
similar  schemes  to  be  wholly  lacking. 

“Prom  the  agreed  statement  of  facts  it 
appears  that  no  charge  of  any  kind  was 
made  for  registration  or  participation  in 
the  plan;  no  purchase  of  any  kind  at  the 
store  was  a condition  of  registration  or 
participation  and  purchases  at  the  store 
did  not  entitle  customers  to  participate. 

“Upon  such  facts,  registration  and  the 
necessity  of  being  present  at  a given  place 
at  a given  time  and  the  necessity  of  act- 
ing within  a given  time  to  obtain  a prize 
have  been  considered  to  be  acts  or  detri- 
ments which  could  answer  the  need  of 
consideration  in  a contract  and  therefore 
acts  which  would  be  sufficient  to  supply 
Ihe  element  of  consideration  in  a scheme 
of  the  kind  here  shown. 

“Undoubtedly  many  persons  who  were 
present  at  the  drawing,  on  the  evening 
of  June  21  were  registrants  and  had  paid 
no  money  directly  or  indirectly  for  the 
right  to  participate  but  it  is  no  doubt 
equally  true  that  many  others  had  pur- 
chased merchandise  because  attracted  to 
the  store  by  the  desire  to  register  and 
so  participate  in  the  drawings. 

“The  self-respect,  if  one  may  term  it 
that,  of  many  persons,  is  such  that  they 
would  prefer  to  buy  something  if  they 
were  intending  to  register.  Others  desir- 
ing to  register  would  be  induced  to  pur- 
chase by  reason  of  the  display  before  their 
eyes,  although  perhaps  having  no  inten- 
tion of  purchasing  anything  when  first 
entering  the  store  for  the  purpose  of  reg- 
istration. 

“Without  attempting  to  speculate  as  to 
how  the  appeal  of  ‘Bank  Night’  has  worked 
with  the  individual,  it  does  appear  from 
the  agreed  statement  of  facts  that  at- 
tendance at  the  store  of  the  defendant 
was  increased. 

“It  seems  to  the  court  a fair  inference 
then  that  the  money  of  many  customers 
was  expended  because  they  were  drawn 
to  the  store  not  by  the  merchandise  alone 
but  by  a desire  to  register  and  so  par- 
ticipate in  the  drawings.  Money  was  spent 
not  only  for  merchandise  but  for  the 


Probe  Labor  Tiffs 
In  M&R  Hearing 

(Continued  from  page  81) 
ally  known  that  he  was  going  to  run  for 
mayor  again  that  fall?” 

“I  think  it  was  brought  to  my  attention 
towards  the  end  of  that — previous  to  the 
election,  whenever  the  nominations  came 
out  in  public,  it  was  brought  to  my  atten- 
tion.” 

“Do  you  remember  when  the  nomina- 
tions were?” 

“I  don’t  remember  that,  no,  not  ex- 
actly.” 

“Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  Tweed 
was  denying  this  charge  that  he  had  taken 
money  from  your  operator?” 

“I  know  he  was  denying,  denying  it  all 
the  time  until  he  was  convicted.  I re- 
member him  denying  it  all  the  time.” 

“Was  there  anything  brought  to  your 
attention  about  the  discharge  of  any 
operator  from  your  theatre  or  the  demand 
for  the  discharge  of  any  operator,  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  in  good  standing 
in  the  union?” 

Brought  Nephew  for  Job 

“There  may  have  been  some  demand 
after  that,  some  time  after  that  fight  with 
the  operator  and  Tweed,  that  he  told  the 
manager.” 

“As  I remember  at  that  time,  as  it  was 
told  to  me  by  the  manager,  Tweed  came 
in  with  a nephew  of  his  and  said,  “This 
man  is  going  to  go  into  the  booth.” 

“Meaning  the  nephew?”  clarified  Mc- 
Clennen. 

“That  Tweed’s  nephew  was  going  into 
the  booth.  And  the  manager  of  the  thea- 
tre said,  ‘I  can’t  take  that  man.  He  is 
green.’  He  knew  him  and  he  hadn’t  been 
an  operator  before.  He  says,  ‘I  am  satis- 
fied with  the  man  I have  in  the  booth.’ 
The  man  he  offered  to  give  him,  his 
nephew,  didn’t  know  a thing  about  opera- 
tion, as  the  manager  told  me,  and  he  told 
him  he  didn’t  want  that  man.” 

“Was  that  demand  of  ’Tweed’s  before  the 
trial  of  this  kick-back  suit  or  after?” 

“The  trial  of  the  kick-back  suit  had 
been  going  on  from  the  time  it  started 
until  not  long  ago,  when  Tweed  was  con- 
victed of  the  charge,”  stated  Louis  Simon. 

“By  ‘not  long  ago’  you  mean  the  year 
1939?” 

“No.  About  a year  and  a half  ago  some- 
where. I have  the  clippings  that  Mr.  Gold- 
berg sent  me,  of  the  final  disposition  of 
the  case.” 

“That  is,  from  1935  or  so  up  until  some 


purpose  of  participating  in  ‘Bank  Night.’ 

“The  fact  that  some  did  not  purchase 
anything  and  so  did  not  expend  any 
money  does  not  save  the  scheme. 

“Upon  the  facts  before  it,  the  court  is 
of  the  opinion  that  the  defendant  corpo- 
ration in  operating  ‘Bank  Night’  was  op- 
erating and  carrying  on  a lottery.  Its 
own  opinion  based  upon  the  facts  is  sup- 
ported in  the  absence  of  an  expression 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  state  upon 
the  subject,  by  what  it  thinks  are  well 
considered  opinions  of  other  coirrts.  The 
court  finds  the  defendant  guilty  as  charged 
in  the  indictment.” 


time  in  1938  there  was  this  contest  on, 
your  man  Early  charging  that  Tweed  had 
exacted  money  from  him  and  Tweed  deny- 
ing that?”  continued  McClennen. 

“Did  you  say  1938?  I didn’t  say  a year 
ago.  I call  it  recently,”  said  Simon. 

“You  said  a year  and  a half  ago.  From 
some  time  in  1935  until  after  you  ceased 
your  connection  with  the  Cameo  Theatre, 
this  contest  was  on,  your  operator  con- 
tending that  Tweed  had  exacted  money 
from  him  and  Tweed  denying  that?” 

“That  is  right.” 

“Did  that  operator  stay  on  as  your 
operator?” 

“Yes.” 

“Right  up  to  the  time  that  you  were 
operating  there?” 

“I  think  he  was  there  to  the  end.  I 
don’t  remember  the  entire  thing.” 

“Going  back  again  to  this  ‘all  day  in 
court  June  27,  1935,’  can  you  tell  me 
whether  or  not  Tweed  had  made  his  de- 
mand that  you  install  his  nephew  in  your 
theatre,  before  that  trial?” 

“I  cannot  say  exactly  when  the  demand 
was  made.” 

“Didn’t  Tweed  make  the  claim  that 
this  suit  of  Early’s  had  been  instigated  by 
Mr.  Goldberg  to  get  back  at  him 
(Tweed)?”  I am  not  asking  you  whether 
there  was  any  basis  for  such  a claim,  but 
didn’t  Tweed  make  that  claim?”  pressed 
McClennen. 

“No,  not  that  I know  of.” 

“You  never  heard  anything  of  that 
kind?” 

“That  Tweed  made  the  claim  that  Gold- 
berg instigated  it?” 

“Instigated  the  Early  suit?” 

“I  never  heard  of  it,”  stated  Simon. 

“When  Tweed  demanded  that  you  in- 
stall his  nephew  in  your  theatre  was  it 
in  the  place  that  Early  held?” 

Proved  Membership 

“I  don’t  know  whose  place.  He  de- 
manded that  he  wants  him  put  in  the 
booth.  Whether  it  was  for  Early’s  job  or 
not  I don’t  remember.  I do  remember  in 
this  controversy  that  this  Early  had  a 
whole  lot  of  the  union  members  on  his 
side  and  he  stayed  in  the  union  for  quite 
some  time;  I don’t  know  how  long,  but  he 
was  there.  In  spite  of  this  suit  he  -was 
still  in  the  union.  What  the  final  thing 
became  of  it  I don’t  remember.” 

“Do  you  know  whether  he  was  put  out 
of  the  union  some  time?” 

“I  don’t  remember  the  time.  I think  at 
a very  late  date,  the  following  year  or 
something,  something  happened  when 
Tweed  got  control  of  the  rest  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  union,  and  then  he  was  able 
to  talk  to  this  Early.  During  all  this 
wrangling  Early  had  a lot  of  his  friends 
in  the  union  that  stuck  up  for  him.  In 
fact,  I came  there  one  day  while  this 
thing  was  going  on,  this  suit,  and  in  con- 
versation he  pulled  out  his  card  and  he 
said,  ‘I’m  a union  man’.” 

“Who  said  this?” 

“This  Early  said  to  me  in  the  conversa- 
tion while  the  suit  was  going  on.” 

“You  were  there?”  queried  McClennen. 

“I  made  visits  there  every  once  in  a 
while,”  replied  Simon. 

“You  were  there  when  this  occurrence 
took  place?” 

“This  particular  occurrence,  yes.” 

“At  this  time  he  pulled  out  his  card  and 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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^HE  third  city  in  Maine  thus  far  to  turn 
its  thumbs  down  on  Sunday  shows,  is 
Wiscasset,  which  banned  the  shows  at  a 
special  town  meeting  August  2,  by  a three 
to  one  vote.  Bath  led  the  parade  over  a 
month  ago,  followed  by  Brunswick,  who  on 
July  29  also  voted  against  the  measure. 

Local  exhibitors  were  doubly  thankful 
this  week — for  an  unusually  heavy  rain 
which  sent  customers  scurrying  into  their 
theatres  seeking  shelter  as  well  as  enter- 
tainment, and  for  the  seven-day  presence 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  New  York  in  Portland  Har- 
bor. 

Report  has  it  that  Leon  P.  Gorman, 
operator  of  the  Cape  Theatre  at  Cape  Eli- 
zabeth and  the  Cameo  Theatre,  Portland, 
has  leased  certain  Lewiston  property  from 
Abraham  Goodside,  former  local  exhibitor, 
and  will  open  a theatre  there  in  the  fall. 
Neither  Gorman  nor  Goodside  could  be  lo- 
cated to  confirm  this  report. 

Arthur  Allaire,  MkP  relief  manager  for 
New  England,  was  to  have  gone  to  Water- 
ville,  August  6 to  relieve  J.  K.  O’Donald, 
manager  of  the  Haines  Theatre  there. 

Fred  Eugley,  manager  of  the  Star  Thea- 
tre, Westbrook,  is  back  on  the  job  after  a 
two-week  vacation  . . . Seven  new  em- 
ployes have  been  added  to  the  State 
Theatre  service  staff  since  July  20,  when 
Sunday  shows  were  inaugurated  by  the 
house  . . . The  annual  Gorham  Fair,  with 
pari-mutual  betting,  gets  under  way  Au- 
gust 7 for  a week,  the  first  of  a number 
of  Maine  agricultural  exhibitions  which 
feature  light  harness  racing.  The  fair  at 
Acton,  scheduled  for  August  21-26  has  an- 
nounced a $6,000  purse, 

Filmrow  visitors:  Carl  DiVizia,  RKO 
salesman,  Boston;  Bill  Benjamin,  NS  rep- 
resentative, Mrs.  Benjamin  and  her  moth- 
er; Dan  Sullivan  of  Transit  Advertisers, 
Boston;  Al  Bevan  of  the  Boston  MkP  of- 
fice, who  is  spending  a part  of  his  vaca- 
tion in  Maine;  Dame  May  Whitty,  London 
stage  and  screen  star,  who  arrived  in  Port- 
land August  4 en  route  to  the  Deertrees 
Theatre,  Harrison,  where  she  is  to  appear 
in  the  Americaii  premiere  of  “Viceroy 
Sarah,”  the  week  of  August  14.  She  will 
share  stellar  honors  with  Mady  Christ- 
ians, Viennese  actress,  and  will  be  directed 
by  her  daughter,  Margaret  Webster,  of 
New  York  and  London. 

The  Theatrical  Guild  of  Portland  hon- 
ored Edith  King,  actress,  this  week  by 
making  her  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Guild.  Miss  King  is  well  known  in 
Portland  for  her  performances  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  old  Jefferson  Theatre  stock 
company  . . . Sinclair  Lewis,  author  and 
actor,  is  appearing  in  one  of  his  own 
stories,  “Our  Town”  at  Walter  Hartwig’s 
Ogunquit  Playhouse. 

Keenan  Wynn,  son  of  Ed  Wynn,  radio, 
stage  and  screen  comedian,  was  to  have 
been  one  of  the  judges  at  the  auto  races 
to  be  held  at  New  Gloucester  August  6. 
Wynn,  who  is  appearing  with  the  Lake- 
wood  Players  at  Skowhegan  this  summer, 
is  a member  of  the  Auto  Racing  Club  of 
America. 


Try  Stench  Bombs 
On  Drive-Ins 

Boston — An  open-air  theatre  innova- 
tion has  been  recorded  in  New  Eng- 
land with  the  stench  bombing,  no  less, 
of  Thomas  DiMaura-James  Guarino 
ozoners  in  Weymouth,  Saugus,  and 
Worcester.  Substances  which  defied 
counteractives  were  deposited  by  per- 
sons unknown  at  the  entrances  of  the 
three  locations.  The  Drive-In  Theatre 
Corp.  has  been  having  labor  disagree- 
ments following  its  contention  that  its 
type  of  operation  will  not  permit  the 
hiring  of  (higher  priced)  AFL  projec- 
tionists. 


Probe  Labor  Tiffs 
In  M&R  Hearing 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
said,  T am  a union  man,’  was  anyone  else 
there?” 

“Possibly  Goldberg,  the  manager,  and  I 
don’t  know  who  else  was  there.” 

“Was  Tweed  there?” 

“I  don’t  think — I don’t  know  if  Tweed 
was  there  or  not.  I don’t  think  so.” 

“Can  you  remember  whether  it  was  be- 
fore or  after  that  that  Tweed  had  de- 
manded that  his  nephew  be  put  into  the 
booth?” 

“Tweed’s  demand  was  practically  at  the 
instigation  of  the  fight — of  the  argument 
between  them,  after  he  had  the  fight, 
within  that  period  of  time.” 

“Early  was  in  the  booth,  was  he?” 

“Yes.” 

“That  is  where  he  was  employed?” 

“Yes.” 

“And  the  contention  was  that  the  Tweed 
crowd,  we  will  say,  was  trying  to  get  Early 
out  in  order  to  put  Tweed’s  nephew  in?” 

“It  may  be — yes,  that  would  be  the  idea, 
to  get  Early  out,  to  put  his  nephew  in.” 

“And  Goldberg  backed  up  Early?” 

“Goldberg,  when  Tweed  presented  his 
nephew  to  him,  Goldberg  as  the  manager 
knew  his  nephew  was  not  an  operator  be- 
fore in  any  house,  and  he  only  wanted  to 
have  good  operators  in  the  theatre.  That 
was  his  contention.  He  was  interested  in 
having  good  operators.” 

“And  in  keeping  Early  in?”  pressed  Mc- 
Clennen. 

“Yes;  that  meant  keeping  Early  in.” 

“That  controversy  went  on  for  months 
in  1935,  did  it  not?” 

“There  was  some  decision  shortly  after- 
wards, where  Early  got  a decision,  and  I 
understand  that  afterwards  Tweed  ap- 
pealed it  or  something.” 

“That  controversy  was  on  for  months  in 
1935? 

“That  controversy,  I know,  was  on.  I 
don’t  know  how  long,”  replied  Simon  to 
McClennen’s  questioning, 

“There  came  a time  when  there  was 
some  kind  of  a fight  between  Tweed  and 
Goldberg,  did  there  not?” 

“There  was  some  argument  there  they 
had,  yes.” 

“When  I asked  you  if  there  was  some- 


thing else  affecting  the  Cameo  Theatre  in 
1935,  did  you  remember  about  this  mat- 
ter that  we  have  been  talking  about  re- 
cently?” 

“Which  matter?”  said  Simon. 

“This  contest  with  the  head  of  the  union 
on  the  one  hand  and  one  of  the  operators 
in  your  employ  on  the  other?” 

“When  you  were  talking  to  me  on  the 
matter  I told  you  what  I knew  about  it.” 

“That  matter  had  been  in  your  mind, 
had  it,  right  along?”  pressed  McClennen. 

“There  wasn’t  any  special  reason.  It  was 
the  same  as  any  other  matter  that  comes 
up;  no  special  significance  attached  to  it.” 

“This  was  all  given  quite  wide  publicity 
in  Newburgh,  wasn’t  it?” 

“It  was  in  the  newspapers?” 

Newspaper  Exhibit  Admitted 

“I  offer  the  Newburgh  News  of  Novem- 
ber 4,  1935.  I was  going  to  say  the  first 
page,  and  then  it  was  my  impression  that 
it  carried  over  on  to  another  page,”  Mc- 
Clennen said. 

“It  carries  on  to  the  second  page,”  said 
George  S.  Ryan. 

“Take  off  a single  sheet,”  suggested  Mas- 
ter Hendrick. 

“I  am  going  to  object  to  its  admission,” 
stated  Ryan. 

“I  am  offering  it  pursuant  to  a conten- 
tion that  this  sort  of  publicity  concerning 
a theatre  may  account  for  some  of  the  ef- 
fect on  the  attendance  at  the  theatre.” 

“I  take  it  you  are  not  offering  the  state- 
ment as  proof  of  any  of  the  facts  stated 
therein?”  questioned  Ryan. 

“No,”  McClennen  stated. 

“I  shouldn’t  think  that  would  be  its 
object.  As  I recall  the  testimony,  there 
was  a drop  in  the  receipts  between  1934 
and  1935  in  the  Cameo  Theatre,  and 
there  is  evidence  that  there  was  some  con- 
troversy going  on  at  the  time  and  that 
that  controversy  had  received  publicity, 
and  this  is  offered  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  some  publicity  was  had.  I 
shall  admit  it,”  said  the  Master. 

“At  about  that  time,  Mr.  Simon,  you 
knew,  didn’t  you,  of  this  paper  with  this 
very  large  headline  ‘Movie  Man  Flashes 
Gun  on  Tweed’?”  McClennen  continued. 

“Yes;  I knew  about  this,  now  that  you 
show  it  to  me.” 

“You  knew  that  the  movie  man  referred 
to  was  the  manager  of  the  Cameo  Thea- 
tre?” 

“Yes.” 

“And  you  knew  that  the  only  issue  in 
the  controversy  was  which  threatened 
first?” 

“I  read  here — ” 

“You  knew  at  the  time  that  Goldberg 
admitted  that  he  had  drawn  a gun  and 
claimed  that  he  had  done  it  in  self  de- 
fense?” 

“With  this  recollection,  I knew  it.” 

“What  was  the  date  that  Goldberg  had 
on  his  daily  report  that  he  was  in  court?” 
asked  the  Master. 

“June  27,  1935?”  said  McClennen. 

“Do  you  remember  that  this  episode  was 
the  night  before  election?” 

“Now  that  you  call  my  attention  to  it, 
I remember.  I don’t  remember  the  full 
details.  I knew  there  was  a controversy.” 

“This  little  matter  attracted  some  con- 
siderable attention  from  you  at  the  time, 
didn’t  it?” 

“I  knew  about  it.  I told  you  I knew 
about  it.  If  you  want  me  to  start  off  on  a 
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long  speech  again,  I can  do  it.  I am  trying 
to  confine  myself  to  ‘yes’  and  ‘no’.” 

‘‘You  knew  that  this  was  after  differ- 
ences that  had  existed  for  several  months, 
didn’t  you,  between  this  leader  of  the 
union  and  the  manager  of  the  Cameo 
Theatre?” 

“Well,  if  you  say  that  the  thing  hap- 
pened in  June — if  you  will  refresh  my 
memory?” 

“The  trial  in  the  kick-back  suit,  so- 
called  appears  from  the  daily  report  to 
have  been  on  June  27,  1935.  We  have  not 
yet  learned  for  a certainty  when  the  dif- 
ferences came  out  into  the  open.  That  is 
the  date  of  the  trial.  We  want  to  get  all 
the  assistance  we  can  from  you  as  to  the 
length  of  time  that  that  controversy  be- 
tween a man  soon  to  be  elected  mayor  of 
the  city  and  a union  leader  and  the  man- 
ager of  your  theatre,  had  been  on?” 

“It  might  have  been  on  since  that  time 
that  you  mentioned,  the  time  of  the  trial 
and  the  time  of  the  fight.  I don’t  know 
how  long  it  is.” 

“Had  you  heard  that  shortly  before  the 
election  the  manager  of  the  theatre  had 
made  a speech  from  the  stage  of  the  thea- 
tre, between  the  shows,  on  a Saturday 
night?” 

“No,  I had  not  heard  that.” 

“Had  you  heard  that  the  manager, 
Goldberg,  said  that  the  theatre  had  been 
picketed  for  a period  of  15  weeks  at  that 
time?” 

“I  don’t  recall  it.  If  it  was  in  the 
newspaper  I may  have  seen  it  in  that,  but 
I don’t  recall  it  at  this  time.  I most  like- 
ly must  have  read  the  newspaper  but  I 
don’t  recall  the  incident  you  mention.” 

“You  were  up  at  this  theatre  at  fre- 
quent intervals?” 

“Yes.” 

“In  the  last  half  of  1935,  weren’t  you?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“Don’t  you  remember  learning,  at  any 
of  your  visits,  of  the  theatre  being 
picketed?”  McClennen  asked. 

“As  I told  you  before,  I had  no  recol- 
lection of  it  right  now.  Now  that  you  re- 
call, reading  from  the  newspaper,  I may 
have  known  about  it.  I don’t  even  recall 
it  after  reading  that.  I am  trying  to  think 
back  to  see  whether  I remember  some  of 
these  incidents,  and  I don’t,”  said  Simon. 

“Was  the  union  that  you  dealt  with  an 
affiliate  of  the  International  Alliance  of 
Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  when  you 
started  out  to  operate  the  Cameo  Thea- 
tre?” 

“I  believe  an  affiliate  of  the  I.  A.” 

“The  I.  A.  meaning  International  Alli- 
ance?” 

“They  call  it  I.  A.  all  the  time.” 

“And  you  had  dealt  with  Tweed  at  that 
time,  in  the  beginning  1933?” 

“When  we  opened  the  theatre?” 

“Yes.” 

“Yes;  I saw  Tweed.” 

“Did  you  have  any  talk  with  Goldberg 
in  November,  1935,  as  to  what  he  had  said 
from  the  platform  in  the  theatre?” 

“I  don’t  remember  that.  Had  you  not 
read  it  to  me  from  the  paper  I wouldn’t 
know  it  at  all.” 

“Did  you  hear  that  Tweed  claimed  that 
it  was  an  attack  made  upon  him,  that  this 
speech  was  an  attack  made  upon  him  for 
political  purposes?” 

“i  will  take  it  for  granted  I heard  every- 


Link  New  England  Cities 
For  New  Season  Bally 

New  Haven — Joining  forces  with  Boston 
and  Providence,  the  annual  Loew-Poli  cav- 
alcade to  start  the  new  film  season  with 
a bang,  will  this  year  start  ten  specially 
constructed  automobiles  and  a fleet  of 
pretty  girls  from  Boston,  with  all  the  usual 
and  some  unusual  publicity  stunts  attend- 
ing. 'The  caravan  will  then  proceed  to 
Worcester,  Providence,  Springfield,  Hart- 
ford, Meriden,  Waterbury,  New  Haven, 
Bridgeport,  with  each  manager  planning 
events  for  his  town,  and  wind  up  at  the 
New  York  World’s  Pair.  The  date  has  not 
yet  been  announced.  Preliminary  meet- 
ing was  held  last  week  with  H.  M.  Addi- 
son, New  England  district  manager;  Harry 
P.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager;  Joe 
DiPesa,  Boston  publicity  head;  Lou  Brown, 
New  Haven  publicity  head;  Elliott  Kronish 
and  Joe  Longo  attending. 


Local  Angle  Plugged  for 
"Winter  Carnival"  Run 

Manchester,  N.  H. — When  Walter  Wan- 
ger’s  “Winter  Carnival”  was  shown  at  the 
State  Theatre  here,  it  was  advertised  as 
“A  ‘Must  See’  Picture  for  All  New  Hamp- 
shirites . . . Because  It’s  the  Pirst  Big  All- 
New  Hampshire  Movie  Ever  Made!” 

A preview  of  the  film,  which  was  “shot” 
during  the  1939  winter  carnival  at  Dart- 
mouth College  in  Hanover,  was  staged  for 
Manchester  Dartmouth  alumni,  officers  of 
the  Uncanoonuc  Ski  Club  and  guests  at  the 
Strand,  in  advance  of  its  showing  at  the 
State. 

Producer  Wanger  is  a Dartmouth  grad- 
uate, as  are  Robert  Allen,  ’29,  cast  as  a 
professor;  Budd  Schulburg,  ’36,  and  Mau- 
rice Rapf,  ’35,  authors  of  the  production, 
and  Werner  Janssen,  who  wrote  the  mu- 
sical score. 


Two  Stories  for  Warner 

Hollywood — Warner  has  purchased  two 
story  properties,  “You  Have  to  Learn  Some 
’Time”  by  Richard  Wormser  and  ‘“rhe 
Mutineer”  by  Allan  Vaughan  Elston. 


thing  you  are  reading  there,  but  I really 
don’t  remember  it.” 

“You  heard  when  this  revolver  episode 
resulted  in  Tweed’s  lodging  a complaint 
against  Goldberg  in  the  local  court?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“And  on  that,  without  going  into  a trial, 
Goldberg  was  held  for  the  Grand  Jury?” 

“Goldberg  Was  Cleared" 

“I  think  so.  I don’t  remember  what  he 
was  held  for,”  Simon  said. 

“I  offer  the  Newburgh  News  of  Novem- 
ber 27,  1935,  an  article  on  the  front  page 
in  the  lower  left-hand,  entitled  ‘Jury 
Trial  for  Goldberg  on  Gun  Charges,”  said 
McClennen. 

“This,  I take  it,  is  admitted  subject  to 
the  same  restrictions  as  the  previous  one,” 
Ryan  interposed. 

“In  the  Newburgh  News  for  Wednesday, 
November  27,  1935,”  said  the  Master,  “ap- 
pears an  article  that  Joseph  Goldberg,  a 
theatre  manager,  alleged  to  have  threat- 
ened Mayor-elect  Tweed,  will  be  tried  on  a 
disorderly  conduct  charge  by  a recorder’s 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


^LL  RECORDS  were  shattered  at  the 
opening  of  the  seventh  season  of  horse 
racing  at  Rockingham  Park  in  Salem,  when 
15,000  'attended  and  tossed  $260,127  through 
the  mutuel  windows  . . . Popular  priced 
films  and  vaudeville  are  being  featured  at 
the  Wyman  Stadium,  an  outdoor  amphi- 
theatre opened  just  off  Route  12  in  Keene. 

The  Jitney  Players,  under  management 
of  Ethel  Barrymore  Colt,  niece  of  John 
Barrymore,  presented  S.  N.  Behrman’s 
‘‘End  of  Summer”  in  the  University  of 
New  Hampshire  theatre  in  Durham. 

This  has  been  a great  season  for  small 
shows  in  New  Hampshire.  Animal  acts, 
magicians,  suitcase  carnivals  and  other 
low-priced  attractions  have  appeared  in 
even  the  smallest  towns,  which  haven’t 
been  visited  by  troupers  for  years. 

Mai  Hallett,  recording  orchestra  maestro, 
had  the  title  ‘‘Chief  Great  Fox”  bestowed 
upon  him  by  Hopi  Indians  while  his  band 
and  the  Redskins  were  appearing  simulta- 
neously at  the  Winnipesaukee  Gardens, 
summer  film-dance  spot. 

The  former  Colonial  Theatre,  Somers- 
worth,  has  been  reopened  as  headquarters 
of  a fraternal  organization,  the  Macabees. 

Walter  Young,  owner  of  the  Strand  in 
Farmington,  and  his  wife  and  children, 
Walter  jr.  and  Norma,  are  spending  the 
rest  of  the  summer  at  a lakefront  cottage 
at  Alton  Bay. 

Mrs.  Flora  Kendall  Edmond,  a theatre 
owner  for  several  years,  died  at  her  home, 
145  Russell  St.,  Manchester,  August  3. 
She  was  a native  of  Bedford  and  was  prom- 
inent in  social  and  civic  organizations.  Be- 
fore she  entered  the  theatre  business,  she 
served  as  society  editor  of  Manchester 
newspapers. 

The  franchise  for  selection  of  “Miss  New 
Hampshire,”  who  will  participate  in  the 
New  York  World  Fair  beauty  pageant,  has 
been  awarded  to  the  Colonial  Theatre  in 
Nashua,  according  to  Manager  Ben  Gold. 


court  jury  on  December  6.” 

“In  the  same  way,”  said  McClennen, 
“without  marking  the  newspaper,  I call 
your  Honor’s  attention  that  in  the  New- 
burgh News  of  December  6,  1935,  in  the 
center  of  the  front  page,  is  a display  head- 
ing, ‘Tweed  Assault  Case  Postponed  by 
Goldberg’s  Court  Motion,’  and  below  it,  in 
ordinary  type,  is  a description  of  that 
matter. 

“In  the  same  way  I bring  to  your 
Honor’s  attention,  without  marking  it  as 
an  exhibit,  that  the  Newburgh  News  of 
Friday,  April  24,  1936,  has  at  the  center 
of  the  first  page  at  the  top,  in  large  type, 
‘Goldberg  Cleared  in  Tweed  Case.  Grand 
Jury  No  Bills  Cameo  Theatre  Man 
Charged  With  Disorderly  Conduct  in  Pre- 
Vote  Fracas’.” 

“I  assume  that  Mr.  Ryan  desires  that 
this  be  taken  as  no  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  statements  contained  in  the  paper,” 
the  Master  put  in.” 

“"rhat  is  right,”  said  George  S.  Ryan. 
“Goldberg  was  cleared  just  the  same.” 
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^ITH  the  golf  tournament,  the  district 
outing,  and  the  Warner  outing  pleas- 
ant memories,  practically  all  theatre  man- 
agers back  at  their  posts,  and  many  other 
vacationers  drifting  back,  the  social  calen- 
dar looks  pretty  bleak  these  days  . . . 
Exhibitors  who  were  guests  of  Alexander 
Film  Co.  on  its  85-foot  yacht  for  two  suc- 
cessive all-day  cruises  reported  enthu- 
siastically on  both  the  entertainment  and 
the  hosts.  Film  men  who  attended  the 
tournament  at  Racebrook  will  need  several 
offices  and  plenty  of  leisure  to  use  all 
those  desk  sets  and  golf  shirts  . . . Seventy- 
one  prizes  were  awarded  in  all,  not  count- 
ing the  beautifully  mounted  silver  testi- 
monial plaque  which  Connecticut  MPTO 
presented  to  George  Wilkinson  as  its  ad- 
dition to  the  recent  feting  of  the  state’s 
“pioneer  exhibitor.” 

Lee  Malcarni,  who  now  adds  the  for- 
mer Pratt’s,  Deep  River,  to  his  circuit, 
will  operate  the  house  full  time,  with  Louis 
E.  Pratt  as  floor  manager.  Malcarni,  who 
ivill  redecorate  the  theatre,  also  recently 
spruced  up  the  Clinton  Theatre,  installing 
new  standee  rail,  new  curtains  and  new 
drapes. 

Operation  of  Bingo  at  the  Savin  Rock 
concessions  as  a commercial  enterprise 
seems  definitely  out  unless  some  effective 
way  of  tying  in  with  organizations  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  of  the  law  is  found  . . . 
In  Plainville  the  board  of  selectmen  has 
voted  against  authorizing  Bingo  for  the 
coming  year,  fearing  relief  recipients  would 
patronize  the  games.  New  Haven  decision 
is  not  yet  in. 

Speculation  along  the  street  is  that  the 
Milford  Drive-In  may  he  forced  into  the 
individual  speaker  system  by  the  “public 
nuisance’’  charges  of  the  town’s  citizens’ 
committee,  which  announces  it  will  fight 
the  theatre. 

Salvatore  Adorno  has  been  granted  a 
permit  to  operate  his  airdrome  in  Middle- 
town,  provided  he  can  obtain  three  addi- 
tional rights  of  way,  remove  concrete  posts 
prepared  for  the  planned  1,000  seats,  and 
meet  additional  fire  prevention  regula- 
tions. 

The  Metro  office  is  well  up  in  the  lead 
in  the  drive  which  ends  August  31  and 
which  is  keeping  the  whole  force  stepping 
at  a dizzy  pace. 

In  one  of  the  best  attention-getting 
stunts  of  these  months,  Harry  Shaw,  Lou 
Brown  and  the  theatre  staffs  prepared 
for  the  Mickey  Rooney-Judy  Garland  per- 
sonal appearance  at  the  Loew-Poli,  New 
Haven,  Thursday  and  Loew-Poli,  Hartford, 
Friday  with  a contest  open  to  high  school 
boys  and  girls.  Blanks  distributed  in  the 
lobby  and  signed  by  the  young  ones,  were 
drawn  on  the  stage  of  each  theatre  on  the 
circuit  the  previous  Wednesday  night. 
Three  couples  were  chosen  from  Worcester, 
one  from  Springfield,  two  from  Hartford, 
one  from  Meriden,  one,  WaterbuiT.  three, 
Bridgeport,  and  three.  New  Haven.  These 
formed  a reception  committee  for  the  two 
stars  at  a luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Taft, 
which  was  attended  by  film  editors  from 
Boston  and  all  Poll  towns. 


Susan  Hayward,  new  Paramount  starlet 
of  “Our  Leading  Citizen’’  playing  at  the 
Paramount,  was  also  through  on  a personal 
appearance  tour  at  the  Paramount,  New 
Haven,  and  Allyn,  Hartford,  and  received 
notice  in  the  Register. 

National  Theatre  Supply  will  install  the 
booth  equipment  in  the  new  700-seat  Park 
Theatre,  Thomaston,  under  construction 
by  Robert  Schwartz,  Contract  for  sound 
installation  in  Salvatore  Adorno’s  airdrome, 
interrupted  by  legal  difficulties,  went  to 
RCA. 

Visitors  in  for  the  golf  tournament: 
Herman  Rifkin,  Adolph  Haas,  Harry  Green, 
Jules  Livingston,  M.  E.  Rosenbluth,  George 
Dembow,  Charles  Casanave  jr.,  Maurice  N. 
Wolfe,  Chester  Grenier,  Sam  Torgan, 
George  Loukides,  Ralph  Thurston,  Jim 
Casey,  Joe  Cohen,  I.  H.  Rogovin,  Jim  Ma- 
honey, Chick  Lewis,  Tony  Boscardini,  Her- 
bert McIntyre,  George  Wilkinson  and  many 
others.  Ed  Hartley  of  National  Theatre 
Supply,  manager  sound  department,  also 
attended  the  tournament  . . . Herbert  Elwes 
of  RCA  in  for  a few  days  . . . Mrs.  Nicholas 
Schenck  stopped  on  her  way  through  town 
to  see  Harry  Shaw  and  look  admiringly 
through  the  Loew-Poli  Theatre  . . . Glenda 
Farrell  is  still  visiting  in  the  Nutmeg 
State,  mostly  appearing  in  “Brief  Moment’’ 
at  Ivoryton  . . . Joseph  Quittner,  rare  visi- 
tor to  Meadow  St.,  in  this  week. 

Plans  are  in  the  works  for  remodeling 
of  the  entire  second  floor  of  70  College  for 
Warner  theatre  department  offices,  with 
private  offices  for  executives  and  ware- 
houses and  poster  department  over  to 
Crown  Street  . . . Strand,  Winsted,  is 
showing  vaudeville  ....  Report  is  Capitol, 
Danbury,  lease  has  been  renewed  in  spite 
of  rumors  Warner’s  might  close  the  house. 

Both  Abe  Fishman  and  Mrs.  Philip  Sas- 
lau,  his  sister,  are  recuperating  at  home 
after  stays  in  the  hospital  . . . Tom  Thorn- 
tori,  Paramount  ad  sales  manager  is  on 
vacation  in  Boston  . . . Margaret  McKin- 
non, secretary  to  Edward  Ruff,  also  off  for 
two  weeks  at  the  beach  . . .Mrs.  Edward 
Ruff  is  summering  at  Naples,  Me.,  and  the 
Paramount  manager  is  a bachelor  these 
days,  weekending  at  Racebrook  Country 
Club. 

Dick  Cohen  and  his  family  attended  the 
World’s  Fair  and  visited  in  New  York  for 
a few  days  . , , Katherine  Fitzgerald  and 
Katherine  Higgins  learned  all  about  tap- 
dancing  at  Ted  Hilton’s  Hideaway  . , , 
That  far-away  look  in  Hymie  Levine’s 
eye  is  for  Lennye  Barbara  Botwick,  a 
young  lady  from  Portland  . , , Beatrice 
Levenstein  of  Warner’s  is  a late  vacationer, 
as  is  Sidney  Lax  of  Columbia  , . . Bill 
Hutchins,  determined  not  to  be  a bache- 
lor any  longer,  drove  to  Asbury  to  collect 
the  family. 

The  White  Way  says  “Thanks  for  the 
Memory’’  of  last  Saturday  when  the  pic- 
ture, a new  dish  deal,  and  the  blessed  rain 
combined  to  bring  in  the  business  . . . 
Wrisley  has  sold  his  new  4.4^- week  glass 
deal  to  Community , Oakville  and  Rialto, 
Stamford,  to  start  August  24  and  Septem- 
ber 28. 


Adolph  Bendslev  Dies 
In  Wellesley,  Mass. 

Boston — Adolph  P.  J.  Bendslev,  Danish 
immigrant  who  became  a nationally  known 
Massachusetts  independent  theatre  owner, 
died  suddenly  of  a thrombosis  condition  at 
the  age  of  69  at  his  home  in  Wellesley  last 
Friday.  He  was  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  serving  as 
secretary  of  the  organization. 

Bendslev  had  been  in  retirement  from 
active'  management  of  his  Community 
Theatre  for  a number  of  months,  leaving 
the  house  in  the  hands  of  his  son. 


(Continued  from  page  83) 
has  been  taking  the  water  at  New  Glou- 
cester, Me. 


Sam  Seletsky  former  local  Republic 
salesman  who  has  been  promoted  by  Her- 
man Rifkin  to  the  post  of  New  Haven 
branch  manager,  was  honored  at  a Hotel 
Statler  luncheon  Monday  by  fellow  mem- 
bers of  the  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s  Club. 
He  was  presented  with  a set  of  golf  clubs. 
Maynard  Sickles,  Capitol  Theatre  Supply 
Co.,  loas  secretary  for  the  committee. 

Refunds  were  in  order  at  the  Fields 
Corner  in  Dorchester  the  other  night  when 
electricity  failed  . . . Sara  Laurie,  Columbia 
cashier,  plans  to  hit  Atlantic  City  on  her 
present  vacation  . , . Eleanor  Ahern  of 
Columbia  has  been  at  Oak  Bluffs  , , , Meyer 
Fox,  assistant  to  Bernard  Levin  of  Co- 
lumbia, returned  Monday  from  a motor 
tour. 

Jayie  Cowl  is  to  operate  the  County  Play- 
house at  Westport.  Conn.,  next  year  . . . 
Harry  Paul,  in  charge  of  Irving  Berlin  mu- 
sical interests  here  and  former  advance 
man  for  Rudy  Vallee.  is  now  a benedict  . . . 
Wedding  bells  likewise  for  Jack  Hill  of 
Monogram  and  Jean  Eaton  of  Columbia. 

Charlotte  Frank  of  the  Advertising  Bu- 
reau, was  sojourning  in  New  York  last 
week  , , . Herb  Frank,  bureau  manager, 
plans  to  head  to  the  mountains  , , , Hy 
Teich  of  the  Four  Star  Press  has  Province- 
town  sand  in  his  shoes. 

Marty  Glazer,  Metropolitan  assistant 
publicist,  and  Jack  Saef,  Paramount  and 
Fenway  advertising  manager,  talked  over 
the  former’s  recent  trek  the  other  evening 
at  the  Cocoanut  Grove.  Leo  Levenson, 
head  of  the  candy  sales  at  the  M&P  Thea- 
tres Corp.,  made  it  a trio. 

Helen  Soule,  Specialty  Pictures  booker 
who  is  an  art  student  on  the  side,  vaca- 
tioned last  week  in  Gloucester  . , , May 
Fox  Woolfall,  cashier  at  Loew’s  State  for 
many  years,  spent  two  weeks  at  Ogunquit, 
Me, 

Paul  Ketchum,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Tower  in  Lowell  for  Roy  Heffner,  is 
back  from  Oklahoma  and  again  with  the 
Schine  circuit.  Ketchum  is  manager  in 
Hamilton.  N.  Y..  seat  of  Colgate  College 
. . . Martin  Sheridan,  Monogram  publicity 
manager  here,  has  been  yiamed  New  Eng- 
la7id  script  writer  for  NBC’s  “We,  the  Peo- 
ple.’’ Sheridan  already  covers  local  angles 
for  “Inside  Story.” 
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Variety  Club  Formed  Oklahoma  Income  Tax  Returns 
By  Okla.  Showmen  Indicate  a Decline  in  Profit 


Oklahoma  City — Twenty-four  state  the- 
atre executives  met  here  last  week  and 
formed  a proposed 
chapter  of  the  Va- 
riety Clubs  of  Ameri- 
ca, making  their  ap- 
plication for  a char- 
ter to  Pittsburgh, 
electing  officers,  set- 
ting dues  and  naming 
committees  to  inves- 
tigate possible  quar- 
ters, proposed  chari- 
ties and  establish 
standards  of  mem- 
L,.  c.  GRIFFITH  bership. 

L.  C.  Griffith,  president  of  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.,  was  elected  chief  barker. 
Other  officers  named  were  Morris  Loewen- 
stein,  MPTOA  secretary  and  president  of 
the  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma,  Inc.,  as 
first  assistant;  W.  P.  Moran,  of  South- 
western Theatres  Corp.  as  second  assist- 
ant; W.  B.  Zoellner,  manager  of  M-G-M 
exchange  here,  as  treasurer;  B.  J.  Mc- 
Kenna of  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  as 
secretary,  and  Ralph  Talbot,  head  of  Tal- 
bot Theatres,  Inc.  of  Tulsa;  Max  Brock, 
theatre  owner  at  Lawton;  Otto  Rohde, 
Vitagraph  manager  here;  Jack  Curry, 
Paramount;  Horace  R.  Falls  of  the  Grif- 
fith Amusement  Co.  and  Sol  Davis  of  Re- 
public as  directors. 

Among  others  attending  the  organiza- 
tion meeting,  charter  members,  were 
Claude  Fulgum,  Griffith  district  mana- 
ger; Bill  Slepka,  Okemah;  Orin  Nuchols; 
Jimmy  Hobbs,  Universal;  Ralph  Williams, 
RKO;  Harry  McKenna,  K.  Lee  Williams 
Film  Exchange;  Carl  Burton  of  Cordell; 
L.  E.  Brewer  of  Pauls  Valley;  Homer  Jones 
of  Alva;  Jake  Watkins  of  National  The- 
atre Supply  Co.;  Leonard  White  of  Weath- 
erford; Phil  Isley,  president  of  Southwest- 
ern Theatres;  Claude  Motley,  Griffith  di- 
vision manager,  and  Johnny  Giffin  of 
Miami,  Okla. 

Initiation  fee  for  local  members  was  set 
at  $25  with  annual  dues  at  $25  also,  while 
non-resident  initiation  fee  will  be  $15  and 
annual  dues  $10,  according  to  present 
plans. 

It  is  understood  that  arrangements  are 
now  being  made  for  headquarters  in  a 
local  hotel. 


Dallas  Variety  Quarters 
Undergo  Improvement 

Dallas — Larger  and  better  quarters  for 
the  Dallas  Variety  Club  are  now  becoming 
a reality,  with  work  under  way  on  the  17th 
floor  of  the  Adolphus  Hotel.  There  will  be 
an  extra  large  room  which  will  be  used 
for  luncheons  and  dancing. 

The  expansion  is  being  made  with  Va- 
riety’s national  1940  convention,  to  be 
held  here,  in  mind.  The  new  quarters 
will  be  ready  about  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember when  regular  Monday  noon  lunch- 
eons, recessed  for  the  summer,  will  be  re- 
sumed. 


Oklahoma  City — If  income  tax  reports 
have  anything  to-do  with  it  state  theatre- 
men  made  a lot  less  money  in  1937  than 
they  did  in  1936  for  the  Oklahoma  state 
tax  commission  has  just  released  detailed 
analysis  of  income  tax  returns  for  1938 
covering  1937  incomes  as  compared  with 
reports  of  the  previous  years. 

Examination  of  figures  for  the  theatre 
industry  in  the  state  by  Boxoffice  as  car- 
ried in  the  commission’s  special  reports, 
reveals  the  following  information; 

There  were  33  corporate  returns  in  the 
theatre  industry  in  1937  on  1936  incomes 
showing  a tax  liability  of  $33,559.28  as 
compared  with  28  returns  in  1938  on  1937 
income  showing  liability  of  $17,535.83. 

The  1937  figures  showed  3 returns  for 
$12,086.60  in  the  $50,000  to  $100,000  class 
and  one  in  the  over  $100,000  class  for  $9,- 
844.95  while  the  1938  figures  showed  2 in 
the  $50,000  to  $100,000  class  only  with 
$7,326.40  tax  liability. 

Other  breakdowns  show  three  for  $6,- 
769.23  in  1937  and  three  for  $4,672.07  in 
the  $25,000  to  $50,000  class;  one  for  $1,- 
307.40  in  1937  and  one  for  $1,302.00  in  the 

Personal  Property 
Tax  Still  Stands 

New  Orleans  — Filmrow  exchanges, 
which  have  been  battling  an  arbitrary 
personal  property  tax  of  $50,000  on  each 
exchange,  regardless  of  whether  they  are 
majors  or  independents,  found  this  week 
that  they  were  still  assessed  for  that 
amount  and  would  be  billed  on  that  amount 
during  1940. 

The  discovery  came  upon  inspection  of 
the  books  by  an  office  manager  who  was 
surprised  that  the  figure  was  carried  at 
that  amount,  in  view  of  the  suit  the  majors 
have  filed  on  the  subject.  Inquiry  disclosed 
the  tax  assessor’s  figures  stand  until  the 
court  rules. 

The  suit,  which  seeks  to  have  the  tax 
reduced  to  an  equitable  figure,  has  been 
in  court  for  months  while  lawyers  lor  the 
film  interests  and  for  the  state  tried  to 
work  out  a compromise.  One  appeared 
certain  for  a time  with  the  state  ac- 
cepting a valuation  on  film  based  upon  the 
physical  value  when  new,  but  rejecting  at- 
tempts to  include  depreciation  over  a pe- 
riod of  months. 


Checks  In  Johnson 

Rising  Star,  Tex. — Elmer  Gordon,  field 
man  for  the  Liberty  theatre  circuit  owned 
by  E.  E.  Lutz  of  Dallas,  has  been  here 
checking  in  H.  H.  Johnson,  formerly  of 
RKO  Theatres  at  Pecos,  who  is  now  local 
manager,  replacing  Prank  Cross,  who 
moved  to  Lovington,  N.  M.,  and  a mana- 
ger’s job. 


$15,000  to  $25,000  class;  three  for  $2,069.86 
in  1937  and  three  for  $2,308.59  in  1938 
in  the  $10,000  to  $15,000  class.  Returns 
in  the  $500  and  less  class  showed  13  for 
$163.69  in  1937  as  compared  with  8 for 
$68.48  in  1938. 

Number  of  returns  during  each  of  four 
past  years  on  the  incomes  of  the  pre- 
vious year  in  the  state  corporate  theatre 
business  were  shown  as  follows:  1938 — 28; 
1937—33;  1936—30  and  1935—21.  Tire  28 
for  1938  represented  .99  of  all  returns. 

Tax  liability  reported  for  the  same  pe- 
riods were  as  follows;  1938 — $17,535.83; 
1937— $33,559.28;  1936— $18,215.41  and  1935 
—$9,137.14.  The  $17,535.83  in  1938  repre- 
sented 37  per  cent  of  total  tax  liability 
reported  by  all  lines  of  business. 

Indications  of  trends  in  theatre  income 
can  readily  be  gleaned  by  reports  for  the 
same  four  years  on  the  average  tax  liabil- 
ity reported  which  was  listed  by  the  com- 
missions as  follows;  1938 — $626.28;  1937 
—$1,016.95;  1936— $607.18  and  1935— 
$435.10. 

Oklahoma  City  Figures 

Figures  broken  down  for  Oklahoma  City 
firms  alone  showed  six  reporting  $6,754.39 
in  1938  as  compared  with  nine  paying 
$17,589.14  in  1937.  In  the  1938  Oklahoma 
City  returns  they  were  broken  down  into 
the  following  groups;  Up  to  $500  class, 
cne  return  for  $7.83;  $1,000  to  $2,000  class, 
two  returns  for  $163.51;  $15,000  to  $25,000 
class,  one  return  for  $1,302,000;  $50,000 
to  $100,000  class,  one  return  for  $3,736.32. 

The  Oklahoma  City  break-down  figures 
for  1937  on  1936  income  was  as  follows; 
$500  class,  five  for  $64.74;  $1,000  class,  one 
for  $494.05;  $25,000  to  $50,000  class,  one 
for  $1,931.58;  $50,000  to  $100,000  class,  one 
for  $5,253.83  and  over  $100,000  class,  one 
for  $9,844.95. 

'The  same  break-down  for  the  theatre  in- 
dustry was  also  compiled  for  'Tulsa,  second 
largest  city  in  the  state,  which  had  six 
returns  for  $5,459.37  in  1938  on  1937  in- 
come as  compared  with  five  for  $5,854.46 
in  1937  on  1936  income. 

The  Tulsa  1938  figures  showed  the  fol- 
lowing classifications;  $500  class,  one  for 
$1.78;  $500  to  $1,000  class,  one  for  $39.07; 
$2,000  to  $3,000  class,  two  for  $282.43; 
$25,000  to  $50,000  class,  one  for  $1,546.01 
and  $50,000  to  $100,000  class,  one  for  $3,- 
590.08. 

The  Tulsa  1937  figures  on  1936  income 
showed  two  for  $28.90  in  the  $500  class; 
one  for  $62.68  in  the  $1,000  to  $2,000 
group;  one  for  $2,568.09  in  the  $25,000  to 
$50,000  class  and  one  for  $3,194.79  in  the 
$50,000  to  $100,000  class. 

A comparison  of  tax  liability  reported 
for  the  two  cities  for  each  of  the  last  four 
years  on  the  previous  year’s  income  re- 
veals the  following; 


Oklahoma  City 

Tulsa 

1938— 

$ 6,754.39 

$5,459.37 

1937— 

17,589.41 

5,854.46 

1936— 

7,316.27 

3,469.15 

1935— 

2,288.43 

2,633.80 
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Meet  Daisy.  Louise.  Leona  and  Ava — 

The  four  Bcrnetie  sisters  of  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  who  won  a three-day  trip  to 
Neiv  York  in  a eontest  sponsored  by  the  Carolina  Theatre,  the  Charlotte  News 
and  Warner  Bros.,  as  part  of  the  campaign  for  “Daughters  Courageous.” 


A Jam  in  Van  Buren 
As  Burns  Relurns 

Van  Buren,  Ark. — This  Ozark  hamlet 
of  5,000  was  swelled  to  105,000  for  the 
homecoming  of  native  son  Bob  Burns  and 
the  world  premiere  of  his  new  Paramount 
picture,  “Our  Leading  Citizen,” 

Representatives  from  nearly  every  state 
in  the  south,  including  figures  high  in 
politics,  took  part  in  the  celebration  which 
started  early  Monday  morning  and  con- 
tinued until  the  early  hours  next  day. 
Noted  were  Gov.  Carl  E.  Bailey:  Crip 
Hall,  secretary  of  state;  Gray  Albright, 
superintendent  of  state  police:  Gov,  James 
E.  Berry  of  Oklahoma:  Mayor  John  V, 
Satterfield  of  Little  Rock;  Mayor  Thomas 
English  of  Van  Buren,  and  Mayor  James 
Jordan  of  Fort  Smith, 

Impromptu  celebrations  started  several 
days  before  the  premiere  and  the  arrival 
of  the  Hollywood  contingent,  which  in- 
cluded Burns,  Susan  Hayward  and  Joseph 
Allen.  The  latter  two  enact  the  romantic 
leads  in  the  picture. 

Festivities  formally  began  when  Burns 
lost  in  an  early  morning  horseshoe  pitch- 
ing contest  at  the  American  Legion  jubi- 
lee picnic  at  Election  Park,  midway  be- 
tween Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith, 

A Dream  Fuliilled 

A luncheon  welcoming  Burns  back  to 
Van  Buren  and  honoring  Miss  Hayward 
and  Allen  was  presided  over  by  Governor 
Bailey.  Answering  the  welcoming  remarks 
by  Bailey.  Burns  said,  “I  used  to  sit  on  a 
truck  by  the  Missouri  Pacific-Iron  Moun- 
tain-Southern-Fort Smith  and  Van  Buren 
Railroad  and  watch  the  trains  go  by  and 
see  the  rich  folk  eating  in  the  dining  car. 
I dreamed  that  some  day  I’d  go  to  the 
city  and  be  a big  man.  Then  I’d  come 
back.  Well,  I have  come  back  and  the 
dream  of  my  life  is  fulfilled.” 

After  the  luncheon,  Allen  lost  his  coat 
in  a tussle  with  a mob  of  girls.  He  was 
rescued  by  Arkansas  state  troopers.  Miss 
Hayward  escaped  similar  treatment,  only 
because  she  was  protected  by  a detail  of 
Oklahoma  highway  patrolmen.  Burns 
shook  hands  for  two  hours  before  he  was 


whisked  away  to  Fort  Smith  for  safe 
keeping. 

In  the  afternoon,  a huge  throng  pa- 
raded through  Van  Buren.  then  continued 
on  to  Fort  Smith. 

CBS  carried  a coast-to-coast  broadcast 
of  a radio  program  held  in  connection  with 
the  celebration  and  which  originated  in 
the  Bob  Burns  Theatre. 

Governor  Bailey  made  the  opening  ad- 
dress, followed  by  Burns,  Miss  Hayward, 
AUen,  and  Mrs.  Frances  W.  Shaver,  Burns’ 
former  high  school  teacher  in  Van  Buren. 
Others  on  the  program  were  Dorothy  Gib- 
son, organist:  Martha  Taylor,  who  sang 
“The  Call  of  the  Ozarks;”  Joseph  Ropollo, 
who  sang  “Go  Fly  a Kite,”  from  Bing 
Crosby’s  new  film  “The  Star  Maker,”  and 
Eunice  Benefield,  who  sang  “God  Bless 
America.”  Music  was  furnished  by  Jimmie 
Grace  and  his  Ozarkians. 

From  Theatre-to-Theatre 

Burns,  Miss  Hayward  and  Allen  were  in 
for  their  most  intensive  work  of  the  day 
when  they  raced  from  one  theatre  to  an- 
other. six  in  all,  making  personal  appear- 
ances before  the  start  of  “Our  Leading 
Citizen.”  Tickets  were  sold  to  five  theatres, 
only  the  Bob  Burns  being  reserved  for  the 
press  and  leading  citizens  of  towns  nearby 
Van  Buren  and  Fort  Smith. 

After  the  premiere,  Miss  Hayward  and 


Allen  attended  the  official  dance  at  “21 
Club.”  Burns,  exhausted,  didn’t  go. 


Police  of  Three  States 
Handle  Premiere  Crowds 

Van  Buren,  Ark. — ^Police  of  three  states 
were  mobilized  to  handle  crowds  and  traf- 
fic in  connection  with  the  world  premiere 
of  Paramount’s  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  and 
Bob  Burns’  homecoming  jubilee  here 
Monday. 

At  the  request  of  Mayor  Tom  English 
of  Van  Buren,  Governor  Bailey  of  Arkan- 
sas, assigned  30  state  troopers  to  special 
duty  here  and  in  nearby  Fort  Smith;  Gov- 
ernor Stark  of  Missouri  assigned  10  Mis- 
souri state  police  to  the  event,  and  Gover- 
nor Phillips  of  Oklahoma  sent  a similar 
contingent. 


H.  S.  Cole  Builds  Third 
House  in  Bonham.  Tex, 

Dallas — Maj.  H.  S.  Cole  is  putting  in  a 
new  and  third  theatre  at  Bonham.  A 
building  has  been  leased  and  the  working 
plans  are  ready.  It  will  be  a “C”  house 
to  be  known  as  the  “Elite”  with  admission 
prices  of  5,  10  and  15  cents.  His  other 
houses  are  the  Grand  and  Best. 

J.  T.  Darsay  of  Grapeland  was  on  the 
Row  Wednesday  and  bought  equipment  for 
a new  theatre  he  has  under  way  in  Lin- 
da!e,  between  Tyler  and  Mineola.  The 
town  has  been  without  a regular  theatre 
but  has  been  a favorite  stand  for  tent 
shows.  Darsay  said  he  is  new  in  the  busi- 
ness but  anxious  to  learn.  He  subscribed  to 
Boxoffice  for  a year. 


Malco  Adds  Winona 

Memphis — M.  A.  Lightman,  president 
of  Malco  Theatres,  has  added  another 
theatre  to  his  circuit.  He  advises  that  ef- 
fective August  15  he  is  taking  over  the 
Winona  Theatre  at  Winona,  Miss.  This 
theatre  has  been  operated  for  the  past  28 
years  by  Max  Davitts.  Other  houses  oper- 
ated by  Lightman  in  Mississippi  are  lo- 
cated at  West  Point,  Columbus  and  Tu- 
pelo. 


The  Oiiicial  Barkers  Smile — 

Snapped  at  the  informal  party  opening  of  the  Atlanta  Variety  Club,  Tent  21. 
Left  to  right:  Harry  Ballance,  Bob  Wilby,  W.  K.  Jenkins  and  Charles  Kess- 
nich,  officers  of  the  newly- formed  organization. 
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gN  ROUTE  to  Clarendon  in  a chartered 
new  air-conditioned  bus,  25  bookers  of 
Dallas  Pilmrow  were  ready  to  set  out  on 
the  350-mile  journey  shortly  after  dawn 
Saturday  to  join  Homer  Mulkey  in  a 
two-day  celebration  of  his  29th  anniver- 
sary in  show  business.  The  tourists  were 
to  be  V.  J.  Gregg,  Claud  Atkinson,  Wylie 
Leverett  and  T.  P.  Tidwell  of  20th-Pox; 
Charles  Kelly,  C.  H.  Brooks,  Leroy  Whit- 
tington and  Jack  Garretson,  M-G-M; 
Cotton  Vogelpohl,  Phil  Morand,  Mart 
Dowell  and  Smith  of  Warner  Bros.;  Sebe 
Miller,  Andrew  Sisk,  Bill  Rau  and  Law- 
rence Jones,  Paramount;  Johnnie  Cum- 
mins, Jack  Walton,  Harold  Wilson  and 
Lynn  Harrington,  RKO;  E.  V.  Green,  Uni- 
versal; Max  Sexton  of  Republic;  Tim 
Stamps  and  Mon  Whicher,  Columbia;  Bob 
Euler  and  Forrest  White,  independent 
bookers;  J.  M.  Reynolds  of  Allied,  and  V. 
W.  Crisp  of  Boxoffice.  Tidwell,  Brooks 
and  Sexton  arranged  the  trip. 

Hal  Norfleet,  publicity  man  for  Repub- 
lic, is  back  in  town  after  four  weeks  in  the 
wilds  of  Broadway  and  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair.  He  was  with  the  party  of 
Republic  officials  who  entered  the  Gotham 
press  at  the  company’s  cocktail  party 
which  celebrated  the  exit  of  Gene  Autry 
for  England  on  a personal  appearance 
tour.  Norfleet  recommends  a show  on  42nd 
St.  for  the  tired  film  man. 

Lloyd  Rust,  manager  of  the  Republic 


exchange,  was  rushed  to  St.  Paul’s  Hos- 
pital for  an  appendectomy.  He  is  in  room 
301. 

P.  G.  Cameron,  owner  of  the  Peak  and 
just  back  from  a vacation  in  California, 
said  his  plan  to  buy  the  Arcadia  in  Dallas 
did  not  materialize. 

The  J.  W.  Curleys  and  their  son, 
Stephen,  were  on  the  Row,  Wednesday. 
Stephen,  a graduate  of  A&M,  is  now  ac- 
tive in  the  family’s  National  Theatre  in 
Bridgeport,  handling  booking  and  adver- 
tising. 

Operating  a hardware  store  in  Mid- 
lothian and  managing  the  Key  Theatre 
there,  is  the  combination  worked  out  by 
Clovis  Britton,  who  was  in  town  Tuesday. 
The  theatre  is  owned  by  J.  O.  "Buddy” 
Harris. 

Rumor  which  appears  to  have  strong 
foundation  is  that  there  will  be  as  many 
as  three  additional  independent  theatres 
in  Houston  if  certain  other  theatres  now 
building  or  in  preparation  are  realized. 

News  reaches  the  Row  that  Mrs.  Maggie 
Scott,  owner  of  the  Rio  at  Odessa,  is  va- 
cationing in  California  for  a month. 

Also  in  California  is  the  Fred  Canata 
family.  He  is  general  manager  of  the 
Horwitz  theatres  in  Houston. 

Buddy  Harris  is  back  on  the  job  after  a 


short  visit  to  the  hospital  and  a few  days’ 
rest  at  home  during  which  time  he  beat 
the  surgeon’s  knife.  He  did  lose  a little 
weight,  however. 

Leslie  Wilkes,  who  left  with  his  family 
for  New  York  two  weeks  ago,  has  landed 
in  St.  Louis  and  is  working  for  RKO. 

J.  C.  Chatmas  of  Marlin  was  on  one  of 
his  breezy  booking  trips  Tuesday.  He’s  a 
busy  man  with  his  two  theatres,  but  last 
week  he  found  a few  hours  to  golf  in 
Waco  with  Leroy  Bickel.  Chatmas  has  just 
completed  revamping  the  Palace.  He  says 
you  just  have  to  do  those  things  once  in  a 
while.  He  has  held  Marlin,  uncontested, 
for  many  years. 

Tex  Ritter  and  Jack  Randall,  Mono- 
gram stars,  presented  a regulation  boxing 
ring  to  the  Variety  Club  boys’  recreation 
camp  at  the  R.  E.  Griffith  farm  near  Bel- 
ton. Marshall  Brown,  director  of  the 
camp,  says  the  boys  are  getting  a big  kick 
out  of  their  bouts  and  that  a new  champ 
may  be  developed.  John  Franconi  was 
more  than  pleased  about  the  whole  thing. 

E.  P.  and  B.  G.  Berber  spent  last  Sun- 
day in  Austin,  visiting  and  celebrating 
with  their  father  on  his  81st  birthday. 

Harrowing  thrills  of  a would-be  fishing 
trip  into  the  wilds  of  Mexico  were  told  to 
friends  by  C.  V.  (Uncle  Vic)  Jones,  R&R 
(Continued  on  page  95) 
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Special  WASHED  AIR  Cooling  Equipment 
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MOTOR-PUMPS 

TEX-ROPE  DRIVES 

AIR  DISTRIBUTORS 


OPERADIO  MATCHED  UNITS 
NEW  MASTER  MODEL  SOUND 
HEADS  . . . New  Full  Range 
Amplifiers  with  S-4  Curva- 

linear  Speakers  and  No.  41 
Horns. 

USED  AMPLIFIERS 
USED  SOUND  HEADS 
STRONG  LAMPS 
PROJECTION  MACHINES 


Complete  Line  of  Projection  Machine  Parts 
and  Accessories 

BERBER  BROTHERS 


"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always' 

210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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J^ASHVILLE’s  newest  and  one  of  its  fin- 
est neighborhood  theatres,  the  Wood- 
bine, is  scheduled  to  open  August  17. 
Charlie  Bess,  formerly  with  Fifth  Avenue, 
is  slated  to  be  the  manager.  Manning  of 
this  and  other  new  theatres  will  give  sev- 
eral members  of  the  personnels  of  older 
theatres  a chance  to  “move  up.”  The  open- 
ing film  will  be  “The  Lady  From  Ken- 
tucky.” 

Thaxton  H.  Stafford.  Griffin,  Ga.,  thea- 
tre manager,  recently  married  Miss  Irene 
Butler,  a Chattanooga  school  teacher. 
After  the  wedding  in  Deland.  Fla.,  they 
honeymooned  at  Daytona  Beach. 

Complimentary  theatre  tickets  are  be- 
ing given  in  Chattanooga  to  autoists  whose 
careful  driving  attracts  attention""  of  the 
police.  They  are  presented  by  the  police. 
It  is  proving  a pleasing  diversion  in  a 
city-wide  safety  program.  The  theatres 
like  it  too. 

Cumberland  Amusement’s  new  theatre 
at  McMinnville,  has  been  narhed  “The 
Park”  and  will  open  September  1.  Eight 
persons  were  presented  with  month’s 
passes  for  giving  this  title  in  a contest  for 
selection  of  the  name. 

Center  Theatre,  McMinnville,  estab- 
lished May  27  by  Carter  Welburn,  of  Gun- 
tersville,  Ala.,  has  been  purchased  by  Ray 
Smith,  who  will  make  many  improve- 
ments. Smith  recently  disposed  of  a thea- 
tre in  Woodbury. 

Harry  Carey,  Hollywood  motion  picture 
actor,  remembered  best  for  a part  in 
“Trader  Horn,”  was  the  recent  guest  of 
Tony  Sudekum,  president  of  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  Nashville. 

In  an  unexpected  flood  doing  $100,000 
damage  to  the  business  section  of  the  city, 
the  Princess  Theatre,  Lebanon,  was  heav- 
ily damaged  by  water  that  stood  three 
feet  deep  in  the  aisles.  A cloudbui’st, 
flooding  a creek  that  runs  through  the 
city,  caused  the  damage. 

Tony  Sudekum,  who  served  as  master  of 
ceremonies  at  the  opening  of  the  new 
Capitol  Theatre  at  Springfield,  expressed 
his  appreciation  for  the  fine  reception 
given  the  latest  unit  in  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.  group.  Films  of  the  open- 
ing were  taken  by  Dewet  Mousson  of  the 
Knickerbocker,  Nashville.  A.  L.  Hancock 
is  manager  of  the  Capitol. 


Emma  Cox  Building  Her 
Second  at  Osceola 

Osceola,  Ark. — The  building  on  high- 
way 61,  north  of  Cramer’s  Cafe,  is  being 
remodeled  and  equipped  for  a second-run 
theatre  by  Miss  Emma  Cox,  owner  of  the 
Gem  Theatre  here.  The  new  house  will 
seat  300  and  will  be  provided  with 
cushioned  seats  and  other  modern  equip- 
ment, including  a cooling  system.  Work  is 
being  pushed  as  fast  as  possible  in  order 
to  open  the  first  week  in  September. 

Name  of  the  new  house  has  not  been 
selected.  Miss  Cox  is  sponsoring  a con- 
test and  is  offering  a pass  for  every  show 
for  90  days  to  the  one  suggesting  the  win- 
ning name. 


A Studio  Visitor — 

J.  L.  Woods,  exhibitor  from  Corssett, 
Ark.,  chats  with  Frank  McHugh,  cos- 
tumed for  his  role  in  “The  Roaring 
Twenties”  on  the  Warner  lot. 


East  on  Film  Deals 

Dallas — R.  J.  O'Donnell,  Interstate  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  was  to 
leave  late  in  the  week  by  plane  for  New 
York  to  negotiate  next  year  film  deals. 


Turns  on  Cooling  System 

San  Benito,  Tex. — Ed  Brady  has  turned 
on  the  new  air  conditioning  plant  in  the 
Rivoli  here. 


World  Fair  Interlude — 

Hugh  Braly,  Paramount's  district  man- 
ager in  Dallas,  stops  off  at  the  com- 
pany's Fair  headquarters  in  the  home 
office. 


JN  TOWN  the  middle  of  last  week  was 

our  old  friend,  Taylor  Byars  of  Dallas. 
Taylor  is  a cinematographer  of  no  mean 
ability  and  had  been  out  in  west  Texas 
shooting  a scenic  travelogue  dealing  with 
the  many  beauty  spots  in  the  Lone  Star 
state. 

The  neiv  director  and  producer  at  the 
Joy  Theatre  is  Teddy  Harris,  who  hails 
from  California  . . . Major  Bowes’  stage 
show  revue  at  the  Majestic  Theatre 
brought  back  a familiar  face  to  the  or- 
chestra pit,  Ernest  Hauser,  widely  known 
in  music  and  radio  circles  as  an  orchestra 
leader -violinist. 

Assistant  Chief-of-Service  Byron  “Bar- 
ney” Lane  of  the  Texas  Theatre,  is  on  a 
fishing  excursion  along  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Miss  Rebecca  de  la  Garza,  employe  of 
the  Latin- American  Film  exchange  here, 
has  returned  from  a delightful  vacation  in 
Laredo,  Tex.,  and  Monterey,  Mex. 

Visiting  showmen  at  tl*e  Azteca  Films 
office  here  were  Rubin  Frels,  Uptown, 
Victoria,  and  Senor  and  Senora  M.  Benitez 
of  the  National  Theatre,  Weslaco.  They 
were  in  setting  release  dates  for  their 
houses.  Newest  release  for  the  week  is  en- 
titled “Juan  Sin  Miedo,”  which  played  the 
Teatro  Nacional  last  week. 

Other  visitors  included  Gaston  Levy, 
Major  Bowes’  advance  agent;  Russ  Mor- 
gan, band  leader,  and  Marc  Daniels,  cast- 
ing director  for  Jesse  Lasky. 

After  experiencing  poor  business  at 
Berg’s  Mill  near  here,  “Doc”  Alarkin  and 
His  Medicine  Show  have  struck  out  to  try 
their  luck  along  the  Texas  Gulf  Coast. 
The  troupe  will  play  Corpus  Christ!  and 
Robstown. 

Our  news  scout  informs  us  Doorman 
Tommy  Lee  at  the  Majestic  Theatre  looks 
a great  deal  like  Kenny  Baker. 


BRANCH  MANAGERS  WANTED! 

ATLANTA  — CHARLOTTE  — DALLAS 

National  Independent  Film  Distributing  Organization  opening  offices  in  above 
cities  requires  services  of  experienced  branch  manager  in  each.  All  applications 
will  be  held  in  strictest  confidence. 

Address  Replies  to: 

BOX  117,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood,  Cal. 
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pAUL  BARON,  Universal’s  Charlotte 
branch  manager,  who  has  been  eleceted 
eastern  drive  leader  for  the  13-week  drive, 
spent  Sunday  in  Memphis,  where  he  held 
a very  enthusiastic  meeting.  After  the 
meeting  he  and  Jimmy  Prichard,  local 
branch  manager,  were  hosts  at  a luncheon 
at  the  Variety  Club  for  the  entire  per- 
sonnel . . . Lyle  Richmond  of  the  Missouri 
Theatre,  Senath,  and  John  Mohrstadt  of 
the  Missouri,  Hayti,  were  in  town  this 
week  and  advised  they  were  just  back 
from  two  grand  weeks’  vacation,  with 
their  wives.  The  first  week  was  spent 
in  Sangatuck,  Mich.,  and  the  second  one 
in  Muskogee.  They  reported  one  of  the 
highlights  of  the  trip  was  aboard  the 
steamer  across  Lake  Michigan  into  Mil- 
waukee. The  cool  nights  were  most  en- 
joyable. 

Bailey  Prichard  of  the  Peerless  Poster 
Exchange  is  back  on  the  job  after  an  ab- 
sence of  several  days  due  to  a summer 
cold  . . . R.  H.  Collins,  who  has  for  the 
past  year  operated  the  Country  Show  at 
Maben,  Miss.,  was  in  town  this  week,  to- 
gether with  J.  D.  Courtney,  whom  he  ad- 
vised was  taking  over  the  show  as  of 
August  1.  Collins  was  assisting  him  in  ar- 
ranging his  bookings,  and  seeing  that  he 
met  the  bookers  and  managers  of  the  var- 
ious film  exchanges.  Courtney  was  form- 
erly connected  with  the  Rosedale  Theatre 
at  Rosedale,  Miss. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  R.  V. 
McGinnins  of  the  New  at  Hope,  Ark.;  Bur- 
ris and  Henley  Smith  of  Pocahontas;  K.  K. 
King,  Searcy,  Ark.;  J.  W.  Crabtree  jr.. 
Cotton  Plant;  C.  W.  Tipton,  Manila,  Mo- 
nette  and  Carraway;  G.  H.  Goff,  Parsons 
and  Bruceton;  Don  Landers,  Radio,  Har- 
risburg; Otis  Taylor,  Dresden;  and  Mrs. 
Mark  Attwood,  Amusu,  Pordyce,  Ark.  . . . 
Jack  Watson  of  the  Palace  Theatre  at 
Tunica,  Miss.,  is  back  after  a vacation 
spent  in  Hot  Springs.  Tom  Balias  of  the 
Madison  Theatre,  Memphis,  is  driving  a 
new  Hudson  . . . C.  P.  Lester,  southern 
district  manager  for  National  Screen, 
spent  several  days  in  Memphis  this  week 
with  his  local  manager,  R.  H,  Conway. 

This  past  weekend  seems  to  have  been 
the  official  ‘outing’  week  for  Filmrow. 
The  RKO  gang  closed  the  office  at  noon 
Saturday  and  drove  out  to  Harbin’s  Lake, 
heavily  laden  with  good  things  to  eat. 
While  about  a mile  further  down  the  high- 
way, Tom  Young  and  his  20th  Century- 
Fox  gang  were  enjoying  similar  festivities 
at  Cobb’s  Lake.  In  the  afternoon,  Jimmy 
Scheibler,  office  manager,  together  with 
Zula  Wehrum,  also  of  RKO  office,  de- 
cided to  be  sociable  and  visit  the  Fox 
party.  In  their  haste  and  anxiety  to  get 
there  as  quickly  as  possible,  it  seems  they 
over-stepped  the  speed  limit.  This  fact 
was  very  forcibly  and  suddenly  called  to 
their  attention  by  the  shrill  siren  of  a 
motorcycle  cop,  much  to  their  chagrin. 
During  the  next  few  minutes  Scheibler’s 
vocal  cords  seemed  to  have  become  com- 
pletely paralyzed.  However,  Zula  came  to 
the  rescue  and  convinced  the  officer  they 
were  traveling  at  a mere  snail’s  pace. 

R.  H.  Conway,  branch  manager  of  NSS 


took  his  gang  and  went  to  Maywood.  After 
having  partaken  of  food  until  they  were 
in  misery,  Conway  decides  to  stage  a jit- 
terburg  contest,  and  we  hear  from  reli- 
able sources  that  he  is  now  “King  of  the 
Jitterbugs,”  and  plans  on  entering  all 
Jitterbug  contests  in  the  future  . . . Jimmy 
Prichard  and  his  Universalites  spent  the 
week-end  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  Bob 
Smallwood’s  Lodge  at  Darden  Lake,  Miss. 

. . . Charles  McElravy,  who  is  well  known 
in  the  theatre  circles,  and  who  has  been 
manager  of  the  Ellis  Auditorium  in  Mem- 
phis for  many  years,  has  just  been  elected 
secretary  of  the  National  Auditorium 
Managers’  Ass’n. 

Louie  Weaver,  manager  of  the  loeal  Cap- 
itol Theatre  and  Lew  Andrews,  offiee  man- 
ager for  the  Malco  circuit,  have  just  re- 
turned from  a trip  to  Atlanta.  Louie  went 
on  to  West  Point,  Ga.,  where  he  visited  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Hugh  Allen,  who  is  manager 
of  L.  J.  Dunean’s  West  Point  Theatre  . . . 
Floyd  Murphy,  salesman  for  United  Ar- 
tists out  of  New  Orleans  was  a recent 
Memphis  visitor  . . . Bill  Scruggs  of  the 
RKO  office  is  now  vacationing  in  the 
Smoky  Mountains  in  east  Tennessee. 

H.  K.  Keitle,  branch  manager  of  Ross 
Federal  Service  in  Dallas,  and  his  wife, 
spent  several  days  in  Memphis,  prior  to 
going  on  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  where  they 
spent  the  balance  of  their  vacation.  Cliff 
Wallace  of  the  local  office,  despite  a dis- 
located shoulder,  was  busy  showing  them 
the  city  . . . The  reason  for  “Shine”  Tyson’s 
big  smile  these  days  is  because  of  the 
huge  success  of  the  Watermelon  Festival 
which  has  just  been  held  in  Water  Valley, 
Miss.  He  says  watermelons  and  his  Grand 
Theatre  were  what  put  Water  Valley  on 
the  map. 

Charles  Collier  of  Shaw  and  C.  H.  Col- 


Lasky  Talent  Hunt  Visit 
Is  Eagerly  Awaited 

Houston — This  town  is  agog  over  the 
forthcoming  visit  of  the  Lasky  talent  hunt 
players,  Edmund  Lowe,  Anita  Louise  and 
Wendy  Barrie,  who  will  appear  in  stage 
skits  at  the  Metropolitan  with  the  36  boys 
and  girls  selected  as  Houston  contestants. 
The  skits  will  be  given  the  week  of 
August  10. 

Several  members  of  Margo  Jones’  Inti- 
mate Theatre  group,  a local  company  spon- 
sored by  the  city  recreation  department, 
are  said  to  have  made  a real  impression 
on  Marc  Daniels,  the  Lasky  scout  who  is 
holding  preliminary  auditions  for  the  talent 
contestants.  Rita  Moise,  a pretty  brunette, 
has  been  given  unusual  plugs  by  the  local 
dailies. 


Her  of  Drew  have  advised  they  will  fly 
to  the  Fair  in  New  York  the  latter  part  of 
the  month.  They  will  make  the  trip  in 
Charles’  plane,  as  he  is  now  a full  fledged 
pilot.  They  expect  to  be  gone  about  ten 
days  . . . Bernard  Haber f eld  of  the  Var- 
sity at  Amory,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  daughter,  are  off  to  San  Fra?icisco 
and  Hollywood.  While  in  Hollyivood  they 
will  visit  several  of  the  studios. 

From  Memphis  at  the  “Our  Leading 
Citizen”  premiere  at  Van  Buren,  Ark., 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Lightman,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ed  Sapinsley,  M.  A.  Lightman 
jr.,  and  Mary  Jo  Tate  of  the  Malco  cir- 
cuit; A1  Avery  and  R.  V.  Reagin  of  RKO; 
Frank  Willingham  and  Todd  Ferguson  of 
M-G-M;  Tom  Young  of  20th-Fox;  Bill 
Bugie,  Tom  Watson,  Jim  Wheatley  and 
Howard  Dean  of  Paramount;  Jimmy  Rog- 
ers, Herb  Kohn  and  Tommy  Haynes  of 
Columbia;  Ollie  Williamson  and  Tony  Car- 
ruth  of  Vitagraph,  and  Jimmy  Prichard 
and  Ben  Jordan  of  Universal. 


AND  THOSE  WHO  WANT  THE  BEST 

ARE  BUYING 

Projectors 

^ ^ TRADE  MARK  RCG'O.  ■ 

The  Pinnacle  of  Projection  Achievement.  We  Chal- 
lenge the  World  to  Surpass  Its  Quality.  Demon- 
strations and  Comparisons  Gladly  Arranged. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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OKIILA.  CinnY 

^EN  thousand  dollars  was  set  as  the 

capital  paid  in  Oklahoma  on  K.  Lee 
Williams  Tlieatres,  Inc.,  Delaware  char- 
ter, registered  with  the  Oklahoma  secre- 
tary of  state  last  week  . . . Calvin  Coun- 
cil goes  to  Claremore  as  manager  of  the 
Yale  and  Palace  theatres  from  Welling- 
ton, Tex.  He  has  been  associated  with 
Griffith  since  1935,  first  having  been  em- 
ployed in  theatres  at  Wink,  Tex.  In  1936 
he  was  promoted  to  management  of  the- 
atres at  Kermit  and  Goldsmith,  Tex. 

George  Laham  writes  Bob  Pfotenhauer 
he  is  having  a fine  time  in  California  on 
his  vacation,  and  is  due  back  here  the  mid- 
dle of  this  month  . . . Emery  Austin,  as- 
sistant general  manager  of  Ralph  Talbot 
Theatres  at  Tulsa,  is  vacationing. 

T.  B.  Noble  jr.,  managing  director  of 
the  State,  is  off  to  Pueblo,  Colo.,  on  busi- 
ness . . . Paul  Townsend,  manager  of  the 
Liberty,  Providence,  R.  I.,  is  visiting 
friends  . . . Kenneth  Knight,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Tower,  is  also  visiting 
friends,  but  on  the  west  coast. 

Lewis  Barton,  the  mayor  of  Stroud,  is 
all  set  to  reopen  his  Ritz  Theatre  there  . . . 
Glen  Thompson  has  opened  his  new 
Thompson  Theatre  at  Tishomingo.  It  re- 
places the  Princess,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  a while  back.  We  also  understand 
Glen  is  building  a new  theatre  at  Colbert, 
Okla.,  which,  at  present,  is  without  a 
house. 

Paramoimt  Pep  Club  members  are  now 
recuperating  from  their  all-day  picnic  at 
Camp  Don  Shelley,  near  Oklahoma  City, 
which  some  70  film  people  and  their  friends 
attended.  Tliere  were  plenty  of  games  for 
all. 

The  new  State  Theatre  at  Sapulpa,  Grif- 
fith house,  will  be  opened  within  the  next 
week,  it  is  understood.  It  is  to  be  a “B” 


house  of  some  550  seats  and  will  be  in 
charge  of  Jimmy  Zartuludes. 

A number  of  Griffith  home  office  execu- 
tives, including  L.  C.  Griffith,  H.  R.  Falls, 
B.  J.  McKenna  and  H.  O.  Stark,  went  to 
Ardmore  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Jeanette 
Herzmark,  sister  of  Harry  Loewenstein, 
Griffith  partner  at  Ardmore. 

Sol  Sacks,  southerji  district  manager  for 
RKO,  is  in  town  workmg  on  a deal  with 
Griffith  . . . Louis  Groves  is  getting  set  to 
open  his  new  Villa  Theatre  here.  It  will 
have  600  seats  . . . Norma  Rylander  will 
open  the  New  Theatre  at  Langley,  Okla., 
shortly. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lankister,  owners  of 
the  Majestic  Theatre  at  Allen,  Okla.,  are 
taking  in  the  New  York  World’s  Pair. 
They  plan  on  being  gone  about  a month. 
Leon  Kidwell  is  in  charge  of  the  theatre 
during  their  absence.  He  has  been  with 
the  Lankisters  for  six  years. 

Walnut  Ridge  Opening 
Set  for  September  1 

Walnut  Ridge,  Ark. — ^Work  is  being 
completed  on  the  new  theatre  here.  The 
house  belongs  to  the  New  Theatre  Co.  J. 
J.  Sharum  will  manage  the  house,  which 
will  be  the  second  film  theatre  for  Wal- 
nut Ridge.  Opening  is  scheduled  for 
September  1. 


Holds  Formal  Opening 

Altus,  Ark. — The  Altus  Theatre,  owned 
by  J.  P.  Baker  and  operated  by  James 
Baker  and  Jack  Pitts,  held  its  formal 
opening  last  week.  A large  crowd  was  on 
hand  for  the  opening.  The  house  seats  240. 


Termer  to  Chertok 

Hollywood  — Metro  has  given  Jack 
Chertok,  short  subjects  product,  a new 
termer. 
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P^USH 

Q^IRRY  L.  DOIG,  who  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  K.  Lee  Williams  Thea- 
tres for  the  past  six  years,  has  assumed 
the  managership  of  Nashville’s  two  houses, 
the  Howard  and  the  Liberty,  both  of  which 
belong  to  the  K.  Lee  Williams  group.  Doig 
replaces  Louis  Littlefair,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  Dallas.  Doig  has  managed 
several  houses  for  the  circuit  in  the  Nash- 
ville vicinity,  being  stationed  at  DeQueen 
for  several  months.  He  was  also  at  Broken 
Bow,  Okla.,  for  some  time  . . . The  Ritz, 
Morrilton,  has  announced  that  Sunday 
night  shows  have  been  inaugurated. 

The  Treece  Theatre,  Marshall,  an- 
nounces the  installation  of  new  projection 
equipment  . . . The  Dixie  at  Ashdown,  re- 
cently gave  a free  show  to  children  ...  It 
is  announced  that  Fox  Movietone  men  will 
be  011  hand  at  the  White  River  Water 
Carnival,  Batesville,  this  week  . . . Miss 
Emma  Cox,  owner  of  the  Gem,  Osceola, 
was  hostess  to  all  her  employes  and  a 
number  of  guests  at  a picnic  and  fish  fry 
at  Horseshoe  Lake  last  week  . . . Exten- 
sive repairs  and  redecorations  have  been 
made  at  the  Pastime  Theatre,  Danville. 

“Abner,”  member  of  the  radio  team  of 
“Lum  and  Abner,”  received  a big  welcome 
at  Texarkana  last  week  when  he  went 
there  from  his  Mena  home  to  be  the  guest 
of  a noon-day  luncheon  by  the  Texarkana 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  “Abner,” 
who,  in  real  life,  is  Norris  Goff,  was 
greeted  by  Mayor  Elrod  and  other  officials 
. . . Miss  Marie  Benton,  executive  mana- 
gerial secretatry  for  the  Robb  & Rowley 
theatre.  Little  Rock,  will  be  the  official 
chaperone  for  Annis  Edgin,  13-year-old 
member  of  the  Arkansas  Children’s  Home, 
who  will  go  to  Hollywood  soon  as  the 
guest  of  Linda  Ware,  who  is  featured  in 
“The  Star  Maker.”  Miss  Benton  and  Annis 
will  leave  Little  Rock,  August  17,  for  Kan- 
sas City,  where  they  will  join  24  other 
girls  from  orphanages  to  make  the  trip  to 
Hollywood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanford  Hiley  are  par- 
ents of  a nine  pound  boy,  born  July  22. 
Hiley  is  chief  operator  for  the  Joy  Theatre 
at  Dardanelle,  Ark. 


Bradley-Farr  Nuptials 

Charlotte — Miss  Pauline  Bradley,  secre- 
tary to  the  city  manager  of  the  Kincey 
theatres,  was  married  last  week  to  Rosser 
C.  Farr.  He  holds  a position  with  the  ad- 
vertising department  of  the  Wilby-Kincey 
corporation. 


Projectionist  Burned 

New  Orleans— -John  Reisch,  operator  at 
the  Bell  Theatre,  was  severely  buimed  on 
the  hands  and  face  when  film  in  his  pro- 
jector caught  fire  recently.  One  reel  of 
film  was  damaged,  but  the  fire  was  speed- 
ily brought  under  control. 


Scripts  Cantor  Starrer 

Hollywood — Richard  English  will  script 
Metro’s  “Forty  Little  Mothers”  for  Pro- 
ducer Harry  Rapf  as  an  Eddie  Cantor 
starrer. 
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official  as  he  returned  from  a business 
trip  to  Laredo.  In  south  Texas,  he  met 
up  with  Fred  Jack  and  Doak  Roberts,  dis- 
trict and  branch  managers  for  Warner, 
who  persuaded  Jones  to  go  with  them  80 
miles  into  Mexico  where  fishing  is  the 
best  in  the  world.  Jones  agreed  on  condi- 
tion that  a Mexican  union  truck  driver  be 
employed  for  the  trip.  They  were  riding 
southward  on  the  beach  when  about  40 
miles  from  their  goal  the  Mexican  ran  off 
into  the  gulf,  the  story  goes.  The  motor 
was  filled  with  salt  and  stalled.  Jack 
and  Roberts  went  onward  in  a sail  boat 
while  Jones  called  a halt  and  “thumbed” 
a ride  back  to  Brownsville  in  a fish  truck, 
returning  from  that  point  to  Dallas. 

E.  B.  Coleman,  M-G-M  southern  pub- 
licity manager,  went  up  to  Oklahoma  City 
to  start  a campaign  on  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz.” 

Lou  Baxley  and  Mrs.  Baxley  entertained 
a few  close  film  friends  in  the  backyard 
of  their  new  home.  Evidence  of  Lou’s  skill 
in  building  trellises  and  keeping  the  lawn 
was  plain,  according  to  one  of  the  guests. 
Baxley,  incidentally,  a crocket  shark,  al- 
lows no  one  other  than  himself  to  cut 
the  grass. 

Lew  Bray,  Interstate’s  city  manager  at 
Brownwood,  was  up  for  a visit  to  the  gen- 
eral office  and  made  several  calls  on 
Filmrow. 

Bob  Blair  of  Paramount-Richards  Thea- 
tres, New  Orleans,  and  his  wife  passed 
through  on  their  way  to  Colorado.  They 
were  entertained  here  by  Joe  Estes  and 
Mrs.  Estes,  old  friends.  The  little  Estes 
daughter,  Bobby  Lee,  is  named  for  the 
Blairs. 

The  top  and  fifth  floor  of  the  Majestic 
Theatre  Bldg,  is  being  remodeled  and 
handsomely  equipped  for  officials  and  ex- 
cutives  of  Interstate  circuit,  formerly 
quartered  on  the  third  floor.  Private  sanc- 
tums of  Karl  Hoblitzelle  and  R.  J.  O’Don- 
nell will  be  five  flights  up  starting  soon. 

Will  Wade,  restaurant  owner,  stock 
farmer  and  theatre  operator,  all  under  his 
personal  supervision,  is  en  route  from  San 
Augustine  to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 
With  him  are  Mrs.  Wade  and  their  son. 
Nelson.  They  will  return  home  about  Au- 
gust 20. 

Ed  M.  Schoolfield,  in  the  employ  of  Tex- 
lite,  Inc.,  for  20  years,  died  Wednesday  in 
a Dallas  hospital.  He  had  called  on  many 
east  Texas  exhibitors. 

Boys  of  the  rear  end  of  film  exchanges 
and  others  are  talking  about  a little  social 
club  about  to  be  organized  with  quarters 
on  Jackson  St.  There  will  be  just  tables 
at  first  with  an  ice-box  to  be  added  and 
other  entertainment  features  planned  as 
the  circle  grows.  Fifteen  or  20  members 
were  contemplated  at  first  but  now  it 
looks  as  if  there  might  be  30. 

Ed  Blumenthal  of  Monogram  returned 
from  one  of  his  periodical  two-week  sell- 
ing trips  to  south  Texas. 

Wallace  Rucker,  former  Dallas  booker, 


Double  Pleasure — 

A.  W.  Lillie  and  J.  D.  Mitchell  of  the 
Rialto  at  Greenville,  Tex.,  visit  the 
RKO  Radio  World  Fair  lounge  while 
in  New  York  and  shelve  the  trade’s 
favorite  trade  paper  long  enough  for 
this  informal  shot. 


was  up  Wednesday  from  Round  Rock 
where  he  opei’ates  the  neat  little  Rock 
Theatre.  He  had  been  on  Filmrow  with 
several  exchanges  for  many  years  but  lost 
out  as  Texas  sales  manager  for  GB  when 
that  office  went  with  20th-Fox.  Rucker 
came  back,  however,  by  analyzing  the 
Round  Rock  situation  where  shows  prev- 
iously had  been  failures,  made  contacts 
with  important  and  able  people  there,  put 
in  the  right  kind  of  show  and  now  he, 
Mrs.  Rucker  and  Wallace  jr.,  are  all  work- 
ing together  and  getting  along  nicely. 
Furthermore,  Rucker  has  become  one  of 
Round  Rock’s  most  active  citizens. 

George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram’s  general 
sales  manager,  made  a statement  in  Holly- 
wood the  other  day  that  sales  nationally 
were  up  40  per  cent,  which  goes  hand-in- 
hand  with  the  record  at  Blumenthal  and 
Franconi’s  exchange,  which  is  delivering 
accordingly. 

John  Jenkins,  home  office  representa- 
tive of  Million  Dollar  Productions,  Inc., 
arrived  Wednesday  morning  to  spend  a 
few  days  in  and  around  Dallas  setting 
key  runs  for  the  company’s  all-Negro  pic- 
tures, including  a series  of  shorts.  He  re- 
marked there  are  160  new  colored  thea- 
tres in  the  United  States  since  he  engag- 
ed in  distribution  to  those  theatres  two 
years  ago,  which  brings  the  total  up  to 
about  500. 

Employes  of  Interstate  were  to  treat 
themselves  to  a party  and  dance  Friday 
night  at  the  Plantation,  one  of  the  new 
and  better  night  spots  on  the  outskirts 
of  town.  The  family  has  social  get-to- 
gethers several  times  each  year. 


Dallas  Row  Shocked 
By  Dealh  of  Tomes 

Dallas — Filmrow  was  shocked  Wednes- 
day as  wires  reached  here  telling  of  the 
sudden  death  of  Floyd  A.  Tomes,  United 
Artists  representative,  who  passed  away 
at  noon  in  a San  Antonio  hospital,  with 
the  cause  given  as  internal  hemorrhage. 

Tomes  lived  here  but  worked  out  of  San 
Antonio.  He  was  on  his  way  to  Rock 
Springs  early  Monday  morning  when 
stricken  and  was  rushed  to  the  emergency 
hospital.  From  there  he  was  transferred 
to  a general  hospital.  San  Antonio  doc- 
tors, in  long-distance  conversations  to 
Dallas  'Tuesday,  reported  Tomes  recover- 
ing, the  hemorrhage  following  a few  hours 
later. 

C.  W.  Allen,  RKO  branch  manager,  was 
with  Tomes  in  San  Antonio  Sunday.  He 
said  Tomes  worked  all  day  in  his  hotel 
writing  out  recommendations  and  that  they 
had  midnight  supper  together.  Tomes  ap- 
parently was  in  the  best  of  health,  Allen 
said. 

Tomes  first  worked  here  in  the  United 
Artists  exchange  under  Uncle  Joseph  E. 
Luckett  nearly  20  years  ago.  He  later  be- 
came branch  manager  for  Educational, 
salesman  for  Paramount,  and  Paramount 
branch  manager  under  the  late  J.  B. 
Dugger,  who  at  the  time  was  district  man- 
ager. FYom  there  he  joined  United  Artists 
as  south  Texas  representative. 

The  body  arrived  here  Thursday  morn- 
ing and  funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
afternoon  from  the  Sparkman-Holtz-Brand 
funeral  chapel.  The  body  was  then  sent 
to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  for  burial. 

Tomes  was  48  years  old  and  is  survived 
by  his  wife  and  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah  Tomes, 
of  Battle  Creek. 


Scripts  Wanger  Film 

Hollywood — Robertson  White  will  script 
“World  Cruise”  for  Producer  Walter  Wan- 
ger. Tay  Garnett  directs. 


Two  Do  "Santa  Fe" 

Hollywood — Fred  Niblo  jr.  and  Dean 
Franklin  will  collaborate  on  the  script  of 
“Santa  Fe”  for  Warner. 


Variety  Club  of  America, 

Adolphus  Hotel, 

Dallas,  Texas. 

Gentlemen: 

We  wish  to  thank  you  on  the  behalf 
of  the  Film  Exchange  Employes  Union, 
Local  No.  B-53,  for  the  splendid  picnic 
that  was  given  us,  by  you,  recently  at 
Vickery  Park.  We  wish  to  assure  you 
that  a good  time  was  had  by  all. 

Again  thanking  you,  we  remain. 
Yours  truly. 

Signed:  (Mrs.)  Minnie  Morrow, 
Secretary. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 
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pAUL  H.  ALLEN,  animator  for  Walt  Dis- 
ney studios,  Hollywood,  has  arrived  here 
for  his  vacation.  He  came  to  visit  the 
exchanges  and  the  restaurants  for  which 
New  Orleans  is  so  famous — and  he  got  a 
square  meal  . . . All  book  stores  have  tied 
in  with  Loew’s  State  and  have  placed  on 
display  huge  stacks  of  “Tire  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask.” 

Walter  Fowler  has  returned  from  a visit 
to  Hollywood  and  brings  back  wonderful 
stories  of  that  city.  While  there  he  wit- 
nessed the  filming  of  “The  Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame’’  and  was  much  surprised  in 
discovering  that  it  wasn’t  a football  pic- 
ture. Walter  said  the  title  is  a.  misnomer, 
as  there  were  more  than  22  m the  cast. 
While  the  advertisements  in  the  daily  pa- 
pers say  that  iced  tea  has  a cooling  effect 
on  the  system,  now  the  question  is  how 
many  tall  glasses  did  Walter  drink,  as  he 
said  the  temperature  m the  film  capital 
ivas  cold  enough  for  him  to  wear  a sweater, 
overcoat  and  ear  muffs  at  the  same  time? 
Or  did  he  get  an  icy  stare  from  one  of 
Hollywood’s  queens? 

Seeing  the  walking  advertisement  for 
“The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.”  dressed  true 
to  form,  Tom  Mix  said  that  must  be  a film 
salesman  and  was  afraid  to  be  recognized 
for  fear  he  would  have  to  pay  the  cash 
register  50  cents  he’d  been  wearing  on  his 
cuff  since  Christmas  . . . T.  O.  Watts  of 
Oil  City  has  taken  over  a new  theatre  in 
Brookhaven,  Miss.  . . . Tilden  Landry 
was  going  to  Hollywood  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  Madeleine  Carroll,  but  she  heard 
that  Madeleine  had  gone  to  England  so 
she  plans  to  drive  out  to  Hollywood,  any- 
way, about  August  19. 

Frances  Langford  and  her  husband,  Jon 
Hall,  were  honeymooning  in  New  Orleans 
Friday  night.  The  ivedding  ceremony  was 
14  months  ago,  but  Miss  Langford  said  they 
have  never  had  their  honeymoon  . . Estelle 
Taylor,  former  unfe  of  Jack  Dempsey,  may 
come  to  New  Orleans  to  sing  in  a Hawaiian 
Blue  Room  Production. 

About  August  18  the  audiences  at  Loew’s 
State  will  hear  “push-pull”  sound  record- 
ing system.  It  is  said  that  Loew’s  State 
is,  so  far,  the  only  one  in  local  territory 
ready  to  offer  the  double  track  . . . P.  J. 
Aubin  of  Altec  spent  his  vacation  in  Gal- 
veston, where  it  rained  the  entire  time 
. . . Philip  Sliman  is  the  father  of  twins. 
Sliman  is  the  head  of  Atlantic  Pictures, 
an  independent  exchange  here. 


Evans  Theatre  Nearly  Ready 

Mountain  Home,  Ark. — ^The  new  theatre 
being  constructed  here  by  Herbert  Evans 
of  Harrison  is  almost  completed  and  is 
expected  to  open  the  latter  part  of  August. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  % 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgrr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Interstate  Employes 
Show  Appreciation 

Dallas — Interstate,  which  recently 
thanked  the  public  for  its  patronage 
during  an  "Appreciation  Week,"  was 
not  to  be  outdone  by  employes  of  the 
circuit  over  the  southwest  who  just 
observed  an  "Employes  Appreciation 
Week."  They  presented  Karl  Hoblit- 
zelle  and  R.  J.  O'Donnell  with  a silver 
plaque,  finely  engraved,  which  read: 

"To  the  two  grandest  bosses  in  the 
world" — from  "Interstate  employes  100 
per  cent." 


Slocum  Rejoins  Griiiith 
As  El  Reno  Partner 

Oklahoma  City — E.  R.  “Red”  Slocum, 
former  district  manager  of  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  who 
resigned  to  build  and 
operate  his  own  El 
Caro  Theatre  at  El 
; Reno,  Okla.,  is  back 
in  the  Griffith  or- 
■ ganization  but  this 
: time  as  a partner 
j and  city  manager  in 
' El  Reno,  following 
purchase  of  the  El 
^ Caro  by  Griffith  in- 
terests. It  has  been 
“KED”  SLOCUM  added  to  the  Royal, 
Empress  and  Criterion  theatres  to  give 
Griffith  four  houses  in  El  Reno. 

Kenneth  Blackledge,  former  city  mana- 
ger at  El  Reno,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  city  managership  of  Okmulgee,  Okla., 
where  Griffiths  have  the  Orpheum  and 
Yale  theatres. 

Calvin  Council,  city  manager  at  Well- 
ington, Tex.,  has  been  moved  to  city  man- 
agership at  Claremore,  Okla.,  to  succeed 
Turner  Morrisett,  resigned. 

Council’s  place  at  Wellington  is  to  be 
filled  by  W.  L.  Lusk  of  Sunray,  Tex  , whose 
city  managership  spot  at  Sunray  is  to  re- 
sult in  a promotion  for  Charles  Oliver, 
now  assistant  manager  at  Pampa,  Tex., 
for  Griffith. 


Film  Transit  Adopts  Air 
Service  lor  a Delivery 

Memphis — A delivery  of  a print  from  L. 
B.  Clark’s  Rialto  at  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  to 
the  Linden  Circle,  a Lightman  house,  at 
Memphis,  a distance  of  some  300  miles, 
was  effected  by  Film  Transit  by  the  use  of 
a plane  within  a period  of  two  hours  after 
notification  that  the  print  was  not  on 
hand  at  the  Memphis  house. 

The  print  was  flown  for  Film  Transit  by 
E.  E.  Paxton,  well  known  sportsman  of  El 
Dorado,  and  was  on  the  screen  at  the 
Linden  Circle  but  ten  minutes  after 
scheduled  time. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 

IOIZVq  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


pRANK  DEERING,  Mrs.  Deering  and 
baby  Diana  Reed  are  in  Hollywood 
where  Frank  is  touring  the  studios  and 
seeing  pictures.  He  is  manager  of  Loew’s 
State  here,  the  only  Loew’s  theatre  in 
Texas. 

“Bachelor  Mother’’  has  set  some  sort  of 
a record  here  as  a farce  favorite  with  fans. 
It  is  held  over  a second  week,  one  of  the 
very  few  holdovers  this  summer. 

Hubert  Roussel,  critic  for  the  Houston 
Post,  and  John  Rosenfeld,  the  Dallas  News 
amusement  and  music  editor,  are  indulg- 
ing in  a wordy  duel  through  their  daily 
columns  anent  the  virtues  (or  lack  of 
them)  in  the  symphony  orchestra  group  of 
the  northern  Texas  city. 


Okla,  Theatre  Supply  Has 
RCA  Sound  Distribution 

Oklahoma  City — RCA  Sound  distribu- 
tion as  well  as  distribution  for  Brenkert 
projectors  and  arc  lamps  has  been  placed 
with  the  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
of  which  J.  Eldon  Peak  is  manager. 

The  Oklahoma  City  office  will  cover  the 
territories  of  Arkansas,  Oklahoma  and 
parts  of  Texas  in  distribution  of  the  new 
lines  while  the  firm’s  Kansas  City  offices 
will  serve  western  Missouri,  Kansas  and 
parts  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  for  the  same 
lines. 


Recent  Sales  by  NTS 

Dallas — Recent  sales  reported  by  the 
local  branch  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.:  Rewind  table,  film  cabinet,  film 
splicer  and  applicator,  Mrs.  F.  Farias,  Em- 
press, Benavides;  lighting  fixtures,  Ritz, 
Big  Spring;  all-steel  reflectors,  R&R’s  Ritz 
and  Palace,  Corpus  Christ! ; screens,  R&R’s 
Mexico  and  Azteca,  Laredo;  p.  a.  system, 
B.  R.  McLendon,  Texan,  Atlanta;  projec- 
tors, bases,  sound,  lamps,  transverters, 
lenses,  carpet,  padding,  screen,  display 
boards,  lighting  fixtures  booth  table,  au- 
tomatic rewind,  film  cabinet,  storage  cabi- 
net, reels,  changeovers  and  chairs,  Maj 
H.  S.  Cole,  Elite,  Bonham. 


Mobile  Azalea  Open 

Mobile,  Ala. — The  Azalea  Theatre,  a 
new  house,  has  opened  here.  Equipment 
includes  RCA  Sound,  750  air  cushion  seats, 
four-way  cooling  system,  concrete  floors, 
interior  decorations  in  neon  tubing,  as  well 
as  other  features. 


Making  Opening  Arrangements 

Bearden,  Ark. — L.  B.  Brazil  of  Hot 
Springs  is  here  making  arrangements  for 
the  opening  of  the  Rex  Theatre,  Satur- 
day, August  12. 


Team  March  and  Fortune 

Hollywood — Joseph  Moncure  March  and 
Jan  Fortune  have  been  teamed  to  script 
“The  Lady  Prom  New  Orleans”  for  Re- 
public. 
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Ottawa  Bid  for  Next 
Convention  of  FP 

Toronto — Suggestions  already  are  fly- 
ing around  for  the  1940  meeting  place  for 
the  convention  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.,  following  the  magnificent  suc- 
cess of  the  recent  managers’  conference 
at  Niagara  Falls. 

One  bid  comes  from  Ottawa,  the  Cana- 
dian capital,  with  the  suggestion  extended 
that  the  opportunity  would  be  afforded 
for  the  chain  managers  to  meet  various 
government  officials  and  members  of  Par- 
liament in  round-table  discussions  which 
would  be  of  mutual  benefit  and  that  the 
theatre  men,  particularly  from  distant 
points,  would  be  able  to  get  a personal 
impression  of  the  functioning  of  govern- 
ment offices. 

J.  M.  Fi’anklin  of  Halifax,  visiting  here, 
offered  the  comment  that  a FT*  conven- 
tion in  Ottawa  would  enable  government 
officials  to  see  what  a fine  bunch  of  fel- 
lows the  theatre  managers  were.  Inci- 
dentally, Franklin  resided  in  Ottawa  for 
years  and  has  a wide  circle  of  friends  in 
official  circles. 

Another  suggestion  is  that  the  1940  con- 
ference should  be  held  at  Bigwin  Inn  in 
the  Muskoka  Lakes  district  which  would 
have  the  advantage  of  isolation — and  also 
would  be  cooler  than  the  humid  air  of 
Niagara  Falls. 

It  has  been  intimated,  however,  that  the 
big  chain  is  not  likely  to  hold  a national 
convention  next  year. 

Clarence  Robson  Ordered 
To  Take  Complete  Rest 

Toronto — Following  a strenuous  period 
of  work  in  connection  with  details  of  the 
annual  convention  of  the  company,  Clar- 
ence M.  Robson,  eastern  division  manager 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has 
been  compelled  to  take  a complete  rest 
under  medical  care  for  an  indefinite  time. 
Robson  is  one  of  the  score  of  original  of- 
ficials and  employes  of  the  chain  with 
continuous  service  of  21  years.  His  ill- 
ness follows  the  recent  serious  operation 
which  Vice-President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  was 
forced  to  undergo. 

Further  disconcerting  news  is  that  Wal- 
ter F.  Hayner  of  New  York,  Canadian 
and  eastern  sales  manager  of  M-G-M,  was 
rushed  to  the  Marine  Hospital  at  Colling- 
wood,  Ont.,  during  a short  vacation  trip 
to  Georgian  Bay  after  attending  the  FP 
conference  at  Niagara  Palls. 


R.  /.  Flaherty  in  Quebec 
En  Route  to  Washington 

Montreal — Canadian-bom  Robert  J. 
Flaherty,  native  of  Port  Arthur,  Ont.,  who 
directed  Alexander  Korda’s  famous  film, 
“Elephant  Boy,”  and  a score  of  others,  ar- 
rived in  Quebec  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
liner  Empress  of  Australia,  en  route  to 
Washington  to  make  a film  for  the  United 
States  government.  He  will  cooperate  with 
Pare  Lorentz,  who  made  “The  River”  for 
the  government.  Similar  technique  will 
be  employed  in  turning  out  this  new  pro- 
duction, a documentary  film  dealing  with 
the  American  farmer.  The  name  and  lo- 
cale of  the  film  are  not  yet  known. 

“What  I would  like  to  tell  you  report- 
ers,” Flaherty  said,  “is  that  there  should 
be  more  of  this  documentary  film  work 
done  in  Canada.  All  the  opportunities  are 
here.  Take  the  French-Canadian,  for  in- 
stance. A wonderful  picture  could  be  wo- 
ven about  him.” 

One  of  “Bob”  Flaherty’s  earliest  films 
was  “Nanook  of  the  North,”  made  about 
1910  while  he  was  exploring  Hudson’s  Bay. 
Flaherty’s  home  town  is  Port  Arthur. 


Barrie  Bans  Ad  Bills 

Toronto — The  municipality  of  Barrie, 
Ont.,  has  adopted  a by-law  prohibiting  the 
posting  of  bills  or  advertising  cards  on 
poles,  trees,  fences  and  walls  throughout 
the  town  and  restricting  the  use  of  pos- 
ters to  licensed  billboards  or  fronts  of 
places  of  business,  including  theatres.  The 
by-law  also  prohibits  sandwich  signs  on 
streets  or  sidewalks,  whether  carried  by 
persons  or  not. 


Toronlo  Prosecutes 
Sunday  Violators 

Toronto — After  a lapse  of  two  years, 
local  police  have  suddenly  become  active 
in  the  prosecution  of  those  who  carry  on 
any  kind  of  business  on  Sunday.  Fines 
have  been  imposed  in  several  instances, 
although  there  had  been  an  announced 
tendency  for  leniency  on  the  part  of  au- 
thorities on  the  ground  that  modern  con- 
ditions had  brought  a change  in  Sunday 
observance.  There  had  even  been  an  in- 
timation the  way  was  being  paved  for  Sun- 
day amusements. 

The  police,  however,  dug  up  a law  adopt- 
ed in  1859 — 80  years  ago — and  got  busy 
on  their  own  account  under  that  ancient 
act. 


Choose  "Geneva"  as  Name 
For  New  Orillia  House 

Toronto — The  name  of  the  new  theatre 
under  construction  at  Orillia,  Ont.,  by 
Champlain  Tlieatres,  Ltd.,  is  “Geneva,” 
which  was  selected  in  a contest  conducted 
by  the  company,  this  being  the  suggestion 
of  Miss  Elizabeth  Mitchell  of  Orillia  who 
won  the  cash  prize  of  $50. 

Heading  Champlain  Tlieatres  is  Les 
Gregory,  veteran  exhibitor  of  Hamilton, 
Ont.,  where  he  owns  the  Royal  and  Greg- 
ory theatres,  and  owner  of  a new  house 
at  Leamington.  The  Geneva  will  be  a unit 
of  the  Associated  Theatres’  chain. 


At  the  Famous  Players  Canadian  Convention — -pi  otos  by  jam 

Top  shot  shows  a group  at  the  recent  meeting  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  Seated  in  the  center  is  President  N.  L.  Nathanson, 
with  Comptroller  R.  W.  Bolstad  and  Ben  Geldsaler.  Leaning  forward  in  left  center  is  Vice-President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons.  The 
lower  scene  takes  in  most  of  the  circuit  employes  attending  the  convention. 
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CBC  Officially  Declares  New  BBC  Board  Chairman 
Policy  of  Freedom  of  Air  Bull'  on  Television 


Toronto — Tlie  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corp.  has  officially  declared  for  itself  a 
policy  of  freedom  of  the  air  along  demo- 
cratic lines,  as  outlined  in  a statement 
by  the  board  of  governors  of  which  N.  L. 
Nathanson,  president  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  is  a member.  Tliis  is  in 
line  with  the  declarations  of  various  guest 
speakers  at  the  annual  banquet  of  Famous 
Players,  including  representatives  of  the 
state  and  press,  that  the  basic  principle  of 
democracy  is  freedom  of  expression,  wheth- 
er it  is  the  printed  word,  the  screen  or 
radio — with  recognized  limitations  in  the 
public  interest. 

The  CBC  has  laid  down  the  policy  that 
its  broadcasting  facilities  will  be  available, 
without  charge,  to  experienced  speakers 
for  a discussion  of  subjects  of  general  in- 
terest and  importance,  and  that  it  will 
broaden  the  scope  and  nature  of  contro- 
versial broadcasts  for  which  the  time  will 
be  provided  free,  with  the  exception  that 
political  organizations  will  not  be  permit- 
ted the  use  of  the  air  within  48  hours 
of  an  election  to  avoid  the  possibility  of 
eleventh-hour  claims  which  could  not  be 
answered  through  the  same  medium  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  time. 

It  is  also  laid  down  that  the  ability  to 
pay  for  broadcasts  should  be  the  govern- 
ing factor  in  granting  the  use  of  networks 
or  individual  stations,  the  point  being 
taken  that  “on  the  exclusive  basis  of  pur- 
chase, those  opinions  would  be  dissemi- 
nated most  effectively  which  were  sup- 
ported by  the  largest  purse.”  The  policy 
of  the  CBC  is  to  prevent  the  air  from 
falling  under  the  control  of  wealth  or 
any  other  power  and  “to  bring  the  voice 
of  all  representative  groups  and  bodies  of 
opinion  to  the  forum  of  the  nation.  As 
such  it  is  believed  to  be  a democratic 
policy.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  CBC  will  not  per- 
mit the  sale  of  networks  to  commercial 
organizations  for  the  broadcasting  of  opin- 
ions “and  this  applies  to  network  programs 
originating  outside  of  Canada.”  Non-com- 
mercial organizations  or  societies  inter- 
ested in  public  affairs  may,  however,  pur- 
chase subsidiary  hook-ups  only,  including 
time  on  individual  privately-owned  sta- 
tions, the  broadcaster  accepting  all  re- 
sponsibility and  the  indemnification  of  the 
CBC  against  the  possible  consequences  of 
libel  or  slander. 

The  new  policy,  already  in  effect,  was 
the  reason  Lowell  Thomas,  for  instance, 
was  removed  from  the  air  in  Canada, 
namely  because  of  commercial  sponsor- 
ship. 


Juveniles  Recommend  Safety  Films 

Montreal — Moving  pictures  on  safety 
topics  would  be  the  best  means  of  im- 
pressing on  children  the  necessity  of  learn- 
ing and  observing  traffic  regulations,  a 
youthful  delegation  of  playground  safety 
directors  has  unanimously  agreed  in  an 
interview  with  officials  of  the  local  traffic 
department. 


Television  to  Debut 
Publicly  in  Canada 

Toronto — Television  is  to  have  its  formal 
public  introduction  in  the  Dominion  at  the 
Canadian  National  Exhibition  here  from 
August  25  to  September  9 when  a com- 
plete RCA  Victor  visual  broadcasting  in- 
stallation will  be  demonstrated  in  the  Na- 
tional Industries  Bldg.  The  annual  To- 
ronto fair  attracts  a patronage  of  2,000,000 
persons  or  over.  Pi’evious  television  dem- 
onstrations have  been  of  an  experimental 
nature  for  the  benefit  of  engineers  and 
government  officials.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  to  have  selected  persons  tele- 
vised at  the  Toronto  exhibition. 

Two  different  prints  of  the  entire  Royal 
Tour  of  Their  Majesties  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States  are  to  be  presented  at  the 
C.N.E.  as  special  attractions,  these  being 
the  feature-length  releases  of  Paramount 
and  Associated  Screen  News.  It  is  imder- 
stood  the  official  picture  of  the  Royal 
Visit,  under  the  preparation  of  the  Do- 
minion government,  will  not  be  ready  for 
the  screen  for  some  months.  A tour  print 
will  be  presented  once  each  night  in  an 
open-air  theatre  at  the  permanent  ex- 
hibition grounds. 


A Manual  on  Newspaper 
Display  Ads  by  Nairn 

Toronto — A practical  and  valuable  man- 
ual on  the  preparation  of  newspaper  dis- 
play advertising  and  the  making  of  illus- 
trations in  the  form  of  a 28-page  booklet 
has  been  turned  out  by  James  R.  Naim, 
director  of  publicity  for  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  for  the  guidance  of  the 
many  managers  of  the  extensive  Cana- 
dian circuit. 

One  department  is  devoted  to  “Plan- 
ning Your  Campaign,”  while  other  chap- 
ters deal  with  the  preparation  of  copy,  the 
use  of  matrices,  the  processing  of  engrav- 
ings and  stereotypes,  the  selection  of  type 
faces  and  proper  color  combinations,  six 
pages  being  used  for  displays  of  popular 
type  faces  in  appropriate  sizes. 

The  author  offers  advice  on  many  points 
in  simple  language,  the  whole  procedure 
of  advertising  from  layout  to  the  printed 
page  being  outlined  along  with  suitable 
illustrations.  The  concise  book,  which  is 
titled  “Your  Ad,”  has  already  proved  a 
valuable  contribution  in  the  field  of  graphic 
arts  for  the  enlightenment  of  company 
employes. 


Directs  Musical  Score 

Hollywood  — Lud  Gluskin  has  been 
signed  to  direct  a musical  score  for  “Ev- 
erything’s on  Ice,”  Irene  Dare  starrer, 
which  RKO  will  release. 


Montreal — A network  television  to  every 
home  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  a possi- 
bility in  the  near  future,  according  to 
Sir  Allan  Powell,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  governors  of  the  British  Broadcasting 
Corp.  who  arrived  in  Montreal  on  Sunday, 
July  30,  on  board  the  Cunard-White  Star 
liner  Ansonia.  Sir  Allan  claimed  that 
Britain  easily  surpassed  the  world  in  the 
development  of  television  with  a regular 
and  often  elaborate  daily  schedule  of  pro- 
grams. 

“We  are  favorably  placed  for  the  con- 
struction of  a complete  television  service,” 
said  BBC  chairman.  “We  have  not  had  to 
face  competition  in  any  form,  so  we  have 
been  able  to  pool  our  best  brains  in  de- 
veloping the  science  and  the  art.” 

Although  programs  are  at  present  re- 
stricted to  an  area  of  between  50  and  70 
miles  in  the  neighborhood  of  London,  plans 
already  are  underway  to  establish  a cen- 
ter for  television  in  Birmingham  which 
will  be  hooked  up  with  the  London  studios. 
And  from  there,  according  to  the  dis- 
tinguished visitor,  it  should  be  possible 
eventually  to  extend  the  sight  and  sound 
network  to  each  city  of  size  throughout 
England  and  Scotland. 

Sir  Allan  described  the  success  of  tele- 
vision in  the  broadcasting  of  the  return 
of  Their  Majesties  the  King  and  Queen 
from  their  visit  to  Canada  and  the  U.  S. 
“I  sat  in  my  study  at  home  and  watched 
Their  Majesties  step  off  the  train  at  the 
railway  station,  I followed  in  part  their 
drive  to  Buckingham  Palace  and  then  saw 
them  come  out  on  the  balcony  to  acknowl- 
edge the  greetings  of  the  people.”  Sir 
Allan  spoke  also  of  sporting  events  like 
the  Davis  Cup  matches,  and  the  two-hour 
plays  and  three-hour  musical  comedies 
which  were  being  brought  directly  into  the 
homes  from  London  theatres. 

The  BBC  is  rendering  a great  service 
to  the  British  government  by  its  daily 
broadcasts  in  German,  Sir  Allan  main- 
tained. “We  give  the  German  people  the 
news  and  we  leave  propaganda  to  the 
German  stations.  We  feel  that  the  plain 
facts  speak  for  themselves  and  need  no 
adorning.  And  we  have  every  evidence  that 
the  BBC  has  a big  public  of  listeners  in 
Germany,  who  want  to  hear  the  truth  and 
not  the  doctored  stuff  they  are  supplied 
with  at  home. 

The  British  people  are  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  non-commercial  radio.  Sir  Allan 
emphasized.  “The  BBC  is  not  a govern- 
ment organization,  as  many  people  erro- 
neously imagine.  The  sole  concession  made 
to  the  government  is  the  right  to  make 
announcements  to  the  country  through  the 
facilities  of  the  BBC.  The  system  is  ac- 
tually a public  utility  run  by  an  executive 
and  with  a board  of  governors  acting  in 
a non-executive  capacity.  Our  revenue  is 
derived  solely  from  the  license  fee  of  less 
than  $2.00  a year  and  from  our  publica- 
tions.” 


"Bridge"  to  Jo  Pagano 

Hollywood — Jo  Pagano  will  adapt 
“Bridge  of  Sighs”  for  Warner. 
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Grierson  May  Bring 
Board  to  Australia 

Montreal — Bound  for  Canberra,  Aus- 
tralia, where  it  is  believed  he  will  begin 
organization  of  a national  film  board,  John 
Grierson  of  London,  British  government 
motion  picture  expert,  arrived  at  Quebec 
on  the  liner  Empress  o/  Australia,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Ottawa  where  he  will  spend  a 
few  days. 

Last  year  he  helped  the  Canadian  minis- 
try of  trade  and  commerce  draft  the  re- 
cently passed  act  for  the  formation  of  a 
film  board  here. 

He  refused  to  discuss  definite  plans  for 
the  Australian  government  other  than  that 
he  was  going  there. 

Grierson  feels  that  a change  has  come 
over  the  public  in  regards  to  the  pictures 
they  attend.  “John  Q.  Public  today 
goes  shopping  for  pictures  and  by  a pro- 
cess of  elimination  sees  only  the  best.” 

“Yes,”  he  continued,  “a  new  audience 
has  made  its  appearance  in  the  past  two 
years,  an  audience  that  has  developed  film 
taste.” 


Talk  Already  of  Making 
'Boxing  Day'  a Holiday 

Toronto — Although  it  is  literally  as  hot 
as  August,  there  already  is  a general  dis- 
cussion regarding  the  advisability  of  gov- 
ernment action  to  the  end  that  “Boxing 
Day”  •will  be  widely  and  formally  observed 
as  a holiday  this  year,  thus  adopting  the 
practice  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  a work- 
less day  for  24  hours  after  Christmas  Day. 

In  1938  the  observance  of  Boxing  Day 
was  purely  voluntary  in  various  communi- 
ties, but  the  move  proved  genuinely  suc- 
cessful with  no  apparent  business  loss  to 
stores  and  factories  which  were  closed  and 
with  obvious  gain  to  theatres. 

Boxing  Day  this  year  falls  on  Tuesday 
which  would  provide  a full  three-day  re- 
cess for  the  working  classes  during  which 
the  theatres  would  enjoy  a harvest. 

The  Retail  Merchants  Ass’n  of  Canada 
is  organizing  a move  throughout  the  Do- 
minion for  the  official  recognition  of  the 
day-after  holiday. 


A Race  in  Prospect 


Toronto — An  entirely  new  town  is  in  the 
making  in  Canada  at  Malton,  Ont.,  which 
was  a bare  four-corners  a year  ago. 

A townsite  has  been  laid  out  and  prepa- 
rations are  in  hand  for  the  erection  of 
the  first  400  houses  as  well  as  other  fa- 
cilities all  because  of  the  establishment 
there  of  an  airport  terminal  of  the  Trans- 
Canada  Air  Lines  and  the  erection  of  two 
large  airplane  factories,  one  of  which  is 
already  employing  more  than  800  men,  with 
many  coming  to  work  each  day  from  popu- 
lation centers  as  far  as  35  miles  away. 

Several  theatre  men  have  already  looked 
over  the  situation  and,  as  soon  as  the 
houses  go  up,  there  is  bound  to  be  a cinema. 
In  fact,  a race  is  in  prospect. 


^HE  roll  call  along  Toronto’s  Filmrow 

these  days  finds  many  executives  and 
office  employes  among  the  missing  with 
the  call  of  the  wild  having  been  heard  for 
annual  vacations,  the  number  of  both  lo- 
cal and  out-of-town  exhibitors  also  being 
reduced  to  the  minimum  for  the  same 
reason. 

One  of  the  beauties  selected  for  its  pie- 
torial  series  “Today’s  Prettiest  Business 
Girl”  by  the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail  was 
Miss  Jean  McLeod,  cashier  of  the  York 
Theatre,  a unit  of  the  B&F  chain.  Miss 
McLeod  was  introduced  to  readers  as  a 
“charming  young  lady  with  the  winsome 
smile”  and  her  description:  “This  lovely 
brunette  has  glistening  black  hair  and  long 
black  eyelashes  that  contrast  prettily  with 
her  lily-white  skin.”  She  just  kept  on  sell- 
ing tickets. 

In  the  course  of  a few  days,  L.  M.  Deva- 
ney,  general  manager  of  RKO  Distribut- 
ing Corp.  of  Canada,  visited  the  Niagara 
district,  Montreal,  Lake  Placid,  N.  Y.,  and 
back  to  Toronto.  “I  should  have  a private 
airplane,”  he  remarked. 

Gordon  Lightstone,  Toronto  manager  of 
Regal  Films,  covered  eastern  Ontario  in 
a quick  business  trip  and  then  spent  a 
short  holiday  at  his  summer  home  at  Have- 
lock, Ont. 

Wedding  Bells  have  rung  for  a younger 
member  of  the  film  set.  Jack  Willard, 
manager  of  the  Royal  at  Parry  Sound, 
Ont.,  and  formerly  with  the  Toronto  of- 
fice of  Columbia  Pictures,  the  marriage 
taking  place  in  Toronto.  The  charming 
bride  was  Miss  T.  Wilson  of  Toronto. 
Among  the  prominent  guests  were  Louis 
Rosenfeld,  general  manager  of  Columbia 
Pictures  of  Canada,  and  Ray  Allen,  gen- 
eral supervisor  of  the  Allen  Theatre  chain. 

B.  W.  Silver,  president  of  Colonial  Pic- 
tures, Ltd.,  Toronto,  is  planning  an  early 
trip  to  New  York  to  arrange  for  the  Cana- 
dian distribution  of  new  season  product 
to  be  released  by  the  B.  N.  Judell  interests. 

Tiros.  S.  Daley,  manager  of  the  big  Im- 
perial Theatre,  Toronto,  is  away  on  his 
holiday  and  left  no  forwarding  address. 
Before  his  departure,  Daley  received  a 
break  from  a Canadian  news  syndicate  in 
sending  out  pictures  of  the  new  jail  at 
Hull,  Que.,  under  the  title  of  “Prison  With- 
out Bars.”  The  title  of  his  current  attrac- 
tion was  “Prison  Without  Bars.” 

With  two  7iew  theatres,  the  Lincobi  and 
the  Centre,  having  recently  opened  in  St. 
Catharines,  Ont.,  the  Capitol  of  the  “Gar- 
den City,”  of  which  R.  J.  Harrison  has  long 
been  manager,  is  being  renovated  and  mod- 
ernized by  Famous  Players.  The  Major 
Theatre  on  St.  Clair  Ave.  West.  Toronto, 
operated  by  the  Allens,  is  also  undergoing 
extensive  alterations.  The  front  of  the  To- 
ronto Imperial  has  been  redecorated  in 
vivid  colors. 

Syd  Scott,  manager  of  the  Capitol  at 
Sudbury,  Ont.,  has  been  enjoying  a vaca- 
tion in  the  Muskoka  Lakes  District;  Walter 
Kennedy,  exploitation  expert  of  Empire- 
Universal  Films,  Toronto,  has  been  bask- 
ing at  Waubaushene;  John  Dixon,  account- 


ant, has  been  having  a fine  trip  to  the 
Saguenay  River  in  eastern  Quebec,  and 
Archie  Laurie,  assistant  general  manager 
of  Empire,  is  on  a vacation  jaunt. 

Several  veteran  exhibitors  of  westerri 
Cntario  have  been  in  town  on  business: 
Simon  Meretsky,  owner  of  a group  of  the- 
atres in  Windsor;  the  Robert  Hambletons 
of  Simcoe  and  other  points,  and  Bill  Stew- 
art, dean  of  showmen  at  London,  Ont.  An- 
other business  caller  was  C.  T.  Scott,  otvner 
of  the  Royal  Theatre,  Bowmanville. 

Regal  Films  employes  have  been  free 
with  hot-weather  kisses — the  candy  kind, 
with  special  wrappers  advertising  M-G-M’s 
“The  Women.” 

Manager  Leon  Bishop  of  the  Tivoli  The- 
atre, Hamilton,  Ont.,  is  busy  lining  up  ma- 
terial for  his  popular  stage  stunt,  the  Dr. 
Query  Prize  Contest,  which  will  be  resumed 
as  a iveekly  one-night  feature  as  soon  as 
the  weather  turns  cooler.  The  stunt  will 
again  be  broadcast  over  Station  CKOC 
loith  generous  plugs  for  the  screen  at- 
tractions. 

P.  D.  Egan,  manager  of  the  Palaco,  Cal- 
gary, secured  a raft  of  printed  publicity 
during  a visit  to  eastern  Canada  with 
every  sports  editor  interviewing  him  about 
the  Ca  gary  Bronks  football  team  of  which 
he  :s  the  business  manager. 

V.  Sbnone,  proprietor  of  the  Beverly, 
Toronto,  has  started  another  series  of 
chinaware  premiums  which  are  given  to 
lady  patrons  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  nights.  Mystery  Nights  are 
held  Thursday  and  Friday  while,  on  Sat- 
urday afternoons,  the  added  inducement 
for  juveniles  is  the  “Lone  Ranger”  serial. 

Anna  Neagle,  British  star,  and  Producer 
Herbert  Wilcox,  who  had  previously  visit- 
ed Toronto  for  the  Canadian  premiere  of 
“Victoria  the  Great”  several  years  ago,  are 
scheduled  to  pay  a return  visit  during  the 
Canadian  National  Exhibition  for  the  open- 
ing of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.” 

John  Sturgess,  Toronto  vocalist,  who  has 
appeared  on  the  stage  of  a number  of  the- 
atres in  New  York  state  during  a two 
years’  stay  in  the  United  States  as  a stage 
and  radio  star,  has  returned  to  his  home 
town  for  a series  of  broadcasts  each  week 
over  the  national  network  of  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.  U7itil  the  fall. 

Lord  Maugham,  lord  chancellor  in  Cham- 
berlain’s cabinet,  has  accepted  an  invita- 
tion to  open  the  Canadian  National  Ex- 
hibition at  Toronto  on  August  25.  He  is 
a brother  of  W.  Somerset  Maugham,  Brit- 
ish novelist  and  screen  writer,  whose  plays 
have  been  produced  by  Paramount,  M-G-M, 
United  Artists  and  Warner  Bros,  during 
the  past  ten  years. 

Syd  Taube,  former  film  exchange  mana- 
ger and  now  sales  manager  of  Canadian 
Automatic  Confectioyis,  Ltd.,  Toronto, 
which  operates  candy  and  gum  vending 
machines  in  scores  of  Canadian  theatres, 
is  very  popular  these  days.  He  has  brought 
out  a private  brand  of  cigars  bearing  his 
own  name  on  the  wrapper  and  the  demand 
from  exhibitors  is  terrific.  Syd  is  bear- 
ing up  with  a smile. 
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children  of  Quebec  province  are 
still  obliged  to  seek  their  amusement 
in  the  streets  and  kindly  theatre  mana- 
gers who  yield  to  pressure  and  admit  them 
to  see  films  apparently  suitable  to  the 
juvenile  intellect  are  fined,  it  is  announced 
4,000.000  children  in  the  United  Kingdom 
attend  the  cinema.  For  the  past  two  years 
the  Odeon  chain  in  Britain  has  been  giv- 
ing children’s  matinees.  Richard  Ford,  or- 
ganizer of  these  matinees,  declares  the 
children’s  first  demand  is  for  “action.” 
To  them,  he  says,  dialogue  “is  just  a waste 
of  time.”  The  second  essential  is  morality 
— right  must  always  triumph,  and  the  third 
is  aggressiveness,  plenty  of  shooting  and 
fisticuffs  in  which  the  hero  comes  out 
ahead.  Little  profit  is  made  by  children’s 
matinees.  Ford  says,  but  they  build  up 
useful  goodwill. 

Here  is  a letter  received  from  a child 
patro7i  by  a.  theatre  manager:  “Dear  Pic- 
tures Palace  Man — I like  your  Mickey 
Mouse  pictures  and  Jane  Withers  better 
than  the  boo  and  hooray  cowboys,  and  I 
am  interested  m the  serial,  too.  I like  your 
Mickey  Mouse  picture  better  than  the  Silly 
Symphony 

Canadians  will  have  an  opportunity  this 
fall  to  see  a color  film  of  the  ceremonies 
at  Domremy,  France,  June  4,  when  Rod- 
rigue, Cardinal  Villeneuve,  Roman  Catho- 
lic Archbishop  of  Quebec,  served  as  Papal 
representative  at  the  festival  held  there 
in  honor  of  St.  Joan  of  Arc.  Rev.  M. 
Danion,  superior  of  the  chaplains  of  the 
Basilica  of  St.  Joan,  will  sail  from  Cher- 
bourg for  Quebec  September  2 and  bring 
the  film  with  him. 

A record  for  summer  runs  has  been 
achieved  by  Emile  Chalifoux,  manager  of 
the  Cinema  de  Paris,  where  Marcel  Pag- 
nol’s masterpiece,  “La  Femme  du  Bou- 
langer,” with  the  Parisiari  star,  Raimu,  is 
running  for  its  seventh  week,  accompanied 
by  “Le  Soldat  Inconnu  Vous  Parle,”  de- 
scribed as  “the  story  of  the  next  war,” 


but  consisting  largely  of  films  of  the  Great 
War. 

Rarely  does  a week  pass  in  which  some 
Montreal  theatre  is  not  playing  one  or 
other  of  the  Hardy  Family  pictures.  The 
latest  of  the  series,  “Andy  Hardy  Gets 
Spring  Fever,”  has  been  launched  at  the 
Palace.  The  Princess  is  showing  “The 
Magnificent  Fraud,”  starring  Akim  Tami- 
roff,  while  Elisabeth  Bergner,  long  absent 
from  Montreal  theatres,  leads  in  “Stolen 
Life”  at  the  Capitol. 

Filnirow  managers  and  salesmen  are 
taking  full  advantage  of  the  good  weather, 
making  almost  daily  motor  trips  to  outly- 
ing tomis  in  the  interests  of  fall  bookings. 

A “drive”  meeting  was  held  in  the  Mon- 
treal office  of  20th-Fox  to  stimulate  com- 
petition. J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  Canadian  dis- 
trict manager,  Toronto,  attended,  and  Mort 
Levy,  this  year’s  drive  leader,  gave  an 
inspiring  talk  to  the  sales  staff  on  coming 
productions  . . . John  Casey  of  20th-Fox 
is  back  from  his  honeymoon  feeling,  in 
his  own  words,  “better  than  ever.” 

Harry  Paynter,  Quebec  manager  for  Em- 
pire-Universal, and  Larry  Druxerman, 
salesman  for  that  company,  are  away  on 
a long  trip  to  Val  d’Or  and  other  centers 
in  the  northern  Quebec  gold  mining  area. 
The  expedition  will  keep  them  away  about 
a fortnight. 

Quebec’s  three  leading  theatres  took 
larger  space  in  the  local  English  daily  to 
announce  programs  for  the  third  week 
since  reopening.  “Clouds  Over  Europe,” 
with  Laurence  Olivier,  star  of  “Wuthering 
Heights,”  is  the  fare  at  the  Empire;  Shir- 
ley Temple  in  “Little  Princess”  holds  the 
fort  at  the  Capitol,  and  “Out  West  With 
the  Hardys”  and  “Wings  of  the  Navy” 
share  attention  at  the  Cartier. 

A number  of  exhibitors  from  Quebec 
points  attended  the  Famous  Players  con- 
vention in  Niagara  Falls,  including  J.  A. 
Hirsch  and  George  Rotsky  of  Consolidated 
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FORMER  Winnipeger,  Dr.  Harry 
Benaron,  director  of  the  Chicago  Ma- 
ternity Center,  is  in  Hollywood  where  he 
will  appear  in  a film  based  on  Paul  De 
Kruif’s  book,  “The  Fight  for  Life.”  Dr. 
Benaron  gained  acclaim  in  De  Kruif’s 
book  for  his  work  at  the  Center. 

Another  local  figure  who  may  soon  be 
seen  in  films  is  Jack  Thompson,  radio  an- 
nouncer. Thompson  and  the  Sunny  Boys 
Orchestra,  of  which  Harry  Martin  is  the 
leader,  have  received  an  offer  from  the 
Artists  Bureau,  Inc.,  Hollywood.  Thomp- 
son has  had  considerable  experience  in 
news  reel  shorts  as  the  Winnipeg  News 
Reel  talking  reporter. 

The  “Folie  Bergere,”  a featured  revue 
show  at  the  San  Francisco  exhibition,  is 
coming  to  Winnipeg  the  end  of  August 
when  it  will  play  the  Walker. 

The  outstanding  newspaper  ads  which 
are  distinctive  of  the  Garrick,  are  appear- 


ing again  in  local  papers  publicizing  Walter 
Wanger’s  “Winter  Carnival.” 

Winnipeg  representatives  to  the  FP  con- 
vention at  Niagara  Palls  have  returned 
and  report  a marvelous  time.  Included  in 
the  convention  party  were:  E.  Zorn,  super- 
visor at  Winnipeg;  J.  Miles,  president  of 
Western  Theatres,  Ltd.;  F.  H.  Kershaw, 
vice-president  of  Western;  Harold  Bishop 
of  the  Capitol;  Don  Gauld  of  the  Metro- 
politan; Eddie  Newman  of  the  Lyceum, 
and  Leno  Toraldo  of  the  Uptown. 

While  it  is  still  in  its  early  stages,  great 
things  may  be  heard  in  the  near  future 
concerning  the  ingenious  filing  system 
Eddie  Newman  has  installed  in  his  office. 
The  system  may  revolutionize  something  or 
other  but  just  what  is  not  knoum. 

E.  Zorn,  district  supervisor  for  FP,  has 
gone  to  the  Head  of  the  Lakes  on  business 
. . . J.  Miles  left  for  Watrous,  Sask. 


Theatres  and  George  Ganetakos  of  United 
Amusement  Corp.,  Montreal,  Paul  Valliere 
of  the  Capitol,  Quebec,  and  M.  Robert  of 
the  Capitol,  Three  Rivers. 

More  than  usual  summer  activity  pre- 
vails around  headquarters  of  Associated 
Screen  News.  Four  pictures  are  rmder  pro- 
duction, two  in  the  studio  and  two  out- 
side. Newsreelers  are  also  busy  and  ASN 
sent  a crew  of  four  to  film  the  arrival  of 
the  transatlantic  flying  boat  Caribou,  which 
opened  the  official  airmail  service  between 
Britain  and  Canada.  A man  was  also  sent 
to  Botwood,  Newfoimdland,  to  film  the 
arrival  there.  ASN  is  not  only  making 
newsreels  but  a motion  picture  of  this 
event.  Newsreelers  were  also  engaged  in 
filming  the  recent  mass  wedding  in  the 
baseball  park,  and  Lucien  Roy  of  the  ASN 
Vancouver  office  is  in  Alaska  accompany- 
ing the  highway  commission  on  a survey 
of  the  route  of  the  proposed  road  be- 
tween Alaska  and  the  state  of  Washing- 
ton. 

C.  J.  Cons  of  Goldsmith’s  College,  Lon- 
don, an  expert  on  visual  education,  is  de- 
livering a series  of  lectures  on  the  use  of 
motion  pictures  in  visual  education  be- 
fore the  Ontario  summer  school. 

While  churches,  particularly  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  have  shown  themselves 
hostile  to  motion  pictures  on  occasions, 
they  appear  to  have  developed  a shrewd 
realization  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  motion  picture  publicity.  Several 
times  recently  cameramen  have  been  called 
to  record  in  film  religious  events  in  the 
province  of  Quebec. 

John  Griersoji,  documentary  films  ex- 
pert of  the  United  Kingdom,  who  in- 
spired Canada’s  new  National  Film  Board, 
passed  hurriedly  through  Montreal  on  his 
way  to  Ottawa  where  he  is  spending  a few 
days  before  continuing  to  Australia.  Grier- 
son immediately  got  in  touch  with  Cap- 
tain Badgley,  head  of  the  Dominion  Mo- 
tion Picture  Bureau,  with  whom  he  will 
be  in  daily  conference  during  his  stay  in 
the  Canadian  capital. 

Famous  Players  Canadian  Coi’p.  has  ad- 
vised the  Montreal  Stock  Exchange  that 
under  the  option  agreement  with  N.  L. 
Nathanson,  dated  April  15,  1936,  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  to  extend  the  op- 
tion with  respect  to  the  block  of  11,000 
shares  to  be  taken  up  as  of  July  31,  1939. 
'The  option  agreement  has  been  amended 
so  that  these  11,000  shares  may  be  taken 
up  at  any  time  between  now  and  Jan. 
15,  1940. 

While  all  other  westend  suburban  the- 
atres have  abandoned  revivals  for  the 
summer,  Phil  Godel,  manager  of  the  West- 
mount,  United  Amusement  Theatre,  is  ad- 
hering to  that  policy  . . . One  of  the  most 
popular  revivals  in  Montreal  theatres  is 
“39  Steps,”  which  was  enthusiastically  re- 
ceived at  the  Plaza. 

Probably  by  the  end  of  this  month,  the 
Dominion  motion  picture  bureau  will  have 
ready  for  a formal  showing  before  Pre- 
mier King  and  cabinet  a full-length  fea- 
ture film  of  Their  Majesties’  recent  tour 
of  Canada. 


100 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  12,  1939 


CALSAMY 

TN  THE  absence  of  Ivan  Ackery,  who  was 
attending  the  Famous  Players  conven- 
tion, his  assistant,  Stan  Pooley,  promoted 
a clever  piece  of  publicity  to  lure  the  sun- 
ners  and  bathers  from  the  beaches  to  at- 
tend the  production  of  “Good  Girls  Go  to 
Paris.”  He  had  a small  yacht  make  a 
tour  of  all  the  beaches  on  the  mainsail  of 
which,  in  large  letters,  was  the  name  of  the 
production  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre  with 
the  names  of  the  stars  featured.  The  nov- 
elty of  the  plan  met  with  instant  appeal 
wh’ich  was  reflected  in  the  theatre’s  box- 
office. 

Dave  Griesdorf,  Winnipeg  manager  for 
UA,  flew  into  town  for  a somewhat  ex- 
tended stay  in  connection  with  business 
for  his  company. 

Maynard  Joiner,  Capitol  Theatre,  is 
spending  a short  vacation  in  Edmonton, 
Alta , where  he  has  many  friends. 

Norman  Clavir  has  gone  east  with  “As- 
sassin of  Youth”  which  had  a successful 
run  at  the  Plaza.  It  is  his  intention  to 
promote  this  film  in  all  the  provinces. 

Larry  Bearg,  FP  district  manager,  is 
back  from  Niagara  Palls  and  the  company’s 
convention. 

Ken  McRae,  Kerresdale  Theatre;  Harry 
Black,  Capitol  Theatre,  Penticton;  and  Mel 
Gow,  Capitol  Theatre,  Nanaimo,  went  to 
New  York  at  the  termination  of  the  Nia- 
gara Falls  convention,  to  visit  the  World’s 
Fair. 

There  was  a horse  race  sponsored  by 
the  Orpheum  to  mark  the  30th  anniversary 
of  Lionel  Barrymore’s  “stage  entrance”  as 
well  as  to  plug  “On  Borrowed  Time,”  show- 
ing at  that  theatre.  San  Pooley  is  proud- 
ly showing  a wired  message  from  Barry- 
more, expressing  his  appreciation. 

Ken  Wilson  Leaves  16mm 
CircuiU  Joins  Chain 

Toronto — The  retirement  of  Ken  Wilson 
of  Oshawa,  Ont.,  from  the  16mm  circuit 
field  in  the  Dominion  is  announced  in  the 
sale  of  his  complete  mobile  unit  with  which 
he  had  built  up  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful “routes”  in  eastern  Canada,  compris- 
ing six  towns  in  Ontario.  Wilson  will  be- 
come identified  with  the  rapidly-growing 
group  of  theatres  operated  in  northern 
Ontario  by  Cinema  Rousson-'Trudeau,  Ltd., 
of  Kirkland  Lake. 

His  withdrawal  from  the  field  is  regard- 
ed as  an  indication  that  the  16mm  busi- 
ness in  rural  areas  has  limited  possibilities. 

Louis  Rousson,  president  of  the  Rous- 
son-Trudeau  chain,  Mr.  Trudeau  and  Ted 
Soucie,  manager,  recently  spent  some  days 
here  when  it  was  revealed  the  company 
had  undertaken  theatre  expansion  in  the 
northern  mining  country.  Two  of  their  new 
theatres  are  the  LaSalle  at  Ehrkland  Lake 
and  the  Cartier  at  Timmins. 


20th-Fox  Extends  Two 

Hollywood — Binnie  Barnes  and  Dorothy 
Deering,  stock  actress,  have  been  renewed 
by  20th-Fox. 


Copy  by  Kennedy 


Toronto — Victim  of  the  recent  hot  wave, 
Walter  Kennedy,  exploitation  manager  of 
Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  took  time 
out  from  his  summer  vacation  to  turn  out 
a piece  of  theatre  advertising  copy  which 
looks  like  the  dream  of  a sleepless  night 
and  which,  incidentally,  has  produced 
many  laughs  in  the  film  fraternity.  The 
display  was  prepared  for  the  “Takem  The- 
atre,” the  location  of  which  is  given  as 
“Just  Around  the  Corner.” 

A 2 for  1 bargain  night  is  offered  for 
the  “Quints  Bill — Five  Features,”  the  re- 
mainder of  the  program  being  made  up  of 
“Two  Serials — 14  Shorts — Five  News 
Weeklies”  with  the  following  added  at- 
tractions: “Screeno — Country  Store  Night 
— Comedy  Gift  Night — Dishes — Bank  Night 
— Lucky  Number  Draw — Quiz  Night — Ama- 
teur Night  (Cash  Prizes) — Latest  Illus- 
trated Songs.” 

The  announcement  is  made:  “We  Never 
Close — We  will  keep  open  as  long  as  Ni- 
agara Falls  rims — Should  you  live  that 
long.” 


B.  MILLER,  RKO  salesman  from  Mon- 
treal, is  working  in  this  territory  for  a 
while  and  renewing  many  acquaintances 
made  during  his  three  months  here  last 
year  . . . Harry  Martin,  Universal  office 
manager  at  Boston  and  a former  resident 
of  Saint  John,  spent  part  of  his  vacation 
in  this  territory. 

Friends  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  N.  W. 
Mason  of  the  Roseland  and  Academy  the- 
atres, New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  has  been  con- 
fined to  his  home  on  account  of  illness. 


W.  H.  Golding  and  J.  M.  Franklin  of 
Saint  John,  F.  W.  Winter  of  Moncton, 
L.  M.  Graburn,  T.  J.  Courtney  and  W. 
Gates  of  Halifax,  C.  E.  Vail  of  Sydney, 
and  John  Connor  jr.  of  Glace  Bay,  have 
returned  to  their  homes  after  attending 
the  Famous  Players  convention  at  Niagara 
Falls. 

Harold  Parker  of  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  when  taking  part  in  the 
Nova  Scotia  Rifle  Shoot  at  Bedford,  N.  S., 
made  the  team  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
Rifle  Association  Shoot  to  be  held  at  Ot- 
tawa this  month,  the  results  of  which  de- 
termine the  Canadian  Bisley  Team  for  next 
year. 

Charles  Chaplin,  United  Artists  branch 
manager,  is  keeping  fit  by  playing  softball 
on  the  “Golden  Ball”  team  in  the  Saint 
John  Twilight  League.  Tliis  team  just  got 
into  third  place  so  they  now  have  a chance 
in  the  play-offs  for  the  city  championship. 

M.  S.  Bernstein  and  J.  Lieberman  of  the 
Maritime  Film  Co.,  distributors  of  Colum- 
bia pictures,  have  returned  from  the  long- 
est sales  trip  in  this  territory,  which  is  to 
Newfoundland. 

Lloyd  Blackford  is  supplying  most  of  the 


OTTAWA 

JSSER  SINGERMAN,  manager  of  the  Ot- 
tawa Imperial,  had  good  luck  with  a pair 
of  strong  revival  features  on  a reissue  pro- 
gram for  the  three  days,  Wednesday  to 
Friday,  pictures  being  “The  Bad  Man  of 
Brimstone”  and  “Big  City.”  Reissues  were 
highly  successful  at  the  Imperial  last  sum- 
mer. 

The  Rideau  Theatre,  Ottawa,  has  con- 
tinued the  policy  of  presenting  French 
dialogue  double  bills  on  Wednesdays  only 
through  the  summer.  There  was  a good 
turnout  for  “Les  Nouveaux  Riches”  and  “Le 
Secret  de  I’Emeraude.” 

Speaking  of  reissues,  the  Elgin  played 
“Mutiny  on  the  Bounty”  for  a solid  week 
at  regular  prices.  Manager  Lloyd  Mills 
called  it  “the  greatest  return  engagement 
in  the  history  of  Ottawa.” 

The  Somerset  went  to  the  cleaners  for 
an  interesting  tieup.  For  one  week  the 
Star  Cleaners  and  Dyers  of  Ottawa  gave 
free  matinee  tickets  to  this  house  with 
every  order  for  clothes  re-conditioning,  the 
firm  using  generous  newspaper  advertising 
space  to  announce  the  stunt  which  was  in- 
tended to  draw  attention  to  the  company’s 
new  telephone  number. 

Betty  Low,  Ottawa  stage  and  screen 
dancer,  is  having  a holiday  with  her  par- 
ents in  the  Canadian  capital  after  a busy 
season.  One  of  her  engagements  was  with 
the  Co  vent  Garden  Ballet  Russe  of  Lon- 
don, England.  Her  professional  name  is 
Ludmila  Loba. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Ottawa  Fair, 
August  21  to  26,  will  be  Mitchell  Ayres  and 
his  orchestra  which  has  been  seen  in  film 
shorts  and  heard  on  the  radio.  Max  Lin- 
derman  of  the  World  of  Mirth  Shows  again 
has  the  midway  contract — and  the  local 
theatres  are  looking  forward  to  a weak 
week  because  of  the  opposition. 

Eastern  managers  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.  became  personally  ac- 
quainted with  a newcomer  to  the  personnel 
of  the  chain  out  west  in  Eddie  Zorn,  who 
is  district  manager  with  headquarters  at 
Winnipeg.  A year  ago  he  became  manager 
of  the  Capitol  at  Calgary  after  12  years 
with  the  Paramount  circuit  in  the  United 
States,  in  charge  of  theatres  at  Boston, 
Springfield  and  Long  Island.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  the  western  district  post  shortly 
before  the  FP  national  conference  where 
he  made  a fine  impression  with  all  mana- 
gers. 


entertainment  in  Freeport,  N.  S.,  where 
he  operates  the  NuEra  Theatre,  as  he  has 
now  opened  a dance  hall  in  connection  with 
the  theatre  where  dancing  is  enjoyed  after 
the  show. 

Lou  Wener  of  the  Russell  Theatre,  Glace 
Bay,  N.  S.,  a former  Fox  Film  employe, 
called  on  Filmrow  recently  while  en  route 
to  New  York  on  his  vacation  . . . Other 
visitors  were  Lloyd  Mason  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Springhill,  N.  S.,  and  R.  R.  Kert- 
S071  of  the  Opera  House,  Grand  Falls,  N.  B. 
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"Lights  Out"  the  Title? 


Toronto — A lively  electric  storm  created 
a novel  twist  of  fate  for  the  Orillia  The- 
atre in  Orillia,  Ont.,  which  recently  fig- 
ured in  a spirited  dispute  between  the 
municipal  council  and  the  Provincial  gov- 
ernment over  the  renewal  of  the  annual 
operating  license. 

Lightning  struck  the  municipally-owned 
theatre  during  a performance,  ripping  a 
side  of  the  tower  on  the  building  and 
putting  the  electrical  equipment  out  of 
commission.  The  crash  and  accompany- 
ing darkness  brought  momentary  conster- 
nation to  the  audience,  which  included 
several  officials  of  the  town,  but  calm  was 
restored  and  the  patrons  indulged  in  com- 
munity singing  for  half  an  hour  until 
the  show  could  be  resumed. 

Until  June  30  the  theatre  was  operated 
as  a unit  of  Associated  Theatres  on  which 
date  it  had  been  leased  by  the  town 
council  to  L.  H.  Vicary,  an  Orillia  inde- 
pendent. The  government  had  ordered  the 
closing  of  the  theatre  but  the  order  was 
revoked  when  the  town  objected  to  the 
loss  of  rental  revenue.  A few  nights  later 
came  the  lightning! 


Rule  Music  Venders  Taxable 

Montreal — In  a decision  handed  down 
by  Recorder  Roderigue  Bedard  in  recor- 
der’s court  in  Hull,  Quebec,  music  is  a 
commodity  which  can  be  purveyed  by  au- 
tomatic machines,  therefore  the  machines 
can  be  taxed  by  the  city,  on  the  same 
basis  as  peanut  and  chewing  gum  vending 
machines. 


British  Enterlainmeni 
Anticipates  Setback 

By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Montreal — The  gloomy  European  out- 
look has  brought  long  faces  to  Britain’s 
entertainment  world,  for  it  is  widely  be- 
lieved the  next  war  will  permit  no  stage, 
motion  picture  or  television  production. 

Many  theatre  owners  are  resigned  to  the 
probability  they  will  have  to  close  at  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities,  because  the  gov- 
ernment’s Air  Raid  Precautions  policy  calls 
for  the  greatest  possible  dispersal  of  popu- 
lation. 

Motion  picture  producers  see  little  hope 
of  keeping  cameras  grinding  in  such  an 
emergency,  as  this  country  takes  80  per 
cent  of  their  output  and  there  would  be 
no  profit  in  trying  to  operate  on  the  re- 
maining 20  per  cent  foreign  market. 

Experts  claim  that  the  British  Broad- 
casting Corp.’s  television  service  will  have 
to  be  closed  because  the  ultra-short  wave 
band  it  uses  will  be  needed  to  transmit 
domestic  military  traffic.  Television  pro- 
grams are  broadcast  on  the  seven-metre 
band  which  has  a short  range  and  is  not 
subject  to  atmospheric  or  far-off  man- 
made interference.  It  would  be  particu- 
larly useful  in  wartime  for  short  distance 
transmission  because  it  could  neither  be 
heard  nor  jammed  by  an  enemy  at  a 
greater  distance  than  about  50  miles. 

Some  actors  and  actresses  who  believed 
themselves  too  old  for  ordinary  active  ser- 
vice in  any  of  the  numerous  defense  forces 
have  decided  they  will  entertain  soldiers 


A Screen  Bride 


Prince  Albert,  Sask. — Two  lustrous  black 
orbs  and  a husky  voice  singing  a haunt- 
ing refrain,  seen  and  heard  two  years  ago 
at  the  Strand  Theatre  here  by  Doug  Lind- 
say, then  a department  of  natural  re- 
som’ces  radio  operator  at  Emma  Lake,  be- 
gan a romance  that  bridged  a world  be- 
tween and  culminated  in  matrimony  re- 
cently. 

Lindsay  left  Canada  for  Great  Britain 
where  he  found  employment  with  an  avi- 
ation company.  He  had  done  some  flying 
here.  From  there  he  went  to  Australia 
where  he  met  and  wed  Lillian  Gray,  the 
black-eyed,  husky-voiced  singer  he  had 
seen  and  heard  in  the  local  theatre,  half- 
a-world  away.  She  was  appearing  in 
“Woman  Alone’’  as  a singer  of  “Black 
Eyes.”  He  saw  the  picture  again  and 
again,  he  told  reporters  in  Johannesbm'g, 
South  Africa,  where  he  was  interviewed. 


or  civilians  at  camps  or  hospitals  if  hos- 
tilities occur  and  authorities  approve. 

Apart  from  them,  it  is  believed,  the 
population  will  have  to  rely  on  whatever 
radio  channels  the  administration  will  re- 
serve for  the  BBC’s  ordinary  programs. 

It  is  considered  likely  the  government 
will  approve  radio  entertainment,  par- 
ticularly in  times  of  keen  stress,  aerial 
bombardment  or  the  like  when  inaction 
might  lead  to  nervous  collapse  or  panic 
among  some  sections  of  the  population. 

Radio  appears  the  most  feasible  form  of 
entertainment  because  it  is  accessible 
whether  or  not  electrical  power  services  are 
available. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President.  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres.  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAYIl  375  pages.  6x9.  illustrated.  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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.Shoti  Sulf4Qct 


The  Phantom  Creeps 

Universal  (12  Chapters)  Aver.  21  Mins. 

The  title  is  the  tipoff;  it’s  as  creepy 
as  incredibility  will  allow  and  fantastic 
as  impressionistic  youth  desires.  It  has  Bela 
Lugosi  in  a typical  role;  mad  scientist 
who  would  rule  the  world,  surrounded  by 
the  dangdest  collection  of  laboratory  gad- 
gets, grotesque  robots,  sliding  panels,  hid- 
den vaults  and  secret  formulae.  Suspend- 
ed animation  and  invisibility  are  his  spe- 
cialties. To  keep  him  from  selling  this 
stuff  to  foreign  powers,  the  army  intelli- 
gence bureau,  represented  here  by  Robert 
Kent,  attempts  to  control  Lugosi.  Regis 
Toomey  is  Kent’s  aide,  Dorothy  Arnold 
is  a newspaper  reporter  and  Jack  C.  Smith 
is  Lugosi’s  convict  partner.  Production  is 
scaled  to  adequate  proportions,  but  there’s 
plenty  of  emphasis  on  the  suspenseful  side. 


Screen  Snapshots 

Columbia  (No.  12)  10  Mins. 

Too  bad  anniversaries  come  once  a year 
because  this  reel,  marking  the  18th  year  of 
Screen  Snapshots,  is  the  best  that  has 
come  along  in  some  time.  One,  incident- 
ally, that  could  stand  exploitation.  For  in 
it,  Noah  Beery  acts  as  commentator  and 
rolls  back  the  pages  of  time.  Remember 
Rudolph  Valentino,  William  S.  Hart,  Lillian 
and  Dorthy  Gish,  Mabel  Normand,  Betty 
Blythe,  Noah  Beery,  himself,  and  a host 
of  others?  They  are  all  back  on  the  screen 
in  brief,  inimitable  glimpses.  Here  is  a 
reel  the  film  fan  ought  to  go  for  in  a 
big  way. 


One-Day  Stand 

Vitaphone  (Variety)  10  Mins. 

Nothing  of  imusual  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject, everything  in  it  dealing  with  a circus 
which  is  put  up  and  taken  down  after  a 
one-day  stand.  This  stuff  has  been  seen 
on  the  screen  many,  many  times  before. 
Clyde  Beatty,  the  lion  tamer,  is  briefly 
pictured  doing  his  stuff  in  a cage  of  lions 
and  tigers.  Even  that  is  familiar  and  un- 
exciting. 


The  Barnyard  Brat 

Paramount  (Color  Classic)  7 Mins. 

This  introduces  Spunky  and  Hunky,  new 
mule  characters.  Spunky  might  be  a Dead 
End  kid  in  his  field.  He’s  first-class  brat 
and  bully,  going  about  making  things 
miserable  for  the  barnyard  families.  When 
things  become  unbearable  and  an  appeal 
to  his  mother  fails,  the  animals  take  things 
into  hand  and  properly  even  things  up. 


Hare-Um  Scare-Um 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

When  old  John  Sourpuss  finds  meat 
prices  soaring  he  decides  to  go  ahunting. 
There’s  a wise  old  rabbit  who  makes  it 
pretty  uncomfortable  for  the  hunter  and 
his  bloodhoimd.  The  youngsters  may  like 
it.  Color  and  music  are  much  better  than 
the  material  content. 


NEWSREELS 


Tuesday,  Aug*.  1 

Movietone  News,  No.  93:  The  Far  East  crisis, 
French  navy  holds  maneuvers,  parade  of  freckles, 
Pope  goes  to  summer  home,  Wyoming  rodeo, 
beach  fashions,  Saratoga  season  starts,  Dempsey 
looks  fit,  new  diving  star,  and  28-1  shot  wins 
Futurity. 

News  of  the  I>ay,  No.  291:  French  navy  holds 
maneuvers.  Far  East  crisis.  Pope  goes  to  sum- 
mer home,  Army  air  force  marks  30  years  of 
progress,  search  for  modern  Cinderella,  Queen 
Elizabeth  attends  garden  fete,  freckles  on  par- 
ade, motorbikes  roar  on  English  track,  Dempsey 
looks  fit,  and  new  diving  star. 

Paramount  News,  No.  104:  Saratoga  season 
opens,  Far  East  crisis,  steel  worker  wins  public 
links  title,  International  Poultry  Congress,  sum- 
mer fetes  for  youngsters,  and  riots  break  out  in 
Cleveland  strike. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  4:  Army  air  force  marks 
30th  birthday.  Dr.  Mayo  dies.  Ironside  joins  Polish 
war  conclave,  new  trains  revive  railroad  rivalry, 
Irene  Castle  dances  once  more,  world  pro  out- 
board mark  shattered,  and  public  links  crown 
to  steel  worker. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  793:  Japs  blockade 
British,  Polish  army  girds  for  Nazis,  speed  ace 
hurt  as  car  burns.  Pope  goes  to  summer  home, 
king  of  freckles  is  selected,  modern  Cinderella 
chosen,  Texas  grid  star  joins  “pros,"  28-1  shot 
wins  Futurity,  and  Wyoming  rodeo. 

Thursday,  Aug.  3 

Movietone  News,  No.  94:  Survey  of  the  world 
of  aviation.  Admiral  Leahy,  Admiral  R.  Stark, 
Francis  B.  Sayre,  Empress  of  Annan,  California 
motorboat  speedsters  in  action,  girls  stage  tug- 
of-war,  Don  Fendler  made  governor  for  a day, 
sheep  in  search  of  fresh  pastures,  Coney  Island 
Venus,  fur  styles  and  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  292:  Army  displays  avia- 
tion might,  mystery  target  plane  makes  debut, 
sheep  search  for  new  pastures,  King  Zog  and  his 
Queen  in  Sweden,  China  fights  on,  teaching  the 
art  of  making  love,  and  the  Gold  Trophy  regatta. 

Paramount  News,  No.  105:  Moody  Brothers  set 
mark,  rush  work  on  N.  Y.  river  tube,  the  China 
war,  sea  going  exile,  storm  upsets  English  gar- 
den party,  daredevil  trapeze  artist,  liner  travel 
booms,  and  highlights  of  the  Army  air  celebra- 
tion. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  5:  Stark  and  Sayre  new 
appointees,  Japan  pushes  war,  radio  plane  acts 
as  target,  Holland  completes  fortifications,  Hi- 
wassee  dam  construction  speeded,  machine 
changes  sound  into  words,  and  tennis. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  794:  Bomber  spans 
U.  S.  in  nine  hours,  China  fights  on,  radio  plane, 
Stark  sworn  in.  Coney  Island  Venus,  wild  ponies 
caught,  veteran  bike  fan  on  tour,  outboard  aces 
race,  kid  stars  in  midget  race  and  kid  bike 
stuntsters. 


Zoo 

RKO  Pathe  (Reelism)  9 Mins. 

A visit  to  the  St.  Louis  Zoo  which  both 
adults  and  youngsters  should  enjoy.  The 
St.  Louis  plant  is  an  ixnusual  one  since 
the  animals  are  afforded  ample  room  in 
which  to  frolic  about.  The  camera  catches 
the  antelopes  bounding  around,  elephants 
practicing  their  stunts  and  a trainer  with 
lions  and  a leopard.  Antics  of  the  chim- 
panzee troupe  will  be  the  highlight  of  the 
reel  since  they  provide  the  most  laughs. 


Hollywood  Sweepstakes 

Columbia  (Color  Rhapsody)  8 Mins. 

When  the  animators  let  their  imagina- 
tion run  away  with  them,  as  in  this  case, 
the  humor  content  diminishes  in  propor- 
tion. So  there  is  little  left  in  this  cartoon 
version  of  a horse  race. 


Metropolis — 1 939 

RKO  (March  of  Time,  No.  13)  18  Mins. 

A comprehensive  presentation  dealing 
with  the  vastness  and  complexity  that  is 
New  York  City.  And  a few  deserved  bou- 
quets in  the  general  direction  of  New 
York’s  police  department  for  protecting 
the  people  who  live  in  the  city.  Out-of- 
tcwners  will  find  it  most  interesting  since 
the  customary,  sightseeing  approach  is 
dropped,  giving  them  a good  idea  of  what 
makes  New  York  tick.  New  Yorkers,  them- 
selves, will  be  astonished  at  the  largeness 
of  the  city.  It  covers  325  square  miles. 
There  are  other  amazing  facts.  How  the 
police  performs  its  countless  duties  is  in 
itself  another  story.  All  of  it  is  contained 
in  this  subject  don?  in  the  usual  commend- 
able manner. 


The  Memory  Lingers  On 

Progress  Films  10  Mins. 

A collection  of  rare  film  clips  that  roll 
back  the  pages  of  time  and  are  bound  to 
enthrall  audiences.  Highlight  of  the  reel 
is  scene  of  the  memorable  Dempsey-Firpo 
light.  Others  are  shots  of  Theodore  Roose- 
velt, Amelia  Earhart’s  solo  hop,  the  for- 
mation of  United  Artists  by  D.  W.  Griffiths, 
Mary  Pickford,  Doug  Fairbanks  and  Char- 
lie Chaplin,  and  a sequence  from  another 
Fairbanks  success.  A sequence  that  im- 
pressed was  the  sinking  of  the  Maine  fol- 
lowing the  explosion.  It  was  well-received 
by  a Radio  City  Music  Hall  audience. 


Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Universal  (No.  64)  10  Mins. 

The  usual  collection  of  interesting  oddi- 
ties is  highlighted  by  an  electrician  who 
manufactures  the  smallest  motors  in  the 
world:  no  bigger  than  the  head  of  a pin. 
ether  items  include  a pawn  shop  patron- 
ized exclusively  by  Indians,  a love  bird 
'.hat  is  especially  devoted  to  its  mistress; 
glass  balls  that  float  in  on  northwest 
beaches  from  Japanese  fishing  grounds, 
and  a retired  carver  who  goes  in  for 
miniature  merry-go-rounds. 


The  Stubborn  Mule 

Universal  (Walter  Lantz  Cartune)  7 Mins. 

Fairly  routine  animation,  although  the 
kids  won’t  be  disappointed.  Little  Eight 
Ball,  new  pickanniny  character,  employs 
a heap  of  ruses  to  get  a stubborn  mule  off 
its  haunches.  There’s  a lot  of  effort  but 
little  action  until  a bolt  of  lightning  does 
the  trick. 


Arabs  With  Dirty  Fezzes 

Universal  (Walter  Lantz  Cartune)  7 Mins. 

Grandpa  mouse  is  telling  his  grandson 
about  his  exploits  in  the  foreign  legion. 
It  makes  for  amusing  fantasy.  The  adults 
should  get  a kick  out  of  it,  too.  The 
patriarch,  in  flashback  a lowly  shoe  shine 
boy,  rises  to  a hero  when  he  holds  off 
hordes  of  enemy  Arabs. 
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B 

BOY  FRIEND  (20th-Fox) 

Jane  Withers,  without  question,  is  a good 
drawing  card,  but  she  has  played  in  a few 
pictures  that  were  very  superior  to  this  one. 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25- 
10.  Town  patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre, 
Steelton,  Pa. 

c 

CAFE  SOCIETY  (Para) 

A fair  show.  My  customers  shyed  away 
from  it  because  of  the  society  angle  in  the 
title.  Some  commented  that  they  would  like 
to  see  MacMurray  in  something  more  rugged. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
25-15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  600. 
Capacity:  250. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  The- 
atre, Stockton,  Mo. 

CAFE  SOCIETY  (Para) 

A very  good  comedy.  Don't  be  afraid  of 
this.  Will  please  at  least  90  per  cent.  Some 
extra  good  wisecracks.  Madeleine  Carroll  is 
a honey.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 10,  2 for  35.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,, 
Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

CALLING  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

A perfect  show  for  any  day  in  the  week. 
Again  my  customers  asked  me  "When  is 
the  next  Kildare  picture."  A lot  of  good  com- 
ment on  every  member  of  the  cast.  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  25- 
15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  The- 
atre, Stockton,  Mo. 

D 

DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

Dork  Victory  failed  us.  It  just  didn't  seem 
to  hit  just  right.  It  may  have  been  becaus.e 
we  were  a little  late  in  running  it.  But  I 
doubt  it.  People  here  just  don't  like  to  cry. 
I think  the  picture  was  swell  and  Bette 
couldn't  have  been  better.  I think  she  is  a 
good  choice  for  the  Academy  Award  for  her 
work  in  this  picture.  Population:  1,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Leon  Kidwell,  Majestic  Theatre, 
Allen,  Okla. 

DEVIL  DAYS  OF  THE  RED  CIRCLE  (Rep) 

Just  ran  the  9th  chapter.  This  is  a honey 
of  a serial.  It  is  built  up  good.  Every  chap- 
ter ends  just  right  to  get  them  in  next  time. 
Every  one  liked  this  one  better  than  any  one 
we've  shown  lately.  Don't  play  it  too  close  to 
Dick  Tracy.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  300. 
— Leon  Kidwell,  Majestic  Theatre,  Allen, 
Okla. 

DODGE  CITY  (WB) 

For  us  this  has  been  another  "Jesse  James" 
in  acceptance.  The  color  is  beautifully  done 
and  adds  much  to  this  picture.  Natalie 
Kalmus  has,  been  taught  to  use  pastel  shades 
by  the  crowd  at  Metro,  for  ever  since  "Broad- 
way Serenade"  there  has  been  a noticeable 
absence  of  those  harsh  and  "loud"  colors 
that  nearly  ruined  former  Technicolor  pic- 
tures. Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population: 
550.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wick- 
enburg-’Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

DR.  JEKYLL  AND  MR.  HYDE  (Para),  reissue 

I realize  this  picture  is  old,  but  did  more 
business  with  this  than  the  regular  pictures. 
Had  a very  crowded  house.  Can't  give  the 
picture  itself  very  much,  but  sure  did  draw. 
Monday.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10. 
Population,  13,000.  Capacity:  500. — J.  M.  Plas- 
terer, Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

F 

FAST  AND  LOOSE  (M-G-M) 

Fairly  good  picture  with  no  extra  business. 


An  oven  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY.  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


Wednesday.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35- 
15.  General  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre, 
Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

G 

GRACIE  ALLEN  MURDER  CASE  (Para) 

Grade  is  as  dumb  as  ever  in  this  one,  but 
your  patrons  will  enjoy  it.  Attendance  up  to 
average.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Population:  900.  Capacity:  175. 
— -Walter  J.  E-uchholtz,  New  Haven  Theatre, 
New  Haven,  Mo. 

H 

HIGH  FLYERS  (RKO) 

Lost  money  on  this,  show.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35-25-15.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity: 
286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne 
Wells,  Colo. 

HONOLULU  (M-G-M) 

Very  good.  We  could  use  more  like  this. 
Sunday.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity: 
220. — Mrs.  M.  H.  Robertson,  Joyo  Theatre, 
Coleridge,  Neb. 

I 

I WAS  A CONVICT  (Rep) 

Barton  MacLane  and  Beverly  Roberts  in  a 
fairly  good  program  picture  for  Bank  Night 
or  a single  date.  The  story  is  a bit  far- 
fetched, but  no  complaints.  Tuesday.  Weath- 
er: Warm.  Admission:  15-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — 
L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

K 

KID  FROM  KOKOMO  (FN) 

This  one's  a honey.  Sell  this  with  May 
Robson  as  a successor  to  "Lady  for  a Day." 
Should  do  business  everywhere.  Seemed  to 
please  everyone  that  came.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  300. — Leon  Kidwell,  Majestic  Thea- 
tre, Allen,  Okla. 

KING  OF  THE  TURF  (UA) 

Good  show  but  did  not  mean  a thing  at 
the  boxoffice.  More  horse  racing  and  my 
patrons  don't  go  for  it.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Wea- 
ther: Good.  Admission:  35-10.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  800.  Capacity:  200. — E.  L. 
Danielson,  Castle  Theatre,  Mabel,  Minn, 

KING  OF  THE  TURF  (UA) 

A good  racing  story.  Enjoyed  by  all  who 
came.  "Goldie"  a fine  actor  and  keeps  pace 
with  Adolphe  Menjou.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  2,500.  Capacity:  500. — W.  H.  Hib- 
bert,  Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

L 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

A feature  that  pleased  the  comparatively 
few  people  who  saw  this  film  at  my  theatre. 
It  seems  my  patrons  thought  there  would  be 
too  much  operatic  music  in  the  picture,  but 
there  isn't  a bit.  I enjoyed  it.  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  900.  Capacity:  170. — 
Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven  Theatre, 
New  Haven,  Mo. 


LET  US  LIVE  (Col) 

Interesting  story,  but  a little  drab.  Henry 
Fonda  seems  to  be  on  the  way  up.  Fine 
acting.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Admission:  25-10.  Ru- 
ral patronage.  Population:  2,500,  Capacity: 
500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 

M 

MAD  MISS  MANTON,  THE  (RKO) 

A good  program  picture  with  a lot  of  sus- 
pense and  comedy.  One  of  RKO'a  best  ef- 
forts. Wednesday.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 25-15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  250. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER  (UA) 

A swell  title,  good  cast,  but  because  it  was 
so  depressing  to  many  people  it  failed  to 
do  good  business.  We  had  a number  of 
walkouts.  Second  and  third  nights  were 
terrible.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Rain. 
Admission:  25-15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  250. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

MAN  OF  CONQUEST  (Rep) 

Many  more  like  this  from  our  little  Republic 
Studios  and  it  will  be  closed  as  a major 
studio.  This  will  stand  your  best  playing  time 
if  you  have  not  played  to  many  westerns.  If 
you  can  get  them  in  they  will  like  it.  Some 
may  stay  away  thinking  it  will  be  too  much 
history.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  300. — 
Leon  Kidwell,  Majestic  Theatre,  Allen,  Okla. 

MAN  TO  REMEMBER,  A (RKO) 

If  you  can  get  them  in,  they  will  like  it; 
Edward  Ellis  was  splendid  and  this  new 
director  (Garson  Kanin)  really  shows  some 
of  the  so-called  directors  how  to  make  a pic- 
ture without  spending  a million.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-15-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity:  250. — 
W.  O,  Woody,  Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

MIDNIGHT  (Para) 

One  of  the  handfull  of  good  shows  that 
Paramount  has  made  this  year.  Business 
average.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Rainy. 
Admission:  25-15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  250. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

MYSTERIOUS  MISS  X (Rep) 

Nice  program  picture  with  a lot  of  com- 
edy. Played  with  an  amateur  stage  show. 
Fairly  good  business.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Warm.  Admission:  15-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — L.  J. 
Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

MYSTERY  PLANE  (Mono) 

Well,  I don't  know.  Few  people  really 
liked  it.  A lot  of  action,  but  a bit  too  sim- 
ple. Ran  two  days  with  a giveaway.  Busi- 
ness not  so  good.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — L.  J.  Bou- 
dreau, Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

N 

NANCY  DREW,  TROUBLE  SHOOTER  (WB) 

Played  this  on  Sunday  and  not  sorry.  A 
nice  little  picture.  Plenty  of  thrills  and  laughs. 
Will  please  the  average.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  300. — Leon  Kidwell,  Majestic  Thea- 
tre, Allen,  Okla. 

o 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

Tried  this  on  a Sunday  date  and  was  sur- 
prised at  the  draw.  Cagney  still  pulls  them 
in.  Weather:  Rainy.  Admission:  25-10.  Ru- 
ral patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity: 
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220. — Mrs.  M.  H.  Robertson,  Joyo  Theatre, 
Coleridge,  Neb. 

ONLY  ANGELS  HAVE  WINGS  (Col) 

This  was  a good  show,  but  did  not  have 
any  drawing  power.  The  picture  was  too 
long  for  this  type  of  show.  Pleased  80  per 
cent.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Rain.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,000.  Capacity:  342. — Ted  Wilson, 
Rex  Theatre,  Carlisle,  Ark. 

P 

PERSONS  IN  HIDING  (Para) 

Very  good  G-man  story  to  fair  business. 
Too  many  pictures  of  this  type  available  nov/, 
but  this  is  the  best  of  them  all.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 950.  Capacity:  250. — Don  Bloxham, 
Palace  Theatre,  Extra,  Iowa. 

PYGMALION  (M-G-M) 

Another  piece  of  smooth  entertainment 
that  is  so  slick  it  just  tickles  you  to  watch 
it  unwind.  English  background  may  make 
it  difficult  to  put  over  in  some  sections,  but 
with  proper  selling  of  the  characters  and 
the  parts  they  play  it  can  be  put  over  very 
well.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population: 
550.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wick- 
cnburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

R 

ROMANCE  OF  THE  REDWOODS  (Col) 

A fair  program  picture,  just  the  kind  there 
seems  to  be  so  many  of  right  now.  Eri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-15-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity: 
250. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  Theatre,  Stock- 
ton,  Mo. 

s 

SAINT  IN  LONDON,  THE  (RKO) 

There  hasn't  been  a poor  "Saint"  film 
made  yet  and  this  one  continues  the  RKO 
success  story  on  the  series.  George  Sanders, 
is  the  perfect  Saint.  The  role  fits  him  ex- 
actly. Exhibitors  will  get  few  squawks  about 
the  newest  adventure.  This  is  excitement 
plus!  Eriday.  Weather:  Clear,  warm.  Ad- 
mission: 40-30.  Population:  3,500.  Capacity: 
562. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre, 
Williamsburg,  Va. 

ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  (Para) 

A good  musical.  Will  please  if  you  can 
get  them  in.  1 couldn't.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  10,  2 for  35.  General 
patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. 
— Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville, 
111. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M) 

A fair  program  picture,  but  not  as  good 
as  some  of  the  other  Wallace  Beery  pictures. 
Story  none  too  plausible,  but  attendance 
was  fair.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 900.  Capacity:  170. — Walter  J.  Buch- 
holtz.  New  Haven  Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M) 

Proof  that  Beery  gets  his  best  audience 
acceptance  as  a "bum."  Our  audience  took 
thisi  one  all  right,  but  they  showed  no  en- 
thusiasm when  they  went  out  as  they  did 
with  "Stablemates,"  "The  Old  Soak,"  etc. 
Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population:  550. 
Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

SHINE  ON,  HARVEST  MOON  (Rep) 

They  liked  Lulu  Belle  and  Scotty.  Play  up 
that  angle — otherwise,  only  fair  western. 
Tuesday.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35-10. 
Rural  patronage.'  Population:  800.  Capacity: 
200. — E.  L.  Danielson,  Castle  Theatre,  Mabel, 
Minn. 

GOME  LIKE  IT  HOT  (Para) 

This  was  a fair  picture  for  a light  musical 
show.  Played  on  my  Money  Nile.  Did  fair 
business.  Bob  Hope  should  have  better  parts 
than  this.  Tuesday.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 


sion: 25-10.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  342. 
—Ted  Wilson,  Rex  Theatre,  Carlisle,  Ark. 

SPOILERS  OF  THE  RANGE  (Col) 

Good  Charles  Starrett  western  with  good 
music  by  Sons  of  Pioneers.  Lots  of  fast  ac- 
tion in  this  one.  Pleased  all.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Admission:  25-10.  Population:  950.  Capacity: 
250. — Don  Bloxham,  Palace  Theatre,  Extra, 
Iowa. 

STAGECOACH  (UA) 

You  can't  go  wrong  on  this  one.  Book  it 
by  all  means  if  you  haven't  already  played 
it.  Attendance  little  below  par  because  of 
stiff  competition.  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  900.  Capacity:  175. — Wal- 
ter J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven  'Theatre,  New 
Haven,  Mo. 

.STAGECOACH  (UA) 

A good  western  but  not  the  epic  they 
would  have  you  believe.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  10,  2 for  35.  General 
patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. 
— Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville, 
111. 

T 

THREE  MUSKETEERS  (20th.Fox) 

A nutty  comedy  that  is  a flop  in  any  lan- 
guage. Leave  this  in  the  can  and  play  the 
cheapest  western  you  can  find,  for  it  will 
please  more.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 10,  2 for  35.  General  patronage. 
Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Wil- 
liams. Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville.  111. 

TOPPER  TAKES  A TRIP  (UA) 

Did  not  please.  Far  below  original  "Top- 
per." Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
35-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  800.  Ca- 
pacity: 200. — E.  L.  Danielson,  Castle  The- 
atre, Mabel,  Minn. 

u 

UNION  PACIFIC  (Pora) 

On  a picture  like  this  there  isn't  much 
comment  as  far  as  faults.  Everyone  seemed 
to  rave  about  this  one.  Had  very  good  at- 
tendance. A very  careful  selection  of  char- 
acters. Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Clear.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity: 
500. — I.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steel- 
ton,  Pa. 

UP  THE  RIVER  (20th-Fox) 

Despite  adverse  reviews,  on  this  picture,  I 
couldn't  see  anything  radically  wrong  with  it. 
It's  a combination  of  a prison,  comedy  and 
musical  picture.  Your  none-too-critical  pat- 
rons will  enjoy  it.  Also,  good  double  bill 
fare.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  900.  Capacity:  175. — Wal- 
ter I.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven  Theatre,  New 
Haven,  Mo. 

w 

WIFE,  HUSBAND  AND  FRIEND  (20th-Fox) 

Was  disappointed  in  this.  However,  it  had 
enough  comedy  for  relief  from  yodeling.  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25- 
10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  Theatre, 
Sheridan,  Ore. 

WINGS  OF  THE  NAVY  (WB) 

A thrilling  picture.  The  sight  of  those  big 
"flying  boats"  were  breath-taking.  Sunday. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600.  Capacity:  220. — 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Robertson,  Joyo  Theatre,  Cole- 
ridge, Neb. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

A fair  picture.  Nothing  big,  just  a little 
feature  that  Warner  called  a special.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  10,  2 for 
35.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,800, 
Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  The- 
atre, Knoxville,  111. 
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Quils  Giveaways  and 
Finds  It  Profitable 

Detroit — The  small  neighborhood  thea- 
tre can  successfully  dispense  with  give- 
aways in  a territory  where  double  bills  are 
the  rule  and  thereby  reduce  operating  ex- 
penses, says  Edward  Hilke,  who  operates 
the  Perrien  Theatre  here.  Hilke’s  own 
experience  is  the  basis  for  his  statement. 

“I  dropped  giveaways  two  years  ago,” 
he  told  Boxoffice,  “and  I haven’t  lost  any 
business.  In  fact,  I'm  making  more  money 
now  than  when  I had  dish  giveaways. 

“There  has  been  no  change  in  admission 
price,  either.  We  are  at  the  same  price 
level  with  competing  houses  who  are  all 
giving  away  premiums. 

“Frankly,  I think  people  are  tired  of 
dishes  as  a giveaway.  Too  many  have  been 
given  away.  However,  some  people  are 
greedy  for  dishes  and  they  will  travel  a 
long  way  to  get  them.  I had  two  cus- 
tomers who  came  several  miles  on  the 
street  car  because  we  gave  them  dishes, 
but  those  two  are  about  the  only  ones 
we  lost. 

“The  policy  has  been  very  successful  at 
the  Perrien.  although  it  might  not  be  so 
in  a larger  theatre.  My  overhead  is  small, 
but  the  big  house  might  feel  unable  to 
take  the  risk.” 


Car  Parade  in  Victoria 
For  "Man  About  Town" 

■Victoria,  B.  C. — Tire  highlight  of  the 
exploitation  campaign  conducted  by  Mar- 
tin Cave  of  the  Capitol  to  advertise  “Man 
About  Town”  was  a parade  of  12  new 
Chevrolet  cars  through  the  city  of  Vic- 
toria one  Saturday  morning.  The  first  car 
had  a one-sheet  cutout  on  the  front 
bumper  and  a cutout  on  each  side,  all 
three  advertising  Jack  Benny  now  show- 
ing at  the  Capitol  Tlieatre. 

The  cars  following  spelled  out  the  word 
“Chevrolet”  with  a big  cutout  letter  on 
each  car.  The  last  car  displayed  two  big 
banners  advertising  the  new  Chevrolet 
for  the  “Man  About  Town.”  Leading  res- 
taurants and  grocery  stores  featured  Jello 
tieups. 


"Clinic"  Cooperation 


York,  Pa. — Paul  Harvey  of  the  Strand 
has  taken  the  highly  unpopular  institution 
— the  dental  clinic — and  used  it  for  a kiddie 
tieup  with  his  theatre. 

The  trick  was  to  get  the  schools  to  let 
kids  off  a few  hours  earlier  if  they  at- 
tended the  clinic.  The  schools  also  ad- 
vertise a special  “clinic  show”  at  the 
Strand,  when  Harvey  gives  them  three 
hours  of  entertainment,  including  plenty 
of  cartoons.  The  clinic  also  advertises  the 
shows. 


"Home  Made" — 

Monticello,  Fla. — This  “home  made” 
stagecoach  was  outfitted  with  a p.  a.  sys- 
tem and  driven  through  the  streets,  selling 
“Stagecoach.”  Its  foundation  is  an  old- 
fashioned  surrey.  Miss  Katherine  John- 
son, manager  of  the  Katherine  Theatre, 
who  supervised  the  job,  can  be  seen,  but 
barely,  seated  in  the  stagecoach. 


Crashes  Parade  to  Sell 
Attractions  at  Loew's 

Cleveland — 'When  Lakewood,  residential 
suburb,  celebrated  its  50th  birthday  last 
week,  Ed  Huegle  of  Loew’s  Theatres  art 
and  publicity  department  crashed  the  pa- 
rade with  a fleet  of  seven  little  Bantam 
automobiles.  Each  floated  a banner  ad- 
vertising current  attractions  at  Loew’s  four 
theatres. 

“Maisie,”  as  exemplified  by  a beautiful 
blonde  riding  with  Huegle  in  the  leading 
car  with  the  other  six  following  in  triangle 
formation,  stole  the  show.  The  picture 
played  a first  week  at  Loew’s  State,  mov- 
ing over  to  Loew’s  Stillman  for  a second 
week  downtown. 


He  Solicits  Ghost  Stories 
For  Midnight  Showing 

Cedarburg,  'Wis. — In  connection  with  a 
midnight  ghost  show  held  at  the  Rivoli 
here,  Mark  Morgan,  manager,  offered  a 
number  of  passes  to  persons  submitting  the 
best  ghost  stories  in  condensed  form.  'Win- 
ners’ names  were  posted  in  the  theatre 
boxoffice  window,  nicker  shown  in  con- 
nection with  the  special  show  was  “The 
Crime  of  Dr.  Crespi.” 


Sponsors  Ball  Team 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — Ralph  Fisher,  opera- 
tor of  the  Maumee  Theatre  here,  is  spon- 
soring a kid’s  ball  team.  He  matches  his 
team  against  other  local  teams  and  then 
issues  passes  to  the  winning  team  in  each 
instance.  Two  or  more  games  are  played 
each  week  and  the  stunt  is  creating  a 
lot  of  interest  in  the  games  staged. 


NUGGETS 

^L  BARBER  of  the  Cameo,  South  Orange, 
N.  J.,  devised  a four-day  Spring  Music 
Festival  when  he  was  faced  with  a short- 
age of  product.  On  the  program  were: 
“The  Life  and  Loves  of  Beethoven,”  “100 
Men  and  a Girl,”  “Moonlight  Sonata”  and 
“Maytime.”  Ninety  per  cent  of  those  who 
came  were  not  his  regular  customers.  This 
is  a specialized  venture  which  can  be  car- 
ried through  anytime  with  the  cooperation 
of  local  music  schools  and  board  of  edu- 
cators. 

• 

Dave  Kamsky  of  the  Byrd  and  State, 
Richmond,  Va.,  tied  in  with  the  Crosley 
Auto  Co.  for  a “Bachelor  Mother”  bally- 
hoo. Four  cars  were  obtained,  one  spotted 
in  each  of  the  lobbies  while  the  other  two 
toured  the  town.  The  cars  in  the  lobbies 
were  loaded  with  bathing  beauties  while 
those  on  tour  carried  ladies  with  babies, 
along  with  appropriate  billing. 

The  selection  of  Priscilla  Lane  by  the 
Gold  Star  Mothers  as  “the  typical  Amer- 
ican daughter”  prompted  Warner  to  tie 
in  with  Postal  Telegraph  to  commemorate 
National  Daughter’s  Day  and  plug  “Daugh- 
ters Courageous.”  Over  1,500  window  cards 
carrying  Miss  Lane’s  photo  are  posted  in 
branch  offices  of  the  telegraph  company. 

• 

Columns  of  publicity  were  snared  in  the 
Rochester  Evening  News  by  Manager  Les- 
ter Pollock  of  Loew’s,  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
when  he  conducted  a “Mr.  Chips”  Dog 
Contest  for  the  run  of  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips.”  Two  toy  bulldogs,  “Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chips”  and  “Runaway”  were  awarded  to 
two  young  girls  who  wrote  the  best  let- 
ters on  “Why  Every  Home  Should  Have 
a Dog.”  The  pups  were  kept  on  display 
in  the  lobby  until  the  contest  was  decided. 


United  Artists  is  distributing  large  straw 
fans  with  the  following  copy:  “To  Keep 
You  Cool  While  ‘Four  Feathers’  Gets  Hot 
at  Your  Boxoffice.”  The  note  is  signed  by 
Alexander  Korda.  Perspiring  trade  paper 
editors,  at  least,  found  it  effective  during 
the  hot  spell. 


An  Unscrambling  Contest 
Held  for  "Daughters" 

Appleton,  Wis. — The  Rio  here  tied  up 
with  the  local  daily  in  a contest  exploi- 
tation on  “Daughters  Courageous,”  which 
provided  for  selecting  the  correct  answers 
from  those  scattered  about  the  classified 
section  of  the  newspaper  to  problem  pic- 
tures appearing  daily  for  six  days  in  the 
form  of  stills  from  the  flicker.  Twenty- 
five  pairs  of  guest  tickets  were  awarded 
in  the  contest. 
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Newspapers,  Billboards 
To  Exploit  'Livingstone' 

New  York — The  special  advertising  and 
exploitation  campaign  worked  out  by 
Charles  E.  McCarthy,  20th-Fox’s  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  for  advance 
showings  of  “Stanley  and  Livingstone” 
sets  a new  company  record  for  newspaper 
and  billboard  advertising. 

More  than  2,000  billboards  are  being 
used  throughout  the  country  in  addition 
to  the  increased  advertising  space  in  news- 
papers. Space  has  been  taken  in  the  fol- 
lowing national  magazines:  Life,  Look, 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  Boys  Life  and  Na- 
tional Geographic. 

Arrangements  also  have  been  made  to 
display  six  pictorial  bulletins,  20x30  inches, 
in  1,400  public  libraries  throughout  the 
country.  These  pictorial  displays  will  show 
graphically  the  work  that  goes  into  the 
production  of  a picture  of  such  magnitude. 

Locally,  the  campaign  for  the  Roxy  pre- 
miere was  augmented  by  a display  bulletin 
in  200  Postal  Telegraph  windows  through- 
out the  metropolitan  area,  and  2,000  na- 
tionally. 


"Stronger  Than  Desire" 
Candid  Camera  Tieup 

Indianapolis — A contest  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Manager  L.  Ward  Farrar  of 
Loew’s  Theatre,  Indianapolis,  with  $5  in 
prizes  for  the  candid  camera  fan  who  can 
make  the  best  scene  from  Loew’s  screen, 
without  flashlight  or  disturbance,  during 
the  run  of  “Stronger  Than  Desire,”  now 
showing  at  the  theatre. 

The  award  was  inspired  by  the  fact  that 
a candid  camera  picture  which  shows  the 
reflection  of  the  camera-clicker  in  the 
eyes  of  the  photo  subject,  solved  an  im- 
portant mystery  in  the  picture. 

Consolation  prizes  of  guest  tickets  will 
be  awarded  the  five  next  best  photos.  The 
contest  is  being  staged  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  H.  Lieber  Co. 


Red  Cross  Course 


A service  staff  completely  trained  in 
first  aid  administration  for  theatre  pa- 
trons was  achieved  by  the  Paramount  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  of  Miami  when  26  key 
employes  (two  from  each  of  the  13  Para- 
mount theatres)  were  graduated  in  Red 
Cross  first  aid  course.  Taking  the  course, 
which  extended  over  a period  of  five  weeks, 
with  classes  meeting  twice  weekly  for  a two 
hour  period,  were  managers,  assistant 
managers,  department  heads  and  chief 
ushers.  Red  Cross  instructors  supervised 
the  classes  and  awarded  certificates. 

The  new  graduates  include  Brooks 
Clements,  George  Manley,  Carl  Mott,  Ed- 
die Carmichael,  Dave  Goyen,  General 
Manager  W.  R.  Lynch,  Tommy  Manning, 
Hazen  Witt,  Jimmie  Love,  William  Bar- 
nett, Jack  Worley,  Fred  Pope,  Herbert  Wat- 
son, Ross  Henderson,  Randall  Miller,  John 
Dwyer,  George  Allen,  Lynnwood  Darter, 
Paul  Lee,  William  Merrill,  Ted  Otstott, 
William  Mount,  Bernard  Harris,  Dick  Carl- 
son, and  Dave  Alcock. 


Critic's  Endorsement — 

An  unusual  selling  point  for  a film 
was  the  publishmg  of  the  above  photo 
in  the  Dallas  Dispatch-Journal  of  Film 
Critic  Eddie  Barr  and  his  personal  en- 
dorsement of  ‘‘Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  at 
the  Palace  Theatre  in  Dallas. 


Pari-Mutuel  Atmosphere 
On  "King  of  the  Turf" 

Salt  Lake  City — The  lobby  and  the 
foyer  of  the  Utah  Theatre  took  on  a race 
track  atmosphere  to  exploit  “King  of  the 
Turf.”  Manager  Sprowl  arranged  for  a 
“prop  horse”  with  a racing  gear  in  the 
lobby,  surrounded  by  a cutout  of  Adolphe 
Menjou  and  the  rest  of  the  cast.  Over 
the  horse’s  neck  was  a wreath  of  fresh 
cut  flowers. 

On  one  side  of  the  foyer  an  alcove  was 
built  to  represent  a box-car  with  straw 
and  a cutout  of  Menjou  as  a tramp.  Also 
a betting  window  was  arranged  with  copy 
on  one  side  reading:  “100  to  1 you’ll  like 
the  show”  and  on  the  other  side:  “Today’s 
winners”  (announcing  the  names  of  the 
cast) . Hanging  in  the  foyer  were  pen- 
nants across  the  theatre  with  the  names 
of  famous  race  tracks.  Staff  employes  wore 
jockey  caps  and  uniforms. 


500  Kids  Participate  in 
Beloit  Costume  Parade 

Beloit,  Wis. — Beloit  Tlieatres  Enterprise, 
Inc.,  staged  a costume  parade  participated 
in  by  some  500  youngsters  who  were  guests 
of  the  firm’s  Majestic  at  a morning  show. 

Object  of  the  parade  was  to  concoct 
the  funniest  costume.  The  kiddies  marched 
in  groups  according  to  their  playgrounds 
and  their  age  divisions  and  carried  signs 
identifying  themselves.  They  had  a police 
escort  and  their  leaders  accompanied 
them. 


Usher  Plugs  Film 

Chicago — For  “Winner  Take  All”  at  the 
Hamilton  Theatre  an  usher  was  dressed 
in  bathing  suit  with  sweat  shirt  and  walked 
up  and  down  the  street  with  a sign  read- 
ing: “I’m  in  training  to  take  all.  See 
‘Winner  Take  All’  at  the  Hamilton  now.” 


Unique  Campaign  by 
Loew's  for  "Oz" 

New  York — Loew’s  circuit  is  conducting 
a unique  campaign  to  publicize  “The  Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  opening  at  the  Capitol  August 
17.  The  idea  is  to  select  a boy  and  girl 
of  high  school  age  in  each  of  the  Loew 
metropolitan  theatres  to  act  as  the  thea- 
tre’s representative  on  a city-wide  recep- 
tion committee  to  greet  Judy  Garland  and 
Mickey  Rooney  who  will  make  a personal 
appearance  at  the  Capitol. 

The  committee  will  be  on  hand  to  meet 
Mickey  and  Judy  when  they  arrive  from 
Hollywood  Monday  and  the  142  lucky  ones 
will  be  guests  at  a luncheon  staged  by 
the  stars. 

The  campaign  in  addition  to  publicizing 
i.he  opening  of  the  picture  and  the  personal 
appearance  of  the  two  stars,  is  timed  to 
ballyhoo  “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever” 
now  making  the  rounds  of  the  circuit  and 
an  advance  plug  for  Mickey  and  Judy 
in  “Babes  in  Arms.” 

Every  girl  and  boy  of  high  school  age 
was  invited  to  fill  out  a blank  which  was 
available  in  the  lobby.  All  coupons  were 
kept  in  the  box  until  Friday  night  when 
the  name  of  the  lucky  boy  and  girl  was 
chosen. 


Summer  Festival  Week 
Observed  at  Theatre 

Sycamore,  III. — Stewart  Tomber  used 
the  installation  of  a new  air-conditioning 
plant  in  the  local  Fargo  Theatre  as  the 
occasion  for  a Summer  Festival  Week 
celebration  at  the  theatre.  The  local  Syc- 
ajnore  Tribune  tied  in  with  the  event  with 
special  advertising  and  stories.  Tomber 
had  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  sponsor 
ihe  event  with  its  endorsement. 


And  It  Was  Free — 

Here  is  how  Dave  Martin,  manager  of 
the  Paramount  in  Hollywood,  promot- 
ed a public  address  system  gratis  to 
plug  ‘‘Stagecoach.”  A 30x40  card, 
spotlighted,  ivas  set  up  by  way  as  ex- 
planation with  an  acknowledgement 
to  the  firm  which  supplied  the  equip- 
ment. Two  men  in  attendance  played 
recordings  and  plugged  the  picture  in 
advance  of  the  opening. 
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"CHIPS"  AND  "ON  BORROWED  TIME"  AT  ZENITH 


BOSTON 

Fenway — HelTs  Kitchen  CWB);  Million  Dollar 


(Para)  75 

Memorial — Bachelor  3lother  (RKO);  Saint  in 

I.oiulon  (RKO)  110 

Metropolitan — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN);  Night 

Work  (Para)  105 

Orpheum — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 145 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  75 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  120 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Never  Say  Die  (Para)  1st  part....  90 
Broadway — Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para), 

2nd  part  90 

Broadway — Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox).  3rd  part  90 

Carolina — Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  100 

Imperial— Winter  (’arnival  (UA).  1st  half....  90 
Imperial — Miracles  tor  Sale  (M-G-M).  2nd  half.  100 
State — Wliere  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 100 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Gooilbye,  Mr,  Chips  (M-G-M),  held 

7th  wk 90 

Chicago — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col), 

plus  stage  show  (Rudy  Vallee) 100 

Garrick — 6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  80 

Oriental — >Ian  of  Conquest  (Rep);  Bridal  Suite 
(M-G-M),  both  return  first  runs,  plus  stage 

show  90 

Roosevelt — Daughters  Courageous  (FN).  2nd 

loop  wk 90 

State-Bake — Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para), 

plus  stage  show  90 

United  Artists — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 
(M-G-M).  2nd  wk 00 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Biichelor  Mother  (RKO).  held  over.... 130 
Capitol — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  2nd  wk.  .120 

Family — Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 120 

Keith’s — Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col) 120 

Palace — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk.,  held  over 120 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Second  laddie  (20th-Fox).  2nd  wk 120 

Hippodrome — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  125 

Palace — Iiidianap(»lis  S|>eedway  (\VB) 85 

State — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  135 

Stillman-  On  I5orr<»wed  Time  (M-G-M). 

2nd  wk 100 


DALLAS 

Capitol — Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO),  1st  half. 110 
Capitol — Million  Dollar  I.<egs  (Para).  2nd  half.  85 


Majestic — Captain  Fury  (UA)  . . 100 

Palace — Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  125 

Rialto — Sorority  House  (RKO)  115 

Tower— Bachelor  Mother  (RKO).  2nd  wk 100 


DENVER 


Aladdin--A  Star  Is  Born  (UA),  reissue; 

Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer  (UA) so 

Broadway — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 
(M-G-M);  Panama  Fady  (M-G-M),  after  a 

wk.  at  the  Orpheum  110 

Denham — .Stolen  IJfe  (Para)  50 

Denver^ — Daughters  Coimigeous  (FN)  105 

Orpheum — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M); 

(Jirl  and  the  (iambler  (RKO)  100 

Paramount — Naughty  But  Nice  (M'B);  Water- 
front (WB)  11.-, 

Rialto — Hurricane  (UA);  Dead  End  (UA). 

reissues,  after  a wk.  at  the  Aladdin 75 


DETROIT 


Adam.s — llnexpe<'te<l  Father  (Univ),  after  a 

wk.  at  Fox;  ISicr  Town  Czar  (Univ, 7,') 

Fox — I Stole  a Million  (Univ);  Career  (RKO)..  70 
Michigan — (ioodhye,  Mr.  Cliips  (M-G-M); 

In(1ianapoli;ii  Speedway  (WB)  90 

Palms  State — Daughters  Courageous  (FN), 
after  wk.  at  Michigan;  lliekey,  the  Kid 
(Rep)  80 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Trigger  Fingers  (Sup);  Stunt  Pilot 

(Mono)  70 

Apollo — JIagnifieent  Fraud  (Para);  Million 

Dollar  I,egs  (Para)  100 

Circle — Baehelor  Mother  (RKO);  Career 

(RKO)  110 

Loew’s — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M);  Good 

Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)  ...175 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Fnexpe.ted  Father  (Univ)  90 

Midland — Man  in  the  Iron  Slash  (UA); 

Blondie  Takes  a Vaeation  (Col)  80 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 

Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (dual)  — 

Omaha  175 

On  Borrowed  Time  (dual)  — 

Indianapolis  175 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 

Fever  (dual) — Boston  145 

Bachelor  Mother  (dual)  — 

Los  Angeles  140 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (dual)  — 

Portland  140 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 

Fever — Cleveland  135 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (dual)  — 

Omaha  135 

Daughters  Courageous — 

Pittsburgh  (2nd  wk.)  130 

Each  Dawn  I Die — New  York 

City  (2nd  wk. ) 130 

IsL.AND  OF  Lost  Men  (dual)  — 

Oklahoma  City  130 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  12th  wk.,  New  York 
City;  7th  wk.,  Chicago;  6th  wk.,  Seattle; 
‘1th  wk.,  Milwaukee. 

Lenin  in  1918,  7th  wk.,  Cameo,  New  Y^ork 
City. 

Daughters  Courageous,  4th  wk.,  Port- 
land. 

Man  About  Town,  3rd  wk..  I..OS  Angeles. 

Andy  Hardy  (iets  Spring  FVver.  3rd  wk., 
Cincinnati.  Seattle. 

Each  Dawn  I Die,  3rd  wk.,  New  York 
City. 


Newman — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  hold- 
over   70 

Uptown — Viiexpeeted  Father  (Univ)  75 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — M'inter  Carnival  (UA);  Charlie 

Chan  ill  Keno  (20th-Fox) 50 

I.)owntown — Daughters  Courageous  (FN); 

Sweepstakes  'Winner  (FN),  2nd  wk 90 

Four  Star— -On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 70 

Ilillstreet — Baehelor  Mother  (RKO) 125 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  140 

I^aramount — Man  About  Town  (Para),  3rd 

wk. ; Magnificent  Frainl  (Para)  75 

State — Same  as  Cliinese  50 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Good  Girls  <io  to  Paris  (Col); 

Clouds  Over  EiirojK*  (Col)  110 

Riverside — Inside  Information  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Strand — tioodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  4th 

d.  t.  wk 90 

Warner — Ea<li  Dawn  I Die  (FN);  C<»whoy 

(Quarterback  (FN)  100 

Wisconsin — Andy  Hardy  (Jets  Spring  Fever 
(M-G-M);  Tliey  .\ll  Come  Out  (M-G-M). 

2nd  wk 100 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Missing  Daughters  (Col);  News  Is 

(Ma<le  at  Night  (20th-Fox)  90 

Century — Seeoml  Fiihlle  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk. . . . 80 

Gopher — Five  Caine  Back  (RKO)  90 

Minnesota — IVoman  Doctor  (Rep),  plus  stage 

show  (Evans  & Mayer)  100 

Orijheum — M'inter  Carnival  (LTA)  70 

State — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  80 

NEW  HAVEN 

College — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M);  Good 

Girls  (io  to  Paris  (Col),  2nd  wk 80 

Ijoew-Poli --And.v  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) *120 

Paramount— The  Magnifieent  Fraud  (Para); 

Million  Dollar  I.egs  (Para)  65 

Ro.ger  Slierman — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(UA);  Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO),  2nd 

wk,,  5 days  50 

♦Moved  to  College  for  2nd  wk. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — 6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  90 

Globe — Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk. . 70 
Liberty — Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  85 


Orpheum — Baehelor  Mother  (RKO)  125 

Saenger — Man  About  Town  (Para)  125 

State — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Tudor — Naughty  15ut  Nice  (WB)  80 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Aster — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

11th  wk..  lield  120 

Capitol — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  final  9 days  60 

Criterion — Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO), 

reissue  115 

Globe — Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown  (Mono) 80 

Paramount — Magnificent  Fraud  (Para),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show  90 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Winter  Carnival  (UA). 

plus  stage  show  90 

Rivoli — They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  120 

Roxy — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Strand — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN).  2nd  wk.. 

plus  stage  show,  held  130 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  100 

Liberty — Gra<*ie  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para); 

Nancy  Drew.  Detective  (WB),  4 days 80 

Liberty — Island  of  I>ost  Men  (Para);  The  Girl 

and  the  Gambler  (RKO)  130 

Midwest — The  Mikado  (Univ),  5 days 40 

Plaza — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  moveover 

from  Criterion  100 

State — ^Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep);  Parents  on 

Trial  (Col),  3 days  100 

State — Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col); 

Orphans  of  the  Street  (Rep),  4 days 115 

Tower — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ) 80 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Each  Daun  I Die  (FN);  The  Girl 

From  Mexico  (RKO)  135 

Omaha — Go<>dhye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M);  Boy 

Friend  (20th-Fox)  175 

Orpheum' — -Maisie  (M-G-M);  Hell’s  Kitchen 

(WB)  120 

PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  100 

Earle — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB)  90 

Fox — The  ^likado  (Univ),  with  Littlefield 

Ballet  on  stage  100 

Karlton — Clouds  Over  Euroijc  (Col) 75 

Palace — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ).  2nd  run..  95 
Stanley — The  Man  in  the  Iron  iMask  (UA). 

2nd  wk 75 

Stanton — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  2nd  run...  90 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Unexpected  Father  (Univ)  80 

Penn — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  125 

Stanley— Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  85 

Warner — Man  About  Town  (Para),  2nd  d.  t. 

wk 100 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA); 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (FN)  140 

Mayfair — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) ; The 

House  of  Fear  (Univ),  4th  wk 90 

OrT>heum — The  Magnificent  Fraud  (Para); 

Indianapolis  Siwedway  (WB)  100 

Paramount — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox);  The 

l.ady  and  the  Mob  (Col),  2nd  wk 100 

United  Artist.s — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 125 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — The  T>ady  and  the  Mob  (Col);  San 

Francisco  (M-G-M).  reissue  105 

Centre — Baehelor  Mother  (RKO)  105 

Studio — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M).  2nd  wk 105 

Utah — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col);  Blind 

.Alley  (Co!)  105 


SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — And.v  Hard.v  Gets  Spring  Fever 


(M-G-M);  Torehy  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB), 

3rd  wk 90 

Fifth  Avenue — Daughters  Courageous  (FN); 

Saint  in  l,ondoTi  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

Liberty — Blondie  Takes  a Vaeation  (Col); 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge  (Col)  90 

Music  Box — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

6th  wk 100 

Orpheum — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN) ; Bulldog 
Drummond’s  Bride  (Para),  plus  Jay  Clarke 

in  person  100 

Palomar — Shoiihl  Husbands  Work?  (Rep) ; 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Va<’ation  f20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  90 

Paramount — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA); 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB),  2nd  wk.  . 100 
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Columbia 

A Woman  Is  the  Judg-e.  .9025. . (60) July  10 

Drama.  A woman  judge  finds  the  girl  being 
tried  for  murder  is  her  daughter  who  disap- 
peared with  her  husband  17  years  ago,  and 
resigns  her  post  to  defend  the  girl.  Frieda 
Inescort,  Otto  Kruger,  Rocheiie  Hudson.  Di- 
rector: Nick  Grinde. 

Awful  Truth,  The.  .1072.  . (92) . .reissue June  15 

Comedy.  A gay  succession  of  events  begin  roil- 
ing when  hubby  steps  out  on  his  wife,  but  ob- 
jects when  she  retaliates  in  like  manner.  Irene 
Dunne,  Cary  Grant,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director: 
Leo  McCarey. 

Behind  Prison  Gates.  .9033.  . (62) July  28 

Melodrama.  A detective,  posing  as  a criminal, 
barely  escapes  with  his  life  when  he  enters  a 
prison  in  the  endeavor  to  track  down  his  bank 
robber  quarry.  Brian  Donlevy,  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Joseph  Crehan.  Director:  Charles  Bar- 
ton. 

Blind  Alley.  .9016.  . (71)  May  11 

Action  Drama.  A killer  escapes  from  prison, 
and  he  and  his  gang  take  refuge  in  the  home 
of  a psychology  professor,  where  the  latter 
attempts  to  analyze  the  fugitive.  Chester  Mor- 
ris, Ralph  Bellamy,  Ann  Dvorak.  Director: 
Charles  Vidor. 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss.  .9009.  . (70) Mar.  8 

Comedy.  Sequel  to  "Blondie,”  in  which  Dag- 
wood,  cheated  out  of  a vacation,  resigns,  but 
finds  himself  doing  housework  when  Blondie, 
who  tries  to  get  him  his  job  back,  winds  up  by 
taking  the  job  herself.  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur 
Lake,  Larry  Simms.  Director:  Prank  Strayer. 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation.  .9010.  . (68) July  20 

Comedy.  The  Bumsteads  finds  themselves  up 
to  their  necks  in  complications  when  they  set 
out  to  save  a hotel  they  want  to  stay  in,  from 
bankruptcy.  Arthur  Lake,  Penny  Singleton. 
Director:  Frank  Strayer. 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (formerly  "Q”  Planes) 

9012..  (79)  June  20 

Action  Drama.  Scotland  Yard  is  called  upon  to 
solve  the  disappearance  of  secret  planes,  and 
uncovers  an  espionage  system  operating  a pow- 
erful destructive  ray.  Laurence  Olivier,  Valerie 


Hobson,  Ralph  Richardson.  Director:  Tim 
Whelan. 

Coast  Guard ..(..)  Aug.  4 


Action  Drama.  Randolph  Scott,  appealed  to 
by  his  wife.  Prances  Dee,  saves  Ralph  Bel- 
lamy, who  has  been  lost  in  a polar  blizzard. 
The  coast  guard  helps  things  along.  Scott,  Dee, 
Bellamy,  Walter  Connolly.  Director:  Edward 
Ludwig. 

First  Offenders.  .9030.  . (61) Apr.  12 

Drama.  An  attorney,  concerned  with  the  prob- 
lem of  rehabilitating  wayward  youngsters,  gives 
up  his  job  to  carry  out  his  idea.  Walter  Abel, 
Beverly  Roberts,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Frank 
McDonald. 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris.  .9005. . (73) June  30 

Comedy.  A pretty  waitress  from  Minnesota 
with  a yen  to  go  to  Paris,  solves  her  problem 
in  hilarious  fashion,  lining  up  four  boy  friends 
to  take  her  there.  Melvyn  Douglas,  Joan  Blon- 
dell,  Walter  Connolly.  Director:  Alexander 
Hall. 

Lady  and  the  Mob,  The.  .9013. . (65) Apr.  3 

Comedy.  A dainty,  old  lady  bank  owner  sets 
out  to  rid  the  town  of  racketeers  preying  on 
dry  cleaners.  Fay  Bainter,  Ida  Lupino,  Henry 
Armetta.  Director:  Ben  Stoloff. 

Law  Comes  to  Texas.  .9214. . (57) Apr.  16 

Western.  Wild  Bill  Hlckok  brings  law  and  or- 
der to  a small  Texas  town  run  by  a crooked 
sheriff  in  cahoots  with  the  judge.  Bill  Elliott, 
Veda  Ann  Borg.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Let  Us  Live.  .9007.  . (69) Feb.  28 

Drama.  A girl  with  a dauntless  spirit  battles 
to  save  her  lover  who  was  convicted  unjustly. 
Maureen  O’Sullivan,  Henry  Fonda,  Ralph  Bel- 
lamy, Alan  Baxter.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

Lone  Star  Pioneers.  .9213.  . (56) Mar.  16 

Western.  A U.  S.  Marshal  joins  a gang  of  train- 
robbers  to  locate  the  leader,  and  succeeds  in 
rounding  up  the  whole  gang.  Bill  Elliott,  Doro- 
thy Gulliver.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Lost  Horizon.  .1071.  . (118) . .reissue  June  1 

Drama.  From  the  James  Hilton  novel,  in  which 
a group  of  travelers  are  kidnaped  and  brought 


to  a strange,  Tibetan  civilization,  where  they 
find  happiness  and  contentment.  Ronald  Col- 
man,  Jane  Wyatt,  Sam  Jaffe,  Margo.  Director: 
Frank  Capra. 

Man  From  Sundown.  .9208.  . (.59) July  15 

Western.  The  rangeland  is  over-run  with  a 
gang  notorious  tor  killing  any  eye-witnesses  of 
its  various  atrocities,  and  Starrett,  as  a ranger, 
has  a trick  to  turn.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Mere- 
dith. Sam  Nelson  directed. 

Missing  Daughters.  .9027.  . (58)  May  22 

Melodrama.  A columnist  solves  the  mystery  of 
a missing  girl,  who  is  found  murdered,  and  un- 
covers the  dangerous  ring  responsible  for  this 
and  other  cases  of  missing  girls.  Richard  Ar- 
len,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Marian  Marsh.  Director: 
C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

My  Son  Is  a Criminal.  .9029.  . (59) Feb.  22 

Action  Drama.  A retired  police  chief  is  un- 
aware of  his  son’s  criminal  activities,  but  is 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  tragedy  when  the 
police  net  closes  in.  Alan  Baxter,  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Gordon  Oliver.  Director:  C.  C.  Cole- 
man, jr. 

North  of  Shanghai . . 9038 . . (59) Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  A woman  reporter  falls  in  love 
with  a hard-boiled  cameraman,  and  together 
they  track  down  a spy  ring  while  on  assign- 
ments in  China.  James  Craig,  Betty  Furness. 
Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

North  of  the  Yukon  (formerly  Mounted  Po- 
lice). .9205. . (64)  Mar.  30 

Action  Drama.  Suspended  for  failing  to  cap- 
ture a suspect,  a Mountle  does  some  undercover 
work  of  his  own  and  gets  involved  in  a murder, 
a kidnapping  and  a fur-raiding  band.  Charles 
Starrett,  Linda  Winters,  Bob  Nolan.  Director: 
Sam  Nelson. 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings . .9001 ..  (122) ...  .May  25 

Action  Drama.  A hard-boiled  manager  of  a South 
American  aviation  line  finds  love  and  adven- 
ture in  the  air.  Cary  Grant,  Jean  Arthur,  Rich- 
ard Barthelmess.  Director:  Howard  Hawks. 

Outside  These  Walls.  .9031.  . (61) May  4 

Drama.  Released  from  prison,  a young  man 
finds  employment  closed  to  him  because  of  his 
past.  With  the  help  of  the  Warden  he  starts 
a newspaper,  and  again  fights  to  prove  his 
innocence  when  someone  Implicates  him  in  a 
robbery.  Michael  Whalen,  Dolores  Costello, 
Virginia  Weidler.  Director:  Raymond  B.  Mc- 
Carey. 

Parents  on  Trial.  .9032.  . (57) June  29 

Drama.  A plea  for  patience  and  understanding 
by  parents,  especially  in  cases  involving  adoles- 
cent romances  and  elopements.  Jean  Parker, 
Johnny  Downs,  Noah  Beery  jr.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Romance  of  the  Redwoods.  .9019.  . (67) Mar.  30 

Outdoor  Drama.  Two  log  cutters,  working  at 
the  same  machine,  are  in  love  with  the  same 
girl.  One  of  them  is  accidentally  killed  when 
the  machine  jams  and  the  other,  suspected  of 
jealousy,  is  accused  of  murder.  Charles  Bick- 
ford, Jean  Parker,  Gordon  Oliver.  Director: 
Charles  Vidor. 

Siroilers  of  the  Range.  .9206.  . (58) Apr.  27 

Western.  Charles  Starrett  helps  the  ranchers 
recover  the  money  stolen  from'  them  which  was 
to  pay  for  a new  dam.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris 
Meredith.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Texas  Stampede.  .9204.  . (57)  Feb.  9 

Western.  A sheriff  risks  his  life  trying  to  make 
peace  between  the  sheep  raisers  and  cowmen 
of  his  town.  Charles  Starrett.  Iris  Meredith. 
Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Thundering  West.  .9203. . (57) Jan.  12 

Western.  A former  member  of  an  outlaw  gang 
is  appointed  sheriff.  He  captures  his  own  gang 
and  becomes  an  honest  citizen.  Charles  Star- 
rett. Hank  Bell.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Trapped  in  the  Sky.  .9024. . (61)  June  1 

Action  Drama.  Portrays  the  efforts  of  a spy 
ring  to  destroy  a new  airplane  development  by 
the  U.  S.  Army.  Jack  Holt,  C.  Henry  Gordon, 
Katherine  DeMille.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Western  Caravans  (formerly  Arizona  Cowboy) 

9207..  (58)  June  15 

Western.  A sheriff  prevents  trouble  that  threat- 
ens when  government  settlers  arrive  to  take  up 
their  claims.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith, 
Russell  Simpson.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 


Whispering  Enemies.  .9023.  . (63) Mar.  24 

Action  Drama.  A cosmetic  manufacturer  is 
forced  into  bankruptcy  when  a rival  concern 
launches  a whispering  campaign  against  his 
product.  He  retaliates  in  a manner  that  gets 
him  in  trouble  with  the  law.  Jack  Holt.  Dolores 
Costello.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 


First  National 

Blackwell’s  Island . .361 ..  (71)  Mar.  25 

Action  Drama.  A gang  lord  takes  over  an 
island  prison,  where  he  lives  in  splendor,  but 
a reporter  spikes  the  efforts  of  the  crooks  and 
politicians.  John  Garfield,  Rosemary  Dane, 
Stanley  Fields.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service.  .374. . (62) May  27 

Action  Drama.  The  secret  service  trail  a band 
of  counterfeiters  operating  from  an  old  mon- 
astery in  Mexico.  Ronald  Reagan,  Roselle 
Towne,  Moroni  Olsen.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy . .353.  . (102) May  6 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  Leon  G.  Turrou’s  ar- 
ticles dealing  with  the  activities  of  the  Nazi 
spy  ring  in  America.  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
Paul  Lukas,  Francis  Lederer.  Director:  Anatole 
Litvak. 

Cowboy  Quarterback.  .366.  . (56)  July  29 

Comedy.  A Montana  cowboy  sets  a profes- 
sional football  league  on  fire  until  he  gets  mix- 
ed up  with  a couple  of  city  slickers.  Bert 
Wheeler,  Marie  Wilson.  Noel  Smith  directed. 

Dark  Victory . .354. . (106)  Apr.  22 

Drama.  A spoiled,  flippant  millionairess  learns 
from  her  doctor-husband  that  her  life  is  limited 
to  months  and  that  blindness  will  be  the  warn- 
ing sign.  Bette  Davis,  George  Brent,  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald.  Director:  Edmund  Gouldlng. 

Daughters  Courageous.  .360.  . (107)  July  22 

Drama.  A deserted  wife,  about  to  re-marry,  is 
confronted  by  her  returned  husband.  She, 
however,  goes  ahead  with  her  plans  and  also 
manages  to  save  her  daughter  from  erring  as 
she  did,  John  Garfield,  Claude  Rains,  Jeffrey 
Lynn,  Fay  Bainter.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

Kid  From  Kokomo.  .363.  . (92)  June  24 

Action  Drama.  A country  orphan  boy  becomes 
heavyweight  champion  through  the  efforts  of 
a fight  promoter  and  the  motherly  affection  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  an  aging  erstwhile  actress. 
Pat  O’Brien,  Wayne  Morris,  Joan  Blondell,  May 
Robson.  Director:  Lewis  Seller. 

Man  W'ho  Dared,  The  (formerly  I Am  Not 

Afraid) . .375. . (60)  June  3 

Melodrama.  A remake  of  "The  Star  Witness,” 
in  which  an  aging  Spanish  war  veteran  wipes 
out  a gang  of  racketeers  who  try  to  intimidate 
him  at  a grand  jury  hearing.  Charley  Grape- 
win,  Jane  Bryan.  Director:  Crane  Wilbur. 

Nanc.v  Drew,  Reporter. . 372 ..  (67) Feb.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A girl,  the  ward  of  a wealthy 
woman,  is  held  for  the  woman’s  murder,  but 
Nancy  finds  the  real  culprit.  Bonita  Granville. 
John  Litel.  Director:  William  Clemens. 

Sweepstakes  Winner.  .373.  . (59)  Apr.  29 

Melodrama.  A gullible  blonde  is  taken  in  by 
a couple  of  race  horse  phonies,  but  beginners 
luck  aids  her  in  winning  the  sweepstakes. 
Marie  Wilson,  Johnnie  Davis,  Allen  Jenkins, 
Charles  Foy.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Torchy  Blane  in  Chinatown.  .371.  . (.58)  ...  .Feb.  4 
Action  Drama.  Torchy  Blane  solves  the  Oriental 
murder  mystery  of  three  men  who  had  received 
death  threats.  Glenda  Farrell,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane.  Director:  William  Beaudine. 

Yes,  M.v  Darling  Daughter.  .357. . (85) Feb.  25 

Comedy.  Adapted  from  the  sophisticated 
Broadway  stage  play.  Two  lovers,  doomed  to 
a two-year  separation  plan  an  unchaperoned 
weekend  together,  which  results  In  a riotous 
family  turmoil.  Priscilla  Lane,  Jeffrey  Lynn, 
May  Robson,  Roland  Young.  Director:  William 
Keighley. 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder.  .364 

(78)  May  20 

Action  Drama.  A boy  of  the  slums  pals  around 
with  a police  character,  who  kills  a pawn- 
broker, for  which  murder  his  sister’s  patrol- 
man fiance  is  charged.  Humphrey  Bogart,  Gale 
Page,  Billy  Halop,  Harvey  Stephens.  Director: 
Lewis  Seiler. 
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Gaumont  British 

Pagliaofi.  . (78) 

Musical  Drama.  Based  on  the  famous  opera, 
"ll  Pagliacci,”  in  which  a jealous  husband  kills 
his  unfaithful  wife  and  her  lover.  Richard  Tau- 
ber, Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Karl  Grune. 

Grand  National 

Exile  Express .. 301 ..  (70)  May  13 

Drama.  The  chemist  a girl  works  (or  Is  found 
dead  and  she  Is  ordered  deported.  A reportei 
follows  the  gill,  rescues  her  from  abductors,  and 
gets  the  story  and  the  girl.  Anna  Sten,  Alan 
Marshal.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Frontier  Scout.  .335. . (62)  Oct.  21 

Western.  A western  with  a Civil  War  back- 
ground. in  which  Wild  Bill  Hickok  as  a Kan- 
sas town  marshal  saves  his  friend's  cattle-com- 
mission house  from  cattle  rustlers.  George 
Houston,  A1  St.  John.  Dave  O'Brien.  Director; 
Sam  Newfield. 

Panama  Patrol ..  314 ..  (69)  May  20 

Action  Drama.  Uncle  Sam's  Cipher  Bureau  in- 
tercepts a note  which  leads  to  the  uncovering 
of  foreign  spies  operating  in  the  Panama  Canal 
zone.  Leon  Ames,  Charlotte  Wynters,  Abner 
Biberman.  Director;  Charles  Lament. 

Singing  Cowgirl  (formerly  Lady  Buckaroo) 

lVl-3..(57)  May  31 

Western.  A scheming  lawyer  discovers  gold  on 
an  adjoining  ranch,  has  the  couple  who  owns 
it  killed  but  is  trapped  when  he  tries  to  do 
away  with  the  child.  Dorothy  Page,  David 
O’Brien.  Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Six-Gun  lUiythm.  .Wl-19.  . (57)  May  13 

Western.  A college  football  hero  returns  to  his 
ranch  to  find  his  father  murdered  and  the  mur- 
derers ruling  the  countryside.  His  football  pals 
lend  a hand  and  they  clean  up  the  mob.  Tex 
Fletcher,  Joan  Barclay.  Director;  Sam  New- 
field. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Hardy  Gets  Spring:  Fever .. 944 ..  (87) . .July  21 
Comedy.  Mickey,  as  the  hero  of  the  annual 
high  school  play,  manages  to  fall  in  love  with 
the  dramatics  instructor,  an  infatuation  that 
lasts  clear  up  until  a “man  to  man"  talk  with 
the  judge.  Lewis  Stone,  Mickey  Rooney,  Ceci- 
lia Parker.  Director:  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II. 

Bridal  Suite  (formerly  Maiden  Voyage) 

937. . (69)  May  26 

Comedy.  A spoiled  playboy,  after  dodging  his 
wedding  three  times,  finally  settles  down  when 
he  falls  in  love  with  a maid  in  Switzerland. 
Annabella,  Robert  Young,  Walter  Connolly, 
Billie  Burke.  Director:  William  Thiele. 

Broadway  Serenade . .931 ..  (113) Apr.  7 

Drama  with  Music.  A success  vs.  marriage  vs. 
career  combination,  in  this  story  of  a struggling 
song  composer  whose  wife  becomes  a prima 
donna,  which  ultimately  leads  to  their  es- 
trangenient.  Jeanette  MacDonald,  Lew  Ayres, 
Frank  Morgan.  Director:  Robert  Z.  Leonard. 

Calling  I>r.  Kildare.  .932.  .(86) Apr.  28 

Drama.  A doctor’s  assistant  in  a clinic  in  a 
tenement  district  becomes  involved  in  a murder 
case  when  he  keeps  secret  a call  he  makes  to 
help  a wounded  boy.  Facing  disgrace,  he  sets 
about  to  absolve  the  boy  and  to  clear  his  own 


name.  Lionel  Barrymore,  Lew  Ayres,  Lana 
Turner,  Lynne  Carver.  Director:  Harold  S.  Buc- 
Quet. 

I'ast  and  Loose  . .924  . . (79) Feb.  17 


Mystery-Comedy.  A dealer  in  rare  books  turns 
detective  to  save  his  life  when  he  is  accused 
of  the  murder  and  subsequent  library  raid  of 
an  eccentric  book  collector.  Robert  Montgom- 


ery, Rosalind  Russell,  Ralph  Morgan.  Direc- 
tor: Edwin  L.  Marin. 

l our  Girls  in  White . .921 ..  (70) Jan.  27 

Drama.  A selfish,  student  nurse,  with  a gold 


digger  complex,  is  finally  redeemed  through 
sacrifice  after  the  death  of  an  innocent  girl. 
Florence  Itice,  Alan  Marshal,  Ann  Rutherford, 
Una  Merkel.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.  .945.  . (114) July  28 

Drama.  A schoolmaster  becomes  headmaster 
through  the  inspiration  and  love  of  his  young 
wife  which  carries  him  to  success  even  after 
her  death.  Robert  Donat,  Greer  Garson.  Sam 
Wood  directed. 

Hardys  Hide  High.  The.  .934.  . (81) Apr.  21 

Comedy.  The  Hardys  are  about  to  come  into 
a large  inheritance,  but  evidence  is  found  to 
disprove  their  rights,  and  the  family  settles 
down  to  normal  living  once  more.  Lewis  Stone, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Fay  Holden,  Cecilia  Parker. 
Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Honolulu.  .922.  . (85)  Feb.  3 

Comedy  with  Music.  An  actor  and  a Hawaiian 
plantation  owner,  exchange  places  because  each 
thinks  the  other  has  a more  enviable  life.  Comic 
and  romantic  complications  ensue.  Eleanor 


Powell,  Robert  Young,  Gracie  Allen.  Director: 
Edward  Buzzell. 

Ilueklebeiry  Finn.  .923.  . (91)  Feb.  10 


Comedy  Drama.  From  Mark  Twain’s  story  of 
the  lad  who  runs  away  with  a Negro  slave,  tho 
town  believing  the  slave  murdered  the  boy. 
Mickey  Rooney,  Rex  Ingram,  Walter  Connolly. 
L*irector:  Richard  Thorpe. 

lee  FoIIie.s  of  1939,  The.  .925.  . (82) Mar.  10 

Musical.  Two  talented  professionals  elope,  but 
their  careers  clash  and  false  pride  causes  them 
to  drift  apart.  The  girl  becomes  a famous 
film  star  and  her  husband  starts  the  “Ice  Fol- 
lies.” Success  for  both,  after  years  of  sepa- 
ration, reunites  them.  Joan  Crawford,  James 
Stewart,  Lew  Ayres.  Director:  Reinhold 

Schunzel. 

Idiot’s  Delight.  .920.  . (107)  Jan.  27 

Comedy  Drama.  From  the  Pulitzer  Prize  play. 
Two  small-time  vaudevillians,  who  fall  in  love 
in  Omaha,  meet  years  later  in  Geneva.  The 
girl,  mistress  of  a munitions  manufacturer,  is 
left  flat  in  an  air  raid  and  goes  back  to  her 
old  love.  Norma  Shearer.  Clark  Gable,  Ed- 
ward Arnold.  Director:  Clarence  Brown. 

It’s  a Wonderful  World . .936.  . (86) May  19 

Comedy.  A private  detective,  assigned  to  guard 
a millionaire  playboy,  finds  himself  trying  to 
solve  a murder  to  keep  his  bo.ss  from  going 
to  the  electric  chair  for  the  crime.  Claudette 


Colbert,  James  Stewart,  Ernest  Truex.  Director: 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II. 

Kid  From  Texas,  The.  .929.  . (70) Apr.  14 

Romantic  Comedy.  A Texas  cowhand  shows 
society  back  east  a few  fancy  ways  of  playing 
polo.  Dennis  O’Keefe,  Florence  Rice.  Director: 
S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Lady  of  the  Tropics.  .947.  . (91) Aug.  11 

Drama.  Torrid  love  story  of  the  “never-the- 
twain-shall-meet”  variety.  Robert  Taylor,  Hedy 
Lamarr.  Joseph  Schildkraut.  Director:  Jack 
Conway. 

l.et  Freedom  King.  .926  ..  (85) Feb.  24 


Drama  AVith  Music.  A film  with  a patriotic 
theme,  the  story  centering  around  the  attempts 
of  railroad  operators  to  .steal  the  settlers’  lands. 
Nelson  Eddy,  Virginia  Bruce,  Victor  McLaglen, 
Ijionel  Barrymore.  Edward  Arnold,  Charles  But- 
terworth.  Director:  Jack  Conway. 

Lucky  Night.  .933.  . (82)  May  5 

Comedy.  A bored  daughter  of  wealth  meets 
a young  man  on  a park  bench,  and  after  em- 
barking on  a night  in  search  of  excitement, 
they  wind  up  married.  But  when  the  STurit  of 
excitement  dies  down,  the  marriage  is  threat- 
ened. Myrna  Loy,  Robert  Taylor.  Director: 
Norman  Taurog. 

Maisie.  .940.  . (74)  June  23 

Comedy.  A showgirl,  stranded  in  Wyoming, 
gets  a job  on  a cattle  ranch,  and  shows  the 
woman-hating  foreman  a few  tricks  of  her  own. 
Robert  Young,  Ann  Sothern.  Director:  Edwin 
L.  Marin. 

Aliracles  for  Sale .. 946.  . (70) Aug.  4 

My.stery-Drama.  Called  upon  to  expose  a quack 
ghost-chaser,  a young  magician  soon  finds  him- 
self in  the  midst  of  a pair  of  baffling  murders. 
Robert  Young.  Florence  Rice,  Henry  Hull.  Di- 
rector: Tay  Garnett. 

On  Borrowed  Time . . 942 . . (99)  July  7 

Drama.  The  story  of  a beloved  grandfather 
who  fights  death  to  keep  the  grandson  he 
adores  from  the  clutches  of  a scheming  aunt. 
IJonel  Barrymore.  Bobs  Watson,  Sir  Cedric 


Hardwicke,  Beulah  Bondi.  Director:  Harold 
S.  Bucquet. 

Vy  gmalioii.  .980.  . (87)  O Mar.  3 


Corned  V.  From  George  Bernard  Shaw’s  story, 
in  which  a professor  of  speech  sets  out  to  win 
a wager  by  transforming  a poor,  ignorant  flower 
girl  Into  a lady.  Leslie  Howard,  Wendy  Hiller. 
Director:  Anthony  Asquith. 

Sergeant  Madden.  .927.  . (80)  Mar.  24 

Action  Drama.  The  story  of  an  American  cop, 
whose  pursuit  of  justice  made  him  unrelent- 
ingly trail  his  own  son  who  had  gone  from 
cop  to  killer.  Wallace  Beery,  Tom  Brown,  Alan 
Curti.s,  Fay  Holden.  Director:  Josef  von  Stern- 
berg. 

6.000  Enemies.  .938.  . (61)  June  9 

Melodrama.  A hardhoiled  district  attorney  who 
sent  scores  of  framed  men  to  prison  is  himself 
framed  and  put  behind  the  bars  with  fl.OOO 
enemy  inmates  plotting  against  him.  Walter 
Pidgeon.  Rita  Johnson.  Paul  Kelly,  Harold  Hu- 
ber. Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Society  Lawyer .. 930 ..  (78)  Mar.  31 

T^rama.  A remake,  in  which  a conservative 
lawyer  resigns  his  position  to  be  a criminal 
lawyer,  and  loses  his  fiancee  as  a result  but 
i.s  called  in  to  defend  his  rival  in  love  on  a 
murder  charge.  AValter  Pidgeon.  Virginia  Bruce, 
T.eo  Carrillo.  Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Stronger  Than  Desire.  .941.  . (78)  June  30 

Drama.  Remake  of  “Evelyn  Prentice”  in  which 
a brilliant  criminal  lawyer  learns  his  wife  is 
involved  In  a murder,  through  the  reflection 


in  the  eye  of  a snapshot  of  the  murdered  man. 


Virginia  Bruce,  Walter  Pidgeon.  Director: 
Leslie  Fenton. 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!.  .939.  . (81)  June  16 


Action  Drama.  The  King  of  the  Jungle  re- 
turns to  share  his  glory  with  the  crown  prince 
of  Tarzania.  Johnny  Weissmuller,  Maureen 
O’Sullivan,  John  Sheffield.  Director:  Richard 
Thorpe. 

Tell  No  Tales.  .935.  . (69) May  12 

Action  Drama.  A newspaperman,  into  whose 
hands  falls  a hundred-dollar  bill  that  is  part  of 
the  ransom  money  paid  in  a kidnapping,  trails 
its  source,  and  at  each  step  a drama  is  uncov- 
ered which  involves  a group  of  individuals 
through  whose  hands  the  money  has  passed. 
Melvyn  Douglas,  Louise  Platt,  Douglas  Dum- 
biille.  Director:  Leslie  Fenton. 

They  All  Come  Out . .943.  . (70) July  14 

Drama.  Authentic  shots  of  the  interiors  and 
system  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  form 
the  background  of  this  story  of  a hungry,  rag- 
ged youth  who  aligned  himself  with  a gang 
of  criminals  and  is  sent  to  a reformatory. 
Rita  Johnson,  Tom  Neal.  Director:  Jacques 
Tourneur.  » 

Williiii  the  l^aw.  .928.  . (65) Mar.  17 

Melodrama.  A remake  of  the  famous  play  by 
Bayard  Veiller.  A girl  serves  three  years  in 
prison  for  robbing  her  employer,  a charge  on 
which  she  is  innocent.  When  released,  she 
plans  to  marry  boss’s  son  for  revenge  but  falls 
in  love  with  him.  Ruth  Hussey,  Paul  Kelly, 
AVilliam  Gargan.  Director:  Gustav  Machaty. 

Monogram 

Across  the  Plains  (formerly  Riders  of  the 

Rio  Grande) . .3855.  . (53)  June  1 

Western.  Two  brothers  are  separated  in  child- 
hood, one  is  reared  by  Indians,  the  other  by 
renegades.  The  first  swears  vengeance  on  the 
renegades,  not  knowing  that  his  brother  is  at 
the  head  when  their  paths  cross  years  later. 
Jack  Randall,  Dennis  Moore,  Joyce  Bryant.  Di- 
rector: Spencer  Bennett. 

I5o.^  s’  Ucfoniiatory  . .3820.  .(61)  May  1 

Action  Drama.  A young  lad  takes  the  rap  so 
that  his  buddy  can  stay  out  of  the  reformatory 
and  save  his  face  with  his  mother.  Frankie 
Darro,  Grant  Withers.  Director:  Howard  Breth- 
erton. 

( onvict’s  Code  (formerly  Parole) 

.3822..  (63)  Jan.  18 

Action  Drama.  A man  paroled  from  prison,  sets 
out  to  clear  his  name  and  to  find  the  party  who 
framed  him.  Robert  Kent,  Anne  Nagel,  Sidney 
Blackmer.  Director:  Lambert  Hlllyer. 

Down  tho  Wyoming  Trail ..  3864 ..  (62) May  18 

Western.  A ranch  foreman  dresses  as  Santa 
Claus  to  capture  a cattle  rustler.  Tex  Ritter, 
Mary  Brodell,  Horace  Murphy,  Charles  King. 
Director:  A1  Herman. 

Drifting  Westward.  .3854.  .(.59)  Jan.  25 

Western.  It’s  the  old  story  of  the  hidden  gold 
mine,  who  has  the  map  and  how  it  turns  up 
accidentally  after  the  hero  is  called  into  ser- 
vice. Jack  Randall,  Edna  Duran.  Director:  Bob 
Hill. 

Gang  Bullets.  .3818.  .(63)  Nov.  23 

Melodrama.  A district  attorney  “joins”  a rack- 
eteering mob,  finally  driving  them  out  of 
P.rblgetown  Robert  Kent,  Ann  Nagel,  Charles 
Trr.w  hridgp  IMrector:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Girl  From  Kio . . 3825 . . (62)  Aug.  7 

Musical  Comedy.  A South  American  singer 
comes  to  New  York  to  save  her  brother  from  a 
false  arrest.  A job  in  a night  club  leads  her  to 
the  owner  and  his  conviction  as  the  man  who 
framed  her  brother. 

Little  Pal  (formerly  The  Healer) . .Reissue 

. .3828.  . (66)  Feb.  3 

Drama.  A young  doctor,  operating  a email 
town  orthopedic  clinic,  effects  cures  that  win 
him  fame  as  a miracle  healer.  Ralph  Bellamy, 
Karen  Morley,  Mickey  Rooney,  Judith  Allen. 
Director:  Reginald  Barker, 

Man  From  Texas ..  .3865 ..  ((>0)  July  21 

Western.  A railroad  trouble  shooter  protects 
New  Mexico  ranchers  from  the  inroads  of  a 
land-gathering  schemer.  Tex  Ritter,  Charles 
B.  Wood.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Mr.  AVoiig  in  Chinatown.  .3807.  . (70) July  24 

Mystery.  Wong  captures  the  killer  of  a Chinese 
princess,  who  was  a guest  in  his  own  house, 
while  on  a mission  to  purchase  airplanes  for 
her  brother’s  province.  Boris  Karloff,  Grant 
Withers,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director:  William 
Nigh. 

M.>stery  of  Mr.  Along.  . 3806 ..  (67) Mar.  8 

Melodrama.  The  Oriental  sleuth  tracks  down 
an  invi.sible  killer.  Boris  Karloff,  Dorothy  Tree, 
Grant  Withers.  Director:  William  Nigh. 

a\I.\ster.v  riarie  (formerly  Sky  Pirate) 

. 3809..  (60)  Mar.  8 

A<  tion  Drama.  An  Inventor  of  a bombing  de- 
vice outwits  a spy  who  kidnaps  him  to  get  the 
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plans,  and  escapes  in  a plane,  the  spy  In  pur- 
suit. An  air  fight  ensues.  John  Trent,  Mil- 
burn  Stone,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director:  George 
Waggner. 

Navy  Secrets.  .3805.  . <60)  Feb.  1 

Action  Drama.  Two  Naval  Intelligence  Service 
workers  find  romance  when  they  meet  while 
working  on  the  same  case.  Grant  Withers, 
Fay  Wray,  William  von  Brincken.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton. 

Riders  of  the  Frontier . . 3866 ..(..)  Aug.  9 

Western.  Tex  saves  the  girl  ranch  owner  from 
the  schemes  of  her  ranch  boss.  Tex  Ritter. 
Director:  Spencer  Bennet. 

Rollin’  Westward.  .3863.  .(67)  Mar.  1 

Western.  Tex  joins  a gang  of  home.steaders 
but  learns  that  their  claims  in  the  cattle  coun- 
try are  illegal,  and  crime  runs  rampant  until 
the  guilty  parties  are  brought  to  justice.  Tex 
Ritter,  Dorothy  Fay.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (formerly  Girl  From 

Nowhere) . .3823. . (37)  June  10 

Melodrama.  Unaware  that  she  was  born  in 
prison,  a young  bride  is  victim  of  a blackmail 
plot  being  aligned  against  her.  But  the  black- 
mailer’s wife  prevents  the  plot  from  taking 
form.  Anne  Nagel,  Warren  Hull,  Lester  Mat- 
hews, Mayo  Methot.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Starlight  Over  Texas.  .3869.  . (59) JSept.  7 

Western.  The  first  in  the  series  of  eight  prairie 
operas  Monogram  will  make.  Story  concerns  a 
Texas  ranger  in  pursuit  of  cattle  rustlers.  Tex 
Ritter.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Star  Reporter.  .3822.  .(62)  Feb.  22 

Melodrama.  A young  newspaper  publisher 
inaugurates  a campaign  against  crime,  and  gets 
himself  In  deep  when  he  learns  prominent  peo- 
ple are  involved.  Warren  Hull,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Morgan  Wallace.  Director:  Howard  Brether- 
tom 

Streets  of  New  York .. 3802 ..  (73) Apr.  12 

Drama.  A lad  of  the  slums  sets  up  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  his  ideal  and  strives  to  become  a 
lawyer  in  the  face  of  poverty  and  a gangster 
brother.  Jackie  Cooper,  Martin  Spellman,  George 
Irving.  Director:  William  Nigh. 

Stunt  Pilot.  .3814.  . (62)  July  1 

Action  Drama.  Second  of  the  “Tailspin  Tommy” 
series.  A stunt  pilot  for  a motion  picture  com- 
pany, while  making  a war  film,  is  involved  in 
a murder  mystery  when  real  bullets  are  substi- 
tuted for  blanks  and  he  innocently  kills  an- 
other pilot.  John  Trent,  Marjorie  Reynolds, 
Milburn  Stone.  Director:  George  Waggner. 


.Sundown  on  the  Prairie ..  3862 ..  (53) Feb.  8 

Western.  A mountain  pass  is  dynamited  to  trap 
a gang  of  cattle  smugglers.  Tex  Ritter,  Dorothy 
Fay.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Tough  Kid..  3819..  (61) Dec.  28 


Action  Drama.  A tough  kid  keeps  his  brother’s 
fight  manager  from  resorting  to  trickery  to 
throw  the  championship  fight.  Frankie  Darro, 
Dick  Purcell,  Judith  Allen.  Director:  Howard 
Bretherton. 

Trigger  Smith . . 3854 . . (59)  Mar.  22 

Western.  The  sheriff’s  son  cleans  up  a gang  of 
bank  robbers  who  had  killed  his  brother.  Jack 
Randall,  Frank  Yaconelli,  Dennis  Moore,  Joyce 
Bryant.  Director:  Alan  James. 

Undercover  Agent . . 3824 . . (56)  Apr.  5 

Melodrama.  A postal  inspector  finds  the  party 
behind  a counterfeit  sweepstakes  ticket  racket, 
thereby  clearing  his  girl’s  father  of  the  charge. 
Russell  Gleason,  Shirley  Deane,  J.  M.  Kerrigan. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 

Wanted  by  Scotland  Yard.  .3829. . (62) Apr.  19 

Melodrama.  An  ex-convict  is  framed  into  go- 
ing back  into  a criminal  career  when  he  is 
led  to  believe  his  sweetheart  has  betrayed  him 
James  Stephenson,  Betty  Lynne.  Director:  Nor- 
man Lee. 

Wolf  Call.  .3813.  . (65)  May  22 

Action  Drama.  Adapted  from  Jack  London’s 
novel,  of  a New  York  playboy  whose  father,  in 
order  to  make  a man  of  him,  sends  him  into 
the  Northern  wilds  to  operate  a radium  mine. 
John  Carroll,  Movita.  Director:  George  Wag- 
gner. 

Paramount 

Ambush.  .3820.  . (62)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A gang  of  bandits  kidnap  a girl 
working  in  a bank  because  she  recognized  her 
brother  as  one  of  the  bandits.  The  boy  loses  his 
life  to  save  his  sister.  Gladys  Swarthout,  Lloyd 
Nolan,  William  Henry.  Director:  Kurt  Neu- 
mann. 

Back  Door  to  Heaven.  .3833.  . (85)  Apr.  21 

Drama.  Five  people  in  the  same  graduating 
class  meet  ten  years  later  as  a lawyer,  a night 
club  dancer,  a bank  president,  a dishonored 
ship’s  captain,  and  a fugitive  from  the  law. 
Wallace  Ford,  Aline  McMahon,  Stuart  Erwin, 
Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  Wm.  K.  Howard. 


Beachcomber,  The . . 3863 . . (89)  Mar,  10 

Drama.  A shiftless  drifter  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  tropics  wages  a strong  fight  against  a 
woman  missionary  who  tries  to  reform  him. 
Charles  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester.  Director: 
Erich  Pommer. 

Boy  Trouble.  .3824.  .(74)  Feb.  17 

Comedy.  Two  adopted  youngsters  nearly  wreck 
a household  and  almost  cause  a divorce,  but 
the  family  is  drawn  together  when  one  of  the 
boys  becomes  ill.  Charles  Ruggles,  Mary  Bo- 
land, Billy  Lee,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director: 
George  Arc  hainbaud. 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride .. 3844 ..  (57)  ...  .June  30 
Melodrama.  Drummond  finally  marries  his 
fiancee,  despite  interruptions  by  a bank  robbery 
and  a midnight  murder.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel.  Director:  James  Hogan. 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret  Police.  .3831.  . 

(55)  Apr.  14 

Melodrama.  A valuable  King’s  treasure  is  lost, 
and  Drummond  unearths  a torture  chamber  in 
the  secret  passages  of  Rockingham  Towers,  and 
murder,  explosions  and  horror  prevail  until  the 
mystery  is  solved.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel,  Reginald  Denny,  E.  E.  Clive.  Director: 
James  Hogan. 

Cafe  Society . . 3826 . . (83)  Mar.  3 

Drama.  A glimpse  into  the  Gotham  circle  of 
cafe  society,  where  a news  reporter  meets 
and  falls  in  love  with  a wealthy  girl.  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray,  Shirley  Ross. 
Director:  Edward  H.  Griffith. 

Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case.  .3839.  . (75) June  2 

Comedy.  Gracie  sends  the  wrong  man  to  jail, 
the  police  to  an  insane  asylum  and  falls  in  love 
with  the  murderers,  before  she  and  Philo  Vance 
solve  a murder  mystery.  Gracie  Allen,  Warren 


William,  Kent  Taylor,  Ellen  Drew.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

Grand  Jury  Secrets.  .3842.  . (68) June  23 


Melodrama.  Two  brothers,  one  a star  reporter 
and  the  other,  an  assistant  district  attorney, 
fight  against  each  other  for  honors  and  scoops. 
John  Howard,  Porter  Hall,  Gail  Patrick.  Direc- 
tor: James  Hogan. 

Heritage  of  the  Desert ..  3843 ..  (73)  June  23 

Western.  A city-bred  lad  matches  fists  and 
wits  with  land  thieves  who  try  to  deprive  him 
of  a ranch  he  inherits.  Donald  Woods,  Evelyn 
Venable,  Robert  Barrat,  Sidney  Toler.  Director: 
Lesley  Selander. 

Hotel  Imperial.  .3836.  . (80)  May  12 

Drama.  A war  drama  of  a young  woman  wlio, 
in  search  of  an  officer  responsible  for  her  sis- 
ter’s suicide,  falls  in  love  with  the  man  she 
hates.  Isa  Miranda,  Ray  Milland,  Gene  Lock- 
hart, Reginald  Owen.  Director:  Robert  Florey. 

I’m  From  Missouri.  .3830.  . (77) Apr.  7 

Comedy.  Burns  goes  to  London  to  interest  the 
IBritish  army  in  his  thoroughbred  mules,  and 
meets  stiff  competition  when  a tractor  mogul 
tries  to  sell  the  government  calvary  tanks.  Bob 
Burns,  Gladys  George,  Gene  Lockhart,  Judith 
Barrett.  Director:  Theodore  Reed. 

Invitation  to  Happiness.  .3841.  . (99) June  16 

Drama.  A low-brow  prize  fighter  marries  a 
high-brow  girl.  He  loses  the  world’s  heavy- 
weight championship  and  his  wife,  but  wins 
the  latter  back  again.  Fred  MacMurray,  Irene 
Dunne,  Charlie  Ruggles.  Director:  Wesley  Rug- 
gles. 

Island  of  Lost  Men.  .3848.  . (64) July  28 

Drama.  A crazed  Eurasian,  who  has  set  up  a 
kingdom  of  savages  and  outcast  whites  is  foiled 
by  the  daughter  of  a Chinese  general  he  had 
robbed  and  left  to  die.  Anna  May  Wong,  J. 
Carrol  Naish.  Kurt  Neumann  directed. 

King  of  Chinatown.  .3827.  . (57) Mar.  17 

Melodrama.  A Chinese  woman  doctor  nurses 
a gangster  leader  back  to  health  after  he  had 
been  shot,  despite  her  hatred  for  him,  and  he 
falls  in  love  with  her,  but  is  later  killed  by 
his  henchmen.  Anna  May  Wong,  Akim  Taml- 
roff,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

l ady’s  1 rom  Kentucky,  The . . 3834 . . (77) . . Apr.  28 
Comedy  Drama.  A hard-boiled  bookmaker 
learns  the  real  meaning  of  sportsmanship  when 
he  falls  in  love  with  a Kentucky  belle.  George 
Raft,  Ellen  Drew.  Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Magnificent  Fraud.  .3847.  . (78)  July  21 

Action  Drama.  An  actor  masquerading  as  the 
president  of  a Latin  American  republic,  at  the 
behest  of  conspirators,  gives  his  life  for  a demo- 
cratic government.  Akim  Tamiroff,  Lloyd  No- 
lan, Patricia  Morison.  Director:  Robert  Florey. 

Man  About  Town.  .3845.  . (85) July  7 

Musical.  A shy  producer,  in  love  with  his  star 
who  is  unaware  of  the  fact,  creates  some  hi- 
larious situations  when  he  pretends  to  be  a gay 
Casanova.  Jack  Benny,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Ed- 
ward Arnold.  Director:  Mark  Sandrich. 

IMidiiight.  .3828.  . (93)  Mar.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  woman,  stranded  in 


Paris,  pretends  she  is  a Baroness,  and  a taxi 
driver  aids  her  by  posing  as  her  husband. 
Claudette  Colbert,  Don  Ameche,  Francis  Led- 
erer,  John  Barrymore.  Director:  Mitchell  Leisen. 

Million  Dollar  Legs . . 3846 . . (63) July  14 

Comedy  With  Music.  A bunch  of  college  kids 
put  their  school  on  the  athletic  map  in  defiance 
of  the  wishes  of  the  founder.  Betty  Grable, 
Jackie  Coogan,  John  Hartley,  Donald  O’Connor. 
Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Never  Say  Die . . 3832 . . (80)  Apr.  14 

Comedy  With  Music.  A man  with  30  days  to  live 
marries  an  heiress  who  is  running  away  from 
a fortune  hunter.  Martha  Raye,  Bob  Hope. 
Director:  Elliott  Nugent. 

Night  Work.  ,3849.  . (61)  Aug.  4 

Comedy.  A pair  of  foster  parents  prove  their 
mettle  when  they  save  their  adopted  son  from 
falling  off  a building,  thereby  having  the  adop- 
tion approved  by  the  lad’s  steeplejack  grand- 
father. Mary  Boland,  Charlie  Ruggles,  Donald 
O’Connor.  Director:  George  Archainbaud, 

. . . one-third  of  a nation  . . . 3825. . (75) . -Feb.  24 
Drama.  A story  of  the  housing  problems,  that 
deals  with  the  slum  sections.  Sylvia  Sidney, 
Leif  Erickson.  Director:  Dudley  Murphy. 

Our  Leading  Citizen.  .3850.  . (90) Aug.  12 

Drama.  A seat  in  Congress  is  the  reward  of  a 
kindly  lawyer  who  extricates  his  home  town 
from  a series  of  labor-capital-isms  strifes.  Bob 
Burns,  Susan  Hayward.  Director:  Alfred  San- 
tell. 

Paris  Honeymoon.  .3821.  . (85)  Jan.  27 

Musical  Comedy.  A wealthy  American  goes  to 
Europe  to  await  the  Paris  divorce  of  his  flancee. 
In  the  interim  he  falls  in  love  with  a beauti- 
ful peasant  girl.  Bing  Crosby,  Franciska  Gaal, 
Edward  Everett  Horton,  Akim  Tamiroff.  Direc- 
tor: Frank  Tuttle. 

Persons  in  Hiding.  .3823.  . (69) Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  The  astonishing  story  of  a fe- 
male Svengali  who  turns  a small-time  crook 
into  America’s  most  dangerous  criminal.  Based 
on  the  book  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Lynne  Over- 
man, Patricia  Morison,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Di- 
rector: Louis  King. 

St.  Louis  Blues.  .3822.  . (87) Feb.  3 

Musical  Romance.  A showgirl,  fleeing  a ruth- 
less manager,  joins  a show  boat  troupe  as  a 
singer,  and  saves  the  owner  from  bankruptcy. 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Tito  Guizar. 
Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 

Silver  on  the  Sage.  .3858.  . (68) Mar,  31 

Western.  Hopalong  poses  as  a gambler  to  find 
the  leader  of  a gang  of  rustlers,  who  uses  a 
double  as  his  alibi.  William  Boyd,  George 
Hayes,  Russell  Hayden.  Director:  Lesley  Selan- 
der. 

Some  Like  It  Hot . . 3837 . . (65) May  19 

Musical.  A jam  session  of  swing  music  aided 
by  laughs  and  romance.  Bob  Hope,  Shirley 
Ross,  Una  Merkel,  Gene  Krupa  and  orchestra. 
Director:  George  Archainbaud. 

Stolen  Life.  .3864.  , (90)  May  26 

Drama.  The  story  of  twin  sisters  of  opposite 
types,  one  of  whom  marries  an  explorer  and  is 
accidently  drowned,  whereupon  the  other  as- 
sumes her  identity.  Elisabeth  Bergner,  Michael 
Redgrave.  Director:  Paul  Czinner. 

Sudden  INIoney . . 3829 . . (62)  Mar,  31 

Comedy.  What  happens  when  Mr.  Average 
American  Family  wins  the  sweepstakes.  Charles 
Ruggles,  Marjorie  Rambeau,  Charles  Grapewln. 
Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Sunset  Trail.  .3857.  . (68)  Feb.  24 

Western.  The  murder  of  a wealthy  rancher 
climaxes  a series  of  stagecoach  robberies  and 
murders  by  a cunning  gambler  and  his  outlaw 
gang.  Hopalong  poses  as  a wealthy  tenderfoot 
to  bring  about  their  capture.  William  Boyd, 
George  Hayes,  Russell  I-Iayden,  Jane  Clayton. 
Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective.  .3816.  . (68) Dec,  23 

Comedy  Drama.  Huck  Finn  and  Tom  Sawyer, 
while  on  a country  visit  discover  a murder  and 
solve  the  case  in  their  own  way.  Donald 
O’Connor,  Billy  Cook,  Porter  Hall.  Director: 
Louis  King. 

Undercover  Doctor.  .3840.  . (67)  June  9 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  the  activities  of  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  in  his  expose  of  doctors  who  get 
rich  by  treating  wounded  criminals.  Lloyd  No- 
lan. J.  Carrol  Naish,  Janice  Logan.  Director: 
Louis  King. 

U?imarried.  .3838.  . (66)  May  26 

Comedy  Drama.  A tough  prizefighter  and  speak- 
easy proprietress  find  regeneration  through  love 
of  an  orphan  boy.  Helen  Twelvetrees,  Buck 
Jones.  Director:  Kurt  Neumann. 


Union  Pacific.  .3835.  .(137)  Q May  5 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  history  of  the  building 
of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad.  Barbara  Stan- 


wyck, Joel  McCrea,  Robert  Preston,  Lynne  Over- 
man. Director:  Cecil  B.  DeMille. 
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Republic 

Blue  Montana  Skies.  .844.  . (56)  May  5 

Western.  A band  of  Canadian  Northwest  fur 
smugglers  use  a Montana  dude  ranch  as  their 
front,  but  a Canadian  cattleman  seeks  them 
out  to  avenge  the  murder  of  his  partner.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  June  Storey.  Director: 
B.  Reeves  Eason. 

Colorado  Sunset.  .846.  . (64)  July  31 

Western.  A veterinarian's  “protective  associa- 
tion” is  exposed,  and  with  it  the  sheriff's  pro- 
tection. Autry  wins  the  election,  and  the  cat- 
tlemen’s market  again  is  open.  Gene  Autry, 
Smiley  Burnette.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Figlkting  Thoroughbreds.  .808. . (65)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  The  offspring  of  a thorough- 
bred they  had  tried  to  disqualify,  grows  up, 
enters  the  derby  and  wins  the  race.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Mary  Carlisle,  George  Hayes.  Director:  Sidney 
Salkow. 

Forged  Passport.  .823. . (64)  Feb.  15 

Action  Drama.  After  getting  fired  for  being  too 
ready  with  his  fists,  a government  man  goes 
after  a gang  of  alien  smugglers  and  is  rein- 
stated in  the  service.  Paul  Kelly,  June  Dang, 
Lyle  Talbot.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Frontier  Pony  Express.  .854.  . (57)  Apr.  19 

Western.  A Pony  Express  Rider  saves  the 
army’s  documents  from  Confederate  spies.  Roy 
Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Don  Dillaway.  Director: 
Joe  Kane. 

Home  on  the  Prairie.  . 842 ..  (58) Feb.  10 

Western.  The  singing  cowboy  turns  cattle  In- 
spector and  solves  the  mystery  of  the  hoof-and- 
mouth  disease  in  his  district.  Gene  Autry, 
Smiley  Burnette,  June  Storey.  Director:  Jack 
Townley. 

I Was  a Convict.. 824..  (62) Mar.  6 

Melodrama.  A multi-millionaire  befriends  two 
paroled  convicts  he  had  met  while  In  prison  for 
income  tax  evasion.  One  of  them,  intending  to 
rob  him,  is  rehabilitated  when  he  falls  for 
the  man’s  daughter,  and  saves  his  benefac- 
tor from  a kidnap  plot.  Barton  MacLane, 
Beverly  Roberts,  Clarence  Kolb.  Director: 
Aubrey  Scotto. 

In  Old  Caliente.  .856.  . (61) June  23 

Western.  Rogers,  through  the  aid  of  friends, 
traps  the  real  thief  and  clears  himself  of  a 
theft  charge  brought  against  him  by  his  em- 
ployer. Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Jack  LaRue. 
Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Man  of  Conquest.  .801.  . (97)  May  15 

Historical  Drama.  The  story  of  Sam  Houston 
and  his  fight  for  Texan  independence  from 
Mexico,  and  Texas'  ultimate  entry  into  the 
Union.  Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Edward  Ellis. 
Director:  George  Nicholls  jr. 

Mexicali  Rose.  .843. . (58)  Mar.  27 

Western.  Oil  stock  swindlers  victimize  a girl 
who  runs  an  orphanage  in  Mexico.  Gene  Autry, 
Smiley  Burnette,  Noah  Beery.  Director:  George 
Sherman. 

Mickey,  The  Kid.  .814.  .(66)  July  3 

Drama.  A gangster’s  boy,  born  into  a life  of 
crime,  fights  his  way  out,  after  the  taste  of  a 
better  environment,  in  his  determination  to  be- 
come an  honest  citizen.  Bruce  Cabot,  Tommy 
Ryan.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Mountain  Rhythm.  .845. . (59)  June  9 

Western.  Gene  Autry  uncovers  a plot  to  de- 
prive the  ranchers  of  their  grazing  lands.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  Maude  Eburne.  Direc- 
tor: B.  Reeves  Eason. 

My  Wife's  Relatives.  .810. . (65) Mar.  20 

Comedy.  Mr.  Higgins'  home-made  candy  busi- 
ness takes  a sudden  rise  when  a valuable  dia- 
mond is  lost,  and  his  son,  deducing  It  had 
fallen  into  the  candy,  advertises  the  fact  to  the 
public.  James  Gleason,  Lucile  Gleason,  Russell 
Gleason.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Mysterious  Miss  X.. 809..  (62) Jan.  10 

Melodrama.  An  actor,  accused  of  murder.  Is 
freed  by  a peculiar  twist  of  fate.  But  he  and 
the  dead  man’s  daughter  together  solve  the 
murder.  Michael  Whalen,  Mary  Hart,  Chick 


Chandler.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

New  Frontier . . 868 ..(..)  Aug.  11 

Western.  A fight  for  a water  pipe  line  to  their 
desert  land  motivates  this  Three  Mesquiteers 
yarn.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan.  Director: 
George  Sherman. 

Night  Riders.  .865.  . (58)  Apr.  12 


Western.  The  Three  Mesquiteers  defy  a gam- 
bler who  uses  a forged  land  grant  to  oust 
ranchers.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Max 
Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Pride  of  the  Navy.  .822.  . (63) Jan.  26 

Drama.  A young  seaman,  who  fails  In  the 
initial  test  of  his  torpedo-boat  invention,  later 
wins  success  and  the  captain’s  daughter.  James 
Dunn,  Rochelle  Hudson.  Director:  Charles  La- 
ment. 

Rough  Riders  Roundup.  . 853 ..  (58) Mar.  13 

Western.  Two  Border  Patrolmen  are  suspended 


for  allowing  an  outlaw  gang  to  escape.  They 
follow  the  leader  to  his  hideout  and  capture 
the  gang,  which  wins  their  reinstatement.  Roy 
Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Raymond  Hatton.  Director: 
Joseph  Kane. 

She  Married  a Cop.  .815. . (65)  July  15 

Musical  Comedy.  A singing  policeman  is  fram- 
ed into  “doubling  for  a pig”  by  an  animated 
cartoon  producer.  Phil  Regan,  Jean  Parker. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Should  Husbands  W'ork?  . .816.  . (62) July  26 

Comedy.  A wife  beats  her  husband  to  a job  but 
after  queering  a big  deal,  all  is  straightened  when 
it  is  found  the  family  holds  a key  block  of 
stock.  James  Gleason,  Lucile  Gleason.  Direc- 
tor: Gus  Meins. 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave.  .813.  . (GO) . .June  2 

Action  Drama.  A television  news  commenta- 
tor combats  gangsters  using  a rival  television 
station  to  telecast  a horror  film.  Ralph  Byrd, 
George  Barbier,  Kay  Sutton.  Director:  John 
Auer. 

Southward  Ho!  (formerly  Headin'  for  Texas) 

855.  .(58)  May  18 

Western,  Conflict  arises  between  two  ex-Con- 
federate  soldiers  and  their  ranch  co-owner  when 
they  learn  the  latter  was  a Union  officer.  Roy 
Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  George  Hayes.  Director: 
Joe  Kane. 

Street  of  Missing  Men . . 811 . . (65)  Apr.  25 

Action  Drama.  Upon  his  release  from  Alcatraz, 
a former  gangster  leader  sets  out  to  wreck  the 
newspaper  which  sent  him  to  prison.  Charles 
Bickford,  Harry  Carey,  Tommy  Ryan,  Guinn 
Williams.  Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Three  Texas  Steers ..  866 ..  (59)  May  15 

Western.  A young  girl  is  led  to  believe  the 
ranch  she  inherited  is  worthless,  but  the  Three 
Mesquiteers  save  her  from  being  duped.  John 
Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Max  Terhune,  Carole 
Landis.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Woman  Doctor.  .808.  . (65)  Feb.  10 

Drama.  A woman  surgeon,  with  little  time  for 
her  husband  and  child,  is  faced  with  a divorce 
threat  when  her  husband  falls  for  a charmer. 
Tliey  are  reconciled  when  their  child  is  Injured 
in  an  accident.  Frieda  Inescort,  Henry  Wll- 
coxon,  Claire  Dodd,  Sybil  Jason.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 

Wyoming  Outlaw.  .867.  . (62)  June  21 

Western.  The  Three  Mesquiteers  smash  a poli- 
tical relief  racket  after  the  gang  forces  an  in- 
nocent boy  to  turn  outlaw.  John  Wayne,  Ray 
Corrigan,  Raymond  Hatton.  Donald  Barry.  Di- 
rector: George  Sherman. 

Zero  Hour,  The.  .812.  . (62)  May  27 

Drama.  How  a stage  star,  with  loyalty  and 
courage,  faces  a tangled  problem,  when  the 
man  she  is  about  to  marry  is  hopelessly  crip- 
pled in  an  automobile  accident.  Frieda  Ines- 
cort, Otto  Kruger,  Don  Douglas.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 


RKO  Radio 

Almost  a Gentleman.  .920.  . (65) Mar.  31 

Drama.  A canine  shows  his  love  for,  and  proves 
his  real  worth  to,  his  master,  who  had  first 
befriended  him  after  he  had  been  condemned 
as  an  outcast,  and  then  had  defended  him  in 
court  on  a murder  charge.  James  Ellison,  Helen 
Wood,  June  Clayworth.  Director:  Leslie  Good- 
wins. 

Arizona  Legion.  .982. . (58)  Jan.  20 

Western.  The  hero,  working  secretly  as  head 
of  a vigilante  group,  rids  Arizona  of  marauding 
bandits.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  Johnson.  Di- 
rector: David  Howard. 

Bachelor  Mother.  .932.  . (81)  Aug.  4 

Romantic  Comedy.  A sales  girl  finds  herself 
the  “mother”  of  an  abandoned  baby  on  the 
day  she  is  fired.  The  situation  is  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  owner’s  son,  and  he  is 
jockeyed  into  a spot  where  he  is  the  “father.” 
Ginger  Rogers,  David  Niven.  Director:  Garson 
Kanin. 

Bad  Lands.  .933.  . (65)  Aug.  11 

Western.  A trapped  posse  of  nine  men,  be- 
sieged by  Apaches  and  a half-breed  killer  re- 
veals the  individual  strength  and  weaknesses 
of  its  members’  characters.  Robert  Barrat, 
Noah  Berry  jr.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Beauty  for  the  Asking.  .915.  . (64) Feb.  24 

<’omedy.  A young  beautician  markets  a new 
face  cream,  and  complications  ensue  when  her 
advertising  agency  secures  financial  aid  for 
her  through  the  wife  of  the  man  who  had  jilt- 
ed her.  Lucille  Ball,  Donald  Woods,  Patrlc 
Knowles,  Frieda  Inescort.  Director:  Glenn 
Tryon. 

Boy  Slaves  (formerly  Pure  In  Mind).. 911 

(71)  Feb.  10 

Melodrama.  A gang  of  road  kids  are  paroled 
to  a man  who  pretends  to  befriend  them,  but 
they  become  pri.soners  in  his  turpentine  camp. 
Anne  Shirley,  Roger  Daniel.  Director:  P.  J. 
Wolfson. 


Career.  .930.  . (78)  July  7 

Melodrama.  A homespun  yarn  of  the  lives  of 
two  families  in  a small  Iowa  town,  which 
film  introduces  the  two  winners  of  the  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  contest,  John  Archer  and 
Alice  Eden.  Anne  Shirley,  Edward  Ellis,  Sam- 
uel B.  Hinds.  Director:  Leigh  Jason. 

i'isher man’s  Wharf.  . 814 . . (71 ) Feb.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A fisherman  nearly  loses  the 
adopted  son  lie  love.s,  when  he  falls  In  love 
witli  a worthle.ss  woman.  Bobby  Breen,  Leo 
Carrillo,  Lee  Patrick.  Directoi  : Bernard  Vor- 
haus. 

Five  Caine  Back.  .927.  . (75)  June  23 

Drama.  A passenger  plane  crashes  in  a Bra- 
zilian jungle,  and  a drama  of  courage  and 
cowardice  is  unfoTded  when  four  people  have  to 
be  left  behind  before  the  plane  can  take  off 
safely.  Chester  Morris,  Kent  Taylor,  Lucille 
Ball.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

Fixer  Dugan . .922 ..  (68)  Apr.  21 

Action  Drama.  Romance  and  tragedy  wend 
their  way  into  this  human  story  of  circus  folks, 
and  how  the  “fixer”  helps  adjust  their  personal 
problems.  Lee  Tracy,  Virginia  Weidler,  Peggy 
Shannon.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Flying  Irishman,  The.  .919.  . (73) Apr.  7 

Biographical  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the 
life  of  Douglas  (“Wrong  Way”)  Corrigan. 
Douglas  Corrigan,  Paul  Kelly,  Robert  Arm- 
strong. Director:  Leigh  Jason. 

Great  Man  Votes,  The.  .913. . (70) Jan,  13 

Comedy.  An  academic  scholar  turns  to  drink 
when  his  wife  dies,  but  reforms  when  the  Chil- 
dren’s Society  threatens  to  take  away  his  two 
children.  John  Barrymore,  Peter  Holden,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Girl  and  the  Gambler,  'Hie  (formerly  The 

Dove) . .926.  . (62)  June  16 

Western  Melodrama.  A Latin-American  Robin 
Hood  with  a dash  of  caballero  wagers  that  he 
can  woo  and  win  a certain  maiden’s  heart  in  24 
hours.  Leo  Carrillo,  Tim  Holt,  Steffi  Duni. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Girl  From  Mexico,  The.  .928.  . (71)  June  2 

Comedy  Melodrama.  An  advertising  man  flies 
down  to  Mexico  to  sign  a radio  personality  for 
a new  program  and  falls  in  love  with  his  new 


fiery,  Spanish  star.  Lupe  Velez,  Donald  Woods, 
Leon  Errol,  Linda  Hayes.  Director:  Leslie 
Goodwins. 

Guiiga  Dill.  .912.  . (117)  Feb.  17 


Action  J.)iama.  British  military  adventure  in  the 
mountain  passes  of  Northern  India,  suggested 
\aguely  by  Rudyard  Kipling’s  famous  poem  of 
tlie  Indian  water  boy.  Cary  Grant,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Sam  Jaffe, 
Eduardo  Ciannelli.  Director:  George  Stevens. 

I.osl  l*al  rol . . (reissue) . . (73)  Feb.  17 

Drama.  A group  of  white  men,  lost  in  the 
desert,  are  shot  down  one  by  one  by  hostile 
Arabs,  until  only  the  leader  is  left  to  face  the 
murderous  tribe.  Victor  McLaglen,  Boris  Kar- 
loff, Wallace  Ford,  Reginald  Denny.  Director: 
John  Ford. 

Love  Affair.  .916.  . (87)  Apr.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  A couple  break  their  engage- 
ment and  agree  to  meet  in  six  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  girl  is  cripi^led  in  an 
accident.  Irene  Dunne,  Charles  Boyer.  Di- 
rector: Leo  McCarey. 

Of  Human  Bondage.  .993.  . (83) . .Reissue.  . .July  14 
Drama.  A dramatization  of  W.  Somerset 
Maugham’s  modern  classic  of  the  deep  and 
tragic  love  of  a medical  student  for  a cheap 
waitress  with  a cold  heart.  Leslie  Howard, 
Bette  Davis.  Director:  John  Cromwell. 

Fanama  Laily.  .925. . (65)  May  12 

Melodrama.  A wealthy  oil  prospector  goes 
through  a complete  rehabilitation  at  the  hands 
of  a dance  hall  girl.  Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane. 
Jack  Hively  directed. 

Racketeers  of  the  Range ..  984 ..  (60)  May  26 

Western.  A cattleman  fights  a slick  attorney 
who  tries  to  sell  his  girl  client  out  to  a big 
packing  company.  George  O'Brien,  Marjorie 
Reynolds.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Rookie  Cop.  .923.  . (60)  Apr.  28 

Melodrama.,  A young  policeman  shows  his  su- 
periors the  importance  of  police  dogs  in  crim- 
inal detection.  Tim  Holt,  Virginia  Weidler, 
Janet  Shaw,  Ace  the  wonder  dog.  Director: 
George  1 1 oward. 

Saint  in  London,  The.  ,929.  . (70) June  30 

Mystery  Drama.  The  Saint  picks  up  a wounded 
man  on  a country  road,  who  leads  him  into  a 
web  of  intrigue  and  super-crime,  with  death  a 
constant  companion.  George  Sanders,  Sally 
Gray.  Director:  John  Paddy  Carstairs. 


Saint  Strikes  Baek,  The.  .918.  . (64) Mar.  10 

Mystery-Melodrama.  The  Saint  helps  a San 
Francl.sco  lassie  clear  her  name  and  to  wipe 
out  a band  of  thieves  who  had  framed  her 
father,  the  police  commissioner.  George  San- 


ders, Wendy  Barrie,  Jonathan  Hale.  Director: 
John  Farrow. 
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Sorority  House.  .924.  . (63)  May  5 

Comedy  Drama.  Presents  a celluloid  argument 
against  the  existing  dangers  of  snobbishness 
among  coliege  sororities.  Anne  Shirley,  J.  M. 
Kerrigan,  Barbara  Read.  Director:  John  Far- 
row. 

Spellbinder.  .931.  . (70)  July  28 

Melodrama.  A lawyer  kills  the  client,  for  whom 
he  had  obtained  acquittal  when  the  latter  mar- 
ries the  lawyer’s  daughter  as  protection.  He 
then  obtains  clemency  for  himself.  Lee  Tracy, 
Barbara  Read,  Patric  Knowles.  Director:  Jack 
Hively. 

Star  of  Alidnight.  .Reissue.  . (90) Feb.  17 

Mystery  Comedy-Drama.  A Broadway  star  dis- 
appears, a columnist  is  murdered,  and  numer- 
ous suspects  are  rounded  up  before  the  mys- 
tery is  cleared.  William  Powell,  Ginger  Rog- 
ers. Director;  Stephen  Roberts. 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle,  The.. 838 

(92)  Apr.  28 

Musical.  The  rise  of  the  two  internationally 
successful  ballroom  dancers,  taking  the  period 
from  1911  up  to  the  death  of  Castle  as  a flying 
Instructor  in  Texas  during  the  war.  Fred  As- 
taire, Ginger  Rogers.  Director:  H.  C.  Potter. 

They  Ma<le  Her  a Spy . .920.  . (67) Apr.  14 

Action  Drama.  In  the  belief  that  sabotage  was 
responsible  for  her  brother’s  death,  a young 
woman  joins  the  intelligence  bureau  and  rounds 
up  a foreign  spy  ring.  Sally  Eilers,  Allan  Lane, 
Larry  Blake.  Director;  Jack  Hively. 

Timber  Stampede.  .985.  . (58)  June  30 

Western.  A railroad  man  and  a lumber  baron, 
who  together  plot  to  strip  government  land  of 
timber,  are  halted  in  their  ruthless  attempts. 
George  O'Brien,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director: 
David  Howard. 

Trouble  in  Sundown.  .983. . (57) Mar.  24 

Western.  The  town  banker,  victim  of  a trumped- 
up  charge  of  robbery  and  murder,  is  in  the 
soup  until  the  perpetrators  are  found.  George 
O’Brien,  Rosalind  Keith.  Director:  David 
Howard. 

12  Crowded  Hours  ..917..  (64)  Mar.  3 

Action  Drama.  A reporter  exposes  the  policy 
racket  in  order  to  clear  his  sweetheart’s  broth- 
er. Richard  Dix,  Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane, 
Cyrus  W.  Kendall.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Way  Down  South.  .947.  . (62) July  21 

Musical.  Bobby  balks  a scheming  executor  of 
his  estate  who  would  sell  the  plantation  Neg- 
roes. Bobby  Breen,  Alan  Mowbray.  Director: 
Bernard  Vorhaus. 


State  Rights 

Alexander  Nevsky,.  (92)  Amluno 

Epic  Drama.  The  invasion  of  Russia  by  the 
Order  of  Teutonic  Knights  in  the  13th  Century. 
Nickolai  Cherkassov,  N.  P.  Okhlopkov.  Direc- 
tor: Sergei  Eisenstein. 

Bi/arre  Bizarre.  . (84)  Lenauer 

Comedy,  A French  satire  of  British  customs, 
with  an  underlying  plot  centering  around  a 
botanist  who  writes  mystery  stories  under  an 
assumed  name.  Louis  Jouvet,  Francoise  Rosay, 
Michel  Simon.  Director:  Marcel  Came. 

Black  IJmelight . . (63)  Alliance 

Melodrama.  A man’s  mistress  is  murdered,  but 
his  wife  helps  clear  him  of  the  murder  charge 
by  trapping  the  family  lawyer  who  is  obsessed 
with  a homicidal  mania  during  a full  moon. 
Raymond  Massey,  Joan  Marion.  Director:  Wal- 


ter C.  Mycroft.  7-39 

Bouquets  From  Nicholas. . (75) Walch  Mar.  1 


Satire.  A French  satire  on  American  gangs, 
the  story  revolving  around  a simple  flower 
vender  who  becomes  the  dupe  of  gangsters. 
Noel-Noei,  Madeliene  Robinson.  Director:  Mau- 
rice Cammage. 

Bronze  Buckaroo,  The. . (59) Holly\vood  Fict. 

Western  with  All-Colored  Cast.  Villains  attempt 
to  acquire  a piece  of  land  containing  a valuable 
gold  mine.  Herbert  Jefferey,  Spencer  Williams, 
“Four  Tones.”  Director:  Richard  C.  Kahn. 

Clmiiips-EIysees. . (89)  Tri-National 

Comedy.  A narration  of  the  history  of  the 
Champs-Elysees  in  which  the  love  life  of  Louis 
XV  i.s  highlighted.  (In  French  with  English 
subtitles.)  Sacha  Guitry,  Jacqueline  DeLubac, 
Lisette  Lanvin.  Director  and  author:  Sacha 
Guitry. 

Concentration  Camp.  .(69)  Amkino 

Drama.  Soviet  propaganda  depicting  the  strug- 
gle of  the  German  workers  against  Hitler’s 
regime.  O.  Jakov,  S.  Shirokova,  S.  Mezhinsky. 

Crisis..  (86)  Herbert  Kline 

Documentary.  A graphic  illustration  of  the 
events  leading  up  to  Nazi  aggression  in  the 
Sudetenland  and  Czechoslovakia.  Leif  Erikson. 
Dialogue  by  Vincent  Sheean. 

Curtain  Rises,  The . . (85) Frank  Kassler 

Drama.  Two  girls  in  a French  Academy  are 
in  love  with  the  same  fellow.  One  girl  com- 
mits suicide,  disguising  it  as  murder,  so  that 


the  blame  will  be  placed  on  her  rival.  Louis 
Jouvet,  Claude  Dauphin,  Janlne  Darcey,  Mady 
Made.  Director:  Marc  Allegret, 

Double  Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line, . (83)  . .Tower 
Mystery  Drama,  Several  military  men  are  sus- 
pected of  the  double  murder  in  France’s  world- 
famed  Maginot  Line,  until  the  net  closes  in  on 
a German  spy.  Victor  Francen,  Vera  Korene, 
Fernand  Fabre.  Director:  Felix  Gandera. 

Escape  From  Yesterday. . (88) Hoff  berg 

French  Drama.  A man-hunt  that  leads  to  ad- 
venture in  North  Africa  with  the  Spanish  For- 
eign Legion.  Jean  Gabin,  Annabella.  Director: 
Julien  Duvivier.  7-39 

Foolish  Virgin,  The. . (80) Walch 

Drama.  An  elderly  lawyer  runs  off  with  a young 
girl.  Her  brother  follows  and  the  girl  is  shot 
by  mistake  in  a scuffle.  Victor  Francen,  Juliette 
Faber,  Gabrielle  Dorziat.  Director:  Henry  Dia- 
mant-Berger. 

Forbidden  Music..  (64) World  Picturea 

Musical  Satire.  Dictator  of  a mythical  kingdom 
puts  a ban  on  music  so  his  subjects  can  con- 
centrate on  the  national  debt.  Jimmy  Durante, 
Richard  Tauber,  Diana  Napier.  Director:  Walter 
Forde. 

400,000,000,  The . . (55)  Garrison 

Documentary.  The  real  facts  behind  the  un- 
declared war  in  China  as  narrated  by  Dudley 
Nicliols,  from  the  camera  record  of  Joris  Ivens, 
the  Dutch  producer,  and  John  Ferno.  Fredric 
March.  Music  by  Hanns  Elsler. 

Friends.  . (97)  Amluno 

Outdoor  Drama.  How  the  Caucasian  tribes  were 
welded  together  as  a revolutionary  force  in 
1917,  against  their  oppressors.  Boris  Babochkin, 
Nikolai  Cherkassov,  S.  Kayukov,  K.  Daushvill. 
Director:  L.  Arnshtam. 

Grand  Illusion. . (92)  World 

Drama.  The  effects  of  war  are  presented  in 
this  drama  depicting  the  hardships  endured  by 
French  army  officers  in  a German  prison  camp. 
(In  French  with  superimposed  English  dialogue 
titles.)  Eric  von  Stroheim,  Jean  Gabin,  Pierre 
Fresnay,  Dita  Parlo.  Director:  Jean  Renoir, 

Great  Citizen,  The..  (114)  Amkino 

Historical.  Portraying  the  events  in  1925-26  in 
Leningrad  at  the  Red  Metal  Workers  factory, 
wiiich  led  to  the  downfall  of  the  Trotskyltes, 
and  are  purported  to  be  a prelude  to  the  “Mos- 
cow Treason  Trials.”  N.  Bogoliubov,  I.  Berse- 
nov,  O.  Zhakov.  Director:  Friedrich  ErmJer. 

Hatred..(..)  World 

Drama.  A story  of  the  sea,  from  the  novel  by 
O.  P.  Gilbert.  (In  French  with  superimposed 
English  dialogue  titles).  Starring  Harry  Baur. 

Heroes  of  the  Marne..  (85) Spectrum 

French  war  drama.  The  story  of  undying  love 
in  a strife-torn  world.  Raimu,  Albert  Basser- 
mann,  Jacqueline  Porei.  Director:  Andre  Hugon. 

Housemaster. , (85)  Alliance 

Comedy  Drama.  From  the  English  stage  play, 
“Bachelor  Born,”  in  which  500  harassed  school 
boys  revolt  against  the  reforms  of  a new  head- 
master. Otto  Kruger,  Diana  Churchill,  Phillips 
Holmes.  Director:  H.  Brenon. 

In  Old  Montana. . (61)  Spectrum 

Western.  An  army  lad  returns  to  his  dad’s 
rancli  to  help  settle  the  cattlemen-sheepherd- 
ers'  feud,  which  is  being  kept  alive  by  the  local 
banker.  Fred  Scott,  Jean  Carmen.  Director; 
Raymond  K.  Johnson. 

indiscretions . . (80)  Tri-National 

Frencli  Comedy.  A middle-aged  woman  has  an 
affair  with  a young  man  and  her  husband  clev- 
erly makes  her  regret  it.  Sacha  Guitry,  Betty 
Dausmond,  Jacqueline  Delubac.  Director:  Sacha 


Guitry.  6-39 

Lenin  in  1918..  (130)  Amluno 


Historical  Drama.  Russian  film  with  English 
titles.  A biographical  portrayal  of  Lenin,  his 
early  struggles  to  keep  his  party  in  power,  and 
the  events  leading  up  to  an  attempt  on  his  life. 
Russian  cast.  Director:  Mikhail  Romn.  7-39 

iHumele.  . (100)  Sphinx 

Comedy-Drama.  Yiddish  film  about  a widowed 
mother  who  continually  makes  sacrifices  for  an 
unappreciative  clan.  Molly  Picon,  Edmund 
Avenda,  Max  Bozyk.  Directors:  Joseph  Green, 
Konrad  Tom. 

Man  and  His  Wife,  A..  (77) French  Films 

Drama.  How  a middle-aged  man  sucessfully 
wins  his  young  wife  away  from  her  young  lover. 
Harry  Baur,  Suzy  Vernon.  Director:  Jean  Dre- 
ville. 

Man  AVith  the  Gun,  The..  (88) Amkino 

Drama.  The  screen  version  of  a true  story  of 
the  peasant  whose  accidental  meeting  with 
Lenin  impressed  him  so  much  that  he  joined 
the  revolutionary  forces  of  Lenin  and  Stalin 
against  Kerensky.  M.  Shtraukh,  M.  Gelovani, 
Boris  Tenin.  Director:  Sergei  Yutkevich. 

Manhattan  Shakedown. . (57) Warwick 

Melodrama.  A Broadway  columnist  risks  his 
life  to  find  the  man  who  is  blackmailing  his 
friend.  Rosalind  Keith,  John  Gallaudet.  Di- 
rector: Leon  Barsha. 


Marseillaise ..(.. ) World 

Drama.  A dramatization  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution. (In  French  with  superimposed  English 
dialogue  titles.)  Pierre  Renoir,  Louis  Jouvet. 
Director:  Jean  Renoir. 

Motliers  of  Today..  (90) Apex 

Drama.  A Yiddish  film  portraying  the  story 
of  a mother  whose  one  daughter  naarrles  a 
gangster  and  a son  who  almost  forsakes  his 
rabbinical  career  for  a worthless  woman.  Esther 
Field,  Simon  Wolf,  Paula  Lubelska.  Director: 
Henry  Lynn. 

Murder  Is  News..  (55)  Warwick 

Action  Drama.  A columnist  predicts  the  di- 
vorce of  a wealthy  businessman,  who  later  is 
found  murdered.  John  Gallaudet,  Iris  Mere- 
dith, John  Hamilton.  Director:  Leon  Barsha.  7-39 

Mutiny  of  the  Elsinore. . (73) Regal 

Action  Drama.  From  Jack  London’s  forceful 
drama  of  adventure  and  mutiny  on  the  high 
seas,  and  the  hopes  and  desperations  of  these 
sea-faring  men.  Paul  Lukas,  Lyn  Harding. 
Director:  Roy  Lockwood. 

Neighbors. . (90) Best  Films 

Comedy.  A Jewish  comedy  of  errors  in  which 
a mixup  in  names  brings  confusion  and  ro- 
mance into  the  life  of  a radio  announcer.  Helen 
Gross,  Joseph  Orwid.  Director: 

New  Horizons.  . (92)  Amliino 

Melodrama.  The  birth  of  the  U.S.S.R.  and 
Maxim’s  appointment  as  commissar  of  the  gov- 
ernment bank.  M.  Shtraukh,  M.  Gelovani,  Boris 
Chirkov.  Directors:  Gregory  Kozintsev,  Leonid 
Trauberg.  7-39 

Oppenheiiu  Family,  The..  (97)  Amkino 

Drama.  Based  on  the  novel  by  Leon  Feucht- 
w.:.nger.  Portrays  the  life  of  the  Oppenheims 
under  the  Nazi  regime  terror.  Russian  cast. 
Director:  Gregory  Roshal.  7-39 

Outlaws’  Paradise.  . (55)  Victory 

Western.  A G-Man  goes  on  the  hunt  for  stolen 
bonds  and  the  gang  responsible  for  the  robbery. 
Tin^  McCoy,  Joan  Barclay.  Director:  Sam  New- 
field. 

Puritan,  The . . (85)  Lenauer 

Drama.  A psychological  study  of  a young  man 
who  dedicates  himself  to  the  cause  of  erasing 
immorality  in  others,  and  uses  that  as  an  ex- 
cuse to  justify  his  own  vile  acts.  Jean-Louis 
Barrault,  Pierre  Fresnay,  Viviane  Romance. 

Rangle  River..  (72)  J-  H.  Hoffberg 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  importance  of  the  river 
to  cattle  raisers,  in  this  story  from  the  pen  of 
Zane  Grey.  Victor  Jory,  Margaret  Dare.  Di- 
rector: Clarence  Badger.  6-39 

Sable  Cicada..  (87) Modern  Film  Corp. 

Historical.  A Chinese  historical  classic  of  the 
fall  of  the  Han  dynasty.  Violet  Koo,  Y.  L.  Wei, 
1.  E.  Koo.  Director:  R.  Poh. 

School  for  Husbands.  .(72) J.  U.  Hoffberg 

Comedy.  An  adult  film,  portraying  a philan- 
derer who  demonstrates  to  two  conventional 
husbands  the  advisability  of  flirting  with  one’s 
respective  spouses.  Diana  Churchill,  Henry 
Kendall,  Romney  Brent.  Director:  Andrew 
Marton. 

Scorched  Earth,  The..  (50)  B.  V.  Mindenburg 

Documentary.  An  indictment  of  Japanese  ag- 
gression in  China,  the  film  composed  entirely 
of  newsreel  clips.  Narrator:  Cliff  Howell.  7-39 

Soviet  Border..  (94)  Amkino 

Action  Drama.  Japanese  aggression  in  the  Sov- 
iet Far  East,  and  how  an  heroic  Soviet  family 
repelled  the  invader.  E.  Tiapkina,  E.  Federova. 
Director:  A.  G.  Ivanov. 

Special  Insi>ector.  .(55)  Warwick 

Melodrama.  A government  agent  is  assigned  to 
get  fur  hijackers  smuggling  their  loot  across 
the  Canadian  border.  Charles  Quigley,  Rita 
Hayworth.  Director:  Leon  Barsha.  6-39 

Spy  of  Napoleon.  , (77)  Unity 

Historical  Melodrama.  English-made  film  por- 
traying the  intrigue  and  machinations  surround- 
ing the  reign  of  Napoleon  III,  war  with  Prussia 
in  1870,  and  the  downfall  of  the  French  ruler. 
Richard  Barthelmess,  Dolly  Haas.  Director: 
Maurice  Elvey.  7-39 

Texas  Wildcats. . (58)  Victory 

Western.  Tim  McCoy  poses  as  the  “Phantom” 
to  avenge  the  death  of  his  partner.  Tim  Mc- 
Coy, Joan  Barclay,  Forrest  Taylor.  Director: 
Sam  Newfield.  7-39 

Three  Waltzes. . (80)  Vedls  Films 

French  Operetta.  Depicts  the  loves  of  the 
Grandpres  and  the  de  Chalencey  of  1867  France, 
covers  three  generations  and  Strauss’s  music, 
and  brings  the  story  to  a halt  in  a modern  film 
studio.  Yvonne  Printemps,  Pierre  Fresnay.  Di- 


rector: Dr.  Ludwig  Berger.  6-39 

Tiger  Hunt..  (54)  0 World 


Adventure  Travelog.  The  story  of  a tiger  that 
terrorized  a native  jungle  village  and  evaded  all 
traps  set  for  him,  until  a beautiful  girl  is  of- 
fered as  prize  to  the  hero  capturing  the  beast. 
Native  cast.  Producer:  Marquis  de  la  Falaise. 

Tumbleweeds.  . (82)  . .Reissue,  .Astor  June  9 

Western.  The  same  picture  produced  by  Wll- 
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liam  S.  Hart  in  1925,  with  Hart  speaking"  to 
the  audience  for  the  first  time  in  an  8-minute 
prologue.  William  S.  Hart,  Barbara  Bedford, 
Lucien  Littlefield.  Director:  King  Baggot.  7-39 

Typhoon  Treasure ..  (68)  State  Rights 

Outdoor  Adventure.  A pearler  whose  schooner 
is  wrecked  in  a typhoon  trails  through  a peril- 
ous jungle  to  save  the  treasure  from  thieves. 
Campbell  Copelin,  Joe  Valli.  Director:  Noel 


Monkman.  7-39 

Will  of  the  People,  The..  (55) States  Right 


Documentary.  A documentary  compilation  from 
the  government’s  film  archives  and  newsreel 
clips  showing  the  Loyalist  struggle  against  the 
combined  Fascist  forces  of  Franco,  Germany  and 
Italy.  Commentary:  By  Producer  Louis  Frank. 

With  a Smile..  (78) Malinar 

Comedy  with  Music.  Paris’s  leading  impresario 
hires  back  his  former  boss  whom  he  supplanted 
and  convinces  him  that  everything  in  life  awaits 
those  who  learn  to  smile.  (In  French  with  Eng- 
lish sub-titles.)  Maurice  Chevalier,  Marie  Glory. 
Director:  Maurice  Tourneur. 

Without  a Home..  (88) Foreign  Cinema  Arts 

Drama.  A man  brings  his  family  to  America, 
but  in  his  eagerness  to  make  good  in  the  land 
of  opportunity,  neglects  his  family  for  his  job. 
(A  Yiddish  film  with  English  sub-titles).  Ida 
Kaminska,  A.  Marten,  Warsaw  Synagogue 
Clioir.  Director:  A.  Marten. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Arizona  Wildcat .. 929 ..  (69)  Feb.  3 

Comedy.  When  her  foster-father  is  accused  of 
lawlessness,  Jane  organizes  a band  of  night- 
riders  to  find  the  guilty  party.  Jane  Withers. 
Leo  Carrillo.  Director:  H.  I.  Leeds. 

lioy  Friend.  .943.  . (70)  May  19 

Comedy.  When  a murder  occurs  in  the  police 
training  school  which  Jane’s  brother  attends, 
she  and  her  sweetheart  turn  sleuths  and  capture 
the  crooks.  Jane  Withers,  George  Ernest,  Ar- 
leen  Whelan.  Director:  James  Tinling. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu.  .928. . (65) Jan.  13 

Mystery,  While  at  home  in  llawaii,  awaiting 
the  birth  of  his  first  grandchild,  Chan  solves  a 
murder  committed  on  a tramp  steamer.  Sidney 
Toler,  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  H.  Bruce  Hum- 
berstone. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno.  .948.  . (71)  June  16 

Mystery  Drama.  Charlie  Chan  finds  the  solu- 
tion of  a murder  by  the  elimination  process  dif- 
ficult because  of  dislike  for  the  victim  by  so 
many  individuals.  Sidney  Toler,  Ricardo  Cor- 
tez, Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  Norman  Foster. 

Chasing  Danger.  .941. , (60)  Slay  6 

Action  Drama.  Second  of  the  “Camera  Dare- 
devil” series,  in  which  two  newsreel  cameramen 
are  thrown  on  the  track  of  gun  runners  sup- 
plying an  Arabian  leader  with  ammunition  for 
an  uprising.  Preston  Foster,  Wally  Vernon, 
Lynn  Bari.  Director:  Ricardo  Cortez. 

Chicken  Wagon  Family.  .002.  . ( . .) Aug.  11 

Comedy.  Leo  Carrillo  takes  his  family,  chicken 
wagon  and  all,  to  New  York,  where  they  regain 
a sound  economic  footing  with  the  aid  of  Jane 
Withers,  Carrillo,  Withers,  Spring  Byington. 
Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

Climbing  High.  .8012.  . (71)  April  28 

Comedy.  The  plot  evolves  around  an  advertis- 
ing model,  a millionaire,  a phoney  countess,  a 
jealous  brother,  a Communist  and  a madman. 
Jessie  Matthews,  Michael  Redgrave.  Director: 
Carol  Reed.  Gaumont  British  produced. 

El.sa  Max\vell’s  Hotel  for  Women.  .001.  . (82)  Aug.  4 
Comedy.  A home  town  girl  wins  back  her  boy 
friend  when,  in  addition  to  becoming  New 
fork’s  leading  model,  she  also  saves  him  from 
a shooting  charge.  Ann  Sothern,  Linda  Dar- 
nell. James  Ellison.  Director:  Gregory  Ratoff. 

IkmIii ’s  Baby  . .9.35.  . (62)  Mar.  24 

(’omedy  Drama.  One  of  the  Jones  family 
series,  in  which  a quack  child  psychologist  hits 
the  town  and  the  young  mother  falls  for  his 
fraud.  Jed  Prouty.  Shirley  Deane,  Spring  By- 
ington, Russell  Gleason.  Director:  Malcolm  St. 
Clair. 

Frontier  Marshal  . 951 ..  (70)  July  28 

Outdoor  Drama.  How  a sure-shot  he-man 
proved  the  scourge  of  Arizona’s  early  bad  men 
and  brought  law  enforcement  upon  wild  Tomb- 
stone. Randolph  Scott,  Nancy  Kelly,  Cesar  Ro- 
mero. Director:  Allan  Dwan. 

Gorilla,  The.  . 944 . . (66)  May  26 

Comedy  Mystery.  A mad  gorilla,  on  the  loose, 
terrorizes  a vicinity,  and  the  Ritz  Brother  De- 
tectives are  assigned  to  the  case.  Ritz  Bros., 
Anita  Louise,  Patsy  Kelly.  Director:  Allan 
Dwan. 

Hound  of  the  Baskervilles,  The.  .936.  . (80)  ..Mar.  31 
Melodrama.  A.  Conan  Doyle’s  fictionized  detec 
five  comes  to  the  screen  to  end  the  terror  of  a 
.300-year-old  curse.  Richard  Greene,  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  Wendy  Barrie.  Director:  Sidney  Lanfield. 


Inside  Story.  .934.  . (61)  Mar.  10 

Action  Drama.  A newspaper  man,  who  meets 
a night-club  hostess  through  a “stunt”  ad,  saves 
her  from  being  killed  by  the  owner  of  the  club 
who  feared  her  disclosure  of  a murder  to  which 
she  had  been  an  eye-witness.  Michael  Whalen. 
Jean  Rogers,  Douglas  Fowley.  Director:  Ricardo 
Cortez. 

Inspector  Hoinleigh.  .945.  . (76)  Apr.  21 

Melodrama.  A detective  with  a stamp  collect- 
ing hobby  solves  a most  baffling  murder  mys- 
tery. Gordon  Harker,  Alastair  Sim,  Hugh  Wil- 
liams. Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

It  Could  Happen  to  You.  .950.  . (72) June  30 

Comedy  Drama.  A faithful  wife  didn’t  think 
it  could  happen,  but  a dead  woman  is  found 
in  the  back  of  her  husband’s  car  when  he  re- 
turns from  his  boss’s  party.  Stuart  Erwin, 
Gloria  Stuart,  Douglas  Fowley.  Director:  Al- 
fred Werker. 

Jes.se  James.  .921 ..  (105)  0 Jau.  27 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  tragic  destiny  of  Amer- 
ica’s boldest  desperado.  Tyrone  Power,  Henry 
Fonda,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director:  Henry  King. 

Jones  Family  in  Hollywood,  The.  .946.  . (60)  June  2 
Comedy  Drama.  The  family  of  Pa  Jones  tags 
along  when  he  goes  to  Hollywood  as  a delegate 
to  the  American  Legion  convention,  and  are  bit- 
ten by  the  motion  picture  bug.  Jed  Prouty, 
Spring  Byington,  Shirley  Deane.  Director:  Mal- 
colm St.  Clair, 

LUtle  Princess.  .932. . (93)  © Mar.  17 

Comedy  with  Music.  Little  Shirley  is  treated 
like  a princess  until  her  father  is  reported  killed 
in  the  Boer  War.  She  doubts  the  reports  and 
runs  away  from  school  in  search  of  her  father. 
Shirley  Temple,  Richard  Greene,  Anita  Louise, 
Arthur  Treacher.  Director:  Walter  Lang. 

32r.  Molo  on  Banger  Island  . .937 ..  (64) Apr.  7 

Melodrama.  Mr.  Moto  is  called  upon  by  a dia- 
mond syndicate  to  run  down  a gang  of  clever 
gem  smugglers.  Peter  Lorre,  Jean  Hersholt, 
Warren  Hymer.  Director:  Herbert  1.  Leeds. 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning.  .926.  . (71) Jan,  20 

Melodrama.  Moto  masquerades  as  an  Oriental 
shopkeeper  to  trap  a renegade  who  tries  to  blow 
up  the  French  fleet  as  it  enters  Port  Said,  thus 
averting  a world  war.  Peter  Lorre,  Ricardo 
Cortez,  Virginia  Field.  Director:  Norman  Foster. 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation . .952 ..  (65) July  7 

Melodrama.  By  dint  of  brainwork  and  jui-jitsu 
Mr.  Moto  saves  the  crown  of  the  Queen  of 
Slieba,  reposing  in  a museum,  from  the  itchy 
fingers  of  an  arch-criminal.  Peter  Lorre,  Joseph 
Schildkraut,  Virginia  Field.  Director:  Norman 
Foster. 

News  Is  Made  at  Night.  .953.  . (71) July  21 

Action  Drama.  An  editor  and  his  cub  reporter 
unmask  a “friend”  who  is  responsible  for  a 
wave  of  murders  designed  to  cover  his  own 
criminal  record.  Preston  Foster,  Lynn  Bari, 
Alfred  Werker  directed. 

Pardon  Uur  Nerve . .931 ..  (68) Feb.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  girls,  jobless  and  broke, 
find  adventure  and  profit  in  managing  a prize 
fighter.  Lynn  Bari,  June  Gale,  Guinn  Wil- 
lianrs,  Michael  Whalen.  Director:  H.  Bruce 
Humberstone. 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Ivid,  The.  .940. . (71)  . .Apr.  28 
Outdoor  Drama.  The  Cisco  Kid  bucks  the  boss 
of  the  countryside  to  help  a girl  recover  the 
deed  to  lier  ranch.  Warner  Baxter,  Lynn  Bari, 
Cesar  Romero,  Henry  Hull.  Director:  Herbert 
I.  Leeds. 

Rose  of  AVashington  Square.  .942.  . (86) ...  .May  12 
Musical.  Tlie  songs  of  yesteryear  are  high- 
lighted in  this  story  of  a burlesque  showgirl 
who  turns  down  a theatrical  contract  to  marry 
a confidence  man.  Alice  Faye,  Tyrone  Power, 
A1  Jolson,  Marie  Wilson.  Director:  Roy  Del 
Ruth. 

Second  Fiddle.  .949.  . (85)  July  14 

Musical  Comedy.  A school  teacher  wins  a 
screen  test  contest,  and  a press  agent  tries  to 
promote  a publicity  romance  between  her  and 
a waning  matinee  idol,  but  falls  in  love  with 
her  himself.  Sonja  Henie,  Tyrone  Power,  Rudy 
Vallee.  Director:  Sidney  Lanfield. 

Smiling  Along.  .933.  . (85)  Jiun  20 

Musical  Comedy.  The  adventures  of  a troupe  of 
musical  comedy  artists  which  goes  on  its  own 
when  the  manager  tries  to  chisel  on  a benefit 
show.  Gracie  Fields,  Roger  Livesey,  Mary  Ma- 
guire. Director:  Monty  Banks. 

Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  The 

. .938.  . (97)  Apr.  14 

Epic  Drama.  The  story  of  a great  love  that  was 
responsible  for  one  of  the  greatest  inventions 
of  all  mankind.  Don  Ameche,  Loretta  Young, 
Henry  Fonda.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties . .954 . . (78) June  23 

Outdoor  Adventure.  Shirley,  as  sole  survivor 
of  an  Indian  massacre,  is  taken  under  the  wing 


of  a Canadian  Mountie.  She  averts  another 
uprising  and  saves  the  latter’s  life  when  the 
Blackfeet  tribe  try  to  burn  him  at  the  stake. 
Shirley  Temple,  Randolph  Scott,  Margaret  Lock- 
wood.  Director:  William  A.  Seiter. 

Tail  Spin.  .925.  . (83)  Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  A saga  of  pulchritudinous  women 
fliers  who  risk  their  lives  in  speed  planes, 
competing  for  honors  in  airway  races.  Alice 
Faye.  Constance  Bennett,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director: 
Roy  Del  Rath. 

I hree  Musketeers,  The.  .927.  . (72) Feb.  17 

Romantic  Comedy  Drama.  A musical  comedy 
version  of  Alexander  Dumas’  novel  of  the  love 
of  a swashbuckling  adventurer  for  a lady-in- 
waiting.  Don  Ameche,  Ritz  Bros.,  Binnie 
Barnes,  Gloria  Stuart.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 

AA’are  Case,  The.  .8014. . (72)  July  21 

Mystery  Drama.  A mutual  friend  frees  a 
bounder  husband  from  a murder  charge.  When 
the  husband  learns  the  friend  loves  his  wife, 
he  admits  the  crime  and  kills  himself.  Clive 
Brook,  Jane  Baxter.  Director:  Robert  Stevenson. 

AVhile  New  York  Sleeps.  .934.  . (61) Mar.  10 

Action  Drama.  A newspaper  man,  who  meets 
a night-club  hostess  through  a strange  ad, 
saves  her  from  being  killed  by  the  owner  of 
the  club  who  feared  her  disclosure  of  a murder 
to  which  she  had  been  an  eye-witness.  Mich- 
ael Whalen.  Jean  Rogers,  Douglas  Fowley.  Di- 
rector: Ricardo  Cortez. 

AA’ife,  Husband  and  Friend.  .930. . (75) Mar.  3 

Comedy.  A business  man  with  a wife  aspiring 
to  operatic  ambitions,  takes  voice  lessons  him- 
self to  wean  her  away  from  the  idea.  Loretta 
Young,  Warner  Baxter,  Binnie  Barnes,  Cesar 
Romero.  Director:  Gregory  Ratoff. 

AA  inner  Take  All . .939.  . (61 ) Apr.  21 

Comedy  Drama.  A crooked  promoter  makes  a 
boxing  sensation  out  of  a cowboy  by  fixing  his 
fights  for  him,  but  it  took  a girl  to  turn  him 
into  a real  fighter.  Tony  Martin,  Gloria  Stuart, 
Henry  Armetta,  Robert  Allen.  Director:  Otto 
Brower. 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln.  .947.  . (101)  ^ June  9 

Historical  Drama.  A portrait  of  Lincoln’s  earl- 
ier years  as  a rail-splitter,  humorist,  pie-eating 
contestant,  and  his  experiences  as  a lawyer. 
Henry  Fonda.  Alice  Brady,  Arleen  Whelan.  Di- 
rector: John  Ford. 

United  Artists 

Captain  Fury  (90)  May  26 

Action  Drama.  An  exiled  Irelander  breaks  the 
rule  of  a tyrant  and  saves  the  land  holdings  of 
the  Austrian  Colonists.  Brian  Aherne,  Victor 
McLaglen,  George  Zucco,  June  Lang.  Direc- 
tor: Hal  Roach. 

Duke  of  West  Point,  The..  (105) Dec.  29 

Drama.  An  arrogant  cadet  proves  to  his  class- 
men  his  unselfishness  when  he  takes  the  blame 
for  an  infraction  of  rules  to  save  a friend.  Louis 
Hayward,  Joan  Fontaine,  Tom  Brown.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

Four  Feathers, . (109)  Aug.  4 

Adventure  Drama.  A military  spectacle  of  the 
British  Sudan.  A man  wins  redemption  from 
the  charge  of  cowardice  over  overwhelming  odds. 
Ralph  Richardson,  C.  Aubrey  Smith,  June  Du- 
prez.  Director:  Zoltan  Korda. 

King  of  the  Turf..  (87) Feb,  17 

Action  Drama.  AHer  years  of  bad  breaks,  a 
former  race  track  biggie  comes  back  because 
of  his  interest  in  a young  jockey,  whom  he  later 
learns  is  his  son.  For  his  son’s  sake,  he  tries 
to  throw  the  race,  but  the  boy  “double  crosses” 
him  and  wins  the  big  handicap.  Adolphe  Men- 
jou.  Roger  Daniel,  Dolores  Costello,  Walter 
Abel.  Director:  Alfred  Green. 

Made  for  Each  Other..  (85) Feb.  10 

Comedy  Drama.  The  story  revolves  around  the 
love,  trials  and  tribulations  of  a couple  of 
newlyweds.  Carole  Lombard,  James  Stewart. 
Director:  John  Cromwell. 

31an  in  the  Iron  Mask  (110) June  15 

Melodrama.  Semi-historical  spectacle  of  the 
legendary  twin  of  Louis  XIV,  condemned  to 
life  imprisonment  as  a masked  mystery  man. 
Louis  Hayward,  Joan  Bennett,  Warren  William. 
Director:  James  Whale. 

Prison  Without  Bars..  (79)  Mar.  15 

Drama.  The  new  superintendent  of  a women’s 
prison  in  France  introduces  more  humane  meth- 
ods of  penology,  but  loses  her  lover  to  an  In- 
mate she  had  befriended.  Corinne  Luchalre, 
Edna  Best,  Sally  Wisher,  Barry  Barnes.  Di- 
rector: Brian  Desmond  Hurst. 

Stagecoach.  . (92)  Mar.  3 

Outdoor  Drama.  Portrays  the  harrowing  events 
that  transpire  during  a stagecoach  journey. 
Claire  Trevor.  John  Wayne,  Andy  Devine.  Di- 
rector; John  Ford. 
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They  Shall  Have  Music ..  (1.80) July  15 

Drama  with  Music.  Jascha  Heifetz  makes  his 
first  screen  appearance,  as  a conductor  who 
saves  a tenement  district  music  school  from 
financial  collapse  by  conducting  a concert  with 
the  children  as  musicians.  Jascha  Heife'tz, 
Andrea  Leeds,  Joel  McCrea,  Walter  Brennan. 
Director:  Archie  Mayo. 

'l'*si>i>er  Takes  a Trip..  (78) Jao.  18 

medy  Fantasy.  Continues  the  adventures  of 
pper  and  his  spiritual  ghost.  Topper’s  wife 
3ks  a divorce  because  of  “another  woman’* 
10  turns  out  to  be  a ghost.  Constance  Ben- 
it,  Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke.  Director: 
>rman  Z.  McLeod. 

:er  Carnival.  . (90)  ..July  88 

medy.  Dartmouth  College’s  annual  winter 
rnival  is  background  for  this  campus  romance 
winter  sport  and  tender  love.  Ann  Sheri- 
.n,  Richard  Carlson.  Director:  Charles  F. 
iesner. 

liering-  Heights.  . (103)  ^ Apr,  7 

rama.  From  Emile  Bronte’s  novel  of  a love- 
azed  man  whose  unrelenting  hatred  in  his  re- 
3nge  against  a lost  love,  warped  the  lives  of 
lose  around  him.  Merle  Oberon,  Laurence  OU- 
er.  Director:  William  Wyler. 

9l)aa,.(71)  Apr.  81 

9medy.  A village  doctor  treats  a sick  ele- 
lant,  who  develops  a strong  affection  for  her 
mefactor  and  becomes  a 6,000-pound  pest, 
liver  Hardy,  Harry  Langdon.  Director:  Gor- 
on  Douglas. 


Universal 

Big  Town  Czar.  .3018.  . (66)  Apr,  81 

Action  Drama.  A big  shot  gangster  makes  a 
strong  impression  on  his  younger  brother,  who 
leaves  school  to  join  his  gang.  But  tragedy 
soon  takes  the  place  of  glamour.  Barton  Mac- 
Lane,  Tom  Brown,  Eve  Arden.  Director:  Ar- 
thur Lubin. 

Code  of  the  Streets.  .3019. . (70) Apr.  14 

Action  Drama.  “The  Little  Tough  Guys”  come 
to  the  rescue  of  an  innocent  man,  doomed  to  die. 
Harry  Carey,  Frankie  Thomas,  Paul  Fix,  “Little 
Tough  Guys.”  Director:  Harold  Young. 

East  Side  of  Heaven.  .3006.  . (88) Apr,  7 

Comedy  With  Music.  A singing  cab  driver  helps 
a mother  by  watching  her  child,  but  gets  in- 
volved in  a city-wide  kidnap  hunt.  Bing  Crosby, 
Joan  Blondell,  Mischa  Auer,  Sandy.  Director: 
David  Butler. 

Ex-Cliamp.  .3010.  . (72)  May  19 

Action  Drama.  A retired  ex-champ  loses  his 
job  as  doorman,  and  takes  on  the  training  of  a 
young  lad  who  wins  the  coveted  belt  and  the 
ex-champ’s  daughter.  Victor  McLaglen,  Nan 
Grey,  Tom  Brown.  Director:  Phil  Rosen. 

Famliy  Next  Door..  (63) Mar.  31 

Comedy.  A couple  spend  their  savings  to  buy 
land  and  are  about  to  lose  their  investment 
when  they  discover  rich  mineral  deposits  in  the 
soil.  Hugh  Herbert,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Joy  Hodges. 
Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Forgotten  Woman,  The.  .3031.  . (63) July  7 

Drama.  A S'oung  woman  becomes  innocently 
involved  in  a crime  mesh  and  is  sent  to  prison, 
where  her  baby  is  born.  She  is  almost  the  for- 
gotten woman,  until  one  of  the  gangsters  makes 
a deathbed  confession.  Sigrid  Gurie,  William 
Lundigan,  Eve  Arden.  Director:  Harold  Young. 

For  Love  or  Money.  .3030.  . (66)  Apr,  88 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  employes,  entrusted  with 
$50,000,  lose  the  money,  and  their  boss  gives 
them  36  hours  to  produce,  June  Lang,  Robert 
Kent.  Edward  Brophy.  Director:  Albert  S. 
Rogell, 

Gambling  Ship.  .3023. . (60)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A young  girl  takes  over  the 
operation  of  her  father*8  gambling  vessel  when 
he  is  murdered  by  a notorious  rival.  Romance 
blooms  when  a G-Man  comes  to  the  rescue. 

Robert  Wilcox.  Helen  Mack,  Irving  PicheL 

Director:  Aubrey  Scotto, 

Honor  of  the  West.  .3055. . (58)  Jan.  13 

Western.  A sheriff  resigns  rather  than  arrest 
his  pal  whom  he  knows  is  guilty  of  cattle 
rustling,  but  he  captures  the  gang  after  his 
friend  is  killed.  Bob  Baker,  Marjorie  Bell, 

Carleton  Young.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

House  of  Fear,  The.  .3038.  . (66) June  30 

M5^stery  Drama.  A producer  restages  a play 
to  track  the  murderer  of  a Broadway  stage 
star.  William  Gargan,  Irene  Hervey,  Alan 

Dinehart.  Director:  Joe  May. 

1 Stole  a Million.  . (78)  July  14 

Drama.  A criminal,  through  no  fault  of  his 
own,  in  fighting  back  to  go  straight,  sacrifices 
his  own  life  to  ensure  the  happiness  of  his  wife 
and  child,  George  Raft,  Claire  Trevor,  Dick 
P'oran.  Director:  Frank  Tuttle. 

Inside  Information.  .3040.  . (62) June  8 

Action  Drama.  A rookie  cop  uses  scientific 


methods  to  capture  jewel  robbers.  June  Lang, 
Dick  Foran,  Harry  Carey,  Mary  Carlisle.  Direc- 
tor: Charles  Lament. 

111  She  'J'he.  .2027  . . ( 70)  . . . . . . Apr.  82 

Mystery  Drama,  A Crime  Club  mystery  where- 
in the  body  or  a murdered  woman  disappears 
from  the  morgue.  Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenks. 
Rowland  Drew.  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  Otis 
Garrett. 

My  Man  Godfrey.  . (93)  . .Reissue June  8 

Comedy.  A “socialite  hobo”  lands  a butler’s 
job  in  a wealthy,  madcap  household  with  two 
wild  daughters  who  cause  no  end  of  trouble 
when  they  both  fall  in  love  with  him.  William 
Powell,  Carole  Lombard.  Director:  Gregory  La 
Cava. 

Mystery  of  the  White  Room.  .3037.  . (58)  .. -Mar,  17 
Melodrama.  Mystery  stalks  through  hospital 
corridors  when  the  head  surgeon  is  killed  while 
performing  an  operation.  Bruce  Cabot,  Helen 
Mack,  Joan  Woodbury.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Pirates  of  the  Skies.  .3033. . (61) Feb.  3 

Action  Drama.  A daredevil  transport  flier  joins 
the  State  Air  Force  and  uncovers  a gang  of 
crooks  who  have  been  transporting  their  stolen 
loot  by  plane.  Kent  Taylor,  Rochelle  Hudson, 
Lucieu  Littlefield.  Director:  Joe  McDonough. 

Risky  Business.  .3029.  . (78)  Mar.  3 

Melodrama.  A hard-boiled  newspaper  columnist 
interests  himself  in  the  news  angle  behind  the 
abduction  of  a movie  financier’s  daughter,  but 
loses  his  life  to  save  the  girl,  George  Murphy, 
Dorothea  Kent,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  Frances 
Robins^»n.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Society  Smugglers  (formerly  Key  Woman) 

3024..  (70)  Feb.  24 

Drama.  A member  of  the  Treasury  Department 
trails  a gang  of  international  smugglers  oper- 
ating as  luggage  manufacturers.  Preston  Fos- 
ter, Irene  Hervey.  Director:  Joe  May. 

Son  of  Frankenstein.  .3004. . (94) Jan,  13 

Horror.  Drama.  A scientist’s  son  sets  out  to 
redeem  his  father’s  name  and  succeeds  in 
destroying  the  monster.  Basil  Rathbone,  Boris 
Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi.  Director:  Rowland  V. 
Lee. 

Spirit  of  Culver.  .3014.  . (90) Mar.  10 

Drama.  A war  orphan  in  a military  school  is 
embittered  over  the  belief  his  father  was  killed 
In  action  in  the  World  War.  Jackie  Cooper, 
Freddie  Bartholomew,  Henry  Hull,  Andy  Devine. 
Director;  Joseph  Santley. 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The.  .3009. . (94) June  9 

Drama.  Two  brothers  in  the  British  civil  ser- 
vice find  themselves  faced  with  an  interna- 
tional crisis  that  might  rock  the  entire  world 
if  their  heroic  efforts  fail.  Douglas  Fairbanks 
jr.,  Basil  Rathbone,  Barbara  O’Neil,  Lionel 
Atwill.  Director:  Rowland  Lee. 

They  Asked  for  It.  .3910. . (61)  May  26 

Action  Drama.  A small  town  newspaper,  try- 
ing to  capitalize  on  sensational  news,  points  to 
the  death  of  a farmer  as  murder,  and  gradually 
uncovers  enough  evidence  to  prove  it  was  real 
murder.  William  Lundigan,  Joy  Hodges,  Mich- 
ael Whalen.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up.  ,3001. . (87) ..  .Mar.  24 
Comedy  With  Music.  Sequel  to  its  predecessor, 
“Three  Smart  Girls,”  in  which  complications 
and  misunderstandings  arise  when  one  sister 
becomes  engaged.  Deanna  Durbin,  Nan  Grey, 
Helen  Parrish.  Director:  Henry  Koster. 

Unexi>ecte(l  Father  (Formerly  Sandy  Takes 

a Bow)..  (89)  July  7 

Comedy.  Baby  Sandy,  the  child  sensation  in 
“East  Side  of  Heaven,”  plays  the  starring  role 
in  her  second  film,  as  an  orphan  who  is  cared 
for  by  her  mother’s  dancing  partner.  Measles 
and  the  authorities  intervene,  but  the  baby 
goes  on  a hunger  strike  until  she  is  returned. 
Baby  Sandy,  Shirley  Ross,  Dennis  O’Keefe, 
Mischa  Auer.  Director:  Charles  Lament. 

When  Tomorrow  Comes..  (..)  Aug.  11 

Drama.  Irene  Dunne  and  Charles  Boyer  fall 
in  love,  but  she  agrees  to  forget  about  him 
when  Boyer  introduces  her  to  his  wife,  who  is 
mentally  ill,  Boyer,  Dunne,  and  Nydia  West- 
man.  Director:  John  Stahl. 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man.  .3005.  . (76)  ..Feb.  17 
Comedy.  Gags  and  guffaws  against  a circus 
background.  W.  C.  Fields,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie 
McCarthy.  Director:  George  Marshall. 


Worner  Bros. 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden.  .321 . . (58) Mar.  18 

Action  Drama.  From  the  newspaper  comic 
strip  cartoon,  detailing  the  adventures  of  the 
feminine  star  reporter,  who  is  assigned  to  trace 
down  the  mysterious  killing  of  a society  girl. 
Rosella  Towne,  William  Gargan,  James  Stephen- 
son. Director:  Terry  Morse. 

Dodge  City.  .304.  .(104)  0 Apr.  8 

Outdoor  Drama.  A spectacle  of  the  west  back 
in  '72  when  the  railroad  reached  Southwest 


Kansas  and  the  steers  out  of  Texas  made  that 
outpost  town  a roaring  beehive  of  activity. 
Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  De  Havilland.  Director: 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Heirs  Kitchen.  .313.  .(81)  July  8 

Action  Drama.  A philanthropic  gangster  on 
probation  takes  charge  of  a wayward  home  for 
boys,  but  pandemonium  breaks  out  when  the 
gangster  is  framed  and  the  institution  threaten- 
ed. Dead  End  Kids,  Grant  Mitchell,  Stanley 
Fields,  Ronald  Reagan,  Margaret  Lindsay.  Di- 
rectors: Lewis  Seiler  and  E.  A.  Dupont. 

Indianapolis  Speedway.  .315.  . (82)  Aug.  5 

Drama.  A racer  tries  to  keep  his  kid  brother 
from  the  track  and  from  the  latter’s  girl.  He 
fails  in  both,  but  reconcilation  comes  when 
both  ride  to  victory  in  the  big  race.  Pat 
O’Brien,  Ann  Sheridan.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Juarez.  .301. . (127)  June  10 

Historical  Drama.  An  Indian  boy  becomes 
Mexico’s  liberator  in  its  fight  for  Democracy 
in  18  64.  Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis,  Brian  Aherne. 
Director;  William  Dieterle. 

King  of  the  Underworld.  .317.  . (69) Jan.  38 

Melodz'ama.  A woman  doctor  avenges  the  mur- 
der of  her  husband  by  temporarily  blinding  a 
mob  of  gangsters,  thus  aiding  the  police  in 
their  capture.  Humphrey  Bogart,  Kaj 
James  Stephenson.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter.  .324.  . (69) . .June  17 
Drama.  Nancy  does  some  more  detectifying  in 


her  own  way  to  save  an  innocent  man  from  the 
electric  chair.  Bonita  Granville,  Frankie 
Thomas,  John  Litel.  Director:  William  Clemons. 

Naughty  But  Nice.  .311.  . (90)  July  1 


Comedy  With  Music.  A music  professor,  raised 
by  maiden  aunts,  goes  to  New  York  to  market 
his  rhapsody,  and  meets  a fourth  aunt  who 
shows  him  the  swing  side  of  music.  Dick 
Powell,  Ann  Sheridan,  Gale  Page.  Director: 
Ray  Enright. 

Off  the  Record  (formerly  Unfit  to  Print) 

314..  (68)  Jan.  81 

Drama.  A girl  reporter  ‘marries  a newspaper- 
man so  they  can  'care  for  a youngster  who  has 
been  made  the  tool  of  a gambling  ring.  Through 
the  boy  they  find  the  leader.  Joan  Blondell, 
Pat  O’Brien,  Bobby  Jordan.  Director:  James 
Flood. 

Okiahoina  Kid.  .308. . (HO)  Mar.  11 

Outdoor  Drama.  A notorious  outlaw  avenges  the 
murder  of  his  father  and  brother,  at  the  same 
time  ridding  a pioneer  town  from  the  rule  of 
the  gambler  responsible  for  the  murders.  James 
Cagney,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Rosemary  Lane.  Di- 
rector: Lloyd  Bacon. 

On  Trial.  .323.  . (68)  Apr.  1 

Melodrama.  A dramatization  of  Elmer  Rice’s 
play,  in  which  the  main  character,  on  trial  for 
murder,  refuses  to  lift  a finger  in  his  own  de- 
fense. His  wife  disappears  but  turns  up  at  the 
right  moment  to  convince  the  jury  that  her 
husband’s  act  was  justified.  John  Litel,  Mar- 
garet Lindsay,  James  Stephenson.  Director: 
Terry  Morse. 

Secret  Service  of  the  Air.  .380. . (61) Mar.  4 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  the  federal  govern- 
ment’s activities  in  rounding  up  a ring  of  crooks 
smuggling  aliens  into  the  country  across  the 
Mexican  border.  Ronald  Reagan,  Ha  Rhodes. 
Director:  Noel  Smith. 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal .. 307 ..  (89) Jan.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  The  social  reform  of  a hard- 
boiled  fighter  who,  thinking  himself  guilty  of 
murder,  hides  out  on  an  Arizona  fruit  ranch. 
John  Garfield,  Claude  Rains,  Ann  Sheridan, 
Dead  End  Kids.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Torchy  Plays  With  Dyiiamife.  .326.  . (59) . . Aug.  18 
Comedy.  Newspaperwoman  Torchy  goes  to  jail 
to  get  next  to  a gangster’s  girl.  In  a jailbreak 
she  saves  the  girl’s  life  and  the  gangster  is  ap- 
prehended. Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor.  .322.  . (60) May  13 

Comedy  Drama.  When  Torchy’s  paper  refuses 
to  print  an  expose  of  crooked  city  politics,  she 
decides  a new  mayor  is  necessary  and  through 
the  perpetration  of  a practical  joke  becomes 
the  winning  candidate.  Glenda  Farrell,  Bar- 
ton MacLane.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

Waterfront.  .385.  . (59)  July  15 

Action  Drama.  The  lives,  loves  and  hates  of 
the  longshoremen  and  stevedores.  Gloria  Dick- 
son, Dennis  Morgan,  Ward  Bond.  Director: 
Terry  Morse. 

Ic  ings  of  the  Navy.  .309. . (89) Feb.  11 

Action  Drama.  A pilot,  jealous  of  his  brother’s 
success  in  the  naval  air  service,  sets  a record 
of  his  own.  George  Brent,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
John  Payne.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Women  in  the  Wind.  .316.  . (65) Apr,  15 

Action  Drama.  An  aviatrix,  in  need  of  money 
for  an  operation  on  her  crippled  brother,  enters 
the  women’s  air  derby,  and  ends  up  a la  “Wrong 
Way”  Corrigan.  Kay  Francis,  William  Gargan, 
Victor  Jory.  Director:  John  Farrow. 
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A 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge  (Col)  July  8 
Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 
Adventures  of  Jane  Arden  (WB) 

Feb.  18 

Alexander  Nevsky  (Amk)  Apr.  15 
Almost  a Gentleman  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 
(M-G-M)  July  15 
Arizona  Legion  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox)  Nov  12 
Awful  Truth  (Col)  reissue 

e 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 
Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para)  Apr.  15 
Bad  Lands  (RKO)  July  29 
Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 

Jan.  28 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug.  5 
Big  Town  Czar  (Univ)  Apr.  22 
Bizarre,  Bizarre  (Lenauer)  Apr.  15 
Black  Limelight  (SR)  July  8 
Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 
Blazing  .sixes  (WB) 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 
Blondie  Meets  the  Buss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col) 

July  22 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13 
Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan  21 
Boys  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 
Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27 
Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 
Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride  (Para) 
June  24 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret  Police 

(Para)  Apr.  8 

c 

Cafe  .Society  (Para)  Feb.  11 
Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M)  Apr.  29 
Captain  Fury  (UA)  May  13 
Career  (RKO)  July  1 
Champs-Flysees  (Tri-National) 

Feb.  25 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 
Charlie  Chan  in  Reno  (20th-Fox) 
June  3 

Cbasing  Danger  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  7 
Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th-Fox) 
Climbing  High  (20th-Fox)  Apr.  22 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col)  June  10 
Coast  Guard  (Col) 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 
May  13 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Univ)  Jan.  28 
Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  Aug.  5 
Concentrutiou  Camp  (Amk)  Mar.  25 
Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  29 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18 
Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  June  8 
Crisis  (Kline)  Mar.  25 
Curtain  Rises,  The  (Frank  Kassler) 
Apr.  29 

D 

Dark  Victory  (FN)  Mar.  11 
Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  June  24 
Dodge  City  (WB)  Apr.  8 
Double  Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line 

(Tower)  Apr.  29 

Down  the  Wjoming  Trail  (Mono) 
June  17 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono)  Mar.  25 
Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 

E 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ)  Apr.  15 
Easy  Money  (Inv) 

Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for  Women 
(20th-Fox)  July  29 
Escape  From  Yesterday  (SR) 
Everybody  Dance  (GBi 
Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  3 
Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 
Ex-Champ  (Univ)  May  20 
F 

Family  Next  Door  (Univ)  Apr.  8 
Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 
Federal  Mail-Hunt  (Rep)  Jan.  14 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21 

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO)  Feb.  4 
Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10 
l ixer  Dugan  (RK(')  Apr.  29 
Flying  Irishman  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
Foolisli  Virgin  (SRl  Jan.  21 
For  I..ove  or  Money  (Univ)  Apr.  22 
Forbidden  Music  (SR)  Jan.  14 
Forged  Passport  (Rep)  Feb.  11 
Forgotten  Woman,  The  (Univ)  July  8 
Four  Feathers  (UA)  June  24 
Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)  Jan  28 
400,000,000,  The  (Garrison)  Mar.  25 
Friends  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  July  29 


Frontier  Pony  Express  (Rep)  Apr.  15 
Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17 

r. 

Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  24 
Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10 
Gang’s  All  Here,  The  (Asso. -British) 
Apr.  29 

Girl  and  the  Gambler,  The  (RKO). 
June  10 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20 
Girl  From  Rio  (Mono)  Aug.  12 
Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)  June  24 
Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  May  20 
Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27 
Grade  Allen  Murder  (iase  (Para) 
May  13 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para)  May  20 
Grand  Illusion  (World) 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Giinga  Din  (RKO)  Feb.  4 
G 

Hardys  Ride  High,  The  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22 

Hatred  (World) 

Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24 
Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25 

Heroes  of  the  Marne  (SR)  May  6 
Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep)  Feb.  18 
llonnluhi  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 
Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22 
Hound  of  the  Baskervilles,  The 
(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 
lloiisemaster  (Alliance)  Apr.  15 
House  of  Fear,  The  (Univ)  May  20 
Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 


I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  July  22 
I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  25 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 
idiot’s  Delight  (M-(i-M)  Feb.  4 
illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5 
I’m  From  Missouri  (Para)  Mar.  25 
Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB)  July  15 
Indiscretions  (SR)  May  20 
In  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  July  15 
In  Old  Montana  (Spectrum)  Apr.  8 
Inside  Information  (Univ)  June  10 
Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 
Inspector  llornleigh  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para)  July  29 
It  Could  Happen  to  You  (20th-Fox) 
June  3 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13 

I 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  21 
Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 
(20th-Fox)  May  27 
Juarez  (WB)  Apr.  29 

& 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 
Kid  From  Texas,  The  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 

King  of  Chinatown  (Para)  Mar.  11 
King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14 

L 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11 
l.4id.v  in  the  Morgue  (Univ)  Oct.  23 
Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M)  Aug.  12 
Lady’s  From  Kentucky  (Para) 

Apr.  15 

Law  Comes  to  Texas  (Col)  May  27 
Lenin  in  1918  (SR)  July  8 
I.et  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M)  Feb.  25 
Let  Us  l.ive  (Col)  Feb.  18 
l.ittle  Pal  (Mono) 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  25 
Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 
Lost  Patrol  (RKO)  reissue 
Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
Lucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6 

M 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA)  Feb.  11 
Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 
Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 
Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  and  His  Wife,  A (French  Films) 
Apr.  15 

Man  From  Sundown  (Col)  Aug.  5 
Man  From  Texas  (Mono)  Aug.  12 
Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  July  8 
Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15 
Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8 
Manliattan  Shakedown  (Warwick) 
Apr.  22 

Marseillaise  (World) 

Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 
Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1 
Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para)  July  15 
Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 
Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29 
Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8 


Mothers  of  Today  (Apex),  Mar.  25 
Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 
(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18 
Mr.  Moto  Takes  a V’acation  (20th- 
Fox)  Nov.  19 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th- 
Fox)  Dec.  24 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown  (Mono) 

July  22 

Murder  Is  News  (SR)  July  8 
Mutiny  on  the  Elsinore  (Regal) 

Feb.  25 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ)  reissue 
My  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col)  Mar.  18 
Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18 

Mystery  of  the  White  Room  (Univ) 
Apr.  1 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN)  Jan.  28 
Nanc.v  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB) 
Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10 
Navy  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18 
Never  Sa.v  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11 
New'  Frontier  (Rep) 

New  Horizons  (SR)  May  27 
News  Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox) 
July  8 

Night  Itiders  (Rep)  Apr.  8 
Night  W’ork  (Para)  Aug.  12 
North  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11 
North  of  the  Yukon  (Col)  July  1 
O 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO)  reissue 
Oklahoma  Kid  (WB)  Mar.  18 
On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  July  8 
On  Trial  (WB)  Mar.  25 
Only  Angels  Have  VV’ings  (Col) 

May  20 

Oppenheim  Family,  The  (SR)  June  3 
Drphuils  ol  the  I’ecOs  (Vic) 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.  5 
Outlaws’  Paradise  (Victory)  Apr.  29 
Outside  These  Walls  (Col)  June  3 
H 

Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  Deo.  31 
Pagliaeci  (GB) 

Panama  Lady  (RKO) 

Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8 
Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  Dec.  24 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28 
Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
Puritan,  The  (Lenauer)  Mar.  25 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  10 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 
May  20 

Rangle  River  (SR)  May  20 
Red  River  Range  (Rep)  Apr.  29 
Ret  Ill'll  of  the  Cisco  Kid,  The 
(20th-Fox)  Apr.  29 
Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono) 

Risky  Business  (Univ)  Mar.  11 
Rollin’  Westward  (Mono)  Apr.  1 
Roniance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col) 
Apr.  29 

Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 
Rose  of  Washington  Square 
(20th-Fox)  May  13 
Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep)  Mar.  25 
Rongli  Riding  Rhythm  (Conn) 

S 

Saint  in  London  (RKO)  July  1 
Saint  Strikes  Back,  'The  (RKO) 

Feb.  18 

Scorched  Earth  (SR)  May  27 
Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feb.  11 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M)  Mar.  25 
She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 
Shine  Un,  Harvest  Muon  (Rep) 

May  27 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono)  Aug.  5 
Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep) 

July  22 

.Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3 
Six-Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18 
6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3 
Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17 
Smoky  Trails  (SP) 

Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 
■Society  Smugglers  (Univ)  Mar.  11 
Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13 
Son  of  Franlcenstein  (Univ)  Jan.  21 
Sorority  House  (RKO)  Apr.  22 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 
Southward,  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17 
Special  Inspector  (SR)  May  6 
S|>ellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 
Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col)  June  10 
Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  Mar.  4 
Spy  of  Napoleon  (SR)  May  27 
Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 


Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M)  Jan.  7 
Stand-In  (UA)  Oct.  9 
Starlight  Over  Texas  (Mono) 

Star  of  JMidnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25 
St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Stolen  Life  (Para)  Apr.  29 
Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 
(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 
Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle 
(RKO)  Mar.  18 
Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24 

Street  of  Missing  Men  (Rep)  Apr.  ?-9 
Streets  of  New  York  (Mono)  Apr.  15 
Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 
Sudden  Money  (Para)  Mar.  25 
Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ)  June  10 
Sundown  on  Prairie  (Mono)  Apr.  1 
Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 
Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 
Fox)  June  17 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (FN)  Apr.  22 

T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  4 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M)  June  3 
Tell  No  'Tales  (M-G-M)  May  20 
Texas  Stampede  (Col)  June  10 
Texas  Wildcats  (SR)  June  24 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  July  8 
They  Asked  for  It  (Univ)  July  8 
They  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 
Jan.  7 

They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  15 
Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  11 
Three  of  a Kind  (Inv) 

'Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 
(Univ)  Mar.  25 

Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep)  June  24 
Three  Waltzes  (SR)  May  20 
Thundering  West  (Col)  Apr.  15 
'Tiger  Hunt  (World)  Apr.  29 
Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24 
'Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24 

Topper  Takes  a 'Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Blane  in  Chinatown  (FN) 
'Torchy  Plays  With  Dynamite  (WB) 
Aug.  5 

'Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB)  Apr.  1 
Tough  Kid  (Mono)  Jan.  14 
1 lapped  by  O-Men  (Col)  reviewed 
under  title  (River  o£  Missing  Men) 
Sept.  11 

Trapped  in  the  Sky  (Col)  Feb.  18 
'Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  May  13 
I'rouble  in  Sundown  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
'Tumbleweeds  (SR)  reissue  May  27 
'Twelve  Crowded  Hours  (RKO) 

Feb.  18 

Tyiihoon  'Treasure  (SR)  May  27 

U 

UiMlercover  Agent  (Mono) 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para)  May  27 
Under  Suspicion  tCol)  Nov.  27 
Unexpected  Father  (Univ)  July  22 
I nion  Pacific  (Para)  May  6 
Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 

w 

IVanted  by  Scotland  Yard  (Mono) 
Apr.  29 

Ware  Case,  The  (20th-Pox)  July  29 
Waterfront  (WB)  July  1 
Way  Down  South  (RKO)  July  15 
Western  Caravans  (Col) 

When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) 

While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox) 
Oct.  22 

Whispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
Wife,  Husband  and  Friend 
(20tli-Fox)  Feb.  18 
Will  of  the  Peoiile  (SR)  Mar.  4 
Winner  'Take  All  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  25 
Wings  of  the  Nav.v  (WB)  Jan.  21 
Winter  Carnival  (UA)  July  15 
Within  the  Law  (M-G-M)  Mar.  18 
Without  a Home  (Foreign  Cinema 
Arts)  Apr.  15 
Wolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 
Woman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4 
Women  in  the  Wind  (WB)  Feb.  4 
Wiithering  Heights  (UA)  Apr.  1 
Wyoming  Outlaw  (Rep)  July  15 

Y 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  Feb.  26 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder 

(FN)  Jan.  28 

Yoiuig  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 

June  10 

Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Univ)  Oct.  1 

z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18 

Zero  Hour,  Tlie  (Rep)  May  27 
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GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


REAR  SHUTTERS  FOR  SIMPLEX. 
$29.50!  Here’s  value — while  they  last.  Take 
advantage — modernize  your  Simplex  by 
installing  rear  shutters.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


DON’T  NEGLECT  YOUR  THEATRE 
FOR  LACK  OP  MONEY!  Re-equip,  using 
S.O.S.  easy  time  payment  plan — -available 
on  quality  theatre  equipment.  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  gyro-stablizer.  Amplifiers  with  cop- 
per oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  Dealers, 
Kansas  City  territory — STEBBINS,  1804 
Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


USED  EQUIPIffiNT 


FOR  SALE  — Simplex  machine  with 
sound  head.  Opera  House,  Triplett,  Mo. 


WILL  SELL  HOLMES  equipment.  Large 
magazines.  Martin  Teker,  Sheridan,  Mont. 


TRADE  SOP  portables  for  16mm  sound 
film.  Shafer,  Washington,  Ind. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coUs, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


MONEY  TALKS!  We  offer  silent  Multi- 
blade rotor  blowers — size  12",  $17.00;  size 
18",  $31.50;  size  24",  $52.50;  size  30", 
$125.00.  We  manufacture  all  sizes  of  wash- 
ers and  pad  systems.  Get  our  prices  before 
you  buy.  Peterson  “Preezem”  Mfg.  & Sales 
Co.,  Victor  4075,  316  Southwest  Blvd., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BEAT  THE  HEAT  with  a “Zephyr” 
Blower.  Immediate  shipment,  all  sizes, 
$39.50  up.  Cool  your  house  now — make 
your  patrons  comfortable.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St..  Bos- 
ton. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  CHAffiS 

LOOK  AT  THIS  CHAIR  VALUE— 950 
American  Seating,  ball  bearing,  nine  ply 
inserted  panel  backs,  squab  cushions.  Good 
condition,  95c  each.  Many  others.  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

OPERA  CHAIRS— Rebuilt  like  new.  We 
also  build  new  cushions  and  back  to  fit 
your  present  standards.  Work  and  mate- 
rials guaranteed.  Terms  to  suit.  Also  for 
sale,  all  types  of  reconditioned  used  the- 
atre chairs.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  8z  Sons  Co., 
2159  Kinnickinnic  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  sinci 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE  — 250  seats; 
northeast  Missouri  town  of  1,200;  two  pay- 
rolls. State  Theatre,  LaGrange,  Missouri. 


THEATRE  LEASE  FOR  SALE— Town  of 
2,500;  350  seats;  latest  RCA  sound.  Write 
Box  154,  Proctor,  Minnesota. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED  TO  LEASE  WITH  OPTION 
TO  BUY — Small  town  theatre  in  South- 
ern state.  Reply  Box  423,  Shelby,  N.  C. 

TO  LEASE  OR  BUY— Small  theatre  in 
Virginia,  West  Virginia,  or  Maryland.  Full 
particulars.  7 Myrtle  St.,  Alexandria,  Va. 


PARTNER  WANTED 


AMERICAN  owning  chain  of  10  theatres 
in  Brazil  desires  partner  with  ability  to 
take  over  active  direction;  prefer  one  who 
speaks  Portuguese  or  Spanish;  must  have 
capital.  With  active  partner,  can  easily 
expand  to  20  theatres.  Reference:  Uni- 
versal Films,  New  York.  Charles  Sturgis, 
Santa  Maria,  Rio  Grande  de  Sul,  Brazil. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


POSITION  WANTED  — Manager;  14 
years’  experience.  Excellent  references, 
married,  sober,  capable.  B-1143,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


YOUNG  EXPERIENCED  MAN  will  man- 
age theatre,  any  size,  anywhere;  have  pro- 
jectionist license;  references.  Write  John 
Baxter,  R.  D.  No.  1,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 


What  Do  You  Want? 


—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB,  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 


Whatever  you  want — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HEEE  IS  YOUR  HAMDY  ORDERS*  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  oi  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  12,  1939 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  precedins:  publication  date. 


Wf 


A\r.  WONC  ft.  CWNWOWN 


r 


A TOP  NOTCH  MYSTERY  THRILLER!” 


WITH 


KARLOFF 


MARJORIE  REYNOLDS 
GRANT  WITHERS 
PETER  GEORGE  LYNN 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


PAPA’S  NOT  HOME 
HE  WENT  TO  SEE 
LADY  OF  THE 
TROPICS! 

Dear  Mr.  Exhibitor: 

They  are  calling  out  the  cops  from  Coast  to  Coast!  A phe- 
nomenal attraction,  as  predicted,  is  ROBERT  TAYLOR 
and  HEDY  LAMARR  in  M-G-M’s  “LADY  OF  THE 
TROPICS.”  It’s  a lovely  summer  for  M-G-M  exhibitors, 
isn’t  it?  Next:  “THE  WIZARD  OF  OZ.” 

Directed  by  Jack  Conway  • Produced  by  Sam  Zirhbalist  • Saeen  Play  by  Ben  Hechr 
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LIKE  THE  BABBLING  BROOK 


* * r T NTIL  now  Allied  States  Association  has  chosen 
to  ignore  the  attacks  made  on  it  and  its  leaders 
by  certain  distributor  representatives,  trade  paper  edi- 
tors and  subsidized  and  over  ambitious  exhibitor  lead- 
ers following  Allied's  rejection  of  the  proposed  code  at 
the  Minneapolis  convention.  This  was  because  the  mo- 
tives of  Allied's  critics  were  so  well  known  to  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  that,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
the  poison  carried  its  own  antidote." 

Which  is  why,  it  might  be  supposed.  Allied  follows 
this  opening  paragraph  of  its  latest  bulletin  with  ap- 
proximately five  thousand  words  seeking  to  explain  what 
presumably  requires  no  explanation. 

It  is  an  old  device,  but  its  age  gives  it  no  greater 
respectability  than  it  does  added  conviction.  The  in- 
ordinate lengths  to  which  Allied  resorts  in  its  effort  to 
chronologically  tell  what  happened  to  this  and  to  that 
incident  in  code  negotiations  is  in  itself  a damaging  sign 
of  weakness,  a desire  to  split  hairs  or  a scheme  to  plug 
large  and  gaping  loopholes.  This  department,  as  one 
of  its  many  and  frequently  tiresome  duties,  read  that 
bulletin  from  one  end  to  the  other  and  catalogues  it  on 
the  boresome  side.  A lot  of  Allied  members  for  whom 
it  is  intended,  no  doubt,  will  agree  before  they  finish 
the  scanning,  if  they  do. 

For  the  history  which  Allied  essays  is  ancient  stuff  by 
this  time.  The  recollection  is  it  has  been  warmed  over 
in  one  form  or  another  a number  of  times  and  now 
the  hash  is  no  more  appetizing  for  the  latest  browning. 
Yet,  because  the  record,  oftimes  swollen  with  futilities, 
ought  to  be  maintained,  perhaps  some  attention  should 
be  directed  to  this  latest  gurgle  from  the  Allied  babbling 
brook. 

Here  and  there  and  more  or  less  at  random,  then; 

Allied,  which  has  little  cause  to  beef  about  the  treat- 
ment accorded  it  by  the  industry's  press,  complains  that 
"there  has  been  no  trade  paper  criticism  whatever  of 
the  reckless  policy  of  the  Big  Eight  which  has  brought 
down  upon  their  heads  the  four  pending  government 
prosecutions  and  the  prospect  of  more,  countless  private 
suits  and  the  imminent  passage  of  the  Neely  bill  and 
possibly  other  more  onerous  legislation." 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  BOXOFFICE  now,  memory  and 
the  files  show  this  publication,  at  any  rate,  has  been 
sharply  critical  of  the  iniquities  largely  inherent  in  the 
current  clearance  situation,  for  instance.  Editorial  warn- 
ings, too,  have  been  sounded  on  at  least  several  occa- 


sions that  economic  might  is  not  necessarily  synonymous 
with  economic  right. 

Allied  views  as  "trivia"  editorial  attacks  against  it  for 
having  tricked  major  sales  executives  to  Minneapolis 
to  discuss  the  code  when  the  organization  already  had 
determined  to  turn  it  down,  for  its  board  to  have  voted 
code  rejection  before  those  executives  had  been  ac- 
corded a hearing  and  for  "minor"  inaccuracies  in  the 
rejection  report  of  the  negotiating  committee.  As  effec- 
tive an  answer  as  any  on  those  points  is  to  dismiss  the 
difference  of  opinion  as  a variance  in  point  of  view. 
BOXOFFICE,  let  it  be  said,  sticks  to  its  original  conclu- 
sion that  Allied  indulged  in  chicanery  and  bad  faith 
on  all  three. 

Departing  completely  from  the  truth,  however,  the 
bulletin  states  those  trade  papers  "most  critical  of  Allied/' 
of  which  this  is  most  certainly  one,  ignored  the  report 
of  that  committee.  As  a matter  of  fact,  this  paper  not 
only  published  the  text  in  full,  but  published  it  ahead  of 
all  others  in  its  eastern  and  national  editions  of  June  17 
and  picked  up  for  other  editions  the  succeeding  week. 
It  is  in  the  record  and  nothing  can  alter  that,  not  even 
falsification  in  an  Allied  bulletin. 

In  the  column  of  untruths,  as  well,  is  a charge  trade 
papers  stimulated  the  rumors  Thurman  Arnold  might  re- 
tire from  the  department  of  justice  after  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, the  idea  here  tying  in  with  Allied's  conception  of 
why  the  lawyers  for  the  majors  were  endeavoring  to 
block  the  government  case  by  every  possible  legal 
means,  and  from  the  attorney's  angle  why  not?  The 
Arnold  report  first  appeared  in  the  daily  press  and 
only  then  reached  into  the  trade  press,  as  Allied  and 
the  author  of  its  bulletin  either  know  or  now  learn. 

But  regardless  of  all  this  or  of  all  that,  the  inescapable 
conviction  sitting  alongside  this  typewriter  is  that  Allied 
currently  reaches  out  in  some  form  of  desperation  to 
justify  its  position  in  turning  down  the  code  for  its  cam- 
paign of  relief  by  legislation  and  litigation.  From  time 
to  time  such  a right  has  been  recognized  on  this  very 
page  as  Allied's  privilege,  but  the  boys  don't  have  to 
strive  so  frantically  to  overload  the  proof. 

It  gets  to  bad  technique  after  a time. 


THEATREMEN  CAST  MAJORITY  VOTE  AGAINST 
CURRENT  CLEARANCES;  WANT  THEM  REVISED 


Majors  Stand  Firm  on  Schedules; 
Say  Changes  Imply  They're  Guilty 

New  York — Despite  the  suits  filed  against  independent  circuits  by  the  govern- 
ment which  alleges  monopolistic  activities,  major  distributors,  co-defendants  in  all 
of  the  actions,  state  they  have  no  intention  of  changing  present  clearances.  The 
reason,  according  to  sales  executives,  is  that  if  voluntary  changes  in  protection  were 
to  be  made,  it  would  be  tantamount  to  an  admission  of  guilt. 

Some  companies  admit  they  do  not  care  to  sell  second  run  in  certain  situations, 
regardless  of  what  other  distributors  may  do.  It  is  held  that  the  reason  for  not  selling 
other  types  of  theatres  is  because  the  practice  encourages  reopening  of  "dumps" 
and  the  conversion  of  halls  into  theatres.  These  buildings,  it  is  argued,  are  so  out- 
moded they  should  have  been  tom  down  ten  to  20  years  ago. 

Further,  it  is  concluded,  the  distributor  has  a right  to  protect  his  revenue  in  any 
given  situation.  By  selling  "outmoded"  second  and  third  runs,  it  is  felt  the  income 
from  the  first  runs  will  be  materially  pared. 


Seems  Most  Troublesome 
In  Central,  Midwest, 

Least  in  the  East 

The  consensus  of  exhibitor  opinion 
throughout  the  country  is  opposed  to  cur- 
rent clearance  schedules  by  a percentage 
of  58.04  to  41.06,  the  second  in  the  series 
of  Boxoffice  surveys  of  industry  problems 
reveals.  Specifically,  the  answers  to  the 
question,  "Are  You  Satisfied  With  Your 
Current  Clearance  Schedules?”  broke  as: 
“Yes”  41.06  per  cent,  “No”  58.04  per  cent. 

Apparently,  the  majority  of  those  who 
want  the  trade  practice  code  also  are  dis- 
satisfied with  their  clearance  schedules, 
the  Boxoffice  survey  in  the  issue  of  Aug- 
ust 5 disclosing  a preference  for  the  self- 
regulation plan  by  a vote  of  67  per  cent 
for  to  33  per  cent  against. 

Territorially,  however,  the  results  differ 
widely.  Where  ten  states  voted  solidly  in 
favor  of  the  code,  only  two  (Arizona  and 
Nevada)  express  themselves  as  satisfied 
with  their  clearance  setups.  Three  states, 
however,  take  a rap  at  clearance  by  regis- 
tering 100  per  cent  in  the  “No”  column. 
They  are  Rhode  Island,  Alabama  and 
Wyoming.  Only  Wyoming  voted  100  per 
cent  against  the  code. 

Clearance,  or  protection,  apparently  sup- 
plies the  most  trouble  in  the  central  and 
midwest  territories,  rating  the  boot  by 
slightly  over  68  per  cent  in  each  area.  It 
seemingly  causes  less  bother  in  the  eastern 
states,  current  schedules  there  getting  the 
nod  by  a fraction  over  55  per  cent,  the  only 
territory,  incidentally,  to  rack  up  a ma- 
jority in  the  satisfied  column. 

Into  such  computation  is  not  figured  the 
“maybes,”  the  “don’t  knows”  or  the  “yes, 
buts.”  Only  straight  “yes”  and  “no”  are 
considered.  The  fringe-riders  are  inter- 
esting chiefly  because  of  the  reasons  ad- 
vanced for  not  falling  into  a definite  col- 
umn. Some  say  certain  companies  are  con- 
siderate about  clearance,  others  severe. 
Still  other  showmen  say  they  are  not 
satisfied  now  but  see  indications  that  they 
might  be  on  the  new  season’s  product, 
asking  that  their  answers  be  qualified  to 
that  extent. 

All  in  all,  and  sectionally  through  to  the 
national  picture  the  replies  are  revealing. 
A geographical  breakdown  for  detailed 
study  appears  in  the  table  on  the  op- 
posite page. 

And  what  showmen  have  to  say  indi- 
vidually on  the  subject  proves  thought- 
provoking,  as  some  of  the  comments  select- 
ed from  the  survey  for  reprinting  here 
disclose : 

Would  Let  First  Come 
Be  First  Served 

Let’s  stop  all  protection.  Fair  compe- 
tition is  good  and  will  help  any  business. 


so  let  first  come  be  first  served.  We  all 
know  that  clearance  is  just  a racket  and 
is  putting  the  people  who  built  this  busi- 
ness on  the  rocks.  If  the  producer-ex- 
hibitors and  large  chains  cannot  compete 
with  independent  theatres  they  should 
close  up  shop. 

— Maine  Exhibitor 


Local  Option  on  Clearance 
Seen  As  One  Solution 

Much  of  the  trouble  about  clearance,  or 
protection,  and  zoning  would  disappear  if 
the  local  district  and  branch  managers 
were  permitted  to  have  a voice  in  the  pro- 
tection their  companies  accord  the  circuits. 
Tliese  managers  know  something  about  the 
potential  income  if  clearance  periods  were 
reduced,  but  their  home  offices  seemingly 
consider  them  as  big  yokels  as  they  do  the 
exhibitors. 

— Wisconsin  Exhibitor 


Finds  Majors  Fair  in 
Working  Out  Schedules 

The  complaints  against  clearance  and 
protection  and  zoning  leave  me  cold.  In 
the  midst  of  chain  operation,  I find  that 


Expect  Squawks  From 
Small  Situations 

New  York — Most  of  the  complaints  on 
clearances  and  overbuying,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  special  arbitration  provi- 
sion of  the  code,  are  expected  to  be 
registered  by  exhibitors  whose  rentals 
average  from  $10  to  $30  a picture,  ac- 
cording to  a major  company  attorney. 
These  exhibitors,  in  order  to  have  pres- 
ent conditions  changed  will  have  to 
prove  their  cases  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  neutral  arbiters  who  will  hold  the 
key  vote  to  all  decisions,  it  is  pointed 
out. 


my  clearance  period  works  out  okay.  I 
pay  $25  a few  months  after  first  run  that 
costs  that  first  run  from  $500  to  $2,000. 
That’s  not  a bad  bargain  any  way  you 
look  at  it. 

— Illinois  Exhibitor 

Product  Limitation  to 
Circuits  Urged 

Nearly  all  of  the  agitation  against  ex- 
cessive clearance  would  disappear  if  ex- 
hibitors were  able  to  get  at  least  part  of 
their  supply  nearer  to  national  release 
date.  Why  not  limit  to  50  per  cent  the 
amount  of  product  available  to  major 
chains  on  a protected  playdate  arrange- 
ment and  let  the  independents  play  the 
rest  when  they  want  to.  Some  of  pictures 
that  turn  out  to  be  clucks  for  the  first  runs 
would  make  real  money  for  us  if  we  could 
get  them  earlier,  and  the  distributors 
would  profit  accordingly. 

— Indiana  Exhibitor 


Termed  Worst  Enemy 
Of  Small  Towns 

Clearance  is  the  worst  enemy  of  the 
small  town  showman.  It  is  unfair  when 
a circuit  operating  within  30  to  50  miles 
away  can  have  my  pictures  delayed  or 
withdrawn  because  they  are  not  ready  to 
play  them.  Protection  in  the  same  town 
is  not  so  bad,  provided  it  is  reasonable, 
but  I can  see  no  sense  in  the  system 
that  takes  in  the  entire  countryside. 

— Indiana  Exhibitor 

Quicker  Playdates  Seen 
As  Comeback  Incentive 

One  way  for  this  business  to  bounce  back 
to  normal  would  be  to  give  the  small  the- 
atre man  a chance  to  play  his  pictures 
sooner  after  first  run.  In  too  many  spots 
in  the  cities  the  big  fellows  always  try 
to  crowd  out  the  little  ones.  We  would 
all  make  more  money  if  the  big  guys  would 
limit  their  pressure  to  a drive  for  decent 
(Continued  First  Col.  Next  Page) 
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5B.04%  OF  BALLOTS  IN  "BOXOFFICE"  SURVEY, 
LED  BY  CODE  ADHERENTS,  ARE  FOR  NEW  DEAL 


Suggestions  Range  From 
Scrapping  Clearance 
To  "Divorcement" 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
profits  instead  of  a program  of  eradica- 
tion of  the  independent. 

— Illinois  Exhibitor 


Suggests  Protection  Based 
On  Value  of  Each  Picture 

While  I am  not  content  with  my  present 
clearance,  I realize  a first  run  paying  a 
high  rental  deserves  a reasonable  period 
of  protection  against  other  theatres.  But 
why  should  the  protection  be  the  same  on 
every  picture,  regardless  of  its  value?  Why 
not  base  subsequent  playdates  on  the  gross 
at  the  first  runs  and  push  through  faster 
those  films  that  don’t  click  too  heavily? 
What  they  miss  first  run  they  may  make 
up  for  subsequents,  with  everybody  reap- 
ing the  benefits.  This  idea,  which  I know 
would  prove  complicated  at  the  start,  might 
work  out. 

— Missouri  Exhibitor 


Says  Shorter  Clearance 
Would  Build  Patrons 

In  their  greed  the  big  chains  are  kill- 
ing the  business  when  they  think  that  by 
long  clearance  they  are  increasing  their 
profits.  Excessive  protection  is  slowly 
weaning  film  fans  from  the  neighborhood 
houses.  When  they  are  killed,  the  film 
business  dies,  because  in  their  appeal  to 
family  trade  the  neighborhood  houses  are 
the  cradle  of  the  film  patrons  of  the 
future. 

— Oregon  Exhibitor 


Clearance  No  Concern; 

Wants  "Bellylaughs" 

Take  all  the  clearance  you  want  and 
you  can’t  hurt  me  if  the  producers  will 
give  me  some  pictures  with  good  old-fash- 
ioned bellylaughs.  My  patrons  are  tired  of 
stifling  yawns  and  laughing  softly;  they 
want  to  lean  back  and  roar  when  some- 
body gets  socked  with  a custard  pie. 

— Illinois  Exhibitor 

Base  It  Solely  on 
Prices,  Is  Urged 

A fairer  type  of  clearance  is  based  sole- 
ly on  admission  prices,  and  I would  like 
to  see  the  value  of  the  giveaways  figured 
and  deducted  from  the  admission  prices  to 
set  the  bargain  dealing  theatre  owners 
further  back  on  the  schedule. 

— Minnesota  Exhibitor 

Still  Gets  Results 
From  Discussion 

Many  of  the  clearance  and  zoning  prob- 
lems can  be  adjusted  by  a friendly  dis- 


The  Vote 


Pet. 

Pet. 

"Yes" 

“No” 

EASTERN 

55+ 

44+ 

Delaware  

0 

0 

Maryland  

0 

0 

New  Jersey  

34 

66 

New  York  

57 

43 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  .. 

60 

40 

Virginia 

71 

29 

NEW  ENGLAND 

27+ 

72+ 

Connecticut 

35 

65 

Maine  

50 

50 

Massachusetts 

25 

75 

New  Hampshire 

0 

0 

Rhode  Island 

0 

100 

Vermont  

0 

0 

SOUTHERN 

45+ 

54+ 

Alabama  

0 

100 

Arkansas 

83 

17 

Florida  

50 

50 

Georgia  

75 

25 

Louisiana 

60 

40 

Mississippi 

50 

50 

North  Carolina  

57 

43 

Oklahoma  

38 

62 

South  Carolina  

50 

50 

Tennessee  

35 

65 

Texes  

48 

52 

MIDEAST 

42+ 

57+ 

Kentucky  

12 

88 

Michigan 

47 

53 

Ohio  

74 

26 

Western  Pennsylvania 

50 

50 

West  Virginia  

25 

75 

CENTRAL 

31  + 

68-t- 

Illinois  

35 

65 

Indiana  

32 

68 

Eastern  Missouri  

50 

50 

Wisconsin 

8 

92 

MIDWEST 

31  + 

68+ 

Iowa  

15 

85 

Kansas  

29 

71 

Minnesota  

30 

70 

Western  Missouri  

46 

54 

Nebraska  

20 

80 

North  Dakota 

20 

80 

South  Dakota  

62 

38 

WESTERN 

49 

51 

Arizona 

100 

0 

California 

38 

62 

Colorado 

50 

50 

Idaho  

25 

75 

Montana  

43 

57 

Nevada  

100 

0 

New  Mexico 

0 

0 

Oregon  

40 

60 

Utah  

50 

50 

Washington  

44 

56 

Wyoming  

0 

100 

cussion  with  the  independent’s  circuit  com- 
petitor. Bear  in  mind  that  too  often  the 
opinion  held  of  the  independent  by  the 
chain  man  has  been  put  there  by  the  in- 
dependent. Instead  of  letting  the  bitter- 


Some,  Dissatisfied,  Are 
Hopeful  for  New  Deal 
Under  Trade  Code 

ness  back  up,  and  instead  of  calling  my 
circuit  opposition  nasty  names  to  anyone 
who  will  listen,  I go  to  him  when  he 
squeezes  me  too  hard  and  we  manage  to 
work  out  a better  deal  for  me. 

— Ohio  Exhibitor 


“Divorcement"  Seen  As  Only 
Solution  to  Clearance 

Nearly  everything  else  has  been  tried 
and  has  failed.  The  only  thing  left  to  set- 
tle troublesome  clearance  and  zoning  seems 
to  be  complete  divorcement  of  producers 
and  exhibitors  from  the  theatre  business. 

— New  York  Exhibitor 


Says  Clearance  Schedule 
Inconsiderate 

The  clearance  schedule  in  this  territory 
is  very  unfair.  It  is  set  up  with  no  thought 
for  the  welfare  of  the  independent  exhibi- 
tor. 

— Wisconsin  Exhibitor 


Sees  Zoning  of  Vital 
Importance  Now 

Now,  more  than  ever  before,  the  problem 
of  zoning  becomes  more  important.  There 
is  need  of  a shrinkage  of  the  protection 
AREA  accorded  a chain.  Nobody  reason- 
able complains  of  reasonable  clearance 
within  the  same  town,  but  there  is  noth- 
ing except  coercion  that  prompts  a dis- 
tributor to  grant  a circuit  house  protec- 
tion over  another  house  in  another  town 
30  miles  or  more  away. 

— New  York  Exhibitor 


Competitive  Bidding 
For  1st  Runs  Asked 

My  solution  for  the  clearance  problem 
is  100  per  cent  open  buying  for  indepen- 
dents and  chains,  with  first  runs  going  to 
the  individual  theatre  with  the  ability  to 
pay.  Set  up  zoning  with  no  special  privi- 
lege to  affiliated  theatres. 

— California  Exhibitor 


Says  Regulation 
The  Only  Way 

After  20  years  in  the ‘business  I am 
firmly  convinced  that  strict  federal  regu- 
lation is  the  only  thing  that  will  make  the 
circuits  give  up  the  advantage  they  have 
gained  by  buying  power  and  the  ability 
through  it  to  enforce  unjust  clearance. 

— Iowa  Exhibitor 


Says  Theatre  Value  Should 
Govern  Clearance 

Whenever  clearance  is  granted  to  the 
best  and  most  modern  house  in  a town, 
regardless  of  whether  it  is  affiliated  or  in- 
dependent, that  problem  will  be  solved. 

— Kansas  Exhibitor 
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5 NAT'L  CIRCUITS  DID  $200,000,000  IN  1938; 

7 MAJORS  SPEND  $130,000,000  ON  PRODUCTION 


Chain  Interests  Touch 
2,800  Houses  With 
3,000,000  Seats 


Hopkins  Studying  Trade  Data; 
Meets  Topliners  Again  Later 


(Copyright,  1939,  Associated  Publications) 

Washington  — Approximately  $200,000,- 
000  were  taken  in  at  the  boxoffices  of  the 
five  major  circuits — Paramount,  Warner, 
National  Theatres,  Loew’s  and  RKO — in 
1938,  it  is  understood,  according  to  a con- 
solidated report  submitted  by  seven  major 
companies  to  Harry  Hopkins,  secretary  of 
commerce. 

Cost  of  feature  production  for  the  12 
months  totaled  about  $130,000,000  and  do- 
mestic distribution  approximately  $50,- 
000,000.  The  total  number  of  theatres 
which  the  majors  either  own  or  in  which 
they  have  partnership  interests  aggregate 
2,800  with  a combined  seating  capacity 
close  to  3,000,000.  The  five  circuits  held 
100  per  cent  interest  in  about  1,000  thea- 
tres. Of  the  remaining  1,800,  it  is  shown 
that  the  circuits  held  less  than  a 51  per 
cent  holding  in  the  majority  of  the  situa- 
tions. 

With  production  costs  as  a basic  figure, 
the  total  number  of  shorts  and  features  re- 
leased during  1938  resulted  in  a substan- 
tial net  loss  for  domestic  operations,  the 
report  shows.  This  is  said  to  prove  the 
contention  of  distributors  that  foi’eign 
markets  are  vitally  necessary.  With  trade 
in  foreign  countries  constantly  dwindling 
distributors  are  faced  with  a serious  prob- 
lem in  future  years  unless  there  is  an  alle- 
viation in  restrictions  abroad,  the  report 
maintains. 

UA  Not  Included 

United  Artists,  which  has  been  playing 
a lone  hand  in  the  defense  of  the  govern- 
ment’s anti-trust  suit,  is  not  included  in 
the  consolidated  report.  This  company, 
through  its  various  producers,  is  reported 
to  have  spent  in  the  neighborhood  of  $25,- 
000,000  on  production. 

The  average  admission  price  has  dropped 
from  48  cents  in  1929  to  30  cents  in  1938, 
the  consolidated  analysis  shows.  The  fig- 
ure applies  to  major  circuit  operations 
only. 

The  information  in  the  consolidated  re- 
port is  the  result  of  a questionnaire  sent 
out  following  meetings  here  with  top  ex- 
ecutives, representing  the  seven  companies 
which  gathered  the  information.  Producers 
are  now  waiting  word  from  Hopkins. 

Questions  included  in  the  survey  are  un- 
derstood to  have  pivoted  around  produc- 
tion costs  of  features,  shorts  and  other 
subjects,  costs  of  independent  productions 
distributed  by  major  companies,  taxes  and 
amortization,  the  number  of  theatres 
owned  outright  by  each  circuit  and  the 
number  of  partnership  arrangements  with 
each  deal  broken  down  as  to  percentage  of 
interest  by  the  major  company,  pooling 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


Washington — Experts  of  the  department 
of  commerce  now  are  studying  the  factual 
data  submitted  in  a consolidated  report  by 
seven  major  companies  dealing  with  their 
operations  in  the  domestic  and  foreign 
markets.  The  report  was  sent  to  Harry 
Hopkins,  secretary  of  the  department,  three 
weeks  ago  following  meetings  with  top-line 
executives.  Government  statisticians  also 
are  going  into  various  verbal  and  written 
information  presented  to  Hopkins  by  in- 
dependent exhibitor  leaders  and  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, president  of  the  MPTOA,  and  his 
committee. 

As  soon  as  the  analysis  is  completed  by 
the  experts  and  presented  to  Hopkins  in 
brief  form,  another  meeting  of  New  York 
executives  is  scheduled  to  be  called  here. 
Independent  exhibitors  who  conferred  with 
Hopkins  also  will  meet  with  him  again 
for  a further  study  of  the  digested  data. 

When  WiU  H.  Hays,  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  George  J.  Schaefer,  Harry  M. 
Warner  and  Joseph  H.  Hazen  met  with 
Hopkins  here  in  the  first  of  the  series  of 
industry  meetings  it  is  understood  these 
men  gave  a historical  picture  of  the  indus- 
try since  its  inception,  relating  the  enor- 
mous costs  of  operations  in  theatres  and 
exchanges  and  also  rendered  as  a com- 
bined opinion  why  it  is  impossible  to  com- 
pare the  film  business  with  any  other. 

The  general  belief  here  is  that  Hopkins, 
through  his  analyses,  is  seeking  a solution 
of  the  industry’s  ills.  The  study  is  not 
without  the  knowledge  and  full  consent  of 
the  department  of  justice,  it  is  stated. 
Further,  Hopkins’  procedure  has  the  bless- 
ing of  the  President,  it  is  said. 

That  it  is  unfair  to  compare  the  indus- 
try with  any  other  business  was  pointed 
out  to  Hopkins  by  reason  of  the  need  to 
deal  with  an  inflammable  film  which 
makes  it  impossible  to  distribute  at  a low 
cost. 

In  this  respect,  it  was  pointed  out  the 
expense  in  handling  shipments  is  not 
paralleled  in  any  other  industry.  The  cost 
of  constructing  fireproof  exchanges 
throughout  the  country  and  the  use  of 
specified  ICC  regulated  containers  for  in- 


terstate shipments  and  other  outlay  for 
protecting  employes  is  a dominant  factor 
in  bolstering  costs  of  operations,  Hopkins 
was  informed.  A non-inflammable  film, 
handled  at  a low  cost,  has  not  yet  been 
found  to  provide  the  solution. 

Considerable  detail  on  the  cost  of  oper- 
ating theatres,  film  rentals  paid  by  the 
major  circuits  and  admission  prices  was 
included  in  the  consolidated  report  to  .show 
why  distributors  cannot  treat  the  smaller 
theatre  on  the  same  basis  in  regard  to  fi- 
nancial return  as  the  de  luxe  house. 

Film  leaders  are  understood  hopeful  that 
Hopkins  is  fully  cognizant  of  their  posi- 
tion by  this  time  and  that  he  may  offer  a 
compromise  which  may  bring  about  a 
better  understanding  of  intra-industry 
relationships. 

Kuykendall  Is  Hopeful 
Over  Hopkins'  Meetings 

New  York — Declaring  he  has  no  inside 
information  and  he  is  not  authorized  to 
speak  for  the  department  of  commerce, 
Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of  the  MPTOA, 
in  his  latest  bulletin,  pointed  out:  “If  the 
department  has  a definite  plan  in  mind  to 
accomplish  its  objectives  it  has  not  been 
revealed  to  us.  It  seems  that  whatever 
they  ultimately  have  in  mind,  their  first 
step  is  to  acquire  a sound,  thorough  under- 
standing of  just  how  our  business  oper- 
ates now,  why  it  operates  that  way,  what 
are  its  important  problems,  and  why  they 
are  problems. 

“Charges  have  been  raised  already  that 
this  is  another  form  of  government  inter- 
ference and  regulation.  Maybe  it  is,  but 
our  impression  is  that  it  is  quite  different 
than  the  sort  of  government  regulation 
sought  by  the  department  of  justice  and 
the  Neely  bill,  which  offer  a purely  nega- 
tive approach  to  our  business  problems. 
Neither  the  courts  nor  special  criminal 
statutes  can,  by  their  very  nature,  offer 
positive  constructive  methods  and  prac- 
tices, they  cannot  offer  or  establish  any 
better  plans.  Perhaps  the  department  of 
(Continued  on  page  22) 


Admit  More  Than  Gov^t  Claims 

New  York — In  the  government's  petition  in  the  all-industry  suit,  the  five  major 
circuits  are  down  for  a total  of  2,421  theatres.  According  to  the  figures  furnished 
by  the  major  companies,  the  department  of  justice  is  off  approximately  400. 

The  government  also  listed  the  average  of  playing  time  allocated  to  major 
company  releases  in  the  circuits.  It  is  understood  these  percentages  do  not  match 
with  the  figures  compiled  by  the  distributors. 
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ay  “Hello !”  and  get  on  to  what’s  happened ! Universal  has 
found  a new  star ! A girl  with  a thrill-ion  dollar  voice,  an 
amazing  faculty  for  being  herself.  A star  who’s  first  picture 
finds  her  surrounded  by  the  top  favorites  of  Hollywood  and 
backed  by  the  production  genius  of  Joe  Pasternak,  unerring 
creator  of  successes ! 

Robert  CUMMINGS  • Nan  GREY 


and  Gloria  JEAN  in 


ivith 


Beulah  Bondi  • Virginia  Weidler  • Margaret  Lindsay 
G.  Aubrey  Smith  • Billy  Gilbert  • Ann  Gillis 
Raymond  Walburn  • Paul  Cavanaugh  • Samuel  S.  Hinds 

Original  story  by  I.  A.  R. Wylie  • Screenplay  by  Grover  Jones  • Directed  by  RICHARD  WALLACE 


A JOE  PASTERNAK  Production 


IRE’S  A STORY  SO  HOMAN  YOU  COULD  CAST  IT 
WITH  ANY  FAMILY,  ANY  YOUNG  LOVERS,  AND  ANY  | 
SHINING  YOUNGSTER-PROVIDED  SHE  HAD  THE 
VOICE  IN  A MILLION  THAT  IS  GLORIA  JEAN’S  ! 


Nothing  ever 
happened  to 
this  family 
until 

Pip-Emma 

wrote  about 

trees  


Cream 
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Blit  that  did  it!  That  brought  on  the  people and  the 
Penguins  . . . and  the  kind  of  happenings  that  could 
occur  only  in  — and  out  of— a typical  American  home! 


AUGUST  24th  SEES  the  WORLD 
PREMIERE  of  UNIVERSAL’S 

"THE  UNDER-PUP’’ 

— There’s  one  in  every  family! 
at  the  Strand  Theatre,  SCRANTON,  PA. 

GENERAL  RELEASE  SEPTEMBER  1st 

Backed  by  a *75,000  National  Promotion  Campaign 


Universal  Film  ExchangesJnc. 


ROCKEFELLER  CENTER 
NEW  YORK 


OFFICE  OF 


W.  A.  Scu  LLY 


August  16,  1939 


TO  ALL  BRANCHES: 


Note  following  letter  to  all  of  our  customers 


"We  had  expected  to  release  during  August  1939  a DEANNA  DURBIN 
picture  in  the  course  of  production,  under  the  title  of  FIRST 
LOVE. 

We  now  find  that  due  to  unforseen  circumstances  it  will  he  im- 
possible for  us  to  have  this  picture  available  for  release  dur- 
ing the  current  releasing  season. 

In  view  of  the  support  and  cooperation  extended  to  us  during 
the  past  year  by  our  customers,  we  will  deliver  this  DURBIN 
picture  under  our  1938-39  contract,  even  though  under  our  con- 
tract we  are  not  obligated  to  do  so." 


Please  be  governed  accordingly 


Sincerely 


WAS  L 


// 


Biggest  Friday  opening  in  years: 
Audience  reaction  and  reviews 


ma 
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nnniirnXrn  box-office  smash.  Beat  everything 

nAIIOinnn  ^Seems  Hke  all  the  women  In 
nllNI  111  I town  were  waiting  for  this  . . . 
linilUIUUU  and  they  all  came  at  once  to  see 

^^Women  wild  about  picture  . . . sock 
business  In  Waterbury  and  Danbury  too.^^ 


mntaa  pusmdrm a, 


nHWEEK-iHWEHIIKSAIIDA 

MCOIIP  EMAWIWi  CliOSSES 

PKniKE  IK  TWEMTf  VEAHS  f 


[^^Excellent  smash  opening  with  Boyer 
and  Dunne  dynamite  with  audience/ 


^^It  slayed  the  gals  for  a better  open- 
ing than  any  Universal  picture  in  two 
years 


^^Biggest  day’s  business  in  months  !' 


''Exceptional!  Almost  double  the 
^ previous  big  ones  we’ve  had  !'' 


"Best  opening  in  months.  Comments 
excellent.  The  femmes  are  in  hysterics 
about  it!" 
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A NUMBER  of  conclusions  might 
be  drawn  from  the  thirty-nine 
attractions  listed  by  Will  H.  Hays  in 
his  widely  released  statement  pop- 
ping the  starter's  gun  on  behalf  of 
the  Golden  Jubilee  drive.  If  you 
like,  his  designation  of  eight  from 
RKO,  which  is  as  many  as  he  gives 
Metro,  might  carry  significance  in 
that  it  may  presage  some  sort  of  an 
inside  track  on  product  in  the  days 
to  come.  However,  this  column  pre- 
fers to  wait. 

But  its  conductor  is  as  curious 
about  the  lapses  as  he  was  inter- 
ested in  the  conclusions.  For  in- 
stance, from  the  art  approach  which 
Hays  stresses  in  his  public  state- 
ments, we  don't  know  of  a more  sig- 
nificant film  this  year  than  "They 
Shall  Have  Music."  A motion  pic- 
ture which  includes  Jascha  Heifetz  in 
its  cast  automatically  belongs  in 
any  list  Hays  or  anyone  else  may 
compile,  to  our  way  of  thinking. 

It  is  true  the  reference  is  to  fall 
and  winter  releases  and  the  Heifetz 
film  is  now  playing  its  first  runs.  But 
for  the  rank  and  file,  "They  Shall 
Have  Music"  definitely  is  a fall  re- 
lease. It  is  not  included  in  the  Hays 
accolade  of  pictures  worthwhile. 

Baffling,  too,  is  the  omission  of 
"Beau  Geste"  and  "Four  Feathers" 
and  others  like  "The  Star  Maker," 
"Gulliver's  Travels,"  "The  Real 
Glory"  and  "Marx  Brothers  at  the 
Circus."  Completely  a stopper  is  the 
no  mention  accorded  "Grapes  of 
Wrath." 

Significance  Again 

Noteworthy  in  the  statement  is  a 
third  reference  to  films  of  social  im- 
portance in  recent  months.  It  can 
no  longer  be  accidental  for  Hays 
once  more  to  stress  the  issue  in  lan- 
guage as  definite  as  this: 

".  . . this  period  of  the  motion  picture's 
anniversary  marks  the  emergence  of 
the  screen  as  an  increasingly  signifi- 
cant social,  as  well  as,  entertainment 
force.  This  came  with  the  technical 
development  of  the  industry  and  the 
growth  of  the  art.  New  fields  of  artis.- 
tic  expression  were  opened  to  the  pic- 
tures when  the  screen  acquired  a voice 
. . . No  wonder,  therefore,  that  within 
the  function  of  entertainment  ancf  rec- 
reation demanded  of  the  screen,  pic- 
tures should  be  produced  that  are  out- 
standing social,  as  well  as  enter- 
tainment, contributions  of  the  day. 
Such  pictures  do  not  merely  recreate 
for  the  moment,  but  give  their  audi- 
ence something  to  take  home  with 
them." 


He  sticks  to  his  guns,  does  Bill 
Boehnel,  critic  of  the  "New 
York  World-Telegram."  Additional 
proof: 

"Regardless  of  which  side  you  take 
— and  this  writer  firmly  believes  that, 
if  the  cinema  is  ever  to  amount  to 
anything,  it  must  deal  v/ith  matters 
of  world  importance — it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  everyone  interested  in  films 
that  for  some  time  now  Hollywood 
has  been  completely  hexed  by  the 
rippling  sound  of  the  word  'escapist' 

. . . The  trouble  is  that  a steady  diet 
of  films  which  completely  avoids  any 
problems  of  the  people  we  know  and 
understand;  of  films  which  look  at 
everything  through  rose  - colored 
glasses  and  distort  the  truth,  as  the 
bulk  of  Hollywood  offerings  do,  are 
devitalizing  mentally  and  injurious  to 
those  who  see  them,  because  the  ten- 
dency for  those  who  see  them  is  to 
see  nothing  else. 

"Nor  can  'escapist'  advocates  de- 
fend themselves  with  the  argument 
that  audiences  go  to  the  movies  to  be 
entertained  and  that  they  do  not  want 
to  be  preached  to  or  fed  a lot  of  high- 
brow stuff,  for  even  movie  producers 
must  know  that  entertainment  has 
never  been  conditioned  by  an  absence 
of  intelligence. 

"For  the  stage  and  literature,  from 
which  the  movies  get  a large  share 
of  their  material,  have  long  since 
proved  that  something  important  and 
vital  can  be  said  and  still  be  enter- 
taining. Nor  can  these  'escapis,t'  ad- 
vocates overlook  an  even  more  im- 
portant fact — which  is,  simply,  that 
the  state  of  the  world  today  is  such 
that  a medium  with  the  power  and 
force  of  the  cinema  cannot  afford  to 
be  complacent  about  things  that  are 
happening  around  us  and  survive." 

Well  said,  indeed,  and  echoed  to 
the  last  reverberation  in  this  space. 

The  Evidence,  Please 

Toronto  reports  the  Catholic  Wom- 
en's League  of  Canada  has  adopted 
a pledge  to  boycott  filthy  pictures 
and  questionable  literature.  The 
latter  phase  of  this  pledging  is  all 
right  with  us.  The  former  very  defi- 
nitely is  not.  What  filthy  pictures 
by  title  is  what  this  department 
wants  to  know.  These  outside  at- 
tacks directed  at  the  industry  and 
reared  on  non-specific  structures  are 
unwarranted,  unfair  and  must  not 
be  accepted  calmly  and  without 
challenge. 

Information,  Please 

Hollywood  bulletin  advises  the 
the  cast  of  "The  Women"  celebrated 
Director  George  Cukor's  birthday  by 
staging  a watermelon  party.  Every 
melon  had  a "Happy  Birthday" 
carved  into  its  surface  because 
Cukor  doesn't  eat  cake. 

What  about  blintzahs? 
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ATTORNEY  QUINTET  PETITIONS  JUSTICE  DEP'T 
ON  COOE  APPROVAL;  NO  ACTION  ANTICIPATED 


Justice  Dept.  Terms  Pact  Illegal; 
Would  Intensify  Prosecutions 

Washington— The  department  of  justice  today  advised  distributors  that  their 
proposed  trade  practice  code  is  based  upon  an  illegal  industry  structure  and  adop- 
tion will  lead  to  intensified  prosecutions.  This  first  public  announcement  of  the 
government's  position  is  seen  in  Washington  as  dealing  a fatal  blow  to  the  pro- 
posed pact. 


Go  Over  Code  Clauses 
To  Avoid  Chances  of 
Anti-Trust  Snag 

Washington — Five  attorneys  represent- 
ing major  distributors  conferred  here  early 
in  the  week  with  Paul  Williams,  in  charge 
of  the  all-industry  suit  for  the  government, 
with  the  reported  intention  of  seeking  ap- 
proval of  the  code  from  the  department 
of  justice. 

While  no  comment  was  forthcoming, 
those  who  came  on  from  New  York  for 
the  session  were  J.  Robert  Rubin,  general 
counsel  for  M-G-M;  Austin  C.  Keough, 
chief  counsel  for  Paramount;  Robert  W. 
Perkins,  legal  head  for  Warners;  Richard 
Dwight  of  Dwight,  Harris,  Caskey  & Koe- 
gel,  representing  20th-Fox,  and  John  How- 
ley  of  Donovan,  Leisure,  Lumbard  & New- 
ton, counsel  for  RKO. 

It  is  understood  the  attorneys  went  over 
the  various  clauses  in  the  code  with  Wil- 
liams in  an  effort  to  determine,  before 
sending  it  out  to  exhibitor  bodies  for  rati- 
fication, if  any  violations  of  the  anti-trust 
law  were  in  it. 


Majors  Still  Seek  Approval, 

But  Intend  Moving  Anyway 

New  York — The  major  companies  con- 
tinue in  their  desire  to  obtain  approval 
of  the  code  from  the  department  of  justice, 
but  are  not  any  more  sanguine  over  the 
possibility  now  than  they  have  been  in 
the  past. 

The  department’s  attitude  ties  in  with 
its  general  policy  against  formal  or  in- 
formal sanctions  of  this  nature  on  the 
ground  it  does  not  want  to  be  bound  if, 
in  the  future,  it  determines  to  proceed 
against  any  industry  or  members  of  an  in- 
dustry functioning  under  a code  earlier 
approved. 

Distributors  insist,  however,  that  they 
will  proceed  with  the  code  regardless  of 
the  justice  department’s  attitude. 


National  Circuits  Did 
$200,000,000  in  1938 


'Continued  from  page  6) 
deals,  seating  capacities,  grosses  for  each 
circuit’s  theatres,  average  admission  price, 
the  number  of  pictures  used  and  operating 
expenses. 

There  is  no  individual  breakdown  of  any 
company’s  holdings  either  in  theatres  or 
in  production  costs,  the  consolidated  re- 
port being  a compilation  of  figures  sub- 
mitted to  an  impartial  accounting  agency 
by  the  seven  companies. 

Distribution  activities  in  foreign  mar- 
kets are  also  detailed.  Other  financial  data 
in  relation  to  the  corporate  setups  and 
holdings  in  foreign  companies  are  detailed. 


RKO  Still  Studying 
Stage  Shows  in  East 

New  York — Although  RKO  has  closed 
a one-year  deal  with  Warner  for  1939-40 
product  in  its  metropolitan  houses,  John 
J.  O’Connor,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  major  circuit,  states  he  is 
still  seriously  considering  the  idea  of  book- 
ing stage  shows  with  prominent  Broad- 
way legitimate  attractions  condensed  for 
the  fall. 

The  plan  was  to  inaugurate  the  policy 
extensively  in  the  event  the  Warner  deal 
did  not  materialize,  but  the  circuit  finds 
itself  in  a position  now  to  compete  against 
the  Brandt  circuit  which  intends  to  revive 
vaudeville  and  band  names  in  approximate- 
ly 20  local  theatres.  While  the  RKO  cir- 
cuit booking  may  not  be  as  extensive  as 
under  the  original  plans,  the  booking  of 
condensed  stage  shows  may  be  limited  to 
about  five  or  10  houses. 


Columbia  Signs  SkirbalL 
Wildberg  3-Film  Deal 

New  York — Columbia  this  week  signed 
contracts  with  Jack  Skirball  and  John 
Wildberg  for  three  pictures  with  a Holly- 
wood bank  and  Erpi  participating  in  the 
financing.  One  or  two  may  be  produced  in 
the  east.  First  will  be  “14  Uncles”  to  be 
followed  by  “Angela  is  22”  and  “For  All 
of  Our  Lives.”  Each  picture  will  be  bud- 
geted at  $300,000  and  released  at  six- 
month  intervals. 


Protests  on  Fabian,  RKO 
Clearance  Await  Action 

New  York— Nothing  has  yet  been  done 
about  the  complaints  by  several  Allied 
members  upstate  to  alter  clearances  en- 
joyed by  Si  Fabian  and  RKO  circuits.  A 
meeting  was  slated,  but  apparently  the  in- 
terests involved  have  not  been  able  to  set 
a convenient  date  for  the  get-together. 
Meanwhile,  Fabian  and  RKO  executives 
state  the  situation  will  be  cleared  up. 


Erpi  Hand  Seen  in 
Olierson  Venture 

New  York — Erpi,  which  John  E.  Otter- 
son  headed  from  1928  to  1935,  is  believed 
to  have  an  interest  in  the  newly  formed 
Radio  Wire  Television  Corp.  of  America, 
of  which  Otterson  is  president. 

While  it  has  not  been  determined  the 
extent  to  which  Erpi  will  exercise , its 
electrical  resources  in  Radio  Wire  it  is 
reported  one  of  its  subsidiaries  owns  a 
mortgage  covering  some  of  the  equipment 
in  Otterson’s  venture. 

Radio  Wire  has  acquired  a number  of 
smaller  companies  that  are  currently  en- 
gaged in  supplying  musical  entertainment 
to  hotels,  restaurants  and  homes,  as  well 
as  retail  outlets  for  radio  equipment, 
phonographs  and  photographic  supplies. 

Second  Philadelphia  Suit 
Filed  Against  Warner 

Philadelphia — Second  anti-trust  action 
against  the  Warner  chain  and  major  dis- 
tributors by  an  independent  exhibitor  has 
been  launched  by  George  Graves  of  the 
Carman.  The  plaintiff,  through  Brewster 
Rhoades,  attorney,  charges  conspiracy  in 
that  the  Warner  Uptown  has  been  buying 
up  all  of  the  major  product  to  keep  it  away 
from  the  Carman. 

Briefs  were  slated  to  be  filed  late  this 
week  in  the  suit  of  Eugene  Mori  of  the 
Landis,  Vineland,  N.  J.,  with  a hearing 
dated  for  September  1.  This  plaintiff  also 
alleges  monopolistic  tactics  by  Warner  and 
major  companies. 


Schine  Prober  Upstate 
For  Additional  Data 

New  York  — Seymour  Krieger,  special 
FBI  investigator  who  made  a study  of  in- 
dependent exhibitor  complaints  for  the 
government  in  connection  with  the  Schine 
suit,  has  been  spending  the  greater  part 
of  the  week  in  the  upstate  region,  pre- 
sumably securing  more  data  for  the  case. 
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Paramount's  announcement  to  the  trade,  in  May  of  this  year,  that  it 
would  produce  and  distribute  its  own  screen  trailers,  has  aroused 
gratifying  interest  in  the  field.  Showmen  everywhere  have  been 
writing  in  to  tell  how  glad  they  are  that  we  have  taken  this  forward- 
looking,  constructive  step.  Many  of  them  ask  for  more  detailed  infor- 
mation. Most  of  them  make  suggestions  based  on  their  own  experience 

* /•// 

with  trailers.  Because  the  queries  in  the  letters  we  are  receiving  hit  a 
common  pattern.  Paramount  takes  this  opportunity  to  answer  some  of 
them  for  EVERY  exhibitor. 


Q.  WHEN  wiU  Paramount  liogin  to  service  its  trailers  ? 


A. 


The  first  Paramount  trailer  on  the  new  set-up  will  be  issued  for  the  Paramount  pic- 
ture to  be  released  January  5,  1940. 


Q.  WHY  is  Paramount  undertaking  to  supply  its  own  studio-made  trailers  ? 


A. 


Paramount  believes  that  a trailer  planned,  made  and  distributed  by  the  men  who 
make  the  picture  can  be  packed  with  more  showmanship,  more  originality,  and  more 
right-on-the-picture  selling  power  than  a trailer  made  any  other  way. 


Q.  WHO  will  plan  and  make  the  new  Paramount  trailers  ? 


A. 


YOU  will!  Paramount,  for  months,  has  been  contacting  showmen  everywhere;  learn- 
ing through  interviews,  letters,  questionnaires,  what  EXHIBITORS  think  a successful 
selling  trailer  should  be— getting  ideas  for  unusual  presentations,  new  selling 
approaches.  PARAMOUNT’S  TRAILERS  WILL  BE  THE  TRAILERS  YOU  ASK  FOR 
—in  every  sense  of  the  phrase! 


Q.  WHAT  sort  of  trailers  wiU  Paramount  supply —wiU  they  suit  MY  audience  ? 


A. 


Most  emphatically  they  will.  At  present,  Paramount  plans  to  issue  two  styles  ol 
trailer  for  each  picture  — a De  Luxe  trailer  for  first-run  houses,  a regular  trailer  for 
subsequent  runs.  These  will  be  styled  to  SELL  the  audiences  they’re  made  for,  in 
the  manner  that’s  best  for  each  picture. 


Q,  HOW  will  Paramount  trailers  differ  from  other  trailers  ? 

They’ll  be  different  in  that  they  will  be  YOUR  trailers — made  by  showmen  for  show- 
men, planned  with  suggestions  in  mind!  Paramount  will  continually  check  the 
field  for  criticism,  new  ideas,  new  selling  slants.  And  Paramount  will  use  YOUR  ideas. 

PARAMOUNT  TRAILERS 

ARE  YOUR  TRAILERS! 


Gov't  Takes  Schines  to  Show 
How  "Monopoly" Is  Created 

Buffalo — The  government's  2&-'page  brief,  filed  in  the  action  against  the  Schine 
circuit,  encompasses  one  of  the  most  complete  step-by-step  explanations  of  how  a 
mo7iopoly  in  exhibitio-n  is  created  that  the  department  of  justice  has  yet  embarked 
upon,  according  to  its  own  a7ialysis  and  allegatio7is,  of  course. 

The  brief  lists  20  specific  charges  agamst  the  mdependent  circuit  defendants 
and  severi  separate  complabits  agamst  the  film  companies  covermg  a lO-year  period. 
The  gover7ime7it  states  “by  virtue  of  the  mo7iopolistic  power  of  the  Schine  defend- 
a7its,  mdividuals  are  de7iied  the  right  of  erigaging  in  the  business  of  exhibiting 
77ioti07i  pictures  m the  Schme  towns,  any  of  the7n,  on  a fair,  competitive  basis.” 

Further,  the  gover7ime7it  charges  “in  many  of  the  Schme  towns,  other  ex- 
hibitors have  bee7i  forced  out  of  busmess  or  compelled  to  dispose  of  their  theatres 
to  the  Schme  defenda7its  in  co77ibinatio7i  with  the  distributor  defe7ida7its,  leavmg- 
the  Schme  defenda7its  as  the  07ily  exhibitors  m said  towns.” 

While  7i07ie  of  the  exhibitor  complai7ia7its  is  7iamed,  the  20  specific  charges 
agamst  the  Schme  circuit  are  detailed  as  follows: 


“1 — The  Schine  defendants  have  ac- 
quired and  attempted  to  acquire  theatres, 
and  have  forced  and  attempted  to  force 
competitors  out  of  business  for  many  years 
past,  in  some  cases  as  long  as  18  or  20 
years  ago,  by  the  following  methods,  and 
others  to  plaintiff  unknown: 

“(a) — Threatening  to  build  a theatre  in 
opposition  to  another  exhibitor  if  he  does 
not  agree  to  sell  or  lease  to  them. 

“(b) — Building  a theatre  in  opposition 
to  another  exhibitor,  thereby  taking  away 
his  product  and  relegating  him  to  an 
inferior  position. 

“(c) — Threatening  to  deprive  another 
exhibitor  of  desirable  product  or  run  if  he 
does  not  agree  to  sell  or  lease  to  them. 

“(d) — Depriving  another  exhibitor  of  de- 
sirable product  or  run,  thereby  relegating 
him  to  an  inferior  position. 

“(e) — Announcing  the  proposed  con- 
struction or  opening  of  a theatre  or  taking 
an  interest  in  a theatre  site  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  another  exhibitor,  with  the 
suggestion  conveyed  to  that  exhibitor, 
either  directly  or  through  third  parties, 
that  the  Schine  defendants  intend  to  build 
and  open  a theatre  if  the  other  exhibitor 
will  not  agree  to  sell  or  lease  to  them. 

“(f) — Acquiring  the  superior  title  in  a 
theatre  controlled  or  operated  by  another 
exhibitor,  and  taking  over  the  control 
or  operation  of  such  theatre. 

“(g) — Cutting  admission  prices  in  areas 
where  competition  exists. 

“(h) — Resorting  to  imusual  and  costly 
games  and  giveaways  in  areas  where  com- 
petition exists. 

“(i) — Taking  unreasonable  protection 
over  other  exhibitors. 

“(2) — The  Schine  defendants  have  con- 
tinuously, for  at  least  the  past  10  years, 
restrained  trade  and  monopolized  the  ex- 
hibition of  motion  pictures  in  the  Schine 
towns  in  the  following  manner,  and  by 
other  methods  unknown  to  the  plaintiff: 

“(j) — Monopolizing  the  first  and  prefer- 
red rims  of  all  the  high  class  feature 
pictures  distributed  by  the  distributor  de- 
fendants in  practically  all  situations  where 
the  Schine  defendants  operate  theatres, 
and  also  in  some  of  their  situations  the 
most  desirable  feature  pictures  distributed 
by  independent  distributors. 

“(k) — Contracting  for  more  feature  pic- 
tures distributed  by  the  distributor  defend- 
ants than  the  Schine  defendants  can  rea- 


sonably exhibit,  thus  denying  other  ex- 
hibitors the  opportunity  of  contracting  for 
or  exhibiting  said  feature  pictures. 

“(1) — Demanding  and  receiving  unrea- 
sonable protection  over  other  exhibitors. 

“(m) — Demanding  and  receiving  more 
favorable  rental  terms  than  other  exhibi- 
tors in  comparable  or  less  favorable  situa- 
tions. 

“(n) — Demanding  and  receiving  more 
favorable  rejection  privileges  than  other 
exhibitors,  and  other  more  advantageous 
benefits  and  privileges. 

“(0) — Inducing  the  granting  of  privi- 
leges and  advantages  by  the  distributor 
defendants  through  entertainment,  gifts, 
and  favors  tendered  to  their  representa- 
tives. 

"Practices"  Listed 

“(3) — In  order  to  maintain  and  perpet- 
uate their  monopoly,  and  in  order  actively 
to  discourage  competition  in  the  Schine 
towns,  the  Schine  defendants  have  en- 
gaged in  the  following  practices,  and  in 
others  to  the  plaintiff  unknown: 

“(p) — Keeping  theatres  closed  in  many 
of  their  towns,  and  opening  them  or  an- 
nouncing their  opening  wherever  there  is 
any  indication  that  another  exhibitor  in- 
tends to  open  a theatre  in  a Schine  town. 

“(q) — Keeping  theatre  sites  or  acquiring 
interests  in  theatre  sites  in  Schine  towns 
and  announcing  the  proposed  construction 
of  a theatre  whenever  there  is  any  indica- 
tion that  another  exhibitor  intends  to  open 
a theatre  in  a Schine  town. 

“(r) — Announcing  the  proposed  con- 
struction of  a theatre  in  a Schine  town 
whenever  there  is  any  indication  that  an- 
other exhibitor  intends  to  open  a theatre 
in  a Schine  town. 

“(s) — Communicating  with  the  distrib- 
utor defendants  whenever  there  is  any 
indication  that  another  exhibitor  intends  to 
open  a theatre  in  a Schine  town  and  re- 
serving for  themselves  in  that  town  the 
feature  pictures  and  the  run  that  would 
normally  have  been  available  to  such  other 
exhibitor. 

“(t) — Interfering  with  arrangements, 
financial,  real  estate,  contractual,  or  other- 
wise, being  negotiated  by  other  exhibitors 
with  third  parties  for  the  acquisition  of 
theatre  sites  or  the  acquisition,  construc- 
tion, or  operation  of  theatres  by  such  other 
exhibitors  in  Schine  towns.” 


Specifically,  distributors  are  charged 
with  the  following: 

“(1) — In  practically  every  situation 
where  Schine  defendants  operate  theatres, 
the  distributor  defendants  uniformly  grant 
them  the  first  and  preferred  run  in  pref- 
erence to  all  competing  theatres  and  with 
protection  over  said  theatres;  and  in  prac- 
tically all  situations  where  the  Schine 
defendants  acquire  a theatre,  such  theatre 
is  thereafter  granted  priority  and  prefer- 
ence by  all  distributor  defendants  over 
competing  theatres  and  with  protection 
over  said  theatres. 

“(2) — The  distributor  defendants  have 
consistently  refused  to  license  motion  pic- 
tures on  a local  competitive  basis  to  ex- 
hibitors in  any  situations  where  the  Schine 
defendants  operate  theatres.  During  each 
of  the  past  10  years,  the  Schine  defend- 
ants have  collectively  contracted  with  each 
of  the  distributor  defendants  for  all  of 
the  feature  pictures  annually  required  for 
exhibition  at  all  of  the  theatres  operated 
by  the  Schine  defendants  in  the  Schine 
towns,  in  advance  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution of  such  feature  pictures  and  be- 
fore such  feature  pictures  or  any  of  them, 
have  been  offered  to  any  other  exhibitor 
in  said  towns,  with  the  purpose  and  effect 
of  controlling  and  monopolizing  the  sup- 
ply of  feature  pictures  available  for  ex- 
hibition in  said  towns. 

"Privilege"  Charged 

“(3) — The  distributor  defendants  have 
uniformly  granted  the  Schine  defendants 
far  greater  privileges  in  their  licensing 
contracts  and  in  the  exhibition  of  pictures 
than  are  normally  granted  other  exhibi- 
tors. The  distributor  defendants  frequent- 
ly grant  the  Schine  defendants,  among 
other  benefits  and  advantages,  substantial 
rejection  privileges,  and  the  right  and 
privilege  to  play  certain  specified  feature 
pictures  without  assuming  any  binding  ob- 
ligation to  do  so.  Such  rights  and  privi- 
leges are  not,  as  a general  rule,  granted 
to  other  exhibitors. 

“(4) — In  many  instances  the  distributor 
defendants  have  uniformly  refused  to  sell 
a second  or  subsequent  run  in  opposition 
to  a theatre  or  theatres  operated  by  the 
Schine  defendants. 

“(5) — The  distributor  defendants  have 
uniformly  granted  the  theatres  operated 
by  the  Schine  defendants  unreasonable 
protection  over  other  theatres. 

“(6) — In  many  instances  the  distributor 
defendants  have  licensed  motion  pictures 
to  the  Schine  defendants  at  rentals  con- 
siderably less  than  those  charged  other  ex- 
hibitors for  comparable  or  less  favorable 
situations. 

“(7) — On  many  occasions  the  distribu- 
tor defendants  have  licensed  to  the  Schine 
defendants  motion  pictures  greatly  in  ex- 
cess of  the  reasonable  exhibition  require- 
ments of  their  theatres,  thus  preventing 
other  exhibitors  from  using  said  pictures 
at  all  or  from  getting  them  while  they  are 
still  new.” 

The  only  way  the  Schine  circuit  buying 
power  can  be  eliminated,  according  to  the 
government,  is  by  dissolution,  which  is 
sought.  All  defendants  have  until  August 
28  to  answer,  but  because  of  the  scope 
of  the  charges  motions  for  further  partic- 
ulars will  be  demanded. 

George  L.  Grobe,  U.  S.  attorney  for  the 
western  district  of  New  York,  may  prose- 
cute with  Seymour  Krieger,  who  con- 
ducted the  investigation,  assisting. 
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READY!  SET!  GO! — This  industry  is  talking  about  nothing 
but  the  greatness  of  M-G-M's  “THE  WIZARD  OF  OZ“.  The  pr?® 
view  confirmed  advance  reports  that  it  is  one  of  the  biggest 
box-office  sensations  of  all  time.  400  happy  theatres  are  about 
to  play  it  in  the  largest  simultaneous  booking  of  film  history. 
M-G-M  has  set  the  stage.  The  American  public  is  waiting! 

250,000  CAMPAIGN! 


NATIONAL  MAGAZINES 


Full-page,  full  color  ads 


MAGAZINE  ON  SALE 

WOMAN'S  HOME  COMPANION  . Aug.  5 
LADIES'  HOME  JOURNAL  Aug.  9 

McCALL'S Aug  10 

AMERICAN  Aug.  5 

REDBOOK  Aug.  5 

COSMOPOLITAN  Aug.  1 


MAGAZINE  ON  SALE 

GOOD  HOUSEKEEPING  Aug.  20 

PARENTS'  Aug.  15 

LIFE Aug.  25 

SATURDAY  EVENING  POST Aug.  23 

LIBERTY Aug.  16 


JUVENILE  MAGAZINES 

Full-page,  2-color  ads 


AMERICAN  BOY 
BOYS'  LIFE  .... 


Aug.  20  AMERICAN  GIRL Aug.  28 

Aug.  20  OPEN  ROAD  FOR  BOYS Aug.  20 


FAN  MAGAZINES 

2-color,  2-page  spreads 


SCREEN  BOOK 
HOLLYWOOD 
MOTION  PICTURE 
MOVIE  STORY  ... 


PICTURE  PLAY 


Aug.  1 MODERN  SCREEN Aug.  1 

Aug.  10  MODERN  ROMANCES Aug.  1 

July  25  MOVIE  MIRROR July  25 

Aug.  1 PHOTOPLAY  Aug.  10 

2 -page  spread,  1 -color 

Aug.  1 SCREEN  ROMANCES Aug.  1 


SCREEN  GUIDE  . 
SCREENLAND 
SILVER  SCREEN 
MODERN  MOVIE 


MOVIE  LIFE. 


Aug.  1 
. Aug.  3 
Aug.  12 
. .Aug.  1 


Aug.  5 


COMIC  SUPPLEMENT  ADS 

Full-page  4 -color  ads  (just  like  the  funnies)  in  29  newspaper  in  21  cities! 


CITY  NEWSPAPER 

ALBANY Times-Union  . . . Aug.  20 

ATLANTA  American Aug.  20 

BALTIMORE  ....  American Aug.  20 

Sun Aug.  27 

BOSTON Advertiser Aug.  20 

Globe  ......  Aug.  27 

BUFFALO  Courier  ^press  Aug.  20 

CHICAGO  . . . Herald  Examiner  Aug.  20 

Tribune Aug.  27 

CLEVELAND  . . . . Plain  Dealer . . Aug.  20 


CITY  NEWSPAPER 

DETROIT Times Aug.  20 

News Aug.  27 

LOS  ANGELES  Examiner Aug.  20 

MILWAUKEE.  . . .Journal Aug.  27 

News  Sentinel.  .Aug.  20 
NEW  YORK  CITY  Journal-Amer.  Aug.  20 

News Aug.  27 

PHILADELPHIA  Inquirer Aug.  20 

PITTSBURGH  . Press Aug.  27 

Sun  Telegraph  Aug.  20 


CITY  NEWSPAPER 

PROVIDENCE  . . . Journal  Bulletin  . 
ROCHESTER  ....  Dem. -Chronicle 

SAN  ANTONIO.  .Light 

SAN  FRANCISCO  Examiner 

SEATTLE Post  Intelligencer  . 

ST.  LOUIS Post  Dispatch  . . 

SYRACUSE  American  .... 

WASHINGTON.  Star 

Times  Herald  . . 


Aug.  20 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  20 
Aug,  20 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  27 
Aug.  20 


NATION-WIDE  TEASER  ADS 

100-line  insertions  have  been  running  for  months  in  99  newspapers 
in  43  cities  radiating  national  coverage 


ALBANY  • ATLANTA  • BALTIMORE 
BOSTON  • BRIDGEPORT  • BUFFALO 
CHARLOTTE  • CINCINNATI  • COLUMBUS 
DALLAS  • DAYTON  • DENVER 
DES  MOINES  . EVANSVILLE 
HARRISBURG  • HARTFORD  ' HOUSTON 


INDIANAPOLIS  • MILWAUKEE 
MINNEAPOLIS  • NASHVILLE 
NEW  HAVEN  • OAKLAND  • OMAHA 
OKLAHOMA  CITY  • PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH  • PORTLAND 
PROVIDENCE  • ROCHESTER  • ST.  LOUIS 


ST.  PAUL  . SALT  LAKE  CITY 
SAN  ANTONIO  • SEATTLE 
SPRINGFIELD  • SYRACUSE  . TULSA 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  • WATERBURY 
WILMINGTON  • WORCESTER 


RECORD  PUBLICITY  RESULTS 

Never  such  a barrage  of  pre-release  publicity  as  that  which  greets 
"The  Wizard  of  Oz”!  Just  a fraction  of  it  listed  below! 


Most  of  publications  mentioned  hereunder  will  be  on 

COSMOPOLITAN : Story  in  the  August  issue,  entitled 
"Hollywood  DiscoversWe  Never  GrowUp,"byFlorence 
Ryerson  and  Edgar  Allan  Woolf;  illustrated  by  stills 
from  the  production. 

GOOD  HOUSEKEEPING:  General  production  story 
by  Jane  Hall,  illustrated  by  production  stills.  "The 
Wizard  of  Oz." 

LIFE:  Two-page  spread  in  color,  using  our  kodachrome 
production  stills,  in  issue  dated  July  17th.  "Dazzling 
Brilliance  Marks  M-G-M's  Color  Version  of  'The 
Wizard  of  Oz'." 

VOGUE : Full  color  page,  using  one  of  our  koda- 
chromes. 

RED  BOOK:  Has  selected  THE  WIZARD  OF  OZ  as 
"Picture  of  the  Month";  will  use  a layout  of  koda- 
chromes  from  the  production. 

AMERICAN : Using  our  kodachromes. 

COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN:  Stills  of  Judy  Garland  and 
Billie  Burke  from  the  production. 

LOOK:  Layout. 

GLAMOUR:  Layout  and  stills. 

McCALL'S:  Layout 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY:  Layout. 

NEWSPAPERS,  out  of  town,  which  use  ROTOGRA- 
VURE: Full  page  layouts. 

TRIBUNAL,  OPEN  ROAD  FOR  BOYS,  INSTRUCTOR, 
GRADE  TEACHER,  SCHOLASTIC,  BOYS'  LIFE, 
AMERICAN  BOY,  YOUNG  AMERICA,  CATHOLIC 
BOY,  PARENTS':  Story  material  and  layouts  for  August 
and  September  breaks. 


sale  during  July,  August  or  September.  List  incomplete 

NORTH  AMERICAN  NEWSPAPER  ALLIANCE  (serving 
100  newspapers,  including  50  large  metropolitan 
dailies);  Victor  Fleming  life  story  installment  with  art, 
to  break  simultaneously  with  our  play  dates. 

BOYS'  LIFE:  Layout  "Movies  of  the  Month." 
FAWCETT  PUBLICATIONS,  including  HOLLY- 
WOOD, MOTION  PICTURE,  SCREEN  BOOK,  MOVIE 
STORY:  Layouts  and  production  stories. 
PHOTOPLAY:  Several  pages  of  layout  and  a produc- 
tion story  by  Dixie  Willson.  "The  Wizardry  of  Oz." 
PICTURE  PLAY:  Double-page  layout. 

MOVIE  MIRROR:  "It's  All  a Dream!" 

SCREEN  GUIDE:  Double-page  layout  in  color,  using 
our  kodachromes. 

MODERN  SCREEN:  Layout. 

SCREEN  ROMANCES:  August  cover  and  fictionization. 
"Wizard  of  Oz." 

SCREENLAND:  Layouts.  "Judy's  Crushes"  by  May 
Mann 

SILVER  SCREEN : Layouts.  "Marvels  of  Make-up." 
MODERN  MOVIES : Production  story  and  layouts. 
MOVIE  LIFE:  Cover  and  life  story  of  Judy  Garland. 
"Movie  Life  of  Judy  Garland." 

PIC:  Layout.  "The  Top  Ten — Why." 

HOLLYWOOD:  On  "The  Wizard  of  Oz"  set. 

SCREEN  BOOK:  "This  Dream  Cost  $3,000,000." 
FAMILY  CIRCLE:  "The  Wizard  of  Oz"- Dudley  Early. 
MOVIES:  "Hollywood  finds  the  Wizard." 

SUNDAY  MIRROR  (N.  Y.):  Magazine  Section.  Front 
Cover,  August  20,  1939. 


M-G-M’s  Technicolor  Wonder  Show  "THE  WIZARD  OF 
OZ"  with  Judy  Garland  • Frank  Morgan  • Ray  Bolger 
Bert  Lahr  ♦ Jack  Haley  • Billie  Burke  • Margaret 
Hamilton  • Charley  Grapewin  and  The  Munchkins 
A VICTOR  FLEMING  Production  • Screen  Play  by 
Noel  Langley,  Florence  Ryerson  and  Edgar  Allan 
Woolf  • Music  and  Lyrics  by  Harold  Aden  and  E.  Y. 
Harburg  • From  the  Book  by  L.  Frank  Baum  • Directed 
by  Victor  Fleming  • Produced  by  MERVYN  LeROY 
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THE  WIZARD  OF 
THE  BOX  OFFICE! 


While  showmen  are  expressing  gratitude  for  the 
Big  Productions  which  M^G-M  has  given  to 
audiences  this  summer,  we  take  this  opportunity 
to  assure  them  that  Leo^s  winning  streak  con- 
tinues in  the  Fall.  Starting  with  “The  Women’’, 
the  1939-40  line-up  of  The  Friendly  Company 
(just  a sample  in  photo  above)  is  the  greatest  this 
industry  ever  saw! 
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ONE  MONOPOLY  ANGLE  ENDS;  TNEC  ABANDONS 
AGENDA,  VIEWING  IT  AS  OVERLAPPING  EFFORT 


Authors  Probe  Thurman  Arnold 


New  York — The  industry’s  leading  executives  almost  to  a man,  have  met 
Thurman  Arnold.  Certainly,  that  goes  for  the  industry’s  leading  attorneys,  hogged^ 
down — tvith  more  to  come — in  a morass  of  anti-trust  suits. 

This  man  who  has  been  marking  these  down  as  parlous  times  for  the  major 
companies  and,  in  increasing  numbers  now,  the  major  chains,  whether  affiliated 
or  not,  is,  of  course,  the  assistant  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  in  charge 
of  anti-trust  enforcement.  He  o-nce  was  the  mayor  of  Laramie,  Wyo.  He  once 
taught  law  at  Yale.  He  is  the  author  of  “The  Folklore  of  Capitalism’’  and  “The 
Symbols  of  Government,”  dealing  in  satirical  fashion  and  by  comedy  approach 
with  the  legal,  political  and  economic  fol-de-rols  of  the  nation;  there  are  those 
who  regard  both  as  among  the  significant  authoring  efforts  of  the  times. 

Arnold,  in  fact,  appears  to  be  quite  a character.  Joseph  Alsop  and  Robert 
Kintner  jointly  assay  his  characteristics  in  “Trust  Buster,”  in  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post  through  the  permission  of  which  Boxoffice  herewith  delves  into  an  occasional 
excerpt : 


“Thurman  Wesley  Arnold  is  a large, 
somewhat  paunchy,  middle-aged  man  with 
a yellowish  face  and  overflowing  human 
gusto,  who  looks  like  a small  town  store- 
keeper and  talks  like  a native  Rabelais  . . . 
He  is  a law  professor  who  describes  law 
schools  as  ‘institutions  designed  to  make 
simple  things  appear  complicated,  thus 
increasing  the  importance  of  lawyers  and 
keeping  their  potential  rivals  out  of  circu- 
lation for  three  years.’  In  fact,  he  is  prob- 
ably the  most  singular  figure  in  the  Amer- 
ican government  today. 

“In  the  hope  of  thawing  our  frozen 
economic  system  he  is  seriously  trying  to 
enforce  the  anti-trust  laws  ...  In  a 
sense  Arnold’s  effort  is  a cosmic  joke,  being 
an  effort  to  give  literal  application  to  beau- 
tiful generalities  ...  It  is  easy  to  make 
fun  of  Arnold’s  effort.  When  he  became 
chief  of  the  anti-trust  division,  he  was 
himself  widely  regarded  as  a huge  joke.  His 
costume  is  disheveled.  His  voice  is  loud. 
His  exaggerations  are  Gargantuan.  His 
energy  appears  to  be  completely  imcon- 
trolled  . . . Indeed,  he  seems  at  first  to  be 
another  Marx  brother,  strayed  into  the 
government  by  mistake.  And  then  he  has 
the  handicap  of  being  witty  ...  As  a re- 
sult, he  has  sometimes  even  been  taken 
for  a madman. 

“At  the  same  time,  it  seems  unwise  to 
prejudice  Arnold’s  effort  as  merely  funny; 
. . . If  he  is  even  partly  successful  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  he  will  revolu- 
tionize American  business  methods  and,  in 
spite  of  his  jokes,  he  has  already  shown 
himself  able  to  accomplish  a good  deal  . . . 

“ . . . “'There  is  no  business,  small  or 
large,  that  is  untouched  by  the  use  of  some 
device  for  restraining  free  competition,’  he 
sweepingly  said  not  long  ago.  “It  doesn’t 
matter  whether  the  device  is  a patent  or  a 
corporate  merger,  a downright  price-rig- 
ging agreement,  a trade  association  preach- 
ing the  immorality  of  competition,  or  a 
loose  combination  of  business  men  keep- 
ing out  a competitor  whose  competition 
hurts.  The  result  is  the  same — suppression 
of  initiative,  so  that  established  concerns 
are  driven  from  business,  new  concerns 
cannot  enter  the  field  and  those  who  re- 


main in  business  must  keep  up  their  prices 
to  the  level  set  by  the  dominant  members 
of  the  industry.  That’s  why  capital  and 
men  stand  idle.’ 

“.  . . 'The  Arnold  legend  is  less  impor- 
tant than  the  Arnold  labors,  which  have 
already  begun  to  generate  violent  contro- 
versy. Some,  convinced  that  Arnold  is 
really  the  buffoon  he  sometimes  seems, 
merely  laugh  at  the  notion  of  his  tackling 
such  a huge  job.  Others  disturbed  by  his 
decidedly  unconventional  legal  methods, 
call  him  extremely  arbitrary  and  unjust. 
Still  others,  pointing  out  that  modifying 
the  habits  of  whole  industries  is  a stag- 
gering task,  predict  that  the  outcome  will 
be  as  bad  as  the  outcome  of  the  NRA. 
And  many  more,  both  left  wingers  and 
conservatives,  argue  that  it  is  futile  and 
foolish  disrupture  to  attempt  to  reverse 
a major  economic  trend.  Even  Arnold 
himself,  much  in  earnest  though  he  is,  has 
moments  of  skepticism,  when  he  admits, 
‘I  really  don’t  know  whether  anti-trust 
enforcement  has  been  delayed  too  long  to 
be  feasible.  I’m  only  sure  it’s  worth  a 
trial.’  ’’ 


Any  Reference  to  Films 
In  Committee  Report 
On  Own  Findings 

Washington — Plans  for  a public  airing 
of  monopoly  conditions  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  have  been  dropped  by  the 
temporary  national  economic  committee 
and  any  discussion  of,  or  recommenda- 
tions on,  films  in  the  committee’s  report 
to  Congress  will  be  based  upon  the  findings 
of  its  own  staff,  the  department  of  com- 
merce and  the  department  of  justice. 

The  procedure  to  be  adopted  with  respect 
to  motion  pictures  and  certain  other  in- 
dustries was  outlined  by  Senator  Joseph 
C.  O’Mahoney  (Dem.,  Wyo.),  chairman,  in 
announcing  the  committee  program,  which 
provides  for  hearings  on  a number  of  in- 
dustries, to  start  this  month,  and  winds 
up  with  a “round  table”  free-for-all  of 
economists  and  business  men  on  Decem- 
ber 16. 

The  committee  plans  to  make  its  report 
to  Congress  around  March  15,  and  will 
need  three  months  for  consideration  of 
the  mass  of  testimony  and  evidence  which 
it  is  accumulating,  particularly  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  committee  members  will 
have  to  devote  most  of  their  time  to  the 
business  of  the  session. 

While  Senator  O’Mahoney  made  no  pub- 
lic announcement  of  the  manner  in  which 
motion  pictures  will  be  dealt  with,  it  was 
indicated  that  since  the  government  al- 
ready has  filed  a number  of  suits,  and  will 
file  more,  dealing  with  the  questions  which 
would  be  the  subject  of  investigation — 
block  booking,  cancellations,  distributor 
exhibition  and  the  like — it  was  felt  that 
the  committee  should  not  simultaneously 
go  into  the  same  problems,  particularly  as 
there  is  sufficient  material  in  the  hands 
of  the  'TNEC  staff  and  the  justice  and 
commerce  departments  on  which  to  base  a 
review. 

Boston  s Branch  Managers 
Called  for  Depositions 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for 
the  plaintiffs  in  three  anti-trusts  suits, 
started  taking  depositions  this  week  of 
local  branch  managers  in  the  actions  of 
Kenneth  M.  Gorham  against  Samuel  Kur- 
son,  Millinocket  against  Kurson  and  Millett 
against  Kurson.  The  three  suits  are  being 
combined  as  one  for  the  depositions  with 
representatives  of  20th-Fox  first  to  take 
the  stand. 

John  F.  Caskey  of  Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel 
& Caskey,  attorneys  for  20th-Fox,  and 
Stewart  Aarons  of  the  Warner  home  of- 
fice legal  staff  in  New  York,  were  on  hand 
for  the  taking  of  testimony.  William  Sav- 
age of  the  RKO  home  office  legal  battery 
is  due  early  next  week  when  local  RKO 
sales  executives  will  be  called  to  the  stand. 
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AONEY  SENSATION  OF  THE  SUMMER! 

I Opening  day  biggest  in  three  years  for  any  RKO  RADIO  picture 
at  the  Music  Hall!  . . . First  week  sntashing  through  to  that 
grand  $100,000-a-week-class  attraction! . . . Second  week, 
day  after  day,  demonstrating  its  terrific  sustained  draw  and 
I amazing  BUILDING  POWER! . . . What  a pace  iVs  setting  — 

I and  in  mid- August! . . . Box-office  wildfire  spreading  Coast 
to  Coast  to  the  pre-release  runs  set  to  open  soon! 


New  York — In  only  two  of  the  past  12  years  did  the  combined  independent 
companies  produce  and  release  less  product  annually  than  the  majors,  accord- 
ing to  Columbia’s  answer  in  the  government’s  all-industry  suit.  The  exceptions 
were  1927  when  independents  had  323  pictures  as  compared  with  355  for  the 
majors  and  1930  when  the  independents  released  252  as  compared  with  281  for 
the  eight  majors. 

Columbia’s  answer  states  that  in  the  past  12  years  the  independents  released 
a total  of  5.096  whereas  the  majors  had  3,312,  the  two  classifications  bulking 
8,408.  The  breakdown,  as  noted  by  Columbia  “upon  information  and  belief,” 
follows: 

Independents  Majors  Total 

1927  323  355  678 

1928  484  297  781 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 


329 

252 

321 

456 

406 

506 

537 

452 

508 

522 


313 

281 

257 

245 

253 

254 
251 
265 
294 
247 


642 

533 

578 

701 

659 

760 

788 

717 

802 

769 


5096 


3312 


8408 


Columbia  Says  Costs 
Down  in  1938-39 

New  York — Columbia  spent  $11,499,200 
on  its  1937-38  program  and  an  estimated 
$9,404,800  on  1938-3’  output,  according  to 
information  contained  in  the  company’s 
answers  to  the  government  in  the  all- 
industry suit.  The  average  cost  of  an  “A” 
film  in  1932  totaled  $202,900,  while  in  1939 
the  figure  for  the  same  type  picture  jumped 
to  $720,200.  Other  features,  not  in  the 
“A”  category,  cost  on  the  average  of 
$101,100  in  1932,  while  in  1939,  for  the 
same  type  picture,  the  budget  was  hiked 
to  $105,400. 

Compulsory  block  booking  has  never  been 
forced  by  the  company,  the  answer  states. 
At  the  same  time  17  of  the  charges  are 
denied  and  no  knowledge  of  63  other  alle- 
gations is  admitted. 

Dismissal  is  sought  on  the  grounds  of 
res  adjudieata,  basing  the  claim  on  the 
final  consent  decree  entered  in  the  Texas 
Interstate  case  entered  into  October  13, 
1937.  Neither  domination  nor  control  of 
any  factor  of  the  industry  is  admitted. 

A history  of  the  formation  of  the  com- 
pany is  cited.  Columbia  asserts  it  is  an 
independent  producing  and  distributing 
company  organized  in  1924  with  250,000 
common  shares  with  $100  par  value, 

“From  the  outset,”  the  answer  states, 
“we  have  had  difficulty  in  securing  proper 
distribution  of  our  pictures.  We  were 
compelled,  due  to  the  chaotic  state  of  the 
distribution  field,  to  establish  our  own  ex- 
changes. We  produced  pictures  on  a mod- 
est scale,  but  found  it  difficult  to  market 
our  product.  We  were  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  local  film  exchanges  who  either 
refused  distribution  or  offered  harsh  or 
inequitable  terms  so  that  we  could  not 
make  any  profit. 

The  answer  states  that  in  1929  Colum- 
bia set  up  its  own  domestic  exchange  sys- 
tem, branching  into  the  foreign  field  in 
1930. 


Columbia  Traces  Its 

Rise  in  Costs 

New  York — One  of 

the  interesting 

charts  in  Columbia’s 

answer  to  the 

government  suit  tells 

the  manner  in 

which  the  company,  gradually  reach- 

ing  its  stride,  stepped  up  its  production 

costs  in  the  11  seasons 

beginning  with 

1928-29  and  closing  with  last  season. 

Here's  how  it  goes: 

Season 

Amt.  Spent 

1928-29 

$1,632,300 

1929-30 

2,523,400 

1930-31 

4,182,800 

1931-32 

3,614,100 

1932-33 

4,304,400 

1933-34  

5,198,200 

1934-35  

6,163,300 

1935-36  

7,053,800 

1936-37 

6,728,000 

1937-38  

11,499,200 

1938-39 

9,404,800 

The  11  seasonal 

expenditures  in 

total,  runs  to  $62,304,300,  although  the 

1938-39  figure  is  down 

as  an  estimate. 

How  Columbia's  negative  cost  on 

"A"  product  jumped  in  the  last  seven 

seasons  is  covered  in 

another  portion 

of  the  answer.  The 

figures  on  this 

count  follow: 

Season 

Aver.  Cost 

1932-33 

$ 202,900 

1933-34 

. 347,200 

1934-35  

456,800 

1935-36  

587,000 

1936-37  

517,200 

1937-38 

733,400 

1938-39 

720,200 

Average  cost  of  features  other  than 

A's  in  the  same  period  are  given  as 

follows: 

Season 

Aver.  Cost 

1932-33 

$ 101,100 

1933-34  

94,700 

1934-35 

113,700 

1935-36  

126,000 

1936-37  

100,800 

1937-38 

112,000 

1938-39 

105,400 

May  Set  Trust  Suit 
Trial  November  1 

New  York — No  decision  on  the  govern- 
ment application  for  a preference  in  its 
anti-trust  action  against  the  major  film 
companies  may  be  expected  before  Sep- 
tember 15  when  Senior  Federal  Judge  John 
C.  Knox  will  return  from  a vacation,  but 
indications  are  the  major’s  request  for  a 
March  hearing  will  be  denied  and  that 
Judge  Knox  will  do  all  in  his  power  to 
grant  the  November  1 preference. 

Persons  close  to  the  judge  believe  he  has 
been  putting  the  pressure  on  Washington 
to  assign  him  other  judges  to  hear  the 
case  and  if  imable  to  get  anyone,  may 
hand  over  the  proceedings  to  Judge  John 
M.  Woolsey,  ill  though  he  may  be. 

Reasons  behind  the  desire  to  view  the 
government  application  favorably  is  con- 
struable  to  the  judge’s  desire  to  grant  a 
request  of  the  federal  government. 

At  the  hearing  before  him  when  the  ap- 
plication was  presented,  the  judge  indi- 
cated he  had  had  a bankruptcy  proceed- 
ing of  a New  York  theatre  before  him  for 
several  years,  the  value  of  which  was  de- 
clining because  the  theatre  could  get  no 
pictures  for  “love  or  money.” 

It  has  been  disclosed  this  theatre,  the 
Beacon  at  Broadway  and  75th  St.,  has  just 
been  leased  to  the  Beacon  Theatre  Corp. 
for  four  years  with  an  annual  rental  of 
$40,000  fixed.  This  rental  is  guaranteed 
by  RKO,  Loew  and  Skouras  subsidiaries. 
The  judge  did  not  desire  to  rent  the  the- 
atre to  a major  company  and  ordered  an 
effort  to  secure  an  independent,  which 
was  tried,  but  failed.  In  reluctantly  sign- 
ing the  new  lease,  the  judge  once  again 
commented  on  the  circumstances  and  is 
reported  to  have  declared  that  this  case 
is  one  indication  why  the  government  suit 
must  go  to  trial  at  the  earliest  possible 
time. 

Under  these  circumstances  a November  1 
starting  date  might  not  prove  too  far  amiss 
as  a guess. 

Kuykendall  Is  Hopeful 
Over  Conferences 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
commerce  can  be  helping  us  establish  self- 
regulation and  self-discipline  in  these 
matters,  in  other  words,  make  it  possible 
for  us  to  regulate  our  own  business  with 
their  cooperation  and  supervision,  as  the 
NRA  was  intended  to  do. 

“Tliis  we  believe  is  more  intelligent  and 
quite  different  from  government  regula- 
tion by  court  decrees,  statutes  with  penal- 
ties, or  placing  the  business  under  a com- 
missar. If  the  industry  is  unable  to  regu- 
late fairly  its  own  commercial  practices,  as 
we  seem  to  be  trying  to  demonstrate  (on 
the  advice  of  the  lawyers),  then  this  sym- 
pathetic and  constructive  approach  by  the 
government  is  certainly  preferable  to  the 
endless  expensive  and  uncertain  anti-trust 
litigation  now  imposing  a heavy  burden 
upon  this  industry,  and  special  statutes 
which  bring  on  inevitably  a lot  more  litiga- 
tion and  lawsuits.” 


22 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  19,  1939 


In  3rd  smash  Roxy  week  after  topping  everything 
but  ^‘Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  and  “Jesse  James”! 


Biggest  20th  Century-Fox  hit  to  play  the 
Paramount  this  season! 


Sets  a new  high  by  fifty  per  cent  at  the  Fox! 


Opening  tops  “Jesse  James”  and  surpassed  only  by 
phenomenal  “Alexander’s”  at  the  Chicago! 


Sensational  run  at  Circle  smashes  everything  but 
“Alexander’s”  all-time  top! 


THE  KEYSTONE  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


STANLEY  AND 
LIVINGSTONE 


One  Skouras  Drive 


Ends;  New  One  Sel 


New  York — With  the  winners  in  the 
Spyros  Skouras  showmanship  campaign 
divulged  during  the  week  by  Skouras  him- 
self in  each  of  the  five  National  Theatres’ 
divisions,  a new  drive,  to  be  called  the 
Fourth  National  Theatres  Contest,  will  get 
under  way  Labor  Day  and  continue  until 
December  24.  Although  $26,000  has  been 
given  away  in  the  last  campaign,  the  new 
drive  will  offer  as  high  as  $60,000,  based 
on  earnings  above  quotas  of  the  various 
theatres,  districts  and  divisions.  Skouras 
is  the  leader  in  the  new  drive  Arch 
Bowles,  northern  California  opera  :oi',  was 
field  marshal  in  the  showmanship  cam- 
paign. 

Skouras  on  Monday  winds  up  a cross- 
country tour-  in  Los  Angeles,  attending 
the  FWC  convention,  during  which  he 
awarded  the  cash  bonuses,  and  is  due  back 
in  New  York  the  end  of  the  week.  Charles 
Skouras’  division  scored  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  winners  in  the  campaign. 

All  participants  in  the  drive  which  has 
just  closed  received  showmanship  certifi- 
cates. The  complete  list  of  winners  and 
their  awards  follow: 


Caliiornia  Division 


First  prize,  district  manager:  B.  V.  Sturdivant. 
District  manager’s  plaque  and  $1,000. 

^ First  prizes,  theatre  managers:  Cla.ss  A:  Bruce 
Fowler,  Four  .Star,  Los  Angeles,  silver  plaque  and 
$400,  Class  B:  C.  B.  MacDonald.  United  Artists, 
Berkeley,  silver  plaque  and  $350.  Cass  E;  Sid- 
ne\'  I’ink,  California,  Pomoii'i.  sil\'er  plaque  and 
$200.  Class  F:  Bryan  C.  Ward,  Long  Beach,  sil- 
ver plaque  and  $150. 

District  manager  avvard.s:  Cullen  Kspy,  third 
prize,  $700.  Harry  Seipei,  fourth  prize,  $000. 
George  Bowser,  fifth  prize,  $500,  Dick  Spier 
ninth  prize,  $250.  Charles  M.  Thall,  eleventh  prize, 
$250. 


Bfroker  awards:  I-ee  Wentz,  District  No.  2,  first 
place,  $250.  Charles  Piercy.  District  No.  1,  third 
place,  $150.  Janres  Chapman,  peninsula  district, 
fourth  place,  $125.  Leo  Miller,  District  No.  3. 
fifth  place,  $100.  Charles  Maestri,  East  Bay  dis- 
trict. ninth  place.  $75.  lladen  Finer,  metropoli- 
tan district,  eieventh  place,  $75. 

Theatre  managers  awards  and  prizes: 

Class  A — Allan  Warshauer,  Paramount,  San 
Francisco,  third  place  $250.  Dave  PUchards,  Or- 
pheum,  Oakland,  fifth  place,  $150.  Frank  Bur- 
hans.  Paramount.  Oakland,  si.xth  place,  $100.  Her- 
nian  Kerskerr,  Fox,  San  Francisco,  seventh  place, 
$50. 

Class  B — Frank  Newman,  St.  Francis.  San  Fran- 
cisco. second  place.  $250.  William  R.  Roberts. 
California.  San  Diego,  fourth  place,  $150.  Charles 
Bowser,  Golden  Gate,  Belvedere  Gardens,  fifth 
place,  $100;  Max  Trumpovver,  Beverly,  Beverly 
Hills,  sixth  place,  $50.  Bert  Jacltson,  Granada, 
Inglewood,  eighth  place,  $50.  G.  F.  Teckmever, 
Stanford.  Palo  Alto,  ninth  place,  $50.  W.  C. 
Ricord  jr.,  Egyptian.  Hollywood,  tenth  place,  $50. 
L.  M.  Harris,  Alexander,  Gendale,  eleventh  place. 
$50.  J.  D.  Graham.  Fox  California,  Salinas,  thir- 
teenth place,  $60.  Bert  Hanson,  Liberty,  Great 
Falls,  fourteenth  place.  $50.  Fay  S.  Reeder,  .Sen- 
ator. .Sacramento,  fifteenth  place,  $50.  Roderick 
A.  Smith.  Fox,  Phoenix,  seventeenth  place,  $50. 
Stanley  Brown,  West  Coast.  Long  Beach,  eigh- 
teenth place,  $50.  Rupert  Moore,  United  Artists. 
Long  Beach,  nineteenth  place,  $50.  L.  G.  Tavo- 
lara,  El  Capitan  and  A.  C.  Ackerman,  Rialto,  San 
Franci.sco,  twentieth  place,  $25  each. 

Class  C — H.  C.  Rothafel.  La  Reina,  Sherman 
Oaks,  second  place,  $200.  A1  Hayne,  Boulevard, 
Los  Angeles,  third  place,  $150.  C.  S.  Crews,  El 
Portal,  N.  Hollywood,  fourth  place.  $125.  R.  G. 
McHale,  Senator.  Oakland,  eleventh  place.  $50. 
John  G.  Westphal,  State,  Oakland,  twelfth  place. 
$50.  Duncan  Knowles,  Baywood,  San  Mateo,  four- 
teenth place,  $50.  William  H.  Thedford,  Redondo, 
Redondo,  fifteenth  place,  $50.  Lloyd  Howell,  Cali- 
fornia, Watsonville,  sixteenth  place,  $50.  Hal 
Honore,  Sequoria,  Redwood  City.  sevent(*eTith 
place,  $50.  William  H.  Jenner,  Tower,  Compton, 
nineteenth  place.  $50.  Don  Austin,  Glen  City. 
Santa  Paula,  twentieth  place,  $50. 

Class  D — Walt  Wholers,  Strand,  San  Pedro, 
third  place.  $150.  Roy  Evans,  ’lighland,  l.os 
Angeles,  fifth  place,  $100.  C.  H.  Meeker.  North 
Park,  San  Diego,  sixth  place,  $50.  John  Klee. 
Stadium,  Los  Angeles,  tenth  place,  $50.  Herb 
Norris,  United  Art'sts,  El  Centro,  eleventh  place. 
$50.  Gordon  Hewitt.  California.  Glendale,  six- 


No Rush  in  Filling 
Trendle  Post 

New  York — "There  will  be  no  succes- 
sor appointed  to  George  W.  Trendle 
for  the  operation  of  United  Detroit 
Theatres  for  the  time  being,"  a Para- 
mount home  office  executive  states. 
’’We  are  taking  our  time  because  we 
want  to  be  sure  that  when  we  name  a 
man  to  take  charge  of  the  circuit  he 
will  be  the  right  one." 


teenth  place,  $50.  Fred  Alvvaise,  Balboa,  San 
Diego,  seventeenth  place,  $50.  J.  R.  Rodgers, 
Tower,  Pasadena,  eighteenth  i)lace,  $50.  Fred 
Levey,  California,  Venice,  nineteenth  place,  $50. 
Robert  Erspamer,  Mesa,  Los  Angeles,  twentieth 
place,  $50.  J,  W.  Anderson,  Granada,  Ontario, 
twenty-second  place,  $50.  C.  G.  Doty,  Judith, 
Lewiston,  tw^enty-third  place,  $50.  David  Martin, 
Paramount,  Hollywood,  twenty-fourtli  place,  $50. 
Edward  D.  Harris,  Glendale,  Glendale,  twenty- 
fifth  i>lace,  $50. 

Class  E — ‘Everett  Sharp,  West  Coast,  San  Ber- 
nardino, second  place,  $150.  James  Runte,  Capi- 
tol, Glendale,  third  place,  $125.  Willard  Tatreaiij 
Plaza,  San  Diego,  seventh  place,  $50.  Tom  Much- 
more,  Apollo,  Hollywood,  ninth  place,  $50.  Lyn 
Gray,  Egyptian,  San  Diego,  tentli  place,  $50.  For- 
rest Justus,  Imperial,  Long  Beach,  fwelfth  place, 
$50.  George  Miller,  Figueroa,  Lo.s  Angeles,  thir- 
teenth place,  $50.  Jerome  Gordon,  Carmel,  Itolly- 
wood,  lourteenth  place,  $50.  Robert  Ensign. 
Egyptian,  Long  Beach,  twenty-fourth  place,  $50. 
Waiter  Smith,  Fairmount,  San  Diego,  seventeenth 
place,  $50.  Kobt.  A.  Mallon,  iCein,  Bakersfield, 
t»venty-second  place,  $50.  J.  L.  L’Esperance, 
$50.  Harry  Zeidell,  Alpha,  Bell,  fortieth  place,  $50. 
Jack  E.  Thorson,  Redwood,  Redwood  City,  twen- 
ty-fifth place,  $50.  Morse  J.  liabwin.  All  Thea- 
tres, Wilmington,  twenty-seventh  place,  $50. 
Spencer  Leve,  Westlake,  Los  \ngeles,  twenty- 
eighth.  $50.  Clifford  Reid,  Gateway,  Glendale, 
tw'enty-iiinih  place,  $50.  James  M.  Wyatt,  Rivoli, 
Van  Nuys,  thirtieth  place,  $50.  Frank  E.  Hollis, 
Lyric,  Tucson,  thirty-seventh  place,  $50.  Max 
Brodie,  San  Mateo,  San  Mateo,  thirty-ninth  place, 
$50.  Harry  Zeidell,  Alpha,  Bell,  fortieth  place,  $50. 

Class  F^ — Othel  Wise,  Valley,  N JEollyw'ood,  sec- 
ond place,  $125.  Ernest  Sloan,  Arroyo,  Los  An- 
geles, third  place,  $100;  Charles  Brislln,  Gentry, 
Los  Angeles,  fifth  place,  $75;  Dick  Smith  jr.,  Ritz, 
S.  Pasadena,  sixth,  $50.  Ralph  G.  Maser,  I’arisian, 
Los  Angeles,  seventh  place,  $50.  Mortiriier  Fein- 
stein,  California,  San  Bernaidmo,  eighth  i>lace, 
$50.  Ben  di  Dici.  Capitol,  Cale/.ico,  tenth  place, 
S5U.  Clifford  Boom,  Broad^^  ay,  Burlingame,  thir- 
teenth place,  $50,  Warren  Peclmer,  121  Rey,  Sa- 
linas, fourteenth  place.  $50.  George  L'.  O’Brien, 
Slarland,  Los  Angeles,  twentieth  place,  $50.  Rob- 
ert L.  Weeks,  Western,  Los  Angeles,  twenty-sev- 
enth place,  $50. 

Certificates  only  go  to  these  dMciict  nianagcis: 
Dick  Dickson,  District  No.  4 and  Montana,  thir- 
teenth place;  Hall  Baetz,  Homer  Gill  and  Louis  B. 
Chiist,  Citrus  Belt,  Kern  County  and  Arizona  dis- 
tricts, fourteenth  place;  Nick  Turner,  Valley  dis- 
trict. sixteenth  place  And  to  these  theatre  man- 
t.gers: 

Class  B — M.  B.  liustler,  Capitol.  Sacramento, 
twenty-third  place.  C.  G.  Hayw'ard,  California, 
San  Jose,  twenty-fourth  piano.  Ray  Duddy,  Cali- 
fornia, Stockton,  twenev-fifth  ylaco.  Bill  Browne, 
Mission,  San  Jose,  twenty-sixth  place.  J.  P. 
Bradley,  California,  jiuntington  Park,  twenty-sev- 
enth place.  J.  P.  Ryan.  Hanlon,  Vallejo,  twenty- 
eighth  place.  Ray  Lindsey,  Fox,  Pomona,  twen- 
ty-ninth place.  Jack  Edw'ards,  Rialto,  Butte, 
thirtieth  place.  George  Sharp.  Wilson,  Fresno, 
thirty-first  place. 

Class  C — Robert  Sharp,  Fox,  Itlol'.mond,  twenty- 
first  place.  George  Lundberg.  Village,  Westw^ood, 
twenty-second  place.  George  Angelich.  Hippo- 
drome, Taft,  twenty-eighth  piace.  E.  J.  Sullnan, 
Peninsula,  Burlingame,  twenty-ninth  place.  An- 
drew Saso,  Padre,  San  Jose,  thiiticth  place.  Rob- 
ert E.  Catley,  California,  Berkeley,  thirty-second 
place.  H.  P.  Franklin,  California,  San  Francisco, 
thirty-fifth  place.  Henry  Pines,  Leimert,  Los 
Angeles,  thirty-seventh  place.  Earle  Barry,  Cri- 
terion, Santa  Monica,  thirty-ninth  place.  Frank 
Browne,  California,  Bakersfield,  fortieth  place, 
forty-second  place.  Brooke  P.  Halsey,  Strand, 
Fresno,  $100. 

Class  D — Dick  Smith  jr.,  Rialto,  So.  Pasadena, 
tw^enty-sixth  place.  George  Kane,  Inglewood, 
twenty-eighth  place.  David  Boyd,  Cabrillo,  San 
Pedro,  thirtieth  place.  James  W.  Walker,  Alca- 
zar, Bell,  thirty-fourth  place.  J.  R.  Fredericks, 
State,  Fresno,  thirty-fifth  place.  Ernest  L.  Sturm, 
Hermosa,  Hermosa,  thirty-ninth  place.  Stanley 
Kriner,  Redlands,  Redlands,  forty-second  place. 

Class  E — Robert  Cottom,  Nile,  Bakersfield,  forty- 
first  place.  Ted  Hathaway,  Bruin,  Westwood, 
forty-second  place.  Brooke  P.  Halsey,  Strand, 
Vallejo,  forty-third  place.  L.  Brunnenkaut,  United 
Artists,  Belvedere  Gardens,  forty-fourth  place. 
R.  O.  Mears,  Glen,  Glendale,  forty-fifth  place. 


Awards  Go  lo  166; 
Siurdivant,  Tops 


R.  F.  Duke,  Carlton,  Los  Angeles,  forty-sixth 
place.  J.  D.  Richardson,  Van  Nuys,  Van  Nuys, 
forty-eighth  place.  Clinton  Eberly,  Senator,  Val- 
lejo. fiftieth  place.  Charles  L.  Minehart,  State, 
Richmond,  fifty-first  place.  Ed.  G.  Glenn,  Comp- 
ton, Compton,  fifty-eighth  place.  Harold  Kopp, 
Uptown.  Los  Angeles,  sixtieth  place.  Dave  Fred, 
Ritz,  Los  Angeles,  sixty-first  place.  Mort  Gold- 
berg, Fairfax,  Los  Angeles,  sixty-second  place. 

Class  F — J.  M.  Hill.  Valley,  El  Centro,  thirty- 
first  place.  Jack  Foley.  State,  Watsonville,  thirty- 
third  place. 

Third  prize  in  the  Herman  Wobber  contest  on 
“Kentucky”  goes  to  George  F.  Sharp,  Wilson. 
Fresno,  $100. 

Mountain 

District  manager  awards:  Ray  Davis,  District 
No.  1,  sixth,  $250.  Bob  Garland,  District  No.  2, 
tenth,  $250. 

Booker  awards:  Bill  Dollison,  District  No.  1, 
sixth  place,  $75.  Si  Sanders,  District  No.  2, 
tenth  place,  $75. 

Theatre  manager  awards: 

Class  A — Harold  E.  Rice,  Paramount,  Denver, 
second  place,  $300. 

Class  B — Harry  Ashton,  all  theatres,  Boulder, 
seventh  place,  $50. 

Class  C — M.  F.  Zalesny,  all  theatres,  Trinidad, 
ninth  place,  $50.  Sterling  Way,  all  theatres, 
Laramie,  thirteenth  place,  $50. 

Class  D — Chat  Miller,  Fox,  Sterling,  second 
place,  $200.  Jack  McGee,  Strand,  Rawlins,  fourth 
place,  $125. 

Class  E — Wilford  Williams,  Victory,  Kemmerer, 
sixteenth  place.  $50.  Charles  Elwood  Voorhees, 
Fox,  McCook,  nineteenth  place,  $50.  V.  P.  Byrne. 
Egyptian,  Delta,  twenty-sixth  place,  $50. 

Class  F"Ralph  J.  Batschelet,  Bluebird,  Denver, 
fourth  place,  $100.  John  Bruno,  Fox,  Sidney, 
twenty-second  place,  $50. 

Certificates  only: 

Class  B — C.  Don  Sheedy,  all  theatres,  Cheyenne, 
twenty-first  place.  Theodore  J.  Kirkmeyer,  all 
theatres,  Helena,  thirty-second  place. 

Class  C — John  R.  Taylor,  all  theatres,  Pocatello, 
twenty-third  place.  Thomas  Berta,  all  theatres. 
Rock  Springs,  twenty-fourth  place.  Irving  Simp- 
son, all  theatres.  Sheridan,  twenty-seventh  place. 
Harold  Jones,  all  theatres,  Nampa,  thirty-first 
place. 

Class  D — Frank  P.  Larson,  Paramount,  Idaho 
Falls,  twenty-seventh  place.  Don  Dungan,  Fox, 
Montrose,  thirty-first  place.  Kenneth  Peters,  all 
theatres,  Las  Vegas,  thirty-sixth  place.  Ed  Nel- 
son, all  theatres,  Las  Cruces,  thirty-seventh  place. 
L.  W.  Fletcher.  Babcock,  Billings,  forty-fourth 
place.  Robert  C.  Nelson.  Liberty  Bell,  Leadville, 
forty-fifth  place.  Roy  Notheis,  Mayan,  Denver, 
forty-eighth  place.  Jack  M.  Copeland,  Aladdin. 
Denver,  fiftieth  place.  Henry  * A.  Goodridge,  Og- 
den. Denver,  fifty-first  place.  . 

Class  E — George  W.  Paiier,  Longmont,  Long- 
mont, forty-ninth  place. 

Northwest 

Theatre  manager  awards: 

Class  A — 11.  B.  Sobottka,  Paramount,  Portland, 
fourth  place,  $200.  Dan  Redden.  Paramount, 
Seattle,  eighth  place,  $50. 

(Mass  C — R.  J.  Harrington.  Liberty,  Portland, 
sixth  place,  $50.  H.  J.  Murphy,  Liberty.  Olympia, 
tenth  place.  $50. 

Class  D — Fax  Duncan.  Blue  Mouse,  Seattle,  ninth 
place,  $50.  Clyde  Strout,  Coliseum.  Seattle, 
twelfth  place,  $50. 

Class  E — M.  G.  Nimmer,  all  theatres,  Wenatchee, 
fifth  place,  $75.  James  O’Connell,  all  theatres, 
Eugene,  thirty-fourth  place,  $50. 

Certificates  only: 

Class  C — L.  L.  Peterson,  all  theatres,  Bremer- 
ton, twenty-sixth  place. 

Class  D — Russell  Brown.  Orpheum,  Spokane, 
fortieth  place.  W.  R.  Seale,  Liberty,  Spokane, 
forty-sixth  place. 

Class  E — Mike  Newman,  Oriental,  Portland, 
sixty-third  place. 

Kansas  City 

First  prize:  Class  D — Morrill  Moore,  Apollo, 
Kansas  (2ity,  silver  plaque  and  $250. 

District  manager  awards:  Fred  Souttar,  District 
No.  4,  second  prize,  $800.  Lon  Cox,  District  No. 
1,  eighth  prize,  $250.  Edd  Haas,  District  No.  5. 
twelfth  prize,  $250. 

Booker  awards:  John  Meinardi,  District  No.  4, 
.second  place,  $200.  Harold  Hume,  District  No.  1, 
eighth  place,  $75.  Chester  Hylton,  District  No.  5, 
twelfth  place,  $75. 

Theatre  manager  awards: 

Class  B — E.  French  Gallagher,  all  theatres. 
Centralia,  III.,  third  place,  $200.  C.  A.  Stewart, 
Grand,  Topeka,  Kas.,  twelfth  place,  $50.  A.  R. 
Zimmer,  Lincoln,  Springfield,  III.,  sixteenth  place, 
$50. 

Class  C — Homer  Marvel,  all  theatres,  ML  Ver- 
non, HI.,  fifth  place,  $100.  Hort  Ulrich,  all  thea- 

• Continued  on  page  26) 
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20tli  CENTURY  FOX 


on  anotlier  Academy  Award  performance 
in  ‘‘Stanley  and  Livingstone” 


A ^reat  actor  again  wins  acclaim  for  a performance 
lliat  will  stand  as  one  of  tlie  screen  s most  memor- 
able. ^Twentietli  Century-Fox  joins  tke  nation  in 
paying  tribute  to  bis  distinguished  portrayal  of 
Henry  M.  Stanley  in  “Stanley  and  Livingstone. 


RAY  JOHNSTON,  president  of  mono- 
gram. is  planning  to  leave  for  the 
coast  September  1.  He  was  hoping  George 
West  would  accompany  him,  but  West 
heads  for  Chicago  on  the  same  date  to 
attend  the  wedding  of  J.  S.  Markstein’s 
daughter  eight  days  later.  Markstein  is 
head  of  Screeno.  Johnston  reports  Henri 
Elman.  Chicago  franchise  holder  for  Mono- 
gram, has  been  on  the  coast  several  weeks 
and  ill  with  a stomach  ailment  ...  Si 
Fabian,  head  of  the  Fabian  circuit,  finds 
his  eyes  have  been  a victim  to  the  sun. 
which  is  the  reason  for  those  dark  glasses 
Si  is  sporting  these  days  . . . Jack  D.  Trop, 
formerly  with  Harry  Sherman,  has  been 
browsing  around  Racquet  Lake.  N.  Y., 
reading  scripts  and  books  for  his  inde- 
pendent production  venture.  He  plans  to 
head  west  any  day.  Meanwhile,  he  has 
been  talking  a deal  with  Paramount. 

Sam  Marx,  Columbia  story  head,  has 
been  making  the  summer  stock  shows  in 
the  east  for  the  past  few  weeks  and  goes 
west  shortly  . . . J.  Robert  Rubin,  M-G-M’s 
general  counsel,  has  banished  all  thoughts 
of  an  European  vacation.  In  fact,  he’s 
so  busy  he  won’t  be  able  to  get  aioay 
for  a respite  at  all  this  summer  . . . Lon 
T.  Cox.  Fox  Midioest  film  buyer  and  chief 
booker,  and  Frank  Hensler.  M-G-M 
branch  manager  in  Kansas  City,  returned 
to  their  headquarters  over  the  weekend. 
Cox  says  he  plans  to  be  back  again  in  a 
feu  iveeks  . . . Al  Burks,  M-G-M  publicity 
man  in  the  south,  has  returned  to  his 
headquarters  after  a successful  operation 
at  Mt.  Sinai  here  . . . Jack  Goetz  of  Du- 
Art  Labs  spent  the  weekend  in  Canada 
again  . . . Walter  Futter.  independent  pro- 
ducer for  RKO,  has  been  around  town, 
coming  on  from  the  coast  to  look  around 
. . . Irene  Rich  is  visiting  from  Hollywood 
. . . Hunter  Perry.  Paramount  southern 
theatre  operator,  has  quit  the  city  after 


Barron  to  Vogel 
On  Uniiorms 

Washington — Much  excitement  here 
when  Judy  Garland  and  Mickey  Rooney 
arrived  en  route  to  New  York  and  the 
engagement  of  "The  Wizard  of  Oz"  at 
the  CapitoL 

Joseph  R.  Vogel,  who  runs  Loew 
theatres  out  of  New  York,  came  down 
from  the  big  town  as  part  of  the  wel- 
come. In  view  of  the  crowds,  the  story 
goes,  Vogel  was  conscripted  as  an 
usher.  "I  like  it,"  he  is  reputed  to  have 
said,  "but  the  uniform  is  too  tight." 

"It's  awe-inspiring,"  commented  Car- 
ter Barron,  Loew  district  manager  here. 
"The  crowds,  I mean,  not  the  uniform." 


conferences  with  Leon  D.  Netter,  Para- 
mount theatre  operating  executive. 

Paul  Baron,  Charlotte  Universal  branch 
manager,  has  completed  32,000  miles  on 
behalf  of  the  Nate  J.  Blumberg  exhibi- 
tor testimonial  driwe.  He  is  the  eastern 
drive  leader  and  in  the  past  week  covered 
Philadelphia.  Washington,  Pittsburgh  and 
New  England  cities.  He  has  two  more 
trips  to  make  before  his  job  is  completed 
. . . Charles  MacArthur,  the  playwright, 
is  spending  the  balance  of  the  summer  at 
his  Nyack,  N.  Y.  home,  having  returned 
from  the  coast  where  he  wrote  a few 
scripts  . . . John  Roberts,  chief  booker 
for  the  Comerford  circuit,  accompanied 
John  Nolan  from  Scranton.  Pa.,  last  week. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Metro,  is  moving  from  New  York 
to  Westchester  again.  This  time,  it's  New 
Rochelle  . . . Bob  Gillham.  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Paramount . is 
back  from  Minneapolis  and  other  mid- 
western  points. 


Just  a Couple  of  "Boxoffice"  Fans — 

William  Sistrom,  RKO  producer  just  in  from  England,  talks  current  trade 
topics  with  William  H.  Rippard,  Eaco  and  Lee  Theatres,  Farmville,  Va., 
at  RKO  World’s  Fair  Lounge.  Their  source,  of  course,  is  thoroughly  docu- 
mented as  the  camera  demonstrates. 


Total  of  $26,000  to 
Field  in  Contest 

(Continued  from  page  24 » 

tres,  Saline,  Kas.,  seventh  place,  $50.  Ralph  Q. 
Bartlett,  all  theatres.  Jacksonville,  III.,  eighth 
place,  $50. 

Class  D — Sam  Naster,  Lincoln.  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  eighth  place,  $50.  H.  L.  Golladay,  all  thea- 
tres, Moberly,  Mo.,  thirteenth  place,  $50.  Harley 
Fryer,  all  theatres,  Joplin,  Mo.,  fourteenth  place, 
$50.  Edgar  Jones,  Orpheuin,  Marion,  III.,  fif- 
teenth place,  $60. 

Class  E — Jack  Maes.  Liberty,  Marysville,  Kas., 
fourth  place,  $100.  Roy  Cato,  all  theatres,  Cape 
Girardeau,  sixth  place,  $50.  Earl  Hilton,  Tucker, 
Liberal,  Kas.,  eleventh  place,  $50.  Glenn  Carroll 
and  Paul  Reinke.  Warwick  and  Madrid,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  eighteenth  place,  $25  each.  O.  P. 
Rogers,  Grand,  Concordia,  Kas.,  twenty-first  place, 
$50.  Mike  Lehman.  Uptown,  Wichita,  Kas.,  twen- 
ty-third place.  $50.  Dale  Havelone,  Brookslde. 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  thirty-first  i>lace,  $50.  Joy 
Wooten,  all  theatres.  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  thirty- 
second  place,  $50.  H.  D.  Carroll,  Crane,  Carth- 
age, thirty-third  place.  $50.  C.  H.  Zile,  all  thea- 
tres. Winfield,  thirty-fifth  place,  $50. 

Class  F — ^B.  F.  Adcock,  Hex,  Clay  Center,  Kas., 
ninth  place,  $50.  Ralph  Wallace,  Rockhill.  Kan- 
.sas  City.  Mo.,  eleventh  place,  $50  Steve  Souttar, 
DeGraw,  Brookfield,  twelfth  place.  $50.  Charles 
Morrill,  Gladstone.  Kansas  City,  sixteenth  place, 
$50.  L.  Rockhold.  all  theatres,  lola,  Kas.,  sev- 
enteenth place,  $50.  Denni.s  Montee,  Strand, 
Hutchinson,  Kas..  twenty-fir.st  place,  $50.  T.  S. 
Wilson.  Beyer,  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo.,  twenty-third 
place.  $50.  Owen  F.  Hitchler,  Vista,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  twenty-fourth  place.  $50.  J.  D.  Johnson, 
Lyric,  Boonville.  Mo.,  twenty-sixth  place,  $50. 

Certificates  only  to  Harry  McClure,  district  man- 
ager and  the.se  theatre  managers: 

Class  C^ — C.  C.  Murray,  all  theatres,  Belleville, 
111.,  thirty-third  place.  W.  E.  Wlialey,  Capitol, 
Benton,  thirty-fourth  place.  H.  M.  Burnett,  all 
theatres,  W.  Frankfort.  TH..  thirty-sixth  place. 

Class  D — Earl  Hayes,  all  theatres.  Ft.  Madison, 
la.,  twenty-ninth  place.  Morrie  Cohn.  Strand. 
Council  Bluffs,  la.,  thirty-second  place.  W.  A. 
Erwin.  Grand,  DuQuoin,  111.,  thirty-third  place. 
Jerry  Baker.  Granada,  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  thirty- 
eighth  place.  Hugh  Siverd.  all  theatres,  Atchison, 
Kas.  G.  J.  Hunter,  all  theatres.  Pittsburg.  Kas. 
and  Rivoli,  Girard,  Kas.,  forty-third  place.  James 
L.  I^ong.  Plaza.  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  forty-seventh 
l»lace.  Ray  McLain,  all  theatres.  Emporia,  Kas., 
fifty-third  place. 

Class  E — Ed  Mater.  Liberty.  Sedalia.  fifty-sec- 
ond place.  B.  M.  Montee,  Peoples,  Chanute,  fifty- 
third  place.  W.  R.  Rowell,  Eldorado,  Eldorado, 
fifty-fifth  place.  Mel  Miller,  all  theatres,  Ottawa, 
fifty-seventh  place.  Floyd  Davis,  Auditorium,  Mar- 
shall, Mo.,  fifty-ninth  place. 

Class  F — Charles  Barnes,  Linwood,  JCansas  City, 
Mo.,  twenty-ninth  place.  Art  Bowman,  Arbo  and 
Star.  Nevada.  Mo.,  thirty-fifth  place.  L.  B.  Spon- 
sler.  Waldo.  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  thirty-sixth  place. 

Awards  to  winners  of  the  Herman  Wobber  ex- 
ploitation contest  on  “Kentucky:”  First  prize: 
Phillip  T.  Hill.  Jayhawk,  Topeka.  Kas.,  $250. 
Second  prize:  Leon  Robertson,  Gllltoz,  Spring- 
field.  Mo..  $150. 

Wisconsin 

First  prize,  theatre  manager:  Lawrence  Brunet. 
Paradise,  West  Allis,  Wls.,  Class  C.  silver  plaque 
and  $300. 

District  manager  awards:  H.  Toilette,  District 
No.  5,  seventh  prize.  $250. 

Booker  awards:  R.  Saeger.  District  No.  5,  seventh 
place,  $60.  (4/5  of  seventh  place)  Joe  Strather. 

District  No.  5,  seventh  place,  $15.  (1/5  of  seventh 
place). 

Theatre  manager  awards: 

Class  C — Charles  Conway,  Varsity.  Milwaukee, 
eighteenth  place,  $50. 

Class  D — John  Ferger,  Odeon-Davison,  Beaver 
Dam,  seventh  place.  $50.  John  Scharnberg.  Park- 
way-Strand, Madison,  twenty-first  place,  $50. 

Class  E — Lawrence  Kelly,  all  theatres,  Cudahy, 
eighth  place,  $50,  Ru.ssell  Leddy,  Myers-Beverly, 
Janesville,  twentieth  place,  $50.  Joe  Baisch.  Strand, 
flreen  Bay,  thirty-sixth  place,  $50.  Charles  Below, 
Sherman,  Milwaukee,  thirty-eighth  place,  $50. 

Class  F — Manuel  Argyres.  Oakland,  Milwaukee, 
fifteenth  place.  $50.  Eugene  Phalen,  Allis,  West 
.A.lli.s,  eighteenth  place.  $50.  A.  E.  Heister,  Strand, 
Manitowoc,  nineteenth  place,  $50.  John  Collin.s, 
Grand,  Port  Washington,  twenty-fifth  place,  $50. 

Certificates  only  to  these  managers: 

Class  CJ — Myron  Neumann,  all  theatre.s,  .Stevens 
Point,  twenty-fifth  place.  Lawrence  Beltz,  Grand 
and  Verne  Rounds,  Wausau,  Wausau,  thirty-eighth 
place. 

Class  D — Ed  Hickey.  Braumart,  Iron  Mountain, 
forty-ninth  place.  William  Ryan,  Calumet.  Calu- 
met, fifty-second  place. 

Class  E — Gilbert  Courshon.  Brin  and  Lester  Bost- 
wick,  Embassy,  Neenah-Menasha,  forty-seventh 
place.  Jack  Richard.s,  Venetian.  Milwaukee,  fifty- 
eighth  place. 

Class  F — Arthur  Goddard,  Madison,  Madison, 
twenty-eighth  place.  Charles  Pharris.  Garrxk, 
Fond  du  Lac,  thirtieth  jdace.  Ru.ss  McNamee.  Colo- 
nial. Iron  Mountain,  thirty-.second  place.  Henry 
Kratz,  Strand,  Milwaukee,  thirty-fourth  place. 
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n miGHTv  CHflin 


OF  ASSURED  PICTURES 

FOR 

OCTOBER  RELEASE 


FROM  YOUR 

ENTERTAINMENT 

HEADQUARTERS 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIBUTIIIG  COBPORBTIOn 


1436  N.  BEACHWOOD  DR.,  HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF.  EXCHANGES  EVERYWHERE 


A 4-STAR 
SPECIAL 
PRODUCTION 


A BREATH-TAKING  EXPOSE  OF  A DE- 
MENTED INTERNATIONAL  BANDIT’S  UN- 
QUENCHABLE THIRST  FOR  POWER- 
AND  HUMAN  BLOOD!  NOT  PROPAGANDA 
-BUT  PLAIN,  UNVARNISHED,  DOCU- 
MENTED PROOF. 


EVERY  PICTURE  LISTED  IS  EITHER  IN  PRODUCTION  OR  BEING 


ETCHED  WITH  THE  HEART’S-BLOOD  OF  A PEOPLE 
STAGGERING  HELPLESSLY  UNDER  RUTHLESS 
OPPRESSION! 

Secrets  never  before  revealed  - A story  never  before  toldl 

A Box-Office  Insurance  Title;  A Magnificent  Motion  Picture; 
Its  Earning  Capacity  Is  Practically  Unlimited! 


EDITED  AND  WILD  POSITIVELY  BE  AVAILABLE  PER  SCHEDULE 


m-i 


FIGHTING  COURAGE,  SUBLIME  ROMANCE,  SPARKLING  COMEDY, 
AGAINST  THE  GORGEOUS  PANORAMA  OF  THE  GLORIOUS  WEST. 
This  is  the  initial  picture  of  a series  of  8 that  will  make  screen  history. 


I 


THE  SAGEBRUSH  FAMILY 


If 


TRAILS  WEST 

^ DADDV  Al  ADIf  WORLD'S  champion 

FEATURING  dUDDI  vLAKIV  JUNIOR  COWBOY 

SCREEN  PLAY  BY  WM.  LIVELY  DIRECTED  BY  PETER  STEWART 

\ 


Initial  release  of  the  first  of 
8 'Tales  of  Billy  the  Kid" 


If 


featuring 


OUSTON 


an  from  Ok 

GEORG 

He  wrote  his  own  lows  on  curtains  of 
gunfire  with  bullets  of  flaming  lead. 
HE  WAS  JUDGE,  JURY  and 
LORD  HIGH  EXECUTIONER. 

Directed  by  ROBERT  TANSEY 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIBUTinC  CORPORRTIOR 


JUSTICE  DEP'T  BANS  USE  OF  CURRENT  CODE; 
MAY  SOUND  ITS  DEATHKNELL;  MAJORS  STUNNED 


Says  Based  on  Illegal  Trade 
Structure;  Warns  Adoption 
Would  Intensify  Suits 

New  York — Having  received  assurances 
from  Paul  Williams,  assistant  to  the  at- 
torney general  in  charge  of  the  govern- 
ment’s all-industry  suit,  in  Washington 
earlier  in  the  week  that  he  found  no  spe- 
cific objections  to  the  code,  distributors 
and  their  attorneys  received  a devastating 
setback  Thursday  when  Thurman  Arnold, 
head  of  the  anti-trust  division,  after 
studying  the  trade  practice  draft,  warned 
that  if  the  code  is  put  into  effect  it  would 
“lead  to  continued  and  perhaps  additional 
prosecutions.” 

This  bombshell,  while  it  may  not  sound 
the  deathknell  of  the  code,  strikes  it  a 
body  blow  from  which  it  may  or  may  not 
recover.  At  any  event,  it  becomes  quickly 
apparent  that  all  endeavor  to  place  the 
document  into  immediate  operation  comes 
to  a complete  halt.  Distributors  at  once 
understand  they  can  not  proceed  until 
this  code,  or  some  other  code,  is  legally  in 
harmony  with  the  views  of  the  department 
of  justice.  This  may  never  eventualize. 

When  five  attorneys  for  distributors 
conferred  with  Williams  on  Monday,  they 
informed  him  it  was  their  intention  to 
send  out  the  final  draft  of  the  code  on 
August  20,  which  was  the  deadline  for  any 
reactions  from  the  department  of  justice. 
Williams  is  then  understood  to  have  in- 
formed the  lawyers  that,  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  saw  nothing  illegal  in  the 
code’s  contents. 

Is  Complete  Surprise 

Arnold’s  objections,  contained  in  a 
three-page  letter,  came  as  a complete  sur- 
prise to  the  distributors  and  attorneys 
Thursday  morning.  Those  receiving  copies 
were  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Austin  C.  Keough, 
Richard  Dwight,  Robert  W.  Perkins  and 
John  Howley,  the  group  who  conferred 
with  Williams.  Immediately  on  receipt  of 
the  letter,  William  P.  Rodgers,  chairman 
of  the  distributors’  sub-committee,  called 
a meeting  of  sales  managers  and  their 
counsel  at  the  Hays  office. 

Distributors  unofficially  are  said  to  de- 
clare the  government’s  attitude  at  this 
time  is  wholly  “unfair”  inasmuch  as  Arn- 
old, who  has  received  copies  of  all  the 
previous  drafts,  as  well  as  the  last  one, 
has  withheld  comment.  It  is  added  that 
just  as  the  industry  is  about  to  present  the 
fruits  of  more  than  a year’s  work  the  gov- 
ernment has  stepped  in  and  “upset  the 
apple  cart.”  They  would  not  have  been 
surprised  had  the  justice  department  ex- 
pressed no  opinion,  but  the  flat  rejection, 
coupled  with  the  warning  of  intensified 
prosecution,  turned  out  to  be  nothing  short 
of  a lightning  bolt. 

The  only  comment  available  from  dis- 
(Con tinned  on  page  34-C) 


What  Arnold  Told  the  Majors 


Washington — Thurman  Arnold,  the  Ad- 
ministration’s number  one  trust  buster, 
pulled  no  punches  in  declaring  that  the 
trade  practice  code  proposals  flouted  the 
•government’s  efforts  to  eliminate  mono- 
poly in  the  film  industry  and  that  their 
adoption  might  well  compel  independents 
to  comply  with  the  code  in  order  to  sur- 
vive. 

Addressing  his  letter  to  Austin  C. 
Keough,  general  counsel  of  Paramount; 
Robert  W.  Perkins,  general  counsel  of 
Warner:  J.  Robert  Rubin,  general  counsel 
of  Loew’s,  Inc.;  Richard  E.  Dwight,  of 
Dv/ight,  Harris,  Hoegel  & Caskey,  and  John 
Howley,  of  Donovan,  Leisure,  Newton  & 
Lumbard,  the  assistant  attorney  general 
warned  against  adoption  of  the  code  as 
leading  only  to  “continued  and  perhaps 
additional”  prosecutions. 

The  letter  revealed  that  a draft  of  the 
code,  dated  August  10,  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  department  for  review  and 
that  it  was  felt  by  department  officials 
that  the  time  had  come  to  place  the  gov- 
ernment definitely  on  record  and  halt  the 
reports  which  have  been  repeatedly  circu- 
lated that  the  department  would  find  the 
code  proposals  to  be  an  effective  remedy 
for  the  discriminations  of  which  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  had  complained. 

Arnold  pointed  out  that  the  draft  had 
been  submitted  “on  behalf  of  certain  ma- 
jor motion  picture  companies  who  are  de- 
fendants in  the  case  of  United  States  vs. 


Feariul  Arnold  Means 
Criminal  Action 

New  York — Distributors  are  in  a 
quandary  over  the  department  of  jus- 
tice rejection  of  the  code.  And  they 
admit  it. 

Despite  their  reiterated  declaration 
that  the  code  will  become  operative, 
when  completed,  regardless  of  what 
the  justice  department  thought,  Arnold's 
rejection  now  places  an  entirely  differ- 
ent complexion  on  the  situation. 

Distributors  already  have  been  ad- 
vised by  their  attorneys  that  Washing- 
ton may  institute  criminal,  not  civil, 
proceedings  if  the  industry  should  pro- 
ceed with  a step  it  has  been  officially 
warned  against.  If  the  alternative  to 
any  defiance  of  Arnold  could  be  defi- 
nitely established  as  one  or  a series  of 
additional  civil  actions,  some  distribu- 
tors opinion  countenances  taking  a 
chance.  But  it  is  the  uncertainty,  as 
well  as  the  fear,  of  possible  criminal 
proceedings  that  now  definitely,  and 
perhaps,  irrevocably  gum  up  the  works 
insofar  as  code  adoption  is  concerned. 


Paramount  Pictures  Inc.  et  al.”  and  that 
“an  expression  of  the  department’s  views” 
had  been  asked  for,  which  he  then  pro- 
ceeded to  give,  as  follows: 

“The  code  assumes  that  the  present  or- 
ganization of  the  motion  picture  industry 
is  legal  and  that  divestiture  of  exhibition 
and  distribution  is  unnecessary.  It  there- 
fore completely  ignores  the  position  taken 
by  the  government  in  the  pending  litiga- 
tion against  the  major  companies.  It  also 
ignores  the  repeated  statements  of  prosecu- 
tion policy  with  respect  to  the  moving 
picture  industry  made  by  the  department. 

“The  proposed  code  is,  in  effect,  an 
elaborate  set  of  trade  practice  provisions 
superimposed  upon  a combination  of  pro- 
ducers, distributors  and  exhibitors  which 
the  department  contends  is  an  illegal  and 
unreasonable  restraint  of  trade.  While  the 
code  appears  to  be  voluntary  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  its  adoption  under  existing 
conditions  might  be  to  compel  indepen- 
dents to  comply  in  order  to  survive. 

“In  addition  to  the  illegality  of  the  code 
in  failing  to  provide  for  divestiture  of  pro- 
duction and  distribution  from  exhibition, 
various  specific  provisions  of  the  code  are 
directly  challenged  by  the  government  in 
the  pending  litigation  against  the  major 
companies. 

Must  Obtain  "Divorce" 

“The  department  therefore  reaffirms  the 
position  which  it  has  consistently  taken 
since  proceedings  against  the  motion  pic- 
ture companies  were  commenced,  to  wit, 
that  divestiture  of  distributors  and  pro- 
ducers from  the  exhibition  branch  of  the 
industry  must  be  obtained.” 

The  government’s  petition  of  July  20. 
1938,  in  the  New  York  suit,  Arnold  point- 
ed out,  set  forth  the  economic  effects  of 
the  present  allegedly  illegal  combinations 
which  it  is  sought  to  dissolve,  but  none 
of  those  effects  will  be  eliminated  by  the 
code.  These  effects,  he  said,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

“1.  Independently  owned  theatres  are 
being  driven  out  of  business  because  of 
the  onerous  and  discriminatory  conditions 
not  only  on  the  rental  of  film  but  with 
respect  to  other  trade  practices.  At  the 
present  rate  at  which  independently-owned 
theatres  are  being  driven  to  financial  fail- 
ure, it  will  only  be  a question  of  a short 
time  before  there  are  no  independents  left 
in  the  field. 

“2.  New  competitors  who  attempt  to  en- 
ter the  field  of  motion  picture  exhibition 
find  it  almost  impossible  to  secure  film 
for  exhibition  on  any  reasonable  and  non- 
discriminatory  basis.  The  result  is  that 
there  is  practically  no  effective  new  com- 
petition. 

“3.  Those  independently  owned  theatres 
(Continued  on  page  34-C) 
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Schlanger  Says  Mori  Coerced 
Him  in  Vineland  Situation 


Philadelphia — Ted  Schlanger,  Warner 
zone  manager,  has  filed  an  affidavit  as- 
serting that  he  was  on  the  receiving  end, 
not  the  firing  end,  of  threats  and  intimi- 
dation when  he  spoke  to  Eugene  Mori 
about  a rival  theatre  the  latter  was  erect- 
ing in  Vineland,  N.  J. 

Schlanger  categorically  denies  he  ever 
said,  "What  right  do  you  have  in  building 
a theatre  in  Vineland?  This  is  our  terri- 
tory; you  are  infringing  on  us” — as  Mori 
alleges  in  the  affidavit  he  filed  with  U.  S. 
District  Judge  William  H.  Kirkpatrick. 

Mori’s  affidavit  was  one  of  a score  sub- 
mitted by  plaintiffs  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
brought  by  the  Cumberland  Holding  Co., 
operator  of  the  Landis  Theatre,  against 
the  Stanley-Warner  chain  and  the  major 
distributors.  Mori  is  president  of  the 
holding  company. 

Schlanger’s  affidavit,  first  of  several  to 
be  filed  by  the  defense,  charges  Mori  with 
threatening  to  bring  political  pressure  on 
the  S-W  chain  if  it  did  not  come  to  terms 
with  him,  Schlanger  says: 

"Mr.  Mori  suggested  that  it  would  be 
advisable  for  us  to  turn  over  cur  two  thea- 
tres in  Vineland  'Grand  and  Globe)  to 
him,  either  on  a management  basis,  or,  as 
an  alternative,  that  his  people  would  buy 
the  two  theatres.  I told  him  that  we  were 
not  interested  in  getting  out  of  business 
in  Vineland. 

“Whereupon  he  told  me  that  my  atti- 
tude was  foolish,  because  the  Landis  Thea- 
tre was  being  sponsored  by  local  people, 
old-timers  in  Vineland,  who  had  a great 
many  friends  there,  and  they  would  un- 
doubtedly use  their  influence  to  have  our 
theatres  boycotted.  He  said  . . . eventually 
we  would  be  forced  out  of  business. 

"He  further  stated  that  he  and  his  peo- 
ple had  very  strong  political  connections 
. . . and  that  he  was  very  friendly  with 
members  of  Congress  as  well  as  with  local 
officials,  some  of  whom  he  said  were 
even  interested  financially  not  only  in  the 
theatre,  but  in  several  other  ventures  of 
his.  He  said  he  could  go  direct  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  in  Washington,  and 
he  would  make  things  very  unpleasant 
for  us.” 

Schlanger  says  he  replied:  "Everything 
you  tell  me  is  most  interesting,  but  my 
reply  to  you  is  that  we  do  not  scare  easily.” 

Schlanger  denies  that  this  first  meet- 
ing, in  November,  1936,  was  made  by  ap- 
pointment. He  says  he  and  other  Warner 
officials  were  touring  the  territory  of 
southern  New  Jersey  that  comes  within 
the  Philadelphia  zone,  and  they  just  hap- 
pened to  drop  by  to  look  at  the  construc- 
tion going  on  at  the  site  of  the  Landis.  It 
was  Mori  himself,  Schlanger  avers,  who 
invited  the  Warner  men  over  to  his  office. 

Schlanger  says  he  did  not  know  of  plans 
to  erect  the  new  house  until  the  summer 
of  1936,  after  he  saw  a piece  in  a news- 
paper. But  the  decision  to  renovate  the 
S-W  Globe  was  made  in  April,  1935,  he 
says,  and  the  decision  to  change  it  from  a 
weekend  house  to  a full-week  schedule  was 
made  in  the  spring  of  1936. 

Schlanger  also  denies  he  made  any  of- 


fer at  that  first  meeting  to  lease  the 
Landis  for  Warner. 

The  second  conference  was  in  the  S-W 
office  in  Philadelphia,  in  December,  1936, 
on  appointment  made  by  Mori,  Schlanger 
points  out. 

There,  Schlanger  asserts,  Mori  re- 
peated substantially  what  he  said  before 
then  came  out  with  an  admission  he  was 
"anxious  now  to  lease  the  theatre  to  us. 
He  further  stated  that  he  had  found  a 
great  many  problems  in  the  motion  pic-* 
ture  business  that  he  as  a layman  did  not 
know  he  would  face,  and  stated  further 
that  he  could  not  buy  any  good  pictures 
at  first  run.” 

Mori  set  a price  of  $27,500  a year, 
Schlanger  says.  Schlanger  told  him  that 
was  "ridiculous,”  he  points  out,  and  cited 
construction  costs  to  demonstrate  such  a 
price  would  mean  a 25  to  30  per  cent  re- 
turn on  the  investment  in  the  house. 

At  the  next  meeting  in  the  S-W  office, 
Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager  of  the 
Warner  theatres,  was  present.  He  said  he 
was  interested  in  leasing  the  Landis,  but 
not  for  so  high  a figure,  Schlanger  re- 
coimts.  Mori  came  down  to  $25,000, 
Schlanger  says,  and  Bernhard  countered 
with  $16,000,  then  increased  the  offer  to 
$19,000.  Mori  then  asked,  according  to 
Schlanger,  whether  Warner  would  lease 
the  Grand  to  his  group  for  $27,500,  but 
the  Warner  men  declared  they  weren’t 
interested. 

Schlanger  refutes  an  affidavit  filed  by 
a Mr.  Einstein,  an  associate  of  Mori’s, 
which  charged  Schlanger  with  saying  at 
this  meeting:  "What  right  have  you  to 
build  a theatre  down  there?  We  were  there 
first.” 

Final  Oiler  of  $21,000 

Schlanger  continues:  "Nor  did  I raise 
any  question  of  how  the  Landis  Thea- 
tre could  operate  without  product,  or  state 
that  Warner  had  all  the  product  tied  up.” 

After  a final  offer  from  Warner  of 
$21,000  for  a lease  to  the  Landis  was 
turned  down,  Schlanger  says,  they  decided 
to  rebuild  the  Grand  completely,  to  make 
it  "as  beautiful  and  attractive  as  we  pos- 
sibly could”  in  the  face  of  the  coming 
competition. 

"Warner  has  been  charged  with  operat- 
ing theatres  in  Vineland  only  for  profit 
and  without  any  interest  in  the  commun- 
ity,” Schlanger’s  affidavit  goes  on,  re- 
ferring to  affidavits  filed  by  various 
"civic-minded  residents”  of  the  town  in 
Mori’s  behalf. 

“Of  course  we  are  in  business  to  make 
a profit,  as  is  every  other  business  con- 
cern. But  at  the  same  time  we  are  just 
as  interested  in  the  general  community 
as  any  local  business  man  might  be.  Mr. 
Mori’s  position  in  Vineland  is  that  of  a 
substantial  business  man  and  property 
owner,  and  his  motives  in  seeking  the  im- 
provement of  the  community  are  no  dif- 
ferent from  ours. 

"We  have  made  our  theatre  available  for 
community  activities  whenever  this  could 
be  done.  We  have  contributed  to  local 
(Continued  on  page  34-B) 


UA  Will  Deny  All 
In  Reply  lo  Suit 

New  York — A complete  denial  of  the 
government’s  charges  in  the  all-industry 
suit  will  be  filed  by  attorneys  for  UA  in 
federal  court  Wednesday.  'The  answers  will 
state  the  company  is  not  involved  in  any 
conspiracy  and  is  not  in  cahoots  with  any 
other  company. 

Additionally,  UA  will  claim  it  is  an  in- 
dependent distributing  company  for  a 
group  of  independent  producers  and  that 
executives  of  the  company  have  not  been 
a party  to  any  alleged  unfair  trade  prac- 
tice. 

The  answer  will  not  be  as  complete  as 
that  filed  by  Columbia,  it  is  learned,  but 
will  respond  to  the  government’s  charges. 
Attorneys  in  the  industry  hold  that  Co- 
lumbia gave  the  government  everything  in 
its  answer  and  pulled  no  punches.  It  is 
generally  conceded  no  other  defendant 
company  will  furnish  the  department  of 
justice  with  as  much  information  before 
trial  as  Columbia  did  in  its  answer. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  believed  the  gov- 
ernment is  holding  back  on  considerable 
of  the  findings  on  which  it  based  its  com- 
plaint for  30  days  before  trial.  By  that 
time,  it  is  said,  witnesses  and  cases  to  be 
cited  in  the  trial  will  be  made  public.  So 
far  there  is  no  definite  indication  when 
Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox  will  set  the 
trial  date.  He  has  indicated  January  1,  but 
then  again  there  is  some  doubt  whether 
there  will  be  a New  York  judge  available 
at  the  time. 

It  is  recalled  that  in  the  St.  Louis  equity 
suit  a Minneapolis  judge  was  called  in  to 
hear  the  case  after  Federal  Judge  George 
Moore  disqualified  himself,  following  a 
complete  vindication  for  defendants  in  the 
criminal  action. 


High  Rental  Discourages 
Proposed  Newsreel  Unit 

New  York — Plans  for  a 600-seat  thea- 
tre at  the  corner  of  43rd  St.  and  Broadway 
may  be  dropped.  Interests  operating  the 
Grand  Central  newsreel  house  have  been 
negotiating  for  the  site  as  another  news- 
reel unit,  but  lost  interest  because  of  the 
$80,000  annual  rental  asked.  Max  A. 
Cohen,  who  formerly  operated  the  George 
M.  Cohan,  which  was  torn  down,  also  had 
been  dickering  for  the  contemplated  house. 
It  is  now  understood  the  plans  have  been 
revised  whereby  stores  only  will  make  up 
the  new  building. 


San  Francisco  Newsreel 
House  Opens  September  1 

San  Francisco — William  Githens,  presi- 
dent of  Newsreel  Theatres,  Inc.  of  New 
York,  is  here  to  open  the  new  Telenews,  a 
newsreel  house,  September  1.  The  project 
is  backed  by  New  York  capital  which  in- 
tends to  open  additional  units  on  the  coast 
if  the  first  venture  here  is  successful. 
Githens  and  his  group  have  no  interest  in 
the  local  newsreel  venture  other  than  to 
make  available  their  experience  in  such 
operations. 
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Skouras  Drive  Has  Skouras  Decries  Organization 
$15,000  in  Awards  Lack  Throughout  Industry 


New  York — With  a maximum  of  $15,000 
in  cash  awards,  the  Skouras  circuit  begins 
a 10  week  “Campaign  for  G.P.S.”  starting 
August  25.  The  five  cardinal  principles 
of  the  drive,  as  set  forth  by  George 
Skouras,  in  whose  honor  the  drive  is  being 
held,  are  “To  strive  for  increased  grosses 
and  profits  by  superior  showmanship,  to 
exceed  an  established  expectancy  in  each 
theatre,  to  maintain  our  theatres  as  an  in- 
stitution in  their  respective  communities, 
predicated  upon  the  desire  to  serve;  to  de- 
velop spirited  personnel  and  efficiency  of 
operation  in  each  theatre,  and  to  insure  a 
finer  appreciation  of  motion  pictures  by  a 
better  public  understanding.” 

Managers,  district  and  division  managers 
met  Wednesday  at  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel 
where  Skouras  addressed  the  one  day  con- 
vention and  then  turned  the  gavel  over  to 
William  White,  general  manager  and  as- 
sistant to  Skouras,  who  outlined  various 
phases  of  the  drive,  mentioning  the  ser- 
vice awards  and  special  award  for  new 
ideas. 

There  will  be  seven  main  prizes  in  each 
division,  the  Long  Island,  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  to  be  broken  down  as  follows: 
First,  $500;  second,  $400;  third,  $300; 
fourth,  $250;  fifth,  $200;  sixth  $150;  sev- 
enth, $100.  Then  there  will  be  24  separate 
awards  for  service  and  maintenance,  the 
first  being  $250  and  the  last  $25.  In  addi- 
tion, any  theatre  hitting  its  expectancy  will 
receive  $100  and  any  theatre  exceeding 
90  per  cent  of  its  expectancy  will  get  $50. 

To  any  manager  who  earns  for  the  cir- 
cuit money  derived  from  benefits  and  tie- 
ups  with  organizations  and  associations 
for  specified  performances  will  be  given 
10  per  cent  of  the  gross.  However,  at 
least  $100  must  be  derived  from  such  bene- 
fits. Additionally,  $1,000  will  be  awarded 
for  ideas  with  Skouras,  White,  and  John 
M.  Benas  as  the  committee  to  decide  in 
accordance  with  the  practical  application 
of  the  subjects  presented.  Each  manager 
has  been  asked  to  sign  a pledge  to  deliver 
his  expectancy. 

Herman  Starr  is  division  manager  for 
New  Jersey,  Jack  Harris  for  Long  Island 
and  Dillon  Krepps  for  the  New  York  zone. 
Alan  Daly  of  the  home  office  is  editing  a 
weekly  publication  called  “G.P.S. ,”  during 
the  10-week  drive. 

White,  Jules  Catsiff,  Louis  Weber,  Jack 
White  and  Paul  Behrke  comprise  the  com- 
mittee on  rules  and  regulations. 

A special  award  of  $500  to  the  division 
manager  and  $250  to  the  assistant  division 
manager  will  be  paid  based  on  the  great- 
est number  of  points  earned  above  ex- 
pectancy. Each  theatre’s  expectancy  is 
valued  at  100  points  and  houses  are  to  be 
rated  at  more  than  100  points  in  relation 
to  the  business  in  excess  of  expectancy  and 
less  than  100  points  in  relation  to  defi- 
ciency in  expectancy. 


Revamp  at  Morristown 

Morristown,  N.  J. — Walter  Reade  has 
darkened  the  Jersey  for  a month  for  al- 
terations. The  Park  and  Community  con- 
tinue operation,  day-and-dating  with  War- 
ner’s Baker  at  Dover. 


GEORGE  P.  SKOURAS 


Metro  Will  Build  New 
Quarters  in  London 

London — Sam  Eckman  jr.,  managing  di- 
rector for  M-G-M  in  Great  Britain,  is  to 
have  a new,  official  home.  The  company 
has  completed  plans  for  an  eight-story 
building  on  a site  fronting  Shaftesbury 
Ave.  and  facing  three  streets. 

The  building  is  scheduled  for  occupancy 
by  June  of  next  year  and  will  cover  a 
ground  area  of  50,000  square  feet.  It  will 
include  two  preview  theatres,  one  seating 
100  and  the  other  400,  and  will  become 
the  home  of  all  M-G-M  trade  shows. 

Part  of  the  basement,  significantly,  will 
be  designed  as  a bomb-proof  shelter. 

RKO  Houses  Again  Give 
Vaudeville  a Chance 

New  York — Vaudeville  is  perking  up 
again  at  the  RKO  theatres.  The  Palace, 
Cleveland,  Shubert,  Cincinnati,  and  the 
Colonial,  Dayton,  will  resume  after  Labor 
Day.  Stage  shows  are  part  of  the  policy 
at  the  Boston,  Boston,  and  Palace,  Chi- 
cago. Stock  shows  employing  prominent 
Broadway  stage  names  along  with  single 
features  have  been  reported  for  the  cir- 
cuit in  the  metropolitan  area. 

"Stanley  and  Livingstone" 
Has  Three  Weeks  at  Roxy 

New  York — “Stanley  and  Livingstone”  is 
being  held  for  a third  and  final  week  at 
the  Roxy  while  “In  Name  Only”  is  cur- 
rently in  its  third  stanza  at  the  Music 
Hall,  the  latter  picture  being  the  first  to 
be  held  there  for  three  weeks  in  the  past 
six  months. 


Local  B-51  Meets  Sept.  11 

New  York — Members  of  Local  B-51  will 
hold  their  first  meeting  of  the  new  season 
September  11. 


New  York — “Adverse  economic  condi- 
tions of  the  country  naturally  affect  every 
line  of  business  and  although  the  motion 
picture  theatre,  because  of  its  unique  posi- 
tion, can  meet  adverse  conditions  and 
weather  the  storms  successfully,  yet  the 
lack  of  a unified  organization  in  the  in- 
dustry, governed  by  intellectually  honest 
and  progressive  thinking  people,  permits 
such  adverse  conditions  to  create  an  un- 
savory atmosphere.  Where  the  catch-as- 
catch-can  system  prevails,  the  dignity  dis- 
appears, and  the  old  attitude  of  ‘joints’ 
and  ‘nickelodeon  days’  predominates,” 
George  P.  Skouras,  head  of  the  Skouras 
circuit,  informs  his  men  in  the  first  mes- 
sage to  launch  a 10-week  business  drive 
starting  Friday. 

He  adds,  “Motion  pictures  have  also  had 
their  moral  and  educational  influences 
which  a great  many  people,  among  them 
many  public  spirited  citizens,  have  rightly 
or  wrongly  resented,  especially  where  it 
concerns  their  young  and,  in  their  eager- 
ness to  protect  them,  have  criticized  and 
denounced  the  industry  quite  often  and 
quite  belligerently,  instead  of  bringing 
constructive  criticism  and  help,  offering 
and  developing  ideas  and  trying  to  correct 
and  improve  on  what  may  appear  to  be 
the  faults  and  the  shortcomings  of  the 
industry  as  a whole.” 

Skouras  continues  with  “In  spite  of  any 
economic  conditions,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  undertake  the  task  of  preventing  a re- 
currence of  the  ‘joint’  atmosphere  and  to 
promote  dignity,”  pointing  out  the  edu- 
cational and  entertainment  value  in  films. 
“It  is  left  to  us,”  he  states,  “within  the 
scope  of  our  own  endeavors,  to  establish  an 
order,  in  spite  of  the  obstacles  at  hand.” 

Production  by  Unemployed 
To  Hinge  on  Financing 

Washington  — Whether  Mrs.  Hallie 
Flanagan,  director  of  the  former  federal 
theatre  project,  will  continue  her  work  of 
staging  plays  with  unemployed  actors  will 
depend  largely  upon  the  financing  that  can 
be  secured  for  such  a scheme,  it  is  indi- 
cated. 

Mrs.  Flanagan  denied  reports  that  she 
would  join  Sam  Hadelsman,  New  York 
theatre  project  administrator,  who  is  seek- 
ing civic  and  labor  organization  backing 
for  the  project,  abolished  by  Congress  last 
month  in  appropriating  funds  for  relief. 

Allied  Regional  Goes 
To  New  Jersey  Meet 

New  York — The  long  delayed  eastern 
Allied  regional,  originally  scheduled  to  be 
held  here  in  conjunction  with  the  New 
York  Allied  convention,  now  is  slated  for 
the  Allied  of  New  Jersey  convention  in  At- 
lantic City,  September  6-8. 

The  postponement  and  holding  of  the 
session  at  the  New  Jersey  convention  is 
seen  as  a direct  slap  at  Max  A.  Cohen, 
president  of  the  New  York  unit  and  re- 
garded in  national  Allied  ranks  as  “the 
bad  boy.” 
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Nazis  Throw  Film  Jews  Out 
Of  Work  in  Czechoslovakia 


New  York — The  “purge”  of  all  Jewish 
employes  of  the  six  American  companies 
operating  in  Prague  is  now  complete  as  a 
result  of  the  decree  “prohibiting  the  em- 
ployment of  non- Aryans”  which  went  into 
effect  Tuesday. 

Columbia  and  Warner  are  the  only  two 
companies  who  do  not  operate  there.  They 
discontinued  business  with  their  respective 
franchise  holders  when  the  Nazis  took 
over. 

United  Artists’  Otto  Mantell  is  affected 
by  the  decree.  He  was  the  last  of  the 
American  representatives  to  remain  in 
Czechoslovakia  despite  the  fact  he  is  Jew- 
ish. It  is  expected  another  place  will  be 
found  for  him  in  the  UA  foreign  depart- 
ment. 

M-G-M  is  keeping  its  Prague  office 
open  although  Manager  Leo  F.  Berger  left 
the  country  some  time  ago.  Twentieth- 
Fox  has  replaced  Leo  Branfeld  with  Ru- 
dolf Urban.  Paramount  now  has  E.  Bures 
in  place  of  R.  Jelinek  and  RKO  has  Karel 
R.  Molacek  in  Otto  Sommenfeld’s  spot. 
Universal’s  Jarel  Tulacek  remains  in  his 
present  post. 

There  is  no  accurate  means  of  determin- 
ing the  number  of  salesmen  and  office 
workers  affected  since  home  office  records 
only  carry  information  about  respective 
branch  managers  and  their  assistants. 

Maintaining  offices  in  Prague  is  more  or 
less  a formality  since  the  German  mark  is 
“blocked.”  which  means  that  although  it  is 
quoted  on  the  exchange  as  equivalent  to 
approximately  40  cents,  the  majors  actu- 
ally receive  about  three  cents  for  each 
mark  when  they  are  allowed  to  withdraw 
the  revenue  accumulated  from  rentals. 


G.ainger  Signs  Butterfield 
New  York — James  R.  Grainger,  Repub- 
lic’s president,  is  back  from  Detroit  where 
he  closed  with  the  Butterfield  circuit  on 
the  new  season  lineup. 


It  Was  Lucky  Miss 
For  Gould 

New  York — BOXOFFICE  on  August 
12  carried  an  item  about  Walter 
Gould,  UA's  Latin  American  super- 
visor, who  wrote  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
that  "it  was  a delightful  flight,  smooth 
and  uneventful." 

On  her  next  hop  from  Miami  south- 
ward bound,  the  Pan-American  Air- 
ways flying  boat  crashed  into  the  har- 
bor at  Rio  de  Janeiro  causing  the 
death  of  14  aboard,  including  Evaristo 
G.  Miranda,  manager  of  the  Warner 
office  at  Recife,  Brazil.  He  was  en  route 
to  a sales  meeting  called  by  Sam  E. 
Morris  for  Rio. 


KAO  Net  Increased 
For  Current  Hall 

New  York — Net  profit  for  KAO  and 
subsidiaries  for  the  26  weeks  ended  July  1 
totals  $525,909.13,  after  all  charges.  This 
compares  with  $388,194.41  for  the  same 
period  last  year.  B.  F.  Keith  Corp.,  for 
the  six  months  ended  July  1,  reports  net 
earnings  of  $332,887.09,  as  compared  with 
$254,538.01  for  the  first  six  months  of 
1938. 

Profit  before  depreciation  for  KAO  for 
the  six  months  was  $1,036,703.09.  Earn- 
ings before  depreciation  and  income  taxes 
for  B.  F.  Keith  for  the  same  period  totaled 
$679,100.31. 


To  Donahue  and  Coe 

Hollywood — Richard  A.  Rowland  Pro- 
ductions has  appointed  Donahue  and  Coe 
of  New  York  its  advertising  agency  on  its 
two  releases  designed  for  UA. 


They're  Tired,  but  Also  Happy — 

Oscar  A.  Doob  suggests  the  reader  be  not  misled  by  the  woeful  expressions 
of  Joe  Vogel,  center,  and  Harry  Shaw,  extreme  right.  He  says  they  really 
are  very  happy,  but  tired  in  this  picture  which  was  made  after  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Judy  Garland  jammed  ’em  into  Loew  houses  in  New  Haven, 
Hartford  and  Bridgeport.  During  it  all,  Vogel,  as  in  Washington,  and  Shaw 
served  as  ushers,  bodyguards,  pacifiers  and  utility  men  at  large.  At  the 
left  is  Les  Peterson,  studio  representative.  He  is  making  the  tour  with 
the  two  youngsters. 


Spanish  Restrictions 
Astound  Producers 

New  York — Latest  terms  by  which  the 
majors  might  resume  operations  in  Spain 
are  proving  an  eye-opener  for  the  foreign 
managers  who,  to  say  the  least,  are  slight- 
ly flabbergasted  by  the  stipulations  out- 
lined by  the  minister  of  industry  and  com- 
merce. 

The  majors  would  have  to  produce  one 
Spanish  picture  in  Spain  before  they  re- 
ceive a permit  to  distribute  ten  American 
pictures.  In  lieu  of  making  a picture,  the 
companies  may  post  a bond,  the  amount 
of  which  has  not  been  determined,  but 
which  would  be  used  by  the  government  for 
production  purposes. 

In  addition  to  producing  the  Spanish 
pictures,  the  companies  would  have  to  dis- 
tribute them  with  half  the  profits  going 
to  the  Spanish  government.  No  provisions 
are  made  for  the  companies  to  take  money 
out  of  Spain.  Apparently  the  aim  of  the 
government  is  to  “block  the  peseta”  and 
credit  them  to  the  companies  in  the  hope 
the  money  will  be  used  for  production  pur- 
poses. 

As  yet,  no  company  has  indicated  any 
willingness  to  do  business  in  Spain  under 
those  conditions.  The  majors’  only  hope 
is  to  have  the  government  apply  more  mod- 
erate terms. 

Expect  a Showdown  on 
Delaware  Blue  Laws 

Rehoboth  Beach,  Del. — An  attempt  to 
show  films  on  Sunday  may  be  used  as  a 
means  of  focusing  public  attention  on 
Delaware’s  144-year-old  blue  laws  that 
date  from  Colonial  days. 

Caleb  M.  Wright,  Georgetown,  attorney 
for  Charles  S.  Horn,  owner-manager  of 
the  Blue  Hen  Theatre  here,  said  efforts 
will  be  made  to  arouse  the  public’s  atten- 
tion to  the  laws,  probably  through  a strict 
enforcement  program.  The  movement  for 
strict  enforcement  to  bring  about  a show- 
down of  the  law  is  the  result  of  the  clos- 
ing last  Sunday  of  the  Blue  Hen  'Theatre 
and  the  arrest  and  fining  of  Manager 
Horn  and  three  theatre  employes.  They 
were  fined  $4  and  costs  each. 


Sunday  Show  Reierendum 
Planned  at  Wellsboro 

Wellsboro,  Pa. — Arrangements  are  be- 
ing speeded  by  the  county  commissioners 
for  holding  a Sunday  show  referendum  in 
Tioga  county,  together  with  the  November 
7 general  election.  The  move  represents 
a victory  for  blue  law  advocates  who  have 
been  fighting  for  a year  on  the  issue. 


Ban  on  Sunday  Show 
Holds  in  Rensselaer 

Rensselaer,  N.  Y. — Sunday  showings 
are  still  banned  here.  Mayor  William  T. 
Wright  vetoed  a common  council  ordin- 
ance to  permit  pictures  on  Sunday. 
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TO:  Red  WRITTEN  AT:  New  York 

FROM:  L.  W.  DATE:  Sunday 

You'd  be  surprised  how  things  get  around.  Seems  that  a theatre  in  a 
Catskill  Mountain  resort  town  showed  a one-reel  band  number  featuring  the 
music  of  "Swing  and  Sway  With  Sammy  Kaye."  A few  days  later  the  thea- 
tre owner  noticed  a local  hotel  operator  had  posted  this  sign  over  the  hotel 
entrance:  "Ess  and  Press  With  Mortimer  Hess." 

France  Promises  Abuses  on 
Imports  Here  Will  Cease 


39  on  Will  Hays'  List  to 
Show  Film  Progress 

Hollywood— In  a statement,  aimed  at 
the  public,  Will  H.  Hays  officially  inaugu- 
rates the  Golden  Jubilee  celebration  by 
listing  39  pictures  from  eight  companies 
as  examples  of  product  which  “will  dem- 
onstrate the  progress  and  significance  of 
the  art.” 

M-G-M  and  RKO  head  the  list  with 
eight  each.  He  lists  six  from  20th  Cen- 
tury-Pox,  and  four  apiece  from  Paramount, 
Universal  and  Warner;  three  from  UA 
and  two  from  Columbia.  In  their  alpha- 
betical alignment,  this  is  the  selection: 

Columbia 

“Golden  Boy”  and  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington.” 

M-G-M 

“Another  Thin  Man,”  “Babes  in  Arms,” 
“Balalaika,”  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  “Ni- 
notchka,”  “Northwest  Passage,”  “The  Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  and  “The  Women.” 

Paramount 

“Disputed  Passage,”  “The  Light  That 
Failed,”  “Rulers  of  the  Sea”  and  “Victor 
Herbert.” 

RKO 

“Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  “Allegheny 
Frontier,”  “Fifth  Avenue  Girl,”  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,”  “In  Name 
Only,”  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  “Pinnochio” 
and  “Swiss  Family  Robinson.” 

20th  Century-Fox 

“Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes,”  “The 
Blue  Bird,”  “Drums  Along  the  Mohawk,” 
“Hollywood  Cavalcade,”  “The  Rains  Came” 
and  “Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 

United  Artists 

“Eternally  Yours,”  “The  Great  Dictator” 
and  “Intermezzo.” 

Universal 

“First  Love,”  “Tower  of  London,”  “The 
Underpup”  and  “When  Tomorrow  Comes.” 

Warner  Bros. 

“The  Old  Maid,”  “On  Your  Toes,”  “The 
Private  Lifes  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,”  and 
“We  Are  Not  Alone.” 

No  Decision  on  Sullivan 
Dismissal  Application 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice  Felix 
C.  Benvenga  has  reserved  decision  on  ap- 
plication of  the  News  Syndicate  and  Ed 
Sullivan  to  dismiss  the  $1,000,000  pla- 
giarism action  against  them  brought  by 
Walter  Wanger  and  Walter  Wanger  Pro- 
ductions. 

Wanger  claims  libel  in  the  May  21  issue 
of  the  New  York  Daily  News.  The  defense 
of  the  newspaper  is  there  was  no  libel  in 
the  article  and  that  no  average  reader 
would  find  libelous  material  in  the  story. 

Wanger’s  attorney  claimed  malicious  libel 
and  asserted  the  story  was  the  first  of  a 
series  designated  to  aid  Samuel  Goldwyn 
in  his  fight  with  UA.  The  plaintiff  al- 
leges the  article  represented  him  to  be  the 
producer  of  slipshod,  factory-made  films. 


6 Claims  Againsi  RKO 
Are  Ordered  Slashed 

New  York — Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy,  on  application  of  Irving  Trust, 
trustee  of  RKO,  has  ordered  the  reduction 
of  six  claims  against  the  company  totaling 
$2,241,463  to  $411,685  and  allowed  them 
in  that  amount. 

The  claims  were  those  of  Alfred  E. 
Piegel  for  $24,061,  reduced  to  $11,629,  and 
the  Criterion  Advertising  Co.  for  $404,686, 
reduced  to  $314,333,  both  for  defaulting 
on  billboard  advertising.  The  claim  of  the 
U.  S.  National  Bank  of  Denver  for  $81,165 
was  allowed  in  that  amount,  the  claim 
being  based  on  a guaranty  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  on  the  mortgage  bonds 
of  Denver  Orpheum. 

The  claim  of  the  Chemical  Bank  and 
Trust  Co.  for  services  on  RKO’s  reorgani- 
zation was  allowed  in  full  as  a priority 
claim.  It  totaled  $4,568. 

Lastly  the  judge  expunged  two  claims, 
the  first  for  $124,083  filed  by  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  the  second  by  the 
Publix  Indiana  Corp.  for  $1,602,900,  both 
of  these  having  previously  been  assigned  to 
RKO  Orpheum,  which  had  tendered  a re- 
lease to  the  parent  company  in  December, 
1937. 

The  office  of  special  master,  George  W. 
Alger  states  the  hearings  on  the  fairness 
of  Atlas’s  underwriting  agreement  for  the 
RKO  common  will  in  all  probability  com- 
mence the  early  part  of  this  week. 


Still  More  Anti-Labor 
Taint  on  "Citizen" 

Washington — Under  a Hollywood  date- 
line, CIO  News,  official  organ  of  the  Con- 
gress of  Industrial  Organizations,  reports 
Hollywood  observers,  unidentified,  view 
“Our  Leading  Citizen”  as  “a  direct  attack 
on  labor.” 

According  to  this  source,  John  R.  Chap- 
lin, Hollywood  correspondent  for  Feder- 
ated Press,  labor  news  service,  describes 
the  film  as  “the  most  vicious  anti-labor 
script  that  has  ever  been  turned  out  in 
Hollywood.” 


By  the  Capitol  Observer 

Washington  — Precautions  against  the 
misuse  of  the  immunity  accorded  matter 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  diplo- 
matic pouches,  to  prevent  a recurrence 
of  the  recent  investigation  of  the  entry 
of  French  films  by  the  New  York  federal 
grand  jury,  have  been  taken  by  the  French 
government,  the  state  department  has  been 
advised  by  the  French  Ambassador. 

A note  presented  by  Ambassador  de 
Saint-Quentin  to  acting  secretary  of  state 
Sumner  Welles  this  week  disclosed  that 
the  French  government  was  advised  of 
the  alleged  misuse  of  the  pouch  some 
months  ago  and  has  been  conducting  an 
investigation  of  its  own  since  last  March. 

Denies  Evading  Law 

The  ambassador  denied  that  there  was 
any  intention  of  evading  the  customs  du- 
ties or  violating  the  law  in  any  respect  in 
bringing  the  films  into  this  country  under 
diplomatic  seal,  although  he  admitted  there 
may  have  been  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  the  French  officials. 

Count  de  Saint-Quentin  assured  Welles 
that  he  would  transmit  to  his  government 
the  report  of  the  New  York  grand  jury, 
dealing  with  the  use  of  the  diplomatic 
pouch  in  April,  1938,  and  January,  1939, 
to  bring  in  pictures  for  an  American  mo- 
tion picture  photographer. 

"No  Deliberate  Intentions" 

“They  have  established  that  there  may 
have  been  ignorance  of  the  American  reg- 
ulations or  lack  of  surveillance  on  the  part 
of  certain  of  the  French  officials  who 
handled  the  shipment  by  the  pouch  of  the 
films  in  question,”  he  said,  in  referring 
to  the  investigations  in  Paris.  “I  express 
to  you  my  regrets  on  this  account,  but 
I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  give  you  as- 
surance that  not  one  of  the  officials  in 
question  deliberately  facilitated  the  usage 
of  the  diplomatic  pouch  by  an  American 
business  man  in  order  to  permit  him  to 
defraud  the  Federal  customs. 

“Nor  was  that  the  intention,  I am  con- 
vinced, of  the  directors  of  the  French  Line 
who  make  it  their  duty  to  respect  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  as  in  France. 

“I  have  no  need  to  add  that  the  French 
government  has  taken  all  measures  neces- 
sary to  correct  the  irregularities  which 
may  have  been  committed  in  the  use  of 
the  diplomatic  pouch  and  to  prevent  their 
recurrence.” 
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Names  Alger  to  Hear 
Atlas  RKO  Offer 


New  York  — Federal  Judge  William  O. 
Bondy  has  signed  the  formal  order  ap- 
pointing George  W.  Alger  as  special  master 
to  decide  whether  the  offer  of  the  Atlas 
Corp.  of  $4  a share  on  the  underwriting 
of  the  new  RKO  common  is  fair  and  if 
Atlas,  as  underwriter,  is  entitled  to  com- 
pensation for  the  underwriting. 

The  judge  approved  the  sitting  in  of  the 
SEC  at  the  hearings  to  advise  the  master. 
SEC  filed  intentions  of  so  doing  through 
Attorneys  J.  Anthony  Panuch  and  Mar- 
land  Gale. 

The  final  order  of  Judge  Bondy  before 
leaving  on  his  vacation  was  to  approve 
an  allowance  of  $7,000  to  Alger  for  his 
report  on  hearings  held  before  him  dur- 
ing May  and  June,  1938,  on  modifications 
of  the  RKO  plan  of  reorganization.  He 
had  previously  received  $27,500. 

"Test  Pilot"  Piracy  Suit 
Dismissal  Reversed 

New  York — The  circuit  court  of  appeals 
has  reversed  the  decision  of  Federal  Judge 
Alfred  C.  Coxe  who  had  dismissed  the 
$1,000,000  action  by  Dolores  Lacy  Collins 
as  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  James  H. 
Collins  against  the  M-G-M  Pictures  Corp., 
M-G-M  Distributing  Corp.,  Loew’s,  Inc., 
and  the  Culver  Export  Corp.,  in  which  the 
plaintiff  had  claimed  plagiarism  of  her 
husband’s  book,  “Test  Pilot.”  in  the  pic- 
ture of  the  same  name. 

The  circuit  court  declared  that  “by  the 
record  as  it  stands  we  think  the  com- 
plainant has  not  had  her  day  in  court.  If, 
at  the  new  hearing,  the  judge  should  de- 
termine that  the  continuity  is  a fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  motion  picture,  he  should 
dismiss  the  complaint.” 

Tarkington  Application 
Denied  by  Judge  Bondy 

New  York  — Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  has  denied  an  application  by  Booth 
Tarkington  to  dismiss  the  $18,750  counter- 
claim against  him  in  connection  with  the 
author’s  action  againt  Warner.  The  judge 
also  denied  Tarkington ’s  request  to  strike 
out  the  answer  of  Warner,  but  did  grant 
him  a bill  of  particulars. 

Tarkington  seeks  an  injunction,  an  ac- 
coimting  of  the  profits  and  damages  be- 
cause of  "Penrod  and  His  'Twin  Brother,” 
claiming  the  film  was  not  based  on  any 
story  of  his,  which,  he  asserts,  is  a viola- 
tion of  his  agreement  with  Warner. 

Restrainer  Denied  Over 
A Defacement  Charge 

New  York — Denial  of  an  application 
by  Essakap  Holding  Corp.  for  a temporary 
injunction  against  the  Fifth  Avenue  Films 
Inc.,  reveals  the  action  in  the  supreme 
court.  The  suit  charges  breach  of  a por- 
tion of  the  lease  whereby  the  theatre  was 
not  to  deface  the  property.  It  is  charged 
this  is  being  done  by  advertising  signs. 


— Ralph  Morgan 

En  Route  to  London — 

Or  Leslie  Howard  as  he  arrived  at  the 
Newark  Airport  from  the  coast  en 
route  to  London  where  he  will  star 
in  a series  to  be  produced  in  associ- 
ation with  Walter  Putter  for  RKO 
distribution.  First  will  be  “The  Man 
Who  Lost  Himself.” 

Folly  Amusement  Has 
Time  to  Amend  Suit 

New  York — In  dismissing  the  anti-trust 
action  of  the  Folly  Amusement  Holding 
Corp.  against  UA,  Federal  Judge  Murray 
Hulbert  granted  the  plaintiff  leave  to 
amend  in  20  days  and  partially  granted 
other  majors  involved  a bill  of  particulars 
to  be  served  in  30  days.  The  plaintiff  was 
the  owner  and  operator  of  the  Folly,  Brook- 
lyn. It  claims  that  as  a result  of  a mon- 
opoly on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  it 
was  put  out  of  business  with  a loss  of 
$250,000.  The  suit  was  for  triple  that  sum. 

UA  was  the  only  defendant  to  seek  a 
dismissal,  which  was  granted  because 
“there  is  no  specific  reference  in  the  com- 
plaint which  shows  United  Artists  as  a 
participant  in  the  conspiracy  and  no  spe- 
cific action  alleged  in  furtherance  thereof 
in  which  the  United  Artists  Corp.  par- 
ticipated.” 

Loew’s,  while  not  asking  a dismissal, 
has  sought  that  part  of  the  action  be 
dismissed.  Randforce  Amusement  Corp., 
Samuel  Rinzler  and  Louis  Frisch  had 
asked  for  40  particulars:  Loew’s,  29;  War- 
ners and  Vitagraph,  26;  20th  Century-Fox, 
19;  RKO,  29;  Paramomit,  27;  Universal 
Pictures  and  the  Big  U Film  Exchanges, 
29;  Republic,  28,  and  Monogram,  14. 

Esquire  Amusement  Sues 
Over  Theatre  Lease 

New  York — Esquire  Amusement  Corp. 
has  filed  a $50,173  damage  action  in  the 
supreme  court  against  the  Gnalbel  Realty 
Corp.  claiming  the  defendant  had  granted 
a five-year  lease  on  the  George  M.  Cohan 
Theatre  in  1936  which  was  foreclosed  by 
Metropolitan  Life  in  1938,  thus  dispos.ses- 
sing  him. 


Woman  Manager  at 
Bronxville  Unit 

New  York — Dorothy  Krepps,  wife  of  Dil- 
lon Krepps,  recently  appointed  division 
manager  of  the  Skouras  circuit  in  Man- 
hattan, Bronx  and  Westchester  division,  is 
now  manager  of  the  Bronxville,  Bronx- 
ville, formerly  under  the  guidance  of  her 
husband.  She  is  the  only  woman  manager 
in  the  circuit,  a graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  and  a member  of  the  Bronx- 
ville Women’s  Club. 

“Gus”  Kessler,  up  until  some  time  ago, 
decided  to  give  up  her  secretarial  post  to 
George  Skouras  to  become  a manager  in 
Long  Island  and  recently  gave  that  up  to 
become  a home  office  executive. 

Other  changes  in  the  circuit  have  Nick 
Mann,  distantly  related  to  Skouras,  resign- 
ing as  manager  of  the  Strand,  Jersey  City, 
to  go  into  the  grapefruit  business  in  Flori- 
da. He  is  succeeded  by  M.  Smith,  relief 
manager.  Paul  Hamilton  of  the  Blenheim 
is  now  at  the  Symphony  with  Lou  'Tur- 
chem,  assistant  manager  at  the  Blenheim, 
taking  over  full  responsibility.  Jack  Bock- 
ser  has  been  transferred  from  the  Apollo, 
Jersey  City,  to  the  Crotona,  Bronx.  Mort 
Green,  former  Crotona  manager,  is  ill. 


Film  Donors  to  N,  Y,  Fund 
Bring  Total  to  $70,151 

New  York — Additional  contribution  of 
$1,378  to  the  motion  picture  section  of 
the  Greater  New  York  Fund  sends  the  total 
to  $70,151,  topping  last  year’s  figure  by 
$9,594. 


The  list  of  additional 

contributions  fol- 

lows: 

Employe 

Firm 

Group 

Al’oemarle  Theatre,  Inc... 

$100 

Audio  Products  Co 

$165.50 

Elton  Operating  Co 

25 

G.  & A.  Holding  Corp 

25 

Interboro  Circuit,  Inc 

100 

257.93 

Rinzler  & Frisch 

250 

Screenless  Colortone 
Corp 

407.50 

Stillwell  Theatre,  Inc 

25 

Windsor  Circuit  Corp 

25 

Theatrical  Stage  Em- 
ployes Local  No.  4 

100 

George  Skouras  May  Take 
Cedarhurst  Playhouse 

New  York — George  Skouras  of  Skouras 
Theatres  may  take  over  Ben  Moss’  Play- 
house at  Cedarhurst,  L.  I.  The  Skouras 
circuit  operates  theatres  in  Valley  Stream 
and  Hempstead  and  the  Moss  house  may 
fit  into  the  setup  nicely.  Skouras  and 
Moss  have  an  operating  pool  for  the  City 
and  Jefferson  on  14th  St. 


Assail  Assessment 

Wilmington,  Del. — The  Old  Time  Pe- 
troleum Co.,  of  Wilmington,  owners  and 
lessees  of  the  Warner  Theatre,  Dela- 
ware’s largest  theatre,  filed  suit  in  court  of 
chancery  here  charging  excessive  taxes. 
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— Pan  American  Airways 

And  Then  to  Europe — 

J.  J.  Milstein,  m the  dark  suit,  flies 
to  Europe  for  London  and  Paris  pre- 
mieres of  ‘‘The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 
Arthur  W.  Kelly,  UA  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  sales,  goes  to  the 
airport  at  Port  Washington  to  bid  him 
bon  voyage. 


J^DOLPH  ZUKOR,  chairman  of  Para- 
mount’s board,  and  John  W.  Hicks  jr., 
vice-president  in  charge  of  the  company’s 
foreign  distribution,  sailed  from  Sydney, 
Australia,  for  Los  Angeles  on  the  Monterey, 
Friday  . . . Brenda  Marshall,  who  plays  the 
feminine  lead  opposite  Joel  McCrea  in 
“Espionage  Agent”  for  Warner,  is  in  Goth- 
am on  a month’s  vacation  . . . Herman 
Wobber,  general  manager  of  distribution 
for  20th-Pox  is  due  to  return  from  the 
coast  in  a few  days.  While  there  he  held 
studio  conferences  and  discussed  product 
deals  with  far  western  circuits. 

R.  E.  Griffith  of  the  Oklahoma  Grif- 
fiths has  been  in  town  the  past  week  on 
film  buys  . . . Larry  Kent,  FWC  chief  book- 
er, is  still  around  town,  but  expects  to 
finish  up  any  day  now  and  return  west 
. . . Q.  and  A.  Department:  Did  you  know 
the  Skouras  circuit  employs  2,000  people 
for  approximately  60  units  in  the  circuit 
. . . Orson  Welles  has  adopted  a W-year-old 
Spanish  refugee  . . . Ben  Washer  has  left 
UA  again,  this  time  to  join  Donahue  & 
Coe  in  the  fall  on  legitimate  theatre  ad- 
vertising activities.  No  successor  has  been 
named  . . . Lynn  Farnol  returned  from  the 
coast  by  plane  . . . Ned  E.  Depinet  got 
back  from  Hollywood  over  the  weekend 
. . . James  R.  Grainger  made  a quick  trip 
to  Detroit  during  the  week  . . . Lester 
Cooper  of  the  Warner  studio  editorial  de- 
partment has  gone  back  to  the  coast  after 
a fortnight’s  vacation  m these  parts  . . . 
Frank  Donovan.  Pathe  production  man- 
ager, is  vacationing  at  Nassau  Point.  L.  I., 
while  his  assistant,  Louise  Rousseau,  is  on 
the  coast  pleasure  and  business  bent. 

Henry  P.  Krecke,  M-G-M  foreign  de- 
partment executive,  is  back  from  a vaca- 
tion spent  at  the  sea  shore  . . . I.  E.  Lopeit 
has  returned  from  the  coast  . . . Joseph  D. 
Basson,  head  of  Local  306,  spends  his 
weekends  at  his  summer  home  in  Spring 


Valley.  When  asked  if  he  had  an  ad.join- 
ing  pool,  Basson  said,  “The  only  pool  we 
have  is  in  the  bathtub”  . . . Leo  Mishkin, 
film  critic  for  the  New  York  Morning  Tele- 
graph, is  vacationing  on  Broadway,  believe 
it  or  not.  He  returns  to  his  desk  Monday 
after  daily  cruising  the  Main  Stem  for  new 
adventure  . . . Frank  Roehrenbeck,  gen- 
eral manager  of  WHN,  Loew  radio  sub- 
sidiary in  New  York,  is  vacationing  in  the 
Thousand  Islands  and  promises  to  bring 
home  either  the  fish  or  pictures  of  fish  he 
will  catch  . . . Among  Normandie  arrivals 
of  the  week  were  Tamara,  who  made  quite 
a hit  in  “Leave  It  to  Me,”  and  Leon  Leon- 
idoff,  stage  producer  for  the  Music  Hall. 
Also  on  the  passenger  list  were  Robert 
Stevenson,  the  director,  and  his  wife,  Anna 
Lee,  British  actress;  Eric  von  Stroheim, 
Simone  Berriaud,  Andre  Lefaur,  Michel 
Simon,  Claude  Dauphin,  Rosine  Derene, 
Lise  Courbet  and  Yves  Mirande,  who  made 
scenes  on  the  boat  coming  over  for  a 
French  film  . . . Stevenson  already  is  in 
Hollywood  to  direct  a picture  for  Selznick 
International. 

Harry  L.  Gold,  vice-president  and  east- 
ern sales  manager  for  UA,  is  on  a strict 
diet  and  observes  it  to  the  letter  . . . L. 
Jack  Schlaifer,  another  UA  vice-president 
but  in  charge  of  western  sales,  wasn’t  in 
New  York  long  before  he  boarded  a choo- 
choo  for  the  midwest  and  west  . . . Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  Universal  president,  is  due  from 
the  coast  the  end  of  the  month,  follow- 
ing which  Matty  Fox,  his  assistant,  will 
leave  for  the  studios.  While  on  the  sub- 
ject, William  A.  Scully,  Universal  sales 
mayiager,  says  the  exhibitor  testimonial 
drive  is  coming  along  nicely.  M.  A.  Light- 
man,  head  of  the  Malco  circuit;  John 
Nolan  of  the  Comerford  circuit  and  self- 
appointed  rear  admiral  in  the  drive;  Bob 
O’Donnell,  general  manager  of  the  Inter- 
state circuit  of  Texas,  and  Charles  Hay- 
man,  Buffalo  independent  circuit  operator, 
have  all  contributed  gifts  to  stimulate  the 
drive  . . . Louis  Phillips,  Paramount  home 
office  attorney,  returned  early  in  the  week 
from  Chicago,  reporting  his  trip  was  in 


connection  with  the  B&K  suit  which  is  to 
be  resumed  September  5. 

Harry  C.  Arthur  of  the  F&M  Circuit  is 
back  in  St.  Louis  after  several  weeks  here 
. . . Mrs.  Harry  M.  Goetz,  wife  of  the  RKO 
producer,  has  been  in  New  York  from  the 
coast  ...  So  has  Max  Gordon,  Goetz’s 
partner  in  production  of  “Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois”  and  “The  American  Way”  . . . 
Del  Goodman,  managing  director  in  the 
Par  East  for  20th  Century-Fox,  is  in  Chi- 
cago, an  old  stamping  ground,  vacationing. 
Thereafter,  he  goes  to  the  coast  and  is  due 
in  New  York  again  about  October  1 . . . 
Joe  McConville,  former  domestic  distribu- 
tor and  now,  of  course,  in  charge  of  Co- 
lumbia’s foreign  distribution,  returns  to 
the  States  aboard  the  Normandie,  August 
28  . . . Harry  M.  Warner’s  plans  are  un- 
changed. He  is  due  from  a lightning  visit 
to  London  on  the  Queen  Mary,  Monday 
. . . Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  overseas  sales 
director  for  20th  Century-Pox,  is  in  Holly- 
wood looking  over  new  product  and  re- 
turns to  New  York  August  28. 

Bert  Stearyi,  district  manager  for  UA 
with  headquarters  in  Pittsburgh,  paid  the 
home  office  one  of  his  usual  visits  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  week  . . . Dave  Whyte  is 
managing  the  reopened  RKO  Alden  m 
Jamaica  . . . Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Bob  Ru- 
bin spent  the  greater  part  of  Thursday 
morning  watching  the  mobs  mill  about 
the  Capitol  where  Mickey  Rooney  and 
Judy  Garland  on  the  stage,  and  ‘‘The 
Wizard  of  Oz,”  helped  to  make  things  live- 
ly for  the  police  force  . . . Jerome  Safron, 
Columbia  western  district  manager,  re- 
turned to  the  coast  Thursday  night  . . . 
Helen  Hayes  and  Charles  MacArthur  sailed 
on  the  Normandie  for  a vacation  . . . 
Maury  Silverstone  headed  for  the  coast 
over  the  weekend. 

After  all  these  months.  Bob  Gillham 
finally  decided  to  do  something  about  the 
ninth  floor  projection  room  and  has  pro- 
vided comfortable  seats  for  trade  paper  re- 
viewers who  pass  on  the  shorts  . . . Nor- 
( Continued  on  page  34-D) 


Dr.  Duck  Gets  Degree  as  Crowds  Roar — metropolitan  Photos 

It  seems  that  Walt  Disney  will  have  to  be  more  respectful  to  Donald,  now 
that  the  Duck  is  a doctor  of  international  friendship.  It  happened  at  the 
World’s  Fair  and  at  Carnival-land  to  be  exact  about  it.  Dr.  Frank  Monag- 
han, professor  of  American  history  at  Yale  and  director  of  research  at  the 
Fair,  did  the  honors.  The  camera  proves  it. 
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Time  Out  tor  Recess—  -M=.r„o„..n  p..., 

A few  of  the  leading  lights  of  the  international  hoard  of  the  Associated 
Actors  arid  Artistes  of  America  gathered  around  Frank  Gillmore.  president, 
during  a breathing  spell  of  the  six-hour  session  at  the  New  York  headquar- 
ters where  the  4i4’s  decided  to  turn  doimi  the  proposals  of  the  AFL  concern- 
ing the  status  of  Ralph  Whitehead,  deposed  head  of  the  AFA.  Reading  from 
left  to  right,  in  his  exclusively  posed  Boxoffice  photo,  are  Ken  Thomson, 
executive  secretary  of  the  SAG:  Philip  Loeh.  stage  star  representing  Chorus 
Equity;  Gillmore,  Paul  Dullzell,  executive  secretary  of  Actors  Equity;  Bert 
Lytell,  Equity  vice-president,  and  Edward  Arnold  of  the  SAG. 


AFL  Tack  on  AAAA  Demands 
Still  in  Unsettled  Stage 


Atlantic  City — Whether  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  will  accept  conditions 
imposed  by  AAAA  that  Ralph  Whitehead 
would  have  no  power  in  their  union  re- 
mained unsettled  late  Friday. 

The  AAAA,  headed  by  Frank  Gillmore 
and  Kenneth  Thomson,  found  friendly 
ears  from  William  Green  and  Matthew 
Woll,  who  appeared  willing  to  grant  their 
demands,  but  Whitehead  and  Sophie 
Tucker  were  backed  by  council  members 
who  balked  at  any  agreement  disposing  of 
Whitehead.  The  crux  of  the  entire  prob- 
lem and  reason  for  the  return  of  the  AAAA 
to  Atlantic  City  is  the  refusal  of  organiza- 
tion officials  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
Whitehead. 

Following  the  New  York  meeting  where 
it  w’as  decided  to  carry  the  battle  to  coun- 
cil sessions  here  and  gain  substantiation 
of  privileges,  the  AAAA  party,  including 
Thomson,  Gillmore,  Henry  Jaffee,  Paul 
Turner,  Emily  Holt  and  Paul  Dullzell  ar- 
rived Thursday  for  a new  fight. 

At  the  international  board  meeting  in 
New  York  Wednesday,  a representative 
group  of  entertainment  unions  gathered 
to  deliberate  over  the  recommendations  of 
the  executive  council  of  the  AFL.  Frank 
Gillmore,  4A’s  president,  presided. 

Kenneth  Thomson,  Edward  Arnold,  Flor- 
ence Marston  and  Stephen  Kent  repre- 
sented the  SAG.  Others  included:  Emily 
Holt,  George  Heller  and  Alex  McKee, 
American  Federation  of  Radio  Artists; 
Paul  Dullzell,  Bert  Lytell,  Walter  Greaza, 
Winifred  Lenihan  and  Alfred  Harding,  Ac- 
tors Equity;  Ruth  Richmond,  Philip  Loeb 
and  Alfred  Kappeler,  Chorus  Equity;  Leo 


Fischer  and  Eva  Gauthier,  American  Guild 
of  Musical  Artists;  Maida  Reade  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists;  Paul 
N.  Turner  and  Henry  Jaffe,  4A’s  coun- 
sels, and  Justus  Sheffield  and  Rebecca 
Brownstein,  general  counsels. 

What  prevented  the  4A’s  expedition  to 
Atlantic  City  from  being  a complete  suc- 
cess was  the  ruling  that  the  AFA  continue 
with  its  present  officers,  including  Sophie 
Tucker,  president,  and  Ralph  Whitehead, 
executive  secretary,  for  90  days,  pending 
an  election. 

It,  furthermore,  stated  that  a committee 
consisting  of  five  people  from  the  4A’s, 
three  from  the  AFL  and  two  from  the  AFA, 
direct  the  affairs  of  the  AFA  until  the 
election. 

Satisfaction,  however,  was  expressed  over 
the  fact  that  the  executive  council  upheld 
the  4A’s  on  the  following  demands: 

1 —  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  4A’s  in 
the  entertainment  field  be  recognized. 

2 —  That  the  lATSE  withdraw  the  char- 
ter issued  to  the  AFA  after  the  latter  had 
been  suspended  by  the  4A’s. 

3 —  That  the  4A’s  had  a legal  right  to 
expel  the  AFA. 

M&G  Suit  Against  WB 
To  Federal  Courts 

New  York — Suit  of  M&G  Amusements 
against  Warners  has  been  revealed  in 
transfer  of  action  from  supreme  to  federal 
courts.  It  seeks  an  accounting,  claiming 
the  plaintiffs  own  talking  picture  rights 
to  the  play,  “Sh,  the  Octopus.” 


Rooney,  Garland  and 
"Oz"  Are  Big  Time 

New  York — They’re  still  talking  here  of 
the  opening  day  crowd  that  jammed  the 
Capitol  to  see  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  and 
Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Garland  fea- 
tured in  a stage  show. 

Business  was  the  biggest  in  the  history 
of  the  theatre.  Lines  began  forming  be- 
fore eight  o’clock  and  ticket  sales  were 
suspended  at  11  o’clock.  The  line  then  was 
four  abreast  and  stretched  completely 
around  the  block. 

When  the  lines  met  in  front  of  the  thea- 
tre, police  advised  the  people  to  stop  buy- 
ing tickets  and  visit  the  other  theatres 
along  Broadway.  Ushers  started  to  sell 
tickets  about  this  time  so  the  people  on 
the  line  would  not  lose  the  25-cent  ad- 
mission rate. 

Meanwhile,  “Stanley  and  Livingstone,” 
which  chalked  up  $48,900  for  a second 
week  at  the  Roxy,  reported  that  Thursday 
was  the  biggest  day  since  the  opening,  “In 
Name  Only,”  after  doing  $84,000  for  the 
second  week  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
also  claimed  that  the  third  week  started 
off  in  grand  style.  “Beau  Geste”  finishes 
its  third  week  at  the  Paramount,  Wednes- 
day, after  registering  $38,000  for  the 
second. 

One  of  the  biggest  first  weeks  under  the 
stage  show  policy  at  the  Strand  is  record- 
ed for  “The  Old  Maid”  at  $53,000. 

RKO  Studio  Personnel 
Changes  Announced 

Hollywood — George  Schaefer,  presi- 
dent of  RKO,  preceded  his  return  to  New 
York  with  announcement  of  the  following 
changes  in  the  studio  personnel  setup: 
Joseph  J.  Nolan,  assistant  secretary  of  the 
company,  becomes  assistant  to  the  presi- 
dent; Howard  Benedict,  studio  publicity 
director,  gets  a production  post  in  the  Lee 
Marcus  unit;  Perry  Lieber  succeeds  Bene- 
dict and  Bert  Gilroy  will  produce  fea- 
tures. 

Shifts  made  exclusively  in  the  Marcus 
unit  finds  Lou  Brock,  shorts  producer,  as 
head  of  the  shorts  department,  succeeding 
Gilroy.  J.  R.  McDonough,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  studio  operations,  and  Sid 
Rogell,  studio  manager,  remain  in  their 
present  capacity. 

Reserves  Decision  for 
Examining  Zanuck 

New  York  — Supreme  court  justice 
Thomas  Noonan  has  reserved  decision  on 
application  of  Robert  E.  Sherwood  and 
Playrights  Producing  Co.  to  examine 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  before  trial  in  connec- 
tion with  Sherwood’s  suit  for  an  injunc- 
tion against  the  20th-Fox  picture,  “Young 
Mr.  Lincoln.” 


Dividend  From  CFI 

New  York — Consolidated  Film  Indus- 
tries, Inc.,  has  declared  a dividend  of  25 
cents  per  share  of  preferred,  payable  Oc- 
tober 2 to  stockholders  of  record  as  of 
September  11. 
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Hitting  the  Big-Time 


WITH 


MILLION  DOLLAR  PRODUCT/ 


SACK  AMUSEMENT  ENTERPRISES 

Pridefully  Announces  the  Opening  of  its 

NEW  YORK  EXCHANGE 

723  SEVENTH  AVENUE 

Under  the  Personal  Supervision  of 

LESTER  J.  SACK 


to  Better  Serve  the  Eastern  Territory 
with  Its  Exclusive  Line  of 

ALL-NEGRO  FEATURES  AND  SHORTS 

and 

SELECTED  WHITE  PRODUCT  OF  MERIT 


SACK 

AMUSEMENT 

ENTERPRISES 

INCORPORATED 
Founded  1919 


723  Seventh  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 

Film  Exchange  Bldg.  109  Walton  Street 
DALLAS  ATLANTA 

1325  South  Wabash  Avenue 
CHICAGO 


EXCLUSIVE  NATIONAL  DISTRIBUTORS 
for 

Million  Dollar  Productions 


FOR  NATIONAL  RELEASE  ON  LABOR  DAY 

Million  Dollar's  Newest  All-Colored  Feature 

“Straight  to  Heaven” 

Starring 

NINA  MAE  McKinney 

and  Introducing  the  Colored  Screen's  Greatest  Discovery: 

JACKIE  WARD 

lO-Year-Old  Singing  Sensation 


Still  Setting  New  Records  Everywhere: 

"REFORM  SCHOOL" 

with 

LOUISE  BEAVERS 

and  Harlem's  "Tuff  Kids'' 

A Million  Dollar  Picture 


AND  Million  Dollar' Ideas  in  Negro  Shorts! 

Beginning  September  1 . . . and  One 
a Month  Thereafter 

6 Colored  Champions  of  Sports 

AND 

6 Colored  America  on  Parade 

One  Reelers  Produced  by  Million  Dollar  in  the  Major  Manner! 


NOW  READY: 

Three  Novelty  Musical  Westerns  with 

HERBERT  JEFFREY 

America's  Only  Negro  Cowboy  Star 

THE  FOUR  TONES 

And  All-Star  Colored  Cast 
"TWO-GUN  MAN  FROM  HARLEM'' 
"THE  BRONZE  BUCKAROO" 

"HARLEM  RIDES  THE  RANGE'' 
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Allied  Expels  New  York  Unit;  Major  Faith  in  Code 

Cohen  Says  Not  Surprised  Not  Lost,  Rodgers 


New  York — Allied  of  New  York  no 
longer  is  related  to  the  parent  organiza- 
tion, national  Allied  directors  deciding  to 
expel  the  local  group  by  mail  vote. 

Although  Abram  Myers,  general  counsel 
of  the  national  organization,  states  that  a 
board  member  moved  for  a poll  of  the  di- 
rectorate, it  is  understood  the  action  fol- 
lowed a recent  clash  between  Max  A. 
Cohen,  local  Allied  head,  and  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  national  president,  in  which  the 
former  told  Cole  where  he  and  national 
Allied  get  off  to  direct  New  York  policies. 

Boxoffice  exclusively  tipped  the  expul- 
sion angle  July  29  following  a meeting  be- 
tween Cole  and  the  New  York  directors. 

Raps  Cohen  and  Kosch 

Myers’  statement  says  the  local  group 
was  admitted  temporarily  last  year,  assert- 
ing that  since  the  New  York  unit  made  no 
effort  to  discharge  obligations  as  to  poli- 
cies and  contributions  it  was  never  form- 
ally admitted.  Myers  says  that  “because 
of  conflicting  ideas,  the  Allied  directors  are 
convinced  that  a relationship  of  coopera- 
tion and  confidence  cannot  exist  between 
the  two  bodies  as  long  as  Cohen  and  Harry 
Kosch  control  the  policies  of  the  New  York 
group.” 

Since  the  local  group  was  formed,  Co- 
hen has  expressed  himself  against  litiga- 
tion and  legislation  unless  deemed  string- 
ently necessary.  He  believed  the  code 
I beneficial  to  the  industry,  while  Myers  and 
his  clique  differed.  The  first  real  clash 
came  when  New  York  Allied  held  its  con- 
vention here  and  Cole  refused  to  be  a 
speaker  unless  the  local  attitude  changed. 
A temporary  truce  was  effected.  Trouble 
openly  flared  again  when  Cohen  declared 
he  would  negotiate  code  concessions  in  the 
face  of  rejection  by  the  national  group. 

Myers  is  closing  the  Washington  office 
until  after  Labor  Day.  He  is  sailing  for  a 
short  cruise  and  will  attend  the  Allied  of 


New  Jersey  convention  in  Atlantic  City, 
September  6-8. 

Cohen  is  not  surprised  at  the  action. 
He  points  out  that  the  New  York  Allied 
unit  never  was  officially  a member  of  the 
national  group  anyway,  and  declares  that 
the  local  setup  will  retain  its  name  and 
will  continue  without  variance  a policy  of 
relief  through  self-regulation,  resorting  to 
legislation  or  litigation  only  as  a last  re- 
sort. 

Says  Clique  Dominates 

Blasting  at  national  Allied,  Cohen 
charges  the  association  is  dominated  by 
an  “inner  circle”  he  says  comprises  less 
than  ten  operating  theatres  composed  of 
Myers,  Cole,  A1  Steffes,  Sidney  Samuelson 
and  Herman  Blum,  “seeking  to  determine 
the  future  of  thousands  of  exhibitors.”  He 
makes  the  flat  statement  that  the  Allied 
negotiating  committee  in  Chicago  reached 
an  agreement,  determined  to  accept  the 
concessions  offered  by  distributors  in  a 
formal  resolution,  and  then  proceeded  to 
walk  out,  “thereby  double-crossing  the  dis- 
tributor negotiators.” 

Cohen  asserts  that  national  Allied  has 
been  “propagandizing”  New  York  Allied 
members  without  his  knowledge,  intimat- 
ing strongly  the  desire  was  to  disrupt  or 
control  the  state-wide  unit.  He  charges 
that  Cole  deliberately  held  meetings  with 
New  York  Allied  directors  without  his 
knowledge,  specifically  in  an  effort  to  com- 
pel the  Cohen  unit  to  withdraw  from  dis- 
tributor negotiations  after  the  Minneapolis 
convention  in  favor  of  the  national  Allied 
policy  on  code  rejection. 


$2,000,000  Budget 

Hollywood — Walter  Wanger  is  budget- 
ing “Around  the  World  in  80  Days”  at  $2,- 
000,000.  Tlie  Jules  Verne  novel  goes  be- 
fore the  camera  February. 


New  York — “The  committee  that  worked 
on  the  code  has  not  lost  one  single  bit  of 
faith  in  it,”  Wm.  P.  Rodgers,  code  spokes- 
man for  the  majors,  said  in  commenting 
on  Thurman  Arnold’s  blow  at  the  docu- 
ment. “They  believe  thoroughly  it  can  be 
of  tremendous  value  to  the  industry  and 
will  tend  to  solve  a great  many  of  the 
difficulties  which  have  arisen.  We  still 
hope  to  persuade  the  government  the  code 
should  be  put  into  effect.” 


Cole  Cites  Allied  Reasons 
For  Code  Rejection 

Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  presi- 
dent, said  the  negotiating  committee  at 
Minneapolis  listed  four  basic  reasons  for 
Allied’s  rejection  of  the  code.  Section  four 
of  that  report  he  referred  to  as  “the  most 
important  factor  entering  into  our  deci- 
sion” and  added  that  acceptance  of  the 
proposals  would  jeopardize  the  prospects 
for  additional  relief,  specifically  referring 
to  the  Neely  bill  and  government  action 
through  the  courts. 

“The  present  announcement  by  the  de- 
partment of  justice,”  he  said,  “completely 
justifies  Allied’s  stand.  Had  Allied  be- 
come a party  to  such  adoption,  in  view 
of  the  department  statement  which  says 
adoption  might  lead  to  additional  prosecu- 
tion, Allied  and  its  members  might  reason- 
ably be  subject  to  the  same  prosecution.” 


Schlanger  Charges  Force 
In  Vineland  Situation 

(Continued  from  page  28) 

charitable  campaigns.  We  do  as  much  of 
our  business  with  local  merchants  and 
concerns  as  we  can.” 

Schlanger  counters  the  monopoly  charge 
by  saying  the  S-W  houses  v/ere  the  only 
ones  in  Vineland  for  a long  time,  and 
“we  were  therefore  in  a position  to  con- 
tract for  the  pictures  of  all  companies. 
Contracts  were  openly  arrived  at  by  sepa- 
rate negotiations  with  each  distributing 
company.  We  are  today  continuing  the 
same  practice.” 

The  affidavit  winds  up  with  the  accusa- 
tion that  the  claim  the  Landis  is  a “com- 
munity project”  is  a “smoke  screen  de- 
signed to  cover  up  a purely  private  enter- 
prise.” 

Schlanger  takes  issue  with  Mori’s  state- 
ment that  he  helped  supervise  construc- 
tion of  the  theatre  “without  one  cent  of 
cost  to  the  corporation  (Cumberland  Hold- 
ing Co.)  from  the  date  of  its  inception 
and  up  to  the  present  time.” 

“In  the  face  of  this  sworn  statement,” 
Schlanger  concludes,  “I  have  been  advised 
by  my  counsel  that  examination  of  the 
minute  book  and  stock  books  of  the  Cum- 
berland Holding  Co.  shows  that  imme- 
diately after  organization  of  the  company, 
Mr.  Mori  was  voted,  without  cost  to  Mr. 
Mori,  5,000  shares  of  common  stock,  which 
represented  50  per  cent  of  the  authorized 
common  stock  of  the  company.” 


Visitors  on  the  Warner  Lot — 

Frank  McHugh  entertains  Lewis  Gold,  right,  theatre  operator  from  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  his  family  on  the  set  of  “The  Roaring  Twenties”  at  the 
Warner  studio. 
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Says  Code  Based  on 
Illegal  Structure 

(Continued  from  page  27) 
tributor  sources  following  a meeting  at  the 
Hays  office  was  “Our  people  are  studying 
the  contents  of  Arnold’s  letter.’’ 

However,  it  is  felt  the  code  is  now  up  to 
the  lawyers  whose  job  it  will  be  to  make 
it  legal.  The  attorneys  are  going  over  it 
and  there  is  every  indication  another  meet- 
ing will  be  held  in  Washington,  probably 
with  Arnold,  for  official  approval  after 
certain  changes  are  made.  It  is  held  now 
that  since  the  government  has  declared 
itself,  Arnold  has  placed  himself  in  a 
position  where  he  must  further  guide  the 
industry  so  that  there  is  no  violation  of 
the  anti-trust  laws. 

On  Wednesday,  before  the  sensational 
news  came  from  Washington,  distributors 
met  at  the  Hotel  Astor  in  an  effort  to  work 
out  a plan  for  putting  the  code  into  effect. 
Nothing  concrete  was  reached.  It  is 
learned  the  discussions  did  not  revolve 
around  how  the  cost  of  operations  would 
be  sustained,  but  that  principally  the 
talks  hinged  on  organizing  the  territories, 
getting  the  various  boards  set  up  and 
then  securing  voluntary  signatures. 

The  blow  from  the  department  of  justice 
forces  Rodgers  to  delay  his  trip  to  the 
coast  temporarily.  He  was  scheduled  to 
leave  Friday  for  M-G-M  studio  conferences 
and  also  to  appear  before  the  ITO  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona  to  ex- 
plain certain  phases  of  the  trade  practices. 

In  some  distributor  quarters,  the  gov- 
ernment’s opinion  is  seen  as  expressing 
the  ideas  of  Abram  P.  Myers,  Allied  gen- 
eral counsel,  who  for  months  has  made 
known  his  objections  to  the  code,  not  only 
at  Allied  meetings,  but  also  in  his  bulle- 
tins issued  from  his  headquarters  in 
Washington. 

In  other  quarters,  it  is  felt  that,  if  the 
department  of  justice  wanted  to  be  co- 
operative, it  could  have  informed  the  in- 
dustry, upon  receipt  of  the  various  trade 
practice  drafts,  of  objections.  But  for  the 
government  to  make  known  its  attitude 
and  warn  of  further  prosecutions  at  this 
time  is  felt  “utterly  unfair.”  Apparently, 
one  attorney  said,  the  government  does 
not  wish  to  cooperate  with  industry. 

Although  spokesmen  for  the  industry 
from  time  to  time  have  declared  the  code 
would  be  put  into  effect,  regardless  of 
whether  the  department  of  justice  ap- 
proves it  or  not,  distributors  and  attor- 
neys are  now  taking  an  about-face. 

Distributors  are  wondering  what  the 
numerous  independents,  who  have  wanted 
the  code  and  expressed  their  desire  for 
immediate  adoption,  will  have  to  say.  To 
those  men  who  make  inquiries,  distribu- 
tors, it  is  said,  will  blame  the  government 
for  holding  it  up.  It  is  expected  a flood 
of  letters  will  reach  the  department  of 
justice  by  those  who  have  wanted  the 
code,  and  want  it  at  once,  because  they 
feel  it  is  a good  thing  for  the  industry. 


“The  Women"  Opener 

New  York — M-G-M’s  initial  release  for 
the  new  season  will  be  “The  Women.”  The 
old  season  washes  up  with  “The  Wizard 
of  Oz,”  now  playing  the  Capitol  here. 


"First  Love"  Release  Due 
Around  Early  October 

New  York — William  A.  Scully,  Univer- 
sal’s general  sales  manager,  has  informed 
his  force  that  “First  Love,”  new  Durbin  ve- 
hicle, will  be  released  on  1938-39  contracts 
in  late  September  or  early  October.  The 
ii  m,  he  adds,  was  not  sold  as  part  of  the 
expiring  season’s  lineup  'out  goes  to  exhi- 
bitors despite  this. 


DAUGHTER  OF  THE  TONG  (Metropolitan)— 
The  acting  efforts  of  conscientious  perform- 
ers is  nullified  by  a poor  script  in  this 
story  of  Oriental  intrigue  that  is  as  out- 
dated as  a Model-T.  Evelyn  Brent,  Grant 
Withers.  L.  F.  Scott  produced;  Raymond  K. 
Johnson  directed. 

FIFTH  AVENUE  GIRL  (RKO)— Chalk  up  an- 
other fine-grained  performance  for  versa- 
tile Ginger  Rogers,  starred  in  a delight- 
fully satirical  farce  which  subtly  laughs  at 
the  rich  and  those  who  envy  them.  Wal- 
ter Connolly  is  sterling  in  support.  Greg- 
ory LaCava  produced  and  directed  with 
unusual  distinction. 

HAWAIIAN  NIGHTS  (Univ)— Moderately  en- 
tertaining programmer  the  story  deficien- 
cies of  which  are  compensated  by  tuneful 
musical  interludes  and  a colorful  Hawaiian 
production  number.  Johnny  Downs,  Mary 
Carlisle  top  an  adequate  cast.  Max  Gol- 
den produced;  Albert  Rogell  directed. 

NURSE  EDITH  CAVELL  (RKO)— Depressingly 
sombre  in  theme  this  production  justifies 
itself  through  being  a stirring  indictment 
of  war,  its  injustices  and  brutalities.  With 
admirable  disregard  for  entertainment 
values  in  their  more  popular  concepts,  Pro- 
ducer-Director Herbert  Wilcox  has  rewrit- 
ten in  celluloid  and  with  bold  pen  one  of 
the  most  sullied  pages  of  modern  history. 
At  no  time  does  the  screenplay  ignore  facts 
in  compromise  for  mass  appeal.  Anna 
Neagle  in  the  title  role  gives  a convincing 
and  restrained  performance. 

SONG  OF  THE  STREETS  (Mayer-Burstyn)— 
With  variations,  this  is  a French  version 
of  "Dead  End."  The  treatment  is  sincere. 
Performances  rate  otherwise.  The  scenario 
centers  its  action  around  the  low  charac- 
ters of  a Paris  slum  district  and  their  in- 
clinations toward  a life  of  crime.  An  adult 
picture.  Stars  Jean  Pierre-Aumont  and 
Madeline  Ozeray.  Victor  Trivas  directed. 

THESE  GLAMOUR  GIRLS  (M-G-M)— The  Cin- 
derella story  again,  given  a vivacious  col- 
legiate mounting  and  a youthful  exuber- 
ance which  should  make  it  popular  fare. 
Young  blades  especially  may  be  expected 
to  do  nip-ups  over  ai  ball  of  fire  named 
Lana  Turner,  who  is  apparently  going 
places.  Sam  Zimbalist  produced;  S.  Sylvan 
Simon  directed.  •'  > 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Arnold's  Language  in 
Lelhal  Code  Blow 

(Continued  from  page  27) 

that  have  managed  to  date  to  survive  are 
compelled,  in  order  to  get  pictures,  to 
operate  under  terms  which  leave  them 
very  little  freedom  in  the  selection  of  film 
and  in  the  management  of  their  own  busi- 
ness. 

“4.  Independent  producers  find  it  prac- 
tically impossible  to  secure  a satisfactory 
market  for  their  film  because  of  the 
domination  by  the  major  companies  over' 
the  exhibition  houses.  These  independeirt 
producers  are  up  against  an  almost  hope- 
less bargaining  disadvantage  in  securing 
markets  for  their  film  in  exhibition  houses^ 
that  are  controlled  by  the  major  producers 
with  whom  the  independent  producers  are 
trying  to  compete. 

“5.  New  capital  investment  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  business  is  discouraged  be- 
cause of  the  great  difficulty  of  competing 
on  a fair  basis  with  the  major  companies, 
either  in  production  or  exhibition,  so  long 
as  the  major  companies  control  the  prin- 
cipal markets  for  film. 

“6.  Theatre  patrons  in  any  given  com- 
munity are  not  given  an  opportunity  tq, 
exercise  choice  as  to  the  type  of  pictures 
they  desire  to  see.  Under  present  condi- 
tions it  is  impossible  for  community  taste 
to  find  expression  through  a locally  owned 
theatre  free  to  bargain  for  the  type  of 
films  its  patrons  wish.  As  matters  now 
stand,  each  community  is  regimented  into 
accepting  the  kind  of  picture  which  will 
make  the  most  profits  on  a nation-wide 
scale. 

“7.  There  is  no  opportunity  for  new 
forms  of  artistic  expression  which  are  not 
approved  by  those  in  control  of  the  ma- 
jor companies,  even  though  there  exist 
communities  which  would  support  them. 

“These  conditions  in  the  opinion  of  the 
department  will  not  be  remedied  by  the 
proposed  code,”  the  distributors  were  told. 
“It  is  based  upon  a structure  of  the  indus- 
try which  the  department  expects  to  show 
is  in  clear  and  open  violation  of  the  Sher- 
man anti-trust  law. 

“Therefore,  the  department  in  order  to 
make  its  prosecution  policy  clear  is  com- 
pelled to  announce  that  the  adoption  of 
the  code  dated  August  10,  1939,  by  the 
motion  picture  industry  can  only  lead  to 
continued  and  perhaps  additional  prosecu-^ 
tions.” 


Brandt  Says  Arnold  Was  ' ■' 

"Ill-Advised"  on  Code 
New  York — Harry  Brandt,  president  of 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  de- 
clares that  Arnold  was  ill-advised  regard- 
ing the  code  and  the  needs  of  independent 
exhibitors.  He  says  that  if  the  distributors 
do  not  revive  the  code  the  blame  will  be 
on  Abram  Myers.  He  adds  that  the  im- 
portant thing  is  that  arbitration  can  solve 
many  problems,  pointing  out  the  govern- 
ment suit  will  take  at  least  two  years  to 
prosecute  and  contending  the  code  means 
immediate  relief  for  those  needing  it  most 
urgently. 
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(Continued  from  page  33 > 
man  H.  Moray,  Vitaphone  shorts  subject 
sales  manager,  has  big  plans  for  the  world 
premiere  of  the  two-reeler,  "The  Bill  of 
Rights”  . . . William  J.  Heineman,  Uni- 
versal western  sales  manager,  is  now  in 
St.  Louis  on  a tour  through  his  territory. 
General  Sales  Manager  Bill  Scully  gets 
back  Monday  from  North  Carolina  . . . 
Recent  visitors  to  RKO’s  exhibitor’s  lounge 
included  N.  C.  Cassidy  of  the  Frolic,  Mid- 
land, Mich.;  H.  S.  Lewis,  Chimes.  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  and  W.  F.  Wells,  manager  of 
the  Opera  House,  Newberry,  S.  C.  . . . Over 
at  the  Paramount  Building,  out-of-town 
guests  were  Montgomery  S.  Hill,  division 
manager  of  the  Kincey  circuit,  Greensboro, 
N.  C.,  and  his  sons,  Hugh  and  Monty; 
Louis  Leffler  of  the  Jefferson  Amusement 
Co.,  Beaumont,  Texas;  W.  J.  Godwin  and 
family,  Mandon,  N.  D.;  Harold  McDermott, 
Batavia,  N.  Y.;  Howard  Rahn,  Albion,  N. 
Y.,  and  Lewis  Deutsch  of  the  Minneapolis 
Amusement  Co.,  Virginia,  Minn.  . . . Robert 
Sisk,  one  of  RKO’s  youngest  producers,  is 
now  handling  some  of  the  company’s  more 
important  pictures  . . . Adolphe  Menjou  is 
here  from  Hollywood. 

Pete  Leivis  of  the  New  York  Film  Board 
has  finally  become  a daddy,  Barbara  H., 
weighing  six  pounds,  four  and  a half 
omices,  invading  the  household  via  the 
Wadsworth  Hospital  route  late  W ednesday 
night  . . . Nat  Steinberg,  St.  Louis  Repub- 
lic franchise  holder,  lunched  with  W . Ray 
Johnston  and  George  West  the  other  day 
at  the  Tavern,  and  two  men  being  with 
Monogram  . . . William  Holden,  the  “Gol- 
den Boy”  in  the  picture  of  that  name,  gets 
into  town  Monday  for  his  first  looksee  of 
the  Empire  City.  He  will  be  in  time  for  the 
opening  of  the  film  at  the  Music  Hall. 
Thursday  . . . Herbert  Wilcox  and  Anna 
Neagle  are  among  the  Holly wood-to-New 
York  group  arriving  Monday  . . . Arthur 
Frudenfeld,  RKO  operator  in  Cincinnati, 
has  been  visiting  the  home  office  the  past 
few  days. 

Eddie  Peskay  is  planning  a coast  trip 
as  soon  as  the  TMAT  trouble  at  the  New 
Vogue  in  the  Bronx  is  over  . . . J.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons,  general  manager  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian;  Ben  Gelsellar,  buyer 
and  booker  for  the  circuit;  Henry  Nathan- 
son,  general  manager  of  Regal  Films,  Ltd:, 
conferred  with  Tom  Connors  the  other 
day  on  an  M-G-M  deal  for  the  Canadian 
circuit  . . . Rudy  Berger,  Washington 
M-G-M  branch  manager,  was  in  for  a few 
days  for  conferences  with  Ted  O’Shea  . . . 
Harry  Gold  is  being  called  Harry  (Pango 
Pango)  Gold,  the  title  resulting  from  his 
getup  when  he  saw  J.  J.  Milstein  off  for 
Europe  on  the  Clipper.  Harry  was  shirt- 
less and  looked  like  a native  of  Pango 
Pango.  And  by  the  way,  what  ever  became 
of  the  picture  taken  at  the  airport  with 
H(PP)G  in  it?  . . . Clarence  Erickson,  gen- 
eral manager  for  Walter  Wanger  and 
Douglas  Fairbanks  sr.,  is  in  town  . . . 
Ditto  Sam  Zimbalist,  M-G-M  producer, 
for  a vacation. 

Jack  Epstein,  Mexican  manager  for 
Universal,  is  due  in  town  in  a few  days 
. . . Dan  Casey,  Australian  sales  manager 
for  the  same  company,  has  sailed  for  his 


Durkee  in  Hollywood — 

Frank  H.  Durkee,  theatre  operator  of 
Baltimore,  chats  with  Henry  O’Neill 
on  the  set  of  “Philo  Vance  Comes 
Back”  at  the  Warner  studio  in  Bur- 
bank. 


headquarters  by  way  of  London,  which  is 
the  long  way,  if  you  must  kiiow  . . . Nat 
Holt  left  for  Cleveland  and  his  RKO  head- 
quarters after  a vacation  in  Atlantic  City, 
followed  by  a few  days  of  home  office  con- 
ferences with  J.  J.  O'Connor , Fred  Meyers 
and  Max  Fellerman  . . . Irving  Renner  of 
the  Nelson  & Renner  circuit  is  reported  to 
have  taken  over  the  three  Brooklyn  houses 
operated  by  the  Pear  Brothers  . . . Bernard 
Zimmetbaum,  Joe  Katsch  and  Ben  Knobel 
are  understood  to  have  pulled  out  of  the 
Harry  Brandt  booking  combine. 

Walter  Reade  spent  the  weekend  at 
Saratoga,  which  he  generally  does  during 
the  racing  season  . . . “Lep”  Friedman, 
not  only  makes  the  track  on  weekends, 
but  also  Schroon  Lake  . . . Sam  Kesten- 
baum  has  installed  a 26-tube  Stewart-War- 
ner  television  set,  which  has  a combina- 
tion of  radio  and  phonograph  facilities,  at 
the  Gramercy  Park  . . . Roy  Haines  in- 
sists he  can  beat  Walter  Hoffman,  city 
manager  for  the  Reade  circuit  in  Morris- 
town, N.  J.,  any  day  on  the  links  . . . 
Joseph  Bernhard  and  Harry  Goldberg 
were  in  Philadelphia  during  the  week  for 
a meeting  of  Warner  theatre  managers  in 
that  zone  . . . George  J.  Schaefer  and  S. 
Charles  Einfeld  are  due  Monday  from  the 
coast,  the  former  returning  from  a three- 
week  visit  to  the  RKO  studios  and  the  lat- 
ter due  for  a two-week  checkup  at  the 
Warner  home  office  on  new  ad  campaigns 
on  several  pictures. 

Sig  Wittman  is  lining  up  with  M.  G. 
Felder,  former  local  theatre  operator,  on 
his  exhibition  plans.  Wittman  was  after 
the  three  Moe  Rosenberg  houses  in  the 
Bronx  before  Eddie  Peskay  took  over,  but 
is  now  working  on  several  other  deals  . . . 
Leslie  Howard  and  Walter  Futter  sailed 
Wednesday  on  the  Aquitania  to  begin 


production  in  England  on  “The  Man  Who 
Lost  Himself.”  George  O’Neil,  scripter,  ac- 
companied the  duo  . . . Charles  C.  Petti- 
john  and  Charles  jr.,  return  from  a Euro- 
pean vacation  on  the  Normandie,  August 
28.  While  in  Italy  Pettijohn  and  his  son 
had  an  audieiice  with  Pope  Pius  XII  at 
His  Holiness’  summer  home  . . . L.  W. 
Conrow,  Altec  president,  is  back  from 
Washington  . . . C.  W.  Kent,  Altec  inspec- 
tor, who  marries  Mary  O’Dell  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  was  thrown  a bachelor  dinner  at 
the  Great  Northern  Hotel,  the  affair  being 
a gesture  of  fellow  workers  . . . Al  Adams 
returns  to  his  Republic  desk  Monday  after 
a two-week  siesta. 

William  Sussman,  eastern  sales  manager 
for  20th-Fox,  has  been  spending  weekends 
visiting  his  children  at  their  Adirondack 
camp  . . . Exhibitor  visitors  at  RKO 
World’s  Fair  lounge  include  L.  Wener, 
Russell  Tlieatre,  Glace  Bay,  N.  S.;  D.  R. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson,  Roxy  and  Auditorium, 
Shawinigan  Falls,  Quebec;  Gene  Lutes, 
Capitol,  Frankfort,  Ky.,  and  Bernard 
Schram,  Michigan  Theatre,  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.  ...  A few  days  prior  to  his  flight 
to  Europe,  Jake  Milstein,  eastern  repre- 
sentative for  Edward  Small,  was  the  target 
of  an  informal  farewell  party  at  Bob  Gold- 
stein’s Tavern.  Sponsors  were  Joe  Mosko- 
witz,  eastern  representative  of  the  20th- 
Fox  studio;  James  Mulvey,  vice-president 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.;  L.  Jack  Schlaifer, 
vice-president  and  western  sales  manager 
of  UA;  and  Charlie  Stern,  eastern  district 
manager  for  the  same  company.  Jake  re- 
turns August  28,  but  this  time  via  the 
Normandie  . . . Alec  Moss,  advertising 
manager  of  Paramount  says  he’s  cutting 
cut  fishing.  Says  the  fish  bait  him,  when 
he’s  supposed  to  bait  the  fish. 

Leo  A.  Pollock,  until  recently  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  manager  for  Tri-Na- 
tional, is  now  assistmg  Leo  Casey,  newly 
appointed  director  of  public  relations  for 
the  World’s  Fair.  Pollock  is  in  charge  of 
the  assigning  of  the  publicity  and  photo- 
graphic staff  . . . Mort  Blumenstock,  east- 
ern advertising  manager  for  Warner,  is  a 
member  of  the  Graphic  Arts  Forum  which 
is  waging  a campaign  against  the  use  of 
all  printing  and  art  materials  manufac- 
tured in  Germany  . . . Grad  Sears  hopped 
to  Philadelphia  the  other  day  to  address 
the  Philadelphia  convention  of  Warner 
theatre  managers  . . . Howard  Dietz  ex- 
pects his  family  to  return  from  Europe  in 
a few  iveeks.  In  the  meantime,  he  says  he 
is  contemplating  a boycott  of  the  Medi- 
terranean  which  is  a way  of  explaining 
the  family  is  in  the  south  of  France. 

Vacation  Varieties:  Moe  Streimer,  spe- 
cial UA  home  office  representative,  is  tak- 
ing his  vacation  by  fishing  Fridays.  He 
used  to  go  Saturdays,  but  the  crowds  are 
too  much  for  him  . . . Al  Streimer  of 
Randforce  is  taking  it  easy  at  Hunter,  N. 
Y.,  while  Manny  Reisler,  Reade  circuit 
manager,  and  his  wife,  the  former  Fay- 
belle  Streimer,  are  sunning  and  svdmming 
at  Totem  Lodge  at  Averill  Park,  N.  Y.  . . . 
Sidney  Bromberg,  Loew  attorney,  is  back 
from  a New  Hampshire  vacation  . . . 
Joseph  F.  Leonard,  manager  of  Rugoff  & 
Becker’s  Ave.  D.,  left  over  the  weekend 
for  Oak  Hill  in  the  Catskills  on  a brief 
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Virginia  Exhibitor  Visits  Gotham— 

William  H.  Rippard.  operator  of  the  Eaco  and  Lee  at  Farmsville,  Va.,  arid 
his  daughter  visit  Paramount’s  World's  Fair  Lounge  while  in  New  York. 


rest  . . . Paramount  home  office  lounge 
visitors  of  the  week  included  R.  J.  O’Don- 
nell of  the  Interstate  circuit,  Texas;  Al- 
bert King  of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  and  Mrs. 
Pearce,  secretary  to  B.  B.  Garner,  Sparks 
circuit  executive. 

Rutgers  Neilson,  whose  favorite  dancing 
star  is  Irene  Castle,  was  her  guest  at  her 
first  stage  appearance  in  16  years  in  "To- 
night at  8:30”  at  Millburn,  N.  J.,  which, 
incidentally,  is  Neilson’s  home  town  . . . 
Rose  Drucker,  secretary  to  Roger  Ferri,  is 
making  rapid  recovery  at  a Long  Island 
hospital  and  will  be  back  at  her  post 
shortly  . . . Guy  Pete  Morgan,  UA’s  gen- 
eral manager  for  South  America,  and 
Clemente  Lecoco  sail  with  their  families 
on  the  Uruguay,  Friday,  for  Buenos  Aires 
. . . J.  V.  O’Gara.  20th-Fox’s  newly  ap- 
pointed manager  for  Trinidad,  will  join  the 
ranks  of  benedicts  later  this  month  . . . 
2Qth-Fox’s  manager  in  Mexico,  Gus 
Mohme,  is  expected  here  in  a few  days. 

Ian  C.  Javal,  commercial  director  of 
Baird  Television,  arrives  in  London  today 
aboard  the  Normandie.  He  returns  to  New 
York  late  in  the  fall  . . . Errol  Flynn  and 
his  sister,  Rosemary,  are  back  at  the  Wal- 
dorf from  a visit  with  the  Walter  Hovings 
at  Southampton  . . . Paul  Lukas,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  mother,  returned 
from  Europe  on  the  Manhattan  . . . Rudy 
Weiss  of  the  real  estate  department  at 
Warner,  is  now  a papa.  Its  a boy,  named 
Donald  Whitman  . . . Berta  Gersten,  Jew- 
ish actress,  will  be  starred  in  “Mirele 
Effros”  which  Roman  Eebush  is  producing 
for  Credo  Pictures  at  the  Fine  Arts  studio 
in  the  Bronx.  Josef  Berne  is  directing. 
Meanwhile  over  at  Palisade,  N.  J.  the 
Yiddishe  Bande,  a Polish-Jewish  group  of 
actors,  is  starring  in  “Kol  Nidre.”  Joseph 
Seiden  is  producing  and  directing  for 
September  release. 

Getting  the  lowdown  on  conditions  in 
the  Windy  City  from  Larry  Gumbiner,  son 
of  Abe  Gumbiner,  Chicago  theatre  opera- 
tor. Larry  was  one  of  the  visitors  at 
RKO’s  exhibitor’s  lounge.  George  J.  Cor- 
coran, manager  of  the  Anton,  Mononga- 
hela.  Pa.,  also  dropped  in  during  the  week 
. . . Charlie  Roberts,  Columbia’s  supervisor 
for  Latin  America,  is  due  back  from  Mex- 
ico in  a day  or  so  ..  . One  of  the  rea- 
sons the  Metropolis  Country  Club  golf 
team  is  doing  so  well  lately  is  because 
Monroe  Greenthal  is  shooting  under  80. 

Screen  Publicists  Vote  an 
Ultimatum  to  Producers 

Hollywood — Delivery  to  producers  of 
an  ultimatum  calling  for  reply  by  next 
Thursday  to  Screen  Publicist  Guild  closed 
shop  and  severance  pay  demands  was  ap- 
proved in  a membership  meeting  here. 
The  ultimatum  carries  threat  of  a possible 
strike  if  the  demands  are  ignored. 

A Denial  Answers  Charge 
"Alcatraz"  Plagiarized 

New  York — Warner  has  entered  a gen- 
eral denial  in  federal  court  to  the  suit  by 
Milton  Herbert  Gropper.  The  suit  claims 
the  plagiarism  of  the  plaintiff’s  story  “Ex- 
Racketeer”  in  the  defendant’s  film,  “Alca- 
traz Island.”  An  injunction,  an  account- 
ing of  the  profits  and  damages  are  asked. 


•pHE  birthday  testimonial  dinner  to  Va- 
riety Club’s  chief  barker,  Abe  Lichtman, 
at  the  Willard  Hotel,  August  11,  has  been 
recorded  as  an  outstanding  success.  Tlie 
motion  picture  industry  was  represented 
by  home  office  executives,  branch  man- 
agers, and  the  personnel  of  the  local  major 
and  independent  companies.  In  addition, 
numerous  exhibitors  and  friends  were  in 
attendance.  Guests  of  honor  included 
Universal’s  William  A.  Scully,  20th-Fox’s 
Edgar  Moss,  RKO’s  Hardie  Meakin,  War- 
ner’s Julian  Brylawski,  Joseph  Morgan, 
Harry  Freedman,  Jay  Emanuel,  Graham 
Barbee,  and  Lou  Rome.  Lichtman  was 
presented  with  a wrist  watch,  desk  set, 
and  bag.  The  entertainment  was  featured 
with  a skit  by  Bill  Scully  and  Edgar  Moss 
which  demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  lin- 
ing Abe  up  with  a deal.  Alvin  L.  New- 
meyer  served  as  toastmaster,  with  Rudy 
Berger  as  chairman  of  the  arrangements 
committee  and  Carter  Barron  as  chair- 
man of  the  entertainment  committee. 

Paul  Baron,  eastern  drive  leader  in  the 
current  exhibitor  sponsored  testimonial  to 
Universal,  visited  the  local  branch,  August 
13  and  presided  at  a meeting  with  the  en- 
tire force  . . . Fred  Beiersdorf,  Warner 
branch  manager,  is  entertaining  his 
brother  from  Dallas  . . . Al  Landgraf,  Uni- 
versal booker,  and  Mrs.  Landgraf  of  the 
UA  staff,  are  en  route  to  Lawrence,  Kas., 
for  a vacation  visit  with  relatives  . . . Ira 
Sichelman,  20th-Fox  booker,  visited  his 
office  with  the  aid  of  crutches,  and  claims 
the  game  of  softball  is  misleading. 

RKO’s  Al  Folliard  took  his  family  to 
Chapel  Point  for  a day  of  salt  water 
swimming  . . . UA’s  Thelma  Crites  was 
there  too,  riding  the  waves  and  gathering 
an  unwelcomed  sunburn  . . . Jack  O’Don- 
nell, Monogram  home  office  auditor,  is 
making  a periodic  check  at  the  local  ex- 
change . . , Monogram’s  Buddy  Hanson 
played  host  to  Jack  McNally  of  New  York 
during  the  past  week  . . . Joe  Oulahan, 
Paramount’s  Cincinnati  branch  manager, 
visited  friends  along  the  Row  while  vaca- 
tioning in  the  nation’s  capital  . . . Colum- 
bia’s “Chick”  Wingfield,  together  with 


Mrs.  Wingfield  and  daughter.  Dale,  jour- 
neyed to  Mt.  Gretna,  Pa,  over  the  weekend. 

Stage  shoivs  will  be  resumed  at  the 
Strand,  Cumberland,  Md.,  on  or  about 
September  15  . . . Harry  Levine,  Repub- 
lic’s eastern  division  manager,  visited  the 
accounts  in  western  Maryland  during  the 
past  week  ...  Miss  Duncan,  Warner  thea- 
tres, is  spending  her  vacation  at  Ocean 
City,  Md.  . . . Birthday  greetings  to 
Metro’s  Phil  Bobys,  and  incidentally  Phil 
has  bought  a new  home  in  the  northwest 
section  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Goldberg, 
he  is  the  Metro  salesman,  entertained 
with  a dinner  party  at  their  new  home  in 
the  Broadmoor,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil 
Bobys,  Marge  Dermody,  and  Buddy  Hall 
as  guests. 

Tommy  Mudd,  Paramount  booker,  is 
taking  in  the  Fair  while  on  vacation  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Fruchtman  (Goleum 
Ketchum)  have  chosen  Atlantic  City  as  a 
feature  of  their  coming  vacation  . . . Kope- 
land  Ornoff,  Norfolk,  has  planned  a for- 
mal opening  for  his  new  Lenox  Theatre, 
to  take  place  on  or  about  October  5 . . . 
Paramount  Cameramen  Hugo  Johnson 
and  Al  O’Eth  are  vacationing,  with  Hugo 
choosing  New  York  while  Al  journeyed  to 
Iowa  leaving  Bob  Denton  to  do  all  the 
shooting. 

Seen  along  the  Row:  Sam  Bendheim  jr. 
and  Dave  Kamsky  for  Richmond;  Sidney 
Gates,  Norfolk;  M.  Hable,  Winchester,  and 
Tom  McCaskey,  Williamsburg  . . . Para- 
mount’s Eddie  Fontaine  has  returned 
from  a home  office  conference  . . . Metro’s 
Eddie  Kushner  is  vacationing  . . . Guy 
Wonders,  Warner  theatres  district  man- 
ager, is  vacationing  in  Maryland  and  has 
promised  himself  a daily  round  of  golf 
. . . Warner’s  George  Werner  is  back  and 
rarin’  to  go  . . . Frank  LaFalce  is  waiting 
for  a spell  of  cool  weather  for  his  forth- 
coming vacation. 

RKO’s  Steady  Knox  played  the  role  of 
“Bachelor  Father”  while  entertaining  his 
nephew  over  the  weekend  . . . Elmer  Mc- 
( Continued  on  page  34-H) 
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Essay  on  Jitterbugs 

By  DAVE  GODDING 


New  York — What  makes  Hollywood 
tick?  A great  deal  of  the  answer  could 
be  seen  in  the  excited  faces  of  the  150 
youngsters  who  were  the  guests  of  Judy 
Garland  and  Mickey  Rooney  at  a lunch- 
eon at  the  Empire  Room  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  Hotel. 

* * ^ 

The  youngsters  practically  stole  the  show 
as  far  as  this  observer  was  concerned.  It 
was  certainly  a memorable  occasion  for 
them.  There  were  one  colored  girl  and 
colored  lad,  wide-eyed  with  amazement. 
After  all,  lunch  at  the  Empire  Room  with 
Guy  Lombardo  and  his  band.  And  later, 
Louis  Prima  to  satisfy  the  jitterbugs. 

* * * 

How  about  the  guests  of  honor?  They 

appeared  to  have  fun,  also.  Mickey  and 
Judy  joined  a couple  of  Lindy  Hoppers 
who  were  dancing  and  then  the  excitement 
commenced.  One  of  the  kids  grabbed 

Mickey  and  they  went  to  town.  Mickey 
showed  them  he  could  keep  it  in  the  groove 
with  a sizzling  exhibition. 

« « « 

A young  and  exhibitionistic  miss  from 
Wadleigh  High  hopped  on  the  floor  with  a 
torrid  display  of  “bumps”  that  caused 
Mickey  and  Judy  to  watch  with  astonish- 
ment. Asked  what  caused  her  to  wander 
on  the  floor,  she  retorted:  “I  just  felt  like 
doing  the  ‘boogy’.” 

* * ♦ 

Howard  Dietz,  generalissimo  of  the 
M-G-M  publicity  forces,  described  the  af- 
fair over  the  radio  as  a “democratic 
tribute.”  He  also  receives  credit  for  mak- 
ing a couple  pirns  that  were  just  so-so.  He 
referred  to  Toastmaster  Jack  Haley,  star 
of  screen,  stage  and  radio,  as  a “jack  of 
all  trades.”  And  in  mentioning  that  he 
had  seen  the  rushes  on  “Babes  in  Arms” 
which  found  Louis  B.  Mayer  enthusiastic, 
he  called  Mayer  “the  czar  of  all  rushes.” 

^ « 

Waltz  Note:  Silas  F.  Seadler,  dancer  of 


From  Canada — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  R.  Wilson  of  the  Roxy 
and  Auditorium  theatres  at  Shawini- 
gan,  Que,  visit  the  RKO  World  Fair 
lounge  in  the  New  York  home  office. 


skill,  joined  the  youngsters  on  the  dance 
floor  with  a woman  guest  and  glided  to  the 
smooth  Lombardo  rhythms. 

* * * 

Milton  Weiss,  who  supervised  the  extra 
press  table  set  up  for  the  photographers, 
will  be  surprised  when  he  reads  this  to 
learn  that  the  distinguished  gent  with 
whom  he  carried  on  quite  a discussion  is  a 
head  barber  at  one  of  the  shops  in  the 
Radio  City  area.  The  guy’s  nephew  is  a 
lensman  on  the  Journal- American.  That’s 
how  he  crashed. 

^ ^ iit 

Moans  emanated  from  the  trade  press 
table  when  they  noticed  on  the  menu 
“large  coffee  or  milk.”  And  that  was  all. 
In  fact,  one  fellow  said  it  was  the  first 
time  he  saw  so  much  milk  since  he  left 
the  farm.  By  actual  count,  there  were  six 
more  guests  than  Metro  publicity  men. 

^ ^ 4: 

Hardest  Worker:  Portly  Eddie  Dowden, 
whose  job  was  to  supervise  the  kids  and 
start  them  off  on  the  community  singing 
of  songs.  The  songs  were  from  “The 
Wizard  of  Oz”  which  stars  Judy,  in  case 
you  didn’t  know. 

* * * 

Guy  Lombardo  played  Mickey’s  own 
composition  “Oceans  Apart.”  It  was  al- 
right. 

lie  « « 

Captain  Michael  Curry  of  the  17th  pre- 
cinct and  ten  of  his  most  trusted  men 
guarded  the  affair.  They  had  the  time 
of  their  lives,  too.  About  Mickey,  “A  foine 
broth  of  a lad  is  he,”  said  the  captain  with 
pride. 

* He  ^ 

Nicest  Moment:  Mickey  and  Judy  sing- 
ing a song  from  their  forthcoming  film, 
“Babes  in  Arms.” 

He  He  He 

Observation:  Mickey  and  Judy  are  two 
swell  kids.  But  it  is  a good  bet  they  would 
rather  have  gone  swimming. 

He  He  He 

Oz-car  Doob  was  introduced  as  “pub- 
licity director  of  Loew’s  State.”  Just  for 
that  Oz-car  didn’t  make  a speech. 

He  He  He 

Someone  brought  Nick  Kenny  up  to  the 
microphone  which  caused  a reporter  to 
grumble,  “Couldn’t  they  wait  until  I had 
my  dessert.” 

He  He  He 

Happiest  and  most  envied  kids  in  town: 
Those  who  danced  with  Mickey  and  Judy. 

He  He  He 

Sad  thought  after  watching  the  young- 
sters having  fun:  This  reporter  is  getting 
old. 

WB  Asks  Federal  Court  to 
Drop  Robbins  Action 

New  York — Warner  and  Vitaphone  have 
applied  to  Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  to 
dismiss  action  of  Robbins  Music  Corp. 
against  them,  charging  illegal  use  of  song 
“Stairways”  in  the  short  “Vincent  Lopez 
and  His  Orchestra,”  for  failure  to  file  com- 
plaint. 


^^ALTER  COHEN,  Leader  manager,  was 
sporting  a new  hat  but,  on  his  way 
home  the  other  night  sitting  by  the  win- 
dow enjoying  the  breezes  the  trolly 
stopped  for  a red  light  and  someone  on 
the  outside  grabbed  Walter’s  hat  and  dis- 
appeared into  the  night  . . . Nathan  Can- 
tor Astor  vacationing  in  Virginia  . . . Leo 
McGrevey  taking  over  . . . Raymond  Max- 
well, Rome  theatres  office  manager,  vaca- 
tioning in  Atlantic  City  and  New  York, 
also  expects  to  find  time  to  do  some 
fishing. 

Frank  Hornig  Horn  is  at  Union  Me- 
morial Hospital  with  appendix  trouble  . . . 
Al  Zalis,  Globe  Poster  Co.  roving  sales- 
man, is  back  in  town  after  touring  West 
Virginia  . . . Marie  Comegys,  Capitol,  is 
off  to  Arniapolis  on  her  vacation  . . . O. 
Koblentz,  Manager  Bill  Hicks,  Alpha, 
Catonsville,  announces  that  a new  triangle 
marquee  will  replace  the  old  one  . . . Wm. 
K.  Saxon,  Loew’s  Century,  vacationing  in 
New  York  . . . Ernie  Woods,  local  film 
maker,  flew  his  airplane  to  Chestertown  on 
the  easterii  shore  over  the  weekend. 

The  Broadway  had  a 11:15  prevue  of  an 
all-Polish  picture,  Friday  night  . . . Lee 
Goldsmith  is  now  acting  manager  of  the 
Cameo  . . . Arthur  B.  Price  and  Jack  L. 
Whittle,  Aurora,  Avenue,  report  a swell 
season  at  the  Gwynn  Oak  Park  . . . Gus 
Lowenberg’s  picture  “Wajan,”  played  the 
Leader  to  adults  only  and  did  a swell 
business  . . . George  Avis,  publicity  chief 
at  Loew’s  Century,  pulled  a novel  pub- 
licity stunt  by  having  all  intersections 
downtown  stenciled  on  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz.” 

Maxwell  Weinberg,  manager  of  the  Lit- 
tle, is  off  to  New  York  . . . H.  A.  Blum  is 
handling  the  house  while  Mac  is  vacation- 
ing . . . Buck  Rogers,  Tabor  Universal 
salesman,  is  now  breaking  in  a new  horse- 
less carriage  . . . Sympathy  goes  to  A. 
Rydejewski,  Aldine,  who  recently  lost  his 
mother  . . . Harry  Vogelstein  and  wife, 
Baltimore  Poster,  and  A.  Cohen  and  wife 
of  Essex,  are  motoring  to  Miami,  Fla.,  for 
the  national  convention  of  the  Jewish  War 
Veterans  of  America  . . . The  Smithsonian 
Institute  has  made  a bid  for  Little  Jackie 
Shellman’s  mystery  car. 

Buddy  Silverberg,  Park,  has  contributed 
a new  drink  to  the  bartenders’  guide  caUed 
the  Variety  . . . Mat  Cremen,  Lafayette,  is 
closing  ten  days  for  complete  renovation 
of  his  Lafayette  . . . Softball  scores  this 
week  were  Broadway,  16;  Hippodrome,  12. 
This  game  cinches  the  cup  for  the  Broad- 
way, having  won  eight  straight  games  and 
lost  only  two. 

Radtke  Corp,  Sues  Edco 
Over  Sound  Patent 

New  York — Radtke  Patents  Corp.  has 
filed  federal  court  actions  against  Edco 
Electronic  Devices  and  R.  H.  Macy  & Co., 
charging  infringement  of  its  patent  en- 
titled “Method  of  and  Means  for  Op- 
tically Reproducing  Sound,”  through  sell- 
ing 16mm  motion  picture  sound  projec- 
tors, including  Bell  and  Howell,  and  Du- 
plex projectors.  An  injunction,  accounting 
of  profits  and  damages  are  sought. 
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SETOA  Condemns 
Rental  Boosting 

Atlanta,  Ga.— Claiming  certain  pro- 
ducers and  distributors,  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  code,  are  increasing  the  cost 
of  pictures  to  offset  the  benefits  derived 
from  cancellation  concessions  and  are  forc- 
ing the  sale  of  shorts,  the  Southeastern 
Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  a MPTOA  affiliate, 
at  a meeting  here  unanimously  adopted  a 
resolution  opposing  such  practices. 

In  a letter  forwarded  to  the  general 
sales  managers  of  the  major  companies  and 
their  Atlanta  managers,  Milton  C.  Moore, 
SETOA  president,  expresses  the  opinion 
that  the  majority  of  the  exhibitors  will  ac- 
cept the  code  and  keep  its  provisions. 

He  points  out  also  there  is  a feeling 
that  the  distributors  are  not  acting  in 
good  faith  and,  as  a result,  Moore  warns, 
the  rank  and  file  will  not  do  anything  to 
defeat  any  federal  regulation  that  may  be 
proposed. 

Seriousness  of  the  situation  is  empha- 
sized by  Moore  who  declares  the  SETOA 
“has  always  tried  to  keep  the  Atlanta  ter- 
ritory free  of  law  suits  and  arguments  and 
has  always  tried  to  work  in  complete  har- 
mony with  the  distributors.” 

Sack  Enterprises  Opens 
New  York  Exchange 

New  York — On  the  day  of  Alfred  N. 
Sack’s  20th  anniversary  in  show  business, 
Sack  Amusement  Enterprises,  of  which  he 
is  president,  opened  its  New  York  ex- 
change. The  local  branch  will  be  under 
the  management  of  Lester  J.  Sack,  vice- 
president. 

Home  officing  in  Dallas,  Sack  has  ex- 
changes there  and  in  Atlanta  and  Chi- 
cago. A branch  exchange  probably  -will  be 
opened  soon  in  Los  Angeles.  The  New 
York  personnel  includes  Adolph  Poliak  as 
sales  representative,  Dorothy  Shapiro  as 
booker  and  cashier,  and  A1  Westen,  home 
office  representative  of  Million  Dollar 
Productions,  for  whose  product  Sack  re- 
cently signed  a national  franchise. 

Specializing  in  all-Negro  productions, 
Sack’s  lineup  includes  “Straight  From 
Heaven,”  with  Nina  Mae  McKinney  and 
young  Jackie  Ward;  “Reform  School”  and 
“Life  Goes  On,”  with  Louise  Beavers;  “The 
Duke  Is  Tops”  and  “Bargain  With  Bul- 
lets,” with  Ralph  Cooper;  “Gang  Smash- 
ers,” with  Nina  Mae  McKinney;  “Two- 
Gun  Man  Prom  Harlem,”  “The  Bronze 
Buckaroo”  and  “Harlem  Rides  the  Range,” 
produced  by  Richard  C.  Kahn,  and  “As 
the  World  Rolls  On,”  silent  feature  star- 
ring Jack  Johnson. 

In  the  shorts  division,  Sack  will  have  a 
series  of  one-reelers  on  Negroes  who  have 
made  names  for  themselves  in  athletics, 
and  a series  of  six  one-reelers  entitled 
“Colored  America  on  Parade.” 


Bucken  Plans  House  at  Amenia 
Amenia,  N.  Y.— Lou  Bucken  will  build  a 
new  theatre  here,  25  miles  from  Pough- 
keepsie. The  present  building,  with  the 
theatre  upstairs,  has  been  purchased  by 
other  interests.  Bucken  plans  to  build  in 
the  fall. 


From  Pennsylvania — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Markley  of  the 
State  Theatre  at  New  Castle,  Pa.,  visit 
the  World  Fair  headquarters  main- 
tained for  exhibitors  in  the  RKO  New 
York  home  office. 


PHIHLADEILPIIHIIIIA 

yiNE  STREET  is  buzzing  with  news  that 
Dave  Barrist,  Quality  Premiums,  the 
old  hold-out,  is  planning  to  get  married 
. . . Monogram  has  a marihuana  exhibit 
in  its  window  to  plug  “Assassin  of  Youth,” 
which  describes  addiction  to  the  drug.  To 
make  sure  they  don’t  get  raided  they 
prominently  display  a sign:  “Loaned  by 
Pennsylvania  Division,  Narcotic  Drug 
Control”  . . . Stanley-Warner  circuit  shifts 
take  Herman  Comer  from  the  Imperial- 
2nd  to  the  Capitol;  Dick  Raesly  from  the 
Holme  to  the  Imperial-2nd;  Jack  Goldman 
from  the  Imperial-60th  to  the  Keith’s. 

Moe  Verben,  Record,  is  back  from  vaca- 
tion, looking  like  a sun-kissed  film  star 
. . . Wilmer  and  Vincent  will  take  over 
Mount  Penn’s  firehouse  for  a theatre  . . . 
Vernon  Kline,  Eagle,  had  a “convict”  be- 
hind bars  outside  his  theatre  as  a bally- 
hoo stunt  for  “Convicts  at  Large”  . . . 
Irv  Blumberg,  Oxford,  shows  himself  a 
wide-awake  manager  by  visiting  new  resi- 
dents and  inviting  them  to  the  theatre  . . . 
Al  Reh,  Stanley,  is  getting  applause  for 
his  lively  lobby  displays  . . . Matty  Rosen - 
bluth,  Colney,  dresses  up  his  heralds  as  a 
prospectus  for  an  “Eight  Ring  Cinema 
Circus.” 

Dorothy  Pizor,  daughter  of  Lewen  Pizor, 
UMPTO  head,  has  announced  her  engage- 
ment . . . Jack  Blumberg  will  go  from 
the  President  to  the  Senate — sounds  like 
a political  demotion — with  Manny  Heller 
taking  his  place  at  the  President  . . . Allen 
Lewis,  Dante,  is  back  from  vacation  . . . 
Oscar  Neufeld,  Horlacher,  hopped  off  to 
New  York  . . . Anne  M.  Rowe,  RKO,  has  a 
Mrs.  in  front  of  her  name  now  . . . Bob 
Gladfelter,  Rialto,  off  for  a week’s  vaca- 
tion . . . A.  H.  Goldsmith,  Cross  Keys,  is 
back  on  the  job  after  his  vacation  . . . 
The  Warner  building  is  experimenting 


Stanley-Warner  Calls 
Fourth  Annual  Meet 

Philadelphia — One  hundred  six  theatre 
managers  and  representatives  of  all  the 
central  departments  gathered  at  the  Belle- 
vue Stratford,  August  15,  in  the  fourth  an- 
nual Philadelphia  circuit  meeting  of  the 
Stanley-Warner  chain. 

The  men  heard  addresses  by  Joseph 
Bernhard,  general  manager;  Ted  Schlan- 
ger,  circuit  head;  Grad  Sears,  sales  man- 
ager, Warner  Brothers  Pictures;  Lester 
Krieger,  Philadelphia  booking  chief;  Harry 
Goldberg,  national  advertising  head  and 
Paul  Mansell,  local  Warner  pictures  branch 
manager.  Also  present  were  J.  EUis  Ship- 
man,  contact  manager,  and  the  advertis- 
ing staff,  Everett  Callow,  Milt  Young  and 
Al  Zimbalist. 

Bernhard  announced  he  will  personally 
sponsor  an  exploitation  and  business- 
boosting campaign  during  the  coming  year. 
The  three  managers  who  show  the  greatest 
increase  in  business  and  the  most  ingenious 
campaigns  will  be  given  automobiles. 

Ted  Schlanger  announced  that  four  new 
Warner  houses  have  opened  .since  last  year 
in  the  Philadelphia  zone — the  Warner, 
Wilmington;  Lane,  Philadelphia;  State, 
Chester,  and  Levoy,  Millville..  The  local 
Palace  has  been  extensively  renovated,  and 
has  closed  for  a week,  to  reopen  August 
25.  More  than  6,600  new  seats  have  been 
installed  in  five  theatres,  he  said.  Also, 
RCA  sound  equipment  has  been  placed  in 
the  last  theatres  that  did  not  have  it. 

The  managers  attended  a luncheon, 
then  were  given  a special  screening  of  “The 
Old  Maid,”  with  Bette  Davis,  at  the 
Aldine. 

Data  on  Proposed  Tax 
In  Cuba  Indefinite 

New  York — Information  on  the  proposed 
Cuban  tax  of  33  per  cent  of  gross  box  of- 
fice receipts  is  very  indefinite,  according  to 
foreign  managers  here. 

It  seems  the  state  department  has  re- 
ported that  the  bill  has  been  proposed  in 
the  Cuban  Congress  while  advices  from 
Cuba  say  otherwise. 

According  to  the  department  of  com- 
merce in  Washington,  the  proceeds  of  the 
proposed  tax  would  provide  prizes  for  Cu- 
ban producers,  authors  and  composers  and 
an  annual  subsidy  of  $18,000  for  a Cuban 
theatrical  company. 

Meanwhile,  distributors  claim  the  pro- 
posed special  taxation  is  inequitable  and  an 
abrogation  of  the  right  of  free  contract. 


with  air-conditioning,  has  installed  a 
sample  air-conditioned  office  to  try  it  out. 

Bill  Israel,  Earle,  is  the  latest  to  become 
a World’s  Fair  booster  . . . Max  Korr, 
Earle,  Allentown,  is  supervising  a repaint- 
ing job  ...  Milt  Young,  Warner,  arranged 
a press  interview  with  Jascha  Heifetz 
when  the  violinist  came  to  town  to  appear 
at  the  Dell — luckily  shortly  before  Heifetz’ 
picture  “They  Shall  Have  Music”  is  to 
open  here  . . . Ben  Shindler,  Ace,  Wilm- 
ington, has  arranged  a weekly  radio  broad- 
cast on  his  program. 
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J^UDITORS  John  Valin  and  Joe  Sestu  are 
at  Warner-Vitagraph  exchange  on  a pe- 
riodic checkup  . . . Carrie  Rogers,  secretary 
to  Manager  Paul  Krumenacker  of  Warner, 
is  vacationing  . . . Booker  Jimmy  Moore 
returned  from  a two  weeks’  stay  at  Bur- 
den Lake  . . . Beatrice  Borell,  assistant 
cashier  at  20th  Century-Fox,  will  middle 
aisle  with  James  J.  Curley,  N.  Y.  Tele- 
phone Co.  draftsman,  September  7. 

Regular  vacations  in  the  20th-Fox  of- 
fice ended  August  13,  in  order  that  every- 
one would  he  on  hand  for  launching  of 
the  Kent  Drive  the  following  day  . . . Ar- 
thur J.  Neioman,  Republic  manager,  was 
in  New  York  for  several  days  on  a re- 
ported Fabian  deal  . . . Weldon  Waters, 
Paramount  salesman,  is  finally  settled  in 
the  Philip  Schuyler  apartments  after 
movmg  several  times  since  he  came  here 
from  Ohio  territory  in  May. 

Ralph  Pielow,  Metro  manager;  Bernard 
G.  Kranze,  RKO  branch  boss,  and  Schuy- 
ler Beattie,  Paramount  booking  manager, 
were  among  golf  prize  winners  at  Schine 
convention  . . . Proctor’s  Troy  had  Charles 
Coburn  for  a personal  appearance  the 
night  “Bachelor  Mother”  opened  at  the 
house.  Coburn  is  summering  in  Schenec- 
tady, where  he  serves  as  general  director 
of  Mohawk  Drama  Festival. 

Arthur  M.  Loew  entertained  Cary  Grant 
and  Phyllis  Brooks  at  Arrowhead  Dm, 
Saratoga  Sprmgs  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Reade  also  at  Saratoga  and  entertaining . 

Filmrow  visitors  included:  Irving  Barker 
of  New  Theatre,  Hoosick  Falls;  Mitchel 
Conery,  Conery  circuit,  Ravena,  and  Alan 
Jones,  his  booker;  John  Gardner,  Gard- 
ner chain,  Schenectady:  Sid  Dwore,  also 
operator  of  three  Schenectady  houses: 
Morris  Silverman  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
Schenectady:  Henry  Frieder  and  Henry 
Grossman,  Hudson  operators:  Ollie  Mal- 
lory of  Starr,  Corinth;  Harvey  English, 
English  circuit,  Hancock;  Frank  Williams, 
Benton  booker;  Bill  Kraemer,  Schine 
booker.  Incidentally,  it  was  said  to  be 
Kraemer’s  last  visit  to  Filmrow.  He  is  be- 
ing shifted  from  the  Albany  territory  lo 
Washington.  Seth  Fields,  assistant  Schine 
booker  in  this  area,  may  succeed  him. 

Max  Freedman.  Warner  Theatre  zone 
booker,  was  at  the  Buffalo  office  for  a 
week  . . . Frances  Rudnick,  a Fabian  tele- 
phone operator,  is  on  vacation  . . . Paulme 
Iveson,  also  a Fabian  switchboard  girl, 
returned  from  her  vacation  . . . Columbia 
exchange  has  been  redecorated  inside  . . . 
Doug  Klein,  Columbia  accessory  manager 
and  a Philadelphian,  is  away  for  two 
weeks. 

Chick  Mlinarik,  shipper,  divided  his 
fortnight  between  a visit  to  the  World's 
Fair  and  a fishing  trip  to  Cape  Vincent. 
Thousand  Islands  . . . Phil  Fox,  former  Al- 
bany manager  for  Columbia  and  present 
boss  of  the  Buffalo  office,  was  in  this  city 
and  Saratoga  Springs  for  a weekend  . . . 
Charles  Lawlor  of  Theatre  Displays,  is  ill 
with  grippe. 

Bill  Barney,  operator  of  Gra?id,  Water- 
vliet,  went  down  to  New  York  in  his  yacht 
for  a week  and  lived  aboard  it  ..  . Ben  H. 


Hobbs  of  Damiemora  Theatre,  Danne- 
mora,  and  his  wife,  are  trailering  for  the 
smnrner  at  lakes  thereabouts.  They  usually 
live  in  Plattsburg. 

Reported  that  Cal  King  will  reopen  the 
Walden,  Williamstown,  Mass.,  last  week 
in  August  . . . Bill  Murray,  Grand  Na- 
tional booker-office  manager,  met  Harry 
Statford,  former  operator  of  Family, 
Watervliet,  on  a recent  weekend  in  Boston. 
Statford  now  manages  the  Embassy  there 
. . . A1  Feltman,  former  operator  of  Lin- 
coln, Schenectady,  post  carded  Filmrow 
boys  from  San  Diego,  Cal.  . . . Feltman  and 
his  wife  are  summering  in  the  film  state. 

Grayid  National’s  local  office  is  slated 
to  receive,  this  month,  one  of  the  western 
color  pictures  the  company  will  distribute. 
First  m the  series  is  titled  “Call  of  the 
Range.” 

Walter  Wertime  is  said  to  be  doing  ex- 
cellent summer  business  both  at  his 
Chester  Theatre  and  his  Hampton  Manor 
Hotel  in  Chestertown,  a resort  center  85 
miles  from  Albany  . . . George  Lofink  re- 
signed as  purchasing  agent  in  Fabian  divi- 
sion office. 
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Kinley,  UA  office  manager  and  booker, 
copped  the  prize  of  four  weeks  salary  in 
UA's  20th  anniversary  sales  drive  . . . UA’s 
Marcie  Plant  is  en  route  to  Canada  for 
her  vacation  while  her  co-worker,  Elea- 
nor Harper,  has  chosen  Florida  . . . 
Metro’s  Anna  Ridgely  is  spending  her  va- 
cation in  southern  Maryland,  and  at  last 
Fred  Rippingale,  Metro  office  manager, 
can  look  forward  to  spending  the  coming 
two  weeks  at  Leonardtown. 

Filmrow  was  saddened  with  the  news 
of  the  death  of  Gene  Ford’s  mother  . . . 
Rose  Whitsman  of  the  Metro  exchange  in 
Minneapolis,  visited  the  local  branch 
while  en  route  to  the  Fair. 

Paramount’s  “Vince”  Daugherty  and 
Dick  Doyle  have  planned  a trip  to  New 
York  and  the  Fair  . . . The  S.  R.  Kent 
Drive  in  honor  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck’s 
30th  anniversary  was  launched  at  the 
20th-Fox  exchange,  August  13  . . . Birth- 
day greeting  to  Dan  Tirrell,  Warner  thea- 
tres . . . All  radios  will  lead  to  the  Con- 
gressional Club  on  August  25  when  the 
Variety  Club  will  hold  its  annual  golf 
tournament. 

Louis  Schector  arid  Associates  have  an- 
nounced plans  for  a new  house  to  be 
erected  on  Charles  Street  near  North 
Avenue,  Baltimore  . . . James  P.  Clark, 
Horlacher  prexy,  journeyed  from  Philly  to 
attend  the  Lichtman  testimonial. 


Adds  New  Censor 

Philadelphia — Gov.  Arthur  H.  James 
has  announced  the  appointment  of  Mrs. 
Beatrice  Miller  as  assistant  censor  of  the 
state  board  of  censors.  She  joins  Mrs. 
Edna  R.  Carroll,  chief  censor,  and  John 
Clyde  Fisher,  the  other  assistant. 


Would  Test  Legality 
Of  Cash  Game  Ban 

Philadelphia — Two  exhibitor  groups  are 
trying  to  get  local  exhibitors  to  subscribe 
for  a legal  campaign  to  test  legality  of  the 
police  ban  on  Bingo,  Banko  and  other 
theatre  games. 

Two  letters  are  going  out  to  the  trade, 
one  signed  by  ten  members  of  Allied  (al- 
though Allied  is  not  officially  involved) , 
the  other  signed  by  Sam  and  Nate  Stiefel, 
Roxy,  and  Dave  Molliver,  Viola.  They 
want  exhibitors  to  put  up  $50  apiece  for 
attorney’s  fees. 

The  promoters  of  the  plan  point  out  that 
police  haven’t  interfered  with  exactly  the 
same  kind  of  game  in  churches  and  fra- 
ternal organizations. 

Some  members  of  the  industry  expressed 
opposition  to  the  move,  pointing  out  that 
the  ban  is  saving  them  money. 

20th-Fox  Building  Plans  In 
Albany  Gain  Credence 

Albany — The  visit  of  J.  Lang  of  the  20th 
Century-Fox  real  estate  department,  led 
to  a story  that  a new  building  for  the 
local  branch  will  be  erected  directly  back 
of  the  present  one.  P.  W.  Mulderry  is 
mentioned  as  the  contractor-owner. 

Whether  the  new  building  would  be  one 
or  two  stories  has  not  been  determined, 
or  at  least  revealed.  That  occupied  by 
Paramount  is  now  the  only  two  decker. 
The  new  structure  would  be  air  conditioned. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  occupied  its 
present  property  since  1926. 

R,  Marmon  Takes  Over 
Operation  at  Delmar 

Albany — Roger  C.  Marmon  took  over 
operation  of  Delmar  Theatre,  Delmar, 
which  he  managed  for  Mitchell  Conery  un- 
til last  winter.  Conery  recently  dropped 
it  from  the  chain. 

Marmon,  one-time  exhibitor  in  Haines- 
ville  and  Edward,  had  been  employed  by 
Heilman  circuit  since  leaving  Conery’s  em- 
ploy. He  was  shifted  from  Royal,  Albany, 
to  Palace,  Troy,  in  May,  when  Harry  Hell- 
man  assumed  ownership. 


Remodels  at  Hancock 

Albany — Harvey  English  has  completed 
a remodeling  and  redecorating  of  the 
Capitol,  Hancock.  A new  front  and  a new 
marquee  were  installed  and  the  interior 
refurbished.  English  also  operates  theatres 
in  Windsor,  Narrowsburg,  Roxbury  and 
Downsville,  on  the  southern  tier. 


First  Third  Weeker 
Since  March 

New  York — "In  Name  Only,”  which  is 
holding  over  for  a third  week  at  the 
Music  Hall,  is  the  first  feature  to  go 
that  distance  since  "The  Story  of  Ver- 
non and  Irene  Castle”  played  there 
beginning  March  30. 
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SIIO\^  business  today  is  a l)usiness  of  color, 
liglit,  and  eve-appeal.  \ou  can't  expect 
turn-awav  crowds  if  vour  theatre  looks  dull 
and  lifeless. 

A colorfid  L-O-F  Theatrefront,  of  modern 
Glass  and  Metal,  is  an  investment  in  good 
salesmanship.  It’s  like  ha\ing  a smart 
'’Barker"  outside  vour  sho^v  who  attracts  the 
cro\sd3  to  vour  place — to  spent!  their  movie 
juonev  w ith  vou. 

An  L-(d  F Theatrefront  is  the  last  word  in 
inotiern  design,  color,  beauty  and  economy. 
It  increases  crowd  appeal  — builds  up  your 
nei^hhorhood  prestige  and  patronage.  And  it 
reduces  vour  cost  because  there  is  nothing 


about  it  to  wear  out — nothing  to  rot,  rust, 
decay  or  peel  off.  Nothing  to  ever  need  re- 
painting. Your  window'  washer  can  keep  it 
like  new  for  years  with  only  a damp  cloth  or 
chamois. 

Here’s  an  investment  that  is  making  monev 
for  others  and  w ill  make  money  for  you.  Find 
out  how'  easily  an  L-O-F  Theatrefront  can  he 
designed  for  your  theatre  and  how'  easily  vou 
can  pay  for  it  out  of  increased  business. 
Write  us  today  for  latest  literature  showing 
L-O-F  Theatrefronts  and  Storefronts  and  the 
name  of  an  L-O-F  Distributor  near  vou. 
Lihhev-Owens-Ford  Glass  Company,  1311 
Nicholas  Building,  Toledo,  Ohio. 


A brilliant  L’O’F 


Theatrefront  plus  Popular 
Pictures  is  a combination 
that  will  keep  a ^'waiting 
line"  in  front  of  your  doors 
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LIBBEY*  OWENS  •FORD 

Colorful  Thealrefrools 

VITROLITE  • VITROLUX  • EXTRUDALITE 


Ask  any  L-O-F  distributor  about  our  con- 
venient Modernisation  Budget  Plan.  . . . 
Make  certain  your  Viirolite  installation  is 
made  by  a Francbised  L-O-F  dealer. 


For  Mirrors,  L-O-F  Polished  Plate  Glass,  clear 
or  in  colors.  For  Lighting,  L-0*F’  \itroIux 
color-fused,  tempered  Plate  (ilass. 


4 Factors  off  a Modern  lliealreffronl 


1.  VITROLITE — the  colorful 
structural  glass  for  easily 
cleaned,  modern  w allfacings, 
exterior  and  interior. 

2.  VITROLUX— the  new 

L‘0*F  color-fused,  tempered 
plate  glass  for  luminous  color, 
signs  and  illumination. 


3.  EXTRUDALITE— the  mod- 
ern L’O'F  decorative  store- 
front metal  with  patented  sash 
that  minimizes  glass  breakage. 

4.  L • O * F PLATE  GLASS— fa- 
mous for  finer  finish  and 
clarity — for  undistorted  win- 
dow displays. 


You  wouldn’t 
pose  like  this 
for  a modern 
picture ! 


But  are  you  using  an 
d-fashioned  sound  syste  n 
on  modern  movies? 


Here’s  an  important  fact  to  remember — Hollywood  is  now  produc- 
ing finer  sound  than  ever  before — because  movie  fans  demand  good 
sound.  To  properly  reproduce  it — and  build  up  your  busitiess — install 


New  RCA  Photophone  Magie  Voice  of  the  Screen 


with  Rotary  Stabilizer  plus  Shock-Proof  Drive  —available  at  low  cost  to 

theatres  of  every  size! 


Let’s  look  at  facts.  You  can 
J show  the  finest  pictures  in  the 
world — but  you’ll  have  empty 
seats  in  your  theatre  if  the  sound 
is  poor.  Because  nowadays  movie 
fans  know  good  sound  from  bad — 
and  patronize  the  theatre  where 
listening  is  as  much  fun  as  looking. 

H ollywood  knows  this  and 
that’s  why  Hollywood  puts  such 
excellent  sound  on  its  films.  But 
how  about  you — are  you  letting 


an  outmoded  sound  system  hurt 
your  takes? 

It  will  pay  you  to  find  out  about 
the  new  RCA  Photophone  Magic 
Voice  of  the  Screen.  For  here’s  the 
equipment  built  for  true  reproduc- ' 
tion  of  modern  movie  sound.  It’s 
the  tonic  your  box  office  needs. 
And  its  low  cost  will  surprise  you, 
just  as  its  many  new  features  will 
delight  you.  Full  details  from  your 
RCA  Photophone  representative. 


Better  sound  means  better  box  office — and  RCA  tubes  mean  better  sound 


Only  the  New  Magic  Voice 
of  the  screen  offers 
all  these  features! 

This  gplenditl  new  e<iiii[)itient  gives  you 
full  assurance  of  constant  liiiti  speed  by 
adding  the  amazing  new  Shock -Proof  Drive 
to  the  fainons  Rotary  Stabili/crl  Resides 
this  great  feature,  the  new  Magic  Voice 
brings  yttu  new  styling,  new  protection, 
new  convenience,  new  added  reserve  power 
and  many  other  outstanding  proofs  that 
it’s  the  best  value  you’ve  ever  seen!  Ask 
your  RCA  Photophone  representative  for 
complete  information. 

RCA  Photophone'' s service  or(i,anization  has 
a low  cost  theatre  service  plan  in  which  you'll 
be  interested. 
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An  Unbeatable  Pair 


B AMERICAN 

odifbrm 

Restful  I Chairs 
The  best  is  the  cheapest 

• Undoubtedly  the  world’s  best  theatre  chair 
investment.  Acclaimed  by  theatre  owners 
everywhere.  Unsurpassed  in  beauty  and 
comfort.  Definitely  lowers  maintenance  and 
housekeeping  costs.  A proven  patron  puller. 


American 


vionj^ 

THEATRE  CHAIRS 


The  best  in  the  low  price  group 

• Beauty  of  line  and  color— quality  never 
before  found  in  a low  price  theatre  chair. 
Tested  materials,  proven  construction. 
A truly  remarkable  value  at  a low  price. 
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A Competition  of  Competency 
in  a Common  Cause 

The  damaging  effect  of  a poorly  planned  theatre 
extends  in  many  directions.  It  not  only  affects  ad- 
versely the  interests  of  ownership;  but  actually  be- 
comes a boomerang  of  embarrassment  to  everyone 
connected  with  it. 

The  modern  theatre,  first  of  all,  is  a public  institu- 
tion. As  such,  it  is  subject  to  the  scrutiny  and  criticism 
of  more  people  than  any  other  place  of  public  service. 

Therefore,  an  architectural  faux  pas,  a misapplica- 
tion of  materials  or  a mistake  in  the  selection  of  me- 
chanical eguipment  becomes  magnified  many  times 
over  in  the  watchful  eye  or  in  the  impressionable  mind 
of  the  public. 

Let's  not  minimize  this  exceedingly  vital  point  in  the 
planning  of  our  theatres.  Size  or  location  does  not  af- 
fect the  importance  of  careful  planning  because  the 
small  or  remotely  located  house  has  the  same  ratio  of 
public  interest  as  the  more  capacious  metropolitan 
cinema. 

To  be  successful  permanently,  a moving  picture 
theatre  must  dominate  its  surroundings  completely.  No 
adjacent  structure  should  be  permitted  to  eclipse  it  in 
eye  attraction.  Within,  it  must  be  the  epitome  of  ser- 
vice to  its  patrons  on  all  points. 

We  of  The  Modern  Theatre  section  encourage  the 
competition  of  competency  in  men  and  materials.  May 
it  become  keener  in  the  interest  of  our  common  ob- 
jective: To  attain  and  sustain  the  public  approval  of 
all  theatre  projects  now  being  or  later  to  be  erected. 

Capable  designers  and  conscientious  suppliers  of 
materials  and  equipment  are  cooperat- 
ing with  us.  They  recognize  a triple  re- 
sponsibility for  results — to  you,  to  the 
public  and  to  themselves. 
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KsvESPITE  the  much  talked  of  and  com- 
!/  monly  over-estimated  recession  in 
business  for  1939,  theatre  property 
modernization  moves  merrily  forward  and 
fortunately  it  is  now  being  conducted  in 
safe,  sane  and  business-like  manner.  Work 
is  now  proceeding  under  weli-prepared 
plans  rather  than  in  the  hit-and-miss 
manner  too  generally  in  evidence  hereto- 
fore. Current  activities  of  a midwest  thea- 
tre circuit  provide  a typical  case  in  point. 

The  Griffith-Dickinson  Theatres,  Inc., 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  which  succeeded 
the  Glen  W.  Dickinson  Theatres,  Inc.,  iate 
this  spring,  is  in  the  midst  of  a $250,000 
modernization  program  by  which  H.  J. 
Griffith  and  Gien  W.  Dickinson  expect  to 
bring  all  theatres  they  operate  to  the 
highest  possible  peak  of  efficiency  in  per- 
formance, comfort  and  attractiveness.  The 
program  is  outstanding  in  scope  and  sev- 
eral of  the  ideas  incorporated  in  the  mod- 
ernization are  unusual,  if  not  entirely 
unique. 

The  program  is  about  half  completed  at 
this  time.  Three  air  conditioning  and 
two  construction  crews  are  working  full 
time  under  the  supervision  of  Temple  De- 
Vilbiss,  construction  engineer,  who  was 
with  Griffith  Amusement  Company,  Okla- 
homa City,  and  R.  E.  Griffith  Tlieatres, 
Dallas,  for  eleven  years  and  now  is  with 
Griffith-Dickinson  in  charge  of  all  new 
projects  and  remodeling.  All  layouts  and 
designs  are  being  executed  by  Corgan  & 
Moore,  consulting  architects  of  Dallas. 
Assisting  in  supervision  of  the  remodeling 


work  is  Lew  Chatham,  district  manager  for 
Griffith-Dickinson  Theatres. 

Renovated  and  Renamed 

Correlated  to  the  modernization  pro- 
gram are  several  new  points  of  general 
policy.  For  instance,  the  circuit  is  chang- 
ing the  names  of  all  theatres  as  they  are 
remodeled  so  that  each  theatre  will  carry 
a designation  easily  identifiable  with  the 
locale  in  which  it  is  situated.  In  one  case 
it  may  be  the  name  of  a river,  such  as  the 
“Rio  Grand,”  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri, 
named  for  the  Grand  River  which  rises 
nearby.  At  Hiawatha,  Kans.,  the  new 
name  is  the  “Chief,”  obviously  an  appro- 
priate designation.  In  Osage  City,  Kans., 
the  former  Dickinson  Theatre  is  now  the 
“Osage.” 

At  Osawatomie,  Kans.,  a town  named  for 
two  Indian  tribes,  Osage  and  Potawato- 
mie,  the  theatre  now  is  the  “Osawa.”  At 
Parsons,  Kans.,  the  “A”  house  became  the 
“Kansan;”  at  Fayette,  Mo.,  the  theatre  is 
now  the  “Fayette;”  at  Slater,  Mo.,  it  is 
the  “Kiva,”  an  Indian  word  for  “gather- 
ing place;”  and  at  Paola,  Kans.,  where 
the  circuit  will  build  a new  theatre,  the 
name  probably  will  be  “Miami,”  of  which 
county  Paola  is  the  county  seat. 

As  a part  of  the  modernization  program 
in  each  town,  the  circuit  is  building  fifty 
6 -sheet  billboards  for  weekly  postings  by 
the  theatre.  The  boards  are  located  on 
highways  within  a radius  of  from  20  to 
50  miles  to  each  theatre.  It  will  be  the 
task  of  the  exploiteer  of  each  theatre — 


and  each  house  will  have  one — to  post  the 
boards. 

Griffith-Dickinson  are  creating  the  kind 
of  theatres  they  feel  should  attract  patron- 
age from  a wide  area  and  they  are  not 
overlooking  any  opportunities  to  fully  de- 
velop and  exploit  the  trade  territory  of 
each  house.  Having  all  work  done  by 
local  men  except  the  foremen  naturally 
has  created  good  will  in  each  locality.  Men 
are  paid  top  scale  and  a large  percentage 
of  the  modernization  funds  in  this  way 
has  been  put  into  circulation  in  the  var- 
ious Griffith-Dickinson  towns. 

High  Points  of  Project 

The  three  outstanding  points  in  the 
modernization  of  these  houses  are;  (1) 
Attractive  fronts  to  pull  customers  into 
the  theatres;  (2)  new,  fully  upholstered 
seats  and  air  conditioning  to  make  them 
comfortable,  and  (3)  new  sound,  new  and 
in  many  cases  enlarged  screens,  and  new 
lenses  to  give  them  finer  motion  picture 
presentation. 

Supplementing  these  factors  are;  (1)  A 
blanket  contract  with  a sound  service  or- 
ganization for  regular  inspection  service, 
repair  and  replacement  wherever  neces- 
sary; (2)  rewiring,  which  has  reduced  in- 
surance rates  as  a secondary  objective,  and 
(3)  the  tiling  of  all  restrooms  and  installa- 
tion of  drains,  at  an  average  cost  of  $150 
apiece,  so  that  they  can  be  washed  down 
with  soap  and  water  daily  to  eliminate  all 
objectionable  odors. 

In  all  houses  the  stages  are  being  re- 
conditioned and  made  available  for  local 
presentations.  In  the  smailer  cities  this 
is  an  important  factor  in  creating  com- 
munity goodwill  through  acquainting 
large  numbers  of  persons  with  the  theatre. 
Recently  many  theatres  in  large  cities  as 
well  as  small  have  neglected  using  the 
stage.  However,  lately  there  has  been  a 
tendency  to  “bring  them  to  life”  again. 
Griffith-Dickinson  are  redoing  the  stage 
floors,  eliminating  the  old  orchestra  rails, 
installing  modern  lighting  facilities,  put- 
ting in  new  cycloramas  and  draperies, 
equipping  the  screens  with  flies  and  gener- 
ally creating  new  stage  settings. 

The  circuit  will  have  new  heating  plants 
installed  in  all  its  theatres  by  fall,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  DeViibiss.  Most  of  them 
will  be  oil-fired  because  that  method  is 
deemed  more  economical  and  safer. 

New  Style  Canopy 

An  unusual  feature  of  the  new  Chief, 
at  Hiawatha,  Kans.,  as  well  as  of  the 
Booth,  at  Independence,  and  the  Kansan, 
at  Parsons,  Kans.,  is  a new  type  of  mar- 
quee developed  by  Mr.  DeViibiss  and 
Corgan  & Moore.  It  has  no  conduits  or 
wiring  in  the  letter  boards.  Behind  the 
flashed  opal  glass  of  the  boards  are  two 
strips  of  powder  green  neon  tubing,  one 
for  each  letter  line.  The  effect  is  quite 
striking.  Cutout  letters  are  of  black  en- 
ameled pressed  fibre  board  fitted  in  slots, 
13%  inches  high. 

The  body  of  the  marquee  is  of  en- 
ameled pressed  wood  board  in  three  shades 
of  orange,  lemon  and  lavender,  set  off 
with  chrome  stripping.  The  ceiling  of  the 


Before  and  After  views  of 
the  auditorium  of  the  Kan- 
san (nee  Dickinson)  Thea- 
tre, at  Parsons,  Kansas. 
Compare  all  points  of  in- 
terest. The  modernizing 
treatment  apparent  here  is 
typical  of  what  is  transpir- 
ing throughout  the  entire 
Griffith-Dickinson  Circuit. 
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Chief’s  marquee  is  of  3/16  inch  tempered 
pressed  wood  and  is  also  in  the  same  three 
shades  of  enamel  and  lighted  with  60-watt 
bulbs  on  eight-inch  centers.  The  entire 
marquee  is  washable. 

The  Hiawatha  theatre’s  marquee  is  odd- 
shaped. This  and  the  one  on  the  new 
R.  E.  Griffith  house  just  opened  at  Carls- 
bad, New  Mex.,  also  designed  by  Archi- 
tects Corgan  & Moore,  are  said  to  be  the 
only  two  odd-shaped  marquees  in  the 
country.  Fifty  feet  across  at  the  wall,  the 
Chief’s  marquee  is  four  feet  deep  on 
the  left  and  13  feet  deep  at  the  right  side. 
The  wide  side  goes  to  the  wall  at  a long, 
oblique  angle.  The  theatre  is  located  a 
few  doors  from  the  corner,  which  is  on 
the  square  of  the  town.  Mr.  DeVilbiss 
wanted  more  letter  run  facing  the  square 
but  yet  to  provide  a clear  vision  of  the  at- 
traction board  for  traffic  from  the  right. 

Like  other  theatres  remodeled,  the  Chief 
has  what  amounts  to  practically  a new 
front.  White  stucco  did  away  with  much 
of  the  “gingerbread,”  once  an  asset  but 
currently  out  of  fashion.  Letters  in  the 
upright,  a new  and  modern  sign,  are  of 
power  green  with  red  border. 

Layout  of  the  display  boards  is  new 
here  as  it  is  in  the  other  modernized 
houses.  As  much  display  as  possible  on 
the  front  face  proper  has  been  utilized  and 
in  addition  there  is  a center  board  which 
hangs  over  the  entrance  to  tie  together 
the  displays  at  each  side  of  the  entrance. 
Display  boards  were  built  to  fit  the  space 
available  and  all  are  under  glass.  In  most 
cases  40  by  60’s  were  used  outside  with 
center  board,  and  30  by  40’s  combined  with 
11  by  14’s  were  used  inside  the  theatres. 

Peak  Conditioning  Throughout 

New  also  are  the  boxoffice,  carpets, 
lighting  fixtures,  sound  equipment,  screens 
and  projection  lenses.  New  fully  uphol- 
stered theatre  chairs  also  replace  old  seats 
in  line  with  the  general  policy  of  mod- 
ernization which  calls  for  peak  “condition- 
ing” throughout.  As  a matter  of  note,  no 
work  had  been  done  on  the  Hiawatha  in 
ten  years. 

In  this  particular  house,  the  old  cooling 
system,  which  had  a capacity  of  17,500 
cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute,  was  torn  out 
and  a new  one,  with  a capacity  of  45,000 
c.f.m.,  was  installed.  A penthouse,  14  by 
14  by  13  feet,  was  built  over  the  stage, 
supported  on  steel  beams  and  fitted  with 
a concrete  floor.  As  with  all  air  condi- 
tioning systems  installed  or  being  installed 
by  the  circuit,  water  is  used  as  the  cooling 
medium. 

Instead  of  using  air  washers,  however, 
the  new  system  here,  as  well  as  others  in 
the  circuit  which  were  designed  by  Mr. 
DeVilbiss,  uses  pads.  This  type  system 
pulls  air  through  matting  or  pad,  which 
can  be  done,  according  to  Mr.  DeVilbiss, 
with  less  resistance  and  naturally  with  less 
power,  rather  than  pulling  air  through 
water  spray.  The  original  installation  with 
pads  is  also  said  to  be  less  expensive. 

From  floor  to  ceiling,  rear  wall  to  tip 
of  marquee,  the  Booth,  at  Independence, 
Kans.,  was  completely  redone.  A new  oak 
floor  was  installed,  treated  and  filled,  and 
the  exposed  spaces  painted  for  protection 
against  dust  and  for  decoration.  The 
house  was  thoroughly  rewired  at  a cost  of 
$1,500  and  old  exposed  radiators  were  torn 
out  and  replaced  with  a modern  duct  sys- 
tem. The  roof  also  was  recovered.  New 
sound  equipment,  screen,  projection  room. 


ILLUSTRATED 

Five  Griffith- Dickinson  theatres  in  the 
State  of  Kansas  that  have  recently 
undergone  extensive  improvements 
and  a change  of  name  through  the 
quarter  million  dollar  improvement 
campaign  now  at  its  half-way  mark. 
Reading  from  top  downward:  The 
Booth,  at  Independence;  the  Chief,  at 
Hiawatha;  the  Kayisan,  at  Parsons; 
the  Osawa,  at  Osawatomie;  and  the 
Uptown,  the  circuit’s  “B”  house  at 
Parsons. 


boxoffice,  stage  setting,  carpeting,  drape- 
ries, air  conditioning  and  decoration  were 
added. 

Old  Faults  Eliminated 

The  new  foyer  wall  of  the  Booth  is  an- 
other point  of  interest.  It  consists  of 
wooden  louvres  up  to  the  standee  rail  with 
Venetian  blinds  above.  The  blinds  are  ad- 
justable, which  with  the  louvres  elimin- 
ates dead  spots  and  permits  even  circula- 
tion throughout  the  auditorium.  It  also 
eliminates  the  blowing  of  draperies  at  the 
foyer  entrances,  and  the  blinds  can  be  ad- 
justed to  control  light  from  the  foyer. 

The  Booth  now  has  five  air  conditioning 
units.  One  big  central  plant  with  50,000 
c.f.m.  capacity  in  a penthouse  above  the 
stage  cools  the  lower  floor  and  four  small 
individual  units  of  7,000  c.f.m  each  are 
used  as  needed  to  cool  the  balcony.  The 
four  small  units  are  housed  on  the  roof 
at  the  front  of  the  house  and  they  can  be 
turned  on  or  off  as  needed,  which  repre- 
sents an  operating  economy,  since  the 
theatre  seldom  uses  the  400-seat  balcony 
during  matinees. 

The  central  plant  is  controlled  by  a spe- 
cial damper  arrangement  which  permits  it 
to  throw  10,000,  20,000,  30,000  or  any  other 
volume  of  air.  This  too  saves  on  horse 
power  since  the  motor  and  fan  turn  at  the 
same  speed  ratio  but  the  power  used  is 
in  direct  proportion  to  the  volume  of  air 
moved.  Ten  outlets  in  the  auditorium  dis- 
tribute the  air  evenly  throughout.  Two 
ducts  open  on  each  side  of  the  proscenium 
arch  and  run  along  each  sidewall  to  just 
beneath  the  balcony.  The  balcony  has  two 
on  each  side.  Windows  and  doors  leading 
into  other  buildings  in  the  basement  of 
the  Booth  were  bricked  up  as  a matter  of 
safety  and  to  reduce  insurance  rates. 

Installation  of  new  seats  in  the  Booth 
reflects  the  general  practice  in  all  such 
provisions.  The  theatre  formerly  had  1,- 
150  seats;  it  now  has  1,118.  The  seating 
layout  before  remodeling  had  one  center 
aisle  and  now  two  have  been  provided.  The 
old  seats  were  19  to  20  inches  wide  with 
back-to-back  space  of  from  30  to  32  inches; 
the  new  ones  are  22  inches  wide  with  34 
to  36  inches  of  leg  space.  They  are  fully 
upholstered  and  steel  bottomed  to  insure 
greatest  comfort  and  long  life. 

Decoration  of  the  interior  here  as  in 
other  theatres  of  the  circuit  is  in  soft  pas- 
tel colors  which  blend  with  the  lights.  It 
was  designed  by  and  executed  under  the 
supervision  of  Karl  Schmeusser,  Griffith- 
(Continued  on  page  52) 
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By  Helen  Kent 


MP  I were  a theatre  patron — but  in  real- 
ity that’s  exactly  what  I am,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  I’m  rather  fancied  as 
chief  House  Appeal  critic  in  these  pages. 
At  any  rate,  if  I were  a theatre  patron  in 
Carlisle,  Penn.,  I’d  be  immeasurably  im- 
pressed by  and  enticed  into  the  new  Com- 
erford  Theatre  there  every  time  I came 
within  its  extraordinarily  magnetic  pres- 
ence. It’s  that  kind  of  house — a patrons’ 
theatre  obviously  and  to  the  nth  degree. 

This  new  house  was  planned  for  patron- 
age, the  kind  that  supports  and  builds  up. 
The  objective  is  plainly  visible  in  every 
design  motive,  mechanical  provision  or 
physical  property  which  makes  up  the 
well-integrated  assembly  that  is  the  new 
theatre.  Its  owners,  Comerford  Theatre 
Corp.,  and  its  designer.  Architect  Michael 
J.  DeAngelis,  who  incidentally  is  an  ac- 
tive member  of  The  Modern  Theatre’s 
Advisory  Board,  obviously  had  H.  R.  H. 
the  Prince  of  Patrons  prominently  in  mind 
in  their  contemplation  and  completion  of 
the  latest  member  of  the  Comerford  fam- 
ily of  theatres. 

Greets  with  Good  Taste 
Carlisle’s  new  theatre  is  sufficiently 
showy  without  being  pretentious;  it  is  a 


modern  example  of  good  taste  minus  gaud- 
iness. Its  decoration  and  furnishing 
throughout  relies  more  upon  simplicity  of 
effect  than  upon  awe-inspiring  stuffiness, 
thus  creating  a friendly  and  personable  at- 
mosphere that  is  most  appreciated  by  pat- 
rons in  every  walk  of  life  and  in  every  part 
of  the  country. 

For  the  money  expended,  the  new  Com- 
erford Theatre  appears  to  have  been  most 
efficiently  and  economically  planned  and 
executed.  Its  building  is  capacious  with 
a broad  sweep  of  theatre  frontage  and  ad- 
jacent modern  stores  and  offices  for  ren- 
tal. The  theatre,  a 1,450-seat  house,  was 
constructed  at  an  approximate  expendi- 
ture of  $225,000.00  and  equipment  for  the 
theatre  proper  was  purchased  at  a cost  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $40,000.00. 

But  to  return  to  the  original  supposi- 
tion that  I am  a movie  fan  in  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  I’d  like  to  point  out  things  about 
this  new  theatre  which  give  it  magnetism 
and  appeal  to  patrons.  At  least,  many 
characteristics  of  the  Comerford  Theatre 
appeal  to  me,  and  I’m  primarily  a most 
responsive  theatre  patron  when  it  comes 
to  the  practical  provisions  of  entertain- 
ment. 


A sweepmg  expanse  of  pro- 
gram-selling facade  is  shotvn 
in  this  night-time  view  of  the 
new  Comerford  Theatre,  in 
Carlisle,  Penn.  Below — The  au- 
ditorium in  Modern  French 
decor  rewards  the  patrons’ 
search  for  comfort  as  well  as 
beauty  in  places  of  entertain- 
ment. 


Tailored  good  taste  shown  throughout 
the  Comerford  Theatre  is  exemplified  in 
this  view  of  the  stairway  to  the  balcony. 
Patron  convenience  throughout  is  repre- 
sented in  the  illuminated  drinking  foun- 
tain. 


If  I were  walking  down  High  Street  in 
Carlisle  of  an  evening,  I’d  be  drawn  in- 
evitably to  this  new  Comerford  Theatre 
because  of  the  brilliance  and  magnetism 
of  its  display.  The  magnificence  of  a mon- 
olithic facade  which  dominates  its  entire 
environs.  I’d  know  from  considerable  dis- 
tance what  its  picture  program  is  because 
of  clear-cut  silhouette  copy  display  on  a 
marquee  built  to  be  viewed  from  all  angles. 

Impressions  Gain  Impetus 

As  I approached  nearer  the  theatre,  I’d 
like  the  novel  way  these  theatre  men  have 
made  use  of  office  windows  in  the  second 
story  of  the  building  for  display  of  star 
portrait  posters.  Large-sized  pictures  of 
glamour  girls  and  boys,  advantageously 
illuminated,  peer  invitingly  from  the  win- 
dows, and  whether  or  not  this  is  to  be 
permanent  display,  it  shows  innovation 
and  ingenious  use  of  valuable  advertis- 
ing space  and  the  technique  of  modem 
merchandising,  too. 

The  facade  of  the  theatre  is  impressive 
in  itself.  It  is  formed  of  terra  cotta  in 
three  colors;  mahogany  base,  peach  to  the 
second  story  and  cream  to  the  top.  Small 
ornamental  medallions  and  curves  in  the 
higher  center  panel  are  the  only  embellish- 
ments besides  the  large  plate  glass  win- 
dows which  are  used  so  effectively  for  dis- 
play purposes.  Built-in  poster  cases  flank- 
ing the  entrance  and  a seemingly  integrat- 
ed boxoffice  enhance  the  front  even 
further. 

Inside  the  Comerford’s  lobby,  I would 
certainly  appreciate,  as  would  any  average 
patron,  the  forthright  spaciousness  and 
refined  application  of  further  program  ex- 
ploitation with  which  this  part  of  the 
theatre  is  graced.  Additional  built-in 
poster  display  cases  form  the  only  orna- 
mentation in  the  lobby  and  its  simple  dec- 
oration executed  in  gold  with  blue  trim  is 
most  attractive.  Lighting  here  is  indirect 
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and  ample  and  the  floor  of  inlaid  rubber 
is  most  efficient  and  easily  maintained. 

The  foyer,  too,  is  large  and  its  decora- 
tion and  luxurious  carpeting  treatment 
seem  to  emphasize  this  atmosphere  of  un- 
limited space  in  which  to  move  around, 
mingle  with  the  crowd  and  study  further 
program  display  media.  Gold  damask 
covers  the  walls  of  this  portion  of  the 
house  and  it  is  also  used  for  the  rear  wall 
of  the  auditorium.  Indirect  lighting  which 
dims  perceptibly  upon  approach  to  the 
auditorium  entrance  doors  is  provided 
from  unique  tubular  glass  ceiling  fixtures. 

Decorative,  but  highly  fimctional  furn- 
ishings such  as  rope  guide  railings,  mod- 
ern sand  urns,  plant  stands  and  ticket 
choppers  are  tastefully  selected  to  offer 
added  patron  convenience.  An  illuminat- 
ed mirror  and  fountain  provision  located 
beside  the  stairway  to  the  balcony  for  con- 
venience of  access  is  a patron  necessity 
which  was  not  overlooked  in  planning  of 
the  project. 

Auditorium  Amplifies  Interest 

The  new  Modern  French  style  of  archi- 
tecture and  decoration  in  the  auditorium, 
incidentally  a style  which  now  leads  the 
field  in  contemporary  interior  decoration, 
gives  stunning  effect  to  this  most  import- 
ant part  of  the  theatre.  Simplicity  and 
good  taste  are  instantly  recognizable  to 
patrons  in  lack  of  garish  colors  or  ginger- 
bread ornateness. 

Acoustical  treatment  in  the  auditorium 
is  unique.  The  rear  wall  is  covered  in 
damask  and  other  portions  utilize  acous- 
tical plaster.  The  ceiling  covered  in  sil- 
ver leaf  serves  as  a sounding  board.  How- 
ever, in  the  words  of  the  architect,  Mr. 
DeAngelis : “Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, sidewalls  of  the  auditorium  would 
have  application  of  some  acoustic  material 
for  sound  correctness.  In  this  theatre,  I 
designed  fluted  sidewalls  to  break  up  the 
sound  pockets  and  the  treatment  has 
worked  out  very  well.” 

These  fluted  cast  plaster  walls,  besides 
solving  the  acoustic  problem,  lend  them- 
selves particularly  well  to  the  Modern 
French  treatment  and  seem  to  blend  per- 
fectly with  the  attractive  proscenium 
treatment  of  the  auditorium.  Again  the 
color  scheme  of  gold,  silver  and  blue  pre- 
dominates and  the  effectively  curtained 
and  draped  screen  setting  serves  to  draw 


Spaciousness  and  smartness  of  fittings 
characterize  the  entrance  lobby  (left) 
and  the  foyer  (right)  of  the  new  Comer- 
ford  Theatre.  A color  scheme  of  gold, 
silver  and  blue  is  set  in  these  portions 
of  the  house  and  earried  out  effectively 
throughout  the  theatre. 

all  eyes  to  the  all-important  focal  point 
of  the  theatre. 

Chairs  with  the  new  push-back  seats 
provide  comfort,  beauty  and  ease  of  ac- 
cess and  still  have  a novelty  appeal  for 
patrons.  Air  conditioning,  provided  by  a 
scientifically  correct  refrigeration  system, 
is  draftlessly  and  noiselessly  distributed 
through  decorative  diffusers  in  the  ceiling 
of  the  auditorium.  These  two  comfort 
features  alone,  fine  seating  and  correct 
temperature  conditions,  would  have  a lot 
to  do  with  bringing  more  of  my  money 
into  the  till — and  Tm  no  different  from 
the  average  theatre  patron.  Perhaps  I’m 
less  critical  than  the  majority. 

Unsparingly  Equipped 
Nothing  was  spared  either  in  the  Com- 
erford’s  projection  and  sound  provisions. 
Its  modern  projection  room  contains 
everything  known  to  aid  in  putting  pic- 
tures on  the  screen  as  they  should  be.  As 
a matter  of  fact,  only  the  best  in  this 
phase  of  the  theatre’s  equipment  and  furn- 
ishing could  be  countenanced  by  patrons 
who  felt  satisfied  by  other  bids  for  their 
favor. 

The  new  Carlisle  Comerford  Theatre  is 
indeed  a critical  patron’s  idea  of  a proper 
place  of  entertainment.  It  was  planned 
so  and  shows  it  in  every  characteristic. 
It  wasn’t  built  to  harass  some  competitor 
nor  was  it  erected  as  the  cold  but  expen- 
sive monument  to  some  theatre  man’s 
pride  of  ownership.  Its  sole  purpose  is  to 
please  patrons  and  to  entice  their  sheckels 
across  the  deal  plate.  I believe  it  will — 
and  for  some  time  to  come. 


Pictures  are  as  important  as  ever.  But 
the  environment  and  manner  in  which 
you  show  them  are  equally  important  to- 
day. 


Mention  this  magazine  when  you  an- 
swer an  advertisement.  It  helps  our  manu- 
facturers check  results. 


COUP  DE  THEATRE 


Church  attendance  in  the  tiny  town  of 
Estill,  South  Carolina,  has  taken  a sudden 
jump,  the  result  of  a successful  move  by 
local  pastors  to  hold  services  in  the  new 
air  conditioned  theatre  on  “Main  Street.” 

Churchmen  in  the  vicinity  were  quick  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  offered 
by  the  installation  of  a Carrier  air  condi- 
tioning system  in  the  new  304-seat  thea- 
tre. Estill  is  said  to  be  the  smallest  town 
in  the  United  States  to  boast  a complete- 
ly air  conditioned  movie  house. 

Charles  Harper,  manager  of  the  theatre, 
immediately  agreed  to  offer  the  cool  audi- 
torium to  help  the  pastors  bolster  church 
attendance,  which  falls  off  alarmingly  dur- 
ing the  hot  summer  months.  Joint  services 
were  organized  and  publicized  in  church 
bulletins  throughout  the  community. 

Tlie  result  was  pleasing  not  only  to  the 
church-goers,  but  also  to  Manager  Harper. 
His  gesture  brought  people  into  the  thea- 
tre, familiarized  them  with  the  comfortable 
surroundings  and  sent  attendance  soaring 
for  his  week-day  shows. 


Publicize  your  house  improvements. 
You’ll  find  the  public  more  responsive  to 
this  sort  of  exploitation  than  you’d  im- 
agine— until  you’ve  tried  it. 

Modern  Version  of  an 
Axiomatic  Performance 

It  is  possible  for  the  theatre  owner  or 
builder  to  perform  the  axiomatic  task  of 
“killing  two  birds  with  one  stone.”  In  fact, 
he  can  go  that  old  saw  one  or  two  points 
better. 

With  certain  of  the  wood  fibre  materials 
for  theatre  interior  treatment  now  avail- 
able, insulation,  decoration  and  sound  cor- 
rection can  be  effectively  and  most  eco- 
nomically accomplished  in  a single  opera- 
tion. This  multi-effect  material  is  avail- 
able in  a wide  selection  of  surface  patterns 
and  shades  of  colorings  and  in  tile  block  or 
plank  form  for  ready  application  over  old 
walls  and  ceilings  without  expensive  struc- 
tural alterations. 
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By  Ansel  M.  Moore 


The  good  things  in  life  and  in  busi- 
ness too  are  given  to  us  directly  in 
proportion  to  the  effort  we  expend 
in  going  after  them.  That  is,  of  course, 
unless  we  happen  to  have  been  born  lucky 
and  with  the  proverbial  silver  spoon  in 
our  chops. 

Some  of  us  (and  we  mean  you,  too  ' go 
after  the  things  we  want  in  the  hard, 
old-fashioned  way — the  way  of  the  rugged 
individualist — with  little  concern  for  the 
cooperation  of  others;  or  for  that  matter, 
what  others  may  think  or  do.  But  under 
this  current  economic  set-up  of  ours,  suc- 
cess no  longer  so  fruitfully  attends  the 
rugged  individualist.  Yet  we  still  must 
admire  the  egomania  that  inspired  his 
heroic  single-handed  accomplishments  of 
the  past. 

Today  and  for  tomorrow,  we  believe  suc- 
cess in  business  will  come  to  all  of  us  in 
what  measure  we  are  inclined  to  cooper- 
ate with  others — even  our  competitors — 
in  an  objective  that  is  mutually  prolific  to 
all  concerned.  Service  to  the  consumer. 
The  Ultimate  Consumer 
To  you  theatre  owners,  the  public  is 
your  consumer.  The  manufacturer  of  ma- 
terials and  equipment  designed  for  your 
consumption  in  rendering  a service  to  the 
public  owes,  through  you.  an  allegiance  to 
every  human  being  that  may  sit  in  your 
theatre  with  intent  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 

H.  F.  Pettigrew  (left)  and  John  A. 
Worley,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  co-members 
of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning  In- 
stitute, cogitate  over  the  plans  for  an- 
other modern  theatre. 


your  efforts.  And  so  with  the  architect, 
who  may  design  your  theatre,  the  con- 
tractor who  may  erect  it,  the  dealer  who 
sells  and  services  its  physical  requirements. 
Every  man-jack  who  may  have  had  a thing 
to  do  with  your  project  should  in  his  own 
best  interest  be  a faithful  contributor  to 
the  common  cause — Public  Service. 

It’s  an  ideal,  of  course.  But  its  neither 
cock-eyed  nor  impossible  of  fulfillment  if 
even  the  minority  will  adopt  it  as  a pre- 
cept and  apply  it  with  as  much  interest 
and  fervor  as  is  usually  employed  in  the 
process  of  buying  and  selling  (often  mis- 
fit) merchandise  or  services  at  bottom 
level  prices. 

Our  editor,  a man  of  an  idealistic  turn 
of  mind,  but  gifted  with  foresight  and 
sufficient  and  varied  experience  in  thea- 
tre building  and  outfitting  to  lend  prac- 
ticability to  his  ideas,  started  something 
six  years  ago.  He  conceived  the  idea  of 
“consti-uctive  competition”  in  theatre 
equipment  trade  as  a definite  counterac- 
tant to  the  “cut-throat  competition”  that 
had  long  been  so  foolishly  fostered  at  the 
expense  of  all  participating  and  with  a 
definite  sacrifice  of  public  approval  in  the 
results  of  the  roundelay. 

Out  of  this  aforementioned  ideal  came 
such  expressions  as  “House  Appeal,”  “Pre- 
meditated Planning,”  “Public  Relations,” 
“Show'mandising.”  And  many  another  de- 
scriptive idiom  has  first  appeared  in  these 
columns.  But  the  real  core  of  the  idea  is 
expressed  in  a plan  of  action  that  had  its 
conception  and  first  introduction  with  the 
maiden  issue  of  The  Modern  Theatre  sec- 
tion, July  27,  1933. 

Boldly  affronting  the  pernicious  period 
of  property  deterioration  that  had  already 
practically  destroyed  the  market,  what 
with  the  depression  and  consequent  desul- 
tory condition  of  trade,  the  editor  formu- 
lated and  began  literally  to  force  upon  this 
industry  his  pet  prescription,  “The  Mod- 
ern Theatre  Remodeling  Institute.”  The 
designation  “Remodeling”  was  some  time 
later  changed  to  “Planning,”  but  the  aims 
and  objectives  and  the  modus  operandi  of 
the  plan  have  remained  intact. 

What  Inspired  It 

Until  now,  The  Modern  Theatre  Plan- 
ning Institute  has  carried  on  its  mission 
with  effect;  but  quietly  from  the  start  and 
without  the  fanfare  of  publicity  that  usu- 
ally attends  a plan  of  such  ambitious  pro- 
portions. By  the  evidence  of  practical  ac- 
complishment and  activating  influence 
it  now  seems  to  have  earned  the  publicity 
we  propose  to  give  it  here  and  now. 

But  before  entering  upon  a more  pre- 
cise description  of  the  Institute,  may  we 
devote  a paragraph  or  two  to  an  outline 
of  what  inspired  it?  We’ll  enumerate 


briefly:  (1)  The  disreputable  condition  of 
many  theatre  properties  in  the  wake  of 
the  depression;  (2)  the  outmoded  non- 
functional style  of  pre-war  theatre  archi- 
tecture; (3)  the  marked  decline  of  the 
movie-going  habit  as  the  novelty  of  talk- 
ing pictures  subsided;  (4)  the  observation 
of  keen  public  interest  in  and  approval  of 
things  modern  at  the  Century  of  Progress 
Exposition  in  Chicago;  (5)  the  obvious 
evolution  of  the  picture  show  from  an 
“odditorium”  into  a place  of  real  public 
utility,  and  (6)  the  crying  need  for  co- 
ordination in  the  planning  and  furnishing 
of  theatres. 

The  Modern  Theatre  Planning  Institute 
was  formed  as  a free  will  association  of 
parties  interested  in  improving  standards 
of  use  value  in  all  things  that  pertain  to 
the  design,  construction  and  outfitting  of 
theatres.  In  a nutshell,  it  was  designed 
to  help  the  theatre  operating  industry 
meet  its  obligation  to  a public  that  had 
grown  property  conscious  and  increasing- 
ly discriminative  in  its  demands  for  mod- 
ern theatre  buildings  that  would  provide 
more  interest,  more  comfort,  more  con- 
venience and  all  else  that  contributes  so 
materially  to  the  enjoyment  of  moving 
pictures. 

Parties  at  Interest 
To  accomplish  its  purpose,  a coalition  of 
mutual  interest  was  centered  in  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Institute,  which  includes  the 
following  classifications: 

1.  Theatre  owners,  managers,  oper- 
ating mechanics  and  maintenance 
men. 

2.  Theatre  architects,  construction 
engineers  and  decorative  designers. 

3.  Manufacturers  of  building  ma- 
terials and  equipment  for  theatre 
operation  and  maintenance. 

4.  Mechanical  engineers,  local  dis- 
tributors and  servicing  contractors. 

5.  The  editorial  and  management 
staffs  of  The  Modern  Theatre  section. 
Class  No.  1,  as  subscribers  to  Boxoffice 

are  entitled  freely  to  the  use  of  the  In- 
stitute as  a source  of  information  on  any 


Cover  Illustration 

The  simplicity  and  common  sense 
efficiency  of  modern  theatre  planning 
is  expressed  symbolically  in  this  semi- 
silhouetted  view  of  the  auditorium  in 
the  theatre  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment at  the  World’s  Fair  in  New 
York  City,  designed  by  Architect  H.  L. 
Cheney.  The  blacked  out  portion  of 
the  picture  lends  emphasis  to  the 
point  that  the  picture  setting  (the 
picture  and  its  frame)  must  always 
be  the  magnetized  center  of  attrac- 
tion in  the  auditorium.  All  else  must 
contribute  and  never  detract  from  this 
fundamental  planning  format  for  suc- 
cessful theatre  operation.  (Photo  by 
Molitor,  through  the  courtesy  of 
Anemostat  Corporation  of  America). 
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(See  page  50  for  complete  roster  of  members) 


product  involved  or  any  problem  pre- 
sented in  the  design,  construction,  out- 
fitting or  mechanical  operation  of  their 
theatres.  Their  inquiries  are  cleared  daily 
to  most  reliable  sources  of  information  and 
advice  through  the  services  of  the  Insti- 
tute. 

Class  No.  2,  embodying  affiliated  thea- 
tre architects,  members  of  the  Advisory 
Board,  experienced  construction  engineers 
and  decorative  designers  located  at  vant- 
age points  throughout  the  industry  are 
made  available  for  preliminary  advice  on 
the  planning  of  new  theatres  or  the  re- 
modeling of  old  structures  through  the  in- 
quiry clearance  features  of  the  Institute. 
Members  of  the  Advisory  Board  consult 
with  other  classifications  to  effect  a co- 
ordination of  elements  in  theatre  planning. 

Photographic  Introductions 

We  present  the  pictures  of  a number  of 
the  members  of  the  Architectural  Advisory 
Board  here.  Architects  are  quite  modest 
in  the  matter  of  publicity,  therefore  a 
number  of  them  declined  our  invitation  to 
submit  pictures  of  themselves  for  this 
presentation.  While  it  is  not  claimed  that 
these  men  are  the  only  ones  capable  of 
correctly  planning  and  supervising  the 
construction  of  theatres,  we  believe  that 
as  a group  they  typify  the  high  type  of 
architectural  talent  that  is  available  to 
theatre  owners  and  prospective  builders 
today. 

Class  No.  3,  the  manufacturers  as  spon- 
sors of  The  Modern  Theatre  section  by 
their  advertising  support  offer  to  all  other 
classifications  of  the  Institute  full  infor- 
mation concerning  the  commodities  they 
supply  together  with  directions  for  in- 
stallation, descriptions  of  use  values,  spe- 


cific advantages  and  other  details  both 
directly  and  through  the  facilities  of  the 
Inquiry  Clearance  services  of  The  Insti- 
tute. This  group  is  encouraged  to  co- 
operate closely  with  the  Advisory  Board 
to  insure  correct  application  of  materials 
and  equipment. 

Class  No.  4,  the  engineers  and  service 
men  act  as  text  contributors  and  general 
counsellors  on  matters  that  pertain  to 
their  particular  phases  of  work,  including 
air  conditioning,  lighting,  sanitation, 
seating,  projection  and  sound  reproduc- 
tion, acoustics  and  many  other  phases  of 
constructive  operation  and  maintenance. 
The  advisory  service  of  this  group  is  also 
at  the  immediate  disposal  of  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Institute. 

Class  No.  5.  The  function  of  this  publi- 
cation as  the  sponsoring  organ  of  The 
Planning  Institute  is  purely  that  of  a 
systematized  clearing  house  for  the  dis- 
semination of  useful  information  on  all 
subjects  and  to  assist  all  others  in  spread- 
ing the  gospel  of  House  Appeal.  It  acts  as 
a coordinator  of  constructive  effort  to 
create  a higher  regard  for  competency  and 
common  sense  values  in  the  negotiation 
of  building  and  equipment  contracts. 

All  accredited  members  and  patrons  of 
the  Institute  subscribe  to  the  principle 
that  functional  theatre  planning  is  the 
first  step  toward  the  successful  culmina- 
tion of  a sales  contract  by  which  the  in- 
terests of  the  purchaser  can  best  be  served 
and  all  recognize  their  responsibility  to 
the  ultimate  consumer — your  public.  By 
the  active  support  and  cooperation  of  all 
concerned,  the  ideal  of  the  Institute  is 
being  realized.  It  is  a concentration  of 
effort  in  a common  cause. 
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The  restoration  and  improvement  of 
old  theatre  properties  no  longer  pre- 
sents such  a problem  either  artisti- 
cally or  economically  as  it  did  but  a few 
years  ago.  Capable  planning  and  the 
present  availability  of  modern  materials  as 
well  as  a better  understanding  of  the  func- 
tions of  theatre  operation  have  effected  a 
great  change.  And  the  change  is  particu- 
larly favorable  to  the  owners  of  anti- 
quated small  theatres. 

A case  in  point  is  that  of  the  Dixwell 
Playhouse,  in  Hamden,  Connecticut,  a 
village  in  New  England,  an  old  theatre  re- 
built recently  under  the  planning  and  su- 
pervision of  Charles  Abramowitz,  New 
Haven  architect. 

The  Dixwell  Playhouse  has  come  a long 
way  from  the  original  400-seat  “picture 
show”  erected  on  the  site  some  25  years 
ago.  In  1926  the  present  owners,  Fish- 
man Theatres,  Inc.,  acquired  the  building 
and  remodeled  it,  enlarging  the  auditor- 


ium to  seat  750.  A fire  all  but  consumed 
the  house  last  year,  but  at  a cost  of  ap- 
proximately $150,000  the  owners  have  re- 
built the  remains  into  a 1,060-seat  modern 
house  which  is  distinctly  outstanding  in 
neighborhood  theatres  of  New  England. 

New  Idea  in  Fronts 
The  front  of  the  new  playhouse  is  of 
precast  reinforced  concrete  stone,  with 
marble  aggregates  and  pure  ceramics  for 
color  cast  in  slabs  of  100  square  feet  and 


two  inches  thick  and  applied  directly  to 
masonry  walls,  each  slab  being  inde- 
pendently supported.  This  is  a new  idea 
in  exterior  wall  decoration  of  a permanent 
nature.  The  exterior  entrance  doors  are 
of  satin-finished  aluminum  without  jambs, 
hinged  top  and  bottom,  thus  giving  maxi- 
mum openings. 

The  lobby  is  built  of  beige  structural 
glass  eight  feet  high  and  each  side  wall  is 
set  off  with  a 3 -sheet  picture  frame  of 
stainless  steel  centered  in  amber-colored 
mirror.  Above  the  glass  the  walls  are 
covered  with  imported  paper  of  modern 
design.  The  floor  is  of  3-toned  special  rub- 
ber matting  bordered  with  terrazzo.  The 
new  boxoffice  is  exceptionally  large  to  ac- 
commodate two  ticket  sellers  and  is  built 
of  the  same  material  as  the  theatre  front 
and  plate  glass,  crane  edged  to  give  full 
vision  at  all  angles.  Carpet  is  laid  on  heavy 
hair-felt  lining  to  give  a feeling  of  depth 
and  luxury.  The  standee  rail  is  built  of 


Two  views  of  the  auditorium  of  the 
Dixwell  Playhouse  looking  toward 
stage.  Above  is  shown  the  unique 
treatment  for  ceiling  effects  and  light- 
ing efficiency  of  the  auditorium.  Be- 
low, the  standee  rail  of  glass  blocks 
illuminated  and  exquisite  carpeting 
are  interest  features.  The  streamlined 
decorative  treatment,  saucer-shaped 
floor;  walls  and  ceiling  all  converging 
on  the  stage  are  also  points  of  special 
interest. 


glass  brick  and  its  arm  rest  is  finished  in 
solid  walnut. 

Flanking  the  entrance  lobby  are  ladies’ 
and  men’s  lounges  and  toilets,  all  color- 
tiled.  Wall  corners  adjacent  to  lobby 
doors  are  of  glass  brick,  giving  a pylon  ef- 
fect when  illuminated. 

The  auditorium  floor  was  designed  with 
a reverse  pitch  which  gives  a minimum  of 
picture  obstruction  and  at  the  same  time 
solves  the  problem  of  the  grade  to  the 
exit  doors  on  the  side  street.  Each  row 
has  its  own  pitch  increment  which  was 
carefully  laid  out.  The  ceiling  is  buUt  in 
four  separate  levels,  each  being  two  feet 
(Continued  on  page  53) 
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To  the  left:  a new  de- 
sign from  the  O.  C.  625 
series  of  Heywood  Stream- 
line Chairs.  Note  how 
aisle  light  has  been  clever- 
ly blended  into  the  design 
of  the  standard. 


Below:  one  of  three 
backs  available  on  the 
new  Heywood  low  priced 
chairs.  This  style  has 
a turned-over,  protective 
back  panel. 
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Theatre,  at  Kennedy  Street  near  4th  N.  W. 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  is  the  twenty-first 
Warner-operated  theatre  in  the  Nation’s 
Capitol.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  John 
J.  Payette,  general  zone  manager  of  the 
Washington  territory. 

The  Kennedy  marks  a distinct  depar- 
ture from  the  prevailing  streamlined  ef- 
fects used  in  contemporary  cinema  con- 
struction. It  is  of  Georgian  architecture. 
Colonial  “Yorktown”  brick  and  limestone 
trim  emphasize  the  Georgian  motif  on 
the  exterior  and  the  interior  of  the  thea- 
tre also  follows  the  Colonial  motif.  It  is 
featured  by  two  large  French  Adam  style 
windows,  one  on  either  side  of  the  stage, 
which  are  lighted  effectively  in  tones  of 
blue  and  old  rose. 

Likewise,  the  Colonial  motif  was  carried 
out  in  such  details  as  entrance  doors,  the 
boxoffice  and  in  poster  frames  which  are 
made  of  natural  finish  Tupela  wood.  The 
damask  inside  the  theatre  is  also  of  Co- 
lonial design.  Forest  green  and  autumn 
shades  are  the  prevailing  colors  carried 
out  in  carpets,  walls,  seats  and  draperies. 
The  only  touch  of  positive  modernism  in 
design  is  to  be  found  in  the  ladies’  and 
gentlemen’s  smoking  rooms. 

The  Kennedy  was  constructed  under 
the  supervision  of  A.  Julian  Brylawski, 

Colonial  “Yorktown”  brick  and  lime- 
stone trim  emphasize  the  Georgian 
style  of  the  exterior.  The  interior  of 
the  KeJinedy  also  follows  the  Colonial 
motif  hut  with  a definitely  observable 
trend  to  the  modern  in  equipment  and 
furnishings  for  utmost  comfort  and 
convenience.  (Photographs  courtesy 
Ideal  Seating  Co.) 


Territorial  traditions  and  native 
mannerisms  have  much  more  influ- 
ence on  the  style  of  theatre  archi- 
tecture than  a person  of  average  acquaint- 
ance with  picture  show  business  might  be- 
lieve. These  customs  of  inhabitation  and 
characteristics  of  folklore  that  have  been 
handed  down  through  the  ages  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  cannot  be  overlook- 
ed or  violated  in  the  planning  of  modern 
theatres. 

Such  inherent  customs  need  not  and, 
therefore,  should  not  be  desecrated  in  the 
design  of  a theatre  for  a given  locality 
where  folklore  or  even  quaint  fashion  is 
never  allowed  to  be  forgotten.  By  clever 
planning,  the  architect  may  reveal  the 
modern  in  functional  efficiency  and  fash- 
ionable form  without  necessarily  “flying 
in  the  face”  of  local  tradition.  It’s  a mat- 
ter of  ability  to  merge  the  modern  with 
the  memories  of  the  past. 

Glorious  Past  Preserved 
In  the  project  presented  here,  the  own- 
ers and  their  architect  quite  apparently 
recognized  both  an  opportunity  and  an 
obligation.  Certainly  the  Colonial  at- 
mosphere was  not  to  be  overlooked  in  a 
situation  such  as  this  where  the  country- 
side is  fairly  steeped  in  the  traditional  at- 
mosphere of  perukes  and  crinolines.  In 
this  case,  the  customs  were  kept  intact 
but  ingeniously  capitalized  in  the  modern 
manner.  An  instance  of  sagacious  thea- 
tre planning  is  the  result. 

The  Warner  Brothers’  new  Kennedy 


The  men’s  lounge  suggests  all  that  is  mod- 
ern and  functional  in  furnishings  with  a 
touch  of  the  Colonial  in  its  mural  treat- 
ment. Lamp  shades  in  the  form  of  drums 
and  calabash  pipes  as  lighting  fixture  em- 
bellishments, help  the  illusion. 

head  of  the  real  estate  department  of  War- 
ner Brothers  for  the  Washington  zone, 
and  Herman  Maier,  chief  of  construction. 
Designed  by  John  Eberson,  of  New  York, 
the  theatre  was  built  by  Harris  Shapero 
of  Washington,  v/ith  actual  construction 
done  by  the  Mohler  Construction  Co.  It 
is  operated  by  Warner  Brothers  under  a 
long  term  lease. 

Modernity  Asserts  Itself 

The  new  theatre  was  constructed  on  a 
lot  90  by  150  feet  in  dimensions.  There 
is  ample  space  for  car  parking  in  the  rear. 
The  Kennedy  has  968  seats  on  one  floor, 
spaced  35  inches  back  to  back,  and  here 
again  the  modern  motif  asserts  itself  in  a 
positive  manner.  The  chairs  have  metal 
backs  with  seats  of  box-spring  construc- 
tion for  body  comfort  undreamed  of  in 
Colonial  days.  Both  seats  and  backs  are 
upholstered  in  a pleasing  tone  of  blue 
mohair.  The  aisle  standards  of  modern 
streamline  design  are  finished  in  blue  with 
a cream  color  high-lighting  the  raised 
portion  of  the  design.  Built-in  aisle  light 
louvres  are  finished  in  silver.  Blonde  ash 
wood  arm  rests  set  the  color  combination 
off  to  advantage. 

Both  seating  and  carpets  in  the  Ken- 
nedy are  combined  with  a distinct  novelty 
development  in  lighting  to  produce  what 
might  be  called  an  ultra-modern  effect. 
The  aisles  are  covered  with  carpet  of 
complimentary  pattern  and  colors,  the 
fabric  of  which  was  impregnated  with  a 
special  fluorescent  compound.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  low  light  levels  in  the 
auditorium  during  the  projection  period, 
two  2 1/2 -watt  argon  glow  lamps  in  each 
of  the  specially  designed  aisle  lights  serve 
to  activate  the  luminescence  of  the  car- 
pets. An  unusual  effect  is  thus  produced 
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and  the  practical  functions  of  aisle  light- 
ing are  adequately  served. 

The  Kennedy  is  completely  air  condi- 
tioned with  a system  of  latest  type.  Pro- 
jection and  sound  include  the  newest  de- 
velopments of  leading  manufacturers.  In 
fact,  all  mechanical  equipment  used 
throughout  the  theatre  is  of  the  modern 
efficiency  type.  Thus  the  operating  es- 
sentials of  the  truly  modern  picture  thea- 
tre are  most  ingeniously  combined  with 
the  atmosphere  of  the  past.  And  it’s  a 
happy,  hospitable  combination  to  say  the 
least. 


RIDDLE 


The  Modern  Theatre 
section  of  Boxoffice 
welcomes  to  these 
columns  a new  con- 
tributor, W.  D.  Riddle, 
Nela  Park  Specialist 
in  theatre  lighting, 
whose  first  article  ap- 
peared in  the  July 
22nd  issue.  He  will 
contribute  further  in- 
teresting articles  on 
theatre  lighting  prac- 
tice in  forthcoming  issues. 

Graduating  from  Ohio  State  School  of 
Architecture  in  1927,  Mr.  Riddle  took  a 
year’s  post  graduate  work  at  Columbia, 
spent  several  months  abroad  studying 
European  architecture  and  became  suc- 
cessively associated  with  prominent  New 
York  and  Cleveland  architectural  firms. 

In  1933  he  came  to  Nela  Park  to  design 
the  General  Electric  Institute  and  at  the 
completion  of  this  work  became  associated 
with  the  Engineering  Department  and 
specialized  in  store  and  display  lighting. 

When  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition  was 
undertaken,  Mr.  Riddle  was  invited  by 
the  Exposition  management  to  advise  the 
Exposition  architects  and  builders  in  the 
design  of  lighting  for  outdoor  areas  and 
buildings.  Many  of  the  outstanding  light- 
ing features  that  were  found  at  the  Ex- 
position were  a tribute  to  Mr.  Riddle’s 
knowledge  of  architecture  and  his  crea- 
tive talent,  which  will  now  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  our  readers  as  well  as  all  mem- 
bers of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute. — Editor. 


In  the  Crestwood  process  only  light- colored  wools  can 
be  used.  Light-colored  wools  make  it  possible  to  use 
light-colored  dyes  thus  enabling  us  to  achieve  both  the 
subtle  shadings  and  the  strong  contrasts  which  contribute 
to  much  of  Grestwood’s  beauty.  Furthermore,  light- 
colored  wools  are  better  wools  . . . stronger,  more  dura- 
ble, more  resilient,  better  looking. 


Photo  Frames  of  Metal 
Gaining  in  Popularity 

A substantial  increase  in  orders  for  all- 
metal  chrome  steel  photo  and  poster 
frames  during  the  summer  is  reported  by 
R.  E.  DePrates,  of  the  De-Pi  Manufac- 
turing Company,  indicating  the  eventual 
entire  replacement  of  the  less  permanent 
and  perishable  types  of  display  frames  for 
theatres. 

Chromium  plated,  all-metal  frames  have 
much  to  commend  them.  Primarily  they 
lend  a modern  touch  to  the  theatre  en- 
trance and  lobby.  The  new  style  stock 
frames  now  available  are  easily  fastened 
to  panels  or  walls  of  any  type  construc- 
tion; they  are  economical  in  first  cost  and 
will  last  indefinitely. 


For  better  looks  and  better  wear,  specify 

ALEXANDER  SMITH 

Crestwood  Carpet 

Alexander  Smith  & Sons,  295  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
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Successive  Steps  in 

Maintenance  of  Floors 

There  are  three  different  steps  sug- 
gested for  proper  care  of  hard-surfaced 
floors,  such  as  linoleum,  wood,  concrete, 
hard  mastic,  etc.  The  first  step  is  to 
clean  the  surface  thoroughly,  removing  all 
dirt  and  foreign  substance. 

The  second  step  in  floor  maintenance  is 
the  sealing  of  floors,  as  floor  surfaces  are 
porous  to  a certain  degree.  Unless  the 
pores  are  sealed,  dirt  and  moisture  will 
settle  in  them  and  under  the  pressure  of 
traffic  this  dirt  will  be  ground  in,  shorten- 
ing the  life  of  the  surface  and  marring  its 
appearance. 

The  third  step  in  proper  floor  mainten- 


ance is  the  application  of  a finishing  coat. 
Wax  is  the  approved  floor  finish  for  most 
types  of  floors,  as  a waxed  surface  does 
not  hold  the  dirt  and  can  be  easily  and 
thoroughly  cleaned.  A waxed  floor  sur- 
face is  easily  renewed  and  the  finish  coat 
will  take  the  brunt  of  traffic  and  wear 
so  that  the  floor  itself  may  help  be  pre- 
served. 

In  other  words,  all  types  of  floors  are 
best  maintained  by  the  clean-seal-wax 
method,  with  the  following  exceptions; 
Rubber  tile  and  rubberoid,  soft  asphalt 
composition,  faience  and  slate.  On  these 
floors,  the  sealing  process  should  be 
omitted. 


This  IRWIN 
Chair  is  as 
Attractive 
as  it  is  - 


Imagine  the  beauty  of  artistically  fashioned  grilles  sil- 
houetted against  colors  that  range  from  flame  red, 
blue,  green  or  any  other  that  harmonizes  best  with 
your  interior  decorations — brilliant  when  the  theatre  is 
illuminated,  suffused  to  the  softest  glow  during  show- 
ings. Strikingly  attractive  effects  are  provided  through 
this  exclusive  IRWIN  feature.  For  adding  color  and 
distinctiveness  to  your  theatre  interior  as  well  as  sup- 
plying supreme  seating  comfort,  you  will  go  a long 
way  to  match  the  possibilities  which  this  chair  affords. 
See  it  at  the  nearest  National  Theatre  Supply  Com- 
pany showroom  or  write  for  colored  illustrations  and 
complete  details. 


Distributed  by  NATIONAL  THEATRE 
SUPPLY  COMPANY 

Offices  in  all  Principal  Cities 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 


Advisory  Board 

The  PTvANNING  INSTITUTE  is  conduct- 
ed in  collaboration  with  the  following  thea- 
tre architects,  structural  designers  and  en- 
gineers, who  have  agreed  to  act  as  technical 
advisers  to  the  Institute  and  editorial  text 
contributors  to  THE  MODERN  THEATRE 
from  their  respective  localities. 

Charles  N.  Agree, 

Detroit,  Michigan. 

Samuel  C.  Allen, 

Saginaw,  Michigan. 

Clifiord  A.  Balch, 

Ivos  Angeles,  Calif. 

Bruce  F.  Barnes, 

St.  l,ouis.  Mo. 

Arnold  E.  Baschen  & Assoc., 
Ilaniiihal,  3Io. 

Boy  A.  Benjamin, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Bennett  & Straight, 

Dearborn,  Mich, 
r,  II.  Buell  & Co., 

Denver,  (lolo. 

Corgan  & Moore, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Michael  J.  DeAngelis 
New  York,  N.  Y, 

Eugene  DeRosa, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Erwin  (1.  Fredrick, 

Chicago,  HI. 

Will.  I.  Hohauser,  Inc., 

New  York,  N. 

Donn  llougen, 

W isconsin  Rapids,  Wis. 

Houston  Si  Smith, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

.Mark  I).  Kalischer, 

Chicago,  III. 

Clarence  Kivett, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

S.  Charles  Bee, 

I.os  Angeles,  Calif. 

Edward  Paul  Bewiii, 

Chicago,  III. 

IJel>enl>erg  & Kaplan, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

MacKie  & Kamrath, 

Houston,  Tex. 

Marr  & Holman, 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Pereira  & Pereira, 

Chicago,  111. 

Pettigrew  & Worley, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

H.  A.  Raapke, 

Omaha,  Neb. 

C.  W.  & Geo.  L.  Rapp,  Inc., 

Chicago,  111. 

Victor  A.  Riganiount, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Eliasoph  & Greensjuion, 

Montreal,  Que.,  Canada 
Spillman  & Spillman, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

O.  W.  Stiegemeyer, 

St.  IvOiiis,  Mo. 

Erie  G.  Stillwell,  Inc., 

Hendersonville,  N.  C. 

David  Supowitz, 

Phila<1elphia,  Pa. 

Wetherell  & Harrison, 

Des  Moines,  la. 

NOTE:  The  Institute  does  not  undertake 
the  practical  functions  of  an  architect  or 
designer.  Its  service  is  intended  mcrel.v 
to  place  our  readers  in  touch  with  reliable 
local  sources  of  preliminary  information 
and  advice  on  theatre  planning  and  struc- 
tural problems.  liuiuiries  pertaining  to 
Architectural  Service  will  be  relayed  to  the 
nearest  member  of  the  advisory  board. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


LITERATURE 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive  liter- 
ature with  The  Modern  Theatre  Informa- 
tion Bureau.  Readers  who  may  wish  copies 
of  such  literature  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modern  Thea- 
tre, 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Ace  Sign  Letter  Company,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  files  descriptive  literature  on  a 
new  line  of  silhouette  letters  available  in 
various  sizes  and  a mounting  unit  with 
which  they  are  to  be  used.  The  folders 
describe  and  show  construction  details  of 
the  new  letter  layout. 

Carrier  Corporation,  of  Syracuse,  New 
York,  submits  its  new  1939-1940  condensed 
catalogue  of  air  conditioning,  refrigeration 
and  heating  equipment.  The  booklet  con- 
tains information  on  application,  opera- 
tion, installation,  dimensions,  capacities 
and  other  specifications,  as  well  as  rating 
charts  and  a cross-index  for  ready  refer- 
ence. A new  folder  on  gas- fired  unit 
heaters  is  also  offered  by  this  company. 

Celotex  Corporation,  of  Chicago,  Illinois, 
presents  an  attractive  and  profusely  illus- 
trated booklet  titled  “Celotex  at  the  Fair,” 
describing  application  of  the  company’s 
products  in  the  World’s  Fair  Celotex  House 
as  well  as  in  other  buildings  and  exhibits 
at  the  New  York  fair. 

Marley  Compaiiy,  of  Kansas  City,  Kan- 
sas, offers  descriptive  literature  on  its  line 
of  all-steel  water  cooling  units  and  air 
washing  spray  nozzles.  A free  sample  of 
a non-clog  spray  nozzle  is  also  available 
upon  request. 

McCormick  & Company,  Inc.,  of  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  submits  a folder  on  Bee 
Brand  household  disinfectant  and  deodo- 
rant, giving  instructions  for  use,  applica- 
tions and  advantages.  The  new  product 
is  said  to  be  p'^.rticularly  applicable  to 
theatre  use. 

Modern  Theatre  Supply  Company,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  presents  a de- 
scriptive folder  on  interior  lighting  fix- 
tures, covering  sidewall,  ceiling  and  exit 
fixtures  and  presenting  new  ideas  and 
methods  in  interior  theatre  lighting.  Prices 
are  also  given. 

Smally  Products,  Inc.,  of  Canton,  Ohio, 
offers  a catalogue  on  Climax  Sparkle-Lite 
Reflectors.  The  new  reflector  units,  of- 
fering brilliant  color  effects  for  marquees, 
signs  and  running  borders,  are  described 
and  pictured,  and  their  economy  advant- 
ages are  outlined  as  well. 

Universal  Stamping  & Manufacturing 
Company,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  submits  a 
complete  descriptive  circular  and  price  list 
on  the  Coinometer,  a modern  change- 
maker  for  theatre  boxoffices. 

Notice:  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or  main- 
tenance are  invited  to  file  latest  copies  of 
their  catalogues  or  descriptive  literature 
with  The  Modern  Theatre  Information  Bu- 
reau.— The  Editor. 


Pattern  .30816 


MOHAWKS 'HEIP  YOU 
PUT  ON  THE  DOO 

Movies  make  American  styles.  Movie  thea- 
ters . . . cathedrals  of  Shangri  La  to  millions 
of  movie-goers  . . . call  for  glamour,  too. 

Nothing  adds  that  magic  touch  of  style  as 
surely  as  Mohawk  Theater  Carpets.  Mohawks 
are  colorful  to  eyes  tired  of  everyday  drab- 
ness. Mohawks  are  soft  to  cushion  and  hush 
your  patrons’  feet.  Mohawks  are  part  of  the 
show  in  the  world  famous  Roxy  and  in  neigh- 
borhood houses  up  and  down  and  across  the 
U.  S.  scene.  Mohawks  are  the  treasurer’s 
triumph,  too — their  woven-in  strength  lasts 
through  continuous  performances  and  keeps 
the  upkeep  down.  See  Mohawks — especially 
Rialto,  Scotia  or  the  Broadway  Group. 

Write  for  your  free  copy  of  Mohawk’s  new 
illustrated  hook  — "Those  Who  Know” 


MOHAWK  CARPET  MILLS,  INC.,  AMSTERDAM,  N.Y. 
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At  the  Half-Way  Point  of  a 
$250,000  Modernizing 
Plan 

(Continued  from  page  41) 

Dickinson’s  interior  decorator.  New  mod- 
ern chrome  furniture,  settees  and  chairs, 
as  well  as  mirrors,  smoking  stands  and 
new  carpeting  were  placed  in  the  mezza- 
nine section. 

New  Use  for  Glass  Blocks 
The  Booth’s  new  V-shaped  marquee  em- 
ploys glass  blocks  in  an  unusual  manner 
on  the  front  “nose.”  A disc  of  4-colored 
neon  revolves  at  about  50  r.p.m.  behind 


the  blocks  to  create  the  effect  of  a water- 
fall. This  is  said  to  be  the  first  instance 
in  which  glass  blocks  have  been  used  in  a 
marquee. 

Rose-colored  flexible  board  with  special- 
ly designed  chrome  stripping  forms  the 
marquee  and  the  ceiling  is  stripped  every 
two  feet  to  set  off  pastel  panels  of  differ- 
ent colors.  The  entire  face  of  the  mar- 
quee is  rose-colored  and  the  same  light- 
ing arrangement  is  used  as  at  the  Hia- 
watha, with  a letter  run  of  72  feet.  For- 
merly the  upright  was  at  the  corner  a few 
doors  away  but  this  was  replaced  by  a 
new  sign  directly  above  the  center  of  the 
marquee. 

At  Parsons,  the  Kansan,  an  “A”  house. 


How  to  give  enclosed  type  signs 
added  color  brightness 


Lutninoits  letters — Col- 
ored fluorescent  lamps  en- 
hance this  type  of  sign 
with  raised  opal  glass,  or 
flat  glass  letters. 


Diffusing  face  letters — 
with  lluorescent  lamps, 
letters  illuminated  in  fash- 
ion similar  to  luminous 
elements  giving  a smooth 
finished  appearance. 


The  neu'  G-E  Fluorescent  Mazda 
lamps  come  in  18,  24,  36,  and  48" 
lengths  and  in  several  u'aitages. 


Silhouette  letters  — 
Opal  or  flashed  opal  back- 
grounds with  opaque 
changeahle  or  applied  let- 
ters are  effective  with 
fluorescent  lighting. 


W edge  sign  — A simple 
sign  with  faces  aj)proxi- 
niately  20°  to  each  other 
illuminated  hy  fluorescent 
lamps  in  a polished  para- 
bolic trough. 


General  Electric  Fluorescent  Mazda 
lamps  afford  theatre  men  a new  means 
to  increase  the  advertising  effectiveness  of 
enclosed  type  signs.  These  new'  lamps, 
available  in  gold,  pink,  blue,  green,  red, 
white,  and  daylight,  give  several  times 
more  light  than  incandescent  lamps  of  the 
same  wattage  and  color.  And  they  offer 
added  color  brightness  which  these  signs 
have  so  often  lacked. 

Tubular  in  shape,  they  simplify  the  design 
problem  so  far  as  smoothness  and  even  il- 
lumination along  the  lines  of  letters  are  con- 
cerned. Then,  too,  it  is  easy  to  change  the 
color  from  time  to  time  simply  by  inter- 
changing the  colored  lamps. 

Vi  rite  to  General  Electric  Company,  Dept. 
166-BO-H,  Nela  Park,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for 
a helpful,  free  folder,  "Transmitted  Light 
Signs”,  containing  valuable  information  and 
sketches  illustrating  the  use  of  G-E  Fluores- 
cent Mazda  lamps  in  enclosed  type  signs. 


G-£  MAZDA  LAMPS 

GENERAL  ® ELECTRIC 


and  the  Uptown,  “B”  unit  are  but  25  feet 
apart.  The  Kansan’s  upholstered  seats 
were  moved  into  the  Uptown,  where  also 
new  carpets,  draperies,  screen,  sound  sys- 
tem, boxoffice,  foyer  and  display  boards 
were  installed.  Two  rest  rooms  instead 
of  the  former  one  were  provided  and  an 
air  conditioning  system,  which  the  houses 
did  not  have  before,  was  installed.  Doors 
into  the  foyer  were  rebuilt  and  enlarged 
as  in  other  projects  and  they  are  now 
equipped  with  chrome  hardware,  door  stops 
and  kickplates.  The  old  floor  of  the  Up- 
town was  removed  and  greater  pitch  was 
given  the  new  one. 

Opera  Atmosphere  Removed 

The  old  “opera  boxes”  in  the  Kansan, 
plaster  of  paris  decorations,  ornate  posts 
and  center  aisles  were  removed.  A pros- 
cenium arch  was  created  and  its  design 
is  stencilled  in  gold  leaf.  This  theatre 
now  has  a new  ceiling  and  roof,  new  light- 
ing fixtures  and  wiring,  new  seating,  fur- 
niture, carpets,  a new  foyer  with  Venetian 
blinds  and  louvre  arrangement,  new  drape- 
ries, decoration,  sound  system,  lenses,  a 
new  and  enlarged  screen  and  a cooling 
system  similar  to  the  one  in  Independence. 
The  Kansan’s  new  front  is  of  white  stucco. 

At  the  Osawa,  in  Osawatomie,  Kans., 
the  new  11  by  14  display  boards  on  the 
front  turn  without  a break  to  meet  the 
40  by  60’s  on  the  inside.  This  theatre 
also  has  a new  V-shaped  marquee  and  its 
boxoffice  was  set  back.  New  seating,  car- 
pets, screen,  lighting  fixtures,  sound 
equipment  and  cooling  system  were  also 
provided.  A 20-foot  lobby  was  included  in 
the  remodeled  house  and  the  width  of  the 
foyer  was  increased  from  six  to  nine  feet 
by  elimination  of  one  stairway  to  the  bal- 
cony. A ladies’  powder  room  equipped 
with  modern  furniture  has  also  been 
added. 

Currently  at  work  or  planned  for  an 
early  start  are  the  Dickinson  Theatre,  at 
Junction  City,  Kans.,  to  encompass  a new 
cooling  .system,  marquee  and  seating;  the 
Carleton,  at  Manhattan,  Kansas,  to  in- 
clude a well  for  a new  cooling  system;  and 
the  Fayette,  in  Fayette,  Mo.,  which  will 
be  completely  remodeled.  A new  air  con- 
ditioning system  was  just  recently  in- 
stalled in  the  latter  house. 

A complete  remodeling  is  also  planned 
for  the  Rio  Grand,  at  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  and 
the  Kiva,  at  Slater,  will  be  remodeled,  re- 
seated and  air  conditioned.  A new  sta- 
dium type,  600-seat  house,  to  cost  approxi- 
mately $30,000  is  planned  to  replace  the 
Dickinson  Theatre,  in  Paola,  Kans.  In 
Fredonia,  Kans.,  the  Whiteway  will  be 
completely  remodeled,  reseated  and  air 
conditioned  at  a cost  of  about  $20,000. 

The  Booth  and  Paramount,  in  Nebraska 
City,  Neb.,  and  the  Booth  and  Auburn,  in 
Auburn,  Neb.,  are  now  being  readied  for 
complete  modernization  and  re-equipment. 
At  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  a new  cooling  system, 
screen  and  sound  system  are  contemplated. 
Cost  of  jobs  so  far  completed  have  run 
approximately  as  follows:  Kansan,  $20,000; 
Uptown,  $10,000;  Chief,  $18,000;  Booth, 
$20,000,  and  Osawa,  $12,000. 


You  may  get  ’em  in  with  dishes  and 
other  give-away  doodads,  but  a few  dol- 
lars spent  for  House  Appeal  will  do  your 
boxoffice  more  good  in  the  long  run. 
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How  Competent  Planning 
Recreated  an  Old  Timer 


(Continued  from  page  46) 


lower  than  the  next,  and  shaped  into  a 
series  of  arches  based  in  true  geometric 
patterns  and  all  terminating  at  the  arched 
proscenium.  The  ceiling  is  suspended  and 
metal  lathed  and  plastered  in  a textured 
sand  finish  painted  in  bronze. 

Comfort  Carefully  Conceived 

Walls  of  the  auditorium  are  of  acoustic 
plaster  of  various  thicknesses  in  a natural 
brown  suede  color.  Five  horizontal  bands 
painted  aluminum  give  a streamlined  ef- 
fect. The  dado  under  the  acoustic  plas- 
ter about  eight  feet  high  is  painted  plas- 
ter. The  walls  curve  in  toward  the 
proscenium  arch  which  is  flanked  by  wide 
reeded  plaster  pylons.  Seating  of  the 
spring  cushion  type  is  in  soft  rose  color 
and  tilted  to  give  proper  lounging  comfort. 

Structurally,  the  house  is  fireproof  with 
floors  of  reinforced  concrete  throughout 
and  walls  of  brick  and  partitions  of  gyp- 
sum block.  The  roof  is  of  shallow  steel 
trusses  placed  six  feet  on  centers  which 
distribute  the  loads  uniformly  over  the 
walls  and  solve  the  problem  of  suspending 
the  arched  ceiling  at  the  various  levels. 
The  trusses  are  covered  with  copper  bear- 
ing steel  deck  and  insulated  with  one-inch 
insulating  board  and  waterproofed  with  4- 
ply  roofing. 

The  lighting  was  planned  to  create  ef- 
fects by  either  indirect  or  concealed  means, 
eliminating  elaborate  fixtures.  The  lobby 
has  indirect  lighting  reflected  from  two 
hemispherical  plastered  surfaces  glazed 
with  aluminum,  while  the  ceiling  in  the 
standee  room  contains  a long  trough  of 
indirect  lighting  which  is  reflected  from 
a semi-circular  trough  of  plaster  painted 
white.  The  standee  rail  contains  lumi- 
line  strip-lighting  in  back  of  the  glass 
bricks.  All  lighting  is  in  three  colors  of 
white,  amber  and  blue.  The  auditorium 
ceiling  has  each  level  equipped  with  con- 
cealed lighting,  amber  colored  to  entirely 
light  the  arch-shaped  ceiling.  A unique 
feature  is  the  lighting  of  the  outer  aisles 
by  concealed  light  troughs  placed  in  the 
walls. 

The  projection  room  is  now  modern  in 
every  respect,  exceptionally  large,  and 
contains  two  steel  windows  directly  to  the 
exterior  besides  an  operators’  laboratory 
and  separate  generator  room. 

Planned  for  Projection 

The  projection  and  sound  equipment 
are  of  the  latest  type.  A feature  newly 
introduced  in  this  theatre  is  a safety  con- 
trol switch  which  when  operated  will 
automatically  cut  off  the  air  conditioning 
equipment  and  the  projection  room  equip- 
ment, put  on  all  house  lights  and  start  the 
exhaust  fan  in  the  projection  room.  This 
idea  eliminates  any  serious  reactions  from 
any  emergency  which  might  occur. 

Many  new  features  were  also  incor- 
porated in  the  year-round  air  conditioning 
system.  The  temperature  is  controlled  by 
a new  horizontal  type  thermostat  which 
will  position  a steam  valve  in  any  one  of 
300  definite  positions,  thus  giving  con- 


trol of  temperature  within  1/10  of  a de- 
gree. Total  refrigeration  tonnage  equals 
70  tons,  of  which  45  are  obtained  from  a 
compressor  and  the  rest  from  pre-cooling 
with  well  water  at  51  degrees. 

Hard-of-hearing  earphones  are  pro- 
vided in  14  stations  throughout  the  thea- 
tre auditorium  for  the  accommodation  of 
deafened  patrons.  Free  parking  space  at 
the  rear  of  the  theatre  is  another  patron- 
age convenience  which  was  arranged  for 
the  remodeled  house. 

The  new  Dixwell  Playhouse  is  a fitting 
example  of  competent  theatre  planning  as 
it  should  be  applied  more  generously  in 
the  interest  of  better  times  for  the  moving 
picture  business. 


Feature  glamour  on  your  walls  and  ceil- 
ings as  well  as  on  your  screen! 

Weatherwood*  Blendtex,  a unique 
wood  fiber  material  in  soft,  pastel 
blended  colors,  builds,  insulates,  dec- 
orates and  makes  hearing  easier  in  one 
fast,  easy  operation  and  at  a cost  that 
will  simply  amaze  you! 

This  picture  gives  you  an  idea  of  the 


We  know  a theatre  man  who  wouldn’t 
modernize.  His  creditors  turned  the  place 
into  a mortuary  with  but  very  few  simple 
alterations. 


Poor  projection  exacts  a painfui  penalty 
at  the  boxoffice.  Patrons  will  put  up  with 
it  just  so  long.  Then  look  out. 


A lot  of  the  vacationers  will  be  coming 
back  soon.  Get  ready  to  greet  them  with 
a new  set  of  scenery.  They’ll  go  for  it. 


Don’t  allow  yourself  to  be  kidded  about 
the  year  ’round  need  for  air  condition- 
ing. You’ll  need  it  this  winter,  too. 


fascinating,  lasting  texture  of  Blendtex. 
But  you’ll  actually  have  to  see  its  rich 
tones  to  appreciate  its  beauty  and  to 
appreciate  the  unlimited  design  possi- 
bilities that  its  many  sizes  of  board,  tile 
and  plank  make  possible. 

Ask  your  USG  Dealer  how  Blendtex 
will  work  for  you.  Mail  the  coupon  for 
a free  photo  book.  ^Registered  Trade-Mark 


WEATHERWOOD 

BLENDTEX 

Product  of  UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  COMPANY 

pnMHM  UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  COMPANY,  300  W.  Adams  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  MT-s  ia 

I H Please  send  me  free  Blendtex  photo  book. 

Name Add  


Lesson  in  Glamour  for  Walls  and  Ceilings 
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CLEVELAND  GETS  1940  AIR  CONDITIONING  SHOW 


The  Sixth  International  Heating  and 
Ventilating  Exposition,  to  be  held  in 
Cleveland,  January  22  to  26,  1940, 
will  be  representative  of  all  branches  of 
the  industry,  judging  by  the  types  of  com- 
panies who  have  already  reserved  space. 
A total  of  230  companies  have  engaged 
over  two-thirds  of  the  available  exhibit 
space. 

The  Exposition  will  be  held  in  Lakeside 
Hall,  a part  of  the  Civic  Center  in  Cleve- 
land, under  the  auspices  of  American  So- 


ciety of  Heating  and  Ventilating  Engineers. 
This  comparatively  new  building  is  con- 
veniently situated  and  offers  modern 
facilities  adapted  to  exhibit  requirements. 

Two  additional  members  have  just  been 
appointed  to  the  Exposition  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, of  which  J.  P.  Mclntire  is  chair- 
man. The  new  members  include  E.  C. 
Webb,  Stoker  Manufacturers  Association, 
and  C.  Merrill  Barber,  American  Institute 
of  Architects. 

Scientific  aspects  of  combustion  in  all 


its  phases  will  be  presented  at  this  Ex- 
position. Combustion  will  be  considered  in 
terms  of  function,  apparatus  and  fuels, 
the  latter  including  oil,  gas  and  coal. 
Equipment  and  accessories  in  this  section 
include  furnaces,  burners,  grates,  stokers, 
refractories,  boilers,  gauges,  etc.  The  re- 
lated field  of  steam  and  hydraulic  equip- 
ment will  be  represented  by  traps,  driers, 
feeders,  piping,  hangers,  fittings,  heaters, 
pumps,  valves,  thermal  insulation  and  ex- 
pansion joints. 

Central  heating  will  be  represented  by 
exhibits  of  apparatus  and  materials  de- 
signed to  provide  economical  heating  and 
humidification  for  building  areas  of  every 
type.  Exhibits  of  refrigerating  equipment 
in  its  relation  to  air  conditioning  will  in- 
clude compressors,  condensers,  cooling 
coils,  circulating  pumps  and  refrigerants. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  sections  of 
the  Sixth  International  Heating  and  Venti- 
lating Exposition  will  be  devoted  to  ma- 
chines and  equipment  used  in  the  handling 
of  air.  Any  project  involving  the  cooling, 
heating,  drying,  moistening,  cleaning  or 
transfer  of  volumes  of  air  requires  an  as- 
sortment of  ingenious  devices,  all  of  which 
will  be  on  display.  Included  are  fans, 
blowers,  exhausters,  humidification  sys- 
tems, filters,  ducts  and  cooling  towers.  Re- 
lated to  this  field  are  such  important  items 
as  unit  heaters,  unit  coolers,  ventilators, 
registers  and  grilles. 

Rapid  advance  in  the  air  conditioning 
of  public  buildings  and  commercial  estab- 
lishments now  has  its  parallel  in  offices 
and  homes.  Engineering  improvements 
and  demonstrated  operating  economies  in 
room-unit  air  conditioners  have  a bearing 
on  this  trend.  The  room-unit  conditioner 
offers  the  conservative  householder  an  op- 
portunity to  convince  himself  gradually 
and  in  terms  of  minimum  investment. 
Then,  too,  the  large  central  systems  have 
become  more  convincing  as  they  have  de- 
veloped complete  arrangements  to  handle 
year-round  weather  conditions.  Through 
this  amalgamation  of  interest,  sales  of 
summer  air  conditioning  equipment  will 
profit  by  a developed  relationship  to  win- 
ter heating  equipment  which  is  more  fa- 
:]  miliar  to  most. 

j Previous  Heating  and  Ventilating-Air 
I Conditioning  Expositions  have  been  held 

in  Philadelphia  in  1930,  Cleveland  in  1932, 
New  York  in  1934,  Chicago  in  1936,  and 
in  New  York  in  1938. 

Management  of  the  Exposition  and  all 
• details  of  exhibit  arrangement  and  leas- 
' ing  will  be  in  charge  of  the  International 
i Exposition  Company,  Grand  Central  Pal- 
ace, New  York.  The  Exposition  will  be 
under  the  personal  direction  of  Charles  F. 
Roth,  similarly  responsible  for  each  of  the 
earlier  expositions. 

Bar  Soap  Is  Taboo  in 

The  Better  Washrooms 

The  general  public  has  been  educated  to 
know  that  the  use  of  cake  soap  in  public 
washrooms  can  be  unsanitary.  With  their 
growth  in  “health  consciousness,”  they 
realize  that  liquid  soap,  properly  dispensed, 
is  ideally  sanitary  and  an  aid  to  the  pro- 
tection of  health.  “You  are  the  first  to 
touch  it”  means  a lot  to  them. 

The  public  reacts  psychologically  to  the 
condition  of  a theatre’s  washrooms.  Clean 
and  sanitary  washrooms  tend  to  reflect  a 
feeling  that  the  entire  house,  likewise, 
must  be  clean  and  well  maintained. 


"THE  INSTAILATION  OF  IDEAL 
I CHAIRS  IS  THE  MOST  PROFIT- 
ABLE INVESTMENT  I’VE  MADE 
IN  MY  THEATRES/" 


si 


Says  a prominent  exhibitor. 

The  value  of  comfortable  Ideal  Seating  can  be  measured 
in  terms  of  increased  receipts. 

Available  in  a wide  variety  of  constructions  of  seats  and 
backs,  and  in  color  schemes  to  correctly  match  any  interior. 
Ideal  chairs  will  fill  the  requirements  of  every  theatre. 

Reliable  dealers  everywhere.  Write  for  free  catalog. 

IDEAL  SEATING  COMPANY 

GRAND  RAPIDS  MICHIGAN 


Export  Office:  344  W.  44th  St.,  New  York  City.  Attention  J.  E.  Robin. 
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ECONOMY  SEEN  IN  DEMONSTRATION  OF  DIESELS 


TWO  new,  completely  self-contained 
diesel  electric  sets,  designed  to  bring 
low  cost  air  conditioning  to  many 
moving  picture  theatres,  have  just  been 
announced  by  a midwest  manufacturer. 
Where  air  conditioning  offers  an  expen- 
sive method  of  holding  customers,  the  new 
sets  fit  into  the  picture  without  change  in 
electrical  hook-up  or  essential  control;  and 
can  cut  the  cost  of  purchased  power  by 
half  it  is  said. 

At  a factory  preview  in  Peoria,  Illinois, 
Caterpillar  Tractor  Company  executives 
have  just  seen  these  two  sleek  sets  of  10 
and  20  kilowatt  capacity.  Bulletins,  dis- 
patched to  the  company’s  dealer  organi- 
zation throughout  the  world,  describe  the 
two  low-cost  units  that  can  bet  set  up  and 
in  operation  in  less  than  an  hour  after 
delivery. 

So  simple  is  the  job  of  installation  that 
the  only  wire  connections  to  be  made  are 
from  the  generator  terminal  to  the  cir- 
cuit breaker  and  from  the  circuit  breaker 
to  the  distribution  box.  The  light-weight 
sets  need  no  special  bases  but  can  be  set 
down  anywhere  and  put  to  work. 

All  electrical  equipment  required  by  the 
sets  is  built-in,  with  the  exception  of  a 
circuit  breaker,  according  to  company 
engineers.  No  rheostats,  switchboards,  in- 
struments or  complications  of  any  sort  are 
needed.  Because  sets  of  this  capacity  are 
almost  always  operated  close  to  the  power 
destination,  even  a voltage  regulator  is 
unnecessary. 

Eliminating  the  need  for  auxiliary  equip- 
ment makes  these  units  less  expensive 
than  comparable  diesel  electric  sets  avail- 
able today.  Prices  are  brought  down  to 
about  the  same  as  those  for  gasoline  gener- 
ators of  the  same  capacity,  the  company’s 
sales  managers  were  told. 

Considering  the  wide  application  in  thea- 
tres, where  service  problems  must  be 


New  Line  Unit  Heaters 

Now  Ready  for  Market 

A new  line  of  gas-fired  unit  heaters  is 
announced  by  E.  T.  Murphy,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  marketing  for  Carrier 
Corporation,  Syracuse,  New  York.  Besides 
the  suspended  and  duct  types  available  in 
previous  models,  a floor  unit  is  now  avail- 
able. 

Each  unit  heater  is  completely  self-con- 
tained. Pour  capacities  are  provided  in 
the  unit  heaters,  while  the  duct  heaters 
offer  a range  of  six  capacities.  Approved 
unit  heaters  are  available  for  use  in  thea- 
tres. 

Exceptionally  quiet  operation  is  claimed 
for  the  units,  which  results  from  the  slow 
speed  rubber-mounted  motors,  precise  bal- 
ancing of  light-weight  fan  blades  and 
minimum  resistance  of  heating  surface  to 
air  flow.  Prices  are  lower  than  previous 
designs.  Mr.  Murphy  announced  that  the 
gas-fired  models  are  in  addition  to  the 
complete  line  of  Carrier  unit  heaters  and 
heat  diffusers. 


quickly  attended  to,  the  factory  has  sim- 
plified maintenance  problems  by  having 
the  entire  units  serviced  by  the  national 
distributor  organization.  Moreover,  the 
units  are  designed  to  be  operated  by  per- 
sonnel without  special  training. 

The  engines  have  but  three  operating  ad- 
justments, none  of  which  involves  the 
diesel  fuel  system.  The  generators  are  of 
single  unit  construction,  equipped  with 
ball  bearings,  which  require  lubrication 


only  once  in  six  months.  Built-in  regula- 
tion enables  the  sets  to  pick  up  relatively 
large  motor  loads  with  little  light  flicker 
and  voltage  drop. 

The  two  sizes  available,  as  announced, 
are  the  34-15  and  the  44-20.  The  former 
set  is  supplied  in  3-phase,  110,  220  or  440 
volts  at  15  KW,  .8  power  factor.  It  is  also 
available  as  single  phase,  110/220  volts, 
three  wire  type;  and  110  and  220  volt  two 
wire  type  at  13  KW,  .8  power  factor. 

The  44-20  set  is  supplied  in  3-phase, 
110,  220  or  440  volts,  at  20  KW,  .8  power 
factor.  It  is  also  available  single  phase, 
110/220  volts,  three  wire  type;  and  110 
and  220  volts,  two  wire  type  at  18.5  KW, 
.8  power  factor. 


Control  sound  . . . increase  charm  . . . 
reduce  your  costs  . . mi  iiinnni 

..iv/fANU'WUUu! 


If  your  theatre  decoration  is  “just  decora- 
tion,” consider  how  much  MORE  you  get 
with  Nu-Wood — the  modern,  multiple-pur- 
pose wall  and  ceiling  covering!  Nu-Wood  has 
a charm  of  te.vture — a distinctive,  softly 
colored  beauty — seldom  duplicated  at  much 
greater  expense.  Nu-Wood  absorbs  unwel- 
come noise  and  controls  sound  efficiently. 
And  Nu-Wood  has  the  insulating  value  that 
cuts  dollars  off  your  air  conditioning  bill. 

Consider  all  that  Nu-Wood  gives  you — 
and  then  consider  that  it  is  amazingly  low  in 
cost!  That’s  whv  so  manv  distinctive  theatres 


have  turned  to  this  better  way  of  attracting 
more  patrons  anti  lowering  cost  at  the  same 
tune.  We’d  like  to  show  you  some  of  the 
many  outstanding  theatre  applications  of 
Nu-Wood — mail  the  coupon  for  further  in- 
fo rmation. 


NU-UJOOD 

THE  INSULATING 
INTERIOR  FINISH 


Nu-Wood  Products  of  Weyerhaeuser ...  Balsam-Wool 


Our  advertisers  deserve  your  first  con- 
sideration, because  they’re  laying  their 
cards  before  you — face  up. 


WOOD  CONVERSION  COMPANY 
Room  134-8,  First  National  Bank  Bldg.,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
Gentlemen:  Please  send  me  further  information  and  full  color  illustrations  on  Nu-Wood  for 
□ New  Construction  □ Remodeling 

Name 

Address  

City Stale 
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Modernization  and  Expansion  Build  Up 
Community  Good  Will 


An  explanation  of  motives  that  inspired  the  planning  of  a mod- 
ern theatre  and  a description  of  the  project  as  given  us  by  the 
architect,  ROBERT  O.  ROLLER,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 


WHEN  theatrical  interests,  through 
lack  of  foresight,  fail  to  modernize 
or  add  to  their  properties  in  a given 
spot  because  they  have  the  town  “sewed 
up,"  and  no  immediate  competition  is 
threatening  their  territory,  the  result  may 
be,  and  usually  is,  a loss  of  patronage  and 
a building  up  of  actual  illwill  in  the  sur- 
rounding community. 

No  such  mistake  could  be  laid  at  the 
door  of  Dubinsky  Brothers,  operators  of  the 
existing  Orpheum  and  Lyceum  theatres 
in  Leavenworth,  Kas,,  when  on  July  23, 


1938,  they  opened  the  doors  of  their  new 
Hollywood  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Delaware  Streets,  This  new,  up-to-date 
theatre,  designed  by  Robert  Boiler,  of 
Kansas  City,  contains  the  ultimate  in  mod- 
ern appointments  and  is  distinctly  an  ad- 

An  exterior  view  of  the  Hollywood  The- 
atre which  suggests  about  everything  to 
be  desired  insofar  as  imposing  effect 
and  outdoor  display  efficiency  are  con- 
cerned. All  functions  of  the  modern 
theatre  front  are  in  evidence  here. 


A peep  into  the  poudre  room  of  the  Hol- 
lywood affords  an  idea  of  the  decorative 
attractiveness  and  finictional  efficiency 
throughout  this  fine  theatre. 

venture  in  community  goodwill.  Only  out- 
side competition  in  the  vicinity  is  the 
government  theatre  recently  constructed 
for  the  military  forces  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, 

Dubinsky  Brothers  own  or  control  twen- 
ty-two first-run  motion  picture  theatres 
in  the  states  of  Missouri  and  Kansas, 
The  Hollywood,  operated  under  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  Edward  D,  Durwood  of 
Kansas  City  and  under  the  local  manage- 
ment of  Irvin  Dubinsky,  in  addition  to 
being  the  newest  and  largest  showhouse 
in  Leavenworth,  represents  one  of  the  ma- 
jor holdings  of  the  company. 

Pacing  Civic  Progress 
Due  to  its  central  location  in  a rich 
retail  trade  area  seventeen  miles  in  radius, 
which  is  dotted  with  modern  farms  and 
populated  with  50,000  potential  customers, 
and  also  due  to  its  many  and  varied  manu- 
factured products,  Leavenworth  continues 
to  advance  at  a time  when  many  cities 
are  facing  a dwindling  census  report.  The 
city’s  greatest  growth  has  been  made  dur- 
ing the  past  twelve  months, 

U.  S.  Highway  73,  state  highways  5,  7 
and  92,  six  steam  railroads  and  one  elec- 
tric interurban  line  bring  residents  of  the 
surrounding  territory  to  the  city’s  shops, 
markets  and  amusements. 

In  addition,  patronage  for  the  new  the- 
atre is  drawn  from  the  numerous  em- 
ployes of  local  plants  manufacturing  fur- 
niture. stoves,  millwork,  ice  machines, 
mine  and  mill  machinery,  flour,  military 
uniforms  and  hay  presses.  A large  colored 
population  helps  to  swell  the  total.  In  all, 
Leavenworth’s  residents  aggregate  more 
than  20,000. 

To  enlarge  the  number  of  customarily 
resident  townfolk  and  members  of  the 
regular  Army  post,  four  hundred  high- 
ranking  military  officers  annually  under- 
go expert  training  for  one  year  at  the 
Command  and  General  Staff  School  at 
Port  Leavenworth.  From  March  to  June, 
fifty  Reserve  and  National  Guard  officers 
are  schooled  at  the  military  post.  Dur- 

The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


All  Theatre  Builders, 
Please  Note 

If  you  have  recently  remodeled  or 
otherwise  modernized  your  theatre  and 
are  particularly  proud  of  the  result, 
please  send  us  photographs  and  de- 
tails. Through  the  presentation  of 
these  Case  Histories,  it  is  our  purpose 
to  raise  the  standard  of  theatre  con- 
struction and  outfitting  and  thus  ren- 
der a service  to  the  entire  industry. 
Your  cooperation  is  requested. — The 
Editor. 


ing  June  and  July,  about  two  hundred  and 
tifty  college  men  from  the  R.  O.  T.  C.  units 
in  colleges  and  universities  throughout 
Kansas,  Missouri  and  Arkansas  attend 
summer  camp  there.  August  finds  young 
men  from  these  same  three  states  under- 
going a study  of  military  tactics  at  the 
Ciuizens  Military  Training  Camp  at  the 
Fort. 

St.  Mary’s  Academy  for  young  women, 
established  in  1858  by  the  Sisters  of  Char- 
ity, occupies  160-acre  grounds  south  of  the 
city,  drawing  students  from  some  distance 
east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  West  Coast. 

With  the  large  possible  patronage  at 
hand,  Dubinsky  Brothers  felt  justified  in 
increasing  the  total  capacity  of  their  the- 
atre holdings  in  Leavenworth  to  2,200 
seats,  the  new  Hollywood  providing  ac- 
commodations for  1,015  persons. 

Description  of  Project 

Erected  on  a downtown  corner  lot  for- 
merly occupied  by  an  old  bank  building, 
the  new  theatre  lifts  an  imposing  modern 
facade  48  feet  in  height  on  Delaware  Street, 
with  a harmonizing  but  somewhat  less 
dominant  treatment  on  the  Fourth  Street 
side.  The  lot  is  shallow,  being  only  48'xl25'. 

The  fireproof  building  is  of  brick,  plas- 
tered with  cement,  and  painted  a rich 
shade  of  ultramarine  blue.  Recessed  hori- 
zontal bandings  of  silver  cross  the  front 
and  continue  down  the  side  elevation. 
Heavy  blue  pylons  frame  a central  panel 
of  blue  and  gold  featuring  ornamental 
work  in  rust  and  silver.  Three-color  flood 
lights,  from  the  ceiling  of  a V-shaped 
marquee  and  from  two  large  lanterns 
set  on  abbreviated  buttresses  at  the  base 
of  the  central  panel,  provide  eye-arresting 
night  effects.  A large  vertical  sign,  in- 
stalled on  the  coi’ner  of  the  theatre,  draws 
attention  for  many  blocks  down  either 
street,  while  a three-line  attraction  board 
above  the  marquee  is  surmounted  by  ad- 
ditional signs  featuring  the  theatre’s  name. 

The  Verdi  Antique  marble  in  the  boxof- 
fice  bulkhead  is  recalled  in  the  base  of 
the  theatre  front  and  of  the  two  small 
shops  in  the  front  of  the  building.  Large 
display  frames  on  two  sides  of  the  ves- 
tibule piers  advertise  current  and  coming 
attractions.  The  centrally-located  ticket 
booth  is  flanked  by  doors  from  vestibule 
to  a lobby,  7'  6"x23'.  A second  series  of 
doors,  at  the  rear  of  the  lobby,  opens  into 
a foyer,  14'x45'.  Foyer  walls  are  finished 
in  two  shades  of  blue  which  accentuate 
their  zig-zag  design,  and  a colorful  modern 


Above — Looking  from  the 
Hollywood’s  auditorium  one 
may  see  the  effects  of  cap- 
able theatre  planning.  At 
right  — This  view  of  the 
mezzanme  lounge  gives  evi- 
dence of  thought  devoted  to 
the  building  of  good  will 
through  public  service. 


carpet  lends  warmth  and  hospitality  to 
the  room. 

From  the  foyer,  first  floor  patrons  pass 
directly  to  the  616  seats  on  the  orchestra 


floor  of  the  45'x85'  auditorium,  while  bal- 
cony patrons  ascend  from  the  left  end  of 
the  foyer  by  means  of  a wide,  easy  stair- 
( Continued  on  page  67) 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 


Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  with  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  impartially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  8-19-39 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 


Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 


covering  the  following  s 

□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

□ Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

□ Coin  Changers 

□ Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 

n Heating  Equipment 

□ Lighting  Fixtures 
n Lounge  Furniture 

□ Plumbing  Fixtures 

□ Projectors 

□ Projection  Lamps 


□ Screens 
n Seating 

□ Signs  and  Marquees 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Theatre  Fronts 

□ Ticket  Machines 

□ Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity 

Address  

City  State. 


Signed 


(Owner-Manager) 
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Plan  to  Apply  That  1940  Atmosphere 
in  Easy  Stages 

By  Harms  R.  Teichert* 


This  month  we 
want  to  talk  as 
directly  as  it  is 
possible  to  do  in  print 
to  the  owners  and 
managers  of  the  smal- 
ler theatres  — houses 
that  seat  from  two 
hundred  to  seven  hun- 
dred people. 

The  reason  for  our 
addressing  this  section 
of  the  industry  is  be- 
cause many  of  you  have  decried,  “These 
articles  on  decoration  are  all  very  well  but 
apparently  we,  the  small  unit  owners,  are 
not  supposed  to  be  interested  or  appealed 
to  as  you  constantly  show  pictures  of  the 
theatres  you  have  decorated  and  they  are 
usually  some  of  the  largest  houses  in  the 
country.” 

It  would  be  quite  impossible  to  answer 
each  of  you  individually,  so  we  hope  this 
article  will  serve  to  clear  up  some  of  your 
misapprehensions. 

First  of  all.  each  and  every  article  that 
has  appeared  under  my  name  has  been 
directed  to  every  theatre  cwner  in  the 
country,  no  matter  the  size  of  his  house 
nor  where  he  is  located.  It  is  true  that 
we  have  often  described  our  work  on  some 
major  projects,  for  being  human,  we  are 
naturally  proud  to  point  to  the  fact  that 
we  execute  decorations  for  some  of  the 
largest  theatre  chains  in  the  country. 

A Question  Oft  Repeated 
But  we  have  also  written  about  some 
very  small  independent  theatres  and  we 
ask  you  to  look  back  through  your  past 
issues  of  The  Modern  Theatre  section  of 
Boxoffice  to  prove  our  point.  However, 
enough  of  that.  Let’s  get  down  to  answer- 
ing a few  direct  questions  from  you  who 
are  interested  and  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  bring  your  problems  to  us.  The  ques- 
tion asked  us  most  often  is: 

“We  can’t  afford  to  modernize  our  en- 
tire theatre  at  this  time.  What  can  you 
suggest  that  will  make  us  look  progressive 
and  still  not  cost  too  much?’’ 

After  years  of  experience,  this  one  never 
catches  us  unprepared,  and  we  always  an- 
swer in  the  same  way: 

Go  after  the  exterior!  Everyone  passing 
will  take  note  of  that  point  first.  Use 


* Theatre  Decorating  Specialist,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 


one  or  a combination  of  several  of  the  in- 
expensive new  facing  materials  now  on  the 
market.  Simplify  your  front  building  lines. 
<This  is  mainly  a matter  of  taking  off 
gingerbread  and  time-worn  trappings, 
rather  than  adding  on  expense.)  Install  a 
modest  but  workable  and  easily  changed 
attraction  sign.  Put  on  a new  canopy  if 
you  can’t  simplify  your  old  one  into  clean 
modern  lines,  and  see  that  the  lighting  is 
strong  enough  to  outshine  your  neighbors. 

After  you  have  taken  this  first  step,  let 
your  bankroll  rest  and  catch  up  for  a few 
months.  Then  go  after  your  boxoffice, 
lobby  and  foyer.  Here  again  the  keynote 
should  be  conservative  modern.  Take  off 
and  out  every  non-functional  gewgaw  and 
simplify,  simplify,  simplify!  The  sense  of 
space  and  freshness  you’ll  secure  through 
this  process  alone  will  more  than  repay 
you  for  the  small  amount  of  labor  it  in- 
volves. 

Be  sure  to  reserve  space  and  funds  for 
a few  flush-set  coming-attraction  boards 
in  the  walls.  With  just  this  much  “clean- 
ing out,”  your  house  will  begin  to  have 
the  air  of  a modern  era.  And  when  warm, 
exciting  colors  are  applied  to  that  founda- 
tion with  a dashing  modern  treatment, 
you’re  well  on  the  way  to  what  you  and 
your  customers  want.  Pay  for  this  much 
and  take  your  second  “breather.” 

Renovation  in  Relays 

When  you  have  saved  up  a little  more, 
go  after  your  lounge  provisions  and  rest 
rooms.  Another  “breather,”  and  then 
tackle  in  progressive  “doses”  your  audi- 
torium decorations,  your  lighting  fixtures, 
seats,  carpets,  draperies  and  air  condi- 
tioning, until  you  have  taken  care  of  your 
entire  property. 

Once  again  you’re  saying:  “That  sounds 
easy,  but  how  can  I be  assured  that  when 
I’ve  finished  the  whole  thing  it  will  look 
right  together,  so  that  my  customers  and 
I will  be  satisfied?” 

Well,  we  drive  home  the  point  again: 
Hire  a competent  architect  and  a decora- 
tor. Let  them  make  sketches,  color 
schemes;  get  quotations  from  all  trades, 
add  the  whole  thing  up,  and  budget  your 
entire  operation  from  start  to  finish.  By 
so  doing,  you  can  lay  aside  money  as  it 
will  be  needed  and  have  an  intelligent, 
workable  schedule  to  follow. 

If  a plan  such  as  that  suggested  above 
is  adhered  to,  you  owners  of  the  very 
smallest  theatres  can  have  houses  as  In- 


viting to  your  customers  as  any  theatre  of 
the  largest  chain.  And  why  should  your 
house  be  any  less  attractive  than  the  big 
ones?  Let  me  assure  you  that  many  of  the 
big  fellows  follow  modernization  plans 
similar  to  the  one  we  cite  for  you  here. 

Don’t  overlook  the  publicity  you  can 
get  as  a result  of  this  plan.  Astute  use  of 
publicity  before  and  during  your  mod- 
ernization can  greatly  help  to  make  your 
plan  pay  for  itself. 

Each  time  you  make  an  improvement,  it 
should  be  written  up  for  your  local  news- 
papers and  publicized  on  your  screen.  Also 
make  impressive  pre-opening  displays  of 
your  architect’s  or  decorator’s  color 
sketches  that  are  to  be  followed  in  your 
lobby  or  foyer. 

Don’t  miss  a single  bet  in  the  way  of 
advertising  what  you  are  doing  and  you 
will  find  your  patrons  taking  an  apprecia- 
tive interest  in  your  efforts  for  their  com- 
fort and  pleasure. 

Keep  the  Show  Going 

Another  point  you  will  be  glad  to  learn 
is  that  during  all  alterations  there  is  ab- 
solutely no  reason  why  you  should  miss  a 
single  day’s  receipts.  Work  can  be 
planned  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  your 
regular  business.  But  it  must  be  planned 
that  way. . 

With  a thoroughly  integrated  system  in 
mind  such  as  that  mentioned  above,  all 
you  need  to  start  you  on  your  way  to  a 
“House  With  a 1940  Atmosphere”  is  the 
selection  of  your  architect  or  decorator 
right  now. 

And,  best  of  all,  you  will  find  this  pro- 
gressive modernization  plan  no  undue 
strain  on  your  budget.  In  fact,  it  will 
come  closer  than  you  now  realize  to  pay- 
ing for  itself  as  it  goes.  Wake  up  new 
interest  among  your  patrons  and  dominate 
your  drawing  area  with  this  new  moderni- 
zation plan  now. 

We  have  purposely  made  this  article 
short  and  to  the  point,  hoping  that  it  will 
be  thoroughly  read,  remembered  and  acted 
upon.  Our  services  and  advice  are  open  to 
any  of  you  who  will  write.  Also,  the  con- 
sulting Architectural  Board  of  The  Mod- 
ern Theatre  Planning  Institute  is  at  your 
command.  When  you  desire  information 
on  building  materials,  decoration,  equip- 
ment or  any  allied  service,  your  editor  will 
see  that  you  are  furnished  with  all  data 
promptly.  All  of  us  want  to  help  you  all 
we  can. 


Advisory  Service 

Since  modern  theatre  decorating  is 
a specialized  art  requiring  counsel, 
creative  talent  and  planning  ability 
which  are  not  usually  available  at  all 
points  of  the  country,  Mr.  Teichert 
has  agreed  to  serve  our  readers  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  He  will  be  glad  to 
correspond  with  any  of  our  readers 
who  may  wish  information  and  advice 
on  decoratmg  procedure.  All  such  in- 
quiries will  be  given  prompt  attention. 
Address  your  inquiry  to  The  Modern 
Theatre,  332  S.  Michigan  Avenue, 
Chicago,  III.  It  will  be  imme- 
diately referred  to  Mr.  Teichert  for 
analysis  and  advice,  without  obliga- 
tion. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


SMASH  Hn^  OF  ’39 


Available  in  Smart  Styles 
Adaptable  to  Any  Theater 


Patented  Push-Back  Seat 
Proves  Colossal  Attraction 


No  Other  Theater  Seat  in  the  World 
Offers  Such  Revolutionary  Comfort 


Kroehler  Production  Soars  as 
World's  Largest  Furniture  Manufacturer 
Installs  Line  Production  Methods 


RECENT  INSTALLATIONS 


McVICKERS  THEATER Chicago,  111. 

NEW  MAZDA  THEATER L’Anse,  Mich. 


RIPLEY  ODDITORIUM 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
LEXINGTON  THEATER 

Chicago,  111. 

HOPKINS  THEATER 

Oakland,  Calif. 

CENTER  THEATER 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
COMERFORD  THEATER 

Carlisle,  Pa. 

KRIM  THEATER 

Kilgore,  Tex. 

ARLYNE  THEATER 

Longview,  Tex. 

LAUREL  THEATER 

Laurel,  Md. 

ROXY  THEATER 

Springfield,  111. 

INVESTIGATE! 

See — Try  This  Revolutionary 
New  Theater  Seat  or  Write 

our  nearest  public  seating  division  office  for 
complete  information. 

Kroehler  Mfg.  Co.,  Public  Seating  Division 

1501  Broadway New  York,  N.  Y. 

1248  S.  Wabash  Ave Chicago,  111. 

2013  S.  Vermont  Ave.  . • Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


HOW  PUSH-BACK  SEAT 
OPERATES 


A slight  thrust  of  occupant’s  feet 
pushes  seat  back  to  let  others  pass. 
There  is  no  interference  with  other 


rows. 

Seat  returns  to  normal  position 
automatically  when  occupant  relaxes. 

Seat  automatically  retracts  when  not  occupied. 


Ends  standing  up  to  let  others  pass — increases 
vision — adds  to  safety  and  comfort — multiplies 
turnover  at  peak  hours.  Seats  can  be  installed  on 
all  standard  emplacement  measurements.  Built  by 
Kroehler  to  give  years  of  safe,  trouble-free  service. 


KROEHLER/’^^oc^THEATER  SEAT 

PATENTED 

BUILT  BY  WORLD’S  LARGEST  FURNITURE  MANUFACTURER 


BOXOFFICE  : : August  19,  1939 
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Leave  Out  the  Hinge  Pin  and 
Something's  Liable  to  Happen 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


WHEN  I was  a 
little  boy,  I 
had  an  aunt. 

Her  name  was  Tessye. 

But  she  was  not  an 
“Old  Maid  Aunty,” 
because  she  hauled  off 
and  married  a rich 
man — which  made  a 
poor  relation  out  of 
me. 

Now  in  those  days 
automobiles  were  nei- 
ther common  nor  what  they  are  today. 
But  being  able  to  afford  the  best.  Aunt 
Tessye  bought  a Packard.  And  she  got  a 
man  to  drive  it,  but  he  was  not  a factory 
man.  His  ancestors  were  from  Africa. 

No  sooner  had  the  car  been  delivered 
than  she  decided  to  go  on  a shopping  trip, 
and  with  the  African  in  the  driver’s  seat 
she  started  out.  I guess  she  had  instructed 
Jazbo  to  look  neither  to  the  right  nor  to 
the  left  of  him,  but  to  keep  his  eyes  on 
the  straight  and  narrow.  Through  the 
speaking  tube  she  directed  him  to  pull  up 
to  the  curb  in  front  of  a department  store 
and  then  she  proceeded  to  let  herself  out. 

But  she  made  a little  noise  in  doing  so, 
which  I guess  is  why  the  driver  finally 
looked  around.  And  there,  to  his  dismay, 
was  Aunt  Tessye  lying  prone  on  the  side- 
walk with  the  car  door  atop  of  her. 

This  really  happened,  folks.  Tm  not 
foolin’.  The  poor  darky  was  so  astounded 
he  was  paralyzed.  A pedestrian  had  to 
pull  him  out  of  the  driver’s  seat  to  get 
him  to  help  pry  the  door  off  poor  Aunty. 
And  Here’s  the  Moral 
I guess  Tm  a modern  Aesop.  I usually 
point  a tale  with  a moral.  Whenever  a 
pivot  is  left  out  of  the  hinge  of  anything 
you  are  trying  to  do,  a door  or  something 
will  surely  fall  on  you. 

Now  I’ve  still  got  ants  in  my  pants, 
wlrich  keeps  me  restlessly  trying  to  get 
folks  to  listen  to  me  because  I really  do 
know  what  I’m  talking  about.  I’m  an  ex- 
pert in  my  line  simply  because  I have 
studied  under  experts.  If  you  studied 
under  Paderewski,  you  simply  couldn’t 


*Air  Conditioning  Engineer,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsm. 


help  learning  something  about  music. 

But  I know  so  little  about  stirring  up 
propaganda,  even  though  I do  know  that 
plenty  of  practical  propaganda  is  needed 
now.  All  I can  do  is  try  to  amuse  you 
while  attempting  to  instruct;  meanwhile 
watching  various  and  sundry  doors  fall  on 
some  of  you  when  you  try  to  buy  air  con- 
ditioning “on  the  hoof.” 

The  automobile  was  developed  at  the 
expense  of  the  public,  and  the  progress  of 
air  conditioning  is  no  different.  Call  in  any 
ten  salesmen  engaged  in  this  business,  el- 
even engineers,  and  quietly  listen  to  their 
recommendations.  You  will  receive  ten 
different  ideas  about  what  you  ought  to 
do.  Now  this  is  not  a deplorable  state  of 
affairs  because  it  is  unavoidable  during 
the  process  of  developing  a new  science. 

The  development  of  anything  new  re- 
quires pioneers.  And  I am  one.  These 
articles  of  mine  are  a pioneering  effort 
that  seems  to  attract  more  attention  in 
other  quarters  than  in  theatrical  circles. 
But  air  conditioning  equipment  has  been 
designed  and  is  on  the  market  today  that 
bears  my  signature  of  approval.  Packard 
makes  a pretty  good  automobile  and  the 
accidental  omission  of  a pin  in  a hinge 
does  not  detract  from  the  merit  of  the  car 
today. 

Present-day  factories  do  not  make  such 
mistakes.  All  of  the  pins  will  be  in  all  of 
the  hinges  of  any  reputable  air  condition- 
ing equipment  you  buy.  But  where  the  pins 
are  left  out  of  an  air  conditioning  job  is 
during  the  mstallation.  The  manufacture 
of  anything  you  buy  is  under  control  of 
engineers.  But  do  you  dare  tell  me  that 
your  installation  was  under  such  control? 

What  Happened  to  Hank 

Previously  reported  in  these  pages  was 
an  air  conditioning  installation  in  a Wis- 
consin Palais  de  Chance.  One  of  the  em- 
ployes who  subsequently  operated  the  sys- 
tem was  a chap  called  Hank.  Well,,  that 
was  two  years  ago. 

I met  Hank  again  the  other  day.  He 
was  busily  engaged  in  air  conditioning  a 
much  larger  place  of  the  same  nature, 
where  if  500  of  you  wanted  to  go  on  a 
bingo  binge  while  dancing  to  dulcet  music 
between  games  or  to  view  an  eight-act 
floor  show  after  all  other  festivities  were 


over,  I could  not  recommend  a better 
place. 

Hank’s  air  conditioning  job  was  prac- 
tically finished,  and  when  I looked  over 
the  installation  what  I saw  practically  fin- 
ished me.  I have  a sense  of  humor,  but 
I also  have  sympathy  for  a man  faced 
with  a condition  he  must  overcome  to  stay 
in  business  yet  cannot  find  a reliable 
source  of  information  whereby  he  can  be 
guided  in  regard  to  what  he  should  do. 

Hank  and  I sat  down  on  the  curb  to 
cry  and  I told  him  compassionately  that 
he  was  “on  the  spot.”  I told  him  not  only 
what  his  air  conditioning  job  would  not 
do,  but  why.  He  wanted  me  to  come  out 
that  night  for  the  grand  opening,  but  I 
didn’t  have  the  heart  to  go.  I did  tell  him 
that  if  my  prognostications  proved  to  be 
correct  and  if  he  wanted  me  to  try  to 
help  him  straighten  out  the  mess,  I’d  be 
glad  to  do  so.  So  I’m  writing  this  article 
while  awaiting  his  frantic  call. 

Nobody  is  to  blame  for  this,  least  of  all 
Hank.  You  can’t  blame  a boy  for  trying, 
and  this  is  the  only  way  this  business  can 
be  learned.  I made  my  mistakes  too,  but 
I made  them  during  the  early  days  when 
not  much  in  the  way  of  results  was  ex- 
pected of  me.  If  I could  not  today  get  bet- 
ter results  than  those  expected  of  me  ten 
years  ago,  then  I am  dead  from  the  ears 
up  and  don’t  know  it. 

There  are  now  so  many  “Hanks”  in  the 
air  conditioning  business  that  the  business 
itself  is  in  jeopardy.  Much  propaganda  has 
been  released  relative  to  the  wonderful 
benefits  procurable  from  air  conditioning 
but  the  public  is  becoming  wary  to  such 
an  extent  that  even  the  “big  engineers” 
are  getting  the  raspberries. 

A Couple  of  Callers 

A few  days  ago,  two  theatre  owners 
from  Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  drove  up  to  see 
me.  Exhibitors  coming  all  the  way  to 
Milwaukee  to  consult  with  me  was  some- 
thing new  in  my  experience.  They  saw 
no  office  full  of  red-headed  secretaries 
even  though  I have  long  pleaded  with  my 
wife  to  let  me  have  half  a dozen.  But 
they  did  see  a table  piled  deep  with  your 
mail  and  blueprints.  I’m  trying  hard  to 
catch  up  with  my  fan  mail. 

I was  in  my  undershirt  merrily  punch- 
ing my  typewriter  and  told  Mrs.  Simmons 
not  to  let  them  in.  They  might  have  been 
bill  collectors  and  I don’t  like  to  have 


Are  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  ex- 
plained in  common,  non-technical 
every-day  terms  becomes  less  baffling 
to  the  man  who  wants  to  buy  equip- 
ment. If  you  are  confused  regarding 
the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  write  a letter  to  Gordon 
H.  Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  outlining  your 
conditions,  seating  capacity,  room  di- 
mension, present  equipment,  etc.  Give 
him  the  facts,  ENCLOSE  POSTAGE 
for  reply  and  he’ll  be  glad  to  analyze 
your  layout  and  give  you  unbiased 
reeommendations  on  your  require- 
ments. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  imaginary  concoctions  for  the  purpose  of  inis- 
rcpresentinc  reader  Interest.  Oricdnal  siemed  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  sub.iect  to  the  ap- 
proxal  of  correspondents. 


bill  collectors  interrupting  me  when  I am 
writing  to  you.  But  when  I saw  these  two 
gentlemen  come  in  each  with  a copy  of 
Boxoffice  under  his  arm,  I began  to  real- 
ize the  honor  being  done  me  and  I also 
could  not  overlook  the  light  of  disillusion 
dawning  in  their  eyes. 

Now  I can  be  as  nonchalant  as  the  next 
one  when  caught  with  his  britches  down 
or  in  his  undershirt.  I believe  in  comfort 
and  I had  it.  I know  I’d  look  better  with 
my  moustache  waxed,  mauve  spats  and  a 
stiff  bosom  shirt,  and  I might  have  been 
so  dressed  if  they  had  only  telephoned  be- 
fore coming  out. 

But  I also  knew  that  it  would  take  them 
a week  to  inspect  installations  in  the  city 
of  Milwaukee  and  I knew  too  that  not  a 
single  customer  of  mine  would  dare  tell 
them  anything  derogatory  about  my  work 
or  me.  So  I showed  them  some  installa- 
tions before  they  left — one  in  particular 
where  they  might  have  put  their  whole 
theatre  in  one  corner  of  the  place.  And 
they  asked  me  to  come  to  Lake  Forest  on 
Tuesday,  which  I will  do  even  though 
nothing  was  said  about  who  buys  the  gaso- 
line. 

My  Strange  Philosophy 

If  you  expect  to  get,  you  gutter  give; 
which  is  why  I’m  doing  what  I am.  I’m 
trying  hard  to  give  you  good  measure,  full 
and  running  over.  I don’t  ask  a dime  for 
my  time  and  I spend  most  of  it  trying  to 
serve  you.  I am  well  aware  of  certain 
ethical  restrictions  about  using  editorial 
space  for  propaganda,  but  I am  also  well 
aware  of  the  restrictions  enveloping  the 
air  conditioning  industry  not  only  as  it 
pertains  to  theatre  patrons  but  to  all 
other  classes  of  customers  as  well. 

I am  also  well  aware  that  I am  being 
read.  Not  because  of  personal  writing  abil- 
ity but  because  of  interest  in  the  subject. 
There  is  an  avid  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
public  for  reliable  information  on  this  so- 
called  air  conditioning. 

Now  again  my  advice  to  you  is  cut  out 
buying  apparatus  as  such.  Quit  being  your 
own  engineer  or  hiring  the  “Hanks”  of  this 
industry  to  do  your  engineering  for  you. 
Investigate  the  credentials  of  anybody  at- 
tempting to  serve  you;  insist  upon  seeing 
at  least  a couple  of  his  jobs  before  giving 
him  your  own. 

If  you  persist  in  sitting  behind  your 
(Continued  on  following  page) 


Where  To? 

Bucko  Simmons  will  ride  again!  Where 
to?  Well  folks,  it  all  depends  on  you. 

In  the  wake  of  this  issue,  our  perambu- 
latin’ practitioner  plans  to  hie  himself  to 
the  hinterlands  again — headin’  for  the 
World’s  Fair.  Which  Fair;  east  or  west? 
We’ll  let  you  readers  decide  the  direction. 

Invitations  to  stop  off  and  “set  a spell” 
to  talk  over  your  air  conditioning  troubles 
(if  any)  are  now  in  order.  A tank  of  gas 
for  the  Zephyr  and  a chicken  (or  fish) 
dinner  is  all  it  can  cost  you  and  he’ll  even 
go  out  and  snare  the  dinner  if  you’ll  show 
him  where. 

So,  come  on  with  your  invitations!  East 
or  West  ...  of  Milwaukee!  Your  bid  may 
break  the  tie  and  head  him  in  your  direc- 
tion. But  you’ll  have  to  hurry  if  you 
wanna  see  Simmons — or  do  you? — The 
Editor. 


The  Lone  Star  State  seems  to  be  the 
seat  of  a lot  of  theatre  air  conditioning 
troubles.  I get  more  letters  from  Texas 
exhibitors  than  from  any  other  state. 
Here’s  a case  for  the  Corner: 

The  Letter:  “We  are  having  trouble  with 
the  distribution  of  the  washed  air  in  our 
theatre.  Our  air  seems  cool  enough.  We 
are  using  two  blowers  with  sepa- 

rate washers  for  each  blower.  When  we 
have  one  unit  on  we  get  better  distribu- 
tion than  when  we  have  both  units  going. 
We  seem  to  have  plenty  of  air  coming  in 
the  theatre  and  the  air  is  cool  enough. 
We  have  765  seats. 

“Under  separate  cover  I am  mailing  you 
a blueprint  of  the  theatre,  which  I am  re- 
questing that  you  return.  I am  enclosing 
postage. 

“You  will  kindly  suggest  in  what  way 
our  present  system  can  be  improved  at 
as  small  cost  as  possible. — O.  U.  S.” 

My  Response:  “I  received  your  letter  of 
July  25th  as  well  as  architect’s  drawing 
of  your  house.  And  while  I am  only  too 
glad  to  help  you  clear  up  the  trouble  com- 
plained of,  I am  not  going  to  stick  my 
neck  out  as  I did  recently  on  another 
Texas  job,  the  letter  of  complaint  being 
almost  identical  with  yours.  So  I am 
calling  for  more  information. 

“You  say  ‘the  air  in  our  theatre  seems 
cool  enough.’  Which  is  what  fooled  me 
on  the  above  job  7 complain  of.  So  I gave 
out  an  air  distribution  system  that  worked 
perfectly  from  an  air  distribution  stand- 
point, only  to  have  the  theatre  owner  beat 
my  ears  down  with  the  statement  that  ‘the 
trouble  now  seems  to  be  lack  of  breeze.’ 
He  pulled  out  the  grilles  I specified  and 
inserted  some  slats  of  his  own  design  and 
now  reports  everybody  happy.  I am  sure 
he  is  giving  full  credit  to  the  ‘slats’  and 
not  the  other  things  I did  after  a personal 
visit  to  his  theatre.  But  this  is  the  first, 
last  and  only  complaint  I’ll  receive  from 
a theatre  owner  if  adequate  information 
is  in  my  hands  before  I advise. 

“So  accurately  measure  the  temperature 
of  your  air  immediately  leaving  your  wash- 
er, as  well  as  the  water  temperature  en- 
tering it.  State  if  you  ever  have  trouble 
with  humidity  even  on  just  a few  days. 
This  information  is  important  to  me. 

“You  report  765  seats  in  your  house. 
Let’s  call  it  800  including  standing  room. 
You  then  need  at  least  24,000  c.f.m.  of 
air.  Copy  name  plate  from  your  blowers. 
Get  their  speed  and  h.p.  of  the  motors. 
Is  your  ceiling  insulated,  and  if  not,  why 
not? 

“I  don’t  like  your  present  air  distribu- 
tion at  all.  No  chance  for  it  to  work  the 
way  your  drawing  shows  it.  Looks  like 
a lot  of  trusses  in  your  attic  space,  too, 
which  might  interfere  with  a duct  running 
the  length  of  your  theatre.  Can  you  send 
me  a detail  of  this  truss  so  I can  figure 
out  how  to  duck  a duct  through  if  we 
need  to?  Note  your  remark  about  doing 
something  at  ‘small  cost.’  I can  improve 


results  without  an  overhead  duct  system, 
and  this  would  be  at  ‘small  cost.’  But  I 
sure  would  have  put  in  a duct  at  the  very 
beginning  if  I had  been  your  engineer. 

“Quite  evidently  many  theatre  owners 
are  reading  that  last  article  of  mine  titled 
‘The  Time  to  Read  Blueprints  is  Before 
You  Buy,’  because  blueprints  are  piling 
up  on  my  table. 

“But  the  accompanying  letters  invari- 
ably state,  ‘I  have  bought  this  and  I have 
installed  that.’  Your  own  case  is  quite 
typical.  Now  I have  tried  very  hard  to 
instill  some  common-sense  practice  into 
theatre  air  conditioning.  I must  not  be 
hard  to  read  or  understand,  because  very 
rarely  do  I get  a question  fired  at  me 
asking,  ‘What  do  you  mean?’ 

“If  theatre  owners  would  only  send  in 
their  building  plans  before  they  do  a darn 
thing  about  heating  or  air  conditioning, 
I could  blue  pencil  them  up  in  much  less 
time  than  I can  re-work  an  already  in- 
stalled job  such  as  yours. 

“When  I lay  down  the  details  for  a 
brand  new  job,  it  always  works.  Many 
times  the  total  job  costs  less  and  invari- 
ably the  operating  expense  is  less.  But 
I cannot  plaster  the  highways  with  bill- 
boards advertising  this  fact. 

“I  am  operating  this  engineering  ser- 
vice at  considerable  personal  expense  in 
both  time  and  money  as  a sort  of  ethical 
method  of  advertising,  so  to  speak.  Oc- 
casionally a theatre  owner  writes  that 
‘maybe  we  can  do  some  business.’  And 
when  you  imdertake  to  build  a new  the- 
atre, I hope  you  will  write  me  in  words 
to  this  effect. 

“In  the  meantime,  I am  yours  in  the 
cause  of  service  and  when  I have  the  in- 
formation asked  for  I will  handle  your 
job  by  marking  up  the  blueprint  you  sent 
me  and  returning  it  to  you.  After  the 
trouble  is  removed  from  your  job,  I would 
expect  you  to  write  the  editor  and  so 
state,  with  permission  to  publish  your 
name. 

“I  take  my  assignment  as  Air  Condi- 
tioning Columnist  quite  seriously  and  am 
giving  a high  degree  of  satisfaction  as 
the  letters  I receive  state.  Many  of  them 
have  been  published,  but  in  spite  of  this 
my  mail  is  still  cluttered  up  with  com- 
plaints about  jobs  improperly  done  when 
they  should  have  been  done  properly  in 
the  beginning. 

“If  you  as  a theatre  owner  operating  a 
chain  of  theatres  would  care  to  give  me 
some  constructive  criticism  or  any  sug- 
gestions as  to  how  to  make  our  Air  Con- 
ditioning Department  more  helpful  to  you 
all,  I’d  appreciate  it. — G.  H.  S.” 


Look  out  for  all  offers  of  free  archi- 
tectural service.  Something  for  nothing 
usually  has  a catch  to  it. 


House  Appeal  is  that  something  which 
adds  a fifth  star  to  a 4-star  picture. 
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TRUE  STORIES  FROM  ALTEC  FILES 


WM.  L.  LYDSTON 
Manager, 

Bristol  Theatre, 

Bristol,  N.  H. 

Finds  Fan  Turning 
Backtvard;  Stops 
Patron  Walkouts 

BRISTOL,  N.  H.— "It  was  a hot  midsummer 
night.  Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  a mod- 
ern pressure  ventilator,  the  air  in  the  theatre 
was  stifling,”  said  William  L.  Lydston,  man- 
ager of  the  Bristol  Theatre  here.  "I  had  eight 
walkouts  during  the  evening  and  had  called 
Boston  for  a ventilation  engineer. 

"When  our  Altec  man,  F.  A.  Brown, 
called  at  the  theatre,  I told  him  my  troubles.  1 
"After  checking  the  ducts  and  dampers,  I 
Brown  crawled  into  the  fan  room.  A few 
minutes  later,  the  cool  air  began  pouring 
into  the  theatre,  and  the  system  has  worked  | 
perfectly  ever  since.  j 

"Brown  explained  that  he  found  the  fans 
turning  in  the  wrong  direction— someone 
must  have  changed  the  leads— and  that  he 
had  our  electrician  reverse  one  leg  of  the 
220  volt  3 phase  supply,  thus  restoring 
proper  rotation  and  blower  speed. 

"We  were  saved  the  expense  of  having  a 
ventilation  expert  come  up  from  Boston, 
and  the  theatre  patrons  were  comfortable 
again.  What  our  Altec  man  did  was  cer- 
tainly 'service  over  and  above  the  contract  . ” 

Without  obligation  to  yourself,  let  an  Altec  in- 
spector explain  to  you  how  Altec  can  help  in 
relieving  you  of  many  technical  worries  in  your 
theatre  operation. 


250  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 

THE  SERVICE  ORGANIZATION 
OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


Leave  Out  the  Hinge  Pin 
and  Something's  Liable 
to  Happen 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

desk,  inviting  salesmen  into  your  sanctum 
and  opening  up  the  conversation  with 
"What’s  your  price?”  you  can  expect  a 
door  to  fall  on  you.  Forget  all  about 
gadgets  as  such,  how  they  are  made  and 
how  they  work.  Tliat  information  is  not 
for  you — it  will  only  befuddle  you.  I have 
attempted  to  get  technical  with  theatre 
owners  only  to  have  one  tell  me  recently 
that  I was  a grand  “mixer-upper.” 

Ask  of  the  people  who  call  on  you,  “Who 
in  ’ell  are  you  anyway?  What  jobs  have 
you  done,  where  are  they  and  how  do  the 
owners  like  them?”  Tell  them,  “I  want  at 
least  ten  cubic  feet  per  minute  of  fresh 
air  per  seat  in  my  house,  a relative  hu- 
midity of  not  more  than  50  per  cent  at  a 
dry  bulb  temperature  of  not  more  than 
80  degrees.”  Then  ask  ’em,  “How  much?” 

The  Plan’s  the  Thing 

If  you  merely  wish  to  buy  the  apparatus 
and  have  the  installation  work  done  lo- 
cally, insist  upon  being  furnished  a plan. 
And  then  have  the  plan  followed  so  close- 
ly that  nobody  can  cook  up  an  alibi.  I 
can  check  plans  more  rapidly  than  I can 
make  them  and  am  inclined  to  cut  out 
making  them  free  gratis  and  for  nothing. 
Tliis  department  will  serve  you  by  check- 
ing any  plans  you  care  to  submit,  as  well 
as  by  giving  advice  by  letter  when  you 
ask  for  it. 

I am  an  expert  in  more  than  air  con- 
ditioning matters.  For  years  I have  prac- 
ticed with  rod  and  reel  to  learn  how  to 
gently  lead  a four-pound  bass  up  onto 
the  bank  with  a small  hook  and  light 
fishing  line,  and  many  times  I find  I have 
only  hooked  him  by  the  “skin  of  his 
teeth.”  If  I am  not  hungry,  I let  him  go. 
But  I am  hungry  now  and  am  tempted  to 
go  after  you  theatre  owners  with  shark’s 
bait.  I can  use  words  that  will  bite  like  a 
shark  and  therefore  am  well  equipped  to 
take  my  place  within  the  theatre  industry. 

If  you  people  fail  to  recognize  facts 
when  they  are  stuck  under  your  noses, 
then  the  only  thing  left  to  do  is  let  a half 
dozen  doors  fall  on  you. 

Parsons  Assumes  Charge 
of  Celotex  Production 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  The  Celotex  Corporation, 
Chicago,  111.,  Mauran  F.  Parsons  was 
elected  vice-president  in  charge  of  the 
Louisiana  operations,  with  headquarters  in 
Marrero,  Louisiana,  where  the  main  plants 
are  located. 

Mr.  Parsons  joined  The  Celotex  Corpora- 
tion in  1920  as  general  superintendent  of 
operations,  and  later  was  made  assistant 
to  the  president,  after  which  he  became 
general  manager  of  Louisiana  operations 
where  he  remained  until  his  present  ap- 
pointment. 

Previous  to  his  connection  with  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Parsons  followed  the  newsprint 
and  fiber  industry  in  many  manufactur- 
ing capacities  and  was  associated  with  the 
Great  Northern  Paper  Company,  the 
Minnesota-Ontario  Paper  Company  and  its 
insulation  division,  as  well  as  other  paper 
manufacturing  companies. 
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30,000  cfm. 
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{ncIvrfiRg  ;vciricibNj  speed  control,  belt  and 
, motor  poH'ey^^Cqurpped  with  ball  bearings  set 
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winter,  and  with  washed  air,  refrigeration,  and 
Jieynpids  cold  woter  type  cooling  coil  systems. 

• Write  today  for  free  literature. 


412*^  Prospect  Av^ue,  N.E. 
GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICHIGAN 


BLOWERS 


BEST  SLIDE  PROJECTORS^ 

^ Skillfull/  engineered  and  carefully  manufactured  from  best 
materials.  Well  ventilated.  Complete  with  10-ft.  approved  cord, 
switch,  slide  carrier,  ground  and  polished  lens  (less  lamp). 

1000  watt.  Range  75-150  ft.  With  any  focus  lens  10  to  36  in.  $35. 
500  watt  "BESTEROPTICON".  Range  up  to  75  feel. 

With  any  focus  lens  10  to 
30  inches.  $23. 

AT  YOUR  DEALERS!^ 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


COLORFUL 


Tropical  leaves  in  exotic  shades  of  tur- 
quoise, gold  and  brown  form  a striking 
pattern  for  one  of  the  new  carpets  in  the 
contract  line  of  the  Charles  P.  Cochrane 
Company.  Another  presents  a dramatic 
design  for  theatre  use  in  green,  orange  and 
gold  on  a midnight  blue  ground. 

These  recent  additions  to  the  company’s 
contract  carpet  line  reveal  new  color  and 
style  trends  in  floor  coverings  for  thea- 
tres and  other  public  institutions.  Isabel 
M.  Croce,  design  consultant,  under  whose 
direction  the  new  line  has  been  styled, 
has  introduced  period  types  of  design  and 
sophisticated  color  combinations  now  in 
demand  by  theatre  architects  and  interior 
decorators.  With  the  present  trend  to- 
ward theatre  modernization,  these  patterns 
are  designed  to  capture  favorable  atten- 
tion through  new  decorative  effects. 

Stylized  versions  of  period  designs  are 
prominent  in  the  new  line,  with  special 
emphasis  on  French  and  Georgian  pat- 
terns, classical  motifs  and  modern  types. 
Colorings  are  distinctly  different,  featur- 
ing smart  new  blendings  such  as  turquoise, 
gold  and  brown;  sea  green  and  midnight 
blue;  coral  and  black.  Clifford  R.  Wright 
has  recently  been  placed  in  charge  of 
contract  sales  for  the  Cochrane  Company. 

Star  Gazers  Find  Need 

For  Better  Insulation 

Astonishing  as  it  seems,  the  sun  at  times 
is  a nuisance  to  astronomers.  A fact  so 
true  that  the  University  of  Minnesota  had 
the  dome  of  their  recently  completed  ob- 
servatory specially  treated  with  insulation 


to  ward  off  the  hot  rays  of  summer  sun. 

A cool  interior  allows  work  to  be  done 
during  the  day.  It  also  reduces  the  pos- 
sibility of  raising  inside  temperatures 
higher  than  outside  temperatures  which 
would  otherwise  distort  the  lOt^-inch  tele- 
scope housed  within  the  structure. 

The  new  observatory  atop  the  3 1/2 -story 
Physics  Building,  located  on  the  university 
campus,  is  of  the  most  modern  type  in  de- 
sign and  construction.  Weighing  12  tons 
and  measuring  26  feet  in  diameter,  the 
dome  is  fabricated  of  structural  steel  with 
a new  type  of  structural  insulation  in  two- 
inch  thick  slabs  laid  between  the  steel 
tees.  A copper  sheeting  covers  the  shell 
on  the  weather-side  for  protection  against 
the  elements. 

Swinging  the  dome  into  any  position  so 
scientists  can  gaze  heavenward  is  done  by 
a slight  pressure  of  one  finger.  The  en- 
tire structure  rests  on  antifriction  bear- 
ings and  is  finely  balanced  to  revolve  in 
either  direction  on  its  circular  track. 

In  the  interior  of  the  observatory, 
hushed  quietness,  desirable  in  the  study  of 
the  stars,  prevails  even  when  professors 
are  holding  classes.  The  undersurface  of 
the  same  insulation  used  in  the  dome 
structure  for  controlling  interior  tempera- 
tures has  been  left  exposed  to  provide  a 
curved  ceiling  with  high  sound-absorbing 
properties. 

This  material,  which  performs  a double 
duty,  is  also  fire-resisting  and  owes  its  in- 
sulating and  sound  absorbing  values  to  the 
labyrinth  of  openings  contained  within  the 
machine-shaped  slabs.  It  derives  its  name 
“Thermax”  from  a transition  of  the  words, 
“thermal  insulation  and  maximum 
strength.” 

Since  most  astronomical  work  today  is 
carried  on  by  means  of  photography  and 
this  involves  long  exposures,  the  observa- 
tory is  especially  designed  to  keep  the  in- 
strument extremely  steady.  With  such 
complete  equipment,  these  modern  facili- 
ties will  allow  the  professors  of  Minnesota 
University  to  further  their  studies  of  the 
stars  and  planets. 

Tissue  Towels  Give 

Sanitation  at  Saving 

The  advantages  of  supplying  an  indi- 
vidual tissue  towel  service  are  now  gener- 
ally realized  by  theatre  management.  Tis- 
sue towel  service  is  flexible,  convenient, 
and  modern.  Tissue  towels  have  replaced 
the  outmoded  cloth  towel.  The  reasons 
for  this  are  obvious:  The  tissue  towel  is 
individual,  it  is  used  by  only  one  person 
and  only  once;  the  health  of  the  user 
and  that  of  others  is  thus  protected.  The 
type  of  dispensing  unit  will  either  pro- 
mote economy  or  make  for  wastefulness. 
Further,  it  may  enhance  or  detract  from 
washroom  appearance.  Soft,  absorbent 
tissue  towels  which  are  strong  and 
“stretchy”  give  comfort  and  satisfaction 
and  cleanliness. 
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Brite-Chrome 

Display 

Frames 

Can^t  Tarnish 

Can^t  Rust 

tt-  ■ 

Indoors  or  Outdoors 

N 

You  know  how  the  chromium 
plating  on  your  car  defies  rust  and 
tarnish.  Now  you  can  grace  your 
lobby  and  entrance  with  attractive 
Display  Frames  that  also  remain 
brilliant  indefinitely. 

They  are  Brite-Chrome  Display 
Frames — all-steel  with  new  rigid 
corner  construction  — nickel  plated, 
then  heavily  chromium  plated. 
Indoors  or  out  they  always  retain 
their  eye-catching  brilliance. 

Four  kinds — insert  frames,  wall 
frames,  easel  frames,  wall-cabinet 
frames.  Prices  are  surprisingly  low, 
starting  at  60c.  Sizes  to  fit  all  stand- 
ard cards,  and  many  others. 

Stainless  steel  frames  made  on 
special  order. 

See  your  Supply  House,  or  write 
us  direct  for  complete  information. 


METAL  GOODS  CORP. 

ST.  lOUIS  ond  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 
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Washroom  Sanitation  a "Must''  Rule 
of  Theatre  Management 

By  William  Flatow,  Jr.* 


N NO  other  industry  is  proper  sanita- 
tion and  cleanliness  of  such  great  im- 
portance. On  the  one  hand,  it  is  a 
definite  duty  for  a theatre’s  management 
to  provide  washroom  facilities  which  are 
sanitary  so  that  the  public’s  health  may 
not  be  endangered  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  public  demands  that  clean  facilities 
be  offered.  In  many  cities  definite  health 
codes  have  been  drawn  up  which  must  be 
adhered  to  and  it  is  foolish  to  evade  the 
law  for  any  reason  or  if  there  is  no  law 
not  to  keep  a theatre’s  washrooms  in 
sanitary  condition. 

Over  the  last  two  decades,  a great  deal 
of  stress  has  been  placed  on  the  import- 
ance of  clean  and  healthy  surroundings 
and  the  public  demands  to  a great  ex- 
tent that  such  levels  be  adhered  to.  One 
particular  industry  which,  of  course,  can- 
not be  compared  to  the  theatre  industry, 
has  publicized  to  a great  extent  the  high 
standard  at  which  its  washrooms  are 
maintained.  Over  the  past  year,  in  the 
gasoline  industry,  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  spent  by  leading  gasoline  manufac- 
turers bringing  to  the  attention  of  the 


public  the  sanitary  condition  of  their  ser- 
vice station  washrooms. 

Public  Interest  Aroused 

This  is  proof  enough,  since  such  ad- 
vertising campaigns  are  still  going  strong, 
and  the  public  will  patronize  those  places 
where  the  washroom  facilities  are  of  a 
high  character.  Similarly,  in  the  theatre 
industry,  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
the  building  and  washrooms  be  kept  at  a 
high  standard. 

Although  it  is  important  that  the  main 
sections,  such  as  the  lobby  and  the 
auditorium,  are  properly  maintained  at  all 
times,  it  is  doubly  important  that  the 
theatre  washrooms  be  of  a character  that 
will  reflect  the  interest  of  the  manage- 
ment to  serve  their  patrons  in  a satis- 
factory manner. 

Theatre  washrooms  probably  have  a 
larger  percentage  of  users  to  total  at- 
tendance than  any  other  public  institution. 
Since  so  many  patrons  of  the  theatre  use 
the  washrooms,  it  is  important  that  they 
be  kept  in  suitable  condition  at  all  times. 
This  does  not  necessitate  having  attend- 
ants for  the  convenience  of  the  customer 
as  there  is  proper  equipment  on  the  mar- 
ket of  a self-service  character  and  also 


proper  maintenance  materials  to  keep  the 
washrooms  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

It  is  of  primary  importance  to  have  a 
clean  washroom.  Tliis  can  be  effected  by 
means  of  the  use  of  a proper  cleansing 
disinfectant.  The  proper  disinfectant  will 
not  only  remove  stains  but  will  also  help 
to  combat  obnoxious  odors  which  may 
arise  through  constant  use  of  the  wash- 
room. 

Selection  Important 

There  are  a great  number  of  different 
disinfectants  on  the  market  today  and  it 
is  important  that  one  select  that  disinfec- 
tant which  is  the  most  suitable  for  the 
work  to  be  done. 

For  the  protection  of  the  purchaser,  dis- 
infectants made  by  recognized  and  reput- 
able manufacturers  carry  the  relative 
strength  of  the  disinfectant  on  the  label. 
This  strength  is  determined  by  a test  de- 
veloped by  the  Food  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  compares  the  disin- 
fectant against  a culture  of  Eb.  Typhosa. 
The  disinfecting  value  is  measured  against 
pure  carbolic  acid  and,  therefore,  the 
phenol  coefficient,  which  is  a result  of 
this  test,  is  a definite  measure  of  the 
strength  of  the  disinfectant. 

Since  for  most  practical  cleaning  pur- 
poses, it  is  important  that  the  emulsion 
be  equal  to  a 5 per  cent  solution  of  car- 
bolic acid,  a disinfectant  should  be  chosen 
that  has  a relatively  high  phenol  coef- 
ficient. By  using  such  a disinfectant,  the 
proper  value  will  be  contained  in  the 
solution  and  a minimum  quantity  of  the 
disinfectant  need  be  used. 

In  those  washrooms  where  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  traffic,  it  may  also  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  some  method  of  efficient 
deodorization.  In  this  regard,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  automatic  drip  machines  be 
used.  The  proper  machine  need  only  be 
filled  once  a month  to  constantly  drip  a 
certain  amount  of  deodorizing  fluid  into 
the  urinals  and  toilet  bowls  at  intervals 
during  the  day  and  night.  They  do  not 
require  any  attention  and  help  eliminate 
many  odors  which  may  seep  out  into  the 
theatre  proper. 

In  those  washrooms  which  do  not  have 
a great  deal  of  traffic,  deodorizing  cakes 
may  be  used  for  eliminating  bad  odors. 

Soap  and  Towel  Service 

Satisfactory  washing  facilities  should 
also  be  provided  for  the  patrons.  To  be- 
gin with,  soap  dispensers  should  be  used 
with  a high  quality  liquid  soap.  There  is 
a soap  dispenser  on  the  market  today 
which  incorporates  a lathering  device  that 
not  only  provides  a more  satisfactory 
method  of  dispensing  liquid  soap  but  also 
reduces  the  soap  consumption  to  40  or  50 
per  cent. 

Paper  towels  should  be  on  hand  in  clean 
sanitary  metal  box  containers.  An  im- 
portant precaution  is  that  the  proper  grade 
of  paper  towel  be  selected  which,  in  the 
long  run,  will  prove  most  economical  to 
the  theatre  management.  If  a cheap  towel 
is  used,  the  patron  will  use  more  towels 
of  this  grade  to  dry  the  hands  and,  there- 
fore, contrary  to  the  belief  that  the  cost 
will  be  less  by  buying  the  cheaper  towel, 
the  service  will  be  more  expensive  than 
if  the  better  grade  of  towel  had  been 
selected. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  women  pat- 


*oj  West  Disinfecting  Cornvany. 


Modern  washroom  efficiency  is 
expressed  in  these  two  views. 
In  the  upper  picture  liquid  soap 
dispensers  and  other  sanitary 
and  saving  fixtures  are  to  be 
noted.  Below  is  to  be  found  the 
application  of  automatic  drip 
machines  to  eliminate  urinal 
odors.  (Photos  courtesy  West 
Disinfecting  Company.) 
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rons,  sanitary  napkin  vending  machines 
should  be  installed  in  the  women’s  wash- 
rooms. Tliese  machines  are  rented  free  of 
charge  to  the  theatre  management  and 
dispense  individually  wrapped  sanitary 
napkins  for  a nominal  price.  A certain 
percentage  of  this  return  is  received  by 
the  theatre  management  and,  therefore, 
this  convenience  not  only  proves  to  be  a 
definite  convenience  item  appreciated  by 
the  women  patrons  but  also  permits  a 
small  per  cent  of  profit  for  the  manage- 
ment. 

By  following  the  above  suggestions  of 
providing  proper  washroom  sanitation,  it 
is  certain  that  the  appearance  of  the  the- 
atre’s washrooms  will  be  greatly  enhanced. 
Whatever  money  is  spent  for  keeping  the 
washrooms  in  proper  sanitary  condition, 
the  theatre  management  will  in  time  bene- 
fit to  a very  great  extent  since  the  pub- 
lic will  quickly  realize  the  high  institu- 
tional character  and  community  duty 
which  the  theatre  itself  is  performing. 

It  is  important  to  keep  the  good  will 
of  the  theatre  patron  and  there  is  no 
better  way  to  hurt  his  feelings  than  to 
offer  a dirty  and  unkept  washroom  for  his 
own  personal  use. 


New  Lighting  Fixture 

Serves  as  Insect  Trap 

A number  of  devices  have  been  developed 
in  recent  years  to  trap  night-flying  bugs, 
which  are  attracted  by  the  brilliant  illumi- 
nation of  theatre  marquees  during  the 
summer  seasons  and  thus  present  a prob- 
lem to  management. 

One  of  the  newest  and  most  successful 
of  those  available  is  the  Miller  Light  Trap, 
designed  to  serve  the  two-fold  purpose  of 
trapping  insects  and  providing  useful  il- 
lumination. The  device  consists  of  a globe 
made  of  Genco  diffusing  glass  which  has 
its  sides  pierced  with  three  funneled  slots 
leading  to  the  interior  which  contains  a 
100-  or  150-watt  Mazda  lamp. 

Insects  are  attracted  into  the  slots  by 
the  brilliant  bulb  and,  once  inside  the 
globe,  they  are  quickly  exterminated  by 
the  superheated  air.  The  imit  comes  with 
or  without  a removable  bottom  for  dump- 
ing the  accumulations  of  dried  insects.  It 
is  available  with  a ceiling  holder  for  per- 
manent installation  and  also  with  a port- 
able attachment  fitter  for  screwing  into 
an  ordinary  ceiling  socket. 


Ventilation  Imperative 

In  Theatre  Restrooms 

The  United  States  Public  Health  Ser- 
vice recommends  that  the  temperature  of 
toilet  rooms  should  be  lower  than  that  of 
other  portions  of  a public  building.  They 
should  not  be  cold  enough  to  chill  per- 
sons using  the  facilities,  however.  One 
thing  is  essential — provision  always  should 
be  made  for  constant  and  thorough  venti- 
lation, whether  this  is  from  a window  ex- 
haust fan,  a blower  fan  or  forced  draft. 
By  and  large,  the  use  of  plenty  of  fresh 
air  instead  of  disinfectants  and  deodoriz- 
ing chemicals  is  sound  practice.  Certain 
states  require  windows  to  be  opened  fre- 
quently or  insist  upon  the  use  of  artificial 
ventilation.  When  exhaust  fans  are  used, 
the  destination  of  the  exhaust  must  be 
watched  and  properly  directed. 


Another  example  of  the  flexibility  of  the  Wngrner  Multiple-Si^e  ^Letter  is  shown  in  this  installa- 
tion in  the  new  Santa  Fe  Theatre. 


Wagner  Sign  Service,  Inc.  Are  the 
Originators 

of  Changeable  Silhouette  Letters 

as  so  popularly  used  today 

Their  EXCLUSIVE  Right 

to  manufacture  such  equipment  under  patents  No.  2,048,040  and  No.  2,119,430 
was  established  by  a decree  of  the  U.  S.  District  Court  at  Chicago,  entered 
on  June  21,  1939,  in  a suit  by  Wagner  against  an  infringing  manufacturer 
and  theatre  user. 

• 

BE  SAFE— USE  WAGNER  LETTERS 
WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 

218  S.  Hoyne  Ave CHICAGO  123  W.  64th  St NF>W  YORK 

706  K.  Hancork  Ave DETROIT  6 Britain  St TORONTO 

Pacific  Coast  Representative:  B.  F.  Shearer  Company 
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Three  Cases  of  Show  Saving  Not  Found 
in  the  Text  Books 

By  H.  S.  Morris* 


ON  RARE  occa- 
sions, the  recipe 
for  keeping  the 
show  going  doesn’t 
come  out  of  the  regu- 
lar scientific  cook- 
book. And  while  the 
recipes  in  these  three 
cases  I’m  going  to  re- 
late would  make  a 
conscientious  engineer 
wince  right  out  loud, 
the  answer  is — count- 
ing in  a big  helping  of  luck — they  worked! 
Even  the  boys  who  cooked  up  these  recipes 
wouldn’t  be  caught  dead  recommending 
such  shennanigans,  even  though  they  did 
meet — and  save — a situation. 


“.  . . an  ice  pack  on  the  gerierator  . . 


I 


Case  No.  1 


On  a midsummer  day.  Inspector  Essex 
answered  an  emergency  call  from  the  Mon- 
roe Theatre,  in  New  York  City.  The  motor 
of  the  KS-5259-C7  motor  generator  was 
running  slow  and  excessively  hot.  It  didn’t 
help  matters  any  that  the  brushes  were 
sparking  badly. 

Yes,  there  was  a replacement  motor 
available — but  the  manager,  good  show- 
man that  he  v/as,  said:  “Unless  it’s  abso- 
lutely necessary,  I don’t  want  the  perform- 
ance interrupted.  What  can  you  do — with- 
out stopping  the  motor?’’ 

Well,  if  you  couldn’t  stop  the  motor, 
" there  was  only  one  thing  you  could  do. 

Reduce  the  heat  of  the  generator  so  the 
bearings  wouldn’t  freeze  up  and  burn  out 
the  windings. 

Quickly  Essex  reasoned  as  follows:  If 
i your  head  is  feverish,  you  put  an  ice  pack 

on  it,  don’t  you?  All  right!  we’ll  put  an 


*Mr.  Morris  is  a staff  engineer  of  the 
Altec  Service  Corporation. 


ice  pack  on  the  generator!  Essex  fixed 
up  an  ice  pack  around  each  bearing,  and 
then  got  the  largest  electric  fan  he  could 
lay  hands  on.  Turning  the  fan  full  blast 
on  the  motor,  swathed  in  its  ice  packs, 
Essex  then  applied  sandpaper  to  the  com- 
mutator to  stop  as  much  of  the  sparking 
as  possible.  Net  result:  Theatre  remained 
in  operation  for  the  remainder  of  the  day 
without  interruption. 

Case  No.  2 

This  one  happened  at  the  Byrd  Theatre, 
in  Norfolk,  Va.  Inspector  Mewborn  re- 
sponded to  a call  from  Manager  Hall.  One 
of  the  drives  has  just  stuck.  Please  hurry! 
Speed,  Manager  HaU  indicated,  was  of  es- 
sence. 

In  the  meantime,  the  projectionist  did 
a little  quick  thinking,  so  when  Mewborn 
arrived,  the  show  was  still  in  full  operation. 
The  breakdown  which  created  the  trouble 
call  was  caused  by  one  of  the  bearings  of 
the  707-type  drive  freezing.  The  bind-up 
occurred  as  the  machine  was  coming  to  a 
stop  at  the  completion  of  a reel.  After 
starting  up  the  other  machine  to  keep  the 
show  going,  here’s  what  the  projectionist 
did: 

He  disconnected  the  705- A shaft  which 
drives  the  707-type  drive.  Then  he  re- 
moved the  sound  sprocket  from  the  shaft 
and  drove  out  of  the  sprocket  the  pin  which 
normally  engages  in  the  keyway  of  the 
drive  shaft.  Then  he  replaced  the  sprocket 
on  the  shaft.  Since  the  pin  had  been  re- 


. . Speed,  he  indicated,  was  of  the 
essence  . . 


moved,  the  sprocket  was  free  to  rotate 
on  the  shaft. 

By  the  time  the  other  machine  had  fin- 
ished the  reel,  the  projectionist  had  the 


broken-down  machine  threaded  in  the 
usual  manner,  with  the  film  going  arormd 
the  sound  sprocket.  But  with  a difference 
— the  sprocket  was  now  able  to  rotate  or 
idle  freely  on  the  stationary  sprocket  shaft! 

Naturally,  the  sound  quality  produced 
by  this  unorthodox  threading  wouldn’t 
make  Lily  Pons’  voice  sound  any  better,  but 
— the  show  was  kept  going! 


a fan,  the  largest  available,  and 
plenty  of  fuses  . . 

Case  No.  3 

Here  the  rectifier  was  the  devil  in  the 
drama.  In  the  Grand  Theatre,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  the  rectifier  supplying  DC  current 
to  the  arc  lamp  started  acting  tempera- 
mental, and  the  manager  couldn’t  con- 
tact an  electrician.  Knowing  Altecman 
Welshonce  would  gladly  give  him  a hand, 
he  called  him. 

Welshonce,  arriving  at  the  theatre  a few 
minutes  later,  found  the  condition  of  the 
sound  equipment  okay,  but  the  house  lights 
on,  and  the  equipment  wasn’t  operating  be- 
cause of  trouble  in  the  arc  equipment. 
Tire  copper-oxide  rectifier  was  hot,  the 
60-amp  fuses  were  blowing,  and  the  out- 
put to  one  machine  was  low. 

Welshonce  recommended  that  (a)  the 
theatre  should  run  on  one  machine  at  a 
time, — that  is,  only  one  of  the  machines 
on  during  the  changeover  interval,  (b)  the 
arc  lamp  current  be  kept  down  as  low  as 
possible,  (c)  a fan — the  largest  available — 
should  be  turned  on  the  rectifier,  and  (d) 
a new  supply  of  60-amp  fuses  be  obtained. 
Then,  stand  by  with  a handful  and  re- 
place the  fuses  as  they  blow  out. 

Well,  the  best  you  can  say  for  this 
“horse  and  buggy  doctor”  treatment  was — 
that  it  worked.  Of  course.  Lady  Luck 
was  present  in  a big  way.  It  was  lucky, 
for  example,  at  both  the  Grand  and  the 
Monroe  theatres,  that  the  ice  packs  and 
the  fans  worked.  If  the  conditions  had 
been  more  serious  there  would  have  been 
no  alternative  to  stopping  the  show  to  re- 
pair the  damage. 

It  was  the  sheerest  luck,  too,  that  the 
projectionist’s  expedient  worked  at  the 


Have  You  a Problem? 

Conductors  of  the  CINE'  CLINIC  will  be 
glad  to  answer  questions  relating  to  problems 
of  projection  and  sound  operation  and  prac- 
tices through  these  columns.  State  your  prob- 
lem clearly,  detailing  symptoms  of  trouble. 
Answers  to  questions  of  general  interest  will 
l>e  published  in  a later  Issue,  identified  by  In- 
quirer’s initials  only.  Should  you  desire  pri- 
vate information  or  advice,  enclose  stamp  for 
reply.  Address  The  MODERN  THEATRE, 
Room  334,  333  S.  SUchigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  IlL 
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Byrd  Theatre.  Ordinarily,  the  sound 
sprocket  fits  very  tightly  on  the  shaft  of 
the  707-type  drive.  So  tightly,  in  fact,  that 
removing  the  pin  from  the  sprocket  still 
wouldn’t  have  allowed  the  sprocket  to  ro- 
tate freely  on  the  shaft.  Yes,  and  there 
was  the  additional  danger  of  causing  a 
worn  and  scored  shaft  by  allowing  the 
sprocket  to  rotate  on  the  shaft,  since  the 
sprocket  bore  is  not  ground  to  a polished 
bearing  surface. 

However,  it  just  goes  to  show  how  a little 
ingenuity,  mixed  with  plenty  of  luck  and 
some  common  horse  sense,  can  keep  a 
show  on  the  sheet  when  by  rights  the 
projectionist  would  expect  to  reach  for 
that  distress  signal,  the  “One  Moment 
Please!”  slide. 


Modernization  and  Expan- 
sion Build  Community 
Good  Will 

(Continued  from  page  57) 

way,  to  a lounge,  16'  6"x45',  on  the  mez- 
zanine level,  and  into  their  balcony  sec- 
tion, which  seats  282.  The  mezzanine 
lounge  is  designed  with  a series  of  large 
half-round  arches  reaching  from  the  floor 
to  the  highest  point  of  the  ceiling,  and 
also  has  unusual  curved  stair  railings.  Its 
soft-toned  blue  and  gray  walls  and  color- 
ful carpeting  frame  a setting  made  up  of 
ornamental  etched  glass  and  chromium 
lighting  fixtures,  modernistic  terra  cotta 
drinking  fountain,  and  comfortable  chrome 
and  leather  furniture.  Rest  rooms  for  men 
and  women  adjoin  the  general  lounge,  and 
an  added  convenience  is  the  poudre  room 
for  women,  containing  four  make-up 
shelves  and  mirrors. 

Since  members  of  the  colored  race  form 
an  important  part  of  the  theatre’s  regu- 
lar patronage,  a special  stairway  has  been 
provided  for  them  at  the  right-hand  end 
of  the  foyer,  by  means  of  which  they  pass 


OF  COURSE 

YOU'RE  INTERESTED 


New  improvements  and  better  performance 
of  AUTODRAPE  Curtain  Machines  means 
lower  operating  cost.  As  a step  to  economy 
we  offer  the  dependable  No.  145  AUTO- 
DRAPE. You  get — 32%  more  power  capa- 
city through  the  use  of  a 1/3  h.  p.  motor 
Instead  of  a 1/4  h.  p.  motor — automatic 
overload  protective  breaker — many  other 
advantages  ...  all  at  no  Increase  in  price. 
The  greatest  value  ever  offered.  Of  course 
you’re  interested  in 

aulo^Tape 

CURTAIN  MACHINES 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office: 

230  W.  42nd  St.,  New  York  City 
Also  Manufacturers  of  Allentown  Steel 
Curtain  Tracks  and  Curtain  Machines 


to  a second  lounge,  12'  9"x29',  located  di- 
rectly above  the  general  lounge,  with  rest 
rooms  for  men  and  women  adjoining.  A 
balcony  section  seating  117  is  especially 
reserved  for  the  use  of  colored  patrons. 

Balcony  traffic  is  handled  by  means  of 
two  aisles  and  two  cross  aisles,  the  col- 
ored section  being  separated  from  the  re- 
mainder of  the  seating  by  railings  and 
gates  which  can  be  opened  quickly  in  case 
of  emergency. 

Unique  in  Lighting  Effect 

In  keeping  with  late  practice  in  theatre 
design,  no  ceiling  fixtures  are  used  in  the 
auditorium  proper,  but  the  entire  interior 
may  be  floodlighted  in  three-color  effects 
from  a series  of  long  chromium  and  glass 
side  wall  fixtures  of  modern  design. 

The  auditorium  tapers  slightly  toward 
the  stage  opening,  33'x28',  which  does  not 
have  a formal  proscenium  arch,  but  de- 
pends upon  luxurious  blue  and  silver  dra- 
peries to  frame  the  screen.  The  stage  is 
14'  6"  deep  by  35'  wide,  with  a height 
sufficient  to  fly  the  screen  and  horns,  to 
allow  the  presentation  of  the  average  unit 
show. 

Auditorium  walls  and  ceiling  are  painted 
in  shades  of  blue,  gray  and  silver,  with 
wide  pilasters  and  overhead  beams  deco- 
rated in  lightening  shades  ranging  from 
a rich  midnight  blue  to  the  most  delicate 
baby  blue. 

All  seating  throughout  the  house  is  ar- 
ranged in  32"  rows,  back  to  back;  most 
of  the  seats  are  comfortable  20"  chairs. 
The  orchestra  section  is  divided  into  two 
banks,  with  center  aisle  and  two  wall 
aisles. 

Projection  room,  10'  6"xl8',  located  at 
the  rear  of  the  balcony,  contains  toilet 
facilities  for  the  operators,  and  is  also 
air-conditioned  for  their  comfort.  Gen- 
erator room,  7'x5'  adjoins  the  projection 
room. 

The  entire  theatre  ceiling  is  insulated 
with  a layer  of  rock  wool.  'Tlie  building 
is  completely  air-conditioned  by  an  en- 
tirely automatic  system,  using  two  40 
h.  p.  compressors  for  summer  cooling,  and 
indirect  steam  for  winter  heat. 

Theatre  Supply  Men 

Travel  Extensively 

According  to  figures  just  released.  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Company  repre- 
sentatives travel  over  their  respective  ter- 
ritories at  the  rate  of  3,792  miles  a day, 
or  the  equivalent  of  a journey  around  the 
world  every  QYz  days. 

Since  old  mother  earth’s  circumference 
today  is  listed  at  24,900  miles,  these  men 
in  traveling  1,400,000  miles  a year  to  call 
on  their  customers  went  56  times  around 
the  world.  This  is  exclusive  of  special 
night-time  and  emergency  service  calls 
made  at  all  hours  by  the  service  crew. 

As  the  supply  men  travel  by  car,  their 
purchases  of  gasoline  alone  in  their  own 
local  territories  totaled  over  100,000  gal- 
lons in  addition  to  oil,  tires  and  repairs, 
aU  purchased  from  dealers  in  the  sales- 
men’s own  localities. 

Add  food,  drinks,  hotel  charges  and  taxes 
for  highway  upkeep  and  it  appears  that 
the  equipment  men,  besides  maintaining 
themselves  and  their  families  as  “home 
folks”  and  members  of  the  community  in 
their  respective  territories  also  leave  a tidy 
cash  sum  each  year  in  the  towns  they  visit 
while  calling  on  their  customers. 


White,  Silver  and 
Shatter-Proof  Beaded 


For  Those  Who 
Plan  On 


fe'alJIliil  Better  Patronage 

Good  showmanship  demands  equip- 
ment that  shows  pictures  at  their  best. 
With  a gray  or  soiled  screen  you  risk 
lost  patronage.  Replace  now  with  a 
new  Da-Lite  Screen  of  the  right  surface 
and  increase  house  appeal  and  profits. 


Da-Llte  Screen  Co./  Inc. 

2725  N.  Crawford  live..  Chicago.  111. 


‘iransVerteR 

Enjoys  Toting  a Good, 

Big  Overload 

It  "can  take  it"  when  other  types 
of  current  conversion  would  fold 
up  under  like  conditions. 

Ask  about  its  many  other  ad- 
vantages. 

Consult  the  nearest  office  of  The 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  in 
Canada,  General  Theatre  Supply 
Co.;  or  write  us. 

The  Hertner  Electric  Co. 

12695  Elmwood  Ave.,  Cleveland,  O.,  U.S.A. 

Exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the  Transverter 
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WHAT  YOU  MAY  NEED 
AND  WHERE  TO  FIND  IT 


REMODELING? 

You  can  dress  up  your  lobby  at  a very 
cost  with 

DE-FI  CHROME  METAL  INSERT  FRAMES 

All  standard  sizes. 

See  your  supply  dealer  or  write  direct  for 
sample,  (No  Charge) 

DE-FI  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

1“  No.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


AVHEN  YOU  FASTEN  ANYTHING 
IN  MASONRY,  DEPEND  ON  THESE 
CHICAGO  PKODDCTS 
Expansion  nuts  where  exterior  finish 
is  important. 

Four  theatre  style  expansion  bolts 
for  fastening  theatre  seats  perma- 
nently. 

Brill  points,  chucks  and  setting  tools. 
SEE  YOUR  DEALER  — or  write  us. 

CHICAGO  EXPANSION  BOLT  CO. 

Room  601,  134  S.  Clinton  St.,  Chicago 


MODERN  THEATRE  LIGHTING 


Side  wall,  cellingf  and  exit  fixtures  de- 
signed for  beauty  and  soft  colored 
lighting.  Presenting  new  ideas  and 
methods  in  interior  lighting  fixtures. 
Special  fixtures  to  order.  Write  for 
descriptive  folder  and  low  prices. 

MODERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

Grand  Rapids Michigan 


COMPLETE 

SOUND 

SYSTEMS 


SOUND  HEADS  AMPLIFIERS 

TWO-WAY  HORN  SYSTEMS 

THE  BALLANTYNE  CO. 

222  NO.  16TH  ST.  OMAHA,  NEBR. 


You  Clean  Your  Own  Screen 

Suction  cleans  screens,  lamp  houses.  aJl  floor 
surfaces,  box  and  balcony  fronts,  drapes, 
curtains,  everything  without  removal  or 
scaffolds  with  the  Specialized  Super  Theatre 
Cleaner.  Saves  its  cost  over  and  over  again. 
Free  trial.  Ask  your  wholesaler  or  write 

The  National  Super  Service  Co. 

1941  No.  12th  street,  Toledo,  Ohio,  D.  S.  A. 


© 

GENERAL 


GENERAL 

SEATING 

COMPANY 


ADLER  SILHOUETTE 
LETTERS  and  STAINLESS 
STEEL  SUPPORTING  FRAMES 

in  All  Sizes  and  Constructions. 

Protected  by  National  Patent  Corp. 

ADLER  SIGN  LETTER  COMPANY 

2909  Indiana  Ave.  CHICAGO 


Quick,  £asi/  Waif  fo  Make 

LOBBY  DISPLAYS 


Now,  make  swell  business  getting 
lobby  displays.  Less  time.  Less 
work.  Simply  trace  enlargements 
of  photos,  ads,  etc.,  in  natural 
color  with  Postoscope  Projector. 
Anyone  can  do  it. 

Get  full  details,  liberal 
TRIAL  OFFER,  low 
prices  now.  Write 

F.  D.  KEES  MFG.  COMPANY 

Dept.  102  Beatrice,  Nebraska 


FREE 


IMPROVE  HEARING  CONDITIONS-BOOST  EARNINGS  WITH 

j.  r A I N T » B L I PERMANENT 

AcOUSTI-nELOTEX 

THE  CELOTEX  CORPORATION 

919  N.  MICHIGAN  AVE.  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


NEW  SEAT  CATALOG 
NOW  READY  — WRITE 

Pictures  and  describes 
all  types  Peabody  The- 
atre Seats.  Attractive 
modern  designs.  Comfort- 
able quality  seats  for 
every  theatre  need.  Free 
Catalog  sent  on  request. 

Peabody  Seating  Co. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 
BARGAINS— 

You'll  Find  Them  Regularl-y 
in  THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 

in 
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GREEN 

AND 

YELLOW 


ORANGE 

AND 

RED 


HISH  INTENSITY  LIGHT 


COLOR  COMPOSITION 


The  even  eolor  balance  of  liigli 
intensity  jjrojection  light  gives 
natural  and  pleasing  screen  r<*- 
prodnction  of  color  features. 

Lack  of  l)lne  and  excess  ol 
red  in  low  intensity  |)rojection 
light  distort  the  natural  hues 
and  heantv  of  eolor  features. 


32% 


AND 

YELLDW 


LOW  INTENSITY  LIGHT 


VOLUME  OP SCRCEN  LIGHT 2.7’! 


SIMPLIFIED  HIGH  IHTENSITY  PROJECTION  - 6200  SCREEN  LUMENS 


LOW  INTENSITY  PROJECTION 
2300  SCREEN  LUMENS 


Sinij)lilied  1 1 igh  J niensit  \ 
|)rojection  provides  2.7 
times  the  volume  of 
screen  illumination  ob- 
tained from  low  intensity 
lamps.  This  gives  a clear 
screen  image  at  a com- 
fortable level  of  general 
illumination. 


Simplified  High  Intensity 
lamps  provide  2.5  times  as 
much  screen  light  per  watt 
as  low  intensity.  You  cannot 
afford  to  retain  low  intensity 
projection  when  a few  cents 
more  per  day  will  give  you 
snow  white  projection  light  in 
more  than  twice  the  volume. 


EFFICIENCY  OF LIGHTPR0DUCTI0N2.5il 


r. 


SIMPLIFIED  HIGH  INTENSITY  PROJECTION  - 1.60  SCREEN  LUMENS  PER  WATT 


ASK  YOUR  DEALER  TO  SHOW  YOU  THE  LOW  GOST  AND  BOX 
OFFICE  VALUE  OF  MODERN  HIGH  INTENSITY  PROJECTION 


LOW  INTENSITY  PROJECTION 
0.63  SCREEN  LUMENS  PER  WATT 


SIMPLIFIED 
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The  ivords  ^''National"  and  Snprex''^  are  trade-marks  of  National  Carbon  Company^  Inc. 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC.j 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  |I|NN  and  Carbon  Corporation  j 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO  j 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  i 

BRAACA  SALES  OEFICES:  JLEW  lOM  PIIISUJIGJI  CJOCAGO  SAN  .EBANCISCH^ 


Q|  MECHANISM 
OI  PEDESTAL 

LAMPHOUSE  and  MAGAZINE  I 


★★★★80UNI 


MEDIUM  SIZE  THEATRE 
NEED  FOR  SETTER 
PROJECTION  and  SOUN 

AT 

SUBSTANTIA 

SAVINGS 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 

BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJECTOR 
CORPORATION 

88-96  GOLD  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 


NEWS 


AND  VIEWS 


THE 


PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 

EXHAUSTIVE  FEDERAL  INVESTIGATION  AT  FILM 
CAPITAL'S  DOOR;  TAX  STUDY  IS  INCLUDED 


Labor  Welcomes  Federal  Probe 

Los  Angeles — The  American  Federation  of  Labor's  central  labor  council,  in  an 
open  letter  to  Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy,  promises  full  cooperation  in  the  gov- 
ernment's probe  of  industry  affairs  launched  this  week  here  by  Charles  Ccrr.  At 
the  same  time,  the  council  charges  Murphy  has  been  induced  to  aid  the  CIO  studio 
drive  and  blames  the  national  labor  relations  board  for  the  current  labor  strife.  The 
United  Studio  Technicians  Guild  also  wired  Murphy  welcoming  the  investigation 
and  pleadmg  for  an  NLRB  order  to  hold  an  election  to  determine  the  studio  bargain- 
ing group. 

Support  ofAAAA  Jurisdiction 
Claim  Blunts  Strike  Threat 


Labor  Racketeering,  Anti- 
Trust  Violations  Are 
Probe's  Quarries 

The  film  capital,  living  up  to  its  never- 
a-dull-moment  reputation,  emerged  from 
its  recent  siege  of  labor  pains  to  find  it- 
self suddenly  precipitated  into  the  midst 
of  what  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most 
exhaustive  Federal  investigations  into  var- 
ious phases  of  production  and  personal  ac- 
tivity ever  to  confront  it.  This  latest 
headache  became  a reality  with  the  ar- 
rival of  Charles  H.  Carr,  assistant  to  At- 
torney-General Frank  Murphy,  to  open  his 
probe  into  the  following  possibilities: 

1.  Charges  of  labor  racketeering  and  the 
reported  $100,000  payoff  to  William  Bioff, 
then  of  the  lATSE,  by  producers,  as  well 
as  an  alleged  producer-IA  combine  to 
stifle  union  activities  in  the  studios;  also 
to  determine  whether  producers  may  have 
been  “sandbagged”  into  signing  any  labor 
contracts. 

2.  Allegations  that  the  major  producers 
and  distributors  have  acted  in  restraint  of 
trade  through  reported  violations  of  the 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  Act. 

3.  Asserted  income  tax  evasions  by  Jos- 
eph, M.  Schenck,  Joseph  H.  Moskowitz, 
William  Bioff,  Arthur  W.  Stebbins,  Wil- 
liam Goetz,  Darryl  Zanuck,  William  B. 
Dover,  Bertram  Nayfack,  Harry  Kadis  and 
others  unnamed. 

4.  The  merger  which  created  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox in  1933,  to  determine  an  alleged 
income  tax  liability  of  from  $4,000,000  to 
$6,000,000  incurred  during  that  time. 

Carr’s  instructions  were  contained  in 
two  letters,  signed  by  Murphy  and  by 
Matthew  E.  McGuire,  one  of  Murphy’s  as- 
sistants, which  Carr  filed  with  U.  S.  dis- 
trict court.  He  announced  he  would 
launch  his  investigation  immediately,  with 
indications  his  findings  may  be  returned 
to  the  federal  grand  jury  when  it  is  im- 
paneled about  mid-September.  Carr  will 
confer  with  the  lATSE,  its  defunct  local 
37,  officers  of  the  producers  association, 
and  executives  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
United  Artists,  Columbia,  Universal,  Loew’s, 
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Hollywood,  which  has  been  suffering 
from  a bad  case  of  jitters  during  the  past 
three  weeks,  while  those  engaged  in  pro- 
duction saw  looming  the  most  drastic 
strike  in  many  months,  relaxed  with  word 
from  Atlantic  City  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor’s  executive  council 
had  upheld  the  Associated  Actors  and 
Artistes  of  America  in  its  battle  to  retain 
jurisdiction  over  all  performers  in  the 
amusement  field.  The  decision  recom- 
mended that  the  lATSE  surrender  its 
claim  to  control  over  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Actors  and  that  the  AFA  be  re- 
instated in  the  AAAA. 

The  elation  was  clouded  only  tempor- 
arily upon  word  that  the  AAAA  had  re- 
jected the  AFL  proposal,  the  consensus 
holding  here  that  the  major  battle  was 
won  and  that  minor  details  alone  stood 
in  the  way  of  permanent  peace.  Talent 
representatives  returned  Thursday  to  At- 
lantic City  for  further  conferences. 


Inc.,  and  Warner  Bros.  It  is  considered 
probable  he  will  first  huddle  with  Albert 
J.  Law,  special  department  of  justice  in- 
vestigator, who  has  been  marking  time 
here  following  a lengthy  investigation  into 
charges  that  major  film  distributors  and 
Fox  West  Coast  have  violated  anti-trust 
ordinances. 


The  result  of  the  AFL’s  action,  coupled 
with  the  signing  of  a producer-IATSE  pact 
placing  ten  lA  locals  in  the  studio  basic 
agreement,  definitely  removes  two  of  a 
trio  of  major  hurdles  which  had  been  ob- 
structing the  path  to  complete  labor  peace 
in  the  past  several  weeks.  The  third  and 
remaining  obstacle,  the  United  Studio 
Technicians  Guild’s  challenge  to  lA  con- 
trol of  12,000  studio  workers,  is  still  pend- 
ing before  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board,  with  a hearing  scheduled  for 
August  21. 

Both  See  Victory 

The  NLRB  hearing  on  the  USTG  peti- 
tion for  a bargaining  election  was  set  back 
until  next  week  to  permit  Joseph  A.  Pad- 
way, general  counsel  for  the  AFL,  to  ar- 
rive here  in  time  to  participate.  The 
USTG  is  also  charging  that  Columbia, 
Paramount,  RKO  Radio,  Universal,  20th 
Century-Fox  and  Warner  are  violating  the 
44-hour  week  clause  in  the  Federal  wage- 
hour  law. 

Local  spokesmen  for  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  and  the  lATSE  both  hailed  the  AFL 
ruling  in  Atlantic  City  as  a triumph  for 
their  respective  factions.  Ralph  Morgan, 
SAG  president,  declared  the  decision  to  be 
“a  complete  victory  for  actors.”  John 
Gatelee,  lA  representative,  heralded  the 
(Continued  on  page  79) 
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When  "Oz"  Bowed  at 
Grauman's  Chinese 

When  Metro’s  “Wizard  of  Oz”  (all 
$3,000,000  worth  of  it)  had  its  pre- 
miere at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre 
in  Hollywood,  the  film  colony  elite 
took  it  in.  Pictured  here  are  random 
shots  of  studio  executives  as  they  ap- 
peared for  the  event.  Top  left:  Hunt 
and  Mrs.  Stromherg,  their  son,  Hunt 
jr.,  and  a guest.  Second  left:  Mervyn 
and  Mrs.  LeRoy.  Third  left:  Robert 
E.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  and  Victor  and 
Mrs.  Fleming.  Fleming  directed  “Oz.” 
Bottom  left:  Arthur  and  Mrs.  Freed 
and  their  daughter.  Above:  J.  Walter 
and  Mrs.  Ruben  (Virginia  Bruce). 


74 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  19,  1939 


''When  Tomorrow  Comes"  Takes  a Bow 


7. 


8. 


At  the  world  premiere  in  Hollywood  of  Universal’s  John  M.  Stahl  production,  “When  Tomorrow  Comes.”  No.  1;  Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  Universal  president,  and  Mrs.  Jack  Capp,  one  of  the  members  of  his  party.  No.  2:  Joe  Pasternak  and  Irene  Her- 
vey.  No.  3;  Anatole  Liivak,  Ann  Sheridan  and  Ernst  Lubitsch.  No.  4:  Richard  and  Mrs.  Wallace.  No.  5:  George  and 
Mrs.  Marshall.  No.  6;  Jennings  Lang,  Hugh  and  Mrs.  Herbert  and  Miss  Pamph.  No.  7:  Helen  Moore,  Edgar  Bergen  and 
Mary  Healy.  No.  8:  William  Lundigan  and  Anna  N eagle. 
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C^UITE  probably  it  is  just  another 
I/case  of  the  publicity  chickens  com- 
• — =^ing  home  to  roost,  but  headlines 
during  the  past  ten  days  again  forcefully 
demonstrate  the  fact,  obvious  enough  at 
all  times,  that  there  is  crying  need  for 
improvement  in  the  standards  of  the  in- 
dustry’s public  relations  activity. 

Just  how  much  of  the  blame  is  attribut- 
able to  the  past  and  present  sins  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  motion  picture 
publicity  and  what  part  of  the  fault  may 
be  placed  on  the  doorstep  of  an  overzeal- 
ous  lay  press  is  a moot  question.  There 
is  no  gainsaying,  however,  that  the  prom- 
inent printing  of  “news”  of  the  charac- 
ter listed  in  the  following  paragraphs  does 
incalculable  damage  to  the  industry  as  a 
whole  and,  in  specific  instances,  the  indi- 
viduals concerned. 

Consider  screaming  black  type  which 
blazons  this  message: 

FILM  TALENT  SCOUT 
MURDERS  GIRL,  17 

Then  for  several  columns  are  recited 
the  repulsive  details  of  a particularly  re- 
volting slaying  in  far-away  Florida. 

But  nowhere  in  the  story  are  facts  to 
substantiate  the  headlines.  On  such 
meager  connections  as  the  following  did 
the  copy  readers  concoct  their  studhorse- 
type  slur  on  Hollywood. 

"...  a man  of  many  aliases  who  posed 
as  a film-talent  scout  and  who  declared 
he  had  worked  in  Hollywood  as  an  actor 
and  radio  writer.” 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  outline  the 
reaction  of  the  public,  ever  hungry  for 
some  salacious  or  slanderous — true  or  un- 
true— morsel  from  the  film  capital,  to  such 
startling  captions.  Here,  obviously  and  in 
fairness,  is  a situation  which  cannot  be 


gland  shots  was  to  preserve  the  star’s  vir- 
ility.” 

Hardly  a smart  buildup  for  the  “tower- 
ing, two-fisted,  he-man  of  the  films,”  and 
certainly  not  designed  to  enhance  the  ap- 
peal of  his  latest  picture,  soon  to  be  re- 
leased. Closer  liaison  between  the  pub- 
licity department  and  the  star,  coupled 
with  wise  public  relations  counsel,  might 
have  avoided  this  situation  even  if  it  was 
necessary  for  the  company  for  which  he 
made  the  feature  to  settle  the  doctor’s 
claim. 


blamed  on  the  publicists  unless  they  are 
to  be  indicted  on  the  broad  count  of  not 
educating  the  editors  of  the  nation  to  be 
more  thoughtful  in  the  handling  of  news 
with  so  remote  and  doubtful  a motion 
picture  connection.  Had  the  confessed 
killer  “declared  he  had  once  worked  in  a 
bank”  it  is  a certainty  that  the  same 
newspapers  would  not  have  shouted 
“Banker  Murders  Girl.” 

Another  case — one  closer  to  home,  and 
in  lighter  vein'. 

STAR  ADMITS 
MONKEY  CURE 

Topping  a story,  in  part  as  follows: 

“Blushing  adrnission  that  he  had  taken 
monkey-gland  injections  over  a five-year 
period  was  made  yesterday  by  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  towering,  two-fisted  he-man  of 
the  films  . . . 

“McLaglen’s  admission  was  made  in  a 
deposition  taken  by  Attorney  S.  S.  Hahn, 
representing  Dr.  Sonneland,  who  is  suing 
the  burly  actor  for  $2,700,  claiming  the 
amount  is  due  him  . . . The  doctor  like- 
wise asserts  the  effect  of  the  monkey 


In  startling  opposition  to  the  foregoing,  and 
subject  to  the  same  general  criticism  as  con- 
cerns industry  public  relations,  witness  the 
deplorably  small  amount  of  publicity — prac- 
tically limited  to  the  trade  press — which  ac- 
companied a highly  commendable  act  on 
the  part  of  Phil  Goldstone,  one  of  the  com- 
munity's most  respected  citizens,  who  recently 
donated  $250,000  worth  of  his  Hollywood  prop- 
erty holdings  to  the  Los  Angeles  Free  Con- 
sumptive Home  in  Duarte. 

Exclusive  rights  to  distribute  the  Funk 
and  Wagnalls  encyclopedia  in  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  as  a new  type  of  giveaway 
have  been  acquired  by  De  Luxe  Theatre 
Premiums  of  New  York.  The  erudite  stim- 
ulator will  be  doled  out  to  audiences  in 
25-volume  sets. 

If  enough  of  the  tomes  are  placed  in 
circulation  among  film  patrons,  they  may 
begin  to  understand  some  of  the  art-for- 
art’s-sake  product  that  comes  out  of  Hol- 
lywood at  frequent  intervals. 

Such  a giveaway  might  even  educate 
the  exhibitors  to  the  point  where  they  can 
grasp  the  terms  of  the  new  trade  practice 
code. 


Fantasy,  Fisticuffs  and  Fervent 


It  would  undoubtedly  be  treason,  heresy 
and  lese  majesty  to  consider  any  other  pic- 
ture than  Metro’s  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  as 
the  number  one  offering  of  the  preview 
week,  albeit  there  were  three  others 
among  the  eight  which  made  their  debut 
that  rate  no  mean  amount  of  attention 
from  budgetary,  production  and  entertain- 
ment perspectives. 

The  widely-heralded  film  fantasy  which 
Producer  Mervyn  LeRoy  created  (at  $3,- 
000,000  per  create — and  there’s  nothing 
fantastic  about  that)  from  L.  Frank 
Baum’s  childhood  favorite  is  nothing  short 
of  magnificent.  Difficult  indeed  is  the 
problem  of  breaking  down  the  component 
parts  which  merged  to  fabricate  a won- 
drous whole  so  that  each  receives  its  just 
dues  in  credit  and  acclaim. 

The  cast  was  selected  with  rare 
perspicacity  and  the  performance  by  each 
of  its  members  was  convincing  justifica- 
tion for  his  or  her  place  therein.  Judy 
Garland  as  Dorothy;  Ray  Bolger,  the 
Straw  Man;  Jack  Haley,  the  Tin  Man; 
Bert  Lahr,  the  Cowardly  Lion,  and  Frank 
Morgan,  the  Wizard  himself,  dominate,  but 
proportionately  fine  are  the  contributions 
from  those  in  parts  of  lesser  importance. 

Two  factors  which  must  share  honors 


with  the  cast,  the  producer.  Director  Vic- 
tor Fleming,  Scripters  Noel  Langley,  Flor- 
ence Ryerson  and  Edgar  Allan  Woolf,  are 
the  musical  accompaniment  and  the  Tech- 
nicolor photograph.  Vitally  effective  is 
the  score  conducted  by  Herbert  Stothart, 
while  the  music  by  E.  Y.  Harburg  and 
lyrics  by  Harold  Aden  are  an  integral 
part  of  the  picture’s  excellence.  The  color 
cameras  took  full  advantage  of  the  mag- 
nificent fairy-land  settings,  creating  such 
breath-taking  beauty  that  it  would  be 
hard  to  imagine  the  film  attaining  any 
such  degree  of  pictorial  artistry  in  the 
conventional  black-and-white. 

:jt  * 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  redoubtable 
competition  offered  by  Metro’s  fable  of 
the  land  of  Oz,  another  trio  of  features 
unreeled  during  the  week  would  have 
staged  a photo  finish  for  top  honors.  As 
it  is,  Columbia’s  “Golden  Boy,”  Warner’s 
“Dust  Be  My  Destiny”  and  Universal’s 
“When  Tomorrow  Comes”  wound  up  a 
neck-and-neck  race  in  a virtual  tie  for 
second  place. 

Worthy  of  unstinting  praise  on  many 
counts,  Columbia’s  filmization  of  the 
popular  play  by  Clifford  Odets  should 
carve  out  a comfortable  niche  for  itself  in 


patronage,  praise  and  profits.  Produced 
with  painstaking  care  and  on  a lavish 
plane  by  William  Perlberg,  it  introduces 
an  unknown,  William  Holden,  in  the  title 
role  in  a performance  which  is  both  vigor- 
ous and  convincing.  Poised  and  talented, 
he  fits  the  exacting  role  to  perfection. 
Lewis  Meltzer,  Daniel  Taradash,  Sarah  Y. 
Mason  and  Victor  Heerman  turned  out  a 
well-plotted  adaptation  of  the  Odets 
original.  The  supporting  cast,  headed  by 
Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Adolphe  Menjou, 
is  splendid. 

From  every  viewpoint  “Dust  Be  My 
Destiny”  can  be  classified  as  the  most 
forceful  film  indictment  of  social  injustice 
since  the  same  company  produced  “I  Am 
a Fugitive.”  Solid  entertainment  all  the 
way  and  a certain  money-maker,  the  aus- 
terity of  its  social  message  is  cunningly 
leavened  by  the  injection  of  a vein  of  com- 
edy and  romance — for  which  Scenarist 
Robert  Rossen,  who  adapted  the  novel  by 
Jerome  Odium,  deserves  congratulations. 
Lewis  Seiler’s  direction  is  forceful  and 
pungent. 

The  popularity  of  Irene  Dunne  and 
Charles  Boyer  as  screen  lovers  will  be  sub- 
stantially enhanced  in  “When  Tomorrow 
Comes” — a tender  romance  which,  with 
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the  Dunne-Boyer  combination  as  a mar- 
quee magnet,  should  score  solidly  at  the 
boxoffice.  John  M.  Stahl's  opulent  pro- 
duction and  sensitive  direction,  coupled 
with  Dwight  Taylor’s  craftsmanlike  screen- 
play, place  the  offering  well  above  the 
mean  of  Hollywood’s  “A”  product. 

* ♦ * 

Another  quartet  emerged  as  highly- 
satisfactory  films  of  the  program  variety. 
Best  of  the  group  was  Metro’s  “These 
Glamour  Girls,”  in  which  the  perennial 
Cinderella  story  appears  in  a spirited  and 
youthful  collegiate  dress.  Produced  by 
Sam  Zimbalist  to  Leo’s  accustomed  high 
standard,  it  can  be  expected  to  exert  con- 
siderable appeal  among  the  younger  gener- 
ation. The  masculine  element,  in  par- 
ticular, is  likely  to  turn  handsprings  when 
it  glimpses  Lana  Turner,  who  certainly 
should  not  be  overlooked  when  new  can- 
didates for  the  “oomph”  crown  are  being 
sought.  S.  Sylvan  Simon  directed  briskly 
from  a screenplay  by  Jane  Hall  and  Marion 
Parsonnet. 

Mixed  audience  reactions  may  greet 
20th  Century-Fox’s  “The  Chicken  Wagon 
Family,”  which  is  a radical  departure  from 
the  usual  type  of  Jane  Withers  starrer. 
Jane’s  rapid  growth,  however,  necessitates 
some  experimentation  with  more  adult 
vehicles,  and  this  one  allows  her  to  drop 
most  of  her  hoydenish  ways  in  favor  of  a 
quieter  Thespic  opportunity.  Sol  Wurt- 
zel’s  production  guidance  is  entirely  cap- 
able, as  is  direction  by  Herbert  I.  Leeds, 
while  Viola  Brothers  Shore  contributed  a 
well-knit  screenplay  from  the  novel  by 
Barry  Benefield. 

Monogram  has  a sure  audience  pleaser 
in  “The  Girl  From  Rio,”  in  which  Pro- 
ducer E.  B.  Derr  incorporated  an  abund- 
ance of  entertaining  elements,  including 
tuneful  songs.  Picture  is  well  up  to  stand- 
ard in  its  budget  classification.  John  T. 
Neville  and  Milton  Raison  plotted  the 
script  well  and  Lambert  Hillyer’s  direction 
is  more  than  adequate. 

Paramount’s  release  of  a British  pro- 
duction, “This  Man  Is  News,”  proved  to 
be  a good-humored  and  entertaining  com- 
edy-melodrama, minus  American  marquee 
names  but  definitely  acceptable  as  a sup- 
porting feature. 

Warner  Plans  Roadshow 
For  "Elizabeth  and  Essex" 

Warner  is  planning  to  roadshow  “The 
Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,”  co- 
starring  Bette  Davis  and  Errol  Flynn,  at 
the  Warner  Beverly  Hills  Theatre,  with  a 
premiere  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  Picture 
will  be  given  its  world  premiere  in  London 
early  in  October. 


Del  Lord  Signed 

Columbia  has  signed  Del  Lord  to  a new 
one-year  pact  to  direct  and  produce  13 
two-reelers.  He  will  share  production 
credit  with  Hugh  McCollum.  An  Andy 
Clyde  comedy  will  be  their  first  assign- 
ment. 


To  Produce  Maugham  Novel 

Henry  Blanke  has  been  assigned  to  pro- 
duce “The  Moon  and  Sixpence,”  from  the 
W.  Somerset  Maugham  novel,  for  Warner. 
Edward  G.  Robinson  wili  star. 


Awards  for  Good  Work — 


Cowdin  Conferring  on 
Production  Plans 

General  conferences  with  President  Nate 
Blumberg,  Cliff  Work,  studio  head,  and 
other  Universal  executives  are  the  order 
of  the  day  for  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chair- 
man of  the  board,  who  arrived  from  New 
York  for  a two-week  stay.  He  will  look 
over  product  in  work  and  recently-com- 
pleted releases,  and  will  discuss  detailed 
plans  for  the  new  production-distribution 
season.  After  a brief  stopover  at  the 
studio,  Robert  M.  Lury  sailed  for  Tokyo  to 
become  Universal’s  manager  there.  He  had 
been  in  New  York. 

Scott  R.  Dunlap,  Monogram’s  produc- 
tion head,  pulls  out  for  New  York,  August 
24,  to  attend  the  company’s  board  of  di- 
rectors’ meeting  and  will  remain  east  for 
several  weeks  discussing  the  1939-40  sched- 
ule with  President  W.  Ray  Johnston.  The 
latter  abandoned,  for  the  time  being,  his 
plans  to  come  to  the  coast. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  dispatched  Director 
William  Wyler  to  New  York  for  two  weeks, 
during  which  time  he  will  scan  current 
Broadway  plays  as  possible  film  material. 
Clarence  E.  Ericksen,  Walter  Wanger’s 
general  business  manager,  also  headed  for 
New  York  to  confer  with  United  Artists 
executives  on  business  matters. 

Reorganizational  matters  pertaining  to 
RKO  Radio’s  studio  publicity  staff  are 
holding  S.  Barret  McCormick,  publicity- 
advertising chief,  in  Hollywood  for  an  ex- 
tended stay,  although  he  had  planned  to 
return  to  New  York.  Ned  Depinet,  dis- 
tribution head,  who  accompanied  McCor- 
mick to  the  coast,  has  returned  to  New 
York.  The  company’s  plans  for  English 
production  during  the  year  are  being  dis- 
cussed by  President  George  Schaefer  with 
William  Sistrom,  supervisor  of  RKO 


MPRF  Will  Receive 
Premiere  Proceeds 

One-time  stars  and  other  pioneers  who 
aided  in  the  growth  of  the  motion  picture 
industry  will  be  honored,  in  concrete 
fashion,  through  20th  Century-Fox’s  de- 
cision to  premiere  “Hollywood  Cavalcade,” 
its  history  of  film-making,  at  the  Four  Star 
Theatre  in  September  as  a 100  per  cent 
charity  affair,  with  the  entire  gross  to  be 
donated  [to  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund. 

Under  present  plans  the  studio  and  the 
Fox  West  Coast  circuit  will  cooperate  in 
defraying  the  cost  of  staging  the  event, 
designed  to  be  one  of  the  most  elaborate 
of  the  season.  Tickets,  all  reserved,  will 
sell  at  $11  each. 

In  announcing  the  premiere  plans, 
Darryl  Zanuck  of  20th  Century-Fox  point- 
ed out  that  “Hollywood  Cavalcade,”  in  ad- 
dition to  featuring  a number  old-time 
favorites,  borrowed  freely  from  the  bio- 
graphies of  others  for  its  story  matter — 
many  of  whom  are  now  being  aided  by 
the  MPRF. 


Radio’s  British  quota  films,  who  arrived 
from  London  for  the  huddles. 

Ben  Hirsch,  representative  of  General 
Films,  left  for  London  to  keep  a check 
on  production  of  “The  Man  Who  Lost 
Himself,”  first  picture  to  be  made  by  Les- 
lie Howard  and  Walter  Futter.  General  is 
financing  the  project. 

Louis  B.  Mayer  has  returned  from  his 
combined  business-pleasure  jaunt  to  Sara- 
toga Springs  and  New  York. 

S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner  advertising- 
publicity  director,  has  gone  east  in  con- 
nection with  exploitation  plans  for  several 
of  the  company’s  forthcoming  releases. 


At  the  left,  Ben  Shlyen,  publisher  of  Boxoffice,  presents  the  Boxoffice 
Blue  Ribbon  Award  for  July  to  Sidney  Franklin,  producer  of  “On  Borrowed 
Time,”  the  feature  selected  by  the  National  Screen  Council  as  the  best  of 
the  releases  for  that  month.  At  the  right.  Harold  Bucquet  gets  the  award 
for  his  direction  of  the  winner. 
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John  Garfield  will  head  for  New  York 
when  his  current  Warner  assignment  is 
completed  ...  A luncheon  guest  at  Para- 
mount of  Y.  Frank  Freeman  and  other 
studio  executives  was  Allen  Hugh  Keith - 
Weir,  secretary  of  the  Theatres  and  Film 
Commission  of  Australia.  George  Bagnall, 
A.  M.  Botsford.  and  Edward  Schellhorn 
also  attended. 

* 

W.  P.  Lipscomb,  scenarist,  left  for  New 
York  en  route  to  Europe,  where  he  will 
eollect  data  for  a writing  assignment  . 
Crane  Wilbur,  Warner  director-writer , has 
checked  out  for  a month’s  vacation. 

* 

A double-feature  in  tonsillotomies  found 
Ralph  Wheelwright  and  Edward  Lawi’ence, 
both  of  Metro’s  publicity  staff,  undergoing 
operations  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospi- 
tal ..  . To  sign  several  dancers  for  a cur- 
rent production,  Maris  Matray,  dance  di- 
rector, and  Fred  Kruger,  of  Metro’s  music 
department,  planed  to  San  Francisco  to 
look  over  the  San  Francisco  Opera  ballet. 
★ 

Hunting  talent  for  forthcoming  Gene 
Autry  pictures.  Producer  William  Berke  of 
Republic  has  headed  east,  with  Chicago, 
Memphis,  St.  Louis  and  Nashville  on  his 
itinerary  . . . Suffering  from  a nervous  col- 
lapse, Jock  Lawrence  has  been  given  a 
month’s  leave  of  absence  from  executive 
duties  by  Samuel  Goldwyn  . . . Following 
completion  of  some  official  business  in 
Sacramento  in  connection  with  his  post  as 
a state  relief  commissioner,  Melvyn  Doug- 
las will  continue  north  for  a week’s  holi- 
day. 

* 

Warner’s  studio  club,  comprising  more 
than  4,000  of  the  company’s  west  coast 
employes,  held  its  annual  election  of  offi- 
cers and  chose  E.  L.  De  Patie  as  president. 
Other  new  officers:  Leon  M.  Combs,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  membership;  Paul 
MacWilliams,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
welfare:  Harry  Seymour,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  entertainment;  Richard  A. 
Pease,  secretary-treasurer;  W.  E.  Beatty, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  contribu- 
tions and  loans  . . . Archer  Howard  Hill 
has  pulled  out  for  the  Jackson  Hole  coun- 
try, Wyo.,  to  film  the  fourth  in  a series 
of  short  subjects,  this  one  dealing  with  big 
game  hunting,  for  Warner  release. 

* 

Leslie  Howard  has  left  for  New  York 
and  London,  having  completed  his  Selz- 
nick  International  stint  . . . Jeff  Lazarus, 
winding  up  as  a Paramount  producer,  is 
planning  a world  cruise  from  which  he 
will  return  late  in  December  . . . Jack 
Benny  will  function  as  master  of  cere- 
monies at  the  first  annual  dinner-dance 
to  be  staged  by  the  Beverly  Hills  B’nai 
Brith  August  20.  It  will  be  held  at  Earl 
Carroll’s. 

* 

Ginger  Rogers  has  returned  from  a va- 
cation in  Hawaii  . . . Fred  Datig  is  back 
at  his  desk  as  Metro’s  casting  director 
after  a short  vacation  in  Arizona. 

* 

Holidaying  in  New  York  is  Harry  Rus- 


kin  of  Metro’s  writing  staff  . . . Dr.  Her- 
bert T.  Kalmus,  president  of  Technicolor, 
and  Natalie  Kalmus,  color  director,  are 
spending  a month’s  vacation  on  their 
farm  at  Centerville,  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  fol- 
lowing their  arrival  from  England.  Dr. 
Kalmus  will  come  back  to  Hollywood  late 
in  September , while  Mrs.  Kalmus  plans  to 
return  to  England  to  continue  her  work 
on  British  Technicolor  productions  . . . 
Director  and  Mrs.  Herbert  I.  Leeds  spent 
the  weekend  at  the  San  Francisco  Fair. 

* 

Ralph  Green,  treasurer  of  Paramount’s 
studio  club,  is  fishing  off  Ensenada  . . . 
Harry  Highsmith,  of  Metro’s  music  de- 
partment, is  vacationing  for  two  weeks  . . . 
Other  vacationers:  Sam  Zimbalist,  Metro 
producer,  in  New  York;  Broderick  Craw- 
ford, spending  two  weeks  in  northern  New 
Mexico:  Irving  Fein,  of  Warner’s  publicity 
staff,  who  headed  for  Wyoming. 

* 

Completing  her  Warner  picture  assign- 
ment, Zorina  leaves  for  New  York,  August 
20,  en  route  to  Europe  for  a vacation.  She 
will  be  accompanied  east  by  Ken  Whit- 
more, studio  publicist,  who  will  handle 
newspaper  interviews  for  the  dancer. 

Production  Registers 
A Slight  Upsurge 

Production  in  the  major  plants  has 
stepped  up  a couple  of  notches,  with  38  in 
work  and  another  ten  being  prepared  to 
get  underway  immediately. 

Columbia  gunned  “Scandal  Sheet’’  to 
record  two  in  work,  having  wound  up 
shooting  on  “Prison  Surgeon.”  Metro, 
with  no  new  starts,  finished  “Ninotchka” 
to  find  its  total  dropping  to  five.  “Scouts 
of  the  Air,”  a "Tailspin  Tommy”  adven- 
ture, took  off  at  Monogram,  giving  that 
studio  two  in  production. 

Paramount  launched  “Emergency  Squad” 
and  finished  “The  Light  That  Failed”  to 
maintain  a nine-picture  total.  An  un- 
titled George  O’Brien  western  and  the 
Stephens-Lang  production,  “Meet  Dr. 
Christian,”  went  into  work  for  RKO  Ra- 
dio, while,  for  the  same  studio,  Boris  Mor- 
ros  wound  up  shooting  on  “Tlie  Flying 
Deuces.”  A total  of  four  are  in  work.  Re- 
public started  “Headline  News”  and  “Mis- 
souri Raiders,”  but  finished  “Calling  All 
Marines,”  to  emerge  with  a two-picture 
total. 

20th  Century-Fox  has  four  in  production, 
including  the  new  start,  “The  Simple 
Life.”  Going  into  the  cutting-rooms  were 
“Here  I Am  a Stranger”  and  “The  City 
of  Darkness.”  Universal  has  five  in  work, 
starting  “Listen  Kids”  and  completing 
“Chip  of  the  Flying  U.” 

Hal  Roach  launched  “Of  Mice  and  Men” 
as  the  sole  picture  currently  in  production 
for  United  Artists  release.  “Lady  Dick” 
was  completed  at  Warner,  which  lists  a 
production  total  of  five. 


Director  James  Hogan  and  Scenarists 
Horace  McCoy  and  William  R.  Lipman 
have  returned  from  a location  scouting 
tour  which  took  them  to  Austin  and  Lang- 
tree,  Texas  . . . Metro’s  studio  club  will 
hold  its  annual  picnic  October  15  at  the 
Lake  Norconian  Hotel.  W.  P.  Hendry  is  in 
charge  . . . Herbert  Stothart,  of  Metro’s 
music  department,  has  returned  from  a 
talent-hunting  trip  to  Chicago  . . . Erich 
Wolfgang  Korngold,  Warner  musician, 
leaves  for  Stockholm,  Sweden,  shortly, 
where  his  new  opera  will  be  produced  for 
the  first  time.  He  returns  in  November. 

★ 

Joining  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  President 
Nate  Blumberg,  Cliff  Work  and  other  Uni- 
versal executives  in  studio  conferences, 
Charles  Prutzman,  the  company’s  general 
counsel,  came  in  from  New  York.  He  was 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Prutzman  and  will 
remain  for  two  weeks. 

★ 

Director  George  Cukor  is  vacationing  in 
northern  California  between  assignments 
at  M-G-M  . . . Billy  Gordon,  of  Metro’s 
casting  department,  is  holidaying  in  New 
York. 

Round  of  Activity  Is 
Seen  on  GN  Lot 

Although  latest  reports  from  local 
spokesmen  are  that  neither  Grand  Na- 
tional’s $400,000  loan  from  the  Recon- 
struction Finance  Corp.  nor  its  now-being- 
negotiated  $900,000  loan  from  Felt  and 
Co.,  New  York  financiers,  will  be  con- 
summated for  at  least  two  months,  the 
GN  lot  is  undergoing  a revival  of  activity 
such  as  it  has  not  witnessed  for  some 
time. 

With  cameras  primed  to  roll  shortly, 
Golden  West  Pictures,  Inc.,  has  establish- 
ed headquarters  at  the  GN  studio  follow- 
ing the  announcement  that  GN  will  dis- 
tribute eight  all-color  westerns  to  be  made 
by  the  company  for  the  new  season.  Final 
editing  of  its  first  picture,  “Call  of  the 
Range,”  is  being  supervised  by  Wallace 
R.  Miller,  secretary-treasurer,  and  Max 
Kravetz,  distribution  executive.  Film  will 
be  given  its  initial  screening  in  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  having  been  made  largely  on  loca- 
tion in  that  territory. 

Furthermore  GN’s  studio  manager, 
Richard  Pearl,  is  preparing  to  launch  an 
extensive  overhauling  and  modernization 
program  as  a salient  factor  in  the  pend- 
ing RFC  loan.  This  will  get  underway 
when  President  E.  W.  Hammons  of  GN 
arrives  on  the  coast,  though  the  exact  date 
of  his  visit  is  not  known. 

Jack  Skirball’s  Arcadia  Productions  has 
delayed  the  start  of  “Dead  or  Alive,”  first 
in  a series  of  musical  westerns  starring 
Max  Baer,  until  mid-September.  Post- 
ponement was  ordered  when  color  cameras 
ordered  by  the  unit  failed  to  arrive  on 
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schedule.  Skirball  himself  is  still  in  New 
York  discussing  other  production  deals. 
He  will  make  at  least  two  features  for  GN 
and  is  set  to  produce  a minimum  of  five 
in  Hollywood,  in  addition  to  a pair  being 
planned  for  production  in  New  York. 

An  intensive  advance  campaign  for 
“Gold  Star  Mothers,”  one  of  the  “Four- 
Star”  specials  to  be  produced  by  Ben  Ju- 
dell’s  Producers  Pictures  Corp.,  is  being 
mapped  out  by  Eddy  Graneman,  recently- 
appointed  advertising  director.  Support 
for  the  film,  which  will  be  released  na- 
tionally on  Armistice  Day,  has  been  pledg- 
ed by  the  American  Gold  Star  Mothers, 
and  exploitation  tieups  have  been  worked 
out  with  the  American  Legion’s  national 
convention  in  Chicago  and  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars’  national  encampment  in 
Boston.  The  picture  will  be  distributed 
by  Judell’s  Producers  Distributing  Corp. 
Scheduled  to  go  into  work  almost  imme- 
diately as  the  lead-off  of  Judell’s  1939-40 
schedule  is  “Torture  Ship,”  based  on  a 
story  by  Jack  London. 

A program  of  six  action  melodramas  for 
the  state-right  market  has  been  announced 
by  Sam  Efrus.  Initialer,  titled  “Streets 
of  Danger,”  is  being  scripted  by  Sherman 
Lowe  for  an  August  25  start,  with  one 
picture  going  before  the  cameras  every 
two  months  thereafter.  No  studio  space 
has  been  secured  as  yet. 

Stephens-Lang,  independent  unit  pro- 
ducing for  RKO  Radio,  gunned  “Meet  Dr. 
Christian,”  starring  Jean  Hersholt,  with 
Bernard  Vorhaus  directing.  Also  under- 
way as  an  independent  effort  for  release 
through  Universal  is  “Green  Hell,”  first  in 
the  scheduled  of  Harry  Edington’s  Fam- 
ous productions. 

Bettinson  Is  Appointed 
Rialto  Representative 

RaJph  Bettinson,  Hollywood  representa- 
tive of  Pathe  Pictures,  Ltd.,  of  England  at 
Monogram,  has  been  appointed  to  an  addi- 
tional post  as  local  representative  of  the 
British  film  company,  Rialto  Productions. 
John  Argyle,  managing  director,  made  the 
appointment. 

Bettinson  recently  returned  from  a six 
weeks’  business  trip  abroad  where  he  con- 
ferred -with  Pathe  film  executives.  He  ac- 
companied W.  Ray  Johnston,  president  of 
Monogram. 

Third  Cartoon  Unit  Is 
Installed  by  Metro 

A third  cartoon  unit  has  been  installed 
at  M-G-M  with  William  Hanna  and  Joe 
Barbera  in  charge  under  the  general  sup- 
ervision of  Fred  Quimby.  Producing  mu- 
sical cartoons,  the  unit  will  increase  the 
studio’s  annual  output  from  15  to  18. 

The  Hanna-Barbera  department  will 
function  as  a supplement  to  the  units  al- 
ready being  operated  by  Hugh  Harman 
and  Rudolf  Ising. 


Cartoons  on  Schedule 

Leon  Schlesinger  has  shipped  the  first 
“Merrie  Melodic”  and  the  first  “Looney 
Tune”  on  his  1939-40  quota  for  Warner. 
The  cartoons  were  completed  right  on 
schedule.  Schlesinger  has  18  others  in 
various  phases  of  production. 


Into  His  Career — 

Leo  jr. — whose  face  will  be  used  as  the 
trademark  for  M-G-M’s  short  sub- 
jects— sniffs  disdamfully  at  a ham- 
sandwich  with  which  Pete  Smith, 
M-G-M  shorts  producer  and  narra- 
tor, is  trying  to  make  friends.  The 
young  lion  cub,  flown  out  from  New 
York,  was  introduced  to  the  press  upon 
the  occasion  of  a trade  showing  of  a 
number  of  new  shorts  at  the  Culver 
City  studio  recently.  He  is  in  the  arms 
of  Laraine  Day,  left,  while  June  Preis- 
ser  is  acting  as  Smith’s  assistant. 

Strike  Threat  Is 
Blunted  by  AFL 

(Continued  from  page  73) 
ruling  as  “a  clear-cut  backing  of  the 
lATSE’s  position  in  the  actors’  contro- 
versy” and  claimed  the  lA  had  “saved 
them  from  dismemberment”  by  preserving 
the  status  of  the  AFA.  Previous  to  the 
AFL  ruling  the  SAG,  in  a giant  mass  meet- 
ing here,  voted  unanimously  to  support  an 
AAAA  strike  should  the  decision  on  the 
lATSE’s  encroachment  be  unfavorable.  At 
the  same  time,  however,  the  actors  mani- 
fested confidence  that  such  drastic  action 
would  be  unnecessary. 

lATSE-producer  negotiations  on  wages, 
hours  and  working  conditions  under  the 
newly-signed  basic  agreement  will  be  con- 
ducted in  New  York,  according  to  the 
decision  reached  by  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
who  handled  the  situation  for  the  pro- 
ducers. The  pact,  as  it  now  stands,  does 
not  include  cameramen,  an  omission  which 
presages  the  prospect  of  a jurisdictional 
war  between  the  lA  and  the  American  So- 
ciety of  Cinematographers,  the  latter  hold- 
ing a five-year  closed  shop  pact.  An  ef- 
fort to  reach  an  amicable  settlement  will 
be  launched  when  John  Arnold,  ASC 
president,  returns  to  the  film  capital,  with 
indications  a compromise  will  be  effected. 

A threatened  strike  of  directors  at  Re- 
public was  averted  when  studio  executives 
agreed  to  sign  the  Screen  Directors  Guild’s 


basic  agreement.  Republic  had  been  hold- 
ing out  for  wage  concessions  for  assist- 
ants and  unit  managers,  but  capitulated 
when  the  SDG  agreed  to  cooperate  in 
making  available  topflight  directors  for 
the  company’s  bigger-budgeted  efforts. 
The  SDG  immediately  canceled  a sched- 
uled membership  meeting  at  which  a strike 
vote  was  to  be  taken. 

Hearing  on  the  Screen  Writers  Guild’s 
charge  that  producers  are  guilty  of  unfair 
labor  practices  and  that  studios  have  re- 
fused to  negotiate  bargaining  agreements 
got  underway  before  the  NLRB,  with  ex- 
ecutives of  ten  major  plants  subpoenaed 
for  appearances.  The  producers  pointed 
out  in  their  answer  to  the  SWG’s  amend- 
ed complaint  that  “every  reasonable  effort” 
had  been  made  to  negotiate  a written  con- 
tract and  that  they  “had  been  willing  and 
were  still  willing”  to  continue  the  negotia- 
tions, which  broke  off  last  May. 

In  a special  membership  meeting,  the 
SWG  instructed  its  executive  board  to 
stand  firm  on  minimum  demands  sub- 
mitted to  the  producers,  and  at  the  same 
time  endorsed  the  AAAA  and  the  SAG  in 
their  battle  against  the  lATSE.  A resolu- 
tion supporting  the  USTG  was  also 
adopted. 

Vestiges  of  the  lA-Local  37  battle  were 
still  in  evidence  as  contempt  charges 
against  eight  labor  leaders  went  on  trial 
in  superior  court.  Ousted  officers  of  Local 
37  contend  the  lA  violated  a court  ruling 
in  revoking  the  local’s  charter  and  creat- 
ing five  new  locals  to  supplant  it. 

A drastic  break  of  the  deadlock  that  was 
reached  in  the  negotiations  for  a bargain- 
ing contract  between  the  Screen  Public- 
ists Guild  and  producers  was  made  by  the 
SPG,  when,  at  a membership  meeting,  it 
approved  delivery  of  an  ultimatum  to  pro- 
ducers calling  for  reply  by  next  Thurs- 
day to  its  demand  for  a closed  shop  and 
severance  pay  provisions.  A threat  of  a 
possible  strike  is  tacit  in  the  demand. 


Gaumont  Agent  Lines  Up 
Talent  lor  Royal  Show 

Winding  up  the  local  phase  of  his  quest 
for  Hollywood  talent  to  appear  at  a com- 
mand performance  in  London  for  the 
King  and  Queen  of  England,  Micky  Hyam, 
executive  of  the  Gaumont  theatre  chain 
in  England,  left  for  the  east  en  route  home 
to  the  British  Isles. 

During  his  two-week  stay  here,  Hyam 
secured  commitments  whereby  Judy  Gar- 
land, Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Ann 
Rutherford,  Fay  Holden  and  other  mem- 
bers of  Metro’s  “Hardy  Family”  will  go 
abroad  to  appear  October  18  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Cinematograph  Trade 
Benevolent  Society,  into  whose  coffers  rev- 
enue from  the  show  will  be  deposited. 
Hyam,  who  is  staging  the  affair,  has  also 
booked  Anna  Neagle,  Charles  Laughton 
and  Elsa  Lancaster. 

While  here  he  began  negotiations  with 
Hal  Roach  for  the  services  of  Stan  Laurel 
and  Oliver  Hardy  and  with  20th  Century- 
Fox  for  the  Ritz  Brothers.  He  also  se- 
cured a tentative  promise  from  Universal 
for  Deanna  Durbin,  who  will  appear  if 
production  schedules  permit.  These  and 
other  deals  will  be  consummated  from  his 
London  headquarters,  Hyam  said. 
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Elaborate  Previews 
Still  Going  Strong 

While  the  lavish  debut  of  Metro’s  “The 
Wizard  of  Oz’’  at  Grauman’s  Chinese 
Theatre  apparently  wound  up,  at  least  for 
the  present,  the  current  siege  of  orchids- 
and-ermine  premieres  in  the  film  colony, 
the  local  press  previews  of  several  other- 
features  were  being  given  more  than  the 
usual  attention  along  exploitation  and 
ballyhoo  lines.  Such  was  the  case  with 
“Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  the  Herbert  Wilcox 
production  for  RKO  Radio,  at  the  Pan- 
tages,  while  Paramount  publicists  are 
working  overtime  on  plans  for  the  preview 
of  “The  Star  Maker,”  slated  for  the  ear- 
thy Circle  Theatre,  August  21. 

“The  Wizard  of  Oz”  made  its  bow  at- 
tended by  as  elaborate  a display  of  fuss 
and  feathers  as  has  been  seen  in  Holly- 
wood in  many  a season.  Autograph  hounds 
crowded  specially-built  bleachers  flanking 
both  sides  of  the  forecourt.  Studio  ex- 
ploiteers  arranged  a lobby  layout  includ- 
ing a glass  and  cellophane  “coi-nfield”  and 
a section  of  the  Yellow  Brick  Road  in  Oz. 
Ten  of  the  “Munchkin”  midgets  who 
worked  in  the  picture  were  on  hand  as  at- 
tendants. Frank  Whitbeck,  studio  adver- 
tising head,  was  master  of  ceremonies  on 
a direct-from-theatre  broadcast  over 
KMPC,  going  on  at  8:30  and  continuing 
until  complete  coverage  had  been  made.  A 
special  radio  platform  was  built  in  the 
forecourt  and  a 14-piece  orchestra  pro- 
vided a musical  background. 

Guests  included  Producer  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy  and  a party  of  60;  other  M-G-M  ex- 
ecutives including  E.  J.  Mannix,  Jack  Con- 
way, Victor  Fleming,  Robert  Z.  Leonard, 
Joe  Cohn,  John  W.  Considine,  Hunt 
Stromberg,  and  others;  members  of  the 
“Oz”  cast  including  Frank  Morgan,  Jack 
Haley,  Billie  Burke  and  Bert  Lahr,  and, 
from  other  plants,  such  names  as  Pandro 
Berman,  Cliff  Work,  Charles  R.  Rogers, 
Y.  Prank  Freeman,  William  LeBaron,  Jack 
and  Harry  Warner,  Harry  Cohn,  Darryl 
Zanuck,  Walter  Wanger,  Hal  Roach  and 
David  O.  Selznick. 

The  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  preview 
boasted  the  biggest  invitational  list — 1,250 
— of  the  season.  The  Hollywood  Ameri- 
can Legion  color  guard  was  spotted  in  the 
lobby  carrying  Belgian,  English  and 
American  flags.  Guests  included  Wilcox, 
Anna  Neagle,  star  of  the  picture;  Presi- 
dent George  Schaefer  of  RKO  Radio; 
Pandro  Berman,  Garson  Kanin,  Henry 
Herzbrun,  Bryan  Foy,  William  Dieterle, 
Harold  Lloyd,  Rufus  LeMaire,  Lee  Marcus, 
Fred  Astaire  and  hundreds  of  other  stars 
and  executives.  Herbert  Hoover,  former 
president  of  the  U.  S.,  was  invited  to  be  a 
guest  of  honor. 

Dubbed  a “world  press  premiere,”  but 
admittedly  a “dress-up”  preview.  Para- 
mount’s staging  of  “The  Star  Maker”  will 
be  highlighted  by  the  appearance  of  18 
orphan  children  from  institutions  in  as 
many  key  cities.  They  arrive  August  20 
as  guests  of  Linda  Ware,  14-year-old  star 
of  the  picture,  herself  an  orphan,  and  will 
be  headquartered  at  the  Ambassador 
Hotel.  Following  a banquet,  with  Mrs.  H. 
L.  Crosby  sr. — mother  of  Bing — as  hos- 


tess, the  children  will  be  escorted  to  the 
theatre  by  such  Paramount  stars  as  Cros- 
by, Jack  Benny,  Fred  MacMurray,  Bar- 
bara Stanwyck,  Louise  Campbell  and 
Olympe  Bradna.  Charles  R.  Rogers,  who 
produced  the  picture,  will  act  as  host  to 
100  of  the  leading  executives  from  every 
studio;  the  industry’s  brightest  star  names 
will  be  on  hand,  and  Gus  Edwards — on 
whose  life  the  film  was  based — will  be  one 
of  the  honored  guests. 

MPG's  Film  Making 
Program  Amplified 

Liberal  activity  in  one  of  the  forms  with 
which  Hollywood  is  most  familiar — the 
making  of  motion  pictures — has  taken  a 
decided  spurt  through  amplification  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Guild’s  program  for  the 
coming  year,  as  disclosed  at  a general 
membership  meeting  of  the  organization. 
With  one  picture  nearing  the  starting  line, 
the  MPG  announced  plans  for  the  produc- 
tion of  several  more  documentary  films, 
and  launched  a stock-selling  campaign  to 
secure  sufficient  financing. 

Work  will  start  shortly  on  “School  for 
Barbarians,”  from  the  book  by  Erika 
Mann  exposing  Nazi  educational  methods. 
This  is  to  be  produced  by  Prank  Davis 
from  a screenplay  by  Tess  Slesinger.  It 
will  be  followed  by  an  untitled  feature 
dealing  with  the  Mexican  agricultural 
workers,  to  be  made  in  collaboration  with 
the  government  of  Mexico,  and  for  which 
a fall  production  start  has  been  pegged. 
To  be  made  in  association  with  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Democratic  Committee  is  a 
film  treating  of  the  Central  Valley  water 
project.  Still  another,  topic  of  which  has 
not  been  revealed,  will  be  produced  in  16 
mm.  form  for  use  by  the  League  of  Wom- 
en Shoppers  from  a screenplay  to  be  wi’it- 
ten  by  Leane  Zugsmith. 

The  MPG’s  picture-making  quota  was 
explained  in  detail  by  Davis,  Bruno  Frank, 
Miss  Slesinger,  Herbert  Biberman,  Dud- 
ley Nichols  and  President  Floyd  Crosby. 

Melvyn  Douglas,  chairman  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Democratic  Committee,  pre- 
sided over  a meeting  of  the  Southern 
California  Committee  of  the  American  Un- 
ion for  Concerted  Peace  Efforts,  at  which 
plans  were  laid  for  concerted  action  to  in- 
form returning  Congressmen  of  the  anti- 
war policies  and  sentiments  of  many  of 
their  various  constituents.  Preparations 
are  being  made  for  a mass  meeting  in 
September  at  which  several  senators  and 
representatives  will  be  asked  to  review  the 
fight  for  peace  legislation. 

Chief  speaker  at  a meeting  of  the  Mu- 
sicians Democratic  Committee  was  Rob- 
ert Tasker,  scenarist  and  novelist.  The. 
Hollywood  branch  of  the  American  League 
for  the  Defense  of  Peace  and  Democracy 
held  a screening  of  “The  River,”  U.  S. 
government  film,  as  the  feature  of  its 
regular  monthly  meeting. 


Forde  Takes  Over  "Simple  Life" 

Eugene  Forde  has  replaced  William 
Beaudine  as  director  of  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“The  Simple  Life,”  a Sol  Wurtzel  produc- 
tion. 


Schaefer  Reshuffles 
RKO  Sfudio  Staff 

George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO 
preceded  his  return  to  New  York  with  an- 
nouncement of  the  following  changes  in 
the  studio  personnel  setup:  Joseph  J.  No- 
lan, assistant  secretary  of  the  company,  be- 
comes assistant  to  the  president;  Howard 
Benedict,  studio  publicity  director,  gets  a 
production  post  in  the  Lee  Marcus  unit; 
Perry  Lieber  succeeds  Benedict  and  Bert 
Gilroy  will  produce  features. 

Shifts  made  exclusively  in  the  Marcus 
unit  finds  Lou  Brock,  shorts  producer,  as 
head  of  the  shorts  department,  succeeding 
Gilroy.  J.  R.  McDonough,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  studio  operations,  and  Sid 
Rogell,  studio  manager,  remain  in  their 
present  capacity. 

Proior  to  Benedict’s  promotion  to  a 
production  post  it  was  disclosed  that  a 
supplementary  publicity  staff  is  to  be 
set  up  as  an  adjunct  of  the  company’s  re- 
cently-instituted policy  of  acquiring  so- 
called  “sharecropping”  producers  to  make 
films  independently  for  release  through 
RKO  Radio,  including  Stephens-Lang,  the 
Gordon-Goetz  unit,  Boris  Morros,  Herbert 
Wilco'x,  Harold  Lloyd  and  others  which 
may  be  added.  These  individual  pro- 
ducers, who  are  not  on  RKO  Radio’s  pay- 
roll, have  their  own  publicists  who, 
through  the  function  of  a coordinator — 
probably  to  be  named  shortly — will  act  as 
an  augmented  publicity-advertising  staff 
on  films  made  by  their  respective  and  in- 
dependent employers. 

The  present  studio  publicity  staff  will 
continue  to  function  in  connection  with 
pictures  turned  out  by  salaried  producers 
on  the  RKO  Radio  payroll  along  the 
course  it  has  always  pursued,  but  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  films  pro- 
duced by  the  various  independent  units. 

Russell  Birdwell  admits  he  has  been  ap- 
proached on  the  matter  of  handling  Gor- 
don-Goetz’ “Abe  Lincoln,”  and  that  the 
sole  factor  standing  in  the  way  of  his  ac- 
ceptance is  terms,  which  have  not  been 
satisfactorily  established  as  yet. 


Up  "69th"  Budget 

Warner  has  transferred  “The  Fighting 
69th”  from  the  Bryan  Foy  unit  into  a 
larger-budget  classification,  with  Lou 
Edelman  handed  the  production  reins. 
William  Keighley  will  direct  with  James 
Cagney,  George  Brent  and  Pat  O’Brien 
topping  the  cast. 


Winds  Up  "Tailspins" 

Last  of  the  1938-39  output  of  “Tailspin 
Tommy”  films  for  Monogram,  titled 
“Scouts  of  the  Air,”  will  be  directed  by 
Howard  Bretherton.  Producer  Paul  Mal- 
vern scheduled  an  August  18  start. 


Plan  "River's  End"  for  Brent 

“River’s  End,”  a story  by  James  Oliver 
Curwood,  is  being  shaped  as  a George 
Brent  starrer,  in  Technicolor,  by  Warner. 
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SCRIPTERS 


— Metro 

JOHN  MONKS  jr.  and  FRED  FINKEEHOFFE 
to  “Oood  News,”  the  re-make,  which  will  co-star 
Judy  Garland  and  Mickey  Rooney.  Arthur  Freed 
will  produce. 

BERT  KALMAR.  HARRY  RUBY  and  JACK 
McGOWAN  teamed  on  “Girl  Crazy.”  Eleanor 
Powell.  Fred  Astaire  and  Eddie  Cantor  will  have 
toplines. 

— -Monoffm  1 11 

EDWIN  C.  PARSONS  to  “Scouts  ot  the  Air,” 
next  in  the  “Tailspin  Tommy”  series  which  Paul 
Malvern  i.s  producing. 

— Farainount 

LEWIS  FOSTER  to  “Cornin’  Round  the  Moun- 
tain,” a hillbilly  musical  comedy,  from  his  own 
original.  George  Archainbaud  will  direct  and 
radio  personalities  will  top  the  cast. 

ROBERT  CARSON  to  “Lives  of  a Texas  Ranger,” 
to  be  directed  bv  James  Hogan. 

STD  KULLER  and  RAY  GOLDEN  to  “Follow 
the  Sun.” 

FRANK  BTfTLER  and  LEONARD  LEE  to 
“Safari.”  tor  which  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  has 
Tteen  signed  to  co-star  with  Madeleine  Carroll. 

SAM  HELLMAN  and  ZION  MYERS  teamed  on 
“Buck  Benny  Rides  Again,”  next  Jack  Benny 
.starrer. 

MARTIN  BERKELEY  to  “Miss  Susie  Slagle’s,” 
which  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  will  produce. 

JACK  MINTZ  to  “The  Biscuit  Eater,”  abiding 
comedy  twists. 

— The  Plan’s  the  Thing  Pnaluctions 

WALTETt  FEItRIS  to  “Tom  Browne’s  School 
Days.”  having  completed  “Swiss  Family  Robin- 
son.’ Pictures  will  be  produced  by  Gene  Towne 
and  Graham  Baker  for  RKO  Radio  relea.se. 

— RKO  Radio 

VICTORIA  LINCOLN  to  “Primrose  Path.”  from 
her  novel,  “Feliruary  Hill,”  which  Gregory  La- 
Cava.  will  produce  and  direct. 

BRADFORD  ROPES  to  “Hit  Parade  of  1940.” 

FRANCIS  MARTIN  to  “The  Hit  Parade  of 
1940.” 

— Charles  R.  Rogers 

JERRY  HOHWIN  and  DOROTHY  KILGALLAN 
to  “A  Star  in  Manhattan.”  whlcli  will  feature  14- 
year-old  Linda  Ware. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

WILLIAM  DRAKE  to  “The  Mark  of  Zorio,”  a 
forthcoming  Tyrone  Power  starrer. 

— I'ni^ersal 

PAUL  YAWITZ  and  EVE  GREENE  to  “Little 
Accident.”  a Baby  Sandy  starrer. 

— M arner  Bros. 

J.\MES  HILTON  to  “Cae.sar’s  Wife.”  a play  by 
W.  Somerset  Maugham. 

CASEY  ROBINSON  to  “The  Villa  on  the  Hill.” 
a novel  l»y  W.  Somerset  Maugham. 

CASEY  ROBINSON  to  “Panama  Canal,”  now 
being  aimed  as  a starrer  for  Edward  G.  Robinson. 

EARL  BALDWIN  to  “Brother  Orchid,”  from  a 
story  by  Richard  Connell. 

RAY  SCHROCK  and  EDMUND  PARDO  to  un- 
titled originals  for  the  “Secret  Service”  .series 
starring  Ronald  Reagan;  EARLE  SNELL  to 
“Phantom  Detective.’’ 

JULIUS  and  PHIL  EPSTEIN  to  “Saturday’s 
f’hildren,”  from  the  play  by  Maxwell  Anderson. 

WARREN  DUFF  to  “West  of  Frisco.”  slated  as 
a Bette  Davis  starrer. 

ROBERT  BUCKNER  to  “Gold  Train.” 

"Old  San  Francisco"  Is 
On  Warner  Schedule 

Another  contribution  to  the  industry’s 
Americanization  production  policy,  which 
has  waxed  and  waned  for  several  months, 
has  come  from  Warner,  where  plans  have 
been  announced  for  the  making  of  “Old 
San  Francisco,”  a story  of  the  city  cover- 
ing the  period  from  the  gold-rush  days  to 
the  Barbary  Coast  era  of  the  1890’s. 

A screenplay  for  the  subject  is  being 
prepared  by  Fred  Niblo  jr.  and  Dean 
Franklin.  Film  will  be  produced  by  the 
Bryan  Foy  unit. 

Production  still  is  temporarily  suspend- 
ed on  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator,” which  had  been  in  work  a week 
when  Chaplin  called  a halt  to  do  further 
polishing  on  the  script.  He  is  producing, 
directing,  writing  and  starring  in  the  sa- 
tirical thrust  at  the  totalitarian  nations. 
United  Artists  will  release. 


Producer  - lATSE 
Talks  Move  East 

With  the  decision  to  transfer  all  fur- 
thur  negotiations  concerning  the  pro- 
ducer-IATSE  basic  agreement  to  New 
York,  for  which  Pat  Casey,  labor  contact, 
is  expected  to  return  east  within  a few 
days,  the  turmoil  which  has  been  char- 
acterizing the  activities  of  the  local  Hays 
office  has  virtually  subsided  and  opera- 
tional procedure  has  dropped  back  to 
normal. 

Casey,  his  lieutenant,  Victor  Clarke,  and 
other  officials  of  the  organization  have 
been  working  double-shifts  during  the  past 
few  weeks,  during  which  the  fear  of  an 
industry-wide  strike  overshadowed  all 
other  matters  confronting  the  association. 

Local  spokesmen  declare  that  Will  Hays, 
president  of  the  MPPDA,  will  remain  on 
the  coast  for  at  least  another  two  weeks 
before  terminating  his  annual  summer  so- 
journ in  Hollywood  and  returning  to  New 
York.  It  was  also  indicated  that  in  the 
absence  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck.  who  is  in 
the  east,  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
association  will  be  canceled. 

Paramount  Buys  Color 
Equipment  for  Trio 

Paramount  has  purchased  more  than 
$300,000  worth  of  Technicolor  lighting 
equipment  for  use  in  three  current  pic- 
tures being  filmed  in  the  color  process, 
according  to  Fred  Geiger,  head  of  the 
studio’s  electrical  department.  The  order 
includes  200  various  lamps  and  arcs,  20,- 
000  feet  of  mill  cable  and  20  choke  coils. 


"Test  Number  606"  Title 
For  Ehrlich  Biog,  Film 

Warner  has  decided  to  title  its  biography 
of  Dr.  Paul  Ehrlich,  who  discovered  the 
cure  for  syphilis,  “Test  Number  606”  be- 
cause that  term  is  so  widely  known  and 
brings  the  social  problem  directly  into  the 
open.  Picture  starts  in  September  with 
Edward  G.  Robinson  in  the  starring  role. 
William  Dieterle  will  direct. 


George  Raft  Ann  Sheridan 
Team  in  "Torrid  Zone" 

George  Raft  and  Ann  Sheridan  will  be 
co-starred  in  “Torrid  Zone,”  a story  of  the 
Honduras  banana  industry,  at  Warner. 
Mark  Hellinger  will  produce  from  a script 
by  Richard  Macaulay  and  Jerry  Wald. 


"Underground"  for  Litvak 

Warner  has  assigned  Anatole  Litvak  to 
direct  “Underground,”  from  the  story  by 
Edwin  Justus  Mayer  and  Oliver  Garrett. 
John  Garfield  is  set  for  the  leading  role. 


Crosby  Under  Butler's  Direction 
Universal  has  signed  David  Butler  to 
direct  the  next  picture  starring  Bing  Cros- 
by for  the  company.  It  will  not  go  into 
production  until  early  in  1940. 


OPTIONS 


—Metro 

KAKlv  FREliNr>,  vanieranian.  given  new  mn- 
tract. 

MAIiV  TAYLC>R  handed  new  long-term  acting 
Ticket. 

GEOliGE  CUKOR  given  new  five-year  dire<- 
toriil  contract.  Hi.s  next  as.signinent  is  “Susan 
and  God.” 

R.AY  JUNE,  cameraman,  given  new  term  con- 
tract. 

MAUltlNE  WATKTN  joins  writing  staff. 

LES  SAMUELS  handed  new  scripting  contract. 
WALTER  PirXiBlON  given  new  term  acting 
deal. 

ALISTAIR  MacBAIN,  magazine  writer,  given 
scripting  on  tract. 

HELEN  GILBERT',  who  made  lier  s<  reen  <lehut 
in  “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever.”  draws  term 
agreement. 

— Puraiiiount 

I’AUL  McGRATH,  stage  player  who  made  his 
screen  Itow’  in  “Federal  Offense. “ .‘^et  for  another 
]d<’t  u re. 

JOHN  HOWARD  gis’en  one-year  exten.^ion  of 
acting  pact. 

— KKO  Kiulio 

ELISAHIOTH  T>E1NS,  iollege  actress  from  the 
Uni\ersit>-  of  Southern  Oalifornia,  given  term 
acting-  contract. 

— Ke|Hibli<> 

('0LLEB:N  MITRRHY  given  term  contract  to  ap- 
l>ear  as  leading  lady  in  the  Roy  Ro.gers  westerns. 

— Sel/Jiick  International 

JOSEPH  B.  PLATT.  New  York  architect  and 
de<’orator.  signed  to  design  interior  sets  for 
“Viel)ccca.” 

— 20th  ('eiitiir.> -Fov 

MAE  MARSH,  star  of  the  silent  screen,  win.s 
term  acting  contract. 

Er>MTfND  HANSEN  held  for  another  year  as 
head  of  the  sound  department. 

THOMAS  LITTLE,  liead  of  prop  depaitment, 
held  for  another  year. 

— Iniversal 

SAM  ItOBBlNS  joins  writing  staff. 

— Maker  Manger 

MERRITT  GERSTAD.  cameraman,  given  one- 
year  contract. 

— M’arnev  Bros. 

LEE  KATZ  given  new  writing  ticket.  He  is 
worUing  on  “TimV)er  Wolf.” 

F:DMUND  GOULDING,  director,  handed  new 
contract.  He  is  currently  piloting  “We  Are  Not 
Alone.”  starring  Paul  Mn-ni. 


Lyle  Talbot  Planning 
16-Week  P.  A,  Tour 

Planning  to  play  in  a specially-written 
dramatic  sketch.  Lyle  Talbot  is  set  to  em- 
bark upon  a 16-week  personal  appearance 
tour  through  the  east  and  midwest  when 
he  has  completed  a film  assignment  at 
Paramount. 

Maxie  Rosenbloom,  boxer  and  Warner 
player,  did  a p.a.  stint  in  connection  with 
the  opening  of  the  studio’s  “Each  Dawn  I 
Die”  at  the  Pox  Theatre  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Martha  Raye  and  her  husband,  David 
Rose,  have  returned  from  Port  Worth, 
Texas,  where  the  Paramount  comedienne 
fulfilled  an  engagement  at  Bill  Rose’s  Ca-sa 
Manana. 


Tex  Ritter  Injured 

Tex  Ritter,  Monogram  cowboy  star,  was 
injured  last  Monday  afternoon  when  the 
automobile  in  which  he  was  riding  turned 
over  near  Lookout,  W.  Va.  Curley  Hogg, 
a member  of  the  troupe  which  is  accom- 
panying Ritter  on  his  current  personal  ap- 
pearance tour,  suffered  a broken  rib.  The 
car  was  demolished. 


Ralofi  Will  Direct  Henie 

Next  directorial  assignment  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox for  Gregory  Ratoff  will  be 
“Everything  Happens  at  Night,”  the  Sonja 
Henie  starrer. 
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20TH-FOX  I REP, 


STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


^ BKVVAUK  SPOOKS — Joe  E.  Biowii,  Mary  Car- 
lisle.  Marc  Lawrence,  Clarence  Kolb,  Frank 
O Thomas.  Producer;  Robert  Sparks.  Dire^'tor; 

O Edward  Sedgwick. 


PRISON  SURGEON  — Walter  Connolly,  Onslow 
Stevens,  Douglas  Fowley,  Iris  Meredith,  Paul 
Fix,  Stanley  Blystone,  Bernard  Nedell.  Pro- 
ducer: B.  B.  Kahane.  Director:  Charles  Vidor. 

THE  IVIAN  TRAILER — Charles  Starrett,  Bill  El- 
liott, Dick  Curtis,  Art  Mix,  Lane  Chandler,  Iris 
Meredith.  Producer:  Leon  Barsha.  Director: 
Norman  Doming. 


6 

s 


O SCOl'TS  OF  THE  AIR — John  Trent,  Marjorie  Rey- 
S nolds,  Milburn  Stone.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern. 
O Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Original;  Hal 

S Forrest, 


FAST  AND  FURIOUS — Franchot  Tone,  Ann  Soth- 
ern,  Lee  Bowman,  John  Miljan,  Ruth  Hussey, 
Allyn  Joslym.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley.  Orig- 
inal; Marco  Page. 


Ml  UDER  IN  THE  BIG  HOUSE — Charles  Bickford, 
Barton  MacLane,  Dennis  Moore,  Russell  Hopton. 
Producer;  Scott  R.  Dunlap.  Director:  William 
Nigh.  Original:  Rev.  Patrick  O’Neil.  Screen- 
play: Martin  Mooney. 


NINOTCHKA — Greta  Garbo,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Ina 
Claire,  Sig  Rumann,  Felix  Bressart.  Producer: 
Sidney  Franklin.  Director:  Ernst  Lubitsch. 


^ EMERGENCY  vSQUAD — Louise  Campbell,  William 
W Henry.  Producer:  Harold  Hurley.  Director: 

2 Edward  Dmytryk. 


KNIGHTS  OF  THE  RANGE— Russell  Hayden, 
Jean  Parker.  Producer:  Harry  Sherman.  Orig- 
inal: Zane  Grey.  Screenplay:  Norman  Houston. 


THE  LIGHT  THAT  FAILED— Ronald  Colman, 
Ida  Lupino,  Walter  Huston,  Dudley  Digges. 
Producer-Director:  William  A.  Wellman.  Orig- 
inal: Rudyard  Kiplttng. 


UNTITLED  GEORGE  O^BRIEN— George  O’Brien. 
Q Chill  Wills.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Director: 

g Dave  Howard,  Screenplay':  Jack  Lait  jr. 

< 

® SUED  FOR  LIBEL — Kent  Taylor.  Linda  Hayes. 
O Lillian  Bond,  Thurston  Hall,  Morgan  Conway. 

M Producer:  Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Les  Goodwins. 

® Original:  Wolfe  Kaufman.  Screenplay:  Jerry 

Cady. 


MEET  DR.  CHRISTIAN— Jean  Hersholt,  Dick 
Baldwin,  Dorothy  Lovett,  Marcia  Mae  Jones, 
Jackie  Moran.  Producer:  William  Stevens.  Di- 
rector: Bernard  Vorhaus. 

THE  FLYING  DEUCES  — Stan  Laurel,  Oliver 
Hardy,  Jean  Parker,  Reginald  Gardiner,  James 
Finlayson.  Producer:  Boris  Morros.  Director: 
Eddie  Sutherland.  Screenplay:  Ralph  Spence, 
Harry  Langdon,  Alfred  Schiller. 


HEADLINE  NEWS — Arleen  Whelan,  Gordon  Oliver, 
Charley  Grapewin.  Producer:  Herman  Schlom. 
Director:  Harold  Young.  Screenplay:  Lionel 
Housers  Alice  Altschuler. 


CALLING  ALL  MARINES— Donald  Barry,  Helen 
Mack,  Robert  Kent,  Leon  Ames,  Warren  Hymer. 
Producer:  Armand  Schaefer.  Director:  John 
H.  Auer.  Screenplay:  Earl  Felton. 


:J0,000  MEN  A YEAR — Randolph  Scott.  Producer: 
Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  A1  Green. 


DRUMS  ALONG  THE  MOHAWK — Claudette  Col- 
bert, Henry  Fonda,  John  Carradine,  Eddie  Col- 
lins, Dorris  Bowden.  Producer:  Raymond  Grif- 
fith. Director:  John  Ford.  Original:  Walter  D. 
Edmonds. 

THE  SIMPLE  LIFE  — Stuart  Erwin,  Marjorie 
Weaver,  June  Gale,  Chick  Chandler,  Barnett 
Parker.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Anthony  McGuire.  Screenplay:  Clay  Adams, 
Leonard  Hoffman,  Hamilton  MacFadden. 


CITY  OF  DARKNESS— Sidney  Toler,  Lynn  Bari, 
Harold  Huber,  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Douglas  Dum- 
brille.  Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  Herbert 
I.  Leeds. 

HERE  I AM  A STRANGER  — Richard  Greene, 
Brenda  Joyce,  Richard  DIx,  Gladys  George,  Ro- 
land Young,  John  Arledge.  Producer:  Harry 
Joe  Brown.  Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth. 


< 

D 


REBECCA — Laurence  Olivier,  Judith  Anderson. 
Producer;  David  O.  Selznick.  Director:  Alfred 
Hitchcock.  Original:  Daphne  DuMaurler.  Screen- 
play: Martin  Berkelery. 


ETERNALLY  YOURS  — Loretta  Young.  David 
Niven,  Hugh  Herbert,  Raymond  Walburn.  Pro- 
ducer: Walter  Wanger.  Director:  Tay  Garnett. 
Screenplay:  Gene  Towne,  Graham  Baker. 


< 

^ LISTEN  KIDS — Johnny  Downs,  Constance  Moore, 
m Edgar  Kennedy,  Paula  Stone,  Janet  Beecher, 

5 Marjorie  Rambeau.  Producer;  AI  Rogell.  Dl- 

g rector:  Al  RogelL 

D 


TOWER  OF  LONDON  — Basil  Rathbone,  Boris 
Karloff,  George  Sanders,  Barbara  O’Neill,  Ian 
Hunter,  Vincent  Price,  Nan  Grey,  John  Sutton. 
Producer:  Rowland  V.  Lee.  Director:  Rowland 
V.  Lee. 

SOFTH  OF  THE  AMAZON— Douglas  Falrbanlts 
jr.,  Joan  Bennett,  John  Howard,  George  San- 
ders. Alan  Hale,  George  Bancroft.  Producer: 
Harry  Edington  (Famous  Productions').  Direc- 
tor: James  Whale.  Original:  Prances  Marlon. 


CHIP  OF  THE  FLYING  U — Johnny  Mack  Brown, 
Doris  Weston,  Fuzzy  Knight,  Bob  Baker.  Di- 
rector; Ralph  Staub. 


g 

cq 


STATE  COP — John  Payne,  Dennis  Morgan,  Gloria 
Dickson,  Julie  Stevens,  DeWolf  Hopper.  Pro- 
ducer: Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Terry  Morse. 


LADY  DICK — Jane  Wyman,  Dick  Foran,  Maxle 
Rosenbloom,  Gloria  Dickson,  John  Rldgely,  Tom 
Kennedy.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Noel 
Smith. 
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J^OUIS  BARD  of  the  Bard  Theatre  in 
Los  Angeles  was  here  at  the  Empire 
Hotel  with  the  missus,  son  and  daughter. 
Bard  left  for  L.  A.  after  a short  visit.  He 
stopped  over  in  Mt.  Carmel  . . . Bill  Helm 
of  the  Niles  Theatre  wants  to  vacation 
since  everyone  else  has  fished,  toured,  etc. 
Helm  decided  he  has  one  coming  . . . Man- 
ager Petersen  of  the  Petersen  Theatre, 
left  for  a trip  to  New  York. 

Ben  Hamms,  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  northern  California’s  attorney,  will 
leave  for  British  Columbia  this  year  on  his 
annual  hunting  and  fishing  trip.  Hamms 
also  is  the  counselor  for  the  T&D  thea- 
tres and  other  local  theatre  operators  . . . 
Don  Isabella  was  acting  manager  at  the 
T&D  theatre  in  Oakland  while  the  regu- 
lar manager  was  on  vacation  . . . Margaret 
Kennedy  of  the  Levin  Theatres,  vacationed 
in  Santa  Barbara  and  Montecito. 

Bob  Giniff,  former  shipper  at  the  20th- 
Pox  exchange  here,  was  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  Escalon  Theatre  in  Escalon, 
Cal.,  for  Bill  Peters,  who  owns  the  house. 
Jimmy  Faden  was  appointed  to  succeed 
Giniff  . . . Former  Viola  Thompson,  now 
the  wife  of  R.  D.  TuUy,  was  here  renewing 
acquaintances  on  the  Row.  Viola  is  the 
sister  of  the  great  fisherman.  Jewel 
Thompson,  and  was  a worker  in  the  RKO 
exchange  for  over  ten  years  before  taking 
the  marital  leap. 

Jewel  Thompson  of  the  Peterson  Thea- 
tres returned  from  her  vacation  with  this 
story:  It  seems  that  Jewel  went  fishing 
for  trout  for  the  first  time  and  caught  the 
limit  of  25  fish  in  one  afternoon.  Co-work- 
ers claim  that  when  the  fishing  bug  bit 
Jewel  she  caught  her  first  fish  and  now 
is  telling  her  first  fish  story.  Even  if  fish- 
ing wasn’t  good,  the  story  was  . . . Lucille 
Glass  of  the  Redwood  Theatres  has  just 
returned  from  her  vacation  while  Terace 
Keith  will  leave  this  week  . . . Ray  Har- 
per of  the  Mariposa  and  Merced  Falls 
theatres  was  in  town  and  visited  along 
Filmrow  . . . Georgette  Marraco  of  the  All- 
Star  exchange  left  for  her  vacation. 

Mark  Corey,  former  Pathe  manager 
here  and  at  present  RKO  manager  in 
Portland,  was  a visitor  on  the  Row  . . . 
Manager  Ray  Kelsall  of  the  Jose,  Liberty 
and  Victory  theatres  in  San  Jose,  was 
seen  along  the  Row  . . . Bill  Edmonds, 
manager  of  the  New  Vogue  Theatre  in 
Salinas,  Cal.,  was  another  Row  visitor  . . . 
E.  Naharro  is  here  from  Alvarado  . . . 
Warner’s  Seattle  ad  sales  manager,  Dan 
Weston,  and  Booker  Guy  Maxey  were 
visiting  the  local  exchange  during  their 
vacation  here. 

Hot  tip  of  the  week:  A new  house  will  be 
built  in  San  Carlos  and  not  by  Arch  Bowles 
in  the  next  few  weeks!  That  is  hot  off  the 
fire!  . . . After  taking  over  the  Fox  in 
Turlock  the  T&D  circuit  has  appointed 
William  Nabham  as  the  new  manager 
there.  Nabham  was  formerly  manager  of 
the  Strand  in  Merced.  C.  V.  Taylor,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  T&D  circuit,  has  not 
yet  appointed  a successor  . . . Edwin  Alvin, 
formerly  of  the  Fox  Theatre,  Turlock,  has 
replaced  Frank  Holtz  as  manager  of  the 
Del  Paso  Theatre,  a Blumenfeld  unit. 


Allied  Plans  to  Aid 
ITO  in  Its  Fight 


Los  Angeles — Although  it  flatly  rejected 
the  exhibitor-distributor  trade  practice 
code.  Allied  States’  local  chapter  is  vitally 
interested  in  the  fight  being  carried  on  by 
the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.  to  eliminate  commercial- 
ized previews  and  first-run  moveovers  in 
this  territory.  To  this  end  it  is  planning 
to  aid  the  I'TO  in  every  way  possible  to 
secure  concessions  on  those  two  points, 
however  that  may  be  accomplished.  This 
despite  the  fact  the  two  organizations  are 
unalterably  opposed  on  most  other  points 
contained  in  the  code  as  it  stands  or  as  it 
may  be  altered. 

Rodgers  Due  on  Coast  August  21 

This  was  the  sentiment  expressed  by 
President  Seth  Perkins  of  Allied,  who  de- 
clared he  is  anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  Metro  and  sub-committee  chair- 
man for  distributors,  who  is  expected  on 
the  coast  August  21.  Perkins  reiterated, 
however,  that  the  projected  conferences 
with  Rodgers  and  the  Allied-ITO  liaison 
is  not  to  be  interpreted  as  meaning  the 
local  Allied  membership  will  become  sig- 
natories to  the  code  in  any  form.  His 
belief  is  that,  code  or  no  code,  abolishment 
of  moveovers  and  commercialized  previews 
will  be  of  widespread  benefit  to  all  south- 
ern California  independent  showmen,  re- 
gardless of  their  affiliations. 

Following  the  talks  with  Rodgers.  Per- 
kins will  call  an  Allied  membership  meet- 
ing at  which  future  plans  for  the  organiza- 
tion will  be  mapped  out. 

ITO  Anxiously  Awaits  Rodgers 

Rodgers’  arrival  is  being  anticipated  with 
equal  anxiety  by  ITO  leaders.  If  success- 
ful in  obtaining  the  desired  concessions, 
which  Rodgers  has  declared  must  be  work- 
ed out  through  the  individual  companies 
concerned  and  not  as  part  of  the  code, 
a general  ITO  membership  meeting  will  be 
called  to  ratify  the  trade  pact.  Rodgers, 
while  here,  is  expected  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions for  an  arbitration  board  and  other 
machinery,  with  the  possibility  the  code 
may  be  in  operation  next  month. 


Industry  Instigates 
Move  on  Carnivals 

Seattle — The  motion  picture  industry 
has  opened  war  on  street  carnivals  in  Se- 
attle. Jim  Hone,  executive  secretary  of 
the  State’s  MPTO  urged  before  the  li- 
cense committee  of  the  city  council  that 
a ban  be  placed  on  licenses  to  traveling 
carnivals. 

Hone  asserted  that  carnivals  are  harm- 
ful to  the  public  welfare  and  dangeroue- 
to  health,  that  unsanitary  conditions  are 
tolerated  on  the  lots  and  streets  on  which 
they  operate  and  that  various  types  of 
gambling  are  permitted  in  their  operations. 

The  chairman  for  the  license  commit- 
tee pointed  out  that  carnivals  have  been 
permitted  for  many  years  and  are  licensed 
under  tariffs  set  up  in  the  license  code. 
“At  the  present  time  the  commissioner 
of  licenses  can  issue  a license  to  a carnival 
on  his  own  authority  and  without  seeking 
the  permission  of  the  council’’  the  chair- 
man pointed  out,  “However,  if  public  pol- 
icy appears  to  require  it,  the  council  can 
legislate  to  regulate.” 


Studio  Visitors  From  the  Territory — 

Top:  J.  B.  Kendall  of  the  Fred  Mercy  circuit  at  Ellensburg,  Wash.,  and 
Gloria  Dickson  on  the  set  of  “The  Lady  Dick”  at  the  Warner  studio.  Below, 
J.  F.  Whyte  (second  from  left),  of  the  Fox  circuit  in  Denver,  and  his  family 
with  James  Stephenson  on  the  “Philo  Vance  Comes  Back”  set,  also  at  the 
Warner  studio. 
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gEATTLE'S  Filnu-ow  is  never  happier 
than  when  it  is  congratulating  some 
mem'oer  for  conspicuous  achievement,  or 
throwing  a party  and  buying  a present. 
Handshakes,  pats  on  the  back  and  con- 
gratulations now  are  being  bestowed  upon 
Guy  Navarre,  branch  manager  for  United 
Artists  and  his  sales  and  office  staff  since 
Navarre,  in  a telegram  from  Jack  Schlai- 
fer.  western  division  manager,  was  advised 
that  the  Seattle  office  won  first  place  in 
the  20th  Anniversary  sales  drive  covering 
a period  of  an  entire  year  and  rewarded 
with  many  prizes.  Guy  receives  a prize 
of  $1,000.  Pete  Higgins,  number  one  sales- 
man in  the  western  division,  receives  $500: 
Harold  Hardin,  office  manager  a bonus  of 
four  weeks’  sa'ary.  All  the  salesmen  won 
places  in  the  organization’s  100  Per  Cent 
Club  and  received  cash  bonuses  of  $250 
each  plus  increases  in  salary.  These  sales- 
men were  among  the  first  ten  in  the 
United  States.  Tliey  are:  Pete  Higgins, 
A.  H.  Kloepper,  Jack  O’Bryan  and  Jack 
O’Loughlin. 

Walter  Coy  of  the  Coy's  White  Center 
Theatre  will  start  shoiving  films  on  week- 
ends in  Burien  City  September  15.  Coy 
has  made  a deal  with  the  Hi-Line  High 
School  body,  and  the  school  auditorium 
will  house  the  showings.  Hall  seats  some 
1,400. 

Betty  Fowler,  inspectress  for  many  years 
at  RKO,  has  passed  away.  She  has  been 
ailing  for  some  time  . . . Art  Slater  of 
Northwest  Film  Service  is  busy  entertain- 
ing H.  E.  McKinney  and  his  partner  of 
the  Iowa  Film  Service  of  Des  Moines  . . . 
Bert  Pollard,  assistant  manager  and  book- 
er for  UA  in  Los  Angeles,  with  Mrs.  Pollard 
and  their  two  daughters,  guests  of  their 
uncle  and  aunt  Les  and  Mrs.  Theuerkauf 
. . . Fred  and  Mrs.  Mercy  jr.  and  their 
three  sons  with  Edgar  and  Mrs.  Mercy 
from  Camas,  and  Paul  Mercy  from  Yakima 
off  to  British  Columbia  to  greet  Mrs.  Tess 
Mercy  who  arrives  there  on  a cruise  from 
New  York  via  Alaska. 

Melva  Ferrette  of  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice wearing  a beautiful  engagement  ring. 
Wedding  bells  will  peal  on  the  26th  of  this 
month  with  the  lucky  man  being  Don  Mc- 
Peak  . . . E.  G.  “Dad”  Abott  of  Sedro- 
Woolley,  who  returned  recently  from  New 
York,  has  given  his  son-in-law.  Dr.  R.  H. 
Ridgeway,  a ticket  on  United  Air  Lines  for 
a similar  visit.  He  will  visit  Mrs.  Ridge- 
way who  is  a director  arid  hostess  at  the 
W ashington  State  Bldg,  at  the  Fair. 

L J.  McGinley,  writing  from  Indian- 
apolis, asking  his  thanks  be  conveyed  to 
his  many  friends  on  Filmrow  for  the  sur- 
prise “bon  voyage”  they  gave  him  at  the 

Judell  Opens  Exchange 
In  L.  A.  September  5 

Los  Angeles — Ben  Judell’s  Producers 
Distributing  Corp.  will  open  a local  ex- 
change September  5,  with  Marty  Solomon 
in  charge,  to  handle  product  turned  out 
by  Judell’s  Producers  Pictures  Corp.  Arn- 
old Krieger  has  been  appointed  to  travel 
as  country  salesman. 


airport  and  for  the  handsome  gift  that 
he  carries  with  him.  His  travels  will  bring 
him  to  Seattle  on  August  15  for  a short 
stay  . . . Walter  Graham,  exhibitor  from 
Shelton,  in  order  to  escape  the  heat  took 
his  plane  and  hopped  for  Nome,  Alaska. 

Carton  Miles  in  town  as  advance  repre- 
sentative for  “Tobacco  Road”  opening  at 
the  Metropolitan  soon  . . . R.  E.  Lee, 
operating  a theatre  chain  in  eastern  Wash- 
ington. has  discontinued  his  houses  at 
Ichelium  and  Kettle  Falls.  Both  towns 
will  eventually  be  submerged  by  the  back- 
water from  Coulee  Dam. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Sulzbacher  of  Kansas  City 
is  the  houseguest  of  Mrs.  Frank  L.  New- 
man sr.  . . . Word  from  the  south  tells 
of  Myke  Lewis,  sales  executive  with  Para- 
mount for  25  years  and  former  district 
manager  in  this  territory,  being  named 
sales  manager  for  the  Harry  Sherman 
Productions. 

Gertrude  Francon  of  Monogram’s  Los 
Angeles  office  is  vacationing  in  the  north- 
ivest  and  is  paying  her  respects  to  the  local 
Monogram  office  . . . The  Roy  Coopers 
who  have  been  much  entertained  during 
their  vacation  visit  have  left  for  their  home 
in  San  Francisco  . . . Albert  Rule,  RKO 
exploitation  expert  has  beeji  in  Seattle  in 
the  interest  of  “Bachelor  Mother”  . . . 
Rule’s  documentary  film  of  1933  “The  Big 
Drive”  was  one  of  the  top  grossers  of  that 
season. 

Dick  Harris,  son  of  Monogram’s  head 
booker,  is  the  proud  owner  of  a new  base- 
ball suit.  His  dad  got  it  for  his  eighth 
bii'thday  , . . Cecil  and  Tudy  Gwinn, 
and  daughter  Elaine,  are  visiting  the  Fair 
in  San  Francisco.  Cecil  has  theatres  in 
Centralia  and  Chahalis  . . . Ruby  McMillan 
of  the  Columbia  office  is  wearing  that 
well-known  sparkler  on  the  proper  finger 
. . . Paul  'Volkman  in  from  Wapato  to 
book  pictures  for  the  opening  of  his  new 
Dickon  Tlieatre  which  opens  in  a couple  of 
weeks  . . . Sam  Hearst  of  the  Birdseye 
Electric  Co.  here  from  San  F^-ancisco  and 
talking  things  over  with  B.  F.  “Ben” 
Shearer  . . . Douglas  Pratt,  auditor  for 
Columbia,  doing  his  stuff  around  the  local 
exchange  . . . Mrs.  Joe  Danz  nursing  a 
broken  arm  received  in  a fall  . . . John 
von  Herberg  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  by  plane 
for  a few  days. 

Mrs.  N.  E.  Huff  whose  husband  operates 


Bace  Builds  Entire 
Theatre  Himseli 

Taft,  Cal. — Just  disclosed  is  the  fact 
that  the  Roxy  Theatre,  recently  opened, 
was  built  entirely  by  its  owner-opera- 
tor, I.  W.  Bace.  He  designed  the  GOO- 
seat  house,  mixed  the  concrete,  laid 
the  foundations,  built  the  framework, 
installed  the  projection  and  sound 
equipment,  cooling  system  and  seats. 
The  task  took  ten  months  and  eight 
days,  Bace  working  16  hours  daily. 


the  Liberty  and  Huff  theatres  in  Couer 
d’Alene,  spending  some  time  in  the  hos- 
pital but  coming  along  fine  . . . Frank 
Newman  sr.  back  from  New  York  where  he 
worked  on  product  and  clearance  deals  for 
his  territory  . . . Jerry  Ross,  manager  and 
master  of  ceremonies  at  the  Palomar  The- 
atre, is  nursing  an  infected  foot.  Murray 
Peck,  manager  of  the  Colonial,  is  pinch- 
hitting  for  Jerry  and  doing  a swell  job. 

The  Paramount  exchange  building  is  be- 
ing painted  . . . Mike  Lyons  Show  Box 
looking  like  a million  with  a new  marquee 
which  is  one  of  the  biggest  in  town  . . . 
Morrie  Saffle  inviting  the  press  and  vari- 
ous exhibitors  to  a preview  of  “Wizard  of 
Oz”  and  getting  lots  of  fine  compliments 
on  the  production  . . . B.  F.  Shearer  in- 
viting a gang  to  one  of  the  shortest  pre- 
views in  history.  The  preview  was  a news- 
reel shot  showing  L.  J.  McGinley  leaving 
on  his  long  air  trek  to  visit  the  various 
Universal  exchanges  throughout  the 
United  States.  Lots  of  laughs  when  Mac 
produced  his  plane  ticket  that  was  fully 
five  yards  long. 

Art  Hile,  in  toivn  doing  some  missionary 
ivork  for  the  independent  theatres  in  Port- 
land . . . Visitors  this  week  included:  Joe 
Rosenfield  from  Spokane  who  came  to  con- 
fer with  his  boss,  Al  Rosenberg,  who  is 
back  from  the  long  rest  in  California; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cochrane  from  Snoqualmie; 
Charlie  Greime  and  family  from  Wenat- 
chee; Bert  Williams  from  Cashmere  and 
talking  of  the  good  pictures  taken  at  the 
recent  golf  tourney  that  appeared  in  Box- 
office. 

Charlie  Laidlaw  from  Dayton  and  miss- 
ing a longshot  bet  because  the  man  was 
not  there  to  take  his  money.  Harry  Blatt 
of  Metro  vacationing  on  Lummi  Island  . . . 
Bill  Parker  planing  out  to  Spokane  . . . 
Mrs.  L.  O.  Lukan  back  from  a visit  with 
the  Bill  Cunninghams  in  Portland  . . . 
W.  E.  Calloway,  western  district  manager 
for  Warner,  in  town  for  a few  days  then 
back  to  California  . . . Les  and  Mrs.  Theu- 
erkauf and  Bill  and  Mrs.  Bedgisoff  en- 
joying a weekend  at  Diablo  Canyon. 

Neal  Walton  back  from  his  Yakima  trip 
and  telling  of  the  heat  . . . Bjarne  Moe 
discovering  that  the  lock  was  on  the  bot- 
tom. He  had  to  break  the  glass  to  find 
out  . . . Harriet  Lainb  to  Bainbridge 
Island  for  a complete  rest  . . . Bob  Lip- 
pert  to  Portland,  then  on  to  Sa.n  Francisco 
after  getting  his  theatre  giveaways  set  in 
the  Northwest  , . . Ferry  strike  now  in  its 
second  week,  still  sending  the  boys  who 
live  on  the  Islands,  to  Tacoma  in  order 
to  get  boat  transportation  home. 

Hofiberg  Western  Rights 
To  Sam  Nathanson 

Los  Angeles — Sam  Nathanson’s  Coast 
Pictures  has  acquired  western  territory 
distribution  rights  to  a number  of  French, 
English  and  other  foreign  pictures  being 
handled  in  this  country  by  J.  H.  Hoffberg, 
president  of  J.  H.  H.  Productions  of  New 
York. 
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Ludwig  Sells  Nathanson 
Anti-War  Film  Rights 

Los  Angeles — Having  acquired  a tract 
of  land  in  Hollywood  upon  which  he  im- 
mediately will  begin  construction  of  a de 
luxe  theatre,  John  Ludwig,  exhibitor  from 
Minneapolis,  who  has  west  coast  distribu- 
tion rights  to  “When  Germany  Surren- 
dered,” documentary  anti-war  film,  has 
sold  distribution  on  the  picture  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona  to  Sam  Nathanson  of 
Coast  Pictures. 

Ludwig’s  theatre  will  be  located  near 
the  old  National  Broadcasting  Co.  studios 
on  Melrose  Ave.  and  is  being  planned  for 
a September  1 opening. 

Providing  an  acceptable  distributor  can 
be  located,  Ludwig  proposes  also  to  dis- 
pose of  his  rights  to  the  picture  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  in  order  to  devote  full 
time  to  exhibition. 

A tieup  with  the  American  Legion  for 
“When  Germany  Sm'renders”  has  been  se- 
cured whereby  the  film  will  be  given 
Legion  support.  The  pictui’e  was  given  its 
first  local  showing  August  4 at  the  20th 
Century-Fox  exchange,  attended  by  the 
press.  Legion  executives,  U.  S.  army  offi- 
cers and  representatives  of  several  peace 
organizations. 

Varied  Program  Provided 
At  All-Industry  Outing 

Salt  Lake  City — A varied  program  of 
sports  and  contests  was  arranged  for  the 
exhibitors,  bookers,  shippers,  buyers  and 
distributor  executives  attending  the  all- 
industry outing  Thursday  afternoon,  Au- 
gust 17. 

The  event  was  the  second  annual  “Movie 
Day”  and  was  held  at  Lagoon,  mountain 
resort  located  between  Salt  Lake  and 
Ogden. 

On  the  general  arrangements  committee 
were  F.  S.  Winward,  RKO;  S.  E.  Samuel- 
son.  Intermountain  Theatres;  John  Craig, 
Rapid  Express:  Joseph  E.  Madsen,  UA; 
Ralph  Jiza,  GN;  R.  P.  Hasse,  National 
Theatre  Supply;  Charles  Welch,  and  Bob 
Worthen,  projectionist. 

Judges  for  the  bathing  girl  revue,  which 
will  determine  the  queen  of  the  day,  in- 
cluded Charles  L.  Walker,  20th-Fox:  Ray 
M.  Hendry  and  Charles  M.  Pincus,  Inter- 
mountain Theatres:  John  Rugar,  Park 
City;  Charles  Huish,  Richfield;  E.  S.  Win- 
ward,  RKO;  Joseph  L.  Lawrence  and  Ham- 
ilton G.  Park. 


Rosener  Leases  Met 

Seattle — Herbert  Rosener,  of  the  Herbert 
Rosener  Co.,  formerly  operating  the  Mont- 
lake  Theatre  here,  has  signed  a lease  with 
the  Metropolitan  Building  Co.  for  the  Met- 
ropolitan Theatre  for  the  showing  of  for- 
eign pictures.  The  lease  calls  for  films  to 
give  way  to  road  shows  and  concerts  when 
bookings  conflict. 


Michel  Acquires  Roosevelt 
Oakland — A.  Michel,  former  operator  of 
the  Larkin  Theatre  here,  has  taken  over 
the  Roosevelt. 


^L  GALSTON,  president  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners,  has  return- 
ed from  a short  vacation  . . . Rotus 
Harvey  of  the  Harvey  Amusement  Co.,  San 
Francisco,  came  in  for  a short  stay  , . . 
Another  visitor  from  the  Bay  City  was 
Barney  Rose,  Universal  branch  manager 
there,  who  came  down  to  attend  the  pre- 
miere of  his  company’s  “When  Tomorrow 
Comes”  at  the  Pantages  Theatre  in  Holly- 
wood. 

C.  G.  LeFever  and  D.  C.  Burks,  of  Tuc- 
son, Ariz.,  made  an  inspection  tour  of  Chet 
Black’s  Drive-In  Theatre  on  Pico  Bind., 
and  disclosed  they  are  planning  to  build 
a.  450-car  capacity  drive-in  in  their  home 
town.  Burks  claims  the  weather  in  Tucson 
is  ideal  for  such  an  enterprise  at  least  300 
days  a year. 

On  the  Row:  Glen  Bast,  Del  Mar  Thea- 
tre, Carpinteria;  Joe  Sloat,  Maynard; 
Nate  Boasberg,  Ritz,  Inglewood;  Leo  Fen- 
ton, Metro  'Theatre;  Isaac  Victor,  Long 
Beach;  two  exhibitors  from  Escondido — 
Dan  Johnson  of  the  Ritz  and  Bob  Leon- 
ard, Pala;  Kurt  Laemmle,  Franklin  and 
Glasswell. 

Just  disclosed  was  the  surprise  marriage 
of  Barbara  O’Keefe,  daughter  of  Gene 
O'Keefe,  exhibitor  in  Maywood,  to  Merrill 
Gallup  last  July  29.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  in  Santa  Ana  . . . Jimmy  Rackin 
of  Exhibitors  Service  is  evidently  preparing 
for  a cold  winter — he’s  begun  to  raise  a 
new  mustaehe  to  replace  the  labial  orna- 
ment he  discarded  last  spring  . . . L.  J. 
McGinley,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  western 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists" 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


district  in  Universal’s  exhibitor-sponsored 
testimonial  date  drive,  which  started  Au- 
gust 1,  has  returned  to  San  Francisco 
after  starting  the  ball  rolling  in  the  local 
exchange.  The  winning  office  in  each  di- 
vision will  receive  $1,500  in  prize  money. 

W.  L.  Wagner,  head  of  the  Wagner 
Silhouette  Letter  Co.,  came  in  for  confer- 
ences with  local  B.  F.  Shearer  represent- 
atives, who  distribute  his  product  here  . . . 
Eugene  Berkhoff,  of  the  Cinema  Theatre, 
returned  from  a six-week  vacation  in  Chi- 
cago . . . Mary  Clarke,  Universal  film  in- 
spectress. is  off  on  a two-week  holiday. 

Charles  Bragg,  local  insurance  man,  is 
spending  a few  days  at  Hermosa  Beach 
with  his  family  . . . Booking  visitors  in- 
cluded Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Ullmaii,  of  El 
Centro;  Phil  Zeller,  Mission  Theatre.  San- 
ta Barbara;  Bill  Kilgore,  in  from  Duncan, 
Ariz.,  and  E.  A.  Stein,  who  operates  a thea- 
tre in  Wickcnburg,  same  state;  Ivan  Row- 
ley.  Ward’s  Theatre,  Pismo  Beach;  John 
Rennie  of  San  Fernando;  Scott  Bayliss, 
partner  of  George  Bourke  in  two  Sawtelle 
houses;  Ben  Bronstein;  Jack  Chasen,  Rose- 
bud Theatre. 

The  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.  is  installing  fix- 
tures and  carpets  in  the  new  Town  Theatre, 
being  constructed  by  M.  Kaplan  and  A1 
Bowman.  RCA  sound  equipment  is  being 
installed  by  the  Filbert  Photoplay  Supply 
Co.  . . . A1  Pavlow,  former  owner  of  the 
Rainbow  and  Aliena  theatres,  now  is  a sales 
representative  for  the  Paul  G.  Hoffman 
automobile  agency  . . . Earl  Johnson,  op- 
(Continued  on  page  84-D) 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

•'THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratofi 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 


A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  TH£  EXHIBITOR 
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JOE  SOLOMON  and  Ernie  Gibson,  United 

Artists  salesmen,  each  won  $254  as  prize 
money  in  the  company’s  recent  sales  drive. 
Tony  Hartford,  branch  manager,  also  won 
his  quota.  Solomon  is  'ouying  a new  car 
and  giving  a party  for  the  UA  staff  . . . 
L.  J.  McGinley.  in  charge  of  the  “Exhibi- 
tors Sponsored  Testimonial  Contest”  be- 
ing held  by  Universal  and  in  charge  of 
all  affairs  west  of  Detroit,  is  due  here 
for  conferences  with  Branch  Manager  Mat 
Aparton  and  the  sales  force.  Tloe  contest 
started  August  1 and  runs  imtil  October  31. 

The  former  Capitol  exchange  has 
changed  its  name  to  the  Premier  with 
Harry  Kerrer  still  in  charge  and  no  change 
in  personnel.  There  are  now  Premier  of- 
fices in  Seattle.  Portland,  Denver,  Los 
Aiigeles  and  San  Francisco.  Harry’s  broth- 
er George  is  manager  in  Denver  and  Henry 
Sonenshine,  general  manager  for  Premier, 
is  brother-in-law  to  Harry.  Harry  has  just 
returned  from  a trip  to  both  the  Pacific 
coast  and  Denver. 

Many  exhibitors  were  in  town  to  attend 
the  “Movie  Day”  outing.  Included  were 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Price  of  the  Novelty  Theatre 
at  Paris.  Ida.,  and  A.  F.  Johnson  of  Sal- 
mon. Idaho,  who  operates  the  Roxy  The- 
atre and  who  came  460  miles  to  go  to  the 
picnic.  Helmer  George  of  the  Royal  Thea- 
tre at  Rigby.  Ida.,  also  was  in  town  . . . 
J.  H.  Miller  of  the  Cameo  Theatre  at  Amer- 
ican Fork.  Utah,  was  seen  on  the  Row. 
Miller  recently  attended  the  World’s  Fair 
in  New  York. 

James  R.  Keitz  of  the  Mercury  branch 
in  Salt  Lake  City  reports  that  contracts 
have  been  let  by  the  Standard  Pictures 
Corp.  . . . Manager  E.  W . Wilson  of  Grand 
National  has  been  working  on  the  circuits 
and  expects  to  go  into  Idaho  shortly  . . . 
J.  T.  Sheffield.  Sheffield- Republic  ex- 
changes. is  due  in  Salt  Lake  City  for  sev- 
eral days  again.  Manager  G.  S.  Pinnell 
of  the  local  offices  is  on  an  extended  sales 
trip  in  the  northern  part  of  the  terri- 
tory. Paul  McElhinney  is  returning  from 
southern  Utah  . . . Robert  Hill.  Columbia 
supervisor  for  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City, 
was  here  to  hold  a sales  meeting  with 
Branch  Manager  Bill  Seib  and  the  local 
force  . . . Sam  Gardner,  M-G-M’s  local 
chief,  has  been  in  Montana  for  business 
. . . Paramount  Manager  F.  H.  Smith  is 
back  from  an  extended  trip  into  Montana 
and  Idaho. 

The  Utah  Theatre,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Norman  Sprowl,  put  on  a “Spook 
Frolic”  midnight,  August  12.  Francisco 
and  his  big  stage  show  were  featured. 
The  show  required  separate  tickets.  The 
picture  shown  was  Warner’s  “Sh!  The  Oc- 
topus.” Admission  was  30  cents  . . . Pamph- 
lets have  been  distributed  throughout  the 
city  proclaiming  the  big  “Free  Show” 
being  put  on  as  a tieup  with  Borden’s 
Evaporated  Milk  Co.  here  and  the  Utah 
Theatre.  The  show  is  for  children  and 
will  be  held  both  at  the  Utah  and  the 
Mario  of  Sugarhouse,  both  Intermountain 
chain  units.  This  is  in  conjunction  with 
the  Popeye  Club  shows  . . . Seventy-five 
newsboys  of  the  Salt  Lake  Tribune  and 
Telegram  were  treated  to  another  party 


Frank  Newman  Acquires 
Portland  Pix  Theatre 


Seattle — Frank  Newman  sr.,  president 
of  Fox-Evergreen  theatres  in  the  North- 
west, announces  the  acquisition  of  the  Pix 
Theatre  in  Portland.  House  was  formerly 
the  Rivoli  but  became  the  Pix  when  Jesse 
Jones  took  over  the  place. 

The  theatre  will  come  under  the  wing 
of  A1  Finklestein,  division  manager  for 
Evergreen  in  Oregon.  Policy  has  not  yet 
been  announced  but  it  is  expected  that  the 
house  will  be  dark  for  a short  period  to 
allow  for  alterations  and  decorations. 


Earl  Stanley  Again  Heads 
Seattle  Theatre  Employes 

Seattle — Officers  elected  for  the  coming 
year  by  the  Theatre  Employes  Union, 
Local  B-22,  were,  Earl  Day  Stanley,  un- 
opposed for  the  presidency,  and  Ed  Wind- 
sor. vice-president. 

Other  officers  included  George  T.  Hood, 
secretary-treasurer;  Jack  Dudman,  ser- 
geant-at-arms and  executive  board;  Helen 
Harper  Ludwig,  representing  the  cashiers; 
Edna  Pierce,  the  usherettes;  Fred  Hart- 
man, doorman,  and  FTank  Gibson,  out- 
door amusements. 


Peterson  to  FWC  New  Town; 

Don  Beck  Now  at  Ritz 

Great  Falls,  Mont. — Earl  Peterson  has 
been  named  manager  of  Fox  West  Coast’s 
newly-opened  Town  Theatre.  He  moves 
over  from  the  managerial  spot  at  the 
Ritz,  and  has  been  replaced  at  the  latter 
house  by  Don  Beck. 


Temple  at  San  Bernardino 
Reopens  Following  Repairs 

San  Bernardino,  Cal. — Newly  decorated 
and  modernized,  the  Temple  Theatre  has 
been  reopened  with  Bill  Braman  as  mana- 
ger. House  was  recently  acquired  by  the 
Cabart  Circuit. 


Berne  Buys  Sierra  and 
Patterson  Gets  Sunset 

Eagle  Rock,  Cal. — Martin  Berne  has  pur- 
chased the  Sierra  'Theatre  from  Ed  Patter- 
son and  the  latter  has  bought  the  Sunset, 
a Los  Angeles  house,  from  Ed  Blake.  “Doc” 
Barsky  acted  as  broker  in  the  deals. 


Kulla  to  Reopen  Star  in 
Los  Angeles  Sept.  3 

Los  Angeles — The  Star  Theatre,  closed 
in  June  when  Owner  Rube  Kulla  embarked 
on  a vacation  to  New  York,  will  reopen 
September  3.  The  Main  Street  house  op- 
erates on  a ten-cent  admission  scale. 


as  the  guests  of  the  Roxy  Theatre  to  see 
the  Pollock  Bros,  circus  on  the  stage. 

While  Lou  Sorenson,  assistant  manager 
at  the  Utah  Theatre,  vacationed  B.  L. 
Rupp,  head  usher,  took  his  place  . . .Miss 
Viola  Kerikas,  cashier  at  the  Sheffield- 
Republic  offices  is  on  a two-week  vacation 
in  Chicago. 


» IE  M V IE  IR 

JJARRY  McDonald,  who  operates  in 
Torrington,  Wyo..  and  Mitchell  and 
Crawford,  Neb.,  is  starting  a new  theatre 
at  Mitchell  to  seat  550,  to  replace  his 
present  house.  He  hopes  to  have  the  house 
ready  for  November  1 opening.  Bob  Spawn, 
booker  with  Gibralter  Enterprises,  has  left 
that  company  to  go  with  McDonald.  Spawn 
will  headquarter  in  Torrington  at  present. 

Chas.  E.  Morehead  has  been  moved 
from  Beatrice,  Neb.,  to  manage  the  Fox 
houses  at  Fort  Collins,  Colo.  He  takes  the 
place  formerly  held  by  Ed  Marquand,  who 
died  recently  . . . Tom  Berta,  city  manager 
for  Fox  at  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  and  Kay 
^Mahoney  of  Chicago,  were  married  at  Pali- 
sades, Mich.,  and  after  a honeymoon  are 
making  their  home  at  Rock  Springs. 

“Movie”  McScaton  of  Sioux  City,  la., 
who  operates  in  the  Omaha  territory,  was 
in  Denver  visiting  the  exchanges.  He  buys 
most  of  his  prints  outright.  I^e  has  re- 
built some  of  his  projectors  to  handle 
4,000-foot  reels,  so  he  can  run  a full  show 
with  only  one  break — and  he  has  that  down 
to  30  seconds. 

George  Kerer  will  handle  the  Armstrong- 
Ambers  fight  films  for  the  Denver  terri- 
tory, with  prints  available  by  August  24. 
Kerer  also  has  signed  contracts  for  the 
films  of  the  Galento-Nova  heavyweight 
fight  set  for  September  7. 

With  two  houses,  the  Park  and  Rustic, 
operating  in  Estes  Park,  and  the  latter 
scheduled  to  remain  open  all  winter,  the 
town  has  set  two  records  as  far  as  theatres 
are  concerned.  It’s  the  first  time  the  town 
has  had  two  theatres,  and  it  will  be  the 
first  time  one  has  remained  open  all  year. 
R.  D.  Ervin  (W.E.M  Amusement  Co.)  op- 
erates the  Park  with  L.  F.  Flower  own- 
ing the  Rustic. 

Lon  T.  Fidler,  manager  of  the  Mono- 
gram exchange,  all  set  to  start  on  a New 
Mexico  sales  trip,  while  Connie  Rose,  sales- 
man, was  in  the  Arkansas  valley  extolling 
the  boxoffice  virtues  of  the  Monogram 
product.  Fidler  reports  sales  are  well  above 
last  year. 

The  American  'Theatre  at  Gillette,  Wyo., 
will  open  by  August  31,  providing  the 
building  can  be  made  ready  by  that  time. 
George  McAnany  will  operate  the  house, 
and  has  contracted  with  Commercial  Film 
exchange  for  “Murder  by  Television”  and 
Passion  Play  to  open  the  house.  'The 
hous  seats  200,  with  a price  schedule  of 
10  and  15  cents,  and  will  give  the  town 
two  theatres. 


Chicago  Premiere  for  Shorts 

Hollywood  — Warner  will  world-pre- 
miere the  first  two  Howard  Hill-Errol 
Flynn  archery  shorts  in  Chicago,  Sep- 
tember 15,  tying  in  with  a bow-and-arrow 
contest  being  sponsored  by  the  Chicago 
Daily  Times. 


Johnson  Opening  Camino 

C AMINO,  Cal. — Irwin  Johnson  is  opening 
the  newly-built  Camino  Theatre  here.  'The 
house  is  ultra-modern  and  was  outfitted 
by  Preddey  'Theatre  Supply  Co. 
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Washington  MPTO  Board 
Balks  at  Union  Bids 


Seattle — Meetings  have  been  held  the 
past  few  days  by  the  board  of  the  MPTO 
of  Washington  to  consider  the  new  wage 
and  hour  agreements  proposed  by  the 
imion. 

The  Theatrical  Federation  of  theatre 
employes,  including  the  operators,  stage- 
hands, ushers  and  cashiers,  doormen  and 
janitors,  have  presented  new  demands  to 
supplement  the  present  contract  which  ex- 
pires September  1 . Among  the  demands  are 
wage  increases  and  vacations  of  two  weeks 
with  pay. 

The  board  representing  the  theatres  in- 
cludes Hal  Daigler,  chairman;  Paul  Aust, 
Leroy  V.  Johnson,  Bill  Forman  and  Jim 
Hone,  secretary  of  the  MPTO. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  board  that 
the  new  demands  are  out  of  reason  with 
the  way  business  is  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  contended  all  theatres  in  Seattle  now 
are  operating  “in  the  red.”  It  was  pointed 
out  that  one  of  the  smallest  suburban 
theatres  if  signing  the  new  agreement 
would  be  burdened  with  an  extra  thou- 
sand dollars  a year. 


Many  August  Bookings 
Scheduled  for  "Oz" 

Los  Angeles  — Concentrated  bookings 
for  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  in  this  territory, 
following  its  opening  at  Loew’s  State  and 
Grauman’s  Chinese  theatres,  were  set  by 
George  Hickey,  Metro’s  western  district 
manager.  The  picture  opened  at  the  Fifth 
Ave.  Theatre  in  Seattle  August  16;  at  the 
Paramount  in  Oakland  August  17;  the 
Warfield,  San  Francisco,  August  18;  the 
State,  Spokane,  August  19,  and  is  booked 
into  the  United  Artists,  Portland,  to  open 
August  25. 


Rob  Ronald  Vincent 

Laguna  Beach,  Cal. — A gun-flourishing 
bandit  robbed  Ronald  Vincent,  operator 
of  the  South  Coast  Theatre,  of  $3  as  the 
showman  was  returning  home  from  his  of- 
fice at  the  theatre.  It  is  the  second  time 
Vincent  has  been  a victim  of  bandits. 


Plans  Pomona  House 

Pomona,  Cal. — An  800-seat  house  has 
been  announced  for  construction  here  by 
John  Drew,  owner  of  the  Temple  Theatre 
in  Glendale.  It  will  open  early  in  De- 
cember. 


Tom  Smith  Sells  One 

Los  Angeles — Tom  Smith  has  sold  his 
Jade  Theatre  to  Fred  Yule  and  Louis  Bor- 
den. Smith  continues  to  operate  the  re- 
cently-opened Regal. 


Ten-O-Win  Opens  Office 

Los  Angeles — Ten-O-Win  Amusement 
Co.  has  opened  local  offices  at  1908  S. 
Vermont,  with  Bill  Crosby  as  local  mana- 
ger. 


• REVIEW 


FLASHES  . 


DAUGHTER  OF  THE  TONG  (Metropolitan) — 
The  acting  efforts  of  conscientious  perform- 
ers is  nullified  by  a poor  script  in  this 
story  of  Oriental  intrigue  that  is  as  out- 
dated as  a Model-T.  Evelyn  Brent,  Grant 
Withers.  L.  F.  Scott  produced;  Raymond  K. 
Johnson  directed. 

FIFTH  AVENUE  GIRL  (RKO)— Chalk  up  an- 
other fine-grained  performance  for  versa- 
tile Ginger  Rogers,  starred  in  a delight- 
fully satirical  farce  which  subtly  laughs  at 
the  rich  and  those  who  envy  them.  Walter 
Connolly  is  sterling  in  support.  Gregory 
LaCava  produced  and  directed  with  un- 
usual distinction. 

HAWAIIAN  NIGHTS  (Univ) — Moderately  en- 
tertaining programmer  the  story  deficien- 
cies of  which  are  compensated  by  tuneful 
musical  interludes  and  a colorful  Hawaiian 
production  number.  Johnny  Downs,  Mary 
Carlisle  top  an  adequate  cast.  Max  Gol- 
den produced;  Albert  Rogell  directed. 

THESE  GLAMOUR  GIRLS  (M-G-M)— The 
Cinderella  story  again,  given  a vivacious 
collegiate  mounting  and  a youthful  exuber- 
ance which  should  make  it  popular  fare. 
Young  blades  especially  may  be  expected 
to  do  nip-ups  over  a ball  of  fire  named 
Lana  Turner,  who  is  apparently  going 
places.  Sam  Zimbalist  produced;  S.  Sylvan 
Simon  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
0/  BOXOFFICE. 
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JOHN  DANZ,  Seattle  operator,  is  rapidly 

preparing  to  take  over  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  here  September  1.  Albert  For- 
man has  been  appointed  manager  and 
has  been  in  Portland  the  past  week  mak- 
ing contacts  . . . Hamrick-Evergreen,  as 
the  result  of  losing  its  Orpheum  house, 
will  make  the  Liberty,  recently  renovated 
from  stem  to  stern,  into  a first-run  house 
to  replace  the  Orpheum. 

The  Liberty,  Hamrick-Evergreen’ s first 
second-run  Portland  house,  will  be  re- 
placed in  policy  by  the  Rivoli  Theatre, 
until  this  week  operated  by  Jesse  Jones 
and  Archie  Holt.  The  latter  two  sold  their 
lease  to  Hamrick-Evergreen.  Before  op- 
ening the  Rivoli  with  the  Liberty  policy, 
the  house  will  be  completely  renovated. 
General  offices  of  Hamrick-Evergreen  will 
be  moved  to  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  Bldg.  Frank  New- 
man jr.  becomes  manager  of  the  Liberty 
and  Ron  Harrington  manager  of  the  Rivoli. 

In  town  on  business  from  the  Fair  city 
of  San  Francisco  is  Gerald  L.  Karski, 
Motion  Picture  Service  manager  . . . Milli- 


Jacobs  and  Saul  Handle 
Several  Theatre  Deals 

San  Francisco — J.  Leslie  Jacobs  and  J. 
R.  Saul,  two  of  San  Francisco’s  leading 
theatrical  realty  men,  have  handled  sev- 
eral large  theatre  changes  in  the  past  two 
weeks.  They  sold  the  Oakdale  Theatre  for 
the  Harvey  Amusement  Co.  to  Alfred 
Wilkins,  former  banker  in  Danzig.  Another 
sale  was  the  Plaza  in  Oakland  to  Paul 
Agglietti,  who  formerly  owned  the  Roxie 
in  Sacramento,  and  Herman  Bluechel,  who 
formerly  operated  the  Temple  here.  This 
deal  was  consummated  for  Golden  State 
circuit,  which  formerly  owned  the  Plaza, 

The  Fox  in  'Turlock  was  sold  to  the 
Golden  State  for  Blumenfeld  here.  The 
Colusa  and  Gem  theatres  in  Colusa  went 
back  to  Ned  Steele  for  Ted  Nasser.  Steele 
formerly  operated  the  houses  and  sold  them 
to  the  Nassers.  T&D  bought  the  Steele  in- 
terests in  the  Chico  and  Empire  theatres 
in  Chico,  using  the  Jacobs-Saul  partner- 
ship to  handle. 

The  duo  handled  all  the  above  deals  to- 
gether with  the  exception  of  the  first, 
which  was  negotiated  by  Jacobs  alone. 


Blumenield  American  at 
Oakland  to  Open  Soon 

San  Francisco — Blumenfeld’s  American 
Theatre  in  Oakland  will  reopen  after  be- 
ing completely  redecorated  as  the  Es- 
quire, showing  first-run  Warner  product. 
'The  opening  probably  will  take  place 
about  September  1. 


Rudy  Ressler  Distributes 
New  Patronage  Bait 

Los  Angeles — Local  distribution  rights 
to  Employment  Night,  a new  boxoffice 
stimulant,  have  been  acquired  by  Rudy 
Ressler,  who  has  opened  offices  here.  Ress- 
ler for  the  past  eight  years  was  the 
operator  of  a Pilmrow  service  station. 


Alter  MPTOA  Meet 

San  Francisco — The  Independent  'Thea- 
tre Owners  of  Northern  California  has  ex- 
tended an  invitation  to  the  MPTOA  to 
hold  its  annual  convention  here.  Indica- 
tions seem  to  point  to  the  gathering  here 
for  the  first  week  in  October. 


cent  Smith  of  Portland’s  B.  P.  Shearer  of- 
fice is  away  on  vacation,  but  wouldn’t  tell 
anyone  where  she  was  going  . . . Jack  Kloep- 
per’s  secretary,  Agnes  MacRae,  is  look- 
ing for  the  person  with  sticky  fingers  who 
“borrows”  her  pencils  . . . 'Tracy  Poorman 
of  Woodburn  was  on  the  Row  during  the 
week.  So  was  B.  P.  Fisk  of  Bandon. 

Paramount  Cameraman  Theodore  Spar- 
kuhl  and  his  family  are  Portland  visitors 
on  their  vacation  . . . The  Capitol’s  Stanley 
Lang  is  also  on  the  vacation  list  . . . Down 
in  Eugene  drillers  cut  through  the  alley 
to  the  side  of  the  State  Theatre  to  drill 
for  water  for  a new  air-cooling  system. 
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Roy  A.  Pinkham,  Veteran 
Stage  Manager,  Dies 

Seattle — Roy  A.  Pinkham.  pioneer  Se- 
attle stage  manager  of  the  old  Frye  Opera 
House  and  many  other  early-day  Seattle 
theatres,  died  after  a long  illness. 

The  veteran  72-year-old  stage  manager 
had  been  associated  with  show  people  both 
as  an  actor  and  stage  manager  since  he 
was  15  years  old.  In  his  early  years  Pink- 
ham  managed  the  Frye  Opera  House,  John 
Cort’s  Standard  Theatre,  the  old  Turner 
Hall.  Cordrays,  the  Grand  Opera  House, 
the  Lois  Theatre,  and  the  old  Seattle  and 
Orpheum  theatres.  He  was  stage  manager 
at  the  Moore  Theatre  for  years  and  in 
charge  of  the  stage  for  the  Henry  Duffy 
Players.  In  recent  years  he  had  been 
stage  manager  of  the  Palomar. 

Mr  Pinkham  was  a charter  member  of 
Stage  Employes  union.  Local  15. 

New  Monogram  Manager 
At  San  Francisco  Helm 

San  Francisco — Wm.  M Duggan  jr.  has 
assumed  his  new  duties  as  manager  of  the 
local  Monogram  exchange,  succeeding  F. 
Howard  Butler. 


Into  Portland  Job 

Portland — Walter  Wessling  is  installed 
as  manager  of  the  local  Monogram  branch 
succeeding  Cecil  Fames.  Wessling  for  five 
years  was  manager  of  GB  Pictures  here 
and  in  Seattle. 


Installs  New  Sound 

Arvin.  Cal.— RCA  sound  equipment  is 
being  installed  in  Dick  Lemucchi’s  Air- 
dome  Theatre,  an  open-air  house  being 
used  as  a substitute  since  his  Arvin  The- 
atre was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  equipment 
will  be  moved  into  a new  theatre,  now 
under  construction  by  Lemucchi,  when  it 
has  been  completed. 


Marin  Helms  "Florian" 

Hollyw'ood — Metro  has  set  Edwin  L. 
Marin  to  direct  ‘'Florian.”  the  Winfield 
Sheehan  production  which  is  being  script- 
ed by  Noel  Langley  and  Geza  Herczeg. 


Draw  $10,000  for  Two  Days 

San  Francisco — Edgar  Bergen  and  Char- 
lie McCarthy  received  $10,000  for  their 
two  days  at  the  Fair. 


Seek  Benny  for  Harris  Show 

San  Francisco — Jack  Benny  is  being 
dickered  to  appear  with  Phil  Harris  at  the 
Fair  here  during  Phil’s  second  week  here. 


Sally  to  Reopen  Village 

San  Francisco — Sally  Rand  will  reopen 
the  closed  Greenwich  Village  to  add  to  her 
string  of  three  shows. 


Chico  Empire  to  Close 

San  Francisco — The  Empire  Theatre  in 
Chico.  Cal.,  will  be  closed  for  a short  time. 


LOS  ANGELES 

(Continued  from  page  84- A) 
erator  of  Bard’s  Adams,  dropped  in  to 
check  over  some  bookings  . . . Ditto  Tom 
Smith  of  the  Jade;  George  Haines,  Pasa- 
dena: A.  L.  Sanborn,  El  Monte.  El  Monte; 
Leon  Levy,  Wiltern. 

Ray  Olmstead,  Monoyram  franchise 
holder,  left  for  an  Arizona  selling  trip 
. . . Universal  screened  “Hawaiian  Nights.” 
a forthcoming  release,  for  its  salesmen  and 
hookers  . . . Jack  Brower,  Warner  exchange 
manager,  wound  up  second  best  when  he 
went  up  against  the  Film  Cafe’s  new  mar- 
ble machine  . . . Fritz  Feld,  screen  come- 
dian, a visitor  . . . J.  W.  Herron,  operator 
of  the  Knoll,  returned  from  an  extensive 
northwestern  vacation  tour. 

Pinch-hitting  for  his  dad  as  a booker 
was  Ray  Pierson  jr.,  whose  father  operates 
the  Lone  Pine  Theatre  at  Lone  Pine  . . . 
Katherine  Schaeffer,  secretary  to  C.  T. 
Lynch  at  Metro,  is  vacationing  for  two 
weeks  at  Lake  Tahoe  . . . George  A.  Hickey, 
Metro’s  western  district  supervisor,  checked 
in  from  San  Francisco  . . . Also  down  from 
the  Bay  City  was  Charles  Koerner,  division 
manager  for  RKO  Theatres. 

Charles  Neff,  manager  of  National 
Screen  Service’s  San  Francisco  branch, 
who  is  holidaying  here,  lunched  with  Her- 
man Rubin  and  Benny  Taylor  of  the  local 
NSS  staff  . . . Lou  Bard,  Harry  Hollander, 
Jim  Schiller  and  George  Bromley  formed  a 
luncheori  quartette  . . . Irving  Carlin  of 
the  Carlin- Sinker  circuit  and  Lou  Cohen, 
theatre  broker,  deep  hi  a chinfest. 

Booking:  Simon  Lazarus,  Princess  and 
Century;  Seth  Perkins,  San-Val  Drive-In, 
still  hobbling  around  with  a cane:  Ivan 
Hansen,  Cairo:  Ronald  Vincent,  South 
Coast,  Laguna  Beach;  John  Drew,  Temple, 
Glendale:  Fred  Hershon,  Trojan:  Ed  Pat- 
terson. Sierra,  Eagle  Rock,  and  the  Daly, 
a local  house:  Boris  Posner  and  Mike  Rap- 
aport,  Arlington:  Jack  Katz.  Palms;  Stan 
Goodman,  Times;  Isidore  Berman,  Eastland 
circuit,  accompanied  by  his  five-year-old 
daughter;  Ernie  Silcox,  Studio.  Studio  City; 
Phil  Greenbaum,  Mecca:  Earl  Hunt,  man- 
ager of  the  Louis  Long  circuit,  in  from 
Arizona. 

Booking:  Fred  Siegal,  Palomar  Theatre, 
Oceanside;  Boh  Fontoneaux.  manager  of 
Fred  Hershon’s  Trojan;  J.  E.  Poynter,  San 
Clemente:  Bob  Dunnegan,  Rio  and  Lib- 
erty, Blythe,  Ariz.;  Phil  Pecharich,  Ritz, 
Jerome,  same  state;  Bill  Martin.  Hemet; 
Harry  Hoffman,  Soboba.  San  Jacinto; 
Judge  LeRoy  Pawley,  Desert,  Indio;  Esther 
Steiner,  Rio;  Bob  Tengberg  and  Mrs. 
Christine  Armour,  Majestic,  Santa.  Monica; 
Frank  Valuskis,  Valuskis.  Buena  Park. 

Joe  Huff,  exhibitor  from  Stockton,  and 
his  family  are  holidaying  here.  Joe  drop- 
ped in  to  renew  acquaintances  along  the 
Row  . . . Herman  Sims,  who  has  theatres 
in  Santa  Rosa  and  Merced,  came  in  on  a 
business  trip  . . . Ollie  Wog,  former  Uni- 
versal salesman  here,  has  grabbed  off  a 
selling  spot  in  the  Universal  exchange  in 
Denver  . . . Harry  Lohram,  who  used  to 
manage  Bard’s  Theatre  in  Glendale,  has 
turned  real  estate  operator  ...  To  check 
on  the  condition  of  his  son.  who  under- 


She  Pays  to  Keep 
Them  Clothed 

San  Francisco — When  Sally  Rand 
pays  to  keep  her  gals  clothed,  that's 
news.  It  seems  a New  York  costume 
firm  recently  won  a suit  from  Sally  for 
$949  for  costumes.  Attorneys  threatened 
to  attach  the  costumes  and  leave  the 
girls  without  a stitch. 


Jane  Bryan  Subs 

Hollywood — Jane  Bryan  has  replaced 
Dolly  Haas  as  the  lead  opposite  Paul  Muni 
in  Warner’s  “We  Are  Not  Alone.’’  Scenes 
involving  Miss  Haas  will  be  re-shot  by 
Director  Edmund  Goulding. 


Sherman  Signs  Parker 

Hollywood — Harry  Sherman  has  signed 
Jean  Parker  for  the  lead  opposite  Russell 
Hayden  in  “Knights  of  the  Range,’’  the 
Zane  Grey  story  which  he  is  producing  for 
Paramount.  Lesley  Selander  directs. 


Irving  Cummings  Assigned 

Hollywood — Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
assigned  Irving  Cummings  to  direct 
“Johnny  Apollo,’’  next  vehicle  for  Tyrone 
Power,  which  Harry  Joe  Brown  will  pro- 
duce. 


Brower  on  Next  Jones 

Hollywood — “The  Jones  Family  at  the 
Little  Theatre.”  next  in  the  series  at  20th 
Century-Fox,  will  be  directed  by  Otto 
Brower.  Camera  work  starts  August  10. 


went  an  operation  recently,  Ben  Fish, 
United  Artists  western  district  manager, 
came  in  from  a trip  through  his  territory. 
The  boy  is  doing  well  ...  A southland 
vacationer  is  Sam  Gardner,  Metro  branch 
manager  in  Salt  Lake.  He  used  to  be  an 
M-G-M  salesman  here. 

More  booking  exhibitors'.  Al  Hansen, 
Wilshire,  Santa  Monica;  Monty  Friend, 
Vogue,  Montebello;  Mrs.  Foster  Jackson, 
Elsinore;  Ben  Mohi.  Princess  and  Cen- 
tury; Tom  Tobin,  Jewel;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hal  Moore,  Dixie;  Dan  Johnson,  Ritz,  Es- 
condido; Harry  Preciado,  Rex,  Madera; 
Dan  Irvine,  Gem,  Southgate;  Bill  Peck,  La 
Moda,  Atascadero;  I.  Blum,  Mojave  Mo- 
jave; C.  O.  Davis,  Beaumont;  Sid  Feder, 
Stanley,  Long  Beach;  Harvey  Levinson. 
Cozy;  Jack  Goldberg,  Garden,  Belvedere 
Gardens;  Emil  Umann,  Regina,  Beverly 
Hills. 

Jack  Goldman,  operator  of  the  Pico  and 
Park  theatres,  is  vacationing  at  Yosemite 
for  a week  . . . L.  R.  Abbott,  vice-presi- 
dent and  sales  manager  of  Motiograph, 
equipment  manufacturer,  came  in  from 
New  York  for  conferences  with  B.  F. 
Shearer  Co.  executives,  who  handle  the 
line  here  . . . Also  visiting  locally  are  Earl 
G.  Hines  and  Herbert  Griffin,  respectively 
president  and  vice-president  of  the  Inter- 
national Projector  Co.,  New  York  . . . Min- 
nie Sussman,  Thornton  Sargent’s  secretary 
at  Pox  West  Coast,  has  returned  from  a 
holiday  in  San  F7'ancisco  and  Lake  Tahoe. 
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Business  in  Ouisiate  Increased  Rental  Demands 
111.  Reported  Good  Bring  Shutdown  Threats 


Chicago — Business  conditions  outstate 
are  improving  weekly  and  exhibitors  gener- 
ally are  looking  forward  to  a considerable 
upturn  by  early  fall.  This  is  according  to 
Reg  Wilson,  assistant  sales  manager  of 
Monogram  Pictures,  here  for  a periodic 
visit  at  the  local  Capitol-Monogram  Ex- 
change. 

Wilson  has  talked  in  the  Illinois  tei’ri- 
tory  with  exhibitors  in  Peoria,  Blooming- 
ton, LaSalle,  Springfield,  Moline  and  Rock 
Island,  among  other  towns. 

Wilson,  who  met  George  Weeks,  Mono- 
gram general  sales  head  here,  for  brief 
conferences  on  Monday,  said  that  one  of 
the  company’s  biggest  pictures  for  the 
coming  season  will  be  “Rip  Van  Winkle.” 
The  picture,  being  photographed  on  a de 
luxe  scale  in  Technicolor,  will  star  Jean 
Hersholt.  The  film  already  is  in  produc- 
tion and  is  expected  to  be  ready  by  Octo- 
ber 1.  Incidentally,  the  Singer  Midgets 
will  appear  as  the  gnomes  in  the  picture. 

Weeks,  who  left  here  for  visits  to  ex- 
changes in  the  northwest  and  in  Canada, 
was  also  enthusiastic  over  “Rip  Van  Win- 
kle.” “This  picture  will  become  the  hmnan 
‘Snow  White’,”  said  Weeks,  “and  according 
to  our  present  plans  it  will  be  big  enough 
to  play  every  big  de  luxe  house  in  the 
country.” 


Holdover  Business  Is 
Prevalent  in  Loop 

Chicago-— As  it  has  done  in  other  key 
spots  thus  far,  “Stanley  and  Livingstone,” 
opened  to  exceptionally  big  business  at  the 
B&K  Chicago  Theatre.  It  is  being  held  for 
a second  week  at  the  ace  loop  house  of 
the  circuit. 

Meanwhile,  M-G-M’s  “Lady  of  the 
Tropics”  continued  a second  week  at  the 
United  Artists  Theatre,  doing  better  than 
average  business. 

The  champion  of  the  loop  for  the  last 
several  months,  M-G-M’s  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,”  finally  relinquished  its  hold  on  the 
Apollo  Theatre  after  eight  weeks,  to  make 
way  for  Paramount’s  “Our  Leading  Citi- 
zen.” 

The  RKO  Palace  did  a good  weeks’  busi- 
ness in  its  first  week  after  having  been 
closed  for  several  weeks  this  summer.  The 
house,  however,  featured  a stage  show, 
“Polies  Bergere,”  that  is  being  held  over  a 
second  week;  the  picture  being  changed 
from  RKO’s  “Career,”  to  Universal’s  “I 
Stole  a Million.” 


Singer  Sets  Committee 
For  Universal  Drive 

Chicago — Mort  Singer,  midwest  district 
chairman  of  the  exhibitor-sponsored  testi- 
monial to  Universal,  is  getting  his  local 
committee  in  readiness,  and  is  expected 
to  announce  his  organization  shortly.  The 
drive,  being  held  during  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  October,  is  for  dates. 


Better  Clearance  or 
Else-J-DS 

Chicago — Aaron  Jones  sr.,  said  this 
week  that,  should  Jones,  Linick,  and 
Schaefer  fail  to  get  better  clearance 
for  their  Oriental  Theatre  this  coming 
season,  that  J-L-S  may  file  an  anti-trust 
monopoly  suit  against  B&K  and  the 
major  componies.  There  has  been 
tolk  of  this  before  but  nothing  has  ever 
developed. 

Operalors'  Scale  in 
Chicago  Coming  Up 

Chicago — Dickering  starts  the  end  of 
this  month  on  a new  contract  between 
local  exhibitors  and  the  operators’  union. 
At  present,  operators  are  working  on  a 
five  per  cent  less  salary  scale  than  in  Sep- 
tember, 1937. 

Last  September  they  accepted  a 10  per 
cent  cut.  five  per  cent  of  which  was  re- 
stored in  March  of  this  year. 

What  either  side  will  ask  or  offer  at  the 
forthcoming  negotiations  has  not  been  de- 
cided yet. 


Chicago  Commercial  Film 
Companies  in  SAG  Fold 

Chicago  — Leo  Curley,  Chicago  repre- 
sentative of  the  Screen  Actors’  Guild,  says 
that  all  active  commercial  film  companies 
in  the  Windy  City  have  signed  up  with 
the  SAG  to  recognize  it  as  bargaining 
agent  for  all  film  actors  working  here. 

Curley  says  that  the  companies  sign- 
ing pacts  are  Wilding,  Jam  Handy,  Bur- 
ton Holmes,  Chicago  Film  Laboratory,  and 
Atlas  Educational  Films.  The  SAG  repre- 
sents about  350  members  in  Chicago. 


Carriers-Photoplay  Picnic 
Attracts  200  Filmites 

Chicago — More  than  200  filmites  at- 
tended the  third  annual  outing  of  the  Film 
Carriers  and  Photoplay  Advertising  at 
Mannheim  picnic  grounds  last  Sunday. 
The  Henri  Elman  softball  team,  headed  for 
another  Filmrow  championship,  continued 
its  winning  ways  by  defeating  the  Film 
Carriers-Photoplay  team  in  an  exhibition 
game. 


Screening  Pact  Renewed 
Colorado  Springs — The  Frisina  circuit 
in  Illinois  and  Indiana  has  signed  a new 
three-year  contract  with  the  Alexander 
Film  Co.  for  35  houses,  according  to  the 
studio  here. 


Milwaukee — Wisconsin  exhibitors  in 
some  spots,  irked  by  requests  for  increased 
film  rentals  from  producers,  have  threat- 
ened to  close  their  houses  rather  than  pay 
the  price  demanded. 

According  to  Edward  F.  Maertz,  presi- 
dent of  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper 
Michigan,  reports  coming  into  his  office 
indicate  all  distributors  are  asking  large 
increases  in  film  rentals.  Some  accom- 
plish this  by  more  pictures  in  top  allo- 
caticns,  others  by  straight  increases,  he 
said. 

Some  exhibitors  are  inquiring,  Maertz 
declares,  to  see  if  the  association  has  any 
information  of  a plan  to  eliminate  the 
independent  through  this  method. 

The  association  has  been  persistent  in 
warnings  to  its  members  to  be  certain 
they  understand  all  contracts  before  sign- 
ing them.  Emphasis  in  this  direction  was 
contained  in  a recent  bulletin  which  para- 
phrased a major  company  advertisement 
by  declaring  that  “a  fountain  pen  can  be 
as  dangerous  as  a snake!” 

Maertz  reports  few  contracts  in  this  ter- 
ritory signed,  “primarily  because  of  the 
high  rentals  being  asked.”  Business  for 
exhibitors  in  Wisconsin  this  summer,  he 
says,  has  been  tougher  than  last.  Par- 
ticularly painful  has  been  competition  from 
spots  showing  16mm  films.  To  date,  ef- 
forts to  combat  this  type  of  show  have 
proved  unsuccessful. 

In  addition  to  amusement  parks  and 
roadside  dairy  stands,  most  recent  spots 
to  advertise  “free  movies”  were  Zimmie’s 
Tavern  at  Helenville  and  a church  picnic 
of  St.  Edward’s  congregation  at  Appleton. 

Smaller  Chicago  Houses 
Get  Cut  in  Licenses 

Chicago — Operators  of  houses  under  750 
seats  charging  25  cents  or  less  admission 
will  welcome  the  new  schedule  of  city  li- 
cense fees  just  voted  by  the  Chicago  city 
council. 

Theatres  of  350  seats  or  less  have  been 
given  a reduction  from  $250  to  $200. 
Similarly  theatres  of  750  seats  or  more 
than  350  seats  have  been  given  a reduc- 
tion of  $325  to  $275. 

Week's  Free  Delivery  Is 
Given  Chicago  Theatres 

Chicago  — The  Film  Carriers’  Associa- 
tion will  give  free  delivery  for  a week  to 
310  Chicago  theatres  during  August  as  its 
contribution  to  aid  local  exhibitors  in  re- 
ducing their  expenses  during  the  summer. 


Luckett  Renovates 

French  Lick,  Ind. — T.  N.  Luckett,  opera- 
tor of  the  Dream  Theatre  here,  is  install- 
ing a new  vertical  sign  and  new  marquee. 
The  theatre  also  will  be  recarpeted  and 
a new  boxoffice  will  be  built. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  19,  1939  C 


85 


Anti-Cash  Game  Bills  Move  MIIIIILWAIUKIIEIIE 


Along  in  Wis.  Legislature 


Milwaukee — Relief  for  exhibitors  from 
Bingo  competition  was  seen  in  the  possible 
passage  of  the  Paulson  bills,  which  have 
been  in  the  legislature  since  early  March 
and  have  been  layed  over  and  re-referred 
to  committee  half  a dozen  times  since  then. 

The  senate  advanced  to  one  step  from 
passage  of  the  measures,  the  first  of  which 
outlaws  Bank  Night  and  other  gifts  by  lot 
as  a means  of  attracting  people  to  thea- 
tres, stores,  auctions,  taverns  or  halls. 

The  second  bill  makes  lotteries  a pub- 
lic nuisance  and  thus  illegal,  defining  lot- 
teries as  any  game  of  chance. 

Locally,  police  have  instructed  various 
theatres  to  discontinue  auction  night,  a 
plan  whereby  exhibitors  procure  merchan- 
dise from  community  stores  for  auction- 
ing from  the  stage.  In  most  cases,  it  is 
said,  the  theatre  management  purchases 
back  from  the  highest  bidder  the  article 
secured  at  a higher  price  than  that  at 
which  it  was  bid  in.  The  game  has  be- 
come more  prevalent  here  since  the  out- 
lawing of  Bank  Night. 

Gains  for  Proponents 

Meantime,  proponents  of  games  regis- 
tered victories  in  several  sections.  At  Elk- 
horn,  County  Judge  Roscoe  R.  Luce  dis- 
missed court  action  against  a local  drug 
store  for  conducting  a multiple  dividend 
plan  whereby  a daily  prize  was  given  to 
those  registering  at  the  store. 

In  his  decision.  Judge  Luce  said  the 
case  should  be  dismissed  because  no  finan- 
cial consideration  was  involved,  stating 
that  “in  these  days  of  prevalent  slot  ma- 
chines, doll  gifts,  punch  boards,  raffles. 
Bank  Nights  and  similar  indiscretions,  this 
view  of  consideration  is  both  naive  and 
refreshing.” 

The  decision  is  particularly  interesting 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  several  theatres 
in  Walworth  county  are  continuing  to 
operate  Bank  Night  despite  the  recent  de- 
cision by  the  state  supreme  court  ruling 
it  a lottery. 

At  Montello,  a jury  found  Chet  Buck- 
ley  not  guilty  of  lottery  charges  in  con- 
nection with  conducting  Bingo  at  a pic- 
nic of  St.  Mary’s  church.  At  Ripon,  how- 
ever, the  local  advancement  association 
stopped  the  sale  of  tickets  on  a “gift”  au- 
tomobile after  being  warned  by  District 
Attorney  George  St.  Peter,  Fond  du  Lac, 
that  complaints  had  been  made  that  the 
organization  was  operating  a lottery. 

At  Madison,  the  board  of  education  re- 
jected a request  for  use  of  a local  school 
for  a Bingo  game.  The  board  declared  that 
no  local  schools  would  be  permitted  to  be 
used  for  the  games  even  though  the  re- 
ceipts went  for  charitable  purposes. 


"Tropics'  for  Adults 

Chicago — With  “Lady  of  the  Tropics,” 
having  received  a pink  i adults  only)  slip 
from  the  Chicago  censor  board,  B&K  ad- 
vertised the  film  at  the  United  Artists, 
thus:  “Adult  entertainment.  No  children 
admitted.” 


Where  Are  The  People's  Rights? 


A Press  View — 

How  the  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  Press  views 
the  current  drive  to  enforce  the  ban 
on  Bingo  in  Sheboygan  county. 


Court  Ponders  Status 
Of  "Dr,  I,  Q,"  Show 

Chicago — Taken  under  advisement  by 
Master  in  Chancery  Cavelli  this  week  was 
the  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  case.  Arguments  were 
heard  by  Master  Cavelli  for  Judge  Philip 
Finnegan,  and  his  decision  was  expected 
sometime  later  in  the  week. 

The  appearance  of  the  show  from  the 
stage  of  the  Chicago  Theatre  is  scheduled 
for  the  last  time  next  Monday  night,  Au- 
gust 21,  and  the  network  show  will  then 
move  over  to  the  Stanley  Theatre,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

The  city  argues  the  case  is  a lottery, 
while  the  agency  and  sponsors  of  the 
show  contend  otherwise. 

Meanwhile,  the  hearing  on  the  jitter- 
bug contests  of  Sam  Herman,  local  vaude- 
ville agent,  has  been  moved  back  now  to 
Friday,  September  15,  in  local  municipal 
court.  The  city,  likewise,  contends  that 
those  contests  are  lotteries.  Because  of 
the  city’s  stand  in  these  contests,  B&K 
has  not  used  them  during  the  last  few 
weeks  at  the  State-Lake,  where  they  were 
being  used  prior  to  the  complaint. 


Hear  Brice  Briefs 

Chicago — Arguments  on  whether  the 
Fannie  Brice  $750,000  suit  against  20th 
Century-Fox  and  other  defendants  over 
“Rose  of  Washington  Square,”  will  be 
moved  to  federal  court  for  hearings  were 
to  be  offered  before  Judge  Charles  Wil- 
liams on  Thursday  of  this  week,  August  17. 


Adds  Comedy  Writer 

Hollywood — Jack  Mintz  has  been  as- 
signed to  the  writing  staff  of  “The  Bis- 
cuit Eater”  to  add  comedy  touches  to  the 
Paramount  release. 


^HE  Franklin  Theatre  here  has  changed 
hands,  with  a company  consisting  of 
E.  T.  Kroog,  William  Scharum  and  J.  N. 
Futowsky  now  operating  the  house. 

Ross  Baldwin,  after  an  absence  of  about 
seven  months,  is  again  back  as  head  of  the 
Tosa  Theatre  in  Wauwatosa. 

Elmer  Hoge,  manager  of  Warner-Saxe’s 
Lake  Theatre,  is  sponsoring  guest  week, 
August  22-25,  in  connection  with  which 
he  is  distributing  1,000  ducats  to  inform 
the  public  of  the  outstanding  forthcoming 
attractions. 

Harry  MacDonald,  mayiager  of  the  War- 
ner Theatre  here,  admitted  twins  of  any 
age  free  to  the  theatre  August  11  between 
11  a.  m.  and  noon,  as  a publicity  plug  for 
“The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask,”  which  open- 
ed that  day. 

Eau  Claire,  long  a single  feature  town, 
has  switched,  with  the  Oklare  Theatre 
reverting  to  twin  bills.  State  and  Badger 
continue  on  singles. 

Home  Theatre  at  Antigo  has  been  given 
a complete  interior  decoration  job  . . . 
Saxe’s  Jeffris  at  Janesville  observed  its 
16th  anniversary  the  week  of  August  13. 

Ashley  Theatre  Co.  has  been  granted 
a permit  for  the  erection  of  a combination 
store  and  theatre  building  in  Madison,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $70,000. 

Fox  Theatre  at  Stevens  Point  has  inau- 
gurated bargain  shows  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  nights  with  all  seats  at  15  cents 
...  A.  C.  Berkholtz  has  installed  new  pro- 
jection lamps  in  his  Mermac  Theatre  at 
West  Bend. 

Thomas  Shimens  is  planning  a theatre 
at  Newberry,  Mich. 


Elman's  Crew  Continues 
Softball  League  Leader 

Chicago — Three  games  were  played  in 
the  Filmrow  Softball  League  but  the 
Henri  Elmans  continue  to  lead  the  league. 
Filmack  won  two  games  by  9-to-O  counts, 
defeating  Hotel  Crillon  and  20th  Century- 
Fox.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  also  lost  to 
Photoplay-Film  Carriers,  7 to  5. 

With  one  more  week  to  go,  the  stand- 
ings: 

Won  Lost 


Henri  Elmans  8 2 

Crillon  Hotel  7 4 

Photoplay-Carriers  5 5 

20th-Fox  3 7 

Filmack  3 7 


Publisher  Opens  Office 
For  Book  Giveaways 

Chicago — Consolidated  Book  Publishers, 
subsidiary  of  the  Cuneo  Press,  has  opened 
Filmrow  offices  for  its  new  giveaway  plan. 
Book  Night.  Jack  Cuneo,  Ben  Burns  and 
A1  Hoyt  are  working  out  of  the  local  of- 
fice. A display  has  been  installed  in  the 
Stanley  Theatre  Supply  windows. 
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Hitting  the  Big-Time 

WITH 

MILLION  DOLLAR  PRODUCT/ 

SACK  AMUSEMENT  ENTERPRISES 

Pridefully  Announces  the  Opening  of  its 

NEW  YORK  EXCHANGE 

723  SEVENTH  AVENUE 

Under  the  Personal  Supervision  of 

LESTER  J.  SACK 


to  Better  Serve  the  Eastern  Territory 
with  Its  Exclusive  Line  of 

ALL-NEGRO  FEATURES  AND  SHORTS 

and 

SELECTED  WHITE  PRODUCT  OF  MERIT 


SACK 

AMUSEMENT 

ENTERPRISES 

INCORPORATED 
Founded  1919 


FOR  NATIONAL  RELEASE  ON  LABOR  DAY 

Million  Dollar's  Newest  All-Colored  Feature 

“Straight  to  Heaven” 

Starring 

NINA  MAE  McKinney 

and  Introducing  the  Colored  Screen's  Greatest  Discovery: 

JACKIE  WARD 

lO-Year-Old  Singing  Sensation 


Still  Setting  New  Records  Everywhere: 

"REFORM  SCHOOL" 

with 

LOUISE  BEAVERS 

and  Harlem's  "Tuif  Kids" 

A Million  Dollar  Picture 


723  Seventh  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 

Film  Exchange  Bldg.  109  Walton  Street 
DALLAS  ATLANTA 

1325  South  Wabash  Avenue 
CHICAGO 


EXCLUSIVE  NATIONAL  DISTRIBUTORS 
for 

Million  Dollar  Productions 


AND  Million  Dollar  Ideas  in  Negro  Shorts! 

NOW!  Beginning  September  1 . . . and  One 

a Month  Thereafter 

6 Colored  Champions  of  Sports 

AND 

6 Colored  America  on  Parade 

One  Reelers  Produced  by  Million  Dollar  in  the  Major  Manner! 


NOW  READY: 

Three  Novelty  Musical  Westerns  with 

HERBERT  JEFFREY 

America's  Only  Negro  Cowboy  Star 

THE  FOUR  TONES 

And  All-Star  Colored  Cast 
"TWO-GUN  MAN  FROM  HARLEM" 
"THE  BRONZE  BUCKAROO" 

"HARLEM  RIDES  THE  RANGE" 
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^ARRY  SHUBNELL,  booker  at  the  local 
Columbia  exchange,  was  married  here 
last  week  to  Helen  Collins.  The  couple 
are  honeymooning  at  a lake  in  northern 
Indiana. 

L.  L.  Savage,  auditor  for  Columbia  Pic- 
tures, was  a visitor  at  the  local  exchange 
this  week. 

The  father  of  W.  S.  Conway,  operator 
of  the  Irwin  Theatre,  Cannelton,  Ind.,  died 
last  week.  The  funeral  was  held  in  Can- 
nelton. 

Maurie  Rubin  of  Michigan  City  was 
handicapped  but  little  by  his  injured  ankle 
in  taking  care  of  all  the  arrangements  for 
the  annual  Dunes  Water  Sports  Carnival, 
and  the  big  “Miss  Indiana’’  beauty  contest. 

Henry  Herbel,  Warner  district  manager, 
was  a visitor  at  the  local  exchange  this 
week  . . . William  Sherman,  office  mana- 
ger and  head  booker  at  the  local  Uni- 
versal office,  is  expected  back  from  New 
York  some  time  next  week. 

Maurice  Rubin,  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana,  Inc.,  an- 
nounces that  the  board  of  directors  have 
unanimously  approved  the  action  of  Na- 
tional Allied  taken  at  the  convention  in 
Minneapolis  in  the  rejection  of  the  trade 
practices  code. 

Art  Baker,  manager  of  the  Circle  Tlre- 
atre,  has  finally  broken  down  and  told 
where  he  spent  his  vacation.  He  reports  a 
very  fine  one  was  had  in  Colorado  where 
he  played  a few  games  of  golf  too. 

Paul  Brown  of  the  National  Theatre 
Supply  office  is  spending  his  vacation  with 
his  mother  in  Iowa  visiting  relatives. 

J.  B.  Stine,  operator  of  the  Palace  The- 
atre, Clinton,  and  Garfield  Theatre,  Terre 
Haute,  has  returned  to  Michigan  with  his 
family  for  another  two  weeks  of  fishing. 

Mrs.  Jean  Bisesi,  billing  clerk  at  Para- 
mount, will  spend  two  weeks  vacationing 
at  Lake  Wawasee.  Carl  Kemp,  head  book- 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor^^" 

CHICAGO 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


er  at  Paramount,  will  vacation  in  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Joseph  Holleran,  assistant  manager  at 
Loew’s  Theatre,  is  vacationing  in  the  east. 

Al  Ackerman  has  just  completed  reseat- 
ing his  Tacoma  Theatre  and  will  soon  in- 
stall a complete  new  sound  system. 

Jack  Dowd  of  the  Warner  staff  is  vaca- 
tioning in  Florida  where  he  plans  to  deep- 
sea  fish. 

Ernie  Miller,  operator  of  the  Cinema 
Theatre,  is  around  again  after  his  siege 
with  a foot  infection. 

“Tommie”  Thompson,  secretary  to  Fred 
Greenberg  at  Warner,  is  the  envy  of  all 
the  local  fishermen  these  days.  It  seems 
that  so  far  she  hooked  the  biggest  bass 
of  all  those  sojourning  to  northern  In- 
diana lakes  for  their  vacations.  The  men 
still  have  hopes  of  beating  her  catch. 

Al  Blankenbaker  of  the  Warner  staff  re- 
cently was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Lewis. 
The  couple  will  honeymoon  in  the  east. 

Jack  Corbett,  former  Pathe  branch  man- 
ager in  Indianapolis,  has  bought  the  San 
Diego  baseball  franchise  in  the  Pacific 
League.  Corbett  has  been  interested  in 
baseball  clubs  for  a long  time,  having  been 
a recent  owner  of  the  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
club  in  the  International  League. 

The  local  20th-Fox  office  had  Lou  Licht- 
enstein, company  auditor,  as  a visitor  re- 
cently. 

Carl  Mock  is  the  new  salesman  for  Uni- 
versal and  will  cover  southern  Indiana  and 
Kentucky.  Mock  formerly  was  with  the 
Denver  exchange.  He  replaces  George  Ja- 
coby who  will  return  to  his  former  posi- 
tion as  auditor  for  the  western  states. 


JOHNNY  PERKINS,  roly-pxrly  master  of 
ceremonies,  is  expected  to  return  to 
this  port  soon  when  he  concludes  his  en- 
gagement at  Billy  Rose’s  Casa  Manana  in 
Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

Judy  Whiteside,  tiny  cashier  at  Loew’s 
on  the  afternoon  watch,  now  has  a special 
cushioned  top  seat  on  which  to  greet  the 
cash  customers. 

Nicholas  Bakewell,  19-year-old  scion  of 
a local  socially  prominent  family,  has  re- 
turned from  Hollywood  where  he  recently 
crashed  the  20th  Century-Fox  studios,  liv- 
ing as  a stowaway  on  the  production  lot 
for  three  days. 

The  severe  wmdstorm  that  struck  the 
western  part  of  Belleville,  III.,  on  the 
morning  of  August  12  blew  down  a large 
tent  covering  a massive  roller  skating  rink 
at  4500  West  Main  St.  James  Prindable, 
one  of  the  owners,  estimated  the  damage 
at  $1,500. 

Harris  Wolfberg,  district  manager  for 
M-G-M,  was  in  town  and  called  on  Harold 
W.  “Chick”  Evens,  manager  of  Loew’s. 

M.  W.  “Bill”  Pickens  is  in  town.  He  is 
considering  reopening  the  Garrick  Thea- 
tre, this  town’s  sole  burley.  If  the  answer 
is  “yes”  the  house  will  start  its  shows  in 
September. 


C IIHII  111  C A (G  €> 

QLYDE  ECKHARDT,  20th  Century-Fox 

branch  manager,  is  all  smiles.  His  ex- 
change led  after  the  first  week  of  the 
seventh  annual  S.  R.  Kent  Drive,  which 
started  on  Monday,  and  will  end  Decem- 
ber 16. 

M-G-M  screened  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,” 
on  Monday  night  at  the  United  Artists 
Theatre  for  radio  artists,  music  publish- 
ers and  song  pluggers. 

Art  Telzer  is  handling  bookings  on  the 
re-issue  in  sound  of  “The  Birth  of  a Na- 
tion.” Si  Greiver  has  booked  the  picture 
for  its  first  local  showing  in  the  Rio  Thea- 
tre, Chicago  Heights  on  August  25  and 
26. 

Frank  Beres,  RKO  booker,  was  to  be 
married  on  Saturday  to  Miss  Judy  Cobaji 
of  Berwin. 

L.  J.  McGinley,  newly  appointed  assist- 
ant to  Bill  Heineman,  western  sales  head 
of  Universal,  was  here  this  week  on  the 
first  leg  of  this  16,000-mile  circuit  of  the 
company’s  exchanges,  as  part  of  the  thea- 
tre-exhibitor sponsored  drive. 

Mannie  Stutz  of  the  Sonotone  Theatre, 
back  from  his  eastern  trip,  is  showing 
everyone  the  fountain  pen  set  he  received 
at  the  RKO  fair  lounge. 

Bob  Haley,  who  has  been  with  RKO  for 
14  years,  is  the  new  RKO  Palace  publicity 
manager  . . . Norman  Castle,  Essaness 
publicist,  is  vacationing. 

“Mad  Youth,”  the  picture  which  Abe 
Teitel  is  distributing , is  also  available 
from  his  exchange,  for  Indiana  exhibitors, 
as  well  as  Illinois. 

The  Henri  Elman  softball  team,  ex- 
pected to  be  champs  of  the  softball  league, 
have  entered  the  Grant  Park  tournament 
of  champions. 

Dorothy  Nessel,  in  the  amusement  ad- 
vertising department  of  the  Daily  News, 
is  spending  her  vacation  in  California. 
She’ll  be  back  about  September  1.  She 
was  recently  mistress  of  ceremonies  at  two 
beauty  contests,  one  at  the  Essaness  Vic 
and  the  other  at  the  Harry  & Elmer  Bala- 
ban  Commercial  theatres. 

Jack  DeWaal,  RKO  auditor,  is  at  the 
local  office  . . . Dave  Katz,  Hollywood 
Advertising  Co.,  is  displaying  the  new  ban- 
ners and  stands  on  the  “Golden  Jubilee” 
50-year  campaign  of  the  industry. 

Sympathy  of  the  industry  was  extended 
to  Oscar  Schenk,  amusement  advertising 
manager  of  the  Chicago  American,  this 
week,  whose  son,  Robert  E.  Schenk,  18 
years  old,  was  killed  in  an  accidejit  in  the 
Dakotas  last  weekend. 

John  Balaban  and  Nate  Platt  are  vaca- 
tioning in  Canada  on  a fishing  trip.  With 
them  is  the  Balabans’  young  son,  Billy 
. . . Al  Raymer,  booker  for  Indiana-Illi- 
nois  Theatres,  and  his  wife,  were  vaca- 
tioning in  Wisconsin  this  week. 

Seymour  and  Jerome  Gumbiner,  sons  of 
Abe  Gumbiner,  are  vacatiojiing  in  New 
York  and  Bermuda.  Seymour  is  general 
manager  of  the  theatres,  and  Jerry  is  a 
university  student. 
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PREMIUMS  AND  GIVEAWAYS  TO  A NEW  HIGH; 
DISH  DEALS  ALONE  TOP  $200,000  IN  KAYCEE 


How  They  ”Give''  in  Kansas  City 


The  following  table,  compiled  from  a recent  week  of  newspaper  advertisements, 
presents  the  giveaway  and  bargain  situation  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  The  numerals  indi- 
cate the  number  of  shows  and  the  admission  prices  (3-10,  three  features  for  10  cents) , 
the  word  “ware”  indicates  chinaioare,  glassware  and  other  similar  gifts. 


Growth  Accompanies  the 
Spread  of  Triples  and 
Other  Stimulants 

Kansas  City — ^At  the  beginning  of  the 
1939-1940  season,  giveaways  in  this  area 
have  reached  the  largest  volume  in  the 
history  of  the  business.  An  executive  in 
the  premium  business  estimates  that  the 
gross  amount  spent  by  exhibitors  on  dish 
type  premiums  alone  in  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1939,  at  more  than  $200,000  in 
the  western  Missouri  and  Kansas  terri- 
tory. About'  half  of  this  was  spent  by 
metropolitan  Kansas  City  exhibitors.  The 
estimate  is  considered  very  conservative. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  exhibitors  will 
be  the  last  to  admit  it,  it  has  become  ob- 
vious that  giveaways  in  one  form  or  an- 
other have  become  a permanent  feature 
of  the  motion  picture  exhibition  business. 
Along  with  multiple  features,  “gifts”  are 
here  to  stay,  as  long  as  exhibition  is  con- 
stituted as  it  is  at  present.  This  is  the 
tacit  conviction  of  the  shrewdest  observers 
in  the  film  and  theatre  business. 

Employment  of  gifts,  which  followed 
closely  behind  the  spread  of  two-  and 
three-picture  programs,  has  risen  steadily 
during  the  past  eight  years.  Today  the 
Kansas  City  theatre  that  doesn’t  give  at 
least  one  thing  away  a week  is  the  excep- 
tion, which  holds  even  more  for  double 
and  triple  features. 

There  are  12  persons  or  firms  on  Film- 
row  today  earning  a part  or  all  of  their 
livelihood  from  the  sale  to  exhibitors  of 
premiums  and  giveaways.  In  the  past  six 
months  two  new  firms  dealing  in  dishes 
only  have  entered  the  field.  Six  deal  in 
dishes  entirely,  the  other  six  offer  some 
other  form  of  theatre  stimulant,  but  all  of 
them  come  under  the  definition  of  give- 
aways. 

A table  on  this  page  indicates  the  situa- 
tion in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where,  of  course, 
both  “gifts”  and  multiple  features  are 
used  the  most  extensively.  The  table  was 
prepared  from  the  daily  advertisements 
of  the  theatres  during  a recent  week.  There 
are  no  first  runs  on  the  list,  although 
occasionally  a Kansas  City,  Mo.,  first  run 
does  have  a giveaway.  The  multiple  bill 
situation  also  is  indicated  in  part;  that  is, 
in  cases  where  triples  are  used,  or  where 
there  is  offered  more  than  one  feature  for 
a dime.  Dime  nights,  incidentally,  have 
increased. 

Out  in  the  country  it  seems  to  be 
harder  to  find  something  that  will  appeal 
at  the  boxoffice.  Giveaways  are  newer 
there.  However,  while  there  are  fe'\ver 
gifts  being  used  in  the  smaller  cities  and 
towns,  a number  of  towns  under  10,000 
are  using  them.  In  Kansas  City,  where 
premiums  are  as  old  as  the  depression,  ex- 
hibitors no  longer  expect  them  to  boost 
business  regularly;  in  many  cases  they 


THEATRE—  Sun.  Mon. 

Linwood 

Madrid 

Waldo ware 

Baltis 

Oak  Park ware  ware 

Lindbergh * * * 

Tivoli 

Southtown 


Mary  Lue. 
Colonial.... 


Central 

3-15 

3-15 

Murray 

3-15 

3-15 

Circle 

3-15 

3-15 

Gillham 

3-15 

3-15 

Roanoke 

3-15 

3-15 

Bijou 

3-10 

3-10 

Sun 

Westport. 

Summit... 


St.  John 

National 

Vista 

Gladstone 

Aladdin 

Belmont 

Ashland 

Admiral 

Regent 

Bagdad 

3-10 

3-10 

State 

Rockhill 

2-10 

2-10 

give  stuff  simply  to  keep  the  business  they 
have. 

In  general,  gifts  are  most  popular  in 
larger  towns  and  cities  where  the  com- 
petitive pressure  is  the  severest. 

Both  in  the  larger  cities  and  smaller, 
however,  the  better  the  merchandise,  the 
more  successful  it  is.  Small  town  patrons 
are  just  as  smart  as  those  in  the  big  city 
when  it  comes  to  recognizing  values. 

Appeal  of  premiums,  like  business  in 
general,  is  at  times  stronger  than  at 
others. 

Prefer  Short  Deals 

Premium  men  currently  find  theatres 
wary  of  long-term  deals;  they  prefer  them 
short  and  simple.  But  for  the  long  pull, 
premium  men  say,  dinnerware  is  the  most 
successful  of  types  of  dishes  to  use,  since 
it  has  the  strongest  appeal  for  women,  and 
there  is  “continuity”  to  it;  that  is,  it  builds 
over  a period. 

Predicating  that  giveaways  are  here  to 
stay,  at  least  for  a long  while,  successful 
employment  of  them  becomes  an  import- 
ant factor  in  the  exhibitor’s  business.  He 
should  find  the  sort  that  his  patrons  like, 
and  use  it  with  a frequency  that  will  do 


Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

Sat. 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware* 

ware  * 

ware* 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

3-10 

2-10 

3-10 

* * =3 

:i£  + Hi 

ware 

gifts 

gifts 

ware 

ware 

gifts 

gifts 

3-10 

3-15 

■\vare 

3-10 

3-10 

2-10 

2-10 

2-10** 

2-10 

3-15 

ware* 

'vvare  * 

ware 

ware  * 

3-10 

3-10 

ware  * 

ware* 

2-10 

3-10 

3-10 

3-10 

3-15 

3-10 

3-10 

2-10 

2-10 

v/are 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

2-10 

2-10 

2-10 

ware 

ware 

2-10 

2-10 

2-10 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

re 

ware 

■ware 

■ware 

2-10 

ware 

ware 

2-10 

ware 

ware 

ware 

ware 

3-15 

3-15 

3-15 

3-15 

3-10 

3-10 

3-10 

ware 

candy 

5 cents  over  the  regular  admission. 


his  particular  boxoffice  the  most  good; 
just  as  he  must  book  his  pictures  in  order 
to  appeal  to  his  especial  kind  of  patrons. 

One  theatre  has  an  almost  unbroken 
record  of  successes  with  special  give- 
aways. It  hasn’t  a regular  giveaway 
policy,  and  doesn’t  give  anything  often. 
What  is  given  is  specially  selected,  and  is 
always  “promoted”  (that  is,  gotten  free) 
in  whole  or  in  part.  It  may  be  a re- 
frigerator, a radio,  or  what  not.  Not 
long  ago  it  gave  away  a sewing  machine, 
and  in  spite  of  the  fact  its  patronage  is 
among  the  most  well-to-do,  it  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  of  all  its  giveaways.  The 
theatre  varies  its  giveaways  with  special 
stunts,  the  latter  also  carefully  selected. 
One  reason  for  the  success  of  this  house 
with  both  stunts  and  giveaways  is  that  it 
uses  both  sparingly,  and  has  perhaps  not 
more  than  ten  or  a dozen  a year. 

A combination  stunt  and  giveaway  can 
be  unusually  successful.  For  instance,  one 
house  offered  kisses  to  the  men  from  a 
beautiful  blonde,  and  they  went  for  it  in  a 
big  way,  though  when  they  arrived  they 
found  the  kisses  were  made  of  candy.  This 
was  done  in  connection  with  the  exhibi- 
tion of  one  of  the  “Blondie”  series. 


*With  20-cent  admission,  which  is 
**Plus  candy  bar  to  the  kids. 

***The  Lindbergh  on  days  noted  accepts  all  shortage  cards,  two  for  one’s,  etc. 
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NORTHWEST  INDEPENDENT  RIFT  MATERIAUZES 
AS  LEBEDOFF  FORMS  NEW  ALLIED  COMPETITOR 


Tri-State  Unit  Opposes 
Dual  Limitation  Plan 
Up  in  Minneapolis 


Await  Constitutionality  Ruling 
On  Dual  Ban  Ordinance 


Minneapolis — The  long  threatened  rift 
among  Northwest  independent  exhibitors 
materialized  when  Sol  Lebedoff,  arch  foe 
of  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest 
Allied  and  his  policies,  launched  a rival 
theatre  owners’  body,  the  Tri-State  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors,  this  week. 

The  initial  move  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion will  be  to  oppose  a proposed  ordinance 
introduced  in  the  local  city  coimcil  to  limit 
film  programs  to  two  and  one-half  hours 
duration.  Northwest  Allied  is  sponsoring 
and  backing  the  measure  designed  to  deal 
a death  blow  to  double  features  and  has 
planned  to  push  similar  legislation 
throughout  the  territory,  pending  the  con- 
vening of  the  state  legislature  when  a state 
law  would  be  proposed. 

Lebedoff  also  announced  that  in  a fight 
to  force  down  film  rentals  the  organization 
would  endeavor  to  bring  about  a “protest 
closing”  of  all  independent  theatres  in  the 
territory  throughout  the  entire  month  of 
December. 

It  was  charged  by  Lebedoff,  who  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting  at  which  he  started 
the  Tri-State  Independent  Exhibitors,  that 
“Northwest  Allied  has  failed  the  indepen- 
dent exhibitors;  that  it  has  not  worked  for 
the  interests  of  independents  generally, 
but  only  a select  few,  and  that  it  has  de- 
voted itself  principally  to  the  holding  of 
lavish  banquets  so  that  its  leaders  could  be 
‘big  shots’  in  the  eyes  of  New  York  film 
executives.” 

Lebedoff  also  charged  that  the  film 
companies  here  “have  entered  into  a con- 
spiracy, within  the  law,  to  annihilate  every 
Northwest  exhibitor”  by  raising  film  prices 
when  theatre  business,  on  the  average,  is 
35  per  cent  off. 

The  sole  purpose  of  the  Tri-State  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors  will  be  “to  protect  the 
independent  exhibitor,”  Lebedoff  ex- 
plained. He  himself  is  not  seeking  any  of- 
fice or  glory,  he  said.  Even  the  largest 
theatres  will  not  be  called  upon  to  pay 
dues  in  excess  of  $50  a year  and  the  smal- 
ler houses  will  be  assessed  in  proportion, 
according  to  Lebedoff.  “Northwest  exhibi- 
tors have  been  paying  excessive  prices  for 
films,”  he  asserted,  “because  they  have  not 
been  properly  organized.”  Now,  he  said, 
this  is  to  be  remedied. 

Another  meeting  will  be  held  at  1 p.  m., 
August  24,  at  the  Homewood  Theatre  to 
map  plans  for  a state  convention. 

Among  those  present  at  the  launching 
were  Bennie  Berger,  who  recently  resigned 
from  Northwest  Allied;  Henry  Greene, 
Henry  Greene  jr.,  M.  K.  Lifson,  Leo  Aved, 
Sam  Zuckman,  Ted  Mans,  Harry  Dicker- 
man,  Sol  TorcdOr  and  Fred  Holzapfel.  In 
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Minneapolis — The  city  council  commit- 
tee on  ordinances  and  legislation  has  re- 
ferred to  the  city  attorney  a proposed 
ordinance  to  stop  double  featuring  by  lim- 
iting film  programs  to  two  and  a half 
hours’  duration.  He  is  requested  to  sub- 
mit at  the  committee  meeting  two  weeks 
hence  an  opinion  relative  to  its  constitu- 
tionality. 

"With  local  independent  exhibitors  split 
regarding  the  desirability  of  such  an  or- 
dinance, the  committee  indicated  that  if 
the  city  attorney  believes  the  measure  con- 
stitutional a public  hearing  on  it  will  be 
heard,  giving  both  sides  an  opportunity 
to  present  their  arguments. 

Enactment  of  the  proposed  ordinance 
would  stop  double  featuring  at  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.’s  loop  Aster  Theatre 
and  would  outlaw  the  special  Saturday 
midnight  shows,  comprising  twin  bills, 
which  most  independent  theatres  now  hold. 

President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest 
Allied  States  requested  passage  of  the  or- 
dinance. In  his  communication  to  the 
council  he  said  that  PTA  groups  in  many 
other  cities  have  protested  against  pro- 

Tenth  Fox  Midwest 
Parley  Achieves 

Excelsior  Springs,  Mo. — More  business 
was  transacted  at  the  tenth  anniversary 
convention  of  Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  Inc., 
than  at  any  of  the  previous  seven  man- 
agers’ conventions.  The  meeting,  held 
at  the  Elms  Hotel  here  August  15  and  16, 
was  highlighted  by  the  appearance  of 
Spyros  Skouras,  president  of  National 
Theatres  Amusement  Co.,  who  discussed 
the  general  exhibition  situation  along 
with  specific  problems  facing  National 
Theatres  managers.  Skouras  also  pre- 
sented the  awards  to  winners  in  the 
Spyros  Skouras  drive  this  spring  and  sum- 
mer. 

Theme  of  the  convention  was  express- 
ed by  E.  C.  Rhoden,  president  of  Fox  Mid- 
west, in  his  talk  August  16,  when  he  re- 
minded managers  that  the  imagination 
essential  to  showmanship  is  not  the  only 
essential  ingredient  in  successful  exhibi- 
tion. He  pointed  out  that  it  also  is  neces- 
sary that  the  showman  of  today  be  a good 
business  man. 

Fox  Midwest  will  use  its  tenth  anniver- 
sary as  the  key  to  its  fall  campaign  on 
new  season  product.  This  fall  marks  the 


grams  which  keep  children  in  theatres  from 
three  to  four  hours  at  a stretch. 

On  the  other  hand,  a group  of  exhibi- 
tors banded  together  by  Sol  Lebedoff,  who 
is  forming  another  independent  theatre 
owners’  organization,  is  prepared  to  fight 
the  proposed  ordinance. 

This  group  insists  that  it  is  against 
double  featuring,  but  it  claims  that  many 
theatres  cannot  exist  without  the  special 
Saturday  midnight  shows.  It  also  contends 
that  the  spread  of  double  featuring  can 
be  averted  by  effective  organization  and 
that  no  legislation  is  necessary. 

At  the  same  time,  a number  of  exhibi- 
tor leaders  are  becoming  alarmed  at  the 
spread  of  sneak  double  featuring.  Many 
houses  have  extended  the  special  midnight 
shows  to  Thursday  and  Friday,  as  well  as 
Saturday,  so  that,  in  effect,  they’re  double 
featuring  three  nights  a week.  An  instance 
has  been  cited  of  one  theatre  sneak  triple 
featuring. 

“These  special  midnight  shows  are  just 
cover  ups  for  double  featuring  and  the  first 
thing  you  know  they’ll  be  held  every  night,” 
advocates  of  the  limitation  ordinance  argue. 


beginning  of  the  tenth  year  of  Fox  Mid- 
west operation  in  this  territory,  and  it 
gives  theatre  managers  of  the  circuit  a 
good  reason  for  doing  the  sort  of  promo- 
tion that  will  attract  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  unusually  good  pictures 
scheduled  for  release  by  distributors  and 
producers,  Senn  Lawler,  director  of  pub- 
licity and  advertising,  told  the  conven- 
tion. 

Appearing  on  the  program  Tuesday 
were  Rhoden,  Skouras;  Charles  E.  Shafer, 
treasurer;  L.  E.  Pope,  purchasing  depart- 
ment; L.  O.  Honig,  insurance  department; 
F.  E.  Ritter,  for  the  Employes  Benefit  As- 
sociation of  Fox  Midwest;  Lon  Cox,  film 
buyer  and  Kansas  City  district  manager, 
who  discussed  “The  New  Film  Contracts;” 
H.  E.  Jameyson,  Wichita  district  mana- 
ger, “New  Season  Pictures.”  A general 
session  was  held  after  dinner  Tuesday,  and 
following  that.  District  Managers  Edd 
Haas,  Harry  McClure,  H.  E.  Jameyson, 
Fred  Souttar,  and  Lon  Cox  held  their  an- 
nual district  meetings  until  midnight.  In 
addition  to  Rhoden’s  talk  and  a general 
round  table,  the  circuit  districts  each  pre- 
sented a “show”  on  Wednesday  morning. 

At  2:00  p.  m.  Wednesday,  Fox  managers 
and  executives,  and  their  guests  from  the 
industry  teed  off  for  the  eighth  annual 
golf  tournament.  Some  played  tennis,  and 
a few  indulged  in  horseshoes.  The  an- 
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When  Fox  Midwest  Convened  at  the  Spa 


—’Photos  by  Cresswell 

Top:  Scene  of  the  general  meeting.  Left  center:  H.  A.  McClure,  Howard  Jameyson,  Lon  Cox.  Spyros  Skouras,  Fred 
Souttar,  Edd  Haas  and  E.  C.  Rhoden.  Center  right:  Skouras  and  Rhoden,  outside  for  a bit  of  air  between  sessions. 
Lower  left:  Skouras,  right,  giving  the  lowdomn  to  Jameyson  and  Rhoden.  Lower  center:  Officials  of  the  circuit's  “Bre’er 
Fox”  club,  Jerry  Baker,  L.  B.  Sponsler,  Johnny  O’Connor  and  Lewis  Hoffman,  the  last  two  Kansas  City  business  men. 
Lower  right:  Members  of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  and  Encouragement  of  Barber  Shop  Quartet  Singing  in  America, 
Inc.  Left  to  right,  Rupert  Hall,  Hall  Investment  Co.,  Tulsa,  Okla.;  Skouras,  C.  E.  Cash,  tax  commissioner  of  the  Stanolind 
Oil  Co.,  Tulsa;  Senn  Lawler,  Fox  Midwest,  and  Rhoden. 
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Home  Life  Stuff — 

Even  equipment  men  who  jump  about  over  the  map  have  it,  as  this  picture 
of  Dave,  Dojina  and  Betty  proves.  They  are  the  children  of  Don  (Hi-Fi) 
Davis,  RCA  representative  in  the  Kansas  City  territory. 


O)  MI  A IIHII  A 


L E.  GOLDHAMMER,  RKO  district  chief, 
was  here  conferring  with  Russell  Eg- 
ner,  local  exchange  boss  . . . Sophie  Vol- 
kert  of  Monogram  underwent  an  appen- 
dectomy last  week  and  now  is  on  that  well- 
known  road  to  recovery  . . . Ike  Rubin, 
Paramount  peddler,  is  back  in  the  harness 
after  an  operation. 

Carl  Bailey,  Pawriee  Theatre,  Pawnee, 
Neb.,  and  Mrs.  Bailey  are  spending  a month 
in  California  and  other  western  points. 
They’re  traveling  by  train  . . . Sol  Francis 
of  American  Distributing  announces  he  has 
sold  Work  Night  to  G.  I.  Miller,  Strand 
Theatre,  North  Loup,  Neb. 

Mons  Thompson’s  father  is  seriously  ill 
at  Superior,  Neb.,  our  scouts  tell  us.  Mons 
operates  the  Riviera  Theatre  at  St.  Paul, 
Neb.  . . . Bessie  Halstead,  RKO  steno,  went 
to  California  on  her  vacation,  got  a job 
there  and  now  is  working  in  a Los  An- 
geles exchange. 

Rumors  have  it  there  may  be  some 
heavy  anti-trust  agitation  i?i  Omaha  this 
fall.  You  only  need  one  guess  as  to  who 
and  why  . . . Employes  of  the  Omaha  and 
Orpheum  theatres  had  a party  this  week, 
arranged  by  Merle  Connors  Fratt,  Orpheum 
cashier,  but  wife  of  Glenn  Fratt,  artist  at 
the  Brandeis,  a rival  theatre. 

Oscar  Johnson,  Falls  City,  Neb.,  exhibi- 
tor, and  his  wife  and  family,  also  trip- 
ping to  California  . . . Tire  Ralph  Falkin- 
burgs  are  in  Minnesota  and  promised  to 
send  your  scribe  some  fish  but  so  far  the 
mailman  has  passed  us  by.  Falkinburg  is 
one  of  Nebraska’s  veteran  exhibitors,  lo- 
cated at  Lexington. 

R.  E.  Brega,  Star  Theatre,  Callaway, 
Neb.,  is  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Brega  is  also 
an  attorney,  in  ease  you  didn’t  know  it  ..  . 
Carl  Ernst,  Harris  Theatre,  Avoca,  la.,  was 


in  town  . . . Also  Lou  Ireland,  Logan,  la., 
smoking  a big  cigar  . . . Tom  Seydlitz, 
Overland  Theatre,  Nebraska  City,  Neb.,  was 
wearing  a bright  blue  shirt.  Well  I guess 
that’s  better  than  none  at  all  since  a lot 
of  exhibitors  say  they  have  about  lost 
theirs! 

Lawrence  Burkey  Ritz  Tlieatre,  Desh- 
ler.  Neb.,  and  family  drove  to  the  west 
coast  and  just  returned  . . . H.  J.  Cramer, 
one  of  the  operators  of  the  community 
Auditorium  Theatre,  Chester,  Neb.,  also 
vacationing  on  the  coast.  Cramer  is  also 
a lumberman. 

Lou  Egart  of  the  Brandeis  is  now  wear- 
in  cheaters  . . . Jack  Kolbo,  assistant 
manager  at  the  Omaha,  and  the  missus 
took  a trip  to  Mexico  . . . Bill  Trites  of  the 
Orpheum  went  fishing  at  the  Iowa  lakes 
. . . Evert  Cummings,  Tri-States  district 
boss,  also  on  the  vacation  list. 

A lot  of  the  filmites  gave  us  the  rib 
because  we  reported  that  Danny  Mc- 
Carthy’s new  son  was  named  after  Leo 
Doty,  United  Artists  office  manager.  They 
said  the  boy  was  named  after  Leo  Mc- 
Carthy, Danny’s  uncle.  Of  course,  all  we 
know  is  what  Danny  told  us,  and  after  all, 
he’s  the  poppa! 

Bob  Ballantyne  celebrated  his  21th  wed- 
ding anniversary  this  week  . . . Birthdays 
next  week  mclude  Bob  Anderson,  Warner, 
and  George  Bonacci,  UA  shipper  . . . Con- 
grats to  one  and  all! 


Change  at  Scotia 

Omaha — John  V.  Maddox,  operator  of 
the  Loup  Theatre  at  Scotia,  Neb.,  has  sold 
his  interests  to  R.  W.  Dailey,  also  of  Sco- 
tia. The  change  in  ownership  is  effective 
at  once. 


Independenl  Chain 
Sued  for  Award 

Des  Moines — William  S.  Helverson  of 
Des  Moines  filed  a suit  Saturday  in  Polk 
county  district  court  against  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  group,  including  21  Des 
Moines  theatres  for  a $500  Bank  Night 
award  he  claims  he  won  but  did  not 
receive. 

In  the  petition,  Helverson  said  his  name 
was  drawn  July  6 and  that  within  the 
stipulated  three  minutes  he  made  his 
presence  known  to  the  management  of 
the  Ideal  Theatre  as  provided  by  Bank 
Night  rules. 

In  a second  count,  the  petition  charged 
that  a “malicious”  conspiracy  prevented 
any  winner  from  getting  his  name  to  the 
Casino  Theatre  within  three  minutes. 

The  Casino  Theatre,  the  petition  said, 
was  the  one  at  which  the  announcement 
of  the  drawing  was  made  July  6,  for 
transmission  to  the  other  theatres. 

Abe  Frankie,  manager  of  the  Casino 
Theatre,  Saturday  said  Helverson  was 
simply  “too  late”  in  making  his  presence 
known. 

“It  doesn’t  make  any  difference  to  us 
who  gets  the  award,  but  he  has  to  make 
himself  known  within  three  minutes,”  he 
said,  “otherwise,  it  would  be  unfair  to  the 
others.” 

Helverson  seeks  not  only  the  $500  prize, 
but  asks  $1,000  “punitive  damages”  as 
well. 

The  suit  is  brought  against  both  the 
Independent  Theatre  group  and  the  ten 
individuals  doing  business  as  the  AmuzU, 
Ideal,  Avalon,  Forest,  Varsity,  Lincoln, 
Casino,  Family,  Grand,  Iowa,  State  .and 
Beaver  theatres. 

Free-Lance  Writing  Takes 
Forester  From  Trade 

Omaha — Eddie  Forester,  manager  of  Tri- 
States  Omaha  Theatre  here,  has  resigned 
to  free-lance  as  a fiction  writer.  Forester 
has  been  connected  with  the  film  industry 
11  years,  all  in  Nebraska. 

Forester  has  been  manager  of  the  World 
and  Empress  at  Kearney,  Neb.;  Capitol  and 
Majestic  at  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  and  the 
Rivoli  at  Hastings,  Neb.  At  one  time  he 
operated  the  Pastime  Theatre  at  Ravenna, 
Neb. 

Forester’s  resignation  is  effective  Sep- 
tember 1 and  he  will  leave  at  once  with 
his  wife  and  son  for  southern  California 
where  he  will  make  his  home.  He  has  sold 
several  stories  to  quality  magazines  during 
the  past  year. 

Dodge,  Neb.,  House  Is 
Destroyed  by  Fire 

Omaha — The  Dodge  Theatre  at  Dodge, 
Neb.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  when  it  was 
struck  by  lightning.  The  house  seated  230 
persons  and  was  partially  covered  by  in- 
surance. J.  J.  Cochnar  was  manager. 

The  theatre  was  operated  by  Dodge’s 
volimteer  firemen! 


FOR  SALE 


Complete  equipment  consisting  of  300  late  type  Amer- 
ican spring  cushion  chairs.  Simplex  projectors.  Peer- 
less L.  I.  Arc  lamps  and  rectiliers,  late  type  RCA  sound  equipment,  screen  and 
complete  miscellaneous  booth  equipment.  Everything  in  excellent  condition.  Thea- 
tre closes  on  August  15th  and  equipment  must  be  removed  by  September  1st.  Will 
sacrifice  for  immediate  sale.  Write  at  once  to  A.  R.  THOMPSON,  Mills  Theatre, 
Lake  Mills,  Iowa. 
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Lebedoff  Gives  Form 
To  Northwest  Rift 


Look  in  on  Production — 

Dr.  1.  W.  Miller,  exhibitor  from  Boonville,  Mo.  (left),  and  his  wife  and 
friends  pay  a visit  to  Jane  Wyman  on  the  set  of  “The  Lady  Dick”  at  the 
Warner  studio  in  Burbank. 


(Continued  from  page  90) 

all,  approximately  15,  representing  some  25 
or  more  theatres,  were  on  hand. 

However,  following  the  meeting,  some  of 
those  who  attended  stated  they  have  no 
intention  of  joining  the  new  organization 
and  were  only  present  to  “listen.”  One 
of  these  was  Bennie  Berger  and  another 
Leo  Aved.  During  the  meeting  Lebedoff 
asked  several  to  express  their  sentiments 
regarding  the  new  body.  Zuckman,  who 
is  being  sued  by  Northwest  Allied  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  and  Greene  indicated 
they  were  favorably  disposed.  While  at- 
tacking Steffes  and  Northwest  Allied,  Le- 
bedoff expressed  the  hope  that  “the 
chances  are  that  we’ll  be  able  to  get  to- 
gether with  Northwest  Allied.” 

In  opposing  the  program  limitation 
ordinance,  Lebedoff  apparently  represented 
the  attitude  of  all  those  present  except 
Berger.  Lebedoff  emphasized  that  the  rea- 
son for  the  opposition  was  that  Twin  City 
independent  exhibitors  do  not  wish  the 
outlawing  of  their  Saturday  midnight 
shows,  which  comprise  dual  features. 

See  Duals  Spreading 

Lebedoff  admitted  that  double  features 
have  been  spreading,  especially  in  the  Twin 
Cities,  through  the  extension  of  midnight 
shows  to  Thursdays  and  Fridays  as  well  as 
Saturdays.  He  asserted  that  independents 
in  the  territory  are  almost  a unit  in  oppo- 
sition to  twin  bills,  however,  and  would 
restrict  them  to  the  Saturday  midnights. 

“But  we  don’t  need  legislative  regulation 
or  laws  to  restrict  us,”  declared  Lebedoff. 
“We  can  stop  the  spread  of  double  features 
if  we’re  properly  organized.  We  aren’t  go- 
ing to  let  politicians  run  our  business  if 
we  can  help  it.” 

Lebedoff  delegated  Henry  Greene  jr., 
Holzapfel  and  Lifson  as  a committee  to 
appear  before  the  city  council  ordinances 
and  legislation  committee  to  combat  the 
proposed  ordinance. 

It  was  contended  by  Lebedoff  that  ex- 
hibitors in  the  territory  have  been  able  to 
keep  out  double  featuring  without  any 
legislative  assistance.  He  charged  that 
Northwest  Allied  acted  without  obtaining 
a referendum  of  Twin  City  exhibitors. 

“It’s  a personal  proposition  and  the  pur- 
pose is  selfish,”  said  Lebedoff.  “Six  peo- 
ple are  trying  to  push  through  a bill  af- 
fecting some  80  exhibitors.  We  must  in- 
form the  council  that  90  per  cent  of  the 
independent  exhibitors  are  against  such  a 
measure.  It’s  unfair  to  us.  With  business 
at  its  present  stage  the  Saturday  mid- 
night shows  are  lifesavers  for  us. 

“None  of  us  want  double  features.  We 
can  avert  that  through  strong  organiza- 
tional control.  But  if  our  Saturday  mid- 
night shows  are  stopped  many  of  us  will 
be  forced  out  of  business.” 

In  going  into  the  matter  of  film  prices, 
Lebedoff  bitterly  assailed  the  distributors. 

“With  our  grosses  down  on  an  average 
35  per  cent,  they’re  demanding  terrific  in- 
creases and  percentages,  instead  of  giving 


us  decreases,”  he  said.  “Is  there  any  sense 
to  that? 

“They’re  basing  their  ruinous  demands 
on  what  outstanding  percentage  pictures 
have  done.” 

“Because  we  haven’t  been  properly  or- 
ganized, Minneapolis  and  its  territory  have 
been  a soft  spot  for  the  branch  managers 
and  salesmen.  They  make  a big  showing 
here  and  are  promoted. 

Before  closing  their  theatres  for  the 
month  of  December,  independent  exhibi- 
tors would  run  trailers  on  their  screens 
explaining  to  patrons  that  producers  are 
demanding  such  large  sums  for  pictures 
that  the  houses  could  not  be  kept  open 
unless  admission  prices  were  raised  and 
the  exhibitors  would  prefer  to  shut  down 
rather  than  that. 

Patrons  also  would  be  given  cards  to 
send  to  the  President  and  members  of  Con- 
gress in  Washington  protesting  against  the 
exorbitant  film  prices,  Lebedoff  said. 

Public  opinion  would  force  the  film  com- 
panies to  abandon  their  exorbitant  de- 
mands, he  declared.  “They  couldn’t  stand 
the  publicity,”  according  to  Lebedoff. 

Greene  Dissents 

Greene,  who  owns  and  operates  three 
Minneapolis  theatres,  didn’t  think  the 
Lebedoff  proposals  practicable. 

“It’s  all  right  to  sit  here  and  say  we 
won’t  buy  pictures,”  said  Greene.  “But 
we  aren’t  going  to  stand  idly  by  while  our 
competitors  buy  them.  We  need  pictures 
and  we’re  going  to  buy,  regardless  of  any- 
thing. And  if  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  and  other  of  our  competitors  keep 
their  theatres  open  do  you  think  we’re  go- 
ing to  close?” 

Lebedoff  replied  that  other  leading  in- 
dependents would  come  into  the  Tri-State 
organization  and  that  its  power  would 
force  distributors  “into  line.” 

In  answer  to  Lebedoff,  Greene  said  he 
expected  to  pay  as  much  as  last  year  for 
product  “in  some  instances.”  “In  the  last 
analysis,”  declared  Greene,  “the  individual 
exhibitor  will  have  to  do  his  own  dickering, 
the  same  as  hitherto.” 

Opinion  was  expressed  that  the  dime 
double  featuring  in  the  lower  loop  (Gate- 
way) district  cannot  be  halted,  but  that 
Minnesota  Amusement  can  be  “induced” 
to  stop  the  twin  billing  at  its  one  house 
each  in  downtown  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul. 

After  the  meeting,  Berger  asserted  that 
if  the  Tri-State  association  is  successful 


in  its  fight  to  stop  the  program  limitation 
legislation  “it  will  be  only  a question  of 
time  before  this  is  a double  feature  terri- 
tory.” In  his  opinion,  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  is  only  “looking  for  an  ex- 
cuse to  go  twin  bills,  so  that  it  can  ab^ 
sorb  all  the  product,  including  the  inde- 
pendent, and  thus  keep  the  Minnesota  The- 
atre from  getting  pictures.” 

“The  trouble  with  these  fellows  is  that 
they’re  not  farsighted,”  asserted  Berger. 

Lebedoff  has  been  at  odds  with  North- 
west Allied  and  Steffes  for  more  than  a 
year.  The  fight  started  because  Steffes 
refuesd  to  take  steps  to  stop  the  Paradise 
Theatre,  owned  by  him  and  Berger  and 
operated  by  the  latter,  from  buying  runs 
of  M-G-M  pictures  and  showing  them 
ahead  of  competing  independent  houses 
charging  the  same  admission.  Steffes  has 
contended  that  the  organization  could  not 
dictate  to  distributors  how  or  at  what 
price  they  should  sell  pictures  or  to  ex- 
hibitors how  much  they  should  pay. 

It  has  been  argued  by  Lebedoff  that  the 
organization  should  devote  itself  principal- 
ly to  film  costs  and  local  problems  ,a^d 
should  spend  less  time  and  money  ori'  iiar 
tional  matters.  He  is  being  sued  for  non- 
payment of  dues  and,  in  answer,  is  demand- 
ing an  accounting  of  expenditures. 

Potter  to  Reviewing  Post 
On  Times-Tribune 

Minneapolis — Merle  Potter,  Journal  film 
and  drama  editor  for  many  years,  will 
serve  in  a similar  capacity  for  the  new 
edition  of  the  Tribune,  called  the  Times- 
Tribune,  which  came  into  existence  after 
the  Star  acquired  the  Journal  and  discon- 
tinued publication  of  the  latter. 


For  Rent  or  Lease 


Established  picture  show  fo  re-  ( 
sponsible  party,  fully  equipped,  ( 
in  Topeka.  Kas.  Inquire  H.  Gor-  * 
don,  2617  Grand.  Kansas  City,  * 
Mo.,  GR  0461,  or  write  George 
Gordon,  Orpheum  Bldg.,  Topeka,  . 
Kas.  I 
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MRS  ANN  ROBINSON,  stand-in  for 
Olivia  de  Havilland,  is  visiting  rela- 
tives here.  Was  interviewed  by  Florence 
Lehman  over  the  radio.  Says  the  beautiful 
Olivia  is  a swell  person  . . . Harry  Katz 
has  readied  Harry  Hirsch’s  Gayety  for  its 
opening  August  25  with  burlesque  road- 
shows. With  the  work  finished  he  went 
on  a fishing  expedition.  Hirsch  has  been 
busy  running  the  roller  derby  at  the 
Auditorium.  It  has  been  drawing  turn- 
away  crowds  of  10,000  nightly  and  its 
success  is  so  great  that  its  engagement  has 
been  extended  for  three  days  past  the 
originally  allotted  three  weeks. 

Mort  H.  Singer  and  Morgan  Ames,  his 
general  manager,  visited  several  days.  Inci- 
dentally, they  dropped  in  at  the  Minne- 
sota Theatre  to  catch  the  show.  Bill  Sears, 
Mart’s  manager  at  the  Orpheum,  is  vaca- 
tioning in  the  Canadian  Rockies.  He 
motored  to  Banff  and  Lake  Louise.  Dur- 
ing his  absence,  Gerry  Bloedow,  his  as- 
sistant, is  managing  the  theatre,  and  do- 
ing a good  job  of  it,  too. 

Billy  Diamond,  well-known  booker,  in 
from  Chicago.  Said  it’s  just  a pleasure 
trip  to  visit  with  friends  here,  including 
Eddie  Ruben  . . . Other  visitors  included 
Allen  Usher  and  Frank  Clark,  Paramount 
district  manager  out  of  Chicago  and  Para- 
mount’s Milwaukee  branch  manager,  re- 
spectively. They  were  here  in  connection 
with  a product  deal  with  Eddie  Ruben  for 
the  latter’s  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  theatres.  Ted 
Bolnick,  Eddie’s  manager  there,  partici- 
pated in  the  conferences. 

Pantages  Theatre  celebrated  its  seventh 
anniversary  week  with  a change  of  pic- 
ture daily  . . . Florence  Harris,  Universal 
cashier,  spending  her  vacation  in  Minne- 
apolis, doing  various  jobs  around  the 
house  . . . Grand  National  spotted  two 
pictures  into  the  Minnesota — ‘‘The  Exile 
Express”  last  week  and  ‘‘Panama  Patrol,” 
underlined  . . . Harold  B.  Johnson,  Uni- 
versal branch  manager,  back  from  a busi- 
ness conference  with  Peck  Gomersall,  dis- 
trict manager,  in  Chicago.  In  ‘‘When  To- 
morrow Comes,”  Universal  has  the  finest 
John  Stahl  picture  since  ‘‘Back  Street,” 
according  to  Johnson.  It  goes  into  the  Cen- 
tury here  August  25  and  the  St.  Paul 
Orpheum  September  1.  He  plans  a trade 
showing  prior  to  that  time  . . . Missie  Ry- 
der of  the  Warner  office  resigned.  Mildred 
Winslow  replaces  her. 


S.  D.;  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.; 
Leo  Allender,  Northolm,  Minn.,  and  Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn. 

Evelyn  Gendreau  has  resigned  from  the 
M-G-M  office  staff  . . . Lowell  Smoots, 
Little  Falls,  Minn.,  exhibitor,  is  following 
in  Don  Buckley’s  footsteps  and  entering 
the  bowling  alley  business  on  the  side.  He 
has  installed  eight  alleys  in  his  town  . . . 
John  Snyder,  Williston,  N.  D.,  exhibitor, 
stopped  over  en  route  home  from  Cali- 
fornia where  he  and  his  family  have  been 
vacationing  the  past  month. 

Frank  Wetzstein  and  John  Kenally, 
Mandan,  N.  D.,  in  town  and  closed  deals 
for  their  houses  in  Mandan  and  Dickin- 
son, N.  D.  . . . Ben  Landy,  Columbia 
booker,  in  New  York  visiting  his  parents 
and  taking  in  the  World’s  Fair  . . . Bob 
Gillham,  director  of  Paramount’s  publicity 
and  advertising,  in  town  lining  up  cam- 
paigns for  “Beau  Geste’’  and  “Star  Maker’’ 
. . . Cerna  Martin  of  Columbia’s  office 
staff  vacationing  right  here  in  Minne- 
apolis . . . Arnold  Dobrin  of  Paramount’s 
ad  sales  department  in  St.  Barnabas  hos- 
pital with  a throat  ailment. 

‘‘Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, bothered  with  his  eyes.  Nothing  ser- 
ious . . . Banners  at  Warner  proclaim  that 
‘‘August  is  Bookers’  Month”  . . . Eph 
Rosen,  veteran  film  salesman,  long  with 
RKO,  off  to  New  York  . . . Betty  Dee, 
United  Artists  branch  manager’s  secretary, 
vacationing  in  northern  Minnesota  . . . It 
was  quite  a feather  in  Universal’s  cap  to 
have  Mort  H.  Singer  accept  the  chairman- 
ship for  the  midwest  for  the  exhibitors’ 
testimonial  to  the  company,  the  trade  here 
feels  . . . The  07ily  07ie  of  the  Mmneapolis- 
Ka7isas  City  baseball  games  played  in  the 
rece7it  series  drew  13,000  paid  admissions 
— the  largest  crowd  to  wit7iess  a baseball 
game  here  since  1928.  Rain  the  followhig 
eve7ii7ig  k7iocked  the  management  out  of 
approxirnately  $7,500. 

Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager 
and  S.  R.  Kent  drive  leader,  back  from  a 
brief  visit  to  Des  Moines  and  will  depart 
for  Hollywood  to  confer  at  the  studio  be- 
fore making  his  second  jaunt  around  the 
exchanges  . . . Harold  B.  Johnson,  Uni- 
versal branch  manager,  proud  over  his 
fisherman’s  feat.  He  caught  a 40-pound 
deep  channel  cat  fish  in  the  St.  Croix 
River. 


Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  George  Jenkins,  Cold  Springs, 
Minn.;  Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  D. 
Polzer,  Independence,  Wis.;  Agnes  Chris- 
tianson, De  Smet,  S.  D.;  Joe  Schindel, 
Granite  Falls,  Minn.;  Charlie  Connaught, 
Olivia,  Minn.;  Sam  Heller,  Grand  Rapids 
and  Nishwa,  Minn.;  Elmer  Bang,  Eureka, 


NOTICE  1 1 I 

To  Users,  Buyers,  Jobbers,  and  Manufacturers: 

You  Are  Hereby  Notified  that  the  Undersign- 
ed Patentee  Will  Vigorously  Prosecute  Any 
Infringement  on  His  Patent  No.  2140227,  Said 
Patent  Being  a Reel  End  Signal  for  Motion 
Picture  Projector. 

ORZIN  HEMINGSUM,  West  Union,  Iowa 
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L.  J.  McGmley,  U7iiversal’s  Seattle 
bra7ich  77ia7iager  and  wester7i  captain  for 
the  exhibitors’  testimo7iial  to  his  company, 
here  for  a campaign  c07iference  . . . ‘‘The 
Mikado,”  in  its  third  week  at  the  World 
and  doi7ig  a smash  business,  operied  at  the 
St.  Paul  World  and  goes  into  the  Garrick, 
Duluth,  arid  Time,  Rochester,  shortly  . . . 
Dick  Stahl,  genial  Universal  booker,  re- 
ducing. He  now  eats  only  one  piece  of  Bos- 
ton cream  pie  at  his  noon  luncheons. 

Sylvan  Leff,  Universal’s  southern  Min- 
nesota salesman,  in  Asbury  Hospital 
with  a throat  infection  . . . H.  B.  Johnson 
making  plans  for  a trade  showing  of  Uni- 
versal’s “The  Under  Pup,”  Gloria  Jean’s 
first  starring  vehicle. 


Amusement  Market 
Better  in  Iowa 

Des  Moines — lowcns  are  spending 
more  money  “for  the  fun  of  it." 

State  sales  tax  records  showed  the 
volume  of  taxable  amusement  business 
had  risen  more  than  $400,000  in  the 
comparison  of  the  year  ended  last 
March  31  with  the  fiscal  period  ended 
March  31,  1938. 

Amusement  merchants  reported  a 
volume  of  $14,221,000  business  in  the 
most  recent  annual  period,  the  records 
show,  compared  with  $13,813,000  in  the 
preceding  fiscal  year.  The  tax  rose 
from  $276,273  to  $284,438. 


Goldberg  Denies  Financial 
Interest  in  Omaha  State 

Omaha — Ralph  D.  Goldberg,  veteran 
Omaha  exhibitor  and  circuit  owner,  has 
announced  he  has  no  financial  interest 
whatsoever  in  the  new  State  Theatre,  to 
be  opened  about  October  1 in  Omaha’s 
main  business  district. 

A corporation  headed  by  A.  L.  Kaplan, 
long-time  personal  friend  of  Goldberg,  will 
operate  the  theatre.  Kaplan  was  formerly 
a fur  wholesaler  in  New  York  and  Chicago. 
Goldberg  and  he  attended  the  University 
of  Chicago  together. 

Goldberg  said  he  would  act  in  an  ad- 
visory capacity,  however,  in  the  operation 
of  the  new  house  and  the  R.  D.  Goldberg 
Co.  will  maintain  offices  in  the  State 
building.  The  State  has  been  dark  for 
many  years  and  at  one  time  was  the  Sun 
Theatre,  one  of  the  first  theatres  ac- 
quired by  the  Goldberg  interests. 


St  Louis  Park  Theatre 
Auto  Service  Copied 

Minneapolis — The  St.  Louis  Park  Thea- 
tre, suburban  house,  started  something 
when  it  inaugurated  the  transportation 
service  for  auto  patrons  from  its  parking 
lot  to  its  doors.  Now  other  houses  are  go- 
ing in  for  similar  features. 

Gordon  Greene  of  the  Minnesota  Thea- 
tre has  a miniature  auto  cruising  the 
streets  and  offering  to  transport  prospec- 
tive Minnesota  patrons  to  his  showhouse 
without  charge. 

Abe  Kaplan,  owner  of  three  Twin  City 
neighborhood  theatres,  has  a standing  of- 
fer to  send  a motor  car  to  any  people  re- 
siding within  a two-mile  radius  of  his 
showhouses  and  wishing  to  attend  them. 


Four  Exchanges  in  Omaha 
Undergo  a Remodeling 

Omaha  — Four  exchanges  on  Omaha’s 
Filmrow  are  undergoing  remodeling  and 
expansion  in  preparation  for  fall  and  win- 
ter business. 

The  Columbia  and  Universal  exchanges 
are  being  enlarged.  Republic  is  being  re- 
arranged and  redecorated.  Sol  Francis, 
new  Monogram  franchise  holder,  is  mov- 
ing to  larger  quarters  next  to  the  Fox 
exchange. 
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]^OUG  DESCH’S  Monogram  crew  went 
out  to  the  Waterworks  in  North  Kan- 
sas City  last  Tuesday  evening  for  barbe- 
cued ribs  and  fun.  For  exercise,  the 
Monogram  gang  took  along  a baseball  bat 
and  softball.  Afterwards,  they  screened 
“Girl  From  Rio”  and  “The  Man  From 
Texas,”  which  sounds  like  a good  double 
bill  to  us  . . . Ruth  Toller  is  leaving  Mono- 
gram, where  she  has  been  biller  and  steno, 
to  go  with  E.  C.  Leeves,  Central  Theatre 
Equipment,  as  secretary. 

Jim  Poland  has  changed  the  name  of 
Atlantic  Pictures  to  Astor  Pictures  at  1710 
Wyandotte.  The  hig  one  on  hand  currently 
is  a reissue  of  Bill  Hart’s  “Tumbleweeds." 

Sam,  Kate,  and  Bill  Blair  were  on  Film- 
row  this  week.  Kate  commented  on  what 
a shame  it  was  that  the  three  councilmen 
of  Kansas  City  resigned  and  spoiled  the 
recall.  Sam’s  reply  was  reminiscent  of  the 
film  business,  that  “the  city  attorney 
didn’t  read  his  contract.” 

Universal  has  a love  seat  in  the  ex- 
change. Just  a token  of  its  affection  for 
exhibitors  . . . Ed  Solig,  Universal  booker, 
is  leaving  Saturday  for  a vacation  in  Chi- 
cago . . . Harry  Wheeler,  Paramount 
booker,  is  on  vacation  with  his  wife  . . . 
Miss  Christine  Wilson  of  Columbia’s  book- 
ing department  is  another  vacationer. 

On  the  Row:  C.  R.  Gregg,  Liberty, 
Caney,  Kas.;  H.  F.  Higgins,  Princess,  St. 
Marys;  E.  G.  and  Merl  Swank,  Ritz,  Bur- 
lingame, Kas.;  R.  R.  Winship,  Majestic, 
Phillipsburg,  Kas.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glen 
Moskau,  Regal,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Edwin 
Marsh,  Eskridge,  Kas.;  Frank  Cassil, 
Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Tom  Wilhoit, 
Lyric,  Plattsburg,  Mo.;  Warren  Weber,  Pix, 
St.  John,  Kas.;  Ellinwood  at  Ellinwood, 
and  the  Ritz  at  Stafford;  Earl  Courter, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  C.  C.  Rhoades,  Roxy, 
Warsaw,  Mo.,  and  Nu  Buflo,  Buffalo,  Mo.; 
Crump  Taylor,  Plaza,  Appleton  City,  Mo.; 
S.  W.  Booth,  Booth,  Rich  Hill,  Mo. 

National  Theatre  Supply  will  have  the 
new  Simplex  projector  and  lamphouse, 
August  19. 

Tom  Edwards,  who  operates  the  Ozark 
at  Eldon,  Mo.,  has  returned  from  a va- 
cation in  the  West,  and  reports  that  “Mis- 
souri crops  look  better  than  any  we  saw, 
with  the  exception  of  irrigated  districts 
of  Utah  and  Idaho.” 

The  organization  meeting  of  the  Variety 
Club  Bowling  League  was  held  August  17 
at  Variety  Club  to  elect  officers  and  team 
captains, 

Norris  Cresswell,  Filmrow’s  photogra- 
pher, and  his  family  left  Thursday  for  the 
Ozarks  and  a week’s  vacation.  Between 
fishing  forays  their  base  of  operations  is 
the  Gatlin  Rocky  Comfort  Lodge,  Gravois 
Mills.  He  has  his  camera  to  get  proof  of 
the  ones  that  get  away.  His  last  job  be- 
fore departure  was  a pictorial  record  of 
the  Pox  Midwest  Theatres  annual  conven- 
tion at  Excelsior  Springs,  reproduced  else- 
where in  this  issue. 


Kansas  City  Barkers  Pick 
And  Equip  Stars  Guest 

Kansas  City — The  role  of  Santa  Claus 
to  a Kansas  City  orphan  was  played  last 
week  by  Variety  Club  when  it  selected 
Pauline  Phillips,  14-year-old  girl  from  the 
Interdenominational  Home,  for  a trip  to 
Hollywood.  Pauline  and  her  chaperone. 
Miss  LaVere  Smith,  superintendent  at  the 
home,  left  Kansas  City  August  16.  They 
were  joined  en  route  by  other  orphans  from 
over  the  country  with  their  chaperones, 
and  the  group  will  be  guests  of  Linda 
Ware,  young  Paramount  player,  at  the  pre- 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 
Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 
Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Griff  ith-Dickinson,  Inc,  Will 
Occupy  Larger  Offices 

Kansas  City — More  than  a 50  per  cent 
increase  in  space  will  be  had  by  the  Grif- 
fith-Dickinson  Theatres,  Inc.,  home  office 
at  3525  Broadway  here  when,  in  about  six 
weeks,  the  circuit  moves  into  its  new  quar- 
ters on  the  same  floor  it  now  occupies 
at  that  address.  The  new  space  is  on  the 
south  side  of  the  third  floor,  and  is  being 
air-conditioned  and  redecorated  for  Grif- 
fith-Dickinson  occupancy. 


miere  August  21  of  “The  Star  Maker,” 
Bing  Crosby’s  picture,  in  which  Miss  Ware 
makes  her  first  screen  appearance.  Para- 
mount is  paying  the  expenses  of  the  trip. 

The  committee  from  Variety  Club  also 
aided  in  getting  Rothschild’s,  Kansas  City 
clothing  store,  to  provide  Pauline  with  a 
wardrobe  for  the  excursion.  Members  of 
the  committee  were  Hinton  Jones,  George 
Baker,  Jerry  Zigmond,  Arthur  Cole,  Robert 
F.  Withers.  Aiding  them  in  the  selection 
were  Mrs.  C.  M.  Woodard,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Kemp  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Barnes,  prominent 
local  women  active  in  civic  and  charity 
work 

The  committee  also  arranged  a special 
preview  of  the  new  Crosby  picture  at  the 
Newman  Theatre  (Jerry  Zigmond)  August 
21  for  orphans  from  the  three  homes: 
Interdenominational,  Gillis,  St.  Joseph’s. 

Principal  function  of  Variety  is  charity, 
the  most  important  of  which  is  the  milk 
fund  for  underprivileged  children. 


Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE  ~ 

K.  C,  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SCREEN  PUBUCITY  ~ 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 


KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 
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IIL  111  M C CO  IIL  M 

F ’S  a bit  on  the  quiet  side  in  the  Capital 

City,  with  many  of  the  Tlieatre  Row 
boys  playing  soldier  at  National  Guard 
camp  . . . Business  remains  likewise  . . . 
Vacations,  name  orks,  picnics,  ball  games 
are  taking  their  annual  toll  from  the  box- 
office  at  present. 

The  George  Monroes  sr.  and  jr.  are  get- 
ting ready  tor  the  fair’s  horse  races  after 
their  success  at  Omaha’s  Ak-Sar-Ben  . . . 
Doc  Lawson’s  ork  is  headed  into  Chicago 
. . . Bill  Catherwood’s  new  skating  rink 
at  Wahoo  has  been  suggested  as  a prac- 
tice spot  for  -next  year’s  theatrical  skateree 
. . . The  unidentified  usher  who  fell  42 
times  during  the  hour  and  a half  is  said 
to  be  still  suffering. 

Looks  as  if  there  won’t  be  a Newspaper- 
Radio  softball  game  this  summer.  Guess 
the  ether  boys  can’t  get  over  last  year’s 
humiliating  drubbing  . . . McCook’s  new 
municipal  auditorium  has  the  boys  won- 
dering just  how  bad  it’s  going  to  affect 
the  boxoffice  . . . The  city’s  biggies  are 
going  to  try  to  get  the  best  of  everything 
— from  Benny  Goodman’s  ork  to  a top- 
flight boxing  match. 

The  900  residents  of  Clay  Center  watch 
Fred  Waring’s  outfit  with  more  than  pass- 
ing interest  . . . Both  of  Waring’s  soloists, 
Donna  Dae  arid  Jimmy  Atkins,  got  their 
start  at  KMMJ,  local  station. 

Allen  Jenkins’  popularity  in  midwest 
Nebraska  skyrocketed  when  his  car  stopped 
at  Kearney  in  need  of  repairs  . . . Jen- 
kins took  advantage  of  the  delay  to  swim 
with  the  natives  . . . He’s  on  his  way  east 
for  a vacation  after  completing  a Torchy 
picture. 

It’ll  be  a long  time  before  they’ll  forget 
Union  Pacific  days  in  Nebraska.  All  the 
county  fairs  now  are  featuring  whisker 
days,  something  practically  unheard  of  un- 
til Paramount’s  press  agents  invaded  the 
Corn  state  . . . Paramount.  North  Platte, 
is  featuring  auction  night.  This  time 
‘Auction  Dave’  buys,  the  audience  sells  . . . 
The  auctioneer  will  purchase  anything  from 
hajidker chief s to  toothpicks  to  locks  of  hair. 

County  fairs  are  beginning  to  take  over 
the  spotlight  now,  but  W.  B.  Bradley’s 
Moon  at,N§Jigh,  Stuart  Nesbitt’s  Plain- 
view  at  Plainview,  and  A.  H.  Blank’s  Strand 
at  Hastings  are  all  doing  very  nicely,  thank 
you. 


Granstrom  Opens  Soon 

St.  Paul — George  Granstrom,  owner  of 
the  Grand  View  Theatre,  will  open  his  nev/ 
$100,000  950-seat  Highland  Theatre  about 
September  1.  The  house  will  be  the  last 
word  in  modernity.  Werner  Wittkamp  of 
St.  Paul  is  designing  the  decorations  and 
furnishings. 


Wm,  Crystal  to  RKO 

Minneapolis — William  Crystal  has  re- 
signed as  Grand  National  branch  man- 
ager here  to  become  North  Dakota  sales- 
man for  RKO.  He  replaces  Edward  Sten- 
gel, transferred  to  Omaha. 


Tenth  Fox  Midwest 
Parley  Achieves 

(Continued  from  page  90) 
nual  banquet  was  held  at  8:30,  with  Rho- 
den presiding. 

In  addition  to  National  Theatre  awards 
listed  in  this  issue  on  pages  24  and  26, 
Rhoden  made  personal  awards  for  per- 
formance during  “Rhoden  Week,”  the 
last  week  of  the  Skouras  drive,  ended  July 
8.  Winners  (two  in  each  district)  were: 

Charles  Morrill,  Gladstone,  and  Sammy 
Naster,  Lincoln,  Kansas  City;  Jack  Maes, 
Marysville,  Kas.,  and  Harley  Fryer,  Jop- 
lin, Mo.;  Tom  Steele,  Hutchinson,  Kas., 
and  Max  Van  Buren,  Hays,  Kas.;  Ralph 
Bartlett,  Jacksonville,  ni.,  and  Ed  Whaley, 
Benton,  111.,  and  T.  S.  Wilson,  Excelsior 
Springs,  and  Steve  Souttar,  Brookfield, 
Mo.  Each  received  Hamilton  watches, 
with  their  names  engraved,  except  Ralph 
Bartlett,  who  had  a special  prize. 

Jay  Wooten,  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  and  Art 
Zimmer,  Springfield,  111.,  were  given  spec- 
ial awards  for  their  work  with  the  pre- 
mieres of  “Dodge  City”  and  “Young  Mr. 
Lincoln,”  respectively. 

Attending  the  convention  were: 

Spyros  Skouras,  head  of  National  The- 
atres, New  York;  E.  C.  Rhoden,  president 
of  Fox  Midwest,  Kansas  City;  Lon  Cox, 
film  buyer  and  district  manager  at  Kan- 
sas City;  Harry  McClure,  H.  E.  Jameyson, 
Fred  Souttar  and  Edd  Haas,  district  man- 
agers; L.  E.  Pope,  purchasing  agent;  L.  O. 
Honig,  real  estate;  9enn  Lawler,  advertis- 
ing and  publicity;  Charles  E.  Shafer,  R.  D. 
Montgomery  and  Howard  White,  account- 
ing; H.  C.  Smathers,  R.  S.  Murphy  and 
Drew  McDougal,  sound  men;  bookers  Allen 
Karf,  Ralph  Adams,  Buddy  Brown,  Harold 
Hume,  Chester  Hylton,  and  John  Mein- 
ardi  (St.  Louis) ; Prank  Gross,  engineer, 
and  the  following  managers: 

Kansas  City,  Mo. — Apollo,  Morrill  Moore; 
Brookside,  Dale  Havelone;  Esquire,  Joe 
Redmond;  Gladstone,  Charles  A.  Morrill: 
Lincoln,  Sam  Naster;  Linwood,  Harry  Bie- 
derman;  Plaza,  Jimmie  Long;  Madrid,  Paul 
Reinke;  Rockhill,  Ralph  Wallace;  Uptown, 
Fi-ank  Ritter;  Vista,  Owen  F.  Hitchler; 
Waldo,  Jim  Chapman,  and  Warwick,  Glen 
Carroll.  Kansas  City,  Kas. — Granada, 
Charles  Barnes. 

Atchison,  Kas. — Orpheum,  Hugh  Siverd. 
Beatrice,  Neb. — Rivoli,  B.  M.  Montee.  Car- 
thage, Mo. — Crane,  William  Laughlin. 
Chanute,  Kas. — Peoples,  C.  F.  Forbes.  Cof- 
fey ville,  Kas. — Midland,  E.  D.  Dorrell; 
Tackett,  Dale  Thornhill.  Emporia,  Kas. — 
Granada,  Ray  McLain;  Strand,  John  Neely. 
Port  Scott,  Kas. — Liberty,  H.  D.  Carroll. 
Girard,  Kas. — Liberty,  John  Paul  Jones, 
lola,  Kas. — lola,  Loyce  Rockhold;  Uptown, 
Nick  Carter,  Joplin,  Mo. — Pox,  Harley  Fry- 
er; Paramount,  Jack  Slinker  and  Orpheum, 
Ensley  Barbour.  Marysville,  Kas. — Liberty, 
Jack  Maes.  Nevada,  Mo. — Star,  Art  Bow- 
man. Ottawa,  Kas. — Plaza,  Mel  Miller; 
Webster,  Waldo  Voth.  Pittsburg,  Kas. — 
Midland,  G.  I.  Hunger,  and  Colonial,  A.  C. 
Longshore.  Topeka,  Kas. — City  Manager, 
Lawrence  Breuninger;  Grand,  C.  A.  Stew- 
art; Jayhawk,  Phillip  T.  Hill;  Orpheum, 
Ed  Allison,  and  Gem,  Chester  Boggs. 

Arkansas  City,  Kas. — Burford,  Ted  Davis; 
Starr,  Starr  Wetmore.  Clay  Center,  Kas. — 


_^RT  ANDERSON’S  been  up  in  the  air  and 
feeling  very  lonesome  lately,  we  hear — 
and  we’d  bet  a moth-eaten  parachute  he 
was  very  pale  beneath  his  famous  sun  tan 
. . . Ken  Clayton  received  a wire  from 
Universal  inviting  him  to  New  York  Aug- 
ust 24  to  attend  the  premiere  of  “Under 
Pup”  at  Scranton,  Pa.  But  Ken’s  gonna 
pass  this  one  up  in  favor  of  a later  pre- 
miere in  New  York,  a re-make,  we  be- 
lieve, with  the  original  male  lead  and  a 
new  feminine  star,  reported  to  be  neither 
blonde  nor  beauteous  (more  about  this 
later) . 

Lots  of  Filmrowers  were  at  the  Strick- 
land-Paychek  fight,  but  a big  cigar  taking 
Lou  Levy’s  Al  Bair  somewhere  was  all  we 
saw  . . . lies,  McKinney  and  Wolf  pulled 
a smart  bit  of  advertising  with  two  an- 
nouncements over  the  loud  speaker  during 
the  fight.  Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner’s  district 
ma.nager,  and  Ben  Kalmenson,  western  di- 
vision manager,  were  here  . . . Gene  Me- 
lone  swears  there’s  nothing  monotonous 
about  three  daughters,  and  claims  his  are 
all  beautiful  and  not  dumb.  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Blank  knows  now  that  it  costs  $1.00  to  park 
in  some  places. 


Rex,  B.  F.  Adcock.  Concordia,  Kas. — 
Grand,  C.  P.  Roger.  Dodge  City,  Kas. — 
Dodge,  Jay  Wooten,  city  manager;  Crown, 
Max  Davis.  El  Dorado,  Kas. — El  Dorado, 
W.  R.  Rowell.  Hays,  Kas. — Strand,  M.  K. 
Van  Buren.  Hutchinson,  Kas. — Tom  Steele, 
city  manager;  Fox,  Ray  Monzingo;  Mid- 
land, Komp  Jarrett,  and  Strand,  Dennis 
Montee.  Liberal,  Kas. — Tucker,  Earl  Hil- 
ton. Lyons,  Kas. — Lyons,  W.  R.  Scott. 
Newton,  Kas. — Regent,  Jim  Pronkier.  Sa- 
lina,  Kas. — Strand,  Fred  Glass;  Watson, 
Hort  Ulrich.  Wellington,  Kas. — Regent,  Al 
McClure.  Winfield,  Kas. — Regent,  C.  H. 
Zile;  Zimm,  Zeb  Pruner.  Wichita,  Kas. — 
Roy  Burford,  city  manager;  Miller,  Joe 
Kuefel;  Palace  and  Orpheum,  Harry  Sef- 
ton;  Wichita,  Bill  Haas,  and  Uptown,  Mike 
Lehman. 

Belleville,  111. — Illinois,  Carroll  Moore; 
Lincoln,  C.  C.  Murray.  Benton,  111. — Capi- 
tol, W.  E.  Whaley.  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. — 
Broadway,  Roy  Cato;  Orpheum,  Ed  Koe- 
gel.  Centralia,  111. — Grand,  Al  Spargur; 
Illinois,  E.  French  Gallagher.  Duquoin,  111. 
— Grand,  W.  A.  Erwin.  Jacksonville,  111. — 
Illinois,  Ralph  Q.  Bartlett;  Majestic,  J. 
Eldon  DeSilva.  Marion,  111, — Orpheum,  Ed- 
gar Jones.  Mt.  Vernon,  111. — Granada,  Ho- 
mer Marvel:  Plaza,  James  E.  Simmons. 
Springfield,  111. — Lincoln,  A.  R.  Zimmer. 
West  FVankfort,  111. — Strand,  H.  M.  Bur- 
nett. 

Boonville,  Mo. — Lyric,  J.  D.  Johnson. 
Brookfield,  Mo. — DeGraw,  Steve  Souttar. 
Council  Bluffs,  la. — Strand,  Morris  Cohn, 
Excelsior  Springs,  Mo. — Beyer,  T.  S.  Wil- 
son. Port  Madison,  la. — Orpheum,  Earl 
Hayes.  Kirksville,  Mo. — Kennedy,  W.  J. 
Souttar.  Lexington,  Mo. — Mainstreet,  Gene 
EGncaid.  Marshall,  Mo. — Auditorium,  Floyd 
Davis.  Moberly,  Mo. — Grand,  H.  L.  Golla- 
day;  Fourt  St.,  J.  T.  Dowdy.  Muscatine, 
la. — Palace,  Ludy  Bosten.  Sedalia,  Mo. — 
Liberty,  Ed  Mater.  Springfield,  Mo. — Elec- 
tric, Leon  Robertson:  Gillioz,  Joe  Ruddick; 
Landers,  Ensley  Barbour;  Princess,  W.  R. 
Wilhoit.  , 


96 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  19,  1939 


MPTO  Starts  Another  Allied  Survey  Reports  Seven 
Survey  on  Product  New  Houses  for  Michigan 


Pittsburgh — MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  this 
week  instituted  another  product  survey  to 
determine  actual  sale  policies  of  the  var- 
ious film  companies.  When  properly 
registered  an  accurate  analysis  of  the  set- 
up of  the  territory  will  be  available  at  the 
exhibitor  headquarters,  it  is  understood. 

Film  survey  cards  were  distributed  this 
week  throughout  the  western  Pennsyl- 
vania area  and  a larger  response  is  ex- 
pected for  this  survey  than  in  past  polls. 

In  a bulletin  issued  by  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
president,  and  Fred  J.  Herrington,  secre- 
tary, exhibitors  were  advised  to  be  pre- 
pared to  attend  a mammoth  meeting  early 
in  September. 

MPTO’s  statement  continued  with  re- 
gards to  the  annual  convention  in  October. 

“In  a general  sense  the  buying  season  is 
progressing  rather  slowly  due  to  many 
causes,  one  of  which  is  increased  film 
rentals.  Be  very  careful  what  you  sign 
for  the  coming  season,  as  it  seems  to  be  a 
tough  setup.  Argue  about  it  now — not  after 
you  have  put  your  name  on  the  dotted 
line,”  the  bulletin  warns. 


Barron  in  Pittsburgh  to 
Lead  Universal  Drive 

Pittsburgh — Universal’s  prize  campaign 
was  opened  here  this  week  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  Paul  Barron,  eastern  division 
manager  who  is  leading  the  drive.  For  the 
three  months  he  will  be  away  from  his 
Charlotte  branch  office,  Peter  Rosian  of 
the  Cleveland  office  will  substitute  there. 

Jules  Lapidus,  local  branch  manager,  re- 
ports that  the  Pittsburgh  office  is  holding 
its  own  in  the  national  field  and  that  ex- 
hibitors here  are  interested  in  the  prize 
contest  offered  by  Universal. 


Governor  James  to  Call 
"Emergency"'  Session 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Gov.  Arthur  H.  James 
will  call  a special  session  of  the  legislature 
at  an  undetermined  date  to  consider 
“emergency”  subjects,  particularly  those 
relating  to  relief.  It  is  believed  the  spe- 
cial assembly  would  be  summoned  early  in 
January. 

Governor  James,  vacationing  this  week, 
has  announced  plans  for  early  action  in 
an  effort  to  raise  Pennsylvania’s  WPA 
quota. 


Expect  Schreiber  Suit 
Delay  Until  October 

Detroit — Fate  of  the  suit  of  Jacob 
Schreiber  against  Ray  Schreiber,  involv- 
ing the  transfer  of  the  houses  from  Jacob 
to  Ray  several  months  ago,  remains  im- 
certain.  Both  parties  to  the  litigation 
declined  to  discuss  the  matter  for  publica- 
tion. No  action  is  expected  imtil  the  case 
comes  to  trial,  probably  in  October. 


Kenlucky  Exhibitors 
After  Low  Rentals 

Louisville — Independent  exhibitors  of 
Kentucky  got  together  last  week  to  or- 
ganize for  a concerted  campaign  against 
the  “high  cost  of  films.” 

“What  we’re  after,”  said  Jesse  L.  Laus- 
man,  who  operates  the  Hill  Top  Theatre  in 
Louisville,  “is  to  get  uniform  and  reason- 
able prices.” 

He  said  that  some  theatres  in  the  state 
have  paid  as  much  as  80  per  cent  of  the 
gross  receipts  for  certain  single  features, 
while  other  houses  have  shown  the  same 
pictures  for  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent  of 
the  gate. 

“The  independent  man  has  paid  these 
prices  because  he  always  was  afraid  that 
if  he  didn’t  take  the  picture,  his  competi- 
tor would.  Now  we’re  going  to  make  an 
effort  to  organize  to  obtain  some  sound 
basis.” 

Plans,  he  said,  called  for  selection  of  a 
board  of  directors  and  selection  of  com- 
mittees. Although  no  name  had  been  se- 
lected, Lausman  said  the  organization 
probably  would  be  known  as  the  Theatre 
Business  Ass’n  of  Kentucky. 


Trendle's  Successor  at 
UDT  Still  Unnamed 

Detroit  — Selection  of  a successor  to 
George  W.  Trendle  who  retired  a month 
ago  as  president  of  United  Detroit  Tliea- 
tres,  remained  as  much  up  in  the  air  as 
ever  this  week.  Trendle,  who  remained 
with  the  company  for  some  weeks  after 
his  formal  resignation,  has  completed  re- 
moval of  his  offices. 

No  indication  of  the  ultimate  move  to 
be  made  in  the  vacant  post  has  appeared 
locally.  Earl  Hudson,  publicity  director  of 
the  organization,  is  temporarily  in  charge 
as  far  as  local  matters  are  concerned,  but 
has  not  assumed  any  title  or  authority 
aside  from  this. 


All  UDT  Houses  Reduce 
Children  s Admissions 

Detroit — Minor  price  cuts  in  children’s 
admissions  has  been  made  by  United  De- 
troit Theatres  at  all  houses.  The  Michigan 
and  Palms-State,  first  runs,  di'opped  ad- 
mission from  a quarter  to  15  cents,  while 
the  second  runs  dropped  from  15  to  10 
cents.  The  cuts  do  not  affect  adult  ad- 
missions, but  offer  a major  inducement 
for  patronage  by  the  youngsters  during 
the  remainder  of  the  summer. 

UDT  also  is  offering  “new  low  cost 
downtown  parking”  at  ten  cents,  effec- 
tive both  day  and  night,  for  patrons  of 
the  Michigan  and  Palms-State. 


Detroit — Proof  of  the  wave  of  theatre 
building,  particularly  upstate,  as  recently 
reported  in  Boxoffice,  is  confirmed  by  the 
quarterly  report  of  theatre  transactions 
just  issued  by  Allied  Tlieatres  of  Michi- 
gan. According  to  the  Allied  report,  seven 
new  theatres  have  been  added  to  the 
Michigan  listing  in  this  quarter. 

The  new  houses  include  one  in  Detroit — 
Jack  Broder’s  Rainbow — and  six  upstate: 
Bruce  Godshaw’s  Albion  at  Albion,  Cass 
R.  Beechler’s  “B”  at  Charlotte,  A.  Hef- 
ferman’s  New  Century  at  Coopersville,  John 
Vlachos’  Flatroc  at  Flat  Rock,  W.  D. 
Shafer’s  New  Garden  at  Garden  City,  and 
W.  H.  Storl’s  New  Milan  at  Milan. 

Two  theatres  were  closed — both  in  De- 
troit— the  Times  Square  and  the  Wolverine 
— the  latter  for  remodeling.  In  addition, 
one  theatre  in  Detroit  and  six  upstate 
changed  hands  during  the  period. 

The  next  quarterly  report  should  show 
an  even  larger  number  of  new  theatres  in 
view  of  the  several  openings  scheduled 
within  the  next  two  months. 


Saul  Sloan  Considers  Plans 
For  Theatre  Construction 

Detroit — Plans  for  a third  theatre  con- 
struction project  are  disclosed  by  Saul 
Sloan,  Detroit  builder.  The  new  house  will 
’oe  in  the  northeast  section  on  Joseph 
Campau  Ave.  near  Yemans,  but  plans  still 
are  far  in  the  future,  Sloan  indicated. 
He  now  is  erecting  a store  building  at  this 
site,  and  is  leaving  space  for  the  theatre 
in  connection,  at  a future  date. 

The  name  of  Sloan’s  theatre  company 
has  been  changed  from  United  Motion 
Theatres  Co.  to  Detroit  'nreatre  Co.,  he 
reveals. 

Two  different  architects  are  preparing 
plans  for  his  other  two  building  projects, 
Sloan  said.  These  are  the  Alpine  and 
Television  houses,  projected  as  3,000  and 
4,000-seat  neighborhood  houses.  No  in- 
dication as  to  operating  arrangements  is 
forthcoming. 


Extensive  Remodeling  Will 
Double  Cameo's  Seating 

Detroit — An  extensive  remodeling  job  is 
under  way  at  the  Cameo  'Theatre,  the  cost 
of  which  is  estimated  at  $125,000  by  Ben- 
nett & Straight,  architects.  This  will  in- 
clude several  additional  stores  and  a new 
auditorium.  Owned  by  George  Fluksa  and 
William  Stoica,  the  present  Cameo  will 
continue  operation  until  the  addition  is 
near  completion.  The  seating  capacity  will 
be  more  than  double. 


New  Beacon  Front 

Pittsburgh — The  Beacon  Theatre  will 
be  modernized  and  will  sport  a new  front. 
David  Green,  proprietor,  is  completing 
plans  for  the  remodeling  which  he  hopes 
to  get  started  within  a month. 
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Michigan  Allied  Will 
Convene  Oct.  2-3-4 

Detroit — Directors  of  Allied  Theatres 
of  Michigan  have  voted  to  hold  the  an- 
nual convention  on  October  2-3-4,  at  the 
Burdick  Hotel.  Kalamazoo,  giving  the 
convention  for  a second  consecutive  year 
to  southwestern  Michigan.  P.  C.  Schram, 
Kalamazoo  exhibitor,  is  general  chairman 
of  arrangements.  Present  tentative  plans 
call  for  a directors’  dinner  and  meeting 
the  first  day,  followed  by  business  ses- 
sions the  next  two  days,  with  a golf  meet, 
probably  on  the  second  day. 


AT  RKO  Lounge — 

Left,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard  Schram 
of  the  Michigan  Theatre.  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  visit  the  RKO  Radio  World 
Fair  lounge  in  the  New  York  home 
office. 

M,  A,  Rosenberg  to  Attend 
Allied  N.  /.  Meeting 

Pittsburgh — M.  A,  Rosenberg,  president 
of  .the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  and  regional 
vice-president  of  national  Allied  States 
Assn.,  will  attend  the  annual  convention 
of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  New  Jersey 
at  the  Ritz  Carlton  Hotel,  Atlantic  City, 
September  6-8.  A number  of  other  exhibi- 
tors of  western  Pennsylvania  are  expected 
to  attend  the  convention  and  take  in  the 
annual  “Miss  America”  pageant  of  beauty 
which  is  scheduled  (oddly  enough)  at  the 
same  time. 


New  Coupon  Deal 

Cleveland — The  newest  promotional  firm 
on  the  local  Row  is  the  Interstate  Coupon 
Distributing  Corp.,  headed  by  Mike  Spe- 
cial, former  orchestra  leader  and  stage 
producer,  and  George  Rich,  Paramount’s 
first  Cleveland  exchange  manager.  The 
line  is  known  as  “Movie  Cash  Coupons,” 
a merchant  cooperative  deal. 


"All  /or  One — One  for  All" 
Feeling  at  Trade  Stag 


Lewistown,  Pa. — “Meet  your  opposition 
— He  is  a swell  guy.” 

This,  according  to  a herald  distributed 
in  the  trade  to  interest  exhibitors,  dis- 
tributors and  salesmen  in  the  first  annual 
film  inter-territorial  stag  goodwill  outing, 
an  event  scheduled  for  Wednesday,  August 
23,  at  Johnson’s  Lodge,  18.1  miles  north  of 
this  city  on  Route  322. 

Lewistown  will  be  decorated  for  the  occa- 
sion. in  which  members  of  the  industry 
will  assemble  at  the  Rialto  Theatre  at  2 
p.  m.  (EST)  for  the  presentation  of  good- 
will tokens  to  Exhibitors  Paul  O.  Klingler 
of  the  Rialto:  Harold  Cohen,  Embassy, 
and  Ike  Berney,  Pastime. 

Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  M-G-M  manager  at 
Pittsburgh,  will  serve  as  master  of  cere- 
monies, after  which  the  “stag”  party  will 
caravan  to  the  outing  spot  where  eastern 
and  western  Pennsylvania  film  men  will 
meet  with  exhibitor  friends.  Jack  Judd  of 
National  Screen  Service  is  in  charge  of 
tickets  which  are  offered  at  $2.50  each. 


At  the  Fair— 

George  E.  Planck,  city  manager  for 
Southio  Theatres,  a Paramount  affili- 
ate in  Marion,  Ohio,  at  the  Paramount 
home  office  World  Fair  lounge  in  New 
York. 


Laskey  and  Harris  Take 
Over  Wheeling  Colonial 

Pittsburgh  — The  Colonial  Theatre, 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has  been  transferred  to 
Theodore  J.  Laskey  and  George  N.  Harris, 
the  new  operators  having  assumed  film 
contracts  at  the  time  of  the  change. 

House  was  formerly  operated  by  the 
Sam  M.  Reichblum  Theatre  Enterprises 
with  headquarters  at  the  Columbia  Thea- 
tre Bldg.,  East  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

Laskey  was  formerly  in  exhibition  at 
Brownsville,  Pa.,  and  Harris  is  a Pitts- 
burgh florist. 


Sees  Big  Turnoul  al 
Managers'  Meeting 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — Fifth 
annual  convention  of  the  West  Virginia 
Managers  Ass’n,  to  be  held  at  the  de  luxe 
Greenbrier  Hotel  here,  August  30  and  31, 
bids  fair  to  be  the  best  affair  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  exhibitor  group,  according  to 
James  C.  Shanklin  of  Ronceverte,  chair- 
man of  the  convention  committee.  Sol  J. 
Hyman  of  Huntington,  president  since  the 
organization  of  the  association,  will  pre- 
side at  the  business  session  and  will  intro- 
duce special  guests  at  the  banquet. 

Registration  fee  including  banquet  is  $5. 

Highway  advertising  and  reduction  in 
sound  maintenance  are  announced  as 
among  subjects  to  be  discussed  at  the  busi- 
ness session. 

'Tlie  Greenbrier  Hotel  here  was  selected 
by  the  members  for  the  fifth  successive 
year  as  the  convention  site  as  the  result 
of  a poll  conducted  by  W.  H.  Holt,  Rich- 
wood,  secretary.  Vice-presidents  of  the  as- 
sociation include  Mrs.  P.  M.  Thomas, 
Parkersburg:  G.  W.  Talbott,  Elkins:  N.  B. 
Carskadon,  Keyser:  L.  E.  Rogers,  Welch: 
R.  W.  Phelan,  Clendenin:  Dr.  C.  P.  Church, 
Mannington.  Members  of  the  convention 
reception  committee  are  P.  L.  Dysard, 
chairman.  Lewistown:  W.  B Hines,  White 
Surphur  Springs;  Okey  Ward,  Summers- 
ville;  R.  W.  Phelan,  Clendenin;  L.  E.  Rog- 
ers, Welch;  Lester  Rosenfeld,  Charleston: 
N.  B.  Carskadon,  Keyser. 


Manos-Lipsie  Contest 
Prizes  Total  $L500 

Greensburg,  Pa. — ^Nine  prizes  totaling 
$1,500  are  offered  in  the  annual  managers’ 
contest  announced  for  the  Manos-Lipsie 
circuit  theatres.  Based  on  percentage  in- 
crease on  grosses  the  contest  opens  m 
September  for  a six-week  period.  Assist- 
ant managers  and  other  employes  will 
share  in  the  awards,  according  to  Bernard 
Buchheit,  district  manager,  who  announced 
the  contest  and  who  will  serve  as  drive 
leader. 

Prizes  are  from  $50  to  $300  and  will  be 
awarded  at  the  annual  banquet  of  Manos- 
Lipsie  theatre  managers  which  will  be 
staged  here. 

Buchheit  is  enthusiastic  regarding  this 
year’s  contest,  stating  that  the  campaign 
of  action  is  an  incentive  to  each  member 
of  the  organization  and  that  100  per  cent 
cooperation  has  been  pledged. 


Universal's  Sales  Drive 
A Hypo  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — An  enthusiasm  breeder  in 
connection  with  the  new  Universal  sales 
drive  is  the  record  of  deals  closed  for 
the  new  season  by  the  local  branch.  Dis- 
trict Manager  Dave  Miller  and  Branch 
Manager  Joe  Kauffman  point  out  that 
the  exchange  is  running  at  least  100  per 
cent  ahead  of  last  year. 
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^HE  stage  is  set  for  Queen  City  Variety 
Club’s  annual  golf  tournament.  Over 
200  prizes,  radios,  golf  bags,  silver  sets, 
luggage,  will  be  awarded  the  lucky  winners. 
Joe  Goetz  is  general  chairman  of  the  event 
which  will  be  held  at  the  Summit  Hills 
Country  Club,  August  21.  Five  dollars  en- 
titles one  to  the  complete  events,  luncheon, 
dinner,  a floor  show  in  the  evening  and 
the  tournament.  Golfers  will  tee  off  at 
10  a.  m. 

Don  Duff  is  vacationing.  Virgil  Jack- 
son,  Uptown  Theatre,  is  off  on  a.  fishing 
trip.  Sugar  Bockelage  is  spending  the  week 
in  New  York  City. 

Joe  Oulahan,  Paramount,  is  vaca- 
tioning and  visiting  the  home  folks  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  . . . Fred  Rowlands, 
Main  and  Parsons  theatres,  Columbus,  has 
bought  a new  home  at  Beckley,  and  is 
moving  there  from  Indian  Lake. 

Miss  Mary  Witteberg  of  Republic  has 
announced  her  approaching  marriage  to 
Herb  Bergmann  at  Madisonville,  August  26. 

J.  Stallings  of  Mid-West  Theatre  Sup- 
plies comments  that  more  new  theatres 
are  opening  this  year  in  Cincinnati  terri- 
tory than  last  year,  and  supply  business 
is  correspondingly  brisk.  Mid- west  is  com- 
pletely equipping  Vance’s  new  house  at 
Newport,  Ky.,  also  the  new,  tentatively 
named  “Hilltop”  Theatre,  North  College 
Hill,  being  erected  by  R.  W.  Tusch  and 
William  Murrison.  Mid-west  also  is  equip- 
ping the  theatre  at  Elmwood,  Ohio,  now 
under  construction. 

Lee  Goldberg,  Big  Feature  Rights,  re- 
turned from  several  weeks’  vacation  in  the 
east,  announced  the  closing  of  two  impor- 
tant franchises  for  BF.  One,  the  Pro- 
ducers Distributing  Corp.,  for  60  pictures, 
is  a five-year  franchise  covering  Ohio, 
Ind.,  Ky.  and  Tenn.,  with  releases  avail- 
able September  15.  The  other  franchise 
is  with  Alliance  Films  Corp.,  English  pro- 
ductions, of  which  Budd  Rogers  is  vice- 
president  and  general  manager.  This  in- 
cludes twelve  features  for  Ohio,  Ky.,  Ind., 
and  Tenn.  distribution.  The  12  Alliance 
features  already  have  been  signed  up  by 
Sol  Bragin  of  Warner’s,  for  the  houses  in 
Ohio  territory,  following  screenings. 

John  Kaiser,  Royal  Theatre,  Chillicothe, 
is  leaving  this  weekend  for  Mayo  Clinic 
to  undergo  an  operation  on  his  eye.  His 
friends  wish  him  a speedy  recovery. 

Jimmy  Hendel,  UA’s  Columbus  repre- 
sentative, carried  off  the  National  UA 
award  of  $500  for  outstanding  salesman- 
ship during  the  year. 

Joe  Goldberg  is  pinch-hitting  for  Don 
Duff  at  Big  Features,  coming  up  from 
Louisville  . . . Esther  Hyman  is  home  with 
a sprained  ankle  . . . Margie  Jones  of  Para- 
mount also  is  on  the  sick  list. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  N.  Miles,  Eminence, 
visited  this  week.  Carl  Rohs,  Cynthiana, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Taylor,  Williamstown, 
Ky.,  and  Ron  Emmerich,  Germantown, 
Ohio,  also  visited  the  Row  . . . Link  Davis, 
Columbia,  paid  one  of  his  rare  visits  to 


the  local  office,  and  commented  on  gen- 
erally increased  business  in  the  territory. 

Phil  Kendis  of  Exhibitor  Poster  Service 
is  taking  an  enforced  vacation  nursing 
an  aching  back  which  results  from  a fall 
of  several  years  back  . . . Bert  Steam, 
United  Artists  district  manager,  was  in 
New  York  all  week  crossing  the  “t’s”  and 
dotting  the  “i’s”  on  new  contract  deals 
for  the  Warner,  Schine  and  Friedman  cir- 
cuits in  his  territory. 

Arthur  Lee,  vice-president  of  Gaumont- 
British,  was  a visitor  to  the  local  20th-Fox 
exchajige  during  the  week  . . . Mrs.  Harry 
Reinhart,  wife  of  the  owner-manager  of 
the  McKinley,  Mozart  and  State  theatres 
of  Canton  is  at  Montefiore  hospital,  Pitts- 
burgh, convalescing  after  a recent  opera- 
tion. 

Local  UA  boys  are  feeling  good  about 
the  successful  first  run  in  the  territory 
of  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  at  Loew’s 
State  here.  The  picture  did  so  well  that 
it  merited  a holdover,  playing  its  second 
successive  week  at  Loew’s  Stillman.  It  is 
followed  at  Loew’s  State  by  another  UA 
attraction,  “Four  Feathers.” 

Dick  Wright,  manager  of  Warner  The- 
atres in  the  northern  district,  reports  his 
district  is  once  again  operating  on  a 100 
per  cent  basis.  All  the  boys  are  back  from 
their  vacations. 

Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager,  with 
Bookers  Saul  Bragin  and  Charles  Albert, 
spent  part  of  the  week  in  the  southern 
district  . . . Just  to  keep  the  records 
straight,  the  Penn  Square,  Cleveland,  will 
reopen  September  15  with  a foreign  picture 
policy  . . . Also,  to  keep  the  records  ab- 
solutely straight,  the  labor  committee  of 
the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors 
Ass’n  says  that  so  far  they  have  held  no 
meetings  with  lATSE  officials  on  a new 
operators’  wage  scale.  They  are  waiting 
for  Harland  Holmden,  Local  160’s  business 
manager,  to  return  from  Atlantic  City  be- 
fore presenting  what  they  consider  a fair 
contract  to  take  the  place  of  the  present 
two-year  pact  which  expires  at  midnight 
on  August  31. 

Preliminary  plans  for  Shea's  new  house 
in  New  Philadelphia  are  reported  com- 
pleted . . . Nat  Charnas  of  Toledo  is  dig- 
ging down  in  his  jeans  to  the  extent  of 
$25,000  to  remodel  his  Bijou  Theatre.  Al- 
terations will  include  increasing  the  seat- 
ing capacity. 

Julius  Lamm,  manager  of  Warner’s  Up- 
town Theatre,  reports  he  had  the  biggest 
Monday  night  in  the  history  of  the  the- 
atre recently  when  he  ran  a “lucky  nite” 
for  “Lucky  Night,”  the  M-G-M  feature. 
Cooperating  with  25  merchants,  25  door 
prizes  were  given  out.  For  that  one  night, 
special  tickets  were  given  out  to  patrons. 
Those  receiving  lucky  tickets  got  the  prizes. 
People  jammed  the  big  3,500-seat  house 
for  the  event  which  cost  the  theatre 
nothing. 

Robert  Smeltzer,  Vitagraph  district  man- 
ager, looked  in  on  local  Branch  Manager 
Herbert  Ochs  last  week. 


Competitive  Circuits 
Combine  for  Frolic 


Cleveland — Competition  was  thrown  to 
the  winds  when  officials  of  the  Associ- 
ated and  Community  circuits  amalgamated 
their  interests  for  a day  of  fun.  They  held 
their  Armistice  Day  at  the  Beechmont 
Country  Club.  Counting  the  exhibitors,  the 
district  and  branch  managers  who  were 
their  guests  and  their  womenfolks,  there 
were  about  150  in  attendance.  Golf  was 
the  order  of  the  day,  with  prizes.  Dinner 
followed  the  golf  and  games  followed  the 
dinner. 

Matt  Goodman,  United  Artist  branch 
manager,  won  a prize  for  the  highest  golf 
score  and  is  he  proud  of  it.  “It’s  the  first 
golf  prize  I ever  won,”  Matt  said.  Nobody 
seems  to  be  sure,  but  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  low  score  was  achieved  by  Ed 
Bang,  News  sports  editor. 


A Day  of  Fun  for 
20th-Fox  Club 

Cleveland — Twentieth  Century  Reel 
Folks,  a club  composed  of  the  entire  local 
20th  Century-Fox  personnel,  held  its  sec- 
ond annual  summer  outing  at  the  Shore 
club  in  Brahtenal.  About  50  attended  the 
function  which  included  golf,  games,  din- 
ner and  dancing.  Among  the  prize  win- 
ners were  Mrs.  Nate  Scott,  wife  of  the 
club’s  president;  Mrs.  Joe  Cosley,  wife  of 
one  of  the  bookers,  and  Mrs.  Rose  of  the 
office  force.  District  Manager  George  Rob- 
erts and  Branch  Manager  I.  J.  Schmertz 
were  voted  the  best  dancers  on  the  floor. 

Officers  of  the  club  are  Nate  Scott,  ad 
sales  manager,  president;  Charles  Rice, 
shipper,  vice-president;  Eddie  Graves, 
cashier,  treasurer;  “Mickey”  Aultschuld, 
secretary. 


Seed  Quits  State 

Pittsburgh — Martin  Seed  has  resigned 
as  manager  of  the  State  Theatre,  Erie, 
Pa.,  and  has  joined  Tri-State  Automatic 
Candy  Corp.,  as  local  and  West  Virginia 
representative.  He  is  the  son  of  Harrj’ 
Seed,  Vitagraph  manager  here.  The  candy 
vending  company  has  offices  in  the  Mc- 
Kenna building,  and  is  directed  by  Irv- 
ing Fried. 


Year  Pact  to  Barnes 

Hollywood — George  Barnes,  20th-Fox 
cameraman,  has  been  held  for  another 
year. 


Already  Booked 

By  WARNERS,  RKO  and  Other 
Circuits 

^TRISON  TRAIN'^ 

A Benj.  Zeidman  "Special" 

With  Fred  Keating,  Linda  Winters  and 
^ a Fine  Cast 

r Big  Feature  Rights 
r Exchanges/  Inc. 

r Cleveland  - Indianapolis  - Cincinnati 
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JACK  FERENTZ  is  reported  “off  his  feed” 

when  he  consumed  four  chickens  and 
two  steaks  at  a recent  feed,  say  his  friends 
. . . Irwin  Follard  is  known  as  a con- 
noisseur of  corn. 

Cy  Hall  of  the  Stage  Door  Bar  donated 
his  blood  for  a transfusion  for  one  of  the 
girls  there  . . . Freddie  Cassin  lunches  at 
the  Hotel  Belmont  now. 

Ralph  Peckham,  GN  manager,  had  a 
visitor  “pull”  a gun  on  him;  turned  out 
to  be  merely  a flashlight  . . . Joseph  Smith 
seen  around  the  front  door  of  the  Film 
Bldg.  . . . Max  Blumenthal  put  on  a spe- 
cial showing  of  “Ballerina”  for  Attorney 
William  Van  Dyke  and  his  wife,  who  is 
an  invalid.  She’s  greatly  interested  in  the 
ballet  and  had  a group  of  friends  attend- 
ing the  special  screening. 

Leon  J.  Bamberger  sends  us  a “mov- 
ing -picture”  in  a box,  as  a real  novelty 
exploitation  for  “In  Name  Only.” 

Lew  Ai’ozian  is  back  from  a vacation  at 
Denver.  His  “twin,”  Max  Bluegrind,  is 
leaving  for  Algonquin  Park,  Ont.  . . . Wil- 
liam L.  Odum,  service  engineer  for  Bren- 
kert,  is  on  a trip  up  the  West  Coast  hand- 
ling installations  of  the  new  projectors. 

Susan  Hayward’s  broadcast  from  Van 
Buren,  Ark.,  for  the  premiere  of  “Our 
Leading  Citizen,”  found  plenty  of  Detroit 
exhibitors  listening  in  after  meeting  her 
in  person  two  weeks  before  . . . Jack  Ben- 
ny was  in  town  overnight,  driving  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  promised  Paramount’s  John 
Howard  to  return  here  in  September. 

Charlie  Perry  was  out  of  town  for  most 
of  the  week  . . . Edward  Jacobson,  man- 
ager of  the  Rainbo,  is  a benedict.  The  wife 
is  Mollie  Kozel,  who  used  to  be  his  secre- 
tary at  the  Capitol  . . . Eddie  is  taking 
his  vacation  in  a couple  of  weeks,  when  his 
boss.  Jack  Broder,  gets  back  from  his  de- 
layed vacation  (he  was  married  the  day 
the  house  opened). 

Saul  Korman,  after  getting  a new  front 
on  his  house,  is  going  to  reseat  it  next  . . . 
Tony  De  Lisle  is  managing  Joe  Ellul’s  Regal 
. . . Victor  Petriks  and  John  Tatu  are  in- 
stalling new  front  and  marquee  on  their 
Casino. 

Bud  Cusick  has  become  a devotee  of 
backyard  fishing,  while  Ed  Burke  and  Gil 
Light  have  voted  to  spend  their  vacations 
right  at  home  . . . Hal  Burriss  weekended 
in  Flint,  says  he  has  no  twin  brother. 

John  Howard,  Paramount  manager; 
Robert  Corbin,  manager  of  the  Michigan; 
W.  W . Whittinghill,  prominent  motion  pic- 
ture authority  with  the  board  of  educa- 
tion and  president  of  the  Greater  Detroit 
M.  P.  comicil;  and  Mrs.  S.  S.  Sutherland, 
film  authority  of  the  Council  of  Churches, 
were  the  judges  who  selected  Helen  Bereda 
to  be  guests  of  Detroit’s  own  Linda  Ware 
on  a Hollywood  trip. 

Joseph  G.  Portel  is  refm’bishing  the  front 
of  his  Greenwood  . . . William  Gehring, 
divisional  manager,  and  William  Clark, 
short  subjects  manager,  were  20th-Fox 
visitors  from  New  York. 


Wisper  and  Wetsman  have  the  first  in- 
stallation of  the  new  Brenkert  projectors 
in  the  home  town  of  Brenkert,  at  the 
Westown  . . . Hilda  Groveling,  of  20th-Fox 
staff,  is  to  be  married  in  September. 

Arthm’  Baer,  who  used  to  run  the  old 
Crystal  here,  has  been  a visitor  from  the 
coast  . . . Jess  Veldman,  20th-Fox  cashier, 
used  to  be  a rabbit  fancier,  and  still  smokes 
big,  black  cigars  . . . Polly  Pollard  um- 
pired when  the  Film  League  won  6-2  over 
General  Tobacco — with  Dave  Kaplan  the 
Hero  of  the  Mound. 

Technician  Studebaker  of  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  likes  his  corn  in  the  ears  . . . 
Pete  Simon  is  taking  his  vacation  at  home, 
fixing  up  the  place  . . . Earl  Hudson  is 
reopening  the  United  Artists  as  the  pre- 
mier suigle  bill  house  of  Detroit  on  August 
24,  with  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  . . . Bud 
Cusick  is  back  from  a northern  Michigan 
vacation;  likewise  Owen  Blough  from 
“Down  East.” 

Chuck  Bernard,  Paramoimt  assistant 
ad  sales  manager,  is  vacationing  in  Mil- 
waukee. sampling  the  famed  local  prod- 
uct. John  W.  Brown  is  pinch-hitting  on 
his  job  as  well  as  his  own  . . . Anne  O’Don- 
nell, Excellent  manager,  has  her  mother 
ill  in  the  hospital. 

Jim  Velde,  Paramount  eity  booker,  re- 
covering from  hives,  has  succumbed  to  hay 
fever  . . . Jean  R.  Cope,  Vitagraph  book- 
ing desk  secretary,  is  to  be  married  in 
September. 

Walter  Corey.  Columbia  booker,  claims  it 
was  sunburin,  followed  by  fever  that  set- 
tled in  his  lips  . . . Frank  Wagner,  of  the 
Wagner  Sign  Co.,  retmmed  from  a fishing 
trip  to  Wisconsin,  without  the  fish. 

William  Potts,  M-G-M  supervisor  of 
checkers,  is  returnmg  from  a five  months’ 

Mutual  Reports  New 
Deals  With  Majors 

Detroit — Signing  of  contracts  for  new 
season  product  has  been  completed  with 
practically  all  companies,  Ray  Moon,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Mutual  Theatres,  book- 
ing cooperative  representing  37  houses,  said 
this  week.  Moon  declined  to  reveal  whether 
film  rentals  showed  a trend  up  or  down 
in  individual  cases,  although  comment- 
ing, as  have  other  exhibitor  representa- 
tives, that  nearly  all  companies  originally 
sought  an  increase. 

Contracts  have  been  signed  by  Mutual 
with  M-G-M,  Warner,  Paramount,  20th- 
Fox,  Columbia,  UA,  and  Monogram.  This 
accounts  for  all  majors  except  Grand  Na- 
tional, RKO,  and  Universal,  with  whom 
contracts  had  not  been  signed  to  date,  al- 
though Moon  indicated  that  pictures 
might  still  be  bought  from  these  com- 
panies. Contracts  do  not  cover  all  houses 
in  the  Mutual  group  in  each  case,  as 
bookings  are  made  according  to  the  needs 
of  each  house. 


special  assignment  at  New  Orleans,  Dallas, 
and  Oklahoma  City,  with  a southern  drawl 
. . . Frank  J.  Downey,  M-G-M  manager, 
in  Chicago  on  a business  tour. 

Gene  Markey,  writer  and  husband  of 
Hedy  LaMarr,  and  Norman  Bell  Geddes, 
scene  designer,  are  among  the  screen  no- 
tables, natives  of  Michigan,  who  are  com- 
ing to  the  State  Fair  here  . . . “Rochester” 
will  be  one  of  the  major  attractions  at  the 
Coliseum. 

Jack  Dickstein,  late  of  the  Gus  Sun  of- 
fice, vacationing  in  Philadelphia. . . . Arthur 
Lee,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
Gaumont-British,  was  in  Detroit,  en  route 
to  Toronto,  and  visited  his  old  crony,  Har- 
lan Starr,  now  of  Monogram. 

Bud  Harris,  chief  UDT  projectionist,  has 
returned  to  work  part  time,  following  his 
two  throat  operations  . . . A1  Martin,  UDT 
auditor,  is  vacationing  up  on  Lake  Huron. 

Jim  Robertson,  Mutual  Theatres  head, 
is  cormnuting  daily — well,  almost  daily — 
from  Leamington,  Ont. — 58  miles  out.  He’s 
been  trying  to  make  a luncheon  date  with 
Partner  Ray  Moon  . . . Don  C.  McHenry’s 
Variety  Enterprises  is  slated  to  reopen  the 
Arc  on  September  8. 

Ray  Moon’s  suit  vs.  Co-Op,  to  settle 
salary  claim  when  they  parted  ways  a year 
ago,  is  expected  to  be  up  in  circuit  court 
about  October  1 . . . Jacob  Boodman  of 
Film  Cleaning  Service  is  on  patrol  duty 
on  the  seventh  floor  . . . Art  Robinson 
shot  a 72  at  Knollwood,  then  he  woke  up 
from  the  dream. 

Harlan  Starr,  Monogram  manager,  man- 
ages to  attend  the  ball  games  right  at  his 
desk,  via  radio  . . . M-G-M’s  Jack  Morgan 
was  really  hustling  this  week. 

Edna  L.  Grace,  secretary  to  Frank  Gene, 
Vitagraph  office  manager,  is  being  married 
today  to  Eric  Higginbottom,  leaving  for  a 
honeymoon  at  the  N.  Y.  Fair  and  at  At- 
lantic Beach,  to  live  on  Covington  Drive 
on  their  return.  Vitagraphers  are  present- 
ing a gift. 

Testimonial  dinner  to  Nat  Levy,  spon- 
sored by  Variety  Club  September  30,  will 
be  at  the  Crystal  Ballroom  of  the  Book- 
Cadillac  Hotel,  Chairman  Eddie  Heiber 
announces  . . . Harry  Nichols,  trade  paper 
representative,  is  leaving  for  the  west,  says 
there’s  nothing  to  those  stories  about  him 
and  George  McArthur  starting  a.  string  of 
theatres. 

Bill  Flemion  reports  Excellent  is  reissu- 
ing “Hell’s  Angels”  . . . Max  Blumenthal, 
projection  room  owner,  says  “the  industry 
needs  bigger  weekends  . . . Phyllis  Mc- 
Cauley of  Excellent  is  vacationing  at  Char- 
levoix . . . W.  R.  Stebbins,  attention — 
the  Film  Building  boys  say  they  want  cold 
water  in  them  there  fountains. 

Al  Bezel  is  back  in  town  . . . Leonard 
Schechter  is  a careful  word-counter  when 
it  comes  to  telegrams  . . . Paramount’s 
booking  desk  is  getting  special  lunch  serv- 
ice from  Sanders,  via  Western  Union. 

Carl  Dorst,  Paramount  shipper,  has  an- 
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nounced  his  engagement  to  Madeline  de 
Rosier  . . . L.  W.  Davee,  Motiograph  east- 
ern division  manager,  in  town  for  a few 
days. 

Elwood  Dwyer,  who  married  Ellen  Studt, 
has  returned  from  his  honeymoon  in  Que- 
bec and  New  England  ...  Mike  Victor  of 
the  Astor  is  going  fishing. 

Ellen  Whitty,  inspectress  at  Paramount, 
was  married  Saturday  to  Arthur  Thoro- 
dood,  and  is  honeymooning  . . . Allan  N. 
Doodman,  formerly  business  agent  for 
the  film  exchange  local  here,  has  returned 
from  a two-year  stay  in  California. 

F.  S.  McKeown,  manager  of  the  Detroit 
branch  of  Ross  Federal  Service,  is  enjoy- 
ing a two  weeks’  vacation,  getting  ac- 
quainted with  his  new  daughter  and  play- 
ing golf  . . . R.  E.  Harvey,  research  man  of 
Ross  Federal  Service,  has  gone  to  his  for- 
mer home  in  Denver  on  his  vacation,  to 
visit  his  father. 

Hal  Robinson  rates  the  best  local  srm 
tan,  from  boating  and  golfing  . . . Lee 
Crowell  is  reading  a trailer  for  a trip  to 
points  unknown. 

BOWLING  NOTES 

Thursday’s  event  at  Maple  Lane  Golf 
Club  was  attended  by  a near-record  crowd 
of  42 — the  League’s  membership  is  only 
48!  ...  Golf,  baseball,  a swell  dinner,  and 
cards  afterward  highlighted  the  all-day 
affair. 

Dave  Kaplan  of  Theatrical  Advertising 
led  his  Tigers  to  beat  Republic’s  Irwin  Pol- 
lard and  his  Midcats,  6-4,  in  the  ball  game 
. . . Polly  himself  was  a casualty — fell,  chas- 
ing a ball,  and  had  to  be  carried  off  the 
field,  but  made  a quick  comeback. 

Sammy  Wilson,  another  Republic  hand, 
was  the  only  other  casualty — got  a shiner 
when  Big  Lou  Metzger  missed  a ball  right 
in  front  of  him  . . . Irving  Belinsky  wasn’t 
up  to  form,  missing  pop  flies  . . . Jack  Saxe 
of  Monogram  umpired  . . . UA’s  Syd  Bow- 
man was  in  hot  water  with  the  ump 

Moe  Dudelson,  four  years  out  of  the 
game,  can’t  master  that  ball  yet  . . . Cliff 
White,  owner  of  the  Beechwood,  said  he 
hadn’t  touched  a ball  in  ten  years;  he  still 
hasn’t  . . . Wade  Allen,  of  the  Fine  Arts, 
was  waiting  for  ’em  at  first. 

Charles  Simms  of  the  Granada  was  one 
of  the  best  of  the  ball  players  . . . John 
Powers,  UA  auditor,  was  in  top  form — 
he  used  to  be  a pro  ball  player  . . . Art 
Koskie,  Butterfield  booker,  was  the  ace 
fielder. 

Thirty-one  of  the  boys  played  golf  . . . 
Censor  Charlie  Snyder  played  golf  with  a 
baseball  bat,  the  kibitzer  . . . Ambrose  Fitz- 
gerald of  M-G-M  got  hit  by  a Charley 
horse. 

Bill  Plemion  of  Excellent  Pictures  was 
maitre  de  hotel  for  the  dinner  . . . The 
Famous  Pitch  Pour  were  riding  again  all 
evening — that’s  Ed  Kirchner  of  the  Fam- 
ily, Dave  Newman  of  the  Pasadena,  Milt 
Cohen  of  Columbia,  and  Bill  Hurlbut  of 
Monogram. 

Jim  Olsen  of  Clare  was  one  of  the  out- 
of-town  guests  . . . Sam  Brown’s  Art  Center 
(Continued  on  Next  Page) 


Extend  ITO  of  W.  Va. 
Clarksburg  Meeting 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Danny  Davis,  chair- 
man of  the  convention  committee  for  the 
ITO  of  W.  Va.,  scheduled  for  Tuesday, 
September  26,  at  the  Waldo  Hotel  here, 
now  states  that  “the  affair  will  last  sev- 
eral days.” 

Important  business  session  and  banquet 
date  remain  the  same.  Several  hundred 
exhibitors  and  friends  are  exptcted  to  at- 
tend. 

A program  is  being  prepared  for  the 
year-old  association  and  display  space  will 
be  offered  on  the  mezzanine  floor. 

Election  of  officers  will  be  one  of  the 
features  of  the  business  session  of  the  new 
Allied  unit.  A movie  ball  will  be  staged 
following  the  banquet. 

Wives  of  exhibitors  and  guests  are  espec- 
ially invited  to  attend  the  convention,  the 
invitations  having  been  extended  by  R.  J. 
“Riney”  Hiehle,  president;  Richard  D. 
Marks,  vice-president;  Garland  West, 
treasurer,  and  Davis. 


Widow  of  Ed  Harvey  Files 
Suit  Against  Trust  Co. 

Beaver,  Pa. — Mrs.  Crystal  Coleman  Har- 
vey, widow  of  Ed  Harvey,  Aliquippa  thea- 
treman,  who  died  May  4,  has  named  the 
Woodlawn  Trust  Co.,  of  Aliquippa,  as  de- 
fendant in  an  unusual  suit  in  which  she 
claims  her  husband  was  hounded  to 
death.  The  widow  asks  $100,000  damages 
against  the  Aliquippa  bank  which  she  con- 
tends hounded  her  husband  about  a debt 
not  rightfully  owed  by  him  until  he  suf- 
fered a “mental  and  physical  breakdown” 
leading  to  his  death. 

The  former  theatreman  owned  consider- 
able real  estate  and  left  an  estate  esti- 
mated at  $300,000.  Mrs.  Harvey’s  suit, 
filed  this  week,  set  forth  that  the  trouble 
started  in  1930  when  her  husband  leased 
a theatre  in  Aliquippa  to  Anthony  P.  Jim 
and  signed  his  note  for  $10,500. 

Shea  Shifts  Snyder  to 
Lyric  at  Lancaster 

Dover,  Ohio — Harold  E.  Snyder,  mana- 
ger of  the  Bexley  Theatre  here  for  the 
past  year,  has  been  promoted  to  manager 
of  the  Lyric  in  Lancaster,  Ohio.  Both 
houses  are  owned  by  the  Shea  Theatre 
Corp.  Prior  to  becoming  manager  of  the 
Bexley  Theatre,  Snyder  was  at  the  Union 
Theatre  in  nearby  New  Philadelphia,  also 
a Shea  house  for  14  years.  Paul  C.  Wel- 
tin,  assistant  manager  at  the  Union  be- 
comes manager  of  the  Bexley.  No  assist- 
ant has  been  named  for  the  Union. 


Design  New  Center 

Pittsburgh — Whitehall  Amusement  and 
Shopping  Center  on  Brownsville  Road, 
Brentwood,  announced  recently,  is  being 
designed  by  Victor  A.  Rigaumont,  theatre 
architect.  The  project  will  be  owned  by 
John  P.  Moss,  owner  of  the  Melrose  Tliea- 
tre,  Garrick. 


CCHILIUPIBU^ 

JOHN  PEKRAS  bought  the  .Ritz  Theatre 

at  receiver’s  sale  for  $40,000.  His  son, 
Ted,  had  operated  the  house  for  many 
years.  Since  last  November  George  Pekras, 
brother  of  John,  has  been  rimning  the 
theatre  for  C.  G.  Lane,  receiver. 

There  will  be  a Bill  Pullin  in  the  Variety 
Club  for  years  to  come.  On  August  9 Bill 
Pullin  jr.  became  the  proud  papa  of  Bill 
the  3rd.  Bill  sr.  is  chief  barker  of  Tent 
Two. 

State  Representative  W.  B.  Bixler,  au- 
thor of  the  bill  to  abolish  censorship  on 
newsreels  last  session,  is  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  mayor  of  Akron  . . . Rudy 
Knoepfle  of  Republic,  formerly  in  this  ter- 
ritory, has  been  elected  prexy  of  the  Cincy 
film  salesmen’s  club. 

Ernie  Orsatti,  new  Red  Bird  outfielder- 
first  baseman,  is  a member  of  the  Holly- 
wood family  of  theatrical  and  literary 
agents  . . . Eleanor  Lewis  Packer,  motion 
picture  writer  and  press  agent,  is  visiting 
her  family  here. 

The  Oakland  Theatre  in  Marion  is  the 
latest  addition  to  the  Bowman  Theatres, 
Inc.,  circuit.  H.  C.  Patterson  of  Blan- 
chester,  head  of  the  chain,  bought  the 
house  from  L.  J.  Plautt  of  this  city.  Re- 
opening following  extensive  alterations  is 
set  for  September  1. 

Congratulations  to  UA  Salesman  Jim 
Hendel.  He  won  $500  first  money  in  the 
UA  sales  contest,  topping  all  salesmen  in 
the  eastern  division.  Although  Jim  has 
been  in  this  territory  only  a few  weeks 
he  already  has  made  a name  for  himself — 
a swell  guy  and  a tough  salesman. 

Norm  Goodall,  owner  of  the  Opera  House 
in  Versailles,  is  on  the  sick  list  . . . What’s 
this  about  Harry  Young,  Universal  sales- 
man, going  on  a lemon  juice  diet  to  re- 
duce? Must  be  that  Charlie,  the  V.  C. 
steward,  sold  him  on  the  idea.  The  Variety 
Club,  incidentally,  collected  $42.33  from 
the  state  as  result  of  saving  sales  tax  re- 
ceipts. 

Johnny  Barcroft,  RKO  praise  agent, 
sails  Friday  from  New  York  on  the  S.S. 
Roma  for  a 12-day  cruise  in  the  Caribbean. 
Ken  and  Orlie  Rader  will  accompany  him 
. . . The  Little  Theatre,  Yellow  Springs, 
is  having  its  face  lifted. 

Pox  Salesman  Jack  Needham  reports  one 
for  “the  book.”  A year  ago  Louis  Partlow 
angeled  Ray  and  Bill  Walker  in  the  Rose- 
ville Theatre.  On  Monday  last  he  replaced 
them  with  a new  manager,  Bruce  Simkle. 
Ray  Walker  claimed  Partlow  owed  him 
money,  so  in  sympathy  some  200  people  of 
the  town  picketed  the  house!  For  four 
days  the  picket  line  was  100  per  cent  ef- 
fective, but  on  Friday  the  difficulties  were 
ironed  out  and  the  house  finally  was 
opened  for  normal  business. 


T.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 

White  and  Silver  Screens 
Guaranteed  Workmanship — Reasonable  Prices 
Satisfied  Customers  for  Twelve  Tears 

604  WARD  AVE.,  GIRARD,  OHIO 

Phone:  Girard,  Ohio,  361-J 
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Flint  Dixie  Operator  Is 
Found  Dead  in  Booth 

Detroit — The  show  was  late  going  on 
Thursday  at  Richard  Ingram’s  Dixie  The- 
atre at  Flint.  The  audience  whistled  for 
the  show  to  start  for  half  an  hour,  until 
Mrs.  Alice  Ingram  went  up  to  the  pro- 
jection booth. 

She  found  Dorus  Forshee,  34,  the  opera- 
tor, dead  in  the  booth,  his  body  hanging 
by  the  neck  from  a waterpipe.  He  had 
written  out  a sketch  of  his  life,  and  a 
note  asking  to  be  bm-ied  with  an  lATSE 
pin  and  a paid-up  dues  card  in  his  pocket. 


Screening  of  "Mr.  Smith" 
Planned  at  ITO  Meet 

Pittsburgh — Art  Levy,  Columbia  man- 
ager, hopes  to  have  a print  of  Frank 
Capra’s  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington’’ 
available  for  special  screening  in  coimec- 
tion  with  the  annual  convention  of  the 
ITO  of  W.  Va.,  scheduled  for  the  Waldo 
Hotel,  Clarksburg,  Tuesday,  September  26. 

Last  year  Levy  screened  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You”  at  the  West  Virginia 
exhibitors’  convention  and  it  proved  a 
great  hit. 


Gets  Hofiberg  Rights 

Cleveland — Harry  Lande,  head  of  Inde- 
pendent Film  Service,  has  acquired  the 
franchise  for  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  the 
J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.  product.  Included  are 
“Rangle  River,”  “Timberland  Terror,” 
“School  for  Husbands”  and  six  other  fea- 
tures. 


Gibbons  Resigns 

Beaver  Dam,  Ky. — Harold  Gibbons,  re- 
cently named  manager  of  the  Majestic 
here,  has  resigned.  It  is  understood  he  may 
re-enter  the  field  in  this  area  with  a 
house  of  his  own. 


Guess  Card  on  Opening 


Pittsburgh — This  may  not  be  entirely 
new — but  we  think  it’s  cute.  And  good 
business ! 

R.  Allison,  Rivoli  circuit  exhibitor,  plans 
a new  theatre  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  and  to  start 
tongues  wagging  he  issued  the  following 
card  in  post  card  size; 

‘‘You  Guess.  Series  One. 

■‘Something’  has  happened  at  Logan  Blvd.  and 
Burgoon  Road. 

“AVhat  Is  It  to  Be? 

“Your  guess  is  as  god  as  anybody's.  Just  check 
what  you  think. 

A Garage  ( ) A Lunch  Stand  . . . . ( ) 

A Super  Market ( ) A Beautiful  Neigh- 

borhood Theatre  . . ( ) 
A Filling  Station...  ( ) A Department  Store.  ( ) 

A Drug  Store ( ) A Fish  Market ( ) 

“Sign  your  name  and  address.  Drop  in  the 
Guess  Box  at  Seward  Drug  Store.  If  you  guess 
correct,  you  will  be  rewarded.” 

A heckler  (yes,  a film  man)  forwarded 
a guess  card  this  week  with  two  checks 
(or  guesses).  First  mark  indicated  “A 
Beautiful  Neighborhood  Theatre”  and  the 
second  check  was  followed  by  the  remark 
“a  year  later”  and  indicated  “A  Fish 
Market!” 


ID)  IIE  T IR  CO  III  T 

• Continued  from  preceding  page) 
Alleys  will  be  the  scene  of  the  League’s 
forays  this  whiter.  Season  will  start  Friday, 
September  29,  at  8:45. 

WOLVERINE  DOINGS 

Monroe  exhibitors  have  a tieup  with 
the  local  police  department,  giving  away 
four  pairs  of  tickets  each  week  to  “courte- 
ous” auto  drivers  . . . Ashman  Brothers 
held  the  opening  for  their  new  strand  at 
Caro  on  Wednesday. 


Harry  Luxford  is  reported  running  the 
Shelby  (formerly  the  Gem)  at  Shelby,  tak- 
en over  from  Mrs.  Hazel  Myers  . . . Walter 
Semeyn  was  a visitor  from  Grand  Rapids. 


Mike  Chargot,  the  Port  Hm’on  exhibitor 
from  Detroit,  seen  lunching  with  Art  Rob- 
inson. 


An  anonymous  upstater  came  in  to  get 
that  M-G-M  picture  about  Mickey  Rooney 
in  Detroit,  “The  Artist’s  Right  Eye.”  He 
was  finally  satisfied  with  “The  Hardys 
Ride  High.” 


Willard  Johnson  has  signed  up  for  his 
new  Flint  Theatre,  at  Flint,  to  join  Mu- 
tual Theatres  . . . Pearl  M.  Sprott,  Allied 
convention  manager,  is  going  up  to  Kala- 
mazoo to  plan  for  the  October  convention 
there.  Pete  C.  Schram  is  “on  the  spot”  as 
chairman  of  arrangements. 


John  Vlachos  is  opening  his  Flatroc  at 
Flat  Rock,  September  15  . . . Jack  Thomp- 
son, Paramount  salesman,  is  losing  his 
sales  resistance  to  Jim  Olsen’s  invites  to 
a ride  in  his  new  ’plane.  Observers  say 
Jim  is  an  O.  K.  pilot. 


Walter  Kelly  of  the  Strand,  Rogers  City, 
was  in  town  on  his  semi-annual  visit  . . . 
William  Currott  is  putting  a new  front  on 
the  old  Kingston  at  Cheboygan. 


Ashman  Brothers  were  host  to  a gang 
of  trade  members  at  the  opening  of  their 
new  Strand  at  Caro,  with  a big  party 
afterwards  at  the  Hotel  Montague.  Among 
those  present  were:  Ed  Weingarden,  UA; 
William  Schulte,  circuit  owner;  Freddie 
Bonnem,  RKO;  W.  J.  Turnbull,  National 
Theatre  Supply;  Sam  Gilbert,  Vitagraph; 
Ray  Carroll,  20th-Fox;  Col.  Mac  McCoy, 
Columbia,  and  Bert  Tighe,  Universal. 


Openings  slated  for  this  week  include: 
F.  H.  Guy’s  Bliss  at  Blissfield;  Cass 
Beechler’s  “B”  at  Charlotte,  and  Willard 
Johnson’s  Flint  at  Flint — all  new  houses 
. . . George  Wilbur,  now  managing  the 
Rialto  at  Wyandotte,  will  return  to  his  old 
stand  at  the  Majestic  for  Associated  as 
remodeling  is  completed. 


The  two  Frank  Brothers,  “N.  E.”  from 
Wayland  and  “M”  from  Cedar  Springs, 
were  visitors  Monday  at  M-G-M  . . . Jim 
H.  Menthner  has  dropped  plans  for  the 
new  Gem  at  Beaverton,  as  the  lot  was 
found  unsuitable. 


Col.  Mac  McCoy,  Columbia  salesman, 
returned  with  two  trophies  from  Saginaw 
for  the  Variety  Golf  Tourney — from  Muel- 
ler Bros,  and  the  Bancroft  Hotel. 


"Assassin  of  Youth"  to 
Open  Barry  Theatre 

Pittsburgh — The  Barry  Theatre  will 
reopen  August  23  with  “Assassin  of  Youth,” 
which  deals  with  the  habit-forming  drug. 
Marihuana.  The  picture  has  closed  a 
successful  engagement  at  Bradford  and  a 
holdover  engagement  at  Sharon  and  is 
now  being  booked  throughout  the  terri- 
tory by  Monogram  Pictures,  distributor. 

Last  week  “Assassin  of  Youth”  received 
the  endorsement  of  John  J.  Shaw,  M.  D., 
secretary  of  health.  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mark  Goldman,  Monogram 
manager,  has  other  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion. Among  accessories  available  are 
special  printed  safety  book  matches,  de- 
scribed as  “the  fire  in  a showman’s  cam- 
paign.” 


Big  Feature  Rights  Maps 
Five-a-Month  Schedule 

Cleveland — A release  schedule  of  five 
features  per  month  will  be  maintained 
by  Big  Feature  Rights  Exchanges  here  and 
in  Cincinnati,  Indianapolis  and  Louisville, 
according  to  S.  A.  Gerson,  local  manager, 
on  authority  of  Lee  Goldberg,  head  of  the 
independent  setup. 

“Torture  Ship,”  first  in  a series  of  four 
Jack  London  stories,  is  set  for  October  1 
release,  to  be  followed  by  “Hitler,  the  Beast 
of  Berlin.”  Another  October  release  is  “A 
Sagebrush  Family  Ti’ails  West,”  initialer  in 
a series  of  pictures  depicting  the  events  in 
the  life  of  a family  of  westerners. 


A Filmrow  Orchestra 

Pittsburgh — Pittsburgh  Filmrow  Sym- 
phony Orchestra  is  being  organized  here 
under  the  direction  of  Jack  Judd,  NSS 
manager.  Five  members  are  enrolled  and 
others  are  being  interviewed  for  initial 
practice  session  at  an  early  date.  Music- 
makers  will  make  their  debut  at  the  an- 
nual Film  Frolic  in  Altoona  next  spring. 


Sigmund  Solomon  Dies 

Youngstown,  Ohio — Sigmund  Solomon, 
50,  former  manager  of  the  State  and  Para- 
mount theatres  here,  when  the  houses  were 
jointly  leased  by  the  Paramount-Publix 
chain,  died  August  7 at  his  home  in  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  after  a lingering  illness. 


Remodel  in  Follansbee 

Pittsburgh — Strand  Theatre,  Follansbee, 
W.  Va.,  has  been  extensively  remodeled 
and  modernized  by  Joe  Huszar  and  Glen 
Floyd. 


Rian  James  to  Roach 

Hollywood — Rian  James  has  signed  a 
writing  contract  with  Hal  Roach.  He  will 
adapt  an  imannounced  Thorne  Smith 
novel. 


Doing  Original  for  Brown 

Hollywood — Ramon  Romero  has  joined 
the  20th-Fox  writing  staff  to  develop  an 
original  for  Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown. 
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jyjIKE  MARKS  and  Speer  Marousis  are 
attending  a convention  of  the  AHEPA 
in  Long  Island;  they  expect  to  take  in  the 
Fair  and  may  get  over  to  Atlantic  City 
. . . Sympathy  to  Walter  E.  Dyck  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  who  lost  his 
mother  last  Thursday  . . . Joe  Ornstein  of 
20th-Fox  was  back  on  the  job  this  week 
after  a vacation  in  New  York.  He  stopped 
at  Rockefeller  Plaza  and  said  hello  to  our 
Red  Kann  . . . R.  E.  Eller,  M-G-M  audi- 
tor, returned  to  the  home  office  after  do- 
ing his  stuff  here  . . . Vacationing  this 
week  are  Julie  Apel  of  NTS;  Meercy 
Braff,  M-G-M;  Matthew  Ray,  Paramount; 
Frank  Marino  and  Josephine  Baklarz,  Uni- 
versal. 

Boh  Higgins,  manager  of  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Charleroi,  Pa.,  accepted  congratu- 
lations when  he  appeared  on  Filmrow  this 
week.  He’s  a benedict.  Boh  states  that 
he  and  his  bride  will  take  an  apartment 
over  his  lunch  room  on  the  main  stem. 

Chalk  up  another  Ford.  Sold  to  Vince 
Josack,  Superior  M.  P.  Supply  Co.  sales- 
man . . . Frank  Panoplos  and  Mike  Thomas, 
Clairton  exhibitors,  expect  to  attend  the 
New  Jersey  Allied  convention,  in  Atlantic 
City,  September  6-8  ..  . Lee  Conrad,  Wil- 
mer  & Vincent  manager  at  the  Embassy, 
Johnstown,  was  in  parading  around  Film- 
row.  Last  time  he  was  here  he  was  march- 
ing with  Lion  friends  in  the  Lions  Inter- 
national convention  parade  . . . Comman- 
der Harry  M.  Kalmine  and  Adjutant  C.  C. 
Kellenberg  of  the  Variety  Club  Post  No. 
589,  American  Legion,  are  co-hosts  to 
members  of  the  post.  Barkers  and  friends 
at  a special  Americanism  Day  program  at 
Camp  O’Connell,  Simday,  August  20. 

The  Ollie  Kihchels  have  returned  from 
a vacation  spent  in  Atlantic  City  . . . The 
Sam  Finebergs  vacationed  there,  too  . . . 
Dr.  C.  E.  Herman,  Carnegie  exhibitor,  is 
modernizing  his  bowling  alleys  . . . Lew 
Lefton  is  expected  back  on  the  job  next 
week. 

Harry  LaVine,  Republic  district  man- 
ager, has  been  greeting  a flock  of  ex- 
hibitors here  on  recent  visits  . . . Jim 
Notopoulos,  son  of  the  Altoona  showman, 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness this  summer,  is  preparing  to  return 
to  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  where 
he  is  a professor  . . . Miss  Mathilda  Kiel 
of  the  MPTO  office  vacationed  in  Ohio 
this  week  . . . John  H.  Harris,  owner  of  the 
local  hockey  team,  has  re-signed  Larry 
Aurie  as  coach.  It’s  a three-year  deal 

UA’s  “Four  Feathers”  was  advertised 
with  unusual  punch  in  a two-color  half- 
page  newspaper  display  in  the  Post- 
Gazette,  this  being  the  first  two-color 
theatre  ad  here  in  many  years  . . . Hold- 
over of  “Each  Dawn  I Die”  at  the  Stanley 
was  unusual.  The  Warner  took  the  Penn’s 
holdover,  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 
With  several  theatres  closed  and  with  so 
many  summer  holdovers  and  practically  no 
outlet  for  the  “B”  and  “B-”  product,  the 
subsequent-run  houses  are  being  caught 
short  on  product. 

Ira  H.  Cohn,  Variety  Club’s  chief  bar- 


ker, in  conducting  a special  campaign  in 
connection  with  the  club’s  co-sponsorship 
of  the  boys  camp  at  Camp  O’Connell  says; 
“This  is  one  time  when  silent  or  moral 
support  will  be  of  no  help.”  He  urges  all 
barkers  to  support  the  drive  and  hopes 
that  the  club  will  find  many  friends  who 
wish  to  help  the  underprivileged  children 
. . . City  council  has  given  Mayor  Scully’s 
legislation  increasing  the  annual  license 
fee  on  pinball  machines  from  $1  to  $25  a 
royal  run-around  . . . A.  N.  Notopoulos  is 
taking  the  baths  at  Mt.  Clements. 

George  C.  Davis,  the  circuit  operator, 
was  a Filmrow  shopper  the  other  day  be- 
fore departing  for  a vacation  in  the  east, 
which  will  include  Atlantic  City  . . . Ber- 
nard Buchheit,  district  manager  for  the 
Manos  theatres,  spent  the  weekend  at 
Williamsport  . . . Bill  Satori,  Universal 
salesman,  vacationed  in  New  York  for  four 
days  . . . Stella  Nevins  of  Monarch  ex- 
change is  at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital 
where  she  will  depart  with  her  appendix 
. . . Marcella  Boden  of  Superior  M.  P.  Sup- 
ply Co.,  is  taking  in  the  World’s  Fair. 

Joe  Gins  is  driving  a new  Buick  . . . 
“Bud”  Farrell,  former  M-G-M  employe 
here,  and  at  the  Indianapolis  branch  for 
two  years,  was  a visitor  this  week  . . . The 
Guy  V.  Idas  are  seeing  the  Fair  . . . Harry 
Harris  took  in  the  Conn-Dorazio  fight  in 
Philly  and  then  vacationed  in  Atlantic 
City.  Howard  Adelsberger  is  managing 
the  Senator  in  his  absence  . . . Sam  Kap- 
lan was  in  from  New  York  to  visit  with 
Art  Morrone.  Other  visitors  included 
Lawrence  W.  Davee  of  Motiograph,  E.  C. 
Cahill  of  RCA  Photophone  and  Mr.  Pal- 
verman  of  Wenzel  Manufacturing  Co., 
who  demonstrated  a new  head. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bart  Dattola  and  daugh- 
ter Laura  will  vacation  in  Atlantic  City 
and  New  York  . . . Mike  Winograd  is  tak- 
ing in  these  summer  spots  right  now  . . . 
W.  H.  Bicket,  Alexander  Film  represen- 


Columbus  Combine 
Setup  Dissolved 

Columbus — The  Columbus  co-operative 
booking  agency  called  Theatre  Service,  Inc., 
which  was  formed  early  in  the  summer 
with  Virgil  A.  Jackson  as  president,  is  no 
more. 

Jackson  has  notified  the  exchanges  in 
this  territory  that  henceforth  the  theatres 
booked  by  his  company  will  be  handled 
by  the  individual  owners.  The  breaking 
up  of  the  Chesborough  circuit,  with  major 
interests  in  the  circuit  going  to  Mrs.  Ches- 
borough who  is  said  not  to  have  favored 
Theatre  Service,  Inc.,  is  reported  as  the 
direct  reason  for  its  dissolution. 

'This  leaves  Milton  A.  Mooney’s  Coopera- 
tive Theatres  of  Ohio,  with  offices  in  Cleve- 
land and  Cincinnati,  as  the  only  theatre 
booking  agency  in  the  state. 


New  Censor  Member 

Harrisburg — Gov.  Arthur  H.  James  has 
appointed  Mrs.  Beatrice  Miller  as  assist- 
ant state  censor. 


"U"  Signs  Moppet 

Hollywood — Rita  Quigley,  moppet  act- 
ress, has  been  signed  to  a term  pact  by 
Universal. 


Gets  One-Picture  Deal 

Hollywood — Harold  Young  has  been 
signed  to  a one-picture  deal  by  Republic 
to  direct  “Headline  News.” 


tative  here  for  six  years,  joins  the  Box- 
office  boosters  . . . Harry  Feinstein  and 
Larry  Katz  celebrate  birthdays  August  22 
and  23,  respectively  . . . Allegheny  county 
commissioners  have  hired  performer  em- 
ployes of  the  National  Theatrical  Ex- 
change of  Pittsburgh,  members  of  AFA, 
for  the  amusement  of  visitors  to  the  sev- 
enth free  County  Fair  in  South  Park  from 
August  29  through  September  4. 


^La.  ^ni^Ldnca.  io 
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^DETROIT 


Hotels  oF  character  and  comFort 
with  a most  unusual  downtown 
location;  risht  in  the  heart  oF  the  business, 
shopping  and  theatre  district,  yet  with 
beautiFul  parhways  on  two  sides  which 
makes  For  coolness  and  quietude.  Parking 
and  garage  adjacent. 

(?om^ottaOle  j^tom  iJl50 

SPECIAL  SUITES  FOR  FAMILIES 

mEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  RATES 
OFFICIAL 


HOTEL 


MADISON>>4ENOX 


VERNON  W.  McCOy 
Gen.  Mgr. 


MADISON  AVE.  AT  GRAND  CIRCUS  PARK 


BEST  HOTEL  LOCATION 
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NAT  HOLT,  RKO  Great  Lakes  Theatre 
division  manager,  and  Mrs.  Holt  were 
in  Atlantic  City  for  a week,  following 
which  they  went  to  New  York  where  Holt 
conferred  with  RKO  officials  as  to  policy 
for  the  RKO  Palace  here. 

S.  P.  Gorrel,  Republic  branch,  manager, 
is  seeing  Ohio  and  calling  on  the  exhibi- 
tors in  the  territory  . . . Bernard  Rubin 
of  Big  Feature  Rights  Exchanges,  Inc.,  an- 
nounces that  "Tumbleweeds”  is  booked 
solid  in  this  territory  to  the  middle  of 
October. 


Stirrat  Theatre  Reopened 

Pittsburgh — Stirrat  Theatre,  Stirrat, 
W.  Va.,  has  been  reopened  by  Faulkner 
and  Runyon. 


Passes  Up  Glory 


Pittsburgh — Here’s  a showman  who 
doesn’t  take  all  the  advantages  offered. 

Boys  and  girls  who  run  “Hill  City,”  or- 
ganization of  Negro  youths  in  the  Hill  dis- 
trict, were  honor  guests  the  other  day  at 
the  James  Weldon  Johnson  Camp.  Rac- 
coon Creek,  the  Pittsburgh  district’s  first 
summer  camp  for  Negro  children. 

Originally  it  had  been  planned  to  have 
the  celebration  in  honor  of  Harry  Hendel, 
operator  of  the  New  Granada  Theatre  on 
the  Hill,  who  is  one  of  the  largest  con- 
tributors to  “Hill  City,”  but  at  his  request 
the  event  was  held  in  honor  of  the  chil- 
dren. 


Urge  Cooperation  in 
Charity  Drive 

Pittsburgh — Members  of  the  industry 
are  urged  by  Variety  Club  barkers  to 
assist  in  the  campaign  to  aid  under- 
privileged children  in  the  current  club 
campaign.  Ira  H.  Cohn  is  pushing  the 
drive  on  behalf  of  the  Variety  Club 
which  is  co-sponsoring  Camp  O'Con- 
nell, established  for  the  poor  children 
of  the  city. 


Carries  On  for  Father 

Akron — Paul  Dietjen,  only  son  of  John 
G.  Dietjen  who  died  suddenly  last  week 
of  complications  which  set  in  after  an 
appendectomy,  will  carry  on  operation  and 
management  of  the  Royal  Theatre  here. 


Signs  Alexander  Pact 

Colorado  Springs — A new  three-year 
contract  covering  87  theatres  has  been 
signed  by  the  Butterfield  circuit  with 
Alexander  Film  Co.,  according  to  the  studio 
here. 


Writer  Joins  Bren  Unit 

Hollywood — Corey  Ford  has  been  added 
to  the  writing  staff  in  the  Milton  Bren 
production  unit  at  Metro. 


Adapts  "Hello,  Stranger" 

Hollywood — Eve  Greene  Avill  script 
“Hello,  Stranger”  for  Producer  Milton 
Schwarzwald  at  Universal. 


ILOIUI^VMILILIE 

J^OEW’S  came  out  in  the  local  news- 
papers with  a color  ad  on  “Four  Feath- 
ers.” It  was  one  of  the  most  striking  thea- 
tre ads  seen  here  . . . The  Falls  City  Equip- 
ment house  installed  new  soimd  heads, 
amplifier  and  speaker  in  the  Ritz  Theatre 
at  Livingston,  Tenn.,  operated  by  Mike 
Brown  . . . Cliff  Buechel,  manager  of  the 
Mary  Anderson,  and  Ray  Mattingly,  mem- 
ber of  the  office  staff  at  the  Falls  City 
Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  were  vacationing. 

The  new  Swan  Theatre  at  Brownsville, 
Ky.,  was  opened  recently  by  M.  H.  Sparks 
and  Ray  Coleman,  who  also  own  and  oper- 
ate the  Swaji  at  Edmonton,  Ky  . . . Has- 
kell Nivins  of  the  Ritz  at  Burkesville,  Ky., 
was  in  the  city  the  other  day. 

The  Strand  at  Paoli,  Ind.,  owned  by  the 
Luckett  interests,  has,  among  other  new 
things,  new  stage  controls  and  curtains. 

. . . Harold  Marshall,  of  the  Indianapolis 
office  of  Loew’s,  was  on  the  local  scene  re- 
cently. 

Joseph  W.  Goldberg  of  Big  Feature 
Rights,  is  in  the  main  office  at  Cincinnati 
for  a brief  stay  . . . Every  six  weeks  or  so, 
Jesse  L.  Lausman  gives  a matinee  party  at 
his  Hill  Top  Theatre  in  Louisville  for  the 
children  of  two  Louisville  orphanages. 

The  Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 
has  resumed  publication  of  its  Falls  City 
Theatre  Equipment  News,  a monthly 
newspaper  going  to  some  2,000  churches, 
schools,  theatres.  W.  M.  Quinn,  co-owner 
of  the  company,  is  editor. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Kent  Deposition  in  M&R  Suit 
Depicts  Exhibitor  as  Agent 


No  Liberalization  of 
Sunday  Restraints 

Boston — Continued  stringent  restraint  of 
Sunday  shows  in  Massachusetts  still  pre- 
vails, following  the  legislature’s  adjourn- 
ment. The  restraint  is  exercised  by  the 
one-day-a  week  censorship  and  by  restrict- 
ed hours. 

A possible  circumvention  of  the  curb  on 
Sunday  shows  was  shown  by  the  state  leg- 
islature itself,  which,  in  order  to  com- 
plete what  turned  out  to  be  a record 
session,  got  around  the  blue  law  banning 
Sunday  sessions  by  setting  back  the  clock. 

In  the  sense  that  it  created  no  adverse 
legislation  to  plague  the  industry,  the 
January  to  August  session  was  a success- 
ful one.  Bills  aimed  at  the  film  industry 
but  which  failed  to  be  enacted  included 
a tax  on  admissions,  two  direct  and  one 
indirect  censorship  bill,  a joker  seeking  to 
compel  the  use  of  real  names  by  stage  and 
screen  performers,  a levy  of  labor  and 
various  so-called  safety  measures. 


Motorcade  to  World's  Fair 
Will  Bally  Loew  Shows 

Boston — Free-wheeling  publicity  heads 
from  Boston  to  the  World’s  Pair  with  ten 
college  girls  driving  ten  Crosley  cars  to 
exploit  Loew’s  new-season  cavalcade  of 
hits.  The  motorized  press  agentry  was  con- 
ceived by  H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  north- 
eastern divisional  manager,  and  Harry 
Shaw,  Loew’s  Poli  executive. 

The  tour  is  scheduled  to  proceed  through 
Worcester,  Springfield,  Providence,  Hart- 
ford, Bridgeport,  Waterbury,  Meriden,  and 
New  Haven,  culminating  at  Grover  Wha- 
len’s World’s  Pair.  Parades  and  other 
ballyhoo  are  being  readied  along  the  route. 
One  stunt  will  be  the  selections  of  local 
doubles  of  M-G-M  stars,  each  of  which 
will  join  the  gasoline  caravan.  A “Myrna 
Loy,j’  for  instance,  will  stow  her  baggage 
aboard  at  Boston,  while  a “Judy  Garland’’ 
will  journey  south  from  Providence. 


Alliance  Films  Franchise 
Obtained  by  Ben  Rogers 

Boston — Ben  Rogers,  head  of  Popular 
Pictures  here,  has  secured  the  New  Eng- 
land franchise  for  Alliance  Films  program 
of  12  features  for  1939-40. 

The  first  release,  made  August  15,  is 
“Dead  Men  Tell  No  Tales.’’  Announcement 
of  the  franchise  issuance  was  made  by 
Budd  Rogers,  vice-president  of  Alliance 
Films. 

Lockwood,  Gordon  Take 
Over  Uxbridge  Bijou 

Boston — Arthur  Lockwood  and  Louis 
Gordon,  circuit  owners,  have  taken  over 
the  Bijou  in  Uxbridge.  The  transaction 
culminates  the  sale  of  the  theatre  by  Mrs. 
Rose  Coriarty  who  had  previously  failed  to 
conclude  a number  of  proposed  transac- 
tions since  taking  over  the  Bijou  opera- 
tion following  the  death  of  her  husband. 


Boston — “Our  contract  with  the  custo- 
mer,” Sidney  R.  Kent  said  in  expressing 
his  views  on  block  booking,  “is  like  the 
man  who  takes  an  agency  for  Hart,  Schaff- 
ner  & Marx,  or  General  Motors,  or  Ford 
runabouts:  in  which  he  gets  merchandise 
of  various  styles  and  grades  but  handles 
the  whole  line.  This  is  as  near  a com- 
parison to  our  line  as  is  possible,  where 
we  deliver  50  or  60  motion  pictures  of 
various  types,  and  grades,  and  classes,  and 
styles.” 

The  president  of  20th-Fox  Film  Corp. 
and  former  vice-president  of  Paramount 
Publix  Corp.  took  his  stand  in  a deposi- 

Hearing  Is  Accorded 
Geo.  Solomon  Suit 

Boston  — The  George  Solomon  case 
against  Daniel  Grishaver,  Selman  Yonkers, 
Jacob  Yonkers,  and  Benjamin  Rudnick 
was  heard  last  week  in  Suffolk  superior 
court.  George  S.  Ryan  represented  Solo- 
mon, veteran  Charlestown  exhibitor,  who 
charged  fraud  and  alleged  that  a con- 
spiracy has  been  in  existence  to  oust  him 
from  a theatre  operating  concern  he,  as 
part  owner,  helped  to  build. 

A primary  point  in  the  litigation  was 
decided  in  Solomon’s  favor  soon  after 
Ryan  filed  the  case  in  February.  The  de- 
fendants, at  that  time,  told  the  court  that 
the  L.  & L.  Enterprises,  Inc.,  had  leased 
the  Thompson  Square  Theatre  in  behalf  of 
the  Thompson  Square  Tlieatre  Co.  in  which 
Solomon  owns  94  shares  of  the  authorized 
capital  stock  of  200  shares. 

Allied  Eastern  Regional 
Meet  Set  lor  Sept.  7 

Boston — ^Frank  Lydon,  Allied  eastern 
regional  vice-president,  confirmed  a for- 
mer Boxoffice  report  late  last  week  wnen 
he  announced  that  the  long  postponed 
eastern  regional  directors  meeting  would 
take  place  at  Atlantic  City,  in  conjunction 
with  the  20th  annual  convention  with  the 
Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  New  Jersey. 

The  regional  confab  is  scheduled  for  the 
Ritz-Carlton  Hotel  for  the  morning  of 
September  7,  the  second  day  of  the  three- 
day  New  Jersey  gathering. 

Strike  Riot  Scenes  Cut 
From  Paramount  News 

Boston — All  scenes  showing  rioting  in  a 
Cleveland  strike  were  clipped  from  Para- 
mount News,  No.  104,  by  the  Massachu- 
setts bureau  of  Sunday  censorship.  The 
eliminations  constituted  the  only  scissor- 
ing ordered  on  a group  of  27  motion  pic- 
tures which  included  M-G-M’s  “Lady  of 
the  Tropics,”  First  National’s  “Angels 
Wash  Their  Faces,”  and  20th-Fox’s  “Stan- 
ley and  Livingstone.” 


tion  that  has  been  entered  in  the  extant 
Morse  and  Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit  for 
$2,100,000. 

George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for  the  plain- 
tiffs, commenced  his  questioning  on  this 
line  by  referring  to  Kent’s  appearances 
before  the  senate  committee  on  interstate 
commerce  in  1928  in  regard  to  block 
booking. 

“And  did  you  tell  the  committee  down 
there  that  group  selling,  or  block  booking, 
had  been  with  the  industry  since  it  be- 
gan?” Ryan  asked. 

“Yes,  sir,”  Kent  said. 

“That  it  was  not  an  overnight  develop- 
ment?” 

“That  is  right.” 

“I  think  you  said  at  one  time  that  Para- 
mount had  changed  its  policy  around  1923 
and  had  tried  to  sell  pictures  individually, 
on  the  merits,  and  had  not  found  that 
policy  as  profitable  as  selling  in  groups  or 
blocks?” 

“I  did  not  say  that  exactly.  I stated  in 
1923  or  1924  we  changed  from  gi’oup  sell- 
ing to  individual  picture  selling  and  found 
we  could  not  get  away  with  it,  that  the  ex- 
hibitors would  not  buy  that  way.  That 
was  my  testimony.” 

“Well,  didn’t  you  say  that  it  was  not  as 
profitable?” 

“I  don’t  believe  that  was  my  testimony. 
I said  the  amount  of  sales,  in  the  past,  the 
majority  of  our  customers  did  not  want  to 
buy  pictures  one  at  a time.  They  wanted 
to  buy  Paramount’s  entire  product  of 
standard  manufacture,  not  one  at  a time, 
and  they  had  to  get  it  all.” 

“Have  you  found  that  an  exhibitor 
would  prefer  to  buy  a certain  part  of  your 
pictures  rather  than  the  entire  product?” 

“I  do  not  believe  that  the  general  run  of 
our  accounts  would  want  to  buy  less  than 
75  or  80  per  cent,  a substantial  part.” 

“That  is,  an  exhibitor  would  feel  that  a 
certain  number  of  your  pictures  would  not 
meet  his  needs  or  desires,  and  he  would 
prefer  to  eliminate  them?”  questioned 
George  S.  Ryan. 

Some  Exhibs  Want  Cream 

“There  are  a certain  percentage  of  ex- 
hibitors that  would  like  to  pick  the  cream 
out  of  your  program  at  a certain  price, 
replied  S.  R.  Kent. 

“Don’t  you  think  that  an  exhibitor 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  pick  photoplays,  if 
he  wants  to,  and  pay  a reasonable  price 
for  them?” 

“It  depends,  if  he  pays  proportionately 
for  the  entire  product  that  we  make, 
where  we  can  get  a fair  price  for  our  prod- 
uct. We  do  not  sell  many  one-picture  con- 
tracts.” 

“Hasn’t  it  been  your  policy,  where  you 
have  not  sold  your  entire  product,  to  in- 
crease the  price  considerably  for  the  pic- 
tures actually  sold?” 

“The  group  selling  is  a wholesale  propo- 
sition. If  we  were  to  agree  to  sell  only 
10  or  12  pictures  and  let  the  rest  of  them 
remain  on  our  hands,  we  would  want  more 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  19,  1939  NE 


105 


Question  Kent  in 
Anti-Trust  Suit 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

for  the  pictures,  for  the  12,  than  the  aver- 
age for  the  60.” 

“Suppose  you  were  to  sell  30  or  40,  would 
you  want  more?” 

“Yes,  I would  say  we  would  want  more 
for  30  than  the  average  for  the  60.” 

“Has  your  company  made  it  a practice 
to  say  to  an  independent,  ‘Here  is  our 
product,  our  entire  product,  there  are  64 
pictures,  you  can  have  them  for  $6,400,  if 
you  want  40  pictures,  you  have  got  to  pay 
$6,400,  just  the  same’?”  queried  Ryan. 

“No,  that  is  not  to  my  knowledge,”  re- 
sponded the  20th-Fox  executive. 

Sometimes  Pick  Wrong  Ones 

Ryan  later  referred  to  a statement  by 
Kent  that  independent  exhibitors  wanted 
the  cream  of  the  crop  and  none  of  the 
skim  milk.  Ryan  wanted  to  know,  “Is 
that  substantially  correct?” 

“I  say  there  are  a great  many  exhibi- 
tors, independent  and  otherwise,  who,  if 
we  would  allow  it,  would  pick  only  the 
cream  of  our  program.” 

“Well,  your  company  as  an  exhibitor 
would  like  to  be  able  to  pick  the  cream  of 
the  other  motion  picture  producers?” 

“I  don’t  doubt  it,  if  they  could.” 

“That  is,  it  is  a valuable  thing  to  have 
a little  choice  in  the  matter?” 

“I  don’t  know  how  valuable  it  would  be, 
because  sometimes  they  pick  the  wrong 
ones,  if  they  have  a choice,”  said  Kent. 

Kent  on  Block  Booking 

Referring  to  Kent’s  definition  of  block 
booking  as  expressed  in  the  first  para- 
graph, Ryan  asked  the  present  20th-B’ox 
head  if  he  would  “carry  out  that  compari- 
son further  and  say  that  an  agent,  for  ex- 
ample of  General  Motors,  would  have  to 
take  the  whole  line  of  General  Motors?” 

“Well,”  Kent  said,  “I  cannot  say  spe- 
cifically as  to  whether  they  take  all  the 
cars  manufactured  in  the  various  sepa- 
rate branches,  but  I know  if  a man  is 
handling  the  Buick  automobile,  he  takes 
the  runabout  car  and  town  car  and  all  the 
models  of  that  particular  line.” 

“All  of  those  models  are  of  a standard 
size,  quality  and  weight  for  the  particular 
car,  so  that  a man  who  buys  it  knows  ex- 
actly what  he  is  going  to  get;  is  that 
true?” 

“Yes,  that  is  true.” 

“And  that  is  not  true  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry?” 

“I  explained  there  was  considerable  dif- 
ference.” 

“In  the  motion  picture,  you  say,  the  ele- 
ment of  human  judgment  enters  to  a 
larger  extent  than  others?”  pressed  Ryan. 

“Yes,  sir;  both  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
ducer and  the  buyer,”  replied  Kent  em- 
phatically. 

“Wouldn’t  there  be  a closer  analogy 
between  your  system  of  block  booking,  and 
a book  store  to  which  Scribner’s  would  sell 
its  books,  and  the  book  store  would  have  to 
take  every  book  put  out  during  the  course 
of  the  year?” 

“The  question  is  objected  to,  because  of 
the  reference  to  block  booking,  there  be- 
ing no  evidence  of  such  a system,”  ob- 


Paramount  Guests — 

Nathan  Levin,  manager  of  the  Dudley 
Theatre,  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  Mau- 
rice Streletsky,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Capitol  at  Allston,  Mass.,  visitors 
to  the  Paramount  World  Fair  lounge 
in  the  home  office  at  New  York. 


jected  McClennen,  attorney  for  the  de- 
fendant majors. 

Under  provisions  of  the  deposition  taken, 
Kent  answered  the  question  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  objection  would  be 
passed  upon  later  by  the  court. 

“I  know  nothing  about  the  basis  on 
which  books  are  sold,  so  I could  not  be — ” 
stated  Kent. 

“You  do  not  know  that  a book  store 
that  trades  with  Scribner’s  or  Putman's  or 
any  of  the  large  book  publishing  houses 
does  not  have  to  take  the  entire  product 
in  any  given  year?”  queried  Ryan. 

“No,  I do  not  know  that.” 

“Don’t  you  know  that  any  book  store 
has  a right  to  select  any  book  published 
by  any  company?” 

“No,  I don’t  know  that.” 

“You  don’t?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Would  you  consider  a closer  analogy 
between  the  block  booking  system  in  use 
in  the  motion  picture  industry  to  take,  we 
would  say,  a system  like  the  United  Shoe 
Machinery  Co.,  requiring  that  if  any  man 
used  a certain  machine  for  manufactur- 
ing shoes,  or  any  part  of  the  manufacture 
of  shoes,  he  therefore  would  have  to  use 
machines  of  the  United  Shoe  Machinery 
Co.  for  the  entire  work  that  was  done  on 
the  shoes?” 

“That  is  objected  to,  as  assuming  some- 
thing that  was  not  in  evidence,  not  accu- 
rately stating  the  requirements.  No,  if  you 
will  read  the  question,”  stated  McClennen 
in  objection. 

“No,  I know  nothing  about  the  way  shoe 
machines  are  sold  or  the  requirements  of 
the  shoe  machinery  manufacturers.  I 
never  heard  of  it  before  in  any  way,”  an- 
swered Kent  to  the  query. 

“Well,  now,  if  an  exhibitor  has  to  take 
all  the  product  of  one  producer  or  dis- 
tributor, does  that  tend  to  eliminate  com- 
petition with  other  producers  or  distribu- 
( Continued  on  page  112) 


New  Haven  Outing 
Draws  Over  100 

New  Haven — The  annual  film  district 
outing,  held  this  year  at  the  Rustic  Inn, 
Lake  Quonnipaug,  added  another  success 
to  a long  list  of  memorable  outings  since 
the  early  days  of  the  film  center  here.  Of 
the  100  who  attended,  about  20  won  val- 
uable prizes,  with  the  Boxoffice  trophy 
clock  going  to  Betty  Reiss  for  outstand- 
ing dancing.  Following  a buffet  luncheon 
at  the  lodge,  a softball  game,  which  re- 
vealed near-championship  calibre  in  both 
exhibitors  and  exchange  men,  was  cap- 
tained by  Bob  Schwartz,  of  the  Para- 
mount, Thomaston  for  the  former,  and 
John  Pavone,  Warner  exchange  manager, 
for  the  latter,  with  Bill  Canelli  of  RKO 
as  referee.  The  game  ended  in  a 15-15 
tie,  and  plenty  of  puffing. 

George  Somma  of  Republic  won  the 
shot  putt  contest  as  the  first  of  his  three 
top  places,  and  was  awarded  a box  of 
hose.  Michael  Daly,  of  the  Daly,  Hartford, 
was  second,  winning  an  electric  fan.  Freda 
Kogan  of  Columbia  won  the  three-legged 
race,  and  prize  of  a lady’s  blouse;  George 
Somma,  second,  received  a hat.  Fifty- 
yard  dash  for  men  was  again  won  by 
George  Somma,  who  added  an  automobile 
tube  to  his  prizes.  Eddy  Ahern,  of  the 
Daly,  Hartford,  second,  won  a sport  shirt; 
Gertrude  Sullivan,  RKO,  first  in  the  fifty- 
yard  dash  for  women,  a chromium  cock- 
tail set;  Jewl  Higgins,  Paramount,  sec- 
ond, a lady  beauty  set;  Josephine  Ingenito, 
20th-Fox,  first  in  the  peanut  race,  candid 
camera;  Edward  Canelli,  of  Warner’s,  first 
in  men’s  swimming  race,  sport  trousers; 
A1  Parizer,  Columbia,  second,  slippers. 

Pie-eating  and  row  boat  contests — tug- 
o-war,  horseshoe  pitching  and  other  con- 
tests made  up  the  balance  of  the  after- 
noon’s entertainment.  Morris  Joseph,  Uni- 
versal exchange  manager,  distributed  the 
prizes. 

' ■ • 

Several  Hundred  Attend 
Boston  Film  Outing 

Boston — The  long  awaited  Boston  mo- 
tion picture  and  allied  industry  outing  be- 
came a reality  Tuesday  when  several  hun- 
dred filmites  journeyed  by  bus  and  pri- 
vate automobile  to  Seiler’s  Ten  Acres  at 
Wayland.  An  afternoon  of  entertainment 
during  which  a sports  card  was  featured, 
was  culminated  by  a banquet.  Major  Pat- 
rick F.  Healey,  Steve  Broidy,  and  William 
Cuddy  of  the  general  committee  were 
among  the  major  workers  for  the  annual 
affair. 

Serving  on  the  numerous  subordinate 
committees  were  Jack  Granara,  Sam 
Berg,  Harry  Smith,  Morey  Goldstein,  Jack 
Gubbins,  Harry  Worden,  Kenneth  Forkcy, 
Harry  Aaronson,  William  McLaughlin,  Ben 
Johnson,  Cyril  McGerigle,  Marty  Moriarty, 
James  J.  O’Brien,  Joe  Loftus,  H.  J.  Mc- 
Kinney, Kenneth  Douglass,  Joe  Cifre, 
Murray  Weiss,  and  Maurice  N.  Wolf. 


Robbins  to  Universal 

Hollywood — Sam  Robbins  is  an  addition 
to  the  writing  staff  at  Universal. 


106 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  19,  1939 


Nathan  Yamins  realized 
that  comfort  and  profit  are 
closely  allied  when  he 
chose  Ideal  Seats  for  the 
Empire  Theatre  in  Fall 
River,  Mass.  Yamins'  Ideal 
Seats  were  especially 
styled  and  upholstered  to 
fit  his  particular  needs  at 
the  Empire — an  Ideal  service  available 
to  all. 


Theatregoers  today  demand  a new  stand- 
ard of  comfort.  The  backbreakers  that 
once  were  acceptable  are  no  longer  tol- 
erated. Poorly  designed,  cheaply  con- 
structed chairs  do  not  last,  require  con- 
stant attention  and  repair,  and  cost  far 
more  than  the  best  you  can  buy.  Better 
make  yours  an  Ideal  job. 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


N£ir  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 


1,100  CUSTOMERS 

WON'T  BE 
WRONG 
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M&P,  lATSE  Spar 
On  Ushers  Strike 

Boston — M&P  and  lATSE  executives 
were  meeting  Wednesday  morning  at  press 
time  in  an  effort  to  settle  the  ushers’ 
strike  that  began  last  Thursday  and  has 
spread  to  11  M&P  houses. 

The  first  conferences  were  held  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  60  Scollay  Square,  with  Ed- 
ward D.  Cuddy  and  Robert  Sternberg  rep- 
resenting the  circuit  and  Thad  Barrows, 
Walter  Nolan  and  James  Burke  represent- 
ing the  lATSE. 

Picketing  was  underway  at  the  Metro- 
politan, Paramount,  Fenway,  Olympia, 
Modern,  and  Scollay  Square  in  downtown 
Boston;  the  Strand,  Morton,  Dudley  and 
Rivoli  in  suburban  Boston,  and  the  Broad- 
way in  Chelsea. 

An  early  amicable  settlement  has  been 
indicated. 

Several  Massachusetts 
Firms  Incorporated 

Boston — The  Danvers  Orpheum  Thea- 
tre, Inc.,  has  been  granted  a charter  of 
incorporation  by  Massachusetts  Secretary 
of  State  Frederic  W.  Cook.  The  concern, 
whose  capital  consists  of  1,000  shares  of 
no  par  stock,  was  incorporated  by  Harry 
A.  Aaronson,  Fannie  Hermann,  and  Elo- 
nora  Fedderson. 

Also  incorporated  last  week  was  Massa- 
chusetts Enterprises,  Inc.,  Boston  theatrical 
proprietors.  Capital  was  100  shares  of  no 
par  stock.  Incorporators  were  Benjamin 
A.  Trustman,  Leonard  Kaplan,  and  Lois 
Scanlon. 

The  Cape  Cod  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  was 
incorporated  with  a capital  of  100  shares 
of  no  par  stock  by  Gilbert  S.  Kelley,  Ray- 
mond Hills,  Louis  Byrne,  and  Henry  L. 
Murphy. 

The  Memorial  Corp.  of  Boston  and  New 
York,  theatrical  managers,  was  incorpo- 
rated with  100  shares  of  no  par  stock  by 
William  E.  Collins  of  Brookline  and  Joseph 
K.  Collins  and  Katherine  M.  Green  of 
Boston. 

Even  Tiein  for  a Day 
Would  Be  Welcomed 

Boston — Roy  E.  Heffner  had  his  own 
ideas  when  Governor  Leverett  Saltonstall 
of  Massachusetts  designated  last  Saturday 
as  Indian  Day  “in  memory  of  the  welcome 
assistance  given  our  forefathers  by  friend- 
ly Indians.’’ 

Heffner,  whose  ancestors  include  Indian 
stock,  wished  the  occasion  might  be  com- 
memorated by  a little  good  medicine  in  the 
Bank  Night  wigwam.  Legality  of  the  cash 
giveaway  cannot  be  established  in  Rhode 
Island  and  in  Norfolk  and  Plymouth  coun- 
ties, Massachusetts,  before  October  when 
the  supreme  court  of  both  states  will 
probably  reconvene. 


Assign  Magazine  Writer 

Hollywood — Metro  has  signed  Alistair 
MacBain,  magazine  writer,  to  its  script 
department. 


JJERBERT  ZIDEL  of  Imperial  and  Nor- 
man Poretsky  of  Wholesome  have  re- 
turned from  a Canadian  trip  . . . Christine 
Antognoni,  booker  for  Harry  Asher,  is 
planning  a northern  New  England  and 
Canadian  trip  . . . Harry  Smith,  RKO 
booker,  returned  this  week  from  a stay  at 
New  Gloucester,  Me. 

C.  S.  Wilcox,  former  operator  of  the 
Orleans  Theatre  on  Cape  Cod,  ivas  buried 
W ednesday . 

Mrs.  Henry  Sperling,  wife  of  the  Rhode 
Island  exhibitor  and  former  Century  Film 
exchange  executive,  has  been  in  Baker 
Memorial  Hospital. 

Pauline  Winston  of  Columbia  has  sent 
her  daughter  to  Camp  Naomi  in  Billerica 
. . . Also  at  the  Camp  are  the  daughters  of 
Sam  Levine.  Grand  National  head  booker, 
and  Kid  Harris,  M&P  booker. 

Frank  Rahilly,  exchange  employes  union 
official  and  RKO  assistant  shipper,  was 
secretly  married  a few  weeks  ago.  Rahilly 
was  formerly  a booker  at  National  Screen 
Service. 

Charles  Brent,  operator  of  the  Nipmuc 
Park  Theatre,  was  to  have  returned  from 
the  west  this  week  . . . Roy  E.  Heffner, 
Bank  Night  distributor,  and  Mrs.  Heffner 
have  been  fishing  in  Canada  and  Maine 
. . . Gertrude  Hanlon,  secretary  to  Attor- 
ney George  S.  Ryan,  left  this  week  for  a 
New  Hampshire  sojourji. 

Sidney  Solomon,  former  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  manager,  is  to  open  the 
Comique  Theatre  in  Lynn.  The  house  was 
formerly  operated  by  William  Purcell,  for- 
mer manager  for  Nathan  Yamins  who  has 
the  former  Dreamland  in  Beverly. 

Billy  Rose  has  brought  a suit  against  the 
operator  of  a “Water  Follies  of  1939”  pre- 
sentation at  Revere  Beach,  charging  viola- 
tion of  copyright. 

Charles  Stern,  UA  executive,  was  in 
town  last  week  , , . Arthur  K.  Howard, 
Allied  executive,  was  in  Plymouth  most  of 
last  week  . . . M.  N.  Wolf  and  J.  J.  Byrne, 
M-G-M  district  and  Boston  managers  re- 
spectively, were  in  New  York  on  business 
last  week. 

Ben  Abrams’,  Warrier  salesman,  interests 
have  been  centered  at  the  Corey  Hill  Hos- 
pital in  Brookline  . . . Fred  Geisler,  for- 
merly with  Specialty  Pictures,  is  no  longer 
showing  films  at  the  Showboat  in  Auburn, 
Me.  Geisler  continues  to  take  a hand  in 
the  Provincetown  film  situation,  however. 

Harry  Asher,  independent  distributor, 
spent  last  weekend  at  Boothbay  Harbor 
. . . Harry  Thomas,  the  distributor,  was  in 
town  last  week  on  business. 

Esther  Ralston  wed  Ted  Lloyd,  radio 
man,  in  Connecticut  last  week  after  play- 
ing in  “Susan  and  God’’  at  a summer 
theatre.  The  New  England  hay  fever  cir- 
cuit is  getting  to  be  a matrimonial  step- 
ping stone.  A few  days  ago,  Madge  Evans 
made  a similar  transition  in  Maine  wed- 
ding Playwright  Sidney  Kingsley. 

Henry  Wolper,  M-G-M  office  manager. 


T Cl  M 

has  been  vacationing  at  Boothbay  Har- 
bor, Me.  J.  M.  Cummings,  former  auditor 
and  present  assistant  office  manager,  took 
over  . . . B.  L.  Carney,  Feiber  and  Shea 
district  manager,  has  been  away  ...  Ed 
Dobkin,  supervisor  of  the  M-G-M  service 
department,  has  been  World  Fairing-it. 

Ben  Gold,  manager  of  the  Colonial  in 
Nashua,  last  week  inaugurated  first  elimi- 
7iations  in  a beauty  contest  to  select  “Miss 
New  Hampshire”  for  World  Fair  competi- 
tion. The  Colonial  contest  closes  August  24. 

Annabella  Kehoe  has  joined  the  local 
Metro  office  force  . . . Ben  Rosenberg  and 
John  Carroll  of  the  Paramount  and  Fen- 
way opened  “Each  Dawn  I Die”  at  the 
respective  first-run  houses  last  Thursday, 
giving  the  picture  its  third  first-run  week 
in  Boston  following  the  holdover  at  the 
Metropolitan. 

Marion  Bell,  M-G-M  district  manager’s 
secretary,  tentatively  plans  a California 
trip  for  September  . . . Katherine  McGov- 
ern of  M-G-M  has  been  at  Cape  Cod  . . . 
Mabel  McDowd  of  Cameo  is  a vacationer 
. . . Etta  Brady  of  the  Metro  booking  de- 
partment has  been  blueriosing-it  at  Hali- 
fax. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Cronin,  British  author  who 
wrote  “The  Citadel,”  passed  through  Bos- 
ton last  week  en  route  to  Maine  where  he 
planned  having  six-weeks’  taste  of  cot- 
tage life.  He  is  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  three  children. 

Bill  Cuddy,  Cinema  Club  president,  an- 
7iounces  that  the  next  meetmg  of  the 
bookers’  frater7iity  will  probably  take  place 
i7i  September  . . . Paul  Cuddy,  lb-year-old 
S071  of  the  RKO  booker,  co7iti7iued  to  C07i- 
valesce  last  week  after  a serious  appendix 
re7noval  which  was  followed  by  a blood 
tra7isfusio7i. 

Sam  Davidson,  Cameo  Screen  Attrac- 
tions head,  announced  the  arrival  this 
week  of  the  prints  of  the  new  Tim  McCoy 
feature,  “The  Fighting  Renegade”  . . . Ben 
Blue  and  Ella  Logan  are  among  the  film 
names  featured  in  George  White’s  Scandals 
which  opened  this  week  at  the  Shubert  in 
Boston.  Through  the  courtesy  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures,  the  Three  Stooges  (Moe, 
Curly,  and  Larry)  are  in  the  cast. 

Michael  J.  Hur7iey  a7inou7ices  that  the 
Tower  m Lowell  is  to  be  reope7ied  about 
the  7niddle  of  September. 

Joe  Longo,  publicist,  took  a group  of 
Boston  newspaper  critics  to  New  Haven 
last  week  to  mitt  Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy 
Garland.  Making  the  trip  were  Marjory 
Adams  of  the  Globe;  Helen  Eager  of  the 
Traveler;  Fred  Sorrow  of  the  Herald; 
Prunella  Hall  of  the  Post;  Josephine  Boy- 
son  of  the  M07iitor;  Mary  Sullivan  of  the 
Advertiser,  and  free  lance  feature  writer, 
Betty  DiPesa. 

Kenneth  R.  Douglas,  head  of  Capitol 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  left  last  Friday  for 
two  weeks  of  swimmmg,  boatmg,  and  pur- 
sui7ig  Whmepesaukee  black  bass  a7id  trout. 
He  is  centering  at  Wolfboro  . . . Mary 
Brady  of  M07iogram  has  been  at  Lake 
Archer  . . . George  and  Leonard  Kraska  of 
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the  Fine  Arts  were  in  New  York  on  busi- 
ness last  week. 

The  mother  of  Steve  Broidy,  New  Eng- 
land sales  manager  for  Monogram,  has 
been  convalescing  at  Beth  Israel  following 
a serious  operation. 

Doris  Springer  of  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice left  this  week  for  a two-week  sojourn 
. . . Sarah  Lourie,  Columbia  eashier,  re- 
turns Monday  following  a tour  of  New 
York  state  . . . Helen  Fitzgerald,  the  smile 
at  Nesti’s,  is  away  to  New  York  and  the 
Fair. 

Marjorie  Meltzer,  bookkeeper  in  the  E. 
M.  Loew  office,  is  soon  to  wear  a bride’s 
gown  . . . Royal  Dam  has  resigned  as 
manager  of  the  Peabody  Theatre.  Horace 
Macson,  formerly  manager  in  Fitchburg 
and  Beverly  for  E.  M.  Loew,  takes  over  the 
job  at  the  Bay  State  house. 

Jean  Finklestein  of  Bank  Night  and 
Specialty  Pictures  sojourns  the  last  week 
in  August.  She  is  still  undecided  among 
Lake  George,  Scroon  Lake,  and  Bethle- 
hem, N . H.  . . . Florence  Buckley,  E.  M. 
Loew  assistant  hooker,  returned  this  toeek 
from  Canada  . . . Jean  Eaton  of  Colum- 
bia and  Jack  Hill  of  Monogram  return  a 
week  from  Monday  from  a Penobscott  Bay 
honeymoon. 

Ben  Rogers,  independent  film  distribu- 
tor, reports  that  M&P,  Interstate,  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire,  and  E.  M.  Loew  are 
among  the  local  circuits  that  have  booked 
“North  Seas”  . . . Ernest  Whitford,  Gay- 
ety  manager,  is  readying  to  open  burlesque 
at  the  E.  M.  Loew  house  next  month. 

Jack  Goodwin  has  been  supervising  the 
installation  of  new  cooling  equipment  at 
the  Metropolitaji  . . . Mary  Grey,  E.  M. 
Loew  receptionist,  saw  her  mother  to  Beth 
Israel  this  week  . . . Mildred  Reed  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  left  on  vacation  this 
week  . . . Ditto  for  Max  Hotchberg  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Accessories  who  plans  to 
spend  much  of  the  next  two  weeks  near 
Lake  Pearl  in  Norfolk  . . . Elsie  Bridson  of 
NSS  is  out  of  toum  for  a fortnight. 

Dora  Kraska,  sister  of  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre  operator,  has  resigned  from  Im- 
perial . . . Adam  Morgan,  former  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Showboat  in  Auburn,  an- 
nounces he  is  temporarily  a “liquid 
engineer.”  Morgan  translates  the  phrase  as 
indicating  a soda  jerker. 

Phil  Smith,  circuit  operator,  has  been 
at  his  Drive-In  theatres  in  Cleveland  and 
Detroit  . . . Walter  Silverman,  Columbia 
booker,  returned  this  week  with  his  mother 
from  Bar  Harbor  . . . Ella  Andre,  National 
Screen  Service  booker,  is  vacationing. 

The  mother  of  Phil  Berler,  E.  M.  Loew 
booker,  has  been  confined  to  the  Jewish 
Memorial  Hospital  for  the  past  11  weeks. 

Joe  DiPesa  of  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum 
got  plenty  of  public  recognition  for  “The 
Wizard  of  Oz”  last  Saturday  when  he  pre- 
sented a trophy  to  Joe  Cronin,  manager 
of  the  Yankee- chasing  Red  Sox.  The  tie 
in  was  the  inscription  which  notched 
Cronin  as  a “wizard  manager.” 

Henry  Tobin,  manager  of  the  Olympia 
in  Olneyville,  and  his  wife  and  baby  nave 
concluded  a Nahant  stay  . . . Ira  Katzman 
of  the  National  Screen  Service  art  depart- 


ment is  out  of  town  for  a two-week  rest 
. . . John  Carroll,  Paramount  theatre 
manager,  is  headed  south  . . . Les  Arm- 
strong, Paramount  assistant  manager,  has 
returned  from  a cruise. 

Don  Velde  of  Paramount  Pictures  has 
been  in  from  New  York  . . . Marietta  Baer, 
who  handles  cutouts  in  the  M&P  booking 
department,  has  been  vacationing  at  a 
girls’  camp  in  New  Hampshire  . . . The 
family  of  E.  M.  Loew  Booker  Phil  Berler 


returns  to  town  from  Nahant  in  approxi- 
mately a fortnight. 

A gal  in  the  local  main  office  of  West- 
ern Union  has  been  carrying  on  a ticker 
tape  romance,  via  the  teletype,  with  an 
M&P  employe. 

Manny  Reiner,  Monogram  press  agent, 
has  bought  a 1937  used  Studebaker  from 
Roy  Johnston’s  son-in-law.  Reiner  is  now 
takmg  driving  lessons. 


MONOGRAM 


NEWS  OF  THE  WEEK 


There's  a bit  of  a story  to  be  told  about  the  above  picture.  Our  cam- 
eraman spent  two  weeks  trying  to  find  both  these  executives  in  at  the  same 
time.  When  he  finally  found  one  in,  he  wouldn't  pose  without  the  other. 
When  he  found  the  other  man  in,  he  wouldn't  have  his  picture  taken  with- 
out his  friend.  However,  the  hard-working  cameraman  finally  caught  both 
gentlemen  together  and  the  above  is  the  result. 

★ * ★ 

Max  Finn  is  the  man  on  the  left.  He  is  perhaps  closest  of  anyone  to 
his  boss,  E.  M.  Loew,  head  of  the  large  chain  of  movie  houses.  Max  books 
all  the  stage  shows  and  first-run  pictures  into  the  Loew  houses.  In  addi- 
tion, he  acts  as  trouble-shooter  and  does  a great  deal  of  traveling,  seeing 
that  everything  is  in  order.  He  has  been  associated  with  Mr.  Loew  for 
many  years.  Max  is  a quiet  sort  and  a gentleman  in  every  respect.  He 
spends  his  summers  at  tony  Scituate  Beach,  Mass. 

* * * 

Phil  Berler,  at  the  right,  books  perhaps  more  pictures  than  anyone  else 
in  New  England,  buying  films  for  most  of  the  40  E.  M.  Loew  houses  that 
are  scattered  throughout  the  New  England  states,  Maryland,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  even  Florida.  Phil  is  a jolly  fellow  who  has  been  associated  with 
this  circuit  for  about  two  decades.  Phil  is  as  versatile  in  his  field  as  Max 
is  in  his,  and  the  two  men  make  an  unbeatable  combination.  You'll  often 
find  Phil  playing  badminton,  his  favorite  sport,  at  the  Y.M.C.U. 

* ★ ★ 

"Irish  Luck,"  featuring  Frankie  Darro,  is  now  being  booked  in  this  ter- 
ritory. A new  western,  "Oklahoma  Terror,"  with  plenty  of  fast  action  that 
goes  over  big  with  the  youngsters  and  grown  folks  has  just  come  in  from 
the  West  Coast.  Be  sure  to  set  aside  a date  for  "Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown," 
starring  Boris  Karloff,  which  is  the  best  of  the  Mr.  Wong  series  to  date.  This 
picture  has  been  receiving  rave  reviews  everywhere. 

Steve  Broidy 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 


39  CHURCH  STREET 


BOSTON 
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_^MONG  those  present  at  the  Judy  Gar- 
land-Mickey Rooney  reception  at  the 
Hotel  Taft  were  the  mothers  of  both  stars, 
J.  R.  Vogel  and  Oscar  Doob,  of  the  New 
York  Loew  office,  Mayor  Murphy,  his  wife 
and  three  children,  Robert  Wheeler  of  the 
Providence  Journal,  Julian  B.  Tuthill,  Hart- 
ford Times  film  editor;  Jerry  Connor  and 
Ned  Denehy  of  the  Times  Star,  Bridgeport; 
Don  Leonard,  Bridgeport  Post;  Micky 
Wrenn,  of  the  New  Haven  Journal-Courier ; 
Roger  Connelly  of  the  Register;  Mrs.  Jack 
Horgan  of  the  Parent-Teachers  Ass’n, 
Worcester;  Mrs.  J.  Ellsworth,  of  the  Wor- 
cester board  of  review;  Ed  McBride,  Loew’s 
State,  Providence;  H.  H.  Maloney,  Poll, 
Worcester,  and  Mrs.  Maloney,  Joe  Amstead, 
Elm  Street,  Worcester;  Morris  Rosenthal, 
Majestic,  Bridgeport,  and  many  others. 

Sweetest  music  of  the  day  was  probably 
the  close  to  $4,000  the  Poll  is  said  to  have 
grossed  in  New  Haven  alone  as  a result  of 
the  stars’  personal  appearance  visit. 

Report  around  the  street  is  that  Al 
Pickus,  operator  of  the  Stratford  Theatre, 
has  purchased  the  496-seat  Annex  Theatre, 
operated  by  Joseph  DiFrancesco,  who  built 
it  some  ten  years  ago.  DiFrancesco  ex- 
changed businesses  for  a time  with  F. 
Moran,  who  was  rimning  a laundry,  but 
decided  the  theatre  business  had  its  ad- 
vantages and  took  the  house  back. 

The  Mannon  film,  "Unashamed,”  had  a 
highly  successful  run  at  the  Moodus  in 
midnight  shows  . . . The  Lampert  circuit 
is  spotting  in  hill-billy  and  other  acts. 

Stanley  Lewis  Levin,  of  Waterbury,  is 
the  new  assistant  booker  at  the  RKO 
exchange,  replacing  Harry  Schantz,  who 
resigned. 

Waterbury  and  Stratford  join  the  ex- 
panding list  of  organizatio-n  Bingo  towns 
in  Connecticut  with  "aye”  votes  by  their 
boards  of  aldermen  . . . New  Haven  con- 
sideration was  07ice  more  postponed  when 
petitiojis  lacked  the  proper  number  of 
names  . . . Hartford  vote  is  imminent. 

There’s  talk  of  another  testimonial  din- 
ner for  an  old-time  exhibitor  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Hess  of  Moosup  were  recent  vis- 
itors in  town  and  report  the  Groton  The- 
atre will  be  ready  October  1 . . . Warner’s 
have  renewed  their  Capitol,  Danbury,  lease 
for  ten  years. 

If  the  local  20th-Fox  exchange  leads  in 
the  national  S.  R.  Kent  Drive,  Earl 
Wright’s  bi-weekly  pep  talks  to  the  staff 
at  special  meetings  will  definitely  have 
something  to  do  with  it.  The  office  con- 
fidently awaits  the  first  national  reports 
next  week  . . . Exotically -named  Nina 
DiNardis  is  press-agenting  for  the  State, 
Hartford. 

Community,  Oakville,  starts  new  glass- 
ware giveaway  August  24  and  25  . . . 
Palace,  New  Britain,  starts  the  same  deal 
September  6 . . . Joseph  Quittner  was  on 
Meadow  Street  negotiating  deals  for  the 


new  Jewett  City  Theatre,  scheduled  for 
mid-September  opening. 

The  Harry  Fishmans  of  the  Community, 
Fairfield,  are  off  for  a week  in  the  Berk- 
shires  . . . Herman  Miller,  Metro  auditor, 
will  see  the  Fair  on  his  vacation  . . . Matt 
Saunders  of  the  Poli,  Bridgeport,  had  his 
car  stolen  just  as  he  was  preparing  to 
leave  on  vacation  . . . The  car  was  used 
in  a holdup  a few  hours  later. 

Ed  O’Neill,  doorman  at  the  Moodus  'The- 
atre for  the  past  three  years,  is  leaving 
to  enter  Connecticut  State  College  this 
fall  . , . Jim  Memery,  Loew-Poli  artist,  is 
vacationing  anywhere  from  New  York,  Bos- 
ton, Salem  to  Indian  Neck  . . . Charles 
Repass  of  the  Crown,  Hartford,  and  his 
family  have  retuimed  from  a long  motor 
trip  . . . Ralph  Civitello,  Meadow  Street 
artist  and  golf  fiend,  is  angling  for  Harry 
Cooper,  winner  of  the  shoreline  open  in 
Clinton,  as  guest  performer  at  his  driving 
range  . . . Angelo  Lombardi,  Warner  book- 
er, is  keeping  his  vacation  plans  a secret 
. , . Also  Beatrice  Levenstein  of  the  War- 
ner office  . . . Metro  office  more  beehive 
than  ever  with  five  girls  and  three  men 
in  from  the  home  office  on  special  work. 

Heywood  Broun  writes  from  Hollywood 
to  the  Bridgeport  Herald:  "Let  us  give 
credit  where  credit  is  due.  The  men  and 
women  who  write  the  pictures,  the  men 
who  direct  them  and  the  camera  crew  are 
the  true  liver  and  lights  of  an  amazingly 
clever  craftsmanship.  It  is  good  publicity 
to  fasten  attention  on  the  various  well- 
known  stars,  but  if  they  all  happened  to 
be  on  the  same  steamer  and  that  ship 
collided  with  an  iceberg,  Hollywood  would 
not  be  greatly  handicapped.” 

Rialto  Theatre,  Stamford,  has  bought 
Progressive  Premium’s  new  china  deal 
through  Lou  Moscow  . . . Harry  Green 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  Jay  Don  Alexan- 
der of  Alexander  Film  from  Colorado  on 
August  15  . . . Joe  Walsh  of  Windsor 
Locks  appeared  on  Meadow  Street  with 
a ham  and  reported  “immediately  all  the 
salesmen  wanted  40  per  cent  and  off  the 
preferred  end.’’ 

Leo  Ricci  of  Meriden  is  planning  a.  trip 
to  the  Fair  and  to  Atlantic  City  . . . The 
general  idea  is  that  Adorno  has  given  up 
the  idea  of  an  airdrome  in  Middletown 
for  this  year,  so  many  restrictions  having 
been  imposed  on  his  permit  . . . Bridge- 
port exhibitors  have  had  competition  at 
nearby  parks  from  such  bands  as  Ina  Ray 
Hutton,  Jimmy  Dorsey  and  Don  Felix — 
all  in  one  week. 

Downtown:  Harry  Shaw  will  m.  c.  for  a 
change — this  time  it’s  Police  Field  Day 
. . . Nat  Rubin  will  finally  get  that  va- 
cation, after  another  postponement  be- 
cause of  the  Rooney-Garland  doings  . . . 
Bob  Carney,  in  charge  at  the  College  in 
Manager  Badamo’s  absence,  sent  a man 
on  horseback  in  cowboy  outfit  on  “Fron- 
tier Marshal’’  down  to  the  railroad  sta- 
tion, where  crowds  met  Rooney-Garland. 
He  also  put  oomph  into  the  Movie  Club 
of  the  Air  radio  broadcast  on  WELI,  and 
planted  a contest  in  the  Echo. 


RKO  Interests  Get 
Keith's  Memorial 

Boston — A Boston  theatre  sale  involving 
well  over  a million  dollars  was  transacted 
last  week  when  RKO  interests  took  over 
Keith’s  Memorial  Theatre.  The  property, 
which  includes  an  arcade  where  several 
stores  are  situated,  is  assessed  at  $1,- 
700,000.  The  transaction,  which  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  held  up  by  RKO  re- 
ceivership, brings  an  end  to  a high  weekly 
rental  which  at  one  time  approximated 
$10,000. 

The  theatre,  which  has  been  held  by 
Harvard  College,  was  put  up  in  1930  as  a 
memorial  to  the  late  B.  K.  Keith.  Located 
on  the  site  of  the  far-famed  Boston 
Theatre,  it  covers  an  area  of  32,757  square 
feet.  Brokers  in  the  deal  were  C.  W. 
Whittier  and  Brothers  Co. 

Rooney-Garland  P.  A. 
Excites  New  Haven 

New  Haven — Neither  the  governor,  the 
president,  nor  returning  heroes  have  caused 
as  much  excitement  in  the  Elm  City  as 
the  personal  appearance  of  Judy  Garland 
and  Mickey  Rooney  for  one  day  at  the 
Loew-Poli.  Fanning  the  enthusiasms  for 
the  stars  was  not  overlooked  by  Harry  F. 
Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager,  and 
Lou  Brown,  publicity  chief  for  the  divi- 
sion, plus  all  managers  on  the  circuit. 

About  5,000  young  ones  and  their  moth- 
ers started  it  all  at  the  railroad  station 
about  11:30.  A welcoming  committee  con- 
sisting of  one  high  school  boy  and  girl  from 
each  Loew-Poli  theatre  on  the  circuit, 
chosen  in  an  attention-getting  contest,  was 
on  hand.  The  excited  crowd  drowned  the 
music  of  the  two  drum  corps  with  their 
shouts.  More  police  had  to  be  called  out 
to  handle  the  emergency. 

Meantime,  lines  a block  long  formed 
to  the  ticket  office  at  9 a.  m.,  an  hour 
before  the  special  early  opening,  and  the 
lines  continued  the  entire  day.  An  offi- 
cial reception  for  the  guests,  the  Mayor, 
members  of  the  press  from  Boston,  Provi- 
dence, New  Haven,  Hartford,  Worcester, 
Bridgeport,  Waterbury  and  Meriden,  the 
various  high  school  welcoming  committees, 
and  others  was  arranged  at  the  Hotel  Taft. 
The  personal  appearances  shattered  all  rec- 
ords for  a single  day  at  the  New  Haven 
Poli  house. 

Following  the  appearances  at  New  Ha- 
ven, the  pair  proceeded  to  Hartford  for  a 
day  at  the  Loew-Poli,  and  thence  to  the 
Loew-Poli,  Bridgeport.  The  three  New  Eng- 
land towns  are  the  only  ones  on  their  itin- 
erary in  addition  to  New  York;  and  Wash- 
ington. , 


Hofiberg  Hub  Outlet 

Boston — The  1939-40  product  distributed 
by  J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co.  will  play  George 
Kraska’s  Fine  Arts  'Theatre  here  under  the 
terms  of  a deal  completed  by  Kraska  with 
Oliver  Unger,  Hoffberg  sales  manager. 

Extend  Walter  Pidgeon 

Hollywood — Walter  Pidgeon  has  been 
given  a new  term  acting  contract  at  Metro. 
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gUMMER  theatres,  more  numerous  and 
of  a higher  calibre  this  year  than 
heretofore,  have  a certain  edge  on  local 
film  theatres  of  which  they  have  been 
taking  complete  advantage — that  of  listing 
its  Portland  visitors  in  the  society  columns 
of  the  local  sheets.  The  Deertrees  Tlrea- 
tre  especially,  under  the  helm  of  Bela  Blau 
of  New  York  City,  has  been  building  up 
an  air  of  distinctiveness,  of  quality  and 
exclusiveness  around  his  rustic  playhouse 
so  that  now  a “trip  to  Deertrees”  has  be- 
come something  of  a social  event.  The 
“400,”  imder  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Phyllis 
Schuyler  Thaxter,  author  of  “Thru  the 
Stage  and  Screen  Door,”  published  in  the 
Portland  Sunday  Telegram  each  week,  has 
taken  the  little  theatre  under  its  wing.  All 
of  which  makes  it  bad  for  local  exhibitors 
who  are  pushing  their  product  with  great 
industry  not  only  against  the  summer  the- 
atres, but  softball,  baseball,  golf,  tennis, 
and  the  lure  of  the  beaches  as  well. 

Vacationing  at  Old  Orchard  Beach,  Fred 
Allen  finds  himself  often  in  the  spotlight 
as  referee,  timekeeper  and  what  not  at  race 
track  and  marathon  races.  Sunday,  Au- 
gust 13,  the  radio  and  film  comedian  served 
as  honorary  timekeeper  for  the  Old  Orch- 
ard Beach  Baby  Marathon,  an  annual 
event.  A couple  of  weeks  ago  he  acted  as 
timekeeper  for  the  feature  event  of  the 
Grand  Circuit  program  at  the  resort’s  fa- 
mous kite  track. 

Pari-mutuel  betting  at  fairs  throughout 
the  state  is  taking  many  potential  dollars 
away  from  Maine  exhibitors.  The  six-day 
schedule  at  Skowhegan  beginning  August 
14  carries  $12,500  in  purses.  The  racing 
season  extends  through  October. 

Star  visitors  of  the  week:  Helen  Hayes, 
stage  and  screen  actress,  and  her  equally 
well-known  author -husband,  Charles  Mac- 
Arthur,  who  stopped  briefly  in  Portland 
August  12  en  route  by  plane  to  visit  their 
daughter  Mary  who  is  vacationing  at  a 
girls’  camp  near  Center  Lovell.  The  couple 
chartered  a plane  of  the  Portland  Flying 
Service,  Inc.,  to  take  them  to  North  Con- 
way, N.  H.,  where  they  were  to  continue 
their  journey  by  automobile. 

Other  visitors  include  Bill  Benjamin, 
NS  salesman,  Mrs.  Benjamin  and  Dan  Sul- 
livan of  Transit  Advertisers,  Boston. 

A thirty-minute  power  breakdown  Thurs- 
day left  theatres  dark  and  patrons  some- 
what restless. 

Friends  of  Don  Sweeney,  former  ad  sales 
manager  at  the  local  Paramount  exchange 
until  it  was  dissolved,  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  Don  has  been  given  a position  in  the 
ad  sales  department  of  Paramount  in 
Boston. 

Returning  vacationers : Nathan  A.  Press, 
assistant  manager  at  the  State  Theatre; 
Dick  Woodbury,  Sunday  Telegram  film 
editor;  Mary  Siteman,  candy  girl  at  the 
State,  and  Chelsea  Waldron,  State  pro- 
jectionist, who  has  been  spending  a week 
at  his  Sebago  Lake  Camp. 

A stunt  which  attracted  considerable 
attention  from  Strand  Theatre  patrons  was 


The  Winnahl — 

George  Loukides,  assistant  manager 
of  the  Loew’s  Poli  Theatre  in  Water- 
bury.  Conn.,  winner  of  the  fourth  an- 
nual golf  tournament  sponsored  by 
the  MPTO  of  Connecticut. 


"CitadeVs"  Author  Has 
First  Play  Accepted 

Boston — Dr.  A.  J.  Cronin,  author  of  the 
successful  celluloid,  “The  Citadel,”  stated 
in  Boston  last  week  that  his  first  play, 
“Jupiter  Laughs,”  may  be  seen  late  in  the 
winter  on  Broadway  with  Laurence  Olivier 
as  the  star.  Cronin  plans  to  spend  the 
next  half-dozen  weeks  at  York  Harbor, 
Me.,  where  he  will  work  on  a new  novel. 

Speaking  of  his  play,  which  has  been 
accepted  for  London  production,  Dr.  Cron- 
in said,  “In  it  I have  attempted  to  portray 
the  failure  of  the  individual  to  appreciate 
the  spiritual  relation  between  him  and  his 
creator,”  adding  that  he  believed  most  of 
the  world’s  evils  might  be  traced  to  that 
failure  and  its  coincidental  materialism. 

“But  now  we  are  on  the  wave  of  a big 
moral  uplift,”  Dr.  Cronin  said.  “I  think 
the  spirit  of  revivalism,  which  may  become 
an  international  experience,  is  an  escape 
from  the  atrocities  that  are  being  com- 
mitted throughout  the  world.  Perhaps  it 
is  the  reaction  from  the  terrific  world 
psychosis.” 


the  free  handwriting  readings  given  by 
Miss  Maude  Mosher,  graphologist,  in  the 
lobby  of  the  theatre.  The  management 
is  following  up  with  a personal  appearance 
dating  with  Johnny,  the  Phillip  Morris 
cigarette  call  boy,  who  was  to  have  been 
presented  in  the  lobby  and  hunting  room 
at  specific  times  August  14  and  15. 

Edward  Everett  Horton  of  stage  and 
screen  will  star  in  “Springtime  for  Henry” 
at  Walter  Hartwig’s  Playhouse  at  Ogunquit 
the  week  of  August  21  . . . Madge  Evans 
completed  a week’s  engagement  at  the 
Deertrees  Theatre  August  12,  starring  in 
“Pride  and  Prejudice.”  While  there  she 
was  made  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Portland  Theatrical  Guild. 


J^ARRAGANSETT  Track  opened  again 
Monday  for  a thirty-day  summer 
meet.  Rhode  Island  theatre  men  are  an- 
ticipating the  usual  drop  in  grosses  dur- 
ing the  period  with  matinee  business  par- 
ticularly suffering. 

RKO-Albee  reopened  for  fall  Thursday 
with  “Bachelor  Mother”  and  “Saint  in 
London”  as  initial  dual  bill.  District  Man- 
ager Harry  McDonald  was  in  town  to  see 
that  the  front  was  brightened  up  and  ev- 
erything in  shipshape  for  opening.  William 
McCourt,  acting  manager  at  the  house 
when  it  closed  lat  in  May,  again  will  take 
over  the  managerial  desk  during  the  first 
few  weeks  of  the  season,  with  William 
Cavanaugh  scheduled  to  come  here  from 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  early  in  the  fall. 

Fay’s  Theatre  at  present  plans  to  get 
open  again  for  fall  and  winter  September  1. 
Sam  Kaufman,  resident  manager  of  that 
house,  is  substituting  for  A1  Clarke,  man- 
ager of  the  Carlton,  while  Clarke  takes  a 
two- week  vacation. 

Two  first-run  managers  hack  on  the  job 
Monday  and  finding  it  hard  to  get  their 
land  legs  again  after  vacations  on  the 
briny.  Bernard  Fay  of  the  Majestic,  spent 
a week  on  an  ocean  cruise.  Edward  L. 
Reed  of  Strand  took  ten  days  for  a sword- 
fishing trip  off  Block  Islayid  and  reports 
a 3‘10-pound  beauty  landed  by  his  boat 
and  buddies,  one  of  the  largest  catches 
brought  in  o^n  the  Island  this  month. 

The  Metropolitan  Theatre  lights  up  for 
a week  this  Sunday  with  “Avdalas  the 
Great”  (George  Avdalas,  Greek  magician) 
playing  matinee  and  night  performances 
with  a 15-person  magic  unit.  Avdalas  has 
leased  the  house  for  the  week  and  expects 
to  get  principal  patronage  from  delegates 
to  AHEPPA  (Greek  organization)  con- 
vention taking  place  here  next  week. 

Manager  Ed  McBride  of  Loew’s  State 
took  Robert  L.  Wheeler,  Providence  Sun- 
day Journal  staff  man,  to  New  Haven  last 
Wednesday  so  that  Wheeler  might  inter- 
view Mickey  Rooney  on  his  personal  ap- 
pearance there  that  day.  A two-column 
interview  with  photo  in  Sunday  Journal 
theatre  section  resulted,  giving  a nice  bit 
of  advance  publicity  for  “Wizard  of  Oz” 
opening  at  the  State  Friday. 

Johnny  Piechota,  assistant  manager  at 
E.  M.  Loew’s  Capitol,  Pawtucket,  is  back 
on  the  job  there  after  spending  most  of 
the  past  month  as  relief  manager  here. 
First,  he  pinch-hit  for  Henry  Tobin,  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  Olympia,  and  then  for 
Cy  Silverblatt,  manager  of  Loew’s  Capitol, 
while  Tobin  and  Silverblatt  took  their  an- 
nual vacations. 


Cinema  Club  Dance 

Boston — The  Boston  Cinema  Club  v/ill 
hold  a film  district  dinner- dance  early 
next  year,  probably  in  March,  according 
to  William  J.  Cuddy  who  is  president  of 
the  bookers’  fraternity.  Preliminary  plans 
will  be  discussed  at  a meeting  in  Septem- 
ber, the  first  in  several  months. 
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Question  Kent  in 
Anti-Trust  Suit 

'Continued  from  page  106) 
tors?”  queried  Ryan. 

“Not  necessarily.” 

“Doesn’t  it  tend  to  limit  competition  to 
the  extent  of  the  pictures  that  are  forced 
on  the  exhibitor?” 

“I  do  not  believe  so.” 

Films  Draw  5,000,000  Daily 

Ryan  wanted  to  know  if  the  motion 
picture  was  “a  thing  of  importance  to  the 
life  of  this  country.” 

“I  would  say  it  is  very  important  from 
the  standpoint  of  its  being  one  of  the 
greatest  means  of  popular  priced  enter- 
tainment that  we  have  in  the  country,  and 
to  the  extent  that  entertainment  is  a 
necessity  it  is  important.” 

“Is  it  important  as  a source  of  educa- 
tion?” 

“Well,  certain  parts,  the  majority  of 
our  feature  motion  pictures  are  made  for 
entertainment  purposes  and  not  education. 
We  make  educational  subjects,  such  as 
news  weeklies,  and  films  on  subjects  that 
are  educational  in  character  or  a combina- 
tion of  education  and  entertainment.” 

“Well,  is  it  fair  to  say  that,  whether 
the  motion  picture  is  put  out  for  educa- 
tional purposes  or  not,  that  persons  will 
receive  a majority  of  the  impressions  that 
they  receive  through  senses  they  will  re- 
ceive them  through  their  eyes?”  ques- 
tioned Attorney  Ryan. 

“Well,  I am  no  authority  on  what  por- 
tion of  the  senses  we  receive  through  our 
eyes,  but  I would  say  that  it  is  one  of  the 
commonest  methods  of  obtaining  impres- 
sions that  I know  of,”  stated  Kent. 

“In  that  respect  the  film  will  be  edu- 
cational to  anybody  who  sees  it,  to  the  ex- 
tent that  it  is  educational?” 

“It  has  its  educational  side,  no  doubt 
about  it.” 

“Yes,  most  of  the  persons  who  see  films 
are  fairly  young  in  life,  are  they  not?” 

“No,  I would  say  that  the  average  of 
our  audience  will  be  from  16  to  40,  the 
percentage  of  children  being  much  smal- 
ler than  it  used  to  be.” 

“Would  it  be  fair  to  say  that  a majority 
of  the  people  who  wdtness  photoplays  are 
under  25  years  of  age?” 

“Well,  I don’t  know  that  I would  be  an 
authority  on  that,  I would  say  it  would  be 
pretty  much  50-50,  under  and  over.” 

“How  many  people  attend  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  daily?” 

“Well,  I haven’t  heard  all  kinds  of  fig- 
ures quoted.” 

“Have  you  ever  satisfied  yourself  as  to 
any  figures,  so  you  can  make  a statement, 
at  any  time?” 

“Well—” 

Here  the  defendant  was  interrupted  by 
Mr.  McClennen.  "Before  that,  will  you  make 
that  a little  more  definite?  It  suggests  the 
possibility  that  you  mean  for  people  going 
daily  to  photoplays.  What  I infer,  on  a 
given  day,  how  many  people  go  to  moving 
pictures.” 

“That  is  it  exactly,”  stated  Ryan. 

“I  have  heard  the  statement  made  that 
half  the  population  of  the  country  will  go 
within  a week’s  time  to  a motion  picture. 


gCREEN  ACTOR  TOM  KEENE,  with  his 
wife  and  a troupe  accompanying  him 
on  a personal  appearance  tour,  recently 
spent  a few  days  vacation  at  The  Weirs, 
popular  summer  resort.  They  had  played 
last  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  after  their  rest, 
headed  for  Claremont,  this  state.  They 
have  appeared  in  29  states  thus  far. 

The  following  summer  theatres  are  busy 
in  New  Hampshire:  Farragut  Players,  Rye 
Beach;  The  Bandstormers,  Tamworth; 
Actor -Associates,  East  Jaffrey,  and  Keene 
Summer  Theatre,  Keene. 

A new  carpet  adorns  the  lobby  of  the 
Colonial  in  Laconia. 

John  P.  T.  Bennett  jr.,  former  Ports- 
mouth boy,  graduate  of  the  University  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  now  studying  to  be 
a film  director  at  the  Hollywood  Motion 
Picture  Institute,  was  married  to  Miss  Ar- 
line  L.  Parsons,  recently,  in  Yuma,  Ariz. 

“Derby  Nights”  are  reported  to  be  draw- 
ing well  on  Wednesday  nights  at  the  Pal- 
ace in  Penacook. 

Cheshire  Fair,  Inc.,  which  will  stage  its 
annual  three-day  fair  at  Safford  Park, 
August  25-27,  has  elected  Arthur  Whitcomb 
a?id  Elwyn  Damon,  both  of  Keene,  as  di- 
rectors. 

Jimmy  Irwin,  manager  of  the  Winni- 


That  would  be  about  60,000,000  people.  I 
personally  think  that  is  too  high.  I doubt 
if  our  industry  plays  to  more  than  a third 
of  the  population  of  the  country  each 
week.  That  is  purely  a matter  of  opinion,” 
answered  Kent. 

“That  would  be  something  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  5,000,000  a day?” 

“Five  million  a day.” 

“Has  the  motion  picture  a value  as  an 
advertising  or  sales  medium?” 

“Well,  they  say  it  has  a value,  but  I do 
not  believe  that  advertising  has  any  place 
in  motion  pictures.” 

“Has  it  been  found  to  be  the  experience 
or  thought  that  the  American  motion  pic- 
ture is  a great  salesman  of  American 
goods  in  foreign  countries,  merely  because 
of  what  is  shown  in  the  picture?” 

“I  think  that  there  is  a great  deal  of 
truth  in  that,  that  the  American  motion 
picture  has  had  a bearing  on  distribution 
of  merchandise,  such  as  automobiles  and 
things  of  that  kind  all  over  the  world  that 
would  be  first  seen  in  American  motion 
pictures,  but  that  was  not  the  primary  ob- 
ject, of  course. 

“The  primary  object  being  entertain- 
ment?” asked.  Ryan. 

“The  primary  object  being  entertain- 
ment,” agreed  Kent. 


Script  Linda  Ware  Starrer 

PIOLLYwooD — Jerry  Horwin  and  Dorothy 
Kilgallan  scripting  “A  Star  in  Manhattan,” 
a Charles  R.  Rogers  production  which  will 
feature  14-year-old  Linda  Ware. 


“Green  Hell"  New  Title 

Hollywood — “South  of  the  Amazon,” 
Famous  Productions-Universal  pictm-e,  has 
been  retitled  “Green  Hell.” 


pesaukee  Gardens,  summer  dance-film 
magnet  at  the  Weirs,  lured  many  of  the 
crowd  at  the  national  motorcycle  cham- 
pionship races  staged  at  the  nearby  Mt. 
Belknap  Recreation  Area,  by  presenting  a 
cup  to  “Miss  Motorcycle  1939.”  Miss 
Blanche  B.  Craigle  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  won 
the  title. 

“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  had  repeat  show- 
ings at  Memorial  Hall  in  Wolfeboro  and 
Pineland  Hall  in  Center  Ossipee,  both 
operated  by  Ansel  B.  Sanboryi. 

“William  Tibbett,”  young  actor  with  the 
Peterborough  Players  this  summer,  has 
been  revealed  as  Lawrence  Tibbett  jr.,  who 
is  keeping  his  identity  dark  in  an  effort 
to  make  good  on  his  own. 

M.  H.  Hapgood  of  the  Broadway  The- 
atre, Dover,  is  getting  a bigger  kick  out 
of  his  airwave  programs  since  winning  a 
fme  radio  set,  one  of  the  major  prizes 
awarded  at  the  Ossipee  Rotary  Fair. 

Freeman  Hammond,  director  of  the 
Keene  Summer  Theatre,  described  the 
growth  of  the  enterprise  in  a talk  before 
the  Keene  Rotary  Club. 

It  cost  a Manchester  youth  $14.70  in 
court  to  learn  that  a Manchester  picture 
theatre  was  not  the  place  to  make  unwel- 
come flirtatious  gestures  toward  a woman 
patron. 


J^ATT  L.  SAUNDERS,  Loew-Poli  mana- 
ger, was  the  involuntary  donor  of  a 
Packard  touring  car  to  a bandit  for  use 
in  the  holdup  of  a dairy.  Matt  got  the  car 
back. 

Morris  Jacobson,  general  manager  of 
the  Strand  circuit,  is  back  from  a vaca- 
tion at  Monticello. 

Manager  Howard  Pettengill  of  the  War- 
ner offered  a five-dollar  bill  to  any  sin- 
gle woman  who  would  sit  alone  in  his 
theatre  through  a midnight  preview  of 
“Tire  Island  of  Lost  Men.” 

American  Legion  parades  came  just  right 
to  kill  Friday  night  and  Saturday  mati- 
nee business  for  the  doiontown  theatres. 

'The  summer  theatres  are  nearing  the 
end  of  a season  that  hasn’t  been  too  much 
to  brag  about,  even  though  they  are  not 
closing  in  the  red. 

Esther  Ralston,  sileyit  film  era  actress, 
was  married  at  Greenwich  to  Ted  Lloyd, 
radio  commentator. 

Warner  covered  the  front  of  the  house 
with  advertising  for  the  first  time  in  years. 
The  picture,  “Each  Dawn  I Die,”  was  held 
three  extra  days. 

Jack  Sidney,  Loew-Poli  assistarit,  is  con- 
sidering an  automobile  trip  to  Hollywood. 

Tony  Massella  entertained  Tex  Fletcher 
with  an  Italian  dinner  at  his  home  when 
the  cowboy  star  was  doing  a personal  ap- 
pearance at  the  Globe  where  Tony  is  as- 
sistant manager. 
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SOUTHEASTERN  EXHIBITORS  CALL  UPON  MAJORS 
TO  CEASE  "CIRCUMVENTION"  OF  CANCELLATION 

Charge  Movement  to  Kill  Long  and  Griffith  Circuits 

Selectivity  Benefits 

Via  Rental  Hikes  Targets  in  Frels  Sui t 


By  LEE  PUHRMAN 

Atlanta — Accusations  that  distributors 
are  seeking  to  increase  their  film  rentals 
by  20  per  cent  in  order  to  nullify  the  20 
per  cent  cancellation  provision  of  the  film 
trade  practice  code  highlighted  the  meet- 
ing here  of  the  directorate  of  the  South- 
eastern Theatre  Owners  Ass’n. 

Introduced  by  Mitchell  Wolfson  of  the 
Wolfson-Meyer  interests  in  Miami  to  the 
75  association  members  and  officials  pres- 
ent, a resolution  condemning  the  alleged 
practice  was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  resolution: 

“We  are  opposed  to  the  principle  of  dis- 
tributors and  producers  of  motion  pictures 
adding  20  per  cent  to  the  cost  of  film 
rentals  to  make  up  for  20  per  cent  elimi- 
nation of  motion  pictures  which  is  con- 
templated being  granted  the  exhibitors 
under  the  industry’s  proposed  fair  code, 
which  provides,  among  other  things,  a se- 
lectivity on  the  part  of  exhibitors.” 

The  resolution  also  opposed  the  forced 
sale  of  shorts  as  a prerequisite  for  the  pur- 
chase of  feature  films. 

Various  opinions  were  expressed  con- 
cerning the  Neely  bill,  which  has  passed 
the  senate,  and  which  would  force  distrib- 
utors to  sell  pictures  individually  rather 
than  in  a block. 

Wolfson  made  the  point  that  “many  the- 
atre men  agree  that  self-regulation  is 
better  than  government  regulation.” 

M.  C.  Moore,  of  Jacksonville,  president 
of  the  association,  protested  increased  film 
rentals  by  citing  government  reports  show- 
ing greater  profits  for  the  producers. 

Crossville,  Tenn.,  Council 
Approves  Sunday  Shows 

Crossville,  Tenn. — The  city  council  in- 
sisted that  a popular  election  on  the  is- 
sue be  held  before  they  authorized  Sunday 
shows.  The  election  was  held  and  the  re- 
sult was  233  for  to  112  against.  Edd  John- 
son, manager  of  a local  theatre,  announces 
the  first  Sunday  shows  will  be  held  on 
August  27. 


Sunday  Show  Concession 
At  Sanford,  N.  C. 

Sanford,  N.  C. — For  the  first  time  in  its 
history  Sanford  now  has  motion  pictures 
on  Simday,  the  board  of  aldermen  having 
voted  three  to  two  recently  to  grant  per- 
mission to  R.  P.  Rosser,  operator  of  the 
Sanlee  and  the  Temple  theatres  to  show 
one  picture  each  Sunday. 

The  picture  show  starts  at  9:15  at  night. 

Sanford  is  a town  of  about  7,000  popu- 
lation about  40  miles  from  Raleigh,  30 
miles  from  Pinehurst. 


Dallas — Rubin  Frels  of  Victoria,  veteran 
of  legal  and  NRA  battles  in  this  business, 
has  filed  a state  case  against  the  J.  G. 
Long  Theatres,  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres, 
and  all  affiliated  corporations,  which  arises 
out  of  the  situation  that  Long  and  his  part- 
ner, Griffith,  are  letting  contract  for  a 
1.200-seat  deluxer  in  Victoria. 

Tire  case  was  filed  at  Victoria  in  dis- 
trict state  court  and  pleads  combination 
and  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  commerce 
contrary  to  the  state  anti-trust  laws. 

Frels  is  asking  an  injunction  against  the 
defendants  prohibiting  their  building  or 
acquiring  any  other  theatres  in  Victoria. 

In  his  complaint,  Frels  alleges  there  is  a 


Nashville — While  the  federal  govern- 
ment is  pressing  for  early  September  ac- 
tion in  its  anti-trust  suit  against  the 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  and  subsidiaries 
and  major  distributors,  indications  are  that 
additional  time  will  be  granted  defendants 
for  answer  when  the  20-day  deadline  al- 
lowed for  that  purpose  is  reached. 

Writs  have  been  mailed  to  the  following 
defendants: 

Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  Tony  Sudekum, 
Cumberland  Amusement  Co.,  Strand  En- 
terprise Corp.,  Lyric  Amusement  Co.,  Cher- 
okee Amusement  Co.,  Kentucky  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Muscle  Shoals  Theatres,  R.  E. 
Baulch,  Kermit  C.  Stengel,  Louis  Rosen- 
baum, and  all  of  the  major  distributors 
except  Columbia. 

The  government’s  complaint  boils  down 
to  the  following  petitions: 

1.  That  the  alleged  com’oinations  be 
declared  illegal  and  held  in  violation  of 
the  Sherman  anti-trust  act. 

2.  That  an  injunction  be  issued  restrain- 
ing the  defendants  perpetually  from  con- 
tinuing to  allegedly  monopolize  and  re- 
strain interstate  commerce  in  motion  pic- 
tures. 

3.  That  an  injunction  be  issued  to  re- 
strain the  defendant  exhibitors  from  en- 
tering into  any  “block  booking”  contracts 
with  the  distributors  named  as  defendants. 

4.  Tliat  motion  picture  distributors  be 
enjoined  from  booking  pictures  in  any 
towns  in  which  Crescent  and  affiliates  and 
subsidiaries  own  theatres  except  on  a com- 
petitive basis. 


mortgage  of  record  now  in  the  county 
court  at  Victoria  wherein  Johnny  Long 
and  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  agree  not  to 
compete  with  each  other  in  any  of  their 
situations  in  Texas,  the  agreement  apply- 
ing, it  is  alleged,  to  Long  personally  and 
to  any  partnership  he  may  later  join. 

The  document  allegedly  on  file  in  Vic- 
toria, according  to  the  Frels  petition,  dis- 
closes that  Jefferson  exercises  an  option  on 
the  renewals  of  the  Long  leases  in  Victoria, 
El  Campo  and  several  other  Frels  towns 
which  Jefferson  invaded  and  later  sold  out 
to  Long.  Jefferson  is  included  in  the  suit 
because  of  the  alleged  contract. 


5.  That  the  defendant  exhibitor  com- 
panies be  dissolved  and  that  their  prop- 
erties be  rearranged  under  several  separate 
and  independent  corporations  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  end  the  alleged  monopolies 
in  the  licensing  and  exhibition  of  motion 
pictures  and  to  prevent  further  alleged 
violations  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act. 

6.  Tliat  the  theatre  owner  companies 
be  enjoined  from  acquiring  additional  the- 
atres or  financial  interests  in  additional 
theatres,  except  where  the  court  rules  that 
such  acquisition  will  not  restrain  compe- 
tition or  create  a monopoly. 

7.  That  the  court  may  appoint  receivers 
and  trustees  which  may  be  necessary  to 
effect  a dissolution  of  the  theatre  owned 
companies  named  as  defendants. 

Robert  E.  Slier,  special  assistant  to  U.  S. 
Atty.  Gen.  Frank  Murphy,  is  said  to  have 
worked  up  the  case  against  Crescent  on 
a visit  to  Nashville  early  in  July. 

George  H.  Armistead  jr.  is  council  for 
Crescent. 


Clearance  Is  Major  Topic 
Of  Deposition  From  Lynch 

Miami — 'The  issue  of  clearance  periods 
was  a major  subject  in  the  testimony  of 
W.  R.  Lynch,  general  manager  of  Para- 
mount Enterprises,  Inc.,  when  his  deposi- 
tion was  taken  as  he  appeared  in  the  of- 
fices of  Henry  K.  Gibson  as  the  first  wit- 
ness in  the  pending  Miami  monopoly  suit. 
This  suit  seeks  a permanent  injunction 
against  existing  clearance  periods  and 
(Continued  on  page  120) 


Pressing  for  Crescent  Speed 
But  Delay  Is  Expected 
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Modern  Theatre  Bows 
In  Jacksonville,  Tex. 


Dallas — In  its  brilliant  setting  of  mod- 
ern lighting,  Lee  Threet  opened  his  new 
Jackson  Theatre  Tuesday  at  Jacksonville. 
There  were  no  formalities  and  no  cere- 
mony. 

While  the  house  was  filled  during  the 
afternoon  there  was  a steady  rush  at  the 
boxoffice  during  the  evening  peak  hour. 
Nearly  3,000  people  attended  and  the  take 
was  $368  at  10  and  15  cents,  subsequent 
run. 

Inspiration  and  much  of  the  planning 
for  the  new  Jackson  came  out  of  the 
Boxoffice  Modern  Theatre  section.  The 
entire  investment,  including  new  building 
and  the  finest  of  equipment,  is  more  than 
$60,000. 

The  new  Jackson  is  regarded  in  authori- 
tative sources  as  one  of  the  finest  small 
town  theatres  in  America.  In  the  lobby 
were  floral  compliments  from  the  trade 
which  Threet  said  was  the  best  trade  re- 
sponse he  has  yet  received  on  any  of  his 
house  warmings. 

While  the  first  night  was  limited  in  at- 
tendance from  film  exchanges,  a group 
of  about  30  Dallasites  added  color  to  the 
event.  Among  them  were  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
Soda  Reynolds,  J.  I.  Roberts,  P.  B.  White, 
Dave  Lutzer,  Ross  Dorbandt,  John  Stewart 
<of  Kaufman),  Roy  Tlirash,  H.  F.  Petti- 
grew, Jack  Gruben,  Doc  Allen,  Buddy  Har- 
ris, Lew  Baxley,  V.  W.  Crisp,  J.  C.  Kettle- 
son,  George  Wiltse  and  several  others  in- 
cluding neighboring  exhibitors  and  house 
managers. — CRISP. 


"European  Plan"  for  Henie 

Hollywood — Sonja  Henie  will  be  star- 
red in  “European  Plan”  for  20th  Century- 
Fox.  Manny  Seff  and  Milton  Lazarus  wrote 
the  story. 


Do  the  Fair — 

Florida  visitors  to  the  New  York  office 
of  Paramount,  snavved  in  the  Para- 
mount World  Fair  lounge.  Left  to 
right,  Harold  Hayes,  Glenn  Mulvihill, 
manager  of  the  Plaza,  and  Walter 
Tremor,  manager  of  the  Pheil  Thea- 
tre, all  of  St.  Petersburg. 

JeHerson  Halts  Gift 
Plan  at  Port  Arthur 

Port  Arthur,  Tex. — Because  of  court 
difficulties  and  with  other  suits  pending, 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  has  suspended 
Gift  Night  in  Port  Arthur  and  Beaumont. 

Attorneys  for  the  circuit  claimed  the 
plan  not  a lottery  as  the  number  of  the 
winner  was  a selected  a week  in  advance 
of  ticket  purchases.  Decision  in  the  mat- 
ter is  expected  next  month.  Meantime, 
there  are  no  giveaways  in  Jefferson  county. 


Convenlion  Date  Set 
By  Oklahoma  Allied 

Oklahoma  City — Dates  for  the  first  con- 
vention of  the  newly  organized  Allied  The- 
atre Owners  of  Oklahoma  association  have 
been  tentatively  set  for  September  26  and 
27  here,  according  to  Orville  Von  Gulker, 
chairman  of  the  organization  committee. 

First  plans  were  made  at  an  organiza- 
tion meeting  held  in  the  Biltmore  Hotel. 

The  group’s  original  plans  call  for  a 
number  of  speakers  on  the  first  day  with 
a banquet  that  evening  if  an  important 
speaker  can  be  secured.  A list  of  possible 
speakers  has  been  prepared  by  the  com- 
mittee and  they  are  now  being  contacted. 

The  committee  is  scheduled  to  meet  at 
the  Biltmore  Hotel  here  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Tuesday,  August  22,  to  discuss  the  conven- 
tion and  arrange  all  final  details. 

George  Sumner,  corresponding  secretary 
and  contact  man  for  the  group,  is  at  pres- 
ent in  Shawnee  where  he  has  temporarily 
moved  headquarters  for  his  Sumner  The- 
atre Supply  organization. 


Interstate  Will  Start 
Eleventh  in  Houston 

Houston — A new  theatre,  the  eleventh 
in  the  Interstate  Theatres,  Inc.,  chain  in 
Houston,  will  be  started  October  1 at  South 
Main  and  Bellaire,  one  of  the  better  resi- 
dence sections  of  Houston.  The  location 
adjoins  West  University  Place,  Southside 
Place,  Braeswood  and  South  Main  addi- 
tions as  well  as  Bellaire. 

The  theatre  will  be  the  nucleus  of  a 
community  center,  A1  Lever  said,  similar 
to  one  on  Westheimer,  in  Eastwood,  on 
Yale  St.  and  other  sections  of  the  city. 
A similar  project  now  is  under  construc- 
tion on  Shepherd  drive,  near  River  Oaks, 
one  of  the  exclusive  sections  of  Houston, 
and  will  be  completed  in  early  fall. 

Interstate  now  has  three  downtown  and 
six  suburban  theatres  operating. 


Williams  Theatres  Open 
New  Ashdown  House 

Oklahoma  City — K.  Lee  Williams  The- 
atres, Inc.,  have  announced  opening  of 
the  new  Dixie  Theatre  at  Ashdown,  Ark., 
last  week  with  Jewel  Callaham  as  mana- 
ger. 

Callaham  is  the  son  of  S.  B.  Callaham, 
former  owner  of  houses  at  Broken  Bow, 
Okla.,  acquired  by  the  Williams  circuit 
earlier  in  the  year. 

The  Dixie  is  a 346-seat  house  built  in 
modern  style.  RCA  sound  is  being  used. 


Dismisses  Theatre  Suit 

Knoxville,  Tenn. — In  a court  of  general 
sessions  decision  Judge  Hugh  Simpson  dis- 
missed a suit,  involving  $149.50  or  the  value 
of  an  electric  range,  against  Knoxville 
Theatres,  Inc.  and  Lever  Bros.  Co.,  soap 
manufacturers.  The  theatre  refused  to 
award  the  prize  because  the  holder  of  the 
winning  ticket  was  under  16  years  of  age. 


GUINEA  PIGS 

Have  saved  millions  of  lives  . . . These  little  rodents 
are  used  by  scientists  and  physicians  to  try  out 
something 

ENTIRELY  UNTRIED 
If  it  works,  then  it  is  used  for  humanity 

DON’T  BE  AN  EQUIPMENT 
GUINEA  PIG— DON’T  EXPERIMENT 

Let  National  Be  Your  Bulwark  of  Safety 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 


114 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  19,  1939 


Hitting  the  Big-Time 

WITH 

MILLION  DOLLAR  PRODUCT/ 


SACK  AMUSEMENT  ENTERPRISES 

Pridefully  Announces  the  Opening  of  its 

NEW  YORK  EXCHANGE 

723  SEVENTH  AVENUE 

Under  the  Personal  Supervision  of 

LESTER  J.  SACK 


to  Better  Serve  the  Eastern  Territory 
with  Its  Exclusive  Line  of 

ALL-NEGRO  FEATURES  AND  SHORTS 

and 

SELECTED  WHITE  PRODUCT  OF  MERIT 


SACK 

AMUSEMENT 

ENTERPRISES 

INCORPORATED 
Founded  1919 


723  Seventh  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 

Film  Exchange  Bldg.  109  Walton  Street 
DALLAS  ATLANTA 

1325  South  Wabash  Avenue 
CHICAGO 


EXCLUSIVE  NATIONAL  DISTRIBUTORS 
for 

Million  Dollar  Productions 


FOR  NATIONAL  RELEASE  ON  LABOR  DAY 

Million  Dollar's  Newest  All-Colored  Feature 

“Straight  to  Heaven” 

Starring 

NINA  MAE  McKINNEY 

and  Introducing  the  Colored  Screen's  Greatest  Discovery: 

JACKIE  WARD 

lO-Year-Old  Singing  Sensation 


Still  Setting  New  Records  Everywhere: 

"REFORM  SCHOOL" 

with 

LOUISE  BEAVERS 

and  Harlem's  "Tuff  Kids" 

A Million  Dollar  Picture 


AND  Million  Dollar^ldeas  in  Negro  Shorts! 

NOW!  Beginning  September  1 . . . and  One 

a Month  Thereafter 

6 Colored  Champions  of  Sports 

AND 

6 Colored  America  on  Parade 

One  Reelers  Produced  by  Million  Dollar  in  the  Major  Manner! 


NOW  READY: 

Three  Novelty  Musical  Westerns  with 

HERBERT  JEFFREY 

America's  Only  Negro  Cowboy  Star 

THE  FOUR  TONES 

And  All-Star  Colored  Cast 
"TWO-GUN  MAN  FROM  HARLEM" 
"THE  BRONZE  BUCKAROO" 

"HARLEM  RIDES  THE  RANGE" 
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Q G.  (HICKEY)  LAWING,  Carolina  ex- 
hibitor, shot  the  second  annual  Soap 
Box  derby  here  several  weeks  ago  and  this 
newsreel  was  so  enthusiastically  received 
that  Lawing  has  shown  it  in  the  Rich- 
mond Theatre,  Rockingham,  for  two  days. 
The  winner  was  Joe  McLaurin  of  Rock- 
ingham. Joe  is  in  Akron,  Ohio,  this  week 
competing  with  114  champions  from  Can- 
ada to  Panama, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  F.  Kincey  are  spending 
some  time  m Canada  on  vacation.  Km- 
cey  is  head  of  the  North  Carolina  Theatres. 

N.  J.  Calyhoun  and  wife  were  in  Ash- 
ville  for  a day  last  week.  Calyhoun  is  local 
RKO  branch  manager. 

H.  F.  Brannon  of  the  Film  Transfer  in 
Memphis  is  spending  some  time  hack  in 
Charlotte. 

Elon  Lawing  and  children  are  back  on 
their  farm  near  Troy  this  week.  Mrs. 
Lawing  is  the  wife  of  Exhibitor  Hickey 
Lawing. 

Bill  Lake  is  visiting  in  Atlanta. 


Tourists  an  Asset 

New  Orleans — Approximately  $3,000,000 
is  spent  annually  for  entertainment  by 
tourists  in  Louisiana,  according  to  a bulle- 
tin issued  by  the  state  department  of 
commerce  and  industry. 


Newlyweds! — 

And  very  happy  about  it  are  Andy 
Fiore,  district  manager  in  Atlanta  for 
Altec,  and  the  former  Miriam  Lee  Kin- 
ard  of  Bamberg,  S.  C.  The  photo  via 
the  camera  technique  of  Stanley  Hand, 
Altec  staff  representative. 


Into  Premium  Field 

Charlotte — Gene  Dyer  and  A.  L.  Stout 
have  joined  the  forces  of  Quality  Premium 
Distributors  of  Philadelphia.  They  have 
been  connected  with  leading  exchanges. 


A T IIL  A MT  A 

LOUIS  ROSENBAUM  and  W.  N.  Mitchell, 
his  counsel,  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  The- 
atre Corp.,  were  in  town  . . . J.  R.  Grain- 
ger, Republic  president,  passed  through 
Atlanta  last  week  . . . Harold  F.  Wilkes, 
Paramount  southern  district  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Wilkes  visited  New  Orleans  . . . John 
Ezell  left  last  week  for  a trip  to  Jackson- 
ville . . . Hubert  Lyons  has  returned  from 
a trip  there  . . . Roy  Martin,  Oscar  Lam 
end  M.  C.  Moore  stayed  over  for  business 
on  the  Row  following  the  meeting  of  the 
SETOA. 

Along  the  Row:  Mack  Jackson,  Alexander 
City,  Ala.;  Mr.  Green,  booker  for  Col.  Orr, 
Albertville,  Ala.;  L.  J.  Duncan  of  West 
Point,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Margaret  Storey,  War- 
rentoii,  Ga.  . . . Bill  Lake,  former  office 
manager  for  RKO  at  Charlotte,  spent  a 
few  days  on  the  Row  renewing  old  friend- 
ships. 

Guy  Brown,  who  recently  returned  from 
a deep  sea  fishing  trip  with  business  as- 
sociates at  Fort  Walton,  Fla.,  has  returned 
from  New  Orleans,  where  he  signed  a part- 
nership agreement  for  the  Atlanta  terri- 
tory for  Screen  Sponsorship  and  is  cur- 
rently negotiating  a deal  with  one  of  the 
larger  counties. 

Buddy  Chalman,  Alabama  salesman  for 
Paramount,  has  recovered  from  a recent 
illness  which  required  a brief  stay  in  a 
hospital  . . . Mrs.  Louise  Miller,  secretary 
to  the  RKO  branch  manager,  is  on  a two- 
week  vacation  trip  to  her  home  in  Dallas 
. . . Floyd  A.  Stowe,  head  booker  for  RKO, 
and  Mrs.  Stowe,  have  returned  from  a trip 
to  Daytona  . . . Mrs.  Lee  Fuhrman,  wife 
of  the  Atlanta  Boxoffice  representative, 
has  returned  from  a visit  to  the  north 
Georgia  mountains. 

Mrs.  Ira  Stone,  wife  of  the  RKO  office 
manager,  is  spending  a week  in  Daytona 
. . . Harry  Williams  is  leaving  Florida 
to  visit  his  family  in  California  ...  Ed 
Kuykendall  was  along  the  Row,  renewing 
old  acquaintances. 

Cherokee  Theatres,  Inc, 
Receives  S,  C.  Charter 

Charlotte — H.  H.  Everett  is  listed  as 
president,  Frank  H.  Beddingfield  as  vice- 
president  and  F.  J.  Powell,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  Cherokee  Theatres,  Inc.,  of 
Gaffney,  S.  C.,  to  which  a corporation 
charter  has  been  issued  at  Colmnbia,  S.  C. 
The  capital  stock  is  $15,000. 


THE  SAVANNAH  DRIVE-IN  THEATRE 

SAVANNAH,  GEORGIA 

Completely  Equipped 
by 

WIL-KIN 

Another  proof  that  Wil-Kin  can  supply  a 
theatre's  every  need  except  the  film  . . . 


WIL-KTN 


150  Walton  St..  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church.  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


"Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film’' 


Hometown  Girl 
Makes  Good 

Dallas — The  local  stage  was  much  set 
for  the  personal  appearance  of  Linda 
Darnell,  Dallas  girl,  who  was  to  fake 
the  spotlight  at  the  Palace  along  with 
showing  of  her  first  picture,  "Elsa  Max- 
well's Hotel  for  Women,"  (20th-Fox). 
Daughter  of  a postal  employe.  Miss 
Darnell  has  risen  to  the  coveted  height 
in  six  months,  according  to  critics.  Keys 
to  the  city  and  a parade  were  high- 
lights of  the  campaign. 
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It  is  with  pleasure  and  gratiiication  that  we  announce 
we  have  secured  the  franchises  lor 

PRODUCERS  DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION’S 

Entire  1939-1940  Program  of  Sixty  (60)  Pictures 
in  the  following  territories: 

ATLANTA,  GA. 

CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. 

MEMPHIS,  TENN. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

DALLAS,  TEX. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OKLA. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIF. 

Where  we  will  open  Branch  Exchanges 

OCTOBER  FIRST 
19  3 9 

These  new  Exchanges  will  be  conducted  on  the  same  high  standard  of 
honest  cooperation  and  faithful  service  which  characterizes  our  operations  in 
CHICAGO.  MILWAUKEE  and  ST.  LOUIS 
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Charter  to  Atlanta 
Barkers  Sept.  14 


Dallas  Bookers  on  a Big  Weekend — 

In  front  of  Homer  Mulkey’s  Pastime  Theatre  at  Clarendon,  Tex.  Back  row, 
left  to  right:  Cotton  Vogelpohl.  Max  Sexton,  C.  Smith,  Mon  Whiteher, 
Bill  Lowry.  Roy  Pate,  Mart  Dowell,  Vean  Gregg.  Second  row:  D.  Smith, 
Harold  Wilson,  Forrest  White,  Bob  Wilkes,  Andy  Sisk,  Dutch  Cammer, 
Sebe  Miller,  Jack  Walton,  C.  Azkinson,  Phil  Morand.  First  row:  Jerome 
Price,  Lynn  Harrington,  Soda  Reynolds,  Johnny  Cummings,  V.  W.  Crisp, 
Chas.  Kelly,  Homer  Mulkey,  T.  P.  Tidwell,  W.  Leverett,  Harold  Brooks,  Tim 
Stamps. 


By  V.  W.  CRISP 

Dallas — Film  Exchange  bookers  of  this 
Filmrow  were  more  than  royally  entertain- 
ed in  Clarendon  over  the  weekend  at 
Homer  Mulkey’s  29th  anniversary  celebra- 
tion in  the  motion  picture  business. 

The  bookers,  about  30  strong,  traveled 
in  a chartered  b\as.  The  journey  was  filled 
with  memorable  occasions.  Arriving  in 
Clarendon  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  there 
was  a cocktail  party.  A floor  was  reserved 
in  the  hotel  for  the  visitors.  At  night, 
after  eating  all  the  steaks  in  Donley  coun- 
ty, some  of  the  bookers  romanced  in  the 
town’s  well-supervised  dance  hall,  others 
saw  a grand  picture,  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln,” 
at  the  theatre,  while  others  straightened 
out  their  “differences”  in  hotel  rooms. 

Eiuring  an  easier  horn’  Sunday  morning 
the  bookers  went  up  to  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Homer  Mulkey.  There  all  the 
niceties  and  conveniences  of  life  were  be- 
fore their  eyes. 

Before  noon  the  crowd  left  for  the  Block- 
er ranch,  16  miles  from  town.  There  Lee 
Bell,  Mulkey’s  right  hand  man  at  both 
theatres,  proved  to  be  equally  as  efficient 
in  the  barbecue  industry  as  in  theatre 
operation.  The  fare  was  a half  oversize 
fryer,  lamb  and  steak. 

Returning  to  Clarendon  through  rain, 
the  bookers  sped  on  their  way  back  to 
Dallas,  arriving  at  midnight  Sunday. 

Mrs.  Mulkey,  as  important  as  Homer  in 
operating  the  Pastime  and  Cozy,  was  full 
of  that  old  Western  hospitality  and  it  was 
she  who  provided  the  tempting  potato 
and  fruit  salads  that  made  the  barbecue 
a huge  success.  She  handles  the  money 
for  both  houses. 

Up  to  Clarendon,  the  bookers  were  over- 
whelmed by  their  reception  in  Electra. 
There,  Mrs.  Marthe  McSpadden,  who  had 
wired  or  telephoned  in  advance,  had  the 
Chuck  Wagon  Gang,  the  town’s  official 
greeters  on  hand  to  welcome  the  bookers. 
Refreshments  were  had  in  an  adjoining 
confectionery  to  the  Grand  Theatre.  Mrs. 
McSpadden’s  son,  Willie,  was  one  of  the 
Chuck  Wagon  Gang  and  most  interested 


The  Hostess — 

Mrs.  Homer  Mulkey,  to  whom  went 
praise  for  her  contribution  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  bookers’  outing. 


in  the  entertainment.  The  food  was  fried 
chicken,  plenty  of  it,  and  all  the  acces- 
sories. The  chartered  bus  was  in  the  mid- 
dle of  Electra’s  Main  Street.  Tire  sheriff 
came  along  and  Mrs.  McSpadden  asked  if 
it  was  all  right  for  the  bus  to  be  in  the 
middle.  He  said,  “It’s  there,  ain’t  it?” 

In  Childress,  the  bookers  on  advance  in- 
vitation stopped  by  to  see  Rufus  Layton’s 
renewed  Monogram  Theatre  which  is  about 
to  reopen.  There  refreshments  were  served. 

The  Warner  bookers  went  up  in  their 
own  new  red  car  and  took  a side  jaunt 
to  Amarillo.  Otherwise  the  gang  was  in- 
tact. 

Rumor  is  that  trips  for  bookers  is  be- 
coming a popular  thing  and  that  in  Sep- 
tember they  will  go  deep  sea  fishing. 


Write  Baby  Sandy's  Next 

Hollywood — Paul  Yawitz  and  Eve  Green 
have  been  put  to  work  scripting  “Little 
Accident,”  starring  Baby  Sandy,  for  Uni- 
versal. 


Atlanta — At  a recent  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Atlanta  Variety 
Club,  Tent  No.  21,  it  was  announced  that 
September  14  is  the  date  tentatively  set  for 
the  presentation  to  the  club  of  its  charter 
by  the  national  Variety  officers. 

Officers  and  directors  of  the  Atlanta 
club  were  appointed  as  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  presentation,  for  which  elab- 
orate plans  are  being  made. 

The  first  membership  meeting  since  the 
club  was  organized  several  weeks  ago  was 
held  in  the  clubrooms  at  the  Henry  Grady 
Hotel  August  14.  Roy  Avey,  of  M-G-M, 
was  the  “king  for  a day.” 

The  following  golf  committee  was  an- 
nounced: Riley  Davis,  chairman;  A.  C. 
Bromberg,  J.  H.  Harrison,  O.  C.  Lam,  Hugh 
Manning  and  Kermit  Stengel.  Harry  Bal- 
lance  was  elected  chairman  of  the  On- 
to-Dallas  committee,  with  instructions  to 
map  plans  for  the  Atlanta  club’s  national 
convention  activities. 

With  membership  in  the  Atlanta  or- 
ganization now  numbering  almost  200 
men,  affiliated  directly  or  indirectly  with 
the  amusement  business,  the  officers  are 
planning  numerous  activities.  Out  of  town 
Variety  members  are  invited  by  William 
K.  Jenkins,  chief  barker,  to  visit  the 
Atlanta  clubrooms. 

Gene  Autry,  singing  cowboy,  is  one  of 
the  latest  additions  to  the  local  member- 
ship list. 


^^HILE  New  York  is  paying  around  two 
and  three  dollars  for  motion  picture 
entertainment  we’re  putting  it  all  over 
other  cities.  You  can  go  to  the  Roxy  The- 
atre, enjoy  a cool  evening,  take  your  coat 
off  if  you  want  to,  for  five  cents.  You  can 
see  a feature,  one  or  two  shorts  and  a 
newsreel.  No  token  or  welfare  tax  is 
charged. 

Cajicellation  of  112  permits  to  drill  oil 
in  Louisiana  is  expected  to  cut  into  four 
theatres’  business  which  serve  in  this  area. 
One  house  is  at  Cutoff,  one  at  Larose  and 
tivo  at  Golden  Meadows. 

John  Mortimer,  house  manager  of  the 
Liberty  Theatre,  who  has  been  in  the 
hospital  some  time,  is  improving  rapidly 
and  will  soon  be  meandering  around  the 
lobby  reading  papers  to  the  St.  Charles 
Street  Play  House. 

Just  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  the 
old  St.  Charles  Theatre  is  not  quite  certain. 
Beaver  board  has  been  placed  in  front  of 
the  lobby  and  workmen  are  eyeing  the  huge 
electric  sign  in  front  of  the  house. 

The  Sears-Roebuck  Store  in  this  city 
(Feibleman’s)  has  opened  a department  on 
its  main  floor  for  the  sale  of  “movie” 
equipment. 

Thirteen-year-old  Winifred  Nelson,  a 
resident  of  the  Protestant  Orphans’  Home 
here,  is  to  go  to  Hollywood  to  be  the  guest 
of  Linda  Ware,  li-year-old  orphan  star. 
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Ark.  ITO  Board  Meet 
Called  for  Aug.  27 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Officers  of  the  ITO 
of  Arkansas,  in  a conference  here,  an- 
nounced they  had  called  a meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors  for  August  27.  Plans 
for  the  fall  convention  and  other  matters 
pertaining  to  the  association  will  be  dis- 
cussed. Those  present  for  the  conference 
here  last  week  were  O.  G.  Wren,  presi- 
dent, Little  Rock;  K.  K.  King,  secretary- 
treasurer,  Searcy,  and  Bill  Malin,  vice- 
president,  Augusta. 

The  present  board  of  directors  are  J.  J. 
Rhodes,  chairman;  W.  L.  Landers,  J.  P. 
Norman,  R.  V.  McGinnis,  D.  E.  Pitton,  W. 
R.  Lee,  and  L.  P.  Haven. 

Barr  Is  Recuperating 
From  an  Operation 

New  Orleans — ^Maurice  P.  Barr,  for 
years  associated  with  E.  V.  Richards  in 
the  Saenger  Amusement  Co.  and  with 
Paramount-Richards  Theatres,  Inc.,  is  re- 
cuperating from  a major  operation  at  the 
St.  Charles  Hotel  here.  He  will  remain 
here  for  the  next  several  weeks  with  Mrs. 
Barr. 


Scripting  "Girl  Crazy" 
Hollywood — Bert  Kalmar,  Harry  Ruby 
and  Jack  McGowan  are  teamed  as  script- 
ers  on  “Girl  Crazy”  for  Metro.  Eleanor 
Powell,  Fred  Astaire,  Eddie  Cantor  star. 


I^ARSHALL  STEWART  is  going  right 
ahead  with  his  revamping  theatre  job 
in  DeLeon.  He  bought  new  upholstered 
seats  and  men  are  on  the  ground  making 
the  transformation. 

Roy  DeVinney,  manager  for  J.  C.  Park- 
er at  Dalhart,  was  in  town  several  days 
renewing  old  acquaintances.  He  formerly 
was  employed  by  Hollis  Boren  at  Memphis 
and  before  that  owned  shows  in  Detroit 
and  Crosbyton. 

Edgar  Laird  is  taking  to  the  road  for 
United  Artists  in  Texas,  replacing  A1  Del 
Cambre  transferred  to  another  state. 
Laird  has  been  booker  in  the  Dallas  branch 
since  Hugh  Owen  took  over  the  exchange. 

Hoping  for  rain  the  few  visiting  exhi- 
bitors here  Monday  scurried  for  their 
homes  as  dark  clouds  appeared  later  in 
the  afternoon.  They  had  a bad  hunch  to 
be  sure,  as  Filmrow  has  been  without  its 
rain  for  two  months,  although  there  was 
slight  precipitation  Wednesday. 

Film  exchange  bookers  are  the  most 
popular  men  in  the  industry  today.  Ex- 
hibitors, we  learn,  are  bidding  for  their 
time  on  all  sorts  of  entertainment  parties 
following  that  memorable  pilgrimage  to 
Clarendon.  The  bookers  are  booked  for  a 
tentative  date  at  deep  sea  fishing  in  Sep- 
tember, with  a south  Texas  exhibitor  be- 
ing host.  S.  G.  Fry  on  the  Row  Wednes- 
day said  he  wants  them  as  his  guests  in 
Tyler  next  month  during  the  Rose  Festi- 


val. He  says  it  will  be  only  a one  after- 
noon and  night  affair  and  the  distance  is 
short.  Anyway,  the  Rose  Festival  is  worth 
anybody’s  time. 

Worth  Leuthstrom,  RSiR  booker,  is  back 
on  duty  after  his  two-week  vacation.  He 
spent  all  of  that  time  with  his  young  fam- 
ily and  made  a few  short  trips  here  and 
there. 

C.  V.  Griggs,  official  of  American  Desk 
Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  theatre  seats  at  Tem- 
ple, spent  several  days  in  the  Dallas  sales 
office  this  week.  He  said  the  company 
has  just  installed  several  new  units  of 
large  machinery  to  speed  production. 

Forrest  Dunlap,  sales  manager  for  the 
Temple  seating  firm,  was  proud  that  his 
mother  and  father,  living  at  Meridian, 
celebrated  their  68th  wedding  anniversary 
this  week. 


New  Milton  House 

Milton,  Fla. — M.  F.  Green,  a local  busi- 
ness man,  is  remodeling  a building  here  for 
a theatre  to  seat  about  400  people.  The 
house,  as  yet  unnamed,  is  expected  to  open 
early  in  October. 


Ferris  to  Script  "Tom  Brown" 

Hollywood  — Walter  Ferris  has  been 
signed  to  script  “Tom  Brown’s  School 
Days”  for  The  Play’s  the  Thing  Produc- 
tions. Release  will  be  through  RKO.  Gene 
Towne  and  Graham  Baker  producing. 


MONEY  MAKERS 

^ and  ^ 

MONEY  SAVERS 

New-Matched 
SOUND 


New 

POPCORN 

Machines 


New  Master  Model  Sound  Head 


THIS  SOUND  HEAD  WITH  UNIT- 
MATCHED  AMPLIFIER,  SPEAKER  & 
HORN. 


Ask  the  Exhibitor  Who  Uses  This  Combination 

BERBER  BROTHERS 

’Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 


210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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^HE  properties  of  the  defunct  WPA  The- 
atre project  here  has  been  turned  over 
to  the  city  recreation  department  to  be 
utilized  on  the  local  playgrounds  . . . 
“Stagecoach,”  United  Artists  special,  played 
a return  engagement  at  the  new  Broadway 
Theatre  here  last  weekend. 

KTSA  tattles:  The  station  has  been  giv- 
ing local  hopefuls  auditions  for  the  Ma- 
jestic’s “Gateway  To  Hollywood”  contest 
to  find  a boy  and  girl  here  to  be  sent  to 
Hollywood  to  work  in  pictures.  Jesse  L. 
Lasky  will  be  here  in  person  on  August  23 
and  24  to  make  the  final  selections  . . . 
Edmund  Lowe,  Wendy  Barrie  and  Anita 
Louise,  appearing  in  a playlet  four  times 
daily,  was  on  the  Majestic  Theatre  stage 
in  conjunction  with  the  Lasky  program. 

Lois  Marie  Coulon,  14-year-old  accor- 
dionist, was  judged  the  winner  of  the  lo- 
cal amateur  contest  recently  appearing 
with  Major  Bowes’  Fourth  Anniversary 
Show  Unit  which  played  the  Majestic  The- 
atre. Her  singing  and  accordion  playing 
won  this  San  Antonio  miss  a nice  round 
of  applause  at  every  performance. 

Midnight  shows  last  Saturday  were: 
Highland  Theatre — “The  Walking  Dead” 
and  “The  Mysterious  Miss  X;”  Majestic — 
“Each  Dawn  I Die”  and  on  the  stage 
“Rhythm  Riddles”  with  Johnny  Fielder  as 
emcee  and  Ted  Brown  at  the  organ,  pre- 
senting cash  awards  ranging  from  $50  to 
$100.  Show  is  broadcast  over  KTSA. 

Hyman  Charninsky,  musical  director  for 
KRLD,  Dallas,  was  in  town  over  the  week- 
end visiting  his  brother,  Eph,  who  is  gen- 
eral manager  of  Interstate’s  suburban 
houses  here.  On  Sunday  Prof.  Charninsky 
journeyed  over  to  Eagle  Pass  to  sample 
some  of  their  famous  Ramos  Gin  Fizz 
of  which  he  is  quite  a connoisseur.  We 
understand  that  his  brother  and  Lee  Aron- 
stein,  skipper  of  the  Palace  Theatre,  made 
up  the  party  to  the  border  city. 

"Western  Epics  Near  End, 
Musicals  Up" — Grainger 

New  Orleans — Early  waning  in  popu- 
larity for  the  “super-epic”  type  of  western 
picture  and  a return  in  the  demand  for 
good  musical  westerns  was  predicted  by 
James  R.  Grainger,  Republic  president, 
when  he  stopped  here  for  conferences  with 
Leo  V.  Seischnaydre,  local  manager. 

With  Grainger  were  Arthur  C.  Brom- 
berg, southeastern  Republic  franchise  own- 
er, and  Claire  Hilgers.  An  item  of  im- 
portance in  the  discussions  was  the  con- 
tract with  the  Saenger  chain. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WA.SHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Lynch's  Deposition 
Fortes  Clearance 

(Continued  from  page  113) 
against  other  alleged  monopolistic  prac- 
tices of  the  two  major  theatre  chains  in 
the  greater  Miami  area. 

This  Miami  suit  is  being  brought  for  the 
Cameo  and  Surf  theatres,  two  new  Miami 
Beach  houses,  against  Paramount  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  Wometco  Theatres,  Inc.,  and 
associated  houses,  and  the  eight  major 
distributing  companies.  It  was  filed  in  the 
local  district  court  last  January. 

“Average  period  required  for  clearance 
of  a picture  in  Miami  Beach  is  eight 
weeks.  For  clearance  throughout  the  great- 
er Miami  area  the  required  time  is  con- 
siderable in  excess  of  three  months,  some 
pictures  requiring  from  five  to  six  months,” 
Lynch  stated.  (Paramount  has  three 
houses  on  Miami  Beach,  the  Sheridan, 
the  Colony  and  the  Community.) 

Contracts  for  pictm-es  shown  in  the  13 
Paramount  houses  in  this  area  are  signed 
by  S.  A.  Lynch,  president  of  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  testimony  revealed.  The 
latter  conducts  his  business  under  a mana- 
gerial contract,  the  company’s  general 
manager  said,  wliile  he,  W.  R.  Lynch,  func- 
tions as  a salaried  employe. 

During  the  two  years  he  has  been  gen- 
eral manager  of  Paramount  Enterprises, 
the  products  of  M-G-M,  Vitagraph,  RKO 
and  Paramount  Pictures  have  been  con- 
tracted for.  Lynch  testified.  When  asked 
about  the  exclusive  rights  his  circuit  held, 
he  explained  that  “it  has  been  a custom 
in  Miami  for  many  years  past  to  secm'e 
exclusive  rights  for  a given  length  of  time, 
based  on  what  their  judgment  dictated  as 
the  time  necessary  to  complete  the  run, 
together  with  such  repeats  as  were  war- 
ranted. Such  is  the  practice  at  this  time.” 

“We  have,  therefore,  contracts  which 
give  us  the  exclusive  privilege  of  rimning 
products  of  these  companies  within  a 
period  of  140  to  150  days,  varying  with 
the  individual  companies.  When  we  re- 
quire a longer  time  beyond  the  period 
during  which  we  have  this  exclusive  privi- 
lege, we  then  have  to  re-negotiate  a new 
deal  for  that  extended  run,”  he  added. 

“Individual  exhibitors  cannot  obtain 
films  from  these  companies  until  after  the 
140  or  150-day  period  is  up  unless  we  elect 
to  release  them,  or  decide  that  we  are 
finished  with  them,  and  then  it  has  to 
be  by  agreement  with  us,”  he  replied  to 
further  questioning. 

In  some  instances,  the  Paramount  of- 
fices have  acquiesced  to  requests  by  dis- 
tributors for  release  of  certain  pictures 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912V»  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 


Interstate  Is  Planning  a 
New  House  in  Denison 


Denison,  Tex. — Interstate  circuit,  with 
headquarters  in  Dallas,  is  understood  to 
be  negotiating  for  a lease  to  build  a new 
theatre,  believing  a steady  growth  is  due 
for  the  city  because  of  the  Red  River 
Dam  and  other  developments.  The  circuit 
now  operates  the  Rialto  and  the  Star. 


Expect  Night  Racing 

New  Orleans — Horse  racing  at  night 
probably  will  be  started  when  the  season 
opens  Thanksgiving  Day.  Sunday  racing 
already  is  a fixed  feature,  for  sweet  char- 
ity’s sake. 


before  the  period  of  exclusive  privilege  ex- 
pired. In  most  of  these  instances,  the 
right  to  repeat  the  pictures  in  question  was 
waived  sometimes  within  60  to  90  days. 
Such  releases  were  made  to  the  Cinema 
Casino,  when  it  was  being  operated  by  the 
Goodman  interests  (this  house  now  is  under 
Paramount  management  with  a lease  ar- 
rangement pending) , to  the  Wometco  peo- 
ple and  to  the  Edison,  Lynch  explained. 

While  he  had  nothing  whatsoever  to  do 
with  contracts  with  the  four  major  com- 
panies from  which  Paramount  Enterprises 
buys,  he  does  make  occasional  purchases 
from  lesser  distributors  or  an  independent 
with  an  “exploitation”  feature,  he  said. 

Features  have  to  be  shipped  back  and 
forth  all  over  the  Southeast  during  the 
course  of  the  run  of  a feature  in  the  13 
houses  of  the  Paramount  circuit  in  Greater 
Miami,  he  pointed  out,  adding  that  much 
persuasion  had  been  used,  vainly,  to  induce 
distributors  to  leave  prints  here  in  Miami 
until  the  conclusion  of  local  runs. 

When  the  matter  of  basis  of  payment 
for  features  shown  by  Paramount  theatres 
came  up  for  discussion,  the  circuit’s  gen- 
eral manager  reported  that  the  majority 
of  better  pictures  are  played  on  a percent- 
age basis,  which  varies  some  five  per  cent 
— according  to  the  various  houses’  capaci- 
ties and  admission  scales. 

Admission  scale  for  the  13  Paramount 
houses  in  the  area  ranged  from  a top  of 
80  cents  for  the  smoking  loge  of  the 
Sheridan  to  25  cents  for  one  of  the  older 
downtown  houses  and  several  of  the  small- 
er suburban  theatres. 

Operated  either  under  outright  owner- 
ship or  lease  are  the  Sheridan,  Colony, 
Community,  Paramount,  Olympia,  Rex, 
Roxy,  Flagler,  Regent,  Gables  and  Hialeah. 
Tlie  Cinema’s  lease  is  to  be  consummated 
in  the  near  future  while  the  Tivoli  func- 
tions under  a partnership  arrangement  be- 
tween Charles  Walder  and  Paramount  En- 
terprises this  initial  testimony  revealed. 

In  concluding  his  testimony.  Lynch  stated 
that  he  was  unaware  of  any  enforcement 
against  independent  theatre  operators  of 
prohibitions  of  double  features  or  of  the 
fixing  of  a minimum  admission  scale.  He 
also  disclaimed  knowledge  of  the  total  box- 
office  receipts  of  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  for  the  past  year. 

Additional  depositions  are  to  be  taken 
in  the  near  future. 
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ANTI-PROTECTION  LEAGUE  OF  CANADA  SETS 
MEETING  WITH  ITA  IN  TORONTO  SEPTEMBER  7 


Construction  Uptrend 
Is  Seen  in  Ontario 

Toronto — An  expansion  of  theatre  build- 
ing activity  in  Ontario  is  noted  by  the  fol- 
lowing reports  from  various  towns: 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont.,  has  practically  a 
new  theatre  in  the  reopening  of  the  Prin- 
cess by  the  independent  owner,  Charles  De- 
Paul,  after  being  dark  for  several  months. 
The  Princess  has  been  enlarged  from  470 
to  967  seats  while  the  structure  has  been 
remodeled  throughout.  The  Capitol  is  the 
other  theatre  at  the  “Soo.” 

Leslie  Gregory,  owner  of  the  Gregory  and 
Royal  theatres,  Hamilton,  Ont.,  has  ex- 
panded his  interests  by  the  opening  of  the 
Vogue  Theatre  at  Leamington,  Ont.,  the 
initial  attraction  being  “Man  of  Conquest.” 
The  Allen  chain  is  represented  by  the 
Capitol  Theatre  at  Leamington.  J.  I. 
English,  Toronto  architect,  has  prepared 
plans  for  the  alteration  of  the  two  Greg- 
ory theatres  at  Hamilton  while  Gregory 
is  well  on  the  way  with  the  construction 
of  the  Geneva  Theatre  at  Orillia,  Ont., 
which  is  to  be  a unit  of  the  Associated 
Theatres’  group. 

Work  has  started  on  the  erection  of  the 
first  theatre  at  Mitchell,  in  western  On- 
tario, by  H.  J.  Sutherland  of  St.  Mary’s, 
owner  of  a group  of  theatres  in  small 
towns  of  that  area. 

The  construction  of  the  Allevato  'The- 
atre is  rmder  way  at  Wallaceburg,  west- 
ern Ontario,  by  Tony  Allevato,  owner  of 
a theatre  at  Rouyn  in  the  mining  country 
of  northern  Quebec,  and  the  orders  have 
been  placed  for  projection  and  sound 
equipment.  The  Allens  have  the  New  Capi- 
tol at  Wallaceburg. 

Announcement  is  made  that  Frank  Fera 
of  Levack,  Ont.,  is  proceeding  with  plans 
for  the  erection  of  a theatre  at  Sudbury 
in  the  nickel  mining  country  of  northern 
Ontario  where  the  Regent  'Theatre  is  be- 
ing rebuilt  by  R.  T.  Stevens  and  another 
new  house  is  being  erected  by  Davis  and 
Turpin  of  Sudbury.  'There  are  also  two 
chain  theatres,  the  Capitol  and  the  Grand, 
at  Sudbury,  wliich  has  a population  of 
26,000. 

The  Harrow  Theatre  has  been  opened  at 
Harrow,  a small  town  near  Windsor,  Ont., 
this  being  the  first  theatre  for  this  place. 

Plans  for  the  erection  of  a theatre 
in  North  Toronto  by  V.  Simone,  proprie- 
tor of  the  local  Radio  City  and  Beverly 
theatres,  have  been  held  up  temporarily. 


Darrell  Ware  Assigned 

Hollywood  — Darrell  Ware  has  been 
signed  to  script  “He  Married  His  Wife” 
for  Producer  Raymond  Griffith  at  20th- 
Fox. 


All  Exhibitor  Groups  to 
Be  Notified  to  Attend 
Independent  Confab 

By  MILTON  GALBRAITH 

Toronto — After  many  weeks  of  organ- 
ization preliminaries  throughout  the  Do- 
minion, the  Anti-Protection  League  of 
Canada  received  its  starting  gun  in  the 
drive  for  protection  and  priority  reforms 
with  the  holding  of  a conference  of  the 
Independent  Theatres  Ass’n  at  the  King 
Edward  Hotel,  when  a resolution  of  ap- 
proval was  adopted  and  the  date  named 
for  a national  convention  of  exhibitors  at 
Toronto  on  Thursday,  September  7. 

Secretary  Meyer  Axler  of  both  organi- 
zations was  instructed  to  send  out  invita- 
tions to  all  exhibitor  associations  across 
the  country  to  this  first  all-Canada  gath- 
ering of  the  independents  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  members  of  such  bodies  in 
the  respective  provinces  attend  in  a body 
or  deputize  representatives.  At  the  recent 
meeting  a report  on  the  league’s  activities 
was  presented  by  J.  O.  Scott,  proprietor 
of  the  Weston  'Tlreatre,  temporary  chair- 
man of  the  APL.  During  the  discussions, 
which  were  held  in  private,  it  was  brought 
out  that  the  independents  will  seek  the 
establishment  of  a board  to  deal  with  the 
dispute  which  will  have  voting  members 
representing  the  independents  and  the 
chain  companies  only,  the  film  exchanges 
to  have  representation  for  advisory  pur- 
poses. Equal  representation  by  all  three 
branches  of  the  business  has  been  op- 
posed because  of  a feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  independents  that  the  distributors 
would  hestitate  to  make  use  of  their  bal- 
loting privilege  on  comprehensive  questions. 
A neutral  head  is  suggested  for  the  pro- 
posed board  and  the  independent  owners 
have  recommended  that  members  of  the 
unit  be  cloaked  with  the  power  of  final 
trade  authority,  so  that  time  would  not  be 
lost  in  referring  back  to  respective  com- 
panies. 

The  following  is  the  resolution: 

“WHEREAS,  under  the  sponsorship  of 
this  association,  the  Anti-Protection  Lea- 
gue of  Canada  was  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  evils  existing  in  the  business 
in  the  matters  of  prolonged  protection  and 
unfair  priority; 

“AND  WHEREAS,  a large  number  of 
independent  exhibitors  in  Canada  have 
expressed  through  written  pledges  their 
sympathy  and  determination  to  fight  with 
the  movement; 

“AND  WHEREAS,  it  is  felt  that  the 
League  is  now  sufficiently  strong  to  carry 
out  its  purpose; 

“BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED 

“That  a National  convention  of  all  in- 
dependent exhibitors  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  be  called  as  soon  as  possible  in 
order  that  all  exhibitors  may  express  their 


Three  FPC  Houses 
Being  Remodeled 

Toronto — The  construction  department 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  under 
the  direction  of  Ben  Whitham,  is  busy 
with  the  remodeling  of  three  units  of  the 
chain,  the  Capitol  at  St.  Catharines,  Ont.; 
Metropolitan  at  Regina,  Sask.,  and  the 
Strand  at  Calgary,  Alta. 

The  Calgary  Strand,  which  is  operated 
by  Ken  Leach  in  partnership  with  Fam- 
ous Players,  is  having  an  entirely  new 
front  with  stainless  steel  marquee  and 
boxoffice,  an  air-conditioning  plant  is  be- 
ing installed,  the  stage  is  being  rebuilt, 
the  floors  are  being  re-carpeted.  New 
equipment  includes  a screen  and  projec- 
tion machines,  while  a new  ladies’  room 
is  being  built.  The  whole  theatre  is  be- 
ing redecorated.  The  Regina  house  is  to 
have  new  front,  marquee,  lobby  and  rest 
rooms  while  similar  changes  are  under 
way  at  the  Capitol  in  St.  Catharines. 


Long-Termer  to  Sheridan 

Hollywood — Ann  Sheridan,  now  in  the 
process  of  a big  buildup,  has  been  given 
a long-term  contract  by  Warner  Bros. 


viewpoints  on  the  subject  of  a definite 
policy  and  campaign  to  be  set  forth  at 
this  meeting; 

“BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED 

“That  the  secretary  forthwith  notify  all 
exhibitors’  associations  of  the  Dominion 
of  such  meeting,  with  invitation  to  attend 
either  collectively  or  by  representatives.” 

In  the  absence  of  President  Harry  Fire- 
stone of  the  ITA,  the  chair  was  occupied 
by  N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-president,  Toronto, 
and  among  those  at  the  head  table  for 
the  luncheon  were  Mr.  Taylor,  J.  O.  Scott, 
Thomas  Walton,  proprietor  of  the  Rio 
Theatre,  Toronto,  Secretary  M.  A.  Axler, 
and  S.  H.  Falk  of  Toronto. 

Word  was  received  that  one  who  already 
has  arranged  to  attend  the  national  con- 
vention is  A.  J.  Mason  of  Springhill,  N.  S., 
past  president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
hibitors Ass’n  of  Nova  Scotia  and  chair- 
man of  the  Nova  Scotia  conciliation  board 
which  was  recently  organized  following 
the  passing  of  the  bill  by  the  legislature 
providing  for  penalties  for  alleged  undue 
discrimination  by  film  exchanges.  After 
negotiations,  the  Nova  Scotia  exhibitors 
recently  agreed  to  sign  contracts  for  new 
season  product  which  included  the  proviso 
that  such  contracts  were  to  be  voided  if 
the  act  is  put  into  force  by  proclamation. 
The  independents  of  that  province  are 
said  to  be  not  satisfied  with  this  situation 
and  the  cancellation  provision  is  to  be 
dealt  with  at  the  convention  in  Toronto, 
it  is  promised. 
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In  Reunion  — 

Three  colorful  veterans  of  the  Fam- 
ous Players  Canadian  chain  are  here 
pictured  at  their  annual  reunion.  From 
left  to  right  they  are:  Charles  L. 
Querrie,  manager  of  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre, Toronto,  for  19  years  and  com- 
monly known  as  the  “Duke  of  Dan- 
forth;"  R.  McClelland,  proprietor  of 
the  Capitol  in  North  Toronto  who  re- 
sponds to  the  call  of  “Capitol  Cutie,” 
and  James  Lynch,  manager  of  the 
Runnymede  Theatre  in  the  West  End, 
who  has  been  known  for  years  as  the 
“Reeve  of  Runnymede.”  Querrie  was 
famous  for  years  in  sport  circles  as  a 
lacrosse  celebrity  and  manager  of  the 
Toronto  professional  hockey  team. 
McClelland  also  is  a geritleman  farmer 
while  Lynch  is  regarded  as  the  unoffi- 
cial boss  of  the  Runnymede  district  of 
Toronto. 

A Different  Reception 
Awaiting  "Cavell" 

Toronto — “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  is  to 
receive  an  altogether  different  reception 
in  Toronto  compared  with  the  attitude  of 
officialdom  toward  the  previous  British 
picture,  "Dawn,”  dealing  with  the  life  of 
the  war  heroine.  When  “Dawn”  was  re- 
leased in  the  Dominion,  the  Ontario  cen- 
sor board  banned  the  feature  with  firm- 
ness because  of  the  feeling  that  it  would 
disturb  diplomatic  relations  with  Ger- 
many, although  the  picture  was  freely 
shown  elsewhere.  For  the  Canadian  pre- 
miere of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  high  dig- 
nitaries of  state  and  church  and  society 
leaders  will  bestow  upon  it  their  distin- 
guished patronage  and  many  of  them  will 
attend  the  special  performance  in  person 
which  will  be  graced  by  Anna  Neagle,  star 
of  the  feature,  and  Producer  Herbert  Wil- 
cox who  are  to  make  the  trip  to  Canada 
for  the  purpose, 

“Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  will  be  premiered 
at  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition,  To- 
ronto, on  the  night  of  August  24  in  con- 
junction with  the  formal  opening  of  the 


British  Pavilion  at  the  big  Dominion  fair, 
arrangements  for  which  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Ti’ade.  Among 
those  who  have  accepted  invitations  are 
Their  Excellencies,  the  Governor-General 
of  Canada  and  Lady  Tweedsmuir;  Rt.  Hon, 
W.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  Prime  Minister  of 
Canada;  Hon.  H.  A.  Matthews,  Lieut.- 
Governor  of  Ontario;  Premier  Mitchell 
Hepburn  of  Ontario  and  members  of  the 
provincial  cabinet;  Mayor  Ralph  Day  of 
Toronto  and  members  of  the  city  council, 
and  many  other  prominent  persons  repre- 
senting the  church,  military,  patriotic, 
women’s  and  social  organizations.  Follow- 
ing the  screening,  a banquet  will  be  held 
for  the  invited  guests  at  which  they  will 
meet  Miss  Neagle  and  Mr.  Wilcox. 

The  screening  will  take  place  in  the 
band  shell  of  the  exhibition  grounds,  in 
front  of  which  there  is  accommodation 
for  15,000  persons.  Following  the  ban- 
quet, Miss  Neagle  and  Mr.  Wilcox  will 
proceed  to  New  York  City  from  which  they 
will  sail  on  the  Empress  of  Britain  on 
August  26  for  England  to  attend  the  Brit- 
ish premiere  of  the  picture  in  London. 
They  visited  Toronto  and  Ottawa  two 
years  ago  for  the  opening  of  “Victoria  the 
Great”  when  Miss  Neagle  was  introduced 
to  a distinguished  audience  by  Col.  John 
A.  Cooper,  president  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Distributors  of  Canada,  from  the  stage  of 
the  Toronto  Hippodrome. 


Little  Theatre  “Inspiring" 

Montreal  — Canada’s  Little  Theatre 
groups  provided  an  “inspiring  and  impres- 
sive experience”  for  George  Skillan  when 
he  toured  the  Dominion  this  year  as 
adjudicator  for  the  regional  drama  festi- 
vals, he  wrote  in  the  London  Daily  Tele- 
graph. 


^HIRD  theatre  of  the  Famous  Players 

Canadian  Corp.  to  be  given  a face-lift- 
ing this  year  owing  to  the  improved  crop 
situation  is  the  Metropolitan  of  Regina. 
Around  $10,000  alterations  and  repairs  are 
planned  shortly.  V.  Armand,  supervisor  of 
construction  for  FP,  will  come  to  the  prov- 
ince from  Winnipeg  to  direct  the  work.  It 
is  plarmed  to  i-ebuild  the  front,  lobby  and 
foyer  of  the  theatre.  Men’s  and  women’s 
washrooms,  now  located  on  the  ground 
floor,  will  be  moved  to  downstairs  lounge. 
This  will  make  it  possible  to  enlarge  the 
foyer.  The  direction  of  the  stairway  lead- 
ing to  the  lounge  will  be  changed  and  the 
stairway  enlarged.  No  changes  will  be 
made  to  the  body  of  the  showhouse,  the 
second  largest  in  the  city.  The  company 
also  undertook  alterations  and  changes  to 
the  Capitol  at  a cost  of  $50,000  and  the 
Grand  at  a cost  of  $10,000  this  year. 

Moose  Jaw  and  Weyburn  theatres  felt  it 
badly  when  the  Ringling  Bros,  and  Bar- 
num  & Bailey  combined  circus  came  to 
town  in  each  center  last  week.  The  big 
show  took  plenty  of  money  out  of  the 
towns  and  showhouses  expected  to  feel  the 
dent  in  the  rather  slim  purses  of  the  semi- 
rural  public  for  some  time.  The  dent  was 
not  so  heavy  at  Regina  and  Saskatoon 
where  the  circus  also  played,  though  at- 
tendance at  theatres  suffered  badly  on 
circus  day. 


gEN  McREA,  manager  of  the  Kerrisdale 
Theatre,  has  donned  his  sea  togs  and  is 
away  aboard  his  sailing  craft  for  a trip 
to  the  Gulf  Islands.  When  it  comes  to 
the  question  of  a real  vacation,  Ken  likes 
plenty  of  salt  in  his  with  all  shore  com- 
munications severed. 

Norman  Duncan,  Strand  Theatre,  is  off 
for  the  Far  North  on  a two  weeks’  holi- 
day ajid  will  probably  bring  back  some 
brand  new  ideas  on  publicity  from  his  con- 
tacts with  the  natives  of  the  Yukon. 

Charlie  Ramage,  Regal  Films,  enter- 
tained the  Independent  Exhibitors  of  the 
district  at  a luncheon  in  the  private  din- 
ing room  of  the  Pacific  Athletic  Club  and, 
though  the  gloves  were  handy  the  affair 
passed  off  without  a foul  though  it  was, 
itself,  a knockout. 

Frederick  Guest,  Stanley  Theatre,  et  al, 
is  lingering  in  the  city  with  no  departure 
date  set,  as  yet. 

Jim  Patterson,  20th-Fox,  is  taking  his 
vacation  on  Vancouver  Island,  while  Sam 
Nagler,  UA,  is  in  the  interior  on  business. 

Jerry  Sutherland,  son  of  Dan  of  The 
Kingsway,  is  now  well  on  the  road  to  re- 
covery from  his  recent  illness. 

Mrs.  George  McEwan,  Music  Box,  has 
returned  from  her  vacation  brimful  of 
energy  and  optimism  for  the  coming  sea- 
son. 

Edward  Bickle,  Ilo  Ilo  Theatre,  Cumber- 
land, B.  C.,  is  in  California  on  a pleasure 
trip. 


Armed  with  a motion  picture  camera 
and  color  film.  Manager  H.  A.  “Scotty” 
Bercovich  of  the  Rex,  Regina,  is  off  on  a 
holiday  trip  with  his  family  to  visit  his 
aged  mother  at  Edmonton,  Alta.  . . . The 
Rex  is  being  repaired  and  repainted  from 
the  manager’s  office  down  the  circular 
stairway  to  the  basement.  Burglars 
smashed  the  walls  and  stairs  slightly  some 
weeks  ago  when  they  rolled  a 500-pound 
safe  down  to  the  boiler  room  where,  when 
it  was  smashed  open,  only  some  stamps 
and  ledgers  were  found.  A dispute  over 
insurance  responsibility  caused  the  holdup 
in  repairs. 

Peter  Price,  famed  player  of  the  Carillon 
in  the  Peace  Tower  at  Ottawa,  passing 
through  Regina  en  route  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Fair,  suggested  the  dominion  gov- 
ernment should  establish  a national  the- 
atre with  a chain  of  state-owned  sub- 
sidiary theatres  for  the  provinces.  He  told 
interviewers  he  feels  the  stage  will  be  lost 
to  Canada  otherwise  . . . His  interview 
came  shortly  before  announcement  was 
made  that  the  Sir  Barry  Jackson  Players 
will  tour  Canada  this  winter. 

Jack  Parker  and  Jack  Heron,  ushers  at 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  Regina,  were  injured 
and  spent  several  days  in  the  hospital, 
as  the  result  of  an  automobile  accident 
in  which  a young  man  and  young  woman 
were  killed. 
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L.  NATHANSON,  president  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has  added  a 
stable  of  race  horses  to  his  list  of  estab- 
lished interests.  While  attending  the 
meeting  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  he 
purchased  two  promising  young  horses, 
one  being  a filly  by  the  famous  equine  Gal- 
lant Pox,  out  of  Gravitate,  for  which  he 
paid  $3,100.  • Nathanson  did  not  make 
his  accustomed  trip  to  England  and  the 
continent  this  summer,  but  he  has  been 
making  good  use  of  his  92-foot  yacht,  the 
Thalassa.  which  has  a regular  crew  of 
eight  men. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  retire- 
ment from  the  Canadian  house  of  com- 
mons of  J.  Earl  Lawson,  member  for  South 
York,  who  has  occupied  a conservative 
seat  for  many  years,  the  reason  being 
press  of  private  business.  A former  film 
exhibitor  and  now  a Toronto  lawyer.  Law- 
son  has  done  much  legal  work  for  Cana- 
dian moving  picture  companies.  At  the 
last  session  of  the  Canadian  parliamerit 
he  vigorously  opposed  the  formation  of 
the  National  Film  Board. 

The  news  about  Clarence  Robson,  east- 
ern division  manager  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  is  not  so  good.  Seized 
with  a heart  attack  immediately  after  the 
managers’  convention  at  Niagara  Falls, 
Robson  has  been  confined  to  his  home  and 
his  condition  is  reported  to  be  serious,  a 
complete  rest  having  been  ordered.  His 
wife  is  also  ill. 

Sam  Fine  received  an  alarm  from  the 
police  that  burglars  had  broken  into  the 
Gerrard  Theatre,  a unit  of  the  B&F  chain, 
Toronto,  but  investigation  showed  that  the 
crooks  had  been  unable  to  smash  open 
the  safe. 

Harvey  Hunt,  booker  at  Famous  Players’ 
head  office,  was  forced  to  postpone  his 
holidays  because  of  the  illness  of  his 
daughter.  His  change  in  plans  enabled  him 
to  enter  the  film  industry’s  first  annual 
golf  tournament  for  the  N.  L.  Nathanson 
trophy  and  ruled  as  one  of  the  favorites. 

The  latest  report  on  the  condition  of 
Walter  Hayner,  Canadian  district  man- 
ager for  M-G-M,  is  he  is  gradually  im- 
proving, but  still  quite  ill  with  heart  trou- 
ble. 

Sam  Brent,  veteran  Toronto  sales  rep- 
resentative for  Universal,  has  returned 
from  a ’oig  holiday  fishing  trip  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Parry  Sound  and  Georgian  Bay. 
Walter  Kennedy,  exploitation  director, 
brought  back  many  fish  stories  after  two 
weeks  at  Waubaushene. 

One  of  the  few  out-of-town  exhibitors 
to  make  an  appearance  on  Toronto  Film- 
row  was  Bob  Hambleton  whose  five  thea- 
tres keep  him  busy,  hot  weather  or  no.  He 
has  two  houses  at  Simcoe,  two  at  Tillson- 
burg  and  one  at  Delhi,  Ont. 

B.  W.  Silver,  president  of  Colonial  Pic- 
tures, Toronto,  Montreal  and  Winnipeg, 
announced  that  arrangements  had  not 
been  quite  completed  for  Canadian  distri- 
bution of  releases  of  Producers  Distribut- 
ing Corp.,  headed  by  B.  N.  Judell.  Silver 


expects  to  have  plenty  of  product  in  due 
course. 

N.  Deutsch,  proprietor  of  the  Hillcrest 
Theatre,  has  returned  from  a trip  to  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  and  is  now  pre- 
paring for  his  marriage  in  the  fall  to  Miss 
D.  E.  Whitehall  of  Windsor,  Ont. 

B.  Borlak  has  been  commuting  between 
Toronto  and  Brantford,  Ont.,  where  he 
took  over  the  College  Theatre  from  Wil- 
liam Taylor,  builder,  on  a 10-year  lease. 
He  is  the  president  of  the  Paradise  Thea- 
tre Co.,  Ltd.,  operating  the  Paradise  Thea- 
tre on  Bloor  St.  West,  Toronto.  Taylor 
is  confining  his  attention  to  the  construc- 
tion industry. 

Vice-President  Paul  Nathanson  and  Gen- 
eral Manager  A.  W.  Perry  of  Empire-Uni- 
versal Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  spent  several 
days  in  Montreal  on  business  in  connec- 
tion with  the  release  of  product  for  the 
new  season. 

Manager  Jack  Arthur  is  away  on  his 
vacation,  leaving  Fred  'Trebilcock,  assist- 
ant manager,  in  charge.  “Four  Feathers” 
did  so  well  that  it  was  held  over  for  a 
second  week. 

On  a trip  to  Toronto,  Simon  Meretky, 
operating  the  Capitol,  Palace,  Tivoli  and 
Empress  theatres  at  Windsor,  announced 
a price  reduction  of  five  cents  on  the  gen- 
eral admission  price  of  35  cents  and  the 
adoption  of  a group  ticket  policy  with 
nine  30  cent  tickets  being  sold  for  $2.50, 
or  11  25-cent  matinee  tickets  for  the  same 
figure,  primarily  for  the  use  of  parties  or 
as  gifts. 

Frank  Fisher,  Ontario  branch  manager 
of  Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  has  gone 
to  the  coast  of  Maine  for  a 10-day  vaca- 
tion, on  the  return  from  which  he  will  pay 
business  calls  on  exhibitors  in  Montreal. 

"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  has  been  held  over 
for  a second  week  at  Loew’s  Theatre,  ivhere 
it  is  being  presented  six  times  daily  start- 
ing at  9:30  a.  m. 

The  Richard  Arlen  Trophy,  presented 
three  years  ago  by  the  screen  star  when 
he  was  in  Canada  for  the  making  of  “Si- 


lent Barriers,”  again  was  competed  for  by 
juvenile  contestants  in  a swimming  meet 
at  Williamson’s  Lake,  the  winner  being 
Ewart  Malcolm,  age  15. 

Donat  Paquin,  proprietor  of  the  Laurier 
Theatre,  Hull,  has  made  improvements  to 
the  house  including  the  installation  of  a 
new  screen. 

A special  teaser  campaign  preceded  the 
opening  of  “Winter  Carnival”  at  the  Elgin 
Theatre,  Ottawa,  of  which  Lloyd  Mills  is 
manager.  Card  advertisements  were  used 
in  the  daily  papers  for  a number  of  days. 

All  branches  across  Canada  of  Empire- 
Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  have  entered  the 
testimonial  drive  for  sales  and  playdates 
on  both  Universal  and  Republic  product 
in  competition  with  the  film  exchanges  in 
the  United  States  and  the  promise  is  made 
that  the  Canuck  salesmen  will  not  be 
among  the  also-rans. 

Manager  I.  Singerman  of  the  Ottawa 
Imperial  tied  up  with  the  turf  meet  at 
the  Connaught  Park  Jockey  Club  by  book- 
ing “The  Long  Shot”  for  a three-day  run. 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  was  at  the  Ottawa 
Capitol. 


At  New  York  World  Fair — 

Top,  L.  Wener  of  the  Russell  Theatre  at  Glace  Bay,  N.  S.  Below,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eugene  Verne  of  the  Radio  Theatre  at  Lo-ngueuil,  Que.,  all  visitors  at 
the  RKO  Radio  World  Fair  lounge  in  New  York. 
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Ray  Lewis  Annexes  Two 
More  Theatre  Units 


JJOLIDAYS  are  the  obsessing  preoccupa- 
tion of  the  theatre  world  including 
Filmrow.  Executives  are  earnestly  wish- 
ing they  were  over,  so  that  everyone  can 
knuckle  down  to  business  again.  There 
is  keen  competition  to  get  what  business 
is  offered  and  the  Filmrow  managers  are 
losing  no  bets,  but  are  getting  out  by 
car  to  all  the  outlying  centers  and  book- 
ing fall  pictures. 

Larry  Stephens  of  the  Snowdon  is  back 
from  three  weeks  at  a Laurentian  lake 
with  his  hand  bandaged.  Shortly  after  he 
arrived  at  his  country  cottage  he  was 
lighting  a gasoline  lamp  when  a leakage 
burst  into  flame,  and  to  avoid  a conflag- 
ration which  might  not  only  have  burned 
down  his  cottage  and  others  but  started 
a forest  fire,  he  grabbed  it  and  threw  it 
into  the  lake,  burning  his  hand  so  severe- 
ly that  he  was  forced  to  come  to  Montreal 
for  treatment. 

“Bill”  Wright,  of  the  Monkland,  spent 
his  holidays  in  Ontario,  making  his  head- 
quarters at  rorignal,  where  he  occupied 
himself  with  all  the  regular  summer 
sports,  including  fishing. 

“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  is  notv  ending  its 
fourth  week  at  Loew’s  which,  a fortnight 
ago  amiounced  its  “third  arid  final  week.” 
That  speaks  for  itself  . . . “Damaged 
Goods,”  which  has  been  makitig  its  ap- 
pearance in  different  parts  of  the  province, 
has  returned  to  Montreal  at  the  Lord  Nel- 
son. 

Maurice  Colbourne  and  Barry  Jones  will 
tour  Canada  next  season  with  a company 
of  over  40  players,  Ernest  Rawley,  direc- 
tor of  the  tour,  informs  this  correspondent. 
The  tour  will  open  in  Montreal  October  9 
. . . Ernest  Leinsdorf,  of  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  Company,  appeared  with  Les  Con- 


■pHE  Kent  Tlieatre,  Richibucto,  N.  B.,  now 
is  under  new  management,  Harry  Ad- 
kins and  Ted  Curtis  having  sold  this  thea- 
tre to  E.  A.  Bourgeois.  Adkins  and  Cur- 
tis plan  to  build  in  Ontario.  While  visit- 
ing Filmrow  to  arrange  the  transfer  of 
contracts.  Bourgeois  told  the  story  of  his 
housemaid  who,  at  the  age  of  35,  had 
never  been  to  a city  nor  seen  a motion 
picture  until  just  recently  when  he  took 
her  to  Moncton. 

“Four  Daughters”  pleased  the  theatre- 
goers of  Saint  Joint  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  Strand  Theatre  had  a return  engage- 
ment of  this  picture  the  week  following 
the  regular  run. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  Clark  of  Philadelphia, 
formerly  Grace  Patterson,  cashier  of  Em- 
pire-Universal Films,  Ltd.  at  Saint  John, 
has  been  spending  a vacation  in  Saint 
John  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Williams  of  the  Chip- 
man  Theatre.  Chipman,  N.  B.,  were  recent 
visitors  to  Filmrow. 


certs  Symphonique,  at  the  chalet  on  Mount 
Royal  which  has  drawn  aw'ay  a number  of 
people  from  the  cinemas  these  hot  even- 
ings. 

Morris  Davis,  of  the  Belmont,  took  big 
newspaper  space  to  announce  “the  sensa- 
tiotial  record-breaking  production”  of  “I 
Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany.” 

Joe  Ledden,  manager  of  the  Rivoli,  is 
so  anxiously  awaiting  construction  of  a 
new  marquee,  that  he  is  unable  to  take  his 
holidays  in  any  other  way  than  a day  or 
two  at  a time  ...  Jim  Pearson  of  20th-Pox, 
back  from  a business  trip  to  Gaspe,  re- 
ports that  the  new  theatre  in  that  town 
is  already  operating  at  regular  prices  al- 
though it  is  not  quite  completed  and  has 
not  yet  been  named.  A contest  is  being 
held  to  decide  the  name  which,  from  the 
voting  so  far,  seems  likely  to  be  “The 
York.”  Reason  for  this  probable  choice 
is  that  the  York  River  runs  behind  the 
theatre.  The  local  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
have  been  operating  16  mm.  shows  and 
these  also  are  being  shown  at  nearby 
Perce.  Other  theatres  in  the  district  are 
at  Grande  Riviere  and  Carleton. 

Gratton  Kiely,  booker  for  Warner-Vita- 
graph.  is  on  holiday  . . . 20th-Fox  starts 
its  drive  August  18,  on  which  date  two  of 
the  latest  of  its  outstanding  productions 
ivill  be  shown  locally.  “Stanley  and  Living- 
stone” opening  at  Loew’s  and  “Hotel  for 
Women”  at  the  Capitol. 

Exhibitors  who  motored  to  Montreal 
from  outlying  centers  include  Charles  Mag- 
nan,  of  the  Malartic  Theatre  in  that  north- 
ern Quebec  mining  town;  Eddie  Fassio  of 
the  Rex,  Lachute  and  Capitol,  Browns- 
burg;  Philip  Senecal  of  the  George’s,  Ste. 
Therese,  and  G.  Martineau  of  the  Royal, 
Valleyfield. 


At  a two-day  Rotary  Assembly  held  re- 
cently in  Saint  John,  R.  G.  March,  20th 
Century-Fox  branch  manager,  took  an  ac- 
tive part  by  leading  the  singing.  Other 
representatives  of  the  film  industry  in 
attendance  were  W.  W.  O.  Fenety  of  the 
Gaiety  and  Capitol  theatres,  Fredericton, 
N.  B.,  C.  E.  Staples  of  the  Queen  Theatre, 
St.  Stephen,  N.  B.,  A.  R.  Cooper  of  the 
Prince  Edward  Theatre,  Charlottetown, 
P.  E.  I.  and  Frank  Audas  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Amherst,  N.  S. 

Harold  F.  Parker  of  the  Capitol.  Yar- 
mouth, N.  S.,  called  o?i  Filmrow  ivhen  on 
his  ivay  to  Ottawa  to  take  part  in  the 
Dominion  Rifle  Ass’n  shoot. 

Harold  E.  Gaudet  of  the  Capitol  Thea- 
tre, summerside,  P.  E.  I.,  a former  go'.f 
champion  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  be  present  at 
the  Canadian  Open  Golf  Meet  at  the  Riv- 
erside Golf  and  Country  Club,  August  Il- 
ls-19,  when  the  best  players  on  the  con- 
tinent will  be  on  hand  to  show  their  skill. 


Toronto — Ray  Lewis,  publisher  of  the 
Canadian  Moving  Picture  Digest  here,  is 
expanding  as  a theatre  owner.  In  addi- 
tion to  building  the  Pylon  Theatre  in 
downtown  Toronto,  Miss  Lewis  is  asso- 
ciated with  T.  M.  Sterling,  investment 
banker,  in  the  purchase  of  the  Avenue 
Theatre  which  was  erected  some  months 
ago  on  Eglinton  Ave.,  North  Toronto  by 
Goldhar  and  Solway,  proprietors  of  the 
Paramount  and  Bloordale  theatres  in  To- 
ronto and  the  Palace  Theatre  at  Galt, 
Ont.  The  Avenue  will  continue  to  be  oper- 
ated as  an  independent  theatre. 

Miss  Lewis  was  a guest  at  the  banquet 
of  the  recent  convention  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  at  Niagara  Falls,  but 
the  news  of  her  latest  acquisition  was  not 
forthcoming  until  a few  days  ago. 


V^ITH  the  end  of  the  mid-summer  slump 
in  sight  film  men  are  preparing  for  a 
busy  fall  season  with  renewed  activity  in 
evidence  along  Filmrow  and  in  the  film 
company  offices.  With  a lineup  of  good 
films  excellent  results  are  expected  and 
everyone  concerned  seems  cheerful  about 
the  outlook  for  the  coming  season. 

Playing  the  film,  “Assassin  of  Youth,” 
Helmer  Jernberg  has  been  doing  outstand- 
ing business  at  the  Rio.  Jernberg  is  hold- 
ing the  fihn  over  for  a second  week. 

A Winnipeg-born  man,  who  made  good 
in  Hollywood,  paid  his  old  home-town  a 
visit  when  Lou  Merrill  came  to  town. 
Sixteen  years  ago  Merrill,  then  known  as 
Lou  Dilman,  left  the  city  to  seek  fame  and 
fortune.  In  the  interim  he  has  found  both. 

Of  special  interest  to  film  fans  was  the 
arrival  here  during  the  week  of  Mrs.  Lewis 
Prouty,  better  known  as  Olive  Higgins,  au- 
thor of  “Stella  Dallas.” 

Announcement  has  been  by  E.  Zorn, 
western  supervisor  for  FP,  of  change  of 
policy  affecting  the  Capitol  and  Metro- 
politan theatres.  Formerly  the  Capitol  has 
been  a single  feature  house  with  the  Metro- 
politan playing  doubles.  As  of  this  date 
both  houses  will  play  singles  and  doubles, 
alternating  with  the  Capitol  playing  a 
single  while  the  Metropolitan  plays  a dou- 
ble and  the  other  way  around. 

Grand  National’s  French  film,  “Grand 
Illusion,”  opened  at  the  Bijou  Theatre. 
This  is  the  first  foreign  film  which  has 
played  the  city  for  a long  time  . . . The 
Russian  film,  “Alexander  Nevsky,”  which 
has  met  with  critical  acclaim  in  eastern 
ce?iters,  will  play  the  Bijou  on  September  8. 
Helmer  Jernberg  plans  to  show  a number 
of  Russian  films  at  his  Main  St.  house. 

Visiting  the  city  this  week  with  relatives 
is  Arthur  Silverstone  of  London,  England, 
general  sales  manager  for  UA  . . . Martin 
Wagner  of  the  William  Morris  Co.  is  in 
the  city  completing  arrangements  for  the 
appearance  here  later  this  month  of 
“Folies  Bergere”  at  the  Walker  . . . Eddie 
Newman  of  the  Lyceum  is  leaving  for  a 
trip  to  New  York. 
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Dick  Tracy's  G-Men 

(Serial  in  15  Chapters) 

Republic  Episode  one — 30  Mins 

Dick  Tracy  pits  his  skill  against  the 
arch  international  spy,  Zarnoff,  and  it  is  a 
fight  to  the  finish.  An  appraisal  of  the 
first  episode  indicates  action  and  suspense 
is  paramount.  The  serial  gets  off  to  a 
zippy  start  when  Zarnoff  is  brought  to 
life  by  a secret  drug  after  apparently  be- 
ing executed  in  a lethal  chamber.  Credul- 
ity is  set  aside  and  it  is  every  script  writer 
for  himself.  And  what  they  turn  out  will 
make  the  kids  come  around  for  more.  The 
serial  is  packed  with  all  kinds  of  situa- 
tions and  covers  a great  deal  of  territory. 
Ralph  Byrd  is  the  super-sleuth  again,  and 
Irving  Pichel  is  the  super-spy.  William 
Witney  and  John  English  co-directed. 


Conquering  the  Colorado 

20th  Century-Fox  , 11  Mins. 

The  saga  of  Buzz  Holmstrom  who  is  the 
first  man  to  conquer  the  1,100  miles  of 
the  Colorado  River  rapids  makes  an  amaz- 
ing screen  document.  It  definitely  is  a re- 
quired subject  for  any  house.  The  reel 
is  distinguished  by  Amos  Burg’s  excep- 
tional camera  work.  Almost  unbelievable 
is  how  Holmstrom  navigates  the  terrify- 
ing rapids  in  his  home-made  boat,  but  he 
makes  it.  A thriller  all  the  way. 


China  Fights  On 

Amkino  18  Mins. 

A pictorial  account  of  how  the  Chinese 
masses  behind  the  lines  are  adapting 
themselves  to  the  rigors  of  war.  Taken 
by  Soviet  cameramen,  it  shows  how  the 
small  troops  of  soldiers  are  trained  to  face 
the  enemy  and  the  spirit  of  the  populace 
in  facing  the  dangers.  The  two-reeler 
lack  English  narration,  but  could  be 
whipped  into  presentable  shape  without 
much  difficulty. 


Community  Sing 

Columbia  (No.  1)  9 Mins. 

Bing  Crosby  fans  will  like  the  Crosby 
hit  songs  rendered  by  the  King  Sisters 
quartet.  Gene  Morgan,  as  emcee,  intro- 
duces all  the  numbers.  The  songs  are 
“Love  in  Bloom,”  “One,  Two,  Button  Your 
Shoe,”  “Blue  Hawaii,”  and  “I’m  an  Old 
Cow  Hand.”  ’The  quartet  put  over  the 
songs  in  thier  usual  peppy  style  and  Mor- 
gan has  a “come  on”  way  of  arousing 
the  audience  to  join  in  the  singing. 


The  Golden  West 

20th  Century-Fox  (Terry-Toon)  7 Mins. 

An  ordinary  cartoon  account  of  the 
trials  and  tribulations  of  the  Belle  of  the 
Golden  West.  Bad  Bill  comes  along  and 
kidnaps  the  heroine.  The  hero  and  his 
pint-sized  Indian  friend.  Dodo,  finally 
vanquish  Bad  Bill  and,  as  in  all  westerns, 
the  hero  gets  the  Belle. 


The  Birthplace  of 
Icebergs 

(Father  Hubbard's  Alaskan  Adventures) 
20th  Century-Fox  11  Mins. 

A subject  of  significance  that  will 
awe  audiences  as  they  observe  the 
vast  wonders  of  nature.  Father  Hub- 
bard is  a geologist  who  has  selected 
Alaska  as  the  field  for  his  study  of  the 
origin  of  icebergs.  The  scene  shifts  to 
the  largest  tidewater  glacier  in  the 
world  on  the  Gulf  of  Alaska.  There 
where  tremendous  chunks  of  ice  boom 
into  the  sea.  Father  Hubbard  explains 
his  theory.  According  to  the  priest,  the 
terrific  pressure  from  above  causes  the 
greatest  breaking-off  below  the  surface. 
As  he  talks,  this  phenomena  occurs  and 
it  is  a sight  to  see.  Lowell  Thomas 
also  figures  in  the  commentary.  The 
photography  is  well-handled. 


Calling  All  Curs 

Columbia  (Three  Stooges)  171/2  Mins. 

The  Three  Stooges  in  another  of  their 
goofy  comedies,  performing  their  usual 
inane  antics  by  getting  in  each  other’s 
way.  Slapstick  is  overdone  with  the 
Stooges  operating  a cat  and  dog  hospital. 
When  a prize-winning  dog  is  stolen  from 
the  hospital  the  trio  are  ordered  by  the 
owner  to  find  the  dog  or  go  to  jail.  They 
finally  locate  the  stolen  dog  and  have  it 
out  with  the  crooks  by  mopping  up  the 
floor  with  them. 


Jitterbug  Knights 

Columbia  (Color  Rhapsody)  7 Mins. 

Another  sprightly  Technicolor  cartoon 
from  Columbia.  This  one  is  packed  with 
syncopation,  showing  an  heir  born  to  the 
king.  The  son  is  a regular  jitterbug  and 
is  a talented  youngster  at  playing  several 
musical  instruments.  Even  the  dignitaries 
of  the  king’s  palace  fall  in  line  and  all 
the  knights  step  to  the  lively  tunes.  Should 
make  a hit,  especially  with  the  kiddies. 


Kennel  Kings 

RKO  Pathe  (Sportscope)  9 Mins. 

This  is  all  about  dogs — but  what  dogs 
— which  stacks  up  as  a sportsmen’s  special. 
The  reel  concerns  itself  chiefly  with  cham- 
pion canines  who  are  on  view  at  the  an- 
nual Morris-Essex  dog  show.  King  of  them 
all  is  My  Own  Brucie,  a cocker  spaniel. 
Earlier  shots  are  occupied  with  playful 
pups  usually  surefire  audience  material. 
It  makes  for  an  attractive  addition  to  the 
program. 


The  Two-Headed  Giant 

20th  Century-Fox  (Terry-Toon)  7 Mins. 

A fairly  entertaining  reel  about  the  ad- 
ventures of  Jack,  the  Giant-Killer.  The 
villain  of  the  piece  is  a two-headed  giant 
who  is  bested  by  Jack  in  a fierce  struggle. 
There  is  little  in  it,  however,  that  is  very 
original. 


NE WSREELS 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  8 

Movietone  News,  No.  95:  Japs  show  anti-Brit- 
ish feeling;  raid  floating  gambling  ship  off  Cali- 
fornia; Spanish  gold  returns;  Ttith  Congress  ad- 
journs; Roosevelt's  mother  celebrates  78th  birth- 
day; Queen  Elizabeth  visits  and  British  prin- 
cesses; aviation;  Lew  Lehr;  aquaplane  race  and 
goggle  fishing. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  393:  Congress  adjourns; 
British  start  Atlantic  air  mail;  flying  brothers  set 
endurance  mark;  California  raids  gambling  ship; 
London  biast  maims  150;  guardsmen  end  labor 
war;  the  British  princesses;  aquaplane  race,  and 
cat  putter-outers. 

Paramount  News,  No.  106:  British  Clipper  fuels 
while  flying;  Roosevelt’s  mother  celebrates  78th 
birthday;  Spanish  gold  returns;  Britain  mans  her 
fleet;  a tiny  news  item;  guardsmen  end  strike; 
Congress  adjourns;  film  stars  attending  opening 
of  Crosby's  race  track,  and  aquaplane  race. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  6:  Congress  ends  stormy 
session;  army  mobilizes  for  war  games;  raiders 
close  coast  gambling  ships;  mid-air  refueling  for 
ocean  hops,  and  aquaplane  race. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  795:  Congress  adjourns; 
troops  end  dam  rioting;  army  mobilizes  for  war 
games;  coast  closes  gambling  ships;  forest  fire 
rages  in  west;  aquaplane  race;  cat  putter-outers 
race,  and  review  of  auto  history. 


THURSDAY,  AUGUST  10 

Movietone  News,  No.  96:  Crime  war  starts  with 
Lepke  hunt;  foreign  correspondents  on  Mongolian 
front;  army  tests  new  cannon;  the  Buss’s  go  for 
a plane  ride;  surplus  cotton  used  road  making; 
new  British  warship;  the  feminine  world;  sand- 
hogs  broadcast  beneath  East  River;  the  Hamble- 
tonian,  and  ice  skating  at  Lake  Placid. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  394:  The  law  hunts  Lepke; 
Japanese  take  Soviet  prisoners;  British  salvage 
last  of  Kaiser’s  fleet;  Uncle  Sam  tests  tanks; 
nightgown  fashion  show;  diving  champs  train, 
and  the  Hambletonian  at  Goshen. 

Paramount  News,  No.  107:  Forest  fires  threaten 
west:  army  rushes  costai  defense;  jade  on  display; 
Australian  cruise  visits  New  York;  French  give 
tiny  Republic  to  Turks;  the  law  hunts  Lepke,  and 
the  Hambletonian  classic. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  7:  Poland’s  air  force  on 
war  basis:  the  law  hunts  Lepke;  highway  to 
Alaska;  fall  campus  fashions  in  Vogue;  light- 
house service  ends  150th  year,  and  the  Hamble- 
tonian classic. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  796:  $30,000  reward  for 
Lepke;  jade  on  display;  handsomest  lumberjack; 
poliee  turn  acrobats;  milady  goes  back  to  school: 
the  Hambletonian  classic:  the  Buss’s  go  for  a 
ride;  grow  beards  for  big  rodeo;  tanks  readied  for 
war  games,  and  animals  cool  off  at  Fair. 
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A 

ARIZONA  WILDCAT  {20th-Fox) 

The  best  Jane  Withers,  we  have  ever  play- 
ed. It  pleases  all  classes.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  10,  2 for  35.  General 
patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. 
— Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville, 
111. 

B 

BLONDIE  MEETS  THE  BOSS  (Col) 

Looks  as  if  these  Blondie  pictures  have 
"caught  on"  and  will  do  all  right.  Surely 
no  better  cast  could  have  been  selected  to 
play  the  parts.  A little  leas  than  average  at 
our  boxoffice,  but  believe  these  will  build 
up  as  the  series  progress.  Cosmopolitan  pat- 
ronage. Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. — 
E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

BLUE  MONTANA  SKIES  (Rep) 

Autry  may  be  the  hero,  but  Smiley  Bur- 
nette is  the  one  that  wins  their  heart.  Rather 
poor  western  that  ends  abruptly  with  Autry 
wasting  three  of  four  minutes  crowding  in 
another  song.  However,  they  all  got  up  and 
left  before  he  finished.  Republic  ought  to 
have  him  sing  a marching  song  at  end  of 
every  picture  so  the  audience  could  goose 
step  out.  Saturday.  General  patronage. 
Population:  2,600.  Capacity:  300. — J.  W.  Crab- 
tree, Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

BOY  FRIEND  (20th-Fox) 

Good  picture  of  this  type  that  Withers' 
fans  liked.  Should  give  this  girl  better  sup- 
port and  production  as  she  does  not  draw  so 
well  as  a year  ago.  Showed  us  a small 
profit.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 
Capacity:  345. — S.  L.  George,  Mountain  Home 
Theatre,  Mountain  Home,  Ida. 

BROADWAY  SERENADE  (M-G-M) 

. It  may  have  been  a serenade  on  Broad- 
way, but  on  Main  St.  in  Clarendon  it  was 
113  minutes  of  misery.  Lew  Ayres  badly  mis- 
cast. When  Jeanette  comes  down  the  bridge 
with  her  classical  "Ohhh  Ohooo"  one  of  my 
irrepressibles  shouted  "Sister,  I'm  hurtin'  too." 
Boxoffice  off  50  per  cent.  Sun.,  Mon.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  2,600.  Capacity: 
300. — J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Clarendon,  Ark. 

c 

CAFE  SOCIETY  (Para) 

Nice  litle  picture,  drew  fair  for  the  way 
times  are,  which  if  I can  tell  are  plenty 
tough.  Weather:  Good.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  800.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A. 
Kelley,  Rex  Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

CALLING  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

I don't  believe  this  was  quite  as  good  as 
"Young  Dr.  Kildare,"  but  I believe  this  series 
could  go  places.  Attendance  satisfactory. 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  900.  Ca- 
pacity: 175. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Ha- 
ven Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

D 

DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

If  this  doesn't  win  a second  Academy 
Award  for  Bette  Davis  something  ia  wrong. 
One  of  the  finest  pieces  of  drama  produced 
in  some  time.  People  all  went  away  from 
our  theatre  praising  picture,  except  those 
who  left  their  "Hanky"  at  home.  (Sound  is 
poor.)  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population: 
700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wick- 
enburg-Way Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

Very  fine  picture  to  excellent  business. 
Didn't  think  it  would  do  so  good  in  my  small 
town,  but  had  nothing  to  worry  about.  Pleas- 
ed all.  Play  it  by  all  means  Sun.,  Mon. 
Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 950.  Capacity:  250. — Don  Bloxham, 
Palace  Theatre,  Exira,  Iowa. 

E 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN  (Univ) 

Good  light  Crosby  type  of  picture,  which 
goesi  along  swell,  but  sort  of  fizzles  out  at 
the  ending.  It  seems  that  a good  many 
pictures  have  that  shortcoming  of  late.  In 
the  old  days  the  idea  was  "Be  sure  and 
send  them  home  with  a kick  in  the  pants," 
but  now-a-days  it  seems  a great  many  of 
the  producers  can't  get  over  that  last  hump. 
Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

F 

FLYING  IRISHMAN  (RKO) 

Nothing  much  to  it.  Corrigan  no  actor 
and  has  lost  interest.  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Rainy.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  800.  Capacity:  200.-- 
C.  A.  Kelley,  Rex  Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

G 

GIRLS  ON  PROBATION  (WB) 

Nice  little  program  picture.  Jane  Bryan  is 
a favorite  of  mine,  would  like  to  see  her 
more.  Sheila  Bromley  perfect  in  her  part. 
Tuesday.  Weather:  Good.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  930.  Capacity:  300. — 
Sammie  Jackson,  Jackson  Theatre,  Flomaton, 
Ala. 

GOODBYE,  MR.  CHIPS  (M-G-M) 

The  trailer  probably  did  more  to  keep  peo- 
ple away  than  anything.  Pix  is  excellent. 
If  Donat  doesn't  get  an  award  for  his  por- 
trayal and  Greer  Garson  is  not  made  a star, 
I'll  miss  my  guesa.  Admission:  40-10.  Cos- 
mopolitan patronage.  Population:  700.  Ca- 
pacity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

H 

HARDYS  RIDE  HIGH  (M-G-M) 

Not  quite  as  good  as  some  previous  Hardys 
and  the  results  showed  at  the  B.  O.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  OK.  Admission:  20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  190. — F.  M.  Baker,  Best  Theatre, 
Handley,  Tex. 

I 

ICE  FOLLIES  OF  1939  (M-G-M) 

This  is  a swell  picture.  I was  afraid  to 
play  thia  on  Sunday  change,  but  wished  I had 
after  I saw  it.  Lots  of  good  comments.  I 
think  it  pleased  100  per  cent.  Thurs.,  Fri. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population;  1,000.  Capacity;  300. 
— Logan  Hedrick,  Homer  Theatre,  Homer,  III. 

I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para) 

A very  good  picture  that  pleased  almost 
everyone.  Good  for  any  day  in  the  week. 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 


sion: 25-15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
600.  Capacity:  250. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton 
Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para) 

Audience  came  willing  to  laugh  and  man- 
aged okay  until  they  put  Burns  in  tails  and 
transplanted  him  out  of  his  "Home"  environ- 
ment. From  there  on  the  pix  sagged  and 
nearly  died  on  our  hands  before  the  finale. 
Like  Beery,  Burns  ia  another  fellow  who  does 
best  in  homely  surroundings  and  in  homely 
parts.  Played  Sunday-Monday  to  above 
average  business,  but  there  were  no  compli- 
ments when  the  audience  left.  Admission: 
40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population: 
700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wick- 
enburg-Way Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

INVITATION  TO  HAPPINESS  (Para) 

Very  good,  in  fact  better  than  expected. 
Pleased  all  and  did  better  than  average 
business.  Push  this  one,  you  won't  be  sorry. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  20-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capa- 
city: 300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer  Theatre, 
Homer,  111. 

IT  S A WONDERFUL  WORLD  (M-G-M) 

Pleasing  entertainment.  Claudette  Colbert 
has  lost  her  drawing  power  in  this  situation, 
while  James  Stewart  never  had  any  to  start 
with,  so  we  took  our  usual  Wednesday- 
Thursday  loss.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion; 2,600.  Capacity:  300. — J.  W.  Crabtree, 
Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

I 

JUST  AROUND  THE  CORNER  (20th-Fox) 

Just  average  Sunday  business.  Shirley 
not  as  well  liked  here.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 35-15.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer, 
Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

L 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

Very  good  picture  that  everybody  liked, 
many  compliments  on  it,  but  few  came  to  see 
it.  Heard  many  uncomplimentary  remarks 
concerning  Nelson  Eddy  from  people  viewing 
the  lobby  display,  and  the  boxoffice  reflect- 
ed this  sentiment.  Hard  to  understand  such 
an  attitude.  Under  average  business,  show- 
ing us  a small  loss.  We  still  aay  it  is  fine 
entertainment.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,000.  Capacity:  345. — S.  L.  George, 
Mountain  Home  Theatre,  Mountain  Home, 
Ida. 

LET  US  LIVE  (Col) 

A well  done  piece  of  highly  dramatic  en- 
tertainment that  carries  a message  as  well. 
Only  way  to  really  put  this  one  over  is  lo 
screen  it  yourself  before  playing  so  you  have 
something  in  the  way  of  a sales  talk.  Below 
par  at  our  boxoffice,  but  could  have  been 
above  if  it  were  not  too  late  now  to  take  our 
own  advice.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopoli- 
tan patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity: 
263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Thea- 
tre, Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox) 

Mr.  Zanuck  wrote  me  and  about  10,000 
other  exhibitors  a "personal  letter,"  his  first 
signed  advertisement,  on  this  picture.  How- 
ever, even  if  Hitler  and  Charley  McCarthy 
both  had  signed  a recommendation  it  would- 
n't have  increased  the  boxoffice  on  Shirley. 
You  can  feed  a jackass  more  oats  and  more 
oats  and  directly  he  doesn't  like  oats.  Tech- 
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nicolor  or  no  Technicolor,  Zanuck  or  no  Zan- 
uck,  Shirley  is  a fourth-rate  star  for  me. 
Sun.,  Mon.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,600.  Capacity:  300. — J.  W.  Crabtree, 
Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

LOVE  AFFAIR  (RKO) 

A very  good  picture,  but  did  not  get  over 
very  well  here.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good 
Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  patronage 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A.  Kel- 
ley, Rex  Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

LUCKY  NIGHT  (M-G-M) 

This  feature  was  allocated  in  the  lowe.st 
classifications  and  still  we  lost  money  on  it. 
Our  folks  just  won't  go  for  Taylor,  but  most 
of  those  who  saw  the  picture  seemed  to  like 
it.  At  least  there  were  no  complaints.  Gave 
us  the  lowest  Sunday-Monday  receipts  since 
"U  I Were  King"  last  spring.  Weather:  Hot. 
Admission:  30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,000.  Capacity:  345. — S.  L.  George, 
Mountain  Home  Theatre,  Mountain  Home, 
Ida. 

M 

MAN  OF  CONQUEST  (Rep) 

Fair  picture.  Very  poor  title.  No  drawing 
power.  Dix  did  OK,  but  the  public  wants 
new  faces.  Don't  pay  any  fancy  price  for 
this.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 

1,000.  Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer 
Theatre,  Homer,  111. 

MIDNIGHT  (Para) 

A little  above  average.  Tues.,  Wed. 

Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  200. 

— C.  A.  Kelley,  Rex  Theatre,  Custer  Citv, 
Okla. 

MILLION  DOLLAR  LEGS  (Para) 

No  legs,  but  fair  college  picture.  Noth- 
ing big,  just  fair.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
s,ion:  20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A.  Kelley,  Rex 
Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

MOONLIGHT  SONATA  (SR) 

The  playing  of  Paderewski  is  wonderful, 
especially  where  you  can  watch  his  hands 
actually  produce  the  music.  The  story,  how- 
ever, is  dated  and  the  acting  not  too  profes- 
sional by  the  supporting  players.  Far  below 
average  at  the  boxoffice.  Might  be  put  over 
with  music  students  with  right  promotion. 
Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population:  700. 
Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

N 

NANCY  DREW,  DETECTIVE  (WB) 

This  series  is  off  to  a good  start  for  me 
and  the  kids  are  asking  when  I'll  hove  an- 
other one.  Pleases  adults  too.  Try  them  out 
and  go  to  town  with  this  clever  gal.  Fri., 
Sat.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  950.  Capacity:  250. — Don  Blox- 
ham.  Palace  Theatre,  Exira,  la. 

NAVY  SECRETS  (Mono) 

Not  a bad  picture  and  had  favorable  com- 
ments. Played  on  a Tuesday  with  Cash 
Nite.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Capacity: 
600. — L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth, 
Minn. 

NEVER  SAY  DIE  (Para) 

Picture  OK.  Well  taken  by  the  audience. 
Let's  have  more  like  this.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weath- 
er: Fair.  Admission:  20-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  450.  Capacity:  250. — H.  L. 
Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo,  Kas. 

o 

ONLY  ANGELS  HAVE  WINGS  (Col) 

A very  smooth  piece  of  work  by  writers, 
director  and  actors.  All  of  it  is  believable 
and  from  the  entertainment  angle  it's  tops. 
No  better  cast  could  have  been  selected. 
Only  criticism  is.  that  ending  doesn't  bring 
out  quite  clearly  enough  the  fact  that  this  is 


the  last  flight  necessary  to  clinch  the  air- 
mail contract.  At  least  some  of  our  audi- 
ence didn't  get  it.  The  romantic  ending  is 
s.well.  Admission:  40-10.  Comopolitan  pat- 
ronage. Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. — E. 
A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

R 

RETURN  OF  THE  CISCO  KID  (20th-Fox) 

Average  picture  with  rental  too  high.  Fox 
has  yet  to  deliver  the  number  of  A and  B pic- 
tures they  sell  us.  We  always  have  to  take 
a couple  of  palookas  near  the  end  of  the 
season  to  complete  our  selective  contract. 
Showed  us  a loss  on  account  of  the  high  ren- 
tal and  shortness  of  the  feature,  forcing  us 
to  book  extra  shorts  to  fill  out  the  program. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Still  hot.  Admission: 
30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 
Capacity:  345. — S.  L.  George,  Mountain  Home 
Theatre,  Mountain  Home,  Ida. 

ROMANCE  OF  THE  REDWOODS  (Col) 

Better  than  average  program  picture.  Busi- 
ness good.  Bickford  and  Parker  do  a swell 
job.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 
Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Home  Thea- 
tre, Homer,  111. 

ROMANCE  OF  THE  REDWOODS  (Col) 

Gave  excellent  satisfaction  to  good  crowd. 
Lots  of  action.  The  fire  scenes  are  in  color. 
Swell  for  weekend.  Tuesday.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  950. 
Capacity:  250. — Don  Bloxham,  Palace  Thea- 
tre, Exira,  Iowa. 

ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th-Fox) 

Entertaining  picture  that  seemed  especially 
to  please  the  older  patrons.  Jolson  really 
seemed  to  be  the  draw  for  us.  The  young 
folks  were  inclined  to  pass  it  up.  Did  aver- 
age business,  which  is  better  than  other  pic- 
tures have  done  for  the  past  six  weeks.  Per- 
centage picture  so  we  got  out  just  about 
even,  but  it  would  undoubtedly  show  a profit 
in  cooler  weather.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  345. — S.  L. 
George,  Mountain  Home  Theatre,  Mountain 
Home,  Ida. 

s 

SECOND  FIDDLE  (20th-Fox) 

Edna  May  Oliver's  humor  and  the  skat- 
ing number,  where  Sonja  Henie  does  a duet 
with  an  unmentioned  partner,  highlight  the 
pix.  The  story  is  pretty  obvious  from  the 
start.  On  the  whole  passable,  but  not  out- 
standing. Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan 
patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. 
— E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

SECRETS  OF  A NURSE  (Univ) 

Edmund  Lowe  and  what  have  you.  My 
patronage  showed  by  its  absence  they 
weren't  curious  about  nursie's  secrets.  A 
sure  nuff  "talking  picture."  Contained  more 
conversation  in  it  than  they  had  at  the  mis- 
sionary society  the  time  they  caught  tlie 
preacher  under  the  old  maid's,  bed.  Sunday. 
General  patronage.  Population:  2,600.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — J.  W.  Crabtre®,  Paramount  Thea- 
tre, Clarendon,  Ark. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M)  and 
TORCHY  RUNS  FOR  MAYOR  (WB) 

On  a double  bill  for  Friday  and  Saturday. 
I still  did  not  have  what  it  takes  to  get  them 
in.  Both  pictures  were  only  class  "B"  prod- 
uct of  the  lower  brackets  in  my  estimation. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  40-25-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity: 
486. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Theatre,  Em- 
porium, Pa. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M) 

Wallace  Beery  continues  to  draw  quite 
well.  Some  objected  to  his  brogue.  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Ru- 
ral patronage.  Population:  2,500.  Capacity: 
500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheri- 
dan, Ore. 


SILVER  ON  THE  SAGE  (Para) 

Just  another  western  and  that  is  all  I car- 
say.  If  your  patrons  like  'em,  will  be  OK. 
But  for  me  I'll  take  something  else.  Satur- 
day. Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  20-10.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,000.  Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hed- 
rick, Homer  Theatre,  Homer,  111. 

SORORITY  HOUSE  (Para) 

Pleased  the  younger  class.  Picture  just 
so  so.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
800.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A.  Kelley,  Rex  Thea- 
tre, Custer  City,  Okla. 

SPIRIT  OF  CULVER  (Univ) 

Played  as  an  ordinary  attraction  mid-week 
and  pleased.  Drew  fair  business  and  sati.s- 
fied  those  who  came  to  see  it.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Cloudy.  Admission:  40-25-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity: 
486. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Theatre,  Em- 
porium, Pa. 

SPRING  MADNESS  (M-G-M) 

A good  entertainment  picture,  but  failed 
to  draw.  Friday.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 35-15.  General  patronage.  Population: 
600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto 
Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

STREETS  OF  NEW  YORK  (Mono) 

Must  hand  Monogram  credit  for  some  of 
their  pictures  and  "Streets  of  New  York"  is 
one.  I think  this  picture  topped  any  of 
Jackie  Cooper's  yet.  Don't  miss  this  one. 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Clear,  Admission:  25-10. 
Town  patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capa- 
city: 500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre, 
Steelton,  Pa. 

T 

TARZAN  FINDS  A SON  (M-G-M) 

A hooey  picture,  but  seemed  to  be  the 
kind  they  like  as  it  gave  us  a fair  profit  that 
helped  make  up  the  losses  we  took  on  "Mid- 
night," "Alexander  Graham  Bell,"  "Broad- 
way Serenade"  and  "Let  Freedom  Ring."  Our 
patrons  have  passed  a lot  of  good  pictures 
this  summer  and  then  thev  come  on  this.  So 
what?  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admis- 
sion: 30-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 

1.000.  Capacity:  345. — S,  L.  George,  Moun- 
tain Home  Theatre,  Mountain  Home,  Ida. 

THREE  SMART  GIRLS  GROW  UP  (Univ) 

I was  all  set  to  knock  them  cold  with  this 
one,  while  the  comments  were  all  favorable, 
some  must  have  stayed  away  on  purpose. 
The  boxoffice  take  was  only  fair  business. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Normal.  Admission: 
40-25-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 

3.000.  Capacity:  486, — A.  E.  Andrews^,  Em- 
porium Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 

TOPPER  TAKES  A TRIP  (UA) 

The  first  "Topper"  did  a good  business  but 
this  folded.  One  "Topper"  is,  enough.  Sun., 
Mon,  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  10,  2 for 
35.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,800 
Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Thea- 
tre, Knoxville,  111. 

w 

WHISPERING  ENEMIES  (Col) 

Why,  oh  why?  An  all  time  low  for  my 
house,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
20-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  450 
Capacity:  250. — H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre, 
Geneseo,  Kas. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 

Well  handled  transportation  from  original 
story  to  screenplay.  In  fact  the  transition  is 
exceptionally  good.  Praise  is  due  especially 
in  view  of  the  delicate  subject  matter.  This 
could  easily  have  been  ruined  in  the  trans- 
formation, but  it  wasn't  and  the  result  is  a 
very  good  piece  of  entertainment  with  a les- 
son served  in  a manner  the  audience  will 
relish.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out- 
Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Selling  Seati 


Showmen  Get  Behind 
"Bachelor  Mother" 

New  York — Showmen  in  key  cities  are 
getting  behind  “Bachelor  Mother”  with  a 
series  of  promotional  campaigns.  City-by- 
city, highlights  of  some  of  the  better  ones 
follow:  , 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  — A bathing 
beauty  contest  held  in  picturesque  Garden 
of  the  Gods  under  supervision  of  Don  Cott- 
rall,  manager  of  the  Chief  Tlieatre.  The 
local  mayor  and  the  mayor  of  Manitou 
Springs  were  judges. 

Louisville,  Ky. — A large  sporting  goods 
store  featured  a counter  display  of  me- 
chanical ducks,  tying  in  with  scenes  of  the 
picture,  and  a milk  company  attached 
“Bachelor  Mother”  cards  to  12,000  bottles 
of  milk. 

New  Bedford,  Mass. — The  State,  man- 
aged by  Harry  Zeitz,  ran  a Ginger  Rogers 
resemblance  and  measurement  contest, 
with  $10  going  to  the  winner.  Runners-up 
got  12  pairs  of  tickets  for  the  film. 

New  Orleans — Fifty  poor  seven-month- 
old  babies  were  banqueted  in  the  Gold 
Room  of  the  Roosevelt  Hotel,  the  menu 
consisting  of  milk  furnished  by  a local 
dairy,  orange  juice,  strained  spinach,  car- 
rots and  vegetable  soup  and  baked  cus- 
tard. The  affair  was  front-paged  in  local 
dailies. 

St.  Louis — A live  baby  pig  was  given  to 
the  first  bachelor,  man  or  woman,  asking 
for  it  by  Harry  Crawford,  manager  of  the 
Ambassador  Theatre. 

San  Francisco — For  four  days  the  larg- 
est local  department  store  window  display- 
ed three  gowns  worn  by  Ginger  Rogers  in 
the  film,  after  which  it  was  exhibited  in 
the  store’s  dress  department.  A milk  com- 
pany attached  small  cards  to  each  bottle  of 
milk  delivered  which  read  “Even  a Bach- 
elor Mother  can  raise  a baby  with  perfect 
ease  and  safety  by  using  our  products.” 


Oldsmobile-Decca  Tieups 
For  "The  Star  Maker" 

New  York  — Paramount  has  completed 
arrangements  with  Oldsmobile  whereby  the 
automobile  company  will  build  an  ad- 
vertising campaign  around  Bing  Crosby 
and  Linda  Ware,  who  are  featured  in 
“The  Star  Maker.” 

The  auto  firm’s  campaign  ties  in  with 
the  song,  “In  My  Merry  Oldsmobile.”  A 
double-truck,  four-color  ad  in  the  Satur- 
day Evening  Post  started  the  campaign 
off.  Blowups  of  this  ad,  50x38,  will  be 
provided  for  all  dealer  window  displays. 
Oldsmobile  is  issuing  a special  campaign 
broadside  listing  dozens  of  cooperative  an- 
gles. 

Thousands  of  Decca  records  containing 
Crosby’s  modernized  version  of  the  song 
will  be  distributed  and  copies  of  sheet 
music  also  will  be  available. 


Orlove  Encounters  Trouble 
With  Trick  Automobile 

Milwaukee — Louis  W.  Orlove,  M-G-M 
publicity  man  and  former  local  theatre 
manager,  was  put  on  the  spot  in  Madi- 
son where  he  had  gone  with  his  trick 
automobile  to  plug  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips” 
at  the  Orpheum  Theatre. 

Orlove’s  car  has  two  radiators,  two  steer- 
ing wheels  and  two  drivers.  When  he  ap- 
plied for  license  plates  for  the  car,  Orlove 
told  Theodore  C.  Larson,  head  of  the  state 
motor  vehicle  division  here,  he  planned 
to  take  it  to  New  York  City  to  stimulate 
theatre  attendance  there. 

Larson  thought  it  would  be  a good  idea 
to  advertise  Wisconsin,  too,  and  gave 
Orlove  a set  of  1940  license  plates  on 
which  the  legislature  has  affixed  the  words, 
“America’s  Dairyland.”  Larson  had  the 
1940  date  replaced  by  1939,  however. 

When  he  got  to  Madison  with  the  car, 
after  raising  plenty  of  laughs  in  other  state 
cities,  the  local  police  confiscated  the 
vehicle  and  jailed  the  drivers  on  a charge 
of  using  illegal  license  plates.  When  the 
secretary  of  state’s  office  explained  the 
use  of  the  new  plates  to  the  Madison 
police,  the  dual  car  was  returned  to  its 
owner. 

Twins  Admitted  Free  for 
Tieup  on  "Iron  Mask" 

Chicago — Art  Catlin,  United  Artists  ex- 
ploiteer,  was  sure  of  a big  opening  for 
“The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  at  the  Roose- 
velt Theatre  here.  Catlin  had  a tieup 
with  local  newspapers  and  WJJD  where- 
by all  twins  were  admitted  free  between 
9 and  10  o’clock  on  opening  day. 


Good  Salesman — 

Simplicity,  in  the  form  of  plain  cutout 
title  letters,  four  American  flags  and 
a color  poster  on  a black  velour  drop, 
helped  sell  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  to 
holiday  crowds  at  the  Paramount  in 
Hollywood,  reports  Manager  Dave 
Martin. 


M lU  (G  CG  IE  T % 

United  Artists  literally  scored  a bull’s- 
eye  when  it  sent  out  over  400  dart  games 
to  trade  papers,  circuit  heads  and  buyers, 
and  leading  film  critics  in  the  key  cities. 
The  gift  was  part  of  the  exploitation  on 
“Four  Feathers,”  and  consisted  of  a target 
and  four  darts.  On  a slightly  larger  scale 
the  game  can  be  used  for  the  lobby  stunt 
with  prizes  going  to  patrons  averaging  per- 
fect scores. 

• 

A neat  mailing  piece  which  resembled  a 
box  of  film  was  used  by  RKO  to  ballyhoo 
“In  Name  Only.”  When  one  pulled  the 
strip  of  paper,  scenes  from  the  picture 
were  revealed  in  sequence. 


Local  hotel  managers  in  Kansas  City 
instructed  their  telephone  operators  to 
notify  the  guests  when  “The  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask”  opened  at  Loew’s  Midland. 
John  McManus  engineered  the  stunt  as 
part  of  a general  campaign.  Book  store 
promotions  also  figured  prominently. 


The  Paramount,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  tied 
in  its  run  of  “Juarez”  with  the  feature 
article  about  the  film  in  the  July  issue  of 
Cosmopolitan  magazine.  Blowups  of  the 
magazine  cover  were  placed  in  the  lobby 
with  blurbs  attached  to  point  out  items  in 
the  article.  Stickers  with  selling  copy  were 
placed  on  newsstands  and  delivery  trucks. 


Taking  advantage  of  the  “oomph  girl” 
publicity  for  Ann  Sheridan,  Lou  Metzger, 
operator  of  the  Spreckel,  San  Diego,  Cal., 
used  800  posters  which  carried  a striking 
illustration  of  Ann  Sheridan  and  the  copy 
“The  ‘Oomph’  Girl’s  Greatest  Triumph.” 
The  stunt  was  part  of  a campaign  on 
“Naughty  But  Nice.” 

Thomas  Reilly,  manager  of  the  War- 
ner Gateway,  Kenosha,  Wis.,  obtained  a 
large  supply  of  lumber  chips  free  from  a 
local  lumber  company  and  spelled  out  the 
words  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  on  the  lobby 
floor. 

• 

A tieup  by  the  Warner,  Atlantic  City  and 
the  Atlantic  City  Daily  World,  a tabloid, 
rated  attention  on  “Each  Dawn  I Die.” 
The  special  edition  carried  a large  scene 
still  of  Cagney  and  Raft  on  the  front  page 
of  the  paper  with  the  top  of  the  page 
reading:  “Daring  Prison  Break  by  Cag- 
ney and  Raft.” 

• 

In  an  effort  to  stimulate  summer  busi- 
ness, the  Thalia,  Manhattan,  is  calling 
August  “Charles  Boyer  month.”  Program 
changes  are  made  11  times  during  the 
month  with  each  double  bill  carrying  one 
Boyer  feature. 
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Builds  Goodwill  for 
Loew  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Milt  Harris,  director  of  ex- 
ploitation for  Loew’s  here,  pulled  a scoop 
to  score  a new  high  in  local  theatre  ex- 
ploitation. 

Pour  midget  Bantam  station  wagons 
transformed  into  official  information 
booths  for  the  World  Poultry  Congress  in 
session  here,  with  100,000  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  in  attendance,  were 
parked  at  four  strategic  points  downtown, 
namely,  at  Playhouse  Square,  Public 
Square,  the  corner  of  Euclid  Ave.  at  East 
9th  St.,  and  Superior  Ave.  at  East  9th  St. 

Pretty  girls  “manned”  the  information 
booths  on  wheels.  They  were  trained  in 
“questions  and  answers”  and  they  proved 
to  be  of  real  service  to  the  visitors. 

Each  car  carried  a banner  with  “Infor- 
mation” in  big  letters.  The  banner  also 
carried  a line  crediting  Loew’s  Theatres 
and  the  Bantam  Car  Co.  for  the  service. 
In  addition,  each  car  bore  a card  announc- 
ing the  pictures  current  at  Loew’s  four  lo- 
cal houses. 


Conducted  Tom  Through 
Booth  Builds  Goodwill 

Boston— -Arthur  Murch,  manager  of  the 
North  Shore  in  Gloucester,  has  a method 
of  building  community  goodwill  that,  he 
believes,  “is  very  different  and  more  ef- 
fective than  talks  before  women’s  clubs 
and  other  such  organizations  where  the 
subject  of  booking  might  come  up.” 

“In  line  with  a recent  talk  I gave  before 
the  local  high  school  class,”  Murch  ex- 
plained, “this  same  group  came  to  the 
theatre  and  inspected  the  booth,  screen, 
and  amplifiers  back  stage.  They  were  very 
enthusiastic  about  this  visit  and  appar- 
ently derived  a great  deal  of  knowledge 
from  it. 

“The  information  this  particular  group 
of  students  obtained  is  strictly  elementary 
as  far  as  the  business  is  concerned  and 
just  gives  them  an  insight  into  movie  ap- 
preciation. It  is  my  understanding  that 
the  past  year  has  really  been  a trial  class, 
but  next  year  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
school  to  have  a regiilar  class  on  this  sub- 
ject.” 

A Showman  in  PortlandM 
Ind;  Builds  Goodwill 

Portland,  Ind.— Roger  Ludy,  manager  of 
the  Hines  Theatre  here,  has  tied  up  with 
service  clubs,  the  American  Legion,  the  lo- 
cal newspaper  and  three  broadcasting 
stations  to  promote  a “Kiddies”  Day  for 
Jay  county. 

Ludy  has  arranged  for  free  contests 
on  the  streets  hourly.  A boy  mayor  will 
be  elected  to  rule  the  city  and  will  lead 
a parade  and  there  will  be  a free  show 
at  the  theatre.  Merchants  will  enter 
floats  in  the  parade. 

Ludy  has  been  successful  in  getting  in- 
terest from  the  entire  county  and  should 
gain  much  goodwill  from  this  stunt. 

For  the  Jay  county  fair  in  August,  Ludy 
is  arranging  an  amateur  show  at  his  thea- 
tre. 


HERE  IS  WHAT  WE  THINK 
OF  THIS  PICTURE.' 

The  funniest  picture  1 
have  seen.  For  real  en- 
joyment I recommend 
see  this  film. 

E.S.BERTHIAUME 


. WAYNE  » ^ 

morris 

JOAN  BIONDELL 


KIP  FROM 


KOKOKO* 

Pat  O’Brien 
May  Robson 


NOW  PLAYING 

PEOPLE’S  THEATER 


T estimonials — 

Superior,  Wis. — The  People’s  Theatre 
here  plugged  “The  Kid  Prom  Kokomo” 
with  single  column  by  four-inch  news- 
paper advertisements  featuring  testimonials 
of  local  residents.  The  picture  of  each 
individual  was  featured  with  the  body 
sketched  in  ink  and  the  statement  car- 
ried in  a balloon.  Standard  caption  on  all 
ads  read,  “Here  Is  What  We  Think  of  This 
Picture ! ” 


"Greater  Movie  Season" 
Tieup  by  Butteriield 

Big  Rapids,  Mich. — Manager  J.  Arthur 
Simon  of  the  local  Butterfield  Theatres 
Big  Rapids  Theatre  arranged  a merchant 
tieup  in  connection  with  the  local  part 
of  the  circuit’s  statewide  “Greater  Movie 
Season,”  being  held  this  month. 

Simon  arranged  with  local  merchants  to 
tie  in  with  the  celebration,  whereby  pa- 
trons of  those  stores  received  free  tickets 
with  merchandise  purchases  to  the  Big 
Rapids  Theatre.  In  addition,  all  merchants 
plugged  the  “Greater  Movie  Season”  in 
their  advertisements  in  a special  supple- 
ment of  the  Big  Rapids  Pioneer. 


"Blind  Alley"  Plug 

Salt  Lake  City — A “fortune  teller”  to 
help  keep  patrons  from  heading  up  a 
“Blind  Alley”  was  placed  in  a booth  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Utah  Theatre  here  by 
Manager  Norman  Sprowl,  in  advance  of 
the  Columbia  Picture. 


Pre-Selling  for  "Oz" 
Covers  the  Nation 

New  York — M-G-M’s  advertising  cam- 
paign under  the  direction  of  Howard  Dietz 
for  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  rates  as  an  am- 
bitious and  effective  pre-selling  job  to 
the  public. 

Here  is  how  it  was  done: 

1 —  Pull  page,  full  color  ads  in  28  big 
city  Sunday  comic  sections. 

2 —  Full  page,  full  color  ads  in  11  national 
magazines  with  a combined  circulation  of 
over  24,000,000. 

3 —  Colorful  two-page  spreads  in  15  fan 
magazines. 

4 —  Full  page,  full  color  ads  in  four  lead- 
ing juvenile  magazines. 

5 —  Two-month  advance  campaign  in  115 
newspapers  in  53  cities. 

6 —  And  the  monthly  Lion’s  Roar  column 
which  appears  in  11  national  magazines 
and  six  other  magazines. 

For  those  statistically  inclined,  Leo  adds 
up  that  the  grand  total  circulation  of  the 
advertising  campaign  reaches  the  unprec- 
edented figure  of  91,912,853.  And  even 
Leo  admits  that  is  quite  a number  of  digits 
even  without  inflation. 

Mickey  Mouse  Club  Will 
Sponsor  Camera  Contest 

Birmingham,  Ala. — The  Alabama  Thea- 
tre’s Mickey  Mouse  Club  is  sponsoring  a 
camera  contest  for  members,  according  to 
Russell  Morgan,  assistant  manager  and 
known  as  “Papa  Mickey.” 

A “know  your  city”  theme  is  to  be  car- 
ried out  as  pictures  submitted  must  deal 
with  Birmingham  subjects. 

The  contest  will  run  four  weeks,  with 
three  winners  to  be  chosen  weekly  and 
given  a month’s  theatre  pass.  The  12  win- 
ners will  then  compete  for  $100  in  prizes. 

A Milk  Giveaway  Held  at 
Garfield  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — Tying  in  with  Gov.  Julius 
P.  Hell’s  campaign  to  increase  the  con- 
sumption of  milk  in  Wisconsin,  Eugene 
Arnstein,  manager  of  Warner-Saxe’s  Gar- 
field Theatre  here,  is  giving  away  half 
pints  of  vitamin  D milk  to  youngsters  at- 
tending Saturday  matinees  before  2 p.  m. 
The  new  giveaway  is  being  substituted  for 
candy,  badges  and  toys. 


Free  Passes  "On  Ice" 
Block  Traffic 

Boston — A1  Hamilton,  manager  of  the 
Empress  in  South  Norwalk,  stopped 
crowds  in  that  Connecticut  community 
by  dragging  up  ice  cakes  with  invita- 
tions to  "Invitation  to  Happiness."  Be- 
cause holders  of  the  invites  were  en- 
titled to  free  admissions,  passersby 
ganged  up  waiting  for  the  ice  to  melt. 

The  police  department  gave  Hamilton 
orders  to  remove  an  ice  cake  that  he 
had  spotted  on  a particular  busy  cor- 
ner. A local  ice  concern  gave  Ham- 
ilton the  ice. 
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"MAN  IN  THE  IRON  MASK"  IS  200  PERCENTER 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB);  Water- 


front (WB)  C5 

Memorial — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  wk.; 

Ex-Champ  (Univ),  1st  wk 75 

Metropolitan — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  2nd 

wk.;  Nigrht  Work  (Para)  60 

Orpheum — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring;  Fever 
(M-G-M),  2nd  wk. ; They  All  Come  Out 

(M-G-M)  SO 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  65 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  50 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — The  3Iag;nificent  Fraud  (Para). 

1st  part  00 

Broadway — Way  Doum  South  (RKO).  2nd  part  90 
Broadway — Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN)..  90 

Carolina — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  100 

Imperial — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  110 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

7th  wk 95 

Chicago — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Garrick — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M).  3rd  loop  wk 85 

Oriental — Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO)),  first 
run;  Young  Mr.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox),  3rd 

loop  wk..  plus  stage  show  95 

Roosevelt — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA). 

held  2nd  wk 120 

State-Lake — Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  95 

United  Artists — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)..  80 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Four  Feathers  (UA),  held 120 

Capitol — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  wk., 

held  130 

Keith’s — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  120 

Lyric— Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 130 

Palace — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox)  120 

Shubert — Mira<*les  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  120 

CLEVELAND 

Allen-  Ba<'helor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  wk 175 

Hippodrome — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  145 

Palace — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox)  75 

State — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) 10.5 

Stillman — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para).  1st 

part  100 

Capitol — Street  of  Missing  Men  (Rep).  2nd  part  90 
Capitol — News  Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  part  80 

Majestic — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  135 

Palace — Winter  Carnival  (UA)  100 

Rialto — 6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M),  1st  half 110 

Rialto — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col),  2nd  half.  110 
Tower — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  2nd  wk...l00 


DENVER 


Aladdin — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  after  a 

w'k.  at  the  Denver  110 

Broadway — On  liorroued  Time  (M-G-M);  Girl 
and  the  Gambler  (RKO),  after  a wk.  at 

the  Orpheum  100 

Denham — Magnificent  Fraud  (Para),  4 days; 

Night  Work  (Para),  4 days  70 

Denver — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  liO 

Orpheum — Saint  In  I..ondon  (IlKO),  plus  stage 

show  ....  - 351) 

Paramount — Fnexi>ected  Father  (Univ);  Par- 
ents on  Trial  (Col)  115 

Rialto — A Star  Is  Born  (UA);  Adventures  of 
Tom  Sawyer  (UA),  after  a wk.  at  the 
Aladdin  100 


DETROIT 

Adam.s — I Stole  a Million  (Univ),  after  a wk. 


at  Fox;  Saint  in  London  (RKO)  75 

Fox — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox);  Frontier 

Marshal  (20th-Fox)  80 

Michigan — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M); 

Indianapolis  8i>eedway  (WB),  2nd  wk 90 

Palms-State — Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO), 

reissue;  Mr.  M ong  in  Chinatown  (Mono)  ....  SO 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Timber  Stampede  (RKO) ; Panama 

Patrol  (GN)  80 

Apollo — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  Career 

(RKO).  2nd  wk 100 

Circle — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox);  Fron- 
tier Marshal  (20th-Fox)  90 

Loew’s — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Tliey  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  140 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (dual)  — 


Los  Angeles  200 

Bachelor  Mother — Cleveland 

(2nd  wk.)  175 

Beau  Geste — New  York  (stage 

show)  160 

Four  Feathers  (dual) — Kansas 

City  160 

Four  Feathers — New  York 155 

Stanley  and  Livingstone — New 

York  (stage  show)  155 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (dual)  — 

New  Haven  150 

Frontier  Marshal  (dual)  — 

Oklahoma  City  150 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  »dual)  — 

Portland  150 

Each  Dawn  I Die — Cleveland 145 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 
— Dallas  135 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Ooo<lb}e,  Mr.  Chii>s,  13th  wk..  New  York; 
7th  wk.,  Chicago,  Seattle. 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever,  3id  wk., 
Chicago,  Cincinnati. 

Eaeh  Dawn  I Die,  3rd  wk..  New  York 
City. 

On  Borrowed  Time,  3rd  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 
They  Shall  Have  Music,  3rd  wk..  New 
York. 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln,  3rd  loop  wk.,  Chicago. 


KANSAS  CITY 


Esquire — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  125 

Midland — Four  Feathers  (UA);  Go<h1  Girls 

Go  to  Paris  (Col)  160 

Newman — Naughty  But  Nice  (WB);  Hell’s 

Kitchen  (WB)  70 

T^ptown — Same  as  Esquire  110 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox); 

Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  100 

Downtown — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA); 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder  (FN)....200 
Four  Star — On  B<»rrt)wed  Time  (M-G-M). 

3rd  wk 70 

Hillstreet — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  House  of 

Fear  (Univ),  first  3 days  of  3rd  wk 100 

Hollj-wood — Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Same  as  flillstreet  100 

Paramount — Man  About  Town  (Para);  The 
Magnificent  Fraud  (Para),  first  4 days  of 

3rd  wk 80 

State — Same  as  Chinese  100 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — The  Magiuficeiit  Fraud  (Para);  Mil- 
lion Dollar  Legs  (Para)  80 

Riverside — Zenobia  (LTA),  plus  Paul  Whiteman 

on  stage  100 

Strand — Andy  Hardy  (iets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)....  90 
Warner — Four  Feathers  (L^A);  IndianaiK)lis 

Speedway  (WB)  125 

Wisconsin — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox); 

Wolf  Call  (Mono)  110 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Ex-Champ  (Univ);  Parents  on  Trial 

(Col)  90 

Century — Unexpected  Father  (Univ)  70 

Gopher — Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  60 

Minnesota — She  Married  a Cop  (Rep),  Harry 

Savoy  stage  show  , . . . . 95 

Orpheum — Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M), 

plus  Rudy  Vallee  stage  show’  175 

State — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  125 

World — Mikado  (Univ)  100 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M);  Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox),  2nd 
wk 75 


Loew-Poli — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  Career 
(RKO),  plus  one  day  personal  appearance 

of  Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Garland 115 

Paramount — I Stole  a Million  (Univ);  They 

Asked  for  It  (Univ)  85 

Roger  Sherman — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN); 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  150 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center— Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  80 

Globe — It’s  a AVonderiul  World  (M-G-M) 85 

Liberty — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  wk. . . . 90 

Orpheum — Eaeh  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  100 

Saenger — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox)  100 

State — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) 125 

Tutor — My  May  Gmlfrey  (LTniv),  2nd  run 80 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

12th  wk.,  held  110 

Capitol — Four  Feathers  (L^A)  155 

Criterion — They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 75 

Globe — I Stole  a Million  (Univ) 110 

Paramount — Beau  Geste  (Para),  plus  stage 

show  160 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — In  Name  Only 

(RKO),  plus  stage  show  120 

Rivoli — They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA),  2nd 

wk.,  held  90 

Roxy — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  155 

Strand — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  3rd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  100 

OKLAHOMA  CHY 

Criterion — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M)  115 

Liberty — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox);  Grand 

Jur.v  Secrets  (Para),  5 days  150 

Liberty — Inside  Information  (Univ) ; Sorority 

House  (RKO),  2 days  60 

Midwest — Hotel  for  IVoinen  (20th-Fox),  8 days  95 
Plaza — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  move  over  95 
State — Wolf  Call  (Mono);  The  M.vstery  of  Mr. 

Wong  (Mono),  3 days  110 

State— Tdoiids  Over  Euroi)e  (Col);  Outside 

These  Walls  (Col),  4 days  100 

Tower — Mutin.v  on  the  Bounty  (M-G-M),  re- 
issue, 4 days  40 

Tower — Bose  Marie  (M-G-M),  reissue,  3 days.  . 50 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO) ; The  Saint 

in  London  (RKO)  125 

Omaha — Goodb.ve,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M);  Hotel 

Imi>erial  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

Orp)ieum — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para) ; The 

Lady’s  Eroin  Kentucky  (Para)  105 

PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd — Andy  Hardv  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 90 

Earle — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 90 

Fox — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  plus  stage  show 

headed  by  Woody  Herman's  Orchestra 120 

Karlton — The  Mikado  (Univ),  2nd  run 100 

Palace — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  3rd  run.. 100 

Stanley — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  95 

Stanton — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA), 

2nd  run  100 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway— Izudy  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 

The  Man  AVho  Dared  (FN)  150 

Mayfair — The  3Ian  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) ; 

S\veei>stakes  Winner  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 

Orpheum — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox);  Torchy 

Blane  Runs  for  Mayor  (WB)  90 

Paramount — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  Career 

(RKO)  130 

United  Artists — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 100 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M); 

Sir.  3Ioto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th-Fox) 100 

Centre — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M)  105 

Studio — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  wk 105 

Utah — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox); 
Sorority  House  (RKO)  110 

SEATTLE 

Fifth  Ave. — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  On  Bor- 
rowed Time  (M-G-M)  100 

Paramount — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) ; 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno  (20th-Fox)  100 

Orpheum—Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN);  Boy  Friend 

(20th-Fox),  Jay  Clarke  on  stage 90 

Music  Box— -Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

7th  wk 90 

Blue  Mouse — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA); 

Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  90 

Liberty — Coast  Guard  (Col);  Missing  Daugh- 
ters (Col)  85 

Palomar — The  Zero  Hour  (Rep);  Arizona 

Legion  (RKO),  plus  vaudeville  85 
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This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  of  a ieoture,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  followvig  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


inq 

GUIDE  TO  ^ 


A 

A Child  Is  Born  (FN)  Aug.  5... 
Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 3855 
Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 


(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  005 

Almost  a Gentleman  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Aug.  5 367 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue ....  1072 


B 


Bachelor  Mother  (KKO)  July  1 932 

Back  Dour  to  Heaven  (Para) 

Apr.  15  3833 

Bad  Company  (Univ)  

Bad  Bands  (KKO)  July  29 933 

Beau  Geste  (Para) 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug.  5 9038 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 
Col)  July  22  9010 


Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13..  943 
Boys  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 3820 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27 . . 937 


Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  8 931 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 

Police  (Para)  Apr.  8 3831 

C 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  29  932 

Captain  Fury  (DA)  May  13 

Career  (RKO)  July  1 

Charlie  Chan  at  'Treasure  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Aug.  12  006 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 948 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  19  002 

Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22  8012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  Aug.  19 9008 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

May  13  374 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Dnlv) 

Jan.  28  3019 

Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  Aug.  5 . . . 846 
Confessions  of  Nazi  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  29  353 

Conspiracy  (RKO)  935 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

D 

Dancing  Co-ed  (M-G-M)  

Dark  \ ictory  (FN)  Mar.  11...  354 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept  (KKO) . . . 002 
Death  of  a Champion  (Para)  . . . 

Desperate  Trails  (Univ)  

Dodge  City  (WB)  Apr.  8 304 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN)  Aug.  19 


E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 


Fast  Shle  of  Heaven  (Dniv) 

Apr.  15  3006 

Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  July  29....  001 

Everything  on  Ice  (RKO) 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

F 

Family  Next  Door  (Univ) 

Apr.  15  3020 

Fast  and  Furious  (M-G-M) 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (RKO) 934 


Fighting  Gringo  (RKO)  986 

First  Dove  (Univ)  

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11.. 9030 
Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10  927 

Five  Elttle  Peppers  (Col) 

Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  Apr.  29...  922 

Flight  at  Midnight  (Rep) 

Flying  Irishman  (RKO)  Mar.  11  919 

For  Love  or  Money  (Univ) 3030 

May  13  . . 

Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.  .3031 

Four  Feathers  (UA) June  24 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  951 

Frontier  Pony  Express  (Rep) 

Apr.  15  854 

Full  Confession  (KKO)  003 

G 


Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (KKO) 

June  10  926 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20  928 

Girl  From  Rio  (Mono) 3825 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  Aug.  19 9002 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Goriila,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27 . 944 
Gracie  Ailen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22  934 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ) 

Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24...  312 
Henry  Goes  to  Arizona  (M-G-M) 
Here  I Am  a Stranger 

(20th-Fox)  009 

Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  376 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  (20th-Fox)  007 
Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22.. 3836 
Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  1 936 

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20 . . 3038 


I 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  July  22 . . 


I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  38.30 

Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 

July  15  315 

In  Name  Only  (RKO)  Aug.  12..  936 
In  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  July  15. . 856 
In  Old  Monterey  (Rep)  July  29  . 847 
Inside  Information  (Univ) 

June  10  3040 

Inspector  Homleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  22  945 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  3841 

Irish  Luck  (Mono)  3826 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  Vou 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (WB)  Apr.  29 301 


E 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 . 363 
Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 929 
Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion  ((ilol) . 

L 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 


Lad.v  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  12  947 

Lad.v’s  From  Kentucky,  The 

(Para)  Apr.  15  3834 

Law  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

Lost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue. . 994 

Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  18 916 

Lucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6...  933 


M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1.3847 

Maisle  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 

Aug.  5 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  July  8 
Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15..  801 
Man  They  Couldn’t  Hang  (Col) 

Aug.  19  9018 

Jhaii  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8.  . . 375 

.llexieali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 843 

Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 

July  15  3846 


Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 946 
Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 
Slountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8 . 845 


Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-Fox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 

(Mono)  July  22  3807 


Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Univ)  June  24  

Murder  in  the  Big  House  (Mono)  3803 

My  Love  for  Yours  (Para) 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ) Reissue 

N 

Nancy  Drey  and  the  Hidden 

Staircase  (WB)  

Nain-.>  Drew,  Trtuible  Shooter 


(WB)  JiUy  15  324 

Naughty  But  Nice  (VV'B)  June  10  311 

Henry  Goes  to  Arizona  (M-G-M) 
Sever  .'>a.>  Die  ( I'ara)  Mar.  11.. 3832 
New  Frontier  (Rep)  Aug.  19.  . . . 868 
News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Night  Kitlers  ( Kep)  Apr.  8 865 

Night  Work  (Para)  Aug.  12 ... . 3849 

No  Place  to  Go  (WB)  

North  of  Yukon  (Col)  Jul.v  8.... 9205 
Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (RKO) 001 

o 

Of  Human  Bondage  (KKO) 

r«*issue  993 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono) 3856 

Old  Maid,  The  (WB)  Aug.  5 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M) 

July  8 942 

On  't  rial  (,WB)  Mar.  25 323 

,$1,000  a Touchdown  (Para) 

Only  Angels  Have  Mings 

(Col)  .May  20  9001 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para)  Aug,  5 

Out  of  Singapore  (Astor) 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

June  3 0031 

Overland  Mail  (Mono)  3857 

P 

Panama  Lady  (KKO)  May  13...  925 
Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25.  . . . 314 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8... 9032 


Q 

Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  5 004 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 


May  20  984 

Rains  Came,  The  (20th-Fox) ....  001 

Range  War  (Para)  Aug.  12 

Renegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.. 3859 
|{elurn  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  29 946 

Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono)  3866 

Rio  (Univ)  

Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 923 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(20th-Fox)  May  13  942 


S 

Saint  in  London  (KKO)  July  1 . . 929 
Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 
She  Married  a C^op  (Kep)  July  1 815 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono) 

Aug.  5 3823 

Should  Husbands  Work?  (Kep) 

July  22  816 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  .June  3..WI-3 
Six  Gun  Khv  thm  (GN)  Feb.  18  WI-19 

Sky  Pilot  (Mono)  

6.000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3..  938 

Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep)  

Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 930 
Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  3837 


^katt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 

Sorority  House  (KKO)  Apr.  22..  924 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Kep)  June  3 813 


Southward  Ho!  (Kep)  June  17..  855 

Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 931 

Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

J'lbe  10  9206 

Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  5 003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  Aug.  19 3851 

Stoien  Life  (Para)  Apr.  29 3861 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (20th-Fox)  008 
Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20tli-Fox)  Apr.  8 938 

Story  of  V'ernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  8.38 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

(Rep)  Apr.  29  

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 

Apr.  15  3802 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

Nov-  5 909 

Sudden  Aloney  (Para)  Mar.  25 
Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Dniv) 

Jane  10  3009 

Susannah  of  the  Monnties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  954 

Sweepstakes  M'lnner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 

T 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

June  3 939 


Television  Spy  (Para) 

'Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-fll)  May  20.  935 
These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) . . 948 
They  AH  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

They  Asked  for  It  (Univ)  July  8.3040 
'I'liey  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25  B20 

Tliey  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  15 
This  Man  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 
Three  'Texas  Steers(Kep) June  24  866 

Three  Sons  (KKO)  

'Thunder  Afloat  (M-G-M)  

Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24  985 


'To  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Torchy  Plays  With  Dynamite 

(WB)  Aug.  5 326 

'Torcli.v  Runs  lor  Mayor  (WB) 

Apr.  1 322 


'Trapped  in  the  Sky(Coi)Feb.  18.9024 
Tumbleweeds  (Astor)  May  27... 

u 


D-67  (Astor)  

Undercover  Agent  (Mono) 3824 

Tlndereover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  3840 

Underpup  (Univ)  

Unexivected  Father  (Univ)  ..  .July  22 
Union  Pacific  (Para)  May  6... 3835 
Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 3838 

W 

Wanted  by  Scotland  Yard 

(Mono)  Apr.  29  3829 

Ware  Case,  'The  (20theFox) 

July  29  8014 

AVaterfront  (WB)  July  1 325 


AVay  Down  South  (KKO)  July  22  947 


AVestern  Caravans  (Col)  Jul.v  1.9207 
AA’hen  Tomorrow  Comes 

(Univ)  Aug.  19  

AVings  Over  the  Andes  (Mono). 3816 
AVinner  Take  All  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  939 

AVinter  Carnival  (UA)  July  22 . . . 
AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  Aug.  19.  949 

AVolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 3813 

AA'oman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 

July  8 9025 

AA'omen,  The  (M-G-M)  

Women  in  the  Wind  (AVB) 

Feb.  4 316 

AVuthering  Heights  (UA)  Apr.  1 
AA'.voming  Outlaw  (Rep)  July  15 . . 867 


Y 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  AVith 


Murder  (FN)  Jan.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 947 


Z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18.  . 
Zero  Hour  (Kep)  May  27 
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Otherwise  iKpecified. 
^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
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Columbia 


ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 
A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) . . . . Apr.  81,  "39 
Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(llVz)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  .June  2,  ’39 
Pest  From  the  West  (..)....  June  16 

Rattling:  Romeo  (17) July  14 

Skinny  the  Moocher  (16%)  •• -Sept.  8 

Static  in  the  Attic  (19) Sept.  22 

Swing:  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  80,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  6,  ’39 

The  Sap  Takes  a Wrap 

(15V2)  Mar.  10, ’.39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Clyde 

(18)  July  28 

Mooching:  Throug:h  Georgia 

( • . ) Aug.  11 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

Crop  Chasers  ( . . ) Sept.  22 

Hanny  loli.  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollyyvootl  Sweepstakes  (8)...  July  28 

.Jitterbug  Knights  (7)  Aug.  11 

Luck.v  Pigs  (7)  May  26 

Mountain  Ears  ( . . ) Oct.  20 

Nell’s  Y’ells  (7)  June  30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) . .Feb.  26, ’39 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (8) Feb.  24,  *39 

The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

COLUMBIA  TOUR 
Big  Town  Commuters  <9) . Feb.  3, ’39 
Holland  (Andre  de  la  Varre 

Productions)  (..)  Sept.  15 

Man  .Matle  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(10)  May  26 

Sojourn  In  India  (..) July  7 

Morocco  (10)  Aug.  11 


COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  1 Crosby  Hit  Songs  (9)....  Aug.  4 
No.  2 Old  Time  Songs  (9%) . . . Sept.  8 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  .Mar.  24,  ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltzes 

(11)  Apr.  21, ’.39 

No.  9 Songs  of  the  West 

(10)  May  19, ’.39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  (.  .)  June  16 
Third  Series 
No.  6 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10)  ...  . Feb.  24,  ’39 
FABLES  CARTOON 

Little  Ia>st  Sheep  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

FOOLS  WHO  MADE  HISTORY 
No.  1 Charles  Goodyear  (..).. Aug.  23 

No.  8 Elias  Howe  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

HAPPY  HOUR 

No.  1 (lOVa)  Feb.  22 

No.  2 (10y2)  Mar.  23 

No.  3 (11)  Apr.  21 

KRAZV  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  (7)  .Apr.  6, '39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7) . . . .Feb.  17, ’39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  (6) . . . . May  12, ’39 
MCSIC  HALL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(10%)  Jan.  20, ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (10) . .Mar.  2.’39 
Montmarte  Madness  (10%) ..  .June  30 
Yankee  Doodle  Home 

(10)  May  19, ’.39 

PH.ANTASIES  C.ARTOON 
The  Charm  Bracelet  (..)....  Sept.  1 


PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  !(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A IVomi’s  Eye  View  (7) ..  Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  .3, ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rodeo  (6) June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7)  . . . .Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  1(..)  Sept.  15 

No.  2(..)  Oct.  20 

No.  5 (9)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

No.  6(10%)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 


No.  8 (9y2)  Apr.  8,  ’39 

No.  9 (10)  May  12 

No.  10  (10)  May  26 

No.  11(10)  June  29 

No.  12  (10)  July  28 

SPORT  REELS 

Bows  and  Arrows  ( . . ) Sept.  29 

Diving  Rhythm  (10) May  5, ’39 

Get  Read.y  Nnv.v  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Jockeys  Up  (10%)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (9%)  Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (8%) . . . .June  30 

There  Goes  Rusty  (10%) July  13 

Big  Fish  (10)  .Aug.  18 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
A Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(16%)  Apr.  7. ’Si 

Calling  .All  Curs  (17%) .Aug.  25 

Oily  to  Bed,  Oil.v  to  Rise 

(18%)  Oct.  6 

Saved  by  the  Belle  (17) June  30 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6. ’.39 

We  Want  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Yes,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(16)  May  19,  ’.39 


WASHINGTON  PARADE 
No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 


OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

•Auto  Antics  (10) July  22 

C'lovv'n  Princess  (10) Apr.  15, ’39 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29, ’39 

Dog  Daze  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Mar.  11,  ’39 

Joy  Scouts  (10)  June  24 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) F’eb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Angel  of  Mercy  (10) May  20, ’39 

Giant  of  Norway  (11)  Sepia.  June  24 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
Story'  That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed 

(11)  July  28 

The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Culinary  Carving  (9)  July  1 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OHeroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Marine  Circus  (9) Mar.  11, ’39 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) Ma.v  20, ’39 

Take  a Cure  (Sepia)  (9) Aug.  12 

Weather  Wizards  (9) Apr.  8, ’39 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 


(11)  Feb.  21,  ’39 

No.  3 Inside  the  Capitol 

(10)  May  26, ’39 

No.  4 Library  of  Congress 

(10)  Aug.  4 


An  Hour  for  I.unch  (9) ..  Mar.  18, ’39 


Dark  Magic  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (9)  May  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  88, ’39 


Grand  National 

CAV.ALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2(10)  Jan.  20 

M-G-M 

CRI3IE  DOESN’T  PAY 

Help  Wanted  (21) June  10 

Money  to  Loan  (21) Mar.  11, ’39 

Wliile  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15, ’39 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

.Ancient  Egypt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9) May  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9) . . Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

.lava  Journe.v  (10) Mar.  18 

Picturesque  Udaipur  (8) ..  May  13, ’39 

Rural  Hungar.v  (9) Apr.89, ’39 

MINIATURES 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

HoII.vwood  Hobbies  (10) ..  May  13, ’39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

l.ove  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18, ’39 

Prophets  ATithont  Honor 

(11)  May  20, ’39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11) ...  May  27, ’39 
MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Happily  Buried  (20) Apr.  1.5, ’39 

Somewhat  Secret  (21)  ...  Mar.  25, ’39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor.  . .May  13 
Goldilocks  and  the  'Three  Bears 


(11)  July  15 

.litterbug  Follies  (9) Feb.  2.5, ’39 

©Little  Gold  Fish  (8) ..  .Apr.  1.5, ’39 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

The  Bear  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

AVanted  No  Master  (8) . . . Mar.  18, ’39 


M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Alnsieal  Mountaineers  (7)  May  12, ’39 
Alv  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

Rhythm  on  the  Reservation 

(7)  July  7 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7).. Mar.  31 
The  Scared  Crows  (7) . . . . June  9. ’39 
Yip  Yip  Yippy  (7) Aug.  11 

COI.OR  CI.ASSICS 

Alwa.vs  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  87, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

'The  Barnyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

COI  OR  CRUISES 

(New  Series  In  Cineeolor) 

Costa  RIen  (10)  Dec.  2 

.lamaica  (10)  May  26 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10)..  Jan.  27 

Republic  of  Panama  (9) . . . .Mar.  24 

TIE  ADI  TNER 

A SoTig  Is  Born  (10) .Ian.  6, ’39 

The  Champngne  Aliisic  of  the 

Lawrence  AA’nIk  (10)  Mar.  3 

Lawrence  Walk  and  his  Orche.stra. 

Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orche.stra. 
Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  May  5, ’39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Sweet  Moments  (11)  Aug.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 
Tempo  of  Tomorrow'  (10)  . ..lime  2, ’39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Queen 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’.39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra,  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PA  R.A  MOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

Breaking  the  News  (10) Aug.  25 


Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) June  23 

Fisherman’s  Pluck  (10)  . .Apr.  14, ’39 

Swans  (10)  May  19,  ’39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 


Unfinished  Symphony  (10) Jan.  13 


PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 


No.  6(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Gi'eat  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
lior...B  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
.■-iiaii  .Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Tile  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  ail  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’39 


Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 


No.  10  (11)  May  5, ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 

year. 

No.  11(10)  June  2, ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

POPEA’E  CARTOONS 
©Aladdin  and  His  AA’onderfiil 

Lamp  (22)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Ciistomers  AA'anted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’39 

Hello,  How  Am  I?  (7)  July  14 

It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28, ’39 

I.etive  IVell  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

Wotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 

POPUl.AR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cineeolor) 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5(11)  May  12, ’39 

No.  6 (11)  Aug.  4 

GRANTLAND  RICE  8PORT- 
I.IGIITS 

Death  A’alley  'Thrills  (10) . .June  9, ’39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’39 

Frolii'liing  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  wltli  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a Jumidng  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 


'The  Importing  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  lialr  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 


UNUNUAL  OCCl  RATIONS 
(In  Color) 


No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’.30 

No.  5 (10)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

No.  6 (Cineeolor)  (10)  . . . .June  16,  ’39 


RKO  Radio 


DISNKY  CARTOONS 

Beach  Picnic  (8) June  9,  *39 

DonahPs  Cousin  Gus  (7) .. May  19, '39 
I>onahl*8  l.ucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13, '39 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Goofy  and  Wilbur  (8) Mar.  17 

Mother  (ioose  Goes  Bollywood 

(8)  Dee,  23 

Practical  Pigr  (8)  Feb.  24,  '39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Doer  Show  <K) Feb.  3, ',39 

Miokey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  In  the 
Society  dog  show  and  T*luto  does 
not  win. 

The  Pointer  (8)  July  21 

^The  Hookey  Champ  <7) . . Apr.  7,  *39 
The  Ugly  Duckling  (9) Apr.  7 
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EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 


A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  S 

Baby  Da*e  (15) May  19, ’39 

Clock  Wise  (16)  Mar.  24 

Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  It. 

Feathered  Pests  (16)  July  28 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 


Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADUNER  COMEDIEH 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb,  24,  ’39 

Sales  Slips  (17)  July  21 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13,  ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’39 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  5, ’39 

Ring  Madness  (19) June  30, ’39 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

yNo.  5 (18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

foung  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Crisis. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17,  ’39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

Japan:  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Dixie — The  nation’s  number  one 
problem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

No.  13  (18)  Aug.  4 

Metropolis — 1939. 

NC-ATLAS  MUSICALS 
Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12, ’39 
East  & Dumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Pra- 
zee  Sisters,  Gllrone  & Starr. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  ....... .Apr.  14, ’39 

George  Jessel,  Pour  Eton  Boys. 
Frieda  Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  , . . .Feb.  17, ’39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra, 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, ’39 

The  Rlmacs,  Roslta  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

PATHB  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-'37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-Gone  (16)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

Marriage-Go-Round  (18) July  28 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16, ’39 

Kennel  Kings  (9)  Aug.  11 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .May  19,  ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  It’s  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHITLEY  WES’TERNS 
(New  Series) 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, ’39 
Raneh  House  Romeo  (17)  . . . .Apr,  7 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 


Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Deo.  0 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9)  ..  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Swlnguet  (8)  May  26, ’39 

Television  (9)  May  5,  ’39 

World  of  Tomorrow  (9) June  23 

Zoo  (9)  July  21 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 
Five  Times  Five  (19) July  21 


The  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Wooilcott. 


20th  Centmy-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OP  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Conquering  the  Colorado  (11)  Aug.  18 
Dail.>  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 


Filming  the  Fleet  ( . . ) Oct.  27 

Sand  Hogs  (10) May  12 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Big  Game  Fishing  (..) Sept.  1 

Hunting  Dogs  (11) Mar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  May  12 

.shooting  (or  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  Jime  23 


FATHER  HUBBARD’S  ALAS- 
KAN ADVENTURES 
^Birthplace  of  Icebergs  (11).. Aug.  4 

FA.SHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts  No.  1 

( . . ) Sept.  15 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31, ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..)..  July  7 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE 

PUSS  PARADE 
Monkeys  Is  the  Craziest 

People  ( . . ) Sept.  29 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

\\  hut  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

LOWELL  ’THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  ( . . ) May  26 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3, ’.39 

M.vstic  Siam  (10) Mar,  17, ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....June  9 
The  Evergreen  Empire  ( . . ) . .Oct.  13 
liking  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

’TERRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  ( . . ) June  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  June  30 

Barnyard  Baseball  (7)  July  14 

Barnyard  Egg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  May  5 

Frozen  Feet  (7) Feb.  24 

Gnnd.v  Goose  in  G-Man 

.Titters  (7)  Mar.  10 

©Hook,  Line  and  Sinker  (..).Sept.  8 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  May  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gar.v  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

Sheep  in  the  Meadow  (..)...  Sept.  22 

The  Ckickoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

’The  Golden  West  (7)  Aug.  25 

Their  Last  Bean  (7)  April  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)  . . . . July  28 

©The  Orphan  Duck  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

©’The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

©’The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

©Two  Headed  Giant  (7) Aug.  11 

Universal 

CAR'TUNE 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  59(9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20,  ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  May  15,  ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26,  ’39 

No.  65  (9)  July  17 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van,  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Roslta  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers.  Luba  Mallna, 
Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  ( 18)  . . . . July  12,  ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  St 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy.  The  Khezzls. 

Pharmacy  Follies  (18) . . . .May  17,’39 
Three  Playboys,  Frazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gllrone 
& Starr. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 


Roche,  Toy  & Wing,  Lillian  Roth, 
Pied  Pipers,  The  Philharmonlcas. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousle  (7)  Ang.  15 

WAL’I'EK  hANTZ  CABTCNE.S 


Arabs  with  Dirty  Fezzes  (7) 


(..)  

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat... 

Bola  Mola  Land  (7)  . . 

...Alay  29,  ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7).. 

. .Apr.  10,  ’39 

Magric  Beans  (7)  

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7) 

...May  8, ’39 

Snuffy’s  Party  (7) 

The  Hirth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  

STRANGER  THAN 

FICTION 

No.  58  (9)  

No.  59  (9)  

No.  60  (9)  

No.  61  (9)  

No.  62  (9)  

No.  63  (9)  

No.  64  

July  3 

No.  65  (9)  

TWO  REEL  SPECIAL 

Boy  Meets  Joy  ( . . ) Sept.  6 

Pinky  Tomiin,  Joy  Hodges,  Lucille 
Page.  Mary  Ruth,  The  Elderblooms 
and  Pinky  Tomlin’s  Orchestra. 

March  of  Freedom  (21) June  7 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

A Swing  Opera  ( . . ) July  22,  ’39 

Broadway  Buckaroo  (20)  June  3,  ’39 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Projection  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Rollin’  In  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Sophomore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  II 

Simdae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13, ’39 

Wardrobe  Girl  ( . . ) June  17,  ’39 

’THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  4. Apr.  22,’39 
Mechanix  Hlustrated  No.  5 

(..)  June  10, ’39 

Modern  Methods  (..)... July  15,  ’39 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  8 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Mar.  25, ’39 
LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

It’s  an  111  Wind  (7) Jan.  28 

Polar  Pals  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

Porky  and  Teablscnlt  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 
Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  11 

Porky’s  Picnic  ( . . ) July  15,  ’39 

Porky’s  Tire  ’Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13,  ’39 

Scalp  'Trouble  ( . . ) June  24,  ’39 

Wise  Quack  ( . . ) Aug.  5,  ’39 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Blue  Barron  St  Oreh.  (10)  .Jan.  21, ’39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7,  '39 
Clyde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

< • • ) Apr.  8 

Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Larry  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  Alay  20,  ’39 

Leith  Stevens  & Oreh. 

(•.) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  & Orch  (..)... July  1,  ’39 
Russ  Morgan  St  Orcnesira 


(11)  Feb.  25 

Will  Osborne  & Orch. 

( . . ) July  22,  ’39 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7)  .Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..).. June  3,  ’39 

coiini  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Dangerous  Dan  McFoo 

(•) July  15,  ’39 

Dog  Gone  Modern  (7)  . . . .Jan.  14,  ’39 

Goldrush  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) Jan.  28, ’39 

Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  . .Alay  20,  ’39 

Old  Glory  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robinhood  Alakes  Good  (7)... Feb.  11 
Snow  Man’s  Land  (..).. July  29,  ’39 

’The  Alice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs  (7)  .May  6,  39 

’TECHNICOLOR 

BIU  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12,  ’39 

^Lincoln  iu  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Quiet  Please  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19)  . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20,  ’39 

Swingtime  In  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld.  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

’The  Master’s  Touch  (10) Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
CrawTords  at  Home  (. .)  . .Apr.  15, ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  Alay  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

'Tax  Trouble  (10) Mar.  18, ’39 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

AVitness  Trouble  (..)... July  29,  ’39 

TRDE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Alinutc  From  Death  (11)... Mar.  4 


Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Haunted  House  ( . .) June  3,  ’39 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  (.  .) July  7,  ’39 

’The  Human  Bomb  (12)  . . . Jaii.  7, ’39 
Three-AIinute  Fuse  (..).July  29,  ’39 
Voodoo  Fires  (11)  Alay  6 


SERIALS 


COLUAIBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fi.ske. 

Mandrake  the  Alagician . . . May  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  'Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 

(16  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

12  Chapters  June  10  *39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Caroie  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men  Sept.  2 

15  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd,  Irving 
Pichei,  Ted  Pearson,  Phylis  Isley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. Feb.  25,  ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ....  July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr..  FUzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSalnt,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
Jr. 
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CURRENT  RELEASES 


Date  at  top  of  column  is  week  ending.  Number  in  square  is 

national  release  date,  1938-‘39.  Production  number  is  at  right. 
Running  time  (company  estimate)  follows  title.  Letter  "A" 
mdicates  Adult  classification,  otherwise  Family  suitability 
R— IS  review  date.  Symbol  Q indicates  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Rib- 
bon Award  Winner.  Symbol  O indicates  color  photography. 


1 MARCH  25 

APRIL  1 

APRIL  8 

APRIL  15 

APRIL  22 

APRIL  29 

1 ^ Action  Drama  9021 

B Whispering:  Enemies  (63; 

B J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

B — Jan.  7 

B ^ Outdoor  Drama 

B Romance  of  Redwoods(6' 

■ C.  Blckford-J.  Parker 

B R — Apr.  29 

|30l  Action  Drama  9205 
North  of  Yukon  (64) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Linda  Winters 

J R — July  8 

|T|  Comedy  9013 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (65) 
Fay  Bainter-Ida  Lupino- 
Lee  Bowman 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama  9030 

First  Offenders  (61) 
Walter  Abel 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Mar.  11 

Western  9214 

Law  Comes  to  Texas 
(57) 

Bill  Elliott 

R — May  27 

HD  Western  92(1 

Spoilers  of  the  Range  (5 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

R — June  10 

1 Action  Drama  937 

1 8ers:eant  Madden  (80) 

1 Wallace  Beery 

1 .Man  Curtis 

1 R— Mar.  25 

^ Drama  930 

Society  I^awyer  (78) 

V.  Bruce-Walter  Pidgeoi 
R — Apr.  1 

[T]  Drama  with  Music  93 

Broadway  Serenade  (113 
1 J.  MacDonald‘L.  Ayres 

R — Apr.  8 

lii]  Rom.  Comedy  929 
Kid  From  Texas  (70) 

D.  O'Keefe-F.  Rice 

R — Apr.  8 

HD  Comedy  934 

The  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 

R — ^Apr.  22 

HD  Drama  93 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carvei 
Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Apr.  29 

1 ^ Western  3854 

1 Triggrer  Smith  (59) 

1 Jack  Randall 

1 R — May  13 

fs]  Melodrama  3834 

Undercover  Agent  (56) 
Russell  Gleason 

Shirley  Deane 

[i2|  Drama  3802 

Streets  of  New  York  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— Apr.  15 

HD  Melodrama  3829 

Wanted  by  Scotland 
Y’ard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 

Betty  Lynne 

R — Apr.  29 

1 g Comedy  Drama  3888 

1 Midnight  (93) 

1 Claudette  Colbert 

1 Don  Ameche 

1 R — Mar.  11 

|3l|  Comedy  3830 

Sudden  Money  (62) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 
R — Mar.  25 

^ Western  3858 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 

R— Feb.  18 

Comedy  3830 

I’m  From  Alissouri  (77) 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 
R — Mar.  25 

[l4|  Coniedy  - Music  3832 

Never  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 
R — Mar.  11 

[n|  Melodrama  3831 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Secret  Police  (55) 

J.  Howard  R — Apr.  8 

HD  Drama  3833 

Hack  Door  to  Heaven 

(85) 

Wallace  Ford-Aline  Mc- 
Mahon-Patricia  Ellis 

R — Apr.  15 

Comedy  Drama  3834' 
The  lAdy’s  From  Ken- 
tucky (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raf 

R — Apr.  15 

1 ^ Comedy  810 

1 My  Wife’s  Relatives  (65) 

Higein.o  Family 

R — Mar.  11 

[27|  Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  (58) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Apr.  1 

[ig]  Western  865 

Night  Riders  (58) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Apr.  8 

[ip  Western  854 

Frontier  Pony  Express 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

R — Apr.  15 

HD  Action  Drama  8H' 
Street  of  Missing  Men 
(65) 

Chas.  Bickford-H.  Carey 

R — Apr.  29 

^ Western  983 

Trouble  in  8iindo\\^  (57) 

' Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Mar.  11 

^ Drama  920 

Almost  a Gentleman  (65) 
J.  Ellison-H.  Wood 

R— Mar.  11 

Comedy  Drama  916 
l.ove  Affair  (87) 

Irene  Dunne-Chas.  Boyer 
R— Mar.  18 

[t]  Biog.  Drama  919 

Flying  Irishman  (73) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

R— Mar.  11 

[m]  Action  Drama  920 
They  Made  Her  a Spy 
(67) 

Sally  Ellers-Allan  Lane 
R— Mar.  25 

HD  Action  Drama  922 
Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 
R — Apr.  29 

HD  Melodrama  92S, 

Rookie  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt;  R-Apr.  29 

HD  Musical  838 

Story  of  Vernon  t.nd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astaire-G.  Rogers 

R — Mar.  18 

Comedy  Drama  935 
Kvery body's  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

^ Melodrama  936 

Hound  of  the  Basker- 
villes  (80) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

R — Apr.  1 

[t]  Melodrama  937 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 
Island  (64) 

Peter  Lorre 

Jean  Hersholt 

Amanda  Duff 

R — Mar.  18 

Drama  938 

Story  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  (97) 

Don  Ameche-Loretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 

R — Apr.  8 

|2l|  Comedy  Drama  939 

Winner  Take  All  (61) 
Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 
R— Feb.  25 

HD  Melodrama  945 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (76) 

G.  Harker-Mlkl  Hood 

R — Apr.  22 

|28|  Outdoor  Drama  941) 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 
C^l)  R — Apr.  29B 

Warner  Baxter  1 

Lynn  Bari-Henry  Hull  ■ 

HD  Musical  80128 

Climbing  High  (71)  8 

J.  Matthews:  R-ADr.22  1 

[y]  Drama 

^Wuthering  Heights 
(103) 

Merle  Oberon 

Laurence  Olivier 

R — Apr.  1 

HD  Comedy 

Zenobia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Billle  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 

R — Mar.  18 

^ Com.  with  Music  3001 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  (87) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

R — Mar.  25 

Isll  Comedy  3030 

Family  Next  Door  (63) 
Hugh  Herbert 

Joy  Hodges 

R — Apr.  15 

[y[  Comedy-Music  3006 
East  Side  of  Heaven 
(88) 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 

R — Apr.  15 

^ Action  Drama  3019 
Code  of  the  Streets  (70) 
Harry  Carey 

Frankie  Thomas 

Juanita  Quigley 

R — Jan.  28 

HD  Action  Drama  3018 
Big  Town  Czar  (66) 

Barton  MacLane 

Eve  Arden 

R — Apr.  22 

HD  Comedy  Drama  30301 
For  Love  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Apr.  22 

^ Action  Drama  FN361 
Blaoliwell’s  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 

R — Mar.  4 

|T|  Melodrama  WB323 

On  Trial  (62) 

John  Litel 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — Mar.  25 

[g]  Outd'r  Drama  WB304 
©Dodge  City  (104) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Apr.  8 

|l5|  Melodrama  WB316 
Women  in  the  Wind(66) 
Kay  Francis 

Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 

^ Drama  FN354 

Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 

HD  Comedy  rN373 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 

M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 

R— Apr.  22 
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II  MAY  6 

MAY  13 

MAY  20 

MAY  27 

JUNE  3 

JUNE  10  j 

Jr — ^ 

(am  Drama  9031 

(Outside  These  Walls  (61) 
j D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 

R — June  3 

'll' 

[H]  Action  Drama  9016 

Blind  Alley  (71) 

C.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 

R — Apr.  29 

^ Action  Drama  9001 
Only  Angels  Have 

Wings  (122)  R-May  20 

C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 
^ Action  Drama  9027 
Missing  Daugiiters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 

[Y]  Action  Drama  9024 
Trapped  in  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 

R — Feb.  18 

[Yl  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 

1 

i 

-j. 

Drama  301 

Exile  Express  (70) 

Anna  Sten-AIan  Marshal 

R — Feb.  18 

[l^  Western  AVI-19 

Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 

Tex  Fletcher-J,  Barclay 

R — Feb.  18 

g Action  Drama  314 
Panama  Patrol  (69) 

Leon  Ames 

Charlotte  Wynters 

R— Feb.  25 

^ Western  WI-3 

Singing  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

ii.' 

i|  Comedy  933 

“ Lucky  Night  (82) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 
R — May  6 

Hi 

[12]  Action  Drama  935 

Tell  No  Tales  (69) 

Melvyn  Douglas 

Louise  Platt 

R — May  20 

Comedy  936 

It’s  a Wonderful  World 

(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stewart 

R— May  13 

^ Comedy  937 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Young- Annabella 

R — May  27 

[Y]  Melodrama  938 

6,000  Enemies  (61) 

Walter  Pldgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

[T1  Action  Drama  3820 
Buys  Reformatory  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — May  6 

[is]  We.stern  3864 

Down  the  Wyoming 

Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — June  17 

HH  Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  CaU  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movlta 

R — May  27 

[Y]  Western  3855 

Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  3 

Melodrama  3823 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 

R — Aug.  5 

J,  [s]  Outdoor  Drama  3835 

1 (^Union  Pacific  (137) 

1(1  Barbara  Stanwyck 

1 Joel  McCrea 
j R— May  6 

[l^  Drama  3836 

Hotel  lmi>erial  (80) 

1.  Miranda-R.  Milland 

R — Apr.  22 

[l^  Musical  3837 

Some  IJke  It  Hot  (65) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 
Gene  Krupa 

R— May  13 

Drama  3838 

I'nmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 

R — May  27 

Drama  3864 

Stolen  Life  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 

R — Apr.  29 

[2]  Comedy  3839 

Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case 
(76) 

Gracie  Allen 

Warren  William 

R— May  13 

|~9]  Action  Drama  3840 
Undercover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J  C.  Naish 

R — May  27 

1 

[U  Western  844 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 

' Gene  Autry-June  Storey 

R — May  6 

I 

Western  866 

Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 

R — June  24 

|l^  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 
Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dix-G.  Patrick 

R — Apr.  15 

[isl  Western  866 

Southward  Ho!  (58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

R — June  17 

Drama  812 

The  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 

R— May  27 

[Y~|  Action  Drama  813 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (60) 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 

R — June  3 

[Y]  Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— July  8 

[y[  Comedy  Drama  924 

1 Sorority  House  (63) 

! Anne  Shlrley-J.  Ellison 

R — Apr.  22 

[l^  Melodrama  926 

Panama  Lady  (65) 

L.  Ball-A.  Dane 

R— May  13 

1^  Western  984 

Kacketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R — May  20 

[Y]  Comedy  928 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71) 
Lupe  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

§[5]  Action  Drama  941 

1 Chasing  Danger  (60) 

■ Preston  Foster 

■ Lynn  Bari 
|r— Jan.  7 

|l^  Musical  942 

Rose  of  AVashingrton 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 

Tyrone  Power 

A1  Jolson 

R— May  13 

[i9|  Comedy  943 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  Withers-A.  Whelan 

R— May  13 

1^  Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Gorilla  (66) 

Rltz  Bros. 

R — ^May  27 

[~2~|  Comedy  Drama  946 

Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
wood (60) 

Jed  Prouty 

Shirley  Deane 

R— May  27 

Drama  947 

OYoung  Mr.  Lincoln 

(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

|26l  Action  Drama 
Captain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen- June 
Lang-Brian  Aherne 

R — May  13 

[19]  Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Champ  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 

R — May  20 

[2^  Action  Drama  3040 
They  Asked  for  It  (61) 
B.  Lundigan-J.  Hodges 
R— July  8 

[Y~[  Action  Drama  3040 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

[Y[  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Lombard 

|Y]  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

|Y]  Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

, [J]  Action  Drama  FN363 

J Confessions  of  a Nazi 

1 Spy  (102) 

1 Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Lya  Lys 
' R — Apr.  29 

I 

[l3|  Action  Drama  AVB322 
Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor 
(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — April  1 

[20]  Action  Drama  FN364 
You  Can’t  Get  Away 
With  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

1^  Action  Drama  FN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 

R— May  13 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  FN376 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewin 

R — April  8 

Hist.  Drama  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

[Y]  Comedy  Astor 

Gay  Nineties  (64) 

[Y]  Western  Astor 

Tumbleweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm,  S.  Hart 

R — May  27 
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1 JUNE  17 

JUNE  24 

JULY  1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22  I 

lisl  Comedy  1078 

Awful  Truth  (92)  relsnue 
Irene  Dunne 

lisl  Western  9807 

Western  Caravans  (B8) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
R— July  1 

^ Action  Drama  9018 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  "Q”  Planes) 

L.  Ollvier-V.  Hobson 

R — June  10 

|29l  Drama  9038 

Parents  on  Trial  (67) 
Parker-Downs;  R-July  8 
[30|  Comedy  9005 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73):  R-June  24 

J.  BIondell-M.  Douglas 

Western  9808 

Man  From  Sundown  (59) 
Starrett-Meredith 

R — Aug.  5 

[iq]  Drama  9085 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 
(60) 

Hudson-Kruger;  R-July  8 

1 

^ Comedy  901 B 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacatio:  ]l 

(68)  ■ 

Penny  Singlelon  ll 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  22 

^ Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R — June  3 

^ Comedy  940 

Maisie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 

Robert  Young 

R — June  17 

|30]  Drama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R — July  1 

pf]  Drama  948 

OOn  Borrowed  Time 

(99) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

R— July  8 

[IS]  Drama  943 

They  All  Come  Out  (70) 
Rita  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

R — July  8 

1^  Comedy  94 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Sprinj 
Fever  (87) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — July  16 

- 

in  Action  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R — July  8 

|2l|  Western  386! 

Man  From  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Aug.  12  : 

lie]  Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 

(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 
R— May  20 

|23|  Melodrama  3848 
Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 
J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 

R — May  20 

|23|  Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 
D.  Woods-E.  Venable 

R — Mar.  25 

|3^  Melodrama  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — June  24 

Musical  3846 

Man  About  Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

pi]  Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R — July  15 

[il]  Action  Drama  384! 

Magnificent  Fraud  (78,' 
Akim  Tamirotf-L.  Nolai 
Patricia  Morison 

R — July  1 

1^  Western  856 

In  Old  Caliente  (57) 

Roy  Royers;  R-July  15 

^ Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (52) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — July  15 

fs]  Drama  814 

Mickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryar 
R— July  1 

[i^  Musical  Comedy  816 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
R — July  1 

[isl  Melodrama  986 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-L.  Carrillo 

R — June  10 

|23|  Drama  987 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

g Mystery  Drama  989 

Saint  in  London  (70) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 

|30j  Western  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O'Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

[T]  Melodrama  930 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edw.  Ellis 

R — July  1 

[ii]  Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
jli]  Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron(79)reissue 
Joel  McCrea- Richard  Dix 

^ Musical  947! 

Way  Down  South  (62)  ( 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbra 
R— July  22 

[ii]  Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 
(71) 

S.  Toler-Phyllis  Brooks 

R — June  3 

^ Com.  Drama  954 

Susannah  of  the  Moun- 
ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randolph  Scott 

R — June  17 

|30|  Comedy  Drama  960 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

fr]  Melodrama  958 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 

R — Nov.  19 

lli]  Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (86) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Power 

R— July  8 

|2l|  Action  Drama  953 

News  Is  Made  at  Night  (71  K 
P.  Foster-L.  Bari 

R— July  8 

[2i|  Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
R— July  29 

Melodrama  3038 

House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 

Irene  Hervey 

R — May  20 

Drama  3031 

Forgotten  Woman  (68) 
Sigrid  Gurle-Don.  Briggs 
R— July  8 

[Ii]  Comedy  3008 

Unexpected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mischa  Auer 

R — July  22 

Drama  3007 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 
George  Raft-C.  Trevor 

R— -July  22 

|i^  Com.  M-Drama  WB384 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  Litel 

R — July  15 

^ Action  Drama  FN363 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R— May  27 

[T]  Com. -Music  IVBJll 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 

Dick  Powell 

R — June  10 

Action  Drama  WB318 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — June  24 

Action  Drama  WI5335 
Waterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 

Gloria  Dickson 

R — July  1 

1^  Drama  FN360 

Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 

John  Garfield 

R — June  24 

^ Musical  Astor 

Everything:  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 

1^  Melodrama  Astor 

U-67  (65) 

Allan  Hale 

fi]  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery- M.  Love 
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CURRENT  RELEASES 


II  JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26 

SEPTEMBER  2 | 

'^1^  Action  Drama  9033 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (62) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Augr.  5 

Action  Drama  9008 
Coast  Guard  (72) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

R — Aug.  19 

[l^  Melodrama  9018 

Man  They  Couldn’t 

Hang  (64) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  19 

[22]  Comedy  Drama 

Five  Little  Peppers  ( . . ) 
Edith  Fellows 

[3^  Wild  Horse  Picture 

Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion 
(..) 

Drarri'a  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

R — May  20 

[4"!  Drama  946 

Miracles  for  Sale  (70) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

R — Aug.  5 

[ll]  Drama  947 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  (91) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

R — ^Aug.  12 

Comedy  Drama  948 

These  Glamour  Girls  ( . . ) 
Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 

|2^  Comedy  Fantasy  949 

©Vvizard  of  Oz  (102) 

Judy  Garland 

Frank  Morgan 

R — Aug.  1 9 

Comedy  Drama 

The  Women  ( . . ) 

Norma  Shearer 

Joan  Crawford 

Rosalind  Russell 

[1]  Mystery  3807 

Mr.  Wong'  in  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R— July  22 

[l^  Drama  with  Mus.  3825 
Girl  From  Kio  (62) 
Movita-Warren  Hull 

R — Aug.  12 

[le]  Western  3866 

Kiders  of  Frontier  ( . . ) 
Tex  Ritter 

g Western  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  ( . . ) 
Jack  Randall 
g Melodrama  3826 

Irish  Luck  (58) 

F.  Darro-D.  Purcell 

1^  Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (64) 
Anna  May  Wong 

R — July  29 

|~4~|  Comedy  3819 

Night  Work  (62) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

R — Aug.  12 

[lY]  Comedy  Drama  3850 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (90) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

R — Aug.  5 

[l^  Melodrama  3865 

This  Man  Is  News  (75) 
Barry  K.  Barnes 

V.  Hobson  R — July  29 

[l^  Western  3859 

Renegade  Trail  (58) 
William  Boyd 

R.  Hayden  R — July  29 

g Musical  Comedy  3851 
Star  Maker  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

R — ^Aug.  19 

Melodrama 

Death  of  a Champion 
(..) 

L.  Overman-R.  Paige 

1^  Comedy  816 

Should  Husbands  Work? 
(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R — July  22 

|3]^  Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  (64) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Aug.  5 

[ll]  Western  868 

New  Frontier  (56) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Aug.  19 

[it]  Western  847 

In  Old  Monterey  (70) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R— July  29 

Drama 

Smuggled  Cargo  ( . . ) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Barry  MacKay 

[p]  Drama 

Flight  at  Midnight  ( . . ) 

P.  Regan-J.  Parker 

[H]  Melodrama  931 

Spellbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

R — July  15 

[X|  Comedy  938 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

[HI  Western  933 

Bad  Lands  (65) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  Jr. 

R— July  29 

[1^  Drama  936 

In  Name  Only  (92) 

Carole  Lombard 

Cary  Grant-K.  Francis 

R — Aug.  12 

|~Y~|  Drama  001 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (..) 
Anna  Neagle 

Geo.  Sanders 

Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

R— July  29 

[4~|  Comedy  Drama  001 

Fisa  Max>vell’8  Hotel  for 
Women  (82) 

Ann  Sothern 

James  Ellison 

R— July  29 

[11]  Comedy  Drama  003 

Chicken  Wagon  Family 

(65) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Aug.  19 

[Y^  Adventure  Drama  003 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 

(100) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Nancy  Kelly-R.  Greene 

R — Aug.  5 

g Comedy  004 

Quick  Millions  (61) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Byington 

R— Aug.  5 

[~if]  Mystery  005 

Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  ( . . ) 

B.  Rathbone-I.  Lupino 

|28]  Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

R — July  22 

[~4]  Drama 

0Foar  Feathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 

June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

[11]  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — July  8 

[l^  Drama  with  Music 

They  Shall  Have  Music 
(120) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 

J.  Heifetz;  R-July  15 

[H]  Drama 

When  Tomorrow  Comes 

(90) 

Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

R — Aug,  19 

1^  Comedy  with  Music 

First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama 

Underpup  ( . . ) 

Gloria  Jean-Ernest 
Truex-Nan  Grey 
[^  Outdoor  Drama 

Mutiny  on  the  Blaidc 
Hawk  (66)  R — June  24 

R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 

|29|  Comedy  FN366 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 

Gloria  Dickson 

R — July  8 

[5]  Melodrama  WB315 
Indianapolis  Speedway 
(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Pat  O'Brien 

R — July  15 

[1^  Comedy  WB326 

Torchy  Plays  With 
D.vnamite  (59) 

J.  Wyman-A.  Jenkins 

R — Aug.  6 

|l9|  Drama  FN.35G 

Each  DawTi  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 

Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 

R— July  22 

1^  Comedy  rN376 

Hobby  Family,  The  (54) 
Irene  Rich-Henry  O’Neil 
1^  Drama  FN367 

Angels  Wash  Their 

Faces  (96) 

Ann  Sheridan-R.  Reagan 

R — Aug.  5 

[Y[  Drama 

The  Old  Maid  (95) 

B.  Davis-M.  Hopkins 

R — Aug.  5 

' 
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OCTOBER  7 

OCTOBER  14  1 

[5]  Drama  9002 

Golden  Boy  (100) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 
Adolphe  Menjou 

William  Holden 

R — Aug.  19 



■ ' 

Comedy 

Henry  Goes  to  Arizona 

s 

Frank  Morgan 

[15]  Comedy  Drama 
Dancing  Co-ed  ( . . ) 

Lana  Turner 

Richard  Carlson 

|22|  Drama 

Thunder  Afloat  ( . . ) 

Wallace  Beery 

Chester  Morris 

Virginia  Grey 

Comedy  Drama 

Fast  and  Furious  ( . . ) 

A.  Sothern-F.  Tone 

H [o]  Western  3857 

Overland  Dlail  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

g Action  Drama  3815 
.Sky  Patrol  ( . . ) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

|30|  Drama  3803 

Murder  in  the  Big  House 
(■  .) 

Chas.  Bickford 

Barton  MacLane 

[Tj  Action  Drama  3816 
Wings  Over  the  Andes 
(..) 

John  Trent 

H [s]  Drama 

H Television  Spy  ( . . ) 

S W.  Henry-J.  Barrett 

ji^  Drama 

Beau  Geste  (120) 

Gary  Cooper-R.  Milland 
R — July  29 

1^  Comedy 

$1,000  a Touchdown  ( . . ) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Martha  Raye 

[29]  Comedy  Drama 

M.v  Love  for  Yours  ( . . ) 
M.  Carroll-F.  MacMurray 
[S^  Western 

Range  War  (66) 

W.  Boyd-R.  Hayden 

R — Aug.  12 

1 jj]  Western  986 

1 Fighting  Gringo  (60) 

■ George  O'Brien 

I [|]  Melodrama  935 

1 Conspiracy  ( . . ) 

H A.  Lane-L.  Hayes 

Comedy  002 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept 
(■  ■) 

J.  Penner-B.  Grable 

g Comedy  Drama  93-1 
Fifth  Avenue  Girl  ( . . ) 
Ginger  Rogers 

James  Ellison 

[^  Drama  003 

Full  Confession  (..) 

V.  McLaglen-S.  Eilers 

Drama 

Three  Sons  ( . . ) 

E.  Ellis-V.  Vale 

|l3|  Musical  946 

Everything  on  Ice  ( . . ) 

I.  Dare-E.  Linden 

1 Melodrama  006 

■ Charlie  Chan  at  Trea- 

1 sure  Island  (73) 

1 S.  Toler-P.  Moore 

■ R — ^Aug.  12 

Drama  Oil 

The  Rains  Came  ( . . ) 
Myrna  Loy-Tyrone  Power 
George  Brent 

g Comedy  008 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  ( . . ) 

Jean  Rogers 

William  Prawley 

|29|  Drama  009 

Here  1 Am  a Stranger 
(•  .) 

R.  Greene-N.  Kelly 

[is]  Musical  007 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  ( . . ) 
Alice  Faye-Don  Ameche 

1 Bad  Company  ( , . ) 

I Jackie  Cooper 

1 Freddie  Bartholomew 

1 [j]  "Western 

1 Desperate  Trails  (62) 

1 John  Mack  Brown 

1 Bob  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 

Musical 

Hawaiian  Nights  ( . . ) 
Johnny  Downs 

Mary  Carlisle 

[2^  Drama 

Rio  (..) 

Sigrid  Gurie 

Basil  Rathbone 

1 [T]  Melodrama 

1 Nancy  Drew  and  the 

1 Hidden  Staircase  ( . . ) 

1 Bonita  Granville 

1 Frankie  Thomas 

[is]  Drama 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  ( . . ) 
John  Garfield 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Aug.  19 

[^  Comedy 

No  Place  to  Go  ( . . ) 

Fred  Stone 

Gloria  Dickson 

Denis  Morgan 

|3^  Melodrama 

A Child  Is  Born  ( . . ) 

G.  Fitrgerald-G.  George 

J.  Lynn 

R — Aug.  5 

i 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatlna  ‘flou6e 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request.  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

IMPORTANT  — TO  DEALERS,  DIS- 
TRIBUTORS, THEATRE  OWNERS.  The 
new  Picture-Fone  “Third  Dimension”  sound 
equipment  is  without  a doubt  the  best  in- 
vestment any  theatre  owner  can  make. 
Write  for  information.  Dealers  wanted 
everywhere.  PICTUR-FONE  COMPANY, 
Lima,  Ohio. 


REAR  SHUTTERS  FOR  SIMPLEX, 
$29.50!  Here’s  value^ — while  they  last.  Take 
advantage — modernize  your  Simplex  by 
installing  rear  shutters.  S.O  S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


HERE’S  WHAT  YOU’VE  BEEN  WAIT- 
ING FOR:  Re-equip  using  new  S.O.S. 
easy  time  payment  plan — available  on 
quality  theatre  equipment.  Write  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible:  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

’TWO  HOLMES  35MM  SOUND  PRO- 
JECTORS, 1,000  ft.  Magazines  with  Mazda 
lamps  suitable  for  road  shows  and  small 
theatres.  Built  for  Western  Electric  ac- 
cording their  own  specifications  with  their 
latest  high  fidelity  sound — no  patched  up 
job.  Valued  $3,000.00.  Our  bargain  price — 
$390.00.  First  deposit  gets  it.  Any  kind 
examination  allowed.  WESTERN  FEA- 
TURE FILMS,  1018  S.  Wa’aash,  Chicago. 

FOR  SALE — Complete  theatre  equipment 
at  a bargain;  2 Simplex  projectors  com- 
plete, 2 Peerless  lamps,  2 rectifiers,  almost 
new  high  grade  sound  equipment,  rewinds, 
house  lights,  carpet,  ticket  machine,  ticket 
chopper,  acoustical  padding,  etc.  $1,000.00 
for  complete  outfit  for  quick  sale.  PIC- 
TUR-FONE COMPANY,  Lima,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE  — Simplex  machine  with 
sound  head.  Opera  House.  Triplett,  Mo. 

WILL  SELL  HOLMES  equipment.  Large 
magazines.  Martin  Teker,  Sheridan,  Mont. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 

HERE’S  A REAL  BUY!  950  American 
Seating,  ball  bearing,  nine  ply  inserted 
panel  backs,  squab  cushions.  Good  con- 
dition, 95c  each.  Many  others — S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE  — 250  seats; 
northeast  Missouri  town  of  1,200:  two  pay- 
rolls. State  Theatre,  LaGrange,  Missouri. 


HELP  WANTED 


TWO  OPERATORS  NEEDED— Must  be 
experienced,  sober,  single:  steady  work, 
small  salary.  Apply  F.  F.  Chenoweth,  Noll 
Theatre,  Bethany,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  — Experienced:  do 
sign,  scenery  painting;  own  P.  A.  system; 
$27.50;  references.  Behrens,  902  N.  Eighth, 
Sheboygan,  Wisconsin. 

PROJECTIONIST-AIECHANIC  — Now 
employed,  desires  change:  9 years  experi- 
ence, young,  reliable.  Experienced  in  serv- 
icing various  sound  equipment;  all  pro- 
jectors. Go  anywhere  if  opportunity  worth- 
while. Excellent  references.  B-1147,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St , Kansas  City,  Mo. 

POSITION  WANTED  — Manager;  14 
years  experience.  Excellent  references, 
married,  sober,  capable.  B-1143,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

YOUNG  EXPERIENCED  MAN  will  man- 
age theatre,  any  size,  anywhere;  have  pro- 
jectionist license;  references.  Write  John 
Baxter,  R.  D.  No.  1,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 


BINGO  CARDS 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES 

Write  today  for  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


A’TTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  Stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets. 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOOKS 


FREE — 'The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  lOB,  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ‘<AD  ORDER"  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cc;sh 
With  Order) 


I 10c  a word 
\ 4 insertions 
I at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad  times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  s.ection,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE. 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


BOXOFFICE  August  19,  1939 


• Address  eop.v  to  BOXOFFICE,  I8(M  E.  Xinth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  puldleation  date. 


You  get  more  for  your  money  when  you  use  NATIONAL  SCREEN  rP/l/LEPs| 
More  attention  value!  More  circulation!  More  word-of-mouth!  Mor< 
admissions!  More  exploitation!  More  profits!  • • « 

iPUL  you  pay  less  per  person  reached.  Less  per  ticket  sold.  And  there’s  no  guess* 
ing  as  to  how  many  SEE  and  HEAR  your  sales  message.  • • i 

o YoufCNOW-bec  ause  they  are  in  your  theatre,  watching  your  screen 
A 100%  customer-audience  at  every  performance with  the  BES' 
SELLER  in  the  business! . . . 


nBTi 


SERVICE 

PRIZE  BHBR  OF  THE  mDUSTHH 


NATIONAL 


EDITION 
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Ihg,  okurr  -of  H'.o  5ast 


ai’KAj,  AK«:.K 

ported. 

y.u  Hades  >:ere  aUe{}>>;i 
r?!ces«^r'.:  wtib  iAO  iarger 
r ine  anU-lrusl  fews,  ffjc 
v«U  xit-i  {.vnenarHy  Joolt  to}.- 

-li-jt  ti'ye.  vKiJca  i'fjY;b- 
d in  Ihn.canx-sr?  of  ofa-^r 
wrajpoly  'invasrj^arinn/lj'i? ' 
‘Usrrrdao,  rstkor  t>-,e  ec4>- 
SAgysJareji 

ffrjs'nf  fS'.o  jnojiypojy  cdnp- 
si’.'-tecd  te  Isold  ihs  boUoi' 
aaoo</l/stjons  ni  aomo  Inv 
ai'od  a,  s)rus»ej'  javrl  ths' 
menopji^isaJi;;.i|MrKjiiocs  *n<5 
Jai-aa.ahould  bo  rte-f»'!sy*<.n. 


: .YnRKW»3r»j'r»r. 

'' fn' {i"ir  f'-f'  a-^.u^snee  r-x ^ 

: f<^/ti>rrjey;p'C»s'yaV5  ofXsco  this!:  'a 
i»(icy-  <f  tbs';  lod’.isf.rv-isir.r.ainptg 

A <^4  « < f4  t , V>  ( vl  I 5W  yiiU 

XI«  yrojo<;vsd  move,  Boiiwnc't  k'itrnf 
;/r<.»iri  ujiiRiooaclaibJa  ••is.-  Rased  -ixsi- 

fliBi.ihjHjry:  wiaf.-  dRiirtMutoT  -loadox'  R>s-e?- 
H;ys  with  cx.'uWt-y.-  bo05e’r-~‘Ss'.k>  fsfab- 
ne-'*  ff  He  H do  o }<to<%er» 

%'>UcO  l/bs.  H U^oi 

My  me  g4‘»..')mnet}i  <0  ioafllrm  it?  aan* 

•terdiOH-^'.vaa  detHii*d  :«t  tiis -liRUity  ,strd~- 
b\f  > .dsvedi/  aI  r» , ‘r  '»<'>•' 

comer  of  .ih«  iiinb.stry.  . 

• fix  ie^aj  cir<:lB3.  iba.  jxssRirla 

* " p im  n of  J j^i  ^ < i s 

aa  :i  ^■JoMrv;bJt  of  tbs' :,"»nr.;vm;r- 
HxxiHe  a.'^r  ,,e  lHai  i<idd 

tx:>  •"os'rtoo  '(  4 d<‘jf 
”‘''y  A h>«  » 4in  t izc  ol  1 1 

the  Iddsmx'y  as  & irtnUH/irc.afitJA  or 

' epirados,  . . . .;v  • . . ■ ••,;■••. 

•iHu  \'  arp  njen-^  {ro<s  H/e 
generas's  fifnee  eanlC}  fioxvxr-jJvAbl?,'  xjoH??.  h'> 
'll<5tb,btirs-d-i''’«h<&xfos  -sa 

. aiHp'ie'  of  She  pv«rvaJ«.‘nce  rsvMch  con- 
Hjj’-a  ICS  vU'f  'o4«w«‘o-»j  H ee.-/e  iidixU.> 

• i«f«resis.  .'11x4?  line  rea?c«iiuja  yauxY-: 
vyeaHxl  irs-ikhM  nl  og<di  rixpres-sicins  wx  -rtais-s  : 
^ja‘'‘OT',  H»  Uxf  efftvx  Uxa.!  I « r't  > ’'R 
rn-x-rAi's  sxi'st:  vxas  aro'jcbl.  uajsx  ’roafko  •' . 

• fie^xmptv.n'o  of  ociyi&sitirjooR  toy/svrd  -aaai  - 
nx  »n  a •'sac*'  n^Hc  i,»  ,-f  < 5 i ^ M 

ld<Mjate‘  >fler  l,if<r  H?  J(  IHr  < - 
aarapya-  ilis  jjxalo?  ':»  ?Mt.  ■ 

forlhcoxnliig,  irsdafiniUi  piajlpy-r.aniersv.jnay 
re»u(  Is  i<  Pdxy  d‘pr>ee'}»^- 

,lfe)ns  r?i)l  <fto  made  ,tn  xhe  .aHome.v.,:^erj-  : 
^ f { n in  ^ i Uc  n 41  ! rox 
V-adr  > a-'o  r?r  >,  a)^,nja  ?»..«  p..o/{a?R  "o 
> >xi  * roio'i  il«>/  r yn  <,<nt 
,l*ist  %h»(  Old  rmtim  ol  HHa  aHyayoy 
' jro.be/ssl*  office  v/iil  bs;  i*?-  dJftkiiTr.  rn  an- 
nxajor  kayers  i<^y, , Tjxi'.y 
.HRssfbuicy  tnscebd  of:  cdm:n'tHi,<ftK  i(;A 


?Aa<  ” V'  7*  /hj  C'>  ^ Jufd  X'd'-ei  Crrss  ‘wo«-d  'Am  t<*e  ,<^•-1  xlase  xv 

7 ■’  « i<  / '•  f e } .jt  »•  X ».i  41  > H;r  P }>(  i<  I id  ' 


yh-'''ty  >h(fr:'  c«:an-»sm(V  arc'  U-eo^if  fa 
«'<  . ; f/oefj?  Cifoaeo;  Hm>rl/<.»ic.’5;sfdJo 

r,«>  J rj-'l'7'>;»4  sX'fej-  »{.» 

uivyo  s ac  b do  C A 

^£VJ.l  ?fjj  f 

•xVo'}?  I#s'a?m';fi7a  •(%’.. ao>{oj(,»»joo»or5 
r'»f»y,v  ;eocj  Afoedaj^  , df 

S ii/i  < u '»<(>  AKios  <*  d-*?  0 sd 

yzod''  epofa  fo*'  lOssc  iRo'?.?  ^ - b'  -f. 

■ iov  rkfr  iro.st  laroe.-  yo 

‘ . /' .'iferal 


diRve  back  bv  xbao  i 
Icaa'h,  r:eav,nei  of  Pafre  mm,  Aa 
(drned  It'din  a vso.'aH.on  on -the  oaasx 
,^}  ?’,'>imar  dtiAC  m ked/xod  aro 
.iHsXa  Oiu>c.\~r  1 Lc  »h 

Ivi  no  rtte  i ' I ‘.c  J ( lEt  . 

.ro<.;.-e..or:;;;;4»:t«..  theao.'.  da?«'s,  ajij'N  v,h>:?j 
I'oneyy  he  c.d,  «*al  iiem. 


siiOw , • .Hanoi' : CXa.Pro^  s 

xs:  va/xsxjoisjxis  here  b{d»A<rn  entrairnisg -ffij 
Haiiya'fioo.  Ik.  Panvioy.  'tho.- .raaas  ex- 

rj.d>>.x>r.-.<ebs>  s)V;o.s1;>  rocox  cf.  s-js,  xnjxa  in. 
,'r’A  aA''\  a id  Aom'Us  e H xbo  >eH 
.noahrhl  ^easn 


H>/r<is\'‘V  h'  ,''0' 

inofiiit  Bii-iffii/i  mfxneifirr,  sodoo  s/»  iiV>e’ 

Cv'itf  •/'■.s.c.i'J/.ds.va^s  ,r,,f  f ae:  eojsie 

;ws ; ■ oancyffi.  :x<.a  aooy  r i o/  .1  r(s/ai(ivr,  r^yOiMiO^-. : 

ra'o.’f.  <f AA'iejrr  ■ y/alcor  prodiecjr'i.ir  ';>>f£:. 

fpr 


■A4ra‘.is  ba'.'s'  ..sccep’ed.  lovha-.i-.'r,?-  to  aitexi'.l 

• dhn  fiiut;.’  la'spavtxn'v  niectt'xS  .of.-  vAo.  oi'-xanii- 

va«  i f > eix  Ml  < oter  m a h*- 

• svao.' . AirAOZia  d.tfsxe  rehs;  ha-v'e  {.aoiri.v-ed  Is;'.' 
••)5o  bn  f«iraJ:a,re  S.  K;  O'SdObVvk&cricl-dmA- 

iosev  for  M-ti'fvl;  .Chav;?.?  Stern.  uisU'ici- 
nixAKcev  toT  LA,  'AhH  am  f>xcA<m'jhr,  ea«l~ 
erii  <,hej?lon  manai^or  fox-.:.  S(aV:.  iTri-eilury- 
{ s d "'l'"  -s,  t I is  4tl  AiO'' 

.^heiKt-  inr  i^SCCf:-F.dv.-ard  hf . t-kVmasXJte.tVvs;-. 
r.iM-  chilrict  iixahcg'.'v;  Vidobn  Kicseii,  Fei-a- 
ididl  dA^'nt  dieni  M-  *i>»i  ■’VnVr>« 
ftoiviit  eoorser;  fox-  CalViUiofa;  f^dt^aysi  .■» 
xlbLIca,  ar'A>?mr,f  ««  w li^vy  «,^oboaicin, 
••  <'ov»;-,oent:  . or-  ,|v5»,e;ocfarni  - <5acA<  'Belhiiac. 

■ B #i  naga?.  i a?..  .Roixybhe ..  ...■•,  :, 

9 9 ee  Axr. ‘o  j.s  ju'miVi'-’mAi  f-J  »x' 
aolien  ci*  Hie  uxut.  stales  "the 

ii  ssi  far  >f  c-'ni  d < d*  c-aiY« 

At  ;b«  (>iecae.g.’' 


■ .drnest 


■il'tyj--  ',yi:nif><:f  so  '— ''  br'v  :o;r?J«a<;-c  -/>o  •i,.i«t/.t-< . •;»  s-t,?;;  .yai"  > '<i..imx  j.5;«..  wiMff.is.ssjio-'oo 

An  editorial  approach  to  the^  iptme 


' Mis  >>  OJ  «,  M ''a  4 T i 
>llSvi;til  ni,o;i',Kr  icte  foi  z xom*  ^vitii; 

Saoadfeo.;:.--4;.,:-,i?a  Al<{a.mai.:-.os.iniiO*.:»»'.-- 

A>}i4  C e'  >f  111  H > •*!  ma-  7t 

k oi«  f/  t I a *>  H O Af  \ ikU 
d<  ^iX40>s 'ddbcx  i>yf4  Alob  nixinso--'  xb? 
Cwdixa.  Ori'CjfH, 


oaUmsit  Rbv  • nixrgnsa:  eyas-.;. 

bxa'-  and 
dyo?:;;:ax(;v^; 
arpidid: 


See  Page  3 


■dtlifCix  Ca.hfodixa  mid  ; 


f 1.,'dn'sia. 


ON  4msf/  ffr?  B >i  * ni  o e , 
<>'}•  >c<.''y  i{o\th<'}&  .o/o^axaf 

Nnoyd  o^;  b i <b-  ro' 

b/Oifd,  FywjViiosyy  d/LAifi.e  Knebesto' 

■iX'KIO'a''  a»«‘f  >4</'><}o^,  blb’iV,  bV-OM»'(.i 
fb«  B9f<'0<>  \fx'Cy?i  <<<fsr  <i>mff  ? 
kxHovist  >Uh{. 


• (.T|ik  Mixmi?  'Tla'alia%-,:Rx«>h'XL:'J.:k  ?:i'.t- 
iln^rm.  nevr  gJvi.bs  ..froid  ii^-we'JI  i«  o nivy 
oxarnma  WiAtiviri  'T'u\y0^f  H>e 


f>' ('tifc'-ii  'hiii:'.  been-  ‘,-;r-;;t:4ivj  vortoc.;  t.isv.ex? 

^1  If  1 1 d<  « 1 ) f li-  1 

nuje  41/1  eh  tr  a ’“t/i  i Fi  aiv/* 
dftfv  vVI  is  im‘/>  ‘v  ' ibb  h A ' 
scetalm  v-ilxr  Ham*'  ’'liv--ma?  foi  • ostooc; 
?i>  5rea/'s<,  J---'-}  sodte  a'»n'’'5b  seo  '?a4  let  O'uX 
by  C-/-bhd  TdRXJoaai  iixtd  toox  H to  b/;ai?. 
•r<i  aiueli.so  br?  hsiiv  been  fo.'^ced  .to.h-.^ix , , 
1a>.4  I Ia-  kke?  »o  )k<  ? ud  j 'k-r  o.U' 
four  in-  txi*  myriHiof  Ke  tsHk-s  idxad-  the 
Imnxg  Cobw  nr  Har-iaxot  oi  eai./iv't  gi<s 


ticb‘-j  V iftoe  me  aIxin  teim  1e 

1 i'  e / Aif/  / 1'“'  I ^ tkle  } re  / ^ 
'h-  vsifO's  tpu1omt,’'i 
n d < d a t '‘ir  H Us.  if  e 

Vra+iVi  {h>Y.N.;if&‘8:  xib-tbday  -.he<'  taaxne'-.ber 
' T StviTjcd  an  M <i<  - Sylvfa  S-'/lney 

ha?  iNjlnrnah  frani  . ?>;•  Hm'og'eaxi-  v!i«d.1ors  .: 
•}.i>  h-'-Rii'  {>f<>oar>vt-icj;?-'fni'  hex'  oeK-  ;d  'Oiv?  . 
Tn-id  nx  aW.  IfA'y"  JAS'.'i'  '£.  Far/er,. 
va’i’-bov  ot  eiivaxis  lAitiinrifAXt  -sfat  • mara. 
'iviigs/  1 < t V I a ivev  yy>  t -if 

MdiitrcUan.XiBxx  a.-Xitp  abs-oa>J-..s-.-;Boftv.. 
.Jiemtoa.x  :.Hi  X‘a,b.aux’s::.^a?rata?>‘X:.4i>eiu,-,.i.he 
peeloi.  a/  r'x't?' be  Fa  Brnrh 
<'  'vVario-i,  a.dtF'fv  drlva  ch,SA:/'un.  'Xfxi. 
to  Chicage  ••,  .-Bob  'V»'co1lV...s4itloj'dA-1a’y 
ra{?«1  awa?  > - liiilpb  rtolxn  was  at 

Ho^VAieH  Fieb/  to  «r»>  '-Xioxtas  r’li-rriAian 


■ Bas'O.tXSSK:  • h 

I IC  S 1 'i  C ia  i X'-  Is.  i hi 
Irltel  "we  hare  aniy.  a ^b^hk  y-ictnro  ff 
-la  .^-e-Ml  '•  t urii  e J i ^rti 

try-  ba-.wiis  t-iF/l':r£if:  la?  nitlepmiVrnt  ex- 
hlL.ltoT,?  : to-  pi'&sex«X  : A:  soho.  xiMit  to  i I'ap 
Uio  br'netVs  Uiab  'yiL  /jeen--,'  a iha 
mil  of  'bi'  },-,>v<TiJXi<''rL  ?dl  .Mxnist 
rta}o/.'-pC>1-i:-,’L: 

Harry  0.  FCo.v.h,  actnrney  far  AhlM  ol 
N'av,':-Vors:.-  V4di  esr>^Ahi.  the.  Aat'a5!  .:bi;!- 
«/'  L'-nNom-',,!  04  VA'd  as  >ed:in>>  ixifc  >'oV' 

M'.svimxnr-'a.  !>ih  >;:«(;  ccr/.soJxI'o.t.;  sJrjii  tv.ill  .«o- 
.fof'eyrd.'<;ited  xtid  -aitex'  • a'  aa.vhxg  .n5,?n,  -l/.e' 

' s3  ibliori^, 

Af'ex  III*.  re'>/?/  iH^r,  oxt  aIaosn^'X?  as 
.exxin  se.?b»>xs.  V4ii1  •bt'fdh:  sxi.  •li;3C-  a,  m, 
Tbt*  .vid  tnebidc  Uta  fje^wHves  of  &L*  pr- 
I'  sxsiaa  Uon,  a.)y(i/:>tntmi:iil  -of:  t/mtr/xrdUaas'  sxhl . 

« d ‘i>v-  aI  vh  i idts  <a,jdist  r/hiaU  m 
riMi  »e  I nraA‘A'i.  a'  em  ? k he  si/d  " lalx" 
»1i-“i  i j Wr?  't  4 t j**tbx 


iROikin  IpictafN?  rieuxnoxt  and  vai/nxaOb',ajr?n 

Charhis  • sV.  Tix<Q:y«'-.  . rU?  sfas  ao  or'OR 
.nkii  '‘to  w/i<r4  /-■utonro'yH  timblcjns  aiiibni? 
oxifsehor-?/-  - . • •,  .- 

. Tbp  oxny  rjiad  U self  lagixlats-cii.  Pettf- 

mAsT  Cdre  .VT.e<Ka  kAMitK/i 
Tri/-  r I 31  an  n loo  Fll-a  effox,  o>  pat 
along  wJtn  she  fither  fcOoev,  ^xd-  b'ei  irandi 
. haato.  to  ted  the  tpiachea  tsi.  blrac-  tan  iit- 
lie  <,1e?l?e  Uv  sra  to  x'eoBoxa  and.  toa-  mocii 
In  go  -o'lkAv  5 bavp  3ilt1e  .p?.?tance  vtitd 
Ibssf  vi'jaj  -.gsy,  'Yes.  si>xaeHit«g::Sbnii1d,  hr 
bane,  htit  , ; ; hnV  ami  i-ake  obJmthRns 
ag^icioas  a txi'J  ' p>t.her*yx£o,  that  -serve  ■ tia: 
often'  aa:  a,' Ste.ofc-r:  ".BSiTAm  to  hkliv  :t:?e  Ihcls 
nf  .'vViU  nr  .tba  v/hllngness  lasln,  : . 

'H/.ir  csix  T Jxi  trankixave  obnem-l  nxj 
•1isa<.ipb;x'd.rr.ar:l  Uiat  e^rtenb  tbln^.?  Havt 
aht-  .inovad  fastar  tr.  ihtf  vdyebUen-  of  J«lf' 
. r.^ndafia'0  i ahidi  not  t/.w  to  place  tnx 
bhime;  Oixf:  difXicxaiy  is  thne  we've  spath 
kxi  mneb  Inna  tlirc/oln*  avIaS-s  nisteac 
of  lavmg  Hient,” 

. •:?«>tt:|iebn.  ahterv'eil  tbAf•,•'U..^,a^  i-tie  hxsb- 
;cn.  to  thxnk  oxi3y  In  tex-nxa  of  toda.y  as/c 
•;uoi  iXk.foiROvro'ft'.": 

• :.'--Wiyara  si  texe- fot-h  af  hyo'.nxsda,  :OV:' 
roaxx  1;»  Beif-'Creulstiob,  • H-  wa  teUow.Uxa 
road  vre  «'an  eantixiuo  ixx  .anr.duct-  our:  Of-'t 
uixsineas,  THn  ivilier  roo.fi  >trovides  Wil; 
a potaauRAn:  vvtiose  beat  lO:  chaiigt/A  «; 
often  be  eai'/  navoi-  laarn.  tba  hnsine?*  1 
any  o'  ?’ovx  anr  tliinlciixjc  of  lalduR  t.bx 
rt«(2  f IvsiPhah  go'u- bv  veUeol  I'uat  fov  i 

• xnoxnent  no.  tbK  tV,o  of  otAORr  -ndte-Hte 
vRneb.  hs/’vo:  feit.CAe  ibx'ocHlbH  axxF  of  b'l 
Ijtical  anmx'ete'-'-.- 

; Tbc:  f1na>  necesiOkv  hi  sotb  ragoiarton  d 
oxv'  trr.de  prnotellhC  Reitxlobti  le'd  H; 
'aiidtence-  rH.in  a,de,pc:th.e  ai'.Uici'yte  o?  liv- 

Tb'/inJd'^tx  ofi-wte  sneeev-' 

ia»y  o.nOei-  .aiiy  :*,’-^rrfei  v^liiek  o'ofi.ld  gtv 
«A>r;e  eroxip  ujifatr  .Adx’ar.Hige  :av8r;  ahotud 
:i1iat/-^  * anc  ruuio'.iy  {X>h«; 
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PEACE  IN  WHAT  YEAR? 


Now  that  cool  and  dispassionate  inspection  has  had 
a chance,  the  still  smouldering  bombshell  out  of 
Washington  may  turn  out  to  be  some  sort  of  a bless- 
ing, although  it  is  essential  to  dig  around  before  dis- 
covering how  and  why. 

The  major  companies  and,  particularly  men  like  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  Gradwell  Sears  and  Abe  Montague  who 
have  been  carrying  the  working  load,  are  keenly  dis- 
appointed. Very  likely  some,  even  many,  of  the  ex- 
hibitor code  negotiators  around  the  country  are  passing 
through  the  same  brand  of  vibrations.  It  is  easily  un- 
derstandable, naturally.  Approximately  eighteen  months 
of  endeavor,  a good  deal  of  it  undertaken  at  business 
and  personal  sacrifice,  are  now  seriously  jeopardized 
and,  not  remotely,  perhaps  kicked  out  completely. 

Until  now  and  frequently  reported  in  BOXOFFICE,  the 
majors  have  maintained  persistently  that  the  code,  when 
finished,  will  become  operative  regardless  of  what  the 
Department  of  Justice  thought.  Actually,  they  anticipated 
no  opinion  on  the  prevailing  Washingtonian  theory,  of 
which  they  were  thoroughly  aware,  that  any  expression 
would  bind  the  department  and  hamstring  any  future 
prosecutions  it  may  determine  to  launch. 

This  much  became  apparent,  however,  when  the  all- 
industry suit  was  filed  in  mid-July  last  year.  In  that  con- 
nection, Thurman  Arnold  then  issued  an  extensive  state- 
ment, the  context  of  which  and  even  the  very  existence 
of  which  conceivably  may  have  been  lost  sight  of  in  the 
onrush  of  subsequent  events.  The  statement,  in  high- 
light, declared: 

"In  the  past  it  was  the  custom  of  business  men  to  seek 
from  the  Department  of  Justice  some  vague  form  of  approval 
for  their  plans  of  operation  which  involved  anti  trust  ques- 
tions. That  practice  now  is  generally  discredited.  It  put  the 
department  in  a position  of  acquiescence  in  practices  the  evil 
results  of  which  could  not  be  foreseen  at  the  private  con- 
ferences with  representatives  of  the  industry. 

"The  truth  is  that  without  a judicial  proceeding  the  depart- 
ment is  not  in  a position  to  inform  the  industry  what  arrange- 
ments it  will  accept.  The  law  contemplates  that  the  depart- 
ment must  work  with  the  courts  and  that  it  must  not  bind  itself 
in  any  way  except  by  a public  proceeding  in  court.  The  de- 
partment can  only  talk  through  the  medium  of  complaints 
filed  in  court  and  applications  for  relief  addressed  to  the 
court.  No  situation  can  ever  become  crystallized  without  this 
form  of  proceeding.  Approval  voiced  by  individual  repre- 
sentatives of  the  department  in  private  conference  cannot  be 
binding  on  the  department  or  create  immunity  from  prose- 
cution- Such  approval  clarifies  nothing  and  it  lacks  the  sanc- 
tion of  public  confidence.  It  does  not  provide  Congress  with 
a guide  for  amending  the  laws  where  they  are  achieving 
an  uneconomical  result." 

Pretty  definite  stuff. 

The  quintet  of  attorneys  who  visited  Washington 
recently  in  an  effort  to  get  a reaction  to  the  code  were 
thrown  off  the  track  because  Paul  Williams,  who  will 
conduct  the  government's  case,  told  them  he  saw  noth- 


ing illegal  in  the  final  code  draft  as  submitted,  at  the 
same  time  making  it  clear  its  adoption  would  not  bear 
on  the  prosecution  of  the  industry-wide  suit.  But  ap- 
parently and  as  pointed  out  by  Arnold  over  a year  ago, 
he  meant  it  when  he  stated  "approval  voiced  by  indi- 
vidual representatives  of  the  department  in  private  con- 
ference cannot  be  binding  on  the  department  or  create 
immunity  from  prosecution." 

What  has  caused  the  initial  uproar  has  been  the  de- 
partment's surprise  tactic  in  taking  any  stand  by  de- 
claring code  adoption,  in  its  present  form,  will  result 
in  an  even  more  highly  intensified  legal  barrage. 

But  let's  take  a look  further  and  see  if  the  conclusion 
does  not  emerge  as  reasonable  that  this  stand  actually 
constitutes  some  sort  of  a gift  lurking  behind  a long, 
black  beard.  Arnold,  by  the  uncertainty  of  his  methods, 
actually  makes  his  method  certain  in  this  instance.  The 
time,  the  energy  and  the  money  expended  on  the  code 
finally  may  turn  into  a regrettable  and  regretted  loss, 
but  now,  at  least,  the  chance  has  been  provided  to  alter 
it  or  drop  it  rather  than  plunge  and  perhaps  ultimately 
face  criminal  indictment  for  openly  defying  the  govern- 
ment. Obviously,  this  is  vital  information  to  have,  no 
matter  how  disappointing  its  application  to  the  code 
may  be. 

We  have  no  manner  of  knowing  if  Arnold  set  out  to 
do  the  industry  a favor  or  not.  Maybe  nothing  of  the 
sort.  Maybe  he  was  thinking  only,  or  primarily,  of  the 
suit  which  he  intends  to  push  and  what  effect  a self- 
regulation program  might  have  on  his  issues,  his  wit- 
nesses and  their  willingness  to  testify  under  a functioning 
code  that  might  improve,  if  not  entirely  remedy,  the  com- 
plaints which  originally  took  them  to  the  department 
of  justice. 

Irrespective  of  all  this,  however,  Arnold,  by  design  or 
otherwise,  informs  the  industry  precisely  where  it  stands 
on  the  long  and  prolonged  and  vexatious  trade  practice 
problem.  In  the  doing,  he  sends  aloft  a helpful  sign 
flickering  lonesomely  on  a dubious  and  increasingly 
black  horizon. 

Dubious  and  black  alike  because  now  that  the  code 
dangles  over  oblivion  by  a thread  of  undetermined 
strength,  it  becomes  obvious  no  determination  of  the 
industry's  future  course  is  possible  until  the  government 
suit  is  tried  and  ultimately  resolved  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  if  needs  be.  Between  now  and  then  is  a discourag- 
ingly  long  period  of  time,  even  years.  In  the  interim,  un- 
certainty will  rule  the  day  and  harmony  cannot  prevail. 


ARNOLD  WON'T  CHANGE  RDUNG  ON  TRADE  PACT; 
WASHINGTON  DESCRIBES  ISSDE  AS  "DEAD  DDCK" 


Strict  Legal  Approach  Is 
Aimed  at  "Monopoly," 
Real  or  Fancied 


Plam  ^aik 


0 0 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

WAsraNGTON — Any  appeal  which  may  be 
directed  to  Thurman  Arnold  to  alter  his 
opinion  on  the  code  on  the  ground,  yet 
to  be  demonstrated,  that  a majority  of 
exhibitors  want  it  or  something  like  it  is 
expected  to  fall  on  deaf  ears. 

As  a lawyer  and  official  of  the  depart- 
ment of  justice,  it  is  pointed  out  here 
in  informed  quarters  that  Arnold  is  not, 
and  cannot  be,  concerned  with  the  wishes 
of  a majority  in  any  industry,  film  or 
otherwise,  but  rather  with  monopolistic 
practices,  whether  actual  or  otherwise,  ap- 
plied by,  or  to,  a minority. 

This  is  viewed  as  the  strictly  legal  ap- 
proach and,  in  connection  with  it,  it  is 
declared  here  lawyers  for  the  major  com- 
panies in  New  York  certainly  ought  to 
be  aware  of  it  and,  in  the  doing,  any 
appeal  to  Arnold  for  a re-consideration  on 
any  but  lines  in  consonance  with  the  law 
is  futile  and  a complete  waste  of  time. 

Tire  basic  factor  influencing  Arnold,  of 
course,  is  his  belief  that  the  August  10 
edition  of  the  code  is  reared  on  an  illegal 
industry  structure  and  thus  cannot  be 
condoned  by  the  department.  It  is  further 
pointed  out  that  the  assistant  attorney 
general  obviously  cannot  change  his  de- 
cision for  this  reason  without  stultifying 
the  government  in  its  all-industry  suit. 

For  these  reasons,  reliable  Washington 
opinion  concludes  the  code  is  completely 
a “dead  duck.” 


Frederick  Wood  Likely 
Counsel  for  Schine 

Buffalo — Frederick  H.  Wood  of  Cravath, 
de  Gersdorff,  Swaine  & Wood,  New  York 
legal  firm,  most  likely  will  be  retained  by 
J.  Myer  and  Louis  W.  Schine  as  defense 
counsel  in  the  government’s  anti-trust 
suit  against  the  circuit  with  Willard  C. 
McKay,  New  York  counsel  for  the  circuit, 
assisting  Wood. 

The  Schines  have  been  mulling  over 
such  names  as  former  Federal  Judge 
Thomas  D.  Thacher  of  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict Court  of  New  York  and  Louis  Nizer 
of  Phillips  & Nizer  and  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  Film  Board  of  Trade. 
Thacher,  who  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Simpson,  Thacher  & Bartlett,  has  been 
actively  engaged  by  Paramount  for  more 
than  a year  on  the  all-industry  suit  in 
addition  to  representing  the  distributor  on 
other  important  cases  and  it  is  felt  his 
services  cannot  be  secured  at  this  time. 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


Hollywood  is  on  the  upbeat.  Defi- 
nitely so.  That,  briefly.,  sums  up  the 
findings  on  a three-week  visit  to  the 
various  production  lots  in  the  studio 
city.  While  we  were  there  every  lot 
was  bristling  with  activity;  even  on  the 
smaller  independent  production  stages. 
And  that  activity  seems  to  be  continu- 
ing with  more  production  in  progress 
than  in  many  a moon;  and  each  com- 
pany has  many  pictures  finished  far 
ahead  of  release  date.  That,  too,  is  a 
healthy  sign. 

Hollywood  is  still  Hollywood  in  many 
respects,  but  it  is  a wiser  as  well  as 
older  Hollywood.  It  is  learning  its  les- 
sons and  it  is  beginning  to  heed  them. 

It  has  begun  to  listen  to  outside  of 
Hollywood  and  it  has  begun  to  supply 
what  exhibitors  and  pubHc  have  been 
asking  for.  A new  element  of  show- 
manship and  merchandising  sense  has 
entered  upon  the  scene.  Men  with  ex- 
perience in  the  retail  end  of  this  busi- 
ness are  now  part  and  parcel  of  pic- 
ture making.  The  result  is  evidencing 
itself  in  some  of  the  current  attractions 
and  in  the  already-finished  productions 
for  the  new  season. 

The  cry  for  new  personalities  seems 
at  last  to  have  been  heard.  There  are 
several  startlingly  fine  new  discoveries 
on  the  horizon.  And  they  are  being 
launched  with  care,  well-groomed  for 
starring  careers  by  proper  casting  in 
vehicles  with  mass  audience  appeal; 
and,  in  addition,  a more  sensible  build- 
up is  being  employed  for  these  new 
boxoffice  potentials. 

In  the  crop  of  early  releases  for  the 
new  season  already  completed  there  is 
a greater  variety  of  story  and  type  of 
production  than  has  been  the  case  in 
the  recent  past.  Unless  there  is  a later 
juggling  of  release  dates  the  cycle 
period  seems  to  be  over.  This  is  not  to 
say  that  there  will  not  be  a timing  of 


pictures  with  events  and  activities  that 
are  seasonal.  But  better  judgment  in 
the  timing  of  such  releases  is  indicated 
in  initially  set  release  dates.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  these  schedules  will  be 
maintained  throughout  the  new  season. 

The  big  picture  is  more  in  evidence 
than  in  many  a season  heretofore.  Not 
only  big  from  the  standpoint  of  cost  and 
magnitude  of  production  but  in  every 
way  that  the  word  implies.  And  the 
second  string  of  product  also  has  shown 
marked  improvement  in  recent  weeks. 
We  saw  much  of  both  in  the  many 
previews  we  attended  on  the  coast. 
We  mentally  recorded  the  winners  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  see  how  well  they 
are  clicking  in  pre-release  runs. 

From  all  indications — current  pro- 
ductions in  their  initial  runs,  those  fin- 
ished for  early  new  season  release, 
those  now  shooting  and  many  others 
readying  for  early  production — it  would 
appear  that  the  motion  picture  will 
this  forthcoming  season  reach  the  ren- 
aissance period  in  its  history.  That 
has  been  predicted  before.  But,  based 
on  actual  deliveries  rather  than  on 
promises,  the  outlook  is  that  encourag- 
ing. 

So  we  repeat:  Hollywood  is  on  the 
upbeat.  In  its  delivery  of  a goodly  pro- 
portion of  entertaining,  mass-audience 
appealing  product  lies  the  answer  to 
many  of  the  industry's  problems.  That's 
basic.  The  rest  of  the  job  is  up  to  those 
who  have  to  sell  that  product  to  the 
public — to  merchandise  it  to  get  the 
greatest  returns  from  it. 
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VEER  TOWARD  RELIEF  D.  S.  CODE  REJECTION 
PRESAGES  COURT  FIGHT  ON  SUIT  TO  FINISH 

See  Arnold  Opinion  as  UA  FUes  Aiiswei;  Sweepinglv 

Pointing  to  Avoidance  r\  ^ 

Of  More  Actions  Denies  Govemment  Charges 


New  York — Topline  executive  opinion 
rapidly  crystallizing  here  figures  rejection 
of  the  code  by  the  department  of  justice 
on  the  stand  it  is  predicated  on  an  illegal 
structure  sharpens  the  issues  in  the  gov- 
ernment’s all-industry  suit  and  points  the 
way  toward  the  need  to  fight  to  the  finish 
tlie  issues  involved  in  the  courts. 

While  first  flush  reaction  was  one  of 
amazement,  chagrin  and  disappointment, 
ever  more  perceptibly  grows  the  conviction 
Thurman  Arnold  actually  has  done  the 
industry  a decided  favor  in  that,  by  his 
surprising  and  totally  unexpected  ruling, 
he  has  pointed  the  way  to  avoid  additional 
litigation,  possibly  criminal.  One  executive 
typifying  this  school  of  thought,  explains 
in  this  manner: 

“Of  course,  we  expected  nothing  of  the 
sort.  But  now  that  we  have  had  a chance 
to  reflect,  Arnold,  no  doubt,  has  done  us 
a favor  in  declaring  himself  on  his  future 
course  if  we  had  proceeded  with  the  origi- 
nal intention  of  implementing  the  code 
regardless  of  what  the  department  of  jus- 
tice thought  about  it.  In  other  words,  he 
has  supplied  us  with  essential  information 
in  guiding  our  future.  If  it  means  we  can- 
not go  ahead  with  the  code,  it  also  means 
the  responsibility  is  not  ours  and  that,  at 
least,  we  know  how  to  avoid  a pitfall  which 
would  probably  create  additional  headaches 
in  the  form  of  further  governmental  legal 
action.” 

In  the  melee  of  ideas  which  trail  the 
Arnold  letter  to  the  attorneys  represent- 
ing five  major  film  companies  much 
thought  is  turning  to  ways  and  means  of 
circumventing  the  justice  department’s  at- 
titude. It  is  suggested  the  essential  code 
provisions  might  be  applied  by  one  com- 
pany grafting  them  onto  its  regular  con- 
tracts. It  is  felt,  however,  that  any  such 
plan  as  this  would  circumvent  the  original 
purpose  of  code  formulation  which  was  to 
effect  a document  for  the  use  of  the  en- 
tire industry,  not  the  customers  of  one 
company.  On  the  other  hand  and  even 
if  additional  companies  were  to  follow  any 
single  trail  blazer,  the  fear  is  expressed 
that  elements  of  conspiracy  would  suggest 
themselves  to  Washington  with  the  ulti- 
mate result  of  placing  the  seven  companies 
which  were  parties  to  the  code  exactly 
where  they  appear  to  be  today  in  the  eyes 
of  the  department  of  justice.  “In  the  event 


Additional  developments  on  the 
wide-flung  anti-trust  suit  front  will 
be  found  on  pages  17-20-32  of 
this  issue. 


Special  Basket  for 
Complaints 

New  York — One  local  exchange  man- 
ager says  he  has  been  getting  so  many 
complaints  on  clearances  from  exhibi- 
tors asking  for  changes  he  has  already 
purchased  a special  basket  where  they 
are  filed. 

Little  attention  is  paid  to  the  letters, 
the  branch  head  states,  because  all  an 
exhibitor  has  to  do  is  write  a letter 
and  put  a two-cent  stamp  on  it.  After 
it  is  mailed  it  is  seldom  that  the  exhi- 
bitor brings  up  the  matter  in  person. 


each  company  were  to  adopt  code  high- 
lights by  individual  decision  arrived  at, 
you  know  very  well  such  individual  action 
would  not  be  believed,”  one  opinion  points 
out.  “This  merely  would  be  a revival  of 
the  situation  which  has  prevented  the 
major  distributors  from  acting  along  iden- 
tical lines  for  many  years  now.  We  simply 
would  find  it  impossible  to  convince  any 
questioning  authority  that  it  is  a case  of 
seven  generally  similar  decisions,  individ- 
ually reached.” 

An  additional  stumbling  block  to  solo 
enterprise  along  any  such  lines  is  arbitra- 
tion. Many  of  those  who  have  been  iden- 
tified with  code  development  believe  no 
agreement,  regardless  of  what  it  concedes, 
would  be  effective  without  the  policing  arm 
which  arbitration  would  provide.  By  that, 
they  refer  to  arbitration  to  which  the  ma- 
jors, with  the  exception  of  UA  which  is 
not  a code  participant,  subscribe.  But  this 
is  not  possible,  as  the  code  is  not  possible, 
under  the  Arnold  mandate. 


No  Govt  Objection,  the 
Beacon  Pool  Effective 

New  York — ’The  department  of  justice, 
it  is  learned,  has  no  objections  to  the 
three-way  pool  by  Loew’s,  RKO  and 
Skouras  in  the  operation  of  the  Beacon, 
and  the  five-year  lease,  approved  by  the 
federal  court,  now  is  in  effect,  according 
to  Maurice  Finkelstein,  co-trustee  with  Ar- 
thur Mayer  for  the  theatre  The  depart- 
ment of  justice  angle  entered  into  the  sit- 
uation when  Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox, 
in  recently  commenting  on  the  govern- 
ment’s move  for  a preference  on  the  calen- 
dar in  connection  with  the  all-industry 
suit,  referred  to  the  Beacon  as  being  un- 
able to  get  product  “for  the  love  of  money.” 


New  York — With  minor  exceptions,  UA 
enters  sweeping  denials  to  the  govern- 
ment’s charges  in  the  all-industry  suit  as 
it  affects  the  company,  in  its  answer  filed 
in  federal  court.  This  company  is  the  last 
of  the  eight  majors  to  answer.  Specific- 
ally, there  are  52  denials  covering  253 
paragraphs  and  sub-divisions  of  the  gov- 
ernment’s petition. 

“With  some  degree  of  accuracy  and  in 
part”  the  government’s  definitions  of  pro- 
duction, distribution  and  exhibition  are 
admitted.  The  company  also  pleads  af- 
firmatively that  “each  and  every  pro- 
ducer using  the  facilities  of  UA  for  distri- 
bution is  an  independent  producer.” 

It  also  is  held  that  the  company,  acting 
independently  and  separately  “made  con- 
tracts with  exhibitors  wherein  and  where- 
by UA  Corp.  reserved  the  right  to  desig- 
nate and/or  which  provided  for  clearance 
and/or  which  prohibited  the  showing  of  a 
certain  picture  as  part  of  a double  bill 
and/or  imposed  a score  charge  and/or  a 
minimum  admission  to  be  charged  at  the 
theatre  exhibiting  said  picture  or  pictures.” 

That  allowances  for  advertising  are  de- 
ducted from  film  rentals  “where  in  the 
opinion  of  UA  such  reduction  was  war- 
ranted” have  been  made,  it  is  admitted, 
as  well  as  provisions  for  moveovers  which 
“would  mean  more  revenue.” 

Dismissal  and  costs  are  also  sought. 

While  UA  admits  some  of  the  companies 
and  individuals  mentioned  in  the  govern- 
ment’s complaint  exist,  the  answer  does 
(Continued  on  page  38) 


Not  Directors  of 
UA  Distributing 

New  York — Samuel  Goldwyn,  Charles 
Chaplin,  Mary  Pickford,  Douglas  Fair- 
banks and  Edward  C.  Raftery  are  not 
directors  of  UA  Corp.,  the  company 
states  in  its  answer  to  the  govemment. 
Miss  Pickford  also  was  listed  by  the 
government  as  first  vice-president,  Raf- 
tery as  assistant  secretary  and  Loyd 
Wright  as  secretary,  all  of  which  is  de- 
nied. 

Attilio  H.  Giannini  and  George  J. 
Schaefer,  who  were  mentioned  by  the 
government  as  president  and  vice- 
president,  respectively,  are  no  longer 
with  the  company.  The  answer,  is  in 
the  name  of  UA,  Harry  D.  Buckley, 
Arthur  W.  Kelly,  Harry  J.  Muller,  Den- 
nis F.  O'Brien,  Raftery,  Emanuel  Silver- 
stone,  Theodore  Caruso  and  James 
Roosevelt,  in  the  order  named. 
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8 MAJORS  STRIKE  90%  OF  SCHEDEES  IN  5 
YEARS;  PROMISED  2,024;  DELIVERED  1,811 


Take  Pride  in  Performance; 
Consider  It  as  Almost 
Irreducible  Minimum 


New  York — Eight  majors  told  the  ex- 
hibitors they  would  deliver  a grand  total  of 
2,024  features  in  the  five  selling  seasons 
ranging  from  1932-33  to  1936-37  inclusive 
and  delivered,  1,811,  or  a trifle  less  than  90 
per  cent. 

Official  figures  are  divulged  in  the  an- 
swers filed  by  seven  major  companies  in 
the  government  suit.  UA,  which  was  the 
last  distributor  to  answer  the  government’s 
charges,  did  not  officially  include  figures 
on  its  releases  over  the  five-year  period. 

With  this  serving  as  a springboard.  Box- 
office  asked  each  of  the  eight  companies 
to  dig  into  their  archives  and  supply  the 
schedules  promised  at  the  advent  of  each 
season.  Thus,  there  was  obtained  the 
promised  lineups  to  accompany  the  de- 
livered lineups,  the  pm-pose  being  to  learn 
how  correct  or  otherwise  are  exhibitor 
charges  made  from  time  to  time  that  the 
majors  pledge  one  thing  but  put  some- 
thing else  on  the  platter. 

Distributors  point  with  pride  to  their 
performance.  They  assert  a variance  of 
10  per  cent  over  a five  seasonal  period 
is  slight  and  something  akin  to  an  irre- 
ducible minimum  in  view  of  changing  con- 
ditions affecting  story  values  and  the  va- 
riety of  human  equations  which  confront 
all  studios  insofar  as  casting  is  concerned. 

The  charts  appended  include  westerns 
and  reissues  and  take  into  occount  the 
outside,  or  maximum,  number  of  attrac- 
tions promised.  An  example  of  this  is 

M-G-M  which  promised  44  to  52  for 
1936-37.  Tlie  higher  total  is  used  in  the 
statistical  presentation. 

And  now  the  five-season  breakdown  for 
each  company: 

Promised  Delivered 

1932- 33  1932-33 

Columbia  48  48 

M-G-M  48  40 

Paramount  65  59 

RKO  57  58 

20th  Century-Pox  49  44 

UA  14  13 

Universal  68  26 

Warner  60  60 

Total  409  348 

1933- 34  1933-34 

Columbia 48  47 

M-G-M  46  45 

Paramount  65  57 

RKO  52  42 

20th  Century-Fox 55  51 

UA  24  18 

Universal  40  37 

Warner  60  56 

Total  390  353 


New  York — The  following  market  performance  of  eight  majors,  in  terms  of 
promises  and  deliveries  for  the  five  selling  seasons  from  1932-33  to  1936-37  inclusive, 
explains  how  far  distributors  fell  down  on  their  announced  plans  and  reveals  not 
one  of  the  eight  turned  over  to  the  theatre  operator  all  of  the  product  listed  as  each 
season  got  under  way: 


Promised 

Delivered 

Number  Shy 

Columbia  

254  

239  

7 

M-G-M  

247  

228  

19 

Paramount  

337  

304  

33 

RKO  

261  

237  

24 

20th  Century-Fox  

271  

267  

4 

United  Artists  

114  

96  

18 

Universal  

240  

152  

88 

Total  

2,024 

1,811 

205 

More  Exhibitors  Stirred  by 
Inroads  of  "Jack  Rabbits” 


Chicago — The  story  which  appeared  in 
Boxoffice  recently  telling  of  heavy 
traffic  in  “jack  rabbit”  competition  in  the 
middle  west,  has  stirred  other  exhibitors 
throughout  the  territory,  in  the  hope 
something  can  be  done  to  help  the  situa- 
tion. 

“Your  paper  deserves  credit  for  bring- 
ing this  out  into  the  open,”  said  Everett 
Clapp,  operator  of  the  American  at  Sidell, 
111.,  during  a visit  on  the  Row.  “I  only 
hope  something  can  be  done  before  it  is 
too  late.” 

Clapp  explained  that  by  “too  late”  he 
meant  that  should  itinerant  16mm  opera- 
tors continue  at  the  pace  they  are  going, 
numerous  exhibitors  who  have  large  in- 
vestments in  a score  of  small  Illinois  com- 
munities will  have  to  close  their  theatres. 
Clapp  is  operating  the  American,  a 250- 
seat  house  in  a town  of  650  population, 
only  four  days  a week,  Friday  through 
Monday. 


“We  just  can’t  stay  open  more  than  that, 
and  even  those  days  are  getting  difficult,” 
said  Clapp.  “The  farmers  all  about  my 
community  make  a point  to  go  to  the 
towns,  even  smaller  than  Sidell,  that  have 
no  theatre  and  where  free  movies  are  of- 
fered. It  makes  no  difference  how  old  or 
bad  the  prints  are  that  are  offered;  the 
idea  that  they  are  ‘free’  is  what  pulls  the 
farmers.” 

He  said  a similar  situation  exists  for 
William  Gerrib,  who  operates  theatres  in 
Georgetown  and  Westville,  111.,  both  towns 
of  about  2,000  to  2,500  population.  Those 
theatres,  too,  are  running  only  part-time, 
due  primarily  to  the  opposition  from  the 
free  shows. 

Boxoffice  has  learned  that,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  itinerants  make  legitimate 
deals  for  a theatre  in  one  town,  and  then 
keep  the  prints  for  a so-called  week’s  en- 
gagement, thus  giving  them  enough  time 
to  “bicycle”  the  prints. 


1934-35 

Columbia  48  

M-G-M 52  

Paramount  65  

RKO  50  

20th  Century-Fox 54  

UA 22  

Universal  42  

Warner  60  


1934-35  20th  Century-Fox 55 


43 

47 

54 

45 

49 

24 

33 

52 


UA  24 

Universal  48 

Warner  60 


58 
15 
22 

59 


Total  407 


364 


1936-37 


1936-37 


Total  393 

1935-36 

Columbia  52  

M-G-M  49  

Paramount  71  

RKO  48  


347 


1935-36 
...  50 
...  44 
...  71 
...  45 


Columbia  

58  

51 

M-G-M  

52  

52 

Paramount  

71  

63 

RKO  

54  

47 

20th  Century-Fox.... 

58  

65 

UA 

30  

26 

Universal  

42  

34 

Warner 

60  

61 

Total  

..  425 

399 

6 
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EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERED 
BY  UNIVERSAL  IN  AUGUST,  SEPTEMBER  AND  OCTOBER 


SHE  LIVED  ON  THE 


LOVE 


a Selling  Line  That  IS  EXCIT 
Every  Woman  in  the  Country!) 


ING 


Universal  Gives  You  ^he 
Greatest  Box-office  Team 
of  the  Year- Directed  by 
JOHN  M.  STAHL 
who  Directed 
” Magnificent  Obsession 
and  "Only  Yesterday 


57JUNNE 


BARBARA  O'NEIL  ONSLOW  STEVENS  NYDIA  WESTMAN' JRITZ 

A JOHN  M.  STAHL  production 

Screenplay  by  Dwight  Taylor  Based  on  a story  by  James  M.  Cain 

Produced  and  Directed  by  John  M.  Stahl 


NOW  AVAILABLE- 

and  cracking  house  records 
all  over  the  country! 


EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERED 

BY  UNIVERSAL  IN  AUGUST,  SE  PTEMBER  AND  OCTOBER 


THE  UNIVERSAL  STAR-FINDERS 

DO  IT  AGAIN!  An  Amazing  New  Per- 
sonality Presented  to  Your  Box-Office  . . . 
Insured  hy  a Splendid  Human  Production... Crowded 


with  Favorite  Screen  Names  backed  by  one  of  the 


biggest  promotional  campaigns  ever 
put  behind  a new  star ! 


A JOE  PASTERNAK 

PRODUCTION 


m Robert 

CUMMINGS 
Nan  GREY 

and 

Gloria  JEAN 


{There^s  One  in  Every  Family) 


\ 


READY  FOR  YOU 

SEPT.  1®" 


with  Beulah  Bondi  • Virginia  Weidler  • Margaret  Lindsay 
G.  Aubrey  Smith  • Billy  Gilbert  • Ann  Gillis 
Raymond  Walburn  • Paul  Cavanaugh  • Samuel  S.  Hinds 

Original  story  by  I.  A.  R.  Wylie  • Screenplay  by  Grover  Jones 

Directed  by  Richard  Wallace 


EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERED 
BY  UNIVERSAL  IN  AU  GUST,  S E PTEM  B E R AND  OCTOBER 


FOR  RELEASE 


SEPT, 


EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERED 
BY  UNIVERSAL  IN  AU  GUST,  S E PTEM  B E R AND  OCTOBER 


I 


Love  and  the  Glamour  of  Paris  — T rans- 
forming  a Vengeful  Flame  to  Hatred 
and  Death  in  a Tropic  Penal  Hell! 


Basil 

RATHBON 


SIGRID  GURIE 
ROBERT  CUMMINGS 
LEO  CARRILLO 


FOR  RELEASE 

SEPT.  22'"’ 


Directed  by 
John  Brahm 


EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERS 
BY  UNIVERSAL  IN  AU  G U ST,  S E PT  E M B E R AND  OCTOBE 


EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERED 
3Y  UNIVERSAL  IN  AU  GUST,  S E PTEM  B E R AND  OCTOBER 
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EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERED 
BY  UNIVERSAL  IN  AUGUST,  SE  PTEMBER  AND  OCTOBEF 


i 

1 

I 

I 
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The  FIRST  of  the  FAMOUS 
PRODUCTIONS  from  HARRY 
EDINGTON  for  UNIVERSAL! 

Backed  by  tremendous  star  power,  an  important 
new  producer  brings  you  a picture  aimed  straight 


at  your  box-office  . . . The  cast— -crowded  with  talent 


and  popular  appeal . . .The  story 
— a dynamic,  swiftly- paced  ro- 
mance set  in  the  strangest,  most 
dangerous  country  on  earth ! 


VINCENT  PRICE 


JOHN  HOWARD  ALAN  HALE  GEORGE  BANCROFT 
GEORGE  SANDERS  • VINCENT  PRICE 
A JAMES  WHALE  production 


Produced  and  directed 

by  JAMES  WHALE 


FOR  RELEASE 

OCT.  20™ 


FAIRBANKS  J>. 

and 

“BENNETT 

in 

REEN  HELL 


I 


EXHIBITORS’  SPONSORED  TESTIMONIAL  PICTURES  DELIVERED 
3Y  UNIVERSAL  IN  AU  GUST,  S E PT  E M B E R AND  OCTOBER 


SHOWMANSHIP  --Two  names 

that  will  ignite  the  hearts 
of  romantic  America!..; 


-t':' 


Another  Pasternak  Sensation  ! 


I lesitant  Jimmy, 
g I a m o ro  us  Ma  rl  e n e, 
make  every  moment  a 
glowing  one  as  they 
run  the  gauntlet  of 
true  love  to  happiness! 


Marlene 


James 


■S'  ; ■ 


OR  RELEASE 


IAIN 

with  (Charles  Winninger  • Mischa  Auer  • Brian  Donlevy 


OCT.  27™ 

i 
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ToRoundOutthe 
BIG  PICTURE 
Schedule  Made 
Ready  for 
You  During 
August,  Sep- 
tember and 
October!  , 


ik^' 

MUTI  NY  oi^  Uie  pLACKH  AWK 

Richard  ARLEN  and  Andy  DEVINE 

in  the  first  of  the  series  of  the  grandest  action 
pictures  Universal  has  ever  produced 

Backed  by  a swell  cast  with  CONSTANCE  MOORE.  NOAH  BEERY. 

GUINN  “BIG  BOY"  WILLIAMS  and  others. 

Produced  by  Ben  Pivar  • Directed  by  Christy 

Air 

- P^^AdneMure  with  the  OePtltepl^ 


ri^NNY  MAC|  SROWII 

j BoS  BAKER  and  FUZZY  KNIGHT^  ^ 
Produced  and  Directed  by  Albert  Rd; 


HAWAIIAN  NIGHTS 


Breathless  Romance  of  Stving-Mad  Youth  Set  to  the  Alluring  Tempo  of  the  Hula  W ^ 

with  JOHNNY  DOWNS  MARY  CARLISLE  CONSTANCE  MOORE 

MATTY  MALNECK  and  His  Orchestra  ^ ^ 

EDDIE  QUiLLAN  THURSTON  HALL  SAMUEL  S.  HINDS  ETIENNE  GIRARDOT 
Max  Golden,  Associate  Producer 
Directed  by  Albert  S.  Rosell 


Released  Sept. 


TROPIC  FURY 

A thousand  dollar  bill— tom  in  half —starts  the  strangest, 
most  exciting  story  ever  lived  or  played,  with 

Richard  ARLEN  Andy  DEVINE 

^ BEVERLY  ROBERTS,  SAMUEL  S.  HINDS,  LUPITA  TOVAR 


Produced  by  Ben  Pivar 


Directed  by  Christy  Cabanne 

Released  Oct.  13 


UNIVERSAL 


COLUMBIA  RAPS  BOOKING,  BUYING  COMBINES; 
SAYS  MUST  UEAL  WITH  THEM  OR  FACE  LOSSES 

^Hollywood,  the  Honeyed  Land? 

Noi  at  All,  It's  Exhibition  Hands  of  Combines 


New  York — Weekly  salaries  in  four  and  five  figures  and  all  the  rest  of  it  not- 
withstanding, it  isn't  Hollywood  that  is  the  golden  land  of  opportunity  and  profits  in 
this  business.  Not  at  all.  It  is  exhibition  with  its  48-state  spread. 

At  least,  Columbia  believes  so  and,  believing  it  to  be,  tells  the  government 
about  it  in  its  answer  to  the  all-industry  suit.  To  wit  and  as  follows: 

"The  motion  picture  exhibitors  throughout  the  country,  large  and  small  mem- 
bers of  the  exhibitor  combinations  and  non-members  of  combinations,  have  made 
tremendous  sums  of  money  on  their  investment.  During  the  past  seven  years  of 
depression,  very  few  exhibitors  were  forced  out  of  business,  but  on  the  contrary 
their  business  has  increased  and  their  properties  have  enhanced  in  value.  While 
the  producers  of  pictures  take  all  the  risk  and  hazard  (in  recent  years  several  pro- 
ducers have  been  forced  into  bankruptcy),  the  exhibitors  take  little  or  no  risk." 


Sells  No  Exclusive  1st  Runs, 
Distributor  Tells  Gov't. 


New  York — When  there  are  two  first 
run  theatres  and  each  desires  a split  of 
Columbia’s  product  on  an  equal  basis,  the 
distributor  sells  this  way  whether  the  ex- 
hibitors be  affiliated  or  independent  or 
independent  circuits,  it  is  revealed  in  a 
further  study  of  the  company’s  answer  to 
the  government’s  bill  of  complaint. 

“The  fact  is  no  exhibitor  contracts  for 
Columbia  exclusively,  nor  is  he  compelled 
to.  Further,  no  exhibitor  is  forced  to  take 
every  picture  produced  by  the  company.’’ 
This,  of  course,  refers  to  the  ten  per  cent 
concellation  in  contracts. 

Columbia  insists  it  has  never  forced  an 
exhibitor,  whether  independent,  an  inde- 
pendent or  affiliated  circuit  to  take  short 
subjects.  Admission  is  made,  however, 
that  this  type  of  product  is  sold  together 
with  the  balance  of  its  season’s  program. 

“If  Columbia  were  unable  to  license  its 
short  subjects  at  the  commencement  of  the 
season  at  the  same  time  it  licenses  its  fea- 
tures and  westerns,  it  would  have  to  give 
up  the  business  of  producing  short  sub- 
jects. This  would  seriously  curtail  its 


Lists  5A00  Closed 
Cities  in  U.  S, 

New  York — There  are  over  5,400  cities 
in  the  country,  each  with  less  than  eight 
theatres  where  the  situation  is  closed 
and  where  all  of  the  houses  are  owned 
either  by  an  individual  or  a corpora- 
tion. Columbia  cites  this  in  its  answer 
to  the  government  suit,  in  emphasizing 
the  number  of  accounts  it  is  unable  to 
sell  competitively. 


business  and  would  restrict  rather  than 
encourage  competition  in  the  field  of  pro- 
duction of  motion  pictures.” 

As  to  arbitrary  designation  of  playdates, 
the  distributor  has  this  comment  to  make: 
“Much  as  the  defendant  would  like  to  have 
its  pictures  exhibited  on  a percentage  basis 
Saturday,  Sunday  and  holidays,  it  has  had 
little  success  in  inducing  exhibitors  to  ac- 
cept such  arrangements.” 

An  explanation  for  granting  protection 
is  that  “competition  is  so  keen  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  motion  pictures  that  if  Co- 
lumbia should  refuse  to  give  the  necessary 
clearance  to  first  run  exhibitors,  whether 
they  be  independent,  independent  combina- 
tions or  affiliated  exhibitors  they  would 
refuse  to  take  the  product  of  Columbia 
and  Columbia  could  no  longer  carry  on  its 
business  successfully,  because  its  main 
revenue  is  derived  from  first  run  ex- 
hibitors. 

“The  practice  of  granting  protection  to 
first  run  exhibitors  is  not  one  that  Co- 
lumbia insists  upon,  but  rather  that  the 
exhibitor  insists  upon  and  which  Colum- 
bia believes  he  is  entitled  to.” 

Independent  exhibitors  are  not  com- 
pelled to  pay  arbitrary,  unconscionable  or 
discriminatory  film  rentals  in  order  to 
procure  Columbia  product  second  run  in 
competitive  areas  the  company  claims. 
“There  is  no  such  discrimination  and  the 
prices  paid  are  not  arbitrary  or  uncon- 
scionable.” The  distributor  then  goes  on 
to  tell  how  boxoffices  are  checked,  adding 
“even  with  that  right,  producers  have 
often  been  defrauded  of  large  sums  of 
money  by  reason  of  false  boxoffice  re- 
ports.” 

No  exhibitor  was  ever  forced  to  shut 
down  his  theatre  because  of  rental  fees, 
(Continued  on  page  20) 


New  York — Columbia  takes  a rap  at  ex- 
hibitor combinations,  buying  and  booking 
combines  which,  it  declares  in  its  answer 
in  the  government  suit,  has  put  the  com- 
pany in  a position  of  either  dealing  with 
them  or  being  left  out  in  the  cold. 

“In  many  instances  in  the  past  few 
years,”  the  answer  states,  “Columbia  has 
actually  been  boycotted  in  certain  terri- 
tories by  the  local  exhibitor  combinations.” 
In  the  past  ten  years  these  combinations 
have  grown  in  number  and  strength,  the 
distributor  adds. 

“For  example,  in  New  York  City,  there 
are  a number  of  such  exhibitor  combina- 
tions, each  controlling  more  than  a score 
of  theatres.” 

Then  citing  how  the  booking  and  buy- 
ing combines  seek  to  use  their  power  by 
demanding  low  rentals,  the  answer  states, 
“If  Columbia  refuses  to  deal  with  such  ex- 
hibitor combinations  upon  their  terms,  it 
is  threatened  with  a boycott.  As  a conse- 
quence of  this  practice,  Columbia  has 
been  compelled  to  license  its  pictures  to 
these  exhibitor  combinations  upon  terms 
very  harsh  and  inequitable  to  it,  and  such 
exhibitor  combinations  have  obtained  Co- 
lumbia product  for  far  less  than  a fair 
rental  value.” 

Other  instances  where  exhibitors  virtu- 
ally dictate  terms  are  cited. 

Foreign  Producers  More 
"Competition"  Now 

New  York — Competition  from  foreign 
producers  is  rapidly  and  steadily  increas- 
ing. For  the  first  six  months  of  1938, 
French  studios  produced  55  films  and  64 
additional  now  are  in  production,  Colum- 
bia states  in  its  answer  to  the  government 
all-industry  suit. 

Improving  the  quality  of  French  pro- 
duction, Columbia  says,  is  the  influx  from 
(Continued  on  page  20) 


Asserts  Cant  Stop 
Overbuying 

New  York — It  knows  no  method  of 
putting  an  end  to  overbuying  because 
this  would  jeopardize  its  business  if 
salesmen  insisted  upon  knowing  what 
product  the  exhibitor  had  bought.  So 
argues  Columbia  in  its  formal  reply  to 
the  government  in  the  all-industry  suit. 
"If  this  practice  be  unlawful,  the  cul- 
prits are  the  exhibitors  and  not  the 
answering  defendants,"  is  charged. 
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OKLAHOMA  CITY— P.  O.  Box  4547,  E.  W.  Fair. 
Telephone  7-1038. 

OMAHA — 4 677  Marcy  St.,  Monte  Pavla. 
PHIT.APELPHIA  — 903  Manning  St..  Joseph 

Phaltz. 

PTTTPRUROH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  AUles.  R.  F. 

Kllnerensmlth.  Telephone  Atlantic  4868. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — The  News-Telegram,  D.  W. 
PoHvka. 

ST.  LOTTfs — .5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrejt. 
Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SAT.T  LAKE  CITY— 605  Utah  Savings  & Trust 
Bldg..  Viola  B.  Hutton.  Telephone  Hyland  4359. 
SAN  FRANCTSCO— 1095  Market  St..  Nathan  Cohn. 
Telenhone  Market  6580. 

SEATTLE — 2321  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone MAin  7716. 

WASHINGTON— 1426  G.  St.,  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CAT, GARY.  AT,TA, — The  Albertan.  Wm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON.  ALTA.— The  Bulletin.  W.  A.  DeGraves. 
HAMILTON,  O.— 20  Holton  Ave..  N,.  Hugh  Millar. 
IvONPON.  O. — Free  Press.  Cha.s.  E.  Carruthers. 
MONTREAL.  QUEBEC — 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G.. 

Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGTNA.  SASK. — The  Star,  Andy  McDermott. 
ST.  JOHN.  N.  B. — 161  Princess  St..  D.  Fetherston. 
TORONTO.  ONTARIO— 242  Millwood  Road.  MlRon 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — 615  Hastings.  C.  P.  Rutty. 
VICTORIA,  B.  C, — 350  Robertson,  Tom  Merriman. 
■WJINNIPEG,  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkln. 


INSOFAR  as  your  observer  is  con- 
cerned, he  doesn't  core.  And  he 
doesn't  because,  by  dint  of  circum- 
stances which  he  regards  os  inter- 
locking and  damaging  enough,  he 
long  since  was  compelled  to  reach 
the  conclusion  that  the  men  who 
dominate  Allied  and  its  policies  pre- 
fer the  old  political  stotegy  of  keep- 
ing the  pot  boiling  no  matter  what 
goes  up  in  steam  to  o serious  and 
well-intentioned  effort  of  ironing  out 
creases  on  the  industry's  belly. 

It  seems  to  us,  however,  that  the 
constituents  of  Allied  throughout  the 
country  owe  it  to  themselves  to  moke 
o clear  cut  issue  of  one  statement 
mode  by  Max  Cohen,  president  ot 
Allied  of  New  York,  in  the  blast  he 
finally  let  loose  against  Allied's 
head  men  for  throwing  his  organ- 
ization out  of  the  notional,  of  which 
Cohen  declares  his  unit  was  never 
o formal  member  anyway. 

The  statement  is  pivotal  in  the 
Allied-distributor  wrangle  over  the 
code  which,  in  view  ot  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice's  frown,  may  re- 
semble the  awakening  of  o dead  is- 
sue. Yet  it  hardly  con  be  viewed  in 
any  such  light  and  this  is  why: 

Allied  began  first  to  drift  away 
from  code  formulation  in  Chicago 
lost  November,  following  o meeting 
with  distributor  negotiators.  It  will 
be  recalled,  no  doubt,  that  William 
F.  Rodgers  informed  the  industry 
and  reported  bock  to  the  presidents 
of  the  major  companies  that  on 
agreement  hod  been  reached.  Al- 
lied, however,  edged  away  from 
anything  quite  so  definite,  the  Chi- 
cago melee  later  reducing  to  what 
rapidly  asserted  itself  os  o “no  code" 
attitude  on  Allied's  port. 

A Finger  Points 

Now  comes  along  Cohen  with  the 
flat  declaration  that  not  only  was  on 
agreement  reached  there,  but  that 
Allied  representatives  adopted  o res- 
olution, eight  for  and  four  against, 
accepting  the  concessions  mode  by 
the  distributors.  These  included 
elimination  of  score  charges  and 
the  divorce  of  short  subject  soles 
from  features.  He  insists  the  resolu- 
tion also  provided  that  Allied  was  to 
return  to  the  distributor  committee, 
signify  its  acceptance  provided  the 
terms  were  ultimately  reduced  to 
acceptable  phraseology  and  then  at- 
tempt to  "chisel'  further.  The  quotes 
ore  Cohen's. 

The  New  York  Allied  leader  odds 


he  hod  in  his  pocket  o resolution 
from  his  membership  vesting  in  him 
the  privilege  ot  withdrawing  the  unit 
from  the  notional  or  remaining  in  the 
fold.  He  declares  it  was  the  de- 
cision, os  expressed  in  the  resolu- 
tion, to  proceed  on  the  search  tor 
on  acceptable  code  that  persuaded 
him  not  to  serve  notice  of  withdrawal 
and  that  the  Allied  committee  at 
Chicago  knew  this  because  Cohen 
hod  so  informed.  He  is  also  quite 
frank  in  his  lock  of  information  os 
to  exactly  what  took  place  after  the 
resolution  he  talks  about  was  passed 
and,  without  specific  detail,  charges 
the  change  in  front  to  machinations 
of  what  he  describes  os  Allied's  "in- 
ner circle"  mode  up  of  Abram  F. 
Myers,  H.  A.  Cole,  Sidney  Somuel- 
son,  Hqrmon  Blum  and  A1  Steffes, 
among  others. 

These  men,  he  accuses,  repre- 
sent less  than  10  operating  theatres 
around  these  United  States  but  who, 
nevertheless,  seek  to  determine  as- 
sociation policies  affecting  thou- 
sands of  exhibitors  with  on  aggre- 
gate investment  of  millions.  Cohen, 
therefore,  mokes  the  unqualified  as- 
sertion that  it  was  the  distributors 
who  were  double-crossed  with  Chi- 
cago os  o storting  point. 

Where  the  Allied  membership 
ought  to  get  busy,  through  any 
method  o group  of  members  in  good 
standing  may  evolve,  centers  around 
the  unearthing  of  such  o resolution, 
if  it  con  be  found.  Presumably,  the 
place  for  it  is  in  the  office  of  Myers 
in  Washington,  if  at  oil.  Presum- 
ably, it  will  be  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  get  hands  on. 
One  point,  however,  is  completely 
inescapable: 

If  o resolution,  os  Cohen  describes 
its  content,  was  adopted  by  on  eight- 
to-four  vote  in  Chicago,  what  hap- 
pened to  it  subsequently?  Why  was 
its  mandate  disregarded  or  neglect- 
ed and  who  is  responsible?  Allied's 
entire  later  attitude  ties  in  with  the 
substantiation  or  the  refutation  of 
the  charge.  It  seems  quite  apparent 
this  is  on  assault,  grove  in  nature 
and  far-reaching  in  its  potential  im- 
pact and  that,  o year  old  os  it  is. 
Allied  must  moke  o reply. 

Miss  Davis  Again 

This  typewriter  stands  in  extreme- 
ly grove  danger  of  running  out  of 
words  which  adequately  describe 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


18 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  26,  1939 


Wmm 


L4il'4^ 

wmMMi 

feWf»S 


anmount 


THE  STAR  MAKER’ 


No  Exclusive  First 
Runs— Columbia 

(Continued  from  page  17) 

percentage  or  otherwise,  that  he  paid  to 
Columbia,  the  answer  declares. 

On  optional  contracts  the  distributor 
says  “there  is  no  discrimination  between 
affiliated,  independent  or  independent 
combinations  of  exhibitors.”  Neither  is 
there  any  discrimination  on  contract  modi- 
fications. The  same  applies  to  overages 
and  underages,  cancellation  of  short  sub- 
jects, moveovers.  In  each  instance  Co- 
lumbia cites  the  threat  of  a boycott,  par- 
ticularly in  “controlled”  territories  if  in- 
dependent groups  were  not  granted  the 
same  privileges  as  affiliated  groups. 

Several  Lisied  as  Unaffiliated 

The  company  lists  156  theatres,  affiliated 
and  not,  which  play  a split  of  Columbia 
product  to  develop  its  argument  no  thea- 
tre buys  exclusively.  Most  of  the  classi- 
fications are  known,  but  all  of  them  are 
interesting  and  some  may  be  new.  For  ex- 
ample, Robb  and  Rowley’s  Mirror,  Dallas, 
is  down  as  not  affiliated;  Malco’s  Para- 
mount-Central and  Central,  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.,  as  not  affiliated:  Randforce’s  Sen- 
ate, Brooklyn,  as  affiliated;  Skouras’  Rivoli- 
Hempstead,  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  and  Lafay- 
ette, Suffern,  N.  Y.,  as  affiliated:  Walter 
Reade’s  Strand,  Freehold,  N.  J.,  affiliated 
and  Wilmer  and  Vincent’s  Embassy-State, 
Reading,  Pa.,  not  affiliated.  Skipping 
around  geographically,  these,  additionally, 
are  named: 

UA  Theatres  Circuit  of  which  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  chairman  of  20th-Fox,  is  presi- 
dent. owns  a 50  per  cent  interest  in  the 
Robb  & Rowley  houses.  While  UA  Thea- 
tres is  non-affiliated,  this  same  circuit 
owns  80  per  cent  of  Metropolitan  Play- 
houses which  controls  the  operations  of 
Skouras  Theatres  and  Randforce.  RKO 
owns  the  other  20  per  cent  in  Metropoli- 
tan, but  George  Skouras  has  complete 
management  in  his  group  of  some  60-odd 
houses,  v/hile  Louis  Frisch  and  Sam  Rinz- 
ler  guide  the  activities  of  Randforce,  which 
has  50-odd  theatres  in  Brooklyn.  Because 
of  RKO’s  20  per  cent  interest,  Columbia 
lists  Skouras  and  Randforce  as  affiliated, 
but  the  trade  generally  regards  these  cir- 
cuits as  “Simon  pure”  independents. 

Malco  Labeled  Alfiliate 

Paramount  owns  50  per  cent  of  M.  A. 
Lightman’s  various  theatre  interests  with 
the  exception  of  Hot  Springs.  While  the 
two  theatres  mentioned  are  listed  as  non- 
affiliated,  the  trade  generally  accepts 
Malco  as  a Paramount  affiliate.  Light- 
man  alone  guides  the  operations  of  the 
circuit. 

Reade  is  pooled  with  RKO  in  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  and  the  rest  of  the  cir- 
cuit is  independently  operated.  Yet  the 
Strand,  Freehold,  N.  J.,  is  down  as  an  af- 
filiated unit. 

Wilmer  & Vincent  have  several  Virginia 
units  pooled  with  Loew’s,  which  would 
make  the  circuit  an  affiliate;  yet  the  Em- 
bassy-State, Reading,  Pa.,  is  not  classified 
as  an  affiliated  project. 


Dubin  Plans  Newsreel 
House  in  New  York 

New  York — David  Dubin,  who  operates 
the  Grand  Central  Newsreel  Theatres,  will 
construct  another  newsreel  house  across 
the  street  from  the  terminal  on  the  south 
side  of  42nd  St.  near  Vanderbilt  Ave. 

Other  developments  in  metropolitan  the- 
atre activity  have  Ruben  Grisman,  brother 
of  Sam  Grisman,  Broadway  producer,  re- 
opening after  Labor  Day  the  Warburton, 
Yonkers,  with  a policy  of  class  pictures 
and  stock  shows;  Dave  Schneider  taking 
over  the  Kameo,  Bronx,  and  Arthur  Eisler 
acquiring  the  Fisk,  Winfield,  L.  I. 

Loew  Cash  Position 
Is  Almost  Doubled 

New  York — Loew’s  cash  position  has 
been  increased  from  $8,000,000  to  $15,000,- 
000  as  a result  of  refunding  arrangements 
entered  into  with  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Boston  and  the  Equitable  Life  and 
Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co.,  an  execu- 
tive of  the  company  told  Boxoffice. 

“Although  there  is  no  immediate  need 
for  the  money,  we  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  low  interest  rates,”  the  Loew  execu- 
tive added,  “and  at  the  same  time  build- 
ing up  our  cash  position.”  Another  ad- 
vantage cited  is  the  extension  of  a loan 
to  double  the  period  without  materially 
increasing  the  interest  charge.  The  six 
per  cent  obligation  of  $7,000,000  in  bonds 
due  1946,  under  the  refunding  plan,  has 
been  extended  to  1954  at  an  average  in- 
terest rate  of  3 1/3  per  cent. 

Retiring  $7,000,000  in  Loew’s  Theatre 
Realty  Bonds,  the  company  will  pay  off 
the  loan  of  $3,750,000  from  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Boston  in  five  years  with 
semi-annual  payments  of  $375,000.  After 
this  has  been  paid,  the  agreement  with  the 
insurance  companies  calls  for  $400,000 
semi-annual  payments  over  10-year  period. 

The  $7,000,000  which  will  go  into  the 
Loew  treasury  as  a result  of  the  refunding 
are  assertedly  not  needed  for  production. 


The  Idea  Would  Be 
Different,  Anyway 

New  York — The  unique  circumstance  of 
three  men,  allied  with  national  Allied  un- 
til the  association  disavowed  the  New  York 
unit,  as  co-defendants  in  the  government 
suit  looms.  This  is  how: 

In  its  extended  answer,  Columbia  lists 
19  local  area  theatre  companies  and  indi- 
viduals with  whom  it  made  contracts  last 
season  an  asks  that,  since  these  contracts 
are  to  be  affected,  the  exhibitors  and  their 
companies  should  be  made  co-defendants. 

They  are  the  Bell  Amusement  Co.  in 
which  Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  New 
York  Allied,  recently  purchased  a substan- 
tial interest  under  an  agreement  with  Ben 
Sherman;  Mitchell  Conery  of  Ravena,  N. 
Y.,  a regional  vice-president,  and  A.  Mc- 
Namara of  Alexandria  Bay.  At  the  time 
Columbia  made  its  request  for  inclusion  in 
the  co-defendant  column,  national  Allied 
had  not  broken  with  its  New  York  unit. 

The  remaining  16  are  the  Music  Hall, 
Marcus  Loew  Booking  Agency,  Catskill 
Theatres  Corp.,  M.  F.  Tubbs,  Philip  Eisen- 
berg,  Robert  C.  Kay,  Coney  Island  M.  P. 
Corp.,  Chester  Didsbury,  Kimball  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  Highland  Theatrical  Co., 
Manor  Theatre  Corp.,  Loren  Theatre  Corp., 
Bennie  Berman  and  Joseph  Rosen,  part- 
ners; Arthur  Enterprises,  Gemma  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  and  Tryon  Amusement  Corp. 

Foreign  Producers  More 
"Competition"  Now 

(Continued  from  page  17) 
Germany  and  Austria  to  France  of  cap- 
able talent  due  to  recent  political  condi- 
tions in  those  countries. 

“Recently,  leading  figures  in  the  motion 
picture  field  formed  companies  for  the 
distribution  of  pictures  produced  abroad. 
The  recent  announcements  of  one  of  such 
companies  indicates  it  will  distribute  no 
less  than  25  feature  foreign  films  to  a very 
substantial  num’aer  of  theatres. 


Takes  a Sideswipe  at  Brandt; 
Defends  the  'Decrepit”  Star 

New  York — Taking  a whack  at  Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  ITOA,  although 
his  name  is  not  mentioned,  Columbia  states  in  its  answer  to  the  government  that 
“the  exhibitor  is  not  familiar  v/ith  the  taste  and  fancy  of  the  public,  except  in  his 
small  community." 

The  following  is  given  as  an  illustration: 

“Recently  a leading  exhibitor  issued  an  advertisement  in  the  trade  press  vio- 
lently attacking  a number  of  prominent  motion  picture  stars  and  asserting  that  they 
have  outlived  their  usefulness  and  were  ’poison  at  the  boxoffice.' 

“The  fact  is  that,  after  this  blast  was  issued,  a number  of  these  stars  appeared 
in  motion  pictures  which  attained  tremendous  success  and  popularity.  The  best 
examples  of  such  pictures  and  stars  are  the  Columbia  picture  'Holiday'  with  Kath- 
arine Hepburn,  the  Walter  Wanger  picture,  ‘Algiers'  with  Charles  Boyer.  These 
pictures,  incidentally,  were  produced  by  independent  producers  and  their  success 
was  instantaneous. 

“The  attack  upon  these  stars  was  abortive  and  did  not  represent  the  taste  of 
the  ultimate  consumer,  who,  in  the  last  analysis,  pays  his  admission  money  at  the 
boxoffice  and  pays  only  when  he  likes  a picture.  This  public  includes  85,000,000 
people  who  attend  motion  picture  performances  in  the  United  States  v/eekly.  They 
are  the  ultimate  market  in  the  United  States." 
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A Specific 


Concerning  the  Policy  of 

WARNER  BROS.  STUDIO 

hy  Jack  L.  Warner 

In  Charge  of  Production 


At  this  time,  the  conclusion  of  the  current  season, 
I feel  it  is  an  obligation  to  our  exhibitors  to  put  for- 
ward a fair  and  frank  statement  for  the  purpose  of 
mutual  understanding. 

In  response  to  the  many  letters  of  praise  we  have 
received  throughout  the  year  I say-don’t  thank  us, 
thank  you.  Thank  you  for  the  faith  you  placed  in 
our  plans;  thank  you  for  the  splendid  manner  in 
which  you  merchandised  our  product  to  the  public; 


thank  you  for  your  congratulatory  expressions  which  have  served 
continually  as  an  inspiration  to  us.  It  is  because  of  the  results 
obtained  through  you  that  it  was  possible  to  continue  to  move  for- 
ward as  we  have  and  to  build  our  superlative  production  organi- 
zation — acknowledged  everywhere  as  the  most  successful  now 
operating. 

The  surest  indication  of  what  we  can  offer  the  progressive  ex- 
hibitors of  this  industry  for  next  season  is  our  record  for  the  season 
now  passing.  I am  gratified  that  during  a period  when  the  effects  of 
a nation-wide  boxoffice  slump  was  generally  felt,  the  product  of  om 
studios  continuously  and  regularly  offered  the  major  profit— when 
profit  was  needed  most!  For  the  fair  method  of  distributing  these 
pictures,  for  defying  the  usual  warm -weather  bugaboos  and  other 
threadbare  distribution  practices,  credit  must  go  to  the  foresight  of 
our  General  Sales  Manager,  Grad  Sears. 

The  list  of  our  1938-39  pictures  speaks  for  itself.  For  their  de- 
voted efforts  in  making  them  possible  I want  to  publicly  acknowl- 
edge my  gratitude  to  Hal  B.  Wallis,  Executive  Producer  of  Warner 
Bros.  Studios,  and  to  our  associate  producers. 

FOUR  DAUGHTERS  • THE  SISTERS  • VALLEY  OF  THE  GIANTS  • BROTHER 
RAT  • ANGELS  WITH  DIRTY  FACES  • DAWN  PATROL  • DEVIL’S  ISLAND 
THEY  MADE  ME  A CRIMINAL*  WINGS  OF  THE  NAVY*  YES,  MY  DARLING 
DAUGHTER  * OKLAHOMA  KID  * DARK  VICTORY  * CONFESSIONS  OF  A 
NAZI  SPY  * DODGE  CITY  * JUAREZ  * HELL’S  KITCHEN  * THE  ANGELS 

WASH  THEIR  FACES  * DAUGHTERS  COURAGEOUS  * EACH  DAWN  I DIE 

Now  that  our  company  has  determined  for  the  new  season  to 


spend  the  largest  sum  of  money  ever  ear-marked  for  film  produc- 
tion it  means  this  to  you:  It  means  that  the  star  and  the  story  values 
i of  this  season’s  successes  will  be  even  greater  next  season:  it  means 
that  our  steadfast  policy,  developed  after  thirty  odd  years’  experi- 
ence, of  giving  each  picture  individual  treatment  and  not  “assembly 
line”  delivery  assures  to  you  uninterrupted  output  such  as  neither 
we  nor  any  others  have  previously  provided.  We  have  the  courage 
to  do  this  only  because  xve,  as  proved  to  everybody’s  satisfaction 
through  the  past  seasons,  know  how  to  do  this! 

We  can  therefore  promise  the  exhibitors  who  have  so  staunchly 
supported  this  company  that  they  can  look  forward  with  confi- 
dence to  a continued  successful  relationship  with  Warner  Bros. 
As  an  indication  of  our  unprecedented  plans  I list  the  follow- 
ing properties  — many  already  completed,  the  others  actually  in 
preparation: 


THE  OLD  MAID 

DUST  BE  MY  DESTINY 

ON  YOUR  TOES 

THE  FIGHTING  69TH 

PRIVATE  LIVES  OF  ELIZABETH  AND  ESSEX 

A CHILD  IS  BORN 

THE  ROARING  TWENTIES 

THE  CITY  OF  LOST  MEN 

THE  SEA  HAWK 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  KNUTE  ROCKNE 

ESPIONAGE  AGENT 

THE  STORY  OF  DR.  EHRLICH 

II 

’^1 


THE  DEAD  END  KIDS  AT  MILITARY  SCHOOL 

THE  PATENT  LEATHER  KID 

AND  IT  ALL  CAME  TRUE 

FOUR  WIVES 

BROTHER  RAT  AND  A BABY 

NEVADA 

DEVOTION 

DANGEROUS  CURVES 

GANTRY  THE  GREAT 

MARRIED,  PRETTY  AND  POOR 

THE  STORY  OF 

CAPTAIN  HORATIO  HORNBLOWER 

BROTHER  ORCHID 

TWO  SONS 

UNDERGROUND 

INVISIBLE  STRIPES 

WE  ARE  NOT  ALONE 

In  conclusion,  I want  to  express  sincere  appreciation  to  all  the 
exhibitors  who  have  given  us  their  suggestions.  They  are  an  in- 
valuable guide.  You  asked  for  action  and  we  are  giving  it  to  you. 
You  promised  better  playing  time  for  finer  product  and  we  are 
getting  it.  Together,  we  of  Warner  Bros,  and  you,  our  customers, 
can  look  confidently  to  a greater  mutual  prosperity  than  at  any 
time  before.  We  will  do  our  share,  and  know  you  will  do  yours. 


Mayer  Says  "Wind" 
May  Run  4 Hours 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Spending  a full  day  here  with 
district  manager  Jack  Flynn,  Louis  B. 
Mayer  took  time  out  on  his  return  trip  west 
to  voice  his  enthusiasm  over  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  and  to  divulge,  for  the  first 
time  that  its  release  length  probably  will 
run  somewhere  between  three  and  a half 
and  four  hours.  That  would  make  it  the 
longest  single  attraction  ever  marketed. 
At  the  moment,  he  stated  the  picture  is 
down  to  five  hours. 

Discussing  matters  germane  to  M-G-M, 
its  product  and  its  plans  and  skipping  to 
a variety  of  topics,  the  head  of  M-G-M 
production  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  “the 
fans  today  truthfully  know  more  than  we 
do  about  our  pictures  and  the  stars  in 
them.” 

“Actually,”  he  said,  “from  all  they  get 
to  read  in  advance  of  a picture’s  release, 
they  know  whether  it  is  good  or  bad  and 
we  can’t  do  anything  to  change  it  . . . We 
at  Metro  realize  that  and  we  are  doing  our 
best  to  make  every  picture  good. 

He  mentioned  again,  the  inevitable 
“Babes  in  Arms,”  which  he  believes  will 
be  Leo  the  Lion’s  greatest  in  years;  “The 
Women,”  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  and  others. 
He  talked  also  of  future  production.  In 
preparation  is  “Thunder  Afloat,”  with  Wal- 
lace Beery,  and  the  new  Virginia  Grey. 
“That  will  be  another  ‘Hell  Below,’  ” he 
confided. 

He  hopes  to  stick  to  the  titles  of  the 
next  Garbo  picture.  “Ninotschka”  and 
Ilona  Massey-Nelson  Eddy  opus,  “Bala- 
laika,” feeling  that  they  are  unusual  enough 
to  make  the  public  curious  to  want  to  see 
them. 

“Quo  Vadis”  will  be  “another  ‘Ben 
Hur,’  ” in  his  estimation,  and  will  be  at 
least  a year  in  preparation,  with  no  cast 
names  ventured  yet.  “Northwest  Pas- 
sage,” the  Technicolor  special  with  Spen- 
cer Tracy  and  Robert  Young  will  be 
brought  in  around  the  $3,500,000  figure, 
“but  it  will  be  worth  it,”  he  added. 

He  feels  that  Helen  Gilbert,  young  cello 
player  of  the  studio  orchestra  who  became 
a hit  in  the  last  Hardy  film,  will  defi- 
nitely go  places.  Planned  soon  for  Nelson 
Eddy  and  Jeanette  MacDonald  as  a team 
is  “New  Moon,”  and  with  MacDonald  and 
Robert  Taylor,  a remake  of  “Smilin’ 
Through.” 

After  spending  a few  weeks  looking 
over  production  in  Culver  City,  Mayer  will 
go  east  and  then  to  England  to  look  over 
production  matters  at  the  M-G-M  head- 
quarters there.  Some  big  product  is  plan- 
ned for  the  studios  there.  In  line  for 
Robert  Donat  besides  “The  Ruined  City,” 
and  “I  Had  a Comrade,”  is  now  being  con- 
sidered, a remake  of  “Scaramoche;” 
while  he  will  look  over  plans  already  set 
for  the  Robert  Montgomery  pictures,  “Earl 
of  Chicago,”  and  “Bus-Man’s  Holiday.”  He 
is  thinking  of  having  Norma  Shearer  go  to 
England  to  head  a large  cast  to  make 
“Pride  and  Prejudice,”  while  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald may  appear  in  “Bittersweet,”  over 
there. 


Mayer  Horse  Wins, 
But  Not  Mayer 

Chicago — Shortly  before  the  "Super 
Chief"  pulled  out  for  the  coast,  Louis 
B.  Mayer  received  word  that  "Counter- 
poise," one  of  his  horses  had  won  a 
race  at  Narragansett.  He  paid  $14.10 
on  $2.  Lamented  Mayer: 

“I  didn't  even  have  a nickel  on  him." 


Says  French  Capital 
Backs  French  Films 

New  York — Further  amplifying  his  ob- 
servation that  proof  of  German  capital  in- 
vested in  French  production  was  difficult 
to  prove  while  he  was  in  Paris,  Joseph 
Burstyn  tells  Boxoffice  he  now  is  aware 
of  two  instances  where  Berlin  money  has 
aided  French  companies.  “With  the  ex- 
ception of  these  two,  the  rest  of  the 
French  industry  is  wholly  French  super- 
vised and  financed  by  French  capital,”  he 
states. 

His  orginal  statement,  reported  on  his 
return  from  abroad  a few  weeks  ago, 
aroused  the  ire  of  several  French  film 
importers  here,  who  said  they  proposed 
discussing  the  comment  with  the  French 
embassy.  A denial  of  German  participa- 
tion in  French  production  was  promised 
Boxoffice  from  one  of  these  importers. 
It  never  developed. 

Federal  Ticket  Fees  Are 
Under  1938  Revenue 

Washington — Despite  two  world’s  fairs, 
entertainment  attendance  continues  to  be 
under  that  of  1938,  it  is  indicated  by  ad- 
mission tax  collections  of  the  bureau  of 
internal  revenue. 

July  collections  from  the  federal  tax 
were  $1,534,249.77  which,  while  more  than 
$23,000  over  the  June  total  of  $1,491,260.37, 
was  more  than  $84,000  under  the  July,  1938, 
revenue  of  $1,618,813,  it  was  disclosed  by 
the  bureau. 

With  the  exception  of  January  and  May, 
collections  in  each  of  the  first  seven 
months  have  been  under  those  of  the  cor- 
responding period  last  year,  with  the  result 
that  total  collections  for  1939  through 
July,  $10,690,477.28,  were  some  $275,000 
under  the  $10,965,575.40  collected  through 
July,  1938. 

Dunlap  East  for  Board 
Meet  and  Parleys 

New  York — Scott  R.  Dunlap,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  Monogram  production, 
arrived  from  the  coast  over  the  weekend 
to  attend  a board  meeting  scheduled  early 
in  the  week.  He  will  remain  in  the  east 
for  a few  weeks  discussing  the  company’s 
production  plans  with  W.  Ray  Johnston. 


Trio  in  East 

New  York — The  three  pictures  Jack 
Skirball  and  John  Wildberg  will  produce 
for  Columbia  release  will  be  made  at  East- 
ern Service  studios  starting  in  October. 
The  first  will  be  “Angela  is  22,”  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  “For  All  Their  Lives"  and  “Four- 
teen Uncles.” 


More  Data  Sought 
In  Oklahoma  Case 

Oklahoma  City — Former  Judge  Charles 
B.  Cochran,  representing  Paramount,  20th- 
Fox,  M-G-M,  RKO  and  Vitagraph,  has 
filed  a memorandum  in  support  of  a mo- 
tion for  more  definite  particulars  in  the 
government’s  anti-trust  suit  against  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  and  major  dis- 
tributors, listing  five  general  principles 
applicable  to  the  motion. 

The  summary  of  the  principles  follows; 
(a)  a bill  of  particulars  should  be  order- 
ed in  this  action  in  order  to  enable  the 
defendants  to  properly  prepare  their  re- 
sponsive pleadings  and  to  prepare  for 
trial;  (b)  a bill  of  particulars  is  even  more 
necessary  in  a case  brought  by  the  gov- 
ernment under  the  Sherman  Act  than  in 
other  cases;  (c)  a bill  of  particulars  should 
be  ordered  even  though  the  defendants 
may  have  general  knowledge  of  the  facts; 
(d)  particulars  should  not  be  denied  be- 
cause some  disclosure  of  plaintiff’s  evi- 
dence may  result;  (e)  the  formal  require- 
ments of  rule  12  have  been  complied  with. 

Similar  to  N.  Y.  Brief 

The  brief  is  similar  to  that  filed  by  ma- 
jor companies  in  the  all-industry  action 
in  New  York.  Specifically,  distributors 
want  to  know  where  definitions  are  made 
by  the  government  whether  they  are  com- 
monly used  in  the  film  industry,  “and,  if 
the  answer  is  in  the  negative,  that  the 
plaintiff  be  required  to  state  the  defini- 
tion of  words  and  phrases  as  they  are  gen- 
erally and  commonly  used  in  the  motion 
picture  industry,  and  be  required  to  use 
such  words  and  phrases  throughout  the 
complaint  in  lieu  of  the  definitions  given.” 

Reference  is  made  to  clearance,  which 
according  to  the  government  “is  the  pro- 
tection against  competition  granted  to  an 
exhibitor,  by  agreement  with  the  distri- 
butor, which  limits  the  terms  on  which 
the  distributor  may  license  films  to  other 
competing  exhibitors.” 

Distributors  then  go  on  to  quote  the 
dissenting  opinion  of  Justice  Roberts  in 
the  Interstate  case,  in  which  he  stated: 

Compares  Two  Definitions 

“The  record  discloses  that  the  distribu- 
tors have  always  provided  a so-called 
‘clearance’  between  the  first  run  and  sub- 
sequent runs  of  feature  pictures.  By  this 
is  meant  that  the  distributors  refused  to 
license  a subsequent  run  theatre  to  show 
such  a feature  until  the  expiration  of  a 
given  number  of  days  or  months  after 
the  picture  has  been  shown  in  a first  run 
house.” 

A comparison  of  the  two  definitions, 
the  brief  states,  show  how  much  broader 
is  the  definition  contained  in  paragraph 
26  and  how  confusing  it  will  be  if  the 
plaintiff  is  permitted  to  define  words  used 
in  the  complaint.  Untold  confusion  will 
result  at  the  trial  unless  the  request  is 
granted,  distributors  add. 

Reference  is  made  to  25  cases  where 
excerpts  are  mentioned  to  bear  out  the 
points  made  for  further  information. 

No  trial  date  has  been  set  and  there  is 
no  indication  when  the  case,  listed  as 
Civil  Action  172,  will  be  heard. 
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Hollywood,  Cal.,  Aug.  15 


. . ."Film  histoiy  was 

made  last  night 

when  GOLDEN  BOY 

was  previewed!" 


. . Says  Louella  Parsons 


JIMMIE  FIDLER  says:  “Here  is  one  picture  that  lives  up  to  all  the  promises  made 

for  it ...  romance,  drama,  comedy  and  a new  star  in  the  person  of  William  Holden.” 

LIFE  says:  “GOLDEN  BOY  will  leave  you  limp  with  its  drama.  William  Holden  and  Lee 
Cobb  are  important  discoveries.  Barbara  Stanwyck,  Sam  Levene  and  Adolphe  Menjou  stand- 
outs. Director  Mamoulian  has  a hit  here.” 


PHILA.  PUBLIC  LEDGER 


says:  "William  Holden  proved  a real  Golden  Boy.  Here 


is  a new  star.’ 


BOSTON  GLOBE  says:  "GOLDEN  BOY  is  one  of  the  very  fine  pictures  of  the  year. 

From  every  standpoint,  this  Columbia  picture  is  one  to  write  home  about.” 

VARIETY  says:  "Fine  blend  of  drama,  action,  romance  and  human  appeal.  Dandy  en- 
tertainment. Femme  appeal  strong  in  persuasive,  engrossing  love  story,  while  men  will  go 
for  action  angle.  Holden  looks  like  solid  and  lasting  juvenile  find.” 

ASSOCIATED  PRESS  says:  "Columbia  has  one  of  the  top-ranking  productions  of  the 

year  in  GOLDEN  BOY.” 

UNITED  PRESS  says:  "GOLDEN  BOY  more  than  lives  up  to  its  advance  publicity, 

turning  out  to  be  one  of  the  best  pictures  of  the  season." 

BOXOFFICE  says:  "Deserves  praise  on  many  counts.  GOLDEN  BOY  has  the  assets  to 
make  its  mark  in  patronage  and  praise.” 


NORTH  AMERICAN  NEWSPAPER  ALLIANCE 

picture  comes  under  the  head  of  outstanding  entertainment.” 


says:  “The  new  Columbia 


TORONTO  STAR  says:  "GOLDEN  BOY  promises  a golden  harvest  for  exhibitors.  It 

lias  story,  stars,  production  value  and  finesse,  plus  a two-year  preliminary  buildup  which 
has  made  fans  anxiously  await  it.” 

MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY  says:  "GOLDEN  BOY  has  had  more  buildup  in  the 

public  prints  than  most  pictures  can  take.  There  was  the  story  about  the  big  price  paid  for 
Clifford  Odets’  stage  play . . . and  the  sustained  sequence  of  stories  about  the  search  for  the 
youngster  to  play  the  title  part.  These  things  breed  titanic  expectations.  This  picture  justifies 
them.  A rare  100  minutes  in  the  theatre.” 

MOTION  PICTURE  HERALD  says:  "Powerful  story packing  an  entertainment 

wallop.  The  total  effect  is  tremendous.  Drew  frequent  applause  and  gave  manifest  satisfaction.” 


fifi 


The  “Frankenstein 


MONSTER 


to  Destroy  Those  Who  Condemned  Him 


the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Gettysburg  Address,  in  Lincoln’s  own  haundwriting, 
the  private  books  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  the  Folio  Bible  written  in  1341.  Narration  by  BASIL  RUYSDAEL. 


- No.  1 of  the  series 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

No.  2 of  the  series 

INSIDE  THE  WHITE  HOUSE 

No.  3 of  the  series 

INSIDE  THE  CAPITOL 


SERIES  NO.  2 
(SEASON  OF  1939-40) 

Consisting  of  SIX  MORE  GREAT  RELEASES, 
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Exhibitors  Sponsor  Distributor  Drive — That's  NEWS — 

In  the  man-bites-dog  legend  is  the  push  for  dates  which  already  1,000  and  more  theatre  operators  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada  have  voluntarily  undertaken  under  the  monicker,  “The  Exhibitors’  Sponsored  Testimonial  to  New  Uni- 
versal.’’ Running  the  rest  of  August  and  through  September  and  October,  the  expectancy  is  that  about  2,000  exhibitors 
in  this  country  and  Canada  will  join  what  carries  all  the  earmarks  of  a rapidly  growing  procession. 

Spyros  Skouras  of  National  Theatres,  who  appears  above,  left,  is  national  chairman.  Alongside  of  him  is  Mort  Singer, 
head  of  the  midwestern  circuit  bearing  his  name;  he  has  volunteered  to  see  that  the  central  belt  comes  through.  On  the 
right  is  N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of  the  Famous  Canadian  Corporation  and  volunteer  chairman  above  the  border. 
Most  unusual  is  the  series  of  prizes  which  various  exhibitors  are  offering  U7iiversal  salesmen  who  turn  in  the  best  record. 
For  instance,  M.  A.  Lightman  of  the  Malco  Theatres  centering  in  Memphis,  is  on  the  line  with  a piece  of  luggage;  John 
Nolan  of  the  Comerford  circuit  in  Pennsylvania  and  a self-appointed  drive  “rear  admiral’’  is  offering  money.  Bob  O’Don- 
nell, general  manager  of  the  Interstate  circuit,  Dallas,  is  another,  while  Charles  Hayman,  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls  op- 
erator, is  coughing  up  with  $200  of  his  own  money. 

Universal  frankly  admits  Universal  salesmen  are  somewhat  bewildered  by  these  world  of  tomorrow  developments — maybe 
— in  the  world  of  today.  Results  of  the  three-month  playdate  push  are  expected  to  reflect  substantially  in  the  com- 
pany’s earnings  statement  for  the  year. 


"U"  Quielly  Forges 
Star  Talent  Links 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 

Hollywood — ^Without  raising  much  of 
a fuss  about  it.  Universal  has  been  forg- 
ing steadily  ahead  on  one  of  its  most  im- 
portant self-appointed  jobs  under  the 
year-and-a-half-old  administration  of  N. 
J.  Blumberg. 

That  job  has  been  the  strengthening  of 
its  supply  of  star  and  featured  player 
roster,  augmented  to  a point  where  Uni- 
versal officials  express  their  current  satis- 
faction, through  outside  deals  principally. 

The  lineup  has  never  been  fully  di- 
vulged. That  is,  it  has  not  been  divulged 
in  toto  until  now.  Aside  from  Deanna 
Dimbin,  who  is  under  exclusive  contract,  of 
course,  the  permanent  list  is  made  up  of 
Mischa  Auer,  Robert  Cummings,  Andy  De- 
vine,  Nan  Grey,  Baby  Sandy,  Samuel 
Hinds,  Joy  Hodges,  Lewis  Howard,  William 
Lundigan,  Constance  Moore,  Helen  Par- 
rish, Gloria  Jean  and  Robert  Stack.  The 
array  includes  the  usual  “hopefuls”  which 
every  studio  anticipates  will  come  through, 
but  in  the  case  of  Gloria  Jean,  who  is 
starred  in  “The  Under-Pup,”  the  studio  feels 
the  youngster  definitely  arrives  in  her  first 
starring  picture  which  was  previewed  here 
during  the  week  and  submitted  to  a large 
scale  exploitation  opening  in  Scranton  on 
Thursday. 

Bing  Crosby’s  outside  picture  next  year 


Universal  Trade  Paper 
Ad  Budget  Is  Up 

New  York — Universal  will  increase  its 
trade  paper  advertising  budget  “very  much 
higher”  than  last  year  in  order  to  get  the 
“best  possible  coverage”  for  its  1939-40 
program,  according  to  Matty  Fox,  execu- 
tive assistant  to  Nate  Blumberg,  presi- 
dent. 

Pox  said  the  campaign,  which  is  now 
under  way,  will  be  Intensified  immediately 
after  Labor  Day. 


again  goes  to  Universal.  Through  Harry 
Edington,  who  is  now  a producer  on  his 
own  for  the  studio,  Cary  Grant  is  on  a 
“per  picture”  arrangement.  “U”  has  Mar- 
garet Sullavan  for  one  picture  a year  for 
three  years;  Irene  Dunne  for  one  a year; 
Charles  Boyer  for  one;  Douglas  Fairbanks 
jr.,  for  one  a year,  again  through  Edington; 
Freddie  Bartholomew  is  down  for  one,  with 
options  and  this  applies,  as  well,  to  Mar- 
lene Dietrich  and  Mae  West.  Edgar  Ber- 
gen and  his  wooden  McCarthy  are  com- 
mitted to  one  a year;  Jackie  Cooper  to  a 
brace  a year;  James  Stewart,  borrowed 
from  M-G-M  for  “Destry”  in  which  Miss 
Dietrich  will  appear  opposite;  Sigrid  Gurie 
for  three  a year;  Boris  Karloff  for  two  a 
year;  Bela  Lugosi  and  Vincent  Price  like- 
wise; Basil  Rathbone  is  on  a “per  picture” 
arrangement  via  Edington,  while  Richard 
Arlen  is  to  make  six  a year  for  the  Arlen- 
Devine  series. 

It  is  understood  others  are  on  the  way. 


15,000  Scrantonians 
On  Deck  for  Gloria 

By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

Scranton,  Pa. — When  Joe  Pasternak 
plucked  the  11 -year-old  daughter  of  a 
local  piano  salesman  from  the  seventh 
grade  class  of  the  Alexander  Hamilton 
School  for  a Hollywood  career  eight  months 
ago  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  she  was 
known,  at  the  outside,  to  possibly  50  or 
100  persons,  mostly  her  classmates. 

As  of  August  24,  Gloria  Jean,  star  of 
“The  Under-Pup,”  has  extended  her  circle 
of  friends  by  the  thousands.  If  the  blue- 
eyed, brown-haired  youngster  is  not  one 
of  the  most  talked  about  girls  in  the 
country,  it  is  no  fault  of  Universal’s  press 
agentry  magic. 

For  if  a city  ever  turned  itself  inside 
out  to  pay  homage  to  one  of  its  own,  this 
community  of  anthracite  mines  and  silk 
mills  did  for  the  premiere  of  Gloria’s 
initial  film  effort  at  the  Strand.  A quick 
estimate  saw  about  15,000  Scrantonians 
on  hand  when  the  train  bearing  Gloria, 
New  York  newspaper  and  trade  paper  cor- 
respondents, radio  commentators,  a news- 
reel crew,  home  office  and  studio  execu- 
tives pulled  in  early  Thursday  afternoon. 

All  told,  there  were  about  40  critics 
from  various  sections  of  the  country  on 
hand  for  the  festivities.  All  told,  they  were 

(Continued  on  page  39) 
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Gov't  Hooks  Up  1st  Run  Need 
With  Suit  Against  Crescent 


Nashville — Although  the  Crescent  suit 
is  similar  in  many  respects  to  the  Schine 
action,  the  government  presented  an  en- 
tirely new  angle  here  when  it  stated  that 
for  an  exhibitor  to  operate  successfully  in 
Crescent  towns  he  must  be  able  to  get  a 
“first,  second  or  some  run”  from  at  least 
thi'ee  or  more  major  distributors. 

Naming  Crescent  Amusement,  Lyric 
Amusement  Co.,  Strand  Enterprises,  Cum- 
berland Amusement  Co.,  the  New  Strand 
Company,  Rockwood  Amusement  Co., 
Cherokee  Amusement  Co.,  Kentucky 
Amusement,  Muscle  Shoals  Theatres,  Inc., 
as  corporate  defendants,  the  suit  charges 
these  defendants  “have  been  able  to  take 
over  operation  of  numerous  theatres  and 
keep  other  theatres  closed  in  said  Crescent 
towns  during  the  past  five  years  by  virtue 
of  their  control.  The  Schine  case  covers  a 
10-year  period. 

Individuals  Named 

Individuals  named  in  the  action  include 
Anthony  (“Tony”)  Sudekum,  president  of 
Crescent,  Lyric,  Strand,  Cumberland,  En- 
terprises and  Muscle  Shoals. 

R.  E.  Baulch,  secretary  and  director  of 
Crescent,  Lyric,  Strand,  Enterprises,  and 
is  a director  of  Cumberland. 

Kermit  C.  Stengel,  president  and  direc- 
tor of  Cherokee  and  Kentucky  Amusement, 
and  an  officer  and  director  of  Muscle 
Shoals. 

Louis  Rosenbaiun,  vice-president  and 
director  of  Muscle  Shoals. 

According  to  the  complaint.  Crescent 
operates  in  Brownsville,  Clarksville,  Cleve- 
land, Columbia.  Dyersburg.  Greenville.  Le- 
banon, Maryville,  Morristown  Murfrees- 
boro, Paris,  Springfield,  Union  City,  Madi- 
sonville,  and  Nashville  in  Tennessee:  in 
Bowling  Green,  Earlington  and  Hopkins- 
ville, Ky.,  and  in  Alabama  City,  Decatur 
and  Gasden,  Ala. 

Lyric  operates  in  Huntsville,  Ala. 

New  Strand  in  Kingsport,  Tenn. 

Cumberland  in  Tullahoma,  Dayton, 
Rogersville,  Crossville,  Winchester,  Mc- 
Minnville, Sparta,  South  Pittsburgh,  Pul- 
aski, Fayetteville  and  Franklin,  Tenn. 

Strand  in  Ridgley,  Ripley,  Trenton, 
Tiptonville,  and  Philadelphia,  Tenn.; 
Darkins,  Marked  Tree,  Earl  and  Le  Panto, 
Ark.;  Kosciuski,  Lexington,  Louisville, 
Morehead,  Itla  Bema  and  Durant,  Miss., 
and  Clinton,  Ky. 

Rockwood  in  Rockwood.  Tracy  City,  Coal 
Creek,  Manchester,  and  Huntington,  Tenn., 
and  Guthrie,  Ky. 

Muscle  Shoals  in  Athens,  Florence, 
Tuscumbia  and  Sheffield,  Ala. 

All  Majors  Defendants 

All  major  companies  are  defendants. 

Exclusive  privileges  of  clearance  and 
selectivity  in  towns  where  Crescent  oper- 
ates are  among  the  charges.  Another  is  the 
preventing  of  exhibitors  from  getting  first 
class  product,  forcing  rejected  pictures  on 
them  and  also  requiring  competitors  to 
“maintain  admission  prices  for  such  pic- 
tures higher  than  those  warranted  by 
quality”  of  product;  preventing  other  ex- 


hibitors from  getting  first  or  second  run 
clearance. 

Further,  it  is  charged,  “independent  ex- 
hibitors have  been  induced  to  sell  their 
theatres  to  defendant  exhibitors  under  the 
threat,  express  or  implied,  that  if  they  re- 
fused to  sell,  defendant  exhibitors  would 
open  competing  theatres  in  the  same  town 
and  prevent  independent  exhibitors  from 
procuring  desirable  pictures.  In  a num- 
ber of  instances,  independent  exhibitors 
attempting  to  compete  with  defendant  ex- 
hibitors have  found  it  impossible  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  pictures  to  keep  their  thea- 
tres operating.  In  addition,  defendant  ex- 
hibitors have  lowered  admission  prices, 
given  away  large  sums  of  money  as  prizes 
and  operate  some  of  their  theatres  at  a 
loss  with  the  purpose  and  effect  of  driving 
their  competitors  out  of  business  and  giv- 
ing defendant  exhibitors  a monopoly  in 
the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures  in  the 
area  in  which  they  operate.  By  use  of  such 
tactics,  defendant  exhibitors  have  forced  a 
large  number  of  independent  exhibitors  in 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Alabama,  Mississippi 
and  Arkansas  out  of  the  motion  picture 
business  and,  unless  restrained  and  en- 
joined by  the  court,  will  continue  to  do  so 
in  the  future  until  they  have  a complete 
control  in  the  motion  picture  exhibition 
business  in  the  areas  in  which  they 
operate.” 

B<SK  and  Majors  Assemble 
Data  for  Chicago  Suit 

Chicago — Tlie  attorneys  for  the  major 
film  companies  and  B&K  are  getting  data 
ready  again  for  the  resumption  of  the 
government’s  consent-decree  case  against 
them.  Hearings  are  due  to  start  again  on 
September  6. 

When  the  case — which  charges  Barney 
Balaban,  B&K  and  all  of  the  majors  ex- 
cept Columbia  with  violating  the  1932  con- 
sent decree — was  adjourned  the  early  part 
of  July,  the  government  had  concluded  its 
preliminary  arguments. 

Robert  Wright  and  Seymour  Simon,  gov- 
ernment attorneys  on  the  case,  have  been 
working  on  the  justice  department’s  anti- 
trust case  in  Oklahoma,  but  are  expected 
here  shortly. 

Former  Judge  Edgar  Eldredge,  appointed 
by  Judge  Charles  Woodward,  is  hearing 
testimony  and  evidence  as  a master  in 
chancery,  and  is  expected  to  be  on  the 
bench  when  the  case  is  resumed  two  days 
after  Labor  Day. 

Attorneys  for  the  film  companies  and 
B&K  are  working  with  the  exchange  branch 
managers,  getting  data  which  they  will  use 
in  presenting  their  defense  when  the  case 
resumes. 

New  Deposition  Date  for 
Sam  Meyers  Is  Set 

Chic  ACC — Deposition  of  Sam  Meyers  in 
Frank  Ford’s  anti-trust  suit  against  Mey- 
ers, B&K  and  the  major  companies  was 
set  for  Friday  (August  25).  'The  matter 
has  been  postponed  many  times  and  it  was 
thought  might  be  postponed  again. 


Trade  Definitions 
A La  Washington 

Nashville — The  government,  in  its  suit 
against  Crescent,  has  its  own  definition 
for  certain  familiar  industry  terms.  Eight 
are  explained  as  follows: 

“First  run  exhibition  in  a town  is  the 
initial  exhibition  of  a motion  picture  in 
that  town  with  first  run  clearance. 

“Second  run  exhibition  in  a town  is  the 
exhibition  of  a motion  picture  with  second 
run  clearance,  which  has  previously  been 
shown  in  that  town. 

“A  first  run  theatre  is  a motion  picture 
theatre  which  customarily  exhibits  first 
class  pictures  first  run. 

“A  second  run  theatre  is  a motion  pic- 
ture theatre  which  customarily  exhibits 
first  class  pictures  on  second  run. 

“Feature  pictures  are  motion  pictures 
five  or  more  reels  in  length.” 

[Columbia,  in  its  answer  to  the  gov- 
ernment, states  that,  as  a rule,  feature 
pictures  within  recent  years  are  any- 
where from  five  to  10  reels  in  length, 
whereas  prior  to  1928  features  were  as 
a rule  five  reels  in  length  with  few 
exceptions.  It  is  also  explained  it 
is  not  uncommon  for  a producer  to 
make  100,000  feet  of  film,  which  is 
subsequently  edited  and  cut  down  to 
10  reels  and  oftentimes  less.  'This  in- 
formation is  contained  in  papers  filed 
in  the  New  York  federal  court.] 
“Clearance  is  protection  against  compe- 
tition granted  to  an  exhibitor  by  agree- 
ment with  a distributor  which  limits  the 
terms  on  which  the  distributor  may  license 
films  to  other  competitive  exhibitors. 

“First  run  clearance  is  the  protection 
customarily  given  a first  run  theatre  by  a 
distributor  of  feature  pictures  against  com- 
petition resulting  from  the  subsequent 
exhibition  of  its  feature  pictures  at  other 
theatres  in  the  same  town.  Said  protec- 
tion generally  takes  the  form  of  an  agree- 
ment by  the  distributor  covering  a period 
of  one  year  or  more,  during  which  it  agrees 
not  to  license  its  features  for  exhibition  at 
other  theatres  in  the  same  town  until  a 
specified  period  has  elapsed  after  the  con- 
clusion of  their  exhibition  in  the  first  run 
theatre  and  further  agrees  not  to  license 
said  pictures  to  said  other  theatres  unless 
said  other  theatres  maintain  a specified 
minimum  admission  price. 

“Second  run  clearance  is  the  protection 
given  a second  run  theatre  by  a distributor 
of  feature  motion  pictures  against  com- 
petition resulting  from  the  exhibition  of  its 
feature  pictures  at  other  theatres  in  the 
same  town  subsequent  to  the  second  lun. 
Said  protection  generaJjy  takes  the  form 
of  an  agreement  similar  to  that  described 
in  the  preceding  paragraph.” 

David  Loew  Not  Making 
Any  on  UA  '39-'40  List 

New  York — David  L.  Loew  will  not  pro- 
duce on  UA’s  1939-40  program,  he  said 
during  his  stay  here.  He  added  he  is  not 
set  on  his  first  vehicle  or  the  star.  He 
came  on  from  the  coast  by  car  and  plans 
to  leave  Wednesday  for  Hollywood  via 
the  same  route. 
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Sees  Theatre  Takes 
With  Edge  on  '38 

New  York  — “Theatre  attendance  and 
boxoffice  receipts  are  expected  to  hold 
at  levels  only  slightly  in  excess  of  last 
year,”  reports  Poor’s  Publishing  Co.  in  its 
current  investment  survey. 

Even  should  attendance  show  no  gain 
from  the  present  level,  the  report  adds, 
the  industry  will  experience  “greatly  im- 
proved operations”  due  to  reduced  amor- 
tization charges  on  films  released  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  current  season. 

Poor’s  estimates  the  industry’s  1939-40 
production  budget  at  $176,000,000,  or  more 
than  20  per  cent  higher  than  for  the 
1938-39  season.  “Under  present  produc- 
tion plans,  only  a four  per  cent  increase 
in  total  feature  and  western  releases  is 
outlined  at  most,  but  more  ‘A’  and  less 
‘B’  quality  films  are  promised,”  it  states. 

'The  report  observes  there  “is  small  in- 
centive for  building  new  film  outlets  or 
enlarging  present  ones”  because  “pros- 
pects indicate  only  moderate  increases  in 
theatre  attendance.” 

Characterizing  the  export  market  as 
“crippled,”  the  report  states; 

“Because  of  the  fact  that  Argentina, 
Brazil  and  Mexico  are  among  the  five 
leading  foreign  markets  for  this  country’s 
films,  taking  22  per  cent  of  the  number  of 
positive  prints  exported  during  the  1939 
first  six  months,  or  twice  as  many  as  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France  combined, 
the  situation  is  far  from  disheartening. 
The  export  market  bears  close  watching, 
however,  especially  in  regard  to  competi- 
tion from  other  film  producing  countries. 


Lesser  East  From  Coast 
On  Business,  Vacation 

New  York — Sol  Lesser  arrived  from  the 
coast  Friday  on  a combined  business  and 
vacation  trip.  While  here  he  will  confer 
with  Thornton  Wilder  on  the  latter’s  play, 
“Our  Town,”  first  Lesser  picture  for  UA. 
He  also  will  tour  New  England  by  car 
selecting  background  shots. 


Hays  Returns 

New  York — Will  H.  Hays  is  back  in  New 
York  from  Hollywood  where  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  summer. 


Levy  in  Prison  After 
Fraud  Conviction 

Waterbury,  Conn.  — Edward  G.  Levy, 
general  counsel  of  MPTOA,  is  in  state’s 
prison  serving  a one-year  prison  term  for 
admittedly  participating  in  a conspiracy 
to  defraud  the  city  of  Waterbury  of  more 
than  $1,000,000  from  1930  through  1937. 
He  is  one  of  24  public  officials  and  others 
convicted. 

Levy,  a New  Haven  lawyer,  pleaded  guilty 
and  turned  state’s  evidence,  testifying  he 
had  endorsed  $111,000  in  city  checks  of 
which  he  had  retained  $21,500.  He  said 
the  rest  had  been  turned  over  to  Thomas  P. 
Kelly,  secretary  to  Mayor  T.  Frank  Hayes. 


They'll  Play  a Larger  Part  in  the  Affairs  of  RKO — 

Five  of  the  six  men  promoted  by  George  J.  Schaefer  at  the  RKO  studio  are  shown  in  this  panel.  Above,  left,  is  John  J. 
Nolan,  long  assistant  secretary  of  the  studio  company  and  now  assistant  to  Schaefer  with  headquarters  in  Hollywood.  To 
the  right  is  Howard  Benedict,  studio  publicity  director  originally  drawn  from  the  legitimate  stage  field.  Five  years  in  his 
old  post  and  long  reported  slated  for  production,  this  is  exactly  what  has  now  taken  place.  Below,  left  to  right,  is  Perry 
Lieber,  who  succeeds  Benedict  in  the  publicity  berth.  With  the  latter’s  promotion,  Lieber’s  was  anticipated  as  well. 
Then,  Robert  F.  Sisk,  former  advertising  and  publicity  director  and  for  severed  years  now  in  production.  Making  “B” 
pictures,  he  is  being  advanced  to  more  important  attractions  and  larger  budgets.  Finally,  Lou  Brock,  who  has  been  direct- 
ing shorts  but  who  now  is  named  head  of  the  short  subject  department.  The  sixth  promotion,  not  displayed  here,  goes  to 
Bert  Gilroy  who  v:ill  make  features  under  the  general  guidance  of  Lee  Marcus,  onetime  head  of  Pathe  who  forsook  dis- 
tribution for  production  and  has  remained  with  RKO  since  the  changeover.  Gilroy’s  first  will  be  ‘‘Marshal  of  Mesa 
City,”  starring  George  O’Brien. 
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Wood  Likely  Schine 
Counsel  in  Suit 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

Nizer  currently  is  on  a South  American 
honeymoon  and  while  his  name  has  been 
suggested,  along  with  Thacher,  it  is  un- 
derstood the  Schines  prefer  Wood. 

Wood  has  had  wide  experience  on  anti- 
trust cases,  having  represented  the  oil  in- 
dustry several  years  ago.  Additionally, 
he  was  among  the  two  important  outside 
lawyers  retained  by  Warners  in  the  two  St, 
Louis  anti-trust  cases  four  years  ago.  Wood 
has  also  been  mentioned  as  possible  coun- 
sel for  Warners  in  the  all-industry  suit, 
but  it  has  been  indicated  from  reliable 
sources  Robert  W.  Perkins,  general  counsel 
for  the  company,  will  act  as  trial  lawyer 
with  H.  I.  Levinson  and  other  home  office 
counsel  assisting. 

Answers  by  Schine  will  not  be  filed  by 
August  28,  which  is  21  days  after  the  suit 
was  instituted  in  the  local  federal  courts. 
The  reason  for  this  is  Schine  had  not  been 
served  until  a week  after  the  papers  were 
filed.  As  a result,  answers  are  not  due 
until  20  days  after  service. 

Tliere  is  every  indication  of  an  early  trial 
in  the  case,  it  is  stated  here,  because  the 
local  federal  calendar  is  practically  up  to 
date.  This  would  mean  that  the  suit  may 
be  heard  and  possibly  disposed  of  before 
the  all-industry  action  in  New  York. 

According  to  some  sources  here,  it  is 
said  Schine,  at  no  time,  has  built  in  op- 
position to  an  independent  in  any  of  the 
towns  he  operates.  However,  there  are 
those  who  differ  on  this,  claiming  that 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  is  an  example. 

The  investigation  by  the  government 
into  Schine  operations,  it  is  said,  began 
with  the  formation  of  Allied  of  New  York 
more  than  a year  ago.  Some  exhibitors 
who  have  complained  to  the  government 
are  understood  to  have  presented  to  the 
government  a chronological  record  of  de- 
velopments in  the  past  10  and  12  years 
which  will  be  offered  as  evidence  at  the 
trial. 

The  specific  number  of  complaints 
against  the  Schines,  while,  in  the  main, 
cover  the  New  York  territory,  is  not  known. 
Offhand,  it  is  said,  the  number  rims  any- 
where from  25  to  50. 


New  York  "Frozen"  Product 
Situation  May  Be  Settled 

New  York — Efforts  are  reported  imder 
way  to  bring  about  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  a complaint  by  a local  independ- 
ent against  RKO  and  Loew’s  with  an  im- 
partial party  handling  the  negotiations. 
The  complaint,  it  is  said,  deals  with  an  ex- 
hibitor who  for  years  enjoyed  a first  run 
and  now  is  last  in  his  neighborhood  and 
unable  to  get  product.  While  there  is  no 
visible  indication  of  a settlement,  the  the- 
atre owner  threatens  to  go  to  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  unless  he  gets  relief. 

UA  Answer  Sweepingly 
Denies  Gov't  Charges 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
not  go  into  detail  as  to  their  relationship. 

“From  time  to  time,”  UA  states,  “it  had 
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the  dramatic  power  of  Bette  Davis. 
Thus,  it  stands  at  sort  of  cross-roads 
in  that  it  must  either  resort  to  the 
already  used  or  coin  new  ones.  The 
occasion  for  the  latest  outburst  of 
enthusiasm  is  precipitated  by  "The 
Old  Maid,"  in  which  Miss  Davis  is 
provided  competition  by  Miriam 
Hopkins,  a generally  effective  actress 
very  much  in  her  own  right. 

But  it  isn't  competition.  Or,  at 
least,  for  Miss  Davis.  As  the  young 
girl  in  love  with  George  Brent,  her 
early  episodes  merely  plant  the 
background  for  that  which  comes. 
As  the  grown  and  middle-aged 
woman,  embittered  by  her  fate  and 
frustrated  by  the  illegitimacy  of  the 
daughter  she  can  never  claim,  yet 
torn  mightily  by  the  anguish  of  moth- 
er love,  this  characterization  is  a dis- 
tinguished and  emotion  - shaking 
piece  of  artistry.  Miss  Davis  gives 
the  part  and  her  interpretation  great 
depth,  complete  understanding  and 
undisputed  authority.  Essentially  a 
woman's  picture,  "The  Old  Maid" 
looks  like  a cleanup  if  precedents  es- 
tablished by  its  type  still  hold  forth 
in  this  upset  show  business. 

Incidentally,  the  child-born-out-of- 
wedlock situation  which  motivates 
the  entire  film  seems  to  represent  an 
unbending  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
duction code  administration.  And  a 
good  thing  at  that,  for  otherwise 
there  could  not  have  been  the ' pic- 
ture that  emerged. 

Brain  Power 


There  might  be  a new  situation 
stuck  away  somewhere  in  the  dra- 
matic fabric  of  "In  Name  Only," 
but  it  would  take  a sharper  eye  than 
this  to  bring  it  into  the  open.  At 
every  turn,  it's  a cinch  to  figure 
Carole  Lombard  and  Cary  Grant 
will  get  together  at  the  fadeout.  The 
only  and  very  slight  mystery  note 
swings  around  the  nature  of  the  de- 
vice whereby  Kay  Francis,  as  the 
odd  woman,  must  be  eliminated 
from  the  scene. 

Yet  in  face  of  this  or  maybe  de- 
spite it,  "In  Nome  Only"  proves  to 
be  one  of  the  fine  attractions  of  the 


current  period.  Expertly  and  often 
touchingly  performed  by  Miss  Lom- 
bard and  Grant,  the  supporting  cast 
which  includes  Miss  Francis  and 
Charles  Cobum,  gives  valiant  as- 
sistance. The  absence  of  the  banal 
in  the  dialogue,  the  use  of  brain 
power  in  the  development  of  the 
script,  the  intelligence  of  John  Crom- 
well's direction  cmd  the  calibre  of 
the  performances  do  the  trick,  and 
do  it  very  well  indeed.  A first  class 
evidence  of  the  proper  use  of  brain 
power  in  production. 

A Smart  Stroke 

Not  on  the  1938-39  contract  which 
expires  August  31,  Universal  pro- 
poses delivering  "First  Love,"  the 
next  Durbin,  to  exhibitors  on  the 
year's  program  anyway  although 
delivery  will  not  be  made  until  late 
September  or  early  Cctober. 

The  ordinary  procedure  with  many 
distributors  is  to  pull  what  appears 
earmarked  as  on  important  attrac- 
tion from  the  schedule  and  re-sell 
it  the  following  season  on  higher 
terms.  This  has  always  been  an 
unholy  business  practice  and  as  neat 
a reason  for  maintaining  continued 
strife  between  buyer  and  seller  as 
might  be  contrived. 

Universal's  action  has  nothing  up 
its  sleeve.  The  company,  already  the 
welcome  target  of  an  exhibitor- 
inspired  playdate  drive,  is  making 
progress.  It  wants  to  engender  fur- 
ther goodwill  with  its  customers  and 
correctly  and  astutely  dopes  it  out 
that  throwing  in  an  added  attrac- 
tion which  nobody  expects  is  a way 
of  doing  it.  And  it  is. 

$1,000,000,000  Up 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Hopkins 
reports  a billion  dollar  increase  in 
retail  trade  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1939.  Aside  from  confus- 
ing anti-New  Dealers,  a conclusion 
which  appears  rational  is  that  some 
of  this  additional  money  circulating 
and  floating  around  and  across  the 
land  must  have  found  its  way  into 
the  boxoffice. 

It  begins  to  look  now  as  if  the  pic- 
ture business  is  here  to  stay. 


knowledge  that  producers,  directly  or  in- 
directly, had  acquired  theatres  and  that 
there  were  mergers  or  affiliations,”  but 
further  than  that  no  information  is  given. 

The  company  also  knew  that  RKO, 
Loew’s,  Paramount,  20th-Fox  and  Warners 
had  interests  in  theatres,  that  Universal 
at  one  time  was  affiliated  with  a circuit 


and  that  Warners  had  an  interest  in  Vita- 
phone  and  Stanley  Co.  of  America,  but 
the  “nature  and  extent  of  such  interest” 
is  not  known. 

In  essence,  the  answer  holds  that  UA 
is  not  a producing  company  but  a distri- 
buting outlet  for  independent  producers, 
some  of  whom  have  a stock  interest. 
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STEALING  MARCH  ON  FIELD,  WARNER  PICKS  DP 
MANY  CODE  FEATURES  IN  INDIVIDUAL  PROGRAM 


20%  Cancellation,  No 
Score  Charges,  No 
Shorts  Forcing 

New  York  — Warner  boldly  steals  a 
march  on  the  rest  of  the  field  by  pick- 
ing up  many  essential  features  of  the  trade 
practice  code  which  the  justice  department 
said  could  not  be  adopted  by  the  majors 
in  concert  and  incorporating  them  in  a 
12-point  platform  by  which  sales  policies 
for  1939-40  will  be  governed. 

Regardless  of  what  competitors  may  do, 
Warner,  with  Gradwell  L.  Sears  spokesman 
as  president  of  Vitagraph,  fanfares  to  the 
entire  industry  its  own  20  per  cent  can- 
cellation clause,  intention  to  continue  sell- 
ing established  customers,  divorce  of  fea- 
tures from  shorts  and  abandonment  of  the 
score  charge  among  the  highlights  and 
also  significantly  embraces  the  clause  out- 
lining anticipation  that  all  top-bracket 
pictures  will  be  accorded  preferred  play- 
ing time. 

First  over  the  line  in  any  move  to  salvage 
some  of  the  primary  code  concessions, 
Warner  now  is  resting  on  the  priority  its 
unexpected  and  dramatic  action  estab- 
lishes. Aware  of  the  possibility  that  other 
majors  may  follow  suit,  Warner  execu- 
tives declare  this  will  be  all  right  with 
them  just  so  long  as  any  credit  for  the 
road-paving  process  accrues  to  their  com- 
pany. 

Declaring  the  statement  is  issued  “in 
an  endeavor  to  clarify  the  company’s  po- 
sition and  dispel,  as  far  as  Vitagraph  is 
concerned,  widespread  confusion  and  di- 
vergence of  opinion  now  existing  in  the 
industry,”  Sears  adds  that  “in  the  opinion 
of  the  company  distribution  methods  for 
the  future  require  streamlining  to  meet 
the  new  order  of  economic  demands.” 

The  12-point  policy  follows: 

1.  We  announced  on  March  14,  1939, 
we  would  release  48  feature  pictures,  104 
short  subjects  and  48  trailers.  We  also 
stated  that  “quality  is  not  a passing  fash- 
ion.” Our  production  performance  since 
this  date  and  the  pictures  finished  and 
available  for  release  justify  that  state- 
ment. 

2.  An  exhibitor  who  licenses  all  feature 
motion  pictures  offered  shall  have  the 
right,  if  he  be  not  in  default,  to  eliminate 
proportionately  among  the  several  brack- 
ets 20  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
features  licensed  if  the  average  license 
fees  for  all  features  shall  not  exceed  $100 
and  10  per  cent  if  such  average  is  in  ex- 
cess of  $100. 

3.  We  confirm  our  policy  of  long  stand- 
ing of  allowing  an  exhibitor  to  eliminate 
any  feature  which  may  be  locally  offen- 
sive on  moral,  religious  or  racial  grounds. 

4.  We  expect  all  top-bracket  pictures  to 
be  played  on  preferred  playing  time. 

5.  We  will  license  a run  designated  by 
us  of  our  features  in  any  situation  to  any 


exhibitor  of  good  reputation  as  a thea- 
tre operator  and  customer  whose  theatre 
is  in  good  condition  and  who  operates 
under  a policy  which  will  not  substantially 
reduce  our  revenue  from  any  other  run 
provided  such  exhibitor  and  we  can  agree 
upon  the  number  of  features  to  be  licensed 
and  other  terms  and  conditions. 

6.  We  confirm  our  policy  of  long  stand- 
ing and  our  intent  to  continue  to  license 
our  pictures  to  our  regular  customers  who 
prove  to  be  satisfactory. 

7.  No  exhibitor  will  be  required  to  license 
short  subjects,  trailers  or  reissues  as  a 
condition  of  licensing  features. 

8.  No  recording  charge  will  be  made  in 
connection  with  the  licensing  of  any  of 
our  feature  pictures. 

Max  Milder  Heads 
U.  K.  Combination 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

London — The  Warner  and  First  National 
sales  organizations,  heretofore  separately 
maintained,  were  merged  on  Monday.  Max 
Milder,  managing  director  of  Warner,  is  in 
charge  under  Robert  Schless. 

D.  E.  Griffiths,  former  managing  direc- 
tor of  First  National,  may  remain  with  the 
consolidated  organizations  although  there 
is  no  certainty  on  this  score. 


New  York — Official  word  that  the 
Warner  and  First  National  sales  machines 
in  England  have  been  merged  was  tipped 
off  by  Hal  B.  Wallis,  Warner  executive 
producer,  on  his  return  from  Europe  a few 
weeks  ago.  The  story  was  immediately 
denied  by  home  office  executives  attached 
to  the  foreign  department. 

On  August  5,  Boxoffice  reported  Robert 
Schless,  former  supervisor  for  Europe,  had 
been  placed  in  charge  of  the  continent  as 


To  Negotiate  Clearance 
"Reasonable  as  to 
Time  and  Area" 

9.  To  assist  in  booking  problems  of  our 
customers  and  for  mutual  benefit  of  our 
customers  and  ourselves,  it  is  our  inten- 
tion to  hold  a number  of  test  exhibitions 
of  pictures  in  order  to  fairly  establish 
their  proper  price  bracket  allocation.  We 
will  allocate  features  to  their  proper  price 
brackets  not  later  than  14  days  after  the 
national  release  date  thereof  to  first  rim 
exhibitors  in  those  cities  which  we  may 
use  as  “test  cities”  and  to  all  others  on 
giving  notice  of  availability  of  each  fea- 
ture. 

10.  We  have  never  at  any  time  coerced 
or  intimidated  any  exhibitor  to  license 
our  pictures  by  threatening  to  build  or 
otherwise  acquire  a competing  theatre  and 
we  will  never  do  so.  It  is  our  belief  that 
the  quality  of  our  pictures  and  the  high 
standard  of  our  production  create  a de- 
mand for  our  pictures. 

11.  For  over  five  years  it  has  been 
our  policy  to  arbitrate,  with  any  customer 
desiring  to  do  so,  all  claims  and  conti’o- 
versies  which  may  arise  under  our  license 
agreements  and  our  form  of  license  agree- 
ment containing  an  optional  arbitration 
provision,  we  will  continue  to  give  to  each 
of  our  customers  the  option  to  arbitrate 
all  such  claims  and  controversies. 

12.  Clearance  is  an  absolute  necessity  in 
the  conduct  of  our  business  and  we  there- 
fore intend  to  continue  our  policy  to 
negotiate  with  each  of  our  customers  for 
clearance  reasonable  as  to  time  and  area. 
This  policy  will  apply  for  the  season  of 
1939-40  and  to  all  license  agreements  cov- 
ering 1939-40  product  made  after  Jan- 
uary 1,  1939. 

15,000  Scrantonians  Turn 
Out  to  Hail  Gloria 

(Continued  from  page  31) 
pleasantly  surprised  to  see  Scranton  news- 
papers carrying  front  page  stories  of  their 
arrival — before  the  engineer  cut  off  his 
power.  Two  local  bands  tooted  their  darnd- 
est  to  vie  with  factory  and  mine  whistles 
in  blasting  a welcome. 


well  as  England  under  a split  which,  in 
turn,  put  Sam  E.  Morris  and  Joe  Himmel 
over  South  America  and  the  Far  East. 

The  following  week  Boxoffice  reported 
the  purpose  of  Harry  M.  Warner’s  London 
trip  concerned  the  British  amalgama- 
tion, but  still  no  official  light  was  shed 
on  the  plan.  On  September  2,  Warner,  per 
schedule,  will  arrive  in  New  York  on  the 
Queen  Mary.  Cable  advice  from  London  to 
Warner  headquarters  cloaked  the  fore- 
cast with  a completely  official  aura. 
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WEEK'S  CROWN  TO  "STANLEY  AND  LIVINGSTONE" 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  2nd  run; 

Cowboy  (Juarterback  (FN)  50 

Memorial — fStaiiley  and  Livingrstone  (20th- 

Fox);  Jones  Family  in  Hollywood  ( 20th-Fox) . 135 
Metropolitan — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox); 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th-Fox) 60 

Orpheum — Four  Feathers  (UA) ; A Woman  Is 

the  Jiidg;e  (Col)  115 

Paramount--Same  as  Fenway  50 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  100 


CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para),  1st  part.. 100 


Broadway — The  Grade  .Allen  Murder  Case 

(Para),  2nd  part  90 

Broadway — Wolf  Call  (Mono),  3rd  part  90 

Carolina — Goodb.ye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)  100 

Imperial — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)...100 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  final 

and  8th  wk 85 

Chicago — Stanle.v  and  Livingrstone  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show,  held  2nd  wk 145 

Garrick — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  3rd  loop 

wk 100 

Oriental^Naugrhty  But  Nice  (WB),  first  run; 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ),  2nd  loop  wk., 

stage  show  100 

BKO  Palace — Career  (RKO),  plus  stage  show.. 100 
Roosevelt — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Maik  (U.V). 

2nd  wk 95 

Sta.te-Lake — Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show  90 

United  Artists — Lad.v  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M), 

held  2nd  wk 115 

World  Playhouse — Stolen  Life  (Para),  2nd 

loop  wk 90 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M),  held 120 

Capitol — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  3rd  wk 120 

Keith’s — Winter  Carnival  (UA)  120 

Lyric — Pour  Feathers  (UA)  120 

Palace — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  held 130 

.Shubert — Our  Ia“ading  Citizen  (Para)  100 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Bae'helor  Mother  (RKO),  3rd  wk 175 

Hippodrome — Fach  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  2nd  wk.  85 

Palace — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 85 

State — Four  Feathers  (UA)  125 

Stillman — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA), 

2nd  wk 110 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Ex-Champ  (Univ),  1st  half  80 

Capitol — They  Made  Her  .a  Spy  (RKO),  2nd  half  85 

Majestic — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  125 

Palace — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 110 

Rialto — Miriwies  for  Sale  (M-G-M),  1st  half... 100 
Rialto — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ),  2nd  half..  90 
Tower — Andy  Hard.v  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 


DENVER 


Aladdin — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  after  a 

wk.  at  the  Denver  100 

Broadway — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M), 

after  a wk.  at  the  Orpheum  125 

Denham — Our  Leiwling  Citizen  (Para)  115 

Denver — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  100 

Orpheum — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  They  All 

Come  Out  (M-G-M)  100 

Paramount — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) ; 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th-Fox) 120 

Rialto — Daughters  Courageous  (FN),  after  a 
wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  News 
Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox)  115 


DETROIT 


Adams — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  after 
wk.  at  Fox;  Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox), 

after  wk.  at  Fox  90 

Fox — Stanle.v  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 

The  Jones  Family  in  HoII.vwoikI  ( 20th-Fox) . 110 
Michigan — ^The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA); 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  100 

Palms  State — Winter  Carnival  (UA) ; They  All 
Come  Out  (M-G-M)  85 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  held 


over  130 

Midland — Winter  Carnival  (UA) ; Miracles 

for  Sale  (M-G-M)  70 

Newman — Kid  From  Kokomo  (WB) ; .Stolen 

Life  (Para)  85 

Uptown — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  held 

over  140 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Stanley  and  Livingstone  (<3ual) 

Los  Angeles  190 

Bachelor  Mother — Cleveland 

(3rd  wk.)  175 

The  Old  Maid — New  York  (plus 
stage  show)  170 


Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 


— Oklahoma  City  (moveover) ....150 

Four  Feathers  (dual)  — 

New  Haven  160 

When  Tomorrow  Comes  (dual) 
Portland,  Ore 150 

Stanley  and  Livingstone — 

Chicago  (3rd  wk.)  145 


Hotel  for  IVomen — Kansas  City. .140 
EXTENDED  RUNS 

Goodbye,  3Ir.  Chip.s,  14th  wk.,  New  York 
City;  8th  wk.,  Chicago,  Seattle;  4th  wk., 
Portland. 

Oil  IJorrowed  Time,  5th  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 

Bachelor  Motlier,  3rd  wk.,  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland.  Los  Angeles. 

Kach  Dawn  I Die,  3rd  loop  wk.,  Chicago. 

They  Shall  Have  Music,  3rd  wk.,  New 
York. 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Stanley  and  lavingstone  (20th-Fox) ; 


Quick  >fillions  (20th-Fox)  190 

Downtown — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA);  You 
Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder  (FN),  2nd  wk.  .125 
Four  Star — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M),  5th 

wk GO 

Hillstreet — Baehelor  Mother  (RKO);  House  of 

Fear  (Univ),  3rd  wk 90 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  125 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  90 

Paramount — Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para);  Our 

Leading  Citizen  (Para)  60 

State — Same  as  Chinese  175 


MILWAUKEE 


Palace — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para);  Island 

of  Lost  3Ieii  (Para)  90 

Riverside-'-AVliisiiering  Knemies  (Col),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Strand — Four  Feathers  (UA);  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  110 

Warner — The  Man  In  the  Iron  Mask  (UA); 

^^■ay  Down  South  (RKO)  125 

Wisconsin — Lad.i  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 

News  Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox) 125 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Aster — Island  of  I>ost  Men  (Para);  Cowboy 

(Quarterback  (FN)  90 

Century — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M).  2nd  wk 100 

Gopher — Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col) 90 

Minnesota— lExile  Express  (GN),  plus  stage 

show  (Nan  Rae  & Co.)  100 

Orpheum— Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  90 

State — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M)  85 

World — The  Mikado  (Univ),  2nd  wk.  ’ 110 


NEW  HAVEN 


College — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox);  Pan- 
ama Lad.v  (RKO)  75 

Loew-Poli — l,ady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 

Miraz-les  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  80 

Paramount — Our  I>eading  Citizen  (Para);  The 

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  50 

Roger  Sherman — Four  Feathers  (UA) ; Unex- 
pected Father  (Univ)  160 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Center — Forgotten  Women  (Univ)  75 

Globe — Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M)  85 

Liberty — Way  Dowti  South  (RKO)  95 

Orpheum — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),.  2nd  wk....l00 
Saenger — Su-annah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 

Fox)  100 

State — Four  Feathers  (UA)  125 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  13th  wk. 

held  110 

Capitol — Four  Feathers  (UA),  2nd  wk 115 

Criterion — Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  100 

Globe — I Stole  a Million  (Univ),  2nd  wk 95 

Paramount — Beau  Geste  (Para),  2nd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  120 

Radio  City  Music  Had — In  Name  Only  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  115 

Rivoli — The.v  Shall  Have  Music  (UA),  3rd  wk.  75 
Roxy — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show,  held  115 

Strajjd — The  Old  Maid  (WB),  plus  stage  show. 170 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion- — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)...  85 
Liberty — The  Magnificent  Fraud  (Para);  Mil- 
lion Dollar  Legs  (Para),  4 days  100 

Liberty— Night  AVork  (Para);  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond’s Bride  (Para),  3 days  95 

Midwest — Our  Lea<ling  Citizen  (Para)  80 

Plaza— Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  moveover  150 

State — Pony  Express  (Rep);  My  AVife’s  Rela- 
tives (Rep),  3 days  &5 

State — Blind  Alley  (Col);  Stunt  Pilot  (Mono), 

4 days  125 

Tower — Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  70 


OMAHA 

Brandeis — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  The  Saint 


in  London  (RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

Omaha — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M);  (>,000 

Enemies  (M-G-M)  125 

Orpheum — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 

It  Could  Hapi>en  to  You  (20th-Fox)  135 

PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd — Four  Feathers  (UA)  85 

Earle — The  Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  80 

Fox — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  2nd  wk.,  with 

Buddy  Clark,  Sybil  Bowan  on  stage 100 

Karlton — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  run.... 100 
Palace — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  3rd  run....  85 

Stanley — Ead.v  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 110 

Stanton — And.v  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  2nd  run  95 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  85 

Penn — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) 120 

Stanley — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  100 


Warner — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  d.t.  wk.  90 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 

The  Man  AVho  Dared  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 

Mayfair — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chip.s  (M-G-M),  4th  wk.  .100 
Orpheum — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para);  Isl- 
and of  Lost  Men  (Para)  100 

Paramount — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  Career 

(RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

United  Artists — AA’hen  Tomorrow  Comes 

(Univ);  Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M) 150 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Capitol — Prison  Without  Bars  (UA);  The  Girl 

From  Mexico  (RKO)  105 

Centre — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  115 

Paramount — Closed  for  the  summer. 

Studio — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  2nd  wk 135 

Utah — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ);  Unexpected 

Father  (Univ)  105 

Victory — Closed  for  the  summer. 


SEATTLE 


Blue  Mouse — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ); 

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

Fifth  Avenue — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO) ; On 

Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Liberty — The  Man  They  Couldn’t  Hang  (Col); 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  90 

Music  Box — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chii)s  (M-G-M), 

8th  wk 90 

Orpheum — Magnificent  Fraud  (Para);  Indiana- 
polis Speedway  (WB)  90 

Palomar — Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para); 

Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep),  plus  stage  show..,.  85 
Paramount — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

Fox);  (Juick  MilUons  (20th-Fox)  100 
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FIFTH 


irs  BIG  BOX-OFFICE  WHEN  THE  TITLE-STAR- 

STORY-DIRECTOR  SET-UP  IS  AS  PERFECT  AS  THIS! . . . 

Figure  the  fun  when  joyous  Ginger,  jobless  beauty  from  the  East  Side,  moves  in 
as  family  trouble-shooter  for  Millionaire  Connolly! ...  A humanly  humorous  story 
milked  to  its  last  drop  of  sentiment,  romance  and  dramatic  excitement  by  pro- 
ducer-director Gregory  La  Cava — the  man  who  put  that  crackling  spark  of  life 
and  vitality  into  “Stage  Door!”  . . . 

Yes,  sir . . . another  BIG  ONE  from  RKO  RADIO! 


^ IN 

FIFTH  AVENUE  GIRL 

WITH 

WALTER  CONNOLLY  » VERREE  TEASDALE  • JAMES  ELLISON 

TIM  HOLT  • KATHRYN  ADAMS  • FRANKLIN  PANGBORN 
PRODUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  GREGORY  LA  CAVA 


PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  IN  CHARGE  OP  PRODUCTION 

SCREEN  PLAY  BY  ALLAN  SCOTT 


WARNER  MOVE  TO  INCLUDE  CODE  ESSENTIALS 
IN  SELUNG  POLICY  GETS  INDEPENDENTS  CHEER 


''NertzF'  Says  Allied  President 

Dallas^ — Furnished  highlights  of  the  new  Warner  selling  policy  by  BOXOFFICE, 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president,  says: 

"This  is  probably  commendable,  but  I cannot  get  excited  in  view  of  Gradwell 
Sears'  own  statement  in  Minneapolis  that  none  of  these  concessions  is  going  to  cost 
his  company  a nickel. 

“Specifically: 

"Divorce  of  shorts  and  feature  selling.  Who  says  so?  Sears  or  his  salesmen  who 
state  they  have  been  assigned  certain  quotas  and,  if  you  won't  take  the  shorts, 
they  must  have  more  money  for  features? 

“Twenty  per  cent  cancellations.  Quota  again,  and  the  Warners  need  the  money. 

"Score  charges.  You  can't  see  them,  but  they're  still  there  like  the  salesman's 
overcoat. 

"Selling  established  customers.  Sure!  Their  established  customer  is  now  the 
chain  and  that's  who  they'll  sell. 

"Nertz!" 

New  York  Allied  Sees  Others 
Trailing  Warner  Policy 


Distributor  Response  Is 
Lukewarm;  Others  Are 
Waiting  to  See 

(Text  of  Warner  12-Point  Program 
on  Page  39,» 

New  York — The  decision  by  Warner  to 
incorporate  some  of  the  essentials  of  the 
trade  practice  code  into  a 12-point  selling 
policy  for  the  new  season  finds  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  in  the  Metropolitan  area 
generally  cheering  and  brother  distribu- 
tors either  silent  or  unimpressed. 

Independent  theatremen  hail  the  move 
as  a “step  in  the  right  direction,”  and 
freely  anticipate  that  every  other  com- 
pany, possibly  with  the  exception  of  Unit- 
ed Artists,  will  follow  suit.  UA  maintains 
it  has  been  operating  under  many  code 
provisions  as  a part  of  its  policy,  anyway. 

The  morning  the  announcement  broke, 
one  New  Jersey  exhibitor  who  operates 
two  theatres,  told  Boxoffice  he  had  made 
a contract  with  another  company  the  night 
before  and  was  advising  the  branch  man- 
ager immediately  that  unless  some  provi- 
sions being  offered  by  Warner  were  given 
to  him  he  would  cancel. 

Commenting  on  the  statement  by  Grad- 
well L.  Sears,  Vitagraph  president  and 
Warner  sales  chief,  this  exhibitor  said:  “I 
think  it  is  a very  good  thing.  Now  that 
Warner  has  taken  this  step,  exhibitors 
will  demand  the  same  things  from  other 
companies.” 

Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  Allied  of 
New  York,  in  addition  to  releasing  a spec- 
ial bulletin  to  the  membership,  told  Box- 
office: 

“I  think  the  Warner  move  is  a step  in 
the  right  direction  and  marks  progress. 
This  proves  my  previous  statements  relat- 
ing to  the  sincerity  of  distributors  in  their 
proposals  on  trade  practices  and  my  con- 
tention that  they  intended  to  do  the  right 
thing.  I believe  everybody  else  will  fol- 
low along  the  same  lines,”  he  concluded, 
pointing  out  that  when  he  said  “every- 
body” he  meant  the  rest  of  the  distribu- 
tors. 

The  general  sentiment  among  other 
small  exhibitors  is  that  Warner  has  taken 
the  initiative  which  v/ill  virtually  force 
every  distributor  to  adopt  the  same  kind 
of  policy.  Contentions  go  further,  and 
make  it  clear  that  now  that  one  company 
has  decided  to  include  many  of  the  code’s 
provisions  other  companies  which  do  not 
follow  suit  will  suffer  by  comparison. 

Some  reactions  from  independents  veer 
to  the  opinion  that  although  Sears  has 
been  regarded  as  “a  tough  guy  to  deal 
with,”  he  now  comes  through  with  an  un- 
precedented gesture  which  will  make  new 
friends  for  his  company. 

There  are  some  exhibitors  who  decline 
to  comment  until  they  see  for  themselves 
just  how  far  Warner  will  go  when  it  comes 
to  inserting  the  various  proposals  men- 
tioned into  the  contracts.  Particularly, 
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New  York — The  following  special  bul- 
letin was  released  by  Allied  of  New  York, 
following  Warner’s  decision  to  adopt  var- 
ious principles  of  the  code  in  its  contracts 
for  the  new  season: 

“Warner  Brothers,  through  their  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  embodying 
many  of  the  salient  features  of  the  code 
into  their  sales  contracts.  There  will  be 
an  elimination  clause  scaling  from  20  to 
10  per  cent. in  line  with  the  same  provi- 
sions in  the  code.  There  will  be  a provi- 
sion which  will  eliminate  forcing  shorts. 

“The  most  important  thing  that  should 
be  of  great  benefit  to  every  exhibitor  in 
the  state  is  the  following:  Gradwell  Sears 


these  are  theatre  operators  who  have  taken 
issue  with  Warner  on  reallocation. 

Sales  managers  of  other  companies  are 
silent  or  officially  unimpressed.  Abe 
Montague  of  Columbia  doesn’t  believe  in 
rushing  into  print,  but  will  talk  when  the 
time  comes,  if  it  does.  William  A.  Scully 
of  Universal  says  he  is  busy  selling  Uni- 
versal pictures  and  may  have  a statement 
later.  Neil  P.  Agnew  of  Paramount  de- 
clines to  comment  either  on  the  Warner 
plan  or  any  plan  along  similar  lines  which 
his  company  may  be  entertaining.  Ned  E. 
Depinet  of  RKO  was  unavailable.  Harry 
Gold  of  United  Artists  admits  to  a quick 
reading  of  the  Warner  program,  but  de- 
clares that  he  is  not  impressed. 

“We  have  been  practicing  much  of  the 
concessions  embraced  in  the  code  for 
years,”  Gold  says.  “We  don’t  force  shorts 
with  features.  We  don’t  collect  score 
charges.  We  continue  to  deal  with  estab- 
lished customers.  We  have  no  theatres, 
don’t  want  any  and  so  have  no  occasion 
to  intimidate  exhibitors.  We  have  no 
cancellation  setup,  but  that’s  hardly  news.” 


assured  your  president  he  will  favor  con- 
ciliation on  clearance  problems  where  War- 
ner Brothers  is  concerned  and  will  step 
in  actively  to  iron  out  problems  relating  to 
clearance  in  this  territory.  Conciliation 
now  offers  the  exhibitor  of  this  state  a 
marvelous  opportunity  to  accomplish 
progress  even  though,  for  the  present,  the 
matter  of  the  code  is  delayed. 

“Under  the  foregoing  proposed  method 
of  operation  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
many  of  the  other  distributors  will  fall  in 
line  and  let’s  try  and  make  it  a point  to 
show  the  rest  of  the  country  that  exhibi- 
tors in  New  York  state  can  and  do  settle 
their  problems  without  the  necessity  of 
forced  regulation.” 

James  Roosevelt  to 
Probe  for  MPPA 

Hollywood — The  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
ducers Ass’n  has  appointed  James  Roose- 
velt, eldest  son  of  the  President,  to  study 
local  industry  problems  and  inter-studio 
relationships  in  a special  assignment  on 
leave  from  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  of 
which  firm  he  is  vice-president. 

Joseph  M.  Schenck,  head  of  the  pro- 
ducer group,  emphasized  that  the  action 
has  no  bearing  on  problems  “affecting  cer- 
tain producers  and  the  government.” 


Grant  Closed  Shop 

Hollywood — ^Faced  with  the  probability 
of  a strike  among  members  of  the  Screen 
Publicists  Guild,  producers  have  granted 
the  Guild’s  demand  for  a closed  shop. 
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Terms  N.  Y.  Expulsion 
"Face-Saving"  Step 

New  York — Expulsion  of  Allied  of  New 
York  from  the  national  unit  is  “the  only 
way  Colonel  Cole  and  Commissioner  Myers 
could  save  their  faces  in  view  of  the  record 
of  accomplishment  by  Allied  of  New  York,” 
Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  the  local  unit, 
states  in  a press  release,  following  the  re- 
cent mail  vote  taken  by  the  national  board 
of  directors. 

He  adds  these  men  tried  to  find  “some 
loophole  or  peg  to  hang  either  their  faces 
or  their  hats”  because  of  the  progressive 
policy  adopted  by  the  New  York  organiza- 
tion. 

“Remember,”  Cohen  continues,  “we  are 
expelled  because  of  a top-heavy  burden 
placed  upon  us  by  national  Allied  in  a 
job  that  they  had  failed  miserably  to  com- 
plete.” He  goes  on  to  relate  how  Allied 
started  a unit  here  in  1932  on  a “starva- 
tion rate  of  dues”  which  failed  to  com- 
plete its  obligations. 

Cole  is  quoted  from  excerpts  at  the  Al- 
lied of  New  York  convention.  May  24, 
when  he  endorsed  the  policies  of  the  local 
unit  and  held  “it  is  one  of  the  stoutest 
babies  I ever  saw.” 

Cites  His  Policy 

Declaring  he  has  always  been  in  favor 
of  national  Allied’s  policies,  but  believed 
that  more  could  be  accomplished  by  try- 
ing to  work  with  distributors  than  against 
them,  Cohen  culls  an  excerpt  from  his  con- 
vention talk  and  says  “Allied  of  New  York 
has  always  been  committed  to  a construc- 
tive policy  and  does  not  believe  it  con- 
trary to  the  policies  of  national  Allied. 
Allied  of  New  York  feels  that,  if  this  in- 
dustry can  govern  itself  with  self-regula- 
tion and  that  can  be  accomplished,  that, 
in  no  wise,  interfered  with  national  Al- 
lied’s policies.” 

He  refers  to  several  men  in  the  local 
organization  who  have  been  in  “cahoots” 
with  Myers  as  “backbiters.”  At  a press 
conference  last  week:  That  Allied  of  New 
York  has  always  charted  its  own  course 
is  repeatedly  pointed  out  by  the  president 
of  the  unit  who  adds,  “We  defy  anyone 
to  state  we  have  deviated  one  iota  from 
the  course  and  from  the  policies  charted 
by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  mem- 
bership.” 

In  conclusion,  Cohen  states:  “Now  comes 
the  important  answer  to  all  of  this  slan- 
der, to  all  of  this  vinification,  to  all  of 
this  secret  ‘inner  circle’  politics. 

“This  is  our  answer:  New  York  Allied 
stands  ready  to  defend  the  record.  In  as- 
suming that  defense,  we  are  proud  of  the 
record  of  accomplishment  and  we  glory  in 
our  ability  to  achieve  that  which  hereto- 
fore has  been  considered  impossible  and 
unattainable.  We  have  definitely  proven 
that  we  are  entitled  to  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  those  with  whom  we  deal 
in  our  daily  business  contacts:  and  what 
is  more,  we  are  receiving  it. 

“By  conclusive  proof  offered  to  the  en- 
tire industry  we  have  shown  we  have  been 
able  to  cope  with  our  own  problems,  and 
get  relief  if  it  is  needed.  And,  mind  you, 
all  of  this  has  come  about  because  at 
last,  in  the  industry,  there  arose  an  or- 


Rodgers  Goes  West  for 
Studio  and  ITO  Talks 


Chicago — William  F.  Rodgers  left  here 
Thursday  for  Hollywood  and  Los  Angeles 
where  he  will  confer  with  studio  executives 
and  members  of  the  ITO  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona.  The  M-G-M  sales 
chieftain  has  been  planning  the  trip  for 
months.  Due  to  several  important  product 
deals  pending  and  code  deliberations  and 
modifications  before  the  department  of 
justice  termed  it  “illegal”  he  had  been  un- 
able to  get  away  sooner. 

While  here,  Rodgers  has  been  conferring 
with  James  Coston,  Warner  zone  head,  and 
Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M  midwest  district  man- 
ager, on  the  local  phases  of  the  new  three- 
year  franchise  with  the  circuit.  Edward 
Aaron,  assistant  to  Rodgers,  also  came  on 
from  New  York  to  sit  in  on  the  discussions. 


Women  s Clubs  Join  in 
Industry  Celebration 

New  York — Detailed  plans  for  observ- 
ance of  the  industry’s  50th  anniversary  by 
members  of  the  New  York  State  Federa- 
tion of  Women’s  Clubs  have  been  com- 
pleted and  distributed  among  local  chair- 
men. 

In  a letter  accompanying  the  plans,  Mrs. 
Malcolm  Parker  MacCoy,  state  chairman, 
states:  “'This  50th  anniversary  celebra- 
tion offers  an  excellent  opportunity  for  an 
organization  such  as  ours,  which  has  had 
such  a powerful  influence  on  film  devel- 
opment, to  celebrate  not  only  what  has 
been  accomplished  by  motion  pictures  gen- 
erally but  also  what  has  actually  been 
done  by  the  women  of  each  community  to 
raise  standards  of  local  motion  picture 
entertainment.” 

"Beau  Geste"  Notches  Big 
In  Metropolitan  Area 

New  York — “Beau  Geste”  finished  its 
first  week  at  the  Fox,  Brooklyn,  at  $20,000, 
the  third  largest  gross  for  the  house  in 
the  last  year.  Tlie  same  picture  finished 
a third  stanza  at  the  Paramount  on  Broad- 
way with  approximately  $34,000  for  a total 
gross  of  $124,500  for  the  engagement.  At 
the  Paramount,  Newark,  the  film  garnered 
$12,000  in  its  first  week. 


ganization  that  was  not  dominated  by 
‘leadership’  tactics;  that  was  not  domi- 
nated by  ‘one  man’  policies,  but  an  or- 
ganization built  of  men  who  are  willing  to 
shoulder  the  burden  and  not  ‘let  George 
do  it.’ 

“Let  us  offer  this  final  bit  of  advice: 
We  have  an  organization  worthy  of  our 
support.  National  Allied  tried  to  wreck  it, 
but  it  failed;  they  are  trying  to  wreck  it 
now — they  are  trying  to  wreck  it  with  an 
‘inner  circle’  whose  stake  in  the  industry  is 
negligible.  Why  they  are  trying  to  do  this, 
God  only  knows,  because  by  their  tactics 
and  the  continuance  of  those  tactics  they 
must  bring  ruin  to  the  cause  of  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitor.” 

Cohen  plans  to  hold  a statewide  meet- 
ing shortly.  He  asks  each  member  to  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder  and  fight  for  each 
other  instead  of  against  the  next  fellow. 


lATSE-Talent  Union 
Battle  Not  Over 

New  York — Amicable  settlement  of  the 
dispute  between  AAAA  and  AFA  seems  re- 
mote, with  the  impression  prevailing  that 
George  Browne,  president  of  the  lATSE, 
which  recently  granted  a charter  to  AFA, 
is  girding  his  forces  for  a “fight  to  the  fin- 
ish.” 

Browne  is  understood  to  have  sent  out 
a letter  to  all  lA  locals  where  members  fall 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  AFA  to  en- 
roll night  club  and  variety  performers  in 
the  AFA. 

This,  according  to  observers,  means 
fight,  since  the  move  is  designed  to  bulwark 
the  membership  in  the  AFA  for  a concerted 
battle  with  AAAA. 

A resolution  has  been  unanimously 
dopted  by  the  Hollywood  board  of  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  which,  in  part,  states 
reprisals  have  been  threatened  against  one 
or  more  of  the  unions  affiliated  with  AAAA 
and  that  any  such  attack  or  reprisal  is  an 
attack  on  all  AAAA  unions.  'The  full  sup- 
port of  the  Guild  in  an  AAAA  fight  to  the 
finish  plan  is  promised  by  the  Hollywood 
local.  Meanwhile,  Actors’  Equity  has  in- 
definitely suspended  Sophie  Tucker,  AFA 
president. 


Hearing  in  Frels  Trust 
Case  Is  Postponed 

■Victoria,  Tex. — Hearing  of  the  injunc- 
tion case  against  the  J.  G.  Long  and  R.  E. 
Griffith  Theatres,  also  including  Jeffer- 
son Amusement  Co.  as  fUed  by  Rubin 
Frels,  seeking  to  restrain  building  of  a 
new  theatre  in  "Victoria  because  of  alleged 
stay  of  trade  practices,  has  been  post- 
poned in  state  district  court  until  Mon- 
day, August  28. 

The  postponement  also  carried  with  it 
a temporary  restraining  order  that  the 
Long-Griffith  combination  may  not  pro- 
ceed with  the  new  house  until  the  hear- 
ing for  injunction  is  completed. 

Contract  for  the  new  theatre  was  to  be 
let  August  15.  Because  of  circumstances 
surrounding  the  new  house  Frels  claims  a 
combination  and  conspiracy  in  restraint 
of  commerce  contrary  to  the  state  anti- 
trust laws.  The  postponement,  according 
to  the  report,  was  given  because  defendants 
had  not  sufficient  time  in  which  to  pre- 
pare for  the  hearing. 


Crescent  Chain  Postpones 
Murfreesboro  House 

Murfreesboro — The  first  effect  of  the 
government’s  suit  against  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.  has  been  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  plans  for  erection  of  a 
new  theatre  here.  The  complaint  filed 
against  Crescent  asks  for  an  injunction 
against  expansion  of  the  present  chain. 

An  unconfirmed  report  states  that  an 
independent  plans  the  immediate  construc- 
tion of  another  house  in  Murfreesboro. 
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Gloria  Jean  Steps  Up  Front 

New  York — She's  11  years  old  and,  as  you  might  suspect  and  expect  at  her 
time  of  life,  is  as  fresh  and  refreshing  as  a daisy.  She  can  sing  and  remarkably 
well  for  such  an  oldster.  She  can  dance.  She  has  a quaint  sense  of  humor  and 
she  can  act  with  an  authority  that  strikes  as  astonishing. 

Gloria  Jean  is  the  name.  You're  apt  to  have  much  justifiable  reason  for  remem- 
bering it.  Not  only  because  of  "The  Under-Pup''  and  the  wholesome,  appealing  film 
it  is,  but  because  of  others  to  come.  Gloria  definitely  scores  an  instantaneous  hit 
and  her  initial  film  is  earmarked  with  the  elements  of  a solid  success. 

It's  a story  of  young  girls  and  a summer  camp,  produced  astutely  by  Joe  Pas- 
ternak and  directed  well  by  Richard  Wallace.  The  Pasternak  influence  has  Gloria 
sing  in  the  Durbin  manner  and  it's  smart  handling.  Two  little  bandits,  hardly  off 
the  ground,  do  a double  turn  at  odd  moments  and  are  very  amusing.  Kenneth  Brown 
and  Billy  Lenhart  are  the  names.  They  might  even  have  been  the  originals  of  the 
Katzenjammer  kids,  a possibility  which  Universal,  incidentally,  is  exploring.  The 
assortment  of  young  girls  is  a pleasant  one.  But  that  goes  for  the  whole  enterprise. 

It's  swell  on  all  counts.  — K. 


Four  Suits  Over  One 
Salisbury  Theatre 

Salisbury,  Md. — Four  suits,  two  of  them 
charging  the  transfer  of  the  Wicomico 
Theatre  and  its  equipment  as  illegal  and 
asking  the  return  of  the  theatre,  equip- 
ment and  two  homes  to  the  trustees  in 
bankruptcy  of  George  L.  Hoppes  and  Sons, 
were  filed  in  circuit  court  here.  Two  of 
the  suits  charge  that  the  theatre  building 
and  equipment  were  transferred  “to  hin- 
der, delay  and  defraud  creditors”  in  the 
collection  of  debts. 

The  action  named  as  defendants:  Mil- 
ton  R.  Hoppes  and  his  wife,  Edna  Mae 
Hoppes  of  Chester,  Pa.,  in  whose  name 
the  building  is  held;  J.  Crisfield  Davis  and 
May  D.  Hastings,  holders  of  a $3,000  mort- 
gage on  it,  and  the  Wicomico  Theatre 
Corp.,  which  holds  a ten-year  lease  on  the 
building. 

The  suits  involving  the  theatre  and 
equipment  charge  that  title  to  the  thea- 
tre was  transferred  to  L.  Edwin  Hoppes  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  less  than  a month  be- 
fore George  L.  Hoppes  and  Sons  partner- 
ship filed  petition  in  bankruptcy. 

The  Wicomico  Theatre  is  the  one 
“seized”  by  the  Hoppes  interests  several 
months  ago  and  guards  posted  to  prevent 
its  reoccupancy  by  officials  of  the  corpora- 
tion. The  guards  were  routed  by  the  law 
and  the  leasers  regained  possession.  The 
argument  in  that  instance  was  a charge  of 
lease  violation  which  was  settled  out  of 
court. 


Universal  Fund  Insures 
Delivery  of  Final  Duo 

New  York  — An  emergency  budget  of 
$200,000  has  been  set  up  by  Universal  to 
insure  timely  delivery  of  “Destry  Rides 
Again”  and  “Green  Hell,”  last  of  the  cur- 
rent releases  in  connection  with  the  exhi- 
bitor’s sponsored  testimonial  drive.  Mar- 
lene Dietrich,  who  will  appear  in  “Green 
Hell,”  has  departed  for  the  coast  after  a 
one-day  stopover  on  her  way  from  Europe. 


Fort  Wayne  Paramount 
Is  Leased  to  Quimby 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  — The  Paramount, 
which  has  been  closed  since  July  2,  has 
been  leased  to  Quimby  Theatres,  and  will 
be  reopened  the  middle  of  September. 
E.  H.  Kilbourne,  president  of  Loop  Real- 
ties, closed  the  deal  with  Harry  G.  Hogan, 
president  of  the  Dime  Trust  & Savings 
Bank. 


All  Shuttered  Schine  Units 
To  Reopen  by  Sept.  10 

Albany — ^All  Schine  theatres  closed  for 
the  summer  will  be  reopened  by  Septem- 
ber 10.  Palace,  Watertown,  unshutters 
September  3.  Regent,  Amsterdam,  Pontiac, 
Ogdensburg,  and  Hippodrome,  Little  Falls, 
are  other  darkened  Schine  houses  in  this 
territory. 


Four  New  Corporations 
Chartered  in  New  York 

Albany — The  King  of  Comedy  Film 
Corp.  has  been  formed  by  Harry  G.  Kosch, 
L.  Schneider  and  Samuel  Rubenstein  to 
carry  on  a film  business  in  New  York. 

Another  corporation  chartered  here  is 
the  Producers  Distributing  Corp.,  papers 
filed  by  Melvin  Hirsch,  Bert  Kulick  and 
Harry  Rathner. 

A1  and  Joe  Rosen  have  formed  Jefferson 
Pictures,  Inc.  Capital  is  $30,000.  Mabel 
Hudson  is  listed  as  one  of  the  directors. 

Nitikas  Dipson  and  the  Basil  brothers 
have  formed  the  D&B  Operating  Co.,  Inc., 
to  carry  on  a motion  picture  and  theatrical 
business  in  Buffalo. 


Natalie  Kalmus  West 

London — Natalie  Kalmus  has  departed 
for  Hollywood  to  supervise  color  scenes 
on  “Northwest  Passage”  for  M-G-M.  She 
is  due  to  return  shortly  to  resume  work 
for  Alexander  Korda  on  “Sinner.” 


— ‘Metropolitan  Photos 

Golden  Boy  Here — 

His  other  name  is  William  Holden 
and  essays  the  title  role  in  Columbia’s 
current  big  noise.  A 2l-year-old  South 
Pasadena  College  student,  Holden  is  in 
Hew  York  for  the  first  time  in  connec- 
tion with  the  premiere  of  the  film  at 
the  Music  Hall. 


Del.  Governor  Is  for 
Blue  Law  Change 

Wilmington,  Del. — Changes  in  Dela- 
ware’s 144-year-old  Sunday  blue  laws  to 
bring  the  statutes  within  the  scope  of 
present  day  life  were  favored  by  Gov. 
Richard  C.  McMullen  and  a group  of 
Wilmington  ministers  following  an  ulti- 
matum by  the  attorney  general’s  office 
threatening  strict  enforcement  of  the  law 
unless  the  state  legislature  immediately 
modified  them.  Tlie  governor,  who  recent- 
ly vetoed  a Sunday  film  bill,  said  strict 
enforcement  of  the  Sunday  law  as  it  now 
stands  prohibiting  “any  worldly  labor”  on 
the  Sabbath  would  precipitate  “a  serious 
situation.” 

Attorney  General  James  R.  Morford  of 
Wilmington  recently  served  notice  if  the 
legislature  at  Dover  did  not  immediately 
modernize  the  ancient  laws  enforcement 
agencies  would  proceed  to  enforce  them 
as  they  stand.  The  ultimatum  came  after 
the  closing  of  the  Blue  Hen  Theatre  at 
Rehoboth  Beach  on  Sunday  and  fining  of 
Manager-Owner  Charles  S.  Horn  and  three 
employes. 

Horn  paid  three  successive  Sunday 
fines,  but  last  Sunday,  following  the  at- 
torney general’s  statement,  Horn  opened 
the  theatre  again  on  the  Sabbath  and 
along  with  other  boardwalk  concessions  did 
business  without  police  intervention. 

Senator  Paul  R.  Rinard  of  Wilmington, 
author  of  the  Sunday  film  bill,  has  sug- 
gested the  blue  law  be  repealed  and  be 
replaced  by  a local  option  act. 

Entire  Republic  Lineup 
Sold  Schine  Circuit 

Gloversville — Republic  has  sold  its  en- 
tire new  lineup  to  the  Schine  circuit,  com- 
prising 122  houses  in  New  York,  Ohio, 
Maryland  and  Delaware.  James  R.  Grain- 
ger, president;  Nat  Lefton,  Ohio  franchise 
holder;  Sam  Flax,  Washington  franchise 
holder;  Jack  Bellman,  eastern  division 
sales  manager;  Sam  Gorel,  Cleveland 
branch  manager;  Max  Margolies,  Cleve- 
land exchange  head;  Nat  Marcus  and  Ar- 
thur Newman,  Buffalo  and  Albany  branch 
managers,  sat  in  for  the  distributor,  and 
J.  Myer  and  Louis  W.  Schine,  George 
Lynch  and  Louis  Goldstein  for  the  circuit. 
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Hearing  This  Week 
For  Ailas'  Plan 

New  York — George  W.  Alger,  special 
master,  told  Boxoffice  that  hearings 
scheduled  to  be  heard  by  him  on  the  fair- 
ness of  Atlas’  offer  to  underwrite  the  new 
RKO  common  stock  will  start  early  this 
week. 

Alger  said  hearings  would  have  started 
last  week,  but  the  SEC  was  unable  to 
appear  and  requested  the  postponement. 

The  master  also  declared  reports  that, 
due  to  conditions  in  Europe,  Atlas  planned 
to  withdraw  its  agreement  were  false,  as 
far  as  he  was  concerned.  One  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  underwriting  was  that,  in 
the  event  of  a European  war.  Atlas  would 
retain  the  right  to  withdraw. 

The  agreement  provides  for  the  invest- 
ment company  to  pay  $4  a share  on  each 
of  the  375,000  of  new  common  to  be  is- 
sued, not  taken  by  the  unsecured  creditors 
or  Rockefeller  Center  at  that  price. 


September  15  Deadline 
For  RKO  Claim  Boosts 

New  York — Irving  Trust,  RKO’s  trus- 
tee, has  filed  notice  in  the  federal  court 
to  all  holders  of  unsecured  allowed  claims 
who  may  seek  an  increase  under  Article  VI 
of  the  plan  of  reorganization,  to  file  ad- 
ditional claims  by  September  15. 

Article  VI  provides  that,  wherever  an 
unsecured  creditor  has  settled  part  of  his 
claim  against  the  company,  he  will  be  en- 
titled to  interest  on  the  full  amoimt,  dat- 
ing from  January  27,  1933. 

Bankrupt  Report  Approved 
And  Referee  Dismissed 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Murray  Hul- 
bert  has  approved  final  report  of  Peter 
Olney  jr.,  referee  in  bankruptcy  of  Or- 
pheum  Theatres  and  has  discharged  him. 

The  company,  a Missouri  theatre  oper- 
ating corporation,  filed  bankruptcy  in 
1936,  listing  assets  of  $27,684  and  liabili- 
ties of  $2,115,233,  Creditors  will  receive 
1-977/1000  per  cent  on  allowed  claims. 


Cy  Was  Surprised 


New  York — When  Rosabelie  Borushik, 
who  works  as  a secretary  at  the  Republic 
home  office,  took  a ti’ain  for  Hollywood 
and  a month’s  vacation  little  did  she  en- 
vision that  the  incident  would  capture  the 
attention  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
persons. 

It  seems  that  Rosabelie  boarded  the 
Santa  Fe’s  new  train,  El  Capitan,  in  Chi- 
cago for  the  Los  Angeles  leg  of  her  jour- 
ney. On  it  she  occupied  a seat  next  to 
a stranger,  a young  man,  one  Richard  C. 
Bergen,  who  was  returning  home  after  an 
eastern  vacation. 

Aboard  the  train  was  a photographer  for 
Life,  recording  material  designed  for  a 
“spread”  on  the  new  train.  Tlie  lenser 
picked  Rosabeile  and  Richard  and  his  ef- 
fort was  soon  spread  across  the  maga- 
zine’s cover. 

Rosabelle’s  brother,  Cy,  also  works  at 
the  Republic  home  office.  He  told  a Box- 
office  reporter  he  was  “very  much  sur- 
prised” to  see  his  sister’s  picture  on  the 
cover  of  the  magazine.  And  this,  de- 
spite advance  information  from  his  sister 
that  a Life  photographer  had  taken  her 
picture,  together  with  Richard,  as  “a  like- 
ly looking  couple.”  Cy  thought  the  pic- 
ture would  probably  be  well  inside  the 
magazine. 

Rosabelle’s  best  girl  friend  at  the  home 
office,  Anita  Levy,  thinks  “she’s  good  movie 
material — she’s  very  temperamental — that’s 
why  she  should  be  signed  up.”  Anita  iden- 
tified the  picture  when  Life  inquii’ed  at  the 
home  office.  She  has  a letter  from  Rosa- 
belle,  who  has  another  week  on  the  coast, 
in  which  mention  is  made  that  the  Los 
Angeles  representatives  of  Life  have  been 
taking  Rosabeile  “out.”  The  letter,  ap- 
parently, does  not  touch  upon  the  situation 
as  regards  Richard,  Rosabelle’s  one-time 
traveling  companion. 


JVev7  Fleischer  Feature 

New  York — Max  Fleischer  plans  to  pro- 
duce a second  full  length  cartoon  feature 
upon  completion  of  “Gulliver’s  ’Travels,” 
according  to  Paramount.  Fleischer’s  read- 
ing staff  is  said  to  have  already  begun  to 
comb  the  field  of  fantasy  for  a suitable 
story. 


Theatre  Handbills 
Counter  Pickets 

New  York — Answering  TMAT  pickets 
by  circulating  throwaways  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, Meyer  J.  Baranco  is  telling  his 
public,  “I  want  to  manage  my  own  thea- 
tre— I want  to  give  you  the  best  and  clean- 
est theatre  and  the  finest  personal  service 
you  have  ever  known!  All  I ask  is  to  stay 
here  in  the  Bronx  and  make  a living.” 

Baranco  on  August  1 took  over  manage- 
ment of  the  three  Moe  Rosenberg  houses, 
the  Metro,  Congress  and  Vogue,  which 
were  closed  at  the  time.  A week  later, 
after  minor  alterations,  the  Vogue  was  re- 
opened with  Baranco  personaUy  in  charge. 
When  a delegation  of  the  motion  picture 
division  of  the  TMAT  approached  him  to 
install  one  of  its  men,  Baranco  refused, 
stating  he  was  handling  the  house  him- 
self. Picketing  was  then  started  and  was 
followed  by  the  distribution  of  the  throw- 
aways explaining  Baranco’s  side  of  the 
case. 

“Don’t  be  mislead!”  the  caption  reads. 
“The  employes  of  this  theatre  are  not  on 
strike.”  He  then  goes  on  to  explain  how 
he  took  over  the  closed  house,  refurbished 
it  with  all  union  help.  He  names  the  unions 
employed  for  the  job.  “Be  fair!  Give  me  a 
chance!”  he  asks.  On  the  reverse  side,  the 
program  for  the  week  is  detailed,  in  addi- 
tion to  games  and  giveaways  on  various 
nights. 

The  Metro  and  Congress  remain  closed 
and  will  not  be  reopened  until  the  trouble 
is  settled,  it  is  stated. 

Mark  Vance  Services 
Held  in  New  York 

New  York — Funeral  services  for  Mark 
Vance,  veteran  trade  paper  reporter  and 
long  with  Variety,  were  held  from  the  Riv- 
erside Memorial  Chapel  Friday.  A tuber- 
cular, he  died  at  the  Wiii  Rogers  Memorial 
Home  at  Saranac  Lake  on  'Tuesday. 

Born  at  Purdue,  Ind.,  in  October,  1881, 
Vance  was  editor  of  Showman’s  World  of 
Chicago  from  1910  to  1923  and  also  had 
been  identified  with  Zit’s  and  the  NVA 
News. 

Honorary  pallbearers  at  the  services  in- 
cluded Dave  Ferguson,  Kelcey  Allen,  Bide 
Dudley,  Charles  Freeman  and  the  follow- 
ing, currently  or  at  one  time  identified 
with  Variety,  Sid  Silverman,  Abel  Green, 
Jack  Pulaski,  Roy  Chartier,  Johnny  O’Con- 
nor, Bob  Landry,  Tom  Waller  and  Lou 
Rydell. 

Loew  Lease  on  New  Bronx 
Suburban  Runs  21  Years 

New  York — Loew’s  lease  with  Metropoli- 
tan Life  Insurance  for  the  new  2,000  seat 
theatre  to  be  erected  in  the  Park  Chester 
development  in  the  Bronx  is  for  21  years. 
Construction  has  not  yet  begun,  but  plans 
have  been  completed  and  indications  are 
the  house  will  be  ready  by  next  spring. 


Set  Drive  Sept.  3-9 

New  York  — The  annual  Paramount 
Week  drive  has  been  set  for  September  3-9. 


Use  "Normandie"  for  Exteriors — 


Yves  Mirande,  author  and  scenarist  of  ‘‘Paris-New  York”  scenes  for  which 
were  shot  on  the  westbound  crossing  of  the  Normandie,  shaking  hands 
aboard  the  boat  with  Eric  Von  Stroheim.  This  marked  the  first  time  the 
giant  greyhound  was  used  in  production. 
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RODUCERS  DISTRIRUTINC  CORPORATION 


^Qatutlnq  BOBBY  C L A BK 

"World’s  Champion  Junior  Cowboy”  , 

''THE  SAGEBRUSH  FAMILY 
TRAILS  WEST" 

Vltrctsd  /fy  PETER  STEWAitT 


NATIONAL 

RELEASE 

OCT.  22 


SCIENCE.  BEAUTY  AND  EVIL  SAIL  THE  DEEP  IN 
A DESPERATE  ATTEMPT  TO  THROTTLE  CRIME! 

A fugitive  doctor  and  eight  assorted  public  enemies  em- 
bark on  the  most  dramatic  voyage  in  maritime  history! 

“TORTURE  SHIP” 

Suggested  by  the  story,  A THOUSAND  DEATHS 

by  JACK  LONDON 

Screenplay  by  GEORGE  SAYRE  and  HARVEY  HUNTLEY 
NATIONAL  RELEASE  OCTOBER  1 


CRUSADING  JOURNALISM  PRIES  THE  LID  OFF 

CORRUPT  CITY  HALL! 

“WANTED  for  MURDER” 

Adapted  from  the  Novoi,  'Miil'ons  for  Murder” 
by  CARTER  WAYNE 

An  Action  Mys^dry  Melodrama 

Directed  by.  GHERMAN  SCOTT 

NationarRelease  October  8 


GOUGED  FROM  THE  BLOOD-SATURATED  PAGES 
OF  SOUTHWESTERN  HISTORY  BOOKS! 

8 “TALES  of  DULY  the  KID” 

featuring 

GEORGE  HOUSTON 

Singing  Stage,  Radio  and  Screen  Headliner 
NATIONAL  RELEASE  OCTOBER  29 


"The  Man  From  Oklahoma" 

Screenplay  by  ROBERT  EMMETT  • Directed  by  ROPERT  TANSEY 
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Movielone  News  Cost 
Up,  Salesmen  Told 

New  York — The  operating  cost  of  Pox 
Movietone  News  is  up  “some  15  per  cent,” 
20th  Century-Fox  salesmen  are  told  in  the 
company’s  house  organ  devoted  to  the  sev- 
enth annual  Kent  Drive.  Budgets  on  the 
Wurtzel-made  features  has  increased  30 
per  cent  and  those  on  the  Terry-Toon  car- 
toons, 20  per  cent. 

Divisional  managers,  the  publication 
states,  have  pledged  that  in  the  final  26 
weeks  of  the  year  they  will  attain  the 
weekly  drive  quota  and  produce  enough 
additional  revenue  to  absorb  the  difference 
between  the  1939  and  1938  first  half. 


Cesar  Romero  Is 
New  "Cisco  Kid" 

Hollywood  — Following  requests  by 
many  exhibitors,  Darryl  P.  Zanuck  has 
decided  to  cast  Cesar  Romero  as  the  Cisco 
Kid  in  a series  of  the  same  name.  The 
studio  has  dropped  the  “Mr.  Moto”  group 
and  is  replacing  them  with  the  “Cisco 
Kid”  series. 


Week  for  Zanuck 

New  York — -Herman  Wobber,  general 
sales  manager  for  20th-Fox,  has  dedicated 
the  week  of  September  17  as  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  week. 

Anti-Nazi  Film  to  Show 
In  London  Despite  Ban 

New  York — The  London  County  Council 
has  overruled  the  official  British  Film 
Censors  and  will  permit  the  public  exhibi- 
tion there  of  “I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi 
Germany,”  although  previously  banned. 

The  film,  produced  several  years  ago  by 
A1  Mamin,  is  presumably  a factual  re- 
enactment of  the  arrest  and  eventual  re- 
lease of  Isabelle  Steele,  American  jour- 
nalist. 

The  film  will  be  distributed  in  London 
and  throughout  England  by  the  European 
Film  Distributors,  Ltd. 

It  was  first  banned  in  April  of  this  year, 
with  the  censors  declaring  “We  consider 
this  film  quite  unsuitable  for  public  ex- 
hibition in  this  country.” 

Through  the  efforts  of  H.  William  Pi  tel - 
son,  attorney  for  the  producer,  the  dis- 
tributor pressed  the  censor  for  a reason. 
The  cause  was  that  England’s  diplomatic 
relations  with  Germany  then  were  normal. 

In  the  meantime,  “Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy”  was  passed  and,  pressure  again  was 
exerted. 

UA  Sells  Entire  Lineup 
To  Loew  Situations 

New  York — UA  has  sold  Loew’s  its  en- 
tire lineup  for  next  season,  including  the 
two  Canadian  units  operated  by  the  cir- 
cuit. However,  in  Toronto,  Loew’s  does 
not  get  the  Korda  pictures  which  go  to 
N.  L.  Nathanson  and  Famous  Players  Ca- 
nadian, according  to  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  in 
charge  of  out-of-town  operations  for  the 
Loew  circuit. 


Law  and  Films 


Los  Angeles— -Dennis  Hartman  is  au- 
thor of  “Motion  Picture  Law  Digest,”  a 
217  page  volume  which  he  says  has  been 
planned  and  prepared  “to  fill  the  demand 
for  the  orderly  recording  of  the  law  in- 
volved, necessitated  by  the  growth  of  the 
industry.”  Source  material  embraces  over 
350,000  decisions  handed  down  from  1900 
to  January  1,  1939  in  federal  and  state 
courts. 

Each  branch  of  the  industry  is  consid- 
ered under  its  major  classification.  For 
instance,  distribution  and  exhibition  are 
embraced  imder  sub-divisions  such  as  ad- 
missions, advertising,  censorship,  contracts, 
landlord  and  tenant,  lotteries,  Sunday 
laws  and  zoning.  Each  heading  is  broken 
into  as  many  sub-heads  as  the  author 
computes  the  subject  requires.  Cases  are 
alphabetically  digested  thereunder. 

A monthly  publication  called  “Motion 
Picture  Law  Review”  parallels  the  book 
and  is  designed  to  keep  it  up-to-date. 
Hartman  again  is  the  author.  He  has 
written  or  edited  more  than  50  law  books 
on  various  subjects  in  the  last  30  years. 

Shorts  Buildup  Reaches 
Height  at  Conference 

New  York — What  Warner  claims  to  be 
the  biggest  national  buildup  for  a short 
subject  culminates  August  31  v/hen  “The 
Bill  of  Rights”  will  have  its  world  pre- 
miere at  the  final  session  of  the  four- 
day  National  Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews,  to  be  held  at  Williamstown,  Mass. 

Prior  to  the  screening  there  will  be  a 
coast-to-coast  broadcast  over  the  NBC 
Blue  network  in  which  the  studios  top- 
flight stars  and  nationally  known  figures 
attending  the  convention  will  be  heard. 


Max  Glass  Plans  Two 
Ace  French  Films 

New  York — Max  Glass,  French  pro- 
ducer who  sailed  Saturday  on  the  Cham- 
plain after  two  months  here,  plans  to  pro- 
duce two  more  features  while  in  Paris  to 
be  on  a par  with  his  “Entente  Cordiale.” 

That  film  will  play  in  the  near  future, 
either  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Playhouse,  or 
the  55th  St.  Playhouse,  both  theatres  re- 
portedly having  offered  a minimum  of 
eight  weeks’  playing  time,  plus  guaran- 
tees. “The  Imperial  Tragedy,”  another  of 
Glass’s  features  will  open  at  the  55th  St. 
Playhouse  in  the  middle  of  September. 

Glass  is  considering  offers  from  the 
coast  to  produce  an  English  re-make  of 
“Entente  Cordiale.”  He  is  also  negotiat- 
ing with  American  firms  about  establish- 
ment of  a distributing  company  devoted 
exclusively  to  French  films  to  be  released 
here. 

His  affairs,  while  gone,  will  be  handled 
by  I.  Jack  London  of  Fitelson  and  Mayers 
who  will  conclude  his  deals  for  him.  The 
producer  expects  to  return  in  October,  at 
which  time  he  will  probably  go  to  the 
coast  to  do  the  re-make. 


Robbins'  Suit  Over  Warner 
Melody  Master  Dismissed 

New  York — Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox 
has  dismissed  the  suit  of  Robbins  Music 
Corp.  against  Warner  and  Vitaphone  for 
lack  of  prosecution. 

It  was  claimed  Warner  produced  a short 
entitled  “Vincent  Lopez  and  His  Orches- 
tra” which  contained  the  song,  “Stair- 
ways,” belonging  to  the  plaintiff.  An  ac- 
counting of  profits,  an  injunction  and  dam- 
ages were  sought. 


"40  Little  Mothers"  for  Cantor  Columbia's  New  Shares  Approved 

Hollywood — M-G-M  has  purchased  “40  New  York — Columbia’s  addition  of  2,627 
Little  Mothers”  for  Eddie  Cantor.  It  will  no-par  shares  has  been  approved  by  the 
be  the  comedian’s  first  straight  role.  governors  of  the  New  York  Curb  Exchange. 


New  Idea  in  Writing  Desks — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


It’s  all  for  publicity  purposes,  of  course.  Nevertheless,  this  records  Cary 
Grant  dragged  into  the  autograph  business  back  stage  at  the  Music  Hall 
where  he  visited  stagehand  buddies  of  his  early  days.  The  buddies  are  master 
technicians  now  and  Grant,  of  course,  is  Grant. 
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gPYROS  SKOURAS  and  his  secretary, 
John  Healy,  returned  from  the  coast 
via  American  Airlines,  Thursday  morning, 
after  making  a complete  tour  of  the  various 
National  Theatres’  divisional  territories 
. . . Larry  Kent,  chief  booker  for  PWC, 
says  he  plans  to  remain  in  New  York  an- 
other three  or  four  weeks,  although  he 
didn’t  intend  to  stay  that  long  when  he 
originally  came  east  . . . Edgar  B.  Moss, 
Quaker  City  district  head  for  20th-Fox, 
was  in  town  Thursday  on  one  of  his 
periodic  visits  . . . Artie  Rapf  and  Mike 
Rudin,  having  lunch  with  Joseph  Bern- 
hard  at  the  Astor  and  talking  over  thea- 
tre problems  . . . Max  A.  Cohen  says  he 
now  has  the  laugh  on  national  Allied  since 
Grad  Sears  announced  the  Warner  stand 
in  connection  with  adoption  of  a number 
of  the  code’s  principles  into  the  company’s 
contracts.  And  he’s  laughing  loud  and 
long,  too. 

Pete  Dana,  Universal  district  manager 
with  headquarters  in  Kaycee,  has  been  in 
town  again.  This  time  it  was  strictly  busi- 
ness. A few  weeks  ago  he  came  on  for  his 
vacation  and  to  visit  the  World’s  Fair, 
which  he  did  in  fine  style  . . . John  Ban- 
croft, publicity  head  for  RKO  circuit  in 
Columbus,  has  sailed  on  a Caribbean 
cruise.  He  will  be  back  in  a fortnight  . . . 
Constance  Bennett  gets  back  Monday  on 
the  Normandie  after  a six-week  vacation 
abroad.  After  a few  days  in  town,  she  will 
head  for  the  coast  . . . Edward  Everett 
Horton  opens  next  week  in  “Springtime 
for  Henry’’  in  Orange,  N.  J.  . . . Glenda 
Farrell  has  finished  two  months  of  sum- 
mer engagements  in  the  east  and  on  Mon- 
day appears  in  “With  All  My  Heart”  at 
the  Playhouse,  Ogunquit,  Me.  . . . Budd 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

East  for  a Premiere — 

Adolphe  Menjou  arrives  at  Grand  Cen- 
tral from  the  coast  to  spend  a brief 
New  York  vacation,  but  also  to  attend 
the  Music  Hall  premiere  of  “Golden 
Boy”  in  which  he  plays  a featured 
part  with  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Wil- 
liam Holden.  Mrs.  Menjou  is  with  him. 


Rogers  has  extended  the  sales  of  Alliance 
product  to  Canada  . . . Laurence  Olivier  is 
now  on  the  coast  after  a few  weeks  in 
New  York. 

Erich  Pommer  returned  from  the  coast 
Saturday  after  conferring  at  length  with 
George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president,  on  a 
releasing  deal  for  Mayflower  Productions 
. . . George  Weeks,  Monogram  sales  man- 
ager, announces  new  deals  with  Pal  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Georgia;  Interstate  circuit  of 
New  England:  O.  K.  Circuit  of  Dallas  . . . 
Louis  Prima  and  his  band  will  open  at  the 
Strand,  September  1,  supplementing  the 
picture,  “Dust  Be  My  Destiny”  . . . Louis 
Frisch  is  now  discussing  a product  deal 
with  UA.  Charles  Stern  and  Moe  Streimer 
handling  negotiations  for  the  distributor 
. . . Bill  Savage,  RKO  attorney,  expects  to 
be  in  Boston  next  week  on  the  Kurson 
anti-trust  suit  hearings  . . . S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick is  back  from  the  RKO  studio. 

Sid  Rechetniek  is  back  from  his  vaca- 
tion and  in  the  saddle  at  the  Warner  home 
office  publicity  department  . . . Arnold  Al- 
bert, in  charge  of  trailers  at  the  company’s 
studios,  will  become  a pappy  sometime  in 
February,  if  his  calculations  are  right  . . . 
The  Moskowitz  boys’  mother  is  feeling 
much  better  these  days,  which  is  good 
news.  Joe  Moskowitz  hasn’t  decided  defi- 
nitely when  he’ll  head  for  the  coast,  but  it 
will  be  soon  . . . That  television  set — Du- 
Mont, by  the  way,  and  this  is  a plug  for 
Paramount  which  controls  a half  interest 
in  the  company — is  attracting  considerable 
attention  at  the  Tavern  these  days. 

Visitors  of  the  week  at  the  RKO  lounge 
included  L.  C.  and  Mrs.  Tidball  of  the  Isis, 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.;  Sidney  Schaltz,  Sheri- 
dan, No.  Chicago,  111.;  Tom  Norman,  Pal, 
Palatine,  111.;  H.  C.  Orr,  Orr  circuit,  Coven- 
try, England:  J.  K.  and  Mrs.  Buckner, 
Palace,  Grapevine,  Tex.;  K.  B.  Rader,  Ar- 
cade, Newark,  Ohio;  Russell  Masters,  man- 
ager of  the  Diamond,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.; 
A.  E.  Diehl,  Criterion,  St.  Louis;  S.  W. 
Neall,  Indiana,  Kokomo,  Ind.;  J.  C.  and 
Mrs.  Chatmas,  Palace  and  Strand,  Marlin, 
Tex.;  H.  C.  and  Mrs.  Valentine,  director  of 
advertising  for  the  Wilder  Theatres,  Nor- 
folk: H.  G.  and  Mrs.  Barbee  jr.  of  the 
Lichtman  circuit,  Norfolk;  Nathan  Sand- 
ler, North  wood,  Northwood,  la.;  Mrs.  Gar- 
son  Soloway,  Paramount,  Bloordale,  To- 
ronto. 

Phyllis  and  Della  Goldstein,  sisters  of 
Bob  and  “Spud,”  are  in  from  the  coast  to 
spend  several  months  in  the  east  . . . Bill 
German,  whose  favorite  raw  stock  is  East- 
man, at  the  Tavern,  carrying  a brief  case. 
Said  a wisecracker , “Got  any  good  Agfa 
samples  in  it?”  Replied  Bill,  “Not  Agfa,  but 
lots  of  good  Du  Pont”  . . . Hal  Horne  is  in- 
tensely reading  the  foreign  news,  he’s  that 
much  interested  . . . George  E.  Kann,  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  Willard,  washes  up  a 
month’s  vacation  Tuesday.  He’s  been 
spending  it  at  Oakdale,  Long  Island,  as 
per  custom  of  years’  standing  . . . Jane  Bax- 
ter, British  actress,  is  due  from  London 
shortly.  She  will  report  to  the  20th-Fox 
studio  for  the  lead  opposite  Warner  Bax- 
ter in  “Scotland  Yard”  . . . Mickey  Hyams, 
London  exhibitor,  is  slated  to  sail  for  Lon- 
don, Wednesday. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Plans  Up  His  Sleeve — 

Hatless  is  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  who  is  in 
New  York  from  the  coast  briefly  to 
map  campaign  plans  for  early  season 
Warner  releases,  including  “The  Pri- 
vate Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,”  “On 
Your  Toes,”  “A  Child  Is  Born”  and 
“Dust  Be  My  Destiny.”  The  umbrella 
man  is  Jake  Wilk,  story  editor,  who 
met  the  visitor  at  Grand  Central. 


Milton  Weiss  of  the  M-G-M  home  of- 
fice publicity  department  left  via  TWA 
for  the  coast  to  be  the  guest  of  Howard 
Strickling  while  vacationing  and  learning 
the  inner  workings  in  the  development  of 
farming,  a hobby  which  seems  to  be  keep- 
ing Strickling  pretty  busy  these  days  . . . 
Si  Seadler  was  licked  by  the  gout  last  week 
and  was  home  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
five  days  . . . There’s  some  question 
whether  Irving  Renner  of  Nelson  & Ren- 
ner has  taken  over  the  three  Pear  Bros, 
theatres  in  Brooklyn.  Some  exchange 
managers  say  yes  and  others  say  no,  but 
the  truth  will  out  any  day  now  . . . “Lep” 
Friedman  managed  to  sneak  in  a round  of 
golf  Wednesday  afternoon  . . . Picture 
Pioneers  has  sent  out  queries  to  its  mem- 
bers checking  up  on  their  years  in  the  in- 
dustry, squawks  having  been  made  some 
have  not  been  in  it  25  years  . . . Harry 
Goldberg,  head  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity for  Warner  theatres,  is  back  after 
conducting  annual  managers’  meetings  in 
Chicago  and  Pittsburgh  . . . Arthur  Israel, 
executive  assistant  to  Barney  Balaban, 
isn’t  taking  a vacation  because  “I  wouldn’t 
know  where  to  go.” 

Dave  Whelan,  Republic  exploitation 
manager,  was  in  Buffalo  handling  the 
opening  campaign  for  “Colorado  Sunset” 
at  the  2Qth  Century  . . . Louis  Weber, 
Skouras  attorney,  is  vouching  for  Harry 
Pimstein’s  golf  game.  “He’s  knockin’  ’em 
on  the  nose,”  goes  the  testimonial  . . . It’s 
three  now  for  the  Irving  Helfonts.  Daddy 
is  head  of  M-G-M’s  contract  department. 
Call  the  little  one  Enid  . . . Sam  Bover- 
man.  Paramount  attorney,  is  five  pounds 
heavier  after  a two-week  recess  at  Monroe, 
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N.  Y.  . . . Charley  Einfeld  is  about  20 
pounds  lighter  than  the  scales  showed 
when  he  was  east  last.  Which  is  probably 
no  connection  with  the  fact  that  he  has 
doubled  his  office  space  on  the  seventh 
floor  during  the  sqfourn  here  . . . Vera 
Zorina  is  here  from  the  coast,  after  com- 
pleting a role  in  “On  Your  Toes."  She  and 
her  husband,  George  Balanchine,  plan  to 
sail  for  a European  vacation  in  a few  days 
. . . James  Cagney  is  scheduled  to  leave  the 
coast  early  next  week  for  a vacation  on  his 
farm  at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Mass. 

Sidewalk  Chatter:  Lou  Irwin,  just  in 
from  the  coast,  stopped  by  Sidney  Pier- 
mont  of  Loew’s  in  front  of  the  State  and 
the  former  going  into  a rave  over  the 
sneak  preview  on  the  coast  of  “Babes  in 
Arms”  . . . Adam  Adams  has  renamed  the 
Shubert,  Newark,  to  the  Adams,  and  on 
September  4 opens  with  “Susan  and  God” 
for  a week  under  a new  policy  . . . Robert 
T.  Kane,  British  production  head  for  20th- 
Pox,  arrived  Tuesday  on  the  He  de  France 
for  his  regular  visit  here.  A studio  trip  is 
in  the  offing  . . . Morris  Goodman,  Repub- 
lic foreign  head,  has  closed  a distribution 
deal  with  Tropical  Films  of  Havana  . . . 
James  R.  Grainger  is  touring  the  country 
and  will  wind  up  with  a studio  visit.  He’s 
due  back  September  11  when  H.  J.  Yates 
is  due  from  abroad. 

Loew  Notes:  Lester  Isaacs,  chief  projec- 
tionist, has  been  in  New  Orleans  trying 
out  the  new  double  track  sound  device  for 
“Wizard  of  Oz”  . . . Anna  D.  Ellmer  of  the 
publicity  and  advertising  department,  is 
back  from  a Lake  Placid  vacation  . . . 
Gene  Murphy  is  now  in  charge  of  news- 
paper contacts  for  the  circuit,  in  addition 
to  handling  advertising  for  the  State,  and 
George  Sharf,  who  has  been  handling  the 
State,  is  in  charge  of  Brooklyn  newspaper 
contacts  and  metropolitan  publicity  under 
Eddie  Dowden  . . . Caravel  Films  is  pro- 
ducing three  shorts  for  American  Tele- 
vision, the  first  of  which  is  to  be  shown  at 
Blooming  dale’s  . . . Del  Goodman,  Far  East 
representative  for  20th-Fox,  is  on  the 
coast  and  leaves  for  his  headquarters  in 
about  a week  . . . Walter  J.  Hutchinson, 
head  of  the  company’s  foreign  activities, 
is  on  the  coast  conferring  with  Herman 
Wobber. 

Gladys  Zuker  of  M-G-M’s  eastern  edi- 
torial department  left  for  the  coast  Thurs- 
day on  her  vacation  and  was  given  a 
valise  by  her  home  office  associates  . . . 
Irving  Shiffrin,  RKO  publicity  hound  for 
the  fan  magazines,  is  vacationing  in  the 
Catskills  with  his  new  Ford  . . . Eleanor 
Trietel,  secretary  to  Tyree  Dillard  jr., 
gained  two  pounds  while  on  her  holiday 
and  is  bragging  about  it  . . . Wednesday 
was  “Golden  Boy”  Day  at  the  World’s  Fair 
with  William  Holden  doing  the  honors  . . . 
Donald  Crisp  returned  on  the  Laconia 
after  a vacation  abroad  . . . Geraldine 
Fitzgerald  returns  from  Ireland,  Septem- 
ber 1 . . . Johnny  Cassidy  of  RKO’s  pub- 
licity department  is  on  a West  Indies 
cruise  . . . Alice  Faye  and  Tony  Martin 
are  in  town  from  the  coast  . . . Harry 
Weiner,  Philadelphia  Columbia  branch 
manager,  is  mourning  the  loss  of  his  father 
. . . B.  P.  Schulberg  lost  his  brother  last 
week. 

“Not  in  15  years  of  living  with  heat,  and 
I’ve  played  golf  with  the  thermometer 


over  100  degrees,  have  I felt  anything  like 
the  last  few  days,”  mused  Dallas  Bob 
O’Donnell  from  behind  his  fourth  shirt 
change  . . . Max  Weisfeldt,  Columbia’s 
short  subjects  sales  manager,  had  his  son 
in  tow  for  a round  of  Lindy  luncheon  in- 
troductions . . . Laurence  Bolognino  and  Al 
Suchman  listened  while  breadbreaker  Bob 
Wolff  said  nice  things  about  RKO  product 
. . . Leo  Justin  and  Morris  Jacks  had 
“Toots”  Schor  along  for  company  . . . Arch 
Mayers,  Dave  Brill,  Irvin  Shapiro  and  Max 
Goldberg  split  sandwiches  with  war  talk. 
Shapiro  wouldn’t  bet  on  a war  because 
there  “are  too  many  complications”  . . . 
Carl  Leserman  and  Roy  Haines,  hot  and 
shirtsleeved,  on  the  talking  side  with  Leon 
Netter  doing  the  listening  in  the  latter’s 
chambers  . . . Harry  Cohn  is  due  from 
abroad  on  the  Normandie,  Monday  . . . 
Virginia  McCullough,  Jack  Cohn’s  secre- 
tary, is  vacationing  . . . Edward  W.  Aaron, 
William  F.  Rodgers’  aide,  gets  back  from 
Chicago,  Monday,  after  sitting  in  on  the 
closing  stretch  of  the  Warner  product  deal 
for  the  Windy  City  area. 

Sammy  Cohen  of  UA  foreign  publicity  is 
splitting  the  first  half  of  his  vacation  in 
New  England  . . . Clayton  Bond,  Warner 
circuit’s  film  buyer,  is  back  from  three 
weeks  of  the  Canadian  Rockies  . . . The 
James  Englanders  and  the  Bill  O’Briens 


have  returned  from  Nantucket  . . . Eve 
Miller,  also  of  the  M-G-M  publicity  staff, 
is  on  deck  again  after  a sojourn  at  Nyack 
. . . Pat  Reis,  Howard  Dietz’  secretary; 
Harry  Krebs,  and  Jeff  Livingston  of  the 
short  subjects  department,  are  ducking  the 
heat  . . . “Bobby”  Malvin  is  Mel  Heyman’s 
new  secretary  at  M-G-M.  She  replaces 
Bernice  Fields  who  has  become  secretary 
to  Herb  Morgan  . . . William  Goldberg  of 
Gallic  Films  is  abroad  for  a looksee  at  new 
French  product. 

Irving  Greenfield,  Loew  attorney,  re- 
turns Monday  from  a week’s  sojourn  in 
New  Hampshire  . . . Lillian  Jeffrey,  secre- 
tary to  Joe  Vogel,  has  completed  a two- 
week  vacation  during  which  she  found  a 
couple  of  new  nooks  and  cranies  on  Broad- 
way and  took  a gander  at  the  Big  Show 
over  at  Flushing  Meadows  . . . Fanchon 
Simon  and  her  brother,  Mike  Marco,  are 
in  town  from  the  coast  for  a brief  trip  . . . 
Maureen  O’Sullivan  is  en  route  to  London 
where  she  will  appear  in  “Busman’s 
Honeymoon”  for  M-G-M  . . . Edgar  G.  Ul- 
mer has  finished  production  on  the  Jewish 
talker,  “The  Light  Ahead”  . . . Dave  Loew 
is  in  from  the  coast  and  visiting  his 
brother,  Arthur  M.,  and  friends.  Incident- 
ally, Dave  is  taking  it  easy  these  days. 
He’s  plotting  his  first  picture  for  UA  and 
(Continued  on  page  50-B) 


Judy,  Micirey,  the  Capitol  and  "Oz' — 

Master  Mickey  Rooney  and  the  young  Miss  Garland  at  one  of  the  many 
parties,  all  with  an  eye  to  the  press,  arranged  in  connection  with  their 
appearance  at  the  Capitol  and  the  run  of  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.”  To  the 
right  is  an  off-angle,  roof  shot  of  the  line  that  created  a policing  head- 
ache on  the  opening  day. 
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Warner's  Philadelphia  Theatre  Zone  Holds  Convention — 

The  place:  The  Bellevue-Stratford.  Present  were  managers,  district  managers  and  executives  of  the  circuit’s  Philadelphia, 
zone.  They  are  shown  in  ensemble  above.  At  the  dais,  left  to  right,  are:  Everett  C.  Callow,  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  of  the  zone;  J.  Ellis  Shipman,  contact  manager;  Harry  Goldberg,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity  of  all  the 
Warner  theatres;  William  Mansell,  Warner’s  Philadelphia  exchange  manager;  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales  manager  of 
the  film  company;  Joseph  H.  Bernhard,  general  manager  of  the  theatre  company,  who  made  the  chief  address;  Ted 
Schlanger,  Philadelphia  zone  circuit  manager;  David  E.  “Skip”  Weshner,  zone  manager  of  the  central  city  and  key  theatres; 
Lester  Krieger,  film  booker  and  buyer;  A.  J.  Vajini.  zone  manager  handling  out-of -Philadelphia  houses;  John  Flynn,  city 
zone  manager;  Samuel  D.  Schwartz,  in  charge  of  real  estate  operations. 


Philadelphia — An  address  by  General 
Manager  Joseph  Bernhard,  in  which  he 
cited  the  necessity  for  discovering  valua- 
ble sales  angles  “if  a man  is  to  succeed 
in  the  business,”  highlighted  the  fourth 
annual  Warner  circuit  managers’  meeting 
at  the  Bellevue-Stratford  Hotel.  In  addi- 
tion to  district  managers  and  department 
heads,  a delegation  of  home  office  exe- 
cutives attended  the  session,  including 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales  manager, 
and  Harry  Goldberg,  in  charge  of  adver- 
tising, publicity  and  exploitation  for  the 
chain.  Ted  Schlanger,  circuit  manager, 
acted  as  chairman. 

Bernhard  announced  he  would  present 
three  automobiles  to  Philadelphia  man- 
agers who  showed  the  greatest  results  by 
reason  of  their  ingenuity  and  application 
of  exploitation  possibilities  during  the  next 
year. 

Sears  spoke  at  length  on  the  company’s 
new  season  lineup.  Schlanger  reviewed 
the  circuit’s  accomplishments  during  the 
past  year  and  discussed  problems  con- 
fronting the  circuit  for  the  coming  sea- 
son. He  stressed  the  importance  of  ser- 
vice, characterizing  this  as  “the  greatest 
asset  that  Stanley  Warner  theatres  have 
in  this  territory.”  He  explained  the  policy 
of  the  circuit  is  not  to  transfer  or  shift 
men  without  consideration  of  their  fami- 
lies and  personal  conveniences. 

Lester  Krieger,  film  booker  and  buyer 
for  this  area,  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
closer  cooperation  between  the  district 
managers  and  managers  in  booking  pic- 
tures, as  well  as  in  the  policies  of  theatres 
as  they  relate  to  film  buying. 

After  a luncheon  at  the  hotel,  the  entire 


group  saw  “The  Old  Maid”  at  the  Aldine, 
following  which  Goldberg  pointed  out  that 
managers  must  be  alert  to  make  them- 
selves aware  of  special  audiences  that  are 
being  created  due  to  changes  in  present 
day  conditions;  that  by  careful  exploitation 
they  can  be  made  ticket  buyers. 

Telegrams  were  read  from  Jack  L.  War- 
ner and  S.  Charles  Einfeld. 


Jack  Warner  East 
For  Conferences 

New  York — Jack  L.  Warner,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  production,  is  expected 
Monday  from  the  coast  for  home  office 
conferences.  Harry  M.  Warner,  president, 
returns  September  2 on  the  Queen  Mary 
from  England. 


May  Roadshow  "Cavell" 

Chicago — RKO  officials  are  considering 
roadshow  plans  for  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,” 
Herbert  Wilcox,  producer  of  the  feature  as 
his  first  on  American  soil,  said  here  en 
route  with  Anna  Neagle,  the  star,  to  the 
Canadian  premiere  in  Toronto. 


Adds  to  the  Homey 
Side  of  Things 

Hollywood — ^Frank  Morgan  can  now 
go  shopping  for  groceries  in  his  own 
market. 

The  comedian  has  completed  a deal 
for  the  construction  of  a large  market 
on  a corner  he  owns  in  Beverly  Hills. 

Wonderful  place,  Hollywood. 


Silent  as  Boycott  Storm 
Gathers  on  "Citizen" 

New  York — Paramount  executives  are 
maintaining  silence  in  the  face  of  a na- 
tional boycott  sought  on  “Our  Leading 
Citizen”  launched  by  Films  for  Democ- 
racy. 

More  than  50  participating  organizations, 
representing  church,  educational,  civic  and 
labor  groups  are  said  to  have  been  urged 
to  boycott  the  film  on  the  grounds  that 
certain  portions  are  “definitely  inimical 
to  labor.” 

In  a bulletin,  PFD  states:  “Any  attack 
that  would  weaken  the  trade  unions  and 
any  attempts  they  make  to  organize,  will 
inevitably  reflect  itself  on  our  entire  eco- 
nomic structure.  Other  organizations, 
whose  concern  is  not  solely  for  labor,  are 
also  bound  to  suffer  in  the  very  near  fu- 
ture if  a film  like  ‘Our  Leading  Citizen’ 
is  allowed  to  be  exhibited  unchallenged 
and  unprotested.” 


California  Farmers  Group 
Moves  Against  “Wrath" 

Bakersfield,  Cal. — Seeking  to  remove 
the  “smear”  on  the  name  of  Kern,  Cal., 
and  agriculture  generally  in  “Grapes  of 
Wrath,”  which  20th  Century-Fox  is  pro- 
ducing, the  Associated  Farmers  of  Kern 
county  have  urged  all  organizations  in  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley  to  approve  an  inter- 
diction ordered  by  the  Kern  board  of 
supervisors. 

The  action  is  part  of  a planned  state- 
wide ban  on  the  book  in  schools  and  li- 
braries. 
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Noriolk  Showmen  and  Wives  in  New  York — 

Relaxing  in  the  RKO  Radio  World  Fair  loimge  in  New  York  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Barbee  jr.  (left)  of  Norfolk.  Barbee  is 
southern  district  manager  for  the  Lichtman  Circuit.  At  the  right  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Valentine,  also  of  Norfolk.  Valen- 
tine is  director  of  publicity  for  the  Wilder  Circuit. 


J^EESE  HARRINGTON  and  Thomas 
Ayers  have  awarded  the  contract  for 
their  new  theatre  to  be  erected  in  Seaford, 
Del.,  to  the  Scott  Construction  Co.  Ground 
will  be  broken  upon  completion  of  the  gov- 
ernment inlet  project  . . . Sam  Wheeler, 
20th-Pox  branch  manager,  will  journey  to 
Pittsburgh,  September  3,  to  join  his  par- 
ents in  celebrating  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  . . . Bob  Polliard,  RKO  branch 
manager,  has  returned  from  a visit  to  the 
accounts  in  Richmond  and  Norfolk,  and  is 
looking  forward  to  a visit  from  E.  L.  Mc- 
Evoy,  eastern  sales  manager  . . . Nat  Levy 
is  due  to  make  his  appearance  in  the  near 
future  as  well. 

Ray  Bell,  former  Boxoffice  correspon- 
dent, and  now  director  of  publicity  and 
advertising  for  the  Loew’s  Washington 
theatres,  is  editor  of  the  house  organ.  The 
Loew’s  Movie  Goer,  a bi-monthly  news- 
paper that  is  distributed  to  all  the  Loew 
patrons.  It  rivals  popular  film  fan  maga- 
zines what  with  previews  of  coming  hits, 
asides  in  the  personal  lives  of  the  popular 
stars,  and  personal  items  of  the  F Street 
showmen  . . . Frank  Taylor,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Columbia,  will  be  married  to  Mar- 
jorie Dunleavy  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  on 
August  26. 

Louis  Ribnitski,  Warner  theatres,  is  va- 
cationing . . . Jack  Katz  and  Ed  Harris  of 
the  Dominion  theatres  visited  the  Row  . . . 
Sam  Diamond,  20th-Pox  salesman,  is  lead- 
ing the  local  branch  in  the  current  S.  R. 
Kent  drive  . . . Polks  along  the  Row  have 
received  cheerful  letters  from  Miriam 
Hirsch  who  is  resting  in  upper  New  York 
state  . . . Sam  Tabor,  Universal  salesman, 
retains  second  place  in  the  nation-wide 
contract  standings  . . . Agnes  Turner, 
RKO,  has  returned  from  her  trip  to  the 
coast  which  included  a visit  to  the  RKO 
studio  and  witnessed  the  filming  of  “Three 
Sons’’  . . . Birthday  greetings  to  Wade 
Pearson. 

Mrs.  Jean  Haydon  McRae,  formerly  of 
the  M-G-M  staff,  and  now  residing  in 
Idaho,  visited  recently  with  Metro’s  Marge 
Dermody  and  Duchess  Hall  . . . RKO’s  Jess 
Smith  is  fishing  down  the  bay  and  all  sizes 


are  welcome  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  Hil- 
debrand weekended  at  Salisbury,  Md.,  with 
Margaret  Stant,  formerly  of  UA.  The 
group  was  joined  by  UA’s  Marcie  Plant 
and  her  husband,  who  were  en  route  to 
Ocean  City  . . . “Mel”  Bellintende,  RKO, 
has  chosen  New  York  for  her  coming  vaca- 
tion. 

Danny  Rosenthal,  Columbia,  was  favored 
on  his  birthday  with  cards  and  telegrams 
which  were  most  unique  . . . Metro’s  Pred 
Rippingale  has  embarked  on  his  two  weeks 
of  pleasure  . . . Metro’s  Eddie  Kushner  and 
Anna  Ridgely  have  returned  to  the  fold 
. . . Paramount’s  “Vince”  Daugherty  has 
closed  the  Sidney  Lust  deal  . . . Branch 
Manager  Eddie  Pontaine  is  en  route  to 
Richmond  and  neighboring  accounts  . . . 
Mrs.  Alvin  Scheille,  wife  of  the  manager  of 
the  Republic  and  Circle  theatres  in  Ann- 
apolis, and  daughter  of  Prank  H.  Durkee, 
was  injured  in  an  automobile  accident  last 
week. 


Studio  Shot — 

Morris  J.  Shoyer  (left)  of  Keamco 
Enterprises,  Philadelphia,  at  the  War- 
ner studio  in  Burbank  with  Maxie 
Rosenbloom. 


•pOM  GOLDBERG,  Walbrook,  is  visiting 

his  nephew  at  Camp  Oneida,  N.  Y.,  while 
Mrs.  Goldberg  is  in  New  York  City  wait- 
ing for  the  Queen  Mary  to  land  her  broth- 
er, Joseph  Bossak,  who  is  returning  from 
Europe  . . . George  Rummel,  manager  of 
the  Belnord,  vacationing  . . . The  Gart- 
ner Bros,  are  now  settled  in  their  new 
enlarged  headquarters  at  the  Ritz  . . . 
Prank  Durkee  off  to  California  to  visit 
the  San  Prancisco  Pair. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Soltz  Howard  are  off 
to  Canada  . . . Bill  Brieman,  Ambassa- 
dor; Vernon  Nolty,  Boulevard,  and  party 
went  on  a fishing  trip  down  the  bay  over 
the  weekend  . . . Eddie  Wheeler,  Realart 
press,  and  brother  Sam  Wheeler,  2Qth-Fox 
branch  manager,  are  off  to  Pittsburgh  to 
celebrate  the  50th  wedding  anniversary  of 
their  parents  . . . Nathan  Canter  Astor  an- 
nounces that  the  Astor  will  close  for  two 
weeks  to  be  completely  renovated.  Walter 
MacNeill  will  be  in  charge  of  renovation. 

Edward  Kimple,  Rome  theatres  booker, 
is  vacationing  in  New  York  where  he  will 
take  in  the  Pair  . . . Julius  Goodman,  Ideal, 
is  weekending  in  Atlantic  City  these  days 
. . . Report  is  that  a theatre  is  going  up 
at  the  new  Glynn  Martin  settlement  . . . 
Robert  Goodman,  manager  of  the  Ideal, 
is  walking  the  floor  these  nights  with  his 
new  four-week-old  daughter  . . . The  Eu- 
ropa,  formerly  the  Dixie  of  the  horse  and 
buggy  era,  is  to  be  razed  and  a parking  lot 
is  to  take  its  place. 

Walter  Cohen,  manager  of  the  Leader, 
is  vacationing  at  New  York.  Tom  Fisher, 
doorman  at  the  Broadway,  is  pinch-hit- 
ting  for  Cohen  . . . Carter  Barron,  Loew’s 
executive  from  Washington,  is  a familiar 
figure  at  Loew’s  Century  these  days  while 
W.  K.  Saxon  is  vacationing  . . . William 
Zell,  Harlem,  is  in  the  hospital  for  ton- 
sillotomy . . . Bill  Hieks,  Hampden,  is 
having  the  front  completely  renovated  . . . 
Mac  Weinberg,  Little,  baek  from  his  vaca- 
tion with  a slight  cold  . . . Norman  Ansel, 
Lennox,  just  back  from  the  World’s  Fair, 
Philadelphia  and  Atlantic  City,  all  in  one 
week. 
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The  Corcorans  Go  A'Visiting — 

He  is  George  J.  of  Anton  Theatre,  Monongahela,  Pa.,  a visitor  at  RKO’s 
World’s  Fair  Lounge.  To  the  left  is  Mrs.  Corcoran.  To  the  right,  a friend. 


gOTH  the  Studio  and  the  Palace  are 
closed  for  alterations  . . . Ed  Boreth, 
Masterpiece,  is  priding  himself  on  the 
striking  window  display  he  has  just  com- 
pleted. The  whole  window  is  painted  over 
with  his  sales  talk  . . . Stanley-Warner’s 
Germantown  Theatre  barely  missed  caus- 
ing serious  injury  to  a lot  of  patrons.  The 
entire  ceiling  fell  in  just  about  an  hour 
before  the  afternoon  opening  . . . The 
Gaiety,  oldest  burlesque  house  in  town, 
will  open  this  fall  with  amateur  boxing 
and  wrestling. 

Abe  Sablosky  still  hasn’t  given  up  his 
plans  to  erect  a new  theatre  in  German- 
town, despite  the  bad  breaks  he’s  been  get- 
ting from  the  zoyiing  commission  . . . 
Charles  Cox  is  no  longer  with  the  Phillips 
Brothers’  houses  in  Allentown  . . . Matty 
Presby,  Preferred  booker,  is  leaving  the 
company  soon  . . . Many  film  men  attend- 
ed the  funeral  of  the  father  of  Harry  Wie- 
ner, Columbia  . . . The  Cedar,  George  Lessy 
house,  has  been  sold  to  the  Pizor  and 
Segal  circuit  . . . The  Hew  Rialto,  Wilming- 
ton, will  open  September  1 after  extensive 
alterations. 

The  Horlacher  girls  arranged  a hot-dog 
roast  for  the  men  employes.  Kay  Milner 
was  in  charge  of  arrangements,  with  Tom 
Lark  acting  as  maitre  d’hotel  or  something 
. . . George  Fishman  has  been  named  pub- 
licity man  for  the  Miss  Philadelphia  con- 
test. Representing  the  Variety  Club  in 
the  affair  are  Earle  Sweigert,  Paramount; 
William  Clark,  Jim  Clark  and  Oscar  Neu- 
feld,  Horlacher,  and  Jack  Beresin,  Berio 
Vending  . . . Judges  will  include  William 
Hermann,  Catherine  Littlefield  and  Betty 
Grable  . . . The  Premium  Promotion  Syn- 
dicate is  entering  the  Philadelphia  field 
with  an  encyclopedia  giveaway  . . . Milt 
Rogasner,  Iris,  entertained  friends  at  the 
Eagles’  football  game. 

Many  figures  in  the  entertainment 
World  attended  the  funeral  of  Mayor  S. 
Davis  Wilson  . . . Allied  will  hold  a general 
membership  meeting  this  week  in  its  office 
. . . Dave  Seaman,  Forum,  won  the  affec- 
tion of  the  kids  of  the  neighborhood  by  an 
ice  cream  cone  giveaway  during  the  hot 
weather  . . . Marty  Goldenberg,  State,  is 
planning  a contest  to  pick  the  most  popu- 
lar boy  in  West  Philadelphia  . . . Jack 


Lexey,  Broadway,  is  ballyhooing  ‘‘Each 
Dawn  I Die”  by  sending  an  usher  re- 
sembling George  Raft  around  town  hand- 
ing out  “Wanted”  circulars. 

Irv  Mirisch,  Strand,  Gettysburg,  has  a 
stiff  back  from  bending  over  on  a big  job 
of  street  stencilling  . . . Stanley  P.  Hathan’s 
article  on  films  as  an  advertising  medium 
appears  in  this  issue  of  Poor  Richard’s 
Almanack  . . . Birk  Binnard,  Lyric,  Cam- 
den, is  due  back  from  Canada  . . . Ray 
O'Connell,  Capitol,  Lancaster,  used  a give- 
away of  facsimile  masks  to  boost  ‘‘The 
Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  . . . Gus  Miriani, 
Princess,  Camden,  decked  a couple  of  his 
boys  out  as  hula  dancers,  and  sent  them 
around  town,  calling  attention  to  “Dark 
Rapture.” 

Ev  Callow,  Warner,  is  so  busy  these  days, 
he’s  seen  coming  to  work  on  Sundays  . . . 
Charlie  Moyer,  State,  Hanover,  sticks  his 
circulars  ivhere  persons  calling  for  mail  at 
the  post  office  can  pick  them  up  ..  . Harry 
Orlow  is  putting  the  new  Levoy  across  to 
the  people  of  Millville,  N.  J.,  by  inviting  an 
aged  couple  celebrating  their  65th  wed- 
ding anniversary  to  hold  the  party  in  the 
theatre.  It’s  the  first  picture  they’ve  seen 
since  way  back  when  motion  pictures 
started. 

Harry  Olmstead,  Ritz,  York,  does  a fine 
job  of  getting  stills  into  the  roto  sections 
of  the  local  papers  . . . “Pop”  Graver, 
Grove,  Vineland,  is  making  a hit  with  his 
“laff  festivals.”  He  gets  together  a string 
of  comedies  of  one  comedian,  runs  them 
all  together  for  a riotous  show  . . . Sid 
Mesibov,  Warner  ad  man,  is  back  from 
vacation  . . . Ditto  Jimmie  Dormond. 


Fabian  Opens  One  and 
Closes  One  lor  Repairs 

Albany — The  Fabian  chain  has  opened 
one  and  closed  one.  The  Regent  at 
Cohoes,  dark  several  months  for  reseating, 
recarpeting  and  redecorating,  has  been  re- 
opened. Frank  Shay  supervises  the  Re- 
gent and  manages  the  Rialto  there. 

Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall,  one  of  the  two 
subsequents  operated  here  by  Fabian,  has 
closed.  It  will  be  repaired. 


(Continued  from  page  49) 
hopes  to  be  set  on  it  shortly  . . . Dave 
Blum  is  dieting. 


Sam  Zimbalist,  M-G-M  producer,  didn’t 
stay  long  in  town,  but  managed  to  meet  up 
with  old  friends  at  the  home  office  who 
reminisced  old  times  when  he  was  a pro- 
jectionist in  the  Metro  days  . . . Matty  Fox 
spent  the  weekend  at  Saratoga  and  isn’t 
talking  about  his  luck  . . . Lothar  Wolff, 
March  of  Time  film  editor,  sailed  on  the 
Champlain  recently  for  a five-week  busi- 
ness and  vacation  trip  . . . Bob  Smeltzer, 
central  district  manager  for  Warners,  was 
a home  office  visitor  over  the  weekend 
. . . J.  P.  Masters,  city  manager  for  Cres- 
cent Amusement  Co.,  Bowling  Green,  Ky., 
and  Cary  Grant  were  among  the  RKO 
home  office  lounge  visitors  within  the 
past  week  . . . Jarold  West,  head  of  Wire 
Broadcasting  Corp.  of  America,  is  now 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Syndak,  sub- 
sidiary of  Radio  Wire  Television,  in  which 
John  E.  Otterson  recently  became  in- 
terested. 

Louis  B.  Mayer  has  gone  back  to  the 
coast  after  a few  weeks  at  the  Saratoga 
Spa  . . . Jack  Shea  of  Feiber  & Shea,  now 
that  he’s  a benedict,  has  ensconced  him- 
self in  Greenwich  Village  . . . Charles  Ein- 
feld  heads  back  to  the  coast  Tuesday  . . . 
Verree  Teasdale  has  joined  her  husband, 
Adolphe  Menjou,  here.  The  other  day 
Menjou  lunched  with  Sam  Harris  and 
George  S.  Kaufman  at  the  Astor  Hunting 
Room  . . . Ben  Aber,  now  that  he’s  New 
Jersey  branch  manager  for  M-G-M,  is 
lunching  quite  frequently  at  the  Astor  with 
Ted  O’Shea  . . . Henry  Randel’s  left  foot 
is  swollen  as  a result  of  a minor  accident 
at  his  home. 


Soviet  Talking  Deal  on 
"Nazi  Spy"  Exhibition 

Hollywood — The  Soviet  government  is 
negotiating  a deal  with  the  studio  for  the 
exhibition  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy” 
throughout  the  USSR,  according  to  War- 
ner. 

Nicola  Napoli,  treasurer  of  Amkino,  New 
York  film  agent  for  the  USSR,  advises 
Boxoffice  that  Moscow  has  shown  “great 
interest”  in  the  film,  as  well  as  in  “Juarez.” 
He  declares  Amkino  has  recommended  both 
films  but  as  yet  negotiations  have  not 
been  opened. 


Plans  Selling  Theatre 

Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. — It  is  reported 
that  Laverne  Winne  plans  to  sell  the 
Cherry  Valley  Theatre  and  confine  future 
activities  to  his  weekly  paper.  Winne  has 
been  negotiating  with  a prospective 
purchaser. 


Milk  Drive  Aid  Sought 

Albany — New  York  exhibitors  will  be 
asked  to  cooperate  with  the  state  agri- 
culture department  in  the  annual  “drink 
more  milk”  advertising  and  publicity  cam- 
paign, by  showing  as  part  of  their  regu- 
lar programs  a two-reel  picture  telling  the 
story  of  the  milk  industry. 
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RKO  "Flesh"  Plan 
Goes  Inlo  Files 

New  York — If  the  RKO  theatre  deal 
for  the  Warner  1939-40  lineup  goes  through 
as  is  now  anticipated  despite  internal 
hurdles  which  have  developed  on  the 
buyer’s  side,  that  circuit’s  elaborate  plan 
for  stage  names  to  augment  the  film 
policy  at  its  chief  New  York  theatres  will 
be  abandoned.  With  it,  simultaneously, 
will  go  all  hope  entertained  in  any  quar- 
ters that  the  chain  will  renew  singles. 

The  stage  name  idea,  involving  as  it  did 
such  personalities  as  Katherine  Cornell, 
Tallulah  Bankhead,  Judith  Anderson, 
Katharine  Hepburn  and  others  well  up  on 
the  rungs  of  the  dramatic  ladder,  was  hit 
upon  when  circuit  executives  had  broken 
with  Warner  on  the  new  season  lineup. 
The  break  developed,  as  it  almost  always 
does,  over  terms. 

Warner  was  after  a considerable  hike 
in  the  formula  which  is  reported  to  repre- 
sent an  approximate  $300,000  increase  over 
’38-39.  Preliminary  negotiating  skirmishes 
resulted  in  a stalemate  and  then  an  end 
to  the  palavers.  Warner,  as  it  did  four 
years  ago  in  the  metropolitan  area,  in- 
formed RKO,  through  John  J.  O’Connor, 
vice-president  of  the  circuit,  that  it  pro- 
posed selling  away. 

Confronted  with  the  possibility  of  52  less 
pictures  for  the  new  season,  RKO  hastily 
considered  the  situation  and  tentatively 
drew  up  plans  to  return  to  singles  and 
to  augment  the  drawing  power  of  its  film 
programs  with  the  stage  names.  The  plan 
was  to  boil  down  Broadway  shows  in  which 
the  personalities  contemplated  had  ap- 
peared and  to  rotate  the  midget  dramatic 
units  in  about  21  theatres,  playing  the  big 
half  of  the  week  which  with  RKO  is  five 
days. 

Almost  on  the  heels  of  Boxoffice’s  ex- 
clusive publication  of  the  plan,  the  impasse 
between  RKO  and  Warner  came  to  an  end 
and  a get-together  on  a one-year  film 
deal  hove  into  sight,  although  the  ex- 
pired arrangement  between  the  two  groups 
ran  four. 

While  there  appears  to  be  reason  to 
believe  RKO  was  more  interested  in  see- 
ing to  it  that  Warner  learned  of  the 
name  policy  than  it  might  have  been  about 
putting  it  into  actual  effect,  Boxoffice,  on 
the  other  hand,  learns  such  a scheme  was 
seriously  considered  and  that  RKO  would 
have  gone  ahead  on  two  bases: 

1.  — If  no  deal  had  been  made  with  War- 
ner. 

2.  — If  Warner  had  sold  away  in  a hand- 
ful, or  more,  of  local  situations. 

After  the  breach  was  patched  up,  com- 
plications set  in  along  another  front.  It 
is  understood  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  repre- 
senting the  Meehan  interests  in  KAO,  ob- 
jected to  the  tentative  terms  agreed  upon 
by  O’Connor  and  Gradwell  L.  Sears.  This 
placed  the  former  in  the  position  of  hav- 
ing underwritten  a deal  which  proved  to 
be  lacking  in  accord  with  one  of  his  own 
principals.  However,  the  snarl  is  being 
straightened  out  with  the  general  inside 
understanding  objections  on  Kingberg’s 
part  are  being  overcome  or  a swing  to 
O’Connor’s  point  of  view  effected. 


Mischa  Auer  Meets 
The  Press 

New  York — One  of  the  better  stories 
to  emerge  from  the  recent  AFL  sessions 
in  Atlantic  City  concerns  Mischa  Auer. 

It  seems  Mischa  acted  as  spokesman 
for  the  Hollywood  contingent  and  al- 
ways answered  the  phone  in  its  head- 
quarters at  the  Ritz-Carleton  Hotel. 

Most  of  the  time  it  was  a reporter 
from  one  of  the  Atlantic  City  papers 
who  had  been  vainly  trying  to  inter- 
view the  stars. 

The  phone  would  ring  and  Mischa 
would  answer  in  his  best  Russian  ac- 
cent: “Meester  Arnold,  he  ees  taking  a 
bath." 

A while  later:  "Miss  Barnes,  she  ees 
taking  a bath." 

Another  call  this  time  for  Miriam 
Hopkins:  "Miss  Hopkins,  she  ees  taking 
a bath." 

The  reporter  tried  to  contact  Jean 
Muir  but  received  the  same  answer. 

Exasperated,  he  yelled  at  Mischa 
through  the  phone:  "How  many  bath- 
tubs have  you  got  up  there,  anyhow?" 

"My  dear  man,"  Mischa  said  un- 
ruffled, "the  Ritz-Carlton  ees  just  lousy 
with  bathtubs." 


Troy  Neighborhood  Spot 
Bought  by  Adolph  Kohn 

Troy — Adolph  Kohn,  who  at  one  time 
owned  the  theatre  building  in  Granville 
and  who  later  sold  it  to  William  E.  Ben- 
ton, has  taken  over  Rivoli,  Troy  neigh- 
borhood spot.  Closed  since  June,  the  house 
has  been  renovated  by  Kohn.  Sam  Fein 
was  previous  lessee. 


Eager  for  Army 

Plattsburg — Benton’s  Plattsburg  thea- 
tres, along  with  independents  in  Cham- 
plain, Ausable  Forks,  Keesville,  and 
neighboring  spots,  expect  to  do  heavy 
business  during  army  maneuvers  which 
will  bring  50,000  regular  and  national 
guard  troops  to  the  area  for  a test  of 
mechanized  forces. 


Incorporation  News 

ALBANY  

Mentone  Productions,  Inc.,  New  York,  has  dis- 
solved. Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  filed  the 
papers  with  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sulsol  Films,  Inc.,  has  been  formed  to  carry  on 
a business  in  films,  motion  picture  machines, 
etc.,  in  New  York.  Capital:  200  shares,  no  par 
value-  Incorporators:  Myron  Slater,  Samuel  Lent, 
Lillian  Schorr,  1270  6th  Ave.  Attorney:  Herman 
Sulken,  1270  6th  Ave. 

Selecciones  Hispanas,  Inc.,  has  been  formed  to 
carry  on  a motion  picture  business  in  New  York. 
Capital:  100  shares,  no  par  value.  Incorporators: 
Attorney  Louis  A.  Solomon,  Jay  Tuthill,  Ida  C. 
Jacobs,  1270  6th  Ave. 

The  Langrevin  Company,  Inc.,  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  is  m.aintaining  a New  York  office  for  con- 
duct of  sound  equipment  installing  business  at 
103  Lafayette  St.  Papers  filed  with  Secretary  of 
State  by  William  C.  Mayer,  149  Broadway,  show 
Carl  C.  Langevin  is  president  of  company. 
Capital:  12,500  shares,  2,500  preferred  at  $100  par 
value,  and  10,000  common,  no  par  value. 

Majestic  Pictures  Corp.,  New  York,  decreased 
capital  stock  from  $125,000  to  $10,000.  Attorneys: 
Kanin  & Kanin,  11  W.  42nd  St. 

Central  Amusement  Yonkers,  Inc.,  formed  to 
conduct  a motion  picture  and  theatrical  business. 
Capital:  $1,000,  $10  par  value.  Incorporators: 

Ruth  Kaplan,  Freda  Jarrett,  Francine  Brunner. 
229  W.  42nd  St.  Attorney:  Philip  F.  Jacobs,  229 
W.  42nd  St, 


Warner  - National 
Deal  Progresses 


New  York  — Product  negotiations  be- 
tween Warner  and  National  'Theatres  are 
progressing,  but  Boxoffice’s  original  slant, 
indicating  it  will  be  months  before  a mas- 
ter agreement  is  worked  out,  stands  with- 
out change. 

Despite  reported  internal  differences  of 
opinion  among  KAO  and  RKO  theatre  ex- 
ecutives over  the  terms  of  the  Warner  prod- 
uct deal,  it  is  understood  the  formula 
agreed  upon  by  Gradwell  L.  Sears  for 
Warner  and  John  J.  O’Connor  for  RKO 
stands  although  the  terms  have  yet  to  be 
reduced  to  writing  and  signatures  affixed. 

Meanwhile,  the  current  noise  around 
West  44th  Street  and  the  Warner  head- 
quarters is  “The  Old  Maid.”  They  have 
figures  quickly  at  hand  designed  to  bul- 
wark the  contention  the  film  is  running 
ahead  of  “Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,”  War- 
ner’s top  attraction  last  season.  In  its 
second  weekend  at  the  Strand,  the  gross 
at  $26,000  ran  $5,000  ahead  of  the  sec- 
ond Friday-Saturday-Sunday  on  “Angels.” 
Despite  hurricane-proportion  rains  which 
damaged  part  of  the  boardwalk  at  Atlantic 
City,  the  picture  did  $7,800  in  three  days 
at  the  Warner  there.  Frank  La  Falce  wires 
Sears  opening  day  at  the  Earle,  Wash- 
ington, established  a new  debuting  record 
at  that  house  with  extra  shows  to  ac- 
commodate the  preponderant  feminine  au- 
dience required.  At  the  Cameo,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  all-time  records  were  smashed, 
the  Warner  office  advises. 

Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of  the  com- 
pany, returned  from  a short  trip  to  Lon- 
don on  the  Queen  Mary  late  Monday.  S. 
Charles  Einfeld,  his  weight  down,  got  into 
town  the  same  day  from  Hollywood  to 
map  advertising  and  publicity  plans  on 
forthcoming  releases.  He  returns  west 
shortly. 

Troy  Newspaper  Unreels 
Early  Film  History 

Troy — A sketch  of  early  motion  picture 
operating  history  here  was  presented  by 
Troy  Record  in  its  “Pulse  of  the  People” 
column.  Answering  a question  on  “The 
year  silent  moving  pictures  came  to  Troy,” 
the  paper  replied: 

“In  1906,  ‘Nicolet’  pictures  were  given 
at  311  River  St.  During  that  year  the 
late  Michael  Duffy  started  a small  mov- 
ing picture  show  in  the  heart  of  this 
community.  But  Harry  Hall,  stiU  a resi- 
dent of  Troy,  then  was  building  his  more 
pretentious  show.  He  may  therefore  be 
considered  the  pioneer  of  the  real  movies 
in  Troy.  Several  years  later  the  late  P.  J. 
Shea  started  his  moving  pictures  on  the 
east  side  of  Third  St.,  above  Broadway. 
Mr.  Shea  had  the  support  of  Mr.  Hall  in 
that  venture.” 


Lea  Buys  Danville  Theatre 

Danville.  Va. — L.  W.  Lea  of  the  School- 
field  Theatre,  Schoolfield,  Va.,  has  taken 
over  the  Broadway  Theatre  here.  He 
plans  to  modernize  and  install  new  equip- 
ment. 
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J^AJOR  ALBERT  WARNER  among  the 

trade  executives  enjoying  the  races  at 
Saratoga,  and  entertaining.  He  is  a turf 
fan,  but  not  a stable  owner  like  his  broth- 
er Harry  . . . Jimmy  Grainger,  president 
of  Republic,  was  another  Spa  visitor  . . . 
Ette  Phillips,  secretary  to  Joe  Bernhard, 
general  manager  of  Warner  Theatres,  va- 
cationing at  Schuyler  Manor,  Schroon 
Lake  . . . Joe  Weinstein,  assistant  War- 
ner Theatre  booker  upstate,  is  on  vacation 
at  Long  Beach  . . . J.  E.  Curley,  adver- 
tising manager,  in  New  York  for  the  week- 
end . . . Sidney  Deneau,  a Fabian  booker, 
reversed  the  course  of  travel,  coming  to 
Albany  for  a weekend.  He  was  booker  here 
before  his  transfer  to  New  York  head- 
quarters last  winter  . . . William  Haines 
of  the  Stanley;  Jack  Breslin,  the  Utica, 
and  Murray  Lafayette,  the  Avon,  came  to 
Albany  from  Utica  for  a huddle  with 
Charley  Smakwitz,  Warner  Theatre  dis- 
trict manager. 

R.  A.  Doidge,  assistant  advertising  and 
publicity  director  for  Grand  National, 
called  on  Branch  Manager  Paul  Richrath 
while  en  route  to  New  York  from  a va- 
cation at  Buffalo.  Richrath  formerly 
worked  with  him  in  home  office  . . . 
Leonard  L.  Rosenthal,  Troy  attorney  and 
owner  of  State,  that  city,  was  on  Film- 
row  . . . Ditto  Pete  Bournakis,  of  Strand 
and  Liberty,  Watertown,  and  Mrs.  Bourna- 
kis . . . Abe  Van  Deusen,  RKO  booker 
and  office  manager,  is  on  vacation  . . . 
James  R.  Grainger,  general  sales  manager 
for  Republic,  visited  Schine  headquarters 
at  Gloversville  last  week.  District  Manager 
Jack  Bellman  and  Branch  Manager  Ar- 
thur Neuyman  accompanied  him. 

Lida  Bauer,  RKO  story  editor,  at  Sara- 
toga for  two  weeks.  In  addition  to  enjoy- 
ing the  races  and  Spa  waters,  Miss  Bauer 
conferred  with  management  of  Saratoga 
Players,  summer  stock  company,  of  which 
she  is  an  advisory  board  member  . . . John 
D.  Hertz,  former  head  of  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, and  Mrs.  Hertz,  also  at  Saratoga. 
The  Chicago  couple  are  owners  of  racing 
stables.  Hai-ry  Berkson,  upstate  Mono- 
gram franchise  holder,  and  Mrs.  Berk- 
son,  came  in  from  Buffalo  with  Salesman 
Nate  Sodikman  and  Mrs.  Sodikman  for  a 
visit  to  the  new  temporary  local  office  at 
1076  Broadway.  Party,  accompanied  by 
Manager-booker  Mitchell  Panzer,  went  to 
Saratoga  for  a day’s  racing.  Panzer,  by 
the  way,  is  unique  among  Pilmrow  boys; 
he  is  a licensed  air  pilot.  He  did  consider- 
able flying  during  service  in  Monogram’s 
Buffalo  office  and  made  one  trip  aloft 
since  coming  to  Albany.  He  plans  to  do 
a lot  more,  in  fact,  some  day  to  become 
the  first  film  salesman  making  jumps  by 
plane. 

An  unusual  gesture  by  local  exchange- 
men  was  the  presentation  of  a traveling 
bag  to  Bill  Kraemer  on  his  departure  from 
this  territory  as  Schine  booker  to  booker- 
manager  of  the  circuit’s  new  Washing- 
ton office.  Kraemer  won  the  proverbial 
host  of  friends  in  the  two  years  he  book- 
ed the  24  theatres  served  by  Albany 
branches.  Seth  Fields  is  his  successor  . . . 
Bill  Benson,  former  RKO  salesman,  is  re- 


ported to  be  peddling  film  in  the  New  York 
territory  for  Universal.  His  home  is  in 
Hollis,  L.  I.  . . . Lois  Spooner,  Warner 
inspectress,  is  engaged  to  Bill  Short,  driver 
for  Smith  & Howell  Trucking  Service  . . . 
Catherine  Dobbs,  Republic  inspectress,  va- 
cationed for  a week  at  Nassau  . . . Dave 
Miller,  Universal  district  manager,  accom- 
panied Brarich  Manager  Joe  Engel  to 
Schine  headquarters  in  Gloversville  . . . Don 
Remer  resigned  as  20th  Century-Fox  sales- 
man. Fred  Sliter  of  Chicago  took  his  place 
. . . Sol  Edwards,  Grand  National  general 
sales  manager,  and  Mrs.  Edivards  at  Sara- 
toga for  a week. 

Jeanette  Berliner,  booker  for  GN  in  New 
Haven  exchange,  called  at  the  local  office. 
He  was  en  route  to  Saratoga  . . . Mrs.  An- 
toinette McNamara  of  the  Bay,  Alexandria 
Bay,  visited  Filmrow  for  the  first  time 
since  early  summer  . . . Arthur  J.  New- 
man, Republic  manager,  entered  a wire- 
haired  terrier  in  the  Wildwood  Kennel 
Club’s  annual  show  on  McGregor  Links, 
Saratoga  . . . Walter  Reade’s  Community, 
Saratoga,  is  screening  a series  of  timely 
shorts  for  that  city  during  August  racing. 
They  deal  with  horses  and  riders.  One 
shown  was  “Up  With  the  Jockeys.’’  An- 
other was  “The  Life  of  Seabiscuit.” 

The  Community , Newton  Falls  i Adiron- 
dack Mountain  town),  runs  one  night  a 
week.  Operators  are  Cheney  and  Leonard, 
Cheney  being  town  postmaster  and  Leon- 
ard proprietor  of  a general  store  . . . 
George  Thornton,  Orpheum,  Saugerties 
and  Orpheum,  Tannersville,  on  Filmrow 
. . . Clayton  Eastman,  Paramount  mana- 
ger, at  his  desk  on  a muggy  Sunday  morn- 
ing. 


Easterners  in  Burbank — 

D.  R.  Manning,  right,  manager  of 
Shea’s  Buffalo  Theatre  in  Buffalo,  and 
his  wife  and  daughter  visit  Dejinis 
Morgan  at  the  Warner  studio  during 
a trip  to  Hollywood. 


Warner  s 17  Completed 
Ample  Up  to  Xmas 

New  York — The  Warner  studios  have 
completed  17  features  of  the  new  season’s 
program,  which  is  more  than  ample  to 
supply  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  product 
up  to  Christmas,  according  to  S.  Charles 
Einfeld,  director  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity, who  is  here  from  the  coast  for  home 
office  conferences. 

* REVIEW 
FLASHES  - 

CONSPIRACY  (RKO)— There  is  a slight  pos- 
sibility this  may  get  by  as  filler  material 
in  remote  exhibition  situations,  but  audi- 
ences generally  won't  be  inclined  to  ac- 
cept such  a wild  and  woolly  story  of  inter- 
national intrigue,  which  does  not  measure 
up  to  program  standards  in  any  respect, 
Allan  Lane  and  Linda  Hayes  top  a second- 
rate  cast.  Lew  Landers'  direction  is  spotty. 

DEATH  OF  A CHAMPION  (Para)— Extremely 
novel  murder  mystery  laid  against  a dog- 
show  background  and  introducing  Lynne 
Overman  as  a wise-cracking  detective  in 
the  forerunner  of  a new  series,  this  mea- 
sures up  to  program  standards  in  every 
respect.  William  Wright  produced;  Robert 
Florey  directed. 

FIGHTING  GRINGO,  THE  (RKO)— Gun-toting 
George  O'Brien  and  his  brave  buckaroos 
follow  the  prescribed  ritual  in  outsmarting 
the  villain  and  bringing  justice  to  the 
range.  Formula  western  with  slight  gar- 
nishment of  Spanish  sauce.  Will  please  the 
fans  who  like  to  see  everybody  killed  but 
the  cameraman.  Bert  Gilroy  produced; 
David  Howard  directed. 

STOP,  LOOK  AND  LOVE  (20th-Fox)— Average 
audiences  won't  need  coaxing  to  get  a lift 
from  this  wholly  delightful  domestic  com- 
edy. It's  an  easy-going,  almost  lacka- 
daisical account  of  a small-town  family. 
Cast,  not  top-notch,  but  good  troupers  in 
William  Frawley  and  Minna  Gombell.  Jean 
Rogers,  Eddie  Collins  and  Robert  Kellard 
fit  their  assignments  like  a glove.  Direction 
by  Otto  Brower  is  spirited. 

THE  WOMEN  (M-G-M) — Superlatives  are  in 
order  when  describing  the  opulent  produc- 
tion, brilliant  dialogue,  sterling  acting  and 
atmosphere  of  crisp  sophistication  with 
which  this  famous  play  was  transcribed  to 
the  screen.  The  fact  that  there  is  not  a 
man  in  the  cast,  however,  makes  it  safe  to 
predict  that  there  will  be  few  in  the  audi- 
ences. Women  may  be  expected  to  turn 
out  in  droves.  Rosalind  Russell  outshines 
both  Norma  Shearer  and  Joan  Crawford  in 
the  toplines.  Hunt  Stromberg  produced; 
George  Cukor  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 
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Producing  39  Films,  Hollywood  Labor  Scene  Shifts 

Preparing  Nine  Between  Strife  and  Accord 


Production  has  jumped  another  notch 
in  the  major  plants,  with  39  in  work  and 
nine  others  in  preparatory  stages. 

Columbia  signaled  a start  on  “Blondie 
Brings  Up  Baby”  to  bring  its  total  to  four. 
Metro  is  filming  five,  none  of  them  new 
starts.  Grounded  a week  through  techni- 
cal trouble,  “Scouts  of  the  Air”  took  off 
at  Monogram,  giving  the  studio  two  in 
work. 

Paramount  gunned  “The  Broken  Heart 
Cafe”  and  “Campus  Wives,”  raising  its 
total  to  ten.  “Reno”  and  “The  Marshal 
of  Mesa  City”  went  into  work  at  RKO 
Radio,  which  has  six  in  production. 
“Heroes  of  the  Saddle”  was  launched  at 
Republic.  Three  are  being  filmed  at  that 
studio. 

Four  are  in  work  at  20th  Century-Pox, 
none  of  them  new  starters.  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  launched  “Raffles”  and  Selznick  In- 
ternational gunned  “Rebecca,”  both  for 
United  Artists  release.  “Call  a Messenger” 
went  into  Universal’s  cutting  rooms,  prun- 
ing the  studio’s  total  to  four.  Warner 
started  “Floating  Trouble,”  but  finished 
“On  Your  Toes”  and  “Lady  Luck,”  emerg- 
ing with  a five-picture  total. 


Labor  Agitation  Quietens 
With  Hays,  Casey  Exit 

With  the  departure  of  botli  Will  Hays, 
president  of  the  MPPDA,  and  Pat  Casey, 
producer  labor  contact,  for  New  York,  an 
atmosphere  of  unusual  quiet — when  com- 
pared with  the  turmoil  of  recent  weeks — 
is  pervading  the  local  Hays  office,  focal 
point  of  much  of  Hollywood’s  labor  agita- 
tion recently. 

Hays,  first  to  go,  left  suddenly  to  confer 
with  distribution  members  of  the  associa- 
tion, following  government  rejection  of  the 
industry’s  trade  practice  code.  Local 
spokesmen  declare  Hays  .probably  will  re- 
turn after  Labor  Day  to  bring  his  family 
east  with  him  for  the  winter,  thus  official- 
ly terminating  his  annual  summer  sojourn 
in  Hollywood. 

Casey,  on  whose  shoulders  has  fallen 
the  burden  of  conducting  most  of  the  pro- 
ducer negotiations  with  various  local 
studio  crafts,  went  east  to  attend  the  long- 
deferred  producer-labor  basic  agreement 
parleys  which  opened  August  25  in  Newark, 
New  Jersey. 


Jittery  Hollywood,  again  confronted 
with  the  fear  of  a drastic  labor  strike 
when  developments  in  Atlantic  City  point- 
ed to  a new  outburst  in  the  AAAA-SAG- 
lATSE-APL  war,  found  encouragement  in 
another  quarter  when  speedy  settlement 
of  the  lATSE-United  Studio  Technicians 
Guild  strife,  now  before  the  local  National 
Labor  Relations  Board,  appeared  a strong 
probability. 

Shortly  after  the  lA-USTG  hearing  got 
underway,  representatives  of  both  union 
factions  agreed  to  the  NLRB’s  suggestion 
that  a collective  bargaining  election  be 
held  to  determine  which  craft  shall  here- 
after assert  jurisdiction  over  some  12,000 
studio  workers.  A date  for  the  proceed- 
ings will  be  set  when  confirmation  has 
been  secured  from  NLRB  headquarters  in 
Washington.  Participating  in  the  ballot- 
ing will  be  soundmen,  second  cameramen 
and  their  assistants,  laboratory  workers, 
studio  technicians,  makeup  artists,  ward- 
robe workers  and  utility  employes.  Closed 
shop  agreements  with  five  lATSE  locals, 
just  signed  by  producers,  will  remain  in 
force  until  after  the  election.  A separate 
hearing,  however,  will  be  scheduled  on  the 
rival  jurisdictional  claims  over  first  cam- 
eramen filed  by  the  American  Society  of 
Cinematographers  and  International 
Photographers  Local  659,  lATSE. 

SAG  Tightens  Lines 

As  a part  of  the  election,  Jeff  Kibre 
agreed  to  withdraw  his  complaint,  filed  on 
behalf  of  lA  Local  37,  charging  lA  inter- 
national representatives  and  producers 
with  being  guilty  of  collusion  and  con- 
spiracy. 

Meantime  the  SAG  is  tightening  its  bat- 
tle lines  as  a result  of  developments  in  the 
east,  which  found  the  A AAA  rejecting  the 
AFL’s  decision  anent  the  lATSE’s  juris- 
dictional encroachment  over  stage  and 
screen  actors.  An  SAG  steering  commit- 
tee, headed  by  President  Ralph  Morgan, 
has  been  appointed  to  join  with  similar 
groups  from  other  AAAA  affiliates.  The 
Guild  also  concurred  imanimously  in  the 
AAAA’s  action,  which  objected  to  certain 
phases  of  the  AFL’s  decision,  particularly 
that  pertaining  to  the  status  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Actors,  chartered  by  the 
lATSE  when  its  AAAA  standing  was  re- 
voked. The  4-A  has  served  notice  it  will 
not  take  back  the  AFA  if  Ralph  White- 


head, its  executive  secretary,  is  to  retain 
his  position. 

As  the  aftermath  of  the  bitter  battle 
between  the  lATSE  and  ousted  officers  of 
the  international’s  Local  37  for  control  of 
the  local,  three  lATSE  leaders  drew  fines 
following  their  conviction  on  contempt 
citations  in  connection  with  the  revocation 
of  37’s  charter. 

Another  strike  threat  appeared  when 
the  Screen  Publicists  Guild,  in  a member- 
ship meeting,  served  an  ultimatum  on  the 
producers  that  its  demand  for  a 100  per 
cent  closed  shop  and  other  concessions 
must  be  approved.  Deadline  was  set  for 
August  24.  after  which  plans  were  to  call 
another  SPG  meeting  to  formulate  plans 
for  a walkout  if  its  demands  were  not  met. 

Hear  SWG  Plaint 

The  Screen  Writers  Guild’s  long  battle 
to  obtain  sole  bargaining  rights  for  scrive- 
ners in  the  industry  resumed  when  the 
NLRB  opened  a new  hearing  into  the 
SWG’s  charges  that  producers  are  guilty 
of  unfair  labor  practices.  Called  to  the 
stand  to  present  their  side  of  the  picture 
were  such  producer  representatives  as  B. 
B.  Kahane,  Bernard  Hyman,  William 
Koenig,  S.  J.  Briskin,  Henry  Herzbrun, 
Pandro  Berman,  E.  J.  Mannix,  Sol  Wurtzel, 
Darryl  Zanuck,  Jack  Warner,  Louis  B. 
Mayer  and  David  O.  Selznick.  Grover 
Jones  and  James  Kevin  McGuiness  testi- 
fied for  the  Screen  Playwrights,  Inc.  and 
Dalton  Trumbo,  of  the  SWG,  was  also  a 
witness.  Indications  are  the  hearing  will 
continue  for  several  weeks. 

The  state  labor  commission  has  ordered 
Sam  Katzman,  of  Victory  Pictures,  to  pay 
Holbrook  Todd,  member  of  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Film  Editors,  an  additional 
$100  in  salary  for  editing  two  of  Katz- 
man’s  independent  features.  Todd  had 
charged  Katzman  with  violating  the 
SMPFE’s  basic  studio  agreement  by  pay- 
ing him  for  three  weeks  work  v;hen  he  was 
entitled  to  four. 


Megs  Own  Screenplay 

Warner  has  assigned  Vincent  Sherman 
to  direct  “Tlie  Bridge  of  Sighs”  from  his 
own  screenplay. 
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Tribute  to  "Star  Maker" — 

The  center  of  all  eyes,  Mr.  mid  Mrs.  Gus  Edwards  (seated)  clasp  hands  as 
Hollywood  pays  homage  to  the  famous  showman  on  his  60th  birthday.  Be- 
hind Mrs.  Edwards  is  Charles  R.  Rogers,  who  produced  “The  Star  Maker," 
based  on  Edwards’  life,  for  Paramount;  while  Producer -Director  Mervyn 
LeRoy  looks  down  admiringly  at  the  honored  guest  himself. 
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were  guests  of  Jack  Warner  at  luncheon 
and  a tour  of  the  studio. 

★ 

Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Warner  actress,  is 
expected  to  return  to  Hollywood  about 
September  1 for  her  next  screen  assign- 
ment. She  has  been  vacationing  in  Ire- 
land . . . Jack  Holmes,  of  the  Warner  pub- 
licity staff,  has  been  appointed  public  re- 
lations chairman  for  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Music  Clubs  . . . Arthur  Eddy  has 
returned  to  his  Warner  studio  publicity 
desk  after  a month’s  holiday  in  New  York. 

Bob  Hope  is  expected  to  return  from 
his  London  vacation  September  5 to  re- 
sume his  picture  and  radio  work  . . . J. 
Carrol  Naish  obtained  a few  days’  leave 
from  Paramount  to  holiday  at  Lake  Arrow- 
head . . . The  Elks  staged  a “Walt  Disney 
Night”  at  their  local  temple  in  honor  of 
the  creator  of  Mickey  Mouse  . . . Joe  E. 
Brown  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  the  Mas- 
quers’ annual  midsummer  revel  August  27. 
Charles  Irwin,  Hugh  Herbert,  Eddie  Foy 
jr.,  Charlie  Chase,  Alan  Mowbray  and 
others  will  supply  the  entertainment. 

★ 

William  Berke  is  back  at  his  Republic 
production  desk  after  scouting  the  south 
and  midwest  for  possible  hill-billy  talent 
. . . Producer -Director  John  M.  Stahl  re- 
turns from  his  vacation  next  week  to  be- 
gin preparations  on  his  next  production 
for  Universal. 

* 

Metro  dispatched  Walter  Pidgeon,  Ches- 
ter Morris,  Ann  Rutherford  and  Cecilia 
Parker  to  San  Diego  to  appear  in  the  U.  S. 
Navy’s  annual  charity  carnival  . . . Repub- 
lic will  hold  its  first  annual  picnic  at  Re- 
seda Park,  August  27. 


"Arizona"  in  Technicolor; 


James  Cagney  will  leave  for  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  Mass.,  next  week,  where  he  will 
vacation  until  his  next  Warner  assignment 
in  October  . . . The  Warner  Club,  2,000 
strong,  wall  hold  its  annual  basket  picnic 
August  27  at  Lake  Shoson  in  the  Malibu 
Hills.  Harry  Seymour  is  in  charge  of  ar- 
rangements ...  In  for  a routine  checkup 
is  S.  S.  Keller,  of  Warner’s  homeoffice 
auditing  department. 

Ralph  Sommerville,  Hollywood  artist,  is 
en  route  to  Miami,  Fla.,  having  been  sign- 
ed to  a two-year  contract  by  the  Fleischer 
cartoon  studios  there  as  an  animator. 

* 

Paramount’s  studio  club  will  stage  its 
annual  golf  tournament  September  17  at 
the  Brentwood  Country  Club.  Gordon 
Jennings,  chairman,  expects  more  than 
300  entries  . . . Harold  Schuster  has  left 
for  London  to  direct  a forthcoming  Ga- 
briel Pascal  production. 

★ 

Maureen  O’Sullivan  has  left  for  Lon- 
don to  appear  in  a Metro-British  picture 
opposite  Robert  Montgomery  . . . Visitors 
at  Selznick  International  were  60  mem- 
bers of  the  Illuminating  Engineers  of 
America,  holding  a convention  here  . . . 
Director  Walter  Lang  and  his  assistant. 
Gene  Bryant,  spent  several  days  at  Arrow- 
head scouting  locations  for  Lang’s  next 
assigrimeyit  at  2Qth  Century-Fox. 

* 

His  condition  reported  to  be  not  serious, 


King  Baggott,  silent-screen  actor  and  di- 
rector, is  in  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  for  a 
general  examination  following  an  illness 
which  kept  him  from  work  at  Metro  . . . 
Frances  Hackett  and  Albert  Goodrich, 
Metro  writing  team,  are  back  at  work 
after  a vacation  spent  at  various  coast 
resorts  . . . Sixty  chief  clerks  of  the  fed- 
eral courts  of  America,  convening  here, 


Search  for  Male  Lead 

“Arizona,”  forthcoming  Wesley  Ruggles 
production  for  Columbia,  is  to  be  filmed  in 
Technicolor,  according  to  a decision 
reached  by  studio  executives.  Ruggles, 
who  will  direct,  is  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  inspect- 
ing sets  and,  on  his  return,  will  launch  a 
search  for  a niale  lead  opposite  Jean  Ar- 
thur. 


Among  the  500  or  more  who  paid  homage  to  Gus  Edwards,  veteran  showman, 
upon  the  occasion  of  his  60th  birthday  celebration:  Susan  Hayward,  left. 
Paramount  starlet;  Director  Mitchell  Leisen  and  Paramount’s  vice-president, 
Y.  Frank  Freeman. 


Some  of  the  Guests — 
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New  Government  Investigator 
Follows  "Mum” Precedent 


At  RKO  Premiere — 

Herbert  Wilcox,  who  produced  it; 
Anna  Neagle,  its  star,  and  President 
George  Schaefer  of  RKO  Radio, 
whose  company  released  it,  pose  in  the 
forecourt  of  the  Pantages  Theatre,  in 
Hollywood,  just  before  the  preview  of 
‘‘Nurse  Edith  Cavell.”  A record  num- 
ber of  stars  and  executives  turned  out 
for  the  event. 

RKO  Back  to  Normal 
After  Realignment 

Following  extensive  executive  shifts  and 
promotions  made  by  President  George 
Schaefer  of  RKO  Radio  prior  to  his  return 
east,  studio  operations  under  the  new 
regime  have  resumed  normality,  with  lit- 
tle likelihood  that  other  changes  are  in 
prospect.  Coming  at  about  the  same  time 
as  the  promotional  orders  was  the  an- 
nouncement that  Garson  Kanin  had  been 
placed  on  the  suspended  list  for  refusing 
to  accept  an  assignment  to  direct  “Anne 
of  Windy  Poplars,”  featuring  Anne  Shirley. 
Kanin  declared  he  could  not  see  eye  to 
eye  with  production  executives  on  the 
story.  His  last  effort  was  the  Ginger 
Rogers  starrer,  “Bachelor  Mother.” 

Monogram  has  signed  Ted  Williams, 
former  Grand  National  treasurer,  as  an 
associate  producer.  He  will  contribute 
four  films  to  the  company’s  1939-40  slate 
and  is  preparing  “Heroes  in  Blue”  and 
“Night  Edition”  as  the  first  two. 

Sidney  Salkow  secured  a release  from 
his  directorial  contract  at  Republic  after 
more  than  a year  with  the  studio,  and 
immediately  signed  a term  pact  with  Co- 
lumbia as  a megaphonist. 

Robert  McKimson,  an  animator  for  the 
Leon  Schlesinger  cartoon  plant  since 
1930,  has  been  elevated  to  chief  animator, 
exerting  supervision  over  the  production 
of  all  “Merrie  Melodie”  and  “Looney 
Tune”  cartoons  turned  out  by  the  plant. 

Louise  Campbell  will  leave  Paramount’s 
acting  lineup  when  her  current  contract 
has  expired,  and  Shirley  Ross,  also  a 
Paramount  actress,  checks  off  the  lot 


Surrounding  himself  with  the  character- 
istic air  of  mysterious  seclusion  that  has 
keynoted  the  local  sojourns  of  previous 
government  investigators,  Charles  H. 
Carr,  assistant  to  Attorney-General  Frank 
Murphy,  has  allowed  no  word  of  his  pres- 
ent activities  and  plans  to  leak  out  since 
his  arrival  in  Hollywood  last  week.  At 
that  time  Carr  announced  in  great  detail 
the  lines  along  which  he  intends  to  pur- 
sue an  exhaustive  investigation  into  var- 
ious phases  of  production  and  personal  ac- 
tivity among  leaders  in  the  film  colony. 

From  all  indications,  Carr  has  not  yet 
begun  his  scheduled  series  of  conferences 
with  the  lATSE,  its  defunct  local  37,  of- 
ficers of  the  producers  association,  and 


To  Cutting  Room — 

J.  M.  Elizalde,  resident  commissioner 
of  the  Philippines,  objected  to  certain 
scenes  in  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “The  Real 
Glory’’  which  he  declared  portray  the 
Filipinos  in  an  unfavorable  light.  So, 
forthwith,  Senor  Elizalde  was  supplied 
with  a native  bolo  and  told  to  go  ahead 
and  cut.  Here  he  is  at  the  grindstone 
with  James  Roosevelt,  Goldwyn’s  vice- 
president. 


August  30.  Scenarist  William  Hurlbut  has 
completed  his  writing  contract  and  de- 
parted from  the  Paramount  payroll. 

Jack  McCurdy,  publicity  chief  for  the 
Boris  Morros  production  unit,  has  wound 
up  his  association  with  completion  of 
Morros’  first  film,  “The  Flying  Deuces.” 
The  unit  will  coast  for  a month,  imtil  “If 
I Were  President”  gets  under  way. 

Edward  Small  has  signed  David  Matthew 
as  story  editor  for  his  United  Artists  pro- 
duction rmit.  Matthew  occupied  a similar 
spot  at  Warner. 


executives  of  20th  Century-Fox,  Columbia, 
Universal,  United  Artists,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and 
Warner  Bros,  as  the  first  step  in  a probe 
into  such  possibilities  as: 

Alleged  violations  of  the  Sherman  Anti- 
Trust  Act  by  major  producers  and  dis- 
tributors; charges  of  labor  racketeering; 
asserted  income  tax  evasions  by  leading 
production  and  union  executives;  and  as- 
serted income  tax  liabilities  incurred  dur- 
ing the  merger  which  created  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox in  1933. 

The  full  support  of  both  the  lATSE  and 
the  United  Studio  Technicians  Guild  was 
promised  Carr  in  messages  sent  Attorney- 
General  Murphy  soon  after  the  investiga- 
tor’s arrival. 

MPDC  Is  Leading 
Liberal  Hollywood 

Liberal  Hollywood  organizations  are  em- 
barking upon  preparations  for  an  active 
autumn  campaign  with  a vengeance,  the 
leader  in  the  movement  at  present  being 
the  Motion  Picture  Democratic  Committee. 

Accepting  the  MPIXl’s  invitation,  U.  S. 
Attorney-General  Frank  Murphy  will  pay 
a visit  to  the  film  colony  September  7 to 
present  the  first  annual  Award  for  Service 
to  Democracy  at  a banquet  to  be  staged 
September  7.  The  award  will  be  given  to 
the  producer  of  the  picture  which,  in  the 
MPDC’s  opinion,  made  the  most  valuable 
contribution  to  democracy  during  the  1938- 
39  season.  A number  of  candidates  have 
been  submitted  by  several  studios,  and  vot- 
ing is  being  conducted  among  MPDC 
members.  Presentation  will  oe  made  at  a 
banquet  with  Murphy  as  honored  guest 
and  Philip  Dunne,  MPDC  chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

Plans  for  the  affair  will  be  mapped  in 
detail  at  a general  MPDC  membership 
meeting  called  for  August  30. 

The  Motion  Picture  Artists  Committee, 
under  Melvyn  Douglas’  direction,  will  fete 
Bishop  Paul  Yu-Pin,  Chinese  vicar  of 
Nanking,  at  a banquet  August  29,  with 
scores  of  screen  notables  planning  to  at- 
tend. The  bishop  is  toui'ing  America  on  a 
fund-raising  campaign  for  Chinese  war 
victim*s. 

Funds  to  aid  Spanish  refugee  children 
now  exiled  in  France  will  be  raised  at  a 
concert  to  be  given  September  7,  under 
auspices  of  the  local  Spanish  Refugee  Re- 
lief Campaign,  with  most  of  the  child 
artists  who  appeared  in  Samuel  Goldwyn’s 
"They  Shall  Have  Music”  slated  to  par- 
ticipate. 

A membership  drive  among  motion  pic- 
ture personnel  is  now  under  way  with  the 
organization  of  a local  chapter  of  the 
American  Union  for  Concerted  Peace  Ef- 
forts and  the  establishment  of  offices  in 
Hollywood.  Alverda  Lerrigo  heads  the 
local  branch. 
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That  Saturday  Evening  Post  chron- 
icler who  discussed  the  literary 
quality  of  Louella  Parsons’  reporting 
might  have  changed  his  mind  had  he 
waited  for  the  following  classic  from 
Hedda  Hopper  anent  the  Adrian-Janet 
Gaynor  nuptials: 

“All  their  friends  and  their  legions 
couldn’t  have  been  happier  ...” 

Perhaps  it’s  the  “Beau  Geste”  influence. 

Who  tell  the  world  about  who  loves  whom? 

"Exclusive"  or  they'll  call  a copper. 

Who  write  of  themselves  till  their  readers 
all  fume? 

Louella  and  Jimmy  and  Hopper! 

Who  herald  elopements,  divorces  and  sich? 

Though  most  of  them  do  come  a cropper. 
Who  pester  the  flacks  like  the  seven-year 
itch? 

Louella  and  Jimmy  and  Hopper! 

Who  pen  of  their  calls  from  a-near  and 
a-far? 

With  "News"  that  should  be  a press- 
stopper. 

Who  hob-nob  and  dine  with  each  twinkling 
star? 

Louella  and  Jimmy  and  Hopper! 

Who  heap  fiery  coals  on  each  executive 
pate? 

And  consider  each  casting  improper? 
Who  view  with  alarm  the  industry's  fate? 
Louella  and  Jimmy  and  Hopper! 

But  who,  when  they  finally  gamer  a part 
Contribute  to  making  a Hopper? 

Yet  continue  to  harp  on  what's  wrong  with 
the  art — 

Louella  and  Jimmy  and  Hopper! 


SPEARHEADS 


Uy  Ivan 


Just  to  prove  that  Leo  will  have  no  part 
of  the  new  deal,  comes  this  from  the 
mighty  lion’s  publicists: 

“Frances  Edwards,  M-G-M  commis- 
sary head,  set  up  machinery  to  serve  two 
Thanksgiving  dinners  at  the  studio,  the 
traditional  one  and  the  other  on  whatever 
day  it  is  changed  to.” 


The  pros  and  cons  on  the  advisability 
of  changing  the  date  of  the  national  holi- 
day should  command  little  attention  in 
Hollywood,  which  is  accustomed  to  serving 
the  exhibitors  and  theatre  patrons  with  a 
turkey  or  two  every  week. 


Some  weeks  ago  kudos  were  in  order 
for  Paramount’s  publicity  department  with 
the  announcement  that  18  orphan  chil- 
dren, from  institutions  in  as  many  key 
cities,  together  with  their  chaperons  were 
to  be  brought  to  Hollywood  as  guests  of 
the  studio  for  a combination  vacation  and 


sight-seeing  tour,  topped  off  by  their  at- 
tendance— as  honored  guests — at  the  pre- 
view of  “The  Star  Maker.”  The  lucky  del- 
egate from  each  city  was  chosen  by  popu- 
lar vote  of  the  children  themselves  as  were 
the  accompanying  chaperons,  and  the  en- 
tire scheme  tied  neatly  into  the  fact  that 
Linda  Ware,  child  singer  in  the  picture, 
who  acted  as  hostess,  is  herself  an  orphan. 
It  was  one  of  the  smartest  and  most  pro- 
ductive— from  a standpoint  of  newspaper 
space — promotional  undertakings  of  the 
season.  Now  that  the  fortunate  orphans 
have  come  and  gone,  nothing  is  subtract- 
ed from  the  value  of  the  stunt  through  a 
review  of  the  impressive  and  dignified 
manner  in  which  Terry  DeLapp  and  his 
able  crew  handled  and  publicized  the  visit. 

The  unpredictable  Russell  Birdwell  has 
done  it  again  by  giving  Hollywood's  pub- 
licists— studio  and  free-lance  alike — o dem- 
onstration of  plain  and  fancy  space-grabbing 
with  a minimum  of  waste  motion  and  ex- 
pense. The  most  recent  Birdwellian  coup 
was  the  press  premiere  of  Herbert  Wilcox's 
"Nurse  Edith  Cavell,"  which  was  under  his 
efficient  supervision,  and  which  commanded 
as  much  attention  as,  if  not  more  than,  sev- 
eral other  glamour  debuts  this  month. 

The  comparison  is  particularly  striking 
when  expenditures  are  taken  into  considera- 
tion. It  is  learned  that  the  "Cavell"  pre- 
miere was  staged  at  a total  cost  of  $1,500,  in- 
cluding a "forty-man  color  guard  and  twelve 
majorettes  in  abbreviated  costumes."  The 
costs  of  comparable  klieg-light  picture  intro- 
ductions when  engineered  by  major  studio 
publicity  departments  usually  total  between 
$10,000  and  $20,000. 


Martyr,  Merry-Makers  and  Murders 


RKO  Radio  occupied  the  center  of  the 
preview  stage,  having  contributed  two  of 
the  three  features  which  led  a miscellany 
of  ten  unfurled  for  Hollywood  critical  and 
social  enjoyment — more  or  less.  The  duo 
from  the  Gower  Street  studio  were  Her- 
bert Wilcox’s  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  and 
“My  Fifth  Avenue  Girl.”  The  third  of  the 
top-flight  trio  came  from  Paramount — 
“The  Star  Maker.” 

The  last  named  is  a novel  and  refresh- 
ing entertainment  treat  which  demands 
unmitigated  praise  for  everyone  who  had  a 
part  in  its  conception  and  production, 
and  which  can  definitely  be  catalogued  as 
a profit  picture  in  every  exhibition  situa- 
tion. Charles  R.  Rogers  produced  it,  his 
first  since  his  divorce  from  Universal.  His 
was  the  idea  from  which  the  film,  a wide 
and  welcome  departure  from  the  stero- 
typed,  was  born;  initiative  for  which  a 
special  accolade  is  due  him.  Equal  honor 
to  Director  Roy  Del  Ruth,  who  did  an  out- 
standingly excellent  job  of  piloting  in  a 
spot  which  must  have  been  unusually  dif- 
ficult because  of  the  large  number  of 
moppets  in  the  cast.  Bing  Crosby,  at  his 
best;  14-year-old  Linda  Ware,  displaying 
a splendid  soprano  voice  in  her  film  de- 
but, and  others  of  a splendid  cast  all  de- 
serve meritorious  comment,  while  kudos 
can  justly  be  claimed  by  Frank  Butler, 
Don  Hartman  and  Arthur  Caesar  for  their 


scripting  of  the  story  by  Caesar  and  Wil- 
liam A.  Pierce. 

Although  sombre  and  depressing  as  to 
theme,  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  is  a justifiably 
significant  addition  to  the  current  cine- 
matic crop  because,  in  essence,  it  is  a 
forceful  indictment  of  the  injustices  and 
bi'utalities  of  war.  Fearlessly  disregard- 
ing the  accepted  concepts  of  what  con- 
stitutes entertainment,  Producer-Director 
Herbert  Wilcox,  in  his  first  Am.,erican- 
made  film,  boldly  transcribed  to  the  screen 
one  of  modern  history’s  most  shameful 
pages — the  martyrdom  of  the  courageous 
English  nurse.  No  compromise  with  the 
facts  is  discernible  in  Michael  Hogan’s 
screenplay,  and  Wilcox,  mounting  his  ve- 
hicle unstintingly,  directed  with  a sure 
dramatic  touch.  Anna  Neagle,  in  the 
title  role,  contributes  a convincing,  re- 
strained and  thoroughly  excellent  per- 
formance. 

In  lighter  vein  was  the  same  company’s 
newest  Ginger  Rogers  starrer,  “My  Fifth 
Avenue  Girl,”  in  which  Produer-Director 
Gregory  LaCava  again  revealed  his  flair 
for  the  subtle,  satirical  farce  comedy  which 
made  his  “My  Man  Godfrey”  an  outstand- 
ing hit.  Miss  Rogers  scores  in  another 
well-delineated  performance,  given  emi- 
nent support  by  Walter  Connolly,  and  the 
screenplay  by  Allan  Scott,  poking  discreet 
fun  at  the  rich  and  at  those  who  envy 


them,  is  a delightful  bit  of  sound  crafts- 
manship. 

* * 

Mystery  and  murder  characterized  three 
of  the  four  features  which  fell  into  the 
above-average  program  category.  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  presented  the  second  in 
its  series  of  Sherlock  Holmes-Doctor  Wat- 
son thrillers,  “The  Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes,”  a vehicle  that  in  many  ways  dis- 
plays improvement  over  its  predecessor, 
“The  Hound  of  the  Baskervilles.”  Packed 
with  thrills  and  suspense,  produced  on  a 
top  scale  by  Gene  Markey  and  crisply  di- 
rected by  Alfred  Werker,  it  augurs  weU  for 
a long,  distinguished  and  profitable  series. 

The  script  by  Edwin  Blum  and  William 
Drake  was  well-plotted  and  Basil  Rath- 
bone  and  Nigel  Bruce,  repeating  in  their 
respective  Holmes-Watson  roles,  are  ex- 
cellent in  type  and  delivery. 

The  same  studio  contributed  another  in 
its  perennial  “Chan”  detective  mysteries, 
“Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island,”  a ve- 
hicle which  adheres  to  the  reliable  formula 
throughout.  John  Larkin’s  screenplay  and 
Norman  Foster’s  direction  maintain  a sus- 
penseful pace  and  the  plot  will  keep  most 
audiences  guessing  until  the  climax.  Ed- 
ward Kaufman  gave  it  competent  guidance 
as  associate  producer. 

Leaning  rather  heavily  toward  the 
psychological,  but  gathering  momentum 
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after  a rather  slow  start,  RKO  Radio’s 
“Full  Confession”  presents  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen  in  a characterization  quite  similar 
to  the  one  which  gained  him  an  Academy 
Oscar  in  “The  Informer.”  This  time  he 
bows  Thespically  to  Joseph  Calleia,  how- 
ever, whose  performance  dominates 
throughout.  Produced  by  Robert  Sisk  and 
directed  by  John  Farrow,  it  should  prove 
generally  satisfactory.  Jerry  Cady  wrote 
the  screenplay. 

Possessing  an  average  quota  of  enter- 
tainment, Universal’s  “Hawaiian  Nights” 
contains  tuneful  musical  interludes  and 
a colorful  Hawaiian  production  number 
which  go  a long  way  toward  compensating 
for  deficiencies  in  story  construction.  Of 
particular  interest  and  appeal  to  jitter- 
bug fans  will  be  the  presence  of  Matty 
Malneck  and  his  swing  music  aggregation. 
Producer  Max  Golden  handled  his  assign- 
ment capably  and  Albert  S.  Rogell  directed 
with  even  pace. 

* * * 

Action,  in  large  quantities,  was  the  key- 
note of  the  remaining  three  films  in  the 
week’s  lineup.  Monogram  submitted  what 
is  probably  the  best  of  its  Frankie  Darro 
starrers  in  “Irish  Luck,”  a vehicle  that 
should  rate  consideration  in  all  but  the 
most  important  booking  situations.  Actor 
Grant  Withers,  in  his  first  production  as- 
signment, capitalized  on  the  material  pro- 
vided him  to  excellent  advantage,  Howard 
Bretherton’s  direction  is  more  than  ade- 
quate and  Mary  McCarthy  turned  out  a 
first-rate  screenplay. 

In  the  accepted  formula  of  ridin’, 
shootin’  and  romancin’,  RKO  Radio’s  lat- 
est George  O’Brien  sagebrusher,  “The 
Fighting  Gringo,”  is  sure  to  please  west- 
ern fans  everywhere.  Invested  with  some 
tuneful  Spanish  music,  it  was  produced  to 
standard  by  Bert  Gilroy,  briskly  directed 
by  David  Howard  and  adequately  scripted 
by  Oliver  Drake  from  his  own  original. 

Unchallenged  as  the  weak  sister  in  the 
lineup,  RKO  Radio’s  “Comspiracy”  will 
probably  be  rejected  by  most  audiences.  A 
wild,  woolly  and  generally  ridiculous  story 
of  international  intrigue,  it  was  spottily 
directed  by  Lew  Landers,  produced  by  Cliff 
Reid  with  no  more  care  than  was  abso- 
lutely essential,  and  is  destined  for  filler 
duty  in  only  the  reniotest  of  exhibition 
situations. 


"Tree  of  Liberty"  Being 
Readied  by  Columbia 

Columbia’s  bid  for  a place  in  the  in- 
dustry’s Americanization  limelight,  the 
Elizabeth  Page  novel,  “Tree  of  Liberty,” 
is  beginning  to  take  concrete  form  with 
the  disclosure  that  actual  work  upon  the 
script  has  been  launched  by  Scenarist 
Sidney  Buchman,  working  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Frank  Lloyd,  who  will  pro- 
duce and  direct.  Present  plans  call  for 
“Tree  of  Liberty,”  dealing  with  the  times 
of  Thomas  Jefferson,  to  be  made  in  two 
parts,  the  first  to  go  before  the  cameras 
about  January  1,  1940. 

Warner  has  pegged  September  5 as  the 
definite  starting  date  for  the  oft-delayed 
“Underground,”  story  of  anti-Nazi  activity 
in  Germany.  John  Garfield  and  Lya  Lys 
are  slated  for  top  roles. 


New  Product  Parleys 
Start  at  20th-Fox 

Conferences  on  product,  sales  campaigns 
and  other  details  of  the  new  production- 
distribution  season  are  underway  at  20th 
Century-Fox  with  the  arrival  of  Herman 
Wobber,  chief  of  sales,  and  a corps  of 
homeoffice  executives  including  Walter 
Hutchinson,  general  manager  of  foreign 
distribution;  A.  M.  Levy,  heading  the  S.  R. 
Kent  sales  drive;  and  William  Kupper, 
western  division  manager.  Also  arriving 
was  Monte  Banks,  director  in  the  com:- 
pany’s  English  unit,  who  will  be  joined 
later  by  Robert  Kane,  in  charge  of  British 
production,  to  discuss  plans  for  the  1939- 
40  season  abroad.  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Darryl  Zanuck,  William  Goetz  and  other 
studio  executives  are  participating  in  the 
parleys. 

President  George  Schaefer  of  RKO  Ra- 
dio returned  east  after  last-minute  con- 
ferences with  Harold  Lloyd  and  Herbert 
Wilcox  concerning  their  production  plans. 
Also  heading  for  New  York  was  S.  Barret 
McCormick,  the  company’s  advertising- 
publicity  director.  Wilcox  and  his  star, 
Anna  Neagle,  trained  out  for  Toronto, 
Canada,  to  attend  the  screening  of  their 
latest  film,  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  which 
highlighted  the  opening  of  the  Canadian 
National  Exposition.  They  will  continue 
on  to  England,  where  the  next  Neagle  pic- 
ture will  be  made. 

Silverstone,  Schwartz  In 

Planning  a week’s  stay,  Murray  Silver- 
stone,  chairman  of  United  Artists’  execu- 
tive committee,  and  Charles  Schwartz,  UA 
counsel,  checked  in  from  New  York.  They 
will  discuss  product  and  business  details 
with  Walter  Wanger,  David  O.  Selznick, 
Hal  Roach,  Edward  Small  and  other  UA 
producers. 

Sol  Lesser  has  trained  to  New  York  for 
conferences  with  Thornton  Wilder,  author 
of  “Our  Town,”  concerning  Lesser’s  plans 
to  produce  the  play  for  United  Artists. 


Accompanied  by  Mrs.  Lesser,  he  will  spend 
two  weeks  motoring  through  New  England 
picking  up  background  shots.  Lesser  also 
carried  with  him  a print  of  “Everything’s 
on  Ice,”  the  Irene  Dare  vehicle,  for  deliv- 
ery to  RKO  Radio.  During  his  absence — 
Lesser  wiU  be  gone  until  October  1 — Bar- 
ney Briskin  will  assume  the  production 
reins  on  “Escape  to  Paradise,”  Lesser’s 
final  Bobby  Breen  starrer  for  RKO  Radio. 

Seidelman  Due  August  28 

Joseph  Seidelman,  Universal’s  foreign 
sales  head,  arrives  August  28  to  join  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  board  chairman,  in  stu- 
dio conferences  with  President  Nate 
Blumberg  and  Cliff  Work,  studio  chief. 
Blumberg  and  Seidelman  will  return  to 
New  York  in  about  ten  days,  Cowdin  stay- 
ing on  until  mid-September. 

Scott  R.  Dunlap,  Monogram  production 
pilot,  and  Trem  Carr,  member  of  the  com- 
pany’s board,  went  to  New  York  to  attend 
a board  of  directors’  meeting.  They  will 
be  accompanied  back  to  Hollywood  by  W. 
Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  president. 

S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner  publicity- 
advertising director,  and  Sam  Clark,  Chi- 
cago exploitation  manager  for  the  com- 
pany, both  pulled  out  for  the  east.  Ein- 
feld was  bound  for  New  York  to  set  details 
with  his  eastern  staff  for  exploitation 
campaigns  on  several  forthcoming  fea- 
tures. Lew  Golder,  Warner  talent  scout, 
has  trained  east  on  a scouting  tour. 


Monogram  to  Distribute 
Six  "Renfrew"  Films 

A deal  has  just  been  closed  whereby 
Monogram  will  distribute  six  “Renfrew” 
action  pictures,  based  on  mounted  police 
stories  by  Laurie  York  Erskine,  to  be  de- 
livered by  Phil  Goldstone’s  Criterion  Pro- 
ductions. Two  of  the  films,  starring 
Jimmy  Newill — “Crashing  Through”  and 
one  untitled — have  already  been  completed 
and  will  be  turned  over  to  Monogram  im- 
mediately. 

Phil  Krasne  will  function  as  associate 
producer  on  the  remaining  four,  production 
to  get  underway  in  the  near  future. 


Apparently  enjoying  their  Hollywood  holiday  to  the  hilt,  the  group  of  orphan 
children  brought  out  by  Paramount  to  attend  the  preview  of  “The  Star 
Maker"  pose  for  the  photographer  with  their  hosts.  Man  at  the  left  is  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  vice-president  of  the  company,  with  Charles  R.  Rogers,  who 
produced  the  picture,  also  in  the  lineup.  Young  lady  in  the  plaid  dress  is 
Linda  Ware,  who  has  one  of  the  featured  roles. 
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Free  Lance  O'Brien 
Settles  His  Suit 


Ending  a legal  battle  of  more  than  a 
year,  an  out-of-court  settlement  has  been 
reached  in  the  $500,000  conspiracy  suit 
filed  against  Warner,  Pat  O’Brien,  studio 
contract  star,  Jimmy  Pidler  and  Louella 
Parsons  by  Pat  O’Brien,  free  lance  player. 
The  plaintiff  had  charged  his  acting  career 
had  been  severely  damaged  through  an 
alleged  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendants to  keep  him  from  obtaining  pic- 
ture assignments. 

Terms  of  the  settlement  were  not  dis- 
closed. 


"Green  Hell"  Production 
Started  for  'U'  Release 

“Green  Hell,”  first  on  schedule  for 
Harry  Edington’s  Famous  Productions, 
went  to  the  starting  line,  with  James 
Whale  directing,  for  Universal  release.  Ed- 
ington  is  headquartering  on  the  Universal 
lot.  A skeleton  crew  is  operating  the  Boris 
Morros  production  unit,  Morros  having 
completed  “Flying  Deuces,”  his  initialer 
for  RKO  Radio.  Next  in  line,  to  start 
within  30  days,  is  “If  I Were  President.” 


SCRIPTERS 


— Samuel  GoldwjTi 

STEVE  FISHER  borrowed  from  Paramount  to 
screenplay  "Tahiti,”  which  will  co-star  Jon  Hall 
and  Dorothy  Lamour. 

— Metro 

LAZLO  VADNAI  to  "Missing  Miniature,”  forth- 
coming short  subject,  from  an  original  by  Erich 
Kastner. 

JANE  MURFIN  to  "Pride  and  Prejudice.”  Hunt 
Stromberg  produces. 

VICK  KNIGHT,  radio  writer  and  composer,  to 
"Ziegfeld  Follies.”  Mervyn  LeRoy  will  produce 
and  direct. 

— Paramount 

WILLIS  COOPER  to  "Phantom  City.”  Dale  Van 
Every  will  produce. 

— Republic 

BETTY  BURBRIDGE  to  "Rovin’  Tumbleweeds,” 
a Three  Mesqulteers  western. 

JACK  NATTEFORD  to  “Kansas  Terrors.” 
ROBERT  PRESNELL  to  "Abraham  Lincoln 
Boggs.” 

CLARENCE  YOUNG  to  an  untitled  "Three  Mes- 
quiteers”  vehicle;  M.  COATES  WEBSTER  to  the 
next  in  the  “Higgins  Family”  series,  which  Gus 
Meins  will  direct. 

— Hal  Roach 

GENE  SOLOW  to  "Captain  Fortune.” 

— Richard  Rowland 

VICTOR  HEERMAN  and  SARAH  Y.  MASON  to 
"Three  Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop,”  Rowland’s  first 
for  United  Artists,  to  star  Barbara  Stanwyck. 

— Selznick  International 

ROBERT  SHERWOOD  polishing  “Rebecca.” 

— Edward  Small 

WINSTON  MIDLER  to  "Kit  Carson.” 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

MAURICE  MUSSELMAN  to  "Three  Blind  Dates,” 
a Ritz  Brothers  starrer. 

HAMILTON  MacFADDEN  to  “The  Jones  Fam- 
ily at  the  World's  Fair.” 

SAM  ENGLE  to  "Law  West  of  the  Pecos,”  a 
sequel  to  "Frontier  Marshal,”  in  w^hich  Randolph 
Scott,  Nancy  Kelly,  Cesar  Romero  and  Binnie 
Barnes  will  repeat  in  the  roles  they  created.  The 
Sol  Wurtzel  unit  will  produce. 

— Universal 

EDWARD  ELISCU  to  “Casino.” 

— Warner  Bros. 

ROBERT  E.  KENT  to  “Floating  Trouble,” 
baaed  on  the  current  furore  over  gambling  ships 
off  the  Southern  California  coast.  Bryan  Foy 
will  produce  with  Humphrey  Bogart  in  the  lead. 

EARL  BALDWIN  to  “The  Life  of  Tony  Pastor,” 
slated  as  a starring  vehicle  for  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son. 

MILTON  KRIMS  to  an  untitled  original  dealing 
with  Reuters,  famous  European  newspaper  agency; 
MICHAEL  HOGAN  to  “The  Villa  on  the  Hill,” 
from  a story  by  W.  Somerset  Maugham. 


Shirley  Ross  Hollywood 
Erhissary  to  Canada 

Sole  Hollywood  emissary  to  Canada’s 
Fresh  Air  Fund,  annual  charity  show,  was 
Shirley  Ross,  Paramount  star,  who  train- 
ed out  for  Toronto.  Guest  of  honor  at  a 
series  of  receptions.  Miss  Ross  also  head- 
lined a four-hour  transcontinental  broad- 
cast. From  Toronto  she  was  scheduled  to 
travel  on  to  New  York  before  returning 
to  the  film  capital. 

Jane  "Withers  has  been  set  by  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox for  a personal  appearance  tour 
through  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  leav- 
ing next  January.  She  will  stop  off  in 
Honolulu  en  route.  Her  itinerary  will  in- 
clude one  week  in  New  Zealand  and  three 
in  Australia,  the  entire  trip  to  consume 
nearly  three  months.  First  the  moppet 
will  co-star  with  Gene  Autry  in  “Jubilo” 
for  the  Westwood  plant. 

Columbia  sent  William  Holden,  star  of 
“Golden  Boy,”  to  Chicago  for  a short  p.a. 
engagement.  He  will  continue  on  to  New 
York  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  picture, 
then  resume  his  p.a.’s,  returning  here  in 
about  a month. 

Maxie  Rosenbloom  appeared  at  the  War- 
field  Theatre,  San  Francisco,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Warner’s  “Each  Dawn  I Die,” 
while  John  Garfield  left  for  New  York  to 
make  appearances  with  “Dust  Be  My  Des- 
tiny,” his  latest  Warner  starrer. 

Tex  Ritter,  cowboy  star,  has  extended 
his  p.a.  schedule  until  September  18  be- 
fore returning  to  Hollywood  to  resume  film 
work  for  Monogram. 

Judell  Buys  Land  Near 
Prescott  lor  Westerns 

Ben  Judell’s  Producers  Pictures  Corp., 
has  purchased  a tract  of  land  near  Pres- 
cott, Ariz.,  and  has  begun  construction  of 
sound  stages,  a western  street  and  various 
permanent  sets  to  be  used  in  the  filming 
of  the  company’s  24-picture  western  quota 
for  1939-40.  An  administration  building 
and  living  quarters  also  are  being  built 
under  the  supervision  of  Peter  Stewart 
from  plans  by  Fred  Preble,  art  director. 
Plans  are  to  make  the  “location  city”  a 
permanent  headquarters  for  the  film.ing 
of  outdoor  action  features. 

First  such  venture  to  be  undertaken,  the 
project  is  receiving  the  cooperation  of  the 
Prescott  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other 
organizations  of  that  city.  Three  series 
of  westerns,  each  consisting  of  eight  pic- 
tures, will  be  produced  there,  including 
“The  Sagebrush  Family,”  featuring  13- 
year-old  Bobby  Clark;  the  “Tales  of  Billy 
the  Kid”  series,  starring  George  Houston; 
and  eight  “Frontier  Marshal”  features 
with  Tim  McCoy. 

"Pride  and  Prejudice" 

For  Shearer-Donat 

Metro  has  announced  “Pride  and  Pre- 
judice,” from  the  novel  by  Jane  Austen, 
as  Norma  Shearer’s  next  starring  vehicle, 
with  Robert  Donat  as  her  co-star  and 
Hunt  Stromberg  producing.  George  Cu- 
kor will  direct.  No  decision  has  been 
reached  as  to  whether  the  production  will 
be  made  here  or  in  England. 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ROYAL  joins  writing  staff. 
NICK  GRINDE  given  term  directorial  contract. 
— Metro 

JACK  CUMMINGS  given  new  long-term  con- 
tract as  producer. 

DAVID  HERTZ  joins  writing  staff. 

CAREY  WILSON,  shorts  producer  and  com- 
mentator, given  new  term  contract. 

REINHOLD  SCHUNZEL  signs  new  term  con- 
tract as  director. 

WILSON  COLLISON  handed  term  writing  con- 
tract. He  is  scripting  for  Producer  J.  Walter 
Ruben. 

JOHN  NESBITT,  writer  in  short  subjects  de- 
partment, wins  new  contract. 

— Principal 

LEWIS  J.  RATHMIL  signed  as  art  director  on 
“Escape  to  Paradise,”  forthcoming  Bobby  Breen 
starrer,  slated  to  roll  September  5.  RKO  Radio 
will  release. 

— Hal  Roach 

GORDON  DOUGLAS  handed  long-term  direct- 
ing contract. 

— Edward  Small 

CLAYTON  MOORE  signs  term  acting  contract. 
He  -w'as  previously  known  as  Jack  Carlton. 

— Universal 

F.  SCOTT  FITZGERALD  signs  one-picture  writ- 
ing deal. 

— Walter  M'anger 

MERRITT  GERSTAD,  cameraman,  hed  for  an- 
other term. 

— Warner  Bros, 

EDGAR  ALLEN  POE,  great-grand  nephew  of 
the  poet,  signs  as  technical  adviser  on  the  story  of 
his  ancestor’s  life. 

MICHAEL  HOGAN  joins  writing  staff.  He  will 
script  “Villa  on  the  Hill,”  from  W.  Somerset 
Maugham’s  original. 

BERT  TEITLEBAUM,  head  of  art  department, 
set  for  another  year. 

EDDIE  ALBERT  handed  new  term  acting 
ticket. 

MARIS  WRIXON,  actress,  set  for  another  year. 


Two  Literary  Properties 
Acquired  by  Columbia 

“Angela  Is  Twenty-Two,”  a Sinclair 
Lewis  play,  and  “For  All  of  Our  Lives,”  a 
novel  by  Ursula  Parrott,  have  been  ac- 
quired by  Columbia  Pictures  for  early  pro- 
duction. The  novel  will  also  be  presented 
as  a play  in  the  fall. 

Jack  Skirball,  in  association  with  John 
■Wildberg  will  supervise  production  of  these 
pictures. 


More  Space  lor  Chaplin 
Outdoor  Sequences 

For  the  construction  of  outdoor  sets, 
Charles  Chaplin  has  purchased  several 
acres  in  San  Fernando  Valley  from  the 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System.  The  land 
was  formerly  used  for  the  transmitter  of 
Station  KNX  before  a new  transmitter  was 
constructed  near  Torrence. 


STORY  BUYS 


— Metro 

"I  Married  an  Angel,”  Broadway  musical,  as 
a co-starring  vehice  for  Nelson  Eddy  and  Jeanette 
MacDonald.  Hunt  Stromberg  will  produce.  The 
stage  show  was  written  by  Richard  Rodgers  and 
Lorenz  Hart. 

— United  Artists 

"Sweetheart  of  Turret  One,”  a navy  story  by 
Lieut.-Com.  Frank  Wead,  to  Samuel  Goldwyn,  who 
has  scheduled  it  for  late  fall  production.  Andrea 
Leeds,  Jon  Hall  and  Alan  Baldwin  will  have  top 
roles.  Navy  cooperation  has  been  assured. 

— Warner  Bros. 

"Sabotage  in  the  Air,”  by  Leonard  Levinson. 
Dealing  with  efforts  of  foreign  agents  to  cripple 
American  airplane  manufacture,  it  will  feature 
John  Payne,  Gloria  Dickson,  Ronald  Reagan,  Den- 
nis Morgan  and  Eddie  Foy  jr. 
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"Swanee  River"  Location 
Unit  Exceeds  Hundred 

Headed  by  Director  Sidney  Lanfield,  Don 
Ameche  and  Andrea  Leeds,  a location  unit 
for  20th  Century-Fox’s  “Swanee  River” 
will  train  out  August  27  for  the  Sacra- 
mento River  valley  to  pick  up  exterior 
shots.  More  than  100  players  and  tech- 
nicians will  be  in  the  party.  Kenneth 
Macgowan  is  producing. 


New  "Quo  Vadis"  to  Star 
Taylor  a Metro  Plan 

Metro  has  announced  plans  to  re-make 
“Quo  Vadis,”  first  made  in  Italy  as  a silent, 
with  Robert  Taylor  in  one  of  the  top  roles 
and  Hunt  Stromberg  producing.  Howard 
Estabrook  has  been  assigned  to  the  script 
and  will  assist  in  production. 


George  Nichols  Jr.  to  Meg 
"Anne  of  Windy  Poplars" 

RKO  Radio  has  signed  George  Nichols 
jr.  to  direct  “Anne  of  Windy  Poplars,”  the 
Anne  Shirley  starrer.  He  replaces  Garson 
Kanin,  suspended  for  refusing  to  accept 
the  assignment. 


Jack  Holt's  Next 

Jack  Holt’s  next  starring  vehicle  for 
Columbia  release,  to  be  produced  by  Larry 
Darmour,  will  be  “Illicit  Cargo.”  Script 
is  being  written  by  Albert  DeMond  from 
an  original  by  him  and  Eric  Taylor.  Pic- 
ture roUs  in  three  weeks  with  Lewis  D. 
Collins  directing. 


Ray  Taylor  Assigned 

Ray  Taylor  will  direct  Universal’s  “The 
Galloping  Kid,”  fourth  in  the  Johnny 
Mack  Brown  western  series.  Picture  gets 
underway  immediately  with  Bob  Baker 
topping  the  supporting  cast. 


Beaudine  to  "Jones" 

William  Beaudine  draws  “The  Jones 
Family  at  the  World’s  Fair”  as  his  next 
directorial  assignment  at  20th  Century- 
Fox.  He  relinquished  “The  Simple  Life” 
to  Eugene  Forde  because  of  illness. 


Helms  Towne-Baker  First 

Tay  Garnett  has  been  signed  to  direct 
“African  Intrigue”  for  Gene  Towne  and 
Graham  Baker  of  The  Play’s  the  Thing 
Productions.  Film  will  be  their  initialer 
for  RKO  Radio  release. 


Noel  Smith  Has  Series  Chore 

Noel  Smith  will  direct  “Uncle  Sam 
Awakens,”  next  in  the  “Secret  Service” 
series,  for  Warner.  Ronald  Reagan  will 
feature. 


Cabarme  to  Direct  Arlen 

Christy  Cabanne  has  been  signed  to  di- 
rect “The  Legion  of  Lost  Flyers,”  third  in 
the  Richard  Arlen-Andy  Devine  action 
series  at  Universal. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


CONSPIRACY  (RKO)— There  is  a slight  pos- 
sibility this  may  get  by  as  filler  material 
in  remote  exhibition  situations,  but  audi- 
ences generally  won't  be  inclined  to  ac- 
cept such  a wild  and  woolly  story  of  in- 
ternational intrigue,  which  does  not  mea- 
sure up  to  program  standards  in  any  re- 
spect. Allan  Lane  and  Linda  Hayes  top  a 
second-rate  cast.  Lew  Landers  direction  is 
spotty. 

FIGHTING  GRINGO,  THE  (RKO)— Gun-toting 
George  O’Brien  and  his  brave  buckaroos 
follow  the  prescribed  ritual  in  outsmarting 
the  villain  and  bringing  justice  to  the 
range.  Formula  western  with  slight  garnish- 
ment of  Spanish  sauce.  Will  please  the 
fans  who  like  to  see  everybody  killed  but 
the  cameraman.  Bert  Gilroy  produced; 
David  Howard  directed. 

STOP,  LOOK  AND  LOVE  (20th-Fox)— Average 
audiences  won't  need  coaxing  to  get  a lift 
from  this  wholly  delightful  domestic  com- 
edy. It's  an  easy-going,  almost  lacka- 
daisical account  of  a small-town  family. 
Cast,  not  top-notch,  but  good  troupers  in 
William  Frawley  and  Minna  Gombell.  Jean 
Rogers,  Eddie  Collins  and  Robert  Kellard 
fit  their  assignments  like  a glove.  Direction 
by  Otto  Brower  is  spirited. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Another  Inactive  Week 
Goes  on  GN's  Record 

Grand  National  marked  up  another  week 
of  inactivity.  President  E.  W.  Hammons, 
slated  to  visit  from  New  York  some  time 
this  month,  so  far  has  failed  to  put  in  an 
appearance,  with  attaches  here  declaring 
the  date  of  his  arrival  is  uncertain.  Pine 
Arts  Pictures,  on-again-off-again  GN  af- 
filiate, is  still  busying  itself  with  retakes 
on  “Isle  of  Destiny,”  first  in  a series  to  be 
filmed  in  Cosmocolor,  with  no  release  set. 
Possibility  of  a GN-FA  revival  is  expected 
to  be  discussed  by  Hammons  with  Prank- 
lyn  Warner,  PA  president,  when  the 
former  checks  in  from  the  east. 

Jack  Skirball,  former  GN  production 
head,  now  chief  of  Arcadia  Pictures,  has 
extended  his  New  York  stay,  having  trav- 
eled east  to  set  details  of  a production 
deal  with  John  Wildberg,  Broadway  im- 
presario. 


Sherman's  Next  Titled 

“Riders  of  the  Panamints”  has  been  set 
as  the  title  of  Harry  Sherman’s  next  Para- 
mount production.  It  goes  into  work  fol- 
lowing completion  of  “Knights  of  the 
Range.” 


Spanish  Edition  'Rebecca' 
Provided  for  Students 

Bill  Hebert,  Selznick  International  pub- 
licity director,  has  effected  a tieup  with 
book  cataloguers  whereby  the  Spanish 
edition  of  “Rebecca”  will  be  offered  to  all 
classes  and  students  of  that  language  in 
American  schools  and  colleges.  S-I  is 
producing  the  film  version  of  the 
Daphne  duMaurier  novel. 

Harry  Joe  Brown  to  Film 
Power-Darnell  Picture 

Harry  Joe  Brown  has  been  assigned  to 
produce  “Daytime  Wife,”  co-starring  Ty- 
rone Power  and  Linda  Darnell,  at  20th 
Century-Pox.  Picture  supplants  “Johnny 
Apollo”  on  Power’s  schedule,  the  latter  film 
having  been  pushed  back  because  of  cast- 
ing difficulties. 


Heisler  to  Paramount 

Stuart  Heisler,  unit  director  for  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn.  has  been  loaned  to  Para- 
mount to  direct  “The  Biscuit  Eater,”  a 
Jack  Moss  production.  Hugh  Bennett, 
originally  slated  to  direct,  instead  will 
handle  “Crime  Pile,”  also  to  be  made  by 
Moss. 


Cummings'  Next  Set 

Irving  Cummings’  next  20th  Century- 
Pox  directorial  assignment  will  be  “Every- 
thing Happens  at  Night,”  the  Sonja  Henie 
starrer.  He  originally  was  slated  to  pilot 
“Johnny  Apollo,”  starring  Tyrone  Power, 
which  has  been  postponed. 


"Creepers"  to  MacDonald 

Republic  has  signed  Frank  MacDonald 
to  direct  “Jeepers  Creepers,”  featuring  the 
Weaver  Brothers  and  Elviry.  The  hillbilly 
musical  will  be  produced  by  Armand 
Schaefer. 


To  Direct  "Boggs" 

Dudley  Murphy  has  been  signed  to  direct 
“Abraham  Lincoln  Boggs”  for  Republic. 
Featuring  Edward  Ellis  and  Anita  Louise, 
the  feature  gets  underway  August  29  from 
an  original  story  by  Harry  Hamilton. 


Gets  "Tenderloin" 

Paramount  has  assigned  Harlan  Thomp- 
son to  produce  “Tenderloin,”  co-starring 
Fred  MacMurray  and  Dorothy  Lamour. 
William  Hurlbut  is  writing  the  script  from 
an  original  by  Howard  Emmett  Rogers. 


"Chan  in  Panama"  Slated 

Next  in  20th  Century-Fox’s  “Chan” 
series  will  be  “Charlie  Chan  in  Panama.” 
David  Hempstead  produces  for  the  Sol 
Wurtzel  unit. 


Sanders  in  Si's  “Rebecca" 

Selznick  International  has  borrowed 
George  Sanders  from  RKO  for  one  of  the 
featured  roles  in  “Rebecca.” 
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The  Chief  Presents  the  Prizes — 

In  Los  Angeles  to  distribute  prizes  to  Fox  West  Coast  Theatres  personnel 
for  their  work  in  the  Skouras  Showmanship  Drive,  Spyros  Skouras,  presi- 
dent of  National  Theatres,  Inc.,  poses  (above)  with  Charles  Skouras,  right, 
winner  of  the  division  topflight  prize,  and  Arch  Bowles,  left,  FWC  north- 
ern division  supervisor.  Below,  Skouras  with  some  of  the  principal  jvinners. 
Left  to  right:  Bryon  Ward,  manager  of  the  Long  Beach  at  Long  Beach, 
Class  F.  winner;  Bruce  Fowler,  Four  Star,  Los  Angeles,  Class  A winner; 

B.  V.  Sturdivant,  southern  California  district  manager,  first  district  winner; 
Skouras;  Sidney  Pink,  California  Theatre,  Pomona,  Class  E winner,  and 

C.  E.  MacDonald,  United  Artists  Theatre,  Berkeley,  Class  B winner. 


"Sudan"  Northwest  Rights 
To  Jones  and  Hudson 

Los  Angeles — Word  has  been  received 
from  Mitchell  Leichter,  currently  travel- 
ing through  the  territory,  that  he  has  sold 
distribution  rights  to  “Sudan,”  exploita- 
tion feature,  in  the  northwest  to  Jesse  E. 
Jones  and  Ed  Hudson,  exchange  operators 
in  Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle,  Wash.,  and 
Idaho. 

Leichter,  who  has  acquired  six  more 
features  for  distribution  during  the  1940- 
41  season,  has  closed  all  the  western  ter- 
ritory for  “Sudan,”  he  reports,  and  is  now 
swinging  east  to  Denver,  Dallas  and  other 
key  cities. 


Closes  Glendale  for  Repairs 

Glendale,  Cal. — The  Glendale  Theatre, 
owned  by  E.  D.  Harris,  has  closed  for  ex- 
tensive alterations  and  remodeling.  It 
will  be  reopened  in  six  weeks 


Roesner  Annexes  Seattle 
Unit  Making  Total  of  7 

San  Francisco  — The  Herbert  Roesner 
Co.  here,  has  just  announced  the  addition 
of  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  in  Seattle  to 
his  string  now  numbering  seven  theatres. 
After  a slight  remodeling  job  the  house  will 
reopen  September  3.  Doc  Howe,  formerly 
of  the  Roesner  Esquire  Theatre  in  Port- 
land, will  be  the  manager  of  the  newly- 
acquired  house. 


Pedestrian  Sues  Frisco 
Theatre  for  "Fall" 

San  Francisco — Aaron  Goldberg  is  be- 
ing sued  for  $2,000  on  charges  by  a pedes- 
trian that  he  fell  in  front  of  the  Goldberg 
Circle  Theatre  here  recently  while  walking. 
The  accident  is  reported  as  not  being  due 
to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Circle 
employes. 


Skouras  Distributes 
$12,600  for  FWC 

Los  Angeles — With  nearly  250  Fox  West 
Coast  division,  district  and  house  man- 
agers, bookers,  homeoffice  executives  and 
circuit  partners  attending.  President  Spy- 
ros Skouras  of  National  Theatres  dis- 
tributed $12,600  in  awards  for  achieve- 
ments by  FWC  personnel  in  the  annual 
Spyros  Skouras  showmanship  drive  which 
concluded  last  month.  The  one-day  ses- 
sion was  the  last  of  five  conducted  by 
Skouras  in  each  of  NT’s  five  subsidiary 
circuits  throughout  the  country. 

At  the  same  time  Skouras  and  Arch 
Bowles,  FWC’s  northern  division  manager, 
discussed  details  of  a new  drive,  to  be 
known  as  the  Fourth  National  Theatres 
Contest,  which  will  be  launched  Labor  Day 
and  continue  until  December  24. 

The  NT  president,  commenting  on  the 
company’s  financial  stability,  declared 
there  is  a $5,000,000  cash  reserve  on  hand, 
as  compared  with  only  $800,000  six  years 
ago.  He  reported  NT’s  grosses  were  ap- 
proximately 15  per  cent  ahead  of  any 
other  national  circuit,  although  its  reve- 
nue for  the  first  six  months  of  1939  was 
some  $150,000  under  the  figures  for  the 
previous  six  months. 

Charles  P.  Skouras,  FWC  president, 
cited  the  fact  that  the  local  circuit,  com- 
prising houses  in  California,  Montana  and 
Arizona,  contributes  87  per  cent  of  NT’s 
total  income. 

Among  the  more  important  winners: 

District  winners — B.  V.  Sturdivant,  first 
place,  $1,000;  Cullen  Espy,  third,  $850; 
George  Bowser,  fifth,  $600;  Dick  Spier, 
tenth,  $325. 

Theatre  managers — Bruce  Fowler,  Four 
Star  Theatre,  a Class  A house,  first  prize 
of  $400;  Sidney  Pink,  California,  Pomona, 
Class  E,  first  prize,  $200.  Max  'Trumpower 
of  the  Beverly  in  Beverly  Hills,  placed 
sixth  in  the  Class  B division  to  win  $50. 
A1  Hayne  of  the  Boulevard  finished  third 
in  the  Class  C race  and  was  awarded  $150. 
Fifth  spot  in  the  Class  D bracket  went  to 
Roy  Evans  of  the  Highland,  winning  $100. 
Tom  Muchmore,  Apollo  Theatre,  Holly- 
wood, placed  ninth  in  Class  E to  win  $50. 
Ernest  Sloan  of  the  Arroyo,  a Class  F 
house,  took  third  place  and  a $100  award. 

Bookers — Lee  Wentz,  district  2,  first 
place,  $250;  Charles  Piercey,  district  1, 
third  place,  $150. 

Other  lesser  awards,  including  cash,  sil- 
ver plaques  and  certificates,  went  to  near- 
ly 200  other  members  of  the  FWC  per- 
sonnel. 


Remodel  Oakland  Plaza, 
Frisco  Roosevelt  Later 

San  Francisco — The  Plaza  Theatre  in 
Oakland,  which  has  just  changed  owner- 
ship, is  going  under  intensive  alterations 
before  being  opened.  The  Roosevelt,  re- 
cently taken  over  and  which  will  be  re- 
opened by  M.  Michel,  will  undergo  $50,- 
000  worth  of  revamping.  Michel  was  for- 
merly operator  of  the  Larkin  here. 
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At  the  Fox  Rocky  Mountain  Meet — 

Photo  of  the  annual  convention  in  Denver  of  managers  aiid  Denver  head- 
quarters men  of  the  Fox  IntermouJitain  division,  presided  over  by  Rick 
Ricketson,  division  manager,  and  attended  by  Spyros  Skouras,  head  of  Na- 
tional Theatres.  At  the  speakers’  table  are,  left  to  right.  Bill  Steege,  mana- 
ger Montana  district;  Harry  Huffman,  Denver  city  manager;  Skouras, 
shaking  hands  with  Steege;  Ricketson;  Fred  Glass,  manager  Salt  Lake 
City  district;  Robert  Garland,  southern  district  manager,  and  Ray  Davis, 
northern  district  manager. 


J^OBERT  W.  SELIG,  who  put  over  the 
foreign  film  policy  at  the  Hiawatha 
Theatre,  has  finished  his  job  there  and 
has  been  promoted  to  the  newly-created 
position  of  exploitation  manager  of  the 
Fox  Intermountain  division,  according  to 
an  announcement  by  Rick  Ricketson,  di- 
vision manager.  Charles  Lowen,  assistant 
at  the  Tabor  and  formerly  assistant  at 
the  Hiawatha,  will  manage  the  Hiawatha. 
Tom  Sutton,  assistant  at  the  Hiawatha, 
moves  to  the  Aladdin  in  the  same  capacity. 

Other  Fox  circuit  changes  in  the  terri- 
tory include  the  moving  of  Charles  More- 
head,  formerly  at  Beatrice,  Neb.,  to  Fort 
Collins,  Colo.,  as  city  manager,  succeed- 
ing Lloyd  Boreing  who  goes  to  Pocatello, 
Ida.,  as  assistant  manager.  Robert  Both- 
well  goes  from  Pocatello,  Ida.,  to  Helena, 
Mont.,  as  assistant  manager;  Otto  Bar- 
tusch  moves  from  Laramie,  Wyo,  to  Sterl- 
ing, Colo.,  succeeding  Bob  Penner,  named 
city  manager  at  Alliance,  Neb.  John  Phil- 
lips transfers  from  Sheridan,  Wyo.,  to 
Laramie,  Wyo.,  as  assistant  manager. 

Rev.  O.  Martorell,  San  Luis,  is  reopen- 
ing his  circuit  of  five  towns  for  the  fall 
and  winter.  He  shows  with  portable  equip- 
ment in  Capulin,  San  Luis,  San  Pedro,  Ft. 
Garland  and  Chama,  all  in  Colorado  . . . 
Coppell  Amusement  Co.,  distributor  of 
Mexican  and  Spanish  films,  has  taken  of- 
fice on  Filmrow  at  828  21st  St. 

Church  & Co.,  business  opportunities 
brokers,  bid  in  the  Palace  Theatre  when 
it  was  put  up  at  auction  to  satisfy  paper 
they  held  on  the  house.  It’s  a dime  grind, 
and  the  owner,  Paul  Happen,  had  sold  it 
several  months  ago,  but  took  it  back  re- 
cently. C.  A.  Muloek  is  continuing  as  man- 
ger . . . Nat  Wolfe  flew  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
last  week  in  an  effort  to  see  his  mother 
before  she  died,  but  was  several  hours  too 
late. 

Earl  Collins,  United  Artists  exchange 
manager,  was  in  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  confer- 
ring with  Charles  Klein  and  John  Bertolero 
of  the  Black  Hills  Amusement  Co.  . . . 
Charles  Smith  of  the  Clarks  Poster  Ex- 
change, Oklahoma  City,  and  Jas.  Creel, 
Tulsa  exhibitor,  spent  part  of  their  vaca- 
tion here  . . . George  Kerer  of  Premier 
exchange  has  taken  over  “Sinful  Souls”  for 
this  territory. 

Esther  Hood  has  moved  from  the  National 
Screen  Service  to  the  job  as  secretary  at 
the  Grand  National  Exchange,  succeed- 
ing Francis  Stoddard,  who  goes  to  Otis 
& Co.  Anne  Rossi  leaves  National  Screen 
to  go  to  Gibralter  Enterprises  . . . J.  H. 
Cooper  and  L.  L.  Dent,  N.  Y.,  and  Dallas, 
who  are  competitors  in  theatres  in  sev- 
eral Colorado  towns,  were  here  confer- 
ring with  their  managers — Cooper  with 
Louis  Finske  in  Denver,  and  Dent  with 
Larry  Starsmore  at  Colorado  Springs  . . . 
Willis  Kent  was  here  with  his  film,  “Mad 
Youth,”  which  was  showing  at  the  Colo- 
rado. 


Buy  Casino  From  Tapscott 

Los  Angeles — Mac  Sinift  and  “Pilk”  Pil- 
kington  have  purchased  the  Casino  Thea- 
tre from  Fred  Tapscott. 


Screen  Club  Outing 
Draws  Over  300 

Denver — More  than  300  attended  the 
annual  picnic  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Screen  Club  held  at  Eddie  Ott’s  club  at 
Evergreen,  Colo.,  40  miles  in  the  moim- 
tains,  with  45  entering  the  golf  tourna- 
ment held  on  the  Evergreen  golf  course 
nearby.  More  than  50  competed  in  the 
horseshoe  tournament.  The  ladies  held  a 
bridge  tournament  in  the  afternoon.  A 
banquet  and  dancing  occupied  the  evening. 

The  affair  was  the  best  the  club  has 
held,  with  the  committees  doing  their  jobs 
in  tip-top  fashion. 

Lon  Fidler,  Monogram  exchange  man- 
ager, copped  the  loving  cup  for  first  prize 
in  the  top  flight  of  the  golf  tournament, 
with  Walter  and  Gus  Ibold,  brothers,  com- 
ing in  second  and  third.  Other  flight  win- 
ners were  Bob  Ryan,  George  Tawson  and 
Howard  Metzger.  Florence  Chamberlain 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Roberts  won  first  and 
second  in  the  ladies’  division 

With  more  than  50  to  be  eliminated  in 
the  horseshoe  tournament  Jack  Langan, 
Universal  exchange  manager,  and  Bill 
Agren,  Fox  city  booker,  fought  it  out  for 
first  and  second,  with  Langan  winning. 
Interest  in  this  tournament  was  so  strong 
that  at  times  eight  teams  were  going  at 
once 

In  the  flycasting,  darkhorses  won  first 
and  second.  A1  Kerer,  of  the  Princess  The- 
atre, Ogalala,  Neb.,  won  first  with  Claude 
Graves,  Corobado  Theatre,  Albuquerque, 
N.  M.,  taking  second.  To  win  these 
places  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  beat 
such  local  experts  as  Joe  Ashby,  R.  J. 
Morrison  and  J.  J.  (Jap)  Morgan. 

In  contract  bridge  Mrs.  Zekman  won 
first  with  Mrs.  Fred  Brown  taking  the 
consolation  prize.  In  auction  Miss  Jean 
Spalen  won  first  with  the  consolation  prize 
going  to  Miss  Mary  Musser. 

It  was  hard  work  that  won  the  rope- 
jumping contest  for  Mrs.  Frank  Roberts, 


Patriotic  Service  of 
Theatre  Stressed 

Denver — Declaring  that  America  wants 
no  foreign  isms,  Spyros  Skouras,  head  of 
National  Theatres  Corp.,  praised  the  the- 
atre as  the  most  potent  agency  there  is  to 
instill  patriotism  and  love  of  country  into 
citizens  of  the  U.  S. 

Skouras  was  in  Denver  attending  the 
opening  sessions  of  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Fox  Intermountain  division,  at 
which  Rick  Ricketson,  manager,  presided. 
Skouras  spoke  to  the  managers  on  the 
topics  of  better  theatre  management  and 
better  service  to  the  public,  attuning  his 
talk  to  the  theme  of  the  convention — 
“How  to  Sell  Tickets.”  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  talk  the  managers  presented 
Skouras  with  a combination  watch  and 
currency  holder.  He  left  after  the  open- 
ing day  for  Seattle  to  attend  a similar 
meeting. 

The  convention  lasted  three  days,  and 
was  held  at  the  Brown  Palace  Hotel. 
Ricketson  was  host  to  200  at  a luncheon 
at  Cosmopolitan  Hotel  in  honor  of  Skouras. 

District  meetings  were  held  on  the  clos- 
ing day. 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  about  75 
managers  and  members  of  the  Denver 
headquarters. 


Degner  Buys  Bayshore  Theatre 
San  Francisco — R.  E.  Degner  of  Winters, 
has  bought  the  Bayshore  Theatre  from 
Vera  Del  Monte. 


Far  East  Representative  Here 

Del  Goodman,  Far  East  representative 
for  20th  Century-Fox,  is  in  Hollywood  for 
about  a week. 


who  did  114  skips. 

And  the  exhibitors  won  the  solfball  game. 
But  no  figures  are  available,  with  the  score- 
keeper  getting  tired  after  a few  innings. 
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Denver  Group  Raps  Neely  Bill; 
Urges  Deathknell  in  House 


Denver — Declaring  that  the  Neely  anti- 
block booking  bill  due  to  come  before 
the  House  next  session  would  work  “un- 
surmountable  hardships”  on  individual 
theatre  owners,  the  sixth  annual  meeting 
of  the  Gibralter  Enterprises,  Inc.,  direc- 
tors and  managers  here  urged  that  the  in- 
dustry measure  be  killed. 

Appearance  of  screen  stars  on  radio 
programs  and  derogatory  activities  of  cer- 
tain radio  commentators  were  decried. 
The  directors  will  present  their  protests 
to  producers  and  distributors. 

Holding  its  convention  shortly  before 
the  department  of  justice  condemned  the 
trade  practice  code,  the  39-theatre  or- 
ganization representatives  agreed  a self- 
regulating plan  was  necessary,  but  de- 
clared that  only  fair  rules  governing  arbi- 
tration would  ever  be  accepted  by  the 
strictly  independent  theatre  owners. 

Film  companies  were  urged  to  have  ex- 
tra proofs  of  mats  printed  apart  from 
pressbooks  on  the  ground  it  would  be  econ- 
omy for  the  theatres,  contending  many 
houses  could  thereby  get  along  with  fewer 
pressbooks. 

Officers  elected  for  the  year  include 
the  re-election  of  Charles  R.  Gilmour. 
Denver,  as  president;  E.  John  Greer,  Santa 
Fe,  N.  M.,  chairman  of  the  board  and 
treasurer;  Everett  Cole,  Alamosa,  Colo., 
secretary.  E.  J.  Schulte,  Casper,  Wyo., 
E.  W.  Ward,  Silver  City,  N.  M.;  T.  F. 
Murphy,  Raton,  N.  M.;  and  W.  H.  Osten- 
berg,  Scottsbluff,  Neb.,  as  vice-president. 
The  only  member  of  the  company  not 


gUSIEST  man  in  Portland  the  first  day 
of  the  Oregon  motion  picture  golf 
tournament  at  the  Portland  Golf  Club  was 
Ted  Gamble  who  ran  himself  ragged 
hunting  up  talent  for  the  floor  show  the 
second  day  of  the  affair  . . . Condemnation 
of  “Golgotha,”  film  of  the  story  of  the 
life  of  Christ,  was  protested  to  the  city 
council  in  an  appeal  taken  from  the  mu- 
nicipal censor  board  by  Screen  Addettes, 
Inc.,  through  George  A.  Bronaugh,  secre- 
tary. 


Henry  Pincus,  brother  of  Charles  Pin- 
cus,  manager  of  the  Paramount  Theatre 
in  the  days  when  that  house  was  known 
as  the  Portland  and  at  present  in  Salt 
Lake  City  still  a theatre  manager,  has 
taken  over  the  managerial  job  of  Herb 
Rosener’s  Esquire  Theatre.  M.  D.  “Doc” 
Howe  has  gone  to  Seattle  to  manage  Rose- 
ner’s Metropolitan  and  to  organize  a 
branch  exchange  for  Washington  and 
Alaska  for  foreign  films  of  his  firm.  Pin- 
cus has  been  in  Portland  before,  coming 
here  with  “The  Drunkard”  company  at 
the  Paramount  Theatre  several  years 
back.  His  most  recent  theatre  manage- 
ment was  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
went  a year  ago  after  four  years  work  in 
Los  Angeles  and  two  in  San  Francisco. 


present  was  Nathan  Salmon,  Santa  Fe, 
N.  M. 

The  meeting  of  the  managers  was  unique 
in  that  the  entire  meeting  of  the  man- 
agers at  which  were  discussed  funda- 
mentals of  theatre  operation,  product  and 
all  things  to  do  with  patron  comfort  and 
satisfaction,  were  discussed  by  the  man- 
agers themselves,  the  executive  directors 
attending  only  one  meeting  for  a very  short 
time. 

Having  the  managers  conduct  their  own 
meeting  was  in  the  nature  of  an  experi- 
ment. After  the  meetings  were  over  a 
resume  was  handed  the  directors  and  the 
managers  were  praised  for  the  efficiency 
and  thoroughness  with  which  they  handled 
the  problems.  The  committee  having 
charge  of  the  meetings,  and  their  sub- 
jects, were  C.  H.  Childley,  Casper,  Wyo., 
T.  W.  Tliompson,  Loveland,  Colo.,  “Fun- 
damentals of  Theatre  Management”;  W. 
C.  Boston,  Scottsbluff,  Neb.,  “Advertising 
and  Publicity”;  and  Fred  Knill,  Denver, 
head  booker,  who  discussed  the  coming 
product. 

At  the  first  meeting  in  1934  there  were 
but  13  managers  present.  The  39  this 
year  is  an  indication  of  how  this  company 
has  grown  in  six  years.  Organized  by 
Charles  Gilmour,  former  WB-FN  exchange 
manager  in  Denver,  the  other  members 
are  the  officers  and  directors  named  above, 
all  well-known  and  longtime  theatre  op- 
erators of  the  Denver  exchange  area. 

Plans  were  also  discussed  for  the  Great- 
er Show  Season,  to  start  October  1. 


Jack  K.  Sampson  of  John  Danz’  Sterling 
theatres  in  Seattle,  was  a Portland  visitor 
making  arrangements  for  the  opening  of 
the  Orpheum  . . . Universal  took  over  the 
State  Theatre  for  a preview  of  “The 
Under-Pup”  . . . George  Roy  and  son  had  a 
big  opening  of  their  State  Theatre  in  Eu- 
gene after  a complete  remodeling.  It 
marked  their  tenth  anniversary  in  the 
show  business. 

Change  in  the  ordinance  governing  the 
motion  picture  censor  board  to  permit  the 
board  to  designate  the  place  at  which 
films  must  be  viewed  has  been  proposed  to 
the  city  council  by  Mayor  Joseph  K.  Car- 
son  jr.  Pictures  generally  have  been  viewed 
at  one  exchange,  but  the  question  recently 
was  raised  as  to  the  board’s  right  to  in- 
sist on  his.  The  board  held  it  could  not 
afford  the  time  to  run  around  from  place 
to  place  to  see  pictures.  The  amendment 
proposed  by  the  mayor  allows  the  board 
24  hours  instead  of  12  in  which  to  view  a 
picture  after  an  exhibitor  has  asked  for  the 
viewing. 


Lathrops  Assisting  Wilkens 
Oakdale,  Cal. — Maurice  and  John  Lath- 
rop  have  been  employed  by  Alfred  Wilkens 
to  assist  him  in  the  operation  of  his  re- 
cently acquired  Oakdale  Theatre. 


'^ALLY  FEAHAN  of  the  Sonney-Maple 
Attractions  is  in  Klamath  Falls  and 
northern  territories  with  the  picture 
“Slaves  in  Bondage”  . . . J.  P.  Saul  will 
take  a short  vacation  soon  . . . Herbert 
Roesner  is  back  in  town  after  a trip  north 
. . . Douglas  Hardy  of  the  Harvey  Thea- 
tres in  Menlo  Park  and  Mayfield  was 
shifted  to  McCloud. 

Rowland  Lloyd  of  the  Roesner  Vogue 
Theatre  in  Kansas  City,  made  a hurried 
trip  to  Portland,  Ore.  He  is  now  back  at 
the  Vogue  . . . Henry  Pincus  will  replace 
Doc  Howe  in  the  Portland  Esquire  Thea- 
tre, also  operated  by  Roesner  . . . Joe 
Blumenfeld,  Sam  C.  Levin,  John  Gilboy, 
George  Nasser,  and  Frank  Martinelli,  all 
embarked  on  Gilboy’s  yacht  for  a trip  to 
Ensanada  for  a bit  of  fishing.  All  are  local 
theatre  men  with  the  exception  of  Marti- 
nelli and  Gilboy.  Martinelli  is  connected 
with  the  Bal  Tavern,  a local  niterie  here, 
and  Gilboy  is  head  of  the  Gilboy  Trans- 
portation Service. 

A number  of  Aaron  Goldberg’s  crew 
soon  will  be  in  vacationland.  Among  those 
who  will  embark  soon  are  Paul  Jenners, 
manager  of  the  Silver  Palace;  Maxine 
Pons  of  the  Peerless  and  Ruth  Washer, 
“Goldberg’s  Gal  Friday,”  who  will  entrain 
for  Oregon  . . . Red  Gallagher  of  the  Ma- 
dera Theatre  in  Madera,  Cal.,  was  here  on 
the  Row  . . . Ditto  Bill  Del  Monte  of  the 
Bayshore  Theatre  here  . . . John  Di  Staccio 
is  here  vacationing  . . . Joan  Mills  of  Har- 
vey Amusement’s  San  Francisco  office, 
has  just  returned  from  a trip  to  Honolulu 
after  a three-month  stay  there.  Joan  at 
one  time  resided  in  Honolulu. 

Birthday  greetings  to:  Dot  Gottfred, 
Tommy  Broxholm,  Betty  Beasley,  and 
Maude  Harvey,  all  of  the  Harvey  Circuit 
...  Ed  Coffey  of  Santa  Clara  will  take  his 
crew  on  a picnic  . . . The  Harveys  are 
planning  a Hallowe’en  party  for  their  em- 
ployes . . . Harvey  Udell  of  the  Lux  Thea- 
tre on  Treasure  Island  is  to  become  a proud 
papa  soon. 

San  Francisco  Street  Scene:  Dick  Pol- 
lock of  the  Playhouse  Theatre  in  Calis- 
toga,  in  town  with  the  missus  ...  A.  Mc- 
Pherson of  Yearington,  Nev.,  also  visiting 
along  the  Row  . . . Dan  Nunan  of  'Turlock 
also  was  seen  around  the  exchanges  . . . 
Harry  Oastler  of  Winnamucka,  Nev.,  was 
here  on  one  of  his  scarce  visits  and  suc- 
ceeded in  seeing  his  friends  on  the  Row 
. . . Bill  Heineman  and  A1  O’Keefe  of  Uni- 
versal looking  in  on  their  domain. 

Warner  is  celebrating  Bookers  Month  . . . 
L.  Reese  of  Lakeport,  also  was  here  telling 
of  building  homes  in  addition  to  running 
his  theatre  . . . Happy  De  Martini,  Repub- 
lic secretary,  is  vacationing  in  Oregon  . . . 
Seems  as  if  Oregon  was  vacationing  here 
and  localites  were  vacationing  in  Oregon 
. . . California  and  Oregon  must  have  fine 
publicists  . . . Nell  Warner  of  Republic, 
says  that  the  password  with  Rose  Smith  of 
Republic,  is  “What  about  the  cow?”  . . . 
J.  Leslie  Jacobs  vacationing  . . . Ditto  I. 
Feder,  manager  of  the  Golden  Gate  build- 
ing . . . J.  Muraki  of  the  Mission  Theatre 
in  Sacramento,  was  here  visiting  the  West- 
ern Poster  Supply  Co. 
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7 Unions  in  Seattle 
Ask  Carnival  Ban 

Seattle  — Seven  unions  composing  the 
Theatrical  Federation  have  asked  the  city 
council  to  ban  carnivals  from  the  city. 

The  council  received  a letter  from  Basil 
Gray,  business  agent  for  the  Stage  Em- 
ployes union,  who  represented  the  federa- 
tion, which  is  made  up  of  all  theatre  em- 
ployes. 

The  letter  said  the  theatre  industry  here 
has  a quarter-million-dollar  payroll,  hires 
all  union  help  and  promotes  first  class 
entertainment. 

The  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners  of 
Washington,  through  its  executive  secre- 
tary, Jim  Hone,  are  also  on  re.cord  as 
against  carnivals  being  allowed  to  enter 
Seattle. 


Stage  Employes  Union  Head 
Back  From  Great  Falls 

Seattle  — Charles  Crickmore,  president 
of  Stage  Employes  union,  local  15,  is  back 
from  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  having  been  in 
that  city  representing  his  international  or- 
ganization during  a controversy  with  the 
theatre  owners.  Crickmore  was  ordered  to 
Great  Falls  by  the  international  and  will 
now  proceed  to  Portland,  Ore.,  to  sit  in 
on  the  meetings  between  the  theatre  own- 
ers and  employes  now  getting  together  to 
settle  new  contract  demands  for  the  com- 
ing season. 

Preliminary  negotiations  on  new  agree- 
ments affecting  Seattle  theatres  have  been 
started  by  operators  and  the  Seattle  The- 
atrical Federation.  New  contracts  were 
sent  operators  earlier  this  month.  Cur- 
rent agreements  expire  September  1.  Un- 
ions seek  an  increase  in  pay  in  some 
brackets,  with  all  seeking  two  weeks’  va- 
cation with  pay. 

Bowman  and  Kaplan  to 
Open  Towne  Aug,  30 

Bell,  Cal. — The  new  Towne  Theatre,  a 
650-seat  house,  will  open  August  30.  It 
is  owned  and  was  built  by  A1  Bowman  and 
M.  Kaplan. 


Construction  Started  on 
Alto  for  Cabart  Chain 
Los  Angeles — Construction  has  begun 
on  a new  1,000-seat  house,  to  be  called 
the  Alto,  being  built  by  Milt  Arthur,  head 
of  Cabart  Theatres. 


Frank  Martin  Opens  New 
Martin  at  Clifton,  Ariz. 

Clifton,  Ariz. — Frank  Martin  has  op- 
ened the  Martin  Theatre,  which  he  built 
as  a substitute  for  the  Princess.  Latter 
house  was  declared  unsafe  when  a por- 
tion of  its  foundation  crumbled. 


$10,000  Remodeling  Program 
Underway  for  Nuart 
Sawtelle,  Cal. — Remodeling  of  the  Nu- 
art Theatre,  owned  by  George  Burke,  is 
under  way.  Program  includes  a new 
marquee,  modernized  front  and  redecora- 
tion of  the  interior,  at  a cost  of  about 
$10,000.  Russell  Hoss  is  house  manager. 


■yNIVERSAL  exchange  employes  are  do- 
ing nip-ups,  having  discovered  the  of- 
fice had  the  biggest  week  in  charges  and 
collections  in  the  office’s  history  . . . 
Charlotte  Martin,  United  Artists  inspect- 
ress, is  vacationing  in  San  Francisco: 
Edith  Simmons,  who  operates  the  Colum- 
bia switchboard,  is  holidaying  at  Lone 
Pine,  and  Ida  Schreiber,  secretary  to  Bob 
Poole  at  the  ITO,  is  spending  hers  close 
to  home  . . . Coast  Pictures  screened  “Es- 
cape From  Yesterday,”  a French  film,  and 
“School  for  Husbands,”  English-made,  for 
several  exhibitors,  including  Emil  Uman, 
Bob  Whitson  and  Herman  Lewis  . . . 
Howard  Stubbins  of  Monogram,  left  for 
Arizona  to  meet  his  partner,  Ray  Olm- 
stead. 

Bookmg:  Bob  Dunnegan,  Rio  and  Lib- 
erty theatres,  Blythe,  Ariz.;  Happy  Simp- 
son, manager  of  Vic  Walker’s  Princess, 
Santa  Ana;  Vincent  Russo,  Victory,  San 
Diego;  Fred  Bull,  Ramona,  Ramona;  Joe 
Sloat,  Maynard;  Isaac  Victor,  Victor,  Long 
Beach;  Mike  Bard,  Bard’s  circuit;  Mur- 
ray Hawkins,  Temple  and  Vermont;  Lou 
and  Gene  Berkhoff,  Cinema;  Leo  Fenton, 
Metro;  Stan  Goodman,  Times;  Jack 
Chasen,  Rosebud;  Art  LaShelle,  Catalina 
Amusement  Co.;  Ivan  Hansen  of  the  Cario; 
Johnny  Hawkins,  Elite;  Emil  Uman,  Re- 
gina, both  Beverly  Hills  houses;  Vic  Wal- 
ker, Santa  Ana;  Mondy  Sondy,  Kiva;  Mrs. 
Esther  Sterner,  Rio;  Koby  Wartman,  Tro- 
jan; George  “Daddy”  Hines,  Ambassador. 

In  on  their  customary  booking  expedi- 
tions: Ernie  Silcox,  Studio,  Studio  City: 
Jack  Berman,  Eastland  Theatres:  Chick 


Brock  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


Sturdivant  who  operates  the  Summerton, 
Summerton,  the  Poppy  in  Calipatria  and 
the  Orpheum  in  Yuma,  Ariz.,  lunching  with 
Sam  Milner  and  Lon  Hoss,  Universal 
salesman,  and  Bill  Wall  of  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  sales  staff:  Billy  Sobelman,  Victory: 
Mike  Bard,  partner  in  Bard’s  circuit:  Gene 
O’Keefe,  Maywood:  Ben  Peskay  and  Jack 
Katz,  Palms,  Palms:  H.  J.  Seiler  and  son 
Mason,  Newport:  Ray  Robbins,  Variety: 
Jack  Goldberg,  Garden,  Belvedere  Gar- 
dens: Fred  Siegal,  Palomar,  Oceanside: 
Harry  Goldfarb,  National,  National  City: 
A1  Cooper,  Whittier. 

Off  on  a week’s  business  trip  to  San 
Francisco  went  Leo  Schwartz  of  Trailer- 
Made  . . . Lon  Hoss,  Universal  salesman, 
celebrated  another  one  of  those  annual 
birthdays  . . . Luncheon  duo:  Sam  Blowitz, 
Western  States  Theatre  Service,  and  Bud 
Meyers,  Coast  Pictures  . . . William  G. 
Smith,  Jewel  Productions,  has  signed  Bill 
Cody  jr.  to  star  in  a series  of  action  west- 
erns he  plans  to  produce. 

Bill  Srere,  local  independent  showman, 
became  the  father  of  a baby  daughter, 
born  to  Mrs.  Srere  at  the  Good  Samaritan 
Hospital  . . . Cullen  Espy  of  Fox  West 
Coast,  has  returned  from  a northern  vaca- 
tion . . . Deep  in  a Filmrow  huddle:  Robert 
Poole  of  the  ITO:  Ned  Calvi,  Rex  and 
Plaza  theatres,  Hawthorne,  and  Bob 
Whitson,  partner  in  the  Whitson-Lewis 
circuit  . . . Kay  Schaeffer,  C.  T.  Lynch’s 
secretary  at  M-G-M,  celebrated  her  birth- 
day with  the  aid  of  a small  group  of 
friends  ...  A booking  visitor  was  Tom  Bur- 
gess of  the  new  Drive-In,  San  Bernardino. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  RatofI 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

--  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  TH.E  EXHIBITOR  - 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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^WO  theatres  in  Washington  once  more 

open  their  doors  this  week.  O.  M.  Dur- 
ham, who  came  from  Tennessee  recently, 
has  taken  over  the  Mission  in  Mount  Ver- 
non and  is  away  to  a flying  start.  This 
house  formerly  was  owned  by  Leonard 
Brin,  who  was  killed  in  an  auto  accident 
some  time  ago.  The  Mission  is  operating 
on  a first  run,  double  feature  policy.  The 
second  house  to  get  reopened  is  the  Holden 
in  Holden  and  one  of  the  theatres  operated 
by  Charlie  Greime  of  Wenatchee.  This 
house  has  been  dark  for  some  time  due 
to  strike  conditions  in  that  town. 

Summer  resorts  and  fishing  spots,  to  say 
nothhig  of  the  folks  that  own  summer 
homes  on  the  various  islands  on  the  Sound 
still  are  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the 
ferry  strike  now  in  its  third  week.  Looks 
like  the  final  outcome  of  this  dispute  will 
he  the  operation  of  ferry  boats  hy  the  State 
. . . Not  only  is  the  baseball  team  worry- 
ing the  show-shops  in  the  evenings  with 
the  capacity  crowds  but  the  publicity  boys 
of  that  grand  sport  are  now  cutting  in  on 
the  Saturday  matinee  business.  Latest  gag 
is  to  have  the  ball  players  appear  in  person 
at  the  various  markets  in  town  from  two 
to  three  o’clock  on  Saturday  afternoons 
and  autograph  different  packages  that  are 
being  pushed  by  special  sales.  The  kiddies 
are  flocking  to  the  markets  just  to  get  a 
close-up  of  the  players,  even  if  they  do 
not  buy  the  groceries.  Just  another  case 
of  exploitation,  we  calls  it. 

Shades  of  the  past!  Once  the  best  show- 
house  between  here  and  Portland,  a large 
frame  building,  has  been  sold  by  the  city 
of  Kelso  for  $101  for  wrecking.  The  the- 
atre was  built  31  years  ago  and  was  fre- 
quented for  many  years  by  road  show 
troupes  en  route  from  Portland  to  the 
Puget  Sound.  It  will  be  replaced  by  a 
concrete  city  hall  and  police  station  . . . 
Metro’s  “Northwest  Passage”  which  has 
been  on  location  at  Payette  Lake,  Ida., 
since  July  2 has  finished  shooting  there 
and  returned  to  Culver  City  for  interior 
shots.  Fine  weather  enabled  Director  King 
Vidor,  in  charge  of  the  location  unit,  to 
make  up  much  lost  time.  In  September 
the  company  will  be  taken  to  Glacier  Na- 
tional Park  for  shots  with  the  Blackfeet 
Indians. 

Jack  Shallow  jr.  and  Charles  Barnes  re- 
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J^OCAL  Universal  employes  all  partici- 
pated in  a discussion  of  new  season 
product,  presented  by  L.  J.  McGinley,  who 
is  making  an  air  tour  of  the  country  for 
Universal. 

A number  of  circus  acts  presented  on 
the  stage  of  the  Roxy  Theatre  are  proving 
exceedingly  popular. 

Manager  James  R.  Keitz  of  the  local 
Mercury  exchange  is  readying  for  an  ex- 
tensive sales  trip  soon,  to  market  his  new- 
ly acquired  Standard  Pictures  product  . . . 
GN’s  branch  manager,  E.  W.  Wilson,  is 
heading  into  Idaho  . . . Manager  Sam 


cently  opened  the  Century  Theatre  with  a 
policy  of  foreign  pictures.  They  have  been 
showing  now  for  a month  and  with  a li- 
cense bought  from  the  city.  Now  comes  a 
letter  that  the  theatre  must  close,  for  it 
has  just  been  discovered  that  the  building, 
after  15  years,  is  in  a second  residential 
zone  . . . Jack  Presten  has  been  added  to 
the  staff  of  Sterling  Chain  theatres  as  as- 
sistant to  Fred  Danz.  This  addition  will  en- 
able Fred  to  devote  some  of  his  time  to 
assisting  Bill  Forman,  general  manager  of 
the  circuit  . . . Mike  Lyons,  who  recently 
opened  the  Show  Box  cabaret,  announces 
that  his  next  attraction  will  be  Fifi  D’Or- 
say,  the  vivacious  gal  from  Paree  (.via 
Montreal)  who  is  flying  in  from  New  York 
to  headline  the  floor  show. 

Walter  Graham,  the  flying  exhibitor 
from  Shelton,  has  just  returned  from  his 
flight  to  Nome,  Alaska.  He  is  one  of  the 
first  flyers  to  make  the  trip  in  a light  ship 
and  he  reports  a grand  journey  with  a lot 
of  excitement  ...  A visitor  this  week  is 
Gerald  Karski  from  San  Fi'ancisco,  who 
is  representing  the  Motion  Picture  Service 
Co.  His  firm  specializes  in  trailers  and 
other  screen  novelties.  He  expects  to  es- 
tablish a branch  for  his  company  in  the 
Northwest  . . . Nellie  C.  Cornish,  founder 
and  director  of  Cornish  School,  has  re- 
signed as  head  of  the  internationally 
known  fine  arts  school  and  will  leave  Se- 
attle to  establish  her  residence  in  New 
York.  Although  away  from  here  she  will 
remain  with  the  school  in  an  advisory  ca- 
pacity. Many  of  the  present  stage,  screen 
and  radio  stars  graduated  under  Miss 
Cornish  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hamrick 
are  expecting  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover  C Kir- 
ley  from  New  York  to  be  house  guests  for 
the  next  couple  of  weeks. 

Milton  Kenworthy  of  the  Nu  Art  and 
Kenworthy  theatres  in  Moscow,  Ida.,  has 
gone  to  San  Francisco  with  his  family  to 
visit  the  Fair.  They  will  return  via  Seattle 
and  spend  a few  days  here  booking  and 
buying  . . . Sheldon  Retchin,  whose  father 
operates  a chain  of  theatres  in  Chicago, 
has  joined  the  local  Warner  sales  staff. 
He  was  accompanied  here  by  his  dad, 
Lester  Retchin,  on  a vacation  trip  . . . 
Spyros  Skouras  here  from  New  York  to 
address  the  Evergreen- State  and  Hamrick- 
Evergreen  managers  at  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing. All  managers  are  in  from  all  spots 
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Gardner  of  M-G-M  is  back  from  a swing 
in  the  north. 

Installation  of  new  chairs  at  the  Liberty, 
Great  Falls,  Mont.,  is  nearing  completion. 

Miss  Nina  Scott,  Republic  cashier  here, 
is  set  to  leave  on  her  vacation  . . . Branch 
Manager  G.  S.  Pinnell  is  expected  back 
soon  from  Idaho  . . . Joe  Madsen  is  back 
from  a vacation  in  the  northwest. 

Columbia  Salesmen  K.  O.  Lloyd,  Larry 
Kennedy,  and  Harold  Green  all  attended  a 
conference  with  Supervisor  Robert  Hill 
and  Branch  Manager  Bill  Seib. 


in  Washington  and  Oregon  for  the  gather- 
ing . . . Bud  Shearer  off  for  San  Fran- 
cisco with  a group  of  Camp  Discovery 
boys  under  the  leadership  of  Gordon  Ham- 
ilton. Bud’s  sister,  Dorothy,  is  flying  to  San 
Francisco  for  a visit.  This  is  the  first  time 
that  any  of  the  Ben  Shearer  family  have 
traveled  by  air,  so  Dorothy  is  elated. 

Sam  Cummings  of  Eureka  Productions 
is  spending  some  time  here  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  distribution  of  his 
product  . . . Guy  Navarre,  local  head  of 
United  Artists,  has  been  granted  a permit 
to  build  a new  home  . . . Once  again  the 
gang  representing  Seattle  show  business 
were  on  hand  for  L.  J.  McGinley.  A couple 
of  weeks  ago  they  saw  Mac  leave  for  New 
York.  This  week  the  flying  good-will  am- 
bassador for  Universal  arrived  by  plane  for 
a day’s  stay  and  the  plane  was  mobbed  by 
the  boys  along  with  the  news  hounds  and 
picture’ grabbers.  Mac  held  a special  meet- 
ing with  the  local  Universal  crowd,  the 
exchange  being  closed  for  a couple  of  hours 
during  the  session. 

Matt  Knighton,  manager  of  the  Roose- 
velt Theatre,  is  away  on  his  vacation.  Matt 
and  his  charming  wife  flitted  over  to  Vic- 
toria to  get  away  from  the  noise  of  this 
town  . . . Mary  Muir,  now  with  Columbia 
in  San  Francisco,  is  vacationing  in  the 
Northwest  and  this  week  renewed  acquaint- 
ances along  Seattle’s  Filmrow  . . . Last 
week  we  told  you  that  Ruby  McMillon  was 
flashing  the  diamond  ring.  This  week  we 
tell  you  that  the  lucky  fellow  is  Larry 
Munell  from  the  city  hall  . . . By  the  way, 
Trixie,  the  charming  sister  of  Ruby  is 
back  on  the  Row  for  the  next  couple  of 
weeks  working  as  relief  at  National  Screen 
Service  during  the  vacation  period  . . . 
Henry  Stern  has  been  named  general  man- 
ager for  Tri-National  Films,  of  which  I. 
E.  Charwick  is  president.  Stern,  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a branch  manager 
and  assistant  district  manager  for  United 
Artists  in  the  west  and  more  recently  west 
coast  manager  for  GB. 

Frank  H.  Durkee,  operating  a chain  of 
26  theatres  in  and  near  Baltimore,  Md., 
is  in  the  Northwest  on  a vacation  with 
Mrs.  Durkee  and  their  two  children.  While 
here  they  were  guests  of  Herndon  Ed- 
mond, branch  manager  for  20th  Century- 
Fox  . . . Doc  Howe,  former  manager  for 
Fanchon  and  Marco  roadshows,  will  act  as 
manager  for  Herbert  Roesner  when  the 
latter’s  pictures  come  to  the  Metropolitan 
Theatre  starting  in  September.  Doc  is 
busy  here  talking  over  old  times  with  many 
of  his  friends  and  of  the  good  old  days 
when  he  had  charge  of  vaudeville  book- 
ings for  many  circuits  . . . Harriet  Nelson 
here  from  San  Francisco  visiting  Gene 
von  Herberg  . . . Bill  Forman  making  a 
quick  trip  to  Portland  by  plane  and  get- 
ting back  in  time  for  a meeting  on  the 
labor  situation.  Bill  is  a member  of  the 
theatre  owners’  labor  committee. 

Mrs.  Don  Glover  of  the  Audian  Thea- 
tre Pullman,  is  home  from  the  Colfax 
Hospital.  She  was  thrown  from  a horse 
recently  and  her  back  was  fractured.  Al- 
though she  will  wear  a east  for  some  time, 
she  is  able  to  get  around  and  eventually 
will  completely  recover  from  the  injury 
. . . Joe  Comer,  office  manager  for  Metro, 
off  for  his  vacation.  Where  he  went,  no 
one  knows. 
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111.  Governor  Trusts 
Veto  Pov/er  Secure 

Springfield,  III. — Gov.  Henry  Horner 
has  expressed  confidence  that  the  supreme 
court  will  rule  that  he  has  ten  days  after 
bills  reach  him  to  pass  on  them.  Such 
was  the  substance  of  a statement  he  had 
issued  through  his  office  here. 

Numerous  politicians  and  others  have 
contended  that  the  governor’s  vetoes  of  cer- 
tain bills  were  invalid  since  he  did  not  act 
on  the  bills  within  ten  days  after  the  legis- 
lature adjourned,  as  provided  in  the  state 
constitution.  Included  among  those  bills 
would  be  the  bill  that  would  have  limited 
film  program  presentations  in  Illinois  to 
two  hours  and  15  minutes,  and  which  the 
governor  vetoed  the  day  before  starting 
his  summer  vacation. 

The  statement  of  the  governor: 

“If  the  ten-day  period  commences  with 
the  sine  die  adjournment  the  General  As- 
sembly can  easily  destroy  the  power  vest- 
ed in  the  governor  to  veto  measures  by 
merely  failing  to  present  them  to  him  until 
ten  days  after  adjournment. 

“This  delay  can  be  accomplished  by  an 
officer  of  the  General  Assembly  or  an  em- 
ploye. This  is  well  illustrated  by  the  facts 
of  the  last  session.  According  to  my  rec- 
ord, 161  bills  were  presented  to  me  after 
the  ten  days  had  elapsed.  In  other  words, 
they  were  law,  if  the  Speaker  is  right, 
even  before  they  were  given  to  me  for 
consideration.” 


Chicago  Move  Against  Duals 
Is  Held  in  Abeyctnce 

Chicago — Nothing  else  has  been  heard  of 
for  the  time  on  the  rumored  city  ordinance 
to  limit  theatre  programs  to  2 hours  and 
15  minutes. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  local  in- 
dependent exhibitors,  who  favor  such  an 
ordinance,  are  marking  time  until  such 
action  may  be  favorable  elsewhere.  They 
have  two  other  spots  to  watch. 

Milwaukee  exhibitors  are  understood  pre- 
paring' a similar  ordinance,  while  in  Minne- 
apolis, A1  Steffes,  Allied  leader  in  the 
northwest,  is  said  to  be  readying  a similar 
bill  for  presentation  to  the  city  council 
there.  Exhibitors  and  legislators  in  other 
territories,  too,  are  understood  to  have 
written  Representative  E.  C.  Sandquist  for 
a copy  of  the  bill  he  introduced  in  the 
state  legislature  at  the  last  session,  which 
would  have  made  shows  longer  than  two 
hours  and  15  minutes  illegal  in  Illinois. 
That  bill  was  vetoed  by  Gov.  Henry  Horner. 

Should  nothing  happen,  however,  in  Mil- 
waukee or  Minneapolis,  within  the  next 
month  or  so,  local  exhibitors  are  expected 
to  prepare  the  local  ordinance  and  pre- 
sent it  anyway  to  the  city  council  for  con- 
sideration. Last  year  a similar  bill  to  out- 
law double  bills  was  turned  down  by  the 
city  council.  At  that  time,  women’s  clubs 
throughout  the  city  campaigned  unsuc- 
cessfully for  the  ordinance. 


Engle  Signed  to  Script 
Hollywood — Sam  Engle  will  do  the 
screenplay  for  “Law  West  of  the  Pecos,” 
Sol  Wurtzel  production  for  20th  Century- 
Pox. 
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Promotes  Five  Fins 
For  a Rival 

Chicago-— Ben  Cohn,  manager  of  the 
Warner  Frolic  Theatre,  ma'y  be  instru- 
mental in  making  tieups  for  the  circuit, 
but  his  most  recent  one  boomeranged 
on  him. 

Cohn  made  the  tieup  -with  Royal 
Cro'wn  Cola  ■whereby  several  of  the 
Warner  houses  gave  oway  bicycles  to 
kid  patrons.  A provision  of  the  tieup 
was  that  the  manager  who  turned  in 
the  most  R.  C.-Cola  crowns  would  re- 
ceive a $25  cash  prize. 

Cohn  turned  in  a lot  of  cro-wns,  but 
he  came  out  second  best,  with  Steve 
Fitzgerald  winning  the  $25  with  the 
largest  total. 

Testimonials  Provide 
Funds  for  Relief 

Chicago — More  than  $1,000  has  been 
distributed  for  aid  to  needy  persons  in 
the  motion  picture  industry  in  Chicago 
from  the  Chicago  Film  Relief  Fund,  which 
was  started  with  the  proceeds  of  the  Jack 
Kirsch  Testimonial  Dinner  last  December. 

Current  report  by  Kirsch,  who  at  that 
time  turned  over  proceeds  of  $2,850.28 
from  the  dinner  given  him  to  such  a fund, 
shows  that  additional  funds  have  since 
been  added.  From  the  original  amount, 
$1,140.94  was  expended,  leaving  $1,709.34. 
To  that  amount  has  been  added  proceeds 
from  three  other  testimonials,  as  follows; 

Jack  McPherson  Dinner $199.00 

Felix  Mendelssohn  Dinner....  28.01 
Clyde  Eckhardt  Dinner....  319.82 

The  total  at  present  is  now  $2,256.17. 
Administering  the  funds  with  Kirsch  are 
Jack  Osserman,  RKO  branch  manager; 
Henri  Elman,  Capitol-Monogram  Pictures; 
Johnny  Mednikow,  and  Henry  Herbel,  dis- 
trict manager,  Warner  Bros.  Pictures. 


Schlaifer,  B&K,  Great  States  Deal 

Chicago — Jack  Schlaifer  of  United  Art- 
ists was  here  working  on  next  year’s  deals 
with  B&K  and  Great  States  executives. 


A Quiz  Game  Deluge 
May  Follow  Ruling 

Chicago — The  Windy  City  may  be  in  for 
a rash  of  theatre  quiz  games,  now  that 
Master  in  Chancery  Daniel  A.  Covelli  has 
ruled — in  effect — that  the  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  radio 
broadcast,  which  has  been  presented  from 
the  stage  of  the  Chicago  Theatre  every 
Monday  night,  is  not  a game  of  chance  but 
rather  a contest  of  skill. 

Master  Covelli  so  ruled  in  hearing  the 
case  for  Municipal  Court  Judge  Philip 
Finnegan.  He  was  sitting  to  hear  testimony 
on  the  temporary  injunction  that  had  been 
granted  to  the  Grant  Advertising  Agency, 
which  handles  the  radio  show  for  the 
Mars  Candy  Co. 

In  his  ruling,  he  said  that  the  case  would 
have  to  be  heard  in  regular  court  session 
on  its  merits  and  continued  the  injunc- 
tion. though  at  the  same  time  ruling  that 
from  the  testimony  he  had  heard,  the  pro- 
gram is  not  a lottery. 

Several  games  similar  to  the  “Dr.  I.  Q.” 
show  have  been  shown  about  Filmrow  but 
have  been  withheld  from  offering  to  the 
exhibitors,  because  of  the  city’s  action  on 
the  radio  program. 

With  all  the  shouting  over  about  the 
“Dr.  I.  Q.”  show,  the  program  moved  this 
week  from  Chicago  to  Pittsburgh  and  will 
open  Monday  night,  August  28,  at  the 
Stanley  Theatre. 


Anti-Discrimination  Bill 
Passes  Wis,  Assembly 

Madison,  Wis. — The  Rubin  civil  rights 
bill,  designed  to  protect  Negroes  from  dis- 
crimination in  places  of  amusement,  hotels, 
restaurants  and  taverns,  was  passed  by  the 
state  assembly  last  week  by  a 63  to  17 
vote. 

The  measure,  which  boosts  from  $5  to 
$25  the  minimum  damages  which  a person 
may  collect  in  civil  suit  for  discrimination 
against  him  because  of  race,  color,  creed 
or  nationality,  now  goes  to  the  senate  for 
action. 


Studio  Visitors  From  Chicago — 

William  F.  O’Connell,  operator  of  the  Highland  Theatre  in  Chicago,  and 
Mrs.  O’Connell  meet  Jane  Wyman  at  the  Warner  studio  in  Burbank. 
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On  to  Hollywood  and  Boulder — 

Left:  Betty  Fields,  under  contract  to  Hal  Roach,  as  she  paused  in  Chicago 
en  route  to  the  west  coast.  She  icill  play  the  feminine  lead  in  “Of  Mice 
and  Men,”  adaptation  of  John  Steinbeck's  novel  and  stageplay  for  UA 
release.  Right:  Norman  Corwin,  author  of  “They  Fly  Through  the  Air 
With  the  Greatest  of  Ease.”  with  Hostess  June  Roth.  Corwin,  icho  has 
sold  screen  rights  to  Warner  Bros.,  was  en  route  to  Boulder.  Colo.  Both 
scenes  by  the  TWA  photographer  at  the  Chicago  airport. 


Studio  Visitors  From  the  Central  Area — 

Top  left:  Harry  Kornblum.  Evansinlle,  Ind..  exhibitor  (right),  with  James 
Stephensoji.  Top  right:  Hal  Bryner  (right),  of  the  State  Theatre  at 
Crotherville,  Hid.,  ivith  Henry  O'Neill.  Below:  David  W.  Wolfson  (left)  of 
the  Riverside  Theatre  in  Mihoaukee.  Mrs.  Wolfson  and  a friend,  with 
Dick  For  an.  All  scenes  on  the  Warner  lots  at  Burbank. 


Night  Baseball  Strong 
Theatre  Competition 

Chicago — That  night  baseball  will  put  a 
crimp  into  evening  boxoffice  returns  of 
theatres  can  be  seen  from  the  few  games 
already  played  by  the  Chicago  White  Sox. 

The  first  game  played  with  St.  Louis,  a 
team  which  relatively  pulls  few  customers, 
brought  more  than  30,000  into  Comiskey 
Park  here.  Last  Friday  night  the  Cleve- 
land Indians  were  here  and  played  the 
White  Sox  before  nearly  50,000  persons. 
The  season’s  top  night  crowd  was  expect- 
ed here  Tuesday  night,  as  the  New  York 
Yankees  were  to  appear, 

“Those  figures  in  themselves  may  not 
mean  much,”  said  a prominent  local  cir- 
cuit operator  to  Boxoffice,  “but  it  is  the 
large  number  of  stay-at-home  fans  who 
listen  to  the  baseball  broadcasts  that  hurt 
us.  One  can  easily  figure  that  ten  times 
as  many  as  those  attending  a ball  game  are 
sitting  comfortably  at  home  listening  to 
the  broadcast,  since  two  or  three  of  the 
local  stations  are  broadcasting  even  the 
night  games.” 

According  to  this  exhibitor’s  estimate, 
which  was  concurred  in  by  several  other 
film  operators,  this  would  mean  that  any- 
where from  a quarter  to  a half  million 
Chicagoans  are  stay-at-homes  on  night 
baseball  dates.  Which  even  in  a city  the 
size  of  Chicago,  is  a good  number  of  po- 
tential film  patrons  sliced  out  of  possible 
customers  for  an  evening. 

Concurring  in  the  estimates  of  exhibitors, 
several  reported  that  on  the  two  night 
baseball  game  dates,  returns  were  some- 
what off  for  corresponding  nights  in  pre- 
vious weeks. 

State  and  County  Fairs 
Worthy  Competitors 

St.  Louis — State  and  county  fairs  are 
providing  some  tough  competition  for  mo- 
tion picture  exhibitors  in  several  spots  in 
this  trade  territory.  At  Springfield  the 
historic  Illinois  State  Fair  is  in  full  blast, 
attracting  many  thousands  of  visitors  to 
the  state  capital. 

'The  local  motion  picture  theatres  are 
taking  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
attract  some  out-of-town  business  to  their 
boxoffices  at  night,  although  some  of  the 
residents  of  the  town  are  perhaps  using 
the  Fair  as  an  excuse  for  cutting  down 
on  their  theatre  attendance. 

At  Sedalia  a crowd  of  more  than  95,000 
persons  attended  the  second  day  of  Mis- 
souri’s 39th  annual  state  fair.  This  is  be- 
lieved to  have  set  a new  Sunday  record. 

Approximately  8,000  persons  on  the  same 
day  visited  the  St.  Louis  county  fair  at 
Westlake  Park.  The  Fair  opened  on  August 
19.  It  will  close  on  Saturday,  August  26. 

At  Belleville.  111.,  the  first  St.  Clair 
County  Fair  held  in  many  years  drew  large 
crowds  while  it  was  open. 


WB  Assigns  Two  Scripters 

Hollywood — Milton  Krims  has  been  as- 
signed by  Warner  to  an  original  script 
dealing  with  Reuters,  famous  European 
newspaper  agency.  Michael  Hogan  will 
script  “Villa  on  the  Hill”  for  Warner  from 
the  W.  Somerset  Maugham’s  original. 
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Warner  Club  Enjoys 
A Lake  Cruise 

Chicago — More  than  150  members  of  the 
Warner  Club — employes  of  both  the  cir- 
cuit and  exchange  organization — enjoyed 
an  all-day  Lake  Michigan  cruise  to  St. 
Joseph  and  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  and  re- 
turn. 

The  “high  sp>ot”  was  the  last-minute 
dash  for  the  S.S.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  as 
the  liner  was  pulling  away  from  St.  Joseph 
en  route  back  to  Chicago.  Dashing  up  in 
a commandeered  speedboat  were  George 
Weinberg,  Ted  Mendelssohn,  Warner  city 
salesmen:  Art  Patzlaff  and  his  son,  Bobby, 
and  Catherine  Walker  and  Lorraine  Grat- 
za,  all  of  the  picture  department.  No  War- 
ner “action”  film  ever  was  crammed  full 
of  more  excitement  than  that  afforded  the 
other  Warnerites  on  the  boat  as  the  group 
got  there  just  in  the  nick  of  time. 

Weinberg  and  Mendelssohn  also  were 
“hosts”  on  the  boat  in  their  “Chez  War- 
ner.” 

Many  of  those  on  the  party  visited  the 
famous  House  of  David  while  in  Benton 
Harbor,  while  numerous  others  just  re- 
laxed and  went  swimming. 


Bingo  Restrainer  Hearing 
Waits  Until  Sept,  11 

Milwaukee — Circuit  Judge  Daniel  W. 
Sullivan  has  postponed  until  September  11 
a hearing  on  the  request  by  Charles  W. 
Trampe,  president  of  Film  Service,  Inc., 
for  a permanent  injunction  to  restrain  the 
Bahn  Frei  hall  from  conducting  bingo. 

Defendants  in  the  action  are  Albert  Mul- 
terer  and  his  wife,  Marie,  owners  of  the 
hall,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  F.  Zrinsek, 
proprietors  of  a tavern  in  the  hall.  They 
denied  knowing  that  bingo  was  played  in 
the  hall  and  said  they  were  powerless  to 
stop  it  if  it  was  being  played. 

A bingo  game  was  set  up  over  the  line 
in  Lacrosse  county  last  week  following  a 
warning  by  Sheriff  Hallett  T.  Jenkins  that 
bingo,  even  at  church  picnics,  was  con- 
sidered gambling  by  Monroe  county  au- 
thorities. The  game  was  held  at  a picnic 
given  for  the  benefit  of  St.  Patrick’s  church 
at  Sparta,  Wis. 


"Our  Leading  Citizens" 
Anti-Labor  Bias  Hit 

Madison,  Wis. — Warner-Saxe  withdrew 
Paramount’s  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  at  the 
Capitol  Theatre  here  August  18,  follow- 
ing protests  from  labor  groups  stamping 
the  film  as  an  anti-labor  propaganda  pic- 
ture. It  had  originally  been  slated  for 
a two-day  showing.  The  Madison  CIO 
council  requested  a public  boycott. 


Relays  Warner  Pledge 

Chicago — Jack  Kirsch,  Allied  of  Illinois 
president,  has  sent  a notice  to  all  members 
advising  them  that  Warner-First  National 
has  announced  that  all  52  pictures  sched- 
uled for  1938-39  will  be  delivered  by  the 
distributor. 
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Pictorial  Progress  of  the  Warner  Outing — 


Chicago — When  the  local  Warner  Club 
took  an  outing  via  a Lake  Michigan  cruise 
to  St.  Joseph  and  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
a camera  was  persuaded  aboard  with  the 
above  results.  Starting  at  top  left:  “Father” 
of  his  flock  is  Tom  Gilliam,  Chicago 
branch  manager,  who  here  hopes  they  all 
stick  together  until  the  boat  docks  at  home 
port.  Present  are  Bill  Brumberg,  Mrs. 
Larry  Stein,  Mrs.  Tom  Gilliam,  Catharine 
Walker,  Stanley  Johnson,  George  Wein- 
berg, Mrs.  Bill  Brumberg  and  Harry  Man- 
del.  Next:  Brumberg  shoots  the  boss 
aboard  the  S.S.  Theodore  Roosevelt.  Sec- 


Exhibitors,  Operators 
Far  Apart  on  Pacts 

Chicago — Exhibitor  and  operators’  union 
delegates  are  expected  to  be  pretty  far 
apart  on  the  contract  for  1939-40  when 
they  first  get  started  on  negotiations  in  a 
week  or  so. 

It  was  understood  this  week  that  the 
union  will  seek  a 20  per  cent  hike  over 
their  present  contract,  while  the  exhibi- 
tors again  will  seek  a 20  per  cent  reduc- 
tion. 


ond  row:  District  Manager  Harry  'Turrell 
as  he  left  the  boat:  A1  Blasko  absorbs 
some  sunshine:  Stanley  Lambert,  only 
member  of  the  Wisconsin  zone  on  the 
party:  Harry  Mandel,  loaded  down  with 
luggage.  Third  row:  Brumberg,  Herb 
Wheeler  and  Herman  Goldberg.  Then, 
Alex  Halperin  (center)  with  Gilliam  be- 
hind the  photographer  and  flanked  on  the 
left  by  Ross  (Rasty)  Herman  and  at  the 
right  by  George  Weinberg.  Bottom  row: 
Larry  Farmer,  Herb  Wheeler,  Larry  Stein 
and  Gilliam,  and  Marlowe  Connors  doing  a 
bit  of  relaxing  aboard  ship. 


Wisconsin  Projectionists 
Re-elect  all  Oflicers 

Wausau,  Wis. — The  Wisconsin  State  As- 
sociation of  Stage  Employes  and  Projec- 
tionists, meeting  here  last  week  in  connec- 
tion with  the  convention  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  reelected  all 
officers  as  follows: 

John  Kunstman,  Sheboygan,  president: 
Ralph  Percifield,  Beaver  Dam,  vice-presi- 
dent: Steven  J.  Thomas,  Racine,  secretary, 
and  Stanley  Przlomski,  Kenosha,  treasurer. 
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QUT-of-town  exhibitors  seen  along  Film- 
row:  Virgil  Merritt,  owner  of  the  Lux 
Theatre,  Edwardsville,  111.;  Lyle  Richmond, 
Senath  and  Hayti,  Mo.;  Russell  Armen- 
trout,  head  of  the  Russell  Armentrout 
circuit;  Bob  Cluster,  Salem,  111.;  Mrs.  I. 
W.  Rodgers,  Cairo,  111.;  Bill  Griffin,  book- 
er for  the  Rodgers  circuit. 

Bob  Taylor,  manager  for  Monogram  Pic- 
tures, visited  the  lead  belt  section  of  south- 
east Missouri  . . . Nat  Steinberg  of  Re- 
public Pictures  is  in  New  York  City,  while 
his  partner,  Barney  RoseJithal,  made  a 
business  trip  to  Springfield,  III. 

Miss  Grace  Huckaba,  bookkeeper  for  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply,  is  on  a vacation 
trip  that  will  include  the  New  York 
Fair  ...  Ed  Nelson,  salesman  for  Na- 
tional, contemplates  a trip  to  the  famed 
Minnesota  trout  streams  next  month.  Boys 
and  girls  along  the  Row  should  get  in  their 
orders  for  fish  early.  He  will  stop  off  at 
Dowagaic,  Mich.,  to  get  a line  on  the  vari- 
ous latest  in  fishing  tackle.  There  is  a 
world  famous  factory  of  such  things  in  that 
town  it  seems. 

Lester  Levy  of  Monogram  and  Ray  Cur- 
ran of  United  Artists  were  the  weekend 
guests  of  a very  prominent  exhibitor  of 
Rolla,  Mo.,  who  is  sometimes  called  Caesar 
by  his  closest  friends.  Ray  played  the  banjo 
and  Lester  really  sang  to  help  while  away 
the  evening. 

Ray  Colvin  of  the  Exhibitors  Supply  re- 
ports the  sale  of  250  chairs,  lamps,  pro- 
jectors and  other  equipment  for  C.  T. 
Dusinberre’s  new  theatre  in  Redbud,  111., 
which  will  open  about  September  1,  and 
also  500  new  chairs  to  S.  E.  Pertle  for 
his  Princess  Theatre  in  Beardstown,  111. 

The  Clark  Theatre,  Barry,  III.,  had  its 
grand  opening  on  Friday,  August  11.  It  is  a 
500-seater  arid  is  owned  by  Russell  Armen- 
trout, who  also  owns  the  300-seaf  Star 
there. 

George  Blowers,  state  purchasing  agent 
at  Jefferson  City,  on  August  28  at  11  a.  m. 
will  open  bids  for  the  installation  of  com- 
plete stage  equipment  in  the  Kirk  Audi- 
torium at  the  State  Teachers  College  in 
Kirks  ville. 

Louis  Newlin,  iS-year-old  stage  hand  at 
the  Municipal  Theatre  in  Forest  Park,  suf- 
fered a spine  injury  the  morning  of  Aug- 
ust 17  when  a 2Q-foot  ladder  on  which  he 
was  standing  overturned,  throwing  him  to 
the  concrete  floor  at  the  rear  of  the  stage. 

The  Hirst  Theatrical  circuit  has  se- 
cured a lease  on  the  Garrick  Theatre,  this 
town’s  line  burlesque  house.  Jack  Beck  is 
slated  to  become  manager.  W.  M.  <Bill) 
Pickens,  who  has  been  presenting  burley 
in  the  Garrick  the  past  15  years,  is  sched- 
uled to  join  the  Hirst  organization  as  a 
traveling  representative. 

The  new  Clark  Theatre  in  Pittsfield,  III., 
has  installed  a new  Western  Electric  sound 
system  purchased  from  the  Exhibitors  Sup- 
ply Co.  of  St.  Louis. 


Rodgers-Friedl  Deal 
Covers  Two  Years 

Chicago — William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  manager  of  M-G-M,  completed  a 
two-year  deal  here  this  week  with  John 
Friedl  for  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co., 
Minneapolis.  As  Boxoffice  goes  to  press 
Rodgers  was  finishing  up  details  on  a 
three-year  deal  with  Jimmy  Coston  for 
Warner  theatres  in  Wisconsin,  Illinois  and 
Indiana.  Details  follow  along  the  lines  of 
the  national  Warner  deal,  it  is  imderstood. 

From  here  Rodgers  left  for  the  coast 
where  he  will  remain  for  studio  conferences 
with  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  others  for  about 
two  weeks  before  returning  to  the  home 
office. 

Erlanger  Will  Stay  Legit 
Another  Year,  at  Least 

Chicago — The  Erlanger  Theatre,  one  of 
Chicago’s  oldest  legitimate  theatres,  will 
remain  true  to  the  stage  at  least  another 
season,  according  to  D.  W.  Kahane,  one 
of  the  attorneys  for  the  owners. 

Kahane  had  been  in  New  York  and  was 
dickering  to  turn  the  theatre  into  a grind 
house,  with  plans  including  remodeling  of 
the  front. 


At  Vaudeville  Outing — 

Abe  Platt  and  Harry  Lustgarten,  left 
to  right,  B&K  district  managers,  are 
shown  at  ease  on  the  course  at  Bon- 
Air  Country  Club  in  Chicago  during 
the  annual  vaudeville  bookers  and 
agents  outing. 

Ben  Feldman,  United  Artists  manager, 
was  first  in  the  blind  bogey  contest; 
with  other  winners  in  the  film  end  of 
the  industry  including  Bennie  Cohn, 
Frolic  manager,  who  snapped  the 
above  photograph;  Ben  Bloomfield, 
Uptown  manager;  George  Howe,  RKO 
Palace  booker;  and  Bill  Biltgen,  head 
stagehand  for  the  Warner  theatres. 


gEN  VAN  KORN  has  been  named  mana- 
ger of  Fox’s  Paradise  Theatre  in  West 
Allis,  succeeding  “Buck”  Burnett,  who  has 
been  transferred  to  the  circuit’s  Riviera 
Theatre  here  as  manager. 

Warner-Saxe’s  Juneau  Theatre  here  ob- 
served its  30th  anniversary  last  week.  El- 
mer Nimmer  is  manager  of  the  house. 

Anthony  H.  Thenee,  manager  of  the 
Davidson  Theatre,  who  was  stricken  by  ill- 
ness last  week,  is  reported  well  on  the 
road  to  recovery. 

Geraldine  Sauerborn,  local  lass,  has  been 
a guest  of  Deanna  Durbin  and  Bruce  Man- 
ning in  Hollywood. 

Tom  Collins,  Kansas  City  Journal  col- 
umnist, entertained  at  the  Fox  Wisconsin 
Amusement  Enterprises’  annual  convention 
here  last  week. 

Jacqueline  Wells,  Hollywood  actress, 
made  her  final  appearance  with  the  Penin- 
sula Players  last  week  at  Fish  Creek. 

Because  of  the  extensive  remodeling 
operations  underway  at  the  Myers  Theatre 
in  Janesville,  the  house  has  dropped  its 
matinee  shows  except  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays. 

Isidor  Friedynan,  retired  Racine  exhibi- 
tor, observed  his  85th  birthday  anniversary 
last  week.  Friedman  at  one  time  operated 
the  Palace  and  Rialto  theatres  in  Racine. 

Ken  Butterfield,  formerly  manager  of 
the  Fox,  Strand  and  Rialto  theatres  in 
Marinette,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
circuit’s  Myers  and  Beverly  theatres  in 
Janesville.  He  succeeds  Russ  Leddy,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  the  circuit’s  Or- 
pheum  in  Green  Bay. 

Work  is  being  completed  on  the  dressing 
rooms  in  the  Wisconsin  Theatre  at  Wis- 
consin  Rapids.  The  new  theatre  was  com- 
pleted many  months  ago,  but  to  date  there 
had  been  no  occasion  to  use  the  dressing 
r 007ns.  Now,  however,  a.  road  show  has 
been  booked  for  the  house. 

Sari  Maritza,  Paramoimt  player,  was  a 
Fish  Creek  visitor  of  Miss  Caroline  Fisher, 
one  of  the  heads  of  the  Peninsula  Players 
. . . Meinhardt  Raabe,  midget  and  former 
Watertown  resident,  made  a personal  ap- 
pearance at  the  Classic  Theatre  in  that 
city  August  20  in  connection  with  the 
showing  of  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  in  which 
he  plays  a part. 

Gale  Sondergaard,  film  actress,  made  a 
personal  appearance  at  a special  benefit 
showing  at  the  Capitol  Theatre  in  Madison 
August  19.  Miss  Soiidcrgaard’s  parents  re- 
side in  Madison. 

Thomas  Hickey,  a resident  of  St.  Paul 
for  the  past  three  years,  has  become  as- 
sociated with  Edmund  Hanus  at  Antigo 
in  a motion  picture  route  covering  a num- 
ber of  small  towns  in  northern  Wisconsin. 


Assigned  to  "Follies"  Script 
Hollywood — Vick  Knight,  radio  writer 
and  composer,  has  been  assigned  to  the 
script  of  “Ziegfeld  Follies”  for  Metro.  Mer- 
vyn  LeRoy  will  produce  and  direct. 
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"Uniled  Theatres  Far 
From  Dead"-Zorn 

Chicago — “The  United  Theatre  Owners 
of  Illinois  is  far  from  a dead  organization,” 
said  Eddie  Zorn,  of  Pontiac,  111.,  and 
president  of  the  association,  to  Boxoffice, 
this  week,  while  on  the  Row,  talking  prod- 
uct deals  for  1939-40. 

“As  everyone  will  recall,  we  organized 
for  a purpose,”  he  added.  “That  purpose 
was — and  still  is — to  combat  adverse  legis- 
lation against  the  industry.  We  believe  we 
did  a good  job  in  helping  to  lobby  against 
the  double-feature  bill  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature, but  vetoed  by  Gov.  Henry  Horner. 
Now  that  the  assembly  has  adjourned, 
there  is  no  need  for  any  meetings  or  ac- 
tivity at  the  present. 

“However,  when  the  time  and  purpose 
arise  again,  we  will  be  on  hand  to  help  do 
our  bit  to  keep  adverse  legislation  from 
hurting  our  business.” 

Zorn  said  the  membership  of  the  group 
now  numbers  about  100  theatre  owners, 
representing  many  more  theatres. 

Fannie  Brice  - 20th  - Fox 
Suit  Prelims  Are  Near 

Chicago— Preliminary  hearings  on  the 
Fannie  Brice  $750,000  lawsuit  against  20th 
Century-Fox  and  various  associates  are 
expected  to  get  under  way  in  federal  court 
some  time  in  September. 

As  was  expected,  the  case  was  changed 
from  local  superior  to  federal  court. 

Among  those  mentioned  in  the  suit  as 
defendants  are  the  following  local  ex- 
hibitors who  were  running  “Rose  of  Wash- 
ington Square,”  upon  which  the  suit  is 
predicated,  at  the  time  it  was  filed: 
Schoenstadt  circuit,  G.C.S.  circuit,  Jones, 
Linick  and  Schaefer,  Warner  Theatres, 
B&K,  and  Mont  Clare  Theatre  Co.  (Bill 
Charukas) . 

Saranac  Stay  Proves 
Healthful  for  Two 

Chicago — Back  from  a ten-month  so- 
journ at  Will  Rogers  Hospital  in  Saranac 
Lake,  N.  Y.,  are  Joe  Reynolds  and  Cliff 
Farmer  of  Warner  Theatres.  Both  boys  are 
the  pictures  of  health  and  “taking  on  all 
comers.” 

Reynolds,  formerly  in  the  Milwaukee 
zone,  weighed  105  pounds  when  he  entered 
the  hospital,  and  now  weighs  182;  while 
Farmer,  formerly  of  the  Chicago  area, 
weighed  110  and  now  tips  the  beam  at 
172.  Both  men  will  be  re-assigned  in  their 
respective  territories  this  week. 


Club  Anniversary 

Indianapolis — Claude  Allison,  manager 
of  the  Strand  Theatre,  has  announced  that 
the  kiddie  club  at  the  Strand,  known  as 
the  Strandites,  will  celebrate  their  third 
birthday  with  fitting  ceremonies  next  Sat- 
urday. The  program  will  include  water- 
melon and  pie-eating  contests  with  prizes. 
Seventeen  hundred  youngsters  are  regis- 
tered in  the  Strandites  and  average  at- 
tendance is  500  on  Saturdays. 
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fjARRY  GREENMAN  of  St.  Louis,  who 
will  shortly  open  the  Esquire  Theatre 
in  suburban  Clayton  there,  was  here  in  the 
city,  working  on  several  deals  preparatory 
to  opening  the  house. 

Jack  NELSON  (he  wanted  the  middle 
name  emphasized)  Katz  is  doing  Eddie 
Solomon’s  work  in  the  B&K  publicity  de- 
partment while  Eddie  is  vacationing.  Solo- 
mon is  due  back  on  Monday. 

Says  B&K’s  Dave  Wallerstein  anent  the 
new  Thanksgiving  date:  “Well  they  can 
celebrate  both  November  23  and  30  and 
we’ll  charge  holiday  prices  both  Thurs- 
days.” 

Universal  screened  “Under  Pup,”  the  film 
starring  the  l\-y ear-old  newcomer,  Gloria 
Jean,  for  exhibitors  on  Tuesday  at  the  Es- 
quire Theatre.  This  weekend  several  local 
critics  attended  the  premiere  of  the  film 
in  Gloria  Jean’s  home  town  of  Scranton,  Pa. 

Ed  (Red)  Mager,  Allied’s  booker,  is  tak- 
ing his  first  vacation  in  ten  years.  But 
those  calls  that  Beth  Morganstern  kept 
receiving  during  the  last  week  would  not 
make  it  appear  that  it  was  much  of  a va- 
cation. 

Jimmy  Savage,  B&K  publicist,  is  sport- 
ing a new  cigarette  case  and  lighter — gift 
of  Rudy  Vallee,  who  recently  played  the 
Chicago  Theatre. 

F.  D.  R.-Thanksgiving  Day  gags  are  as 
numerous  as  dates  for  a Hedy  Lamarr  pic- 
ture these  days.  Here’s  another:  “The 
boys  aren’t  sure  when  the  pre-Christmas 
slump  will  come;  they’re  afraid  Roosevelt 
is  going  to  change  the  date.” 

Back  from  a three-week  sojourn  in  Hol- 
lywood is  Henri  Elman  of  Capitol-Mono- 
gram  pictures. 

Florence  Eddy,  Selma  Hackman,  Mil- 
dred Guernsey,  James  Castle  and  Howard 
DeTamble  were  among  the  prize  winners 
at  the  annual  picnic  of  the  20th  Century- 
Fox  Employes’  Club  at  Round  Lake,  111. 

John  Balaban  and  Nate  Platt  returned 
from  their  Izaak  Walton  sojourn  into  Can- 
ada, proving  they  are  real  fishermen.  They 
had  25  and  30-poujid  muskies  and  a whole 
box  of  black  bass  to  show  for  their  efforts. 

Clarence  Shapiro,  M-G-M  talent  scout 
in  Chicago,  is  author  of  a three-act  com- 
edy-drama, “Pandora’s  Last  Box,”  which 
will  be  produced  by  a professional  cast 
September  16,  17  and  18  at  the  Women’s 
Club  Theatre.  Vic  Sutherland  is  directing. 

Jack  Barnett  of  the  Kansas  City  office 
is  pinchhitting  for  Emile  Montemurro, 
Movietone  News  bureau  head  here,  while 
“Monty”  is  vacationing  in  New  York. 

Veloz  and  Yolanda,  the  dance  team 
which  holds  one  of  the  top  records  for 
boxoffice  receipts  at  the  Chicaigo  Theatre, 
is  the  current  week’s  stage  attraction  at 
the  house,  together  with  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “Hotel  for  Women.” 

All  Warner  Theatre  managers  in  the 
Chicago  area  attended  the  gathering  of 


Wisconsin,  Illinois  and  Indiana  managers 
at  the  outing  at  Nippersink  Country  Club 
ajid  Lodge  with  Jimmy  Coston  as  host. 

Sam  Tickes  of  Teitel  Films  is  vacation- 
ing in  the  upper  part  of  Michigan. 

Vera  Zorina,  star  of  Warner’s  “On  Your 
Toes,”  was  here  this  week  for  a few  days, 
arriving  on  the  Santa  Fe  Chief.  She  sails 
next  week  on  the  Normandie  from  New 
York  for  Europe  . . . Marlene  Dietrich,  en 
route  back  to  Hollywood  to  start  work  on 
her  Universal  picture,  “Destry  Rides 
Again,”  was  a Chief  passenger  when  it  left 
Wednesday. 

The  Madison  Street-Imperial  Theatre 
was  expected  to  close  for  a short  period 
this  week. 

Harold  Wise  is  the  new  country  booker 
at  the  Paramount  exchange. 

Charlie  Ryan  Is  Elected 
Warner  Club  President 

Chicago — Charlie  Ryan,  assistant  zone 
manager  of  Warner  Theatres,  is  the  new 
president  of  the  Warner  Club  for  the  next 
season. 

Elected  entertainment  chairman  in  the 
club-wide  balloting  was  Steve  Fitzgerald, 
manager  of  the  Warner  Stratford  Theatre. 
Secretary  of  the  club  is  Arlene  Callies, 
who  is  secretary  to  Ryan. 

Treasurer  is  Alice  Nortman.  Members 
of  the  welfare  committee  are  I.  H.  Bar- 
ron and  Tom  Gilliam,  with  membership  be- 
ing handled  by  James  Summers  and  De- 
borah Finnan.  Jimmy  Coston,  zone  mana- 
ger, Warner  Theatres,  continues  in  charge 
of  contributions  and  loans. 


Metro  Buys  Broadway  Play 

Hollywood — Metro  has  bought  rights  to 
“I  Married  an  Angel,”  Broadway  musical. 
Nelson  Eddy  and  Jeanette  MacDonald  will 
co-star.  Hunt  Stromberg  will  produce. 
Richard  Rodgers  and  Lorenz  Hart  wrote 
the  stage  show. 
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Kiesling  in  Indianapolis 
On  M-G-M  Goodwill  Tour 


Indianapolis  — Barrett  C.  Kiesling, 
M-G-M  assistant  studio  publicity  director 
will  be  a visitor  in  this  territory  on  a good- 
will tour.  Harold  Marshall,  M-G-M  In- 
diana exploiteer,  will  conduct  Kiesling  on 
the  tour  in  Louisville,  Evansville,  Ind.,  and 
back  to  Indianapolis.  A luncheon  will  be 
staged  for  the  executives  of  the  various 
theatre  organizations.  Among  those  ex- 
pected to  attend  will  be  Tom  Baker  and 
Joe  Smith  of  Affiliated  Theatres,  Inc.,  In- 
dianapolis: George  Settos  and  Wm.  Rosen- 
thal of  the  Settos  Theatre  circuit,  Indiana- 
polis; V.  U.  Young,  Marc  Wolf  and  A1 
Blocher  of  Theatrical  Managers,  Indiana- 
polis; Earl  Cunningham,  Ben  Sagolowsky 
and  Mr.  Horowitz  of  the  Fountain  Square 
Theatres,  Indianapolis;  Charles  Olson  and 
Carl  Niesse  of  the  Olson  Theatre  Enter- 
prises, Indianapolis;  Joe  Cantor  of  the  Ri- 
voli  and  Emerson  theatres,  Indianapolis; 
Harry  Vonderschmitt  and  Art  Clark  of  the 
Vonderschmitt  circuit,  Bloomington;  Sam 
and  James  Gregory  and  John  Doerr  of  the 
Gregory  circuit,  Chicago,  and  Harry  Hogan 
of  the  Quimby  Theatres,  Fort  Wayne. 

W.  W.  Willman,  branch  manager,  Mr. 
Marshall  and  Mr.  Kiesling  will  be  hosts 
for  the  luncheon. 


An  Injunction  Suit  Over 
Negro  Showing  Waits 

St.  Louis — The  injunction  suit  of  Tommy 
James,  owner  of  the  Douglass  and  Strand 
theatres,  Negro  first-run  houses  here,  to 
restrain  Paramount  from  renting  two  of 
its  pictures  for  a special  midnight  Negro 
show  at  the  Missouri  Tlieatre  which  was 
scheduled  to  come  up  for  hearing  in  the 
circuit  court  on  August  15  has  been  con- 
tinued to  the  October  term.  The  exact  date 
has  not  been  determined. 


Month's  Celebration  Marks 
15th  Year  in  SU  Louis 

St.  Louis — Loew’s  Theatre  is  observing 
its  15th  anniversary  with  a 30-day  cele- 
bration that  opened  with  the  start  of  the 
local  first  run  showing  of  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz.”  This  house  opened  in  August,  1924, 
and  it  is  the  only  local  first  run  theatre 
that  can  boast  of  never  having  been  closed 
since  it  was  opened. 


Boy  to  Berman 

Springfield — Mortimer  E.  Berman,  1931 
South  Glenwood  Ave.,  manager  of  the  Or- 
pheum  Theatre,  staged  a premiere  show- 
ing of  his  own.  He  and  his  wife,  Catherine, 
were  receiving  congratulations  following 
the  birth  of  a ten-pound  son,  their  first 
child,  at  St.  John’s  Hospital. 


Curran  Drive  Winner 

St.  Louis — Ray  Curran,  office  manager 
of  the  United  Artists  exchange,  is  the 
winner  of  the  company’s  drive  in  this 
district. 


^EAN  HALL,  field  representative  of  Box- 
office  in  the  Indiana  territory  has  re- 
turned from  a vacation  spent  fishing  at 
a lake  near  Ely,  Minn. 


Rex  Carr,  manager  of  the  Alamo,  Am- 
bassador and  Cozy  theatres,  Indianapolis 
is  071  an  other  vacation. 

Herbert  Gibson,  accessory  manager  of 
the  local  RKO  office  is  starting  on  a two- 
week  vacation  with  no  definite  plans  in 
mind.  He  will  just  visit  around  as  the 
urge  demands. 

Exhibitors  in  Indiaiia  are  iirged  to  con- 
tact the  local  M-G-M  office  for  promotion 
ideas  on  their  picture,  ‘‘The  Women.”  An 
eight-page  newspaper  supplement  with  all 
types  of  cooperative  tieups  are  available 
for  campaigns  on  this  picture. 

Dick  Neall,  former  manager  of  the  Luna 
Lite  Theatre  in  Marion  and  more  recently 
connected  with  the  Olson  Theatres  as 
manager  of  the  St.  Clair,  Indianapolis,  is 
now  connected  with  Oscar  Kuschner  in 
the  operation  of  the  Hollywood,  an  In- 
dianapolis neighborhood  house.  Dick  is 
the  son  of  Sam  Neall,  manager  of  the 
Gregory  houses  in  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Catherine  Feltus,  daughter  of  Roy  Fel- 
tus,  former  inaiiager  for  many  years  of 
the  Harris-Graiid  Theatre,  Bloomington, 
a7id  7WW  operatmg  a poster  co7npa7iy  there, 
rece7itly  attended  a prerniere  of  the  film 
‘‘Beau  Geste”  i7i  Los  Arigeles  with  Robert 
Presto7i,  o7ie  of  the  stars  in  the  picture 
. . . Miss  Feltus  a7id  Presto7i  have  been 
frie7ids  since  studerit  theatre  days  m Pas- 
ade7ia.  Miss  Feltus  was  the  campus  queen 
at  I7idia7ia  University,  Blbomington,  where 
she  atterided  college  a7id  also  acted  as 
cashier  for  her  father  at  the  theatre. 


Earl  Cunningham,  manager  of  the  Foun- 
tain Square  Theatres,  and  the  Mrs.  are 
having  a holiday  in  New  York.  Miss  Katy 
Lou  Matlock,  winner  of  the  title  “Miss 
Indiana”  and  the  protege  of  Cunningham, 
has  accompanied  them  for  the  trip.  Upon 
her  return  she  is  expected  to  head  for 
Hollywood  and  a screen  test. 

Kolma7i  Hirsclunan,  booker  of  the  Settos 
Theatres,  is  ill  at  his  home  with  lobar 
P7ieu77i07iia.  His  physicia7i  has  reported 
hhn  out  of  da7iger  a7id  he  now  is  able  to 
receive  compariy. 

Walter  W.  Whitworth,  film  critic  for  the 
l7idia7iapolis  News,  is  recovering  in  the 
Methodist  Hospital  after  an  appendectomy. 

Forrest  Quirm,  manager  of  the  Vogue 
Theatre,  is  on  vacatio7i  a7id  is  bemg  re- 
lieved by  Tommy  Wright,  his  assista7it. 
Al  Hedding  of  the  Uptown  also,  is  vaca- 
ti07ii7ig  a7id  he  arid  Quinn  are  traveling  to 
Florida.  Hedding  is  being  relieved  by  Ted 
Nicholas,  manager  of  the  Lyric  Theatre, 
at  present  closed. 

Mrs.  Grace  Wolfard,  operator  of  the 
Hamilton  Theatre,  is  another  on  vacation. 


Cantor  Bros.  Annex  Two 
More  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — The  Cantor  Bros,  have 
taken  over  the  operation  of  two  more  lo- 
cal neighborhood  theatres,  the  Golden  at 
6116  E.  Washington  St.,  and  the  Parker 
at  2930  E.  Tenth  St.  The  Golden  Theatre 
was  built  several  years  ago  by  Herman 
Golden  and  wife.  The  Parker  has  been 
operated  for  the  past  two  years  by  Ben 
Mansfield,  brother  of  Mi’S.  Golden. 

Two  theatre  corporations  have  been 
formed  for  these  interests,  one  to  be  known 
as  the  Arlington  Theatres,  Inc.,  and  the 
Parker  Theatres,  Inc.  Resident  agent  for 
both  corporations  will  be  Alexandre  L. 
Asch,  an  Indianapolis  attorney.  Incor- 
porators are  Joe  Cantor,  Leo  Cantor  and 
Morris  Cantor. 

The  Cantors  now  operate  five  neigh- 
borhood houses,  the  Rivoli  and  Emerson 
on  the  east  side  and  the  Garrick  on  the 
north  side  which  is  now  closed  for  com- 
plete remodeling  and  redecorating  and  is 
expected  to  open  sometime  next  month. 


lohn  B.  Olinger,  65. 

Dies  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — John  B.  Olinger,  65,  pioneer 
local  exhibitor,  died  at  his  home  in  Mil- 
waukee following  an  illness  of  several 
months. 

Olinger  operated  the  American  and  Toy 
theatres  during  his  22  years  in  the  theatre 
business  from  1906  to  1928.  He  adhered 
to  a five-cent  admission  price.  He  retired 
from  the  theatre  business  in  1928  to  open 
a department  store  and  in  recent  years  had 
been  retired  from  all  business  activity. 
Survivors  include  his  wife  and  a sister. 


Bowling  Plans  to  Fore 
On  Chicago  Filmrow 

Chicago — With  softball  practically  fin- 
ished for  this  season,  sports  enthusiasts 
along  Filmrow  are  beginning  to  think  of 
plans  for  the  next  bowling  season. 

It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  organize  the 
bowling  league  along  a sound  basis  again 
this  coming  year,  and  all  bowlers,  whether 
they  participated  last  year  or  not,  and  who 
want  to  bowl  this  coming  season  are  asked 
to  get  in  touch  with  Chris  Chinn,  at  Na- 
tional Screen  Service. 


Johnnie  Olsen  Visits  Home  Town 

Fort  Wayne — In  a setting  that  looked 
for  all  the  world  like  one  of  his  stage 
shows,  Johnnie  Olsen,  a member  of  the 
stage  team  of  Olsen  and  Johnson,  enter- 
tained most  of  Fort  Wayne  today  at  a 
housewarming  for  his  mother,  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine Olsen. 


Kennedy  Manages  St.  Clair 

Indianapolis — The  Olson  chain  has  ap- 
pointed James  Kennedy  as  manager  of 
the  St.  Clair  Theatre,  replacing  Dick 
Neall.  Kennedy  has  launched  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  family  nights. 
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County  Attorney  a 
Bank  Night  Ally 

Belleville,  III. — In  apparent  conflict 
with  various  court  rulings  on  the  subject, 
including  the  state  supreme  court.  State’s 
Attorney  Louis  P.  Zerweck  of  St.  Clair 
county  has  advanced  an  informal  opinion 
holding  that  Bank  Night  as  conducted  at 
three  local  houses  is  not  a violation  of 
Illinois  law.  The  supreme  court  has  ruled 
that  even  conducted  strictly  according  to 
contract  rules.  Bank  Night  is  a lottery. 

Ordered  earlier  by  city  police  to  halt  the 
cash  drawings,  Noah  Bloomer,  owner  of  two 
of  the  local  houses,  held  the  drawings  out- 
side city  limits. 

Zerweck  held  that  as  there  is  no  in- 
crease in  admission  prices  on  gift  nights 
one  of  the  elements  of  a lottery  (a  consid- 
eration) is  lacking. 

Baseball  Fight  Concert 
Tough  Competition 

Chicago — There’s  been  talk  about  the 
country  about  what  tough  competition  ex- 
hibitors in  various  cities  have  had  to  face 
this  summer. 

But  the  boys  in  the  Windy  City  believe 
that  what  they  had  to  contend  with  on 
Tuesday  night  was  about  the  toughest  yet: 

A capacity  audience  to  watch  the  night 
baseball  game  between  the  Chicago  White 
Sox  and  the  New  York  Yankees,  about 
51,000  all  told,  with  about  another  quar- 
ter million  or  so  estimated  listening  at 
home. 

Another  200,000  or  so  listening  to  Law- 
rence Tibbett’s  free  Grant  Park  concert 
sponsored  by  the  park  commissioners  and 
the  Chicago  musicians’  union. 

And  other  estimated  thousands  listening 
to  the  broadcast  of  the  Armstrong -Ambers 
fight  from  New  York. 


Tamler  Reopens 

Indianapolis — Nathan  Tamler  has  an- 
nounced the  reopening  of  the  Civic  The- 
atre after  a dark  spell  for  remodeling  and 
redecorating. 


171st  Allied  Member 

Chicago — The  171st  member  theatre  to 
join  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois  is  the  Dear- 
born Theatre  of  Jones,  Linick,  and  Schaef- 
er, Jack  Kirsch,  president,  said  this  week. 


A "Business"  Sign 
That  Covers  All 

Chicago — Jimmy  Savage  has  the  boys 
in  the  B&K  publicity  department  laugh- 
ing over  the  "business"  sign  on  his  of- 
fice door.  It  reads:  "Savage  Enterprises 
— bookings,  poetry,  talent  scouting,  ro- 
dio,  lake  cruises  (Sir  Savage  just  re- 
turned from  one),  advertising  and  pub- 
licity (in  small  lettering),  and  WHOLE- 
SALE LIQUOR,  too." 


Another  View 


Milwaukee — In  an  editorial  captioned 
“Motion  Pictures  and  Propaganda,”  the 
Milwaukee  Sentinel  accuses  motion  pictures 
of  being  a “battle-ground  for  foreign  isms.” 

Charging  films  with  becoming  a propa- 
ganda machine,  the  editorial  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

‘“riie  greatest  danger  to  the  vitality  and 
progress  of  any  art  or  form  of  entertain- 
ment is  that  of  becoming  obvious,  dull  and 
boring. 

“One  of  the  easiest  and  quickest  paths  to 
this  peril  is  to  pervert  the  uses  of  the  art 
to  the  purpose  of  special  pleading  in  poli- 
tics, to  the  presentation  of  half-truths 
and  whole  lies,  to  the  twisting  of  truth  so 
that  it  will  fit  a preconceived,  unnatural 
and  fallacious  set  of  opinions.  In  a word, 
propaganda. 

“This  is  precisely  what  is  happening  to 
the  movies. 

“The  screen  is  full  of  propaganda,  sel- 
dom subtle,  usually  thinly  disguised  and 
often  impudently  bare-faced. 

“Motion  pictures  have  become  a battle- 
ground for  foreign  isms. 

“Sometimes  these  alien  doctrines  mas- 
querade as  Americanism,  so  poorly,  how- 
ever, that  the  dullest  and  most  indifferent 
can  detect  it  without  half  trying. 

“But  in  reality,  these  propagandist  issues, 
no  matter  what  their  disguise,  are  totally 
foreign. 

“Generally,  the  trend  is  to  advocate 
wholly  or  in  part  the  doctrine  of  com- 
munism and  to  villify  everything  that  op- 
poses communism. 

“Consequently  the  people,  not  a bit  fool- 
ed by  these  pseudo-dramatic  arguments 
and  vastly  irritated  by  them,  are  staying 
away  from  theatres. 

“The  movies  are  doing  badly  as  a result. 
Their  income  is  down.  They  are  losing  the 
pleasing  and  entertaining  power  upon 
which  their  life  depends. 

“During  the  Bridges  deportation  hearing, 
it  was  testified  that  the  communists  are 
trying  to  get  complete  control  of  the  film 
industry. 

“This  seems  hardly  necessary,  for  the 
movies  at  present  seem  to  be  a highly 
susceptible  and  well  prepared  field  for 
radical  conversion. 

“Directors,  actors,  writers  and  even  some 
producers,  many  of  them  still  high  in  pub- 
lic favor,  plume  themselves  on  communist 
beliefs  and  translate  these  beliefs  into  the 
fatal  action  of  uninteresting  and  offensive 
pictures. 

“Raised  to  fame  and  wealth  under  the 
economic  system  that  made  this  country 
rich,  powerful  and  free,  they  persist  in  an 
attitude  of  radicalism  that  would  destroy 
not  only  the  democratic  basis  of  that  sys- 
tem, but  the  system  itself  as  well  as  the 
art  that  they  practice  and  profess  to  cul- 
tivate. 

“Communist  propaganda  in  the  sheep’s 
clothing  of  drama,  will  not  fool,  convince 
or  convert  the  American  people. 

“Instead  it  bores  the  American  people: 
it  irritates  the  American  people;  it  in- 
sults the  American  people. 

“The  consequences  are  financial  anemia 
and  paralysis,  unless  motion  pictures  are 
intelligent  and  patriotic  enough  to  stop 
this  silly  and  seditious  effort  to  outrage 


Hays  Is  Optimistic; 
Mum  on  the  Code 

Chicago — Returning  to  New  York  from 
a routine  coast  trip.  Will  H.  Hays  was 
optimistic  and  hopeful  over  the  outlook 
for  the  industry  for  the  coming  season. 

“Things  are  picking  up  fine,”  he  beam- 
ed. “They’ve  got  some  great  pictures  in 
the  making  at  the  various  studios.” 

“No  comment,”  was  his  answer  to  re- 
porters’ queries  about  rejection  of  the  in- 
dustry code  by  Thurman  Arnold. 

Asked  about  what  he  thought  of  so- 
called  “propaganda”  pictures,  he  countered 
with,  “There  are  no  such  things  as  propa- 
ganda pictures.” 

Tells  of  Big  Ad  Plans 
For  Warner  Feature 

Chicago — S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner 
publicity  and  advertising  head,  stopping 
over  between  trains  en  route  to  New  York 
for  a two  or  three-week  stay,  said  that 
the  company  was  planning  a $250,000  ad- 
vertising campaign  on  “On  Your  Toes,” 
which  stars  Vera  Zorina  and  Eddie  Albert. 

Traveling  two  days  in  advance  of  the 
star  herself,  Einfeld  quipped  as  he  stepped 
off  the  Santa  Pe  Super-Chief:  “I’m  an  ad- 
vance man  now.” 


Metro  Executives  and 
Chain  Head  Huddle 

Chicago — William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M 
general  sales  head,  and  Jack  Flynn,  dis- 
trict manager,  were  here  this  week  work- 
ing on  several  circuit  deals.  Talking  terms 
with  them  was  John  J.  Friedl  of  Minne- 
sota Amusement,  Minneapolis.  Sitting  in 
on  that  deal  also  was  M-G-M  Manager 
Bob  Workman  of  Minneapolis. 


Warner  Signs  Poe  Ancestor 

Hollywood — Edgar  Allen  Poe,  great- 
grand  nephew  of  the  poet,  has  signed  as 
technical  adviser  on  the  story  of  his  an- 
cestor’s life,  which  Warner  is  producing. 


Pikesville  Basks 


Pikesville,  Ky. — The  story  of  John  Mar- 
vin Yost,  local  banker  whose  methods  have 
gained  nationwide  publicity,  will  shortly 
reach  the  screen,  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement this  week  by  Darryl  F.  Za- 
nuck,  20th  Century-Fox  production  chief. 

Yost  is  the  small  town  banker  who  reap- 
ed profits  for  himself  and  his  townsmen 
by  lending  money  with  only  honesty  as 
security.  Through  his  unique  banking  sys- 
tem, Pikesville  coal  miners  have  been  given 
opportunities  for  advanced  education. 

Selection  of  a cast  and  a director  will 
be  made  as  soon  as  the  screenplay  has 
been  completed. 


and  oppose  the  will  of  the  American  peo- 
ple to  keep  free  from  foreign  conflicts  and 
entanglements.” 
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UAExploiteer  "Builds”  Outdooi 
Theatre  to  Present  "Music” 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

INTERLOCHEN,  MicH. — Practically  building 
an  outdoor  theatre  in  less  than  two  days’ 
time,  including  a home-made  screen,  out- 
door projector  stands,  etc..  Art  Catlin, 
United  Artists’  exploiteer,  staged  a first- 
rate  out-door  exploitation  of  a major  fea- 
ture. 

United  Artists  staged  the  preview  show- 
ing of  “They  Shall  Have  Music,”  Sam 
Goldwyn’s  production  starring  Jascha 
Heifetz,  at  the  National  Music  Camp  here, 
nationally-recognized  as  America’s  summer 
musical  capitol  for  young  musicians.  As 
a result  of  the  showing,  which  was  the 
first  outside  the  current  New  York  run, 
the  camp  scholarship  fund  received  all  pro- 
ceeds, and  UA  received  for  “They  Shall 
Have  Music,”  a direct  plug  on  the  picture 
during  the  regular  Sunday  afternoon  NBC 
broadcast  of  the  camp’s  National  High 
School  Orchestra,  over  some  80  stations. 

After  plans  were  arranged  by  UA’s  Mon- 
roe Greenthal  in  New  York  between  the 
school  camp  and  NBC  officials.  Catlin  was 
delegated  to  take  care  of  details  of  the 
showing.  He  found  that  the  showing  would 
have  to  be  held  in  the  open,  in  the  Inter- 
lochen  Bowl.  Arriving  two  days  before  the 
showing,  he  was  unable  to  find  a portable 
screen  large  enough,  so  that  he  obtained 
400  square  feet  of  muslin,  in  strips,  and 
had  the  camp  sewing  room  make  a screen 
18  by  21  feet.  Later  this  was  calsimined 
by  students  at  the  school  under  Catlin ’s 
direction. 

He  located  one  of  many  traveling  ex- 
hibitors in  this  northern  Michigan  resort 
country,  and  engaged  him  to  run  the  pic- 
ture. Using  portable  sound  and  projec- 
tion, but  with  perfect  acoustics  in  the  bowl. 


Delivering — 

The  print  of  “They  Shall  Have  Music” 
is  delivered  safely,  albeit  perhaps  not 
by  the  most  modern  of  methods,  to  the 
Interlochen  preview  site. 


Preparing — 

Art  Catlin,  United  Artists  exploiteer. 
dons  his  bathing  suit  and  whitewashes 
the  makeshift  screen  setup  for  the  In- 
terlochen, Mich.,  preview  of  “They 
Shall  Have  Music”  at  the  National 
Music  Camp. 


which  was  constructed  primarily  for  con- 
cert work,  the  picture  was  presented  with 
projection  and  sound  that  rivaled  that 
heard  in  many  theatres. 

The  stunt  pulled  considerable  publicity 
for  the  picture,  not  only  in  this  section 
of  the  state  where  most  of  the  theatres 
are  operated  by  the  Butterfield  circuit  of 
Detroit,  but  also  throughout  the  country. 
In  addition  to  the  NBC  broadcast  men- 
tion of  the  picture,  the  camp  publicity 
department  sent  out  stories  on  the  show- 
ing to  300  radio  editors  and  15  music 
magazines,  stressing  the  similarity  in  the 
use  of  a junior  symphony  orchestra  in  the 
picture,  and  that  of  the  camp  high  school 
orchestra. 

Stories  were  also  sent  to  all  newspapers 
within  90  miles,  and  stressed  that  the  pic- 
ture would  be  shown  soon  at  all  Butter- 
field theatres,  so  as  not  to  attract  regular 
patrons.  The  Traverse  City  (Mich.)  Eagle 
'Traverse  City  is  only  15  miles  from  Inter- 
lochen) used  a front-page  spread  on  the 
showing  of  the  picture.  Chicago  and  De- 
troit 'numerous  young  musicians  from 
both  cities  are  in  attendance  at  the  camp) 
newspapers  used  stories  on  the  showing. 
The  entire  country-side  was  placarded  by 
students  of  the  school  days  in  advance. 

The  entire  camp  personnel,  including 
400  students  and  instructors,  sent  a per- 
sonal invitation  to  Heifetz  to  attend  the 
showing.  Besides  mentioning  the  picture 
on  the  broadcast,  the  National  High  School 


Symphony  played,  in  further  tribute  to 
Heifetz  and  the  picture,  Tschaikowsky’s 
“Andante  Cantabile  from  the  string  quar- 
tet, Opus  11,”  as  one  number  during  the 
broadcast. 

More  than  3,500  persons  attended  the 
showing,  most  of  the  audience  being  made 
up  from  summer  vacationists  from  numer- 
ous states  in  the  United  States. 


"Maisie"  Identiiication 
Contest  Promotes  Film 

Janesville,  Wis.  — The  Myers  Theatre 
here  promoted  a full-page  newspaper  ad- 
vertisement captioned,  “Who  and  Where 
is  Maisie?”  in  an  exploitation  tieup  with 
merchants. 

The  first  person  to  identify  Maisie  re- 
ceived a $5  cash  award,  while  the  first 
person  to  identify  her  at  each  appearance 
in  the  stores  listed  on  the  full-page  ad  re- 
ceived complimentary  ticket  admitting  two 
to  the  Myers. 

Only  helpful  tip  was  a look  for  an  “Ex- 
plosive Blonde  that  is  5 ft.  8 in.  and  weighs 
120  pounds.  That’s  Maisie.” 


Kiddie  Coloring  Contest 
For  "Wizard  of  Oz" 

Kenosha,  Wis. — Thomas  Reilly,  mana- 
ger of  the  Gateway  Theatre  here,  pro- 
moted a coloring  tieup  with  the  Kenosha 
Evening  News  as  an  exploitation  stunt 
for  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 

The  newspaper  reproduced  two  draw- 
ings from  the  picture  and  the  youngsters 
doing  the  best  coloring  job  on  them  were 
given  copies  of  the  book.  Five  such  books 
were  awarded  and  25  pairs  of  tickets  to  the 
theatre  to  the  next  best  entries  sub- 
mitted in  the  contest. 


Explaining — 

Here,  Art  Catlm  (left)  is  explaining  to 
Dr.  J.  E.  Maddy,  center,  and  T.  P. 
Giddings,  co- founders  of  the  National 
Music  Camp,  the  intricacies  of  projec- 
tors and  sound  equipment  for  the  pre- 
view. 
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SOFTBALL  COMPETITION,  IN  THE  MAIN,  IS  A 
DIMMING  MENACE,  IS  EXHIBITOR  CONSENSUS 

Find  Opposition  Unwise;  Miunesota  Amusemezit  Co.  Will 

Games  Soon  Run  Out 

Their  Popularity  Ally  With  Time  Limit  Foes 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Kansas  City — For  several  years  softball 
has  been  a nightmare  to  many  exhibitors 
in  this  area. 

Played  mostly  in  the  evening  under 
lights  promoted  from  merchants,  charging 
no  admission,  the  games  have  constituted 
a real  competitor  to  the  exhibition  box- 
office.  Participants  normally  have  a num- 
ber of  persons  interested  in  seeing  them 
perform — members  of  the  family,  relatives, 
business  associates  and  acquaintances,  etc., 
so  that  each  player  keeps  away  from  the 
theatre  quite  a number  of  individuals  who 
fall  into  the  classification  of  film  patrons. 
In  some  cities  women  have  formed  teams. 

Softball  still  is  real  competition,  but 
there  are  indications  that,  in  many  cases 
at  least,  the  popularity  of  the  game  follows 
a definite  course  of  growth  and  decline. 

In  one  western  Kansas  town  of  1,500 
population,  for  instance,  the  game  grew 
up  and  died  in  a period  of  about  six  years. 
It  achieved  an  outstanding  popularity  the 
third  and  fourth  years,  at  a time — during 
droughts — when  the  local  theatre  could 
least  afford  it.  But  the  fifth  year  attend- 
ance and  interest  in  play  tapered  off 
sharply.  In  the  sixth  season  it  collapsed, 
and  the  game  is  no  longer  played  at  all 
in  this,  the  seventh  year.  The  big  field, 
specially  constructed,  with  lights  which 
were  furnished  by  the  merchants  of  the 
town,  is  abandoned. 

The  local  exhibitor  never  opposed  the 
game.  He  didn’t  like  it,  but  he  felt  that 
active  opposition  would  only  earn  him  and 
his  business  ill  will  without  mitigating  the 
popularity  of  the  play.  Experience  of  ex- 
hibitors elsewhere  has  been  just  that. 

In  15  Missouri  and  Kansas  cities  rang- 
ing from  5,000  population  up,  the  game 
either  hasn’t  taken  hold  at  all,  or  it  has 
followed  this  course  of  growth  and  de- 
cline. In  some  of  the  cities  the  life  of  the 
game  has  been  only  three  or  four  years; 
in  others  it  has  lasted  longer.  But  these 
towns  are  typical,  and  their  experience  is 
significant  in  any  long  range  view  of  the 
competitive  strength  of  softball. 

In  some  cases  regular  baseball  has  taken 
the  place  of  softball;  in  a few  of  the  towns 
it  is  very  popular.  However,  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  tremendous  popularity  of 
softball  is  that  almost  anyone  can  play  it. 
Players  do  not  have  to  be  athletes.  They 
come  out  of  stores  and  banks  and  filling 
stations.  The  man  of  35  or  40  who  used 
“to  be  pretty  good  with  a ball”  goes  out 
and  finds  he  can  hold  his  own.  He  has  a 
larger  personal  following  than  a youngster 
might.  Multiply  him  by  18  and  you  have 
a cross  section  of  any  small  community;  in 
a larger  city  he  is  multiplied  several  times. 
After  a couple  of  seasons  he  gets  pretty 


Minneapolis — If  necessary,  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  will  join  a sizeable 
group  of  Twin  City  independent  exhibitors 
in  strenuously  opposing  the  Northwest  Al- 
lied sponsored  ordinance  limiting  film 
shows  to  21/2  hours’  duration  in  order  to 
outlaw  double  features. 

The  ordinance  has  been  introduced  in 
the  city  council  here  and  now  is  before 
the  ordinances  and  legislation  committee 
for  consideration. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  stand  in  the 
matter  was  made  known  by  J.  L.  Ludwig, 
assistant  general  manager. 

Occasion  for  the  fight  against  the  meas- 
ure v/ill  arise  if  the  city  attorney  rules 
that  such  proposed  legislation  is  consti- 
tutional. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  city  at- 
torney by  the  committee  last  week  for 
an  opinion  on  its  validity  and,  pending 
such  opinion,  a public  hearing  was  being 
deferred. 

At  such  a public  hearing.  Northwest 
Allied  proponents  and  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  independent  opponents 
would  present  their  arguments. 

“All  that  those  pushing  this  ordinance 
wish  to  do  is  to  legislate  something  that 
would  favor  a particular  few,”  said  Lud- 
wig, explaining  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.’s  position.  “Enactment  of  this 


tired  of  stiff  joints  and  sore  spots,  and  goes 
back  to  getting  his  entertainment  from 
watching,  which  includes  watching  motion 
pictures. 

The  following  observations,  made  by  suc- 
cessful exhibitors  in  Kansas  and  Missouri, 
present  an  excellent  case  record  of  soft- 
ball  competition  in  a variety  of  communi- 
ties. 

1.  There  is  no  organized  softball  here. 
Naturally  the  kids  play  in  vacant  lots,  but 
that  draws  no  crowds.  There  is  a Ban 
Johnson  league  which  plays  hard  ball,  but 
it  is  definitely  losing  in  popularity  this 
year.  The  merchants  have  been  hit  pret- 
ty heavy  on  donations,  and  on  top  of  that 
it  is  a losing  team.  People  seem  to  think 
that  they  will  not  even  have  a team  next 
year.  The  American  Legion  sponsors  a 
team  composed  of  boys  from  12  to  14 
which  is  more  popular  than  the  Ban  John- 
son team.  It  also  plays  hard  ball  . . . 
There  is  not  so  much  interest  in  baseball 
as  there  has  been  in  the  past  . . . Prior  to 
this  year  there  were  a number  of  softball 
teams  which  played  under  the  auspices  of 
the  local  churches,  but  this  league  is  not 
running  this  year.  Last  year  there  was  a 


ordinance  undoubtedly  would  lead  to  other 
restrictive  legislation  and  possibly  to  cen- 
sorship. It  is  a restriction  of  freedom  in 
business  and  should  be  fought  as  such. 
There  is  no  valid  reason  why  the  opera- 
tion of  our  theatres  should  be  governed 
by  such  restrictive  laws.” 

The  independent  group  under  the  Sol 
Lebedoff’s  wing,  that  is  combating  the 
proposed  ordinance,  is  opposed  to  double 
features,  but  wishes  to  spare  the  special 
Saturday  midnight  shows,  comprising  twin 
bills,  which,  they  claim,  are  essential  for 
the  continued  existence  of  many  theatres. 
They  think  that  the  spread  of  double  fea- 
tures should  be  fought  through  effective 
organization  instead  of  restrictive  legis- 
lation. 

Ludwig  denies  the  claim  by  Bennie  Ber- 
ger, prominent  independent  circuit  opera- 
tor, that  the  “Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
is  looking  for  an  excuse  to  go  double 
feature”  and  that,  accordingly,  unless  the 
proposed  legislation  carries,  “this  will  be 
a double  feature  territory  in  no  time.” 

“We  have  absolutely  no  plans  for  dou- 
ble features  in  any  theatres  other  than 
the  Minneapolis  Aster  and  St.  Paul  Tow- 
er,” declared  Mr.  Ludwig.  “If,  however,  a 
year  hence,  or  two,  three  or  four,  such 
policy  is  deemed  advisable,  we  wish  to  be 
able  to  adopt  it.” 


softball  team  supported  by  the  local 
merchants  but  that  team  has  not  been 
formed  this  year. 

2.  The  game  first  became  popular  last 
summer  and  has  been  going  stronger  this 
year  than  last.  It  is  estimated  that  from 
1,500  to  3,000  people  attend  these  night 
games,  depending  upon  the  popularity  and 
standing  of  the  teams  playing.  There  is 
no  admission  charge.  Games  are  played 
every  night  except  Sunday.  There  are 
two  leagues,  one  for  men  and  one  for 
women,  with  18  teams  altogether.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  softball  games,  there  is  an 
American  Legion  junior  league,  playing 
regular  baseball  every  afternoon  starting 
about  five  o’clock.  This  is  for  youngsters 
and  the  league  consists  of  six  teams.  These 
games  are  played  at  the  ball  park  but  are 
not  very  well  attended  in  comparison  with 
the  softball  games. 

3.  Very  little  softball  is  being  played  this 
year.  We  have  a league  that  plays  regu- 
lation baseball,  which  has  replaced  most  of 
the  softball  teams. 

4.  Organized  three  years  ago  and  held 
at  night  under  lights,  softball  went  pretty 

(Continued  on  page  74) 
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Fok  Midwest  Convention  Notes 


Excelsior  Springs — Spyros  Skouras  was 
scheduled  for  a 30-minute  talk.  He  talked 
for  two  hours  and  a quarter — and  the  boys 
liked  it! 


A hot  foursome  was  that  of  Skouras. 
Byron  Spencer,  Charles  Knickerbocker  and 
C.  A.  Schultz,  which  played  a round  Tues- 
day afternoon  before  Skouras  had  to  leave 
for  Denver. 


In  eight  years  of  conventions,  this  one 
was  the  first  at  which  they  held  a general 
session  after  dinner. 


Lewis  B.  Sponsler,  formerly  of  the 
Waldo,  was  at  the  convention  with  his 
Br’er  Fox  setup.  With  E.  P.  Scraper,  Wich- 
ita: Jerry  Baker,  formerly  of  the  Granada, 
and  Lewis  H.  Hoffman,  Sponsler  has 
formed  Br’er  Fox  Clubs  of  America,  Inc. 
The  group  has  had  a 12 -minute  16mm  mo- 
tion picture  made  of  a kids’  stage  show 
(taken  at  the  Granada),  and  this  was  re- 
viewed by  Skouras  and  Rhoden  at  the  con- 
vention— in  Skouras’  room. 


The  company  has  named  Stan  Goldberg 
to  handle  in  eastern  Kansas.  Stan  will  con- 
tinue with  his  Quality  Premiums. 


A.  T.  Rowe,  Burch  Mfg.  Co.,  set  up  a 
popcorn  machine  in  the  lobby  of  the  Elms 
and  served  free  corn  during  the  conven- 
tion. Miss  Dorothy  Taylor  dished  it  out. 


Fred  Martin  and  Bert  Edwards  of  Box 
Office  Attractions  brought  down  a display 

Food  and  Fun  Finish 
Fox  Midwest  Meet 

Excelsior  Springs — A combination  of 
good  food  and  horseplay  made  the  Fox 
Midwest  convention  banquet  one  that 
will  be  remembered  a long  time  by  film 
men  and  Fox  managers.  Branch  man- 
agers of  film  companies — Truog,  Fuller, 
Winn,  Desch,  Manfre,  Hensler,  Miller, 
Thompson — sat  at  the  speakers  table  with 
Rhoden,  and  were  bombarded  from  be- 
hind scenes  with  firecrackers,  pistol  shots 
and  telegrams,  and  from  the  front  by  boos 
and  applause.  They  took  it — and  liked  it, 
and  were  still  there  after  the  last  cannon 
cracker  exploded  under  their  coat  tails. 

Via  a loudspeaker  arrangement,  Johnny 
Connors  and  Harry  McClure  played  the 
part  of  “the  grapevine’’  with  “inside  dope” 
from  distribution  heads  in  New  York  and 
Hollywood  to  the  respective  representatives 
of  movie  companies  sitting  at  the  speak- 
ers table. 

Doc  Hitchler  and  Edgar  Jones  took  their 
napkins  in  their  hands  halfway  through 
dinner  and  did  a couple  of  imitations — of 
what  the  audience  never  discovered. 

Larry  Breuninger  presented  the  golf 
prizes,  and  gave  Woody  Irwin  a can  of 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


of  “Dividend  Night,”  which  aU  the  boys 
were  playing. 


Beverly  Miller  published  Movi  News,  four 
issues,  during  the  course  of  the  convention, 
and  had  it  in  the  managers’  boxes  for  read- 
ing before  they  went  home.  The  news  in- 
cluded that  and  gags  related  to  the 
meeting. 


Harry  Sefton  of  Wichita,  was  around  the 
lobby  Wednesday  in  a black  bowler,  a 
goatee,  and  cutaway.  He  was  representing 
a country  doctor,  and  examined  Edd  Haas 
for  the  latter’s  stayability  in  the  coming 
fall  campaign  of  Fox  Midwest.  You  could 
hear  Haas’s  heart  (or  was  it  someone 
snapping  his  fingers  in  front  of  the  mike?) 
all  over  the  hotel. 


Lou  Honig  got  his  lap  sat  on  when  prac- 
tical jokers  brought  in  “a  cousin.” 


There  was  a good  deal  of  horseplay 
Wednesday  morning,  as  Lon  Cox  can 
testify. 


Spyros  Skouras  took  a hurry  up 
(mineral)  bath  before  catching  the  train 
to  Denver. 


They  presented  Howard  White,  auditor, 
with  a checkered  Sherlock  Holmes  cap, 
shoes  with  about  four  inches  of  gum  on 
the  soles,  and  a two-yard  long  flashlight. 
The  latter  should  have  been  a spyglass. 


The  toy  airplanes  Fox  men  found  at 
their  plates  at  Wednesday’s  luncheon  prob- 
ably were  due  to  Doug  Desch.  On  the 
wings  was  written,  “Fly  to  Box  Office 
Profit  With  Tailspin  Tommy.” 


Buddy  Brown  played  his  first  game  of 
golf  at  the  convention — and  won  a prize 
for  being  the  tournament’s  worst  golfer. 


Chet  Hylton  is  just  naturally  good 
around  horses.  He  won  the  horseshoe 
pitching  contest  <with  Fred  Kluck  and 
Steve  Souttar  second  and  third) , and  in 
between  matches  put  Delmar,  pride  of  the 
Elms  stables,  through  some  very  fancy 
pacing  on  the  bridle  path. 


Stan  Goldberg  said  there  was  too  much 
action  in  horseback  riding  for  him,  and 
kept  trying  to  get  someone  to  ride  his 
horse.  Other  equestrians  (?)  were  Sammy 
Naster,  Harry  Biederman. 


Harry  Biederman  was  even  better  on  the 
tennis  court  than  on  a horse.  He  won  the 
tennis  tournament.  Mel  Miller  was  run- 
ner up. 


Special  awards  for  promotion  of  “Ken- 
tucky” were  won  by  Leon  Robertson, 
Springfield,  Mo.,  $150,  and  Phil  Hill,  Jay- 
hawk,  Topeka,  Kas.,  $250;  between  the 
two  of  them  they  shared  4/5th  of  the  total 
prize  money  offered  nationally  by  National 
Theatres  on  the  picture. 


Other  visitors  included  O.  K.  Mason, 
Commonwealth;  Nat  Hechtman,  Holly- 


Reward  Best  Putts 
At  Fox  Tourney 

Excelsior  Springs — The  golf  tourna- 
ment at  the  Fox  Midwest  conventions  is 
always  one  of  the  largest — and  most  hil- 
arious— in  the  Middle  West.  This  year 
was  no  exception.  Almost  a hundred  par- 
ticipated, and  more  than  half  won  prizes. 

Winner  was  Lawrence  Breuninger,  To- 
peka manager  for  Fox,  with  Buss  Carroll 
and  Jim  Nugent  in  a tie  for  second,  and 
A1  McClure  with  third  low  gross. 

In  the  executive  flight  the  medalist  was 
E.  C.  Rhoden;  runner-up,  Charles  Shafer; 
third,  Harry  McClure,  and  fourth,  Edd 
Haas. 

R.  S.  Murphy  -was  medalist  in  the  home 
office  flight,  with  Howard  White,  Paul 
Baker,  and  Ralph  Adams  coming  down 
the  stretch  in  that  order. 

In  the  flight  for  districts  Nos.  1,  4 and 
5,  C.  C.  Murray  was  tops.  Bill  Souttar 
second,  Ludy  Boston  third  and  Roy  Cato 
fourth. 

District  2 flight:  Harley  Fryer,  B.  M. 
Montee,  Chester  Boggs,  and  Jack  Slinker. 

District  3:  Dennis  Montee,  Roy  Burford, 
Max  Van  Buren,  and  Tom  Steele. 

Visitors  flight;  Byron  Spencer,  Kansas 
City  attorney;  Jack  Zern,  Altec;  Benny 
Benjamin,  district  manager  for  Republic 
Pictures,  and  A.  Corder. 

Miscellaneous  winners:  Fewest  putts, 
Lou  Hoffman,  Br’er  Fox;  most  putts.  Bill 
Laughlin;  worst  golfer.  Buddy  Brown; 
second  high  score,  Hal  Perrin,  American 
Seating;  third  high  score,  E.  L.  Harris  of 
Alexander  Film  and  Don  Davis  of  RCA  in 
a tie;  most  strokes  for  one  hole.  Cope 
Forbes;  best  poker  hand,  Ed  Allison,  and 
highest  and  lowest  nine,  John  Meinardi. 

The  toughest  athletic  competition  of  the 
afternoon,  however,  was  the  sitters’  con- 
test, which  was  won  by  Winnie  Irwin. 
Edgar  Jones  was  a poor  second,  and  Doc 
Hitchler  a straggling  third  in  the  gruelling 
duel. 

Prize  donors  included  Ward  Scott  and 
George  Fuller,  Bill  Truog,  Roy  Miller  and 
Pete  Dana,  T.  R.  Thompson,  Ralph  LiBeau 
and  Joe  Manfre,  Rud  Lohrenz  and  Jimmy 
Winn,  Harris  P.  Wolfberg  and  Frank 
Hensler,  Bob  Withers,  Ben  Marcus,  Doug 
Desch,  H.  J.  Hankin,  Earl  Jameson  and 
Sam  Abend,  Finton  Jones,  E.  L.  Harris; 
United  Film  Ad,  Caugar  Advertising 
Agency,  the  Marley  Co.,  Irving  Mack  of 
Chicago;  Summerour  & Devine,  Vilter 
Manufacturing,  American  Seating,  Arcus 
Ticket  of  Chicago;  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, Central  Theatre  Equipment,  Claude 
Neon  Federal  of  Wichita;  Great  Western 
Stage  Equipment,  station  KWTO  of 
Springfield,  Mo.;  Alexander  Smith  Rug 
Co.,  Forslund  Pump  & Machinery,  Richards 
& Conover  Hardware,  American  Cornice 
Works  of  Wichita. 


wood  Advertising,  his  first  day  out  since 
his  accident;  R.  R.  Biechele;  Irvin  Water- 
street,  M-G-M;  Jack  Gregory  and  Jack 
Zern  of  Altec;  Mr.  Christiansen,  old- 
time  exhibitor;  Max  Barewin,  Stan  Gold- 
berg, Homer  Blackwell,  Charley  Gregory, 
NSS. 
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Response  Will  Point 
Fate  of  New  Unit 


At  Paramount  Home  Office — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Deutsch  and  so7i  visit  the  Paramount  World  Fair  during 
their  stay  in  New  York.  Deutsch  is  with  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  in 
Virginia  and  Hibbing,  Minn. 


Food  and  Fun  Finish 
Fox  Midwest  Meet 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
white  paint  as  the  winner  of  the  sitters’ 
contest.  Breuninger  was  assisted  by  Haas 
— and  he  needed  plenty  of  assistance. 

After  all  the  prizes  were  distributed, 
Senn  Lawler  took  over  as  emcee,  and  in- 
troduced the  Topeka  chapter  of  barber 
shop  ballad  singers  (see  Appendix  9 for 
full  title) . The  boys  sang  a couple  of 
numbers  and  then  acted  as  judges  for  im- 
promptu amateur  quartets  from  the  floor. 
They  were  never  able  to  decide  which  was 
the  best,  or  worst.  Senn  read  a telegram 
from  Bing  Crosby,  who  is  president  of  the 
Hollywood  chapter  of  the  barber  shop 
singers.  One  of  the  best  of  the  amateur 
“fours”  was  the  first,  with  Rhoden,  Harry 
Taylor,  McClure,  and  E.  C.  Leeves.  Harry 
Taylor  then  had  to  sing  “Ida,”  with  Roy 
Cato  at  the  piano.  A second  quartet  was 
composed  of  Edgar  Jones,  Lev, us  Sponsler, 
Morrill  Moore,  and  a waiter  at  the  hotel. 
The  branch  managers  quartet  was  com- 
posed of  Winn,  Thompson,  Hensler,  and 
Manfre. 

In  the  midst  of  firecrackers,  pistol  shots 
and  “the  grapevine”  most  of  the  gadgets 
at  the  speakers  table  went  unnoticed — ex- 
ploding matches,  water  glasses  that  poured 
the  drink  down  the  back  of  the  neck,  etc. 
But  when  Mountaineer  Sam,  bearded  and 
dusty  from  a two  days’  walk,  and  Sal,  his 
16-year-old  red-headed  daughter  who  has 
never  worn  shoes,  came  in  with  four- 
month-old  Frankie  jr.,  there  was  plenty  of 
attention  paid.  Sam  was  behind  the  busi- 
ness end  of  a mountain  squirrel  gun,  and 
he  was  lookin’  for  the  guy  that  had  done 
Sal  wrong.  He  found  him — at  the  speak- 
ers’ table.  Sal  finally  recognized  in  Frank 
Hensler  the  sweet  features  of  her  little 
boy,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Sam  was  con- 
vinced it  must  have  been  Bill  Truog. 


To  Script  for  "Miss  Bishop" 

Hollywood — Victor  Heerman  and  Sarah 
P.  Mason  have  been  signed  to  the  script 
of  “Three  Cheers  for  Miss  Bishop,”’  Rich- 
ard Rowland’s  first  production  for  United 
Artists.  Barbara  Stanwyck  will  be  starred. 


Vaude  House  Joins 
Kaycee's  Relighted 

Kansas  City — With  the  reopening  of 
the  Tower  Theatre,  August  25,  Kansas  City 
returned  to  almost  a full  quota  of  first 
runs.  The  RKO  Orpheum  reopened  the 
preceding  Friday  under  the  management 
of  Lawrence  Lehman,  leaving  only  the 
Mainstreet  out  of  the  exhibition  picture, 
where  it  has  been  two  years. 

Barney  Joffee  is  in  charge  of  the  Tower 
under  a management  contract  with  Fox 
Midwest  Theatres,  Inc.  The  house  is  play- 
ing vaudeville  and  first  run  pictures  for 
25  cents,  the  only  one  in  the  U.  S.  to  do  so. 
This  is  the  policy  with  which  Joffee  and 
Bill  Reinke,  who  were  partners  in  the 
operation  of  the  Tower  when  they  opened 
it  in  1934,  were  so  successful.  Assisting 
Joffee  is  William  Simpson,  who  has  been 
assistant  to  Joe  Redmond  at  the  next  door 
Esquire.  Other  members  of  personnel  in- 
clude Frank  Tracy,  production  manager, 
and  Mary  Graham  Minor,  who  will  be  in 
charge  of  dance  routines. 

The  Tower  will  buy  its  pictures  “in  the 
market.”  It  started  off  with  “It  Could 
Happen  to  You,”  from  20th-Fox. 


Minneapolis — Impending  second  meet- 
ing of  the  Tri-State  Exhibitors’  Ass’n,  new 
independent  exhibitors’  body  organized  by 
Sol  Lebedoff,  is  expected  to  indicate  its 
prospects  for  successful  existence.  Much 
depends  on  the  response  from  exhibitors 
to  Lebedoff’s  call.  If  a respectable  num- 
ber attend  the  meeting  and  join  up,  Lebe- 
doff feels,  success  lies  ahead. 

While  Lebedoff,  on  his  part,  is  confi- 
dent that  Tri-State  Exhibitors  will  effect 
the  nucleus  of  a state-wide  organization 
at  this  second  meeting,  those  in  Northwest 
Allied  camp  and  the  trade  generally  say 
they’ll  “have  to  be  shown.”  They  don’t 
attach  much  importance  to  the  develop- 
ment and  predict  failure  for  Lebedoff’s  ef- 
forts to  form  a rival  organization  to  North- 
west Allied. 

As  far  as  film  exchange  heads  are  con- 
cerned, they’re  unperturbed  regarding  the 
Tri-State  threat  to  go  on  a buyers’  strike 
and  to  close  their  theatres  the  entire 
month  of  December  in  a move  to  force 
down  film  prices.  They  feel  confident 
“nothing  will  come  of  this  threat.”  They 
deny  that  they  are  .asking  “unreasonable” 
or  “exorbitant”  prices  for  new-season  prod- 
uct and  insist  that  “only  a comparatively 
few  perpetual  malcontents  are  squawking.” 

President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest 
Allied  declined  to  make  any  statement 
regarding  the  new  organization.  Other 
Northwest  Allied  leaders  were  equally  reti- 
cent. Privately,  however,  some  of  them 
expressed  a willingness  to  wager  that  the 
new  organization  “never  would  really  get 
going”  and  that  the  threat  to  close  the- 
atres never  would  be  carried  out. 

If  the  Lebedoff  organization  really  jells 
its  first  clash  with  Northwest  Allied  will 
be  over  the  latter’s  sponsored  ordinance  to 
halt  double  featuring  by  limiting  film 
shows  to  21/2  hours’  duration.  The  ordi- 
nance now  before  the  city  council  for  con- 
sideration will  be  opposed  by  Lebedoff. 


Tom  Gorman  Kaycee  Visitor 

Kansas  City — Tom  Gorman,  RKO  thea- 
tres division  manager,  was  here  over  the 
weekend,  visiting  Lawrence  Lehman  of  the 
Orpheum. 


Anyway s It  Was  in  Burbank — 

Incomplete  identification  is  the  reason  you’re  seeing  this  picture  again  this 
week.  In  the  center  is  Mrs.  M.  C.  Miller,  otojier  of  the  Casino  at  Boonville, 
Mo.  We  said  last  week  Dr.  R.  W.  Miller,  at  the  left,  owned  the  house.  At 
the  right  is  John  D.  Johnson,  manager  of  the  Fox  Lyric  at  Boonville. 
Second  from  left  is  Miss  Givens.  The  party  was  hosted  by  Jane  Wyman,  sec- 
ond from  right,  at  the  Warner  studio. 
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Soflball  Competilion 
A Dimming  Menace 

• Continued  from  page  71) 
good  the  first  year,  slowed  down  the  next, 
while  last  year  it  was  poorly  attended. 
This  year  it  is  not  even  operating.  We 
never  thought  it  much  opposition  to  us. 

5.  I find  that  softball  has  died  out  com- 
pletely in  this  town.  Last  year  it  seems 
that  interest  faded  to  the  point  that  this 
year  there  has  been  little  if  any  played. 

6.  Softball  games  do  not  mean  anything 
at  all  here.  They  have  a few  twilight 
games,  but  no  after  dark  games  at  all. 

7.  These  games  are  murder  to  our  thea- 
tre business.  For  example,  Monday  night 
they  held  a double  header,  and  our  busi- 
ness dropped  to  almost  nothing — just  a 
few  dollars.  The  ball  park  was  packed  and 
cars  were  lined  up  for  blocks  around.  To 
prove  that  this  was  the  cause  of  the  drop 
in  our  box  office  receipts,  on  Tuesday,  the 
fourth  day  of  the  picture,  we  came  back  to 
an  average  gross. 

8.  Because  softball  games  are  free,  it  is 
impossible  to  get  an  accurate  check  on  the 
attendance.  There  are  several  lighted  soft- 
ball  diamonds  maintained  and  equipped 
by  the  city,  and  more  unlighted  diamonds, 
maintained  and  equipped  by  the  city.  In 
addition,  there  are  several  school  fields 
maintained  and  equipped  by  the  school 
board.  One  estimate  places  attendance  at 
one  park  between  seven  and  eight  thous- 
and per  night,  and  they  play  three  or  four 
nights  a week.  In  another  the  crowds  will 
run  from  2,500  to  4,000.  Softball  has  been 
big  two  years,  and  is  even  bigger  this  year. 
In  addition  to  softball  the  regular  baseball 
team,  which  plays  at  night,  is  playing  to 
capacity  crowds  . . . The  regular  baseball 
is  not  so  serious  as  softball,  since  the  lat- 
ter plays  with  no  charge  and  there  are  no 
expenses  because  the  city  pays  the  bills. 

9.  Softball  was  started  here  about  six 
years  ago.  The  last  two  years  there  has 
been  a decrease  in  attendance  and  it  looks 
like  it  is  slowly  dying  out.  At  the  present 
time  we  have  two  or  three  games  a week 
and  they  have  an  average  attendance  of 
about  1,000.  Our  greatest  opposition  at 
this  time  is  semi-pro  baseball.  They  have 
two  games  a week  and  play  to  an  average 
of  about  1,800  persons. 

10.  Softball  games  went  out  last  season 
when  hard  ball  games  came  in.  If  there 
are  any  softball  teams  still  existing  they 
are  ladies’  teams  and  have  no  drawing 
power. 

11.  After  checking  on  the  popularity  of 
softball  here  I find  that  it  has  never  been 
much  of  a go.  The  games  won’t  average 
an  attendance  of  100  people  and  they 
charge  an  admission  of  10  cents.  They  are 
still  having  games,  but  the  interest  has 
almost  died  out  completely.  They  have 
been  playing  it  about  four  years. 

12.  I find  the  attendance  this  year  is 
the  largest  to  date.  It  is  the  fourth  sea- 
son and  each  year  has  been  better.  'There 
is  an  organization  that  covers  this  section 
of  the  state,  and  under  its  direction,  88 
games  were  scheduled  this  year  here.  They 
charge  10  cents,  but  until  this  year  the 
only  revenue  was  from  free  will  offerings. 


Spirit  Lake  Musings 

By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 

Spirit  Lake,  Ia. — Jack  Kennedy  didn’t 
show  up  for  the  premiere  of  “The  Wizard 
of  Oz”  at  Spirit  Lake,  so  he  may  not  know 
yet  that  with  pictures  like  that,  M-G-M 
doesn’t  even  need  salesmen — exhibitors 
will  fight  to  get  a print.  Just  to  see  Bert 
Lahr  use  the  end  of  his  tail  for  a hanky 
is  worth  the  price  of  admission.  The  Spirit 
Lake  affair  is  probably  the  only  premiere 
ever  staged  with  popcorn  during  the  show- 
ing and  a cottage  on  the  lake  thrown  in 
for  the  press — either  one  of  v/hich  has  a 
fancy  cocktail  bar  whipped  a quarter  of  a 
block. 


The  telephone  operator  at  the  Antler’s 
Hotel  in  Spirit  Lake  is  still  roimd-eyed 
with  amazement  over  how  an  $18  00  toll 
bill  grew  to  $25.60  while  H.  P.  Wolfberg 
and  Harry  Shumow  tried  to  out-stutter 
each  other  over  who’d  put  the  charges  on 
whose  expense  account.  Speed  Lambert  had 
the  bathroom  situation  well  in  hand — the 
hotel  boasted  four  and  Speed  had  a cor- 
ner on  them. 


The  troubles  Dorothy  and  h.er  compan- 
ions had  in  finding  the  wizard  and  his 
Emerald  City  were  nothing  compared  to 
the  frustrated  wanderings  of  Speed’s 
caravan  from  Spirit  Lake  to  the  cottage 
on  Miller’s  Bay  . . . Shumow’s  car  was  in 
the  lead,  and  the  driver  was  dead  sober, 
but  the  whole  bunch  was  lost  twice.  A 
woeful-looking  plaster  of  paris  pup,  hence- 
forth known  as  “Ozzie”  could  get  one 
Boxoffice  correspondent,  one  R&T  and 
one  hot-shot  exploiteer  in  serious  trouble. 
Ray  Hillary  owes  the  blondest  of  blonde 
Maxine  Fronk  a bonus  for  her  efficient 
work  on  the  premiere.  Women  take  almost 
anything  with  them  to  these  affairs.  Pretty 
Miriam  Jaffee  wanted  an  iron  and  we 
had  one  with  us;  Bette  Wilson  needed 
scissors  and  Miriam  produced  a pair. 


A drove  of  241  Spirit  Lake  kids  attended 
the  “Oz”  matinee  for  them  Friday  and 
each  one  received  an  ice  cream  bar. 
Youngsters  attending  on  Saturday,  swigged 
Coca  Cola  ...  Now  Lambert  knows  that  it 
IS  possible  to  underestimate  the  customer’s 
intelligence.  More  people  than  he  expected 
guessed  who  for  oakleys  on  those  pieces 
of  film  cut  from  old  Metro  prints  and 
tacked  to  cards  for  “Wizard”  ballyhoo. 


From  the  information  I can  gather  I see 
no  indication  of  this  sport  dying  out.  I 
can  see  no  reason  it  should,  unless  it  would 
be  in  places  where  professional  baseball  is 
taking  its  place  as  an  attraction. 

13.  These  games  started  about  eight 
years  ago  as  twilight  games.  After  a year 
or  so  they  installed  lights.  They  now  play 
from  6:30  to  10  every  night  except  Satur- 
day and  Sunday.  It  seems  that  each  year 
they  get  more  popular. 

14.  This  year  interest  in  softball  has 
fallen  off  a little,  though  from  all  reports 
not  nearly  so  much  as  it  has  in  other 
places.  There  are  seven  teams  repre- 
sented in  the  league  here,  so  that  it’s  easy 
to  see  that  that  many  teams  in  one  town 


"Wizard  of  Oz"  Debut 
At  Spirit  Lake,  la. 

Spirit  Lake,  Ia. — Once  upon  a time,  Ray 
Hillary,  Royal  Theatre  manager,  left 
Spirit  Lake  to  attend  a Pioneer  Theatre 
Circuit  meeting  in  Minneapolis  on  Thurs- 
day, August  17. 

While  he  was  gone.  Fairy  Godfather 
M-G-M  sent  Speed  Lambert  in  to  stage  a 
world  premiere  of  the  new  $3,000,000  pro- 
duction, “The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 

Of  course  it  wasn’t  a real  premiere. 
Two  nights  before,  Hollywood  had  paid 
$2.20  a seat  for  what  was  called  a preview 
premiere  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Thea- 
tre. And  on  that  same  night  (Thursday) , 
the  wizard  was  getting  his  official  pre- 
miere at  the  Capitol  Theatre  in  New  York 
City  with  Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Gar- 
land there  in  person  to  enhance  the  five 
shows  daily. 

But  even  though  it  wasn’t  a real  pre- 
miere in  Hillary’s  little  357-seat  house, 
there  was  fanfare  aplenty  to  greet  L. 
Frank  Baum’s  classic  of  childhood.  Prices 
were  raised — from  35  cents  to  41  cents.  A 
plank  platform  was  erected  in  front  of  the 
boxoffice  to  provide  for  a radio  broadcast. 
A tin  woodman  and  a scarecrow  25  feet 
high,  guarded  either  side  of  the  marquee. 

The  radio  broadcast  was  conducted  by 
KMA  of  Shenandoah  with  Frank  Jaffee 
serving  as  m.  c.  Larry  Phillbrick’s  or- 
chestra and  the  championship  Spirit  Lake 
high  school  band  provided  music  between 
interviews  with  local  and  visiting  cele- 
brities. The  oldest  inhabitant  of  Spirit 
Lake  and  the  town’s  first  mayor  spoke. 
Ken  Clayton,  Register  and  Tribune  critic, 
was  interviewed. 

Harry  Shumow,  Omaha  M-G-M  branch 
manager,  served  as  host  to  newspaper  men 
from  Omaha,  Des  Moines  and  nearby 
weeklies.  Although  40  seats  were  reserved 
for  the  press  and  special  guests,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  house  was  sold  out. 

So,  Ray  Hillary  really  should  live  hap- 
pily ever  after. 


this  size  would  naturally  create  consider- 
able interest  if  only  because  of  the  per- 
sonal following  of  the  individual  players. 
Softball  has  been  going  strong  here  for 
the  past  four  or  five  years. 

15.  This  is  one  of  the  towns  that  is 
softball  crazy  right  now.  Games  are 
played  every  night  in  the  week  with  the 
exception  of  Saturday  night.  (This  is  re- 
flected in  a comparison  of  our  Saturday 
and  Sunday  night  grosses) . This  is  the 
fourth  year  for  the  game  here,  and  it  has 
held  up  well  all  along.  I am  directly  in- 
formed that  while  receipts  this  year  are 
not  quite  up  to  last  year,  the  attendance 
has  been  better.  The  drop  in  cash  re- 
ceipts is  due  to  the  sale  of  more  season 
tickets;  more  people  are  going  for  less 
money. 

The  evidence  from  these  exhibitors 
points  pretty  definitely  toward  the  fact 
that  softball  has  a period  life,  and  that 
while  it  is  bad  enough  under  any  circum- 
stance, it  won’t  last  forever  in  any  town. 
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TRY  IOWA’S  BEST  REPAIR  SHOP 


NEW  EQUIPMENT-NEW  MECHANIC  ^^Member  A.  F. 

Factory  Trained 


ALL  REPAIR  WORK  GUARANTEED  ON  COMPLETE  JOBS 

BEST  GRADE  OF  GENUINE  PARTS  USED 


Relief.  Movements  or  Heads,  loaned  to  you  at  no  charge 
SEND  US  your  repair  work.  Parts  tor  MOTIOGRAPH,  SIMPLEX,  KAPLAN  & POWERS 


DES  MOINES  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 


1121  High  St. 


"Independent" 

Phone:  3-6520  Des  Moines,  Iowa 
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....AW,  SHUCKS! 

■■■■  From  the  Tall  Corn — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 


Hedy  Lamarr’s  kisses  were  in  vain.  One 
exhibitor*  industriously  distributed  hun- 
dreds of  them  (don’t  sizzle — they  were 
candy  ones)  with  tags  saying  “Lady  of  the 
Tropics’’  starts  Sunday,  but  he  failed  to 
indicate  what  Sunday,  wliich  theatre* 
where*. 

* Orville  Rennie 
*Rivoli  Theatre 
*Hastings,  Iowa. 


Virginia  King’s  pretty  red  head  will  be 


BULL  SESSION 
WITH  JUDD 

We've  had  Johnston  Drives,  and 
Weeks  Drives,  and  five  or  six  Ringler- 
Judd  Drives — A Judd  Tenth  Year  Drive 
puts  on  age,  but  it's  a fact  whether  I 
like  it  or  not. 

Well,  I like  it.  Straight  expressions 
of  friendship  and  goodwill  backed  by 
solid  play  dates  make  a guy  feel  good 
all  over.  I'm  here  to  tell  you  that  this 
Drive  is  giving  me  the  biggest  wallop 
I've  ever  had,  and  doing  Monogram 
some  honest-to-gosh  good  at  the  same 
time. 

And  speaking  of  walloping,  fellas, 
we  started  Monogram  after  Midwest 
and  Republic,  because  we  felt  there 
was  a real  need  for  an  Independent 
with  real  product.  WE  almost  got  wal- 
loped, but  it's  been  a big  kick  work- 
ing it  out — with  your  help. 

Monogram  is  delivering  a swell 
bread-and-butter  guality  product.  Your 
cooperation  in  contracting  for  and  dat- 
ing this  product  during  my  Tenth  Year 
Drive  will  find  me  darn  appreciative. 

We've  had  some  turkeys,  sure — what 
exchange  hasn't?  But  we  haven't  tried 
to  hang  them  on  you  at  stiff  rentals.  I 
don't  believe  there's  an  account  in  this 
territory  that  can  say  we  haven't  met 
them  halfway  in  all  our  dealings. 

Thanks  a lot. 

F.  E.  Judd 


Advertisement 


among  the  25  vieing  for  the  Susan  Hay- 
ward queenship  at  the  State  Fair  here 
this  month.  Virginia’s  pappy  is  projec- 
tionist at  L.  H.  Ireland’s  Pastime  Theatre 
in  Logan. 


H.  A.  Johnston  of  Diagonal  and  Fred 
Fitz  of  What  Cheer  got  that  old  feelin’ 
at  about  the  same  time.  They’ve  each  re- 
modeled their  theatres  recently. 


Cocadoodledooooo!  Harry  Pabst  of  the 
Star  in  Davenport  musta  been  an  A-1  stu- 
dent when  he  took  that  course  in  chicken 
raising  some  time  back.  Roy  Chansky  over 
at  Service  Theatre  Supply  claims  Harry 
was  getting  a capon  out  of  every  egg  be- 
fore he  was  half  through  the  first  lesson! 


Brush  the  dust  off  the  “Welcome”  on  the 
door  mat,  Lyle  Nolan  of  Ruthven.  Jess 
Carter  is  vacationing  on  Lost  Island,  and 
he  intends  to  visit  you. 


Elmer  Burch,  who  operates  theatres  in 
Kellerton  and  Tingley,  is  reviewing  his 
two-times-two-equals-four  info  . . . Elmer 
is  superintendent  of  schools  at  Beacons- 
field  and  it’s  about  time  for  him  to  open 
the  little  red  school  house  and  limber  up 
the  old  hickory  stick. 


Ear  to  the  ground:  Elmer  Wesa  bought 
the  Plaza  at  Monona  from  Filen  and 
Johnson  . . . Howard  Pollard  sold  his 
Avon  at  Dysart  to  Otto  Reinke  and  took 
over  the  theatre  at  Dows  from  L.  E.  Carter 
. . . Jack  Ferris  now  has  the  State  Theatre 
at  Farmington,  formerly  a Universal  Pro- 
ducing house  . . . A.  R.  Thompson  from 
Owatona,  Minn.,  purchased  the  Mills  and 
Irving  Theatres  at  Lake  Mills.  He  will 
close  the  Irving  and  operate  only  the 
Mills  . . . George  Woods  sold  the  Ritz  at 
Panora  to  L.  E.  Hahn  . . . Fred  Thacker 
has  rebuilt  a hall  in  Mallard,  la.,  to  give 
the  citizens  their  first  pitcher  house  . . . 
George  Tidrick  sold  the  Strand  at  Pleas- 
antville  and  has  gone  to  California  for 
three  weeks.  He’s  reported  to  be  in  the 
market  for  a new  house  when  he  returns. 


Seen  Wednesday  at  Spirit  Lake  en  route 
to  the  Pioneer  Sales  meeting  in  Minne- 
apolis Thursday:  The  Don  Smiths  of  the 
Earl  in  Carroll;  the  Parkinsons  recently 
transferred  from  Rubel’s  Jefferson  house 
to  the  orange-and-blue  fronted  Spencer  in 
Spencer;  the  Art  Farrells  of  the  Rapids  at 
Rock  Rapids.  This  hilarious  gang  were 
observed  joining  the  Ray  Hillarys  of  Spirit 
Lake’s  Royal  Theatre  and  leaving  for 
Mankato  in  fine  fettle  to  meet  the  Her- 
man Fields  of  the  Clarinda  at  Clarinda 
and  the  Cliff  Lindblads  from  the  Iowa  in 
Atlantic.  They  will  all  be  back  on  the 
job  with  fine  headaches  after  Saturday 
when  the  sales  meeting  ends. 


Mrs.  C.  C.  Parker  of  Bridgewater  and 
Fontanelle  doesn’t  know  we’re  spreading 
some  of  that  cherry  jam  she  gave  Opal 
Judd  on  our  morning  toast,  yum  yum. 
Louise  Judd  is  smacking  her  lips  over  the 
glass  of  plum. 


Pioneer  Managers  at 
Annual  Meeting 

Minneapolis — Present  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Pioneer  ’Theatres  circuit 
in  Minneapolis  were  managers  of  houses 
in  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  Opening  at  the 
St.  Louis  Park  Theatre  here,  the  sessions 
were  under  the  guidance  of  Harold  Fields, 
president,  and  Frank  Rubel,  vice-president. 

Entertainment  for  wives  of  the  mana- 
gers was  provided  by  Miss  Gertrude  Fra- 
heim,  office  manager  and  secretary  to 
Fields. 

The  following  managers  were  present: 

Harold  Kaplan  and  wife,  St.  Louis  Park 
Theatre,  Minneapolis;  Gordon  McKinnin 
and  wife.  Perry  and  Poxy  theatres.  Perry, 
la.;  Art  Ferrell  and  wife.  Rapids,  Rock 
Rapids,  la.;  Marion  Parkinson  and  wife, 
Spencer  and  Praiser  theatres,  Spencer,  la.; 
Don  Smith  and  wife,  Earle  and  State,  Car- 
roll,  la.;  Ray  Hildreth  and  wife.  Royal  and 
Spirit,  Spirit  Lake,  la.;  William  Arts,  State, 
Carroll,  la.;  Millard  Gettier  and  Harold 
Achenback,  Webster  and  Isis,  Webster 
City,  la.;  Percy  Long,  Iowa  and  Howard, 
Jefferson,  la.;  Clifford  Lindblad  and  Tro- 
boador  Bell,  Iowa  and  Grand,  Atlantic, 
la.;  Herman  Fields,  Clarinda  and  Rialto, 
Clarinda,  la.,  and  Art  Downard,  Grundy, 
Grundy  Center,  la. 


gPEED  LAMBERT  spent  two  days  knock- 
ing at  doors  in  strike-bound  stores  here 
before  he  gave  up  his  campaign  for  “Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  tieups.  He  finally  got  a window 
display,  but  since  the  picketing  mainte- 
nance men  haven’t  washed  the  Yoimker 
windows  for  a coupla  weeks  now,  he’s  won- 
dering whether  that  was  worth  the  effort. 

Des  Moines  police  Sunday  night  were 
aiding  relatives  in  a search  for  Harry  P. 
Lester,  former  Orpheum  Theatre  employe 
here.  His  mother  is  critically  ill  in  Seattle, 
Wash.  Lester  once  lived  at  721  School  St., 
here. 

Other  trade  journals  may  report  that 
Jean  Post  of  Republic  took  a week’s  vaca- 
tion in  Estes  Park,  and  Jean  may  have 
the  office  force  convinced  of  it,  but  Box- 
office  offers  its  readers  a scoop  in  one 
word:  HONEYMOON! 

Neil  Adair  just  returned  from  two  weeks 
off  . . . Louisiana  Lou,  local  gal  who  made 
good  in  Hollywood  recently,  left  here  Fri- 
day for  two  weeks  in  the  east  with  the 
V.  F.  W.  ladies  drill  team.  Lou  will  attend 
the  encampment  at  Boston  and  make  radio 
and  theatre  appearances  as  well  as  visit 
veterans’  hospitals.  Scoop  number  two 
(come  by  dishonestly):  Marian  Temple’s 
going  along! 

lies  and  McKinney  are  in  California 
visiting  Mac’s  handsome  maw.  They’ve 
been  reported  as  becoming  burpy  while 
scaling  mountains,  but  we  couldn’t  get 
confirmation  at  the  office  . . . We’d  like 
to  visit  Les  Knapp  at  the  Lutheran  Hospital 
where  he’s  recovering  from  an  appendec- 
tomy (I’d  like  to  get  my  hands  on  that 
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Boxoffice  copy  reader  who  changes  my 
“tonsilectomies”  to  “tonsillotomies”  every 
time  and  then  lets  me  spell  “Haig  & Haig” 
as  “Hague  & Hague”  to  my  great  em- 
barrassment), but  since  he  usually  works 
himself  up  into  a lather  every  time  he  sees 
our  innocent  little  face,  "Well  just  wish  him 
a speedy  recovery  from  here  . . . Chuck 
Plows  looked  rested  after  one  week  of  lazin’ 
at  Long  Lake  in  Minnesota. 

Italian  groups  sponsoring  the  showing 
of  “Eravamo  7 Sorelle”  (“We  Were  7 Sis- 
ters”) here  last  Tuesday  shifted  it  to  E.  M. 
Garhett’s  Lincoln  Theatre  to  take  advant- 
age of  the  air  conditioning.  And  then  the 
mercury  was  clear  down  to  here.  They  had 
originally  planned  to  show  the  all-Italian 
film  at  the  South  Side  community  center. 

Dorothy  Day  may  not  have  seen  as  much 
newspaper  space  as  she’d  have  liked  on 
Orphan  Margery  Gorman’s  trip  to  Holly- 
wood for  “The  Star  Maker”  premiere,  but 
tomorrow’s  Register  may  help  make  up  for 
it  with  a page  roto  spread  on  the  film. 

Des  Moines  theatres  are  grabbing  some 
of  the  spotlight  in  the  campaign  of  Harry 
Stedman,  city  traffic  engineer,  for  off- 
street  parking.  Praising  parking  facilities 
for  40  cars  in  connection  with  the  opening 
of  a new  market  here,  Stedman  said:  “It 
is  my  hope,  also,  to  provide  similar  off- 
street  parking  for  theatre  patrons.  I 
should  like  to  have  one  parking  space  for 
every  five  theatre  seats.” 

The  night  of  the  big  rain  here,  Virginia 
Chaloupek  lost  her  watch  in  that  big  pool 
in  front  of  the  Des  Moines  Theatre.  Bill 
Pinter  found  it  and  returned  it  via  Ted 
Ashby’s  news  column. 

Register  executives  “ohed”  and  “ahed” 
Tuesday  over  the  sports  newsreel  put  to- 
gether for  them  as  part  of  their  state 
fair  exhibit. 

Despite  Dr.  Cuthbert  D.  Smith’s  disap- 
pointing crowd  at  his  “Peg  of  Old  Drury” 
showing  a couple  of  weeks  ago  (the  Pay- 
chek-Strickland  fight  was  that  night) , he’s 
continuing  to  bring  foreign-made  films  to 
the  city.  Tuesday  he  had  better  luck  with 
“Carnival  in  Flanders,”  which  he  pre- 
sented at  the  Beaver  Theatre. 

The  loud  cough  in  the  Des  Moines  lobby 
belonged  to  Don  Allen  who  was  chatting 
with  Shelton  about  “Stanley  and  Living- 
stone” . . . Why  didn’t  Levy  and  McCor- 
mick publicize  the  fact  that  RKO  has  been 
giving  Donald  Duck  speech  lessons? 

Tut,  tut,  Marian  Temple,  a press  agent 
shouldn’t  keep  things  from  a,  correspon- 
dent— particularly  after  she’s  been  down 
at  the  Register-Tribune  for  space.  Besides, 
we  aim  to  get  every  story  ahead  of  other 
publications,  not  simultaneously. 

Rogue’s  gallery:  This  Filmrower  threat- 
ens to  smash  our  face  like  the  gallant  gent 
he  must  be,  and  calls  our  column  sissy  be- 
cause it  features  fun  not  filth  (the  little 
bit  of  grime  which  is  included  is  too  subtly 
put  to  penetrate  his  skull). 


To  Remodel  Pastime 
Maquoketa,  Ia.-— S.  R.  Peake  is  planning 
to  remodel  the  front  and  interior  of  the 
Pastime  here. 


^HE  entire  membership  of  Variety  Club 

is  urged  to  attend  the  general  meeting 
which  has  been  called  by  the  officers  for 
Monday  night,  August  28.  Several  mat- 
ters of  extreme  importance  are  to  come  up 
for  discussion  and  action. 

On  the  Row:  Frank  Meade,  Kingman, 
Kas.;  Earl  Courier,  Louis,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.; 
H.  Danberry  and  son.  Will,  Lucille,  King 
City,  Mo.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Cracken- 
berger,  Clarence,  Clarence,  Mo.;  Charles 
Fisk,  Fisk,  Butler,  Mo.;  A.  J.  Simmons. 
Plaza,  Greenfield,  Mo.;  J.  Ward  Spielman, 
Baldwin,  Kas.;  C.  C.  Rhoades  and  Mrs., 
Buffalo,  and  Warsaw,  Mo. 

R.  F.  Fite  has  reseated  the  Eris  at  El- 
dorado, Kas.,  with  Ideal  chairs,  fully  up- 
holstered, according  to  C.  H.  Badger  of 
the  Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

Mrs.  Marion  Miller  has  installed  350  new 
Heywood-Wake field  seats  in  the  Casino, 
Boonville,  Mo.  L.  J.  Kimbriel  of  Oklahoma 
Theatre  Supply  made  the  sale. 

On  the  Row:  Mrs.  O.  W.  Williams, 
Civic,  Brookfield,  Mo.;  George  Hayob, 
Mary  Lou,  Marshall,  Mo.;  J.  W.  Courter, 
Courier,  Gallatin,  Mo.;  Jess  Binney,  Bin- 
ney,  Pattonsburg,  Mo. 

Florence  Gershon,  National  Screen  “Just 
a moment,  please”  girl,  is  fulfilling  Box- 
office  prediction  by  flashing  an  eye- 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 
Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


dazzling  diamond  ring.  Her  engagement 
to  Milton  Slotkin  was  announced  last 
Sunday  night,  with  vows  slated  for 
February. 

Ben  Marcus  of  Columbia  put  the  boys 
through  a sales  meeting  on  his  return 
from  New  York,  Monday. 

Gretchen  Brown  of  Commonwealth  went 
to  the  Missouri  State  Fair  at  Sedalia  last 
Sunday.  It  was  her  first  state  fair. 

Reuben  Melcher  has  opened  offices  and 
warehouse  for  the  Poppers  Supply  Co.,  at 
1717  Wyandotte,  on  Filmrow.  Reuben  has 
corn,  seasoning  and  supplies.  His  former 
location  was  127  East  31st  St. 

I.  R.  Boyce,  Alva,  Okla.,  has  been  named 
distributor  for  the  good  will  ambassador 
play  which  was  devised  by  H.  E.  White, 
auditor  for  Fox  Midwest,  and  will  dis- 
tribute it  in  Oklahoma.  White  has  the  plan 
working  now  m 61  towns  in  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska, Illinois,  and  Oklahoma. 

On  the  Row:  Tom  Edwards,  Ozark,  El- 
don, Mo.;  H.  C.  Musgrave,  Minneapolis, 
Kas. 

Jack  Barnett  of  the  local  office  is  pinch- 
hitting  for  Emile  Montemurro,  Fox  Movie- 
tone newsreel  bureau  head  in  Chicago, 
while  the  latter  is  vacationing  in  New 
York. 


Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

- A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  ■ 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 
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gILLY  ELSON  reports  that  tickets  are 
going  fast  for  the  testimonial  dinner 
for  L.  E.  “Nickey”  Goldhainmer  at  the 
Hotel  Nicollet,  September  1.  The  occasion 
for  the  affair  is  Goldhammer’s  promotion 
from  RKO  branch  to  district  manager. 
Tickets  are  five  bucks  and  there’ll  be  an 
oyster  bar,  liquor  and  a sumptuous  dinner 
along  with  entertainment  and  good 
camaraderie.  A swell  time  is  guaranteed  to 
every  ticket  purchaser. 

Out-of-toivn  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Charles  Connaught,  Olivia,  Minn.: 
Elmer  Bang,  Eureka,  S.  D.;  Guy  Abbott, 
Arlington,  S.  D.;  Harry  Nelson,  Waseca, 
Minn.;  Bert  Parsons,  Springfield,  Minn.; 
Billy  Benfield,  Graceville,  Minn.;  George 
Jenkins,  Cold  Springs,  Minn.,  and  Gene 
Lentz,  Jeffers,  Minn. 

With  W.  A.  Steffes  and  Benny  Berger 
out  of  town,  film  circles  weren’t  so  well 
represented  at  the  outdoor  fight  card  in 
St.  Paul  this  week.  Lamped  at  the  ring- 
side, however,  were  Bill  Elson,  Fred  Able- 
son  and  Harry  Dryer.  Incidentally,  Steffes 
and  Berger  will  head  a delegation  of  the 
boys  who  will  take  in  the  Louis-Pastor 
fight  in  Detroit.  Steffes  never  misses  an 
important  heavyweight  contest. 

John  J.  Friedl,  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  general  manager,  in  Chicago  on  busi- 
ness . . . W.  A.  Steffes  at  his  northern 
Minnesota  estate  . . . Charley  Winchell, 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  publicity  de- 
partment head,  back  from  a successful 
northern  Minnesota  fishing  expedition  . . . 
Dan  Cupid  shooting  his  darts  around  the 
Columbia  office.  Two  inspectresses,  Vivian 
Bergstrom  and  Edna  Walsh,  engaged  to 
wed. 

Next  week  (starting  September  1)  Mono- 
gram will  be  quartered  in  the  building  at 
1111  Currie  Ave.,  No.,  which  Grand  Na- 
tional has  been  occupying.  It’s  in  the 
heart  of  Filmrow  . . . Bennie  Berger  came 
down  from  his  Bemidji  summer  home  to 
witness  the  McNeel-Genovese  outdoor 
scrap  . . . George  Granstrom  and  Jack 
Heywood,  prominent  Twin  City  exhibi- 
tors, were  guests  at  W.  A.  Steffes’  estate. 

Exhibitors  happy  because  the  roller 
derby  at  the  Auditorium  is  over.  It  drew 
crowds  of  10,000  nightly  for  more  than 
three  weeks  and  undoubtedly  cut  heavily 
into  theatre  busmess.  Now  Harry  Hirsch 
is  devoting  himself  to  his  Gayety  Theatre 
which  opened  this  week  with  burlesque 
roadshows  . . . George  Weeks,  Monogram 
general  sales  manager,  here  for  a visit 
with  Charlie  Weiner,  happy  over  the  fine 
reception  accorded  Monogram  pictures  at 
the  Minnesota  Theatre.  Also,  pleased  at 
sales  results  here  and  elsewhere. 

Friencis  in  the  industry  held  a stag  for 
Don  O’Neill,  assistant  Paramount  booker, 
soon  to  be  wed. 


NOTICE  1 1 \ 

To  Users,  Buyers,  Jobbers,  and  Manufaeturers : 

You  Are  Hereby  Notified  that  the  Undersign- 
ed Patentee  Wiil  Vigorously  Prosecute  Any 
Infringement  on  His  Patent  No.  2140227,  Said 
Patent  Being  a Reel  End  Signal  for  Motion 
Picture  Projector. 

HEMMINGSON,  West  Union,  Iowa  I 


I^VIN  HEMMINGSO: 
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— Photo  by  Cresswell 

Bowling  Chief — 

Leon  S.  Abraham,  booker  for  RKO, 
named  president  of  the  Variety  Club 
Bowling  League  for  the  1939-40  season. 
Frank  Lambader  was  renamed  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


IL  I N C €>  IL  N 

yACATION  DEPARTMENT:  Ike  Hoyt, 

former  house  manager  here,  drove  into 
Lincoln  last  week  to  renew  ye  olde  ac- 
quaintances . . . Appears  as  though  a ma- 
jority of  the  city  is  taking  vacations  from 
the  b.  o.’s. 

Hustler’s  Department:  Nebraska’s  Ed 
Vaughan,  as  busy  as  the  proverbial  bee, 
getting  ready  for  a booster  week  with  the 
“Wizard  of  Oz”  . . . Varsity’s  Bill  Knight 
who’s  here  and  gone  so  fast  he  doesn’t 
knoio  his  official  title. 

Blue  Skies  Department:  State  Fair  is 
coming  up  this  week,  with  its  horse  races 
that  never  fail  to  lure  the  farmers  . . . 
With  a weaker  carnival  than  usual  lined 
up,  looks  like  many  of  the  out-of-towners 
will  come  downtown  for  their  entertain- 
ment. 

Capitol’s  Bob  Livingston  was  absent  last 
week,  traveling  to  Pittsburgh  for  a visit 
with  his  brother  . . . Returned  only  to  find 
out  his  brother  died  the  night  before  he 
arrived  here,  and  arranged  to  take  the 
next  train  back. 

Noted  on  a trip  to  St.  Louis  to  watch  the 
Cards  whip  Cincinnati:  Filmrow  down  thar 
on  the  Mississippi  seems  to  be  a bit  livelier 
than  in  the  past. 

Glenn  Mills,  film  trucker  between  here 
and  Omaha,  is  completely  sold  on  the 
Links,  local  ball  club  . . . Bowling  season 
opens  soon,  and  many  of  the  boys  are  get- 
ting in  their  practice  licks. 

Barney  Oldfield,  regular  conductor  of 
this  pillar,  returns  this  week  after  play- 
ing soldier  at  Ashland  the  past  half  month. 


CO  M A IIHII  A 

jyjAUDE  CARVILLE  is  the  new  cashier 
at  Scott-Ballantyne  Co.  and  she  re- 
places Raymond  Kopecky.  Miss  Carville 
was  formerly  cashier  for  Pathe  for  15 
years  in  Omaha  and  Kansas  City  and  has 
many  friends  among  exhibitors  in  the 
Omaha  trade  area  . . . Orville  Rennie,  Ri- 
voli  Theatre,  Hastings,  Neb.,  sent  your 
scribe  a nice  letter  of  commendation. 
Thanks,  Orville! 

Charlie  Lieb,  Metro,  and  Mike  Roth,  Na- 
tiorial  Screen  Service,  were  the  two  judges 
at  a beauty  contest  for  kiddies  at  the 
county  fair  at  Beaver  City,  Neb.,  and  John 
J.  Metzger,  Oriental  Theatre,  Beaver  City, 
was  secretary  of  the  event.  Being  a newly- 
wed, Charlie  naturally  would  show  an  in- 
terest in  such  things  but  what  was  a 
bachelor  domg  there,  Mike? 

Merlin  E.  Schreiber  jr.,  19,  died  this 
week  after  being  seriously  ill  for  some  time. 
Merlin’s  father,  banker  and  exhibitor  at 
Wisner,  Neb.,  was  killed  in  an  auto  crash 
about  a month  ago  . . . Mildred  Bidder, 
Warner  inspectress,  is  vacationing  in 
Florida. 

Six  members  of  the  Scott-Ballantyne  Co. 
staff  took  vacations  the  same  week,  leav- 
ing Bob  and  daughter,  Beverly,  to  run  the 
business  with  the  help  of  one  engineer. 
Cecelia  Schinker  went  to  Minnesota;  Frank 
Thomassen  to  the  New  York  Fair,  while 
Gus  Harms  helped  remodel  his  former  resi- 
dence into  a duplex.  Harms  just  built  a 
new  home. 

Birthday  congrats  this  week  to  Dr.  F.  E. 
Rider,  Chateau  Theatre,  Wauneta,  Neb.; 
Floyd  Wolfe,  Lynch,  Lynch,  Neb.;  Roy 
Small,  Cozy,  Wymore  Neb.;  Thomas 
Brown,  Strand,  Iowa  City,  la.,  and  Joe 
Steeg,  Time,  Primghar,  la.  . . . DeWitt 
Green,  RKO  poster  clerk  is  vacationing  in 
California. 

Elmer  Hanson  has  closed  the  Peru  The- 
atre at  Peru,  Neb.,  for  the  rest  of  the  sum- 
mer. 

DuWayne  Hartzell,  Rivoli,  Charter  Oak, 
la.,  celebrates  his  fifth  wedding  anniver- 
sary this  week  . . . Leslie  Roth,  State, 
Estelline,  S.  D.,  recently  celebrated  his 
tenth  anniversary  and  he’s  only  27  years 
old  . . . Murrel  Simpson,  Palace,  Clear- 
water, Neb.,  celebrated  his  14th  anniver- 
sary last  week. 

Filmrow  visitors  this  week  included  Bob 
Pennington,  Rialto,  Villiasca,  la.;  W.  J. 
Hagedone,  Rialto,  Cozad,  Neb.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Craig,  Strand,  Pierce,  Neb.; 
Bowman  Bros.,  McClelland,  la.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Thacker,  Sioux  City,  la. 


New  Six-Week  Giveaway 
Is  Offered  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City — A new  giveaway  is  “Peek- 
a-Boo,”  offered  by  Homer  Blackwell  at 
Independent  Poster  Exchange.  A table  of 
gifts  ranging  in  value  from  50  cents  to  $5 
becomes  available  to  women  who  have  at- 
tended the  theatre  consecutively  for  six 
weeks  (the  length  of  the  deal)  on  Peek-a- 
Boo  nights. 
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Kuykendall  to  Speak  Allied  Charter  Presentation  to 
At  W.  Va.  Meeting  Highlight  W.  Va.  ITO  Meet 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — Ed- 
ward Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president,  will 
address  the  fifth  annual  convention  of  the 
West  Virginia  Managers  Ass’n,  at  the 
Greenbrier  Hotel  August  30-31.  Neil  Ag- 
new  and  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  Paramount  ex- 
ecutives, will  attend  from  New  York,  as 
will  Martin  Wagner  of  the  Wm.  Morris 
Agency. 

West  Virginia’s  Gov.  Homer  A.  Holt  will 
attend  the  banquet,  according  to  James  C. 
Shanklin,  chairman  of  the  convention  com- 
mittee. 

Many  exhibitors  from  Virginia  and 
scores  of  the  West  Virginia  members  are 
expected  as  well  as  visitors  from  the  Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland,  Cincinnati  and  Wash- 
ington areas. 

Convention  schedule  includes  registra- 


tion of  exhibitors,  managers,  employes,  rel- 
atives and  friends,  Wednesday,  August  30. 
Ballroom  dancing  and  previews  of  new 
productions  in  the  Greenbrier  Hotel  Thea- 
tre that  evening. 

'Thursday  afternoon,  August  31,  business 
session  at  1 p.  m.  Banquet  at  7 o’clock. 
Dancing  until  midnight. 

Registration  fee  is  $5. 


To  Reopen  Brookline 

Pittsburgh — Warner  is  preparing  the 
Brookline  Theatre  for  reopening.  The 
house  was  closed  shortly  after  being  ac- 
quired more  than  a year  ago.  The  circuit 
operates  the  nearby  Boulevard  Theatre, 
Brookline. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Presentation  of  an 
Allied  charter  to  the  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  West  Virginia  will  be  the  high- 
light of  the  first  annual  convention  of  the 
local  state  exhibitor  group  Tuesday, 
September  26. 

ITO  officers  announced  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  chief,  will  come  here  from  Washing- 
ton, to  present  the  charter.  Myers  will 
address  the  convention  on  a number  of 
important  subjects,  according  to  Irving 
Daniel  Davis,  ITO  secretary. 

Myers  attended  the  initial  organization 
meeting  here  a year  ago  and  he  has  kept 
in  touch  with  officers  and  members  since 
that  time.  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  Allied 
president,  attended  an  ITO  meeting  dur- 
ing the  year  and  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  regional 
vice-president  of  Allied,  has  been  present 
at  several  meetings. 

The  convention  will  be  staged  at  the 
Waldo  Hotel  here  with  an  important  busi- 
ness session  the  afternoon  of  September 
26.  Officers  state  that  some  delegates  are 
expected  to  be  on  hand  two  days  earlier 
and  others  state  they  will  register  at  the 
hotel  on  Monday.  Arrangements  are  be- 
ing made  for  a golf  tournament  at  the 
Clarksburg  Country  Club  on  Wednesday. 

Another  guest  expected  to  attend  the 
convention  and  banquet  is  Eddie  Golden, 
Monogram  Pictures’  vice-president.  A 
program  booklet  will  be  issued. 

Election  of  officers,  first  annual  report 
of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  and  of  the 
legislative  committee  will  be  among  the 
features  of  the  business  session  which  will 
be  open  to  non-members  as  well  as  mem- 
bers. Events  are  planned  for  the  ladies, 
according  to  Davis.  A ball  will  follow  the 
banquet  Tuesday  evening. 


f 

1 

When  Susan  Came  to  Detroit — 

The  Detroit  Paramount  exchange  played  host  to  Susan  Hayward  at  a trade 
previevj  of  “Beau  Geste.”  Here  are  pictured  some  of  the  doings.  At  the  top 
are  Boh  Corbin,  Robert  M.  Gillham,  Paramomit  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  Susan  Haywaid,  and  Johnny  Howard  of  the  local  Paramount 
branch.  Below  in  the  Paramount  exchange  is  the  welcoming  group.  Harry 
Lush,  Plymouth  exhibitor,  is  seated  at  the  desk,  extreme  left  of  the  picture. 
J.  E.  Ryder,  Paramount  salesman,  is  fourth  from  left  (with  hand  in  air). 
The  exhibitor  leaning  on  the  window  at  the  left  is  Mac  Krim.  Frank  Wets- 
man  of  Wisper-Wetsman  circuit,  is  seated  next  to  Ryder.  Susan  Hayward 
is  seated  at  center  right  between  Bob  Peltier  (half  standing)  at  the  left  and 
Carl  Buermele  of  Co-Operative  Theatres.  Peltier  is  of  the  Jeweland  Ma- 
comb theatres  at  Mt.  Clemens.  Johnny  Howard  is  standing  (in  eoat)  at  rear 
right.  Jack  Thompson,  Paramount  salesman,  is  wearing  the  white  apron 
at  the  extreme  right. 


Theatre  Business  Ass'n  to 
Start  Drive  Within  Month 

Louisville — Electing  Jesse  L.  Lausman 
of  the  local  Hilltop  Theatre,  as  acting 
president,  the  new  Theatre  Business  Ass’n 
of  Kentucky,  organized  by  independent  ex- 
hibitors, planned  to  launch  its  campaign 
for  lower  film  rentals  within  a month. 

Two  preliminary  meetings  have  been 
held,  the  first  being  called  as  a sort  of 
“feeler.”  Lausman  reported  an  increased 
attendance  at  the  second  meeting.  A 
formal  organization  meeting,  with  election 
of  a full  slate  of  officers,  will  be  held  this 
week,  he  announced. 

This  group,  as  a booking  combine,  will 
strive  for  lower  rentals  on  a uniform  basis. 


Explains  Ad  Drive 

Cleveland  — Ken  Nixon  of  This  Week 
magazine,  in  town  last  week,  addressed 
an  invited  group  of  leading  exhibitors  and 
newspapermen  assembled  for  luncheon  at 
the  Cleveland  Hotel  by  Columbia  Branch 
Manager  Lester  Zucker.  Subject  of  the 
address  was  a detailed  story  of  the  Colum- 
bia’s national  advertising  campaign  in  con- 
nection with  the  release  of  “Golden  Boy.” 
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Delroit  Variety  Begins 
Its  Biggest  Project 

Detroit — The  biggest  activity  ever  un- 
dertaken by  Detroit  Variety  Club  has  been 
announced  in  the  form  of  a drive  for  $50,- 
000  for  the  special  fund  to  provide  free 
lunches  for  local  indigent  school  children. 
Part  of  the  fund  also  may  be  used  to  col- 
lect and  repair  toys  for  these  needy  young- 
sters. 

The  plan  has  been  under  careful  dis- 
cussion for  a long  time,  with  a committee 
headed  by  David  Newman,  secretary  of 
Variety,  and  Edgar  Kirchner,  manager  of 
the  Family,  and  a past  chief  barker. 
Kirchner  has  been  temporarily  appointed 
general  chairman  of  the  enterprise. 

Plans  call  for  a tag  day,  for  which  the 
support  of  the  entire  city  of  Detroit  would 
be  sought.  Actual  physical  handling  of 
the  lunches  and  direct  contact  with  the 
youngsters  will  be  through  the  Detroit 
Teachers  Ass’n,  which  has  been  in  touch 
with  this  need  for  several  years,  and  the 
Volunteers  of  America.  A day  in  October 
will  be  set  aside  as  tag  day  under  the 
present  plans. 

Size  of  the  need  is  indicated  by  current 
surveys  showing  that  4,000  children  in  De- 
troit schools  go  to  school  daily  without 
breakfast  because  their  parents  cannot  af- 
ford it.  Support  of  the  school  organiza- 
tions is  expected  to  mean  about  10,000 
solicitors  on  the  street  for  the  projected 
tag  day. 


Wm.  Gates  Reopens  Bancroft 

Bancroft,  W.  Va. — William  Gates  has  re- 
opened the  Bancroft  Theatre. 


An  Iniormative  Art — 
These  Films 

Lexington,  Ky. — County  Clerk  George 
E.  DeLong  lost  his  eye  glasses  on  a 
recent  outing  and  was  at  a loss  to  re- 
member where  he  dropped  them.  But 
a few  days  ago  one  of  his  friends  in- 
vited him  over  to  see  some  motion  pic- 
tures he  had  taken  on  the  camping  trip. 
Then  as  the  "movies"  flashed  on  the 
screen  DeLong  saw  himself  remove  his 
glasses  to  engage  in  some  target  prac- 
tice with  a rifle.  He  was  shown  putting 
the  glasses  in  his  shirt  pocket  and  then 
as  he  stooped  over  the  glasses  fell 
out.  After  the  show  DeLong  went  to 
the  scene  of  his  rifle  practice  and  re- 
covered the  spectacles. 


Michigan's  Governor  May 
Get  After  Church  Bingo 

Detroit — A new  attack  on  church  Bingo 
games,  long  a subject  of  interest  to  local 
theatremen,  is  possible  from  Michigan’s 
governor,  Luren  D.  Dickinson,  in  the  course 
of  his  attacks  on  various  “high  life”  activi- 
ties, it  appeared  this  week.  The  governor 
attacked  drinking  at  “wine  parties”  in 
churches,  later  clarifying  this  as  meaning 
drinking  by  church  members  in  their 
homes. 

Asked  about  church  Bingo  games,  in  view 
of  his  general  attack  on  “gambling”  in 
all  forms,  the  governor  said,  “It  hasn’t  a 
very  nice  sound,”  and  indicated  he  would 
devote  more  study  to  the  problem  before 
commenting  further.  Many  Michigan 
showmen  have  resented  the  continuance 
of  such  games  in  churches. 


A Friend  Speaks  Up 


Pittsburgh  — Florence  Fisher  Parry, 
noted  writer  of  The  Pittsburgh  Press,  a 
former  actress  herself  and  champion  of 
motion  pictures  as  an  institution,  came 
forward  again,  as  she  does  ever  so  often, 
to  defend  the  “movies”  in  her  column 

“I  Dare  Say ” Mrs.  Parry  stated  that 

psychiatrists  and  medical  doctors  should 
keep  before  them  a photograph  of  the  faces 
of  people  viewing  motion  pictures,  this  to 
remind  them  of  how  far  more  potent  is 
the  medicine  of  the  “movies”  than  any 
other  purchasable  remedy.  She  wrote: 

“So  much  that  is  contemptible  and  bigot- 
ed has  been  said  to  damage  the  movies  that 
I wonder  why  the  moviegoers  stand  for  it, 
and  do  not  rise  in  protest  and  defense. 

“But  let  me  say  it  here  and  now:  Next 
to  the  influence  of  home  and  church  and 
school,  I would  place  the  Movies;  and  I 
attest  their  Benefit,  their  unadulterated 
benefit! 

“Let  the  hecklers  stew  in  their  own 
juice!  Let  them  agitate  and  present  their 
exaggerated  testimony;  let  them  raise  their 
shrill  fanatical  voices  in  legislative  cham- 
bers: always  we  will  have  those  who  elect 
to  be  defamers  of  prevailing  institutions. 

“But  in  spite  of  the  minority  attempt  to 
villify  the  movies,  the  normal  population 
of  our  country  love  and  accept  them  as 


an  intrinsic  habit  of  infinite  comfort  to 
the  mind  and  heart.  Taken  in  their  en- 
tirety, the  movies  are  the  healthiest  recre- 
ation in  our  present-day  world.  For  they 
provide  rest  for  the  body,  diversion  for  the 
mind,  surcease  for  the  heart. 

“They  open  the  sights  of  the  world  to 
youth,  who,  through  them,  can  sail  its 
seven  seas  and  explore  its  darkest  re- 
cesses. Tliey  revitalize  history,  humanize 
and  dramatize  the  news,  cultivate  neigh- 
boiTiness  and  understanding  of  other  peo- 
ples, open  the  pages  of  literature  and 
animate  its  characters,  and  give  us  back 
the  image  of  ourselves  clothed  with  the 
vestments  of  romance  and  drama;  so  that 
for  a little  while  we  become  glorious  and 
grave,  pure-hearted  and  restored  to  youth, 
and  even,  however  vicarious  the  emotion, 
blissfully  in  love! 

“Witches,  doctors,  magic-makers,  what 
potion  or  nectar  have  you  to  offer  to  take 
the  place  of  this?  What  therapy  of  sea  or 
mountain,  what  consolation,  what  repast, 
reprieve,  can  wield  the  power  of  a simple 
Movie  in  the  brief  hour  that  it  casts  its 
spell  ? 

“Listen  to  the  laughter,  listen  to  the 
hush,  listen  to  the  quiet  sob.  Watch  the 
faces,  the  faces.  Then  try  to  talk  to  me 
against  the  movies.” 


RICKETS  are  only  50  cents,  general  ad- 
mission, for  Queen  City  Variety’s  mon- 
ster wrestling  match  program,  to  be  held 
at  Music  Hall,  for  the  benefit  of  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  milk  fund.  Harry  Hartman  is 
general  chairman. 

Twentieth-Fox  threw  a gala  party  in 
honor  of  their  bride-elect,  Irene  Burke, 
who  will  marry  Arthur  Hettesheimer, 
nephew  of  Andy  Hettesheimer,  Norwood 
Theatre  owner,  August  26.  The  party  took 
place  in  the  exchange  August  19,  and  the 
personnel  presented  Miss  Burke  with  a 
handsome  46-piece  set  of  flat  silver. 

Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld  is  back  at  his 
desk,  following  a business  trip  to  New 
York  City  . . . Sad  news  comes  that  Phil 
Semelroth,  Semelroth  Circuit,  has  had  a 
relapse,  following  his  serious  illness,  the 
aftermath  of  an  automobile  accident. 

Horace  Wersel  who  operates  theatres  in 
Hyde  Park  and  Silverton,  Cincinnati,  is 
reported  to  have  closed  a deal  for  a new 
theatre  in  the  City  Bldg,  at  New  Solon, 
Ohio.  The  new  house  will  have  300  seats 
and  ivill  open  very  shortly  . . . Clark  Rai- 
der, theatre  operator  of  Wilmington, 
Waynesville  and  Newark,  Ohio,  is  plan- 
ning a new  house  in  Eaton,  Ohio,  construc- 
tion to  be  started  early  in  the  fall. 

Charley  Anderson,  C.  B.  Kosco  and  Wal- 
ter Urling  visited  the  Row  this  week.  Louis 
A.  Martin  was  also  in  from  Circle ville  and 
Glouster  . . . Westwood,  Cincinnati  suburb 
will  have  a new  theatre  soon,  same  to  be 
erected  by  Nat  Galli  . . . Sad  word  comes 
of  the  death  of  D.  C.  Meadows,  owner  of 
the  Lyric,  at  Beckley,  W.  Va.  Meadows  was 
widely  known  in  the  territory  and  had 
been  ailing  from  a chronic  stomach  dis- 
ease. 

Bertha  Eckstein,  Monogram,  is  vaca- 
tioning. Florence  Kipp,  RKO  theatres,  is 
visiting  the  Fair,  as  is  Aeolian  Breen,  WB 
. . . J.  L.  Hatcher,  Zenia,  was  in  this  week 
. . . Also  Harry  Bley  of  the  Valley  Theatre 
. . . Henry  Davidson,  Lynchberg,  dropped 
in  after  his  vacation,  and  Fred  May  of 
Carrolton  was  here. 

Elwood  Jones  is  back  on  the  job,  man- 
aging Shubert’s  downtown  RKO  Theatre 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  Taylor  stopped 
off  on  the  Row  before  the  ball  game  . . . 
C.  Harvey,  Pineville,  W.  Va.,  was  here  . . . 
Custer’s  two  new  theatres  will  open  this 
month,  the  Lewis,  Lewisberg,  W.  Va.,  and 
the  State,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  on  the  29th. 


Return  "Fight  for  Peace" 

At  a Higher  Admission 

Cleveland — “The  Fight  for  Peace,” 
seven-reel  feature  released  by  Big  Fea- 
ture Rights  Exchanges,  Inc.,  recently 
played  an  all-time  record  engagement  at 
the  State  Theatre,  Canton.  Ben  Schwartz, 
managing  director  of  the  State  and  Mozart 
theatres,  brought  it  back  for  a return  en- 
gagement at  the  Mozart  Theatre  at  a 
higher  admission  scale  than  was  charged 
for  its  initial  showing. 
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The  19th  Hole 


Big  Field  for  Film 
Golf  Tournament 


Detroit — -Despite  threatening  skies  for 
most  of  the  afternoon,  Variety  Club’s  1939 
golf  tournament  turned  out  the  most  suc- 
cessful event  of  its  kind  ever  staged  here. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  players  were 
out  for  golf  in  the  afternoon,  and  a total 
of  233  sat  down  to  dinner. 

“This  is  the  best  turnout  Variety  has 
ever  had  for  a golf  tournament,”  Chief 
Barker  Charles  C.  Perry  said.  “Great 
thanks  are  due  to  all  who  worked  so  hard 
in  bringing  this  about,  particularly  to 
John  Howard,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  who  has  given  so  much 
time  and  effort  to  make  it  a success.” 

A total  of  148  prizes,  worth  about  $2,800 
in  value,  was  donated  by  a long  list  of 
members  and  friends  of  the  industry.  Prior 
to  the  presentation  of  the  prizes,  a rising 
vote  of  tribute  was  paid  by  all  present  to 
Chairman  Howard. 

Low  gross  for  a Barker,  with  award  of 
the  Variety  Trophy,  went  to  Jack  Stewart 
of  Universal,  with  a 79.  Stewart,  like 
other  prize  winners  in  the  order  an- 
nounced, also  received  his  choice  of  the 
many  merchandise  prizes  donated. 

Prize  for  low  gross  for  a guest  went  to 
H.  Jostis  of  Marshall,  guest  of  W.  H. 
’Thick.  Second  low  for  a Barker  was  won 
by  Harry  Lush  of  Plymouth  with  an  86, 
while  Bill  Sturgess  and  Harold  Sandelman 
tied  for  third. 

Long  drive  contest  was  won  by  John 
Drabicki,  with  a 296  yard  drive,  and  sec- 
ond by  John  Howard  with  a 289. 

Booby  prize  went  to  Earl  Wright  with 
a 184,  and  second  to  past  Chief  Barker 
Bill  Carlson  with  a 161  in  his  maiden  game 
of  golf. 

Door  prizes  were  awarded  to,  among 
others,  Sam  Barrett,  W.  J.  Turnbull,  Les- 
ter Strum,  Mac  Krim,  Charles  Nathanson, 
William  Plemion,  Cem  Merritt,  Herb  Ives, 
Syd  Bowman,  Jack  Ryder,  Floyd  Akroyd, 
David  Flayer,  Mike  J.  Chargot,  Ray 
Schreiber,  Paul  Bromberg,  and  Ralph 
Ruben. 

Kickers’  handicap  awards  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

78 —  Harry  Duerson,  Inspector  Hoffman,  Harold 
C.  Kobinson,  Pete  Schram,  Allen  Usher,  F.  Strin- 
ger, Jack  Morgan,  L.  C.  Becker,  Bill  Robinson, 
Ray  Branch,  Charles  Kirk,  Sam  Krause,  Harold 
Podolsky,  Ralph  Lorenz,  William  Szypulski,  Vic- 
tor Calcaterra,  and  Doc  A.  Eiseman. 

70 —  E.  E.  Baker,  W.  Hartley,  Milt  Grohman, 
Harry  Lotz. 

71 —  Frank  X.  Frost,  Fred  Gottfried,  John  Lud- 
■wig,  Bill  Turnbull. 

83 — Sam  Ackerman,  Walter  Goryl,  and  Ed 
Weingarten. 

88 — Douglas  Brosey,  Burt  London,  H.  L.  Over- 
street,  and  Harold  Smilay. 

75 — Stanley  Dudelson,  Joe  Luft,  Leonard  Wis- 
per.  Jack  Thompson  and  Henry  Sadlowski. 

79 —  Milton  Cohen,  Walter  Kanar,  Frank  Mc- 
Keown,  Mr.  McCreedy,  George  McCoy,  Sam  Mer- 
son,  R.  J.  Mork,  Mr.  Murphy,  Dave  Newman,  Har- 
old Sandelman,  and  Walter  Simmons. 

73 —  Jay  Conover,  Irving  Goldberg,  Jay  Sheeton 
and  Bill  Thick. 

80 —  Elmer  Barg,  Bill  Chatman,  Moe  Dudelson, 
Bob  Wish,  Eddie  Regina  and  Alex  Schreiber. 

74 —  A1  Ackerman,  Ed  Campeau,  Mr.  Olds,  Joe 
Reed,  Art  Robinson,  Hy  Steed,  Pete  Sweeney  and 
S.  C.  Waldron. 

77 — Hal  Burris,  P.  D.  Bromberg,  Dave  Kaplan, 
Art  Koskie,  John  Powers,  Joe  Schwartz,  Jerry 
Schneider,  H.  Sturgis  and  F.  Wagner. 

87 — Harry  Clark,  Bud  Fisher,  Cliff  Giessmann, 


At  the  Detroit  Variety  Golf  Tourna- 
ment: 

Chairman  John  Howard  had  an  attack 
of  euphonious  alliteration,  and  recovered 
with  the  following  named  holes:  1,  Charlie 
Perry’s  Pandemonium:  2,  Ed  Beatty  and 
Ollie  Brooks’  Beatitudes;  3,  American 
Seating’s  Sepulchre;  4,  Cully  Buermele’s 
Blasphemy;  5,  Frank  Downey’s  Demen- 
tia; 6,  Bob  Pelletier’s  Purgatory;  7,  Ed 
Kirchner’s  Kismet;  8,  Tom  Ealand’s  Epi- 
taph; 9,  Jim  Sharkey’s  Shudders;  10,  Lou 
Wisper’s  Witchery;  11,  Robinson’s  Renais- 
sance (pick  your  Robinson)  ; 12,  Jim  Ol- 
son’s Obfuscation;  13,  Barney  Kilbride’s 
Kennel;  14,  Harris  Silverberg’s  Sorrow;  15, 
Bill  Turnbull’s  Terror;  16,  Ed  Heiber’s 
Hysteria;  17,  Bill  Carlson’s  Conundrum; 
18,  Cohen’s  Catacomb  (pick  your  Cohen). 


Bob  Fisher  made  the  top  score  of  the 
day — an  18  on  the  14th  hole  . . . Claire 
Townsend  could  hardly  get  away  from  that 
card  game,  even  to  eat. 


Hen  Richey  had  a double  there — we 
didn’t  learn  his  name.  Frank  Wetsman  did 
not  get  that  watch  for  a prize. 


Eddie  Loye  shot  36  holes;  but  18  was 
about  enough  for  Chief  Barker  Perry  and 
some  others  . . . Jack  Thompson,  Para- 
mount salesman,  was  sporting  a patch  on 
his  left  cheek. 


The  boys  have  decided  it  was  the  wrong 
Goldberg  Twin  that  claimed  the  prize — 
can’t  be  sure  . . . Frank  Wetsman  had  a 
special  kibitzer’s  gallery  for  the  prize  dis- 
tribution, ably  assisted  by  Cem  Merritt  and 
Jack  Hurford. 


Milt  Cohen  of  Columbia  won  the  elec- 
tric clock  contributed  by  Boxoffice  . . . 
Sam  Ackerman  managed  to  preside  over 
the  rolling  at  one  of  the  long  tables,  with 
the  Goldberg  Twins  and  Ben  Cohen  of- 
ficiating at  the  other. 


Wade  Allen  of  the  Fine  Arts  put  on  a 
special  motion  picture  show  afterward — 
only  he  forgot  the  sound  effects  and 
screen.  Noted  in  the  pictures  were:  C.  R. 
Mundinger  doing  a dive;  Ben  Wachansky 
doing  a pancake;  Ed  Kirchner  sinking  a 
putt,  at  last,  and  Irving  Belinsky  and  his 
reception  committee  at  the  Variety  Na- 
tional convention. 


Art  Robinson  missed  being  our  chauf- 
feur . . . Dave  Newman,  Frank  J.  Downey, 
and  W.  G.  Thick  were  at  the  top  table  for 
that  old  favorite  of  “hearts”  when  the 
boys  came  in  off  the  links,  with  Charlie 
Perry  as  Chief  Kibitzer. 


Toby  David  of  CKLW  was  the  guest  of 


Tubby  Harris,  Walter  Horsman,  Joe  Lenahan, 
Harris  Silverberg  and  Jack  Sturm. 

In  no  case  "was  more  than  one  prize  awarded 
to  an  individual,  with  receipt  of  one  prize  dis- 
qualifying him  from  receiving  a second. 

Special  prizes  for  particular  holes  were  awarded 
as  follows:  Third  hole,  Walter  Branson;  four- 
teenth, Joe  LaRose;  eighteenth,  Irving  Belinsky; 
for  high  score,  fifth  hole,  Ed  Kirchner;  high  on 
fourteenth,  Bob  Fisher;  high  on  fifteenth,  tie  be- 
tween Ed  Stuckey  and  Ted  Rogvoy. 


M-G-M’s  John  Dembeck  . . . Dembeck 
himself  got  some  good  candid  camera 
shots  . . . Met  our  old  luncheon  partner, 
Mort  Vinson,  again,  along  with  his  partner, 
Vic  Calcaterra  of  Typocraft. 


Ben  Cohen  did  himself  proud  as  a whole 
cheering  gallery  in  himself  . , . Frank 
Wetsman  and  Charlie  Perry  fought  a duel 
with  their  golf  clubs  when  teeing  off. 


Mac  Krim,  tiring  of  golf,  went  down  the 
road,  found  a horse,  and  came  back  astride 
him  in  his  khaki  tuxedo — borrowed  for 
the  occasion  , . . George  McArthur  was 
afraid  to  shake  hands  after  the  game. 


Jack  Douglas  didn’t  play,  on  account  of 
his  bum  ankle  , . . Dave  Flayer’s  eyes  al- 
most went  back  on  him. 


C.  M.  Merritt  made  his  first  fall  inva- 
sion from  Canada  in  shorts — and  got  stiff 
knees  as  a result  . . , Jack  Ryder,  Para- 
mount salesman,  had  the  difficult  job  of 
watchdog  of  the  doorway  for  dinner.  Cully 
Buermele,  hungry,  thought  the  delay  was 
because  there  was  a film  salesman  on  the 
job. 


Mike  Victor  managed  to  pull  a squeeze 
play  on  Max  Blumenthal;  then  Mac  Krim 
and  Sam  Seplowin  tried  it.  Boys  will  be 
boys. 


Barney  Kilbride  was  the  man  on  the 
spot  when  the  lights  went  out  . . . Bill 
London  lost  four  pounds  chasing  up  John 
Howard  to  get  a refund  on  his  two  unsold 
tickets. 


Jack  Goldhar,  UA  district  manager, 
wired  regrets  at  his  absence  from  town  . . . 
Lew  Wisper,  Max  Blumenthal,  and  Irving 
Belinsky  were  made  sergeants-at-arms  for 
the  evening. 


That  distinguished  looking  corner  was 
filled  by  Tom  McGuire  of  Co-Op,  and  his 
guests  from  Hamtramck — Mayor  Walter 
Kanar,  Lieutenant  Joseph  Reed  of  the  fire 
department.  Councilman  Fred  R.  Pabst, 
Chief  Edward  Sawtell  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, Joseph  Lewicki,  clerk  of  the  justice 
court,  and  Ed  Newland  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Co. 


Pete  Schram,  Bob  Pelletier,  and  Roy 
Taylor  were  among  the  upstate  guests 
playing. 


Chase  Armed  Bandit 

Detroit — John  Rival,  assistant  manager 
of  Ben  Cohn’s  Senate  Theatre,  was  the  hero 
of  the  city’s  first  theatre  robbery  in  many 
months,  Monday  night.  Two  bandits  grab- 
'oed  the  day’s  receipts,  estimated  at  $400, 
from  Albin  Macek,  doorman,  near  the 
boxoffice,  and  Rival  and  Macek  pursued 
the  bandits,  who  were  known  to  be  armed, 
two  blocks  down  the  street.  They  were  lost 
when  an  accomplice  in  a car  picked  up 
the  two  bandits,  who  then  fired  a shot  at 
Rival  but  missed  him. 
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J^OUIS  S.  Uhler  of  Detroit  Projector  Corp. 

recently  returned  from  a vacation  in 
New  York  City.  He  wants  to  go  back  to 
tee  more  of  the  Fair.  His  partners,  Harry 
Kalajian  and  Robert  Coffee,  are  visiting 
the  Fair  . . . Jack  Coffey,  publicity  man 
for  Jam  Handy  Pictures  Service  here,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  company’s  office 
at  Philadelphia.  He  is  succeeded  by  R. 
Miller  as  publicity  director. 

Jam  Handy  Picture  Service  is  now  pre- 
paring the  first  of  13  short  subject  films 
for  the  Chevrolet  division  of  General  Mo- 
tors Corp.  The  first  is  to  be  released  early 
in  September  and  one  each  month  there- 
after . . . Ralph  Peckham,  Grand  Na- 
tional  manager,  is  concentrating  on  play- 
dates  now  . . . Irving  Belinsky  has  been 
making  so  much  rnoney  at  his  new  location 
that  his  cash  register  wore  out  in  six  weeks 
. . . Joseph  B.  Krul  is  renaming  his  Fredro 
as  the  King  Theatre,  and  remodeling  the 
house  . . . Wallace  G.  Cross  of  Cross  Ma- 
chine Shop  is  spending  his  spare  time  up 
on  Lake  St.  Clair,  “just  fishing”  . . . Steve 
T.  Congress  and  H.  J.  Cokimos  are  re- 
opening their  downtown  Lyric,  closed  for 
redecorating. 

William  O.  Grey,  who  has  opened  an 
office  in  the  Penobscot  Bldg,  to  specialize 
in  theatre  brokerage,  may  operate  nation- 
ally . . . Sam  Brown  has  moved  head- 
quarters of  his  circuit  from  the  Penob- 
scot Bldg,  to  the  Francis  Palms  Bldg., 
housing  the  Palms-State  Theatre. 

Joseph  S77iith  of  Exhibitors  Truck  Ser- 
vice has7i’t  ope7ied  his  7iew  offices  yet  . . . 
Milo  S.  Rya7i,  Detroit  playwright,  was  re- 
cpo7isible  for  the  first  “tip”  on  the  sws- 
pect  accused  of  that  Nevada  tram  wreck. 

George  Berger  has  a fourth  monkey  look- 
ing at  the  familiar  no-see-hear-speak  trio 
a mosaic  floor  at  his  home.  Declines  to 
explain  the  fourth  one  . . . Jack  Broder 
at  the  Rainbo  has  started  remodeling  a 
present  store  and  garage  on  Jefferson  and 
Drexel  Aves — right  near  the  Cinderella, 
for  a new  750-seater,  to  be  called  the  Time. 
Slated  for  Christmas  opening. 

Charlie  Gar7ier  is  the  ge7itlema7i  m dis- 
guise behmd  those  7iew  dark  glasses  and 
he's  actmg  cor7i-fed  . . . Hal  Burriss  is 
really  proud  of  that  far7nerette  hat.  Re- 
fused a good  offer  to  sell  it  to  e7ivious 
Ralph  Raskm  of  Robi7iso7i  Pre77iiu77is  . . . 
Art  Robi7iso7i  will  have  a 7iew  premium 
setup  S0071  . . . Bo7i  Buer77iele  of  U7iiversal, 
S071  of  Co-Op’s  g.  7n.,  “Cully”  Buermele, 
proudly  is  displaying  early  photos  of  his 
three-mo7ith-old  offsprmg  . . . Lela7id  San- 
shie.  20th-Fox  booker,  has  his  pep  back 
after  his  vacatio7i. 

Phil  Kaplan  of  Theatrical  Advertising  is 
getting  out  a new  type  program,  “Holly- 
wood Flashes”  . . . Floyd  Keillor,  new  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  and  Jack  Sturm,  new  ad 
.'ales  manager,  both  turning  out  swell 
jobs,  their  colleagues  insist  . . . Jess  "Veld- 
man,  20th-Fox  cashier,  is  called  NOA  by 
his  auditor  friends — “no  outstanding  ac- 
counts” . . . Irwin  Pollard  is  shepherding 
the  Bowling  League  in  their  meetings  this 


week,  to  lay  out  schedules  and  teams  for 
1939-40 — eight  teams  as  usual. 

The  Fihn  Baseball  Tearn  plays  Azel’s 
Cousms  Wed7iesday — a real  double  feature 
for  show7ne7i  . . . Joe  Reich  is  trymg  water- 
77ielo7i  with  le77ion.  Mrs.  Reich  was  m 
briefly  from  her  cottage  7iear  Riverside, 
Out.,  where  she  has  been  gammg  weight  all 
S7i77i77ier  . . . Ce7isor  Charlie  S7iyder’s 

frie7ids  say  he  must  be  about  fen  7nen 
to  see  all  the  pictures  he  has  to  ..  . Max 
Blu77ie7ithal  is  domg  research  mto  first 
7ia77ies.  Try  hii7i  07i  yours. 

Lew  Arozian  has  returned  from  a trip 
through  New  England.  His  pet  trophy  is 
lobsters  . . . Jim  West  of  Burriss  Studios 
has  brought  his  wife  back  from  Texas, 
where  she  was  convalescing.  She  may  go 
south  again  shortly  for  her  health  . . . 
Andy  Harvey  of  Exhibitors  Service  is  mak- 
ing plans  for  the  film  exchange  employes’ 
tall  . . . Jack  Krass  of  the  Oakman  is 
planning  a fishing  trip  . . . Will  the  party 
at  the  Avenue  Theatre  who  forgot  to  sign 
his  name  on  a note  sent  to  this  office, 
please  make  his  identity  known? 

Jack  Zide  has  closed  the  Fox  Premiu7ns 
office  here,  a7id  has  left  Detroit,  but  is  ex- 
pected to  retxmi  shortly  . . . Co77ima7ider 
Max  Kolm  is  Theatrical  Post’s  sole  dele- 
gate at  the  Legio7i  Co7ive7itio7i  up  at  Es- 
ca7iaba  . . . Charlie  Perry  is  back  fro7n  his 
third  air  trip  to  New  York  m fe?i  days, 
• Continued  on  page  86) 


In  Old  Kentucky 

By  SCOTTY  DE  VEAUX  

■pOMMY  MARSHALL,  manager  of  the 
Strand  Theatre  at  Clinton,  has  com- 
pleted the  installation  of  344  new  seats 
as  well  as  a new  front  and  marquee.  He 
celebrated  the  event  with  a special  stage 
show. 


Levi  Chisholm  is  planning  to  remodel 
and  open  the  long-dark  Orpheum  at  Ful- 
ton. Lease  on  the  house,  which  is  part 
of  the  Malco  interests  recently  expired. 


Vacationists  in  the  Legion  Theatres  Co., 
Inc.,  of  Mayfield,  operators  of  the  Memo- 
rial Building  and  the  Princess  Tlieatre,  in- 
clude Loyal  Foster,  assistant  manager; 
Wayne  Minton,  advertising  manager; 
Charles  Peters,  maintenance;  Wayne  Mor- 
gan, operator;  Ned  Nance,  operator,  and 
Mrs.  Bernice  Tibbs,  cashier. 


W.  L.  Ruffin,  of  the  Ruffin  Theatres 
at  Covington,  is  back  from  a three-week 
stay  in  a Memphis  hospital,  necessitated 
by  an  operation. 


Completion  on  about  the  middle  of  Oc- 
tober is  expected  for  the  new  500-seat 
Benton  Theatre  being  erected  at  Covington, 
Tenn.,  by  Paul  Harrington  of  Ruffin’s 
Chickashaw  Amusement.  Shelby  McCullom 
is  slated  to  manage  the  new  house. 


F.  H.  Lancaster,  manager  of  the  new 
Varsity  Theatre  at  Murray,  is  heading  for 
Paducah  and  points  north  on  his  annual 
outing. 


Plenty  of  Stage  Shows 
Seem  Likely  lor  Detroit 

Detroit — Detroit  is  slated  to  have  more 
stage  shows  this  fall  than  in  other  recent 
seasons,  present  indications  agree.  Cen- 
ter of  interest,  of  course,  is  the  policy  of 
the  Fox  and  Michigan  theatres,  but,  so 
far,  no  indication  of  a change  toward 
vaudeville  policies  is  apparent.  With  con- 
centration of  interest  upon  motion  picture 
bookings  currently,  decision  upon  stage 
shows  is  apparently  being  deferred. 

First  actual  move  was  made  this  week, 
when  the  National  Theatre,  closed  for  re- 
modeling all  summer,  reopened  with  a 
combination  of  burlesque  and  vaudeville. 
This  replaces  a former  burlesque  and  film 
policy,  and  indicates  a trend  away  from 
films  as  an  auxiliary  to  houses  in  this 
class — apparently  lessening  competition  for 
other  downtown  motion  picture  houses. 

The  Gayety,  closed  for  two  years,  is 
slated  to  be  reopened  again  early  in  Sep- 
tember by  damage  and  Rothstein,  with 
traveling  burlesque  shows. 


RKO  Palace  in  Cleveland 
To  Resume  Stage  Shows 

Cleveland — Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great  Lakes 
division  manager,  has  just  returned  from 
New  York  where  it  was  determined  stage 
shows  will  be  resumed  at  the  RKO  Palace, 
on  September  8.  The  opening  stage  attrac- 
tion will  be  Artie  Shaw,  whose  Cleveland 
premiere  appearance  last  season,  was  can- 
celled on  account  of  illness. 

Holt  is  more  enthusiastic  over  the  forth- 
coming stage  attractions  this  season  than 
for  several  season’s  past.  The  reason  is 
that  he  has  already  signed  for  such  well- 
known  headliners  as  Rudy  Vallee,  Roches- 
ter, Betty  Grable,  John  Boles,  Patsy  Kelly, 
Sammy  Kaye  and  Laurel  and  Hardy. 

Following  the  usual  Palace  policy,  stage 
shows  were  discontinued  over  the  summer. 


"Under-Pup"  Screening 

Pittsburgh — Members  of  the  trade  were 
invited  to  attend  a special  preview  of 
Uniyersal’s  “The  Under-Pup”  at  the  Regent 
Square  Theatre,  Edgewood,  Sunday  eve- 
ning, August  27,  invitation  having  been 
issued  this  week  by  Jules  Lapidus,  branch 
manager  for  the  distributing  company. 
This  is  the  picture  which  stars  Gloria 
Jean  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  hailed  as  another 
child  vocal  marvel. 


Displays  New  Projector 

Cleveland  — L.  P.  Langford  of  Oliver 
Theatre  Supply,  Inc.,  announced  he  now 
has  on  display  one  of  the  new  Brenkert 
projection  machines.  Langford  points  out 
the  new  projector  is  a new  departure  in 
engineering,  designed  to  increase  the  ef- 
ficiency of  projection  and  to  increase  the 
life  of  a projector. 


Chickasaw  Erecting  New  Unit 

Benton,  Ky.  — The  Chickasaw  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Covington,  Tenn.,  is  erecting 
a new  theatre  here.  Shelby  McCallum  is 
resident  manager. 
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pRED  J.  HERRINGTON,  MPTO  .secretary, 
will  spend  Labor  Day  weekend  in  New 
York  . . . Commander  Harry  Kalmine  of 
the  Variety  Post  No.  589,  American  Legion, 
presented  an  American  flag  and  staff  to 
Camp  O’Connell,  Warrendale,  Pa.,  a sum- 
mer camp  for  underprivileged  boys  of  the 
Pittsburgh  district  which  is  being  co-spon- 
sored by  the  Variety  Club.  A number  of 
guests  and  barkers  were  present  at  the 
ceremony  Sunday  afternoon  . . . N.  G. 
Anas,  Weirton  exhibitor,  and  his  son  Tom 
attended  a convention  of  the  Ahepa  so- 
ciety in  the  east  . . . Jetta  Grey,  secretary 
to  William  Finkel  of  the  Arcade  and  Co- 
lonial theatres,  will  vacation  in  Atlantic 
City  over  Labor  Day. 

T.  L.  Kearse,  the  veteran  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  showman,  is  reported  in  poor  health 
. . . Barrett  Kiesling,  M-G-M’s  ambassador, 
was  a visitor  here  this  week  . . . William 
J.  O’Brien,  ASCAP  district  manager,  is 
cracking  down  on  a number  of  night  clubs, 
road  houses  and  inns  which  have  not  kick- 
ed in  with  royalties.  Complaints  have  been 
filed  in  federal  court  here,  the  charges  be- 
ing copyright  infringements. 

M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Hyman  Goldberg,  Bart 
Dattola,  Prank  Panoplos,  Mike  Thomas 
and  other  local  exhibitors  plan  to  attend 
the  New  Jersey  Allied  convention  at  At- 
lantic City,  September  6-8  ...  A.  I.  Weiner, 
Harry  Rees,  Bill  Scott  and  Jimmy  Nash 
are  in  Cleveland  over  the  weekend  attend- 
ing a United  Artists  regional  sales  meet- 
ing which  had  been  called  by  Bert  M. 
Steam,  district  manager.  Cleveland,  Cin- 
cinnati, Indianapolis,  Buffalo  and  Pitts- 
burgh branches  are  represented  . . . Death 
came  last  week  to  Mrs.  T.  P.  Hollis,  wife 
of  the  former  theatre  supply  dealer  of  the 
old  firm  of  Hollis-Smith-Morton.  Hollis 
has  been  connected  with  the  Colonial  Bank 
for  a number  of  years. 

Vacationmg  this  week  were  Frank  Ray 
and  Clara  Powala  of  RKO;  Peg  O’Comiell, 


Francis  Seubert  and  Bob  Clark  of  Para- 
mount; Ann  Quinn  of  UA;  Belle  and  Anne 
Simon  of  Vitagraph  . . . The  Lew  Leftons 
have  returned  from  Florida  and  the  Mon- 
arch manager  is  able  to  be  at  his  desk  for 
an  hour  or  so  each  day.  Lew  is  much  im- 
proved in  health  although  he  doesn’t  have 
that  old  time  pep;  Mrs.  Lefton  is  feeling 
better  too  after  a month’s  vacation  . . . Bob 
Newkirk  is  no  longer  connected  with  the 
Times,  Braddock  . . . Charles  Baron, 
M-G-M  exploiteer,  has  been  devoting  his 
time  to  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  having  pro- 
moted selling  campaigns  with  M.  D.  Cohn, 
Penn,  New  Castle;  George  Purcell,  State, 
Uniontown;  Robert  Neilson,  Cambria, 
Johnstown;  J.  V.  Minton,  and  Wendell 
Proctor,  Shea’s,  Erie;  George  Notopoulos, 
Penn,  Butler  . . . Harry  Kalmine  and 
Harry  Feinstein  were  in  New  York  on 
booking  duties  this  week  . . . Warner  Bros. 
Circuit  Management  Corp.  houses  this 
week  closed  the  fourth  quarter  of  its  fiscal 
year. 

Herman  “Dad”  Lipman  has  been  enter- 
taining on  Filmrow  with  feats  of  magic 
. . . His  son  Herb  Lipman,  the  sound  equip- 
ment manufacturer,  has  returned  from 
Chicago  where  he  was  on  business  . . . Jack 
Judd,  NSS  manager,  was  called  into  the 
New  York  home  office  for  a special  meeting 
this  week  . . . Jules  Lapidus  was  in  New 
York  closing  new  contracts  ...  A nickel 
candy  vending  machine  has  been  installed 
at  the  20th-Fox  exchange,  the  profits  of 
which  will  go  to  the  exchange  employes 
fund  . . . E.  B.  Morton’s  NTS  office  is  dis- 
playing the  new  Simplex  S.  I.  International 
projector. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Wheeler,  parents  of 
Hymie  Wheeler  of  Republic  and  George 
Wheeler  of  Columbia,  will  celebrate  their 
50th  wedding  anniversary  at  Beth  Sholem 
Syjiagogue  Sunday,  September  3,  at  9 p.  m. 
All  friends  are  invited. 

A visitor  this  week  was  Mr.  Joseph  who 


withdrew  from  exhibition  here  eight  years 
ago  when  he  and  his  partner  Nathan  Rosen 
sold  their  Model  Theatre  to  Warner  Bros. 
He  told  a Boxoffice  reporter  that  he  may 
be  returning  to  exhibition  at  a very  early 
date  . . . WB’s  Ambridge  Theatre  returns 
to  stage  shows  after  an  absence  of  vaude- 
ville there  for  a dozen  years,  opening  date 
being  August  31,  with  stage  policy  sched- 
uled each  weekend,  according  to  Donn  Wer- 
muth,  manager  . . . Sympathy  to  Don 
D’Carlo  who  lost  his  sister  this  week  . . . 
Samuel  J.  Askenase,  partner  with  Joe 
Wagman  for  a number  of  years  at  the  now 
defunct  Exhibitors  Printing  Service  Co.,  is 
now  operating  Trust  Printing  Co.,  with 
shop  at  711  Penn  Ave. 

Francis  Seubert,  Paramount  booker,  has 
resigned  as  a member  of  the  Filmrow 
Bowling  League,  because  of  his  church 
choir  rehearsal  on  Friday  evenings  . . . 
Jerry  Roth,  Guy  V.  Ida,  Rudy  Navari  and 
Sam  Fleishman  are  back  at  exhibiting 
after  summer  vacations  . . . Art  Levy  and 
Archie  Fineman  were  co-hosts  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  the  other  evening  ivith  about 
50  present  to  meet  the  honor  guest  of  the 
evening,  Andy  Szwedko,  national  public 

Team  captains  for  the  Variety  Club 
benefit  for  support  of  the  boys  camp  for 
underprivileged  children  are  C.  J.  Latta, 
John  H.  Harris,  Ira  H.  Cohn,  Burt  Bishop, 
Archie  Fineman,  Art  Levy,  Harry  Kalmine, 
I.  Elmer  Ecker,  Harry  Kramer,  Harry  Feld- 
man, A1  Weiblinger  . . . Vic  Weschler  was 
in  from  Erie  the  other  day,  reporting 
nothing  new  there,  except  that  the  old 
landmark  Park  Theatre  has  been  de- 
molished to  make  way  for  a bus  terminal 
. . . Les  Coleman,  Paramount  home  office 
representative,  has  been  keeping  himself 
busy  at  the  local  branch  exchange  which 
will  emerge  next  week  as  an  all-new  office 
after  extensive  remodeling.  Don’t  overlook 
the  modernization  of  the  Paramount 
screening  room  as  well  as  the  general  and 
executive  offices. 


MR.  THEATRE  OWNER! 

You  can  now  MODERNIZE  YOUR  MARQUEE  AT 
SURPRISINGLY  LOW  COST 

By  Using  the 

NEW 

STAAF 

BEVEL  LETTERS 
FOR  MARQUEES 

(Patents  Pending) 

EASY  TO  HANG  AND  CHANGE 

Consult  Your  Local  Sign  Man  Or  Write  For  Details  To 

STAAF  COMPANY  CARNEGIE,  PA.  Phone:  Carnegie  1205 
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Dipsons  Pike.  Woodsdale. 
Grand  Opening  Aug,  25 


fjARRY  LA  VINE,  Republic’s  smiling  dis- 
trict manager,  was  a welcome  Film 
Bldg,  guest  for  50  per  cent  of  the  past 
week  . . . E.  E.  Bair,  general  manager 
of  Peter  Mailers’  Valentine  and  Strand 
theatres  in  Defiance,  and  Mrs.  Bair  were  in 
town  on  a shopping  expedition  for  the 
newest  styles  in  pictures  and  clothes  . . . 
C.  B.  Kosco  is  the  new  owner  of  the  Alpine 
Theatre  (formerly  the  Palace)  in  Saline- 
ville.  The  transfer  from  G.  C.  Davis,  for- 
mer owner,  is  now  in  effect. 

Theodore  Chi f os  is  the  new  owner  of 
the  Hollywood  Theatre  in  Ottawa,  which 
is  the  new  name  of  the  Ottawa  Theatre 
formerly  owned  by  Floyd  Hiegel.  The  house 
had  been  closed  during  the  month  of  July 
. . . Over  at  the  Metro  exchange,  No.  1 
booker  Dorsey  Brown  has  left  for  parts 
unknown  for  a two  weeks’  vacation,  and 
Nativa  Roberts  has  returned  from  a look  at 
the  New  York  World's  Fair  . . . It  is  re- 
ported that  the  Emboyd  Theatre,  Welling- 
ton, is  closed. 

Arthur  Spaeth,  motion  picture  critic  for 
The  News,  has  left  for  a fishing  trip  in 
Canada,  making  all  of  the  local  film 
critics  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  W. 
Ward  Marsh  of  The  Plain  Dealer  is  on  his 
way  back  from  a four-week  trek  to  the 
studios  and  Winsor  French  of  The  Press 
has  just  about  reached  the  end  of  his 
journey  in  Hollywood  . . . Cleveland  is 
doing  right  well  for  RKO’s  “Bachelor 
Mother.”  The  Ginger  Rogers-David  Niven 
comedy  is  now  in  its  fourth  week  down- 
town. After  a one- week  run  at  Warner’s 
Hippodrome  it  moved  over  to  the  Allen 
where  it  has  just  completed  three  more 
weeks. 

Miss  Sylvia  Amster,  secretary  to  RKO 
Brajich  Manager  George  Lefko,  is  receiv- 
ing her  mail  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  where 
she  is  reported  to  be  resting  comfortably 
after  an  operation  . . . Society  Note:  “Duke” 
Clark,  Paramount  branch  manager,  and 
Mrs.  Clark  are  entertaining  their  son.  Bob, 
Paramount  ad  sales  manager,  in  Pitts- 
burgh, and  his  wife  for  a week  or  so  ..  . 
Bill  Brooks  of  the  local  Paramount  book- 
ing department  is  vacationing. 


Oliver  Theatre  Supply,  Inc.,  is  off  on  va- 
cation to  parts  unknown  . . . Miss  Eva 
Urdang,  M.  B.  Horwitz’s  secretary,  has  a 
dose  of  summer  flu. 

Jack  Achen,  bookkeeper  for  the  Scoville, 
Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  has  decided  to 
make  Clevelarid  his  permanent  abode,  and 
so  his  wife  has  come  on  from  Chicago  to 
help  him  establish  a home  here  . . . Por- 
tends: Ruth  Bergdorff,  secretary  to  the 
boys  of  the  Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif  cir- 
cuit, is  reliably  reported  to  have  caught 
the  bridal  bouquet  at  her  sister’s  wedding 
recently,  which  might  indicate  in  which 
direction  Cupid’s  arrow  is  pointing. 

Dan  Stearns  of  the  Willoby  Theatre, 
Willoby,  bought  a new  fall  outfit  for  his 
theatre  from  National  Tlieatre  Supply  Co., 
including  a new  screen,  lamps  and  a gen- 
erator . . . Lou  Walters  of  National  The- 
atre Supply  was  down  Columbus  way  last 
week  . . . And  we  hear  that  Pete  Wood, 
ITOO  secretary,  and  his  tonsils  have  part- 
ed company  . . . Sidney  Garfinkle,  local 
representative  for  Quality  Premiums,  an- 
nounces that  he  is  getting  an  entirely  new 
line  of  theatre  premiums  and  invites  the 
exhibitors  to  look  them  over  . . . Joe  Calla 
of  the  Strand,  Canton,  was  in  town  last 
week  without  his  boss,  Bert  Botzum,  which 
is  most  unusual  . . . S.  P.  Gorrel,  Republic 
branch  manager,  spent  the  week  out  in 
the  territory. 

Lester  Smith,  Warren  exhibitor,  is  back 
from  a four  weeks  vacation  trip  to  the 
coast. 

Earl  Smith  of  the  Kinsman  Theatre, 
Kinsman,  who  is  an  airplane  pilot  instruc- 
tor on  the  side,  last  week  celebrated  the 
birth  of  a son — his  first  child — by  taking 
Columbia  Salesman  Manny  Glick  for  a 
ride  in  the  clouds. 

Jack  Steinberg  has  let  a contract  to 
C.  J.  'Vogel  to  remodel  his  Wilson  Theatre, 
Youngstown.  Alterations  will  include  add- 
ing 200  seats  . . . John  Papulias  of  the 
Olympic  Theatre,  Steubenville,  will  be 
home  the  end  of  this  month  from  a sum- 
mer in  Greece  where  he  supervised  con- 
struction of  a steel  mill  project. 


From  Warner  Bros,  comes  the  happy 
news  that  the  Majestic  'Theatre,  Mansfield, 
which  closed  earlier  in  the  summer,  will 
reopen  September  3.  Wayne  Williams, 
manager  of  the  house  prior  to  closing, 
takes  up  where  he  left  off  . . . Harry  Rein- 
hart, Canton  circuit  owner,  in  town  dur- 
ing the  week,  reports  that  Mrs.  Reinhart 
is  doing  nicely  at  Montefiori  Hospital  in 
Pittsburgh,  where  she  will  remain  about 
two  weeks  more  to  complete  her  con- 
valescence . . . Miss  Helen  Pagnard  of 


T.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 

White  and  Silver  Screens 
Guaranteed  Workmanship — Reasonable  Prices 
Satisfied  Customers  for  Twelve  Years 
604  WARD  AVE.,  GIRARD,  OHIO 
Phone:  Girard,  Ohio,  361-J 


A1  Sunshine  of  Hollywood  Valances,  left 
for  a week’s  trip  through  Kentucky  and 
Indiana  with  a complete  new  line  of  ac- 
cessories for  the  Golden  Jubilee  including 
processed  valances,  bannerettes,  burgee 
sets,  six  foot  drapes,  usher  badges  and 
pennants. 


Henry  Barden  Acquires 
Waldorf  From  Schultz 

Cleveland — Negotiations  were  complet- 
ed last  week  whereby  Henry  Barden  took 
over  the  Waldorf  Theatre  from  Nate 
Schultz.  Meyer  Kaplan,  who  owned  the 
house  prior  to  its  sale  to  Schultz,  has  been 
retained  as  managing  director.  The  Su- 
perior, Waldorf  and  Crown  are  now  operat- 
ed by  Barden.  'The  Savoy,  which  also  was 
formerly  a Kaplan  house,  is  closed. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va. — Nikitas  Dipson  cir- 
cuit’s new  Pike  Theatre  at  Woodsdale  was 
scheduled  for  grand  opening  August  25. 
This  property  has  been  remodeled  from  a 
garage  building  and  as  converted  is  a mod- 
ern theatre. 

Chris  Velas  continues  construction  of 
his  new  theatre  building  at  Woodsdale, 
suburban  to  Wheeling  on  the  highway 
leading  to  Elm  Grove.  This  theatre  will 
be  completed  within  the  next  two  months. 
To  be  known  as  the  Woodsdale  Theatre, 
it  will  be  owned  by  the  Pleasant  Valley 
Theatre  Co.,  headed  by  Chris  Velas.  This 
exhibitor  has  just  taken  over  the  operation 
of  motion  pictures  at  St.  Michaels  audi- 
torium at  Woodsdale. 

Velas  is  engaged  in  construction  of  a new 
650-seat  theatre  at  Woodsfield,  Ohio, 
which  will  be  ready  for  opening  at  an 
early  date.  At  Woodsfield  this  week  Jess 
Shannon,  exhibitor  there,  was  opening 
his  new  600-seat  house,  known  as  the 
Life.  'The  new  Woodsfield  theatres  each 
represent  investments  of  approximately 
$35,000. 


Jas,  O'Keefe  in  Chicago  to 
Introduce  a New  Sign 

Pittsburgh — James  O’Keefe,  sales  man- 
ager for  the  Staaf  Co.  of  Carnegie,  Pa.,  is 
attending  a convention  of  the  National 
Sign  Makers  at  Chicago,  to  display  the 
new  Staaf  bevel  marquee  letters,  particu- 
larly adapted  to  theatre  use,  which  has 
just  made  its  appearance  on  the  market. 
It  is  of  baked  black  enamel  with  aluminum 
flanges  and  is  suspended  on  marquees  from 
steel  bands  affixed  to  the  marquee  by  ad- 
justing attachments. 

Warner  I.  Staaf,  is  head  of  the  company. 


An  Unusual  Educational 
Drive  for  "Assassin" 

Pittsburgh — With  the  opening  of  the 
Barry  Theatre  for  the  new  season,  Mannie 
Greenwald,  manager,  arranged  an  imusual 
educational  campaign  which  exposed  the 
evils  of  marihuana  weed.  The  picture, 
which  opened  Wednesday,  is  “Assassin  of 
Youth.”  District  Attorney  Andrew  T.  Park 
and  an  assistant  have  been  alternating 
daily  in  talks  to  the  Barry  audience  and 
will  continue  these  addresses  through  the 
run  of  the  picture.  Monogram  Pictures  ex- 
change is  distributing  “Assassin  of  Youth.” 


Protest  Irish  "Insults" 

Pittsburgh — ^The  Ancient  Order  of  Hi- 
bernians in  state  convention  here  declared 
war  against  “insults  and  villification  of 
the  Irish  race”  on  stage  and  screen.  The 
action  was  taken  when  the  newly-elected 
state  president,  Michael  J.  Daly,  of  Phila- 
delphia, announced  the  adoption  of  reso- 
lutions. 


Alpine  Circuit  Closes  One 
Barboursville,  W.  Va. — The  Alpine  cir- 
cuit Tivoli  has  closed. 
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T OUIS  P.  STEUERLE,  who  operates  the 
Broadway  Theatre  in  Louisville,  left  on 
a vacation  trip,  which  was  to  take  him  to 
Atlantic  City  and  the  New  York  World’s 
Fair.  At  the  Fair  he  was  to  meet  Sylves- 
ter Grove  sr.,  head  of  the  South  End 
Amusement  Co.  of  Louisville. 

As  guests  of  Universal,  Boyd  Martin, 
film  critic  for  the  Louisville  Courier- 
Journal,  and  A.  A.  Daugherty,  ditto  for  the 
Louisville  Times,  were  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  for 
the  premiere  of  “The  Under-Pup”  last 
Thursday.  With  their  wives,  they  joined 
other  Universal  guests  in  New  York  for  a 
glimpse  of  the  Fair. 

Plans  for  a picnic  for  Kentucky  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  were  being  outlined.  It 
is  to  be  given  in  Louisville  . . . Richard 
Henchey,  assistant  chief  of  service  at 
Loew’s,  and  Harry  Shively,  an  usher  there, 
returned  from  Fort  Knox,  Ky.,  where  they 
saw  annual  training  service  with  the  Ken- 
tucky National  Guard. 

There  must  he  a lot  of  theatre  chit-chat 
across  the  breakfast  table  at  the  Jesse  L. 
Lausmans,  Louisville.  Lausman  operates 
the  Hill  Top  Theatre.  The  missus  is 
cashier  at  the  Broadway. 

Phil  Hamden,  former  movie  cameraman 
in  Louisville,  is  located  in  Chicago  now. 
Barrett  C.  Kiesling  of  M-G-M  was  in 
town  last  week  . . . The  Hi-Land,  new 
Louisville  theatre,  has  been  opened  . . . Ray 
Mattingly  of  Falls  City  Theatre  EquiP'. 
ment  is  back  in  harness  again  following 
vacation. 

A Television  Show  Set  at 
Allegheny  County  Fair 

Pittsburgh — Twelve  to  16  television  re- 
ceiving booths  will  be  open  to  the  public 
at  the  Allegheny  County  Fair,  at  South 
Park,  August  28,  through  September  4,  the 
broadcasting  and  receiving  apparatus  be- 
ing similar  to  that  being  used  at  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  fairs. 

Visible  broadcasts  will  be  made  from  a 
Temple  of  Television,  the  general  plan 
being  in  operation  ten  minutes  out  of  each 
hour  from  about  noon  to  approximately 
10  p.  m.  KDKA  is  cooperating  in  the  pro- 
ject. All  equipment  will  be  of  RCA  manu- 
facture. Coaxial  cables  will  carry  the 
images  from  the  central  building  to  the 
receivers  which  are  installed  in  booths 
(commercial  exhibits)  on  various  parts  of 
the  fair  grounds. 


New  Ohio  Drive-In 

Mansfield,  Ohio — A new  drive-in  thea- 
tre has  been  opened  four  miles  east  of  here 
by  M.  B.  Mercer  and  C.  G.  Raymore.  The 
new  theatre  will  accommodate  approxi- 
mately 1,000  automobiles.  Policy  will  be  a 
feature  and  several  short  subjects,  with 
several  program  changes  weekly  the  spon- 
sors announced.  It  is  the  first  open-air 
house  in  this  section. 


Ready  "Different"  College  Yarn 

Hollywood — “Campus  Wives,”  a college 
picture  which  has  no  football,  campus 
sports  or  the  usual  film-collegiate  atmos- 
phere, is  being  readied  at  Paramount. 


Mooney  Adds  Nine  New 
Co-operative  Accounts 

Cleveland — Milton  A.  Mooney,  head  of 
Co-operative  Theatres  of  Ohio,  the  only 
cooperative  agency  operating  in  the  state, 
has  added  nine  houses  to  his  accounts 
within  the  past  week,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  theatres  which  he  is  servicing 
to  80,  which  are  about  equally  divided 
between  the  northern  and  southern  sec- 
tions of  the  state. 

The  new  accounts  are  the  Liberty,  Wilson 
and  Broadway,  Covington,  Ky.,  operated  by 
L.  B.  Wilson;  Bond  Theatre,  Cincinnati, 
Kentucky  and  Derby,  Latonia,  Ky.,  operat- 
ed by  Louis  Weithe;  the  new  Globe  Theatre 
on  N.  College  Hill,  Cincinnati,  which  Wil- 
liam Murrison  will  open  September  15; 
New  Holland  Theatre,  New  Holland,  Ohio, 
operated  by  F.  McQuay,  and  the  Royal, 
Akron,  owned  by  the  late  J.  G.  Dietjen  and 
now  operated  by  his  son  Paul. 


E.  C.  HoHman  Completing 
Hollywood  Remodeling 

Detroit — E.  C.  Hoffman,  manager  of 
the  500-seat  Hollywood,  only  theatre  at 
Buchanan,  is  completing  remodeling.  The 
house  is  one  of  the  few  in  southwestern 
Michigan  to  have  a washed-air  cooling 
system. 

In  the  new  work,  the  auditorium  is  in  a 
modernistic  style,  with  walls  and  ceiling  of 
Nu-Wood  in  alternate  bands  of  three 
shades  of  blue,  lighted  by  glass  wall  and 
ceiling  fixtures  of  rainbow  design.  Mohawk 
Scotia  Velvet  design  pattern  has  been  laid 
in  the  auditorium. 

Lumiline  lamps  will  be  used  in  the  foyer, 
which  has  the  general  treatment  continu- 
ous with  that  of  the  auditorium.  A large 
circular  mirror  and  two  small  displays  will 
be  used.  The  balcony  is  being  reseated. 
New  red  and  gold  drapes  and  a large  cur- 
tain are  being  placed  on  the  stage.  RCA 
sound  is  being  installed. 


Seek  Colonial  Furniture 
Used  in  "Allegheny" 

Pittsburgh — Allegheny  county  commis- 
sioners are  endeavoring  to  secure  the 
colonial  furniture  used  in  the  filming  of 
RKO’s  action  special  production,  “Alle- 
gheny Frontier.”  The  appeal  was  made  to 
George  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO,  by 
Commissioner  John  J.  Kane,  who  wishes 
the  furniture  for  permanent  exhibition  at 
South  Park.  The  sets  are  a duplicate  of 
authentic  colonial  furniture  of  the  1760  pe- 
riod. 

“Allegheny  Frontier,”  which  stars  John 
Wayne  and  Claire  Trevor,  and  which  has 
been  adapted  from  the  novel  “The  First 
Rebel,”  written  by  Neil  Swanson,  former 
local  newspaper  editor,  will  be  given  its 
world  premiere  here  in  October. 


Navari  Reopens  Penn 

Universal,  Pa. — New  Penn  Theatre,  Uni- 
versal, has  been  reopened  after  having 
been  dark  for  seven  weeks.  Sam  Navari, 
manager,  is  operating  each  night  except 
Thursday. 


J^EO  YASSENOFF,  genial  boss  of  the 
F&Y  Construction  Co.,  was  host  Thurs- 
day at  his  Buckeye  Lake  lodge  to  some  60 
men  in  the  local  theatrical  field,  including 
exhibitors,  film  distributors  and  news- 
papermen. Everyone  present  agreed  the 
stag  affair  lived  up  to  advance  bookings 
as  a “4  star”  outing. 

The  Cabana  Bar  of  the  Broad  Lincoln 
Hotel  is  now  featuring  free  motion  pic- 
tures as  a come-on.  And  the  thought  on 
free  shows  leads  us  to  hazard  a guess 
that  the  Ohio  State  Uriiversity  {using  cur- 
rent releases  once  a week)  isn’t  helping 
university  district  houses. 

“Pete”  Wood  is  vacationing  in  the  east 
. . . Leo  Kessler,  ace  showman  from  Lan- 
caster, is  now  one  of  the  “regulars”  at  the 
Variety  Club. 

Business  notes:  Ralph  Reisinger  has 
upped  admissions  at  his  Hollywood  Thea- 
tre to  15  cents  with  a satisfactory  net  re- 
sulting. Frank  Ferguson  inaugurated  a 
10-cent  “family  night”  at  his  Avondale, 
and  now  is  playing  to  capacity  crowds  on 
nights  that  were  the  poorest  of  the  week. 

Promotion  notes;  Many  of  the  scenes 
in  M-G-M’s  “They  All  Come  Out”  were 
shot  at  the  Chillicothe  federal  reforma- 
tory. One  subject  in  the  “March  of  Time” 
for  early  October  release  is  being  shot  in 
nearby  Licking  County.  Theme  is  a 
“back-to-the-farm”  movement. 

Television  competition  is  a step  nearer 
reality.  John  Otterson,  former  Paramount 
prexy,  has  incorporated  his  television-by- 
wire  company  in  Ohio.  Organization  plans 
to  distribute  entertainment  by  wire  to 
hotels,  restaurants  and  apartment  houses 
in  the  “near  future.” 

We  take  off  our  hat  to  the  Loew’s  pub- 
licity department  for  outstanding  promo- 
tion on  “Wizard  of  Oz.”  Promotion  top- 
ped M-G-M’s  splurge  on  the  new  season 
lineup.  One  phase  of  “Oz”  promotion  pro- 
duced many  red  faces.  Charlie  Warren, 
WCOL  inquiring  reporter  (under  the 
Ohio  marquee)  “borrowed”  the  “Oz”  gold 
bricks  as  a gag — without  telling  the  thea- 
tre. And  the  law  picked  him  up! 


Orphan  Is  111 

Detroit — Helen  Bereda,  local  orphan  en 
route  to  the  Paramount  studios  as  guest 
of  the  company,  underwent  an  emergency 
operation  here  for  appendicitis. 


DON'T  BE  A SQUEALER! 
Remember  we  warned  you  to 
Beware  of 

"A  GANGSTER  TALKS" 

A Real  Murder  Mystery  Feature 
—With— 

Noah  Beery,  J.  Carrol  Naish,  Gilbert 
Roland,  Carmel  Myers 

Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges/  Inc. 

Cleveland  - Indianapolis  - Cincinnati 


BOXOFFICE  ::  August  26,  1939 


85 


/as.  L.  McGuire  Added  to 
Associated  Sales  StaH 


Detroit — Recent  addition  to  the  staff 
of  Associated  Sales  Co.,  producers  of  com- 
mercial films  include  James  L.  McGuire, 
formerly  with  Ross  Federal  Service  and 
Wilding  Pictures  locally,  and  formerly 
with  Sound  Pictures,  Inc.,  Cleveland.  Mc- 
guire  has  been  made  editorial  contact  man 
for  Associated. 

Other  new  members  of  the  staff  are 
Walker  Graham,  editorial  staff  photog- 
rapher; Charles  Leary,  formerly  with 
Spohr  & Ahbe,  slide  film  producers,  Chi- 
cago: Kenneth  Addeley,  formerly  with  In- 
dustrial pictures,  staff  photographer,  and 
Robert  Upper,  formerly  with  Jam  Handy, 
unit  production  manager. 


A Temporary  Dual  Policy 
For  Detroit  Art  House 

Detroit — Tlie  Cinema  Theatre  will  be  re- 
ofiened  September  1,  using  a dual  bill 
policy,  as  tried  out  late  last  spring  briefly, 
with  successful  results.  Two  changes  a 
week  will  be  the  rule,  with  a foreign  and 
an  American  film  on  each  bill.  Some  re- 
vivals also  will  be  used,  until  new  foreign 
product  is  available  later  in  the  fall,  when 
a single  bill,  first-run  policy  is  planned. 

Ira  Kaplan,  who  ran  the  house  two  years 
ago,  has  returned  here  from  New  York 
City  and  again  is  partner  in  the  enter- 
prise with  Mac  Zipperman.  Morris  Zala, 
Zipperman's  partner  last  season,  has  re- 
mained in  New  York,  where  he  now  op- 
erates the  Ascot  Theatre. 


Notopoulos  to  Erect  New 
Theatre  at  Ebensburg 

Ebensburg,  Pa. — A new  theatre  will  be 
erected  here  for  A.  N.  Notopoulos,  Altoona 
exhibitor  and  partner  with  Paramount 
Publix  Theatres.  The  announcement  was 
from  the  office  of  the  Altoona  circuit 
executive. 

R.  Allison,  operator  of  the  Rivoli  Thea- 
tre Circuit,  who  has  operated  the  theatre 
at  Ebensburg  for  a number  of  years,  has 
acquired  a property  in  Altoona  for  the 
construction  of  a neighborhood  theatre. 
Allison’s  contemplated  invasion  into  the 
Notopoulos  area  was  made  known  only  last 
week  and  the  Altoona  circuit  executive 
lost  no  time  in  striking  back. 


Remodeling  at  Three  Oaks 
Requiring  More  Time 

Three  Oaks.  Mich. — Tliree  months  more 
is  the  time  alloted  by  Fi-ank  E.  Lee  for 
completion  of  remodeling  work  on  a new 
building  to  house  the  Lee  Theatre.  The  lo- 
cation is  three  doors  south  of  the  present 
Lee.  which  the  owner  has  been  operating 
without  interruption  for  the  past  28  years. 


Pythian  New  Name 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.  — K.  F.  Boothman, 
Mingo,  Ohio,  exhibitor,  who  has  acquired 
the  Temple  Theatre  here,  has  renamed 
the  house  the  Pythian.  It  will  cater  to 
colored  patronage. 
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(Continued  from  page  82) 
buying  films  for  his  Adams.  Mrs.  Perry 
has  been  in  'poor  health — and  Charlie 
doesn’t  like  New  York  City  on  a weekend 
. . . Variety  Club  is  reserving  a block  of 
seats  for  the  Louis-Pastor  fight  here  Sep- 
tember 21,  through  Barker  Lou  Gif f els. 

A1  Rupert  and  wife  of  the  Rupert,  re- 
turned from  a 16-week  trip  to  the  West 
Coast  and  Mexico  . . . Charles  A.  Garner, 
roadshow  distributor,  is  leaving  in  Sep- 
tember for  the  New  York  Fair  . . . Peter 
A.  Simon  jr.,  is  filling  up  the  Simon 
Studios  with  that  ten-foot  gas-driven 
model  airplane  he  has  made,  in  between 
shooting  pictures  . . . T.  G.  Kemper,  cen- 
tral district  manager  for  booking  of  films 
for  the  U.  S.  Army,  was  a visitor. 

Don  Widlund  of  Jam  Handy  is  off  for 
Chicago  . . . Sol  Krim  is  vacationing  in 
Arizona,  leaving  Brother  Mac  to  run  the 
theatres  here.  Sol  is  planning  to  buy  a 
ranch  there;  he’s  got  his  two  younger 
brothers — future  showmen — Harry  and 
Leonard  along. 

George  McArthur  of  McArthur  Thea- 
tres Supply  has  workd  out  a new 
schedule  for  close  timing — ask  him! 

. . . Saul  Korman,  owner  of  the  Grant  is 
off  for  a vacation  in  Canada,  leaving  Nick 
Forest  as  his  assistant  in  charge.  Forest, 
late  manager  of  the  Majestic,  has  suc- 
ceeded Paul  Foster. 

Bernard  Brooks,  owner  of  the  President, 
is  back  from  following  our  trail  through 
the  Ozarks  . . . W . J . Turnbull’s  National 
Theatre  Supply  window  looked  deserted 
with  all  those  Variety  golf  prizes  evacuated. 

Cy  Pettit,  of  Cinema  Service,  back  from 
vacation  . . . Harriet  Hacker  of  RKO,  just 
married  to  Robert  Parks,  is  back  from  her 
honeymoon  up  north. 

Lloyd  Hammond’s  castor  bean  plants 
are  coming  up  again  . . . Barney  Kilbride 
is  reseating  the  Alhambra  Theatre  . . . 
Helen  Brown,  secretary  of  Metro  Premium 
office,  is  wearing  a new  pencil  to  go  with 
those  big  brown  eyes. 

Frank  Howard,  Co-Operative  booker, 
who  has  been  at  Saranac  Lake  for  14 
months,  was  to  arrive  home  this  week,  fol- 
lowing a successful  operation,  and  will 
soon  be  back  on  duty.  Lou  Emery,  man- 
ager of  the  RKO  Uptown,  and  Don  Wid- 
lund, of  Jam  Handy  Picture  Service,  were 
visitors  to  Howard  recently  at  Saranac. 

Don  Widlujid  has  returned  from  Boston, 
where  he  recently  lost  his  father,  William 
E.  Widlund,  63  . . . Burns  Warden,  ad  sales 
manager  for  RKO,  is  resigning — plans  to 
leave  the  film  business. 

Jack  Krass  is  thinking  of  redecorating 
the  Coliseum  next  month  . . . Lloyd  Ham- 
mond spent  the  weekend  in  bed  . . . Helen 
Plachta  says  everybody  should  wear  tags 
to  identify  themselves. 

Al  Weitschat  of  the  News;  James  Pooler 
of  the  Free  Press,  and  Jane  Schermerhorn 
of  the  Times,  Detroit’s  film  critics,  went  to 
Scranton,  Pa.,  for  preview  of  “The  Under- 
Pup’’  . . . Jane  Schermerhorn,  by  the  by, 
is  pinch-hitting  for  Charlie  Gentry. 


HOTEL 


flUDITORIUm 


EAST  SIXTH  AND  ST.  CLAIR  AVENUE 

Opposite  the  new  Civic  Auditorium, 
and  convenient  to  all  important  social, 
recreational,  and  business  activities. 
Three  excellent  restaurants.  Visit  the 
unique  Alpine  Tavern. 

300  ROOMS 

WITH  TUB  & SHOWER  BATH  *2.  ^3 

H.  F.  MOORE,  Mgr 
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Kent  Defines  Producer  Entry 
In  Exhibition  'Protective  ” 


Boston — Paramount’s  “primary  object” 
in  acquiring  theatres  “wa-s  to  protect”  its 
“market,  afterward  to  enlarge  it,  because 
the  major  part  of  our  profits  have  always 
been  in  the  film  end  of  the  business,”  Sid- 
ney R.  Kent,  20th  Century-Fox  president 
and  former  Paramount  vice-president, 
told  George  S.  Ryan,  plaintiffs’  attorney  in 
the  $2,100,000  Morse  and  Rothenberg  anti- 
trust suit,  in  a deposition  filed  in  the  case. 

“Has  there,  to  your  knowledge,  been  any 
step  taken  with  a view  to  restricting  mo- 
tion picture  competition?”  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen,  defense  attorney,  asked  Kent  in 
cross  examination. 

“No,  sir,”  Kent  said.  “Not  that  I know 
of.” 

“Has  there  been  any  step  taken  that  you 
know  of  working  to  the  getting  of  a mon- 
opoly of  either  production,  distribution,  or 
exhibition?” 

“Absolutely  none.” 

Kent  was  led  up  to  the  discussion  when 
McClennen  requested  that  he  “briefly 
state  the  development  of  the  moving  pic- 
ture production  and  distribution  . . . The 
situation  from  the  beginning.” 

Ryan  entered  an  objection  that  any- 
thing before  1917,  when  Kent  said  he  had 
entered  the  industry,  should  be  excluded, 
“on  the  ground  that  it  is  hearsay,  not  of  the 
witness’s  own  knowledge.” 

“In  the  early  days,  production  was  very 
crude,”  Kent  started,  “and  pictures  v/ere 
of  one-  and  two-reel  length  only,  and 
were  exhibited  first  in  what  we  called 
store  shows,  which  were  improvised  thea- 
tres, not  built  for  that  specific  purpose,  but 
any  kind  of  a building  taken  and  a few 
seats  put  in  and  pictures  were  run  in 
there.  We  had  it  also  in  the  form  of 
scenic  shows,  or  old  railway  cars  were  used, 
to  give  you  the  illusion  that  you  were 
traveling  on  the  railroad,  as  you  saw  the 
picture  on  the  screen.  The  industry  made 
some  progress  along  these  crude  lines  up 
until  1914  or  1915,  the  business  at  that 
time  being  pretty  much  in  the  control  of 
the  General  Film  Corp.,  which  had  virtu- 
ally a monopoly  on  all  the  product  that 
was  made  of  any  consequence.  The  Gen- 
eral Film  Co.  also  licensed,  through  patents 
which  it  claimed  to  own,  the  running  of 
these  pictures  on  machines  which  they 
controlled,  and  you  could  only  exhibit  or 
project  on  these  machines  pictures  which 
were  sold  to  you  by  them,  and  it  was  very 
difficult  to  operate  unless  you  had  a li- 
cense from  the  General  Film  Corp.  That 
corporation  was  attacked  by  other  in- 
terests who  sought  to  break  into  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry,  and  the  government 
finally  decreed  it  to  be  a trust  and  ordered 
its  dissolution.  That  was  about  1916,  I 
believe.” 

“When  did  the  idea  come  in  of  the  fea- 
ture films,  or  longer  pictures?”  asked  Mc- 
Clennen. 

“The  first  feature  film  of  which  I have 
any  recollection  was  one  called  ‘Queen 
Elizabeth,’  which  was  brought  over  to  this 
country  by  Mr.  Zukor  in  1912.  He  tried  to 


get  a license  for  distribution  and  showing 
through  the  General  Film  Corp.,  and  was 
refused.  He  then,  through  state  right 
organizations,  marketed  his  own  picture 
as  best  he  could.” 

State  Rights 

“And  by  state  right  organization,  you 
mean  just  what?” 

“I  mean  that  a local  party  or  corpora- 
tion, operating  in  a territory  like  Boston, 
would  have  the  rights  for  that  particular 
territory,  and  that,  instead  of  a system  of 
exchanges  owned  by  one  company,  or 
operator,  that  there  were  perhaps  25  or  30 
of  these  spread  throughout  the  principal 
centers  of  the  country,  and  such  state  right 
organizations  did  that  job,  each  one  buy- 
ing the  right  for  the  territory  in  which  it 
operated.” 

“At  the  time  when  the  present  corpora- 
tion, then  Famous  Players  Lasky,  was 
organized,  what  was  the  state  of  the  in- 
dustry with  respect  to  production,  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition?” 

Mr.  Ryan  again  interrupted,  stating  his 
objection  to  be  the  same  as  above,  “that 
it  is  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  wit- 
ness, and  it  seems  to  be  merely  hearsay.” 

“In  view  of  that  objection,  I will  ask 
you  preliminarily:  Did  you  know  anything 
more  than  the  ordinary  man  about  the 
country,  about  this  industry  in  1916?”  re- 
quested McClennen. 

“Not  in  1916.  I came  in  in  January, 
1917,”  replied  Kent. 

“Move  along  to  that  time,  then,  to 
avoid  all  objections,  and  tell  me  what  was 
the  state  of  the  industry  in  the  three  de- 
partments then?” 

“In  1917,  the  majority  of  the  theatres 
were  owned  by  independent  exhibitors. 
Production  in  1917  was  in  the  hands  of 
some  of  the  major  companies  now  operat- 
ing and  other  producers  that  have  since 
gone  out  of  business.  Some  of  the  national 
producers  had  exchange  systems  of  their 
own,  but  some  of  the  others  were  still  at 
that  time,  operating  through  state  right 
organizations.” 

“In  a general  way,  how  many  theatres, 
approximately,  were  engaged  in  exhibiting 
motion  picture  features  at  that  time  in  the 
United  States?” 

“Well,  as  nearly  as  I could  estimate  it 
in  1917,  I would  say  there  were  around 
12,000  to  14,000. 

“Were  there  any  owners  or  operators  of 


Labor  Board  Studies 
Ushers'  Demands 

Boston — The  labor  board  meeting 
Monday  and  Tuesday  with  M&P  Thea- 
tres and  lATSE  representatives  took 
under  advisement  the  demand  of  ush- 
ers for  recognition  by  the  circuit.  The 
walkout  continued  this  week  at  11 
M&P  theatres  in  Greater  Boston. 


Hailed  in  New  England — 

Mayor  Murphy  of  New  Haven,  Mickey 
Rooney  and  Judy  Garland  at  the  Hotel 
Taft  where  the  mayor  officially  greet- 
ed the  stars  at  a reception  in  their 
honor  in  which  all  Poli-New  England 
towns  joined.  The  reception  was  oe- 
casioned  by  the  personal  appearances 
of  the  stars  at  New  Haven,  Hartford 
and  Bridgeport. 


theatres  that  were  also  distributors  of  pic- 
tures?” 

“I  believe  the  First  National  was  formed 
about  1917  or  1918,  I would  not  be  sure. 
It  might  have  been  1917.” 

“And  what  was  the  First  National?” 

“The  First  National  Exhibitors  were  a 
group  of  prominent  exhibitors  in  one  each 
of  the  principal  cities  of  the  country,  who 
banded  together  in  a cooperative  organiza- 
tion known  as  First  National  Pictures  In- 
corporated, each  one  of  them  owning  the 
territory  in  which  he  operated,  and  each 
one  of  them  in  turn  selling  exhibiting 
franchises  to  other  independent  exhibitors 
within  that  territory.  Then  going  into  the 
distribution  of  motion  pictures  by  means 
of  contracts  that  they  made  with  either 
independent  producers  or  independent 
stars,  and  then  later  on  building  their  own 
studios  and  going  into  the  production  on 
the  same  scale  practically  as  any  other  na- 
tion wide  producer.” 

How  They  Came 

“The  First  National  at  its  inception  was 
or  was  not  a producer?” 

“It  was  a producer  only  in  this  sense, 
that  it  was  producing  by  means  of  con- 
tracts with  other  people,  rather  than  ac- 
tually making  the  pictures  itself,  in  its 
own  studio,  under  its  own  management, 
but  in  every  other  sense  was  a producer.” 

“At  this  period,  1917  or  1918,  or  there- 
abouts, how  many  pictures  was  the  First 
National  producing  in  the  sense  you  have 
just  described? 

“Well,  I cannot  recall  how  many  they 
put  out  the  first  year.  I would  say  that 
they  ran  from  30  or  35  up,  to  as  high  as 
50  or  55  later  on.” 

“And  that  production  of  35  to  55  was 
either  by  contract  or  direct  operation  the 
product  of  an  organization  which  was  es- 
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sentially  an  organization  of  theatre  own- 
ers?” pressed  McClennen. 

“Yes,  sir,”  stated  Kent. 

“What  other  producers  were  there  at 
this  time?” 

“1917  and  1918  you  refer  to?” 

“Yes.” 

“There  was  the  Famous  Players  Lasky 
Corp.,  the  General  Film,  I think,  went  out 
of  business  in  1918,  but  they  were  still  in 
process  of  liquidation.  There  was  the  Fox 
Film  Corp.;  there  was  Universal;  there 
was  First  National;  there  was  Warner 
Bros.  I believe  Selznick  Select  came  in 
about  that  time,  although,  I may  be  a year 
or  two  early.  There  was  the  World  Film, 
and  I believe  the  United  Artists  was  formed 
in  either  1918  or  1919,  about  that  period. 
And  Associated  Producers  Co.,  organized 
by  contractors,  came  in  about  that  period, 
— no,  that  was  in  about  1920,  I think.” 

“Was  the  First  National  the  preferred 
source  for  its  component  theatres  as  a 
source  of  supply?”  questioned  McClennen. 

“Yes,  sir.  It  was  the  general  case  that 
the  First  National  original  franchise  hold- 
ers combined  controlled  a large  part  of  the 
best  first-run  theatres  in  the  United 
States.” 

“At  that  time  was  there  any  other  thea- 
tre owned  producer,  or  producer  owned 
theatres  than  the  First  National?” 

“Not  on  any  large  scale.” 

“These  other  companies  that  you  just 
mentioned  were  all  primarily  producers?” 
“Producers  and  distributors.” 

“Did  they  at  that  time,  any  of  them,  dis- 
tribute beyond  their  own  production?” 

“Yes,  a few  of  them  had  contracts  with 
outside  producers;  just  how  many  I cannot 
say,  but  nearly  everybody  handled  a few 
pictures  not  made  by  themselves.” 

“Was  there  any  common  distributing 
organization  for  these  distributors  outside 
of  the  First  National  group?” 

“I  don’t  just  understand  your  question, 
Mr.  McClennen,”  said  Sidney  R.  Kent. 

No  Unified  Distribution 

“Was  there  any  distributing  organiza- 
tion, which  was  a common  distributing 
organization,  for  Famous  Players  Lasky, 
United  Artists,  if  it  had  been  formed,  Fox, 
and  other  producers  of  the  day  that  you 
have  already  mentioned?” 

“No,  sir.  Paramount  distributed  its 
own.  United  Artists  its  own,  and  they  were 
made  up  of  a number  of  stars  and  indi- 
vidual producers.  First  National  dis- 
tributed its  own,  either  directly  or  by  con- 
tract. The  others,  I believe,  pretty  much 
handled  their  own  production — Fox,  Uni- 
versal, although  some  of  them  distributed 
a few  pictures  other  than  their  own.” 

“What  was  the  distributing  organization 
of  Famous  Players  Lasky?” 

"It  was  at  that  time  called  the  Para- 
mount.” 

“Was  that  a corporation,  separate 
corporation?” 

“Yes,  sir.  The  Paramount  was  first 
organized  as  a separate  corporation,  made 
up  of  a number  of  individuals  who  dis- 
tributed, each  within  his  own  territory, 
the  product  of  Famous  Players,  Bosworth, 
Lasky  and  Morrosco  photoplays.” 

“With  these  other  producers  distribut- 


Lubec  Theatre  Fire  Does 
Severe  Damage  to  House 

Portland — The  explosion  of  a film  in 
the  projection  room  of  the  Eagle  Thea- 
tre at  Lubec,  started  a fire  which  burned 
off  the  greater  part  of  the  roof  of  the 
three-story  building  housing  the  theatre, 
badly  damaged  the  upper  part,  and  for  a 
time  threatened  to  become  disastrous  to 
adjoining  buildings. 

Approximately  150  persons  within  the 
theatre  when  the  fire  broke  out,  escaped 
without  injury.  Their  exit  was  orderly. 
Only  those  in  the  balcony  experienced  dif- 
ficulty in  groping  their  way  to  the  open 
after  the  lights  went  out  and  flames  burst 
from  the  projection  room. 

The  projectionist,  a Mr.  Greenleaf,  re- 
cently of  Calais,  suffered  slight  burns  to 
his  hands  and  the  top  of  his  head  when 
his  clothing  caught  on  fire  and  he  rushed 
from  the  room.  The  flames  were  ex- 
tinguished immediately. 

Two  firemen  were  partially  overcome  by 
smoke  while  fighting  the  fire. 

No  estimate  of  the  damage  could  be 
obtained. 


ing  their  own  pictures  and  these  theatre 
owners,  through  the  First  National,  dis- 
tributing their  pictures  preferentially  to 
themselves,  was  there  present  any  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  an  outlet  for  the  Famous 
Players  Lasky  Product?” 

“Yes,  sir;  there  was.  At  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  First  National,  at  the 
time  they  went  into  production  of  motion 
pictures,  there  was  quite  a general  fight 
took  place  in  the  industry,  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  great  concern  to  Paramount  es- 
pecially, and  to  all  other  companies,  who 
were  producing,  and  an  issue  was  made  of 
it,  and  Mr.  Zukor  informed  the  First  Na- 
tional that  if  they  were  going  to  invade 
the  field  of  production,  that,  in  order  to 
protect  himself,  he  would  have  to  invade 
the  theatre  field,  because  he  could  not 
take  the  chance,  based  on  the  number  of 
high  cla.ss  theatres  they  controlled,  of 
over  night  being  put  into  a position  where 
he  did  not  have  an  adequate  market  for 
his  product.” 

Ryan  herein  objected  on  the  same 
grounds  and  “what  appears  to  be  rather  a 
hearsay  recital,  of  what  the  president  of 
the  then  corporation  did,  without  any- 
thing to  show  that  it  was  in  the  presence 
of  the  witness.” 

Involved  in  Buying 

“In  view  of  the  objection,  and  against 
the  possibility  that  it  is  soimd  for  the  rea- 
son stated,  I want  to  ask  you  some  more 
questions  about  the  same  subject  matter,” 
continued  McClennen. 

“Were  you  a party  to  the  considerations 
of  the  matter  of  procuring  of  theatres  by 
or  for  Paramount?” 

“Yes,  sir.  I was  more  or  less  mixed  up 
in  that  from  the  beginning  of  January, 
1918,  on,  and  took  part  in  a number  of 
the  meetings  held  between  ourselves  and 
the  First  National  people,  when  the  whole 
subject  matter  of  our  place  in  the  indus- 
try was  discussed.” 

“What  were  the  considerations  stated 
in  your  conferences  and  stated  in  your 


Union  Negotiations  Delay 
Stalls  Hub  Stage  Shows 

Boston — Delay  in  culminating  union 
negotiations  has  prevented  RKO  from  de- 
termining a definite  date  for  the  return  of 
stage  shows  to  the  RKO  Boston.  Three- 
day  weekends  with  flesh  are  tentatively 
scheduled  to  get  going  in  the  de  luxe 
house  sometime  next  month.  The  policy 
proved  to  be  profitable  last  year. 

This  season  single  features,  instead  of 
double  features,  will  be  spotted  with  the 
flesh  by  City  Manager  Ben  Domingo,  to 
assure  a better  turnover. 

DiMaura.  Guarino  Sign 
With  UnaHiliated  Union 

Boston — Thomas  DiMaura  and  James 
Guarino  have  signed  a contract  for  pro- 
jectionists with  the  Knights  of  Labor,  an 
unaffiliated  union,  for  the  Drive-In  in 
Shrewsbury.  The  action  doesn’t  ease  a 
situation  precipitated  by  failure  of  the 
Drive-In  Theatre  Corp.  and  the  AFL  to 
agree  on  a contract  for  operators  at  the 
ozoners  in  Weymouth,  Saugus,  and  Shrews- 
bury. 


presence  for  Paramount  getting  theatres?” 

“Our  getting  theatres  was  a matter,  in 
the  beginning  of  protection  of  our  market, 
which  market  we  openly  stated  was 
threatened,  because  of  the  invasion  of  the 
producing  end  of  the  business  by  First 
National,  and  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
certain  theatres,  such  as  the  Strand  Thea- 
tre in  New  York  that  at  one  time  was  our 
customer,  had  notified  us  that  we  would 
have  to  seek  an  outlet  somewhere  else,  be- 
cause they  were  then  going  to  run  from 
that  time  on.  First  National  pictures,  and 
we  then  proceeded  to  protect  ourselves  in 
the  key  centers  of  the  country  as  rapidly 
as  possible.” 

Acquired  for  "Protection" 

“At  the  outset  did  you  arrive  at  any 
conclusion  as  to  the  extent  to  which  you 
would  aim  to  go  in  getting  theatres?” 

“We  did  not  know  in  the  beginning  how 
far  we  would  have  to  go,  but  we  did  begin 
to  get  ourselves  in  shape  financially  so  we 
could  go  as  far  as  necessary,  in  case  the 
situation  demanded  it.” 

“Was  there  any  discussion  of  the  ac- 
quisition of  theatres  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  other  theatres  out  of  business?” 

“No,  sir;  there  was  not.” 

“Was  there  any  discussion  of  the  acqui- 
sition of  theatres  primarily  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  money  as  theatre  opera- 
tors?” 

“No,  sir.  In  the  first  instance  it  was  a 
matter  of  protection,  and  the  matter  sort 
of  logically  developed  from  that  point  on, 
when  all  the  distributors,  or  three  or  four 
of  the  other  distributors,  as  well  as  our- 
selves, then  started  seriously  getting  into 
the  exhibition  end  of  the  industry.” 

“Was  your  primary  object  to  enlarge 
the  distribution  of  motion  pictures?”  ques- 
tioned McClennen. 

“Our  primary  object  was  to  protect  our 
market,  afterwards  to  enlarge  it,  because 
the  major  part  of  our  profits  have  always 
been  in  the  film  end  of  our  business,” 
answered  Kent. 
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gAM  SELETSKY  is  the  latest  of  Boston’s 
gifts  to  the  New  Haven  exchange  ter- 
ritory, having  been  recently  appointed  Re- 
public Pictures  exchange  manager  here  by 
Herman  Rifkin,  Boston  franchise  holder. 
He  comes  to  his  post  with  a sound  busi- 
ness background,  as  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts bar,  and  as  picture  salesman  for 
a decade  or  more  in  various  parts  of  New 
England,  where  he  has  dealt  with  many 
types  of  exhibitors  under  varied  conditions. 
Moreover,  he  comes  with  a record  of  being 
respected  and  hked  in  the  Boston  terri- 
tory, and  is  himself  prepared  to  know  and 
like  the  genus  Nutmeg. 

Seletsky  was  born  in  Boston  some  37 
years  ago,  attended  grammar  school  and 
the  English  High  there,  and  went  on  to 
Suffolk  Law  School.  Although  he  has  been 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  has  never  prac- 
ticed, easily  preferring  that  fascinating 
game,  the  film  business.  In  fact,  the  at- 
traction must  have  amounted  to  a family 
trait,  since  Sam’s  brothers,  Phil  and  E>an 
have  both  foimd  berths  in  the  film  world 
as  well.  Phil  is  known  to  many  in  these 
parts  as  M&P  Theatres  chief  buyer;  while 
Dan  is  booker  for  the  same  outfit.  Sam’s 
first  job  in  the  field  was  as  salesman  for 
American  Film  Co.’s  Boston  office  under 
Harry  Asher,  in  1929.  He  stayed  on  for 
three  years,  then  sold  for  Harry  Segal  of 
First  Division,  handling  the  Massachusetts 
territory.  In  1935  Seletsky  took  his  first 
position  with  Republic  Pictures  in  Boston, 
first  selling  the  Maine  district,  then  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  and  later  Rhode 
Island  and  western  and  southern  Massa- 

Solomon  Equity  Suit 
Goes  Into  Recess 

Boston — A recess  has  been  taken  in  the 
George  Solomon  equity  suit  brought  in 
Suffolk  superior  court  against  Daniel  Gris- 
haver,  Selma  Yonkers,  Jacob  Yonkers, 
and  Benjamin  Rudnick.  George  S.  Ryan, 
attorney  for  Solomon,  asked  for  the  post- 
ponement so  that  he  might  take  deposi- 
tions in  three  pending  anti-trust  suits. 

Solomon  has  charged  fraud  and  alleged 
that  a conspiracy  to  oust  him  from  the 
Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co.  is  in  exist- 
ence. A major  point  in  the  litigation  was 
decided  earlier  this  year  when,  in  a mo- 
tion session  before  Judge  Abraham  Pinan- 
ski,  the  defendants  declared  that  the 
Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co.  owned  the 
stock  of  the  L&L  Amusement  Co.,  operators 
of  the  Thompson  Square  Theatre. 

Ryan,  at  that  time,  alleged  to  the  court 
that  the  Thompson  Square  Theatre  lease 
then  cited  had  been  recorded  two  days 
after  he  had  brought  the  bill  in  equity  for 
Solomon.  Judge  Pinanski,  in  view  of  the 
turn,  declined  to  issue  a temporary  re- 
straining order  to  prevent  diversion  of 


— . SAM  SELETSKY 

chusetts.  Somewhere  in  this  period,  Sam 
became  a benedict  and  now  boasts  of  his 
family  of  three  children,  a girl  of  nine  and 
twins,  a boy  and  girl, 'of  four,  all  of  whose 
favorite  star  is  Gene  Autry, 

In  all  these  years,  Seletsky  tells  us, 
he  has  never  had  any  regrets  on  relin- 
quishing law,  and  has  found  the  business 
thoroughly  interesting  and  enjoyable.  He 
anticipates  that  work  in  the  compact  Con- 
necticut territory  can  have  many  favor- 
able aspects  and  be  more  efficient  and 
productive.  He  is  prepared  for  any  new 
conditions,  having  signed  contracts  in 
Maine  potato  patches,  on  a road  truck  with 
an  exhibitor  who  was  also  the  road  com- 
missioner, in  towns  near  the  Canadian 
border  where  95  per  cent  of  the  patrons 
were  French  and  did  not  understand  the 
dialogue  on  the  screen;  in  Maine  winters 
when  the  thermometer  registered  40  and  50 
below  zero,  and  under  all  sorts  of  circum- 
stances. The  new  manager  is  amazed  at 
the  theatre-building  activity  in  small 
towns  in  Connecticut,  finding  it  surpasses 
that  in  Massachusetts. 

When  he  isn’t  selling  pictures,  Seletsky 
is  taking  them.  He  admits  to  being  a cam- 
era enthusiast,  and  probably  has  hundreds 
of  shots  of  the  twins,  which,  strangely 
enough,  he  doesn’t  pull  out  on  the  slight- 
est provocation  as  every  good  camera  en- 
thusiast should.  In  fact,  neither  did  Se- 
letsky tell  us  right  off  how  superior  Bos- 
ton is.  Which  leads  us  to  believe  this 
Manager  Seletsky  bears  welcoming  and 
watching. 


first-run  pictures  from  the  Hollywood  The- 
atre to  the  Thompson  Square  Theatre. 

Solomon,  a member  of  the  Boston  Friars 
Club,  owns  94  shares  of  stock  in  the 
Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co.  which  was 
incorporated  in  1916  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  200  shares  of  common  stock. 
Isaac  Grishaver,  who  died  after  the  suit 
had  been  brought;  his  daughter,  Selma 
Yonkers;  and  his  son-in-law,  Jacob  Yon- 
kers, controlled  the  remaining  stock. 

Solomon,  well  known  Charlestown  the- 
atreman,  alleges  that  on  or  about  April, 
1937,  the  aforementioned  defendants,  to- 
gether with  Daniel  Grishaver  and  Ben- 
jamin Rudnick  “entered  into  a combina- 
tion and  conspiracy  to  destroy  the  busi- 
ness, property,  and  goodwill  of  the  theatre 
company  and  to  secure  the  said  business, 
assets  and  property  of  the  theatre  com- 
pany for  their  own  profit.’’ 

The  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.,  is  averred  to 
have  “become  a party’’  to  the  alleged  ac- 
tion on  or  about  June  13,  1938. 

Benjamin  Rudnick,  brother-in-law  of 
Daniel  Grishaver,  who  in  turn  is  Isaac 
Grishaver’s  brother,  is  said  to  have  loaned 
Solomon  and  Isaac  Grishaver  $33,000  in 
1934,  the  pair  using  the  money  to  operate 
the  Thompson  Square  Theatre  in  Charles- 
town. 

Solomon,  according  to  the  complaint. 


“had  a wide  experience  in  the  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures.  The  defendant,  Isaac 
Grishaver,  was  without  experience  in  this 
business  . . . The  plaintiff,  Solomon,  was 
placed  in  charge  and  in  control  of  the 
operation  of  said  theatre,” 

The  Thompson  Square  Theatre  pros- 
pered and  the  sum  of  $33,000  was  repaid, 
with  interest  at  12  per  cent  from  profits. 

The  Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co.’s 
lease  of  the  Thompson  Square  Theatre  ran 
out  in  1938.  In  the  meantime,  the  con- 
cern leased  the  Hollywood  in  Charlestown. 
When  Loew  and  Lasky  interests  took  over 
the  Thompson  Square  last  year,  Solomon 
and  his  associates  moved  to  the  Hollywood. 

“Solomon  continued  to  be  in  charge  and 
in  control  of  operations  of  the  Holly- 
wood.” 

Resignation  Demanded 

“After  July,  1938,  the  plaintiff,  Solo- 
mon, was  still  president  of  the  theatre 
company  and  in  charge  of  and  in  control 
of  the  corporation  business  at  the  Holly- 
wood Theatre.  At  this  time,  said  Gris- 
haver was  in  charge,  and  control  of  the 
Thompson  Square  Theatre  which  had  been 
reopened  by  the  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.” 

Jacob  Yonkers,  it  is  alleged,  informed 
Solomon  soon  afterwards  that  there  would 
be  a stockholders’  meeting  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers.  Solomon’s  resignation  was 
demanded  and  he  was  forced  to  resign  as 
president,  it  is  charged. 

Pursuance  of  the  alleged  combination 
and  conspiracy  is  claimed  to  have  been 
carried  on  by  building  business  at  the 
Thompson  Square  and  destroying  it  at  the 
Hollywood.  First-run  features  contracted 
for  by  Solomon  for  the  Hollywood  Thea- 
tre have  been  diverted,  it  is  alleged,  to  the 
Thompson  Square  and  subsequent  runs 
put  into  the  Hollywood. 

The  result  of  these  actions,  the  com- 
plaint avers,  “has  been  a very  large  de- 
crease in  receipts  and  loss  in  assets  so 
that  the  theatre  company  is  faced  with 
ruin  and  will  be  compelled  to  go  out  of 
business. 

Asks  Enjoinder 

George  S.  Ryan,  in  behalf  of  George 
Solomon,  has  requested  Suffolk  superior 
court: 

“That  the  respondent  officers  of  the 
Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co.  be  enjoined 
from  acting  as  officers  of  said  corpora- 
tion. 

“That  the  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.,  its  of- 
ficers, attorneys,  agents  and  employes  be 
enjoined  from  exhibiting  first-run  pictures 
which  may  be  delivered  to  it  on  the  order 
of  any  of  the  individual  respondents  pur- 
porting to  act  as  the  officers  or  agents  of 
the  Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co. 

“That  a receiver  be  appointed  to  take 
possession  and  control  of  the  records,  as- 
sets, and  business  of  said  Thompson  Square 
Theatre  Co.,  subject  to  further  order  of 
the  court. 

“That  the  defendant,  Selma  Yonkers, 
be  ordered  to  convey  the  premises  known  as 
the  Hollywood  Theatre  to  the  Thompson 
Square  Theatre  Co. 

“That  an  account  be  taken  of  all  the 
damages  to  the  Thompson  Square  Theatre 
Co.,  its  business,  property,  and  goodwill 
and  that  the  individual  respondents  and 
the  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.,  be  ordered  to  pay 
such  damages  to  the  Thompson  Square 
Theatre  Co.” 
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Take  Depositions  for 
LePage  and  Millett 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  the  anti-trust 
lawyer,  has  been  taking  depositions  this 
week  and  last  for  use  in  the  respective 
$100,000  anti-trust  suits  he  has  filed  in  the 
U.  S.  district  courts  of  Maine  and  Ver- 
mont in  behalf  of  Frank  LePage  of  Milli- 
nocket,  C.  F.  Millett  of  Bridgton,  and 
Kenneth  Gorham  of  Middlebury. 

Ryan  conducted  the  procedures  in  the 
Federal  Building  in  Boston  under  the  au- 
thorization of  the  two  federal  courts,  is- 
sued in  the  face  of  objections  by  the 
defendant  major  distributors  and  the 
Graphic  Tlieatre  circuit.  Thomas  Bailey, 
20th-Fox  district  manager,  and  Norman 
Ayres.  Warner  exchange  manager,  were 
on  the  stand  last  week.  William  Erbb, 
Paramount  district  manager,  came  on  this 
week. 


Resistance  to  Collection 
For  Ascap  Is  Punished 

Boston — It  doesn’t  pay  to  fool  with 
Ascap  and  Gene  Buck. 

Two  United  States  deputies  were  beaten 
July  19  when  they  attempted  to  serve  a 
civil  writ  for  $808  at  the  Little  Dixie, 
Negro  night  club,  as  the  climax  of  Ascap 
legalities. 

Walter  Hyatt,  head  waiter,  and  Daniel 
Gallian,  cashier,  were  subsequently  ar- 
rested on  charges  of  assault  and  are  be- 
ing held  in  heavy  bail  while  charges 
against  them  pend  before  the  United 
States  commissioner.  Two  keepers,  Wil- 
liam Glennon  and  William  Sweeney,  have 
been  placed  in  charge  of  the  receipts  by 
U.  S.  deputy  marshal.  They  will  remain 
in  charge  until  they  collect  the  $808. 


Levy  Draws  Prison  Term 
In  Waterbury  Suit 

Waterbury,  Conn. — Edward  Levy,  secre- 
tary of  the  MPTO  of  Connecticut  and  gen- 
eral counsel  of  MPTOA,  was  sentenced  to 
one  year  in  the  state  prison  in  the  Water- 
bury city  conspiracy  trial  involving  18 
others,  including  high  city  officials.  All 
those  convicted  have  served  notice  of  in- 
tention to  appeal. 


Partners  Plan  Third 

Boston  — Henry  Steinberg  and  Arthur 
Blanchard,  operators  of  the  Drive-In 
Theatre  in  Sturbridge,  are  planning  a new 
motion  picture  theatre  in  the  new  housing 
section  of  South  Boston.  The  pair  now 
are  completing  a film  house  in  the  Green- 
dale  section  of  suburban  Worcester. 


Unaware  of  Fire 

Boston — A fire  in  the  National  Theatre, 
failed  to  trouble  an  audience  of  400  at  the 
E.  M.  Loew  house.  George  Doyle  of  the 
theatre  staff  closed  off  the  blaze,  which 
was  in  the  boiler  room. 


■y^HATEVER  the  business  at  the  boxof- 

fice,  activity  in  acquiring  and  building 
theatres  in  the  New  Haven  territory  be- 
speaks optimism.  Latest  is  the  acquisition 
by  Fairmont  Amusement  Co.,  an  A1  Pickus 
Corp.,  of  the  496-seat  Annex  Theatre,  built 
a decade  ago  and  operated  by  DiFrancesco. 
Pickus,  operator  of  the  Stratford  Theatre 
as  well,  closed  the  house  this  week  to  in- 
stall new  seats,  reducing  capacity  to  403, 
new  equipment,  and  generally  redecorate 
the  interior  and  exterior  along  modern 
lines.  The  house  will  reopen  September  10 
as  the  Fairmont,  with  a single  feature 
policy. 

FisJniian  Theatres  reopened  the  Lyric, 
one  of  the  three  closed  by  this  circuit  last 
June.  No  decision  has  been  reached  on 
the  Apollo  and  Winchester  yet. 

Local  B-41  of  AFL  exchange  employes 
installed  the  recently  elected  officers  for 
the  coming  year  at  a meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Garde  Monday  evening.  Jack  Mullen  of 
Warner  Bros,  is  president:  Katherine  Fitz- 
gerald, Republic,  business  agent;  Jerry 
Massimino,  Warners,  vice-president;  James 
Mahan,  Paramount,  secretary,  and  William 
Nutile,  Paramount,  treasurer. 

The  big  noise  at  the  Warner  Theatre 
office  these  days  is  the  remodeling  of  the 
complete  second  floor  of  70  College  into 
the  modern  private  offices  and  one  large 
office.  The  kind  of  work  the  zone  office 
has  been  doing  requires  plenty  of  elbow 
room,  it  was  decided.  New  Haven,  which 
led  for  the  first  three  quarters,  was  second 
in  the  national  drive  with  only  a week  to 
go  to  finish  the  year. 

Bingo  is  still  in  the  limelight  about  the 
state,  although  the  summer  is  waning  . . . 
New  Haven  has  said  OK  for  civil,  fra- 
ternal and  religious  organizations,  but  the 
corporation  counsel  is  being  asked  if  po- 
litical clubs  may  also  play,  to  raise  funds 
for  fall  election  ...  In  West  Haven,  a 
similar  game,  “fascination”  has  been  given 
at  least  one  month’s  further  lease  on  life 
by  a judge  of  the  common  pleas  court, 
unless  the  town’s  efforts  to  fight  the  game 
win  out  in  the  higher  superior  court  this 
week  . . . Ansonia  has  taken  no  action, 
with  the  September  1 deadline  drawing 
near  . . . Bridgeport  has  passed  Bingo, 
bars  minors  under  12,  and  rules  12  to  16- 
year-olds  must  be  accompanied  by  parents. 

Visitors  along  Filmrow:  Ben  Goldman, 
Warner  home  office  representative,  had  to 
leave  cool  Cayiada  to  arrive  at  the  New 
Haven  office  at  the  crest  of  the  heat  wave 
. . . Emmett  Cashmann  of  the  RKO  home 
office  flew  in  to  these  parts  from  Okla- 
homa . . . Adolph  Edman,  in  from  Na- 
tional Screen  headquarters,  is  making  a 
survey  of  the  Connecticut  territory  . . . Al 
Pickus  was  the  proud  escort  of  his  hand- 
some young  daughter  on  the  street  this 
week  . . . George  LeWitt  jr.  is  visiting  the 
exchanges  for  senior. 

Regular  20th-Fox  staff  meeting  on  the 
S.  R.  Kent  Drive,  captained  and  addressed 
by  Earl  Wright,  showed  Helen  Tendler 
leading  at  the  local  office  . . . Charles 
Repass  of  the  Crown,  Hartford,  is  back  at 


work  after  a cross-country  motor  trip  . . . 
Elliott  Saunders,  in  Clinton  strawhat,  is 
a son  of  one  of  the  20th-Fox  executives 
in  New  York  . . . Phil  Sherman,  recently 
resigned  from  Monogram  here,  will  report 
new  connections  soon  . . . Oscar  Shanken 
of  the  Dixwell  Playhouse  was  ceded  third 
place  in  the  New  Haven  municipal  tennis 
championship  meet  . . . Max  Tabackman 
of  the  Rivoli,  West  Haven,  was  rushed  to 
the  hospital  for  observation  last  week  but 
recovered  before  a diagnosis  could  be  made. 

Monya  Hadelman,  Modern  Theatre 
Equipment  secretary,  will  resign  in  Sep- 
tember to  become  a student  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Connecticut  in  Storrs  . . . Harry 
Wenzel  of  Mutual  Advertising  is  vacation- 
ing in  parts  unknown  . . . William  Hutch- 
ins of  National  Theatre  Supply  returned 
with  a IZ-pound  tuna  from  a one-day  ex- 
cursion to  Asbury  Park  where  he  visited 
his  father  . . . “Sergeant”  Ed  Fitzgerald 
of  Paramount  exchange  is  with  the  New 
Haven  Greys  at  Plattsburg  . . . Margaret 
McKinnon,  secretary  to  Edward  Ruff,  and 
G.  Callahan  of  the  Paramount  office,  are 
also  on  leave. 

Sam  Rosen  is  looking  forward  to  October 
and  a fishing  trip  in  Canada  . . . Jim 
Memery,  Loew-Poli  artist,  has  taken  off 
for  a vacation  which  will  include  New 
York,  Boston,  Salem  and  Indian  Neck  . . . 
Al  Daytz  just  back  from  a trip  to  Hotel 
Astor  to  see  “Met  Rose”  . . . Brother  Mick 
Daytz,  who  spent  a month  here  recently, 
is  now  in  charge  of  the  Cleveland  Metro 
Premium  office  . . . Bob  Russell  of  the 
Poll  reports  a catch  of  75  weak,  black 
and  porgies  on  his  last  trip. 

Continuance  to  August  29  of  the  hear- 
ing on  the  temporary  injunction  in  the 
case  of  12  Milford  citizens  vs.  the  Milford 
Drive-In  Theatre,  gave  the  management 
time  to  attempt  lessening  the  noise  com- 
plained of  by  lowering  the  speakers  and 
other  chaiiges.  Coinplainants  charge  that 
their  health  is  menaced  by  loss  of  sleep  and 
rest,  and  that  presence  of  Connecticut's 
first  drive-in  theatre  in  their  vicinity  tends 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  their  property. 
Judge  P.  B.  O'Sullivan  now  hears  the 
case,  instead  of  Wynne,  as  first  scheduled. 

Rosalind  Russell,  home  in  Waterbury 
for  a visit,  caused  a stir  when  she  spent 
three  hours  in  the  courtroom  listening  to 
(Continued  on  page  93) 


Swamped  by  the 
Demand 

Boston — The  story's  going  'round  of 
an  over-sold  theatre  premium  deal 
which,  mildly  stated,  did  not  come  up 
to  expectations  when  the  first  de- 
liveries were  made.  One  distributor 
wired  the  premium  concern,  ’’Cancel 
my  order  immediately."  The  reply 
which  was  received  a few  minutes 
later,  read,  ’’Regret,  cannot  cancel  im- 
mediately, You  must  take  your  turn." 
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pAUL  CUDDY,  son  of  the  Cinema  Club 
president,  was  expected  to  leave  Massa- 
chusetts Memorial  Hospital  the  latter  part 
of  this  week.  Young  Cuddy  has  been  con- 
valescing following  the  removal  of  a rup- 
tured appendix. 

K.  B.  Kendis,  the  producer,  was  in  town 
last  week  from  California  . . . George 
Kraska,  Fine  Arts  Theatre  operator,  has 
returned  from  a New  York  hooking  trip 
to  reopen  his  house  on  W ednesday  . . . Bette 
Davis  has  been  vacationing  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

The  mother  of  Steve  Broidy,  New  Eng- 
land manager  for  Monogram,  left  Beth 
Israel  last  week  Friday. 

Louis  Gordon  and  Arthur  Lockwood, 
circuit  operators  who  recently  bought  out 
Mrs.  Rose  Coriarty  in  Uxbridge,  may  have 
competition  in  the  Massachusetts  town. 
It  is  reported  that  another  circuit,  which 
was  unsuccessful  in  attempting  to  buy  the 
Bijou,  may  build. 

William  McCourt,  assistant  to  Ben  Do- 
mingo at  Keith’s  Memorial,  was  acting 
manager  at  the  Keith  Albee  in  Providence 
when  that  house  reopened  with  double 
features  last  week  following  a summer 
layoff. 

Arthur  Jerome,  New  England  ma^iager 
of  the  Metro  Premium  Co.,  is  overseeing 
remodeling  and  renovating  activities  at  the 
concern’s  home  office  at  the  corner  of 
Church  and  Winchester  Sts. 

Elizabeth  Dervin  of  M-G-M  left  this 
week  for  Los  Angeles  and  the  Canadian 
Rockies  . . . Red  King,  RKO  Boston  stage 
manager,  returned  to  town  Monday  after 
visiting  Producer  John  Hickey  . . . Charles 
Wilson,  Republic  head  booker,  weekended 
at  Scituate. 

H.  J.  McKinney,  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply manager,  put  the  new  Simplex  projec- 
tion “SI”  on  display  last  week  Friday. 

Louis  and  Harry  Cohn,  circuit  operators, 
were  in  town  last  week  . . . C.  F.  Millett 
was  down  from  the  State  in  Bridgton,  Me. 
. . . Sam  Kurson,  head  of  the  Graphic 
Theatre  circuit,  was  in  from  Bangor,  Me. 

Tony  Zinn,  house  manager  of  the  RKO 
Boston,  has  been  overseeing  renovation 
work  at  the  3,246-seaf  house.  The  back- 
stage  of  the  theatre  is  being  generally 
rejuvenated  prior  to  the  return  of  stage 
shows  next  month.  New  microphones  are 
being  installed. 

Grace  McGowan,  secretary  to  Office 
Manager  Jack  Byrne  of  M-G-M,  left  this 
week  for  Chateau  Frontenac  in  Quebec 
. . . Leona  Feltman,  secretary  to  Circuit 
Head  Julian  Rif  kin,  has  been  vacationing 
this  week  . . . Elinor  Hughes,  film  critic 
for  the  Boston  Herald,  has  been  away 
. . . Jack  Granara,  RKO  publicist,  takes 
a second  golfing  holiday  the  week  after 
Labor  Day. 

Mrs.  Richard  Mahn,  bride  of  the  secre- 
tary to  RKO  Division  Manager  Charles  W. 


T CO)  W 

Koerner,  has  been  convalescing  following 
an  appendix  removal. 

Miss  Marie  Nessikian,  for  many  years 
cashier  at  Loew’s  State  and  before  then  at 
Loew’s  Orpheum,  surprised  friends  and  co- 
workers this  week  when  she  announced 
her  intentions  to  marry  Charles  Chester 
Markarian,  Shrewsbury  resident  and  busi- 
ness man.  The  wedding  will  take  place 
early  in  the  spring. 

Arthur  K.  Howard,  business  manager 
for  the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  ten- 
tatively plans  the  next  meetmg  of  the 
Allied  affiliate  for  September  12. 

Maynard  Sickles,  Capitol  Theatre  Supply 
salesman  and  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s 
Club  secretary,  has  been  sojourning  at 
Nantasket  . . . A1  Nasif  of  Capitol,  to- 
gether with  his  wife  and  their  new  baby, 
left  this  week  for  Tamworth,  N.  H. 

Al  Wheeler,  M-G-M  booker,  formerly  of 
Kansas  City,  was  scheduled  to  leave  Friday 
by  automobile  for  Pittsburgh  and  Detroit 
. . . Ed  Charbonneau,  Allied  official  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Concord  exhibitor,  ivas  in 
town  last  iveek. 

Frank  LePage,  Maine  exhibitor  from 
Millinocket,  was  in  Boston  last  week  . . . 
H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  divisional  manager, 
is  expected  in  his  office  Monday  follow- 


It  May  Serve  as 
A Night  Light 

Boston — An  international  problem  for 
the  past  few  years  has  been  whether 
or  not  television  will  supersede  the 
motion  picture  theatre.  Several  local 
film  critics  got  to  talking  this  week  of 
the  possibility  of  the  invention's  taking 
the  place  of  the  newspaper.  One  of 
the  scribes  dismissed  the  subject  with 
the  rejoinder,  "You  can't  swat  a fly 
with  a television  receiver." 


ing  a circuit  tour  . . . Dean  daggers  is 
here  from  the  coast. 

Joe  DiPesa  of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  tied  in  “Danc- 
ing Coed”  with  the  public  concert  given 
on  the  Boston  Common  Monday  by  Artie 
Shaw  by  offering  three  trophies  for  pro- 
fiency  in  jitterbug ging.  The  band  leader 
is  from  Neio  Haven. 

Peggy  DeCota  of  Keith’s  Memorial  and 
Arthur  Murphy,  St.  Clair’s  manager,  were 
married  last  week  Saturday  in  Charles- 
town. 

Mae  Tully  of  the  Lockwood  and  Gordon 
circuit  has  returned  from  Falmouth  . . . 
Al  Longo,  Loew’s  publicity  assistant,  left 
this  week  for  a week  on  Cape  Cod.  He 
will  take  a second  week  later  . . . Mona 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


.HAND  IN  HAND. 


INTERSTATE  operation  & MOTIOGRAPH  projection 


E.  Harold  Stoneman  and 
Edward  Ansin  realized 
that  projection  is  the  heart 
of  a theatre  when  they  se- 
lected MOTIOGRAPH  for 
the  Plymouth  Theatre  in 
Plymouth,  N.  H.  MOTIO- 
GRAPH, by  its  clean 
troubleproof  performance, 
gets  the  utmost  out  of  any 
print.  Even  the  world's 
greatest  picture  would 
lose  much  of  its  entertain- 
ment and  boxoffice  value 
if  given  poor  projection. 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


N£r  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FORi 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 
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Lightowler,  secretary  to  Harry  McDonald, 
RKO  divisional  manager,  left  this  week  for 
the  World's  Fair  and  Manchester , N.  H. 

James  Craig  of  the  Keith’s  Memorial 
staff  took  over  this  week  and  last  during 
the  absence  of  Assistant  Manager  Wil- 
liam McCourt  who  has  been  acting  man- 
ager at  Keith’s  Albee  in  Providence. 

Harry  Browning,  M&P  publicist,  pulled  a 
neat  press  bit  last  week  when,  as  part 
of  a national  campaign,  he  sent  a 13- 
year-old  orphan,  Eileen  Parker,  to  the 
Coast  to  visit  actress  Linda  Ware. 

Kenneth  Gorham,  "Vermont  exhibitor, 
was  in  Boston  last  week  where  depositions 
in  his  anti-trust  suit  were  being  taken 
. . . Major  Patrick  P.  Healey,  Commander 
of  the  Theatrical  Post  of  American  Le- 
gion, was  a delegate  last  week  at  the 
Legion  convention  at  Taunton  . . . Sara 
Krivitsky,  secretary  to  Division  Manager 
Edward  A.  Cuddy  of  M&P,  was  away  this 
week  for  a Maine  sojourn. 

Mario  Daru,  assistant  to  Publicist  Jack 
Saef  of  the  Paramount  and  Fenway,  was 
a witness  to  his  brother’s  catch  of  a 1-lb. 
black  bass.  The  fish,  with  a length  of  21 V2 
inches  and  a girth  of  14  inches,  was  one 
of  the  largest  ever  taken  from  Massachu- 
setts waters.  Daru  has  entered  it  in  the 
Field  and  Stream  national  contest. 

D.  J.  Shea,  operator  of  Shea’s  theatre 
at  Turner  Palls,  has  been  in  the  wilds  of 
Nova  Scotia  . . . George  Hackett,  associated 
with  Malden  theatre  operator  George 
Ramsdell,  has  been  spending  an  occasional 
summer  weekend  at  Plum  Island  . . . 
Betty  Morlin  formerly  at  the  Scollay 
Square  and  now  at  the  Paramount,  has 
been  vacationing. 

Sam  Levine,  booker  for  Marcel  Mekel- 
burg  at  Grand  National,  has  been  limping 
as  a result  of  a leg  injury  . . . Edward 
Anderson,  major  film  salesman  who  has 
been  ill  these  past  few  months,  has  been 
receiving  a quantity  of  film  visitors  at  his 
Walnut  Avenue  home  in  Roxbury. 

The  former  Peggy  Slattery  of  Keith’s 
Memorial,  now  the  wife  of  Tom  Shannon, 
gave  birth  to  a baby  boy  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Memorial  Hospital  . . . Fred 
Lanito  of  Keith’s  Memorial  has  been  in 
Springfield  convalescing  from  a tonsillot- 
omy. 

Al  Somerby,  who  spent  the  summer  at 
Cape  Cod,  has  reopened  the  Howard  Athe- 
neum  with  films  and  flesh. 

Charles  Fish,  Capitol  Theatre  Supply 
technician,  tentatively  plans  a September 
vacation.  His  wife  is  recovering  from  a 
compound  fracture  of  the  leg,  involving 
four  separate  breaks  . . . Dorothy  Gardner 
of  M-G-M  contract  department  has  been 
in  Nantucket  . . . Sadie  Goldstein  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  left  on  vacation 
Monday  . . . Ditto  for  Emilio  Franzi  of  Na- 
tional. 

Ford  Frick,  president  of  the  National 


Charter  Two  Lieberman 
Corporations  in  Mass, 

Boston — The  new  Frederick  E.  Lieber- 
man corporations  have  been  granted 
Massachusetts  charters.  They  were  the 
Old  South  Operating  Co.  and  the  Old 
South  Theatre,  Inc.,  both  of  Boston.  In- 
dependent circuit  owner  F.  E.  Lieberman 
and  his  brother,  Morton,  were  incorpora- 
tors of  both  firms,  together  with  Myer  H. 
Slobodkin  of  Brookline  and  B.  Ralph  Slo- 
bodkin  of  Waltham. 

Max  Michaels,  prominent  for  the  past 
few  years  in  the  local  burlesque  field,  was 
one  of  three  incorporators  of  the  Colum- 
bia Amusement  Corp.  Associated  with 
Michaels  were  Arthur  Rabe  of  Boston  and 
Rena  Cattoni  of  Somerville.  The  capital 
of  the  concern  is  50  shares  of  no  par  stock. 

The  Comique  of  Lynn,  Inc.,  a Lynn 
theatre  company,  was  granted  a state 
charter  by  Secretary  of  State  Frederic  W. 
Cook.  Incorporators  were  Maurice  H.  Ger- 
ber of  Boston,  Mildred  Kleine  of  Medford, 
and  Sidney  and  Ethel  Solomon  also  of 
Medford.  The  capital  was  5,000  shares  of 
no  par  stock. 

Mulcahy  and  Dean,  Inc.,  Salisbury 
Amusement  outfit,  was  incorporated  by 
Eugene  J.  Dean,  Francis  D.  Mulcahy,  and 
George  Andrews  with  a capital  of  300 
shares  of  no  par  stock. 

The  Pike  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  capi- 
talized at  100  shares  of  no  par  stock,  was 
incorporated  by  Dominic  Lemia,  Irving 
Rosenblatt,  William  C.  Joyce  jr.,  and 
Frederick  F.  Joyce,  all  of  Framingham. 


League,  revived  exhibitor  headaches  last 
week  when  his  visit  to  Boston  reriewed  the 
possibility  that  the  Hub  may  go  in  for 
night  baseball. 

Richard  B.  Rubin,  operator  of  the  State 
in  Saugus,  has  purchased  a new  outboard 
motor  for  use  by  the  Rubin  family  at  Lake 
Conway,  N.  H. 

Kenneth  R.  Douglass,  Capitol  head,  is 
scheduled  to  return  to  work  Monday  . . . 
Marie  Coleman,  Metro  assistant  biller,  has 
been  motoring  . . . Aiiita  Devine,  formerly 
of  the  Metropolitan,  is  dancing  at  Club 
Hamilton  in  Everett. 

Frank  Shaughnessy  will  manage  the 
Academy  Theatre  in  Northampton  when 
the  house  is  reopened  September  1,  ac- 
cording to  Division  Manager  Julian  Rif  kin. 
Shaughnessy  is  now  at  Plattsburg  where 
he  is  training  with  the  National  Guard. 
The  theatreman  holds  a lieutenant’s  com- 
mission. 

Adolph  Haas.  Alexander  Film  executive, 
was  in  town  last  week,  conferring  with 
Harry  Synder.  divisional  manager  . . . 
Christine  Ajitignoni,  booker  for  Harry 
Asher,  last  week  postponed  her  contem- 
plated vacation  because  of  pressure  of 
work.  She  may  be  away  for  the  next  two 
weeks  . . . Arthur  Ungerman,  premium 
executive,  was  in  town  last  week. 

Ed  Seufert  of  the  M&P  accounting  de- 
partment returned  to  60  Scollay  Square 
this  week  . . . James  Powers,  well-known 
at  the  circuit  headquarters,  suffered  a leg 


■y^TH  the  RKO-Albee  opened  August  17, 
Fays  resuming  for  fall  and  winter 
September  1 and  the  Metropolitan  lit  up 
this  week  (20-26)  for  the  first  time  in 
months  with  Avdalas  the  Great,  magic 
show,  things  theatrical  are  nearer  normalcy 
than  they’ve  been  in  a long  time  in  this 
city. 

Albee  opened  to  big  business  last  Thurs- 
day and  continuing  strong  with  “Bachelor 
Mother’’  as  the  draw.  Johnny  Kane  is 
back  at  the  house  as  assistant  manager. 
Al  Byrnes  will  return  as  assistant  chief  of 
staff  as  soon  as  his  tour  of  duty  with 
National  Guard  is  over.  Wardel  Jukes, 
house  artist,  is  back  on  the  job  after  a 
visit  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  Bill  Morton 
again  doing  special  publicity,  including  a 
nice  tieup  being  engineered  with  WJAR  for 
broadcast  dramatization  of  forthcoming 
films.  Louise  Johnson,  a new  face  in  the 
boxoffice.  Louise  Clark,  former  ticket  ven- 
dor, now  secretary  to  Manager  Bill  Mc- 
Court. 

Interstate  Theatres  Corp.,  New  England 
circuit,  has  leased  Durfee  and  Empire 
theatres.  Fall  River,  and  have  taken  over 
operation.  The  houses  for  years  have  been 
operated  by  Nathan  Yamins.  Yamins  will 
continue  to  operate  the  Park,  Strand  and 
Capitol  there. 

William  J.  Cannmg,  who  until  about  a 
years  ago  managed  the  Durfee  for  Yam- 
ins, will  have  management  of  the  Empire 
for  Interstate.  The  house  may  put  in 
vaudeville-film  policy  later  in  the  seasoti. 
Christopher  Joyce  moves  from  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  to  manage  the  Durfee,  with  Joseph 
Bean  continuing  as  assistant  manager  at 
that  house. 

Albert  J.  Clarke  back  at  the  manager’s 
desk  of  the  Carlton  after  a fortnight  spent 
in  the  Adirondacks.  Sam  Kaufman,  who 
relieved  Clarke  during  the  period,  is  now 
back  at  Pays  readying  that  house  for  re- 
opening. 

Ruth  Hart,  Majestic  cashier,  vacationing 
at  New  York’s  World’s  Fair  this  week. 

Included  in  the  campaign  of  Manager 
Eddie  McBride  of  Loew’s  State  for  “Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  was  a dog  give-away  of  a pup 
resembling  Toto  in  the  film.  Canine  was 
offered  to  the  writer  of  the  best  letter 
on  “Why  I Would  Like  to  Own  Toto,’’ 
offer  being  made  over  WPRO  a week  in 
advance  of  film.  Award  was  made  in  front 
of  the  theatre  Monday  afternoon  during 
“Man  in  the  Street”  broadcast.  Crowd 
completely  blocked  traffic. 

Maurice  Druker,  former  assistayit  man- 
ager at  Loew’s  State,  made  a one-day 
visit  to  this  city  last  Monday  from  Wor- 
cester, to  renew  Rhode  Island  acquaint- 
anceships. 


injury  when  recently  sti’uck  by  an  auto- 
mobile . . . Marietta  Baer  of  M&P  booking 
department  was  back  from  vacation  this 
week  . . . Ditto  for  Accountant  Nat  Buck- 
man. 
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gUNDAY  shows,  new  to  the  local  trade, 
are  “catching  on,”  according  to  man- 
agers of  first-run  houses  here.  Business 
has  been  increasingly  good  each  week  since 
July  22  when  they  became  legal  in  Maine. 

Rudy  Vallee,  Westbrook’s  claim  to  fame, 
is  making  his  first  appearance  in  a straight 
play  this  week  at  the  Deertrees  Theatre, 
Harrison,  Me.  “Man  in  Possession”  is  to  be 
Ms  vehicle.  The  play  is  being  directed  by 
Bela  Blau  of  New  York  City. 

The  “Wizard  of  Oz”  opened  at  the  State 
Theatre,  August  18,  backed  by  one  of  the 
heaviest  advertising  campaigns  any  pic- 
ture has  received  locally  in  some  months. 
“Request  Time,”  30-minute  program  aired 
from  the  stage  of  the  theatre  each  Satur- 
day morning,  plugged  the  picture  heavily. 
The  theatre  also  broke  with  special  pic- 
tures in  the  Portland  Press  Herald  and 
Express.  The  intensive  advertising  cam- 
paign netted  excellent  results,  the  SRO 
sign  being  out  Friday  morning  opening 
day. 

Chelsea  Waldron,  State  Theatre  projec- 
tionist and  business  agent  of  the  local 
MPMO,  returned  from  a week’s  fishing  at 
his  camp  at  Sebago  Lake. 

Nate  Press,  assistant  manager  at  the 
State  Theatre,  returned  from  his  vaca- 
tion considerably  exercised  over  the  Red 
Sox’s  chances  of  winning  the  permant. 
Nate  saw  several  games  in  Boston  while  on 
vacation.  Besides  his  enthusiasm  he’s 
gained  a swell  coat  of  tan. 

Those  wedding  bells  we  heard  ringing 
some  time  ago  but  couldn’t  quite  locate  are 
for  John  Divney,  Maine  Theatre  manager 
and  Mary  A.  MacNaughton,  who  have  an- 
nounced November  25  as  the  date  for  their 
nuptials. 

Harry  Botwick,  State  Theatre  manager, 
is  playing  host  to  a bad  cold,  which  has 
persistently  hung  on  for  more  than  a week. 


IT  WAS  a bit  out  of  the  ordinary  when 

“Stick”  Aldrich,  professional  auctioneer, 
took  the  stage  between  films  at  the  Colon- 
ial in  Laconia,  a while  ago,  and  put  on 
the  block  whatever  the  goodly  crowds 
brought  in  to  be  sold.  In  fact,  the  stunt 
was  such  a success  that  the  Colonial  man- 
agement immediately  announced  a return 
engagement  for  “Stick,”  who  previously 
had  faced  crowds  both  as  an  auctioneer 
and  old-time  baseball  star. 

John  Kilonis,  former  wrestling  champion 
who  turned  showman,  is  general  manager 
of  Queen  City  Amusements,  which  has  been 
running  a mid-way  and  aerial  acts  on  the 
circus  grounds  in  Manchester. 

Jack  Parkhurst,  veteran  film  airplane 
wing  walker,  made  his  450th  parachute 
jump  as  a Sunday  attraction  for  summer 
crowds  at  The  Weirs,  famous  Lake  Winni- 
pesaukee  resort. 

Memorial  Hall  in  Wolfeboro  and  Pine- 
hall  Hall  in  Centre  Ossipee  are  conducting 
Bank  Nights  each  Tuesday.  Both  film 


Kraska  Reopens  Fine  Arts 
With  Prize  Film  Series 

Boston — George  Kraska  reopened  the 
Fine  Arts  Theatre,  Wednesday,  after  a 
summer  layoff,  with  Boston’s  first  inter- 
national festival  of  prize  winning  motion 
pictures.  The  operator  of  the  city’s  only 
foreign  and  arty  house  has  arranged  a 
special  six-week  program  of  prize  win- 
ning films,  mainly  on  one-day  and  two- 
day  bookings.  The  only  feature  that  will 
exceed  this  time  limit  will  be  “Moonlight 
Sonata”  which  has  been  accorded  three 
days.  The  first  Mexican  film  ever  to  be 
shown  at  the  house  will  be  put  on  during 
this  period. 

More  French  films  than  those  from  any 
other  country  have  been  booked  for  the  six 
weeks.  American,  English,  Russian,  Ger- 
man, Mexican,  and  Balinese  follow  in  that 
order. 

Leonard  Kraska,  returning  as  house 
manager,  announces  that  the  personnel  of 
the  theatre  will  be  the  same. 


Naimon,  Sampson  Lead 
At  Friars  Golf  Meet 

Boston — Winners  in  the  fourth  annual 
film  district  golf  tournament  held  by  the 
Friars  Club  Tuesday  in  Weston,  are  as 
follows:  For  best  gross,  Joe  Naimon  and 
W.  A.  Sampson,  with  a 76  and  74  re- 
spectively. Other  winners  are  Joe  Cohen, 
Ted  Rosmer,  C.  O.  Reilly,  Leon  Foster, 
Herb  MacIntyre,  Tom  Duane,  Walter  Hig- 
gins, Louis  Gordon,  J.  Yonkers,  A1  Kane, 
Bill  Horan,  Sam  Dorgan  and  others.  Sixty 
played. 

A1  Kane,  Paramount  exchange  manager, 
was  in  charge  of  the  affair.  Ted  Fleisher, 
Interstate  booker,  was  treasurer  for  the 
committee  which  included  Morey  Goldstein 
of  M-G-M;  Tom  Duane  of  Paramount,  and 
Maurice  Green. 


houses  are  operated  by  Ansel  B.  Sanborn. 

The  Manchester  Union  gave  free  tickets 
for  “Bachelor  Mother,”  starring  Ginger 
Rogers,  at  the  State  Theatre  in  Manches- 
ter, to  winners  of  six  honorable  mention 
awards  in  Class  A of  the  newspaper’s 
snapshot  contest.  Two  ducats  were  re- 
ceived by  each  successful  contestant. 

A recent  lobby  attraction  at  the  State 
in  Manchester  was  a display  of  hosiery 
from  Pariseau’s  department  store.  The 
brand  shown  was  labeled  “the  stockings 
the  screen  stars  wear.” 

Ralph  E.  Morris,  manager  of  the  Colonial 
and  Gardens  theatres  in  Laconia,  is  re- 
ported to  be  building  a new  home  on  White 
Oaks  road  in  that  city. 

William  A.  Alexander  of  Wolfeboro  was 
the  subject  of  a newspaper  story  recently 
because  of  the  many  salaried  jobs  he  held 
simultajieously . One  of  these  was  the  put- 
ting up  of  movie  posters,  a job  which  he 
started  25  years  ago,  when  films  were  first 
shown  in  Wolfeboro  and  still  holds. 


(Continued  from  page  90) 

Judge  Inglis’  charge  to  the  jury  in  the 
$1,000,000  fraud  and  conspiracy  trial. 

Glastonbury  Theatre,  one  of  the  Nathan 
Lampert  suburban  circuit,  has  been  trans- 
ferred and  is  operated  by  Mrs.  Lampert  as 
of  Sunday,  August  20,  with  Maurice  Kemp- 
ner  managing. 

Poll  New  England  Theatres  has  received 
a city  permit  to  make  alterations  to  the 
Bijou  Theatre  in  the  sum  of  $1,000.  Bal- 
cony seats  will  be  replaced  as  part  of  the 
alteration  activity  . . . The  entire  1,907- 
seat  Globe  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  will  be 
reseated  . . . Also  renovation  of  the  1,720- 
seat  Loew-Palace,  Hartford,  will  begin  at 
once,  with  new  chairs,  and  redecoration 
of  the  interior  and  exterior.  None  of  the 
houses  will  be  closed  during  alterations. 

Statistics:  During  the  recent  personal 
appearance  of  Rooney  and  Garland  at  the 
Loew-Poli  Theatres,  New  Haven,  Hart- 
ford and  Bridgeport,  46,000  people  jammed 
the  houses  in  the  three  days  . . . Harry 
Shaw’s  car  was  trampled  and  damaged  by 
the  mob  at  the  station  . . . Two  state  po- 
lice were  provided  as  personal  escorts  to 
the  young  stars  for  their  tour  . . . The 
glass  in  the  display  frames  of  the  theatres 
ivas  smashed  in  the  crush  of  people.  Every 
one-day  record  of  the  three  houses  was 
equally  smashed  . . . Matt  Saunders  of  the 
Bridgeport  house  came  in  from  vacation 
for  two  days  for  the  event  and  flew  back 
to  Chicago  to  visit  his  folks  afterward  . . . 
Harry  Shaw  lost  his  wallet  coritaining  valu- 
able honorary  badges,  etc. 

Unless  unforeseen  complications  arise, 
mid-September  will  see  openings  of  the 
new  Fairmont,  New  Haven  (nee  Annex)  ; 
Windsor  Theatre,  Windsor;  Park,  Thom- 
aston.  State,  Jewett  City;  Pratt’s,  Deep 
River. 

Earl  Wright  of  20th-Fox  and  Lucy  Flack 
of  the  Capitol  Milford,  lunched  with  Mich- 
ael Whalen,  former  Fox  player,  who  is 
appearing  at  the  Plymouth  Playhouse,  sum- 
mer theatre,  Milford,  in  “Death  Takes  a 
Holiday”  . . . Esther  Ralston  charmed  her 
audiences  at  Guilford  in  “Susan  and  God,” 
as  did  Mary  Brian. 

Whoever  lies  awake  nights  plotting  the 
RKO  mailing  pieces  should  get  a hand.  In 
novelty  and  attention-getting,  the  latest 
on  “In  Name  Only”  is  no  exception. 

Beginning  September  5,  the  jitterbugs 
will  invade  the  Bijou,  New  Haven,  in  a 
weekly  contest,  tried  with  success  in  other 
Loew-Poli  houses  . . . Vaudeville  has  re- 
turned regularly  to  the  Loew-Poli,  Water- 
bury,  beginning  this  Wednesday  . . . Week- 
ly vaudeville  also  continues  at  the  Globe, 
Bridgeport,  but  no  form  of  game  will  be 
revived  for  the  present,  at  lease,  in  any 
of  the  houses  . . . Palace,  Norwich,  tried 
a 15-Kiddie  Revue  for  two  days,  products 
of  local  or  nearby  dance  instructors. 

In  the  month  of  June,  one  out  of  every 
ten  Connecticutians  were  dependent  in 
whole  or  in  part  on  relief. 

Metro  staff  is  in  a stew  as  the  current 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Slate  McLaughlin  to  Head 
Legion  Theatrical  Post 

Boston — William  H.  McLaughlin,  Allied 
director  and  Stoneham  exhibitor,  is  sched- 
uled to  be  elected  Commander  of  the 
Theatrical  Post  of  American  Legion  when 
the  film  district  body  meets  September  12. 
McLaughlin,  who  has  long  been  an  of- 
ficer in  the  organization,  is  unopposed  for 
the  chief  office. 

The  post  installation,  the  feature  of  a 
dinner-dance  which  is  annually  one  of  the 
prime  local  film  social  occasions,  will  be 
held  October  24  in  the  main  dining  room 
of  the  Copley-Plaza.  Major  Patrick  P. 
Healey,  state  film  head  and  present  post 
commander,  has  been  appointed  chair- 
man in  charge  of  primary  arrangements. 
Kenneth  Forkey,  well-known  exhibitor  and 
past  commander,  is  assisting  Healey. 

Batch  of  28  Films  Find 
Censorship  Approval 

Boston — The  Massachusetts  bureau  of 
Sunday  censorship  found  nothing  to  dis- 
approve in  the  latest  batch  of  motion  pic- 
tures, numbering  28  films,  to  be  scruti- 
nized by  the  department. 

Two  vaudeville  acts  out  of  11  were  re- 
fused Sunday  licenses,  while  a third  rou- 
tine was  ordered  to  eliminate  “all  objec- 
tionable and  suggestive  dialogue.”  Cellu- 
loids okayed  in  the  original  were  Univer- 
sal's “When  Tomorrow  Comes;”  Para- 
mount’s “The  Star  Maker;”  Republic’s  “In 
Old  Monterey;”  20th-Fox’s  “Chicken 
Wagon  Family,”  and  Monogram’s  “Girl 
Prom  Rio.” 


"Livingstone"  Stays 

Boston — Ben  Domingo.  RKO  city  man- 
ager. has  held  “Stanley  and  Li\-ingstone” 
for  a second  week  at  Keith’s  Memorial. 
Following  a week  in  which  holdoveis  played 
in  but  two  of  Boston’s  first-run  t.ieatres, 
the  Spencer  Tracy  repeat  was  the  only 
one  in  town  this  week. 


Reports  Projection  Sales 

Boston — Kenneth  R.  Douglass,  head  of 
Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  announces 
that  the  concern  has  sold  new  projection 
and  sound  to  the  Massac’nusetts  State 
Hospital  Ti-aining  School  at  Canton  and 
to  the  Gardner  State  Hospital,  both  in 
Massachusetts. 


Stork  Race  Centers  at 
Loew  Oliices 

Boston  — A quartet  of  storks  are 
readying  for  an  unusual  New  England 
race,  centered  about  the  office  of  the 
E.  M.  Loew  independent  circuit.  The 
birds  are  to  represent,  respectively, 
Gina  Cohen,  sister-in-law  of  the  chain 
operator — Mrs.  Morey  Goldstein,  who 
resigned  from  the  circuit  several  years 
ago  to  wed  the  M-G-M  city  salesman 
— Ada  Trager,  who  left  Loew's  follow- 
ing marriage — and  Mrs.  Jack  Loew,  wife 
of  the  exhibitor's  brother. 


MEW  IIHIIAVIEW 
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drive  races  mto  its  last  lap,  with  valuable 
prizes  ahead  in  money  and  trips.  Local 
exchange  is  confident  it  will  capture  a high 
place  for  the  east. 

Theatre  doings;  Bob  Russell  sold  the 
back  page  of  5,000  tabloid  heralds  on 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone”  to  a local  garage 
. . . On  “Wizard  of  Oz,”  liussell  has  se- 
cured four  Kresge  windows  on  books, 
music,  hats  . . . Department  store  win- 
dows on  Judy  Garland  dresses,  book  stores, 
etc.  . . . Lou  Schaefer  of  the  Paramount 
and  Sam  Badamo  of  the  College  just  back 
from  vacations  . . . Paramount,  New  Ha- 
ven, reviving  “Stella  Dallas”  and  “The 
Hurricane,”  while  Allyn  Hartford  brings 
back  “Cavalcade”  and  “On  the  Avenue” 
. . . Harry  Shaw,  who  has  m.c.’d  police 
field  days,  firemen’s  shows  and  hundreds 
of  other  get-togethers  since  his  arrival 
here,  chalked  up  another  police  day  suc- 
cess, securing  Hal  LeRoy  and  other  acts, 
and  officiating  personally. 


A Publicity  Windfall 
Walks  in  on  DiPesa 

Boston  — The  feature  of  the  publicity 
campaign  on  the  “Wizard  of  Oz”  was  en- 
tirely impromptu.  Four  youngsters,  be- 
tw'een  the  ages  of  14  and  16,  presented 
themselves  at  Joseph  A.  DiPesa’s  office 
garbed  respectively  as  the  Scarecrow, 
Dorothy,  the  Tin  Woodman,  and  the  Cow- 
ardly Lion.  The  get  ups  were  so  realistic 
that  the  publicity  veteran  provided  a dog 
and  directions  to  the  city’s  newspaper  of- 
fices. The  stunt  broke  eveiT  sheet  but 
two.  The  quartet  composed  of  Billy  Graf- 
fam,  Muriel  Hamlin,  'Virginia  Laffey,  and 
Bruce  Laffey,  later  paraded  the  streets  as 
a mobile  exploitation  unit. 


Pup  Gift  for  "Oz" 

Boston — Fred  Greenway,  manager  and 
director  of  Loew’s  State,  and  Loew’s  pub- 
licity office,  arranged  a “Wizard  of  Oz” 
exploitation  stunt  by  which  two  Scottie 
pups,  Toto  and  Ozzie,  are  to  be  given 
away.  The  publicity  stunt  was  run  in  con- 
junction with  the  Boston  Daily  Record. 


"Wizard"  a Draw 

Boston — The  “Wizard  of  Oz”  opened 
strongly  at  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum 
Theatre.  At  the  latter  house,  ticket  sales 
were  halted  at  11:00  a.  m.  on  the  open- 
ing day.  Approximately  4,400  people  saw 
the  show  up  to  1:00. 


Teach  Air-Conditioning 

Boston — A course  in  air-conditioning, 
no  less,  is  being  offered  by  the  State  Uni- 
versity extension.  The  first  class  was  held 
Tuesday  evening  at  the  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology  with  P.  A.  L.  Foulds, 
consulting  engineer,  the  instructor. 


Duals  and  Burlesgue  Are 
Offered  by  E,  M,  Loew 

Boston — E.  M.  Loew,  independent  film 
circuit  operator,  tmmed  the  Gayety  into  a 
burlesque  house  last  week  and  offered  pa- 
trons a four  and  one-half  hour  show  at 
prices  ranging  up  from  15  cents.  The 
Gayety  combined  features  with  the  stage 
offering.  The  burlesque  show,  into  which 
was  interwoven  several  vaudeville  acts, 
was  built  around  five  principles,  eight 
show  girls,  and  a nine-girl  line.  Prices 
were  15  cents  and  25  cents  until  noon,  25 
cents  to  35  cents  until  7:00,  and  35  cents 
to  50  cents  until  closing.  The  Gayety 
seats  approximately  1,300.  Smoking  is  be- 
ing allowed  throughout  the  house. 


Appoints  Hubbard  Student 
Salesman  for  Alexander 

Boston— Harry  Snyder,  New  England 
manager  for  the  Alexander  Film  Co.,  has 
appointed  Sheldon  P.  Hubbard  as  student 
salesman  for  the  concern.  Snyder  has  also 
shifted  Arthur  Altman  to  cover  Providence 
county  in  Rhode  Island  in  addition  to  his 
regular  duties.  Ralph  Thomas  has  re- 
signed as  Rhode  Island  salesman,  and 
Richard  Vaughn  has  been  given  the  as- 
signment. The  Two  Smiles,  Diesel  yacht 
of  J.  Don  Alexander,  is  expected  in  Boston 
early  in  September.  Several  film  cruises, 
cancelled  when  the  craft  was  forced  to  take 
to  a New  York  dry  dock  for  repairs,  are 
scheduled  for  that  period. 


Managers  Participate  in 
Loew-Poli  Caravan 

Boston — Managers  participating  in  the 
Loew-Poli  caravan  via  Crosley  cars  to  the 
World’s  Fair  (described  in  this  publication 
last  week)  include: 

Matt  Saunders,  Morris  Rosenthal  and 
Harry  Rose,  Bridgeport:  Bob  Russell,  Sam 
Badamo,  Bill  Elder,  New  Haven;  Edward 
Fitzpatrick,  Waterbury;  Joseph  Samar- 
tano,  Meriden:  Jack  Simon  and  Lou  Co- 
hen, Hartford;  George  Freeman,  Spring- 
field;  H,  H.  Maloney,  Joe  Amstead  and 
Robert  Portle,  Worcester:  Howard  Burk- 
hardt  and  Fred  Greenway  of  Boston;  Ed- 
ward McBride  of  Providence,  and  Elliott 
Kronish,  of  the  Loew-Poli  division  office. 


FCC  Official  Ally 
Of  Free  Speech 

Boston — ''Freedom  of  speech  and 
freedom  of  the  press,  which  are  in- 
separable, constitute  our  greatest  bul- 
wark against  subversive  instincts." 
Thad  H.  Brown,  acting  chairman  of  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission, 
stated  here  last  week.  "The  commission 
has  no  desire,  purpose  nor  intention  of 
setting  itself  up  as  a board  of  censor- 
ship. It  does  not  and  will  not  exercise 
any  such  jurisdiction.  Censorship  of 
radio  is  abhorrent  to  social  instincts." 
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Governmenl  Charges 
Delivered  Crescent 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Notices  of  the  com- 
plaint, with  copies  of  the  bill  of  charges, 
in  the  government  anti-trust  suit,  were 
delivered  Wednesday  to  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.  and  affiliates,  including 
the  Cumberland  Amusement  Co.,  Strand 
Enterprise  Corp.,  Lyric  Amusement  Co., 
Kentucky  Amusement  Co.,  Muscle  Shoals 
Theatres,  R.  E.  Baulch,  Kermit  C.  Stengel, 
Louis  Rosenblum,  and  all  of  the  major 
distributors  except  Columbia. 

The  complaint  is  answerable  in  the 
United  States  district  court  here  on  or 
before  September  13. 

George  H.  Armistead  jr.  and  McConnico, 
Hatche,  and  Waller  have  been  engaged 
as  attorneys  for  Crescent  and  certain  of 
its  affiliates,  while  Cornelius,  McKinney 
and  Gilbert  will  represent  certain  other 
affiliates. 


Crescent  Chain  Postpones 
Murfreesboro  House 

Murfreesboro — The  first  effect  of  the 
government’s  suit  against  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.  has  been  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  plans  for  erection  of  a 
new  theatre  here.  The  complaint  filed 
against  Crescent  asks  for  an  injunction 
against  expansion  of  the  present  chain. 

An  unconfirmed  report  states  that  an 
independent  plans  the  immediate  construc- 
tion of  another  house  in  Murfreesboro. 


Black  Hotel  Penthouse  May 
Be  O.  C.  Variety  Rooms 

Oklahoma  City — The  penthouse  of  the 
Black  Hotel  here  probably  will  be  used  as 
headquarters  for  the  new  Variety  Club 
formed  last  month  by  a number  of  leaders 
in  the  state  theatrical  industry,  if  pres- 
ent negotiations  proceed  satisfactorily. 

Charles  E.  Kesnick,  southern  district 
manager  for  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  was 
guest  speaker  at  the  second  meeting  of 
the  club,  held  last  week,  and  his  speech 
was  so  convincing  that  LeRoy  Bickel, 
Dallas  M-G-M  manager,  also  at  the  meet- 
ing, promptly  signed  up  for  a membership 
in  the  local  chapter.  Or  perhaps  it  was 
because  LeRoy  was  celebrating  his  birth- 
day. 

At  the  meeting  Morris  Loewenstein  was 
named  head  of  a committee  to  check 
membership  applications  from  newspaper 
men,  theatre  men,  radio  men  and  amuse- 
ment park  fields.  Jack  Curry,  Paramount 
exchange  manager,  was  named  to  handle 
film  exchange  group  memberships. 


New  Winona  Manager 

Helena,  Ark. — Lois  Stanton,  who  has 
been  assistant  manager  of  the  Paramount 
Theatre  here  for  the  past  two  years,  has 
been  named  manager  of  a theatre  at 
Winona,  Miss.  The  Winona  theatre  has 
been  taken  over  by  the  Malco  Theatres, 
Inc. 


Williams-Griffith  Chain  for 
Nebraska,  Iowa  Formed 


McGinley  American 
Now  Williams  Unit 

Oklahoma  City — K.  Lee  Williams  The- 
atres, Inc.,  has  announced  outright  pur- 
chase of  the  American  Theatre  at  Wil- 
burton,  Okla.,  from  J.  G.  McGinley. 
“Johnny”  McGinley  has  announced  his  re- 
tirement from  the  theatre  business  to  be- 
gin a career  in  the  oil  industry. 

The  Williams  circuit  has  also  secured 
a ten-year  lease  on  the  Rohenstein  Bldg, 
on  Main  St.  of  Wilburton  and  will  imme- 
diately convert  it  into  a “B”  house  for 
weekend  operation. 

C.  E.  Parker,  construction  engineer  for 
the  circuit,  is  now  preparing  a remodeling 
program  for  the  American  Theatre,  which 
will  include  a new  modernistic  marquee, 
two  rest  rooms,  concession  stand,  an  en- 
tire change  of  boxoffice  and  front  and  a 
large  new  Neon  sign. 

The  American  is  the  12th  theatre  for 
the  new  Williams  organization  since  the 
first  of  the  year.  All  situations  have 
undergone  a complete  remodeling. 

Remodeling  of  the  Amusu  Theatre  in 
Fordyce  and  construction  of  a new  B house 
there  is  in  progress. 


Transfer  Places  Medd  in 
Crescent  Home  Office 

Nashville — Hal  Howard,  former  mana- 
ger of  the  Strand  Theatre,  Oshkosh,  Wis., 
has  been  made  manager  of  the  Roxy  The- 
atre, Gallatin,  succeeding  E.  R.  Medd,  who 
is  being  transferred  to  the  main  office 
here  of  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  the 
change  to  become  effective  September  1. 
Medd  has  managed  the  Roxy  since  its 
opening  in  1937. 


Oklahoma  City — A new  circuit  with 
$250,000  capital  stock  has  been  announced 
here  to  operate  in  Nebraska  and  Iowa.  It 
will  be  known  as  Williams-Griffith  The- 
atres, Inc.,  and  already  has  taken  over 
theatres  in  Auburn  and  Nebraska  City, 
Neb.,  as  the  nucleus  of  a planned  expan- 
sion through  the  aforenamed  states.  The 
two  Nebraska  towns  are  now  being  operat- 
ed out  of  the  Griffith-Dickinson  office  in 
Kansas  City  under  supervision  of  H.  J. 
Griffith. 

H.  F.  Williams  is  president  of  the  new 
circuit  organization  with  K.  Lee  Williams, 
head  of  the  K.  Lee  Williams  Theatres,  Inc., 
circuit  as  vice-president;  H.  J.  Griffith  of 
Griffith-Dickinson  Theatres  as  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  Harry  McKenna,  now 
with  K.  Lee  Williams  Film  Exchange,  here 
as  assistant  secretary-treasurer. 


K.  Lee  Williams  Announces 
New  City  Manager  Posts 

Oklahoma  City — Permanent  appoint- 
ment of  new  city  managers  for  K.  Lee 
Williams  Theatres,  Inc.,  towns  has  been 
announced  by  K.  Lee  Williams,  head  of 
the  new  circuit. 

Gerry  Doig,  former  manager  at  Nash- 
ville, Ark.,  has  been  named  city  manager 
at  Fordyce,  Ark. 

Bill  Fraizer,  formerly  manager  at  Ash- 
down, Ark.,  has  been  named  city  mana- 
ger at  Broken  Bow,  Okla. 

Jewel  Callaham,  former  assistant  mana- 
ger at  Broken  Bow,  Okla.,  has  been  named 
city  manager  at  Ashdown,  Ark. 

Cecil  Callaham,  former  assistant  mana- 
ger at  Frederick,  Okla.,  for  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  for  a number  of  years  has 
joined  the  Williams  circuit  staff  as  city 
manager  at  Nashville,  Ai'k. 

The  first  managers  meeting  was  held  at 
DeQueen,  Ark.,  last  week  and  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  weekly  meetings  of  managers  in 
Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  towns  where  the 
circuit  now  operates. 


mntfT  iHiMi 
OH  (0  / 


Family  Views  "Oomph"  Girl's  Debut — wiiuam  uangiey  Photo 

Members  of  Ann  Sheridan’s  family  being  greeted  by  Walter  M.  Henschel, 
manager  of  the  Palace  Theatre  in  Dallas  at  the  premiere  of  “Winter 
Carnival.”  Left  to  right:  Leo  and  Mrs.  Kent  and  Miss  Dorothy  Nichols  of 
Ft.  Worth.  George  B.  Sheridan  of  Denton,  and  Henschel.  Mrs.  Kent  is  a 
sister  and  George  Sheridan  a brother  of  the  star. 
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Southern  Visitors  to  the  World  Fair — 

Left,  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Dallas  general  manager  of  the  Texas  Interstate  circuit.  Center,  Montgomery  S.  Hill,  city  man- 
ager for  the  Kincey  circuit  in  Greensboro,  N C.,  and  his  sons,  Hugh  and  Monty.  At  the  right  are  Charles  Simpson, 
manager  of  the  Cameo,  and  Forney  Brice,  manager  of  the  Ritz,  both  in  Anniston,  Ala.  All  photos  were  taken  in  the 
Paramount  World  Fair  lounge  at  the  home  office. 


Hearing  on  Frels 
Case  Postponed 

Victoria,  Tex. — Hearing  of  the  injunc- 
tion case  against  the  J.  G.  Long  and  R.  E. 
Griffith  Theatres,  also  including  Jeffer- 
son Amusement  Co.  as  filed  by  Rubin 
Frels,  seeking  to  restrain  building  of  a 
new  theatre  in  Victoria  because  of  alleged 
stay  of  trade  practices,  has  been  post- 
poned in  state  district  court  until  Mon- 
day, August  28. 

The  postponement  also  carried  with  it 
a temporary  restraining  order  that  the 
Long-Griffith  combination  may  not  pro- 
ceed with  the  new  house  until  the  hear- 
ing for  injunction  is  completed. 

Contract  for  the  new  theatre  was  to  be 
let  August  15.  Because  of  circumstances 
surrounding  the  new  house  Fi'els  claims  a 
combination  and  conspiracy  in  restraint 
of  commerce  contrary  to  the  state  anti- 
trust laws.  The  postponement,  according 
to  the  report,  was  given  because  defendants 
had  not  sufficient  time  in  which  to  pre- 
pare for  the  hearing. 


Weatherall  Plans  New 
Theatre  at  Teague 

Madisonville,  Tex. — R.  B.  Weatherall, 
owner  of  the  Plaza,  is  branching  out  in 
show  business  with  plans  to  open  a new 
theatre  in  Teague  in  competition  to  the 
J.  G.  Long  circuit.  Within  the  past  few 
months  Long  purchased  the  Madison  here 
from  A1  Stoddard  thus  furnishing  a more 
brisk  competition  to  Weatherall  who  is  re- 
taliating by  opening  the  Teague  show 
where  Long  also  recently  entered  by  pur- 
chasing the  Star  from  the  H.  H.  Coving- 
tons. 


ALLACE  (Sam  Bass)  Rucker  was  here 
from  Round  Rock  this  week  for  a more 
or  less  social  visit  and  to  make  a general 
survey  of  bookings  for  his  new  Rock  Thea- 
tre at  Round  Rock,  details  of  which  are 
handled  by  Forrest  White  of  Ind-Ex  Book- 
ing Service. 

Jack  Adams  jr.,  interested  in  the  Har- 
lem (colored),  at  Austin,  was  negotiating 
other  deals  for  Negro  or  any  other  shows 
this  week.  Indications  were  that  he  plans 
one  for  Denison. 

Among  other  vacationists  were  the  Jack 
Waltons  and  the  Forrest  Whites,  who  made 
a quick  trip  to  New  Orleans,  taking  in 
most  of  the  sites  there.  By  way  of  iden- 
tification, Mrs.  White  is  secretary  to  Leroy 
Bickel,  Mrs.  Walton  is  in  the  M-G-M  of- 
fice, Jack  is  booker  at  RKO  and  Forrest 
White  books  for  15  independent  theatres. 

Miss  Maude  Vandergriff  of  the  M-G-M 
contract  department  has  been  enjoying 
a sea  voyage  to  Honduras  and  Central 
America. 

Young  Ben  McKinney  was  on  the  Row 
for  a day  or  so  doing  some  preliminary 
booking  and  such  for  his  new  Navaway 
Theatre  opening  in  south  Houston  soon. 

Miss  Winifred  Cutler,  Paul  Short’s  up- 
to-the-minute  secretary  over  at  National 
Screen,  is  enjoying  a well  earned  vacation 
with  headquarters  in  the  Buccaneer  at 
Galveston. 

m 

The  next  Friday,  the  13th,  is  in  Octo- 
ber and  already  there  is  a wave  for  “Jinx 
Shows”  on  this  date.  Film  companies  hav- 
ing available  “horror”  films  are  cooper- 
ating. Such  bookings  for  this  date  are 
coming  in  numbers,  according  to  a list  seen 
Wednesday  for  campaign  accessories. 

An  approaching  marriage  of  interest  is 
(Continued  on  page  100) 


Darnell  Campaign 
Tops  Predecessors 

Dallas — The  Linda  Darnell  campaign 
on  her  personal  appearance  along  with 
showing  of  “Hotel  for  Women”  at  the 
Palace  outranked  all  efforts  and  results 
that  have  come  from  Hollywood  in  a tie- 
up  with  Texas  key  cities,  according  to 
some  of  those  who  made  a close  tab  on 
the  engagement. 

Being  a Dallas  girl,  Darnell  also  topped 
all  lineage  in  newspaper  columns  with 
all  critics  saying  she  has  the  background 
and  intelligence  for  making  a star — what- 
ever that  means. 

More  important,  is  the  fact  that  Linda, 
with  her  personal  appearance,  plus  the 
picture,  and  being  a Dallas  high  school 
girl,  did  as  much  business  for  the  Palace 
in  two  days  as  the  theatre  does  on  an 
average  week. 

Herman  Biersdorf,  20th  Century-Fox 
manager,  was  highly  impressed  with  the 
campaign  and  is  sold  on  the  idea  his  com- 
pany has  a new  boxoffice  star.  He  told 
Boxoffice  that  the  figures  in  this  case 
were  bigger  than  they  have  ever  been  for 
any  other  Hollywood  star  who  has  made  a 
personal  appearance  here. 


Iris  at  Terrell  Reopened 

Terrell,  Tex. — After  streamlined  mod- 
ernization the  new  Iris  has  reopened  with 
its  tile  and  colored  glass  front  stressed 
with  Neon  lighting.  The  owners  are  Lea- 
man  Marshall  and  the  Robb  & Rowley  cir- 
cuit. 


Charlie  Bess  Helms  Woodbine 

Nashville — The  Woodbine  Theatre  was 
opened  with  Charlie  Bess,  formerly  as- 
sistant manager  of  Fifth  Avenue,  as  man- 
ager. 
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^pHE  latest  report  from  Grover  Wray, 
RKO  salesman,  who  was  rushed  to  the 
Gartly-Ramsay  Hospital  on  Monday  for 
an  emergency  operation  for  appendicitis 
is  doing  nicely.  However,  it  will  be  sev- 
eral weeks  before  he  will  be  able  to  get 
out  into  the  territory  again. 

H.  J.  Pittman  of  the  Paradise  Theatre, 
Cotter,  Ark.,  spent  two  days  last  week  in 
Memphis  hooking.  This  was,  he  advised, 
his  second  visit  to  the  Row  during  the 
entire  time  he  has  owned  this  show.  An- 
other unusual  visitor  to  the  Row  was  E.  W. 
Savage  of  the  Palace  Theatre,  Booneville, 
Ark. 

Nate  Evans  and  Chalmers  Cullins  have 
announced  the  opening  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  for  the  fall  season.  This  policy 
will  consist  of  stage  attractions  and  pic- 
tures. Their  initial  stage  show  will  be  the 
personal  appearance  of  John  Boles  and 
company. 

Earl  Crotchett,  Universal  Newsreel  cam- 
eraman, is  back  in  Memphis  after  a vaca- 
tion in  New  York  and  Canada  . . . Prof. 
W.  E.  Montgomery  of  the  State  Theatre, 
Henderson,  Tenn.,  was  in  advancing  his 
bookings  to  include  the  next  several 
months,  as  school  starts  Monday  and  he 
says  getting  several  hundred  students 
started  off  right  will  keep  him  plenty  busy 
for  a while  . . . Ike  Katz  of  the  Paramount 
Premium  Co.  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  was 
in  Memphis  this  week. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this  week; 
Jack  Wilbanks,  Hinz,  Walnut,  Miss.;  G. H. 
Goff,  Parsons  and  Bruceton;  Otis  Taylor, 
Dresden,  Tenn.;  Claude  Gentry,  Lyric, 
Baldwyn,  Miss.;  Lyle  Richmond,  Missouri, 
Senath;  J.  N.  Courtney,  Country  Show, 
Maben;  B.  H.  Jackson,  Ruleville;  W.  T. 
Ellis,  Regent  and  Ellis,  Cleveland,  Miss.; 
L.  F.  Haven  jr.,  Forrest  City;  Charles  Can- 
field,  McCrory,  McCrory,  and  Addys 
Brown  and  Jimmy  Nichols,  Nevada,  Pres- 
cott, Ark. 

Edith  Jensen,  head  inspectress  at  Fox, 
is  still  unable  to  return  to  work.  She  had 
quite  a serious  operation  several  weeks 
ago.  She  is  expected  to  return  to  her  post 
around  September  1. 

R.  B.  Gooch  of  the  Rustic  Theatre  at 
Selmer,  was  on  the  Row  booking  for  the 
first  time  in  several  weeks.  Upon  ques- 
tioning him  about  his  absence  we  learned 
he  had  been  vacationing  in  Hot  Springs 
for  two  weeks. 

Buster  Clark  of  the  Alamo  at  Pine  Bluff, 
Ark.,  was  in  Memphis  this  week,  but  this 
time  not  booking.  He  brought  his  young 
son  in  for  an  operation.  The  latest  re- 
ports is  that  the  little  fellow  is  doing 
nicely  and  they  soon  will  be  able  to  take 
him  home  again. 

M.  M.  (Buck)  Buchanan  of  the  ’Bama 
at  Athens,  Ala.,  is  spending  a few  days 
in  Memphis  looking  after  his  other  busi- 
ness interests,  as  his  booking  is  done  in 
Atlanta. 

Three  of  the  Arkansas  exhibitors,  who 
were  in  this  past  week  and  advised  they 
would  not  be  back  until  September  30 
when  the  Arkansas-Mississippi  State  foot- 


ball game  is  held  in  Memphis,  were  W. 
F.  Sonneman  of  Fayetteville;  C.  H.  Mc- 
Croskey  of  Dermott,  Eudora  and  Lake  Vil- 
lage, and  Raw  Wilson  of  the  New  Theatre, 
DeWitt.  They  are  all  ardent  football  fans 
and  will  be  pulling  for  their  team. 

W.  A.  Scully  of  the  Universal  home  of- 
fice was  in  Memphis  checking  up  on  the 
possibilities  of  remodeling  the  present  ex- 
change or  moving  into  a new  location, 
when  the  present  lease  expires  which  will 
be  in  the  near  future. 

Tom  Young,  20th-Fox  branch  manager, 
has  just  returned  from  a trip  to  Dallas 
. . . Jerry  Karnegay,  shipper  at  Colum- 
bia, and  Miss  Pauline  Woodard,  a nurse, 
were  married  on  August  1 at  Cedar  Grove, 
Tenn.  After  a ten-day  honeymoon  in 
Arizona  and  Mexico,  Jerry  is  back  on  the 
job. 


Joy  Case  Answer  to 
Be  Filed  Monday 

Dallas — For  the  damage  suit  of  Joy 
Theatre  Co.,  Houston,  asking  about  $16,- 
000  damages  against  the  major  distribu- 
tors, Interstate  Circuit  and  others,  George 
Wright,  prominent  Dallas  attorney,  will 
be  in  Houston  Monday  to  file  answer,  in 
behalf  of  the  defendants,  to  the  plaintiff’s 
claim,  it  was  learned  from  the  defendant 
side  of  the  case. 

Date  for  hearing  has  not  been  set  or 
learned  in  Dallas.  The  Joy  suit,  however, 
with  Tol  Teeter,  principal  in  the  proceed- 
ings, is  a sort  of  by-product  of  current 
legal  proceedings  in  the  industry.  Teeter 
operated  burlesque  with  any  run  of  film. 
His  petition  says  he  has  been  denied  the 
type  of  pictures  he  needed  for  his  clientele. 


Ed  Williamson,  booker  at  Fox,  is  away 
from  his  desk  due  to  an  attack  of  malaria. 
He  has  been  ill  for  the  past  week,  but  he 
is  expected  to  return  Monday. 


Mary  Elinor  Williams  of  Monogram  and 
Republic;  Marguerite  Ryan,  National 
Screen  Service,  and  Mary  Jo  Tate,  Malco 
and  Peerless  Poster  Exchange. 


Harry  Martin,  film  critic  of  the  Com- 
mercial Appeal  and  Jack  Bryan  of  the 
Press  Scimitar  have  gone  to  New  York  as 
the  guests  of  Universal,  to  attend  the 
world  premiere  of  the  “Under-Pup,”  which 
will  be  held  at  Scanton,  Pa.,  Friday,  Au- 
gust 25,  and  also  attend  the  “Gloria  Jean” 
day  at  the  Fair  on  Sunday,  August  27. 
They  will  be  gone  approximately  ten  days. 

When  the  Variety  Club  announced  plans 
to  raise  funds  for  the  Mother  Milk  Bank 
to  be  established  at  the  John  Gaston  Hos- 
pital as  the  organization’s  principal  char- 
itable endeavor,  the  women  members  of 
Filmrow  volunteered  to  help  in  the  enter- 
prise, though  they  are  not  Variety  Club 
members.  Chosen  as  chairmen  of  the  two 
women’s  divisions  were  Norman  Baer,  sec- 
retary to  Jimmy  Prichard  of  the  Universal 
office.  Captains  of  the  teams  under  them 
are:  Irene  Jones,  RKO;  Mrs.  Nell  Do- 
herty, Columbia;  Marjeanne  Baer,  Uni- 
versal; Mary  Alice  Sperry,  Warner;  Gladys 
Haden,  M-G-M;  Elizabeth  Waskey,  Para- 
mount; Lenora  Hunter,  20th  Century-Fox; 


The  Variety  fund  is  now  half-way  to  its 
seasonal  goal  of  $5,000.  M.  A.  Lightman 
is  general  chairman  of  the  campaign. 


Southern  Visitors  to  Hollywood — 

Shown  here  at  the  Warner  studio  are  Charles  W.  Jolly,  above,  exhibitor  of 
Coleman,  Tex.,  with  Margot  Stevenson,  and  John  Griffin,  below  right,  with 
Dennis  Morgan.  Griffin  is  manager  of  the  Coleman  and  Glory  “B”  theatres 
at  Miami,  Okla.,  for  the  Griffith  circuit. 
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JNTERSTATE’S  new  Austin  Theatre  had 
a gala  opening  in  South  Austin  Friday 
night,  August  18.  Radio  Station  KNOW 
had  Pat  Adelman  as  emcee,  interviewing 
the  arrivals  at  the  front  door.  The  fea- 
ture 20th-Fox’s  “Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 
Among  the  first-nighters  were  Ruth  Lewis, 
critic,  Austin  American- Statesman;  Frank 
Starz,  Interstate’s  publicity  director,  Dal- 
las: also  from  the  home  office  were  Ray 
B.  Willie,  district  manager;  Harry  Sachs 
and  P.  K.  Johnson,  booking  department. 
Interstate  circuit.  Proceeds  from  the  first 
night  went  to  charity,  according  to  City 
Manager  Louis  Novy.  Francis  Vickers  is 
house  manager  of  the  new  Austin  The- 
atre. 


Drexel  Baum  to  Dallas: 

H,  Johnson  Successor 

Charlotte — H.  E.  Pickett,  manager  of 
Paramount’s  Charlotte  branch,  announces 
the  transfer  of  Drexel  Baum,  heretofore 
advertising  sales  manager  here,  to  the 
company’s  Dallas,  Tex.,  office,  and  the 
appointment  of  H.  Johnson,  formerly  of 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  to  succeed  Mr.  Baum 
in  the  Charlotte  office.  It  is  Mr.  John- 
son’s first  position  with  the  company. 

Baum  will  perform  the  same  duties 
in  Dallas  as  in  Charlotte,  it  was  explained, 
but  the  transfer  is  regarded  as  a promo- 
tion because  the  Dallas  branch  is  larger. 
He  came  to  Charlotte  several  years  ago 
from  Kansas  City,  where  he  was  well 
known  in  film  circles. 


OKIILA.  ClinrY 

JJANK  HAROLD,  advertising  artist  with 
Standard  Theatres  here,  has  resigned, 
after  a very  capable  demonstration  of 
good  art  in  theatre  copy.  He  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  poster  ad  man,  Basil  Lowery, 
who  also  will  handle  Harold’s  former  duties. 

Somebody  had  a sense  of  humor  after 
seeing  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  at  the  Mid- 
west last  week.  Paramowit  had  placed  au- 
dience reaction  cards  to  be  mailed  back. 
This  gentlejnan  answered  his  question 
about  Susan  Hayward  by  stating  he  liked 
her  and  where  the  card  asked  “Would  you 
like  to  see  her  in  another  picture?”  he 
answered  with  a terse  “Doesn’t  Matter.” 


The  new  assistant  manager  of  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre  is  Boyd  Sinclair.  William  Hel- 
iums is  skipper  of  this  house.  Every  Sat- 
urday morning,  the  Capitol  is  having  a 
“Kiddisicle  Revue”  which  is  meeting  the 
approval  of  all  of  the  boys  and  girls  in 
the  Capitol  City. 


Rhodes'  New  Building  at 
Jasper  Nearly  Ready 

Jasper,  Tex. — Remodeling  of  a new  build- 
ing by  A.  B.  (Dock)  Rhodes  is  about  com- 
pleted. The  top  flight  is  fitted  into  office 
suites,  six  already  being  occupied.  The  new 
theatre  on  the  ground  will  be  ready  by 
September  1,  Rhodes  said.  In  this  opera- 
tion Rhodes  is  affiliated  with  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co. 


Warner  Club  Elects 

Charlotte — The  Warner  club  of  Char- 
lotte, composed  of  Warner  employes,  at  a 
recent  meeting  re-elected  W.  D.  Pickard 
as  president:  N.  J.  Frye,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Logan,  secretary,  and  George 
Viohl,  treasurer.  J.  A.  Bachman  was  re- 
elected chairman  of  the  welfare  commit- 
tee and  of  collections  and  loans. 


New  Theatre  Game 

Chicago — “Hollywood,”  a new  theatre 
game  its  sponsors  claim  is  operated  en- 
tirely by  the  audience,  is  being  offered  in 
the  south  on  a test  plan  devised  by  Holly- 
wood Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  here.  The  firm 
also  distributes  “Lucky  Strike”  and  “Wa- 
hoo.” 


YES  SIRREE! 


Projector 


MODEL  S-I 


For  you  little  fellows  who  want 
to  give  big  city  projection  at  little 
city  prices. 

TAKE  A LOOK  NOW 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has  sold 
500  new  Heywood-Wakefield  chairs  to  the 
University  of  Tulsa  at  Tulsa  for  its  audi- 
torium. 

The  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  opened  its 
new  State  Theatre  at  Sapulpa  last  week. 
Jimmy  Zartuludes  is  Sapulpa  city  manager 
for  Griffith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  G.  Killough  ai'e  get- 
ting set  to  reopen  their  rebuilt  and  mod- 
ernized Ritz  Theatre  at  Ada  this  week,  we 
understand. 

C.  W.  Duncan  is  installing  250  new  Hey- 
wood-Wakefield chairs  in  his  Avon  The- 
atre at  Weletka,  Okla..,  purchased  from  the 
Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Wallace  Walthall  of  Dallas,  National 
Screen  gent  loved  and  respected  by  all  and 
sundry  locally,  in  town  for  a visit. 

Dee  Fuller  staged  a.  Bob  Burns  contest 
with  KOCY  based  on  a “Be  Your  Own 
Movie  Reviewer”  stunt  where  station’s  lis- 
teners  were  given  passes  for  best  reviews 
of  “I’m  From  Missouri”  showing  at  the 
theatre. 


Ben  J.  Kalmenson,  Warner  sales  mana- 
ger, and  Fred  Jacks,  southern  district  man- 
ager, in  town  on  a product  deal  with  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co. 


Hester  McColgin  of  Standard  theatres 
secretarial  staff  visiting  in  Houston  . . . 
Margaret  Muir,  receptionist  at  Standard, 
to  Texas  on  a vacation  . . . T.  B.  Noble 
jr .,  State  Theatre  managing  director,  out 
of  toivn  on  important  business. 

Yours  truly  on  his  KOCY  daily  radio 
film  program  asked  listeners  to  name  films 
they  would  like  to  have  brought  back. 
Most  requested  were;  “A  Star  Is  Born,” 
“Little  Women,”  “Thanks  for  the  Mem- 
ory,” “It  Happened  One  Night,”  “Rose 
Marie,”  “Cimarron,”  “Girl  of  the  Golden 
West,”  any  Rudolph  Valentino  film,  “Ad- 
ventures of  Tom  Sawyer,”  “Personal  Prop- 
erty,” “Les  Miserables,”  “Lost  Horizon,” 
“100  Men  and  a Girl,”  “Lilac  Time”  and 
“Magnificent  Obsession.” 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 


Ask  Harry  MacKenna  of  K.  Lee  Wil- 
liams Film  Exchange  what  that  world’s 
champion  softball  pitcher  had  on  the  ball 
when  he  batted  against  him. 
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Alton  Sims  Now  Heads 
Memphis  R&R  Bookings 


jy|RS.  J.  V.  ELWELL  is  back  at  her  desk 
at  Amity  Exchange  after  a brief  vaca- 
tion . . . Mrs.  C.  A.  Matthews,  daughter 
of  Amity’s  J.  U.  McCormick,  was  an  At- 
lanta visitor.  She  hails  from  Gastonia  . . . 
Howard  Wallace,  of  Sack  Amusement,  has 
returned  from  a vacation  in  Florida.  He 
did  no  fishing  . . . Miss  Sandra  Hickman, 
of  Dixie  Film  Exchange,  has  returned  from 
a New  York  World’s  Fair  trip  . . . W.  J. 
Kimberly  of  Visugraphic,  spent  a few  days 
in  Waycross,  Ga.,  making  plans  for  a forth- 
coming picture. 

Along  the  Row:  Ellison  Dunn  of  Don- 
aldsville,  Ga.;  L.  T.  Sheffield  of  Headland, 
Ala.;  Mrs.  Ethel  Blanton  of  Cairo,  Ga.; 
Mrs.  W.  T.  Smith  of  Tennell,  Ga.  . . . News 
from  2Qth  Century -Fox:  Harry  Ballance 
was  on  trip  in  territory  last  week.  Paul 
Wilson  was  in  Florida  . . . Jack  Lamont 
of  GN  was  out  of  town  on  a trip,  return- 
ing Thursday. 

The  Brothers  Drake — C.  A.  and  J.  L. — 
plan  to  open  their  new  house  at  Pearson, 
Ga.,  early  in  September.  It  will  be  called 
the  Drake  . . . Ray  Corrigan,  Republic 
cowboy  star,  is  working  down  through  the 
south  on  personal  appearance  tours.  He 
is  due  to  head  back  for  the  coast  Sep- 
tember 12,  following  his  appearance  at 
Thomaston,  Ga.  His  booker,  J.  D.  Chafin, 
is  in  Atlanta  in  connection  with  Corrigan’s 
appearances. 

Gus  King  spent  the  weekend  in  Colum- 
bus, Miss.  . . . Mrs.  Abe  Brown,  wife  of 
the  K&B  Soda  Co.  host,  is  back  from 
a brief  New  York  trip  . . . Hobson  Johnson 
has  been  named  general  manager  of  the 
Powell  Theatres,  with  headquarters  in  Vi- 
dalia,  Ga.  He  succeeds  J.  T.  Douglas,  who 
was  recently  injured  in  an  automobile  ac- 
cident. Douglas  is  still  confined  to  his  home, 
but  is  reported  improving  . . . John  J. 
Mangham,  head  of  Monogram-Southern, 
was  in  New  Orleans  last  week.  Bernice 
Wadsworth,  of  that  office,  is  on  vacation 
. . . Riley  Davis  has  returned  from  a vaca.- 
tion  trip  to  Daytona,  where  he  rested  a 
great  deal  and  caught  a few  fish  . . . Mrs. 
Helen  Hardy  and  Miss  Janie  Ledbetter  of 
Theatrical  Printing  are  on  vacation. 

Sid  Reams,  head  of  Theatrical  Printing, 
is  building  a new  home  at  Johnson  Es- 
tates. It  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
around  September  1.  Reams  also  an- 
nounces purchase  and  installation  of  a new 
press  in  the  Atlanta  plant,  as  well  as  a 
new  press  for  the  Dallas  plant.  The  At- 
lanta office  front  will  be  decorated  with 
some  new  signs  also.  Reams  said. 

Mildred  Matthews,  telephone  girl  at 
RKO,  just  returned  from  a vacation  trip 
to  Florida  and  Havana.  She  traveled  by 
plajie  all  the  way  . . . Ed  Pentecost,  ma7ia- 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

310  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


ger  of  Loew’s  Grand,  reports  success  with 
the  “Wizard  of  Oz”  contest,  held  in  co- 
oper atio7i  with  the  Atlanta  Constitution, 
morning  newspaper.  The  contest  was  based 
on  boys  and  girls  from  the  age  of  16  down 
making  and  wearing  costumes  like  those 
worn  by  Judy  Garland,  Ray  Bolger  and 
Jack  Haley  in  the  film.  Cash  and  ticket 
prizes  were  awarded.  Due  to  rainy  weather, 
a parade  of  the  Dorothys,  Tin  Woodmen 
and  Scarecrows  had  to  be  canceled.  But 
the  judging  party  at  the  Henry  Grady 
hotel  was  a big  success. 


Wishart  of  Lumberton 
Fractures  Thigh  Bone 

Charlotte — W.  S.  Wishart  of  the  Caro- 
lina Theatre  in  Lumberton  was  brought 
to  a Charlotte  hospital  for  treatment  of 
injuries  received  in  a peculiar  accident 
which  fractured  a thigh  bone.  Wishart, 
who  is  80  years  of  age,  but  far  from  feeble, 
was  about  to  enter  the  side  door  of  the 
theatre  when  an  unidentified  woman  walk- 
ing rapidly  ran  into  him  at  right  angles, 
tripped  him  and  threw  him  to  the  pave- 
ment. He  has  been  connected  with  theatres 
about  25  years. 


Curtiz  on  "Sea  Hawk" 

Hollywood  — Next  assignment  for 
Michael  Curtiz,  following  “Four  Wives,” 
at  Warner  will  be  “The  Sea  Hawk,”  in 
which  Dennis  Morgan  will  feature. 


Memphis — Effective  August  25,  Alton 
Sims  took  over  the  booking  department  of 
the  local  Robb  & Rowley  office,  which  has 
been  handled  for  the  past  six  months  by 
Ed  Rowley  jr.  Sims  has  been  with  the 
organization  for  several  years  in  the  Little 
Rock  office.  Ed  jr.  is  going  to  college. 

Sims  is  the  brother  of  Bill  Sims,  who 
opened  the  local  R&R  office  and  did  the 
booking  until  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Dallas  office  and  Ed  jr.  came  to  Memphis. 
This  office  handles  the  bookings  for  the 
Little  Rock  houses,  first  and  suburban 
runs:  Magnolia,  Arkadelphia,  Malvern, 
Benton  and  Beauxite,  Ark. 

Assign  Hershiield  Over 
Two  in  Chattanooga 

Chattanooga — Samson  Hershfield,  for 
the  past  several  months  manager  of  the 
Riviera  Tlieatre  in  North  Chattanooga,  has 
been  made  joint  manager  of  the  Riviera 
and  Park  theatres. 


Will  Open  Missouri  House 

Hornersville,  Mo. — Lyle  Richmond  and 
Johnny  Mohrstadt  are  opening  a new  the- 
atre, the  Strand,  here.  The  house  will  seat 
300. 


Judsonia  Repairs  Finished 

JuDsoNiA,  Ark. — Remodeling  has  been 
completed  on  the  Judd  Theatre.  'The  in- 
terior and  exterior  were  repainted  and  re- 
decorated. 


SAVE  EVERY  DOLLAR  YOU  CAN 


With  low  summer  grosses  caused  by  soft  ball 
games- — hot  weather — vacations — and  a thousand 
other  excuses — it  is  the  time  for  you  to  save  every 
dollar  you  can  in  every  way  you  can  ...  By  con- 
centrating your  supply  purchases  now  with 

WIL-KIN 

The  supply  house  of  the  south  that  keeps  prices 
down  to  the  minimum  on  all  quality  merchandise. 
A trial  order  will  prove  to  you  that  you  can  save 
many  supply  dollars. 

Next  time  try 


WIL-KTN 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTL 
Phone  8620 


‘Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film’ 
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JJDDIE  SOBOL,  Jesse  Lasky’s  casting  and 
musical  director  from  Hollywood,  was 
in  town  last  week  with  the  “Gateway  to 
Hollywood”  company  on  the  Majestic  The- 
atre stage.  Among  the  local  girls  vieing 
for  a chance  to  work  in  pictures  were 
Gladyce  Carlson,  Libby  Lande,  Jeanne  Kel- 
ler, Angela  Floyd,  Lillian  Laughlin,  Re- 
gina Cassidy,  and  Helen  Teale. 

Andy  Rodriguez  is  producing  and  direct- 
ing the  “International  Revue”  ivith  local 
and  foreign  talent.  The  stage  show  is  play- 
ing one  nighters  including  several  mid- 
night stands. 


The  new  lineup  of  talent  at  the  Joy 
Theatre  includes  the  following : Misses 
Blanche  Ryan,  Mary  Bradley,  Thelma  Woo- 
ten, Jewel  Morgan,  Patty  Laughlin,  Fran- 
celle  De  Viney,  Lilly  Laughlin,  Virginia 
“Ginger”  Franz  and  Betty  Lee. 


eign  Film  Exchange,  handling  Spanish 
product,  was  short  lived  in  Dallas,  we  are 
informed,  and  now  the  firm  has  been  taken 
over  by  Azteca  Films. 

Another  Czechoslovakian  film,  “Divoch,” 
was  shown  at  the  Highland  Theatre  Sun- 
day morning  for  the  Czech  population  on 
the  south  side  of  San  Antonio  . . . The 
J.  G.  Long  circuit  recently  opened  two 
new  houses  in  south  Texas.  They  mclude 
the  New  Theatre  in  Bishop  and  the  new 
Spanish  Theatre  in  Taft.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  latter  situation  will  run 
Mexican  talking  pictures  at  intervals. 

John  T.  Floore’s  mother,  who  resides 
in  Ti’oup,  Tex.,  has  been  ill.  The  Texas 
theatre  manager  was  a recent  visitor  here 
. . . Vacation  notes:  Emily  Williams,  sec- 
retary in  the  Interstate  publicity  depart- 
ment here,  is  off  to  the  San  Francisco 
Fair,  and  Chester  Nunn,  chief  of  service 
at  the  Aztec  Theatre,  is  back  on  duty  after 
a vacation  here  and  there. 


» A IIL  IIL  A 

(Continued  from  page  96) 
that  of  Miss  Lucille  Sorenson,  daughter 
of  Henry  Sorenson,  who  will  he  wedded 
on  September  29  to  Ray  Townes,  an  as- 
sistant chief  engineer  for  the  Interstate 
Circuit.  More  than  a month  in  advance, 
the  well-known  couple  is  being  congratu- 
lated. 

Other  marital  note  is  the  approaching 
marriage  of  Hugh  Owen,  United  Artists 
branch  manager,  who  soon  will  wed  a Dal- 
las socialite,  he  being  one  himself  if  you 
follow  society  columns.  Orchids  are  be- 
ing imported  for  this  occasion,  it  is  said. 

O.  L.  Smith  of  Alto  was  on  the  Row 
speeding  things  up  for  the  Alto  Theatre, 
which  has  just  had  its  “face”  lifted  and  its 
“body”  overhauled.  A new  marquee  of 
modern  design  was  installed. 


Among  the  recent  Paramount  exchange 
visitors  were  Carl  Johnson,  Arcadia  The- 
atre, Floresville,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clay- 
ton Schmidt,  State  Theatre,  Pontatoc,  who 
were  proudly  displaying  their  new  young- 
ster of  four  or  five  months  old  . . . Other 
callers  seen  around  the  Interstate  city  of- 
fice included  Raymond  B.  Willie,  district 
manager,  Dallas,  and  Ray  Erlenborn,  sound 
technician  ivith  Lasky’s  radio  revue  which 
played  the  Majestic  Theatre  last  week. 

Anita  Louise  spoke  before  the  San  An- 
tonio Rotary  Club  Friday  noon  in  place  of 
Jesse  Lasky  who  was  delayed  on  his  ar- 
rival from  Houston  . . . Jack  H.  Adams 
of  Adams  Film  Exchanges,  Dallas,  was  in 
recently  for  a chat  with  J.  J.  Jimenez  at 
the  Azteca  Films  office  here.  The  For- 


The Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 

iyV4Vs  Morris*  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


New  Austin  Opened 

Austin,  Tex. — The  new  Austin,  seventh 
Interstate  theatre  for  this  city,  opened  in 
the  south  neighborhood  with  fitting  cere- 
monies. The  new  and  modern  theatre 
comes  under  direction  of  Louis  Novy,  city 
manager,  who  promoted  Francis  Vickers  to 
house  manager  of  the  Austin. 


Terrells  Buy  Menlo 

Murfreesboro,  Ark. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al- 
ton Terrell  are  the  new  owners  of  the 
Menlo  Theatre  here.  They  recently  bought 
the  house  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V.  B.  Lewis, 
who  operated  the  theatre  for  several 
months. 


Theatre  Installs  Tiling 

Springdale,  Ark. — Tiling  to  cover  the  en- 
tire east  and  west  walls  of  the  auditorium 
is  being  placed  in  the  Concord  Tlieatre 
here. 


Cards  announcing  the  opening  of  Sack 
Amusement  Enterprises  New  York  branch 
at  723  Seventh  Ave.,  have  been  received. 
The  lower  right  hand  corner  of  the  folder 
carried  the  name  of  Lester  J.  Sack,  branch 
manager.  The  company  was  foimded  in 
1919,  is  now  incorporated  and  first  opened 
in  Texas  at  San  Antonio,  moving  the  home 
office  to  Dallas  last  year.  Sack  announces 
national  distribution  of  all  Negro  cast  pic- 
tures from  its  four  offices  in  Dallas,  At- 
lanta, Chicago  and  New  York. 

Film  and  theatre  Rows  will  be  well  rep- 
resented as  usual  at  the  Cotton  Bowl  foot- 
ball classic  on  Labor  Day  night  when 
Green  Bay  Packers  clash  with  the  All-Star 
ex-collegiates.  Film  men  always  have 
added  color  and  much  revenue  to  the  foot- 
ball cause  in  Texas.  The  Variety  Club  has 
50  choice  tickets  at  $3.30  each. 

The  new,  bigger  and  better  Variety  Club 
rooms  will  be  ready  in  the  Adolphus  the 
last  week  in  August  and  that  regular 
weekly  luncheons  on  Mondays  will  be  re- 
sumed probably  on  September  11  with 


GREATtTr  NATURAL  IN  YEAK  ★ <;fN7ATlONAL 
T+4EATP1  ATTRACTION  ★ BREAKING  ALL 
RICOR09  ★ fUbliJt.iklLLI  ★T4-IRILLSI!  ★ 


Hollywood  is  a skill-game  natural! 

A sure  ticket  for  closed  territories.  That's  why  theatre  ovmers  in  territories 
where  other  types  of  games  are  out,  are  using  HOLLYWOOD.  And  HOLLY- 
WOOD is  doing  one  sweet  job.  It's  bringing  back  the  old  crowds  . . . stand- 
ing them  in  the  aisles  . . . and  setting  new  records  at  the  box  office!  No  two 
ways  about  it — no  matter  what  the  conditions  are  in  your  territory — you  are 
on  the  right  track  with  this  popular  skill-game  attraction.  Write  us  today 
about  our  new  Free  Test  Plan.  It  is  understood  you  are  under  no  cost  or 
obligation. 

HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY,  Inc. 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue 
CHICAGO.  ILLINOIS 
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Proof  They  Went  Fishing — 

A.  C.  Bromberg,  president  of  Republic  Pictures  of  the  Southeast,  invites 
Atlanta  Filmrow  armchair  Waltonites  to  have  a squint  at  these  views  along 
the  Gulf,  results  of  a recent  trip.  At  the  left  are  Bromberg,  in  white 
trousers,  and  Leo  Seicshnaydre,  manager  of  the  Republic  New  Orleans 
branch.  Center  is  Ed  Ortte,  Clermont  Harbor,  Miss.,  exhibitor,  who  formerly 
worked  for  Bromberg,  and  a few  of  his  many  friends.  At  the  right, 
Seicshnaydre  on  kitchen  police  near  the  dinner  deadline. 


definite  announcement  to  come  later.  In 
the  meantime  Miss  Bonnie  Long,  execu- 
tive secretary,  took  a vacation  trip  to  Mon- 
terey. 

Rubin  Frels  was  in  town  from  Victoria 
in  between  suits,  as  it  were.  He  had  a case 
in  court  there  last  week  and  it  comes  up 
again  Monday  which  conveniently  gives 
him  a chance  in  between  to  do  booking  for 
his  circuit.  Frels  has  given  the  courts  more 
business  than  probably  any  other  Texas 
exhibitor,  his  present  controversy  being 
with  the  Griffith-Long  setup.  In  the  mean- 
time, Frels  has  been  able  to  operate  about 
ten  theatres,  raise  a family,  and  now  has 
plans  to  build  a fine  new  home  in  Victoria. 

J.  C.  Clemmons  of  Beaumont,  retired 
from  active  exhibition,  paid  the  Row  his 
second  casual  visit  during  the  week  since 
his  inactivity.  While  in  town  he  met  one 
of  his  sons,  Tom  Clemmons,  now  of  the 
Cactus  in  Pecos.  Young  Tom  and  Joe 
Clemmons  jr.,  recently  purchased  the  Cac- 
tus in  Pecos  and  Alpine  and  the  Tower  in 
Monahans.  When  the  former  was  asked  if 
they  had  acquired  additional  theatres  he 
said  no,  but  we  are  trying  to  get  them. 

V.  E.  Hamm,  Wichita  Fall’s  independent 
exhibitor,  who  has  been  in  the  limelight  re- 
cently, was  on  the  Row  Tuesday  setting  in 
product  for  his  three  subsequent  run  the- 
atres there. 

Lloyd  Rust,  the  Republic  manager,  is 
back  on  the  job  minus  an  appendix.  Slight 
of  stature,  the  ordeal  pulled  him  down  a 


little  way  which  didn’t  last  long  as  Lloyd 
is  again  singing  the  praises  of  Gene  Autry 
to  exhibitors. 

M.  S.  White,  former  Dallas  exhibitor  and 
exchange  manager  before  that,  had  blue- 
prints of  a new  theatre  he  said  he  is  going 
to  build  in  a Fort  Worth  neighborhood, 
but  he  didn’t  name  the  area.  The  prints 
showed  large  seating  capacity  with  a bal- 
cony of  over  500  seats.  White  said  some- 
thing about  his  signing  an  agreement  at 


the  time  he  sold  three  theatres  to  Inter- 
state that  he  would  not  operate  in  Dallas 
within  five  years.  Hence  the  Ft.  Worth 
house. 

Another  new  Texas  theatre  to  carry  con- 
siderable investment  will  be  that  of  L.  M. 
Threet  who  is  about  ready  to  start  on  con- 
struction in  Port  Arthur  following  suc- 
cessful opening  of  his  Jacksonville  theatre. 
Plans  for  this  house  have  been  drawn  by 
Pettigrew  and  Worley. 


MODERN  SOUND 
AT  LOW  COST— 


NOW! 


HERBER  BROTHERS 

"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

210  SOUTH  HARWOOD  DALLAS,  TEXAS 


Makes  it  possible  for  every  exhibitor  to  give 
his  patrons  the  best  sound  available.  Why 
continue  to  run  the  old  sound  system,  which 
should  have  been  replaced  years  ago,  when 
you  can  install  the  Master-Model  Operadio 
so  easily  and  have  sound  comparable  to  any. 

Write  for  literature  and  prices,  and 
trade-in  proposition  on  old  sound. 
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Un  I'liQ  Alak 


STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


, SCANDAL.  SHKET — Edward  Norris,  Otto  Kruger, 
f-J  Ona  Munson,  Nedda  Harrigan.  John  Dilson.  Pro- 
O ducer;  Irving  Briskin.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

O 


DLONDIE  BRINGS  UP  BABY — Penny  Singleton, 
Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms,  Danny  Mummert, 
Daisy.  Producer:  Robert  Sparks.  Director: 
Prank  R.  Strayer.  Screenplay:  Gladys  Lehman. 

BEAVARP]  SPOOKS — Joe  E.  Browm,  Mary  Car- 
lisle, Marc  Lawrence,  Clarence  Kolb,  George 
Lewis,  Frank  Thomas.  Producer:  Robert  Sparks. 
Director:  Edward  Sedgwick. 


THE  3IAN  TRAILER— Charles  Starrett,  Bill  El- 
liot, Dick  Curtis,  Iris  Meredith.  Producer: 
Leon  Barsha.  Director:  Norman  Doming. 

THOSE  HIGH  (iREY  WALLS— Walter  Connolly, 
Onslow  Stevens.  Douglas  Fowley,  Iris  Meredith, 
Paul  Fi.x,  Stanley  Blystone,  Bernard  Nedell. 
Producer:  B.  B.  Kahane.  Director:  Charles 

Vidor. 


z 

o 


6 

s 


REMEMBER — Robert  Taylor,  Greer  Garson,  Lew 
Ayres,  Billie  Burke,  Lionel  Atwill,  George  Bar- 
bier,  Sara  Haden,  Paul  Hurst,  Reginald  Owen. 
Producer:  Milton  Bren.  Director:  Norman  Z. 
McLeod.  Original:  Norman  Z.  McLeod,  Corey 
Ford. 


BALAI^AIKA — Nelson  Eddy,  Ilona  Massey,  Charles 
Ruggles,  Lionel  Atwill.  Producer:  Larry  Wein- 
garten.  Director:  Reinhold  Schunzel. 


o 

a 

o 
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Sf'OrXS  OF  THK  AIR— John  Trent.  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds, Milburn  Stone.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Orig-inal:  Hal 
Forrest. 


FNTAMFD — Ray  Milland,  Patricia  Morison,  Akim 
Tamiroff,  Eily  Malyon,  William  Frawley,  Jane 
Darwell.  Producer:  Paul  Jones.  Director: 

George  Archainbaud. 

EMERGENCY  SQUAD — Louise  Campbell,  William 
Henry.  Producer:  Harold  Hurley.  Director: 

Edward  Dmytryk. 


o 

S 

^ RENO — Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick.  Producer: 

” Robert  Sisk.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

o 

M 
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'IHREE  SONS — Edward  Ellis,  Kent  Taylor,  Wil- 
liam Gargan,  Barbara  Pepper,  J.  Edward  Brom- 
berg, Alex  D’Arcy.  Producer:  Robert  Sisk.  Di- 
rector: Jack  Hively.  Original:  Lester  Cohen. 
Screenplay:  John  Twist, 

AIARSHAL  or  MESA  CITY — George  O'Brien,  Vir- 
ginia Vale,  Henry  Brandon,  Leon  Ames,  Chill 
Wills.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Director:  Dave 
Howard.  Screenplay:  Jack  Lait  jr. 


. HEROES  OF  THE  SADDLE — Robert  Livingstone, 
^ Duncan  Renaldo,  Raymond  Hatton.  Jacqueline 
^ Wells.  Producer:  Harry  Grey.  Director:  George 
Sherman. 


HEADLINE  NEWS  — Arleen  Whelan,  Michael 
Whalen.  Gordon  Oliver,  Charley  Grapewin.  Pro- 
ducer: Herman  Schlom.  Director:  Harold  Young. 
Screenplay:  Lionel  Houser,  Alice  Altschuler. 


X 

o 
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TOO  BLTSY  TO  WORK — Jed  Prouty,  Spring  By- 
ington,  Florence  Roberts,  June  Carlson,  Andrew 
Tombes,  Kenneth  Howell.  Producer:  Sol  Wurt- 
zel.  Director:  Otto  Brower.  Screenplay:  Stan- 
ley Rauh. 

20,000  MEN  A YEAR  — Randolph  Scott,  Mary 
Healy.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  A1 
Green.  Screenplay:  Owen  Francis,  Lou  Breslow. 


OF  MICE  .\ND  !MEN  — Burgess  Meredith.  Lon 
Chaney  jr.,  Betty  Field,  Charles  Bickford,  Noah 
Beery  jr.,  Leone  Roberts.  Producer:  Hal  Roach. 
Director:  Lewis  Milestone.  Original:  John 

Steinbeck.  Screenplay:  Lewis  Milestone. 


^ DESTRY  RIDES  AG.\IN— James  Stewart,  Mar- 
2 lene  Dietrich.  Producer:  Joe  Pasternak.  Di- 

S rector:  George  Marshall. 


LISTEN  KIDS — Johnny  Downs,  Constance  Moore, 
Edgar  Kennedy,  Paula  Stone,  Janet  Beecher, 
Marjorie  Rambeau.  Producer:  A1  Rogell.  Di- 
rector: A1  Rogell. 


CAI.L  A MESSENGER — Huntz  Hall.  Billy  Halop, 
Little  Tough  Guys,  Mary  Carlisle,  Larry  Crabbe, 
Milburn  Stone.  Victory  Jory,  Robert  Armstrong. 
Producer:  Ken  Goldsmith.  Director:  Arthur  Lu- 
bin.  Original:  Sally  Sandlin,  Michael  Kraike. 
Screenplay:  Arthur  T.  Herman. 


g 

n 
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FOUR  AVIVES — Priscilla  Lane,  Rosemary  Lane, 
Lola  Lane,  Gale  Page,  Eddie  Albert,  Jeffrey 
Lynn,  Fay  Bainter.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 
Screenplay:  Phillip  and  Julius  Epstein. 


THE  RO.UtING  TM'ENTIES  — James  Cagney. 
Humphrey  Bogart.  Ann  Sheridan,  Jeffrey  Lynn. 
Producer:  Sam  Bischoff.  Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 
Original:  Mark  Hellinger.  Screenplay:  John 
Wexley,  John  Huston. 
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Canada's  National  Film  Board 
Start  Due  Late  September 


Points  to  an  Escape 
From  Duals  Policy 

Toronto — The  solution  of  the  double- 
bill problem  is  within  the  power  of  the 
major  producing  companies,  according  to 
N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-president  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatres  Ass’n,  Toronto,  and 
managing  director  of  20th  Century  The- 
atres. 

In  an  interview  Taylor  suggested  that 
the  producers  should  aim  to  make  two 
types  of  pictures — the  Grade  “A”  smashes 
and  long  featurettes,  both  with  boxoffice 
names,  with  the  idea  in  mind  of  combin- 
ing one  of  each  in  a balanced  program. 
He  typed  the  “featurette'’  as  a “long- 
short”  of  approximately  four  reels  and 
would  use  it  as  a companion  film  for  the 
main  attraction,  the  length  of  program 
to  be  approximately  two  hours  and  15 
minutes. 

Taylor  recommends  this  principle  as  a 
substitution  for  a double  bill  of  two  “B” 
features  or  for  a program  consisting  of 
one  “A”  feature  and  an  assortment  of 
shorts  which,  he  declares,  are  “often  un- 
related” and  induce  a confused  blur.  The 
one  big  feature  and  an  attractive  long- 
short  would  provide  sufficient  length  and 
diversification.  The  single  feature,  with 
the  usual  shorts,  does  not  have  real  draw- 
ing power  unless  it  is  recognized  as  an 
exceptional  picture. 

Associated  Theatres  Meet 
Next  on  Ontario  Slate 

Toronto — One  more  convention  is  on 
the  tapis  for  Ontario  film  men,  the  re- 
maining fixture  being  the  annual  gathering 
of  managers  of  Associated  Theatres,  Ltd., 
a circuit  of  the  Province  which  is  linked 
with  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  The 
first  Associated  convention  was  held  in 
Toronto  in  1938  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  second  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Ontario  capital  with  the  date  quite  late 
in  the  fall.  Theatres  are  operated  in  To- 
ronto, Oshawa,  Belleville,  Ottawa,  Barrie, 
North  Bay,  Sudbury,  Hamilton,  St.  Cath- 
arines, St.  Thomas,  London,  Chatham  and 
other  cities. 

A change  in  personnel  has  taken  place 
in  the  transfer  of  H.  V.  Neun  from  the 
management  of  the  Royal  Theatre,  Wood- 
stock,  a Famous  Players  house,  to  that  of 
the  Granada  Theatre,  Chatham,  because 
of  the  death  of  J.  Walters,  manager  of 
the  Chatham  for  the  past  two  years. 

Following  the  appointment  of  G.  Fair- 
ley  as  manager  of  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
Belleville,  Ont.,  recently  reopened,  Dewey 
McCourt  has  been  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  assistant  manager  of  the  Pa- 
tricia Theatre,  London,  where  T.  Mc- 
Knight  presides  as  manager. 


"Elizabeth"  Follows  Turkey  Day 
Hollywood  — National  release  date  for 
“Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex”  has 
been  moved  by  Warner  to  November  23, 
the  new  Thanksgiving  Day  date. 


New  York  Visitor — 

D.  R.  Wilson  of  the  Roxy  and  Audi- 
torium theatres  at  Shawinigan  Falls, 
Que.,  as  he  visited  the  RKO  Radio 
World  Fair  headquarters  in  New  York. 
Mr.  Wilson  also  is  publisher  of  the 
Shaivinigan  Standard,  weekly  news- 
paper. 

Exhibitor-Publisher 
Sees  Trade  Pickup 

New  York — Business  conditions  in  the 
town  of  Shawinigan  Falls,  Que.,  though  20 
per  cent  below  average  now  should  be 
back  to  normal  by  the  end  of  the  year,  in 
the  opinion  of  D.  R.  Wilson,  showman  and 
publisher  of  the  Shawinigan  Standard  in 
the  Canadian  town. 

The  exhibitor-publisher  came  into  New 
York  for  the  Canadian  Weekly  Newspap- 
ers Ass’n  annual  convention  after  attend- 
ing the  Weekly  Newspaper  convention  in 
Niagara  Falls. 

Owner  of  the  only  two  theatres,  the 
Roxy  and  Auditorium,  in  the  town  of  25,- 
000  French  and  British  inhabitants,  Mr. 
Wilson  finds  his  audiences  prefer  musi- 
cals, westerns  and  dramas. 


Proudest  Moment 

Tilbury,  Ont. — Harland  Rankin,  man- 
ager of  the  Plaza  Theatre,  recently  re- 
turned from  a three-week  vacation  at 
Erieau,  Ont.  His  proudest  moment  was 
teaching  his  daughter  Nancy  how  to  swim. 
Nancy  recently  celebrated  her  sixth  birth- 
day by  entertaining  all  the  children  of 
Tilbury  to  an  annual  free  show. 


Montreal  — Canada’s  national  film 
board,  provided  for  in  legislation  passed 
during  the  last  session  of  the  Dominion 
Parliament,  is  expected  to  be  in  operation 
before  the  end  of  September.  Its  aim  will 
be  to  bring  Canada  and  the  rest  of  the 
Empire  closer  by  educational  films.  Ap- 
pointments to  the  board  to  be  announced 
soon  are  expected  to  include  one  or  more 
members  of  the  Dominion  cabinet,  some 
noted  civil  servants  and  outstanding  busi- 
ness and  professional  men. 

Supervises  Documentaries 

The  board  will  supervise  the  prepara- 
tion and  distribution  of  “documentary” 
films,  mainly  of  an  educational  nature,  for 
use  throughout  Canada  and  the  Empire. 
The  work  will  be  coordinated  with  similar 
activities  throughout  the  other  British  Do- 
minions. 

The  plan  for  the  board  was  worked  out 
chiefly  by  John  Grierson,  secretary  of  the 
imperial  relations  trust.  Grierson  is  en 
route  to  Australia  to  work  out  a similar 
plan  there. 

Films  prepared  under  the  supervision  of 
the  board  will  be  designed  to  show  the 
mode  of  life  and  work  in  various  sections 
of  Canada.  They  will  be  distributed  on  a 
Dominion-wide  basis  in  a plan  designed 
to  show  Canadians  of  each  sections  just 
how  those  in  the  other  sections  work  and 
live.  Similarly  they  will  be  sent  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  other  dominions,  in  ex- 
change for  the  same  type  of  motion  pic- 
tures from  those  places.  The  whole 
scheme  is  one  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
create  a better  understanding  among  Brit- 
ish people. 

Seven  on  Board 

Great  Britain  and  other  parts  of  the 
Empire  are  reported  to  be  eager  for  such 
films  from  Canada.  This  year’s  Canadian 
tour  of  Their  Majesties  has  aroused  great 
interest  in  things  Canadian  in  all  British 
countries,  and  there  is  a demand  for  in- 
formation about  the  Dominion  which,  the 
government  believes,  can  be  furnished  best 
through  the  medium  of  the  screen. 

The  board  will  consist  of  seven  members, 
all  of  whom  will  give  their  service  free. 
There  will  be  one  administrative  director, 
who  will  be  a full-time  official  on  a salary. 
The  members  of  the  board  itself  will  con- 
sist of  two  cabinet  ministers,  two  senior 
civil  servants  and  three  outstanding  Ca- 
nadians. The  ministers  appointed  will  be 
Hon.  W.  D.  Euler,  minister  of  trade  and 
commerce,  under  whose  department  the 
present  government  motion  picture  bu- 
reau operates,  and  probably  Hon.  T.  A. 
Crerar,  minister  of  mines  and  resources. 

The  appointments  from  the  public  are 
being  considered  by  the  government.  An 
attempt  will  be  made  to  obtain  one  man 
prominent  in  the  educational  life  of  the 
country,  one  with  technical  knowledge  of 
the  motion  picture  industry,  and  a public- 
ist with  experience  in  the  dissemination  of 
propaganda. 
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See  Breach  Between  FP,  UA  Visual  Education  Is 
Knitting  After  Two  Years  Stressed  at  Meets 


By  MILTON  GALBRAITH 

Toronto — The  rumor  persists  along  the 
Toronto  Filmrow  that  United  Artists  Corp. 
of  Canada,  Ltd.,  and  Famous  Players  Ca- 
nadian Corp.  are  shortly  to  bury  the 
hatchet  after  a two-year  period  of  open 
warfare  during  which  the  UA  product  has 
been  sold  away  from  the  coast-to-coast 
chain  in  the  Dominion. 

Negotiations  have  been  proceeding,  it  is 
understood,  with  a view  to  resumption  of 
relations  between  the  major  film  distribu- 
tor and  the  circuit  company  in  time  for 
the  release  of  new  season  product  to  the 
chain  units  with  exceptions  in  a few  situ- 
ations. The  latter  include  a number  of 
long-term  contracts  with  leading  indepen- 
dent exhibitors,  it  is  said,  and  also  a pri- 
ority arrangement  in  Toronto  and  London, 
Ont,,  where  the  Loew  Theatres  have  long 
had  first-run  rights  for  United  Artists’ 
pictures  produced  in  the  United  States, 

First  indication  of  a change  in  policy 
was  the  release  of  “Four  Feathers,”  pro- 
duced by  Alexander  Korda,  to  the  Uptown 
Theatre,  Toronto,  large  Famous  Players’ 
unit,  where  it  has  just  concluded  a run  of 
three  weeks,  A previous  Korda  production, 
“Drums,”  had  also  played  at  this  theatre 
some  months  ago  but  this  came  as  the 
result  of  an  issue  raised  by  Nathanson 
revolving  around  the  exhibition  rights  to 
Korda  pictures  made  in  a five-year  period 
which  had  been  distributed  in  the  Domin- 
ion by  Nathanson’s  Regal  Films,  Ltd,,  prior 
to  the  taking  over  of  Korda  pictures  by 
United  Artists  in  Canada.  At  that  time, 
Nathanson  presented  the  claim  for  exhi- 
bition of  “Drums”  on  the  ground  that  pro- 
duction of  this  feature  had  been  started 
within  the  franchise  term  and  the  issue 
was  settled  with  an  agreement  that  the 
picture  would  have  first-run  at  the  To- 
ronto Uptown  instead  of  Loew’s,  Toronto, 
where  it  had  been  dated.  Elsewhere  in 
Canada  this  feature  played  theatres  other 
than  those  of  the  Famous  Players’  chain. 
Regarding  the  release  of  “Four  Feathers” 
to  the  Uptown,  H.  M,  Masters,  general 
manager  of  Canadian  United  Artists,  made 
the  brief  explanation:  “Korda  pictures  be- 
long to  the  Uptown.”  Currently,  “Four 
Feathers”  has  played  first-run  in  inde- 
pendent situations  such  as  the  Elgin  in 
Ottawa  and  the  Orpheum  in  Montreal  in 
opposition  to  FP  houses. 

In  the  light  of  current  rumors  in  re- 
liable quarters,  it  is  significant  that  United 
Artists  officials  were  in  attendance  at  the 
recent  national  conference  of  Famous 
Players  at  Niagara  Falls,  although  UA 
had  admittedly  been  selling  away  from  the 
circuit  in  its  entirety  with  its  own  product. 
These  representatives  included  Mr.  Mas- 
ters: Monroe  Greenthal,  director  of  pub- 
licity. New  York;  Sam  Glazer,  Toronto 
branch  manager,  and  Mike  Wilkes,  director 
of  exploitation,  Toronto.  Independent  ex- 
hibitors had  a field  day  with  “Wuthering 
Heights,”  “Captain  Fury,”  “Trade  Winds,” 
“Cowboy  and  the  Lady”  and  other  pro- 
ductions with  holdover  runs,  but  a new 
setup  is  on  the  horizon. 


Deal  Is  Signed — 

F.  E.  Peters,  right,  general  manager 
of  Dominion  Sound  Equipments,  Ltd., 
Montreal,  and  G.  L.  Carrington,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of 
Altec,  as  they  signed  an  agreement 
covering  interchaiige  of  technical  in- 
formation and  pertaining  to  sound  re- 
production and  other  theatre  equip- 
ment and  servicing  techniques. 

U,  S.  Thanksgiving  Day 
Moveover  No  Disturber 

Toronto — The  decision  of  President 
Roosevelt  to  move  the  date  of  Thanks- 
giving Day  in  the  United  States  this  year 
from  November  30  to  November  23  will 
have  no  effect  on  the  holiday  schedule  in 
the  Dominion,  one  reason  being  that  the 
Canadian  "rhanksgiving  is  held  in  the 
month  of  October  and  on  a Monday  so  that 
the  public  will  have  the  benefit  of  a long 
weekend.  No  proclamation  has  yet  been 
made  for  the  holiday  in  Canada  but  it  has 
been  anticipated  that  the  date  will  be 
Monday,  October  9,  which  is  approximately 
mid-way  between  Labor  Day  in  September 
and  the  observance  of  Armistice  Day,  No- 
vember 11,  also  a statutory  holiday. 

Originally,  the  theatre  owners  were  not 
particularly  enthused  about  the  official 
preference  for  Monday  as  a general  holi- 
day but  the  eventual  success  of  Sunday 
midnight  shows  during  a holiday  weekend 
has  been  a matter  of  appeasement,  the 
midnight  performance  before  Thanksgiving 
Day  being  one  of  the  best  of  the  year. 

The  fact  is  that  Canada  has  a general 
holiday  for  practically  every  month  of 
the  year  and  there  has  even  been  a com- 
plaint that  the  country  has  too  many 
of  ’em.  The  Province  of  Quebec  has  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  a record  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a whole  series  of  religious  holidays 
which  are  widely  observed,  these  includ- 
ing Ascension  Day,  All  Saints  Day,  Feast 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  Feast  of  Concep- 


Montreal — Utility  of  motion  pictures  in 
the  education  of  the  young  was  stressed 
at  conventions  in  Montreal  and  Toronto. 
The  Quebec  Women’s  Institute  gathered  at 
Ste.  Anne  de  Bellevue  and  viewed  educa- 
tional films  presented  by  C.  R.  Harnett  of 
Associated  Screen  News,  and  in  Toronto. 
50  school  teachers  gathered  in  the  Royal 
Ontario  Museum  began  a study  sponsored 
by  the  provincial  department  of  educa- 
tion on  the  use  of  motion  pictures  in 
schools.  The  Ontario  classes  are  being 
conducted  by  G.  J.  Cons,  a London,  Eng- 
land, expert.  One  group  of  teachers  is 
studying  the  operation  of  projectors,  and 
another  the  editing  of  films  to  insure  de- 
sirable sequence  and  content  of  material. 


Another  Veteran — 

Here  we  have  E.  J.  “Jack”  Laver,  one 
of  the  old-timers  in  point  of  service 
with  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
and  manager  of  the  Bloor  Theatre, 
Toronto  unit  of  the  chain,  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  Laver  is  one  of  the  orig- 
inal employes  of  the  circuit,  having 
been  an  “original”  of  21  years  ago 
when  President  N.  L.  Nathanson  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  coast-to-coast 
chain.  Laver  was  first  at  the  Garden 
Theatre,  College  Street,  Toronto,  cur- 
rently dark,  and  successively  mana- 
ger of  different  Toronto  houses,  spend- 
ing years  at  the  Belsize  before  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  Bloor  which  is  con- 
sidered a “hot  spot”  because  of  local 
competition.  He  is  also  an  active 
community  worker. 


tion,  and  Epiphany,  to  which  can  be  add- 
ed Mardi  Gras,  preceding  Ash  Wednesday 
in  February  which  is  a day  of  abstinence. 

Even  the  month  of  August  has  a day  off 
in  Civic  Holiday  which  is  proclaimed  in- 
dividually by  the  municipalities. 
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THE  Capital,  manager  Harold  Bishop 
tied  up  “Second  Piddle”  with  all  the 
roller  skating  rinks,  the  sports  clubs  and 
the  music  stores  for  the  songs  angle.  He 
is  playing  the  current  March  of  Time  for 
the  news  interest  using  a newspaper  slo- 
gan: Is  England  Prepared? 

At  the  Metropolitan  Don  Gauld  is  get- 
ting his  house  into  ship-shape  for  the 
fall  season,  sprucing  up  his  theatre  both 
inside  and  out.  Gauld  is  doing  a job  of 
painting  and  cleaning  and  seeing  to  it  that 
his  seats  and  carpets  are  in  first  class 
shape. 

Harold  Bishop  announces  that  beginning 
in  September  girl  ushers  at  his  house  will 
be  replaced  by  boys.  The  move  is  being 
made  because  it  is  believed  boys  will  be 
better  able  to  handle  the  crowds  at  the 
house. 

J.  Miles,  president  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  has  returned  from  a stay  at  Watrous, 
Sask. 

Eddie  Newman  of  the  Lyceum  has  gone 
to  New  York  on  vacation.  Accompanying 
him  are  Ken  Beach,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Western  Theatres,  and  Bernard  Beach, 
doorman  at  the  Capitol.  Cecil  Brusgard, 
Crescent  manager,  is  running  the  Lyceum 
in  Eddie’s  absence. 

Heavy  newspaper  publicity,  showing  that 
some  advance  man  is  on  the  job,  heralds 
the  coming  of  the  “Folies  Berg  ere”  which 
plays  the  Walker  on  August  26,  28  and  29 
. . . "Four  Feathers”  at  the  Garrick  has 
been  held  over  for  a second  week. 

At  Helmer  Jernberg’s  Bijou  the  French 
film,  “Grand  Illusion,”  played  to  fine 
houses  and  is  expected  to  return  for  a 
second  engagement.  Frank  Morris,  film 
critic  of  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press,  gave  it 
the  best  review  a film  has  had  here  for 
a long  time. 

"Nurse  Edith  Cavell"  Is 
Premiered  at  Exhibition 

Toronto — A gala  occasion  was  the  Cana- 
dian premiere  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  as 
an  opening  feature  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Exhibition,  when  Anna  Neagle,  in 
the  title  role  of  the  picture,  was  intro- 
duced in  person  before  a large  and  dis- 
tinguished assembly  representing  all  classes 
of  society,  the  screening  taking  place  in 
the  band  shell  at  the  Exhibition  Park  in 
conjunction  with  the  official  opening  of 
the  Government’s  Building  of  the  big  an- 
nual fair.  An  added  attraction  was  a con- 
cert by  the  band  of  His  Majesty’s  Royal 
Marines  from  England  which  has  been 
specially  engaged  for  the  15  days  of  the 
national  exposition. 

Invitations  for  the  function  were  issued 
by  the  British  empire  overseas  branch  of 
the  Toronto  board  of  trade  and  the  official 
representatives  of  the  governments  of  Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand,  South  Africa  and  In- 
dia, the  ceremonies  being  performed  by 
Sir  Gerald  Campbell.  K.C.M.G.,  high  com- 
missioner for  the  United  Kingdom  to  Can- 


Toronlo  Trade  Unites 
For  Golf  Tourney 

Toronto — All  branches  of  the  film  busi- 
ness had  a part  in  the  success  of  the  first 
annual  golf  tournament  of  the  industry 
at  the  Oakdale  Golf  Club  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  Film 
Section,  approximately  50  engaging  in  the 
competition  for  the  N.  L.  Nathanson  team 
trophy. 

The  winners  turned  up  in  the  foursome 
entered  by  United  Artists  Corp.,  Ltd.,  the 
second  team  being  Famous  Players  Ca- 
nadian Corp.  The  1939  champions  com- 
prised H.  M.  Masters,  Canadian  general 
manager  of  UA;  Dave  Axler,  Pete  Myers 
and  Dick  Tarshis,  the  win  being  largely 
due  to  the  sensational  score  registered  by 
Masters.  Enjoying  a handicap  of  20,  Mas- 
ters played  the  18  holes  in  85,  which  gave 
him  a net  of  65  which  placed  him  in  the 
Gene  Sarazen  class. 

The  Famous  Players’  quartet  answered 
the  following  roll  call:  Charles  Dentel- 
beck,  supervisor  of  projection;  Ben  Whit- 
ham,  manager  of  the  Toronto  Uptown, 
and  Bob  Eves,  manager  of  the  local  Oak- 
land Theatre. 

Eves  won  first  prize  in  the  special  long 
driving  contest  while  Dentelbeck  officially 
was  recorded  as  the  winner  of  the  low 
net  and  Myers  of  United  Artists  walked 
off  with  low  gross,  being  the  dark  horse 
of  the  tourney. 

Later  a dinner  was  held  at  which  the 
N.  L.  Nathanson  trophy  was  formally  pre- 
sented by  N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-president  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n,  Toronto, 
in  the  absence  from  the  city  of  the  chain 
president. 


ada.  Miss  Neagle  was  accompanied  by 
Herbert  Wilcox,  producer  and  director,  and 
leading  officials  of  RKO  Radio  Pictures 
were  also  in  attendance.  Many  distinguish- 
ed Canadians  and  members  of  the  foreign 
diplomatic  corps  were  guests  while  a huge 
crowd  of  other  persons  made  use  of  the 
public  accommodation  for  the  screening. 


Television  Demonstration 
Also  a Fair  Feature 

Toronto — A further  attraction  at  the 
Canadian  National  Exhibition,  in  addition 
to  the  first  pubiic  demonstration  in  Canada 
of  television,  the  presentation  of  moving 
pictures  of  the  Royal  Tour  and  the  Ca- 
nadian premiere  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell” 
was  revealed  just  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  Dominion  fair  when  arrangements 
were  completed  for  the  demonstration  of 
facsimile  wireless  equipment  and  also  ma- 
chines for  the  transmission  of  tele-photos, 
both  of  which  are  being  shown  for  the 
first  time  in  Canada. 

This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  films 
have  been  featured  at  the  C.N.E.  and,  with 
the  initial  demonstration  of  various  meth- 
ods of  communication  through  the  em- 
ployment of  radio  and  land  lines,  this 
61st  consecutive  year  of  the  fair  has  been 
officially  designated  as  “Transportation 
and  Communications  Year.” 


■pHE  Pioneer  Community  Club,  Pioneer 
Mines,  has  taken  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  theatre  there  with  the  secre- 
tary, James  Stewart,  as  active  manager. 
This  house  was  a unit  small  circuit  run  by 
C.  W.  Gough,  but  being  a company  enter- 
prise it  was  but  natural  that  its  opera- 
tion should  eventually  be  assumed  by  their 
own  club. 

Fred  Stephens  has  turned  over  the  man- 
agement of  the  Bralorne  Community  Club 
Theatre  to  H.  Mitchell.  The  club  and  the 
theatre  gave  Fred  an  outlet  for  his  energy 
and  organizing  ability,  but  not  big  enough, 
so  he  is  now  aiming  at  a seat  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Parliament. 

Fred  Guest,  owner  of  the  Stanley,  made 
a short  trip  to  Seattle  with  his  wife  and 
Miss  Amy  Scriven,  the  theatre’s  manager. 
He  has  made  an  extended  stay  but  is  ex- 
pected to  leave  soon  for  Hamilton,  Ont., 
where  he  has  other  theatre  interests. 

C.  E.  Doctor,  Domion  Theatre,  has 
strenuous  times  in  anticipation  when  a 
new  floor,  and  new  seats,  will  be  installed 
in  that  house.  This  work  will  be  done 
sometime  between  now  and  Christmas  with 
three  shifts,  and  no  pause. 

The  new  Point  Grey  theatre,  the  Var- 
sity, is  now  under  roof  and  the  construc- 
tion superintendent  expects  to  be  ready 
for  the  interior  decorations  in  three  weeks. 

The  Lido,  being  erected  on  the  site  of 
the  Princess,  is  progressing  rapidly  and 
should  be  all  closed  in  when  this  goes  to 
press.  The  owner’s  representative  states 
that  he  is  not  yet  ready  to  give  out  any 
information  regarding  the  policy,  or  the 
name  of  the  manager. 

Maynard  Joiner,  Capitol  Theatre,  is 
more  than  pleased  with  the  attendance 
during  the  two  weeks’  run  of  “Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips,”  despite  the  competition  of 
beautiful  summer  weather  which  drew 
crowds  to  the  beaches  and  parks. 


Mrs.  Marks  Is  Building 
Theatre  at  Ft  Erie 

Toronto — Fort  Erie,  Ont.,  opposite  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Niagara 
River,  is  to  have  a theatre  on  a site  which 
faces  the  Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie  ferry 
wharf. 

The  owner  is  Mrs.  L.  H.  Marks  who  is 
proceeding  with  the  erection  of  a theatre 
to  seat  750  persons  and  store  premises 
to  cost  $75,000.  Kaplan  and  Sprachman 
of  Toronto  are  the  architects. 

A theatre  is  being  erected  at  Eglinton 
Avenue  and  Dufferin  Streets  in  the  north- 
west outskirts  of  Toronto,  but  the  name  of 
the  owner  has  not  been  disclosed.  This 
project  already  is  above  the  ground  level, 
the  concrete  foundations  having  been 
completed. 


Host  British  Press 

Hollywood — Anna  Neagle  and  Herbert 
Wilcox  were  hosts  recently  at  a luncheon 
here  for  Hollywood  representatives  of  va- 
rious British  newspapers. 
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Says  "Free  Speech" 
Itself  Monopolized 

Toronto — Addressing  the  eighth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Canadian  Institute  of  Eco- 
nomics and  Politics,  Dr.  Max  Lerner  of 
Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass.,  de- 
clared that  the  press,  screen  and  radio 
had  beguiled  the  public  by  repeated  ref- 
erences to  freedom  of  speech  until  the 
people  had  granted  the  “opinion  indus- 
tries” a freedom  from  control  that  could 
be  regarded  as  dangerous  to  democracy. 

Declaring  that  the  government  should 
take  steps  to  break  the  capitalistic  mon- 
opoly of  the  three  great  influences  with 
their  abuse  of  power  by  the  adoption  of 
a system  of  control  which  would  provide 
opportunity  for  the  expression  of  opinion 
for  those  who  were  denied  the  use  of 
existing  channels.  “Drugs  and  food  are 
controlled,  so  why  not  ideas?”  he  asked. 
Dr.  Lerner  declared  that  the  press,  the 
film  industry  and  radio  in  all  parts  of  the 
democratic  world  had  been  welded  into  a 
vast  co-related  propaganda  machine  which 
worked  to  guide  public  opinion  along  lines 
acceptable  to  big  business  and  which  fore- 
doomed to  failure  any  attempts  at  re- 
form which  were  not  approved  by  the 
vested  interests. 

All  three  were  basically  capitalistic  and 
monopolistic.  Dr.  Lerner  declared.  Pub- 
lishing enterprises,  film  companies  and 
the  radio  chains  were  all  multi-million 
dollar  businesses  and  this  fact  tended  to 
create  a class  monopoly,  with  the  result 
that  opinions  not  favored  by  the  big 
money  groups  were  not  presented  in  the 
press  or  by  the  screen  and  radio,  all  of 
whom  were  opposed  to  President  Roosevelt 
in  the  United  States  for  instance.  Among 
the  results  were  a wave  of  anti-radicalism, 
a rising  anti-Semitic  feeling,  an  anti-alien 
movement  and  an  anti-organized  labor  de- 
velopment. There  was  also  an  attack 
against  constituted  government,  accom- 
panied by  ridicule  for  the  legislators  as 
“a  bunch  of  talkers.”  This,  in  the  end, 
might  defeat  democracy  itself. 


Find  a Film  Flavor  Aids 
In  Financing  Beneiits 

Toronto — Special  events  in  Toronto  cur- 
rently organized  by  the  Toronto  Daily  Star 
for  its  fresh  air  fund  to  finance  outings 
for  underprivileged  children  have  a film 
flavor. 

In  a radio  broadcast  to  dig  up  extra 
dollars  for  the  charity,  a guest  artist  of 
film  prominence  was  Shirley  Ross  of  Para- 
mount whose  visit  was  given  plenty  of 
space  in  the  newspaper. 

For  the  first  time  on  record,  an  open- 
air  film  show  was  held  at  the  summer  re- 
sort on  Centre  Island,  opposite  the  To- 
ronto harbor  front,  in  aid  of  the  Star  fund 
when  a revival  program  was  presented 
consisting  of  “Evergreen,”  with  Jessie  Mat- 
thews, and  several  shorts.  There  has  never 
been  a moving  picture  show  on  the  mu- 
nicipally-owned island  which  provides  a 
land-locked  harbor  for  Toronto. 


QREATING  a record  for  the  current  sum- 
mer, “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  is  finish- 
ing its  fifth  week  at  Loew’s,  and  Phil 
Maurice,  the  manager,  is  receiving  both 
compliments  and  support,  .iustifying  his 
decision  to  lengthen  the  run  which  was 
originally  scheduled  for  three  weeks. 

Heterodox  views  on  Hollywood  films  and 
actors  were  voiced  to  Canadian  Corre- 
spondent M.  H.  Halton  by  a bevy  of  Turk- 
ish girls  who  were  guests  of  Canadian 
girls  in  London.  They  opined  that  many 
Hollywood  films  were  “dull.”  and  said  they 
got  lots  of  good  films  in  Turkey,  some 
of  them  home-made,  but  the  best  coming 
from  France  and  Russia.  They  liked  Greta 
Garbo. 

Local  cinema  managers  are  far  from 
displeased  that  the  series  of  outdoor  or- 
chestral concerts  on  Mount  Royal  has 
ended,  as  they  drew  crowds  which  other- 
wise might  have  helped  to  swell  the  rev- 
enues of  the  motion  picture  theatres. 

William  H.  Mannard  of  United  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  is  on  holiday.  So  is  S.  T. 
Demetre,  manager  of  the  Regent,  whose 
duties  are  being  taken  over  during  his 
absence  by  Beyi  Quelch.  assistant  mana- 
ger. 

Financial  reports  of  two  of  the  largest 
British  cinema  combines  present  a mark- 
ed contrast.  Associated  British  Picture 
Corp.,  capitalized  at  4,000,000  and  which 
controls  500  theatres,  shows  record  earn- 
ings and  repeats  its  20  per  cent  dividend, 
whie  the  6,250,000  Gaumont-British  Pic- 
tre  Corp.  which  controls  350  theatres, 
while  showing  some  improvement,  still  is 
unable  to  pay  ordinary  dividends. 

Charles  Rioux.  manager  of  the  Empire 
Theatre.  Que..  and  former  proprietor  of 
the  now-closed  Cambrai  m that  city,  in- 
vited Bernard  Sarrazin.  superintendent  of 
Quebec  provincial  police  and  Chief  of  Po- 
liee  A.  S.  Bigaouette  of  Quebec  City,  with 
their  lieutenants,  to  view  a gala  showing 
at  the  Empire  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy.” 

A Quebec  theatre  audience  had  an  un- 
expected thrill  the  other  night  when  a 
fugitive  from  the  police,  closely  pursued 
by  bluecoats,  dashed  into  the  darkened  au- 
ditorium and  mingled  with  the  crowd. 
Projection  was  halted  and  lights  switched 
up  while  the  police  sought  and  captured 
the  runaway. 

Newsreel  shots  of  the  visit  of  the  King 
and  Queen  to  Canada  will  replaee  Nazi 
propaganda  found  in  sixpenny  “poeket 
einemas”  imported  from  Germany  and 
sold  to  children  by  English  variety  stores. 
Officials  of  a chain  store  said  the  toys 
were  bought  in  the  former  Czechoslo- 
vakia. but  when  the  Nazi  propaganda  pic- 
tures were  found  inside,  further  orders 
were  cancelled  and  the  German  films  ex- 
tracted to  be  replaced  by  the  Royal  Visit 
shots. 

John  Grierson,  British  documentary 
film  expert,  member  of  Britain’s  Cinema- 
tograph Films  Council,  who  has  been  in 
Ottawa  noting  the  progress  of  the  Cana- 
dian Film  Board  which  he  inspired,  will 


visit  Hollywood  to  study  “the  new  vitality” 
which  he  says  characterizes  Hollywood 
film  studios.  He  notes  that  a new  gen- 
eration of  producers  has  arisen  who  in- 
ject authenticity  into  features  and  cap- 
ture public  interest  by  injecting  novelty 
into  shorts.  Of  special  interest  to  him  is 
the  favor  the  documentary  film  type  of 
play  is  meeting  in  the  United  States. 
Grierson  will  sail  for  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  after  his  Hollywood  visit. 

In  quest  of  specimens  of  the  White  Doll 
Sheep  of  Alaska  for  the  American  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History,  Michael  Lerner 
of  Neiv  York,  internationally  famed  big 
game  hunter,  and  Mrs.  Lerner,  noted 
sportswoman,  will  take  with  them  William 
J.  Oliver  of  Calgary  who  will  make  mo- 
tion pictures  of  the  habits  of  these  rare 
sheep  and  of  caribou  and  bear. 

Holidaying  at  Banff  and  Lake  Louise 
is  Dr.  Boris  Vladimir  Morkovin,  head  of 
the  department  of  cinematography  of  the 
University  of  California,  and  associate  of 
Walt  Disney.  Product  of  the  Moscow  Art 
Theatre,  he  worked  in  Prague  before  go- 
ing to  Hollywood. 

Mary  Bickford,  whose  last  film,  “Se- 
crets,” was  produced  in  1933,  will  make  a 
comeback  in  an  English  film  to  be  entitled 
“The  Bat”  which  will  go  into  production 
in  January  at  Denham  studios. 

Two  starlets  of  the  screen  and  radio, 
Jessica  Dragonette  and  Shirley  Ross,  do- 
nated their  services  to  the  Toronto  Star’s 
Fresh  Air  Fund  broadcast  in  aid  of  the 
city’s  underprivileged  waifs. 

Reproving  a newsreel  photographer  who 
took  a flashlight  picture  of  Premier  Du- 
plessis  of  Quebec  addressing  a conference 
of  Quebec  and  Dominion  officials  on  re- 
lief questions  at  Ottawa,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King, 
sternly  admonished  the  cameraman  not 
to  repeat  the  offense.  “This  is  not  a pub- 
licity performance.  It  is  a serious  busi- 
ness, affecting  the  lives  and  loell-being  of 
the  people,”  said  the  Dominion  Premier. 

Unique  amongst  American  film  direc- 
tors on  account  of  the  fact  that  she  has 
never  been  to  Hollywood,  Miss  Vyvyan 
Donner  of  New  York,  producer  of  fashion 
news  reels,  is  in  England  studying  fash- 
ions there.  She  provides  Movietone  News 
in  America  with  40  “clips”  a year  and  four 
Teclinicolor  ten-minute  shorts  showing 
beautiful  American  girls  parading  in  the 
latest  styles.  On  an  average  she  employs 
300  girls  a year,  and  altogether  she  has 
produced  500  films. 

“Exile  Express”  with  Anna  Sten  and 
Alan  Marshall,  has  been  making  the 
rounds  of  Confederation  Amusement  thea- 
tres. Miss  Sten’s  reappareance  was  hail- 
ed by  a good  many  admirers. 

S.  Morgan-Powell  bespeaks  hearty  sup- 
port for  Robert  J.  Flaherty’s  suggestion 
that  more  documentary  films  of  the  Ca- 
nadian scene  and  Canadian  people  should 
be  produced  in  the  Dominion.  “So  far,” 
he  comments,  “the  Canadian  Government 
seems  to  have  contented  itself  with  mak- 
ing a certain  number  of  scenics  and  in- 
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dustrial  films  which  do  not  interpret  the 
Canadian  people  to  the  people  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  Empire,  as  English  and 
South  African  documentary  films  do.” 

Walter  Pidgeon,  who  played  the  leading 
male  role  with  Maureen  O’Sullivan  in  “My 
Dear  Miss  Aldrich”  is  a native  of  Saint 
John,  New  Brunswick.  An  ardeiit  sports- 
man and  athlete,  he  is  6 feet,  3 inches  tall. 
His  studies  at  the  University  of  New  Bruns- 
wick were  interrupted  by  the  World  War 
and  he  served  overseas  with  the  65th  bat- 
tery Canadian  Field  Artillery.  There  he 
met  Elsie  Janis  and  helped  her  entertain 
the  troops  in  France,  later  accompanying 
her  on  a vaudeville  tour  of  the  United 
States  and  accompanying  her  to  England 
for  a six  months  run  of  the  revue  “At 
Home”  at  the  Shaftesbury  Theatre  in  Lon- 
don. He  entered  the  films  at  Hollywood 
in  1925  with  the  old  Universal  company. 

Praising  the  high  level  of  British  screen 
productions,  the  first  report  of  the  Brit- 
ish Films  Council  expresses  the  conviction 
that  “the  tide  has  turned”  in  regard  to 
British  film  prosperity.  “The  past  year,” 
it  says,  “has  witnessed  the  production  of 
British  films  of  the  highest  quality.  The 
direct  profits  which  the  makers  will  derive 
from  these  films  are  only  the  beginning 
of  the  advantages  which  the  British  film 
industry  can  expect  to  gain  from  them.” 

Ben  Garson,  proprietor  of  the  Midway, 
Montreal,  the  Palace,  Verdun,  and  other 
theatres,  has  been  on  the  sick  list  for  sev- 
eral weeks  and  is  recuperating  at  his  sum- 
mer home  in  the  Laurentian  Mountains 
. . . Arthur  Quintal,  booker  of  Empire- 
Universal,  is  on  holiday  in  the  Lauren- 
tians. 

The  Cambrai  Theatre  in  Quebec  City  is 
expected  to  reopen  about  September  1,  un- 
der the  management  of  Harold  Vance,  at 
present  manager  of  the  Midway,  Montreal. 
Vance  was  formerly  proprietor  of  a theatre 
in  Quebec. 

Filmrow  salesmen  who  occasionally  mo- 
tor down  to  Gaspe  will  miss  a familiar 
figure  on  their  next  trip.  Word  has  just 
been  received  of  the  death  of  an  exhibitor, 
Mrs.  R.  Leblanc,  of  the  Town  Hall  Cinema, 
Carleton  Centre. 

Montreal  office  of  Empire-Universal, 
under  the  leadership  of  Harry  Paynter, 
manager,  is  working  enthusiastically  on 
the  Universal  Testimonial  Drive  which 
commenced  August  5 and  finishes  October 
29.  The  local  office  hopes  to  be  in  the 
prize  money. 

Influence  of  Filmrow  is  seen  in  the 
nomenclature  of  a neighborhood  apart- 
ment house — the  “Deanna”  which  is  ad- 
jacent to  the  office  of  United  Amusement 
Corp.  . . . Motion  pictures  are  part  of 
the  entertainment  at  Notre  Dame  de 
Grace  open  air  “Bonfire”  theatre  weekly 
. . . Associated  Screen  News  head  office  is 
surrounded  by  a strip  of  garden  several 
hundred  feet  in  length. 

Orpheum  has  held  over  “Pour  Feathers,” 
Technicolor  film  of  the  Sudan,  for  a sec- 
ond week  . . . Monkland  Theatre  has  re- 
instituted revivals,  discontinued  during 
the  summer. 

Three  of  the  Confederation’s  theatres, 
the  Cartier,  Maisonneuve  and  Chateau, 


Where  Juvenile  Trade 
May  See  Films 

Ottawa — An  interesting  development 
in  the  province  of  Quebec,  where 
juveniles  under  16  years  of  age  are 
prohibited  from  entering  moving  pic- 
ture theatres  under  all  circumstances, 
is  found  in  the  holding  of  open-air  film 
shows  under  the  auspices  of  religious 
bodies  to  which  children  ore  admitted 
without  restriction  because  the  law 
does  not  apply  to  places  other  than 
recognized  theatres. 


are  showing  Parisian  films.  The  Cartier 
is  playing  “La  Marseillaise;”  the  Maison- 
neuve, “Le  Petit  Chose,”  “Les  Deux  Pa- 
pas” and  “Poissons  Inferneaux,”  and  the 
Chateau  “S.  O.  S.  Sahara”  and  Sacha 
Guitry  in  “Pasteur.” 

Lew  Ayars,  Celotex  acoustical  represen- 
tative for  eastern  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, has  been  in  town  conferring  with  of- 
ficials of  Dominion  Sound  Equipment  in 
connection  with  Acousti  Celotex  for  which 
Dominion  Sound  is  exclusive  agent  in 
Canada. 

F.  E.  Peters,  general  manager  of  Do- 
minion Sound  Equipment,  has  been  holi- 
daying at  Highgate  Springs,  Vt.  . . . E. 
Martmeau  of  the  Royal  Theatre,  V alley - 
field,  visited  Filmrow  in  comiection  with 
his  fall  booking. 

Directors  of  Hamilton  United  Theatres 


pRIENDS  will  be  interested  in  knowing 

that  J.  H.  Bustin,  owner  of  the  Im- 
perial Theatre,  Windsor,  N.  S.,  has  so  im- 
proved in  health  that  he  has  been  able 
to  leave  the  hospital  where  he  was  a pa- 
tient for  quite  a length  of  time. 

Jack  Kiely  of  Montreal,  owner  of  a num- 
ber of  theatres  in  Newfoundland,  has  taken 
over  the  Queen  Theatre,  St.  John’s,  Nfld., 
formerly  owned  by  J.  J.  Duff. 

Harold  E.  Gaudet  of  the  Capitol  The- 
atre, Summerside,  P.  E.  I.,  called  on  Film- 
row  when  in  town  for  the  Canadian  Open 
Golf  Championship.  Harold,  a former 
amateur  golf  champion  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  was  only  an  interested  spectator 
at  this  very  important  meet. 

The  employes  at  the  26th  Century-Fox 
offiee  are  very  jubilant  these  days,  having 
placed  second  among  all  the  branches  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States  in  a contest 
lasting  a year.  The  prizes,  which  are 
checks,  are  being  very  anxiously  aivaited. 

Stanley  LeBlanc  of  Wedgeport,  N.  S., 
is  planning  to  open  a theatre  there  and 
this  is  an  interesting  place  for  the  film 
salesmen  because  Stan  takes  them  tuna 
fishing,  when  they  have  the  time  to  spare, 
although  none  of  them  has  been  success- 
ful yet. 

About  10  or  12  employes  of  the  Film 
Centre  building  enjoyed  a cruise  on  the 


Studies  Possibilities  for 
Canadian  Production 

Ottawa  — Robert  J.  Flaherty,  former 
Canadian  and  prominent  as  a motion  pic- 
ture director,  scouted  the  possibilties  of 
producing  documentary  films  in  the  Ot- 
tawa district  and  consulted  Dominion  gov- 
ernment officials  during  a brief  visit  on 
his  way  from  England  to  the  United 
States  where  he  will  make  a picture  de- 
picting the  human  interest  side  of  the 
American  farmer  for  the  U.  S.  govern- 
ment. He  expressed  the  view  that  the 
Dominion  should  have  more  films  which 
reflect  the  Canadian  spirit  and  Canadian 
every-day  life — not  merely  scenics  or  a 
parade  of  industries  of  which  there  had 
been  a comparatively  large  number. 

This  was  similar  to  a view  expressed  by 
John  Grierson  of  London,  member  of  the 
Film  Advisory  Council,  who  inspired  the 
recently  created  National  Film  Board  of 
Canada. 


have  declared  the  regular  quarterly  divi- 
dend of  11/2  per  cent  on  the  preferred 
stock,  payable  September  30,  to  sharehold- 
ers of  record  August  31. 

When  the  transatlantic  flying  boat,  Ca- 
bot, left  Boucherville  airport,  near  Mon- 
treal, August  17,  she  carried  amongst 
other  express  parcels  a package  of  news- 
reel films  which  arrived  by  air  from  New 
York  for  transhipment  to  the  Cabot  which 
took  them  to  England  where  they  were 
screened  in  London  theatres  the  follow- 
ing night. 


Saint  John  river  on  a recent  evening  in 
the  “Margo”  owned  by  R.  G.  March,  26th 
Century-Fox  branch  manager,  and  a good 
time  was  had  by  all  until  the  return  trip 
when,  after  having  had  a full  moon  farther 
up  the  river,  a fog  descended  on  the  ivater. 
After  a very  indefinite  course,  the  boat 
piled  up  on  the  rocks  about  three  miles 
from  Saint  John  and  the  party  came  to 
town  by  taxi,  leaving  the  boat,  which  was 
unscathed,  to  be  pulled  off  at  the  next 
high  tide. 

Recent  visitors  to  Filmrow  included  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  V.  McLaughlin  of  the  Opera 
House,  Newcastle,  N.  B.,  and  J.  E.  Butler 
of  the  Imperial  Theatre,  Moncton,  N.  B. 

Options  on  6,000  Shares 
Taken  by  Nathanson 

Montreal — Montreal  Stock  Exchange 
has  been  advised  by  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  that  N.  L.  Nathanson  and  his 
nominees  have  exercised  their  options  to 
the  extent  of  6,000  shares,  reserving  the 
right  in  each  case  to  exercise  their  options 
in  respect  of  the  balance  of  5,000  shares  at 
any  time  between  now  and  January  15, 
1940. 

The  6,000  shares  which  were  taken  up 
form  part  of  an  option  on  a block  of  11,- 
000  shares  which  had  been  extended  from 
July  31,  1939  up  to  and  including  January 
15.  1940. 
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^^ALTER  P.  HAYNER,  Canadian  district 
manager  for  M-G-M,  has  so  far  re- 
covered from  the  attack  which  he  suffered 
shortly  after  the  Famous  Players  conven- 
tion that  he  has  been  removed  to  his  home 
in  Toronto  from  the  hospital  in  the  Geor- 
gian Bay  district. 

Spending  the  summer  quietly  in  his  na- 
tive Ontario.  Ned  Sparks,  dour  screen 
comedian,  has  been  staying  in  St.  Thom- 
as, London  and  Toronto.  He  has  had  sev- 
eral visits  with  his  old  friend.  Premier 
M.  F.  Hepburn  of  Ontario,  and  has  at- 
tended a number  of  ball  games  to  see  the 
Toronto  Leafs  in  action. 

The  Beryl  Scott  who  became  the  second 
bride  of  Johnny  Weissmuller  of  “Tarzan” 
fame,  is  a native  daughter  of  Toronto 
where  her  parents  were  formerly  in  busi- 
ness before  moving  to  California. 

It  has  been  an  interesting  race  between 
“Four  Feathers”  at  the  Toronto  Uptown 
and  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  at  Toronto 
Loew’s  with  honors  even.  Both  features 
were  held  over  for  a third  week — thus  prov- 
ing that  film  fans  have  become  good  shop- 
pers. Manager  Jack  Arthur  of  the  Up- 
toivn  returned  from  his  holidays  to  find 
that  all  was  well. 

Harry  S.  Dahn,  former  general  manager 
of  the  Hanson  circuit  in  Ontario,  hasn’t 
had  a worry  all  summer  for  his  near- 
permanent vacation.  He  has  spent  many 
weeks  at  his  summer  home  near  Fenelon 
Falls  where  the  fishing  is  always  good. 
He  has  not  announced  his  plans  for  the 
fall  other  than  a hunting  trip. 

Clair  Hague,  veteran  Canadian  Univer- 
sal special  representative,  was  greatly  up- 
set afterwards  when  he  learned  that  the 
competitors  in  the  first  annual  film  in- 
dustry golf  tournament  at  the  Oakdale 
Golf  Club  had  been  permitted  to  keep  their 
own  scores.  “I  could  have  won  the  low 
gross  that  way,”  he  remarked. 

Walter  Kennedy,  exploitation  specialist 
of  Empire-Universal,  won  the  special  prize 
for  high  gross  at  the  film  tourney.  It  was 
a handsomely  bound  book,  “How  to  Play 
Golf,”  with  many  illustrations. 

R.  J.  Harrison,  rnaiiager  of  the  Capitol 
at  St.  Catharines,  Ont.,  says  it  will  be 
September  2 before  the  extensive  alteration 
job  is  done  at  the  theatre,  or  six  weeks 
after  the  workmen  started  the  remodeling. 
The  main  changes  are  a new  front,  new 
marquee,  new  foyer,  new  chairs  and  com- 
plete redecorating. 

The  condition  of  Clarence  Robson,  east- 
ern division  manager  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  is  reported  unchanged  af- 
ter a month’s  illness  at  his  home. 

Frank  Fisher,  Toronto  branch  manager 
of  Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd.,  is  back 
after  a 10-day  vacation  on  the  Atlantic 
Coast  and  ready  to  direct  a selling  cam- 
paign on  “When  Tomorrow  Comes”  which 
is  to  be  given  a special  screening  for  the 
critics. 

Dick  Tarshis  of  Regal  Films’  Toronto 
office  is  a cousin  of  the  Tarshis  who  is 


rated  as  one  of  Canada’s  greatest  tennis 
stars — he  was  a member  of  this  year’s 
Canada’s  Davis  Cup  team.  Dick  plays  golf. 

Jack  Hunter,  Toronto  branch  manager 
of  Paramount  Film  Service,  is  one  of  the 
first  passengers  07i  the  recently  inaugu- 
rated plane  service  between  Toronto  and 
Ottawa  of  the  Trans-Caiiada  Airlines.  His 
old  home  is  at  Arnprior,  near  Ottawa. 

Gordon  Borneman,  proprietor  of  the 
Muskoka  Theatre  at  Gravenhurst,  was  a 
visitor  in  Toronto  and  reported  a busy 
season  at  this  summer  resort  town.  An- 
other exhibitor  from  the  Muskoka  district 
was  Les  H.  Vicary,  operator  of  the  Prin- 
cess and  Opera  House  at  Orillia.  The  Opera 
House  was  struck  by  lightning  recently 
during  a performance  but  the  damage  was 
Quickly  repaired. 

Leslie  Gregory,  who  recently  ope^ied  the 
Vogue  Theatre  at  Leamington,  reported 
that  each  one  of  the  300  contestants  who 
sent  in  a suggested  name  for  the  theatre 
had  been  given  a prise  of  a pass.  Two 
of  London’s  exhibitors,  W.  L.  Stewart  of 
the  Rex  and  B.  S.  McLeod  of  the  Elm- 
wood, were  also  Toronto  visitors.  From 
western  Ontario  came  Miltoii  Fallick  of 
the  Lyceum,  Hamiltoii,  and  Gordon  Cal- 
houn of  the  Capitol  at  Aylmer. 

Work  has  started  on  the  conversion  of 
a substantial  building  in  Ti’enton,  Ont., 
into  a theatre  which  will  be  operated  by 
20th  Century  Theatres,  Toronto,  of  which 
N.  A.  Taylor  is  the  directing  head.  It  will 
be  opposition  to  Famous  Players’  Trent 
Theatre. 

Under  a new  policy,  the  few  remaining 
theatres  of  the  Famous  Players  Canadian 
chabi  which  had  continued  with  female 
ushers  have  replaced  the  girls  with  young 
meii. 

Clair  Hague  is  proudly  displaying  the 
first  apples  from  the  young  trees  on  his 
new  farm  near  Weston.  Ont.,  having  joined 
the  growing  ranks  of  Toronto  film  execu- 
tives who  have  become  gentlemen  farm- 
ers in  recent  years. 

The  name  of  the  theatre  which  has  just 
been  opened  by  Gordon  Hogarth  at  Har- 
row, Ont.,  is  an  abbreviated  form  of  the 
name  of  the  town — “Haro.” 


Stopping  Pass  Seekers 


Toronto — James  R.  Nairn,  director  of 
advertising  for  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  Toronto,  has  compiled  a list  of  quo- 
tations from  the  Bible  for  the  guidance  of 
the  chain  managers  with  respect  to  the 
pass  question  at  the  respective  theatres. 
Under  the  heading  of  “They  shall  not  pass 
— Read  the  Scriptures,”  the  verses  are 
given  as  follows: 

“Thou  Shalt  not  pass,”  Numbers  XX. 

“None  shall  pass,”  Mark  XIII. 

“Though  they  roar,  yet  they  cannot 
pass,”  Jeremiah. 

“Beware  that  they  pass  not,”  II  Kings 
VI. 

“So  he  paid  the  fare  thereof  and  went,” 
Jonah  I. 


Dominion  Sound  Reports 
Installation  Increase 

Montreal — Indications  that  the  thea- 
tres of  Canada  are  going  to  make  an  earn- 
est effort  to  increase  business  by  keeping 
up-to-date  in  equipment  are  shown  by  the 
large  number  of  orders  placed  recently 
with  Dominion  Sound  Equipments,  Ltd. 
The  first  theatre  in  Canada  to  install  the 
new  Northern  Electric  Master  Mirrophonic 
sound  equipment  was  the  Maryfield  Thea- 
tre of  Maryfield,  Saskatchewan,  which 
opened  early  this  month. 

A new  theatre,  which  is  expected  to 
open  September  15,  is  the  Alexander  at 
Wallaceburg,  Ont.,  built  by  Tony  Allevato 
who  operates  the  Alexander  at  Rouyn,  Que. 
Dominion  Sound  is  installing  complete 
Northern  Electric  sound  equipment,  pro- 
jectors, lamps  and  associated  booth  equip- 
ment. 

The  Capitol,  Kingston,  Ont.,  a Famous 
Players  house,  is  being  equipped  with 
RCA  sound  and  will  open  early  in  Septem- 
ber. 

The  Regent,  Sudbury,  Ont.,  has  been  re- 
equipped with  the  new  Northern  Electric 
sound  equipment. 

Princess  Theatre,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont., 
operated  by  Charles  de  Paul,  opened  a few 
days  ago  with  new  RCA  sound  equipment. 
Two  Famous  Players  houses  in  Vancouver, 
the  Strand  and  the  Dominion,  have  been 
converted  to  Mirrophonic  sound,  and  an- 
other Famous  Players  theatre,  the  Tivoli, 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  has  ordered  RCA  soimd 
equipment. 

Jack  Adelson’s  Roxy  Theatre  at  Ste. 
Agathe-des-Monts,  Que.,  opened  August  19 
with  new  Northern  Electric  Mirrophonic 
sound  equipment  and  a pair  of  newly  in- 
stalled projectors. 

Owen  Sound  and  Chesley 
Theatres  Are  Robbed 

Toronto — Theatre  thieves  were  busy 
over  the  weekend  in  Owen  Sound  and 
Chesley,  Ont.,  securing  $500  in  cash  when 
they  smashed  the  safe  of  the  Classic  The- 
atre of  Owen  Sound,  the  amount  being 
receipts  on  hand  from  that  house  and  of 
the  Savoy  Theatre  in  the  same  town.  The 
robbery  was  discovered  when  the  manager, 
Chris  Georgas,  and  his  son,  Louis,  went  to 
the  Classic  Monday  morning.  No  clue  has 
been  discovered.  The  Classic  is  operated  as 
a unit  of  the  Famous  Players’  chain. 

What  is  believed  to  be  the  same  gang 
also  raided  the  Capitol  Theatre  at  Ches- 
ley where  a comparatively  small  amount 
was  taken. 

F-P  Dickering  lor  Tour  of 
Two  English  Stage  Units 

Toronto  — Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  is  negotiating  for  a Canadian  tour 
by  two  English  stage  companies  during 
the  coming  season,  bookings  being  pro- 
posed for  theatres  in  a number  of  thea- 
tres across  the  country  owned  or  con- 
trolled by  FP.  One  English  company 
which  is  ready  to  make  a tour  of  Canada 
is  headed  by  Philip  Merivale  and  Gladys 
Cooper.  Another  is  a unit  of  young  play- 
ers which  has  staged  a series  of  success- 
ful engagements  in  the  West  Indies. 
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Documentary  Films 
Boosted  by  Paper 

Winnipeg — Significant  of  the  interest 
aroused  in  the  place  played  by  the  films 
in  contemporary  life  which  greatly  was 
increased  by  the  recent  visit  here  of  John 
Grierson,  the  English  producer,  is  the  ap- 
pearance in  the  Winnipeg  Tribune  of  the 
following  article  by  Grierson.  Taken  from 
The  Fortnightly , London,  the  article  reads; 

“The  so-called  ‘documentary’  film  com- 
mands more  and  more  public  attention. 
That  word,  which  seemed  at  one  time  so 
ugly,  has  stuck,  and  the  documentary  film 
is  accepted  as  a definite  genre  of  ordi- 
nary film  production.  The  cinema  which 
builds  its  stories  out  of  the  humdrum  of 
daily  events  takes  its  place  with  the  cine- 
ma of  the  stars. 

“Many  of  us,  after  the  war,  thought  that 
the  old  pessimists  had  been  right  and  that 
citizenship  had,  in  fact,  become  a matter 
of  shadows.  The  world  had  become  very 
complex  and  civic  comprehension  difficult. 
We  saw  that  poverty  of  community  life 
went  hand  in  hand  with  the  lack  of  civic 
comprehension.  And  of  one  thing  we  were 
pretty  sure — that  the  old  stiff -backed  edu- 
cation system  was  not  doing  very  much 
to  help  to  comprehension. 

“As  it  happened,  the  film  had  its  spe- 
cial advantages.  It  could  command  mil- 
lions; it  had  the  power  of  simple  image; 
and  a few  pioneers  had  shown  us  the  de- 
scriptive way.  The  documentary  film  was 
an  essential  British  development.  Its  char- 
acteristic was  this  idea  of  social  use.  It 
has  prospered  because  the  need  was  not 
only  real  but  wide.  It  permitted  the  na- 
tional talent  for  emotional  under-state- 
ment to  operate  in  a medium  not  given  to 
under-statement. 

Presents  Our  Times 

“With  our  new  found  relationship  be- 
tween film  making  and  public  affairs  there 
were  so  many  fields  open  to  us.  The  first 
one  that  offered  itself  was  the  general 
post  office.  It  was  some  satisfaction  to 
take  those  letters  G.  P.  O.  and  make  them 
stand  for  what  is  most  progressive  in  the 
cinema.  We  got  behind  those  sorting  post 
office  letters  and  made  the  mere  process 
of  a huge-scale  organization  look  exciting. 
We  gradually  began  to  see,  behind  the 
infernal  penny-in-the-slot  detail  in  which 
the  post  office  is  so  symbolic  of  our  met- 
ropolitan civilization,  something  of  the 
magic  of  modern  communications.  We 
saw  the  paradox  of  nationalism  and  in- 
ternationalism behind  the  cable  service, 
the  choral  beauty  of  the  night  mail,  and 
the  drama  tucked  away  in  the  files  of  the 
ship-to-shore  radio  service. 

“The  documentary  idea,  after  all,  de- 
mands no  more  than  that  the  affairs  of 
our  time  shall  be  brought  to  the  screen 
in  any  fashion  which  strikes  the  imagina- 
tion and  makes  observation  a little  richer 
than  it  was.  At  one  level,  the  vision  may 
be  journalistic;  at  another,  it  may  rise 
to  poetry  and  drama.  At  another  level 
again,  its  aesthetic  qualities  may  lie  in  the 
mere  lucidity  of  its  exposition. 

“There  is  a complementary  development 
which  concerns  feature  films.  As  a result 
of  a movement  of  the  public  will  towards 


Gone,  Unless  Wanted 


Montreal  — Val  Gielgud,  self-styled 
“worst  actor  in  England”  prophesies  that 
in  half  a century  the  only  legitimate  thea- 
tres in  Britain  will  be  used  for  broadcast- 
ing television  plays — unless  the  public  de- 
cides it  wants  the  stage. 

Gielgud,  brother  of  the  famous  actor  - 
producer  John  Gielgud,  and  drama  director 
for  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.,  de- 
clared television  was  different  from  mo- 
tion picture  presentations  and  might  be- 
come more  interesting. 

“It  has  a close  affinity  with  the  theatre,” 
he  said,  “and  unless  the  theatre  pulls  up 
its  socks  convincingly,  I can  see  a time, 
say  50  years  hence,  when  the  only  thea- 
tres in  this  country  will  be  subsidized  by 
the  BBC  in  order  that  we  may  broadcast 
from  them. 

“That  is  the  hideous  outlook  you  have 
to  face  unless  you  and  your  children  de- 
cide the  theatre  is  worth  considerably  more 
than  it  is  proving  itself  worth  at  the  mo- 
ment.” 

Gielgud  explaining  his  uncomplimentary 
reference  to  himself,  said;  “I  was  not  only 
the  worst  actor  in  England;  I was  the 
only  really  bad  actor  who  realized  he  was 
a bad  actor;  I am  proud  of  the  fact  that, 
having  realized  I was  an  extremely  bad 
actor,  I ceased  to  be  an  actor.” 

The  BBC  television  studios  at  Alexandra 
Palace  in  North  London,  produce  two  or 
three  plays  a week,  some  written  origin- 
ally for  television,  and  make  a periodic 
“outside”  broadcast  from  the  stages  of 
legitimate  and  vaudeville  houses. 

Studio  productions  are  better  than  tele- 
vision from  the  theatres  largely  because 
television  depends,  like  the  movies,  on  nu- 
merous close-ups.  Close-ups  of  actors  on 
the  stage  show  distortion  of  features  due 
to  the  fact  the  actors  are  playing  to  a 
moderately  remote  audience,  whereas  the 
television  audience  sees  them  in  a close-up 
as  if  they  were  about  conversationally  dis- 
tance. 


authenticity  a new  spirit  of  realism  is  per- 
vading Hollywood.  One  need  not  bother 
to  argue  where  the  drama  of  recorded 
reality  ends  and  the  drama  of  enactment 
begins.  It  is  the  spirit  which  counts  and 
films  like  ‘Pasteur,’  ‘Zola’  and  ‘The  Good 
Earth’  are  good  to  have.  So,  too,  is  every 
new  figure  who,  like  Cagney  and  so  many 
of  Hollywood’s  small  part  players  is  cut 
out  of  authenticity  and  brings  it  to  the 
screen. 

“So,  too,  is  every  new  effort,  however 
ordinary  and  sentimental,  which  relates 
screen  romance  to  every  day  life.  Every 
drama  that  concerns  aeroplanes,  locomo- 
tives, ships,  buses,  hospitals,  factories, 
fights  with  bacteria,  telephone  breakdowns, 
city  environments,  social  problems,  and  the 
real  efforts  of  men,  represents  one  step 
forward  in  the  articulation  of  our  time. 

“What  opportunities  there  are!  And  not 
just  for  films.  Films  are  not,  in  them- 
selves so  very  important,  nor  are  the  art- 
ists who  make  them.  We  are  concerned, 
I believe,  in  the  greatest  mobilization  of 
the  public  imagination  since  the  churches 
lost  their  grip.  The  important  thing  is 
that  we  are  privileged  to  participate.” 


FP  Slarting  Early  on 
"Thrift  Tickets" 


Toronto — Plans  have  been  laid  by 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  for  the 
sale  of  “Theatre  Thrift  Tickets”  on  a 
quantity  price  basis  at  all  chain  houses 
across  the  Dominion,  the  new  combination 
books  to  be  offered  at  an  early  date  as  a 
permanent  inducement  for  block  booking. 
The  scale  of  thrift  admissions  has  not  been 
definitely  fixed,  it  is  understood,  but  it  is 
expected  that  the  books  of  tickets  wiU  be 
put  on  sale  at  the  beginning  of  September, 
a preliminary  announcement  having  been 
currently  advertised. 

On  a number  of  occasions  in  the  past, 
books  of  tickets  were  sold  by  FP  houses  for 
use  as  Christmas  gifts,  but  the  new  plan 
is  for  year-round  sale,  the  tickets  to  be 
acceptable  at  listed  theatres. 


Australian  Film  Quality 
Is  Severely  Censured 

Montreal — The  standard  of  films  exhi- 
bited in  Australia  during  1938  was  severe- 
ly criticized  by  the  chief  Commonwealth 
film  censor,  W.  Cresswell  O’Reily,  in  his 
annual  report. 

“Our  impression  is  that  from  the  aspect 
of  general  quality,  technical  achievement 
and  entertainment  value  the  year  has  been 
rather  a barren  and  uneventful  one,”  states 
the  report.  “Producers  seem  satisfied  to 
turn  out  average  quality  pictures,  without 
exercising  much  initiative  or  imagination 
in  story  sources  or  film  treatment.” 

Due  to  the  improvement  in  censorship 
in  United  States  films,  there  was  a notable 
reduction  in  the  proportion  of  films  need- 
ing cutting  by  Australian  censors,  adds  the 
report.  The  percentage  of  feature  films 
cut  decreased  from  44.7%  in  1933,  to 
10.3%  in  last  year. 

Only  61  British  feature  films  were  im- 
ported last  year,  representing  a serious 
diminution  in  numbers  exhibited  from 
27.1%  in  1934  to  13%-  With  few  briiiiant 
exceptions,  British  films  were  of  very  poor 
quality,  and  eliminations  from  them  were 
double  those  of  American  films. 


CCAIILGAR  Y 

J^ALPH  MITCHELLTREE,  manager  of 
the  Capitol  here,  has  been  confined 
to  bed  with  congestion  of  the  lungs.  The 
recently  appointed  theatreman  is  reported 
to  be  progressing  favorably. 

Wales  Theatre,  at  High  River,  owned 
and  operated  by  Sam  R.  Tyler,  has  just 
undergone  alterations.  New  office,  new 
men’s  rest  room  and  recarpeting  of  lobby 
freshens  up  this  central  Alberta  house  for 
the  fall  season. 

Second  story  thieves  who  broke  into  the 
Variety  Theatre  here  failed  to  crack  the 
safe.  The  dial  was  broken  off  and  marks 
revealed  strenuous  efforts  undertaken.  The 
theatre  building  is  about  100  yards  from 
police  headquarters. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT496  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MTo52 
MT553 
MT554 
MT555 
MT556 
MTS  5 7 
MT558 
MTS  5 9 
MT560 
MT561 
MT562 


MT520 

MT521 

MT522 

MT523 

MT524 

MT525 

MT526 

MT527 

MT528 

MT529 

MT530 

MT531 

MT532 

MT533 

MT534 

MT535 

MT536 

MT537 

MT538 

MT539 

MT540 

MTS41 

MT542 

MT543 

MT544 

MT545 


Architectural  service 
Decorating  service 
Seating  service 
Theatre  chairs 
Chair  covers 
Theatre  carpets 
Carpet  padding 
Rubber  matting 
Furniture,  lounge 
Wall  tiles,  interior 
Fabrics,  decorating 
Brass  railings 
Rope  railings 
Metal,  ornamental 
Mirrors 

Luminous  colors 

Ticket  booths 

Directional  signs 

Exit  boxes 

Curtain  controls 

Curtain  tracks 

Curtains,  fireproof 

Fountains,  drinking 

Fountains,  ornamental 

Rubber  seat  upholstery 

Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT5  63 
MT564 


MT569 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MT573 
MT574 
MT575 
MTS  76 
MT577 
i\IT578 
MT579 
MT580 
MT581 
MT582 
MT583 
MTS  8 4 
MT585 
MTS  8 6 
MT587 
MT588 
MT589 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 

MT551  Colored  lamps  PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT6  4G  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MTG57  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT6G1  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MTG63  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MTGG5  Speakers 

MTG66  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MTG71  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MT677  blearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  8-26-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MTGOl  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MTG07  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MTG17  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MTG25  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MTG91  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MTG93  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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BOXOFFICE 


August  26,  1939 


.Shott  Sulf4QCt 


Artie  Shaw's  Class  in  Swing 

Paramount  (Headliner)  10  Mins. 

Something  different  in  band  shorts  and 
certainly  a program  asset  worthy  of  mar- 
quee listing.  Artie  Shaw  is  tops  among 
the  swing  bands  of  the  country  and  ex- 
hibitors should  capitalize  on  his  popu- 
larity with  extra  exploitation.  Artie  dem- 
onstrates the  fundamentals  of  swing 
through  the  construction  of  a swing  band, 
the  swing  tune,  the  treatment,  the  vocal- 
izing and  attitude  of  each  member  of  the 
ensemble.  There  is  some  terrific  “jam- 
ming” on  Shaw’s  own  composition,  “Shoot 
the  Licker  to  Me,  John  Boy.”  Helen  Forrest 
since  “I  Have  Eyes”  with  “Nightmare”  and 
“Hold  Your  Hats”  rounding  out  the  pro- 
gram. Exceptional  photography  by  George 
Webber  and  Leslie  Roush’s  direction  set 
this  apart  from  the  usual  presentations. 


Slapsie  Maxie's 

Vitaphone  (Broadway  Brevity)  17  Mins. 

If  your  patrons  have  been  yearning  for 
some  good  old-fashioned  belly  laughs,  serve 
them  up  this  hilarious  dish.  One  of  the 
most  refreshing  bits  of  buffoonery  to  hit 
the  screen  in  a long  time  is  the  comedy 
style  of  Maxie  Rosenbloom.  It  is  natural 
and  unaffected  and,  above  all,  funny.  He 
has  Johnny  Davis  and  Cully  Richards  to 
assist  him.  Davis,  who  accidentally  knocks 
the  champ  out  at  the  club,  is  a waiter. 
He  is  matched  with  the  champ  as  a result 
of  the  ballyhoo  and  wins  with  Maxie’s 
ingenious  assistance.  The  owner  of  the 
club  is  Maxie,  of  course.  He  also  does  a 
takeoff  of  Harry  Richman  among  other 
things  and  does  it  well.  Suggestion  and 
requisition;  Make  more  two-reelers  with 
Maxie. 


Remember  When 

Vitaphone  (Broadway  Brevity)  20  Mins. 

The  old  minstrel  show  against  a back- 
ground of  a music  hall  of  the  gay  nine- 
ties comes  back  to  the  screen  in  a musical 
two-reeler  that  is  first  rate  entertainment. 
Highlight  of  the  entertainment  is  some 
comedy  baseball  patter  delivered  by  Rags 
Ragland  and  a partner  which  betters  the 
course  in  par  for  laughs.  The  Eton  Boys 
sing,  the  Three  Wiles  dance,  Joe  Sodja 
plays  the  banjo,  and  a couple  of  minstrels 
crack  jokes  old,  but  true,  that  will  warm 
the  cockles  of  the  heart  of  those  who 
mourn  the  passing  of  vaudeville. 


Detouring  America 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

A mad  and  merry  takeoff  on  the  con- 
ventional travelogues  which  grace  the 
screen.  These  Schlesinger  cartoons  in 
Technicolor  are  stepping  right  out  in  the 
front  rank  of  comedy.  Depending  on  sit- 
uations that  call  for  satire  with  a healthy 
amount  of  vigor,  the  lads  who  are  respon- 
sible go  to  town  in  a big  way.  Witness  the 
“timber”  sequence  which  is  one  of  the 
funniest  of  the  year. 


I 


%HORT 

a^OF  THE  WEEK 


The  Bill  of  Rights 

(Historical  Technicolor  Feature!) 
Vitaphone  20  Mins. 

Warner's  campaign  to  bring  home  to 
the  public  the  full  implications  of  the 
word  "liberty"  again  meets  with  suc- 
cess. This  may  not  be  as  dramatically 
intense  as  the  others  but,  nevertheless, 
it  is  a fine  effort.  The  story  covers  the 
period  before  the  Revolutionary  War 
when  James  Madison  and  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson made  known  their  feelings  at 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  against  the  arbi- 
trary rule  of  King  George.  In  protest 
over  the  closing  of  the  port  of  Boston, 
the  patriots  meet  at  Raleigh's  Tavern 
and  draw  up  the  Fairfax  Resolves,  em- 
bodying the  principles  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  After  a struggle  among  them- 
selves, the  colonists  finally  incorporate 
the  Bill  of  Rights  into  the  Constitution. 
The  narrative  is  compact  and  credibly 
acted  by  Moroni  Olson,  Ted  Osborn, 
Leonard  Mudie  and  others.  A little  ex- 
tra effort  on  short  subject  material  of 
this  calibre  will  go  a long  way  at  the 
boxoffice.  Try  it  and  see. 


Mechanix  Illustrated 
No.  1 

Vitaphone  (The  Color  Parade)  10  Mins. 

Pour  interesting  items  make  up  this  reel. 
The  first  deals  with  the  art  of  Jewel  pol- 
ishing. Manufacturing  of  fine  English 
chinaware  makes  a particularly  fine  sec- 
ond subject.  'Third  is  about  the  practical 
uses  of  Polaroid  lenses.  Concluding  se- 
quence deals  with  the  painting  of  a large 
outdoor  billboard. 


It's  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

Paramount  (Popeye)  7 Mins. 

Olive  Oyl,  Popeye  and  Bluto  receive  a 
fan  letter  which  implores  them  to  lay  off 
the  rough  stuff.  So  Popeye  and  Bluto  stop 
battling  and  attempt  to  follow  the  rules 
of  etiquette.  After  a boring  evening  at 
Olive  OyTs  where  they  make  attempts  to 
act  polished,  Bluto  and  Popeye  rebel  and 
start  a ding-dong  battle. 


Swing  Styles 

Vitaphone  (Melody  Master)  10  Miris. 

Just  as  the  title  indicates,  this  is  the 
latest  in  swing  ensembles.  On  a revolving 
platform,  the  musical  combinations  of  the 
Adrian  Rollini  Trio,  the  Milt  Herth  Trio 
and  Tito  and  his  Swinguette  pass  in  re- 
view. The  Frazee  sisters  sing  only  one 
song  and  Charles  Troy  and  Zoe  Lynn 
dance.  The  swing  fans  will  enjoy  it. 


NEWSREELS 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  15 

Movietone  News,  No.  97:  Germany’s  “West 
Wall”  and  France’s  Maginot  line  highlight 
sequences  dealing  with  world  crisis.  Nevada  train 
wreck,  Squalus  raised  again.  Mauretania  docks  in 
London,  soap  box  derhy,  Rideout  loses  mile  race. 
Miss  Marble  wins  and  skeet  shooting. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  295;  Train  wreck  kills  24, 
Suite  marries,  Navy  raises  Squalus,  Italians  hold 
maneuvers,  Roosevelt  sails  on  vacation,  forest 
fire  sweeps  northwest.  Gov.  Stark  hails  democracy, 
Olympic  preview  and  soap  box. 

Paramount  News,  No.  108:  Forest  fire  sweeps 
northwest,  Suite  marries,  freak  tornado  hits  Michi- 
gan. Nevada  train  wreck,  soap  box  derby,  na- 
tional midget  car  championship  and  raising  of 
Squalus. 


RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  H:  Train  wreck,  Squalus 
lifted.  Germany’s  Siegfried  line.  President  sails, 
Mauretania  docks  in  Thames,  soap  box  derby, 
skeet  tournament  and  national  midget  auto  race. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  797:  Train  wreck,  Squa- 
lus raised,  London  explosion,  Dutch  welcome  new 
Princess,  Suite  marries,  new  Admiral  for  Orient 
fleet,  Baldwin  arrives,  test  sub  escape  device,  film 
stars  at  premiere,  auto  racer  sets  new  record  and 
soap  box  derby. 

I’HURSDAY,  AUGUST  17 

Movlet<uie  News,  No.  98:  Roosevelt  relaxes  in 
Canada,  army  stages  war  maneuvers,  twin  con- 
test. picking  Miss  California,  TVA,  debating  duo 
return  from  England,  winner  of  daily  double, 
navy's  parachute  class  graduates.  Lew  Lehr,  log- 
rolling, aquaplaning,  yachting  and  golf. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  296:  Navy’s  parachute 
jumpers  graduate,  King  and  Queen  visit  Boy 
Scout  camp,  Mickey  Rooney  party,  picking  Miss 
California,  Lord  Baldwin  arrives,  Roosevelt  vaca- 
tions and  yacht  racing. 


The  Grouch  Club  in  Vote 
Trouble 

Vitaphone  (Vitaphone  Variety)  10  Mins. 

An  amusing  one-reeler  for  the  family 
trade.  Ronald  Girch  applies  for  member- 
ship to  the  Grouch  Club  because  his  friends 
and  family  cause  him  a great  deal  of  woe. 
He  is  nominated  as  alderman  with  the 
slogan,  “No  Smirch  on  Girch.”  His  rival 
accuses  him  of  being  a wife-beater.  Girch 
doesn’t  want  the  job,  but  is  elected. 


Purrtinolint  News,  No.  109;  Pittsburgh  golf  tour- 
ney. King  and  Queen  visit  Boy  Scout  camp,  army 
at  Plattsburg,  England’s  peacetime  army,  T1  Duce 
misses  Italian  maneuvers.  Germany’s  Siegfried 
line,  Roosevelt  vacations  and  Thanksgiving  Day 
debate. 

IIKO  Pathe  News,  No.  9:  Mechanized  cavalry 
defends  the  e'^st,  TVA.  special  census,  Australia 
tests  rescue  device,  “iilant  to  prosper”  campaign 
succeeds,  wheat  booms,  inland  lake  boats  in  derby 
race  and  Guldahl  wins  title. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  798:  Navy’s  parachute 
jumpers  graduate,  army  gathers  at  Plattsburg, 
Roosevelt  vacations  in  Canada,  King  and  Queen 
visit  Boy  Scout  camp,  picking  Miss  California, 
wild  west  rodeo,  frog  jumping  contest,  Guldahl 
wins  tourney  and  twin  convention. 
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C 

CAFE  SOCIETY  (Para) 

Played  this  rather  old,  but  it's  good  and 
has  some  very  good  catchlines.  We  did  OK 
with  it.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
2,200.  Capacity:  300. — Burris  Smith,  Imperial 
Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

CALLING  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

This  is  a fine  series  of  pictures.  Hope 
they  continue  to  make  more  and  I believe 
any  one  would  appreciate  a picture  of  this 
type.  Business  not  as  good  as  some,  but 
satisfied  the  people  who  saw  this  one.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  25-10. 
City  patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capa- 
city: 500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre, 
Steelton,  Pa. 

CAPTAIN  FURY  (UA) 

Excellent  action  picture  that  did  better 
than  average  business.  Audience  reaction 
good  from  both  western  fans  and  those  who 
like  "class"  productions.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Thea- 
tre, Bethel,  Vt. 

CODE  OF  THE  SECRET  SERVICE  (WB) 

Good  action  programmer.  No  drawing 
power  but  will  please  weekend  action  fans. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  950.  Capacity:  250. — Don 
Eloxham,  Palace  Theatre,  Exira,  la. 

CONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY  (FN) 

Got  plenty  fooled  on  this,  one.  Expected 
top  biz  and  got  stung.  I guess  Vermonters 
aren't  terribly  upset  over  Nazi  spies  or  Nazi 
propaganda  (or  anti-Nazi  propaganda  either). 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  30- 
15.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,500.  Capacity:  250. — G.  B.  Wood- 
bury, Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

COWBOY  AND  THE  LADY  (UA) 

'Twas  neither  fish  nor  fowl.  The  western 
fans  were  bluffed  by  the  "lady"  and  the 
"sassasity"  crowd  by  the  "cowboy"  in  the 
title,  so  didn't  do  much  business.  Patsy  sav- 
ed the  situation  as  usual.  Cberon  was  no 
draw.  Cooper  was  no  draw,  so  when  a pic- 
ture has  no  drawers  it  don't  do  so  good  out 
in  the  "crooel"  world.  Sun.,  Mon.  Admis- 
sion: 25-15.  General  patronage.  Population: 
2,600.  Capacity:  300. — I.  W.  Crabtree,  Para- 
mount Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

D 

DARK  VICTORY  (FN) 

I gave  this  one  my  personal  recommenda- 
tion and  drew  extra  business.  Picture  pleas- 
ed. Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  CK.  Admission: 
20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,500.  Capacity:  190. — F.  M.  Baker,  Best 
Theatre,  Handley,  Tex. 

E 

EAGLE  AND  THE  HAWK  (Para) 

A return  engagement  which  went  over 
really  good  with  the  audience.  Although  an 
old  picture  it  made  good  as  a reissue.  Thurs., 
Fri.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-20-10. 
Family  patronage.  Capacity:  950. — Michael 


An  open  jorum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


J.  Carroll,  American  Theatre,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

G 

GOODBYE,  MR.  CHIPS  (M-G-M) 

Quite  hard  for  me  to  give  comment  on 
this  British-made  picture,  for  every  one  knows 
it  was  a fine  picture,  but  my  customers  do 
not  go  for  this  type  of  show.  I believe 
American  pictures  are  much  better.  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  City 
patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity: 
500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steel- 
ton,  Pa. 

GOOD  GIRLS  GO  TO  PARIS  (Col) 

A fine  cast  and  a start  for  a good  series 
of  belly-laughs  which  never  materializes.  In 
a picture  such  as  this  you  have  a right  to 
expect  a howling  climax,  and  in  this  one  it 
doesn't  happen.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmo- 
politan patronage.  Population:  700.  Capa- 
city: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Cut-Wickenburg-Way 
Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

GORILLA,  THE  (20th-Fox) 

A great  show  for  kiddies,  sure  packed  my 
house  with  them,  but  as  to  B.  C.  that  isn't 
much  to  speak  of.  I believe  this  picture  is 
the  Ritz  Bros,,  best.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  City  patronage. 
Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. — J.  M. 
Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

GUNGA  DIN  (RKO) 

A good  show,  did  pretty  good  business. 
Will  go  good  any  place  where  they  like 
plenty  action.  I think  it  has  a little  too  much 
fighting.  It  scared  some  of  the  kids.  Sat., 
Sun.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  800.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — John  Nuwkoop,  Memorial  Hall, 
Eelfield,  N.  D. 

H 

HIGGINS  FAMILY  (Rep) 

Just  will  get  by.  Nothing  but  a program- 
mer. Thurs.,  Fri,  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800.  Capacity:  200. — C.  W.  Kelley,  Rex 
Theatre,  Custer  City,  Ckla. 

I 

INSPECTOR  HORNLEIGH  (20th-Fox) 

British-made  film.  A mystery  drama  which 
will  take  in  spots.  No  dice  with  me.  Played 
it  on  dish  night  and  was  mobbed  with  ques- 
tions, "why  did  you  book  this  picture  at  the 
American."  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Clear. 
Admission:  25-20-10.  Family  patronage.  Ca- 
pacity: 950, — Michael  J.  Carroll,  American 
Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

INVITATION  TO  HAPPINESS  (Para) 

A fine  little  picture,  but  did  not  draw.  Peo- 
ple that  saw  it  all  seemed  to  like  it  very 
much.  Irene  Dunne  very  good.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10. 
City  patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capa- 


city: 500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre, 
Steelton,  Pa. 

IT'S  A WONDERFUL  WORLD  (M-G-M) 

Cne  of  the  best — and  it  had  that  "It  Hap- 
pened Cne  Night"  flavor  that  so  many  pic- 
tures claim  to  have,  and  don't.  Lots  of  good 
comments.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Hot. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  700.  Capa- 
city: 250. — W.  C.  Woody,  Stockton  Theatre, 
Stockton,  Mo. 

L 

LADY'S  FROM  KENTUCKY  (Para) 

Better  than  average  program  picture.  A 
good  picture  for  small  towns  with  some  swell 
race  horse  scenes.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Good.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  700.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — W.  C.  Woody,  Stockton  TTieatre, 
Stockton,  Mo. 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M) 

If  your  patrons  like  their  action  you  can't 
miss  with  this  one.  The  flag  waving  doesn't 
spoil  the  picture.  We  looked  for  top  returns 
on  this  one  and  got  them.  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Thea- 
tre, Bethel,  Vt. 

LUCKY  NIGHT  (M-G-M) 

Two  of  the  best  stars  in  the  business  in  a 
story  that  has  one  or  the  other  drunk  three- 
fourths  of  the  time  and  don't  think  the  cusr 
tomers  don't  tell  you  about  these  things.  I 
fail  to  see  any  thing  romantic  about  a drunk, 
and  I am  not  a prohibitionist.  You  should 
serve  Bror^os  ■'■'’♦h  ^h’s.  Sun.,  >4on.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Hot.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
700. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  Theatre,  Stock- 
ton,  Mo. 

M 

MAN  ABOUT  TOWN  (Para) 

If  you  swore  as  we  did  never  to  play  a 
Benny  picture  again  you  can  forget  and  book 
this  for  good  returns.  We  played  it  only  one 
night  and  were  sorry.  We  packed  them  in. 
Rochester  was  the  draw  I guess..  Sunday. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural  and 
small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Thea- 
tre, Bethel,  Vt. 

MAN  ABOUT  TOWN  (Para) 

Plenty  of  giggles  and  laughs.  Rochester 
steals  the  show  from  Benny.  Piay  up  "Roch- 
ester" as  he  certainly  does  a swell  job.  Biz 
slow  due  to  extreme  hot  weather.  Thurs. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admiss,ion:  25-20-10.  Family 
patronage.  Capacity:  950. — Michael  J.  Car- 
roll,  American  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

MAN  OF  CONQUEST  (Rep) 

Boy,  what  a picture!  Congratulations,  Re- 
public; It's  as  big  as  the  biggest  and  as 
good  as  the  best.  Critics  might  be  able  to 
pick  flaws  in  this  picture,  but  it  pleased  the 
paying  critics  in  my  town.  So  many  of  them 
crowded  around  me  after  the  show  to  tell  me 
how  well  they  liked  it,  it  looked  like  a De- 
Mille  mob  scene.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  700.  Capacity:  250. — 
W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton, 
Mo. 
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MAN  TO  REMEMBER  (RKO) 

Grand  show.  If  you  can  get  them  in  they 
will  really  advertise  it  for  you.  One  of  the 
year's  best  entertainments  for  the  whole 
family.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Admission:  25-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  950.  Capacity: 
250. — Don  Bloxham,  Palace  Theatre,  Exira,  la. 

MILLION  DOLLAR  LEGS  (Para) 

A good  program  picture  that  we  had  to 
use  on  Sunday-Monday.  Appeals  to  young 
people.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  2,200.  Capacity:  300. — Burris 
Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  Ark. 

o 

OKLAHOMA  KID  (WB) 

James  Cagney  at  his  best.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35-15.  General 
farm  patronage.  Population:  GOO.  Capacity: 
286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne 
Wells,  Colo. 

ONLY  ANGELS  HAVE  WINGS  (Col) 

The  picture  as  a whole  was  fair.  It  pro- 
duced a few  air  thrills  and  laughs,  which  of 
course  any  audience  would  enjoy.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-20-10. 
Family  patronage.  Capacity:  950. — Michael 
J.  Carroll,  American  Theatre,  Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

R 

RENEGADE  TRAIL  (Para) 

Better  than  most  western  pictures,  with  all 
principals  doing  a workmanlike  job.  Windy 
Hayes  furnishes  plenty  of  laughs.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Hot.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 700.  Capacity:  250.  — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

RIO  GRANDE  (Col) 

One  of  the  lesser  efforts  of  the  makers  of 
Starrett  westerns,,  maybe  ten  a year  are  too 
many.  They  should  change  the  sets  on  these 
once  in  a while.  Starrett  is  always  shown 
riding  into  this  strange  town  and  it's  the 
same  town  in  every  picture.  "Sons  of  the 
Pioneers"  are  tops.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Stormy.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  700. 
Capacity:  250. — W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  Thea- 
tre, Stockton,  Mo. 

HOSE  O FWASHINGTON  SQUARE  (20th-Fox) 
Top  entertainment — fine  successor  to  "Rag- 
time Band."  Alice  Faye  s,hows  signs  of  over- 
acting a little.  Curb  this  Mr.  Zanuck.  We 
can't  have  a boxoffice  star  like  this  slip. 
Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 


s 

SUN  NEVER  SETS.  THE  (Dniv) 

Pretty  "hammy."  The  story  is  unbeliev- 
able, the  direction  is  crude,  and  the  actors 
go  "hammy"  in  spots.  It  seems  to  get  by 
with  a portion  of  the  audience  but  that  is  all. 
Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

SUSANNAH  OF  THE  MOUNTIES  (20th-Fox) 
Temple  s,till  draws  for  us  and  this  one  no 
exception.  Only  fault  of  the  picture  was  the 
short  running  time.  Needs  to  be  padded  with 
shorts  if  you  have  a two-hour  policy  as  we 
do.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
30-15.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,500.  Capacity:  250. — G.  B.  Wood- 
bury, Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 


SUSANNAH  OF  THE  MOUNTIES  (20th-Fox) 
Good  for  the  kiddies.  Matinees  excellent, 
but  evening  performances  slow.  It  seems 
to  me  that  Shirley  should  receive  better 
stories  than  she's  getting  if  her  company  in- 
tends to  clean  up  on  her.  General  patron- 
age. Capacity:  950.  — Michael  J.  Carroll, 
American  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

T 

TARZAN  FINDS  A SON  (M-G-M) 

This  picture  put  my  boxoffice  results  up 
there  near  where  they  should  be.  Wish  I 
had  more.  In  making  more  Tarzan  pictures 
I think  Johnny  Weissmuller  should  always  be 
Tarzan,  as  well  as  Maureen  O'Sullivan  the 
part  of  Jane — also  John  Sheffield,  who  is  in 
I'ra  to  take  Weissmuller's  place,  I feel  sure, 
when  he  becomes  of  age.  I feel  this  little 
fellow  will  sure  go  places,  and  I hope  they 
put  him  in  more  pictures  soon.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  City  pat- 
ronage. Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. — 
J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

TELL  NO  TALES  (M-G-M) 

Metro  charges  entirely  too  much  for  a 
program  picture  and  this  is  no  exception. 
Just  an  ordinary  double  feature  picture. 
Tuesday.  Weather:  Hot.  Admiss.ion:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,200.  Capa- 
city' 300. — Burris  Smith,  Imperial  Theatre, 
Pocahontas,  Ark. 


u 

UNION  PACIFIC  (Para) 

Very  good.  Some  extra  draw.  Tues.,  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  800.  Ca- 
pacity: 200. — C.  W.  Kelley,  Rex  Theatre,  Cus- 
ter City,  Okla. 

w 

WINTER  CARNIVAL  (UA) 

We  did  a fair  business,  but  nothing  com- 
pared to  what  we  had  to  pay  for  film  rental. 
Wanger  certainly  hasn't  got  an  "A"  picture 
here.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,200. 
Capacity:  300. — Burris  Smith,  Imperial  The- 
atre, Pocahontas,  Ark. 

WUTHERING  HEIGHTS  (UA) 

We  were  fooled  on  this  one.  We  expect- 
ed to  die  with  it,  but  it  surpris.ed  us  by 
doing  well  above  average  business.  Just 
when  you  think  you  have  your  patronage 
figured  out  they  up  and  fool  you.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  30-15.  Ru- 
ral and  small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,500.  Capacity:  250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Beth- 
el Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

Y 

YOUNG  MR.  LINCOLN  (20th-Fox) 

An  interesting  picture.  Henry  Fonda  real- 
ly did  a good  job  of  playing  the  part  of 
.Mr.  Lincoln.  Although  a slow  moving  pic- 
ture, the  patrons  were  well  satisfied  after 
the  performance.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Clear. 
Admission:  25-20-10.  Family  patronage.  Ca- 
pacity: 950. — Michael  J.  Carroll,  American 
Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

YOU  CANT  CHEAT  AN  HONEST  MAN  (Univ) 
With  W.  C.  Fields  and  several  other  dum- 
mies. Had  several  laughs,  but  regular  Sun- 
day-Monday attendance  felt  cheated,  or  else 
they  weren't  honest.  Admission  25-15.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  2,600.  Capacity: 
300. — J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Clarendon,  Ark. 


TRUE  STORIES  FROM  ALTEC  FILES 


aWM.  L.  LYDSTON 
Manager, 
Bristol  Theatre, 
Bristol,  N.  H. 


Finds  Fan  Turning 
Backward;  Stops 
Patron  Walkouts 


BRISTOL,  N.  H.— "It  was  a hot  midsummer 
night.  Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  a mod- 
ern pressure  ventilator,  the  air  in  the  theatre 
was  stifling,”  said  William  L.  Lydston,  man- 
ager of  the  Bristol  Theatre  here.  "I  had  eight 
walkouts  during  the  evening  and  had  called 
Boston  for  a ventilation  engineer. 

"When  our  Altec  man,  F.  A.  Brown, 
called  at  the  theatre,  I told  him  my  troubles. 

"After  checking  the  ducts  and  dampers. 
Brown  crawled  into  the  fan  room.  A few 
minutes  later,  the  cool  air  began  pouring 
into  the  theatre,  and  the  system  has  worked 
perfectly  ever  since. 

"Brown  explained  that  he  found  the  fans 
turning  in  the  wrong  direction— someone 
must  have  changed  the  leads— and  that  he 
had  our  electrician  reverse  one  leg  of  the 
220  volt  3 phase  supply,  thus  restoring 
proper  rotation  and  blower  speed. 

"We  were  saved  the  expense  of  having  a 
ventilation  expert  come  up  from  Boston, 
and  the  theatre  patrons  were  comfortable 
again.  What  our  Altec  man  did  was  cer- 
tainly 'service  over  and  above  the  contract’.” 


Without  obligation  to  yourself,  let  an  Altec  in- 
speaor  explain  to  you  how  Altec  can  help  in 
relieving  you  of  many  technical  worries  in  your 
theatre  operation. 


250  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Extensive  Campaign 
Plugs  New  Season 

Oklahoma  City — Opening  the  new  film 
season  locally  with  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive campaigns  ever  planned  here, 
Standard  Theatres  staged  the  event  as 
“Happy  New  Movie  Year”  with  all  of  Ad 
Manager  Pat  Patchen’s  ideas  being  woven 
around  this  theme. 

Screen  trailers  were  shown  in  all  eight 
Standard  houses  boosting  the  new  films 
to  be  played  at  the  Criterion  and  Mid- 
west theatres  to  a sound-track  of  New 
Year’s  celebration  noises.  In  addition,  15 
spot  announcements  a day  were  used  on 
KOCY  for  four  days  plugging  the  idea 
and  opening  films  to  a musical  background 
of  Auld  Lang  Syne. 

All  incoming  telephone  calls  to  offices 
and  to  cashiers  were  answered  with  greet- 
ing, “Happy  New  Movie  Year,”  lobby  cards 
were  placed  in  all  houses  and  Christmas 
bells  were  hung  from  marquees  of  all 
eight  theatres. 

In  addition,  three-color  full-page  news- 
paper ad  layouts  of  scenes  from  pictures 
were  presented  and  12,000  folders  were 
mailed  in  Oklahoma  City.  Films  featured 
were  “When  Tomorrow  Comes”  (Univ). 
“Each  Dawn  I Die”  iWB),  “Bachelor 
Mother”  iRKO),  “Beau  Geste”  (Para). 
“Lady  of  the  Tropics”  (M-G-M),  “The 
Wizard  of  Oz”  (M-G-M),  “First  Love” 
(Univ),  “The  Star  Maker”  (Para),  “The 
Old  Maid”  (WB),  “In  Name  Only”  (RKO), 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone”  (20th-Pox), 
“The  Women”  (M-GM),  and  “The  Rains 
Came”  (20th-Fox). 


Intensive  Campaign  for 
"Old  Maid"  Launched 


New  York — Warner  is  launching  an  in- 
tensive campaign  for  “The  Old  Maid” 
which  is  set  for  national  release  Septem- 
ber 2.  The  big  gun  of  the  campaign  wi  1 
be  the  appearance  of  full-page  ads  in  the 
seven  leading  fan  magazines. 

Currently,  the  film  has  gathered  a num- 
ber of  breaks  from  the  “The  Old  Maid” 
dance  designed  by  the  Dancing  Masters  of 
America.  A special  advance  sales  manual 
is  being  made  available  to  exhibitors. 

The  entire  field  exploitation  force  will 
be  pressed  into  service  to  concentrate  on 
the  feature  when  it  appears  in  the  re- 
spective territories. 


"Stanley  & Livingstone" 
"Whatsits"  Contest 

Cleveland — Manny  Pearlstein  and  his 
co-workers  of  the  Warner  Theatre  adver- 
tising and  publicity  department  caught 
the  attention  of  the  public  with  an  orig- 
inal “Whatsits”  contest  which  he  launched 
in  cooperation  with  The  Press  to  exploit 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone”  at  Warner’s 
Hippodrome  Theatre. 

The  public  was  invited  to  identify  five 
pictures  snapped  somewhere  in  Greater 
Cleveland.  The  pictures  were  distorted  as 
to  size,  and  in  some  instances  showed 
parts  of  construction  only.  Cash  prizes 
amounting  to  $50  and  25  pairs  of  tickets 
to  the  Hippodrome  were  awarded  winners. 


Labor  Day  is  September  4.  Now  is  the 
time  to  plan  holiday  stimulants. 


fjADDON  MATTHEWS  of  the  69th  Street 
’Theatre  in  Philadelphia  is  making  a 
point  of  capitalizing  on  the  new  parking 
meters.  He  hired  a boy  to  make  the 
roimds  of  the  neighborhood  and  insert 
pennies  in  meters  past  their  time  limit  and 
stick  this  tag  on  the  car:  “You’re  park- 
ing on  ‘Borrowed  Time’ — we  loaned  you 
12  minutes  of  time  by  inserting  a penny 
in  the  parking  meter  when  the  violation 
flag  was  up.  Don’t  fail  to  see  the  picture 
‘On  Borrowed  Time’  . . .” 

• 

The  Visiting  Nurses  Society  cooperated 
with  Bob  Sidman  of  the  Senate  Theatre, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  giving  a party  at  a 
local  hotel  for  12  babies  under  two  years 
to  publicize  ‘"Bachelor  Mother.” 

• 

Not  often  does  a newspaper  editor  review 
a picture.  It  happened  in  Boonville,  111., 
Enquirer,  however,  on  “Yoimg  Mr.  Lin- 
coln” under  the  signature  of  Editor  Wil- 
liam B.  Carleton,  and  to  the  benefit  of 
Parson  Gentry,  manager  of  the  Ritz  The- 
atre. The  laudatory  review  ran  12  inches. 
• 

Joe  Goldstein  plugged  the  reopening  of 
the  Mikado  Theatre,  a St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment Co.  unit,  by  hiring  a young  man  to 
spend  the  week  prior  to  the  opening  date 
in  a.  huge  easy  chair  wider  the  marquee. 
Alongside  the  chair  was  a sign  which  read: 
‘‘I’m  waiting  for  the  Mikado  to  open.” 

Dempsey-Willard  Picture 
Pulls  During  Heat  Wave 

Milwaukee  — Here  is  an  unusual  hot 
weather  stunt  employed  by  Roland  'Treul, 
manager  of  the  Princess,  that  resulted  in  a 
one-day  holdover  during  a typical  Brewer 
City  heat  wave. 

He  acquired  a 20-year  old  print  of  the 
Jack  Dempsey- Jess  Willard  fight  pictures, 
believed  to  be  the  only  one  in  existence. 
Treul  advertised  the  film  as  a main  attrac- 
tion. 

Treul  believes  the  success  of  the  stunt 
is  due  to  the  popularity  of  Dempsey.  He 
says  all  the  boxers  and  wrestlers  in  town 
were  at  the  theatre. 


Merchants  Tieup  Sells 
"I  Stole  a Million" 

Appleton,  Wis. — The  Appleton  Theatre 
here  recently  promoted  “Movie  Star  Days” 
in  a tieup  with  five  local  merchants. 
Stunt  was  to  secure  and  present  to  the 
theatre  boxoffice  a complete  set  of  five 
stills  plugging  the  picture,  “I  Stole  a Mil- 
lion.” 

One  still  was  available  from  each  co- 
operating merchant  with  each  purchase. 
Merchants  in  their  newspaper  advertising 
showed  the  still  available  at  their  store. 
Fans  were  given  two  days  in  which  to 
redeem  their  pictures. 


Mask  Parade  Stops  Traffic — 

This  parade  in  Chicago  created  plenty  ‘‘stopping  of  sideivalk  traffic”  for 
‘‘The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  in  advance  of  its  run  at  the  B&K  Roosevelt 
Theatre.  The  masks,  which  are  papier  mache,  are  obtainable  from  UA  ex- 
changes. 
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Alphabetical  Index  TO  THE 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  ior  exhibitors 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


A 


A ChUd  Is  Born  (FN)  Aug.  5... 
Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 3855 
Ailveiitiires  ot  Hiiclileherr.v  Finn 


(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  Aug.  26  005 

Andy  Hard.y  Gets  Spring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Aug.  5 367 

Asking  tor  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue ....  1072 


B 


Bachelor  Mother  (KKO)  July  1 932 

Bark  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) 

Apr.  15  3833 

Bad  Company  (Univ)  

Bad  Bands  (KKO)  July  29 933 

Beau  Geste  (Para)  Jul.v  29 3902 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug.  5 9033 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

Col)  July  22  9010 


Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13 . . 943 
Boys  Keformator.v  (Mono)  Ma.v  6 3820 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27..  937 
Broadwa.v  Serenade  (M-G-M) 


Apr.  8 931 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 

Police  (Para)  Apr.  8 3831 


c 


Calling  All  Marines  (Rep) 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  29  932 

Captain  Fiir.v  (CA)  Ma.v  13 

Career  (RKO)  July  1 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Aug.  12  006 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 948 

Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox) 

•Tan.  7 941 

Chieken  Wagon  Family  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  19  002 

Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 

Apr.  22  8012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 

.June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  Aug.  19 9008 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

Maj  1.3  374 

Code  of  the  Streets  (Unlv) 

Jan.  28  3019 

Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  Aug.  5.  . . 846 
Confessions  of  Na/.i  Spv  (FN) 

Apr.  29  353 

Conspiracy  (RKO)  935 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Tbroiigh  (I.N) 327 

D 

Dancing  Co-ed  (M-G-M) 3 

Dari*  \ ict<»r>  (KSl  tlar.  II...  354 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Da.v  the  Bookies  Wept  (RKO)  . . . 002 
Death  of  a Champion  (Para)  ..  .3901 

Desperate  Trails  (Gniv)  

Disputed  Passage  (Para) 

Dodge  City  (WB)  Apr.  8 304 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN)  Aug.  19 


E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 


East  .side  of  Heaven  (Cniv) 

Apr.  15  .3006 

Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  July  29 ...  . 001 

Escape,  The  (20th-Fox) 010 

Everything  on  Ice  (RKO) 

Ever.vthing  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  May  20 3010 

Exile  I^xpress  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 


F 

Fast  and  Furious  (M-G-M) 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (RKO)  Aug.  26  934 


Fighting  Gringo  (KKO)  986 

First  Uove  (Univ)  

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11.. 9030 
Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10  927 

Five  Little  Peppers  (Col) 

Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  Apr.  29...  922 

Flight  at  Midnight  (Rep) 

Flying  Irishman  (KKO)  Mar.  11  919 

For  liOve  or  Money  (Univ) 3030 

May  13  

Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.  .3031 

Four  Feathers  (UA) June  24 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  951 

Frontier  Pony  Express  (Rep) 

Apr.  16  854 

Pull  Confession  (RKO)  Aug.  26.  003 

G 


Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (KKO) 

June  10  926 

Girl  From  Mexico  (KKO)  May  20  928 

Girl  From  Rio  (Mono) 3825 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  Aug.  19 9002 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27 . 944 
Graeie  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

Apr.  22  934 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ)  Aug.  26. 
Heli’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24...  312 
Henry  Goes  Arizona  (M-G-M) . . 2 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 

(20th-Fox)  009 

Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  Aug.  26 376 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  (20th-Fox)  007 
Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22..  3836 
House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20.. 3038 


I 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  July  22.  . 


I’lii  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3830 

Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 

July  15  315 


In  Name  Only  (RKO)  Aug.  12..  936 
In  Old  Callente  (Rep)  July  15..  8.56 
In  Old  Monterey  (Rep)  July  29  . 847 


Inside  Information  (Univ) 

June  10  3040 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  22  945 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  3841 

Irish  Buck  (Mono)  Aug.  26.... 3826 

Island  of  Bost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

Jamaica  Inn  (Para)  July  8 

Jones  F'amily  in  Hollywood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (IVB)  Apr.  29 301 


K 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27.  .363 
Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M)  Apr.  8 929 
Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion  (Col) . 

L 


I.ad.v  and  the  Mob  (Coll  Mar.  11.9013 
Bady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  12  947 

ljid,>’s  From  Kentucky,  The 

(Para)  Apr.  15  3834 

Baw  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

Bost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

Bost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue..  994 

Bove  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  18 916 

l.ucky  Night  (»I-G-M)  May  6. . . 933 


M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1.3847 

Maisle  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 

Aug.  5 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  July  8 
Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15..  801 
Man  They  Couldn’t  Hang  (Col) 

Aug.  19  9018 

Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8...  375 
Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 
Million  Dollar  Begs  (Para) 

July  15  3846 


Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 946 
Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 
Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8 . 845 


Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-Fox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 

(Mono)  July  22  3807 


Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Univ)  June  24  

Mntiny  in  the  Big  House  (Mono)  3803 

My  Bove  for  Yours  (Para) 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ) Reissue 


N 


Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden 

Staircase  (WB)  Aug.  26 

Naiif'>  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter 

(WB)  July  15  324 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 
Henry  Goes  to  Arizona  (M-G-M) 
Never  Sa.\  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11.. 38.32 
New  Frontier  (Rep)  Aug.  19.  . . . 868 
News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

NighI  Rirlers  (Rep)  Apr.  8 865 

Night  Work  (Para)  Aug.  12 3849 

No  Place  to  Go  (WB)  

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (KKO) 

Aug.  26  001 

o 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

reissue  993 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono) 3856 

Old  Maid,  The  (WB)  Aug.  5 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-(J-M) 

July  8 942 

$1,000  a Touchdown  (Para) 

Onlv  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Col)  May  20  9001 

Our  Beading  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.  5 

Out  of  Singapore  (Astor) 

Outside  These  Walls  (Col) 

June  3 90.31 

Overland  Mail  (Mono)  38.57 

P 

Panama  l.ad.v  (RKO)  May  13...  925 
Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  2.5.  . . . 314 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8... 9032 


Q 

Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  5 004 


R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 

May  20  984 

Rains  Came,  The  (20th-Fox) ....  001 
Range  War  (Para)  Aug.  12 ...  . 3954 
Renegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.. 3869 
Return  of  (he  Cisco  Kid 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  29 940 

Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono)  3866 

Rio  (Univ)  

Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 923 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(20th-Fox)  May  13  942 

s 

Saint  in  1.rfindon  (RKO)  .July  I . . 929 

Scouts  of  the  Air  (Mono) 3816 

Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  » 

She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 815 

Shipyard  Sally  (20th-Fox) 018 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono) 

Aug.  5 3823 

Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep) 

July  22  816 

Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3..W1-3 


Six  Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18  WI-19 

Sky  Pilot  (Mono)  

6.000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3 . 938 
Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep)  Aug.  26.  825 
Some  l.ike  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  3837 
Sorority  House  (KKO)  Apr.  22..  924 
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S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 813 
Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  855 

Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 931 

Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

June  10  9206 

Stanley  and  Bivingstone  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  5 003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  Aug.  19 3851 

Stolen  l.ife  (Para)  Apr.  29 3864 

Stop,  Book  and  Bove  (20th-Fox)  008 
Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 938 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  838 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

(Rep)  Apr.  29  

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) 

Apr.  15  3802 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Univ) 

June  10  3009 

Susannah  of  the  Moiinties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  954 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 

T 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

June  3 939 


Television  Spy  (Para) 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M)  May  20.  935 
These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) . . 948 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

They  Asked  for  It  (Univ)  July  8.3040 
They  Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO) 

Mar.  25  920 

TTtey  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  15 
This  3Ian  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 


Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep)  June  24  866 

Three  Sons  (RKO)  

Thunder  Afloat  (M-G-M) 4 

Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

To  the  Iteseiie  (GN) 328 

Torchy  Plays  With  Dynamite 

(WB)  Aug.  5 326 

Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor  (IVB) 

Apr.  1 322 


Trapped  in  the  Sky(Col)Feb.  18.9024 
Tumbleweeds  (Astor)  May  27... 
20,000  Men  a Year  (20th-Fox) . . 013 

u 


U-67  (Astor)  

Undercover  Agent  (Mono) 3824 

Undercover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  ..3840 

Underpup  (Univ)  

Unexpected  Father  (Univ) July  22 

Union  Pacific  (Para)  May  6... 3835 

Unmarrietl  (Para)  May  27 38.38 


W 


AVall  Street  Cowboy  (Rep) 

Wanted  l>j  Scotland  Vard 

( iMoiio)  Apr.  29  3829 

IVare  Case,  The  (20thi-Fox) 

July  29  8014 

Waterfront  (WB)  July  1 325 


IVay  Down  South  (KKO)  July  22  947 


Western  Caravans  (Col)  July  1.9207 

What  a Blfe  (Para) 

When  Tomorrow  Comes 

(Univ)  Aug.  19  3003 

W inner  Take  All  (20lh-F’ox) 

Feb.  25  939 

IVinter  Carnival  (UA)  July  22... 
Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  Aug.  19 . 949 

Wolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 3813 

Woman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 

July  8 9025 

Women,  The  (M-G-M)  1 

Women  in  the  Wind  (WB) 

Feb.  4 316 

Wuthering  Heights  (UA)  Apr.  1 
Wyoming  Outlaw  (Rep)  July  16 . . 867 


Y 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 


Murder  (FN)  Jan.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 947 


Z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18.  . 
Zero  Hour  (Rep)  May  27 
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Numerals  Following:  Titles  are 
Running  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1939,  Unless 
Otherwise  speeified. 
^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
01ndieates  color. 


Columbia 


AUL-STAR  COMEDIES 
A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) . . . . Apr.  31, ’39 
Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(nVz)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  .June  2,  ’39 

Pest  From  the  West  (..)...  .June  16 

Rattling  Romeo  (17) July  14 

Skinny  the  Moocher  (1G14)  . . .Sept.  8 

Static  in  the  Attic  (19) Sept.  33 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  30, ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

Tile  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  6, ’39 

The  Sap  Takes  a Wrap 

Mar.  10, ’39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Cl.vde 

(18)  July  28 

Mooching  Through  Georgia 

( • ■)  Aug.  11 

COI.OR  RHAPSODIES 

Crop  Chasers  ( . . ) Sept.  22 

Hniip.t  Inis  (7)  'lor.  ;<i 

Hollywood  Sweepstakes  (8)  . . . Jnl.v’ 28 

Jitterbug  Knights  (7)  Aug.  11 

Uucky  Pigs  (7)  May  26 

Mountain  Ears  (..)  Oet.  20 

Nell’s  Yells  (7)  June  30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8)  . .Feb.  26,  ’.39 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (8) Feb.  24, ’39 

The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14, ’39 

COI.CMBIA  TOUR 
Bic  Tnw?i  Cnmninters  (9)  Feb.  3, ’39 
Holland  (Andre  de  la  Varre 

Productions)  (..)  Sept.  15 

Mao  Made  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(10)  May  26 

Sojourn  In  India  (..) July  7 

Morocco  (10)  Aug.  11 


( (IMMIMTY  SING 
No.  1 Crosby  Hit  Songs  (9) . . . .Aug.  4 
No.  2 Old  Time  Songs  (9%) . . . Sept.  8 
No.  7 I’arade  of  Hits  (9)  ..Mar.  24, '39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltzes 

(11)  Apr.  21, ’.39 

No.  9 Songs  of  the  IVest 

(10)  May  19, ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  ( . .)  June  16 
Third  Series 
No.  5 f riendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10)  . . . .Fell.  24,  ’39 
FABUES  CARTOON 

Little  Lost  Sheep  ( . . ) Oet.  6 

FOOLS  WHO  MADE  HISTORY’ 
No.  1 Charles  Goodyear  ( . . ) . .Aug.  25 

No.  2 Elias  Howe  (..) Oct.  6 

HAPPY  HOUR 

No.  1 (lOVa)  Feb.  22 

No.  2 (lOyo)  Mar.  23 

No.  3 (11)  Apr.  21 

KR4Z\  IvAl 

Golf  Chumps  (7)  Apr.  6, ‘39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7) . . . .Feb.  17,  ’39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  (6) . . . .May  12, ’39 
SirsiC  HALL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a .Music  Hall 

(10*/^)  Jan.  20, ’39 

\ Niglil  nt  the  Troe  (10)  ..  Mar.  2, ’39 
JMontmarte  Madness  (10%) ..  .June  30 
\Hoi,-ee  liomlle  Home 

(10)  May  19, ’.39 


PHANTASIES  CARTOON 
The  Charm  Bracelet  (..)....  Sept.  1 
I’K  T1  REGRAPH 

No.  I ( . . ) Jan.  1.5,  ’39 

scrappy  CARTOONS 
A IVorm’s  Eye  View  (7)  . .Apr.  28, ’39 
Serniipy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Fell.  3. ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rodeo  (6) June  2 

Si’rappy’s  Sidesliow  (7) . . . . Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  1(..)  Sept.  13 

No.  2 ( . . ) Oct.  20 

No.  5 (9)  Jan.  13, ’39 

No.  6 (IOV2)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 


No.  8(9%)  A|ir.  8, ’39 

No.  9 (10)  M.ay  12 

No.  10  (10)  May  26 

No.  11  (10)  June  29 

No.  12  (10)  July  28 

'|•(>ltl  ItEEI.S 

Bows  and  Arrows  ( . . ) Sept.  29 

Diving  Rhythm  (10) May  5, ’39 

(iet  Read.!  Nav.v  (10)  Ian.  (i,  '39 

Jockeys  Up  (10%)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (9%)  Mar.  17 

Odd  sporis  <IO)  I'eh.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (8%) . . . . June  30 

There  Goes  Rusty  (10%) Jnl.v  15 

Big  Fish  (10)  Aug.  18 

I'MItEE  STOOGES  CO.MKDIE.S 
I Ducking  Tliey  Did  Cm 

(lOVa)  Apr.  7.  ’38 

Calling  All  Curs  (17%) Aug.  25 

Oil.v'  to  Bed,  Oil.v  to  Rise 

(18%)  Oct.  6 

Saved  by  the  Belle  (17) June  30 

Three  Lillie  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6. ’39 

IVe  IVanf  Our  Miiminy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Ves,  We  Have  No  Bon/ana 

(16)  May  19, ’.39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Vo.  2 Inside  I he  IVhite  House 

(11)  Feb.  21, ’39 

No.  3 Inside  the  Capitol 

(10)  May  26, ’39 

No.  4 I.ibrary  of  Congress 

(10)  Aug.  4 


OCR  GANG  C03IBDIES 

Alfalfa’s  .Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Auto  Antics  (10) July  22 

Clown  Princess  (10) Apr.  15,  ’3EI 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29. ’39 

Dog  Daze  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Personalities  (10)., Mar.  11,  ’39 

Joy  Scouts  (10)  June  24 

Tin.!  Troiildes  (10) Feb.  18 

P.ASSING  PARADE  (New  Series)  j 

Angel  of  Mercy  (10) May  20, ’39  1 

Giant  of  Norway  (11)  Sepia. June  24  ! 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28  I 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (II).. Feb.  18 
Story  That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed 

(11)  July  22 

Tile  Stor.v  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Toivn 

(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PF:TE  SMITH  SPECIAl.TIES 

Culinar.v  Carving  (9)  July  1 

lioidde  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OHeroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Ylarine  Circus  (9) Mar.  11,  '39 

(v)l’enny’s  picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Poetr.v  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) Ma.v  20, ’39 

Take  a Cure  (Sepia)  (9) Aug.  12 

Weather  Wizards  (9) Apr.  8, ’39 

ROBERT  BENCH LEY 
An  Hour  for  Lnncli  (9)  ..  Mar.  18, ’.39 

Dark  Magic  (10)  Stay  1.3 

Home  Early  (9)  Ma.v  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

IIow  to  Sulilet  (8) Jan.  28, ’39 


Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) June  23 

Fislierinan’s  Pluck  (10)  . .Apr.  14, ’39 

Sw  ans  (10)  May  19, ’39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  . . .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  6(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
lioi.se  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  .3, ’39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’.39 

Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fasliions. 

No.  10  (11)  May  5, ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2, ’.39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 
©Aladdin  and  His  Wonderful 

l.amp  (22)  Apr.  7,  ’39 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’.39 

Hello,  How  Am  I?  (7)  July  14 

It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28,  ’39 

l.eave  Well  Enongli  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

IVidta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 


Grand  National 

CAY’.ALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2(10)  .Ian.  20 

M-G-M 

CRISIE  DOESN’T  PAT 

Help  Wanted  (21) June  10 

Money  to  Loan  (21) Mar.  11, ’39 

While  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15, ’39 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

.Ancient  Egy  pt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Colorful  Cnracao  (9) May  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9)...  Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

•lava  Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

Picturesque  Udaipur  (8) . .May  13, ’39 

Rural  Hungary  (9) Apr.29,  ’39 

MINIATURES 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Hobbies  (10)  . .May  13, ’39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

l.ove  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18, ’39 

Prophets  Without  Honor 

(11)  May  20, ’.39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11) ..  .May  27, ’39 
MUSICAL  COAIEDIES 

Happil.v  Buried  (20) Apr.  15, ’39 

Somewhat  Secret  (21)  ...  Mar.  25, ’39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor.  . .May  13 
Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears 


(11)  July  15 

.Titterbug  Fi»IIies  (9) Feb.  2.5,  *39 

©Little  Gold  Fish  (8)  ...  Apr.  1.5, ’39 

Mama’s  Neyv  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

The  Bear  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

IVanted  No  Master  (8) . . . Mar.  18, ’39 


.M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Paramount 

HKTTY  noOP  CARTOONS 
Musical  Monntaineers  (7)  May  12,  '39 
Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20,  *39 

on  the  Reservation 

(7)  July  7 

So  r)oe><  an  Ant<»mobile  (7)..  Mar.  31 
Tlie  Scared  Crows  (7) . . . . Jane  0, ’39 

Yip  Y^ip  Yippy  (7) Augr.  11 

COI.OR  CI.AS*<ICS 

Kickin’  (7) Jnn.  27,  ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21,  ’39 

Tile  Ramyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

r<»rOK  CRTM^F« 

(New  Series  In  Cinecolor) 

Cn^fn  Rlf-n  (10>  T>ec.  2 

Jamaica  (10)  May  26 

hand  of  In^'o  Memories  (10)  . .Jan.  27 

Repiihlic  of  Panama  (9)  . . . . Mar.  24 
IIKADT.INFR 

A Song-  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6,  *39 

The  Champagne  Music  of  tlie 

I.nwrenoe  Walk  (10)  Mar.  3 

Tzawrp-ncp  TValk  and  tils  Orchestra. 

Sweet  Moments  (11) Aug.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 

Music  Through  the  lears 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 
Paramount  Presents  IToagy  Car- 

miciiael  (10)  May  5,  *39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Sweet  Moments  (11)  Aug.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 
Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10)  ..  June  2,  *39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a <)n^en 

(11)  Apr.  7. ’39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra.  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

I’ARAMOCNT  NFWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHTCS 

Breaking  the  News  (19) Aug.  25 


POPCl.AR  8C1ENCK 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6,  *39 

No.  4 (10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5 (11)  May  12,  *39 

No,  6 (11)  Aug.  4 

GltANTLANB  RICE  SPORT- 
LKillTS 

Death  Valley  Thrills  (10)  . .June  9,  *39 

Diamond  Dust  (10) Ma.v  12,  *39 

I ruliuking  FrogH  (10) Dec.  23 

Hi  jinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14,  *.39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Bread*  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Tlie  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  Jan.  20,  *39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 

tNlJSHAI.  Ot  GFPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  4(10)  Feh.  3, ’39 

No.  5 (10)  Apr.  14,  *39 

No.  6 (Cinecolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16,  *39 

RKO  Radio 


DISNEA^  CARTOONS 

Beach  Picnic  (8) June  9,  *39 

Donald’s  Cousin  Gus  (7) ..  May  19,  *39 
Donald's  l.iicky  Day  (8)  , .Jan.  13,  *39 

Fer<linand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Gnof>  and  Williur  (K) Mar,  17 

Mother  tioo‘»e  <ioes  Iloilo  winid 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Practical  Pig  (8)  Feb.  24,  *39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

'Snriuti  Dog  Shou  (K) Feb.  .3,  *39 

Mi'’l<e>  Mon.Nie  eTifers  Pluto  in  the 
So'-iety  dog  sliow  and  IMuto  does 
not  win. 

The  Pointer  (8)  Jul.y  21 

OTlie  Hockey  Champ  (7)  . .Apr.  7,  *39 
The  Fgly  Duckling  (9) Apr.  7 
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KOOAK  Kfc.>Nli;L>i  CUMKUIIi;»4 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Baby  Daze  (15) May  19, ’39 

Clock  IVise  (16)  Mar.  gl 

Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  It. 

Feathered  Pests  (16)  July  28 

Maid  to  UrUer  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADIJNER  COMEDIES 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24, ’39 

Sales  Slips  (17)  July  21 

I.EON  EKKOE  COMEDIES 

Crime  Kave  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 

his  home  without  knowing  It. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10,  ’39 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  5, ’39 

King  Madness  (19) June  30, ’39 

MAKCH  OF  TIME 

tJTio.  6(18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 

row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

The  .«tate  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

foung  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Cri.sis. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

Ja)>aii.  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

ijixie — 'The  nation’s  number  one 
u'oijleiu. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

No.  13  (18)  Aug.  4 

Metropolis — 1939. 

Ni;-Ari,AS  MUSICALS 
Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12,  ’39 
Fast  & Liumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
xee  .-(i.sters,  Gilrone  & Starr. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

George  Jesael,  Four  Eton  Boys, 
Frieda  Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(III)  Feb.  17, ’39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra, 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropica!  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, '39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-'37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FI.ASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-Gone  (16)  Apr.  21, ’.39 

Marrlage-Go-Round  (18) July  28 

Plumb  Crazy  (lb) Feb,  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

Tlie  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  (or 
the  pennant  chase. 

Boo  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

A I cher> . 

Deiil  Drivers  (9)  June  16,  ’39 

Kennel  Kings  (9)  Aug.  11 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .May  19, ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  It’s  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, ’39 
Ranch  House  Romeo  (17)  . . . . Apr.  7 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10) Mar,  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9) . . .Apr.  7,  ’39 

Swinguet  (8)  May  26, ’39 

Television  (9)  May  5,  ’39 

Worid  of  Tomorrow  (9) June  23 

Zoo  (9)  July  21 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

Five  Times  Five  (19) July  21 

The  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Conquering  the  Colorado  (11)  Aug.  18 
l»aii>  )>iei  oi  Hanger  (10)  .Jan.  b. '39 

Filming  the  Fleet  ( . . ) Oct.  27 

Sand  Hogs  (10) May  12 

ED  I'HOKGEKSEN-SPOK'l'S 

Big  Game  Fishing  (..) Sept.  1 

Hunting  Hogs  (il) Mar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  May  12 

Sh.ioiing  tor  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  June  23 

FATHER  HUBBARD’S  ALAS- 
KAN ADVENTURES 
4iBirthplace  of  Icebergs  (11)..  Aug.  4 
FA.sHIOSs 

^Fashion  Forecasts  No.  1 

( . . ) Sept.  15 

0F'asbion  F’orecasis,  No.  ,( 

(11)  Mar.  31, ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..)..  July  7 
FO.\  MOIIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly 
LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE 
PUSS  PARADE 
Monke.vs  Is  the  Craziest 

People  ( . . ) Sept.  29 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

(( lial  F.\er,\  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  (..)  May  26 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  .3, ’.39 

Mystic  Siam  (10) Mar.  17, ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....June  9 
The  Evergreen  Empire  (..).. Oct.  13 

(Iking  Irail  (10) J eb.  17, ’39 

TERRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  (..) June  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  June  30 

Barn.vard  Baseball  (7)  July  14 

Barn.vard  Egg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  May  6 

Frozen  Feet  ( 7 ) Feb.  24 

Gundy  (.nose  in  G-Man 

•litters  (7)  Mar.  10 

©Hook,  Line  and  Sinker  ( . . ) . Sept.  8 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  May  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mur.  24 

due  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

Sheep  in  the  Meadotv  (..)..  .Sept.  22 

The  Cuckoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

’The  Golden  West  (7)  Aug.  25 

Their  Inst  Bean  (7)  April  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)  . . . . July  28 

©The  Orphan  Duck  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

i be  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

( 7 ) Jan.  1 3.  ’39 

The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

fh'l  be  line.  Itears  |6I  Fell.  Ill 

©Two  Headed  Giant  (7) Aug.  11 

Universal 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (..)  Apr.  24 

Little  Tough  Mice  (7) Mar.  13 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

Stubborn  Mule  (7) July  31 

Slap  Happy  Valley  (..) Aug.  21 

Silly  Sui>erstition  (..) Aug.  28 

GOING  PI.ACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  .30, ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20,  '39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  1.3 

No.  62(9)  Apr.  10, ’39 

No.  6.3  (9)  May  1.5,  ’.39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26, ’39 

No.  65  (9)  July  17 

JIENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van.  Minor  & Root.  Three 
Wile.s,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cate  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 
Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  I.slanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18)  ...  .July  12, ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee.  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Nautical  Knights  (19) ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzls. 

Pharmacy  Follies  (18) . . . .May  17,’39 
Three  Playbo.vs,  Frazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gilrone 
* Starr. 

Swing  Sanatorium  (18) June  14 

Dorothy  Stone-Charles  Collins. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 


Roche,  Toy  & Wing,  Lillian  Roth, 
Pied  Pipers,  The  Phllharmonlcas. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Ang.  16 

HALIER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Arabs  (vith  Dirty  Fezzes  (7) 

(..)  July  31 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Mola  Land  (7)  May  29, ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30,  ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) .Apr.  10, '39 

Magic  Beans  (7)  Feb.  13 

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7) ..  .May  8, ’39 

•Snuffy’s  Party  (7)  Aug.  7 

The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 

S’TRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  69  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61  (9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62(9)  May  1, ’39 

No.  63  (9)  June  5,  ’39 

No.  64  July  3 

No.  65  (9)  Aug.  7 

TWO  REEL  special 

Bo.v  Meets  Joy  (17) Sept.  6 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Joy  Hodges,  Lucille 
Page,  Mary  Ruth,  The  Elderblooms 
and  Pinky  Tomlin’s  Orchestra. 
March  of  Freedom  (21) Sept.  6 

INIXERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  (..)  .Mar.  25 

A Swing  Opera  ( . . ) July  22,  ’39 

Broud(\u,v  Buckaroo  (20)  June  3, ’39 

Home  Clieap  Hume  (..)  Mar.  18 

Pro.iection  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) A|ir.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

isophomore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) F'eb.  11 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13, ’.39 

Wardrobe  Girl  ( . . ) June  17,  ’39 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(Netv  Series) 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  4. Apr.  22,’39 
Blechanix  Illustrated  No.  6 

(..)  June  10, ’39 

Modern  Methods  (..)... July  16,  ’39 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  8 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Mar.  25, ’39 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

It’s  an  III  Wind  (7) Jan.  28 

Polar  Pals  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

Porky  and  Teabiseuit  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 
Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  II 

Porky’s  Picnic  (..) July  15,  ’39 

Pork.v’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  I.one  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13, ’39 

Scalp  ’Trouble  (..) June  24,  ’39 

Wise  Quack  (..) Aug.  5,  ’39 

MEl.ODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, '39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7, ’39 
Clyde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

( . • ) Apr.  8 

Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Larry  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Leith  Stevens  & Orch. 

(..) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  & Orch  (..)... July  1,  ’39 
Russ  Morgan  & Orcnesira 


, (11)  Feb.  25 

W'ill  Osborne  & Orch. 

(..) July  22,  ’39 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (III  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mur.lt 

Bars  and  Stri|ies  Forever  (7)  .Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..).. June  3,  ’39 

Coiini:  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daff.v  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 

Dangerous  Dan  McFoo 

(..) July  15,  ’39 

Dog  Gone  Modern  (7)  . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldrush  Daze  (7)  F'eb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) . . . . Jan.  28, ’39 
Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  ..May  20, ’39 

Old  Glory  (..) July  1,  ’39 

I’rest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Rubiiihood  IMakes  Good  (7) . . .Feb.  11 
Snow  Man’s  Land  (..).. July  29,  ’39 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs  (7). May  6,  39 

TECHNICOLOR 

Bill  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12,  ’39 

Lincoln  In  the  White  Rouse 

(21)  Feb.  11,  '39 

Quiet  Please  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Suns  of  the  Plains  (19) . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

Swingtime  In  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 

roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 

Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech, 
The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . , .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
Crawfords  at  Home  ( . . ) . .Apr.  15,  ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  F’eb.  18 

Tax  Trouble  (10) Mar.  18,  ’39 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

Witness  Trouble  (..)... July  29,  ’39 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  F'rom  Death  (11)... Mar.  4 

Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Haunted  House  (..) June  3, ’39 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  (..) July  7, ’39 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) ..  .Jan.  7, ’39 
Three-Minute  Fuse  (..).July  29,  ’39 
Voodoo  Fires  (11)  May  6 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

Mandrake  the  Magician. . .May  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 

(15  episodes).  Story  of  burlod 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

12  Chapters  June  10 ’39 

Charles  Quigley.  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men  Sept.  2 

15  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd,  Irving 
Pichel,  Ted  Pearson,  Phylis  Isley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. F'eb.  25, ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ...  .July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr..  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Bancroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17, ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall.  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
Jr. 
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1 APRIL  8 

APRIL  15 

APRIL  22 

APRIL  29 

MAY  G 

MAY  13 

1 [T|  Comedy  9013 

1 Lady  and  the  Mob  (66) 

1 Fay  Bainter-Ida  Luplno- 

1 Lee  Bowman 

1 R— Mar.  11 

[iil  Drama  9030 

First  Offenders  (61) 
Walter  Abel 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Mar.  11 

|l8|  Western  9814 

Law  Comes  to  Texas 
(57) 

Bill  Elliott 

R— May  27 

Western  9206 

Spoilers  of  the  Range  (58) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

R — June  10 

in  Drama  9031 

Outside  These  Walls  (61) 
D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 

R — June  3 

[nl  Action  Drama  90H 
Blind  Alley  (71) 

0.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 

R — Apr.  29 

|13|  Drama  30 

Exile  Express  (70) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marsha 
R— Feb.  18 

[ia]  Western  WI-ll 

8ix  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 
Tex  Fletcher-J.  Barela- 
R — Feb.  18 

1 Drama  with  Music  931 

1 Broadway  Serenade  (113) 

1 J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 

1 R — Apr.  $ 

Im]  Rom.  Comedy  989 
Kid  From  Texas  (70) 

D.  O'Keefe-F.  Rice 

R — Apr.  8 

|2i|  Comedy  934 

The  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 

R — Apr.  22 

Drama  932 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Apr.  29 

n Comedy  933 

Lucky  Night  (82) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 
R — May  6 

|i2|  Action  Drama  93. 
Tell  No  Tales  (69) 
Melvyn  Douglas 

Louise  Platt 

R — May  20 

1 Melodrama  3884 

1 Undercover  Agent  (66) 

1 Russell  Gleason 

1 Shirley  Deane 

Drama  3808 

Streets  of  New  York  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R — Apr.  15 

|l9|  Melodrama  3889 

Wanted  by  Scotland 

Yard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 

Betty  Lynne 

R — Apr.  29 

[T]  Action  Drama  3820 
Boys  Reformatory  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — May  6 

1 1^  Comedy  3830 

1 I’m  From  Missouri  (77) 

1 Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 

1 R— Mar.  25 

|14|  Comedy  - Music  3838 

Never  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 
R— Mar.  11 

Melodrama  3831 

Bnlldog  Drummond's 
Secret  Police  (55) 

J.  Howard  R — Apr.  8 

1^  Drama  3833 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 
(85) 

Wallace  Ford-Aline  Mc- 
Mahon-Patrlcia  Ellis 

R — Apr.  15 

|28|  Comedy  Drama  3834 
The  I.ad.v’s  From  Ken- 
tucky (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 
R— Apr.  15 

Outdoor  Drama  3835 
^Union  Pacific  (137) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Joel  McCrea 

R — May  6 

g Drama  383( 

Hotel  Imperial  (80) 

I.  Mlranda-R.  Milland 

R — Apr.  22 

Western  865 

Night  Riders  (58) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Apr.  8 

[jg]  Western  854 

Frontier  Pony  Express 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

R — Apr.  16 

^ Action  Drama  811 

Street  of  Missing  Men 
(65) 

Chas.  Bickford-H.  Carey 

R — Apr.  29 

[5]  Western  844 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 
Gene  Autry-June  Storey 

R — May  6 

Western  86( 

Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 

R — June  24 

1 Comedy  Drama  910 

1 Love  Affair  (87) 

1 Irene  Dunne-Clhas.  Boyer 

1 R— Mar.  18 

1 Blog.  Drama  919 

1 Flying  Irishman  (73) 

1 Douglas  Corrigan 

1 R— Mar.  11 

Action  Drama  980 
They  Made  Her  a Spy 
(67) 

Sally  Ellers-Allan  Lane 
R— Mar.  25 

1^  Action  Drama  988 
Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 
R — Apr.  29 

|28|  Melodrama  923 

Rookie  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt;  R-Apr.  29 

HH  Musical  838 

Stor.v  of  Vernon  tnd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astaire-G.  Rogers 

R — Mar.  18 

[~^  Comedy  Drama  924 
Sorority  House  (63) 

Anne  Shirley-J.  Ellison 

R — Apr.  22 

g Melodrama  985 

Panama  Lady  (65) 

L.  Ball-A.  Dane 

R— May  13 

1 Melodrama  937 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 

1 Island  (64) 

1 Peter  Lorre 

1 Jean  Hersholt 

1 Amanda  Duff 

R — Mar.  18 

Drama  938 

Story  of  Alexander 
Graham  Beil  (97) 

Don  Ameche-Loretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 

R — Apr.  8 

[2i[  Comedy  Drama  939 

Winner  Take  All  (61) 
Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 
R— Feb.  25 

^ Melodrama  945 

Inspector  Hornleigh  (76) 

G.  Harker-Miki  Hood 

R — Apr.  22 

|28j  Outdoor  Drama  940 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 
(71)  R— Apr.  29 

Warner  Baxter 

Lynn  Bari-Henry  Hull 
jisi  Musical  8018 

Climbing  High  (71) 

J.  Matthews:  R-Apr.22 

[~5~|  Action  Drama  941 

Chasing  Danger  (60) 
Preston  Foster 

Lynn  Bari 

R — Jan.  7 

Musical  942 

Rose  of  Washington 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 

Tyrone  Power 

A1  Jolson 

R— May  13 

1 Drama 

1 yWuttiering  Heights 

(103) 

1 Merle  Oberon 

1 Laurence  Olivier 

R— Apr.  1 

^ Comedy 

Zennbia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Billle  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 

R— Mar.  18 

Comedy- Music  SOM 
Kast  Side  of  Heaven 
(88) 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 
R— Apr.  15 


[i^  Action  Drama  3019 
Code  of  the  Streets  (70) 
Harry  Carey 
Frankie  Thomas 
Juanita  Quigley 
R — Jan.  28 


Action  Drama  3018 
Big  Town  Czar  (66) 
Barton  MacLane 
Eve  Arden 
R— Apr.  22 


|28]  Comedy  Drama  3030 
For  I.ove  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 
Robt.  Kent 
R — Apr.  22 


Outd’r  Drama  WB304 
©Dodge  City  (104) 

Errol  Flynn 
Olivia  de  Havllland 
R — Apr.  8 


[l5|  Melodrama  WB316 
Women  in  the  Wind  (65) 
Kay  Francis 
Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 


^ Drama  l^NSSl 
Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar,  11 


^ Comedy  FN373 
Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 
R — Apr.  22 


[e]  Action  Drama  FN353 
Confessions  of  a >’azi 

Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 
Lya  Lys 
R — Apr.  29 


|l3]  Action  Drama  WB332 
'I'orcli.v  Runs  for  Mayor 

(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 
Barton  MacLane 
R — April  1 
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^katt 


MAY  20 

MAY  27 

JUNE  3 

JUNE  10 

JUNE  17 

JUNE  24  1^ 

Action  Drama  9001 
Only  Angels  Have 

Wings  (122)  R-May  20 

C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 

Action  Drama  9027 
Missing  Daughters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 

[Y|  Action  Drama  9024 
Trapped  in  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 

R — Feb.  18 

|~i~|  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colmon 

[isl  Comedy  1072 

Awful  Truth  (92)  reissue 
Irene  Dunne 

[isl  Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (58) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R— July  1 

^ Action  Drama  9012  1 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (79)  1 

(Form.  "Q”  Planes)  1 

L.  Olivler-V.  Hobson  1 

R — June  10  1 

^ Action  Drama  314 
Panama  Patrol  (69) 

Leon  Ames 

Charlotte  Wynters 

R— Feb.  25 

^ Western  WI-3 

Singling  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

Comedy  936 

it’s  a Wonderful  World 

(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stewart 

R — May  13 

1^  Comedy  937 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Young- Annabella 

R — May  27 

[Y]  Melodrama  938 

6,000  Enemies  (61) 

Walter  Pidgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

[1^  Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — June  3 

1^  Comedy  940  1 

Maisle  (74)  1 

Ann  Sothern  1 

Robert  Young  1 

R — June  17  1 

m Western  3864 

Down  the  Wyoming 

Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — June  17 

1^  Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  CaU  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 

R— May  27 

[Y]  Western  3855 

Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  3 

Melodrama  3823 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 
R — Aug.  5 

||^  Musical  3837 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (65) 

Bob  Hope-Shlrley  Ross 
Gene  Krupa 

R— May  13 

Drama  3838 

Unmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 

R — May  27 

^ Drama  3864 

.Stolen  Life  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 
R— Apr.  29 

[2]  Comedy  3839 

Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case 

(75) 

Gracie  Allen 

Warren  William 

R— May  13 

|~^  Action  Drama  3840 
Undercover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J.  C.  Naish 

R — May  27 

|ia[  Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 

(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 

R — May  20 

1^  Melodrama  3842  I 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68)  I 

J.  Howard-G.  Patrick  1 

R — May  20  1 

^ Western  3843  1 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73)  I 

D.  Woods-E.  Venable  1 

R— Mar.  25  | 

1 HH  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 
Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dix-G.  Patrick 

R— Apr.  15 

HH  Western  865 

Southward  Ho  I (58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 
iR — June  17 

1^  Drama  812 

The  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 

R— May  27 

[2]  Action  Drama  813 

S.  0.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (60) 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 

R — June  3 

[9]  Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— July  8 

g Western  856  1 

In  Old  Callente  (57)  I 

Roy  Royers:  R-July  15  1 

Western  867  1 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (52)  I 

Three  Mesqulteers  1 

R— July  15  1 

g Western  984 

Kaeketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien:  R — May  20 

|~2]  Comedy  928 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71) 
Lupe  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

Melodrama  926 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-L.  Carrillo 

R — June  10 

Drama  937  1 

Five  Came  Back  (75)  1 

Chester  Morris  1 

Wendy  Barrie  I 

R — June  10  1 

[1^  Comedy  943 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  Withers-A.  Whelan 

R— May  13 

^ Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Goraia  (66) 

Ritz  Bros. 

R — May  27 

[2]  Comedy  Drama  946 
Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
wood (60) 

Jed  Prouty 

Shirley  Deane 

R — May  27 

Drama  947 

OYoung  Mr.  Lincoln 

(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 
(71) 

S.  Toler-Phyllis  Brooks 

R — June  3 

|2^  Com.  Drama  954  I 

Susannah  of  the  Moun-  1 

ties  (78)  1 

Shirley  Temple  1 

Randolph  Scott  1 

R — June  17  1 

1^  Action  Drama 
Captain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen-June 
Lang-Brian  Aherne 

R — May  13 

Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Champ  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 

R — May  20 

^ Action  Drama  3040 
They  Asked  for  It  (61) 
B.  Lundigan-J.  Hodges 
R— July  8 

[2]  Action  Drama  3040 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

[2]  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Lombard 

|~9]  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

[2]  Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

1^  Action  Drama  FN364 
You  Can’t  Get  Away 
With  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 

R — ^Jan.  28 

1^  Action  Drama  FN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 

R — May  13 

[y|  Comedy  Drama  FN376 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewin 

R — April  8 

[1^  Hist.  Drama  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

^ Com.  M-Drama  WB324 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  Litel 

R— duly  15 

^ Action  Drama  FN36S  1 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (92)  I 

Wayne  Morris  1 

Joan  Blondell  1 

R — May  27 

|Y|  Comedy  Astor 
Gay  Nineties  (64) 


[9]  Western  Astor 
Tumbieweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 
R — May  27 


[le]  Musical  Astor 
Everything  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 


Melodrama  Astor 


U-67  (65) 
Allan  Hale 
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1 JULY  1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22 

JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

^ Drama  9032 

Parents  on  Trial  (57) 
Parker-Downs;  R-July  8 

1^  Comedy  9005 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73):  R-June  24 

J.  BIondell-M.  Douglas 

lis]  Western  9208 

Man  From  Sundown  (59) 
Starrett- Meredith 

R — Aug.  5 

[lo]  Drama  9025 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 
(60) 

Hudson-Kruger;  R-JuIy  8 

^ Comedy  9010 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

(68) 

Penny  Singleion 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  22 

Action  Drama  9033 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (62) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Aug.  5 

Action  Drama  900J 
Coast  Guard  (72) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

R — Aug.  19 

■ ^ 

Drama  941 

Strongrer  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virgrinia  Bruce 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R— July  1 

Drama  942 

QOn  Borrowed  Time 
(99) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

R— July  8 

[lY]  Drama  943 

They  All  Come  Out  (70) 

Rita  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

R— July  8 

Comedy  944 

Andy  Ilnniy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (87) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — July  15 

g Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

R — May  20 

Drama  94(  ' 

Miracles  for  Sale  (70)  |j| 

Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull  t;. 

R — Aug.  ^5 

[Y]  Action  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— July  8 

Western  3865 

Man  From  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Aug.  12 

|Y~]  Mystery  3807 

Mr.  W’ong  in  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R — July  22 

[30|  Melodrama  3844 

Bnlldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — June  24 

Musical  3845 

Man  About  Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

[14]  Com.  with  Music  384(i 
IViillion  Dollar  Legs  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R — July  15 

Action  Drama  3847 
Magnificent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamiroff-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

R — July  1 

1^  Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (64) 
Anna  May  Wong 

R — July  29 

Comedy  3819 

Night  IVork  (62) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

R — Aug.  12 

|Y|  Drama  814 

Mickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryan 
R— July  1 

[l^  Musical  Comedy  815 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 

R — July  1 

1^  Comedy  816 

Should  Husbands  Work? 

(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R— July  22 

|3X|  Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  (64) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Aug.  5 

^ Mystery  luarna  929 
Saint  in  London  (70) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 

[30]  W^estern  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

Melodrama  930 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edw.  Ellis 

R— July  1 

[l4|  Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
[14]  Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron!  79)  reissue 
Joel  McCrea- Richard  Dix 

^ Musical  947 

Way  Down  South  (62) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R — July  22 

[2^  Melodrama  931 

Si>cllbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

R — July  15 

|~^  Comedy  932 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

|30[  Comedy  Drama  950 
It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

[~7]  Melodrama  952 

5fr.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 

R — Nov,  19 

Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Power 

R — July  8 

|2^  Action  Drama  953 

News  Is  Made  at  Nlght(71) 
P.  Foster-L.  Bari 

R— July  8 

Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
R— July  29 

^ Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

R— July  29 

1^  Comedy  Drama  001 

Fisa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  fori 
Women  (82) 

Ann  Sothern 

James  Ellison 

R— July  29  ^ 

1^  Comedy 

IVinter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

R— July  22 

pr|  Drama 

0Four  Feathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 

June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

|30|  Melodrama  3038 

House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 

Irene  Hervey 

R— May  20 

[t]  Drama  3031 

Forgotten  Woman  (68) 
Sigrid  Gurie-Don.  Briggs 
R— July  8 

[lY]  Comedy  3008 

Unexpected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mischa  Auer 

R — July  22 

|2i|  Drama  3007 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 
George  Raft-C.  Trevor 

R— July  22 

1 

[j]  Com. -Music  W'B311 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 

Dick  Powell 

R — June  10 

Action  Drama  \VB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — June  24 

Action  Drama  W'B325 
IVaterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 

Gloria  Dickson 

R — July  1 

1^  Drama  FN3G0 

Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 

John  Garfield 

R — June  24 

Comedy  FN366 
Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 

Gloria  Dickson 

R— July  8 

[Y]  Melodrama  5VB315 
Indianapolis  Speedway 
(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — July  15 

1^  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery-M-  Love 
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Mookinq  (2hatt 

A GUIDE  TO  CURRENT  RELEASES 


AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26 

SEPTEMBER  2 

SEPTEMBER  9 

SEPTEMBER  16 

Melodrama  9018 

Blan  They  Couldn’t 

Hang  (64) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  19 

Comedy  Drama 

Five  Little  Peppers  ( . . ) 
Edith  Fellows 

Wild  Horse  Picture 

Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion 
(.  .) 

Drama  9002 

Golden  Boy  (100) 

Barbara  Stanwyck 

Adolphe  Menjou 

William  Holden 

R — Aug.  19 

Drama  917 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  (91) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

R — Aug.  12 

[T^  Comedy  Drama  048 
These  Glamour  Girs  (79) 
Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 

R— Aug.  26 

p5|  Comedy  Fantasy  949 
©Wizard  of  Oz  (102) 

Judy  Garland 

Frank  Morgan 

B — Aug.  19 

|~Y]  Comedy  Drama  1 

The  Women  ( . . ) 

Norma  Shearer 

Joan  Crawford 

Rosalind  Russell 

|~^  Comedy  2 

Henry  Goes  Arizona-  ( . . ) 

(.  .) 

Frank  Morgan 

PH  Comedy  Drama  3 ■ 

Dancing  Co-ed  ( . . ) 1 

Lana  Turner  H 

Richard  Carlson  ■ 

Drama  with  Mus.  3825 
Girl  From  Rio  (62) 

Movita- Warren  Hull 

R— Aug.  12 

Western  3806 

Riders  of  Frontier  (..) 

We.stern  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

pp]  Melodrama  3826 

Irish  Luck  (61) 

P.  Darro-D.  Purcell 

R — Aug.  26 

Action  Drama  3815  ■ 

Sky  Patrol  ( . • ) 1 

John  Trent  ■ 

Marjorie  Reynolds  1 

Comedy  Drama  3850 
Our  Deadlng:  Citizen  (90) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

R — Aug.  5 

|lg|  Melodrama 

This  3Ian  Is  News  (75) 
Barry  K.  Barnes 

V.  Hobson  R — July  29 

Western  38.59 

Renegade  Trail  (58) 
Wiiliam  Boyd 

R.  Hayden  R— July  29 

p^  Musical  Comedy  3851 
Star  Maker  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

R — Aug.  19 

Melodrama  3901 

Death  of  a Champion 
(..) 

L.  Overman-R.  Paige 

[g]  Western  3954 

Range  War  (66) 

W.  Boyd-R.  Hayden 

R— Aug.  12 

Dr&ma  3902  1 

Beau  Geste  (120)  1 

Gary  Cooper-R.  Milland  ■ 

R — July  29  1 

1^  Western  808 

New  Frontier  (56) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Aug.  19 

Western  847 

In  Old  Blonterey  (70) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R— July  29 

pl|  Action  Drama  825 

Smuggled  Cargo  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Barry  MacKay 

R — Aug.  26 

pg]  Drama 

I'Ught  at  Blidnight  ( . . ) 

P.  Regan-J.  Parker 

|Y|  Western 

Wall  Street  Cowboy  ( . . ) 

R.  Rogers-G.  Hayes 

We.stern  933 

Bad  Lands  (65) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  jr. 

R— July  29 

Drama  936 

In  Name  Only  (92) 

Carole  Lombard 

Cary  Grant-K.  Francis 
R— Aug.  12 

Drama  001 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (95) 
Anna  Neagle 

Geo.  Sanders 

R— Aug.  26 

Western  980 

Fighting  Gringo  (60) 
George  O’Brien 

Melodrama  935 

Conspiracy  ( . . ) 

A.  Lane-L.  Hayes 

Comedy  002  1 

Day  the  Boolcies  Wept  1 

(..)  1 

J.  Penner-B.  Grable  1 

[JY]  Comedy  Drama  002 

Chieken  Wagon  Family 
(65) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Aug.  19 

Adventure  Drama  003 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 

(100) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Nancy  Kelly-R.  Greene 

R — Aug.  B 

p^  (■’omedy  004 

Quick  Millions  (61) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Byington 

R — Aug.  5 

|~j~|  Detective  Drama  005 

Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  (85) 

B.  Rathbone-I.  Lupino 

R — Aug.  26 

frl  Melodrama  006 

Charlie  Chan  at  Trea- 
sure Island  (73) 

S.  Toler-P.  Moore 

R — Aug.  12 

Drama  011  1 

The  Bains  Came  ( . . ) 1 

Myrna  Loy-Tyrone  Power  1 

George  Brent  1 

m]  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 

(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — July  8 

1^  Drama  with  Music 

Thev  Shall  Have  Music 

(120) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 
J.  Heifetz;  R-July  15 

[ix|  Drama  .3003 

When  Tomorrow  Comes 

(90) 

Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

R — Aug.  19 

l^lj  Comedy  Drama 

Underpup  ( . . ) 

Gloria  Jean-Ernest 
Truex-Nan  Grey 

1^  Outdoor  Drama 
Mutin.v  on  the  Bla.dt 
Hawk  (66)  R — June  24 
R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 

|g|  Drama 

Bad  Company  ( . . ) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

Western 

Desperate  Trails  (62) 

John  Mack  Brown 

Bob  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 

jUJ  Musical  Comedy  1 

Hawaiian  Nights  (64)  I 

Johnny  Downs  I 

Mary  Carlisle  I 

R— Aug.  26  1 

[l2|  Comedy  WB326 

Torch.v  Plays  With  » 
Dynamite  (59) 

J.  Wyman-A.  Jenkins 

R — Aug.  5 

Tlrama  FN356 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 

Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 

R — July  22 

|26|  Comedy  FN376 

Hobby  Family,  The  (54) 

R — Aug.  26 

Drama  FN367 

Angels  "Wash  Their 

Faces  (96) 

Ann  Sheridan-R.  Reagan 
R — ^Aug.  5 

Drama 

The  Old  Maid  (95) 

B.  Davis-M.  Hopkins 

R — Aug.  5 

[~^  Comedy  Melodrama 

Nancy  Drew  and  the 
Hidden  Staircase  (60) 
Bonita  Granville 

Frankie  Thomas 

R — Aug.  26 

Drama  I 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  ( . . ) I 

John  Garfield  I 

Priscilla  Lane  I 

R — Aug.  19 
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Drama 
Thunder  Afloat  ( . . ) 
Wallace  Beery 
Chester  Morris 
Virginia  Grey 


$1,000 
Joe  E.  Brown 
Martha  Raye 


Comedy 

Touchdown  ( . . ) 


Comedy  Drama 

Fast  and  Furious  ( . . ) 
A.  Sothern-P.  Tone 


Drama  3803 

Mutiny  in  the  Big  House 


(..) 

Chas.  Bickford 
Barton  MacDane 


Comedy  Drama 

My  Dove  for  Yours  ( . . ) 
M.  Carroll-F.  MacMurray 


|T|  Action  Drama  3816 
Scouts  of  the  Air  ( . . ) 
John  Trent 


[e]  Comedy 

What  a Life  ( . . ) 
B.  Field-J.  Cooper 


[13]  Western  3857 
Overland  Mail  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 


[13]  Drama 

Jamaica  Inn  (106) 

C.  Laughton-M.  O'Hara 
R — July  8 


Calling  All  Marines  ( . . ) 
D.  Barry-H.  Mack 


Comedy  Drama  93-1 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (80) 
Ginger  Rogers 
James  Ellison 
R — Aug.  26 


Drama  003 

IMll  Confession  (72) 

V.  McLaglen-S.  Eilers 
R — Aug.  26 


Drama 
Three  Sons  ( . . ) 
E.  Ellis-V.  Vale 


|i3|  Musical  916 

Everything  on  Ice  ( . . ) 

I.  Dare-E.  Linden 


1^  Drama 

Television  Spy  ( . . ) 
W.  Henry-J.  Barrett 


Drama 
Disputed  Passage  ( . . ) 


D.  Lamour-A.  Tamiroff 
J.  Howard 


^ Comedy  008 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (5  7) 
Jean  Rogers 
William  Frawley 


^ Drama  009 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 

(.  .) 

R.  Greene-N.  Kelly 


Drama 
The  Escape  ( . . ) 

Richmond-A.  Duff 


010 


K. 


Musical  007 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  ( . . ) 
Alice  Faye-Don  Ameche 


1^  Comedy  018 

Shipyard  Sally  (80) 

G.  Fields-S.  Howard 


I27I  Action  Drama  Oil 
20,000  Men  a Year  ( . . ) 
R.  Scott-M.  Healy 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 ' 

1^  Drama 

Rio  (..) 

Sigrid  Gurle 

Basil  Rathbone 

|T]  Comedy  with  Music 

First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

^ Comedy 

No  Place  to  Go  ( . . ) 

Fred  Stone 

Gloria  Dickson 

Denis  Morgan 

^ Melodrama 

A Child  Is  Born  (79) 

G.  Pitzgerald-G.  George 

J.  Lynn 

R — Aug.  5 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance.  Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request.  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


REAR  SHUTTERS  FOR  SIMPLEX, 
$29.50!  Here’s  value — while  they  last. 
Take  advantage — modernize  your  Simplex 
by  installing  rear  shutters.  S.O  S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with  cop- 
per oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  Dealers, 
Kansas  City  territory — STEBBINS,  1804 
Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HERE’S  WHAT  YOU’VE  BEEN  WAIT- 
ING FOR;  Re-equip,  using  S.O.S.  easy 
time  payment  plan — available  on  quality 
theatre  equipment.  Write  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  tw  o yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible:  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slight  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY — 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12  50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100.000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  1938-39  Pictui'e  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


"DON’T  PAY  MORE” — 425  exceptionally 
good  spring  cushion  theatre  chairs,  $1.85 
each:  400  heavy  duty  veneer  chairs,  $1.10 
each.  Rebuilt  Simplex  mechanisms,  $135.00 
each.  New  five  point  stands  with  60  amp. 
switch  box,  $37.50  each.  Re-enameled 
Simplex  lower  16"  magazines,  $12.50  each. 
Complete  rebuilt  low  intensity  Peerless  arc 
lamps,  $160.00  pair.  Complete  RCA  P.  G. 
30  equipment — sound  heads,  amplifier  and 
speakers  — excellent  condition,  $160.00. 
Powers  6-B  machines,  rebuilt  as  good  as 
new.  BODELSON  & COMPANY,  50-60- 
40th  St.,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE  — Simplex  machine  with 
sound  head.  Opera  House,  Triplett,  Mo. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 

NEW  COMPLETE  S.O.S.  SOUND  SYS- 
TEM, $239.50,  for  400  seat  theatre.  In- 
cludes 2 Cinemaphone  soundheads,  G.  E. 
motors,  drives,  15  watt  amplifier,  Jensen 
concert  speaker,  baffle,  monitor,  etc.  Guar- 
anteed and  ready  for  immediate  shipment. 
S O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 

DO  YOU  NEED  CHAIRS?  We’ve  got 
12,423  good  used  veneer  and  upholstered 
seats,  75c  up.  Write  for  free  list  now! 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

THEATRE  FOR  SALE  — 250  seats; 
northeast  Missouri  town  of  1,200;  two  pay- 
rolls. State  Theatre,  LaGrange,  Missouri. 


PROJECTIONIST  — Experienced:  do 
sign,  scenery  painting;  own  P.  A.  system; 
$27.50:  references.  Behrens,  902  N.  Eighth, 
Sheboygan,  Wisconsin. 


PROJECTIONIST — 15  years  experience; 
reliable,  capable  operator.  Prefer  small 
town.  Box  101,  Tivoli,  839-8th  Ave.,  New 
York  City. 


PROJECTIONIST-MECHANIC  — Now 
employed,  desires  change;  9 years  experi- 
ence, young,  reliable.  Experienced  in  serv- 
icing various  sound  equipment;  all  pro- 
jectors. Go  anywhere  if  opportunity  worth- 
while. Excellent  references.  B-1147,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


POSITION  WANTED  — Manager:  14 
years  experience.  Excellent  references, 
married,  sober,  capable.  B-1143,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


YOUNG  EXPERIENCED  MAN  will  man- 
age theatre,  any  size,  anywhere;  have  pro- 
jectionist license;  references.  Write  John 
Baxter,  R.  D.  No.  1,  Phoenixville,  Pa. 


BINGO  CARDS 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES 

Write  today  for  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB,  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER"  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE,  I 10c  a word 

4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Order)  ) ^ insertions 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  ' ***  price  of  3 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad  times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE. 

Blind  Ads — lOc  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


BOXOFFICE  : : August  26,  1939 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


EDW.  N.  RUGOFP 


esplanade  2-2266 


SURF  THEATRE 

3117  SURF  AVENUE 
BROOKLYN  NEW  YORK 


HERMAN  BECKER 


BROOKLYN  and  LONG  ISLAND 


August 

16th 

1939 


BOXOFFICE 

4804  East  9th  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:- 


Replying  to  yours  of  the  14th  I would  appreciate 
a new  binder  for  my  PICTURE  GUIDE,  DATE  AND  RECORD  BOOK. 

The  previous  binder  for  it  mysteriously  disappeared  from  my 
office  and  I am  lost  without  my  guide 


In  closing  I must  compliment  you  on  your  thorough 
and  impartial  coverage  of  all  angles  of  our  business.  Yours 
is  tne  only  trade  book  that  inspires  confidence  in  trade 


publication  unhampered  bj  advertising  considerations  or 
personal  prejudices. 


i 


Just  one  of 
many  practic 
BOXOFFIC 
Services 


...  7 

W m 

Mm 


l^mTIONAL  EDITION 


MAJORS  DEPLORE  CODE  STOPPAGE;  SEE  CHIEF  LOSS  TO  INDEPENDENT  EXHIBITORS 
• . . JUSTICE  DEP'T  TO  GO  ALL  WAY  IN  SUIT;  N.  Y.  FORESEES  NO  TRIAL  BY  NOVEM- 


BER  . . . WARNERS  BELIEVE  THEY  ARE  IN  CLEAR  LEGALLY  IN  12-POINT  PROGRAM; 


THEATREMEN  REACT  VARIOUSLY;  OTHER  DISTRIBUTORS  "HURT"  BY  LOST  CHANCE 

!f  ‘l‘ 


TO  MOVE  UNITEDLY  . . . HEARST  PRESS  ATTACKS  INDUSTRY  AND  GETS  ANSWER 
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OH  BOY! 


PUBLISHED  EVERT  SATURDAY  BT 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 

VoL.  35  Number  15 

September  2,  1939 

Member 

Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations 


Editorial  Offices:  9 rockefeller  plaza,  new 
YORK  city;  Publication  Office:  4804  e.  9th 
ST.,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO./  HollyWOOdl  6404  HOLLY- 
WOOD BLVD.,‘  Chicago:  332  s.  Michigan  blvd. 
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FIRST  OVER  THE  LINE 


MART  is  the  word. 

As  speculation  ran  unbridled  over  a first  step  in  code  salvaging,  the  Warner  organization  went 
quietly  to  work  with  its  lawyers,  neatly  picked  out  many  of  the  essentials  in  the  document  which  Thur- 
man Arnold  had  ruled  a collective  group  of  majors  could  not  adopt  and  drafted  a twelve  point  pro- 
gram to  govern  its  sales  policy  for  the  new  season.  A march  thereby  was  stolen  on  the  rest  of  the 
field. 


It  may  be  betraying  a secret  to  divulge  Warner-ites  are  surprised  they  walloped  such  a homer 
across  with  such  little  interference.  They  anticipated  individual  action  would  be  sprung  from  some 
quarter,  but,  having  no  way  of  knowing  where,  moved  fast  enough  to  best  their  competitors. 

Much,  very  much,  has  happened  since  the  turn  of  the  year.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a matter  of  record, 
as  a succeeding  page  will  show,  that  solo  action  along  code  lines  had  been  discussed  as  far  back  as 
February.  This  was  the  period  in  the  negotiations  when  the  majors  themselves  lacked  unity  in  point 
of  view  and  when  Sidney  R.  Kent  for  20th  Century-Fox  and  William  F.  Rodgers  for  M-G-M  were  so 
keen  for  self-regulation  that  both  of  them  seriously  contemplated  a code  of  their  own  regardless  of 
whether  or  not  other  major  companies  decided  to  go  along.  As  events  now  turn  out,  it  is  Gradwell 
L.  Sears  who,  in  the  beginning  could  have  been  far  more  code-minded,  scores  the  beat. 

Now  just  exactly  why  does  he  score  and  why  is  it  a beat?  He  does  both  because,  in  this  indus- 
try which  so  frequently  permits  its  purposes  and  its  way  of  seeking  them  to  be  clouded  either  in  de- 
liberate uncertainty  or  lacking  in  definition,  he  sets  forth  clearly  the  conditions  which  are  to  guide  the 
merchandising  of  his  product.  It  is  a refreshing  and  largely  new  experience. 

Many  exhibitors  are  confused  as  a result  of  Washington's  annihilation  of  the  trade  practice  agree- 
ment. They  declare  they  are  mixed  up  and  would  very  much  like  to  get  unscrambled.  Now  and  in- 
sofar as  one  major  organization  is  concerned,  at  least,  they  do — right  down  the  line  to  the  very  frank 
expectancy  on  the  Warner  side  that  it  will  get  preferred  playing  time  on  top  bracket  attractions. 

The  move  is  blessed  in  that  it  is  in  the  open.  There  cannot  well  be  any  backsliding  on  a policy 
so  broadly  publicized.  Warner  has  declared  how  far  it  will  go.  The  exhibitor  is  aware  of  what  to 
expect.  'This  suggests  a basis  for  mutuality  and  goodwill  and  whatever  may  trail  both  for  all  hands 
concerned. 

The  well-informed  have  been  aware  that  the  formulas  set  up  in  the  code  need  not  necessarily  con- 
stitute a total  loss  and  that,  in  some  form,  a portion  of  them  might  be  placed  into  actual  practice. 
It  seems  now  the  manner  of  doing  this  funnels  through  to  the  individual  sales  policies  of  code  parti- 
cipating companies. 

With  any  such  eventuality,  however,  must  be  tied  a question  about  Washington  and  how  it  may 
be  expected  to  view  a step  similar  to  Warner's  when  undertaken  by  two  or  more  organizations  even 
when  their  motivation  actually  is  individually  prompted.  This  may  smack  of  conspiracy.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a problem  for  the  future. 

In  the  meantime,  Warner  has  cleared  the  atmosphere  for  its  buyers.  We  view  this  as  a sound  and 
substantial  development  for  the  seller,  as  well.  In  fact,  for  an  industry  which  could  eliminate  consid- 
erable distrust  by  a more  liberal  application  of  the  same  open-work  method. 


MAJORS  DEPLORE  CODE  STOPPAGE;  POINT  OUT 
CHIEF  LOSS  IS  TO  INDEPENDENT  EXHIBITOR 


Companies  Convinced  Arnold  Would 
Have  Filed  Criminal  Froceedirgs 

New  York — The  red  signal  which  stymied  the  seven  major  companies  that  had  par- 
ticipated in  code  formulation  from  taking  a chance  anyway  and  despite  rejection  of  the 
document  by  the  department  of  justice  was  the  fear  of  action  leading  to  criminal 
indictments,  those  seven  companies  are  now  thoroughly  convinced. 

Arnold  is  reported  to  have  voiced  this  as  his  intention  if  the  code  had  been  adopt- 
ed over  the  head  and  admonition  of  the  department.  The  word  is  understood  to  have 
reached  the  chief  attorney  for  one  of  the  companies  either  by  design,  by  accident  or 
through  friendship.  He  immediately  passed  it  along  to  the  others.  The  decision  auto- 
matically followed  to  let  the  code  rest. 

It  also  appears  that  code  rejection  hit  the  majors  with  such  bombshell-like  impact 
because  some  of  their  lawyers  insist  their  contacts  with  the  department  since  the  all- 
industry suit  was  filed  over  a year  ago  have  led  them  to  believe  Washington  favored 
code  adoption  and  had  persistently  encouraged  activities  along  this  line. 


While  Parts  of  Draft  May 
Be  Salvaged,  They  See 
Vital  Clauses  Lost 


New  York — Stoppage  of  the  code  be- 
cause of  warning  by  Thurman  Arnold, 
chief  of  the  anti-trust  division  under  At- 
torney General  Frank  Murphy,  of  further 
and  more  intensified  prosecutions  if  the 
agreement  is  implemented  is  seen  as  es- 
sentially the  independent  exhibitors’  loss, 
according  to  distributor  counsel  who  have 
spent  more  than  a year  in  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  document. 

The  contention  is  that  distributors  were 
giving  away  everything  and  the  smaller 
exhibitor,  in  particular,  was  on  the  receiv- 
ing end. 

Cite  Arbitration  Need 
While  Warner  and  now  other  distribu- 
tors are  preparing  to  incorporate  some  of 
the  code’s  provisions  into  new  contracts, 
retroactive  to  the  first  of  the  year,  the 
two  most  important  phases  which  brought 
the  majority  of  complaints  from  the  smal- 
ler exhibitor  cannot  be  remedied,  it  is  held, 
unless  there  is  some  means  of  arbitrating 
them. 

These  deal  with  unfair  clearances  and 
overbuying  which  can  be  amicably  settled 
only  by  some  method  of  voluntary  arbitra- 
tion and  provided  all  exhibitors  in  each 
exchange  area  are  willing  to  become 
parties  to  any  defense  action  when  their 
situations  are  indirectly  involved. 

Even  up  to  the  last  minute  when  it  was 
hoped  the  code  would  pass  Washington 
unscathed,  distributor  counsel  believed 
there  was  very  little  that  could  be  done 
about  a disinterested  third  party  accept- 
ing a decision  affecting  his  clearance,  re- 
gardless of  whether  he  signed  the  code, 
willingly  or  otherwise.  It  was  felt  the 
minute  distributors  insisted  that  such  a 
third  party  accept  the  decision  the  anti- 
trust laws  were  being  violated  in  that  he 
had  bought  something  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  either  protection  or  product, 
and  part  of  it  was  being  taken  away  from 
him  despite  the  fact  he  was  not  actually  a 
party  to  the  specific  dispute. 

See  Rejection  Nullified 
Insofar  as  Warner  and  other  distribu- 
tors may  swell  the  cancellation  clause  from 
10  to  20  per  cent  for  certain  price  aver- 
ages, some  distributors  hold  that  the 
double  feature  situation  virtually  nullifies 
the  larger  rejection  bracket.  Not  only  do 
dual  bookings  lead  to  a demand  for  prac- 
tically everything  available  on  release,  but 
the  fact  that  major  companies  fall  short  a 
few  pictures  annually  also  has  bookers 
scraping  around  for  reissues  and  repeat 
engagements. 

As  for  the  elimination  of  score  charges, 
exhibitors  expect  the  fee  to  be  included  in 
rentals.  This  was  indicated  recently  by 
the  general  sales  manager  of  a major  com- 


pany who  said  his  company  would  try  to 
get  the  fee  in  contracts.  The  assertion 
was  made  at  the  Allied  of  New  York  con- 
vention at  the  Astor  here. 

The  fact  that  Warner,  and  possibly 
others,  would  adjust  clearances  by  con- 
ciliation needs  not  only  the  support  of  the 
distributors,  but  most  of  all  the  willingness 
of  independent  circuits  to  go  along.  For 
some  months  now  various  distributors  have 
been  attempting  to  settle  a clearance  com- 
plaint in  Jersey  City.  It  was  stated  the 
exhibitor  complaining  had  good  cause  to 
have  his  situation  re-adjusted,  but  the 
powerful  competitive  independent  circuit 
involved  refuses  to  budge.  So  the  situation 
continues  in  status  quo.  And,  it  is  stated, 
unless  relief  is  given  for  the  new  season, 
the  independent  through  his  attorney, 
Emil  K.  Ellis,  plans  to  bring  the  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  department  of 
justice. 

Others  "Marking  Time" 

With  William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  gen- 
eral sales  mariager  and  chairman  of  the 
distributors’  sub-committee,  on  the  coast 
and  John  Howley,  one  of  the  five  attorneys 
who  journeyed  to  Washington  to  see  Paul 
Williams  several  days  before  Arnold  hand- 
ed down  his  momentous  edict  vacationing 
in  New  Hampshire  for  the  past  week,  oth- 
ers prominently  identified  with  the  code 
have  made  a short  week  of  it  prior  to  the 
Labor  Day  holiday.  ‘‘We  are  marking 
time,”  said  one  attorney. 

However,  there  are  some  lawyers  who 
cannot  reconcile  Arnold’s  ultimatum  with 
President  Roosevelt’s  admonition  15  months 
ago  when  he  called  in  the  presidents  of 
all  major  companies,  and  Will  H.  Hays, 
and  told  them  of  the  many  complaints 
registered  from  small  exhibitors.  The 
president,  it  is  stated,  virtually  commanded 
the  industry  to  get  its  ‘‘house  in  order.” 

‘‘Just  as  we  were  putting  ‘our  house  in 
order’,”  said  one  attorney,  ‘‘Arnold  says 
we  cannot  do  it.  He  doesn’t  say  the  code 
is  illegal.  If  you  have  read  his  letter  you 
will  note  he  says  the  basic  structure  of  the 
industry  is  illegal — that  is,  major  circuit 
operation.  And  since  the  code  does  not 
provide  for  theatre  divorcement,  which  is 


the  main  issue  of  the  government  suit,  the 
code  does  not  correct  the  industry’s 
abuses.” 

Answering  this,  the  attorney  goes  on  to 
say  President  Roosevelt  was  advised  by 
the  company  presidents  they  would  not  di- 
vest themselves  from  theatre  operations 
and  ‘‘the  president  was  satisfied  with  the 
reasons  presented.”  At  least,  this  source 
says  so. 

There  is  a strong  possibility  the  indus- 
try’s heads  may  again  visit  the  president, 
this  time  at  their  request,  but  not  until 
‘‘the  war  of  nerves  and  words”  has  settled 
into  a calm.  It  is  felt  the  film  companies 
must  answer  Roosevelt,  since  he  called 
them  in  originally,  and  then  present  their 
side  of  the  case.  The  feeling  is  that,  if 
divorcement  is  the  cardinal  issue  of  the 
government  suit,  the  federal  court,  and 
maybe  the  supreme  court,  will  determine 
who  is  right.  But  until  then,  distributors 
see  no  reason  why  the  industry  cannot 
adopt  a code  which  would  tend  to  do  away 
with  the  complaints  touched  upon  by  the 
President. 

Some  See  "Shrewd"  Move 

There  are  other  attorneys  who  do  not 
overlook  Arnold’s  ‘‘shrewdness.”  They 
insist  that  when  he  told  the  majors  the 
code,  if  adopted,  would  fall  into  the  illegal 
bracket,  he  had  in  mind  his  own  equity 
suit.  ‘‘In  other  words,”  counsel  continues, 
‘‘by  successfully  scaring  the  majors  from 
putting  the  code  into  effect  he  (Arnold) 
thereby  preserves  the  full  essence  of  the 
complaints  that  formed  a basis  for  his  all- 
industry and  local  suits.  If  the  code 
should  be  adopted,  in  one  form  or  another, 
this  would  tend  to  vitiate  the  big  action.” 
Such  action,  it  is  held,  would  leave  it  to  the 
courts  to  decide  whether  it  is  illegal  for  a 
producer-distributor  to  own  and  operate 
theatres. 

Going  a step  further,  the  lawyers  add, 
‘‘Since  all  of  the  major  attorneys  fine- 
combed  the  code  and  finally  put  their 
stamp  of  approval  on  it — and  there  are 
some  smart  attorneys  in  the  industry  more 
familiar  with  the  anti-trust  laws  than  oth- 
ers— and  if,  being  as  sensitive  as  they  have 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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JUSTICE  DEPT  TO  GO  ALL  WAY  ON  THE  SUIT; 
GOVERNMENT  LAUNCHES  WESTERN  OFFENSIVE 


Criminal  Proceedings 
Charges  Violation 
Consent  Decree 

By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — The  department  of  jus- 
tice this  week  launched  its  long-threat- 
ened California  case,  announcing  Thurs- 
day it  had  initiated  criminal  contempt  pro- 
ceedings against  the  defendants  in  the 
original  Fox  West  Coast  Theatres  case 
for  violation  of  the  consent  decree  which 
closed  that  suit  in  1930. 

The  aim  of  the  proceedings,  it  was  de- 
clared by  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Thurman  Arnold,  head  of  the  anti-trust 
division,  “is  not  only  to  punish  the  de- 
fendants for  disobeying  the  court’s  order, 
but  also  to  re-create  a situation  in  which 
the  independent  exhibitors  may  compete 
on  equal  terms  with  Fox  West  Coast  Thea- 
tres Corp.” 

The  proceedings  were  filed  in  the  fed- 
eral district  court  for  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  California  against  Fox  West  Coast 
Theatres  Corp.;  Fox  West  Coast  Agency 
Corp.,  Fox  West  Coast  Service  Corp.,  20th 
Century-Fox,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  M-G-M,  Para- 
mount, RKO  Radio  Pictures,  RKO  Radio 
Distributing  Corp.,  Universal,  Warner 
Bros.,  Vitagraph,  United  Artists,  and  54  in- 
dividuals who  are  officers  and  employes  of 
those  corporations. 

The  only  major  company  not  included 
is  Columbia,  who  was  not  a party  to  the 
consent  decree  in  1930. 

“These  proceedings  are  brought  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  announced  policy  of  this 
department  vigorously  to  enforce  decrees 
entered  in  anti-trust  proceedings,  whether 
entered  by  consent  or  after  litigation,” 
Arnold  declared. 

A formal  statement  by  the  anti-trust 
division  head  explained  that  the  1930  pro- 
ceedings were  a suit  in  equity  against  Fox 
West  Coast  Corp.  and  a number  of  major 
distributors  alleging  a conspiracy  to  re- 
strain and  monopolize  trade  in  motion  pic- 
tures, the  government  charging  that  the 
distributors  were  granting  preferences  to 
Fox  West  Coast  over  its  competitors,  the 
independent  exhibitors.  These  preferences, 
it  was  alleged,  included  the  right  to  select 
and  contract  for  pictures  before  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors;  excluding  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  from  exhibiting  pictures 
first  run  or  in  competition  with  Fox  West 
Coast,  and  adopting  and  enforcing  zoning 
and  clearance  schedules  which  granted  Fox 
West  Coast  arbitrary  and  unreasonable 
protection  and  clearance  over  independent 
exhibitors.  The  defendant  companies  con- 
sented to  the  entry  of  a decree  enjoining 
the  continuance  of  the  “conspiracy.” 

“During  the  past  several  years,”  the  as- 
sistant attorney  general  said,  “the  depart- 
ment has  received  numerous  complaints 
that  the  parties  named  in  the  decree  were 
violating  its  provisions.” 


Trace  Story  Cost 
To  Competition 

New  York — The  cost  of  story  material, 
precipitated  by  competition,  has  soared 
in  the  past  few  years  to  a condition 
where  it  is  not  uncommon  to  pay  from 
$50,000  to  $200,000  for  a successful 
Broadway  play  for  film  purposes.  Co- 
lumbia cites  this  in  its  answer  to  the 
government  suit,  pointing  out  it  paid 
$200,000  for  the  picture  rights  to  "You 
Can't  Take  It  With  You." 

It's  a Rough  Road, 
Columbia  Explains 

New  York — It’s  a hard  road  for  the 
producer  who  isn’t  rich  in  star  values  but 
who  wants  and  requires  them  for  his  top 
product.  Columbia  assembles  an  array  of 
instances  where  it  sought  certain  players 
for  specific  roles  and  failed  to  get  them  for 
one  reason  or  another  to  demonstrate  its 
experience  and  also  to  emphasize  this 
point: 

“The  practice  of  loaning  out  stars  has 
nothing  whatsoever  to  do,  so  far  as  the 
answering  defendants  are  concerned,  with 
any  alleged  control  of  production  and  ex- 
hibition by  the  five  producer-exhibitor  de- 
fendants. 

“The  changing  position  of  the  star  and 
the  increased  emphasis  on  artistic  at- 
tainment, together  with  a scarcity  of  ar- 
tists, literary  material  and  the  limited  fi- 
nancial means  of  each  of  the  producers, 
are  responsible  for  the  development  of  the 
practice  of  loaning  out  stars.” 

In  its  reply  to  the  government  suit,  Co- 
lumbia makes  much  of  this  argument.  In- 
sofar as  its  own  trouble  in  corralling  star 
talent  is  concerned,  the  answer  cites  the 
fear  that  important  personalities  might 
be  miscast,  resulting  “in  the  star’s  dis- 
satisfaction and  disability  to  perform  at 
his  best”  thereby  inducing  a situation 
which  “likewise  destroys  the  investment 
of  the  producer  in  the  picture.”  Out  of 
the  company’s  Hollywood  note  book,  these 
are  mentioned: 

“For  the  Grace  Moore  picture,  T’ll  Take 
Romance,’  Columbia  tried  to  borrow  James 
Stewart,  Robert  Taylor  or  Franchot  Tone 
from  M-G-M,  and  Fred  MacMurray  from 
Paramount,  but  all  were  unavailable. 

“For  ‘When  You’re  in  Love,’  the  com- 
pany tried  to  borrow  Fred  MacMurray, 
James  Stewart  or  Franchot  Tone  for  the 
leading  male  part,  but  again  was  unable 
to  do  so.  It  finally  succeeded  in  borrow- 
ing Cary  Grant  from  Paramount,  but  only 
upon  committing  itself  to  lend  to  Para- 
( Continued  on  page  18) 


Washington  Echoes  the 
Home  Office  Feeling 
Of  "Finish"  Fight 

Washington — Executive  opinion  in  New 
York  that  code  rejection  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  draws  the  battle  lines 
closer  and  re-emphasizes  that  final  dispo- 
sition of  fundamental  Issues  will  be 
reached  only  through  a finish  fight  on  the 
government’s  all-industry  suit,  is  echoed 
at  the  department. 

However,  it  reaches  beyond  this  one  arm 
of  the  government  and  into  administra- 
tion circles  where  an  impression,  in  part 
at  least  prevails,  that  code  proposals  were 
designed  more  as  a back-door  effort  to 
sabotage  the  anti-trust  case  than  any  at- 
tempt to  bring  about  voluntarily  some  of 
the  reforms  the  government  would  force. 

Divorce  of  exhibition  from  production 
and  elimination  of  block  and  blind  book- 
ing are  the  main  objectives  of  the  govern- 
ment suit.  Neither  is  touched  upon  in 
code  proposals,  it  is  pointed  out  here. 
Other  points  of  attack  in  the  monopoly  ac- 
tion are,  to  a considerable  extent,  inci- 
dental to,  and  the  result  of,  distributor 
ownership  of  theatres  and  block  booking. 

While  department  of  justice  officials  re- 
fuse to  discuss  the  matter,  it  has  been  let 
known  that  they  are  determined  to  fight 
the  issue  to  a finish  and  will  not  be  moved 
from  that  position  by  any  offer  of  any 
“concessions”  by  distributors. 

Insofar  as  the  Warner  adoption  of  cer- 
tain of  the  provisions  of  proposed  code 
are  concerned,  the  department  maintains 
silence.  Other  than  to  point  out  Thurman 
Arnold’s  letter  rejecting  the  code  fully  ex- 
pressed the  views  of  the  department,  of- 
ficials there  refuse  to  comment  on  the 
distributor’s  action. 

At  the  same  time,  it  was  indicated,  adop- 
tion of  code  provisions  by  individual  com- 
panies would  make  no  difference  to  the 
New  York  suit,  which  is  the  major  matter 
of  interest  to  the  government  and  in  which 
are  involved  all  of  the  points  with  which 
distributors  sought  to  deal  in  their  code. 

Blumberg  Ends  Summer's 
Stay  on  the  Coast 

Hollywood — Nate  J.  Blumberg,  presi- 
dent of  Universal,  terminates  a summer’s 
stay  here  the  day  after  Labor  Day  when  he 
heads  directly  for  New  York. 

His  family  will  travel  more  leisurely, 
taking  in  San  Francisco,  Yosemite  and 
perhaps  others  of  the  national  parks. 


Matty  Fox  Will  Accompany 

New  York — Matty  Fox  expects  to  meet 
Nate  J.  Blumberg  in  Chicago  later  in  the 
week  and  travel  into  New  York  with  him. 
Shortly  thereafter.  Fox  returns  to  his  post 
at  the  Universal  studio. 
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IN  NAME  ONLY  now  opening  and 
playing  to  the  same  kind  of  business 
in  pre-reieases  Coast  to  Coast . . . 
BACHELOR  MOTHER  currentiy 
sweeping  the  subsequent  runs  . . . 
FiFTH  AVENUE  GIRL  set  for  the 
pre-release  smash  in  September! 


FIRST  FIVE  DAYS  $8,200 
AHEAD  OF  "IN  NAME  ONLY 
RADIO  CITY'S  THREE-WEEK 
SUMMER  SENSATION! 


Held  for  another  week  of  the  astounding  brand  of 
business  RKO  RADIO'S  been  giving  the  Music  Hall 
almost  all  summer  long!  — Two  great  weeks  of 
BACHELOR  MOTHER  . . . Three  terrific  weeks  of 
IN  NAME  ONLY  (which  gave  the  Hall  its  biggest 
RKO  RADIO  opening  in  three  years  until  FIFTH 
AVENUE  GIRL  walked  in)... and  now  a second  week 
of  the  show  that's  day  by  day  zooming  higher  into 
that  select  circle  of  $100,000-a-week  attractions.. . 


FIFTH  AVENUE  GIRL 


WITH 


WALTER  CONNOLLY  . VERREE  TEASDALE  • JAMES  ELLISON 

TIM  HOLT  • KATHRYN  ADAMS  • FRANKLIN  PANCBORN 
PRODUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  GREGORY  U CAVA 


PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  IN  CHARGE  OF  PRODUCTION 

SCREEN  PlAY  BY  AllAN  SCOTT 


Vhen  We  Say  BIG  ONES  from  RKO  RADIO! 


NO  LEGAL  CLOUDS  DISTURB  WARNER  HORIZON 


n\l  PATTP  TIT  A AT  ''nTTn  T 

iTPTTT rTTIAir  PTATFP 

m bALbb  PLAN;  UUn  1 

UGHL  FIRM  STATES 

Is  Individual  Approach, 
Not  Copy  of  the  Code, 
Spokesmen  Contend 

New  York — The  Warner  organization 
sees  no  reason  to  be  disturbed  over  any 
reactions  of  the  department  of  justice  to 
its  12-point  sales  policy  and  any  resem- 
blance it  may  bear  to  the  code  which 
Washington  has  rejected  on  the  ground  it 
has  been  reared  on  an  illegal  structure. 

Spokesmen  for  the  distributor  declare  it 
is  all  very  simple.  This  is  what  they  say: 

The  sales  plan  is  not  a copy  of  the  code. 

The  sales  plan  is  an  individual  presen- 
tation of  the  conditions  which  will  govern 
the  merchandising  of  the  Warner  product. 
It  represents  a single  company’s  decision 
of  how  it  proposes  marketing  its  product. 
It  has  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  dis- 
tributor in  the  industry,  cannot,  therefore, 
tie  in  with  what  any  distributor  has  in 
mind  or  plans  to  announce. 

To  set  up  conditions  guiding  sales  is 
anyone’s  privilege  and  runs  counter  to  no 
law.  There  is  no  mandate  by  which  War- 
ner can  compel  any  exhibitor  to  buy  its 
product,  but,  if  he  does,  the  12-point  pro- 
gram merely  sets  forth  what  he  is  to  ex- 
pect in  his  relationship  with  the  dis- 
tributor. 

Over  at  Warner,  it  is  appreciated  that 
other  distributors  probably  will  follow  with 
a program  of  their  own.  Tlrey  declare 
there  any  activity  in  this  direction  is  not 
only  anticipated,  but  also  agreeable. 

In  stressing  the  point  that  the  sales 
plan  is  not  the  code,  or  substantial  parts 
of  it,  Warner  offers  reasons  and,  while 
overwhelming  trade  opinion  will  not  view 
it  in  the  same  light,  here  they  are: 

Much  emphasis  is  placed  on  Clause  4, 
the  one  in  which  Warner  openly  declares 
it  expects  all  top  bracket  pictures  to  be 
played  on  preferred  time.  'Tliere  is  noth- 
ing in  the  code  to  so  provide. 

Clause  2 provides  a 10  and  20  per  cent 
cancellation,  but  does  not  include  a 15 
per  cent  bracket  which  was  embraced  in 
the  code.  However,  there  is  a definite 
purpose  in  this.  Warner  spokesmen  state 
the  15  per  cent  bracket  was  incorporated 
in  the  trade  practice  agreement  largely 
for  its  psychological,  not  its  practical,  ef- 
fect. They  compute  89  to  91  per  cent  of 
the  number  of  contracts  signed  by  dis- 
tributors cover  prices  averaging  $100  or 
less  and  that  the  differential  between  num- 
bers of  contracts  ranging  from  $100  to 
$250  is  less  than  five  per  cent  for  all  com- 
panies. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  Warner  plan  that 
pertains  to  foreign  films  or  westerns,  al- 
though the  code  covers  them.  'The  reason, 
of  course,  is  obvious  enough.  Warner  has 
neither. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  plan  about  news- 
( Continued  on  page  18) 


Other  Distributors  Display 
''Hurt” and  "Dissatisfaction” 


New  York — Sour  grapes  or  not,  as  the 
case  may  be,  major  company  sales  heads 
declare  they  are  not  impressed  with  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears’  announcement  Warner  will 
fuse  many  of  the  code’s  principles  into  its 
new  season’s  contracts.  Preferring  to  re- 
main behind  the  cloak  of  anonymity,  the 
feeling,  in  some  quarters,  is  one  of  hurt 
and  dissatisfaction  because,  it  is  argued. 
Sears  had  been  working  with  other  sales 
managers  for  more  than  a year  on  code 
formulation  and  “the  least  he  could  have 
done  was  to  wait  and  see  what  the  others 
proposed  doing.” 

Instead,  this  sentiment  goes.  Sears 
rushed  into  an  announcement  which  can 
only  mean  other  companies  must  follow 
suit,  but  minus  the  trade-wide  advantage 

Kuykendall  Finds  WB 
Policy  "Encouraging" 

Columbus,  Miss. — In  a statement  issued 
through  the  MPTOA  office  in  New  York, 
Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of  that  organi- 
zation, describes  the  Warner  sales  policy 
as  “very  encouraging.” 

“While  it  does  not  cover  all  the  angles 


of  a simultaneous  publicity  break.  There 
are  among  the  competitive  sales  managers 
those  who  declare  they  are  persuaded  to 
harken  back  to  the  early  days  of  code  de- 
liberation where  they  recall  Warner  dis- 
played no  anxiety  to  become  a party  to 
self-regulation.  They  express  it  as  “pecu- 
liar” that  what  the  Warner  organization 
for  so  long  did  not  want  it  now  leaps  at 
without  first  discussing  joint  action  with 
other  companies. 

Above  all,  it  is  the  cross-sectional  dis- 
tributor opinion  that  Warner  should  have 
waited  a little  longer  before  proceeding,  or 
at  least  until  the  heat  of  the  excitement 
generated  by  Thurman  Arnold’s  flat  rejec- 
tion of  the  code  had  simmered  down  to  the 
lukewarm  stage. 


MPTOA  feels  should  prevail,  it  is  a definite 
step  forward  in  bringing  about  a happier 
relationship  between  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition,” he  points  out.  “Mr.  Sears  shows 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  in  making 
this  announcement  without  the  entangling 
restraint  of  the  code  ...  I am  hopeful 
other  distributors  will  follow  Warner’s  lead. 
My  congratulations  to  Grad  Sears.” 


Aiter  Making  Sales  Policies.  He  Goes  Here— 


This  is  the  modest  shack  recently  purchased  by  G.  L.  Sears  whose  assimila- 
tion of  code  features  into  the  new  Warner  selling  plan  is  being  met  with  a 
mixed  reception  from  other  sales  managers  and  exhibitors  alike.  “Sterling- 
stone”  is  the  name  that  goes  with  this  12-room,  four-bath  house,  Pennsyl- 
vania colonial  style,  with  interior  designs  in  the  hallway  an  almost  exact  re- 
production of  the  Jefferson  house  at  Monticello.  Priced  at  $65,000,  the  prop- 
erty was  acquired  from  the  James  F.  Gilkinson  organization.  Designed  by  Ed- 
mond MacCollin  and  built  under  supervision  of  the  Hammel  Construction 
Company,  White  Plains,  it  is  located  in  the  Sterling  Ridge  development  at 
Harrison,  N.  Y.  That  makes  Sears  a neighbor  of  the  Skourases — Spyros 
and  George. 
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EXHIBITOR  REACTION  TO  WARNER'S  12  POINTS 
VAIES;  SOME  PRAISE,  OTHERS  ARE  DHBIOUS 

Attitude  Varies  From  Glee  I INDIVIDUAL  ADOPTION  OF  TRADE  PACT  SEEN  I 

To  a "Let's  Wait  and 

See"  Viewpoint  AS  LAST-RESORT  TACTIC; AIM 


Last  February  Cast  a Shadow — 

Indication  that  resort  to  individual  action  on  the  code  would  be  undertaken 
if  a united  front,  for  whatever  reason,  could  not  be  attained  was  reported  in 
Boxoffice  as  far  back  as  February  4,  as  the  above  headline  reproduction 
demonstrates.  At  the  time,  hoivever,  it  was  not  the  department  of  justice 
that  loomed  as  the  potential  nemesis,  but  bickerings  among  the  distributors 
themselves. 


Exhibitor  reaction  to  the  12-point  War- 
ner sales  policy  which  embodies  some  of 
the  highlights  of  the  thus  far  late  and 
somewhat  lamented  code  is  varied. 

Boxoffice  correspondents  throughout  the 
country  have  been  turned  loose  with  in- 
structions to  find  out  what  theatremen 
think  about  it  all,  and  why.  What  follows 
are  the  initial  findings,  largely  confined 
to  the  area  from  the  Mississippi  east  to 
the  Atlantic  Seaboard: 


Praise  From  Chicago  Greets 
Plan's  Announcement 

Chicago — ^Praise  is  in  order  for  Warner’s 
new  sales  policy  from  all  sides. 

Both  independent  and  affiliated  exhibi- 
tors voice  opinions  that  the  Warner  move 
is  “definitely  one  in  the  right  direction.” 

“It  is  a fair  move  and  definitely  a move 
in  the  right  direction,”  is  the  comment  of 
John  Balaban.  “The  12-point  program 
shows  that  Warners  are  willing  to  deal 
equally  with  everyone.” 

Allied  of  Illinois’  Jack  Kirsch,  who  had 
a hand  in  the  code  negotiations,  carefully 
perused  the  details  of  the  program  in  a 
special  issue  of  Boxoffice  Plashes,  and 
comments,  “We,  at  Allied  in  Chicago,  find 
that  points  number  two  (dealing  with 
cancellations)  and  number  seven  (dealing 
with  elimination  of  compulsory  shorts, 
trailer  and  reissues)  are  the  only  two 
points  that  have  any  value  to  us  Chicago 
exhibitors.  If  those  words  are  put  into 
contracts  exactly  as  printed  without  any 
‘ifs’  or  ‘ands’  attached  to  them,  they  will 
be  a help.  Grad  Sears  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated in  trying  to  solve  some  of  the  evils 
of  our  business,  and  we  hope  that  the  rest 
of  the  majors  will  follow  suit.” 

“The  new  Warner  policy  attempts  to 
embody  the  best  parts  of  the  code  without 
the  aid  of  the  other  distributors  and  thus 
eliminates  any  thought  of  conspiracy  be- 
tween the  companies,”  says  Jack  Rose,  of 
Indiana-Illinois  Theatres.  “If  Sear’s  pro- 
nouncement is  on  the  level  and  sincere,  it 
is  a good  thing  for  our  business  and  more 
companies  should  do  likewise.” 

“It  is  a definite  step  toward  friendliness 
on  the  part  of  Warners,”  is  the  comment  of 
Sam  Traynor,  general  manager  of  the 
Bailey  circuit,  with  headquarters  at 
Princeton,  111.  “It  is  the  first  move  on  the 
part  of  any  distributor  to  show  that  they 
have  a better  understanding  of  the  prob- 
lems of  the  exhibitor  and  are  sincere  in 
wanting  to  do  something  about  them,”  he 
added. 

“Marvelous,”  states  Si  Greiver,  inde- 
pendent circuit  operator.  “Warners  are 


leading  the  way  in  pictures  and  in  a fair- 
minded  sales  policy.” 

Elmer  Balaban,  who  operates  the  H & F 
Balaban  circuit  with  his  brother,  Harry, 
tells  Boxoffice:  “It  is  good  that  one  com- 
pany stepped  out  and  took  the  lead.  Per- 
haps others  will  follow  and  give  us  addi- 
tional concessions.” 

Individual  house  operators  are  identical 
in  their  praise,  ranging  all  the  way  from 
enthusiastic  to  ordinary  acceptance  of  the 
12-point  program.  All  agree  it  is  a start 
toward  better  understanding  between  ex- 
hibitors and  distributors,  even  though  all 
of  them  are  apparently  opposed  to  the  pro- 
nouncement regarding  preferred  playing 
time,  which  exhibitors  have  consistently 
fought  in  Chicago — a fight  which  they  won 
some  years  ago  against  M-G-M. 


Cleveland  Independents 
In  Lukewarm  Welcome 

Cleveland — Gradwell  L.  Sears’  an- 
nouncement that  the  salient  features  of 
the  proposed  industry  code  will  be  in- 
corporated in  the  Warner  1939-40  sales 
policy,  was  received  with  lukewarm  en- 
thusiasm by  independent  industry  leaders 
locally.  A few  feel  it  is  a constructive 
move  in  the  right  direction,  stating  that 
any  concessions  in  favor  of  the  exhibitor 
are  beneficial  even  though  those  listed  in 
his  12-point  policy  do  not  offer  a cure  for 
all  of  their  ills.  One  exhibitor  compliments 
Sears  for  taking  the  lead  in  any  move  to- 
ward alleviating  present  exhibitor  ills. 

“Every  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
producer  or  distributor  is  a help,”  Howard 
Reif  of  the  ScovUle,  Essick  and  Reif  cir- 
cuit states,  “and  if  Warner  Brothers  are 
honest  in  their  20  per  cent  cancellation 
offer,  then  Sears’  announced  policy  is  con- 
structive.” 

“It’s  a joke,”  one  of  the  leading  inde- 
pendent circuit  owners  who  prefers  to  be 
nameless,  said  when  asked  for  his  opinion 
of  the  Sears  program.  “If  there  were  in- 
tegrity and  honesty  in  the  sales  policies  of 
the  producing  and  distributing  companies, 
there  would  be  no  need  of  codes,”  he  went 
on  to  say.  This  exhibitor  furthermore 
said  that,  in  the  light  of  Sears’  address  be- 
fore the  national  Allied  members  in  con- 


vention at  Minneapolis,  in  which  he  al- 
legedly stated  that  the  cost  of  shorts  and 
score  charges  would  be  tacked  on  to  the 
feature  costs,  he  admires  Sears’  frankness, 
both  then  and  now. 

“It  doesn’t  mean  a thing,”  the  president 
of  one  of  the  largest  independent  chains 
says.  “We’ll  pay  for  score  charges  and 
shorts  whether  listed  under  those  heads  or 
not,  according  to  Sears’  own  words  at  the 
Minneapolis  convention. 

“If  Sears’  announced  merchandising 
policy  is  an  honest  one,  it  is  okay,”  one  of 
the  smaller  independent  theatre  owners 
observes. 

One  exhibitor,  who  analyzed  the  policy 
carefully,  takes  exception  to  paragraphs  5 
and  9 in  the  12-point  plan.  He  points  to 
instances  where  it  is  alleged  that  an  old 
and  good  customer  in  this  territory  was 
turned  down  in  a particular  situation  in 
favor  of  a newly  acquired  major  inde- 
pendent circuit  house.  Paragraph  9 is  a 
trouble  maker,  he  states,  causing  unlimited, 
confusion  as  to  booking  dates  especially  in 
those  instances  where  an  exhibitor  books 
at  least  30  days  in  advance  of  the  play- 
date.  Paragraph  11,  he  continues,  reduces 
arbitration  to  the  same  status  it  held 
under  the  NRA,  namely,  a collection 
agency,  inasmuch  as  Sears  agrees  to  arbi- 
trate only  in  the  agreement.  “True  arbi- 
tration,” this  exhibitor  contends,  “involves 
arbitration  of  grievances  affecting  the  in- 
dustry, not  merely  those  controversies  aris- 
ing from  a difference  of  contract  interpre- 
tation.” 


More  New  York  Reactions 
Bring  Mixed  Stand 

'■•sr 

New  York — ^While  initial  comment  of 
independents  in  this  area  lined  up  in  the 
form  of  cheers,  additional  reaction  to 
Gradwell  L.  Sears’  announcement  War- 
ner will  incorporate  several  of  the  code’s 
highlights  into  its  contracts  is  generally 
mixed  with  a number  of  theatre  operators 
refusing  either  to  talk  or  be  quoted. 

The  opinion  of  the  small  type  theatre 
man  is  that,  despite  Sears’  statement,  the 
company  will  continue  to  try  and  push  its 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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Three  people  trapped  in 
crimson  lies!- a rnthless  killer,  the 
lirl  he  loved,  and  the  friend  who 
knew,  bnt  whose  lips  were  sealed 
.Hot,  stinging,  emotional  electricltY 
[ackllng  In  throhhing  human  hearts! 

high-tension  storY  holdlY  treated, 
[werfullY  told,  and  magnificentlY 
!d!...THE  PERFECT  ATTRACTION 
THRILL-HUNGRY  FANS! 


JOSI 

Produced  by  Mobert  Sisk 


AGLEN  • SALLY  FILERS 
lilA-B  ARRT  FITZGERALD 

Directed  by  John  Farrow  • Screen  play  by  Jerry  Cady 
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TORONTO,  ONTARIO — 242  Millwood  Road.  Milton 
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The  HEARST  newspapers,  con- 
genitally committed  to  the  dis- 
covery of  a Communist  behind  every 
beard,  makes  itself  sillier  than  usual, 
which  is  by  way  of  saying  a good 
deal,  in  a current  editorial  attack  on 
the  industry.  Before  getting  any 
further,  we  deliberately  slip  in  a 
word  to  remind  that  this  is  the  same 
press  which  placed  Nazi  Germany 
in  the  comity  of  cultured  and  civil- 
ized nations  the  other  day,  and  did 
it  without  a blush.  That's  to  give  you 
an  idea. 

This  time  it  is  called  "Movie  Prop- 
aganda" and  it  runs  something  like 
this,  caps  and  all: 

"The  greatest  danger  to  the  vitality 
and  progress  of  any  art  or  form  of 
entertainment  is  that  of  becoming  ob- 
vious, dull  and  boring. 

"One  of  the  easiest  and  quickest 
paths  to  this  peril  is  to  pervert  the 
uses  of  the  art  to  the  purpos,e  of  spec- 
ial pleading  in  politics,  to  the  presen- 
tation of  half  truths  and  whole  lies,'  to 
the  twisting  of  truth  so  that  it  will  fit 
a preconceived,  unnatural  and  fallac- 
ious set  of  opinions.  In  a word,  PRO- 
PAGANDA. 

"This  is  precisely  what  is  happening 
to  the  movies. 

"The  screen  is  full  of  propaganda, 
seldom  subtle,  us,ually  thinly  disguis- 
ed and  often  impudently  barefaced. 

"Motion  pictures  have  become  A 
BATTLEGROUND  FOR  FOREIGN 
ISMS." 

As  a means  of  explaining  why 
theatre  business  is  bad,  what  fol- 
lows is  ingenious  and  also  ridicu- 
lous: 

"Sometimes  these  alien  doctrines 
masquerade  as  Americanism,  so  poor- 
ly, however,  that  the  dullest  and  most 
indifferent  can  detect  it  without  half 
frying. 

"But  in  reality,  these  propagandist 
issues,  no  matter  what  their  disguise, 
are  totally  foreign. 

"Generally,  the  trend  is,  to  advocate 
wholly  or  in  part,  the  doctrine  of  Com- 
munism and  to  vilify  everything  that 
opposes  Communism. 

"Consequently,  the  people,  not  a bit 
fooled  by  these  pseudo-dramatic  ar- 
guments and  vastly  irritated  by  them, 
are  staying  from  theatres. 

"The  movies  are  doing  badly  as  a 
result.  Their  income  is  down.  They 
are  losing  the  pleasing  and  enter- 
taining power  upon  which  their  life 
depends." 


True  to  the  screwball  tenor  of 
its  way,  there  is  more; 

' During  the  (Harry)  Bridges  depor- 
tation hearing,  it  was,  testified  that  the 
Communists  are  trying  to  get  com- 
plete control  of  the  film  industry. 

"This  seems  hardly  necessary,  for 
the  movies  AT  PRESENT  seem  to  be  a 
highly  susceptible  and  well  prepared 
field  for  radical  conversion. 

"Directors,  actors,  writers  and  even 
some  producers,  many  of  them  still 
high  in  public  favor,  plume  themsel- 
ves on  Communist  beliefs  and  trans- 
late these  beliefs  into  the  fatal  action 
of  uninteresting  and  offensive  pic- 
tures. 

"Raised  to  fame  and  wealth  under 
the  economic  system  that  made  this 
country,  rich,  powerful  and  FREE,  they 
persist  in  on  attitude  of  radicalism 
that  would  destroy  not  only  the  demo- 
cratic basis  of  that  s,ystem,  but  the 
system  itself  as  well  as  the  art  that 
they  practice  and  profess  to  cultivate. 

"Communist  propaganda,  in  the 
sheep's  clothing  of  drama,  will  not 
fool,  convince  or  convert  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

"Instead  it  bores  the  American  peo- 
ple; it  irritates  the  American  people; 
it  insults  the  American  people. 

"The  consequences  are  financial 
anemia  and  paralysis,  unless  motion 
pictures  are  intelligent  and  patriotic 
enough  to  stop  this  silly  and  seditious 
effort  to  outrage  and  oppose  the  will 
of  the  American  people  to  keep  free 
from  foreign  conflicts  and  entangle- 
ments." 

The  sad  commentary  of  this  dis- 
graceful effort  at  dishonestly  be- 
smirching an  industry  which,  at 
worst  can  be  held  accountable  only 
for  not  always  maintaining  its  high 
level  of  entertainment  is  that  this 
sort  of  editorial  prostitution  is  read 
and,  no  doubt,  believed  by  millions. 

To  deny  the  blanket  charge  rolling 
off  the  Hearst  presses,  at  once,  be- 
comes unnecessary  in  the  columns 
of  an  industry  trade  paper.  Yet  we 
suppose  there  should  be  registered 
an  emphatic  protest  to  such  an  un- 
fair and  unwarranted  castigation. 

It  is  not  true.  Not  a word  of  it. 
The  all-inclusive  attack,  presumably, 
is  aimed  at  some  in  Hollywood  who 
feel  films  have  a purpose  beyond 
the  boy  and  girl  formula  and  who 
believe  that  purpose,  heading  in  the 
direction  of  social  improvement,  can 
be  approached  and  even  accom- 

( Continued  on  page  18) 
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BEAU 

captures  two 


more  keys 


Brooklyn,  N.  “BEAU  GESTE”  scores 

smash  at  Fox  Brooklyn  establishing  record  gross  for 
opening  day,  exceeded  only  by  New  Year's  and  Christ- 
mas opening  and  a Mae  West  personal  appearance. 


NeWcirkf  N#  Despite  rain  and  heat  wave 
^^BEAU  GESTE*^  turns  in  biggest  opening  day 

business  since  January  1937. 

C’EST  BEAU!  C’EST  BEAU! 

(French  for  IT'S  PARAMOUNT'S  YEAR!) 


New  York  Independenl 
Reactions  Are  Mixed 


(Continued  from  page  9) 
trailers  and  shorts  and  that,  although  the 
company  states  it  will  not  demand  score 
charges,  these  will  be  included  in  film 
rentals. 

Si  Fabian,  head  of  the  Fabian  circuit  in 
the  east,  tells  Boxoffice,  “I  have  nothing 
to  say.  I have  been  too  busy  to  study  the 
Warner  announcement.” 

Leon  D.  Netter,  Paramount  home  office 
executive  on  the  theatre  end,  flatly  re- 
fused to  comment. 

“Warners  are  giving  nothing  away,”  says 
a buyer  and  booker  of  three  houses,  one  in 
the  Bronx  and  two  in  Manhattan,  He 
would  not  be  quoted,  but  adds,  “I  think 
clause  four  of  the  announcement  which 
says  ‘We  expect  all  top  bracket  pictures  to 
be  played  on  preferred  playing  time’  is 
terrible.  The  rest  of  the  12-point  program 
means  absolutely  nothing.” 

Jack  Hattem,  booker  and  buyer  for  the 
Interboro  circuit  in  Brooklyn,  states,  “The 
code  is  a joke.  Distributors  say  there  will 
be  no  score  charges,  but  they  are  trying 
to  get  them  in  the  film  rentals.  Then 
the  companies  say  there  will  be  no  forcing 
of  shorts,  trailers  and  newsreels.  Try  and 
buy  without  them.”  Asked  specifically 
about  the  Warner  announcement,  Hattem 
admits  he  had  not  seen  it. 

Must  See  It  First 

Myron  Starr,  booker  and  buyer  for  the 
Frank  Mascoto  booking-buying  combine  of 
15  Long  Island  theatres,  asserts  he  had 
heard  about  the  Warner  announcement 
but  “I  don’t  believe  it  until  I see  it  on 
paper.  The  20  per  cent  cancellation 
would  be  a good  thing  for  exhibitors  whose 
average  film  rental  is  $100  or  under.  Ex- 
hibitors,” he  adds,  “who  pay  more  than 
$100  average  for  a picture  can  take  care 
of  themselves. 

“Warners  say  they  will  not  force  shorts. 
That’s  a lot  of  hooey.  Ditto  when  they 
say  they  will  not  add  the  score  charges  to 
film  rentals.” 

Leo  Justin,  affiliated  with  Walter  Reade 
in  the  operation  of  a number  of  New  Jer- 
sey houses,  has  a kind  word.  He  thinks, 
“It  is  a good  thing  for  the  industry  if  all 
the  other  companies  do  the  same  as  Sears 
and  work  in  harmony  with  one  another. 
The  best  part  of  the  program  is  the  con- 
ciliation idea.” 

Another  exhibitor  who  would  not  lend 
his  name  to  his  quote  states,  “I  have  been 
getting  all  of  the  benefits  of  the  code  for 
the  past  two  years  from  all  the  companies. 
My  contracts  call  for  a number  of  playing 
dates  for  each  company’s  program.  By 
this  plan  I give  the  bigger  pictures  more 
time  in  my  theatres  and  this  leaves  little 
or  no  time  left  for  the  lower  grade  prod- 
uct. As  for  shorts  and  features  I don’t 
buy  them  if  I don’t  need  them  and  that 
goes  for  every  distributor.” 

Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  Allied  of 
New  York,  in  addition  to  sending  out  a 
special  bulletin  to  the  membership  advis- 
ing of  the  Warner  move,  informs  Box- 
office  that  “I  think  the  stand  taken  by 
Grad  Sears  is  a step  in  the  right  direction 
and  marks  progress.  This  proves  my  pre- 
vious statements  relating  to  the  sincerity 


N,  Y.  ITOA  Claps 
Hands  tor  Warner 

New  York — In  a resolution  adopted 
by  members  of  the  ITOA,  Warner  is 
applauded  for  including  various  prin- 
ciples of  the  code  in  new  season's  con- 
tracts, particularly  insofar  as  arbitra- 
tion is  concerned.  The  same  resolu- 
tion calls  for  all  other  companies  to 
follow  along  identical  lines.  Milton  C. 
Weisman,  attorney  for  the  unit,  drew 
the  resolution.  He  has  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  discussions  with  major 
company  lawyers  on  the  arbitration 
phases  of  the  code. 

When  called  to  his  attention  that  the 
Warner  statement  does  not  call  for  ar- 
bitration, but  conciliation,  Harry  Brandt, 
president  of  the  local  exhibitor  unit, 
stated  “We  call  it  arbitration." 

Detroit  Small  Ones 
Plainly  Skeptical 

Detroit — First  reaction  of  individual 
smaller  exhibitors  among  independents  in 
this  territory  is  distinctly  skeptical  on  the 
new  Warner  sales  policy.  Repeated  pub- 
licity and  discussion  of  code  proposals  over 
many  months  apparently  confuse  the 
typical  small  exhibitor  into  thinking  the 
new  proposals  are  already  embodied  in 
present  practice,  some  even  commenting 
that  “other  companies  are  already  doing 
this,  and  Warner  policy  gives  nothing  new 
to  the  exhibitor.” 

Exhibitors  viewing  the  proposals  with 
disfavor,  however,  unanimously  decline  to 
speak  for  publication.  A very  obvious  fear 
of  reprisal  in  film  buying,  with  few  inde- 
pendents yet  signed  up  for  1939-40,  is  di- 
rectly responsible  for  this  condition,  indi- 
cating that  a lot  of  goodwill  effort  will  be 
required  to  eliminate  the  skepticism. 

However,  a fair  appraisal  and  general 
approval  of  the  new  policy  is  voiced  by 
Charles  C.  Perry,  one  of  the  leaders  of  local 
industry,  who  is  Chief  Barker  of  Detroit 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


of  distributors  in  their  proposals  on  trade 
practices  and  my  contention  that  they  in- 
tended to  do  the  right  thing.  I believe 
everybody  will  follow  along  the  same  lines.” 

Cohen  feels  Sears’  decision  to  conciliate 
clearance  differences  is  vitally  important 
to  every  theatre  owner  in  the  territory.  He 
holds  that  now,  without  resorting  to  the 
courts,  unfair  protection  disputes  can  be 
settled  from  within  and  all  exhibitors  in 
the  area  will  benefit  thereby. 

From  Edward  Peskay,  who  operates  13 
theatres  in  the  east,  comes  the  following: 
“I  think  Warners  have  more  guts  than 
anybody  in  the  business,  if  they  really 
mean  what  they  say.  Why  wait  for  every- 
body to  do  it  collusively  which  would  ob- 
viously prove  there  is  concerted  action  in 
the  industry?  Let  each  company  do  what 
it  is  supposed  to  do  in  its  own  field  and 
life  will  be  rosier  for  the  independent  ex- 
hibitor.” 


Cheers  From  Boston 
For  Warner  Plan 

Boston — “It  seems  to  me  that  a few 
more  applications  of  that  nature  would  do 
the  business  a lot  of  good,”  Frank  Lydon, 
Allied  eastern  regional  vice-president,  told 
this  publication  in  commenting  on  the  12- 
point  Warner  1939-40  sales  policy. 

Gradwell  L.  Sears’  streamlined  salvage 
job  was  a prime  topic  of  conversation  in 
the  film  district  since  its  initial  announce- 
ment here  Thursday  via  Boxoffice  Flashes 
service.  Independents,  because  they  had 
no  ties,  were  more  prone  to  comment  on 
it  than  affiliated  theatre  men,  however. 

“Warner  Bros,  is  to  be  complimented  for 
taking  a step  in  the  right  direction,”  said 
Arthur  K.  Howard,  business  manager  of 
the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.  “I  sin- 
cerely hope  they  will  go  the  rest  of  the 
way  and  abandon  block  booking  and  blind 
selling,  and  divorce  themselves  from  their 
theatre  holdings.” 

“We  don’t  need  a printed  set  of  rules,” 
said  a theatre  owner  who  did  not  wish  to 
have  his  name  used.  “Fair  play  is  the 
panacea  for  industry  ills.  It  can’t  be 
written.  It  must  be  practiced.” 

“I  am  glad  Warner  Bros,  is  going  to  drop 
score  charges  and  compulsory  buying  of  • 
shorts,”  said  Les  Bendslev,  operator  of  the 
Community  in  Wellesley,  “but  I understand 
from  Grad  Sears’  talk  at  the  last  Allied 
convention  that  we’re  going  to  pay  as  much 
this  year  as  last,  no  matter  what  happens.” 

“I’m  all  for  Grad  and  this  new  sales 
policy,”  said  an  executive  of  one  of  New 
England’s  affiliated  circuits.  “Grad  is 
shooting  straight  from  the  shoulder,  I’m 
sure,  but  that  doesn’t  mean  that  there 
won’t  be  plenty  of  sharp  shooting  at  him. 
We  can’t  clear  up  the  entangled  wrongs  of 
many  years  in  one  selling  season.  Anyone 
with  brains  wouldn’t  expect  such  a miracle. 
It’s  my  opinion  that  Warner  Bros,  is  sin- 
cere and  that  the  company  has  made  a 
good  beginning.” 

“They’ll  tack  on  anything  they’ve  taken 
off  by  raising  the  ante,”  said  a circuit  di- 
visional manager.  “It’s  an  established 
trade  practice.” 

“Grad  Sears  is  scared  stiff  and  is  back- 
ing water,”  said  the  head  of  another  cir- 
cuit. “He’s  aiming  all  this  at  the  govern- 
ment suit.  He  evidently  thinks  he  can 
check  off  the  various  points  as  indications 
that  Warner  has  voluntarily  stopped  what 
the  government  claims  is  anti-trust  viola- 
tions.” 

“When  they  sit  down  to  sell  me.  I’ll  let 
you  know  how  much  the  Warner  code 
means,”  Richard  Rubin,  operator  of  the 
State  in  Saugus,  said  matter-of-factly. 


Milwaukee  Critical 
Of  Announcement 

Milwaukee  — Independent  exhibitors 
here  refuse  to  become  excited  over  War- 
ner’s ’39-’40  sales  policy  as  announced  by 
Gradwell  L.  Sears.  Generally,  they  be- 
lieve the  program  contains  nothing  of 
benefit  to  the  independent  exhibitor.  Cir- 
cuit operators,  too,  in  several  instances, 
declare  they  believe  it  holds  little  of  ad- 
vantage to  them. 
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BUYING  IN  METROPOLITAN  NEW  YORK  AREA 
SLOWS  DOWN;  EXHIBITORS  ASK  "WHY  RUSH?" 


Paramount  Nine  Broidy  and  Jaffe  to 

Months  Ahead  Monogram  Board 


Hopeful  Labor  Day  and 
Indian  Summer  May 
Break  Sales  Jam 

New  York — New  season’s  buying  locally 
is  in  the  dumps.  Exchange  managers  ad- 
mit it.  Independent  exhibitors  admit  it. 
7et  no  one  is  getting  excited  about  it. 

Peculiarly  enough,  no  one  can  put  his 
finger  on  the  exact  reasons,  but  there  is 
a lot  of  guessing.  Branch  managers  be- 
lieve exhibitors  are  not  ready  to  buy. 
Theatre  owners  say  exchanges  are  not 
ready  to  sell  and  add,  “What’s  the  rush?” 

Some  say  it’s  the  heat  or  the  Fair,  but 
all  are  virtually  agreed  the  lull  is  attri- 
butable to  bad  business,  the  worst  to  hit 
these  parts  in  years — in  10  years. 

Exhibitors  say  that  the  supply  of  prod- 
uct will  hold  until  the  end  of  October, 
since  pictures  now  being  generally  re- 
leased never  get  around  to  the  neighbor- 
hood independent  until  that  time. 

There  is  some  hope  Labor  Day  and  In- 
dian Summer  will  put  the  exhibitor  back 
in  a cool  frame  of  mind,  cool  enough  to 
sit  down  in  a manager’s  or  salesman’s  of- 
fice without  having  to  complain  about  the 
heat  and  increased  rentals.  High  prices 
for  film  is  another  exhibitor  reason  for 
shying  away  from  Filmrow,  the  general 
impression  prevailing  all  companies  are 
tilting  rentals  beyond  the  value  of  prod- 
uct, based  on  current  season’s  perform- 
ance. 

Talk  about  increased  rentals  and  exhi- 
bitors will  go  down  the  line  of  every  com- 
pany, pick  out  the  few  good  ones  each 
company  had  so  far  this  season  and  rant, 
“Where  do  they  come  off?” 

The  exchange  manager  has  an  answer 
for  this;  he  wiU  point  out  what  he  esti- 
mates were  the  money-makers  this  sea- 
son. 

Another  enigma  is  that,  in  most  in- 
stances, distributors  advanced  their  an- 
nual sales  conventions  to  early  dates  this 
year  anticipating  immediate  results.  How- 
ever, few  of  the  major  circuit  deals  are  ac- 
tually signed,  although  major  terms  and 
conditions  have  been  worked  out.  But  be- 
cause there  is  many  an  “i”  to  be  dotted 
and  “t”  to  be  crossed,  some  of  the  major 
companies  are  not  taking  chances  by  sell- 
ing subsequent  runs  until  prior  situations 
are  signed,  sealed  and  delivered. 

In  face  of  this,  independents  ask  how 
could  the  small  operator  hope  to  close 
with  major  companies  until  the  import- 
ant deals  are  disposed  of.  There  always 
is  a hope  of  something  untoward  happen- 
ing which  may  result  in  selling  away  from 
major  circuits  in  some  spots,  as  happened 
in  the  Warner-National  Theatres  deliber- 
ations. 

At  least,  no  one  is  getting  excited  over 
the  standstill,  but  a day  never  fails  to  pass 
when  an  exchange  manager  doesn’t  inquire 
as  to  who  is  selling  who  and,  nieeting  vague 


New  York — Observing  that  “we’ve  made 
progress,  but  we’ve  got  a long  way  to  go,” 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  in  charge  of  studio 
operations  for  Paramount,  declared  the 
studios  are  more  than  nine  months  ahead 
on  the  1939-40  program  upon  his  arrival 
from  the  coast  for  home  office  conferences. 
Met  at  Grand  Central  by  Barney  Balaban 
and  Austin  Keough,  Freeman  said  his 
talks  here  would  revolve  about  1940-41 
production  plans.  He  is  scheduled  to  re- 
turn to  Hollywood  September  4. 

Every  feature  on  the  new  schedule,  with 
the  exception  of  one  by  Cecil  B.  DeMille 
and  one  starring  Claudette  Colbert,  is 
either  finished  or  will  be  shooting  by  No- 
vember 15,  Freeman  added.  The  studios 
will  begin  work  in  two  weeks  on  a feature 
for  1940-41  release,  so  well  advanced  is 
production,  he  said. 


response,  confesses  he  cannot  understand 
it  and  goes  back  to  his  desk  to  delve  into, 
the  trade  papers  for  at  least  some  sign 
of  excitement  in  the  news.  Sometimes  he 
gets  that.  It  all  depends  on  what  he  calls 
exciting  and  what  he  calls  news. 

But  good  or  bad  deal,  the  exhibitor  is 
biding  his  time.  Ditto  for  the  distributor, 
and,  since  no  one  is  getting  excited  about 
the  unusual  quiet,  it’s  all  hunky  dory  on 
Filmrow,  while  the  daily  round  of  ques- 
tioning continues  as  exchange  managers 
wonder  “Who  is  selling  who?” 


To  Release  "The  City” 

New  York — World  Films  will  nationally 
release  “The  City,”  produced  by  American 
Documentary  Films,  Inc.,  for  the  World’s 
Pair. 


New  York — Steve  Broidy,  Boston  fran- 
chise holder,  has  been  nominated  to  the 
directorate  of  Monogram  in  line  with  plans 
for  a closer  cooperation  between  produc- 
tion and  distribution.  William  B.  Jaffe  of 
Rosenblatt  & Jaffe,  legal  representatives 
for  the  firm,  has  also  been  nominated. 
Two  names  which  have  been  withdrawn 
are  Sol  A.  Rosenblatt,  because  of  pressure 
of  other  affairs,  and  Leon  Promkess,  treas- 
urer. 

The  annual  stockholders’  meeting  will 
be  held  October  5,  directors  decided  at  the 
regular  board  meeting  early  in  the  week. 
At  this  time,  the  following  slate  will  be  up 
for  election  and  re-election:  W.  Ray  John- 
ston, president:  R.  Scott  Dunlap,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production;  Trem 
Carr,  O.  Henry  Briggs,  Jaffe,  Broidy,  J.  A. 
Sisto,  Norton  V.  Richey  and  Tom  P. 
Loach.  All  attended  the  board  session 
Monday  with  the  exception  of  Loach  who 
is  in  California  on  Pathe  Film  matters. 

Earnings  for  the  last  six  months  are  in 
the  black  to  the  tune  of  $42,000,  accord- 
ing to  Promkess.  Dunlap  discussed  new 
production  plans,  including  “The  Big 
House”  and  “Tailspin  Tommy”  series.  He 
left  for  the  coast  Tuesday  while  Carr 
headed  for  St.  Louis  to  visit  his  family. 

On  the  proxy  committee  are  Johnston, 
Sisto  and  Briggs.  Notices  were  sent  to 
stockholders  over  the  weekend. 

Lightmans  Malco  Chain 
Continuing  Expansion 

New  York — Having  recently  purchased 
the  Winona,  Winona,  Miss.,  Malco  is 
building  a 750-seat  theatre  at  Owensboro, 
Ky.,  which  is  expected  to  be  ready  in  a 
month,  M.  A.  Lightman,  head  of  the  cir- 
cuit, states.  He  was  in  town  with  Charles 
E.  Kessnich,  M-G-M  southern  district 
manager,  on  a new  product  deal. 

Lightman  adds  the  new  additions  will 
give  him  68.  He  left  Thursday  for  Mem- 
phis. 

Informed  that  Columbia’s  answer  to  the 
government  suit  lists  him  as  an  indepen- 
dent, Lightman  asserts,  “Paramount  owns 
50  per  cent  of  Malco  stock  and  I own  the 
other  half.  I can’t  buy  their  interest  and 
they  can’t  buy  mine.  However,  I have  a 
number  of  theatres  in  which  Paramount 
is  not  interested.  Maybe  that  makes  me 
an  independent.  I am  independent, 
though,”  he  concludes. 


Yates  Homebound 

London — Herbert  J.  Yates  is  en  route  to 
New  York,  having  sailed  Wednesday. 
Scheduled  to  remain  until  September,  he 
hurried  his  plans  because  of  the  war 
situation. 
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THE  MERCHAr 

FOR  WARNER  BROS 


la  We  announced  on  March  14,  1939  that  we  would  release  48  feature 
pictures,  104  short  subjects  and  48  trailers.  We  also  stated  that  “Quality 
is  not  a Passing  Fashion”.  Our  production  performance  since  this  date 
and  the  pictures  finished  and  available  for  release  justify  that  statement 
and  announcement. 

2a  An  exhibitor  who  licenses  all  feature  motion  pictures  offered  shall 
have  the  right,  if  he  be  not  in  default,  to  eliminate  proportionately  among 
the  several  price  brackets,  20%  of  the  total  number  of  features  licensed, 
if  the  average  of  the  license  fees  for  all  features  shall  not  exceed  $100., 
and  10%  if  such  average  is  in  excess  of  $100. 

3b  We  confirm  our  policy  of  long  standing  of  allowing  an  exhibitor  to 
eliminate  any  feature  which  may  be  locally  offensive  on  moral,  religious 
or  racial  grounds. 

4b  We  expect  all  top  bracket  pictures  to  be  played  on  preferred  play- 
ing time. 

5b  We  will  license  a run  designated  by  us  of  our  features  in  any  situation 
to  any  exhibitor  of  good  reputation  as  a theatre  operator  and  customer, 
whose  theatre  is  in  good  condition  and  who  operates  under  a policy  which 
will  not  substantially  reduce  our  revenue  from  any  other  run,  provided 
such  exhibitor  and  we  can  agree  upon  the  number  of  features  to  be  licensed, 
and  other  terms  and  conditions. 

G.  We  confirm  our  policy  of  long  standing  and  our  intent  to  continue  to 
license  our  pictures  to  our  regular  customers  who  prove  to  be  satisfactory. 

7.  No  exhibitor  will  be  required  to  license  short  subjects,  trailers  or  re- 
issues as  a condition  of  licensing  features. 

8b  No  recording  charge  will  be  made  in  connection  with  the  licensing  of 
any  of  our  feature  pictures. 


)I$ING  POLICY 

1939-40  SEASON 


9.  To  assist  in  the  booking  problems  of  our  customers,  and  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  our  customers  and  ourselves,  it  is  our  intention  to  hold  a number 
of  test  exhibitions  of  pictures  in  order  fairly  to  establish  their  proper  price 
bracket  allocation,  and  we  will  allocate  features  to  particular  price  brack- 
ets not  later  than  14  days  after  the  national  release  date  thereof,  to 
first  run  exhibitors  in  those  cities  which  we  may  use  as  “Test  Cities’’  and 
to  all  others,  on  giving  notice  of  the  availability  of  each  feature. 

10.  We  have  never  at  any  time  coerced  or  intimidated  any  exhibitor  to 
license  our  pictures  by  threatening  to  build  or  otherwise  acquire  a com- 
peting theatre,  and  we  will  never  do  so.  It  is  our  belief  that  the  quality  of 
our  pictures  and  the  high  standard  of  our  production  create  a demand  for 
our  pictures. 

11.  For  over  five  years  it  has  been  our  policy  to  arbitrate  with  any  cus- 
tomer desiring  so  to  do,  all  claims  and  controversies  which  may  arise 
under  our  license  agreements,  and  our  form  of  license  agreement  con- 
tained an  optional  arbitration  provision.  We  will  continue  to  give  to  each 
of  our  customers  the  option  to  arbitrate  all  such  claims  and  controversies. 

12.  Clearance  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  the  conduct  of  our  business 
and  we  therefore  intend  to  continue  our  policy  to  negotiate  with  each  of 
our  customers  for  clearance  reasonable  as  to  time  and  area. 

This  policy  will  apply  for  the  motion  picture  season  1939-40  and  to  all 
license  agreements  covering  the  1939-40  products  made  after  Jan.  1, 1939. 


President,  VITAGRAPH,  INC. 

Distributor  of  Warner  Bros,  and  First  National 
Feature  Pictures  and  Vitaphone  Short  Subfects 


It's  a Rough  Road, 
Columbia  Explains 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
mount  one  of  its  stars,  Jean  Arthur.” 

After  difficulty,  the  company  was  able 
to  get  George  Brent  from  Warners  for 
“More  Than  a Secretary”with  the  provision 
Miss  Arthur  do  a picture  for  Warners. 

For  “Holiday”  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
was  made  to  get  Barbara  Stanwyck  from 
RKO  and  20th-Fox. 

In  order  to  get  Joel  McCrea  for  one 
picture,  Columbia  was  compelled  to  lend 
three  of  its  contract  players  to  Samuel 
Goldwyn. 

The  company  then  relates  how  it  tried 
to  get  Loretta  Young  from  20th-Fox  for 
“It’s  All  Yours”  and  “There’s  Always  a 
Woman”  and  how  she  was  unavailable  in 
one  case  and  declined  to  play  in  the  sec- 
ond picture  “because  she  did  not  like  the 
leading  man  or  director.” 

.Production  of  “Grand  Gesture”  has 
been  deferred  because  efforts  to  cast  Alice 
Faye  and  other  stars  working  for  other 
companies  have  been  unavailing. 

Don  Ameche,  Tyrone  Power,  Franchot 
Tone,  Robert  Taylor  and  Ray  MUland  were 
sought  for  “It’s  All  Yours,”  all  without 
success. 

“On  a number  of  occasions  Columbia 
has  tried  to  borrow  Frances  Dee  from 
Paramount  but  she  has  never  been  avail- 
able,” the  reply  sets  forth. 

How  Columbia  tried  to  cooperate  with 
other  producers  in  the  loanout  of  its  stars 
but  could  not  grant  outside  requests  also 
are  cited. 

“Universal  desired  to  borrow  Jean  Ar- 
thur for  ‘Letter  of  Introduction.’  She  was 
unavailable  at  the  time,  as  there  was  some 
legal  difficulty  with  her  which  prevented 
Columbia  from  using  her  services  or  lend- 
ing her  to  anyone  else.  Twentieth-Fox 
desired  to  borrow  Ralph  Bellamy  for  a 
picture  from  Columbia,  but  upon  reading 
the  script  Bellamy  declined  the  part,  it  is 
pointed  out. 

"M-G-M  wanted  to  borrow  Bellamy  for 
‘They  Gave  Him  a Gun.’  Columbia  did  not 
like  the  part  and  declined  to  make  the 
loanout. 

“Selznick  International  desired  to  bor- 
row Dolly  Haas  for  ‘The  Last  Gangster, 
but  since  they  insisted  upon  obtaining  op- 
tions for  additional  pictures  with  Miss 
Haas,  Columbia  refused  to  loan  out  the 
artist,  and  the  parties  were  unable  to  con- 
summate a deal.” 

Schine  Suit  Investigation 
Keeps  Krieger  Upstate 

New  York — Seymour  Krieger,  special 
FBI  investigator,  is  upstate  for  a third 
week,  continuing  his  investigation  of  com- 
plaints and  seeking  additional  data  to  be 
used  by  the  government  in  connection  with 
the  Schine  suit. 


Back  in  Hollywood 

Hollywood — S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner 
advertising  and  publicity  head,  is  back 
after  a brief  home  office  visit  with  G.  L. 
Sears,  Carl  Leserman  and  Mort  Blumen- 
stock  on  merchandise  plans. 


(Continued  from  page  12) 


plished  strictly  within  the  boundaries 
of  entertainment.  By  no  manner  of 
approach  does  this  transform  those 
who  subscribe  to  this  theory  into 
Communists.  They  merely  are  liber- 
als, at  best  or  at  worst. 

If  the  Hearst  press  with  its  much 
vaunted  reputation  for  the  sensa- 
tional in  reporting  were  sincere  and 
seriously  interested  in  doing  a job, 
it  would  assemble  the  facts  to  sup- 
port its  editorial  onslaught  and  then 
print  them — names,  pictures,  places 
— but  not  hurl  calumnies  in  blanket 
and  then  proceed  to  walk  away 
from  them.  That  is  what  fair,  im- 
partial and  fearless  journalism  is 
supposed  to  be. 

Something  New 

And,  while  we  happen  to  be  on 
the  subject  of  Hearst,  the  mailbag 
reminds  it  carries  a communication 
from  Ali  Gaga,  wandering  and  er- 
ratic contributor  to  this  column:  He 
says: 

"I  used  to  go  in  for  prosaic  hob- 
bies like  butterflies  and 

stamps.  Now  1 got  a new  one. 

"I'm  saving  last  editions  of  Hearst 
newspapers." 

No  Joint  Meets  for 
N.  Y.,  N.  J.  Allied 

New  York — Allied  of  New  York  will  not 
be  represented  at  the  Allied  of  New  Jersey 
convention  in  Atlantic  City,  September 
6-8.  Although  both  units  held  their  meet- 
ings jointly  last  year.  Max  A.  Cohen,  head 
of  Allied  of  New  York,  sees  no  reason  why 
he  or  any  of  his  men  should  attend  the 
sessions. 

It  is  expected  Abram  F.  Myers,  general 
counsel  for  Allied,  and  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
president  of  the  national  organization,  will 
answer  Cohen’s  recent  bulletin  to  his 
members  in  which  he  stated  “Allied  tried 
to  wreck  the  local  organization  and  is 
continuing  to  try  and  wreck  it.” 

But  no  matter  what  Myers  and  Cole  say, 
Cohen  assures,  they  wUl  be  answered  in  jig 
time. 


Vaudeville  Is  Returning 
To  Some  RKO  Houses 

New  York  — Vaudeville  returns  to  the 
Palace,  Cleveland,  and  Colonial,  Dayton, 
RKO  houses,  September  8.  'The  Boston, 
Boston,  resumed  this  policy  September  1, 
and  on  September  15  the  Shubert,  Cin- 
cinnati, re-adopts  the  idea. 

'The  Palace,  Chicago,  now  is  in  its  third 
week  of  combo  presentations  and  pictures. 


See  Myers'  Hand  in 
Arnold  Code  Blow 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
been  about  incurring  the  wrath  of  the  de- 
partment of  justice  who  is  Arnold  to  tell 
the  industry  the  code  is  not  legal. 

“Arnold  has  a personal  reputation,”  it 
is  stated,  “of  interpreting  everything  that 
comes  before  him.”  In  the  case  in  point, 
it  is  believed  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  gen- 
eral counsel,  had  a hand  in  it.  Some  of 
the  lawyers  would  not  be  surprised  if  the 
seven-point  letter  sent  out  by  Arnold  was 
largely  influenced  by  Myers. 

Although  the  week  of  August  7 resulted 
in  two  suits  filed  by  the  government 
against  independent  circuits — the  Schine 
and  Crescent  actions — no  new  anti-trust 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  by  Ar- 
nold since  then.  At  least  another  half 
dozen  suits  are  reported  in  the  preparatory 
stage,  but  when  they  will  be  fUed  and 
where,  has  the  home  office  attorneys  more 
curious  than  interested. 

For  the  time  being,  distributor  counsel 
is  maintaining  strict  silence  on  what  to  do 
about  the  code’s  future.  Rodgers  is  ex- 
pected back  from  Hollywood  and  Los 
Angeles  after  Labor  Day.  It  is  said  he  is 
still  vitally  interested  in  trade  practice 
formulation  which  has  taken  up  14  months 
of  his  time.  What  course  he  will  pursue  is 
undetermined  at  the  moment. 

In  the  light  of  recent  developments,  the 
industry  is  not  expected  to  take  Arnold’s 
interpretation  of  the  code  lightly.  But  at 
the  same  time,  neither  is  the  industry 
standing  by  idly. 


No  Legal  Clouds  Disturb 
Warner  "Code"  Horizon 

(Continued  from  page  8) 
reels  for  the  identical  reason. 

The  company  points  out  it  sells  clear- 
ance with  its  film  and  that,  in  view,  of 
this,  it  becomes  logical  and  routine  to 
reiterate  its  established  practice  in  this 
direction. 

No  reference  is  made  to  overbuying. 
Here  the  company’s  attitude  is  that  it 
would  not  know  when  an  exhibitor  had 
overbought  and,  furthermore,  would  not 
be  interested.  This  is  explained  by  point- 
ing out  no  contracts  will  be  closed  unless 
playing  terms  and  playing  time  are  sat- 
isfactory. On  such  a basis  and  by  such 
an  approach,  Warner  declares  overbuying 
does  not  enter  the  situation  and  that  such 
a problem  is  not  of  its  concern. 

The  reiteration  of  the  intent  to  further 
pursue  voluntary  arbitration  leads  to  an 
impression  at  Warner  headquarters  that 
this  will  induce  a wider  use  of  the  system 
generally  throughout  the  industry. 


Jack  Warner  Cancels 
Hollywood — Jack  L.  Warner  dropped 
plans  to  go  to  New  York  in  time  to  take  the 
Normandie  August  30  for  London  produc- 
tion conferences.  He  is  remaining  at  the 
studios. 
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Columbia  io  Step  Up 
U.  K.  Schedule 

New  York — Arriving  with  about  1,400 
other  passengers  who  made  the  east-west 
crossing  on  the  Normandie  with  lights 
blanketed  lest  the  ship  become  a sudden 
war  target,  Harry  Cohn  told  reporters 
Columbia  is  “very  well  satisfied”  with 
Irving  Asher’s  production  efforts  in  Eng- 
land and  has  renewed  his  contract. 

Before  returning  to  the  coast,  Cohn  was 
to  have  set  the  number  of  films  Asher 
will  produce  for  Columbia  next  season. 
The  Columbia  president  observed  that 
there  will  “probably”  be  eight,  or  two  more 
than  are  provided  in  the  expiring  deal. 
Present  plans  call  for  “big”  production 
budgets  for  English-made  films  that  will 
have  international  appeal  comparable  to 
the  recent  efforts  of  M-G-M,  Cohn  said. 
In  this  direction,  the  company  will  send 
Cary  Grant  and  Wesley  Ruggles  to  London 
to  star  and  direct. 

The  first  French  film  to  be  produced  for 
Columbia  has  been  completed  by  Julien 
Duvivier  and  will  be  marketed  in  America 
as  well  as  abroad,  he  said.  While  in 
Cannes,  Cohn  said  he  spent  almost  seven 
hours  trying  to  convince  Sacha  Guitry  he 
should  come  to  Hollywood  and  write  for 
Columbia,  but  failed  in  the  attempt. 

“If  we  make  a deal  with  Prank  Capra 
he  will  make  a film  based  on  the  life  of 
Chopin,”  was  the  way  Cohn  disposed  of 
the  future  status  of  the  producer-director 
who  is  completing  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington.” 

On  the  Normandie  were  a round  dozen 
of  industry  personalities,  executive  and 
professional,  a few  of  whom  took  the  ship 
at  virtually  the  last  moment  to  escape 
war  fears. 

C.  C.  Pettijohn,  chief  counsel  to  the 
MPPDA,  unequivocally  denied  his  trip  to 
Italy  was  in  the  least  concerned  with 
patching  up  the  differences  existing  be- 
tween America  and  Italy  in  the  exchange 
of  film.  Pettijohn  enjoys  a personal  rela- 
tionship with  Mussolini  and  he  observed 


Worked  Himseli  Sick — 

Harry  Cohn,  Columbia’s  president, 
who  returned  from  Europe  on  the 
Normandie  after  a short  visit  overseas. 
Round-up  comment  on  the  journey:  “I 
loent  abroad  for  a vacation  and  I al- 
most worked  myself  sick.” 


that  this  was  interpreted  as  responsible  for 
the  reports  he  denied.  He  seemed  more 
interested  in  the  audience  his  son,  Charles 
jr.,  had  with  the  Pope  than  in  film  affairs. 

Joseph  A.  McConville  reported  Colum- 
bia’s overseas  business  to  be  well  ahead  of 
the  same  period  last  year.  He  is  the  com- 
pany’s foreign  manager.  While  abroad  he 
completed  details  for  the  opening  of  new 
offices  in  France  and  Algiers. 

J.  J.  Milstein,  eastern  representative  for 
Edward  Small,  set  the  advance  campaign 
for  the  London  premiere  of  “The  Man  in 
the  Iron  Mask,”  scheduled  to  open  at  the 
Odeon  September  4.  He  flew  to  Europe 
August  12  for  that  specific  purpose  and 
appeared  apprehensive  that  the  opening 
might  be  postponed  due  to  the  closing  of 
London  theatres  in  case  of  war. 

Baburao  Patel  of  India  is  completing  the 


RKO  Stock  Hearing 
Before  Alger  Soon 

New  York — Hearings  on  the  fairness  of 
the  Atlas  offer  for  $4  a share  on  the  375,- 
000  RKO  common  shares  not  picked  up  by 
Rockefeller  Center  will  get  under  way 
shortly  after  Labor  Day  before  George  W. 
Alger,  special  master  for  the  hearing  of 
arguments  pro  and  con. 

Alger  declares  the  only  reason  for  delay- 
ing the  hearing  is  due  to  the  inability  of 
SEC  officials  to  attend  the  meetings  be- 
fore then.  An  RKO  hearing,  scheduled  for 
August  28,  has  been  postponed  to  Septem- 
ber 20  when  Federal  Judge  William  O. 
Bondy  is  due  to  return  from  his  vacation. 

Federal  Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum  has 
signed  an  order  authorizing  Chemical  Bank 
& Trust  to  pay  out  $7,000  from  funds  on 
hand  to  Irving  Trust,  RKO  trustees,  which 
is  to  give  Alger  the  money.  Under  an 
agreement  consummated  in  1936,  RKO  de- 
posits $15,000  monthly  in  the  Chemical 
Bank  toward  the  payment  of  administra- 
tion expenses  and  allowances. 


last  leg  of  a world  survey  to  q^roduction 
centers  to  enlighten  producers  on  the 
tastes  of  his  countrymen.  His  survey  has 
been  senctioned  by  Mahatma  Gandhi,  he 
said.  There  are  approximately  1,200  the- 
atres in  India  with  expectations  that  about 
300  more  will  be  built  next  year,  he  added. 

Josef  Von  Sternberg  said  he  canceled 
his  plans  to  produce  a film  in  Europe  and 
would  return  to  the  coast.  He  would  not 
reveal  the  country  or  details  of  the  film 
he  did  not  produce. 

Sonja  Henie  returned  after  a two-month 
vacation  to  her  native  Oslo.  She  headed 
almost  immediately  for  the  coast  and 
“Everything  Happens  at  Night,”  for  20th 
Century-Fox. 

George  Raft,  another  passenger,  is  down 
for  “Invisible  Stripes”  for  Warner  after 
a few  weeks  seeing  the  European  sights. 

Roland  Young  said  he  has  been  engaged 
for  the  Maxwell  House  coffee,  a radio 
program  that  opens  in  Hollywood  Sep- 
tember 7. 


A Bunch  of  the  Boys  Do  Some  Posing — 

Cross-country  representation  at  M-G-M’s  World's  Fair  information  booth  in  the  heart  of  Times  Square.  There  was  no  special 
reason  for  it,  but  the  group  does  make  quite  a picture  at  that.  Identification,  a la  the  usual  left  to  right  process:  Lou 
Cox,  Fox  Midwest,  Kansas  City;  Milt  Hossfeldt,  National  Theatres,  New  York;  Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M,  divisional  manager; 
Max  Fellerman,  RKO  circuit,  New  York;  John  J.  O'Connor,  vice-president,  RKO  circuit,  New  York;  William  F.  Rodgers, 
M-G-M  general  sales  manager;  Edward  M.  Saunders,  M-G-M’s  westerji  sales  manager;  Fred  Meyer,  O’Connor’s  assistant  at 
RKO;  Eddie  Zabel,  National  Theatres,  New  York;  Joel  Bezahler,  assistant  to  Saunders,  and  Frank  Hensler,  M-G-M’s  branch 
manager  at  Kansas  City. 
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For  generations  we  have  laughed  and  wept 
over  the  warmly  human  pages  of  Margaret 


Sidney’s  celebrated  novel.  As  a motion  pic- 
ture it  will  appeal  to  a pre- 
sold audience  of  liter- 
ally millions  of  readers. 


Exchanges  Overseas 
Forsake  Big  Cities 


New  York — All  distributors  have  vir- 
tually abandoned  their  overseas  offices  in 
cities  that  may  be  enemy  targets  in  the 
event  war  becomes  general  throughout  Eu- 
rope. 

Prints,  negatives,  supplies  and  personnel 
that  have  not  been  called  for  military 
duty  have  been  shifted  to  points  from  50 
to  100  miles  out  of  key  points.  The  shift 
is  said  to  have  been  made  in  orderly  fash- 
ion. since  most  companies  selected  bomb- 
proof vaults  in  isolated  areas  either  dur- 
ing or  immediately  after  the  Czechoslo- 
vakian crisis  last  fall. 

Spokesmen  for  the  five  newsreel  com- 
panies say  their  cameramen  are  function- 
ing as  normal,  but  admit  that  an  open 
conflict  would  place  these  men  under  or- 
ders of  the  governments  in  the  countries 
in  which  they  are  working.  Newsreel  exe- 
cutives declare  they  have  been  denied  the 
request  to  send  American  cameramen  to 
replace  their  European  men  in  case  the 
latter  are  taken  from  their  assignments 
by  respective  governments. 

Foreign  managers,  as  of  mid-week,  had 
no  direct  information  as  to  which  of  their 
employes  in  English,  French  and  Polish 
offices  have  been  called  up  as  reservists. 
It  was  said  at  UA  that  Georges  Rouvier, 
manager,  and  three  salesmen  from  the 
Paris  office  reported  for  military  duty,  but 
that  Rouvier  continues  to  supervise  oper- 
ations. Universal’s  manager  in  Warsaw 
has  entered  military  duty  and  others  are 
expected  to  follow.  Should  the  situation 
become  acute,  it  is  believed  most  men  in 
film  offices  in  England,  France  and  Po- 
land will  fall  in  line.  Operations  will  be 
left  to  skeleton  staffs  that  have  been 
schooled  in  “doubling  in  brass,”  an  exe- 
cutive said. 

“There  has  been  some  slight  disorgani- 
zation in  our  foreign  offices,”  a Paramount 
spokesman  declared,  “but  we  are  func- 
tioning as  usual.  All  supplies  are  being 
shipped  from  here,  with  a slight  disturb- 
ance, of  course,  as  though  there  was  noth- 
ing to  be  alarmed  about.” 

All  Polish  prints  are  prepared  in  Paris, 
with  Polish  titles  and  sent  to  a shipping 
station  in  Kattowica,  Poland,  via  Berlin. 
This  custom  is  said  to  hold  with  all  com- 
panies. However,  with  the  severance  of 
train  service  between  Paris  and  Berlin  it 
is  unlikely  that  Warsaw  offices  will  re- 
ceive any  new  prints. 

“If  Poland  will  have  any  use  for  films 
in  the  event  of  a crisis,”  an  executive  de- 
clared, “it  will  have  to  subsist  on  the 
product  it  now  has  on  hand.” 

Temporary  offices  well  outside  Paris 
were  occupied  early  this  week  with  little 
inconvenience.  This  was  accomplished 
with  comparative  ease  because  film  ship- 
ping is  not  permitted  within  the  city 
limits,  most  of  the  shipping  posts  being 
normally  located  on  the  outskirts. 

Foreign  managers  say  they  have  been 
urged  by  government  authorities  to  exert 
every  possible  precaution  for  preserving 
film,  in  recognition  of  their  value  as  both 
entertainment  and  propaganda.  For  this 
reason,  each  company  has  sought  to  lo- 
cate rather  isolated  spots  in  which  to  set 


Yes  Man 


Hearst  Sees  "Red" — 


Reduced  hy  approxunately  ojie-half, 
this  is  a reproduction  of  a cartoon 
which  appeared  recently  on  the  edi- 
torial page  of  the  New  York  Journal- 
American.  Hearst  editorialists  offered 
no  explayiation  heyojid  this. 

[See  ‘‘Notes  to  You,”  page  12] 


up  temporary  headquarters  outside  large 
cities.  This  is  stated  to  hold  true  in  the 
following  cities  in  England:  London,  Leeds, 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  New- 
castle and  Cardiff,  Wales. 

The  same  procedure  is  understood  to 
have  been  followed  in  these  French  cities: 
Paris,  Marseilles,  Bordeaux,  Lille,  Lyons 
and  Strasbourg,  and  in  Warsaw  and  Lwow 
in  Poland. 

WB  Closes  78%  of  Circuit 
Possibilities,  Says  Sears 

New  York — Warner  has  closed  deals 
for  the  1939-40  season  with  78  per  cent  of 
its  total  circuit  possibilities,  Gradwell  L. 
Sears,  general  sales  manager,  declares. 
This  compares  with  63  per  cent  closed  for 
the  same  period  last  year,  he  adds,  de- 
spite a sales  policy  revision  that  calls  for 
higher  rentals  to  meet  increased  costs. 


Seek  Theatremen's 
Advice  on  Product 

New  York — In  a declared  policy  move 
to  promote  “closer  relationship  between 
producer-distributors  and  exhibitors,”  Co- 
lumbia embarks  on  a series  of  conferences 
designed  to  “bring  the  theatre  operator’s 
viewpoint  into  production  policy.” 

A discussion  of  what  audiences  want  in 
their  entertainment  was  the  focal  point 
of  the  first  meeting  here  between  Colum- 
bia executives  and  leading  operators. 
Harry  Cohn,  president:  Jack  Cohn,  vice- 
president,  and  Abe  Montague,  general  sales 
manager,  represented  Columbia,  while 
Izzy  Rappaport,  Hippodrome,  Baltimore; 
Charles  Heyman,  Lafayette,  Buffalo;  Si 
Fabian,  Fabian  Circuit,  New  York;  Harry 
Arthur,  F&M,  St.  Louis,  and  David  Chat- 
kin,  Monarch  Theatres,  were  the  exhibi- 
tors. 

The  company  will  sponsor  similar  ses- 
sions in  the  immediate  future,  a spokes- 
man said,  in  the  belief  the  conferences 
will  prove  “an  important  factor  in  enhanc- 
ing the  boxoffice  quality  of  the  company’s 
forthcoming  product.” 


Columbia  Seeking  Story 
For  Jessel  to  Make 

New  York — Columbia  is  looking  for  a 
story,  of  comedy  content,  which  George 
Jessel  would  produce. 

If  a property  is  found  the  comedian  will 
make  it  in  Hollywood. 


Detroit  Is  Wary  But  Is 
Willing  to  Be  Shown 

(Continued  from  page  14) 

Variety  Club  and  manager  of  the  Adams, 
first  run  house  operated  by  the  Balaban 
interests.  He  thinks: 

“The  new  policy  is  a very  good  thing.  It 
gives  a clearer  understanding  than  has 
hitherto  been  embodied  in  any  trade 
statement  on  several  points.  I think  the 
other  companies  should  follow  suit. 

“It  appears  to  me  to  put  any  distribut- 
ing companies  that  might  not  be  sincere, 
‘on  the  spot,’  because  this  is  an  open 
declaration  by  an  individual  company,  and 
not  just  a collective  statement,  such  as  we 
have  had  before. 

“There  is  nothing  in  this  statement  for 
the  company  to  hide  behind,  whereas  in  a 
collective  code  statement,  you  do  not  know 
with  how  much  enthusiasm  each  company 
entered  into  the  code.” 


"Hawaiian  Nights" 

Is  UniversaVs 

"Hawaiian  Nights,"  reviewed  August 
26,  was  erroneously  credited  to  Repub- 
lic. It  is  a Universal  release.  Running 
time:  64  minutes.  Release  date:  Sep- 
tember 15. 
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EXHIBITOR  BUYS  AD 


They  tell  me  that's  a hunk  of  news. 
It's  something  different  for  me,  anyway. 

This  is  a short,  short  story  entirely  in 
the  open  except  for  one  string.  That  is 
who  I am.  I'm  not  telling. 

I'm  a bona  fide  exhibitor  who  is  pay- 
ing for  this  space  personally  because. 
I'm  strong  enough  for  Universal  to  go  off 
the  deep  end  for  a lot  of  bucks  to  tell 
other  exhibitors  I think  they  ought  to  be 
doing  what  I'm  doing  and  what  a flock 
of  other  showmen  around  the  country 
are  doing. 

They  and  I turned  over  all  possible 
dates  to  Universal  in  August  and  will  do 
ditto  for  all  of  September  and  October. 

This  is  a flat,  out-and-out  fan  letter  on 
behalf  of  the  Exhibitors'  Sponsored  Tes- 
timonial Drive  for  President  Nate  Blum- 
berg.  I'm  hoping  a lot  more  of  the  boys 
who  haven't  joined  the  procession  yet, 
will  get  wise  and  get  busy. 


NOTE  TO  THE  ADVERTISING  DEPARTMENT;  Fix  this  up 
anyway  you  like.  Only  thing  I insist  on  is  that  you  use 
a large  and  smiling  picture  of  Nate  Blumberg.  And  re- 
member, if  you  use  my  name,  you  won't  get  paid. 


Westerns  Have  Outgrown  Hollywood 
— So  We  're  ^Shooting"  Ours  In  Arizona! 


Romantic  ARIZONA,  one  of  the  least-settled  of  the  frontier  States, 
is  ideal  for  pictures.  In  many  localities  it  is  just  as  it  appeared  to 
the  trail-blazing  '49-ers,  the  two-gun  bad-men  and  the  pioneers 
who  risked  the  scalping  knives  of  the  savage  redskins  to  carve 
a Great  State  out  of  the  wilderness. 

Beautilul  ARIZONA,  with  its  rugged,  awe-inspiring  mountain  peaks 
piercing  skies  of  heavenly  grandeur;  its  far-flung  deserts  dotted 
with  fantastic  lava  buttes  and  historical  waterholes;  its  rolling  plains 
feeding  millions  of  cattle  and  sheep;  its  thousands  of  Indians  liv- 
ing in  the  some  primitive  manner  as  did  their  fighting  forefathers; 
its  pine  forests,  deep  canyons  and  national  monuments  . . . 

All  This  Natural  Magnificence  Will  Be  Ours! 

Breath-taking  scenery  never  before  photographed,  great  ranches 
teeming  with  livestock;  rushing  streams,  sparkling  lakes  and  roar- 
ing waterfalls;  real  cowboys  and  cowgirls;  Indian  villages;  cow- 
towns  and  settlements  which  never  grew  up  . . . 

In  This  Splendidly  Vast  Empire  We  Will  Make  WESTERNS  As 

They  Should  Be  Made — 

Authentic,  Genuine,  Educational  — and  Entertaining! 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIRUTING  CORPORATION 


1436  N.  BEACH  WOOD  DR.,  HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF.  EXCHANGES  EVERYWHERE 


Trail  - Blazing  Did  Not  Cease  With  The  Western  Pioneers! 

The  motto  of  modern  showmanship  will  always  be — 

“FORWARD— OR  BUST!” 

That  is  why  we  are  now  building  a complete  and  permanent  studio,  fully- 
equipped  with  sound  stages,  carpenter,  electrical  and  prop  shops,  administrat- 
ion buildings,  lavish  exterior  sets,  developing  labs  for  rushes,  etc. 

at  PRESCOTT,  ARIZONA 
for  our 

THREE  WESTERN  UNITS 

Here  will  be  located  the  production  headquarters  for  the  24  or  more  feature 
Western  pictures  we  will  produce  during  1939-1940,  and  from  this  hub  will 
radiate  all  our  Western  picture  activities  throughout  the  great  State  of  Arizona. 
Here  we  will  produce: 

8-“THE  SAGEBRUSH  FAMILY,”  feat- 

uring  BOBBY  CLARK,  world’s  champion  jun- 
ior cowboy. 

8-“TALES  of  BILLY  the  KID,”  featuring 

GEORGE  HOUSTON,  singing  star  of  stage, 
radio  and  screen. 

8-“FRONTIER  MARSHAL”  Westerns, 

starring  TIM  McCOY,  now  at  the  zenith  of  his 
glorious  screen  career. 

EACH  OF  THESE  WESTERN  PICTURES  WILL  BE  PRODUCED  IN 
ARIZONA— FROM  MAIN-TITLE  TO  FINAL  SCENE— ASSURING  EXHIB- 
ITORS FINE,  AUTHENTIC,  WHOLESOME  AND  THRILLING  WESTERN 

ENTERTAINMENT! 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIBUTING  CORPORATION 


1436  N.  BEACHWOOD  DR.,  HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF.  EXCHANGES  EVERYWHERE 


UatomatQX 


A Computation  of  What  the  Pictures  Did  in  Their  First  Runs  in  Principal  Centers  as  Compiled  From  the  Weekly  Reports  in  BOXOFFICE. 
Number  of  Runs  Follows  Initials  of  Distributors.  Pictures  With  Less  Than  5 Runs  Not  Listed.  Average  Theatre  Gross  Figured  at  100%. 


PERCENTAGES  75 


90  100  110  125  140 


PERCENTAGES  75 


90  100  110  125  140 


Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (M-G-M) 25 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  14 

Blondie  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (Col)  7 

Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M) 5 

Captain  Fury  (UA) 7 

Career  (RKO)  13 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(20th-Fox)  5 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 11 

Daughters  Courageous  (FN) 21 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN) 11 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  11 

Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  10 

Frontier  Marshal  (20lh-Fox) 11 


Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO)  . . 5 
Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col)....  18 
Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M)....  9 


Gorilla  (20th-Fox)  5 

Hell's  Kitchen  (WB) 15 

Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox) 6 

House  of  Fear  (Univ) 5 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ) 6 

Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB)....  8 


Ii  Could  Happen  to  You 
(20th-Fox)  7 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para) 9 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  10 

Man  About  Town  (Para) 11 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) 10 

Man  Who  Dared  (FN) 7 

Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 8 

Missing  Daughters  (Col)  5 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th-Fox)  5 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB) 13 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M) 13 

Parents  on  Trial  (Col) 7 

Saint  in  London  (RKO) 5 

Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox) 23 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M)  10 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties 

(20th-Fox)  6 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son  (M-G-M)....  10 

Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M) 5 

They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 10 

Unexpected  Father  (Univ) 9 

Winter  Carnival  (UA) 8 


CITIES  FROM  WHICH  AVERAGES  WERE  COMPUTED:  With  comparative  figures  indicating  the  percentage  of  average  business  (100  per 
cent)  achieved  by  individual  cities  as  compiled  from  the  first  run  rec  ords  of  each. 


City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

Boston 

85 

Denver  

105 

Charlotte  

95 

Detroit 

80 

Chicago 

95 

Indianapolis 

105 

120 

Kansexs  City 

100 

Cleveland  

110 

Los  Angeles 

100 

Dallas  

110 

Milwaukee 

110 
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City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

Minneapolis 

95 

Philadelphia  

. 95 

New  Haven  

90 

New  Orleans 

95 

Pittsburgh 

100 

New  York  

no 

Portland,  Ore 

no 

Oklahoma  City  

90 

Salt  Lake 

105 

Omaha  

130 

Seattle  

90 
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To:  Red  Place:  New  York 

From:  Len  W.  Time:  Present 

You've  probably  had  experience  with  the  kind  of  guys  I'm  going  to  refer 
to,  and  I wish  you'd  tell  me  hov/  they  should  be  handled — in  the  interests 
of  society.  I ran  across  Sammy  Cohen  of  UA  publicity,  fresh  back  from  his 
vacation  in  Great  Barrington,  the  town  he  left  the  day  Howard  Barnes,  critic 
of  the  New  York  Herald-Tribune,  was  badly  bumped  in  an  auto  accident. 
Instead  of  giving  me  the  details  of  the  accident  he  pipes  up  with:  "London 
theatres  are  displaying  signs  that  read:  'Business  Going  on  as  Usual  Dur- 
ing Altercations.' " 


To  Study  Blue  Law 
Revision  Needs 

Dover,  Del. — The  Delaware  general  as- 
sembly has  adopted  a resolution  setting  up 
a nine-member  commission  to  study  the 
need  of  revising  Delaware’s  144-year-old 
Sunday  blue  laws  with  recommendations  to 
the  1941  legislature. 

The  senate  adopted  the  house’s  concur- 
rent resolution  for  the  commission  before 
adjourning  sine  die  after  an  all-night  ses- 
sion. The  vote  was  nine  to  seven  with  one 
not  voting.  The  house  adopted  the  reso- 
lution late  last  week. 

Prior  to  adoption  by  the  senate,  two 
amendments  offered  by  Senator  Paul  R. 
Rinard  of  Wilmington,  father  of  the  Sun- 
day show  bill  vetoed  by  Gov.  Richard  C. 
McMullen,  were  killed.  The  first  amend- 
ment, providing  that  four  members  from 
each  branch  of  the  legislature  elect  a 
ninth  member,  was  defeated  seven  to  seven 
with  three  not  voting. 

A second  amendment,  aimed  to  speed 
up  the  study  and  report  of  the  commission 
so  that  recommendations  would  be  made 
within  90  days,  was  also  beaten,  seven  to 
nine  with  one  not  voting.  The  second 
amendment  provided  that  the  report  of 
the  commission  would  have  been  submitted 
to  the  “next  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly” instead  of  the  “session  of  the  next 
general  assembly.”  This  meant  that  if  the 
legislature  should  recess  for  90  days  the 
report  would  have  to  be  submitted  then. 


Gov't  Interrogatories 
To  Majors  on  File 

New  York — The  department  of  justice 
Friday  filed  a list  of  interrogatories  to  be 
propounded  to  all  major  defendants  and 
subsidiaries.  The  list  comprises  68  ques- 
tions with  subdivisions,  totals  32  pages  and 
deals  with  incorporation  and  organiza- 
tional setups  of  majors  and  their  subsidi- 
aries. 


Says  Films  Particularly 
Vulnerable  to  War 

New  York — “There  is  one  American  in- 
dustry that  definitely  will  be  harmed,  in 
event  of  war,  the  film  industry,”  says  the 
Wall  Street  Journal. 

It  goes  on:  “American  moving  picture 
producers  made  such  strides  during  the 
last  war  that  they  were  able  to  attain 
world  domination  in  the  post-war  years 
and,  as  a result,  25  per  cent  to  35  per  cent 
of  gross  film  rentals  now  generally  come 
from  foreign  sales. 

“Although  Hollywood  has  received  little 
important  income  from  continental  Eu- 
rope for  some  time  due  to  restrictions  of 
one  kind  or  another,  the  important  export 
field  is  principally  Great  Britain,  its  colo- 
nies and  South  America. 

“If  war  breaks  out.  Great  Britain  is  apt 
to  be  a poor  customer  and  danger  from 
air  raids  might  well  close  down  the  big 
profitable  London  theatres.  The  same 
would  be  true  in  Paris.” 


New  York — The  first  production  deal 
killed  by  the  “War”  situation  in  Europe  is 
the  Leslie  Howard- Walter  Futter  contract 
with  RKO. 


Buys  Keith  Site 

Boston — RKO  has  purchased  the  fee  to 
the  Memorial,  gift  of  B.  F.  Keith,  here, 
from  Harvard  University,  for  $1,000,000,  to 
be  paid  off  during  a period  of  years. 


Universal  Up  $75,000:  See 
A Million  Hike  in  Drive 

New  York — With  business  averaging  an 
increase  of  $75,000  above  normal  during 
the  first  week  of  the  drive.  Universal  ex- 
pects the  three-month  Exhibitor  sponsored 
Testimonial  to  Nate  Blumberg  and  his 
associates  to  total  more  than  $1,000,000  in 
increased  revenue. 

A minimum  trade  paper  advertising  bud- 
get of  $100,000  has  been  set  aside  for  the 
campaign  which  has  for  a slogan  “Ap- 
proved by  exhibitors  as  the  exhibitor  com- 
pany.” 

Production  budget  on  “The  Tower  of 
London”  has  been  increased  by  $300,000; 
“Destry  Rides  Again,”  by  $200,000;  “Green 
Hell,”  by  $200,000,  and  “The  Invisible  Man 
Returns,”  by  $200,000. 

Sol  Lesser  Plans  Three 
UA  Releases  a Year 

New  York — Sol  Lesser,  who  is  here  from 
the  coast,  states  he  plans  three  a year  for 
UA,  one  of  them  to  be  a picture  directed 
by  Ernst  Lubitsch.  He  will  be  here  a 
couple  of  more  weeks  working  with  Thorn- 
ton Wilder  on  “Our  Town”  and  shooting 
exteriors  for  it  in  New  England. 


Burger  Stays  Awhile 

New  York — Sam  Burger,  traveling  repre- 
sentative for  M-G-M,  plans  to  remain  in 
New  York  indefinitely.  His  wife,  who  re- 
cently underwent  an  appendectomy,  is 
making  rapid  strides  toward  a complete 
recovery. 


Two  Pictures  Wait 

New  York — Madeleine  Carroll  returns 
from  abroad  in  a few  days  and  imme- 
diately heads  for  the  coast  where  a two- 
picture-a-year  contract  awaits  her  at 
Paramount. 


Not  for  Monogram 

New  York — Reports  B.  F.  Zeidman 
would  produce  a series  of  eight  for  Mono- 
gram are  denied  by  William  Fitelson,  law- 
yer, who  adds  deals  in  other  directions, 
however,  are  in  work. 


More  Arrivals 

New  York — Norma  Shearer,  Grace 
Moore  and  Elsa  Maxwell  were  among 
those  who  returned  from  troubled  Europe 
aboard  the  Manhattan. 
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Out  of  War  Zone,  Family  and  All — 


-“Metropolitan  Photos 


Joseph  A.  McConville,  Columbia’s  foreign  sales  manager,  returjis  from 
troubled  Europe  on  the  Normandie  after  two  months  overseas  on  business 
whieh  took  him  to  England,  France,  Belgium  and  Holland. 
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Allied's  Regional  Will  Discuss  Arbitration  and  Code, 
Singles  and  Warner  12  Points  Dual  ITOA  Objectives 


New  York — Discussions  over  the  ad- 
visability of  inaugurating  a single  feature 
policy  at  member  theatres  throughout  New 
Jersey  and  reactions  to  the  new  Warner 
sales  policy  are  expected  to  highlight  the 
20th  annual  convention  and  eastern  re- 
gional conference  of  Allied  of  New  Jer- 
sey at  the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel,  Atlantic 
City,  September  6-7-8. 

Coupling  of  the  eastern  regional  confer- 
ence, which  is  a hangover  from  the  Allied 
of  New  York  convention  here  last  May, 
is  said  to  have  swelled  advance  reser- 
vations for  the  conclave  to  about  350,  with 
last-minute  decisions  expected  to  bring  at- 
tendance to  more  than  400.  Allied  imit 
members  in  the  east,  from  Maine  to  West 
Virginia  and  as  far  west  as  Pittsburgh, 
are  scheduled  to  send  delegates. 

Principal  speakers  will  be  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  national  Allied  president;  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Nathan  Yamins,  Sidney  Samuel- 
son,  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Pittsburgh;  Herman 
Blum,  Baltimore;  Arthur  Howard,  Boston; 
and  Gov.  A.  Harry  Moore  of  New  Jersey. 
A local  Allied  spokesman  said  Allied  of 
New  York  would  not  be  officially  repre- 
sented “of  course,”  but  a few  members 
“will  undoubtedly  sit  in  as  observers.” 

In  answer  to  a question,  this  spokesman 
declared  there  would  be  “little,  if  any”  dis- 
cussion on  the  distributors  proposed  trade 
practice  code.  “The  code  is  a dead  duck,” 
he  said.  “The  convention  will  help  to  tell 
theatre  owners  where  they  stand.” 

The  apparent  interest  in  a blanket  swing 
to  single  feature  programs  stems  from 
experiments  that  have  been  made  in  nor- 
mal dual-policy  territories  which  demon- 
strate, it  is  said,  that  business  “is  just  as 
good”  at  substantially  less  rental  cost. 

The  official  convention  program: 

Wednesday,  September  6 

10  A.  M. — Registration. 

11A.M. — Ti’ade  show.  Inspection  of 
exhibits. 

Luncheon.  Eastern  regional  directors. 

3 to  5 P.  M. — First  general  session.  Trel- 
lis Room. 

10  P.  M. — Get-together  party.  500  Club. 

Thursday,  September  7 

10  A.  M. — Committee  meeting  New  Jer- 
sey Allied  Trellis  Room. 

11A.M. — Eastern  regional  directors’ 

meeting.  Gold  Room. 

2 to  5 P.  M. — Second  general  session. 

Trellis  Room. 

Product  survey. 

2:30  P.M. — Ladies’  beach  party. 

5:30  P.M. — Official  photograph,  Iowa 
Ave.  entrance. 

7:45  P.M. — Allied  of  New  Jersey  cock- 
tail party.  Exhibit  Hall. 

8:30  P.M. — Annual  banquet.  Main  din- 
ing hall. 

Friday,  September  8 

11A.M. — Third  general  session,  'Trellis 
Room. 

New  Jersey  Allied  election  of  officers. 

Product  survey  results. 

Good  and  welfare. 

Committee  reports. 

Final  adjournment. 

3 P.  M. — Bathing  beauty  pageant  parade. 


Tells  It  to  Dies — 

Henry  D.  Allen,  ex-convict,  once 
charged  by  the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi 
League  as  a distributor  of  anti-Semitic 
circulars  on  the  west  coast,  pops  into 
the  news  again.  This  time,  he  testified 
before  the  Dies  committee  in  Wash- 
ington which  established  contact  be- 
tween Allen  and  the  German-Ameri- 
can  Bund. 

Freeman  Talking  Renewal 
Of  Lucas  & Jenkins  Deal 

New  York — Renewal  of  the  theatre 
operating  deal  between  Paramount  and 
Lucas  & Jenkins  will  be  undertaken  by 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Paramount  studio 
operations  head  and  former  circuit  mana- 
ger who  is  here  from  the  coast  for  home 
office  conferences.  'Tlie  expiring  agreement 
has  been  in  force  under  an  extension 
while  negotiations  are  being  carried  on. 


Two  Held  Over 

Worcester — “The  Return  of  the  Prog” 
and  “Tlie  Demon  Barber  of  Fleet  Street,” 
originally  booked  by  Loew’s  Plaza  for  four 
days,  has  been  held  for  a full  week. 


New  York — Observing  that  “honest  men 
conducting  business  daily  should  not  be 
afraid  to  arbitrate  their  difficulties  and 
differences  in  the  pursuance  of  such  busi- 
ness,” the  ITOA,  headed  by  Harry  Brandt, 
has  adopted  one  resolution  calling  upon 
seven  major  distributors  to  institute  a pol- 
icy to  arbitrate  claims  and  controversies 
such  as  adopted  by  Warner,  and  another 
declaring  “it  would  be  a serious  mistake 
on  the  part  of  the  distributors  not  to  make 
the  code  effective.” 

The  resolution  quotes  that  portion  of  the 
new  Warner  sales  policy  which  states  the 
company  is  “to  arbitrate  with  any  cus- 
tomer desiring  so  to  do,  all  claims  and  con- 
troversies which  may  arise  under  our  li- 
cense agreements,  and  our  form  of  license 
agreement  contained  in  optional  arbitra- 
tion provisions.  We  will  continue  to  give 
to  each  of  our  customers  the  option  to 
arbitrate  all  such  claims  and  controversies.” 

The  document  then  “asks”  Columbia, 
RKO,  Universal,  M-G-M,  Paramount,  20th 
Century-Fox  and  UA  “to  institute  a simi- 
lar policy  calling  for  the  fair  arbitration 
of  all  business  difficulties  for  the  1939- 
40  season  and,  where  any  of  these  dis- 
tributing companies  have  theatre  affili- 
ates, such  theatre  affiliates  should  also 
enter  into  the  agreement  of  arbitration 
of  business  difficulties  in  order  that  the 
aforementioned  policy  put  forth  by  Mr. 
Sears  (Warner’s  sales  manager)  may  be- 
come wholly  effective  and  redound  to  the 
benefit  of  theatre  owners.” 

The  second  resolution  states  “It  would 
be  a serious  mistake  on  the  part  of  dis- 
tributor companies  not  to  make  the  code 
effective  immediately,  for  the  code  was 
formulated  for  the  benefit  of  theatre  own- 
ers in  order  that  they  may  regulate  them- 
selves from  within  the  industry,”  and  calls 
upon  the  major  distributors  to  put  the 
code  “actually  into  effect.” 


Rodgers  Silent  on  Code 

New  York — Returning  from  the  coast, 
William  F.  Rodgers,  distributor  pivot  in  its 
formulation,  said  he  would  make  no  state- 
ment on  the  outlawed  trade  code  until  he 
confers  with  J.  Robert  Rubin,  M-G-M 
counsel,  “to  see  what  can  be  done  about  it.” 


Authorize  Irving  Trust  to 
Hire  a Defense  Counsel 

New  York  — Federal  Judge  Samuel 
Mandelbaum  has  authorized  Irving  Trust 
as  RKO’s  trustee  to  employ  William  Mar- 
shall Bullitt  of  Louisville,  to  defend  them 
both  in  an  anti-trust  action  for  $75,000 
damages  brought  by  Harry  Schwartz  and 
George  Meyers,  doing  business  as  the  New 
Theatre. 

Other  defendants  in  the  action  which 
charges  violation  of  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust laws  are  20th  Century-Fox,  Loew’s, 
M-G-M  Distributing  Corp.  of  Texas, 
Paramoimt  Pictures  Distributing  Corp., 
and  UA.  All  of  these  defendants  are 
represented  by  Bullitt. 
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Studio  Employes  Must 
Fix  Jurisdiction 

Washington  — Studio  employes  of  ten 
companies  are  to  hold  a “secret  ballot  elec- 
tion” to  settle  the  question  of  representa- 
tion for  collective  bargaining  purposes,  un- 
der orders  issued  by  the  national  labor 
relations  board. 

The  board’s  order  gives  government  ap- 
proval to  a tentative  agreement  reached 
in  Hollywood  August  22  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy by  an  election  which  will  permit 
the  employes  of  the  ten  companies  to  de- 
termine whether  they  are  to  be  repre- 
sented by  the  AFL  International  Alliance  of 
Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  the  indepen- 
dent United  Studio  Technicians  Guild,  or 
by  neither. 

To  be  eligible  to  vote,  employes  must 
have  received  60  days’  employment  be- 
tween January  1 and  July  15,  last,  and  be 
within  stipulated  categories  of  employ- 
ment. 

The  election  will  poll  the  employes  at 
Columbia,  Loew’s,  Paramount,  RKO,  Wal- 
ter Wanger  Productions,  20th  Century- 
Fox,  Universal,  Warner  Bros.,  United  Ar- 
tists and  Hal  E.  Roach  Studios. 


Booth  Tarkington  s Trial 
Against  WB  Is  Postponed 

New  York — A stipulation  of  agreement 
has  been  signed  and  filed  in  the  federal 
court  between  attorneys  for  Booth  Tark- 
ington and  Warner,  postponing  trial  of 
the  author’s  $100,000  action  against  the 
company  or  their  $18,750  counter  suit 
against  him  until  after  his  depositions  are 
taken  for  Warner. 

Both  parties  are  claiming  breach  of  a 
March,  1931  agreement,  whereby  Warner 
was  authorized  to  produce  the  Penrod 
stories.  Tarkington  claims  he  never  wrote 
“Penrod  and  His  Twin  Brother”  and  seeks 
an  accounting  and  an  injunction  against 
the  picture.  Warner  asserts  that,  as  a 
result  of  producing  the  Penrod  stories,  the 
character  is  associated  with  them,  and  not 
with  Tarkington  in  the  public  mind.  It 
also  seeks  damages  claiming  that  certain 
of  the  stories  purchased  from  the  author 
in  1931  were  already  in  the  public  domain. 

George  Crouch  Heads  WB 
Washington  Club  Unit 

Washington — George  A.  Crouch,  assist- 
ant zone  manager,  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  local  unit  of  the  Warner  Club. 
General  zone  manager  John  J.  Payette 
continues  as  honorary  president. 

The  following  were  elected  vice-presi- 
dents in  charge  of  special  activities; 

Harry  E.  Lohmeyer,  district  manager, 
welfare;  Fred  Thomas,  Earle  manager,  en- 
tertainment: Fred  McMillan,  manager 
Silver,  Silver  Springs,  Md.,  membership; 
C.  E.  McGowan,  contact  manager,  chair- 
man of  contributions  and  loans  commit- 
tee; Nat  B.  Browne  of  the  Washington  of- 
fice, secretary;  George  Larkin  of  the  local 
office,  treasurer. 


Critics  in  14  Cities  Organize; 
75  Members  Now  Enrolled 


L G/s  in  Trouble 


New  York— I.  G.  (for  Got)  Tsou- 
ras,  that  well-known  Bronx  exhibitor, 
is  really  in  a stew. 

It  seems  I.  G.  fired  his  cashier  be- 
cause business  got  very  bad,  and  in- 
stalled Mrs.  I.  G.  as  full-time  cash- 
ier. This  move,  naturally,  imposed 
quite  a burden  on  Mi’s.  I.  G.’s  nor- 
mal domestic  duties,  not  the  least  of 
which  constitute  preparing  Mr.  I.  G.’s 
meals. 

It  develops  that  during  the  many 
lulls  at  the  Tsouras  boxoffice,  Mrs. 

I.  G.  ran  across  a regular  feature 
in  the  Daily  News  known  as  “Nancy’s 
Daily  Dish — For  the  Busy  House- 
wife.” This  looked  like  a natural  for 
Mrs.  I.  G.,  so  she  started  to  ex- 
periment with  some  of  the  dishes. 
But  Mrs.  I.  G.  was  found  to  be 
spending  more  time  in  the  kitchen 
than  in  the  boxoffice. 

Finally,  after  a number  of  poten- 
tial cash  customers  complained  to 
Mr.  I.  G.  that  the  boxoffice  was  de- 
void of  a cash  taker  when  they  were 
contemplating  the  purchase  of  a tick- 
et, Ml-.  I.  G.  got  furious  and  inves- 
tigated. Here’s  what  he  found  on  the 
kitchen  table:  “Favorite  Quick 

Recipe  . . . Duck  Casserole.” 

One  duck  (about  five  pounds) 

Two  tablespoons  butter 
Browning  time:  10  minutes 
'Two  lumps  sugar 
One  tablespoon  vinegar 
Cooking  time:  Until  caramelized 
Three  tablespoons  white  wine 
Simmering  time:  10  minutes 
Two  and  a half  cups  bouillon 
Simmering  time;  15  minutes 
Juice  two  oranges 
Four  slices  orange 
One  teaspoon  salt 
One-eighth  teaspoon  pepper 
Oven  temperature:  300  degrees  P. 
Roasting  time:  two  hours 
Rind  two  oranges,  cut  in  long  strips 
Rind  one  lemon,  cut  in  strips 
Two  cups  boiling  water 
Boiling  time:  five  minutes 
Roasting  time;  20  minutes 
Two  tablespoons  Benedictine  or 
other  cordial 

Roasting  time:  10  minutes 

Zanuck  Pre-Trial  Probing 
Will  Be  in  Los  Angeles 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice 
Thomas  Noonan  has  ordered  the  examina- 
tion before  trial  of  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  to 
take  place  in  Los  Angeles,  in  connection 
with  the  suit  of  Robert  E.  Sherwood  and 
the  Playwrights  Producing  Co.  against 
20th  Century-Fox.  Zanuck’s  examination 
will  take  place  as  soon  as  the  plaintiffs 
post  a bond  for  costs  and  disbursements. 

Action  claims  that  the  20th-Pox  picture, 
“Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  deceives  the  public 
into  believing  it  is  based  on  Sherwood’s 
play,  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois.” 


New  York — The  newly  formed  News- 
paper Film  Critics  of  America  claims 
virtually  unanimous  membership  among 
motion  picture  editors  and  critics  in  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  LouisviUe,  Chicago,  Albany, 
New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Dallas,  Milwaukee, 
Omaha,  Pittsburgh,  Detroit,  Toronto  and 
Montreal.  With  about  75  members  en- 
rolled, applications  have  been  sent  to  other 
editors  and  critics  throughout  the  country. 

Harry  Martin  of  the  Memphis  Commer- 
cial Appeal  is  temporary  chairman,  and 
“Buck”  Herzog  of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel 
temporary  secretary-treasurer.  Keith  Wil- 
son of  the  Omaha  World-Herald  and 
Merle  Potter  of  Minneapolis  comprise, 
with  Martin  and  Herzog,  the  planning 
committee. 

With  a declared  policy  of  -‘acting  inde- 
pendently of  Hollywood,”  the  organization 
proposes  to  seek  elevation  of  standards  of 
criticism  and  comment  on  films,  cooperate 
toward  the  advancement  of  the  film  de- 
partment as  an  important  factor  in  the 
American  press  and  cooperate  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  industry.  Speaking  pri- 
vately, Martin  declares  the  organization 
has  a deep  desire  “to  build  the  motion  pic- 
ture departments  of  the  American  press  to 
the  place  they  should  rightfully  occupy  in 
the  newspapers  of  today.” 

Present  plans  call  for  the  NFCA  to  es- 
tablish its  own  set  of  awards  immediately 
after  its  annual  convention  shortly  after 
January  1.  The  convention,  still  tentative, 
may  run  for  three  days,  with  authorities 
on  various  film  subjects  invited  to  address 
the  group.  Mutual  problems  would  also 
come  in  for  a large  share  of  discussion. 
Every  editor  and  critic  would  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  present  his  or  her  problems. 

The  first  convention  has  been  tenta- 
tively set  for  next  February  in  the  middle 
west,  at  which  time  permanent  officers 
will  be  elected. 

Consolidated  Is  Reported 
Dickering  lor  New  Units 

New  York — It  is  reported  locally  Con- 
solidated is  dickering  for  the  new  theatres 
to  be  erected  at  43rd  St.  & Broadway  on 
the  site  of  the  former  George  M.  Cohan. 
Consolidated  has  leased  the  Ideal  on  44th 
St.  and  8th  Ave.  for  the  showing  of 
Italian  pictures.  The  house  is  now  the 
Cinecitta. 

When  Brandt  opens  the  new  theatre 
being  constructed  on  the  former  Drake 
restaurant  site  on  42nd  St.,  it  will  be  a 
newsreel  venture. 

Loew  Board  Expected  to 
Declare  50c  Dividend 

New  York — The  regular  Loew  board 
meeting  will  be  held  Wednesday  when  the 
quarterly  common  dividend  of  50  cents  is 
expected  to  be  declared.  David  Bernstein, 
who  has  been  vacationing  in  Maine,  is 
due  back  in  time  for  the  session. 
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Columbia  Agreement 
Delays  Folly  Trial 

New  York — A stipulation  of  agreement 
between  attorneys  for  Columbia  and  the 
Folly  Amusement  Holding  Corp.,  filed  in 
federal  court,  has  postponed  the  necessity 
for  Columbia  answering  the  anti-trust 
charges  until  December  20.  This  probably 
means  trial  will  not  take  place  until 
February,  1940, 

Besides  Columbia,  defendants  include  all 
other  majors  as  well  as  Republic,  Mono- 
gram, and  Randforce  Amusement.  The 
plaintiff,  operator  of  the  Brooklyn  Folly, 
charges  violations  of  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust act  which  put  them  out  of  business. 
Ti’iple  damages  of  $750,000  are  sought. 

Republic  Sells  Warner 
Circuit  on  the  Coast 

Los  Angeles — Republic  has  closed  with 
the  Warner  circuit  on  the  coast  for  next 
season’s  lineup.  James  R.  Grainger  engi- 
neered the  deal  for  the  distributor  with 
Lou  Halper,  western  zone  manager  for  the 
circuit. 


Sunday  Shows  Soon 

Walton,  N.  J. — Within  the  next  few 
weeks  Sunday  shows  will  be  inaugurated 
following  a recent  referendum  which 
voted  a change  in  the  laws  by  848  to  771. 


Technical  Progress  Study 
A SMPE  Meet  Highlight 

New  York — The  technical  progress  made 
by  the  industry  in  the  past  year  will  be 
one  of  the  highlights  of  the  24th  annual 
SMPE  conveption  at  the  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  16  to  19,  inclusive. 

E.  A.  Williford,  president,  will  preside 
at  many  of  the  convention’s  gatherings,  at 
which  the  industry’s  leading  engineers  and 
executives  will  present  outstanding  techni- 
cal papers. 

General  arrangements  are  again  in 
charge  of  W.  C.  Kunzmann,  vice-president, 
who  is  also  in  charge  of  registration  and 
information.  An  18-man  committee  head- 
ed by  D.  E.  Hyndman,  chairman  of  the 
SMPE’s  Atlantic  coast  section,  is  in  charge 
of  local  arrangements  and  reception  of 
SMPE  delegates.  Hotel  and  transportation 
arrangements  are  in  charge  of  J.  Frank  jr., 
and  his  committee.  H.  Griffin  heads  the 
committee  on  convention  projection. 

Little  Progress  Reported 
In  N.  Y.  Unionization 

New  York — A report  on  the  unioniza- 
tion of  cashiers  and  ushers  at  local  inde- 
pendent theatres  was  made  at  a meeting 
called  by  Max  Cohen  of  Paras  Ct.,  Brook- 
lyn, who  is  Allied  of  New  York  regional 
vice-president.  It  is  said  members  have 
not  recognized  any  material  progress  by 
the  newly-formed  union. 


Levy  Resigns  MPTOA 
Position  as  Counsel 

New  York — Edward  G.  Levy  of  New 
Haven  has  resigned  his  post  as  gen- 
eral counsel  of  the 
MPTOA  with  no 
successor  immedi- 
ately named.  In  so 
making  it  known, 

Ed  Kuykendall 
points  out  Levy  has 
not  been  active  in 
organizational  af- 
fairs for  over  a year. 

Last  week  Levy, 
with  others,  was 
sentenced  to  a year 
in  prison  for  com-  edavard  g,  LEVi’ 
plicity  in  a conspiracy  to  defraud  the  city 
of  Waterbury  of  more  than  $1,000,000.  He 
had  turned  state’s  evidence. 


Columbia  and  National^ 
Sign  Three-Year  Deal 

New  York — Columbia’s  deal  with  Na- 
tional Theatres  is  for  three  years.  Some 
of  the  situations  have  been  worked  out  and 
others  are  now  being  concluded.  This  will 
take  about  another  month.  Larry  Kent, 
Eddie  Zabel  and  Milton  Hossfeld  are 
working  with  Columbia  executives  until 
J.  J.  Sullivan,  FYVC  film  buyer,  returns 
from  a six-week  vacation  in  the  west  next 
week. 


Services  for  Mrs,  Harry 
Crandall  in  Capital 

Washington — Funeral  services  were  held 
over  the  weekend  for  Mrs.  Harry  Crandall, 
62,  who  passed  away  after  a six-month 
illness. 

She  was  the  widow  of  the  late  local  vet- 
eran exhibitor  in  this  territory  and  is  sur- 
vived by  a sister  and  three  daughters,  one 
of  them,  Dorothy,  who  is  Mrs.  J.  J.  Pay- 
ette, wife  of  Warner’s  general  zone  man- 
ager in  this  territory. 


Charge  "Leading  Citizen" 
Distorts  Labor  Picture 

New  York — Declaring  the  film  is  “anti- 
labor and  distorts  and  perverts  the  very 
principles  and  motives  of  the  American 
labor  movement,’’  the  executive  board  of 
Local  16  of  the  United  Office  and  Profes- 
sional Workers  of  America  has  asked  its 
members  to  boycott  “Our  Leading  Citi- 
zen.” A copy  of  a letter  explaining  its  ac- 
tion has  been  sent  to  Paramount. 


Munro  to  Sail 

New  York — Charles  Munro,  managing 
director  of  Hoyts,  Australian  circuit,  re- 
turns to  his  headquarters  in  Sydney  after 
three  months  here  on  the  Monterey,  Sep- 
tember 13.  He  concluded  a five-year  deal 
with  UA  during  his  visit,  as  well  as  closing 
other  product  negotiations. 


They  Gather  to  Herald  a Film—  ^ ' 

Aside  from  the  World’s  Fair  and  its  special  “Golden  Boy  Day,”  reported  else- 
where in  this  issue,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus  served  cocktails,  et  al,  at  the  Music 
Hall  to  signalize  the  advent  of  the  picture.  Above,  Harry  Cohn  in  serious  dis- 
cussion with  William  Holden  and  Lee  Cobb,  members  of  the  cast.  Below,  left. 
Jack  Cohn  in  conversation  with  Columnist  Danton  Walker.  Right,  Nate 
Spingold  and  Abe  Montague  air  something  that  looks  important. 
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Universal  Makes  Scranton  and  America  Gloria  Jean-Conscious — 


6 

— Photos  by  Cosmo-Sileo 


There  was  much  to-do  in  the  Pennsylvania  coal  city  when  “The  Under-Pup,”  its  young  star  and  a flock  of  critics  poured  out 
of  the  special  train  which  brought  the  party  in  from  New  York.  Herewith  the  camera  tells  the  tale:  1. — John  J.  Nolan  of 
the  Comerford  circuit,  Graham  McNamee  and  Matty  Fox  around  the  “mike”  at  the  Strand  Theatre.  2. — Gloria  crowned 
Queen  of  Anthracite.  3. — Part  of  the  approximate  10,000  kids  who  assembled  for  an  ice  cream  and  doughnut  party.  4. — 
Gloria  shakes  a friendly  hand  with  the  engineer  who  conveyed  her  to  the  premiering  city.  5. — With  Uncle  Jake  Davies,  who 
trained  her  voice  when  she  was  younger  and  that  wasn’t  so  long  ago.  6. — Greeted  by  Mayor  Fred  J.  Huester  on  her  arrival 
at  Scranton. 
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^ RAY  JOHNSTON  is  on  the  coast  go- 
ing over  production  plans  that  in- 
volve the  new  Jerry  Brandt  unit  . . . Joseph 
H.  Hazen,  Warner  vice-president,  observes 
the  traditional  fall  movement  by  leasing 
an  apartment  of  12  rooms  and  four  baths 
at  888  Park  Ave.  . . . Jack  Warner  has 
cancelled  his  plans  to  desert  the  coast  in 
favor  of  a London  production  visit  . . . J. 
Cheever  Cowdin  has  returned  to  his  desk 
after  a two-week  visit  at  the  Universal 
studios  . . . Adolph  Zukor  is  due  to  arrive 
in  Los  Angeles,  September  4,  from  Hono- 
lulu, following  his  visit  to  Australia  . . . 
R.  Scott  Dunlap  has  returned  to  the 
Monogram  lot  after  a quick  weekend  here 
to  attend  a board  meeting  , . . Sam  Krell- 
berg  hosting  Jack  Davis,  London  newsreel 
theatre  operator,  to  a Lindy  lunch.  Davis 
found  much  to  reminisce  with  Abe  Mon- 
tague and  Joe  McConville  . . . George 
Skouras,  Matty  Pox  and  Bill  Sussman,  a 
Hunting  Room  trio  . . . Evelyn  O’Connell, 
Paramount’s  World’s  Fair  hostess,  is 
doubling  in  brass.  She’s  again  secretarying 
for  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  her  former  boss, 
during  his  visit  here  from  the  studios  . . . 
Irving  Ludwig,  manager  of  the  8th  Street 
Playhouse,  postcards  he’s  enjoying  Quebec 
. . . W.  E.  Calloway,  Warner  west  coast 
district  manager,  and  N.  H.  Brower,  Los 
Angeles  branch  manager,  were  home  office 
visitors. 

Ed  Rowley  of  Robb  & Rowley,  his  son. 
Junior;  C.  V.  Jojies,  general  manager  of 
the  circuit,  and  Ralph  Noble,  city  man- 
ager for  Little  Rock,  took  a weekend  holi- 
day cruise  to  Halifax.  The  group  is  back 
on  the  local  scene  to  resume  product 
negotiations  with  M-G-M  and  other  dis- 
tributors . . . Mort  Shea,  who  is  spending 
the  summer  at  his  New  Hampshire  home, 
on''y  came  to  town  once  during  the  warm 
months  . . . Lew  Golder,  Columbia  pro- 
ducer, is  around  town  these  days  and 
planning  to  head  for  the  coast  shortly. 

Of  a Thursday  at  the  Astor  Hunting 
Room:  E.  C.  Grainger  who  is  feeling  pretty 
good  because  business  in  the  Peiber  & 
Shea  circuit  has  picked  up  in  the  last 
month.  Joe  Seider  hasn’t  a kind  word  and 
says  it  isn’t  the  Fair  which  is  hurting 
business;  it’s  general  conditions  . . . Joe 
Unger  and  Milt  Kusell  in  a huddle  and 
missing  Neil  F.  Agnew  and  Charles  Rea- 
gan, who  saunter  into  the  Orangerie  for 
their  mid-day  repast  . . . Charles  Kess- 
nich,  who  is  with  Harold  Portman  and  Bill 
Jenkins,  says  he’s  been  in  town  for  the 
last  month  and  planning  to  return  home 
that  very  same  day  . . . Leon  Netter  and 
Nathan  Goldenson  are  with  two  other 
Paramounteers  until  E.  M.  Saunders  joins 
the  party.  Nathanson  says  he’ll  be  in  De- 
troit after  Labor  Day  to  confer  with  Earl 
Hudson,  temporarily  in  charge  of  United 
Detroit  operations  . . . Jules  Levy  and  Hal 
Horne  are  an  RKO  twosome,  the  former 
stating  he  has  “a  few  pictures  to  sell,” 
while  Horne  wonders  if  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz”  will  gross  $18,000,000.  Of  course  he 
declines  to  admit  “Snow  White”  inter- 
nationally grossed  about  $8,000,000,  which 
is  an  unprecedented  record  for  any  picture 
. . . Joe  Bernhard  and  Artie  Rapf  talking 
things  over  and  pleased  with  the  rainy 
weather  . . . A1  Adams  and  George  Schaef- 


fer of  Republic  with  Jimmie  Fidler’s  fam- 
ily in  tow  ...  Ed  Hatrick,  with  a guest, 
informs  friends  he  has  just  come  from  his 
office  after  telephoning  the  Journal- 
Arnerican  news  desk  and  the  latest  report, 
at  the  time,  was  war  would  most  likely  be 
declared  in  20  minutes  . . . Lee  Shubert, 
back  from  the  coast,  lunching  with  three 
guests. 

Harry  Gold  was  in  Philadelphia  last 
Wednesday  and  the  food  at  the  Warwick 
there  was  so  inviting  he  broke  his  diet.  The 
following  day,  he  met  Lou  Irwin  coming 
out  of  the  Tavern  when  the  latter  tried  to 
mterest  him  in  a series  of  one-reel  shorts. 
Which  brings  Gold  to  remark,  “I’ll  look 
at  them,  but  I’ll  guarantee  you  I won’t  do 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Silen 

Normandie  Cargo — 

Russell  Muth,  general  European  man- 
ager for  Movietone  (right),  arrives 
from  London  on  the  pride  of  the 
Freiich  Line  for  a conference  with 
Truman  H.  Talley.  With  him  is  Steve 
Fitzgibbons,  also  attached  to  the  news- 
reel and  in  charge  of  the  company’s 
eastern  studio.  Fitzgibbons  was  abroad 
on  a vacation. 


you  any  good.”  The  subject  then  veers  to 
the  Ritz  Brothers  and  Lou  chirps,  “I 
haven’t  had  them  for  months”  . . . H.  J. 
Yates  and  Gene  Autry  will  return  from 
Europe,  Wednesday,  on  the  Manhattan; 
cutting  short  the  trip  by  almost  a week  due 
to  the  foreign  situation  . . . Cedric  Worth, 
screen  writer;  Robert  Richards,  former 
m.  e.  of  the  March  of  Time  radio  pro- 
gram, and  Peter  Lyon,  radio  writer,  are 
new  members  of  Louis  de  Rochemont’s 
staff  for  the  March  of  Time  reel  . . . 
Charles  C.  Moskowitz  and  other  labor 
heads  for  major  circuits  held  their  first 
meeting  with  Joe  Basson,  president  of 
Local  306,  and  his  delegation  on  contracts 
for  the  ensuing  year,  with  other  sessions 
scheduled. 


One  wiseacre  came  through  with  this 
during  the  week:  Did  you  hear  the  story 
of  the  important  circuit  operator,  who, 
after  weeks  of  wrangling  on  a product  deal, 
booked  the  general  sales  manager  solid  for 
five  weeks  with  a percentage  of  the  gross 
thrown  in?  ...  Douglas  Fairbanks  is  back 
from  abroad  via  the  Clipper  route  . . . A1 
Powell  of  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co., 
Guthrie,  Okla.,  and  Dale  Lynn  of  the  Pir- 
tle  circuit,  Beardstown,  111.,  have  been 
guests  of  Henderson  Richey  while  visiting 
the  RKO  lounge  . . . Jack  Cohn,  v.  p.  of 
Columbia,  is  planning  a South  American 
tour  sometime  in  October  when  he  will  at- 
tend the  company’s  convention  with  Joseph 
A.  McConville,  foreign  head.  Among  the 
cities  to  be  toured  wUl  be  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Montevideo,  Carcacas  and  other  Latin 
American  countries. 

Throngs  at  The  Tavern;  Eddie  Zabel, 
Milton  Hossfeldt  and  Larry  Kent  of  Na- 
tional Theatres  in  one  group  . . . Joe  Sei- 
delman  and  Fernando  des  Fuentes,  Mexi- 
can producer  . . . Oscar  A.  Doob  and  Ernie 
Emerling,  the  former  observing  the  Du 
Pont  television  receiver  had  been  removed 
and  remarking,  “Why  not?  Television  is  a 
thing  of  the  past  anyway”  . . . The  Silver- 
stones — Murray,  Manny  and  Arthur — with 
Arthur  W.  Kelly,  giving  UA  a right  hand- 
some representation  . . . Joe  Burstyn  and 
Harry  Thomas  . . . Charlie  Curran  and 
Sam  Marx  . . . Jack  Goetz,  E.  M.  Fay,  Lou 
Pollock,  Hank  Linet  and  Maurice  Berg- 
man, but  not  necessarily  together  . . . Also 
Joe  Stein  ordering  shirred  eggs  and 
chicken  livers,  “but  make  the  shirred  eggs 
scrambled.” 

On  the  Lighter  Side:  W.  G.  Van  Schmus, 
managing  director  of  the  Music  Hall,  on 
Wednesday  poured  and  most  of  local  film- 
land’s fourth  estate  quaffed  in  honor  of 
William  Holden,  Adolphe  Menjou,  Lee  J. 
Cobb  and  Sam  Levene,  who  happen  to  be 
part  of  the  cast  of  “Golden  Boy,”  which 
happens  to  be  booked  into  the  Hall.  For 
Columbia,  which  happens  to  own  “Golden 
Boy,”  were  Harry  and  Jack  Cohn,  Abe 
Montague,  Abe  Schneider  and  Nate  B. 
Spingold.  Gus  Eysell  and  R.  V.  Downing 
were  among  the  Hall  executives  present 
. . . Anna  Neagle  and  Herbert  Wilcox,  star 
and  producer,  respectively,  of  “Nurse 
Edith  Cavell,”  were  honored  on  the  com- 
pletion of  their  first  Hollywood  picture  un- 
der an  Anglo-American  production  plan 
for  RKO  at  a private  preview  of  the  film 
Thursday  at  the  Trans-Lux  on  Lexington 
avenue,  followed  by  an  informal  dinner  in 
the  Empire  Room  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 
George  J.  Schaefer,  Ned  Depinet,  John  J. 
O’Connor,  Fred  Meyers,  Max  Fellerman 
and  S.  Barret  McCormick  were  on  the  re- 
ceiving line. 

“The  thing  I like  most  about  Phila- 
delphia,” chuckles  Sidney  Samuelson,  “is 
that  it  doesn’t  have  any  trade  paper  re- 
porters around”  . . . Helen  O’Toole,  secre- 
tary to  Ed  Kuykendall,  sails  on  the  Roma, 
Thursday,  for  a Bermuda  vacation  . . . 
George  Gold,  Allied  of  New  Jersey  presi- 
dent, has  returned  from  a vacation  to 
“colossal”  Panama  . . . The  Edward  G. 
Robinsons  got  in  from  a shortened  Euro- 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

"Mary  Todd  Lincoln" — 

Ruth  Gordon,  well-known  Broadway 
actress,  as  she  left  New  York  for 
Hollywood  to  play  Abraham  Lincoln’s 
wife  in  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois”  for 
RKO. 


pean  sojourn  on  the  Washington,  Thurs- 
day . . . Tom  Waller,  syndicate  contact  at 
Paramount,  sings  so  loud,  and  well,  that 
the  local  synagogue  at  Long  Beach,  where 
he  lives,  has  invited  him  to  join  its  choir 
. . . Sam  E.  Morris,  Warner  vice-president, 
is  due  to  return  here  October  2 after  at- 
tending sales  meetings  in  Buenos  Aires  . . . 
Herbert  Berg,  Paramount  trade  paper  con- 
tact, is  moving  to  Brooklyn,  thereby  com- 
mitting a very  unsporting  act. 

F.  W.  Beiersdorf,  Warner  Washington 
branch  manager,  and  Harry  Seed,  Pitts- 
burgh manager,  were  in  town  for  home 
office  conferences  with  Roy  Haines  . . . 
Larry  Golob,  Warner  fan  magazine  con- 
tact here,  is  in  Hollywood  on  a business 
trip  to  the  studios  . . . Gloria  Jean,  Uni- 
versal’s new  starlet,  was  in  Chicago  for  a 
personal  appearance  at  the  Roosevelt  in 
conjunction  with  the  premiere  of  “The 
Under-Pup”  . . . Doug  Leishman  of  the 
Schine  circuit,  passed  through  late  in  the 
week  en  route  to  Gloversville  headquarters, 
foUowing  a visit  to  circuit  properties  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland. 


J.  J.  Sullivan,  FWC  film  buyer,  is  vaca- 
tioning on  the  coast  and  is  due  back  the 
middle  of  September  to  finish  up  on  prod- 
uct deals  and  to  attend  the  World  Series 
. . . Eddie  Zabel  we7it  to  Chicago  to  meet 
his  wife  coming  in  from  the  coast  after  an 
extensive  vacation  . . . Larry  Kent  is  plan- 
ning to  return  to  California  in  October, 
via  the  Canal.  He  has  three  reservations 
. . . Bob  Kane  is  due  to  leave  for  the  coast 
the  end  of  the  week.  He  has  been  spend- 
ing the  past  few  weeks  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  S.  R.  Kent,  at  the  1,000  Islands. 
The  2bth-Fox  president,  by  the  ivay,  is  ?iot 
planning  to  return  to  his  desk  for  another 
month  or  so. 

Fernando  des  Fuentes,  Mexican  pro- 
ducer for  Universal,  is  in  town  conferring 
with  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  who,  by  the  by, 
canceled  his  contemplated  coast  trip  be- 
cause of  the  war  scare  in  Europe.  Fuentes 
plans  to  remain  in  town  another  ten  days, 
or  so,  before  returning  home  . . . Jack  Ep- 
stein, Mexican  branch  manager  for  Uni- 
versal, arrived  Thursday  for  home  office 
palavers  . . . Bill  McShea,  assistant  to  A. 
A.  Shubart  of  RKO,  returns  Tuesday  fi’om 
his  vacation  . . . Bill  Rowland,  who  is  pro- 
ducing Spanish  pictures  for  RKO  in  Mex- 
ico, is  about  town  again. 

Hubert  Lyons,  RKO  southern  district 
manager,  returned  to  his  headquarters 
over  the  weekend  after  a visit  to  the  home 
office  . . . Sol  Sachs,  Dallas  manager  for 
the  same  company,  is  here  . . . Bill  Jenk- 
ins came  to  town  from  Atlanta,  Thursday, 
for  a quick  visit  . . . Bob  Smeltzer,  central 
district  manager  for  Warners,  was  a home 
office  visitor  during  the  week  . . . Donald 
Crisp  returned  on  the  Laconia  from  a va- 
cation abroad  . . . Geraldine  Fitzgerald  is 
here  from  a vacation  in  Ireland  and  plans 
to  head  for  the  coast  soon  . . . Bill  Jaffe 
conferred  with  Marlene  Dietrich  the  other 
day  on  tax  matters  . . . Mike  Marco  has 
returned  ivest  after  a brief  visit  with  Jack 
Partington  and  Sam  Dembow. 

Morris  Josephs,  New  Haven  Univei’sal 
branch  manager,  was  in  to  see  Eddie  Pes- 
kay  early  in  the  week  on  a deal  for  Stam- 
ford and  Greenwich  . . . Herman  Robbins 
and  George  Dembow  journeyed  to  Wash- 
ington for  a few  days  . . . Jake  Soltz  of 
the  Rhumba  circuit  in  Pittsburgh,  lunched 
with  Clarence  Eiseman,  local  UA  man- 
ager and  formerly  of  Pittsburgh,  at  the 
Astor  the  other  noon  . . . Harry  Feinstein, 
Pittsbui’gh  Warner  circuit  buyer  and 


— Wide  World  Photo 

Back  to  Hollywood — 

He’s  there  7iow  to  do  a7iother  picture, 
but  this  shows  Laure7ice  Olivier  as  he 
reached  New  York  from  London 
aboard  the  lie  de  France. 


booker,  was  another  visitor  around  town. 
Ditto  for  Sammy  Speronza,  of  the  same 
office,  who  has  been  vacationing  with  his 
wife  . . . Luis  Enrique  Perez,  Republic  dis- 
tributor in  Venezuela,  is  in  New  York  on 
a two-week  visit. 

Ben  Washer  does7i’t  switch  to  Donahue 
& Coe  for  a7iother  7nonth,  or  at  least  until 
the  ope7ii7ig  of  "The  Real  Glory”  at 
the  Rivoli  . . . Edna  Best  arrived  on 
the  Nieuw  Amsterdam  and  immediately 
choo-chooed  to  the  coast  where  she  is  due 
on  the  RKO  lot  for  a role  in  "Swiss  Family 
Robuison”  . . . David  Niven  is  back  from  a 
Cape  Cod  siesta  and  is  coastbound  . . . Vic- 
tor Chenkm,  continental  singer,  has  been 
signed  by  Roma7i  Rebush,  head  of  Credo 
Pictures,  to  appear  in  a Jewish  film  . . . 
Among  RKO  lounge  visitors  of  the  week 
were  Eddie  Newma7i,  manager  of  the  Ly- 
ceum, Wimiipeg,  Canada;  B.  K.  Beach, 
secretary-treasurer  of  Western  Theatres, 
Canada;  R.  B.  Beach,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  Wmnipeg  . . . "Toots”  Shor 

(Continued  on  page  34-B) 


"Golden  Boy"  Holden  Takes  in  the  World's  Fair — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


This  story  goes  with  the  above  pictures:  William  Holden,  who  plays  the  lead  in  the  Columbia  film,  visits  the  World’s  Fair 
where  a day  was  named  after  the  picture.  With  him  are  Madge  Eva7is  and  Adolphe  Menjou.  Next,  he  shakes  hands  with 
Gladys  Niesen  of  St.  Louis  who,  by  lot,  becomes  his  lu7icheon  guest  at  the  expensive  French  Pavilion.  Finally,  to  prove  it  was 
on  the  level,  they  actually  have  lunch. 
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"Mr.  Van'  Entertains  Royalty—  cosmo-siieo 

Dinner  scene  atop  the  Music  Hall  as  W.  V.  Van  Schmus,  managing  director 
of  the  theatre  was  host  at  a dinner  for  Prince  Consort  Felix  of  Luxemhorg 
and  his  so7i.  Crown  Prince  Jean.  The  royal  pair,  07i  a7i  official  visit  from  the 
gra7id  duehy  which  borders  07i  Belgium,  France  and  Germa7iy,  also  were 
taken  on  a backstage  tour  of  the  house.  Left  to  right,  George  J.  Schaefer, 
president  of  RKO;  Julius  Holmes  of  the  World’s  Fair;  Prmce  Co7isort  Felix, 
Va7i  Sch7nus,  a7id  Crown  Prince  Jean. 

"U"Is  Set  to  Meet  All  Release 
Dates,  Cowdin,  Back,  States 


Triad  Theatres  to  Open 
A Pair  in  the  Bronx 

New  York — Triad  Theatres  will  open 
the  Metro  and  Congress  in  the  Bronx,  on 
September  8 and  September  15,  respec- 
tively, according  to  Moe  Baranco.  The 
New  Vogue,  among  the  trio  recently  ac- 
quired from  Moe  Rosenberg,  is  still  being 
picketed  by  the  motion  picture  division 
of  fhe  TMAT. 

Edw'ard  Peskay,  who  is  financing  Bar- 
anco in  the  Bi’onx  venture,  has  not  de- 
cided when  he  will  head  for  the  coast.  He 
is  planning  to  join  his  brother.  Hi  and 
Ben,  in  their  theatre  and  distribution 
business  in  California,  but  definite  plans 
await  settlement  of  the  Vogue  situation 
strike  and  winding  up  other  personal  af- 
fairs in  the  east. 


Father  of  Robert  Donat 
Is  Dead  at  Age  of  75 

Wallington,  Conn. — Ernest  Donat,  fath- 
er of  Robert  Donat,  is  dead  here  at  the 
age  of  75.  He  had  been  ill  for  some  time. 
His  widow  and  two  other  sons,  William 
and  John,  reside  here,  and  another  son, 
Philip,  lives  in  Nova  Scotia. 


New  York — On  his  last  visit  here,  Rob- 
ert Donat  expressed  concern  over  his  fath- 
er's failing  health.  Donat  currently  is  ap- 
pearing in  a picture  for  M-G-M  in  Eng- 
land. His  last  picture  was  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,”  which  continues  at  the  Astor  on 
a “pop”  price  policy. 


To  Ask  Ouster  of  Ruling 
In  Radtke  Patent  Suit 

New  York — Virgil  Crites  will  apply  to 
the  federal  court  on  September  5 to  set 
aside  the  verdict  of  Judge  Mortimer  W. 
Byers  on  July  7 dismissing  his  suit  against 
Albert  A.  Radtke,  Radtke  Patents  Corp., 
United  Research  Corp.  and  Warner. 

Crites  will  ask  for  a new  trial  and  a new 
judge.  Action  charged  infringement  of 
a patent,  entitled  “Methods  of  and  Means 
for  Optically  Reproducing  Sound.” 


Grants  Alperson  Details 
In  Pact  Breach  Claim 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Samuel  Man- 
delbaum  has  granted  Edward  L.  Alperson 
a bill  of  particulars  in  connection  with  his 
action  against  Grand  National  Pictures, 
Educational  and  Earle  W.  Hammons. 

Alperson,  claiming  breach  of  contract, 
is  suing  for  $135,644  plus  10,500  shares  of 
Grand  National  stock.  He  claims  he  was 
employed  on  October  1,  1938  on  a five-year 
contract  for  GN  at  $1,000  weekly,  plus  14,- 
000  shares  of  common  stock. 

On  January  21,  1939  the  contract  was 
breached,  he  asserts,  and  since  he  says  it 
could  be  cancelled  on  six  months’  notice, 
is  suing  for  the  above  amount. 


Drop  Injunction  Proceedings 

St.  Louis — Injunction  proceedings  against 
two  theatre  unions  who  were  picketing  the 
Bremen  and  O’Fallon  theatres  here  were 
dropped  Wednesday  when  owners  of  the 
theatres  and  union  leaders  reached  an 
“amicable  agreement.” 


New  York — Universal  “will  meet  all  re- 
lease dates”  on  the  new  season  schedule, 
declares  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  board  chair- 
man, upon  returning  from  a two-week 
visit  to  the  studios. 

With  seven  companies  shooting  at  pres- 
ent, Cow'din  says  the  company  is  well  into 
films  that  are  scheduled  for  release 
through  October.  The  studios  are  geared 
to  follow  this  “right  on  the  nose,”  so  far 
as  subsequent  productions  are  concerned, 
he  said. 

Cowdin  minimized  the  anticipated  strike 
as  a result  of  the  jurisdictional  war  be- 
tween the  AAAA  and  the  lATSE.  “Fun- 
damentally,” he  said,  “there  is  too  much 
sense  in  our  groups  to  let  a minor  situ- 
ation like  that  get  out  of  hand.  In  the 
end,  good  sense  will  reign.” 

He  said  Nate  Blumberg,  president,  is  ex- 
pected to  return  to  New  York  next  week. 
He  has  been  on  the  coast  for  almost  two 
months,  supervising  production  while  com- 
bining a pleasure  trip.  Charles  Prutzman, 
Universal  counsel,  is  remaining  at  the 
studios  for  an  extended  period  in  order 
to  correlate  east-west  legal  matters. 

Film  Series  by  Redwing 
On  24  Indian  Legends 

New  York — Production  is  to  get  under 
way  shortly  on  a series  of  24  Indian  le- 
gends, comprising  features  and  shorts,  un- 
der supervision  of  Chief  Robert  Redwing, 
director  and  producer  of  the  newly  formed 
Redwing  Motion  Picture  Co.  The  product 
will  be  for  educational  as  well  as  theatrical 
distribution. 

The  initial  effort,  “The  Saga  of  the 
Lenni-Lenape  Indians,”  will  have  a cast  of 
full-blooded  American  Indians  and  will  be 
produced  on  the  Hackensack  River  in  New 
Jersey. 


Helms  Staunton  Strand 

Staunton,  Va. — Edward  Purcell  III,  for- 
merly assistant  manager  of  the  Virginia 
Theatre  at  Harrisonburg,  has  assumed  his 
new  duties  as  manager  of  the  Strand  The- 
atre here. 


An  Editor  Visits  a Producer — 

Baburao  Patel,  president  of  the  Film  Journalist’s  Association  of  India  a7id 
editor  of  Filmindia,  who  now  is  in  America  studymg  productio7i,  visits  Alex- 
ander Korda  i7i  L07idO7i  and  there  is  the  subject  of  a reception.  Left  to  right, 
Korda.  Patel,  June  Duprez  and  Sabu  who  is  starring  in  “The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad.’’ 
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Buffalo  Polio  Spread 
Brings  Juvenile  Ban 

Buffalo — The  spread  of  infantile  paraly- 
sis here  has  resulted  in  orders  by  the 
board  of  health  to  all  theatres  to  refuse 
admission  of  children  less  than  14  years 
of  age,  whether  accompanied  by  adults 
or  not.  The  ban  will  continue  indefinite- 
ly, it  was  announced.  All  Saturday  mati- 
nees were  canceled. 

REVIEW 

FLASHES 

DAY  THE  BOOKIES  WEPT,  THE  (RKO)— This 
has  plenty  of  laughs  and  the  dialogue  is 
fast  and  snappy.  Joe  Penner  comes 
through  with  a fine  delivery,  ably  assisted 
by  a supporting  cast  including  Betty 
Grable,  Tom  Kennedy  and  Richard  Lane. 
Leslie  Goodwins  directed. 

EVERYTHING'S  ON  ICE  (RKO)— Gives  six- 
year-old  Irene  Dare  her  first  starring  op- 
portunity and  she  makes  the  most  of  it. 
Producer  Sol  Lesser  has  surrounded  her 
with  a better  than  average  production  and 
a number  of  scintillating  ice-skating  num- 
bers which  more  than  compensate  for  the 
run-of-the-mill  story.  Moppet  Irene  is  a 
phenomenon  on  the  ice,  doing  everything 
from  the  can-can  to  the  hula.  Erie  C.  Ken- 
ton directed. 

HEARTBEAT  (French  M.  P.  Corp.) — This 
French  production  is  a compelling  drama 
of  the  fundamental  course  of  life  among 
the  peasants  of  Provence.  Running  through 
the  production,  which  excellently  utilizes 
outdoor  locations,  is  a constant  air  of  real- 
ity. Orane  Demazis,  Fernandel,  Henri  Pou- 
pon.  Marcel  Pagnol  directed. 

PRISONER  OF  CORBAL  (Syndicate) — Rafael 
Sabatini's  novel  stacks  up  more  as  be- 
wilderment than  entertainment  as  Unity 
has  produced  it.  There  isn't  a designed 
drop  of  comedy  in  the  French  revolution 
yarn,  yet  there  is  more  than  a little  for 
laughs.  Nils  Asther,  Noah  Beery.  Directed 
by  Karl  Grune. 

RIDERS  OF  THE  FRONTIER  (Mono)— Stand- 
ard western  qualified  to  more  than  satisfy 
the  saddle-and-six-gun  fan  fraternity.  Tex 
Ritter  sings  songs,  slugs  and  socks  with 
impartial  promiscuity.  Edward  Finney  pro- 
duced. Spencer  Bennet  directed. 

WALL  STREET  COWBOY  (Rep)— The  recep- 
tion this  will  get  depends  on  how  avid  the 
western  fans  are.  If  they  like  hoofs,  saddles 
and  six-guns  in  all  directions  "Wall  Street 
Cowboy"  may  be  found  lacking.  The  film 
gets  off  to  a fairly  exciting  start,  but  slows 
down  when  the  locale  shifts  from  the 
prairie  country  to  New  York's  financial  dis- 
trict. Directed  by  Joseph  Kane. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


JN  CONJUNCTION  with  “Gloria  Jean 

Day”  at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair, 
special  screenings  of  Universal’s  “The  Un- 
der-Pup,” featuring  Gloria  Jean,  were  held 
at  Keith’s  Theatre,  Washington,  and  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  Richmond,  Va.,  on  Sun- 
day, August  27  . . . Tex  Ritter,  popular 
Monogram  western  star,  found  time  be- 
tween his  public  appearances  at  the  local 
Atlas  Theatre,  and  Neighborhood  Theatre 
in  Arlington,  Va.,  to  visit  the  local  ex- 
change and  autograph  stills  for  his  many 
admirers. 

Filmrow  was  saddened  with  the  news  of 
the  sudden  death  of  Jesse  Skinner,  who 
operated  houses  in  Victoria  and  Kenbridge, 
Va.  . . . Herb  Moody  of  Wytheville,  Va.,  is 
vacationing  with  his  family  at  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.  . . . Miss  "Rusty”  Duncan,  Warner 
theatres,  has  returned  from  her  sojourn  at 
Ocean  City  sporting  a much  envied  tan. 
It  served  as  an  inspiration  to  Dorothy 
Reynolds,  who  has  journeyed  to  the  same 
spot  to  acquire  one  . . . Tom  Rayfield, 
Clark  Film  manager,  was  tendered  a sur- 
prise birthday  party  last  week,  with  the 
Moyiogram  staff  and  his  associates  in  at- 
tendance. 

Bill  Kraemer,  who  was  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  20th-Fox  and  Universal,  has 
been  appointed  booker  for  the  Schine  cir- 
cuit in  the  Maryland  area.  He  plans  to 
take  offices  near  Filmrow,  with  Lorraine 
Middlekauf  as  his  secretary,  she  having  re- 
signed from  the  Theatre  Merchant  Service 
Co.  . . . George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram  sales- 
manager,  paid  a short  visit  to  Branch  Man- 
ager Harry  Bachman  . . . Sidney  Lust  has 
announced  plans  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Boro  Theatre  to  the  “Bethesda”  for  the 
purpose  of  publicizing  the  community  in 
which  same  is  located  . . . Frances  Mc- 
Cormack, Warner  theatres,  has  returned 
to  her  duties  following  a brief  illness. 
Mrs.  Alice  Anderson  of  the  same  office 
has  purchased  a new  home  in  Virginia  . . . 
Pete  Richardson,  manager  of  the  Diamond 
Theatre,  Selbyville,  Del.,  was  presented 
with  an  8 1/2 -Pound  baby  girl  recently  . . . 
John  Fox,  Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  is  quite 
proud  of  having  caught  the  largest  fish 
in  his  community  . . . Helen  Ulman,  Salis- 
bury, Md.,  is  making  preparations  for  a 
boat  trip  to  Florida. 

Ben  J Udell  of  Producers  Distributing 
Corp.  has  designated  the  franchise  for  the 
Washington  territory  to  George  Gill,  man- 
ager of  Trio-Preferred  Pictures  . . . Sid- 
ney Goldberg,  formerly  associated  with 
Grand  National  and  the  Theatre  Merchant 
Service,  has  been  appointed  salesman  to 

Four  Brandt  Houses  to 
Revert  to  Vaudeville 

New  York — Four  theatres  in  the  Brandt 
circuit  will  revert  to  vaudeville  policies  this 
month,  the  first  being  the  Flatbush, 
Brooklyn,  which  opens  September  14  with 
the  same  name  band  and  acts  idea  as  last 
year.  'The  Audubon,  upper  Manhattan  and 
Windsor,  Bronx,  adopt  the  policy,  Sep- 
tember 21  and  a week  later  the  Carlton, 
Jamaica,  changes  to  a vaude-film  policy. 


replace  H.  Jasper  . . . Columbia’s  Joe 
Walsh  is  sporting  a new  car  . . . Paul  Wall, 
Metro  contact  department,  has  returned 
to  his  desk  after  having  served  as  spe- 
cial representative  in  the  field  . . . Mrs. 
Freida  Cohen  has  joined  the  Metro  staff 
in  the  capacity  of  contract  clerk  . . . Ger- 
trude Kaler,  Metro,  is  spending  her  vaca- 
tion m Maine,  with  plans  for  a stopover 
at  the  World’s  Fair  . . . Seen  along  the 
Row:  Spud  Querry,  Marion;  George  Loef- 
fert.  South  Norfolk;  J.  H.  Webster,  Cra- 
dock;  B.  H.  Mears,  Belle  Haveii;  Bobby 
Levine  and  father  from  Portsmouth  . . . 
Columbia’s  Ethel  Finney  is  vacationing. 

Robert  Smeltzer,  Warner  district  mana- 
ger, and  Fi-ed  Beiersdorf,  Warner  branch 
manager,  are  en  route  to  New  York  for  a 
home  office  conference  . . . Elmer  Mc- 
Kinley, UA  office  manager,  has  chosen 
New  York  for  his  vacation  . . . UA’s 
Marcie  Plant  and  Eleanor  Harper  have  re- 
turned to  the  fold  . . . Metro’s  Sarah 
Brown  is  recuperating  from  an  operation 
at  Emergency  Hospital  . . . Mary  Horner, 
Warner  theatres,  is  heading  to  Colonial 
Beach  for  the  weekend,  while  her  co- 
worker, Mrs.  Norma  Newman,  will  journey 
to  Ocean  City  . . . Paramount’s  Bertha 
Boyd  is  suntanning  at  Bar  Harbor,  Me.  . . . 
Helen  Schultz,  Paramount,  will  trek  to 
Chicago  for  her  vacation  . . . Edgar  Moss, 
20th-Pox  district  manager,  is  expected  at 
the  local  exchange  this  week  . . . Dorothy 
Norman,  Grand  National,  has  tendered  her 
resignation  and  will  enroll  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa  in  the  near  future,  having 
been  awarded  a scholarship  in  national 
competition  . . . Metro’s  Esther  Blendman 
has  been  promoted  from  the  contract  de- 
partment to  the  accounting  division  . . . 
Frank  Boucher,  former  Baltimore  exhibi- 
tor, has  been  appointed  division  manager 
for  the  Schine  circuit  in  the  eastern  New 
York,  Delaware  and  Maryland  areas. 

Thomas  W.  McGuire,  Warner  theatres, 
will  be  married  on  Labor  Day  to  Mary 
Jane  Moran  . . . W.  Kiesling,  booker  for 
the  Dock  Newbold  Corp.,  is  recuperating 
from  an  attack  of  intestinal  flu  . . . 
Ground  has  been  broken  for  a new  house 
that  is  being  erected  by  F.  Thompson  in 
North  Tazewell,  Va.  . . . Bill  Snidoiv,  Pal- 
ace, Christianburg , and,  incidentally,  the 
mayor  of  the  community,  is  recovering 
from  a serious  attack  of  lumbago  . . . 
Danny  Weinberg,  Bedford,  Va.,  is  quite 
elated  over  the  success  of  his  bowling  alley 
enterprise  in  Lexington,  Va.  . . . It  is  ru- 
mored that  a new  house  is  to  be  built  in 
Martuisville,  Va. 

Bula  in  Asthabula,  Ohio, 
Taken  by  Feiber  6f  Shea 

New  York — Feiber  & Shea  on  Saturday 
took  possession  of  the  Bula,  Asthabula, 
Ohio.  On  the  same  day  the  State,  in  the 
same  city,  was  reopened  after  a summer 
shutdown.  The  Crown,  Manchester,  N.  H., 
reopened  Sunday  after  being  dark  for  the 
summer  and  the  Strand,  same  city,  is  now 
on  a full  week  schedule  after  being  oper- 
ated two  days  a week  since  July. 


BOXOFFICE  ; : September  2,  1939  E 


34-A 


BROADWAY 


(Continued  from  page  33) 
hopes  to  open  his  own  restaurant  in  the 
50’s  shortly. 

“Highbinders”  is  what  M.  A.  Lightman 
calls  distributors,  as  he  exits  from  the 
Astor  Hunting  Room  with  Tom  Connors 
and  Charles  Kessnich.  But  the  M-G-M 
boys  have  a quick  retort,  saying  “We’re 
the  exception.  M-G-M  is  the  friendly 
company,”  which  leads  Lightman  to  add, 
“Oh,  yeah.  I couldn’t  make  a deal  with 
them  at  home  so  I had  to  come  all  the 
way  to  New  York  to  talk  it  over”  . . . Ar- 
thur Lucas,  Paramount  partner  in  At- 
lanta, has  been  in  town  with  Senator 
George  . . . Joe  Unger  spent  last  weekend 
at  Sam  Pinanski’s  home  in  New  England. 
Commenting  on  his  visit  to  Boston,  Unger 
says,  “ ‘The  Star  Maker’  is  doing  a helluva 
business.  I got  there,  meaning  Boston, 
just  in  time  to  witness  it,  too”  , , . Harry 
and  Billy  Brandt  in  a huddle  with  Max 
Cohen  on  the  product  situation  on  42nd 
Street  . , . Ted  Fio  Rito  will  do  a short  for 
Paramount,  according  to  Lou  Diamond 
. . . Herb  Berg  says  Roy  Benjamin,  archi- 
tect for  the  Sparks  circuit  in  Jacksonville; 
Ethel  Neelley,  secretary  to  M.  S.  Hill,  divi- 
sion manager  for  North  Carolina  Thea- 
tres in  Greensboro;  Eugene  J.  Gilbert, 
Saenger  architect  in  New  Orleans;  Don- 
ald P.  Cole  and  his  son,  Donald  jr.,  were 
visitors  to  the  Paramount  World’s  Fair 
lounge  during  the  week. 

The  Harry  Brandts  celebrated  their  15th 
wedding  anniversary  at  Saratoga  and  one 
of  the  things  they  did  was  to  treat  all  of 
the  children  at  the  Hawley  Home  to  ice 
cream  . . . Harry  Goldstone  has  joined 
Times  Pictures  of  which  Moe  Kerman  is 
vice-president  . . . William  Holden,  Colum- 
bia’s “Golden  Boy,”  is  certainly  being 
feted  royally  while  in  the  east  on  his  first 
trip  . . . Zeb  Epstein  is  all  agog  over  the 
holding  over  of  “The  Old  Maid”  for  a 
fourth  week  at  the  Strand  with  Ozzie  Nel- 
son and  Harriet  Hilliard  spotlighting  the 
stage  show  . . . Milt  Kusell  spent  the 
Labor  Day  weekend  at  his  farm  in  the 
Connecticut  Berkshires.  He  says  he  likes 
the  chores  of  a farmer  which  takes  his 
mind  off  the  film  busmess.  Incidentally, 
he’s  in  the  egg  business,  the  same  as  Dave 
Blum,  who  has  moved  back  to  the  city 
from  his  Naughright,  N.  J.  farm. 

John  W.  Hicks,  now  en  route  to  the 
coast  from  Australia,  is  not  due  back  in 
New  York  before  September  8 . . . Eddie 
O’Connor,  M-G-M’s  manager  in  Cuba,  has 
returned  to  Havana  after  an  extended 
vacation  here  . , . Susan  Hayward  was  in 
Des  Moines  participating  in  the  selection 
of  the  most  beautiful  redhead  at  the  Iowa 
State  Fair  . . . Sam  E.  Morris  delayed  his 
departure  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  so  that  he 
could  attend  the  opening  of  “Juarez”  at 
the  Sao  Luis,  Thursday  . . . Norman  H. 
Moray  made  a brief  trip  to  Philadelphia 
during  the  week.  He  was  back  at  his  desk 
Friday,  full  of  vim  and  vigor  as  usual. 

Stanton  Griffis  is  not  due  back  from 
abroad  until  early  in  October  . . . Benn 
Jacobson,  one  of  the  eastern  talent  scouts 
for  M-G-M,  took  his  mother  to  the  Capitol 
the  other  afternoon  to  see  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland  in  person,  which  is 


something  for  a talent  scout  . . . Leo  Mc- 
Carthy, former  Fox  Midwest  chief  booker 
and  now  independent  producer,  is  still 
around  town.  He  plans  to  head  for  Holly- 
wood soon  . . . Louis  Phillips  has  been 
more  or  less  of  a commuter  between  here 
and  Chicago  the  last  few  weeks  . . . Errol 
Flyim’s  father.  Professor  T.  T.  Flynn,  is 
here  from  Belfast,  Ireland,  visiting  the 
Warjier  player  . . . Bill  Rodgers’  majiy 
luncheon  friends  missed  him  at  the  Astor 
while  the  M-G-M  sales  manager  was  in 
Chicago  and  on  the  coast  . . . E.  M.  Saun- 
ders knows  as  much  about  flying  and 
planes  as  he  does  about  M-G-M  pictures, 
the  reason  being  Budd,  his  son,  is  doing  a 
swell  job  handling  theatrical  and  radio 
accounts  for  American  Airlines  hereabouts 
. . . Laurence  Bolognino  is  planning  to 
opeji  several  of  Consolidated’s  closed  thea- 
tres right  after  Labor  Day. 

Guy  P.  Morgan,  UA  manager  for  the 
Argentine,  by  this  time  is  well  on  his  way 
to  Buenos  Aires.  He  sailed  on  the  Uruguay, 
August  25,  after  an  extended  visit  here. 
With  him  went  Clemente  Lococo,  one  of 
the  leading  exhibitors  in  Buenos  Aires  and 
a producer  of  Spanish-language  films 
there  . . . Dame  May  Whitty  is  in  Holly- 
wood for  a role  in  “Raffles.”  She  flew 
west  . . . Grad  Sears  has  been  a busy  fel- 
low, answering  the  telephone  calls  that 
piled  up  after  he  announced  Warner’s  12- 
point  sales  program,  drawn  largely  and 
generously  from  the  code  that  once  was 
. . . Carl  Leserman,  his  assistant,  hasn’t 
done  much  film  peddling  out  of  town  thus 
far  and  is  sort  of  hankering  for  the  time 
when  he  can  get  into  the  territory  again 
. . . Bill  Jaffe  is  back  from  a stay  at  Sara- 
toga. 

Lou  Jaffe.  William  F.  Whitman  of  the 


■ — Photo  by  Cofimo-Sileo 

A Domestic  Scene — 

George  Ballachine,  dance  director 
whose  ballets  are  different,  greets  his 
wife,  Zorina,  on  her  arrival  in  New 
York  from  Hollywood  where  she 
starred  in  “On  Your  Toes”  for  Warner. 


War  Is  No  Scare — 

Maureen  O’Sullivan,  reassured  by 
M-G-M  which  seems  to  know  through 
some  process  Europe’s  diplomats  are 
not  aware  of  that  peace  will  prevail 
on  the  other  side,  goes  to  London  for 
the  lead  opposite  Robert  Montgomery 
in  “Busman’s  Honeymoon.”  As  she  ar- 
rived from  Hollywood,  she  and  her 
baggage  looked  like  the  above.  Miss 
O’Sullivan,  in  dark  attire,  is  flanked  by 
her  sister,  Sheila. 


RKO  legal  department  and  Al  Davidson  of 
the  treasurer’s  office,  are  vacationing,  the 
latter  touring  Canada  . . . Baburao  Patel, 
regarded  as  an  authority  on  the  industry 
in  India,  arrived  on  the  Normandie  en 
route  to  the  coast  where  he  will  spend  sev- 
eral weeks  at  the  various  studios.  He  will 
remain  in  New  York,  however,  until  Sep- 
tember 12,  during  which  he  is  taking  in  all 
the  sights  at  the  World’s  Fair  . . . Jessie 
De  Angelis,  widow  of  the  late  Phil  De  An- 
gelis,  is  continuing  business  of  the  outdoor 
advertising  firm  with  Edward  De  Angelis 
and  Anthony  Zito  as  associates  . . . Al 
Rosen,  manager  of  the  State,  is  resting  at 
his  home  for  another  week  prior  to  a sinus 
operation  . . . The  Loew  publicity  depart- 
ment has  been  having  several  out-of-town 
critics  visiting  Oscar  A.  Doob  and  some  of 
the  other  boys.  Among  the  guests  have  been 
Jack  Moffitt  of  the  Kansas  City  Star; 
Boyd  Martin  of  the  Louisville  Courier- 
Journal;  Dudley  Glass  of  the  Atlanta 
Georgian;  Lloyd  Lewis  of  the  Chicago 
News;  George  Foxhall  of  the  Worcester 
Telegram,  and  Paul  Walker  of  the  Harris- 
burg Telegraph. 

Jack  D.  Trop  has  gone  to  the  coast 
and  expects  to  be  back  in  a few 
weeks  to  line  up  his  new  production  ven- 
ture, possibly  with  Paramount  . . . Lester 
Cowan  is  back  on  the  coast  again  after  a 
trip  here  . . . Bob  O’Donnell  has  returned 
to  his  headquarters  in  Dallas  after  a two- 
week  visit  in  these  parts  . . . The  wife  of 
Harold  Zeltner,  Loew  assistant  manager, 
is  ill.  Recently,  according  to  district  man- 
ager, D.  F.  Barreca,  a call  was  sent  out  for 
a blood  donation.  Another  assistant  man- 
ager, hearing  of  it  on  his  day  off,  rushed 
to  the  scene  and  contributed  the  necessary 
transfusion  . . . George  Scharf  of  Loew’s 
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publicity  department  is  taking  his  law  ser- 
iously. He  recently  passed  his  bar  exams 
and  is  now  studying  up  on  actual  cases  . . . 
George  J.  Schaefer  and  Barret  McCormick 
are  both  back  on  the  local  scene  after  a 
few  weeks  at  the  RKO  studios. 

Wallace  Beery  has  been  in  town  on  a 
quick  vacation  . . . Joy  Hodges  was  mar- 
ried to  Gilbert  H.  Doorly,  Omaha  news- 
paper publisher,  over  the  weekend  . . . 
Victor  Orsatti,  coast  agent,  is  back  in 
Hollywood  after  a looksee  around  the  big 
town  and  Saratoga  . . . Dave  Loew  delayed 
his  departure  for  the  coast  until  Friday, 
all  because  the  missus  wanted  to  stay  on 
a couple  of  more  days  . . . Bob  Weitman 
says  “The  Star  Maker”  garnered  $10,000, 
approximately,  on  the  opening  day  at  the 
Paramount  . . . William  F.  Rodgers  is  back 
from  California  . . . George  A.  Smith, 
western  district  manager  for  Paramount, 
has  been  visiting  the  home  office. 

Schines'  Attorney  Coniers 
On  Move  for  Particulars 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Willard  S.  McKay, 
attorney  for  the  Schine  circuit  with  head- 
quarters in  New  York,  arrived  here  Thurs- 
day and  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  week- 
end in  consultation  with  J.  Myer  and  Louis 
W.  Schine  and  other  executives  in  connec- 
tion with  drawing  up  a motion  for  a bill  of 
particulars  in  the  government  suit.  Al- 
though the  department  of  justice  filed  pap- 
ers in  the  Buffalo  federal  court,  August  8, 
answers  are  not  due  from  the  Schine  cir- 
cuit until  Labor  Day  week. 

Past  Presidents'  Day  by 
Ampa  on  September  28 

New  York — Ampa  resumes  September 
28  with  the  first  program  of  the  season 
to  be  Past  Presidents’  Day.  All  past  presi- 
dents will  be  rounded  up  for  the  event,  ac- 
cording to  Paul  Lazarus  jr.,  for  the  open- 
ing gun.  “We  have  a lot  of  new  ideas  and 
new  people  coming  in.” 

Meanwhile,  Lazarus  left  over  the  week- 
end for  a two-week  vacation  at  Cold 
Spring,  N.  Y. 

Boss  Federal  Executives 
Parley  on  Winter  Plans 

New  York — An  outline  of  fall  and  win- 
ter plans  and  policies  were  discussed  dur- 
ing the  week  at  a series  of  meetings  here 
between  district  managers  and  home  of- 
fice executives  of  Ross  Federal  Research 
Corp.  Harry  A.  Ross,  president,  presided. 

District  managers  who  attended  were 
Harold  Lund,  eastern  division;  Walter  An- 
derson, south;  Ruel  Williams,  west  coast, 
and  J.  A.  Kraker,  mid-Atlantic  district. 


Variety  Jubilee  Dinner 
Set  in  Atlantic  City 

Atlantic  City — The  annual  Variety  Club 
Jubilee  dinner  is  slated  for  Tuesday  at  the 
Traymore  when  “Miss  America”  for  1939 
will  be  chosen.  P.  Mortimer  Lewis  and 
Frank  P.  Gravatt  are  jointly  serving  as 
Kings-for-a-Day,  representing  the  Phila- 
delphia Variety  tent. 


lyjRS.  RUTH  C.  HUSTLER,  wife  of  Herb 

■"■h.  Hustler,  head  of  Tioga  and  Great 
Northern  theatres,  died  last  Saturday  night 

. . Leo  I.  S.  Conway,  pioneer  Philly 
theatre  ticket  broker,  died  Monday  in  Fitz- 
gerald-Mercy  Hospital.  Funeral  was  Thurs- 
day. He  was  53  years  of  age  . . . George 
E.  Schwartz,  U head,  played  host  at  Up- 
town Theatre  Monday  morning  to  all  ex- 
hibitors interested  in  seeing  screening  of 
“The  Under-Pup”  . . . Charles  Kahn,  local 
realtor,  takes  Erlen  and  Renel  theatres 
from  Erny  and  Nolan  for  $485,000.  Kahn 
is  said  to  be  making  the  deal  for  Stanley- 
Warner  to  operate  the  houses  at  $45,000 
annual  rental,  with  Luke  Gring,  present 
manager,  being  retained  on  contract  . . . 
Cedar  passes  from  the  Lessy  interests  to 
Sam  Shapiro,  Charles  Segall  and  Lewen 
Pizor. 

William  Holden,  star  of  Columbia’s 
“Golden  Boy,”  visited  the  Street  Monday 
. . . Holme  Theatre,  now  under  lease  to 
S-tV,  has  been  sold  to  Melvin  J.  Fox, 
Marion  Fox,  Lewis  Sablosky  and  Sadie  Sa- 
blosky.  Premises  are  at  8045-51  Frankford 
Ave.  and  include  1,800-seat  theatre  as  well 
as  stores  and  offices  . . . Fay’s,  vaude- 
filmer,  is  scheduled  to  open  September  14 
. . . Senate,  formerly  Susquehanna,  opens 
Labor  Day  under  Charles  Stiefel  man- 
agement . . . Sam  Rosen,  Monogram 
exchange  head,  announces  sales-drive  Sep- 
tember 2 to  October  28  with  bonuses  for 
salesmen  turning  in  most  dates  . . . Dave 
Barrist  insists  he  is  still  the  street’s  most 
eligible  bachelor,  despite  whatever  every- 
one is  saying  . . . George  Fishman  is 
handling  exploitation  on  the  Variety  Club 
Miss  Philadelphia- Atlantic  City  contest. 

Tex  Ritter  plays  Lebanon  in  person  this 
weekend  . . . Warner’s  Germantown,  whose 
roof  fell  in,  fortunately  while  no  one  was 


Paramount  Gets  Visitors — 

William  Hissner,  operator  of  the 
Academy,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  comes  to 
Gotham  and  there  visits  Paramount’s 
World’s  Fair  Lounge.  His  sons  are  with 
him. 


in  the  place,  has  been  remodeled  and  re- 
opened . . . Same  organization’s  Market 
Street  Palace  has  reopened  all  spruced  up 
with  three  stories  lopped  off  as  per  in- 
structions of  Building  Inspectors  . . . War- 
ner’s Capitol,  always  a repeat-run,  drop- 
in  house  on  Market  St.,  now  has  the  three- 
hour  big  show  policy,  but  no  double  fea- 
tures; Earle  is  back  to  vaude-film  for  the 
steenth  time.  And  the  Fox  is  back  to  films 
with  pit  orchestra  for  overtures  only  . . . 
Bill  Rovner  was  held  up  Monday  and  had 
his  car  taken  away  from  him.  Claims  he 
took  a poke  at  one  of  the  muggs.  The 
cops  found  his  car  later  the  same  day. 

Rube  Shapiro,  who  manages  the  Admiral 
for  his  Dad,  will  marry  a pretty  mite  of 
a Metroite  September  10  . . . Vine  Street’s 
popular  tobaccanist,  Norman  Beckett,  re- 
spectfully reminds  oldtimers  that  Tuesday 
was  the  seventh  anniversary  of  his  father, 
Samuel’s,  death  . . . Pete  Magazzu  took 
over  the  Palace,  Sheppton,  Pa.  . . . Kay 
Milner,  Uncle  Oscar  Neufeld’s  girl  Friday, 
on  vacation  . . . The  Exhibitor -Variety 
Golf  Tournament  will  be  held  at  Lulu 
Country  Club  September  29  . . . After  pass- 
ing up  many  fight  pictures  in  the  past, 
■S-IV  booked  the  Armstrong -Ambers  fight 
films  for  their  whole  circuit  . . . Thomas 
P.  Taylor  of  Thomas  Theatre,  Taylor,  Pa., 
made  one  of  his  most  mfrequent  visits 
to  the  Street  this  week  . . . After  severe 
siege  of  illness  at  Willow  Crest  Sanitarium, 
Dave  Greenberg,  manager  of  Variety  Club, 
and  wife  are  convalescing. 


Kemper  Managing  Head 
For  D-B  20th  Century 

Buffalo — Richard  Kemper  is  the  new 
managing  director  of  the  Dipson-Basil  20th 
Century,  first-run  downtown  house.  He 
is  from  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  where  he  was 
general  manager  for  Dipson’s  five  New 
Dominion  theatres — a sixth  was  added 
there  last  week. 

Plans  are  under  way  to  remodel  the 
recently  acquired  Hollywood  in  Lackawan- 
na, according  to  Nicholas  J.  Basil,  execu- 
tive vice-president  of  Dipson-Basil.  Around 
$12  000  will  be  spent  on  improvements. 

William  Dipson,  son  of  Nikitas,  and  sec- 
retary of  Dipson-Basil,  has  been  acting 
manager  of  the  Century  since  its  reopen- 
ing August  1. 

Constantine  J.  Basil,  president  of  Basil 
Enterprises,  is  sailing  September  8 for 
Athens,  Greece,  with  his  wife  and  two 
daughters  and  niece  Helen,  daughter  of 
N.  J.  The  three  girls  will  enter  the 
American  College  in  Athens. 


Libel  Charge  Denial  Is 
Made  by  Warner  Bros, 

New  York — ^Warner  Bros.  Pictures  have 
filed  a general  denial  and  a request  for  a 
trial  by  jury  in  the  federal  court  in  re- 
sponse to  the  $75,000  libel  action  against 
them  by  Katherine  Moog.  Miss  Moog 
claims  to  have  been  libeled  in  “Confes- 
sions of  a Nazi  Spy.” 
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J^AVE  ROSENBAUM,  operator  of  Capitol, 
Elizabethtown,  and  manager  of  Rex, 
Keesville,  was  on  Filmrow  for  the  first 
time  in  some  weeks.  His  wife  assists  in 
the  operation  of  Capitol  . . . Percy  Quig- 
ley of  the  Coxsackie,  Coxsackie,  was  also 
a visitor  . . . Ditto,  Lou  Bucken  of  Ame- 
nia;  Phil  Straus,  Pine  Plains;  George 
Thornton,  Saugerties  and  Tannersville;  F. 
W.  Dean  and  Charles  Beebe,  Colonial, 
Manchester  Depot,  Vt.;  Ollie  Mallory, 
Starr,  Corinth  i Mallory,  whose  hobby  is 
collecting  coins,  presented  some  old  pieces 
to  exchangemen ) ; Seth  Fields,  new  Schine 
booker  (here  for  two  days)  . . . Herman 
Ripps,  former  star  M-G-M  salesman  here 
and  now  working  the  New  Jersey  territory, 
made  his  final  weekend  visit  to  Albany 
to  supervise  moving  of  his  furniture  to 
New  York.  He  liked  Albany  and  regretted 
leaving. 

Christine  Korin,  stenographer  for  Will 
Gaddone,  M-G-M  hooker,  is  on  vacation 
in  New  York.  Like  many  other  Row  va- 
cationists, she  is  including  visits  to  the 
World’s  Fair  . . . Norman  Moray,  Vitaphone 
shorts  executive  in  New  York  office,  visit- 
ed local  Warner -Vitagraph  exchange.  He 
was  Adirondacking  . . . ’Twas  a radio,  not 
a traveling  bag  which  Filmboys  presented 
to  Bill  Kraemer  on  his  transfer  to  Wash- 
ington by  the  Schine  circuit.  A branch 
manager  gave  him  the  portmanteau  . . . 
Amos  Curry,  operator  of  houses  in  Nor- 
folk and  Norwood,  near  the  Canadian  bor- 
der, and  Mrs.  Curry  took  in  the  World’s 
Fair  . . . Al  Feltman,  former  operator  of 
Lincoln,  Schenectady , has  returned  from 
California  . . . Virginia  Sawyer  resigned 
as  secretary  in  the  Republic  office  to  ac- 
cept a position  in  Whitehall,  her  home 
town. 

Cecil  Patten,  State,  Adams,  owns  a yacht 
and  other  boats  rented  for  fishing  parties 
at  Henderson  Harbor  on  Lake  Ontario.  He 
usually  spends  the  day  at  the  Harbor,  re- 
turning to  Adams,  14  miles  away,  for  night 
shows  . . . Alice  Smith  and  Mrs.  Agnes 
Birkenhauer,  Warner  office,  were  among 
those  at  Saratoga  for  Saturday  racing  . . . 
Kay  Breen,  Metro  cashier,  returned  from 
vacation  . . . Eleanor  Paradies,  owner  of 
the  Hollywood  Exchange,  Buffalo,  was  in 
Albany  and  on  Filmrow  with  the  ex- 
change’s local  salesman,  Ben  Smith.  Re- 
ported she  dated  some  independent  pic- 
tures with  Schine  Booker  Seth  Fields  . . . 
Harry  La  Mont  has  taken  over  the  theatre 
hall  in  Athens,  Hudson  River  town.  Mitch- 
ell Conery  operated  it  last  season.  La 
Mont  runs  the  Vanderbilt  in  Greenville, 
Catskill  Mountain  summer  resort,  and 
lOOF  Hall  in  Berlin,  back  of  Ti'oy. 

Fred  Sliter,  riew  20th  Century-Fox  sales- 
man,  has  many  friends  among  exhibitors 
in  this  territory,  due  to  his  service  as  Al- 
bany branch  manager  of  an  old  time  com- 
pany. He  bossed  other  exchanges,  including 
Educational  in  Boston.  He  is  the  father 
of  Harold  Sliter,  one  of  the  ranking  Schine 
executives  in  Gloversville  . . . Beatrice 
Borell,  assistant  cashier  of  20th  Century- 
Fox,  was  guest  at  a shower  given  by  girls 
in  the  office.  She  will  be  married  Septem- 
ber 9. 


W.  Va,  Theatre  Managers 
Re-elect  Their  OHicers 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W,  Va. — All  of- 
ficers of  the  West  Virginia  Theatre  Man- 
agers Ass’n  were  re-elected  unanimously  at 
the  meeting  held  here  Thursday, 

A resolution  condemned  the  Neely  Bill 
and  asked  all  distributors  to  put  the  vari- 
ous desirable  trade  practice  provisions  in- 
cluded in  the  code  into  practice,  regardless 
of  the  status  of  the  code  itself. 

About  90  per  cent  of  the  membership  at- 
tended by  Ed  Kuykendall  representing 
the  national  organization. 


no  A Again  Buys  Space 
To  Hit  Stars  on  Air 

New  York — Blasting  away  again  at  stars 
appearing  on  the  radio,  the  ITOA,  through 
paid  space,  asks  that  film  names  keep  off 
the  air.  While  several  of  the  studios  have 
gone  on  record  against  stars’  appearances 
on  the  radio,  the  ITOA,  in  its  latest  blast, 
wants  to  make  sure  the  studios  will  defin- 
itely curtail  the  practice. 


QOMMISSIONER  STANTON  pulled  an- 
other of  his  neat  rulings  by  not  per- 
mitting the  screening  of  Universal’s  “Un- 
der-Pup” last  Sunday  morning  at  Keith’s 
Theatre  after  invitations  were  mailed.  Sev- 
eral days  later  a postcard  was  received  by 
exhibitors  stating  that  Commissioner  Stan- 
ton would  not  permit  the  screening,  but 
the  invitations  would  be  good  at  RKO 
Keith’s  in  the  nation’s  capitol  the  same 
time,  the  same  day  and  the  same  picture 
so  Baltimore  exhibitors  who  wanted  to  see 
the  screening  had  to  get  up  an  hour  earlier 
and  travel  40  miles  because  Commissioner 
Stanton  just  won’t  give  Baltimore  a break, 
the  last  of  his  rulings  as  all  Baltimore  re- 
members was  by  not  permitting  midnight 
shows  on  New  Year’s  eve. 

Howard  E.  J.  Harding,  chief  censor  in- 
spector, weekending  on  the  eastern  shore 
. . . Margaret  Ziegler,  eashier  at  the  Broad- 
way, celebrated  her  birthday  last  week.  It 
also  marked  her  Ibth  year  as  eashier  at 
Rome  theatres  . . . Barry  Goldman,  ace 
manager  at  the  Regent,  had  a real  tieup 
in  his  lobby  during  the  showing  of  “Man 
About  Town’’  by  hiring  three  girls  in  the 
lobby  to  give  every  patron  a free  drink 
of  beverage.  Barry  says  that  over  600  cases 
were  distributed. 

Metro’s  chief  checker,  Morris  Zell,  and 
Molly  Gallun  both  said  “I  do”  and  are  now 
honeymooning  at  Virginia  Beach  . . . Roy 
Miller  of  the  Grand  is  the  latest  Baltimore 
theatre  manager  to  be  a papa.  It’s  a boy 
. . . Lillian  Zell  of  Preston  is  vacationing 
at  Hampton  Roads,  Va.  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bill  Hicks,  Hampden,  have  just  returned 
from  a short  visit  to  Atlantic  City  with  a 
snake  story  . . . Lou  “Fixer  Dugan”  Cohen, 
Essex,  is  shopping  for  fenders  that  don’t 
dent  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Silver,  Over- 
lea,  moved  into  their  new  home  . . . Buddy 
Silverberg,  Park,  went  fishing  at  Tolches- 
ter  for  three  days  and  fished  28  hours  and 
caught  only  one  eel. 


QARRINGTON  WADDELL,  manager  of 
the  Halifax  and  Princess  in  South  Bos- 
ton, came  up  from  Virginia  Beach  for  home 
office  conferences.  Carrington  took  his 
family  to  the  beach  for  the  month  of 
August  . . . George  Hester,  doorman  at  the 
State,  filled  in  at  the  Venus  while  the 
State  was  closed  for  alterations  . . . Bob 
Coulter,  manager  of  the  Byrd,  is  planning 
on  taking  the  missus  up  to  the  Fair  in 
October  . . . Edith  Lindeman,  film  editor 
of  the  Times-Dispatch,  has  returned  with 
her  family  from  visiting  the  World’s  Fair. 

Albert  Naylor-Foote,  former  member  of 
the  service  staff  of  the  National,  is  taking 
a six  weeks’  training  course  at  Fort  Meade, 
Md.  He  will  return  a full-fledged  second- 
lieutenant  . . . Al  Nowitsky,  manager  of 
the  National,  is  going  to  plane  up  to  Cleve- 
land for  the  Air  Races  . . . Muriel  Steven- 
son, secretary  to  A.  Fraiik  O’Brien,  city 
manager  for  Wilmer  & Vincent,  just  spent 
one  of  her  two  weeks’  vacation  at  Virginia 
Beach  and  expects  to  go  up  to  New  York 
for  the  second  week  . . . Elbert  Grover, 
RKO  salesman,  was  in  town  on  his  way 
doivn  the  Valley. 

The  State  and  National  both  reopened 
August  31  after  being  closed  for  two  and  a 
half  weeks  undergoing  extensive  altera- 
tions under  the  direction  of  A.  O.  Budina 
and  Herman  Nowitsky  . . . Dorothy  Shew- 
bridge.  Neighborhood  Theatres  home  office 
staff,  has  returned  from  his  vacation  at 
Virginia  Beach  . . . The  following  corpora- 
tions having  failed  to  pay  their  annual 
registration  fee  and  franchise  taxes,  have 
had  their  charters  revoked  by  the  State 
Corporation  Commission:  Brink  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  Virginia  Beach;  Cumberland 
Theatres,  Inc.,  Appalachia;  South  Wash- 
ington Amusement  Corp.,  South  Washing- 
ton, and  National  Capital  Amusement 
Corp.,  Delaware  Corp. 

George  Crozier,  projectionist  at  Loew’s, 
has  returned  from  vacationing  in  North 
Carolina  and  moved  into  his  new  home 
on  Grove  Avenus  Crest  . . . Leah  Eisner, 
cashier  of  the  State,  was  secretly  married 
to  Rucker  Brewster  in  South  Mill,  North 
Carolina  . . . Mrs.  Addie  Boyd,  cashier  at 
the  Colonial,  has  returned  from  vacation- 
ing at  Buckroe  Beach  . . . Frank  Storino, 
manager  of  the  Lincoln  Theatre,  will  marry 
Miss  Mary  Gambarella  of  Norfolk,  Octo- 
ber 21  . . . Universal  gave  a screening  of 
“The  Under-Pup’’  at  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
inviting  exhibitors  from  all  over  the  state 
. . . Gordon  Culley,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Venus  and  Ponton,  has  returned  with 
his  wife  from  the  World’s  Fair  . . . The 
local  Lichtman  Theatres  sent  the  winner 
of  a lucky  number  contest  to  the  World’s 
Fair  all-expenses  paid. 

Charlie  Abercrombie,  manager  of  sev- 
eral theatres  in  Danville,  has  announced 
his  company  will  build  another  theatre 
there  to  be  ready  by  the  first  of  the 
year  and  to  cost  between  $20,000  and  $30,- 
000  . . . “Tex”  Ritter,  cowboy  star,  made 
a personal  appearance  at  the  Venus  The- 
atre . . . Allen  Sparrow,  manager  of  Loew’s, 
gave  a special  showing  of  the  Virginia 
Lions’  Club  film  at  his  theatre. 
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"War"  Say  Actors  as 
Guilds  Huddle 

Actors  declare  "It  Is  War"  as  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  American  Guild 
of  Variety  Artists  and  other  affiliates  of 
the  American  Association  of  Actors  and 
Artistes  launched  a non-stop  series  of 
meetings  to  explain  to  members  the 
crisis  developed  in  the  AAAA  jurisdic- 
tional battle  with  the  International  Al- 
liance of  Theatrical  Stagehands.  The 
meetings  were  scheduled  to  continue 
until  Sunday,  to  be  climaxed  by  an 
emergency  mass  meeting  to  take  a 
strike  vote. 

Sludio-Labor  Parley 
Deferment  Tenses 

Postponement  of  the  studio-labor  basic 
agreement  parleys  shortly  after  they  got 
underway  in  New  York  and  the  announce- 
ment that  they  will  not  be  reopened  until 
December  5 has  caused  the  local  Hays  of- 
fice to  begin  preparing  for  another  attack 
of  the  studio  labor  headaches  which  have 
afflicted  it  in  recent  months. 

Hopeful  of  a respite  when  Pat  Casey, 
labor  contact,  headed  east  to  sit  in  on  the 
huddles,  spokesmen  here  declared  the  or- 
ganization is  gearing  for  another  land- 
slide of  labor  complaints.  A regular  asso- 
ciation meeting  was  held  to  discuss  the 
general  situation,  with  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
presiding. 

Local  officials  were  unable  to  throw  any 
light  on  whether  the  conference  held  be- 
tween President  Roosevelt  and  Will  Hays, 
MPPDA  president,  in  Washington,  per- 
tained to  the  industry’s  labor  troubles  or 
to  the  Federal  investigation  of  union,  in- 
dustry and  personal  activities  on  the  coast, 
launched  recently  with  the  arrival  of 
Charles  H.  Carr,  assistant  to  Attorney- 
General  Frank  Murphy. 

Ca,sey  informed  Hays  attaches  here  that 
the  parleys  in  New  York  were  delayed 
pending  the  outcome  of  the  AAAA-IATSE 
quarrel  and  of  the  lATSE-United  Studio 
Technicians  Guild  election,  involving  12,- 
000  studio  workers,  now  scheduled  to  be 
held  September  21. 


Leipold  to  “Flying  Deuces" 
Paramount  has  loaned  John  Leipold  to 
Boris  Morros  to  score  the  latter’s  “Flying 
Deuces,”  Laurel-Hardy  comedy,  which 
RKO  Radio  will  release. 


■Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 

Spectre  of  Mass  Strike  Rises 
As  IA-4A  Negotiations  Fail 


Darkening  storm  clouds  which  may 
foreshadow  one  of  the  most  drastic  strikes 
ever  to  confront  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try have  gathered  in  ever-thickening  clus- 
ters over  Hollywood  following  the  com- 
plete failure  of  efforts  in  New  York  to 
successfully  negotiate  a peaceable  solution 
to  the  jurisdictional  dispute  involving  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of  America, 
the  International  Alliance  of  Theatrical 
Stage  Employes,  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
and  the  American  Federation  of  Actors. 

Thus  the  tentative  peace  plan,  mapped 
out  here  by  SAG  and  lATSE  representa- 
tives and  delivered  to  lA  leaders  in  New 
York  by  a special  SAG  delegation  com- 
prising President  Ralph  Morgan,  Kenneth 
Thomson  and  Laurence  Beilenson,  has  been 
scrapped.  The  proposal,  under  which  the 
lA  would  withdraw  its  claims  to  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  AFA  and  an  election  would 
be  held  by  performers  in  the  variety  field 
to  determine  their  bargaining  agent,  was 
rejected  by  George  Browne,  president  of 
the  lA,  with  the  threat  to  “reduce  the 
actors  to  a vassal  state.” 

Actors  Accept  "Issue" 

This  brought  forth  a reply  from  the 
SAG  declaring  “to  this  the  actors  will 
never  submit  . . . We  accept  the  issue.” 
This  was  taken  to  indicate  that  the  next 
development  will,  in  all  probability,  eman- 
ate locally  with  the  return  of  Morgan, 
Thomson  and  Beilenson  and  the  schedul- 
ing of  an  emergency  SAG  board  meeting. 

Browne’s  adamant  refusal  to  consider 
peace  negotiations  had  been  crystallized 
earlier  with  the  receipt  by  lA  representa- 
tives here  of  a telegram  from  the  inter- 
national leader  directing  that  “every  as- 
sistance” be  rendered  to  persons  perform- 
ing work  under  the  AFA  banner. 

While  the  threat  of  war  in  the  lATSE- 
AAAA  trenches  was  growing  stronger, 
however,  studio  jurisdictional  dispute  ap- 
peared on  the  way  toward  being  settled 
with  the  receipt  of  word  from  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  that  the  national  labor  rela- 
tions board  there  has  set  September  21  as 
the  date  of  a bargaining  election  to  be 
participated  in  by  the  lATSE  and  the 
United  Studio  Technicians  Guild.  Control 
of  12,000  studio  employes  is  involved.  Bal- 
loting will  be  conducted  at  Columbia, 
Metro,  Paramount,  RKO  Radio,  Walter 
Wanger,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Hal  Roach, 


20th  Century-Fox,  Universal  and  Warner. 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  representing  the  Pro- 
ducers Ass’n,  issued  a statement  promis- 
ing “every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  pro- 
ducers to  facilitate  a fair  and  equitable 
election”  and  asserting  that  “it  is  the  hope 
of  the  producers  that  the  election  will 
lead  to  a solution  of  the  present  dispute 
regarding  rights  of  representation  between 
the  contending  groups.” 

Wind  Up  SWG  Hearing 

With  producer  attorneys  entering  gen- 
eral denials  to  the  charges  that  they  were 
guilty  of  unfair  labor  practices,  the  NLRB 
hearing  on  the  Screen  Writers  Guild’s 
complaint  was  wound  up  and  attorneys 
were  given  two  weeks  in  which  to  file  writ- 
ten briefs.  Alexander  Wilson  jr.,  who  con- 
ducted the  hearing  for  the  NLRB,  indicat- 
ed a decision  would  be  reached  by  Novem- 
ber 1,  the  case  now  having  been  turned 
over  to  NLRB  headquarters  in  Washington. 
The  SWG  endeavored  to  establish  that  the 
Screen  Playwrights  contact  had  been  held 
over  the  Guild  as  a threat  during  bar- 
gaining negotiations,  which  broke  off  last 
May. 

Threatened  strike  of  studio  publicists 
was  averted  when  the  producers  agreed  to 
the  major  demands  of  the  Screen  Pub- 
licists Guild.  A draft  of  the  final  con- 
tract, calling  for  a $100  weekly  minimum 
for  seniors  and  a modified  Guild  shop,  is 
in  the  producers’  hands.  Producers  have 
also  agreed  to  award  severance  pay  where 
sufficient  cause  for  dismissal  has  not  been 
established.  A comimttee  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  SPG  to  confer  with  indi- 
vidual publicity  heads  of  the  studios  to 
establish  a definite  classification  for  sen- 
ior and  junior  workers. 

Other  less  significant  labor  develop- 
ments ; 

Producers  and  the  Screen  Readers  Guild 
have  agreed  on  a wage  scale  for  outside 
readers,  leaving  few  details  to  be  com- 
pleted before  a contract  is  signed.  M-G-M 
Office  Employes  Guild  has  adopted  a new 
constitution  and  set  of  by-laws,  revising 
the  method  of  issuing  a strike  call.  Mel- 
vyn  Douglas  was  honored  guest  at  the  ses- 
sion. 

A proposed  new  constitution  for  Local 
‘17,  American  Federation  of  Musicians,  was 
defeated  at  a general  membership  ses- 
sion. 
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Plans  Perfecled  for 
Industry's  Banquet 

Signaling  the  start  of  an  active  au- 
tumn season  for  Hollywood’s  many  pro- 
gressive organizations,  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Democratic  Committee  has  virtually 
perfected  plans  for  the  all-industry  ban- 
quet it  will  stage  September  7 and  at 
which  the  first  annual  Award  for  Ser- 
vice to  Democracy  will  be  presented  to 
the  producer  of  the  picture  deemed  as 
having  made  the  outstanding  contribution 
to  the  democratic  ideal  during  the  1938- 
39  season. 

Melvyn  Douglas  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  affair  by  Philip  Dunne, 
MPDC  chairman,  and  will  introduce  At- 
torney-General Frank  Murphy,  who  has 
accepted  the  committee’s  invitation  to 
participate  as  chief  speaker.  Murphy  will 
present  the  award.  Sealed  ballots,  the  re- 
sult of  a secret  vote  among  various  studio 
Guilds  and  unions  some  weeks  ago,  will 
be  opened  the  morning  of  the  banquet. 
Submitted  for  consideration  were  20th 
Century-Fox’s  “The  Story  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell”  and  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln,” 
Warner’s  “Juarez”  and  “Confessions  of  a 
Nazi  Spy,”  Walter  Wanger’s  “Blockade,” 
Selznick  International’s  “Made  for  Each 
Other,”  Universal’s  “The  Spirit  of  Cul- 
ver,” Columbia’s  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You,”  Paramount’s  “.  . . one-third  of  a 
nation,”  and  Republic’s  “Man  of  Con- 
quest.” 

More  than  500  stars,  directors,  writers, 
producers  and  executives  have  been  in- 
vited to  attend. 

"Grapes  of  Wrath”  Party 

Following  closely  on  the  heels  of  this 
affair,  the  film  colony’s  liberal  element  is 
making  elaborate  plans  to  participate  in 
a “Grapes  of  Wrath”  party  to  be  held  by 
the  John  Steinbeck  Committee  at  Inter- 
national Studios.  Receipts  will  be  devoted 
to  improving  the  lot  of  the  state’s  mi- 
grants, the  whole  event  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Helen  Gahagan. 

Honoring  Bishop  Paul  Yu-Pin,  vicar 
apostle  of  Nanking,  China,  now  visiting 
the  film  capital,  the  MPAC  joined  with 
the  Chinese  Aid  Council  and  other  or- 
ganizations in  sponsoring  a testimonial 
banquet.  Invited  to  attend  as  guests  of 
honor  were  Gov.  Culbert  Olson,  Lieut.-Gov. 
Ellis  Patterson,  Don  Ameche,  Pat  O’Brien, 
Spencer  Tracy,  Hal  Mohr,  Wallace  Ford, 
Norman  Foster,  John  Ford  and  Joseph 
Breen  of  the  Hays  office. 

Telegrams  urging  Mayor  Bowron  of  Los 
Angeles  not  to  accord  an  official  welcome 
to  a Japanese  “good  will”  delegation  when 
it  arrived  here  by  airplane  w^ere  sent  by 
Dudley  Nichols,  Donald  Ogden  Stewart, 
Frank  Tuttle,  Herbert  Biberman,  Mrs. 
Beatrice  Buchman,  Viola  Brothers  Shore 
and  other  prominent  figures  in  Hollywood. 

A new  service  has  been  initiated  by  As- 
sociated Film  Audiences  under  which  it 
is  now  prepared  to  make  available  a num- 
ber of  films  which  have  received  few  or 
no  commercial  bookings. 

These  may  be  obtained  by  organiza- 
tions affiliated  with  the  AFA,  paying  a 
minimum  cost  for  the  sound  projection 
equipment  and  operator. 


Forearmed — 

The  significance  of  the  Moral  Re- 
armament movement  and  its  world- 
wide spiritual  phases  are  explained  to 
Mae  West  by  Dr.  Frank  N.  Buchman, 
left,  MRA  director,  who  was  invited  to 
come  up  and  see  the  blonde  star  in 
her  apartment.  In  the  middle — liter- 
ally, not  figuratively — is  Lester  Cowan, 
who  will  produce  a picture  for  Uni- 
versal co-starring  the  buxom  Mae  and 
W.  C.  Fields. 


Giannini  to  Board 
Of  Lubitsch  Unit 


A substantial  step  toward  perfecting  the 
executive  setup  of  the  recently-formed 
Ernst  Lubitsch  Productions,  preparatory 
to  the  launching  of  its  program  for  United 
Artists  release,  was  taken  with  the  election 
of  Dr.  A.  H.  Giannini,  former  UA  presi- 
dent, to  a post  as  member  of  the  board 
of  directors.  Dr.  Giannini  joins  Sol  Lesser, 
president;  Lubitsch,  vice-president  and 
secretary,  and  Louis  R.  Lurie,  San  Fran- 
cisco financier,  w'ho  is  treasurer.  The  Lu- 
bitsch unit,  a corollary  to  Sol  Lesser  Pro- 
ductions, will  manufacture  two  features 
for  UA’s  1939-40  quota,  neither  announced 
as  yet,  and  will  swing  into  action  in  Janu- 
ary, 1940,  when  Lubitsch  has  completed 
a one-picture  directorial  commitment  held 
with  M-G-M. 

Lesser’s  unit  will  produce  “Our  Town,” 
from  the  Thornton  Wilder  play.  Lesser 
will  relinquish  supervision  of  his  Prin- 
cipal Productions  to  Barney  Briskin  upon 
completion  of  “Escape  to  Paradise,”  Bob- 
by Breen  starrer,  for  RKO  Radio  release, 
and  Briskin  will  carry  on  with  the  mak- 
ing of  four  more  Breens. 

Having  set  the  details  of  his  three-pic- 
ture production  deal,  for  Columbia  re- 
lease, in  association  with  John  Wildberg, 
Jack  Skirball,  former  production  head  of 
Grand  National,  returned  from  New  York 
to  begin  lining  up  a cast  for  his  initialer, 
“Angela  Is  22.”  The  Sinclair  Lewis  play 
will  be  filmed  at  Astoria  studios  in  New 
York,  SkirbaU  disclosed,  with  the  second, 
“Fourteen  Uncles,”  to  be  made  here.  It 
has  not  been  decided  as  yet  whether  “For 
All  of  Us,”  an  Ursula  Parrot  story  which 
will  wind  up  the  quota,  will  be  made  in 


Shifts  Precede  Pact 
Wilh  Publicists 

With  a closed  shop  contract  between  the 
Screen  Publicists  Guild  and  the  producers 
now  in  its  final  drafted  form  and  await- 
ing the  signatures  of  studio  executives, 
several  changes  in  the  publicity  department 
personnel  at  the  major  studios  are  being 
effected. 

Bill  Edwards,  who  has  been  on  the 
Paramount  publicity  staff  for  the  past  five 
years,  resigned  to  accept  a berth  as  a unit 
man  at  Universal.  Harry  Neimeyer,  War- 
ner publicist,  has  checked  off  the  lot  after 
five  years,  with  A1  Gordon  taking  over  the 
vacancy.  Charles  Blake  has  submitted  his 
resignation  as  a publicist  for  the  Burbank 
studio  effective  September  9. 

Perry  Leiber,  new  studio  publicity-ad- 
vertising director  for  RKO,  has  named 
Elliston  Vinson  as  his  assistant.  Vinson 
has  been  in  charge  of  press  books  and  art. 

Henry  Duffy,  stage  producer  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  El  Capitan  College 
of  the  Theatre,  has  been  signed  by  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  as  a member  of  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox production  staff.  Duffy  has 
checked  in  at  the  plant  to  await  an  assign- 
ment. 

Pending  decision  as  to  the  starting  date 
of  his  next  production  venture,  which  he 
has  already  annoimced  will  be  “If  I Were 
President,”  Boris  Morros  has  skeletonized 
his  independent  production  unit,  with  only 
those  directly  concerned  with  the  com- 
pletion of  “Flying  Deuces,”  his  first  ef- 
fort, remaining  on  the  payroll.  Rudolph 
Mate,  production  associate,  remains  in 
charge  at  General  Service  Studio.  Jim 
Rowe  and  Alice  Stuart,  of  the  publicity 
staff,  have  checked  out,  following  Jack 
McCurdy,  publicity  director. 


"Hawaiian  Nights"  Given 
Premiere  in  Honolulu 

In  line  with  the  current  vogue  for  de- 
buting pictures  in  the  locale  suggested  by 
their  subjects.  Universal  gave  “Hawaiian 
Nights,”  musical  featuring  Mary  Carlisle 
and  Johnny  Downs,  its  world  premiere  at 
the  Princess  Theatre  in  Honolulu,  Ha- 
waii, September  1.  Picture  went  into  gen- 
eral release  the  following  day. 


Hollywood  or  in  the  east.  Films  are 
budgeted  at  a minimum  of  $400,000  each. 

GN’s  affairs  are  in  status  quo.  The  stu- 
dio is  completely  inactive  and,  local  spokes- 
men reiterate,  will  remain  so  until  some 
announcement  of  his  future  plans  are 
made  by  President  E.  W.  Hammons,  now 
in  New  York  but  expected  to  check  in 
locally  within  the  near  future. 

Irving  Starr’s  first  independent  produc- 
tion for  Columbia  in  a four-picture  series 
starring  Tony  Martin,  goes  into  work 
September  7 under  the  title  “Passport  to 
Happiness.”  Edmund  Hartman  wrote  the 
screen  play  from  James  Edward  Grant’s 
original,  and  Joseph  Santley  has  been 
signed  to  direct. 
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Rodgers  Sees  Upbeat;  Drastic  Studio  Changes  Would 
Others  Check  In  Trail  a European  Conflict 


Reporting  a general  upswing  in  theatre 
grosses  throughout  the  country,  which  he 
predicts  will  register  further  gains  with 
the  pre-season  release  of  a number  of  im- 
portant films  by  the  major  companies,  in- 
cluding his  own,  Wm.  F.  Rodgers,  sales 
chief  of  M-G-M,  checked  in  at  the  Culver 
City  studio  for  a week’s  stay.  He  imme- 
diately plunged  into  conferences  with  A1 
Lichtman  and  other  studio  executives,  as 
a result  of  which  Metro’s  1939-40  release 
scheduled  up  to  Jan.  1,  1940,  has  been 
tentatively  set.  Rodgers  also  planned  to 
look  over  much  of  the  completed  new  prod- 
uct, including  Selznick  International’s 
“Gone  With  the  Wind.” 

As  chairman  of  the  distributor’s  com- 
mittee on  trade  practice  reform,  Rodgers’ 
arrival  has  been  eagerly  awauted  by  local 
exhibitors,  including  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz., 
with  whom  parleys  were  scheduled. 

Hutchinson  to  New  York 

After  a week  of  conferences  concerning 
new  product,  sales  campaigns  and  the  for- 
eign situation,  Walter  J.  Hutchinson, 
20th  Century-Fox’s  sales  manager,  has  re- 
turned to  New  York.  He  parleyed  with 
Darryl  Zanuck,  William  Goetz  and  Joseph 
M.  Schenck  at  the  Westwood  studio. 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  head  man  of  Republic, 
is  expected  in  at  the  studio  September  15 
for  an  extended  stay,  following  a tour  of 
the  British  Isles  accompanying  Gene  Autry, 
the  studio’s  cowboy  star.  Yates  informed 
studio  executives  he  would  head  for  New 
York  and  journey  directly  to  Hollywood. 

Already  here  is  James  R.  Grainger,  Re- 
public’s general  sales  manager,  who  will 
divide  his  time  between  the  studio  and  the 
Pacific  Coast  exchanges.  Grover  C.  Par- 
sons, western  district  sales  head,  came  in 
from  San  Francisco  to  huddle  with  Grain- 
ger concerning  product  and  sales  cam- 
paigns for  the  new  season. 

Expected  to  return  after  Labor  Day,  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  Paramount’s  vice-presi- 
dent, is  in  New  York  conferring  with 
President  Barney  Balaban  and  other  home- 
office  executives  relevant  to  the  company’s 
outlook  for  1939-40.  He  was  accompanied 
east  by  Mrs.  Freeman. 

"U"  Hits  High  Point 

Ending  two  weeks  of  parleys  on  the  pro- 
duction lineup,  which  finds  Universal  hit- 
ting a new  high  mark  in  activity  for  the 
year,  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the 
board,  has  returned  east.  L.  G.  McGinley, 
newly-named  assistant  to  William  J. 
Heineman,  western  sales  manager,  spent 
a day  at  the  studio  huddling  with  Presi- 
dent Nate  Blumberg,  Cliff  Work  and  Mil- 
ton  Feld,  then  planed  out  for  Detroit.  To 
set  commercial  tieups  on  new  product  and 
players,  Frank  McFadden,  of  Universal’s 
exploitation  staff,  winged  out  for  Chicago 
and  Detroit. 

Mturray  Silverstone,  chairman  of  United 
Artists’  executive  committee,  and  Charles 
Schwartz,  UA  counsel,  terminated  a short 
visit  by  returning  to  New  York.  'They  dis- 
cussed product  and  business  details  with 
Walter  Wanger,  David  O.  Selznick,  Hal 
Roach,  Edward  Small  and  other  UA  pro- 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

The  chief  concern  of  executives  here, 
when  and  if  the  dogs  of  war  are  un- 
leashed, is  the  well-nigh  undisputed  fact 
that  a general  European  war  would  result 
in  an  almost  complete  collapse  of  foreign 
markets  and  the  shutoff  of  foreign  money. 
This,  in  turn,  would  necessitate  the  par- 
ing of  production  costs  and  a general  cur- 
tailment of  film-making  activity  here  to 
gear  the  industry  down  to  its  proportion- 
ately-reduced outlets. 

With  England  certain  to  be  plunged  into 
the  conflict  if  and  when  it  arises,  the  fate 
of  the  British  production  units  established 
by  many  American  companies  also  is  a 
subject  for  serious  consideration.  While 
some  may  continue  production,  others  will 
probably  be  confiscated  by  the  British  gov- 
ernment for  use  as  storage  plants,  hos- 
pitals and  in  other  ways.  From  all  indi- 
cations Metro  is  planning  to  go  ahead  with 
its  English  quota,  having  scheduled  a 
September  11  start  on  “Busman’s  Holi- 
day,” starring  Robert  Montgomery,  unless 
war  actually  starts  befoi’e  that  time.  Re- 
cent conferences  between  Darryl  F.  Zanuck 
and  Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  foreign  dis- 
tribution head  for  20th  Century-Fox,  dis- 
closed no  plans  to  clamp  down  activity. 
Further,  Director  Monty  Banks  is  huddling 
here  with  Zanuck  concerning  plans  for  the 
next  Grade  Fields  starrer,  to  be  made  in 
London,  and  Robert  Kane,  British  pro- 
duction head  for  the  company,  is  expected 
in  shortly  to  sit  in  on  the  conferences. 
Apparently  adopting  an  attitude  of  watch- 
ful waiting,  neither  Columbia  nor  Warner 
have  disclosed  what  steps  may  be  taken 
in  connection  with  their  respective  Eng- 
lish film-making  units. 

Rushing  "Thunder  Afloat" 

Cashing  in  on  the  timeliness  of  the  sub- 
ject matter,  Metro  is  rushing  plans  for 
immediate  release  of  “Thunder  Afloat,” 
which  has  just  received  the  official  ap- 
proval of  the  Navy  Department  at  a spe- 
cial screening  in  Washington.  Picture  is 
based  upon  invasion  of  the  American  coast 
by  German  submarines  during  the  World 
War. 

One  of  the  more  serious  potential  blows 
in  the  event  of  war  would  be  the  loss  to 
Hollywood  of  many  foreign  players  and 
technicians,  chiefly  English,  who  would  be 
forced  to  answer  the  call  to  arms.  Among 


ducers.  Daniel  T.  O’Shay,  corporation 
secretary  and  assistant  to  Selznick,  trained 
east  for  his  annual  vacation. 

Gordon  Hollingshead,  in  charge  of  War- 
ner’s short  subjects  production  under  su- 
pervision of  Bryan  Foy,  returns  from  the 
east  next  week  to  launch  the  fall  program. 
“Old  Hickory,”  one  of  the  company’s  his- 
torical featurettes,  -will  be  the  first  under 
way,  going  into  work  September  15. 

Back  at  M-G-M  is  Barrett  Kiesling, 
traveling  publicist,  who  has  just  com- 
pleted a four-month  tour  through  the 
south  and  midwest  contacting  newspaper 
editors. 


them  are  such  figures  as  Basil  Rathbone, 
Roland  Young,  Laurence  Olivier,  Ian  Hun- 
ter, Ronald  Colman,  David  Niven,  Charles 
Laughton  and  others  currently  active  in 
Hollywood  production.  Charles  Boyer  and 
his  wife  are  in  Antibes,  France,  where 
Boyer  is  awaiting  a possible  call  to  the 
French  army. 

Crucial  European  developments  during 
the  past  few  days  also  have  had  their  ef- 
fect on  a number  of  Hollywoodians  who 
chose  to  vacation  on  the  continent.  Norma 
Shearer,  now  at  the  home  of  Laudy  Law- 
rence, Metro’s  Paris  representative,  has 
booked  passage  on  no  less  than  three 
American-bound  ships.  Gene  Autry  and 
Herbert  Yates  of  Republic  steamed  out 
from  Southampton  en  route  here.  Scenar- 
ist W.  P.  Lipscomb  is  sailing  from  England, 
September  15.  Warner  has  called  George 
Raft  back  to  the  film  colony  and  the  actor 
has  already  docked  at  New  York.  Likewise, 
Jack  Warner  has  abandoned  plans  for  a 
vacation  along  the  Riviera  and  has  can- 
celed all  vacations  for  employes  at  the 
studio  for  the  present. 

Prior  to  his  return  to  New  York,  Mur- 
ray Silverstone,  operating  head  of  United 
Artists,  indicated  war  would  not  affect 
UA’s  production  plans  for  1939-40.  How- 
ever, he  did  not  touch  upon  the  status  of 
Alexander  Korda,  British  producer  for  UA, 
whose  future  plans  in  the  face  of  hostili- 
ties would  necessarily  be  problematical. 

In  any  event,  students  of  the  situation 
are  unanimous  in  agreeing  that  the  whole 
complexion  of  Hollywood’s  picture-making 
industry  will  probably  undergo  drastic 
changes  and  curtailments  if  the  powers- 
that-be  in  Europe  touch  off  the  powder- 
keg. 


Wall  Street  Journal  Says 
War  Would  Hurt  Industry 

New  York — “There  is  one  American  in- 
dustry that  definitely  will  be  harmed,  in 
event  of  war,  the  film  industry,”  says  the 
Wall  Street  Journal. 

It  goes  on:  “American  moving  picture 
producers  made  such  strides  during  the 
last  war  that  they  were  able  to  attain 
world  domination  in  the  post-war  years 
and,  as  a result,  25  per  cent  to  35  per  cent 
of  gross  film  rentals  now  generally  come 
from  foreign  sales. 

“Although  Hollywood  has  received  little 
important  income  from  continental  Eu- 
rope for  some  time  due  to  restrictions  of 
one  kind  or  another,  the  important  export 
field  is  principally  Great  Britain,  its  colo- 
nies and  South  America.  If  war  breaks 
out.  Great  Britain  is  apt  to  be  a poor 
customer  and  danger  from  air  raids  might 
well  close  down  the  big  profitable  London 
theatres.  The  same  would  be  true  in 
Paris.” 


Role  to  John  Miljan 

John  Miljan  has  been  signed  for  a fea- 
tured role  in  Paramount’s  “Emergency 
Squad,”  drama-romance  based  on  the  po- 
lice-fire department  “suicide”  units.  Ed- 
ward Dmytryk  is  directing. 
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Pete  Smith  has  closed  his  Hollywood 
home  and  will  live  at  Hermosa  Beach  for 
the  next  six  months  ...  A baby  daughter 
was  born  to  Mrs.  James  FitzPatrick,  wife 
of  Metro’s  short  subject  producer,  at  Hol- 
lywood Presbyterian  Hospital. 

★ 

Susan  Hayward,  Paramount  starlet,  left 
for  Des  Moines,  la.,  to  act  as  judge  in  se- 
lecting Iowa’s  most  beautiful  redhead  at 
the  state  fair  . . . Victor  Fleming  is  vaca- 
tioning for  three  months  at  his  ranch  near 
Del  Mar  . . . Wallace  Beery  will  be  guest 
of  honor  at  the  Cleveland  National  Air 
Races,  evening  September  2 . . . George 
(Gabby)  Hayes,  Republic  western  player, 
paid  a visit  to  his  home  town  of  Welles- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  for  the  first  time  in  30  years. 
* 

Director  Henry  King  has  returned  to 
20th  Century-Fox  after  a flying  trip  east 
to  pick  up  backgrounds  for  his  next  as- 
signment . . . Republic’s  studio  club  held 
its  first  annual  picnic  at  Opid’s  Camp, 
near  Mount  Wilson,  August  27  ...  A.  P. 
Sloan  jr.,  of  General  Motors,  was  the 
guest  of  Louis  B.  Mayer  at  M-G-M  . . . 
Orry-Kelly,  Warner  costume  department 
chief,  has  returned  from  a vacation  trip 
to  Australia. 

* 

Honorbig  Bandleader  Charlie  Bariiet, 
Bing  and  Dixie  Crosby  were  hosts  at  an 
informal  barbecue  at  their  ranch.  Among 
those  attending  were  the  Everett  Crosbys, 
the  Hal  Mohrs,  the  Larry  Crosbys,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chuck  Riesner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill 
Pierce,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Judell.  Harvey 
Judell,  Gloria  Franklin,  Dorothea  Kent, 
Robert  Taylor  and  Barbara  Stanwyck, 
George  Burns  and  Grade  Allen,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Rogers,  Al  and  Jimmy 
Ritz  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mischa  Auer. 

* 

Edward  Staub,  former  exhibitor  of  Chi- 
cago and  Los  Angeles,  and  father  of  Di- 
rector Ralph  Staub,  died  of  a heart  at- 
tack at  the  age  of  67.  Services  were  held 
at  Forest  Lawn  . . . Milton  Weiss  of 
Metro’s  New  York  publicity  staff  is  com- 
bining business  and  pleasure  by  spending 
some  time  at  the  studio  during  his  vaca- 
tion trip  here. 

* 

Scheduled  as  speakers  at  forthcoming 
meetings  of  the  Paramount  Studio  Club 
Little  Theatre  are  Stuart  Walker,  asso- 
ciate producer  for  the  company,  and  Wil- 
liam Pierce,  assistarit  to  Producer  Charles 
R.  Rogers  . . . Harry  Ruskin,  Metro  scen- 
arist, has  returned  from  a New  York  va- 


catioji  . . . Director  Jack  Conway  of 
M-G-M  is  back  on  the  job  after  a holiday 
at  the  Umpqua  and  Rogue  Rivers. 


Manuel  Baron  Pena,  IZ-year-old 
Spanish  boy,  "adopted”  by  Garson 
Kanin,  director,  through  the  Foster 
Parents’  Plan  for  Spanish  Children. 
Announcement  was  made  by  Eric  G. 
Muggeridge,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Plan,  with  offices  at  55  West  42nd  St., 
New  York.  There  are  said  to  be  more 
than  100,000  Spanish  children  now 
awaiting  "adoptions”  in  the  French 
concentration  camps.  Cost  of  "adop- 
tion” is  $9  per  month  and  the  children 
are  taken  out  of  the  French  refugee 
centers  and  placed  in  one  of  the  eight 
children’s  colonies  in  and  around 
Biarritz,  France. 


A Lake  Arrowhead  vacation  is  on  sched- 
ule for  Humphrey  Bogart  when  he  has 
completed  a Warner  acting  assignment 
. . . Ken  Whitmore,  of  Warner’s  publicity 
department,  is  en  route  back  to  Holly- 
wood after  accompanying  Zorina,  the 
dancer,  east  to  handle  publicity  in  con- 
nection with  her  new  picture. 


Ritz  Bros,  in  Republic 
"Hit  Parade  of  1940" 

Republic  has  borrowed  the  Ritz  Broth- 
ers from  20th  Century-Fox  to  headline  in 
“Hit  Parade  of  1940,”  going  before  the 
cameras  shortly  as  a top-budgeter.  The 
comedy  trio  returns  to  the  Westwood  stu- 
dio upon  completion  of  the  Republic  chore 
to  feature  in  “Three  Blind  Dates,”  wind- 
ing up  the  Ritzes’  present  20th  Century- 
Fox  contract. 


New  "Hardy"  Start  Sept.  1 

Scheduled  for  a September  1 camera 
start,  the  newest  in  Metro’s  “Hardy  Fam- 
ily” series  has  been  tentatively  titled 
“Judge  Hardy  and  Son.”  George  Seitz 
directs. 


First  in  "Cisco  Kid"  Series 
Herbert  I.  Leeds  has  been  assigned  to 
direct  the  first  in  the  new  series  of  “Cisco 
Kid”  features,  starring  Cesar  Romero,  for 
20th  Century-Fox. 


A Lavish  Premiere 
For  "The  Women" 


Another  gala  contribution  to  the  current 
Hollywood  cycle  of  top  hat-and-ermine 
premieres  was  staged  by  M-G-M  when 
“The  Women,”  co-starring  Joan  Crawford, 
Rosalind  Russell  and  Norma  Shearer, 
made  its  debut  at  Grauman’s  Chinese 
Theatre.  Accompanied  by  the  usual  lav- 
ish trappings,  exploitation  and  ballyhoo, 
it  was  attended  by  hundreds  of  notables 
from  the  film  colony  as  well  as  com- 
munity socialites. 

The  ever-present  first-night  fans  and 
autograph  hounds  were  accommodated  in 
bleachers  flanking  the  theatre,  built  with 
a 5,000-seat  capacity.  Dovetailing  with 
the  fashion  display  in  the  picture,  a live 
fashion  exhibit  was  staged  on  specially- 
built  platforms  in  the  theatre  forecourt, 
with  models  wearing  dresses  designed  by 
Adrian,  Metro  costumer.  A group  of 
M-G-M  stock  actresses,  selected  by  a stu- 
dio committee  for  their  pulchritude,  func- 
tioned as  part  of  the  theatre  staff,  serv- 
ing as  curb  attendants,  lobby  escorts  and 
ticket-takers. 

The  event  was  broadcast  by  Station 
KMTR,  with  Frank  Whitbeck,  studio  ad- 
vertising director,  appearing  as  master  of 
ceremonies  and  introducing  first-nighters 
over  the  air. 

Among  those  attending:  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
Hunt  Stromberg,  E.  J.  Mannix,  Al  Licht- 
man,  William  F.  Rodgers,  George  Cukor, 
Rosalind  Russell,  Joan  Crawford  and 
Charles  Martin,  Joan  Fontaine  and  Brian 
Aherne,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Pandro  Ber- 
man, Cliff  Work,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Harry 
Cohn,  William  Goetz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
W.  Considine  jr.,  Robert  Taylor  and  Bar- 
bara Stanwyck,  Virginia  Bruce  and  J. 
Walter  Ruben,  Mitchell  Leisen,  Sam  Zim- 
balist,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meryvn  LeRoy,  Jack 
L.  Warner,  William  LeBaron,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  R.  Rogers,  David  O.  Selznick,  Hal 
Roach,  Walter  Wanger  and  Joan  Bennett 
and  hundreds  of  others. 


American  Gas  Co.  an  Ally 
In  "Women"  Campaign 

Tying  in  with  the  national  release  of 
“The  Women,”  Metro  has  arranged  an  ex- 
ploitation and  advertising  campaign  in 
conjunction  with  the  American  Gas  Co. 
Thousands  of  company  offices  throughout 
the  country  will  carry  elaborate  kitchen 
exhibits  with  credits  for  the  picture. 


Small  Borrows  Vidor 

Charles  Vidor  has  been  borrowed  by 
Edward  Small  from  Columbia  to  direct 
“South  of  Pago  Pago,”  starring  Jon  Hall, 
which  goes  into  work  September  15  for 
United  Artists  release. 


Gets  "Timber  WoU" 

Lew  Seiler  has  been  assigned  to  direct 
“Timber  Wolf,”  featuring  Dennis  Morgan, 
Ronald  Reagan  and  Alan  Hale,  at  War- 
ner. Production  starts  September  11. 
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The  dove  of  peace  hovers  o’er  Burbank. 
Japanese  American  Citizens  League 
comprising  American-born  Japanese 
of  Los  Angeles  sponsored  showings  of 
Warner’s  historical  featurettes  as  part  of 
the  observance  of  Nisea  Week. 

Now,  if  Fritz  Kuhn  would  sponsor 
screenings  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy” 
at  American  Bund  encampments,  Holly- 
wood’s widely-heralded  Americanization 
campaign  (still  unofficial)  might  be  cata- 
logued as  a stupendous  success. 


Two  carabao,  Philippine  ivater  buffalo, 
cost  Samuel  Goldwyji  $1,700  during  the 
filming  of  “The  Real  Glory.” 

. . . and  without  noodles — . 


Edgar  Allan  Poe,  great-grand-nephew  of 
the  poet  and  writer,  has  been  signed  by  War- 
ner to  act  as  technical  advisor  for  "The  Life 
of  Edgar  Allan  Poe." 

Producer  Bryan  Foy  now  is  seeking  the 
original  raven  in  San  Pedro. 


Another  sin  which  is  probably  attribut- 
able to  Hollywood’s  usual  lack  of  efficiency 
in  public  relations,  is  found  in  the  an- 
nouncement that  Louise  Campbell,  whose 
contract  at  Paramount  expires  this  month, 
will  forsake  the  film  capital  and  return  to 
Broadway. 

Miss  Campbell,  whose  talent,  charm  and 
screen  ability  are  too  apparent  to  require 
detailing  here,  has  been  outstanding  in 
every  worthwhile  part  at  which  she  has 
been  giving  a chance.  Witness:  “Men  With 
Wings”  and  the  recently-released  hit, 
“The  Star  Maker.” 


Just  how  popular  she  has  been  with  mo- 
tion picture  fans  is  a question  difficult  to 
answer.  On  the  assumption  that  the  pro- 
duction geniuses  who  concluded  it  unwise 
to  renew  her  contract  at  Paramount  or 
offer  her  a comparable  pact  at  another 
studio  know  what  they  are  doing,  it  is  a 
reasonable  theory  that  such  popularity 
never  attained  staggering  heights.  Why? 

Obviously,  because  Miss  Campbell  has 
not  been  given  the  big  guns  of  publicity 
which  every  day  are  primed,  loaded  and 
discharged  in  reverberating  salvos  to  bol- 
ster the  fan  enthusiasm  for  many  regularly 
employed  oldtimers  as  well  as  newcomers 
who  possess  considerably  less  Thespic 
prowess  than  the  gifted  actress  whom  Hol- 
lywood is  returning  to  Broadv/ay. 


And  another  master-mind  mystery.  Why 
should  Columbia  have  spent  good  dollars, 
and  plenty  of  them,  for  the  rights  to  "re- 
make" the  Ben  Hecht-Charles  MacArthur 
stage  hit,  "The  Front  Page,"  originally  filmed 
by  Producer  Howard  Hughes  with  Pat  O'Brien 
and  Adolphe  Menjou  in  the  leading  roles? 
The  Gower  St.  studio  will  star  Irene  Dunne, 
provided  she  ever  makes  up  her  mind  to  ap- 
prove the  script.  Even  if  it  is  possible  to 
visualize  a female  Hildy  Johnson  cussing  and 
battling  her  way  through  a decidedly  un- 
feminine role — which  visualization  is  no 
mean  feat  in  itself — certainly  the  original 
story  will  have  to  be  changed  materially. 
Further,  Columbia  has  let  it  be  known  that 
the  title  will  also  be  changed.  Which  facts 
remove  the  venture  considerably  from  the 
category  of  re-makes,  as  they  are  generally 
considered,  and  pose  a doubt  as  to  the 
necessity  of  having  acquired  the  film  rights 
in  the  first  place. 

It  would  be  just  as  logical  to  pay  Cecil  B. 
DeMille  for  the  privilege  of  remaking  "The 
Ten  Commandments"  with  Ann  Sheridan 
"oomphing"  the  part  of  Moses. 


Literary  Note: 

A new  volume  coiitaining  the  favorite 
recipes  of  Hollywood  stars,  compiled  by 
Kenneth  Harlan  and  Rex  Lease,  is  being 
published  under  the  title  “What  Actors 
Eat  When  They  Eat.” 

The  “When”  should  be  changed  to  “If” 
— in  the  interests  of  accuracy. 


Universal  has  signed  Jack  Roper,  heavy- 
weight prizefighter,  for  a featured  role  in 
the  Johnny  Mack  Brown  western,  “The 
Galloping  Kid.”  If  Roper  is  desirous  of 
having  his  film  career  more  impressive 
than  his  attainments  in  the  squared  circle, 
he’ll  have  to  learn  to  gallop  a lot  faster 
than  he  did  while  trying  to  gallop  away 
from  Joe  Louis’  deadly  left. 


Matrons,  Moppets  and  Mystery 


Quality  substituted  for  quantity  in  the 
week’s  preview  lineup,  inasmuch  as  the 
quartette  of  features  which  made  their 
debuts  all  rated  on  the  credit  side  of  the 
critical  ledger — two  of  them  qualifying  for 
places  in  the  top  bracket  of  the  current 
output  of  product. 

Superlatives  in  huge  quantities  must  be 
used  to  describe  Metro’s  opulent  screen 
treatment  of  Clare  Booth’s  sensationally 
successful  stageplay,  “The  Women.”  Al- 
though of  necessity  much  less  outspoken 
in  language  and  situation  than  was  the 
original,  it  nevertheless  is  pungent,  crisply 
sophisticated,  brilliantly  dialogued  and 
can  be  expected  to  attract  record  turn- 
outs among  the  feminine  sex.  That  it  is 
overlong,  and  that  very  few  men  will  prob- 
ably evince  enough  interest  to  pay  their 
way  through  the  turnstiles,  is  probably 
carping  criticism  in  the  face  of  the  many 
obvious  merits  with  which  it  has  been  en- 
dowed. Hunt  Stromberg  has  given  it  his 
customarily  lavish  and  painstaking  pro- 
duction guidance  and  George  Cukor,  who 
directed,  displayed  an  extraordinary  in- 
sight into  the  pervading  theme  of  the 


original.  The  screenplay  drafted  by  Anita 
Loos  and  Jane  Murfin  contributes  the 
necessary  dash  of  warmth  and  humanness 
without  which  “The  Women”  might  have 
been  a superficial  caricature.  To  this 
must  be  added  the  boxoffice  pulling  power 
of  a marquee  triumvirate  comprising 
Norma  Shearer,  Rosalind  Russell  and  Joan 
Crawford  as  a further  guarantee  of  the 
picture’s  success. 

All  the  earmarks  of  a solid  hit  are  con- 
tained in  Universal’s  “The  Under-Pup,”  in 
which  Joe  Pasternak  again  displays  his 
mastery  over  that  particular  production 
phase  dealing  with  pictures  about  children 
by  uncovering  11 -year-old  Gloria  Jean  as 
a certain  candidate  for  widespread  audi- 
ence acclaim.  Evincing  quaint  humor,  a 
birdlike  voice  and  Thespic  ability  beyond 
her  years,  this  little  newcomer  scores  an 
instantaneous  success  and  carves  a posi- 
tion for  herself  as  one  of  Universal’s  best 
acting  bets.  The  screenplay,  whimsical, 
sentimental  and,  at  times,  loaded  to  the 
brim  with  hokum,  was  ideally  tailored  to 
Gloria’s  talents  by  Grover  Jones,  who 
based  his  script  on  a story  by  I.  A.  R. 


Wylie.  Richard  Wallace’s  direction,  which 
must  have  presented  a difficult  problem 
in  the  handling  of  scores  of  youngsters, 
was  sure  and  skillful  throughout. 

* * * 

The  remaining  two  features,  although 
falling  into  the  program  category,  possess 
enough  entertainment  ingredients  to  more 
than  pay  their  way  in  every  exhibition 
situation.  Paramount  presented  the  fore- 
runner of  a new  sleuth  series  in  “Death  of 
a Champion.”  Well  up  to  standard  in 
every  respect,  it  boasts  a light  and  amus- 
ing script  by  Stuart  Palmer  and  Cortland 
Fitzsimmons,  adapted  from  a story  by 
Frank  Gruber,  and  gives  Lynne  Overman 
a splendid  opportunity  to  display  his 
wares  as  the  wise-cracking  amateur  de- 
tective. William  H.  Wright’s  production 
and  Robert  Florey’s  direction  are  excellent. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  a delightful 
domestic  comedy,  sure  to  please  most 
theatre  patrons,  in  “Stop,  Look  and  Love.” 
A cast  of  dependable  troupers  responded 
well  to  Otto  Brower’s  spirited  direction. 
Picture  was  produced  by  the  Sol  Wurtzel 
unit. 
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Majors  Count  41 
Pictures  in  Work 

The  steadily  rising  production  total 
has  hit  the  41 -picture  mark  in  the  major 
studios,  with  ten  others  nearing  the  start- 
ing line. 

Columbia  gunned  “The  Incredible  Mr. 
Williams,”  registering  a total  of  four  in 
work.  Metro  signaled  a start  on  “Judge 
Hardy  and  Son”  and  finished  “Dancing 
Coed”  to  hold  to  its  five-picture  total. 
Monogram,  with  no  new  starts,  has  one 
in  production. 

No  starts  were  scheduled  at  Paramount, 
filming  eight  features.  RKO  Radio,  like- 
wise, is  coasting,  with  six  in  work.  “Abra- 
ham Lincoln  Boggs”  got  underway  at  Re- 
public, and  “Arizona  Kid”  went  into  the 
cutting  rooms,  giving  the  studio  a three- 
picture  total. 

20th  Century-Fox  unleashed  a barrage 
by  starting  “Swanee  River,”  “20,000  Men 
a Year”  and  “The  City,”  shoving  its  total 
up  to  five.  “Drums  Along  the  Mohawk” 
and  “Too  Busy  to  Work”  were  completed. 
For  United  Artists,  Samuel  Goldwyn  gun- 
ned “Raffles”  and  Walter  Wanger  launch- 
ed “Send  Another  Coffin,”  giving  UA  a 
total  of  three  in  work. 

Hitting  a new  high  for  the  year.  Uni- 
versal’s total  stands  at  seven,  including 
two  starters:  “The  Man  From  Montreal” 
and  “The  Galloping  Kid.’”  Warner  is 
filming  five,  none  new  starts. 


Secret  Ballot  Ordered  to 
Select  Bargaining  Agency 

Washington  — Studio  employes  of  ten 
companies  are  to  hold  a “secret  ballot  elec- 
tion” to  settle  the  question  of  representa- 
tion for  collective  bargaining  purposes,  im- 
der  orders  issued  by  the  national  labor 
relations  board. 

The  board’s  order  gives  government  ap- 
proval to  a tentative  agreement  reached 
in  Hollywood  August  22  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy by  an  election  which  will  permit 
the  employes  of  the  ten  companies  to  de- 
termine whether  they  are  to  be  repre- 
sented by  the  AFL  International  Alliance  of 
Theatrical  Stage  Employes,  the  indepen- 
dent United  Studio  Technicians  Guild,  or 
by  neither. 

To  be  eligible  to  vote,  employes  must 
have  received  60  days’  employment  be- 
tween January  1 and  July  15,  last,  and  be 
within  stipulated  categories  of  employ- 
ment. 

The  election  will  poll  the  employes  at 
Columbia.  Loew’s,  Paramount,  RKO,  Wal- 
ter Wanger  Productions,  20th  Century- 
Fox,  Universal,  Warner  Bros.,  United  Ar- 
tists and  Hal  E.  Roach  Studios. 


Extend  Louis  King 

Paramount  has  extended  its  option  on 
Director  Louis  King,  now  piloting  the 
Dorothy  Lamour  starrer,  “Typhoon.”  The 
pickup  marks  the  beginning  of  King’s 
third  straight  year  with  the  studio. 


. REVIEW 
FLASHES  • 


DAY  THE  BOOKIES  WEPT,  THE  (RKO)— This 
has  plenty  of  laughs  and  the  dialogue  is 
fast  and  snappy.  Joe  Penner  comes  through 
with  a fine  delivery,  ably  assisted  by  a 
supporting  cast  including  Betty  Grable, 
Tom  Kennedy  and  Richard  Lane.  Leslie 
Goodwins  directed. 

EVERYTHING'S  ON  ICE  (RKO)— Gives  six- 
year-old  Irene  Dare  her  first  starring  op- 
portunity and  she  makes  the  most  of  it. 
Producer  Sol  Lesser  has  surrounded  her 
with  a better  than  average  production  and 
a number  of  scintillating  ice-skating  num- 
bers which  more  than  compensate  for  the 
run-of-the-mill  story.  Moppet  Irene  is  a 
phenomenon  on  the  ice,  doing  everything 
from  the  can-can  to  the  hula.  Erie  C.  Ken- 
ton directed. 

HEARTBEAT  (French  M.  P.  Corp.) — This 
French  production  is  a compelling  drama 
of  the  fundamental  course  of  life  among 
the  peasants  of  Provence.  Running  through 
the  production,  which  excellently  utilizes 
outdoor  locations,  is  a constant  air  of  real- 
ity. Orane  Demazis,  Fernandel,  Henri  Pou- 
pon.  Marcel  Pagnol  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


75  Enrolleti  in  New 
Film  Critic  Group 


New  York — The  newly  formed  News- 
paper Film  Critics  of  America  claims 
virtually  unanimous  membership  among 
motion  picture  editors  and  critics  in  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  Louisville,  Chicago,  Albany, 
New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Dallas,  Milwaukee, 
Omaha,  Pittsburgh,  Detroit,  Toronto  and 
Montreal.  With  about  75  members  en- 
rolled, applications  have  been  sent  to 
other  editors  and  critics  throughout  the 
countiT. 

Harry  Martin  of  the  Memphis  Commer- 
cial Appeal  is  temporary  chairman,  and 
“Buck”  Herzog  of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel 
temporary  secretary-treasurer.  Keith 
Wilson  of  the  Omaha  World-Herald  and 
Merle  Potter  of  Minneapolis  comprise, 
with  Martin  and  Herzog,  the  planning 
committee. 

With  a declared  policy  of  “acting  inde- 
pendently of  Hollywood,  the  organization 
proposes  to  seek  elevation  of  standards  of 
criticism  and  comment  on  films,  cooperate 
toward  the  advancement  of  the  film  de- 
partment as  an  important  factor  in  the 
American  press  and  cooperate  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  industry.  Speaking  pri- 
vately, Martin  declares  the  organization 
has  a deep  desire  “to  build  the  motion 
picture  departments  of  the  American  press 


Judell's  Initialer 
Goes  Into  Work 

Ben  Judell’s  Producers  Pictures  Corp. 
definitely  launches  its  program  of  60  fea- 
tures for  1939-40  release  by  sending  “Tor- 
ture Ship”  into  work  at  Grand  National 
studio,  where  shooting  space  has  been 
secured. 

Victor  Halperin  is  directing  under  the 
supervision  of  Sig  Newfield,  executive  pro- 
ducer. Cast  for  the  picture,  which  is 
based  on  a story  by  Jack  London,  includes 
Irving  Pichel,  Lyle  Talbot,  El  Brendel, 
Sheila  Bromley,  Jacqueline  Wells,  Rus- 
sell Hopton  and  Anthony  Averill. 

William  G.  Smith,  veteran  distributor 
and  head  of  Jewel  Productions,  has  signed 
Bill  Cody  jr.  to  star  in  a series  of  youth 
adventure  pictures,  to  be  based  on  a series 
of  stories  purchased  from  Street  and  Smith 
Publications. 

A Supplemental  Bulletin 
On  Sound  Distributed 

Permitting  theatre  operators  to  derive 
the  maximum  advantage  from  latest  studio 
sound  recording  devices,  the  Research 
Council  of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture 
Ai’ts  and  Sciences  has  issued  a supple- 
ment to  its  technical  bulletin  of  October 
10,  1938.  Supplement  contains  specifica- 
tions for  standard  electrical  character- 
istics for  International  Projector’s  Sim- 
plex Four-Star  sound  systems. 

The  original  bulletin  contained  charac- 
teristics for  Mirrophonic  and  RCA  sound 
systems.  With  the  addition,  the  technical 
pamphlet  covers  a majority  of  modern 
sound  reproducing  systems  installed  in 
most  of  the  nation’s  theatres. 


D.  W.  Griiiith  Assigned 
Helm  lor  Roach  Feature 

Hal  Roach  has  assigned  D.  W.  Griffith 
to  produce  “1,000,000  B.  C.”  The  veteran 
film-maker  handled  the  screen  adaptation 
and  will  shove  the  picture  into  work  in  No- 
vember. 


Warner  Borrows  Holden 

Warner  has  borrowed  William  Holden 
from  Paramount  to  co-feature  with  George 
Raft  in  “Invisible  Stripes.”  Picture  rolls 
early  this  month.  Lloyd  Bacon  directs. 


to  the  place  they  should  rightfully  occupy 
in  the  newspapers  of  today.” 

Present  plans  call  for  the  NFCA  to  es- 
tablish its  own  set  of  awards  immediately 
after  its  annual  convention  shortly  after 
January  1.  The  convention,  still  tentative, 
may  run  for  three  days,  with  authorities  on 
various  film  subjects  invited  to  address  the 
group.  Mutual  problems  would  also  come 
in  for  a large  share  of  discussion.  Every 
editor  and  critic  would  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  his  or  her  problems. 

The  first  convention  has  been  tenta- 
tively set  for  next  February  in  the  middle 
west,  at  which  time  permanent  officers 
will  be  elected. 
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SCRIPTERS 


—Metro 

ALDOUS  HUXLEY  to  “Pride  and  Prejudice,” 
forthcoming-  Norma  Shearer  st-arrer,  -which  Hunt 
Stromberg  will  produce. 

— Paramount 

ROBERT  SHANNON  to  “Blue  Hawaii,”  forth- 
coming Harlan  Thompson  production. 

EDDIE  MORAN  to  “Buck  Benny  Rides  Again,” 
to  star  Jack  Benny. 

— Universal 

KURT  SIODMAK  and  ERIC  TAYLOR  to  “Fri- 
day the  13th,”  an  orig'nal  by  Willis  Cooper,  which 
wiil  co-feature  Boris  Karloff  and  Bela  Lugosi. 

Week's  Turn  for  Hope 
In  San  Francisco 

Returning  from  his  European  vacation, 
Bob  Hope,  Paramount  player  and  radio 
comedian,  has  been  booked  for  a one-week 
personal  appearance  engagement  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Theatre,  San  Francisco. 
Opening  September  13,  he  will  team  with 
Jerry  Colonna,  his  sidekick  on  the  air- 
waves. 

Warner  will  send  William  Lundigan, 
new  contract  player,  to  St.  Louis  and  Salt 
Lake  in  conjunction  with  showings  of  “The 
Old  Maid.”  Ronald  Reagan,  also  of  War- 
ner, departed  for  Williamstown,  N.  Y.,  to 
attend  the  world  premiere  of  the  studio’s 
“Bill  of  Rights,”  historical  short  subject, 
at  the  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Christian  and  Jewish  convention. 

Replacing  Mickey  Rooney,  who  returned 
to  go  into  a new  “Hardy  Family”  picture 
at  M-G-M,  Bert  Lahr  is  sharing  honors 
with  Judy  Garland  on  the  stage  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  New  York.  He  is  set  for 
a two -week  engagement.  Leni  Lynn, 
Metro’s  13-year-oId  singing  starlet,  has 
been  sent  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  to  appear 
at  the  Casa  Manana  for  two  weeks  with 
Eddie  Cantor.  She  was  accompanied  by 
Howard  Herty  of  the  studio  publicity  staff. 

Jack  Benny  and  Mary  Livingstone  open- 
ed a three-day  engagement  at  the  San 
Francisco  Fair  September  2. 


Another  Quarter  Million 
Allotted  "20J000  Men" 

Production  budget  for  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “20,000  Men  a Year”  has  been 
boosted  $250,000  and  the  feature,  dealing 
with  aviation  training  for  civilians,  will  be 
released  as  a Cosmopolitan  production. 
The  film  has  gone  into  work  with  Alfred 
E.  Green  directing  for  the  Sol  Wurtzel 
unit. 


Del  Mar  Track  a Metro 
Color  Short  Subject 

Metro  has  signed  Louis  Lewyn  to  pro- 
duce a new  color  musical  short,  titled 
“Where  Turf  Meets  Surf.”  It  will  depict 
activities  at  Bing  Crosby’s  Del  Mar  race- 
track, located  only  a few  hundred  yards 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


Wanger  Borrows  O'Brien 
Walter  Wanger  has  borrowed  Pat 
O’Brien  from  Warner  for  the  topline  in 
“Send  Another  Coffin,”  mystery  melo- 
drama which  swings  into  production  imme- 
diately. Tay  Garnett  directs. 


Kloepper  Wins  Lehr 
Cup  in  Tourney 


Portland,  Ore. — The  fifth  Oregon  an- 
nual motion  picture  golf  tournament  occu- 
pied the  course  and  clubhouse  of  the  Port- 
land Golf  Club,  August  22  and  23,  and 
from  all  indications  it  was  the  most  suc- 
cessful event  of  its  kind  in  this  territory. 

Jack  Kloepper  walked  off  with  the  Lew 
Lehr  cup  in  the  championship  flight  for 
men  and  Mrs.  C.  Morelock  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Kloepper  cut  the  cards  to  decide  the  win- 
ner of  the  women’s  championship  flight 
with  the  former  taking  the  cup. 

In  the  championship  flight  for  men  the 
following  participants  won  trophies:  W.  A. 
Graeper,  golf  bag;  Jack  Rosenberg,  three 
woods;  William  Patterson,  golf  shoes;  R. 
J.  Mattecheck,  lamp;  Denny  Hull,  electric 
clock;  R.  O.  Wilson,  sweater  and  three  golf 
balls,  and  G.  C.  Dickman,  three  golf  balls. 

First  flight,  men:  John  Noble,  Ginger  Rogers 
cup;  Ed  Ne-svman,  jacket;  Ted  Gambie,  Mainliner; 
E.  Morelock,  camera  stick;  Jack  Leverett,  $5 
Meier  & Frank  merchandise  bond;  Ray  Myers,  8 
cans  of  pears;  B.  A.  Stover,  six  goif  bails,  and  F. 
Nachle,  1 year’s  subscription  to  Pacific  Coast 
Shoman. 

Second  flight,  men;  C.  M.  Christensen,  Bing 
Crosby  cup;  A1  Forman,  Shavemaster;  M.  E.  Corey, 
three  woods;  Ed  Bromweil,  two  Benson  hotel  din- 
ners; M.  Kenworthy,  one  can  of  oil;  M.  Segel,  one 
box  of  pears;  William  Graeper,  six  golf  balls,  and 
Frank  Newman  jr.,  one  year’s  subscription  to 
Pacific  Coast  Shoman. 

Third  fiight,  men;  Ed  M’ller,  Eiectrical  Prod- 
ucts Corp.  cup;  James  Sheffield,  toaster  set;  Tom 
Sharon,  radio;  Vete  Stewart,  one  quart  Old  Gran- 
dad; Carl  Porter,  BOXOFFICE  electric  clock;  Roy 
Brown,  $5  merchandise  bond;  H.  LaDuc,  one  box 
of  pears,  and  Gene  Engeiman,  year’s  subscription 
to  Pacific  Coast  Shoman. 

Fourth  flight,  men:  George  De  Waite,  National 
Screen  Service  electric  clock;  C.  Tillman,  radio; 
G.  G.  Speck,  spotl'ght;  C.  Mac  Braver,  three-vear 
goif  policy;  G.  C.  Parsons,  spotlight;  William 
Burke,  putter;  Leslie  D-avis,  bill  fold;  Frank  Buck- 
miller,  year’s  subscription  to  Pacific  Coast  Sho- 
man. 

Fifth  flight,  men:  H.  C.  Donner,  vacuum  cleaner: 
Ralnh  Woods,  golf  shoes;  M.  E.  Corey  jr.,  jacket; 
Rollen  Kuhn,  Ted  Gamble’s  slacks:  S.  S.  McFad- 
den,  sweater;  Joe  Warren,  $2  cash;  Lou  Amacher, 
hill  fold,  and  A1  Sather,  year’s  subscription  to 
Pacific  Coast  Shoman. 

Sixth  flight,  men;  Claude  Smith,  golf  bag; 
Charles  Whiteside,  flood  lamps;  Charles  Powers, 
jacket:  W.  G.  Ripley,  spotlight;  Foster  Bl-ake,  $2 
cash;  J.  T.  Sheffield,  box  of  pears,  and  R.  D. 
Tully,  three  golf  balls. 

Seventh  flight,  men:  Fred  McBreen,  golf  bag; 
Ben  Shearer,  two  spotlights;  William  White,  .MO 
merchandise  order;  George  Brajger,  Toastmaster; 
William  Foreman,  six  golf  balls;  Eddie  Hudson, 
$2  cash;  Howard  Mapes,  eight  cans  of  peaches, 
and  West  Johnson,  three  golf  balls. 

Eighth  flight,  men:  M,  W.  Mattecheck,  $25  de- 
posit in  N.  Y.  Life  Ins.  Co.;  Bob  White,  golf 
shoes:  Prank  Myrick,  cigarette  case:  Guy  Navarre, 
putter:  Jess  Hommel,  three  golf  balls-  Mel  Kdier, 
$2  cash;  Johnny  Harvey,  shirt,  and  George  Jack- 
son,  three  golf  balls. 

Ninth  flight,  men;  A1  Finkelstein,  tire;  Charles 
Rosemeyer,  Shavema.ster ; H.  S.  McCloud,  four 
Scha.pp’s  dinners;  Mark  McDougal,  slacks;  R.  L. 
Kirk,  one  quart  of  gin;  Prank  Gilbert.  $2  cash; 
Joe  Bradt,  belt:  H.  L.  Pop,  potter  plant;  Jack 
O’Bryan,  three  golf  balls,  and  W.  Wessling,  three 
golf  balls. 

Tenth  flight,  men:  E.  P.  Hoyt,  waffle  iron;  Phil 
Parrish,  box  of  pears,  and  Ed  Read,  golf  balls. 

Men’s  special  awards:  Low  gross.  Jack  Kloepper, 
Vete  Stewart  cup;  low  net,  J.  Noble,  Town  Tavern 
cup;  longest  drive  on  No.  5,  Ed  Newman,  $5 
merchandise  order;  runner-up  on  No.  5,  M.  J. 
Mattecheck,  wood  covers;  closest  to  pin  on  No.  4, 
Car!  Porter,  electric  clock;  runnerup  on  No.  4, 
R.  Kuhn,  three  golf  balls;  best  putter  on  putting 
green,  Ed  Miller,  Slats  Wilson  and  M.  W.  Matte- 
check; shortest  drive  on  No.  1,  J.  Buckmiller,  one 
dozen  XYZ  chrystals;  hig'n  gross,  Joe  Bradt,  one 
gallon  of  wax. 

Championship  flight,  women;  Mrs.  C.  Morelock, 
winner;  Mrs.  Jack  Kloepper,  toaster:  Mrs.  Ben 
Shearer,  waffle  iron,  and  Mrs.  R.  J.  Mattecheck, 
traveling  iron. 

First  flight,  women:  Mrs.  Guy  Navarre,  toaster; 
Mrs.  C.  Mac  Brayer,  waffle  iron,  and  Mrs.  J. 
Sheffield,  camera. 

Second  flight,  women:  Mrs.  Denny  Hull,  radio: 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

BUSTER  KEATON  held  to  direct  two  more 
short  subjects  under  supervision  of  Jules  White. 
BRUCE  BENNETT  given  term-  acting  deal. 

— Metro 

EDWIN  JUSTUS  MATER  to  “Not  Too  Narrow, 
Not  Too  Deep,”  a Joseph  Mankiewicz  production. 
KAY  VAN  RIPER  given  new  writing  deal. 
JOHN  MONK  and  FRED  FINKLEHOFFE  jr. 
join  writing  staff. 

NAT  PENDLETON  given  new  long-term  acting 
contract. 

BONITA  GRANVILLE  given  term  acting  con- 
tract. 

— RKO  Radio 

RAT  McCAREY  signed  to  one-picture  direc- 
torial deal. 

— Republic 

EUGENE  TUTTLE  joins  writing  staff  on  term 
ticket.  He  is  the  son  of  W.  C.  Tuttle,  president 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  baseball  league. 

STUART  ANTHONY  to  “Riders  of  Perdition,” 
a Roy  Rogers  Western. 

MORGAN  COX  to  “Lone  Texas  Ranger,”  a 
serial. 

STANLEY  ROBERTS  to  “Covered  Wagon 
Days.” 

DONALD  BARRY,  actor,  given  contract  exten- 
sion. 

— Hal  Roach 

RIAN  JAMES  to  “Turnabout.” 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

PEVERELL  MARLEY,  cameraman,  and  CLAY 
CAMPBELL,  makeup  head,  sign  new  contracts. 

ESTHER  BRODELET,  writer,  held  for  another 
term. 

— Xiniversal 

ANNE  GWYNNE,  actress,  held  for  another 
term. 

BARBARA  O’NEIL  signed  to  five-year  acting 
agreement. 

BILLY  LENHART  and  KENNETH  BROWN, 
juvenile  comedy  team  which  debuted  in  “The 
Under-Pup,”  given  term  contracts. 

— Walter  Wanger 

BRODERICK  CRAWFORD  signed  to  long-term 
acting  agreement.  He  draws  a i'eatured  role  in 
“Send  Another  Coffin.” 

— Warner  Bros. 

MICHAEL  HOGAN  to  “Disraeli.” 


"Rouge"  Show  Oct,  21 

San  Francisco — The  highly-touted  spec- 
tacle, “A  Night  at  the  Moulin  Rouge,” 
will  open  at  the  Curran  here  October  21. 
The  company  of  150,  90  per  cent  female, 
will  include  Helen  Morgan,  Rita  Rio  and 
her  all  gal  band;  Toby  Wing,  Stan  Kava- 
naugh,  and  a troupe  of  Viennese  Can  Can 
dancers. 


Atlas  Has  Fight  Films 
Los  Angeles — Henry  Sonnenshine  of 
Atlas  Films  will  distribute  fiims  of  the 
Henry  Armstrong-Lou  Ambers  boxing 
match. 


Mrs.  Ted  Gamble,  waffle  iron,  and  Mrs.  Carl  Por- 
ter, electric  clock. 

Third  flight,  women:  Mrs.  W.  A.  Graeper,  floor 
lamp;  Mrs.  Tom  Shearer,  golf  bag,  and  Mrs.  Eddie 
Hudson,  potted  plant. 

Fourth  flight,  women:  Mrs.  Bob  White,  golf 
bag;  Mrs.  R.  O.  Wilson,  clock,  and  Mrs.  George 
De  Waite,  candle  stick. 

Fifth  flight,  women:  Mrs.  Agnes  MacRae,  $5 
cash;  Mrs.  “Dutch”  Stover,  cosmetics  and  table 
plaque,  and  Mrs.  Rollin  Kuhn,  Silex  and  three 
golf  balls. 

Ladies’  special  awards:  Low  gross,  Mrs.  C. 
Morelock,  two  table  lamps;  low  net,  Mrs.  C. 
Morelock,  four  dinners:  Longest  drive  on  No.  5. 
Mrs.  Jack  Kloepper,  $5  merchandise  order;  best 
putter  on  putting  green,  Mrs.  Ben  Shearer,  Roga- 
way  cup;  shortest  drive  on  No.  1,  Mrs.  Dutch 
Stover,  eight  cans  of  apricots:  high  gross,  Mrs. 
Dutch  Stover,  box  of  pears. 

Special  door  prizes:  Lloyd  chrome  chair,  Mrs. 
Eddie  Hudson;  roaster,  Mrs.  Carl  Porter;  Mix- 
master.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Shearer;  spinning  wheel,  Mrs. 
Tom  Shearer:  mirror.  Mrs.  J.  Sheffield;  electric 
razor,  George  De  Waite;  book  set,  A1  Forman; 
Mrs.  Bob  White,  Errol  Flynn-Bette  Davis  tropliy; 
Mrs.  K.  Bridge,  cigarette  holder,  and  Mrs.  Dutch 
Stover,  table  plaque. 
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Visitors  at  Warner — 

H.  W.  Knutson  ^second  from  the  right),  exhibitor  from  Livingston,  Mont., 
and  his  family  meet  James  Stephe?ison  on  the  set  of  “Philo  Vance  Comes 
Back,”  Wariier  picture  in  which  Stephenson  is  starring. 


Rodgers  Assures  ITO 
Full  Data  on  Code 

Los  Angeles — Executives  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and 
Ariz.  were  assured  by  William  F.  Rodgers, 
Metro  sales  head  and  co-chairman  of  the 
trade  practice  code  committee,  that  he 
will  make  every  effort  to  complete  his  data 
pertaining  to  changes  made  in  the  code 
draft  in  order  to  make  a definite  announce- 
ment relating  thereto  at  the  ITO's  sched- 
uled board  meeting  September  8. 

Rodgers  explained  his  plans  at  a meet- 
ing with  ITO  leaders  and  indicated  he 
would  make  special  reference  to  the  dis- 
tributors’ attitude  concerning  the  com- 
mercial previews  and  first-run  moveovers 
situations,  which  he  discussed  at  length. 
The  latter  two  items  have  long  been  the 
subject  of  strenuous  objections  on  the  part 
of  the  ITO. 

Rodgers  revealed  that  the  code  is  in 
the  hands  of  attorneys  in  the  east. 

The  chief  item  of  business  at  the  ITO 
board  session  will  be  the  election  of  a new 
board  of  directors  for  the  coming  season. 


Los  Angeles  Allied  Asks 
Rodgers  to  Board  Meet 

Los  Angeles  — Contingent  upon  the 
length  of  his  current  stay  in  Hollywood, 
William  F.  Rodgers,  Metro  sales  head  and 
co-chairman  of  the  trade  practice  code 
committee,  has  been  invited  to  attend  the 
next  Allied  board  of  directors’  meeting, 
slated  to  be  held  September  11. 

Tire  invitation  came  from  James  C. 
Quinn,  Allied’s  executive  secretary,  who 
announced  that  although  Allied  is  “unal- 
terably opposed’’  to  the  code  in  its  present 
form,  the  organization  wishes  to  discuss 
with  Rodgers  certain  other  phases  of  the 
local  exhibition  situation.  The  directorate 
also  will  lay  plans  for  initiating  a cam- 
paign to  bring  new  members  into  Allied, 
with  a determined  drive  to  get  under  way 
late  in  the  month. 


Managers  in  Tribute  to 
Golden  States'  Bolton 

Oakland — A tribute  to  David  J.  Bolton, 
division  manager  for  the  Golden  State  cir- 
cuit, by  managers  of  the  East  Bay  division 
wound  up  Friday  coinciding  with  the  final 
week  of  a $2,000  bonus  handicap  drive. 

The  tribute  was  sprung  on  Bolton  via  a 
Ten-O-Win  ten-theatre  broadcast  hookup. 
Special  exploitation  stunts  and  other  audi- 
ence inducements  for  the  Bolton  week  cul- 
minated in  a motor  car  giveaway  Friday 
night. 

Leaders  in  this  division  in  the  bonus 
drive  at  the  end  of  the  11th  week  in  their 
respective  standing  order  were:  Tiny  (250 
lbs.)  James,  Broadway,  Oakland;  Ralph 
(Ship  Ahoy)  Ford,  Central,  Oakland;  Glen 
I Oklahoma)  Caldwell,  Palace,  San  Lean- 
dro; George  (Baby)  Yost,  Palace,  Oakland; 
Morris  E.  (Rosy)  Rosenberg,  Fairfax,  Oak- 
land, and  Ward  iPop)  Cassady,  Haywards. 
Haywards. 


Theatres  Utility  Service 
Has  Projector  Franchise 

Seattle — The  Tlreatres  Utility  Service 
Co.,  operating  rmder  the  name  of  Tusco, 
has  obtained  the  franchise  for  exclusive 
distribution  of  Holmes  projection  ma- 
chines, both  16mm  and  the  new  35mm 
Imperial,  in  the  Seattle  and  Portland  ter- 
ritory. 

The  deal  was  signed  by  O.  J.  Holmes, 
president  of  the  projector  firm  and  the 
Tusco  representatives,  including  H.  S. 
McLeod,  Louis  Ebert  and  Bill  Stober. 


Long  and  Nace  Circuits 
Sign  Monogram  Pacts 

Phoenix,  Ariz. — The  Louis  Long  and  the 
Harry  Nace  circuits,  totaling  nearly  30 
houses,  have  signed  contracts  for  Mono- 
gram’s 1939-40  product.  Ray  Olmstead 
and  Howard  Stubbins,  Monogram  fran- 
chise holders  for  Southern  California  and 
Arizona,  closed  the  deals. 


Defendants  Named  in 
Fox  West  Coast  Suit 

Washington  — Individual  defendants 
named  in  the  Fox  West  Coast  criminal  pro- 
ceedings on  charges  of  violation  of  the 
consent  decree  of  1930,  which  action  is  re- 
ported more  fully  on  page  five  of  this  is- 
sue, are  as  follows; 

Fox  West  Coast  Theatres  Corp.,  Fox 
West  Coast  Agency  Corp.  and  Fox  West 
Coast  Service  Corp.:  Spyros  P.  Skouras, 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  William  T.  Powers, 
Charles  A.  Buckley,  A1  Hanson,  John  B. 
Bertero,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Larry  Kent,  Thorn- 
ton Sargent,  Cullen  Espy,  Dick  Dickson, 
George  Bowser  and  B.  V.  Sturdivant. 

Loew’s  Inc.,  and  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Distributing  Corp.:  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
A1  Litchman,  William  F.  Rodgers,  Edward 

M.  Saunders,  George  A.  Hickey  and  Clay- 
ton T.  Lynch. 

Paramount  Pictures:  Barney  Balaban, 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Myke 
H.  Lewis,  George  A.  Smith  and  Carroll  N. 
Peacock. 

Warner  Bros,  and  Vitagraph:  Harry  M. 
Warner,  Albert  W.  Warner,  Ben  Kalmen- 
son,  W.  E.  Calloway,  Gradwell  L.  Sears  and 

N.  H.  Brower. 

United  Artists:  Murray  Silverstone,  Ben 
Fish.  George  J.  Schaefer,  E.  W.  McLean 
and  L.  G.  Schlaifer. 

Universal:  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  William 
A.  Scully,  Charles  J.  Feldman,  Nathan  J. 
Blumberg,  William  J.  Heineman,  James 
R.  Grainger  and  A.  J.  O’Keefe. 

RKO:  Leo  Spitz,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Jules 
Levy,  Cresson  E.  Smith,  Harry  Cohen, 
George  J.  Schaefer  and  N.  P.  Jacobs. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox:  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  W.  J.  Kupper,  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
John  N.  Dillon  and  Herman  Wobber. 

It  was  said  at  the  department  of  justice 
that  the  penalty  in  criminal  contempt 
cases  is  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both. 


Kay  Kyser  Chalks  Up 
Three  FWC  Records 

Los  Angeles — Three  consecutive  theatre 
dates  for  Kay  Kyser  and  his  orchestra  in 
Fox  West  Coast  houses  in  San  Diego,  Long 
Beach  and  Pomona  brought  in  a total  gross 
of  $9,154.  Kyser  grabbed  off  more  than 
$3,500  at  the  Pox,  San  Diego;  pulled  in 
another  $3,500  at  the  West  Coast,  Long 
Beach,  and  grossed  more  than  $2,150  at 
the  Fox,  Pomona. 


"Feathers"  a Hit 
In  Frisco 

San  Francisco — Herman  Cohen,  op- 
erator of  the  United  Artists  Theatre 
here,  reports  that  "Four  Feathers,"  Alex- 
ander Korda's  new  Technicolor  produc- 
tion for  UA,  chalked  up  a three-year 
attendance  and  gross  record  at  his 
house.  The  film  will  be  held  for  an 
indefinite  run. 
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Comeback  by  Flesh 
In  the  Northwest 

Seattle — The  stage  seems  to  be  com- 
ing into  its  own  in  these  parts. 

The  Post  Street  Theatre  in  Spokane  is 
starting  a vaudeville  policy  September  1. 
Bill  Evans,  operator,  states  he  will  fea- 
ture two  pictures  along  with  acts.  Mike 
Lyons,  with  his  recently  opened  Show  Box, 
is  doing  the  big  stage  business  here.  The 
Show  Box,  situated  downtown,  is  fea- 
turing vaudeville,  a dance  band,  organ, 
pictures  and  the  patrons  can  sit  and  sip 
their  suds  and  enjoy  a smoke  all  during 
the  evening.  Fifi  D’Orsay,  the  present 
headliner,  is  packing  ’em  in. 

As  for  the  legitimate  shows,  the  Met- 
ropolitan Theatre,  now  playing  “Tobacco 
Road,’’  is  to  bring  to  town  Katharine  Cor- 
nell in  her  newest  hit,  “No  Time  for 
Comedy.”  Another  hit  scheduled  to  ap- 
pear at  the  Met  is  “I  Married  an  Angel” 
and  also  to  come  is  “Little  Foxes,”  starr- 
ing Lenore  Ulric.  The  last  time  Miss  Cor- 
nell played  here  several  years  ago  her 
train  was  delayed  and  the  first  night  audi- 
ence waited  until  2 a.  m.  for  the  perform- 
ance to  start. 

Not  only  is  the  Met  in  for  a promising 
season  of  legit  attractions,  but  the  big 
playhouse  is  about  to  blossom  out  as  a 
first-run  continental  film  showplace  un- 
der the  management  of  Doc  Howe  as  Se- 
attle representative  of  the  Herbert  Rose- 
ner  Co.,  which  formerly  operated  the  Mont- 
lake  Theatre.  Met’s  first  screen  offering 
will  be  “The  Three  Waltzes.” 


"Elsinore"  Distribution 
In  L,  A,  to  Monogram 

Los  Angeles — Local  distribution  on  “Mu- 
tiny of  the  Elsinore,”  British-made  fea- 
ture starring  Paul  Lukas,  is  being  handled 
by  Monogram.  Distribution  in  the  western 
territory  is  being  handled  by  H.  B.  Fried- 
man and  William  Rothschild. 


FWC  Spending  $40,000  on 
The  Glendale  Theatre 

Glendale,  Cal. — Fox  West  Coast  is  re- 
modeling and  enlarging  the  Glendale  at 
a cost  of  $40,000.  It  will  reopen  September 
15  with  new  sound  and  projection  equip- 
ment, marquee,  carpets,  seats  and  fur- 
nishings, and  will  have  1,168  seats. 


Columbia-Nace  Deal  Closed 

Los  Angeles — Columbia’s  1939-40  prod- 
uct lineup  has  been  sold  to  the  Harry 
Nace  circuit,  comprising  15  houses  in  Ari- 
zona. Deal  was  set  by  Wayne  Ball,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager  here. 


Reitz  Buys  Sproul  Interest 

Brentwood,  Cal. — W.  R.  Reitz,  partner 
with  Bob  Sproul  in  the  Brentwood  The- 
atre, has  purchased  Sproul’s  interest  in  the 
house  and  assumes  control  as  sole  owner. 


^EORGE  SMI'TH,  western  district  sales 
manager  for  Paramount,  has  planed  to 
New  York  to  confer  regarding  the  com- 
pany’s sales  policy  for  the  new  season  . . . 
Similar  huddles  with  the  Warner  home- 
office  took  W.  E.  Calloway,  western  sales 
chief,  and  N.  H.  (Jack)  Brower,  local 
exchange  manager,  east  ...  To  set  a prod- 
uct deal  for  1939-40  with  Harry  David, 
head  of  the  Publix  circuit  in  the  inter- 
mountain territory,  George  Hickey,  Met- 
ro’s western  district  supervisor,  left  for 
Denver.  He’ll  make  the  roimds  from  there, 
going  to  Seattle,  Portland  and  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Fred  Young  of  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.  spent 
a week  at  Catalina  Island  with  his  family 
. . . Weekending  at  the  same  spot  was 
Vida  Dobbs,  cashier  at  Chester  Black’s 
Pico  Drive-In  Theatre  . . . For  the  second 
consecutive  week  the  local  Universal  staff 
is  first  nationally  in  the  company’s  ex- 
hibitor testimonial  drive  . . . Jim  Quinn, 
Allied  States  secretary,  plans  to  open  his 
new  Monterey  Theatre  in  mid-September 
. . . Bob  Whitson  and  Herman  Lewis  host- 
ed their  numerous  assistant  house  mana- 
gers at  lunch. 

Looking  over  the  local  exhibition  field 
for  a desirable  property,  Chester  Cowger, 
formerly  connected  with  the  Dickinson 
circuit  in  Kansas,  has  taken  up  residence 
here  . . . Guests  at  the  Warner  studio 
during  vacation  trips  to  southern  Cali- 
fornia were  Fred  S.  Jernigan  of  Robbins 
and  Roily-United  Theatres,  Inc.,  Dallas, 
Tex.,  and  Albert  Suzore,  operator  of  the 
Bristol  Theatre  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Columbia  held  a trade  screening  of 
“Golden  Boy’’  at  the  Fox  Boulevard  The- 
atre for  exhibitors  in  the  territory  . . . 
Booking  visitors  included  Gordon  Darling, 
operator  of  the  newly-opened  Lamont  The- 
atre, Lamont;  J.  E.  Poynter,  San  Clem- 
ente; Dewey  Ringer,  Popkin-Ringer  cir- 
cuit; Earl  Johnson,  Bard’s  Adams;  Aug- 
ust Finn,  Orpheum,  on  Pico  Blvd.,  and 
the  Times;  Hugh  Bruen  and  Al  Cooper, 
Whittier;  Jack  Cohn,  Rampart;  Max  Gar- 
dens, Roslyn;  Max  Sinker,  Carlin-Sinker 
circuit;  Al  Weder,  York  and  Royale;  Har- 
old Glass,  Gordon. 

Grover  Parsons,  Republic’s  San  Fran- 
cisco manager,  came  in  for  short  confer- 
ences with  Francis  Bateman  of  the  local 
office  ...  I.  Zussman,  chief  of  Metro 
Premium  Co.,  checked  in  accompanied  by 
Sid  Bernstein,  head  of  the  company’s  San 
Francisco  office,  to  discuss  plans  for  re- 
opening the  local  branch,  which  was  closed 
recently.  They  intend  to  do  away  with 
the  local  warehouse  and  ship  in  all  prod- 
uct from  the  east  . . . Murray  Fisher  is 
back  at  work  at  Coast  Pictures  after  a 
ten -day  vacation. 

In  for  a short  visit  was  George  Aider- 
man,  former  agent,  now  handling  pre- 
miums in  the  San  Francisco  territory  . . . 
Chester  Black  of  the  Drive-In  Theatre  is 
now  answering  to  the  name  of  “Beach- 
comber.” He  tossed  a Malibu  Beach  party 
for  ushers  at  his  theatre,  who  reported 
the  best  time  was  had  by  Black  himself  . . . 
Jack  Katz  of  the  Palms  Theatre,  Palms, 


is  considering  applying  for  a position  with 
J.  Edgar  Hoover’s  G-men.  Following  many 
complaints  of  patrojis  that  equipment  and 
gasoline  were  being  stolen  from  their  cars 
parked  at  the  Palms  lot,  Katz  set  up 
watch  and  caught  seven  youngsters,  two 
of  them  with  police  records. 

H.  E.  Pickett,  manager  of  Harry  Nace’s 
Orpheum  Theatre  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  is 
vacationing  here  . . . Harold  Robb  and 
Ed  Rowley,  of  the  Robb-Rowley  circuit, 
have  returned  to  their  Dallas,  Tex.,  head- 
quarters after  spending  several  weeks  here 
on  a combined  business-pleasure  trip  . . . 
Bill  Woodward,  former  owner  of  the  Bel- 
mont Theatre,  Belmont  Shores,  a visitor 
. . . Ditto  Dave  Biedermann  and  Edwin 
Carewe,  the  former  motion  picture  di- 
rector. 

Booking;  Clarence  Mullins,  Dreamland 
Theatre;  Francix  Perrezo,  World  and  Mis- 
sion; Ted  Cunningham,  Empire;  Ben  Hay- 
ward, Diana,  San  Diego;  Ralph  Grunauer, 
South  Side  Theatres;  Billy  Sobelman,  Vic- 
tory; Jimmy  Graff,  Hub;  Jack  Goldberg, 
Garden,  Belvedere  Gardens;  Ray  Robbins, 
Variety;  Phil  Greenbaum,  Mecca;  Jack 
Chasen,  Rosebud. 

Fred  V.  Cannata,  of  the  Horwitz  circuit, 
Houston,  Tex.,  is  vacationing  here  with  his 
family  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Bourke 
trekked  up  to  San  Fi-ancisco  to  see  the 
fair.  He  operates  the  Nuart  and  Tivoli 
in  Sawtelle  . . . A.  J.  O’Keefe  and  W.  J. 
Heineman,  Universal  sales  executives, 
pulled  in  from  a business  trip  to  Salt 
Lake  City  . . . Luncheon  trio:  Marty 
Solomon,  salesman  for  Ben  Judell’s  Pro- 
ducers Distributing  Corp.;  Harry  Myers, 
Columbia  office  manager,  and  Sam  Nath- 
anson  of  Coast  Pictures. 

In  for  bookings;  Earl  Strebe,  Newport 
Beach;  John  Menard  jr.,  Showshop,  Glen- 
dale; Seth  Perkins,  San-Val  Drive-In,  Bur- 
bank; Judge  LeRoy  Pawley,  Desert,  Indio; 
Simon  Lazarus,  Princess  and  Century; 
Isaac  Victor,  Victor,  Long  Beach;  Harry 
Hoffman,  Soboba,  San  Jacinto;  Dave  Ber- 
shon,  Leimert,  Leimert  Park;  Lou  Hetzger, 
Cabrillo  circuit;  Charles  Gore,  Gore  Bros.’ 
Lido;  George  Diamos,  Lyric  Amusement 
Co.,  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Sam  Cummins  has  taken  office  space 
at  Majestic  Pictures  to  establish  distribu- 
tion of  foreign-made  features.  Cummins 
had  general  American  distribution  rights 
to  “Ecstasy”  several  years  ago  . . . Street 
scene:  Ben  Bronstein,  local  circuit  opera- 
tor, airing  his  views  on  the  art  of  deep- 
sea  fishing  . . . William  Wagner,  head  of 
Wagner  Silhouette  marquee  letters,  has  re- 
turned to  his  Chicago  headquarters  after 
two  weeks  of  conferences  here. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
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^AR  seems  to  be  the  main  topic  of  con- 
versation these  days.  Many  of  the  film 
boys  are  regular  reserves  and  subject  to 
call,  most  of  them  in  the  flying  corps  . . . 
With  the  Ascap  test  case  soon  to  appear 
on  docket  in  Tacoma  and  theatres  pre- 
paring to  fight,  Ted  Harris  of  the  Trianon 
Ballroom  has  been  appointed  by  his  branch 
of  the  business  to  contact  various  night 
club  and  tavern  owners  to  get  them  set 
for  the  legal  battle  , , . Jim  Hone,  execu- 
tive-secretary of  the  MPTO,  is  a little  put 
out  at  the  actions  of  the  Seattle  police 
department.  Jim  and  his  wife  were  driv- 
ing to  a friend’s  home  for  dinner  when 
they  were  ordered  to  pull  over  to  the  curb 
by  a prowler  car  crew.  The  law  boys 
claimed  Jim  was  driving  a stolen  car. 
They  made  him  drive  to  the  station  where 
he  then  identified  himself  and  was  allowed 
to  go  with  his  character  still  pure.  Jim 
is  still  mumbling  about  a citizen’s  rights. 

Speakmg  of  traffic  laws,  Victor  Meyers, 
lieutenant  governor  of  Washington,  owes 
the  Portland  traffic  department  $5.  Vic's 
car  ivas  listed  on  the  “pickup"  list  for 
Portland  and  a ivarrant  issued  for  five 
fixless  tags.  One  tag  was  dismissed  as  the 
usual  courtesy  but  after  one  citation  the 
trouble  starts.  Vic  has  mailed  in  the  five 
bucks  . . . Mrs.  Harry  Usher,  well  knotvn 
here,  has  been  notified  that  her  hobby  and 
her  explanation  of  it.  will  appear  in  the 
forthcoming  issue  of  “Strange  as  It  Seems,’’ 
distributed  by  Universal.  The  hobby  is 
making  scrapbooks  about  President  Roose- 
velt . . . The  Rialto  ran  smack  into  trouble 
again.  The  house  is  now  dark  after  mem- 
bers of  the  Motion  Picture  Operators 
Union,  Local  154,  were  called  out  by  a 
union  official  who  hired  a sound  truck  to 
broadcast  the  strike  message  from  the 
street  outside  the  theatre.  Union  officials 
said  the  strike  was  called  because  of  wage 
troubles.  To  avoid  any  possibility  of  vio- 
lence. the  union  in  place  of  sending  a 
delegate  into  the  theatre  to  call  out  the 
employes,  used  the  sound  truck. 

Most  distinguished  visitor  of  the  week 
was  Ruby  Keeler  (Mrs.  A1  Jolsonh  who 
came  to  give  her  youngest  sister.  Marjorie, 
a good  sendoff  when  she  opened  a two- 
week  engagement  at  the  Ranch,  one  of 
Seattle’s  top  night  spots.  Two  other  sis- 
ters flew  to  Seattle  from  Hollywood  with 
Ruby,  They  are  Gertrude  Keeler  and  Mrs. 
Michael  Newman.  The  three  visitors 
dropped  in  unexpectedly  on  their  younger 
sister  and  their  mother,  Mrs,  Ralph  Keeler, 
who  travels  with  Marjorie  on  her  dancing 
tours,  Mrs.  Jolson  said  that  A1  was  in 
New  York  where  he  went  to  witness  the 
Armstrong-Ambers  scrap. 

Sendmg  and  receiving  of  a television 
program  in  Seattle  was  accomplished  for 
the  first  time  this  week.  It  was  witnessed 
by  a select  group  of  civic  leaders,  netvs- 
papermen  and  others  vitally  interested. 
Four  local  artists  played  musical  instru- 
ments in  one  room  and  the  receiving  sets 
in  the  next  room  reproduced  the  program 
and  images  on  an  upright  mirror  . . . 
First  giveaways  in  a downtown  house  in 
rr.any  moons  finds  the  Liberty  advertising 
free  candy  for  kiddies  attending  a special 


Saturday  morning  matinee.  Boys  and  girls 
betiveen  9 and  11a.  m.  receive  a free  candy 
bar  . . . Popcorn  Smith,  gettmg  an  order 
for  popcorn  from  Bill  Kienitz  in  Hono- 
lulu.  Bill  uses  8,000  pounds  of  popcorn  a 
month. 

The  Green  Lake  'Theatre  celebrated  its 
second  anniversary  this  week  with  the 
presidents  of  the  Green  Lake  Commercial 
and  Green  Lake  Community  clubs  in  active 
charge  of  the  program.  Special  stage  at- 
tractions, contests,  street  dancing,  search- 
lights, fireworks  and  everything  that  goes 
to  make  a celebration  was  used.  L.  O. 
Lukan,  manager  of  the  theatre,  had  his 
hands  full  handling  the  crowds  and  the 
whole  party  was  a great  success  . , , Mar- 
tin Brown  of  the  Avenue  Theatre  in  Yaki- 
ma is  walking  around  in  a daze  handing 
out  cigars.  To  save  a lot  of  conversation, 
Martin  just  tacked  a sign  on  the  cigar 
box  lid  reading  “It’s  a boy,”  Mama  and 
son  are  doing  great.  Congrats!  . . . Vir- 
gil Rogers,  former  booker  for  the  Circle, 
Atlas  and  Rialto  theatres,  has  settled  in 
Portland  where  he  has  opened  the  Star 
Theatre,  featuring  double  bills  and  a tab 
show  on  the  stage  . . . Mickey  Carney  of 
Enumclaw,  back  at  the  theatre  after  the 
vacation  but  getting  around  on  crutches. 
A sprained  ankle  is  the  cause  of  the  hob- 
bling. 

Give  Portland  credit.  They  have  just 
completed  their  golf  tournament  and  they 
promoted  so  many  prizes  that  everyone 
entering  the  contest  got  something.  The 
gang  from  Seattle  who  attended  were  tick- 
led pink.  Among  those  getting  prizes  were 
J.  T.  Sheffield,  his  daughter  Mary.  Guy 
and  Mrs.  Navarre.  Be7i  and  Mrs.  Shearer. 


Telenews  Opening  Set 

San  Francisco — Managed  by  Ellis  Levy 
the  new  Telenews  Theatre  will  open  Sep- 
tember 2.  The  new  plant  will  house  a 
recreation  lounge,  a news  library  and  a 
radio  studio. 


Into  Portland — 

John  Danz,  left,  operator  of  the  Sterl- 
ing Theatres  m Seattle,  who  this 
month  extended  his  string  into  Port- 
land with  the  leasing  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre.  He  operates  several  houses 
in  eastern  Oregon.  Albert  Forman, 
brother  of  Bill  Forman,  ge^ieral  man- 
ager for  Danz,  who  becomes  supervisor 
for  the  circuit  in  Portland  and  Ore- 
gon. Ron  Harrington  will  manage 
the  Orpheum. 


Eddie  Miller  and  many  others  who  are  too 
bashful  about  their  name  in  print  . . . 
W.  B.  McDonald  of  the  Avalon  Theatre  in 
Olympia  took  a gang  on  his  new  boat, 
Charlotte  H.  I?i  the  party  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Junior  Mercy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Pea- 
cock, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Beckman  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McDonald.  They  cruised  around 
Windermere  and  did  a little  swimming, 
winding  up  the  day  with  a dinner  at  the 
Film  Club  aiid  then  to  the  Show  Box. 
Must  say  the  boys  looked  real  cute  with 
their  figleaf  bathing  suits  . . . With  the 
ferry  strike  over,  the  Island  gang  is  back 
to  normal.  Oiily  one  guy  got  caught  nap- 
ping, George  Blair  of  Filmrow’s  Rendez- 
vous. George  drove  his  car  to  Colman 
dock  and  went  home  on  a friend’s  boat. 
The  iiext  morning  the  strike  was  over  and 
the  ferries  were  running.  George  took  the 
regular  ferry  aiid  had  to  thumb  his  way 
eight  miles  to  reach  the  spot  where  he  left 
his  car. 

Polks  on  the  Row  who  were  betting  that 
Fi-ed  Mercy  sr.  wouldn’t  last  out  a week 
in  the  wilds  of  Vancouver  Island  are  pay- 
ing off.  Not  only  did  Senior  stick  out  the 
week  at  Campbell  River,  but  he  hung  up 
an  all-time  fishing  record  for  the  Mercy 
family  by  catching  two  tyee  salmon,  34 
and  38  pounds,  respectively.  Hal  Gilles- 
pie, the  Mercy  chain’s  publicity  demon, 
caught  a pair  of  salmon  five  pounds 
heavier,  but  Gil  is  the  Izaak  Walton  of 
the  Yakima  Valley  . . . The  show  gang 
was  shocked  to  hear  that  Beverly  Cogh- 
lan,  daughter  of  Willard  Coghlan,  Ever- 
green Theatre  executive  in  Spokane,  may 
lose  the  sight  of  one  eye  as  a result  of  a 
bicycling  collision  with  a streetcar  . . . 
John  Paul  Sullivan,  son  of  A.  J.  Sullivan 
of  National  Screen  Service,  on  the  Row — 
and  above — his  dad.  John  Paul  stands  6 
feet  2I4  inches  in  his  stocking  feet. 

J.  T.  Sheffield,  home  from  a six-week 
trip  during  which  he  visited  in  North  Caro- 
lina, New  York,  Washington,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Denver.  Butte  and  other  cities  . . . 
Walter  Graham,  returning  in  his  plane 
from  Alaska.  He  flew  from  Seattle  to 
Nome  in  20  hours  and  teas  only  19  hours 
071  the  retur7i  trip.  Alle7i  Blum  accom- 
pa7iied  Imn  . . . Bill  Parker  is  doing  a lot 
of  com77iuti7ig  by  plane  these  days  in  the 
interest  of  “Oz.”  Bill  flew  in  from  Spo- 
ka7ie,  Tuesday,  out  to  Portland  Wednes- 
day, back  to  Seattle  Saturday,  to  Portland 
Mo7iday,  back  Tuesday,  arid  Wednesday  off 
again  to  Portland  . . . L.  J.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Ginley,  Les  and  Mrs.  Theuerkauf  and 
Herndon  Edmond,  attending  the  opening 
of  Paul  Volkman’s  new  theatre  in  Wapato. 
After  the  opening,  McGinley  left  to  re- 
sume his  air  tour  for  Universal.  He  joins 
Bill  Heineman  and  Al  O’Keefe  in  San 
Francisco  . . . Charlotte  Tabor,  spending 
her  vacation  in  Alaska  . . . Mrs.  MacRu- 
benfeld,  home  from  her  vacation  on  Lummi 
Island. 

Henry  Sonnenshine,  accompanied  by  his 
son  here  for  the  opening  of  Premier  Pic- 
tures exchange  of  which  he  is  general 
manager  . . . Spyros  Skouras,  his  secre- 
tary John  Healy,  and  his  son  Spyros  jr,, 
on  to  Hollywood  after  a conference  with 
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Hamrick-Evergreen  executives  and  mana- 
gers. At  the  conference  from  out  of  town 
were  A1  Finkelstein,  Herb  Sobottka,  Prank 
Newman  jr.,  Roy  Brown,  Mose  Mesher,  Ron 
Harrington  and  Mike  Newman,  all  from 
Portland;  Joe  Rosenfield,  Oscar  Nyberg, 
Russell  Brown,  Buck  Searle  and  Ernie 
Rose,  from  Spokane;  Morrie  Nimmer  from 
Wenatchee;  Jim  O’Donnell  from  Eugene, 
Ore.;  A1  Baker  and  Bill  Monahan  and 
Mrs.  Mathes  from  Bellingham;  Billy  Hart- 
ford and  Jimmy  Andrus,  Everett;  Hal  Mur- 
phy, Olympia;  Pete  Peterson,  Bremerton 
. . . Bill  Shartin,  spending  a weekend  with 
the  Jimmy  O’Neals  on  Vashion  Island  . . . 
John  and  Mrs.  Hamrick,  off  to  Banff  and 
Lake  Louise  . . . George  Hutchins,  who 
will  open  his  new  Dishman  Theatre  near 
Spokane  on  September  15,  busy  on  the 
Row  making  arrangements  for  his  various 
programs. 

Jack  Kirk  of  the  Grand  Theatre  with 
Doris  Lewis  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  Ken- 
nedy of  Portland,  to  Hollywood  and  a 
visit  to  Metro  studios  . . . O.  M.  Durham, 
reporting  a fine  openmg  of  his  Mission 
Theatre  in  Mount  Vernon  . . . Girls  of 
the  M-G-M  exchange,  throwing  a sur- 
prise shower  for  Bernice  Zimmerman  who 
recently  married  Bill  Kelly  . . . Harriet 
Lamb,  coming  through  the  operation  in 
fine  shape  . . . Heal  Walton,  back  from 
the  business  trip  to  San  Francisco  . . . 
Bob  Scott  of  the  Lyric  Theatre  in  Van- 
couver, B.  C.,  spending  some  time  here 
and  talking  of  old  times  . . . Madge  Spear, 
spending  some  time  with  her  dad  in  Sum- 
ner . . . Ted  Harris,  buying  a new  house 
and  he  and  the  wife  spending  all  their 
spare  time  prettying  it  up  ..  . Lloyd 
Lamb,  signing  up  most  of  the  circuits  and 
independent  theatres  for  his  theatre  pro- 
gram, Movi-News  . . . Elsbeth  Hofmann, 
getting  a contract  to  appear  in  two  plays 
at  the  Erie  Playhouse  in  Erie,  Pa.  She 
will  leave  the  Showboat  cast  of  “Dinner 
at  Eight”  at  the  end  of  its  run. 

"Each  Dawn  I Die"  Held 
In  13  Key  Situations 

New  York — Warner  Bros.’  “Each  Dawn 
I Die’’  has  been  held  over  in  13  key  situa- 
tions to  date,  according  to  latest  reports 
at  the  home  office.  The  film  has  gone 
into  extra  weeks  at  the  following  theatres: 

Paramount,  Brooklyn;  Hippodrome, 
Cleveland:  Branford,  Newark;  Capitol, 
Springfield;  Pox,  Philadelphia;  Metropoli- 
tan, Boston;  Mary  Anderson,  Louisville; 
Orpheum,  Seattle,  and  the  New  York 
Strand. 

The  feature  has  gone  into  a continuous 
first  run  at  the  Stanley,  Atlantic  City; 
the  Missouri,  St.  Louis;  the  Regent,  Roch- 
ester; and  the  Echo,  Syracuse. 


Relight  San  Andreas 

Sakt  Andreas,  Cal.  — The  San  Andreas 
Theatre  here  has  been  relighted  under  the 
management  of  James  Anderson  and  Rod 
Rodney.  Anderson  formerly  was  with  Glen 
Rice’s  Beverly  Hillbillies  and  Rodney  has 
served  in  all  phases  of  theatre  business 
for  the  past  25  years. 


New  Lament  Is  Opened 

Lamont,  Cal. — The  new  Lamont  Theatre, 
owned  by  the  Darling  Bros,  circuit,  has 
been  opened.  It  is  a 700-seater. 


John  Danz  Is  Preparing 
Plans  for  New  Season 

Seattle — John  Danz,  president  of  Ster- 
ling Chain,  is  keeping  his  theatre  crews 
busy  these  days  in  preparation  for  the  fall 
season.  The  Uptown  Theatre,  closed  for 
some  time,  will  reopen  September  1,  with 
a foreign  picture  policy.  Frank  Jenkins, 
at  present  manager  of  the  Arabian,  will 
handle  the  Uptown.  Danz  has  set  Sep- 
tember 8 as  the  reopening  date  of  the 
Palomar  Theatre  with  the  new  policy  un- 
der which  the  Warner  product,  recently 
contracted  for,  will  be  introduced. 

The  Palomar,  offering  a policy  of  dou- 
ble bills  and  vaudeville,  will  close  for  one 
week,  right  after  Labor  Day,  to  undergo 
remodeling.  New  policy  will  ’ce  single  bills 
and  vaudeville.  Plans  are  being  formed 
to  make  the  opening  a gala  event  with 
several  stars  from  Hollywood  appearing  in 
person. 

The  Orpheum  Theatre  in  Portland  be- 
gins its  career  as  a Sterling  house  Sep- 
tember 1,  presenting  pictures  and  vaude- 
ville. A1  Forman,  brother  of  Bill,  the  gen- 
eral manager  of  Danz  Sterling  theatres, 
will  be  the  new  manager  of  the  Port- 
land Orpheum.  Jack  Sampson,  publicity 
head  for  the  chain,  is  dividing  his  time 
between  both  cities,  Seattle  and  Portland, 
until  the  house  gets  going. 


SAILT  IILAKIE 

TOHN  GRIFFIN,  who  owns  the  Orpheum 

Theatre  at  Chinook,  Mont.,  and  gets  into 
Salt  Lake  City  about  once  a year,  was  a 
Filmrow  visitor.  Griffin  recently  opened 
the  Gem  Theatre  . . . Also  visiting  was 
A.  M.  Russell  of  Bozeman,  Mont.,  operator 
of  three  theatres  in  Montana  . . . Another 
visitor  was  C.  M.  Pace  of  the  Delta  The- 
atre at  Pace,  Utah. 

Herschel  Stewart,  in  charge  of  territorial 
operations  for  Fox  West  Coast,  is  back 
from  the  recent  regional  meeting  at  Den- 
ver . . . Bill  Seib,  Columbia  branch  mana- 
ger, attended  a meeting  of  managers  at 
Denver.  Supervisor  Robert  Hill  of  the  Salt 
Lake  City  and  Denver  districts  also  at- 
tended. “Golden  Boy”  was  previewed  . . . 
W.  W.  McKendrick,  Monogram  branch 
manager,  made  an  extended  sales  trip  into 
Nevada  and  Idaho  . . . F.  H.  Smith,  Para- 
mount manager,  has  returned  from  a busi- 
ness trip  in  Montana.  District  Manager 
George  A.  Smith  arrived  here  from  Los 
Angeles  to  hold  a conference  with  the  sales 
staff.  His  7iext  stop  is  Denver. 

George  Scott  paid  a surprise  visit  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  according  to  Miss  Nina 
Scott,  his  sister  of  the  Sheffield-Republic 
offices.  Scott  is  with  the  Paramount  stu- 
dios. Lee  Scott,  office  manager  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.,  is  George’s 
brother  . . . Manager  G.  S.  Pinnell  of  Shef- 
field-Republic, is  working  in  the  Idaho 
territory  . . . J.  T.  Sheffield  left  here  re- 
cently to  return  to  Seattle  to  confer  with 
Western  Division  Sales  Manager  Grover  C. 
Parsons  of  Republic.  En  route  back  from 
the  recent  New  York  convention,  Sheffield 
stopped  off  at  Detroit  and  bought  a new 
Cadillac,  driving  all  the  way  to  Seattle. 

KDYL  in  Salt  Lake  City  broadcast  the 


COMBS,  who  now  owns  the  Ideal  The- 
atre at  Burns  and  the  Cameo  at  New- 
berg,  is  taking  over  the  Liberty  at  Camas 
and  the  Roxy  at  Washougal  September  1, 
buying  out  the  Mercy  circuit  in  those 
spots  of  Yakima  . . . Ron  Harrington,  who 
has  been  managing  Hamrick-Evergreen ’s 
Liberty  and  was  to  take  over  at  the  New 
Rivoli  when  that  circuit  takes  over  the 
house,  will  be  back  on  his  old  stamping 
ground  as  resident  manager  of  John  Danz’ 
Orpheum  this  week.  A1  Forman  will  be- 
come supervisor  for  the  Danz  theatres  in 
Oregon.  Outside  the  Orpheum  in  Port- 
land there  are  several  in  eastern  Ore- 
gon, according  to  Bill  Forman,  general 
manager  for  Danz,  who  operates  the  Sterl- 
ing circuit  in  Seattle. 

Bill  Parker  of  M-G-M’ s Seattle  head- 
quarters flew  into  Portland  twice  last  week 
on  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  and  took  in  the 
golf  tournament  at  the  same  time  . . . 
Sammy  Siegel  made  a rush  trip  down  from 
the  Puget  Sound  city  on  “Four  Feathers” 
. . . Spotted  on  the  Row  during  the  week: 
Dick  Fisk  of  Bandon  and  Ted  Francis  of 
Newberg  ...  Ed  Bramwell,  Universal’s 
poster  clerk,  is  away  on  his  vacation  . . . 
Archie  Holt  is  back  from  San  Francisco 
and  the  Fair  . . . Millice^it  Smith,  Tom 
Shearer’s  secretary,  is  back  at  her  desk 
after  a sojourn  in  the  country  . . . Herb 
Sobottka  of  Hamrick-Evergreen  took  a trip 
to  Eugene  to  see  about  a world’s  premiere 
of  RKO’s  “Abraham  Lincoln  in  Illinois.” 

Mike  Nevionan  of  Columbia  made  a fly- 
ing trip  through  Portland  in  the  interests 
of  “Golden  Boy”  . . . A1  Finkelstein  is 
moving  his  family  back  to  Portland  from 
the  beach  on  Labor  Day  . . . George  Roy 
of  the  New  State  Theatre  in  Eugene  was 
listed  among  the  passengers  of  the  Panama 
Pacific  liner  City  of  Neioport  when  she 
left  San  Francisco  Sunday  for  New  York, 
via  Panama  and  Havana. 

Appeal  of  Screen  Adettes,  Inc.,  from 
the  action  of  the  censor  board  in  con- 
demning the  French  picture,  Golgotha,”  a 
story  of  the  life  of  Christ,  will  be  heard 
by  the  city  council  September  7 . . . 
Changes  in  the  censorship  ordinance  to 
authorize  the  board  to  designate  certam 
places  at  lohich  picture  must  be  viewed 
and  to  give  the  board  more  time  in  which 
to  view  them  have  been  pased  by  the 
city  council.  While  it  has  been  the  practice 
to  show  films  to  the  censors  at  certain 
places,  question  recently  was  raised  as  to 
the  legal  authority  to  do  so. 


official  Salt  Lake  City  welcome  to  the  17 
little  orphan  girls  en  route  to  Hollywood 
to  be  the  guests  of  Linda  Ware  at  the  pre- 
miere of  “The  Star  Maker.”  The  show  ivas 
aired  directly  from  the  trackside  at  the 
Unio7i  Pacific  Depot  in  Salt  Lake  City  . . . 
Orin  J.  Hazen  of  the  Service  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co.  reports  mstallation  of  new  equip- 
me7it  in  John  Griffin’s  Jiew  Grand  Theatre 
at  Chmook,  Mont.  Service  also  seated  two 
new  theatres  at  Chester  and  Harlem,  Mont., 
which  are  owned  by  Carl  Veseth,  who  also 
operates  in  Malta. 
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J^AL  KLEIN  of  the  local  Columbia  ex- 
change has  just  returned  from  his 
vacation.  He  covered  Yellowstone  and  Sun 
Valley  . . . Columbia  had  a preview  of 
“Golden  Boy”  for  the  trade  at  the  Alham- 
bra Theatre  here  last  week.  Much  acclaim 
and  all  that  . . . H.  Bruce  Sholes  of  the 
local  Alexander  Prevue  Co.  reports  that 
bossman  Harold  Schwartz,  the  general 
manager  of  Alexander,  is  expected  here 
next  week  to  formally  open  the  local  of- 
fice and  will  innovate  the  24-hour  service 
to  Los  Angeles  and  36  hours  to  Portland 
service  . . . And  by-the-by,  H.  Bruce  has 
joined  the  four-pointer  club,  bagging  one 
last  weekend  in  northern  California. 

Doc  Henning  of  the  Pacific  Premium 
Co.  here  has  sojourned  to  Los  Angeles  for 
a short  stay  . . . Marcel  Chiniquy  and  wife 
of  the  Defiance  Fan  Co.  of  Los  Angeles 
was  here  in  town  on  business  and  seeing 
the  town  . . . They  visited  quite  a bit  with 
the  Rileys  of  Pacific  Coast  Theatrical  Sup- 
ply Co.  here  . . . Columbia  is  boasting  of  a 
neiolywed.  E.  T.  “Torrey”  Roberts,  Sacra- 
mento Valley  salesman  for  Columbia,  was 
just  married  to  Ocel  Linderman.  They 
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\^ITH  all  first  runs  doing  average  or 
better,  “The  Star  Maker”  packed  the 
Denham  to  have  the  best  comparative 
gross  of  the  week,  and  is  being  held  over 
at  the  Denham.  A circus  on  the  stage 
at  the  Denver  accounted  for  much  of  the 
business  at  this  house,  where  “Winter 
Carnival”  was  the  screen  fare.  And  it  was 
run  like  a circus — with  prize  packages  of 
candy  hawked  in  the  aisles.  A trained 
elephant  was  included  in  the  acts. 

The  Fox  houses  in  Denver  are  adding 
a $200  Bank  Night  to  their  usual  Ford 
and  piano  giveaways  on  Tuesdays.  The 
Ford  is  given  away  every  week,  the  piano 
and  cash  will  be  offered  to  the  first  ticket 
holder,  and  if  not  won  the  cash  builds 
. . . Tom  Ward,  new  assistant  manager  at 
the  State,  is  the  proud  daddy  of  a baby 
boy,  Richard  . . . Ollie  Wog,  who  has  sold 
out  of  Denver  previously , has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Los  Angeles  Universal  ex- 
change to  Denver,  where  he  succeeds  Carl 
Mock,  moved  to  Indianapolis. 

Ross  Bluck,  assistant  manager  at  the 
RKO  exchange,  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a 
vacation  to  Salt  Lake,  and  in  the  moun- 
tains between  there  and  Denver.  While  in 
Salt  Lake  Ross  attended  the  film  picnic, 
and  together  with  Eddie  Loy,  former  film 
salesman  of  Denver,  they  put  on  an  act 
that  wowed  them  . . . Nat  Wolfe,  manager 
of  the  Commercial  Film  exchange,  is  back 
after  a hurried  trip  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
in  an  attempt  to  see  his  mother  alive  again. 
He  was  too  late,  but  stayed  until  after  the 
fimeral. 

Homer  Ellison,  former  Denverite  and 
now  a National  Theatre  Supply  salesman 
out  of  Kansas  City,  was  seen  on  the  Row 
visiting  friends  . . . Fred  Flanagan  has 
moved  his  equipment  from  his  theatre 


were  married  in  Reno  and  celebrated  all 
over  the  state  of  Nevada. 

United  Artists  Harry  Harrison  is  back 
after  a fruitful  vacation  . . . Lorraine  Col- 
man,  inspectress  at  20th-Fox  is  back  after 
her  vacation  . . . Formerly  a booker  for 
Metro  Exchange  here  and  in  other 
branches.  Jack  Jacobs  has  just  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  salesman  for  the 
same  exchange  here  . . . Over  at  the  Mono- 
gram the  new  boss.  Bill  Duggan,  and  his 
crew  were  all  previewing  the  new  Mono- 
gram film  “Irish  Luck”  with  Frankie 
Darro.  The  preview  was  held  at  Gerald 
Karski’s  Motion  Picture  Service  Co.  here. 
Gerald  has  just  returned  from  a trip  up 
north  and  east. 

A new  aunt  has  broken  out  in  our  midst 
— and  none  other  than  Nell  Warner  of  the 
local  Republic  exchange.  The  newcomer 
is  a girl  and  was  born  in  Saint  Francis 
Hospital  here  . . . Jim  Riley  of  Pacific 
Coast  Theatrical  Supply  has  just  installed 
new  chairs  in  the  Richmond  Bowl  in 
Richmond,  Cal.,  which  will  open  October 
15  . . . Joan  Warfield,  wife  of  the  assistant 
manager  of  the  Warfield  Theatre  here  and 
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at  Vona,  Colo.,  to  Seibert,  Colo.  Fred  also 
operated  at  Stratton,  Colo.  . . . Harry 
McDonald  and  his  booker.  Bob  Spawn,  of 
Torrington,  Wyo.,  were  seen  on  the  Row 
intervieiving  bookers  and  exchange  man- 
agers. 

The  Armstrong-Ambers  fight  pictures 
w^ent  into  the  Paramount  for  first  run 
and  follow  up  with  the  Tabor.  They  are 
stirring  up  a lot  of  interest  and  creating 
much  talk  about  the  referee’s  decision 
. . . Signed  up  to  run  M-G-M  product 
exclusively  the  Plaza,  usually  a dime  grind, 
is  boosting  its  price  to  15  cents.  M-G-M 
has  enough  product  backed  up  to  operate 
the  house  for  several  months  and  Dave 
Cockrill  intends  giving  the  plan  a thorough 
tryout. 

Chas.  Klein  of  the  Black  Hills  Amuse- 
ment Co.  flies  in  for  business  conferences 
from  his  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  headquarters 
. . . Rose  Agren,  efficient  office  manager 
and  booker  at  the  Monogram  exchange, 
is  back  from  a vacation  and  feeling  fit 
for  another  year  of  work  . . . Ben  Fish, 
sales  majiager  for  the  western  district  of 
United  Artists,  is  here  for  a few  days  con- 
ferring with  Earl  Collins,  manager,  and 
others  of  the  Denver  exchange. 

Leo  Adler,  United  Artists  auditor,  is 
here  for  three  weeks  checking  the  books 
at  the  local  exchange.  Leo  just  put  in  his 
vacation  at  Brook  Forest  Inn  near  here, 
and  said  he  never  spent  a more  enjoyable 
two  weeks  any  place  . . . Sam  Feinstein, 
Lusk,  Wyo.,  who  operates  there  and  also 
in  Nebraska,  was  in  a serious  auto  acci- 
dent, in  which  he  received  severe  cuts 
about  the  face,  and  passengers  in  his 
car  also  were  taken  to  the  hospital.  Sam’s 
car  was  demolished  in  the  crash. 


also  the  switchboard  genius  for  Fox  West 
Coast  here,  will  vacation  in  Hollywood 
with  Geneva  Fisher,  former  Peggy  O’Neill 
line  coach  . . . Hilda  Ginn’s  offices  in  the 
Golden  Gate  building  is  being  remodeled. 
Hilda  is  the  manager-secretary  of  the 
California  Theatres  Association,  Inc.,  here. 

Sol  Lesser  just  returned  from  a vaca- 
tion in  British  Columbia  . . . Everell  How- 
eU  and  his  family  have  just  left  to  view  the 
same  country.  Howell  is  the  operator  of 
the  Mananchi  and  Molino  in  Portersville. 

. . . It  is  reported  Charlie  Holtz  may  re- 
linquish his  partnership  in  the  Sierra  in 
Sacramento  and  the  Blumenfeld  Circuit 
is  building  another  house  in  Sacramento 
. . . Another  report  going  the  rounds  is 
there  is  a big  change  in  management  of 
the  Nasser’s  houses  due  . . . Mike  Luft  of 
the  Varsity  in  Davis  was  here  in  town  and 
could  do  nothing  but  talk  of  his  newly  ac- 
quired missus  of  three  weeks. 

General  Theatres  Inc.,  is  moving  to  new 
offices  this  week  in  the  same  building  . . . 
Wally  Foehan  is  back  after  a very  success- 
ful tour  of  the  north  ...  A.  C.  Fisher, 
operator  of  the  Bly,  Ore.  and  Doris,  Cal. 
theatres  is  thinking  of  opening  two  new 
houses  in  southern  Oregon  . . . Louis  Leib, 
formerly  of  the  Rex  in  Klamath  Falls, 
Ore.,  is  checking  through  Oregon  and 
California  for  a suitable  spot  for  a new 
house  . . . Another  member  of  the  four- 
pointer  club  is  R.  O.  Bemis  of  the  Walter 
Preddy  Theatrical  Supply  Co.  staff.  He 
bagged  his  over  last  weekend  . . . William 
Peters  of  the  Esealon  is  remodeling  his 
theatre  and  installing  new  equipment. 

Scratchings  along  the  Row:  Tom  Bel- 
lasas,  Roxie,  in  Stickton;  Harry  Brown, 
State,  Marysville  . . . J.  Leslie  Jacobs,  local 
realty  man,  is  here  after  his  vacation  and 
already  has  a deal  on  the  fire  . . . Wally 
Feehan  covered  5,000  miles  on  his  trip 
north  . . . E,  V.  Clover  of  the  Rex  Theatre 
in  Oreville  was  seen  along  the  Row  . . . 
Eddie  Robinson  of  the  Western  Poster 
Troupe  is  vacationing  ...  A.  Fakada  of 
Hanford  is  here  . . . Ditto  Ray  Kelsal  of 
San  Jose  and  Dan  Tocchini  of  Sebastopol 
. . . Dan  Nunan’s  brother  Harry  also  was 
visiting  here  in  town  last  week  . . . Ditto 
Dave  Bolton  of  Santa  Rosa  . . . Gladys 
Pauli,  contract  clerk  at  the  Warner  ex- 
change, is  vacationing  . . . Also  Paula  Sil- 
verstein  of  Warner  ...  V.  Preston,  Warner 
booker,  is  back  from  his  vacation  down 
south  . . . The  Warner  Club  is  planning  a 
mammoth  wienie  roast  at  Sigmund  Stern 
Grove  sometime  in  October. 


Esquire  Opens  Sept,  2 

San  Francisco  — Blumenfeld  Circuit’s 
newly  remodeled  American  Theatre  will 
reopen  September  2 as  a first-run  Warner 
house  under  the  new  name  of  the  Esquire. 
“I  Stole  a Million”  and  “When  Tomorrow 
Comes”  v/ill  headline  the  first  showing.  A 
gala  opening  party  is  planned. 


Gustine  Opens  at  Sanger 
San  Francisco — William  Gustine’s  Star 
Theatre  in  Sanger,  Cal.,  opened  September 
1.  Many  Filmrowites  attended  the  opening. 


Fukada  Building  ai  Sanger 
San  Francisco — A.  Fukada  of  Hanford 
is  building  a new  theatre  in  Sanger,  Cal. 
The  house  will  be  ready  in  the  near  future. 
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Indiana  70  % Against  Code;  Is 
65  % lor  Neely,  Says  ATOI 

Indianapolis — Seventy  per  cent  of  Indiana  exhibitors  were  against  adoption  of 
the  proposed  trade  practice  code  before  it  was  condemned  by  the  department  of 
justice,  according  to  a statement  issued  by  the  Associated  Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana. 

Taking  exception  to  the  recent  Boxoffice  code  survey  wherein  Indiana  was 
revealed  as  50-50  on  the  code  adoption  question,  the  ATOI  office  here  said  that  the 
results  of  its  poll  “are  not  at  all  surprising  and  in  line  with  estimates  of  the 
Association.” 


The  same  ATOI  poll  revealed,  according  to  the 
Indiana  exhibitors  are  in  favor  of  the  Neely  bill. 

statement,  that 

65  per  cent  of 

The  questionnaire  distributed  by  ATOI, 

and  the 

results  revealed: 

Question 

In  Favor 

Against 

Didn’t  Vote 

1. 

Are  you  in  favor  of  the  proposed  Fair 
Trade  Practice  Code? 

30% 

70% 

2. 

Are  you  in  accord  with  Allied's  rejec- 
tion of  the  Code? 

78% 

17% 

5% 

3. 

Do  you  agree  with  the  ATOI  Board  in 
approving  the  Allied  rejection  of  the 
code?  

76% 

14% 

10% 

4. 

Are  you  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the 
Neely  Bill?  

65% 

35% 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Boxoffice  question  concerning  the  code  did  not  con- 
dition replies  upon  organizational  or  factional  loyalty,  was  circulated  impartially 
to  ATOI  members  and  non-members,  disclosed  the  following  consensus  of  Indiana 
exhibitors : 

"Does  the  proposed  Trade  Practice  Code  meet  with 
your  approval? 

Yes:  50%  No:  50% 

The  national  reaction  was  67  per  cent  in  favor  of  the  code’s  adoption.  The 
Boxoffice  survey  appeared  on  pages  four  and  five  of  all  editions  for  August  5. 


Furlher  Questioning 
Ahead  for  Myers 

Chicago — Continuation  of  the  deposi- 
tion of  Sam  Myers,  one  of  the  defendants 
in  the  anti-trust  monopoly  suit  of  Prank 
Ford,  was  scheduled  for  late  this  week  or 
early  next  week  in  the  office  of  Louis 
Jacobson,  attorney  for  Ford.  Other  de- 
fendants are  B&K  and  the  major  dis- 
tributors. 

Myers  was  examined  at  length  last  Fri- 
day (August  25)  by  Jacobson,  with  Henry 
Schuchat,  commissioner,  appointed  by  the 
federal  court,  presiding.  Also  present  were 
Aaron  Stein,  attorney  for  Myers,  and  Miles 
Seeley  of  the  legal  firm  of  Mayer,  Meyer, 
Austrian  & Platt,  attorneys  for  the  other 
defendants. 

Asked  about  his  backgroimd  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  business,  Myers  reviewed  his 
career.  He  said  that  his  Teatro  del  Lago 
in  Wilmette  played  ahead  of  the  Evans- 
ton Varsity  Theatre  when  the  latter  was 
an  independent,  but  that  in  1932  when  the 
Varsity  was  taken  over  by  B&K  that  the 
Teatro  del  Lago  was  relegated  to  a clear- 
ance period  playing  after  the  Evanston 
house. 

He  added  that  the  NBA  code  board  in 
1933  ruled  against  him  in  his  appeal  to 
have  the  Teatro  del  Lago  placed  ahead 
of  the  Varsity.  On  that  code  board  were 
Walter  Immerman  of  B&K;  Felix  Mendels- 
sohn, then  M-G-M  branch  manager;  J.  J. 
Rubens,  Great  States;  Nate  Wolf,  Lane- 
Court  Theatre,  and  Allen  Usher,  then 
Paramount  branch  manager.  He  added 
that  the  late  Aaron  Saperstein,  then  presi- 
dent of  Allied  of  Illinois,  later  succeeded 
Immerman  as  a member  of  the  board. 


Publix-Great  States  Buys 
Republic  s New  Product 

Chicago — Republic  has  closed  a deal  for 
its  1939-40  product  with  the  Publix-Great 
States  circuit,  covering  75  theatres  in  Illi- 
nois and  Indiana. 

Deal  was  closed  for  Republic  by  J.  R. 
Grainger,  president;  Irving  Nfandel,  Chi- 
cago franchise  owner;  Max  Roth,  midwest 
district  sales  manager,  and  Harry  Lorch, 
Chicago  branch  manager,  and  for  the  cir- 
cuit by  J.  J.  Rubens,  Henry  Stickelmaier 
and  John  Dromey. 


Bailey  Circuit's  Seventh 
Opened  in  Washington 

Washington,  III. — The  Bailey  circuit  has 
opened  its  newest  house,  the  seventh  in 
its  chain.  Named  after  the  county,  it  is 
called  the  Tazewell  Theatre.  The  house 
seats.  400  persons.  Sam  Traynor  is  general 
manager  of  the  circuit,  in  charge  of  opera- 
tion. 


Fargo  to  Woodward 

Sycamore,  III. — ^Walter  Woodward  of 
Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  has  taken  over  the 
Fargo  Theatre  here. 


Campaign  on  Bingo 
Is  Bearing  Fruit 

Milwaukee — That  the  drive  being  car- 
ried on  here  by  small  merchants  and  the- 
atre men  to  outlaw  Bingo  is  bearing  fruit 
is  evidenced  by  the  announcement  from  the 
Farmer-Labor  Progressive  Federation -So- 
cialist party  that  it  has  canceled  its  ba- 
zaar scheduled  for  November  8 to  12  in 
the  Auditorium  here. 

The  announcement  said  that  “recent 
court  decisions  in  Milwaukee  and  Wiscon- 
sin have  made  it  extremely  hazardous”  to 
conduct  affairs  operating  games  based  on 
lottery  or  chance.  'The  affair  would  have 
marked  the  organization’s  sixth  annual 
event  of  this  kind. 

Lauds  Anti-Bingo  Action 

Circuit  Judge  Robert  S.  Cowie,  La  Crosse, 
who  was  responsible  for  court  action 
against  the  La  Cross  Theatres  Co.,  which 
resulted  in  a decision  by  the  state  su- 
preme court  holding  Bank  Night  a lottery, 
lauded  Dlst.  Atty.  Lambert  A.  Hansen  for 
his  recent  action  against  Bingo  games  in 
Monroe  county. 

Judge  Cowie  in  his  communication  to 
Hansen  said  that  “Bingo,  Wahoo,  Bank 
Night  and  kindred  gambling  and  lottery 
rackets  are  just  as  illegal  as  a roulette 
wheel  and  everybody  knows  it.” 

Reports  from  Madison  indicate  that  the 
Paulson  bills.  No.  194-S  and  195-S,  pro- 
hibiting granting  of  prizes  and  declaring 
lotteries  a nuisance,  will  fail  to  clear  the 
senate  despite  the  fact  that  they  were 
headed  for  passage  on  August  10.  Since 
that  date,  the  senate  by  unanimous  con- 


Richman  and  Browne 
Confer  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Harry  Richman,  who  opened 
Thursday  night  at  the  Paree,  was  closeted 
several  times  during  the  week  with  George 
Browne,  president  of  the  lATSE,  conferr- 
ing on  ways  of  settling  the  present  juris- 
dictional dispute  between  the  American 
Federation  of  Actors  and  the  Associated 
Actors  and  Artistes  of  America.  Richman 
is  vice-president  of  the  AFA. 

Richman  said  that,  should  a strike  of 
any  sort  be  called,  an  estimated  million 
persons  would  be  thrown  out  of  work. 


Switow  and  Sons  Acquire 
Washington,  Ind„  House 

Washington,  Ind. — M.  Switow  and  Sons, 
of  LouisviUe,  have  purchased  the  local 
Temple  Theatre.  The  Switow  Co.  also 
operates  the  Lerose  Theatre,  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.;  and  also  the  Indiana  and  Liberty 
in  Washington  in  addition  to  several  other 
houses  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky. 


sent  voted  to  lay  them  aside  temporarily. 

Reason  for  this  change  of  heart  is  said 
to  be  the  fact  that  independent  exhibi- 
tors do  not  like  the  measures  in  their  pres- 
ent form  since  they  would  prohibit  the  giv- 
ing away  ©f  dishes  and  also  apparently 
would  not  ban  games  of  chance  sponsored 
by  churches.  As  a result,  the  ITPA  of  Wis- 
consin has  declared  itself  as  being  opposed 
to  the  bills  in  their  present  form. 
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Stars  Come  Through — 

Gloria  Jean,  starlet  of  Universal's  ‘‘The 
Under-Pup,”  poses  with  Adolphe  Men- 
jou,  a co-passenger  on  the  eastbound 
tram.  Gloria,  headed  for  the  premiere 
of  her  picture  in  her  home  town  of 
Scranton,  Pa.,  ivas  accompanied  by  her 
family,  Charles  Previn,  Universal’s  mu- 
sical director,  and  Dave  Lipton  of  the 
studio’s  publicity  department. 

A Film  Feast  Is 
On  RKO's  Table 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — Herbert  Wilcox,  director-pro- 
ducer, and  Anna  Neagle,  star  of  RKO’s 
“Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  came  through  Chi- 
cago en  route  to  Toronto. 

That  may  not  be  news.  But,  the  fact 
that  when  they  left.  Jack  Osserman,  RKO 
branch  manager,  was  wearing  just  about 
the  biggest  smile  of  contentment  we  have 
ever  seen,  makes  their  visit  worthy  of 
mention. 

For  they  brought  with  them  news  of  the 
press  preview  of  RKO’s  “Nurse  Edith  Ca- 
vell,’’ in  Hollywood  a few  days  before; 
news  that  carried  the  most  flowery  de- 
scriptions of  praise  that  a picture  has 
received  in  many  moons. 

Wilcox  and  Miss  Neagle  appeared  at  the 
premiere  of  the  film  in  Toronto  at  the 
opening  of  the  Canadian  National  Expo- 
sition, where  12,000  persons  saw  the  pic- 
ture in  an  outdoor  arena.  The  New  York 
opening  will  be  September  14  at  the  Music 
Hall,  with  present  plans  calling  for  im- 
portation of  film  critics  from  as  far  away 
as  Los  Angeles  for  the  occasion.  So  en- 
thused are  RKO-ites  that  they  are  even 
talking  road-show  plans  for  “Cavell.” 

Wilcox  said  that  Miss  Neagle  had  been 
offered  over  $500,000  worth  of  film  and 
radio  contracts  24  hours  after  the  Holly- 
wood press  preview.  These  will  all  be 
turned  down  in  lieu  of  more  RKO  as- 
signments. Her  next  probably  will  be  a 
picture  with  Cary  Grant  in  the  male  lead. 
The  company  has  approached  her  to  play 
the  feminine  lead  opposite  Fredric  March 


QHARLES  W.  TRAMPE,  head  of  Mono- 
gram-Midwest Film  Exchange  and  Film 
Service,  Inc.,  has  scheduled  a golf  party 
September  8 to  which  all  theatre  men  here 
are  invited. 

E.  F.  Maertz,  head  of  the  ITPA  of  Wis- 
consin  and  Upper  Michigan,  reports  the 
organization’s  membership  list  growing 
weekly  loith  prospects  for  a bang-up  or- 
ganization by  fall. 

Charlie  Fox  is  planning  the  reopening 
of  his  Empress  Theatre  here  Labor  Day 
with  burlesque  shows. 

Charles  R.  Phipps,  director  of  Madison 
Civic  Theatre  Productions,  will  visit  film 
celebrities  in  Hollyivood  in  September — 
men  whom  he  has  helped  along  the  road 
to  film  fame. 


A While  in  Chicago — 

Bill  Holden,  star  of  Columbia’s  ‘‘Golden 
Boy,”  as  he  alighted  in  Chicago  en 
route  to  Neio  York  for  the  premiere  of 
the  film.  He  stopped  off  here  long 
enough  to  meet  critics  at  a press  lunch- 
eon arrayiged  by  Exploiteer  Jack 
Thoma. 


in  the  picturization  of  the  Broadway  suc- 
cess, “The  American  Way.” 

But  to  get  back  to  Jack  Osserman,  you’ll 
notice  he’s  still  wearing  that  tremendous 
smile,  continually  repeating  a pet  phrase: 
“It’s  either  a feast  or  a famine,  and  boys, 
this  year  for  1939-40  it’s  definitely  an 
RKO  feast.”  And  then  he  begins  enumer- 
ating again  all  of  RKO’s  lineup  for  next 
season.  Drop  in  and  listen  to  him.  You 
may  not  be  convinced  but  you’ll  go  away 
feeling  that  the  film  business  isn’t  dead 
yet. 


A New  Giveaway 

Chicago — Stuart  DeLang,  originator  of 
Auction  Night,  has  a new  giveaway  game, 
“The  Money  Man,”  which  he  plans  to 
start  in  local  houses  after  Labor  Day. 


The  Brillion  Auditorium  at  Brillion  is 
being  remodeled  into  a modern  theatre. 

Ray  A.  Felt,  business  agent  for  the  Madi- 
son local  of  the  lATSE  & MPMO  union, 
has  been  named  to  the  city  board  of  edu- 
cation by  Mayor  James  R.  Law. 

Marcus  Heiman,  New  York,  head  of  the 
Ashley  Theatre  Corp.,  was  a Madison  visi- 
tor. The  firm  is  planning  a new  house  in 
Madison. 

Lloyd  Manufacturing  Co.  salesmen  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  met  in  Menominee, 
Mich.,  to  inspect  new  furniture  and  seat- 
ing designs. 

Members  of  the  New  York  Giants  foot- 
ball team,  who  are  training  in  Superior, 
were  presented  from  the  stage  of  the  Pal- 
ace Theatre  here. 

Kenosha  Theatre  at  Kenosha,  in  co- 
operation with  the  J.  C.  Penney  Co.,  staged 
a special  ‘‘Back  to  School”  kids  show. 

Meinhardt  Raabe,  midget  who  has  a 
part  in  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  made  per- 
sonal appearances  at  the  Orpheum  in 
Madison  in  connection  with  the  showing 
of  the  film.  Raabe  formerly  attended  the 
University  of  Wisconsin. 

Lee  Macklin,  manager  of  the  Grand 
Theatre  at  Hew  London,  reports  the  drill- 
ing of  a well  at  the  rear  of  the  theatre 
to  provide  cooling  water  for  the  air-con- 
ditioning system. 

Gladys  Swarthout  sang  before  52,000  at 
the  Washington  Park  Temple  of  Music, 
while  Diana  Gaylen,  Hollywood  ghost  sing- 
er, attracted  some  3,000  at  Humboldt  Park. 


Sang  for  200,000 — 

Lawrence  Tibbett  as  he  arrived  for  his 
concert  appearance  at  Grant  Park. 
The  free  event  drew  some  200,000  per- 
sons. 
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Paid  Ad  Emphasizes  ’’Name  This  Theatre”  Contest 
Public  vs.  Critics  Is  Ruled  Out  by  McKittrick 


St.  Louis — Panchon  & Marco  interests 
here  again  have  raised  the  question  of 
whether  the  motion  picture  critics  of  the 
daily  newspapers  should  bend  their  views 
to  those  of  the  cash  customers  or  attempt 
to  impose  their  personal  likes  and  dislikes 
on  the  paper’s  readers: 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  paid  ad- 
vertisements, the  matter  of  Public  vs. 
Critics  was  brought  into  the  open.  Here 
is  a sample  of  the  copy  used  in  the  ads: 
PUBLIC  vs.  CRITICS 

Should  critics  review  a picture  from  their 
own  personal  opinion  or  from  the  public's 
point  of  view? 

May  we  cite  a specific  example:  Colvin 
McPherson  commented  on  the  very  fine 
crowd  on  hand  to  see  the  opening  of  the 
Irene  Dunne-Charles  Boyer  hit,  "When  To- 
morrow Comes,"  now  at  the  Ambassador 
Theatre — and  glumly  predicted  a rapid 
decline  when  the  public  found  it  to  be  no 
"Love  Affair"  (in  his  opinion). 

Now,  let's  take  a look  at  the  record; 
"When  Tomorrow  Comes"  opened  to  rec- 
ord-breaking patronage — 62  per  cent  great- 
er than  "Love  Affair" — both  pictures  did 
capacity  business  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
— and  "When  Tomorrow  Comes"  did  more 
business  in  six  days  than  "Love  Affair"  did 
in  nine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  St.  Louis  Moviegoer,  you 
can  pick  your  entertainment.  And  we  know 
you'll  pick  Cary  Grant  and  Carole  Lom- 
bard in  "In  Name  Only"  and  Bette  Davis 
in  "The  Old  Maid"  due  soon  at  the  Am- 
bassador as  "Must  See"  attractions. 

"When  Tomorrow  Comes"  is  being  held 
over  because  so  many  people  are  telling 
all  of  their  friends  to  be  sure  to  see  it. 

That's  the  answer! 

Yours  for  Greater  Entertainment, 

Fanchon  and  Marco, 
(Ambassador-Fox-Missouri  Theatres) 

Step  Up  'Under-Pup'  Bow 
To  Meet  Release  Bids 

Chicago — Due  to  the  fact  numerous  oth- 
er Universal  and  RKO  pictures  are  set  for 
the  house  and  because  Universal  wants  the 
film  available  for  general  release  as  soon 
as  possible,  Universal’s  “The  Under-Pup,” 
was  to  open  Saturday  at  the  B&K  Roose- 
velt Theatre. 

The  picture  stars  the  new  Joe  Pas- 
ternak find,  Gloria  Jean,  and  was  well 
received  at  the  exhibitor  screening  held 
recently  at  the  Esquire  Theatre. 


Son  to  Vlastos 

Fowler,  Ind. — Mrs.  Dick  Vlastos,  wife 
of  the  owner  of  theatres  in  Fowler,  Wil- 
liamsport, and  Knox,  presented  her  hus- 
band with  a son,  born  recently  in  the 
hospital  at  Lafayette,  Ind. 


Visit  the  Lounge 

New  York — Among  callers  at  the  RKO 
exhibitors’  lounge  here  were  Sidney 
Schatz,  Sheridan  Theatre,  North  Chicago, 
111.;  Tom  Norman,  Pal,  Palatine,  111. 


St.  Louis — Because  the  office  of  Atty. 
Gen.  Roy  McKittrick  turned  thumbs  down 
on  the  proposition,  residents  of  St.  Louis 
and  St.  Louis  county  and  vicinity  lost  an 
opportunity  to  win  a Lincoln  Zephyr  auto- 
mobile and  500  gallons  of  gasoline  through 
the  medium  of  a “name  this  theatre”  con- 
test arranged  by  Shuchart  Investment  Co. 
The  winner  would  have  been  the  one  to 
pick  the  name  for  the  new  de  luxe  neigh- 
borhood theatre  being  erected  by  Sam 
Shuchart  and  associates  on  Clayton  Road 
east  of  Big  Bend  Blvd.  in  Richmond 
Heights,  Mo. 

The  award  of  the  automobile  was  to 
have  been  made  when  the  house  has  its 
grand  opening  in  about  two  months. 

The  theatre  management  had  already 
made  a tieup  with  the  St.  Louis  Star- 
Times,  afternoon  newspaper,  and  the  com- 
mittee to  pick  the  winner  was  selected 
when  the  attorney-general’s  office  step- 
ped in. 

Prior  to  the  unfavorable  decision  by  Mis- 
souri’s No.  1 legal  adviser,  the  theatre 
owners  and  the  newspaper  had  obtained 
the  approval  of  the  postoffice  department. 

Officials  of  the  theatre  company  finally 


picked  the  name  themselves,  the  “Esquire.” 

The  new  house  is  one-story  with  base- 
ment, 80x150  feet  and  of  reinforced  con- 
crete, brick,  steel  and  structural  glass. 
With  equipment,  the  theatre  will  repre- 
sent an  investment  of  about  $300,000. 

It  is  reported  the  owners  of  the  Es- 
quire, who  also  are  interested  in  the  Nor- 
side  and  the  Will  Rogers  theatres,  are 
preparing  an  extensive  building  program 
that  contemplates  a series  of  new  houses 
in  a number  of  city  and  suburban  neigh- 
borhoods. 

Harry  Greenman,  former  manager  of  the 
Fox  Theatre  and  more  recently  head  of 
Greenman  Theatres,  is  slated  to  be  man- 
aging director  of  the  new  Esquire. 


Gets  Exhibitors'  Eyes 

Chicago — Tom  Gilliam,  Warner  branch 
manager,  has  installed  in  the  local  branch 
office  a large  40x60  board,  with  the  War- 
ner “merchandising  policy  for  1939-40”  on 
it.  The  whole  thing  is  set  off  with  a 
large  spotlight  to  draw  the  attention  of 
exhibitors  entering  the  office. 


Part  of  Their  New  York  Visit — 

From  left  to  right,  at  the  top  are  Mr.  Philip  Naiios  and  A.  E.  Diehl  of  the 
Criterion  Theatre,  St.  Louis;  below  are  Fred  Davies  and  S.  W.  Neall  of  the 
Indiana  Theatre,  Kokomo,  Ind.  Their  smiles  are  for  the  camera  at  RKO’s 
exhibitors’  lounge  in  New  York. 
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gEEN  along  Filmrow:  Nick  Paikos,  Tip- 

ton;  Kenneth  Ball,  Brownstown;  An- 
thony Bokas,  Argos;  Bob  Hudson,  Rich- 
mond; John  Dixon,  Flora;  Dick  Vlastos, 
Fowler;  Bill  Studebaker,  Logansport;  Karl 
Gast,  Akron;  Sam  Neall,  Kokomo;  Harry 
Van  Noy,  Anderson;  T.  N.  Luckett,  French 
Lick;  Mrs.  Janet  Prewitt,  Plainfield;  Bruce 
Kixmiller,  Bicknell;  Art  Clark,  Blooming- 
ton; Trueman  Rembusch,  Franklin;  Joe 
Schilling,  Connersville;  Harold  Neese,  Bra- 
zil; D.  G.  Steinkamp,  English;  George 
Mailers,  Portland;  Harold  Reckley,  Green- 
castle;  Mrs.  Annette  Kuebler,  Jasper;  L.  T. 
Moore,  Mitchell;  Harmon  Allison,  Moores- 
ville;  Jack  Van  Borssum,  Terre  Haute; 
Bob  Harned,  Sellersburg;  Roy  Harrold, 
Rushville;  Mrs.  Charles  Landstoffer,  New 
Haven;  Jim  Dooley,  Nashville;  William 
Condra,  Milltown. 

I.  T.  Boilers,  operator  of  the  Lyric  The- 
atre, Covingtoji,  hid.,  was  a visitor  along 
Filmrow  two  times  this  week. 

W.  W.  Wallace,  booker  at  Warner  Bros. 
Exchange,  is  among  those  now  suffering 
with  hay  fever. 

Fred  Greenberg , branch  manager  at  War- 
ner Bros.,  flew  to  Cincinnati  last  Monday 
with  V.  U.  Young,  president  of  Theatrical 
Managers,  Inc.,  to  attend  the  Variety  Club 
outing  there. 

Clyde  Willard,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Apollo  Tlieatre,  Indianapolis,  will  visit 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  on  his  vacation  this  week. 

Gladys  McFadden,  cashier  at  Columbia, 
is  in  the  Methodist  Hospital  where  she  is 
suffering  from  high  blood  pressure.  She 
will  probably  remain  at  the  hospital  for 
at  least  ten  days. 

Andy  Anderson,  operator  of  four  Ken- 
tucky theatres  with  headquarters  in  Bow- 
ling Green,  was  a visitor  along  Filmrow 
greeting  old  friends  on  one  of  his  rare 
visits  to  Indianapolis. 

Gale  Brubaker,  assistant  cashier  at  RKO, 
is  on  a one  week  vacation. 

Many  exchange  employes  and  theatre- 
men  attended  the  wedding  of  Herman 
Morgan  jr.  and  Mary  Jeanette  Seller  at 
the  Third  Christian  Church  in  Indian- 
apolis last  Fi-iday.  Morgan  is  booker  for 
Affiliated  Theatres,  Inc.,  and  was  former- 
ly with  Universal. 

Ernie  Miller,  who  operates  the  Cinema 
and  has  the  only  local  neighborhood  daily 
matinee  show,  has  reported  better  busi- 
ness this  summer  than  ever  before. 

Phil  Davidson,  manager  of  Settos’  Irving 
Theatre,  has  inaugurated  “kiddie”  matinees 
on  Saturdays.  The  theatre  will  soon  install 
a new  front  and  redecorate. 

Claude  Allison,  manager  of  the  Strand 
Theatre,  is  always  using  novel  ideas  fore- 
telling his  patrons  of  his  coming  attrac- 
tions. Now  it’s  a midget  auto  racer  which 
roams  the  streets  with  bells  ringing  and 
horn  blowing,  carrying  the  banners  of 
coming  screen  hits  to  be  shoum  at  the 
theatre. 


On  His  Visit — 

M.  Grossman,  a Chicago  exhibitor,  has 
a friendly  chat  with  Rosemary  Lane 
on  the  "Four  Wives”  set  at  the  Warner 
plant. 

Herald  & Examiner  Merged 
By  Hearst  in  Windy  City 

Chicago — Windy  City  exhibitors  had  one 
less  daily  newspaper  in  which  to  adver- 
tise this  week,  with  the  folding  of  the 
Hearst  morning  tabloid,  the  Herald  & 
Examiner.  It  was  merged  with  the  Eve- 
ning American  to  become  the  Herald- 
American. 

The  passing  of  the  Herald  & Examiner 
leaves  the  local  tabloid  field  to  the  com- 
paratively new  Chicago  Times,  which  has 
forged  ahead  rapidly. 

Dorothy  Day  was  film  and  drama  critic 
of  the  Herald  & Examiner.  Louella  Par- 
sons’ Hollywood  column  has  been  shifted 
to  the  Herald- American. 


Cupp  Back  in  Hoopeston 
After  World  Fair  Trip 

Hoopeston,  III. — E.  W.  Cupp,  manager 
of  the  Lorraine  Theatre  here,  one  of  the 
McCollum  theatres,  is  back  in  Hoopeston 
after  having  supervised  a trip  to  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair  for  winners  of  popular- 
ity contests  conducted  in  McCollum  houses. 
The  winners  received  a free  seven-day  trip 
to  the  Fair. 


"Oz”  Breaks  Record 
In  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — Ward  Farrar,  manager 
of  Loew's  Theatre,  reports  the  “Wizard 
of  Oz,"  which  played  at  his  theatre  this 
week,  broke  all  house  records.  The 
showing  was  climaxed  by  a tremen- 
dous campaign  in  a tieup  with  the 
Friehofer  Baking  Co.  in  a coloring  con- 
test for  kiddies.  Over  50,000  homes  were 
contacted  and  the  children  are  still 
talking  of  the  contest. 


J^OEW’S  has  held  over  “Wizard  of  Oz” 

for  a second  week,  while  “When  To- 
morrow Comes”  and  “Unexpected  Father” 
continue  into  their  second  seven  days  at 
the  Ambassador.  “The  Star  Maker”  is  the 
chief  new  attraction  at  the  Fox  Theatre 
with  “Coast  Guard”  as  the  second  feature 
on  the  bill. 

The  Civic  Theatre’s  final  play  of  the 
current  season  "Bachelor  Born”  opened 
a six-day  run  on  August  29.  The  season 
at  the  Warson  road  amphitheatre  will 
come  to  an  end  on  September  3. 

It  seems  that  in  addition  to  wives,  hus- 
bands and  sweethearts  the  cash  customers 
lose  a lot  of  other  things  at  the  Municipal 
Theatre  in  Forest  Park  during  a 12 -week 
opera  season.  As  the  1939  season  came  to 
a close  the  count  of  unclaimed  articles 
stood  at  176,  including  one  woman’s  breast- 
pin, nine  women’s  belts,  five  women’s 
coats,  one  cosmetic  bag,  one  child’s  bag, 
one  rubber  cape,  34  cushions,  one  small 
black  case,  four  women’s  jackets,  three 
opera  glass  cases,  18  women’s  umbrellas, 
one  tobacco  pouch  (didn’t  say  whether 
male  or  female),  four  auto  keys,  one  muf- 
fler, two  opera  glasses,  two  raincoats,  two 
raincapes,  one  pipe,  one  coin  purse,  18  pairs 
of  gloves,  six  sweaters,  etc. 

The  cash  customers  of  the  American 
Theatre  are  promised  some  high  class 
stage  attractions  during  the  1939-40  sea- 
son which  will  open  on  October  1 with 
that  tarnished  favorite  "Tobacco  Road” 
on  the  boards. 

Foreign  motion  pictures  will  be  available 
to  St.  Louis  again  this  season  at  the 
S’Renco  Art  Theatre,  formerly  known  as 
the  S’Renco  Screening  Room.  The  1939- 
40  season  opens  the  evening  of  Septem- 
ber 10  with  the  Russian  film,  “Alexander 
Nevsky.”  Each  film  during  the  season  will 
open  on  Sunday  night  and  run  for  four 
nights  with  two  performances  daily  at 
7:15  and  8:45  p.  m.  All  shows  will  be 
open  to  the  general  public  at  prices  that 
approximate  those  charged  by  the  local 
first-run  houses  showing  domestic  films. 

Ray  Curran,  office  manager  for  UA, 
is  a very  happy  guy  these  day  after  win- 
ning first  place  in  his  company’s  play- 
date  drive  in  this  zone.  And  Ray  very 
modestly  passes  all  the  credit  to  his  friends 
among  the  independent  exhibitors  and  the 
leading  circuits  in  the  territory. 

Every  time  that  Chet  Vickery,  assistant 
manager  of  Loew’s,  drops  into  the  Circle 
Bar  Garden,  Joe  Schirmer,  the  maestro, 
strikes  up  the  tune  “Smoke  Gets  in  Your 
Eyes,”  a favorite  with  Chet. 

A large  signboard  60x25  feet  across  the 
front  of  the  old  Grand  Central  Theatre 
was  blown  out  into  the  street  in  a heavy 
windstorm.  The  board  had  announced  that 
the  house  was  to  reopen  as  the  Guild  Cine- 
ma Theatre. 


Warner  Title  Change 

Hollywood — Warner’s  “Floating  Trou- 
ble” has  been  retitled  “Gambling  on  the 
High  Seas.” 
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J^KO’s  “Star  of  Midnight”  and  “The  Lost 
Patrol,”  both  reissues,  were  so  well 
received  at  the  B&K  Lakeside  Theatre  that 
the  program  was  held  over  an  extra  day. 

Henri  Elman’s  softball  team  lost  its  sec- 
ond-round softball  game  in  the  city-wide 
tournament,  but  it  wasn’t  his  fault.  Henri 
offered  the  boys  a dollar  a hit,  and  five 
dollars  a home-run.  Incidentally,  the  boys 
are  looking  forward  to  another  victory  ban- 
quet now  that  they  are  Filmrow  champs 
again. 

Duke  Hickey  was  responsible  for  the  ex- 
cellent welcome  trailer  shown  at  the  trade 
screening  of  Universal’s  “The  Under-Pup” 
at  the  Esquire  Theatre. 

Dirk  Courtenay,  local  press-agent  about 
town,  is  now  handling  the  blurbs  for  Bert 
Wheeler,  who  opens  the  next  week  in  Day- 
ton’s RKO  Theatre.  He  is  also  handling 
publicity  for  Lawrence  Welk,  whose 
“Champagne  Music’’  orchestra  opens  at  the 
Chicago  Theatre  September  8. 

Among  the  golfers  Sunday  were  Harry 
Balaban  and  Roy  Bruder,  manager  of  the 
Chicago  Theatre,  at  the  Mill  Road  Golf 
Course.  And  what  golfers!  Harry  with 
an  86  and  Roy  with  an  84,  took  back 
seats  to  no  one. 

Chicago  ushers  are  keeping  their  fingers 
crossed.  One  of  their  crew,  18-year-old 
John  Kelly,  passed  all  mental  and  physical 
examinations,  except  for  his  eye-sight,  for 
entrance  to  Annapolis  and  they  are  hoping 
Uncle  Sam’s  naval  department  will  waive 
that  one  disqualification  this  time. 

Jimmie  Stewart  passed  through  Chicago 
Monday  night  via  TWA  . . . Election  of 
officers  of  the  Film  Bookers  Club  was  to 
be  held  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  or- 
ganization this  week. 

Rose  Rothstein  of  the  Winnipeg  (Can- 
ada) office  of  Warner  Pictures,  visited  the 
local  theatre  and  picture  offices  of  Warner 
this  week. 

George  Gollos  of  Gary,  Ind.,  was  a Film- 
row  visitor  this  week.  And  tagging  along 
was  “Smokey  Joe  the  Second,”  his  ever- 
present wire-haired  terrier,  who  is  a dead- 
ringer  for  M-GM’s  Asta. 

John  Ash,  M-G-M  home  office  auditor, 
was  here  this  week  . . . Charlie  Cooper  is 
back  at  his  home  after  a stay  of  nearly  a 
week  at  Evangelical  Hospital. 

The  Bon -Air  Country  Club  night  club 
section  closes  Sunday  night  for  the  season. 
The  spot  was  the  most  popular  nightery 
in  the  Windy  City  this  summer. 

Said  a local  theatre  press  agent  this 
week-.  “This  war  stuff  is  getting  me  down. 
It’s  tougher  than  ever  for  a press  agent  to 
get  space  now  that  Hitler  and  his  pals  are 
grabbing  page  one,  and  every  other  avail- 
able page,  too.” 

Millie  Anderson,  able  Girl  Friday  to 
TWA’s  press  chief  here.  Bill  Westlake, 
is  back  after  a Michigan  vacation. 


Seek  Dismissal  of 
Appeal  by  Nick 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Members  of  the 
St.  Louis  lATSE  Local  No.  143  have  asked 
the  Missouri  supreme  court  to  dismiss  the 
appeal  of  lA’s  vice-president,  John  P.  Nick, 
from  an  order  of  the  St.  Louis  circuit 
court  ousting  him  from  control  over  the 
local  affairs  and  assets. 

The  attorneys  for  the  protesting  mem- 
bers attacked  Nick’s  appeal  on  the  tech- 
nical ground  that  the  record  of  the  ap- 
peal was  not  in  proper  form. 

Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F.  Oakley  of  St. 
Louis  some  weeks  ago  ousted  Nick  and 
Clyde  A.  Weston,  business  manager  of 
Local  No.  143,  in  a suit  brought  by  66 
members  of  the  local  who  were  seeking 
local  autonomy. 

Comptroller  in  SU  Louis 
Hits  Free  Pass  System 

St.  Louis — City  Comptroller  Louis  Nolte 
has  denounced  the  system  under  which  the 
promoters  of  all  projects  using  the  mu- 
nicipal auditorium  must  provide  at  least  40 
free  passes  for  local  politicians.  In  the 
case  of  the  Symphony  Orchestra,  the  or- 
ganization gave  100  free  tickets  for  each 
concert. 

In  attempting  to  explain  this  system  un- 
der which  private  concerns  paying  the 
stipulated  rentals  for  a city  owned  project 
— the  taxpayers  have  $5,000,000  invested 
in  the  auditorium — James  E.  Darst,  mana- 
ger of  the  auditorium,  said  that  it’s  an 
old  theatrical  custom  to  supply  free  tickets 
to  the  management.  He  said  that  99  per 
cent  of  ali  theatrical,  carnival  and  audi- 
torium contracts  contain  an  identically 
phrased  clause  that  the  management  gets 
40  tickets. 

A protest  was  registered  by  the  Civic 
Music  League  when  it  was  called  upon  to 
supply  40  free  tickets  for  each  of  its  five 
concerts  at  the  auditorium. 

Chicago  Nabes  Feel  Brunt 
Of  European  War  Scare 

Chicago — While  business  in  the  loop  was 
not  off  much  this  week,  neighborhood  the- 
atres felt  the  brunt  of  war  talk. 

“The  man  on  the  street”  coming  home 
in  the  evenings  evidently  stuck  close  to 
the  family  radio  listening  to  European 
developments. 

In  the  loop  M-G-M’s  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz”  was  headed  for  its  second  week  at 
the  United  Artists  Theatre;  Paramount’s 
“The  Star  Maker”  was  having  a better 
than  average  week  at  the  Chicago,  and 
RKO’s  “Bachelor  Mother”  was  having  an 
excellent  week  at  the  Palace. 


Essaness  Total  29 

Chicago — With  the  opening  of  the  Julian 
Theatre  for  the  fall  season  on  September 
14,  the  Essaness  circuit  of  29  houses  will 
be  operating  at  full  speed.  The  Town 
Theatre  in  Cicero  began  matinees  again 
this  week. 


Territory  Topics 

INDIANA 

pERD  NESSEL,  manager  of  the  State 

Theatre  at  Anderson,  operated  by  the 
Gregory  circuit,  has  left  for  a vacation 
with  his  wife  and  daughters. 

Bob  Suits,  manager  of  Loew’s  Majestic 
Theatre,  Evansville,  has  been  very  busy 
these  days  on  his  campaign  for  “Wizard  of 
Oz.”  Bob  is  a bachelor  this  summer  while 
his  wife  and  children  are  visiting  in  the 
east. 

Nathan  Tamler  has  reopened  his  Oliver 
Theatre  in  Indianapolis  after  a shutdown 
for  remodeling  and  redecorating.  The  the- 
atre was  filled  with  beautiful  flowers  from 
friends  in  the  industry. 

Old  Trails  Theatre,  Mickleyville,  Ind., 
has  new  seats.  The  theatre  is  now  being 
operated  by  Ruby  Hack,  sister  of  the  late 
Herman  Cole. 

The  Bandbox  Theatre  at  Otterbein  has 
been  closed.  The  theatre  is  operated  by 
James  Huckleberry,  who  expected  to  re- 
open the  middle  of  September. 

Dick  Vlastos,  operator  of  the  Dreamland 
at  Fowler  and  theatres  in  Knox  and  Wil- 
liamsport, is  the  father  of  a boy  born  at 
the  St.  Francis  Hospital  in  Lafayette,  Ind. 

Isadore  Levine,  operator  of  the  LaPorte 
and  Cozy  theatres,  LaPorte,  Ind.,  was  re- 
elected national  executive  committeeman 
at  the  state  American  Legion  convention 
held  at  Bloomington,  Ind.  Levine  has  been 
active  in  Legion  activities  for  many  years. 

M.  G.  Merrill,  manager  of  the  Howard 
Theatre,  Monon,  Ind.,  which  is  operated  by 
Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.,  was  married 
August  16  to  Katherine  Burke  of  Hew 
Castle,  Ind.  Merrill  formerly  was  manager 
of  the  Royal  at  New  Castle,  also  operated 
by  Theatrical  Managers. 

After  a short  layoff,  work  has  resumed 
on  the  new  theatre  at  Remington,  Ind. 


TRADE  DIRECTORYJ 

~A  Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor— 

CHICAGO 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
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315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
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THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 
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kUeek  UJe  Meet 


Chicago — One  exhibitor  who  believes  in 
selling  motion  pictures  on  their  entertain- 
ment value  alone  and  who  thinks  there  is 
no  room  in  this  business  for  giveaways  and 
doubles  and  triple  features,  is  Eddie  Zorn, 
operator  of  the  Crescent  Theatre,  Pontiac, 
and  Apollo  Theatre,  Belvidere,  111. 

Zorn  has  been  one  of  the  prime  factors 
in  the  United  Theatre  Owners  of  Illinois, 
down-state  organization  of  exhibitors, 
which  was  started  with  the  purpose  of 
forestalling  harmful  legislation  to  the  in- 
dustry. He  has  always  been  in  the  thick 
of  every  fight  to  aid  the  motion  picture 
business  ever  since  he  entered  it  right  af- 
ter the  World  War  in  1919. 

Eddie  was  selling  stocks  and  bonds  in 
Wall  Street  over  the  telephone  when  he 
called  a potential  customer — S.  R.  Kent, 
then  head  of  Paramount  Pictures.  Kent 
told  him  that  if  he  could  sell  stocks  over 
the  telephone,  he  could  sell  motion  pic- 
tures. Thus  Kent  sold  Zorn  on  the  idea 
of  going  to  work  for  Paramount. 

Among  the  teachers  in  the  student  sales 
school  at  the  Paramount  home  office, 
where  Zorn  learned  how  to  sell,  were 
George  J.  Schaefer  (now  of  RKO)  and 
Neil  Agnew,  Paramount’s  general  sales 
head.  After  some  time  in  the  school,  Zorn 
was  sent  to  Pittsburgh,  and  later  to  Can- 
ada, under  George  Weeks  (now  with  Mono- 
gram, as  general  sales  manager) . That 
was  in  1921,  when  Paramount  was  just 
opening  its  branches  in  Canada,  and  Eddie 
went  to  Calgary  as  branch  manager. 

After  remaining  in  Canada  for  some  time 
Zorn  was  transferred  to  Chicago.  He  cov- 
ered Illinois  and  Indiana  from  1923  to 


Warner  Shows  Trade  Three 
New  Films  in  Windy  City 

Chicago — Warner  Bros,  held  two  trade 
screenings  this  week.  On  Thursday,  “Dust 
Be  My  Destiny,”  with  John  Garfield,  and 
“A  Child  Is  Born,”  with  Geraldine  Fitz- 
gerald and  Jeffrey  Lynn,  were  shown. 
“The  Old  Maid,”  starring  Bette  Davis  and 
Miriam  Hopkins,  was  exhibited  Friday. 

Tom  Gilliam,  branch  manager,  said  he 
plans  to  hold  numerous  like  screenings  as 
new  season  product  arrives  from  the  Bur- 
bank studios. 

Hal  Tate  Radio  Show  Is 
Renewed  lor  13  Weeks 

Chicago — The  movie-tattler  radio  show 
of  Hal  Tate  has  been  renewed  by  the  Tay- 
lor Washing  Machine  Co.  for  another  13- 
week  period  over  station  WJJD.  The  pro- 
gram, only  film  gossip  show  in  town,  is 
broadcast  daily,  Monday  through  Friday, 
at  10:30  a.  m.  Tate  is  assisted  by  Rose- 
mary Wayne. 

Guest  stars  on  the  program  recently  in- 
cluded Bob  Hope,  Louise  Campbell,  Eve- 
lyn Brent  and  Esther  Ralston. 


- EDDIE  ZORN 

1926,  but,  as  he  puts  it,  he  “saw  the  hand- 
writing on  the  wall”  and  decided  to  go 
into  the  theatre  operation  field,  taking 
over  the  Pontiac  house.  Later  he  added 
the  Belvidere  house. 

Zorn  operates  his  theatres  with  the 
thought  of  “merchandising  motion  picture 
entertainment  on  its  own  merits.”  He  has 
never  used  giveaways  of  any  kind  in  his 
theatres.  Nor  does  he  believe  in  double 
features.  He  has  proved  his  theories  of 
operation  by  becoming  one  of  the  leading 
independent  theatre  owners  in  downstate 
Illinois. 

He  is  now  adding  a third  house,  a 500- 
seat  theatre,  in  Pontiac.  Not  yet  named, 
the  theatre  is  expected  to  open  about 
October  1. 

Another  reason  for  Zorn’s  success  is  that 
he  has  sold  his  personality  to  his  patrons. 
Every  night  he  can  be  found  in  front  of 
one  of  his  theatres  and  he  prides  himself 
on  knowing  each  of  his  patrons  by  their 
first  names.  He  never  has  to  dodge  patrons 
because  of  a bad  program  which  has  been 
advertised  with  bombshell  advertising. 
Rather,  he  believes  in  keeping  his  adver- 
tising at  an  even  keel,  and  his  patrons 
have  come  to  believe  him  when  he  says 
he  is  showing  a picture  that  should  be 
seen. 

The  Zorns — Mrs.  Zorn  is  known  to  her 
personal  friends  as  “Minna” — live  in  a 
modest  home  in  Pontiac.  Eddie  is  a mem- 
ber of  various  civic  and  social  clubs.  His 
hobbies  are  golf  and  good  books  and  maga- 
zines. When  Eddie  isn’t  talking  about  his 
theatre  business,  he  is  sure  to  tell  you 
about  some  good  book  or  article  he  has 
just  read. 


Ken  Butterfield  Shifted 
To  Berth  in  Janesville 

Janesville,  Wis. — Ken  Butterfield  has 
been  transferred  here  by  Fox-Wisconsin 
from  Marinette.  Butterfield  becomes  city 
manager  of  the  Fox  Myers  and  Beverly 
theatres,  succeeding  Russell  Leddy,  who 
goes  to  Green  Bay,  as  manager  of  the 
Fox-Orpheum  there. 

Before  coming  here  Butterfield  man- 
aged the  three  Fox  houses  in  Marinette, 
the  Fox,  Strand  and  Rialto. 


Dissolve  Organ  Firm 

St.  Louis — A petition  for  the  dissolution 
of  George  Kilgen  & Sons,  Inc.,  pioneer  or- 
gan manufacturers  of  4016  Union  Blvd., 
has  been  filed  in  circuit  court.  Plans  for 
the  dissolution  were  ratified  at  a meeting 
of  the  stockholders  held  on  June  14. 


Lose  Four  Shows 

St.  Louis — The  Municipal  Opera  Ass’n 
has  had  four  shows  washed  out  by  rain 
this  season,  the  largest  number  of  lost  per- 
formances in  many  years. 


DETER  NEPOTE,  manager  of  the  Lincoln 
and  Grand  theatres  at  Robinson,  111., 
was  a visitor  at  the  home  office  of  Frisina 
Amusement  Co.  here.  Pio  Pedrucci  of  Gil- 
lespie was  another  visitor. 

Max  Tschauder,  city  manager  for  Pris- 
ma, attended  a -preview  meeting  in  St. 
Louis  in  connection  with  the  picture, 
“Golden  Boy.” 

“Stanley  and  Livingstone”  proved  so 
popular  at  the  Fox-Lincoln  Theatre  that 
Manager  A.  R.  Zimmer  was  obliged  to 
hold  it  over  a second  week. 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre,  hooked  Johnny  Perkins  and  his 
gang  along  with  Billy  Scott’s  orchestra  for 
the  first  of  a new  fall  series  of  vaudeville 
programs  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 

B&K  Houses  Take  Part  in 
Chicago  Safety  Drive 

Chicago- — B&K  theatres  participated  in 
the  local  Safety  Week  Drive  this  week  by 
tying  up  with  the  Chicago  Times  in  giv- 
ing away  free  passes  to  courteous  motorists. 

The  Times  had  a courtesy  car  cruising 
about  the  city.  Daily,  five  awards  of  $5 
each  were  given  to  the  most  courteous 
and  safe  drivers.  Other  drivers  who 
showed  courteous  ways  each  received  an 
award  of  a pair  of  passes  to  B&K  theatres. 
In  all,  25  pairs  of  passes  were  distributed 
daily  by  B&K  and  the  Times. 

Dick  Vlastos  Starts  Work 
On  New  House  in  Fowler 

Fowler,  Ind. — Construction  on  the  new 
Fowler  Theatre,  being  built  by  Dick  Vlas- 
tos, is  under  way.  The  500-seat  house  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  opening  about 
November  1. 


l-I  Opens  the  Lex 

Chicago — Indiana  Illinois  Theatres  open- 
ed its  newly-acquired  Lex  Theatre  this 
week.  Tire  house,  formerly  the  Lexington 
Theatre,  is  on  the  south  side,  and  was  op- 
erated by  Warner  Theatres.  I-I  remodeled 
the  house  entirely. 


Columbia  Feature  Retitled 

Hollywood — “Taming  the  West”  is  the 
new  title  of  the  Columbia  feature,  for- 
merly “Sundown  in  Helldorado.” 


Some  Arithmetic 
By  Roy  Bruder 

Chicago — Roy  Bruder,  manager  of  the 
Chicago  Theatre,  got  his  arithmetic  to 
working  the  other  day  and  did  some 
figuring  on  how  many  patrons  have 
come  into  the  ace  B&K  house  since  it 
was  opened  17  years  ago. 

Figuring  an  average  attendance  of 
70,000  weekly,  the  theatre  has  played 
to  about  3,500,000  annually,  which,  in 
round  figures,  means  about  59,500,000 
patrons  in  17  years. 
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Legality  Clouded,  Minneapolis 
Dual  Bill  Ban  Gets  Study 


Allied  Unit  Sues  More 
For  Back  Dues 

Minneapolis — Eight  more  members 
and  former  members  are  being  sued 
by  Northwest  Allied  States  for  non- 
payment of  dues.  These  are  in  addi- 
tion to  two  suits  filed  several  months 
ago,  but  not  yet  reached  for  hearing. 

Among  those  who  are  being  sued  is 
Sol  Lebedoff  who  is  trying  to  form  a 
new  organization,  Tri-State  Exhibitors' 
Ass'n,  as  a rival  to  Northwest  Allied. 
Lebedoff,  in  his  answer,  has  asked  for 
an  accounting  of  funds. 


Minneapolis — After  hearing  an  opinion 
from  the  city  attorney  that  a proposed 
ordinance  designed  to  outlaw  double  fea- 
tures by  limiting  the  time  of  continuous 
movie  performances  to  two  hours  and  15 
minutes  would  be  invalid  unless  it  bears  a 
reasonable  relationship  to  the  community’s 
health,  comfort,  welfare,  safety  and  morals, 
the  city  council  ordinances  committee 
voted  to  take  the  measure  under  advise- 
ment for  further  consideration. 

This  action  was  taken  after  L.  B. 
Schwartz,  counsel  for  Northwest  Allied, 
sponsoring  the  ordinance,  argued  that  such 
relationship  to  taxpayers’  health  and  com- 
fort exists  and  the  council  would  have 
the  authority  to  pass  it. 

L.  J.  Ludwig  and  Theodore  Hays,  repre- 
senting the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  op- 
posed the  ordinance,  arguing  that  its  pur- 
pose was  industry  regulation  instead  of 
health  protection,  that  enforcement  would 
be  impractical,  that  it  would  infringe  on 
personal  liberty  and  that  the  industry  it- 
self is  able  to  restrict  double  featuring,  if 
that  becomes  necessary. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  president  of  Northwest 
Allied,  declared  that  unless  the  ordinance 
is  passed  every  Minneapolis  theatre  will 
be  double  featuring  within  30  days,  in  his 
opinion,  “and  the  city  will  be  flooded  with 
objectionable  pictures.”  He  said  the  dual 
bills  are  spreading  and  that  one  local 
theatre  even  has  been  exhibiting  triple 
features. 

Steffes  also  revealed  that  independent 
exhibitors  now  are  a unit  in  favor  of  the 
ordinance.  Previously  a group  headed  by 
Sol  Lebedoff  was  opposing  it  because  they 
wished  to  retain  their  Saturday  midnight 
shows  comprising  twin  bills.  But  a meet- 
ing of  Twin  City  independents,  including 
those  not  associated  with  Northwest  Al- 
lied, was  held  Monday  night  and  at  its 
conclusion  the  vote  was  unanimous  to  back 
the  measure,  he  said. 

Only  four  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  ex- 
hibitors were  absent  from  the  meeting,  ac- 
cording to  Steffes,  and  the  absences  in 
those  cases  was  unavoidable.  While  Lebe- 


Blame  Business  Drop 
On  War  Crisis 

Minneapolis — A sharp  drop  oH  in 
business  from  previous  low  levels  is 
being  blamed  by  Twin  City  exhibitors 
on  the  war  crisis.  A survey  shows 
that  many  potential  theatre  customers 
have  been  devoting  as  much  time  as 
possible  to  listening  to  the  radio.  They 
wish  to  hear  all  the  broadcasts  from 
the  European  capitals,  as  well  as  the 
latest  news  flashes,  so  intense  is  the 
interest  in  developments. 

Broadcasts  that  have  been  coming 
from  Berlin,  Paris,  London  and  Warsaw 
have  been  a particular  lure.  It's  also 
a matter  of  keeping  fully  informed,  in- 
vestigation reveals. 


doff  himself  was  not  present  he  was  repre- 
sented by  his  two  sons  who  assist  him  in 
the  operation  of  his  two  theatres. 

There  was  a large  attendance  of  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  at  the  committee 
meeting  and  when  Hays  and  Ludwig  as- 
serted that  the  independents  themselves 
were  divided  regarding  the  measure’s  ad- 
visability, Steffes  asked  those  on  hand 
opposed  to  the  proposed  ordinance  to 
arise.  Not  one  got  up. 

The  independents  unanimity  even  ex- 
tends to  the  dime  lower  loop  subsequent 
run  grind  houses  that  have  been  double 
featuring  for  many  years,  Steffes  said. 

Steffes  insisted  that  his  group  is  vitally 
interested  in  the  public  health  and  said 
he  had  no  objection  to  a public  hearing 
on  the  ordinance. 

“If  necessary,”  he  asserted,  “I  can  have 
here,  to  talk  for  the  measure,  heads  of 
Parent-Teachers  and  teachers  organiza- 
tions, physicians  and  mothers  and  fathers 
who  wish  its  passage.  I purposely  have 
refrained  from  bringing  in  outsiders  and 
stirring  up  a hullabaloo  because  I didn’t 
think  it  would  be  a good  thing  for  our 
business  and  felt  we  could  settle  this 
among  ourselves.” 

A "Moral''  Issue,  Too 

Steffes  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Ludwig  and  Hays  represent  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  a subsidiary  of  Para- 
mount, which  he  said  is  on  record  before 
the  U.  S.-  courts  in  opposition  to  double 
features  as  “a  vicious  product,  injurious 
to  the  industry  and  to  the  public.” 

“You  have  a moral  as  well  as  health 
issue  here,”  asserted  Steffes.  “With  all 
Minneapolis  theatres  double  featuring 
there  won’t  be  enough  pictures  to  go 
around  and  exhibitors  will  bring  in  all  the 
vice,  dope  and  other  objectionable  films 
that  they  can  get  their  hands  on.” 

In  reply,  Hays  said  that  the  mayor  and 
police  department  could  be  counted  upon 
to  keep  out  the  objectionable  pictures. 

“What  we  wish  is  to  show  that  the  pro- 
ponents are  not  concerned  primarily  with 
the  public  health,  but  with  industry  regu- 
lation,” said  Hays.  “The  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  is  as  much  concerned 
about  public  health  and  morals  as  Mr. 
Steffes’  followers.  But  we  want  this  thing 
fought  out  in  the  open. 

“If  double  features  are  a strain  on  eyes 
and  children’s  nerves,  as  now  is  claimed, 
don’t  you  suppose  the  legislators  of  New 
England  and  California  would  have  banned 
them  long  since?  As  a matter  of  fact,  ex- 
hibitors have  been  double  featui’ing  in 
those  sections  for  from  12  to  15  years. 

“I  hold  no  brief  for  or  against  double 
features.  I believe  the  industry  itself  can 
control  them.  We  do  resent  an  attempt 
to  regulate  our  business  by  legislation  in 
an  inconsistent  manner.” 

Ludwig  cited  an  opinion  by  the  Twin 
City’s  leading  eye  specialist  that  movies  do 
not  impose  an  eye  strain.  He  predicted 
that  this  ordinance  would  be  only  the  fore- 
runner of  additional  legislative  regulation. 

It  was  suggested  by  Schwartz  for  North- 
west Allied  that  the  proposed  ordinance 


could  be  amended  in  such  a way  that 
longer  film  shows  would  be  permissible  if 
there  were  a 15  minutes’  intermission  dur- 
ing the  performance.  Such  an  intermis- 
sion, however,  would  be  impracticable. 
Hays  asserted. 

The  city  attorney  suggested  that  the 
proposed  law’s  purpose  would  be  achieved 
better  if  the  ordinance  prescribed  the 
starting  and  finishing  time  of  the  film 
shows.  Schwartz,  however,  replied  that 
regulation  could  be  carried  to  a point 
where  it  might  hamper  or  destroy  an  in- 
dustry. 

The  assistant  city  attorney,  who  had 
submitted  the  opinion  to  the  committee, 
said  that  in  order  to  defend  the  measure’s 
validity  successfully  he’d  have  to  be  able 
to  produce  competent  local  medical  evi- 
dence to  the  effect  that  the  showing  of 
movies  a certain  length  of  time  produces 
eye  strains  and  adversely  affects  children’s 
nerves.  This,  he  asserted,  would  involve 
the  placing  of  movies  in  a different  classi- 
fication from  other  amusements.  In  his 
opinion,  he  said,  the  matter  probably  would 
be  one  for  state  legislative  action,  inas- 
much as  the  municipality  has  no  author- 
ity to  regulate  competition  or  enforce 
trade  practices,  such  power  being  within 
the  state’s  province. 


Barrons  to  Rebuild  Pratt 
House  Destroyed  by  Fire 

Pratt,  Kas. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Barron, 
whose  Kansas  Theatre  here  was  destroyed 
by  fire  August  11,  have  purchased  lots  and 
will  immediately  begin  rebuilding  the 
Kansas.  The  Barrons  also  operate  the 
Barron  Theatre,  No.  1 house  in  Pratt. 

The  new  Kansas  will  reopen  as  soon  as 
it  is  completed  early  this  fall. 

Mrs.  Barron  is  a director  of  the  KMTA, 
and  the  Barrons  have  been  in  the  show 
business  for  years. 


Twin  City  Variety  Club's 
Golf  Tourney  Sept.  29 

Minneapolis — The  Twin  City  Variety 
Club  has  set  September  29  as  the  date  for 
its  second  golf  tournament  of  the  summer 
at  the  Oak  Ridge  Country  Club. 

This  tournament  will  be  limited  to 
Variety  club  members  and  the  winner  will 
represent  the  Tent  at  the  Variety  club’s 
national  golf  tournament  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
next  April. 
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Slow  Going  tor  New  Unit,  But 
Lebedoffis  Not  Worried 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Minneapolis — It’s  slow  going  for  Sol 
Lebedoff,  arch  foe  of  President  W.  A. 
Steffes  of  Northwest  Allied,  in  getting  the 
ball  of  his  new  rival  organization,  Tri- 
State  Exhibitors’  Ass’n,  rolling.  He’s  run- 
ning into  plenty  of  trouble  and  the 
progress  to  date  is  almost  negligible. 

Although  only  one  exhibitor  was  present 
last  Thursday  at  the  time  specified  by 
Lebedoff  for  his  second  meeting  to  make 
plans  for  a state  convention  and  although 
it  consequently  became  necessary  to  call 
off  the  meeting,  he  claims  he’s  not  dis- 
couraged and  has  no  intention  of  aban- 
doning his  plans. 

“I’ll  simply  bide  my  time,”  says  Lebe- 
doff. “At  the  appropriate  moment  I’ll 
swing  into  action.  When  we  organized  the 
Independent  Exhibitors’  Ass’n  several 
years  ago  the  first  meetings  were  poorly 
attended,  but  we  wound  up  with  a big 
membership.” 

Lebedoff  thought  that  the  main  reason 
for  the  non-appearance  of  exhibitors  was 
the  fact  that  they  had  been  invited  to  a 
belatedly  arranged  luncheon  at  the  same 
hour  by  the  promoters  of  a theatre  gift 
book  deal  which  has  enlisted  the  interest 
of  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest 
Allied. 

However,  investigation  showed  that  this 
luncheon  was  for  theatre  managers  and 
assistants  only  and  was  attended  only  by 
Steffes  and  two  other  exhibitors,  neither 
of  whom  has  shown  interest  in  Lebedoff’s 
proposed  organization.  Apparently,  Lebe- 
doff was  mistaken  in  believing  a “fast  one” 
was  pulled  in  the  holding  of  the  luncheon. 

"Must  Dig  Up  Other  Excuse" 

“Yes.  I attended  the  luncheon  in  ques- 
tion,” said  Steffes.  “But,  except  for  two 
other  exhibitors  who  are  loyal  Northwest 
Allied  members,  the  only  ones  present  were 
house  managers  and  assistants.  So  that 
Mr.  Lebedoff  will  have  to  dig  up  another 
excuse  for  his  failure.” 

There  were  15  exhibitors  at  the  first 
Lebedoff  meeting,  but  most  of  them  did 
not  know  that  a move  was  to  be  made  to 
start  another  exhibitors’  organization. 
Harry  Dickerman.  owner  of  three  Twin 
City  theatres  and  a former  Northwest  Al- 
lied member,  alone  was  on  hand  when  the 
second  meeting,  10  days  later,  was  sup- 
posed to  start.  Another  exhibitor  had  his 
house  manager  present. 

Lebedoff  also  charges  that  “pressure” 
has  been  brought  to  bear  on  exhibitors  not 
to  join  his  association.  He  says  he’ll  not 
announce  the  date  of  his  next  meeting  in 
advance,  but  will  summon  exhibitors  by 
telephone  on  the  day  in  question.  Also,  he 
asserts,  he’ll  canvass  the  territory  for  out- 
of-town  members. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion at  the  outset  would  be  to  fight  for 
lower  film  rentals,  according  to  Lebedoff 
who  has  proposed  a buyers’  strike  and  clos- 
ing of  all  theatres  during  the  month  of 
December  in  protest  against  distributors’ 
demands. 

The  organization  also  was  to  fight 


against  the  proposed  city  ordinance  limit- 
ing film  programs  so  that  special  midnight 
shows  with  dual  features  would  not  be  out- 
lawed. However,  neither  he  nor  any  of 
ihoses  who  indicated  their  opposition  to 
the  ordinance  at  the  first  Lebedoff  meet- 
ing were  present  at  the  council  committee 
meeting  considering  the  measure.  And  at 
a meeting  of  independents  the  night  be- 
fore there  were  only  five  votes  against  the 
ordinance,  according  to  Lebedoff.  Steffes 
claims  the  exhibitors  went  on  record  un- 
animously in  its  favor. 

Dues  of  the  Lebedoff  organization  would 
be  much  lower  than  those  of  Northwest 
Allied  and  it  would  steer  clear  of  national 
matters,  devoting  itself  to  local  trade  prob- 
lems, it  had  been  announced. 

A Major  Picture  for 
Minnesota  Puzzles 

Minneapolis — Speculation  is  rife  here  as 
to  how  the  4,000-seat  independently  oper- 
ated Minnesota  Theatre  landed  major 
product,  an  M-G-M  picture,  this  week  for 
the  first  time.  The  house  has  been  in 
operation  for  more  than  a month  and  up 
to  this  time  has  had  to  depend  entirely  on 
independent  product.  And  no  other  major 
company  picture  is  in  prospect. 

The  lowdown  seems  to  be  that  the  pic- 
ture in  que.stion,  “Within  the  Law,”  a 
M-G-M  remake  of  the  old  stage  hit,  was 
released  last  March  and  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  which  has  M-G-M  and 
all  other  major  product  sewed  up,  failed 
to  date  it. 

Somehow  or  other,  Gordon  Greene, 
Minnesota  Theatre  managing  director,  got 
wind  of  this  and  requested  the  picture. 
M-G-M  here  agreed  to  give  it  to  him,  but 
at  this  juncture  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  allegedly  stepped  in  and  sought 
to  date  it. 

Greene  was  notified  that  he  couldn’t 
have  the  film.  Then  there  was  a consider- 
able hullabaloo.  M-G-M  reconsidered  and 
decided  that  he  should  have  the  picture 
for  the  Minnesota  after  all.  Minnesota 
Amusement  apparently  withdrew  agree- 
ably. 

There  have  been  veiled  threats  that  the 
Minnesota  Theatre  plans  an  appeal  to  the 
federal  department  of  justice  or  resort  to 
courts  if  the  major  companies  persist  in 
their  refusal  to  service  it  because  they 
prefer  to  sell  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co. 

The  Benz  interests,  who  operate  both 
the  Minnesota  and  the  2,000-seat  Palace, 
lower  loop  15  cent  subsequent-run  double 
feature  house  now  temporarily  closed, 
also  are  known  to  be  considering  a court 
aciion  to  ct  mpel  the  exchanges  to  service 
the  Palace  for  dime  pictures  the  same  as 
being  done  for  other  smaller  lower  loop 
houses  a few  blocks  distant.  They  want  to 
reopen  the  Palace  at  a dime  admission,  but 


Fight  Taken  to  Court  ior 
Theatre  Lease  Renewal 


Des  Moines — Operators  of  the  Avalon 
Theatre  here  have  brought  suit  in  district 
court  against  the  building  owners  to  ob- 
tain renewal  of  their  lease  on  the  pro- 
perty. 

The  operators,  E.  M.  Garbett,  A.  E. 
Thiele  and  Elias  Garbett  sr.,  filed  the  ac- 
tion against  E.  V.  Patterson  and  his  wife, 
Minnie  Patterson,  the  property  owners. 

In  exercising  an  option  contained  in  the 
present  lease,  which  expires  September  30, 
the  operators  notified  the  property  owners 
of  their  desire  to  renew  the  lease  for  an 
additional  five  years,  the  petition  states. 

The  owners  have  refused  to  sign  a re- 
newal lease,  according  to  the  petition, 
stating  that  it  is  their  intention  to  sell  the 
property. 

The  petitions  ask  that  the  suit  be  tried 
before  expiration  of  the  present  lease  and 
that  the  building  owners  be  enjoined  by 
the  court  from  bringing  a law  action. 


Gresham  Operator  Makes 
Tieup  With  Merchants 

Gresham,  Neb. — Sen.  Bill  Diers  theatre 
here  is  entering  into  a merchants’  agree- 
ment, to  operate  as  a crowd  come-on. 
Idea  is  to  allow  all  high  school  and  under 
age  kids  in  free,  charging  adults  a dime. 
He  figures  to  get  the  oldsters  to  town  to 
entertain  the  kids. 


the  exchanges  insist  that  the  admission  be 
15  cents  at  the  minimum. 

Greene  is  eager  for  the  city  council  to 
pass  the  Northwest  Allied  sponsored  ordi- 
nance limiting  film  shows  to  two  hours 
and  15  minutes  in  length  so  as  to  knock 
out  double  features.  If  this  is  passed,  he 
believes,  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
will  not  be  able  to  absorb  all  the  major 
product  and  some  of  it  will  be  available 
for  his  house.  At  present,  the  circuit’s 
Aster  in  the  loop,  using  a double  feature 
policy,  takes  four  first  runs  nearly  every 
week. 

Other  houses  in  the  loop  that  have  had 
difficulty  in  obtaining  first-run  major 
product  are  the  independent  World,  owned 
by  W.  A.  Steffes,  and  Irving  Gillman’s 
Time,  both  of  them  sure-seaters.  The 
World  closed  several  months  ago,  claim- 
ing inability  to  secure  sufficient  satisfac- 
tory product.  However,  after  considerable 
publicity  was  given  to  Steffes’  plight,  the 
World  began  to  find  pictures  available.  It 
lined  up  “The  Mikado”  for  its  reopening 
and  “Pour  Feathers”  to  follow.  A Para- 
mount British  production,  “Stolen  Life,” 
also  has  been  made  available. 

While  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
hasn’t  completed  its  new-season  product 
deals  yet,  John  J.  Priedl,  its  general  man- 
ager, says  there’s  no  significance  to  this. 
Various  details  have  to  be  ironed  out,  he 
says,  and  this  takes  time.  There  have 
been  no  serious  disagreements  over  prices, 
he  insists,  and  he  expects  eventually,  in 
association  with  the  Mort  H.  Singer  Or- 
pheum,  to  continue  with  the  major  prod- 
ucts the  same  as  hitherto. 
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Series  of  Regionals  by  KMT  A; 
Fair  Trade  Practices  Topic 


QN  THE  ROW:  “Yic”  Williams,  Delphus, 
Carthage,  Mo.;  E.  L.  Lewellyn,  Rosen- 
dale,  Rosendale,  Mo.;  M.  B.  Presley,  Globe, 
Savannah,  Mo.;  Cle  Bratton,  Ritz,  Council 
Grove,  Kas.;  George  Lehman,  Plaza,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.;  Gus  Diamond,  Vogue,  Sa- 
lina,  Kas.;  J.  Ward  Spielman,  Gem,  Bald- 
win, Kas.;  Larry  Larsen,  Civic,  Webb  City, 
Mo.;  A.  J.  Simmons,  Lamar,  Mo.;  A.  W. 
Heyl,  Kaw,  Junction  City,  Kas.;  Frank 
Cassil,  Rialto,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Fred  Wil- 
cox. Lockwood,  Lockwood,  Mo.;  L.  O. 
Ringler,  Peabody,  Kas. 

T.  S.  “Curly”  Wilson  was  on  Filmrow 
from  the  Beyer  at  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo., 
and  gave  ample  evidence  of  his  member- 
ship in  the  order  of  “The  Brothers  of  the 
Brush,”  a zitz  club  for  bewhiskered  pusses. 
It  seems  Excelsior  is  to  have  a Mulesta, 
and  the  local  boys  are  advertising  it  with 
their  chins  . . . A.  W.  Heyl,  Junction  City, 
Kas.,  has  taken  over  the  Avon,  Hillsboro, 
Kas.,  from  E.  C.  Armold. 

Norris  Cresswell,  the  photographer,  was 
on  the  Lake  of  the  Ozarks  the  other  day 
enjoying  a vacation  when  he  heard  a 
shout  from  the  lake.  Walking  out  of  the 
lodge  at  Gravois  Mills,  he  watched  a big 
power  cruiser  pull  up.  “Hey,  is  Cresswell 
there?”  Jack  Shriner  (the  big  yachtman), 
Les  Durland,  and  Chuck  Esterle  were 
aboard.  Just  a case  of  Filmrow  getting 
together. 

Ruth  Toler  is  succeeding  Virginia  Hud- 
son on  the  telephone  at  the  Columbia  ex- 
change. Virginia  is  leaving  Saturday.  Ruth 
used  to  be  at  Monogram  . . . Chapter  2 of 
Ed  Solig’s  vacation  was  urritten  last  week 
when  he  went  to  Chicago  and  Omaha. 

Please  take  note,  you  guys.  Frances 
Smith  at  Republic  came  in  the  other 
morning  with  a diamond  on  that  particu- 
lar finger.  We  understand  it  started  Deco- 
ration Day.  Hmmm. 

The  Dickinson  Theatre  in  Mission  Acres 
(just  outside  Kansas  City,  Kas.)  enter- 
tained 300  orphans.  Busses  ivere  provided 
by  the  theatre  for  the  youngsters. 

Frank  Bowen  of  American  Desk  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  Temple,  Tex.,  is  reseating 
the  Sosna  Theatre  at  Moberly,  Mo.,  for 
Louis  Sosna,  with  510  fully  upholstered 
chairs.  Bowen  also  is  reseating  the  Sun, 
Kansas  City,  and  installing  new  seats  in 
Gus  Diamond’s  new  house  in  Eldorado, 
Kas. 

Johnny  Scott  of  Republic-Midwest  and 
Walt  Kirkham  of  Commonwealth  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  left  Thursday  for  Minneapolis 
on  vacation.  This  is  a WARNING  to  all 
Minnesotans  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  these 
two.  If  you  see  them,  DODGE  ’EM. 

In  town:  Bob  Robison,  Grant,  Grant 
City,  Mo.;  F.  L.  Chenoweth,  manager  for 
Earl  Kerr  at  Albany  and  Bethany,  Mo.; 
Walter  Lovan,  Park,  Eldorado,  Mo.; 
George  Hayob,  Mary  Lou,  Marshall,  Mo.; 
Loren  Turner,  Maywood,  Plaza,  Electric 
and  Granada,  Independence,  Mo.;  E.  Van 
Hyning,  Ritz,  Parsons,  Kas.;  Robert  Mar- 
tin, Cozy,  Chetopah,  Kas.;  Walt  Talbot, 
Rogers,  Ark.;  J.  W.  Grantham,  Ritz  and 
Baxter,  Baxter  Springs;  Howard  Killian, 
Kaw,  Marion,  Kas.,  and  Avon,  Hillsboro. 


Jameson  Chairman  of 
Annual  Movie  Ball 

Kansas  City — Variety  Club  has  named 
Earl  Jameson  of  Film  Delivery  as  general 
chairman  of  the  annual  Movie  Ball,  char- 
ity affair  held  each  year  to  raise  money 
for  Filmrow’s  own  charitable  activities. 
Jameson  was  general  chairman  last  year. 

The  Movie  Ball  was  one  of  the  prime 
subjects  of  discussion  at  a meeting  of  Va- 
riety, Monday  night.  George  S.  Baker, 
chief  barker,  presided. 

F.  E.  Ritter  of  the  Uptown  and  T.  R. 
Thompson  of  RKO  were  named  co-chair- 
men for  the  annual  golf  tournament, 
tentatively  scheduled  for  the  last  Monday 
in  September. 

In  their  report  as  co-chairmen  of  the 
games  committee,  Robert  F.  Withers  of 
Republic-Midwest  and  Harold  Lux  of 
Screenland  indicated  they  planned  to  ar- 
range several  tournaments  (ping-pong, 
billiards,  etc.)  during  September,  October 
and  November. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita.  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Kansas  City — Fair  trade  practices — 
what  independent  exhibitors  want  and 
how  they  think  they  should  go  about  get- 
ting them — will  be  the  subject  of  a new 
series  of  regional  meetings  which  Kansas- 
Missouri  Theatres  Ass’n  plans  to  hold  in 
Kansas  and  Missouri  next  month. 

Pi’ank  Cassil,  president,  indicated  the 
action  of  the  department  of  justice  in 
turning  thumbs  down  on  the  code  had  left 
independents  in  a quandary,  especially 
since  the  government’s  move  leaves  in  ex- 
hibitors’ minds  the  strong  conviction  there 
will  now  be  more  government  suits. 

Exhibitors  will  focus  their  discussions  on 
a possible  future  course  of  action  with  re- 
spect to  fair  trade  practices. 

Cassil  indicated  dates  for  the  meetings 
and  their  locations  might  be  announced 
by  next  week.  The  number  will  be  ap- 
proximately the  same  as  that  held  last 
winter  before  the  legislatures  met  in  Kan- 
sas and  Missouri;  that  is,  about  ten,  with 
the  odd  one  in  Kansas. 


Our  Apologies,  Abraham 

Kansas  City — Leon  S.  Abraham,  RKO 
office  manager,  was  inadvertently  men- 
tioned as  booker  last  week. 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
£.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  —— 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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lowans  in  New  York — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Sandler  and  sons  of  the  Northwood  Theatre.  North- 
wood,  la.,  get  their  pictures  taken  while  visiting  the  RKO  World’s  Fair  ex- 
hibitors' lounge. 


J^AY  Copeland’s  secretary.  Isobelle  Conk- 
ling,  is  vacationing  (we  remember  a va- 
cation of  Isobelle’s  at  Camp  Hantesa  about 
15  years  ago  when  she  was  just  a w^ee 
little  girl  who  cried  a lot,  and  we  were  not 
quite  so  wee  and  too  mean  to  cry  ) . . . 
Conrad  Curtis,  who  took  Jerry  Bahner’s 
place  at  Paramount,  has  taken  off  for 
New  York  with  wedding  bells  tinkling  in 
his  ears  . . . Art  Paulds  is  doing  his  loaf- 
ing in  California  . . . Pat  Snyder  says  she’s 
going  to  content  herself  with  a weekend 
in  Davenport  . . . Bing  Miller  is  in  Cleve- 
land visiting  his  family. 

Mel  Evidon  may  be  quiet  himse'f.  but 
there  wasn’t  aiiy  soft-peddle  on  those 
black  and  white  checkered  slacks  and  tie 
he  was  sporting  the  other  day  . . . M-G-M 
staff  wasn’t  so  chipper  W ednesday . Helen 
Quire  and  Lester  Riley  were  blowing  noses 
in  harmony;  Maxine  Bunkofske  was  nurs- 
ijig  the  place  where  a tooth  ivas.  and  every- 
body seemed  to  be  taking  an  interest  in 
Oriett  Montgomery’s  neck  ailment.  Even 
such  a sick  crew  laughed  when  Mitzi  Lee 
got  hung  up  on  Metro’s  high  counter  and 
squeaked  noisily  for  Renee  to  save  her. 
They  all  guffawed  again  when  we  were  tell- 
ing Bud  Shumow,  “At  Spirit  Lake,  Speed 
Lambert  passed  out”  and  Bud  said  “Gosh, 
did  he?”  before  ive  could  add  “popcorn.” 
Frank  Gaskill  made  the  R&T  front  page 
just  like  “Career”  when  he  met  his  pretty 
divorced  wife  at  a party  and  re-inarried 
her. 

A short,  blond,  good-natured  booker  in 
DM  hopes  Walker  and  Sherrill  in  Metro’s 
Kaycee  office  read  this:  Who  owes  who 
one-fifth  of  Scotch  (Haig  & Haig  pre- 
ferred) and  when  are  they  going  to  pay 
ic?  . . . Ollie  Reese,  the  artistic  soul  at 
RKO,  outdid  herself  on  that  lovely  bou- 
quet of  white  gladiolas  in  the  white  pot- 
tery vase  . . . And  Lou  Elman  must  be 
cut-doing  himself,  when  he’s  got  the  peo- 
ple who  work  for  him  telling  how  hard 
Lou  works.  They  claim  Lou’s  been  hitting 
ihe  Lail  for  months  ’n  months!  Bill  Curry 
is  thinking  about  copying  Mitzi’s  haircut 
on  his  two  little  feminine  images  . . . Don 
West  is  either  a darn  good  bowler  or  the 
guy’s  conceited.  He’s  signed  up  to  play  on 
TWO  bowling  teams  and  has  several  other 
offers! ! 


^JARVIN  POSSE  is  soooo  naive  . . . He 
had  a luncheon  engagement  in  DM 
the  last  time  he  was  in  from  Wellman  and 
LaPorte  City.  He  went  along  the  Row 
bragging  that  all  he  had  to  buy  her  was 
lemon  coke.  He  doesn’t  know  that  when  a 
gal  starts  going  easy  on  the  pocketbook, 
she’s  trying  to  get  a place  in  the  sun  for 
life. 


Elmer  Burch  had  his  son  here  in  the 
hospital.  He  is  planning  on  taking  him  to 
the  University  Hospital  in  Iowa  City  soon. 
We  wish  good  news  when  you  get  him 
there,  Elmer. 


The  Iowa  state  fair  provided  an  unex- 
pected plug  for  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  here 
when  eight  of  the  midgets  in  one  of  the 
midway  sideshows  turned  out  to  be  Munch- 
kins  in  the  film.  They  hadn’t  seen  them- 
selves on  the  screen  yet,  so  they  lined  up  at 
the  boxoffice  (not  the  magazine)  whilst  a 
photographer  pushed  a button. 

Mel  Evidon’s  trade  showing  of  “Golden 
Boy”  was  an  event  despite  his  earlier  of- 
fering of  the  film  in  Iowa  City  and  the 
screening  at  the  little  Fox  Theatre  here 
. . . Warner  will  be  happy  to  know  that 
the  diary  gag  on  Brenda  Marshall  was 
going  into  type  at  the  R&T  before  the 
janitor  had  collected  the  discarded  en- 
velope. 

The  McNerney  Drug  store  pinball  ma- 
chine has  been  getting  the  puzzled  glances 
of  the  boss  since  one  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  hands  nicked  it  for  $9.45  in  two 
days  . . . Dr.  Cuthbert  D.  Sinith  has  “The 
Life  and  Loves  of  Beethoven”  scheduled 
next  on  his  program  of  foreign-made  films 
at  the  Beaver  Theatre.  He’s  conducting  a 
one-man  Gallup  poll  to  find  out  if  he’ll 
dare  to  boost  the  price  from  56  to  70  cents. 

One  of  the  district  winners  in  the  red- 
head contest  wrote  a nice  thank-you  note 
to  the  judges  . . . Fern  Staley  of  Iowa 
county  wired  her  much  obliges  to  Susan 


George  Tidrick,  who  recently  sold 
Pleasantville  to  H.  O.  Cobb,  is  planning  on 
opening  Monroe. 


Everybody  showed  up  on  the  Row  this 
week:  A.  T.  Chado,  Cedar  Rapids  (he  runs 
Riverside,  Lone  Tree,  and  Oxford) ; Art 
Meredith  from  Sigourney;  Charlie  Marks 
of  Garner;  Floyd  Puffer  of  Cresco;  Floyd 
Rafferty  from  Coon  Rapids;  Laurel  Nel- 
son, Gowery;  Ralph  Pratt  and  Tom  Dun- 
can of  Washington,  and  W.  H.  Smith  of 
Manchester. 


Hayward  . . . News  that  Virginia  Hux- 
ford  (one  of  the  redheads)  of  Des  Moines 
had  been  named  national  popcorn  queen 
or  something  like  that  was  shushed 
through  the  week  prior  to  the  redhead  con- 
test finals  and  screen  test  at  the  state  fair, 
for  fear  of  influencing  judges  in  the  Para- 
mount-Ri&T-State  Fair  stunt. 

With  Warner’s  Hula  Dancer  Lulu  strut- 
ting her  stuff  (deah,  deah!)  on  the  Mid- 
way and  a professional  Hollywood  cow- 
boy, Pinky  Barnes,  entered  in  the  rodeo 
with  Barton  Carter,  Oklahoma  neighbor 
of  the  late  Will  Rogers,  Hollywood’s  still 
doing  all  right  for  publicity  in  the  DM 
sheet. 


Writ  Is  Granted  Hanson 
In  Humboldt  Dispute 

Lincoln — Oscar  W.  Hanson  was  granted 
a temporary  injimction  in  district  court 
this  week  to  restrain  Dorwin  L.  Frank  and 
Lewis  M.  Billings  from  interfering  with 
him  in  operation  of  the  Plaza,  Humboldt, 
Neb. 

Hanson  claimed  he  purchased  the  thea- 
tre from  Frank  and  Billings  last  year. 
Contract  gave  the  pair  the  right  to  rebuy 
the  property  by  paying  Frank  $4,500  on  or 
before  Jan.  2,  1940.  Frank  alleges  the 
defendants  have  taken  possession  of  the 
house  without  complying  with  the  terms  of 
the  contract. 


McDonald  Bros,  Building 
500-Seater  in  Mitchell 

Mitchell,  Neb. — ^McDonald  Brothers  of 
Torrington,  Wyo.,  have  started  construc- 
tion on  a new  theatre  here  to  cost  about 
$30,000.  The  building  will  be  of  cinder 
block,  re-inforced  concrete  and  steel  con- 
struction, and  will  seat  about  500. 


Termer  to  Rita  Johnson 

Hollywood  — Rita  Johnson,  former 
Broadway  stage  actress,  has  been  signed 
to  a new  long-term  contract  by  Metro. 
Her  most  recent  picture  for  the  studio 
was  "Stronger  Than  Desire.” 


....AW,  SHUCKS! 

■ From  the  Tall  Corn — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 
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■y^ELWORTH  THEATRES  office  staff 
at  full  strength  again  with  return  of 
A1  Hill,  Helen  Johnson  and  Bud  Mclnerny 
from  vacations  . . . Charlie  DuRyk,  hustl- 
ing Ten-O-Win  representative,  who  con- 
siders a jump  from  St.  Louis  to  Minne- 
apolis via  Cleveland  just  another  incident 
in  his  working  day,  is  fattening  his  list  of 
accounts  in  this  territory  . . . George  Jer- 
main,  the  Metro  Premium  man,  enjoyed 
sunburn  in  Lake  Benton,  Mich.,  while  folks 
here  stayed  inside  during  a rainy  Sunday. 
He  unbuttoned  his  shirt  to  prove  it  upon 
his  return. 

Joe  Floyd,  manager  of  the  Hollywood 
Theatre,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  swung  a neat 
“want  ad”  tieup,  an  exclusive  and  perma- 
nent feature  . . . Bill  Volk,  prominent  local 
independent  exhibitor,  is  moving  into  a 
pretentious  modernistic  home  . . . Ted  Bol- 
nick,  Eddie  Ruben’s  man  at  LaCrosse, 
Wis.,  and  the  Mrs.  in  town  . . . Ben  Spe- 
wak,  the  promoter,  dickering  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Minneapolis  baseball  team  for 
barnstorming  dates  at  the  season’s  close  in 
Minneapolis  public  parks.  Under  the  plan 
they’d  play  against  neighborhood  aggrega- 
tions. 

Maitland  Frosch,  the  theatre  supply 
man,  reports  renewed  activity  in  this  ter- 
ritory’s theatres  in  improving  equipment 
. . . Ben  Ashe,  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, motion  pictures  “dearest  friend 
and  severest  critic,”  is  organizing  a kiddies’ 
band  at  his  theatre.  He  says  he  believes 
his  patrons  are  entitled  to  some  entertain- 
ment . . . “Mickey”  Goldhammer,  RKO 
district  manager,  taking  horseback  les- 
sons. On  a pony,  Mickey?  . . . Mike  Manus, 


JULIA  AMDERSOM,  Grand  National  of- 
fice manager,  was  married  this  week. 
She  will  make  her  home  in  Des  Moines, 
where  her  husband  is  in  the  printing  busi- 
ness. Best  of  luck  from  the  entire  Omaha 
Filmrow,  Julia  . . . Elmer  Sedin,  RKO 
home  office  representative,  is  here. 

Rubie  Anderson  is  now  working  in  the 
Grand  National  exchange  as  cashier,  tak- 
ing over  some  of  Julia  Anderson’s  duties. 
Rubie  was  formerly  assistant  cashier  at 
Warner  . . . Lucille  Clow,  Paramount,  has 
a birthday  next  week. 

Fern  Bull  is  the  new  steno  at  the  RKO 
exchange,  taking  the  place  of  Bessie  Hal- 
stead who  went  to  Los  Angeles  for  a vaca- 
tion and  wound  up  getting  a job  in  an 
exchange  there  . . . Sol  Francis  has  the 
Renfrew  series,  released  through  Mono- 
gram. 

C.  E.  Werden,  Capitol  Theatre,  Hartley, 
la.,  has  a birthday  this  week,  also  Roy 
Small,  Cozy,  Wymore,  Neb.;  Carsten  Gehl- 
sen,  Burke  Theatre,  Burke,  S.  D.;  Bruce 
Merrill,  Lyric,  Edgar,  Neb.;  Hollis  Silken- 
sen,  Silkys,  Dell  Rapids,  S.  D.  . . . Hubert 
Schrodt,  Grand,  Estherville,  la.,  celebrates 
his  11th  wedding  anniversary  next  week. 

Universal’s  “The  Under-Pup”  got  a big 
hand  at  a special  trade  screening  at  the 
Dundee  in  Omaha.  The  invitations  had  it  a 


Twin  City  Variety  Club  steward,  proving 
his  right  to  the  title  “star  fisherman”  on 
every  visit  to  the  lakes. 

Abe  Kaplan,  Twin  City  independent,  on 
a diet.  Expects  it  to  start  showing  soon 
. . . Arnold  Crane,  Lake  City,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, heading  for  Omaha  to  attend  fra- 
ternity convention  . . . Emery  Eckberg, 
manager  of  the  South  St.  Paul  Hollywood 
Theatre,  vacationing  at  Yellowstone  . . . 
Eddie  Swanson,  another  manager  down 
the  river  at  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  also  away, 
browsing  through  the  Missouri  Ozarks  . . • 
Harold  Field,  owner  of  the  large  Iowa  in- 
dependent circuit,  host  to  his  employes  at 
his  Lake  Minnetonka  home  during  his 
chain’s  convention  here  . . . Leonard  Gross- 
man,  the  genial  Movie  Cash  fellow,  reports 
town  after  town  lining  up  this  theatre 
promotion. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Mike  DuFae,  Milbank,  S.  D.; 
Charles  Connaught,  Olivia,  Minn.;  E.  P. 
Parsons,  Renville,  Minn.;  Don  Buckley, 
Redwood  Palls,  Minn.;  Dean  Smith, 
Stewartville,  Minn.;  Emma  Raeburn, 
Lemon,  S.  D.  (who  just  took  over  the  Wil- 
low Theatre,  Linton,  S.  D.) ; E.  P.  Daniel- 
son, Mabel,  Minn.,  and  Don  Anderson, 
Pine  Island,  Minn.  . . . Two  pictures  that 
aroused  considerable  enthusiasm  among 
its  auditors  at  special  invitation  exhibi- 
tors screenings  this  week  were  Columbia’s 
“Golden  Boy,”  and  Universal’s  “The  Un- 
der-Pup” . . . Gene  Meredith,  Warner 
Brothers’  chief  accountant,  back  from  his 
vacation,  says  he  covered  6,000  miles  on  his 
jaunt  to  California  and  back. 


“Joe  Pusternack  production”  . . . Lou  Levy, 
Grand  National  boss  for  Omaha  and  Des 
Moines,  was  in  this  territory  this  week. 

A few  exhibitors  who  have  been  in  the 
theatre  business  20  years  or  more  include 
Frederic  Largen,  Lyric,  Creighton,  Neb-; 
J.  Erie  Kirk,  North  Star,  Omaha;  Paul  G. 
Held,  Strand,  Griswold,  la.;  Roy  Small, 
Wymore,  Neb.;  Ralph  E.  Falkinburg,  Ma- 
jestic, Lexington,  Neb.;  Arthur  G.  Miller, 
Lyric,  AtkmsoJi,  Neb. 

George  P.  Burch  has  taken  over  the 
Strand  Theatre  at  Walnut,  la.,  from  W.  P. 
Carter.  Carter  returned  to  State  Center, 
la.,  his  plans  unannounced  . . . Roy  Reich- 
ard,  Orpheum,  Mapleton,  la.,  was  on  the 
Row.  Also  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Kugel,  State, 
Holstein,  la. 

Eddie  Forester,  Omaha  manager,  leav- 
ing this  week  for  sunny  California  with 
Ms  family.  After  11  years  in  the  business, 
Eddie  is  going  to  try  his  hand  as  a maga- 
zine writer  and  we’re  predicting  a success. 
Good  luck,  Eddie! 

Jake  Rachman,  World-Herald  column- 
ist, did  double  duty  as  film  critic  while 
Keith  Wilson  visited  the  New  York  Pair. 
Jake  was  formerly  critic  for  the  old  Bee- 
Neios  and  has  many  friends  among  ex- 
hibitors and  filmites. 


Grand  National  has  moved  from  its  for- 
mer quarters,  which  were  taken  over  by 
Monogram,  to  74  Glenwood  Ave.,  at  the 
corner  of  11th  St.,  north.  Eph  Rosen,  its 
new  branch  manager,  expects  to  have 
three  releases  ready  for  distribution  in  the 
territory  this  month.  The  films  are  ready, 
he  points  out,  but  are  being  held  up  tem- 
porarily . . . H.  M.  Herbel,  Warner  dis- 
trict manager,  a visitor  . . . Eddie  Burke, 
Minneapolis  “Theatre  Book  Night”  dis- 
tributor, has  moved  his  quarters  from  1111 
Currie  Ave.  to  74  Glenwood  Ave.,  No.  He 
says  he  has  40  theatres  already  lined  up 
on  the  deal,  starting  September  9 ...  C. 
K.  Olson,  Warner  branch  manager,  visited 
northern  Minnesota  accounts  . . , Larry 
Klein.  RKO  office  manager,  visiting  par- 
ents in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Jerry  Weisfeldt,  Warner  booker,  back 
from  a visit  to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair 
. . . Mae  Johnson,  United  Artists  cashier, 
wedded  to  Emmett  Ward  during  her  vaca- 
tion. She’ll  return  to  the  job  after  her 
vacation  honeymoon  . . . The  popular  Bill 
Elson,  almost  an  institution  as  a toast- 
master here,  served  in  that  capacity,  of 
course,  at  the  trade’s  testimonial  dinner 
tossed  for  L.  E.  Goldhammer  in  celebration 
of  his  promotion  from  branch  to  district 
manager  for  RKO  . . . Morrie  Abrams, 
M-G-M  exploiteer,  out  in  the  territory, 
working  hard  on  “Wizard  of  Oz,”  which 
did  sensational  business  at  the  State  here 
the  past  week  and  has  moved  over  to  the 
Century  for  a second  loop  week. 

Paramount  has  a release  going  into  the 
World  here  for  its  first-run.  Picture  is  the 
British-made  “Stolen  Life,”  and  will  fol- 
low “Four  Feathers”  at  the  Steffes  house 
. . . Minneapolis  M-G-M  office  still  in  the 
lead  in  its  district  in  the  “Championship 
Contest.”  District  includes,  in  addition  to 
Minneapolis,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Milwaukee 
and  Indianapolis  . . . “Hy”  Chapman,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager,  visited  western 
Wisconsin  and  Duluth  accounts. 

A.  Selby  Carr,  John  Pritcher  and  Ernie 
Lund,  Paramount  office  manager  and 
head  and  assistant  booker,  respectively, 
brought  back  a large  batch  of  fish  from 
their  northern  Minnesota  jaunt  . . . Big 
surprise  is  fact  that  Benny  Goodman, 
booked  into  the  St.  Paul  Orpheum,  Sep- 
tember 21,  will  not  play  the  Orpheum  here. 
Last  season  he  played  the  Minneapolis 
Orpheum,  doing  an  exceptionally  big  busi- 
ness, and  did  not  visit  St.  Paul.  They  fig- 
ure it’s  too  soon  to  bring  him  back  here 
. . . Max  Batsel,  chief  engineer  for  RCA 
Photophone,  came  from  Camden,  N.  J., 
to  spend  several  days  with  A.  P.  Bill,  local 
representative,  and  to  confer  with  local 
accounts  regarding  service  . . . W.  A.  Stef- 
fes’ Alvin  Theatre  will  have  at  least  foui’ 
legitimate  roadshow  attractions  the  com- 
ing season — those  sent  out  by  Arthur 
Oberfelder’s  Legitimate  Theatre  Corp. 

Joe  Podoloff,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager, back  from  a conference  in  Chicago 
with  W.  C.  Gehring,  division  manager  . . . 
Don  O’Neill,  assistant  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  booker,  combining  a vacation  and 
honeymoon  . . . “Stanley  and  Livingstone” 
was  held  over  for  a second  week  in  Minn- 
eapolis because  of  big  business. 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  2,  1939 


59 


"Big  Four"  Again  lo 
Conducl  Barbecue 

Kansas  City — Probably  the  biggest  pure- 
ly industry  affair,  certainly  the  most  spon- 
taneous and  most  enjoyable,  will  be  re- 
peated September  11  at  Earl  Jameson’s 
Acres  south  of  town  when  J.  F.  B.  J. 
(Jameson,  Reube  Finkelstein,  Dick  Bie- 
chele,  and  Finton  Jones)  present  the  an- 
nual barbecue  dinner.  Advertised  as 
“positively  the  last,”  the  boys  are  being 
traditional  about  the  event,  since  every 
one  before  has  been  advertised  that  way. 
This  year  they  even  admit  the  question- 
ability  of  such  a statement  by  following  it 
with  a question  mark. 

Last  year  every  member  of  film,  theatre 
and  allied  trades  who  were  in  Kansas  City 
or  near  it  attended  the  barbecue.  It  at- 
tracted persons  in  the  industry  who  hard- 
ly ever  show  up  at  any  other  industry 
event.  If  it  keeps  growing  and  getting 
better,  as  it  has  each  year,  the  boys  will 
have  to  lease  Swope  Park. 

Constituted  of  goodwill  and  good  eats, 
the  affair  has  become  a successful  gesture 
of  good  fellowship  from  four  of  Filmrow’s 
most  popular  inhabitants  to  the  industry 
in  Kansas  City  and  its  territory. 

Frank  Bowens  to  Observe 
A Silver  Anniversary 

Kansas  City — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Bowen  (Frank  and  Betty  to  you)  will  cele- 
brate their  25th  wedding  anniversary 
September  5.  Both  are  familiar — and  well 
liked — figures  on  Filmrow,  and  the  indus- 
try at  large  is  congratulating  them  this 
week  on  the  event,  which,  the  Bowens  say, 
they  will  celebrate  very  quietly. 

Frank,  who  now  represents  American 
Desk  Mfg.  Co.  of  Temple,  Tex.,  for  thea- 
tre seating,  has  been  in  or  next  to  the 
show  business  since  1901.  As  a youngster, 
he  worked  backstage  of  the  Auditorium 
Theatre,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  as  prop  boy  and 
later  shifting  scenery.  And  he  can  still 
remember  the  names  of  the  shows  he 
worked,  too;  “Babes  in  Toyland,”  “Isle  of 
Spice,”  “Yankee  Counsel,”  Maude  Adams 
in  “Winter’s  Tale,”  “The  Old  Homestead,” 
“Amateur  Cracksman,”  Montgomery  & 
Stone  in  “Wizard  of  Oz,”  etc. 

In  1905,  he  managed  the  Electric  Park 
at  Glen  Haven,  N.  Y.,  near  Rochester. 

Betty  and  Frank  were  married  in  Au- 
burn, which  is  Frank’s  home  town. 

Frank  was  in  the  park  business  at  Salis- 
bury Beach,  Mass.,  till  1914.  In  1920,  he 
entered  the  field  of  theatre  seating  in 
Kansas  City,  transferring  to  New  York  in 
1925.  He  sold  jobs  like  the  Roxy  in  New 
York,  and  handled  the  seating  of  Muehle- 
bach  Field  in  Kansas  City.  In  1929,  he 
went  to  California,  but  returned  to  Kan- 
sas City  in  1932. 

The  Bowens  are  stUl  in  love — with  show 
business,  with  each  other,  and  with  life. 


Barrie  Burke  Pays  a Visit 

New  York — Barrie  Burke,  division  man- 
ager for  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  in 
Minneapolis,  was  a visitor  to  Paramount’s 
World’s  Fair  Lounge  in  the  home  office. 


Branton  Knew 
His  Man 

Des  Moines — When  Bill  Scholl,  ex- 
ploiting “In  Name  Only"  for  REO, 
walked  into  G.  Ralph  Branton's  office 
at  Tri-States  last  week,  G.  roared: 

"I  know  you.  You've  worked  for  me 
somewhere." 

He  wasn't  wrong.  Scholl  was  his  of- 
fice boy  in  Boston,  yars  and  yars  ago. 


IL  )l[  M C O IL  H 

gOB  LIVINGSTON  is  back  from  a trip 
to  Pittsburgh  and  his  old  home  town 
of  Cressline,  Ohio,  where  he  buried  his 
brother,  Ed,  a former  railroader  . . . Keith 
Wilson,  the  Omaha  World-Herald  film 
critic,  took  off  for  an  eastern  vacation,  so 
could  not  fill  one  of  the  vmeasy  chairs  as 
a judge  in  York,  Neb.,  for  the  beauty 
contest  . . . While  at  camp  in  Ashland, 
Boxoffice  ran  onto  Bob  Becker,  the  village 
jack-of-all-trades,  who  is  the  Neu  Theatre’s 
projectionist  and  sub  mailman. 

Only  night  during  the  guard  scraps  that 
Carl  Reese,  the  Omaha  Filmrowite,  came 
down,  the  fisticuffs  were  rained  out  . . . 
Harry  Schiller  is  vacationing  from  his  du- 
ties in  Graiid  Island,  and  Earl  Engstrom, 
who  used  to  be  an  artist  under  Author 
Eddie  Forester,  when  he  was  manager 
there,  is  handling  the  town  . . . Incidental- 
ly, this  man  Bill  Youngclaus,  in  Grand  Is- 
land, is  a harder  man  to  find  than  one 
who  has  a ll-slow  rating  in  the  credit  blue- 
book.  {That’s  a simile,  not  necessarily  a 
fact) . 

Bob  Huffman  is  back  to  work.  Reason: 
He  was  cut  down  in  the  city  golf  cham- 
pionships . . . Mike  Roth  makes  more  calls 
to  sen  trailers  than  most  celluloid  peddlers 
do  to  sell  a whole  program  of  features. 
He’s  thinking  of  traveling  by  narrow  gauge 
railroad  in  keeping  with  his  product,  when 
and  where  such  road  is  available  . . . Jack 
McCarty  is  still  running  the  Duckyour- 
headasyouenter  Theatre  in  Gretna,  Neb. 

. . . Vincent  J.  DiFiore  is  Theatrerow’s  No. 
1 jitterbug,  not  because  he’s  so  good,  but 
because  nobody  else  dances. 

Bomb  proof  shelter  item:  State  American 
Legion  convention  was  held  here,  and  Ed 
Vaughan  is  still  trying  to  find  out  who 
threw  that  paperbag  of  water  out  of  that 
hotel  window  which  bull’s-eyed  his  noggin 
and  showered  him  profusely  . . . Carl  Rose, 
the  York,  Neb.,  lad  who  makes  his  com- 
munity believe  in  the  show  business,  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  town’s  baseball  team. 
He  confides  the  stock  wasn’t  worth  the 
paper  it  was  written  on,  so  they  didn’t 
bother  to  write  it  ..  . Sen.  Bill  Diers,  the 
speaker  of  the  legislature,  a grocer,  a 
banker,  a farmer,  and  a showman  in  Gres- 
ham, Neb.,  would  like  to  sell  the  latter  de- 
partment, says  he.  He  tried  to  get  it  under 
the  AAA  and  get  paid  for  not  running  the 
theatre,  but  he  found  the  inspectors  were 
not  THAT  careless. 

Orville  Rennie,  Hastings,  is  already 
framing  an  idea  for  another  program  of 
home-talented  productions  for  this  winter 


Higdon  Helps  Guide 
Expansion  Program 

Kansas  City — Partnership  Theatres, 
Inc.,  Dallas,  Tex.,  has  retained  Ray  Hig- 
don, theatre  broker,  as  contact  man  for 
an  expansion  program  that  wiU  take  him 
into  Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Arkansas, 
and  Arizona.  Higdon  left  National  Screen 
Service  in  Oklahoma  about  six  months  ago 
to  come  here  where  he  has  been  buying  and 
selling  theatres.  He  formerly  was  branch 
manager  for  Fox  in  Oklahoma  City,  and 
has  also  been  in  the  theatre  business. 


A Big  Opening  for  Giles 
In  Kaycee  by  Wollberg 

Kansas  City — John  Wolfberg  had  a big 
opening  at  the  Giles,  former  Mokan,  Fri- 
day night.  The  house  has  been  refur- 
bished from  screen  to  marquee  and  is  one 
of  the  finest  suburban  subsequents  in 
town. 


Variety  Enterprises  Sets 
Headquarters  in  Omaha 

Ashland,  Neb. — W.  M.  Miller,  the  Neu 
Theatre  operator  here,  has  formed  Variety 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  in 
Omaha.  VEI’s  function  is  to  handle 
“check  night”  in  Nebraska,  Iowa  and  Da- 
kota territory. 


HiHners  Visit  Fair 

New  York — William  Hiffner,  operator 
of  the  Academy  Theatre  in  Lebanon,  Pa., 
and  his  family  were  among  visitors  to  the 
Paramount’s  World’s  Fair  headquarters 
here. 


season  in  his  town.  He  makes  tired  old 
vaudeville  live,  even  when  it  looks  very 
much  like  everybody  else  is  trying  to  kill 
it  . . . Mance  Lofgren  is  taking  his  Mrs. 
and  vacationing  pretty  soon  ...  No  re- 
ports on  Frank  Roberts  since  he  droppecf 
auditing  for  theatre  operations  in  Colo- 
rado, but  he  must  be  doing  all  right  . . . 
Ike  Hoig,  in  for  a couple  of  new  suits,  a 
pinch  of  his  gal’s  hand  and  a hello  to  the 
homefolks,  is  now  en  route  back  to  work 
in  Pueblo,  Colo.  He  denied  he’s  secretly 
married,  or  even  contemplates  double 
harness. 

Turnpike  Casino  bows  to  the  college 
crowd  on  three-day  week  basis  on  Septem- 
ber 15,  and  the  first  band  in  loill  be  Wayne 
King  . . . Abe  Lyman,  in  for  a date  in  the 
same  dancery  last  week,  said  Eleanor  Pow- 
ell, the  screen  dancer  gave  him  back  his 
$3,500  glitter-rock,  and  their  romance, 
which  heated  and  cooled  for  five  years,  is 
off  for  good.  Lyman  and  his  brother,  Mike, 
are  again  dealing  for  the  Trocadero,  Holly- 
wood night  club  . . . Howard  Federer  says 
any  husband  would  prefer  getting  news  of 
a Paris  divorce  in  his  mail,  than  paris 
green  in  his  coffee. 
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Premiere  in  Hospital 


Omaha — Omaha  had  its  own  world  pre- 
miere when  a small  enthusiastic  group 
crowded  the  solarium  of  St.  Catherine’s 
Hospital  to  witness  Paramount’s  “The  Star 
Maker,”  and  to  pay  homage  to  a heart- 
broken little  orphan  girl  from  Detroit, 
Helen  Bereda. 

Helen  was  on  her  way  to  Hollywood  as 
the  guest  of  Linda  Ware,  14-year-old  sing- 
ing discovery  who  is  starred  in  the  picture 
with  Bing  Crosby,  when  she  was  stricken 
ill  and  rushed  to  the  hospital  for  an  ap- 
pendicitis operation. 

When  Paramount  executives  learned  of 
her  misfortune,  a special  film  was  rushed 
here  and  orders  given  to  install  sound 
projection  at  the  little  girl’s  bedside. 

The  Omaha  premiere  was  held  simul- 
taneously with  the  Hollywood  showing  at 
the  Carthay  Circle. 

The  audience  was  made  up  entirely  of 
friends  invited  by  Helen,  local  dignitaries 
and  city  officials,  who  have  been  especial- 
ly kind  and  attentive  to  the  little  girl. 


Scott-Ballantyne  Co.  to 
Handle  Heating  Line 

Omaha — R.  S.  Ballantyne  of  the  Scott- 
Ballantyne  Co.  announces  his  firm  is  en- 
tering the  heating  equipment  field  for 
theatres.  The  company  will  carry  a com- 
plete line  of  Carrier  heating  equipment, 
Ballantyne  said. 

The  service  will  include  oil  burners  and 
stokers  for  present  heating  plants  in  addi- 
tion to  installation  of  complete  warm-air 
heating  systems  in  theatres  of  all  sizes,  he 
said. 


Northwest  Leads  U,  S. 

In  Produce  Income 

Minneapolis — Good  tidings  for  North- 
west exhibitors  is  the  fact  that  cash  farm 
income  from  crops,  livestock  and  the  AAA 
is  rising  faster  in  the  Northwest  than  in 
the  United  States  as  a whole.  Up  to  July 
1 income  in  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas  and 
Montana  aggregated  $281,609,000,  coming 
in  at  the  rate  of  $1,550,000  a day,  or 
$10,850,000  a week.  It  exceeds  the  1938  six 
months’  income  by  $15,949,000 — a 6 per 
cent  advance.  Gain  for  the  United  States 
as  a whole  is  only  1 per  cent. 


Three  Air  Conditioning 
lobs  Handled  by  Betz 

Kansas  City — The  Betz  Air  Conditioning 
Corp.,  with  general  offices  at  1820  Wyan- 
dotte here,  announces  three  recent  cool- 
ing system  installations  in  theatres  as 
follows:  New  Moon,  Vincennes,  Ind.;  Hi- 
land,  Louisville.  Ky.,  operated  by  the  Swi- 
tow  circuit,  and  the  new  American,  Mt. 
Carmel,  111.,  operated  by  Thede  Coleman. 


Klimen  Vacationing 
Mechanicsville,  Ia. — Peter  Klimen,  own- 
er of  the  Cedar  Theatre  here,  is  vaca- 
tioning at  Lake  of  the  Woods,  in  Canada. 


Day  and  Date  Runs 
Same  Scale  Hurl 

Minneapolis — Because  so  many  indepen- 
dent neighborhood  houses  here  are  scaled 
at  the  same  25-cent  admission  and  are 
playing  pictures  day  and  date,  it’s  making 
the  going  tougher  all  around,  according  to 
the  current  plaint  of  suburban  exhibitors. 

There  have  been  recent  instances  when 
no  less  than  13  independent  neighborhood 
houses  have  played  such  attractions  as 
“Only  Angels  Have  Wings”  day  and  date. 
In  consequence,  it’s  declared,  available 
business  for  this  particular  film  was  split 
up  so  much  that  none  of  the  theatres  at- 
tracted anywhere  near  the  merited  gross. 
It  has  been  the  same  in  a number  of  other 
cases  and  outstanding  boxoffice  hits  thus 
are  virtually  wasted. 

The  trouble  is  that  all  wish  to  play  the 
outstanding  pictures  as  quickly  as  they’re 
available,  the  exhibitors  point  out.  This 
day  and  dating  is  blamed  for  the  failure 
of  numerous  loop  hits  to  stand  up  in  the 
neighborhood  situations. 

One  solution  would  be  for  the  25-cent 
theatres  to  get  together  and  try  to  reach 
an  agreement  to  take  turns  in  playing  the 
big  pictures  first,  according  to  the  exhibi- 
tor leaders.  However,  it  undoubtedly 
would  be  difficult  to  effect  such  agree- 
ments. 

The  problem  is  one  of  comparative  re- 
cent duration  because  up  to  the  last  sev- 
eral years  there  were  only  a few  25-cent 
houses,  most  of  the  theatres  being  scaled 
at  15  and  20  cents. 

Northwest  Allied  States  will  be  asked  to 
try  to  thresh  out  the  difficulty. 


Minnesota  Amusement  Is 
Rehabilitating  Uptown 

Minneapolis — The  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  is  spending  $20,000  to  improve 
the  Uptown,  its  principal  neighborhood 
house,  which  has  been  closed  since  a fire 
several  months  ago.  Reopening  is  planned 
for  the  late  fall. 


Back  From  Vacation 

Bismarck,  N.  D. — ^Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  E. 
Wingreene  of  the  Bismarck,  Capitol  and 
State  theatres  here,  have  returned  from 
a three-week  vacation  spent  in  New  York 
and  Nova  Scotia.  The  Tuna  Rips  at 
Wedgeport  provided  a 486-pound  tuna  for 
Wingreene’s  prowess. 


Iowa  in  "The  Soil" 


Des  Moines — ^lowa  has  been  cast  in  a 
featured  role. 

Jasper,  Hardin  and  Hamilton  counties 
are  scheduled  for  parts  in  the  new  depart- 
ment of  agriculture  film,  “The  Soil.”  The 
film  is  being  sponsored  by  the  government 
in  a series  portraying  changes  in  the 
agricultural  situation. 

Pare  Lorentz,  who  directed  “The  Plow 
That  Broke  the  Plains”  and  “The  River,” 
is  to  handle  the  latest  series.  He  expects 
scenes  of  Iowa  farms  and  farm  families  to 
carry  out  the  theme  depicting  the  impact 
of  mechanization  on  agriculture.  Wonder 
if  Hollywood  knows  Iowa  has  its  own 
private  Pare  Lorentz  (Burton  Jerrel)  who 
has  already  covered  the  Iowa  soil  situa- 
tion artistically  and  efficiently? 


Noon  Hour  of  Shorts  Now 
At  K.  C.  Fox  Esquire 

Kansas  City — The  Pox  Esquire,  Fox 
Midwest’s  downtown  first  run  managed  by 
Joe  Redmond,  this  week  inaugurated  a new 
idea  in  exhibition,  an  “Esquire  Hour”  of 
short  subjects  from  12  to  1 p.  m.,  to  catch 
the  luncheon  crowd.  All  sorts  of  shorts 
are  being  used.  The  regular  feature 
starts  at  1 o’clock. 


Minnesota  Turns  Toward 
More  Stage  Name  Power 

Minneapolis — The  Minnesota  Theatre 
here  is  going  in  for  more  stage  names. 
The  4,000-seat  independently  operated 
house  has  the  Stroud  Twins,  radio  stars, 
the  week  of  September  1 and  is  nego- 
tiating for  Zasu  Pitts  and  others. 


Reaffirms  Plan 

Omaha— C.  A.  Brown,  former  operator  of 
the  Dundee  Theatre  in  Omaha,  was  here 
recently  and  said  in  a newspaper  inter- 
view he  is  contemplating  construction  of 
a theatre  in  Omaha’s  West  Farnam  area. 
Plans  for  Brown’s  theatre  were  announced 
several  months  ago  in  Boxoffice. 


Metro  Rebuilds  in  London 
New  York — Plans  have  been  completed 
for  a new  home  for  M-G-M  in  London. 
Demolition  of  the  present  buildings  there 
will  start  immediately.  The  new  8-story 
building  is  scheduled  for  occupancy  in 
June,  1940. 


Trouble-Shooter^^  for  Campaign 

Minneapolis — An  "alibi  committee,''  with  Roy  Slentz,  Gopher  manager,  has 
been  created  by  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  in  connection  with  its  present 
"Greatest  Movie  Season"  campaign.  The  committee  will  probe  into  the  facts  to 
determine  the  reason  for  any  unsatisfactory  business.  Ruled-out  alibis  for  August 
include  circuses,  night  baseball,  rain,  the  roller  derby,  fishing  trips,  community 
picnics,  band  concerts,  songfests,  prizefights,  wrestling  contests,  beer  taverns, 
steamboat  excursions,  softball  games,  radio  programs  and  golf  tournaments. 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  2,  1939 


61 


UiNCE  asking  you  to  insert  our  adver- 
tisement in  four  issues  of  your  magazine, 
we  have  sold  the  theatre  in  question.  We, 

therefore,  will  ask  that  you  do  not  run 
this  advertisement  in  any  more  issues.* 

We  have  received  the  various  replies  that 
you  have  forwarded  to  us  and  congratulate 
you  on  the  returns  that  you  get  from  classi- 
fied advertisements  in  your  weekly  paper. 

— W.  N,  Pettibone, 

HANNIBAL,  MO. 


*It  required  only  TWO  issues 
to  make  this  theatre  sale. 
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DETROIT  ASTIR  OVER  FEDERAL  AFFIRMATION 
INDUSTRY  INVESTIGATION  IMPENDS  LOCALLY 


Refuses  to  Brand 
Bank  Night  Play 


Mansfield,  Ohio — City  Solicitor  Marion 
Ward  has  refused  to  issue  an  affidavit 
against  the  management  of  the  Madison 
Theatre  here  charging  violation  of  the 
state  lottery  laws  in  connection  with  Bank 
Night  awards,  contending  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  law  has  not  been  violated. 

Ward’s  written  opinion  was  given  to  Po- 
lice Chief  Meade  K.  Bates.  The  chief  had 
presented  data  on  Bank  Night  awards  to 
Ward  with  a request  for  an  affidavit 
against  Grattan  Johnson,  manager  of  the 
theatre. 

The  solicitor  said  he  had  read  the  opin- 
ions and  rulings  of  courts  both  in  Ohio 
and  other  states  regarding  Bank  Nights 
and  similar  games  and  had  based  his  own 
opinion  on  them. 

The  question  of  Bank  Night  was  placed 
before  a Richland  county  grand  jury 
about  two  years  ago  by  Shelby  officials 
and  the  jury  refused  to  indict  the  theatre 
operator,  it  was  pointed  out.  A similar 
scheme  known  as  a “Suit  Club”  was  start- 
ed here  about  two  years  ago,  however,  and 
a municipal  court  jury  held  it  illegal. 

The  Madison  “Bank”  paid  out  again 
this  week.  The  Park  Theatre  here  insti- 
tuted a Payoff  Night  similar  to  Bank 
Night  recently,  and  Sol  Bernstein,  man- 
ager of  the  Ritz,  said  he  would  launch  a 
similar  scheme  if  it  were  held  legal. 

To  avoid  conflict  with  opposition  houses, 
the  Madison  and  Ohio  will  shift  Bank 
Night  to  Fridays  from  Thursdays. 


Organization  Bingo  Is 
Equally  Illegal  in  Mich. 

Detroit — Games  of  Bingo,  Keeno  and 
similar  type  are  illegal,  regardless  of  what 
type  of  organization  sponsors  them.  At- 
torney General  Thomas  Read  has  ruled. 
The  opinion  was  sought  by  the  Hackson 
Post  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  and 
appears  to  apply  to  church  Bingo  as  well 
as  other  types.  This  ban  would  apply, 
even  if  promoters  “give  merchandise  equal 
to  the  cost  of  the  ticket  sold.” 

This  move  merely  confirms  earlier  in- 
terpretations of  existing  law,  but  was  of 
considerable  importance  in  view  of  the 
timeliness  of  the  subject  and  the  almost 
100  per  cent  effective  ban  on  all  cash 
games  in  theatres.  Exhibitors  have  been 
viewing  the  approach  of  an  even  ad- 
vanced Thanksgiving  Bingo  season  with 
considerable  trepidation. 


Anti-Nazi  Story  Buy 

Hollyw^ood — “Goose  Step,”  an  anti- 
Nazi  story  by  Shepard  Traub,  has  been 
purchased  by  Ben  Judell’s  Producers  Pic- 
tures Corp. 


Opinion  Deems  Field  an 
Unfruitful  One;  See 
New  Trust  Tangent 

Detroit — The  statement  attributed  to  J. 
Edgar  Hoover,  FBI  head,  in  Washington 
this  week  that  an  investigation  of  the  local 
film  industry  is  or  has  been  made  aroused 
intense  interest  among  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition circles.  Rumors  of  such  an  in- 
vestigation have  been  fairly  authenticated 
informally  for  some  time,  but  no  formal 
confirmation  has  been  secured  from  local 
department  of  justice  offices,  which  re- 
ferred inquiries  to  Washington  headquart- 
ers, in  accord  with  routine. 

That  some  local  anti-trust  suit  may  be 
started  is  considered  probable,  in  view  of 
general  activity  in  filing  of  such  suits,  but 
Detroit,  to  local  observers,  appeared  a sin- 
gularly unfruitful  field  for  anti-trust  ac- 
tivity of  the  typical  sort,  inasmuch  as 
only  17  out  of  some  200  theatres  in  the 
metropolitan  area  are  operated  by  a ma- 
jor-affiliated circuit.  United  Detroit  Thea- 
tres, a Paramount  affiliate.  Two  other 
national  groups  each  have  a lone  house 
in  Detroit — Skouras  with  the  Fox,  and 
Balaban  interests  with  the  Adams.  With 
no  Warner  or  Loew  theatres  in  the  state, 
usual  distributor-theatre  affiliations  are 
unimportant  here. 

Local  gossip  pointed  to  the  possibility 
that  the  investigation  may  turn  to  other 
aspects  of  “trust”  or  “monopoly”  activity, 
giving  the  industry  a preview  of  depart- 
ment of  justice  ideas  on  proper  manage- 
ment in  other  fields  than  the  familiar  af- 
filiation problem. 

Interesting  sidelight  of  the  possible  de- 
velopment is  the  close  familiarity  with  the 
local  setup  on  the  part  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Murphy,  who  retired  only  January  1 
as  governor  of  Michigan,  and  has  been  in 
fairly  close  touch  with  local  show  business 
for  years. 


Loew's  in  Canton  to  Have 
A Fling  at  Vaudeville 

Canton,  Ohio — Loew’s  here  which  has 
been  adhering  to  a first-run  double  fea- 
ture policy  for  several  months,  will  offer 
its  first  stage  show,  three  days,  starting 
September  8,  when  Phil  Spitalny  and  his 
“Hour  of  Charm”  all-girl  orchestra  will 
appear  in  conjunction  with  a film  program, 
Frank  Henson,  manager,  announces. 

It  will  be  the  first  stage  presentation 
at  the  Loew  house  here  in  more  than  five 
years.  Henson  said  Loew’s  Theatre  in 
Akron  will  play  the  attraction  the  remain- 
ing four  days  of  the  same  week. 

He  has  not  revealed  if  stage  policy  will 
be  permanent. 


Golden  Will  Address 
The  ITO  of  W.  Va. 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Edward  A.  Golden, 
vice-president  of  Monogram  Pictures,  has 
accepted  an  invitation  to  address  the  first 
annual  convention  of  the  ITO  of  W.  Va., 
to  be  held  at  the  Waldo  Hotel  here,  Tues- 
day, September  26. 

“Eddie”  made  his  hotel  reservations  this 
week  and  notified  the  ITO  officers  he  con- 
sidered himself  as  being  highly  honored 
in  being  invited. 

Abram  F.  Myers  will  be  present  from 
Washington  to  present  the  new  exhibitor 
organization  with  its  Allied  charter. 

Officers  state  the  September  26  conven- 
tion will  be  the  largest  attended  motion 
picture  industry  affair  ever  staged  in  the 
Mountain  State. 


Art  Robinson  Will  Reopen 
Detroit  Madison  Sept.  15 

Detroit  — Reopening  of  the  Madison 
Tlieatre,  Detroit’s  oldest  first  run  house, 
is  slated  for  September  15,  under  man- 
agement of  a new  company  headed  by 
Arthur  Robinson,  of  Robinson  Bros,  circuit, 
now  operating  four  small  neighborhood 
houses,  and  also  head  of  a theatre  pre- 
mium organization. 

Details  of  the  new  policy  were  very  much 
in  the  dark,  but  Robinson  said  that  the 
house  will  be  booked  independently  and 
not  through  any  of  the  existing  combines. 
It  will  probably  be  operated  as  a subse- 
quent run,  popular-priced  theatre. 

The  Madison  has  been  operated  almost 
constantly  since  its  opening  some  20  years 
ago  by  the  original  Kunsky  circuit,  now 
the  United  Detroit  Theatres,  and  was 
headquarters  house  of  the  circuit  up  until 
about  a year  ago  when  it  was  closed. 

Robinson  will  remodel  the  house,  install- 
ing new  seats,  carpeting  and  booth  equip- 
ment and  shutting  off  the  balcony,  cutting 
down  the  seating  by  about  one-half,  to 
1,000  seats. 


The  Strand,  Youngstown,  to 
Reopen  Under  New  Head 

Youngstown,  Ohio — The  newly  decor- 
ated and  refurnished  Strand  here  will  open 
early  in  September  under  new  manage- 
ment. The  sound  system  has  been  im- 
proved and  acoustic  panels  installed  in  the 
auditorium  which  also  has  been  redecor- 
ated. New  upholstered  seats  have  been 
installed. 

The  new  management,  which  also  oper- 
ates the  Home  Theatre  here,  will  continue 
the  double  feature  subsequent  run  policy 
at  the  Strand. 
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Endeavor  to  Operate  Without 
Giveaways  Getting  a Test 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

Cleveland — Starting  this  week,  Cleveland 
has  one  subsequent  run  theatre  that  is 
specializing  exclusively  in  the  exhibition  of 
motion  pictures.  “THIS  IS  A MOTION 
PICTURE  THEATRE”  is  a sign  newly 
erected  over  the  Savoy  Theatre  by  the  new 
owner.  Ed  Cole. 

Ed  Cole  has  been  in  the  exhibition  field 
in  the  Cleveland  area  for  the  past  20  years. 
He  had  faith  in  the  value  of  motion  pic- 
ture entertainment  20  years  ago  and  he 
has  that  same  faith  in  it  today.  For  that 
reason  he  is  going  to  try  to  prove  that  a 
motion  picture  theatre  can  be  operated 
with  profit  without  the  aid  of  business 
builders.  In  other  words,  Cole  is  going  to 
paddle  his  canoe  upstream,  without  the 
aid  of  games,  premiums  or  giveaways  of 
any  kind.  At  least,  he’s  going  to  try  it 
and  his  experiment  is  in  Cleveland  where 
premiums  are  used  in  practically  all  sub- 
sequent run  houses  where  not  forbidden 
by  local  ordinance  (Cleveland  Heights  and 


Shaker  Heights) , is  worth  watching. 

“I  realize,”  Cole  said,  “that  these  are 
hard  times,  that  money  is  scarce  and 
that  the  public  wants  a lot  for  its  money. 
It  is  because  of  this  realization  that  I am 
going  to  try  to  show  my  patrons  that  their 
best  and  cheapest  bet  is  the  motion  picture 
theatre  which  sells  only  motion  pictures 
for  the  price  of  admission.  Knowing  that 
people  are  ‘long’  shoppers  these  days,  it  is 
my  plan  to  give  the  patron  the  benefit 
of  the  cost  of  premiums.  Instead  of  pay- 
ing money  out  of  my  pocket  for  giveaways, 
one  or  two  nights  a week.  I am  setting 
my  admission  price  at  ten  cents  on  two 
nights  a week.  Regular  admission  price  is 
25  cents.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  nights, 
however,  I am  charging  ten  cents.  My 
policy  is  to  offer  a saving  rather  than  to 
give  something  in  addition  to  the  show. 

“How  shall  I succeed?  Who  knows? 
Does  the  public  want  entertainment  at 
pictures,  or  do  they  want  premiums?  We 
shall  soon  know.  Anyhow,  it’s  worth  a 
try.” 


Cleveland  Firsl-Runs 
Enjoy  Gross  Rise 

Cleveland — First  run  downtown  business 
shot  up  approximately  40  per  cent  last 
week.  This  upswing  was  noted  alike  with 
the  three  new  pictures  on  view  and  also 
with  two  holdovers. 

Everett  Steinbuck,  manager  of  Loew’s 
State  Theatre,  reports  that  he  did  the  big- 
gest matinee  business  in  the  history  of 
the  house  during  the  week  with  “The 
Wizard  of  Oz.”  Evening  business  was 
average,  but  the  total  brought  the  take  35 
per  cent  above  average. 

Eddie  Miller,  manager  of  Warner’s  Hip- 
podrome, held  “Stanley  and  Livingstone” 
for  nine  days,  doing  50  per  cent  better 
than  par  business. 

“Bachelor  Mother”  closed  its  fourth  and 
last  week  at  the  Allen  with  business  as 
big  as  during  its  first  week  at  that  theatre. 
Matinees  and  evenings  were  equally  good. 
The  business,  the  management  stated,  jus- 
tified holding  it  indefinitely,  but  because 
of  other  bookings  it  was  withdrawn.  “Four 
Feathers”  in  its  second  week  topped  the 
average  at  Loew’s  Stillman  by  20  per  cent. 

Asked  for  opinions  as  to  why  grosses 
all  along  the  line  topped  anything  locally 
in  the  past  13  weeks,  the  answer  was  unani- 
mous— pictures  the  public  wants  to  see. 


F&Y  Frolic 

Columbus  — The  Theatre  Division  of 
F&Y  Building  Service,  under  the  direction 
of  Leo  Yassenoff,  president,  held  a chicken 
fry  and  corn  roast  at  Harbor  Hills,  at 
nearby  Buckeye  Lake.  The  event  at- 
tracted many  theatre  executives  from  cen- 
tral Ohio. 


Fall  Social  Program 
For  Pill's  Variely 

Pittsburgh — The  fall  social  season  pro- 
gram at  the  Variety  Club  has  been  lined 
up  as  follows: 

Family  night  parties,  formerly  Friday 
evening  events,  are  now  scheduled  for 
Saturday  evenings,  with  organizations  as 
hosts  instead  of  individuals. 

September  9:  20th  Century-Fox  Night, 
with  Ira  H.  Cohn  and  associates. 

September  16:  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Night,  with  Brutus  Bishop  jr.  and  asso- 
ciates. 

September  23:  House  Committee  Night. 

Sept.  30:  Archie  Fineman  and  M.  N. 
Shapiro  Night. 

October  7:  Warner  Bros.  Theatre  Night, 
with  Harry  M.  Kalmine  and  company. 

October  14:  New  Universal  Night,  with 
Jules  Lapidus  and  associates. 

October  21:  Harris  Amusement  Com- 


Protests  Showing 
Of  ''Citizen' 

Columbus — Local  theatre  managers 
have  received  protests  from  the  Co- 
lumbus League  of  Women  Shoppers 
over  the  playing  (in  the  future)  of  “Our 
Leading  Citizen."  The  group  is  a unit 
of  a national  organization  interested  in 
labor  problems. 

It  contends  the  Bob  Bums  picture  is 
anti-labor  and  the  league  president 
threatens  a boycott  of  any  house  us- 
ing the  picture,  asserting  all  local  la- 
bor unions  will  lend  their  support. 


Over  a Hundred  at 
Girard  Film  Fete 

Girard,  Ohio — More  than  one  hundred 
film  men  gathered  at  Pete  Wellman’s 
Mahoning  Country  Club  last  Thursday  to 
enjoy  a day  of  golf,  dinner  and  an  eve- 
ning of  entertainment.  The  weather  was 
perfect,  the  spirits  were  high  and  a good 
time  was  reported  by  all,  especially  by 
Izzie  Schmertz,  20th  Century-Fox  branch 
manager,  and  Lou  Walters,  National  The- 
atre Supply  manager,  who  won  the  door 
prizes. 

Among  those  present  were:  B.  D.  Stoner 
of  M-G-M;  Joe  Kauffman  and  George 
Rosenbaum,  Universal;  Herbert  Ochs,  Mrs. 
Ochs  and  daughter,  Walter  Brand,  Joe 
Minsky,  Vitagraph;  Matt  Goodman,  Lou 
Geiger,  Lester  Dowdell,  UA;  I.  J.  Schmertz, 
Eddie  Bergman,  Ted  Scheinberg,  20th-Fox; 
Lester  Zucker,  Oscar  Bloom,  Manny  Glick, 
Columbia;  Sam  Schultz,  Lee  Chapman, 
Monogram;  Jack  Lefton,  Republic;  LeRoy 
Kendis,  Exhibitors  Postal  Rental;  Moe 
Gross,  tailor;  Ernest  Lefton,  Paramount 
Tlieatre,  Akron;  George  Delis,  Canton;  Ray 
Wallace,  Alliance;  Joe  Trunk  and  Mrs. 
Trunk,  Youngstown;  Joe  Robins’ and  Mrs. 
Robins,  Warren;  Paul  and  Mrs.  Ellis,  War- 
ren; Leter  Ruffo,  Niles;  Louis  and  Mrs. 
Gross,  Central  Shipping  Room,  Cleveland; 
Bert  Botzum,  Akron;  Jack  Greenberg, 
Cleveland;  Jack  Steinberg,  Youngstown; 
Joe  Shagrin,  Youngstown;  Oscar  Stotter, 
Cleveland;  Stuart  Cagney,  Cleveland;  Mrs. 
Esther  Clark,  Cadiz;  Lou  Walters,  Cleve- 
land, and  Aaron  Wayne,  Cleveland. 

Ray  Wallace  of  Alliance  came  to  the 
shindig  well  protected.  He  brought  along 
with  him  as  his  guests  the  mayor  of  Al- 
liance, the  safety  director  and  one  of  the 
judges. 

Joe  Trunk  took  the  spotlight  as  master 
of  ceremonies  and  is  reported  to  have  done 
a swell  job  of  it. 


panies  Night,  with  John  H.  Harris. 

October  28 : Directors  and  Officers  Night, 
honoring  Chief  Barker  Ira  H.  Cohn.  Elev- 
enth annual  banquet  scheduled  for  Octo- 
ber 29. 

Kings  for  the  Day  at  the  Monday  din- 
ners are  announced  as  follows: 

September  4:  Labor  Day,  no  club  activ- 
ity. 

September  11:  Variety  Post  American 
Legion,  Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Commander, 
King. 

September  18:  Camp  O’Connell  Day,  Ira 
H.  Cohn  and  I.  Elmer  Ecker,  Kings. 

September  25:  Dr.  A.  I.  Wise,  King. 

Nominating  committee  has  selected  the 
following  for  election  to  office  in  the  Va- 
riety Post  No.  589,  American  Legion, 
(election  scheduled  for  September  11): 

Harry  M.  Kalmine,  commander;  C.  C. 
Kellenberg,  adjutant;  Dr.  L.  G.  Bein- 
hauer,  first  vice-commander;  Joe  Hiller, 
second  vice-commander;  James  G.  Bal- 
mer,  finance  officer;  Father  James  Gar- 
rahan,  service  officer  and  chaplain;  Jos- 
eph Misrach,  sergeant-at-arms.  Brian 
McDonald  and  Dr.  A.  I.  Wise  have  been 
nominated  as  two  additional  members  of 
the  post  executive  committee. 
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gILL  ROBINSON  of  the  Cotton  Club  and 
“The  Hot  Mikado”  is  the  first  profes- 
sional to  send  his  best  wishes  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  ITO  of  West  Virginia  conven- 
tion, according  to  Danny  Davis,  ITO  sec- 
retary, who  is  preparing  a year  book  to  be 
issued  September  26,  date  of  the  Allied 
conclave  at  the  Waldo  Hotel,  Clarksburg. 
Danny  wishes  to  emphasize  the  conven- 
tion is  not  a stag  affair.  Registration  fee 
of  $5  includes  banquet  for  exhibitor,  or 
guest,  and  lady  companion.  There  will  be 
fun,  frolic,  gayety  and  surprises  galore. 
You’d  better  check  the  date — September 
26 — and  attend. 

Bill  Davis  is  vacationing  in  the  east  . . ■ 
Col.  Billy  Wheat  and  Harry  Rachiele  are 
back  on  the  job  here  after  Canadian  and 
Hew  York  holidays,  respectively  . . . Marty 
Terner  furnished  the  stage  settings  and 
drapes  for  the  new  Pike  Theatre,  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  opened  last  Friday  . . . M.  L. 
Simons,  editor  of  M-G-M’s  Distributor, 
was  a visitor  here.  Another  recent  M-G-M 
visitor  was  Charles  Fogle,  who  is  in  charge 
of  exchange  maintenance  . . . Lester  Krle- 
ger,  Warner  manager  at  Philadelphia,  is 
spending  the  Labor  Day  weekend  here  with 
his  dad,  Louis  Krieger,  manager  of  Inter- 
national Pictures  Distributing  Co. 

Many  exhibitors  and  members  of  the 
trade  enjoyed  a special  screening  of  New 
Universal’s  “The  Under-Pup”  at  the  Re- 
gent Square  Theatre.  The  photoplay, 
which  introduces  Gloria  Jean  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  audience  pictures  in  a 
season  of  hits,  and  the  Joseph  Pasternak 
production  was  roundly  applauded  . . . 
The  R.  V.  McCalmonts  have  returned 
from  a motor  tour  of  Canada  and  eastern 
states  . . . George  W.  Collins  family  has 
returned  home  from  Cochranton  where  a 
summer  home  is  maintained.  George’s 
nephew,  George  Corcoran,  manager  of  the 
Anton,  Monongahela,  has  returned  from  a 
vacation  at  the  World’s  Pair. 

L.  C.  McElroy,  veteran  film  man  and 
former  manager  of  the  Melrose  Theatre, 
was  a visitor  the  other  day.  After  leaving 
here  several  years  ago,  he  opened  a string 
of  cleaning  shops  in  Ohio  and  then  re- 
turned here  as  proprietor  of  the  hotel  on 
Brownsville  Road,  Mock  Ave.  and  Clairton 
Blvd.,  which  is  to  be  dismantled  to  make 
way  for  a centralized  shopping  center  con- 
sisting of  a theatre,  super  market  and  19 
other  stores.  McElroy  reports  he  is  not  in- 
formed that  the  centralized  project  is  be- 
ing backed  by  John  P.  Moss,  owner  of  the 
Melrose  Theatre,  but  admits  he  would  like 
to  be  back  in  the  theatre  business. 

Dean  McCloskey  has  rejoined  Steve 
Dascalos  as  assistant  manager  at  the  Cen- 
tral Theatre,  formerly  the  Lando-Grand, 
Center  Ave.  Dascalos  recently  opened  the 
Central.  McCloskey  worked  for  Steve  at 
the  Regal,  Wilkinsburg,  and  the  Ritz,  Ran- 
kin, and  recently  had  been  employed  at 
the  Beacon  for  David  Green  and  at  the 
Castle,  Castle  Shannon,  for  Leon  Reich- 
blum  .*.  . Andy  Battiston’s  son  Richard 
will  not  be  a member  of  the  Duquesne 
University  grid  team  this  year,  having 
withdrawn  from  school  . . . Services  were 
held  last  Saturday  for  Harry  Baker,  52, 
president  of  the  National  Association  of 


Amusement  Parks.  Formerly  a partner  of 
Harry  G.  Traver  of  Beaver  Falls,  Baker 
was  one  of  the  country’s  foremost  opera- 
tors of  park  rides  and  was  part  owner  of 
12  such  enterprises  at  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair. 


MPTO  directors  were  scheduled  to  meet 
in  regular  session  September  1 . . . Local 
hotels  and  musicians’  union  are  planning  a 
court  fight  on  the  state  liquor  control 
board’s  ruling  that  the  dance  spots  must 
stop  their  music  at  midnight  on  Saturdays 
(I  a.  m.  daylight  time)  . . . Frank  J.  Har- 
ris is  resting  at  Atlantic  City  and  will  re- 


turn here  to  continue  his  political  activi- 
ties . . . Bill  Scott  ivas  back  on  the  job  for 
UA  this  week  after  departing  with  his 
tonsils. 

Mark  Goldman  is  doctoring  . . . Fred  J. 
Herrington  is  vacationing  in  New  York  . . . 
Lou  Porter  has  a new  Ford  . . . Jimmy 
Nash,  Lew  Lefton  and  Eddie  Moreels 
headed  for  White  Sulphur  Springs  to  at- 
tend the  West  Virginia  Managers  Ass’n 
convention  . . . Jake  Soltz  of  the  Rhumba 
circuit  was  in  New  York  . . . Bill  Blatt  was 
forwarding  a lot  of  fish  to  Patton  from 

(Continued  on  page  69) 
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LEMOTTO  SMITH,  with  theatre  interests 

in  Coshocton  and  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
made  his  first  personal  appearance  on 
Pilmrow  last  week  after  his  return  from 
California  . . . Nat  L.  Lefton  and  S.  P. 
Gorrel  of  Republic  Pictures  were  in  Glo- 
versville  last  week  working  on  a Schine 
deal. 

Sidney  Garfmkle,  local  representative  for 
Quality  Premiums,  has  received  a new  line 
of  premium  chinaware  and  invites  inspec- 
tion. 

Nathan  Isreal,  former  manager  of  the 
Crown  Tlreatre,  has  been  appointed  mana- 
ger of  the  Crown.  Meyer  Kaplan,  owner, 
is  supervising  the  Crown  these  days  . . . 
Phyllis  Kohn  last  week  inspected  the  New 
York  Fair  instead  of  inspecting  Monogram 
films. 

Clarence  Bugbee,  manager  of  the  Madrid 
Theatre  at  Port  Clinton,  was  in  town  last 
week  doing  business  on  the  Row  . . . Manny 
Manishore  of  Regal  Films  is  back  in  town 
with  prints  of  the  Louis  Ambers-Robert 
Armstrong  fight  picture.  It  runs  21  min- 
utes and,  according  to  ringside  enthusiasts, 
has  what  it  takes  to  make  a fight  picture 
exciting. 

Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  Loew  division  mana- 
ger, hasn’t  gone  Hollywood  with  those  dark 
blinkers  he  is  wearing — it’s  just  eye  strain 
. . . Louis  Sharp,  who  operates  the  Sharp 
gas  station  across  from  the  Film  Bldg., 
is  kept  busy  these  days  passing  out  the 
dope  on  how  he  lost  60  pounds. 

The  Roxy  Theatre,  Cleveland’s  one  and 
only  burlesque  house,  officially  opened  for 
the  season  on  September  1.  The  house, 
which  closed  in  June,  opened  temporarily 
for  the  duration  of  the  National  Poultry 
Show,  but  closed  again  immediately  after 
the  show.  George  Young  contmues  as 
manager. 

Warren  Irons,  distributor  of  Movie 
Sweepstakes,  has  a new  game  which  he 
is  about  ready  to  put  on  the  market  . . . 
Sid  Cohen,  booker  for  Co-operative  Tlre- 
atres  of  Ohio,  was  in  New  York  last  week 
and  all  he  caught  was  a cold. 

The  Shea  circuit  took  over  the  Beulah 
Theatre,  Ashtabula,  on  August  29  . . . Jack 
Elliott,  former  Youngstown  exhibitor,  is 
handling  publicity  for  the  Thistledown 
Race  Track.  Last  week  he  promoted  a 
‘‘Wizard  of  Oz”  race  as  the  feature  of  a 
Motion  Picture  Day. 


TAKE  MY  TIP 

Ask  SAM  GERSON  or 

BERNIE  RUBIN  about 


As  Sure-Fire  "Natural"  as 
"The  Reds" 

LEE  L.  GOLDBERG 

P.  D.  C.  Franchise  Holder 


Metro’s  district  manager,  John  J.  Ma- 
loney, was  in  town  working  with  Branch 
Manager  Frank  Drew  on  local  1939-40  con- 
tracts . . . Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great  Lakes 
division  manager,  recently  returned  from 
New  York,  is  enthusiastic  over  the  fact 
that  the  Palace  reverts  to  stage  shows 
with  first  run  pictures  on  September  8 . . . 
Lou  Walters  of  National  'Tlieatre  Supply 
Co.  has  on  display  an  array  of  new  pro- 
jectors designed  to  fit  the  smaller  purses. 

Jack  Shulman  and  Abe  Schwartz,  who 
are  building  a deluxe  picture  theatre  in 
Painesville,  are  hopeful  that  it  will  be 
ready  to  open  the  middle  of  September  . . . 
James  Parker  (Papulias)  of  the  Olympic 
Theatre,  Steubenville,  has  dressed  up  his 
house  with  new  carpets  and  new  sound  pro- 
jector, all  purchased  from  National  The- 
atre Supply  . . . Ray  Wallace  is  also  put- 
ting on  some  fall  style  at  the  Columbia 
Theatre,  Alliance,  with  new  carpets  and  a 
generous  splashing  of  paint. 

Phil  Kendis  of  Exhibitors  Poster  Ser- 
vice, who  has  been  ill  for  the  past  three 
weeks,  managed  to  be  on  hand  for  Uni- 
versal’s trade  screening  of  “The  Under- 
Pup’’  at  the  Lake  Theatre  last  Friday  eve- 
ning which  attracted  the  largest  turnout 
of  any  recent  private  screening. 

J.  S.  Jossey  was  in  New  York  last  week, 
and  Joe  Lissauer,  associated  with  W.  N. 
Skirball,  is  back  from  a New  York  busi- 
7iess  trip  . . . Bert  Steam,  United  Artists 
district  manager,  aiid  Mrs.  Steam  were 
guests  over  the  weekend  of  Matt  ajid  Mrs. 
Goodman  at  their  summer  home  in  Sarnia, 
Ontario. 

Jerry  Marrison,  local  sales  manager  for 
Metro  Premiums,  is  proudly  displaying  the 
new  Met-Rose  premium  set  consisting  of 
flat  silver  with  service  pieces,  silver  fruit 
dishes  with  glass  inserts,  and  silver  gob- 
lets with  glass  inserts. 

The  wife  of  Jack  Lykes,  maiiager  of 
Loeio’s  Stillman  Theatre,  went  Hollywood 
last  week  when  she  domied  the  styles  of 
1900  and  rode  around  town  in  an  automo- 
bile of  the  same  vintage  to  exploit  “The 
Star  Maker,”  this  week’s  attraction  at 
Loew’s  State  . . . The  Madison,  a Scoville, 
Essick  & Reif  house,  has  just  emerged 
with  a complete  new  fall  outfit.  The  the- 
atre has  been  entirely  remodeled  inside 
and  out  including  a new  sign. 

John  D.  Kalafat  of  the  Associated  cir- 
cuit last  week  automatically  became  a 
member  of  the  local  Grandfathers  Club 
when  a daughter  was  born  to  his  son, 
Jimmy  and  Mrs.  Jimmy.  'The  young  lady 
weighed  6 pounds  9 ounces  upon  arrival 
and  is  reported  to  be  adding  to  that 
weight  daily.  Grandfather  is  reported  to 
be  doing  well  imder  the  strain  of  congratu- 
lations . . . Paul  Gusdanovic  is  back  from 
a week  at  Cambridge  Springs. 


Keaton  to  Direct  Two 

Hollywood — Buster  Keaton  has  been 
signed  to  direct  two  more  Columbia  short 
subjects  under  supervision  of  Jules  White. 


Operators  Dickering 
On  Pitt  Wage  Scale 

Pittsburgh  — lATSE  Local  No.  171  is 
negotiating  with  Loew’s,  Harris  and  War- 
ner Bros,  theatres  for  new  contracts. 
After  at  least  four  meetings,  there  is  no 
agreement  between  the  machine  opera- 
tors and  the  theatres. 

Operators  contract  with  independent 
theatres  has  another  year  to  run. 

Regular  wage  scale  is  in  effect  again  at 
all  theatres  after  a ten-week  period  dur- 
ing which  time  the  operators  took  a sum- 
mer reduction. 

Renovating  Interest  Is 
High  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — L.  H.  Walters,  manager  of 
National  Theatre  Supply  here,  states  that 
there  is  a general  interest  in  theatre  reno- 
vation at  the  present  time.  In  verification 
he  lists  the  recent  installation  of  new 
sound,  projectors  and  carpet  in  the  Olym- 
pic Theatre,  Steubenville;  a deal  for  com- 
plete equipment  with  Shulman  & Schwartz 
for  their  New  Lake  Theatre,  Painesville, 
now  under  construction,  and  recent  con- 
tracts for  new  carpet  for  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre, Canton,  and  new  lamps  and  generator 
for  the  Ohio,  Lorain. 

Cleveland  Warner  Club 
Announces  Ollicers 

Cleveland — New  officers  of  the  local 
Warner  Club  include  Bob  Cox,  president; 
Marvin  Samuelson,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  entertainment;  Ruth  Finger,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  welfare;  Dave  Bachner, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  membership; 
Jane  Meisel,  secretary;  Irving  Ribbe,  treas- 
urer. Outgoing  President  Evelyn  Friedl 
was  named  chairman  of  loans.  The  board 
of  governors  consists  of  Eddie  Miller,  man- 
ager of  the  Hippodrome;  Charles  Albert 
and  Larry  Kreusser,  bookers. 

The  new  officers  were  announced  at  a 
social  meeting  held  at  Lyndhurst  Club. 

Russells  Propose  New 
Millersburg  House 

Millersburg,  Ohio — Mrs.  Hoy  Russell, 
who  with  Mr.  Russell  operates  the  Opera 
House  here,  annoimce  they  will  start 
breaking  ground  for  a new  500-seat  house 
early  in  September.  Location  has  been  se- 
cured and  plans  are  being  completed  by 
Harsh  & Davies,  architects  in  Columbus. 


Mansfield  Majestic  to  Relight 

Mansfield,  Ohio  — Warner’s  Majestic, 
dark  all  summer,  will  reopen  September  3. 
Wayne  Williams  resumes  as  manager. 
House  was  the  only  one  shuttered  here 
this  summer. 


Fishing  in  Ontario 

Akron,  Ohio — Robert  Menches,  man- 
ager of  the  Liberty  here,  and  his  family  are 
enjoying  a fishing  trip  at  Bob’s  Lake,  On- 
tario. 
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JJARRY  LOTZ,  UA  booker,  takes  his  spare 
time  detective  work  seriously.  He  has  a 
Sherlock  Holmes  pipe  now  . . . Joe  La 
Rose  has  a four  foot  ditch  right  in  front 
of  his  Roosevelt  Theatre  now.  They  found 
hidden  springs  in  the  street,  which  is  being 
widened  and  work  is  held  up.  So  Joe  is 
forgetting  his  worries  on  a trip  to  New 
York’s  Pair. 

Mort  Vinson  thinks  this  scribe  lives  in 
his  apartment  building.  We  don’t  . . . Ollie 
Brooks,  Butterfield  head  booker,  has  an 
overside  chef’s  apron,  not  to  mention  the 
big  hat. 

Victor  Petriks  of  the  Nortown  has  erect- 
ed a new  home  on  Seven  Mile  Road  near 
Jefferson  complete  with  radio-controlled 
door  opener  and  everything  modern  . . . 
Jack  Ryder,  Paramount  salesman,  is  week- 
ending at  a lake  near  Pontiac. 

Saul  Korman  has  traded  in  that  stogie 
on  a cigarette  after  becoming  self-conscious 
about  it  ..  . Jack  Thompson,  Paramount 
salesman,  is  recovering  from  eye  cuts  re- 
ceived near  Kalkaska,  when  the  brakes 
failed  on  his  car  and  he  went  off  the  road. 

C.  E.  Skinner,  head  of  United  Film  dis- 
tributors, is  in  town  for  a brief  visit  from 
Hollywood.  He  will  return  to  the  coast 
shortly,  leaving  the  offices  here  in  charge 
of  Mrs.  O.  K.  Helmore. 

Mac  Krim’s  other  downtown  hangout  is 
that  Packard  garage  on  Jefferson  Ave.  . . . 
Beryl  iObie)  O’Bryan  of  Butterfield  is 
dropping  her  notes  these  days — but  not 
that  famed  memory  . . . Joseph  Simon 
reports  record  “takes”  on  Hungarian  pic- 
tures at  the  Delray. 

Hal  Walker,  director,  and  Loyal  Griggs, 
cameraman  for  Paramount,  were  in  town 
filming  the  Detroit-Windsor  tunnel  for  a 
forthcoming  picture  . . . Feminine  em- 
ployes of  UA  still  admit  a little  thrill 
when  they  get  a glimpse  of  that  realistic 
head  of  the  “man  in  the  iron  mask.” 

John  Fill  is  re-establishing  the  National 
Sound  Co.  of  which  he  was  formerly  head, 
in  Highland  Park.  The  business  was  taken 
over  a year  ago  by  Raymond  Schroeder 
. . . Ben  Cohn’s  (of  the  Senate  and  Kra- 
mer) new  son  was  his  third,  not  his  sec- 
ond child. 

Sanford  D.  Adler  and  Milton  Adler  of 
Conditionaire,  Inc.,  donated  an  air  con- 
ditioning unit  for  the  Children’s  Ward  at 
Receiving  Hospital  . . . Helen  Bereda,  who 
missed  her  Hollywood  visit  through  an 
emergency  appendectomy  at  Omaha,  saw 
the  preview  or  “The  Star  Maker”  anyway, 
ahead  of  the  Hollywood  preview  in  a spe- 
cial showing  at  the  hospital.  She  also  re- 
ceived a flower  bouquet  from  Bing  Crosby. 

Roy  Reid,  roadshow  distributor  who  used 
to  have  headquarters  here,  was  back  in 
town  en  route  to  Des  Moines  and  Minne- 
apolis . . . Helen  Plachta  gets  our  recom- 
mend as  a messenger  girl,  with  Jay  Con- 
over of  Grand  National  on  the  receiving 
end. 

Pete  Simon  jr.  is  going  in  training  to 


become  a reporter  . . . Charlie  Snyder, 
film  censor,  has  returned  from  nearly  a 
week  at  Escanaba,  attending  the  American 
Legion  convention. 

Ben  Cohen  says  the  Variety  golf  tourna- 
ment about  paid  for  his  operation,  thanks 
to  Irving  Goldberg  and  friends  . . . Jack 
Saxe  is  all  burned  up  (by  the  sun)  over 
there  in  Canada. 

M-G-M-ites,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mrs.  Fay  Davis,  held  a big  party  in  the 
offices  'Thursday  for  club  members  only. 
Dinner,  dancing,  games  and  a special 
screening  were  on  the  program. 

Jim  West,  Boxoffice  photographer,  has 
a new  pair  of  cheaters  . . . Charles  Gar- 
ner is  easing  along,  trying  to  get  over  that 
hay  fever. 

Bill  Plemion  of  Excellent  says  his  “Hit- 
ler, the  Beast  of  Berlin,”  should  be  a 
smash  hit  if  war  comes.  Reminds  Charlie 
Perry  of  the  Adams  of  when  he  played 
“The  Kaiser,  the  Beast  of  Berlin”  in  the 
last  war. 

Emil  Beck,  independent  booker,  has 
moved  his  office  over  to  the  M-G-M  book- 
ing desk  . . . Martin  and  Nelson  B. 
Berman  have  formed  Continental  Film 
Salvage  Co.  on  West  Warren  Ave.  to  handle 
salvaging  of  old  film  . . . RCA  Photo- 
phone is  closing  offices  in  the  Book  Build- 
ing and  moving  to  Ernest  Forbes’  Askit 
Co.  offices  on  Grand  River  Ave.  Sales 
offices  are  in  Forbes’  Oliver  Theatre  Supply 
in  the  Film  Bldg. 

Jack  Perentz,  musicians’  union  business 
agent,  came  back  with  a story  of  how  he 
got  away  from  a big  fish  that  chased  his 
boat  . . . Max  Kolin  was  on  the  important 
hospital  committee  of  the  American  Le- 
gion convention. 

Frank  Wetsman  reported  biting  two 
(hot)  dogs  . . . Lee  Welsh  is  displaying 
his  young  daughter  . . . Ira  Rottell  of  the 
Hollywood  let  out  another  notch  in  his  belt 
. . . Fred  Johnson  is  recovering  from  his 
recent  operation  in  Des  Moines. 

Sidney  Foreman,  co-defendant  in  the 
Colonial  Theatre  suit  of  Jacob  Schreiber 
vs.  Midwest  Theatres,  et  al,  advises  that  he 
is  accountant  for  Midwest  Theatres,  but 
is  not,  and  has  never  been  attorney  for 
Jacob  Schreiber. 

WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Al  Grasgrin,  resigning  as  down-river 
supervisor  for  Wyandotte  and  Trenton  the- 
atres of  the  Associated  Circuit,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  new  Platroc  'Theatre  Co.  at 
Plat  Rock.  He  reports  plans  under  dis- 
cussion for  a second  new  theatre  in  an  im- 
disclosed  town  about  20  miles  away. 


Redick  Hamer,  who  used  to  be  Grasgrin’s 
assistant  at  the  Trenton,  has  succceeded 
him  as  manager  of  the  house  . . . Frank 
I.  Wixom  (father  of  Clyde  Wixom,  veteran 
of  the  Kunsky-Trendle  Circuit)  had  an 
attendance  of  75,000  at  the  annual  Lum- 
berjack Picnic  at  his  ranch  at  Edenville. 


Lee  Carrow  is  dividing  his  time  between 


his  Lee  Theatre  at  Carson  City  and  man- 
aging the  local  baseball  team  which  has 
hung  up  almost  a perfect  record  this  season 
. . . William  Cassidy,  circuit  operator,  is 
on  a trip. 


Howard  Reynolds  of  the  Family  and 
Vogue,  Grand  Rapids,  struck  oil  on  some 
property  he  owns  just  outside  the  city  and 
an  oil  boom  is  on  in  the  Furniture  City  . . . 
J.  C.  Peck  of  the  Rowena,  Fenton,  and  D. 
Bernstein  of  Bay  City  were  Detroit  visitors. 


The  Goldbergs  and  the  Komers  got  out 
a permit  for  remodeling  of  their  Punch 
and  Judy  in  Grosse  Pointe,  to  cost  about 
$6,500. 


Fred  J.  Barr,  who  used  to  manage  But- 
terfield’s Keith  and  Majestic  theatres  at 
Grand  Rapids,  is  holding  the  manager’s 
post  at  Ramona  Gardens,  largest  amuse- 
ment park  in  western  Michigan,  now — and 
home  of  the  Ramona  Theatre. 


Julius  Fodor,  Benton  Harbor  exhibitor, 
has  left  on  a combination  business  trip 
and  vacation  to  Europe.  His  mother  died 
there  recently,  and  her  estate  is  being 
settled  . . . Goldberg  Twins  are  reseating 
the  Punch  and  Judy  at  Grosse  Pointe. 


Joseph  Decker  of  the  New  Dundee  at 
Dundee,  was  a visitor  to  Monogram,  where 
he  used  to  be  booker.  His  brother,  S.  K. 
Decker,  former  Monogram  president,  writes 
enthusiastically  from  Los  Angeles  . . . W.  G. 
Thick  of  Marshall  reports  his  son  recover- 
ing nicely  from  his  recent  serious  illness. 


Ashman  Brothers  of  Caro  have  acquired 
Herb  Ives’  Rivola  at  Tawas  City.  Herb  is 
in  Detroit  temporarily  . . . Al  Grasgrin  is 
now  heading  the  company  which  will 
operate  the  Flatroc  at  Flat  Rock,  while 
John  Vlachos  remains  associated. 

Confesses  Complicity 
In  Detroit  Holdup 

Detroit — The  $400  holdup  of  Ben  Cohn’s 
Senate  Theatre  last  week  was  an  “inside 
job,”  according  to  a confession  police  at- 
tributed to  Alben  Macek,  who  they  said 
was  an  employe  at  the  house.  The  money 
was  taken  directly  from  Macek  and  the 
cashier. 

John  Pival,  assistant  manager,  said  he 
thought  Macek  was  backward  in  pursuing 
the  bandits,  and  Macek  was  interrogated 
by  police. 


MANAGER  WANTED 

To  Book  and  Take  Charge  of  a Small 
Theatre  in  Detroit. 

Applicant  Must  be  of  Sober  Habits 
on  the  Job,  and  Not  Afraid  to  Get  His 
Hands  Dirty  in  an  Emergency.  State 
Age,  Experience,  Qualifications,  and 
References. 

Good  Salary  to  Right  Party.  All  In- 
formation Exchanged  Will  Be  Held 
Strictly  Confidential. 

Apply:  B-1150,  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Klingler.  Cohen,  Berney 
Get  "Goodwill"  Tokens 

Lewistown,  Pa. — Film  distributors  and 
exhibitors  attended  an  outing  at  Johnson’s 
Lodge  near  here  last  Wednesday  after 
participating  in  a “goodwill”  testimonial 
at  the  Rialto  Theatre  where  Burtus  Bishop 
jr.,  M-G-M  manager  at  Pittsburgh,  pre- 
sented tokens  to  Paul  O.  Klingler,  Harold 
Cohen  and  Ike  Berney,  Lewistown  exhibi- 
tors. 

Among  those  present  were  Sam  Fine- 
berg,  Si  Feld,  George  Tice,  Austin  Inter- 
rante,  George  Elmo,  Milton  Brauman, 
Vince  Josack,  Sam  Steinberg  and  Don 
D’Carlo  of  Pittsburgh;  Earl  Sweigert, 
Paramount,  Philadelphia;  Bill  Doyle,  Uni- 
versal, Philadelphia;  J.  Holman,  Para- 
mount, Philadelphia;  Walter  Yost,  Har- 
risburg; Joe  and  Bob  Shapiro,  Mount 
Union;  Drew  Kolb,  Millheim;  Ray  Allison, 
Cresson;  Lee  Balsly,  Altoona. 

Star  of  "Golden  Boy"  to 
Appear  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — William  Holden,  one  of 
Paramount’s  Golden  Circle  players,  who 
is  starring  in  the  title  role  of  Columbia’s 
“Golden  Boy,”  now  at  the  Harris  Alvin 
Theatre,  will  make  personal  appearances 
there  for  one  day,  Wednesday,  September 
6. 

Filmdom’s  newest  “find”  gives  a splen- 
did performance  as  Joe  Bonaparte  in  a 
heart-warming  story  in  which  he  is  seen 
in  the  “fast  company”  of  Barbara  Stan- 
wyck, Adolphe  Menjou,  Edward  S.  Brophy, 
Sam  Levene,  Joseph  Calleia  and  Lee  J. 
Cobb. 

Porcelain  Front  for  the 
Electric  in  Harrisville 

Harrisville,  W.  Va. — W.  R.  Heaton  is 
modernizing  the  Electric  Theatre  here 
with  the  installation  of  a new  porcelain 
front. 

J.  W.  Heaton,  son  of  the  Harrisville  ex- 
hibitor, who  is  identified  in  exhibition  at 
Pennsboro,  is  constructing  a new  theatre 
at  Cairo.  Steel  was  purchased  this  week 
for  immediate  delivery  and  work  on  the 
project  will  be  carried  forward  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  The  Cairo  theatre  is  im- 
named  at  present. 


500  Children  Are  Guests 
At  Cleveland  "Oz"  Run 

Cleveland — Five  hundred  children,  mem- 
bers of  the  dramatic  clubs  of  the  Cleve- 
land playgrounds,  were  guests  of  The  Dis- 
tillata  Co.  and  Loew’s  Theatres,  at  Loew’s 
Stillman  last  Saturday  to  see  “The  Wizard 
of  Oz.”  Manager  Jack  Lykes  was  on  hand 
as  head  of  the  reception  committee. 


T.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 

White  and  Silver  Screens 
Guaranteed  Workmanship — Reasonable  Prices 
Satisfied  Customers  for  Twelve  Years 
604  WARD  AVE.,  GIRARD,  OHIO 
Phone:  Girard,  Ohio,  361-J 


Guest  in  Gotham — 

J.  Masters,  city  manager  of  the  Cres- 
cent Amusement  Co.,  Bowling  Green, 
Ky.,  pauses  at  the  RKO  exhibitors’ 
lounge. 


JJRWAY  BRINER’S  “High  Santa”  is  a fa- 
vorite with  Cincy  Filmrow  horse  play- 
ers. They  were  all  aboard  for  his  $14.40 
win  at  Thistledown.  Last  season  he  was 
in  the  money  12  out  of  14  starts.  This 
month  he  is  at  Detroit.  Briner  has  houses 
in  Lancaster  (Liberty)  and  in  Circleville 
(Cliftonia) . 

In  the  Queen  City  for  the  annual  Va- 
riety Club  outing  were  Herb  Vance,  Law- 
rence Burns,  Jack  Needham,  Mac  Mc- 
Donald and  Bernie  Gardner. 

Johnny  Gordon,  press  agent  for  the 
Phil  Chakares  circuit  in  Springfield,  is 
coming  along  after  an  emergency  appen- 
dix removal.  Mrs.  Gordon  is  also  conval- 
escing following  an  operation. 

Pardon  us,  Leo  Kessel,  but  our  spelling 
went  haywire  . . . Milt  Staub  of  the  Gus- 
tav Hirsch  organization  has  contracts  for 
new  marquees  on  the  State,  Galion;  Madi- 
son, Cleveland,  and  the  New,  Columbus. 
He  also  was  awarded  wiring  contracts  for 
Bill  Skirball’s  new  houses  in  Bryan  and 
Massillon. 

“Watty”  Watson,  efficient  M-G-M  ex- 
ploitation man,  is  getting  his  share  of 
road  work,  what  with  conventions  and  all. 
Sunday  and  Monday  found  him  in  Spring- 
field  for  the  managers’  meeting  of  the 
Chakares  circuit.  And  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  he  was  in  White  Sulphur 
Springs  for  the  West  Virginia  Managers 
Ass’n  convention. 

Leo  (FkY  Theatre  Division)  Yassenoff’s 
party  last  week  turned  out  to  be  one  of 
the  year’s  biggest.  (Already  we’re  looking 
forward  to  the  next  one\)  The  local  “reg- 
ulars” were  there  en  masse.  Out-of-town 
guests  included:  George  Challis  and  Leon- 
ard Sowars,  Theatre  Managers,  Inc.,  Mun- 
cie,  Ind.;  Louis  Wiethe,  Kentucky  Thea- 
tre, Latonia,  Ky.;  Charlie  Ackerman,  Glen- 


New  Albert  Aaron  House 
In  Charleston,  W,  Va. 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — A new  theatre  will 
be  erected  on  W.  Washington  St.  for  Al- 
bert Aaron,  local  theatre  owner.  The 
building  plans  are  for  a theatre,  three 
stores  and  eight  bowling  alleys,  the  archi- 
tect being  Fred  A.  Bishop  of  Richmond, 
Va. 

Bids  on  the  general  contract  are  now 
being  taken  by  Aaron  at  the  Sunset  Thea- 
tre. Specifications  indicate  a solid  brick 
structure,  with  concrete  foundation,  one 
story  and  base,  75x150  feet. 

An  air  conditioning  system  will  be  in- 
stalled and  modern  equipment  and  fixtures 
will  be  featured.  Front  will  be  of  col- 
ored glass  and  seating  capacity  will  be 
around  825.  Approximate  cost  will  be 
$60,000. 

"Dr.  1.  Q."  Is  Moved  to 
Stanley  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — “Dr.  I.  Q.”  radio  program, 
recently  cleared  of  lottery  charges  when 
broadcast  from  the  stage  of  a Chicago 
theatre,  has  moved  into  the  Stanley  and 
will  continue  each  Monday  evening  for 
six  weeks. 

Harry  M.  Kalmine,  zone  manager  for 
Warner  Bros,  theatres,  follov/ing  a book- 
ing trip  in  New  York,  announces  the  re- 
turn of  stage  shows  at  the  Stanley  Thea- 
tre, initial  unit  to  be  opened  within  three 
weeks.  The  house  has  been  without  stage 
attractions  since  late  in  June.  Radio  bands 
are  now  being  lined  up. 

Hayes  Garbarino  Out  as 
Manager  of  Two  Houses 

Pittsburgh — Joseph  Birocco,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  company  operating  the 
Garby  Theatre,  Clarion,  and  the  Emlen, 
Emlenton,  announces  the  withdrawal  of 
Hayes  Garbarino  as  manager  of  the  two 
houses.  Pete  Samuel  has  been  named  as 
manager  of  the  Clarion  house  and  Birocco 
is  managing  the  Emlenton  Theatre.  Gar- 
barino’s  future  plans  are  not  known. 

Pitt  Variety  Post  Resumes 
Free  Shows  September  6 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club  Post  No.  589 
of  the  American  Legion  on  September  6 
resumes  regular  monthly  free  shows  at 
the  Veterans’  Hospital,  Aspinwall,  after  a 
summer  layoff.  Dave  Broudy  and  his  or- 
chestra and  floor  shows  from  cafes  and 
night  clubs  will  inaugurate  the  new  sea- 
son, and  shows  will  be  scheduled  for  the 
vets  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month. 


Moran  to  Script  Benny  Film 

Hollywood — Eddie  Moran  has  been 
signed  as  a scripter  on  “Buck  Benny  Rides 
Again,”  a Jack  Benny  starrer  for  Para- 
mount. 


way,  Cincinnati;  Edgar  Kundy  and  L.  B. 
Guilfoyle,  Louvee  and  Virginia  theatres, 
Wellston;  Tom  Alfred,  Lyric,  Lancaster; 
Arnold  Skelly,  Arcade,  Newark;  Harry 
Abrams,  Palace,  Lancaster. 
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Exhibitors  Meet  a Star — 


Messrs.  Rader  of  the  Arcade  Theatre,  Newark,  Ohio,  chat  with  Ruth 
Gordon,  who  will  portray  the  role  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  in  RKO’s  “Abraham 
Lincoln  of  Illinois.”  All  are  at  the  World's  Fair  visitors’  quarters  established 
by  RKO. 


CMMCMMATII 


(Continued  from  page  65) 
the  Jersey  shore  where  he  was  vacation- 
ing . . . Gabe  Rubin  will  play  Grace 
Moore’s  French  picture  “Louise”  at  his  Art 
Cinema  early  in  the  new  season.  We  im- 
dei'stand  Rubin  is  opening  a foreign  film 
house  at  Cleveland  . . . Jim  Alexander, 
newsreel  cameraman  for  many  years,  was 
seen  snapping  candid  camera  shots  this 
week  on  Filmrow  . . . Jack  Marks,  the 
Clarksburg  showman  who  recently  cele- 
brated his  70th  birthday,  was  a recent 
booker  with  his  Orpheum  manager,  Joe 
Feeney. 

There  will  be  little  or  no  activity  on 
Filmrow  Monday,  Labor  Day.  Variety  Club 
will  be  closed,  no  Monday  dinner  having 
been  arranged  . . . Jack  Judd,  NSS  man- 
ager, has  returned  from  New  York  . . . 
Local  New  Universal  salesmen  are  among 
the  company  leaders  in  the  early  bird 
standings:  Si  Feld  is  fourth,  Dave  Barn- 
holtz  is  fifth,  Lou  Hess  is  ninth  and  Bill 
Saiori  is  11th  . . . Miss  Mathilda  Kiel  of 
the  MPTO  office  is  back  on  the  job  after 
a two-week  vacation  at  Conneaut,  Ohio. 

Larry  Katz,  International  representative 
of  the  lATSE,  who  has  been  busy  with 
wage  negotiations  here,  was  in  attendance 
at  a West  Virginia  Federation  of  Labor 
convention  in  Wheeling  . . . Irene  Polen  of 
the  England  Bros,  office  will  be  on  duty 
next  week  after  a nice  vacation  . . . Harry 
Hendel  has  returned  from  a Canadian 
vacation  . . . Raymond  “Bud”  Allison,  a 
senior  at  Bucknell,  was  visiting  this  week 
with  his  dad,  R.  Allison,  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  university  semester  . . . Harry 
H.  Goldstein,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager, was  here  this  week  inspecting  the 
remodeled  exchange. 


Ambers-Armstrong  Fight 
Films  at  Pitt's  Fulton 

Pittsburgh  — Pictures  of  the  Ambers- 
Armstrong  fight  opened  last  Saturday  at 
the  Fulton  where  20th-Fox’s  “Second  Fid- 
dle” was  in  its  second  week.  Billed  as  a 
feature,  the  copy  inquired  “Was  it  fixed? — 
Was  Armstrong  robbed?  See  for  your- 
self.” 

The  picture  is  being  distributed  by  Irv- 
ing Dietz  and  George  “B”  Josack  at  1701 
Blvd.  of  the  Allies. 


Danny  Davis  in  Hospital 
After  an  Auto  Accident 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Danny  Davis,  ITO 
of  W.  Va.  secretary,  was  confined  to  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital  here  this  week  following 
an  auto  wreck  Saturday  night.  Davis 
suffered  various  injuries  together  with  a 
wrenched  back  when  he  stopped  his  car 
at  the  intersection  on  the  main  Fairmont- 
Clarksburg  road  and  a car  plunged  in  be- 
hind him. 


Add  to  "Hunchback"  Cast 

Hollywood  — Paul  Newlan,  Margaret 
McWade  and  Margaret  Seddon  have  been 
added  to  the  cast  of  the  “Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame,”  which  RKO  is  remaking  with 
Charles  Laughton  in  the  title  role. 


^HE  Milk  Fund  Show  for  the  benefit  of 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  sponsored  by  Queen 
City  Variety  Club,  is  set  for  September  15, 
and  according  to  all  advance  information, 
will  be  the  biggest  affair  ever,  with  music, 
wrestling,  athletics  and  vaudeville  on  the 
bill.  Harry  Hartman  is  general  chairman, 
assisted  by  Maury  White,  J.  J.  Grady  and 
Joe  Goetz. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Holt  of  the  Idle  Hour 
Theatre  have  put  a new  modernistic  front 
on  their  house  at  7029  Vine  St. 

'Thomas  F.  Whalen,  manager  for  Schine’s 
interests  in  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  was  made 
manager  for  Maysville,  according  to  an- 
nouncement of  Lew  Hensler,  Lexington, 
Ky.,  succeeding  Jack  Frisch  at  the  Russel 
and  Washington  theatres.  Frank  Heibeck 
continues  as  assistant  manager.  FVisch 
formerly  operated  the  Washington  and 
Hollywood  theatres,  until  he  sold  both  to 
Schine  interests,  and  has  since  managed 
for  Schine’s.  He  left  for  Salisbury,  Md., 
to  manage  a Schine  house  in  that  city. 

Warner’s  R.  Smeltzer  and  Roy  Haines 
visited  the  local  office  this  week.  Ruby 
Lee  was  also  in. 

Universal’s  “The  Under-Pup”  received 
hearty  recommendations  from  the  preview- 
ers. Columbia’s  “Golden  Boy”  is  set  for 
September  7 at  RKO  Palace  . . . Martin 
Shear’s  “Beauty  Contest,”  at  the  Hippo- 
drome, Newport,  for  Miss  Kentucky,  the 
winner  to  compete  with  other  state  con- 
testants for  the  honor  of  representing 
Kentucky  at  Atlantic  City,  drew  record 
crowds. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Revelis,  Washing- 
ton, C.  H.,  visited  the  Row  this  week. 
Other  callers  were  James  Howe,  Carrolton, 
Ky.:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Martin.  Glouster 
and  Circleville,  Ohio,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M.  L.  Crist,  Ripley. 

Universal’s  Paul  Barron  arrived  in  Cin- 
cinnati Monday,  August  28,  for  the  second 
of  a series  of  pep  meetings,  promoting  the 


company  drive.  He  is  captain  of  the  east- 
ern division  . . . L.  Gabhardt,  former  post- 
master of  Harrisburg,  Ky.,  now  owner  of 
the  Opera  House,  a booking  visitor. 

New  theatres  reported  this  week  include 
Clark  Raider’s  house,  Eden,  Ohio;  F&W 
Co7istruction  Co.,  and  a new  lOO-seater  at 
Fairfield,  Ohio.  Elmer  Shard  is  reported 
to  have  broken  ground  for  a new  house, 
Hyde  Park,  Cmcinnati.  on  Lookout  Square. 

E.  Wersel  of  the  Hyde  Park  has  closed 
his  house  for  reconstruction.  All  that  re- 
mains is  a new  front  installed  last  year 
and  Wersel  is  completing  rebuilding  and 
re-equipping,  also  air  conditioning. 

Allan  Moritz,  Columbia  branch  mana- 
ger, was  confined  to  his  home  by  a severe 
attack  of  intestinal  grippe. 

Hal  Hode,  Columbia  home  office,  visit- 
ed with  the  locals,  en  route  via  plane  to 
a preview  of  “Golden  Boy”  at  Columbus 
. . . Phil  Chakeres  and  Affiliated  Warner 
Clubs  were  hosts  to  approximately  100  film 
folks  for  a picnic  and  dance  at  Terrace 
Park,  Springfield,  Sunday. 

Bert  Hukle,  Roxy  Theatre,  Huntington. 
W.  Va.,  is  convalescing  after  an  emergency 
appendectomy. 

Shea’s  “Weller  Theatre,”  Zanesville, 
broke  all  records  with  20th-Pox’s  “Stan- 
ley & Livingstone”  . . . Joe  M.  Goldberg 
of  Big  Features  has  returned  to  Louisville 
and  his  home  office. 

J.  J.  Grady  and  Ed  Burkart  will  attend 
the  W.  Va.  Exhibitors’  convention  at  White 
Sulphur  Springs. 


Exclusive  Action  Fight  Pictures 

Lou  Henry 

AMBERS  vs.  ARMSTRONG 

Distributed  by 

IRVING  DIETZ  GEORGE  "B”  JOSACK 

1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  ATlantic  4874 

PITTSBURGH 
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JOSEPH  W.  GOLDBERG,  Louisville,  Big 
^ Feature  Rights  representative  for  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee  and  Indiana,  returned 
from  Cincinnati  where  he  did  relief  duty 
for  a couple  of  weeks  in  the  main  office. 
He  then  left  on  his  own  vacation. 

W.  A.  Kinney,  president  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  Co.  of  Louisville,  left  on  a several 
weeks’  trip,  which  will  include  a cruise 
to  Nova  Scotia. 

Said  Boyd  Martin  in  the  Louisville 
Courier- Journal'.  “Time  was  when  Labor 
Day  yearly  brought  a new  theatrical  sea- 
son because  theatres  usually  closed  dur- 
ing the  summer.  There  were  no  air-con- 
ditioned theatres  in  those  days;  no  night 
ball  games  or  badminton,  no  softball,  no 
great  number  of  automobiles  or  gaily- 
lighted  swimming  pools  to  give  the  theatre 
competition.  Yet  the  majority  of  theatres 
closed.  But  today,  with  all  that  competi- 
tion, they  remain  open.  Summer  is  just 
the  off  season,  and  with  each  fall,  we 
look  forward  to  a fall  program  we  hope 
will  surpass  the  pictures  which  kept  the 
fans  going  to  the  movies  in  spite  of  the 
outdoor  counter  attractions.” 

“The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  after  a hang-up 
week  at  Loew’s,  was  moved  over  to  the 
Brown  for  another  week’s  run  in  Louis- 
ville. 

W.  A.  Quinn,  of  the  Falls  City  Theatri- 
cal Equipment  Co.,  said  2,000  copies  of  the 
Falls  City  Equipment  Co.  News,  a monthly 
publication,  would  come  off  the  presses 
early  this  month. 

The  Lyric  Movietones,  colored  softball 
team,  is  leading  the  Louisville  Industrial 
League. 


The  State  in  Charleston 
To  Open  September  12 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — The  State  Thea- 
tre here  will  be  opened  September  12.  It 
was  constructed  at  a cost  of  $65,000,  has 
670  seats,  and  is  owned  by  Floyd  Price 
and  Gene  Custer  of  Newark,  Ohio. 

Last  week  the  first  Custer-Price  house 
in  the  state,  the  Lewis  in  Lewisburg,  was 
opened.  The  Lewis  has  650  seats  and 
cost  $60,000. 


Charles  Lynch  to  Manage 
The  Olympic  in  Altoona 

Altoona,  Pa.  — Charles  Lynch,  veteran 
film  man  and  exhibitor,  has  been  named 
as  manager  of  the  Olympic  Theatre,  an 
A.  N.  Notopoulos  circuit  house. 

Walter  “Jess”  Ackerman,  formerly  at 
the  local  theatre,  has  been  sent  to  the 
Temple,  Aliquippa. 


Builds  in  Paris,  Ky, 

Cincinnati  — Harry  Schwartz,  veteran 
Kentucky  exhibitor,  is  building  a new 
theatre  at  Paris,  Ky.  The  F&Y  Theatre 
Service  of  Columbus  is  contractor  for  the 
500-seat  $20,000  house. 


$100  to  Thieves 

Pittsburgh  — Thieves  broke  into  the 
Harris-Beechview  Theatre  and  carried 
away  a small  safe  containing  $100.  Sev- 
eral hundred  tickets  were  picked  up  at  the 
same  time.  Workers  found  the  front  door 
unlocked  the  next  morning. 


In  Old  Kentucky 

By  SCOTTY  DE  VEAUX  

^HIS  reminds  me  of  that  old  song,  “The 
Sun  Shines  Bright  on  My  Old  Kentucky 
Home.”  Today  it’s  shining,  but  in  between 
the  showers  that  we  have  been  having 
for  the  past  week  or  two  most  of  the 
theatre  managers  are  pulling  their  hair 
as  the  theatre  patrons  pass  by  soaking 
wet,  but  not  so  for  the  Alice  Theatre  in 
Leitchfield,  Ky.,  managed  by  Mr.  Walter 
Downing  who  has  been  playing  “Jesse 
James”  this  week  to  standup  crowds  for 
all  shows,  which  was  held  over  for  three 
days.  He  has  a 382-seat  house  in  a town 
of  1,100  population.  Prices  10-25  cents  sell 
out  every  show,  six  per  day. 

Edwin  W.  Rau,  owner  of  the  theatre,  has 
been  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  at  the  bedside  of 
his  father  for  over  a week,  who  is  not  ex- 
pected to  live.  He’s  expected  to  return  to 
Leitchfield  this  week. 


J.  R.  Hatcher  of  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  has 
taken  over  the  managerial  duties  of  the 
Capitol  and  Diamond  theatres  while  J.  P. 
and  Russell  Masters  are  on  an  extended 
trip  through  the  east  and  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair,  Atlantic  City  and  Baltimore. 
The  Masters  wives  and  family  accom- 
panied them. 


R.  M.  Thomason,  formerly  of  Sedalia, 
Mo.,  and  who  has  been  in  Bowling  Green 
as  manager  of  the  Princess  Theatre  since 
March,  is  planning  a visit  to  Kansas  City 
and  Sedalia  in  the  very  near  future.  He 
is  well  known  around  Kansas  City,  as  he 
has  been  in  the  picture  business  around 
there  for  the  past  12  years. 


Paul  Harrington,  field  man  of  the  Ruf- 
fin-Chickashaw  Amusement  Co.  of  Coving- 
ton, Tenn.,  is  staying  on  at  Benton  until 
the  new  Benton  'Theatre  is  completed. 


Casino  to  Reopen 

Pittsburgh — The  Casino  Theatre  on 
Diamond  St.,  closed  during  the  summer, 
will  reopen  with  regular  burlesque  pro- 
grams, September  10.  The  house  uses  a 
number  of  short  subject  films  between 
flesh  shows.  George  Jaffe  is  the  pro- 
prietor. 


Deals  for  Madera  Capitol 

Madera,  Pa. — The  Capitol  Theatre  here, 
closed  for  a long  period,  may  be  acquired 
by  H.  J.  Thompson  enterprises  of  Clear- 
field, Pa.  Negotiations  are  now  being  con- 
ducted. 


ts^popular 

PLACE  TO  STAY  IN 

OLEDO 


People  traveling  or  living  in  Toledo 
quite  naturally  turn  to  the  Fort  Meigs 
Not  only  is  it  the  focal  point  of  activ- 
ities, but  it  IS  a convenient,  comfortable 
and  pleasant  hotel.  Its  unusual  Purple 
Cow  Coffee  Shop  and  Maritime  Buffet 
are  the  reasons  it  is  preferred  as  an 
entertainment  center. 

250  ROOMS 

lUiTH  BATH  h&M.  M 


Lasky  to  Pitt  on 
Talent  Quest 

Pittsburgh — Jesse  L.  Lasky  will  be 
here  September  24-26  for  RKO  "Gate- 
way to  Hollywood"  auditions  to  be  fea- 
tured on  the  stage  of  the  Harris  Sena- 
tor Theatre.  Contestants  will  compete 
for  the  screen  names  of  Gale  Storm  and 
Terry  Belmont  in  the  Hollywood  finals. 
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Bingo  Start  in  Conn. 
With  Latest  Ruling 

Broadbrook,  Conn. — The  New  Broad- 
brook  Theatre,  operated  by  Oscar  Hausner, 
is  first  since  legalization  of  Bingo  by  the 
state  legislature  to  arrange  a tieup  with 
a local  organization  in  presenting  Honey, 
a variation  of  Bingo. 

The  local  fire  department  sponsors  the 
games  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  with 
a $75  honey-pot  prize  in  credit  for  mer- 
chandise as  a special  award  and  $10  in 
credit  in  regular  prizes.  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias will  sponsor  Honey  at  the  Capitol  The- 
atre, East  Haven,  beginning  next  week. 
The  games  are  being  inaugurated  with 
the  approval  of  local  authorities.  Adolph 
G.  Johnson  is  Connecticut  representative 
for  Honey. 

A large  percentage  of  independents  were 
playing  Bank  Night,  Lucky,  Honey  and 
other  games  with  cash  prizes  before  the 
state-wide  ban  which  followed  the  Mid- 
dletown test  case  last  year.  While  many 
were  not  in  favor  of  the  games,  exhibitors 
expressed  the  opinion  at  the  last  legislative 
session  that  theatres  should  be  permitted 
to  revive  them. 

The  law  as  enacted  in  the  final  week 
of  the  session,  however,  sanctioned  Bingo 
for  civic,  charitable  and  volunteer  fire  or- 
ganizations, with  merchandise  prizes  only, 
and  with  local  option.  Theatres  resented 
the  discrimination  and  the  competition 
which  organization  Bingo  has  been  in  the 
past. 

New  Haven,  East  Haven,  Waterbury,  New 
Britain  and  Broadbrook  are  among  the 
towns  that  have  voted  for  Bingo  with  the 
restrictions  placed  upon  its  operation  by 
the  legislature.  New  Haven  seeks  to  legal- 
ize it  further  for  political  groups. 


Outfit  Hall  in  Hartford 
As  Bingo  Establishment 

Hartford — The  pavilion  Hall  at  Capitol 
Park  on  Wethersfield  Ave.  will  be  outfit- 
ted for  Bingo  games  with  accommodations 
for  1,200  persons.  The  establishment  will 
be  operated  by  Connecticut  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  and  an  October  8 opening  is  planned. 

An  ordinance  legalizing  Bingo  here  was 
signed  two  weeks  ago  by  Mayor  Spellacy. 


East  Hartford  Officials 
Legalize  Bingo  Playing 

Hartford — Bingo  has  been  legalized  in 
East  Hartford,  while  aldermen  of  Strat- 
ford and  Waterbury  also  have  placed  their 
okay  on  the  game.  Action  is  still  forth- 
coming from  West  Hartford  officials. 


Graphic  Circuit  Is  Taking 
Over  Danvers  Operation 

Boston — The  Graphic  Theatre  circuit  is 
taking  over  operation  of  the  Orpheum  The- 
atre in  Danvers.  Newell  B.  Kurson,  local 
Graphic  executive,  has  appointed  Bene- 
dict Govan  manager  of  the  house.  Govan 
formerly  managed  the  Princess  in  Wake- 
field for  Charles  Hodgdon. 


M&R  Action  Documents  Detail 
Paramount  Theatre  Deals 


Boston — A number  of  Paramount  Tlie- 
atre  transactions  in  New  England  are  de- 
tailed in  documentary  evidence  filed  as  ex- 
hibits in  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  $2,100,- 
000  anti-trust  suit  against  the  major  dis- 
tributors and  the  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Co. 

Concord,  N.  H. 

The  Comptrollers  reported  that  “ar- 
rangements” had  been  made  for  New  Eng- 
land Theatres,  Inc.,  to  acquire  one-fourth 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Star  Theatre 
Corp.  and  Concord  Amusement  Co.,  con- 
trolling and  operating  the  Star  and  Ster- 
ling theatres  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  for  $16,000, 
“reports  of  a 1923  meeting  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  Paramount”  indicated. 
The  deal  was  okay. 

The  Paramount  executive  committee, 
meeting  in  1921,  reported,  “A  discussion 
followed  regarding  the  New  England  situ- 
ation, at  the  conclusion  of  which  the 
president  appointed  a committee  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Kent,  Mr.  Sanders,  Mr.  Sals- 
bury,  and  Mr.  Kohn  to  consider  the  best 
policy  to  be  followed  in  respect  to  the 
Black  New  England  Theatre,  Inc.,  report 
at  the  next  meeting. 

“The  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed at  the  previous  meeting  to  study  the 
Black  New  England  Theatres  situation  was 
read  at  the  meeting,  and  on  the  motion 
duly  made,  seconded  and  unanimously  car- 
ried was  accepted  and  filed  and  the  plan 
of  action  therein  recommended  was  duly 
approved.” 

The  advances  to  Black  New  England 
Theatres,  Inc.,  of  $12,000  on  Jan.  5,  1922, 
and  $13,000  on  Jan.  14,  1922,  were  later 
reported. 

Abe  Spitz 

“There  was  presented  an  agreement 
dated  Feb.  4,  1923,  with  Abraham  A.  Spitz,” 
the  report  of  another  executive  committee 
meeting  showed,  “whereby  this  Corpora- 
tion will  acquire  all  of  the  Spitz  inter- 
ests in  Black  and  Spitz’s  Theatres,  Inc., 
and  Strand  Theatre  Corporation  for  a 
consideration  of  $20,850,  payable  in  four 

Deposilions  Continue 
In  Me.-Vt.  Suits 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan  continues  to 
take  depositions  in  the  Maine  and  Ver- 
mont anti-trust  suits  of  C.  F.  Millett, 
Frank  LePage,  and  Kenneth  Gorham.  The 
lawyer  has  already  questioned,  under  oath, 
Norman  Ayers  of  Warner,  Thomas  Bailey 
of  20th-Fox,  William  Erbb  of  Paramount, 
and  John  Dervin  of  United  Artists. 

The  George  Solomon  Equity  suit,  which 
Ryan  is  handling  for  the  veteran  Charles- 
town theatreman,  has  been  postponed  be- 
cause of  the  present  anti-trust  maneuvers 
which  are  filling  Ryan’s  time  during  a re- 
cess of  the  Morse  and  Rothenberg  $2,- 
100,000  monopoly  suit. 


installments.” 

“The  Comptroller  reported,”  at  an  early 
1923  executive  committee  meeting,  “that 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  New 
England  Theatres,  Inc.,  to  acquire  one- 
quarter  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Star 
'Theatre  Corp.  and  Concord  Amusement 
Co.,  controlling  and  operating  the  Star 
and  Sterling  theatres  at  Concord,  N.  H., 
for  $16,000.” 

Boston 

“Final  agreements”  were  presented 
Paramount  executives  at  a 1925  confer- 
ence, “in  regard  to  the  operation  by  Bos- 
ton Capital  Operating  Co.  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Tremont  and  Hollis  Sts.,  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  the  financing  of  the  comple- 
tion thereof  by  B.  F.  Keith  Theatres  Co. 
and  Famous  Players  Lasky  Theatres  Corp. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved  that  the  execution  and  de- 
livery by  the  president  and  secretary  of 
this  corporation  of  that  certain  agree- 
ment, dated  June  18,  1925,  between  Bos- 
ton Capitol  Buildings,  Inc.,  formerly  called 
Tremont  Street  Realty  Co.,  party  of  the 
first  part  William  J.  McDonald  and  Max 
Schoolman,  parties  of  the  second  part; 
Boston  Capital  Operating  Co.,  party  of 
the  third  part,  and  the  B.  F.  Keith’s  Tlre- 
atres  Co.  and  Famous  Players  Lasky  Corp., 
parties  of  the  fourth  part,  in  relation  to 
the  property  known  as  Capitol  Tlreatre 
and  Commonwealth  Office  Building  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  Mass.,  be  and  it  hereby 
is  ratified,  confirmed  and  approved,  it 
was  further  resolved,  that  the  execution 
and  delivery  by  the  president  of  this  cor- 
poration of  that  said  agreement,  dated 
June  24,  1925,  between  the  B.  F.  Keith’s 
Theatres  Co.,  Famous  Players  Lasky  Corp. 
and  Boston  Capitol  Theatres  Operating 
Co.  in  relation  to  a joint  subscription  for 
$500,000  (500,000)  dollars  of  preferred 

stock  of  the  Boston  Capitol  Buildings,  Inc., 
and  the  ownership  of  stock  in  Boston 
Capital  Operating  Co.  be  and  is  hereby 
ratified,  approved  and  confirmed.” 

Auburn,  Me. 

“Arrangements,”  it  was  further  reported 
March  31,  1926,  “were  being  made  by  the 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co. 
for  the  construction  of  a theatre  at  Au- 
burn, Me.,  and  by  Consolidated  Amuse- 
ment, Inc.,  for  the  construction  of  a the- 
atre at  the  corner  of  Grand  Central  and 
Delaware  Aves.,  Tampa,  Fla.,  both  of  these 
projects  to  be  financed  by  the  respective 
companies. 

“Mr.  Franklin  reported  advances  of 
about  $57,500  to  American  Amusement 
Corp.  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
improvements  to  the  St.  James  Theatre 
at  Boston. 

“On  motion  duly  made,  seconded,  and 
unanimously  carried,  it  was 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  committee 
hereby  approves  the  above  described  ad- 
vancements, subject  to  the  consent  of  the 
finance  committee  which  is  hereby  re- 
quested. 

“From  the  meeting  of  the  executive  com- 
( Continued  on  page  74) 
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Interstate,  Joelson 
Enter  Fall  River 

Boston — Edward  Ansin,  E.  Harold  Stone- 
man,  and  Julius  Joelson  have  now  officially 
gone  into  Fall  River,  Mass.,  stronghold 
of  former  national  and  present  local  Allied 
head  Nathan  Yamins. 

Tlie  Interstate  Theatres  Corp.,  of  which 
Ansin  and  Stoneman  are  respective  presi- 
dent and  treasurer,  this  week  Thursday 
took  over  operation  of  the  Empire  and 
Durfee. 

Julius  Joelson,  independent  circuit  head, 
has  leased  a newly  constructed  house  in 
Fall  River  which,  at  one  time,  seemed  due 
to  pass  to  Yamins.  Yamins  continues  at 
the  Strand,  Capitol  and  Park. 

Ed  Fain,  general  manager  for  Inter- 
state, has  appointed  William  J.  Canning 
the  Empire  manager  and  Christopher 
Joyce  the  Durfee  manager.  Canning  for- 
merly covered  the  Durfee.  Joyce  is  a trans- 
feree from  Plymouth. 


Rules  Cambridge  Theatre 
May  Get  Year's  License 

Boston — The  Cambridge  Theatre,  Inc., 
should  be  licensed  for  one  year,  beginning 
August  1,  to  show  films  at  the  Inman 
Square  Theatre,  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Henry  Lummus  decreed  here  last  week. 

The  corporation,  as  sole  lessee,  has  op- 
erated the  suburban  house  for  the  past 
seven  years.  Licenses,  since  August  1, 
1936,  have  been  issued  to  Michael  O’Leary, 
a corporation  employe. 

In  opposing  the  supreme  court  action, 
R.  E.  Everts,  Cambridge  city  solicitor,  in- 
formed Judge  Lummus  that  Mayor  John 
W.  Lyons  had  no  objection  in  issuing  a 
license  to  the  Cambridge  Theatres,  Inc., 
but  that  His  Honor  did  not  want  to  have 
two  such  permits  outstanding.  Lummus 
suggested  that  O’Leary’s  license  be  inval- 
idated and  that  another  be  issued  the  cor- 
poration. 


Site  Available  for  New 
House  at  New  Britain 

Hartford — The  possibility  of  another 
theatre  in  New  Britain  has  been  reported 
hereabouts  by  theatremen.  It  has  devel- 
oped as  a result  of  the  vacating  by  a de- 
partment store  of  quarters  in  the  one-story 
block  at  530  Main  St.  The  owners  have 
made  public  the  fact  that  a Hartford 
group  is  interested  in  installing  a theatre 
in  the  premises. 

Some  minor  alterations  would  give  the 
backers  a theatre  with  a seating  capacity 
of  1.000.  The  location  of  the  proposed 
house  is  across  the  street  from  the  State 
and  neighboring  the  Palace. 


Mrs.  A1  Moulton 

Boston — The  wife  of  Al  Moulton,  finan- 
cial secretary  of  the  Moving  Picture  Oper- 
ators’ union.  Local  182,  died  Tuesday. 


'Stanley  & Livingstone' 
Lead  Holdovers 

Boston — "Stanley  and  Livingstone" 
has  been  held  for  a third  week  at 
Keith's  Memorial.  "Unexpected  Father/' 
added  as  a second  feature  last  week, 
has  been  retained  for  a second  week. 
"The  Wizard  of  Oz"  and  "Blondie  Takes 
a ’Vacation"  is  day-and-date  at  Loew's 
State  and  Orpheum  for  a second  week. 


Yamins  Names  Two 
Confab  Delegates 

Boston — Nathan  Yamins,  president  of 
the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  has  ap- 
pointed Wilbur  Peterson  of  the  Orpheum 
in  Somerville  and  Max  Levenson,  circuit 
partner.  Allied  regional  directors.  The 
pair  will  represent  the  local  unit  at  the 
eastern  regional  conference  at  the  Hotel 
Ritz-Carlton  in  Atlantic  City  on  Septem- 
ber 7.  Also  tentatively  scheduled  to  make 
the  trip  are  Frank  Lydon,  Frank  Perry, 
Sam  Resnick,  and  Arthur  K.  Howard. 

Called  by  Eastern  Regional  Vice-Presi- 
dent Lydon,  the  directors  from  New  Eng- 
land, Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  will  discuss 
exhibitor  problems,  film  buying,  and  gov- 
ernment legislation  and  litigation. 

Allied  Unit  May  Name  New 
Secretary  on  Sept,  12 

Boston — A successor  to  the  late  Adolph 
Bendslev,  deceased  secretary  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  may  be  chosen 
Tuesday,  September  12,  when  the  New 
England  unit  of  Allied  meets  in  Boston. 
Bendslev,  operator  of  the  community  in 
Wellesley  and  prominent  in  national  or- 
ganization affairs,  died  suddenly  in  August 
following  a heart  attack. 

Results  of  the  entire  eastern  production 
survey  poll,  conducted  by  Allied,  will  be 
scrutinized  at  the  20  Shawmut  Street 
confab.  Si>ecial  attention  will  be  concen- 
trated on  the  local  product  survey  now 
under  way  here,  while  product  buying  un- 
der present  business  conditions  will  be 
discussed. 

“Business  is  off  all  over  the  country, 
including  summer  resort  theatres,”  Busi- 
ness Manager  Arthur  K.  Howard  said  this 
week  in  a message  to  members.  “General 
business  forecasts  do  not  indicate  a rise 
in  business  activities,  employment,  or  pay- 
rolls. There  is  no  justifiable  excuse  for 
the  slightest  increase  in  film  rentals.” 


Resume  Solomon  Suit 

Boston — The  George  Solomon  equity 
suit  brought  in  Suffolk  superior  court 
against  Daniel  Grishaver,  Selma  Yonkers, 
Jacob  Yonkers,  and  Benjamin  Rudnick 
will  be  resumed  next  Wednesday,  ending 
a brief  recess  requested  by  Plaintiffs’  At- 
torney George  S.  Ryan.  Solomon  charges 
a conspiracy  to  oust  him  from  the  Thomp- 
son Square  Co.  is  in  existence. 


J^EFYING  the  city  censors  who  banned 
“Mice  and  Men”  (among  other  legiti- 
mate productions)  when  Atlantic  Coast 
Productions,  Inc.,  asked  permission  to  stage 
the  play  at  the  Albee  here  this  summer, 
management  of  the  Lippitt  Theatre,  straw- 
hat  circuit  playhouse  at  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
will  do  the  show  Labor  Day  week.  This 
is  the  first  time  such  a situation  has  oc- 
curred hereabout  since  several  years  ago, 
the  Community  Theatre  in  North  Provi- 
dence ran  a film  frowned  on  by  the  Prov- 
idence bureau  of  police.  Commimity  made 
money  with  the  showing  but  ill  favor  cre- 
ated discouraged  the  management  from 
repetition  thereafter. 

RKO-Albee  goes  back  into  New  York 
district  management  this  week  as  Michael 
J.  Kavanagh  arrives  here  to  take  over  the 
resident  manager  job.  Kavanagh  was  with 
Astor,  Embassy,  Criterion  and  other  New 
York  City  houses  from  1920  to  1926  and 
from  1927  to  1930  managed  for  United 
Artists  in  the  Detroit  area.  Recently  he  was 
manager  of  Paramount,  Cincinnati,  from 
which  city  he  came  to  Providence  last 
Tuesday.  William  J.  McCourt,  who  has 
been  acting  as  manager  since  the  Albee 
reopened  a fortnight  ago,  goes  back  to  the 
RKO-Memorial,  Boston,  with  appointment 
of  Kavanagh  to  the  local  post. 

Louise  Clark  is  back  in  the  boxoffice 
at  the  Albee  as  cashier. 

Jay  Dowden  of  RKO’s  home  office  has 
been  in  town  for  over  a week  planting 
publicity  and  campaign  tieups  on  “In 
Name  Only,”  opening  at  the  Albee  August 
31.  Bill  Morton,  house  press  agent,  is  as- 
sisting Dowden  vnth  the  campaign. 

Jack  Carroll,  publicity  man  for  Pay’s 
theatres  here,  engineered  a nifty  feature 
by  Robert  L.  Wheeler  in  Sunday  Journal 
filled  with  reminiscent  matter  on  22  years 
of  vaudeville  at  Fay’s  Theatre. 

Johnny  Hodge,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Strand,  winds  up  the  vacation  lists  for 
the  season  this  week  enjoying  his  annual 
layoff.  He  is  spending  the  time  on  Cape 
Cod,  Block  Island  and  other  popular  New 
England  recreational  retreats. 

Strand  is  making  big  use  of  24-sheets 
around  town  this  season,  using  the  bill- 
boards for  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  (cur- 
rent film)  and  also  for  “Star  Maker”  (op- 
ening 30th) . This  is  the  first  time  in  years 
the  Strand  has  utilized  posters  in  its  ad- 
vertising. 

Legion  Circus,  offering  eight  acts  twice 
nightly  in  Cranston  Municipal  Stadium 
September  4 to  9,  promises  to  give  some 
competition  to  theatres  Labor  Day  week. 
The  show,  promoted  by  J.  C.  Harlacker, 
is  second  annual  circus  sponsored  in  Crans- 
ton by  Legion  posts  of  that  city. 

'Those  optimists  who  have  felt  Narra- 
gansett  race  track’s  popularity  would  wane 
from  year  to  year  learned  this  week  that 
betting  handled  for  first  two  weeks  of 
the  current  meet  has  been  larger  than  that 
of  first  two  weeks  of  last  year’s  summer 
racing.  Coming  weekend,  with  the  $25,000 
added  special  race  on  Saturday,  is  expected 
to  give  the  mutuel  figures  another  big 
boost. 
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J^ARRY  LASKY,  Larry  Stone,  and  Louis 
Stern  have  been  to  Havana.  Stern  and 
Lasky  own  the  Barre  Theatre  at  Barre, 
Vt.,  the  latter  managing  it.  Lasky  han- 
dles E.  M.  Loew’s  open-air  situations  in 
Baltimore  and  Washington.  Stone  man- 
ages the  Kenmore  in  Boston  for  Charles 
Morse  and  Louis  Rothenberg. 

Phil  Smith,  New  York  and  New  England 
cireuit  owner  with  ozone  interests  in  Cleve- 
land and  Detroit,  returned  to  town  this 
week  . . . Harry  Arthur  was  in  from  New 
York  last  week  . . . Russell  Burke,  Frederick 
E.  Lieberman  publicist,  has  been  on  vaca- 
tion. 

Max  Michaels  opened  the  Columbia  this 
week  with  flesh  and  films.  He  is  operat- 
ing the  house  for  Ben  Welansky  interests. 

N.  D.  Golden,  head  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture division  of  the  U.  S.  department  of 
commerce,  was  in  town  this  week.  Golden, 
on  hand  to  attend  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  Encampment,  was  the  guest  for  sev- 
eral days  at  the  home  of  Joe  Cifre.  Golden 
is  Commander  of  the  General  Edwards 
Post  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Vincent  Dixon  has  resigned  from  the 
staff  of  Keith’s  Memorial  Theatre  and  is 
headed  toward  the  West  Coast  where  he 
may  rejoin  RKO  in  Charles  Koerner’s 
division. 

Joseph  Burchini,  the  granddaddy  of 
drive-in  theatres  in  New  England,  has 
been  critically  ill.  Burchini,  who  started 
what  is  now  the  Weymouth  Drive-In  and 
who  had  a hand  in  other  local  outdoor 
locations,  is  plaintiff  in  several  lawsuits 
involving  New  E7igland  ozoners. 

Betty  Adams  of  Keith’s  Memorial  left 
Boston  last  week  Thursday  en  route  to 
San  Antonio,  Tex.  . . . A1  Longo,  pub- 
licity assistant  to  Joseph  A.  DiPesa,  re- 
turned Monday  from  a seashore  vacation 
. . . Lou  Richmond,  field  manager  for  the 
E.  M.  Loew  circuit,  spent  the  last  week 
at  Nantasket  and  this  week  in  the  moun- 
tains. He  is  not  expected  back  at  Tre- 
mont  Street  headquarters  until  after  Labor 
Day. 

Dennis  Shea,  Turners  Falls  exhibitor, 
will  celebrate  the  25th  anniversary  of  the 
Shea  Theatre  during  Labor  Day  week. 
The  silver  jubilee  stanza  will  be  com- 
memorated by  souvenirs.  Shea  is  booking 
vaudeville  for  the  occasion. 

Helen  Sahl,  booker  for  Specialty  Pic- 
tures, has  concocted  a new  beverage.  She 
calls  it  Libra-Mint.  “Rub  the  inside  of  a 
highball  glass  with  mint,”  directs  Miss 
Sahl.  “Put  in  two  jiggers  of  rum  and  add 
coco  cola  to  the  taste.” 

Charles  Morse  and  Louis  Rothenberg 
have  reopened  the  Strand  in  Haverhill. 
The  Massachusetts  house  was  recently 
damaged  by  fire. 

Babe  Cummings,  formerly  of  the  Mod- 
ern, was  in  town  the  other  day  . . . Dora 
Kraska,  who  has  resigned  from  Imperial, 
spent  last  weekend  at  Nantasket  prior  to 
leaving  Tuesday  on  a Savannah  cruise  . . . 
Mabel  Dow  of  Cameo  Screen  Attractions, 


Inc.,  has  been  in  Plymouth  this  week. 
. . . Morris  Nunes,  premium  distributor, 
and  Mrs.  Nunes  were  in  town  last  week, 
conferring  with  Burt  Lazarus. 

Samuel  Ginsburg,  owner  of  the  Strand 
in  Wallingford,  Conn.,  is  dead. 

Walter  Dyer,  booker  for  Paramount  in 
Portland  before  the  Maine  branch  was 
dissolved,  has  been  appointed  local  booker 
for  Universal  by  Exchange  Manager  Wil- 
liam Kelly. 

Fred  Greenway , manager  of  Loew’s  State, 
has  been  having  trouble  with  a sore  throat 
. . . Sal  DiManno,  Loew’s  State  assistant 
manager,  has  a gum  infection  . . . Leonard 
Kraska,  house  manager  of  the  Fine  Arts, 
has  hay  fever  . . . James  O’Brien,  former- 
ly here  for  International  seat  and  now 
in  Philadelphia  for  Hey wood-Wake field,  is 
still  being  bothered  with  athlete’s  foot. 

Emma  V.  Corbett  of  Universal  vaca- 
tioned last  week  in  Rowley  . . . Florence 
Scully  Slater  of  Universal  has  been  in 
Old  Orchard  this  week  . . . Arthur  K. 
Howard  of  Allied  returned  to  town  Monday 
from  Plymouth  . . . Ray  Johnston  of  Mono- 
gram was  here  last  week  Thursday. 

Elmer  Turnquist,  former  branch  mana- 
ger for  Imperial,  has  been  working  on  the 
Ambers-Armstrong  fight  films  for  Harry 
Asher  . . . F.  D.  Scribner,  manager  of  the 
Strand  and  Crown  in  Manchester,  and 


Miss  Eleanor  Jones  have  married  at  that 
New  Hampshire  city. 

Harry  Snyder,  New  England  divisional 
manager  for  J.  Don  Alexander,  is  lining 
up  film  district  cruising  parties.  Alexan- 
der’s yacht,  the  Two  Smiles,  should  soon 
sail  north  to  Boston  from  its  New  York 
dry  dock  . . . D.  M.  Alexander,  produc- 
tion manager  for  his  brother,  is  back  from 
the  Mediterranean. 

Agnes  Wayland  is  looking  over  “Down 
East”  vacation  literature  . . . Morris  Saf- 
ner,  Rhode  Island  exhibitor,  was  in  town 
last  week  . . . Charles  Israelson  was  in  from 
Wells  Beach,  Me.  . . . Arthur  Lockwood, 
circuit  owner,  was  up  from  Middletown, 
Conn. 

C.  J.  Russell  sr.  has  been  using  the 
bicycle  popularity  contest  at  the  Art  The- 
atre in  Bangor,  Me.  The  promotion  is 
being  handled  in  this  territory  by  James 
Kennedy  and  Joseph  Schmuck. 

Sidney  Howard,  playwright,  was  killed 
last  week  in  Tryingham  when  a tractor 
he  was  cranking  started  when  in  gear  and 
crushed  him.  Howard  has  been  under  con- 
tract to  RKO,  Universal,  and  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn. 

Jeanne  Finkelstein  of  the  Good  Will  Ad- 
vertising Co.  has  been  in  Saratoga  and 
Schroon  Lake  this  week  . . . Jack  Rabino- 
( Continued  on  page  78) 
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CAPITOL  RUBBER  MATS 


Reduce  Cleaning  Costs 
Save  Expensive  Carpets 
Beautify  Your  Lobby 


These  custom-built  inlays  are  available  in  a 
number  of  designs.  Furnished  in  any  color 
combination  of  red,  white,  blue,  grey,  green, 
brown,  black,  yellow,  and  orange. 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


^ N£ir  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 
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Fete  for  Johnston  an 
Exclusive  AHair 

Boston — Not  even  One-Eye  Connolly 
could  crash  the  luncheon  given  in 
honor  of  Ray  Johnston  last  week  by 
Ben  Welansky  and  Steve  Broidy.  The 
Monogram  affair  at  the  Georgian  Room 
of  the  Hotel  Statler  was  that  exclusive. 
Connolly  was  finally  admitted  as  a 
guest,  however.  It  was  a stunt  put  on 
by  Martin  Sheridan,  Monogram  pub- 
licist who  handles  NBC's  "Inside  Story" 
in  the  New  England  sector  and  who  had 
secured  the  veteran  ducat  dodger  for 
an  air  appearance. 

Frank  Lydon,  Allied  eastern  regional 
vice-president,  commented  on  John- 
ston's fair  dealings  with  independent 
exhibitors  as  an  after  dinner  speaker 
on  a list  which  included  Charles  O'Reil- 
ly, Broidy  and  the  Monogram  president 
himself. 

Paramount  Theatre 
Deals  Are  Shown 

• Continued  from  page  71) 
mittee,  April  7,  1926,  referred  to  the  agree- 
ment, dated  July  18,  1925,  between  New 
England  Theatres,  Inc,,  Olympia,  Inc,,  and 
William  T,  L,  Gray  of  Lewiston,  Me,,  pro- 
viding for  the  employment  of  Mr,  Gray 
as  general  manager  for  the  theatres  in 
which  said  company  are  or  may  be  re- 
spectively interested,  and  recommended  a 
modification  of  the  basis  for  this  mini- 
mum guarantee  compensation,  whereby 
$25,000  a year  of  the  said  compensation 
will  be  granted  by  New  England  Theatres, 
Inc,,  and  $25,000  a year  by  Olympia  The- 
atres, Inc,  In  addition,  the  terms  of  the 
said  contract  will  be  so  interpreted  to 
reduce  somewhat  the  theatre  rents  used 
in  computing  Mr,  Gray’s  compensation, 
“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded,  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  committee 
has  no  objection  to  the  above  described 
changes  in  the  Gray  contract,’’ 

Maine  and  N.  H.  Theatres  Co. 
Adolph  Zukor  “outlined”  during  a 1929 
executive  committee  meeting  “the  situ- 
ation with  respect  to  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  Co.  in  which  Olym- 
pia Theatres,  Inc.,  has  a 50  per  cent  stock 
interest  and  recommended  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  other  50  per  cent  if  it  could 
be  obtained  upon  terms  acceptable  to  this 
company. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  president  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  negotiate  of  the 
half  of  the  corporation  of  the  outstand- 
ing 50  per  cent  of  the  capital  stock  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.” 

Olympia  Theatres,  Inc. 
“Negotiations,”  read  the  record  of  May  1, 
1929,  “had  been  concluded  for  the  ac- 
quisition by  Olympia  Theatres,  Inc.,  of  a 
lease  of  a new  theatre  to  be  constructed 
at  No.  76  Parker  St.,  Gardner,  Mass.,  for 
a term  of  15  years  at  an  annual  gross 


rental  of  $15,000  the  lessee  to  pay  any 
increase  in  real  estate  taxes  which  may 
be  assessed  against  the  property  after  the 
second  year  assessment  and  to  install 
equipment  costing  no  less  than  $30,000.” 

Metropolitan,  Boston 

“Recommended”  May  15,  1929,  was  “the 
acquisition  by  Paramount  Famous  Lasky 
Corp.  from  B.  F.  Keith  Corp.,  of  750  shares 
of  Class  “A”  stock  of  the  American 
Amusement  Corp.  and  1,500  shares  of  pre- 
ferred stock  and  1,500  shares  of  common 
stock  of  Boston  Metropolitan  Buildings, 
Inc.,  also  of  an  account  receivable  for 
$32,500  is  owing  by  American  Amusement 
Corp.  to  B.  F.  Keith’s  Corporation,  for 
the  aggregate  sum  of  $257,600  of  which 
$225,000  is  for  said  stock  and  $32,600  for 
said  amount  receivable. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  above  described 
capital  expenditure  be  and  hereby  is  au- 
thorized and  approved.” 

Portland,  Me. 

On  Oct.  2,  1929,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Paramount  executive  committee  that  “ne- 
gotiations had  been  concluded  for  the  ac- 
quisition by  Olympia  Theatres,  Inc.,  or 
other  subsidiary  company,  of  a lease  of 
the  Strand  'Theatre  at  Portland,  Me.,  for 
a term  of  20  years  at  the  gross  rental  of 
$85,000  per  annum,  one-half  year  rental  to 
be  paid  in  advance  and  credited  over  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth  and  six  years  of  the 
term.  The  tenant  is  to  pay  for  the  new 
sign  and  marquee  now  being  installed.” 

At  an  Oct.  30,  1929,  session,  “the  sec- 
retary referred  to  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  executive  committee  at  its  meet- 
ing held  on  Oct.  2,  1929,  in  regard  to  a 
lease  of  the  Strand  Theatre  in  Portland, 
Me.,  and  stated  that  it  had  been  found 
necessary  for  the  lessee  to  deposit  $50,000 
instead  of  $32,500  to  be  credited  on  the 
rent  during  the  seventh,  eighth,  ninth 
and  tenth  years  of  the  term,  at  the  rate 
of  $10,000  per  annum  during  the  seventh 
and  eighth  years,  and  $15,000  per  annum 
during  the  ninth  and  tenth  years.  Inter- 
est on  such  deposits  is  to  be  compounded 
semi-annually  and  allowed  to  accumulate 
until  April  1,  1933,  when  such  accumu- 
lated interest  is  to  be  paid  over  a period 
of  two  years  thereafter.  The  lease  will  be 
taken  by  a subsidiary  of  New  England 
Theatres,  Inc.,  instead  of  Olympia  The- 
atres, Inc. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  committee 
has  no  objection  to  the  above  described 
changes  in  the  proposed  lease  of  the  Strand 
Theatre  at  Portland,  Me.” 

Newport,  R.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Theatres,  Inc.,  it  was 
brought  out  at  an  executive  committee 
meeting  in  1930,  “contracted  to  purchase 
the  fee  of  Paramount  Theatre  in  Newport, 
R.  I.,  now  under  lease  to  said  company, 
for  a purchase  price  of  $300,000  payable 
by  the  execution  and  delivery  of  two  notes 
or  bonds  for  $200,000  and  $100,000  respec- 
tively, secured  by  purchase  money  mort- 
gages, the  mortgage  deed  securing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  note  for  $200,000  to  be  prior 
in  lien  to  the  mortgage  deed  securing  the 
payment  of  the  note  for  $100,000.  The 
first  of  the  said  notes  is  payable  in  five 
years  from  the  date  of  the  closing  and 
• Continued  on  page  76) 


Frederick  Lieberman 
May  Build  in  Hub 

Boston — Frederick  E.  Lieberman  inter- 
ests may  build  on  Washington  St.,  near  the 
juncture  of  Milk  St.  and  nearly  opposite 
the  Old  South  Meeting  House.  Lieberman 
recently  formed  the  Old  South  Operating 
Co.  and  the  Old  South  Theatre,  Inc.,  to- 
gether with  Morton  Lieberman,  Myer  H. 
Slobodkin  and  Ralph  Slobodkin.  Rumors 
still  persist,  too,  that  Lieberman  may  put 
up  a house  in  the  Fields  Corner  section  of 
Dorchester. 


Levensons  Will  Operate 
New  Worcester  House 

Boston — Max  and  Joe  Levenson,  inde- 
pendent circuit  operators,  will  operate  the 
Greendale  house  being  constructed  by 
Henry  Steinberg  and  Arthur  Blanchard. 
The  suburban  Worcester  location  is  being 
readied  for  opening  soon  after  Labor  Day. 

Steinberg,  present  bank  president,  is  a 
former  New  England  circuit  owner.  Blanch- 
ard, owner  of  the  Strand  Theatre  building 
in  Southbridge,  manages  that  theatre  for 
Interstate.  He  recently  built  a drive-in 
in  Sturbridge  which  is  in  partial  opposi- 
tion to  that  house. 

The  pair  tentatively  plan  several  other 
New  England  theatres,  including  one  in  the 
locality  of  the  new  housing  project  in 
South  Boston. 

Roy  Heffner,  Fred  Morley 
Complete  Fishing  Trip 

Boston — Roy  E.  Heffner,  Bank  Night 
assignee  and  the  operator  of  an  embryonic 
New  England  theatre  chain,  has  returned 
to  Boston  after  a fishing  trip  throughout 
northern  New  England  and  Canada  with 
Fred  Morley,  Texas  theatreman.  Heffner 
and  R.  E.  Griffith  recently  returned  from 
a similar  excursion.  Griffith  owns  a cir- 
cuit that  extends  throughout  Texas,  Ari- 
zona, New  Mexico,  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 
The  trio  looked  over  a number  of  theatre 
situations  between  casts. 


RKO  Boston  Stage  Shows 
In  the  Light  Sept.  1 

Boston — Stage  shows  were  to  have  been 
resumed  Friday  at  the  RKO  Boston  follow- 
ing culmination  of  RKO -union  negotia- 
tions. Ben  Domingo,  city  manager,  spot- 
ted the  first  weekend  flesh  for  a four-day 
stay  so  as  to  include  Labor  Day.  Two  first- 
run  features  had  been  booked,  at  press 
time,  to  mark  the  lighting  of  footlights 
at  the  downtown  house.  The  fact  that  the 
de  luxe  location  has  3,246  seats  was  ex- 
pected to  counteract  turnover  difficulties. 


Harry  Dramin,  26,  Dies 

Hartford — Harry  Dramin,  26,  died  here 
last  week  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Louis  Dramin.  Louis  Dramin  was 
formerly  assistant  manager  of  Loew’s  The- 
atre and  manager  of  the  Webster  here. 
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QPENINGS  of  the  new  700 -seat  State 
Theatre,  Jewett  City,  built  by  Joseph 
Quittner  and  Peter  Perakos,  and  the  403- 
seat  Fairmont,  New  Haven,  formerly  the 
annex,  recently  acquired  and  renovated 
by  A1  Pickus  are  scheduled  for  the  middle 
of  the  month.  Finn’s  Jewett  City,  tem- 
porarily housed  in  a high  school,  is  now 
closed.  Thomaston,  Deep  River;  Forest, 
Allingtown,  and  Windsor  should  follow 
along  soon,  if  building  and  remodeling 
schedules  are  on  time. 

Armstrong-Ambers  fight  pictures  played 
Loew’s  College,  New  Haven;  Majestic, 
Bridgeport;  Palace,  Hartford,  and  Plaza, 
Worcester.  Also,  Strand,  Stamford,  and 
others.  Loew  “A”  houses  playing  ‘‘Wizard 
of  Oz”  had  too  long  a program,  Harry 
Shaw  says,  to  book  the  fights.  Dick  Cohen 
is  handling  the  films. 

Maurice  Kempner  is  lessee  and  operator 
of  the  500-seat  Glastonbury  Theatre,  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Nathan  Lampert  . . . Eight 
hundred-seat  Orpheum,  Danielson,  an  In- 
terstate house,  is  reported  offered  for  sale. 

First  calculations  on  the  IZ-week  S.  R. 
Kent  Drive  find  the  New  Haven  20th-Fox 
branch  first  in  the  international  group  of 
19  exchanges.  Earl  Wright,  drive  captain 
here,  predicts  New  Haven  will  win  the 
four-week  salary  prize  when  all’s  said  and 
done  . . . Local  Metro-ites  are  also  con- 
fident they  will  be  wmnahs  in  their  drive 
which  was  officially  closed  Thursday.  And 
the  Warner  staff  was  anxiously  awaiting 
computations  on  its  bonus  drive  as  we  went 
to  press.  Good  luck  to  the  home  teams! 

With  the  moving  of  the  Shelton  post- 
office  to  its  new  building  in  October,  Mor- 
ris Hadelman  will  be  starting  construction 
of  a new  750 -seat  theatre  on  the  site  of 
the  present  postoffice  in  a few  months 
to  replace  the  500-seat  house  now  operated. 

I?istallati07i  of  B-31  exchange  employes’ 
new  officers  was  postponed  at  the  eleventh 
hour  because  of  vacation  absences,  and  is 
now  scheduled  for  September  instead.  New 
contracts  will  also  soon  he  under  considera- 
tion. 

Warner  Theatres  reports  better  busi- 
ness for  the  month  of  August  in  spite  of 
unrelenting  heat  . . . Holdovers:  “Four 
Feathers”  had  a second  week  at  the  Plaza, 
Stamford,  and  a third  at  the  Regal,  Hart- 
ford . . . Avon,  Stamford,  held  “Lady  of 
the  Tropics”  . . . “Stanley  and  Livingstone” 
was  a Loew-Poli  holdover  all  along  the 
circuit  . . . Patron  at  the  Middlesex,  Mid- 
dletown, made  a timely  inquiry  for  “Andy 
Hardy  Gets  Hay  Fever”  . . . State,  Hart- 
ford, returned  to  stage  shows  September  1, 
featured  Jack  Benny’s  Rochester,  Betty 
Grable  and  Frankie  Masters  and  his  or- 
chestra. Following  two  weeks  bring  Gene 
Krupa  and  Glenn  Miller,  with  Artie  Shaw, 
Ozzie  Nelson,  and  Rudy  Vallee  promised  for 
the  future. 

Congratulations  to  William  Hutchins, 
manager  of  National  Theatre  Supply,  who 
is  a new  daddy  of  a 6-lh.  IO-02.  boy  . . . 
Also  to  Joe  Markov  of  the  Lampert  cir- 
cuit, who  is  an  expectant  father  . . . And 
to  Nathan  Lampert,  whose  cast  has  been 


removed  11  months  after  his  serious  au- 
tomobile accide7it  . . . Bar7iey  Calechman 
has  just  retur7ied  from  an  auto  trip  to 
Mo7itreal  and  Saratoga  . . . Adolph  Joh7i- 
S071  saw  the  S.  S.  Europa  dock  a7id  greeted 
his  S071  Robert,  who  has  bee7i  07i  a musical 
tour  of  E7igland  with  other  7nembers  of  his 
college  ba7id  . . . Chris  Joyce  has  bee7i 
tra7isf erred  by  Diter state  from  Plymouth 
to  Fall  River.  Joyce  was  previously  with 
various  M&P  houses  m Co7i7iecticut  . . . 
Lucy  Flack,  operator  of  the  Capitol,  Mil- 
ford, has  been  spe7idi7ig  her  weekends  at 
a summer  home  i7i  Lakewood. 

Report  is  Franklyn  Arrigoni  and  the 
Middlesex  Theatre,  Inc.,  have  filed  a new 
suit  against  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salvatore  Adorno 
and  the  Brown  estate  claiming  $800  dam- 
ages in  a right-of-way  dispute  . . . Albert 
L.  Smith,  operator  of  the  Colonial  and 
Tower,  Walnut  Beach,  will  close  the  Tower 
as  usual  on  Labor  Day.  The  Colonial  will 
be  renovated. 

Max  Hershma7i  of  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice a7id  William  J.  Jefferson  of  America7i 
Display  Co.  were  m tow7i  checkmg  07i  Poli 
7iew  season  trailers  a7id  lobby  displays  . . . 
Tim  O’Toole  a7id  Be7i  Lourie  screened 
“Golde7i  Boy”  for  a small  group  of  ex- 
hibitors, who  received  it  enthusiastically 
for  its  hu7na7i  quality  and  fine  acting  . . . 
Palace,  New  Britam,  has  opened  with  a 
Price  glassbake  deal. 

Paul  Kaney,  M-G-M  exploitation  man, 
in  this  week  on  “Wizard  of  Oz.”  Last- 
minute  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
Poli  New  England  towns  and  Boston  to 
use  the  original  carriage  in  which  Dorothy 
rides  in  the  picture  as  a ballyhoo.  The 
reception  committee  of  boys  and  girls 
chosen  in  each  theatre  to  meet  Mickey 
and  Judy  in  their  recent  visit  rode  in 
the  carriage  and  visited  the  mayor,  chil- 
dren’s hospitals,  etc. 

Majestic  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  will  soo7i 
celebrate  its  nth  a7i7iiversary  and  Ma7ia- 
ger  Morris  Rose7ithal  already  has  the  local 
press  celebrating  that  eve7it  with  art  a7id 
stories.  The  te7i  millio7ith  patro7i  last  week 
received  a six  mo7iths’  pass.  Rosenthal 
recalls  that  the  late  S.  Z.  Poli  ope7ied  the 
house  i7i  November,  1922,  with  Eddie  Can- 
tor i7i  a Parisia7i  revue,  “Make  It  S7iappy.” 
Two  days  later  he  brought  the  Poli  Players 
m William  A.  Brady’s  “The  Ma7i  Who 
Ca7ne  Back.”  Ed  Lu7id  managed  the  house 
the7i,  and  it  was7i’t  witil  the  summer  of 
1924  that  Rose7ithal  became  the  ma7iager 
after  a vaudeville  career  as  blackface, 
Dutch  a7id  Hebrew  dialect  comedia7i. 


See  Open  Shop  Point 
Won  by  M&P 

Boston — An  open  shop  is  seen  for 
M&P  Theatres  as  the  striking  lATSE 
ushers  returned  to  work  in  all  11  Great- 
er Boston  theatres  of  the  circuit.  Amic- 
able negotiations  between  the  circuit 
and  the  union  were  being  continued  at 
press  time. 


“Rosie,”  as  he  is  affectionately  called, 
bought  a stock  company  for  $200  at  19 
and  barnstormed  through  the  middle  west 
for  a year.  Before  managing  the  Bridge- 
port house,  he  was  manager  of  the  Poli, 
Waterbury.  He  has  introduced  many  new 
ideas,  such  as  community  singing,  junior 
symphony  orchestra,  local  Follies,  etc., 
and  is  still  on  his  toes  as  one  of  the  out- 
standing managers  of  the  circuit. 

Julia7i  Tuthill,  fihri  editor  of  the  Hart- 
ford Times,  remarks,  “About  the  07ily  re- 
turn this  department  and  its  co7item- 
poraries  i7i  other  cities  give  for  the  cour- 
tesy exte7ided  by  the  movie  mdustry  is  a 
willi7ig7iess  to  recog7iize  the  mdustry’s  prob- 
lems ...  to  realize  that  710  matter  how 
much  we  perso7ially  may  cry  out  for  films 
of  high  artistic  7nerit,  not  every  picture 
ca7i  measure  up  to  expectatio7is.” 

Final  meeting  on  the  New  Movie  Season 
cavalcade  planned  by  the  Poli  circuit  was 
held  Wednesday.  Bob  Russell,  Nat  Rubin 
and  other  managers,  just  recovering  from 
the  tremendous  and  effective  piece  of  work 
connected  with  Mickey  Rooney- Judy  Gar- 
land appearance,  have  once  more  thrown 
themselves  into  the  fray  to  put  over  the 
cavalcade  . . . George  Landers  went  nau- 
tical and  invited  the  crews  of  two  Coast 
Guard  cutters  stationed  at  New  London 
to  attend  the  New  England  premiere  of 
Columbia’s  “Coast  Guard”  at  E.  M.  Loew’s, 
Hartford,  and  preceded  the  show  with  a 
luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Bond. 

Sidney  Kleper,  assista7it  at  the  Poli, 
Meride7i,  pla7ited  a two-colum7i  classified 
ad  i7i  the  Record.  This  house  has  found 
the  classified  colunms  effective.  Joe  Am- 
stead,  of  the  Ehn  Street,  Worcester,  stop- 
ped i7i  at  the  division  office  en  route  to 
Washi7igto7i  to  brmg  h07ne  his  vacati07iing 
daughter  . . . Lou  Cohe7i,  of  the  Palace, 
Hartford,  discovered  in  the  city  a grand- 
daughter of  Capt.  Josiah  Richmond,  who 
took  Stanley  to  Za7izibar  i7i  his  whaler, 
and  capitalized  07i  the  discovery  with  a 
four-colunm  story,  authentic  old  letters 
and  art  in  the  Times  on  “Sta7iley  a7id  Liv- 
i7igsto7ie”  . . . Jack  Sid7iey,  assista7it  at 
the  Poli,  Bridgeport,  a7id  last  of  the  7na7i- 
agers  to  go  07i  leave,  met  his  father,  in 
from  the  coast,  m Virguiia. 

Picture  Harry  and  Mrs.  Shaw  outfitting 
a bevy  of  college  girls  in  swing  skirts 
and  sweaters  to  ride  in  the  pastel-colored 
Crosley  cars  which  will  travel  from  Boston 
to  the  Fair  at  New  York  and  proclaim 
the  New  Movie  Season  and  Loew  product 
all  the  way  . . . Milton  Stiefel,  director 
of  the  Ivoryton  strawhat  these  many  years, 
is  alone  in  announcing  his  summer  group 
will  continue  to  perform  as  long  after 
Labor  Day  as  there  appears  to  be  a de- 
mand. 

Ally7i,  Hartford,  co7iducted  a 7iovel  C07i- 
test  in  which  the  wimier  received  a $10 
prize  and  was  guest  at  a mid7iight  sereen- 
mg  of  “Island  of  Lost  Men”  . . . Empire, 
New  London,  ad  a7i7iouncing  the  starting 
of  a new  golde7i  poppy  dmner  set  pictured 
the  set,  but  made  710  mention  of  pictures 
at  all. 
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_^LLEN  M.  WIDEM,  109  Westbourne  Park- 
way, Hartford,  is  now  Boxoffice  cor- 
respondent for  that  city  and  area.  Any 
contributions  or  suggestions  will  be  cor- 
dially welcomed  from  showmen  in  that 
vicinity.  Phone  is  6-0453. 

Julian  B.  Tuthill,  film  critic  for  the 
Hartford  Times,  is  managing  Conrose’s 
Cinema  City  in  Old  Colony  Beach,  Sound 
View,  Conn.,  for  the  summer.  The  house 
is  run  by  Conn  and  Rosenthal,  owners  of 
the  Palomar  Danceland. 

A special  “Kiddie  Cartoon  Jamboree” 
was  played  at  the  Lenox  Theatre,  a Warner 
Unit. 

Miss  Arline  B.  Boucher  is  a new  addi- 
tion to  the  theatre  and  motion  picture 
department  of  the  Hartford  Times  for  the 
summer.  She  assists  Julian  B.  Tuthill,  edi- 
tor. 

Bob  Witty  is  a new  addition  to  the  staff 
of  the  Loew’s  Poli  in  Waterbury  . . . Wal- 
ter Lloyd,  manager  of  the  Allyn  Tlieatre, 
offered  $10  to  the  woman  who  would  sit 
alone  and  view  a midnight  preview  of 
“Island  of  Lost  Men.”  One  woman  did. 

Back  from  vacations  are  Joe  Miklos,  as- 
sistant manager,  and  Anne  Helenski,  cash- 
ier of  the  Embassy  Theatre  in  New  Britain, 
and  Stepheyi  Wallack,  doorman,  and  Anna 
Maffei  of  the  Strand  Theatre  tn  the  same 
town. 

Every  Pidday  evening  at  the  Loew-Poli 
Palace  in  Meriden,  Joseph  Samartano, 
manager,  holds  a “Gala  Swing  Night”  on 
the  stage,  offering  three  cash  prizes  to 
dance  teams  who  compete.  Joe  is  breaking 
in  Sidney  Kleper,  his  assistant,  as  a pho- 
tographer. 


MATT  L.  SAUNDERS  flew  to  Chicago 
and  back  to  visit  his  mother  . . . George 
Condon  plans  extensive  alterations  on  his 
Fine  Arts  Theatre  at  Westport. 

Michael  Whalen  is  in  from  the  west  coast 
for  one  week’s  appearance  in  a summer 
theatre. 

“Sonny”  Greenberg  of  the  Park  City  is 
back  at  his  desk  after  spending  his  vaca- 
tion in  bed  due  to  illness. 

Lou  Anger’s  Colonial  looks  snappy  with 
its  new  marquee  in  bright  colors. 

Loew-Poli  staff  praised  for  best  han- 
dling of  crowds  in  state  during  the  Mickey 
Rooney-Judy  Garland  personal  appearance. 

William  Finn,  Loew-Poli  doorman,  is 
back  on  the  job  after  an  operation  for  ap- 
pendicitis. 

Jack  Sidney  has  decided  against  that 
trip  to  Hollywood.  He  is  spending  his  va- 
cation touring  through  Virginia  with  a 
carnival. 


Repair  work  will  begin  on  the  Cameo, 
Bristol,  before  fall  sets  in,  it  is  learned  . . . 
Ed  Fitzpatrick,  manager  of  the  Loew-Poli 
in  Waterbury,  together  with  his  assistant, 
George  Loukides,  are  busy  planning  a huge 
trylon  and  perisphere  display  in  the  the- 
atre’s lobby. 

Henry  Needles,  New  England  Warner 
representative,  was  a guest  columnist  for 
M.  Oakley  Christopher’s  “For  Your  Infor- 
mation About  Local  Entertainment”  in  the 
Hartford  Courant.  Henry  gave  a brief  his- 
tory of  entertainment  in  the  United  States. 
Mrs.  Christopher  is  vacationing. 

Part  of  the  screenplay  for  “Coast  Guard,” 
Columbia  picture,  was  written  by  Albert 
Duffy,  former  Hartford  newspaperman  . . . 
It  is  reported  the  Essex  Square  Theatre 
Corp.  has  purchased  the  theatre  formerly 
owned  by  Lou  Pratt  in  Deep  River. 

Miss  Rose  Penta,  cashier  of  the  State 
Theatre  at  Waterbury,  has  been  vacation- 
ing . . . Report  from  Westbrook  is  a reso- 
lution approving  Bingo  was  passed  quite 
recently. 

About  Springfield,  Mass.,  vacationists: 
Henry  Ferris,  Broadway , has  returned  from 
Newport,  R.  I.;  Claude  Fredericks,  mana- 
ger of  the  Garden,  is  on  his  vacation,  while 
Charlie  Smith,  his  assistant,  is  running  the 
Garden  in  his  absence;  Al  Anders  of  the 
Bijou  until  the  Mrs.  are  on  a brief  vaca- 
tion. 

Walls  at  the  Cameo  Theatre  in  Water- 
bury are  being  sound-proofed  . . . George 
Wilkinson  of  the  theatre  in  Wallingford, 
together  with  the  Mrs.  and  son,  took  a 
trip  to  the  White  Mountains  in  New  Hamp- 
shire . . . The  Drive-In  Theatre,  Milford, 
has  a new  amplifying  system. 


Morris  Rosenthal  sent  a cameraman 
around  the  city’s  bathing  beaches  to  snap 
pictures  of  gals  in  bathing  suits  and  then 
used  the  prints  in  his  Majestic  lobby  as  a 
local  bally  for  “These  Glamour  Girls.” 

Balcony  seats  are  being  respaced  at  the 
Globe  to  allow  more  leg  room.  New  seats 
are  due  later. 

Michael  Carroll  of  the  American  is  back 
from  a visit  with  relatives  in  Saratoga 
and  Schenectady . He  refuses  to  comment 
071  his  betting  powers  at  Saratoga. 

Morris  Rosenthal,  Majestic,  has  prob- 
ably visited  the  World’s  Fair  more  times 
than  other  local  managers. 

Mrs.  M.  Oakley  Christopher,  Hartford 
Courant  film  editor,  is  off  on  a trip  to 
Lond07i. 

Rosalind  Russell  is  with  her  parents  in 
Waterbury. 

Rudy  Frank  is  now  handling  publicity 
for  the  State,  Hartford. 


Documents  Reveal 
Paramount  Deals 

(Continued  from  page  74) 
the  second  of  said  notes  is  payable  in 
semi-annual  installments  of  $10,000  and 
both  of  the  said  notes  are  to  bear  interest 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum, 
and  are  to  be  granted  by  Olympia  The- 
atres, Inc. 

“After  discussion,  of  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  commit- 
tee has  no  objection  to  the  above  de- 
scribed expenditure  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Theatres,  Inc.,  and  the  consent  of  the  fi- 
nance committee  to  the  execution  and 
endorsement  of  the  above  mentioned  notes 
and  purchase  money  mortgages  is  hereby 
requested. 

“The  secretary  reported  that  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  the  acquisition 
by  Rhode  Island  Theatres,  Inc.,  of  a lease 
of  the  Strand  Tlieatre  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
for  a term  of  15  years  from  March  1,  1930, 
at  annual  gross  rental  of  $100,000  during 
the  first  five  years,  $105,000  during  the 
second  five  years  and  $110,000  during  the 
last  five  years  .of  the  term.  Plus  the  pro- 
portionate share  of  any  increase  in  ground 
rental  and  land  taxes,  said  lease  to  be 
granted  by  Olympia  Theatres,  Inc. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
and  seconded,  and  unanimously  carried, 
it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  committee 
has  no  objection  to  the  above  described 
lease  by  the  Rhode  Island  Theatres,  Inc.” 

Strand  Theatre  Corp. 

“Negotiations  had  been  concluded,”  it 
was  reported  April  9,  1930,  “for  the  ac- 
quisition by  New  England  Theatres,  Inc., 
of  up  to  1,860  shares  of  preferred  stock 
and  2,596  shares  of  common  stock  of 
Strand  Theatre  Corp.  of  Rhode  Island 
Corp.  for  the  purchase  price  of  $123,842.50 
payable  $79,520.75  in  cash  and  the  remain- 
der by  its  interest  bearing  notes  aggregat- 
ing $44,321.75,  made  payable  to  the  order 
of  such  person  as  certain  directors  of  the 
Strand  Theatre  Corp,  may  have  specified, 
one-fourth  of  the  notes  to  mature  on  Aug- 
ust 1,  1930,  and  the  remainder  in  equal 
installments  quarterly  thereafter, 
Greenfield,  Mass. 

“The  incorporation  on  July  16,  1930,  of 
a new  operating  company  known  as  Publix- 
Lawlor  Theatre  Corp.,  was  reported,  “two- 
thirds  of  the  capital  stock  thereof  having 
been  acquired  by  Publix  Enterprises,  Inc., 
and  the  other  one-third  by  Carroll  J.  Law- 
lor,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  Public  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  having  an  option  to  pur- 
chase Mr.  Lawlor’s  stock  in  said  company 
at  any  time  after  August  1,  and  that  said 
Publix-Lawlor  Theatres  Corp.  had  acquired 
from  Mr.  Lawlor  a lease  of  the  Lawlor 
Theatre  in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  for  a term 
of  15  years  from  Aug.  2,  1930,  at  an  an- 
nual gross  rental  of  $18,000.  and  a lease 
of  the  Amherst  Theatre,  Amherst,  Mass., 
for  the  same  term  at  an  annual  gross 
rental  of  $7,500;  also  that  said  company 
had  acquired  from  Olympia  Theatres,  Inc., 
a lease  of  the  Garden  Theatre,  Nos.  353- 
367  Main  St.,  Greenfield,  Mass.,  (one  of 
the  theatres  acquired  by  this  corporation 
by  GB  Theatres  Corp.),  for  the  same  term 
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at  an  annual  gross  rental  of  $30,000.  All 
three  theatres  are  to  be  managed  and 
operated  for  the  new  corporation  by  Pub- 
lix  Theatres  Corp.  for  compensation  of 
four  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts,  and 
Mr.  Lawlor  is  to  be  employed  as  resident 
manager  of  the  three  theatres  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  Aug.  2,  1930,  at  a 
salary  of  $100  per  week. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  committee 
has  no  objection  to  the  above  described 
stock  investments  and  lease  by  the  Olym- 
pia Theatres,  Inc.” 

Amherst 

“The  secretary  reported  that  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  the  organization 
of  the  new  operating  company  to  be  known 
as  Publix  Amherst  Theatres,  Inc.,  one-half 
of  the  capital  stock  thereof  to  be  owned 
by  Publix-Lawlor  Theatres  Corp.,  the  cor- 
poration referred  to  in  a previous  resolu- 
tion adopted  at  this  meeting,  and  the  other 
half  by  M.  A.  Shea,  of  New  York  City, 
said  company  to  acquire  from  said  Publix- 
Lawlor  Theatres  Corp.  a sub -lease  of  the 
Amherst  Theatres,  at  Amherst,  Mass.,  for 
the  term  commencing  Nov.  2,  1930,  and 
ending  Aug.  1,  1945,  at  an  annual  gross 
rental  of  $7,500,  said  theatre  to  be  man- 
aged and  operated  for  the  account  of  the 
new  corporation  by  Publix  Theatres  Corp. 
for  a compensation  of  four  per  cent  of  the 
gross  receipts;  the  Town  Hall  Theatre  in 
Amherst  now  under  lease  to  Mr.  Shea,  to 
be  closed  down  and  the  lease  terminated. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  commit- 
tee has  no  objection  to  the  above  described 
stock  investments  and  sub-lease  by  Pub- 
lix-Lawlor Theatres  Corp. 

“The  secretary  also  reported  that  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a new  operating  company  to 
be  known  as  Publix  Westfield  Theatres, 
Inc.,  one-half  of  the  capital  stock  thereof 
to  be  owned  by  Olympia  Theatres,  Inc., 
and  the  other  half  by  M.  A.  Shea  of  New 
York  City,  said  new  company  to  acquire 
leases  of  the  Park  Theatre  at  Westfield, 
Mass,  (now  under  lease  to  Mr.  Shea)  and 
the  Strand  Theatre  on  Church  St.  in  the 
same  city  (one  of  the  theatres  acquired 
by  this  corporation  by  G.  B.  Theatres 
Corp.)  for  a term  of  12  years  from  Nov. 
2,  1930,  at  an  annual  gross  rental  for 
each  theatre  of  $14,500,  both  theatres  to 
be  managed  and  operated  for  the  account 
of  the  new  corporation  by  Publix  Theatres 
Corp.  for  a compensation  of  four  per  cent 
of  the  gross  receipts,  with  provision  for 
transfer  of  the  management  to  Mr.  Shea 
in  case  the  operation  of  said  company 
result  in  a net  loss  in  any  year. 

“After  discussion,  on  motion  duly  made, 
seconded  and  unanimously  carried,  it  was: 

“Resolved,  that  the  executive  committee 
has  no  objection  to  the  above  described 
stock  investment  and  lease  by  Olympia 
Theatre,  Inc.” 

Holyoke 

“The  secretary  reported  that  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  the  acquisition 
by  Olympia  Theatres,  Inc.,  from  M.  A. 
Shea  of  New  York  City,  of  an  assignment 
of  a lease  of  the  Strand  Theatre  at  Hol- 
yoke. Mass.,  and  the  store  adjacent  there- 
to, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  land- 
lord, for  a term  of  20  years  from  April  2, 
1932,  at  an  annual  net  rental  of  $20,000; 


JJOULTON  is  reportedly  to  have  a new 
business  block,  theatre  and  recreation 
center  in  Market  Square  with  construc- 
tion work  to  start  soon.  The  new  build- 
ing will  occupy  the  site  of  the  old  Snell 
House,  a lot  purchased  by  the  Black  and 
Churchill  Theatres  two  years  ago.  A re- 
liable source  points  to  M&P  Theatres,  Inc., 
as  the  power  back  of  the  new  theatre,  but 
additional  details  were  not  available. 

A license  to  show  motion  pictures  week 
days  at  the  Seville  Theatre,  Knightville, 
was  granted  to  Russell  J.  Mack  this  week 
by  the  city  council  who  turned  down  a pe- 
tition for  permission  to  show  films  on 
Sundays  at  the  same  house.  Refusal  to 
gra?it  Mack  a license  for  Sunday  shows 
was  due  to  oh-jections  registered  by 
churches  and  citizens  located  in  the 
Knightville  area. 

“Wizard  of  Oz”  drew  SRO  business  at 
all  evening  performances  throughout  a 
week’s  run  at  the  State  Theatre  here  to 
top  all  records  at  the  house  for  many 
months  . . . Francis  Gooch,  manager  of 
the  Uptown  Theatre,  Bath,  is  vacationing. 
High  spot  so  far  is  the  golf  date  he  had 
with  Larry  Fleming  the  other  day.  When 
pressed  for  the  score,  Larry  claims  he  can’t 
count  that  far. 


PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT’S  advancement 
of  the  annual  Thanksgiving  Day  ob- 
servance date  has  stirred  up  considerable 
resentment  among  New  Hampshire’s  tra- 
dition-conscious folk  but  theatre  men  are 
expected  to  share  the  favorable  view  of 
most  other  business  men  who  believe  that 
spacing  the  holiday  farther  from  Christmas 
will  increase  public  spending. 

In  expanded  newspaper  advertising , the 
Modern  Theatre  in  Manhattan  announced 
that  every  Thursday  and  Friday,  lady  pa- 
trons will  receive  utensils,  which,  when 
a complete  set  is  gathered,  will  comprise 
a 24-piece  Royal  Hostess  kitchen  set.  The 
theatre  already  had  been  offering  a china- 
ware  giveaway. 

Arthur  K.  Dame,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Palace  in  Penacook,  has  become  a 
benedict.  He  was  married  in  an  elaborate 
ceremony  at  Salisbury  to  Miss  Vaulien  F. 
Shaw,  proprietress  of  a Penacook  beauty 
parlor. 

Friends  in  Keene  have  received  word 
from  Ellenville,  N.  Y.,  of  the  death  of  Henry 
Horton,  a member  of  the  original  cast  of 
Denman  Thompson’s  “The  Old  Hom- 
estead.” He  also  played  the  role  of  Uncle 
Josh  when  the  melodrama  was  revived 


said  theatre  now  being  leased  for  the 
term  expiring  on  April  2,  1952,  to  Holyoke 
Strand,  Inc.,  a wholly  owned  subsidiary 
theretofore  acquired  by  this  corporation 
from  G.  B.  Theatres  Corp.  and  transferred 
to  Olympia  Theatres,  Inc.,  as  set  forth 
in  a previous  resolution  adopted  at  this 
meeting.” 


The  Portland  Lion’s  Club  Charity  Circus 
hogs  the  spotlight  all  week  at  the  Portland 
Stadium.  Six  cars  are  being  used  as  “extra 
attractions.” 

A checkup  of  tourists  for  the  week  of 
August  5 showed  a total  of  12,962  cars  as 
compared  with  12,368  for  the  same  period 
last  year — that  in  spite  of  the  imminence 
of  Labor  Day.  Coincidentally,  local  stores 
also  report  an  upward  trend  in  business. 

Credit  to  C.  J.  Russell  jr.,  manager  of 
the  Opera  House,  Bangor,  for  the  excel- 
lent tieup  arranged  with  Freese’s  Depart- 
ment Store,  Bangor,  whereby  “Stanley  and 
Livingstone”  was  plugged  in  a six-column, 
lb-inch  display  ad  featuring  new  fall 
fashions.  In  addition  to  the  ad  run  in  the 
Bangor  Daily  News,  the  picture  was  plug- 
ged six  times  over  the  air  Friday,  August 
18.  The  picture  was  held  over  two  days  at 
the  theatre  after  an  unusually  successful 
seven-day  run. 

Edward  Everett  Horton,  starring  this 
week  at  the  Ogunquit  Playhouse  in  a com- 
edy, “Springtime  for  Henry,”  was  honored 
with  a cocktail  and  dinner  party  at  the 
Sparhawk  Hotel,  Ogunquit,  Saturday  eve- 
ning, August  26,  just  prior  to  his  closing 
performance.  The  party  was  given  by  a 
Portland  group. 


in  Keene,  near  Swanzey,  Thompson’s  birth- 
place, several  years  ago. 

Ansel  B.  Sanborn,  Carroll  county’s  ace 
film  exhibitor,  offered  the  hospitality  of 
his  Casino  in  Wolfeboro  for  a mid-summer 
reunion  of  the  Boston  Brewster  Club, 
composed  of  graduates  of  Brewster  Acad- 
emy in  that  town.  'The  film  man  is  an 
alumnus  of  1911. 

Bill  Barty  of  “Our  Gang”  comedies 
made  a hit  with  the  kids  in  Wolfeboro 
when  he  went  swimming  with  them  while 
making  a personal  appearance  at  Amer- 
ica’s first  summer  resort  with  the  Van 
Arnam  Tent  Show. 

Add  marquee  dandies:  Pinehall  Hall, 
Centre  Ossipee,  advertised  “Each  Dawn 
I Die”  plus  “Night  Work.”  Another  at  the 
Empire,  Manchester:  “Alexander  Graham 
Bell” — “Almost  a Gentleman.” 

Hank  Keene  and  His  Radio  Gang,  well 
known  for  several  years  to  Hew  Hampshire 
airwave  devotees,  drew  good  crowds  with 
their  tent  show  at  the  Valley  Street  Circus 
Grounds  in  Manchester,  during  a week’s 
engagement.  There  were  40  in  the  troupe, 
including  “Miss  Ohio.” 

Fenton  D.  Scribner,  manager  of  the 
Crown  and  Strand  in  Manchester,  and 
Miss  Eleanore  Jones  were  married  in  St. 
Joseph’s  rectory,  Manchester.  Following 
the  ceremony,  they  left  for  Nantucket  and 
New  York.  Their  home  will  be  at  324 
Amherst  St.,  Manchester.  Although  a Man- 
chester girl,  the  bride  recently  had  been 
employed  by  an  aircraft  corporation  in  East 
Hartford,  Conn. 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  2,  1939 


77 


(Continued  from  page  73) 

Witz,  Woonsocket  exhibitor,  was  in  town 
last  week  . . . Warren  Nichols,  Peterboro 
exhibitor,  was  down  from  the  White 
Mountain  state  . . . Donald  Cook  is  on  Cape 
Cod  . . . Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.  was  in  town 
the  other  day  from  managerial  duties  at 
the  Key  in  Middleboro. 

Gertrude  Hanlon,  secretary  to  Anti- 
Truster  George  S.  Ryan,  has  returned  from 
a New  Hampshire  sojourn  and  is  planning 
another,  further  north  in  the  White  Moun- 
tains for  the  last  week  in  September  . . . 
Walter  Nolan.  Loew’s  State  usher,  has  had 
his  vacation  exteiided  so  that  he  may  have 
a hand  in  the  usher  walk-out  from  a group 
of  Boston  and  suburban  MkP  houses.  No- 
lan  is  first-year  president  of  the  Local. 

Bernard  Paine,  manager  in  North  Adams 
for  E.  M.  Loew’s,  touched  at  Panama  on 
his  vacation  . . . William  McCourt,  assist- 
ant at  Keith’s  Memorial,  is  expected  back 
at  the  Boston  house  early  in  September. 
He  has  been  acting  manager  at  RKO 
Albee  in  Providence. 

Mrs.  Herman  Rifkin,  wife  of  the  Re- 
public distributor,  gave  a shower  last  week 
Wednesday  to  Marjory  Meltzer  who  has  re- 
signed from  the  E.  M.  Loew  office  to  marry 
September  3.  Some  50  attended  the  New- 
ton affair  . . . Freida  Blank,  niece  of  the 
circuit  operator,  fills  the  vacancy. 

John  Buckley,  manager  of  the  Warren 
in  Roxbury,  has  been  pulling  in  Saturday 
matinee  business  with  Kiddie  Komedy  Kar- 
nivals. 

George  Landers,  Hartford  manager  for 
the  E.  M.  Loew  circuit,  was  in  town  last 
week  . . . Jimmy  Cagney  is  scheduled  to 
spend  the  next  few  days  off  the  Massa- 
chusetts coast..  . . Florence  Buckley,  short 
subjects  booker  for  E.  M.  Loew,  was  away 
this  week  to  spend  a second  vacation  week 
on  the  beach.  She  recently  returned  from 
a week  in  Canada  . . . Dr.  Victor  Shen- 
berg,  brother-in-law  of  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
was  in  New  York  the  other  weekend,  visit- 
ing Mayer  before  the  latter's  return  to 
the  coast. 

H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  divisional  man- 
ager, held  the  “Wizard  of  Oz”  for  a second 
week  at  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum,  co- 
featured with  “Blondie  Takes  a Vacation” 
. . . Only  other  holdover  in  town  was 
a third  week  of  “Stanley  and  Livingstone” 
at  Keith’s  Memorial. 

William  Purcell  has  had  the  Strand  in 
Beverly  dark  . . . Frederick  E.  Lieber- 
man  has  lifted  the  top  price  at  the  Reper- 
tory from  25c  to  35c.  Lieberman  now  has 
the  Repertory  and  adjoining  Newsreel 
working  with  one  boxoffice  and  one  en- 
trance. 

Flora  Campbell,  actress  well  known  here 
because  of  her  work  in  New  England  sum- 
mer theatres,  and  Ben  Cutler,  band  leader, 
have  married. 

Dorothy  Rolfe  of  the  local  M-G-M  ex- 
change plans  to  leave  for  Los  Angeles  about 
September  11.  She  seeks  a transfer  to  the 
West  Coast  . . . Her  mother,  employed  here 


Labor  Board  Ruling 
Selback  to  TMAT 


Boston — Initial  TMAT  attempts  to  gain 
a foothold  in  Boston  have  failed  with  the 
rejection  by  the  state  labor  board  of  claims 
of  a union  majority  at  Loew’s  State  and 
Loew’s  Orpheum  theatres.  A ballot  was 
recently  taken  at  the  two  first-run  houses. 
Affirmations  of  H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  di- 
visional manager,  that  a number  of  those 
voting  were  ineligible  were  upheld  by  the 
labor  board. 

The  'TMAT  recently  lost  a similar  de- 
cision with  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Theatres,  Inc. 


Reserved  Seat  Policy 
Gets  Hartford  Trial 

Hartford — A policy  of  reserved  seats  for 
evening  shows  will  make  its  debut  Pi’iday, 
September  8.  at  the  Warner  Colonial  The- 
atre here,  accordingly  to  Henry  Needles, 
New  England  representative  and  district 
manager  for  Warner. 

The  plan  calls  for  the  Colonial  to  play 
day  and  date  the  films  that  are  being 
showm  at  the  downtown  Strand  and  the 
evening  seat  reservations  will  be  limited 
to  the  lower  floor.  Prices  will  be  35  cents 
for  the  balcony  and  50  cents  for  orches- 
tra— the  same  as  they  are  at  the  Strand. 

Dave  Sugarman,  manager  of  the  down- 
town Regal,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Colonial  where  he  will  put  into  effect  the 
new  policy. 


State  Theatre.  Hartford, 
To  Resume  Stage  Shows 

Hartford — TlTe  State  'Tlieatre  here  will 
resume  vaudeville  September  1,  with  first 
stars  slated  to  appear  including  Jack 
Benny’s  Rochester,  Betty  Grable  and 
Frankie  Masters  and  his  orchestra. 

Reports  are  also  persistent  that  the  Pal- 
ace, Loew-Poli  house,  will  institute  flesh 
this  fall.  The  Palace  is  managed  by  Louis 
Cohen. 


at  20th  Fox,  may  go  later  with  a similar 
motive. 

John  F.  Clark,  former  treasurer  at  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre,  is  now  permanently 
connected  with  the  Boston  Community 
Fund.  Clark  worked  with  the  charitable 
enterprise  gratis  the  past  few  years,  his 
services  being  donated  by  Martin  J.  Mullin 
and  Sam  Pinanski. 

Francis  Margolis,  assistant  to  Hy  Teich 
of  the  Four  Star  Program  Co.,  and  Sam 
Lager  will  marry  on  Labor  Day. 

W.  D.  Kelly  of  the  M-G-M  home  office 
was  in  New  Hampshire  recently,  looking 
over  livestock  at  Benson’s  Animal  Farm. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Ed  Dobkin  of  the 
local  M-G-M  service  department  . . . Dave 
Whalen,  Bostonian  now  Republic  exploi- 
tation manager,  was  in  Buffalo  last  week  to 
open  “In  Old  Monterey”  at  the  20th- 
Century  Theatre. 


Pouzzner  Policy  Change 
Advances  Middlesex 


Middletown,  Conn.  — Morris  Pouzzner, 
new  operator  of  the  Middlesex,  Capitol,  and 
Palace,  Middletown’s  only  theatres,  has 
changed  policy  to  make  the  Middlesex 
the  “A”  house  for  year-roimd  operation. 
This  house  remained  in  operation  the  past 
summer  for  the  first  time.  The  Capitol 
will  be  increased  from  the  three-day  op- 
eration schedule  followed  during  the  sum- 
mer to  full-time  operation,  in  conjunction 
with  Middlesex,  beginning  this  fall.  Ad- 
mission scale  has  been  reduced  from  the 
former  30  and  40  cents  to  25  and  35  cents. 
'The  Palace,  which  has  been  dark  all  sum- 
mer, may  be  tried  as  an  “action”  house, 
operating  Saturdays  and  Sundays  at  low 
admissions. 

Installation  of  new  sound,  screen,  drink- 
ing fountains,  lamp  bases  and  lamp  houses 
in  the  Middlesex  has  been  recently  com- 
pleted. Extensive  repairs  were  made  to 
the  Capitol  last  spring.  Ernest  Dorau 
manages  the  houses. 


Invites  Aged  to  Monthly 
Free  Show  at  Needham 

Boston — Donald  Mitchell,  manager  of 
the  Paramount  in  Needham,  has  invited 
localites  on  old-age  assistance  to  be  his 
guests  at  one  matinee  performance  each 
month. 

“This  has  created  a great  deal  goodwill 
in  the  town  towards  the  theatre,”  Mitchell 
says,  “and  I have  had  a great  many  peo- 
ple come  to  me  and  tell  me  what  a grand 
thing  the  theatre  has  done  for  these  old 
people.  It  is  a gesture  that  costs  us  noth- 
ing. Yet  it  buys  us  good  will  that  cannot 
be  bought  by  money  or  any  other  way.” 


"Our  Leading  Citizen"  Is 
Condemned  by  Labor 

New  Haven — “Our  Leading  Citizen”  has 
been  condemned  as  unfair  to  labor  unions 
by  the  executive  board  of  the  local  central 
labor  council,  representing  40  unions. 

Copies  of  the  resolution  urging  neigh- 
borhood houses  not  to  play  the  film  were 
sent  to  all  theatre  managers  in  New  Ha- 
ven and  vicinity  and  to  Paramount  Pic- 
tures. 


Howard  Barnes  Cut  About 
Head  in  Car  Accident 

Hartford — While  returning  to  his  sum- 
mer home  at  New  Hartford,  Howard 
Barnes,  film  critic  for  the  New  York  Her- 
ald Tribune,  suffered  slight  cuts  about  the 
head  in  a car  accident. 

He  was  released  from  a hospital  in 
Torrington  after  receiving  treatment  for 
the  cuts. 


Picket  Loew's  in  Hartford 

Hartford — Loew’s  Theatre  here  is  being 
picketed  by  the  AFL.  The  union  claims 
the  theatre  is  employing  non-union  help. 
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Federal  Memorandum 
Expected  Shortly 

Oklahoma  City — Filing  of  the  govern- 
ment’s memorandum  brief  in  the  Griffith 
case  here  is  expected  this  week,  though 
the  department  of  justice  has  until  Sep- 
tember 5 to  pursue  such  action. 

Briefs  are  in  substantiation  of  defend- 
ants’ motion  before  Judge  Edgar  S.  Vaught 
asking  that  the  government  be  forced  to 
file  a bill  of  particulars  and  present 
charges  more  clearly. 

At  the  first  hearing  in  Judge  Vaught’s 
court  he  granted  defendants  time  to  file 
memorandum  briefs  for  his  study  in  ar- 
riving at  a decision  with  regard  to  the 
motions,  then  granted  additional  time  to 
the  government  to  file  its  answering  brief. 

Five  days  additional  time  has  also  been 
granted  defendants  to  file  their  answer 
following  filing  of  the  department  of  jus- 
tice memorandum. 

It  is  understood  that  Judge  Vaught  is 
eager  to  begin  trial  of  the  case.  He  has 
intimated  that  following  his  decision  on 
the  present  motions  before  his  court  he 
will  call  a pre-trial  conference  to  settle 
all  preliminary  points  and  will  make  a 
serious  effort  to  bring  the  case  up  for  trial 
before  the  end  of  October. 

The  government  is  asking  dissolution  of 
present  practices  alleged  between  the  four 
Griffith  circuits  and  major  distributors  and 
for  dissolution  of  the  Griffith  companies 
to  “restore  competition  in  all  cities  and 
towns”  where  Griffith  now  has  control. 


Momand  Suit  May  Reach 
Trial  During  September 

Oklahoma  City — Filings  are  expected 
next  week  in  the  Momand  suits  by  de- 
fendants, following  which  the  issues  will 
be  joined  and  trial  of  the  $4,500,000  anti- 
trust damage  suits  started  some  time  dur- 
ing the  month  of  September. 

All  preliminary  matters  have  been  dis- 
posed of  in  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah’s  federal 
district  court  and  time  granted  by  Judge 
Murrah  for  defendant  Griffith  companies 
and  major  producers  and  distributors  to 
file  their  answers  to  Momand’s  original 
petition  and  bill  of  particulars.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  if  Judge  Murrah’s  docket  will 
permit,  actual  trial  of  the  case  will  be 
started  before  the  end  of  September. 

This  will  bring  the  Momand  cases  and 
the  department  of  justice’s  other  case 
against  the  Griffith  companies  and  dis- 
tributors into  the  two  federal  district 
courts  here  at  about  the  same  time.  How- 
ever if  the  Momand  trial  moves  along  with 
any  speed  it  may  be  completed  at  about 
the  same  time  the  department  of  justice 
suit  begins  in  Judge  Vaught’s  court  here. 


Says  Screen  Game  in  3,500 

Chicago  — Hollywood,  boxoffice  stimu- 
lant now  entering  the  southern  territory, 
is  being  used  by  3,500  theatres,  according 
to  Hollywood  Amusement  Co.,  distributors. 


New  Pact  to  Binnie  Barnes 

Hollywood — ^Binnie  Barnes  has  signed 
for  another  year  with  20th  Century-Fox. 


"Oz"  Holds  Second 
Week  in  N.  O. 

New  Orleans — "The  Wizard  of  Oz"  is 
being  held  over  a second  week  at 
Loew's  State.  Lines  are  formed  as 
early  as  nine  in  the  morning  and  con- 
tinue throughout  the  day  and  up  to  the 
last  show  in  the  evening.  There  has 
been  no  advance  in  prices. 

Anti-Ascap  Measure 
Has  Favor  in  Ala. 

Montgomery,  Ala. — ^The  senate  judi- 
ciary committee  of  the  Alabama  legislature 
has  given  a favorable  report  to  the  Stake- 
ly  bill  aimed  at  the  asserted  song  monopoly 
of  the  American  Society  of  Composers, 
Authors  and  Publishers. 

The  bill  was  urged  by  Alabama  radio 
stations,  many  hotels  and  other  businesses 
which  the  committee  was  told  have  suf- 
fered heavily  because  of  charge  for  broad- 
casting and  for  orchestra  playing  of  songs 
copyrighted  by  the  association. 

The  Stakely  measure  would  require  the 
association  to  pay  a 3 per  cent  annual 
state  gross  receipts  tax  and  would  pre- 
vent the  association  from  charging  broad- 
casters and  others  a flat  fee  of  from  $500 
to  $1,000  a year,  plus  5 per  cent  of  the 
gross  revenues  of  any  company  playing 
the  copyrighted  music. 

Louisiana  Exhibitor  Fights 
Decision  Granted  Ascap 

Monroe,  La. — Maurice  Meltz,  Ferriday, 
La.,  exhibitor,  sought  a retrial  here  in  an 
adverse  decision  handed  down  in  federal 
court  against  him  for  using  Ascap  songs 
in  a film  without  paying  a license  fee. 

Meltz’s  attorney  contended  that  the 
copyright  had  been  exhausted  on  the  songs 
when  permission  was  given  Paramount  and 
Educational  to  record  them  for  film  use 
and  that  his  client  was  an  innocent  in- 
fringer because  no  notice  of  copyright  ap- 
peared in  the  film. 


New  Monogram  Deals 

Dallas — George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram’s 
general  sales  manager,  announces  deals 
with  the  following  southern  circuits  for 
new  season  product:  Interstate  and  Texas 
Consolidated  Theatres,  Hall  Industries, 
Inc.,  and  Cumberland  Amusement  Co. 


Downing  Opens  House 

Brookhaven,  Miss. — L.  E.  Downing  has 
opened  his  new  325-seat  Haven  Theatre 
here.  Downing  was  formerly  with  Para- 
mount-Publix  in  the  Carolinas. 


New  FitzPatrick  Pact 

Hollywood — James  A.  FitzPatrick,  pro- 
ducer of  “Traveltalks”  short  subject  series 
for  Metro,  has  been  signed  to  a new  con- 
tract by  the  company. 


Oklahoma  Allied  Will 
Meel  Sept.  26-27 

Oklahoma  City — Definite  dates  of  Sep- 
tember 26  and  27  have  been  set  for  the 
first  annual  convention  of  the  Allied  The- 
atre Owners  of  Oklahoma,  following  a 
meeting  here  at  which  preliminary  plans 
were  drafted  by  the  organization  commit- 
tee headed  by  Orville  Von  Gulker  of 
Okeene,  Okla. 

The  Biltmore  Hotel  was  chosen  as  con- 
vention headquarters.  The  organization 
committee  is  at  present  developing  plans 
for  the  convention  of  independents  who 
will  consider  a constitution  officially 
creating  the  Allied  association  at  the  same 
time. 

Name  speakers  have  not  as  yet  been 
engaged  but  Von  Gulker  has  stated  that 
national  figures  are  being  contacted  to  ad- 
dress the  gathering  on  subjects  relating 
to  monopolistic  practices  within  the  indus- 
try, legislation  and  problems  of  the  in- 
dependent theatre  operator. 

The  organization  committee  has  been 
directing  activities  of  the  Allied  group 
since  its  formation  here  last  spring.  It 
was  decided  then  to  postpone  immediate 
incorporation  of  the  association  until  all 
organization  activity  had  been  completed, 
the  September  convention  time  having 
been  set  as  the  period  earlier. 

Announcement  of  speakers,  convention 
subjects  and  lines  upon  which  the  con- 
vention is  to  proceed  are  to  be  announced 
by  Von  Gulker  within  the  next  week. 


Threet  and  Walker  Will 
Build  in  Texas  Town 

Dallas — A $60,000  theatre  will  be  erect- 
ed in  College  Station,  Tex.,  according  to 
information  from  L.  M.  Threet,  prominent 
Texas  independent  exhibitor  interested  in 
the  project. 

Threet  said  he  and  V.  A.  (Buddy)  Walker, 
of  Norman,  Okla.,  were  the  prime  movers. 
The  building,  designed  by  Corgan  & Moore, 
Dallas  theatre  architects,  will  be  leased  by 
Threet,  Walker  and  others  for  opening  of 
the  theatre. 

Threet  operates  independent  theatres  in 
competition  to  chains  in  Lufkin,  Overton, 
Jacksonville  and  Livingston.  Walker  for- 
merly operated  in  Texas  in  oil  areas  but 
retired  from  that  field  several  years  ago. 

Two  New  Orleans  Bldgs, 
May  Be  Remodeled 

New  Orleans — Active  in  the  rumor  mar- 
ket here  are  the  old  Saenger  building  at 
the  corner  of  Tulane  and  Liberty  streets 
and  the  St.  Charles  Theatre.  Reports  are 
that  the  Saenger  building  will  be  remod- 
eled and  turned  into  a film  building  for 
the  use  of  independent  exchanges,  acces- 
sory shops  and  offices.  Other  reports  hold 
that  when  the  present  lease  on  the  St. 
Charles  Theatre  expires  the  Pratt  estate 
will  turn  the  historic  place  into  a com- 
mercial building.  No  confirmation  was 
forthcoming  concerning  such  plans  for 
either  structure. 
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"Oz"  Leads  a March 
To  Better  Grosses 


Oklahoma  City — Business  conditions  for 
the  month  of  September  appear  on  the 
upgrade  for  the  theatre  industry  in  this 
state,  a survey  by  Boxoffice  reveals,  with 
“The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer  picture,  leading  upward  trends  in 
boxoffice  figures  in  almost  every  locality 
of  the  state. 

Locally  the  film  led  for  one  of  the  best 
grosses  in  several  weeks  at  all  houses  at 
the  start  of  the  present  week.  Promotion 
of  “Happy  New  Movie  Year”  locally  has 
also  done  much  toward  stimulating  theatre 
patronage. 

Excellence  of  film  line-up  for  the  fall 
months  is  pointed  to  by  many  exhibitors 
as  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  expected 
pick-up  in  receipts  during  the  remaining 
months  of  the  year  with  most  exhibitors 
predicting  grosses  week-by-week  for  the 
remainder  of  the  calendar  year  will  ex- 
ceed those  of  last  year  in  almost  every 
instance. 


Kelly  and  Randolph  Field 
Covered  lor  Time  Reel 

San  Antonio — A March  of  Time  film  de- 
voted exclusively  to  the  Army  Air  Corps, 
including  the  scenes  of  training  activities 
at  Kelly  and  Randolph  Fields  near  here, 
was  completed  last  week.  Scenes  from  vari- 
ous airdomes  all  over  the  coimtry  will  be 
shown  in  the  film.  Graduation  exercises 
at  Kelly  Field  also  will  be  seen  in  the  spe- 
cial newsreel  scheduled  for  national  re- 
lease this  month. 

The  crew  of  three  who  were  in  San  An- 
tonio working  on  the  short  subject  were 
George  L.  Black,  director;  Ashby  Abel, 
cameraman,  and  Johnny  Giesel,  sound 
technician. 


Paramount's  World's  Fair 
Quarters  a Rendezvous 

New  York — Among  recent  visitors  from 
the  south  to  the  Paramount  World’s  Fair 
headquarters  here  were  A.  Higginbothom, 
associated  with  the  Saenger  circuit  in  New 
Orleans;  Charles  Simpson,  manager  of  the 
Cameo  Theatre,  Anniston,  Ala.;  Forney 
Brice,  Ritz  Theatre,  Anniston,  Ala.,  and 
Fannie  Slepian  and  Clara  Kaplan  of  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.  Miss  Slepian  is  secretary  to 
M.  A.  Lightman  of  the  Malco  circuit. 


New  York  Visitors — 

Ajid  to  the  RKO  World  Fair  Lounge 
maintained  in  the  home  office  for  the 
convenience  of  visiting  exhibitors.  Top: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Tidball  and  children 
of  the  Isis  Theatre  at  Ft.  Worth.  Tex. 
Second:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Chatmas 
of  the  Palace  and  Strand  in  Marlin,  Tex. 
Third:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Buckner  of 
the  Palace  in  Grapevine,  Tex.  Fourth: 
H.  S.  Lewis  of  the  Chimes  Theatre  at 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  guests. 
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FOTO-NITE 

CAPITOL  THEATRE 
Belleville,  Ont. 

SHOWj 


Announcement  of  names  made  to  everyone  pres- 
ent at  the  above  theatres.  No  consideration 
required  to  participate.  Person  whose  name 
is  called  must  respond  when  announcement 
made. 

Foto-Nite  copyrighted  and  Trademarked  1935 
By  Fay  Barnes,  314  South  Harwood  Street 
Dallas,  Texas 


FOTO-NITE 

CAPITOL  THEATRE 


Write  Your  Full  Name  and  Address  Plainly  in  Proper  Space  Be- 
low and  Deposit  This  Part  of  Ticket  in  FOTO-NITE  Box 
at  Above  Theatre 


Mr... 

NAME  ' Mrs. 


Miss. 


Street 


City  Province 

Subject  to  Rules  on  Stub  Attached  Hereto.  This  Ticket  Void 
If  Not  Filled  Out  Properly. 
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irS  BIGGER  AND  BETTER  THAN  BANK  NIGHT! 

SOMETHING  NEW  ITS  DIFFERENT  IT'S  ENTERTAINING 


It's  Legal.  No  Drawings.  It's  Proven  — Partial  List  of  Theatres 

Now  Using  Foto-Nite: 


ROBB  & ROWLEY.  UNITED 
Arkansas  Amusement  Corp. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Royal  Theatre 
Lee  Theatre 
San  Angelo,  Texas: 

Ritz  Theatre 
Texas  Theatre 
Palestine,  Texas; 

Texas  Theatre 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas: 
Amusu  Theatre 
Grande  Theatre 
Melba  Theatre 
Palace  Theatre 
Ritz  Theatre 
Tower  Theatre 


GRIFFITH  THEATRES 

Lubbock,  Texas: 
Lindsay  Theatres 
Cactus  Theatre 
Broadway  Theatre 
Lyric  Theatre 
Ada,  Okla.: 

McSwain  Theatre 
Kiva  Theatre 
Ritz  Theatre 
INDEPENDENT 
THEATRES 
Lyric  Theatre, 
Harrison,  Ark. 

Rialto  Theatre, 

Paris,  Ark. 

Wiggins  Theatre, 
Paris,  Ark. 


Capitol  Theatre, 
Linden,  Tex. 

Palace  Theatre, 

Fredericksburg,  Tex. 

Ritz  Theatre, 

Oxford,  Mis,s. 

Lyric  Theatre, 

Water  Valley,  Miss. 

Palace  Theatre, 
Granbury,  Tex. 

Rosso's  Theatre, 
Plaquemine,  La. 

Lyons  Theatre, 
Houston,  Tex. 

Opera  House, 

Franklin,  La. 

Queen  Theatre, 

Mt.  Vernon,  Tex. 


INTERSTATE 
THEATRES,  Inc. 

Ft.  Worth,  Tex.; 
Palace  Theatre 
Majestic  Theatre 
Hollywood  Theatre 
Worth  Theatre 
Eastland,  Tex.: 

Lyric  Theatre 
Ranger,  Tex.: 

Arcadia  Theatre 
Amarillo,  Tex.: 
Capitol  Theatre 
Paramount  Theatre 
Rialto  Theatre 
State  Theatre 
Abilene,  Tex.: 
Majestic  Theatre 


Palace  Theatre 
Paramount  Theatre 
Queen  Theatre 
Ereckenridge,  Tex.: 
National  Theatre 
Palace  Theatre 
El  Paso,  Tex.; 
Ellanay  Theatre 
Plaza  Theatre 
Texas  Theatre 
Grand  Theatre 
Wigwam  Theatre 

Wichita  Falls,  Tex.: 
Gem  Theatre 
Majestic  Theatre 
State  Theatre 
Strand  Theatre 


What  Greater  Proof  could  you  ask  for  when  such  theatres  as  these  are  Satisfied 
and  have  been  using  this  Box  Office  Builder  from  two  months  to  two  years? 


Now  Opening  in  Fifty-Three  Theatres  in  Canada.  On  Account  of  the  Strict  Lot- 
tery Laws  in  Canada,  Bank  Night  was  Never  Used  There.  FOTO-NITE  is  in  its 
Fourth  Week. 

Here's  what  we  furnish:  Recording  Book,  Registration  Cards,  Deluxe  Trailer,  Index  Filing  Cabinet,  Lobby 
Box  for  receiving  Registration  Cards — Complete  in  every  manner  for  starting.  Once  the  cards  are  filed  and  re- 
corded, requires  very  little  work,  and  most  important  of  all,  the  patrons  do  not  have  to  work  and  no  tieups  with 
merchants.  The  simplicity  of  FOTO-NITE  is  what  is  most  appealing.  For  further  details  and  explanation,  com- 
municate with 

LOU  BAXLEY 

3121/2  s.  HARWOOD  ST.  DALLAS,  TEXAS 

Serving  the  Following  Film  Territories: 

DALLAS,  TEX.  OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OKLA.  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.  ATLANTA.  GA.  DENVER.  COLO. 
CHARLOTTE.  N.  C.  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA.  MEMPHIS.  TENN. 
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piLMROW  was  saddened  to  learn  of  the 
death  of  C.  H.  McWilliams  of  El  Dor- 
ado. Ark.  While  McWilliams  did  not  take 
any  active  interest  in  the  operation  of  the 
Rialto  and  Majestic  theatres  in  El  Dor- 
ado. he  was  the  silent  partner  of  Bo  Clark 
of  the  Clark-McWilliams  Enterprises,  and 
has  many  friends  in  the  business.  He 
had  been  ill  with  heart  trouble  for  the 
past  two  years  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  visiting  in  Michigan.  His 
body  was  returned  to  El  Dorado  for  burial. 

Clifj  Wallace.  Ross  Federal’s  branch 
manager,  and  his  two  small  daughters, 
Wanda  and  Barbara  Jean,  are  off  on  a 
two-week  vacation,  which  will  include 
Washmgton  and  New  York  City. 

Miss  Blanche  Wacaster  has  just  com- 
pleted plans  for  the  erection  of  a new  300- 
seat  theatre  in  Rison,  Ark.  The  house  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  around  October 
15.  Until  completed,  Miss  Wacaster  has 
made  arrangements  to  use  the  American 
Legion  Hut,  where  she  will  start  operat- 
ing September  4.  No  name  has  been  de- 
cided for  this  theatre  yet.  This  is  the  first 
theatre  in  Rison  since  the  silent  days. 
Miss  Wacaster  is  the  sister  of  E.  B.  Wa- 
caster, who  operates  the  Ozark  Theatre  at 
Ozark,  Ark.  The  seating  and  equipment 
for  this  house  is  being  handled  by  Peter 
Dawson  of  the  National  Theatre  Supply. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this 
week:  Miss  Louise  Mask  of  the  Luez  at 
Bolivar;  C.  N.  Eudy.  Ackerman;  John 
Shannon.  Portageville.  Mo.;  Mrs.  H.  Brus- 
ter,  Roxy,  Dickson,  Teiui.;  C.  M.  Mounger, 
Calhoun  City;  J.  F.  Wofford.  Eupora;  J. 
W.  Wofford.  Union;  Albert  Cohen,  Shelby; 
Jack  Watson.  Tunica;  Leo  R.  Wintker. 
Ritz  at  DeWitt,  Ark.;  W.  W.  Davis,  Holly- 
grove;  W.  H.  Kaver  jr..  Von,  Booneville, 
Miss.;  Claude  Gentry,  Lyric,  Baldwyn;  Al 


Wilson,  Red  Bay,  Ala.;  and  Don  Landers, 
Harrisburg  . . . Lucille  Allen,  who  a year 
ago  ivas  forced  to  give  up  her  secretarial 
position  at  the  Malco  Theatres,  due  to  ill- 
ness is  now  fully  recovered,  back  at  her 
desk  again. 

L.  R.  Allen  of  the  Commonwealth  Cir- 
cuit, together  with  K.  K.  King,  their  city 
manager  of  Searcy  were  in  advancing  their 
bookings.  Allen  advised  they  would  reopen 
the  Plaza  at  Harrison  around  the  middle 
of  September  for  the  fall  and  winter  busi- 
ness . . . W.  E.  Tyson  of  the  Grand  at 
Water  Valley  was  in  booking  after  a trip 
through  Mayo  Clinic  at  Rochester,  Minn. 
He  says  he  thinks  he  will  soon  be  as  good 
as  new  . . . Mike  Carmichael,  branch 
manager  of  the  Monogram  Southern  Ex- 
change, was  in  town  after  a three-week 
trip  into  the  territory. 

Miss  Emma  Cox,  who  has  operated  the 
Gem  Theatre  in  Osceola,  Ark.,  for  a num- 
ber of  years  was  in  re-arranging  her  book- 
ings to  include  her  new  theatre  wh  ch  will 
be  completed  around  September  10.  No 
name  has  beeii  decided  for  this  new  house, 
but  she  advised  the  name  would  be  selected 
within  the  next  few  days  via  a contest. 
The  person  who  submitted  the  winning 
name  would  be  given  a 90-day  pass  to 
either  of  her  theatres. 

Clyde  Westbrook,  who  operates  the 
Wesco  Theatre  in  Cleveland,  Miss.,  has 
just  purchased  a skating  rink  in  Cleve- 
land and  will  operate  same  in  connection 
with  their  theatre  . . . Mrs.  M.  B.  Stegar 
of  the  Palace  Theatre  at  Tunica,  Miss.,  is 
vacationing  in  Columbia,  S.  C.  . . . Trade 
screenings  were  held  by  Universal  on  “The 
Under-Pup”  at  the  Malco,  Memphis,  Sun- 
day, August  27,  at  11:15  a.  m.  and  at  the 
Rialto  Theatre,  N.  Little  Rock,  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  August  24. 


Howard  Waugh  of  the  local  Warner 
Theatre  advises  that  new  chairs  will  be 
installed  in  the  entire  balcony  of  this  thea- 
tre within  the  next  ten  days.  This  in- 
stallation being  under  the  supervision  of 
Floyd  Schaffer  of  the  American  Desk  Co. 

Ed  Sapinsley  and  his  wife  have  just  re- 
turned from  a trip  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  they  visited  Mrs.  Sapinsley ’s  par- 
ents . . . W.  M.  Snelson,  Republic’s  branch 
manager  and  his  entire  force  put  aside  all 
thoughts  of  sales,  bookings,  trial  balances, 
etc.,  Saturday  and  drove  over  to  Blue 
Lake  for  a day’s  outing  . . . Two  very  un- 
usual visitors  on  the  Row  were  E.  W.  Gib- 
son of  the  'Tutrovansum  Theatre,  Tut- 
wiler.  Miss.,  and  F.  G.  Roberts  of  the  Ritz 
Theatre  at  Bald  Knob,  Ark. 

Paul  Zerilla  and  Joe  Maceri  of  the  La- 
mar, Daisy  and  Palace  theatres  in  Mem- 
phis, and  Phil  Zerilla  of  the  Rialto,  have 
just  returned  from  a ten-day  fishing  trip 
on  the  gulf  coast.  Joe’s  son,  Mike,  was 
also  a member  of  this  fishing  party. 


JESSE  L.  LASKY,  RKO  producer,  was 

guest  speaker  at  a Rotary  Club  luncheon 
held  in  the  Saint  Anthony  Hotel  here.  His 
subject  was  “Motion  Pictures,  Yesterday 
and  Today.”  City  Manager  Bill  O’Don- 
nell of  Interstate  theatres  here  was  chair- 
man of  the  program. 

After  a healthy  week’s  run  at  the  Aztec 
Theatre,  Warner’s  "Each  Dawn  I Die”  was 
moved  over  to  the  Texas  for  an  extended 
engagement  . . . Seen  chatting  in  Henry 
Schneider’s  Place  on  Main  Ave  last  Wed- 
nesday week  ago:  L.  W.  McClintock,  Para- 
mount branch  manager,  Dallas,  and  Tom- 
my Caraway  and  Ralph  Labutis  of  the 
Texas-V alley  Film  Service  here.  By  the 
way,  this  place  offers  the  biggest  nickel 
beers  in  town. 

Isham  Jones  and  his  orchestra  played 
a two-night  stand  at  the  Olmos  Terrace. 
. . . Midnight  show  at  the  Majestic  Sat- 
urday was  Paramount’s  “Star  Maker,”  with 
the  stage  presentation  of  “Rhythm  Rid- 
dles” broadcast  over  KTSA. 

With  the  closing  of  the  local  Paramount 
office,  Clara  Cadena  and  Thomas  Dona- 
hue have  been  transferred  to  Dallas. 
Among  last  visitors  at  the  branch  were: 
J.  C.  Webb  of  the  Bandex  Theatre,  Ban- 
dera, Tex.,  and  yours  truly  . . . Jose  Luna 
of  the  Rialto,  Taft,  Tex.,  was  a recent 
caller  at  Azteca  Films  office. 

Miss  Corrine  Miller,  well  known  in  local 
dramatic  circles,  and  William  “Buster” 
Bryan,  KTSA  program  director,  were  local 
winners  in  the  Jesse  Lasky  “Gateway  to 
Hollywood,”  talent  quest  held  at  the  Ma- 
jestic Theatre.  The  couple  leaves  for  Hol- 
lywood in  October  for  a tryout  in  pic- 
tures. 


Build  Proiits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


AND  THOSE  WHO  WAHT  THE  BEST 

ARE  BUYING 


The  Pinnacle  of  Projection  Achievement.  We  Chal- 
lenge the  World  to  Surpass  Its  Quality.  Demon- 
strations and  Comparisons  Gladly  Arranged. 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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New  Price  Fixing  Suit 
Faced  by  Interstate 

Dallas — L.  L.  Dunbar,  owner  and  op- 
erator of  the  Cliff -Queen  Theatre  since 
1925,  has  filed  suit  in  United  States  district 
court  against  the  Interstate  circuit  and 
Karl  Hoblitzelle  asking  damages  of  $18,147 
plus  $5,000  attorneys’  fees.  If  granted  the 
amount  will  be  tripled  and  total  will  be 
$53,443  plus  the  attorney  costs. 

Dunbar  bases  his  suit  on  ruling  of  the 
United  States  supreme  court  that  price 
fixing  of  theatre  admissions  is  illegal. 
He  claims  he  had  been  enjoying  profit  at 
less  than  25  cents,  as  demanded  at  the 
time  by  Interstate  and  also  claims  he 
enjoyed  profit  by  the  showing  of  double 
bills  which  he  says  Interstate  sought  to 
prevent  in  his  house. 

The  Dunbar  case  is  the  first  arising  out 
of  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Inter- 
state et  al.  on  setting  admission  prices  of 
25  cents  minimum.  The  Paul  Scott  case 
slated  for  federal  hearing  next  month  em- 
bodies part  of  the  decision  in  the  federal 
case. 


Improves  in  Hazelhurst 
Hazelhurst — Bill  Carmichael  has  in- 
stalled a new  Neon  sign  on  his  Hazel 
Theatre  here.  He  also  had  the  marquee 
rebuilt. 


pETE  BARNES,  owner  and  purveyor  of 

“Poto-Nite,”  came  back  from  a busi- 
ness visit  to  Canada  wearing  a red  coat. 
Friends  thought  at  first  about  the  North- 
west Mounties.  Later  they  learned  the 
flash  was  coincident  with  latest  styles  and 
bore  in  mind  Pete  was  a snappy  dresser 
anyway. 

Texans  have  been  flocking  to  New  York, 
at  least  those  engaged  in  show  business. 
Sol  Sachs,  RKO  district  manager,  just  got 
back  this  week  and  said  while  he  was 
there  R.  J.  O’Donnell  of  Interstate,  Ed 
Rowley  and  C.  V.  Jones  of  Robb  & Row- 
ley;  R.  E.  Griffith  and  Henry  Lockhart 
of  the  Griffith  outfits,  were  all  there  work- 
ing out  next  year’s  deals.  Sachs  said  he 
was  there  for  the  same  purpose  and  may 
have  to  go  back  to  wind  up  details. 

Sol  said  he  met  Meyer  Rachofsky,  vice- 
president  of  the  Mercantile  Bank,  and 
Harry  Harris  of  Texas  Poster  Exchange 
in  the  Brass  Rail.  They  were  headed  for 
a Broadway  show  while  taking  a few  hours 
leisure  before  embarking  to  Nova  Scotia 
on  a fishing  jaunt. 

Out  in  the  territory  we  learn  other  New 
York  visitors  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  C.  Tid- 
ball.  Fort  Worth;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Chat- 
mas  of  Marlin  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Buckner,  Grapevine. 

C.  B.  Webb  of  Bandera,  near  San  An- 
tonio, was  in  town  along  with  Gidney  Tal- 


ley of  Pleasanton  . . . O.  B.  English  of 
Tahoka  was  quietly  getting  advantageous 
dates  for  his  theatre  on  the  Row  Tuesday. 

Miss  Marion  Holzheuser,  secretary  to 
Rubin  Frels  at  Victoria,  has  been  in  the 
hospital  recovering  from  injuries  sustain- 
ed in  an  automobile  accident.  It  seems 
she  was  in  the  back  seat  when  an  ap- 
proaching car  struck  from  the  rear  result- 
ing in  pelvic  injuries  to  her.  She  was  re- 
cently married. 


Complete  New  Macco 

Magnolia,  Ark. — The  new  Macco  The- 
atre has  been  completed  here  by  W.  P. 
Florence.  The  Macco  has  a glass  block 
front  and  its  marquee  is  of  latest  design. 
Florence  also  has  the  O’Deon  Theatre  here. 


Not  City  Manager 

Dallas — Lew  Bray,  manager  of  the 
Lyric  in  Brownwood,  Tex.,  recently  was  er- 
roneously referred  to  as  city  manager  there 
for  Interstate.  L.  D.  Brown,  owner  of  the 
Queen  and  manager  of  the  Gem,  has  sole 
management  of  those  two  Brownwood 
houses. 


Wilde  Story  to  Metro 

Hollywood — Metro  has  acquired  screen 
rights  to  “The  Canterville  Ghost”  by  Oscar 
Wilde. 
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With 


A STAR  MACHINE 

A new  Popcorn  machine  may  boost  your  popcorn  sales. 
Trade  in  the  old  machine  on  a new  and  flashy  STAR. 

Write  for  literature  and  prices 

HERBER  BROTHERS 
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“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always" 

SOUTH  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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J^LONG  THE  ROW : Frank  Merritt  of  the 
Empire  Theatre,  Birmingham;  Harry 
and  Ike  Katz,  formerly  of  here,  but  now 
of  Washington,  D.  C.,  with  Paramount 
Premium;  Jack  Frost,  from  Buckhead; 
Tony  Griswold,  from  Suwannee,  Tenn.; 
L.  J.  Duncan  and  Aubrey  Gay  of  West 
Point,  Ga.;  Hai'vey  J.  Woodward  of  Win- 
der, Ga.;  Hugh  Manning  of  Etowah,  Tenn.; 
James  Jarrell  of  Commerce,  Ga. 

Ben  Kalmenson,  southern  and  western 
division  manager  for  Warner,  and  Fred 
Jack,  southern  district  manager,  Warner, 
from  Dallas,  visited  the  Atlanta  office  . . . 
Jack  Lamont,  of  GN,  is  on  a trip  to  Ala- 
bama . . . Page  Baker,  RKO  branch  man- 
ager at  New  Orleans,  and  Norman  Colqu- 
houn,  RKO  branch  manager  at  Charlotte, 
spent  several  days  in  Atlanta  on  a circuit 
deal. 

Happy  (Pappy)  Barnes,  UA  Alabama 
representative,  was  in  town  v/ith  his  wife 
and  baby  . . . John  Mangham  has  returned 
from  a trip  to  New  Orleans  . . . Bill  Min- 
der, former  GN  branch  manager  in  New 
Orleans,  spent  a couple  of  days  in  At- 
lanta and  then  left  for  New  York,  from 
where  he  plans  to  go  to  California  . . . 
RandaU  Bryan,  Monogram  salesman,  was 
in  town  over  the  weekend. 

Guy  Brown  has  lined  up  a number  of 
deals  for  Screen  Sponsorship  . . . Bud 
Chalman,  Alabama  Paramount  salesman, 
and  Clyde  Goodson,  Tennessee  Paramount 
salesman,  were  in  town  over  the  weekend 


. . . F.  J.  Case,  of  Pompano,  Fla.,  stopped 
over  in  Atlanta  en  route  on  a western  trip 
. . . Bill  Schuessler,  of  Lafayette,  Ala.,  vis- 
ited his  brother,  Howard  Schuessler , UA 
hooker  . . . John  Jenkins  is  back  from  a 
Texas  trip. 

Mrs.  David  Regan,  former  secretary  to 
Mike  Levinson,  is  opening  a theatre  at 
Selma,  Ala.  . . . J.  U.  McCormick  happily 
anticipates  occupying  his  new  home  at 
Emory  Grove  early  in  September  . . . 
Theatrical  Printing’s  building  is  all  spruc- 
ed up  with  a fine  new  sign  . . . Jack  Craw- 
ford, in  from  Gadsden,  Ala.,  says  his  new 
house  is  due  to  open  soon  . . . Perry  Spen- 
cer, Republic  publicity  man,  is  in  Knox- 
ville for  a brief  trip. 

Dick  Johnson,  UA  office  manager  at 
Charlotte,  and  Dusty  Rhodes,  Republic  of- 
fice manager  at  Charlotte,  were  weekend 
visitors  . . . Coley  Brown,  m.anager.  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply,  has  returned  from 
a Florida  vacation  . . . Bob  Hightower,  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  salesman,  was  in 
town  over  the  weekend  . . . News  of  the 
death  of  Miss  Myrtis  McLaughlin,  who 
died  recently  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  has  sadden- 
ed her  Row  friends.  She  was  a sister  of 
Miss  Georgia  McLaughlin,  secretary  to 
Sam  Moscow  of  Columbia,  and  Mrs.  Thetis 
McLaughlin  Tedger,  of  Metro. 

Brinson  Wallace,  Columbia  salesman, 
was  a recent  in-towner  ...  So  was  Harold 
Kissler,  Warner  salesman  . . . Bob  Wilby 
is  on  an  extensive  motor  tour. 


Allanta  Club  Golf 
Tourney  Oct.  2-3 

Atlanta — October  2 and  3 has  been  set 
as  the  date  for  the  first  annual  golf  tour- 
nament under  the  sponsorship  of  the  new- 
ly organized  Variety  Club  here  at  a course 
to  be  selected  later. 

Headed  by  Riley  P.  Davis  of  Theatrical 
Printing  Co.  as  chairman,  the  committee 
includes  J.  H.  Harrison,  Wilby-Kincey 
Theatres;  Carl  Floyd,  Republic;  O.  C. 
Lam,  Lam  Amusement  Co.;  Kermit  Sten- 
gel, Rockwood  Amusement  Co.,  and  Hugh 
Manning  of  the  Manning  and  Wink  cir- 
cuit. 

Promising  a number  of  valuable  prizes, 
the  committee  announces  the  entrance  fee 
as  $5.00,  presently  planned  to  include  the 
dinner  following  the  tournament. 

Highlight  of  the  trophies  will  be  the 
Variety  Club  cup,  the  permanent  posses- 
sion of  the  club,  contributed  by  the  Lucas 
and  Jenkins  circuit.  The  name  of  the  win- 
ner each  year  will  be  inscribed  on  the 
cup,  which  will  be  on  continuous  display 
in  the  clubrooms. 


JOE  WATSON  and  Mrs.  Watson  have  re- 
* turned  to  Memphis  after  two  weeks’  visit 
in  Charlotte.  Watson  is  with  the  Para- 
mount exchange  in  Memphis. 

Mrs.  Runa  Curtis,  exhibitor  of  Liberty 
and  Silver  City,  was  along  the  Row  this 
week  booking. 

H.  J.  Hardy  is  the  new  booker  at  RKO, 
taking  the  place  of  Bill  Lake. 

Midnight  shows  in  the  uptown  theatres 
have  become  a habit  lately,  with  business 
tops. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Holliday  and  daughter  from 
New  York  have  moved  to  Charlotte  to  join 
Holliday  who  is  a new  Paramount  sales- 
man for  this  territory. 

Miss  Mildred  Thomas  is  in  Athens,  Ga-, 
on  her  vacation.  She  is  in  the  National 
Screen  Service  office. 

Oscar  Morgan,  Paramount  southern  di- 
vision manager  was  in  Charlotte  on  a 
short  visit. 

Helen  Lett  and  son  Duke  have  returned 
home  from  a vacation  at  Myrtle  Beach. 
Papa  Lett  is  a Paramount  salesman. 


YOU  NEED 

A NEW  SCREEN 


EVENLITE 

The  gradationally  perforat- 
ed white  surface  screen — 

SILVERLITE 

The  perfect  seamless  silver 
surface  screen — 


Unless  you  have  a good  screen 
you  cannot  expect  good  sound  or 
projection 

All  screens  gradually  lose  their 
brilliancy.  In  many  locations  as 
much  as  G0%.  This  means  add- 
ed current  costs  as  well  as  poor 
sound 


These  are  sure  signs  that  your  screen  is  in  bad 

condition: 


1.  Dull,  hazy  pictures 
3.  Higher  electric  bills 
5.  Higher  fader  setting 


2.  Poor  sound  distribution 
4.  Faster  carbon  consumption 
6.  Use  of  more  amperage 


Write  us  today  for  Samples 
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150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4G13 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


'‘Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film’ 


Advertise 

with  ENCORE 

MOTION  PICTURE 

PROGRAMS 

$3.75  PER  THOUSAND 

SAMPLES  FREE 

DUKEHART  PRINTING  SERVICE 

99  WALTON  ST.  ATLANTA 
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Privilege  Plea  Halts 
Frels  Victoria  Suit 

Dallas — Hearing  in  the  Frels  case  in 
state  district  court  at  Victoria,  Tex.,  has 
been  postponed  at  least  until  the  October 
term  of  that  court,  according  to  reports 
reaching  the  Row  and  not  too  definite 
information  received  from  defendants  in 
Dallas. 

The  case  was  called  for  Monday,  August 
28.  At  that  time  the  defendants,  R.  E. 
Griffith  Theatres,  J.  G.  Long  Theatres  and 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  entered  a plea 
of  privilege  asking  that  each  be  sued  in 
their  home  towns — Long  in  Bay  City,  Jef- 
ferson in  Beaumont,  and  Griffith  at  its 
base  of  operations. 

The  judge  said  he  could  not  act  on  such 
a motion  during  a special  session  of  his 
court,  in  progress  at  the  time,  but  that 
he  would  have  to  defer  the  matter  to  a reg- 
ular term  which  would  come  up  in  October. 

Building  Plan  Holds 

No  other  action  was  taken  in  the  case 
nor  was  an  injunction  granted  to  Frels 
who  asked  that  defendants  be  restrained 
from  building  a new  theatre  in  Victoria  at 
this  time.  The  judge  remarked,  however, 
that  should  the  plea  of  privilege  be  denied 
and  the  case  be  heard  in  his  court, 
that  the  defendants  might  be  liable  to  pen- 
alties if  construction  of  a theatre  is  un- 
dertaken at  this  time,  according  to  the 
reports  reaching  Dallas. 

Contacting  the  R.  E.  Griffith  home  of- 
fice, it  was  learned  that  construction  of 
the  new  Victoria  theatre  would  proceed 
as  far  as  was  known  at  the  moment,  and 
that  contract  for  the  structure  has  been 
let. 


“Kansas  Terrors"  New  Title 

Hollywood — “The  Kansas  Terrors,”  Re- 
public announces,  is  the  new  title  of  “He- 
roes of  the  Saddle.” 


Does  the  Fair — 

Bolivar  Hyde,  city  manager  for  the 
Sparks  circuit  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla., 
at  the  Paramount  New  York  World 
Fair  lounge  in  the  home  office. 

All-States  Opens  a New 
House  at  Union,  S.  C. 

Union,  S.  C. — All-States  Theatres,  Inc., 
with  headquarters  in  Alabama,  has  open- 
ed its  new  house  here,  the  Ritz,  last  week. 
The  company  plans  to  acquire  or  build  a 
chain  of  theatres  in  this  section,  it  is  re- 
ported. J.  D.  Luker  is  general  manager 
here. 

The  Ritz  equipment  is  of  the  latest  type, 
including  air  conditioning,  sound,  furniture 
and  fixtures.  It  has  600  seats  for  whites 
and  250  balcony  seats  for  Negroes.  It  is 
housed  in  a two-story  building  on  East 
Main  St.,  opposite  the  Main  Street  gram- 
mar school. 


JOY  HOUCK’S  Joy  Theatre  Circuit,  with 
headquarters  in  New  Orleans,  has  added 
two  houses  to  its  expanding  list.  They  are 
the  theatre  owned  by  Dudley  J.  LeBlanc 
at  Kaplan,  La.,  and  a house  relinquished 
by  Frank  DeGrauww  at  Guedan,  La. 

Jeff  Rebstock,  exhibitor  who  supplies 
the  oil  fields  at  Golden  Meadows  with 
films,  is  expanding  into  a circuit  operator 
with  plans  for  a house  at  Norco,  La.,  and 
for  a Negro  house  at  St.  Martinville,  head- 
quarters for  the  Teche  country  of  Evan- 
geline. Rebstock  is  said  to  be  associated 
with  a theatre  equipment  firm  in  this  en- 
terprise. 

From  screen  entertainment  to  syrup  for 
the  palate — that’s  the  career  picked  by 
Joseph  Boudoin  of  Kaplan.  Associated  in 
a theatre  here  with  Frank  DeGrauww, 
Boudoin  sold  out  to  other  interests  and 
will  devote  his  time  to  operation  of  a 
huge  syrup  factory  to  be  constructed  in 
the  heart  of  this  sugar  cane  country. 

Republic  Pictures  of  the  Southeast  is 
quite  chesty  over  the  fact  that  in  addition 
to  circuit  deals  and  a deal  with  Theatre 
Service  Corp.,  which  buys  for  93  theatres, 
it  already  has  sold  product  to  60  inde- 
pendents and  is  starting  now  on  its  New 
Orleans  subsequent  run  deals. 

Harry  Balance,  20th  Century-Fox  south- 
ern district  manager,  made  his  first  visit 
here  since  illness  took  him  out  of  the  run- 
ning for  some  while. 

Guy  Brown,  former  RKO  manager  in 
New  Orleans  and  Atlanta,  has  taken  over 
the  ad  films.  Screen  Sponsorship  in  Geor- 
gia, Alabama  and  Florida,  while  Harold 
F.  Cohen,  film  salesman,  has  assumed  the 
rights  for  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
19121/2  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


GREAT€<?r  NATURAL  IN  YEAR<1  ★ <;fN9ATlONAL 
TUfATRf  ATTRACTION  ★ BREAKING  ALL 
RECORDS  ★ EUNL:*lSKILL!  ★T-HRILLSII  ★ 


THERE  IS  MONEY  IN  GIVING  THE 
PUBLIC  WHAT  IT  WANTS 

And  today,  the  public  is  looking  for  something  new.  HOLLYWOOD,  the 
screen  game  of  the  movie  stars,  is  a box  office  natural  that's  guaranteed  to 
bring  back  the  old  crowds.  It's  a screen  game  that  is  definitely  big  time. 
You  can  test  HOLLYWOOD  in  your  theatre  on  Hollywood's  Free  Trial  Plan. 
Write  us  today  for  complete  information. 

HOLLYWOOD  AMUSEMENT  COMPANY,  Inc. 

831  South  Wabash  Avenue 
CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 
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W,  D,  Metcali  Taken  to 
Little  Rock  Hospital 

Morrilton,  Ark. — W.  D.  Metcalf,  who 
opened  the  Ritz  Theatre  here  in  January, 
has  been  taken  to  a Little  Rock  hospital. 
Metcalf  has  never  completely  recovered 
from  injuries  suffered  in  a fall  while 
building  the  Ritz. 


Confers  With  Partners 

Morrilton,  Ark. — ^Levi  Metcalf  of  the 
Ritz  and  Metro  theatres  in  Purcell,  Okla., 
was  here  conferring  with  Sid  Metcalf  and 
S.  B.  McSwain,  operators  of  the  Ritz  here 
in  which  he  has  an  interest. 


Books  Hoffberg  Film 

Dallas — “Rangle  River”  has  been  booked 
by  Interstate  to  play  the  entire  circuit. 


OKIILA.  CinrY 

QRPHANS  of  institutions  in  and  around 
Oklahoma  City  were  guests  of  the  Cri- 
terion for  a special  showing  of  “The  Star 
Maker,”  with  invitation  from  Linda  Ware 
being  used. 

Marie  Huckahy,  new  cashier  at  the  State 
Theatre  here.  She  was  formerly  cashier 
for  Griffith’s  Rialto. 

Mrs.  Irwin  Tucker  visiting  and  telling 
how  good  her  husband  is  doing  with  Grif- 
fith-Dickinson  in  Fayette,  Mo. 

Jess  Cooper  of  Antlers  has  completed 
remodeling  of  an  old  building  theatre  and 
will  install  equipment  purchased  from  the 
Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co.  therein  to 
make  it  into  a new  theatre. 

Melvin  Smith  of  Jordon  has  remodeled 
a store  building  into  a new  200-seat  the- 
atre there  with  another  sale  of  goods  from 
OTS  being  installed  therein. 

Jimmy  Burge,  manager  of  the  Criterion 
Theatre,  guest  on  Ernest  Fair's  Movie 
News  program  over  KOCY  here  last  week. 
Spence  Pierce  of  Midwest  was  previous 
guest. 

Don  “Hi-fi’  Davis  has  three  new  sales 
recently  completed  and  in  usual  procedure 
of  giving  credit  where  due  we  list  them 
as  Jack  Pierce’s  Cabin  Theatre  at  Stig- 
ler,  Okla.,  Fred  Allred’s  Allred  at  Pryor, 
Okla.,  and  J.  B.  DeShaggo’s  Rex  at  No- 
wata, Okla.  What  did  Don  sell?  Why, 
RCA  Photophone,  of  course! 

Carl  Derrick  acting  as  manager  of  the 
Circle  Theatre  while  Manager  Dee  Fuller 
is  in  California  on  vacation. 

E.  B.  Coleman,  M-G-M  district  exploi- 
tation director,  in  Oklahoma  City  work- 
ing on  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 

Dick  Dyer  of  Standard  Theatres  keep- 
ing pace  with  his  offspring,  both  doing 
nicely. 

It  is  understood  that  Standard  Theatres 
will  reopen  the  Ritz  Tlieatre,  only  east 
side  suburban  house,  some  time  within  the 
next  few  weeks.  Repairs  on  the  building 
are  being  made  by  the  landlord. 


We  Are  Proud  To  Announce  Our  Appointment 
As  Agents  For 

RCA  SOUND 

and 

BRENKERT  PROJECTORS  AND  LAMPS 

For  a more  complete  and  better  deal  every  time 

see  . . . 

THE  OKLAHOMA  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

708  West  Grand  Ave.  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
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BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 
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Move  Pigeonholed 
For  a Film  Board 

Ottawa  — The  proposal  to  establish  a 
National  Film  Board  for  Canada,  author- 
ized by  act  of  Parliament  in  the  closing 
hours  of  the  last  session,  has  been  pigeon- 
holed and  may  not  be  acted  upon — at  least 
for  a long  time,  according  to  information 
from  a reliable  source. 

Although  John  Grierson  of  the  Film  Ad- 
visory Council,  London,  recently  paid  an- 
other visit  to  Canada,  no  definite  steps 
have  been  taken  for  the  organization  of 
the  board  and  the  reason  given  is  that  the 
European  situation  has  prevented  careful 
consideration  of  the  matter.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  prediction  is  made  that  the  film 
commission  will  never  come  into  actual 
being  because  of  opposition  in  certain 
Parliamentary  circles. 

Elections  Cause  Delay 

General  elections  are  due  in  the  Domin- 
ion but  the  election  writs  have  not  been 
issued  because  of  international  develop- 
ments which  have  also  delayed  the  or- 
ganization of  the  film  board.  If,  how- 
ever, the  elections  are  held  this  fall  and  a 
change  in  government  is  brought  about, 
the  Conservatives  now  forming  the  Opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House  of  Commons  have 
hinted  one  of  their  first  acts  would  be  to 
cut  off  the  board  as  an  expensive  and  un- 
necessary luxury.  During  the  debate  in 
the  House,  Conservative  spokesmen  round- 
ly condemned  the  proposed  commission. 

The  present  highly  efficient  Government 
Motion  Picture  Bureau  was  largely  de- 
veloped during  the  regime  of  Hon.  H.  H. 
Stevens  as  Minister  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce, who  is  a prominent  Conservative. 
He  has  asserted  that  the  present  bureau, 
with  its  film  laboratory  equipment,  is  suf- 
ficient for  Canada’s  film  needs. 

Hence,  if  there  is  a general  war  and  the 
federal  elections  are  indefinitely  postponed, 
the  National  Film  Board  will  be  side- 
tracked. If  the  elections  are  held  and  the 
present  government  is  turned  out — as  pre- 
dicted by  some  political  students — the  film 
board  will  never  be  created. 


Critic  Eagerly  Awaits 
Film  Board's  Start 

Montreal — Intimation  that  a National 
Film  Board  would  be  set  up  has  gladdened 
the  heart  of  S.  Morgan -Powell,  veteran 
drama  and  film  critic  of  the  Montreal  Star. 

“For  several  years  past,”  he  commented, 
“I  have  been  advocating  that  Canada 
ought  to  make  educational  films  designed 
specifically  to  interpret  Canada  to  the 
rest  of  the  British  Empire  and  to  the 
world  at  large.  I have  contended  con- 
sistently that  the  most  invaluable  medium 
whereby  such  interpretation  could  be  ac- 
complished is  the  motion  picture,  and  that 
this  medium  should  be  utilized  without 
delay  in  order  not  only  to  correct  many 
misapprehensions  and  misconceptions  of 
this  country  and  people  that  exist  out- 
side our  own  boundaries,  but  also  with  the 
broader  Imperial  objective  of  bringing 
about  better  understanding  between  the 
component  parts  of  the  Empire  and  there- 


by strengthening  the  Imperial  bonds 
around  the  world. 

“For  some  considerable  time  past  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  has  been  sending 
to  Canada  and  other  parts  of  the  Empire 
educational  films  that  have  taught  us 
more  about  the  Union  and  its  geography, 
flora  and  fauna,  its  people  and  its  civiliza- 
tion and  culture,  than  could  have  been 
taught — and  even  then  not  half  as  suc- 
cessfully— by  reading  a small  library  of 
books.  So  far,  however,  Canada’s  contri- 
bution to  educational  films  has  been  de- 
cidedly limited  alike  in  number  and  in 
scope. 

“Now  all  this  is  to  be  changed.  Ap- 
parently the  authorities  have  awakened 
to  the  fact  that  the  tour  of  the  King  and 
Queen  has  aroused  great  interest  about 
things  Canadian  throughout  the  Empire, 
and  this  in  turn  has  created  a demand  for 
information  about  the  Dominion  which 
the  Government  believes  can  best  be  furn- 
ished through  the  medium  of  the  screen. 
It  is  very  encouraging  to  find  that  Ottawa 
has  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  even  though 
it  has  taken  them  a fearfully  long  time  to 
do  so. 

“According  to  present  plans  the  film 
which  will  be  prepared  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  board  will  be  designed  to  il- 
lustrate modes  of  life  and  work  in  various 
parts  of  Canada,  and  will  be  distributed  on 
a plan  designed  to  show  the  people  in  each 
section  how  those  in  all  the  other  sections 
work  and  live.  They  will  be  distributed  at 
the  same  time  to  Great  Britain  and  other 
Dominions  in  exchange  for  similar  films 
from  those  countries. 

“The  board  will  consist  of  seven  mem- 
bers who  will  give  their  services  gratis. 
A full-time  administrative  director  on  sal- 
ary will  be  in  charge  of  production.  The 
board  will  consist  of  two  cabinet  minis- 
ters, two  senior  civil  servants,  a prominent 
educator,  a publicist  with  experience  in 
the  dissemination  of  propaganda,  and  one 
representative  of  the  public  who  possesses 
a technical  knowledge  of  the  film  industry. 

“The  sooner  the  board  gets  to  work,  the 
better  for  all  concerned.” 


Two-Men-in-Booth  Bill  Is 
Fought  by  Independents 

,i  Vancouver — Independent  exhibitors  sent 
a delegation  to  Victoria  to  confer  with  the 
attorney-general  in  pursuance  of  their  en- 
deavor to  be  relieved  of  the  necessity  of 
two  projectionists  in  a booth,  which,  they 
claim,  burdens  them  with  an  extra  and 
unnecessary  expense. 

They  argue  “suburban”  theatres  in  many 
parts  of  the  dominion  are  not  so  handi- 
capped and  unless  some  logical  reduction 
can  be  made,  some  houses  will  be  dark- 
ened. A round-table  conference,  with  all 
concerned  represented,  is  suggested,  but 
no  date  has  been  set. 


Draws  Visitors 

New  York — A recent  Canadian  visitor 
to  the  RKO  Radio  exhibitors’  lounge  here 
was  Mrs.  Garson  Soloway  of  the  Para- 
mount and  Bloordale  theatres,  Toronto. 
A guest  from  Coventry,  England,  who  also 
called  was  H.  C.  Orr  of  the  Orr  circuit. 


Slow-Burning  Film 
Has  Commendaiion 

Montreal  — An  important  pronounce- 
ment on  the  question  of  risk  of  fire  in 
cinemas  where  slow-burning  films  are 
used  has  been  made  by  the  committee  set 
up  by  the  British  Home  Office  and  the 
Scottish  Office. 

The  finding  of  the  committee  is  that 
danger  from  fire  may  be  treated  as  neg- 
ligible. 

The  committee  agrees  with  the  policy  of 
the  majority  of  local  authorities  in  treat- 
ing such  films  as  outside  the  Cinemato- 
graph Act. 

Two  kinds  of  films  are  in  use  today. 
They  are  the  highly  inflammable  film  on 
a nitrate  basis  and  the  slow-burning  film 
on  an  acetate  basis. 

In  experiments  made  before  the  com- 
mittee by  representatives  of  the  London 
Fire  Brigade  the  nitrate  film  caught  at 
once  and  burned  quickly  and  fiercely.  The 
other  took  much  longer  to  ignite  and  burn- 
ed slowly. 

Slow-burning  films  are  mainly  used  for 
advertising,  documentary,  educational,  in- 
structional, and  propaganda  purposes. 

It  is  the  committee’s  view  (with  one  ex- 
ception) that  those  concerned  with  the 
production  and  exhibition  of  slow-burn- 
ing films  may  be  safely  left  with  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  contents  of  the  films. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Home  Secre- 
tary and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  have 
accepted  the  committee’s  recommenda- 
tions generally. 


A Dispute  Over  Pictures 
Taken  of  Quintuplets 

Toronto — Because  pictures  and  stills 
were  taken  of  the  Dionne  Quintuplets  on 
the  occasion  of  their  trip  from  Callander 
to  Toronto  to  meet  the  British  Monarchs, 
although  efforts  had  been  made  by  the  On- 
tario government’s  official  guardians  to 
keep  them  from  cameramen,  a dispute  has 
arisen  between  the  Newspaper  Enterprise 
Ass’n  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the  officials, 
one  result  of  which  has  been  that  the  NEA 
has  refused  to  make  further  payments  un- 
der its  contract  calling  for  $25,000  per 
year  for  the  exclusive  picture  rights  for  the 
famous  children. 

The  NEA  has  declared  the  contract  has 
been  broken,  but  R.  L.  Kellock  of  Toronto, 
lawyer  for  the  guardians,  has  replied  every 
precaution  had  been  taken  to  guard  against 
unauthorized  pictures  and,  if  such  had 
been  taken  by  the  Royal  Tour  cameramen 
who  worked  under  a pool  arrangement 
with  the  Dominion  government,  the  guar- 
dians were  not  responsible. 

The  dispute  will  come  before  Judge  J. 
A.  S.  Plouffe  in  the  court  at  North  Bay, 
Ont.,  late  in  September,  the  judge  having 
been  named  as  the  referee  in  matters  af- 
fecting the  Quints.  No  announcement  has 
been  made  of  a similar  move  by  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox which  holds  a contract  for  ex- 
clusive picture  feature  rights,  with  two 
more  features  to  be  made  of  the  growing 
babies  under  the  contract. 
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MOW  it  is  the  turn  of  Manager  Tom 
Daly  of  the  big  Imperial  Theatre  to 
have  a holdover,  the  engagement  of  “Stan- 
ley and  Livingstone”  having  been  extended 
to  a second  week.  “Four  Feathers”  has 
finished  at  the  Uptown  after  playing  three 
weeks. 

Lewis  J.  Allemann,  press  representative 
of  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  New  York,  has  re- 
turned to  that  city  after  some  days  in  To- 
ronto for  the  Canadian  premiere  of  “Nurse 
Edith  Cavell”  in  an  open  air  theatre  at 
the  Cayiadian  National  Exhibition.  The 
presentation  was  marred  somewhat  by  the 
fading  out  of  the  sound  several  times. 

Tom  Ross,  owner  of  the  Royal  Theatre, 
Bowmanville,  Ont.,  has  been  having  a busy 
time,  having  been  elected  president  of  the 
Bowmanville  Beach  Commimity  Ass’n.  He 
is  also  past  president  of  the  Bowmanville 
Rotary  Club. 

The  Grover  Theatre,  Toronto  neighbor- 
hood U7iit  of  the  B&F  circuit,  has  blos- 
somed out  with  a new  front  which  includes 
an  extensive  neon  sigii  m the  form  of  a 
lightning  flash  which  extends  from  the 
roof  to  the  marquee. 

Ray  Allen,  general  manager  of  the  Pre- 
mier Theatres,  Toronto,  beat  the  gun  for 
the  new  season  by  having  a gala  opening 
of  the  Casino  Theatre  with  its  combina- 
tion policy  for  the  fall  and  winter,  top 
price  being  40  cents. 

Theatre  men  carried  off  various  honors 
in  the  annual  golf  tournament  of  the 
North  Toronto  Businessmen’s  Ass’7i  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Golf  Club.  Manager  Bob  Eves 
of  the  Oakwood  Theatre  won  the  prize  for 
the  longest  drive,  as  he  did  at  the  recent 
film  industry’s  first  annual  tourney,  while 
R.  McClelland,  owner  of  the  Capitol,  won 
an  arvard  for  a birdie.  MaJiager  Vern  Hud- 
son of  the  Capitol  took  second  prize  m the 
putting. 

Manager  Ernie  Smithies  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Kingston,  has  had  no  less  than 
three  “best  pictures”  this  year  but  that 
hasn’t  bothered  him.  In  a signed  adver- 
tisement he  said:  “Don’t  stop  me  if  you’ve 
heard  this  before!  Here  is  the  best  pic- 
ture I’ve  seen  this  year.  Did  I say  that 
before?  Sure,  I said  the  same  thing  about 
‘Boys  Town’  and  ‘The  Country  Doctor’ — 
and  what’s  more  I meant  every  word  of  it. 
In  all  sincerity  I mean  every  word  when  I 
tell  you  ‘On  Borrowed  Time’  gave  me  the 
biggest  thrill  of  any  picture  I’ve  seen  all 
year,  etc.”  Privately,  Ernie  declares  he 
may  have  still  more  “best  pictures”  in  1939. 

Mrs.  Frank  Fisher,  wife  of  the  Toronto 
branch  manager  of  Empire-Universal,  has 
added  to  her  year’s  tennis  laurels  by  being 
a finalist  in  the  ladies’  singles  of  the  East- 
ern Canadian  Lawn  Tennis  Championships 
at  the  Rideau  Club,  Ottawa.  Previously 
she  had  won  titles  at  Toronto  and  Mon- 
treal. 

William  Chilton,  originally  a Toronto 
exhibitor,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  new  Princess  Theatre  at  Sault  Ste, 
Marie,  Ont.,  which  was  enlarged  and  mod- 


ernized by  Charles  de  Paul  after  being 
closed  for  several  months. 

One  of  the  crack  shots  at  the  military 
competitions  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
Rifle  Ass’n  at  Corinaught  Ranges,  Ottawa, 
was  Harold  Parker,  manager  of  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre  at  Yarmouth,  N.  S.  He  has 
won  many  prizes  at  target  shooting. 

Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  is  con- 
sidering plans  for  the  erection  of  a 1,200- 
seat  theatre  at  Port  William,  Ont.,  because 
of  local  business  improvement.  The  Tivoli 
at  Kingston,  Ont.,  may  also  be  reopened 
in  the  fall,  a large  aluminum  plant  being 
in  course  of  construction  in  the  Lime- 
stone City. 

The  Oakwood  Theatre,  on  the  northwest 
outskirts  of  Toronto,  is  sporting  an  attrac- 
tive  new  front  of  the  transparent  type, 
with  changing  color  effects.  The  Oakwood, 
now  managed  by  Robert  Eves,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  suburban  houses  and  the  new 
front  has  brought  about  a startling  change- 

P.  J.  Nolan,  owner  of  the  Rexy  and  Nola 
theatres,  Ottawa,  has  shown  much  im- 
provement in  health  after  practically  a 
whole  summer  at  his  country  residence. 
His  daughter,  Marion,  has  looked  after  the 
management  of  the  theatres  in  capable 
fashion  during  his  convalescence. 

The  Central  Canada  Exhibition,  Ottawa, 
had  an  interesting  feature  in  its  “Theatre 
of  Wood,”  constructed  entirely  of  lumber, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  White  Pine 
Ass’n.  Entertainment  was  provided  on  the 
scree7i  afternoon  a7id  evening. 

Mrs.  Joshua  Smith,  co-owner  of  the 
Avenue  Theatre,  Toronto,  had  a prominent 
part  in  the  reception  to  Anna  Neagle,  star 
of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  for  the  Canadian 
premiere.  Representing  the  Toronto  Black 
Watch  Ass’n  of  which  Miss  Neagle  is  an 
honorary  colonel,  Mrs.  Smith  presented  a 
bouquet  of  flowers  to  the  star. 

Lester  Gregory,  proprietor  of  various 
theatres  in  Ontario,  has  appointed  G.  Gotts 


Almost  a Drive-In 


Regina,  Sask. — Several  hundred  dollars 
damage  was  done  to  the  new  front  and 
outer  lobby  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  here 
when  a woman  lost  control  of  her  car  in 
a collision  with  another  machine  and 
drove  into  the  building.  The  woman  was 
injured  by  broken  glass.  Miss  Jean 
Stephens,  the  cashier  in  the  theatre  box- 
office  just  inside  the  outer  lobby  got  a 
bad  scare  but  escaped  any  injuries  when 
the  car  came  plunging  straight  at  her, 
only  to  stop  a few  feet  short  of  her  all- 
glass boxoffice.  Miss  Len  Williams,  at 
work  in  an  upstairs  office  of  Manager  W. 
Novak,  was  jarred  almost  out  of  her  seat. 
Theatre  patrons  heard  the  crash  and 
came  running  out  to  add  to  the  confusion 
on  the  street.  A newspaper  took  care  to 
note  the  picture  being  played  at  the  time 
was  “Hotel  for  Women.” 


as  manager  of  his  new  Vogue  at  Leaming- 
ton, which  was  formally  opened  in  August. 

G.  J.  Cons,  editor  of  documentary  films 
for  the  Gaumont -British  Corp.,  London, 
has  been  the  lecturer  on  visual  educa- 
tion at  the  teachers’  summer  course  at  the 
Royal  Ontario  Museum,  Toronto,  during 
which  he  gave  demonstrations  of  recent 
films  for  school  use. 

A Txisitor  in  Ottawa  is  Mrs.  Edouard  Hes- 
seberg,  mother  of  two  Hollywood  film  stars, 
Melvyn  Douglas,  featured  in  “Theodora 
Goes  Wild,”  “Tell  No  Tales”  and  many 
other  productio7is,  and  his  younger 
brother,  George  Douglas.  Mrs.  Hesseberg, 
widow  of  the  late  concert  pianist,  is  visit- 
ing with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Clifton  A.  Douglas 
of  Ottawa.  Melvyn  and  George  acquired 
the  taste  for  the  theatre  when  they  ac- 
companied their  father  on  concert  tours 
of  Europe  and  North  America. 

Unless  something  unforeseen  happens. 
Famous  Players’  theatres  across  the  Do- 
ominion  will  be  used  during  the  com- 
ing season  for  a tour  by  a British  stage 
company  headed  by  Maurice  Colbourne  and 
Barry  Jones  for  the  presentation  of  sev- 
eral plays  including  “The  Apple  Cart,” 
“The  Queen’s  Husband,”  “Too  True  to  Be 
Good”  and  “Arms  and  the  Man.”  The  tour 
is  scheduled  to  open  October  9 and  the 
bookings  include  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Lon- 
don, Ottawa  and  a number  of  western 
cities. 

As  a wheather  forecaster,  L.  M.  De- 
vaney,  general  manager  of  RKO  Distrib- 
uting Co.  of  Canada  had  a perfect  batting 
average  for  the  open-air  premiere  at  To- 
ronto of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell.”  He  quoted 
odds  of  one  fo  10  against  rain  for  the  night 
of  the  performance  a7id  won  handily  with 
not  a cloud  in  the  sky. 

“Ding  Dong,  the  Witch  Is  Dead,”  from 
the  picture  “Wizard  of  Oz,”  is  being  fea- 
tured on  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  net- 
work from  Toronto  in  the  program  of  “Ten 
Musical  Maids”  on  the  evening  of  Sep- 
tember 3. 

Al  Sedgewick,  manager  of  the  Belsize 
Theatre,  Toronto,  mil  hear  his  brother, 
Joseph  Sedgewick,  K.  C.,  prominent  lawyer 
and  former  government  official,  over  the 
air  at  7:45  p.  m.  September  3,  when  he  will 
speak  on  vocational  training.  Another 
brother,  Harry  Sedgewick,  is  president  of 
Rogers  Radio  Station,  Toronto,  one  of  the 
largest  Canadian  broadcasting  units. 

Special  features  at  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
Ottawa,  for  Fair  Week,  playing  as  single 
attractions,  were  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips” 
and  “Each  Dawn  I Die”  and  Manager  T. 
R.  Tubman  reported  nice  business. 


Assigned  "Quo  Vadis" 
Hollywood — “Quo  Vadis”  is  a forth- 
coming Hunt  Stromberg  production  for 
Metro,  starring  Robert  Taylor.  This  story 
of  ancient  Rome  will  be  adapted  by  How- 
ard Estabrook,  who  has  just  signed  a new 
long-term  contract  with  the  company. 
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A Film  Guide  Issued 
By  Welfare  Council 

Ottawa — The  Canadian  Welfare  Council 
has  issued  a guide  for  women’s  organiza- 
tions and  parents  throughout  the  Domin- 
ion for  the  selection  of  film  attractions 
which  are  rated  for  family  and  juvenile  at- 
tendance. The  current  recommendations 
are  as  follows: 

“Susannah  of  the  Mounties” — A comedy- 
melodrama,  starring  Shirley  Temple  who 
sings  and  dances  only  one  number.  The 
story  ends  on  a happy  note.  For  juveniles. 

“Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever” — This 
is  the  most  delightful  picture  in  the  Hardy 
Family  series,  with  more  genuine  home  ap- 
peal. Mickey  Rooney’s  first  adult  love  af- 
fair is  the  main  topic.  The  family. 

“Unexpected  Father” — A pleasant  pic- 
ture, starring  Baby  Sandy  who  wins  every- 
one by  her  smiles  and  baby  tricks.  Will 
appeal  mainly  to  women  and  children. 

“Bachelor  Mother” — A delightful  com- 
edy which  should  appeal  to  everyone.  In 
addition  to  comedy  and  human  appeal,  it 
has  romance,  music  and  good  production 
values.  The  family. 

“Man  About  Town” — A fairly  good  com- 
edy with  music,  starring  Jack  Benny  and 
Dorothy  Lamour.  Eddie  Anderson,  the 
colored  actor  known  on  Benny’s  radio  pro- 
grams as  “Rochester,”  practically  steals  the 
picture.  The  family. 

“Daughters  Courageous” — Although  the 
same  players  who  were  in  “Four  Daugh- 
ters” appear  here,  this  is  not  a sequel  to 
that  picture.  It  is  somewhat  similar  in 
feeling,  presenting  a heart-warming  drama 
of  family  life.  The  family. 

“Clouds  Over  Europe” — A comedy- 
drama,  starring  English  players  and  pro- 
duced in  England.  The  family. 

“Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris” — A lavishly 
produced  comedy.  The  Cinderella-like  plot 
should  help  audiences  to  take  their  minds 
off  their  own  troubles.  The  romance  is 
charming.  For  adolescents  and  adults. 

“On  Borrowed  Time” — A fine  artistic 
achievement  but  limited  in  appeal.  Since 
the  underlying  theme  is  that  of  death  it 
may  be  pretty  sombre  entertainment  for 
many  but  the  performance  by  young  Bobs 
Watson  is  magnificent.  Adults. 

“Winter  Carnival” — A fairly  good  pic- 
ture with  appeal  mostly  to  young  college 
folk.  The  family. 

“Shipyard  Sally”  — A comedy-drama 
starring  Gracie  Fields  who  sings  a num- 
ber of  songs  including  “Danny  Boy,”  “Land 
of  Hope  and  Glory”  and  “Wish  Me  Luck.” 
The  film  opens  with  topical  shots  of  the 
launching  of  the  Queen  Mary.  The  family. 

“Just  William” — A juvenile  comedy, 
based  on  Richard  Compton’s  famous  boy- 
ish character.  Young  Dickie  Lupino  shows 
promise  in  the  main  part.  The  family. 

“Beau  Geste” — The  most  appealing  thing 
is  the  love  between  three  brothers  and  the 
sacrifices  they  make  for  each  other.  The 
romance  is  of  little  consequence.  The 
family. 

“In  Name  Only” — Very  good!  It  is  a 
strong  triangle  drama,  strictly  adult  in 
appeal. 

“Beethoven” — All-French  dialogue  with 
superimposed  English  sub  titles.  Some  of 


the  composer’s  famous  works  are  intro- 
duced. Adults. 

“Louise” — Screen  version  of  Charpen- 
tier’s  opera  of  the  same  name,  starring 
Grace  Moore.  French  dialogue,  music  and 
songs  with  superimposed  English  sub  titles. 
Adults. 

The  following  short  subjects  are  listed: 

“Royal  Banners  Over  Ottawa” — A vivid 
record,  in  gorgeous  natural  color,  of  the 
two-day  visit  of  King  George  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  Ottawa.  The  background 
music  is  almost  as  stirring  as  the  picture 
itself  and  the  running  commentary  is  ex- 
ceptionally fine. 

“Angel  of  Mercy” — A serious  and  dra- 
matic study  of  Clara  Barton’s  magnificent 
struggle  which  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  International  Red  Cross.  Ex- 
cellent. The  family. 

“The  Little  Goldfish” — Charming  Tech- 
nicolor. Family  and  Junior  matinee. 

“Prophet  Without  Honor” — Fine  historic 
sketch  of  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury,  the 
young  naval  officer  credited  with  being  the 
father  of  the  weather  bureau.  Historically 
accurate.  The  family. 

Dominion's  Imports 
Of  Film  Are  Down 

Ottawa — A preliminary  report  of  the 
department  of  trade  and  commerce,  on 
the  trade  of  Canada  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31  last  shows  that  film  im- 
ports totaled  in  value  $1,251,938,  down 
slightly  from  the  previous  year’s  total  of 
$1,387,999  but  ahead  of  the  valuation  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  in  1937  at  $1,238,475. 
That  for  1936  was  $1,104,090  and  for  1935, 
$909,139. 

Film  imports  from  the  United  States  for 
1938-39  were  valued  at  $983,581,  compared 
with  $1,089,281  for  the  previous  year,  $989,- 
819  for  1937,  $875,852  for  1936  and  $676,- 
383  for  1935. 

The  valuation  of  films  imported  from 
the  United  Kingdom  for  the  past  fiscal 
period  totaled  $103,180,  practically  the 
same  as  the  total  for  1937-38  at  $104,925 
but  lower  than  the  1936-37  figure,  $123,071. 
The  1936  total  was  $96,679  and  for  1935, 
only  $81,313. 

The  value  of  these  imports  from  France 
for  1938-39  was  $97,575,  which  was  down 
from  $120,697  for  the  previous  fiscal  year. 
Film  imports  from  Germany  were  prac- 
tically negligible,  the  total  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  March  last  being  only  $411  as 
compared  with  a mere  $945  the  previous 
12  months.  This  emphasizes  the  lack  of 
demand  in  the  Dominion  for  German  films 
in  recent  years. 

Incidentally,  there  were  no  imports  of 
films  from  Italy  during  the  past  year  and 
the  total  for  1937-38  was  negligible. 

The  growing  stringency  of  the  censor 
boards  in  the  Dominion  toward  foreign 
language  productions,  with  the  exception 
of  French  releases,  has  been  a discourage- 
ment for  such  imports  and  there  is  every 
probability  that,  with  the  recent  turn  in 
international  events,  there  will  be  even  less 
inclination  by  Canadians  to  import  films 
from  Continental  Europe  in  the  months  to 
come. 


A Visilor  Outlines 
French  Film  Laws 

Montreal — Development  of  the  moving 
pictui’e  industry  has  created  new  and 
complicated  problems  for  courts  and  law- 
yers, Jacques  Charpentier,  batonnier  of 
the  Paris  Bar,  told  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Canadian  Bar  Association  in  Quebec. 

“As  the  representative  of  the  French 
legal  profession  at  the  meeting  of  Cana- 
dian lawyers,”  M.  Charpentier  devoted  the 
customary  address  delivered  by  foreign 
representatives  to  an  outline  of  the  French 
law  relating  to  motion  pictures. 

The  central  problem  related  to  the  own- 
ership of  films,  French  courts  had  decid- 
ed the  producer  was  the  owner  of  a film 
although  he  might  have  obligations  to  the 
author  of  the  scenario,  the  stars,  the 
photographers  and  various  technicians 
whose  creative  work  formed  part  of  the 
film. 

Even  where  a film  was  made  from  a 
novel  it  was  regarded  in  France  as  a new 
artistic  creation.  The  tribunal,  of  the 
Seine,  had  decided  a film  based  on  a novel 
was  a new  work  in  that  it  proceeded  from 
a different  technique  and  had  a different 
aim. 

So  far  Poland  was  the  only  country  to 
legislate  on  proprietory  rights  in  films  but 
in  France  legislation  was  being  drafted. 

In  time  it  was  possible  there  might  be 
an  international  agreement  governing 
these  rights  as  was  the  case  with  copyright 
in  books.  M.  Charpentier  said  he  had  no 
doubt  the  final  solution  of  the  problem 
would  be  a general  rule  that  the  producer 
was  the  owner. 

Whenever  anything  went  wrong  with  a 
moving  picture  the  public  and  the  courts 
usually  held  the  producer  responsible. 
They  did  not  look  to  the  author  or  the 
star  or  the  photographer. 

Thus  in  France  if  a person  on  the  street 
had  a picture  taken  of  him  without  his 
consent  which  appeared  in  a motion  pic- 
ture in  such  a way  as  to  cause  injury  to 
him  he  could  recover  damages  from  the 
producer. 

Arthur  Vallee,  K.C.,  of  Montreal,  vice- 
president  for  Quebec,  presided  at  the  ses- 
sion at  which  M.  Charpentier  was  made 
an  honorary  member  on  motion  of  E.  K. 
Williams,  K.C.,  of  Montreal. 


A,  G.  Blaine  Is  Building 
500-Seater  in  Kimberly 

Vancouver — A.  G.  Blaine,  operator  of 
the  Star  in  Cranbrook  and  Orpheum  in 
Kimberly,  has  started  construction  of  a 
500-seat  house  in  the  latter  town. 

The  building  covers  an  area  of  54x100 
feet,  with  masonry  walls,  steel  and  con- 
crete, and  heavy  timber  construction. 
Equipment  and  decoration  will  be  in  keep- 
ing with  the  solid  character  of  the  build- 
ing and  all  is  expected  to  be  ready  early 
in  November. 

The  plans  were  prepared  by  Green, 
Blankenstein,  Russell  and  Ham,  Winnipeg 
architects,  and  the  cost  is  estimated  at 
$40,000  to  $50,000. 
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^'J^OT  ‘Goodbye’  yet  for  Mr.  Chip-”  an- 
nounced Loew's  Tlieatre,  indicating  the 
commencement  of  a sixth  week  for  the 
film  which  has  broken  all  summertime  at- 
tendance records. 

Most  theatre  managers  said  “Goodbye” 
to  August  without  regret.  It  has  been 
the  most  uncomfortably  hot  month  on 
record,  with  high  humidity.  Of  course, 
those  managers  whose  theatres  are  air 
conditioned  were  sorry  the  moiith  was  over 
for  they  did  almost  all  the  business  that 
teas  to  be  done. 

Smoke  drawn  into  the  ventilating  sys- 
tem of  the  Capitol,  Hamilton,  Ont.,  caused 
a mild  panic  until  it  was  discovered  that 
a smouldering  cigarette  thrown  into  a 
grating  below  the  ventilator  entrance  had 
ignited  some  papers  which  firemen 
promptly  extinguished.  The  score  or  so 
of  patrons  who  quit  the  theatre  in  a hurry 
were  soon  back  at  the  wicket  demanding 
to  be  readmitted. 

Alexander  Knox,  a former  London,  Ont  , 
news  reporter,  has  written  a successful 
play,  “Old  Master,”  which  was  produced 
at  the  Malvern  Festival.  Knox  has  desert- 
ed the  editorial  room  for  the  green  room 
and  is  now  acting  in  London,  playing  the 
part  of  King  James  II  in  Shaiv’s  play, 
“In  Good  King  Charles’s  Golden  Days.” 

Toronto  Star  and  Toronto  Globe  and 
Mail  are  keen  rivals  at  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Exhibition  where  each  is  producing 
its  own  film  version  of  the  Royal  Tour  of 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Several  packages  of  newsreels  from  New 
York  were  again  shipped  to  England  by 
air  when  the  flying  boat  Caribou  left 
Boucherville,  Que.,  August  24  . . . Mrs. 
Sherman  Rogers,  wife  of  a New  York  film 
scenario  writer,  is  in  Montreal  to  attend 
her  mother  who  is  ill  m the  hospital. 

Cinema  de  Paris  is  presenting  Sacha 
Guitry’s  masterpiece,  “Remontons  les 
Champs-elysee.”  . . . “Tarzan  Finds  a Son’’ 
returned  to  Montreal  at  the  Imperial, 
where  it  is  now  succeeded  by  “Young  Mr. 
Lincoln.” 

John  Levitt  of  Regent  Films,  is  back 
from  New  York  where  he  spent  most  of 
his  time  at  the  World’s  Fair. 

Quebec  theatres  have  recaptured  their 
audiences  which  experienced  11  weeks  of 
film  famine  while  the  cinemas  were  closed. 

Contracts  sent  out  to  Nova  Scotia  exhi- 
bitors contain  a protective  clause  giving 
the  exchanges  the  right  to  cut  off  the  sup- 
ply of  films  if  the  legislation  giving  the 
provincial  censor  board  power  to  regulate 
the  exchanges  objects  to  the  pictures.  Ex- 
hibitors are  signing  the  contracts  none 
the  less. 

Evidence  of  revival  in  British  film  pro- 
duction was  welcomed  by  John  Maxwell 
in  his  presidential  address  to  shareholders 
of  Associated  British  Picture  Corp.  The 
slump  of  a few  years  ago,  he  contended, 
had  not  affected  the  corporation  which 
continued  to  produce  films  steadily 
throughout  the  past  12  years. 


A private  bill  presented  in  the  British 
Parliament  by  Sir  Ernest  Graham-Little, 
member  of  London  University,  bears  the 
title  Cinematograph  News  Films  (Preven- 
tion of  Abuses)  Bill,  and  has  as  its  gen- 
eral object  the  prevention  of  unreasonable 
restrictions  on  the  distribution  of  cine- 
motograph  news  films  in  Great  Britain. 
It  would  empower  the  board  of  trade  to 
invalidate  any  contract  under  which  con- 
ditions are  imposed  compelling  makers  or 
distributors  of  newsreels  to  limit  the  sup- 
ply to  any  particular  class  or  classes  of 
exhibitor. 

Gordon  Dann,  manager  of  the  York 
Theatre,  observed  a girl  patron  who  turns 
up  regularly  every  Friday  as  soon  as  the 
doors  open  and,  with  intervals  to  powder 
her  nose  and  eat  a sandwich,  stays  until 
the  theatre  closes  at  midnight — a 12-hour 
Vigil.  He  is  speculating  as  to  the  explana- 
tion, but  has  not  plucked  up  courage 
enough  to  ask  for  it. 

Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  is  one  ahead 
of  Montreal.  Its  city  council  has  decided 
to  build  a municipal  theatre,  something 
which  Montreal  has  discussed  often  with- 
out getting  any  farther. 

Noticed  on  film  exchange  windows: 
“Universal  Says  It  With  Production;”  “Co- 
lumbia Week — Help  Montreal  Lead;” 
“20th-Fox  Kent  Seventh  Annual  Drive.” 
All  the  boys  are  busy  hoping  to  share  in 
the  prize  money. 

Jim  Telfer  of  Montreal  and  Los  Angeles 
who  recently  completed  background  shots 
for  M-G-M’s  “Northwest  Passage,”  was 
beaten  by  Ed.  Meister  of  Cleveland,  Yale 
golf  team  captain  in  the  recent  Canadian 
Amateur  Golf  Championship  contest  at 
Mount  Bruno,  Que.  He  consoled  himself 
by  taking  cine-kodak  pictures  of  the  suc- 
ceeding play. 

Barbara  Read  of  Port  Arthur,  Ont.,  has 
entered  film  stardom  by  being  given  a 
leading  role  with  Lee  Tracy  in  “The  Spell- 
binder.” Her  first  break  came  when  she 
played  with  another  Canadian  star, 
Deanna  Durbin,  in  “Three  Smart  Girls.” 

R.  E.  Champtaloup,  tourist  manager  of 
the  Automobile  Ass’n  of  Auckland,  New 
Zealand,  has  been  exhibitmg  colored  films 
of  scenes  in  that  dominion  to  audiences  in 
eastern  Canadian  cities.  He  has  now  ar- 
rived at  the  Chateau,  Lake  Louise,  where 
he  is  studying  the  summer  ski-ers. 

Canadian  textile  executives  are  inter- 
ested in  the  production  of  the  forthcom- 
ing film  on  cotton,  sponsored  in  New  York 
by  the  Cotton-Textile  Institute,  and  due 
for  release  in  October.  It  will  relate  the 
fibre’s  5,000  years  of  history  which  coin- 
cides with  the  known  period  of  civilization. 

Morris  Davis  of  the  Belmont  Theatre 
is  lining  up  a number  of  attractions  for 
late  September,  including  revival  of  the 
Thursday  night  “Belmont  Amateur  Hour” 
which  he  conducts  himself. 

Thursday  evening  is  the  manager’s 
“night  off”  in  many  theatres.  The  most 
popular  way  of  spending  it  seems  to  be  to 
to  take  a “busman’s  holiday,”  and  drop 
around  to  the  office. 


Release  of  Dominion  Film 
Of  Royal  Visit  Delayed 


Toronto  — Although  two  commercially 
compiled  prints  of  the  Royal  Tour  of  Can- 
ada and  the  United  States  in  feature- 
length  form  are  being  presented  nightly  at 
the  Canadian  National  Exhibition,  the  re- 
lease of  the  Royal  Visit  feature  by  the 
Dominion  government  has  been  delayed 
through  no  fault  of  the  Government  Mo- 
tion Picture  Bureau  at  Ottawa  which  has 
been  engaged  in  editing  the  official  film. 
No  date  can  be  fixed  for  the  release  of  the 
government’s  feature,  it  is  understood,  be- 
cause of  the  necessity  of  approval  of 
representatives  of  the  Civil  Service  and 
Parliament  who  have  been  kept  busy  with 
the  international  situation. 

Many  municipalities  have  made  formal 
request  that  shots  of  local  scenes  in  con- 
nection with  the  visit  of  Their  Majesties  be 
included  in  the  official  tour  feature. 


J^A'YING  foundations  for  the  extension 
of  educational  work  through  documen- 
tary films.  Dr.  Boris  V.  Morkovin  of  the 
department  of  cinematography.  University 
of  Southern  California,  who  has  been  visit- 
ing here  interviewed  representatives  of  the 
provincial  department  of  education.  He 
was  brought  to  Winnipeg  by  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Hastings,  convener  of  the  better  films  com- 
mittee, local  council  of  women.  While  in 
the  city  Dr.  Morkovin  interviewed  John 
Grierson  of  London,  Eng.,  member  of  the 
British  government’s  film  council,  who 
pioneered  the  documentary  film  in  Eng- 
land. 

Max  Heppner  is  brmging  “The  Youth  of 
Maxim  Gorky”  to  the  Colonial  . . . “Four 
Feathers”  goes  into  a third  week  at  the 
Garrick. 

S.  Swartz’s  newly  formed  organization. 
Independent  Films,  reports  a fine  roster  of 
new  product  will  be  available  to  exhibi- 
tors. The  company  is  contemplating  the 
introduction  of  a new  sales  plan  which 
Swartz  believes  will  bring  good  results. 

The  Lyceum  does  not  seem  the  same 
with  Eddie  Newman  in  New  York  on  a 
holiday  and  that  dazzling  Newman  smile 
nowhere  in  evidence  . . . Preceded  by  as 
lavish  a display  of  advance  publicity  as 
ever  hit  this  town,  “Folies  Bergere,”  the 
stage  show  which  will  play  the  Frisco 
World  Fair  when  it  leaves  Winnipeg,  opens 
here. 

B.  Bercovitch  of  the  Rex,  Regina,  is  a 
visitor  . . . S.  Weiner  has  returned  from 
Florida. 

Mrs.  Don  Gauld  is  holidaying  at  Lake 
Winnipeg  . . . M.  Chisvin  is  making  a visit 
to  leading  United  States  centers  . . . Mrs. 
Lou  Geller  and  Mrs.  Phil  Geller  are  visit- 
ing Banff. 

Elsie  Brown  of  Empire-Universal  is  on 
vacation  . . . Winnie  Shaw  of  RKO  has 
gone  to  England  . . . Beulah  Krivel  of 
Paramount  was  married  recently  . . . 
Zelma  Ripstein  has  joined  RKO. 

Rose  Rothstein  of  the  local  Warner 
office  visited  the  Chicago  theatre  and 
office  quarters  of  the  company  this  week. 
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Big  Hand  for  Anna 
Neagle  in  Toronto 

Toronto — Despite  the  war  scare,  Anna 
Neagle,  star  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  was 
accorded  an  enthusiastic  reception  on  her 
visit  here  for  the  Canadian  premiere  of 
the  production  directed  by  Herbert  Wil- 
cox who  accompanied  her  from  Hollywood 
on  this,  their  second  appearance  in  the 
Ontario  capital.  From  arrival  until  de- 
parture, their  24  hours  was  taken  up  with 
engagements  which  made  the  program  as 
crowded  as  the  schedule  of  a Royal  Tour. 

Miss  Neagle  was  welcomed  at  the  rail- 
way station  by  officers  of  the  British  Over- 
seas Branch  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade,  the  Black  Watch  Ass’n  of  which 
she  is  an  honorary  colonel,  members  of  the 
City  Council  and  film  executives  and  pre- 
sented with  bouquets  of  flowers  to  the  ac- 
companiment of  the  pipe  band  of  the  To- 
ronto Scottish  Regiment.  Press  and  other 
conferences,  a luncheon,  dinner  at  the 
Granite  Club,  her  appearance  on  the  stage 
of  the  bandshell  at  the  Canadian  National 
Exhibition  for  the  film  premiere  and  final- 
ly at  the  formal  opening  of  the  Govern- 
ment Building  at  the  Pair  rounded  out  the 
busy  day,  after  which  she  proceeded  to 
New  York  City  the  following  morning  to 
sail  for  England. 

The  film  star  was  publicly  greeted  by 
Sir  Gerald  Campbell,  K.  C.  M.  G.,  His  Ma- 
jesty’s High  Commissioner  to  Canada;  L. 
R.  Macgregor,  trade  commissioner  from 
Australia;  R.  M.  Firth,  from  New  Zealand; 
D.  de  W.  Meyer,  accredited  representative 
of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  Sirdar 
H.  S.  Malik,  trade  commissioner  for  India. 
In  a brief  ceremony  in  front  of  the  crowd 
of  7,000  persons.  Col.  John  A.  Cooper, 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Distribu- 
tors of  Canada,  presented  Miss  Neagle  with 
a certificate  of  life  membership  in  the 
Canadian  Red  Cross  Society  of  which  he 
is  a veteran  official.  Later  at  the  Aus- 
tralian Pavilion  at  the  Canadian  National 
Exhibition,  Miss  Neagle  placed  on  display 
the  Australian  woollen  dress  material  from 
which  the  apparel  was  made  which  was 
worn  by  Queen  Elizabeth  when  Her  Ma- 
jesty was  received  at  Washington  by  Mrs. 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt. 

Incidentally,  His  Excellency,  Lord 
Tweedsmuir,  Governor-General  of  Canada, 
and  Prime  Minister  W.  L.  M.  King  were 
unable  to  represent  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment at  the  ceremonies,  having  been  de- 
tained at  Ottawa  because  of  the  critical 
European  situation  but  they  wired  their 
greetings. 

Discussing  the  film  situation  generally. 
Miss  Neagle  declared  production  technique 
in  Hollywood  was  ahead  of  that  in  Eng- 
land where  14  pictures  were  in  course  of 
making  as  compared  with  some  200  in 
Hollywood.  All  of  the  great  British  pic- 
tures were  not  made  in  the  U.  S.,  as,  for 
example,  “Citadel”  and  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips.”  Cinema  audiences  were  growing 
up  and  no  longer  could  be  described  as 
having  the  average  of  mentality  of  11 
years,  the  success  of  “Pygmalion”  being  an 
indication  of  this  trend. 

Regarding  screen  players.  Miss  Neagle 
declared  that,  eventually,  she  wanted  to 
be  another  Edna  May  Oliver  because  of 


^HE  combination  of  hot  weather,  the 

war  scare  in  Europe  and  difficulties  of 
turning  the  crop  into  cash  even  at  its 
present  low  price  for  wheat,  is  reflected  in 
the  current  dull  theatre  business  in  the 
province.  It  appears  general  throughout 
the  province.  Even  the  best  pictures  will 
not  draw  as  they  should,  exhibitors  find. 
People  have  no  desire  to  leave  the  radio 
where  newscasts  are  eagerly  sought  for 
every  available  scrap  of  information  on  the 
European  situation.  The  war  scare  has 
temporarily  called  off  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.’s  plans  for  a certain 
amount  of  remodeling  in  theatres.  It,  and 
the  crop  delay,  has  resulted  in  many  small 
country  houses  remaining  shuttered 
though  it  was  originally  planned  for  them 
to  reopen.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the 
southeast  where  there  are  no  crops.  There 
is  some  improvement  to  be  hoped  for  in 
other  sections  as  winter  approaches. 

There  has  been  yet  no  start  made  07i  the 
$10,000  alterations  announced  for  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre,  Regina,  nor  on  the 
new  marquee  and  sign  for  the  Capitol, 
also  in  Regina  . . . Manager  Charlie 
Bahrynowski  of  the  Metropolitan  is  taking 
a lot  of  kidding  over  that  bonus  cheque 
party  in  the  offing  . . . Manager  Jack 
Fields  of  the  Capitol,  Moose  Jaw,  off  to 
Winnipeg  on  a holiday  with  his  family. 

The  Olympia  at  Assiniboia  is  doing  a 
fine  business,  according  to  Sam  Rothstein, 
manager.  Assiniboia  is  in  the  heart  of 
Saskatchewan’s  “dust  bowl.”  Without  crops 
for  nine  years,  the  entire  area  has  staged 
a terrific  comeback  that  will  mean  25-40 
bushel  to  the  acre  crops  this  season  and,  if 
farmers  can  shake  the  price  bogey,  a bit 
more  money. 

Davidson  Theatre  has  changed  hands  in- 
sofar as  management  is  concerned.  John 
Vopni,  who  has  been  haridlmg  the  house  on 


the  latter’s  fine  personality  while  she  de- 
scribed May  Robson  as  marvelous,  point- 
ing out  that  the  75-year-old  actress  had 
been  working  56  days  without  a break. 
Miss  Neagle  declared  she  had  cried  when 
she  read  the  historical  records  of  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Nurse  Cavell,  two  of 
whose  sisters  were  now  living  in  England, 
one  as  a matron  of  the  Hull  Infirmary. 

Wilcox  declared  the  difference  between 
Hollywood  and  London  was  this;  In  Holly- 
wood, if  a picture  succeeded,  other  studios 
copied  it  but,  in  England,  a success  was 
followed  by  a fortnight’s  period  of  mourn- 
ing by  rival  producers.  He  made  anxious 
inquiries  regarding  the  European  situation, 
declaring  if  war  broke  it  would  put  an  end 
to  English  production  because  the  studios 
would  be  taken  over  by  the  government  for 
military  purposes. 

Miss  Neagle,  who  had  previously  visited 
here  for  the  Canadian  premiere  of  “Vic- 
toria the  Great,”  declared  she  did  not  have 
time  to  think  of  marriage,  that  she  had 
not  yet  put  away  her  first  million  dollars 
and  she  had  made  her  theatrical  start  as 
a chorus  girl.  She  confided  her  real  name 
was  Marjorie  Robertson  but  had  changed 
it  nine  years  ago  when  she  got  her  first 
chance  for  a character  role. 


lease,  will  terminate  his  stay  on  Septem- 
ber 1.  Ow7ier  Fred  Easter  already  has  an- 
nounced Gus  Garlson  of  Craik  will  be  his 
booking  agent. 

Jack  Zaitzow,  operator  of  the  Princess 
Theatre,  Melville,  and  a string  of  show- 
houses  in  16  small  towns  in  northeastern 
Saskatchewan,  has  returned  from  a six- 
week  holiday  motor  trip  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Fair.  He  found  conditions  in  his 
area  fair,  with  good  crops  hoped  for. 

Roy  Townsend,  operator  of  the  Grand 
Theatre,  Regina,  had  to  undergo  an 
operation  at  the  hospital  after  his  finger 
accidentally  became  caught  in  the  shutter 
of  a projection  machine. 

Dave  Gurevich,  manager  of  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Limerick,  visited  in  Winnipeg  . . . 
Alvin  Reitz,  owner  of  the  Princess  Theatre, 
Radville,  has  returned  to  his  home  after 
two  weeks  in  the  Grey  Nuns’  Hospital, 
Regina,  where  he  underwent  a minor 
operation  . . . Selma  Assaly,  operator  of 
the  Grand  at  Melfort,  was  a business  visi- 
tor in  Saskatoon.  She  hoped  for  good  faU 
business  with  a fine  crop  in  prospect. 

W.  Popham  has  been  appointed  manager 
of  the  Roxy  in  Saskatoon,  succeeding  Jack 
Whitehouse,  who  has  gone  to  London,  Ont., 
to  direct  the  activities  of  a showhouse 
there.  Popham  also  owns  and  operates  a 
theatre  at  Kamsack. 

The  16mm  business  is  good  throughout 
the  province,  according  to  Joe  deVries, 
western  manager  of  Sovereign  Films,  who 
was  in  Regina  from  Calgary.  The  making 
of  new  pictures  in  the  small  film  medium 
has  aided  sales  especially  in  the  small  out- 
lying areas.  He  claims  no  35mm  houses  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  province  were 
being  closed  due  to  16mm  competition,  but 
many  new  spots  were  being  serviced  that 
previously  have  not  had  any  motion  picture 
facilities. 

R.  C.  Sutherlaiid,  owner-manager  of  the 
Hi-Art  Theatre,  Weyburn,  has  returned 
from  a holiday  motor  tour  to  Nelson,  B.  C. 


A New  Marquee  and  Front 
For  Hi- Art  in  Weyburn 

Weyburn,  Sask. — Plans  to  erect  a new 
marquee  and  front  on  the  Hi-Art  Theatre 
of  which  he  is  the  owner  and  manager, 
are  announced  by  R.  C.  Sutherland,  fol- 
lowing his  return  from  a motor  tour  west- 
wards. He  also  plans  to  insulate  and  re- 
design the  ceiling  of  his  showhouse,  this 
city’s  only  entertainment  center  since  suc- 
cessive bad  crops  caused  the  closing  of 
the  other  two  theatres. 

Sutherland  was  one  of  the  first  Sas- 
katchewan theatremen  to  introduce  a sys- 
tem of  air  conditioning.  He  devised  his 
own  system  of  air  filtered  over  water  and 
installed  it  at  a cost  of  $500. 

Sutherland  said  the  work  and  expense 
more  than  justified  itself,  but  he  plans  to 
revise  the  system  so  as  to  make  it  more 
efficient. 
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VAMCOIUVIIEIK  Montreal  Repertory  Has 

Cooperation  of  CBC 


Jj^KDY  DIGNEY.  Oak  Theatre,  is  proud 
of  his  car  which  has  had  a new  coat  of 
enamel  and  a general  overhauling.  It  is  a 
nice  job  . . . Announcement  of  a race  week 
coincides  with  the  arrival  of  Ralph  Calla- 
dine  to  the  Columbia  and  Plaza,  Victoria, 
for  whom  the  ponies  have  an  unfailing 
attraction. 

Among  the  visitors  on  Filmrow  were 
W.  H.  Gill  of  the  Community  Club,  Port 
Alice;  Fred  Bannister,  Victory  Theatre, 
Mission;  and  Herb  Jorgensen,  Community 
Club,  Rock  Bay. 

L.  A.  Allen  of  GN  expects  receipt  next 
week  of  “Rangle  River,”  and  ‘‘Marie  Cha- 
pedlaine.”  Of  the  latter  he  is  very  en- 
thusiastic on  account  of  its  Canadian  set- 
ting and  recommendation  by  the  Church 
as  a faithful  portrayal  of  the  simple  devout 
life  of  the  French-Canadian  people.  The 
sound  is  in  French  with  English  text. 

Norman  Duncan,  Strand  Theatre,  has 
returned  from  his  holiday  among  the  cows 
and  horses  on  that  Cariboo  ranch,  and  is 
proudly  showing  snap-shots  of  himself  in 
full  regalia,  mounted  and  afoot.  That  so- 
fourn  next  to  mother  earth  (no,  he  was 
not  throw?i)  has  given  him  additional 
eiiergy  and  ideas,  and  he  has  thrown  him- 
self into  the  exploitation  of  ‘‘Island  of 
Lost  Men”  with  an  appeal — in  Chinese — 
to  the  countrymen  of  Anna  May  Wong  to 


come  to  his  theatre  to  see  her  in  her  latest 
success. 

When  C.  S.  Neville,  FP  executive,  and 
Ivan  Ackery,  Orpheum  Theatre,  returned 
from  their  vacations  at  Rainbow  Lodge, 
Alta  Lake,  their  friends  wondered  why 
there  were  no  fish  stories,  and  if  it  was 
possible  that  the  lake  had  been  fished  out 
before  they  got  there. 

Frank  Vaughan  is  so  much  occupied 
with  that  Empire-Universal  exhibitor  test- 
imonial drive  that  he  has  thought,  and 
time,  for  little  else.  “Look  and  You’ll 
Buy,”  the  slogan,  is  ever  in  his  mind  and 
on  his  lips. 

Contract  for  the  installation  of  seats 
for  the  Lodi  has  been  placed  with  LaSaUe 
Recreations,  Ltd. 

The  first  of  a series  of  popular  lectures 
to  be  given  at  the  Anglican  Theological 
College  here  is  to  be  “The  Church  and  the 
Theatre,”  by  Dean  Spencer  Elliott. 

J.  R.  Bain,  Dominion  Sound  Equipment, 
Ltd.,  is  back  from  his  trip  east  where  he 
spent  some  time  at  the  New  York  World’s 
Fair  concentrating  on  the  latest  develop- 
ments in  acoustics.  He  is  now  occupied 
with  the  Northern  Electric  Mirrophonic 
conversion  of  the  sound  equipment  in  the 
Dominion  and  Strand  theatres. 


Montreal — Beginning  in  October,  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  plans  to  co- 
operate with  and  assist  Martha  Allan  in 
the  development  of  radio  dramatization 
by  the  Montreal  Repertory  Theatre,  over 
the  national  network,  it  is  just  announced. 

Miss  Allan  is  negotiating  for  the  ex- 
clusive rights  to  dramatize  all  novels  of 
Lord  Tweedsmuir.  “If  these  negotiations 
are  successfully  concluded,  we  will  con- 
sider the  dramatizing  of  them  over  our 
trans-Canadian  hookup  as  soon  as  the 
productive  capacity  of  her  artists  is 
shown,”  CBC  officials  said. 

It  is  expected  that  with  the  extension 
of  its  activities  to  the  medium  of  radio, 
proper  facilities  will  be  arranged  and  that 
plans  for  the  proposed  MRT  Theatre  on 
Greene  Ave.,  will  be  altered  to  accommo- 
date radio  studios  and  control  rooms. 


Fast  Film  Shipment 

Hollywood — Marking  the  fastest  film 
shipment  on  record  for  so  great  a dis- 
tance, and  the  first  time  a print  has  been 
shipped  entirely  by  air  from  Los  Angeles 
to  Australia,  the  first  print  of  “From  the 
Ends  of  the  Earth,  a New  Romance  in 
Celluloid,”  M-G-M  institutional  short  sub- 
ject, was  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Sydney 
on  August  24,  13  days  after  leaving  the 
Culver  City  studios,  to  have  its  preview 
at  the  M-G-M  Australian  convention. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  uiustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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The  Most  Complete  Trade  Paper 
Service  in  the  Industry 


Ti«!  mmmi  film  weekiy 

PBBUSHtO  W EISBT  SECTiONa  EfflllOfB 


Covering  Every 
Phase  of  the 
Moti  on  Picture 
B u s i n e s s — 
Every  Place  in 
the  Industry! 

National  in  Scope,  Yet 
Intensive  in  ALL  Terri- 
tories— BOXOFFICE  is 
the  Most  Welcomed, 
the  Most  Thoroughly 
Read  Trade  Paper  in 
Our  Great  Industry. 


BOXOFFICE 

The  only  trade  paper  in  the  industry  providing  national  or  local 
coverage  . . . either  or  both.  Its  circulation  . . . attested  by  the  Audit 
Bureau  of  Circulations  ...  is  read  every  week  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  ...  in  every  phase  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry  . . . production,  distribution  and  exhibition. 


THE  MODERN  THEATRE 

Published  every  four  weeks  as  an  integral  section  of  Boxoffice,  it 
reports  and  illustrates  every  phase  of  theatre  construction,  improve- 
ment and  mechanical  operation  and  maintenance.  The  outstanding 
advertising  medium  for  equipment  manufacturers. 


BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE 

A pocket-size,  loose-leaf  book  for  filing  reviews,  with  a section  for 
picture  booking  and  recording  operating  costs.  Exhibitors  hail  it  as 
the  most  valuable  and  practical  innovation  in  years. 


BOXOFFICE  BAROMETER 

Published  in  February  . . . the  middle  of  the  season  . . . Boxoffice 
BAROMETER  reports  on  all  that  has  happened  during  the  first  half 
of  the  season  and  definitely,  authoritatively,  tells  about  what  is 
to  come  during  the  rest  of  the  picture  year.  The  only  annual  pub- 
lished expressly  for  service  to  theatre  owners  and  managers  . . . 
the  only  annual  that  completely  blankets  the  industry. 


BEN  SHLYEN 
Publisher 

MAURICE  KANN 
Editor-in-chief 


BOXOFFICE  RECORDS 

Published  once  a year,  RECORDS  reports  the  value  at  the  boxoffice 
demonstrated  by  every  picture  released  during  the  previous  season 
. . . how  the  public  received  the  efforts  of  producer,  writer,  star, 
director  and  all  others  concerned  in  picture-making.  An  exact 
measure  of  the  past  and  potent  guide  for  future  plans. 


Five  Great  BOXOFFICE  Services! 

EACH  CONTAINING  A MULTIPLICITY  OF  PRACTICAL- VALUE  FEATURES 


ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 


NEW  YORK 

9 Rockefeller  Plaza 
Louis  Rydell,  Adv.  Mgr. 


CfflCAGO 

332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 
J.  Harry  Toler,  Mgr. 


HOLLYWOOD 

6404  Hollywood  Blvd. 
Ivan  Spear,  Mgr. 
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fORfllflTIOIl  BUfitflU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted. 

just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT51S  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 
MT523  Theatre  chairs 
MT524  Chair  covers 


MT552 
MT553 
MT554 
MT555 
MT556 
MT557 
MT558 
MT559 
MT560 
MT561 
MT562 
MT563 
MTS  6 4 


MT525 

MT526 

MT527 

MT528 

MT529 

MT530 

MT531 

MT532 

MT533 

MT534 

MT535 

MT536 

MT537 

MT538 

MT539 

MT540 

MT541 

MT542 

MT543 

MT544 

MT545 


Theatre  carpets 
Carpet  padding 
Rubber  matting 
Furniture,  lounge 
Wall  tiles,  interior 
Fabrics,  decorating 
Brass  railings 
Rope  railings 
Metal,  ornamental 
Mirrors 

Luminous  colors 

Ticket  booths 

Directional  signs 

Exit  boxes 

Curtain  controls 

Curtain  tracks 

Curtains,  fireproof 

Fountains,  drinking 

Fountains,  ornamental 

Rubber  seat  upholstery 

Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT569 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MT573 
MT574 
MT575 
MT576 
MT577 
MT578 
MT579 
MT580 
MT581 
MTS  8 2 
MT583 
MT584 
MT585 
MT586 
MT587 
MT588 
MT589 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  ex'tinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 

MT551  Colored  lamps  PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MTG42  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MTG43  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT64  7 Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT(i53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MTG56  Plumbing  fixtures 
MTG57  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT6G1  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTGG2  Sound  heads 

MTGG3  Amplifiers 

MTG64  Pre-amplifiers 

MTGG5  Speakers 

MTG66  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT6G8  Photo-electric  cells 

MT6G9  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MTG74  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  9-2-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks; 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State, 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTo96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MTGIO  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG8G  Ligliting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT088  Curtain  tracks 
MTG89  Stage  draperies 
MTG90  Stage  rigging 
MTG9,1  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT71G  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 


94 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  2,  1939 


O P 1 N 1 O K S vO  S --.c  U R R E N E A T U R E « P H O E U C T I O N S 


O , 


<s-g  S o S oi^'d 

c oi.^q-a  m 0^3  £ 

. o - a ■ ^ 

o u T3  r ija  o 


3T30-G  o^  O r.'fl  , 

- ' , . >-<  'll  O CO 


w - - w — . J -C  U 


&i  c P t> 

3i2S5ci®Di°°^2 

_c;  o ■id  m 


OinSc’O  ’StIu 
S£a®§-'^T3 

D6^>^“c;2t!—  Sw-''^ojd 

S8°‘f,  a°l«5"|S:SS° 

c g p c:  r^  =d 


^ ' -■-■  B 

= ■815 .Is  II 

o “ 

, c 
■ ^ n o i::  n 0 - ■ 

OX.  O •::  O 


-O  ”3'"  1-^  wffi'3'g  2 s ®. 
§3  g 8 « 6,0  „ o 

■«  o y , 0)  *1^  0 M _ .h 


- 

§ B a 
, _'  a ^ d 2 g 

d 


tgs^B.ss| 
g,3 

■ p ■6'a^'oiaG'a-..., 

l-|l§“|il§§l|l 


T3  ® 

•S  c 

3 o 
3 o 
o 

^ .2 
H o 

ftW 
® ® 
33 

U 

'C  TJ 
O C 


> 

o 

tn 

CA 

O 

u 

0) 

O 


CO 


n o ^ w ^ 

M > ^ P g : 
3 P g .2 


.2  73 
SO 

CO 
u, 
CO  (D 

IS  ^ 

■£  ;3 
^ "O 
O g 

(D  ^ 
;3 


- -^  c ^ 

2 go  ^ ^ 

-B  *-<3  3 o 
_ g S.2 
5-2  3 - - 

S 0 _ g o 

'P_§XI^  rJ.B  03^ 
.O'oc^S 

"ra-p  “'O^'S  ra  fi 
P8^B3^SDOPd:3'»- 

a3  B -2  ® 0 ^ ^ o 

' o8m!=’“’Po2'_rd3 
o Oopx^Tl^n 

^ B 

jd  q a ...  3 ,. 

^ o . /i\  ^ .h  ;3 


TJ 


d S, 

> 


-§  - 
q3 

CD 


.2  "O 

3 3 

B 2 o 


M -S 
M 3 
2 > 
a p 


° Q 
o 

“ ij- 

o > 


■g  ® “ “ 

O CD  d)  d) 

O'  ^ ....  i iji 

m 3 "O  ra 


P 1>  C 

^ ? P 

>.3  o 


2 § p 

■d2  D .Si 

3 3b 
S B 

P qd 


d < 


O 0 

K - 


0^ 

0 

£ 0 
^3 

O 


X r* 

2 o 2 o 
P-  c o 


c ^ 
c oK 
, o o 

T5  CO  CD  C 
0)  W •'- 

o jq  jq  g 
jp  ^ o 

^ '3  .B  33 

_ Pjq  S M g 
oos3a^oE^^ 
B3UE-q3  m D 0^3 


_C  O !>,„  ® p — 

3 g 3g  a o g K 

^Ooggp..QD. 

3 ^33  " _3 

o^ocq  >j.|^3o 
o i-Q  0 1>  ^ 0 T^  .0 

‘^O  d)^0^ 

o ® S o 0 ^ 


■^t£. 


B33  D ®dq-^ 

P P K.JP  g o 


0S 

.Si  c9 
b ^ 


gc 

tM 

•+.J 

a 

CD 

)h 

CD 

(D 

■*-. 

>s 

CD 

•+.J 

o 

42 

CO 

CD 

a 

ty 

c; 

o 


p , 


P K 


o O 

i'-gii 

S CO  0 

y £r  y,  6 CO 
P O i2  d 

““l-S 

•S'g  0 ^ § 

B o 3 3 
5 B .P  o a 
“ B P "K 
jQ  2 33  --^  B 
p -V  ® w .b 
m T)  l^-.o 

o ,0.  g p 

3 &§o  “ 

O .,-  w 

CO  0 0 T?  0 
E 75  n 

0 o^  ? 8 
.*.83  0" 
0 O ^ g.  ' 
2 *.  3 n 

.3  2 p 

•a  jq  ® tH 
0 m > 2 
g jq 
g *.  3 W *. 

O ^ •>-i  ^ 

p .S.J^  n 
g P P 
^ ® d'O 

-2  p 3 p 

33  5 q g 

< c pd  p £ 

o n 5-  u 

O T3  CO 


' ^3  bi:’  £'33  3 

^PDCJifePoP 


o p P p p 

> M 2 .S  bqj  ^ 

r\  M n 


Diti*  3 


O N b o ra  p 

2 23^ 

3 a § p o 
w 


' a 


33  j; 


^3 


' p 


O.o:^  8 B 

o tj 

^ > -p  p . 
b g P 

dqDi*.pt.,^uju. 

acbfc:.^3q*Jp 
g'Siagg  ^ - .-.33dq 

9 p p "-< 

• * R ^ *.-..501  I 


g >.0 

> *;  o "g 

^ q o_ 
p p 


•xs 
^ m 

5 ■« 
3 8 

6 ^ 
u O 

‘C.  PQ 


is 


Ph 


p 

CX  0 
M 


.23  CO 

.dr:  . -d  ^ ^ 

0 O n ^ E 
r;  0 ^ >h'^  ^ 

m -p  q 

B 03  0 
0 4q  ^ 3 


Pm 

q 3 

d di 


XI 

w R q 

0 6 0- 

o P .-*  ■ 

3 8 ^ B :b  " X ^ 
g ” .2  o o " p 2 

o >^n  g 

" r1  .B  M 33  p > 


X bi 

.•s  s 
B 3 
CO  I 

® c3 

X .« 

r!  *. 

3 ® 

*5  X 
o 

r%  « 


■q'>.pwxpoN 
S o ox  P PX3S 

&«  8 

p'p  § p B..^.  o'b"^ 

3 g i S o o|.B 


d E £ 


0 -d  1;  t! 

p d R O 
O q o ^ 


ft 

a 

w 


a 


to  p 

8 3 
.S3 

U 

:3  Q) 
^ Xi 


0 


Ti 


bS 

Q)  O 

> H-. 

0 CO 

D 
0 o 


0 oi  b 

0 315 

CO  '-^  '7*<  r1 

p o- p g 
^x33 
d o 

>-3 

^ x)  a 
D .B  B <u  o q 

||<  8 
d 

■d  o p .B 
q di  c 

o B 8 - a 

p >*  w o a 

.2  3 p qq  q 

£ 3 3 g ^ . 2 

X C - c n:  o 
^ .g  0 3 

TJ  6 OTJ 
o (D  0 d -C  O 

?r3 .2 ."  ^ a 

p O " g to 
•B  P 'tj,  Di  0 0 

o3  C' 


p X q 3 X o 

X d1  P m P X 

■s§t^»lg 

>,30  ®p  >- 
3 33  . 3 -g 

0 _0  CO  CTi  0 


n O.  P 
3 ax 
B a B 


p * 

q b 

o >- 
q P 
•B  a 
0 o . 
3 o "O 

ftp 
p 2 


B 

i ^ 


^X  Ox 
q 3 X 


X 


3 B 


0 TJ 

o d 


s p ^ 

> X 

c w'  O 'V 

E (1)  E-*  O 0 0 O 
O -*-•  TlJ  b>4  h-i 

,0  g d „ o o ^ 

bd  O ii:  ^ '*~‘  ■->-< 

_ P^.'ft^'g  o-S 
o^dS  2'0'S  S3  > 

r->  X r*  . 1 ^ /II 


a ^ 

S'  c 

:S  2 
> 


p 


d 


2 0 b 

G i_,  Qj 

£00 

p p q 


w 


s p S3 
> B ft 

„ D P 5 p* 
q w X o g 

n • - o 3 

S3  3.^  M 


0 ■£ 

ffl  _p  3 .»  a, 

X X 
q 
d 


p 


Ox 


o 

To 

o| 


B 

d 

H ?■  0 u 

r h O --Q  ^ 

^ H g .H  0 0 

o § ^-S-S 


0 . 


. . G O c^ 

^ O g O ^ 

ll|"s|6 

P 8,x  2 p ^ q 

5 g-  POP  'c; 
qpoxox^- 

o-S.^3  p DX  g 

^x  o 0-2  S g| 
a3x  3 p3  23 


a 
o 

o ai 

■3  s 

a 

> 0 

O 1-1 
H , 
0 

a D> 

■ft  8 
3 is 
>-1  C/1 

q fl 
fi  d 

0 S 

m 3 


Ph 


o 

d 

••>H 

o 

tp 

e 


2 0 q 

r*  o 

P 'X 

UJ  q 2 
q o 

ft  -ft^ 


CO 

d ^ 
iS  0 
> 

0 X 
> ^ 
•a^ 

D.  2 
G 

Id  X 

^5 


0 


0 
> 
o 
d ^ 

cc  ^ 

TJ  E 
0 0 

T3  Ph 
0 

0 y 
a g 

CO  5 


^■g 
S 2 

^ X 

CO  D 

(1 

0 - 
X .£ 
D 


CO  0) 

■"  X 

X 

g 

X c/i 
^ 0 

? 3 


X 

8 ^ 

a 6 

■o  8 
q 3 

d 


d 5 
8 8 
^ 0 


X 0 
o jd 

0 

1 ° 

_ a 

5 -2 

CO  T) 

8 G 

Gh  . f"! 


'g  o 


O d 


p 0 

R p 
'S  X 
> x 

X b 

Ch 

n ^ 
^ D 

0 CO 

2 o 

o . 

>-H  (—I 

0 O 

IX  p 
X 

p:  o 
0 0 
K 

>-  2 

X B 

X P 
p W 
X - 

0 B 

p d 
X Di 

R O 

S W 


0 X 

g ^ 

_0  X 
X 

— 0 
0-2 

p 8 


0 

T3  . 

g i 
s ^ 

u 

d ^ 

d 
d> 


s -S  g 

r 1 0 ^ 


0 

M « 


T3 


O fi 

3 S 3 

C^  0 

" ^ 3 
0 0 0 

X c 

X O X 

o o 

p S 3 

S R ^ 


a X 

o -g  S3 

Q « 0 

m 8'  ^ 

^ ° Iff* 

■b  X ^ 
X t/3 
OT  X 


O „r 

t*N 

0 

-£3 


r2 
0 ^ 
di  ® 
u K 

o 

0 

o 


0 


0 


i - 

8 p 

8>  3 >^ 
o "0  X 
a R g 

§ - ^ 
^ U 


X 

w 

t-l 

O T^ 
^ G 


o g 

CO  O 


R O 


Sh 

0 

X 

"0 

CO 

yens 

X-H 

X 

0 

Cn 

0 

X 

d 

X 

w 

c 

0 

E 

0 

co" 

f~l 

a 

0 

CO* 

TI 

>-l 

■2, 

X 

0 

TI 

_0 

0 

t-. 

d 

0 

ui 

X 

f~, 

0 

X 

a 

0 

'a 

CO 

0 

E 

"a 

CO 

0 

0 

d 

2 

CO 

s 

TI 

d 

X 

"w 

E 

'3 

X 

a 

CO 


R 

2 ^ 
X o 


0 
>> 
O 
U 

0 

3 ^ 

" X q 


a b 

O 8 

" ^ 
G " 

_®  o 

C!3  qJ 

X S 


u 


ORdR® 

^ s o p 8 

S p >-3  “ 
D > 2 0 *. 
D1O  S X P 
d B R P 

p 2 3 X 

X R p p ° 

O g.3 

X 

*-  p 
b cn3 

PR 

CO  ’u  .S 

6x30  8 

^ d 

P R “ g-'8 

X -6  " q 2 

q X p " ^ 

B R p £ X 

'=>3^2' 

— ' g CO  d 
0 T5  E G O 
g § O P3 
R o Di 
Bi-S 

pogis*- 
■ B 8 2 - 

0 -I4  o CO  J, 

d 0 0 CO 
W 1>  CO  ’{-,  0 

P I ^ 8 " 

G to  Q ^ ^ 
tjl  ? 0 
O CO  0 > 
n:5  0 G 0 


X >^  \ 


I X 


B 3 2 ”b  £ p 

S B B p 3 

2 q > o 

? X m O 


S 3 >- 


•b  R 
d o 
X P 

o 


p 

R.  !>  " > 

^30 

R C tn^ 

0 ^ P Q 

R 3 ft  R X 41; 
ggPoBa.,-" 

ao  2'-  2 g 

o,  G 0 -£  o 


D . 

ft  X 

E S 
o o 

O 0 


G ' 

O g 
0 

'TJ  T3 
d c 


G C 
0 D 


0 di  0 <D 

o-<3  3 
■d  . 3 p 

^ T-J  £ 
0^0 

E O) 

0 r 

•B  X 3 

3 


d 


0 X D 


>'-X 
■ d 


q 

^ ft- 
o 


p 


X 

d) 


ft 
D . 
o 
p 

a X 
D ; 


R B o 

o P 
0 ^ 'X  O X 

go'ox'^x 
o ,.x  d .“  q 


X 

d 


p 


D 

X 


3 g. 
ft  ft 
0 . 
G 

E <D 


d ' 

X R 3 

3 0 d 
■R  aa 
5 0 
rRX  ^ 

; O O 
0 

I , 7d  *~~' 
• tn  X 

: D^CU  o 

r 

-■q  I B 

X J,  B 

' q.  o o 


D 


D1  m Ij  B q R 

q ^ oO 
q di  o X 
o o q 

>.X  P 


ft  P 
X 


D q 


p >-  q 
q "a  8 ” 

s a « o 

Iro" 

J-.  O -^  '- 
0^0 

ft-  a S3 

. X < ° 

^ q B 
3 o til  X 
“ di3  B 
p 3 2 
3 3^8 

D 0 ^ 
p p 

3 0 p 3 

> ■>..  X K 

•ft  p — 

o < p 2 
R '"3 

. p 

U 3,  P 0 

2o3^ 

g > ft  2 
8 d B 3 


I- 
^ & 
0 

^ c 

O (1) 
qS 

b ® 
0 

H M 
3 Bi 
E-<  Bt 


Id 


d 

CO 

0 

d: 

0 0 
G u 
d £ 
^ X 

o ^ 
u o 

CO  u 

O G2 
X 0 
C/D 

'o 

O 0) 

d 

X 


fQ 


CO 


0 
o 

» d 
o d 
« X 
. d 

-SK 
O , 


0 

^ b* 

d 0 

01  0 

£3  ^ 
O X 

0 o 

o 

d , 

tn  01 
0 fl 

ca  o 


&» 

■•"H 

c 

TD 


*H  tjl 

O d 


BOXOmCE  : : September  2,  1939 


95 


2.xploitlpi 


SUGGESTIONS 


SELLING  THE  PICTURE 
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BOXOFFICE 


September  2,  1939 


"WIZARD  OF  OZ"  CHALKS  DP  RECORD  GROSSES 


CHARLOTTE 


Broadway — Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 90 

Carolina — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M) 100 

Imperial — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox), 

1st  half  110 

Imperial — Four  Feathers  (UA),  2nd  half 110 

State — Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  110 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Our  Leading:  Citizen  (Para) 90 

Chicago — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 
plus  stage  show,  picture  moved  to  Apollo 

for  3rd  loop  wk 110 

(darrick — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  3rd  loop  wk,  90 
Oriental — Maisie  (M-G-M);  Tarzan  Finds  a 
Son!  (M-G-M),  both  2nd  loop  wk.,  stage 

show  90 

Palace — I Stole  a Million  (Univ),  plus  stage 

show  100 

Roosevelt — Winter  Carnival  (UA)  85 

State-Lake — Five  Came  Back  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  95 

Ihiited  Artists — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M), 
moved  to  Garrick  for  3rd  loop  wk 90 


CINCINNATI 


Albee — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

held  130 

Capitol — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .110 

Keith's— Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  100 

Lyric — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  2nd  wk 120 

Palace — W'hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  held..  130 

Shubert — These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) 110 


CLEVELAND 


Allen — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  4th  wk., 

7 days 175 

Hippodrome — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

Fox),  9 days  150 

Palace — Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col),  7 days....  85 

State — The  Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  135 

Stillman — Four  Feathers  (UA).  2nd  wk 120 


DALLAS 


Capitol — The  Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO),  1st 

half  90 

Capitol — Undercover  Doctor  (Para),  2nd  half.  . 85 
Majestic — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox) . 120 

Palace — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox)  130 

Rialto — Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col) 100 

Tower — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 


DENVER 


Aladdin~Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  after  a wk. 

at  the  Denver  100 

Broadway — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  They  All 
Come  Out  (M-G-M),  dual,  following  a wk. 

at  the  Orpheum  120 

Denham — Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 75 

Denver — Stanley  and  Diving-stone  (20th-Fox) . . . 120 

Orpheum — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M);  Five  Times 

Five  (RKO)  150 

Paramount — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB) ; Man  Who 

Dared  (FN)  115 

Rialto — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk. 
each  at  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Code  of 
the  Secret  Service  (FN)  115 


DETROIT 

Adams — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 
after  wk.  at  the  Fox;  Woman  Is  the  Judge 


(Col)  100 

Fox — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) ; They 

Made  Her  a Spy  (RKO)  99 

Michigan — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN) ; Night 

Work  (Para)  110 

Palms  State — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) ; 
Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  100 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — In  Old  Caliente  (Rep) ; Mickey  the 

Kid  (Rep)  75 

.A-pollo — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 
Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  move- 

over  from  Circle  90 

Circle — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) ; Naughty 

But  Nice  (WB)  120 

Loew's — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M) ; Blondie 

Takes  a Vacation  (Col)  250 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  hold- 


over   95 

Midland — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  150 

Newman — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para)  100 

Orpheum — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  Saint  in 

London  (RKO),  held  over  140 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  90 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

Wizard  of  Oz  idua!) — Cleveland. ...250 
When  Tomorrow  Comes  (dual)  — 


Los  Angeles  200 

Wizard  of  Oz — Los  Angeles, 

Portland  200 

Bachelor  Mother — Cleveland 175 

Wizard  OF  Oz  (dual) — -Omaha 165 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (dual) — Port- 
land   150 

Four  Feathers — Los  Angeles 

(2nd  wk.)  150 

Stanley  and  Livingstone — Cleve- 
land   150 

Wizard  of  Oz — Kansas  City, 

Denver,  New  Orleans 150 

Bachelor  Mother  (dual) — Kan- 
sas City 140 

Lady  of  the  Tropics — Oklahoma 
City  140 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Bachelor  Mother,  4th  wk..  Cleveland; 

3i'd  wk.,  Seattle. 


Eac'h  DaAvii  I Die,  3rd  loop  wk..  Chicago. 

Fady  of  the  Tropics,  3rd  wk.,  Salt  Lake 
City. 

The  Mikado,  3rd  wk..  Minneai'iolis. 


LOS  ANGELES 


Chinese — The  Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  200 

Downtown — They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA); 

Cowboy  (Juiirterbaek  (FN)  100 

Four  Star — Four  Feathers  (UA),  2nd  wk 150 

Hill.street — IVhen  Tomorrow  Comes  (RKO); 

Unexpected  Father  (Univ)  200 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  Uio 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  200 

Paramount — island  of  Lost  Men  (Para);  Night 

Work  (Para)  35 

State — Same  as  Chinese  150 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  ; Blondie 


Takes  a Vacation  (Col)  120 

Riverside — She  Married  a Cop  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  110 

Strand — Four  Feathers  (UA);  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  100 

Warner — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ); 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN)  110 

Wiscons'n — Stanle.v  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 
Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox)  125 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Aster— -Behind  Prison  Bars  (Col);  Saint  in 

London  (RKO)  90 

Century — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para)  80 

Gopher — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB)  100 

Minnesota — Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown  (Mono), 

plus  stage  show  100 

Orpheum — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show.  Paul  Whiteman  150 

State — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox) . . . . 125 
World— The  Mikado  (Univ),  3rd  wk 100 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — I acl.y  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M);  Mir- 
acles for  Sale  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk 85 


Loew-Poli — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 
Fox);  Charlie  Chan  in  Keno  (20th-Fox), 

moved  to  College  for  2nd  wk 105 

Paramount — The  Forgotten  Woman  (Univ) ; 

Night  Work  (Para)  50 

Roger  Sherman — IVhen  Tomorrow  Comes 

(Univ);  Indianapolis  Speedwa.v  (WB)  130 


NEW  ORLEANS 


.'enter — Hose  of  Washington  Square  (20th- 

Fox)  90 

Globe — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 90 

I iberty — Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  85 

Orpheum — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ) 100 

^'-aenger — Stanley  and  Living-.stone  ( 20th-Fox)  . . 125 

State-Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  150 

Tudor — Ihiexpected  Father  (Univ),  2nd  run...  80 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criter  on — When  Tomorrow  t'oines  (Univ)  ....  80 
Liberty — 0,000  Fnemies  (M-G-M) ; C^>wl>oj 

(hiarterbaek  (FN),  4 days  75 

Liberty — I nder<‘over  Doctor  (Para) ; Timber 

vStampede  (RKO),  3 days  90 

Midwest — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M)  ....140 

Plaza — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para),  moveover  80 
State — Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep);  Reforma- 
tory (Mono).  3 days  95 

State — Woman  Doctor  (Col);  King-  of  the 

Turf  (UA).  4 days  115 

Tower — Man  in  the  Iron  Maslc  (UA).  move- 

over  ?5 


OMAHA 


Brandeis — The  Sun  Never  Sets  (Univ)  ; I Stole 

a Million  (Univ)  120 

Omaha — The  Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M);  Torchy 

Runs  for  Mayor  (WB)  165 

Orpheum — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M); 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  120 


PHILADELPIilA 


Boyd — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  125 

Earle — Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 110 

Fox— Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  plus  John 

Boles  on  stage  90 

Karlton — Each  Dawn  1 Die  (FN)  100 

Stanley — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 90 

Stanton — Four  Feathers  (UA).  2nd  run 100 


PITTSBURGH 


Alvin- — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox)  110 

Penn — Four  Feathers  (UA)  115 

Stanley — Each  Dawn  1 Die  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 

Warner — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA), 

2nd  d.t.  wk HO 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Each  Dawn  1 Die  (FN);  The 


Hobby  Family  (FN)  150 

Mayl'air — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ); 

Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Orpheum — Coast  Guard  (Col);  Parents  on 

Trial  (Col)  109 

Paramount — Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB);  Million 

Dollar  Legs  (Para)  100 

United  Artists — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  200 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Missing  Daughters  (Col);  Mutiny  on 


the  Bounty  (M-G-M),  2nd  run  105 

Centre — Mizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  115 

Paramount — Closed  for  summer. 

Roxy— Mad  Youth  (SR);  Meet  the  Girls  (20th- 

Fox),  plus  stage  show  105 

Studio — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk..l05 
Utah — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  Magnificent 

Fraufl  (Para)  115 

Victory — Closed  for  summer. 


SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Bachelor  Mother  (I-tKO);  On  Bor- 


rowed Time  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 100 

Fifth  Avenue — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  130 

Liberty — Eagle  and  the  Hawk  (Para),  reissue; 

Five  Little  Peppers  (Col)  90 

Music  Box — »Stolen  Life  (Para)  90 

Orpheum — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para);  Mil- 
lion Dollar  Legs  (Para)  100 

Palomar — Y"ou  Can’t  Get  Away  with  Murder 
(FN);  Girl  From  Rio  (Mono),  plus  stage 

show  85 

Paramount — Stanley  and  Livingstone  ( 20th - 

Fox);  House  of  Fear  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 
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Columbia 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

V/e  could  have  played  this  two  nights  as 
the  aeries  is  catching  on.  We  packed  them 
in  and  the  show  pleased.  Baby  Dumpling 
and  Daisy  (the  pooch)  worth  the  admission 
price.  Hope  Columbia  doesn't  spoil  the 
series  with  poor  stories.  Sun.  Weather; 
Rainy.  Admission:  30-15.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity  250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Thea- 
tre, Bethel,  Vt. 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

This  one  played  to  average  business.  Good 
comedy,  but  picture  not  big  enough  to  bring 
them  in.  Joan  Blondell  always  pleases  with 
her  cute  ways.  Melvyn  Douglas  good  as 
usual.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot.  Admis- 
sion: 30-15.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250.  — G.  B. 
Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

Airplane  story  which  means  indifferent  ap- 
peal to  feminine  patronage.  Did  not  do  busi- 
ness expected.  Picture  was  excellent  how- 
ever, but  N.  G.  for  me  on  Sun. -Mon.  date. 
Admission:  15-10.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation. 2,600.  Capacity:  300. — J.  W.  Crabtree, 
Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

First  National 

Heart  of  the  North 

A good  action  picture  in  which  the  little 
girl  steals  the  show.  The  color  shots  in  the 
North  Country  are  very  nice.  Admission: 
40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage.  Population: 
700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wick- 
enburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips 

This  picture  was  a little  disappointing  from 
the  gross  side,  but  was  a beautifully  acted 
and  directed  picture  that  only  missed  here 
by  its  lack  of  action.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Hot.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural  small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250. — 
G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

Honolulu 

Pleasing  picture  and  liked  by  many  for 
Eleanor  Powell's  dancing.  Drew  very  well 
for  three  days.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues,.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
2,500.  Capacity:  500.— W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi- 
V/ay  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

Ice  Follies  of  1939 

I juggled  this  one  around,  setting  it  in  and 
taking  it  out  until  at  last  I gave  it  to  them 
on  Bank  Night  and  I still  say  it  was  Bank 
Night  and  not  the  picture  that  put  the  busi- 
ness in  my  theatre.  Those  who  said  anything 
said  it  was  good,  but  the  masses  kept  quiet. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Moderate.  General 
patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capacity: 
486. — A.  E.  Andrews,,  Emporium  Theatre,  Em- 
porium, Pa. 

It's  a Wonderful  World 

This  picture  was  swell  entertainment  for 
anybody's  money,  but  Colbert  didn't  draw 
too  well  for  us.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Hot. 
Admission;  30-15.  Rural  small  town  patron- 


Now Alphabetically 
By  Companies 

To  accommodate  numerous  exhibi- 
tors who  have  suggested  the  change, 
“The  Exhibitor  Has  His  Say"  depart- 
ment has  been  revised  to  arrange  titles 
of  pictures  according  to  distributing 
companies.  The  titles  appear  in  alpha- 
betical order  under  the  proper  com- 
pany headings. 


age.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250. — 
G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

Lady  of  the  Tropics 

Without  question  M-G-M  has  created  an 
attractive  screen  personality  out  of  Hedy 
Lamarr  as  well  as  a boxoffice  star.  This 
pix  well  done  and  audience  ate  it  up.  Above 
average  at  boxoffice.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosr 
mopolitan  patronage.  Population:  700.  Ca- 
pacity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Lucky  Night 

“Class''  stars  in  a program  picture.  O.  K. 
for  bargain  or  cash  night.  Fairly  good  com- 
edy. Robert  Taylor  rather  let  down  from 
the  feminine  "glamour  pedestal''  in  this. 
Picture  will  please,  but  will  be  forgotten  be- 
fore morning.  Admission:  25-15.  General 
patronage.  Population:  2,600.  Capacity:  300. 
— J.  W,  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre,  Clar- 
endon, Ark. 

Maisie 

Did  better  than  average  business  with  this. 
It  is  good  entertainment  and  received  good 
comment  by  those  who  like  snappy  dialogue. 
Perfect  vote  for  Ann  Sothern.  Robert  Young 
always  good.  Sun.  Weather:  Hot.  Admis- 
sion: 30-15.  Small  town  and  rural  patron- 
age. Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250. — G. 
B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

Sergeant  Madden 

Did  Wed.,  Thurs.  business  without  loss, 
which  is  unusual.  Alan  Curtis  does  a good 
job  as  headstrong  son.  Laraine  Day  and 
Tom  Brown  miscast.  Picture  draws  on  the 
strength  of  Beery's  past  performances.  Just 
a programmer.  Admission:  25-10.  Popula- 
tion: 2,600.  Capacity:  300. — J.  W.  Crabtree, 
Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

Society  Lawyer 

Just  a program  picture  which  got  by  on 
bargain  night.  Tues.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Frei- 
burger,  Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

Stand  Up  and  Fight 

A good  picture.  Played  on  double  bill  dur- 
ing our  celebration  to  poor  business.  Sun. 
Weather:  Windy.  Admission:  35-15.  General 
farm  patronage.  Population:  600.  Capacity: 
286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne 
Wells,  Colo. 

Tcrzan  Finds  a Sonl 

Was  almost  afraid  to  book  this  one  after 
playing  a 20th-Fox  release  titled  “Tarzan's 


Revenge."  But  our  audience  must  have  for- 
gotten as  we  packed  them  in  with  this  one. 
The  “son"  steals  the  show.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission;  30-15.  Rural  small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capa- 
city: 250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre, 
Bethel,  Vt. 

Paramount 

Boy  Trouble 

Good  litle  program  show  to  poor  business. 
Well  liked  by  those  who  came.  Fine  for 
weekend  or  family  night.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 950.  Capacity:  250. — Don  Eloxham,  Pal- 
ace Theatre,  Exira,  la. 

Invitation  to  Happiness 

A good  picture  spoiled  by  a lousy  trailer. 
Love  interest  played  up  and  action  left  out  of 
trailer  helped  to  put  this  one  down  on  our 
books  as  only  a little  above  average  busi- 
ness. Irene  Dunne  losing  draw  here.  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-15. 
Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250.  — G.  B. 
Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

Lady's  From  Kentucky 

Only  fair  entertainment.  Below  average 
at  boxoffice.  Good  story  idea  and  good  cast, 
but  looks  as  if  direction  and  cutting  were 
not  given  any  painstaking  attention.  Ad- 
mission: 40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population;  700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

Say  It  in  French 

Not  worth  the  money.  Stay  away  from  it 
exhibitors.  Fri.,  Sat.  Admission:  20-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  450.  Capacity: 
250. — H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo, 
Kas. 

Union  Pacific 

One  good  show.  Played  late,  but  had  fair 
attendance.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  450.  Ca- 
pacity; 250. — H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre,  Gen- 
eseo, Kas. 

RKO  Radio 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle 

Excellent  picture  to  very  poor  business. 
Music  is  grand  and  appeals  to  both  old  and 
young.  Not  a small  town  show  as  they  don't 
seem  to  know  who  the  Castles  were.  Sun., 
Mon.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  950.  Capacity:  250. — Don  Blox- 
ham.  Palace  Theatre,  Exira,  la. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Arizona  Wildcat 

This  was  a natural  for  us  in  this  state. 
Jane  Withers,  is  certainly  holding  up  her  end 
in  the  pictures  they  put  her  in.  Believe  they 
would  do  well  to  try  her  soon  in  something 
bigger.  Too  many  of  what  she  is  doing  now 
may  develop  her  into  a type  and  spoil  her 
future.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  pat- 
ronage. Population;  700.  Capacity:  263. — 
E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Boy  Friend 

Satisfactory  program  picture.  Picture  drew 
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up  to  average  and  audience  seemed  to  en- 
joy it.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 900.  Capacity:  175. — Walter  J.  Buch- 
holtz,  New  Haven  Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Boy  Friend 

One  swell  show.  Jane  always  good  here. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  450.  Capacity:  250. — 
H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo,  Kas. 

Everybody's  Baby 

Best  of  the  family  series.  Fox  pictures  al- 
way  good.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  20-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  450.  Capa- 
city: 250. — H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo, 
Kas. 

Frontier  Marshal 

Seldom  does  one  get  an  ideal  program, 
but  this  with  shorts,  "Muscle  Maulers"  and 
"Frame  Up,"  all  from  Fox  good.  "Frontier 
Marshal"  above  the  average.  Business  would 
have  been  better  had  I put  out  additional 
advertising  and  my  endorsement  as  an  ex- 
ceptional good  show.  Population:  400.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — Baker  Theatre,  Macclenny,  Fla. 

Gorilla,  The 

Did  O.  K.  for  me.  Dandy  bargain  night 
picture,  especially  for  the  kids.  Plenty  of 
action  and  comedy.  However,  think  the  Ritz 
Bros,  cut  attendance  some,  as  have  a lot  of 
patrons  who  refuse  to  see  them  irrespective 
of  picture  quality.  Admission:  15-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  2,600.  Capa- 
city: 300. — J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Clarendon,  Ark. 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

Not  so  "hot."  Just  one  of  those  things 
thrown  together  and  called  a picture.  Thus 
may  get  by  in  none-too-critical  spots,  but 
don't  brag  it  up  too  much.  Too  much  drink- 
ing, which  is  necessary  for  development  of 
plot,  makes  it  unsuitable  for  children.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  900.  Ca- 
pacity: 175. — Walter  Buchholtz,  New  Haven 
Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Little  Princess 

Shirley's  best  picture  for  the  past  two  sea- 
sons. Not  the  boxoffice  draw  she  once  was, 
but  still  popular  with  the  kids.  In  the  end 
the  producer  and  public  will  have  to  wait  for 
her  to  grow  up.  I think  that  time  is,  here  now 
or  fast  approaching.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Warm.  General  patronage.  Population:  3,000. 
Capacity:  486. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium 
Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 

Second  Fiddle 

Sonja  Henie's  sweet  wholesome  manner 
seems  to  appeal  to  the  men  as  she  draws 
them  out  for  us.  Did  top  business  and  the 
picture  rated  it,  as  it  was  a fine  piece  of  en- 
tertainment. Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot. 
Admission:  30-15.  Rural  small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250. — G. 
B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

Three  Musketeers 

This  would  have  been  a pretty  good  Ritz 
Bros,  vehicle  if  the  ending  had  any  punch. 
As  it  is  it  turns  out  to  be  a sort  of  a fizzle. 
N.  G.  at  boxoffice.  Admission:  40-10.  Cos- 
mopolitan patronage.  Population:  700.  Ca- 
pacity: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Wife,  Husband  and  Friend 

Well,  it  was,  alright  until  Loretta  Young 
and  Ronald  Colman  have  their  fight  and  he 


leaves  her.  At  that  point  the  picture  changes 
in  tempo  from  a comedy  with  promise  of 
fun  to  an  over-acted  drama  on  the  part  of 
Loretta  and  the  result  is  the  spoiling  of  a 
swell  opportunity.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmo- 
politan patronage.  Population:  700.  Capa- 
city: 263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way 
Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

We  were  afraid  of  this  one  after  reading 
trade  paper  reports  of  poor  business,  but  it 
nearly  did  twice  our  usual  biz  on  it.  Great 
show.  Audience  applauded  at  end.  Only 
fault  was  the  background  music.  Audience 
comment  was  gratifying.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
V/eather:  Warm.  Admission:  30-15.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel 
Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt. 

United  Artists 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
Played  this  feature  late,  but  did  fairly  good 
business.  Gary  Cooper's  acting  not  quite  up 
to  usual,  but  audience  accepted  feature  fav- 
orably. Book  it,  if  you  haven't  played  it. 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  900.  Ca- 
pacity: 175. — W^alter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven 
Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Made  for  Each  Other 

Rather  sentimental  in  spots,  but  a swell 
show.  Give  it  your  bes,t  dates  and  put  your 
best  efforts  behind  it.  It's  worth  it.  Business 
a little  under  usual  Saturday-Sunday  attend- 
ance. Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  900.  Ca- 
pacity: 175. — Walter  J.  Buchholtz,  New  Haven 
Theatre,  New  Haven,  Mo. 

Winter  Carnival 

If  we  weren't  located  near  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege this  mediocre  picture  would  have  flop- 


ped for  us.  Thin  story  and  amateurish  act- 
ing or  poor  direction  was  chief  fault  (as  if 
that  isn't  enough).  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Hot.  Admission:  30-15.  Small  town  and  ru- 
ral patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity: 
250. — G.  B.  Woodbury,  Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel, 
Vt. 

Zenobin 

This  one  didn't  get  much  from  trade  papers, 
but  it  seemed  to  please  those  who  came  look- 
ing for  a laugh.  It  didn't  break  any  house 
record.  Sun.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  30- 
15.  Rural  small  town  business.  Population: 
1,500.  Capacity:  250.  — G.  B.  Woodbury, 
Bethel  Theatre,  Bethel,  Vt, 

Universal 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

We  liked  it  very  well,  but  we  could  not 
decoy  any  cash  customers  up  to  the  boxof- 
fice. Too  bad  Durbin-Koster-Pasternak 
don't  belong  to  some  other  company.  Ad- 
mission: 40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

Warner  Bros. 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal 

John  Garfield  coming  to  the  top  fast.  Well 
liked  picture.  Dead  End  Kids  okay,  on  dou- 
ble bill.  Sun.  Weather:  Windy.  Admis- 
sion: 35-15.  General  farm  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer, 
Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

Wings  of  the  Navy 

A good  aviation  picture.  George  Brent 
is  plenty  good.  Did  good  business  third  day 
of  a three  day  celebration.  Tues.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  35-15.  General  farm  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600.  Capacity:  286. — 
H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells, 
Colo. 
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Radio  Contest  Plugs 
"Wizard  of  Oz" 

Oklahoma  City — Promotion  of  the  “Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  through  a radio  contest  fea- 
tured presentation  of  the  film  at  the  Cri- 
terion here  as  well  as  Griffith  Amusement 
Co.  houses  in  Guthrie,  El  Reno,  Chicka- 
sha  and  Norman. 

With  the  cooperation  of  E.  B.  Coleman, 
M-G  M publicity  man,  20  books  of  the 
“Wizard  of  Oz”  retailing  at  $1.19  each 
were  purchased  and  sent  to  Hollywood  for 
autographs  by  members  of  the  “Oz”  cast. 

These  were  then  offered  by  Ernest  Fair 
over  his  daily  15-minute  radio  program 
on  KOCY  for  best  letters  on  “Do  you 
want  more  pictures  like  the  ‘Wizard  of 
Oz,’  and  why?”  with  a number  of  the 
books  guaranteed  for  each  of  the  above 
named  towns.  Passes  to  theatres  in  each 
of  the  towns  were  set  up  as  additional 
prizes. 

Fair  began  talking  about  the  picture 
the  day  after  he  saw  a screening.  In 
each  of  the  nine  broadcasts  before  its 
local  opening  he  presented  facts  behind 
the  production  and  descriptions  of  its  out- 
standing scenes. 

It  is  the  first  picture  so  far  this  year 
that  the  radio  commentator  has  boosted 
with  this  amount  of  advance  buildup,  as 
well  as  so  extensive  a contest. 


Midget  Personal  Appearances 
Ballyhoo  M-G-M  Film 

Louisville,  Ky.  — Loew’s  of  Louisville 
plugged  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  by  bringing 
Arnold  Vierling,  20-year  old  Seymour,  Ind., 
midget  and  member  of  the  film  cast,  into 
town  for  street  and  newspaper  ballyhoo. 

Attired  in  bright  red  costume,  Vierling 
made  the  rounds  in  downtown  Louisville, 
conspicuously  carrying  a brightly-covered 
copy  of  the  book,  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  with 
him. 

The  newspapers  liked  the  idea,  too,  and 
from  a news  standpoint,  The  Courier- 
Journal  used  a two-column  cut  of  the 
midget,  with  the  book  cover  showing  up. 

Loew’s  planned  to  use  the  same  stunt 
in  Indianapolis. 


"Bell"  Phone  Tie — 

One  of  the  many  window  displays 
secured  by  Mack  McCarty,  advertis- 
ing majiager  of  the  Mailers  Bluff  ton 
Theatre  at  Bluffton,  Bid.,  on  “The 
Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell.”  Ad- 
ditionally, the  local  newspaper  ran 
material  on  the  front  page  in  con- 
sideration for  a ten  per  cent  admission 
reduction  to  readers  who  had  been 
subscribers  for  a year  or  more.  “In 
our  nine  years  in  this  town,”  says 
McCarty,  “this  is  the  first  time  we  ever 
were  able  to  get  any  free  publicity 
from  the  newspaper.” 


Baby  Banquet  Gets  Plugs 
For  "Bachelor  Mother" 

Milwaukee — Harry  MacDonald,  mana- 
ger of  the  Warner  Theatre  here,  secured 
first-class  publicity  in  all  local  dailies  as 
a result  of  his  banquet  for  7-month-old 
boys  held  at  the  Schroeder  Hotel  here  to 
plug  “Bachelor  Mother,”  playing  the  house. 

Some  50  babies,  properly  chaperoned, 
turned  out  for  the  “stag,”  which  included 
toys,  favors  and  a special  gift  to  one  of 
the  kids  possessing  a lucky  number. 


Blow  Up  Letter  by  Horner 
Complimenting  "Citizen" 

Chicago — Blowups  of  a letter  from  Illi- 
nois’ Gov.  Henry  Horner  complimenting 
Paramount’s  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  were 
used  in  all  loop  theatres  of  B&K  as  the 
picture  played  its  first-run  at  the  Apollo. 

Comments  by  Horner  on  the  picture; 

“Paramount  Pictures  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  its  splendid  production  of  ‘Our 
Leading  Citizen.’  This  film  is  a powerful 
and  stirring  drama  which  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  preserving  the  fundamentals 
and  ideals  of  our  American  way  of  living. 

“In  a vivid  manner,  it  demonstrates 
that  America  can  succeed  only  so  long 
as  capital  and  labor  work  together.  Bob 
Burns,  as  ‘Our  Leading  Citizen,’  plays  the 
greatest  role  in  his  career.  His  ideals, 
homespun  philosophy  of  living  and  prin- 
ciples of  government  are  not  unlike  those 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

“This  picture  should  be  seen  by  every 
citizen  in  the  state  of  Illinois.” 


Driving  Tieup  EHected 
By  Butteriield  Chain 

Detroit — A unique  tieup  with  police  de- 
partments of  some  two  dozen  cities  in 
Michigan'  was  made  by  the  Butterfield 
circuit,  in  the  form  of  a “Courteous  Driv- 
ing Campaign.”  Newspaper  publicity  was 
excellent,  with  photos  of  winning  drivers 
used  in  several  cases. 

Here  is  the  way  the  campaign  was 
worked : 

Thirty  officers  were  given  ten  citations 
(a  total  of  300 i and  were  instructed  to 
distribute  them  to  drivers  performing  some 
special  act  of  courtesy. 

An  original  copy  of  the  citation  good  for 
an  admission  to  a Butterfield  theatre  for 
one  week,  was  given  to  each  driver  cited. 


Latest  News  Service 

Portland,  Me. — A news  bulletin  box 
handling  70  slide  flashes,  working  similar 
to  a Trans-Lux  screen,  was  installed  in 
front  of  the  State  Theatre  here  to  report 
up-to-the-minute  foreign  and  home  news. 
Occasional  screen  plugs  were  run  between 
news  flashes. 


Parade  for  "Man  About  Town"— 

A traffic-stopping  stunt  was  this  parade  featuring  12  Chevrolet  cars  for 
“Man  About  Town”  at  the  Capitol  Theatre  in  Victoria,  B.  C.,  Canada. 
Martin  Cave,  acting  theatre  manager  who  arranged  the  tieup,  was  the 
driver  of  the  first  car. 


Clever  Ad  Copy  for 
"Leading  Citizen" 

La  Crosse,  Wis.  — The  Hollywood 
Theatre  here  plugged  "Our  Leading 
Citizen"  in  a clever  newspaper  adver- 
tisement featuring  the  pictures  of  Bob 
Burns  and  John  C.  Bums,  local  produce 
merchant,  captioned:  "Speaking  as  one 
Burns  to  another,  your  latest  role  as 
the  small  town  lawyer  in  Paramount's 
new  movie — Our  Leading  Citizen — is 
the  best  yet!" 
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"Carnival"  Salesladies — 

One  0/  the  stunts  used  by  Art  Catlin, 
United  Artists  exploiteer,  to  sell  “Win- 
ter Carnival”  at  the  B&K  Roosevelt 
Theatre.  The  two  girls,  dressed  as 
skiiers,  covered  the  entire  Chicago  loop 
district  for  two  days,  carrying  copy 
shown. 


Heralds  From  Air 

Harrisonburg,  Va. — Heralds  with  lucky 
numbers  were  distributed  over  ten  county 
towns  as  well  as  Harrisonburg  by  air- 
planes to  advertise  “Only  Angels  Have 
Wings”  at  the  State  Theatre.  The  cam- 
paign, arranged  by  Jack  W.  Fretwell,  man- 
ager, received  cooperation  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  local  newspapers. 


Ice  Stunt  for  "Tropics" 

Boston — Joe  DiPesa,  Loew’s  publicist, 
used  ice  to  put  over  the  hot  angle  on 
“Lady  of  the  Tropics.”  Stills  of  Hedy 
Lamarr  and  Robert  Taylor  were  frozen 
in  ten  cakes  of  ice  and  spotted  in  well- 
traveled  areas.  The  on-lookers  obtain- 
ing the  pictures  were  admitted  to  exchange 
them  for  ducats. 


Selling  "Unmarried" 

Chicago — A “whispering  campaign”  was 
conducted  for  “Unmarried”  at  the  Cosmo 
Theatre.  The  following  copy  was  used  in 
newspaper  ads:  “Haven’t  you  heard?  . . . 
It’s  all  over  town.  They  are  unmarried. 
Yeh!  . . . Everybody  is  talking  about  it 
now  at  the  Cosmo.” 


Old  Baby  Carriages 

Salt  Lake  City — Antique  baby  carriages 
were  on  display  in  the  lobby  of  the  Utah 
Theatre  to  plug  “Unexpected  Father.”  The 
carriages,  some  as  old  as  88  years,  carried 
brief  records  and  attracted  much  interest. 


Baby  Chick  Contest 

Cleveland — A baby  chick  guessing  con- 
test featured  exploitation  for  “Bachelor 
Mother”  at  the  Hippodrome  here.  Display 
was  in  the  May  Co.  window. 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


Breaking  the  News 

Paramount  (Paragraphics)  10  Mins. 

How  Madison  Square  Garden  rates  as 
the  sports  center  of  the  world  is  effec- 
tively described  by  Ted  Husing.  It  opens 
with  scenes  of  a horse  show,  then  shifts 
quickly  to  an  ice  carnival  where  skiiers 
leap  off  slides  with  artificial  snow.  One 
night  there  may  be  a rodeo,  political  rally, 
dance  contest,  theatrical  event  or  circus. 
Following  a night  of  boxing,  ice  hockey  will 
take  place  with  a six-day  bike  race,  indoor 
tennis,  track,  softball  and  basketball  oc- 
curring in  whatever  order  they  come. 
Prominent  personalities  grace  the  clips 
which  should  make  interesting  program 
fare. 


Sweet  Moments 

Paramount  (Headliner)  11  Mins. 

Russ  Morgan  and  his  sliding  trombone 
introduce  four  new  songs  especially  writ- 
ten for  this  short.  They  are  “Old  Heart 
of  Mine,”  “Holiday  in  Toyland,”  “Am  I 
Proud”  and  “Sweet  Moments.”  Carolyn 
Clarke  is  the  most  effective  vocalist,  scor- 
ing very  nicely  with  her  rendition  of  “Am 
I Proud.”  Outstanding  in  the  short  are 
the  lighting  and  arrangement  of  the  or- 
chestra. Here  Director  Leslie  Roush  takes 
a bow  for  being  imaginative  and  George 
Webber  for  some  magnificent  photography. 


Hydro-Maniacs 

Paramount  (Rice  Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

They  grow  all  kinds  of  nuts  in  Florida 
and  this  is  an  example  of  the  zaniest.  A 
group  of  hydro-maniacs,  or  men  who  race 
outboard  motors,  give  a furious  and  excit- 
ing performance.  Usually  this  type  of  race 
is  conducted  along  a water  course,  but 
these  fellows  hurdle  land  obstacles  and 
zig-zag  madly  through  tricky  creeks,  and 
still  come  out  alive.  Most  of  it  is  amus- 
ing, although  it  gets  a little  monotonous 
after  awhile. 

Mooching  Through 
Georgia 

Columbia  19  Mins. 

The  talents  of  Buster  Keaton,  Monty 
Collins  and  a number  of  other  players 
are  barely  utilized  for  their  practical  worth 
in  this  farce  of  the  Civil  War.  The  situa- 
tions are  painfully  obvious.  Keaton  runs 
all  over  the  set  in  a dual-uniform  role 
while  the  Northern  Army  gives  chase.  Told 
in  retrospect — two  old  inmates  in  a sol- 
dier’s home  are  responsible. 


The  Charm  Bracelet 

Columbia  (Phantasy  Cartoon)  6 Mins. 

This  first  of  a new  series  is  hardly 
an  appetizer  for  what  is  to  come.  The 
feeble  action  offers  Scrappy,  who  pre- 
sents his  girl  Margie  with  a charm  brace- 
let. At  night  the  various  miniature  fig- 
ures come  to  life,  go  through  their  fa- 
miliar paces  and,  at  length,  get  back  to 
their  places  as  dawn  comes. 


NE  W SR  EELS 


Tuesday,  August  22 
News,  No.  99:  Britain’s  reserve  fleet 
reviewed  by  King  George  VI;  new  British  plane 
carrier  wrecks  launching  cradle;  Britain  tests  de- 
leiLses  against  enemy  air  attack;  former  British 
Foreign  Secretary  Anthony  Eden  as  soldier;  Polish 
aimy  prepares  for  invasion;  Postmaster  General 
Farley  visits  Warsaw  officials;  Franco  begins  re- 
building Spain;  Italy’s  motorized  army  reviewed 
by  King  Victor  Emanuel;  Former  King  Zog  of 
Albania  in  exile  in  France;  new  War  Resources 
Board  formed  in  Washington  in  case  of  war  emer- 
gency; Lew  Lehr;  Saratoga  racing;  girl  archers; 
John  Gobi)  attempts  auto  speed  record;  Sir  Mal- 
colm Campbell  breaks  world’s  water  record. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  297:  British  aircraft  car- 
rier runs  away  at  launching;  Poland  warns  dicta- 
tors; Italian  and  German  ofhcials  confer  on  axis; 
Polish  envoy  warns  of  war;  Anthony  Eden  join.s 
army  for  duty;  English  Duke  reviews  forces; 
Amer.ca’s  War  Resources  Board  holds  first  meet- 
ing; Edgar  Bergen’s  solo  glider  flight;  Postmas- 
ter General  Farley  visits  Polish  president;  Ala- 
bama floods;  John  Cobb  after  land  speed  record. 

Parumouiit  News,  No.  110:  English  warship  runs 
away  at  launching;  former  King  Zog  arrives  at 
exile  home;  Spanish  war  babies  baptized;  ante- 
lope bab'es  transported;  Panama  Canal’s  25th 
birthday;  national  motorboat  regatta;  profes- 
sional footballers  in  training;  John  Cobb  seeks 
land  speed  record;  new  evidence  in  mystery  of 
island  disappearance;  folk  play  hailed  as  Ameri- 
can Oberammergau. 

KKO  I’iitlie  News,  No.  10:  Ship  runs  wild  at 
launching;  Poland  celebrates  World  War  entry; 
new  War  Board  meets  to  gear  industry;  James 
Farley  visits  Warsaw;  American  naval  hero  ar- 
rives to  be  honored;  new  U.  S.  bomber  ready  for 
French  army;  biggest  American  family  reunion; 
Saratoga  racing. 

rniversal  Newsreel,  No.  799:  Tragic  launching 
of  new  British  vessel;  nationwide  shortage  of  oil 
threatened;  “mystery”  bomber  in  trial  flight;  John 
Cobb  attempts  auto  speed  record;  King  Emanuel 
reviews  Italian  troops;  Admiral  Yarnell  leaves 
China;  camera  centennial  celebrated  at  World’s 
Fair;  Joe  Louis  golfing;  Mt.  Vesuvius  in  new 
eruption;  60,000  in  family  clan  meet;  King  Zog 
in  French  exile;  girl  archers. 

'J'hursday,  Aug-ust  24 

Movietone  News,  No.  100:  World  events;  sea 
floor  post  office  in  Bahamas  open;  President 
Carmona  of  Portugal  visits  East  Africa;  80th 
birthday  of  Cariboo  gold  mine  in  British  Colum- 
bia; painting  trylon  and  perisphere  at  World’s 
Fair;  White  River  carnival  in  Arkansas;  Jim 
Londos  marries  in  California;  fashions  by  Vyv- 
yan  Donner;  Movietone  climbs  Mount  Olympus; 
U.  S.  doubles  finals  at  Brookline;  La  Jolla  swim; 
sheep  dog  in  Australian  show;  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  298:  War  crisis  special, 
dramatic  summary  of  events  leading  to  present 
critical  situation  abroad;  LTncle  Sam  gets  new 
flock  of  birdmen;  jewelry  goes  streamlined;  bat- 
tles for  U.  S.  tennis  doubles;  rough  water  swim 
derby  in  the  Pacific. 

Parain<mnt  News,  No.  Ill:  America  keeps  watch; 
a review  of  overseas  situation;  music  for  masses 
attracts  250,000;  dancing  or  dancing?;  how  style 
flies;  front  porch  candidate?;  Thomas  E.  Dewey 
visiting  his  birthplace  at  Owosso,  Mich. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  110:  Europe,  a review  of 
the  crisis;  free  Tibbett  concert  draws  250,000; 
new  auto  glass  a boon  to  vision;  two-mile  rough 
water  swim  on  coast;  national  doubles  tennis 
titles. 

I'niversal  Newsreel,  No.  800:  Army  air  :t?adets 
graduated;  hits  6 mile  per  minute  auto  run;  Brit- 
ish gird  for  war  in  air;  new  safety  glass  aids 
drivers;  Mexicans  hail  1914  revolt;  old  and  new 
fashions  shown;  Marlene  Dietrich  i)ack  in  U.  S. ; 
boy  wins  through  water  swim;  prize  baby  seen 
in  cute  parade;  Australia  wins  U.  S.  doubles. 


Big  Fish 

Columbia  (News  World  of  Sports)  10  Mins. 

This  reel  occupies  itself  wholly  with  big 
game  fishing  off  the  coast  of  Lower  Cali- 
fornia. Marlin  are  the  quarry.  There  are 
many  spectacular  leaps  and  rushes  that 
are  capably  caught  by  the  camera.  Two 
big  ones  are  thrillingly  hooked  and  land- 
ed by  the  time  the  end  rolls  around.  Worth- 
while. 
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STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


THK  INC'KKDIBLK  MR.  WILLIAMS — Joan  Blon- 
dell.  Melvyn  Dougas,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Donald 

MacBride.  Producer:  Everett  Riskin.  Direc- 

• tor:  A1  Hall. 

0 ILLICIT  (’ARGO — Jack  Holt,  Kathleen  Howard, 

^ Eduardo  Ciannelli,  John  Wray.  Producer:  Larry 
Darmour.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins.  Orig- 
inal: Albert  DeMond,  Eric  Taylor.  Screenplay: 
Albert  DeMond. 


SCANDAL  SHEET — Edward  Norris,  Otto  Kruger, 
Ona  Munson,  Nedda  Harrigan,  John  Dilson.  Pro- 
ducer: Irving  Briskin.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 


o 


2 

6 
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FAST  AND  FFKIOrS — Franchot  Tone,  Ann  Soth- 
ern,  Lee  Bowman,  John  Miljan,  Ruth  Hussey, 
Allyn  Joslyn.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley.  Orig- 
inal: Marco  Page. 


o 

s 

o 


MUTINY  IN  THE  HKi  HOUSE — Charles  Bickford, 
Barton  MacLane,  Dennis  Moore,  Russell  Hopton. 
Producer:  Scott  R.  Dunlap.  Director:  William 
Nigh.  Original:  Rev.  Patrick  O’Neil.  Screen- 
play: Martin  Mooney. 


SCOUTS  OF  THE  AIR— John  Trent,  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds, Milburn  Stone.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Original:  Hal 
Forrest. 


THE  FARMER’S  DAUGHTER  — Martha  Raye, 
Charlie  Ruggles,  William  Frawley.  Producer: 
1^’  William  Thomas.  Director:  James  Hogan. 

(C 

laj  CAMPUS  M IVES — Joseph  Allen,  Janice  Logan,  Vir- 
O4  ginia  Dale,  John  Arledge.  Producer:  Edward 
T.  Lowe.  Director:  Kurt  Neumann. 


THE  IJFE  OF  VICTOR  HERBERT— Allan  Jones. 
Mary  Martin,  Susannah  Foster,  John  Garrick. 
Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Director:  Andrew 
Stone.  Screenplay:  Russell  Crouse,  Robert 
Lively. 

FEDERAL  OFFENSE— William  Henry,  Lyle  Tal- 
bot. Anthony  Quinn,  Harvey  Stephens.  Pro- 
ducer: Edward  T.  Lowe.  Director:  Robert 
Florey.  Original:  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Screen- 
play: Horace  McCoy,  William  R.  Lipman. 


o 

Ph 


RENO — Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Claire  Dodd, 
Hobart  Cavanagh.  Producer:  Robert  Sisk.  Di- 
rector: John  Farrow. 


MARSHAL  OF  MESA  CITY — George  O’Brien,  Vir- 
ginia Vale,  Henry  Brandon,  Leon  Ames,  Chill 
Wills.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Director:  Dave 
Howard.  Screenplay:  Jack  Lait  jr. 


. ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  BOGGS  — Edward  Ellis, 
^ Anita  Louise.  Margaret  Hamilton,  Clem  Bevans. 
y Producer:  Robert  North.  Director:  Dudley  Mur- 
phy. Original:  Harry  Hamilton. 


HEADLINE  NEWS  — Arleen  Whelan,  Michael 
Whalen,  Gordon  Okver,  Charley  Grapewin.  Pro- 
ducer: Herman  Schlom.  Director:  Harold  Young. 
Screenplay:  Lionel  Houser.  Alice  Altschuler. 


THE  KANSAS  TERRORS  — Robert  Livingstone, 
Raymond  Hatton,  Duncan  Renaldo,  Jacqueline 
Wells.  Producer:  Harry  Grey.  Director:  George 
Sherman.  Original  Screenplay:  Luci  Ward, 
Jack  Natteford. 


X 

o 

u. 
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THE  vSIMPLE  LIFE  — Stuart  Erwin,  Marjorie 
Weaver,  June  Gale,  Chick  Chandler.  Producer: 
Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  Wdliam  Beaudine.  Orig- 
inal: William  Anthony  McGuire.  Screenplay: 
Clay  Adams,  Leonard  Hoffman,  Hamilton  Mac- 
Fadden. 


TOO  BUSY  TO  WORK— Jed  Prouty,  Spring  By- 
ington,  Florence  Roberts,  June  Carlson,  Andrew 
Tombes,  Kenneth  Howell.  Producer:  Sol  Wurt- 
zel.  Director:  Otto  Brower.  Screenplay:  Stan- 
ley Rauh. 


R.VFFLES  — David  Niven,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
142  Dudley  Digges,  Lionel  Pape,  Dame  May  Whitty. 
O Producer:  Samuel  Goldwyn.  Director:  Sam 
Wood. 


OF  MICE  AND  MEN  — Burgess  Meredith,  Lon 
Chaney  jr.,  Betty  Field,  Charles  Bickford,  Noah 
Beery  jr.,  Leone  Roberts.  Producer:  Hal  Roach. 
Director:  Lewis  Milestone.  Original:  John 

Steinbeck.  Screenplay:  Lewis  Milestone. 


THE  MAN  FROM  MONTREAL— Richard  Arlen, 
Andy  Devine,  Anne  Gwynne,  Kay  Sutton,  Addi- 
son Richards.  Producer:  Ben  Pivar.  Direc- 
tor: Christy  Cabanne. 

THE  GALLOPING  KID — Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Bob 
Baker,  Fuzzy  Knight.  Director:  Ray  Taylor. 


DESTRY  RIDES  AGAIN — James  Stewart,  Mar- 
lene Dietrich.  Producer:  Joe  Pasternak.  Di- 
rector: George  Marshall. 

TOWER  OF  LONDON  — Basil  Rathbone,  Boris 
Karloff,  George  Sanders,  Barbara  O’Neil,  Nan 
Grey,  John  Sutton.  Producer:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 
Director:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 


LE(iION  OF  LOST  FLYERS  — Richard  Arlen, 
Andy  Devine,  Anne  Nagel,  Guinn  Williams,  Jack 
Carson,  William  Lundigan.  Producer:  Ben  Pi- 
var. Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 


gG.UMBlING  ON  THE  HIGH  SEAS — Wayne  Mor- 
ris, Janet  Wyman.  Gilbert  Roland,  Noel  Madi- 
cq  son.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  George 
^ Amy.  Screenplay:  Robert  E.  Kent. 


STATE  COP — John  Payne,  Dennis  Morgan,  Gloria 
Dickson.  Julie  Stevens,  DeWolf  Hopper.  Pro- 
ducer: Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Terry  Morse. 


PHILO  VANCE  RETURNS  — James  Stephenson, 
Margot  Stevenson,  Henry  O’Neill,  Edward  Bro- 
phy,  Martin  Kosleck,  Ralph  Forbes.  Producer: 
Bryan  Foy.  Director:  William  Clemens.  Ori- 
ginal: S.  S.  Van  Dine.  Screenplay:  Tom  Reed. 
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A Child  Is  Bom  (WB)  Augr.  5.  . 415 
Across  the  Fluiiis  (Mono)  June  3 3855 
.-%«i\ciilui'es  ol  llucKleuerr>  liiiii 


Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  Auff.  26  005 

Allegheny  Frontier  (RKO) 006 

And)  Hurd)  Oels  S|(ring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Aug,  5 367 

Asking  (or  trouble  (GB) 8ul2 

Awful  Truth  (Cot),  reissue.  ...  1072 


B 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 932 

Back  Hour  to  Heaven  (I’ara) 


Apr.  15  3833 

Bad  Bands  (RKO)  July  29 933 

Beau  Geste  (Para)  July  29 3902 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug.  6 9033 

Beware,  Spooks!  (Col) 

Blind  Alle.v  (Col)  Apr.  29 9016 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

Col)  July  22  9010 


Blue  .Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13..  943 
Boys  Refornintory  (Mono)  Maj  6 3820 


Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27..  937 
Biillilog  Druiuniond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

C 

Calling  All  Marines  (Rep) 

Culling  Itr.  Iviiilare  (Al-O-.M) 

Apr.  29  932 

Captain  Fiir.v  (I'A)  Ma.v  13 

Career  (RKO)  Jiil.v  1 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Aug.  12  006 

Charlie  Chun  in  Reno 

(20th-l'o\)  June  .( 948 

Cba.siiig  Baiigei  (20(b-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Chicken  Wagon  Farail.v  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  19  002 

Clinibliig  High  (20tli-Fox) 

Apr.  22  8012 

Clouds  Over  ICuro|>e  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  Aug.  19 9008 

Coile  ol  I be  Secret  Seriice  (I'N) 

Ma.i  13  371 

Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  Aug.  5 . . . 846 

Confessions  of  Na*i  Spy  (F’N) 

Apr.  29  353 

Conspiracy  (RKO)  Sept.  2 935 


Coubo)  ({iiarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  (Mono) 

D 


Dancing  Co-ed  (M-G-M) 3 

llaiu  V i<*lor)  ( 1 .N ) .Mur.  11...  354 
Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept  (RKO) . . . 002 

Death  of  a Champion  (Para) 

Sept.  2 3901 

Desperate  Trails  (ITniv)  

Disputed  Passage  (Para) 

Boon  the  Wjioiiiiiig  I ruii 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 


Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN)  Aug.  19 

E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 


Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  .July  29....  001 

Escape,  The  (20th-Fox) 010 

Eternally  Yours  (CA) 

Everything  on  Ice  (RKO) 

Ever.vthing  Is  Rh)'tliiu  (Astor) . 

Ex-Cliaiiip  (Ciiiv)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 


F 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (RKO)  Aug.  26  934 

Fighting  Gringo  (RKO)  Sept.  2 . . 986 

First  Cove  (tiiiv)  

Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  .June  10  927 
Five  Eittle  Peppers  (Col) 9017 


Fixer  Dngiin  (RKO)  Apr.  29...  922 
Flight  at  Midnight  (Rep)  Sept.  2.9111 

Fiying  Deuces  (RKO) 010 

For  Eove  or  Muiie^  vCno) 3030 

Ma.»  13  

Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.. 3031 

Four  Feathers  (CA) June  24 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  951 

1 runner  Poii.\  Express  (Rep) 

Apr.  16  8.54 

Full  Confession  (RKO)  Aug.  26.  003 

G 


Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO) 

June  10  926 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20  928 

Girl  liVom  Rio  (Mono) 3825 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  Aug.  19 9002 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27.  944 
Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

H 

Hardys  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 

A|»r.  22  934 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ)  Aug,  26. 
Hell’s  Kitchen  <\\B)  .inne  21...  312 
Henry  Goes  Arizona  (M-G-M) . . 2 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 

(20th-Fox)  009 

Heniage  ol  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3814 

Hidden  Power  (Col)  May  27 1025 

Hobby  Family  (F’N)  Aug.  26....  376 


Hollywood  Cavalcade  (20fh-Fox)  007 

Honeymoon  in  Bali  (Para) 

Ilult'l  Imperial  (Cara)  \pr.  22..3836 
House  of  F’(»jir  (1  niil  vini  20..  30,38 
Housekeeper’s  Daughter(UA)  .... 

I 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  Jul.v22.. 
Indianapolis  Siwedway  (WB) 

July  16  315 

In  Name  Only  (RKO)  Aug.  12..  936 
III  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  Jul.v  l.i..  856 
In  Old  Monterey  (Rep)  July  29.  847 


Inside  liiformution  (Ciiiv) 

June  10  3010 

Iiisiicctor  Hornleigh  (RKO) 

Apr.  22  . . 945 

Intermezzo,  A Eove  Story  (UA) 
Invilution  to  Happiness  iPuru) 

Ma.v  20  .38  11 

Irish  Buck  (Mono)  Aug.  26.... 3826 

Island  of  Bost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-F''ox)  June  3 9.50 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-O-M) 

May  1.3  936 

I 

Jamaica  Inn  (Para)  July  8 

•tones  Fuliilli  til  Holl.i  o ttoil 

(20th-Fox)  .May  27 946 

.Iiiarez  (Wli)  Apr.  29 301 


K 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  Mav  27,  363 
Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion  (Col) . 

L 


Bady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  12  947 

l-a<l.\  s F rom  Keiilnek>,  4 he 

(Para)  Apr.  15  3834 

l-aw  Comes  to  Texas  (Col) 

May  27  9214 

IjOst  llori/oii  (Col)  reissue 1071 

Cost  S(|undron  (RKO)  reissue..  994 
Eucky  Niglit  (M-(i-.M)  Ma.v  6...  933 


M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1.3847 


Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 

Aug.  6 9208 

Man  F'rom  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  Jul.v  8 
Man  of  Coiitpiest  < ICep)  ..\pr,  1.5  . 801 
Man  The.v  Could  Not  Hang  (Col) 

Aug.  19  9018 

Mill!  ))  iio  Dared  (F'N)  Apr.  8...  375 
Micke.v  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 
Mikado,  The  (Univ)  Jan.  7.... 
Alilliun  Dollar  Begs  (Para) 

July  15  3846 


Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 946 
Allssing  Dailglilers  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 
Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8.  845 
Air.  .liolo  Itii-es  a \ acutiuii 

(20tli-Fox)  .%o\.  19 952 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington 

(Col)  

Mr.  \)  ong  in  Chinatown 

(Mono)  July  22  3807 

Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Ciiiv)  June  24  

Slutiny  in  the  Big  House  (Mono)  3803 
Al.v  Eove  for  Yours  (Para) 


My  Alan  Oodlrey  fCiiiv) Reissue 

N 

Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden 

Staircase  (YVB)  Aug.  26 419 

.Nan,  ,1  Urea,  1 rouble  ,'siiooter 

(WB)  July  15  324 

Naughty  But  Ni«-e  (\>  B)  June  10  311 
New  Frontier  (Rep)  Aug.  19....  868 
News  Is  Alaile  at  Night 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Night  Work  (Para)  Aug.  12.... 3849 

No  Place  to  Go  (FN) 469 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (RKO) 

Aug.  26  . : 001 

O 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

reissue  993 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Alono) 3856 

Old  Alaid,  The  (FN)  Aug.  5 452 

On  Borrowed  Time  (AI-G-.)1) 

July  8 942 

$1,000  a Touchdown  (Para) 

Only  Angels  Uu\e  Bings 

(Col)  May  20  9001 


Our  Beading  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.  5 


Out  of  .Singapore  (.\s(or> 

Outpost  of  the  Aloimties  (Col)..  1201 
Ouiside  4 liese  Bulls  (C‘o0 

June  3 !)(I3I 

Overland  Mall  (Alono)  3857 

P 

I'aiuinia  Ijidy  (RKO)  Aluy  13...  925 
I'ananiu  1*11(101  (GN)  Feb.  25....  314 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8... 9032 


Q 

Quick  Aliilions  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  6 004 


H 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 

Alay  20  984 

Rains  Came,  The  (20th-Fox) ....  001 


Range  War  (Para)  Aug.  12 3954 

Real  Glor.y%  Tlie  (UA) 

Renegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.. 3859 

Gtdiiin  ol  I lie  ( isco  Kill 


(2(lth-Fox)  Apr.  29  . 940 

Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono)  3866 

Rio  (Univ)  

Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  .Apr.  29  ..  923 

Rose  ol  Biisliinglon  sipiare 

(20th-Fox)  Ala.v  13  942 


s 

Saint  in  I.ondon  (RKO)  July  1..  929 


Scandal  Sheet  (Col)  

Scouts  of  the  Air  (Alono) 3816 

Second  F'iddle  (20th- Fox)  July  8 
She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  .Iiily  1 81.5 

Shipyard  Sally  (20th-Fox) 018 

Should  a Girl  Alarry?  (Alono) 

Aug.  6 3823 

Should  Husbands  YVork?  (Rep) 

July  22  816 

Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3 . HI-3 
Six  (inn  Rhythm  (G.N)  Feb.  18  WI-19 
Sk.v  Pilot  (Mono)  


6,000  Enemies  (AI-G-AI)  June  3..  938 
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Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep)  Aug.  26.  825 
Nmiir  l.lke  II  Hot  (I-Iiru)  yiiiy  13  3837 


Sororily  Hon-e  (RKO)  Apr.' 22..  924 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  YVave  (Rep)  June  3 813 
Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  855 

Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 931 

■Spoilers  of  the  Range  (Col) 

June  10  .....9206 

Stanley  and  IJvingstone  (20th- 

F'ox)  Aug.  5 003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  Aug.  19 3851 

>ioi,-,i  i.iir  (i-aru)  Api.  29 3864 

Stop,  Book  and  Bove  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  2 008 

Story  of  \ eriioii  unit  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  «3h 

Street  of  Alissing  Alen 

(Re|i)  Apr.  29  

Stronger  Than  Desire  (AI-G-AI) 

July  1 941 

Stunt  IMIot  (Alono)  Jul.v  8 381’4 

Siibiimriiie  I'airol  (20ili-Fux) 

Aiov.  5 909 

.Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (tlniv) 

Juoe  10  3009 

Siisiiimah  of  the  Aloimties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  9.54 

Sweep>lakes  B inner  (FN) 

Apr.  22  373 

T 

I'arzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-AI) 

June  3 939 

Television  Spy  (Para) 


lell  No  tales  (.M-G-.M)  Aluy  20.  935 
These  Glamour  Girls  (AI-G-AI) . . 948 
The.v  All  Come  Out  (Al-G-Al) 

July  8 943 

They  Asked  for  It  (Cniv)  July  8.3040 
'lliey  Shall  Have  Alusic  (CA)  July  15 
This  Man  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 


Those  High  Grey  YValls  (Col) . . 
Three  Texas  lsteers( Rep) June  24  866 

Three  Sons  (RKO) 004 

Thunder  Afloat  (AI-G-M) 4 

Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

4'o  the  Rescue  (G.N) 328 

Torchy  Pla.vs  YVIth  Dynamite 

(WB)  Aug.  5 326 

Torchy  Runs  lor  Aluyor  ( B B) 

Ai.r.  1 322 


Trapiied  in  the  Sk.v  (Col)  Feb.  18.9024 
Tumbleweeds  (Astor)  Alay  27... 

Two  Bright  Boys  (Cniv) 

20,000  Alen  a Year  (20tli-Fox) . . 013 

U 


C-67  (Astor)  

lindercover  Doctor  (Para) 

Alay  27  3840 

Underpup  (Cniv)  Sept.  2 

Lnexitected  Father  ( Cniv)  .,  .July  22 
I nion  Pacific  (Para)  .Muy^  6... ,1835 
Cniiiarried  (Para)  Alay  27 3838 

W 

Wall  Street  Cow'boy  (Rep) 857 

B aiiteu  by  .scollaiid  in, (I 

(Mono)  Apr.  29  3829 

AA'are  Case,  The  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  8014 

Balerfront  (WB)  July  1 325 


M ay  Down  South  (RKO)  July  22  947 


AVestern  Caraiaus  (Col)  July  1.9207 

What  a Bife  (Para) 

When  Tomorrow'  Comes 

(Univ)  Aug.  19  3003 

B inner  lauc  All  (20lh-Fox> 

Feb.  25  939 

Winter  Carnival  (UA)  .Jul.v  22... 
YVizard  of  Oz  (AI-G-AI)  Aug.  19  949 

Wolf  Call  (Alono)  Alay  27 .3813 

B’oiiian  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 

July  8 9025 

Women,  The  (AI-G-M)  Sept.  2...  1 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (Itep)  July  15.. 867 


Y 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  YVith 


Altirder  (F'N)  Jail.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Eincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 917 


Z 

Zenobia  (UA)  Alar.  18.. 
Zero  Hour  (Rep)  Alay  27 


Alphabetical  Index  TO  THE 


XhiB  Index  ts  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  lot  exhibitors 
know  the  title  oi  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  ol  review.  Number  at  end 
oi  line  is  production  number. 
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Muiiirrals  Following  Titles  are 
liiiniiinii'  Time,  Date  In  Na- 
tional Itelease,  1939,  Unless 
Otlierwise  !!>pecified. 
tjindicates  short  of  the  week. 
©Indicates  color. 


Columbia 


AUU-STAR  COBIEDIES 
A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) ...  .Apr.  21, '39 
Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(IlVa)  Mar.  24, '39 

Mutiny  on  (he  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’.39 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  June  2, '39 
Pest  From  the  ITest  (..)...  .June  10 

liattlin^  litmieo  (17) July  14 

Skinny  the  Moodier  (10%)  ..  .Sept.  8 
Static  in  the  Attic  (19) Sept.  22 

Swing  Yon  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  '39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chomp  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  5, '39 

The  Sap  Takes  a Wrap 

(ISVa)  Mar.  10, ’.39 

Tronide  Finds  Andy  Cl.yde 

(18)  July  28 

Mooching  Through  Georgia 

(..)  Aug.  11 

COl.OIJ  KHAPSODIFS 

Crop  Chasers  ( . . ) Sept.  22 

• iiii.i.,  I ..I,  (7)  . Mar.  31 

Tloll.nvood  Sweepstakes  (8)  . . ..lul.v  28 

.litterhug  Knights  (7)  Ang.  11 

I.ucky  Pigs  (7)  May  20 

Mountain  Ears  (..)  Oct.  20 

Nell’s  Yells  (7)  June  30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) . .Feb.  20,  ’39 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (8) Feb.  24, ’39 

The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14, ’39 

COI.UMBIA  TOUR 
flic  3'o,m(  roTiiMi'iters  (<»  Feb.  .3, ’39 
Holland  (Andre  de  la  Varre 

Productions)  (..)  Sept.  15 

Mao  llade  Ishuid  ( Fris<*«i  Fair) 

(10)  May  20 

Sojourn  in  India  (..) July  7 

Morocco  (10)  Aug.  11 


lOMMt’NITY  SING 
No.  1 Crosby  Hit  Songs  (9)....  Aug.  4 
No.  2 Old  Time  Songs  (9%) . . . Sept.  8 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  .Mar.  24, ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltr.es 

(11)  Apr.  21, ’.39 

No.  9 Songs  of  the  IVest 

(10)  May  19, ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  (. .)  June  16 
'I'liird  series 
No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  li  Moon  s,.ngs  (10) Feb.  24,  ’39 

FABI.ES  CARTOON 

Uittle  Lost  Sheep  (..) Oct.  6 

FOOLS  WHO  MADE  HISTORY 
No.  1 Charles  Goodyear  (..)..  Ang.  25 

No.  2 Elias  Howe  (..) Oct.  6 

HAPPY  HOUR 

No.  1 (lOVs)  Feb.  22 

No.  2 (lOVa)  Mar.  23 

No.  3 (11)  Apr.  21 

KKAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  (7)  Apr.  6, ’39 

Kra/.y’s  Bear  Tale  (7) . . . . Feb.  17, ’39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  (6) . . . .May  12, ’39 
.MCSIC  HALL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(10%)  Jan.  20, ’.39 

3 Night  at  the  Troc  (10)  . .Mar.  2, ’39 
Montmarte  Madness  (10%)  ..  .June  30 
llnodlc  linme 

(10)  May  19, ’39 


PHANTASIES  CARTOON 
The  Charm  Bracelet  (..)....  Sept.  1 
PIC'l'PREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  16, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A IVorm’s  Eye  View  (7) . .Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rodeo  (6) June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7) . . . .Mar.  3,’39 
SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  !(..)  Sept.  15 

No.  2(..)  Oct.  20 

No.  5 (9)  Jan.  13, ’39 

No.  6(10%)  Feb.  17, ’.39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 


No.  8(9%)  Apr.  8, ’39 

No.  9(10)  M.ayl2 

No.  10  (10)  May  26 

No.  11  (10)  June  29 

No.  12  (10)  July  28 

>P(»RT  REELS 

Bows  and  Arrows  (..) Sept.  29 

Diving  Rhythm  (10) May  5, ’39 

(.cl  Kcadv  Navi  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

.lockeys  Up  (10%)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (9%)  Mar.  17 

Odd  '^porls  (HI)  I'Vb.  10 

Techniipie  of  Tennis  (8%) . . . .June  30 

There  Goes  Rust.v  (10%) Jul.v  15 

Big  Fish  (10)  Aug.  18 

ITIItEK  STOOGES  COMKDIF.S 
l Docking  1’hc.i  Did  Co 

(I6V2)  Apr.  7. ’3h 

Calling  .All  Curs  (171/2) Aug.  25 

Oil.v  to  Bed,  Oily  to  Rise 

(18%)  Oct.  6 

Saved  by  the  Belle  (17) June  30 


Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 


(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

We  Want  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Ves.  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(16)  May  19,  ’.39 


WASHINGTON  PARADE 
V«t.  2 In-iile  the  White  Honse 

(11)  Feb.  21, ’39 

No.  3 Iiwide  the  Capitol 

(10)  May  26, ’39 

No.  4 I.ibrary  of  Congress 

(10)  Aug.  4 


Grand  National 

CAVAl.CADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 

( RIMK  DOKSN'T  TAY 

Help  Wanted  (21) June  10 

IMoney  to  Loan  (21) Mar.  11,  *39 

While  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15,  *39 

FITZPATKirK  TRAVKFTAl.KS 
In  Technle<»lor 

\ncient  Fcr.vpt  (9) Jan,  21,  *39 

Tolorfiil  Curacao  (9) May  27 

Climpses  of  Australia  (9)  . . Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (H) Feb.  18 

Java  Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

Cictiiresqiie  Udaipur  (8) . .May  13,  *39 

Kiiral  Hungary  (9) Apr.29,  *39 

MINI  ATURKS 

Creat  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Hobbies  (10)  . .May  13,  *39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

l ove  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18,  *39 

I’ronhets  IVithout  Honor 

(11)  May  20,  *39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11)  . May  27,  *39 

’XirsiCM,  COMFDIFS 

Happily  Hnried  (20) Apr.  15,  *39 

’“'onuM^  hat  Secret  (21).  ..Mar.  25,  *39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
^Ne\A-  ^erie^) 

,\rt  Gallery  (9)  Teehnieolor.  . .May  13 
Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears 


(11)  July  15 

litfcrhue:  Follie-i  (9)  . . . . Feb.  25,  *39 
aUttle  Gold  rUh  (8)  . . . Apr.  15,  *39 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

The  Bt^ar  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

M'antcd  No  Master  (8)  . . . Mar.  18,  *39 


M-G-M  NFWS  OF  THK  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 


OUR  GANG  COMKDIK55 


\ltalt'H*s  Aunt  (ll) Jan.  7 

Auto  Antics  (10) July  22 

Clown  Frincess*  (10) Apr.  15,  *35> 

t'ousin  Wiihur  (10) Apr.  29,  *39 

Dog  Daze  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Mar.  11,  *39 

Joy  Scouts  (10)  June  24 

l iny  Troiil>le>  (10) Feb.  IH 


PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 


Angel  of  Mercy  (10) May  20,  *39 

Giant  of  Norway  (11)  Sepia.  June  24 

New  Roatiways  (10) Jan.  28 

<tory  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
Story  That  CouIdn*t  Be  Printed 

(11)  July  22 

The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PETE  SMITH  SPEClAl.TIES 

Culinary  Carving  (9)  July  1 

IhMihle  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

^^^Heroes  at  l-eisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Marine  Circus  (9) Mar.  11,  *39 

(?)Penny*s  Pleiiie  (10) Dec.  17 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) May  20,  *39 

Take  a Cure  (Sepia)  (9) Aug.  12 

Weather  IVizards  (9) Apr,  8,  *39 

ROBERT  HENCHl.EY 
An  Hour  for  lainch  (9)  .. Mar.  18,  *39 

Dark  !)lagie  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (0)  May  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28,  *39 


Paramount 

BETTV  ROOF  CARTOONS 
Musical  Mountaineers  <7)  . May  12, ’39 
Mv  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  ...r Jan.  20, ’39 

Rhythm  on  the  Reservation 

(7)  July  7 

No  Does  an  Autoimdille  (7).. Mar.  31 


Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) June  23 

Fisherman’s  Pluck  (10) . .Apr.  14,  ’39 

Swans  (10)  May  19,  ’39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 


Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  .Jan.  13 


PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman's 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

NO.J8  (10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’.39 

Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 

No.  10  (11)  May  6, ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work,  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2,  ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

POPEYE  CAItrOONS 
©Aladdin  and  His  Wonderful 

I.amp  (22)  Apr.  7,  ’39 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16,  ’39 

Hello,  How  Am  I?  (7)  July  14 

It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28,  ’39 

I.eave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

Wotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 


POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clnecolor) 

No.  3(10)  Jan.  6, ’.39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5(11)  May  12, ’39 

No.  6 (11)  Aug.  4 

GRANT1.AND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 


The  Scared  Crows  (7) June  9,  ’39 

Yip  Yip  Y’ippy  (7) Aug.  11 


Death  Valley  Thrills  (10) . .June  9,  ’.39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’39 


COLOR  CI.ASSICS 

Vlwavs  Rickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Harnyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

fOIOR  CRCISFS 
(New  Series  In  Clnecolor) 

fosto  Rleo  (101  . . . Dee.  <• 

Ecuador  (Cinecolor)  (10) . . . . Sept.  1 

.Taniaiea  (10)  May  26 

T.nnd  of  Inea  Memories  (10)  . ..Tan.  27 
Repidilie  of  Panama  (9) . . . . Mar.  24 

HEADI.INER 

V I..;  Ho—  (101  .Ion.  6,  ’39 

Artie  Shaw’s  Class  in  Swing 

(10)  Sept.  8 

(’iiainpngne  Music  of  the 

l.aivrenee  AValli  (10)  Mar.  3 

T.swreuce  Walk  and  his  Orchestra 

Sweet  Moments  (11) Aug.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 

Music  'riiroogli  the  V’ears 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’39 

.Tan  Garber  and  Orchestra 

Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 

miohaei  (10)  May  6, ’.39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 
orchestra. 

Sweet  Moments  (11)  Aug.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 
Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10)  . ..lime  2,  ’39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Queen 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra.  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PAR  AGRA  PHICS 

Breaking  the  News  (19) Aug.  25 


Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hi  jinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumiilng  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’.39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Yonr  Brealh  (10) Feh.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Hydro-Maniacs  (10)  Sept.  1 

The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  4(10)  Feh.  3, ’39 

No.  6 (10)  Apr.  14, ’39 

No.  6 (Cinecolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16, ’39 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Beach  Picnic  (8) June  9, ’39 

Donald’s  Cousin  Giis  (7)  ..  May  19, ’39 
Donald’s  I.ucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  1.3, ’39 

Donald’s  Penguin  (8) Aug.  11 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  26 

Goofy  and  Wiihur  (8) Mar.  17 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dee.  23 

Practical  Pig  (8)  Feb.  24,  ’39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  3, ’39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  In  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  Pointer  (8)  July  21 
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4JThe  Hockey  Champ  (7) . .Apr.  7,  ’39 
'J'he  Utfly  Duckling  (9) Ai)r.  7 

KD(<AK  KI!;>;iNUDV  COMKDIIjiM 

A Cleau  Sweep  (17) Dec.  S 

Baby  Da7,e  (15) May  19, ’39 

Clock  IVise  (10)  Mar.  24 

Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Feathered  Pests  (16)  July  28 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jau.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-iaw  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HBADUNFR  COMEDIES 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24, ’.39 

Sales  Slips  (17)  July  21 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
bis  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’.39 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  5, ’39 

Ring  Madness  (19) June  30, ’39 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

DNo.  5(18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

Young  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Crisi.s. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17, ’39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14, ’39 

Japan:  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Dixie — The  nation’s  number  one 
problem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

No.  13  (18)  Aug.  4 

Metropolis — 1939. 

NC-ATLAS  MUSICALS 
Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12, ’39 
East  & Dumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Pra- 
zee  Si.sters,  Gllrone  & Starr. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

George  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys, 
Frieda  Sulivan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhy'thm 

(10)  Feb.  17, ’39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra, 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Maiina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20,  '89 

Tlie  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

PATHB  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-Gone  (16)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

Marriage-Go-Roiind  (18) July  28 

Plumb  Cra/.y  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 

I’ATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

’The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16,  ’39 

Kennel  Kings  (9)  Aug.  11 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .May  19, ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  it’s  done. 

.Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHITI.ET  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, ’39 
Ranch  House  Romeo  (17) . . . . Apr.  7 

BEELISMS  (New  Series) 


Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pack  Trii>  (9)  Aug.  18 

I’ilol  Boiii  (9)  .Fell.  3,  ’39 

s:obliers  of  the  Sea  (9)  . . . Apr.  7, ’39 

Sw’inguet  (8)  May  26, ’39 

Television  (9)  Ma.v  5,  ’39 

IVorld  of  Tomorrow  (9) June  23 

Zoo  (9)  Jiil.v  21 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 
Five  Times  Five  (19) July  21 


Tile  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Conquering  the  Colorado  (11)  Aug.  18 
Dally  Diet  of  lluiiger  (10)  .Jan.  6. ’39 


Filming  the  Fleet  (..)  Oct.  27 

Sand  Hogs  (10) May  12 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Big  Game  Fishing  (..) Sept.  1 

Hunting  Dogs  (Jl) Mar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  May  12 

.shooting  lor  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  June  23 


FATHER  HUBBARD’S  ALAS- 
ItAN  ADVENTURES 
IJsBirthplace  of  Icebergs  (11) . .Aug.  4 
FAMIHINS 

^Fashion  Forecasts  No.  1 

(..)  Sept.  15 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31,  ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..).. July  7 
FO.\  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Kelea.sed  twice  weekly. 

I.EW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE 
PUSS  PARADE 
Monke.vs  Is  the  Craziest 

People  ( . . ) Sept.  29 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  (..)  May  26 

Isle  of  Plensiire  (11) Feb.  3, ’39 

Mystie  Siam  (10) Mar.  17, ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....June  9 
The  Evergreen  Empire  (..)..  Oct.  13 

\ ii.ing  T rail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

TTCHRY-T'OONS 

A Bull.v  Romance  (..) .Tune  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  June  30 

Barn.vard  Baseball  (7)  July  14 

Barn.vard  Egg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  May  5 

Frozen  Feet  (7) Feb.  24 

Gandy  Goose  in  G-Man 

.Titters  (7)  Mar.  10 

©Hook,  Line  and  Sinker  (..).Sept.  8 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  May  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  'Time  (7)  .Tan.  27 

Sheep  in  the  Meadow  (..)...  Sept.  22 

The  Cuckoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

The  Golden  West  (7)  Aug.  25 

Their  l^ist  Bean  (7)  April  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)  July  28 

©The  Orphan  Duck  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

©'The  Owl  ami  Hie  Puss.vcat 

(7)  Jan.  13. ’39 

'The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

©The  'DTire,*  Bears  (6)  Keh.  Ill 

©Two  Headed  Giant  (7) Aug.  11 

Universal 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (..)  Apr.  24 

Little  'Tough  Mice  (7) Mar.  13 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

Stubborn  Mule  (7) July  31 

Slap  Happ.v  Valley  (..) Aug.  21 

Silly  Superstition  ( . . ) Aug.  28 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNA3IEE 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20, ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  Ma.v  15,  ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26,  ’39 

No.  65  (9)  .Inly  17 

No.  66  (10)  Sept.  25 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van,  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wile.s,  Barton  Quintet.  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Maiina, 
Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  T.slanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18) ...  .July  12, ’39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Nautical  Knights  (19) ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 

Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Pharmacy  Follies  (18) . . . .May  17,’39 
Three  Playboys,  Prazee  Sisters, 
Emerson’s  Mountaineers,  Gilrone 
y-  Sta  rr. 

Swing  Sanatorium  (18) June  14 

Dorothy  Stone-Charles  Collins. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 
Roche,  Toy  & Wing,  Lillian  Roth, 


Pied  Pipers,  The  Philharmonlcas. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Ang.  16 

WALTEk  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Arabs  with  Dirty  Fezzes  (7) 

(•■)  July  31 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Mola  Land  (7)  . . . .May  29,  ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30, ’39 

Crack  I’ot  Cruise  (7) . . . . Apr.  10, ’39 

Magic^  Beans  (7)  Feb.  13 

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7) ..  .May  8, ’39 

Snuffy’s  Party  (7)  Aug.  7 

’The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 


STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 
No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 


No.  59  (9) 
No.  60  (9) 
No.  61  (9) 
No.  62  (9) 
No.  63  (9) 
No.  64  . 


Feb.  6 

. . . .Mar.  6 

Apr.  3 

• May  1,  ’39 
June  6,  ’39 
July  3 


No.  65  (9)  Aug.  7 

No.  66  (..)  Sept.  18 


TWO  REEL  special 

Boy  Meets  Joy  (17) Sept.  6 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Joy  Hodges,  Lucille 
Page,  Mary  Ruth,  The  Elderblooms 
and  Pinky  Tomlin’s  Orchestra. 

March  of  Freedom  (21) Sept.  6 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

A Swing  Opera  ( . . ) July  22,  ’39 

Broadway  Buckaroo  (20)  June  3, ’39 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Pro.jeotion  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

Sophomore  Swung  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

You're  Ne.vt  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13, ’.39 

Wardrobe  Girl  ( . . ) June  17,  ’39 

THE  C01.0R  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  4.  Apr.  22,’39 
Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  5 

(..)  June  10, ’39 

Modern  Methods  (..)... July  15,  ’39 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  8 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Mar.  25,  ’39 
LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

It’s  an  111  Wind  (7) Jan.  28 

Polar  Pals  (..) June  3,  ’39 

Porky  and  Teabiscuit  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 
Pork.v’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  11 

Porky’s  Picnic  (..) July  15,  ’39 

Pork.v’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13, ’39 

Scalp  Trouble  (..) June  24,  ’39 

Wise  Quack  (..) Aug.  5,  ’39 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10) . Jan.  21, '39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7, '39 
Cl.ide  McCo.v  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

( . . ) Apr.  8 

.Jerr.v  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Larry  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Leith  Stevens  & Orch. 

(..) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  & Orch  (..)... July  1,  ’39 
Russ  Morgan  Si  Orcnesira 


(11)  Feb.  26 

Will  Osborne  & Orch. 

<■•) July  22,  ’39 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Strijies  Forever  (7)  .Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..).. June  3,  ’39 

comic  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daff.v  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22, ’39 

Dangerous  Dan  McFoo 

(••) July  15,  ’39 

Dog  Gone  Modern  (7)  . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldriish  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateiir  Night  (7) . . . . Jan.  28, ’39 
Naughty  But  Blice  (7)  ..May  20, ’39 

Old  Glory  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robiiihood  iMakes  Good  (7) . . .Feb.  11 
Snow  Man’s  Land  (..).. July  29,  ’39 

’J'he  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

'Thugs  With  Dirty  Mugs  (7)  May  6,  39 

TECHNICOLOR 

Bill  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12,  ’39 

L)  Lincoln  in  tlie  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11, 

()uiet  Please  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7, ’30 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 
'The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . . .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
Crawfords  at  Home  ( . . ) . . Apr.  15, ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

'Tax  'Trouble  (10) Mar.  18, ’39 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, '.39 

Witness  Trouble  (..)... July  29,  ’39 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11)... Mar.  4 


Chained  (..)  A|ir.  1 

Haunted  House  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  (..) July  7, ’39 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) . . .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Three-Minute  Fuse  (..).Juiy  29,  ’39 
Voodoo  Fires  (11)  May  6 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Fl.ving  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

Mandrake  the  Magician ...  May  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  'Treasure  Island ...  Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  burlod 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 


REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Cirele 

12  Chapters  June  10 ’39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Mile? 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men  Sept.  2 

15  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd,  Irving 
Pichel,  Ted  Pearson,  Phylis  Isley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. Feb.  25, ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ...  .July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr..  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17, ’,39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
jr. 
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ut  lop  oi  coiaiim  is  week  ending.  Number  in  square  ib 
national  release  daie,  1938-39.  Production  number  is  at  right. 
Running  time  (company  estimate)  follows  title.  Letter  "A" 
indicates  Adult  classification,  otherwise  Family  suitability. 
R — is  review  date.  Symbol  SJ  indicates  BOXOFTICE  Blue  Rib 
bon  Award  Winner.  Symbol  indicates  color  photography. 


1 APRIL  22 

APRIL  29 

MAY  6 

MAY  13 

MAY  20 

MAY  27  ll' 

[ig]  Western  9214 

l..aw  Comes  to  Texas 
(57) 

Bill  Elliott 

R— May  27 

Western  9206 

Similers  of  the  Range (58) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

R — June  10 

[n  Drama  9031 

Outside  Tiiese  Walis  (61) 
D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 

R — June  3 

[YY]  Action  Drama  901G 

Blind  Alley  (71) 

O.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 

R — Apr.  29 

^ Action  Drama  900:l| 
Only  Angels  Have  'Hf 

Wings  (122)  R-May  2(1 
C.  Grant-J.  Arthur  T 

[HI  Action  Drama  902* 
Missing  Daughters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  21 

Drama  301 

Exile  Express  (70) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
H— Feb.  18 

[13]  Western  WI-19 

Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 

Tex  Fletcher-J.  Barclay 
R— Feb.  18 

^ Action  Drama  311 

Panama  Palrol  (69) 

Leon  Ames 

Charlotte  Wvnters 

R — Feb.  25 

1 

^ Comedy  934 

The  Hardys  Ride  High 
(81) 

M.  Rooney-L.  Stone 

R — Apr.  22 

^ Drama  932 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (86) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Apr.  29 

Comedy  933 

laicky  Night  (82) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Tayloi 
R — May  6 

|l2|  Action  Drama  935 

Tell  No  Tales  (69) 

Melvyn  Douglas 

Louise  Platt 

R— May  20 

[I^  Comedy  936 

K’w  a Wonderful  World 
(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stew'art 

R — May  13 

HI  Comedy  937 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage)  | 
Robt.  Young-Annabella  ; 
R— May  27  ; 

gH  Melodrama  3829 

Wanted  by  Scotland 

Yard  (62) 

James  Stephenson 

Betty  Lynne 

R— Apr.  29 

[Y]  Action  Drama  3820 
Boys  Reformatory  (61) 
Frankie  Darro 

R — May  6 

[l8|  Western  3864 

Down  the  Wyoming 

Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — June  17 

Aetlon  Drama  38131  ( 
Wolf  Call  (65)  ' 

John  Carroll-Movlta  rl. 

R— May  27  ' 

1^  Drama  3833 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 

(85) 

Wallace  Ford-Allne  Mc- 
Mahon-Patrlcia  Ellis 

R — Apr.  15 

^ Comedy  Drama  3834 

The  l.ady*8  From  Ken- 
tucky (77) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 
R — Apr.  15 

Outdoor  Drama  3835 
^Cnion  Pacific  (137) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Joel  McCrea 

R — May  6 

|l^  Drama  3836 

Hotel  Imperial  (80) 

1.  Mlranda-R.  Milland 

R — Apr.  22 

[l^  Musical  38.37 

Some  IJke  It  Hot  (65) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 
Gene  Krupa 

R — May  13 

^6)  Drama  3838 

I nmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 

R — May  27 

^ Drama  3864 

Stolen  TJfe  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 

R — Apr.  29 

[19]  Western  854 

Frontier  Pony  Express 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

R — Apr.  16 

gsl  Action  Drama  811 

Street  of  Missing  Men 
(65) 

Chas.  Bickford-H.  Carey 

R — Apr.  29 

[5]  Western  844 

Blue  Montana  Skies  (56) 
Gene  Autry-June  Storey 

R — May  6 

[1^  Western  866 

Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 

R — June  24 

|15|  uuldooi  >i.e«.-taele  kOl 
Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  DIx-G.  Patrick 

R — Apr.  15 

[is]  Western  855 

Southward  Ho!  (58) 

R.  Hoerers-M.  Hart 

R — June  17 

H]  Drama  812 

The  Zero  Hour  (62) 

Frieda  Inescort 

R— Mav  27 

^ Action  Drama  922 
Fixer  Dugan  (68) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 
R— Apr.  29 

^ Melodrama  923 

Rookie  Cop  (60) 

Tim  Holt;  R-Apr.  29 
m Musical  838 

Mory  of  Vernon  tnd 
Irene  Castle  (92) 

F.  Astaire-G.  Rogers, 

R — Mar.  18 

[~5]  Comedy  Drama  924 
Jsorority  House  (63) 

Anne  Shirley-J.  Ellison 

R — Apr.  22 

Melodrama  925 

I’nnnma  l.nd.v  (65) 

I..  Ball-A.  Lane 

R — May  13 

. 

^ Western  984 

ILicketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R — May  20 

^ Comedy  Drama  939 

Winner  Take  All  (61) 
Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 
R— Feb.  25 

Melodrama  945 

Inspector  Hornleiffh  (76) 

G.  Harker-MIki  Hood 

R— Apr.  22 

Outdoor  Drama  9'40 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(71)  R— Apr.  29 

Warner  Baxter 

Lynn  Bari-Henry  Hull 

Musical  8012 

CUmhing  High  (71) 

J Matthew.s:  R-Apr.22 

[s]  Action  Drama  941 

Chasing  Danger  (60) 
Preston  Foster 

Lynn  Bari 

R — Jan.  7 

[p]  Musical  942 

Rose  of  Washington 
.'<f|uare  (86) 

Alice  Faye 

Tyrone  Power 

A1  Jolson 

R— May  13 

|l9)  Comedy  943 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  ll^itbers-A.  Whelan 

R — May  13 

^ Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  (torillu  (66) 

Rltz  Bros.  II 

R— May  27  ^ 

^ Comedy 

Zenobia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Binie  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 

R— Mar.  18 

|2^  Action  Drama 

Capfaiu  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen-June 
I.ang-Brlan  Aheme 

R — May  13 

^ Action  Drama  3018 
Big  Town  Czar  (66) 
Barton  MacLane 

Eve  Arden 

R— Apr.  22 

^ Comedy  Drama  3030 
For  Love  or  Money  (66) 
June  Lang 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Apr.  22 

Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Chainp  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 

R — May  20 

^ Action  Drama  3040 
They  Asked  for  Ft  (61) 

B.  Lundigan-J.  Hodges 

R— July  8 

^ Drama  FN354 

Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 

^ Comedy  FN373 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (59) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 

R — Apr.  22 

[e]  Action  Drama  FN’353 
Confessions  of  a Nazi 

Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Lya  Lyg 

R — Apr.  29 

Action  Drama  WB322 
'I’orchy  Runs  for  Mayor 

(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — April  1 

Action  Drama  FN364 
Y<m  Can’t  Get  Away 
With  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 

R— Jan.  28 

g Action  Drama  FN374 
Code  of  tite  Secret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 

R — May  13 

Ij 
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1 JUNE  3 

JUNE  10 

JUNE  17 

JUNE  24 

JULY  1 

JULY  8 j 

P[Y]  Action  Drama  9024 
tapped  in  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMllle 

R — Feb.  18 

|~j~l  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 

Comedy  1072 

Awful  Truth  (92)  reissue 
liene  Dunne 

Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (58) 

('  .‘4tarrett-l.  Meredith 

R — July  1 

pol  Action  Drama  9012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  "Q”  Planes) 

L.  Olivier-V.  Hobson 

R — June  10 

|2^  Drama  9032 

Parents  on  Trial  (57) 
Parker-Downs;  R-JuIy  8 

1^  Comedy  9005 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73):  R-June  24 

J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 

^ Western  lVI-3 

Sinfting  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

|~^  Melodrama  938 

(j,000  Kneinies  (61) 

Walter  Pidgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

Action  Drama  939 
Tiir/au  rindsavSon!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — June  3 

g Comedy  940 

.Mai'.ie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 

Itobert  Young 

R — June  17 

g I^rama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R— July  1 

Drama  942 

OOn  Borrowed  Time 
(99) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

R — July  8 

rj"!  Wet^tern  3855 

i Across  the  Plains  (53) 

1 (For.  Riders  of  the 

1 Rio  Grande) 

1 Jack  Randall 
|R — June  3 

[xo]  Melodrama  3843 

Should  a Girl  3Iarry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 
R — Aug.  5 

|~j~|  Action  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— July  8 

lyi  Comedy  3839 

(iira<‘ie  Allrii  .Murder  ('a«e 

1 75) 

Grade  Allen 

Warren  William 

R- May  13 

|~^  Action  Drama  3840 
TTndercover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J.  C.  Naish 

R — May  27 

^ Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 

(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 

R — May  20 

|2^  Melodrama  3842 

Grand  .Jury  JSeerets  (68) 

J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 

R — May  20 

g Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 

D.  Woods-E.  Venable 

R — Mar.  25 

g Melodranm  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — June  24 

U]  Musical  3845 

Man  About  Town  (85) 

Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

Action  Drama  813 
s.  O.  S.  'I'idal  Wiive  (GO) 

R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 

R — June  3 

Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— July  8 

Western  856 

In  Old  Caliente  (57) 

Roy  Royers;  R-July  15 

Western  867 

Wyoming:  Outlaw  (52) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R— July  15 

[Y|  Drama  814 

Mickey,  the  liid  (66) 

Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryan 
R— July  1 

[JJ  Corned  V 9*48 

<.it!  I'roin  Mexico  (71) 
LuTie  Velez- 1 )onald  Woods 
R — May  20 

^ Melodrama  926 

Girl  aiul  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-L.  Carrillo 

K — June  10 

g Drama  927 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

g Mystery  Drama  929 

Saint  in  London  (70) 

('fPO.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 

(30I  Western  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

[t]  Melodrama  930 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edw.  Ellis 

R — July  1 

|~^  Comedy  Drama  948 

■ Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
1 u ood  (fiU) 

iJed  Prouty 

Ish  irley  Deane 

■ r— May  27 

Drama  947 

QYoung:  Mr.  lincoln 
(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Keiio 

(71) 

S.  Toler- Phyllis  Brooks 

R — June  3 

g Com.  Drama  954 

Susannah  of  the  Moun- 
ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randoli)h  Scott 

R — June  17 

|3o|  Comedy  Drama  950 

It  Could  Happen  to  Yon 

(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

[y|  Melodrama  9.52 

Mr.  Moto  'I'ukes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 

R — Nov.  19 

|Y|  Action  Drama  3010 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

[2]  Comedy  UeLssue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Pou'eil-C.  Lombard 

[y|  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94' 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

|~^  Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

g Melodrama  3038 

House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 
liene  Hervey 

U — May  20 

Drama  3031 

Forgotten  YVoman  (68) 
Sigrid  Gurie-Don.  Briggs 

R— July  8 

[y|  Comedy  Drama  FN37S 
■ilan  IVho  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewin 

R — April  8 

[lo|  Hist.  Drama  \VB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

Com.  M-Drama  HH32I 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  TJtel 

R^Tuly  15 

g Action  Drama  FN363 
Kill  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R — May  27 

C'oin. -Music  WB311 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 

Dick  Powell 

R — June  10 

[Y]  Action  Drama  YVB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — June  24 

|[^  Comedy  Aster 

■Gay  Nineties  (64) 

Western  Astor 

Tumbleweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 

R — May  27 

Musical  A.stor 

Fverything  Is  Rhythm 

(60) 

Harry  Roy-Princess  Pearl 

g Melodrama  Astor 

r-67  (65) 

Allan  Hale 

[Y|  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 

Noah  Beery-M.  Love 
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1 JULY  15 

JULY  22 

JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19  [ 

|l^  Western  920H 

Man  From  Sundown  (59) 
Starrett- Meredith 

R — Aug.  5 

[lo|  Diania  9025 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 

(60) 

Hudson-Kruger;  R-July  8 

1^  Comedy  9010 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 
(68) 

Penny  Singleion 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  22 

[28]  Action  Drama  9033 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (62) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Aug.  5 

[4^  Action  Drama  9008 
Coast  Guard  (72) 

Randolph  Scott 

Francos  Dee 

R — Aug.  19 

[it]  Melodrama  9018  g 

Man  They  Could  Not  {\< 

Hang  (64)  jc 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  19 

lli]  Drama  943 

They  All  Come  Out  (70) 
liiia  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

R — July  8 

^ Comedy  9-U 

Andy  flnrdy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (87) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — July  15 

g Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

R— May  20 

[~4~|  Drama  910 

Miracles  for  Sale  (70) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

R — Aug.  5 

[n]  Drama  917 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  (91) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

R — Aug.  12 

[x^  Comedy  Drama  948  ^ 

These  Glamour  Girs  (79)  0 

Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner  J 

Anita  Louise  F 

R — Aug.  26  B 

Western  .2865 

Man  From  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Kitten 

R — Aug.  12 

[T|  Mystery  3807 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R— July  22 

[l5|  Drama  with  Mus.  3835  ( 

Girl  From  Kio  (62)  ,j  j 

Movita-Warren  Hull  (j 

R — Aug.-  12  J 

Western  3866  j 

Killers  of  Frontier  (58)  I 

Tex  Ritter  1 

[m]  Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Doilnr  Leg's  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R — July  15 

^ Action  Drama  3847 

iMagiiificent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamirotf-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

R— July  1 

[28]  Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (64) 
.\nna  May  Wong 

R — July  29 

[T]  Comedy  3819 

Night  Work  (62) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

R — Aug.  12 

[H]  Comedy  Drama  3850 
Our  Leading  Citizen  (90) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

R — Aug.  5 

ra  Melodrama  3865  ! 

This  Man  Is  News  (75)  1 

Barry  K.  Barnes  i 

V.  Hobson  R— July  29  ! 

[x^  Western  3859 

Kenegade  Trail  (58)  ' 

William  Boyd 

R.  Hayden  R — July  29 

|l5|  Musical  Comedy  815 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
R— July  1 

|26]  Comedy  816 

Should  Husbands  Work? 

(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R— July  22 

^ Western  840 

Colorado  Sunset  (64) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Aug.  5 

Western  868 

New  Frontier  (5S) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Aug.  19 

Western  847 

In  Old  Monterey  (70) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R— July  29 

[li]  Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
|ii|  Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron  (79)  reissue 
Joel  McCrea-Rlchard  Dix 

|2i[  Musical  947 

Way  Down  South  (62) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R — July  22 

|2^  Melodrama  931 

Si>eUbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

R — July  15 

[4~|  Comedy  938 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

In]  Western  933 

Bad  Lands  (66) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  jr. 

R— July  29 

[xs]  Drama  936 

In  Name  Only  (92) 

Carole  Lombard  ' 

Cary  Grant-K.  Francis 

R— Aug.  12 

[li]  Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 
t'Uiija  Henie 

Tv  rone  Power 

R— July  8 

Action  Drama  953 

News  Is  Made  at  Night(71) 
P.  Foster-L.  Bari 

R— July  8 

1^  Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
R— July  29 

[^  Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binriie  Barnes 

R— July  29 

[T|  Comedy  Drama  091 

KIsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 
Women  (82) 

.Win  Sothern 

James  Ellison 

R— July  29 

[n]  Comedy  Drama  003 

Chicken  Wagon  Family 
(65) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Aug.  19 

[jg]  Adventure  Drama  003 

Stanley  and  Livingstone^ 

Spencer  Tracy  ll|| 

Nancy  Kelly-R.  Greene  BU 

g Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

R— July  22 

Drama 

©Four  F’eathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 

June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R— July  8 

1^  Drama  with  Music 

The.v  Shall  Have  Music 
(120) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 

J.  Heifetz;  R-July  16 

Comedy  3008 

Unexpected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mlscha  Auer 

R — July  22 

^ Drama  3007 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 
George  Raft-C.  Trevor 

R— July  22 

[n]  Drama  3003 

Wlien  Tomorrow  Comes 
(90) 

Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

R~Aug.  19 

Action  Drama  \VlJ‘i25 
Waterfront  (59) 

Don  is  Morgan 

Gloria  Dickson 

R— July  1 

Drama  FN360 

Daughters  Courageous 

(107) 

Lane  Sisters 

John  Garfield 

R — June  24 

|2^  Comedy  FN36G 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 

Gloria  Dickson 

R — July  8 

[~^  Melodrama  WB315 
Indianapolis  Si>eedway 
(82), 

Ann  Sheridan 

Pat  O’Brien 

R— July  15 

[12]  Comedy  WB326 

Toroliy  I’la.vs  With 
D.viiamite  (59) 

J.  Wyman-A.  Jenkins 

R — Aug.  5 

[l9|  Drama  FN.336 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 

Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 

R— July  22 
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A GUIDE  TO 


^kati 


CURRENT  RELEASES 


AUGUST  26 


Comedy  Drama  9017 
Five  Uttle  Peppers  ( . . ) 
Edith  Fellows 


SEPTEMBER  2 


g Wild  Horse  Picture 

Kongra,  the  Wild  Stallion 

(.  .) 


SEPTEMBER  9 


[5^  Drama  9002 

Golden  Boy  (100) 
Stanwyck-Holden 
R — Aug.  19 

pf]  Mystery  Drama  1025 
Hidden  Power  (60) 

Jack  Holt-Gert.  Michael 
R — May  29  


SEPTEMBER  16 


Western  1201 

Outpost  of  the  Mounties 
Chas.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
(.  .) 


SEPTEMBER  23 


[21]  Drama 

Those  High  Grey  Walls 

(.  .) 

Walter  Connolly 
Iris  Meredith 


SEPTEMBER  30  fj 


Scandal  Sheet  ( , . ) 
Otto  Kruger 
Ona  Munson 


Comedy  Fantasy  949 

©Wizard  of  Oz  (102) 
Judy  Garland 
Frank  Morgan 
B — Aug.  19 


[T|  Comedy  Drama  1 

The  Women  (134) 

Norma  Shearer 
Joan  Crawford 
Rosalind  Russell 
R — Sept.  2 


Comedy  2 

Henry  Goes  Arizona  ( . . ) 

(..) 

Frank  Morgan 


[22]  Drama 

Thunder  Afloat  ( . . ) 

Wallace  Beery 
Chester  Morris 
Virginia  Grey 


[2^  Comedy  Drama  3 

Dancing  Co-ed  ( . . ) 

Lana  Turner 
Richard  Carlson 


|2^  Western  38.56 

Oklahoma  Terror  ( . . ) 
Jack  Randall 

g Melodrama  3826 

Irish  Luck  (61) 

F.  Darro-D.  Purcell 
R — Aug.  26 


[J^  Action  Drama 

Sky  Patrol  ( . . ) 
John  Trent 
Marjorie  Reynolds 


3815 


Outdoor  Drama 
Crashing  Thru  ( . . ) 
James  Newell 
Jean  Carmen 


Drama  3803 
Mutiny  in  the  Big  House 
(•■) 

Chas.  Bickford 
Barton  MacLane 


^ Musical  Comedy  3851 
Star  Maker  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 
Louise  Campbell 
R — Aug.  19 


IT]  Melodrama  3901 
Death  of  a Champion 

(66) 

L.  Overman-R.  Paige 


[T]  Western 

Range  War  (66) 

W.  Boyd-R.  Hayden 
R — Aug.  12 


3954 


[1^  Drama  3902 

Beau  Geste  (114) 

Gary  Cooper-R.  Milland 
R— July  29 


1^  Comedy 

$1,000  a Touchdown  ( . . ) 

Joe  E.  Brown 
Martha  Raye 


1^  Action  Drama  825 
Smuggled  Cargo  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 
Barry  MacKay 
R — Aug.  26 


Drama  9111 
Flight  at  Midnight  (66) 
P.  Regan-J.  Parker 
R — Sept.  2 


Western  857 
Wall  Street  Cowboy  ( . . ) 
R.  Rogers-G.  Hayes 


Calling  All  Marines  ( . . ) 

D.  Barry-H.  Mack 


|T]  Melodrama  935 
Conspiracy  (59) 

A.  Lane-L.  Hayes 
R — Sept.  2 


[gj  Western  980 

Fighting  Gringo  (60) 
Geo.  O’Brien;  R-Sept.  2 

fs]  Drama  003 

Full  Confession  (72) 

V.  McLaglen-S.  Eilers 
R — Aug.  26 


[1^  Comedy  002 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept 

(.  .) 

J.  Penner-B.  Grable 


Comedy  Drama  934 
Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (80) 
Ginger  Rogers 
James  Ellison 
R — Aug.  26 


g Drama  001 

Nurse  Kdith  Cavell  (95) 
Anna  Neagle 
Geo.  Sanders 
R — Aug.  26 


g Comedy 

Quick  Millions  (61) 
(The  Jones  Family) 
Jed  Prouty 
Spring  Byington 
R — Aug.  5 


[T]  Detective  Drama  00.5 
Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  (85) 

B.  Rathbone-I.  Lupino 
R — Aug.  26 


[T]  Melodrama  006 

Charlie  Chan  at  Trea- 
sure Island  (73) 

S.  Toler-P.  Moore 
R — Aug.  12 


|l5|  Drama  011 

The  Rains  Came  ( . . ) 
Myrna  Loy-Tyrone  Power 
George  Brent 


g Comedy  008 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (57) 
Jean  Rogers 
IVilliam  Frawley 
R — Sept.  2 


g Drama  009 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 
(.  ■) 

R.  Greene-N.  Kelly 


|l5|  Drama 

Intermezzo,  A Love  Story 

(.  .) 

Leslie  Howard 
Ingrid  Bergman 
John  Halliday 


g Melodrama 

The  Real  Glory  ( . . ) 

Gary  Cooper 
Andrea  Leeds 


[T]  Comedy  Drama 

Underpup  (88) 

Gloria  Jean-Truex-Grey 
R — Sept.  2 
|T~|  Outdoor  Drama 
Mutiny  on  the  Bla<;k 
Hawk  (66)  R — June  24 
R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 


[T]  Drama 

Two  Bright  Boys  ( . . ) 
Jackie  Cooper 
Freddie  Bartholomew 
|~8]  Western 

Desperate  Trails  (58) 
John  Mack  Brown 
Bob  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 


g Musical  Comedy 

Hawaiian  Nights  (64) 
Downs- Carl  isle 
R — Aug.  26 
g Musical 

Mikado  (92) 

Kenny  Baker 
R — Jan.  7 


g Drama 

Rio  (..) 

Slgrid  Gurie 
Basil  Rathbone 


g Comedy  with  Music 

First  Love  ( . . ) 
Deanna  Durbin 


g Comedy  FN376 

Hobby  Family,  The  (54) 
Irene  Rich-H.  O’Neill 
R — Aug.  26 

g Drama  FN367 

Angels  Wash  Their 
Faces  (96) 

Ann  Sheridan;  R-Aug.  5 


g Drama  FN452 

The  Old  Maid  (95) 

B.  Davis-M.  Hopkins 
R — Aug.  5 


g Com.  Melo.  WB419 
Nancy  Drew  and  the 
Hidden  Staircase  (60) 
Bonita  Granville 
Frankie  Thomas 
R — Aug.  26 


g Drama 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (88) 
John  Garfield 
Priscilla  Lane 
R — Aug.  19 


g Comedy  FN469 
No  Place  to  Go  (57) 

Fred  Stone 
Gloria  Dickson 
Denis  Morgan 


g Melodrama  WB415 
A Child  Is  Born  (79) 

G.  Pitzgerald-G.  George 
J.  Lynn 
R — Aug.  5 
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j OCTOBER  7 

OCTOBER  14 

OCTOBER  21 

OCTOBER  28 

NOVEMBER  4 

NOVEMBER  11 

[Is]  Comedy  Drama 

Sir.  Smith  Goes  to  W’ash- 
ington  (..) 

Jean  Arthur 

James  Stewart 

^ Comedy 

Beware  Spooks ! { . . ) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

Mary  Carlisle 

i 

[T]  Action  Drama  3816 
Scouts  of  the  Air  ( . . ) 
John  Trent 

[p]  Western  3857 

Overland  Mail  (..) 

Jack  Randall 

Comedy 

What  a Life  ( . . ) 

B.  Field-J.  Cooper 

[is]  Drama 

Jamaica  Inn  (106) 

C.  Laughton-M.  O’Hara 
R— July  8 

1^  Drama 

Television  Spy  ( . . ) 

W.  Henry-J.  Barrett 

|27]  Drama 

Disputed  Passage  ( . . ) 

D.  Lamour-A.  Tamlroff 

J.  Howard 

pg]  Comedy  Drama 
Honeymoon  in  Kali  ( . . ) 
(For.  My  Love  for  Yours) 
M.  Carroll-F.  MacMurray 

|6|  Drama 

'I'hree  Sons  ( . . ) 
E.  Ellis-V.  Vale 


|i3|  Musical  9S6 

Ever.vthiiigr  on  Ice  (..) 

I.  Dare-E.  Linden 


Comedy 

Flying:  Deuces  (..) 
Laurel  & Hardy 


010 


^ Outdoor  Drama  006 

Allegheny  Frontier  ( . . ) 

John  Wayne 
Claire  Trevor 


[s]  lu-ama  010 

The  Escape  (liO) 

K.  Riehmond-A.  Duff 


[13|  Musical  007 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  ( . . ) 
Alice  Faye-Don  Ameche 


Comedy 

Shipyard  Sally  (80) 
G.  Fields-S.  Howard 


018 


1^  Action  Drama  013 
20,000  Men  a Year  ( . . ) 
R.  Scott-M.  Healy 


[e]  Comedy 

Eternally  Yours  ( . . ) 
Loretta  Young 
David  Niven 


Hoiisekeeirer’s  Daughter 

(.  .) 

Joan  Bennett-Wm.  Gargan 
Adolphe  Menjou 
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BOXOFFICE 


September  2,  1939 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classiiied  Ads  10c  Per  Word.  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leattna  4iouie 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request.  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


NEW  AND  FACTORY  REBUILT  theatre 
sound  equipment  for  Simplex,  Powers.  Mo- 
tiograph  and  Superior  projectors  at  spe- 
cial low  prices.  Cash  or  terms.  Sound 
Division,  The  CINCINNATI  TIME  RE- 
CORDER CO.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


REAR  SHUTTERS  FOR  SIMPLEX. 
$29.50!  Here’s  value — while  they  last. 
Take  advantage — modernize  your  Simplex 
by  installing  rear  shutters.  S.O  S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


600  SPRING  upholstered  theatre  chairs. 
Good  Condition.  $2.00  each.  AMUSE- 
MENT SUPPLY  CO.,  INC.,  341  West  44th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


350  SEAT  COLORED  SHOW  — Fully 
equipped,  Macon,  Ga.  Available  December 
1,  possibly  sooner.  Fixtures  and  improve- 
ments; $4,500.00  cash;  assume  lease  $75.00 
per  month.  Write  Murphey,  Taylor  & Ellis, 
Macon,  Georgia. 


HELP  WANTED 


OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


HERE’S  WHAT  YOU’VE  BEEN  WAIT- 
ING FOR;  Re-equip,  using  S.O.S.  easy 
time  payment  plan — available  on  quality 
theatre  equipment.  Write  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

BIG  FALL  SALE— NOW— Duo  Sound 
Master  sound  heads,  amplifiers,  two  way 
horn  systems — write  for  prices.  The  BAL- 
LANTYNE  CO.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha, 
Nebr. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


FOR  SALE  — Simplex  machine  with 
sound  head.  Opera  House,  Triplett,  Mo. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 

NEW  COMPLETE  S.O.S.  SOUND  SYS- 
'TEM,  $239.50,  for  400  seat  theatre.  In- 
cludes 2 Cinemaphone  soundheads,  G.  E. 
motors,  drives,  15  watt  amplifier.  Jensen 
concert  speaker,  baffle,  monitor,  etc.  Guar- 
anteed and  ready  for  immediate  shipment. 
S O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


DO  YOU  NEED  CHAIRS?  We’ve  got 
12,423  good  used  veneer  and  upholstered 
seats,  75c  up.  Write  for  free  list  now! 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WILL  BUY,  LEASE  OR  MANAGE  THE- 
ATRE. Nineteen  years  experience,  married; 
eleven  years  with  one  chain.  I like  hard 
work  and  stiff  competition.  Increased 
profits  in  every  spot.  Proof  of  exploitation 
ability  and  success  furnished.  Write— 
E.  L.  Fawks,  Graford,  Texas. 


WANTED — Non-competitive  small  thea- 
tre, northern  Illinois.  B-1149,  Boxoffice. 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  WANTED — Buy  or  lease  in 
New  England  or  New  York.  Box  872. 
Springfield,  Mass. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST  — Experienced;  do 
sign,  scenery  painting;  own  P.  A.  system; 
$27.50;  references.  Behi’ens,  902  N.  Eighth. 
Sheboygan,  Wisconsin. 


EXPERIENCED  PROJECTIONIST,  ME- 
CHANIC— Reliable,  married;  now  unem- 
ployed; go  anywhere.  B-1148,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST-MECHANIC— 15  years 
experience;  references.  Projectionist.  4008 
Clarendon,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


BINGO  CARDS 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES 

Write  today  for  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  UOO.  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB,  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER”  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


)10c  a word 
4 insertions 
With  Order)  j at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE. 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WAN’TED: 


BOXOFFICE  ; ; September  2,  1939 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  1804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Ftirms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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See 


year  '39^’ 40  has  opened  up  with  all  eyes  on  Leo  the  Lion! 


THERE’S  A FORTUNE 
IN  YOUR  PALM! 

When  you  see  “THE  WOMEN”  (Norma  Shearer,  Joan 
Crawford,  Rosalind  Russell)  and  “BABES  IN  ARMS” 
(Mickey  Rooney,  Judy  Garland)  you  will  understand 
the  furore  these  productions  have  already  created. 

No  season  has  ever,  thus  early,  yielded  two  such  sen- 
sational attractions. 

Previews  of  other  early  releases  from  M-G-M  will  be  held 
shortly.  What  you  have  heard  is  true.  M-G-M  is  racing 
far  ahead  of  the  entire  field.  The  wise  money  is  on  Leo! 
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ITS  A TIME  FOR  STEADY  HEADS 


MAKE  this  brief  and,  we  hope,  very  much  to  the  point. 

War  is  raging  and  intensifying  in  Europe.  This  country  cannot  escape  its  economic 
reverberations. 

It  is  too  early  to  predict  how. 

On  the  pages  that  follow,  readers  will  find  as  thorough  an  analysis  of  prevailing  opinion  as 
dispassionate  reporting  was  able  to  gather  by  press  time.  It  is  easily  within  probability  that  the 
situation  may  have  changed  since  then,  so  rapidly  is  the  march  of  events  crystallizing. 

Drawing  upon  the  experiences  which  grew  out  of  the  First  World  War,  but  admitted  to  be 
guesswork  now,  the  prevailing  impression  among  floods  of  impressions  is  that  an  exhibition  boom 
is  on  its  way,  induced  by  billions  to  be  spent  in  this  country  by  the  belligerent  nations.  If  this 
turns  out  to  be  fact,  the  profits  may  again  remind  of  pre-depression  times. 

Yet,  this  may  not  be  the  turn  at  all.  The  future  easily  may  be  marked  by  a need  for  re- 
trenchment;  an  eventual,  if  not  sooner,  tightening  of  the  belt  and  the  exercise  of  a business 
caution  such  as  this  industry,  in  its  modern  phases,  has  thus  far  not  been  called  upon  to  observe. 

Because  the  days  are  fraught  with  uncertainty  and  bewilderment,  this,  certainly,  is  a time 
for  steady  heads  and  cool  reasoning.  There  may  be  no  cause  for  hysteria.  Yet  tomorrow  may 
bring  with  it  an  hysteria  leading  into  blind  folly  from  which  recovery  will  not  be  easy. 

This  is  indeed  a time  for  steady  heads.  And  a time,  too,  for  an  industry  that  may  be  called 
upon  to  pass  through  difficulties  no  man  can  forecast  to  make  one  more  effort  at  burying  its 
factional  strifes  in  a front  united  in  unflinching  resolve  to  meet  whatever  the  common  problem 
may  be. 


BEST  GUESS  IS  WAR  ORDERS  PRESAGE  BOOM 
IN  EXfflBinON,  BUT  CAUTION  IS  WATCHWORD 

Strict  Hollywood  Economy  Gov't  Is  Sure  Producers  Won't 

And  Production  Cuts  n ri  t ir  n-  - t 

Also  Are  Envisioned  Iieilect  Any  BiaS  lU  PrOCLUCt 


By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — Predicated  on  the  theory 
that  the  European  war  will  be  of  extend- 
ed duration,  the  industry  faces  a boom 
in  domestic  exhibition  but  also  a strict 
economy  program  in  Hollywood  coupled 
with  possible  curtailment  in  production, 
as  a companion  hobby  horse  designed  for 
protection  in  the  event  the  exhibition  gar- 
den does  not  flower. 

There  is  no  certainty  about  this  fore- 
cast and  those  who  venture  the  opinion 
quickly  describe  it  as  a guess  and  a trial 
balloon  sent  aloft  in  an  atmosphere  of 
complete  uncertainty.  However,  this  is 
how  domestic  and  foreign  sales  executives, 
as  well  as  some  top-ranking  executives,  view 
a situation  unparalleled  in  the  latter  day 
history  of  the  industry.  Observations  are. 
for  the  most  part,  informal  and  in  many 
cases  privately  ventured,  but  the  facts  ap- 
pear to  indicate  the  industry  may  have 
much  to  lose  and  little  to  gain  for  the 
long  haul. 

Down  in  Early  Stages 

There  seems  to  be  no  conflict  of  opinion 
insofar  as  the  impact  of  the  early  phases 
of  the  second  World  War  are  concerned. 
It  is  expected  and  already  regretfully  dis- 
counted that  the  initial  period  will  find 
grosses  generally  down.  But  once  the  lull 
has  subsided  and  the  public  gets  accus- 
tomed to  “reading  the  evening  newspapers, 
listening  to  the  radio  and  then  going  to 
the  movies,”  as  one  forecaster  presents 
his  forecast,  a normal  boxoffice  is  antici- 
pated with  quality  product,  as  usual,  de- 
termining the  flow  or  ebb  of  the  gross. 

However,  the  “cash  and  carry”  ruling 
of  the  government  which  will  permit  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  all  commodities 
except  munitions  of  wars  to  belligerent 
powers  is  expected  to  result  in  millions, 
and  perhaps  billions,  of  dollars  of  pur- 
chases here,  largely  for  England  and 
Pi-ance  which  have  the  ocean  bottoms  to 
convey  their  buys  overseas.  It  was  ex- 
plained, however,  that  the  exemption  of 
Canada  from  the  President’s  neutrality 
regulation  was  due  to  the  fact  that  Can- 
ada at  the  time  had  not  declared  war  on 
Germany  and  did  not  constitute  a back 
door  for  the  shipment  of  war  material  to 
the  Allied  powers.  The  stepping  up  of 
government  defense  measures  in  navy 
yards  and  other  military  arms  is  putting 
tens  of  thousands  of  hitherto  idle  men 
back  at  work. 

In  a word,  developments  in  the  first 
week  of  European  hostilities  definitely  in- 
dicate a period  of  wartime  prosperity  which 
will  place  unpredictable  millions  of  dollars 
in  circulation  out  of  which  it  is  anticipated 
this  industry  will  draw  its  share.  These 


Washington — The  Administration  ex- 
pects this  industry  to  exercise  care,  as  well 
as  good  taste,  in  production  so  that  no 
bias  is  shown  toward  any  of  the  European 
belligerents.  P\irthermore,  it  believes  that 
it  will. 

Newsreels  will  be  permitted  to  show  war 
scenes,  in  line  with  American  freedom  of 
the  press.  There  will  be  no  censorship  on 
this  side  of  the  water,  but  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  conflict  is  being  waged 
in  its  early  stages,  it  is  not  expected  here 
that  European  censorship  will  permit  much 
of  importance  to  come  through. 

(Newsreel  editors  in  New  York  inform 
Boxoffice  that  European  censorship 
already  is  in  full  effect  and  that  they 
expect  little  war  material  from  the 
front  unless  the  clips  are  released  by 
specific  governments  for  deliberate 
propaganda  purposes. ) 

As  a matter  of  fact.  Administration  of- 
ficials are  not  greatly  concerned  over  the 
behavior  of  producers.  They  have  demon- 
strated in  the  past  that  their  patriotism 
is  real  and  effective.  The  Administration, 
therefore,  appears  willing  to  pay  them  the 
compliment  of  leaving  the  handling  of  a 
ticklish  situation  in  their  hands.  Aside 
from  a general  tightening  up  of  the  re- 
strictions on  pictures  showing  military  and 
naval  activities,  a perfectly  natural  step 
in  wartime  in  a country  infested  with  spies, 
producers  will  find  little  difficulty  in  con- 
tinuing as  usual. 

The  espionage  situation  and  its  sister, 
propaganda,  are  two  very  different  things, 
however.  The  United  States  is  over-run 
with  agents  of  foreign  powers,  scurrying 
around  in  the  effort  to  pick  up  little 
secrets,  not  only  of  our  military  strength 
and  plans,  but  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
people,  the  business  and  financial  situa- 
tion and  all  the  little  things  that  govern- 
ments, particularly  foreign  governments. 


are  the  background  factors  leading  to  the 
conviction  prevalent  in  a number  of  quar- 
ters that  exhibition  is  facing  flush  times. 

On  the  strictly  foreign  side,  perhaps  the 
outstanding  note  in  conversations  with 
those  who  have  a vital  interest  in  the  ex- 
change of  film  for  dollars  in  countries  still 
open  for  business  is  the  status  of  cur- 
rency: Will  there  be  strict  embargoes? 
If  so,  for  how  long,  and  how  much  of  a 
loss  will  the  falling  English  sterling  incur? 

For  the  most  part,  anxiety  is  on  England, 
where  the  market  represents  up  to  52  per 
cent  of  the  40  per  cent  which  is  normally 
part  of  the  international  film  dollar.  There 
is  every  expectation  here  that  exhibition 


seem  to  find  so  interesting  and  important. 

Some  of  this  espionage  is  conducted 
with  the  aid  of  motion  picture  cameras. 
The  Dies  committee  is  investigating  that, 
as  well  as  the  “fellow  travelers”  of  the 
Communists,  the  Nazis  and  other  subver- 
sive groups  among  the  motion  picture 
people. 

The  Dies  committee  is  said  to  have  a list 
of  30  prominent  Hollywood  people  who 
have  made  heavy  contributions  to  the 
Communist  Party,  and  is  expected  to  go 
west  to  investigate  further  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. The  film  industry  ridicules  the 
charge,  as  well  it  might. 

Another  angle  of  the  situation  is  the 
propaganda  carried  in  the  foreign  pic- 
tures which  have  been  coming  into  the 
country.  The  Russian  pictures  are  frank- 
ly propaganda,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  German,  French  or  British  films  are 
free  from  it.  It  is  there,  but  like  the 
quinine  in  the  pill,  it  is  hidden  under  the 
chocolate  coating. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  propaganda, 
espionage  and  subversive  activities  in- 
vestigated by  the  Dies  committee  are  mere- 
ly the  window  dressing,  the  government’s 
propaganda  to  bring  the  situation  before 
the  people.  The  real  work  is  being  done 
behind  the  curtain  by  the  federal  bureau 
of  investigation  and  the  many  other 
agencies  which  have  an  interest  one  way 
or  another — the  post  office  department, 
the  customs  service,  the  immigration  ser- 
vice and  others. 

The  Administration  intends  to  tear  the 
veil  from  the  faces  of  those  who  are  push- 
ing Communism,  Nazi-ism  and  other 
isms  in  this  country.  It  may  result  in  some 
film  talent  losing  much  of  its  boxoffice 
appeal,  but  it  will  clear  the  air  and  the 
Administration  then  will  leave  it  to  the 
industry  to  support  American  neutrality 
and  later,  if  necessary,  American  pre- 
paredness for  whatever  may  eventuate. 


in  England  will  return  to  almost  normal 
once  the  flush  of  war  excitement  has 
passed.  Harry  M.  Warner,  returning  from 
London  on  the  Queen  Mary,  declared  the 
British  government  desires  to  encourage 
attendance  at  film  houses  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  morale  of  the  masses.  This  will  be 
accomplished  by  setting  up  theatres  in 
“safety  zones,”  in  comparatively  isolated 
areas,  where  shows  will  be  given  in  day- 
time only. 

Conversely,  some  sources  declare  that 
even  should  British  exhibition  get  back 
to  a fairly  normal  status  this  would  be 
of  no  avail  to  American  producers  if  Eng- 
( Continued  on  page  16) 
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WONT  RELAX  ANTI-TRUST  ENFORCEMENTS  IN 
GOVT  EFFORT  TO  CUSfflON  EFFECTS  OF  WAR 


Appeal  to  Roosevelt  Reported 

New  York — A highly  placed  film  executive,  representing  one  of  the  major  com- 
panies the  identity  of  which  thus  far  has  not  been  established  is  understood  to  have 
written  the  President  appealing  for  a relaxation  of  impending  anti-major  legal 
prosecutions  on  the  ground  the  war  imperils  essential  foreign  income  and  the  going 
on  domestic  ground  might  well  be  made  easier  by  the  Federal  authorities. 

There  is  no  indication  if  the  exact  detail  will  ever  become  known.  In  fact,  in 
view  of  the  enormous  pressure  under  which  the  President  is  working  in  his  efforts 
to  cushion  American  industry  to  withstand  the  effects  of  the  European  conflict,  doubt 
prevails  if  he  can  find  time  to  give  such  a request  his  attention.  A question  also 
prevails  as  to  whether  or  not  the  White  House  might  not  merely  pass  along  the 
communication  to  the  government  bureau  dealing  with  such  matters.  In  this  case, 
it  would  be  the  department  of  commerce,  of  course,  where  the  appeal  might  repose 
without  action. 

The  Washington  bureau  of  BOXOFFICE  reports  in  an  adjoining  column  that 
no  anti-trust  relaxation  is  likely  and  that,  in  fact,  the  government  is  expected  to 
tighten  existing  regulations  in  the  effort  to  prevent  profiteering  and  any  further 
extension  of  monopoly. 

Many  Americans  Are  in  Danger 
Zones;  All  Staying  at  Posts 

New  York — This  is  an  official  list  of  American  film  men  resident  in  belligerent 
countries,  as  furnished  by  the  companies  which  employ  them.  To  a man,  they  remam 
at  their  posts,  according  to  present  plans. 


Columbia 

Joseph  Friedman,  managing  director  in 
England;  headquarters,  London. 

Sidney  Bruckner,  traveling  auditor,  now 
in  Prance. 

Loew's,  Inc. 

Sam  Eckman  jr.,  managing  director  of 
M-G-M,  Ltd.;  headquarters,  London. 

Ben  Goetz,  in  charge  of  production  in 
London. 

Ludwig  “Laudy”  Lawrence,  general 
manager  on  the  Continent;  headquarters, 
Paris. 

Arthur  Field,  in  charge  of  synchroniza- 
tion, and  “second  string”  man  to  Lawrence; 
headquarters,  Paris. 

Monogram 

Arthur  Levey,  general  representative; 
headquarters,  London. 

Paramount 

David  L.  Rose,  managing  director  in 
England;  headquarters,  London. 

Fred  W.  Lange,  managing  director  on 
the  Continent;  headquarters,  Paris. 

Lewis  K.  Buddy,  general  manager,  Paris 
newsreel  bureau. 

Frank  Farley,  in  charge  French  produc- 
tion and  due  here  soon;  headquarters, 
Paris. 

RKO 

Reginald  Armour,  managing  director  for 
Europe;  headquarters,  Paris. 

Republic 

None. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Francis  L.  Harley,  managing  director  in 
England;  headquarters,  London. 

Ben  Miggins,  manager  for  Continental 
Europe;  headquarters,  Paris. 


William  Morgan,  manager  in  France; 
headquarters,  Paris. 

Robert  Kreier,  assistant  to  Miggins; 
headquarters,  Paris. 

United  Artists 

None. 

Universal 

Ernest  Koenig,  in  charge  in  France; 
headquarters,  Paris.  He  wires  Joseph  H. 
Seidelman,  “I  will  stick  to  the  bitter  end.” 

Warner  Bros. 

Robert  Scliless,  managing  director  for 
the  Continent  and  England;  headquarters, 
London. 

Max  Milder,  managing  director  in  Eng- 
land; headquarters,  London. 

Sam  Sax,  in  charge  of  British  produc- 
tion; headquarters,  London. 

Other  Americans  in  key  arid  semi-key 
positions  in  countries,  near  and  far,  which 
already  are,  or  may  become,  embroiled: 

Louis  Lobre,  in  charge  for  M-G-M  in 
Egypt;  headquarters,  Cairo. 

M.  Weill,  in  charge  for  Universal  in  Bel- 
gium; headquarters,  Brussels. 

Ralph  Clark,  managing  director  for  War- 
ner in  Australia;  headquarters,  Sydney. 

Jack  Dillon,  in  charge  for  Warner  in 
New  Zealand;  due  here  in  a month. 

Harold  Dunn,  in  charge  for  Warner  in 
the  Par  East;  headquarters,  Singapore. 


Reisman  Cuts  Trip 

New  York — Phil  Reisman,  foreign  sales 
manager  for  RKO,  is  aboard  the  Brazil 
which  is  due  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Septem- 
ber 18.  He  has  been  in  South  America  at- 
tending a sales  convention  at  Buenos  Aires 
and  cut  his  trip  short  because  of  the  war. 


Continuance  of  Conflict 
To  Bring  More  Gov't 
Trade  Restrictions 

By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — Plans  of  the  Roosevelt  Ad- 
ministration for  cushioning  the  effects  of 
the  European  war  upon  American  indus- 
try, finance  and  agriculture  call  for  “busi- 
ness as  usual,”  and  are  not  seen  in  Wash- 
ington as  involving  any  change  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  anti-trust  statutes. 

While  admittedly  it  is  too  early  to  at- 
tempt to  foresee  what  the  effects  of  the 
current  blow-up  across  the  Atlantic  may 
be,  there  is  no  indication  that  they  will 
reach  the  film  industry  in  the  shape  of 
abandonment  or  even  relaxation  of  the 
department  of  justice  prosecutions. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  of  the  major 
efforts  of  the  Administration  in  preparing 
the  country  for  neutrality  will  be  to  pre- 
vent the  profiteering  and  the  development 
of  trusts  which  marked  the  World  War 
period,  and  which  led  us  into  the  “Roaring 
Twenties” — when  the  groundwork  was  laid 
for  the  current  difficulties  of  the  film  in- 
dustry— and  into  the  “Depression  Thirties.” 

No  About-Face  Seen 

So  far,  Administration  officials  have 
given  no  thought  to  changes  in  law  en- 
forcement other  than  the  tightening  up  of 
administration  of  espionage  and  other 
statutes  of  like  nature.  There  is  no  reason 
to  believe,  however,  that  an  Administra- 
tion committed  to  the  development  of  lit- 
tle business  will  do  an  about-face  under 
conditions  no  more  pressing  than  those 
which  are  expected  to  prevail  in  the  im- 
mediate future. 

Those  who  look  for  a relaxation  of  the 
government’s  interest  in  industry  will  be 
disillusioned  when  the  Administration 
really  gets  its  neutrality  and  preparedness 
program  well  under  way.  Continuance  of 
the  war  will  bring  more  and  more  govern- 
ment restrictions  on  all  lines  of  industry 
and  trade.  The  control  of  industry  is  a 
basic  requirement  of  both  neutrality  and 
participation  in  modern  wars,  and  the  War 
and  Navy  departments  have  long  since 
perfected  plans  for  the  conscription  of  in- 
dustry in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

Chicago  Theatres  Feeling 
Eiiects  of  the  War 

Chicago — Windy  City  theatres  felt  the 
effect  of  the  war  crisis  over  the  v/eekend 
as  boxoffice  takes  both  in  the  loop  and 
neighborhoods  dropped  off.  It  appeared 
that  everyone  was  interested  in  getting 
the  latest  possible  news  by  radio  at  home. 

Chicago  newspapers  recognized  the  pub- 
lic interest  by  printing  editions  through- 
out Labor  Day,  when  most  of  the  papers 
usually  suspend  publication. 
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CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Eugene  D.  Rich, 
Central  editor.  Telephone  Wabash  4575. 
CINCINNATI— 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas.  Ky.. 

Clara  Hyde.  Telephone  Highland  1657. 
CLEVELAND — 12805  Cedar  Road.  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb.  Telephone  Fainnount  0046. 
DALLAS — 210  S.  Harwood,  V.  W.  Crisp,  South- 
western editor.  Telephone  7-3553. 

DENVER — 319  S.  Clarkson  St.,  J.  A.  Rose. 

DES  MOINES — 1700  Grand,  Rene  McCluskey. 
DETROIT— 424  Book  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves.  Tele- 
phone Cadillac  9085. 

HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd..  Ivan  Spear. 

Western  editor.  Telephone  GLadstone  1186. 
INDIANAPOLIS — 444  North  Illinois  St.,  Don  R. 
Rossiter. 

KANSAS  CITY — 4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Midwest  editor.  Telephone  CHestnut  7777. 
LITTLE  ROCK — P.  O.  Box  253,  Lynn  Hubbard. 
Telephone  3-0156. 

MEMPHIS — 399  So.  Second  St.,  Carolyne  Miller. 
MILWAUKEE — 210  East  Michigan  St.,  H.  C. 

Brunner.  Telephone  Kilbourn  6670-J. 
MINNEAPOLIS — 507  Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 
NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915,  Gertrude 
Pearson.  Telephone  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS — 1136  Behrman  Ave.,  J.  W. 
Leigh. 

NEW  YORK  CITY — 9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  William 
Ornstein,  Eastern  editor.  Telephone  Columbus 
5-6370,  5-6371,  6-6372. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — P.  O.  Box  4547,  E.  W.  Fair 
Telephone  7-1038. 

OMAHA — 4677  Marcy  St.,  Monte  Davis. 
PHILADELPHIA  — 903  Manning  St.,  Joseph 
Shaltz. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F. 

Klingensmith.  Telephone  Atlantic  4858. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — 2235  Stark  St.,  S.  E.,  D.  W. 
Polivka. 

ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 
Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — 605  Utah  Savings  & Trust 
Bldg.,  Viola  B.  Hutton.  Telephone  Hyland  4359. 
SAN  FRANCISCO — 1095  Market  St.,  Nathan  Cohn. 
Telephone  Market  6580. 

SEATTLE — 2321  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone MAin  7716. 

WASHINGTON— 1426  G.  St..  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY,  ALTA. — The  Albertan,  Wm,  Campbell. 
EDMONTON.  ALTA. — The  Bulletin.  W.  A.  DeGraves. 
Hamilton,  O. — 20  Holton  Ave.,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
LONDON,  O. — Free  Press,  Chas.  E.  Carruthers. 
MONTREAL,  QUEBEC — 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G., 
Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGINA,  SASK. — The  Star,  Andy  McDermott. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. — 161  Princess  St.,  D.  Fetherston. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO— 242  Millwood  Road,  Milton 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — 615  Hastings.  C.  P.  Rutty, 
VICTORIA.  B.  C. — 350  Robertson.  Tom  Merriman. 
WINNIPEG.  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 


Plam  Vaik . , . 


With  the  demise  of  the  trade  prac- 
tice code  as  the  result  of  Thurman 
Arnold's  edict,  the  industry's  efforts  at 
self-regulation  are  retarded,  if  not  shat- 
tered. Much  time,  thought  and  effort 
had  been  put  into  the  preliminary  work 
of  getting  a code  that  would  function 
and  all  that  would  now  seem  to  be 
lost.  However,  the  Warner  announce- 
ment of  inclusion  of  some  of  the  code's 
provisions  in  its  new  season  contracts 
is  the  silver  lining  in  the  cloud  and  it 
lights  up  the  approach,  at  least,  to 
more  favorable  trade  relations  between 
buyer  and  seller. 

Much  that  the  code  provided — much 
that  exhibitors  demanded — was  better 
terms  for  the  purchase  and  playing  of 
product.  While  under  the  code  these 
terms  would  have  been  uniformly  of- 
fered by  all  participating  distributors, 
the  turn  of  events  holds  promise  of  con- 
siderable exhibitor  benefit  along  these 
lines. 

While  Warner  Bros,  have  not  granted 
all  that  the  proposed  code  provided, 
this  firm  has  definitely  improved  terms 
in  its  sales  contract.  Definite  benefits, 
regardless  of  how  differing  may  be  the 
views  in  some  quarters,  will  accrue  to 
exhibitors. 

There  is  the  general  belief  that  other 
major  distributors  will  offer  concessions 
of  their  own.  This  makes  for  additional 
gains  for  exhibitors.  Terms  of  con- 
tract can  be  just  as  important  as  price. 
And  the  creation  of  competition  in  con- 
tract forms  should  make  for  a healthy 
condition  that  will  at  least  relieve,  if 
not  eliminate,  much  of  the  discord  be- 
tween distributor  and  exhibitor.  There 
is  the  attendant  possibility  that  in  the 
competition  of  contractual  provisions 
the  sum  total  of  individual  terms  may 
go  beyond  concessions  offered  collec- 
tively through  the  code. 

This  new  condition  may  mean  doing 
away  with  the  uniform  exhibition  con- 
tract, which  had  as  its  main  advantage 
saving  the  reading  of  every  picture 
contract  by  exhibitors.  The  lazy  fellows 
won't  like  the  idea  of  having  to  read 
each  contract  before  signing.  But  the 
effort  will  be  well  worthwhile.  It  is  here 
recalled  that  Ed  Kuykendall,  president 
of  the  MPTOA,  was  a strong  advocate 


for  a simplified  short  form  of  contract. 
Keeping  the  new  contractual  terms 
brief  and  in  simple  language  will  help 
to  avoid  confusion. 

Those  exhibitors  who  anticipate  get- 
ting everything  they  want  in  the  way 
of  relief  from  unfair  trade  practices 
through  the  government's  monopoly 
suit  against  the  major  companies  must 
be  aware  of  the  long  wait  for  any  out- 
come therefrom.  Several  independent 
exhibitors  with  whom  we  have  talked 
have  estimated  that  it  would  be  at  least 
five  years  before  a final  ruling  would 
be  handed  down  by  the  supreme  court 
on  the  government's  case.  And  even 
then  the  outcome  is  uncertain.  So  it 
would  appear  that  a bird  in  the  hand 
is  worth  two  in  the  bush. 

Going  back  to  the  code.  The  pro- 
nunciamento  of  Thurman  Arnold  was 
met  with  glee  in  some  quarters  and 
deep  regret  in  others.  We  readily  con- 
fess to  being  of  the  latter  class.  And 
we  as  readily  reiterate  our  contention 
that  no  matter  how  imperfect  the  code 
may  have  been,  according  to  some 
views,  it  did  present  a good  beginning 
in  a direction  the  industry  should  long 
ago  have  undertaken.  Eventually  it 
would  have  worked  out  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  greater  majority. 

But  there  need  be  no  mourning. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  during  the 
past  fourteen  months  the  pre-occupa- 
tion of  executives,  exhibitor  leaders 
and  even  the  rank  and  file  down  the 
line,  with  code  matters,  interfered  with 
the  normal  functions  of  the  business. 

Now  the  industry  can  get  back  to 
the  business  of  doing  business.  And 
now  that  the  European  conflict  is  a 
reality,  the  need  to  do  so  is  ever  so 
much  greater.  While  the  effect  of  the 
war  situation  on  this  industry — in 
America — is  as  yet  undetermined,  but 
a moment's  reflection  clearly  dictates 
the  urgent  need  for  every  branch  of 
this  industry  to  work  together  harmoni- 
ously for  the  common  good. 
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THE  STAR  MAKER 
topping  '"MAN 
ABOUT  TOWN/' 
"MIDNIGHT " and 
neck  and  neck 
with  "UNION 
PACIFIC" 


"THE  STAR  MAKER' 
30%  ahead  of 
UNION  PACIFIC" 
— topping  any 
Paramount  Pic- 
ture for  the  year. 


THE  STAR  MAKER' 
20%  ahead  of 
"UNION  PACIFIC ' 


"THE  STAR  MAKER 
neck  and  neck 
with  "UNION 
PACIFIC" 
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THE  STAR  MAKER' 
80%  ahead  of 
"UNION  PACIFIC " 


S-O,.  . O..  ..  * H. 


Hogsi 


PRINTED  IN  U.  S.  A 


SEE  ALUED  MARKETS  HOLDING  THEIR  LEVEL, 
THUS  CUTTING  NEED  FOR  TIGHTENING  HERE 


Reopenings  Expected  on 
Gradual  Scale  as  War 
Routine  Established 

By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — Responsible  opinion  among 
top-line  executives  veers  toward  the  belief, 
and  hope,  that  adjustments  in  the  domes- 
tic industry  structure  will  prove  largely 
unnecessary  because  of  an  anticipated 
maintenance  or  boom  in  the  level  of  Eng- 
lish and  French  exhibition  upon  word  that 
the  British  Home  Office  will  probably  per- 
mit theatres  on  a gradual  scale  to  reopen 
beginning  Monday.  The  British  trade  has 
been  asking  for  such  a plan. 

This  approach  rests  on  the  experiences 
drawn  from  the  First  World  War.  The- 
atres were  closed  then,  as  they  are  now. 
Subsequently,  they  reopened  and  enjoyed  a 
tremendous  business,  especially  in  the  Eng- 
lish provinces  and  away  from  the  normally 
congested  West  End  (Times  Square)  of 
London. 

It  is  assumed  on  all  sides  in  New  York 
that  the  Allied  powers  will  order  theatres 
to  re -light  as  rapidly  as  the  war  machinery 
rumbles  more  smoothly  in  its  grooves.  The 
impression  is  entertainment  will  prove  as 
essential  a commodity  as  gas  masks  and 
that  part  of  the  home  defense  program, 
of  necessity,  will  have  to  include  forms  of 
popular  pastime  in  which  the  “cinema” 
automatically  must  be  included. 

Therefore,  it  is  calculated,  and  those  who 
subscribe  to  the  theory  do  not  regard  it 
as  over  sanguine,  that,  following  the  initial 
period  of  retrenchments  of  doubts,  the 
markets  in  England  and  France,  and  more 
particularly  in  England,  are  very  likely  to 
bounce  back  to  their  norm  and,  perhaps, 
go  beyond.  Should  this  bear  fruit,  any  dis- 
cussions bearing  on  curtailments  here 
either  in  production  totals  or  production 
quality  will  prove  to  be  needless. 

Mick  Hyams,  who,  with  his  brothers,  is 
associated  with  the  H.  and  G.  Kinemas, 
Ltd.,  operating  large  theatres  in  London, 
is  in  this  country.  He  informs  Boxoffice 
it  is  his  opinion  the  British  public  will  not 
countenance  any  permanent  closing  of  the- 


Out  Again,  In 
Again  Niven 

Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  will 
proceed  with  the  production  of  "Raf- 
fles/' after  all.  And  with  David  Niven 
in  his  pre-determined  role.  Among  the 
first  impacts  of  the  wcr  was  what  was 
described  as  a "temporary  postpone- 
ment" of  the  picture  due  to  the  fact 
Niven  is  a lieutenant  in  the  British  army 
reserve.  It  develops,  however,  that 
Niven  is  not  subject  to  call  by  his  gov- 
ernment. 


War  Crisis  Seen 
May  Get  3 o£Kc 

New  York — While  United  Artists  may  be 
hit  badly  as  a result  of  the  European  war, 
if  only  from  a production  standpoint,  the 
company  is  assured  at  least  three  of  the 
productions  scheduled  by  Alexander  Korda, 
UA’s  chief  foreign  producer.  This  de- 
spite inside  word  that  Korda  is  to  be  draft- 
ed by  Britain  to  make  propaganda  films. 
“The  Thief  of  Bagdad”  is  virtually  finished 
and  will  be  completed.  “Sinner,”  with 
Merle  Oberon,  probably  will  not  be  made, 


atres.  He  adds  that  in  the  last  war  after 
theatres  reopened  they  did  enormously  well 
and  were  constantly  packed.  The  one  string 
which  he  attaches  to  the  current  situ- 
ation deals  with  air  raids  and  fear  of  them. 
“Aside  from  occasional  Zeppelin  attacks, 
you  must  understand  we  had  no  fears  about 
the  air  then,”  he  points  out. 


Washington  Thinks  Foreign 
Market  Levels  Will  Stand 

Washington — While  the  industry,  heav- 
ily dependent  as  it  is  on  overseas  mar- 
kets, may  have  to  pass  through  a period  of 
temporary  readjustment,  informed  circles 
here  view  it  as  highly  probable  that  reve- 
nue from  the  allied  nations  not  only  will 
maintain  their  current  level,  but  may  re- 
flect gains. 

It  is  pointed  out  in  the  dispassionate 
approach  which  the  government  accords 
matters  of  this  nature  that  other  indus- 
tries, too,  will  be  equally  affected  by  the 
loss  or  constriction  of  their  foreign  mar- 
kets. At  the  same  time,  there  is  some 
question  here  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
film  industry  stands  in  any  danger  what- 
soever of  entirely  losing  out  in  the  nations 
now  at  war  with  Hitler  Germany. 

As  the  situation  is  seen  here,  it  is  felt 
that,  as  soon  as  the  belligerents  accustom 
themselves  to  the  new  order  of  things, 
efforts  will  be  made  to  keep  some,  if  not 
all,  of  the  entertainment  industries  go- 
ing so  that  the  people  may  get  their  minds 
off  the  war  now  and  then.  Among  those 
entertainment  industries,  films  certainly 
are  quickly  and  at  once  included. 

Accordingly,  it  is  expected  that  Eng- 
land, and  to  a lesser  degree  France,  will 
continue  to  use  motion  pictures,  both  for 
home  consumption  and  for  entertainment 
of  soldiers  behind  the  front.  Thus,  motion 
pictures  may  find  classification  as  a 
necessary  commodity  in  the  British  and 
French  economy  and,  since  the  manpower 
of  those  countries  will  be  diverted  more 
and  more  to  military  activities,  they  may 
look  to  the  American  producers  for  their 
programs  in  increasing  extent. 


Pinching  UA; 
rda  List 

"Metro"  Ruled  Out 
In  Cables 

New  York — Since  the  transatlantic 
cable  commission  vetoed  messages  in 
code,  M-G-M  is  not  allowed  to  use  the 
word  "Metro."  It  is  agreeable  to  use 
"Goldwyn"  and  "Mayer,"  but  not  Metro 
because,  it  was  held,  the  name  may 
mean  something  in  code. 


this  likely  applying  also  to  “The  Jungle 
Boy.” 

Master  prints  of  “Conquest  of  the  Air” 
and  “Over  the  Moon,”  both  produced  by 
Korda,  were  recently  received  at  the  home 
office,  it  is  said. 

Drafts  covering  revenue  from  England 
were  received  up  to  early  this  week  and 
the  expectations  were  that  this  would  con- 
tinue without  interruption.  A home  office 
foreign  representative  based  this  on  advice 
from  the  company’s  banks,  who  declared 
there  will  be  no  restriction  on  remittances 
from  abroad,  the  English  embargo  on  cash 
notwithstanding. 

The  company  has  eight  new  films  in 
England,  enough  to  take  care  of  general 
release  there  up  to  Christmas,  it  is  said, 
and  six  new  films  in  France.  If  shipping 
facilities  hold  up,  new  product  will  be  sent 
abroad  as  per  schedule,  according  to 
present  plans. 

About  52  per  cent  of  the  international 
dollar  is  represented  in  foreign  revenue, 
so  far  as  UA  is  concerned.  Of  this,  59  per 
cent  comes  from  England,  seven  and  one- 
half  per  cent  from  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  combined,  and  three  per  cent 
from  France. 

Should  a strict  embargo  on  cash  be  put 
into  effect  in  these  countries  in  order  to 
conserve  resources,  UA’s  financial  position 
would  be  correspondingly  affected,  a 
spokesman  observes. 

Paramount  Plans  a New 
Story  Based  on  War 

Hollywood — A first  evidence  of  what 
may  develop  into  a trend,  induced  by  the 
war  in  Europe,  asserts  itself  in  Para- 
mount’s plan  to  immediately  produce 
“Battalion  of  Death”  by  John  Monk  Saun- 
ders. The  story  is  based  on  overseas  news 
stories  telling  of  the  formation  in  France 
of  a battalion  of  aged  and  incurably  dis- 
eased men  who  are  reported  willing  to 
organize  into  a suicide  squadron  and  as- 
sume fatal  military  assignments.  Joel 
McCrea,  Akim  Tamiroff,  Ray  Milland  and 
Robert  Preston  already  have  been  cast. 
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RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL  GROSSED 
WAY  OVER  HALF  A MILLION  DOLLARS 
ON  THESE  THREE  RKO  RADIO. 
PICTURES 


/ 

THESE  THREE  SHOWS 


are  the  talk  of  the  box-office  world . . . 
playing  preferred  time,  earning  hold- 
overs, reaching  top  openings  from 
pre-release  to  subsequent  runs! 


the  subsequent  runs! . . . Ran 
two  weeks  at  the  Music  Hail . . . swept  through 
every  first  run . . . Now  pulling  the  kind  of  busi- 
ness you  dream  about! 


very  report  from  a key  run  opening  a rave 
for  its  puliing  power  and  BUILDING  POWER . . . 
Just  getting  started  on  the  sweep  for  box-office 
resuits  to  make  your  head  swim! 


Just  finished  its  second  week  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall,  after  a first  week  that  shot  it  way 
over  that  charmed  circie  of  $100,000-a-week 
hits  . . . Now  readying  for  more  of  the  same 
kind  of  pre-release  runs! 

THAT^  the  kind  we  mean 
when  we  say  BIG  ONES  from  RKO  RADIO! 


GOV'T'S  "A  TO  Z"  QUIZ  ON  SUIT  CONFRONTS 
LAWYERS  WITH  YEAR'S  RESEARCH;  MAY  FIGHT 


Attorneys  in  Huddle  on 
Objections  With  View 
Of  More  Time  Plea 

New  York  — Unless  major  distributors 
strenuously  object  to  the  “Big  Stick’s” 
A to  Z quiz,  submitted  in  the  form  of  an 
interrogatory,  32  mimeographed  pages 
broken  down  into  68  main  questions  and 
175  sub-divisions,  legal  forces  of  every 
company  are  in  for  more  than  a year’s  re- 
search work,  according  to  a spokesman. 

Under  Equity  Rule  33  of  new  Federal 
Procedure,  distributors  have  10  days  from 
date  of  service  to  object.  Three  extra  days 
are  allowed  for  mailing,  which  happened  in 
this  case,  making  the  deadline  Thursday. 
However,  if  answers  are  to  be  filed  without 
objections,  the  respondents  have  15  days, 
plus  the  extra  three. 

Counsel  for  the  majors  conclaved  during 
the  week  to  study  the  objections  with  the 
intention  of  requesting  from  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  extra  time  in  which  to 
file.  A number  of  the  lawyers  had  been 
vacationing  and  returned  the  day  after 
Labor  Day.  Others  have  been  to  Chicago 
on  the  resumption  of  the  B&K  prelimi- 
naries, all  of  which  have  put  a crimp 
into  the  legal  machinery  for  the  past  week. 

Definition  Difficult 

Several  difficulties  present  themselves  to 
attorneys  before  they  can  answer.  One 
question  is  the  exact  definition  of  a major 
circuit  house  where  operation  is  not  con- 
trolled by  the  distributor.  For  instance, 
an  attorney  asks,  if  X company  had  a 
15  per  cent  interest  in  Y theatres,  does  not 
have  any  voice  in  formulating  policy,  but 
is  in  the  deal  for  investment  purposes 
would  this  represent  a major  circuit  unit? 

Then  the  “Big  Stick”  men  want  to  know 
picture  by  picture  every  playdate,  rental 
clearance,  availability,  release  date  and 
whether  theatres  playing  were  circuit 
houses  or  independents  and,  in  each  case, 
if  theatres  were  first  run  and  continued 
first  runs,  subsequent  runs,  etc.  These 
questions  apply  to  the  three  seasons  start- 
ing 1935-36. 

Specific  territories  are  cited  such  as 
Greater  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Dallas, 
Kansas  City,  Kas.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  New 
Orleans,  Boston  and  Seattle,  Wash.,  which 
indicates  to  distributor  counsel  the  justice 
department  will  concentrate  its  case  in 
these  areas.  Not  alone  are  the  key  cities 
mentioned  but  suburbs  of  Washington,  D. 
C.,  Los  Angeles,  Chicago,  Philadelphia  Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland  and  Milwaukee.  Refer- 
ences are  made  to  West  Allis,  Cudahy, 
Wauwatosa  and  South  Milwaukee  territory 
and  Evanston,  Oak  Park,  “No  Man’s  Land,” 
Wilmette  and  Maywood  in  the  Chicago 
outskirts. 

From  the  quiz,  attorneys  gather  the 
“Big  Stick”  has  a new  set  of  definitions 


U.  S.  Proceedings  Against  FWC 
No  Surprise;  Was  Discounted 


New  York — Inception  of  criminal  con- 
tempt proceedings  by  the  Washington  “Big 
Stick”  against  Fox  West  Coast  and  all  ma- 
jors with  the  exception  of  Columbia,  caus- 
ed nary  a ripple  on  the  industry’s  surface 
here.  Tliat  the  department  of  justice  con- 
templated such  action  had  been  known  for 
several  months.  Apparently,  it  had  been 
delayed,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Schine  ac- 
tion, until  National  Theatres’  division,  dis- 
trict and  house  managers  had  held  their 
various  conventions. 

Columbia,  as  reported,  is  not  involved 
since  it  is  no  more  a party  to  the  consent 
decree  entered  upon  by  FWC  than  it  is  in 
the  B&K  agreement  in  Chicago,  which  is 
also  under  federal  attack. 

Spyros  Skouras,  named  as  one  of  the  de- 
fendants in  the  current  move,  had  made 
at  least  two  trips  to  Washington  in  an  ef- 
fort to  stave  off  the  proceedings,  but  with- 
out success. 

Because  of  Charles  Skouras’  efforts  in 
the  past  year  to  amicably  settle  clearance 
and  other  disputes  with  independents  by 
arbitration  with  the  ITO  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona,  it  had  been  hoped  the 
threatened  action  might  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Peculiarities  Noted 

Several  peculiarities  in  the  list  of  indivi- 
duals named  are  noted.  A1  Hanson,  form- 
erly assistant  to  Charles  Skouras,  resign- 
ed about  two  years  ago  to  devote  most  of 
his  time  building  moderate-priced  homes 
in  California.  He  has  two  theatres,  one, 
the  Compton,  Compton,  Cal.,  which  is  oper- 
ated in  partnership  with  FWC,  and  the 
South  Gate,  which  is  near  Compton,  and 
independently  managed. 

Myke  H.  Lewis  about  a year  and  a half 
ago  quit  as  Paramount  coast  district  man- 
ager and  is  now  general  manager  with 
Harry  Sherman,  who  produces  Hopalong 
Cassidy  westerns  for  Paramount.  George 
J.  Schaefer  is  listed  for  both  UA  and  RKO. 
He  has  not  been  with  UA  for  more  than  a 
year,  or  since  he  became  identified  with 
RKO,  of  which  he  now  is  president. 

James  R.  Grainger,  listed  with  Universal, 
has  not  been  with  the  company  for  20 
months,  or  more.  He  is  president  of  Re- 
public Pictures  Distributing  unit.  Leo 


Conviction  Means 
Dual  Punishment 

Washington — The  department  of  jus- 
tice explains  the  penalty  in  criminal 
contempt  cases  is  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, or  both. 


Spitz,  down  as  an  RKO  executive,  is  spec- 
ial counsel  for  the  company  in  Chicago.  It 
is  likely  all  these  men  with  the  exception 
of  Schaefer,  because  of  his  RKO  connec- 
tion, will  be  eliminated  from  the  group  of 
54  individuals  cited. 

Charles  A.  Buckley,  FWC  attorney,  and 
named  as  one  of  the  defendants,  has  been 
in  town  for  more  than  two  weeks.  He  will 
stay  on  here  indefinitely  and  handle  the 
action.  The  Big  Stick  had  not  handed 
FWC  executives  in  the  east  or  the  west  the 
78-page  citation  at  the  time  the  story 
broke  in  the  news  and  trade  papers.  In- 
quiries resulted  in  the  information  copies 
of  the  complaint  were  not  off  the  press. 
However,  at  National  Theatres’  headquar- 
ters executives  could  not  understand  the 
secrecy  in  that  the  public  knows  more 
about  the  complaints  against  the  circuit 
than  the  circuit  men  themselves. 

Specific  charges  are  not  expected  to  be 
made,  the  indication  being  the  justice  de- 
partment is  cloaking  the  complaint  in 
“meaningless”  language,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Griffiths,  Schine,  Crescent  and  all- 
industry suits.  This  will  call  for  a bill  of 
particulars,  20  days  after  service. 

Mystery  also  surrounds  the  naming  of 
six  district  managers,  John  B.  Bertero,  who 
has  charge  of  all  Los  Angeles  first  runs; 
B.  V.  Studivant,  Cullen  Espy,  Thornton 
Sargent,  Dick  Dickson  and  George  Bowser. 
The  only  possible  answer,  according  to  lo- 
cal spokesmen,  is  that  these  men  may  have 
been  named  in  complaints  by  indepen- 
dent exhibitors.  If  this  is  so,  then  the 
answer  for  inclusion  of  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Wil- 
liam T.  Powers  and  Larry  Kent,  buyers,  is 
not  readily  forthcoming. 

Every  attempt  will  be  made  by  FWC  to 
learn  where  and  when  alleged  violations 
(Continued  on  page  14) 


for  various  industry  terms,  quite  different 
from  those  outlined  in  the  Griffiths  and 
Sudekum  petitions. 

While  the  first  impression  was  that  the 
quiz  followed  along  the  lines  of  the  ques- 
tionnaire sent  out  by  Harry  Hopkins,  sec- 
retary of  the  department  of  commerce,  it 
is  learned  that,  where  Hopkins  limited  his 


queries  to  general  questions  on  the  entire 
industry,  the  32-page  quiz  from  Paul  Wil- 
liams is  quite  technical  and  relates  to  the 
original  petition,  the  difference  between 
the  two  being  that  of  law  and  business 
with  Williams  representing  the  former  and 
Hopkins  the  latter. 

(Continued  on  page  14) 
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>aid  DIfUiaf 


■en'f  -Fox  picture  starhnr- 


YROf 


BRENDA  JOYCE  NIGEL  BRUCE  • MARIA- OUSPENSKAYA 
JOSEPH  SCHILDKRAUT  • MARY  NASH  • JANE  DARWELL 
MARJORIE  RAMBEAU  • HENRY  TRAVERS  • H.  B.  WARNER 


Associate  Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown 

Screen  P;ay  by  Philip  jDunne  and  Julien  Josephson 


FEDERAL  AMBITION  FOR  ALL-INDUSTRY  SUIT 
TRIAL  BY  NOVEMBER  SEEN  AS  REMOTE  IN  N.  Y. 

Gov't's  ”A  to  Z"  Quiz  on  Suit  Many  More  Months  of 

Defense  Data  Work 

Poses  Year  of  Research  Seen  Necessary 


(Continued  from  page  12) 

It  is  estimated  attorneys  will  have  to 
devote  at  least  three  whole  days  to  figure 
out  what  Williams  is  driving  at,  so  broad 
are  the  questions. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  companies  will 
reveal  the  information  sought,  much  of  it 
being  corporate  secrets. 

Reflecting  on  the  answers  to  Hopkins, 
each  of  the  seven  companies,  UA  excluded, 
which  presented  the  facts  sought,  did  so 
through  Price,  Waterhouse,  who,  in  turn, 
made  a total  compilation  and  did  not 
break  down  the  figures  according  to  in- 
dividual firms.  A separate  letter  accom- 
panied the  answers,  specifically  stating  the 
information  was  not  to  be  turned  over  to 
the  “Big  Stick”  for  the  all-industry  suit 
and  that  lawyers  or  persons  identified  with 
the  compilation  would  not  be  subject  to 
subpoena. 

The  last  paragraph  in  the  new  quiz 
has  the  following:  “State  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  persons  who  supplied  the 
facts  contained  in  the  answers  . . . indicat- 
ing the  information  supplied  by  each.”  This 
certainly  is  not  “according  to  Hoyle,”  at- 
torneys hold,  after  what  has  been  discussed 
with  Hopkins. 

Breaking  down  the  quiz  there  are  six 
divisions.  First  is  organization  which  has 
24  questions  and  48  sub-divisions  in  which 
everything  from  soup  to  nuts  about  the 
financial  situation  of  every  defendant  is 
asked,  including  partnerships,  creditors, 
debtors  inside  and  out  of  the  business. 
Dates  of  acquisition  of  interests,  disposal 
dates,  terms  of  the  various  deals  and  gross 
income,  net  profits  for  the  three  years 
beginning  1935  are  sought. 

Next  is  production  which  has  five  main 
questions  and  four  sub-divisions.  What 
production  costs  w’ere  on  each  picture  dis- 
tributed from  1919-20,  the  number  of  sound 
stages,  shorts  and  newsreels  produced  and 
costs  and  the  number  of  employes  in  this 
branch  of  the  business  are  asked. 

Distribution  activities  are  next  with  12 
main  paragraphs  and  43  sub-divisions  in 
which  the  whole  gamut  of  questions  is 
asked  about  key  city  runs,  how  pictures 
played,  what  first  run  major  circuit  and 
independent  rentals  were  since  the  1935- 
36  season,  the  same  applying  to  shorts  and 
newsreels. 

Exhibition  has  10  questions  and  53  sub- 
divisions. Here  Williams  wants  to  know 
each  theatre  operated  by  each  company 
since  January  1,  1930,  or  those  operat- 
ing or  pooling  or  percentage  arrangement 
with  dates. 

If  a circuit  operated  a theatre  less  than 
nine  months  since  January  1,  1930,  the 


length  of  time  closed,  reason  for  closing, 
seating  capacity,  admission  prices  of  all 
floors,  if  there  is  more  than  a main  floor, 
are  sought. 

The  name  of  pictures  and  distributors 
for  each  film  playing  a circuit  house  from 
1930-31  and  to  1937-38,  availability,  clear- 
ance, affiliation  and  rentals  are  asked. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in 
each  branch  of  the  industry  also  is  re- 
quested. The  quiz  winds  up  with  an  in- 
sight into  the  various  companies’  history, 
who  the  predecessor  or  predecessors  were 
and  their  functions  and  whether  the  suc- 
cessors resulted  from  reorganization,  mer- 
ger, stock  acquisition  of  assets,  consolida- 
tion or  otherwise  with  dates  on  each. 


U.  S.  FWC  Proceedings 
Were  No  Surprise 


(Continued  from  page  12) 

of  the  consent  decree  took  place. 

The  individual  defendants  named  by  the 
department  are  as  follows: 

Fox  West  Coast  Theatres  Corp.,  Fox 
West  Coast  Agency  Corp.,  and  Fox  West 
Coast  Service  Corp.:  Spyros  Skouras, 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  William  T.  Powers, 
Charles  A.  Buckley,  A1  Hanson,  John  B. 
Bertero,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Larry  Kent,  Thorn- 
ton Sargent,  Cullen  Espy,  Dick  Dickson, 
George  Bowser  and  B.  V.  Sturdivant. 

Loew’s  Inc.,  and  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Distributing  Corp.:  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
A1  Lichtman,  William  F.  Rodgers,  Edward 
M.  Saunders,  George  A.  Hickey  and  Clay- 
ton T.  Lynch. 

Paramount  Pictures:  Barney  Balaban, 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  Charles  M.  Reagan,  Myke 
H.  Lewis,  George  A.  Smith  and  Carroll  N. 
Peacock. 

RKO:  Leo  Spitz,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Jules 
Levy,  Cresson  E.  Smith,  Harry  Cohen, 
George  J.  Schaefer  and  N.  P.  Jacobs. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox:  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  W.  J.  Kupper,  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
John  N.  Dillon  and  Herman  Wobber. 

United  Artists:  Murray  Silverstone,  Ben 
Fish,  (3eorge  J.  Schaefer,  E.  W.  McLean 
and  L.  J.  Schlaifer. 

Universal:  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  William 
A.  Scully,  Charles  J.  Feldman,  Nathan  J. 
Blumberg,  William  J.  Heineman,  James  R. 
Grainger  and  A.  J.  O’Keefe. 

Warner  Brothers  and  Vitagraph:  Harry 
M.  Warner,  Albert  W.  Warner,  Ben  Kal- 
menson,  W.  E.  Calloway,  Gradwell  L.  Sears 
and  N.  H.  Brower. 


New  York — There  is  no  chance  what- 
soever of  the  all-industry  suit  reaching 
trial  in  November,  according  to  major 
counsel,  despite  the  efforts  of  Paul  Wil- 
liams, in  charge  of  the  action  for  the  de- 
partment of  justice,  still  angling  for  a 
November  1 date. 

While  Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox  has 
now  returned  from  his  three-week  vaca- 
tion trip  and  again  will  look  into  the 
list  of  available  federal  judges  in  the 
southern  district  of  New  York  to  hear  the 
case,  industry  attorneys  hold  to  the  opin- 
ion they  are  not  nearly  finished  compiling 
the  necessary  data  for  the  case.  This  will 
take  many  months,  it  is  held,  because  of 
the  government’s  reluctance  in  tipping  its 
hand  as  to  where  the  complaints  emanate. 
Hence,  every  large  and  small  situation  in 
the  country  must  be  finecombed  for  data 
on  the  five-year  period  covered  in  the  suit. 

A G2-Page  Plea 

Although  the  industry’s  investigating 
process  has  been  working  smoothly,  the 
government’s  moves  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Buffalo  and  Nashville  have  been  occupy- 
ing the  legal  minds  here  on  counter  steps. 
The  motion  in  support  of  a further  bill  in 
the  Griffith  case  gives  a fair  idea,  accord- 
ing to  major  lawyers,  of  the  work  involved. 
The  plea  is  in  62  mimeographed  pages  cit- 
ing decisions  in  numerous  other  anti-trust 
cases  where  rulings  have  been  handed 
down  on  the  points  raised  in  the  plea. 

Some  thought  has  been  given  to  retain- 
ing outstanding  lawyers  for  the  Nashville 
and  Buffalo  actions  and  also  for  the  big 
suit  in  New  York.  It  is  expected  decisions 
will  be  made  for  the  Crescent  and  Schine 
cases  before  the  New  York  action  because 
it  is  felt  the  all-industry  suit  will  trail  the 
other  two  by  many  months.  Hence  there 
is  no  immediate  need  for  outside  counsel. 
For  the  Oklahoma  City  action,  former 
Judge  Charles  B.  Cochran  has  been  re- 
tained. 

Negotiations  were  proceeding  with 
Frederick  H.  Wood  of  Cravath,  de  Gers- 
dorf,  Swaine  & Wood  by  Myer  and  Louis 
Schine  to  defend  their  action  upstate. 
Wood,  it  is  said,  would  be  assisted  by  Wil- 
lard C.  McKay,  New  York  city  counsel  for 
the  Schines.  A number  of  upstate  attor- 
neys are  being  considered  by  distributors 
who,  it  is  stated,  will  file  motions  shortly 
for  a bill  of  particulars  before  answering, 
basing  their  step  on  the  papers  drawn  by 
Judge  Cochran  in  Oklahoma  City.  This 
procedure  also  will  apply  to  Crescent. 

Meanwhile,  there  is  some  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  home  office  legal  men  whether 
any  of  the  government-sponsored  cases 
will  come  to  trial  before  the  first  of  the 
year,  what  with  pending  motions  and  oth- 
ers to  be  filed. 
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This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motmn  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 


"Stanley  and  Livingstone"  Wins 
Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon  for  August 

"Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  20th  Century-Fox's  stirring  adventure 
drama  of  the  newspaper  man  who  fulfilled  the  most  daring  assign- 
ment in  journalistic  history,  is  the  story  of  the  film  selected  by  the 
National  Screen  Council  as  winner  of  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon 
Award  for  August,  and  the  outstanding  picture  among  that  month's 
releases. 

In  this  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  production,  Spencer  Tracy,  twice  Acad- 
emy Award  winner,  Nancy  Kelly  and  Richard  Greene,  play  starring 
roles.  Henry  King,  who  directed  “Stanley  and  Livingstone,"  has 
such  pictures  to  his  credit  as  "Jesse  James,"  “In  Old  Chicago"  and 
“Alexander's  Ragtime  Band,"  the  latter  two  having  won  previous 
BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Awards.  Spencer  Tracy  has  won  previous 
BOXOFFICE  Awards  for  his  work  in  "San  Francisco,"  "Captains 
Courageous"  and  “Boys  Town." 

"Stanley  and  Livingstone"  is  the  biography  of  two  great  ex- 
plorers in  the  Dark  Continent,  and  an  interpretation  of  one  of  the 
most  dramatic  stories  in  the  annals  of  adventure. 

20th  Century-Fox's  production,  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln,"  was  winner 
of  the  June  Award.  M-G-M's  "On  Borrowed  Time"  was  July's  Award 
recipient. 


Cast  of  Characters 


Henry  M.  SianZey... .Spencer  Tracy 

Eve  Kingsley Nancy  Kelly 

Gareth  Tyce Richard  Greene 

Jeff  Slocum Walter  Brennan 

Lord  Tyce Charles  Coburn 

Dr.  David  Livingstone 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

James  Gordon  Bennett  jr. 

Henry  Hull 

John  Kingsley Henry  Travers 

Sir  John  Gresham. ...Miles  Mander 

Mr.  Cranston David  Torrence 

Captain  Webb Paul  Stanton 

Frederick  Holcomb 

Holmes  Herbert 


Sir  Oliver  French 

Montague  Shaw 

Sir  Henry  Forrester 

Brandon  Hurst 

Hassan Hassan  Said 

Colonel  Grimes Paul  Harvey 

Commissioners Russell  Hicks, 

Frank  Dae 

Morehead Joseph  Crehan 

Carmichael Robert  Middlemass 

Senator Frank  Jaquet 

Sir  Francis  Vane 

Clarence  Derwent 


Production  Staff 


Executive  Producer 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck 

Associate  Producer 

Kenneth  MacGowan 

Director Henry  King 

Screenplay Philip  Dunne, 

JULIEN  JOSEPHSON 

Historical  Research  and 

Story  Outline Hal  Long, 

Sam  Hellman 


Photography 

George  Barnes,  A.S.C. 

Art  Directors William  Darling, 

George  Dudley 

Set  Decorations Thomas  Little 

Film  Editor Barbara  McLean 

Costumes Royer 

Sound Alfred  Bruzlin, 

Roger  Heman 
Musical  Direction Louis  Silvers 


With  Effect  Inevitable,  Studio 
"War  Council”  Maps  Plans 


Exhibition  Boom  Seen; 
Caution  Watchword 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
land  finds  itself  constrained  to  conserve 
its  financial  resources  and  places  a strict 
embargo  on  currency.  In  the  same  vein 
is  the  observation  that  Canada,  a vital 
part  of  the  domestic  market,  may  also 
impound  all  funds. 

“If  a situation  like  this  comes  to  pass,” 
a foreign  executive  states,  “it  wouldn’t 
mean  buttons  to  me  if  English  exhibitors 
were  holding  $2,000,000  in  escrow  for  de- 
livery at  a future  date.  My  company,  as 
every  other  company,  needs  immediate  cash 
to  operate  economically.  And  don’t  for- 
get, England  and  France  have  no  guarantee 
that  they  will  win  the  war.” 

The  immediate  effect  of  such  an  even- 
tuality, that  is,  the  clamping  down  of 
rigid  restrictions  on  currency  for  an  ex- 
tended period,  would  cause  great  finan- 
cial dislocation  here.  For  the  time  being 
it  is  expected  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  trim  budgets  at  the  studios,  with  the 
gravity  of  the  foreign  situation  the  peg 
on  which  the  elimination  of  some  lower- 
scaled  productions  would  be  himg.  While 
there  is  no  clear  evidence  of  action  hav- 
ing been  taken  in  this  direction  so  far, 
it  is  known  some  schedules  have  been 
prepared  to  cut  overhead  “considerably,” 
both  at  the  studios  and  the  home  offices 
once  the  signal  is  given. 

According  to  one  foreign  source,  local 
banks  have  advised  all  accoimts  that  em- 
bargoes on  currency  in  England  do  not 
apply  to  contracts  closed  prior  to  Sept.  5. 

In  any  event  and  even  assuming  that 
revenue  from  England  and  Fi'ance  is  not 
impaired  to  any  great  degree,  the  ma- 
jority of  foreign  executives  foresee  a sub- 
stantial loss,  possibly  up  to  25  per  cent, 
due  to  the  fluctuation  in  rates  of  ex- 
change. The  English  pound  sterling  has 
been  at  $4.86  or  thereabouts  for  many 
months  past,  it  is  pointed  out.  That  is 
the  rate  companies  have  been  enjoying 
in  most  of  their  transactions.  When  war 
clouds  began  to  gather  and  the  rate  be- 
gan to  slide,  the  British  Stabilization  Fund 
pegged  the  pound  at  $4.68.  Early  this  week 
the  pound  had  broken  to  $4.12.  Even  to 
the  uninitiated,  it  is  pointed  out,  the 
difference  between  $4.86  and  $4.12  means 
a “bad”  loss. 

Such  a loss,  termed  in  one  quarter  an 
“unproductive  loss”  that  can  never  be  re- 
couped, could  conceivably  reach  the  point 
where  it  might  have  drastic  effects  on 
companies  that  are  not  too  well  cushioned 
and  to  whom  the  foreign  revenue  normally 
means  the  difference  between  profit  and 
loss  because  they  have  no  affiliated  the- 
atres to  help  in  recapturing  the  foreign 
shrinkage. 

Warner-Saxe  Wisconsin 
Pool  Deal  Renewed 

Milwaukee — The  Warner-Saxe  pool  ar- 
rangement has  been  renewed  for  another 
year.  The  pooling  arrangement,  accord- 
ing to  Jimmy  Coston,  Warner  zone  man- 
ager in  Chicago,  is  automatically  renew- 
able annually  unless  either  party  desires 
to  abrogate  it.  It  is  a five-year  deal. 


Hollywood — That  the  European  war  will 
have  a material  effect  upon  production  ac- 
tivity generally,  including  curtailed  bud- 
gets, reduced  production  output,  wage 
scales  for  studio  labor,  types  of  story  ma- 
terial, availability  of  English  talent  in  Hol- 
lywood and  the  corresponding  availability 
of  local  talent  abroad,  seems  to  be  the 
consensus  in  the  film  capital.  Just  how 
far-reaching  the  effects  of  the  conflict  will 
be  is,  however,  apparently  anybody’s  guess 
at  this  writing,  with  the  strong  possibility 
that  more  specific  information  will  be 
forthcoming  following  a general  member- 
ship meeting  of  the  producers  association 
called  by  Will  Hays  immediately  upon  the 
MPPDA  president’s  arrival  from  New  York. 

Association  attaches  indicated  that  the 
entire  situation,  in  all  its  phases,  would  be 
discussed  at  the  session  and  that  every  ef- 
fort would  be  made  to  arrive  at  a complete 
plan  for  taking  joint  action  to  combat  the 
probable  reverberations  from  abroad.  How- 
ever, Hays  refused  to  reveal,  before  the 
meeting,  what  specific  lines  he  and  the  as- 
sociation intend  to  pursue. 

There  have,  to  date,  been  only  scattered 
indications  of  a general  production  re- 
trenchment— a policy  that  may,  however, 
be  extended  as  a result  of  the  Hays  office 
meeting.  20th  Century-Fox  has  “tempor- 
arily deferred”  production  of  “Scotland 
Yard,”  to  star  Warner  Baxter  and  aimed 
directly  at  the  now-chaotic  British  market. 
A factor  in  its  postponement  was  the  in- 
availability of  Jane  Baxter  and  Edmund 
Gwenn,  British  players  cast  in  supporting 
roles,  to  leave  London. 

RKO  Radio  has,  for  the  second  time,  sus- 
pended production  of  “Vigil  in  the  Night,” 
a hospital  picture  which  has  a British 
background  and  is  scaled  on  a high  budget. 

Edward  Small’s  United  Artists  produc- 
tion unit  has  halted  operations  tempor- 
arily while  Small  launches  a survey  to  de- 
termine what  losses  in  foreign  grosses  he 
may  expect.  Completed  scripts  of  three 
forthcoming  productions,  including  “South 
of  Pago  Pago,”  which  was  to  roll  Septem- 
ber 15,  have  been  shelved.  Likewise  mark- 
ing time  is  Boris  Morros,  whose  indepen- 
dent unit  is  operating  on  a skeleton  basis. 

Unsettled  conditions,  it  is  reported,  also 
may  affect  the  refinancing  of  Grand  Na- 


tional by  its  president,  E.  W.  Hammons, 
whose  negotiations  for  a $1,000,000  loan 
through  eastern  backers  may  be  jeopard- 
ized. 

Company  heads  and  home  office  execu- 
tives are  converging  upon  Hollywood  to 
discuss  with  their  studio  representatives 
what  must  be  done,  in  both  production  and 
distribution,  to  compensate  for  curtailed 
foreign  markets,  notably  England  and  its 
colonies. 

The  producers  association,  it  was  ex- 
pected, would  be  dovetailed  with  a sched- 
uled meeting  of  studio  managers  which 
had  been  called  to  discuss  the  labor  situa- 
tion. Hays  spokesmen  declared  everything 
possible  would  be  done  to  protect  existing 
wage  scales  wherever  feasible  but  that,  at 
the  same  time,  producers  would  endeavor 
to  arrive  at  imderstandings  with  labor 
leaders  to  the  end  that  certain  wage  in- 
creases now  being  demanded  will  not  be 
met  for  the  time  being. 

The  loss  of  British  talent,  especially  in 
the  acting  field,  will  be  a severe  blow. 
RKO  Radio  is  rushing  production  of  “The 
Himchback  of  Notre  Dame,”  which  fea- 
tures Charles  Laughton;  and  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  Roland  Young,  Ronald  Colman,  as 
well  as  other  stellar  actors,  writers  and  di- 
rectors who  are  British  subjects  are  likely 
to  be  called  shortly  or  leave  of  their  own 
volition  to  join  the  service. 

On  the  other  hand,  Selznick  Interna- 
tional was  prepared  to  start  “Rebecca”  on 
schedule  despite  the  fact  that  Laurence 
Olivier,  who  has  the  male  lead,  and  Alfred 
Hitchcock,  who  is  directing,  are  both  Brit- 
ish. Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  laimch 
“Little  Old  New  York,”  a heavily-budgeted 
vehicle,  September  18,  although  Richard 
Greene,  an  Englishman,  heads  the  cast. 
Warner  has  given  no  indication  that  “The 
Sea  Hawk,”  to  star  Errol  Flynn,  will  be 
postponed  from  its  scheduled  September 
15  start. 

Production  plans  for  Charles  Chaplin’s 
“The  Great  Dictator”  have  not  been  al- 
tered by  the  European  outbreak  and  the 
veteran  comedian-producer  will  send  the 
picture  into  work  within  a few  days  along 
lines  originally  planned.  Warner’s  “Un- 
derground,” a story  of  the  anti-Nazi  move- 
ment in  Germany,  is  set  to  roll  next  week 
and,  as  yet,  seems  to  be  a definite  starter. 


Bombardment  of  Entertainment 

Hollywood — In  ‘"The  Rains  Came"  the  Zanuck  squadron  has  staged  again  for 
20th  Century-Fox  a bombardment  of  high-powered  entertainment,  the  reverberations 
of  which  should  crash  through  every  showing  to  echo  and  re-echo  substantial  profits. 
The  film  version  of  Louis  Bromfield's  widely  discussed  best  seller  ensnares  elements 
to  captivate  every  theatre  patron,  regardless  of  individual  taste.  A bittersweet  love 
story  for  the  romantic,  brittle  dialogue  and  innuendo  for  the  sophisticates,  the  breath- 
taking earthquake  and  flood  for  the  lovers  of  sweep  and  spectacle,  and  for  those 
who  desire  a moral  to  garnish  their  film  fare,  the  redemption  and  cleansing  of 
sullied  souls  in  the  crucible  of  catastrophe.  All  of  which  emotions  are  entrusted  to 
the  capable  talents  of  as  impressive  and  star-studded  a cast  as  has  been  con- 
vened before  one  camera  in  many  months,  a cast  which  never  fails  in  its  assign- 
ment and  which  is  bolstered  by  unstintingly  lavish  production  and  masterful  direc- 
tion. Harry  Joe  Brown,  associate  producer.  Clarence  Brown,  director. — SPEAR. 
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FOREIGN  SALES  CHIEFS  CONJECTURE  AT  LARGE, 
ROT  HOPEFOLNESS  IS  THEIR  GENERAL  KEYNOTE 


Blackout  in  Germany  Seen 

New  York — While  Germany  continues,  within  limitations,  to  be  a market  for 
product  from  Paramount,  20th  Century-Fox  and  M-G-M,  business  transactions  in  that 
direction  will  probably  be  halted  for  political  reasons. 

Already  shipments  of  film  consigned  to  Germany  by  the  three  companies  are 
said  to  have  run  wide  of  their  destination  due  to  the  naval  blockade  of  ships  bound 
for  that  country. 

From  time  to  time  spokesmen  for  these  three  companies  have  said,  informally, 
that,  while  there  might  have  existed  an  inclination  to  withdraw  from  Germany,  such 
action  would  necessarily  require  the  consent  of  stockholders,  a procedure  in  which 
the  companies  were  reluctant  to  engage. 

Given  now  as  the  final  reason  for  probable  cessation  of  business  with  Ger- 
many is  the  observation  of  a spokesman  whose  company  is  among  the  trio:  "Ger- 
many hasn't  meant  much  for  some  time,  but  we  stayed  in  as  long  as  there  was 
some  kind  of  a market  there.  Now,  however,  we  are  confronted  with  the  need  to 
protect  a greater  market.  By  that  I mean,  of  course,  England,  where  we  may  face 
complications  if  we  should  persist  in  attempts  to  send  product  past  neutral  bounda- 
ries." 


Admit  Serious  Disruption 
But  Hope  for  Break  as 
Routine  Established 

New  York — Foreign  sales  executives  of 
the  major  companies  admit  to  conjecture 
over  tomorrow  and  what  the  war  may 
bring  and  to  difficulties  today  in  main- 
taining their  normal  business  abroad,  what 
with  transatlantic  shipping  so  seriously 
disrupted. 

Yet,  there  prevails  what  some  may  view 
as  a surprising  degree  of  confidence  and 
hopefulness. 

A general  repertorial  canvass  of  foreign 
headquarters  in  New  York  brings  to  light 
a number  of  points  of  view  and  a great 
many  interesting  slants  on  what  prevails 
now  and  what  might  prevail  tomorrow: 


No  Columbia  Foreign  Cash 
Since  Start  of  War 

New  York — Columbia  has  not  received 
any  revenue  from  countries  engaged  in 
war  since  open  hostilities  began,  accord- 
ing to  the  foreign  department. 

Hope  was  expressed  that  the  money  em- 
bargo “opens  up.”  Otherwise,  a spokes- 
man said,  “We  can  all  expect  to  be  about 
25  per  cent  shy”  when  the  auditors  tally 
up  the  year’s  revenue.  A further  obser- 
vation there  is  that  Hollywood  “will  have 
to  trim  to  the  bone”  if  the  war  situation 
is  of  an  “extended”  duration. 

Shipments  to  foreign  countries  have 
been  simultaneous  with  pre-releases  in  this 
country,  it  is  said.  This  would  give  Eng- 
land, Columbia’s  best  overseas  customer, 
enough  to  last  for  about  seven  months, 
should  native  films  be  choked  off. 

Sees  Only  Small  Loss 
For  Loew's  Abroad 

New  York — Arthur  M.  Loew,  in  charge 
of  foreign  affairs  for  Loew’s,  is  optimistic 
and  says  the  company  will  lose  only  small 
percentage  of  business  abroad.  He  does 
not  fear  for  the  company’s  overseas  in- 
vestments. 

M-G-M’s  investment  in  England  is  in 
the  Empire  theatre,  London,  which  it  owns. 
The  distributing  offices  are  leased.  In 
Prance,  the  two-story  building  in  Paris 
where  offices  and  a synchronization  studio 
are  located  are  M-G-M  property.  In  Ger- 
many, Poland  and  New  Zealand  there  is 
no  investment  except  for  office  equip- 
ment. 

Theatres  owned  by  the  company  in 
South  Africa  are  the  Metro  in  Johannes- 
burg and  in  Durban.  In  Australia,  pro- 
perties are  the  Metro  in  Adelaide  and  in 
Brisbane. 

Robert  Montgomery  and  Maureen 
O’Sullivan  are  the  only  players  in  Eng- 
land except  for  the  coast  studio  personnel 
which  includes  Ben  Goetz  and  a number 
of  technical  men.  Norma  Shearer  re- 


turned on  the  Manhattan  earlier  in  the 
week. 

Operations  continue  as  heretofore  in  all 
countries  and  films  are  being  shipped  as 
they  become  available.  The  last  two  were 
“The  Women”  and  “Babes  in  Arms,”  the 
company  figuring  the  print  cost  negligible 
and  the  possibilities  of  continued  revenue 
promising. 

Restrictions  on  currency,  according  to 
Loew,  are  “no  more  onerous”  than  those 
which  existed  before  war  was  declared. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  proposed  to 
continue  production  in  England  where 
“Busman’s  Honeymoon”  is  in  work.  How- 
ever, the  answer  rests  with  the  British 
government. 

None  of  the  company’s  foreign  offices  is 
closed. 

About  60  per  cent  of  the  M-G-M  foreign 
dollar  comes  from  the  belligerent  coun- 
tries, the  British  Empire,  the  French  em- 
pire, Germany  and  Poland,  according  to 
Loew,  and  this  represents  24  per  cent  of 
the  world  dollar. 

Regarding  theatre  investments  in  South 
Africa  and  Australia,  WiUiam  Melniker, 
in  charge  of  foreign  theatre  operations, 
states  “they  are  as  safe  as  the  gold  dollar.” 

Belligerents  Represent  25% 

Monogram  Foreign  Revenue 

New  York — European  countries  at  war, 
including  the  currently  neutral  Italy, 
represent  25  per  cent  of  Monogram’s  reve- 
nue. Because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
general  situation,  W.  Ray  Johnston  has 
postponed  his  planned  trip  to  Hollywood. 
He  declares  he  wants  to  be  on  the  ground 
here  to  await  developments. 

Further,  he  states  he  has  no  way  of  tell- 
ing at  this  juncture  exactly  how  Mono- 
gram will  be  affected.  Pathe,  Monogram’s 


For  additional  angles  on  the 
European  war  and  its  possible  ef- 
fect on  the  industry  here,  see 
pages  4-5-9. 


British  distributor,  is  completing  “Traitor’s 
Spy”  with  Bruce  Cabot.  The  film,  plus 
others,  is  slated  for  distribution  here  under 
a deal  made  when  Johnston  was  abroad  a 
few  weeks  ago.  The  Monogram  president, 
however,  has  heard  nothing  about  ship- 
ment. 

Norton  V.  Ritchey,  head  of  foreign  dis- 
tribution, states  he  has  not  been  informed 
that  money  due  from  England  will  not  be 
forthcoming.  The  company’s  banking 
houses  have  informed  him,  he  adds,  that 
embargoes  on  currency  do  not  apply  to 
contracts  closed  by  American  firms  prior 
to  September  5,  which  is  well  past  the 
period  in  which  Monogram’s  foreign  deals 
were  closed. 

Ironically,  Monogram  may  be  hit  hard- 
est in  France,  although  that  market  is  not 
so  large  a revenue  producer  as  England. 
The  company  has  only  recently  got  a 
foothold  there,  Ritchey  claims,  and  in  the 
past  six  months  has  piled  up  m_ore  revenue 
than  in  the  previous  two  years. 

Shipments  are  going  ahead  to  all  for- 
eign countries  as  they  are  ready  for  re- 
lease here,  depending,  of  course,  on  the 
ships  available  for  their  transportation. 
The  only  films  that  have  not  reached  their 
destination  since  war  began  were  some 
consigned  to  Danzig  on  the  Pilsudski, 
which  entered  a British  port  when  open 
hostilities  began. 

It  is  Ritchey’s  personal  opinion  that 
England  will  be  expected  to  waive  all  quota 
requirements  during  the  period  of  the  con- 
flict. 


Paramount  Sees  Revision  of 
Quota  Acts  as  Help 

New  York — ^Because  of  the  possible  cur- 
tailment of  production  other  than  propa- 
ganda films.  Paramount  home  office  execu- 
tives believe  the  Australian  and  British 
quota  acts  will  be  revised  to  the  benefit  of 
American  producers.  In  a short  time,  how- 
ever, a scarcity  of  home-made  product  is 
expected  in  the  countries  engaged  in  the 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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FILM  SHIPMENTS  ABROAD  WITHOUT  A BREAK 
PLANNED,  BDT  IT  IS  A PROBLEM  IN  SHIPS 


Expect  Britain  to  Lift  Quota 

New  York — Almost  lost  in  the  shuffle,  insofar  as  early  calculations  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  war  is  concerned,  is  the  status  of  the  English  quota  law.  Without  ex- 
ception, foreign  distribution  heads  are  assuming  England  will  "waive"  quota  re- 
quirements until  such  a time  that  it  is  deemed  necessary  for  it  to  function  again. 
This  may  be  a long  time  off,  or  at  least  until  native  English  production  gets  back 
to  normal,  which  is  not  expected  until  hostilities  cease.  Most  English  actors  have 
been  called  to  duty,  while  English  producers  are  being  drafted  for  propaganda  films. 


Most  Have  Shipped  Near 
Release  Dates,  With 
Supply  Built  Up 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
war  which  will  open  the  avenue  for  in- 
creased shipments  from  the  United  States 
and  neighboring  countries. 

Paramount  has  almost  a year’s  supply 
of  new  product  in  England  and  other 
European  countries.  Although  the  com- 
pany has  been  doing  business  in  Germany, 
shipments  ceased  with  the  start  of  the 
war,  because  of  the  British  blockade.  The 
general  feeling  is  that  if  other  companies 
continue  to  send  film  to  Germany,  these 
producers  will  fall  into  disfavor  with 
England,  which  by  far,  means  moi'e  reve- 
nue to  all  American  concerns. 

“French  Without  Tears,”  the  most  im- 
portant British-made  Paramount  film,  is 
due  to  arrive  next  week  on  an  American 
boat.  Ray  Milland  and  Nancy  Drew,  who 
appear  in  the  picture,  returned  from  Eng- 
land recently. 

The  company  has  four  American  repre- 
sentatives abroad.  David  Rose,  managing 
director  for  England,  intended  to  return 
last  week  for  production  conferences  with 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  but  canceled  reserva- 
tions on  the  Queen  Mary  and  Normaridie 
to  see  operations  through.  However,  he  is 
trying  to  send  his  family  over  if  he  can  get 
accommodations  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

A Number  to  Stay 

Fred  W.  Lange,  managing  director  for 
Europe,  with  the  exception  of  England,  is 
remaining  in  Paris  and  has  no  plans  of 
returning.  Lewis  K.  Buddy,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Paris  newsreel  bureau,  had 
been  here  on  his  vacation  when  war  broke 
out.  He  arrived  in  Lisbon  via  the  Clipper, 
Tuesday,  en  route  to  Paris  to  supervise  the 
newsreel  crew.  Frank  Farley,  production 
head  in  France,  has  cabled  he  will  return 
to  the  United  States  shortly. 

There  are  a number  of  other  American 
citizens  in  minor  capacities  in  foreign  of- 
fices, all  of  whom  are  staying  abroad.  The 
names  and  number  of  persons  could  not  be 
immediately  checked  at  the  home  office. 

Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the  execu- 
tive board,  and  his  bride  are  making  fran- 
tic efforts  to  return  from  a honeymoon 
and  business  trip.  Griffis  had  been  work- 
ing on  the  Odeon  deal  whereby  the  Oscar 
Deutsch  circuit  would  acquire  eight  Brit- 
ish theatres  from  Paramount.  The  deal 
was  reported  still  in  process  this  week,  and 
rumors  the  houses  were  to  change  hands 
September  4 were  denied. 

There  has  been  no  impounding  of  funds, 
according  to  executives.  With  the  war  on, 
it  is  figured  that  15  per  cent  of  the  world 
dollar  is  now  affected  but  that  in  a year 
this  may  jump  to  30  per  cent.  Of  the  for- 
eign dollar,  this  company  sees  approxi- 
mately 57  per  cent  affected. 

“We  hayen’t  felt  any  immediate  effects,” 


it  was  stated  at  the  Paramount  home  of- 
fice. Cables  are  coming  through  with  a 
“remarkable  matter-of-fact  attitude”  from 
foreign  representatives  who  are  sticking  it 
out,  the  feeling  being  “That  is  war.  So 
what  the  hell!” 

Asked  if  film  shipments  will  be  con- 
tinued. an  executive  said  “All  we  need  are 
the  boats.”  At  this  home  office  it  is  felt 
British  production  will  be  stultified  and 
few,  if  any  new  pictures,  will  be  put  into 
work.  This,  of  course,  does  not  include 
propaganda  films. 

John  W.  Hicks,  in  charge  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, returned  Friday  from  Hollywood 
after  an  extensive  trip  with  Adolph  Zukor, 
chairman  of  the  board.  Hicks  had  been 
in  constant  contact  with  home  office  de- 
velopments while  in  California. 


All  But  One  Republic 
Print  to  Foreign  Field 

New  York — Foreign  distributors  have 
been  receiving  Republic’s  advance  prints 
since  the  first  of  the  year  and,  with  the 
exception  of  “Flight  at  Midnight,”  just 
finished,  there  is  nothing  on  hand  to  send 
abroad.  A slowup  in  shipments  is  ex- 
pected to  result  from  the  neutrality  law. 
Whatever  boats  are  to  be  used,  either  those 


Eyes  Now  Turn  to 
South  America 

New  York — As  the  department  of 
commerce  turns  toward  South  America 
with  the  idea  of  learning  what  Euro- 
pean trade  might  now  be  diverted  to 
America,  film  leaders  likewise  look  in 
that  direction  as  a likely  field  for  in- 
creased film  revenue  which  will  make 
up  part  of  the  losses  that  may  develop 
through  constrictions  of  the  English 
and  French  markets. 

While  American  films  dominate  in 
the  South  American  republics,  Ger- 
man and  French  films,  and  English  in 
a lesser  degree,  have  a hold  there.  If 
the  war,  as  is  expected,  confines  bel- 
ligerent production  to  propaganda  films, 
the  playing  time  thereby  made  avail- 
able to  the  south,  it  is  figured  here, 
will  accrue  to  American-made  product. 


of  neutral  nations  or  American  vessels 
there  will  be  no  guaranty  of  quick  deliv- 
ery, as  in  the  past,  it  is  pointed  out. 

Remittances  already  are  slowing  up  from 
Australia.  Early  in  the  week  a remittance 
came  through  from  England  for  the  week 
preceding  hostilities.  England  alone  is 
said  to  represent  approximately  23  per  cent 
of  Republic’s  international  dollar.  In 
France,  pictures  have  been  sold  to  a local 
distributor  piecemeal. 

There  has  been  no  impounding  of  funds 
in  any  of  the  belligerent  countries.  Like- 
wise, Republic  has  no  American  repre- 
sentatives abroad. 

H.  J.  Yates,  president  of  Consolidated: 
Joseph  Kaufman,  of  the  laboratory;  Gene 
Autry  and  Bill  Saal,  the  latter  having 
gone  abroad  on  special  exploitation  for 
“Man  of  Conquest”  and  to  handle  the 
Autry  tour,  returned  during  the  week  from 
Europe,  cutting  the  trip  short  by  a week. 

Until  developments  take  shape,  Morris 
Goodman,  foreign  head,  is  biding  his  time, 
shipping  where  and  as  best  he  can. 


British  Reopening  Reports 
Are  Cheering  to  RKO 

New  York  — With  advices  from  abroad 
that  the  English  government  plans  to  re- 
open as  many  theatres  as  possible  for 
daytime  exhibition  in  isolated  areas,  RKO 
is  ready  to  capitalize  with  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell,”  produced  by  Herbert  Wilcox, 
starring  Anna  Neagle,  both  English  sub- 
jects, and  brimming  over  with  timeliness. 

The  film  was  due  to  be  trade-shown 
this  week  in  London  and  would  normally 
have  gone  into  a first-run  London  house  in 
about  two  weeks.  All  this  having  been  put 
aside  as  a result  of  the  war,  RKO  now 
plans  to  rush  the  film  to  as  many  “safety 
zone”  theatres  that  are  expected  to  re- 
open shortly  as  it  is  able  to  book. 

The  only  revenue  from  abi’oad  has  come 
from  Holland  and  Amsterdam,  although 
this  may  cease,  a spokesman  informs  Box- 
office.  Meanwhile,  there  is  no  intention 
of  interrupting  shipments.  England  has 
received  all  films  on  scheduled  release 
dates  so  far,  which  would  give  the  coun- 
try enough  product  from  RKO  to  last 
about  six  months,  it  is  said. 

In  the  face  of  the  present  crisis,  home 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


18 


BOXOFFICE  ::  September  9,  1939 


"WILL  ALLIES  IMPOUND  FUNDS?"  THE  CHIEF 
QUESTION  MARK  CONFRONTING  MAJORS  NOW 


THANKS  FOR  THE  MEMORY 

Tlhanks  for  the  memory  of  this  great  ocean  trip 
On  England’s  finest  ship. 

Tho’  they  packed  them  to  the  rafters. 

They  never  made  a slip. 

Ah  ! Thank  you  so  much. 

Thanks  for  the  memory. 

Some  folks  slept  on  the  floor. 

Some  in  the  corridor; 

But  I was  more  exclusive,  my  room  had  Gentlemen  above  the  door. 
Ah  ! Thank  you  so  much. 

I thought  that  I was  quite  a sailor. 

But  each  day  found  me  getting  paler 

I turned  out  to  be  quite  a railer 

They  called  it  a swell,  but  to  me  it  was — well. 

Thanks  for  the  memory 
Of  Good  Old  Chamberlain; 

He  won’t  quit  till  its  done; 

He’s  out  to  show  this  upset  world 
We  don’t  need  a Napoleon. 

So,  thank  you  so  much  ! 


Bob  Hope  Writes  Ode  to  an  Ocean  Trip — 

Sometime  associated  with  "Thanks  for  the  Memory”  which  he  helped  intro- 
duce and  which  hit  the  best-seller  division.  Bob  Hope,  pretty  obviously 
tickled  by  his  safe  return  to  America  from  war-beset  Europe,  wrote  a parody 
aboard  the  Queen  Mary.  Printed  and  distributed  among  his  friends,  if 
warbled  at  all,  it  should  carry  the  "Memory”  tune. 


England  and  France  Are 
Still  Letting  Money 
Out;  Hint  of  Bar 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
office  executives  state  they  expect  Eng- 
land to  “overlook”  the  (juota  requirements. 

A print  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  has  also 
arrived  in  Prance,  it  is  said,  but  no  infor- 
mation has  been  received  as  to  when  thea- 
tres may  reopen,  since  the  country  is  con- 
siderably more  vulnerable  to  air  attack 
than  England,  it  is  held  at  RKO.  The  film 
is  due  to  open  at  the  Music  Hall,  Septem- 
ber 28,  following  the  run  of  “Golden  Boy.” 

Although  the  company  had  announced 
plans  for  “The  Man  Who  Lest  Himself,” 
to  be  produced  in  London  under  the  re- 
cently formed  Walter  Futter-Leslie  Howard 
banner,  with  the  latter  as  star,  the  film 
has  been  temporarily  abandoned.  The  new 
season  schedule  also  called  for  “Kitche- 
ner,” but  this  was  not  definitely  set  for 
London  production. 


Drop  of  Pound  Sterling  Is 
20th-Fox  Main  Worry 

New  York — The  chief  concern  at  20th 
Century-Pox  appears  to  be  the  level  at 
which  the  English  pound  will  rest,  insofar 
as  the  European  war  is  disturbing  the 
home  office.  Otherwise,  the  attitude,  as 
expressed  by  a foreign  department  spokes- 
man, is:  “Wars  don’t  choke  off  our  busi- 
ness.” 

Robert  T.  Kane,  the  company’s  head  of 
foreign  production,  has  been  in  this  coun- 
try for  the  past  three  weeks.  With  the 
cessation  of  cables  he  has  been  unable  to 
come  to  a determination  over  what  is  to 
be  done  about  production  in  England,  as- 
suming such  a procedure  is  at  all  possible, 
it  is  said. 

Operations  are  still  continuing  in  Ger- 
many, according  to  what  is  known  about 
this  situation  at  the  home  office,  but  it  is 
thought  the  English  naval  blockade  has 
undoubtedly  halted  the  entrance  of  films 
into  the  country.  A spokesman  said  it  is 
possible  future  shipments  to  Germany  may 
be  made  through  neutral  countries,  instead 
of  direct. 

Currency  has  not  been  interrupted  from 
Paris  or  the  continent,  it  is  said,  but  these 
markets  are  not  as  important,  financially, 
as  England,  which  is  estimated  to  produce 
over  50  per  cent  of  the  company’s  foreign 
revenue. 

All  operations  covering  the  British  mar- 
ket are  centered  in  the  company’s  Wemb- 
ley studio.  The  latest  report  from  that 
point  is  that  “American  dollars  are  scarce 
in  London.” 


Says  Universal's  Foreign 
Position  Is  Strong 

New  York — Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  vice- 


president in  charge  of  foreign  distribution, 
feels  Universal’s  position  abroad  is  ex- 
tremely strong.  The  company  does  not 
maintain  its  own  distribution  in  England 
where  General  Film  Distributors,  Ltd., 
markets  the  product. 

“Our  cash  position  is  strong  because  we 
have  no  commitments  in  the  countries  at 
war,”  he  informs  Boxoffice.  The  bellige- 
rent nations  represent  about  60  per  cent 
of  Universal’s  total  foreign  revenue,  he 
adds.  Seidelman  also  reports  there  is  a 
temporary  restriction  on  remittances  from 
Australia  and  English  colonies.  However, 
monies  from  other  countries  have  not  been 
impounded,  he  declares. 

Shipments  are  being  maintained  to  those 
nations  not  affected  by  transportation  re- 
strictions arising  out  of  war  emergency 
measures,  but  Universal  currently  is  not 
exporting  to  England  in  its  normal  flow 
but  “wherever  possible  prints  are  being 
dispatched.” 

Seidelman  appears  less  certain  about 
nations  currently  neutral.  In  a doubtful 
list  as  to  the  future  and  its  impre.ss  on 
American  film  activities,  he  lists  Norway, 


Sweden,  Denmark,  Belgium  and  Holland. 


Warner  Has  Six-Month 
Film  Supply  Abroad 

New  York — ^While  the  company  was 
planning  to  ship  new  product  to  all  coun- 
tries, except  Poland,  Warner  executives 
are  chiefly  concerned  over  restrictions 
dealing  with  various  nations’  liners.  The 
belief  held  is  that  shipments  would  be 
made  on  neutral  and  American  vessels. 

The  company  has  about  a six-month 
supply  of  film  abroad  and  there  is  no  im- 
mediate shortage.  There  have  been  no 
official  orders  to  cease  British  production, 
executives  declare. 

The  percentage  of  world  and  foreign 
revenue  affected  by  the  war,  according  to 
a home  office  executive,  is  about  the  same 
as  the  other  major  companies.  The  spe- 
cific amounts  are  not  available. 

All  offices,  with  the  exception  of  those 
in  Poland,  are  functioning  and  no  damage 
is  reported. 

Sam  Morris,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
foreign  sales,  sailed  from  Brazil,  Wednes- 

( Continued  on  page  22) 
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Warner  Chary  About  Forecast 
On  Immediate  Effects  of  War 


New  York — With  events  occurring  with 
such  rapidity  in  England  and  on  the  con- 
tinent no  conservative  conclusion  can  be 
dravm  as  to  the  immediate  effect  on  the 
industry,  either  abroad  or  in  this  country, 
Harry  M.  Warner  said  on  his  arrival  with 
Mrs.  Warner  from  England  on  the  Queen 
Mary. 

The  first  foreign  ship  to  arrive  here 
since  England  formally  announced  a state 
of  war  existed  with  Germany,  the  Queen 
Mary  carried  3,562  persons,  including  Bob 
Hope,  Hal  Rosson,  Dan  Carroll  of  the 
Carroll-Birch-Coyle  circuit  in  Australia, 
Mrs.  Irving  Asher  and  Mrs.  Harry  Charnas. 
David  Rose,  head  of  foreign  production  for 
Paramount,  canceled  his  trip. 

In  answer  to  all  questions  pertaining  to 
the  effect  of  curtailment  of  distribution 
and  exhibition  in  England  as  a result  of 
the  war  as  this  might  bear  on  recouping 
possible  losses,  Warner  replied:  “You  can’t 
tell  what  is  going  on  unless  you  are  over 
there.  Everything  has  changed  since  I left. 
There’s  no  use  talking  about  these  things; 
we’ll  just  have  to  take  a holiday  and  go 
and  fight.” 

He  said  D.  E.  Griffiths,  who  was  head  of 
First  National  Film  Distributors,  Ltd.,  in 
England  before  the  unit  was  merged  with 
Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Ltd.,  is  “being  re- 
tained,” and  “will  take  care  of  American 
companies.”  Warner  would  not  expand  on 
this  designation.  The  assumption  is  he 
had  reference  to  the  fact  Griffiths  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Kinematograph  Renters’  So- 
ciety in  which  American  distributors  are 
predominant. 

He  was  of  the  opinion  that  exhibition 
in  England  would  be  resumed  in  about  a 
week. 

This  observation  was  also  made  by  Car- 
roll,  who  said  the  English  government  has 


New  York — Warner  blasts  away  at  Nazi 
activity  in  this  country  in  its  answer  to 
the  $5,000,000  libel  suit  filed  by  Fritz  Kuhn, 
as  president  of  the  German  American 
Bund,  over  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.” 

In  the  form  of  an  affirmative  deiense, 
the  producer  denies  the  Kuhn  charges,  re- 
peating the  stoiT  and  scenario  were  predi- 
cated on  two  trials  in  the  federal  court 
here  and  in  the  Canal  Zone.  Then  the  at- 
tack: 

“The  German  American  Bund  and  its 
members  are  active  militant  propagandists 
of  Nazi  ideology,  and  endorse  and  actively 
support,  and  would  plant  and  propagate 
in  the  United  States,  the  undemocratic 
principles  of  Adolf  Hitler,  and  are  there- 
fore, disloyal  to  the  United  States  and 
abuse  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their 
United  States  citizenship.  They  are  re- 
garded, and  regard  themselves,  as  in- 


announced  it  will  set  up  “safety  zones”  in 
comparatively  isolated  areas  for  the  ex- 
hibition of  films  and  resumption  of  other 
entertainment.  All  English  production  has 
ceased,  however,  he  declared,  with  actors 
being  recruited  for  the  army  and  pro- 
ducers drafted  to  turn  out  propaganda  pic- 
tures. Carroll,  who  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  returns  to  Australia,  boarding  the 
Monterey  in  Los  Angeles  September  13. 

Rosson  was  abroad  to  direct  “Manon 
Lescaut,”  starring  Merle  Oberon,  for  Alex- 
ander Korda,  he  said,  but  the  war  can- 
celed the  production.  He  said  that  Korda 
has  been  drafted  to  produce  propaganda 
films  for  the  English  government. 

After  a week  in  the  play,  “Golden  Gate,” 
which  will  be  played  in  Los  Angeles,  Hope 
is  scheduled  for  a part  in  Paramount’s 
“Road  to  Singapore,”  the  comedian  said. 
He  is  scheduled  to  take  the  “m.  c.”  spot 
in  a radio  show  beginning  September  26. 


Calls  Griffiths'  Retirement 
"Sensation"  to  U.  K.  Trade 

London — Retirement  of  D.  E.  Griffiths, 
former  managing  director  of  First  Na- 
tional, under  the  merger  of  that  company 
with  Warner  here,  is  described  as  a “sen- 
sation” by  Ernest  W.  Fredman,  editor  of 
the  Daily  Film  Renter  and  authoritative 
commentator  on  the  British  trade. 

“Griffiths,  more  than  any  other  presi- 
dent of  the  K.R.S.,”  he  writes,  “has  made 
tremendously  powerful  contacts  with  gov- 
ernment departments,  has  done  invaluable 
work  particularly  for  the  American  sec- 
tion of  the  industry  and  accomplished 
wonders  in  three  and  a half  years  of  im- 
stinted  service  given  to  the  renters’  so- 
ciety.” 

Fredman  notes  distributors  and  exhibi- 
tors were  “staggered”  by  the  news. 


struments  of  Nazi  philosophy,  and  have 
fostered  in  the  United  States  the  world- 
wide espionage  system  of  the  Nazi  German 
government. 

“Its  members  pursue  their  activities  in 
connection  with,  and  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Nazi  government.  They  seek 
to  promote  religious  prejudice  in  the 
United  States  and  advocate  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  Bill  of  Rights 
and  our  present  form  of  government,  ulti- 
mately to  subject  it  to  the  will  and  domi- 
nation of  Nazi  Germany.” 

Warner  won  a step  in  a smaller  action 
based  on  similar  charges  when  Federal 
Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum  vacated  a 
notice  of  examination  filed  by  Katherine 
Moog,  who  sought  to  question  S.  Charles 
Einfeld,  Lya  Lys,  and  Milton  Krims  be- 
fore trial.  She  is  suing  for  $75,000  dam- 
ages for  alleged  libel  in  the  film. 


Points  to  Experience 
In  China,  Spain 

New  York — While  a period  of  strin- 
gency is  anticipated  at  the  outset,  the 
foreign  department  at  M-G-M,  reporting 
it  finds  no  enthusiasm  in  profits  aris- 
ing out  of  a state  of  war,  points  to  its 
experience  in  China  and  Spain  as  an 
indication  of  what  it  expects  in  Europe. 
In  China  and  Spain,  theatre  business 
boomed. 

Metro  is  one  of  the  few  remaining 
companies  attempting  to  do  business 
in  Germany.  It  intends  to  maintain  its 
normal  activity  in  that  direction,  but 
already  is  virtually  discounting  the  fu- 
ture in  that  limited  market. 


McConville  Brings  Print 
Of  Duvivier  Picture 

New  York — On  his  return  from  France 
recently,  Joseph  A.  McConville,  Columbia 
foreign  head,  brought  back  with  him  a lav- 
ender print  of  the  first  Julien  Duvivier 
picture  produced  in  cooperation  with  Paul 
Graetz  for  Columbia,  which  participates 
in  the  financing. 

A moratorium  has  been  declared  on  the 
second  French  picture  which  was  being 
prepared  and  is  now  being  held  up  indefi- 
nitely. The  negative  on  the  initial  pic- 
ture was  due  on  the  Queen  Mary,  but  so 
far  has  not  arrived. 

Shaw  Urges  Britain  to 
Keep  Theatres  Open 

London — George  Bernard  Shaw,  in  a 
letter  to  the  London  Times,  calls  the 
darkening  of  picture  houses  “a  master- 
stroke of  unimaginative  stupidity.”  He 
asks  how  the  government  proposes  enter- 
taining soldiers  on  leave  as  well  as  the 
civilian  population. 

As  a plan  of  his  own,  he  suggests  the 
government  provide  new  theatres  where 
required  and  that  all  entertainers,  re- 
gardless of  their  field,  be  exempted  from 
service  so  that  they  continue  their  normal 
occupations. 


No  Roadshow  Plans  Set 
For  "Nurse  Edith  Cavell" 

New  York — There  are  no  plans  for  road- 
showing “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  recently 
completed  by  Herbert  Wilcox  in  Hollywood 
with  Anna  Neagle  starred.  The  picture 
goes  into  the  Music  Hall  shortly.  Wilcox 
is  planning  to  return  to  England  with 
Miss  Neagle  in  about  two  weeks  via  the 
Clipper,  which  now  goes  as  far  as  Lisbon, 
Portugal.  From  there  he  is  expected  to 
make  other  plans  to  return  to  London. 

Scandinavian  Shipments 
Halted  by  Blockade 

New  York — Direct  shipments  to  Scandi- 
navian coimtries  ceased  Wednesday  when 
major  company  home  offices  received  of- 
ficial word  of  stoppage  of  vessels  to  Scan- 
dinavia. Foreign  executives  are  now  fig- 
uring out  means  to  get  pictures  into  those 
countries  through  other  routes. 


Warner  Blasts  Nazi  Activity 
Here  in  Libel  Suit  Answer 
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NEW 

FAVORITES 


EASTMAN’S  three  great  new  films  back 
up  their  special  characteristics  with  typ- 
ical Eastman  reliability  and  nniformity. 
Worthy  successors  to  earlier  Eastman 
emulsions,  they  are  the  new  raw-film  fa- 
vorites of  the  motion  pictnre  industry. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatonr,  Inc.,  Distribntors, 
Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAIV 


PLIJS-X 

tor  general  studio  use 


tor  all  ditticult  shots 


srPER-xx 


BACKGROUXR-X 

tor  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 
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Brilish  Memo  Holds 
Reopening  Hope 

London — In  conformity  with  the  scheme 
conveyed  to  exhibitors  of  the  government’s 
proposals  for  the  control  of  places  of  en- 
tertainment in  wartime,  the  following 
memorandum  on  A.  R.  P.  issued  by  the 
Home  Office  summarizes  requirements  of 
operation : 

“After  general  closure  reopening  will  be 
permitted  in  places  least  exposed  to  attack. 

“Such  reopenings  will  be  for  daylight 
performances  only,  and  the  local  authority 
will  be  able  to  dictate  the  number  in  the 
audience. 

“Exhibitors  will  be  required  to  take  rea- 
sonable steps  to  render  the  auditorium 
proof  against  splinters  and  blast  and  pro- 
vide shelter  for  staff  and  performers. 

“A  member  of  the  staff  should  be  so 
placed  as  to  hear  public  warning  of  an  air 
raid  and  see  that  the  warning  is  con- 
veyed to  the  audience. 

“There  shall  be  a fire  party  in  attend- 
ance at  all  time  properly  equipi>ed  for 
dealing  with  incendiary  bombs. 

“Staff  should  be  trained  in  first  aid  and 
anti-gas  precautions.  Expenses  for  this 
training  must  be  met  by  employers. 

“Complete  lighting  restrictions  will  be 
enforced. 

“Tire  public  will  be  notified  of  the  clos- 
ing via  the  newspapers  and  broadcast  an- 
nouncements.” 

In  further  explanation  of  the  state  of 
emergency,  the  regulations  state:  “While 
the  closing  will,  at  the  outset,  be  universal, 
it  is  contemplated  that  when  experience 
has  been  gained  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  air  attack  it  may  be  possible  to 
permit  places  of  entertainment  to  reopen, 
at  any  rate  in  those  districts  which  are 
found  to  be  least  exposed  to  the  risk  of 
attack.” 

This  is  expected  on  September  11. 


GB  London  Studio  Reopens; 

Others  Function 

London — As  an  earnest  of  the  govern- 
ment’s desire  to  keep  production  normally 
flowing,  GB’s  studio  at  Shepherd’s  Bush 
in  the  city  proper  has  reopened  and  other 
studios,  to  a greater  or  lesser  degree,  con- 
tinue to  function. 

The  government  is  anxious  to  continue 
studio  activity,  it  is  officially  stated. 

Meanwhile,  theatres  which  were  imme- 
diately darkened  when  hostilities  broke 
out,  are  expected  to  open,  probably  in 
wholesale,  beginning  Monday.  A few  re- 
lighted over  the  weekend. 


RKO  Cable  Report  Cites 
British  Reopening  Hope 

New  York — Ralph  Hanbury,  RKO’s 
managing  director  in  the  United  King- 
dom, in  the  following  cable  to  George  J. 
Schaefer,  reports: 

"All  cinemas  closed  by  government  de- 
cree but  chief  constable  of  each  city  is 
empowered  to  reopen  some,  or  all,  thea- 
tres in  his  district  according  to  experience 


Shipping  Restriction  Is 
WB  Chief  Concern 


(Continued  from  page  19) 
day,  for  home.  He  has  been  gone  several 
weeks  on  a tour  of  South  American  coun- 
tries. 

Harry  M.  Warner,  president;  Edward  G. 
Robinson  and  George  Raft  recently  re- 
turned from  business  and  pleasure  trips 
abroad.  At  the  present  time  there  are  no 
company  representatives  in  the  countries 
at  war. 


"Arizona"  Is  Postponed; 
Color  May  Be  Dropped 

Hollywood — The  European  war  has 
struck  directly  at  Columbia,  where  a pro- 
duction huddle  analyzed  the  desirability 
of  postponing  immediate  shooting  on  “Ari- 
zona,” top-budget  Clarence  Budington  Kel- 
land  story,  which  Wesley  Ruggles  will  di- 
rect. A 30-day  wait  to  see  which  way  the 
war  blows  is  said  to  be  the  result  of  the 
confab.  When  the  film  does  roll  it  will 
probably  be  made  in  black  and  white,  not 
Technicolor  as  originally  planned,  the 
switch-over  being  figured  to  save  about 
$500,000.  Tire  film  was  to  have  gone  be- 
fore the  cameras  September  11. 


2Qth-Foxs  "Uncensored" 
Production  Deferred 

Hollywood — Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
temporarily  deferred  production  of  “Uncen- 
sored,” previously  titled  “Scotland  Yard,” 
due  to  the  presence  in  England  of  Jane 
Baxter  and  Edmund  Gwenn,  who  were 
to  share  leads  with  Warner  Baxter.  The 
studio  claims  this  to  be  the  only  film  af- 
fected by  the  war,  adding  it  will  be  re- 
placed on  the  schedule. 


gained  through  vulnerability  of  air  raids. 
This  means  districts  far  away  from  large 
centers  will  be  permitted  to  reopen  short- 
ly, but  to  a limited  degree  and  possibly  to 
restricted  screening  hours  and  number  of 
theatres  operating  in  each  district.  Un- 
fortunately, these  are  far  away  places 
principally  non-industrial  towns  with  thin 
population,  so  from  standpoint  of  our 
operations  revenue  is  tremendously  de- 
creased. Maybe  experience  will  allow  some 
theatres  to  reopen  in  main  centers  such  as 
London,  Birmingham,  Glasgow,  etc.,  with- 
in reasonable  time  with  perhaps  similar 
screening  restrictions.” 


Schenck  Is  Cautious; 
M-G-M  Plans  Stick 

New  York — "It  is  too  early  to  tell 
what  will  happen"  is  how  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck  replied  to  a question  concern- 
ing the  effect  of  the  Second  World  War 
on  the  industry.  Schenck,  who  was  on 
Pier  19  to  greet  Norma  Shearer  arriv- 
ing on  the  "Manhattan,"  was  reluctant 
to  talk.  He  did  say,  however,  M-G-M's 
plans  remain  unchanged. 


Yates  Sees  No  Need 
For  War  Alarm 

New  York — Herbert  J.  Yates,  president 
of  Consolidated  Film  Industries,  sees  no 
reason  for  the  industry  to  become  alarmed 
over  the  Second  World  War.  Yates,  who 
returned  on  the  Manhattan,  declares  Re- 
public at  present  is  not  considering  any  re- 
trenchment. 

Told  that  the  initial  reaction  here  to  the 
outbreak  of  European  hostilities  was  one  of 
wide  uncertainty,  Yates  replied  “We  have 
a jittery  industry.” 

He  went  on  to  say  there  is  no  doubt 
that  some  of  the  companies  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  situation  to  clean  house. 
Yates,  however,  added  emphatically,  “There 
is  no  need  to  do  that. 

“It  is  silly  to  make  a change  of  policy  at 
this  time.  We  will  have  to  follow  the 
course  of  events  for  at  least  another  90 
days.” 

Concerning  the  British  quota,  Yates 
said  it  is  generally  understood  the  quota 
will  have  to  be  suspended  until  after  the 
war  since  all  commercial  production  has 
ceased. 

According  to  Yates,  Republic’s  position 
is  fairly  secure  since  there  are  26  pictures 
in  England  available  for  distribution.  He 
foresees  no  difficulty  over  distribution  and 
exhibition  there. 

Republic’s  world-wide  business  is  run- 
ning approximately  20-25  per  cent  ahead 
of  last  year,  Yates  declared. 

Will  Hays  Back  on  Coast 
After  an  Eastern  Trip 

Hollywood — Will  Hays  is  back  after  a 
quick  trip  to  Washington  and  New  York. 
The  MPPDA  head  normally  remains  here 
until  late  in  September,  but  broke  up  to 
confer  with  President  Roosevelt  and  Thur- 
man Arnold  in  Washington. 

Reports  from  the  east  declare  Hays  was 
interested  in  getting  the  President’s  re- 
action over  an  “appeasement”  plan  in 
connection  with  the  department  of  justice 
anti-trust  actions  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Second  World  War  might  seriously 
imperil  the  industry's  financial  status,  and 
that  an  “easing  up”  on  the  suits,  if  an 
amicable  adjustment  could  be  made, 
would  help  preserve  the  industry’s  posi- 
tion. 

Allied  War  Effect  Views 
At  Convention  Divided 

Atlantic  City  — Opinion  is  divided 
among  delegates  to  the  Allied  of  New  Jer- 
sey convention  as  to  the  effects  of  the 
European  war  at  boxoffices. 

A committee  will  investigate  and  report 
at  the  next  meeting  late  this  month  its 
findings  on  the  desirability  of  inaugurat- 
( Continued  on  page  24-A) 


Delay  MPPDA  Meet 

New^  York — A meeting  of  major  foreign 
heads  scheduled  at  the  Hays  office  Friday 
to  correlate  information  from  abroad  on 
the  war  situation  has  been  postponed  to 
Monday. 
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Four  Travelers  From  Europe  and  a Visitor  From  Newark — 

Harry  M.  Warner  and  Mrs.  Warner  return  on  the  Queen  Mary  from  war-torn  Europe.  They’re  smiling,  hi  the  center 
are  Bob  Hope  and  his  wife,  who  also  returned  on  the  same  vessel.  They’re  smiling,  too,  and  why  not?  On  the  right  is 
Louis  Calhern,  who  appears  in  “Fifth  Avenue  Girl’’  for  RKO.  Playing  in  “Susan  and  God’’  in  Newark,  he  dropped  in  at  the 
company’s  World’s  Fair  Lounge  for  a visit. 


B IR  O A ID)  WAY 


gILL  SCULLY,  Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy,  A1 
Herman  and  George  Schwartz,  the  lat- 
ter Universal  Philadelphia  branch  man- 
ager, tet-a-tet-ing  at  lunch  with  Ted 
Schlanger,  Lester  Krieger,  Leonard  Schles- 
inger  and  Frank  Marshall  of  Warners 
home  office  and  Philadelphia  circuit  at  the 
Astor  Hunting  Room  ...  Ed  Kuykendall 
wasn’t  prepared  for  the  cool  weather  when 
he  hit  the  local  scene.  He  was  dressed  in  a 
light  blue  summer  suit  which  fit  his  girth 
to  the  hilt  . . . John  Wexley,  Warner 
writer,  left  for  the  coast  Friday  after  fin- 
ishing a new  novel  at  Bucks  County,  Pa.-, 
where  he  spent  the  summer. 

Erich  Pommer  intends  to  leave  for  the 
coast  the  end  of  the  week.  He  has  several 
deals  on  tap  and  may  return  to  England, 
transportation  permitting . in  a month  or 
so  ..  . Harry  Joe  Brown  is  here  from  the 
coast  to  join  his  wife,  Sally  Eilers,  who  has 
been  playing  summer  stock,  for  a brief 
vacation  during  which  the  World’s  Fair 
will  be  seen  . . . H.  M.  Richey  attended  the 
Allied  of  New  Jersey  convention  in  At- 
lantic City  . . . Ed  Raftery,  on  his  return 
from  Chicago,  sneaked  in  a few  days’  vaca- 
tion before  he  returns  to  his  desk  Monday 
. . . Adolphe  Menjou  has  gone  back  to 
Hollywood  after  an  extended  vacation 
here,  midst  parties  and  soirees,  to  co-star 
with  Kay  Kyser  in  “That’s  Right,  You’re 
Wrong”  . . . David  Bernstein,  M-G-M 
treasurer,  has  cleared  the  shores  of  Maine 
to  return  to  his  humble  desk  and  office 
in  the  Loew  State  Bldg. 

Arthur  W.  Kelly  had  a birthday  Septem- 
ber 7.  The  loyal  foreign  department  pub- 
licity staff  took  cognizance  of  the  occa- 
sion in  the  following  telegram:  “Congratu- 
lations and  best  wishes  to  our  boss  for 
carrying  on  the  battle  of  birthdays  in  the 
midst  of  the  birthday  of  battle”  . . . Nor- 


ton V.  Ritchey,  who  saw  naval  service  dur- 
ing the  V.^orld  War,  is  his  own  skipper 
these  days,  with  his  personally  supervised 
35-foot  auxiliary  yawl  Outlaw  . . . Gabe 
Hess  “hello”ing  a “fellow  I used  to  be  in 
the  same  law  class  with  in  1903”  ...  A 
slab  of  Lindy’s  fresh  peach  cake,  the  war, 
business  and  the  Warner  sales  policy 
bring  an  emittance  from  Laurence  Bolog- 
nino:  “I’ll  die  rich  yet.”  Breadbreaker  A1 
Suchman  pays  a “compliment”  to  Dave 
Levy,  who  is  hosting  Herman  Becker  to 
lunch  . . . Joel  Swenson  of  the  Hays  of- 
fice: Monroe  Greenthal,  Morris  Helprin, 
Harry  Kosiner  and  Louis  Berg  eye-deep  in 
war  headlines  . . . Rube  Jackter  paving  the 
way,  via  the  stomach,  for  his  deal  with  the 
Griffith  circuit  with  R.  E.  Griffith  and 
Booker  Henry  Lockhart  as  guests.  Carl 
Shalit,  Columbia’s  Kansas  City  district 
manager,  and  Ben  Marcus,  K.  C.  manager, 
in  on  the  lunch  and  the  deal  . . . Mike 
Poller  and  “Augie”  Schubart  a duo  . . . 
Leonard  Picker,  Columbia  attorney,  sat  on 
the  cold  damp  beach  with  a hot  camp  fire 
on  the  opposite  side.  P.  S.  The  cold  is  in  a 
holdover  week. 

Paramount’s  foreign  chief,  John  W- 
Hicks  jr.,  arrived  on  the  20th  Century,  Fri- 
day. He  reports  that  Adolph  Zukor  will 
come  east  within  a few  weeks  . . . Otto 
Mantell,  XJA’s  representative  in  Prague,  is 
here  as  a result  of  winning  first  prize  in  a 
cojitinental  sales  drive.  Also,  as  a result  of 
the  non- Aryan  decree  now  effective  there 
. . . J.  A.  McConville,  in  charge  of  foreign 
distribution  for  Columbia,  is  getting  his 
bags  packed  for  his  South  American  trip 
shortly  . . . One  of  the  veterans  of  the  Uni- 
versal foreign  department.  Jack  Epstein, 
manager  for  Mexico,  is  here  for  talks  with 
Boss  J.  H.  Seidelman. 

Max  C.  Batsel,  chief  engineer  for  RCA 


Photophone,  is  back  from  a tour  of  half 
dozen  midwestern  cities  where  he  visited 
exhibitors  on  sound  reproduction  problems 
. . . Louis  Calhern  and  Jesse  Royce  Landis 
among  the  visitors  to  RKO’s  World’s  Fair 
Lounge  . . . Phil  Reisman  has  been  attend- 
ing an  RKO  convention  in  the  Argentine 
with  Nat  Liebeskind  in  the  chair,  the 
home  office  hears  . . . Carl  Spellman  of 
the  Amuzu  at  Oakland,  Ind.  and  Norma 
Puhlman  of  Paramount’s  Milwaukee  ex- 
change were  among  visitors  at  the  Para- 
mount Fair  lounge  . . . Alec  Moss  spent 
the  Labor  Day  weekend  with  Harry 
Browning  of  the  M&P  circuit  at  the  lat- 
ter’s home  near  Boston. 

Arthur  Loew  returned  from  the  coast 
Tuesday  after  a quick  trip  which  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  M-G-M’ s foreign  business 
. . . Haskell  Masters,  UA  Canadian  district 
sales  head,  spent  the  Labor  Day  weekend 
in  town  and  has  returned  to  his  headquar- 
ters, taking  with  him  his  children  who 
spent  the  summer  in  a Maine  camp  . . . 
Billy  Ferguson  spent  the  holiday  at  his 
Ogunquit,  Me.,  home  . . . Charles  Olajos, 
Erpi  treasurer,  is  due  back  from  the  coast 
next  week  after  a vacation  in  Hollywood 
. . . Charles  Munro,  operating  head  of 
Hoyts  m Australia  and  now  on  the  coast, 
sails  in  a ferv  days  for  home  after  an  ex- 
tended visit  here  . . . Joseph  H.  Seidelman 
has  been  losing  a lot  of  sleep  over  the  for- 
eign situation.  His  eyes  have  smarted  bad- 
ly. He  has  been  foreed  to  don  dark  glasses 
. . . Russ  Bell,  formerly  of  the  home  office, 
is  now  art  director  for  Monogram  at  the 
studio.  His  departure  for  the  new  post  was 
heralded  by  one  of  those  well-staged  Ray 
Johnston  parties. 

Joe  Seidelman’s  father  has  been  in 
Polyclinic  for  observation  . . . Ted  Curtis 
of  Eastman  Kodak  is  back  from  the  coast 
(Continued  on  page  24-B) 
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4A's-IATSE  Peace 
Nears  Unification 

New  York — At  long  last,  peace  hovers 
over  the  entertainment  industry  as  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of  America 
and  the  lATSE  composed  their  differences 
in  an  unexpected  settlement  which  avert- 
ed the  ominous  threat  of  labor  warfare 
on  a nation-wide  scale. 

Stability  also  enters  the  scene  as  the 
4A’s  became  a party  to  a working  agree- 
ment now  existing  between  the  lA  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Musicians.  As  a 
result  of  the  three-way  tieup,  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  assumes  an  un- 
disputed grip  on  the  amusement  field. 

In  all  quarters,  the  agreement  was  her- 
alded as  a victory  for  the  4A’s  since  Ralph 
Wliitehead,  the  bone  of  contention  during 
the  union  battle,  is  out  of  the  picture  with 
the  American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists  tak- 
ing over. 

The  “one  big  union”  now  has  a better 
chance  of  materializing  as  the  subcom- 
mittee of  the  4A’s  plunged  enthusiastically 
into  the  drafting  of  plans  for  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  overlapping  features  of  mem- 
bership in  the  entertainment  unions. 

The  text  of  the  agreement  follows: 

“1.  In  order  to  prevent  a recurrence  of 
the  controversy  now  existing,  the  parties 
agree  that  the  lATSE  and  the  Four  A’s 
will  enter  into  an  agreement  similar  to 
that  existing  between  the  lATSE  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Musicians.  It  is 
recognized  that  certain  changes  will  have 
to  be  made  to  make  the  agreement  ap- 
plicable to  the  Four  A’s.  Subject  to  the 
consent  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Musicians,  the  Four  A’s  will  become  a party 
to  the  agreement  now  existing  between 
the  lATSE  and  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Musicians  with  whatever  revisions 
may  be  necessary  to  make  the  agreement 
applicable  to  the  Four  A’s. 

“2.  The  lATSE  recognizes  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Four  A’s  as  heretofore  defined 
by  convention  action  and  decisions  of  the 
executive  council  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  i.  e.,  that  the  Four  A’s  has 
jurisdiction  over  all  performers  in  the 
amusement  and  entertainment  world. 

“3.  The  lATSE  will  concurrently  revoke 
the  charter  heretofore  issued  to  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Actors. 

“4.  The  lATSE  will  forthwith  notify 
its  locals  all  over  the  United  States  that 
the  organization  and  the  only  organization 
having  jurisdiction  over  variety  performers 
is  the  American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists. 
And  that  such  locals  are  to  assist  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists  in  every 
way,  and  that  this  assistance  shall  be 
mutual  as  between  the  lATSE  and  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists. 

“5.  All  contemplated  strikes  arising  out 
of  the  controversy  shall  be  withdrawn.  All 
litigation  between  the  parties  hereto  shall 
be  dismissed. 

“6.  'The  Four  A’s  will  cause  all  its 
branches  to  lift  the  suspensions  of  Sophie 
Tucker  and  Harry  Richman. 

“7.  Neither  party  in  the  future  will  in- 
vade the  jurisdiction  of  the  other. 

“8.  The  American  Guild  of  Variety  Art- 


New  Season  Film  Buying 
Will  Get  ITOA  Study 


New  York — Harry  Brandt,  president  of 
the  ITOA,  has  called  a meeting  of  the 
membership  for  Wednesday  at  the  Astor 
when  the  local  film  buying  for  the  new 
season  will  be  aired. 

Brandt  states  distributors  are  present- 
ing a complex  problem  these  days.  Sales- 
men, he  claims,  ask  one  set  of  prices  one 
day  and  the  next  change  them.  However, 
he  observes  all  companies  are  seeking  in- 
creases out  of  proportion  to  past  season 
performances. 

Boxoffice’s  story  last  week  which  re- 
ported a stalemate  in  selling  activities 
locally  and  the  various  reasons  outlined  is 
regarded  by  Brandt  as  an  accurate  account 
of  the  situation. 


Wittman  and  Felder  Get 
Trio  of  Triad  Theatres 

New  York — Sig  Wittman,  formerly  with 
Universal  and  also  with  GN,  and  Max  G. 
Felder,  former  exhibitor,  on  Fi’iday  closed 
with  Ed  Peskay  and  Moe  Baranco  for  im- 
mediate acquisition  of  the  new  Vogue, 
Metro  and  Congress  in  the  Bronx.  Louis 
Nizer  handled  the  deal  for  Wittman  and 
Felder  who  bought  the  stock  in  Triad 
Theatres. 

Wittman  had  a deal  on  with  Moe  Rosen- 
berg for  the  houses  before  Peskay  and 
Baranco  stepped  in  and  closed.  Since 
Peskay  opened  the  new  Vogue  he  has  been 
picketed  by  the  film  division  of  the  TMAT. 
He  had  planned  to  open  the  Metro  over 
the  weekend  and  canceled  because  of  the 
pending  deal. 


Consolidated  Reported  Set 
For  New  Broadway  House 

New  York — Despite  denials  by  a circuit 
executive.  Consolidated  Amusements  is  re- 
liably reported  to  have  closed  with  City 
Investing  for  a long-term  lease  on  the  new 
Geo.  M.  Cohan  Theatre  being  erected  on 
the  corner  of  43rd  St.  and  Broadway.  Con- 
solidated reopened  the  Avalon,  Bronx, 
Saturday,  and  no  dates  for  the  relighting 
of  the  Willard,  Mt.  Eden  and  Squire  have 
been  set.  The  latter  will  show  Italian  pic- 
tures as  the  Cine  Citta. 


Seider  Considers  Closing 
Two  Long  Island  Houses 

New  York — Joseph  M.  Seider,  head  of 
Prudential  Playhouses,  is  seriously  con- 
sidering the  permanent  closing  of  the  cir- 
cuit’s theatres  in  East  Hampton  and  West 
Hampton,  L.  I.  Since  the  hurricane  last 
year,  theatre  grosses  in  both  towns  has 
fallen  to  such  a degree  that  operation  is 
impossi’iDle.  However,  the  new  Greenport, 
Greenport,  which  was  built  to  replace  the 
demolished  theatre  in  that  town  will  not 
close,  it  is  stated. 


ists  will  admit  all  present  members  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Actors  to  mem- 
bership without  payment  of  initiation  fees 
and  without  discrimination.” 


Majors  Ask  Delay  in 
Government  Quiz 

New  York — Attorneys  for  major  com- 
pany defendants  in  the  “Big  Stick’s”  suit 
late  in  the  week  signed  a stipulation  seek- 
ing an  extension  until  October  7 to  either 
answer  or  object  to  the  government’s  A to 
Z quiz. 

Austin  C.  Keough,  Paramount  general 
counsel,  has  already  had  indication  that 
the  adjournment  will  be  granted,  but  until 
lawyers  for  the  department  of  justice  sign 
the  stipulation  nothing  is  official. 

The  stipulation  was  sent  to  Washington 
over  the  weekend  and  is  expected  back 
signed  Monday,  when  it  is  scheduled  to  be 
filed  in  federal  court  here.  Attorneys  for 
seven  major  companies  discussed  the  move 
at  a Hays  office  meeting  and,  it  is  imder- 
stood,  no  definite  decision  has  been  made 
either  on  the  objection  or  answer. 

Principal  reason  for  the  adjournment  is 
because  distributors’  chief  counsel  is  oc- 
cupied in  Chicago  on  the  contempt  pro- 
ceedings in  the  B&K  consent  decree  and 
other  pending  anti-trust  suits.  Under  the 
new  procedure  of  equity  rule,  respondents 
have  until  September  14  to  file  objections 
and  an  additional  five  days  to  answer 
without  objections. 

Preliminary  Hearing  on 
Momand  Stay  Plea 

Oklahoma  City — Hearing  on  a prelimin- 
ary injunction  in  connection  with  the  anti- 
trust action  brought  by  A.  B.  Momand 
against  major  distributors  and  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  has  been  set  for  district 
court  here  September  14. 

Complainant  asks  issuance  of  a pre- 
liminary injunction  to  restrain  20th  Cen- 
iury-Fox,  Paramount,  Vitagraph,  Loew’s, 
RKO,  Columbia  and  Universal  from  mak- 
ing contracts  with  Griffith  for  second  run 
films  in  Shawnee,  Okla.,  and  to  compel  the 
making  of  contracts  for  such  runs  for  the 
plaintiff’s  Odeon  in  the  same  town. 

Schine  Attorney  Contends 
No  "Cause  of  Action" 

Buffalo — Contending  that  the  complaint 
fails  to  state  a cause  of  action,  that  it 
fails  to  show  the  defendants  violated  the 
anti-trust  laws  and  that  the  allegations 
do  not  show  that  the  respondents  are  en- 
gaged in  interstate  commerce,  Willard  S. 
McKay,  attorney  for  the  Schine  circuit 
has  filed  a motion  in  federal  court  here 
seeking  dismissal  of  the  “Big  Stick”  ac- 
tion. Hearing  will  be  held  September  18. 


Law  Guides  FWC  Suit 

Los  Angeles — Albert  Law,  assistant  to 
the  attorney  general,  and  his  assistant, 
Harold  Collins,  who  have  been  investigating 
FWC  activities  the  past  three  years,  will 
handle  the  prosecution  of  the  contempt 
proceedings  against  the  circuit.  Although 
there  was  an  indication  an  eastern  de- 
partment of  justice  representative  may 
come  on  to  assist  in  the  trial,  the  plan 
has  been  abandoned  by  Thurman  Arnold. 
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Back,  and  Fooling  Nobody— 

Tyrone  Power  and  Annabella,  after  various  war  delays,  finally  reach  domes- 
tic terrain  from  Europe  via  the  E>ixie  Clipper.  Like  everyone  else,  this 
shows  them  assembling  baggage  for  the  customs  men. 


Towns  Near  Border 
Feel  War  Pinch 

Albany — Theatres  in  communities  near 
the  Canadian  border  were  the  first  to  feel 
directly  the  effects  of  the  European  crisis 
which  sprang  from  Germany’s  march  on 
Poland.  This  was  manifested,  several  days 
before  outbreak  of  actual  hostilities,  in  the 
discounting  of  Canadian  currency,  due  to 
the  fall  in  the  pound  sterling.  Border 
town  theatres,  however,  accepted  Canadian 
money  at  face  value,  according  to  sales- 
men returning  from  trips  to  Northern  New 
York.  Exhibitors  absorbed  the  loss.  Banks 
naturally  discounted  Canadian  currency 
when  they  presented  it  for  deposit.  The 
discount  rate  the  last  week  of  August  in 
Plattsburg,  for  instance,  was  around  four 
per  cent,  which  meant  that  the  Canadian 
dollar  brought  96  cents. 

The  policy  of  accepting  Canadian  money 
at  full  value,  regardless  of  exchange  rate, 
is  not  a new  one  with  theatre  operators 
along  the  border.  Filmrow  salesmen  say 
they  have  usually  done  so  in  the  past,  be- 
cause it  is  good  business.  A chain  in  a 
city  near  the  Canadian  line  decided,  in 
one  previous  instance,  to  enforce  the  dis- 
count rate,  but  suffered  a decrease  of  $450 
to  $500  in  a week’s  gross,  according  to 
an  informant.  The  management  thereupon 
returned  to  the  “full  rate.”  A veteran 
salesman  states  that  one  of  the  few  times 
he  can  remember  when  border  picture 
houses  generally  enforced  the  discount  on 
Canadian  currency  was  back  in  1920  or 
1921.  At  that  time,  discoimt  was  17  pe' 
cent. 

Salesmen  point  out  that  the  Canadian 
dollar  invariably  returns  to  full  value,  most 
of  the  declines  being  temporary.  Inci- 
dentally, salesmen  report  no  greater  ten- 
sion was  noticeable  along  the  border  dur- 
ing the  crisis. 

There  are  20  or  more  theatres  served 
by  Albany  exchanges,  near  the  Canadian 
boundary.  Bill  Kennedy’s  house  at  Rouses 
Point  is  probably  the  closest,  being  only 
two  miles  from  the  line.  His  Champlain 
Theatre  also  is  near.  Plattsburg,  about  25 
miles  away,  enjoys  Canadian  patronage. 
So,  in  varying  degrees,  do  houses  in 
Chateaugay,  Malone,  Pt.  Covington,  Mas- 
sena,  Waddington,  Norfolk,  Norwood,  Og- 
densburg,  Gouverneur,  Watertown,  Alex- 
andria Bay,  Clayton  and  Canton. 


War  Situation  Subject 
Of  Loew  Board  Meet 

New  York — The  current  war  situation 
abroad  and  what  effect  it  may  have  on 
business  were  among  the  topics  discussed 
by  the  Loew  board  at  its  regular  meeting 
Wednesday.  The  general  feeling  among 
the  directorate  is  that  policy  must  await 
developments  from  the  other  side.  A short- 
age of  news  is  apparent  because  of  cable 
restrictions. 

Loew’s  will  pay  the  regular  50  cents  com- 
mon dividend  to  stockholders  September 
30  as  of  September  19. 


Data  Embargo  on  UA 
MPPDA  "Pull-Out" 


New  York — A three-way  embargo  on 
information  has  been  proclaimed  in  con- 
nection with  the  report  UA  has  withdrawn 
membership  from  the  MPPDA. 

While  lacking  the  official  stamp  of  ap- 
proval, Hays  office  attaches  informally  de- 
clare UA  has  not  left  the  fold.  Murray 
Silverstone,  UA’s  director  of  operations, 
had  a “no  comment”  reply  when  asked  to 
declare  his  company’s  position.  Barney 
Balaban,  president  of  Paramount,  around 
whose  B&K  affiliate  in  Chicago  the  con- 
troversy is  said  to  revolve,  likewise,  main- 
tains silence. 

Among  those  who  claim  to  have  knowl- 
edge of  the  incident,  the  “withdrawal”  is 
said  to  have  been  precipitated  when  UA 
“flew  off  the  handle”  over  a product  deal 
for  ’39-’40  involving  B&K.  “It  has  nothing 
to  do  with  a Hays  office  policy  angle,”  was 
one  observation. 

In  another  quarter,  it  is  said  the  tiff 
came  about  in  connection  with  the  govern- 
ment’s action  pending  against  B&K. 

Hicks  Believes  Producers 
Can  Cope  With  Crisis 

New  York — John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  Para- 
mount foreign  chief,  arriving  from  the 
coast,  makes  no  effort  to  minimize  the 
seriousness  of  the  European  conflict,  but 
believes  the  producers  can  cope  with  the 
situation.  He  recently  returned  from  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand  with  Adolph  Zukor, 
chairman  of  the  board.  Both  look  for  in- 
creased taxes  there  as  a result  of  the 
dominions’  entry  into  the  war. 


Two  Monogram  Deals 

Washington — The  Bendheim  circuit  and 
I.  Notes  have  purchased  Monogram’s  new 
season  slate. 


No  "U"  Retrenchment, 
Reply  to  War  Talk 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — “No  retrenchment  or  curtail- 
ment of  production  planned  at  Universal,” 
in  a phrase  was  Nate  Blumberg’s  answer  to 
war  talk  and  queries  as  he  stepped  off  the 
train  Thursday  en  route  to  New  York. 

“We’ve  had  a dress  rehearsal  for  this 
war  for  two  years  now  and  so  we  expected 
it,”  he  commented.  “We  have  planned  and 
promised  61  units,  30  of  which  are  already 
made,  and  we’ll  deliver  everyone  of  them.” 

He  said  that  Bing  Crosby,  who  came  in 
on  the  same  train  with  him,  would  begin 
his  Universal  picture  in  January;  that 
Grover  Jones  is  writing  and  Richard  Wal- 
lace will  direct  the  second  “Under-Pup” 
picture  with  the  same  cast,  and  that  Nor- 
man Krasna  will  write  and  Bill  Seiter  di- 
rect the  next  Durbin  vehicle.  Actual  pro- 
duction already  has  started  on  “Destry 
Rides  Again.” 


Nate  Blumberg  and  Family 
Back  From  Hollywood 

New  York — Nate  J.  Blumberg,  presi- 
dent of  Universal,  returned  Friday  from 
a summer  spent  in  Hollywood.  His  family 
accompanied  him,  having  abandoned  a 
plan  to  visit  some  of  the  national  parks 
en  route  east.  Matthew  Fox,  who  was  to 
meet  Blumberg  in  Chicago,  canceled  his 
trip. 

Allied  War  Effect  Views 
At  Convention  Divided 


(Continued  from  page  22) 
ing  a single  feature  policy  at  Allied  houses 
in  areas  normally  pursuing  a dual  policy. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole  addressed  the  delegates 
on  organization  matters.  Other  discussions 
centered  about  new  season  product,  the 
Neely  bill  and  the  U.  S.  monopoly  suit. 
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First  the  Film,  Then  a Dinner  Followed — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Following  a preview  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  at  the  51s^  St.  Trans  Lux,  Herbert  Wilcox,  the  producer,  pursued  the  Eng- 
lish trade  show  custom  of  staging  a dinner.  About  200,  therefore,  showed  up  at  the  Empire  Room  of  the  Waldorf  where 
the  dais  included,  as  per  above.  Will  H.  Hays,  Mrs.  Charles  Halaert,  wife  of  the  Belgian  consul;  Wilcox,  Sir  Louis  Beale, 
commissioner  of  the  British  Pavilion  at  the  World’s  Fair;  George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO,  and  Amia  Neagle,  star  of 
the  film.  Others  at  the  dais,  but  not  shown,  included  Ned  E.  Depinet  and  Jules  Levy. 


(Continued  from  page  23) 

. . . Ben  Pepper  of  O'Brien,  Driscoll  & 
Raftery  has  returned  from  a three-week 
vacation  which  he  spent  lolling  around  his 
Connecticut  home  . . . Jolin  Howley  has  a 
10-day  respite  in  the  New  Hampshire  hills 
behind  him  . . . Fred  Jack,  southern  dis- 
trict manager,  and  Ralph  McCoy,  Atlanta 
branch  manager  for  Warner,  were  in  town 
conferring  with  home  office  executives  . . . 
RKO  lounge  visitors  of  the  week  included 
Ed  Myerson  of  the  Davis  Square,  Somer- 
ville, Mass.;  M.  Stavert,  ad  manager  for 
the  Mason-Prevost  circuit  in  Montreal: 
Sam  Soltz,  Howard,  Baltimore;  Ray 
Schreiber,  Midwest  Theatres,  Detroit;  Jake 
Soltz,  Rhumba,  Detroit;  Garson  Jaffa, 
Schine  circuit,  Gloversville;  Carl  Spillman, 
Amuzu,  Oakland  City,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Prank 
Witek,  wife  of  the  manager  of  the  Lake 
Shore,  Chicago;  Jolm  R.  Schleder,  Harris 
circuit,  Pittsburgh. 

Bill  Rodgers,  sales  manager  of  “the 
friendly  compaiiy,”  met  a friendly  cop  at 
the  cross  roads  of  the  world  the  other  day 
during  an  after  lunch  traffic  jam.  The 
friendly  blue  coat  escorted  the  friendly 
sales  manager  across  and  this  is  the  con- 
versatiori  that  followed:  Said  the  officer, 
“How  come  I saw  you  so  early  this  morn- 
ing, about  9:30?”  Answered  Rodgers,  “I 
had  to  get  a shave.”  Said  the  bluecoat, 
“Fd  like  to  give  you  a shave.  Boy,  would 
you  get  a shave.”  Which  brought  Rodgers 
to  retort,  “I  know  a lot  of  people  that 
would  like  to  shave  me  . . . and  how!”  “The 
conclusions  are  yours,  my  friend,”  as 
Rodgers  would  say  . . . Arthur  Silverstone, 
brother  of  Murray  and  Manny,  is  planning 
to  return  to  England  soon  if  he  can  find  a 
boat  that  will  take  him  . . . George  Hirli- 
man,  the  independent  producer,  has  been 
about  town  these  past  few  days. 

Gangplank  Notes:  When  the  Manhattan 
steamed  into  port  with  2,200  passengers 
and  a crew  of  600,  it  was  interesting  to 
learn  how  many  aboard  tried  to,  but  could 
not  obtain  bookings  on  the  ill-fated 
Athenia  . . . The  Herbert  J.  Yates  party 
had  a large  number  of  greeters  on  hand. 
Returning  with  him  were  his  wife  and 
his  son,  Richard;  Walter  Titus  and  his 
wife  (Yates’  daughter).  Gene  Autry,  and 
his  wife  and  Bill  Saal,  Republic’s  special 


sales  representative.  Bill  caused  quite  a 
stir  with  his  blue  beret  . . . Elsa  Maxwell 
trooped  down  the  gangplank  as  jaunty  as 
ever  . . . Same  for  Grace  Moore  who  said 
she  was  anxious  to  return  to  France  so 
she  could  drive  an  ambulance,  or  some- 
thing . . . Norma  Shearer,  as  usual,  caused 
the  most  commotion.  No  one  paid  much 
attention  to  the  quiet  man  in  the  green 
raincoat — Nicholas  Schenck — who  escorted 
Miss  Shearer  through  customs  regulations. 
War  has  its  hardships.  Miss  Shearer 
learned.  She  had  to  sleep  on  a cot  in 
order  to  obtain  passage. 


— D.  Richard  Statile 


The  Situation  in  Hand — 

In  which  Jack  Dempsey  tries  out  his 
well-known  hold  on  a yodeling  cowboy 
named  Tex  Ritter,  one  of  Monogram’s 
joys.  Trying  the  same  idea,  on  the  left, 
is  Billy  Taub.  He  sells  clothes  in  the 
Broadway  manner. 


Weekend  arrivals  here  included  Bing 
Crosby,  Orson  Welles.  Welles  made  a radio 
appearance  with  Helen  Hayes,  Sunday 
night  . . . Errol  Flynn,  who  has  been  stay- 
ing aJ  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  planed  out  to 
the  coast  after  he  saw  his  dad.  Professor 
T.  T.  Flynn,  and  sister,  Rosemary,  off  to 
Ireland  . . . Still  they  come  to  the  RKO  ex- 
hibitors’ lounge.  The  following  dropped  in 
to  say  “hello”:  David  Newman,  Madison, 
Detroit;  Michael  N.  Shapiro,  Shapiro  & 
Fineman,  Pittsburgh;  R.  V.  McGinnis, 
New  Theatre,  Hope,  Ark.;  M.  W.  Johnson 
and  J.  O.  Weaver,  Arvada,  Arvada,  Colo., 
and  Tom  and  Jack  Benyon  of  the  Ben- 
yon’s  Sons  Theatres,  Porthcawl,  Wales 
. . . Hortense  Schorr,  accustomed  to  intro- 
ducing new  personalities  in  New  York,  as 
witness  Richard  Cromwell  and  also  Grace 
Moore,  was  up  to  her  standard  with  Wil- 
liam Holden  and  the  Music  Hall  campaign 
for  “Golden  Boy.”  The  picture  got  off  to  a 
substantial  start  Thursday. 


Office  Scene:  No  cameras,  no  lights,  just 
a branch  manager  and  a prominent  inde- 
pendent exhibitor.  The  branch  manager 
is  Henry  Randel  of  Paramount  and  the 
theatre  operator  is  Sam  Rinzler,  who  walks 
in  and  sees  a ladder  near  the  window.  Sam 
asks:  “Are  you  having  your  office 

painted?”  B.  M.  kidding  because  the  lad- 
der is  there  for  hanging  drapes:  “Yeah,” 
says  the  exhibitor.  “Must  be  war  paint,” 
pipes  Randel:  “Yeah,  battleship  grey!” 
. . . Emil  K.  Ellis  is  back  from  the  coast 
after  a five-week  trip  . . . Mel  Heyman 
of  M-G-M’s  publicity  department  going 
through  the  ups  and  downs  in  the  Loew 
elevator  with  Judy  Garland  and  her 
mother  in  tow  . . . Herby  Berg  had  to  go 
all  the  way  to  the  Newark  aiiTort  to  meet 
Larry  Dudley  coming  in  Thursday  after- 
noon. Dudley  is  a sea  scout  engaged  in  a 
publicity  stunt  for  “Rulers  of  the  Sea” 
. . . Earl  Carroll  has  been  discharged  from 
the  court  as  a bankrupt  . . . Larry  Golob 
is  due  back  shortly  from  a visit  to  the 
Warner  studios  . . . Bob  Smeltzer,  Warner 
central  district  manager;  F.  W.  Beiersdorf, 
manager  of  the  Washington  exchange,  and 
Harry  Seed,  Pittsburgh  branch  head,  were 
in  town  for  home  office  palavers  ...  Joe 
Unger  was  in  Boston  and  Milt  Kusell  in 
Philadelphia  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 
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Court  Rejects  Appeal 
In  "Lynton"  Case 

New  York — The  circuit  court  of  appeals 
has  turned  down  application  of  Edward 
Sheldon  and  Margaret  Ayer  Barnes  for  a 
re-hearing  on  the  decision  of  the  court  al- 
lowing them  one-fifth  the  net  profits  of 
“Letty  Lynton”  instead  of  all. 

In  their  unsuccessful  application,  the 
plaintiffs  based  their  request  on  two 
grounds:  First,  that  the  cases  cited  by  the 
court  in  making  its  decision  contained  no 
mention  of  apportionment  of  profits,  and 
second,  that  even  if  this  case  is  one  in 
which  apportionment  should  be  made, 
they  should  first  be  allowed  to  present  evi- 
dence to  show  that  one-fifth  is  not  a fair 
apportionment. 

In  this  regard  the  plaintiffs  state,  “The 
ruling  laid  down  by  the  court  in  allowing 
the  copyright  owners  20  per  cent  of  the 
net  profits  is  not  only  improper  and  in- 
adequate, but  constitutes  an  open  invita- 
tion to  plagiarism,  since  it  would  enable  a 
deliberate  plagiarist  to  pirate  literary  ma- 
terial without  fear  of  penalty.” 

The  argument  continued  by  declaring 
that  pictures  with  star  casts  and  poor 
stories  often  lose  money,  while  the  reverse 
is  often  true  also.  To  show  the  importance 
of  the  story,  cases  are  cited  where  Holly- 
wood paid  hundreds  of  thousands  for  plays. 
“Ben  Hur”  is  cited  as  one  where  the  final 
net  to  the  heirs  was  over  $4,000,000.  “Abie’s 
Irish  Rose,”  another  example,  was  sold  for 
$300,000  plus  50  per  cent  of  the  profits,  it 
is  contended. 

The  plaintiffs  and  the  defendants  will 
carry  the  case  to  the  supreme  court.  The 
first  award  had  been  $587,000,  or  all  the 
profits.  This  was  later  reduced  to  $532,- 
000.  The  last  cut  of  the  circuit  court  re- 
duced it  still  further  to  approximately 
$106,000. 

Century  Makes  Changes 
In  Managerial  Setup 

New  York — Century  Circuit  has  made 
several  changes  in  its  managerial  setup. 
Emanuel  Freedman  of  the  Fantasy,  Rock- 
ville Center,  is  now  at  the  Grove,  Free- 
port, L.  I.;  Edward  Freiberger  goes  from 
the  Marine  to  the  Fantasy,  Rockville  Cen- 
ter; Fred  Brunelle  from  the  Bliss  to  the 
Queens,  Queens  Village;  Walter  Smith 
from  the  Queens  to  the  Bliss;  Leonard 
Freund  from  the  Patio  to  the  Kingsway, 
Brooklyn;  William  Appelgate  from  the 
Kingsway  to  the  Patio;  Richard  S.  Tretler 
from  the  Avalon  to  the  Marine,  Brooklyn; 
Eddie  Cline  from  the  Grove  to  the  Free- 
port, Freeport;  Monroe  Schram  from  the 
Freeport  to  the  Sunnyside,  and  Jack  Wein- 
stein from  the  Sunnyside  to  the  Avalon. 

Eastern  N.  Y,  Allied  Unit 
Meets  Again  in  October 

Albany — The  eastern  New  York  Allied 
imit  will  not  resume  monthly  meetings  im- 
til  October.  Sessions  were  not  held  here 
in  July  and  August,  and  September  will  be 
passed  over  because  the  first  Monday — the 
regular  meeting  day — fell  on  Labor  Day. 
The  October  gathering  will  be  on  the  third 
and  the  place,  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel. 


An  Exhibitor  Discusses  Production — Photo  by  cosmo-sii< 

R.  E.  Griffith,  president  of  the  Griffith  circuit,  puts  in  a word  about 
forthcoming  production  by  Edward  B.  Small  of  “Kit  Carson,”  the  original 
having  navigated  in  territory  adjoining  that  now  embraced  by  the  Griffith 
circuit.  The  exhibitor  is  seated.  On  the  left  is  J.  J.  Milstein,  the  pro- 
ducer’s New  York  representative.  On  the  right  is  Harry  L.  Gold,  vice- 
president  of  UA,  whieh  will  distribute. 


Paramount  in  Mid-Season 
Chicago  Sales  Palaver 

New  York — Paramount  division  and  dis- 
trict managers  and  home  offices  execu- 
tives convened  in  Chicago  over  the  week- 
end for  a mid-season  sales  palaver  with 
Neil  F.  Agnew,  general  sales  manager,  and 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  production  head.  Divi- 
sion managers  were  Charles  Reagan,  west- 
ern and  J.  J.  Unger,  eastern.  District  men 
included  Oscar  Morgan,  central,  from  New 
York;  George  Smith,  Los  Angeles;  Morris 
Milligan,  Toronto;  Ralph  LiBeau,  Kansas 
City;  Hugh  Braly,  Dallas;  Harry  Gold- 
stein, Cleveland;  Allen  Usher,  Chicago; 
William  Erbb,  Boston;  Milt  Kusell,  New 
York,  and  Harold  Wilkes,  Atlanta.  G.  J. 
Frawley  and  Alec  Moss  were  among  the 
home  office  executives  attending.  The 
eastern  contingent  returns  Monday. 

Reagan  was  in  Chicago,  Thursday,  and 
stayed  over  for  the  sessions.  Unger  and 
Kusell  returned  to  New  York  from  out-of- 
town  visits  and  joined  Agnew  and  the 
home  office  group  leaving  here  Friday. 


Columbia  Reports  $2£46 
Net  Prolit  lor  53  Weeks 

New  York — Net  profit  of  $2,046  for  the 
53  weeks  ended  July  1,  1939,  is  reported  by 
Columbia.  The  figure  compares  with  a 
net  of  $183,392  for  the  12-month  period 
ended  June  25,  1938. 

The  current  balance  sheet  shows  assets 
of  $12,987,851  and  liabilities  of  $2,003,899. 
The  report  states  working  capital  amount- 
ed to  approximately  $10,985,000.  Among 
liabilities  are  bank  loans  in  the  amount  of 
$1,637,937. 


Fromkess  Quits  Monogram 

New  York — Leon  Fromkess  has  resigned 
as  treasurer  of  Monogram  and  there  are 
no  plans  to  replace  him,  according  to 
Edward  A.  Golden,  vice-president  and  as- 
sistant to  W.  Ray  Johnston,  president. 


Refuses  Rehearing  lor 
Stirn  RKO  Appeal 

New  York — ^The  circuit  court  of  appeals 
has  denied  an  application  by  Ernest  W. 
Stirn,  RKO  stockholder,  for  a re-hearing 
on  his  appeal.  Stirn  had  been  found 
guilty  of  laches  by  the  circuit  court. 

The  petition  declared,  “He  could  not 
think  that  the  court  may  permit  the  omni- 
bus charge  of  laches  to  stand  against  him, 
saddling  on  to  him  delays  directly  charge- 
able to  the  major  interests,  as  they  call 
themselves.” 

Stirn  plans  to  take  the  case  to  the  su- 
preme court. 

Special  Master  George  W.  Alger  states 
that  there  will  be  no  hearings  before  him 
this  week  on  the  RKO  underwriting 
agreement. 


New  York — Atlas  will  not  withdraw  its 
offer  to  underwrite  the  new  RKO  com- 
mon, although  for  probably  the  next  month 
there  will  be  no  hearings  to  determine  the 
fairness  of  the  offer,  due  to  the  unstabil- 
ity of  the  present  market  caused  by  war 
conditions. 


Pathe  and  Subsidiaries 
Net  Profits  on  Decline 

New  York — Pathe  Film  and  subsidiary 
companies  report  net  profit  of  $35,310  for 
the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1939,  com- 
paring with  a net  of  $51,678  for  the  same 
period  in  1938. 

Du  Pont  Film  Mfg.  Corp.,  of  which 
Pathe  owns  35  per  cent  stock,  had  a net 
profit,  after  all  charges,  of  $826,000  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1939  as  compared 
with  $639,000  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  1938. 


Upstate  Allied  Meet  Set 

Buffalo — The  local  unit  of  Allied  of 
New  York  will  hold  a meeting  at  Pearl 
Street  headquarters  here  September  11. 
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Pro  and  Con  Briefs  in 
Vineland  Suit  Due 


Philadelphia — Attorneys  for  both  sides 
in  the  suit  brought  by  owners  of  the  Landis 
Theatre,  Vineland,  N.  J.,  against  the  Stan- 
ley-Warner  circuit  and  the  major  distribu- 
tors probably  will  file  their  briefs  by  Mon- 
day or  Tuesday. 

Following  that,  date  will  be  set  by  the 
U.  S.  district  court  for  oral  argument,  and 
the  decision  of  Judge  William  H.  Kirk- 
patrick may  be  rendered  before  the  end 
of  the  month. 

The  score  or  so  of  affidavits  filed  in  be- 
half of  the  plaintiffs  have  been  answered 
by  affidavits  of  Ted  Schlanger,  Warner 
district  chief,  and  by  managers  of  all  the 
major  exchanges — Paramount,  RKO, 
M-G-M,  20th-Fox,  Columbia,  Universal, 
United  Artists  and  Warner.  Counsel  for  the 
S-W  circuit  and  Warner  exchange  is  Mor- 
ris Wolf,  for  the  other  exchanges,  WiUiam 
A.  Schnader. 

The  main  points  of  Schlanger’s  affi- 
davit were  described  in  the  August  19  is- 
sue of  Boxoffice. 

The  exchange  managers’  affidavits 
closely  parallel  one  another.  They  take  is- 
sue with  specific  allegations  made  by  the 
plaintiffs,  as,  for  example,  the  statements 
allegedly  made  in  conversations  with 
representatives  of  the  Landis.  Then  they 
go  into  the  clearance  problem,  telling  how 
clearance  schedules  work  and  defending 
their  use,  as  of  benefit  to  both  distributors 
and  exhibitors.  Main  point  brought  out  is 
that  many  of  the  practices  about  which 
the  plaintiffs  are  protesting  are  part  of 
logical  business  procedure. 


"No  Conspiracy"  Proved, 

Ask  B&K  Dismissal 

Chicago — With  all  attorneys  contending 
evidence  did  not  show  any  collusive  or  con- 
spiracy action  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 


Fourth  Reel — Big 
Moment 

Santiago,  Chile  (By  Tugboat,  with 
Fast  Tail  Wind) — The  police  are  look- 
ing for  a Chilean  youth  with  a very 
sheepish  expression  on  his  face. 

It  seems  a gay  first  night  audience 
was  awaiting  the  showing  of  "Ecstasy" 
at  the  Imperio.  A youth  hanging  about 
the  projection  room  suddenly  darted  in, 
grabbed  the  first  reel,  and  darted  off. 

Evidently  the  audience,  when  in- 
formed of  the  incident,  feared  it  was 
going  to  be  deprived  of  the  footage 
that  shows  Hedy  Lamarr,  undraped,  in 
a swimming  pose.  Manager  Augusto 
Blanco  thereupon  explained  all,  avert- 
ing a near-sensation. 

The  big  moment  when  Miss  Lamarr 
appears  in  the  nude,  Blanco  said,  is  in 
the  fourth  reel.  The  picture  started 
with  the  second  reel. 


ants,  motions  were  set  before  Master  Ed- 
gar Eldredge  seeking  dismissal  of  the  crim- 
inal contempt  charges  by  the  government 
against  B&K,  Barney  Balaban  and  all  of 
the  majors  except  Columbia. 

Attorneys  for  the  companies  all  argued 
that  government  witnesses  have  continu- 
ally presented  opinions  and  not  facts  and 
have  continued  to  reverse  their  opinions. 

Mohawk  Drama  Festival 
Closes  Biggest  Season 

Schenectady — Charles  Coburn,  founder- 
director  of  Mohawk  Drama  Festival  on 
Union  College  campus  and  an  RKO  film 
star,  reports  that  attendance  during  the 
seven  iveeks’  season  was  more  than  10,000 
greater  than  last  year.  This  summer  al- 
most 33,000  people  paid  to  see  the  35  per- 
formances. The  motion  picture  background 
of  Coburn  and  of  Guest  Stars  Sally  Filers, 
Jean  Muir  and  Frank  McGlynn,  was  heav- 
ily publicized. 


Resort  Area  Takes 
Under  a Year  Ago 

Albany — Summer  situation  business  in 
the  Catskills  and  Adirondack  Mountains, 
as  well  as  in  other  resort  areas  served  by 
Albany  exchanges,  was  better  in  August 
than  in  July,  but  it  was  poorer  than  last 
year,  perhaps  by  20  to  25  per  cent.  This 
is  the  report  of  Filmrow  salesmen.  They 
state  that  no  appreciable  pickup  was  noted 
in  cities  and  towns  outside  vacation  cen- 
ters. Boxoffice  receipts  in  these  com- 
munities were  as  much  as  50  per  cent  off. 

Weather  conditions  this  summer  were 
ideal  for  motoring  and  outdoor  activities, 
which  meant  they  were  bad  for  theatre 
business.  Even  in  the  mountains,  a num- 
ber of  exhibitors  found  that  the  weather 
worked  more  against  than  for  them.  With 
warm  days  of  sunshine,  people  stayed  in 
bathing  or  played  other  sports  until  8 or 
9 p.  m. — too  late  to  attract  them  to  the- 
atres. There  was  little  prolonged  rain  or 
cold  weather.  From  early  July  through 
Labor  Day,  no  damp,  chilly  weekends — the 
dream  of  exhibitors — were  registered. 
Showers  did  fall  several  Sundays,  but  they 
did  not  turn  into  steady  rains.  The  ex- 
pected patronage  from  out-of-state  visitors 
to  the  World’s  Fair  did  not  materialize 
at  most  upstate  houses.  In  fact,  the  ex- 
position definitely  hurt  theatre  trade. 

Some  salesmen  state  that  parts  of  the 
Catskills  were  less  affected  than  the  Adi- 
rondacks.  The  Catskill  county  said  to 
have  made  the  best  boxoffice  showing  was 
Sullivan,  where  local  exchanges,  except 
Metro,  handle  few  accounts.  New  York 
offices  generally  serve  Sullivan  county. 
Towns  like  Monticello,  Liberty,  Loch  Shell- 
drake  and  South  Fallsburg  enjoyed  pretty 
good  business,  according  to  reports.  Their 
patronage  is  from  the  metropolitan  area. 
Theatre  trade  in  a number  of  Ulster  ant. 
Grene  county  situations  was  not  up  to  par. 

Lake  Placid  and  Chestertown  were  two 
of  the  Adirondack  communities  on  which 
consistently  good  reports  were  received. 
Lake  George  was  on  the  upbeat  in  August, 
according  to  one  branch  manager.  Saranac 
Lake  and  Schroon  Lake  are  said  to  have 
made  a fair  showing.  The  Thousand  Islana 
region  was  less  fortimate.  Several  western 
Adirondack  mountain  spots  enjoyed  their 
top  trade  the  last  two  weeks  in  August. 
Saratoga  is  reported  to  have  done  good 
business  in  August,  product  there  being 
very  strong.  Plattsburg  area  theatres  did 
not  cash  in,  as  expected,  on  the  52,000 
troops  gathered  for  field  maneuvers. 


Hear  of  Increase 

Hollywood — Studio  carpenters  have 
been  granted  a 10  per  cent  wage  increase, 
affecting  3,000  workers,  the  membership 
learned  in  a general  meeting  here.  The 
tilt  was  the  outcome  of  the  short-lived 
basic  agreement  parley  in  Newark  recently. 


New  Premium  Firm 

Albany — Biddo,  Inc.,  has  been  formed 
to  conduct  a business  in  premiums  and 
prizes  for  theatres.  Capital;  200  shares,  no 
par.  Incorporators:  Seymour  Olian,  N.  Y.; 
Etta  Zwilling,  Rose  Hummel,  Brooklyn. 


Heading  lor  Monogram's  Board — 

On  the  left  is  Steve  Broidy.  New  England  franchise  holder.  On  the  right, 
it  is  William  Jaffe  of  the  law  firm  of  Rosenblatt  & Jaffe.  Both  have  been 
nominated  to  Monogram’s  board,  which  is  tantamount  to  election. 
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Suit  Against  Schines 
By  Broker  Dismissed 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice  Sid- 
ney Bernstein  has  dismissed  a $35,000  ac- 
tion of  Carl  Erickson,  broker,  against  J. 
Myer  and  Louis  Schine  and  the  Schine  En- 
terprises, although  the  action  as  against 
the  Fenyvessy  Enterprises,  Inc.,  still  holds. 
The  plaintiff  was  given  10  days  to  amend 
his  complaint.  A real  estate  broker,  he 
claims  he  was  hired  in  May,  1937,  to  sell 
to  the  Fenyvessy  Enterprises,  five  thea- 
tres in  Rochester,  N.  Y. — the  Monroe, 
Madison,  West  End,  Liberty  and  Capitol — 
for  not  less  than  $1,000,000.  He  claims  to 
have  secured  an  offer  of  $700,000  from 
the  Schines  which  was  rejected,  but  that 
on  Jan.  25,  1939,  the  Schines  bought  four 
of  the  theatres,  all  except  the  Capitol,  for 
$600,000.  The  plaintiff  claims  he  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  sale,  thus  entitling  him 
to  the  $35,000  commission. 


Gala  Opening  Held  lor 
Troy  Warner  House 

Troy — Warner  Theatres  staged  a spec- 
tacular reopening  of  the  Troy,  which  un- 
derwent a $60,000  renovating  job  during  a 
three-week  closedown.  High  state  and  city 
officials,  as  well  as  Saratoga  celebrities, 
were  present  to  extend  greetings.  Proceed- 
ings were  broadcast  over  WOKO  and 
WABY  and  to  the  crowd  outside.  A 50- 
piece  American  Legion  fife  and  drum  corps 
played,  while  floodlights  bathed  the  the- 
atre. A special  edition  of  the  Troy  Sunday 
Observer -Budget,  with  a Warner  advertise- 
ment occupying  the  entire  first  page,  was 
presented  to  all  patrons  as  a souvenir. 


Jamestown  Theatre  May 
Lead  the  Reopenings 

Albany — Winter  Garden,  Jamestown, 
was  expected  to  be  the  first  of  Warner 
western  New  York  theatres  reopened  after 
a summer  closedown.  Dates  for  relighting 
of  other  houses  were  to  be  fixed  over  the 
weekend.  Warner  kept  one  or  two  the- 
atres operating  in  all  cities  where  there 
were  shutterings. 

Newbury  Again  Heads 
Allied  of  New  Jersey 

New  York — Convening  members  of  Al- 
lied of  New  Jersey  here  again  named  Lee 
Newbury  to  head  the  organization.  Maury 
Miller  and  Ralph  Wilkins  are  vice-presi- 
dents; Harry  Lowenstein,  secretary;  David 
Snaper,  treasurer. 


Reduce  Capital 

Albany — Schine-Oneonta  Corp.  and 
Oneonta-Strand  Corp.,  both  with  principal 
office  in  Gloversville,  have  changed  their 
capital  stock  structure.  The  first  voted 
a reduction  from  $5,000,  at  $10  par  value 
for  each  share,  to  10  shares,  no  par  value. 
The  second  reduced  its  capital  stock  from 
$50,000  at  $10  par  value,  to  10  shares,  no 
par. 


Upstate  Man  Pays  RKO  a Visit — 

He  is  Garson  Jaffa  of  the  Schine  circuit  and  with  him  is  his  mother. 
They  visited  the  RKO  World’s  Fair  Lounge  while  in  New  York. 
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QHRIS  MARKS,  who  operates  Rialto  and 
Highland,  Utica,  was  on  Filmi-ow  for 
first  time  in  some  weeks.  Ditto,  Kingsley 
Ryan,  with  theatres  in  Ausable  Forks  and 
Keesville.  Ryan  plays  vaudeville  and  radio 
acts,  from  time  to  time,  as  added  attrac- 
tions . . . Others  ankling  Filmrow:  Morris 
Kronick,  of  the  Orpheum,  Amsterdam  (he 
returned  to  full  time  operation  after  a 
three-day  schedule  during  summer)  ;Morris 
Slotnik,  operator  of  theatres  in  Oriskany 
Falls  and  other  central  New  York  towns; 
George  Thornton,  of  Saugerties  and  Tan- 
nersville;  Frank  Williams,  Benton  booker; 
Henry  Freider  and  Henry  Grossman,  who 
have  three  houses  in  Hudson.  Reopening  of 
the  Warren,  one  of  the  F&G  houses,  was 
delayed  until  a better  line  could  be  ob- 
tained on  prospects  for  the  cement  in- 
dustry business  in  Hudson,  ’tis  reported. 

Jack  Arth,  who  has  a summer  situation 
at  Schroon  Lake,  closed  Labor  Day  . . . 
Pete  Bournakis  reopened  Strand,  Water- 
town.  He  kept  Liberty,  same  city,  lighted 
during  dog  days  . . . Harry  Berkson,  Mono- 
gram franchise  holder  upstate,  made  a 
flying  visit  to  Albany.  His  headquarters 
are  in  Buffalo  . . . Exchanges  have  set 
dates  for  three  Schine  houses  shuttered 
since  June:  Pontiac,  Ogdensburg;  Hippo- 
drome, Little  Falls;  Regent,  Amsterdam 
. . . J.  J.  Maloiiey,  M-G-M  Pittsburgh 
branch  manager,  called  on  Manager  Ralph 
Pielow  here.  Incidentally,  Maloney  is  an 
old  boss  of  Jack  Walsh,  energetic  M-G-M 
exploiteer. 

Seymour  Bagatelle  is  no  longer  booker 
for  Morse  circuit  in  this  territory,  accord- 
ing to  exchangemen.  He  had  set  dates  for 
Colonial,  Utica  . . . Joe  Kallett,  brother 
of  Mike  and  Sid,  is  circuit’s  manager  in 
Rome  . . . Jack  Bellman,  Republic  eastern 
district  manager,  visited  local  office,  man- 
aged by  Arthur  Newman. 

Francis  E.  Downey,  artist  in  Warner 
Theatres  zone  office,  married  Margaret  M. 
Merges,  a state  employe,  on  Labor  Day. 
Couple  motored  north  on  a honeymoon. 
They  will  live  in  Clinton  Heights. 

A policeman,  patroling  his  beat  in  the 
early  morning,  discovered  bunting  on  the 


marquee  of  Harry  Heilman’s  Paramount 
Theatre  ablaze.  Aided  by  a passerby,  he 
pulled  it  from  the  building  and  extinguish- 
ed the  flame. 

Jules  Levy,  RKO  general  sales  manager, 
was  at  Schine  headquarters  in  Gloversville 
over  the  weekend  . . . Benton’s  Congress, 
Saratoga,  announced  that  a print  of  “The 
Bookies  Wept”  was  flown  east  for  the  pre- 
miere at  theatre,  five  days  after  film  had 
been  completed  at  RKO  studios.  Telephone 
and  telegraph  messages  were  sent  to  the 
Coast,  to  rush  finishing  touches  on  the 
Joe  Penner  feature  in  time  for  its  exhibi- 
tion before  Spa  turf  fans. 

Walter  Reade’s  Community  presented  a 
gold  whip  to  Don  Meade,  the  jockey  select- 
ed by  the  theatre’s  patrons  as  the  best- 
liked  rider  . . . Harry  Brandt  and  his 
wife  took  the  water  “cure”  at  Saratoga 
during  a stay  of  several  weeks  . . . Univer- 
sal held  a trade  showing  of  “The  Under 
Pup”  at  Warner’s  Madison.  Comment  on 
the  picture  starring  new  child  songstress, 
Gloria  Jean,  was  reported  enthusiastic. 

George  Seed,  manager  of  Colonial,  a 
Morse  circuit  house  in  Utica,  visited  Film- 
row.  Ditto:  John  Augello,  operator  of  Fam- 
ily, Utica;  Frank  Wieting,  Park,  Coble- 
skill;  C.  W.  Landman,  Modern,  Manchester 
Depot,  Vt. 

John  Hay  Whitney,  who  has  financed 
Selznick  International  productions,  com- 
muted by  plane  between  New  York  and 
Saratoga  during  Saratoga  racing  season. 

Community  Theatre,  Saratoga  Springs, 
conducted  a “Most  Popular  Jockey”  con- 
test during  final  week  of  racing.  Patrons 
were  asked  to  cast  a ballot  for  their  fa- 
vorite Spa  rider,  the  winner  to  receive  an 
award.  Names  of  three  leaders  appeared 
daily  in  theatre  ads  ...  A local  touch  to 
midnight  premiere  of  “Golden  Boy”  at 
Benton’s  Congress,  Saratoga,  was  the  at- 
tendance of  Hope  Lawder  and  other  offi- 
cials of  the  Spa  Players,  whose  leading 
man  and  co-producer  of  1938,  Don  Beddoe, 
has  a role  in  the  Columbia  film.  George 
H.  Bull,  president  of  Saratoga  Ass’n,  also 
was  present. 
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J^OLAND  HAYNES  arranged  a screen 
quiz  broadcast  in  front  of  the  Colo- 
nial, with  a sponsor  footing  the  bill  . . . 
Jack  Goldman,  who  for  a long  time  was 
official  photographer  for  the  Stanley- 
Warner  circuit,  is  now  a center-city  man- 
ager, taking  over  the  Keith’s.  Between  pic- 
ture taking  he  studied  the  art  of  manag- 
ing in  temporary  jobs  at  the  Victoria, 
Grange  and  Imperial-60th.  His  job  at  the 
latter  house  is  taken  over  by  George  Kem- 
ble, formerly  of  the  Capitol.  Herman 
Comer  takes  Kemble’s  place  there  . . . 
AJlen  Lewis,  Dante,  is  polishing  up  his 
Italian  for  the  new  season’s  foreign 
language  films. 

The  Newville,  Newville,  Pa.,  opens  this 
week  under  Robert  Shoaff  . . . Community 
Theatre,  East  Berlin,  also  reopening  . . . 
Report  of  a new  house  being  contemplated 
in  Spring  Grove,  Pa.  . . . Allied  Theatre 
Owners  executive  office  has  moved  to  the 
Warner  Building,  where  it  will  share  office 
space  with  Clark  Film  Distributors  . . . 
Kay  Milner,  Oscar  Neufeld’s  secretary,  is 
back  from  an  Atlaritic  City  vacation  . . . 
Sid  Stanley  reopens  the  Fays,  September 
14.  The  Shubert,  under  I.  Hirst,  reopens 
on  the  \Zth  . . . Many  local  Allied  men 
weiit  off  to  the  Atlantic  City  convention. 

Paramount  Notes:  War  news,  with  sink- 
ings of  ships  on  the  high  seas,  has  made 
Ann  Kraftsow,  accounting  department, 
cancel  her  scheduled  trip  to  the  West 
Indies  . . . Charley  Malley,  booker,  is  off 
for  a late  vacation  to  Ventnor  and  the 
Poconos  . . . Mert  Nason,  booker,  is  busy 
helping  put  out  the  V Ulanova  Alumnus, 
Villanova  College  publication.  He’s  sports 
editor  . . . Miss  Philadelphia  paid  a visit  to 
the  Paramount  office.  The  boys  still  look 
dazed  . . . Ralph  Brasher,  traveling  auditor 
now  on  assignment  in  town,  had  a visit 
from  Gerhard  Stindt,  son  of  Paramount’s 
newsreel  man  in  Berlin.  The  youth  helped 
his  father  film  the  Munich  conference. 

The  M-G-M  picture:  The  office  was  ex- 
cited about  the  marriage  of  popular  Bea- 
trice Weinstein  to  Rube  Shapiro,  scioji  of 
Dave,  on  the  tenth.  Many  Metroites 
planned  to  attend  . . . Mildred  Rudo  fust 
back  from  vacation  . . . Florence  Weitz- 
man,  contract  department,  is  off  on  a be- 
lated vacation  trip  . . . Florence  Averell, 
Bob  Lynch’s  handy  girl,  is  looking  pretty 
after  unofficial  weekend  vacations  at 
Ocean  City.  She  takes  her  real  vacation  in 
the  winter  . . . Ethel  Roberts  has  resigned 
to  accompany  her  husband  to  State  Col- 
lege, Pa.,  where  he’s  opening  a book  shop. 

A1  Martin,  Horlacher  dispatcher,  cele- 
brated the  first  birthday  of  his  daughter, 
Mary  Nancy,  on  the  5th  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Ellis  marked  a wedding  anniversary 
on  the  3rd  . . . George  Fishman,  Republic, 
and  his  wife  chalked  up  another  year  of 
asserted  wedded  bliss  on  the  8th  . . . Ruth 
L.  Ellis,  daughter  of  Martin,  Broadway, 
becomes  six  on  the  12th,  and  Phyllis  Joyce 
Lewis,  daughter  of  Allen,  Dante  manager, 
reaches  her  first  birthday  on  the  15th  . . . 
Joe  Mazer,  assistant,  Princess,  is  now  at 
the  Family  . . . The  deal  whereby  the 
Erny  and  Nolan  houses,  Erlen  and  Renel, 


were  to  be  taken  over  by  S-W  has  fallen 
through. 

Miss  Philadelphia  contest,  sponsored  by 
Variety  Club,  wound  up  with  choice  of 
Nancy  Lee,  18-year-old  photographers’ 
model.  She  and  43  contest  winners  from 
all  over  the  country  were  guests  of  the 
Club  at  a screening  of  “Beau  Geste,’’  then 
went  to  Atlantic  City  . . . The  Philadelphia 
Variety  Club  also  went  to  the  shore,  but 
not  after  the  girls.  They  held  their  month- 
ly dinner  at  the  Traymore  Hotel,  where 
they  feted  two  “Kings  for  a day,”  Frank 
P.  Gravatt,  president  of  Steel  Pier,  and  P. 
Mortimer  Lewis,  New  Jersey  theatre  owner. 
Rudy  Vallee  was  m.  c.  Affair  was  ar- 
ranged by  hardworking  William  J.  Clark, 
Earle  Sweigert,  Jack  Beresin  and  Oscar 
Neufeld. 

Tommy  Scholl,  New  Keystone,  and  Dave 
Shapiro,  Admiral,  weren’t  left  out  of  this 
beauty  pageant  business.  They  helped  pick 
a Miss  Central  North  Philadelphia — Anna 
Reid,  17-year-old  high  school  girl — and 
awarded  her  prizes  from  the  respective 
stages.  Business  men’s  associations  and 
American  Legion  posts  joined  in  the  affair 
. . . Admiral  also  gave  a flag  to  the  Me- 
morial Post  No.  692,  American  Legion  . . . 
Avon,  closed  for  remodeling,  is  scheduled 
for  reopening  this  week,  with  a parade  and 
other  events. 

Local  newsreel  men  are  having  trouble 
getting  shots  at  the  Navy  Yard  and  other 
centers  of  war  preparation.  They  have 
passes,  but  the  guards  won’t  honor  them 
. . . Business  was  boosted  last  week  by 
unusual  midnight  shows  Sunday  night  at 
the  Earle,  Fox,  Stanley  . . . The  father  of 
Ben  Harris,  Masterpiece  booker,  died  last 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Slleo 

Take  Hollywood  Airway — 

Norman  Reilly  Raine  and  Capt.  John 
T.  Trout  leave  for  Hollywood  and  pro- 
duction of  “The  Fighting  Sixty-Ninth.” 
Raine  did  the  script.  Trout,  formerly 
a member  of  the  regiment,  will  serve 
as  technical  advisor. 


Looks  to  Others  for 
Pact  Concessions 

New  York — Regardless  of  the  present 
position  of  the  trade  practice  code,  the 
MPTOA  “sees  no  reason  why  all  distribu- 
tors cannot  give  exhibitors  some  immediate 
adjustments  on  trade  practices  along  lines 
similar  to  those  announced  by  Warner,” 
Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president,  states. 

It  is  toward  that  end  that  Kuykendall 
met  with  William  F.  Rodgers,  head  of  the 
distributors’  negotiating  committee,  twice 
during  the  week,  with  another  session 
scheduled  for  September  11. 

“We  do  not  consider  Rodgers’  commit- 
tee disbanded,”  Kuykendall  declared,  “no 
matter  where  the  code  is  at  present,  and 
we  believe  he  can  help  us  to  get  some  re- 
lief at  once.” 


Nothing  New  on  Code  Status, 

Rodgers  Tells  Coast  ITO 

Los  Angeles — The  major  distributors’ 
trade  practice  negotiating  committee  has 
nothing  new  to  report  on  the  present  sta- 
tus of  the  code,  the  ITO  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona  has  been  advised  by 
telegram  by  William  F.  Rodgers,  commit- 
tee chairman.  The  wire  to  Robert  H. 
Poole,  ITO  president,  refers  the  organiza- 
tion to  Rodgers’  announcement  of  August 
18,  at  which  time  the  distributors  ex- 
pressed hope  that  it  might  persuade  the 
government  to  reconsider  its  interpreta- 
tion that  the  code,  if  adopted  generally, 
would  be  illegal. 


week  . . . Matty  Presby,  former  Preferred 
booker,  is  now  with  the  Warner  exchange 
. . . Rumor  is  that  Dave  Shapiro  is  con- 
templating closing  the  Admiral  to  give 
force  to  his  complaint  against  “discrimina- 
tory practices”  by  the  exchanges  in  favor 
of  S-W  houses. 

Bill  Porter,  Monogram,  is  the  Vine 
Street’s  closest  follower  of  war  news,  can 
tell  you  at  any  moment  where  the  Ger- 
man and  Polish  armies  are  . . . Ray  May- 
ers, Uptown,  played  up  opening  of  “In- 
dianapolis Speedway”  by  presenting  an 
Ann  Sheridan  cup  to  the  winner  of  the 
midget  auto  races  at  the  National  Speed- 
way (formerly  Phillies  Ball  Park)  . . . 
Michael  H.  Egnal,  Bristol,  marks  a mile- 
stone September  15  ...  A short  on  the 
3-cents-a-day  hospitalization  plan  will  be 
distributed  through  Clark  Films  . . . Jack 
Goldman  ballyhooed  reopening  of  the 
Keith’s  by  printing  the  announcement  in 
red  ink  on  200  newspapers,  and  persuad- 
ing newsboys  to  tack  them  on  front  of 
their  stands. 

Bill  Yearsely,  Circle,  got  together  with 
the  American  Legion  to  help  raise  money 
for  an  iron  lung  . . . Al  Blumberg,  Mid- 
ivay,  holds  weekly  staff  meetings  to  work 
up  exploitation  ideas  . . . Tiny  Goldsmith, 
Cross  Keys,  is  courting  the  patronage  of 
school  kids  with  giveaways  of  school 
paraphernalia  . . . Lee  Kline,  Orpheum,  is 
calling  attention  to  coming  attractions  by 
elaborate  displays  in  big  shop  windows  in 
the  shopping  district. 
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Producers  May  Chart 
War  Course  Jointly 

Hollywood — Pi’obability  that  joint  ac- 
tion will  be  taken  by  the  entire  member- 
ship of  the  producers  association  to  chart 
their  future  course  and  map  complete  plans 
for  combating  the  effect  on  production 
and  distribution  of  the  European  war 
indicated  by  Hays  office  spokesmen  with 
the  disclosure  that  Will  Hays,  MPPDA 
president,  who  journeyed  here  from  New 
York,  had  called  a general  association 
meeting. 

Although  it  was  not  known  what  speci- 
fic topics  would  be  discussed,  attaches  de- 
clared there  was  every  possibility  that 
ways  and  means  of  forestalling  union  de- 
mands for  wage  increases — at  the  same 
time  protecting  existing  scales — would  be 
surveyed.  It  was  declared  the  session 
would  probably  be  dove-tailed  with  a 
scheduled  meeting  of  studio  managers, 
called  to  discuss  pending  negotiations  by 
several  crafts  for  bargaining  agreements 
and  to  confer  on  the  possible  effect  of  the 
war  on  studio  employment. 

Producers,  many  of  whom  are  already 
engaged  in  huddles  with  homeoffice  rep- 
resentatives concerning  revisions  in  their 
budgets,  production  and  release  schedules, 
were  expected  to  air  their  views,  from 
which  a general  plan  of  action  will  be 
evolved. 

This  more  pressing  business  in  connec- 
tion with  the  war  emergency  has  caused 
James  Roosevelt  to  abandon,  for  the  time 
being,  his  plans  to  embark  on  a study  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  and  the  inter- 
relational  problems  confronting  it.  A 
series  of  appointments  to  confer  with  ex- 
ecutives at  Metro,  20th  Century-Fox  and 
Warner  have  been  cancelled. 


20th-Fox  Quarter  Dividend 
Of  37y2  Cents  on  Preferred 

New  York — Twentieth  Century-Pox  re- 
ports a third  quarter  dividend  of  37  y2 
cents  on  the  preferred,  payable  September 
30  to  stockholders  of  record  September  18. 
The  board  decided  to  pass  up  the  dividend 
on  the  common  in  view  of  the  uncertainty 
of  revenue  from  the  foreign  markets. 


Science  Note  From 
Hollywood 

Hollywood — In  Margaret  Mitchell's 
novel,  "Gone  it  took  Scar- 
lett O' approximately  a year  and 

a half  to  cover  her  hands  with  paren- 
chymatous tissue.  Callouses  to  you. 

In  the  film  version,  it  took  Monty 
Westmore,  head  makeup  man,  only  30 
minutes.  He  made  25  of  them  of 
transparent  rubber  colored  slightly 
with  maroon  grease  paint.  They  were 
cemented  with  the  same  material  to 
the  phalanges  of  the  fingers,  the  palms 
and  heels  of  the  hands. 

It's  been  some  time  since  Hollywood 
has  seen  any  parenchymatous  tissue, 
especially  at  the  rate  of  almost  one  a 
minute. 


jyjARY  PICKFORD  paid  Richmond  a visit 

last  Wednesday  where  she  was  re- 
ceived by  Mayor  J.  Fulmer  Bright,  state 
officials  and  Tobacco  Festival  officers. 
Later  she  met  Governor  Price  at  the  State 
Capitol  and  broadcast  her  first  impres- 
sions of  Virginia.  She  visited  Williams- 
burg and  Yorktown  before  proceeding  to 
South  Boston  to  be  crowned  “Queen  of 
Tobaccoland”  . . . Carl  Thilow,  theatre  ad- 
vertising solicitor  for  the  News-Leader, 
just  returned  from  the  New  York  World’s 
Pair  and  says  that  he  and  his  family  had 
a wonderful  time  despite  the  fact  they 
were  drenched  to  the  skin  during  all  of 
that  rain  of  last  week. 

Harold  Kitzmiller,  well  known  here  as  a 
former  manager  of  the  National,  now  is 
driving  a Greyhound  bus  between  Nor- 
folk and  Washington  . . . Fred  Putnam, 
former  house  manager  of  the  Colonial,  is 
now  located  in  Jennings,  La.,  where  he  is 
managing  a theatre  . . . Fred  Beiersdorf , 
Washington  branch  manager  for  Warner, 

Thomas  Buys  "Sudan"  for 
New  York,  New  Jersey 

New  York — Harry  Thomas  has  bought 
“Sudan”  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
Feature  Pictures  will  handle  the  film  in 
Portland  and  Seattle;  Jack  Adams  in  Texas 
and  Oklahoma;  Sack  Amusements  in  St. 
Louis,  Milwaukee  and  Chicago,  and  Ma- 
jestic Pictures  of  Los  Angeles  will  dis- 
tribute in  California,  Nevada,  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  Hawaiian  Islands  and  Alaska. 

Gammel  Purchases  Three 
Schuchert  Theatres 

Buffalo — George  J.  Gammel,  owner  of 
three  widely  separated  community  houses, 
the  Unity,  the  Seneca  and  the  Ariel,  which 
he  long  has  called  the  USA  Theatres,  has 
bought  the  three  Joseph  A.  Schuchert 
houses,  the  Columbia,  the  Colonial  and 
the  Stadium,  formerly  called  the  Majes- 
tic. It  is  understood  the  consideration  was 
in  excess  of  $100,000. 

Local  306  Throng  Attends 
"Projectionists'  Day" 

Flushing,  N.  Y. — Thursday  was  “Pro- 
jectionists’ Day”  at  the  World’s  Fair.  Ap- 
proximately 350  members  of  Local  306 
turned  out  and  there  were  speeches  by  N. 
D.  Golden  of  the  department  of  commerce; 
Joseph  Basson  and  others.  P.  A.  Mc- 
Guire of  International  Projector  figured 
importantly  in  the  arrangements. 


Remodels  the  Lincoln 

Schenectady — Sidney  Dwore  placed  new 
seats  and  new  sound  and  redecorated  the 
Lincoln  throughout  for  an  early  Septem- 
ber reopening.  House  was  operated  by  A1 
Feltman  until  its  summer  closing  in  June. 
The  Palace,  another  of  Dwore’s  theatres, 
will  take  off  the  shutters  about  Septem- 
ber 15.  His  Cameo  continued  operating 
during  the  summer. 


was  in  town  conferring  with  A.  Frank 
O’Brien,  city  manager  for  Wilmer  and 
Vincent  . . . Charlie  Hulbert,  manager  of 
the  Lee,  is  taking  the  second  week  of  his 
vacation  now,  being  relieved  by  Keith  Cau- 
dle. Charlie  and  his  wife  visited  Ber- 
muda on  his  first  week. 

Bill  Attmore,  RCA  engineer,  has  bought 
a new  car  . . . Pete  Whitmore,  who  re- 
signed from  the  service  staff  of  the  West- 
hampton,  is  now  connected  with  the  Green 
Lantern  Restaurant  . . . Harry  Scearce, 
who  resigned  from  the  service  staff  of 
the  Colonial  to  take  a position  with  the 
Chesapeake  & Ohio  Railway,  is  still  doing 
a little  extra  work  at  the  Colonial  . . . 
Charlie  Somma  is  visiting  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair  . . . Elmer  Wilschke,  RCA 
Philadelphia  office,  was  a recent  visitor 
. . . Floyd  Stawls,  manager  of  the  Carillon, 
has  returned  from  vacationing  in  Norfolk 
. . . Graham  Barbe,  Lichtman  district 
manager,  was  a recent  visitor  . . . Otis 
Kyger,  former  relief  manager  for  Wilmer  & 
Vincent  here,  and  now  managing  the  State 
in  Reading,  is  spending  his  vacation  here 
with  his  family  this  week. 

The  new  push  pull  recording  system  has 
been  installed  in  Loew’s,  being  the  first  in 
town  . . . N.  C.  Haefele,  National  Theatre 
Supply,  Baltimore  manager,  passed 
through  here  last  week  after  landing  a 
nice  order  for  equipment  for  a new  the- 
atre in  Newport  News  . . . Herman  No- 
witsky,  Wilmer  & Vincent  chief  main- 
tenance engineer,  was  a visitor  for  the 
reopening  of  the  National  . . . Harry  Nor- 
din,  home  office.  Neighborhood  Theatres, 
spent  the  Labor  Day  holidays  visiting  the 
Fair  . . . "Happy”  Jones  started  the  new 
season  at  the  Lyric  with  a Chrysler  spon- 
sored show. 

Helen  Boswell,  cashier  at  the  Colonial, 
has  returned  from  vacationing  in  New 
York  . . . Muriel  Stevenson,  secretary  to  A. 
Frank  O’Brien,  also  vacationed  there  . . . 
Gorden  Pulliam,  member  of  the  Byrd  ser- 
vice staff,  has  gone  in  for  photography 
in  a big  way  . . . Allen  Sparrow,  manager 
of  Loew’s,  is  looking  for  someone  to  show 
him  the  fine  points  of  golf  . . . Tom  Pitts, 
who  is  manager  of  Ben  Pitts’  two  houses 
on  Church  Hill,  has  returned  from  vaca- 
tioning in  Fredericksburg  . . . William 
Pearsall,  one  of  Allen  Brown’s  aides  at 
the  Brookland,  will  enter  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute  this  month. 

Ben  Caplon,  Columbia  Pictures  sales- 
man, was  in  town  last  week  . . . B.  F.  Soth- 
ern,  owner  of  the  State  in  Clarksville,  has 
started  construction  of  another  house  to 
seat  600,  and  expects  to  have  it  ready  by 
Thanksgiving  . . . H.  W . Robinson  is  also 
planning  a new  theatre  in  Covington  . . . 
Mrs.  Dave  Peterson  and  son  accompanied 
Dave  when  he  came  up  from  Virginia 
Beach  last  week.  Dave  is  the  regular  relief 
Altec  engineer  for  Mervin  Ullman  here  . . . 
David  Kamsky,  who  is  advertising  manager 
for  the  Neighborhood  Theatres,  and  Miss 
Margaret  Rosenberg,  have  announced  their 
engagement  . . . Al  Nowitsky,  manager  of 
the  National,  flew  down  to  Norfolk  last 
Sunday  morning. 
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J M.  Rappaport  held  a sidewalk  broadcast 

over  WBAL  with  special  ceremonies  in 
front  of  his  Hippodrome  last  week  to 
commemorate  the  eighth  anniversary  under 
his  direction.  Speakers  included  Mayor 
Howard  W.  Jackson,  Senator  George  I 
Radcliffe  and  John  B.  Gontrum,  state  in- 
surance commissioner.  Paul  Girard  acted 
as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Jean  Rome,  relief  manager  Rome  thea- 
tres, and  R.  Marhenke,  Broadway  mana- 
ger, and  ten  other  employes  of  Broadway , 
Leader,  Capitol  and  Met  went  down  the 
bay  last  Saturday  night  to  fish  all  night 
hut  caught  no  fish  and  spent  Sunday 
morning  trying  to  buy  some  . . . Ernie 
Woods’  dieting  has  rid  him  of  25  pounds 
M.  Shoubin,  Pic,  is  vacationing  at  the  Jer- 
sey shores  . . . Harry  Frock,  operator  Over- 
lea  and  Preston,  broke  his  finger  and  had 
to  take  ten  days  off. 

Ted  Routson,  publicity  chief  for  the  Hip- 
podrome, is  vacationing  at  Ocean  City, 
Mo.  . . . Martin  Rogers  McHenry  vaca- 
tioning . . . Mr.  H.  A.  Blum,  Little,  is  off 
to  the  Atlantic  City  convention  of  the 
Allied  MPTO  of  New  Jersey  . . . Lou  Yo- 
kelle,  formerly  national  supervisor  for  Ross 
Federal,  now  is  Baltimore  representative 
of  Capitol  Printing  Co.  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morris  Rome  are  vacationing  at  Atlantic 
City. 

The  case  of  Westway  vs.  Durkee  is  now 
in  the  federal  district  court  . . . Nathan 
Canter  opened  the  completely  redecorated 
Astor  with  a bang. 

Metro  really  gave  many  a manager  heart 
failure  last  week  when  so  many  houses  had 
to  bicycle  prints  on  “Andy  Hardy  Gets 
Spring  Fever”  . . . Eddie  Wyatt  Preston 
taking  a week’s  vacation  in  Virginia  . . . 
Building  activity  is  being  speeded  up  at 
the  Time  Theatre  to  assure  the  opening 
of  Baltimore’s  first  newsreel  theatre  the 
latter  part  of  September.  Leon  Zeller  an- 
nounces Morton  E.  Baker  will  be  manager. 

William  Zell,  Harlem,  just  back  from  the 
hospital  and  doing  very  nicely  . . . Frank 
Hornig  announces  that  his  Horn  Theatre 
will  have  a new  marquee  and  the  front 
will  be  completely  renovated  . . . Harry 
Vogelstein,  Balto  Poster,  and  Abe  Cohen, 
Essex,  have  just  returned  from  the  Jewish 
War  Veterans’  Convention  in  Florida  . . . 
Barry  Goldman,  Regent,  went  fishing  over 
the  weekend  and  told  a true  fish  story — 
he  caught  nothing. 

Mr.  Holmes  Alexander,  vice-chairman 
Maryland  censor  board,  has  just  arrived 
from  his  vacation  in  Connecticut  with  a 
good  coat  of  tan  . . . Mr.  George  R. 
Mitchel,  chairman  of  the  censor  board: 
Alexander  and  Miss  Marie  Pressman,  sec- 
retary, are  very  active  in  reorganizing  the 
board. 


Son  in  Film 

CoxsACKiE,  N.  Y. — P.  F.  Quigley  jr.,  son 
of  the  local  exhibitor,  has  been  employed 
as  an  extra  in  the  making  of  “Little  Old 
New  York.”  Directed  by  Henry  King, 
scenes  were  taken  along  the  Hudson. 


• REVIEW 


FLASHES  • 


BLACKMAIL  (M-G-M) — Redblooded,  gripping 
and  original  story  of  chain  gangs,  oil  well 
fires  and  the  men  who  fight  them,  offers 
Edward  G.  Robinson  a role  which  fits  his 
talents  like  a glove.  The  result  is  action 
entertainment  of  the  highest  order  with 
never  a dull  moment  and  the  potentialities 
for  topnotch  business.  John  W.  Considine 
produced;  H.  C.  Potter  directed. 

CALLING  ALL  MARINES  (Rep)— The  situa- 
tion will  be  well  in  hand  in  all  theatres 
where  this  fast-moving  melodrama  about 
leathernecks  lands.  Endowed  with  suf- 
ficient story  and  production  values  to  make 
it  highly  acceptable  program  material  at 
any  time,  its  appeal  is  further  enhanced  by 
the  timeliness  of  its  martial  theme.  Armand 
Schaefer  produced;  John  H.  Auer  directed. 

ONE  HOUR  TO  LIVE  (Univ)— Although  the 
title  carries  no  meaning  to  what  transpires, 
film  on  subsequent  examination  reveals  an 
action  yam  of  program  merit  which  has 
Charles  Bickford  performing  commendably 
as  the  police  officer  who  gets  his  man. 
Doris  Nolan  is  the  feminine  lead.  Harold 
Schuster  directed. 

TROPIC  FURY  (Univ)— Has  as  much  force 
as  a tepid  breeze.  It  is  handled  in  a cum- 
bersome and  melodramatic  manner.  The 
only  good  thing  about  the  picture  has 
Richard  Arlen  freeing  rubber  workers  from 
virtual  slavery.  Andy  Devine,  as  Arlen's 
cohort,  furnishes  whatever  laughs  there  ore. 
Christy  Cabanne  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 

Production  Drop  May 
Be  Reduction  Hint 

Hollywood — Possibly  as  the  forerunner 
of  a general  production  curtailment  oc- 
casioned by  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe, 
film-making  activity  at  the  major  plants 
has  dropped  to  a total  of  37,  with  ten  oth- 
ers in  preparatory  stages  for  immediate 
starts. 

Columbia  shoved  off  “Renegade  Law” 
and,  for  release  by  that  company,  Larry 
Darmour  gunned  a new  Jack  Holt  starrer, 
“Illicit  Cargo,”  to  give  the  studio  a four- 
picture  total.  Metro  started  “Broadway 
Melody  of  1940,”  totaling  five  in  work. 
Monogram  has  two,  including  “Scouts  of 
the  Air,”  a new  starter. 

“Strange  Money”  and  “The  Farmer’s 
Daughter”  got  underway  at  Paramount 


Officers  Active  in 
Company  Stocks 

Washington — Officers  and  directors  of 
motion  picture  companies  are  engaging  in 
extensive  transactions  in  the  stocks  of  their 
corporations,  it  is  disclosed  by  the  semi- 
monthly report  of  such  deals  issued  by  the 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission. 

Tlie  first  July  report,  issued  by  the  SEC 
September  6,  showed  the  following  trans- 
actions : 

Loew’s,  Inc.:  Disposition  by  J.  Robert 
Rubin,  officer.  New  York,  of  1,600  shares 
of  common  stock  by  sale  and  60  shares  by 
gift,  reducing  his  holdings  to  31,415  shares. 

Monogram:  Disposition  in  June  by  W. 
Ray  Johnston,  officer.  New  York,  of  847 
options  for  common  stock,  reducing  his 
holdings  to  5,350. 

Paramount:  Acquisition  and  disposition 
by  John  Hertz,  New  York,  director,  of  five 
shares  of  common  stock  through  Lehman 
Bros.,  leaving  his  holdings  unchanged  at 
100  shares  held  through  Lehman  Bros,  in 
addition  to  1,000  shares  held  direct. 

Pathe:  Disposition  by  Kenneth  M. 
Young,  officer.  New  York,  of  900  shares 
of  common,  reducing  his  holdings  to  400 
shares,  and  acquisition  by  Thomas  P. 
Loach,  officer.  New  York,  of  two  shares, 
bringing  his  holdings  to  18  shares. 

TT’ans  Lux:  Acquisition  by  Leslie  E. 
Thompson,  director.  New  York,  of  500 
shares  of  common  stock  as  compensation, 
bringing  his  holdings  to  4,000  shares. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox:  Disposition  by 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  director,  Beverly  Hills, 
Cal.,  of  4,300  shares  of  preferred  stock, 
reducing  his  holdings  to  18,284  shares. 

Universal  Corp.:  Acquisition  by  Nathan 
J.  Blumberg,  officer.  New  York,  of  2,000 
common  voting  trust  certificates,  bringing 
his  holdings  to  2,500:  acquisition  by  Wil- 
liam Freiday,  director.  New  York,  of  1,200 
certificates,  bringing  his  holdings  to  1,200 
in  addition  to  1,500  held  through  a holding 
company:  and  acquisition  by  Charles  D. 
Prutzman,  officer.  New  York,  of  100  cer- 
tificates, bringing  his  holdings  to  400. 

Warner  Bros.:  Exchange  in  April  by  Jos- 
eph Bernhard,  director.  New  York,  of  8,000 
debentures  for  new  debentures. 


while  “Diamonds  Are  Dangerous”  and 
“Untamed”  were  completed.  Studio  has 
eight  in  production.  RKO  Radio  lists  four, 
with  Sol  Lesser  starting  “Escape  to  Para- 
dise,” and  “Sued  for  Libel,”  “The  Marshal 
of  Mesa  City”  and  “Allegheny  Frontier” 
finishing.  “Jeepers  Creepers”  got  the 
starting  signal  at  Republic,  with  “Sabo- 
tage” and  “The  Kansas  Terrors”  going  into 
the  cutting  rooms.  Two  are  in  work  at 
the  plant. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  started  “The 
Bluebird”  to  total  five  in  work.  Universal 
has  six,  having  launched  “Destry  Rides 
Again”  and  completing  “Listen,  Kids.”  No 
new  starts  were  scheduled  among  United 
Artists  producers,  who  have  a total  of  two 
filming.  Warner  started  “Uncle  Sam' 
Awakens”  and  finished  “The  Roaring 
Twenties,”  emerging  with  a five-picture 
total. 
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MEWS  AND  VIEWS  OF  THE  PRODUCTION  CEMTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Anti-Dictalor  Films  Labor  Controversy  Is  Rapidly 
Are  Spurred  by  War  Approaching  Happy  Ending 


Outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  has  appar- 
ently provided  another  shot  in  the  arm  for 
Hollywood’s  unofficial  Americanization, 
anti-totalitarian  production  policy,  with 
two  new  pictures  having  been  added  to  the 
lineup  of  forthcoming  releases  in  that 
vein. 

Walter  Wanger  has  dusted  off  “Personal 
History,”  the  book  by  Vincent  Sheean  to 
which  he  owns  screen  rights,  and  is  hav- 
ing it  whipped  into  screenplay  form  by 
John  Meehan.  The  United  Artists  pro- 
ducer plans  to  send  it  into  production 
within  six  weeks,  indicating  he  feels  its 
contents,  comprising  Sheean’s  slant  on  the 
European  political  situation,  are  now  more 
timely  than  ever. 

Underway  at  Warner  is  “Uncle  Sam 
Awakens,”  newest  in  the  “Secret  Service” 
series  starring  Ronald  Reagan,  which 
treats  of  government  action  to  re-enforce 
that  department  as  an  added  protection 
because  of  the  turmoil  abroad.  The  same 
plant  intends  to  launch  “Underground,”  a 
story  of  the  anti-Hitler  movement  in  Ger- 
many, as  soon  as  Geraldine  Fitzgerald, 
slated  for  the  feminine  lead,  returns  from 
her  trip  to  Ireland.  Anatole  Litvak  will 
direct  with  John  Garfield  in  the  top  spot. 

With  Charles  Chaplin’s  “The  Great  Dic- 
tator” still  halted  for  rehearsals  and  script 
changes,  the  veteran  actor-producer  has 
signed  Karl  Struss  as  first  cameraman 
and  has  booked  Reginald  Gardiner  for  one 
of  the  leads.  Chaplin  will  portray  a dual 
role.  Sydney  Chaplin  is  functioning  as 
production  manager. 

Warner  is  preparing  to  launch  a series 
of  showings  of  its  patriotic  short  subjects 
for  west  coast  school  children  immediately 
following  the  start  of  the  new  school  year 
and,  providing  satisfactory  results  are  ob- 
tained, will  extend  the  program  to  other 
localities.  “Bill  of  Rights”  and  “The  Mon- 
roe Doctrine”  will  be  screened  at  the  in- 
itial showings,  which  are  to  be  held  in 
theatres  in  the  morning.  American 
Legion  posts  have  signified  their  intention 
to  cooperate. 


Directs  "The  Valiant" 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  signed 
David  Burton  to  direct  “The  Valiant,”  the 
re-make  which  Sol  Wurtzel  is  producing. 
Lloyd  Nolan  has  the  starring  role. 


Although  the  war  abroad  has  precipi- 
tated another  problem  in  Hollywood’s  har- 
ried motion  picture  industry,  its  own  com- 
plex labor  troubles  have  assumed  a rosier 
hue  than  has  been  present  in  months 
through  the  sudden  and  speedy  settlement 
of  the  dispute  between  the  lATSE  and  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of  Amer- 
ica— which  for  a time  threatened  to  bring 
about  one  of  the  most  drastic  strikes  in 
film  history. 

But  one  major  jurisdictional  argument 
remains  to  be  disposed  of — that  concern- 
ing the  lATSE  and  the  United  Studio 
Technicians  Guild,  both  fighting  for  con- 
trol of  some  12,000  studio  workers — and 
that  is  expected  to  be  settled  when  eligible 
workers,  under  supervision  of  the  national 
labor  relations  board,  cast  ballots  Septem- 
ber 21  to  choose  their  bargaining  agent. 

The  lATSE-AAAA  peace  agreement, 
which  came  just  before  the  deadline  set 
by  AAAA  affiliates  for  a nation-wide 
strike,  was  evolved  when  President  Ralph 
Morgan  and  Kenneth  Thomson  of  the  SAG 
called  upon  William  Bioff,  former  lATSE 
representative  on  the  west  coast,  to  inter- 
vene. Bioff,  Morgan,  Thomson  and  other 
AAAA  executives  drafted  a proposed  peace 
treaty  which  Bioff  submitted  to  President 
George  Browne  in  New  York,  and  which 
was  approved  by  him  and  the  AAAA  board 
in  the  east.  Announcement  that  strike 
plans  had  been  cancelled  was  made  by 
Morgan  at  a mass  meeting  of  nearly  5,000 
actors  who  had  convened  to  learn  whether 
a strike  call  was  to  be  issued. 

AFA  Charter  Revoked 

Under  terms  of  the  agreement  the 
lATSE  revokes  the  charter  which  it  grant- 
ed the  American  Federation  of  Actors  and 
pledges  its  cooperation  in  organizing  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists  as  a 
substitute.  Both  the  lATSE  and  the  AAAA 
pledge  that  neither  will  invade  the  juris- 
dictional field  of  the  other. 

Bioff ’s  intervention  has  led  the  11  lA 
coast  locals  to  launch  a campaign  for  his 
return  as  coordinator  of  the  international’s 
west  coast  activities,  a position  which  he 
resigned  nearly  two  years  ago.  lA  photog- 
raphers have  already  drafted  a resolution 
pleading  with  him  to  accept  on  the 
grounds  that,  so  far,  they  have  been  un- 
able to  make  any  headway  in  negotiating 


new  working  agreements  with  the  pro- 
ducers. Photographers  also  expressed 
their  hope  that  Bioff  might  be  able  to 
settle  the  jurisdictional  dispute  between 
that  union  and  the  American  Society  of 
Cinematographers. 

Eligibility  lists  for  the  pending  lA-USTG 
election  have  been  virtually  completed  by 
the  personnel  of  all  studios  involved  and 
the  NLRB  has  begun  preparation  of  a 
master  list.  Both  factions  are  renewing 
drives  to  gain  moral  and  financial  support. 

SAG  Plans  Election 

With  the  threatened  strike  now  a thing 
of  the  past,  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  has 
begun  laying  plans  for  its  annual  election 
of  officers,  now  set  for  October  1.  Ralph 
Morgan  has  been  nominated  for  re-election 
as  president,  as  have  James  Cagney,  first 
vice-president;  Joan  Crawford,  second 
vice-president:  Edward  Arnold,  third  vice- 
president:  Porter  Hall,  treasurer,  and  Paul 
Harvey,  recording  secretary.  The  nominat- 
ing committee  has  selected  Walter  Abel, 
Cagney,  Miss  Crawford,  Dudley  Digges, 
John  Garfield,  Frank  McHugh,  Robert 
Montgomery,  George  Murphy,  Irving 
Pichel,  Elisabeth  Risdon  and  Dorothy 
Tree  as  candidates  for  the  board  of  di- 
rectors. 

The  lA  trial  board  has  expelled  Howard 
Robertson,  Jeff  Kibre  and  two  others  from 
membership  because  of  their  affiliation 
with  the  USTG. 

Lesser  labor  developments: 

Dissolution  of  the  Screen  Playwrights, 
Inc.  and  cancellation  of  its  producer  con- 
tract was  discussed  at  an  SP  board  meet- 
ing. Steps  were  taken  to  pursue  that 
course  should  the  NLRB  in  Washington 
hand  down  a decision  ordering  producers 
to  negotiate  contracts  with  the  Screen 
Writers  Guild. 

Producers  are  expected  to  sign  a closed 
shop  agreement  with  the  Screen  Readers 
Guild,  demands  of  which  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  all  major  studios.  The  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Artists  and  Illustrators 
is  drafting  a new  agreement,  having  re- 
cently been  certified  as  sole  bargaining 
agent  for  its  craft.  These  and  other  labor 
matters  were  discussed  at  a meeting  of 
major  studio  managers,  in  which  Victor 
Clarke,  Hays  office  labor  contact,  par- 
ticipated. 
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Three  More  Swanky 
Premieres  on  Tap 


Visitors  to  the  Warner  Studio — 

Frmik  McHugh  plays  the  role  of  host  to  two  westerners  on  separate  occa- 
sions at  the  Warner  studio  in  Burbank.  At  the  left  he  is  shown  with  Mrs. 
Marion  C.  Sinift,  whose  husband.  “Mac.”  runs  the  Delmar  and  Daly  theatres 
in  Los  Angeles;  at  the  right  with  Cliff  Miller,  showman  from  Lehi,  Utah 


Executives  in  Study 
Of  Effects  of  War 

With  the  thought  of  war  and  its  pos- 
sible effects  on  film  production  uppermost 
in  their  minds,  a number  of  company 
heads  and  homeoffice  executives  are  head- 
ing for  Hollywood  to  plunge  into  confer- 
ences with  their  studio  representatives  with 
a view  to  mapping  future  courses  of  ac- 
tion. 

With  that  end  in  view  George  J.  Schae- 
fer, president  of  RKO  Radio,  will  cut  short 
his  eastern  sojourn  and  return  here  next 
week,  although  he  was  not  expected  in 
Hollywood  again  until  early  in  December. 
Herbert  J.  Yates,  Republic’s  head  man, 
will  check  in  at  the  North  Hollywood  plant 
next  week,  having  arrived  in  New  York 
from  England  accompanied  by  Gene  Autry, 
the  company’s  western  star.  William 
Saal  of  the  exploitation  staff  will  come 
west  with  Yates  and  Autry. 

Already  back  in  New  York  are  Herman 
Wobber,  20th  Century-Fox  sales  head,  and 
Walter  Hutchinson,  chief  of  foreign  dis- 
tribution. They  huddled  with  Joseph 
Schenck,  Darryl  Zanuck,  William  Goetz 
and  other  studio  executives  concerning 
possible  alterations  in  release  and  produc- 
tion schedules. 

Conferences  along  similar  lines  have  been 
held  at  M-G-M,  where  Arthur  Loew, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  the  foreign 
department,  parleyed  with  Louis  B.  Mayer 
and  E.  J.  Mannix. 

With  European  developments  causing 
W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  president,  to 
cancel  his  projected  trip  to  the  coast, 
Scott  Dunlap,  production  head,  has 
checked  back  at  the  studio  after  attend- 
ing the  company’s  board  of  directors’ 
meeting.  Dunlap  was  accompanied  by 
Trem  Carr,  one  of  the  directors. 

Evidently  considering  it  more  essential 
to  check  with  the  homeoffice.  President 
Nate  Blumberg  of  Universal  trained  out 
for  New  York  after  a three-month  stay  at 


the  studio.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
family  and  is  expected  to  return  early  in 
December. 

Predicting  the  war  will  cause  a heavy 
increase  in  revenue  from  American  pic- 
tures in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  John 
Hicks  jr..  Paramount’s  foreign  distribu- 
tion head,  and  Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of 
the  board,  returned  to  the  studio  after  an 
extended  tour  of  those  countries.  Hicks 
continued  on  to  New  York,  while  Zukor  is 
remaining  in  Hollywood  for  a short  time. 


Rush  Robinson  Yarn 

Aiming  it  as  a possible  vehicle  for  Ed- 
ward G.  Robinson,  due  in  shortly  from  a 
European  vacation,  Warner  is  rushing 
preparations  to  produce  “Footsteps  in  the 
Dark,”  a mystery  melodrama  based  on  a 
London  stage  success. 


Foster  to  Next  "Chan" 

Norman  Foster  has  been  assigned  to  di- 
rect “Charlie  Chan  in  Panama,”  starting 
late  this  month,  at  20th  Century-Fox. 
David  Hempstead  is  producing. 


War  or  no  war,  the  current  Hollywood 
vogue  for  silks-and-sables  premieres  and 
previews,  accompanied  by  the  usual  lav- 
ish exploitation  and  attended  by  industry 
notables  and  the  inevitable  autograph 
hounds,  is  enjoying  unabated  popularity, 
with  three  such  affairs  scheduled  within 
the  next  week. 

The  formal  press  preview  of  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  newest  United  Artists  produc- 
tion, “The  Real  Glory,”  will  be  the  in- 
itialer  on  the  schedule,  having  been  slated 
to  make  its  bow  before  the  critics  at  War- 
ner’s Beverly  Hills  Theatre,  September  11. 
With  Goldwyn  himself  heading  the  list  of 
those  planning  to  attend,  an  impressive 
aggregation  of  Hollywoodians  will  don 
their  best  bibs  and  tuckers  to  turn  out  for 
the  affair.  Guests  will  include  Walter 
Wanger,  Edward  Small,  Cliff  Work,  Pan- 
dro  Berman,  Darryl  Zanuck,  Harry  Cohn, 
Charles  R.  Rogers,  William  LeBaron  and 
other  studio  executives;  stars  of  the  pic- 
ture including  Andrea  Leeds,  David  Niven 
and  Broderick  Crawford,  and  dozens  of 
others. 

Paramount  will  follow  September  12 
with  the  press  preview  of  the  Frank  Lloyd 
production,  “Rulers  of  the  Sea,”  to  be 
held  at  the  Carthay  Circle  Theatre.  The 
studio’s  exploitation  staff  has  arranged  to 
display  two  “baby  ships” — exact  quarter- 
scale  models  of  a pair  of  vessels  used  in 
the  picture — as  the  highlight  of  an  elabo- 
rate lobby  display.  Grandstands  to  ac- 
commodate first-night  fans  will  be  con- 
structed flanking  the  theatre  forecourt, 
and  the  usual  array  of  floodlights,  gleam- 
ing limousines  and  distinguished  film 
colonists  will  contribute  to  the  glamour  of 
the  affair. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  wall  make  its 
bid  September  14  when  “The  Rains  Came” 
receives  its  press  premiere  at  Grauman’s 
Chinese  Theatre.  Here,  too,  a grandstand 
— capacity  5,000 — will  be  erected  and  plans 
are  being  worked  out  by  studio  publicists 
whereby  the  event  will  be  broadcast  over 
a local  radio  station.  Among  the  guests 
will  be  Louis  Bromfield,  author  of  the 
novel  on  which  the  picture  was  based. 


At  Debut  oi  "The  Women" — 

A scene  at  the  premiere  in  Hollywood  of  Metro’s  newest  “The  Women.”  Left 
to  right:  Louis  B.  Mayer,  Paulette  Goddard,  George  Cukor,  Joan  Crawford 
and  Hunt  Stromberg. 


26 


BOXOFFICE  ::  September  9,  1939 


NEW 

FAVORITES 


EASTMAN’S  three  great  new  films  back 
up  their  special  characteristics  with  typ- 
ical Eastman  reliability  and  uniformity. 
Worthy  successors  to  earlier  Eastman 
emulsions,  they  are  the  new  raw-film  fa- 
vorites of  the  motion  picture  industry. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors, 
Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 


PLUS-X 

for  general  studio  i§se 


for  all  difficult  shots 


SIJPER-XX 


BACKGROIJXD-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  u'orh 
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Anti-Nazi  League  Gears  Self 
For  Sustained  "Isms"  Fight 


More  than  ever  determined  that  no 
stone  must  be  left  unturned  in  efforts  to 
halt  the  spread  of  Nazism,  its  principles 
and  policies,  the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi 
League  is  gearing  itself  to  a record  pitch 
of  activity  now  that  Europe’s  two  most 
powerful  democracies,  England  and  France, 
are  engaged  in  a war  against  Adolf  Hitler 
and  the  totalitarian  government  which  he 
heads  in  Germany. 

That  the  HANL,  spearhead  of  Holly- 
wood’s liberal  movement  and  a bitter  op- 
ponent of  the  “appeasement”  policy  aban- 
doned by  England  when  it  declared  war  on 
Germany,  feels  its  work  has  only  begun 
and  that  it  hopes  to  be  of  invaluable  ser- 
vice during  the  conflict  was  forcefully 
manifested  by  Sonja  Dahl,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  organization  in  a statement  to 
Boxoffice. 

“We  intend  to  do  everything  within  our 
power  to  aid  the  democracies,”  Miss  Dahl 
declared.  “Our  whole  fight,  since  the 
League  was  formed  in  1936,  has  been  to 
stop  Nazism,  and  we  will  continue  along 
the  lines  pursued  during  the  past  three 
years.” 

In  substantiation  of  this  statement. 
Miss  Dahl  pointed  out  a new  link  in  the 
HANL  chain  has  been  forged  in  the  San 
Gabriel  Valley,  where  progressive  citizens 
have  banded  into  a branch  of  the  League 
under  the  leadership  of  R.  C.  Hildebrand. 
Samuel  Ornitz,  screen  writer  and  charter 
member  of  the  HANL.  spoke  at  the  initial 
session  of  the  new  branch. 

To  Strengthen  Weapons 

The  HANL.  Miss  Dahl  said,  will  take 
steps  to  strengthen  its  most  potent  weapons 
— education  and  enlightenment — to  com- 
bat the  Nazi  menace  to  personal  liberty 
and  freedom  of  thought  and  speech.  To 
that  end,  plans  are  now  being  laid  to  make 
it  as  unpleasant  as  possible  for  Fritz 
Wiedemann,  west  coast  consul  for  the  Nazi 
government,  when  he  visits  La  Crescenta 
to  preside  over  “German  Day,”  scheduled 
to  be  held  September  10  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  German-American  City 
Federation,  which  HANL  asserts  is  dom- 
inated by  the  German-American  Bund. 

Developments  abroad  have  forced  the 
Motion  Picture  Democratic  Committee  to 
postpone,  for  one  week,  the  all-industry 
banquet  at  which  the  first  annual  Award 
for  Service  to  Democracy  will  be  presented 
to  the  producer  of  the  picture  deemed  as 
having  made  the  outstanding  contribution 
to  the  democratic  ideal  during  the  1938- 
39  season.  Atty.-Gen.  Frank  Murphy, 
scheduled  to  appear  as  chief  speaker, 
notified  MPDC  leaders  that  the  pressure 
of  official  business  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
as  a result  of  the  war  would  necessi- 
tate setting  back  the  date  until  Sep- 
tember 14.  Advance  reservations  for 
more  than  forty  20th  Century-Fox  rep- 
resentatives have  been  placed  by  Darryl 
Zanuck;  Jack  Warner  has  reserved  ten; 
David  O.  Selznick  has  put  in  a call  for  12 
and  Walter  Wanger  and  Samuel  Goldwyn 
have  reserved  14  places  each.  James  Cag- 
ney. Helen  Gahagan,  Philip  Dunne,  Win- 
field Sheehan  and  others  have  reserved 


blocks  of  tickets  to  the  affair. 

More  than  250  persons,  including  film 
notables,  joined  to  pay  tribute  to  Bishop 
Paul  Yu-Pin,  Catholic  vicar  apostle  of 
Nanking,  China,  upon  his  arrival  in  the 
United  States  to  organize  aid  for  the 
Chinese  people.  A featured  speaker  was 
Pat  O’Brien,  Warner  star,  who  pledged  his 
support  to  the  Chinese  cause  and  deplored 
Japan’s  aggressive  measures  in  the  cur- 
rent conflict. 

Garrison  Films,  Inc.,  has  secured  dis- 
tribution rights  to  “A  Musical  Message 
From  Hollywood,”  a one-reel  short  turned 
out  by  the  Motion  Picture  Guild.  Con- 
taining the  song,  “Mr.  Roosevelt,  Won’t 
You  Please  Run  Again,”  the  film  was  di- 
rected by  Frank  Tuttle  and  Herbert  Biber- 
man.  Jay  Gorney  and  Henry  Myers  wrote 
the  song. 


Holds  Alan  Marshall 

David  Selznick  has  signed  Alan  Marshall, 
featured  player,  for  another  year. 


Frank  McHugh  is  planning  a vacation 
at  Arrowhead  when  his  current  Warner 
assignment  is  completed  . . . The  Troupers 
will  stage  a benefit  show  at  the  Wilshire 
Ebell  Theatre,  September  10,  with  Hugh 
Herbert  and  Charles  Irwin  emceeing  . . . 
Charles  Previn,  Universal’s  musical  direc- 
tor, has  returned  from  Scranton,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  “Tire  Under-Pup”  was 
given  its  world  premiere. 

★ 

Edward  Schellhorn,  Paramount’s  foreign 
press  representative,  is  vacationing  in  New 
York  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  M.  Warner 
have  returned  to  Hollywood  after  an  ex- 
tended stay  in  London. 

★ 

James  Roosevelt  planed  out  for  Hyde 
Park  to  spend  the  Labor  Day  weekend  with 
his  family  . . . Sonja  Henie  has  returned 
to  Hollywood  from  a three-month  vaca- 
tion abroad  and  has  begun  preparations 
for  her  next  assignment  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  . . . Hal  Roach  checked  back  at  the 
studio  after  hunting  locations  in  Nevada 
for  one  of  his  forthcoming  pictures. 

* 

Dennis  Morgan,  Warner  player,  is  plan- 
ning a vacation  at  Lake  Tahoe  when  his 
current  acting  assignment  has  been  com- 
pleted. 

★ 

David  Lipton,  assistant  studio  publicity 
director  at  Universal,  checked  in  after  ac- 
companying 11-year-old  Gloria  Jean  on 
her  recent  trip  to  Scranton,  Pa.,  where 
her  first  starring  picture  was  premiered. 

★ 

Adolph  Zukor,  chairman  of  Paramount’s 
board,  and  John  W . Hicks  jr.,  foreign  sales 
manager,  have  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  a six-week  tour  of  Australia.  They 
conferred  with  Paramount  officials  and 


Fail,  and  Rain — 

Ram  was  no  obstacle  for  Sonja  Henie 
when  she  visited  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair,  her  first  port  of  call  the 
Norwegian  Pavilion.  With  her  at  the 
right  is  Mrs.  Arthur  Wirtz,  trailed  by 
a party  of  friends. 


theatre  executives  there  . . . Wallace  Beery 
planed  out  to  attend  the  opening  of  the 
National  Air  Races  in  Cleveland  . . . James 
Cagney  is  vacationing  for  three  weeks  on 
his  farm  in  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Mass. 

•k 

Crane  Wilbur  has  returned  to  work  at 
Warner  following  a fishing  trip  which  took 
him  to  Lake  Tahoe  . . . Charles  Tedford, 
Warner  writer,  has  been  dispatched  to  Chi- 
cago to  collect  data  for  future  historical 
pictures  . . . Robert  Benchley,  Grover  Jones 
and  Rupert  Hughes  were  featured  as  guest 
speakers  when  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  profes- 
sional journalism  fraternity,  held  its  an- 
nual convention  banquet  at  the  Beverly 
Hills  Hotel.  Metro  supplied  projection 
equipment  and  screened  one  of  its  “Pass- 
ing Parade”  short  subjects,  “The  Story 
That  Couldn’t  Be  Told.” 

* 

Madeleine  Carroll  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob 
Hope  have  returned  to  Hollywood,  having 
successfully  made  their  departures  from 
war-torn  Europe  . . . Director  Theodore 
Reed  and  Scenarist  Don  Hartman  are  back 
at  Paramount  after  journeying  to  New 
York  in  connection  with  preparations  for  a 
forthcoming  film  . . . Producer  Jack  Moss 
and  Director  Stuart  Heisler  of  Paramount 
planed  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  scan  locations 

for  a new  production. 

* 

Clark  Gable  and  Carole  Lombard  are 
spending  several  days  in  the  High  Sierras 
where  Miss  Lombard  is  recuperating  from 
a recent  emergency  operation.  They  re- 
turn September  11,  when  she  is  scheduled 
to  resume  work  in  an  RKO  vehicle  . . . 
Director  John  Farrow  of  RKO  is  planning 
to  join  his  wife,  Maureen  O’Sullivan,  in 
Ireland  when  his  current  assignment  is 
completed. 


Lnema 


tki. 


28 


BOXOFFICE  ::  September  9,  1939 


The  Brudern  Joachim — Harry,  A1  and 
Jimmy — apparently  decided  it  advan- 
tageous to  assume  the  characteristics 
that  go  with  the  name  when  they  chose 
“Ritz”  as  the  high-sounding  cognomen 
under  which  their  joint  Thespic  career 
should  bud  and  blossom. 

With  one  more  picture  to  come  on  their 
20th  Century-Pox  contract,  that  company 
elected  to  fulfill  the  commitment  by  loan- 
ing them  to  Republic  for  parts  in  “The  Hit 
Parade  of  1940.”  This  assignment  the 
Ritzes  declined,  obviously  feeling  that  the 
North  Hollywood  studio  was  not  good 
enough  to  avail  itself  of  their  rib-tickling 
talents.  Whereupon  20th  Century-Fox 
executives  promptly  declared  their  con- 
tract terminated. 

There  has  been  nothing  in  critical  or 
fan  reaction  to  the  feature-length  pictures 
in  which  the  trio  has  been  starred  to  justi- 
fy it  being  choosey  as  to  what  companies 
are  to  produce  its  future  films — if  any.  Nor 
does  a survey  of  the  grosses  of  the  broth- 
ers’ features  indicate  cause  for  such  dis- 
crimination. 

Richard  Dix,  who  was  a firmly-estab- 
lished star  in  his  own  right  long  before  the 
fondest  dreams  of  the  Ritz  Brothers  could 
visualize  topline  billing,  was  recently 
starred  in  a picture  at  Republic.  It  might 
give  the  Joachims  pause  for  thought  to 
review  the  playing  time  and  grosses  en- 
joyed by  “Man  of  Conquest.”  Certainly 
the  Republic -Dix  deal  proved  beneficial 
to  both  the  company  and  the  star. 

Assuming  the  attitude  that  their  talents 
and  services  are  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
smaller  companies  will  do  little  to  bolster 
the  waning  popularity  of  the  Ritzes  in 
production  circles. 


SPEARHEADS 


'By  Tvanjpta't 


being  “the  most  typical  one-horse  town” 
in  America. 

Wonder  if  they  have  ever  heard  of  a 
town  called  Burbank,  Cal.? 


From  the  Parsons  column: 

"A  nice  letter  from  Walter  Yust  asking  me 
to  again  do  the  lead  article  on  motion  pic- 
tures for  the  1940  edition  of  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittanica." 

Congratulations,  Louella,  but  watch  those 
split  infinitives. 


Incidentally,  now  that  the  threatened 
industry  strike  has  been  averted  and  the 
war  in  Europe  is  well  under  way,  some  one 
might  undertake  to  answer  the  burning 
question  regarding  just  who,  if  anyone, 
will  compose  the  words  of  wisdom  designed 
to  enlighten  readers  of  the  august  en- 
cyclopedia anent  the  inner  workings  of 
filmania.  Thus  far  the  Hearst  columnist 
is  the  third  to  be  named  for  the  task,  it 
having  previously  been  announced  that 
Cecil  B.  DeMille,  the  producer,  and  Bill 
Hebert,  the  Selznick  International  pub- 
licist, had  been  booked  for  the  chore. 


Warner  will  give  the  world  premiere  of 
“Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass”  to  the  commun- 
ity which  is  willing  to  step  up  and  admit 


Metro  seems  determined  to  release  the 
Nelson  Eddy-Ilona  Massey  starrer  under 


the  title  “Balalaika.”  At  least  99  per  cent 
of  the  fans  and  exhibitors  will  have  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  proiiouncing  it, 
while  even  fewer  of  them  will  entertain 
any  conception  of  what  it  means — a mari- 
dolin  of  Russian  ancestry  that  has  gone  in 
for  geometry. 


According  to  a local  columnist,  George 
Raft,  recently  returned  from  abroad,  is  tak- 
ing bows  for  having  “pulled  a neat  trick 
upon  his  arrival  in  England.  Disguising  him- 
self as  a tourist,  he  joined  the  crowd  of  auto- 
graph seekers,  waited  with  them  until  they 
gave  up  all  hope  of  seeing  Raft,  then  took 
the  boat  train  to  London.” 

For  several  months  prior  to  the  decision  of 
Warner  to  use  the  Raftian  talents  in  “Each 
Dawn  I Die,"  Raft  had  no  difficulty  in  avoid- 
ing his  fans  either  inside  or  outside  of  the 
nation's  theatres. 

One  of  the  smartest  exploitation  stunts 
of  recent  months,  and  one  which  is  attract- 
ing more  than  ordinary  attention  from 
press  and  public  alike,  is  creditable  to 
John  LeRoy  Johnston,  under  whose  ef- 
ficient management  Walter  Wanger’s 
product  is  publicized.  Several  weeks  ago, 
the  Wanger  company  announced  that  it 
would  find  the  American  couple  married 
the  longest  and  treat  the  husband  and 
wife  to  a trip  to  the  New  York  World’s 
Pair  and  the  world  premiere  of  “Eternally 
Yours.”  Johnston  now  is  investigating  re- 
ports of  a pair  of  Texans,  aged  109  and 
105  who  have  been  married  for  81  years. 

It  is  human  interest,  space-command- 
ing undertakings  of  this  character,  con- 
ceived all  too  infrequently  by  the  indus- 
try’s public  relations  brains,  which  illus- 
trate the  possibility  of  valuable  exploita- 
tion without  the  expenditure  of  staggering 
sums  of  money. 


Ice,  Intrigue  and  Indifferent 


The  long  Labor  Day  weekend,  the  out- 
break of  war  in  Europe  and  the  averted 
industry  strike  may  have  been  the  rea- 
sons for  the  slim  pickings  that  confronted 
that  Hollywood  contingent  which  con- 
siders previews  an  essential  element  in  its 
weekly  activities.  Only  four  pictures,  none 
of  which  even  approached  the  super  class, 
were  submitted  to  the  scrutiny  of  re- 
viewers. 

In  this  far-from-competitive  field,  Sol 
Lesser’s  “Everything’s  on  Ice,”  an  RKO 
Radio  release,  rated  as  the  best.  In  the 
upper  bracket  of  program  entertainment, 
this  gives  six-year-old  Irene  Dare  her  first 
starring  opportunity,  and  one  of  which 
she  takes  full  advantage.  Lesser  obviously 
went  the  limit  to  provide  her  with  better- 
than-average  production  and  a number 
of  well-spotted  and  scintillating  ice-skat- 
ing routines  which  more  than  compen- 
sate for  the  somewhat  run-of-the-mill 
story  thread.  Little  Irene  manages  her 
lines  with  poise,  serving  notice  that  ex- 
perience will  round  her  out  as  a clever 
child  actress,  and  establishes  herself  as 
nothing  short  of  a phenomenon  on  the 


ice.  Her  amazing  grace  and  skill  on  skates 
should  win  the  plaudits  of  every  audience 
and  assure  Lesser  of  a mounting  boxoffice 
value  for  his  child  discovery.  Erie  C.  Ken- 
ton directed  with  smoothness  and  finesse. 

* 

Two  qualified  as  acceptable  program 
material  in  the  action  category. 

Doubly  appealing  because  of  its  timely 
martial  atmosphere  and  through  the  in- 
clusion of  an  abundance  of  action,  story 
and  production  values.  Republic’s  “Calling 
All  Marines”  should  be  as  warmly  wel- 
comed in  the  supporting  program  niche 
for  which  it  was  made  as  have  the  genuine' 
U.  S.  leathernecks  whenever  called  upon 
to  protect  America’s  citizens  and  proper- 
ties. The  cast,  while  not  super-powered, 
is  entirely  adequate,  and  Armand  Schae- 
fer has  handled  his  production  assignment 
ably.  Earl  Felton’s  script,  based  on  a story 
idea  by  Harrison  Carter,  is  well-knit  and 
builds  to  a suspenseful  climax,  upon  which 
John  H.  Auer  capitalized  to  the  utmost  in 
his  direction. 

Certain  to  fully  satisfy  the  sagebrush- 


and-six-gun  addicts  is  Monogram’s  new- 
est Tex  Ritter  opus,  “Riders  of  the  Fron- 
tier,” in  which  Ritter  warbles,  shoots  and 
punches  his  adventurous  way  through  an- 
other standardly  tailored  vehicle.  Pro- 
ducer Edward  Finney  paid  particular  at- 
tention to  the  outdoor  locales,  which  the 
photography  captured  in  striking  beauty. 
Spencer  Gordon  Bennet’s  direction  and 
the  original  screenplay  by  Jesse  Duffy  and 
Joseph  Levering  are  well  up  to  par. 

* * ^ 

From  Britain  came  the  fourth  member 
of  the  quartette,  Imperator  Films’  “A 
Royal  Divorce,”  starring  Ruth  Chatterton. 
Extremely  ponderous  and  overly  theatrical, 
it  is  an  allegedly  historical  version  of  the 
lives  of  Napoleon  and  Josephine,  haggard- 
ly in  direction,  short  on  action  and  sus- 
pense, and  long  on  dialogue,  its  chances 
of  being  accepted  by  average  American 
audiences  are  probably  very  slim,  although 
it  may  receive  limited  acclaim  in  the  class 
houses.  Production  is  by  no  means  opu- 
lent, judging  from  Hollywood  standards, 
and  Miss  Chatterton,  though  striving 
valiantly,  is  badly  miscast  as  Josephine. 
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Production  Activity 
Decreased  to  37 


Possibly  as  the  forerunner  of  a general 
production  curtailment  occasioned  by  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  Europe,  film-making 
activity  at  the  major  plants  has  dropped  to 
a total  of  37,  with  ten  others  in  prepara- 
tory stages  for  immediate  starts. 

Columbia  shoved  off  “Renegade  Law” 
and.  for  release  by  that  company,  Larry 
Darmour  gunned  a new  Jack  Holt  starrer, 
“Illicit  Cargo,”  to  give  the  studio  a four- 
picture  total.  Metro  started  “Broadway 
Melody  of  1940,”  totaling  five  in  work. 
Monogram  has  two,  including  “Scouts  of 
the  Air,”  a new  starter. 

“Strange  Money”  and  “The  Farmer’s 
Daughter”  got  underway  at  Paramount, 
while  “Diamonds  Are  Dangerous”  and 
“Untamed”  were  completed.  Studio  has 
eight  in  production.  RKO  Radio  lists  four, 
with  Sol  Lesser  starting  “Escape  to  Para- 
dise,” and  “Sued  for  Libel,”  “The  Marshal 
of  Mesa  City”  and  “Allegheny  Frontier” 
finishing.  “Jeepers  Creepers”  got  the 
starting  signal  at  Republic,  with  “Sabo- 
tage” and  “The  Kansas  Terrors”  going  into 
the  cutting  rooms.  Two  are  in  work  at 
the  plant. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  started  “The 
Bluebird”  to  total  five  in  work.  Universal 
has  six,  having  launched  “Destry  Rides 
Again”  and  completing  “Listen,  Kids.”  No 
new  starts  were  scheduled  among  United 
Artists  producers,  who  have  a total  of  two 
filming.  Warner  started  “Uncle  Sam 
Awakens”  and  finished  “The  Roaring 
Twenties,”  emerging  with  a five-picture 
total. 


Warner  Completes  19 
On  New  Season  Slate 

Warner  has  19  features  completed  for 
release  during  the  new  season  which  starts 
this  week.  The  studio  plans  a total  of  48 
for  1939-40. 

The  following  are  either  in  the  cutting 
rooms  or  ready  for  release: 

“The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and 
Essex,”  co-starring  Bette  Davis  and  Errol 
Flynn. 

“The  Roaring  Twenties,”  starring  James 
Cagney  with  Priscilla  Lane,  Humphrey 
Bogart  and  Jeffrey  Lynn. 

“City  of  Lost  Men,”  with  a cast  topped 
by  Jolin  Garfield,  Ann  Sheridan  and  Pat 
O'Brien. 

“Dust  Be  My  Destiny,”  starring  John 
Garfield  and  PriscUla  Lane  with  Alan 
Hale. 

“The  Old  Maid,”  co-starring  Bette  Davis 
and  Miriam  Hopkins. 

“A  Child  Is  Bom,”  with  Geraldine  Fitz- 
gerald, Jeffrey  Lynn  and  Gladys  George. 

“Angels  Wash  Their  Faces,”  starring 
Ann  Sheridan  with  the  Dead  End  Kids. 

“On  Your  Toes,”  starring  Zorina  with 
Eddie  Albert. 

“Espionage  Agent,”  starring  Joel  Mc- 
Crea  with  Jeffrey  Lynn  and  Brenda  Mar- 
shall. 

“Secret  Enemy,”  featuring  Margaret 


Admiration  Study — 

Barbara  Stanioyck  displays  to  William 
Holden  the  Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon 
Award  presented  her  when,  last  May, 
the  National  Screen  Council  selected 
Paramount’s  ‘‘Union  Pacific”  as  the 
best  general  feature  released  during 
that  month.  Miss  Stanwyck,  who  had 
the  feminine  lead  in  that  film,  is  cur- 
rently appearing  in  ‘‘Remember  the 
Night”  at  Paramount  and  was  visited 
on  the  set  by  Holden,  one  of  the  stu- 
dio’s featured  players. 


Lindsay  and  Boris  Karloff. 

“Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass,”  with  Gantry, 
famous  blind  jumping  horse,  and  Edith 
FeUowes. 

“PhUo  Vance  Comes  Back,”  featuring 
James  Stephenson,  Margot  Stevenson  and 
Henry  O’Neill. 

“Lady  Dick,”  with  Jane  Wyman,  Dick 
Foran  and  Gloria  Dickson. 

“Dead  End  Kids  on  Dress  Parade,”  with 
the  Dead  End  Kids,  John  Litel  and  Cissie 
Loftus. 

“The  Return  of  Dr.  X,”  featuring  Wayne 
Morris,  Humphrey  Bogart  and  Rosemary 
Lane. 

“Kid  Nightingale,”  with  John  Payne  and 
Jane  Wyman. 

“No  Place  to  Go,”  featuring  Dennis  Mor- 
gan, Gloria  Dickson  and  Fred  Stone. 

“Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden  Staircase,” 
with  Bonita  Granville  and  Frankie 
Thomas. 

“Smashing  the  Money  Ring,”  featuring 
Ronald  Reagan,  Margot  Stevenson  and 
Eddie  Foy  jr. 


Bally s "Deuces" 

Fred  Stanley  has  been  engaged  to  han- 
dle publicity  and  details  of  the  premiere 
for  Boris  Morros’  initial  production,  “The 
Flying  Deuces,”  co-starring  Laurel  and 
Hardy.  Stanley  will  work  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  RKO  studio  publicity 
staff,  as  the  picture  is  being  released  by 
that  company. 


Judell  Distribution 
Territories  Sold 

Having  sold  distribution  rights  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  plan- 
ning to  open  eight  new  branches  in  his  own 
chain  of  exchanges  October  1,  Ben  Judell, 
president  of  both  Producers  Pictures  Corp. 
and  Producers  Distributing  Corp.,  has  an- 
nounced all  sales  territories  throughout 
the  nation  have  been  disposed  of.  The  first 
in  a schedule  of  60  pictures  for  the  1939-40 
season,  “Torture  Ship,”  is  now  well  imder 
way  at  Grand  National  with  Victor  Hal- 
perin  directing. 

Judell  disclosed  Ed  Boreth  of  Masterpiece 
Film  Attractions,  Inc.,  has  been  awarded 
the  Philadelphia  franchise,  and  George 
J.  Gill  of  Trio  Productions,  Inc.,  has  gar- 
nered the  Washington  territory. 

“Torture  Ship”  will  be  followed  on  Ju- 
dell’s  production  schedule  by  “Hitler — 
Beast  of  Berlin”  and  “The  Sagebrush  Fam- 
ily Trails  West.” 

The  U.  S.  district  court  has  approved 
the  appointment  by  the  trustee  in  bank- 
ruptcy of  Jesse  J.  Goldberg  as  agent  to 
liquidate  the  product  assets  of  Maurice 
Conn’s  bankrupt  Ambassador  and  Conn 
Pictures  corporations.  The  two  concerns 
have  32  pictures  on  hand,  which  Gold- 
berg, in  a swing  around  the  21  exchanges 
handling  the  product,  will  attempt  to  dis- 
pose of. 

The  delay  of  E.  W.  Hammons,  Grand 
National  president,  in  consummating  a 
$1,000,000  loan  which  is  being  negotiated 
with  Felt  and  Co.,  eastern  financiers, 
caused  Franklyn  Warner,  president  of  Fine 
Arts  Pictures — off-again-on-again  GN  af- 
filiate— to  travel  to  New  York  for  addi- 
tional conferences  with  the  GN  head  man. 
Warner  is  withholding  delivery  of  “Isle 
of  Destiny,”  filmed  in  Cosmocolor,  to  GN, 
and  reportedly  may  seek  another  release  for 
it  and  the  balance  of  his  new  1939-40 
program,  all  of  which  will  be  produced  in 
that  color  process. 


Budget  Gene  Autry's  Next 
Three  at  $150^000  Each 

Gene  Autry’s  next  three  vehicles  for  Re- 
public will  be  budgeted  at  $150,000  each, 
nearly  twice  the  amount  usually  allotted 
this  western  series.  Headlining  the  trio, 
under  William  Berke’s  production  guid- 
ance, will  be  “The  Grand  Old  Op’ry,”  based 
on  a transcontinental  radio  show,  for 
which  most  of  the  ether  show’s  entertain- 
ers are  being  signed. 


"Tanganyika  Exploit"  to 
20th-Fox  as  Color  Film 

“The  Tanganyika  Exploit,”  a story  of 
British  army  maneuvers  in  Africa  during 
the  last  World  War,  has  been  added  to 
20th  Century-Fox’s  production  schedule, 
with  Otto  Brower  slated  to  direct.  Brower 
will  take  a cast  and  crew  to  Africa  in 
January,  the  picture  to  be  filmed  in  color. 
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SCRIPTERS 


— Columbia 

LEW  MELTZER  and  DANIEL  TARADASH  to 
“The  Dame  From  Newark,”  slated  as  a co- 
starrer  for  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  William  Holden. 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

FREDERICK  HAZLITT  BRENNAN  borrowed 
from  Paramount  to  do  screenplay  of  “Sweetheart 
of  Turret  One,”  navy  story  by  Frank  Wead. 

— Metro 

LAWRENCE  HAZARD  to  “Valedictory.”  Harry 
Rapf  produces. 

— Paramount 

FRANK  WEAD  and  ALAN  LEMAY  to  “North- 
west Mounted  Police,”  Cec.l  B.  DeMille  produc- 
tion. 

EDDIE  MORAN  and  ZION  MYERS  teanred  with 
BILL  MORROW  and  ED  BELOIN  on  “Buck 
Benny  Rides  Again,”  forthcoming  Jack  Benny 
starrer. 

— RKO  Radio 

DALTON  TRUMBO  to  “Curtain  Call,”  from  an 
original  by  S.  K.  Lauren,  which  will  feature  Anne 
Shirley. 

— Republic 

JAN  FORTUNE  to  “Dark  Man.” 

HARRISON  JACOBS  to  an  untitled  vehicle  for 
Rov  Rogers. 

EARL  FELTON  to  “Should  Wives  Work?”  Pic- 
ture is  next  in  the  “Higgins  Family”  series. 

KAREN  DE  WOLFE  to  “Down  By  the  Old  Mill 
Stream. ’’  a Gene  Autry  starrer. 

— Universal 

ROY  CHANSLOR  to  “Honeymoon  Deferred”  for 
Producer  George  Y'ohalen. 

WILLIAM  ULLMAN  jr.  to  “Our  Home  Town." 

Metro  Has  11  Short  Films 
Poised  for  Production 

Metro’s  shorts  department  has  11  sub- 
jects slotted  to  start  this  month,  signaling 
the  launching  of  the  1939-40  production 
season.  Included  are  one  Pete  Smith 
“Specialty;”  a Carey  Wilson  “miniature;” 
one  production  by  Lewis  Lewyn;  two  “Our 
Gang”  comedies;  a John  Nesbitt  “Passing 
Parade;”  a James  FitzPatrick  “Travel- 
talk;”  two  cartoons,  one  each  from  Ru- 
dolf Ising  and  Hugh  Harman,  and  two 
“Crime  Does  Not  Pay”  shorts. 


20th’F OX  Completes  "Chan" 
Schedule  lor  New  Season 

Twentieth  Century-Pox’s  schedule  of 
“Chan”  vehicles  for  the  1939-40  slate  has 
been  completed  with  the  addition  of 
“Charlie  Chan  in  Panama”  and  “Charlie 
Chan  on  the  Orient  Express”  to  the  sched- 
ule. Sidney  Toler  will  continue  in  the  title 
role  and  John  Stone  will  function  as  asso- 
ciate producer. 

Lester  Ziffren  and  John  Larkin  are 
scripting  “Charlie  Chan  in  Panama”  for 
an  October  camera  start. 


"Red  Butterlly"  Scheduled 
For  Metro  Production 

Metro  has  disclosed  plans  to  produce 
“Red  Butterfly,”  basing  the  plot  on  the 
life  of  Dr.  Goldberger,  who  discovered  the 
pellagra  germ  and  the  cure  for  it.  Pro- 
duction has  been  delegated  to  Edward 
Chodorov. 


Carpenters  Get  Hike 

studio  carpenters  have  been  granted  a 
10  per  cent  wage  increase,  affecting  3,000 
workers,  the  membership  learned  in  a gen- 
eral meeting  here.  The  tilt  was  the  out- 
come of  the  short-lived  basic  agreement 
parley  in  Newark  recently. 


A Silence  Shrouds 
West  Coast  Probe 

Secrecy  continues  to  shroud  the  recent- 
ly-launched investigation  by  Charles  H. 
Carr,  assistant  U.  S.  attorney-general, 
into  such  film  industry  matters  as  alleged 
labor  racketeering,  possible  income  tax 
evasions  and  corporate  affairs.  Spokes- 
men for  Carr  maintain  that  the  investi- 
gator has  “no  comment”  to  make,  but  in- 
dicate that  satisfactory  progress  is  being 
made. 

Attaches  admitted  that  Carr  conferred 
for  some  time  with  William  Bioff,  at  one 
time  lATSE  coordinator  on  the  west  coast, 
and  that  he  had  questioned  a delegation 
of  extras  and  vaudeville  performers.  Sub- 
ject of  the  examinations,  however,  was 
not  revealed. 


Assign  Jacques  Tourneur 
To  First  "Nick  Carter" 

Metro  has  assigned  Jacques  Tourneur 
to  direct  “Nick  Carter,”  first  in  the  pro- 
jected series  which  Lucien  Hubbard  will 
produce. 

Tourneur  has  been  piloting  short  sub- 
jects, his  first  feature-length  assigmnent 
having  been  “They  All  Come  Out,”  which 
was  stretched  to  full  length  from  three 
reels. 

REVIEW 

FLASHES 

BLACKMAIL  (M-G-M) — Red  blooded,  gripping 
and  original  story  of  chain  gangs,  oil  well 
fires  and  the  men  who  fight  them,  offers 
Edward  G.  Robinson  a role  which  fits  his 
talents  like  a glove.  The  result  is  action 
entertainment  of  the  highest  order  with 
never  a dull  moment  and  the  potentialities 
for  topnotch  business.  John  W.  Considine 
produced;  H.  C.  Potter  directed. 

CALLING  ALL  MARINES  (Rep)— Endowed 
with  sufficient  action,  story  and  production 
values  to  make  it  a highly  acceptable  pro- 
gram material  under  any  circumstances,  its 
appeal  is  enhanced  by  the  timeliness  of 
its  martial  theme.  Donald  Barry,  Helen 
Mack,  Warren  Hymer.  John  H.  Auer  di- 
rected. 

ONE  HOUR  TO  LIVE  (Univ)— Although  the 
title  carries  no  meaning  to  what  transpires, 
film  on  subsequent  examination  reveals  an 
action  yarn  of  program  merit  which  has 
Charles  Bickford  performing  commendably 
as  the  police  officer  who  gets  his  man. 
Doris  Nolan  is  the  feminine  lead.  Harold 
Schuster  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

JOE  LEWIS  signed  to  directorial  contract.  Ho 
joins  the  Irving  Briskin  production  unit. 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

PHILIP  MacDONALD  joins  writing  staff  t ) 
work  on  an  untitled  original. 

— Metro 

ARNOLD  GILLESPIE,  head  of  miniature  de- 
partment, signed  to  new  contract. 

IRVING  BRECHER,  writer,  given  new  contract. 
CHARLES  A.  GREENE  jr.  joins  studio  as 
writer,  reader  and  member  of  research  depart- 
ment, working  in  the  short  subjects  unit. 

LESSER  SAMUELS  added  to  writing  depar';* 
ment. 

ROBERT  PLANCK  given  one-year  contract  re- 
newal as  head  cameraman. 

HUGH  HARMAN  and  RUDOLF  ISING.  heading 
individual  cartoon-making  units,  each  signed  to 
new  pacts. 

SCOTT  LITTLETON  joins  writing  staff  in  short 
subjects  department. 

KATHERINE  GRAYSON,  Ki-year-old  singer, 
signed  to  long-term  contract. 

—Paramount 

WILLIAM  HENRY,  featured  player,  held  for 
another  year. 

ELLEN  DREW,  actress,  given  contract  exten- 
sion for  one-year  period. 

IDA  LUPINO  given  extension  on  original  one- 
picture  acting  agreement. 

MADELEINE  CARROLL  draw.s  new  one-year 
acting  contract.  Her  next  assignment  will  be 
“vSafari,”  opposite  Fred  MacMurray. 

— KKO  Radio 

.JOHN  TWIST  given  pickup  on  writing  contract, 
beginning  his  fourth  consecutive  year  on  the  lot. 

— Republic 

NORMAN  HOUSTON  joins  writing  staff  to  work 
on  serials. 

— Selznick  International 

JOAN  FONTAINE  given  long-term  acting  con- 
tract. She  has  been  set  for  the  feminine  lead 
opposite  Laurence  Olivier  in  “Rebecca.” 

ALAN  MARSHALL  held  for  another  year  a.s  fea- 
tured player. 

— Slephens-Lang 

RICHARD  BALDWIN  signs  three-picture  con- 
tract to  appear  in  the  remaining  “Dr.  Christian  ’ 
pictures  for  RKO  Radio  release. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

CESAR  ROMERO  draws  new  long-term  acting 
contract. 

HILLARY  LYNN  signs  writing  contract. 

SEN  YUNG,  of  the  “Charlie  Chan”  series,  given 
new  pact;  LYNN  BARI  and  KATHERINE  ALD- 
RIDGE, featured  players,  held  for  extended  terms, 

— Warner  Bros. 

ROBERT  KENT,  currently  scripting  “Floating 
Trouble,”  given  term  writing  ticket. 

PRISCILLA  LANE  draws  new  acting  contract. 
ABEM  FINKEL,  writer,  given  contract  exten- 
sion. 

HOWARD  KOCH,  writer,  held  for  another  term. 
JERRY  WALD,  writer,  held  for  another  year. 


Wm.  Pereira  Designer  lor 
New  Paramount  Studio 

A substantial  step  toward  launching 
construction  of  Paramount’s  new  $12,- 
000,000  studio  in  West  Los  Angeles  was 
taken  when  T.  Keith  Glennan,  operations 
manager,  announced  William  Pereira, 
noted  industrial  designer,  had  been  en- 
gaged as  chief  architect  and  construction 
coordinator.  Much  of  Pereira’s  experience 
in  the  architectural  field  has  been  in  the 
designing  of  modern  motion  picture 
theatres. 

Glennan  announced  work  will  actually 
start  when  necessary  ordinances  are  ob- 
tained and  the  storm  drain  contract  for 
that  area  is  completed. 


Readying  "Calilornian" 

At  Fox  lor  Maegowan 

“The  Californian,”  a story  of  early  days 
in  this  state,  is  being  developed  as  a Ken- 
neth Maegowan  production  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. Sam  Heilman  is  doing  the 
script,  with  Tyrone  Power  tentatively  set 
for  the  title  role. 
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Defendants  Are  Mum 
On  Contempt  Suit 

Los  Angeles — Comment  by  Charles  Skou' 
ras,  Fox  West  Coast  president,  who  de- 
clared “There  is  nothing  I can  say  at  this 
time”  in  answer  to  the  government’s  action 
in  bringing  criminal  contempt  proceedings 
against  PWC  and  seven  major  distributors, 
characterized  the  reaction  of  every  com- 
pany and  individual  involved  in  the  suits. 
Other  than  Skouras’  terse  statement,  an 
unbroken  silence  has  been  maintained,  in- 
dicating defendants  will  not  make  their 
plans  known  until  they  appear  in  U.  S. 
district  court  October  16.  On  that  date 
they  have  been  ordered  to  appear  to  show 
cause  why  they  should  not  be  tried  on 
the  contempt  charges. 

The  action  culminates  a two-year  local 
investigation  by  Albert  J.  Law  and  Harold 
Collins,  special  department  of  justice  dep- 
uties, who  last  spring  submitted  to  their 
superiors  in  Washington  a voluminous  re- 
port of  the  data  collected  during  an  ex- 
haustive probe  of  the  books  and  records 
of  FWC  and  every  major  distributor  ex- 
cept Columbia.  The  Law-Collins  investi- 
gation was  made  as  the  result  of  charges 
by  independent  exhibitors  and  distributors 
that  the  majors  and  FWC  were  guilty  of 
violating  anti-trust  ordinances  and  breach- 
ing the  1930  consent  decree. 

Law  and  Collins,  who  filed  the  proceed- 
ceedings  here,  made  no  further  comment 
and  declared  that  any  statement  about  the 
case  would  have  to  come  from  their  Wash- 
ington headquarters. 

The  government  has  been  given  until 
October  2 to  effect  service  on  the  defend- 
ants and  the  case  has  been  assigned  to 
Judge  George  Cosgrave. 


FWC  Partner  in  New  House 
To  Be  Built  in  Ventura 

Ventura,  Cal. — A new  600-seat  house  is 
to  be  constructed  here  by  Principal  Thea- 
tres, Fox  West  Coast  subsidiary,  in  part- 
nership with  Charles  Corcoran,  already 
operating  two  theatres  here.  The  new 
theatre  \^’lll  be  designed  as  a first-run  and 
moveover  house,  supplanting  the  present 
American  Theatre. 

A third  independent  house,  the  Mission, 
is  owned  and  operated  by  Mrs.  Jennie 
Dodge. 


Outline  National  Theatres 
Drive  to  FWC  Managers 

Los  Angeles — Details  of  the  fourth  an- 
nual National  Theatres  drive,  which 
opened  September  3,  were  outlined  to  Fox 
West  Coast  house  managers  by  Charles 
P.  Skouras,  circuit  president,  at  a special 
“pep”  session.  Skouras  also  awarded 
prizes  amounting  to  more  than  $2,100  to 
house  managers  and  bookers  who  placed 
in  FWC’s  “Appreciation  Week”  last  August 
13-19. 


Service  Patrons  on 
European  Crisis 

Los  Angeles — Patrons  o{  Fox  West 
Coast  theatres  in  Pasadena,  South 
Pasadena  and  Glendale  were  kept  in- 
formed of  last-minute  developments  in 
the  European  crisis  through  news 
broadcasts  spotted  at  intervals  through- 
out the  show.  The  stunt  was  worked 
out  by  B.  V.  Sturdivant,  district  man- 
ager, in  cooperation  with  Station  KNX 
and  the  Columbia  network's  news  staff. 


West's  First  Telenews 
House  Bows  in  S.  F. 


San  Francisco  — The  first  Telenews 
Theatre  west  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  was  opened 
in  San  Francisco  last  Saturday  with  im- 
pressive ceremonies.  The  house  is  oper- 
ated by  the  Newsreel  Theatres  Chain  of 
New  York. 

Pre-opening  publicity  was  in  the  form  of 
spot  radio  announcements  that  were  used 
during  news  broadcast  periods,  newspaper 
advertisements  and  publicity,  and  hand- 
bills which  were  circulated  in  the  down- 
town district.  Kleig  lights  flooded  the 
skies  as  the  NBC  Coast  Red  network  car- 
ried a half-hour  broadcast  of  the  opening 
ceremonies  from  the  lobby  of  the  theatre. 

Prominent  at  the  broadcast  were  Angelo 
J.  Rossi,  mayor  of  San  Francisco;  Lt.-Gov. 
Ellis  Patterson,  Dave  Rubinoff,  Harry 
Baris,  Loyce  Whiteman  of  Hollywood,  and 
Frank  Vail  and  Joe  Rucker,  newsreel 
cameramen  from  Pathe  and  Paramount, 
respectively. 

The  theatre  has  a seating  capacity  of 
400  and  is  situated  in  the  shopping,  rather 
than  the  theatre,  district,  in  order  to  at- 
tract persons  desiring  an  hour  of  relaxa- 
tion. For  the  further  convenience  of  its 
patrons  it  has  a spacious  and  well-ap- 
pointed lounge  and  recreation  room 
equipped  with  concealed  loud  speakers 
which  bring  announcements  and  news 
broadcasts  to  the  patrons  regularly. 

Clipper  and  domestic  air  service  are  used 
to  bring  newsreels  from  Europe  and  the 
Orient  within  three  days  from  the  time 
the  scenes  are  shot.  Telenews  also  main- 
tains its  own  newsreel  cameraman  for 
shooting  in  the  Bay  area. 

Ellis  Levy  and  John  H.  Tobin  are  in 
charge  of  the  local  theatre.  Officials  of 
the  company,  all  of  whom  were  here  for 
the  opening,  include:  Herbert  Sheftel, 
president;  A1  Burger,  secretary-treasurer, 
and  W.  Freeman  Githens,  in  charge  of 
operations. 


Carnival  Ban  Hearing 

Seattle — The  public  hearing  on  the  pro- 
posal to  ban  carnivals  from  Seattle,  push- 
ed by  the  MPTO  of  the  Northwest  and  the 
Theatrical  Federation,  will  be  held  be- 
fore the  city  council  on  September  11. 
Fighting  the  ban  is  Hamlet  Dodd,  attor- 
ney representing  the  W.  C.  Huggins  Shows. 


ITO  lo  Meet  Despite 
Absence  of  Rodgers 

Los  Angeles — Although  the  pressure  of 
business  called  William  F.  Rodgers,  Metro 
sales  head  and  co-chairman  of  the  trade 
practice  code  committee,  to  Chicago  im- 
expectedly,  the  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Southern  California  and  Arizona  an- 
nounced it  would  not  cancel  its  scheduled 
board  meeting,  set  for  September  8,  for 
which  Rodgers  had  promised  to  be  on  hand. 

Robert  Poole,  executive  secretary  of  the 
ITO,  disclosed  the  directorate  would  be 
given  a complete  report  of  the  conference 
which  he  and  President  A1  Galston  held 
with  Rodgers  shortly  after  the  latter’s  ar- 
rival here.  At  that  time  Rodgers  promised  to 
“make  very  effort”  to  complete  his  data 
pertaining  to  changes  made  in  the  code 
draft  and  make  a definite  announcement 
relating  thereto  at  the  board  meeting. 

Rodgers  also  declared  he  would  do  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  secure  the  two  con- 
cessions requested  by  the  ITO — banning  of 
commercial  previews  and  first-run  move- 
overs,  to  which  the  ITO  has  long  ob- 
jected. Poole  declared  Rodgers  would  prob- 
ably communicate  with  him  before  the 
board  session. 

Chief  item  of  business  scheduled  for  the 
meeting  was  to  be  the  election  of  a new 
board  of  directors  for  the  coming  season. 


14  Warner  Players  Are  on 
P,  A,  Tour  of  the  Coast 

Los  Angeles — Warner  has  sent  14  con- 
tract players  on  a coast  personal  appear- 
ance tour  for  which  stops  have  been  sched- 
uled at  various  independent  theatres  which 
have  bought  the  company’s  product  for 
the  new  season.  The  aggregation  was  set 
to  stop  first  at  San  Francisco,  then  con- 
tinue on  to  Seattle,  Portland,  Oakland, 
Sacramento  and  other  cities.  On  Septem- 
ber 15  they  will  make  a return  appear- 
ance in  San  Francisco,  attending  the  Los 
Angeles  Day  celebration  at  the  Golden 
Gate  Exposition. 

Included  in  the  party  are  Priscilla  Lane, 
Lya  Lys,  Ronald  Reagan,  John  Payne,  Den- 
nis Morgan,  Gloria  Dickson,  William  Lun- 
digan,  James  Stephenson,  Jean  Parker 
Isabel  Jewel,  Barbara  Pepper,  Jane  Gil- 
bert, Lucille  Fairbanks  and  Claire  Wind- 
sor. 


lATSE  Holds  46th  Annual 
Banquet  in  Seattle 

Seattle — Tlie  theatrical  stage  employes 
union  held  its  46th  annual  banquet  at 
midnight  in  the  Washington  Hotel,  with 
George  Thomas,  only  surviving  charter 
member,  in  attendance.  The  committee 
handling  the  arrangements  included  Sam 
Sands,  Floyd  “Stubby”  Hart,  for  years 
stage  manager  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre, 
and  Basil  Gray.  O.  M.  Jacobson,  repre- 
sentative of  the  union,  was  the  principal 
speaker. 
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"Field  Marshal"  in  Hollywood — 

In  the  capacity  of  “Field  Marshal”  for  W.  J.  Heineman’s 
western  division  in  the  current  Exhibitor  Sponsored  Testi- 
monial to  New  Universal,  L.  J.  McGinley  visited  the  Universal 
studios  to  gather  first-hand  information  on  product  now  under 
way.  In  the  picture  at  top  left,  McGinley  (second  from  right) 
is  welcomed  by  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  Cliff  Work  and  Nate  J. 
Blumberg.  Upper  right  he  is  shown  on  the  “First  Love”  set 
with  Deanna  Durbin  and  Henry  Koster.  At  the  immediate 
right  he  visits  Basil  Rathbone,  Boris  Karloff,  Vincent  Price 
and  Rowland  V.  Lee  on  the  “Tower  of  London”  set.  Other  pro- 
ductions he  inspected  in  work  were  “Green  Hell,”  with  Douglas 
Fairbanks  jr.  and  Joan  Bennett;  “Rio,”  with  Sigrid  Gurie,  Leo 
Carrillo  and  Robert  Cummings,  and  “Listen  Kids,”  with  Al 
Rogell,  Johnny  Downs  and  Constance  Moore.  Other  individ- 
uals he  visited  included  Harry  Edington,  John  Brahm,  Rich- 
ard Arlen,  Andy  Devine  and  Johnny  Mack  Brown. 


IjIm 

^ *•  1 

He  Sells  'Em  Singles 
In  a Dual-Bill  Town 

San  Francisco — ^When  opposition  houses 
here  lowered  prices  on  a double-feature 
policy,  Charles  Schlaifer,  managing  direc- 
tor of  Herman  Cohen’s  United  Artists  The- 
atre, had  a job  of  selling  to  do  on  single 
features  without  price  cuts.  This  he  pro- 
ceeded to  do  in  a two-headed  campaign. 

One  branch  of  the  campaign  plugged  all 
United  Artists  newspaper  ads  with  single- 
feature praise.  Such  lines  as  the  following 
were  used  freely  in  varying  degree  of 
prominence;  “Entertainment  As  You  Like 
it.  With  Pictures  So  Big  We  Present  Sin- 
gle Features  Exclusively;  Everyone  Knows 
Big  Pictures  Always  Play  Single  Bill.”  No 
mention  was  made  of  the  difference  in  ad- 
mission prices. 

The  second  angle  in  Schlaifer’s  campaign 
was  trailer  copy  playing  up  single  features 
quite  strongly.  Herewith  the  text  of  one 
of  the  trailers: 

THANK  YOU 

SAN  FRANCISCO! 

THROUGH  THE  PAST  SEVERAL 
YEARS  WE  EXCLUSIVELY  HAVE  PRE- 
SENTED SINGLE  FEATURES  IN  SPITE 


OF  THE  FACT  THAT  OTHER  THEA- 
TRES SHOW  DOUBLE  FEATURES  . . . 
YOUR  SUPPORT  AS  EVIDENCED  BY 
YOUR  PATRONAGE  HAS  PROVEN  TO 
US  THAT  THERE  ARE  THOUSANDS  OF 
DISCRIMINATING  MOVIE  GOERS  IN 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

IT  IS  THEREFORE  WITH  PARDON- 
ABLE PRIDE  THAT  WE  LOOK  BACK 
AT  OUR  RECORD  AND  WITH  THE  CON- 
FIDENT FEELING  OF  KNOWING  WHAT 
YOU  . . . THE  PUBLIC  . . . WANT  THAT 
WE  NOW  INAUGURATE  OUR 
GREATEST  YEAR 
OF  THE  FINEST  PICTURES 
EVER  PRESENTED  IN  ANY  THEATRE 
EXCLUSIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  AS  YOU 
LIKE  IT.  OUR  PICTURES  ARE  SO  BIG 
THAT  THEY  PLAY  SINGLE  FEATURE 
ONLY! 

ACTIONS  SPEAK  LOUDER  THAN 
WORDS  ...  SO  WE  SHALL  ALLOW  OUR 
PICTURES  TO  SPEAK  FOR  THEM- 
SELVES . . . 

THE  GREATEST  ARRAY  OF  PRO- 
DUCERS EVER  ASSEMBLED  UNDER 
ONE  BANNER  . . . UNI'TED  ARTISTS 
. . . COMBINE  TO  BRING  YOU  THESE 
GREAT  PICTURES  . . . 

HIT  AFTER  HIT  . . . 

(INDIVIDUAL  FRAMES  PLUGGING 
EACH  PICTURE — PRODUCER — TITLE — 
CAST,  ETC.) 


QFFICIALS  of  the  Golden  (Tate  Theatre, 
San  Francisco’s  only  vaudeville  house, 
after  spending  several  frantic  days  trying 
to  locate  Bob  Hope  on  the  European  con- 
tinent by  phone  and  cable,  are  breathing 
easier  now  that  they  have  learned  he  ar- 
rived in  New  York  early  this  week.  Hope, 
together  with  his  radio  pals,  Jerry  Colonna 
and  Dolores  Reade,  have  been  booked  for 
several  months  for  a September  13  open- 
ing, which  now  will  go  on  as  scheduled. 

Paula  Silverstein,  private  secretary  at 
Warner  Bros.,  spent  her  vacation  showing 
friends  from  the  middle  west  and  east 
around  the  Bay  area  and  the  Exposition. 

Jack  Benny,  Mary  Livingstone  and  Phil 
Harris  and  his  orchestra  were  the  Labor 
Day  weekend  attractions  at  the  free  con- 
certs on  Treasure  Island.  Benny’s  two- 
a-day  drew  an  estimated  20,000  for  each 
of  his  six  performances. 

Although  local  newspapers  regularly  use 
local  theatre  screens  for  advertising  pur- 
poses, the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  recent- 
ly outreached  its  competitors  by  using  vir- 
tually every  house  for  several  days  in  ex- 
ploiting the  addition  to  the  paper  of  the 
magazine  “This  Week.” 
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J^OW  that  Labor  Day  is  past  and  vacation 
season  over,  the  exhibitors  in  this  neck 
of  the  woods  can  get  busy  campaigning 
for  the  fall  season.  The  baseball  games 
will  be  over  in  a couple  of  weeks,  the 
bangtails  have  quit  running  at  the  Long- 
acres  track,  so  now  the  thousands  of  sport 
fans  should  be  ready  to  get  back-to-the- 
theatre  habit,  providing  the  ballyhoo  is  as 
inviting  as  it  has  been  for  the  outdoor 
amusements. 

War  is  the  main  topic  of  talk  among  the 
film  boys,  with  betting  very  light  as  to 
the  duration.  Advertisements  are  appear- 
ing in  the  local  dailies,  placed  by  the  con- 
suls of  the  various  countries,  giving  in- 
structions to  their  citizens. 

John  Danz,  Bill  Forman  and  all  other 
“biggies”  of  Sterling  Chain  theatres,  troup- 
ed  to  Portland  for  the  grand  opening  of 
the  Orpheum,  recently  acquired  by  Sterling. 
House  is  presenting  vaudeville  and  two 
features,  A1  Forman,  brother  of  Bill,  will 
be  the  Orpheum  manager,  and  the  adver- 
tising will  be  done  by  Jack  Sampson,  pub- 
licity chief  for  the  chain  . . . The  Uptown 
Theatre,  another  in  the  Sterling  group 
here,  has  reopened  with  foreign  picture 
policy.  Frank  Jenkins,  former  manager 
of  the  Montlake,  is  the  new  manager  for 
the  Uptown. 

Another  house  to  reopen  is  the  Rialto, 
this  time  under  the  management  of  Toby 
Leitch,  well  known  actor  and  showman. 
Toby  is  offering  two  features  and  a stage 
show  in  which  he  does  the  comedy  him- 
self . . . Tacoma  is  due  for  a little  rumpus 
among  its  showshops.  Reports  have  it  that 
the  first  runs  intend  to  do  a little  chang- 
ing in  their  policy  and  prices  which  will 
seriously  affect  the  suburban  independents. 
Already  one  meeting  has  been  held  by  a 
few  of  the  independents  to  formulate 
plans  in  case  the  changes  happen,  and  from 
conversation,  they  will. 

All  the  film  boys  east  of  the  mountains 
will  be  interested  to  know  that  Guy 
Toombs,  former  manager  of  the  Davenport 
Hotel  in  Spokane,  and  now  manager  of 
the  Hotel  Utah  in  Salt  Lake  City,  crashed 
the  United  Press  with  a story  about  his 
many  autographed  pictures.  Guy  has  one 
of  the  finest  collections  in  the  coimtry, 
given  to  him  by  notables,  including  two 
presidents  of  the  United  States  . . . “To- 
bacco Road”  did  such  a whopping  business 
here  for  its  eight-day  run,  that  on  the 
final  day.  in  order  to  handle  the  crowds 


T-BASE  ball  TODAY" 


means  Night  Mare  tonight  for  many  Exhi- 
bitors. Apparently  all  sports  and  amuse- 
ments are  aimed  directly  at  the  box  office, 
and  no  one  knows  the  answer.  But  let’s 
go  to  the  Ball  Game  to  see  if  they 

“Overlooked  Any  Box  Office  Bets" 

in  exploiting  the  opportunities  they  created. 
Many  times  a page  from  the  other  fellow’s 
Look  will  complete  your  story. 

"POPCORN  SMITH" 

Box  284,  Seattle 
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a special  midnight  matinee  was  held  fol- 
lowing the  final  regular  evening  perform- 
ance . . . Another  big  business  getter  this 
week  was  the  circus  visit  for  two  days. 

Seattle  gals  are  again  making  good. 
Helen  Carroll,  who  has  been  seen  in  local 
productions,  is  in  from  Hew  York  on  her 
way  to  Hollywood  for  a screen  test.  Helen 
has  been  with  Walter  Houston’s  ‘‘Knick- 
erbocker Holiday”  for  the  past  year  and 
was  spotted  by  talent  scouts.  Florence 
Coardy  Merriam  is  back  from  the  World’s 
Fair  where  she  was  selected  to  sing  in  the 
Goodrich  Arena  under  the  auspices  of  Mu 
Phi  Epsilon.  The  third  gal  to  click  is  Ver- 
nita  Murphy,  daughter  of  Major  William 
Murphy,  head  of  the  Alaska  communica- 
tions commission.  Vernita  is  working  un- 
der the  moniker  Sally  March  and  is  now 
playing  opposite  Roy  Rogers,  the  Republic 
star,  in  “The  Arizona  Kid.” 

Preparing  for  its  showing  of  the  new 
Warner  product,  the  Sterling’s  Palomar 
will  close  for  three  days  for  a general 
going  over.  House  will  revert  from  its 
present  policy  of  vaudeville  and  pictures 
for  its  reopening  with  “The  Old  Maid.” 
The  bigger  Warner  pictures  are  figured  to 
stand  up  on  their  own.  For  the  reopening 
it  is  expected  that  Warner  will  send  up 
some  stars  for  a personal  appearance. 

Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  bring  a 
big  name  of  radio  or  screen  to  act  as  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies  at  the  forthcoming  Puy- 
allup Fair.  The  Fair  starts  September  18 
and  runs  for  seven  days. 

It  was  a smart  business  head  that 
thought  of  opening  a bowling  alley  half 
a block  from  Filmrow.  Most  every  noon 
and  evening  the  boys  are  in  there  pitching. 
Plans  now  are  being  made  to  form  a bowl- 
ing club  and  organize  a team  to  compete 
with  other  city  teams.  Among  the  ardent 
fans  of  the  game  are  Junior  Mercy,  Roy 
Peacock.  Cecil  Gwinn  from  Centralia,  Ed- 
die Miller,  Eddie  Walton,  Neal  Walton, 
Bill  Kostenbader  and  Bill  Parker. 

Fish  was  plentiful  on  the  Row  this  week. 
Jim  Hone  was  seen  packing  a long  pack- 
age home.  Bill  Parker  was  looking  for  a 
cooler  to  put  his  in  while  others  were  put- 
ting them  in  their  cars.  Seems  Mike  Bero- 
vic  of  Tacoma  took  time  out  for  a fishing 
and  hunting  trip  and  came  back  with  the 
limit.  His  car  was  lined  with  rabbits  and 
the  back  end  filled  with  fish,  hence  the 
distribution.  By  the  way,  have  you  ever 
seen  Mike  with  a three-day  growth? 

Word  from  Spokane  tells  of  the  passing 
of  Mrs.  Perong,  -wife  of  Nick.  For  many 
years  Nick  was  manager  of  theatres  for 
Pantages,  but  his  last  theatre  was  the  Fox 
in  Spokane  some  years  ago  . . . The  rea- 
son a gang  of  the  Sterling  boys  hurried 
back  from  the  Portland  Orpheum  open- 
ing, was  to  be  in  time  for  the  wedding  of 
Paul  Carey,  son  of  Harry  Carey,  head  man 
of  the  Sterling  Chain  shops.  Harry  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  building  of  the  theatre 
fronts  and  lobby  displays  for  the  various 
Sterling  houses. 

Work  has  started  on  the  new  club  rooms 
for  the  boys  and  girls  of  Warner.  The 


present  club  quarters  are  being  enlarged 
and  refurnished  . . . Clifford  Saffle,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  two  sons,  visit- 
ing at  the  home  of  his  brother,  Maury 
Saffle,  of  Metro.  They  are  vacationing 
from  Spokane  . . . Harry  Cohen,  coast  di- 
vision head  for  RKO  Radio  Pictures  spend- 
ing some  time  here  with  Eddie  Lamb,  local 
branch  manager. 

Juel  Rogers  of  the  Republic  exchange 
in  Butte,  vacationing  here  and  saying  hello 
to  the  local  exchange.  Juel  was  in  the 
Seattle  branch  for  a couple  of  years  . . . 
Jack  Flannery  taking  a plane  to  Missoula, 
Mont.  . . . Mrs.  J.  T.  Sheffield,  hurrying 
to  make  a dinner  engagement,  slipped 
on  the  stairs  at  home  breaking  two  bones 
in  her  wrist. 

A visitor  this  week  was  Bebs  Malloy  ac- 
companied by  his  wife.  Bebs  formerly  was 
at  the  old  Palace  Hip  Theatre,  but  since 
those  days  he  has  developed  into  an  actor. 
He  is  on  his  way  to  San  Francisco  to  open 
an  extended  engagement,  but  will  stop  in 
Portland  for  a week’s  run  at  the  Capitol. 

J.  E.  Van  Name  has  arrived  from  West 
Virginia  to  become  district  representative 
here  for  the  Alexander  Film  Co.  of  Colo- 
rado Springs  . . . John  and  Mrs.  Hamrick 
have  returned  from  a vacation  trip  to 
Banff  with  a group  of  Broadmoorites  . . . 
W.  O.  Brown  of  the  Nifty  Theatre  in  Wat- 
erville  spending  some  time  on  the  Row. 
He  has  been  busy  this  summer  with  his 
horse  at  the  Longacres  track. 

Mike  Neivman  back  to  Hollywood  after 
setting  a swell  campaign  for  the  opening 
of  “Golden  Boy”  . . . John  von  Herberg 
arriving  by  plane  from  his  business  trip 
to  Washington  and  New  York  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Aekles  over  from  Spokane  for  the 
weekend  . . . Harriet  Lamb,  wife  of  Lloyd, 
much  improved  after  the  major  operation. 
She  is  confined  to  the  Swedish  Hospital 
. . . Beverly  Parker,  while  Bill  has  been 
busy  flying  from  city  to  city,  has  learned 
to  drive  the  family  car,  so  Bill  had  better 
figure  on  using  the  planes  for  the  rest  of 
his  trips. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Pierce  and  John  Sweet 
were  married  in  the  St.  Edwards  Church. 
After  the  ceremony  Junior  and  Dorothy 
Mercy  gave  a wedding  breakfast  at  the 
Washington  Athletic  Club  for  the  wedding 
party  and  relatives  of  the  bride  and  groom 
. . . Cecil  and  Mrs.  Gwinn  back  from 
their  California  trip  and  stopping  in  Se- 
attle before  going  home  to  Centralia. 

B.  F.  Shearer  has  contracted  for  the 
Warner  product  for  his  Roxy  in  Everett 
and  the  Tower  in  Bremerton.  The  pictures 
will  be  first  run  in  both  situations  . . . 
Fred  Mercy  sr.  and  his  wife  in  from  Yaki- 
ma . . . Bonita  Highley  on  the  Row  as  sec- 
retary to  Lloyd  Lamb. 

Among  those  trekking  to  Portland  for 
the  Orpheum  opening  were  Jimmy  O’Neal, 
A1  Bloom,  A1  Goldstein,  Danny  Matin,  J. 
T.  Sheffield  and  Eddie  Walton  . . . L.  C. 
Tomlinson,  head  booker  for  Republic,  away 
for  his  vacation,  with  Tony  Silvaggio  tak- 
ing over  . . . Murray  Peck  making  a lot 
of  trips  to  Tacoma  in  the  interest  of 
business. 
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A FWC  Subsidiary  Takes 
A Los  Angeles  Deluxer 

Los  Angeles — ^Principal  Theatres,  sub- 
sidiary of  Pox  West  Coast,  which  operates 
six  theatres  in  the  metropolitan  area,  has 
acquired  the  Los  Angeles  Theatre,  1,800- 
seat  de  luxe  show  case,  from  Joseph  Leo, 
manager  of  operations  for  William  Fox, 
who  has  owned  the  house  for  nearly  eight 
years.  Fox  purchased  the  theatre  from  H. 
L.  Gumbiner  in  1931,  shortly  after  the 
latter  constructed  it  at  a cost  of  $1,000,000. 

The  acquisition  gives  Principal  the  Los 
Angeles,  Orpheum,  Rialto,  Tower,  Presi- 
dent, Olympic  and  Newsreel  theatres  in  the 
downtown  territory.  The  Los  Angeles  will 
be  operated  by  Sherrill  and  Laurence 
Cohen. 

Loren  Geisinger  Named 
Aide  to  Earl  Cooke 

Los  Angeles — Loren  Geisinger,  assistant 
manager  at  the  RKO  Hillstreet  Theatre 
for  the  past  eight  years,  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  to  Earl  Cooke,  manager 
of  Warner’s  Hollywood,  transferring  im- 
mediately. Appointment  was  made  by  Lou 
Halper,  Warner  theatre  manager  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  territory,  who  also  boosted 
James  McPaul  to  treasurer  and  second  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Hollywood. 

In  other  shifts.  Bill  Brown,  Hollywood’s 
assistant  manager,  moves  to  the  Down- 
town in  a similar  capacity  and  John 
Jacobs  has  been  named  assistant  manager 
of  the  Warner  Huntington  Park  Theatre. 

A.  T.  Mullen  Purchases 
The  Vista  in  San  Diego 

San  Diego — A.  T.  Mullen  has  purchased 
the  Vista  from  Harry  Goldfarb.  Gold- 
farb  will  continue  to  operate  the  National 
in  National  City,  a suburb. 
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^^^^AVER  and  Cook  have  sold  the  Rex 
at  Rocky  Ford,  Colo.,  to  Gibralter  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  who  also  operate  the 
Grand.  This  makes  40  houses  operated  by 
Gibralter  in  the  Denver  area. 

J.  H.  Hoffberg,  independent  distributor, 
teas  here  conferring  with  local  theatre  and 
exchange  men,  and  made  arrangements 
for  the  screening  of  “The  Living  Dead,” 
made  in  Germany  and  kept  there  until 
smuggled  out. 

Commercial  Film  exchanges  has  taken 
distribution  of  the  “Broken  Melody”  fea- 
ture with  Merle  Oberon  for  the  Denver  and 
Salt  Lake  territories. 

The  summer  season  of  ten  weeks  closed 
the  Elitch  Theatre  where  Donald  Woods 
and  Jane  Wyatt  played  the  leads.  Their 
personal  popularity  was  responsible  for 
much  of  the  increase  in  business  over  the 
past  several  years. 

G.  A.  Malafronte,  Universal  auditor,  was 
back  in  Denver  installing  a new  booking 
and  billing  system. 


^OC  HENNING,  who  handles  premiums 
in  San  Francisco,  dropped  in  to  visit  . . . 
Morris  Barsky  has  obtained  the  local 
agency  for  Pacific  Premiums,  whose  head 
offices  are  in  San  Francisco  . . . The  War- 
ner exchange  will  hold  its  annual  picnic 
at  the  Valley  Park  Country  Club,  Septem- 
ber 12  . . . Ten-O-Win,  business  stimulator, 
has  opened  offices  locally  with  William  H. 
Crosby  in  charge. 

Ending  a vacation  here,  Martin  Hirsh, 
of  the  Hirsh  Amusement  Co.,  has  returned 
to  his  home  in  Philadelphia  . . . Filmrow- 
ites  have  a new  de  luxe  gasoline  service 
station  in  their  midst.  Head  gas-pumper  is 
Dan  Derdarian,  who  displayed  a show- 
manlike flair  by  distributing  a box  of 
candy  to  every  new  customer. 

Hal  Neides  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre, 
San  Francisco,  dropped  in  for  a business 
visit  . . . Fred  Siegel,  operator  of  the  Palo- 
mar  and  Margo  theatres  in  Oceanside,  has 
headed  north  for  a vacation,  accompanied 
by  his  family.  They  plan  to  visit  the 
Golden  Gate  Exposition,  among  other 
stops  . . . Dode  Samuels,  RKO  Radio  sales- 
man, checked  in  from  a selling  trip 
through  his  Arizona  territory. 

Bookings:  Earl  Strebe  of  Newport;  Mike 
Rapaport,  Arlington;  Max  Sinker  and  Irv- 
ing Carlin,  operators  of  the  Alvarado  and 
Oriental;  Al  Minor,  Burbank;  George 
Bourke,  reporting  that  remodeling  of  his 
Nuart  in  Sawtelle  is  coming  along  nicely; 
Emil  Umann,  Regina,  Beverly  Hills;  Sol 
Moehler,  Harry  Vinicof  circuit. 

Benny  Taylor  of  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice giving  an  exhibition  of  skill  on  the 
marble  game  in  the  Film  Cafe,  but  losing 
his  audience  when  he  failed  to  deliver  the 
goods  . . . Frank  Valuskis,  in  from  Buena 
Park,  complaining  about  everything  in 
general  . . . Manny  Feldstein  and  Paul 
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Verda  Rochlitz,  Universal  booker,  spent 
her  vacation  in  Fort  Dodge,  la. 

Ed  Auger,  national  sales  manager  for 
Photophone,  Camden,  N.  J.,  spent  a few 
days  here  conferring  with  Sam  Reed,  Den- 
ver manager.  Auger  was  accompanied  by 
Adolph  Goodman,  who  made  several  tests 
of  special  equipment  in  local  theatres  . . . 
G.  F.  Holly,  Kansas  City,  service  man- 
ager of  the  Denver  territory,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  national  service  depart- 
ment of  Photophone  in  Camden,  N.  J.,  and 
is  succeeded  by  Carl  Johnson  of  Dallas, 
Tex. 

Sam  Reed,  local  manager  for  Photo- 
phone, spent  a few  days  fishing  in  west- 
ern Colorado. 

J.  C.  Parker  of  Delhart,  Tex.,  and  Ft. 
Morgan,  Colo.,  was  in  town  booking  films 
last  week  . . . Fox  is  opening  a second 
house  in  both  Longmont  and  Montrose, 
both  in  Colorado. 

Harry  McDonald  of  Torrington,  Wyo., 
was  in  town  buying  equipment  for  his  new 
theatre  in  Mitchell,  Neb. 


Dietrich  of  Oxnard  Theatres,  chatting 
with  Doc  Barsky,  local  theatre  booker  . . . 
Buck  Wade  of  Universal,  off  to  Salt  Lake 
to  take  over  the  exchange  managership 
there,  but  leaving  his  family  here  for  the 
time  being. 

More  bookers;  Jack  Goldman,  Pico  and 
Park  theatres;  Mondy  Sondy,  Kiva;  Harry 
Hollander  and  Lou  Bard,  Bard’s  circuit; 
Al  Snadoiv,  Bill  Robinson  Theatre;  Jules 
Wolf,  Lincoln;  Dave  Rector,  Long  Beach; 
Harold  Glass,  Gordon;  John  Menard,  who 
operates  houses  in  Norwalk  and  Downey; 
Monty  Friend,  Montrose;  Bill  Woodward, 
Belmont,  Belmont  Shores;  Ben  Hayward, 
Diana,  San  Diego;  Bert  Osterman,  Fox 
West  Coast  realty  man  for  the  northern 
territory,  came  in  for  conferences  with 
the  head  office  . . . Jerome  Myers,  who 
operates  the  Bell  Theatre  in  Philadelphia, 
who  is  vacationing  here,  was  a visitor  at 
the  Warner  studio. 

From  all  reports  of  exhibitors  along 
Filmrow,  Labor  Day  proved  a banner  holi- 
day for  the  picture  business  . . . Employes 
of  Coast  Pictures  spent  the  day  cleaning 
up  the  company’s  new  headquarters  in 
the  offices  vacated  recently  by  Grand  Na- 
tional . . . Mrs.  Roy  Peacock,  wife  of  the 
manager  of  the  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.  office 
in  Seattle,  is  holidaying  here  . . . Mrs. 
Katherine  Ronan  (nee  Schaefer)  has  re- 
turned to  work  as  C.  T.  Lynch’s  secretary 
at  Metro.  She  has  been  honeymooning 
with  her  new  husband  for  the  past  two 
weeks. 

Reporting  that  business  conditions  in 
the  northwest  are  not  up  to  standard, 
Al  Gorell,  former  independent  distributor 
in  Seattle  and  once  an  exchange  operator 
locally,  has  returned  here  to  reopen  offices 
. . . Jack  Brower,  Warner  exchange  man- 
ager, has  returned  from  New  York,  where 
he  attended  a company  sales  session  . . . 
Harry  Sonnenshine’s  young  son,  Jackie, 
proved  his  worth  as  a kibitzer  during  a 
marble-game  session  at  the  Film  Cafe 
. . . Bruce  Fowler,  who  manages  the  Four- 
Star  Theatre,  went  fishing  off  Ensenada, 
Mexico,  over  the  Labor  Day  weekend. 

Roy  Keehn,  former  manager  of  the 
Park  Theatre,  Huntington  Park,  now  op- 
erator of  the  Esquire  in  Hollywood,  check- 
ed in  to  do  some  booking  . . . Other  book- 
ers: Harry  Milstein,  who  owns  houses  in 
Torrence  and  Gardena;  Koby  Wartman, 
Trojan;  Rodney  Pantages,  Pantages,  Holly- 
wood; Gregg  Carter,  operator  of  the  Tele- 
View  Newsreel;  Gus  Metzger,  Cabrillo  cir- 
cuit; Tom  Burgess  and  C.  O.  Davis,  San 
Bernardino  Drive-In;  August  Finn,  calling 
himself  the  “short  circuit”  operator  now 
that  he  owns  two  houses — the  Times  and 
Orpheum. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 
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''LADY  OF  THE  TROPICS,”  Metro 
film  starring  Robert  Taylor  and  Hedy 
Lamarr,  is  completing  its  third  week  at 
the  Studio  Theatre  here,  reports  Manager 
Chester  Price. 

Local  visitors  were  six  beauty  contest 
winners  en  route  to  Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 
where  they  will  compete  for  the  title  of 
Miss  America  of  1939. 

The  bird  refuge  near  Brigham  City  will 
be  photographed  by  a Fox  Movietone  new's- 
reel  crew,  announces  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce. 

The  Roxy  Theatre  here  will  present  the 
roadshow  production  of  “Tobacco  Road” 
beginning  September  18.  Andy  Floor  is 
Roxy  manager.  The  theatre  is  resuming 
its  stage  offerings. 

Manager  F.  H.  Smith  of  the  local  Para- 
mount office  is  back  at  his  desk  . . . Branch 
Manager  W.  W.  McKendrick  is  expected 
back  from  a sales  trip  into  Idaho  and 
Nevada. 

Howard  Gordon  of  the  Star  at  Weiser, 
Ida.,  is  a visitor  on  the  Row  . . . Manager 
Sam  Gardner  of  the  local  Metro  branch 
is  back  from  a successful  swing  through- 
out the  surrounding  territory  . . . Para- 
mount’s district  manager,  George  A. 
Smith,  has  left  for  Denver  following  a sales 
meeting  here  with  F.  H.  Smith,  branch 
manager. 

Will  Steege,  FWC  representative,  head- 
quartering at  the  Liberty  Theatre,  Great 
FaUs,  Mont.,  is  back  from  vacation  . . . 
Harold  Jones,  his  wife  and  their  daughter 
are  back  from  a Nebraska  visit. 

Harold  Woods,  manager  of  the  Rio, 
Helena,  Mont.,  has  been  transferred  to 
manage  the  Fox  theatres  at  Walsenberg, 
Colo.,  succeeding  Ed  King,  resigned.  Robert 
Bothwell,  former  assistant  manager  of  the 
Fox  Pocatello  theatres  in  Idaho,  succeeds 
Woods. 

Manager  Norman  Sprowl  of  the  Utah 
Theatre  is  using  spot  radio  announcements 
to  publicize  current  and  forthcoming  at- 
tractions . . . Republic’s  Manager  G.  S. 
Pinnell  and  Salesman  Paul  McElhinney 
are  again  making  calls  in  southern  Utah. 

The  Lyric  Theatre  at  Challis,  Ida.,  is 
installing  new  chairs,  projection  and 
sound  equipment  according  to  R.  P.  Haas, 
NTS  branch  head. 

H.  C.  Fuller,  in  charge  of  the  local  RKO 
offices,  has  left  for  the  Coeur  d’Alene  dis- 
trict of  Idaho  . . . Betty  Emery,  secretary 
to  the  manager  at  the  RKO  exchange,  is 
on  a flying  vacation  to  Yellowstone  . . . 
Ferry  Brown,  booker,  is  vacationing  in  San 
Francisco  . . . Sammy  Appleman,  of  the 
RKO  Butte  office,  and  his  bride,  came 
through  Salt  Lake  en  route  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

G.  R.  Lawrence,  exhibitor,  is  reopening 
the  Garland  Theatre  at  Garland,  Utah. 

Ben  Fish,  district  manager  for  UA,  is 
making  a periodic  visit  to  the  local  office 
. . . George  Jacoby,  traveling  auditor  for 
Universal  is  visiting  the  exchange. 


Fred  Mercy  sr.  Sells  Two 
Oregon  Units  to  Combs 

Seattle — Fred  Mercy  sr.,  president  of 
Inland  Theatres,  part  of  the  Mercy  cir- 
cuit, announces  that  he  has  sold  two  of 
his  theatres  to  Avery  Combs  of  Newberg, 
Ore.  The  theatres  disposed  of  are  those 
in  Camas  and  Washougal.  They  have  been 
under  the  management  of  Edgar  Mercy. 


Aparton  L.  A,  Salesman; 
Wade  Salt  Lake  Head 

Los  Angeles — A switch  in  positions  has 
brought  Matt  Aparton,  former  Universal 
branch  manager  in  Salt  Lake,  into  the 
local  Universal  exchange  as  a salesman. 
He  replaces  Buck  Wade,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Utah  metropolis  to 
manage  the  exchange  there. 


Mayiair  in  Los  Angeles  Is 
Managed  by  Ken  Bushey 

Los  Angeles — Kenneth  Bushey  has  been 
transferred  from  the  Paramount  Theatre, 
dovmtown,  where  he  was  assistant  man- 
ager, to  the  Mayfair,  taking  over  as  man- 
ager. The  Mayfair  is  a unit  in  the  South- 
side  circuit,  an  affiliate  of  Cabart  Thea- 
tres, which  operates  the  Paramount  in 
partnership  with  Fanchon  and  Marco. 


Majestic  Will  Distribute 
"It  Can  Happen  Here" 

Los  Angeles — “It  Can  Happen  Here,” 
documentary  film  containing  allegedly  un- 
censored newsreel  clips  filmed  by  Amer- 
ican, German,  French  and  British  photog- 
raphers during  the  last  World  War,  has 
been  acquired  for  distribution  in  southern 
California  and  Arizona  by  Majestic  Pic- 
tures. 


Interest  in  Seattle  Royal 
Is  Yielded  by  Williams 

Seattle — Bert  Williams  of  Cashmere, 
Wash.,  has  turned  over  all  his  intersts 
in  the  Royal  Theatre  to  Charles  Faskin. 
House  is  in  the  Charles  Greime  and  Faskin 
circuit. 


600-Seat  Town  Theatre  Is 
Opened  in  Bell  Gardens 

Bell  Gardens,  Cal. — The  new  Town 
Theatre,  a 600-seat  house,  has  opened  un- 
der the  ownership  of  A1  Bowman  and  I. 
Kaplan.  Opening  bill  featured  Universal’s 
“Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up.” 


Wilson  Disposes  of  Houses 
In  Leavenworth,  Cashmere 

Seattle — Ted  Wilson  is  disposing  of  his 
theatres  in  Leavenworth  and  Cashmere  to 
accept  a position  here  with  the  Boeing 
Airplane  plant.  Theatres  are  the  Alpine 
in  Leavenworth,  and  the  Vale  in  Cashmere. 


PORTLAND’S  Filmrow  suffered  a lull 

over  the  Labor  Day  weekend  . . . N.  A. 
Rhoades  of  Battle  Ground,  Wash.,  headed 
the  visitors’  list  . . . C.  J.  Schuntz  has 
taken  over  the  theatre  at  Oakridge  . . . 
Others  on  the  Row  included  Sam  White- 
side  of  Corvallis,  George  Gould  of  Dallas, 
Ray  Henderson  of  Albany  and  Lawrence 
Spraker  of  Stayton. 

Denny  Hull  of  Marshfield  is  still  dis- 
playing his  diploma  which  gave  him  a life 
membership  in  the  college  of  princes  of 
goodfellows.  The  diploma  was  awarded 
him  as  a token  of  appreciation  of  the  won- 
derful time  shown  film  men  on  his  birth- 
day, July  26,  at  Marshfield.  Millicent 
Smith  of  B.  F.  Shearer’s  office  designed 
the  diploma  which  was  awarded  at  the 
golf  tournament  banquet.  It  was  signed  by 
everyone  who  attended  Denny’s  party. 
Tom  Shearer  made  the  presentation. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  took  over  Shearer 
Jewel  Box  Theatre  for  an  exhibitors’ 
showing  of  “The  Women”  . . . Harry  Percy 
of  White  Salmon,  Clatskanie  and  Bingen 
made  an  appearance  early  during  the 
week  ...  So  did  John  J.  Taggart  of  Ver- 
nonia;  Loring  Schmidt,  Salem;  A.  Combs. 
Liberty,  Camas;  Art  Adamson,  Corvallis 
and  Mrs.  Flossie  Odem,  Redmond. 

Kenneth  Hughes  is  now  manager  of 
Hamrick-Ever  green’s  Music  Box  and 
Playhouse,  replacing  Cedric  Hess  who 
managed  the  Playhouse  . . . Glenn  Brog- 
ger.  Paramount  salesman,  is  in  eastern 
Oregon  making  the  jack-rabbit  circuit  . . . 
Marion  Sobottka  is  restocking  the  family 
larder  after  attending  Seattle’s  $10,000 
handicap  at  Long  Acres  where  she  bet 
seven  races  and  won  seven  races.  Herb  is 
still  wondering  just  how  much  she  won. 

George  Hickey,  western  division  man- 
ager for  M-G-M,  came  to  town  and  left 
with  Ted  Gamble  for  Seaside  where  they 
will  confer  with  J.  J.  Parker  on  the  new 
season’s  product  . . . Ben  Fish  of  UA  is 
expected  in  before  the  end  of  the  week  . . . 
Portland  will  play  host  to  14  Warner 
screen  personalities  September  11  when 
they  come  to  J.  J.  Parker’s  Broadway  for 
the  opening  of  “Dust  Be  My  Destiny.”  The 
tentative  list  includes  Hugh  Herbert, 
Gloria  Dickson,  John  Payne,  Ronald  Rea- 
gan, WiUiam  Lundigan,  Dennis  Morgan, 
Sheila  Bromley,  Lucille  Fairbanks,  niece 
of  Douglas  Fairbanks;  Nanette  Fabares, 
17-year-old  find;  Jean  Parker,  Claire 
Windsor,  Lya  Lys,  Marie  Wrixon  and  Jane 
Gilbert,  Margaret  Lindsay’s  young  sister. 
The  event  will  be  in  celebration  of  the 
acquisition  of  Warner  Bros,  product,  in 
addition  to  First  National,  by  the  J.  J. 
Parker  theatres. 


Sanborn  and  Rennie  Open 
New  El  Monte  House 

El  Monte,  Cal. — A.  L.  Sanborn  and  John 
Rennie  have  opened  the  new  El  Monte 
Theatre,  a 900-seat  house.  Sanborn  has 
operated  the  Rialto  here  for  the  past  16 
years. 
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Game  Owners  Suing 
Milwaukee  Official 

Milwaukee  — - The  Hollywood  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Inc.,  filed  suit  in  federal  court 
here  September  1 seeking  $5,000  damages 
from  Police  Chief  Joseph  Kluchesky  and 
asking  that  he  be  enjoined  from  interfer- 
ing with  the  playing  of  “Hollywood,”  a 
boxoffice  stimulant,  in  local  theatres. 

The  firm,  the  complaint  alleges,  is  own- 
er, manufacturer  and  distributor  of  the 
game,  which  formerly  was  played  in  about 
25  local  theatres.  The  game  has  been 
discontinued  since  a recent  ruling  by  the 
state  supreme  court  holding  Bank  Night 
a lottery. 

The  plaintiff  holds  that  “Hollywood”  is 
a game  in  which  skill  and  judgment  are 
the  prime  factors  and  contends  that  no 
state  or  city  law  is  violated  and  that  the 
chief’s  action  amounts  to  interference  with 
a legitimate  business. 

Chief  Kluchesky  has  20  days  in  which 
to  answer,  unless  an  extension  is  granted 
by  the  court.  Charles  Swidler,  Milwaukee, 
is  counsel  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  the  action  of  Charles  W.  Trampe, 
head  of  Film  Service,  Inc.,  to  restrain  the 
Bahn  Prei  hall  here  from  holding  Bingo, 
Judge  Daniel  W.  Sullivan  granted  the 
counsel  for  the  defendants  an  order  re- 
quiring Trampe  to  show  cause  September 
8 why  examination  of  the  defendants  be- 
fore the  trial,  which  has  been  set  for 
September  11,  should  not  be  barred. 

Attorney  Max  Raskin,  counsel  for  the 
defendants,  contends  that  Trampe’s  suit 
is  based  on  alleged  violation  of  criminal 
law  and  that  an  examination  might  com- 
pel his  clients  to  give  incriminating  testi- 
mony against  themselves. 

Pending  the  hearing,  Judge  Sullivan 
temporarily  held  up  the  discovery  examin- 
ation which  had  been  set  for  September 
1 before  Court  Commissioner  Roland  J. 
Steinle. 


Warner  Two-City  Drive 
Is  District  Managers' 

Chicago — A new  type  of  drive  is  the  dis- 
trict managers’  drive  that  now  is  keeping 
Warner  Bros.’  Chicago-Milwaukee  zone 
district  managers  interested. 

Instituted  by  Zone  Manager  Jimmy  Cos- 
ton,  who  is  donating  $500  in  prizes,  the 
contest  will  run  for  13  weeks.  Participat- 
ing are  Chicago  district  managers  Harry 
Turrell,  Herb  Wheeler  and  Larry  Stein; 
and  Milwaukee  district  managers  Jack 
Keegan,  Milton  Harmon  and  L.  F.  Gran. 


Chas.  Mailers  and  Family 
Back  From  Trip  to  Coast 

Bluffton,  Ind. — Charles  Mailers,  opera- 
tor of  the  Grand  and  Roxy  theatres  here, 
has  returned  with  his  family  from  a visit 
of  several  weeks  on  the  coast  and  at  the 
San  FYancisco  Pair.  Mailers  has  brought 
back  about  500  feet  of  scenes  he  shot  while 
on  his  trip. 

Mack  McCarty,  assistant  to  Mailers,  was 
in  charge  during  the  latter’s  vacation. 


Paikos  Wins  Reel 
For  Big  Fish 

Tipton,  Ind. — Nick  Paikos,  operator 
of  the  Diana  Theatre,  is  the  proud  own- 
er of  a Supreme  Phlueger  Reel  valued 
at  $25,  which  was  awarded  to  him  for 
catching  the  biggest  fish  in  a gravel 
pit  near  Tipton.  His  fish  was  a 6 lb. 
6 oz.  bass  and  Nick  says  a bigger  one 
got  away. 


Garver  Sells  Terre  Haute 
House  to  Gregory  Chain 

Terre  Haute — Ross  Garver,  operator  of 
the  Orpheum,  Swan,  Idaho  and  Virginia 
theatres  here,  has  sold  his  Orpheum  to 
the  Gregory  circuit. 

Garver  has  operated  the  Orpheum  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  Gregory  circuit  will 
close  the  theatre  until  September  22,  dur- 
ing which  time  it  will  be  remodeled  and 
redecorated.  A new  front  will  be  among 
the  improvements. 


Quimby  Takes  Long  Lease  on 
Paramount  at  Ft.  Wayne 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. — The  Quimby  circuit 
has  taken  a long  lease  on  the  Paramount 
Theatre  from  the  Loop  Realties,  Inc.  The 
theatre,  closed  since  July  3,  will  be  re- 
opened within  two  weeks  following  re- 
modeling and  redecorating. 

Quimby  operated  the  Paramount  until 
the  middle  of  1938.  From  last  September 
until  early  June,  Loop  Realties  operated  it. 


Union  Fight  in  St. 
Louis  Is  Settled 

St.  Louis  — Injunction  proceedings 
brought  by  owners  of  the  Bremen  and 
O’Fallon  theatres  against  C.  Orville  New- 
lin,  secretary-treasurer  of  Local  No.  6 of 
the  St.  Louis  'Theatrical  Brotherhood  and 
Leo  Scharfenberg,  its  president,  and  Carl 
Klaus,  president  of  lATSE  Local  B-2,  have 
been  settled  by  mutual  agreement  of  the 
parties  involved. 

Under  the  peace  pact,  union  officials 
agree  to  call  off  pickets  and  reinstate  as 
members  of  Local  B-2  several  employes  of 
the  two  theatres  who  were  dismissed  for 
alleged  failure  to  pay  union  dues. 

Clarence  H.  Kaimann,  on  behalf  of  Hyde 
Park  Amusement  Co.,  owners  of  the  Bre- 
men Theatre,  and  of  Kaimann  Bros.,  Inc., 
which  operates  the  O’Fallon,  promised  to 
use  his  influence  to  have  the  labor  com- 
mittee of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis  call  a 
meeting  of  members  the  week  of  Septem- 
ber 11  to  consider  a new  wage  contract 
and  working  agreement  for  Local  B-2  and 
also  the  question  of  employing  members 
of  Local  No.  6 for  maintenance  work  in 
their  theatres. 


Monogram  Slate  to  Farrar 

St.  Louis — A new  season  product  deal 
with  the  local  Farrar  circuit  has  been 
concluded  by  Monogram. 


Indiana  Exhibitors  in  Hollywood — 

Top:  Lola  Lane  entertains  Guy  P.  Collier  (right)  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
Co.,  Mitchell,  Ind.,  and  his  friend,  Milton  Kirkpatrick,  at  the  Warner  studio. 
Lower:  Also  at  the  Warner  studio.  May  Robson,  center,  greets  Mrs.  Elsie  L. 
Blessing,  operator  of  the  Royal  Theatre  at  Danville,  Ind..  and  her  husband. 
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Reunion! — 

Harry  Hadfield,  right,  manager  of  the 
B&K  Belpark  Theatre  in  Chicago,  and 
his  wife  visit  Frank  Craven  at  the 
Paramount  studio.  Hadfield,  one  of 
Chicago’s  pioneer  amusement  men, 
played  with  Craven’s  father  in  the 
Castle  Square  Stock  Co.  in  Boston  40 
years  ago. 

Esquire  Theatre  Photos 
Exhibited  in  England 

Chicago  — Photographs  of  Chicago’s 
most  publicized  subsequent-run  theatre, 
the  Esquire,  have  been  sent  to  the  Royal 
Institute  of  British  Architects,  for  display. 
The  photographs  will  become  a part  of  an 
exhibition  and  permanent  collection  of  the 
Institute,  and  were  requested  for  display 
from  Harry  and  Elmer  Balaban,  opera- 
tors of  the  theatre. 

The  photograplis  w'hich  have  been  sent 
will  be  part  of  “upwards  of  6,000  photo- 
graphs, representative  of  all  that  is  best 
in  modern  architecture  at  home  and 
abroad,”  according  to  H.  S.  Goodhart- 
Rendel,  chairman  of  the  exhibition  com- 
mittee of  the  Royal  Institute. 

Constructed  under  the  direction  of 
Pereira  & Pereira,  Chicago  architects  and 
members  of  the  Boxoffice  Modem  Thea- 
tre Planning  Institute,  the  theatre  has  re- 
ceived favorable  comment  from  theatre 
owners  and  architectural  circles  all  over 
the  world.  The  latest  edition  of  the  En- 
cyclopedia Britannica  has  incorporated  a 
fuU  page  of  illustrations  on  the  Esquire 
in  its  “theatre  section.” 


Brumberg  Bags  Speaking 
Engagements  in  Illinois 

Chicago — Warner’s  ambassador  of  good- 
will, William  M.  Brumberg,  assistant 
branch  manager,  returned  last  week  from 
a trip  downstate  with  two  speaking  en- 
gagements for  the  next  few  weeks. 

Brumberg  will  speak  on  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 18,  before  the  Lions  Club  of  Earl- 
ville.  111.,  as  the  guest  of  Charlie  Dyas, 
who  operates  the  Lyric  Theatre  there.  The 
first  week  m October  he  is  set  to  speak 
before  the  Women’s  Federated  Ciubs  at 
Paxton,  111.,  as  guest  of  A.  B.  McCullom 
of  Hoopeston. 


One  for  Ray  McCarey 

Hollywood — Ray  McCarey  has  been 
signed  to  a one-picture  RKO  directorial 
deal. 


J)OUGLASS  MONTGOMERY  made  his 
first  visit  to  Milwaukee  for  his  appear- 
ance in  “Night  Must  Fall,”  which  opened 
the  Pabst  Theatre  September  4 for  a week’s 
run. 

Charles  Fox  reopened  his  Empress 
Theatre  here  September  2 with  burlesque 
and  flickers.  House  has  been  thoroughly 
renovated. 

Otto  Meister’s  Whitehouse  Theatre  has 
had  its  front  newly  decorated. 

The  Fox  Wisconsin  plugged  “The  Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  with  men  garbed  as  characters 
of  the  flicker  in  front  of  the  boxoffice. 

Garden  Theatre,  dark  for  many  months, 
reopens  September  16  with  the  foreign 
flicker  “Little  Flower,”  sponsored  by  a 
Catholic  organization. 

Recent  Milwaukee  visitor  was  Howard 
Holah  of  the  Birmingham  Theatre,  Birm- 
ingham, Mich.,  who  dropped  in  to  visit 
old  friends  on  the  tail  end  of  a vacatioji 
jaunt.  Holah  was  formerly  with  the  old 
Pathe  exchange  here. 

Fox’s  Ritz  Theatre  is  sponsoring  a 
weekly  Saturday  morning  merchant  show 
with  tickets  availabie  from  some  16  co- 
operating merchants. 

Art  Judge,  who  is  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  upholstering  theatre  seats,  is  back 
on  the  job  after  being  laid  up  with  an  in- 
jury for  the  past  month. 

Joe  Reynolds,  former  manager  of  War- 
ner-Saxe’s  Egyptian  Theatre,  will  return 
shortly  after  a ten-month  absence  due  to 
illness.  Reynolds  was  confined  to  the  Will 
Rogers  Memorial  hospital  in  New  York. 

The  Mirth  Theatre  has  hooked  up  with 
the  Bay  View  Observer  in  offering  two 
guest  tickets  to  pioneers  on  the  city’s 
south  side  for  the  past  25  years  or  more. 

Miss  Virginia  Saxe,  daughter  of  John 
E.  Saxe,  long  associated  with  the  theatre 
business  here,  was  married  August  31  in 
New  York  to  William  Lyons. 

Harvey  Kny,  manager  of  the  Venetian, 
Racine,  and  his  assistant,  Everett  Ander- 
son, and  William  Bindel,  usher,  were  held 
up  in  the  theatre  last  week  by  an  armed 
bandit  who  escaped  with  $930.81  from  the 
theatre’s  safe. 

Russ  Leddy,  manager  of  Fox’s  Orpheum 
Theatre  in  Green  Bay,  addressed  the  De 
Pere  Rotary  Club  last  week. 

Rinlo  jr.,  film  dog  owned  by  V.  C.  Brown- 
ing, Hollywood,  Cal.,  appeared  at  the  Cran- 
berry Harvest  festival  in  Wisconsin  Rapids 
last  week. 

Latest  house  to  be  the  victim  of  a stench 
bomb  here  is  Fox’s  Wisconsin.  The  Times 
was  the  first  to  be  bombed.  No  labor 
trouble  has  been  reported  at  either  thea- 
tre. 

West  Salem  Theatres,  Inc.,  Milwaukee, 
opened  its  new  Salem  Theatre  in  West 
Salem,  September  2.  M.  E.  Walker,  form- 


erly of  Madison,  is  manager  of  the  house, 
which  was  formerly  the  Rex. 

W.  R.  Vincent,  operator  of  the  Nicolet 
Theatre  in  De  Pere,  reported  the  theft  of 
$25  from  a candy  machine  in  the  lobby  of 
the  house. 

Rock  River  Theatre  Operating  Co.,  has 
taken  over  the  Savoy  Theatre  in  Water- 
town,  formerly  operated  by  Harry  Perle- 
witz.  The  new  company  also  is  operating 
the  Classic  there  and  has  closed  the  Savoy 
temporarily. 

Standard  'Theatre  Co.,  Milwaukee,  has 
taken  over  the  Grand  Theatre  in  Green 
Bay  from  George  Hannon  and  has  an- 
nounced plans  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  800-seat  house  on  the  city’s  west  side. 
The  Grand  is  currently  dark  undergoing 
renovations,  with  its  reopening  slated  for 
late  September. 

The  Rubin  bill,  amending  the  equal 
rights  statutes  to  provide  for  more  string- 
ent ■ penalties  for  racial  discriminations 
by  operators  of  hotels,  restaurants  and 
places  of  amusement,  has  been  signed  by 
Governor  Heil.  The  measure  raises  the 
minimum  fine  from  $5  to  $25. 

H.  K.  Timm,  manager  of  the  Star  Thea- 
tre at  Oshkosh,  is  renovating  the  house. 

Latest  houses  to  offer  Book  Night  with 
encyclopedias  as  the  lure  include  the  Rex 
in  Beloit  and  the  Rivoli  in  La  Crosse. 


Guild  Helmsmen — 

Glum  was  the  atmosphere  and  seri- 
ous the  mien  of  these  Screen  Actors 
Guild  leaders  as  they  paused  in  Chi- 
cago en  route  to  the  west  coast  from 
the  collapse  of  efforts  to  patch  up 
jurisdictional  trouble  with  the  lATSE. 
The  row,  meanwhile,  has  been  settled. 
Left  to  right  here  are  Kenneth  Thom- 
son, SAG  executive  secretary;  Ralph 
Morgan,  Guild  president,  and  Laurence 
W.  Bielenson,  SAG  attorney. 
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"Nurse  Edith  Cavell" 
May  Be  Roadshown 

Chicago — A possibility  that  Harry  and 
Elmer  Balaban  may  play  a roadshow  en- 
gagement of  RKO’s  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,” 
in  their  Esquire  Theatre  was  seen  this 
week. 

A print  of  the  picture,  en  route  to  New 
York,  was  screened  between  trains  on  Tues- 
day for  the  Balabans  and  then  sent  on 
to  Gotham. 

While  no  one  about  RKO  here  would 
comment,  it  is  said  that  should  the  deal 
be  made,  it  would  call  for  a $1.50  or  $1.00 
top  with  a guaranteed  run  of  three  or  four 
weeks. 

It  is  also  thought  possible  that  in  view 
of  the  current  European  war,  and  the  fact 
that  the  film  deals  with  the  famous  World 
War  English  nurse,  that  RKO  might  re- 
vamp its  national  exploitation  campaign 
on  the  picture. 


Indiana  Fair  Coliseum 
Will  Be  Sport  Center 

Indianapolis — The  new  Coliseum,  just 
completed  for  the  Indiana  state  fair  here 
at  a total  cost  of  nearly  two  million  dol- 
lars, will  be  the  scene  of  many  attractions 
booked  there  in  the  future. 

Immediately  following  the  fair,  the  entire 
arena  is  to  be  converted  into  a skating 
rink  for  the  Ice  Carnival  which  opens 
November  5.  Ice  hockey  games  have  been 
booked  for  this  season  as  well  as  several 
other  winter  sports  attractions. 

Plans  are  also  being  formed  to  bring 
the  National  Bowling  Tournament  to  the 
Coliseum  in  1941.  The  new  building  is  of 
modern  construction  featuring  glass  brick, 
a seating  capacity  of  8,000  and  a complete 
amplifying  system  has  been  installed. 

Theatre  operators  are  awaiting  box- 
office  reaction  to  these  attractions  which 
will  be  new  to  Indianapolis  residents. 


Business  Continues  Fairly 
Steady  in  Chicago  Loop 

Chicago  — Business  continued  fairly 
steady  in  the  loop  this  week,  with  M-G-M’s 
“Wizard  of  Oz”  leading  the  parade  again. 
The  picture  goes  a third  week  at  the 
United  Artists  Theatre. 

“Golden  Boy,”  while  doing  well  at  the 
Chicago,  was  to  make  room  for  Para- 
mount’s “Beau  Geste,”  and  it  was  ex- 
pected the  Columbia  hit  would  move  over 
to  another  B&K  loop  house. 


Ready  Subway  Entrances 
To  Five  Loop  Theatres 

Chicago — Work  has  begun  on  prepara- 
tion of  plans  for  subway  entrances  in  the 
Chicago  loop  to  the  B&K  State-Lake,  Chi- 
cago, Roosevelt  and  United  Artists  thea- 
tres; and  to  the  Jones,  Linick  & Schaefer 
McVickers  Theatre. 


Daylight  Saving 
Into  Discard 

Chicago — The  Windy  City  will  be 
back  on  central  standard  time  again  on 
Sunday,  September  24,  daylight  saving 
going  into  the  discard  at  midnight. 


Allied  of  Illinois  Board 
Has  Operator  Demands 

Chicago — At  the  first  fall  meeting  of 
Allied  of  Illinois  board  members  on  Tues- 
day, demands  of  the  operators’  imion  for 
the  coming  season  were  discussed,  as  were 
general  film  buying  problems  for  1939-40. 
It  was  learned  not  many  independents 
had  made  product  deals  as  yet  for  the  com- 
ing season. 

Announcement  was  made  that  the  new 
Lex  Theatre,  opened  by  Indiana-Illinois 
Theatres,  on  the  south  side,  was  the  172nd 
member  theatre  of  the  local  unit. 


Conferences  Continuing  on 
New  Operator  Pact 

Chicago — Conferences  were  to  continue 
this  week  on  the  operators’  union  con- 
tracts for  next  season.  John  Smith,  Pete 
Shayne  and  Neil  Bishop,  officials  of  the 
union,  were  to  confer  with  exhibitor  lead- 
ers. 

As  Boxoffice  goes  to  press,  the  union 
has  reduced  its  wage  demands  to  an  in- 
crease of  10  per  cent  over  last  season.  All 
deals  will  be  retroactive  to  September  1, 
when  the  current  contract  expired. 

Dickering  in  behalf  of  the  exhibitors 
were  Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  The- 
atres of  Illinois,  and  Morris  Leonard,  pres- 
ident of  the  Exhibitors’  Ass’n  of  Chicago, 
and  general  counsel  for  B&K. 


O'Neil  Signs  Five-Year  Pact 

Hollywood — Universal  has  signed  Bar- 
bara O’Neil  to  a five-year  acting  agree- 
ment. 


C IIHII II  C A CG  CO 

^RAVELING  through  Chicago  en  route 

to  the  coast  over  the  weekend,  was  Will 
Hays.  He  left  on  the  Super-Chief  . . . 
Robert  Gillham,  Paramount  ad  chief,  was 
here  conferring  with  B&K’s  publicity  head. 
Bill  Hollander,  on  the  opening  of  “Beau 
Geste”  at  the  Chicago  Theatre. 

United  Artists’  publicity  depart7nent  in 
New  York  has  sejit  tropical  fans  to  promi- 
nent exhibitors,  with  the  following  copy. 
“To  keep  you  cool,  while  ‘Four  Feathers’ 
gets  hot  at  the  boxoffice.  Alexander 
Korda.’’ 

Latest  of  Leon  J.  Bamberger’s  clever  ex- 
hibitor mailings  for  RKO,  is  one  on  “Fifth 
Avenue  Girl.”  It  is  in  a small  bag  on  which 
is  written,  “It’s  in  the  bag.”  It  is  a leaflet 
telling  about  the  picture. 

Some  of  the  local  crews  of  the  news- 
reel companies  took  pictures  of  feverish  ac- 
tivity in  the  Chicago  grain  pit,  as  prices 
soared  because  of  the  European  war. 


Expected  to  Ask  End 
To  Contempt  Case 

Chicago — With  resumption  of  hearings 
before  a master  in  the  government’s  case 
charging  criminal  contempt  of  the  1932 
consent  decree,  attorneys  for  the  defend- 
ants— B&K  and  the  majors  excepting  Co- 
lumbia— were  expected  to  seek  recom- 
mendation that  the  federal  judge  dismiss 
the  case,  despite  the  fact  that  the  master 
indicated  he  would  not  so  rule. 

Government  attorneys,  Robert  Wright 
and  Seymour  Simon,  continued  introduc- 
tion of  evidence  in  their  case,  and  ex- 
pected to  complete  their  arguments  by 
the  end  of  the  week,  at  which  time  the 
defense  will  start.  The  regular  corps  of 
defense  attorneys  are  continuing  in  the 
case. 

E.  Van  Pelt  of  the  FBI  was  a govern- 
ment witness,  identifying  various  docu- 
ments. 

Meanwhile,  the  monopoly  suit  of  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  against  B&K  and  the 
majors  is  scheduled  to  get  under  way  Tues- 
day, September  26.  However,  it  is  expected 
the  government  case  may  still  have  prece- 
dence over  the  independents’  case  and 
that  the  latter  will  be  postponed  indef- 
initely. 

Shirley  Ten  Eyck  Injured 
Returning  From  Vacation 

Indianapolis — Shirley  Ten  Eyck,  tele- 
phone operator  at  Warner  Bros.,  was  in- 
jured in  an  automobile  accident  while  re- 
turning from  her  vacation.  She  has  been 
confined  to  her  home  suffering  from  head 
injuries  and  severe  bruises.  One  man  was 
killed  in  the  accident  and  several  injured. 
Miss  Ten  Eyck  is  expected  to  return  to  her 
post  in  the  near  future. 


Termer  to  Bennett 

Hollywood — Bruce  Bennett  has  been 
given  a term  acting  contract  with  Colum- 
bia. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 
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kUeek  kUe  Meet 

— - ■ — - ■ ..  J.  E.  FLYNN 


Chicago — He  is  John  E.  Flynn  formally, 
but  to  his  innumerable  friends  in  the  in- 
dustry, he  is  plain  Jack  Flynn,  one  of  the 
friendliest  executives  of  the  “friendly  com- 
pany,” M-G-M.  That’s  the  way,  we  imag- 
ine, nearly  everyone  who  knows  Jack 
Flynn,  would  introduce  M-G-M’s  midwest- 
ern  district  manager. 

He  is  one  of  the  veterans  of  M-G-M, 
having  been  connected  with  the  first 
Goldwyn  Distributing  Co.  But,  Jack 
Flynn,  today,  has  another  interest  besides 
selling  Leo  the  Lion’s  productions  to  exhi- 
bitors. That  is  a sincere  desire  to  train 
young  men  within  the  industry,  and  more 
specifically,  within  the  ranks  of  M-G-M. 
There  are  many  young  men  with  the  com- 
pany as  salesmen  and  in  higher  posts  to- 
day, who  began  in  one  of  Jack  Flynn’s 
district  offices  as  shipping  or  poster  clerk, 
or  cashier. 

Besides  the  company’s  routine  of  de- 
velopment, Flynn  has  his  own  intensive 
course  of  training  for  deserving  young 
men  that  helps  them  right  up  through  the 
ranks.  A graduate  of  St.  Ignatius  College 
in  his  home  town  of  Cleveland,  Jack  Flynn 
first  entered  the  business  world  as  a pub- 
lic accountant.  Before  long  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Chicago  where  he  got  the  desire 
to  study  law.  He  spent  three  and  a half 
years  attending  Cliicago  School  of  Law, 
but  returned  to  public  accounting.  He 
soon  left  that,  and  26  years  ago  began 
with  the  Mutual  Film  Co.,  being  sent  to 
Omaha  as  assistant  manager. 

With  General  in  Omaha 

A couple  of  years  later  he  became  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Omaha  office  of 
General  Film  Corp.  He  advanced  to  be- 
come special  representative  under  Fred 
Aiken,  who  had  the  Omaha,  Des  Moines 
and  Minneapolis  offices.  He  later  became 
manager  of  the  Cleveland  and  Columbus 
offices. 

It  was  in  1917  that  Jack  Flynn  went 
with  the  old  Goldwyn  Distributing  Corp. 
in  Cleveland,  and  has  been  with  the  com- 
pany or  its  successors  ever  since.  He  didn’t 
stay  in  Cleveland  long.  He  was  sent  to  Syd- 
ney, Australia,  to  open  and  supervise  five 
offices  that  would  cover  Australia  and  New 
Zealand.  With  him  went  Mrs.  Flynn, 
whom  he  mamed  in  Chicago  in  1916. 

Remaining  there  for  about  a year,  Flynn 
returned  to  the  U.  S.  in  1918,  enlisted  and 
was  subject  to  call  for  the  entertainment 
division  of  the  intelligence  corps  of  the 
American  army. 

After  the  war,  he  left  New  York  to  go 
to  Detroit,  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati,  as 
district  manager,  for  the  Goldwyn  Co.  In 
1922,  when  it  became  the  Goldwyn  Cosmo- 
politan Corp.,  Flynn  returned  to  New  York 
as  vice-president.  Later,  he  was  sent  to 
the  west  coast  as  district  manager  of  the 
six  offices  there. 

When  the  merger  came,  and  the  com- 
pany became  M-G-M,  he  continued  as  dis- 
trict manager  with  headquarters  in  San 
Francisco,  handling  that  exchange  to- 


gether with  Seattle  and  Portland.  A year 
later,  in  1925,  he  returned  to  the  middle 
west  as  district  manager,  handling  St. 
Louis,  Kansas  City,  Omaha  and  Des 
Moines.  Sometime  later,  he  went  to  De- 
troit, this  time  as  district  manager  hand- 
ling the  motor  city,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh  and  Albany. 

About  a year  ago,  there  came  a re-align- 
ment of  M-G-M  districts,  and  Jack  Flynn 
came  to  Chicago  in  his  present  district 
managership,  handling  Detroit,  Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis,  and  Indianapolis,  in  addition 
to  the  Windy  City. 

Jack  Flynn  is  not  merely  a district 
manager,  though  he  is  the  senior  member 
of  the  d.m.’s.  He  has  been  counseled  many 
times  for  his  opinions  on  sales  policies, 
and  is  highly  regarded  by  the  M-G-M 
home  office  in  New  York.  This  same  high 
regard  for  him  is  held  also  by  M-G-M’s 
studio  chief,  Louis  B.  Mayer. 

His  Business  Philosophy 

His  business  philosophy  is  that  two  hon- 
est, sincere,  sane  business  men — seller  and 
buyer — can  sit  down  and  thrash  out  any 
business  difficulties  and  reach  an  amic- 
able solution.  He  has  always  worked  on 
the  theory  that  every  theatre  operator  is 
a potential  customer  and  it  has  been  his 
policy  to  develop  the  finest  business  and 
friendly  relationship  possible  with  exhibi- 
tors. 

“I  have  developed  many  fine  friend- 
ships,” says  Jack  Flynn,  “during  the  26 
years  I’ve  been  in  the  film  industry  and 
these  I prize  above  all  else.” 

When  you  find  J.  E.  F.  talking  about 
something  besides  what  good  pictures 
M-G-M  has,  it’ll  probably  be  fishing.  He 
talks  an  excellent  casting  game,  for  he 
hardly  ever  has  time  to  put  it  in  practice. 
He  also  is  an  excellent  swimmer  and 
spends  other  free  moments  swinging  golf 
clubs. 


"Borrowed  Time"  Pleases 
Chicago  Film  Council 

Chicago — The  August  listing  of  pictures 
by  the  Chicago  Better  Film  Council,  is  as 
follows : 

Family  — “Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever,”  “On  Borrowed  Time”  (M-G-M) ; 
“Daughters  Courageous”  (WB) ; “The  Man 
in  the  Iron  Mask”  (UA) ; “Mr.  Wong  in 
Chinatown”  (Mono);  “Climbing  High” 
(GB) ; and  “Invitation  to  the  Waltz”  Brit- 
ish. 

Adults  and  young  adults  — “Exile  Ex- 
press (GN) : “Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris,” 
“Parents  on  Trial”  (Col) ; “Hotel  Imperial” 
(Para) ; “Stronger  Than  Desire”  and  “Tell 
No  Tales”  (M-G-M). 

Adults — “Each  Dawn  I Die”  (FN) ; “Lady 
of  the  Tropics”  (M-G-M) ; and  “L’Alibi” 
(ABN). 

“On  Borrowed  Time”  was  listed  as  “a 
beautiful  portrayal,  highly  recommended.” 

Theatre  Cooperative  Firm 
Formed  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — A new  corporation  has 
been  formed  here  to  be  known  as  the  In- 
dianapolis Co-operative  Theatres,  Inc., 
with  headquarters  at  603  Indiana  Trust 
Bldg.  Harry  Markun,  operator  of  the  Tal- 
bott & Belmont  theatres  will  be  resident 
agent.  The  purpose  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion is  to  foster  the  business  of  motion 
picture  theatre  owners. 

The  corporation  has  no  capital  stock 
and  is  a non-profit  organization.  The  in- 
corporators are  Harry  Markun,  Oscar 
Kuschner,  operator  of  the  Hollywood  The- 
atre and  Irving  Tamler,  operator  of  the 
Tuxedo  Theatre. 

Oshkosh  Mayor  Approves 
Electrical  Inspection 

Oshkosh,  Wis. — Mayor  George  F.  Oaks 
on  August  28  approved  an  ordinance  for 
the  city  providing  for  the  appointment  by 
the  common  council  of  an  electrical  in- 
spector and  the  licensing  of  electricians. 

The  new  measure  gives  the  electrical  in- 
spector the  power  to  inspect  the  wiring 
and  electric  installations  of  all  theatres 
in  the  city  at  least  once  in  three  months 
and  to  cause  all  defects  therein,  if  any, 
to  be  remedied  within  15  days. 

Bookers  Club  Election 
Date  Is  September  26 

Chicago — Postponed  from  last  week,  the 
election  of  the  Film  Bookers’  Club  will  be 
held  next  meeting.  That  meeting  is  sched- 
uled to  be  held  'Tuesday,  September  26, 
in  the  club  rooms  at  the  Crillon  Hotel. 


Cartright  Back  From  Vacation 

Anderson,  Ind. — Charles  Cartright,  as- 
sistant to  Perd  Nessel  at  the  State  The- 
atre, has  returned  from  a vacation  with 
his  family,  driving  to  eastern  points.  They 
visited  friends  in  Detroit. 
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Chicago  Releases 


Chicago — Releases  for  October  in  the 
Chicago  film  territory  are  listed  as  follows 
(first  figure  is  production  number,  last 
figure  running  time)  : 

WEEK  OF  OCTOBER  1 

3842 —  Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) — 68. 

3843 —  Heritage  oi  the  Desert  (Para) — 74. 

954 — Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th-Fox 
—79. 

315 — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) — 82. 

360 — Daughters  Courageous  (FN) — 107. 

— Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk  (Univ) — 65. 
935 — Conspiracy  (RKO) — 60. 

846 — Colorado  Sunset  (Rep) — 60. 

— When  a Man's  a Man  (Mono) — 57. 

— Songs  and  Saddles  (Sup) — 64. 

WEEK  OF  OCTOBER  8 

3844 —  Bulldog  Drummond's  Bride  (Para) — 56. 
944 — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever  (M-G-M) 

—86. 

938—6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)— 62. 

953 — News  Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox) — 71. 

325—  Waterfront  (WB)— 60. 

9005 — Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris  (Col) — 77. 

985 — Timber  Stampede  (RKO) — 59. 

— Hitch  Hike  Lady  (Rep) — 76. 

— Forbidden  Music  (Mono) — 64. 

— Daughter  of  the  Tong  (Sup) — 62. 

WEEK  OF  OCTOBER  15 
3846 — Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) — 65. 

942 —  On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M) — 99. 

951 — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) — 71. 

356 — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN) — 91. 

9033 — Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col) — 62. 

— Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ) — 64. 

993 — Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) — 83. 

944 — Lost  Squadron  (RKO). 

868 — New  Frontier  (Rep) — 55. 

— Scouts  of  the  Air  (Mono) — 60. 

— Shakedown  (Mono) — 61. 

— Straight  Shooter  (Sup) — 60. 

WEEK  OF  OCTOBER  22 

3849 —  Night  Work  (Para) — 61. 

943 —  Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) — 114. 

002 —  Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th-Fox) — 63. 

326 —  Torchy  Plays  With  Dynamite  (WB) — 59. 
— Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) — 111. 

9018 — Man  They  Could  Not  Hang  (Col) — 63. 
930— Career  (RKO)— 80. 

— House  of  1,000  Candles  (Rep) — 68. 

— Overland  Mail  (Mono) — 55. 

— Mystic  Circle  Murder  (Sup) — 63. 

WEEK  OF  OCTOBER  29 

3850 —  Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para) — 89. 

947 — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) — 90. 

003 —  Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox) — 

101. 

366 — Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN) — 57. 

— Winter  Carnival  (UA) — 89. 

9008 — Coast  Guard  (Col) — 61. 

3007 — I Stole  a Million  (Univ) — 72. 

933— Bod  Lands  (RKO)— 69. 

911 — Flight  at  Midnight  Rep) — 69. 

— Orage  (Mono) — 76. 

— Mutiny  on  the  Elsinore  (Sup) — 69. 


Cooperate  on  Contest 

Indianapolis — The  Circle  and  Apollo 
theatres  here  are  cooperating  in  the 
“Gateway  to  Hollywood”  contest  spon- 
sored by  RKO.  James  Moore,  studio  tal- 
ent scout,  gave  auditions  at  the  Claypool 
Theatre  here.  Final  choice  of  the  winner 
will  be  made  by  Jesse;  Lasky  later  in  the 
month. 


Honors  a Rival — 

When  Thor  Hauschild,  manager  of  the 
Paramount  Theatre  in  Marion,  Ind., 
presented  a bronze  plaque  to  the 
‘‘Leading  Citizen”  of  Marion  as  an 
exploitation  stunt  for  “Our  Leading 
Citizen”  it  became  his  duty  to  honor 
Billy  Connors,  manager  of  the  com- 
peting first-run  theatre.  Here,  Haus- 
child, right,  is  presenting  the  award  to 
Connors. 

Heavy  Compelition 
This  Fall  Looms 

Chicago — Bowling  alleys,  dance  halls  and 
skating  rinks  are  expected  to  offer  in- 
creased night  competition  to  theatres  this 
fall. 

Reports  are  that  bowling  alleys  have 
continued  their  almost  mushroom  growth 
this  summer,  to  add  scores  to  those  that 
practically  over-ran  the  city  last  season. 
In  fact,  so  interested  have  athletic-minded 
man  and  women  become  in  the  sport,  that 
some  alleys  are  already  over-taxed  for 
league  enrollments. 

The  sport  is  not  a cheap  one  and  re- 
quires contestants  to  spend  practically  an 
entire  evening,  not  leaving  any  time  for 
theatre  attendance  on  at  least  that  night. 

Skating  rinks  also  have  been  reported 
being  prepared  for  the  fall  and  winter  in 
greater  numbers,  and  the  usual  large  num- 
ber of  dance  halls  are  expected  to  re- 
open. 


Demand  Grows  for  Picture 
Dealing  With  World  War 

Chicago — The  European  war  has  cre- 
ated a big  demand  for  prints  of  “When 
Germany  Surrendered,”  dealing  with  the 
last  World  War,  according  to  Johnny 
Mednikow,  who  has  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Michigan  distribution  rights  to  the  film. 

Duke  Hickey,  handling  publicity  on  the 
picture,  was  in  Detroit  this  week  working 
on  an  engagement  in  the  auto  town. 


Short  Term  Loan 


Indianapolis — Following  an  item  which 
appeared  recently  in  the  Indianapolis  News 
regarding  the  holdup  at  “Joey’s  Smoke 
Shop”  on  Meridian  St.,  just  north  of  Film- 
row,  there  have  been  a lot  of  rumors  as 
to  just  what  really  happened. 

It  seems  that  two  well-known  Indiana 
exhibitors,  one  operating  a theatre  in 
Indianapolis  and  the  other  operating  the- 
atres in  several  Indiana  towns  were  pres- 
ent to  witness  the  entire  proceedings. 

The  patrons  were  seated  around  a table 
in  Joey’s  Smoke  Shop  about  midnight  en- 
joying a smoke,  or  whatever  one  does  in 
a smoke  shop,  when  two  men  strolled  in 
and  forced  everyone  to  line  up  against  the 
wall. 

It  seems  that  the  exhibitor  who  operates 
theatres  in  various  towns  in  Indiana  had 
just  “gone  broke”  doing  whatever  you  do 
in  a smoke  shop  and  had  borrowed  ap- 
proximately $200  from  the  Indianapolis 
exhibitor.  And  it  was  shortly  after  this 
transaction  that  the  two  strangers  ap- 
peared, removed  the  valuables  from  the 
“patrons”  among  which  was  the  $200  just 
borrowed.  Then  when  they  came  to  the  In- 
dianapolis exhibitor,  they  asked  him  if  he 
was  working  there  or  just  one  of  the 
“suckers.”  He  replied  he  was  a sucker 
so  they  told  him  to  keep  his  money,  which 
all  goes  to  prove  that  good  turns  will  be 
rewarded.  Now  who  can  figure  out  who 
the  exhibitors  are? 

Into  Surplus  to  Make  Up 
Loss  of  Opera  Season 

St.  Louis — The  892  firms  and  individ- 
uals who  subscribed  $105,430  to  guarantee 
the  1939  season  of  the  Municipal  Opera 
Ass’n  against  loss  will  not  be  called  upon 
to  make  up  the  small  deficit  that  resulted 
from  the  1939  season  which  closed  August 
27.  Whatever  loss  might  have  been  in- 
curred will  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  built 
up  in  prior  seasons. 

Only  twice  in  21  years  were  guarantors 
called  upon  to  pay  losses.  In  1919,  they 
contributed  $11,000  and  in  1930,  $28,000. 
They  were  reimbursed  later  from  profits 
of  subsequent  years. 


Lay  Purdue  University's 
Music  Hall  Cornerstone 

Lafayette,  Ind. — The  cornerstone  of  the 
$900,000  Purdue  University  music  hall  and 
auditorium  was  laid  here  August  31.  The 
building  will  seat  6,027  persons. 

Erected  as  a PWA  project,  it  is  to  be 
completed  next  spring.  Speakers  included 
President  Edward  C.  Elliott,  and  L.  J. 
Arthur,  PWA  engineer. 


Cooper  Redecorates 

Brazil,  Ind. — Stanley  A.  Cooper,  opera- 
tor of  the  Lark  and  Sourwine  theatres, 
have  completed  recarpeting  and  redeco- 
rating the  Lark  for  opening  of  the  new 
film  season  September  10.  Plans  are  also 
under  way  for  redecoration  of  the  Sour- 
wine Theatre  in  the  very  near  future. 
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A Theatre  Firm  Formed 
In  Richmond  Heights 

Richmond  Heights,  Mo. — The  Esquire 
Theatre  Co.  has  been  incorporated  to  own 
and  operate  the  new  Esquire  on  Clayton 
Road,  which  is  scheduled  to  open  within  a 
few  weeks. 

The  company  is  capitalized  for  $10,000. 
Incorporation  papers  provide  for  100  shares 
of  no  par  value  stock.  The  incorporators: 
Samuel  M.  Schucart,  St.  Louis,  50  shares; 
Sam  Komm,  Collinsville,  111.,  25  shares, 
and  Sam  Levin,  St,  Louis,  25  shares. 

Levin,  an  attorney,  is  also  interested 
in  the  Norside  and  Will  Rogers  theatres 
in  St,  Louis,  while  Komm  has  a financial 
interest  in  houses  in  Collinsville,  East  St. 
Louis  and  St.  Louis. 


Book  Night  Contract 

Chicago  — Book  Night,  now  being  of- 
fered by  Ben  Burns  and  Bernard  Hoyt  of 
Consolidated  Book  Publishers,  to  Chicago 
exhibitors,  will  go  into  the  B&K  Norshore 
Theatre  shortly. 


Baldwin  for  Three 

Hollywood — Richard  Baldwin  has  sign- 
ed a three-picture  pact  with  Stephens- 
Lang  Productions  to  appear  in  the  three 
remaining  “Dr.  Christian”  pictures  which 
RKO  will  release. 


W.  H.  Dillon  Plans  One 

Morehouse,  Mo. — W.  H.  Dillon  plans 
construction  of  a new  400-seat  theatre 
here  to  be  known  as  the  Dillon. 


Fine  Distinction 


South  Bend,  Ind.  — This  actually  hap- 
pened, so  says  M-G-M’s  praiser-extraord- 
inary,  Norman  Pyle,  who  was  here  work- 
ing on  the  engagement  of  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz”  at  the  Colfax  Theatre. 

A youngster,  about  six  or  seven  years  old, 
came  up  to  the  cashier,  pushed  some 
money  into  the  boxoffice,  and  asked  for; 

“Three  tickets,  please;  one  child’s  and 
two  ‘humans.’  ” 


ST.  IILOWM^ 

0 D.  HILL,  manager  of  the  local  Colum- 
bia office,  was  in  New  York  on  business. 

Barney  Rosenthal  of  Republic  was  in 
Rolla,  Mo.,  and  vicinity  last  week,  while 
his  partner,  Nat  Steinberg,  made  Cairo  and 
other  southern  Illinois  points. 

South  St.  Louis  is  glad  A1  Rosecan, 
owner  of  the  Princess  Theatre,  has  re- 
turned from  his  vacation  in  Hollywood. 
A1  has  supplied  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
dishes  used  in  the  south  side  through  dish 
nights  at  his  house. 

Col.  Lawrence  McDaniel,  excise  com- 
missioner, probably  can  be  found  in  one 
of  the  local  first  run  theatres  each  Mon- 
day night,  now  that  the  Municipal  Opera 
seasoii  has  closed. 

James  E.  Harris  of  Loew’s  Theatre  has 
obtained  a commercial  pilot’s  license. 

Out-of-towners  along  the  Row  included 


Stern  Handles  Goldblatt 
25th  Anniversary  Tieup 

Chicago — Sidney  Stern  of  General  Film 
Laboratories  is  handling  details  of  a tie- 
up  with  80  local  theatres  and  the  Goldblatt 
Bros,  department  stores,  in  celebration  of 
Goldblatts’  25th  anniversary  in  business. 

Theatres  are  offering  a bicycle  to  the 
boy  who  gives  the  best  answer  to  the 
question,  “What  Goldblatts  has  accom- 
plished in  the  last  25  years.”  Each  theatre 
runs  a trailer  on  its  screen,  and  the  boys 
are  given  cards  to  fill  out.  Each  theatre 
gives  away  a bicycle. 

Chicago  Zone  Leaders  in 
Warner  s 13-Week  Drive 

Chicago — The  first  five  theatres  in  the 
Chicago  zone  at  the  end  of  the  13-week 
Warner  Theatres  national  drive,  in  point  of 
greatest  percentage  of  increase  in  net  re- 
sults, were: 

Paramount,  Hammond,  E.  Arkin,  man- 
ager; Stratford,  Chicago,  Steve  Fitzgerald; 
Mirth,  Milwaukee,  Karl  Kelley;  Appleton, 
Appleton,  Wis.,  A1  Kopulos;  and  Granada, 
Milwaukee,  Charles  Bosch;  in  the  order 
named. 


John  Spaulding  of  Flora,  III.,  and  A. 
Weeks,  Staunton,  III. 

George  E.  “Dad”  McKean,  local  repre- 
sentative of  Bank  Night,  is  about  recov- 
ered from  the  recent  illness  he  contracted 
while  vacationing  in  Indiana. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  mcmagement  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President.  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAYI!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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War  and  Heal  Denis  Fate  of  Minneapolis  Twin  Bills 
Holiday  Atlendance  Is  Hanging  in  the  Balance 


Kansas  City— The  effect  of  war  was  felt 
sharply  by  exhibitors  here  and  in  western 
Missouri  and  Kansas  over  the  Labor  Day 
holiday.  The  first  shock  of  the  news  from 
Europe  had  the  effect  of  keeping  people 
at  their  radios.  The  extraordinary  heat 
over  the  same  period  was  a contributing 
factor. 

Judging  from  scattered  reports,  the  ef- 
fect amounted  to  about  ten  per  cent,  al- 
though in  some  cases  it  was  considered 
larger;  in  others,  smaller. 

By  midweek,  however,  most  persons  were 
recovering  from  the  shock  that  accom- 
panied the  news  of  hostilities,  and  were 
already  adjusting  themselves  to  their  nor- 
mal course.  The  reaction  seemed  to  be 
one  of  continued  interest  in  the  war,  but 
much  less  feverish  anxiety  to  hear  war 
reports  hour  by  hour.  People  were  return- 
ing to  old  habits  of  getting  their  news  from 
newspapers  in  the  regular  editions  and 
from  their  favorite  (and  not  all  the  pro- 
grams) radio  program. 

Observers  along  Filmrow  here  were  in- 
clined to  think  that  another  week  or  two 
would  see  a return  to  normalcy;  that  then 
people  would  start  going  back  to  thea- 
tres as  in  the  past,  and  that  very  likely 
the  increased  activity  in  business  that  in- 
evitably will  result  from  the  European  con- 
flict— which  will  mean  more  on  the  pay- 
roll, higher  wages,  etc. — should  be  reflect- 
ed in  theatre  grosses. 

Commonwealth  Circuit 
Annexes  Two  Theatres 

Kansas  City — Two  houses  were  added 
to  the  list  of  Commonwealth  Theatres 
when  the  circuit  took  over  the  Paramount 
at  Rock  Port,  Mo.,  under  an  arrangement 
with  John  C.  Stapel.  Comonwealth  se- 
cured an  interest  in  the  house.  Roy  Jones 
is  managing.  He  formerly  was  at  Marce- 
line.  Mo.,  for  Commonwealth. 

In  a deal  with  Griffith-Dickinson  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  Commonwealth  took  over  the 
operation  of  the  Dickinson,  Creston,  la. 
C.  H.  Kirkpatrick,  manager,  will  continue 
in  that  capacity. 

John  WoUberg's  Giles  Has 
Gala  Opening  Sept.  1 

Kansas  City — The  new  Giles  Theatre, 
formerly  the  Mokan,  was  formally  opened 
September  1 by  John  Wolfberg  with  a 
sneak  preview  of  a major  first-run  hit. 
Red  Blackburn  and  his  orchestra  on  the 
stage,  along  with  the  VFW  drum  and 
bugle  corps,  the  Ludwig  accordion  band, 
and  a special  radio  broadcast  over  radio 
station  KCMO. 

The  new  theatre,  which  represents  a 
complete  remodeling  and  redecoration  of 
the  former  Mokan,  now  is  one  of  the  fin- 
est suburban  houses. 


"Timber  Wolf"  to  Seiler 

Hollywood  — Lew  Seiler  will  direct 
“Timber  Wolf”  for  Warner.  Dennis  Mor- 
gan, Ronald  Reagan  and  Alan  Hale  are 
featured. 


Minneapolis — With  the  city  council  or- 
dinances committee  having  under  advise- 
ment the  Northwest  Allied  sponsored  and 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  opposed  or- 
dinance limiting  continuous  screen  per- 
formances to  two  hours  and  15  minutes 
so  as  to  outlaw  double  features,  the  fate 
of  the  Aster  Theatre,  Gateway  and  neigh- 
borhood theatres’  Saturday  twin  bills 
hangs  in  the  balance. 

The  committee  will  meet  next  week,  at 
which  time  it  either  may  decide  on  public 
hearings  or  vote  on  the  question  of  whether 
it  should  table  the  proposed  measure  or 
recommend  its  passage  or  defeat  to  the 
council. 

President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest 
Allied,  pointing  out  the  spread  of  double 
features,  declares  that  local  independents 
are  unanimous  in  favoring  the  passage 
of  the  ordinance.  He  has  predicted  that 
unless  it  is  enacted  the  territory  will  go 
100  per  cent  dual  bill  within  a very  short 
while.  The  vast  majority  of  independents 
are  strongly  opposed  to  double  features, 
he  points  out,  and  are  fearful  that  the 
“undesirable”  policy  will  become  general. 

Double  Features  “Lifesavers" 

Even  the  Gateway  district  exhibitors, 
who  have  been  double  featuring  at  a dime 
for  years,  and  the  independent  neighbor- 

Awaits  "Right  Time" 
To  Form  New  Group 

Minneapolis — All  is  still  quiet  on  the 
exhibitors’  front  here.  Sol  Letaedoff,  arch 
foe  of  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  North- 
west Allied,  still  apparently  is  awaiting 
a “propitious  time”  to  get  his  new  rival 
organization  to  Northwest  Allied  going. 

Lebedoff  continues  to  insist  that,  de- 
spite the  fact  only  one  exhibitor  showed 
up  at  his  second  meeting,  he’s  determined 
to  proceed  with  his  plans.  But,  he  admits, 
“it  all  will  take  time.” 

Northwest  Allied  leaders  are  confident 
nothing  further  will  come  of  Lebedoff’s 
campaign — that  the  proposed  new  asso- 
ciation already  is  “as  good  as  dead  and 
buried.”  They  point  out  that  neither  Lebe- 
doff himself  nor  any  of  his  supposed  fol- 
lowers appeared  before  the  city  council 
ordinances  committee  to  oppose  the  pro- 
posed anti-double  feature  ordinance  which 
they  were  supposed  to  be  fighting. 

Even  those  exhibitors  not  associated  with 
Northwest  Allied  profess  to  have  little  in- 
terest in  Lebedoff’s  “Tri-State  Exhibitors’ 
Ass’n.”  On  the  other  hand,  Lebedoff  claims 
that  he  has  had  “plenty  of  assurance  of 
support  from  the  boys  at  the  proper  time” 
and  that  “a  large  number  of  exhibitors 
have  agreed  to  become  members  of  the 
new  body”  and  “help  fight  for  lower  film 
rentals.” 


hood  exhibitors  who  have  been  asserting 
that  the  special  Saturday  midnight  shows, 
comprising  twin  bills,  are  their  present 
“lifesavers”  are  strongly  supporting  the 
proposed  ordinance,  according  to  Steffes. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  opposes 
this  type  of  industry  regulation,  believing 
it  can  run  its  own  affairs.  Further  po- 
litical and  legislative  regulation  along  dif- 
ferent lines  undoubtedly  would  follow,  it 
believes. 

Belief  in  the  trade  is  that  the  measure 
has  comparatively  small  chance  for  pass- 
age. It  is  pointed  out  that  the  city  at- 
torney’s staff  believes  the  subject  would 
be  more  a matter  for  state  legislation 
than  municipal  action  because,  they  be- 
lieve, it  involves  regulation  more  ap- 
propriate for  state  action  than  a health 
and  morals  issue.  The  municipality  is  not 
empowered  to  enact  ordinances  regulat- 
ing industry. 

Newspaper  Denounces  Duals 

In  an  editorial,  the  Minneapolis  Times- 
Tribune  expressed  the  view  that  double 
features  are  undesirable  and  not  wanted 
by  the  public  generally.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  the  newspaper  states  that, 
in  its  opinion,  the  situation  does  not  re- 
quire legislation — that  the  motion  picture 
industry  can  be  depended  upon  to  shape 
its  own  policies  in  accord  with  public 
desire. 

“People  usually  are  anxious  to  get  all 
they  can  for  their  money,  yet  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  that  is  not  wholly  true 
when  it  comes  to  double  feature  movies,” 
said  the  editorial.  “The  topic  is  one 
which  has  been  discussed  for  some  time 
thi'oughout  the  nation,  and  there  is  a 
surprising  vigor  about  public  reactions 
against  the  “two  for  the  price  of  one” 
policy  on  the  part  of  motion  picture  the- 
atres. In  general,  it  would  seem  that  the 
public  unhesitatingly  prefers  one  good 
movie  to  two  mediocre  ones. 

“Discussion  of  the  double  feature  de- 
velopment before  the  Minneapolis  city 
council  added  an  unusual  topic  to  the 
broad  range  considered  by  the  city  fath- 
ers. They  are  no  doubt  used  to  treating 
a baffling  variety  of  problems,  but  the 
issue  of  how  much  is  too  much  in  the 
field  of  movie  fare  was  a brand  new  one. 
The  council  reserved  judgment.  It  ap- 
parently could  generate  no  great  excite- 
ment over  the  warning  that  failure  to 
limit  movie  programs  to  two  hours  and 
15  minutes  meant  prompt  and  certain 
growth  of  the  trend  toward  double  fea- 
ture billings.  Councilmen  evidently  rea- 
soned that  that  trend,  like  a good  many 
others,  had  waxed  and  waned  completely 
oblivious  to  the  existence  of  such  bodies 
as  city  councils.  They  were  unconvinced, 
too,  as  to  the  immediacy  of  peril. 

“The  double  feature  program  has  sur- 
prisingly few  champions  in  this  land  of 
moviegoers.  Trends  affecting  it  are  like- 
ly to  shape  permanent  policy  without  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  the  ‘pass-a-law’ 
formula.” 
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Lincoln  Theatre  Row 
Aspect  Is  Altered 

Lincoln — Two  major  decisions,  as  they 
affect  theatre  Row,  were  made  this  week 
by  Howard  Federer,  general  manager  of 
the  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc. 

One  was  that  he’ll  re-light  the  Liberty, 
1,000  seater,  about  September  15,  and  the 
other,  that  he’ll  give  vaudeville  a test 
run  in  the  Varsity. 

Both  events  coincide  with  the  opening  of 
the  schools  and  colleges  here  in  mid-Sep- 
tember. 

Nature  of  the  Liberty  policy  is  imde- 
cided,  although  Federer  said  he  was  think- 
ing of  making  it  the  ace  house  of  the 
NTT’s  string  of  four  (Varsity,  Liberty, 
Colonial  and  Kiva),  leaving  the  Varsity 
on  a dual  B policy,  the  Colonial  with  its 
westerns  and  actions,  and  the  Kiva  stay- 
ing on  seconds. 

'The  vaude  try  is  going  to  be  minor,  he 
said,  and  if  taken  well  by  the  Varsity’s 
patrons,  will  be  pushed  into  something 
stronger. 

Decision  to  relight  the  Liberty,  which 
has  been  shuttered  for  four  months,  makes 
Lincoln  one  of  the  few  keys  in  the  United 
States  to  be  100  per  cent  lighted.  It  will 
have  eight  downtown  theatres  going,  com- 
plete usage  of  all  available  theatrical  real 
estate. 


McGinley  Addresses  "U" 
Staii  in  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis  — The  local  Universal 
branch  was  visited  by  L.  J.  McGinley. 
Seattle  branch  manager  and  western  field 
captain  for  the  “Exhibitor  Sponsored  Tes- 
timonial for  Universal,”  who  conferred 
with  H.  B.  Johnson,  local  branch  manager, 
and  addressed  the  local  staff,  stating  the 
testimonial’s  purpose  and  what  was  ex- 
pected of  Minneapolis.  Johnson  reported 
that  exhibitors  in  this  territory  are  show- 
ing much  interest  in  the  testimonial. 


Editorial  Encourages 
"Oz"  Attendance 

Minneapolis — The  Minneapolis  Slar- 
loumal  ran  a lead  editorial  recom- 
mending attendance  at  “The  Wizard 
of  Oz”  at  the  the  State  Theatre.  The 
newspaper  linked  the  picture  and  the 
State  Fair  as  especially  desirable  di- 
version during  the  critical  European 
time.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time 
here  that  a newspaper  has  used  its 
lead  editorial  to  encourage  patronage 
of  a film. 

Y oungclaus-T  ri-St  ales 
Accord  Reaffirmed 

Lincoln — Agreement,  which  has  lasted 
nearly  two  years  between  William  Young- 
claus  and  the  A.  H.  Blank-Tri-States  The- 
atres in  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  was  re-af- 
firmed in  Omaha,  after  a two-day  dicker 
between  Youngclaus  and  G.  Ralph  Branton. 

Situation  there  remains  as  usual — 
Youngclaus  operates  the  Island  and  keeps 
the  Empress  closed,  while  Blank-Tri- 
States  and  Harry  Schiller,  run  the  Capi- 
tol and  Grand,  keeping  the  Majestic 
closed.  Town  has  turned  profitable,  it  is 
understood,  since  the  agreement  went  into 
effect,  for  all  parties. 

Meantime,  Youngclaus  leased  the  build- 
ing next  door  to  the  Empress,  which  would 
allow  for  expansion  of  seats,  should  the 
agreement  ever  fall  through.  First  runs 
play  the  Blank-Schiller  houses,  and 
Youngclaus  takes  the  A seconds  and  west- 
erns. 


A,  P,  Welch  Buys  Hayiield 
Theatre  From  Behrndt 

Hayfield,  Minn. — A.  P.  Welch  has  ac- 
quired the  theatre  here  from  Ed  Behrndt, 
who  resides  at  Kassen,  Minn.  He  will 
operate  the  house  himself. 


Crops,  Cattle  Upsurge 
Boon  to  Theatres 

Minneapolis — Skyrocketing  grain  and 
cattle  prices,  caused  by  the  war,  are  be- 
lieved to  assure  this  territory’s  exhibitors 
prosperity  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Whenever  bountiful  crops  have  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  good  prices,  as  is  now 
the  case,  theatre  patronage  and  business 
generally  have  boomed  in  this  particular 
territory  which  is  mainly  dependent  on 
agriculture’s  welfare  for  its  own  well  be- 
ing. 

It  is  too  early,  of  course,  to  feel  the 
effects  of  the  zooming  grain  prices.  Much 
of  the  present  crop  hasn’t  been  market- 
ed yet.  The  fact  that  it  still  is  in  the 
farmers’  hands  increases  the  prospects  for 
good  times  because  it  means  the  soil  till- 
ers will  get  the  benefit  of  the  rise  and 
buying  power  will  soar. 

In  general,  show  business  was  starting 
to  show  some  improvement  before  the  war 
crisis.  With  interest  at  fever  pitch  in  the 
European  developments  and  people  gluing 
themselves  to  their  radios  theatre  patron- 
age has  been  somewhat  adversely  affected. 
Now  that  war  actually  has  broken  out, 
however,  and  European  reports  are  not 
coming  in  with  such  frequency,  the  pub- 
lic again  is  turning  to  the  theatres  for 
diversion  and  trade  has  started  on  the 
mend,  according  to  a survey. 

No  less  than  four  outstanding  attrac- 
tions have  been  doing  big  business  in 
downtown  Minneapolis.  “The  Folies  Ber- 
gere”  and  the  Stroud  Twins  have  been 
attracting  large  crowds  to  the  Orpheum 
and  Minnesota,  respectively,  while,  among 
the  films,  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  “The  Star 
Maker”  and  “Four  Feathers”  have  been 
exceptional  magnets,  the  first-named 
drawing  crowds  comparable  to  those  that 
attended  “Boys  Town”  here. 

Diamond  to  Open  Roxy  in 
Eldorado  on  Sept.  14 

Kansas  City — On  Filmrow  this  week, 
Gus  Diamond  announced  the  opening  of 
his  new  Roxy  Theatre  at  Eldorado,  Kas., 
would  be  September  14.  Gus,  who  also 
operates  houses  in  Salina  and  Arkansas 
City,  Kas.,  is  inviting  friends  from  the 
film  and  theatre  business  to  inspect  the 
new  400-seat  Roxy.  The  house  was  de- 
signed by  Charles  Sharp,  architect,  Em- 
poria, Kas. 


Anything  to  Satisfy 
The  Customers 

Omaha — Anything  to  satisfy  the  cus- 
tomers, says  Hank  Tammen,  owner  of 
the  Dakotan  and  Moon  theatres  at 
Yankton,  S.  D. 

Tammen  found  he  was  short  on  film 
one  noon.  He  drove  to  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.,  and  return,  a distance  of  164 
miles,  in  135  minutes  in  order  to  keep 
the  program  right  on  schedule. 


Visitors  to  Hollywood — 

Claude  Rains,  second  from  right,  entertains  N.  W.  Huston,  left.  Galena,  Kas., 
exhibitor,  and  a party  of  friends  who  visited  the  “Four  Wives"  set  at  the 
Warner  studio  in  Burbank. 
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RESERVATIONS  at  the  dinner  given  by 
the  local  film  industry  for  L.  E.  “Nickey” 
Goldhammer  in  celebration  of  his  elevation 
from  RKO  branch  to  district  manger: 
Bill  Elson  in  his  usual  fine  toastmaster 
fettle.  Keeping  ’em  laughing  with  his  hu- 
morous sallies  and  funny  stories.  The 
theme  song  for  the  occasion,  dedicated  to 
RKO,  he  announced,  was  “I  Get  Along 
Without  You  Very  Well.”  Lots  of  chuckles 
for  this  one. 

Praise  for  the  committee  which  arranged 
the  affair.  In  addition  to  Elson  it  included 
Ben  Freedman,  Syd  Volk,  Bennie  Berger, 
Fay  Dressel  and  Lou  Elman.  They  did  a 
swell  job.  Sol  Lebedoff,  happy  and  proud, 
occupying  a place  at  the  speakers’  table, 
next  to  “Nickey,”  whose  ability  he  so  much 
admires  . . . Minneapolis  city  council  rep- 
resented by  Aldermen  Harold  Kauth  and 
Sylvester  Blotcky  ...  A.  H.  Blank,  promi- 
nent Iowa  exhibitor,  up  from  Des  Moines 
and  sitting  with  Harold  Field  on  one  side 
of  him  and  Eddie  Ruben  on  the  other. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
chief  barker  and  Northwest  Allied  presi- 
dent, telling  how  his  cattle  had  been  win- 
ning blue  ribbons  at  the  Minnesota  State 
Fair.  He  breeds  them  at  his  northern 
Minnesota  estate  . . . Dave  Kimmel  rep- 
resenting Jules  Levy  . . . Kenny  Adams 
and  Eddie  McErlane,  RKO  bookers,  very 
exclusive,  sitting  at  a table  all  by  them- 
selves. Maybe  because  they  came  into  the 
banquet  room  late  and  all  other  space  was 
occupied. 

Harold  Lyons,  2bth-Fox  salesman,  drove 
340  miles  in  from  South  Dakota  to  be  on 
hand  for  the  affair  . . . Sherman  Fitch, 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  RKO  branch  manager, 
at  the  speakers’  table  ...  An  abundance 
of  fine  food  and  drink  along  with  the  good 
fellowship  . . . “Hickey’s”  father  and  son 
both  on  hand,  making  three  generations 
present  . . . And  was  Dad  proud,  and  how? 

The  two  Crane  Sisters  of  the  Welworth 
Theatres  staff  in  New  York  to  see  the 
World’s  Fair  . . . Harold  Lyons,  who  says 
he  is  “that  way”  with  Tommy  Charek, 
Warner  salesman,  possessor  of  a brand  new 
Buick  . . . And  who  was  that  gorgeous 
dream  Tommy  Charek  was  seen  with  at 
the  Hotel  Nicollet  Minnesota  Terrace?  And 
Tommy  having  a private  telephone  line 
to  San  Francisco,  according  to  reports. 
Incidentally,  Tommy  renewed  an  old  ac- 
quaintance here  with  Leo  Seltzer,  Roller 
Derby  owner,  with  whom  he  formerly  was 
associated  in  the  show  business. 

“Hickey”  Goldhammer  was  36  years  old 
the  day  before  the  industry  party  for  him. 
So  the  event  partook  of  the  nature  of  a 
birthday  party  as  well  . . . Marty  Lebedoff, 
independent  exhibitor,  is  backfield  coach 
at  Robbinsdale  high  school.  When  in  high 
school  he  was  on  his  way  to  become  a 
football  star  when  an  injury  incapacitated 
him  and  prevented  him  from  engaging  in 
further  competition.  That  was  back  in 
1932  . . . Hetty  Solomon,  RKO  booker  in 
Chicago,  here  visiting  the  A.  F.  Sterns  and 
renewing  old  acquaintances. 

Emery  Eckberg,  manager  of  the  Holly- 
wood, South  St.  Paul,  enjoying  those  full 
moons  at  Yellowstone  National  Park  . . . 


Mannie  Sgutt,  Columbia  salesman,  driving 
a new  car  . . . Bill  Crystal,  RKO  salesman, 
displaying  ribbons  he  won  while  matricu- 
lating at  the  University  of  North  Dakota 
. . . “Golden  Boy”  is  the  new  nickname 
for  “Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager . . . Charlie  Zinn,  Century  theatre 
manager,  has  moved  into  his  new  home  in 
the  exclusive  Interlachen  district. 

Eddie  Burke,  veteran  film  man,  in  the 
U.  S.  Veterans  Hospital,  recovering  from 
a minor  illness  . . . A.  F.  Stern,  RKO  sales- 
man, has  bought  a new  home.  Ditto  Char- 
lie Winchell,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
publicity  and  advertising  head  . . . Russ 
Anger,  formerly  RKO  salesman  here  and 
now  Omaha  branch  manager,  up  for  the 
Goldhammer  dinner  . . . Lowell  Kaplan  of 
Welworth  Theatres  host  to  40  athletes  from 
De  La  Salle  high  school  at  a showing  of 
“Boys  Town”  at  Pantages  Theatre  . . . 
Bill  Passen,  Johnny  Paychek’s  publicity 
man,  up  from  Des  Moines  to  visit  with 
Tommy  Charak. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  A1  Inman,  Fairfax,  Minn.; 
Charles  Connaught,  Olivia,  Minn.;  Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  Carl  Sath- 
er,  Annendale,  Minn.;  Ernie  Phillips,  River 
Falls,  Wis.,  and  Jack  Heywood,  New  Rich- 
mond, Wis.  . . . W.  H.  Workman,  M-G-M 
branch  manager,  in  Chicago  on  business 
conference.  His  father  returned  to  his 
home  in  Cleveland  after  a visit  here. 

Mother  of  Florence  Meng,  Warner  in- 
spectress, passed  away  . . . Father  of  Bill 
Cameron,  M-G-M  city  salesman,  came  all 
the  way  from  Hova  Scotia  to  visit  him  . . . 
Monogram  in  its  new  quarters  on  Currie 
Ave.,  North,  formerly  occupied  by  Grand 
National.  The  latter  now  quartered  at  the 
corner  of  Glenwood  Ave.,  North,  and  llth 
St.  ..  . M-G-M  screened  “The  Women” 
and  the  boys  are  all  raving  . . . Gordon 
Greene,  Minnesota  Theatre  managing  di- 
rector, in  Chicago  lining  up  talent. 

Nine-year-old  daughter  of  Everett  Sei- 
bel,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  publicity 
man,  wrote  “Wizard  of  Oz”  review  publish- 
ed by  the  Star-Journal.  In  literary  ability 
the  youngster  very  evidently  takes  after 
the  old  man  . . . Ben  Blotcky  advises  that, 
after  a terrific  advance  campaign,  the 
first  Northwest  showing  of  “Beau  Geste” 
will  occur  at  the  State  here  September  15 
. . . Minneapolis  M-G-M  office  still  in  the 
lead  in  its  district  in  the  Championship 
Contest — Columbia  exchange  being  dolled 
up  by  a painting  job. 

“Union  Pacific”  still  packing  ’em  in  over 
the  territory  and  “The  Star  Maker”  ex- 
pected to  follow  in  its  boxoffice  footsteps. 
Which  is  the  reason  why  Ben  Blotcky  wears 
such  a wide  smile  . . . J.  MacFarland,  lo- 
cal branch  manager,  headed  the  local  dele- 
gation attending  the  National  Screen  re- 
gional sales  meeting.  Also  in  attendance 
were  Salesmen  David  W.  Branton,  N.  David 
Bader  and  Joe  Feldman  . . . Barrie  Burke, 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  district  super- 
visor, back  from  a vacation  trip  to  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  . . . “Hy”  Chap- 
man of  Columbia  told  all  the  boys  to  tune 
in  last  Monday  on  the  “Magic  Key”  pro- 
gram to  hear  the  “Golden  Boy”  broadcast. 


At  World's  Fair — 

Among  recent  visitors  at  the  Para- 
mount home  office  while  doing  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  was  Barry 
Burke,  division  manager  for  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  in  Minneapolis. 

Iowa  Exhibitors  Join  in 
Campaign  on  Spending 

Des  Moines — With  the  Nation’s  Business 
map  of  general  business  conditions  show- 
ing that  Iowa  in  July  had  extended  the 
sharp  upturn  registered  in  Jime,  exhibitors 
in  this  area  have  been  devising  co-op  ads 
and  special  exploitations  to  cash  in  on 
apparent  spending  activity. 

There  were  other  indications  of  dollar 
turnover  in  the  state.  State  cigaret  taxes 
for  August  showed  an  $18,641  gain  over 
August,  1938,  and  sales  tax  receipts  for 
the  second  quarter  of  the  year  have  topped 
the  corresponding  1938  period  with  an  oxt 
pected  several  thousand  returns  yet  im- 
tabulated. 

Des  Moines  itself  saw  strike  activities 
cut  into  trading  during  most  of  August  as 
retail  stores  quit  advertising  and  the  city- 
wide dollar  day  went  by  the  boards. 

However,  the  start  of  the  new  month 
saw  the  firms  shouting  their  wares  again, 
bidding  for  a backlog  of  buying  that 
should  have  stacked  up  and  offering  mer- 
chandise that  should  bring  the  farmers 
and  small-towners  in  for  bargains — and 
entertainment. 


By  Horse  to  and 
From  Work? 

Lincoln — Playing  some  200  westerns 
in  the  past  two  years  has  had  its  ef- 
fect on  George  O.  Monroe,  at  the  Co- 
lonial here.  Open  spaces  finally  got 
him,  shown  in  his  purchase  of  a home 
this  week. 

He's  five  blocks  from  his  nearest 
neighbor  on  the  outskirts  of  town. 
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Potter  Praises  Screen  and  Talent 


Minneapolis — In  a full-page  statement 
to  motion  picture  patrons.  Merle  Potter, 
veteran  Times-Tribune  film  critic  and  edi- 
tor, paid  a high  compliment  to  the  screen 
and  the  type  of  entertainment  which  it 
is  providing  for  the  public.  Said  Potter: 

“Every  now  and  then  some  long-faced 
cynic — the  type  becomes  more  difficult  to 
find  by  the  year — starts  a lament,  despair- 
ing because  what  he  chooses  to  describe 
as  the  theatre’s  best  days  are  no  more. 

“Presumably  his  memory  is  going  back 
to  the  time  when  there  were  few,  if  any, 
motion  picture  theatres,  and  the  legiti- 
mate stage  was  magnificently  alive  and 
resplendent. 

“Well,  no  doubt  those  were  grand  days 
in  the  theatre.  Certainly  there  is  no  need 
to  disparage  the  past  the  better  to  glorify 
what  we  have  now. 

“Nevertheless,  there  is  indeed  ample 
cause  to  rejoice  in  the  present,  so  far  as 
our  theatrical  entertainment  is  concerned. 
Thirty  years  ago  Minneapolis  had  a local 
stock  company  that  operated  approxi- 
mately 40  weeks  in  every  year,  and  road 
show  companies  came  here  with  frequent 
regularity.  Probably  there  never  were  more 
than  50  performances  of  shows  in  any  one 
week. 

“Today  the  situation  is  vastly  different. 
There  are  more  than  50  motion  picture 
theatres  in  Minneapolis,  and  every  day 
there  are  more  than  200  performances  of 
shows,  on  an  average,  from  the  screens 
of  these  playhouses,  attended  every  week 
by  more  than  300.000  patrons.  The  per 
capita  cost,  by  any  standard,  is  very  low. 
It  is  possible  to  witness  performances  of 
the  best  actors  and  actresses  in  the  world, 
in  plays  written  by  the  best  playwrights 
in  the  world,  for  so  little  as  15  cents, 
and  never  more  than  55  cents. 

“Muni,  Laughton,  Tracy,  Donat,  Berg- 
ner,  Davis,  Shearer,  Sullavan,  Shakespeare, 
Howard,  Shaw,  O’Neill.  Let  no  one  say 
that  only  persons  of  inferior  talents  give 
of  their  genius  to  motion  pictures. 

“Of  course,  motion  pictures  often  wan- 
der far  from  realism.  They  would  fail  of 
their  purpose  if  they  did  otherwise.  Enough 
of  news  about  men  preparing  for  whole- 
sale slaughter  of  their  fellows,  enough 
of  ambitions  never  realized,  of  futility  and 
indecision,  of  unhappiness  and  contem- 
plation of  human  frailities. 

“Don’t  try  and  tell  us  that  there  never 
was  a ‘Snow  White,’  that  little  Dorothy 
never  did  make  that  amazing  visit  to  the 
marvelous  land  of  Oz.  We  motion  picture 
fans  know  that  these  little  things  are 
more  real  than  today’s  disappointments, 
whatever  they  may  be.  Don’t  tell  us  that 
virtue  isn’t  always  triumphant,  that 
righteousness  doesn’t  always  win.  And 
what  if  the  screen  is  filled  with  the  faces 
of  impossibly  handsome  leading  men,  with 
a surfeit  of  beautiful  women?  We  can 
see  thousands  of  other  sort  everywhere 
we  look  any  day. 

“We’re  grateful  for  motion  pictures 
which  can,  when  we  desire  it,  obstruct  the 
view  so  we  are  temporarily  shut  off  from 
a realism  we  do  not  relish. 

“Moreover,  we  are  grateful  to  motion 


pictures  which  are  so  varied  as  to  satisfy 
all  of  our  emotional,  sentimental  and  in- 
tellectual needs.  We  rejoice  in  our  ‘Pas- 
teurs’ and  our  ‘Zolas,’  our  ‘Romeo  and 
Juliets,’  all  the  pictures  of  purpose  and 
dignity,  nicely  spaced  between  things  of 
less  enduring  consequence.  We  rejoice  be- 
cause motion  pictures  are  one  of  the  great- 
est of  all  our  democratic  institutions.  There 
can  be  no  room  for  snobbery  in  the  en- 
joyment of  motion  pictures.  Given  the 
proper  time  and  place,  it  is  possible  for  the 
most  underprivileged  person  in  the  land  to 
see  a screenplay  that  costs  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  produce,  for  a few  trifling  coins. 

“It  is  the  earnest  purpose  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  department  of  this  newspaper 
to  assist  the  public  in  making  an  intelli- 
gent selection  of  what  motion  pictures  it 
cares  to  see.  In  doing  this,  we  strive  to 
be  fair  and  impartial,  keeping  always  in 
mind  the  fact  that  a great  varieties  of 
tastes  are  to  be  served.  Cheapness  and 
bad  taste  we  never  will  countenance. 

“We  do  like  motion  pictures.  We  like 
them  very,  very  much.  In  the  belief  that 
you  like  them,  too,  we  welcome  the  op- 
portunity of  making  this  department  of 
the  Times-Trihune  as  informative,  as  dis- 
criminating, as  interesting  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  us  to  make  it.” 


Chance  to  See  Red 


Des  Moines,  Ia. — Fred  iRed)  Felbinger, 
Paramount  newsreel’s  ace  football  photog 
had  to  pass  up  the  All-Star  football  game 
in  Chicago  because  of  Paramount’s  con- 
test to  pick  the  Queen  of  Iowa  Redheads. 

While  a sub  was  focusing  on  the  grid- 
men  in  Chicago,  Red  was  scowling  his  way 
through  a “screen  test”  of  the  redhead 
queen  in  front  of  the  grandstand  at  the 
Iowa  State  fair.  But  here’s  the  payoff. 
While  Red  was  cursing  about  the  fates 
that  kept  him  from  the  Chicago  game,  the 
“test”  he  was  making  was  only  a dummy. 
The  real  one  was  shot  that  afternoon. 

Felbinger  had  some  other  troubles,  too. 
Something  more  than  200  pounds  of  it  in 
the  form  of  Maestro  Paul  Whiteman 
who  was  delighted  to  crown  the  redhead 
queen  (“Hell,  I married  one  of  ’em”) , 
but  who  wouldn’t  do  it  while  Felbinger 
and  his  kodak  were  present.  Said  Paul: 
“I’m  an  old  man  in  a young  man’s  game” 
and  newsreels  were  out. 

As  a result  the  Paramount  starlet  who 
helped  with  the  judging,  does  the  crown- 
ing of  Redhead  Queen  Margaret  Leeper 
of  Waterloo,  la.,  on  Red’s  reels. 

Whiteman  had  only  praise  for  the  film 
work  of  his  wife,  the  former  Margaret 
Livingston.  “She  was  an  actress — a helluva 
good  one,”  he  remarks,  “but  she  said  one 
ham  in  the  family  was  enough  and  quit. 
It’s  too  bad  she  didn’t  keep  on  so  I could 
do  the  managing.” 

Whiteman  credits  theatre  orchestras  of 
a decade  ago  with  doing  much  toward 
educating  the  public  in  the  appreciation 
of  music.  He  points  out  that  the  or- 
chestra entertained  with  popular  music. 


Around  100  Tradesmen  at 
Dinner  for  Goldhammer 

Minneapolis — Approximately  100  exhib- 
itors and  film  men  turned  out  to  do  honor 
to  L.  E.  Goldhammer  at  a dinner  arranged 
by  the  trade  in  celebration  of  his  promo- 
tion from  RKO  branch  to  district  manager. 
The  party  was  held  in  the  Hotel  Nicollet 
grand  ballroom. 

William  Elson  was  toastmaster.  Speak- 
ers included  Sol  Lebedoff  and  Bennie  Ber- 
ger, veteran  exhibitors;  A.  H.  Blank,  promi- 
nent circuit  operator,  Des  Moines,  and  Lou 
Elman,  Des  Moines,  RKO  branch  manager. 

Lebedoff  at  one  time  worked  as  a sales- 
man for  Goldhammer  and  he  lauded  the 
latter’s  ability  and  extolled  his  qualities 
as  a man  and  a friend.  “I  wish  you  ut- 
most in  luck  and  success,”  he  told  his 
former  employer. 

One  of  Goldhammer’s  earliest  jobs  was 
with  Blank,  the  latter  said.  Even  in  his 
youthful  days,  he  asserted,  “Nickey”  gave 
plenty  of  evidence  of  the  qualities  which 
“are  carrying  him  far  up  the  ladder.” 

Telegrams  were  received  from  Jules 
Levy,  Moe  Levy,  R.  K.  Branton,  Ned  Depi- 
net,  Harry  Michalson,  Sol  Yaeger  and 
others  congratulating  “Nickey”  and  ex- 
pressing regret  at  their  inability  to  be 
present  in  person.  On  his  part,  “Nickey” 
briefly  expressed  his  thanks  and  happi- 
ness, and  promised  he  would  strive  might 
and  main  to  be  worthy  of  his  company 
and  friends’  confidence. 


Sheldon  Grengs  Now  Owns 
Both  Cloquet  Theatres 

Cloquet,  Minn. — Sheldon  Grengs  now 
owns  both  theatres  here.  He  bought  the 
opposition  house,  the  Leb,  from  the  Baer 
Bros,  who  had  purchased  it  recently  from 
W.  M.  Miller. 


OTSC's  Latest  Sales 

Kansas  City  — Recent  installations  by 
Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co.  are  an- 
nounced by  L.  J.  Kimbriel,  branch  man- 
ager, as  follows:  Tivoli  Theatre,  Mary- 
ville, Mo.,  850  Heywood-Wakefield  seats; 
L.  O.  Christian,  new  theatre.  Blue  Mound, 
Kas.,  240  seats;  Booth,  Rich  Hill,  Mo., 
lobby  furniture;  Warren  Weber’s  DeLuxe, 
St.  John,  Kas.,  carpets,  desks  and  lobby 
furniture;  1,500  seats,  Muncipial  auditor- 
ium, Moberly,  Mo.;  Metal  Crafts  Indus- 
tries, St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  desks. 


Extends  Madeleine  Carroll 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  extended 
Madeleine  Carroll  for  another  year,  with 
her  next  assignment  in  “Safari,”  opposite 
Fred  MacMurray. 


but  gave  theatre  patrons  a shot  or  two 
of  the  classics  along  with  it. 

Early  judging  of  Iowa’s  redheads  almost 
went  haywire  when  Mike  Barnes  hadda  go 
to  Minneapolis  and  A.  H.  Blank  couldn’t 
be  dragged  away  from  that  Tri-States 
party  at  the  Hyperion  club.  Paramoimt’s 
“redheaded”  starlet  balked  then,  but  Griff 
Williams,  whose  band  was  playing  at  the 
fair  that  night,  joined  the  judging  ranks 
and  saved  the  day. 
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n SMART  piece  of  showmanship,  that  of 
“ Barney  Joffee,  when  he  secured  the 
paintings  by  Mrs.  Percy  Lewis,  Marshall, 
Mo.,  Negro,  which  won  the  state  fair  prize, 
and  which  evoked  so  much  comment. 

On  the  Row:  Glen  Newbold,  Yates  Cen- 
ter, Has.;  Joe  Lenski,  Pittsburg,  Kas.;  H. 

E.  Porta,  Community,  Humansville,  Mo.; 
George  Owens,  Lathrop,  Lathrop,  Mo.; 
Charles  Thomas,  Uptown,  Sweet  Springs, 
Mo.;  Frank  Anderson,  Family,  Kirksville. 
Mo.;  J.  G.  Whitted,  Weston,  Weston,  Mo.; 

F.  L.  Lowe,  Sterling,  Kas.;  C.  E.  Cook, 
Maryville,  Mo.;  C.  A.  Brooks,  Ritz,  Marsh- 
field, Mo.;  Nick  Kotsis,  Holden,  Mo.,  in 
with  a new  story;  Louis  Griefe,  Windsor, 
Mo.;  Ferd  Ledoux,  Holton,  Kas.;  Howard 
Killian,  Hillsboro  and  Marion,  Kas.;  El- 
mer and  J.  E.  Bills,  Salisbury,  Mo.;  A.  J. 
Simmons,  Lamar,  Mo.;  George  Nescher, 
Valley  Falls,  Kas. 

Hazeljoy  Ralph  and  Gretchen  Brown  of 
Commonwealth  went  home  over  the  holi- 
day, but  in  different  directions:  the  first 
to  Newton,  Kas.,  the  latter  to  Brunswick, 
Mo.  . . . Marjorie  Crawford  of  Republic  is 
back  from  a New  York  vacation. 

Harry  Wheeler  of  Paramount  and  Mrs. 
Wheeler  went  to  Yellowstone  three  weeks 
ago  for  their  vacation.  Harry,  the  big  fish- 
erman, had  a rumble  full  of  tackle,  but 
didn’t  take  it  out — and  there’s  plenty  of 
fish  in  Yellowstone.  Looks  like  he’s  trying 
to  maintain  his  record  of  never  catching 
any. 

W.  P.  Bernfield  and  Reube  Finkelstein 
were  sitting  in  a corner  at  Variety  Club 
the  other  day,  Bernie  nursing  his  asthma 
and  Reube  crying  with  hay  fever.  Just  a 
couple  of  “casualties”  solacing  each  other. 

Walt  Kirkham  of  Commonwealth  just 
returned  from  a vacation  in  Minnesota. 

R.  O.  “Bob”  Garrett  of  the  Metro  ad- 
vertising accessories  department  and  Miss 
Babe  Swanson,  tennis  star,  will  be  mar- 
ried September  23.  Congratulations,  both! 

Columbia’s  Fun  Club  held  a picnic  last 
Friday  at  the  Waterworks  in  North  Kan- 
sas City.  Highlights  were — ribs,  and  a 
specialty  act  by  Ruth  Toler  and  Louise 
Williams,  both  very  good. 

Jim  Poland  screened  “Tumbleweeds”  for 
the  newspaper  men  and  exhibitors  the 
other  day.  Among  those  who  saw  the  Bill 
Hart  opus  were  John  Cameron  Swayze  of 
the  Journal,  and  Mrs.  Swayze;  Phil  Koury, 
Star;  Clarence  Schultz,  Ralph  Kieffer,  Glen 
Newbold,  etc. 

Don  Phillips,  Colby,  Kas.,  exhibitor,  is 
reported  married  and  on  his  honeymoon. 
The  Phillipses  are  planning  a new  house  in 
Colby. 

R.  W.  McEwan,  Magic  Eye  distributor, 
observed  his  20th  wedding  anniversary  last 
week.  He  feels  mighty  proud  and  has 
only  five  years  to  go  to  be  up  with  the 
Frank  Bowens.  Mac  has  been  in  the  film 
business  since  1898. 


Expect  Another  Big  Crowd 
At  Annual  Barbecue 

Kansas  City — Only  death  or  destruc- 
tion will  keep  members  of  the  film  and 
theatre  industry  and  allied  tradesmen 
from  the  ’steenth  annual  barbecue  at  Earl 
Jameson’s  estate  Monday  night,  Septem- 
ber 11. 

Hosts  of  the  stag  affair,  biggest  and 
best  of  all  such,  are  Jameson,  Reube  Fink- 
elstein, R.  R.  Biechele  and  Finton  Jones, 
the  four  musketeers,  who  have  bagged  for 
the  occasion  ribs,  beef,  ham  and  hot  dogs. 
The  method  will  be  barbecue. 

Starting  at  6 p.  m.,  the  event  will  last 
until  long  after  the  last  crumb  of  the 
food  is  gone. 

Tom  Collins  of  the  Journal  will  be  on 
deck  to  help  along  the  festivities;  several 
of  the  players  from  the  Kansas  City  Blues 
organization  are  expected  to  attend,  and 
a real  leading  lady  from  Hollywood  has 
been  promised.  The  latter  will  constitute, 
according  to  the  authorities,  “a  great  cin- 
ema surprise.”  There  will  be  stars  ga- 
lore— if  it  doesn’t  rain,  in  which  case 
stags  are  asked  to  use  their  rain  checks 
for  Tuesday  night. 

Jack  Barnett  of  20th-Pox  will  shoot 
some  films.  There  is  a reel  from  last  year 
in  the  J.  F.  B.  J.  archives. 


Paramount  Extends  King 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  extended 
its  option  on  Director  Louis  King,  now 
piloting  the  Dorothy  Lamour  starrer,  “Ty- 
phoon.” 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


Variety  Club  in  Kaycee 
Begins  Bowling  Season 

Kansas  City — The  Variety  Club  Bowling 
League  opened  its  season  Friday.  The  set- 
up of  teams  as  it  stood  midweek  just  be- 
fore the  opening  blast  at  Louie  was  as 
follows: 

Dubinsky  Bros.:  Bill  Dubinsky  and  M. 
Hoffman  of  Dubinsky  Bros.;  Jim  Lewis, 
Ted  Wilkins,  Bob  Riddle,  Leon  S.  Abra- 
ham, and  Winston  Brown,  RKO. 

Cinema  Club:  Andy  Anderson  of  Para- 
mount; Charley  Siebenthaler,  Independent 
Poster  Exchange;  Joe  Lysowski,  Altec; 
Walt  Kirkham,  Commonwealth,  and  Mar- 
tin Stone,  Screenland. 

National  Screen  Service;  Chet  Stiles, 
Larry  Biechele,  Ralph  Gregory,  C.  E. 
Gregory,  and  Jack  Avirill,  NSS,  and  Walt 
Abranz,  Universal. 

Film  Delivery:  Earl  Jameson,  Earl  Jame- 
son jr.,  William  Pritchett,  Ray  St.  James, 
and  Ralph  Tonge,  Film  Delivery,  and 
George  Baker. 

Finton  Jones:  Finton  Jones,  insurance; 

G.  Serslev;  Norris  Cresswell,  photographer; 
Jim  Weakley  and  John  Scott,  Republic- 
Midwest;  and  Harry  Bradbury  and  Harold 
Heilman,  Columbia. 

Warner  Bros.:  Jim  Winn,  Harry  Gaff- 
ney, Paul  Robison  and  others. 

Barkers:  Frank  Hensler  and  Walt  Lam- 
bader,  Metro;  Jack  Gregory,  Altec;  Jack 
Barnett,  20th-Fox;  Bill  Bradfield,  Colum- 
bia, and  Les  Durland. 

Leon  Abraham  is  president  of  the 
league. 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cass.il,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 
Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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^ANY  exhibitors  in  the  Omaha  trade 
area  operate  other  businesses  in  addi- 
tion to  operating  a theatre.  Here  are  a few 
of  them: 

Harold  S.  Conroy,  Roxie  Theatre,  Shel- 
ton, Neb.,  is  a barber  and  his  wife  oper- 
ates a beauty  shop  . . . Frederic  Largen, 
Lyric,  Creighton,  Neb.,  heads  the  theatre 
equipment  manufacturing  company  bear- 
ing his  name  . . . Leslie  Roth,  State,  Es- 
telline,  S.  D.,  runs  a pool  hall. 

H.  A.  Taylor,  Ritz,  Omaha,  operates  the 
Music  Box,  a highclass  downtown  dance 
hall,  in  the  winter  time  . . . Hollis  H.  Sil- 
kensen,  Silkys,  Dell  Rapids,  S.  D.,  owns  a 
service  station  . . . E.  E.  Hopkins,  new 
exhibitor  at  Whiting,  la.,  also  is  a banker 
and  general  store  owner. 

Leo  Wolcott,  Grand,  Eldora,  la.,  owns 
farms  and  ranches  and  is  a successful 
operator  . . . R.  E.  Brega,  Star,  Callaway, 
Neb.,  is  an  attorney  . . . Harold  Hall,  El- 
kader,  la.,  operates  a finance  business  in 
addition  to  the  Elkader  Theatre  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roy  Syfert,  Ainsworth,  Neb.,  are 
both  licensed  morticians. 

Walter  Gunther,  Palace,  Syracuse,  Neb., 
does  sign  work  and  sells  made-to-measure 
clothes  . . . Eylias  K.  Kleinsasser,  Met, 
Freeman,  S.  D.,  is  a commercial  photogra- 
pher . . . Dr.  Fi'ank  Rider,  Wauneta,  Neb., 
is  a dentist  when  he  is  not  operating  the 
Chateau  Theatre  ...  Dr.  J.  T.  Palensky, 
Howells,  Neb.,  also  is  a dentist. 

Bruce  Merrill,  Lyric,  Edgar,  Neb.,  is  an 
expert  electrician  and  built  much  of  his 
theatre  equipment  . . . A.  G.  Miller,  Lyric 
Atkinson,  Neb.,  is  a postmaster  . . . How- 
ard Colon,  operator  of  the  Colonial  Ti. 
atre  at  Hamburg,  la.,  also  has  worked  fo 
Uncle  Sam  as  a postmaster  . . . Bowman 
Bros.,  McClelland,  la.,  are  expert  radio 
repair  men  and  electricians. 

Mike  Moran,  Heartwell,  Neb.,  runs  a 
dance  hall  and  general  store  . . . J.  V. 
Frank,  Harvard,  Neb.,  is  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness besides  running  the  Harvard  The- 
atre . . . A.  J.  Anderson,  new  exhibitor 
at  Sloan,  la.,  is  also  an  auto  dealer  and 
restaurant  owner  . . . C.  N.  Robinson, 
Home,  Blair,  Neb.,  operates  a restaurant. 

Ray  Brown,  Harlan,  la.,  owns  some 
apartments  in  addition  to  the  Harlan  The- 
atre . . . Floyd  Wolfe,  Lynch,  Neb.,  is  a 
carpenter  . . . C.  E.  Warden,  Capitol, 
Hartley,  la.,  was  formerly  a superintendent 
of  schools  . . . Carroll  Lane,  Iowa  cir- 
cuit owner,  was  formerly  principal  of 
schools  at  Carroll,  la. 

Murrel  Simpson,  Palace,  Clearwater, 
Neb.,  is  the  town’s  bandmaster  . . . Ro- 
salie Boughn,  Sun,  Walthill,  Neb.,  is  a 
housewife  when  not  running  the  theatre 
. . . C.  M.  Peterson,  Grand,  Genoa,  Neb., 
is  a railroad  man.  His  wife  rims  the 
theatre  . . . J.  Morgan  Reynolds,  Ber- 
trand and  Elwood,  Neb.,  has  been  a rural 
mail  carrier. 

Frank  Thomas,  Brownville,  Neb.,  raised 
apples  commercially  . . . Eddie  Forester, 
Omaha  Theatre  manager,  has  been  so  suc- 
cessful as  a magazine  writer  he  resigned  to 


devote  full  time  to  it  ..  . C.  C.  Goodrich, 
Rialto,  Stromsburg,  Neb.,  runs  a garage 
. . . W.  W.  Small,  Princess,  Decatur,  Neb., 
is  an  implement  dealer. 

Phil  Lannon,  manager  of  two  theatres 
at  West  Point,  Neb.,  raises  high  grade 
hogs  . . . Fred  Baker,  Star,  Homer,  Neb., 
IS  station  agent  at  Winneoago,  Neo.  . . . 
Ed  Kugel,  State,  Holstein,  la.,  usea  to  be 
a bank  cashier  at  Ciarks,  NeD.  . . . George 
Hau,  Roseoowl,  Franklin,  Neb.,  used  to  be 
a sheriff,  as  everybody  knows. 

Frank  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice,  Neb.,  still 
carries  a union  card  although  he  doesn’t 
work  for  the  railroad  any  more  . . . Fred 
Schuler,  Humboldt,  Neb.,  is  a stock-raise, 
and  farmer  while  Mrs.  Schuler  runs  the 
hurnooldt  Theatre  . . . Paul  Thacker,  Pen- 
der, Neb.,  is  superintendent  of  schools. 

Tri-State  Changes:  More 
Are  Expected  Shortly 

Des  Moines — A number  of  changes  have 
occurred  in  the  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp. 
set-up  here,  and  some  others  will  be  an- 
nounced soon. 

David  Dewey,  superintendent  of  main- 
tenance for  Tn-States,  left  Thursday  (Aug- 
ust 31)  for  Union  City,  Indiana,  wnere 
he  will  be  affiliated  with  the  Union  City 
Body  Co. 

Myron  Blank  will  replace  Mr.  Dewey 
with  William  V.  Tony  as  his  assistant. 
Mr.  Tony  was  formerly  manager  of  the 
National  Theatre  Supply  here.  A.  C. 
Schuyler  will  succeed  Mr.  Tony  at  the 
supply  company. 

Don  Allen,  Des  Moines  Theatre  mana- 
ger, is  being  transferred  to  the  Omaha 
Iheatre  in  Omaha,  Neb.  His  successor  has 
not  yet  been  named. 


Dailey  in  a Dither 


Des  Moines — Behind  that  yellow  tie  with 
the  red  spots  on  it  was  Jack  Dailey,  Para- 
mount advertising  department’s  travel  ex- 
pert, who  came  to  town  to  act  as  ooserver 
while  one  of  Paramount’s  ballyhoo-builts, 
accompanied  by  mother,  acted  as  observer 
at  the  Iowa  redhead  contest. 

After  getting  his  female  responsibilities 
safely  aboard  the  Hollywood  plane.  Jack 
combed  his  hair  and  got  down  to  the 
really  serious  business  of  getting  permis- 
sion for  Paramount’s  “Rulers  of  the  Sea” 
trailer  (it’s  a model  ship)  to  cross  the 
state. 

He  traveled  all  the  way  (30  miles)  to 
Ames  to  discover  that  Iowa  law  says  noth- 
ing on  the  highways  can  be  more  than 
45  feet  long.  Special  permission  has  been 
granted  for  a 60-foot  load  of  lumber,  but 
the  “Seas”  truck  and  trailer  measures  82 
feet  from  its  radiator  clear  back  to  its 
18th  wheel. 

With  Tri-States’  Hyperion  Club  stag  out 
of  the  way,  there  wasn’t  an  immediate 
chance  of  floating  it  across,  so  Jack  was 
in  something  of  a dither  when  permission 
was  refused.  Latest  reports  showed  that 
via  the  R&T’s  veteran  politician,  Cy  Clif- 
ton, Dailey  had  negotiated  a conference 
with  the  governor  so  things  were  looking 
up. 

And  Boss  Cliff  Lewis  can  look  for  some- 
thing else  to  worry  about. 


1. 1 W CO  If  w 

pRANK  ROBERTS,  former  auditor  with 

the  J.  H.  Cooper  string,  but  transferred 
to  the  theatre  operations  end  of  Cooper 
enterprises,  is  already  eyeing  another  job 
. . . Wayne  King  opens  the  Turnpike  Ca- 
sino, which  will  start  off,  September  15, 
as  regular  three-day  weekend  competition 
for  the  college  trade  . . . George  F.  Mon- 
roe jr.  writes  home  from  Colorado  that 
there’s  a baby  at  their  house — it’s  only  a 
dog,  however. 

There  are  five  guys  on  theatre  Row,  in- 
cluding Boxoffice,  who  hold  commissions 
in  the  U.  S.  Army  reserve,  and  to  whom 
war  means  more  than  newsreel  features 
. . . Orville  Rennie  was  called  in  from 
Hastings,  Neb.,  to  gab  with  Evert  Cum- 
mings about  the  possibility  of  trading  the 
Adams  county  metropolis  for  a job  in  the 
Omaha,  Omaha  . . . Joe  Rosenberg , having 
joined  Sol  Francis  at  Monogram  three 
weeks  ago  after  resigning  from  RKO,  goes 
along  with  Francis  as  caddy — carrying 
Francis’  briefcase,  their  three  cans  of  prod- 
uct, and  a sack  of  popcorn  when  they  go 
with  exhibitors  like  Howard  Federer  to 
baseball  games. 

Gov.  R.  L.  Cochran  has  written  letters 
to  all  the  Omaha  exchange  men  who  wrote 
him  guaranteeing  their  support  for  his  sen- 
atorial candidacy.  Not  many  Filmrows  in 
the  country  ever  have  received  such  a 
barrage  of  letters  from  a state  executive  . . . 
Harvey  Ti’aylor  has  a couple  of  ushers 
so  tall  he  has  to  speak  to  them  two  steps 
up  the  Lincoln  stairs  so  he  can  look  ’em 
in  the  eye  without  45-degree  angling  his 
head  . . . State  Fair  is  helping  theat 
Row  a little  this  week,  a few  people  hav- 
ing money  left  after  the  horses  run  . . 
Incidentally,  Sid  Rose  picked  up  more 
money  betting  on  noses  here  one  day  than 
he  did  from  his  pictures. 

Joe  Phillipson,  with  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter, took  a looksee  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Yel- 
lowstone and  Denver  before  Joe  looped 
around  and  started  back  to  New  York,  with 
a stop  for  business  here.  Huddled  with 
Bob  Huffman,  Cooper’s  city  manager. 
Vincent  DiFiore,  who  is  handling  Para- 
mount’s books  . . . Meantime,  Jean  Kindc 
landlord  of  the  Stuart,  went  all  the  w 
to  California  to  see  Joe  Cooper  about  the 
arrangement  for  the  future  of  the  house. 
He  is  understood  to  be  offering  the  Lin- 
coln Theatres  Corp.  head  three  proposi- 
tions— a new  lease  at  lower  figure,  but  in- 
volving house  improvements  and  A policy, 
paying  up  under  the  present  lease  terms, 
or  releasing  the  theatre  tenancy.  New 
deadline  for  the  negotiations  is  Septem- 
ber 15. 

B.  M.  Montee,  H.  A.  McClure’s  finger  ir 
the  Fox-Midwest  houses  of  Beatrice,  hasn’t 
been  up  to  make  himself  known  since 
sliding  into  Charlie  Morehead’s  chair  . . . 
Harry  Schiller  is  back  from  his  vacation, 
with  the  fish  all  sighing  relief,  and  Earl 
Engstrom,  too,  who  has  had  Grand  Island 
on  his  hands  . . . Carl  Rose,  York,  confirr 
suspicions  generally  that  his  new  boss, 
M.  E.  McClain,  Fremont,  is  a prince  . 

. . . Joe  Jacobs,  not  necessarily  speaking 
from  experience,  says  married  men  prefer 
girl  friends  who  are  beautiful,  but  mum. 
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WINT  to  publicity  department  for  Para- 
mount studios  in  Hollywood:  Why  not 
let  both  your  starlets  and  their  publicity 
escorts  in  on  the  fact  that  it’s  still  con- 
sidered good  taste  to  introduce  the  ladies 
in  the  party  first  even  though  said  ladies 
are  escorted  by  the  dolers  of  free  news- 
paper space?  Such  a discourtesy  is  no- 
ticed even  by  the  newsmen,  and  reflects 
discreditably  on  both  actress  and  studio 
involved. 

Thank-you  notes  to  Filmroioers  for  per- 
sonal favors:  First  to  Sy  Harlan  (a  guy 
we  said  was  okay  long  afore  this)  and 
to  lies  and  McKinney  for  keeping  some 
of  the  family  from  pounding  the  pave- 
ment in  search  of  a job  . . . Second  to  G. 
Ralph  Branton  and  Stan  Mayer  for  screen- 
ing the  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  last  Satur- 
day for  the  sisters  from  St.  Catherine’s 
and  the  Mercy  Hospital. 

We  increased  our  store  of  information 
about  the  human  race  by  getting  us  a job 
at  the  Iowa  State  Fair  and  nearly  killing 
ourself  for  nine  days.  We  discovered  while 
posing  as  a handwriting  analyst  that  you 
can’t  make  any  dough  by  telling  an  Iowa 
farmer  (his  writing  indicates  he  has  an 
“analytical  mind”)  . . . you  have  to  spend 
the  rest  of  the  day  explaining  to  the  one 
customer  what  “analytical”  means  . . . We 
also  learned,  when  we  tried  selling  per- 
fume, that  it’s  worth  25  cents  of  any  farm- 
woman’s  egg  money  to  smell  like  Hedy 
Lamarr.  We  didn’t  sell  a drop  until  we 
got  the  bright  idea  of  sidelining  up  to  the 
customer  with  an  atomizer  and  murmur- 
ing, “This  is  Hedy  Lamarr’s  favorite 
perfume!”  From  then  on  we  sold  the  stuff 
like  wildfire  and  easily  outclassed  all  the 
old  heads  at  the  game  (please,  M-G-M, 
don’t  sue  us  for  libel — think  of  the  thou- 
sands of  Iowa  farmwomen  who  now  fancy 
they’ve  something  in  common  with  the 
smoldering  Hedy). 

Looks  like  he  who  guffaws  last,  guffaws 
best  with  Joy  Hodges  married  to  Omaha’s 
Gil  Doorly  . . . Boxoffice,  the  World- 
Herald’s  film  critic  Keith  Wilson,  and  even 
the  R&T’s  Ken  Clayton  were  snickering 
at  Spirit  Lake  about  the  Register’s  story 
during  “Career,”  hinting  at  romance  and 
wording  it  evasively,  “Joy  drove  out  to 
the  airport  to  see  if  Gil  Doorly  got  off 
all  right  according  to  his  schedule.”  May- 
be it’s  just  another  time  when  news  didn’t 
happen,  but  some  reporter  made  it  happen. 
We  think  the  Register  should  have  let  Re- 
porter Gammack  cover  the  wedding  here 
fittingly  attired  in  quiver,  bow  and  arrows. 

Opal  Judd  has  been  writing  very  special 
letters  on  very  special  paper  to  a very 
special  person,  formerly  employed  at  Mono- 
gram and  she  seems  to  have  a very  spe- 
cial opinion  of  aforementioned  individual, 
too  . . . Don  West  is  another  late  cus- 
tomer at  the  Brown  Drug. 

The  Tri-States  gang  had  a time  of  it 
at  Red’s  club  rooms  for  Don  and  Mary 
Allen,  who  are  leaving  for  Omaha  . . . 
Madge  Ward,  A.  H.’s  secretary,  says  she 
needs  a pair  of  roller  skates  to  keep  up 
with  herself  since  she’s  stenoing  for  G. 


Ralph,  Ray  Blank,  as  well  as  her  usual  boss 
. . . Virginia  Orr,  Branton’s  secretary,  is 
up  north  on  a vacation.  She’s  bought  her- 
self some  golf  clubs  and  means  to  learn 
to  use  them  before  she  gets  back. 

If  that  McTeague  youngster’s  voice  gets 
him  into  films,  he  can  thank  the  buildup 
the  president  of  Dowling  College  gave  to 
Terry  Delapp. 

Art  Anderson  should  know  by  now  that 
we  see  no  point  in  his  having  that  screen- 
ing at  12:45  when  we’re  working  at  the 
fair  . . . He’ll  just  have  to  bring  “The 
Old  Maid”  outa  mothballs  again  for  a pair 
of  people. 

Bobby  Stone  (Joe  Aranow  to  you  Des 
Moines  readers)  has  left  his  Hollywood 
chores  for  a few  days  to  visit  his  parents 
here.  Maybe  Joe  Dietch’s  package  as  he 
hustled  down  Locust  St.  didn’t  contain 
what  it  appeared  to  contain — but  he  was 
coming  from  that  direction. 

Speed  Lambert  stopped  for  a moment 
to  pass  the  time  of  day  at  the  R&T  and 
to  pick  up  some  copies  of  the  magazine 
section  that  carried  a layout  on  “The 
Women.”  And  to  ask  some  questions  about 
the  activities  of  M-G-M’ s publicity  of- 
fices. 


Worth  the  Flight 


Battle  Creek,  Ia. — A fishing  trip  that 
has  many  of  the  qualities  of  a day  dream 
(with  the  very  vital  exception  in  mind, 
that  it  really  happened)  is  the  fond  mem- 
ory of  J.  D.  Warnock,  manager  of  the 
Luna  Theatre  here. 

Warnock  is  but  recently  back  from  a 
three  weeks’  stay  in  the  wiiderness  regions 
of  Ontario,  Canada. 

Accompanied  by  Dr.  H.  D.  Jones  of 
Schleswig,  Warnock  chartered  a plane  at 
Sioux  Lookout,  northernmost  town  in  On- 
tario, and  equipped  with  canoe,  tent, 
sieeping  bags,  utensils,  food,  cameras  and 
the  all-important  fishing  tackle,  left  for 
the  outlying  lake  chains.  With  the  aid  of 
an  Indian  guide,  they  pitched  camp  in  the 
midst  of  a wilderness  of  lakes  and  heavily 
wooded  islands,  abounding  in  moose,  bea- 
ver, bear,  deer  and  all  kinds  of  wild  life. 

Warnock’s  fishing  record  reads  26 
muskellunge,  ranging  in  weight  from  five 
to  34  pounds;  24  deep  lake  trout  from 
eight  to  28  pounds;  hundreds  of  wall- 
eyed pike,  small  mouthed  bass,  perch  and 
great  northern  pike.  During  the  last  few 
hours  at  camp,  several  large  lake  trout 
were  caught,  dressed  and  carried  on  the 
plane  to  Sioux  Lookout  whence  they  were 
shipped  to  the  states. 


She  Joins  Sons  Unknowingly 


Omaha — Ralph  Goldberg,  operator  of  a 
local  circuit,  for  the  past  seven  years  has 
been  the  central  figure  in  a real-life  drama 
more  heart-stirring  than  most  of  those 
flashed  on  the  screens  of  his  theatres. 

The  exhibitor’s  mother,  Mrs.  Himon 
Goldberg,  died  recently  without  knowing 
two  of  her  sons  were  killed  seven  years  ago, 
and  therein  lies  the  story. 

The  sons,  Harry  and  Sam  Goldberg,  were 
shot  to  death  Dec.  4,  1932,  following  a dis- 
pute with  Jules  Rachman,  their  cousin, 
over  business  matters  in  connection  with 
the  Goldberg  theaters,  which  the  three 
brothers  operated.  Rachman  was  con- 
victed for  the  double  slaying.  At  that  time, 
Mrs.  Goldberg  was  ill  in  California  and 
news  of  the  tragedy  was  kept  from  her. 

Son  Ralph  feared  to  tell  his  mother  of 
the  deaths,  so  grave  was  her  condition. 
To  keep  her  from  worrying,  Ralph  finally 
decided  to  write  her  letters,  signed  by 
Harry  and  Sam.  It  was  thought  the  news 
could  be  broken  to  her  when  her  condition 
improved. 


The  deception  was  continued,  however, 
because  her  condition  failed  to  improve. 

Every  week  or  two,  Ralph  wrote  a let- 
ter to  his  mother  who  remained  in  Los 
Angeles,  and  signed  one  of  his  dead 
brothers’  names.  Most  of  them  he  mailed 
from  Omaha.  Some  he  sent  to  friends  in 
New  York  or  other  cities  for  mailing. 

Friends  who  visited  Mrs.  Goldberg  were 
warned  of  the  deception. 

Mrs.  Goldberg  sometimes  became  fret- 
ful, wondering  why  Harry  and  Sam  never 
came  to  see  her — especially  as  Ralph  did 
so  every  few  months.  Ralph  then  wrote  a 
letter  explaining  that,  because  of  the  de- 
pression, refinancing  of  the  Goldberg 
theatres  was  necessary,  and  the  brothers 
were  tied  up  in  the  east. 

Six  months  ago  Mrs.  Goldberg  returned 
to  Omaha.  From  then  on,  ail  letters  pre- 
sumably from  Harry  and  Sam  were  mailed 
from  New  York.  Mrs.  Goldberg  died  with- 
out knowing  two  of  her  sons  preceded  her 
in  death. 
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20TH-FOX  I REP,  i RKO  1 PARA.  I MONO, 


STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


KENKGADE  EAW — Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Mere- 
dith. Producer:  Irving  Briskin.  Director:  Leon 
Barsha. 


ILLICIT  CARGO— Jack  Holt,  Kathleen  Howard, 
Eduardo  Ciannelli,  John  Wray.  Producer:  Larry 
Darmour.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins.  Orig- 
inal: Albert  DeMond,  Eric  Taylor.  Screenplay: 
Albert  DeMond.  ^ 

THE  INCREDIBLE  IMR.  WILLIAMS — Joan  Blon- 
dell,  Melvyn  Dougas,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Donald 
MacBride.  Producer:  Everett  Riskin.  Direc- 
tor: A1  Hall. 


BRO.\DWAY  MELODY  OF  1940— Eleanor  Powell, 
„ Fred  Astaire.  Producer:  Jack  Cummings.  Di- 

2 rector:  Norman  Taurog. 

CJ 

V JUDGE  HARDY  AND  SON— Lewis  Stone,  Mickey 
Jg  a i . i.'ay  Hold- 

en. Producer:  Lou  Ostrow.  Director:  George 
Seitz. 


REMEMBER — Robert  Taylor,  Greer  Garson,  Lew 
Ayres,  Billie  Burke,  Lionel  Atwill,  George  Bar- 
bler,  Sara  Haden,  Paul  Hurst,  Reginald  Owen. 
Producer:  Milton  Bren.  Director:  Norman  Z. 
McLeod.  Original:  Norman  Z.  McLeod,  Corey 
Ford. 


FAST  AND  FURIOUS — Franchot  Tone,  Ann  Soth- 
ern,  Lee  Bowman,  John  Miljan,  Ruth  Hussey, 
Allyn  Joslyn.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley.  Orig- 
inal: Marco  Page. 


SCOUTS  OF  THE  AIR— John  Trent,  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds, Milburn  Stone.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Original:  Hal 
Forrest. 


STR.TNGE  MONEY — Ellen  Drew.  Producer:  Har-  EMERGENCY  SQUAD — Louise  Campbell,  William 
old  Hurley.  Director:  Robert  Florey.  Henry.  Producer:  Harold  Hurley.  Director: 

Edward  Dmytryk. 


SUED  FOR  LIBEL — Kent  Taylor,  Linda  Hayes, 
Lillian  Bond.  Thurston  Hall,  Morgan  Conway. 
Producer:  Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Les  Goodwins. 
ESCAPE  TO  P.AR.LDTSE — Bobby  Breen,  Kent  Tay-  Original:  Wolfe  Kaufman.  Screenplay:  Jerry 
lor.  Producer:  Sol  Lesser.  Director:  Erie  C.  Cady. 

Kenton. 

VIGIL  IN  THE  NIGHT — Carole  Lombard,  Anne 
Shirley,  Helena  Grand.  Producer:  George  Stev- 
ens. Director:  George  Stevens.  Original:  A.  J. 
Cronin. 


JEEPERS  CREEPERS  — The  Weaver  Brothers, 
Elvlry,  Roy  Rogers.  Producer:  Armand  Schae- 
fer. Director:  Frank  MacDonald. 


S.\Bf>T.\GE — Arleen  Whelan,  Michael  Whalen, 
Gordon  Oliver.  Charley  Grapewin.  Producer: 
Herman  Schlom.  Direcf.or:  Harold  Young. 
Screen,  lay:  I.ionel  Hou.ser,  Alice  Altschuler. 


THE  CITY — Ricardo  Cortez,  C.  Aubrey  Smith. 
Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  Ricardo  Cor- 
tez. Original  Screenplay:  John  Larkin. 

DAYTIJIE  AVIFE — Tyrone  Power,  Linda  Darnell. 
Director:  Gregory  Ratoff. 


SWANEE  RIVER — A1  Jolson,  Don  Ameche,  Nancy 
Kelly.  Producer:  Kenneth  Macgowan.  Direc- 
tor: Sidney  Lanfleld. 

THE  SIMPLE  LIFE  — Stuart  Erwin,  Marjorie 
Weaver,  June  Gale,  Chick  Chandler,  Barnett 
Parker.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  Eu- 
gene Forde.  Original:  William  Anthony  Mc- 
ic.  i.-enpii.  a’'  c^Uaiiis,  1 eonard  Hoff- 

man, Hamilton  MacFadden. 


LITTLE  .ACCIDENT  — Sandy  Henville,  ITucrh  Her- 
P bert.  Producer:  Charles  Lament.  Director: 

Z Charles  Lament. 

D 


DESTKY  KIDES  AGAIN— James  Stewart,  Mar- 
lene Dietrich.  Brian  Donlevy,  Charles  Winninger. 
Producer:  Joe  Pasternak.  Director:  George 

Marshall. 

FIRST  EOVE  — ■ Deanna  Durbin,  Lewis  Howard. 
Fiobert  Stack.  Helen  Parrish.  Producer:  Joe 
Pasternak.  Director:  Henry  Koster. 


LISTEN,  KIDS — Johnny  Downs,  Constance  Moore. 
Edgar  Kennedy,  Paula  Stone,  Janet  Beecher. 
Marjorie  Rambeau.  Producer:  A1  Rogell.  Di- 
rector: AI  Rogell. 


SEND  ANOTHER  COFFIN  — Pat  O’Brien.  Ruth 
Terry  , Broderick  Crawford,  Edward  Arnold. 
D Claire  Dodd,  Douglas  Dumbrille.  Producer: 
Walter  Wanger.  Director:  Tay  Garnett. 


OF  MICE  AND  MEN  — Burgess  Meredith,  Lon 
Chaney  jr.,  Betty  Field,  Charles  Bickford,  Noah 
Beery  jr.,  Leone  Roberts.  Producer:  Hal  Roach. 
l‘)irector:  Lewis  Milestone.  Orignal:  John 

Steinbeck.  Screenplay:  Lewis  Milestone. 


2 UNCLE  SAM  AAVAKENS — Ronald  Reagan.  Pro- 
ducer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Noel  .^mith. 


WE  ARE  NOT  ALONE — Paul  Muni,  Dolly  Haas. 
Una  O’Connor.  Producer:  Henrv  Blanke,  Di- 
rector; Edmund  Goulding.  Original:  James  Hil- 
ton. 
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Cleveland  Charts  a • 
Film  Celebration 

Cleveland — Cleveland  is  making  big 
preparations  to  celebrate  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  motion  pictures. 

One  of  the  main  features  of  the  cele- 
bration program  will  be  an  extensive  dis- 
play in  the  concourse  of  the  Terminal 
Tower,  one  of  the  busiest  spots  in  the 
city.  The  dispiay  will  be  in  the  nature 
of  a history  of  the  industry,  with  exhi- 
bitions of  costumes,  jewelry  and  sets  used 
in  the  production  of  motion  pictures  past 
and  present. 

Local  interest  will  stress  the  facts  that 
Thomas  A.  Edison,  father  of  the  motion 
picture  industry,  and  the  Warner  Bros., 
leaders  in  the  field  of  production,  were 
born  in  Ohio.  Thomas  A.  Edison  was  born 
in  Milan,  while  Youngstown  was  the  home 
of  the  Warner  family. 

The  event  will  open  September  19  with 
a great  civic  luncheon.  Invitations  to  at- 
tend this  luncheon  are  being  extended  to 
Will  Hays,  James  Roosevelt,  Gov.  John 
W.  Bricker,  Senator  Robert  Taft,  Mayor 
Harold  H.  Burton.  Bob  Hope,  screen  and 
radio  star,  who  has  returned  from  Europe 
will  also  be  invited  to  Cleveland  for  the 
occasion.  Mayor  Burton  has  agreed  to  is- 
sue a proclamation  announcing  the  start 
of  the  Golden  Birthday  celebration. 

Ohio  actors  who  have  made  good  in  pic- 
tures will  also  be  invited  to  attend  the 
Cleveland  celebration.  These  include,  in 
addition  to  Bob  Hope,  John  Howard,  Elea- 
nore  Whitney,  Alan  Baxter,  Adolphe  Men- 
jou  and  Clark  Gable. 

The  motion  picture  exhibit  in  the  Ter- 
minal Tower  will  have  as  its  theme  the 
history  of  the  motion  picture  industry 
showing  the  development  from  the  nickelo- 
deon to  silent  pictures  and  then  on  to 
talkies.  Old  theatre  equipment,  such  as 
screens,  chairs  and  projectors  will  be  con- 
trasted to  the  newest  type  of  equipment. 

Production  exhibits  will  be  sent  from  the 
coast  with  the  compliments  of  the  studios. 
Local  theatre  supply  companies  will  pro- 
vide mechanical  exhibits.  The  March  of 
Time  will  contribute  a continuous  trailer 
based  on  its  issue  telling  the  story  of 
motion  pictures. 

A film  memory  test  will  be  launched  to 
arouse  local  interest  in  cooperation  with 
one  of  the  newspapers. 

The  local  celebration  will  be  continued 
through  October  6. 


Promotions  in  Vitagraph 
Ranks  Are  Announced 

Cleveland — Promotions  from  the  ranks 
are  a,nnounced  by  Herbert  Ochs,  local 
Vitagraph  branch  manager.  Ralph  Salyer, 
city  booker,  steps  up  into  the  sales  di- 
vision. He  will  be  connected  with  the 
Vitagraph  office  in  Cincinnati.  Larry 
Kreusser  moves  up  as  Salyer’s  successor 
and  Harold  Bein  steps  into  Kreusser’s 
shoes.  The  vacancy  created  by  moving  up 
the  boys  of  the  booking  department  will 
be  filled  shortly. 


WVMA  Joins  Ranks  of  MPTOA; 
Sol  Hyman  Named  to  Board 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — The 
West  Virginia  Managers’  Ass’n,  in  fifth 
annuai  convention  here,  voted  to  join  the 
MPTOA.  It  was  announced  Sol  Hyman 
of  Himtington,  president  and  founder  of 
the  exhibitor  group,  would  be  named  as  a 
member  of  the  MPTOA’s  national  board 
of  directors. 

The  business  session  was  addressed  by 
Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  head,  and  was 
devoted  mostly  to  preparing  information 
and  plans  with  which  to  combat  the 
Neely  Bill.  A long  resolution  was  passed 
and  ordered  sent  to  all  members  of  Con- 
gress urging  defeat  of  the  measure.  Plans 
were  made  to  go  before  all  the  teachers 
organizations  and  explain  the  effects  the 
passage  of  the  Neely  Bill  would  have  on 
exhibition,  this  action  having  been  taken 
following  Kuykendall’s  explanation  of  the 
bill’s  terms  and  the  reasons  for  its  pro- 
motion. E.  R.  Custer  of  Charleston  was 
prominent  in  discussions  against  the 


Neely  Bill. 

State  tax  legislation  was  discussed  and 
plans  were  made  to  combat  any  inimical 
legislation  that  may  come  up  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature. 

Governor  Homer  A.  Holt  was  the  honor 
guest  at  the  dinner- dance  which  con- 
cluded the  convention.  Approximately  100 
attended  the  banquet. 

Among  exhibitors  present  were  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Church,  Mannington;  Mrs.  P. 
M.  Thomas,  Parkersburg;  James  Rogers, 
Sol  and  Abe  Hyman,  Huntington;  C.  E. 
Brown,  Cabin  Creek;  R.  W.  Phelan,  Clen- 
denin;  W.  H.  Holt,  Richwood;  Lloyd  Rog- 
ers, Welsh;  Archie  Clemens  and  B.  Hens- 
ley, Montgomery;  Max  Matz,  Bluefield; 
Mr.  Grogan,  Kimball;  P.  L.  Dysard,  Lew- 
isburg;  Milt  Levine,  Williamson;  W.  W. 
Hines,  White  Sulphur  Springs;  Gene  Cus- 
ter, Jim  Shanklin,  Danny  McGnatt, 
Charles  Aaron,  Lester  Rosenfeld,  D.  S. 
MacQueen  of  Charleston. 


MPTO  of  W.  Pa.  Will 
Convene  Ocl.  23-24 

Pittsburgh — The  Roosevelt  Hotel  has 
been  named  as  convention  headquarters 
for  the  annual  independent  exhibitor  con- 
ference Monday  and  Tuesday,  October  23 
and  24.  Sponsored  by  the  MPTO  of  W. 
Pa.,  Inc.,  the  date  and  place  were  se- 
lected by  directors  of  the  organization. 

A convention  chairman  will  be  named  at 
an  early  date  as  will  committee  heads,  ac- 
cording to  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president. 

MPTO  plans  to  publish  a souvenir  pro- 
gram and  announces  that  a banquet  will 
be  one  of  the  highlights  of  this  year’s 
affair. 

Allied  leaders,  unnamed  at  present,  will 
attend  the  two-day  convention  as  will 
leading  film  distributing  executives. 


Sales  Policies  Will  Be 
Discussed  at  Meeting 

Pittsburgh — Membership  meeting  of  the 
MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  has  been  called  for 
'Tuesday  noon,  September  12,  at  the  Roose- 
velt Hotel.  A luncheon  will  precede  the 
special  business  session  which  is  for  mem- 
bers only. 

One  of  the  subjects  to  be  discussed  is 
the  exhibitor  poll  or  “product  survey’’  re- 
garding actual  sales  policies  of  the  various 
film  distributing  companies. 


Steubenville  Reopening 

Steubenville,  Ohio — The  completely  re- 
decorated and  modernized  Olympia  Thea- 
tre here  reopened  last  week.  New  equip- 
ment also  has  been  added  to  this  700 -seat 
house.  James  D.  Parker  is  manager. 


UDT  Bows  to  Lower 
Admission  Schedule 

Detroit — After  holding  out  all  summer 
with  a 65-cent  top,  competing  directly 
with  the  Pox  admission  at  a dime  lower. 
United  Detroit’s  Michigan  Theatre  has 
dropped  prices  a dime.  Move  is  coincident 
with  the  reopening  of  the  United  Artists, 
by  the  same  circuit,  as  the  de  luxe  single 
bill  house  among  the  first  runs,  with  the 
UA  prices,  which  have  usually  been  iden- 
tical with  those  of  the  Michigan,  at  the 
new  lower  level  as  well. 

New  schedule  includes  drop  from  40  to 
35  cents  up  to  6;  30  p.  m.,  and  from  50  to 
40  cents  for  Saturdays  up  to  5:00  p.  m., 
and  Sundays  up  to  1:00  p.  m. 

The  Palms-State,  other  UDT  first  run, 
has  dropped  some  price  schedules  similar- 
ly, keeping  a 50-cent  top,  however. 

To  date,  no  move  toward  a general  price 
drop  in  the  city  has  been  reported,  and 
neighborhood  houses  appear  to  be  little 
affected  by  the  move.  Had  it  come  early 
in  the  summer  when  the  Fox  made  the 
dime  drop  together  with  the  cutting  of 
stage  shows,  a general  price  cut  all  over 
the  city  would  have  been  expected.  With 
the  cautious  delay  in  responding  to  the 
original  Fox  move,  however,  UDT  man- 
agement appears  to  have  avoided  giving 
any  impetus  toward  such  a concerted  move. 
With  a dozen  subsequent  or  second  runs 
of  their  own,  the  circuit  has  obviously 
sought  to  avoid  any  such  move. 


Alliance  Vaude  Try 

Alliance,  Ohio — Tlie  Columbia  here, 
one  of  the  Tri  Theatres  group,  managed 
by  Ray  C.  Wallace,  will  try  out  vaudeville 
starting  September  15. 
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Schreiber  Co-op  Suit 
Defendanls  Served 

Detroit — Suit  of  Midwest  Theatres — the 
Ray  Schreiber  Circuit — against  Coopera- 
tive Theatres  of  Michigan  and  its  indi- 
vidual members,  charging  conspiracy,  etc., 
showed  some  progress  when  Co-op  offi- 
cials decided  to  waive  further  proof  of 
service  upon  corporation  officers.  Sam  Bar- 
rett, assistant  general  manager,  has  been 
served,  and  this  is  to  be  considered  as 
sufficient  for  the  corporation,  according 
to  General  Manager  Carl  Buermele. 

Only  some  seven  or  eight  individual 
members  have  been  served,  Buermele  said, 
and  these  have  brought  the  problem  of 
their  representation  to  the  Co-op  office. 


ILOIUIII^VIIIIILILIE 

JESSE  L.  LASKY  will  be  in  Louisville 

September  14  and  15  to  preside  at  audi- 
tions in  connection  with  a nation-wide 
search  for  new  screen  talent.  Local  win- 
ners will  compete  in  finals  at  Hollywood. 
The  two  selected  will  appear  in  an  RKO 
picture  to  be  made  this  fall.  Lasky  advance 
talent  scout,  James  Moore,  blew  into  town 
last  week  and  set  up  headquarters  at  the 
Brown  Hotel,  where  the  auditions  are  to  be 
held.  J.  P.  Musselman,  manager  of  Fourth 
Avenue’s  Rialto,  is  cooperating  with  Lasky 
and  Moore. 

Two  Kentuckians,  one  the  veteran  pro- 
ducer D.  W.  Griffith,  of  La  Grange,  and 
the  other  Victor  Mature,  young  Louisville 
actor,  will  join  forces  in  the  making  of 
“1,000,000  B.  C.”  at  Hal  Roach  studios. 
Griffith,  in  retirement  for  several  years, 
left  his  La  Grange  home  last  month  for 
another  fling  at  the  films. 

D.  H.  Pinke,  Chicago,  General  Register 
Corp.  executive,  was  in  town  the  other  day 
on  a business  mission.  He  was  accom- 
panied about  town  by  G.  R.  C.’s  local  rep- 
resentative, Abe  Finberg. 

The  Brown  held  ‘‘The  Wizard  of  Oz”  for 
two  weeks,  making  a three  weeks’  run  here 
for  the  picture.  Loew’s  had  it  the  first 
week. 

A full-page  ad  in  the  Paoli  Republican 
heralded  the  oi>ening  of  the  Luckett 
Amusement  Co.’s  new  Strand  Theatre  last 
week  at  Paoli,  Ind.  The  new  theatre,  with 
a seating  capacity  of  700,  has  all  the  latest 
features,  including  wiring  for  television. 
F.  W.  Brauer  is  Luckett’s  Paoli  manager. 

Percy  Gladden,  operator  of  the  Roxy 
at  Bloomington,  Ind.,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
showmen  in  the  Hoosier  state,  was  report- 
ed critically  ill  at  an  Indianapolis  hos- 
pital . . . The  father  of  W.  S.  Conway, 
who  runs  the  Irwin  Theatre  at  Cannelton, 
Ind.,  died  last  month. 

Luckett  has  installed  a new  vertical  sign, 
new  marquee,  new  boxoffice  and  new  car- 
peting at  the  Dream  'Theatre  at  French 
Lick,  Ind.  . . . It’s  the  Rio  now,  instead  of 


Blumberg  Is  Hailed 
By  Allied  Unit 

Pittsburgh — Nate  J.  Blumberg,  presi- 
dent of  New  Universal,  was  congratu- 
lated for  the  quality  productions  turn- 
ed out  by  the  company  since  his  ap- 
pointment to  that  post  in  a wire  for- 
warded to  him  by  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa., 
Inc.  Directors  of  the  local  Allied  organi- 
zation authorized  the  congratulatory 
telegram. 

"The  exhibitor  company"  trademark 
of  New  Universal  has  been  receiving 
favorable  nods  here,  and  there  is  much 
interest  in  the  three-month  "Exhibitors' 
sponsored  testimonial"  to  the  company. 


Building  Under  Way  on 
Cameron.  W.  Va„  House 

Pittsburgh — A new  theatre  was  sched- 
uled to  be  under  construction  this  week 
at  Cameron,  W.  Va.,  for  Sperling  & Lowe, 
Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  exhibitors.  The 
house  will  be  modern  in  design  and  dec- 
oration, and  work  will  be  rushed  so  that  it 
will  be  ready  for  opening  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  business  property  on  the  main 
street  was  purchased  by  Moundsville  thea- 
tre owners  and  their  entry  into  the  town 
was  unexpected.  Cameron  has  a theatre, 
the  Almo,  operated  for  a long  period  by 
C.  E.  Kuhn. 

600-Seat  Open  Airer  Is 
Opened  in  Wooster.  O. 

Wooster,  Ohio — A new  open  air  theatre, 
called  the  Hillside,  opened  here  last  Sat- 
urday. It  has  600  seats,  all  of  the  beach 
type,  which  are  folded  up  each  night.  It 
is  not  a drive-in  theatre  as  it  has  no  ac- 
commodations for  patrons  to  see  a show 
while  staying  in  their  cars.  Admission 
prices  are  10  cents  for  children,  15  cents 
for  adults.  Standard  size  films  are  used. 


Mutual  Buys  Monogram 

Detroit — Mutual  'Theatres  circuit  has 
closed  a deal  with  Monogram  for  its  1939- 
40  product. 


the  Alhambra,  at  Rockport,  Ind.,  Manager 
Howard  L.  Hargis  announces. 

Settos’  Elks  Theatre  at  New  Albany,  Ind., 
Louisville’s  neighbor,  has  inaugurated  a 
new  series  of  stage  shows. 

In  the  current  issue  of  the  Falls  City 
'Theatre  Equipment  News,  published  by 
W.  E.  Carrell  and  W.  A.  Quinn,  the  lat- 
ter related  a story  of  how  he  took  over 
a neighborhood  theatre  losing  $100  a week, 
and  by  various  promotions,  including  a 
Kiddies’  Club  to  bring  in  the  children, 
and  special-price  campaigns,  had  the  place 
making  $150  a week  within  reasonable 
time.  In  order  to  build  up  his  weakest 
night — Wednesday — he  told  of  offering  two 
Wednesday-night  tickets  for  the  price  of 
one  to  all  the  customers  on  Friday,  Sat- 
urday, Sunday  and  Monday.  As  a result, 
Wednesday  night  jumped  to  the  top. 


'Education'  Campaign 
On  Bingo  Planned 

Detroit — 'The  ban  on  Bingo  and  similar 
games  sponsored  by  churches,  lodges  and 
other  reputable  organizations  will  be  en- 
forced in  Detroit,  Police  Commissioner 
Heinrich  Pickert  announces. 

Governor  Luren  D.  Dickinson  advised 
Pickert  that  the  existing  laws  banned  such 
games,  as  well  as  those  conducted  com- 
mercially, and  Pickert  replied  with  the 
statement  that  a campaign  of  education 
for  enforcement  would  be  started  first, 
before  resorting  to  more  extreme  methods 
of  law-enforcement.  Pickert  stressed  the 
“impossibility”  of  having  a police  officer 
on  hand  every  time  a game  was  likely  to 
be  played,  and  contended  that  more  could 
be  accomplished  by  a campaign  of  edu- 
cation. 


JOHNNY  BARCROFT’S  Caribbean  cruise 
^ didn’t  pan  out.  'The  Italian  liner  Roma 
sailed  back  to  Europe,  leaving  the  RKO 
press  agent  and  Orlie  and  Ken  Rader 
standing  at  the  dock!  'They  compromised 
on  a vacation  at  Cedar  Point  on  Lake  Erie. 

Larry  Kaho,  who  has  been  operating 
the  Orient  Theatre  in  West  Jefferson  since 
the  death  of  his  father,  is  remodeling  the 
house. 

“Jack  Rabbit”  shows  in  this  territory 
are  beginning  to  fade.  In  central  Ohio 
these  free  shows  have  been  unsatisfactory 
from  a technical  viewpoint,  although  in 
northern  Ohio  reports  have  it  that  the 
equipment  and  product  has  been  on  par 
with  theatres. 

Ruppert  McNeely,  the  Baltimore  exhibi- 
tor,, is  ready  to  concentrate  on  his  thea- 
tre— now  that  the  Buckeye  Lake  fishing 
season  is  almost  over. 

Elmer  Fritz,  owner  of  two  houses  in 
Urbana,  isn’t  so  sure  the  Cincinnati  Reds 
are  the  last  word.  Last  week  the  WSAI 
“recreated  play-by-play”  truck  was  in  town 
and  took  all  of  his  business.  Other  ex- 
hibitors report  similar  experiences. 

The  “Wizard  of  Oz’’  exploitation  truck 
(.containing  a small  circus)  is  working  the 
Cincinnati  and  Cleveland  territories  this 
week  . . . F&Y  is  building  the  new  Harry 
Schwartz  theatre  in  Paris,  Ky. 

Lou  Holleb  opened  his  remodeled  New 
'Theatre  Sunday  . . . Nat  Holt,  RKO  boss, 
was  in  town  last  week  for  first  time  in 
several  weeks. 

Russ  Bovim,  manager  of  the  Ohio  The- 
atre, has  “discovered”  a second  Hedy  La- 
marr. At  the  Deshler  Hotel  and  at  the 
Ohio  State  Fair  she  almost  caused  a riot — 
police  escort  being  necessary  to  rescue 
her  from  the  admiring  crowds.  Of  course 
the  Ohio  was  promoting  “Lady  of  the 
Tropics,”  but  the  near-riots  were  not  part 
of  the  plans. 
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"Bachelor  Mother"  Has 
Prolonged  Run 

Cleveland — RKO's  "Bachelor  Mother/' 
with  Ginger  Rogers  and  David  Niven, 
is  making  something  oi  a record  in 
Cleveland,  where,  with  the  exception  of 
only  one  week,  it  will  play  continu- 
ously for  several  months. 

"Bachelor  Mother"  opened  its  local 
engagement  at  Warner's  Hippodrome, 
from  where,  after  a big  week,  it  moved 
over  to  the  Allen  where  it  settled  down 
for  three  consecutive  weeks.  Follow- 
ing this,  the  picture  traveled  from  the 
downtown  area  to  Keith's  East  10th  St. 
Theatre.  After  a week's  rest  it  breaks 
September  9 for  suburban  situations. 


Cleveland's  Penn  Square 
Again  Foreign  Outlet 

Cleveland — The  Penn  Square  Theatre, 
Euclid  Ave.  at  East  55th  St.,  will  go  back 
to  its  foreign  film  policy  when  it  re- 
opens September  20  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Gabe  Rubin,  who,  for  the  past 
five  years,  has  operated  the  Art  Cinema 
Theatre  in  Pittsburgh.  Ralph  Rose,  lessee 
of  the  Penn  Square,  is  affiliated  with 
Rubin  in  the  venture.  Present  plans  call 
for  the  opening  picture  to  be  “The  Crisis,” 
documentary  film  dealing  with  the  seizure 
of  Czecho-Slovakia  by  Germany. 

For  several  years,  previous  to  last  sea- 
son, the  Penn  Square  was  Cleveland’s  ex- 
clusive foreign  film  picture  theatre.  Last 
season  foreign  pictures  were  shown  at  the 
City  Theatre.  At  the  present  time  there 
is  no  indication  that  the  City,  which 
closed  in  June,  will  reopen. 


John  Barcrolt  Caribbean 
Cruise  Stymied  by  War 

Columbus — John  L.  Barcroft,  local  RKO 
press  agent,  has  been  stymied  by  the 
European  war.  He  was  scheduled  to  sail 
on  a Caribbean  cruise  September  1 on  the 
Roma  with  Kenneth  and  Clark  Rader, 
local  theatre  executives,  but  on  orders 
from  Rome,  the  ship  canceled  her  sailing 
and  has  been  standing  by  in  New  York. 

John’s  Caribbean  cruise,  report  has  it, 
has  landed  him  in  Cedar  Point.  Anyway, 
he  saw  the  New  York  Fair. 


Loew's  Broad  Stage  Show 
Season  Opens  Sept,  15 

Columbus — First  local  stage  show  of  the 
season  is  set  for  September  15  at  Loew’s 
Broad.  The  girleg  musical  is  “La  Vie 
Paree,”  presented  by  A.  B.  Marcus.  As  in 
the  past,  the  theatre  “may  spot  book  stage 
attractions  from  time  to  time.” 


Rappolds  to  Build 

Columbus — George  and  John  Rappold, 
operators  of  the  Innis  Theatre,  will  build 
a new  600-seat  house  on  the  south  side. 
Construction  cost  is  estimated  at  $20,000. 
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pERC  ESSICK,  local  circuit  owner,  and 
Mrs.  Essick  entertained  a number  of 
film  men  and  their  wives  at  their  summer 
home  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  over  the 
Labor  Day  weekend.  Included  in  the  party 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nat  Holt  of  RKO,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Drew  of  M-G-M  and 
Fred  Meier  of  The  News. 


Here’s  a “man  bites  dog”  story.  Charles 
Mulcahy  of  the  Youngstown  Vindicator  and 
Vladimar  Posvar,  formerly  of  the  Cleve- 
land News  and  now  with  the  Cincinnati 
Post,  called  on  Republic  publicity  man 
A1  Gregg  in  his  office  last  week.  This 
is  a reversal  of  the  usual  procedure  and 
so  imusual  as  to  deserve  notice. 


Mrs.  M.  B.  Horwitz,  wife  of  the  general 
manager  of  the  Washington  circuit,  is  con- 
valescing at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  from  a re- 
cent major  operation  . . . Charles  Aaron, 
M-G-M  auditor,  is  a visitor  at  the  local 
exchange. 

Anne  Vickers,  secretary  to  M-G-M 
Branch  Manager  Frank  Drew,  leaves  the 
end  of  the  week  for  a three-week  vaca- 
tion trip  to  the  west  coast.  While  in  Los 
Angeles  she  will  visit  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Bandy.  All  but  the  newly  arrived  local 
film  folks  will  remember  Mr.  Bandy  as 
onetime  manager  of  Cleveland’s  Goldwyn 
exchange.  Mr.  Bandy,  who  left  Cleveland 
to  become  Goldwyn’s  foreign  representa- 
tive in  England,  is  now  retired  and  de- 
votes his  time  to  his  garden. 

Paul  Baron  of  Universal  is  here  in  the 
interests  of  the  three-month  exhibitor 
sponsored  Universal  sales  drive.  He  tells 
us  that  Universal  has  signed  up  for  more 
pictures  with  Billy  Lenhart  and  Kenneth 
Brown,  the  two  young  pests  who  made  a 
hit  in  “The  Under-Pup.”  Many  who  at- 
tended Manager  Joe  Kauffman’s  screen- 
ing of  “The  Under-Pup”  last  week  at  the 
Lake  Theatre  expressed  approval  of  U’s 
new  find,  Gloria  Jean,  and  prophesies 
that  the  picture  has  B.  O.  appeal. 


Caldwell  Brown,  who  owns  a half  dozen 
theatres  in  Zanesville,  believes  in  pre- 
paredness. When  Sam  Gorrel  of  Republic 
Pictures  called  on  him  in  his  office  the 
other  day,  he  noticed  a pair  of  boxing 
gloves  on  Brown’s  desk,  indicating  any- 
thing you  please,  seeing  as  how  the  sell- 
ing season  is  now  flourishing.  However 
that  may  be,  Gorrel  vouches  for  the  fact 
that  the  “appeasement”  policy  was  used 
and  negotiations  were  concluded  without 
resort  to  the  boxing  gloves. 

The  two-year  contract  of  the  Film  Ex- 
change Employes’  union,  as  an  affiliate 
of  Local  160,  lATSE,  expires  this  month. 
It  is  reported  that  renewal  will  be  auto- 
matic . . . Paul  Gusdanovic,  circuit  own- 
er, who  suffered  a recent  heart  attack, 
returned  from  Cambridge  Springs  look- 
ing the  pink  of  perfection. 

Milton  Harris,  director  of  publicity  and 
exploitation  for  Loew’s  theatres,  went  to 
New  York  over  the  weekend  to  visit  with 
his  mother  . . . George  Lefko,  RKO  branch 
manager,  was  host  last  weekend  to  a 
group  of  Pittsburgh  buddies  . . . H.  C. 
Patterson  has  taken  over  the  Oakland  The- 
atre, Marion,  and  after  shining  up  the 
brass  rails  and  using  a bit  of  paint  here 
and  there,  will  reopen  it  on  a full  time 
basis. 


Ralph  Redmond,  manager  of  the  Jewel 
Theatre,  an  Associated  circuit  house,  has 
assembled  his  family  again.  His  wife  and 
son  spent  the  summer  with  Mrs.  Red- 
mond’s folks  in  Chicago  . . . Nat  L.  Lef- 
ton,  chief  of  Republic’s  Ohio  outfit,  is 
pleased  to  announce  that  he  recently  con- 
cluded new  season  product  deals  with  the 
Schine  and  Shea  circuits  in  this  territory. 
Lefton  also  closed  a contract  with  Dave 
Chatkin  for  first-run  showing  at  the  Pal- 
ace Theatre,  Akron. 

Dan  Steiniger  of  the  New  Home  Theatre, 
Bridgeport,  O.,  and  Jack  Lefton  of  the 
Republic  sales  force,  are  on  a fishing  trip 
. . . Mrs.  Esther  Lefton  and  son  of  Pitts- 
burgh have  been  visiting  the  Jack  Leftons 
in  Cleveland. 

Gene  Autry  is  now  live  copy  for  maga- 
zine writers.  The  September  2 issue  of 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post  carried  a story 
of  the  singing  cowboy  written  by  Alva 
Johnson,  entitled  “A  Tenor  on  Horse- 
back.” The  American  Magazine  of  Sep- 
tember 8 also  went  into  the  Gene  Autry 
matter  in  a big  way.  A1  Gregg,  in  charge 
of  Republic  publicity  locally,  has  placed 
1,000  window  cards  advantageously  in 
Cleveland  and  other  cities,  telling  about 
both  stories. 

Philip  Kendis  of  Exhibitors  Poster  Ser- 
vice, who  has  been  out  of  circulation  for 
the  past  month  with  a back  ailment,  is 
at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  where  he  hopes  to 
complete  the  cure. 


John  Sabot,  RKC  city  booker,  is  back 
at  his  desk  from  a vacation,  which  on 
account  of  his  six-month-old  son,  was 
spent  at  home  . . . M.  L.  Simon  of  the 
M-G-M  home  office  and  editor  of  M-G-M’s 
interoffice  paper.  The  Distributor,  assist- 
ed District  Manager  J.  J.  Maloney  at  a 
special  meeting  of  salesmen  and  bookers 
held  here  over  the  weekend. 

There  was  100  per  cent  attendance  at 
the  meeting  of  Warner  Theatre  managers 
in  this  zone  held  here  last  Tuesday  at 
which  Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager 
of  Warner  theatres,  and  Harry  Goldberg, 
director  of  publicity  and  exploitation,  out- 
lined the  forthcoming  Warner  product  and 
the  manner  of  selling  it  to  the  public. 
Immediately  after  the  meetings,  Messrs. 
Bernhard  and  Goldberg  left  for  New  York. 
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NOW  BOOKING 

"DEAD  MEN  TELL 
NO  TALES" 

First  of  the 

12  ALLIANCE  SPECIALS 
A Four-Star  Rating  by  N.  Y.  Press 
Emelyn  Williams  and  a Notable  Cast 
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Big  Feature  Rights 
Exchanges#  Inc.  a 

■ Indianapolis  - Cincinnati  J 
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"gUGAR”  BOCKELAGE,  well  known  sec- 
retary to  Joe  Oulahan  at  Paramount’s, 
is  leaving  to  report  for  duty  at  the  dis- 
trict offices  of  Paramount,  Los  Angeles, 
on  the  18th.  Miss  Bockelage  was  present- 
ed with  a handsome  set  of  luggage  by  the 
personnel,  and  was  the  recipient  of  much 
good  wishes  from  exhibitors  and  filmfolk 
throughout  the  mideast  territory,  where 
she  is  esteemed  highly. 

Current  report  has  it  that  Sehine's  will 
move  their  Bellefontaine  hooking  offices 
to  Cincimiati,  using  Cincinnati,  Cleveland 
and  W ashington  as  booking  centers.  Joel 
Golden  will  he  in  charge  here. 

Friends  of  Jay  Goldberg,  assisting  his 
father  during  the  holidays  from  school, 
at  Big  Feature  Rights  offices,  will  be 
sorry  to  learn  he  has  been  confined  to 
his  bed  with  a stomach  ailment  . . . Mar- 
gie Jones  has  returned  to  her  desk  at  War- 
ner following  illness. 

Labor  Day  weekenders  included  Frank 
Schrieber  at  Universal,  who  is  rminerup 
in  the  local  tennis  championship  contest. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Roudehush.  Uni- 
versal, are  vacationing  in  Chicago.  Naomi 
Gordon  left  for  Columbus. 

Social  event  of  the  week  was  the  gala 
party  given  by  Col.  Paul  Krieger,  Uni- 
versal BM,  to  the  entire  personnel  at  his 
beautiful  suburban  home.  A dinner  and 
an  evening  devoted  to  cards  and  dancing 
were  much  enjoyed. 

Mrs.  Mills,  wife  of  W.  C.  Mills,  Mills 
Theatre,  Huntington,  is  reported  seriously 
ill  at  the  Huntington  Hospital. 

Frank  S.  Weitzel  of  Trailer  Made  Ser- 
vice is  leaving  for  a booking  trip  through- 
out Ohio  and  West  Virginia  for  the  Al- 
pine Circuit. 

The  local  Republic  office  is  mighty 
proud  of  Gene  Autry  and  his  writeup  in 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  A four-page 
spread  in  colors  was  devoted  to  the  Re- 
public star,  and  his  popularity. 

Rosemary  Roche  has  resigned  from  Big 
Features.  Jack  Finberg  has  been  added 
to  the  United  Artists  sales  staff  for  West 
Virginia  territory. 

Local  motion  picture  theatres  have  suf- 
fered during  the  war  crisis,  due,  it  is 
thought,  to  the  radio  broadcasts  of  spot 
war  news.  However,  features  downtown 
that  opened  to  remarkable  business  in- 
cluded ‘‘The  Wizard  of  Oz”  and  “The 
Women.”  “Wizard”  is  holding  over  for 
a second  week  at  top  grosses. 

Sol  Fox,  RKO  advertising  department, 
is  vacationing.  RKO’s  E.  V.  Dinerman 
has  returned. 


Daughters  of  Union  Vets 
And  GAR  Oppose  'Wind' 


Pittsburgh — Daughters  of  Union  Veter- 
ans of  the  Civil  War  and  the  fast-dwind- 
ling comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  Re- 
public, meeting  here  in  the  latter’s  73rd 
annual  encampment  last  week,  passed  reso- 
lutions to  take  every  step  possible  to  stop 
showing  of  the  motion  picture,  “Gone 
With  the  Wind.” 

The  Daughters  described  the  novel  as  an 
“outrageous  attempt  to  palliate  the  trea- 
son of  the  South  and  smirch  the  reputa- 
tion of  General  William  T.  Sherman.” 

“Were  it  not  that  young  people  will  see 
the  picture,  it  could  be  ignored,  but  it  is 
unfair  that  our  boys  and  girls  should  be 
given  such  a distorted  view  of  what  ac- 
tually took  place,”  said  the  resolution. 
Each  state  department  voted  to  confer 
with  local  censors  and  “endeavor  to  stop 
the  showing  of  the  picture.” 

Members  of  the  Pennsylvania  board  of 
censors,  contacted  on  the  proposed  ban, 
stated  that  prints  of  the  picture  were  not 
available  as  yet,  but  expressed  doubt  if 
they  could  do  anything  about  suppressing 
the  picture. 

David  O.  Selznick’s  “Gone  With  the 
Wind,”  a M-G-M  release,  is  expected  to 
be  exhibited  here  this  fall  as  a roadshow 
in  the  Nixon  Theatre. 


Labor  in  Pittsburgh 
Protests  "Citizen" 

Pittsburgh — Several  local  labor  organ- 
izations have  protested  the  exhibition  of 
Paramount’s  “Our  Leading  Citizen,”  star- 
ring Bob  Burns.  Letters  to  the  MPTO  of 
W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  state  the  picture  is  anti- 
labor and  the  exhibitor  organization  is 
urged  to  “withdraw”  the  film. 


The  Mary  Lee  in  Boswell 
Is  Leased  to  Thompson 

Boswell,  Pa.  — Charles  Szewczyk  has 
leased  the  Mary  Lee  here  to  H.  J.  Thomp- 
son of  the  Clearfield  Amusement  Co. 
Szewczyk,  owner  of  the  theatre,  remains 
as  manager. 


^HARLES  EARLS,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Brownie,  Middlesboro,  and  Opal  Lee 
Wilson  of  Paris,  Tenn.,  are  now  one. 
Elizabeth  Carmony,  cashier  at  the  Brownie, 
is  also  a newly-wed,  marrying  Jimmy  Mor- 
ris. a non-pro.  Incidentally,  the  Brownie 
recently  underwent  a complete  renovation 
under  the  supervision  of  “Bigg”  Landrum, 
operator. 


Detroit  Madison  Opens 
As  Last  Run  Sept.  15 

Detroit — The  Madison  Theatre  will  defi- 
nitely open  September  15  with  a 20-cent 
admission  policy  at  all  times,  Arthur  Rob- 
inson, premium  distributor  and  head  of 
Robinson  Bros.  Circuit,  says.  Robinson  is 
reseating  the  house  and  installing  new 
booth  equipment,  preparatory  to  opening. 

The  policy  will  be  last  run  in  the  down- 
town area,  removing  the  house  from  di- 
rect competition  with  most  of  the  larger 
downtown  theatres.  Products  of  most  ma- 
jor and  independent  distributors  will  be 
booked.  Two  and  three  changes  a week 
will  be  followed. 

Reopening  of  the  Madison  will  mean  the 
return  of  a distinctly  popular-priced  house, 
without  “run”  appeal  to  the  Grand  Circus 
Park  district,  where  all  of  the  city’s  first 
runs  are  centered.  Centering  of  better 
class  Detroit  theatre  patronage  in  this  dis- 
trict is  expected  to  be  a stronger  factor  in 
the  probable  success  of  the  Madison  un- 
der the  new  Robinson  policy,  while  it  may 
not  adversely  affect  the  patronage  of  the 
higher-priced  first  and  second  runs  in  this 
district.  Most  other  subsequents  are  con- 
centrated in  the  Michigan -Monroe  Ave. 
district,  half  a mile  south,  catering  to  an 
entirely  different  clientele. 


Stage  Shows  May  Return 
To  Detroit's  Colonial 

Detroit — Stage  shows  may  return  to 
Raymond  Schreiber’s  Colonial  on  a big 
scale  late  in  September.  The  Colonial  for 
years  has  played  second-rate  shows,  but 
spokesmen  for  the  circuit  say  the  quality 
will  be  “stepped  up  100  per  cent,”  indi- 
cating a definite  bid  for  top-line  attrac- 
tions. :*i 

An  unconfirmed  report  has  Jack  Broder, 
operator  of  the  Rainbo  Theatre,  nego- 
tiating for  Orchestra  Hall.  This  mam- 
moth house,  built  for  symphony  orchestra 
and  legitimate  productions,  would  make  a 
semi-uptown  “grind”  house,  it  is  assumed, 
and  would  bring  Broder  back  to  Woodward 
Ave.  where  two  years  ago  he  operated 
five  theatres  and  two  ballrooms. 


J.  P.  and  Russell  Masters,  operating  three 
Crescent  houses  in  Bowling  Green,  are  back 
from  the  New  York  Fair.  They  were  ac- 
companied by  their  families  . . . J.  E.  Isaac 
jr.  has  been  managing  the  Kentucky, 
Whitesburg,  while  his  boss,  S.  Thomas, 
is  getting  rid  of  a bothersome  molar,  and 
Irene  Blair  is  relieving  Verna  Bates,  cash- 
ier, who  was  injured  in  a car  accident. 


In  Old  Kentucky 

By  SCOTTY  DeVEAUX 


rT.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 

i White  and  Silver  Screens 

Guaranteed  Workmanship — Reasonable  Prices 


i 


Satisfied  Customers  for  Twelve  Tears 

604  WARD  AVE.,  GIRARD,  OHIO 

Phone: 


Girard,  Ohio,  361-J  ^ 


Sehine’s  Liberty  at  Pikeville  is  being  re- 
modeled ...  To  determine  his  most  bene- 
ficial advertising  medium,  H.  B.  Miller  of 
the  Manwaring,  Middleton,  is  surveying  his 
territory  . . . Mrs.  P.  O.  Lewis  of  the  Palace, 
Evarts,  is  a bridge  enthusiast  . . . W.  H. 
Nunn  and  F.  C.  Hassler  are  building  a new 
400-seater  at  Albany. 


J.  F.  Carnahan  has  acquired  an  interest 
in  the  Lyric  at  Beatty ville.  John  Dunsill 
is  manager  . . . Mike  Staley  has  taken  over 
the  Lacky,  Lacky;  Garret,  Garret,  and  the 
Weyland,  Weyland  . . . H.  T.  Allen,  mana- 
ger of  the  Abrigal  Theatre,  Prestonburg,  is 
mourning  the  death  of  his  Irish  setter. 


56 


BOXOFFICE  September  9,  1939 


many  friends  in  the  industry  were  among 
the  several  hundred  who  attended  the 
50th  wedding  anniversary  reception  for 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Wheeler  in  the  social 
hall  of  Beth  Shalom  Temple  Sunday. 
All  members  of  the  family  were  present, 
the  golden  wedding  couple  being  joined 
by  their  sons;  Samuel,  20th-Fox  mana- 
ger at  Washington;  Al,  M-G-M  booker 
at  Boston;  Ed,  Realart  press,  Baltimore; 
Hymen,  Republic  sales  representative, 
Pittsburgh;  George,  Columbia  sales  repre- 
sentative, Pittsburgh,  and  Maurice,  local 
attorney,  and  daughters,  Mrs.  Mary  Cha- 
ban  and  Mrs.  Rose  Wheeler,  widow  of 
Jacob  Wheeler  of  Pittsburgh,  in  addition 
to  11  grandchildren  and  other  members 
of  the  family. 

Among  guests  we  spotted  at  the  recep- 
tion in  honor  of  the  happy  Wheeler  par- 
ents were  the  Ira  H.  Cohns,  M.  A.  Rosen- 
bergs.  Max  Shulgolds,  Jules  Lapiduses, 
Art  Levys,  E.  S.  Thorpes,  Samuel  Fine- 
bergs,  George  W.  Collinses,  Joseph  Ginses, 
Walter  Thomases,  Lou  Hannas  and  Mrs. 
Hanna  sr.,  Mark  Goldmans,  Jackie  Heller 
and  his  mother,  Samuel  Steinberg,  Miss 
Harriett  Pettit,  Martin  Terner,  Cecelia 
and  Loretta  Guehl.  “Bartenders”  includ- 
ed Ben  Hanna,  Tom  Ray,  George  Ball  and 
Ellwood  Ohleger  of  Filmrow.  Music  was 
furnished  by  Lennie  Hahn  and  his  or- 
chestra. 

Leonard  Gaynor  of  Columbia  was  here 
with  William  Holden,  the  “Golden  Boy” 
himself,  who  made  appearances  at  the 
Alvin  Wednesday  . . . Terry  Turner,  ad- 
vance man  for  Jesse  L.  Lasky’s  “Gateway 
to  Hollywood”  search,  was  here  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Senator  Theatre  dates,  Sep- 
tember 24-26  . . . M.  S.  “Mort”  England 
was  back  on  the  job  this  week  after  an 
extended  honeymoon  in  South  America. 

Fulton  Theatre  has  taken  New  Univer- 
sal’s “A”  spirit  . . . WB  Manor  Theatre 
was  entered  early  Tuesday  morning  by 
yeggs  who  tried  to  work  the  combination 
off  the  safe,  but  they  left  without  disturb- 
ing the  contents,  which,  according  to  Al- 
lan Davis,  manager,  included  three  days 
receipts  . . . Abe  Rottenstein  vacationed 
in  Canada  over  the  weekend;  the  Frank 
Thomases  drove  to  Niagara  Falls;  the  Fred 
J.  Herringtons  and  the  James  H.  Alex- 
anders with  young  Jimmy  visited  the 
World’s  Fair  ...  A single-reel  cartoon  was 
destroyed  in  a projection  machine  fire  at 
George  Clair’s  Arco  Theatre,  Burgetts- 
town. 

Rex  Theatre,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  will 
world  premiere  Paramount’s  “Honeymoon 
in  Bali”  September  12  in  honor  of  4-year-: 
old  Carolyn  Lee,  daughter  of  a Wheeling 
steel  mill  worker,  who  has  a prominent 
role  in  the  picture,  which  was  formerly 
titled  “My  Love  for  Yours.”  . . . Pittsburgh 
expects  to  have  the  initial  public  show- 
ing of  RKO’s  “Allegheny  Frontier,”  star- 
ring John  Wayne,  which  is  shaping  up 
as  one  of  the  screen’s  mightiest  dramas  of 
pioneers  against  the  wilderness  . . . Sun- 
day midnight  shows  were  featured  at  the 
Alvin  where  “Golden  Boy”  is  holding  forth 
and  at  the  Penn  where  “The  Women” 
is  on  view  and  where  for  this  performance 


tickets  were  sold  only  to  lady  customers 
(males  were  not  barred,  just  not  permit- 
ted to  approach  the  ticket  window)  . . . 
Jules  Lapidus  is  worried  about  his  father 
who  is  confined  to  a local  hospital. 

Milton  Golden,  son  of  the  former  city 
exhibitor  Mannie  Golden,  has  entered  the 
theatre  field  at  the  Warner  Regal  Thea- 
tre, Wilkinsburg,  as  assistant  to  Edward 
Salamon,  manager.  Young  Golden,  who 
has  completed  his  educational  career  and 
who  had  a fling  in  the  musical  world  with 
an  orchestra,  replaces  William  Kibler,  re- 
signed ...  Ed  Shafer,  after  a summer 
season  at  the  Globe,  Atlantic  City,  has  re- 
turned to  manage  the  Casino  for  George 
Jaffe,  the  house  reopening  with  a midnight 
show  Sunday,  September  10. 

Henry  Burger,  manager  of  the  WB 
Boulevard  Theatre,  is  supervising  opera- 
tion of  the  WB  Brookline  Theatre  which 
has  been  reopened  for  afternoon  and  eve- 
ning performances  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
and  evening  performances  other  days  . . . 
John  Walsh,  who  recently  reopened  the 
Fulton,  hurried  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  the  other 
day  and  returned  with  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter ..  . Don  Bruce  of  Wilkinsburg,  former 
editor  of  Showorld,  will  edit  Radio  Review, 
a new  magazine  which  will  make  its 
appearance  September  23  ...  An  op- 
portunity for  a double  stage  wed- 
ding is  presented  at  the  State  The- 
atre, Wilkinsburg,  where  Cupid  has  been 
on  duty.  Within  the  next  month  or  six 
weeks  we  will  find  some  fine  youngsters 
taking  the  marriage  vows.  Frank  Barr, 
manager,  and  Miss  Frances  Perrin,  cash- 
ier, met  only  a few  months  ago  when  the 
former  came  to  the  State  from  Charleroi 
where  he  had  been  employed  at  the  Menlo 
Theatre.  It  was  “love  at  first  sight”  and 
so  they  are  to  be  wed.  Don  Harris,  Barr’s 
assistant,  may  seek  the  preacher  first,  how- 
ever. It  develops  that  he  has  long  been 
engaged  to  Miss  Ellen  Beckett.  Our  not- 
too-brilliant  suggestion  of  a stage  wedding 
brings  blushes  from  the  young  folks,  but 
it’s  really  not  a bad  idea.  Both  couples 
will  reside  in  Wilkinsburg.  Our  blessings 
to  all  concerned! 

Harry  Seed,  Vitagraph  manager,  was 
on  business  in  New  York  last  week  . . . 
Mayor  Scully’s  ordinance  which  would 
have  boosted  the  licerise  fee  on  pinball  de- 
vices from  $1  to  $25  a machine  has  been 
delayed  again  in  council  (until  after  the 
election,  at  least)  . . . American  The- 
atrical Valance  Co.  furnished  stage  set- 
tings and  drapes  for  the  new  Basle  The- 
atre, Washington,  Pa.  . . . Guy  V.  Ida  was 
around  passing  out  wooden  nickels.  They 
are  souvenirs  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  Mc- 
Donald, Pa.,  September  1-4  . . . It’s  a boy 
at  the  Tony  Mungellos. 

Melvin  Barrett,  formerly  of  the  local 
Paramount  ad  sales  department  and  who 
is  now  manager  of  this  department  at  the 
Cleveland  branch,  was  here  over  the  week- 
end making  final  preparations  for  his 
marriage.  The  event  has  been  scheduled 
for  Sunday  afternoon,  September  17,  at 
the  William  Penn  Hotel.  The  lucky  girl  is 
Miss  Ruth  Gersen  of  this  city.  They  will 


reside  in  Cleveland  . . . Max  Shulgold  has 
received  word  that  several  new  GN  re- 
leases will  be  ready  within  the  next  two 
weeks. 

Variety  Club’s  fall  social  season  opens 
September  9 with  Ira  H.  Cohn  and  his 
gang  in  charge  of  20th  Century-Fox  Night. 
Next  Saturday’s  party  (September  16)  will 
be  known  as  M-G-M  Night,  and  Burtus 
Bishop  jr.  and  his  roaring  lions  will  have 
charge.  House  Committee  takes  over  Sep- 
tember 23,  there  being  no  designated  host 
due  to  sacred  Jewish  holidays.  September 
11  dinner  has  been  turned  over  to  the 
Variety  Post  American  Legion  and  the 
September  18  dinner  will  be  another  “big” 
night  at  the  club,  bringing  to  an  end  the 
belief  it  fund  campaign  for  Camp  O’Con- 
nell. 

Vacation  of  Frank  Ray  and  Clara  Pawa- 
las,  both  of  the  RKO  exchange,  proved  to 
be  a happy  honeymoon.  The  wedding  was 
announced  upon  their  return  from  their 
vacations  when  they  established  a residence 
on  Stewart  St.,  Carrick.  Prank  Ray  is  a 
veteran  in  service  as  a film  distributor, 
having  entered  the  business  as  a young- 
ster, and  Mrs.  Ray  is  another  film  ex- 
change employe  of  long  standing.  Their 
wedding  culminated  a five-year  romance. 
Best  wishes,  Frank  and  Mrs.  Ray. 

John  Freinstein  of  the  M-G-M  book- 
ing staff  returned  to  his  duties  this  week 
after  a summer  layoff  . . . Helen  Gajer  of 
M-G-M  was  vacationing  this  week  . . ■ 
Harold  C.  Lund,  district  manager  for  Ross 
Federal  Research  Corp.,  was  in  New  York 
for  a week  attending  company  meetings 
. . . Souvenir  edition  of  the  New  York  Post 
received  here  the  other  day  headlined  in 
inch-tall  letters:  “James  H.  Alexander, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Welcomed  to  New  York’s 
World’s  Fair.”  A Max  Shulgold  edition 
made  the  rounds  too. 

The  Harry  Stahls  are  parents  of  a son, 
born  August  25  in  the  Buhl  Hospital, 
Sharon,  Pa.  Proud  papa  made  announce- 
ment of  his  first-born  while  booking  on 
Filmrow  . . . Jake  (Rhumba)  Soltz’s  Beech- 
wood  Blvd.  home  was  visited  by  Negro 
prowlers  who  obtained  little  loot  while 
the  exhibitor  vacationed  in  New  York  . . . 
John  Frankel,  attorney  for  various  labor 
organizations,  who  was  involved  in  the 
local  movie  operators’  strikes  of  six  and 
seven  years  ago,  died  last  week  after  suf- 
fering a heart  attack.  Frankel  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Peoples’  Alliance  . . . Sidney 
Pink,  former  city  exhibitor,  is  doing  a good 
job  as  manager  of  the  California  The- 
atre, Pomona,  Cal.,  having  been  awarded 
a prize  in  the  Skouras  Showmanship  Drive. 

Rudy  Covi,  youthful  Herminie,  exhibitor 
and  confirmed  bachelor,  who  goes  hiking 
each  Sunday  with  his  faithful  dog.  Rags, 
was  seen  strolling  through  the  country 
lanes  without  the  faithful  one,  and  was 
accompanied  by  a very  charming  young 
lady  instead. 


FOR  SALE 

300  Veneer  Chairs.  A-1  Condition. 
Grand  Theatre,  McDonald,  Pa. 
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^JIKE  VICTOR  has  the  ladders  out,  re- 
decorating the  front  of  the  Astor  . . . 
Harold  Munz  of  the  Century  was  away  with 
his  family  at  Grand  Haven  . . . Charles 
W.  Munz,  founder  of  the  circuit,  was  on 
deck  in  personal  charge  . . . Richard  Holtz, 
our  old  friend  from  paint  days,  is  now 
in  the  Munz  office. 

Fisher  Body  division  of  General  Motors 
is  distributing  "The  First  Century  of  Base- 
ball” gratis — just  telecast  at  New  York, 
incidentally  . . . Alben  Macek,  doorman  at 
the  Senate,  and  Robert  Smith,  arrested 
on  charges  of  robbing  the  cashier,  both 
pleaded  not  guilty. 

Earl  Hudson  is  going  to  screen  about 
a half  reel  of  the  old  silent  “Beau  Geste’’ 
as  introduction  to  the  film,  which  comes 
into  the  UA  following  the  record-break- 
ing “Wizard  of  Oz.” 

Ruth  Johnson,  UDT  receptionist,  has 
returned  from  a vacation  in  New  York 
City  . . . Alice  Gorham,  UDT  exploiteer, 
now  has  that  big  desk  vacated  by  Cliff 
Giesseman,  when  he  went  with  Altec.  Her 
own  went  up  with  George  W.  Trendle  when 
he  moved  into  WXYZ. 

Bill  Hendricks,  youthful  UDT  exploiteer, 
is  vacationing  at  the  Pavilion  at  Sauga- 
tuck,  Mich.  . . . Bud  Harris,  chief  UDT 
projectionist,  took  a few  days  off  for  spe- 
cial treatment,  in  his  recovery  from  a 
recent  throat  operation. 

Eddie  Atkinson,  now  with  Paramount 
Theatre  at  Miami,  was  an  office  visitor 
. . . James  Pooler,  film  editor  of  the 
Detroit  Free  Press,  is  spending  his  vaca- 
tion in  moving. 

Carroll  Robb,  secretary  to  Earl  Hudson, 
is  back  from  her  vacation  . . . A1  Cham- 
paign, 20th-Fox  auditor,  has  just  moved 
into  a house  at  Royal  Oak,  which  he  is 
practically  rebuilding — all  by  himself. 

George  W.  Carr  of  International  Seat- 
ing Co.  is  in  the  ranks  of  the  pipe-smok- 
ers ..  . Lloyd  Hammond  is  leading  the 
cheering  gallery  at  that  new  game  down 
in  Irving  Belinsky’s.  Irving,  by  the  by,  is 
up  to  date  with  a big  "war  map”  of 
Europe  on  the  official  film  bulletin  board 
. . . Joseph  Ellul  of  the  Regal  is  about  to 
celebrate  his  sixth  anniversary  at  the 
Empress. 

Jack  Saxe  of  Monogram  spends  most  of 

Ben  Cohen  Completes  Air 
Conditioning  at  Two 

Detroit — A remodeling  program  that 
included  the  installation  of  gas-engine 
driven  air  conditioning  equipment  in  the 
Crystal  Theatre  and  a change  of  air  dis- 
tribution in  the  Senate  Theatre  has  been 
completed  by  Ben  Cohen,  owner. 

The  Senate  job  was  directed  by  Hugh 
Lenane,  engineer  for  American  Refrigerat- 
ing Co.  here,  who  used  six  Anemostats  and 
changed  the  outlet  and  duct  system.  The 
equipment  installed  in  the  Crystal  is  a 
Carbondale  V-type  Freon  compressor, 
driven  by  a Continental  stationary  en- 
gine powered  with  natural  gas. 


his  time  outside  of  office  hours  at  his 
summer  home  in  Canada  . . . Col.  L.  T. 
Lewis,  has  taken  over  distribution  of 
“Human  Wreckage”  for  the  territory,  with 
first  booking  at  the  Colonial  . . . Frank 
Wetsman  was  off  to  Grayling  to  close  the 
fishing  season.  Hal  Burriss,  who  couldn’t 
go  along,  says  his  new  nickname  is 
“Noisy.” 

Ruehl  Williams,  western  division  mana- 
ger of  Ross  Federal  Service,  stopped  in 
Detroit  on  his  way  back  to  Los  Angeles 
after  having  attended  the  meeting  of  all 
division  managers  in  New  York  . . . Re- 
search Salesman  R.  E.  Harvey  of  Detroit 
branch,  Ross  Federal  Service,  returned 
from  a tuxi-week  trip  to  Denver,  Colo., 
on  his  vacation. 

Bennett  & Straight,  architects,  report  the 
steel  work  on  the  Cameo  Theatre  at 
Russell  and  Seven  Mile,  to  be  well  under 
way.  This  is  a remodeling  and  new  con- 
struction job  which  will,  when  completed, 
make  the  Cameo  practically  a new  house. 
George  Flucksa  is  the  owner.  House  is 
expected  to  be  completed  about  Decem- 
ber 1. 

Frank  J.  Downey,  branch  manager,  and 
Harold  Sandelman,  city  salesman,  lead 
M-G-M-ites  suffering  from  hay  fever  . . . 
H.  C.  Beck,  M-G-M  city  salesman,  finds 
local  exhibitors  just  not  interested  in  any- 
thing but  the  war  broadcasts  . . . M-G-M’ s 
booking  desk  is  divided  between  joining 
the  air  escadrille  and  getting  a job  at  the 
Ford  plant. 

Harold  C.  Robinson,  of  Film  Truck  Ser- 
vice, is  making  the  official  measurements 
of  boats  for  the  Gold  Cup  Races  . . . 
Ralph  Ruben,  Amusement  Supply  head,  is 
taking  over  distribution  for  the  territory 
for  Ashcraft  projector  lamps. 

Eddie  Jacobson,  manager  of  the  Rainbo, 
is  known  as  Grouch  to  his  neighborhood 
kids;  he’s  starting  a Groucho  Club,  re- 
placing the  Popeye  Club  . . . Al  Rupert, 
owner  of  the  Rupert,  back  from  his  Cali- 
fornia trip,  has  some  undisclosed  ideas 
up  his  sleeve. 

Harry  Clark  is  managing  Wisper  & Wets- 
man’s  Tower,  with  George  H.  Santer  as 
assistant  . . . M.  McCusker,  business  agent 
of  the  theatre  engineer’s  local,  has  been 
out  of  town  . . . George  DeVos  is  chang- 
ing the  name  of  his  Flasher  Neon  Display 
Corp.  to  DeVos  Neon  Service,  Inc.  . . . 
A.  T.  Schmidt  has  organized  the  Radiant 
Lights  Co.  to  install  fluorescent  lighting 
and  is  working  on  some  theatre  plans  now. 

Joseph  Simon,  manager  of  the  Delray, 
is  doing  minor  remodeling,  putting  in  new 
fire  wall  and  door  . . . Dave  Flayer,  the 
lawyer-exhibitor,  is  getting  ready  for 
winter,  with  a new  boiler  at  the  Amo. 

Mrs.  Cully  Buermele  is  off  to  Chicago 
for  several  weeks  . . . Pete  Simon  jr.  got 
a special  contribution  for  his  aerial  career 
from  a somewhat  inebriated  aeronautical 
engineer  who  dropped  into  the  studios  . . . 
Pete  sr.  is  working  on  a new  titling  method 
and  is  expected  to  film  the  Gold  Cup  Races 
for  Universal. 


Willard  J.  Turnbull,  Detroit  manager  of 
National  Theatre  Supply,  was  called  to 
Chattanooga,  Thursday,  by  the  sudden 
death  of  his  mother  at  his  old  home  there. 

James  F.  Sharkey,  RKO  branch  mana- 
ger, has  moved  into  the  de  luxe  front  of- 
fice vacated  by  District  Manager  Nat 
Levy,  who  is  transferred  to  Philadelphia, 
while  Milt  Cohen,  city  salesman,  has  moved 
into  Sharkey’s  vacated  office. 

Charles  M.  Voelker,  president  of  De- 
troit Film  Laboratories,  took  his  second 
trip  to  Chicago  in  a week  . . . Raymond 
Schreiber  has  been  in  New  York  for  a 
week  with  Booker  Sol  Berns,  getting  set 
on  stage  shows  to  go  into  the  house  in 
late  September  . . . Edgar  McMillen,  stage- 
hand, accompanied  Schreiber  and  Berns  to 
buy  new  scenery. 

Prank  Stuart,  Majestic  manager,  is  suf- 
fering from  a leg  ache  . . . George  W. 
Craig,  lighting  specialist,  is  back  from 
a fishing  trip  on  the  Au  Sable  . . . Harry 
Lee  of  Amusement  Booking  Service  is  back 
from  his  honeymoon. 

Sam  Brown,  circuit  operator,  is  back  at 
his  desk  after  a long  illness.  Offices  are 
now  at  1117  Palms-State  Theatre  Bldg., 
just  down  the  hall  from  Altec  . . . Joseph 
Urban  of  the  Farnum  meets  so  many 
friends  en  route  there  that  he  keeps  a 
1 p.  m.  appointment  with  Fred  Sturgess  at 
4 p.  m. 

Arthur  C.  Robinson,  circuit  operator,  is 
forming  a separate  corporation,  Madison 
Theatre  Corp.,  to  run  his  new  acquisition, 
the  downtown  Madison.  Capitalization  is 
$17,500.  David  Newman  of  the  Pasadena 
was  attorney  in  the  matter. 

Sig  Kulka’s  new  Film  Preserving  Co. 
will  share  space  with  Detroit  Film  Labora- 
tories in  the  former  20th-Fox  exchange  on 
Sibley  St. 

D.  J.  Wilson,  manager  of  the  Redford 
Theatre,  is  vacationing  ...  A certain  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  after  screening  of  “Big 
Game  Fishing,”  announced  it  as  just  a 
preview  of  what  he’d  catch  in  Florida  next 
winter.  His  messmates  are  planning  to 
use  his  catch  for  bait. 

Eddie  Atkinson,  former  UDT  booker,  now 
at  Miami,  returned  here  for  the  funeral 
of  his  father  . . . Sue  Brown  of  the  Para- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 

UDT  Managerial  Shilts 
As  Roy  Miller  Quits 

Detroit — United  Detroit  Theatres  has 
completed  a shift  of  managers,  following 
resignation  of  Roy  Miller,  as  manager  of 
the  Palms-State.  Donald  Kuhn  moves  up 
from  the  Riviera  to  take  Miller’s  post,  and 
Dow  Thompson  jumps  from  the  Varsity 
to  the  Riviera. 

Hyman  Bloom  moves  from  the  Annex 
to  the  Varsity,  and  Gil  Green  from  the 
Regent  to  the  Annex.  Frank  Perry  sur- 
renders his  post  as  first  assistant  at  the 
United  Artists  to  become  manager  of  the 
Regent. 
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Open  Minerva  Roxy 

Minerva,  Ohio — The  Roxy,  operated  by 
George  Manos,  Toronto,  Ohio,  exhibitor, 
has  been  reopened  following  extensive 
remodeling.  Modernization  included  new 
glass  front,  new  fixtures  and  equipments 
and  all  new  decorations,  the  latter  by 
William  Naidenoff  of  Pitt  Art  Studios, 
Pittsburgh. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
mount  staff  is  back  from  her  old  home 
town  in  southern  Illinois  with  pictures  of 
bass  she  caught  there. 

Gus  (Mysterious)  Embach,  Paramount 
booker,  returned  from  parts  undisclosed 
after  his  vacation  with  a plenty  dusty 
car  . . . Bill  Frick,  Paramount’s  night 
caretaker,  the  man  nobody  knows,  is  back 
and  things  are  shining  again. 

John  Howard,  branch  manager,  has  a 
new  exploitation  tieup  for  “King  of  China- 
town.” They’re  playing  Chinese  checkers 
in  the  park  out  in  front  now  . . . Joe 
Renick,  deserting  Ralph  Ruben,  is  new  city 
salesman  for  McArthur  Theatre  Equip- 
ment Co. 

Bea  Mattingly,  secretary  at  Paramount, 
thinks  a lot  of  phone  numbers  are  a sure 
sign  of  affluence  . . . Jacob  Boodman, 
five-foot  head  of  Film  Cleaning  Service, 
has  three  sons,  we  learn:  Allan  N.,  ex- 
business  agent  of  the  Exchange  Employes 
Union,  and  two  talented  youngsters.  The 
16-year-oldster  is  a foot  higher  than  Jacob, 
and  the  10-year-old  is  a prizefighter. 

George  W.  Trendle,  ex-head  of  UDT, 
is  smiling  these  days,  with  only  radio  to 
worry  about  . . . Censor  Charles  W.  Snyder 
is  planning  a trip  to  California. 

Ralph  Peckham,  GN  manager,  visiting 
President  Bill  Flemion  of  Excellent,  says 
that’s  no  ground  for  rumors  of  a merger 
. . . UA’s  Bessie  Gottlieb  says  she  got  that 
shiner  and  11  stitches  when  she  suddenly 
met  a brick  building  while  riding  a bicycle 
in  Charlevoix  Bldg. 

Sylvia  Shiffman  of  the  Film  Bldg,  of- 
fice is  back  from  her  vacation,  sunburned 
in  reverse  . . . Manager  W.  R.  Stebbins  of 
the  Exchange  Bldg,  is  considering  that  ice 
water  idea. 

Jack  Saxe  of  Monogram  is  in  charge  of 
selling  tickets  for  the  Nat  Levy  testimonial 
September  30,  with  all  exchange  managers 
assisting  . . . Variety  Club  resumes  fall 
limcheons,  September  18,  with  the  Satur- 
day Frolics  the  first  week  in  October. 

Herb  Brown,  M-G-M  booker,  reports  his 
baby  has  gained  three  pounds  . . . Frank 
J.  Downey,  M-G-M  branch  manager,  flew 
in  from  Chicago  to  attend  the  M-G-M 
Club  party. 

Robert  Frymire,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Detroit  branch  of  Ross  Federal,  was 
severely  beaten  and  robbed  by  three  ban- 
dits on  Monroe  Ave.  . . . F.  S.  McKeown, 
manager  of  Ross  Federal  Service  here,  is 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Progress  on  Allison  s 
New  Altoona  House 

Altoona,  Pa. — Foundation  has  been  com- 
pleted and  work  is  progressing  on  a new 
theatre  in  the  Llyswen  residential  dis- 
trict at  Logan  Blvd.  and  Burgoon  Road 
for  R.  Allison,  which  is  described  by  the 
veteran  showman  as  the  first  of  a series 
of  new  theatres  which  he  plans  for  east- 
ern Pennsylvania  cities. 

The  new  unnamed  theatre,  which  will 
maintain  a popular-price  policy  will  be 
of  modern  design.  Scheduled  for  opening 
by  November  1,  progress  has  been  so  sat- 
isfactory that  Allison  sees  a possible  open- 
ing by  October  15. 


Operators  Bowling  League 
Will  Use  New  Alleys 

Pittsburgh — Movie  Operators  Bowling 
League  has  arranged  to  use  the  facilities 
of  the  Triangle  Recreation  Parlors,  which 
were  newly  opened,  in  the  second  season 
of  bowling  for  members  of  the  lATSE, 
Local  No.  171.  These  are  the  same  new 
alleys  that  have  been  picked  by  the  Film- 
row  Bowling  League.  George  Engstler  is 
president  of  Movie  Operators  League;  John 
Lengyel  is  secretary  and  William  Thomp- 
son is  treasurer. 


Two  Dozen  Friends  Pay  a 
Tribute  to  K,  Vaveris 

Altoona,  Pa. — Two  dozen  friends  in  the 
industry  honored  K.  “Gus”  Vaveris,  man- 
ager of  the  A.  N.  Notopoulos-Altoona  Publix 
Theatres’  Strand,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  at  a 
surprise  birthday  party  in  the  Penn-Alto 
Hotel  here  Thursday.  “Uncle  Gus”  was 
wined  and  dined  and  presented  a gold 
watch. 


Reopens  With  Duals 

Mansfield,  Ohio — Warner’s  Majestic, 
dark  most  of  the  summer,  has  reopened 
with  a dual  feature,  subsequent  run  pol- 
icy. Admission  prices  are:  Matinee,  10 
cents:  evenings,  15  cents;  Sundays  and 
holidays,  10  cents  till  2 p.  m.;  children  a 
dime  all  the  time. 


Shilts  to  Weekends 

Burton,  Ohio — Irving  Field,  who  has 
been  operating  the  Opera  House  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  during  the  sum- 
mer, has  installed  new  chairs  and  after 
the  first  week  in  October  will  operate  on 
Fi'idays  and  Saturdays.  During  the  sum- 
mer Field  has  been  bucking  16mm  open 
air  free  shows  which  were  sponsored  by 
local  merchants. 


Goodwill  at  "Goodwill  Outing" — 

When  good-fellows  of  the  film  trade  got  together  in  Lewistown,  Pa.,  for  an 
industry  “goodwill  outing,”  the  above  scenes  res^ilted.  At  the  top,  starting 
with  the  top  row  and  working  down  left  to  right,  are:  R.  Allison,  Si  Feld, 
Al  Engel,  unidentified,  Edward  Oliver,  Bob  Freeman,  “Brownie,”  John 
Saleme,  Earle  Sweigert,  Bill  Doyle,  Walter  Yost,  Burtus  Bishop,  Jack  Holman, 
Bill  Rosensteel,  Sammy  SteAnberg,  George  Tice,  Joe  Friedman,  Joseph  Sha- 
piro, Lee  Balsly,  George  Elmo,  Vince  Josack,  Drew  Kolb,  Bob  Shapiro, 
Raymond  Johnson,  Ike  Berney,  Chef  “Rafie,”  and  Paul  O.  Klingler.  Below, 
Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  Pittsburgh  Metro  manager,  presents  statuettes  as  a symbol 
of  “goodwill  between  buyer  and  seller  and  between  competitor  and  competi- 
tor.” Left  to  right  are  Ike  Berney,  Pastime  Theatre,  Lewistown,  who  is  ob- 
serving his  32nd  year  in  the  industry  there;  Harold  D.  Cohen,  Embassy 
Theatre,  Levnstown,  aviator  and  broker;  Paul  O.  Klingler  of  the  Lewistown 
Rialto,  and  Bishop. 
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proudly  telling  about  the  beautiful  desk  set 
he  won  at  Variety’s  golf  tournament. 

WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Jack  Tliompson,  Paramount  salesman, 
is  moving  out  into  the  territory — well,  al- 
most: he’s  going  into  his  new  home  on 
the  Eight  Mile  Road,  right  on  the  city 
limits  . . . Lou  Greenley,  Monogram  state 
salesman,  is  40  per  cent  ahead  of  last  year 
already. 


Harold  C.  Robinson’s  Film  'Ti'uck  Service 
has  taken  over  deliveries  to  theatres  at 
Tecumseh  and  Wyandotte  . . . Lou  Green- 
ley,  by  the  way,  had  to  get  a new  pair 
of  glasses  after  getting  too  friendly  with 
Mac  Ki'im’s  horse. 


Howard  Reynolds,  of  the  Family  and 
Vogue,  Grand  Rapids,  was  in  town,  get- 
ting ready  to  go  to  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington to  pick  timber  for  the  blowers  which 
he  manufactures,  as  another  sideline  . . . 
Jim  Olson  of  Clare  gave  some  of  the 
filmites  a treat  when  he  circled  around 
in  that  new  plane  of  his — takes  him  45 
minutes  to  get  to  Detroit. 


Bernard  Schram,  general  manager  of 
Schram  Theatres,  Kalamazoo,  has  returned 
from  a four-week  vacation  in  New  York 
City  . . . Herb  Bolshoven,  Grand  Rapids 
exhibitor,  says  he  caught  an  85-pound, 
four-ounce  fish,  species  unstated,  in  a 
nearby  lake. 


Joseph  Decker,  the  Dundee  showman, 
was  an  exchange  visitor  again;  it’s  a habit 
. . . Warren  Slee,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  was 
up  in  Lansing  exploiting. 


William  Cassidy,  circuit  owner,  was  off 
to  the  New  York  Fair  ...  Ed  Dalton  of 
Flushing,  St.  Charles,  and  Lake  Orion,  is 
taking  delivery  on  a new  Stinson  airplane. 
He  already  has  his  pilot’s  license.  Going 
to  ride  the  circuit  by  air? 


Fi-ed  C.  Dickely,  Altec  service  manager, 
has  been  vacationing  upstate. 


Associated  'Theatres  will  reopen  the  Ma- 
jestic at  Wyandotte  about  September  15 
. . . Construction  started  this  week  on  As- 
sociated’s new  Nortown  at  Flint.  Delay 
was  due  to  changing  plans,  with  house 
to  have  1,200  instead  of  1,000  seats. 


Harold  Smilay  seen  two  days  in  a row 
on  Griswold  St.  with  the  same  suit  . . . 
Announces  Associated  has  booked  Major 
Bowes’  Anniversary  Unit  for  the  anniver- 
sary weekend  of  the  Wyandotte  at  Wyan- 
dotte— will  not  resume  regular  stage  show 
policy  till  later  in  the  fall.  Same  goes  for 
the  Rialto  at  Flint. 


William  Schulte,  circuit  operator,  is  up  at 
Co-Op  Sam  Barrett’s  cabin  on  the  Au 
Sable,  near  Grayling,  recovering  from  hay 
fever.  Sam  comes  up  weekends  . . . George 
C.  Marr  has  installed  a Heberlee  air  con- 
ditioning job,  using  deep  well  for  cold 
water  supply,  in  his  Marr  at  Saginaw. 


Jeff  Williams  has  completed  digging  of 
a well  for  future  air  conditioning  in- 


Louisville  — This  model  theatre  was 
built  in  the  Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment 
Co.  plant  here  for  the  benefit  of  cus- 
tomers and  prospective  customers,  with  the 
idea  of  showing  them  exactly  how  their 
various  lines  of  equipment  perform  and 
appear  in  actual  setting. 

For  instance,  when  demonstrating  a cur- 
tain machine,  a control  button  opens  and 
closes  the  curtain.  A three-color  lighting 
system  is  demonstrated  in  the  same  man- 
ner. Projection  machines,  amplifiers, 
speakers  and  other  equipment  are  actually 
demonstrated  so  that  the  customer  can  see 
and  hear  them  in  action. 

Opera  chairs,  chrome  furniture  and  car- 


pets are  seen  under  theatre  lighting  ef- 
fects. Several  types  of  screens  are  mount- 
ed on  rollers  and  can  be  changed  quickly. 
In  this  way,  the  customer  can  select  the 
screen  best  suited  to  his  particular  needs. 

Nu-Wood  is  used  on  the  walls  in  differ- 
ent design  between  each  column,  or  pil- 
aster. This  enables  the  customer  to  choose 
the  design  that  pleases  him  most.  Often, 
W.  M.  Quinn,  company  executive,  ex- 
plained, customers  ask  how  they  can  re- 
model an  old  building  at  low  cost  and  yet 
make  it  look  modern  and  attractive.  The 
“Little  Theatre,”  as  Falls  City  calls  it,  has 
solved  many  a theatre  man’s  problems 
along  these  lines. 


stallation  at  the  East  Detroit  in  the  town 
of  the  same  name  . . . Construction  of  a 
well  for  similar  air  conditioning  was  start- 
ed this  week  by  Walter  Shafer  at  his  Shafer 
at  Wayne. 


Stanley  Marz,  Saginaw,  is  playing  “Ec- 
stasy” at  the  State  . . . Burt  Foster,  Ex- 
cellent state  salesman,  in  town  Saturday 
getting  ready  for  the  holiday. 


Walter  Shafer’s  new  Shafer  at  Garden 
City  opened  Friday. 


H.  V.  Beggs  reports  Heberlee  Ice  Ma- 
chine Co.  has  moved  to  new  quarters  at 
430  East  Woodbridge  St.,  by  the  Tunnel — 
their  old  building  on  Peterboro  has  been 
torn  down  for  a parking  lot.  Heberlee  has 
completed  installation  of  air  conditioning 
unit  for  William  A.  Guentsche  at  the 
Lakewood. 


Paul  Favors,  usher  at  Saul  Korman’s 
Grant,  is  doubling  as  sparring  partner  for 
Tony  Pastor  at  his  training  camp  here — 
and  landed  one  blow  so  hard  that  he 
sprained  the  challenger’s  ankle.  They  say 
he  gets  good  training  up  at  the  Grant. 


Andy  Harvey  of  Exhibitors’  Service  com- 
pleting committee  arrangements  for  that 
film  employes’  ball. 


Irwin  Pollard  of  Republic  has  teams  for 
the  Film  Bowling  League  all  set — tenta- 
tively. 


Trio  Building  600-Seat 
Theatre  in  Fairmont 

Fairmont,  W.  Va. — A new  600-seat  the- 
atre is  under  construction  here  for  Co- 
lumbus Harr,  Dr.  Carl  J.  Carter  and  A.  J. 
Colborn.  The  site  is  across  the  street  from 
the  old  landmark  Nelson  'Theatre  which 
has  just  been  converted  into  an  addition 
to  a dime  store.  Architect  is  Peter  M. 
Hulskin  of  Lima,  Ohio.  A small  store 
room  is  included. 


Operators,  Stagehands 
Dickering  in  Alliance 

Alliance,  Ohio — Local  stagehands  and 
operators  are  seeking  a new  contract  to 
replace  the  one  which  expired  September 
1.  It  is  understood  stagehands  seek  pay 
for  extra  matinee  sessions  at  one  of  the 
houses. 


New  Shea  Link 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — Shea  'Theatre 
Corp.  will  erect  a new  theatre  here,  ac- 
cording to  Ray  C.  Hickman,  manager  of 
the  Union  Theatre. 


Shannon  to  "Blue  Hawaii" 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  assigned 
Robert  Shannon,  writer,  to  “Blue  Hawaii,” 
forthcoming  Harlan  Thompson  produc- 
tion. 
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Zukor  Calls  Block  Selling  the 
^Wholesale,  Retail  Way" 


Boston — Block  booking,  in  Adolph  Zu- 
kor’s  estimation,  is  “the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail way  of  selling  pictures,”  the  Para- 
mount executive  told  George  S.  Ryan  in  a 
deposition  filed  in  the  Morse  and  Rothen- 
berg  anti-trust  suit. 

“If  I was  selling  and  you  owned  a thea- 
tre and  I had  so  many  pictures  to  sell,  I 
would  like  to  have  you  buy  as  many  pic- 
tures as  I could  sell  you  or  have  you  buy 
as  many  as  you  can  consume.  Whether 
you  call  that  block  booking,  I don’t  know. 
I don’t  understand  what  block  booking 
is  and  never  could,”  he  contended. 

Zukor  told  how  he  was  connected  with 
the  Famous  Players  Co.  at  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  what  has  evolved  into  Para- 
mount. 

“Do  you  remember  the  situation  in  the 
industry  at  the  time  that  you  made  that 
original  organization?”  George  S.  Ryan 
asked. 

“Fairly  well.” 

“That  is,  the  original  organization  was  a 
combination  of  the  Famous  Players  Film 
Co.  and  the  Jesse  Lasky  Feature  Photo- 
play Co.  and  one  other  company,  was  it 
not?” 

“Yes,  and  I think  Bosworth.  I don’t  re- 
member they  called  it  Bosworth  but  I 
think  it  was  still  called  Morosco.” 

“Each  of  those  companies  were  putting 
out  feature  photoplays  at  that  time?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“And  that  organization  took  place  at  the 
time  when  the  trade  was  just  beginning  to 
get  used  to  feature  photoplays?” 

“Oh,  no.  That  took  place  I should  im- 
agine in  1915  or  later,  and  by  that  time 
it  was  quite  a field.” 

“Were  some  other  companies  besides 
the  ones  that  were  in  this  organization 
making  feature  photoplays?”  queried  Ryan. 

“Oh,  yes,  everyone  that  I recollect  at 
that  time.” 

700  to  800  Features 

“How  many  feature  photoplays  by  all  the 
companies?” 

“That  would  be  hard  to  tell  but  I should 
imagine  seven  or  eight  himdred.  I’m 
guessing.” 

“Can  you  tell  us  without  too  much 
modesty,  which  was  the  leading  company 
putting  out  feature  films  at  that  time?” 

“I  don’t  want  to  be  modest,  but  I feel 
that  we  were  the  leading  one.  I always 
felt  that  way.” 

“Which  company  came  after  you?” 

“In  size,  in  number  of  pictures?”  quali- 
fied Zukor. 

“In  number  and  quality  of  pictures?” 

“Well,  quality,  we  feel  we  make  the 
best,  the  others  I can’t  say.  In  numbers 
you  mean  at  that  time?” 

“At  the  time  of  the  organization?” 

“At  the  time  of  the  organization.  I think 
Metro,  Pox,  (not  the  present  Metro),  and 
Triangle.” 

“What  I meant,  at  the  time  of  the  or- 
ganization, your  company,  that  is  which 
was  then  the  Famous  Players  Film  Co.,  you 
felt  was  the  leader.  Was  the  Jesse  Lasky 
Co.  the  next  to  the  leader?”  questioned 
Ryan. 


“Not  in  quantity — in  quality,  I think — 
not  in  quantity.” 

“What  was  the  purpose  of  this  organi- 
zation at  that  time?” 

“Paramount  was  a distributing  organi- 
zation through  which  the  three  producers, 
Bosworth,  Lasky  and  Famous  distributed 
at  the  time,  and  it  looked  more  economical 
to  go  together  and  be  able  to  turn  out 
more  consistent  programs  than  each  one 
had  been  releasing— Let  me  put  it  this 
way;  releasing  the  pictures,  one  didn’t 
know  what  the  other  was  making.  I felt 
if  we  could  come  together,  we  would  put 
out  a better  program  and  greater  variety 
and  that  it  would  produce  better  results 
for  all  concerned.” 

“Did  you  feel  at  that  time,  your  com- 
pany, the  Famous  Players  Film  Co.  was  in 
any  way  in  competition  with  the  Jesse 
Lasky  Co.?” 

“No.” 

“That  is,  you  were  putting  out  feature 
photoplays  and  the  Lasky  company  was 
putting  out  feature  photoplays  and  you 
felt  that  your  company  was  first  in  quality 
and  the  Lasky  company  was  second  in 
quality,  that’s  correct,  isn’t  it?” 

“No,  I wouldn’t  say  that.  They  perhaps 
felt  they  were  first.  I always  felt  that  we 
made  the  best  pictures.” 

“At  that  time  too,  you  felt  the  Lasky 
company  made  the  second  best — at  the 
time  of  the  organization?” 

“That  wouldn’t  come  into  it.  We  were 
releasing  through  the  same  releasing 
organization  and  felt  we  could  make  a bet- 
ter variety  of  product  jointly  than  we 
could  independently,  one  not  knowing  what 
the  other  was  doing.  You  see,  we  supplied 
to  that  distributing  organization,  these 
three  companies,  80  per  cent  of  their  com- 
plete consumption;  that  is,  the  three  com- 
panies together  supplied  80  per  cent,  and 
the  other  20,  the  Paramount  company  left 
open  to  buy  in  the  independent  field  and 
we  thought  we  could  supply  that  product, 
much  cheaper,  I mean  consistent,  by  join- 
ing hands.” 

“When  you  say  Paramount,  you  mean 
the  distributing  organization  at  that 
time?” 

“Yes,  sir,”  replied  Zukor. 

Memory  Test 

“Well,  now  didn’t  you  feel  at  that  time, 
your  company  the  Famous  Players  Film 
Co.  was  in  competition  with  the  Lasky 
company?” 

“No,  because  we  made  a certain  num- 
ber and  they  made  a certain  number.  We 
weren’t  in  competition  at  all.” 

“Did  you  feel  that  you  were  in  competi- 
tion with  the  other  company  that  was  in 
the  combination,  the  Bosworth  or  Morosco 
company?” 

“Not  at  all,”  Zukor  said, 

“That  is,  you  feel  that  one  company  that 
is  making  feature  photoplays  is  not  neces- 
sarily in  competition  with  another  com- 
pany that  is  making  feature  photoplays?” 

“I  wouldn’t  say  that.  They  are  in  com- 
petition. But  in  that  instance  we  weren’t 

(Continued  on  page  65) 


Will  Start  Momand 
Depositions  Soon 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  anti-trust  at- 
torney, plans  to  begin  taking  depositions 
in  the  $5,000,000  monopoly  suit  of  A.  B. 
Momand,  Oklahoma  theatre  man,  as  soon 
as  obligations  will  permit.  Defendants’  an- 
swers in  the  long-pending  litigation  have 
been  filed  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Ryan,  who  is  bringing  a portion  of  the 
suit  in  Boston,  already  is  prosecuting  eight 
other  motion  picture  anti-trust  matters 
in  the  local  U.  S.  courts. 


Majors  Ask  Dismissal 
Of  Pollard  Suit 

Boston — Major  distributors  have  filed 
motions  in  the  Edmund  G.  Pollard  $100,000 
anti-trust  suit  for  dismissal,  for  the  strik- 
ing of  certain  items  in  the  bill  of  com- 
plaint on  the  grounds  that  they  are  re- 
dundant and  irrelevant,  for  the  filing  of 
a bill  of  particulars,  and  for  leave  to  ex- 
amine the  plaintiff. 

George  S.  Ryan  is  attorney  for  the  Rum- 
ford,  Me.,  theatre  owner.  Hearing  will  be 
before  U.  S.  district  court  in  Maine. 


George  Solomon  Suit 
Comes  Up  Again 

Boston — The  George  Solomon  equity 
suit,  involving  the  Charlestown  theatre  sit- 
uation, came  up  again  after  being  recessed. 
Pleadings  were  made  before  a master,  Ed- 
mund Burke,  in  Suffolk  Superior  Court. 


Depositions  Recessed 
In  Three  Trust  Suits 

Boston — Taking  of  depositions  for  the 
respective  $100,000  anti-trust  suits  of  C. 
F.  Millett,  Frank  LePage,  and  Kenneth 
Gorham  has  been  temporarily  recessed. 
George  S.  Ryan  has  covered  Harry  Rogovin 
of  Columbia,  John  Dervin  of  United  Art- 
ists, Tom  Bailey  of  20th-Fox,  and  William 
Erbb  of  Paramount. 

The  first  two  of  the  suits,  all  of  which 
name  the  Graphic  Theatre  circuit  in  ad- 
dition to  major  distributors,  are  being 
brought  in  the  U.  S.  court  in  Maine.  The 
Gorham  action  was  filed  in  U.  S.  court  in 
Vermont. 


Bangtails  and  Pooches 
Still  Getting  Big  Play 

Boston — Theatre  receipts  have  been  gen- 
erally down  this  summer,  but  Massachus- 
etts bettors  have  already  wagered  $3,500,- 
000  more  at  local  horse  and  dog  tracks 
than  in  1938.  This  amount  is  being  in- 
creased daily  by  continued  operation  of  dog 
racing  at  Wonderland  Park  in  Revere. 

The  state  racing  commission  reports 
that  up  to  last  week  Massachusetts  pari- 
mutuel fanciers  had  wagered  $37,181,192 
as  compared  to  $34,670,534  last  year.  Race 
track  attendance  at  the  same  time,  jumped 
more  than  100,000,  with  a 173,000  increase 
at  doggeries  taking  care  of  a 63,000  drop 
at  horse  circuits.  Horse  and  dog  pari- 
mutuels have  been  legal  in  Massachusetts 
for  the  past  three  years. 
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Settlemenl  Exlends 
AFA's  Jurisdiction 

Boston  — Settlement  of  the  national 
lATSE,  Screen  Guild.  AFA  controversy 
makes  the  two  weeks’  notices  given  stage- 
hands at  the  RKO  Boston  here  little  more 
than  scraps  of  paper,  the  local  RKO  office 
informed  Boxoffice  midweek. 

Acting  per  New  York  instructions,  the 
stagehands  at  the  RKO  Boston  declared 
that  they  would  not  work  if  all  acts  at 
the  Boston,  which  resumed  vaudeville  last 
weekend  after  being  on  straight  films  all 
summer,  were  not  AFA.  A further  threat 
of  withdrawing  the  projectionists  and  ush- 
ers was  made. 

One  act  on  the  initial  bill  was  already 
AFA;  three  of  the  four  remaining  acts 
signed  with  the  AFA  after  the  ultimatum. 
Slate  Brothers  alone,  refused  to  sign,  and 
after  playing  one  show,  were  replaced  with 
a local  AFA  act.  The  Slate  Brothers  bas- 
ed their  refusal  on  the  fact  that  they  be- 
long to  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  and  that 
extant  screen  contracts  would  be  imperiled 
if  they  joined  the  AFA. 

The  union  threat  puts  RKO  Boston 
vaudeville  personnel  out  of  lATSE  juris- 
diction. Union  contract  difficulties,  al- 
though in  no  way  premeditated  on  the  na- 
tional mixup,  had  kept  stage  show  resump- 
tion at  the  house  uncertain  until  a few 
days  before  actual  opening  late  last  week. 

New  Haven  Labor  Group 
Condemns  "Citizen" 

New  Haven  — Urging  the  Connecticut 
Federation  of  Labor  to  take  similar  steps, 
the  Central  Labor  Council  of  New  Haven, 
representing  40  AFL  unions,  passed  a reso- 
lution at  its  last  meeting  condemning  the 
picture  “Our  Leading  Citizen”  as  unfair 
to  labor,  and  warning  Paramount  that 
“unless  this  picture  is  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation, the  full  resources  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  unions  in  this  city 
will  be  utilized  in  informing  the  public  as 
to  the  true  nature  of  the  film.”  Copies  of 
the  resolution  have  been  sent  to  theatre 
managers  in  New  Haven  and  vicinity  and 
to  Paramount. 

The  resolution  calls  the  picture  a “direct 
attack  on  labor  and  the  trade  union  move- 
ment.” stating  that  it  “deliberately  and 
grossly  misrepresented  labor  in  its  at- 
tempt to  obtain  decent  wages  and  working 
conditions,  and  tries  to  poison  the  mind  of 
the  public  against  labor.”  It  further  states 
that  “the  trade  union  movement  is  a fund- 
amental part  of  our  American  democracy” 
and  asserts  that  “attempts,  such  as  this 
one,  to  influence  the  mind  of  the  public 
must  be  recognized  and  defeated.” 

Harold  V.  Feinmark,  president  of  the 
council,  states  he  will  interview  Para- 
mount officials,  together  with  others  prom- 
inent in  Connecticut  labor  circles.  The 
picture  played  first  run  at  the  Paramount 
several  weeks  ago,  and  according  to  Man- 
ager Lou  Schaefer,  no  protests  were  re- 
ceived at  that  time. 


Headline  "Hit  Parade" 

Hollywood — The  Ritz  Bros,  will  head- 
line Republic’s  “Hit  Parade  of  1940.” 


Keeping  Busy 


Boston — Martin  Sheridan,  Monogram 
publicity  director  in  New  England,  hit 
the  celluloid  exploitation  road  in  a direct 
hop  from  the  news- 
paper game.  Sheri- 
dan, who  is  a feature 
writer  for  the  Boston 
Sunday  Herald  and 
other  papers,  attract- 
ed RKO  Publicist  Irv- 
ing Shiffren  by  his 
writups  of  film  nota- 
bles. Shiffren  told 
another  film  adver- 
tising executive  and 
the  word  grapevined 
until  Steve  Broidy 
eventually  nabbed  the  newspaper  man. 

Sheridan  continues  to  do  newspaper 
feature  work,  making  a pretty  proposition 
of  it  by  syndicating  his  wares  among 
such  sheets  as  the  Philadelphia  Enquirer, 
the  Worcester  Sunday  Telegram,  the 
Springfield  Sunday  Republican,  the  Port- 
land Telegram,  and  the  Providence  Sun- 
day Journal. 

He  handles  eastern  stories  for  NBC’s 
“Inside  Story”  and  “We.  the  People.”  He 
is  New  England  publicity  director  for  the 
former  program.  Also  in  a radio  way, 
Sheridan  often  hits  the  local  airlines  in 
person,  occasionally  of  a Saturday,  with 
newspaper  and  theatre-artist  Art  Moger. 

The  local  program,  which  comes  over 
WCOP  is  “Artists  and  Models.”  Sheridan 
knows  something  of  both.  He  formerly  did 
the  continuity  for  the  comic  strip  “Winnie 
Winkle.”  He  has  written  a book,  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  publishers,  which  declares 
its  subject  matter  by  the  title,  “Comic 
Strips  Are  Serious  Business.” 

Sheridan,  who  is  the  president  and 
personnel  of  the  Feature  Foto  Service,  oc- 
cupies an  off  evening  by  doing  a book 
review  or  two  for  the  Boston  Herald.  He 
occasionally  even  finds  time  to  read  the 
book. 


Mark  Jeiirey  Is  Brent 
Roadshow  Salesman 

Boston — Mark  Jeffrey,  formerly  owner 
of  the  New  England  Film  Exchange,  is 
northern  New  England  salesman  for 
Charles  Brent  roadshow  productions. 

Jeffrey,  for  years  an  independent  ex- 
change operator,  has  sold  for  a number  of 
local  distributors.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Theatrical  Post  of  American  Legion  and 
the  only  film  man  in  this  territory  to  hold 
the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor.  Jeffrey 
set  off  for  Maine  Tuesday. 


Dunn  and  Heliner  Meld 
Their  Lowell  Interests 

Boston — Irving  Dunn,  Lowell  exhibitor, 
and  Roy  E.  Heffner  have  amalgamated 
their  Lowell  theatre  interests,  according 
to  an  announcement  from  the  offices  of 
Specialty  Pictures,  Inc.  Dunn  is  to  operate 
both  houses.  Heffner  plans  to  reopen  the 
Tower,  which  he  took  over  last  year,  on 
September  10. 


Drive-In  "Nuisance" 
Decision  Waits 

Milford — Judge  P.  B.  O’Sullivan  re- 
served decision  in  the  public  nuisance  suit 
brought  by  12  Milford  residents  against 
the  Milford  Drive-In  Theatre,  seeking  a 
permanent  injunction.  After  a two-day 
hearing  in  which  a large  group  of  residents, 
physicians,  sound  experts  and  others  tes- 
tified, the  judge  took  the  unusual  stand 
that  he  would  like  to  visit  Connecticut’s 
first  Drive-In  theatre  himself  before  hand- 
ing down  a decision. 

The  property  owners  contend  that  the 
talking  and  music  of  the  moving  pictures 
is  “so  loud,  annoying  and  shrill”  that  their 
families  and  children  are  unable  to  obtain 
any  rest.  Tire  physician  of  one  of  the 
plaintiffs  took  the  stand  to  say  that  her 
nerves  had  been  seriously  affected,  while 
a pediatrician  was  produced  to  testify  that 
noise  of  this  sort  was  injurious  to  chil- 
dren’s health.  The  theatre  corporation 
claimed  that  it  had  made  changes  in  the 
equipment  which  eliminated  the  cause  of 
property  owners’  complaint,  but  witnesses 
testified  there  was  no  difference.  The  de- 
fense sought  to  bring  out  that  the  neigh- 
borhood, on  and  near  the  Milford  Turn- 
pike, is  constantly  annoyed  by  sounds  of 
trucks,  trains  and  automobiles. 


New  Monogram  Director 
Is  N.  E,  Sales  Chief 

Boston  — Steve  Broidy,  New  England 
general  sales  manager,  has  been  elected 
to  the  board  of  directors  of  Monogram. 
Broidy’s  district  won  first  prize  in  the 
recent  national  sales  drive.  He  is  an 
officer  in  the  Boston  Friars  Club  and,  pre- 
vious to  joining  Monogram,  sold  for  Uni- 
versal and  for  Republic. 

Broidy,  with  figures  before  him  to  prove 
his  statement,  recently  informed  Boxoffice 
that  present  Monogram  sales  in  the  New 
England  territory  already  are  80  per  cent 
of  those  last  year,  that  year’s  business 
in  turn,  was  appreciably  ahead  of  the  in- 
take of  the  year  before. 


Twice-Weekly  Changes 
At  Nashua  Drive-In 

Nasfitja,  N.  H.— The  new  Daniel  Webster 
Highway  Auto  Theatre,  located  on  Route  3, 
four  miles  north  of  this  city,  held  a grand 
opening  recently. 

The  drive-in  has  a 25 -cent  admission  for 
adults,  and  children  under  ten  are  ad- 
mitted free.  The  theatre  is  offering  two 
shows  nightly,  at  8 and  10  o’clock,  with 
Wednesday  and  Sunday  program  changes. 


Building  Code  Tightened 
In  Wetherslield,  Conn. 

Wethersfield,  Conn. — Fireproofing  pro- 
visions of  the  local  building  code  have  been 
amended,  making  it  necessary  for  many 
buildings,  including  motion  picture  thea- 
tres, to  be  built  along  fire-proof  lines. 
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pRANK  LYDON,  Arthur  K.  Howard,  Mor- 
ris Perlstein,  Frank  Perry,  M.  L.  Leven- 
son,  and  Wilbur  Peterson  were  scheduled 
to  represent  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  at  the  Eastern  Regional  Conference 
and  20th  annual  convention  of  the  Allied 
Theatre  Owners  of  New  Jersey  this  week  in 
Atlantic  City.  All  but  Levenson  planned  to 
take  their  wives. 

Sam  Rosen,  associated  in  Connecticut 
with  Circuit  Owners  Arthur  Lockwood  and 
Louis  Gordon,  was  m town  last  week  . . . 
Al  Herman  and  Frank  McCarthy,  Uni- 
versal executives,  were  conferring  with 
Local  Exchange  Manager  Bill  Kelly  this 
week  . . . Also  in  the  district  was  Arthur 
Sharhy  who  operates  houses  in  Groveton, 
N.  H.,  and  in  Island  Pond  and  Richford,  Vt. 

Talk  is  again  prevalent  that  a drive-in 
theatre  may  be  readied  for  opening  next 
spring  near  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Sam  Strong,  Universal  shipper,  has  been 
seriously  ill.  He  has  been  undergoing  treat- 
ments for  a throat  condition. 

Roy  E.  Heffner,  Affiliated  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  assignee  in  New  England,  plans  to 
press  a number  of  Bank  Night  collection 
suits  when  the  courts  open  in  the  fall. 

The  mother  of  Steve  Broidy,  Monogram 
director,  is  convalescing  from  a recent  ill- 
ness. 

William  Agnew  and  Joe  Unger,  Para- 
mount executives,  were  recent  guests  of 
Sam  Pinanski  at  the  M&P  partner’s  home 
at  Beverly  Farms. 

Burt  Jacoeks,  Warner  official,  was  in 
New  York  last  week  . . . Martin  J.  Mullin 
and  Sam  Seletsky  of  M&P  were  in  New 
York  last  week  on  business  . . . Thad  C. 
Barrows,  president  of  the  Moving  Picture 
Operators’  Union,  Local  182,  was  in  New 
York  this  week  for  Projectionists’  Day  at 
the  World’s  Fair. 

Edward  Anderson,  former  major  film 
salesman  who  has  been  ill  for  the  past  few 
months,  has  been  receiving  a number  of 
visitors  at  his  Roxbury  home  on  Walnut 
Ave. 

H.  J.  McKinney  of  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  has  placed  three  new  Simplex 
heads  at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre. 


Guards  His  Language 


Boston — A local  theatre  circuit  execu- 
tive recently  received  a complaint  from  a 
suburban  Boston  woman  who  stated  that 
two  employes  at  one  of  the  chain’s  houses 
had  been  using  too,  too  profane  language. 
The  executive  requested  a report  on  the 
incident  from  the  resident  manager  of  the 
theatre.  So  the  story  goes,  he  received 
the  following: 

“Two  of  our  employes  volunteered  to  re- 
pair the  upright  which  was  weakened  by 
the  hurricane.  One  of  them  dropped  a 
little  hot  solder.  It  struck  the  man  below 
and  ran  down  his  neck.  The  latter  looked 
up  and  said,  ‘Joseph,  you  really  should  be 
more  careful.’  ” 


Paul  Cuddy,  son  of  the  RKO  Booker,  has 
lost  36  pounds  as  an  aftermath  of  a recent 
appendix  removal  and  complications.  He 
is  convalescing  . . . Solly  Levin  of  M-G-M 
has  been  ill  with  sinus  trouble. 

Frank  Petrone  of  Columbia  left  this  week 
011  vacation  . . . Ditto  for  Margaret  Ted- 
der . . . Mabel  Dow  of  Cameo  Screen  re- 
turned Monday  from  vacation  . . . Henry 
Greenberg,  Columbia  booker,  spent  last 
weekend  in  New  Hampshire. 

Charles  Brent  doesn’t  plan  to  close  the 
Nipmuc  Park  Theatre  in  Mendon  until  Oc- 
tober. 

David  Rosenbloom  of  Republic  and  Mrs. 
Rosenbloom  recently  celebrated  their  third 
wedding  anniversary . 

Nathan  Yamins  and  E.  Harold  Stone- 
man  were  at  Lake  Tarleton,  N.  H.,  part  of 
this  week  and  last  . . . David  Whalen,  Re- 
public exploitation  manager,  was  in  from 
New  York  for  the  holiday  . . . Ruth  Cum- 
mings of  M-G-M  may  go  to  Bermuda  the 
latter  part  of  September. 

Gene  Keenan,  local  Republic  publicity 
man,  has  been  playing  up  the  local  ap- 
pearance of  Louisiana  Lou,  player  in  the 
Roy  Rogers  series.  She  was  on  for  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  encampment. 

Walter  Gillis  jr.,  son  of  the  Cameo  book- 
er, is  convalescing.  He  suffered  a concus- 
sion when  struck  by  an  automobile  . . . 
Thelma  Henniger  of  Columbia  is  back  after 
being  on  the  sick  list. 

Fred  Morley,  R.  E.  Griffith’s  circuit  ex- 
ecutive, left  Boston  this  week  on  the  first 
lap  of  a return  journey  to  Texas.  He  and 
Mrs.  Morley  were  accompanied  on  the  New 
York  boat  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  E.  Heffner 
and  Martha  Heffner.  The  party,  with  the 
exception  of  Heffner’s  daughter  who  has 
been  away  to  camp,  recently  completed 
a fishing  trip  throughout  northern  New 
England  and  Canada. 

Elizabeth  Dervin  of  M-G-M  returned  to 
work  this  week  from  a west  coast  sojourn 
. . . Florence  Scully  Slater  of  Universal  has 
been  resting  at  Old  Orchard  . . . Harry 
Krivitz,  Washington  stage  producer,  was 
in  town  last  week,  leaving  later  for  New 
York. 

Mary  Hildegarde  Healey,  formerly  pub- 
licity manager  for  Keith’s  Memorial  and 
later  with  the  Hearst  papers  locally,  has 
been  acting  secretary  to  M-G-M  office 
manager.  Jack  Byrne. 

William  Cuddy,  president  of  the  Boston 
Cinema  Club,  plans  the  first  fall  meeting 
of  the  organization  of  bookers  and  office 
managers  on  October  2. 

Thomas  DiMaura.  president  of  Drive-In 
Theatres  Corp.,  has  been  having  trouble 
with  an  infeeted  ear  . . . Ben  Wilansky, 
operator  of  the  Globe  and  other  local  thea- 
tres, has  had  a heavy  cold. 

P.  F.  Morrisey,  formerly  Brockton  ex- 
hibitor, was  in  Boston  last  week  attending 
the  VFW  encampment  . . . Helen  Chaun- 
cey,  secretary  to  Charles  Wilson  of  Re- 
public, was  in  New  York  this  week. 


Bids  are  being  made  for  the  proposed 
Frederic  E.  Lieberman  theatre  near  Milk 
Street  on  Washington. 

James  Guarino  has  set  no  definite  clos- 
ing date  for  the  drive-in  theatres  at  Wey- 
mouth, Shrewsbury  and  Saugus. 

Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  manager  of  the  Key 
Theatre  in  Middleboro,  has  been  drum- 
ming up  trade  with  a cooperative  news- 
paper handout  whose  circulation,  he  says, 
is  higher  than  that  of  the  local  publica- 
tion. Merchants  have  been  paying  the 
tariff. 


SO  WILL  YOU  IF  YOU  PICK 


IDEAL  CHAIRS 
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J^AURICE  SHULMAN,  president  of  Al- 
lied Theatres  of  Connecticut,  attend- 
ed the  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  New  Jer- 
sey’s 20th  annual  convention  at  Atlantic 
City  last  week,  and  will  report  to  Con- 
necticut independents  at  the  next  meeting 
here  soon.  At  its  last  meeting,  the  organi- 
zation expressed  agreement  with  action 
taken  by  the  national  Allied  at  Minne- 
apolis rejecting  the  proposed  code. 

Openings  in  the  territory  include  the 
newly-built  100-seat  Quittner-Perakos 
State  Theatre,  Jewett  City,  and  the  reno- 
vated 496-seaf  Annex,  New  Haven,  renamed 
Fairmount  by  Al  Pickus.  The  new  Forest, 
Allingtoii,  and  Park,  Thomaston,  are 
promised  for  later  in  September.  The 
Deep  River,  now  being  renovated,  is 
scheduled  for  October  1,  and  the  Wind- 
sor-Plaza,  under  construction,  for  the 
end  of  October.  The  Windsor  Theatre 
is  proceeding  with  renovation  for  early 
opening.  The  new  Groton  Theatre  is  also 
expected  to  be  completed  in  October,  with 
steel  work  in  progress. 

Warner  Theatre  offices  being  remodeled 
to  occupy  the  whole  second  floor  of  70 
College  with  de  luxe  offices,  will  be  ready 
in  three  weeks  . . . National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply is  remodeling  its  Meadow  Street  offices 
. . . Connecticut  Films  Distributing  will 
move  to  the  second  floor  of  the  film  build- 
ing. No  mention  of  cocktail  parties. 

Michael  Daly  has  purchased  the  450-seat 
Lily,  Plainfield  building,  formerly  operated 
part  time  by  Henry  Fontaine.  Daly  oper- 
ates in  Hartford  and  Lowell. 

“Unashamed”  had  a three-day  success- 
ful run  in  East  Hampton  . . . “Wizard  of 
Oz”  daytime  business  was  reported  three 
times  the  evening  ...  11  a.  m.  openings 
helped  sw'ell  the  grosses  in  Loew-Poli 
houses  . . . Hartford  array  for  last  week 
in  downtown:  Return  of  vaude  to  the  State 
with  Rochester  and  Grable,  all  week;  “The 
Women,”  “Wizard  of  Oz,”  “Angels  Wash 
Their  Faces,”  and  “Golden  Boy”  . . . 
“When  Tomorrow  Comes”  also  was  spend- 
ing a third  week  at  the  Regal  . . . “Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips”  was  held  a second  week  at 
the  Stamford. 

Fishman  Theatres  reports  the  Apollo 
will  go  back  to  full  time  operation  Septem- 
ber 10,  but  no  change  in  summer  dark 
policy  of  the  Winchester. 

Honey  in  full  swing  at  the  New  Broad- 
brook  and  Capitol,  East  Haven,  under 
organization  sponsorship.  Bingo  is  a big 
advertiser  on  amusement  pages  of  the  state 
these  days.  In  New  Haven,  ruling  is  sought 
from  state’s  attorney  on  whether  political 
groups  can  play  Bingo  too,  after  attorney 
general  referred  the  matter  back  to  local 
authorities.  It  is  suggested  state  attorneys 
of  various  counties  cooperate  and  furnish 
common  interpretation  for  use  in  the  state 
. . . Empire  Theatre,  New  London,  has  in- 
augurated a new  game  “Peek-a-Boo,” 
which  uses  stamps  and  cards  for  gifts. 

Warner  will  reopen  the  Tremont,  An- 
sonia,  o?ily  house  the  chain  darkened  for 
the  summer,  on  September  15.  Schedule 
will  be  three-a-week,  similar  to  last  year’s, 
with  independent  product. 


B-41  unit  of  exchange  employes  here 
will  meet  September  11  at  the  Hotel  Garde. 
Special  meeting  is  thought  likely  this 
month  to  discuss  contracts  expiring  in 
November. 

National  Theatre  Supply  has  the  com- 
plete contract  for  renovation  of  Essex 
Theatre  Corp.  latest  acquisition,  the  475- 
seat  Pratt’s,  to  be  renamed  Deep  River 
Theatre.  Under  the  personal  supervision 
of  William  Hutchins,  seats  will  be  in- 
stalled, new  booth  equipment,  sound,  car- 
pet, decoration,  screen,  etc.  Lee  Malcarni 
expects  to  reopen  October  1 with  all  im- 
provements. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Shulman  has  designed  the 
theatre  interior  for  the  new  600-seat  Plaza 
Theatre,  in  Windsor.  American  Seating 
has  the  chair  contract  . . . Modern  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.,  will  install  new  projectors 
in  the  400-seat  Alcazar,  Naugatuck,  oper- 
ated ’oy  Lou  Anger  . . . Modern  also  will  do 
the  job  wdren  Harold  Tabackman’s  Bost- 
wick,  Bridgeport  installs  new  projectors, 
screen  and  lenses  . . . Sam  Weiss’s  Stam- 
ford Theatre  will  have  complete  new  lob- 
by and  front  display. 

Lou  Moscow  of  Progressive  Premium 
took  a tujia-fishing  holiday  off  Block 
Island.  . . . Earl  Wright  of  20th-Fox  made 
it  a party  with  some  Boston  friends  for 
bass-fishing  up  the  Connecticut  River  . . . 
Lucy  Flack  of  the  Capitol,  Milford  was 
called  suddenly  to  Lakewood  by  news  of  a 
death  in  her  family  . . . Bon  Rogers  of 
Popular  Pictures  and  Sam  Davidson  of 
Cameo  Screen  Attractions  both  down 
from  Boston  to  visit  the  film  district. 

Jay  Dowden,  RKO’s  advance  man  on  “In 
Name  Only,”  was  a busy  visitor.  Dowden 
handles  publicity  on  the  Steeplechase  Pier 
in  Coney  Island  during  the  summer  . . . 
Howard  Burkhardt,  once  at  the  Loew-Poli 
here,  now  at  Loew’s  Orpheum,  Boston; 
Fred  Green  way  of  the  State,  Boston;  Joe 
DiPesa,  Loew  publicity  man  in  Boston  and 
his  assistant,  Al  Longo,  and  Eddie  McBride 
of  the  State,  Providence,  were  all  in  for 
the  final  manager’s  meeting  at  Harry 
Shaw’s  office  to  complete  New  Movie  Sea- 
son details. 

Charles  Tomasino,  son  of  Michael 
Tojiiasino  of  the  Victory  and  White  Way, 
assistmg  at  the  theatres  during  his  vaca- 
tion from  law  school,  was  suddenly 


His  Own  Doctor 


Boston — Someone  asked  Dick  Rubin, 
Saugus  exhibitor  and  local  Allied  direc- 
tor, if  he  could  cook. 

“No,”  countered  Rubin,  “but  I can  sew.” 

He  lifted  a trouser’s  leg  and  proved  it. 

It  seems  that  about  ten  weeks  ago  Rubin 
was  sheathing  the  space  beneath  his  stage 
to  provide  an  air  chamber  for  a new  air- 
conditioning  system.  He  gashed  his  knee 
severely  on  a strip  of  iron. 

It  happened  early  in  the  morning.  Rubin 
couldn’t  contact  his  doctor,  and  he  had  to 
get  back  to  work  to  meet  time  obligations. 
So  he  purchased  a needle  and  some  catgut 
at  a nearby  drug  store  and  personally  took 
three  stitches  in  the  wound. 


stricken  with  appendicitis  last  week  and 
rushed  to  the  hospital  for  an  operation  . . . 
Lou  Schaefer,  Paramount  Theatre  man- 
ager, complicated  his  vacation  with  an  at- 
tack of  the  grippe. 

The  Lincoln  Theatre,  “art”  and  foreign 
films  house  in  New  Haven,  is  set  for  Sep- 
tember 15  opening  after  a dark  summer 
. . . Mrs.  Jack  Crawford  will  manage  for 
Gilbert  Josephson  . . . Harry  Blume  will 
try  foreign  films  at  the  Plaza,  New  Haven. 
Thursdays  and  Fridays  . . . Milton  Stiefel 
defies  straw  hat  tradition  by  installing  a 
furnace  and  new  seats  in  Ivoryton  and 
announcing  no  closing  date. 

Bill  Pine  of  the  Darien  Theatre  is  in- 
fanticipating  for  the  second  time  . . . 
Sports7na7i  Sam  Weiss  of  the  Stamford 
a7id  Avon  is  takmg  adva7itage  of  the  last 
rides  of  su77imer  07i  his  own  horse  . . . Lou 
Phillips  of  Moder7i  Theatre  Equipment 
spe7it  the  holiday  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.  . . . 
Jea7i  Warshow,  secretary  to  Sa7n  Weiss,  is 
vacationing  in  New  Jersey  . . . Lenore  La- 
Vine  Olderman  of  Warner  writes  “havmg 
a gra7id  tune.  Wish  you  could  be  with  me,” 
a7id  datelmes  it  A7iso7iia. 

Lou  Brown,  Loew-Poli  publicity  man- 
ager, is  in  line  for  congratulations  on  his 
sixth  wedding  anniversary  . . . Nick  Mas- 
coli,  Milton  Hyams,  and  Morton  Katz  get 
return  engagements  of  cramps  when  they 
talk  about  the  creamed  octopus  on  toast 
served  by  Mascoli  . . . Nathan  Lampert  of 
the  “borscht”  circuit  will  go  to  Florida 
soon  and  leave  son-in-law  Joe  Markov  in 
charge. 

WELI,  New  Have7i  indepe7ide7it  statio7i, 
we7it  full  time  07i  Labor  Day,  with  a spe- 
cial program  includmg  a Horace  Heidt  re- 
mote from  the  Hotel  Biltmore  in  New  York. 
The  statio7i  is  used  by  several  local  thea- 
tres regularly 

Theatre  Row:  New  Haven  Warner  thea- 
tre department  is  waiting  for  word  as  to 
whether  it  won  first  or  second  place  in  the 
annual  drive.  Congratulations,  either  way 
. . . Florence  Bauer  is  the  new  Poli  Thea- 
tre secretary  . . . Salutes  to  Bob  Russell 
and  Nat  Rubin  of  the  Poli,  New  Haven,  for 
putting  over  the  six-page  co-op  supple- 
ment on  “The  Women”  in  the  Journal- 
Courier,  day  before  opening.  New  Haven 
papers  are  notoriously  hard  to  crack,  and 
the  special  section  contained  reams  of 
readers  on  the  stars  and  production,  as 
well  as  art.  Full  back  page  was  taken  by 
the  theatre  with  a knockout  ad  . . . Bijou 
Theatre  inaugurated  a five-weeks  Jitter- 
bug contest  September  5,  wit’n  watches  by 
a local  jeweler  as  prizes  . . . Agency  mak- 
ing arrangements  at  the  World’s  Fair  for 
the  windup  of  the  Loew  New  England 
new  movie  season  cavalcade  windup  is 
Steve  Hannagan,  which  handles  the  Cros- 
ley  account. 

Says  the  Herald:  “More  tha7i  a7iy  time 
in  the  history  of  movies  . . . The  story  be- 
C07nes  Hollywood’s  most  vital  interest  as 
the  7iew  1939-40  season  starts  on  its  screen 
rou7ids  . . . Hollywood’s  chance  is  in  buy- 
ing the  product  of  minds  that  think  out 
of  the  ordmary.”  The  three-column  article 
makes  a survey  of  the  coming  product  of 
all  compa7iies. 
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Zukor  Outlines  His 
Selling  Attitude 

(Continued  from  page  61) 
because  we  were  releasing  through  one 
organization.” 

“You  were  releasing  under  separate  con- 
tracts?” 

“Yes,  under  separate  contracts,  but  all 
the  same.” 

“Well,  at  that  time,  the  exhibitor  wasn’t 
required  to  buy  all  the  product  of  both 
companies,  was  he?” 

“No,  he  never  had  to  buy  all  the 
product.” 

“That  is,  if  the  Paramount  company  of 
that  time  which  was  the  distributing 
organization  sold  to  an  exhibitor,  he  might 
sell  to  the  exhibitor,  either  the  product  of 
the  Lasky  or  the  product  of  Famous  Play- 
ers company,  whichever  the  exhibitor 
wanted?” 

“I  don’t  know  the  method  they  used.  I 
don’t  remember  how  they  sold  the  product.” 

“Well  you  don’t  think — ” 

“I  think  they  sold  just  two  releases  a 
week.  I don’t  think  they  referred  to  trade- 
marks, whether  it  was  Paramount  or 
Lasky  or  somebody  else.  That’s  as  near 
as  I recollect  it.” 

“That  is,  they  sold  whatever  two  re- 
leases happened  to  be  available  for  that 
week?” 

“They  had  two  releases  a week.  They 
sold  two  releases  a week.  Whether  they 
sold  it  by  the  trademark  or  v/hether  they 
sold  it  in  bulk  or  individually,  I don’t 
know,  I don’t  remember,  because  I had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  distribution  end.  I 
had  no  interest  in  it.” 

“Now  I think  it  appears  in  the  other 
deposition  that  you,  or  your  company 
rather,  sometime  after  that  acquired  the 
Paramount  Distributing  Organization?” 
Ryan  said. 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“That  is,  you  acquired  all  of  the  capital 
stock  of  that  company  by  purchase  from 
the  various  stockholders?” 

“Yes,  sir,”  said  Zukor. 

“What  was  the  purpose  of  that  acquisi- 
tion?” 

“Well,  the  purpose  of  consolidating  the 
distribution  with  the  production  was  be- 
cause it  seemed  to  be  one  and  the  same 
operation.” 

“Did  you  intend  by  that  acquisition,  to 
make  your  company  greater  if  you  could?” 

“To  solidify  the  company.” 

“Did  you  want  to  make  it  greater?” 

“Not  particularly.” 

“Were  you  anxious  to  increase  the 
profits  of  the  company  at  that  time?” 

“Yes,  sir.  At  all  times.” 

“You  have  been  anxious,  as  you  say,  in 
practically  everything  that  has  been  done 
by  Paramount  Publix  Corp.  since  that  time 
to  increase  the  profits  of  the  company?” 

“Yes,  trying  to  find  ways  and  means  to 
do  it.” 

“Was  it  sometime  around  ’17  or  ’18  that 
you  got  the  stock  of  the  Paramount  Dis- 
tributing Organization  ? ” 

“I  am  not  accurate  on  the  date,  but  1 
think  I would  rather  not  mention.  We 
could  look  it  up  in  the  records.  I don’t  re- 
member exactly  the  year.” 

“Well,  do  you  remember  at  that  time 


whether  or  not  you,  as  president  of  the 
Famous  Players  Lasky  company,  had  an 
intention  to  dominate  the  motion  picture 
industry  field?”  pressed  George  S.  Ryan. 

“At  no  time,  not  then  and  not  now,” 
replied  Zukor. 

“Did  you  at  any  time  tell  anyone  that 
you  had  such  an  intention?” 

“No,  sir — ” 

“Do  you  remember  a man  named  Wil- 
liams at  one  time  connected  with  First 
National?” 

“Very  well,  J.  D.  Williams.” 

“Of  course  you  remember  when  First  Na- 
tional came  into  the  field?” 

“Yes.” 

“At  the  time  when  First  National  came 
into  the  field,  it  was  an  exhibitors  organi- 
zation, was  it  not?” 

“Yes.” 

“And  originally  it  was  begun  in  order  to 
arrange  for  distribution  of  photoplays  to 
all  of  its  members?” 

“Right.” 

“Subsequently  it  began  to  produce?” 

“Correct.” 

“Now  at  that  time,  or  shortly  after  the 
time  that  First  National  came  into  the 
field,  did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Williams  about 
First  National?” 

“No,  sir.  Mr.  Williams  and  I were  not 
on  friendly  terms.” 

“Do  you  remember  at  any  time  saying 
to  Mr.  Williams  that  it  would  be  better 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


^LARENCE  MIXER,  manager  of  the 
Bayview  Pavilion,  Alton  Bay,  has  been 
named  to  the  finance  committee  of  the 
state  department  of  the  American  Legion. 

During  a severe  electrical  storm  that 
temporarily  crippled  power  lines  in  various 
parts  of  New  Hampshire,  the  Colonial  and 
Arcadia  theatres  in  Portsmouth  were  with- 
out lights  for  some  time. 

During  the  recent  18-day  meet  of  pari- 
mutuel horse  racing  at  Rockingham  Park 
in  Salem,  a total  of  $5,013,762  was  wagered 
on  the  bangtails.  This  was  an  increase  of 
$331,237  over  the  handle  during  the  1938 
summer  racing  there.  The  leading  jockey 
at  the  track  was  “Chuck”  Charlton,  rider 
for  Louis  B.  Mayer,  M-G-M  chief,  whose 
stable  made  its  eastern  debut  at  Rocking- 
ham. Charlton  booted  home  19  winners  in 
18  days. 

A radio  quiz  program,  with  cash  prizes 
for  the  winners,  has  been  a Thursday  night 
attraction  at  the  Colonial  in  Lacoyiia. 

Billy  B.  Van  of  Newport,  once  famous 
comedian,  had  charge  of  a circus  program 
at  a six-day  exposition  staged  by  the  Dart- 
mouth-Lake  Sunapee  Region  Ass’n  in 
Canaan,  August  30  to  September  4. 

Harold  A.  Tantaquilgeon  of  Norwich, 
Conn.,  better  known  as  Tom  Hat,  who 
acted  as  an  adviser  m production  of  the 
Universal  film,  ‘‘The  Last  of  the  Mohi- 
cans,” stopped  in  Rochester  recently,  en 
route  to  Old  Town.  He  is  one  of  147  sur- 
vivors of  the  Mohican  Indians. 

The  Scenic  Theatre  in  Rochester  shared 
in  increased  patronage  when  business 
firms  of  that  city  sponsored  Dollar  Days. 


New  England  Allied 
Product  Queries  In 

Boston — “Yes,  we  have  no  the-ay-ters,” 
one  unidentified  individual  wrote  on  the 
back  of  the  1939-40  product  survey  card 
being  distributed  throughout  New  England 
by  the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc. 

Comprehensive  returns  on  the  survey 
are  being  received  daily,  however,  accord- 
ing to  Arthur  K.  Howard.  The  business 
manager  had  no  statement  to  make  on 
results,  saying  that  they  would  be  brought 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  organiza- 
tion which  is  scheduled  for  September  12, 
together  with  a cross  discussion  of  buying 
under  present  conditions. 

The  1939-40  product  survey  pivots  around 
the  number  of  features  bought,  whether 
rentals  are  more  or  less  than  those  of  the 
past  season,  how  many  of  the  films  are 
on  percentage,  how  many  issues  of  news  are 
taken,  how  many  shorts  are  bought  and 
how  many  shorts  are  needed. 

Individual  reports,  Howard  said,  will  be 
held  in  absolute  confidence.  Names  of  the- 
atres and  exhibitors  do  not  figure  in  the 
compilation,  report  cards  coming  in  anony- 
mously. 


The  theatre  was  one  of  the  sponsors  of  the 
event. 

When  Lawrence  Tibbett,  screen  and 
opera  baritone,  learned  that  his  son,  Wil- 
liam, was  making  his  stage  debut  with  the 
Peterborough  Players  in  Peterborough,  he 
dashed  across  the  continent  from  Califor- 
nia by  plane,  train  and  auto,  and  arrived 
in  the  New  Hampshire  town  in  time  to  see 
two  acts  of  ‘‘Little  Women,”  in  which  his 
son  appeared.  The  summer  theatre  cast 
gave  the  distinguished  visitor  an  informal 
party  following  the  performance. 

The  Emerson  Mountaineers  of  radio 
fame  were  a recent  stage  attraction  at  the 
Scenic  in  Rochester. 


Davidson  Is  Distributing 
13  20th-Fox  Reissues 

Boston — Sam  Davidson  has  taken  over 
the  New  England  distribution  of  13  20th- 
Fox  reissues.  The  output  includes  eight 
George  O’Brien’s  and  five  Harold  Bell 
Wright’s.  Star  players  in  the  new  setup 
include  Richard  Arlen,  Ralph  Bellamy, 
Ricardo  Cortez,  Paul  Kelly,  Mae  Clarke, 
and  Heather  Angel.  Davidson  is  distribut- 
ing the  features  as  a part  of  the  lineup 
of  Cameo  Screen  Attractions,  Inc. 

The  five  Harold  Bell  Wright  pictures  in- 
clude: “The  Californian,”  “Wild  Brian 
Kent,”  “Secret  Valley,”  “It  Happened  Out 
West,”  and  “Western  Gold.” 

The  eight  O’Brien  vehicles  are  com- 
prised of:  “Whispering  Smith,”  “O’Mal- 
ley of  the  Moimted,”  “Thunder  Mountain,” 
“Border  Patrolman,”  “Hard  Rock  Harri- 
gan,”  “When  a Man’s  a Man,”  “Cowboy 
Millionaire,”  and  “Dude  Ranger.” 
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Children  His 'Hobby'; 
Is  Making  II  Pay 

Boston — “Children  are  our  best  sales- 
men, as  well  as  potential  future  patrons,” 
asserts  Joe  Lourie,  manager  of  the  M&P 
Strand  in  Dorchester.  “I  sincerely  believe 
that  if  you  get  them,  you  will  get  the 
adults  as  well.” 

The  stress  that  Lourie  puts  on  what  he 
says  is  a “hobby”  is  shown  by  his  state- 
ment that:  “Through  careful  handling, 
early  shows,  after-school  shows,  and  mak- 
ing friends  with  children,  we  have  so  far 
this  year  taken  care  of  51,503  of  them 
as  against  43,250  for  the  same  period  last 
year.” 

“At  every  break,  we  have  police  in  front 
of  the  theatre.  On  rainy  days,  on  days 
where  we  have  full  houses  of  children,  I 
go  on  the  stage  myself  and  caution  them 
relative  to  exercising  care  on  leaving  the 
theatre,  not  crossing  until  signaled  by 
police,  etc. 

“I  also  call  time  out  during  a perform- 
ance until  children  take  off  or  unbutton 
coats  and  put  hats  in  their  pockets  so 
that  they  will  not  be  lost.  Adults  have 
frequently  commented  on  this.  We  also 
have  a checking  service  for  roller  skates 
to  take  care  of  those  children  who  skate 
to  the  theatre.  We  give  any  number  of 
similar  services  to  children,  and  I sin- 
cerely believe  that  that  is  why  our  chil- 
dren’s business  is  so  outstanding  and  is 
constantly  showing  an  increase.” 


1,700  Children  Attend 
Traffic  Safety  Show 

Boston — Harry  Goldstein,  manager  of 
the  Morton  in  Dorchester,  drew  approxi- 
mately 1,700  children  and  100  adults  at  a 
recent  Wednesday  morning  safety  show. 
Two  guest  speakers  from  the  Boston  police 
department  supplemented  the  film  program 
which  included  an  educational  reel  on 
safety  and  a “Hop-A-Long  Cassidy.” 

“We  received  many  favorable  comments 
from  the  parents  of  some  of  the  children 
who  were  here,”  Goldstein  said.  “I  feel 
that  this  theatre  has  established  itself 
more  deeply  in  the  good  graces  of  our  pa- 
trons and  has  proved  that  this  theatre 
really  is  interested  in  the  safety  of  the 
children  who  attend  our  house.” 


Harry  Asher  Gets  PDC 
New  England  Franchise 

Boston — Harry  Asher,  who  at  one  time 
held  the  New  England  franchise  for  what 
is  now  Paramount  Pictures,  has  signed  the 
franchise  in  this  territory  with  the  Pro- 
ducers Distributing  Corp.  of  Hollywood. 
Asher  has  formed  a new  corporation,  the 
Producers  Distributing  Corp.  of  New  Eng- 
land, to  handle  the  output. 

A New  Haven  branch  has  been  added. 
Harry  Gibbs  will  cover  the  Connecticut 
center.  In  Boston,  Asher  has  added  Sam 
Soroker  to  the  sales  force. 

Five  pictures  are  expected  to  be  ready 
for  release  in  October.  The  first  of  these, 
Jack  London’s  “Torture  Ship,”  will  be  in 
the  vaults  about  October  1. 


J^ABOR  DAY  theatre  business  way  off  in 
city  and  state  with  war  news  and  holi- 
day activity  occupying  public’s  time  and 
attention. 

RKO-Albee  was  informed  this  week  that 
Michael  J.  Kavenagh,  amiounced  as  sched- 
uled to  take  over  managemejit  of  theatre, 
would  not  get  the  position  after  all.  Mean- 
while William  J.  McCourt  continues  at 
manager’s  desk. 

Eddie  McBride,  Loew’s  State  manager, 
in  Boston  Tuesday  completing  arrange- 
ments for  the  Providence  visit  of  M-G-M- 
Crosley  “Golden  Jubilee”  caravan  sched- 
uled to  reach  this  city  Saturday.  Mc- 
Bride has  one  of  the  midget  cars  on  dis- 
play in  the  theatre  lobby  with  accompany- 
ing poster  material  telling  of  the  cara- 
van’s coming.  Plans  call  for  a parade 
through  downtown  business  streets  Sat- 
urday afternoon,  reception  and  welcome 
from  mayor  in  front  of  theatre  at  climax 
of  parade,  with  a radio  broadcast  of  the 
major’s  speech.  Saturday  night  the  cars 
and  accompanying  gals  wiU  go  to  the 
American  Legion  Circus  in  Cranston  Sta- 
dium, to  appear  there  before  an  expected 
crowd  of  10,000. 

Displaying  surprising  talent  at  interior 
decoration,  Manager  Ed  Reed  of  the  Strand 
personally  supervised  inside  lobby  trim 
with  artificial  leaves  Tuesday.  Autumn 
touch  is  an  "adieu”  to  summer,  designed 
to  get  patrons  in  the  mood  for  fall  hits 
coming  to  the  Strand  in  the  next  few 
weeks. 

Ed  Sharpe,  militaresque  new  doorman 
at  Loew’s  State  got  that  upright  carriage 
in  a long  enlistment  in  Uncle  Sam’s  Navy. 
Sharpe  succeeds  Harold  Mortin,  who  re- 
turns to  house’s  usher  staff  after  four 
months  on  the  ticket  taking  assignment. 

Fays  Theatre  reopened  to  capaeity  busi- 
ness last  Friday  with  public  giving  a warm 
reception  to  vaudeville  acts  on  program; 
first  "live”  talent  seen  in  Providence  thea- 
tres since  the  house  closed  last  May. 


Is  Liberman  Agent 

Boston — Meyer  Rosen  has  been  appoint- 
ed New  England  representative  of  the  Lib- 
erman Flag  and  Banner  Co.  of  New  York. 
Rosen  formerly  was  with  the  National 
Flag  and  Banner  Co.  Rosen  is  main- 
taining headquarters  in  the  film  district 
on  Winchester  St. 


Awaits  Millbury  Permit 

Boston — Dominic  Tuturro,  former  op- 
erator of  the  Majestic  in  Worcester,  is 
awaiting  a court  decision  before  taking 
action  on  opening  of  his  new  theatre  in 
Millbury.  He  has  been  having  permit 
trouble. 


Anshen-Hookailo  Merge 

Boston — Irving  Anshen  of  Master  Mo- 
tion Picture  Co.  and  Helen  Hookailo  of 
M&P  equipment  division  were  married  this 
week,  Sunday,  at  the  Southern  House  in 
Brookline. 


Into  Theatre  Field 
To  Provide  Outlet 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
for  him  to  come  over  to  your  company  be- 
cause you  were  going  to  put  the  other  com- 
pany out  of  business?”  pressed  the  plain- 
tiffs’ attorney. 

“That’s  why  Mr.  Williams  got  a job  be- 
cause he  carried  tales  like  that,  that  never 
happened.” 

“Who  had  he  carried  those  tales  to?” 

“To  his  own  superiors,  I don’t  know.” 

“Well,  I take  your  answer  is  that  you 
didn’t  say  any  such  thing  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams?” 

“I  did  not.” 

Enter  First  National 

“Did  you  say  to  Mr.  Williams  that  you 
or  your  company  was  going  to  buy  enough 
franchises  of  First  National  so  that  First 
National  could  never  distribute  a picture?” 

“No,  sir,”  replied  Adolph  Zukor. 

“Well  now,  at  the  time,  the  First  Na- 
tional came  into  the  field,  you  knew  did 
you  not,  that  there  was  some  arrangement 
by  which  a majority  or  a major  number 
of  the  franchise  holders  had  to  agree  on  a 
picture  before  it  could  be  bought  and  dis- 
tri’outed?” 

“I  know  nothing  of  that  policy.” 

“Didn’t  you  know  how  it  was  operating?” 

“If  one  did,  I never  knew  how  that  oper- 
ated. I wasn’t  interested  to  that  extent.” 

“And  didn’t  you  tell  Mr.  Williams  that 
your  company  was  going  to  be  the  domi- 
nating company  in  the  field  and  that  you 
wouldn’t  stand  for  any  competition  like 
First  National?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Nothing  to  that  effect?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Subsequently  your  company  began  a 
policy  of  acquisition  of  theatres,  that’s 
correct,  is  it  not?” 

“That’s  correct.” 

“Now  I think  it  appears  from  the  records 
of  your  board  of  directors  meeting  of  July 
22,  1917,  that  the  board  approved  the  policy 
of  the  extension  of  the  company’s  activi- 
ties along  the  line  of  acquisition  of 
theatres?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“And  it  was  shortly  after  that,  that  the 
$10,000,000  was  secured  by  your  company 
to  use  in  acquiring  theatres,  is  that  cor- 
rect?” 

“Yes.” 

“What  was  the  purpose  of  going  into 
the  theatre  field?” 

“In  the  first  place,  we  had  to  get  into 
the  theatre  field  because  we  saw  our  first- 
run  situation  was  threatened  by  leading 
exhibitors  combined  and  that  our  outlet 
was  threatened.  We  wanted  to  provide  an 
outlet  for  our  product.” 

“Now  this  loan  was  arranged  for  through 
Kuhn,  Loeb?” 

“It  wasn’t  a loan.  It  was  a preferred  issue 
of  stock.” 

“And  before  arrangements  were  made, 
an  investigation  was  made  of  your  com- 
pany by  a Mr.  Connick,  representing  Kuhn, 
Loeb?” 

“He  made  an  investigation  of  our  com- 
pany?” 

“Yes?”  asked  Ryan. 

“Yes,”  replied  Zukor. 

“And  did  you  know  that  he  made  an  in- 
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vestigation  generally  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry?” 

“That  I don’t  know.” 

Zukor  Wanted  Success,  Not  Size 

“Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Connick?” 

“Yes.  He  was  in  our  employ  for  a period 
of  time.” 

“In  your  employ  for  a period  of  time?” 

“Yes.  Not  at  that  time,  but  subsequently, 
he  wa,s.” 

“When  did  he  come  into  your  employ?” 

“After  the  $10,000,000  preferred  issue 
was  financed.” 

“Did  you  tell  Mr.  Connick  at  any  time 
during  his  investigation  that  your  goal 
was  to  have  the  largest  and  most  success- 
ful motion  picture  company?” 

“Not  the  largest,  but  the  most  success- 
ful, that  I will  admit,  not  only  to  him  but 
to  many  people,  but  I don’t  think  I said 
the  largest.” 

“Didn’t  you  want  to  have  the  largest?” 

“No,  I wanted  to  have  the  best,  not  the 
largest.” 

“Well,  if  a thing  was  good,  the  larger  it 
would  be  the  better  it  would  be?” 

“Not  in  the  picture  business.” 

“So  you  weren’t  particularly  interested 
in  the  size  of  your  company?” 

“No,  in  its  success,  yes.” 

“And  did  you  tell  him  at  that  time,  your 
company,  the  Famous  Players  company, 
dominated  the  industry,  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  theatres  in  the  key  cities  was 
to  insure  the  distribution  of  the  pictures 
of  your  company?” 

“I  never  recollect  having  made  a state- 
ment that  the  Famous  Players  (whatever 
it  was  called  at  that  time)  . . . that  it  was 
dominating  the  industry.” 

“Your  company  had  a good  market  for 
its  pictures  without  acquiring  theatres,  did 
it  not?” 

“No,  our  company  was  in  danger  as  soon 
as  First  National  was  organized.” 

“Was  First  National  the  only  real  com- 
petition your  company  had  struck  up  to 
that  time?” 

Always  Competition 

“No,  we  always  have  competition,  but 
First  National  was  made  up  of  the  men 
who  bought  their  product.  The  First  Na- 
tional main  members  consisted  of  the  ex- 
hibitors who  had  first  run  theatres,  and 
when  the  First  National  was  organized  we 
found  ourselves  in  the  position  that  our 
outlet  was  not  only  threatened,  but  that 
they  would  not  buy  any  pictures,  and  the 
only  way  we  could  show  the  pictures  our- 
selves in  the  first  instance  was  to  have  a 
definite,  permanent  outlet  for  our  prod- 
uct. That  was  precipitated  by  the  First 
National  organization.” 

“Have  you  found  that  the  acquisition 
of  theatres  that  you  have  made  has  given 
you  a definite,  outlet  for  your  pictures?” 

“It  certainly  has.” 

“Well,  at  the  time  that  you  started  this 
policy  of  theatre  acquisition,  you  had  some 
11,000  customers  out  of  15,000  theatres, 
didn’t  you?” 

“I  can't  answer  that  as  to  the  amounts. 
I wasn’t  familiar  enough  with  that  to  testi- 
fy to  that.” 

“You  wrote  a letter  to  your  stockholders 
in  regard  to  this  new  preferred  issue  of 
$10,000,000  did  you  not?” 

“I  don’t  remember,  but  if  that — ” 

“That  is,  if  there  is  a statement  in  a 
letter  supposed  to  be  signed  by  you  to  the 


J^EPORTS  have  it  in  West  Hartford  that 
a petition  bearing  the  names  of  people 
in  that  town  who  want  Bingo  legalized 
may  be  presented  at  the  Town  Council’s 
September  meeting.  East  Hartford  and 
Hartford  already  have  Bingo  . . . Work  has 
begun  on  the  superstructure  of  the  new 
Plaza  Theatre  in  Windsor.  Foundation 
walls  were  poured  a few  weeks  ago. 

Julian  B.  Tuthill,  theatre  and  motion 
picture  critic  and  columnist  for  the  Hart- 
ford Times,  edited  the  School  Edition  of 
that  newspaper  last  week. 

In  and  around  the  state:  Colchester 
Theatre  in  Colchester  has  a new  painting 
job  on  its  outside  theatre  sign  . . . Glas- 
tonbury Theatre  in  Glastonbury  arranged 
for  a special  show  for  the  Third  Annual 
Children’s  Day  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Town  of  Glastonbury  Council,  Knights  of 
Columbus  . . . Ovenware  and  towels  are 
being  presented  by  the  management  of  the 
Empire  in  New  London  to  women  patrons 
on  special  days  . . . Pratt’s  Theatre  is 
scheduled  to  open  the  middle  of  the  month 
in  Deep  River. 

Bob  Martineau,  broadcaster  of  a Holly- 
wood and  Hartford  motion  picture  and 
theatre  program  heard  over  WTHT,  broad- 
casting division  of  the  Hartford  'Times, 
is  back  from  vacation.  During  his  absence, 
his  program  was  not  heard. 

Doings  about  downtown:  The  Princess 
Theatre  has  had  some  painting  done  on 
its  front  doors  and  panels  . . . Jack  Simons 
tied  up  with  the  local  press  in  plugging 
“The  Wizard  of  Oz.”  He  also  had  in  his 
lobby  a replica  of  a coach  and  two  horses, 
besides  costumes  worn  by  Judy  Garland 
in  the  motion  picture.  The  Loew-Poli  man- 
ager had  writeups  in  the  Hartford  Press 
just  about  every  day  . . . Nothing  has  been 


effect  that  there  were  11,000  out  of  15,000 
theatres,  that’s  correct?” 

“That’s  correct.” 

Mr.  McClennen  herewith  objected  to 
that  as  based  on  contents  of  a written  in- 
strument not  in  evidence. 

“That’s  correct,”  repeated  Zukor. 

“Well,  at  any  rate,  Mr.  Zukor,  you  knew 
that  your  company  did,  at  that  time,  have 
a large  number  of  accounts  throughout 
the  United  States?” 

“Yes.” 

“You  knew  that  the  majority  of  the 
theatres  were  customers  of  your  company?” 
questioned  George  S.  Ryan. 

“A  great  many  I would  know.  It  was 
the  majority,  a great  many,  a predominat- 
ing number,”  responded  Zukor. 


A Honolulu  Premiere 
Hollywood — “Hawaiian  Nights,”  Uni- 
versal musical  featuring  Mary  Carlisle  and 
Johnny  Downs,  was  world  premiered  in 
Honolulu. 


A Role  for  Miljan 

Hollywood — John  Miljan  has  been  sign- 
ed for  a featured  role  in  Paramount’s 
“Emergency  Squad.”  Edward  Dmytryk  is 
directing. 


heard  on  Main  St.  on  the  report  of  Loew- 
Poli  Palace  taking  on  vaudeville  for  the 
fall.  The  State’s  vaudeville  programs  have 
started  already  . . . Irene  Dunne,  picture 
star,  was  guest  columnist  recently  for  the 
column  space  usually  filled  by  M.  Oakley 
Christoph,  Hartford  Courant  film  column- 
ist, who  is  away  on  vacation  to  Paris. 

Syd  Conn,  one  of  the  partners  who  runs 
the  Conrose’s  Cinema  City  Theatre  down 
in  Sound  View,  was  a visitor.  Ditto  for 
Jim  McCarthy  of  the  downtown  WB  Strand 
. . . Local  historian,  Billy  S.  Garvie  of  the 
Hartford  Times,  dug  up  the  news  in  the 
files  of  that  newspaper  that  this  city  saw 
its  first  big  color  film  at  the  now  defunct 
Parsons  Theatre  in  December,  1912.  A film 
by  the  title  of  “Durbar  in  India”  was 
shown  with  a Kinemacolor  machine.  The 
Times  critic  said  at  the  time:  “It  may  be 
left  for  future  generations  to  realize  “Dur- 
bar in  India”  in  nature’s  own  colors  as 
wonderful.” 

Jack  Simons  of  the  downtown  Loew’s 
Poll  recalling  the  days  when  he  saw  ‘"The 
Wizard  of  Oz,”  with  Fred  Stone,  at  Pitts- 
burg where  Jack  was  the  chief  usher  at 
the  Shubert  Theatre  . . . 'That  new  re- 
served seat  policy  at  the  Avenue  Colonial 
Theatre  with  Bill  Stevenson,  who  was  for 
many  years  the  manager  of  the  now  de- 
funct Parsons  Theatre,  will  continue.  He 
is  being  assisted  by  Dave  Sugarman,  who 
has  been  transferred  from  the  downtown 
Regal  by  Henry  Needles,  WB  district  man- 
ager. 

Groucho  Marx,  M-G-M  filmster,  told 
Moses  Berkman,  Times  political  reporter, 
who  covered  Governor  Baldwin’s  trip  to  the 
west  coast,  that  the  world  premiere  of  the 
Marx  Bros.’  newest  motion  picture,  “A  Day 
at  the  Circus,”  may  be  held  at  Bridgeport. 

Public  schools  were  to  have  opened  for 
their  1939-40  school  season  on  Thursday 
in  Hartford;  West  Hartford  and  Wethers- 
field a day  earlier.  During  the  summer 
vacation  for  students,  theatres  in  and 
around  Hartford  had  “Kiddie  Shows”  for 
the  children  who  were  home. 

New  faces  seen  in  Waterbury  these  days 
are  those  of  Jane  Mascoli,  who  is  at  the 
Cameo  Theatre  in  the  role  of  cashier,  and 
Bill  Ghent,  new  usher  at  the  Loew-Poli. 
Jane,  incidentally,  is  the  niece  of  Jerry 
Mascoli,  owner  of  the  Cameo  . . . 
Walter  Murphy,  Bristol  Theatre,  Bristol, 
spent  a weekend  recently  in  Massachusetts 
...  To  Columbia  University  to  take  up  the 
study  of  journalism  goes  Paul  Sheehan, 
usher  at  the  Embassy,  New  Britain,  this 
fall  . . . Lou  Cohen,  Loew-Poli  Palace  The- 
atre, was  on  vacation  recently. 

The  opening  date  for  the  newly  built 
Strand  Theatre  reportedly  owned  by  Peter 
Perakos,  New  Britain,  and  Joseph  Quittner, 
Moodus,  in  Jewett  City  has  been  announced 
as  September  15.  The  capacity  is  800 
seats  . . . The  late  Bill  Seaman’s  position 
as  usher  at  the  Warner  in  Bridgeport  has 
been  filled  by  Ralph  Decker  . . . Julian 
B.  Tuthill,  Hartford  Times,  was  among 
those  present  at  the  beauty  contest  for 
“Miss  Connecticut”  ...  It  has  been  ru- 
mored in  New  Haven  that  Arena  will  play 
one  day  vaudeville. 
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More  Serious  Themes 
Urged  for  Films 

Boston — “The  most  potent  and  eloquent 
of  propaganda  media”  was  how  motion 
pictures  were  described  by  Dr.  Everett  R. 
Clinchy,  director  of  the  Williamstown  In- 
stitute of  Human  Relations,  speaking  at 
a meeting  of  the  organization  sponsored 
by  the  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jews.  Declaring  it  would  be  unfor- 
tunate if  film  producers  “devoted  them- 
selves to  the  boy  meets  girl  themes,”  Dr. 
Clinchy  urged  that  silver  screens  devote 
themselves  to  “serious  situations  in  our 
economic  and  social  life.” 

Greater  realism  in  films  were  urged  by 
Professor  Richard  Lewis  of  Glendale  Junior 
College  in  California.  Professor  Richard 
Lewis  spoke  on  the  subject  of  “The  Movies 
and  Propagandizing.” 

“If  motion  pictures  can  help  save  de- 
mocracy,” Lewis  said,  “they  can  serve  by 
showing  us  life  as  it  is  with  real  prob- 
lems. By  not  presenting  realities,  motion 
pictures  permit  the  propagandists  to  take 
the  center  of  the  stage  in  the  drama  of  life 
itself.” 


Moriarty  Promoted 

Worcester,  Mass.  — Russell  Moriarty, 
student  assistant  at  the  Poli  Theatre,  has 
been  promoted  to  the  assistant  manager- 
ship of  the  Plaza  Theatre,  replacing  Ed- 
ward Dolan,  who  has  resigned. 

Bonita  Granville  Held 

Hollywood — Metro  has  signed  Bonita 
Granville  to  a new  term  acting  contract. 


Back  on  the  Job 


Boston — No  local  theatre  patron  was 
more  pleased  than  Sarah  Reese  when 
vaudeville  was  resumed  last  week  at  the 
RKO  Boston. 

There  has  been  no  flesh  in  de  luxe  Bos- 
ton, former  stage  show  Hub,  for  the  past 
few  months.  Sarah  Reese  has  missed  it. 

Particularly  an  admirer  of  theatre  music, 
the  lady  early  made  the  Metropolitan  her 
headquarters,  going  into  the  house  morn- 
ings day  after  day  and  eating  her  meals 
at  the  downstairs  cafeteria  so  as  not  to 
miss  a performance.  She  beat  time  for 
Fabien  Sevitsky  and  his  pit  orchestra  and 
for  stage  aggregations,  then  topped  off  the 
evening  by  treading  back  downstairs  to  the 
Platinum  Salon  where  she  waved  beats 
for  Sid  Reinherz’s  dance  band. 

When  the  Metropolitan  went  into  a 
straight  film  policy,  Sarah  Reese  shifted 
her  affections  to  the  RKO  Boston.  RKO 
Orchestra  players,  as  those  at  the  Metro- 
politan had  before  them,  sometimes  com- 
plained that  Miss  Reese’s  sense  of  time  was 
not  all  that  it  should  be  and  her  enthu- 
siasm often  resulted  in  discords. 

Genial  Bill  Robinson,  whose  stage  rou- 
tines generally  included  a number  of  silent 
breaks,  arose  to  the  occasion  recently  and 
did  the  lady’s  heart  good  when  he  informed 
an  RKO  audience  that  Miss  Reese’s  mo- 
tionings  were  all  that  kept  him  in  time 
during  the  silent  hiatuses. 


COOLING  system  is  assured  for  the 
Loew-Poli  theatre  by  next  summer. 


Ernie  Grecula,  former  doorman  at  the 
Majestic,  is  now  assistant  manager  at  the 
Alcazar  Theatre,  Naugatuck. 

Harry  Shaw  came  into  town  to  m.  c. 
the  final  jitterbug  contest  on  the  Globe 
stage. 

"These  Glamour  Girls”  had  the  best 
opening  at  the  Majestic  in  two  years  with 
a heavy  rain  and  "The  Wizard  of  Oz”  as 
opposition. 

Night  prices  now  prevail  all  day  Satur- 
day at  the  Warner  Theatre. 

The  booth  at  the  Globe  is  being  enlarged 
and  1,800  new  seats  will  be  installed  soon. 

Jack  Sidney,  assistant  at  the  Loew-Poli, 
is  still  trying  to  get  that  estate  settled 
over  in  Belgium. 

Excavation  has  started  for  Ridgefield’s 
first  motion  picture  theatre.  The  house  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  the  Christmas 
holidays. 

The  last  of  the  summer  theatres  in  this 
area  has  rung  down  the  curtain  for  the 
season. 

James  Hague,  Times-Star  critic,  was  the 
only  local  film  editor  to  attend  the  Gloria 
Jean  premiere  in  Scranton. 


Loew  Hit  Parade  Tied 
With  Trade  Jubilee 

New  Haven — Combining  industry  jubilee 
and  annual  new  season  ballyhoo,  the 
Loew’s  Movie  Hit  Parade-Crosley  Motor 
Cavalcade  will  descend  on  New  Haven, 
September  14,  and  make  everybody  in  the 
City  Hall,  on  the  streets,  and  at  the  radio 
new  season-conscious. 

The  cavalcade  of  ten  pastel-colored 
miniature  cars,  provided  by  Crosley 
Motors,  will  be  driven  by  Connecticut  col- 
lege girls  in  collegiate  outfits,  with  a 
specially-constructed  Loew  float  leading 
the  procession  and  local  bands  hooking  on 
in  all  Loew  towns  on  the  itinerary. 

The  cavalcade  left  Boston,  September  7, 
and  Hartford’s  celebration  is  set  for  the 
12th,  Meriden  and  Waterbury  the  13th; 
New  Haven,  14th;  Bridgeport,  15th,  and 
World’s  Fair,  New  York,  16th. 

Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  man- 
ager, and  Lou  Brown,  publicity  chief,  will 
accompany  and  supervise  activities 
throughout,  while  Bob  Russell  here  and 
managers  everywhere  are  working  out 
scores  of  details  locally. 

The  parchment  scroll  which  the  gover- 
nors of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut,  and  the  mayors  of  Boston, 
Hartford,  Springfield,  Worcester,  Water- 
bury, Meriden,  New  Haven,  Providence  and 
Bridgeport  will  sign,  reads  as  follows; 

“1889  1939” 

Loew’s  Movie  Hit  Parade-Crosley 
Motor  Cavalcade  join  in  celebrating 
the  golden  jubilee  of  motion  pictures 
sponsored  by  Loew-Poli  New  England 
Theatres,  Loew’s  Boston  Theatres  and 
Loew’s  Providence  theatre. 

Motion  pictures  have  for  years 


Sees  Row  Over  'Wind' 
As  Too  Much  Puffing 

Boston — Concerning  the  present  north 
versus  south  controversy  over  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  the  Boston  Globe  editorially 
labels  the  contention,  “unnecessary  pub- 
licity.” 

The  United  Daughters  of  the  Confeder- 
acy “need  not  concern  themselves”  in  tak- 
ing exception  to  the  Daughters  of  the 
Union  Veterans’  report,  denouncing  the 
film  as  “this  outrageous  attempt  to  palliate 
the  treason  of  the  south  and  smirch  the 
reputation  of  General  Sherman,”  went  the 
comment. 

“For  the  past  two  decades,”  said  the  im- 
portant New  England  daily,  “there  has 
been  an  increasing  curiosity  in  the  north 
and  west  to  hear,  see  and  read  everything 
that  presents  the  other  side  of  the  Civil 
War  picture.  The  tendency  was  first 
shown  by  the  reception  given  ‘The  Birth 
of  a Nation.’  Since  then  the  whole  subject 
of  the  war  was  carried  to  the  south  and 
of  the  reconstruction  horror  that  followed 
the  death  of  Lincoln  has  been  given  at- 
tention which  shows  no  sign  of  lagging.” 


Settlement  lor  Ushers  Is 
Ellected  by  M&P,  lATSE 

Boston — M&P  Theatres  and  the  lATSE 
have  amicably  settled  the  ushers’  strike 
which  involved  eleven  of  the  circuit’s 
houses  in  downtown  and  suburban  Bos- 
ton. 

No  contract  has  been  signed  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  although  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment call  for  the  ushers  at  the  Metro- 
politan, Paramount  and  Fenway  in  Bos- 
ton to  get  $15.00  for  a basic  42-hour  week. 
Ushers  at  the  Washington  Street,  Modern 
and  Scollay  Square  in  Boston  and  the 
Strand,  Morton,  Dudley  and  Rivoli  in  sub- 
urban Boston  and  the  Broadway  in  Chel- 
sea are  to  get  32^/2  cents  per  hour.  Double 
pay  for  overtime  applies  to  all  eleven  the- 
atres. 

The  union  was  bargaining  only  for  it- 
self and  is  not  demanding  a closed  shop. 


Turners  Falls  Showman 
Observes  25th  Year 

Boston — ^Denis  J.  Shea,  operator  of  the 
Shea  'Theatre  at  Turners  Falls,  is  celebrat- 
ing his  25th  year  as  an  exhibitor.  Recog- 
nition of  the  silver  jubilee  takes  the  form 
of  extra  stage  and  screen  attractions 
throughout  the  week  at  the  Massachusetts 
house. 


formed  the  principal  entertainment  of 
persons  of  every  walk  of  life.  They 
have  given  joy  and  laughter  to  those 
who  were  sorrowful.  They  have  given 
knowledge  to  all.  They  have  become 
a common  bond  of  friendship.  It  is 
the  honest  pledge  of  those  associated 
with  motion  picture  theatres  to  give 
the  people  of  these  sovereign  states, 
until  posterity,  pictures  of  the  highest 
calibre,  designed  for  wholesome  en- 
tertainment of  everyone.” 
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Defendant  Answers  to  Momand 
Suit  Are  Similar  in  Tenor 


Oklahoma  City — Defendants  in  the  Mo- 
mand $4,500,000  anti-trust  suits  have  filed 
their  answers  to  Momand’s  original  peti- 
tion and  his  amended  petition  in  federal 
district  court  here. 

Each  of  the  separate  firms  filed  answers 
which  varied  only  in  minute  details.  Grif- 
fith Amusement  Co.  and  Consolidated 
Theatres,  Inc.  answers  were  filed  by  coun- 
sels Henry  Griffing  and  J.  B.  Dudley.  Re- 
maining answers  were  filed  by  Keaton 
Wells  and  Johnson  for  each  individual  de- 
fendant attorney.  Answer  of  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc.,  was  by  Austin  C.  Keough  of 
New  York  City;  Publix  Theatres  Corp.  by 
Keough;  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  by 
Robert  W.  Perkins  of  New  York  City;  the 
Vitaphone  Corp.  by  Perkins;  Warner  Bros. 
Theatres,  Inc.,  by  Perkins;  Pathe  Film 
Corp.  by  Phillips  and  Nizer  of  New  York 
City;  20th  Century-Pox  Film  Corp.  by 
Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel  and  Caskey  of  New 
York  City;  Loew’s  Incorporated  by  J.  Rob- 
ert Rubin  of  New  York  City;  Vitagraph, 
Inc.,  by  Perkins;  RKO  Radio  Pictures, 
Inc.,  by  William  Mallard  of  New  York 
City;  United  Artists  Corp.  by  O’Brien, 
Driscoll  and  Raftery;  Universal  Film  Ex- 
change, Inc.,  by  Charles  D.  Prutzman;  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  Corp.,  by  Schwartz  and 
Froelich,  and  Educational  Film  Exchanges 
by  D.  I.  Johnston. 

Similar  to  Vitagraph  Answers 

The  answers  in  general  followed  the 
pattern  of  the  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  answer 
which  states  as  follows: 

“1.  That  the  complaint  fails  to  state  a 
cause  of  action  against  this  defendant 
upon  which  relief  can  be  granted. 

“2.  That  the  pretended  assignments  to 
the  plaintiff  recited  in  said  complaint  are 
champertous  and  against  public  policy  for 
the  reason  that  the  plaintiff  was  a director 
and  the  managing  officer  of  each  of  said 
assignor  corporations  took  the  assign- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  bringing  suits 
thereon  and  speculating  upon  the  results 
of  the  litigation;  that  said  assignments 
are  fraudulent  and  void  as  to  other  stock- 
holders and  creditors  of  each  of  said  as- 
signor corporations,  because  no  fair  and 
reasonable  consideration  was  paid  there- 
for, and  because  they  were  not  authorized 
by  proper  action  of  the  stockholders  and 
the  board  of  directors  of  said  assignor  cor- 
porations. 

“3.  That  the  plaintiff  is  not  the  real 
party  in  interest  as  required  by  the  laws 
of  Oklahoma  in  the  prosecution  of  a cause 
of  action  in  any  civil  proceedings  because 
the  complaint  shows  upon  its  face  that  the 
plaintiff  did  not  acquire  the  legal  or 
equitable  title  to  said  causes  of  action  by 
the  pretended  assignments. 

“4.  That  the  plaintiff  has  failed  to  com- 
ply with  Rule  9 of  the  Rules  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure for  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States,  which  provides:  ‘(g)  SPE- 
CIAL DADTAGE.  When  items  of  special 
damage  are  claimed,  they  shall  be  specific- 
ally stated.’  Under  the  statements  of  the 
complaint,  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to 
recover  general  damage,  but  only  special 
damages  sustained  by  him  or  his  assign- 


ors, and  the  statements  in  said  complaint 
are  insufficient  to  comply  with  said  Rule 
9 or  to  permit  any  recovery  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff  and  against  these  defendants.” 

It  then  analyzes  the  first  cause  of  ac- 
tion of  Momand’s  petition,  stating,  “That 
it  is  without  knowledge  or  information 
sufficient  to  form  a belief  as  to  the  truth 
of  the  statements,  or  any  of  them,  in  para- 
graph 3 of  said  complaint,  except  that  it 
admits  that  it  is  a corporation  duly  or- 
ganized by  law,  and  since  March  5,  1920, 
has  transacted  business  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma.” 

It  then  analyzes  various  paragraphs  of 
the  first  cause  of  action  and  all  remain- 
ing causes  of  action  in  much  the  same 
manner.  The  40th  paragraph  of  the  an- 
swer then  summarizes: 

“That  wherever  paragraphs  in  any  cause 
of  action  are  incorporated  into  and  made 
a part  of  another  cause  of  action,  this  de- 
fendant adopts  the  same  answer  to  said 
paragraphs  when  subsequently  used  as  has 
been  made  herein  when  said  paragraph 
or  paragraphs  first  appeared,  to  avoid  repe- 
tition in  pleading,  and  to  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  if  repeated  in  the  an- 
swer to  each  subsequent  cause  of  action. 

“Answering  further,  this  defendant  de- 
nies each  and  every  material  statement, 
averment  or  inference  in  the  complaint  of 
any  combination,  agreement,  contract, 
monopoly  or  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  this 
defendant,  and  denies  that  it  has,  or  is, 
violating  any  section  or  sections  of  the 
Act  of  July  2,  1890,  commonly  known  as 
the  Clayton  Anti-Trust  Act. 

“Wherefore,  this  defendant  prays  that 
the  plaintiff  be  denied  relief  and  that  it 
have  judgment  for  costs.” 

Answers  filed  by  Columbia  Pictures 
Corp.,  Publix  Theatres  Corp.,  Warner 
Bros.  Theatres,  Inc.,  20th  Century-Fox 
Film  Corp.,  Loew’s  Incorporated,  RKO  Ra- 
dio Pictures,  Inc.,  United  Artists  Corp., 
Universal  Film  Exchange,  Inc.,  and  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.  were  similar  to  the 
above,  except  for  minor  changes  relative 
to  their  individual  companies. 

The  answer  of  Vitaphone  Corp.  stated, 

Alabama  Senate  Passes 
Bill  Against  Ascap 

Birmingham,  Ala.  — A bill  designed  to 
break  up  the  “monopoly”  of  the  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Pub- 
lishers on  copyrighted  songs  and  music 
was  passed  unanimously  by  the  Alabama 
senate  and  now  goes  to  the  house  where 
its  passage  is  predicted  if  supporters  can 
get  it  on  a crowded  calendar. 

The  measure  is  being  supported  by  ra- 
dio stations,  hotels  and  other  amusement 
places.  Under  the  bill,  payment  for  use  of 
such  compositions  would  be  by  the  piece, 
and  composers  and  publishers  would  be  re- 
quired to  fix  the  amount  of  the  copyright- 
ed fee  they  would  expect  on  each  selection 
used. 


Pat  Garyn  Launches 
New  Film  Company 


Dallas — Pat  Garyn,  long  identified  in 
the  upper  brackets  of  distribution,  has 
launched  the  Texas  Film  Co.,  with  offices 
at  302 y2  S.  Harwood.  In  this  new  com- 
pany there  are  associates,  but  their  names 
were  not  available  at  this  time. 

Garyn  points  out  that  the  first  picture, 
“Rangle  River,”  a J.  H.  Hoffberg  release, 
has  been  sold  to  Interstate  and  the  Grif- 
fith circuits.  The  company  now  has  20 
pictures  for  distribution  in  the  southwest, 
Garyn  said.  Screenings  on  additional  pic- 
tures were  scheduled  for  the  Fox  screen- 
ing room  this  week. 


Monogram  to  R&R 

Dallas — Monogram  has  closed  with  the 
Robb  & Rowley  circuit  for  its  new  season 
product. 


“The  court  does  not  have  jurisdiction  over 
this  defendant  for  the  reason  that  the 
pretended  summons  was  not  issued,  served 
and  returned  as  required  by  law,  and  the 
complaint  fails  to  state  a cause  of  action 
against  the  defendant  upon  which  relief 
can  be  granted.”  The  same  statement 
was  also  made  in  the  answers  of  Pathe 
Film  Corp.  and  that  of  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc. 

An  amicus  curiae  answer  was  filed  by 
D.  I.  Johnston  in  reference  to  Educational 
Film  Exchange  of  Texas,  which  states  in 
part: 

“That  Educational  Film  Exchange,  Inc. 
...  is  designated  as  a defendant  . . . that 
Educational  Film  Exchange  of  Texas  was 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Texas  on 
October  27,  1920,  with  its  principal  office 
in  Dallas,  Tex.,  and  was  qualified  to  do 
business  in  Oklahoma  on  September  13, 
1921;  that  said  corporation  ceased  to  do 
business  on  or  about  February  1,  1933  and 
its  right  to  do  business  in  Oklahoma  was 
cancelled  on  January  15,  1935;  that  these 
facts  were  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
court  in  a special  appearance  and  motion 
to  quash  and  affidavits  were  filed  in  sup- 
port of  said  motion  which,  upon  hearing, 
was  overruled  and  exceptions  allowed;  that 
if  it  was  intended  to  designate  Educational 
Film  Exchange  of  Texas  as  a defendant, 
said  corporation  does  not  now  exist  and 
the  attention  of  the  court  is  again  called 
to  the  facts  in  reference  thereto.” 

The  answer  then  repeats  other  para- 
graphs of  the  previously  quoted  answer 
with  reference  to  jurisdiction,  champer- 
ty, assignment,  compliance  with  Rule  9, 
etc.,  concluding: 

“That  D.  I.  Johnston,  appearing  amicus 
curiae  and  answering  further,  states  that 
he  is  without  knowledge  or  information 
sufficient  to  form  a belief  as  to  the  truth 
of  the  statements,  or  any  of  them,  in  the 
complaint  insofar  as  they  are  or  may  have 
been  applicable  to  Educational  Film  Ex- 
change of  Texas  (Educational  Film  Ex- 
change, Inc.) .” 
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Dates  for  Three  Depositions  in  Neely,  16mm,  Code  and 
Miami  Monopoly  Suit  Set  Meeting  Allied  T opics 


Miami — Scheduling  of  dates  for  at  least 
three  of  the  depositions  to  be  taken  in  the 
near  future  in  connection  with  the  pend- 
ing monopoly  suit  in  Miami  are  announc- 
ed this  week  by  the  attorneys  for  the  plain- 
tiffs, the  Cameo  and  Surf  theatres. 

Particular  interest  centers  around  the 
testimony  of  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  to  be  taken 
in  his  office  at  the  20th  Century-Fox  stu- 
dios September  15.  The  deposition  of 
Mitchell  Wolfson,  a partner  in  the  Miami 
incorporation  known  as  the  Wometco 
Theatres,  is  Hiram  D.  Parks,  Warner  film 
salesman,  who  was  covering  the  Florida 
territory  in  1936.  Now  working  in  the 
southwest.  Parks’  testimony  wiU  be  taken 
at  Lovett,  Tex.,  on  Saturday,  September 
16. 

Other  depositions,  certain  to  be  produc- 
tive of  interesting  testimony  which  can- 
not be  taken  this  month  because  of  the 
absence  from  the  state  of  the  principals, 
will  be  those  of  S.  A.  Lynch,  president  of 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc.,  and  Sidney 


Private  Light  Plant 
Proves  Big  Saving 

Dallas — On  one  of  his  far  between 
periodic  visits  to  Filmrow,  making  contacts 
supplementary  to  his  association  with  the 
R&R  circuit,  Sam  Parish  of  Huntsville,  said 
he  is  using  a private  light  plant  for  his 
Dorothy  and  Avon  theatres  that  nets  him 
an  untold  saving  in  previous  light  and 
power  rates. 

To  start  with  the  Himtsville  rate  is 
known  in  the  trade  as  high  in  comparison 
to  other  places.  Parish  said  his  plant  is 
a new  development  and  that  he  has  had  it 
installed  long  enough  to  know  its  results. 
In  fact,  he  says  it  is  turned  on,  left  and 
forgotten  until  time  to  turn  it  off. 

Parish  said  his  power  bill  had  been  from 
$150  to  $170  in  instances.  He  said  his  bill 
now  is  $25  a month  for  the  two  houses  for 
actual  operation  of  the  plant. 

The  equipment  cost  slightly  over  $4,000, 
he  said,  and  payments  could  be  arranged 
over  three  years,  although  Parish  paid 
cash. 

The  Dorothy  and  Avon  are  advantag- 
eously arranged  in  one  block,  on  different 
streets  with  their  backs  coming  in  close 
together,  which  made  it  easy  for  one  plant 
to  serve  two  theatres.  Private  power  lines 
may  not  cross  a street  or  alley,  it  was 
pointed  out. 

Parish  said  although  his  situation  re- 
ceived full  benefit  of  a private  plant  that 
he  was  not  too  sure  that  a one-theatre 
situation  would  be  benefited  enough  to 
install  such  a system. 

He  said  however,  that  the  equipment  he 
has  is  being  sold  by  a Houston  company 
which  has  the  state  rights  and  that  this 
company  is  preparing  a state-wide  selling 
campaign. 


Meyer,  the  other  partner  in  Wometco 
Theatres,  Inc. 

Also  due  for  clearance  before  the  federal 
bar  are  some  routine  pending  motions 
which  will  be  heard  early  in  October  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  hearing  before  Judge 
John  W.  Holland  of  the  suit  in  which  the 
two  new  Miami  Beach  theatres  ask  for 
cumulative  damages  and  for  an  injunction 
against  alleged  monopolistic  practices  said 
to  be  used  by  Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc., 
and  the  Wometco  Theatres,  Inc. 

Another  activity  of  the  week  in  this 
Miami  monopoly  case  was  the  posting  of 
a series  of  interrogations  to  be  answered 
by  the  president,  treasurer  and  general 
sales  manager  of  each  one  of  the  Big  8, 
the  major  distributors,  who  are  joint  de- 
fendants along  with  the  two  Miami  thea- 
trical organizations.  These  interrogations 
were  sent  to  all  the  counsel  for  the  defense. 

Text  of  the  interrogations  will  be  avail- 
able next  week. 


^HE  Lincoln  is  being  re-upholstered.  The 

ceiling  is  being  retinted  and  new  car- 
pets are  being  laid.  The  custom  of  serving 
tea  and  coffee  to  unhurried  patrons  is,  of 
course,  being  continued.  Better  screen 
illumination  for  the  Lincoln  will  be  in- 
sured by  the  new  screen  which  is  being 
installed. 

Tops  in  repairs,  however,  is  reported  by 
the  Rosetta,  the  Ace,  Ritz  and  Harlem 
theatres.  All  four  were  re-roofed.  Also  new 
at  the  Rosetta  are  a lens  installation, 
screen  and  candy  machine  of  a new  type 
also  to  be  installed  at  the  State  and  Miami. 
It  has  a two-way  counter,  offering  service 
both  to  the  theatre  lobby  and  the  street. 

Mrs.  Ann  McDaniels,  secretary  to 
Charles  Walders  and  cashier  at  his  Tivoli, 
is  vacationing  in  Louisville,  Ky.  She  will 
also  visit  friends  in  several  other  northern 
cities. 

Down  at  Wometco’s  main  office,  Mrs. 
Freddie  St.  Clair,  relief  cashier,  is  on  the 
suntchboard  while  Barbara  Wilkins  is  va- 
cationing on  Black  Mountain  in  North 
Carolina. 

The  Metropolitan  Ice  Palace  is  getting 
the  nod  from  Wometco-ites  these  days. 
Particularly  on  Thursdays  the  theatre  folk 
are  conspicuous  among  the  figure  cutters 
. . . The  son  and  heir  in  the  Larry  John- 
ston family  is  passing  the  anniversary  of 
his  sixth  month  with  a record  which  de- 
serves commendation,  having  to  his  credit 
a career  featured  by  not  one  single  night’s 
“broadcast!” 

Coming  up  from  the  Grove  where  he 
was  assistant  to  Ira  McKinney,  is  Ralph 
Ramsey,  new  assistant  manager  of  the 
Capitol.  Jimmy  Johnson,  former  chief-of- 
staff  at  the  Coconut  Grove  house,  has 
been  promoted  to  Ramsey’s  former  post. 


Oklahoma  City — Allied  Theatre  Owners 
of  Oklahoma  through  its  corresponding 
secretary,  George  W.  Sumner,  has  issued  a 
bulletin  attacking  16mm  competition,  dis- 
cussing the  Neely  bill,  “Conciliation  or  the 
Code”  and  talking  about  the  proposed  buy- 
ing organization  and  first  annual  conven- 
tion to  be  held  here  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  September  26 
and  27,  at  the  Biltmore  Hotel. 

Pointing  out  that  a great  deal  of  pre- 
liminary work  has  been  done  in  connec- 
tion with  the  development  of  a buying  or- 
ganization for  independent  theatre  own- 
ers in  Oklahoma,  Sumner  declares  the  sub- 
ject will  be  thoroughly  discussed  at  the 
forthcoming  meeting. 

Citing  tradepaper  reference  to  the  mo- 
tion picture  trade  code  as  a “dead  duck,” 
Sumner  claims  for  Allied  complete  credit 
for  the  “salvation”  of  independent  exhibi- 
tors from  “the  awful  massacre  that  would 
have  resulted  if  they  had  set  up  another 
arbitration  and  NRA  in  the  industry.” 

On  the  Neely  bill,  Sumner  exhorts  mem- 
bers to  apply  pressure  to  Congressmen  to 
secure  passage  of  the  measure  through 
the  House  during  the  next  session. 

On  16mm  competition,  Sumner  says: 

“Schools  will  soon  reopen.  During  the 
summer  many  more  superintendents  have 
been  sold  upon  the  idea  of  purchasing 
16mm  equipment  for  their  schools.  If 
the  school  is  without  funds,  the  salesmen 
explains  that  the  machines  can  be  made 
to  pay  for  themselves  by  holding  weekly 
shows  at  the  schools.  Many  schools  in 
the  past  have  been  operating  these  shows 
in  direct  competition  with  local  theatre 
owners.  No  theatre  man  objects  to  the 
use  of  16mm  equipment  in  schools  if  it  is 
a means  of  bringing  educational  and  in- 
structive materials  to  the  student  body,  as 
a part  of  the  curriculum.  But  when  it 
becomes  direct  competition  to  legitimate 
motion  picture  theatres,  the  theatre  own- 
er needs  to  check  up.  He  shouldn’t  wait 
that  long. 

“A  number  of  companies  have  leased  old 
but  important  pictures  to  distributors  of 
16mm  film.  Many  of  these  prints  can- 
not be  classed  as  educational  by  any 
means.  They  are  purely  entertainment 
subjects  that  are  exhibited  in  the  theatres 
of  the  land.  This  procedure  can  be  stop- 
ped if  theatre  men  protest.  If  your  school 
is  engaged  in  active  competition  with  you 
by  showing  entertainment  films,  send  us 
the  name  of  the  films,  the  companies,  and 
other  information  that  you  can  secure. 
Your  Allied  organization  will  make  a strong 
protest  to  the  offending  companies — this 
may  stop  the  trouble  at  its  source.” 


Col.  Cole  Goes  East  for 
1\1.  /.  Allied  Address 

Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  Al- 
lied States  Ass’n,  left  for  New  York  last 
weekend  where  he  was  scheduled  to  shift 
over  to  Atlantic  City  for  an  address  before 
the  New  Jersey  Allied  convention  slated 
for  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday. 
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Schwarz  in  Dallas  to  Start 
Alexander  Prevue  Deals 


Dallas  — Harold  Schwarz,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Alexander  Prevue  Co.,  has  been 
in  Dallas  the  past  few  days  speeding  up 
distribution  of  the  Alexander  Prevues 
which  the  Dallas  office  will  handle  in  sev- 
eral southwestern  states.  With  the  arrival 
of  Schwarz  was  M.  J.  Mclnaney,  vice- 
president  of  Alexander  Film  Co.,  who  sat 
in  on  the  initial  prevue  distributing  plans. 

In  charge  in  this  territory  is  J.  A.  Mc- 
lnaney, district  manager,  who  handles 
Alexander  screen  advertising  as  usual  and 
also  supervises  the  sales  and  distribution 
of  prevues. 


W.  L.  Landers,  56,  Dies 
In  Batesville,  Ark, 

Batesville,  Ark. — W.  L.  Landers,  age 
56,  owner  and  operator  of  the  Landers 
Theatre  here  for  a number  of  years,  died 
at  his  home  at  Batesville  last  week. 

Landers  bought  the  New  Auditorium, 
local  theatre  house,  in  1910  and  changed 
the  name  to  the  Gem  Theatre.  After  re- 
modeling the  house  the  name  was  again 
changed  to  the  Landers.  He  helped  or- 
ganize the  ITO  of  Arkansas  in  1920  and 
had  been  a member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors since.  He  was  a past  president  of  the 
Tri-State  group. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  son,  a daugh- 
ter and  two  sisters. 


G PRESTON  TATE  of  Comanche,  one 
of  the  most  energetic  small  town  ex- 
hibitors in  the  country  was  diverted  from 
his  speed  because  of  an  operation  in  a 
Dallas  hospital  from  which  he  apparently 
has  recovered.  Preston  sells  wholesale  to- 
bacco and  other  commodities  out  of  Co- 
manche and  finds  time  to  successfully 
operate  the  Queen  at  Santa  Anna,  his  be- 
ing the  first  material  successful  operation 
the  town  has  ever  known.  Besides  Santa 
Anna  and  his  wholesale  business,  Tate  is 
also  interested  with  C.  V.  Caver  in  the 
Strand  at  Honey  Grove. 

In  the  final  punch  of  the  Casa  Manana 
show  at  Ft.  Worth  were  exhibitions  by 
many  drum  majors  of  band  organizations. 
Miss  Virginia  Ann  Cox  of  Gilmer,  Tex.,  was 
an  important  contender.  Incidentally,  she 
is  16  a7id  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Cox  of  the  Strand  and  Crystal  in 
Gilmer.  Her  technique  was  paraded  before 
thousands  at  the  Ft.  Worth  shows.  In 
voice  she  won  first  prize  before  the  Texas 
Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  three  years 
ago.  At  Casa  Mana7ia,  besides  twirling  a 
bato7i,  she  was  auditio7ied  by  Eddie  Cantor, 
star  of  the  show  for  that  engagement. 

Emphasizing  current  popularity  of  book- 
ers, it  was  in  the  cards  that  ten  or  more, 
plus  south  Texas  salesmen,  would  journey 
to  Freeport  Saturday  for  a bit  of  deep  sea 
fishing  out  of  Freeport.  Max  Sexton  of 
Republic  said  the  party  was  being  given 


by  Arthur  Milentz  of  Liberty  and  Freeport 
and  that  Carl  Milentz  of  Daisetta  would 
cooperate. 

Recent  visitors  were  George  Chatmas  of 
Hearne;  J.  C.  Chatmas,  Marlin,  after  his 
return  from  vacationing  in  New  York; 
C.  W.  Sadler,  Weatherford;  J.  C.  Hurst, 
Abernathy;  Leroy  Land,  Ralls;  Henry 
Smith,  McGregor;  and  Mitchell  Lewis  and 
his  father  from  Houston. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Lemke,  elderly  matron  in  ex- 
hibition, honored  Filmrow  recently  with  a 
personal  visit,  the  first  in  years  since  the 
death  of  her  late  and  memorable  husband. 
Mrs.  Lemke  carries  on  with  the  Crystal, 
Fox  and  Rex,  all  downtown  houses  in 
Waco.  Mrs.  Lemke  maintains  a staff,  in- 
cluding members  of  her  family,  in  carry- 
ing out  the  administration  of  her  three 
theatres. 

Harry  Graham,  Universal’s  southern 
district  manager,  has  been  in  town  work- 
ing on  new  season’s  circuit  deals  and  inci- 
dentally settmg  m on  the  important  inde- 
pendent operations. 

Herschel  Crawford  of  Slaton,  who  is 
making  many  sit  up  and  take  notice  be- 
cause of  his  operations  at  that  point,  was 
in  town  last  week  on  a booking  and  new 
idea  trip. 

Homer  Mulkey,  who  made  history  with 
his  entertainment  of  bookers  in  Claren- 
( Continued  on  page  75) 
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TERRY  DOIG,  former  manager  of  the 
* Howard  and  Liberty  at  Nashville,  has 
been  transferred  to  Fordyce.  Cecil  Calla- 
han, formerly  of  Frederick,  Okla.,  will 
manage  the  two  Nashville  houses. 

Miss  Margaret  Lucile  Talley  and  Aubrey 
Allen  Jennings,  both  of  Dermott,  were 
married  July  30.  Jennings  is  associated 
with  the  Allied  Theatre  of  Dermott. 

The  Imperial  Theatre,  Pocahontas,  has 
been  remodeled  and  redecorated.  New  seat- 
ing arrangements  have  also  been  made  . . . 
Installation  of  new  cushion  seats  and  a 
larger  new  type  of  screen  is  announced 
by  Harry  D.  Bogart,  manager  of  the  Im- 
perial at  Marianna. 

The  new  Evans  Theatre  at  Mountain 
Home  opened  recently. 

Miss  Gussie  Sullivan  and  Richard  Jar- 
rett,  both  of  Searcy,  were  married  Wed- 
nesday, August  30.  Jarrett  is  employed 
by  the  Rialto  Theatre  at  Searcy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  D.  Pape  and  Oscar 
Miller,  manager  of  the  Bob  Burns  Theatre, 
Va7i  Buren,  left  for  California  recently. 
They  attended  the  San  Francisco  fair. 

The  Pastime  Theatre,  Danville,  has  re- 
cently installed  new  upholstered  seats.  Re- 
modeling of  the  house  has  been  underway 
for  the  past  month.  A new  marquee,  new 
glass  front  and  boxoffice  have  been  in- 
stalled. 


Slate  War  Story 

Hollywood  — “Battalion  of  Death,”  by 
John  Monk  Saunders,  has  been  purchased 
by  Paramount  as  an  Arthur  Hornblow  jr. 
production.  Joel  McCrea,  Robert  Preston, 
Akim  Tamiroff  and  Ray  Milland  are  slat- 
ed for  top  roles  in  the  film,  which  is 
based  on  the  recent  formation  of  a “suicide 
squad”  in  Fi-ance  by  old  men  and  cripples 
as  volunteers  for  dangerous  war  work. 


A Wometco  Shift  Boosts 
Allen  to  Managership 

Miami — Newest  manager  in  the  Wometco 
houses  is  Leonard  Allen  who  has  been 
advanced  from  his  post  as  assistant  to 
Jack  Fink  at  the  Capitol  to  be  manager 
of  the  Biltmore.  During  his  four  years 
with  the  organization  he  has  been  at  two 
other  houses,  the  Rosetta  and  the  May- 
fair.  He  started  as  an  usher  at  the  latter 
and  was  promoted  to  the  assistant  man- 
ager’s post  at  the  Rosetta.  Assisting  the 
new  manager  is  Ed  Amsden,  who  comes 
over  to  this  Lemon  City  house  from  the 
Lincoln  on  the  beach  where  he  was  chief 
of  staff,  having  started  with  Wometco  as 
an  usher  at  that  house  in  1936. 

Charles  Ozburn  at  the  State,  on  which 
extensive  repairs  are  being  started,  will 
have  Gordon  Spradley,  who  comes  into 
the  Flagler  street  sector  from  the  Bilt- 
more, as  his  assistant  manager.  A num- 
ber of  other  pre-season  changes  are  being 
made  in  the  Wometco  personnel. 

Dallas  NTS  Branch  Sales 
Cover  1 Texas  Theatres 

Dallas — An  upturn  in  equipment  sales 
is  reported  by  the  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply branch  with  seven  new  installations 
as  follows:  R&R  Texas,  Dallas,  screen; 
M.  D.  Stewart’s  Texas,  DeLeon,  screen; 
A.  R.  Rhodes,  Lone  Star,  Jasper,  change- 
able letter  sign;  L.  Fontana’s  Dreamland, 
Port  Arthur,  screen;  P.  W.  Cloud’s  Palace, 
Snyder,  marquee  letters. 

Hall  Industries’  Rialto,  Beeville,  projec- 
tors, super  bases,  arcs,  all-steel  reflectors, 
changeovers  and  sound  system;  Hall  In- 
dustries’ Rialto,  Alice,  chairs,  aluminum 
frames,  curtain  control,  changeovers,  reel 
and  alarms,  film  splicer,  modernistic 
ticket  chopper,  dimmers,  transverter, 
lenses,  automatic  rewind,  film  cabinet  and 
screen. 


0HARLES  AMOS,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount, Nashville,  is  back  on  the  job 
again  after  six  months  in  the  hospital  and 
at  home  as  the  result  of  a broken  leg 
caused  by  a fall  from  a ladder.  A first- 
floor  office,  just  off  the  lobby  entrance, 
has  been  provided  so  that  Manager  Amos 
would  not  have  to  climb  stairs  as  he  is 
still  using  crutches.  Assistant  Ben  Gar- 
rett has  carried  on  successfully  in  his  ab- 
sence. 

Elmer  Baulch,  secretary  of  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  presided  over 
the  fifth  annual  convention  of  the  South- 
eastern Shrine  Ass’n. 

Crescent  Amusement  Co.  is  going  ahead 
with  the  construction  of  a new  theatre  at 
Murfreesboro,  a contract  having  been 
awarded  to  B.  F.  Yearwood.  C.  R.  Mc- 
Cowan  is  supervising  the  work  for  Cres- 
cent. The  United  States  government  has 
asked  an  injunction  against  further  expan- 
sion of  the  Crescent  circuit,  but  this  can- 
not be  put  into  effect  until  after  the  court 
hearing,  which  cannot  be  set  imtil  Sep- 
tember 14. 

W.  F.  Ruffin,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Ruffin  Chickasaw  Amuse- 
ment companies.  West  Tennessee  and 
West  Kentucky  theatre  groups,  announces 
intention  to  erect  a house  at  Halls,  the 
tenth  in  his  circuits.  A site  has  been  do- 
nated by  the  city  and  the  theatre  is  to  be 
completed  November  1.  It  will  seat  about 
500. 

Charles  Kamin,  aged  40  years,  projec- 
tionist for  the  Palace  Theatre,  Knoxville, 
was  found  dead  recently  in  his  hotel  room. 
He  had  been  with  the  Palace  for  a year, 
coming  from  Chattanooga. 

M.  M.  Buchanan,  president  of  the  Buch- 
anan Amusement  Co.,  Memphis,  operating 
theatres  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  has 
returned  to  Memphis  from  Athens,  Ala., 
where  he  has  been  managing  the  Bama 
Theatre.  Earl  Oscar,  former  manager  of 
the  Ritz,  Atheiis,  succeeded  him  at  the 
Bama. 

The  Dayton  Theatre  management.  Day- 
ton,  announce  that  a one  cent  tax  is  be- 
ing dropped  from  the  admission  price. 
High  school  students  are  admitted  at  mat- 
inees on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  for  15 
cents. 

On  September  1 the  University  of  Ten- 
nessee began  assembling  a motion  picture 
film  library  with  O.  E.  Sams  jr.  in  charge. 
Films  will  be  available  to  public  schools 
a7id  civic  groups  for  educati07ial  programs. 
First  films  will  be  available  about  Decem- 
ber 1.  No  charge  will  be  made  for  use  of 
the  films. 

It  is  said  to  be  probable  that  Crescent 
Amusement’s  new  Belle  Meade  Theatre, 
Nashville,  soon  to  open,  will  combine 
vaudeville  with  pictures.  The  Belle  Meade 
is  a suburban  house. 


Adapt  Next  DeMille 

Hollywood — Frank  Wead  and  Alan  Le- 
may  will  adopt  “Northwest  Mounted  Po- 
lice,” Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  next  for  Para- 
mount. 


WAR  DECLARED 

ON  INFERIOR  SOUND  AND  PROJECTION 

PROJECTORS 

AND  4 STAR  SOUND 

go  over  the  top  for  big  box-office  victory 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLT  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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^HERE  has  been  quite  a sudden  change 

in  the  manner  and  attitude  of  one  of 
our  most  genial  members  of  the  Memphis 
film  colony.  “Bob”  Bostick,  branch  man- 
ager of  NTS,  it  is  understood,  is  request- 
ing all  his  friends  to  address  him  as  “Mr. 
Bostick.”  Reason:  He’s  the  daddy  of  a new 
6y2-Pound  boy  tagged  “Robert  Lee  Bos- 
tick jr.”  Both  this  young  man  and  Mrs. 
Bostick  are  getting  along  nicely. 

W.  F.  Ruffin,  president  of  the  Ruffin 
Amusement  Co.,  whose  headquarters  are  at 
Covington  Tenn.,  advises  plans  have  been 
completed  for  the  opening  of  a theatre  in 
Halls,  Tenn.  The  building,  now  under  con- 
struction, will  have  a seating  capacity  of 
300.  Tentative  opening  date  is  October  10. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this  week: 
Charles  Canfield,  McCrory,  Ark.;  C.  H. 
Collier  from  Drew;  Charles  Collier  from 
Shaw;  John  Staples  of  the  Franklin  Thea- 
tre, Piggott,  Ark.;  Hobart  Goff  of  Parsons 
and  Bruceton;  H.  C.  Langford  of  Marks, 
Miss.;  J.  W.  Crabtree  jr.  of  Clarendon; 
Whyte  Bedford  of  Hamilton,  Ala. 

The  latest  report  is  that  Adamsville, 
Tenn.,  is  to  have  a theatre.  A Mr.  Sibley 
is  erecting  a stadium-type  theatre,  which 
will  have  approximately  350  seats.  The 
theatre  will  be  ready  around  October  12 
and  the  name  of  same  will  be  determined 
by  a contest,  the  winner  to  receive  a 90-day 
pass  to  this  theatre. 

C.  F.  Bonner,  who  has  operated  the 
Community  Theatre  in  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  for 
the  past  15  years,  was  on  Pilmrow  for  the 
first  time  in  six  years.  He  took  his  son  over 
to  an  eye  specialist  while  here. 

Henry  Farmer  is  new  assistant  shipper 
at  20th-Fox,  replacing  Bud  Wallace,  re- 
signed . . . Herman  Chrisman,  Columbia’s 
up-to-the-minute  office  manager,  is  back 
at  his  desk  after  a vacation  . . . Ray  Mor- 
row, who  is  affiliated  with  Robb  & Roivley 
in  Malvern,  Ark.,  was  in  conferring  with 
their  local  booker.  However,  he  managed 
to  get  aromid  with  his  many  friends  on  the 
Row  as  this  was  his  first  trip  in  several 
months. 

Guy  Brandon  is  back  from  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  where  he  purchased  a new  “Covered 
Wagon”  trailer,  and  he  says  it  is  just  a 
matter  of  days  now  before  he  is  off  to 
Florida  with  his  family  for  a several  weeks’ 
vacation. 

An  unusual  visitor  on  the  Row  was  E.  W. 
Churchwell  of  the  Churchwell  Theatre, 
Savannah,  Tenn.  It  was  his  first  trip  here 
in  many,  many  moons  . . . Jim  Kane, 
Malco’s  city  manager  in  Conway,  and  Earl 
Vandiver  of  the  Vandiver  in  Kennett,  Mo., 
were  out-of-town  guests  at  the  Variety 
Club  luncheon,  Monday. 

T.  W.  Young,  branch  manager  of  20th- 
Fox,  together  with  his  two  salesmen,  Nat 
Wyse  and  T.  I.  (Deacon)  Baskin;  Mark 
Sheridan,  office  manager,  and  Eddie  Gib- 
bons of  the  ad  sales  department,  were  to 
go  to  New  Orleans  for  a meeting  in  con- 
nection with  the  S.  R.  Kent  drive  . . . Lyle 
Richmond  of  the  Missouri  Theatre  at  Sen- 


ath,  was  in  town  to  meet  his  wife,  who  has 
been  vacationing  for  the  past  month  in 
New  Orleans. 

O.  F.  Collins  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  at 
Paragould,  Ark.,  was  in  rearranging  book- 
ings to  include  his  Majestic  Theatre,  which 
he  is  opening  four  days  a week.  During 
the  summer,  operation  icas  confined  to 
Friday  and  Saturday  . . . Phil  Zerilla  of  the 
Rialto,  not  satisfied  with  being  a crack 
showman,  is  also  a crack  shot.  Phil  has 
held  every  big  western  Tennessee  title  dur- 
ing the  past  five  years,  and  this  week  add- 
ed to  his  list  the  Tri-States  skeet  crown, 
at  the  Memphis  Skeet  Club. 

Leonard  Andrews,  booker  for  Universal, 
is  back  at  his  desk  after  a vacation  . . . 
“Dink”  Jones,  who  operates  theatres  in 
Sheridan,  Lonoke  and  Carlisle,  Ark.,  was 
on  the  Row  for  the  first  time  in  several 
weeks.  He  just  returned  from  a vacation 
on  the  gulf  coast  with  his  wife  and  baby 
. . . Sol  Sachs,  RKO’s  district  manager, 
spent  several  days  in  Memphis  with  his 
local  manager,  A1  Avery  . . . Paul  Baron, 
Universal’s  eastern  drive  leader,  held  a 
second  meeting  here  this  week. 

G.  W.  Haynes  of  Strand  Enterprises,  Inc., 
who  operates  a chain  of  theatres  in  Arkan- 
sas, Mississippi  and  Tennessee,  advises  he 
has  closed  a long-term  lease  for  a larger 
building  for  his  theatre  in  Ripley,  Tenn. 
Remodeling  of  this  building  is  to  start 


Tribute  to  Doorman 


Miami — Returning  winter  visitors  will 
miss  a familiar  face  at  the  Capitol  Thea- 
tre this  season.  Harry  Redell,  who  has 
been  “on  the  door”  there  since  1931,  took 
his  last  bow.  His  entire  life  had  been 
spent  in  the  world  of  the  theatre.  He  had 
been  a singer,  actor,  director  and  produc- 
tion manager.  He  served  with  a Y enter- 
tainment unit  during  the  World  War. 

In  paying  tribute  to  his  late  doorman. 
Jack  Fink  quoted  one  of  Redell’s  favorite 
observations:  “The  front  of  the  theatre 
holds  up  the  building.”  He  made  a big 
job,  Fink  adds,  out  of  what  would  have 
been  regarded  and  treated  by  many  as  a 
menial  post. 


within  the  next  60  days.  He  is  installing 
all  new  equipment,  and  the  house  will  have 
approximately  400  seats.  This  building, 
located  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
square,  will  be  ultra-modern  when  com- 
pleted. He  will  continue  to  operate  in  his 
present  theatre  until  the  new  one  is  com- 
pleted. Haynes  also  has  purchased  a new 
building  in  Ridgely,  Tenn.,  and  will  en- 
large his  theatre  there.  He  is  installing  new 
equipment  and  chairs  and  hopes  to  have  a 
day-and-date  opening  of  these  new  houses. 

Johl  LeVeck,  who  owns  and  operates  the 
PTA  Theatre  at  Benoit,  Miss.,  reports  his 
projection  booth  was  damaged  by  fire  . . . 
Tate  Baker  of  Paramount  is  back  after  a 
vacation  in  Evansville,  Ind. 


^lllillllllMllllllllltllMIIMIIIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllMIIIMIIIIIIlllllllllllllllM!^ 

I Is  Your  Theatre  Comfortable?  | 

I Does  your  carpet  need  replacing — | 

I How  about  new  chairs — | 

I Are  your  lighting  fixtures  attractive — | 

I Is  your  picture  steady  on  your  screen — | 

I Could  your  screen  be  replaced  and  provide  | 

I better  projection  and  less  eye  strain — | 


You  Too  Can  Make  Your  Theatre  Comfortable 


WllbKlTN. 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4G13 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


= “Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film’’  = 

7illllllllllllllllllllllilllllllillllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll?: 
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Baxley  and  Harris  to 
Represent  “Foto-Nite'' 


JN  APPRECIATION  of  his  work  in  cheer- 
ing wounded  soldiers  brought  back  to 
hospitals  in  the  United  States  during  the 
World  War,  the  Bexar  County  Council, 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  sent  Eddie  Can- 
tor a telegram  during  his  three-day  en- 
gagement at  the  Texas  Theatre  here.  The 
message,  signed  by  Council  Commander 
B.  P.  Harris,  said  the  assembly  voted 
“thanks  for  your  fine  human  and  patriotic 
services  rendered  our  disabled  comrades.” 

Dick  Betts,  formerly  manager  of  the 
now  extinct  Paramount  Pictures  shipping 
plant  on  Soledad  St.,  has  taken  a position 
with  Interstate  circuit  here  . . . Mrs.  Dolly 
Wildenstein,  cashier  at  the  Texas  Theatre, 
has  returned  to  duty  after  vaeationing  in 
Austin  and  Waco  . . . Jack  O.  Mitchell, 
KTSA  production  director  and  announcer, 
is  the  new  emcee  on  the  “Rhythm  Riddles” 
Saturday  midnight  presentations  at  the 
Majestic  Theatre;  assisting  him  are  Lee 
Roy  Handley  and  William  Eubanks  of  the 
house  staff  . . . Charlie  Boyer  of  the  Sun- 
shine Broadcasting  Co.’s  station  here  is 
spending  his  vacation  in  the  home  town. 
Saint  Louis. 

Jack  Karmi,  general  manager  of  Karmi 
Pictures  Co.,  Hollywood,  wiU  open  a branch 
office  in  San  Antonio  for  the  outlet  of 
roadshow  productions  released  by  his  or- 
ganization. 

New  faces  seen  around  the  Joy  Theatre 
include  the  following:  Lorraine  Graves, 
chorus  girl;  Myrtle  Lee  Patton,  day 
cashier;  George  Gibson,  doorman;  Miss 
Hilda  Stone,  musical  director  and  pianist; 
Al  Perez,  drums,  and  Don  Ramirez,  sax 
player. 

Going  and  coming:  Frank  O.  Starz,  di- 
rector of  publicity  for  the  Interstate  cir- 
cuit, Dallas,  a recent  caller  at  the  local  of- 


fices; Mrs.  Oliver  B.  Thomas,  back  from  a 
short  visit  in  Houston;  Mrs.  W.  G.  Thomas 
of  Louisville,  Ky.,  will  arrive  October  1 at 
the  “Penthouse”  for  a visit  with  her  son, 
Oliver  “Buzzo”  Thomas,  manager  of  the 
State  here;  Miss  Nola  Boyd,  former  leader 
of  her  all-girl  orchestra,  has  gone  to  Hol- 
lywood for  advanced  work  in  radio  tech- 
nique and  monologues  in  which  she  now 
specializes. 

Mrs.  Stephen  Jones  of  Los  Angeles  has 
opened  the  School  of  Speech  Arts  here, 
giving  professional  training  in  radio, 
screen,  theatricals,  dramatics,  dancing  and 
voice  technique. 

Local  theatrical  groups  having  a part 
or  floats  in  the  Labor  Day  parade  here 
Monday  were  Interstate  Theatres,  Motion 
Pictures  Operators,  and  Stage  Hands 
Union,  (lATSE). 

A membership  drive  for  new  members  for 
B’nai  B’rith,  Jewish  organization,  was  in- 
augurated here  last  Sunday  with  a ban- 
quet at  the  Gunter  Hotel.  Eddie  Cantor 
was  guest  of  honor  and  principal  speaker. 

In  observance  of  Labor  Day,  the  Azteca 
Films  office  and  the  Independent  Film  Ex- 
change and  Supply  Co.,  San  Antonio’s  only 
two  picture  exchanges,  were  closed  Mon- 
day. 

As  part  of  KTSA’s  news  bureau  service 
to  the  public,  highlights  of  the  European 
crisis  were  broadcast  at  the  Majestic  Thea- 
tre Sunday  between  shows.  The  audiences 
applauded  when  the  announcer  mentioned 
names  of  the  Allies  and  their  victories, 
and  booed  when  informed  of  Hitler’s 
bombings  of  unprotected  Polish  towns. 
This  Interstate  house  will  continue  to  give 
first-hand  news  flashes  during  the  dura- 
tion of  the  conflict  in  Europe. 


Dallas — Pete  (Fay)  Barnes,  the  owner 
of  copyrights,  says  that  Lou  Baxley  and 
Buddy  Harris  are  to  act  as  distributing 
representatives  for  “Foto-Nite”  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  Dallas,  New  Orleans,  Atlanta, 
Charlotte,  Memphis,  Oklahoma  City,  Den- 
ver and  Kansas  City. 

The  deal  with  Barnes  was  negotiated 
during  recent  days  by  Baxley,  who  last 
week  carried  the  announcement  that  he 
was  all  set  with  Interstate,  Texas  Consoli- 
dated, Griffith,  Robb  & Rowley,  Arkansas 
Amusement  Co.,  and  many  independent 
theatres. 

Barnes  said  he  has  closed  a contract 
with  Oscar  Hansen  for  distribution  of 
“Poto-Nite”  throughout  Canada. 


gEVERLY  BROWN,  who  has  been  di- 
recting WWL’s  summer  theatre  of  the 
air,  will  produce  “East  Lynne”  beginning 
September  20  with  former  members  of  the 
Federal  Theatre  Project  comprising  the 
cast. 

Jeff  Rebstick,  exhibitor  at  Golden  Mea- 
dows, La.,  will  open  a house  at  Norco,  La., 
and  a Negro  house  at  St.  Martinville,  La. 

Harry  Mendelson,  well-known  orchestra 
leader,  is  mourning  the  loss  of  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Mathilde  Mendelson,  who  died  after 
a short  illness. 

Vincent  Callahan,  manager  of  broad- 
casting station  WWL,  has  resigned  to  take 
a similar  position  in  Boston.  A.  J.  Cum- 
mings is  temporary  head. 

It  is  possible  the  New  Orleans  the- 
atres will  observe  two  Thanksgiving  days — 
the  23rd  and  30th  of  November,  or  rather 
turkeys  will  be  given  away  for  two  weeks 
instead  of  one  as  formerly  . , . Bessie 
Shields,  for  the  past  two  years  director  of 
publicity  for  the  Federal  Theatre  Project 
— now  defunct,  has  accepted  the  position 
of  director  of  publicity  for  the  Actors’  and 
Theatre  Writers,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  in 
New  York  City. 

The  local  office  of  Boxoffice,  J.  W. 
Leigh,  correspondent,  has  been  moved  from 
1509  Bodenger  Blvd.  to  1136  Behrman  Ave. 

Saengers  and  Affiliated  have  signed  for 
the  complete  line-up  of  Republic  pictures 
for  123  houses  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Florida.  Leo  Seicshnaydre, 
local  manager  for  Republic,  assisted  in 
the  transaction  which  was  signed  in  this 
city. 

A horse  show  will  be  staged  October  29 
at  Jackson  Barracks.  The  Louisiana  Na- 
tional Guard  is  sponsoring  the  event  . . . 
The  Louisiana  State  Fair  will  be  held  in 
Shreveport  October  21  to  30,  inclusive 
. . . Mayor  Robert  Maestri  has  been  made 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Musicians 
Union,  174,  AFL. 

Warren  Sales  of  the  Garden  Theatre, 
an  uptown  institution,  always  stands  at 
the  door  greeting  his  patrons  as  they  en- 
ter. 


G€T  PCRSonni 

WIT4I  Youn  PATRnns,  iik». 

VlfUGRAPHIE  I^TRAILERf 


Made  up  to  your  own  individual  copy  with  ap- 
propriate and  original  ideas  that  will  appeal  to 
your  particular  locality  and  patronage. 


Present  Your  Screen  Announcements  Effectively 
With  u Da'ih  of  l»cal  Color  and  Originality. 
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J^ORRIS  LOEWENSTEIN,  head  of  the 

■''Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  America,  has  just  received  a letter 
from  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  prexy,  stat- 
ing that  plans  for  holding  the  MPTOA 
convention  in  San  Francisco  this  year  have 
been  abandoned  due  to  present  labor  con- 
ditions in  the  industry  on  the  West  Coast. 
Morris  also  informs  us  that  San  Fran- 
cisco will  probably  have  the  1940  or  1941 
convention  and  that  St.  Louis,  among  a 
number  of  other  mid-western  cities,  in- 
cluding Detroit,  is  now  under  considera- 
tion for  the  1939  convention  which  may  be 
held  in  October. 

Mrs.  Max  Brock  and  son  in  town  from 
Lawton  as  Max  leaves  his  theatre  for  a day 
to  attend  to  state  business.  Max  is  a 
member  of  the  state  welfare  commission. 

Your  correspondent  asked  his  KOCY 
listeners  what  stories  they  would  like  to 
see  made  into  a picture,  similar  to  the 
“Wizard  of  Oz”  that  is,  with  most  choices 
being  for  “Cinderella,”  “Alice  in  Wonder- 
land” and  more  of  the  Oz  stories.  Many 
suggested  “Pinnochio”  and  “Gulliver’s 
Travels”  as  a good  story  material  for  films. 
Won’t  they  be  surprised  how  quick  the 
films  can  take  up  a fan’s  suggestion? 

T.  B.  Noble  jr.  off  with  his  double-bar- 
reled shotgun  the  first  day  of  the  dove  sea- 
son. So  were  most  of  the  boys  in  the  film 
business  here. 

George  Sumner,  corresponding  secre- 
tary of  Allied,  has  moved  his  offices  to 
Shawnee,  Okla.,  from  which  city  he  is 
now  conducting  his  theatre  supply  busi- 
ness as  well  as  conducting  Allied  affairs. 

Bob  Gallman,  recently  manger  of  the 
Fix  Theatre,  up  and  around  after  a hernia 
operation  in  St.  Anthony’s  Hospital.  Feel- 
ing chipper,  too. 

Judge  A.  P.  Murrah  back  in  town  after 
his  vacation — which  means  action  in  the 
Momand  anti-trust  suits  . . . And  Judge 
Edgar  S.  Vaught  is  due  back  any  day  so 
we  may  look  forward  to  immediate  action 
in  the  other  federal  district  court  here 
on  the  department  of  justice  suit  against 
the  Griffith  companies. 

Sam  Caporal  getting  set  to  do  a lot  of 
remodeling  on  his  Yale  Theatre  here  in 
Capitol  Hill.  We  understand  a new  mar- 
quee, front  and  Neon  sign  are  set  for  the 
outside. 

Naturally  all  Filmrow  is  talking  at  great 
length  about  the  European  war  situation; 
with  those  boys  holding  reserve  commis- 
sions wondering  “if  and  when”  very  seri- 
ously. 

Luther  Groves  set  to  open  his  new  Villa 
Theatre  at  23rd  and  Villa  Sts.  sometime 
within  the  next  week  or  two.  Now  com- 
pleting installation  of  equipment. 

Applications  are  now  being  taken  for 
memberships  in  the  new  tent  of  the  Variety 
Club  here.  We  understand  the  penthouse 
of  the  Black  Hotel  has  been  set  as  club 


Opens  New  House — 

One  of  the  newest  of  local  suburban 
theatres  is  Cecil  Davis’  Coronado  The- 
atre, northeast  of  Oklahoma  City, 
which  has  just  been  opened.  Shown 
above  are  Davis,  left,  and  J.  Eldon 
Peak,  head  of  the  Oklahoma  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  which  furnished  equipment 
for  the  house.  Picture  was  taken  by 
RCA’s  Don  Davis. 


headquarters  and  no  better  spot  in  the 
village  could  be  found  for  that  purpose. 

“The  Wizard  of  Oz’’  came  close  to  set- 
ting an  opening  day  record  at  the  Criter- 
ion, coming  within  a few  dollars  of  “Jesse 
James’’  opening  day. 

State  Theatre  will  be  back  on  its  single 
bill  policy  within  the  next  few  weeks.  Has 
been  operating  on  double-bill  two-change 
per  week  schedule. 

Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State  Theatre  man- 
ager, contemplating  the  fall  suit-buying 
season.  Bob  held  last  year’s  record  for 
new  suits;  competition  threatens  this  year 
from  several  sources  however. 

The  Filmrow  bowling  league  is  getting 
off  to  a big  start  with  interest  greater 
than  any  other  sports  competition  framed 
up  on  the  Row  in  many  a moon. 


Opens  in  Maben,  Miss. 

Maben,  Miss. — J.  D.  Courtney,  formerly 
of  Rosedale,  Miss.,  has  opened  the  349-seat 
Maben  Theatre  here.  A balcony  seats  75 
persons. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1913%  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BmMINGHAM,  ALA. 


ID)  A IIL  IIL  A ^ 

(Continued  from  page  71) 
don  recently,  was  in  town  with  his  right 
hand  man,  Lee  Bell,  and  set  in  many  new 
dates.  Mulkey  was  presented  with  a hand- 
some office  token  as  appreciation  from 
those  who  made  the  trip  west.  W.  J. 
(Dutch)  Cammer,  Monogram  booker,  took 
up  the  funds  and  make  the  presentation. 

C.  D.  Touchon,  United  Artists  auditor, 
has  arrived  in  town  for  a scrutiny  of 
the  Dallas  branch  books.  Charley  goes 
way  back  to  the  time  when  features  be- 
came popular  in  Texas.  He  knows  many 
film  and  theatre  men  and  has  many  friends 
in  the  southwest. 

J.  M.  Langston,  who  lives  at  Broaddus. 
Tex.,  is  opening  a new  show  at  Kountze, 
according  to  information  received  by  ex- 
changes. The  house  will  seat  400  and  be 
open  within  30  days. 

There  was  a special  and  astute  occasion 
at  the  Peak  Theatre  recently.  P.  G.  Cam- 
eron said  that  a woman,  probably  70 
years  old,  saw  her  first  talking  picture  a 
Sunday  or  two  ago.  The  singular  patron, 
was  shown  every  consideration.  She  en- 
joyed the  picture  and  it  was  believed  a 
regular  patron  had  been  won  over  to  the 
cause. 

E.  B.  Whorton  was  in  town  putting 
through  final  plans  for  reopening  of  the 
Rule  Theatre  at  Rule,  damaged  by  fire 
early  this  summer.  Whorton  said  it  would 
be  only  a few  days  before  his  theatre  again 
became  an  account  for  distributors  and 
equipment  houses. 

A Mr.  Wilkes  of  Conroe  is  building  a 
new  show  at  Willis,  seven  miles  north  of 
town.  The  capacity  is  250,  according  to 
information  gathered  on  the  Row. 

Lutzer  Bros.,  Dave  and  Jake,  announce 
a new  theatre  for  Nocona,  Tex.,  imme- 
diately. The  Lutzers  with  associate  Joe 
Vaughn,  have  operated  in  Nocona  for  the 
past  few  years.  Last  spring  or  winter 
there  was  a fire,  and  that  location  was 
not  renewed.  The  company  maintained  a 
second  house  during  the  interim.  Now  the 
Lutzers  are  building  a modern,  streamlined 
theatre  for  the  town. 


Buys  "Tugboat  Annie"  Series 

Hollywood — Warner  has  purchased  the 
screen  rights  to  the  “Tugboat  Annie”  short 
story  series  by  Norman  Reilly  Raine.  The 
series  will  be  produced  by  Bryan  Foy,  with 
May  Robson  in  the  title  role  and  Alan 
Hale  in  the  leading  supporting  part. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  • 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IltE  ILATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

310  H.  St.  N.  VV.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 
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Gulliver  and  Popeye  Are 
Sent  to  See  the  World 

Miami — Plans  for  a dummy  reception,  a 
double  dummy  reception,  to  be  exact,  are 
among  the  exciting  activities  centering 
these  days  around  the  office  of  W.  E. 
Bradford,  special  Paramount  publicity  rep- 
resentative assigned  to  the  Max  Fleischer 
studios  for  concentrated  exploitation  of 
the  full  length  animated  Technicolor  fea- 
ture, “Gulliver’s  Travels.” 

The  dummies  referred  to  are  life-sized 
figures  of  Gulliver  and  Popeye  who  will  be 
started  on  their  transcontinental  air  tour 
by  the  time  this  appears  in  print.  The 
squint-eyed  sailor  is  chaperoning  Gulliver 
on  his  trip  to  Miami  where  the  latter  is 
to  fulfill  a film  contract!  At  some  30  cities 
en  route  the  dummies  will  be  ceremoniously 
presented  to  the  mayors  to  whom  they 
will  extend  invitations  to  Gulliver’s  “big 
show.” 

A flood,  no  less,  of  cleverly  gagged  glos- 
sies is  pouring  out  of  Hollywood  from  the 
negatives  being  sent  on  from  Miami  by 
Bradfield.  Principals  in  the  first  of  these 
pictures  have  been  the  two  Miamians  who 
have  modeled  for  the  figures  and  voices 
of  Gulliver  and  Princess  Glory,  Sam  Parker 
and  Lovinia  (Lovey)  Warren.  Picture  plans 
call  for  the  making  of  at  least  600  gag 
stills  against  the  Miami  background. 


A Successor  by  Fleischer 
To  "Gulliver  s Travels" 

Miami — Highly  satisfied  with  the  first 
color  rushes  on  Paramount’s  “Gulliver’s 
Travels,”  Max  Fleischer  will  start  soon  on 
a second  full-length  cartoon  feature  to  be 
made  as  a successor  to  the  screen  version 
of  the  Jonathan  Swift  satire. 

Fleischer’s  corps  of  readers  was  directed 
to  comb  the  field  of  fantasy  for  a suitable 
story.  Some  of  the  script  writers  were  put 
at  work  making  rough  outlines  of  adapta- 
tions of  stories  listed  by  Fleischer. 

More  than  700  artists  are  working  at 
present  on  “Gulliver’s  Travels,”  which  is 
now  in  the  final  stages  of  production. 

Florala  Manager  s Berth 
For  A,  T,  Vinson  jr. 

Opelika,  Ala. — A.  T.  Vinson  jr.,  who  for 
the  past  four  years  has  been  connected 
with  the  Martin  Theatre  here  as  assistant 
manager,  has  been  promoted  to  manager 
of  the  Strand,  another  Martin  house,  at 
Florala,  Ala. 


Dixie  Doin' s 

By  “AL”  HENDERSON 

gTOPPED  and  chatted  recently  with  Mar- 
garet Higganbotham,  wife  of  Senator 
Gene  Higganbotham  at  Hardy,  Ark.,  and 
was  informed  that  she  is  increasing  her 
string  of  houses  with  the  addition  of  Calico 
Rock.,  Ark.  Much  luck  to  her  in  the 
new  venture.  Margaret  was  formerly  Mrs. 
Harkey. 


The  writer  visited  the  new  theatre  just 
erected  at  Mountain  Home,  Ark.,  by  Her- 
bert Evans  of  Harrison.  The  new  house, 
known  as  the  Evans,  is  certainly  one  sweet 
theatre  and  a credit  to  the  town. 


Stopped  by  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  for  a visit 
with  our  good  friend  Paul  Jones  (not 
any  kin  of  the  famous  sailor)  and  found 
he  was  taking  a well-earned  vacation  at 
Greenville,  Miss.,  with  his  parents.  Paul 
is  city  manager  for  Malco  at  Pine  Bluff 
and  during  his  absence  the  work  is  being 
carried  on  by  his  assistant,  John  McLeod. 
Hope  you  had  a swell  time,  Paul. 


Called  around  at  the  Alamo  to  say  hello 
to  Buster  Clark  and  was  informed  he  had 
brought  the  young  Mr.  Clark  home  and 
that  the  operation  the  baby  had  undergone 
at  Memphis  apparently  was  a complete 
success.  Here’s  hoping  that  Mrs.  Clark 
and  Buster  have  no  further  trouble  with 
their  youngster. 


We  hear  that  a new  theatre  was  going 
into  the  town  of  Rison,  Ark.,  but  when  we 
called  around  there  all  we  could  find  out 
was  that  a building  had  been  leased  for 
a theatre  by  some  woman  but  there  were 
no  indications  that  it  would  begin  opera- 
tion at  any  early  date. 


It  appears  that  Maurice  Barr,  city  man- 
ager for  Saenger  at  Shreveport,  is  on  the 
road  to  recovery  after  the  operation  that 
took  him  to  New  Orleans  for  an  indefinite 
time.  He  soon  will  be  able  to  resume  his 
duties. 


Paid  a visit  to  Mrs.  Mark  Atwood,  op- 
erator of  the  Amusu  at  Fordyce,  Ark.,  and 
asked  about  the  rumors  that  K.  Lee  Wil- 
liams had  purchased  her  theatre.  She 
advises  that  though  they  have  been  ne- 
gotiating for  some  time  the  actual  trans- 
fer to  Williams  has  not  taken  place  and 
that  she  is  still  operating  the  Amusu. 
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Brief  Improvement 
Is  One  Reaction 

By  MILTON  GALBRAITH 

Toronto — Strange  calmness  and  an  air 
of  businesslike  confidence  pervaded  the 
Canadian  scene  as  news  of  developments 
floated  across  the  Atlantic,  an  attitude  of 
relief  being  in  evidence  with  the  realiza- 
tion that  the  hour  of  showdown  was  at 
hand.  Certain  persons  went  about  the 
process  of  making  warlike  preparations  for 
an  unseen  and  unknown  enemy  but  the 
remainder  of  the  population  merely  view- 
ed with  passing  curiosity  the  presence  of 
sentries,  guards  and  the  occasional  ap- 
pearance of  marching  troops. 

Metropolitan  newspapers  rolled  off  spec- 
ial editions  at  frequent  intervals  and  with 
censorship  of  the  radio  being  applied  by 
the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  by  the 
blanking  out  of  newscasts  from  United 
States’  sources,  the  people  merely  turned 
the  dial  of  their  receiving  sets  to  listen  to 
the  broadcasts  from  powerful  American 
stations.  The  wireless  facsimile  equipment 
which  had  been  installed  for  demonstra- 
tion purposes  at  the  Canadian  National 
Exhibition,  Toronto,  was  put  to  practical 
use  by  the  distribution  of  facsimile  bulle- 
tins at  the  grounds.  Crowds  continued  to 
flock  to  the  annual  exhibition  and  the 
attendance  for  the  first  week  was  above 
that  of  1938. 

Business  showed  improvement  at  the 
theatres  and  there  was  an  indication  that 
the  Canucks  were  turning  to  amusements 
and  recreation  to  forget  Europe,  leaving 
the  Empire  leaders  to  figure  out  the  course 
of  action  to  which  full  support  would  even- 
tually be  given.  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  held  a directors’  meeting  after 
which  the  announcement  was  made  that 
the  usual  dividend  of  25  cents  for  the  sec- 
ond quarter  of  1939  would  be  paid  to  com- 
mon shareholders  on  September  30.  The 
circuit  proceeded  with  its  special  man- 
agers’ bonus  contest  for  the  three  months 
ending  November  30  and  with  its  arrange- 
ments for  general  exploitation  campaign 
for  the  fall  season. 

The  usual  Sunday  midnight  shows  be- 
fore the  Labor  Day  holiday  were  held  with 
satisfactory  attendance,  several  new  thea- 
tres were  opened  on  schedule  and  the  few 
theatres  that  had  been  dark  during  the 
summer  were  re-opened.  Censors  were 
working  out  the  details  for  control  of 
press,  screen,  radio  and  public  gatherings 
and  Soviet  pictures  were  conspicuous  by 
their  absence,  the  Ontario  Board  of  Mov- 
ing Picture  Censors  having  clamped  down 
on  Russian  releases  several  weeks  ago. 
There  was  little  or  no  change  in  commo- 
dity prices  and  the  stock  exchanges  re- 
flected the  confidence  of  the  people.  No 
one  knew  what  the  future  held  for  them 
but  the  idea  seemed  to  be  that  nobody 
cared  a damn. 


Harold  Bremner  Dead 

Montreal — Harold  Bremner,  43,  for 
many  years  a well  known  figure  in  thea- 
trical and  entertainment  circles  here,  died 
suddenly  at  Pine  Hill,  Quebec. 


War  Bulletin  Board 

Developments  along  the  industry  front  in  Canada  in  the  wake  of  the  war  in 
Europe  are  as  follows: 

(1)  Clare  Moyer  of  the  federal  civil  service  and  a former  newspaperman,  has 
been  appointed  moving  picture  censor  for  Canada  under  the  war  measures  act. 
He  headquarters  in  Ottawa. 

(2)  Chairman  O.  J.  Silverthorne  of  the  Ontario  censor  board  has  with- 
drawn RKO's  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell"  and  Paramount's  “Beau  Geste"  for  further  re- 
vision and  announces  a permanent  ban  on  European  films  with  the  exception  of 
French  and  British  productions. 

(3)  Large  Toronto  theatres  are  taking  precautions  against  sabotage  by  placing 
watchmen  at  the  houses.  Attendance,  for  the  present,  has  dropped. 

(4)  The  Hon.  H.  C.  Nixon  of  the  Ontario  government  states  that  there  is  at  present 
no  intention  to  revive  the  amusement  tax  which  was  created  by  the  province  in  the 
last  war,  nor  have  any  restrictions  on  the  operation  of  theatres  been  proposed. 

(5)  Exhibitors  are  asking  exchanges  for  comedy  features.  There  is  no  rush 
for  war  pictures.  Newsreels  are  being  closely  censored  under  a coordinated  plan 
for  federal  and  provincial  censorship. 


Trade  Pickup  Now;  War  Tension  Hurting 

Later  Uncertain  Canadian  Grosses 


By  BEN  LEPKIN 

Winnipeg  — The  long-awaited  opening 
of  the  fall  season  is  now  underway  with 
first-run  houses  playing  the  choice  of  the 
current  crop  of  films. 

Business  is  picking  up  after  the  mid- 
summer slump,  but  an  unexpected  factor 
to  cope  with  has  arisen  in  the  shape  of  the 
war  in  Europe. 

With  England  at  war,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  British  Empire  will  be  involved  in 
some  form  or  another.  This  element  of 
direct  participation  has  brought  about  a 
state  of  great  tension  in  the  city,  possibly 
of  a kind  greater  than  that  which  exists 
across  the  border  where  engagement  in  any 
war  is  not  so  certain  an  outcome.  The  ef- 
fects have  been  very  evident  here. 

It  is  reported  on  excellent  authority  that 
the  night  when  the  Russo-German  pact 
was  announced,  about  two  weeks  ago,  busi- 
ness immediately  fell  off.  One  chain  of 
theatres  reported  a 30  per  cent  drop  in 
business  that  night.  Radio  news  reports 
are  keeping  potential  film  patrons  tied  to 
their  radios. 

All  houses  in  the  city  have  been  giving 
prominence  to  the  news  reels  and  featur- 
ing up-to-date  accounts  of  the  trend  of 
affairs  in  Europe  and  at  home. 

Considerable  interest  is  being  displayed 
as  to  the  future  of  the  films  with  regard  to 
such  matters  as  the  effect  of  censorship 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  British  films 
in  the  future. 


Independents  Hold 
First  Convention 

Toronto — The  first  Canadian  conven- 
tion of  independents,  held  here  Sep- 
tember 7,  to  deal  with  clearance  griev- 
ances, met  with  Choirman  K.  O.  Scott 
of  the  anti-protection  league  of  Can- 
ada. The  session  was  held  behind 
closed  doors. 


By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Montreal — The  international  crisis  had 
the  effect  which  any  form  of  public 
excitement  always  has,  of  diverting  pub- 
lic attention  from  amusements.  Audiences 
diminished,  and  there  were  signs  of  a swing 
towards  wartime  films  as  “Confessions  of 
a Nazi  Spy.” 

Restlessness  pervaded  the  spirit  of  the 
populace,  and  crowds  took  to  roving  the 
streets,  scanning  the  newspaper  bulletins, 
or  buying  the  newspaper  extras  and  read- 
ing them  in  restaurants. 

The  radio,  with  its  constant  succession 
of  news  bulletins  and  broadcasts  from  the 
warring  capitals,  kept  thousands  of  people 
at  home  who  might  have  been  cinema 
patrons,  and  managers  were  somewhat 
doleful  over  diminishing  receipts. 

In  Montreal,  as  in  other  Canadian  cities, 
many  young  men  were  drilling  at  the 
armories  instead  of  taking  their  girl 
friends  to  a show,  and  hundreds  of  youths 
thronged  the  headquarters  of  the  various 
militia  regiments,  eager  to  enlist.  As  a re- 
sult, it  was  noticed  that  there  has  been 
for  the  past  week  a larger  number  of  girls 
going  alone  or  in  pairs  or  groups  to  the 
theatres. 

News  that  the  British  government  has 
empowered  the  police  to  stop  public  meet- 
ings or  assemblies  and  close  motion  pic- 
ture houses  and  theatres,  caused  specula- 
tion among  Canadian  theatre  managers 
as  to  whether  or  when  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment would  follow  suit. 

Among  uses  to  which  the  theatres  may 
be  put  under  British  enactments  is 
the  provision  of  refuges  in  case  of  bomb- 
ing raids.  Police  have  power  to  take  over 
any  building  or  cellar  for  that  purpose. 
During  the  last  war,  Canada  was  never  in 
any  danger  of  air  raids,  but  the  increased 
range  of  planes  has  made  it  necessary  for 
Canadians  to  envisage  that  possibility. 


To  Adapt  Navy  Yarn 

Hollywood  — “Sweetheart  of  Turret 
One,”  a navy  story  by  Frank  Wead,  will  be 
adapted  for  Producer  Samuel  Goldwyn  by 
Frederick  Hazlitt  Brennan. 
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National  Film  Board 
Appointments  Made 

Ottawa — Although  intimation  had  come 
from  government  sources  that  the  organi- 
zation of  the  proposed  national  film  board 
of  the  Dominion  had  been  postponed  be- 
cause of  the  unsettled  international  situa- 
tion, upon  which  hinged  the  decision  to 
hold  federal  elections  this  fall,  announce- 
ment immediately  followed  by  Hon.  W.  D. 
Euler,  minister  of  trade  and  commerce, 
of  the  appsintment  of  six  members  of  the 
board,  none  of  whom  is  actively  identified 
with  the  recognized  film  business  n Can- 
ada, who  are  expected  to  select  a national 
film  commissioner  as  the  chief  paid  execu- 
tive official  of  the  commission. 

Those  appointed,  who  are  not  members 
of  the  civil  service,  are:  Walter  C.  Murray 
of  Saskatoon,  a college  professor,  director 
of  the  National  Film  Society  and  described 
as  president  of  the  Canadian  Film  Co.; 
C.  G.  Cowan  of  Ottawa,  vice-president  of 
the  National  Film  Society  and  an  official 
of  the  British-American  Bank  Note  Co., 
and  Edmond  Turcotte,  French-Canadian 
newspaperman  of  Montreal. 

The  three  civil  servants  appointed  to 
the  board  are  J.  G.  Parmelee,  deputy  mini- 
ster of  the  department  of  trade  and  com- 
merce; R.  S.  Hamer  of  the  department  of 
agriculture,  and  Col.  V.  I.  Smart,  deputy 
minister  of  the  department  of  transnort, 
all  of  Ottawa. 

Enquiries  among  film  exchanges  orought 
no  information  regarding  the  Canadian 
Film  Co.,  of  which  Professor  Murray  is 
listed  as  president,  and  film  trade  officials 
were  apparently  unaware  of  its  existence 
except  in  the  possibility  that  it  is  to  be 
associated  with  the  National  Film  Society. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  board  under  the 
act  passed  at  the  session  of  Canadian 
Parliament  last  spring  is  very  comprehen- 
sive and  considerable  has  obviously  been 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  board  itself.  No 
names  have  been  mentioned  as  the  pros- 
pective national  film  commissioner  who 
would  occupy  a post  similar  to  that  of  the 
general  manager  of  the  Canadian  Broad- 
casting Corp.,  which  now  controls  all 
broadcasting  in  the  Dominion. 

The  feeling  prevails  that,  with  European 
developments  making  it  improbable  that 
the  Canadian  elections  could  be  held  this 
fall,  the  government  proceeded  with  the 
setting  up  of  the  new  board  to  which  op- 
position members  in  the  Canadian  Com- 
mons took  objection  when  the  bill  was  be- 
ing debated.  A change  in  government 
might  have  meant  the  discarding  of  plans 
for  the  national  film  board. 

Contract  Let  by  Warren 
For  House  in  Alberni 

Alberni,  B.  C. — A contract  has  been  let 
by  H.  E.  Warren,  operator  of  the  Capitol, 
Port  Alberni,  for  the  erection  of  a thea- 
tre here.  The  cost  of  the  building  is  said 
to  be  $10,000,  to  which  will  be  added  the 
cost  of  decoration,  equipment  and  seating. 

It  will  be  of  heavy  mill  construction 
with  a seating  capacity  for  350  covering  an 
area  of  44x80  feet,  and  is  scheduled  to 
open  by  the  end  of  November. 


His  a Big  Job — 

One  who  has  done  a big  job  is  Capt. 
Frank  C.  Badgley,  M.  C.,  director  of 
the  Canadian  government  motion  pic- 
ture bureau,  Ottatoa,  in  organizing  and 
directing  the  motion  picture  arrange- 
ments throughout  Canada  for  the  tour 
of  King  George  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
through  a pool  with  the  major  news- 
reel companies  of  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  Great  Britain.  The  exteii- 
sive  work  will  not  be  completed  until 
he  has  edited  a feature-length  pic- 
torial record  of  the  Royal  Visit  for 
release  to  theatres  in  the  fall.  Former 
newspaperman,  Capt.  Badgley  was  ap- 
pointed director  of  the  Bureau  in  1927 
after  he  had  gained  film  experience  in 
studios  at  New  York.  He  is  president 
of  the  Red  Chevron  Club  of  Ottawa 
which  is  restricted  to  those  who  en- 
listed in  the  First  CaJiadian  Contin- 
gent in  the  Great  War  during  which 
he  served  as  an  officer  with  distinc- 
tion, whining  the  Military  Cross  for 
bravery  under  fire. 


Television  Displays  an 
Attraction  at  Fair 

Toronto — Along  with  increased  employ- 
ment of  motion  pictures  at  this  year’s 
Canadian  National  Exhibition  in  Toronto, 
interest  was  aroused  in  a display  of  the 
RCA-Victor  company  in  conjunction  with 
the  RCA-Victor  television  demonstration, 
wireless  facsimile  and  wirephoto  booths. 

The  separate  exhibit  included  the  lat- 
est type  of  equipment  for  theatre  use,  such 
as  an  amplifier,  speakers  and  record -re- 
producing machines.  This  was  practically 
the  first  time  that  sotmd  equipment  had 
been  placed  on  display  at  the  Toronto 
fair. 

Still  another  film  presentation  at  the 
C.  N.  E.,  in  addition  to  two  different  fea- 
ture-length pictures  of  the  Royal  Tour 
the  hourly  screening  of  the  March  of  Time 
release,  “The  Refugee”  and  various  other 
instructional  shorts,  was  a film  dealing 
with  the  Moral  Rearmament  rallies  in 
New  York  City  and  Los  Angeles,  released 
by  Positive  Productions.  This  was  shown 
in  the  new  open-air  moving  picture 
theatre. 


New  Openings  Led  by 
Stevens'  Sudbury 

Toronto — The  most  important  of  new 
theatres  which  have  been  opened  in  Can- 
ada at  the  inauguration  of  the  fall  and 
winter  season  was  the  Regent  at  Sudbury, 
in  the  mining  country  of  northern  Ontario, 
by  R.  G.  Stevens,  veteran  independent  ex- 
hibitor of  that  city.  The  Regent,  which 
has  been  under  construction  for  the  past 
four  months,  replaces  the  theatre  of  the 
same  name  and  is  much  larger  than  the 
original  structure. 

Mr.  Stevens  also  operates  Regent  thea- 
tres at  Creighton  Mine  and  Sturgeon  Falls 
in  the  North  Country. 

Another  new  house,  which  opened  Sep- 
temper  2,  is  the  Palace  at  Galt,  Ont.,  which 
is  being  operated  by  Harry  Martin,  inde- 
pendent exhibitor. 

The  construction  department  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has  made  ar- 
rangements for  the  installation  of  an  air- 
conditioning  plant  in  the  Capitol  Theatre 
at  Prince  Rupert,  of  which  D.  G.  Borland 
is  manager. 

Work  is  progressing  on  the  erection  of 
the  Pylon  Theatre,  College  Street,  Toronto, 
under  the  direction  of  the  owners,  Ray 
Lewis  and  E.  Sterling  of  Toronto.  A unique 
feature  of  this  theatre  is  a cement  block 
bearing  the  footprint  of  Anna  Neagle, 
British  screen  star,  who  made  the  impres- 
sion during  her  recent  visit  to  Canada. 


New  Duties  Are  Stacked 
Before  Col.  John  Cooper 

Toronto — In  addition  to  his  duties  as 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Distribu- 
tors of  Canada,  Col.  John  A.  Cooper  has 
been  busy  as  an  executive  officer  of  the 
Red  Cross  Society  of  Canada  in  the  or- 
ganization of  details  in  preparation  for 
war.  As  officer-commanding  the  Cana- 
dian Buffs  Battalion  on  the  Western  Front 
for  many  months  during  the  Great  War 
and  as  a former  officer  of  the  Queen’s  Own 
Rifles  of  Canada,  Colonel  Cooper  has  also 
received  many  calls  with  respect  to  war 
veterans’  activities  during  these  eventful 
days. 

On  top  of  these  features,  it  is  expected 
that  the  Dominion  government  will  look 
to  Colonel  Cooper  for  the  mobilization  of 
theatre  facilities  and  the  organization  of 
film  resources  in  the  patriotic  cause. 


Ontario  Passes  "Geste" 
Despite  Ban  in  Quebec 

Toronto — Despite  the  action  of  Herve 
Roche,  new  chairman  of  the  Quebec  board 
of  moving  picture  censors,  in  condemning 
the  new  version  of  “Beau  Geste”  at  the 
request  of  the  French  consulate,  the  ban 
applying  to  the  province  of  Quebec,  the 
feature  has  been  approved  by  the  Ontario 
censors  without  question. 

The  first  presentation  was  at  a special 
midnight  show  in  the  Uptown  Theatre  here 
under  the  direction  of  Manager  Fred  Tre- 
bUcock. 
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A Managers'  Contest 
Launched  by  F-P 

Toronto — The  special  managers’  bonus 
contest  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
has  become  effective  across  the  Dominion 
for  the  13-week  period  closing  November 
30  on  a weekly  profit  quota  basis  for  cash 
prizes  totaling  $5,000,  these  being  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  annual  bonus,  the  in- 
dividual quotas  being  figured  on  the  com- 
parisons with  the  corresponding  period  of 
1938.  All  theatres  have  been  listed  in  six 
groups  with  a regional  first  prize  of  $200 
in  each  instance,  the  second  prize  being 
$100,  the  maximum  zone  total  to  be  $475. 

Additional  cash  prizes  make  it  possible 
for  a manager  to  win  an  aggregate  of 
$850  in  cash,  the  special  awards  including 
$50  in  each  group  for  the  theatre  showing 
the  greatest  increase  in  attendance,  a sim- 
ilar prize  of  $50  for  the  most  economical 
operation  of  a theatre,  prizes  of  $25  for 
the  best  exploitation  campaigns  and  $500 
to  the  district  manager  whose  group  makes 
the  best  record,  with  $200  to  the  second 
district  manager. 

The  managers  of  ace  houses  who  will 
fight  it  out  in  Group  “A”  are:  C.  T.  Spen- 
cer, Capitol,  and  George  Stroud,  Palace, 
of  Hamilton,  Ont.;  T.  R.  Tubman,  Capitol, 
Ottawa:  T.  S.  Daley,  Imperial,  Fred  Tre- 
bilcock.  Uptown,  and  Walter  Graydon, 
Hippodrome,  Toronto;  R.  Mitcheltree, 
Capitol,  Calgary;  Walter  P.  Wilson,  Capi- 
tol, Edmonton;  M.  S.  Joiner,  Capitol,  and 

I.  F.  Ackery,  Orpheum,  Vancouver;  Don 
Gauld,  Metropolitan,  and  Harold  A.  Bis- 
hop, Capitol,  Winnipeg. 

Group  “B”  comprises:  A.  E.  Moule,  Capi- 
tol, Brantford;  Leonard  Bishop,  Tivoli, 
Hamilton;  Ernie  Smithies,  Capitol,  King- 
ston; P.  Valliere,  Capitol,  Quebec;  Walter 
H.  Golding,  Capitol,  St.  John;  D.  Krendel, 
Tivoli,  Toronto;  W.  V.  Novak,  Capitol, 
Regina;  C.  E.  Doctor,  Dominion,  Van- 
couver; R.  S.  Roddick,  Capitol,  Halifax; 
W.  K.  Trudell,  Capitol,  London;  Angelo 
Stevens,  Regent,  Ottawa;  S.  Scott,  Capitol, 
Sudbury;  Robert  Knevels,  Capitol,  Wind- 
sor; Pete  D.  Egan,  Palace,  Calgary;  J.  R. 
Muir,  Strand,  Vancouver,  and  J.  M.  Rob- 
ertson, Capitol,  Victoria. 

Group  “C”:  A.  P.  Drohan,  Capitol,  Chat- 
ham, Ont.;  C.  G.  Markell,  Capitol,  Corn- 
wall; E.  J.  Landsborough,  Capitol,  Galt; 
R.  McKibbin,  Royal,  Guelph;  J.  W.  Nel- 
son, Capitol,  North  Bay;  A.  E.  Cauley, 
Capitol,  Peterboro;  W.  J.  Fawcett,  Capi- 
tol, Sarnia;  W.  P.  McGeachie,  Algoma, 
Sault  Ste.  Marie;  R.  J.  Harrison,  Capitol, 
St.  Catharines:  D.  P.  MacDonald,  Vogue, 
Sydney;  Robert  Eves,  Oakwood,  C.  L. 
Querrie,  Palace,  M.  J.  Doyle,  Parkdale, 

J.  E.  Lynch,  Runnymede,  of  Toronto;  H.  C. 
Merritt,  Palace,  Windsor;  L.  J.  Chown, 
Strand,  Calgary;  A.  Entwisle,  Strand,  Ed- 
monton; Frank  Willis,  Orpheum,  Fort 
William;  A.  W.  Shackleford,  Capitol,  Leth- 
bridge; J.  P.  Pitner,  Capitol,  Westminster; 

C.  Dilley,  Colonial,  Port  Arthur;  Frank 
Miley,  Capitol,  Saskatoon;  Cliff  Denham, 
Dominion,  Victoria:  L.  Osier,  Regent, 
Oshawa,  and  Jack  Purves,  Eglinton,  To- 
ronto. 

Group  “D”:  G.  J.  Forhan,  Belle,  Belle- 
ville; F.  McLennan,  Capitol,  Brockville; 
T.  J.  Courtney,  Casino,  Halifax;  Robert 


Vine  TOR  111  A 

QUTDOOR  talking  moving  pictures  are 
the  latest  attraction  in  Victoria  and 
were  used  recently  to  help  put  over  a traf- 
fic safety  campaign  held  in  this  city.  A 
Shell  Oil  truck  equipped  with  a projector 
and  talking  machine  drove  around  town  at 
nights  and  at  busy  intersections  a screen 
was  set  up  and  two  reels  of  films  dealing 
with  traffic  control  were  shown. 

For  the  showing  of  “ Indianapolis  Speed- 
way” at  the  Dominion  Theatre,  Assistant 
Manager  Ed  Morbey  arranged  a tieup  with 
the  local  Auto  Race  Track  featuring  a pa- 
rade of  racing  cars  through  the  city  ad- 
vertising the  picture  at  the  Dominion  in 
connection  with  the  local  races.  The  pic- 
tures was  also  advertised  over  the  public 
address  system  at  the  Race  Track.  Two 
racing  cars  were  placed  outside  the  thea- 
tre during  the  showing  of  the  picture. 

A new  tapestry  lobby  display  in  the  At- 
las Theatre  has  prompted  many  compli- 
mentary remarks  from  patrons. 

Manager  Cliff  Denham  of  the  Dominion 
Theatre  is  back  on  the  job  after  spending 
a holiday  in  Southern  California.  During 
his  holiday  he  visited  the  San  Francisco 
Exposition. 

“Aussie  the  Boxing  Kangaroo”  on  the 
stage  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  drew  good 
crowds.  Particularly  popular  with  the 
patrons  was  the  fact  that  the  kangaroo 
was  taken  off  the  stage  and  led  among 
them. 

‘‘Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  drew  such  good 
crowds  at  the  Capitol  that  Manager  J.  M. 
Robertson  held  it  over  for  another  week.  A 
big  advajice  publicity  campaign  went  over 
so  well  that  two  weeks  before  the  show- 
mg  of  the  picture  patrons  had  started  to 
buy  their  tickets.  It  was  the  first  time  a 
picture  at  the  Capitol  has  met  with  so  much 
enthusiasm  previous  to  the  showing.  This 
picture  was  well  suited  here  because  of  the 
large  English  population  in  this  city. 


Maynard,  Cartier,  Hull;  T.  McCoy,  Grand, 
Kingston:  I.  Singerman,  Imperial,  Ottawa; 
Fi’ed  Doney,  Capitol,  St.  Thomas;  A1 
Ritchie,  Alhambra,  Jack  Laver,  Bloor;  R. 

L.  Downey,  Beach,  A.  Easson,  Village,  G. 
Morrell,  St.  Clair,  M.  Margolius,  College, 
of  Toronto;  K.  M.  Leach,  Variety,  Cal- 
gary; A.  Entwisle,  Empress,  Edmonton; 
G.  Carson,  Royal,  Fort  William;  E.  P. 
Fields,  Capitol,  Moose  Jaw;  G.  J.  McCom- 
ber,  Lyceum,  Port  Arthur;  C.  Bahrynow- 
ski.  Metropolitan,  Regina;  W.  Winterton, 
Daylight,  Saskatoon;  W.  Harper,  Liberty, 
Trail;  Phil  Tucker,  Broadway,  Vancouver; 

M.  Prieswerck,  Atlas,  Victoria;  Vern  Hud- 
son, Capitol,  Toronto. 

Group  “E”:  W.  J.  Burke,  Brant,  Brant- 
ford; Palace,  Cornwall,  C.  G.  Markell;  S. 
Andrews,  Capitol,  Guelph;  P.  J.  Hanifen, 
Garrick,  Halifax;  Harold  Hitchinson, 
Strand,  Hamilton;  F.  W.  Winter,  Capitol, 
Moncton:  J.  V.  Ward,  Capitol,  Niagara 
Falls,  Chris  Holmes,  Avalon,  Ottawa;  J. 
Bolinsky,  Imperial,  Sarnia;  S.  Korman, 
Capitol,  Rouyn;  T.  S.  Forhan,  Capitol, 


Clearance  Concilialion 
Meeting  Postponed 

Toronto — A meeting  of  the  newly  con- 
stituted Provincial  conciliation  board  in 
Nova  Scotia,  scheduled  for  a recent  date 
to  consider  the  clearance  situation  for  the 
new  season,  has  been  postponed  to  Septem- 
ber 15.  This  follows  the  first  all-Canada 
convention  of  independent  exhibitors  held 
at  Toronto,  September  7,  to  deal  with 
trade  grievances. 

Television  Manufacturing 
Finds  RCA-Victor  Ready 

Toronto — The  manufacture  of  televi- 
sion equipment  in  the  Canadian  factories 
of  RCA-Victor  as  soon  as  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.  provides  the  necessary 
facilities  in  its  studios  across  the  Dominion 
and  organizes  a steady  supply  of  television 
programs  was  predicted  by  E.  C.  Grimley 
of  Montreal,  president  of  the  RCA-Victor 
Canadian  company,  on  the  occasion  of  an 
official  visit  to  the  Canadian  National 
Exhibition  here  where  a model  television 
set  was  demonstrated  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Toronto  Daily  Star.  Over  a period 
of  two  weeks,  many  thousands  of  fair  visi- 
tors witnessed  the  frequent  demonstrations, 
the  nominal  admission  fee  for  which  was 
turned  over  to  the  Star’s  fresh  air  fund. 

President  Grimley  was  officially  wel- 
comed to  the  CNE  at  a ceremony  in  the 
fair  grounds  by  Elwood  A.  Hughes,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Exhibition. 


Ballet  Girls  Strike 

Montreal — The  Canadian  National  Ex- 
hibition midway  saw  the  first  strike  in  its 
history  on  August  29  when  eight  ballet 
girls,  members  of  the  Minsky  Oriental 
Show,  walked  out  after  their  demand  for  a 
$15  weekly  wage  was  rejected. 


Roy  Rogers  Vehicle 

Hollywood — “Days  of  ’49,”  by  Norman 
Houston,  has  been  purchased  by  Republic 
as  a Roy  Rogers  western. 


Welland:  J.  J.  LaPave,  Tivoli,  Windsor;  E. 
Scandrett,  Royal,  Woodstock;  F.  E.  Fetch, 
Strand,  Brandon;  E.  C.  Lackey,  Capitol, 
Kamloops;  L.  V.  Campbell,  Empress,  Ke- 
lowna; A.  W.  Shackleford,  Roxy,  Leth- 
bridge: J.  M.  Gow,  Capitol,  Nanaimo;  J.  H. 
Black,  Penctiton;  D.  G.  Borland,  Capitol, 
Prince  Rupert;  O.  Bowes,  Grand,  Regina; 
W.  Bennett,  Empress,  Vernon. 

Group  “F”:  Ken  Craig,  Capitol,  Co- 
bourg;  Grand,  Galt;  L.  Preston,  Palace, 
London;  Empress,  Moncton;  Max  Davey, 
Noranda;  C.  Georgas,  Classic,  Owen 
Soimd;  J.  S.  Smart,  Capitol,  Port  Hope; 

D.  P.  MacDonald,  Capitol,  Sydney;  A1 
Sedgwick,  Belsize,  W.  G.  Hunt,  Bedford, 
Toronto;  G.  W.  Martin,  Trent,  Trenton; 

E.  C.  Lamoureux,  Empire,  S.  C.  dayman. 
Regent,  Windsor;  C.  G.  Smith,  Strand, 
Chilliwack;  A.  Entwisle,  Princess,  Edmon- 
ton; Capitol,  Rossland;  H.  Creasey,  Alma; 

J.  Millman,  Kitsilano,  H.  Thompson,  Re- 
gent; A.  L.  Zetterman,  Victoria,  L.  New, 
Windsor,  H.  G.  Copley,  Grandview,  and 

K.  C.  McRae,  Kerrisdale,  of  Vancouver. 
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piLMROW  has  been  rather  quiet,  the 

lure  of  holiday  weather  calling  exhibi- 
tors to  the  summer  resorts.  Visitors  in- 
cluded: E.  Beaumont  of  the  Cinema  de 
Levis,  Levis;  George  Gray,  Wonderland, 
Magog;  G.  Martineau,  Royal,  Valleyfield; 
Ambrose  Nolan,  Fix,  Aylmer;  P.  Senecal, 
George’s,  Ste.  Therese;  T.  Trow,  Imperial, 
Three  Rivers,  and  William  Carp,  Broad- 
way, Montreal  . . . Harry  J.  Allan,  of  To- 
ronto, Grand  National  manager  for  Can- 
ada, visited  Harry  A.  Kaufman,  Quebec 
province  manager  at  Filmrow. 

Conrad  Veidt,  one-time  citizen  of  the 
Reich,  is  hailed  in  London  as  Filmdom’s 
“'perfect  spy.”  The  premier  of  his  latest  ef- 
fort, “The  Spy  in  Black,”  in  which  he  por- 
trays a German  agent,  has  just  been  given 
at  the  Odeon,  and  his  first  picture  along 
these  lines,  “I  Was  a Spy”  has  been  re- 
issued in  England. 

In  response  to  the  public  demand  for 
“war”  pictures,  the  first  run  theatres  on 
St.  Catherine  street  are  showing  newsreels 
several  times  a day.  They  are  able  to 
show  European  news  pictures  four  days 
after  they  were  taken,  owing  to  the  rapid 
transit  across  the  Atlantic  by  Imperial  Air- 
ways and  Clipper. 

Eveii  small  towns  have  their  “beauties.” 
The  Plaza  Theatre  of  Tilbury,  Ontario,  has 
just  conducted  a beauty  contest  to  which 
it  invited  the  citizens  to  “come  and  help 
pick  Miss  Tilbury.” 

Margaret  Anglin,  Canadian  stage  ac- 
tress, has  turned  to  the  radio  instead  of  the 
screen  . . . Canadian  theatrical  people  seen 
in  the  summer  theatres  in  various  parts  of 
the  United  States  include  Helen  Tren- 
holme  and  Dorothy  Knox  of  Montreal; 
Fay  Wray  of  Cardston.  Alberta;  Hume 
Cronyn  of  London,  Ontario,  and  Florence 
McGee  of  Oakville  in  the  same  province. 

Many  Montrealers  motored  or  journeyed 
by  train  to  Toronto  to  witness  the  world 
premier  of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  at  the 
Canadian  National  Exhibition  and  see  the 
Scottish  actress,  Anna  Neagle,  in  person. 

One  result  of  the  German-Russian 
agreement  is  that  the  anti-Nazi  film, 
“Professor  Mamlock,”  which  had  been 
banned  by  the  British  film  censors,  is  now 
being  shown  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Made 
in  Russia,  it  depicts  the  sufferings  of  a 
cultured  Jew  under  the  Nazis  in  Germany 
. . . Canada’s  Thanksgiving  holiday  will  be 
October  9. 

Breaking  all  midseason  records,  “Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips”  is  concluding  a seventh 
week  at  Loew’s  Montreal.  “Four  Feathers” 
is  in  its  fifth  week  at  the  Orpheum,  Mon- 
treal and  in  its  second  week  at  the  Em- 
pire, Quebec. 

Two  popular  Filmrow  sisters.  Miss  Ethel 
Druxerman  of  Grand  National  Films,  and 
Miss  Helen  Druxerman  of  Columbia,  spent 
their  holidays  at  Schroon  Lake,  N.  Y.,  and 
have  returned  tanned  and  in  high  spirits 
after  “a  wonderful  time.” 

Although  showings  take  place  15  times 
daily,  over  1,000  people  crowded  the  little 
theatre  of  the  League  of  Nations  Society 
at  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition  in  a 


single  night  to  witness  films  depicting  the 
hardships  of  central  European  refugees. 

With  the  closing  of  Belmont  Park, 
amusement  center,  motion  picture  theatres 
will  have  little  outdoor  competition.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  they  have  had  less  than 
usual  this  year,  for  Dominion  Park,  for  30 
years  a popular  amusement  gathering 
place,  did  not  reopen. 

The  link  beteween  Hollywood  and  the 
burning  of  a Montreal  lumberyard  is  not 
immediately  apparent.  But  there  is  such  a 
link.  The  woodyard,  destroyed  by  fire 
August  31,  was  that  of  the  James  Shearer 
Co.,  Ltd.,  whose  head  a few  years  ago  was 
Andrew  Shearer,  father  of  Norma  Shearer, 
the  film  star,  and  of  Douglas  Shearer,  the 
famous  film  technician.  The  Shearer 
plant  was  renowned  in  sports  circles  as  the 
birthplace  of  the  modern  ice  hockey  stick, 
first  produced  there  nearly  50  years  ago. 

Arthur  Benjamin,  British  composer- 
pianist,  adjudicator  at  Canadian  musical 
festivals  in  1935,  1937  and  1939,  whose 
opera  “The  Devil  Take  Her”  was  pro- 
duced in  London  and  Sydney,  New  South 
Wales,  will  take  up  permanent  residence  in 
Vancouver.  He  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Music,  London,  for  14 
years,  and  his  compositions  are  included 
in  the  repertoire  of  the  leading  orchestras 
of  Europe  and  America. 

Members  of  Filmrow  Bowling  League 
are  eagerly  anticipating  commencement  of 
the  season  toward  the  end  of  September. 
The  League  again  will  use  the  Pines  alleys, 
and  will  be  strengthened  by  the  addition 
of  a new  team  formed  by  a combination  of 
RKO  and  Grand  National  staffs. 

For  Labor  Day  week  the  Capitol  re- 
versed its  usual  double  bill  policy  and 
showed  only  the  Empire-Universal  film, 
“When  Tomorrow  Comes,”  in  which  Irene 
Dunn  and  Charles  Boyer  are  starred. 

Last  minute  visitor  to  Filmrow — Mel 
Lodge,  well-known  exhibitor,  who  operates 
the  Magnet  Theatre,  Danville;  the  Club- 
house, Asbestos;  Town  Hall,  Richmond. 


Real  to  Many 


Toronto — Theatre  patrons  and  others 
of  the  Toronto  district  experienced  the 
thrill  of  a black-out  when  all  lights  over 
a wide  area  were  extinguished  without 
warning,  all  buildings  and  streets  being 
plunged  into  inky  darkness.  There  was 
no  apparent  cause  for  the  occurrence  but 
it  became  known  some  time  later  that  an 
electric  storm  at  the  Chats  Falls  hydro- 
electric plant,  more  than  200  miles  from 
Toronto,  had  temporarily  disrupted  the 
service. 

There  was  some  excitement  at  the  Bel- 
size  Theatre,  a suburban  house,  where  a 
large  audience  was  intently  watching 
“The  Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.”  The 
theatre  interior  suddenly  went  black  at  a 
thrilling  moment  in  the  picture  and  the 
crowd  showed  signs  of  uneasiness  but  the 
theatre  staff  quickly  took  command  of  the 
situation  under  the  direction  of  Man- 
ager A1  Sedgwick. 


By  Famous  Players 


Toronto — Following  a directors’  meet- 
ing of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
here,  announcement  was  made  of  import- 
ant changes  in  personnel  of  the  Canadian 
chain. 

Jack  Arthur,  manager  of  the  Uptown 
Theatre,  ace  local  house,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  district  manager  for  western 
Ontario  in  succession  to  Robert  S.  Rod- 
dick, who  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Capitol  at  Halifax,  N.  S.,  from  which  he 
will  serve  as  district  manager  for  the  Mari- 
time Provinces.  This  district  has  been 
under  the  charge  of  Clarence  M.  Robson, 
eastern  division  manager  with  offices  here. 

Larry  Graburn,  former  manager  of  the 
Halifax  Capitol  and  previously  manager  of 
leading  theatres  at  Vancouver,  B.  C.,  is 
transferred  to  the  local  head  office. 

Succeeding  Jack  Arthur  as  manager  of 
the  Uptown  here  is  Fred  Trebilcock,  who  is 
promoted  from  assistant  manager. 

The  changes  are  largely  the  result  of  the 
serious  illness  of  Robson,  who  suffered  a 
heart  attack  following  the  national  man- 
agers’ meeting  at  Niagara  Falls  five  weeks 
ago.  It  is  intimated  Robson  may  not  be 
able  to  take  an  active  part  in  business  de- 
tails for  many  weeks  to  come. 

Arthur,  as  well  as  Robson,  has  been 
with  President  N.  L.  Nathanson  since  the 
birth  of  the  F-P  circuit  21  years  ago. 
Originally,  Jack  was  director  of  the  con- 
cert orchestra  which  was  featured  at  the 
first  de  luxe  theatre  in  the  Dominion,  the 
Regent  here,  which  has  been  torn  down. 
His  forte  was  the  organization  of  atmos- 
pheric prologues  and  seasonal  stage  pre- 
sentations along  with  guest  artists  and  a 
ballet  directed  by  Leon  Leonidoff  and  Flor- 
ence Rogge,  who  eventually  went  to  the 
Roxy  in  New  York  City. 

Arthur  became  supervisor  of  orchestras 
and  presentations  for  the  whole  Nathanson 
chain  but,  with  the  advent  of  sound  pic- 
tures, he  became  manager  of  a large  thea- 
tre in  Toronto,  alternating  at  the  Uptown 
and  Imperial.  He  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  production  of  community  festivals 
and  the  Toronto  Skating  Club  carnival. 
Congratulations  are  being  showered  upon 
both  Arthur  and  Trebilcock  on  their  pro- 
motions, both  being  very  popular  in  To- 
ronto circles. 


Circuits  and  Independents 
May  Buy  Product  of  UA 

Toronto — Confirming  a report  is  the  in- 
formation from  the  Toronto  head  office  of 
United  Artists  Corp.,  Ltd.,  of  a change  in 
the  policy  of  the  company  for  1939-40  un- 
der which  the  product,  including  Korda 
productions,  will  be  sold  to  both  circuit 
companies  and  independent  exhibitors  ac- 
cording to  the  essential  factors  of  indi- 
vidual situations. 

For  the  past  two  years  Canadian  United 
Artists  had  sold  away  from  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.,  giving  definite  prefer- 
ence to  the  independents.  Both  are  now 
practically  on  an  equal  basis. 
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Hamilton  Stockholders 
Get  Share  Price  Query 


TOROWTO 


^ VISITOR  in  Toronto  during  the  Cana- 
dian National  Exhibition  was  Alice 
Faye,  screen  star,  who  had  accompanied 
her  husband,  Tony  Martin,  whose  orches- 
tra filled  a feature  engagement  as  a dance 
band  for  the  big  annual  fair.  Miss  Faye 
occupied  her  time  with  shopping  and  sight- 
seeing and,  for  the  occasion,  was  merely 
Mrs.  Martin. 

Gloria  Jean,  youthful  star  of  “The  Un- 
der-Pup,” featured  a personal  appearance 
at  the  Imperial  Theatre,  for  the  Canadian 
premiere  of  the  picture  which  opened 
September  7,  with  a personal  dojiation  of 
$1,000  to  the  Toronto  Star  Fresh  Air  Fund 
for  underprivileged  children. 

When  Fred  Trebilcock,  recently  appoint- 
ed manager  of  the  big  Uptown  Theatre, 
made  his  start  as  an  usher  at  this  theatre 
12  years  ago,  the  attraction  was  the  silent 
film,  “Beau  Geste.”  His  promotion  as 
manager  of  the  theatre  has  been  marked 
by  the  pre-release  showing  of  the  1939 
“Beau  Geste.”  For  brief  periods  he  was 
manager  of  the  Family  and  Capitol  thea- 
tres in  suburban  Toronto  and  assistant 
manager  of  the  Toronto  Imperial  but  oth- 
erwise he  has  been  constantly  at  the  Up- 
town except  for  holiday  occasions  when 
he  has  enjoyed  round-the-world  and  other 
cruises. 

Frank  O’Byrne,  Toronto  manager  of 
Associated  Screen  News  Limited,  has  been 
having  a busy  two  weeks  during  which  he 
directed  the  making  of  a moving  picture 
of  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition. 

Walter  F.  Hayner,  Canadian  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M,  has  fully  recovered  from 
the  illness  which  befell  him  at  the  close 
of  the  Famous  Players’  managers’  conven- 
tion and  has  returned  to  active  business 
duties,  including  a business  trip  to  New 
York  City.  H.  M.  Masters,  general  man- 
ager of  United  Artists  Corp.,  Ltd.,  Toronto, 
has  also  been  in  New  York  on  business 
to  confer  on  new  season  details. 

Members  of  the  Black  Watch  Ass’n  of 
Toronto  attended  in  a body  at  the  Avenue 
Theatre,  for  a performance  of  “Victoria 
the  Great,”  starring  Anna  Neagle  who  has 
made  a number  of  welfare  donations  to 
the  organization.  This  feature  was  reviv- 
ed following  the  visit  to  the  Ontario  Capi- 
tol of  Miss  Neagle.  J.  L.  Smith,  son  of  Ray 
Lewis,  is  announced  as  majiager  of  the 
Avenue  since  it  was  taken  over  by  the  Di- 
gest publisher. 

The  Canadian  government  has  finally 
proclaimed  Monday,  October  9,  as  Thanks- 
giving Day  in  the  Dominion,  although  this 
date  had  long  since  been  anticipated  by 
all  the  film  exchange  bookers  and  exhibi- 
tors. 

R.  Main,  general  supervisor  of  Associated 
Theatres  Limited,  has  purchased  a new 
residence  at  20  Kappelle  Ave.  He  was 
formerly  manager  of  the  Grand  in  Sud- 
bury. 

The  re-opening  feature  of  the  Hippo- 
drome, big  downtown  unit  in  Toronto  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  which  has 
been  closed  for  three  months,  was  Elsa 
Maxwell’s  “Hotel  for  Women”  which  was 


presented  in  conjunction  with  a vaude- 
ville program. 

One  of  the  first  Canadians  to  be  called 
to  the  colors  was  the  young  son  of  Ben 
Cronk,  manager  of  the  art  display  depart- 
ment of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
Toronto,  for  many  years. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  new  season  and 
the  passing  of  hot  weather,  out-of-town 
exhibitors  once  more  began  to  show  an 
interest  in  the  business  activities  of  To- 
ronto film  distributors  in  a personal  way. 
Among  recent  callers  was  Reg  Billington, 
manager  of  the  Majestic  at  Dundas;  How- 
ard Hager,  proprietor  of  the  Regal  at  Hag- 
ersville;  Frank  Giaschi  of  the  King  George 
which  has  been  recording  a good  summer 
season  at  the  resort  town  of  Huntsville; 

L.  H.  Vicary,  owner  of  the  present  two 
theatres  in  Orillia,  the  Opera  House  and 
the  Princess:  Ross  T.  Stewart  of  the  Lyric 
Theatre  in  downtown  Hamilton  and  Wil- 
liam S.  Quinn,  owner  of  the  Victoria  at 
Tweed. 

From  near  and  distant  points  over  a few 
days  trade  visitors  along  Filmrow  included 
Hy  Meehan,  Academy,  Lindsay;  Syd  Gold- 
stone,  manager  of  the  attractive  Centre 
Theatre  which  was  opened  at  Peterboro 
last  February;  Ed  Warren,  proprietor  of 
the  Royal  at  Aurora  and  Sam  Merlina, 
owner  of  the  Uptown  at  Orangeville. 

A deputation  in  Toronto  from  Barrie 
comprised  the  Saso  Bros.,  operating  the 
Roxy,  and  Richard  Garrett,  owner  of  the 
Imperial.  Bill  Stewart,  old-time  showman, 
was  in  from  London  where  he  runs  the 
Rex  while  A.  C.  Stock  of  the  Iroquis  Thea- 
tre represented  Petrolia;  Len  Lush  of  the 
Berford,  Wiarton,  made  one  of  his  periodic 
visits  while  Bob  Hambleton  of  Simcoe  and 
Simon  Meretsky  of  Windsor,  each  owning 
a group  of  theatres,  toured  several  ex- 
change offices.  Nick  Ti’ebish  booked  more 
pictures  for  his  Capitol  at  Meaford. 

Following  a busy  summer  at  Campbell- 
ford  where  he  operates  the  Hollywood 
Theatre  and  a swanky  hotel,  Abe  Rappa- 
port  made  the  bookers  envious  with  his 
tales  of  fish  and  business  during  the  past 
three  moiiths  while  Jack  Allen  came  to 
town  for  his  Tivoli  Theatre  at  Thorold 
where  the  troops  are  guarding  the  Wel- 
land Canal  just  in  case.  J.  G.  Strathy  of 
the  Brock  at  Whitby  dropped  in  an  an- 
other commuting  trip. 

One  who  has  been  missed  for  a couple 
of  weeks  is  Miss  J.  Simon  of  the  Toronto 
branch  of  Regal  Films  Limited  who  is  the 
official  welcome!’  at  the  Film  Exchange 
Bldg,  on  Victoria  St.  With  her  years  of 
experience,  Miss  Simon  knows  every  angle 
to  the  film  business. 

Hi  a tie-up  with  a candy  company.  Man- 
ager Armstrong  of  the  Hudson  Theatre, 
suburban  house,  presented  a bag  of  con- 
fectionery to  each  juvenile  at  the  Satur- 
day matinee,  the  feature  being  “Dawn  Pa- 
trol” . . . The  success  of  the  serial,  “Lone 
Ranger  Rides  Again,”  at  Saturday  mat- 
inees at  the  Bayview  Theatre,  has  prompt- 
ed Manager  C.  F.  Graham  to  book  “Dick 


Montreal — Hamilton  United  Theatres  is 
circularizing  its  preferred  stockholders  with 
a notice  asking  them  to  state  the  price  at 
which  they  would  be  willing  to  offer  the 
stock.  Notice  states  the  company  is  “in- 
terested in  purchasing  a limited  number  of 
preferred  shares  for  redemption.”  The 
company  does  not  undertake  to  redeem  all 
or  any  part  of  the  shares  that  may  be 
offered. 

Preferred  stock  of  Hamilton  United 
Theatres  is  redeemable  at  $110  and  the 
current  market  price  for  the  stock  is 
around  60y2  bid.  At  December  31,  1938, 
some  7,879  shares  were  issued  at  par  $100. 


Continuous  Periormance 
Dropped  by  F-P  Unit 

Toronto  — Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  has  made  a change  in  the  policy  of 
the  Avalon  Theatre,  Ottawa,  managed  by 
Chris  Holmes,  for  the  new  season,  whereby 
the  continuous  performance  schedule  has 
been  dropped.  One  matinee  is  now  being 
given  at  2 p.  m.  and  evening  shows  run 
from  7 to  11 :30  p.  m. 

This  is  an  isolated  change  because  prac- 
tically all  theatres  of  the  circuit  are  con- 
tinuing with  unaltered  policy. 


O'Brien  in  Wanger  Film 

Hollywood — Pat  O’Brien  will  play  a top- 
line role  in  Walter  Wanger’s  next  UA  pro- 
duction, “Send  Another  Coffin.” 


Tracy’s  G-Men”  under  a similar  plan  com- 
mencing September  16. 

The  Duchess  Theatre,  neighborhood 
house  which  changed  hands  recently,  is 
getting  new  seats,  the  order  being  secured 
by  Charles  A.  Bodmer  of  the  Canadian 
Theatre  Chair  Co. 

Garfield  Cass  of  Regal  Films  Limited, 
Toronto  branch,  has  been  hoofing  it,  the 
reason  being  that  his  automobile  was 
stolen. 

Harland  Rankin,  proprietor  of  the 
Plaza  Theatre,  Tilbury,  has  returned  from 
a three  weeks’  vacation  at  Ei’ieau,  to  find 
that  local  business  has  been  on  the  quiet 
side  because  of  the  closing  of  Tilbury  fac- 
tories through  unsettled  conditions  . . . 
B.  H.  Yeo,  veteran  independent,  has  open- 
ed a theatre,  seating  175,  in  the  small 
village  of  Crapaud,  P.  E.  I.,  which  has  the 
unusual  policy  of  being  open  only  one 
night  every  two  weeks. 

George  Law,  film  trade  veteran  of  To- 
ronto and  also  of  western  Canada,  has 
been  appointed  manager  of  the  Beverly 
Theatre,  by  V.  Simone  who  operates  both 
the  Beverly  and  Radio  City  theatres.  Mr. 
Law  was  previously  booker  with  Associated 
Theatres. 

The  art  department  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  is  now  to  be  found  in  new 
premises  of  the  Elder  Bldg.,  26  Soho  St., 
Toronto,  according  to  announcement  by 
Manager  Ben  Cronk. 
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p J.  ALLEN,  Orpheum  Theatre,  Dawson, 
Y.  T.,  is  giving  Filmrow  shippers  a busy 
time  in  filling  his  orders  for  exhibition 
during  the  coming  winter,  all  of  which 
have  to  be  in  transit  before  a closing  date 
for  summer  rates. 

Harry  Howard,  Theatre  EquiTpment  Sup- 
ply Co.,  had  a moment  of  joy  lohen  his 
horse  won  a race,  quickly  followed  by  the 
reverse  when  his  trainer  was  severely  in- 
jured by  a late  finisher  as  he  ran  out  07i 
the  track  to  the  winner. 

Bill  Hansher,  Paramount,  and  Babe 
Coval,  WB,  acted  as  hosts  to  Carl  Porter, 
exhibitor  from  Salem,  Ore.,  on  his  recent 
visit  to  this  city. 

Frank  Gow,  Famous  Players  executive, 
says  that  proposed  improvements,  and 
new  work,  probably  will  be  postponed  on 
accomit  of  the  prospects  of  Canada  being 
involved  in  the  war;  this  Jiaturally  in- 
cludes the  reseating  of  The  Dominion. 

To  date,  the  independent  exhibitors 
have  not  yet  signed  a new  contract  with 
the  projectionists.  In  view  of  the  orders 
for  members  of  the  militia  to  report  for 
duty,  there  may  not  be  enough  projection- 
ists to  fill  all  booths. 

Montreal  Filmrow  May 
Get  New  Location 

Montreal — Filmrow  may  be  working 
out  its  last  year  on  Monkland  Ave.,  Notre 
Dame  de  Grace.  Negotiations  are  under- 
stood to  have  been  completed  by  which  a 
new  building  will  be  erected  for  the  dis- 
tributors. It  will  be  situated  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Dorchester  St.  west  and 
Windsor  St.,  at  present  partly  occupied  by 
a disused  church  which  about  20  years  ago 
was  converted  for  a short  time  into  a 
theatre. 

Distributors  expect  that  the  new  build- 
ing will  be  undertaken  very  shortly  and 
that  they  will  be  able  to  remove  to  it  at 
the  end  of  April,  1940. 

No  official  details  are  yet  available. 


New  "Hardy"  Rolling 

Hollywood — “Judge  Hardy  and  Son”  is 
now  before  the  cameras  at  Metro,  with 
George  Seitz  directing.  The  series  char- 
acters remain  the  same. 


Megs  "Pago  Pago" 

Hollywood — Charles  Vidor  will  direct 
“South  of  Pago  Pago”  for  Edward  Small, 
UA  producer.  He  moves  over  from  Co- 
lumbia for  the  task. 


ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS, 
4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Herewith  my  check  lor;  □ $2.00  for  I Year. 

Name  

Address City 


Neon  Revenue  and  Net 
Gains  in  Canada 

Montreal  — Gross  revenues  and  net 
profits  of  Neon  Products  of  western  Can- 
ada gained  in  the  year  ended  AprU  30, 
1939.  Net  profit  is  up  to  $73,302  from 
$61,064  the  preceding  year.  Balance  sheet 
shows  some  strengthening  of  position. 
Bank  loans  of  $131,000  are  down  $14,000 
while  cash  of  $7,252  compares  with  $410 
a year  ago.  Purchase  money  obligation 
has  been  reduced  $10,000  to  $30,000,  with 
the  balance  due  in  three  annual  install- 
ments. 

Regarding  working  capital,  George  W. 
Sweny,  managing  director,  has  the  fol- 
lowing comment  to  make: 

“The  item  ‘Neon  Signs  at  Cost’  $398,722 
as  at  April  30.  1939  is,  strictly  speaking, 
neither  a fixed  asset  nor  a current  asset, 
but  lies  somewhere  between  the  two.  This 
figure  represents  the  cost  of  assets  which 
have  been  constructed  on  firm  orders  and 
which  are  in  process  of  liquidation  every 
month,  the  contracts  for  which  constitute 
the  future  revenue  of  the  company.  This 
liquidation  is  being  offset  from  month  to 
month  by  new  contracts. 

"Chips"  Is  Praised  Highly 
By  an  Ottawa  Newspaper 

Montreal — High  praise  was  paid  in  a 
recent  editorial  in  the  Ottawa  Journal  to 
“Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,”  Metro’s  James  Hil- 
ton picture,  which  has  just  completed  its 
sixth  week  at  Loew’s  Tlieatre  here.  The 
writer  claims  the  picture  is  “simpler  than 
‘The  Good  Earth,’  quieter  than  ‘The  In- 
former,’ ” and  that  it  has  “retained  the 
authentic  charm  of  Mr.  Hilton’s  novel  and 
yet  has  somehow  added  to  its  stature.” 

“We  hear  the  movies  scorned,  their  in- 
fluence decried — and  sometimes  rightly,” 
the  writer  continued,  “but  this  moving  tale 
of  English  school  life  reveals  beyond  ques- 
tion a skill  and  thoughtfulness  found  all  too 
rarely  in  the  so-called  higher  branches  of 
arts  and  letters.  For  the  very  reason  that 
some  despise  them — their  popularity — the 
movies  possess  a weapon  in  our  scheme 
of  things  today  whose  power  is  scarce- 
equalled.  And  it  is,  therefore,  doubly  heart- 
ening, for  the  significance  it  bears  and  as 
much  as  for  the  delightful  entertainment  it 
offers  to  see  and  pay  respects  to  a picture 
of  the  quality  of  ‘Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.’  ” 


A Termer  to  Kent 

Hollywood  — Robert  Kent,  currently 
scripting  “Floating  Trouble”  for  Warner, 
has  been  given  a term  writing  ticket  by 
the  studio. 


Date 193 


□ $3.50  for  2 Years.  □ $5.00  ior  3 Years. 

Theatre 

State 


WIlWMIPlECi 

fjEAVY  newspaper  advertising  marks  the 
opening  of  the  fall  season  with  all  up- 
town theatres  displaying  large  and  attrac- 
tive ads. 

Foreign  films  in  the  city  this  week  in- 
clude a Russian  film,  “Youth  of  Maxim 
Gorky,”  at  Max  Heppner’s  Colonial  and  a 
Yiddish  film,  “Her  First  Marriage”  at  the 
Times. 

Sim  Rost  at  the  Garrick  exploited  the 
opening  of  “They  Shall  Have  Music”  with 
a strong  campaign  in  which  half  page  dis- 
tinctive newspaper  ads  were  a feature. 

J.  Zaitzow  of  Melville,  Sask.,  was  a visi- 
tor to  the  city.  Zaitzow  recently  returned 
from  a trip  to  California. 

Buster  Radis,  formerly  salesman  with 
UA,  is  now  office  manager  for  that  firm. 

Sammy  Krupp  is  very  much  in  evidence 
with  Kahanovitch,  his  best  friend  and  boon 
companion. 

Uptown  theatres  held  special  Simday 
midnight  shows  because  of  the  Labor  Day 
holiday. 

Prominent  display  is  given  this  week  in 
local  newspapers  to  the  Garrick  announce- 
ment of  its  new  lineup  of  films  for  the  com- 
ing seasoji,  which  the  house  is  procuring 
through  an  arrangement  with  UA  and 
Columbia. 

Mrs,  Marks  Preparing 
Second  at  Fort  Erie 

Toronto — Preparations  are  well  under 
way  for  erection  of  a second  theatre  at 
Fort  Erie,  Ont.,  by  Mrs.  Lillian  Ziff-Marks, 
wife  of  Joseph  Marks,  a distributor  of  Dis- 
ney cartoons  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Mrs.  Marks,  who  has  further  expanded  by 
the  purchase  of  the  Elmwood  Theatre,  a 
suburban  house  of  London,  Ont.,  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  Bellard  Theatre  at  Fort 
Erie.  Business  in  that  Canadian  center 
is  on  a lively  basis  for  a number  of  rea- 
sons. Across  the  Niagara  River  from  Buf- 
falo, Fort  Erie  is  a popular  summer  re- 
sort and  also  has  several  industries,  in- 
cluding the  Fleet  Aircraft  Corp.,  which 
is  working  at  full  capacity.  Further,  the 
Bellard  Theatre  is  able  to  compete  with 
Buffalo  first-run  theatres  because  of  the 
early  release  of  attractions  in  the  Cana- 
dian border  town  at  a low  price  of  ad- 
mission. 

The  name  of  the  Bellard  Theatre,  inci- 
dentally, is  composed  of  the  initials  of 
immediate  members  of  the  Marks  family. 

Bruce  S.  McLeod,  who  sold  the  London 
Elmwood  to  Mrs.  Marks,  is  busily  engaged 
in  the  remodeling  of  his  King  Theatre  at 
Strathroy,  Ont.,  and  with  the  operation  of 
his  recently  opened  theatre  at  Glencoe, 
Ont. 


Dalton  Trumbo  Assigned 

Hollywood — Dalton  Trumbo  will  script 
“Curtain  Call”  for  RKO  from  an  orig- 
inal by  S.  K.  Lauren,  which  will  feature 
Anne  Shirley. 
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needs.  When  I start- 
ed  taking  it  four 
years  ago,  I subscrib- 
ed to  five  other  trade 
magazines.  Now  I 
just  get  Boxoffice.'^ 

— E.  L,  Oschenbein^ 

STATE  THEATRE 
E.  LIVERPOOL.  OHIO 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  thia 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer* 
ence  with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT51S  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  colls 


MT481 

MT482 

MT483 

MT484 

MT485 

MT486 

MT487 

MT488 

MT489 

MT490 

MT491 

MT492 

MT493 

MT494 

MT495 

MT496 

MT497 

MT498 

MT499 

MT500 


MT505 

MT506 
MT507 
MT508 
MT509 
MT510 
MT511 
MT512 
MT513 
MTS  14 
MTS  15 
MT516 


Main  signs  and  marquees 
Signs,  Neon 
Signs,  structural  glass 
Signs,  travel  word 
Attraction  boards 
Letters,  attraction  board 
Letters,  changeable  silhouette 
Price  signs,  boxoffice 
Display  frames 
Poster  lights 
Poster  projectors 
Cut-out  machines 
Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 
Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 
Slides,  advertising 
Slides,  announcement 
Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 
Transformers,  Neon 
Ladders,  safety 
Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

Heating  systems 

Refrigeration 

Air  washers 

Blowers 

Air  circulators 

Fans,  exhaust 

Grilles  and  registers 

Temperature  control  devices 

Air  conditioning  accessories 

Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520 
MT521 
MT522 
MT523 
MT524 
MT525 
MT526 
MT527 
MTS  28 
MT529 
MT530 
MT531 
MT532 
MT533 
MT534 
MTS  35 
MT536 
MT537 
“ MT538 
MT539 
MT540 
- MTS  41 
MT542 
MT543 
MT544 
MT545 


Architectural  service 
Decorating  service 
Seating  service 
Theatre  chairs 
Chair  covers 
Theatre  carpets 
Carpet  padding 
Rubber  matting 
Furniture,  lounge 
Wall  tiles,  interior 
Fabrics,  decorating 
Brass  railings 
Rope  railings 
Metal,  ornamental 
Mirrors 

Luminous  colors 

Ticket  booths 

Directional  signs 

Exit  boxes 

Curtain  controls 

Curtain  tracks 

Curtains,  fireproof 

Fountains,  drinking 

Fountains,  ornamental 

Rubber  seat  upholstery 

Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT560  Flashed  opal  glass 

MTS 61  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT563  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MTd77  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT612  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MTG43  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT64G  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT6G1  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTGG2  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MTG64  Pre-amplifiers 

MT6G5  Speakers 

MTGGG  Rectifiers 

MTGG7  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT6G9  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MTG72  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  I>ens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MTG75  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MTG78  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  9-9-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State, 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MTC02  Control  panels 

MTG03  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT60G  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MTG19  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  sliutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG8G  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT588  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Short  Su(^4Qct  ?^a\^lQw6 


The  Story  That  Couldn't  Be 
Printed 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  11  Mins. 

How  the  Constitution’s  11  words  dealing 
with  freedom  of  the  press  were  invoked  in 
the  early  days  is  convincingly  told.  With 
John  Nesbit  handling  the  narration,  the 
story  of  John  Zenger,  publisher  of  the 
N.  Y.  Weekly  Journal  and  trials  and  trib- 
ulations he  met  when  he  dared  challenge 
Governor  Crosby  with  the  truth  in  print, 
should  interest  generally.  Andrew  Hamil- 
ton is  brought  in  to  defend  Zenger  before 
a jury  and,  when  it  looks  like  doom  for 
the  publisher,  the  renowned  lawyer  sways 
the  12  men  in  the  box  to  free  the  man 
from  what  appeared  an  inevitable  fate  be- 
hind bars.  Victor  Kilian  portrays  the  role 
of  Zenger  and  Fred  Wortlock  the  part  of 
Hamilton.  Both  are  excellent.  There  is 
considerable  interest  and  entertainment  in 
the  subject  produced  by  Jack  Chertok  and 
directed  by  Joe  Newman. 


One  Against  the  World 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  11  Mins. 

That  milestone  in  medicine,  the  first 
operation  on  a living  person  by  Dr.  Eph- 
raim MacDowell,  is  reenacted  here.  The 
location  is  Danville,  Ky.;  the  time,  1809. 
What  action  transpires  concerns  small 
town  superstition  and  religious  bigotry  pit- 
ted against  a doctor  who  had  the  courage 
to  face  their  opposition.  The  story  is  force- 
fully told  and  the  production  has  merit. 
Jonathan  Hale  has  the  leading  role.  De- 
cidedly worthwhile. 


The  Bookworm 

M-G-M  (Cartoon)  9 Mins. 

The  beautiful  coloring  and  the  imagina- 
tive execution  of  the  plot  of  this  item 
should  prove  their  worth  to  the  exhibitor. 
Chiefly  concerned  are  characters  from 
weird  literature  who  make  a witch’s  brew. 
A worm  is  lacking.  A raven  is  dispatched 
to  locate  one  and  from  that  point  on  the 
chase  device  is  worked  in.  The  variations 
are  humorous  and  show  inventive  resource- 
fulness. First  rate  entertainment. 


Auto  Antics 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang)  10  Mins. 

This  latest  detailing  of  the  further  ad- 
ventures of  the  child  troupe  concerns  itself 
with  their  efforts  to  rescue  their  pet  mon- 
grel from  the  dog  pound.  To  effect  this 
they  must  win  a juvenile  auto  race.  It 
comes  off  as  expected — the  dog  is  rescued 
and  a member  of  the  gang  wins  the  race. 
Done  in  the  usual  style  and  with  the  usual 
touches. 


NE  WSREELS 


T:i?  ;tlay,  Argrist  29 

Movietone  News,  No.  101:  The  world  crisis  and 
suspense  engendered  over  Germany’s  claim  on  Po- 
land for  I>anzig  and  Polish  Corridor  highlighted 
with  scenes  in  Germany,  Danzig,  Italy,  France 
and  England.  Washington  War  Board  ready  to 
act  in  emergency,  President  Roosevelt  appeals  to 
foreign  nations,  army  bombers  in  air  raid  dem- 
onstration, Lew  Lehr,  U.  S.  women  retain  tennis 
cup,  new  U.  S.  women’s  golf  champion,  alter  thrills 
on  Frencli  Riviera. 


News  of  the  Diiy,  No.  299:  London  in  emer- 
gency defense  measures,  France  speeding  mobiliza- 
tion, Danzig  builds  barricades,  Germans  speed 
iiiunit.ons  output,  Fresideiit  Roosevelt  reveals  peace 
efforts,  returning  travelers  hail  Statue  of  Liberty, 
Washington  officials  make  plea  for  neutrality, 
U.  S.  women  retain  Wightman  tennis  cup. 

Paramount  News,  No.  112:  Entire  issue  devoted 
to  first  scenes  in  European  crisis,  flown  across 
Atlantic  on  Clipper  plane,  covering  French  mou- 
ilization,  flooding  of  Danzig  with  Nazi  banners, 
return  of  Germany’s  foreign  minister  after  sign- 
ing Russian  non-aggression  pact,  British  and 
i’iencii  iitets  guaru  Giuraltar,  England’s  reservists 
called  up  \vasiiington  eiiiergeucy  committee 
studies  foreign  crisis,  Polish  ambassador  an- 
nounces policy.  President  Roosevelt  makes  appeal 
to  Hitler. 


KKO  Patlie  News,  No.  12:  President  Roosevelt 
in  maze  of  duties  arising  from  European  war 
threat,  foreign  ambassadors  outline  policies,  Pres- 
ident makes  peace  plea  to  Italy,  Roland,  Ger- 
many, RiiLain  reaiiiims  stand  on  treaty  obliga- 
tions, America  honors  Luxeinbouig  royalty,  .«^ni- 
cans  honor  President  of  Portugal,  new  golf  queen, 
uiAxi'y  tests  new  air  bombers. 

Liilvei’sul  Newsreel,  No.  801:  Poland  awaits  Nazi 
storm  rioopeis,  r reuciimen  called  to  colors,  Bri- 
tain girds  lor  air  raids,  U.  b.  looks  to  deienses, 
cabinet  members  discuss  crisiS,  test  fligiits  tor 
new  army  bombers,  maneuvers  in  army  training 
camp,  new  Universal  starlet  gets  homecoming  re- 
ception, Broadway  star  acts  as  imce  starter, 
America  retains  Wightman  tennis  cup. 


Tliur.sday,  August  lU 

Movietone  News,  No.  102:  Navy  air  bombers 
hop  to  new  Alaska  base,  Howard  Hughes  tests 
new  stratoliner,  submarine  atiualus  la.ls  to  stay 
auo\e  suiiace,  wiiiow  trees  oave  river  erosion, 
new  British  envoy  presents  credentials,  N.  Y. 

district  attorney  visits  home  town,  itear  Admiral 
Yarnell  receives  DbM,  airline  hostesses  eniist  in 
army  nurses  reserve  corps,  Ciiicago  beauty  con- 
test, Walter  Hagen  plays  last  golf  game,  John 

Cobb  sets  new  land  speed  mark,  Olympic  diving 
siais.  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  300:  Transatlantic  liners 
searched  in  war  scare  mystery,  new  British  envoy 
arrives,  Poland’s  army  moves  to  borders,  Squalus 
salvage  operations,  Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Gar- 
land at  World’s  Fair,  army  bombers  m target 
practice,  air  line  stewardesses  join  army  nurse 

reservists,  jitterbug  contest,  new  golf  queen,  De- 
troit aquatic  carnival. 

Paramount  News,  No.  1:  European  war  crisis  ma- 
terial photographed  up  to  morning  of  August  30, 
shipped  via  Clipper.  Rifle  and  pistol  match  in 
Ohio,  Salvation  Army  elects  new  head,  Hollywood 
dog  show,  Walter  Hagen  quits  tournament  golf. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  13:  U.  S,  agents  detain 
foreign  ships,  Canada  guards  against  sabotage, 
Russia  tests  factory  defense  units,  German  youth 
drafted  for  harvest.  Rear  Admiral  Yarnell  hon- 
ored, former  British  ambassador  returns  to  Eng- 
land, new  British  envoy  arrives,  shifting  river  bot- 
tom saved  by  engineers,  underw'ater  shots  of 
Squalus  salvage  operations. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  802:  Customs  agents 
detain  foreign  ships,  homecomers  on  Normandie 
and  Aquitania,  airplane  factories  rush  fighting 
craft  to  foreign  nations,  air  line  hostesses  enroll 
in  army  nurses  reserve  unit,  Canada  guards  against 
sabotage,  new  British  envoy  arrives,  Squalus  sal- 
vage operations,  dare-devil  racer  killed.  Rear 
Admiral  Yarnell  honored,  Chicago  bathing  beauty 
stunt,  Indiana  circus  parade,  Olympic  diving  try- 
outs. 


March  of  Time 

RKO  20  Mins. 

This  release,  titled  “Soldiers  With 
Wings,”  sticks  to  a single  topic;  America’s 
army  air  machinery.  With  the  obvious  co- 
operation of  the  army,  the  subject  treats  of 
pertinent  aspects  in  the  expansion  and 
maintenance  of  this  branch  of  national  de- 
fense. It  should  appeal  to  imaginative 
youth,  for  whom  there  is  a left-handed  ap- 
peal as  recruits,  and  adults  who  are  vitally 
concerned  with  future  security.  Many  of 
the  stages  that  a recruit  goes  through  be- 
fore he  gets  his  “wings”  are  detailed,  as 
are  the  intricate  tactics  of  mass  formation 
and  aerial  warfare  strategy  under  veteran 
ofiicers.  Opening  and  closing  sequences 
briefly  touch  on  European  air  defenses, 
with  off-screen  emphasis  on  the  terror 
engendered  by  Europeans  over  the  destruc- 
tion of  which  these  air  fortresses  are  cap- 
able. Photography  throughout  is  excep- 
tional. 


Take  a Cue 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith  Specialty)  9 Mins. 

Altogether  too  short.  In  the  usual  Pete 
Smith  style  the  tricks  and  fine  points -of 
billiards  are  shown  in  such  a manner  that 
the  audience  is  sure  to  applaud.  Charles 
Peterson  demonstrates  a number  of  re- 
markable shots.  There  is  comedy  and  in 
another  category  the  sort  of  champion 
playing  that  rivets  an  audience’s  attention 
to  the  screen. 


Rhumba  Rhythm 

M-G-M  (Miniature)  10  Mins. 

Outside  of  lively  music  and  snappy 
dancing  there  is  little  else  to  recommend 
this.  Built  around  the  La  Conga  in  Holly- 
wood, the  plot  has  two  autograph  collec- 
tors crash  the  place  and  win  a Conga  con- 
test. George  Murphy  helps  out.  Various 
prominent  players  are  draped  about  the 
premises.  The  music  and  a specialty  dance 
hit  the  spot. 

New  Chicago  Building  to 
House  Newsreel  Theatre 

Chicago — With  work  progressing  rapid- 
ly on  the  construction  of  the  new  two-story 
“tax-saver”  Capitcl  Bldg,  at  State  and 
Randolph,  the  Telenews  Theatre,  which 
will  be  included  in  the  structure,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  for  opening  about  De- 
cember 1. 

Alfred  Burger,  secretary  of  the  New 
York  firm  which  is  gradually  building  up 
a chain  of  newsreel  houses,  is  expected  in 
Chicago  soon,  following  the  opening  of  the 
Telenews  Theatre  in  San  Francisco.  Oth- 
ers in  the  firm  are  Herbert  Scheftel,  presi- 
dent; Edward  Reeves,  vice-president;  and 
Paul  Warburg,  W.  French  Githens,  and 
Angler  Biddle  Duke,  directors.  It  is 
thought  possible  that  Dave  Dubin  of  New 
York  may  be  named  to  manage  the  local 
Telenews  house. 
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Columbia 

Homicide  Bureau 

A fair  "B"  picture.  It's  strictly  an  action 
film  and  I am  doubtful  if  it  could  hold  its 
own.  We  played  it  in  connection  with  a 
stage  show  to  the  tune  of  S-W-E-L-L  business. 
Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  25- 
10.  General  patronage.  Population:  26,400. 
Capacity:  999. — Pearce  Parkhurst,  State  Thea- 
tre, Torrington,  Conn. 

Lady  and  the  Mob 

A swell  story  idea  that  is  lost  to  some  ex- 
tent in  the  transition  to  the  screen.  The 
cast  is  okay  and  the  story  buildup  is  fine 
as  the  film  upwinds,  but  there  is  no  punch  in 
what  is  supposed  to  be  the  climax.  An 
ending  that  fulfilled  what  the  buildup  would 
lead  one  to  expect  would  have  made  this 
top  entertainment.  Below  average  at  the 
boxoffice.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan 
patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. 
— E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

West  of  Sant  Fe 

O.  K.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 600.  Capacity:  568. — C.  E.  Norcross, 
Tower  Theatre,  Soiling,  Okla. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Burn  'Em  Up  O'Connor 

A good  auto  race  picture  that  did  only  fair 
business.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 35-15.  General  farm  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer, 
Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

They  All  Come  Out  , 

Well,  to  tell  the  truth,  quite  a few  of  them 
stayed  in.  One  of  Leo's  minor  efforts  with 
a whizzing  good  trailer.  Picture  got  so  slow 
in  one  spot  I had  to  have  the  mayor  blow 
the  fire  siren  to  wake  'em  up.  Showed  it  for 
ten  cents  and  they  didn't  get  cheated  very 
badly.  General  busiiness.  Population:  2,600 
Capacity:  300. — J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

Monogram 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo 

One  of  Ritter's  best  wes,terns  I have  play- 
ed for  some  time.  A peculiar  mixture  of 
drama  makes  this  outstanding.  Also  Mary 
Ruth's  piano  playing  is  outstanding.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  15-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  12,000. 
Capacity:  500. — H.  L.  Stolzman,  Eagle  Thea- 
tre, Austin,  Minn. 

Paramount 

Ambush 

Contains  plenty  of  action  dealing  with 
crooks  and  police,  but  not  the  kind  of  action 
which  draws  patrons  to  this,  theatre.  These 
shows  just  help  us  pass  the  time  away. 
Thurs.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  30c  top. 
Neighborhood  patronage.  Population:  2,000,- 
000.  Capacity:  800. — Frank  Glenn,  Renel 
Theatre,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


I'm  From  Missouri 

Good  in  all  ways.  Fair  rental.  Burns  good 
draw  here.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
450.  Capacity:  250. — H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Thea- 
tre, Geneseo,  Kas. 

St.  Louis  Blues 

A very  good  show,  but  failed  to  do  even 
average  business,.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Rainy.  Admission:  35-15.  General  farm  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600.  Capacity:  286. — 
H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells, 
Colo. 

RKO  Radio 

Arizona  Legion 

A good  Saturday  western  which  will  please 
the  majority  even  if  George  O'Brien  is  get- 
ting old.  Sat.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,900. 
Capacity:  250. — Jack  Wright,  Strand  Theatre, 
Bastrop,  Tex. 

Boy  Slaves 

Excellent  class  "B"  feature.  Heart  rending 
drama  with  an  excellent  supporting  cast. 
Good  comment  from  patrons.  Sun.,  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  15-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  23,000. 
Capacity:  778. — George  S.  Ellis,  American 
Theatre,  E.  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

Next  Time  I Marry 

Very  good  comedy-drama.  Well  acted,  no 
draw.  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Rain.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 700.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A.  Kelley,  Rex 
Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

Sky  Giant 

Fair  aviation  picture.  Richard  Dix  okay 
on  double  bill  during  three-day  celebration. 
Monday.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  35-15. 
General  farm  patronage.  Population:  600. 
Capacity:  286. — H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre, 
Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

Republic 

Come  On,  Rangers 

Good  western  and  this  boy  can,  and  does, 
sing.  Action  enough  for  your  chewers  and 
not  too  rough  for  the  others.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weath- 
er: Fine.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,750.  Capacity:  385. — 
Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Princess  Theatre,  Lin- 
coln, Kas. 

Fighting  Thoroughbred 

Pretty  good  racetrack  story.  Not  big  but 
very  well  done.  Did  a little  above  other  fea- 
tures. Tues.,  Wed.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 700.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A Kelley,  Rex 
Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

Night  Riders 

Lots  of  action  and  shoot  'em  up.  Got  by 
very  nicely  to  good  business.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  2,600. 
Capacity:  300.  — J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 


Rhythm  in  the  Clouds 

A nice  comedy  picture  to  fill  out  a double 
bill  with,  as  a musical  comedy  it  is  hardly 
up  to  tops.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  V\7eather:  Fair. 
Admission:  15-10.  Neighborhood  patronage. 
— J.  S.  Erickson,  Rex  Theatre,  Kingsford,  Mich. 

Rough  Rider  Patrol 

Average  western  drama.  Failed  to  draw. 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Ca- 
pacity: 200.  — E.  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

Street  of  Missing  Men 

Just  a program  picture.  Got  by  on  Friday- 
Saturday.  Weather:  Good.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Admission:  20-10.  Population:  1,600. 
Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Freiburger,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Kentucky 

A very  good  picture  which  we  did  just 
average  business  on.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Rainy.  Admission:  35-15.  General  farm  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600.  Capacity:  286. — 
H.  H.  Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells, 
Colo. 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto 

Very  interesting  murder  mystery  and,  as 
usual,  Mr.  Moto  gets  his  man.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Admission:  25-10.  County  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,000. — W.  H.  Hebert,  Hi-Way  Thea- 
tre, Sheridan,  Ore. 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 

Looks,  as  if  direction  and  cutting  might 
have  been  the  reason  for  this  one  coming  off 
the  end  of  the  line  without  dramatic  punch, 
except  for  the  portrayals  of  Tracy  and  Kelly 
there  are  no  high  spots.  Seems  to  me  the 
story  material  at  hand  could  have  been  eas- 
ily worked  into  a dramatic  epic  of  top  rank. 
All  the  comments  of  our  audience  as  they  left 
concerned  how  much  they  admire  Tracy. 
Slightly  above  average  business.  Admission: 
40-10.  Comospolitan  patronage.  Population: 
700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wick- 
enburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

United  Artists 

King  of  the  Turf 

A surpris,e  one.  Picture  of  father  and  son 
angle  that  gets  you.  Step  on  it.  The  race 
will  have  them  holding  on  to  their  chairs. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  1,800.  Ca- 
pacity: 200. — Jack  Wright,  Strand  Theatre, 
Bastrop,  Tex. 

Universal 

Black  Doll 

Another  Crime  Club  production.  While 
nothing  to  get  excited  over,  it  isn't  a bad 
series  and  we  already  have  played  many  of 
them  here  with  success.  Give  it  a try.  Thurs., 
Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  26,400.  Capa- 
city: 999. — Pearce  Parkhurst,  State  Theatre, 
Torrington,  Conn. 
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Ex-Champ 

Swell  entertainment  for  the  McLaglen  fans 
in  particular  and  the  action  fans  generally. 
And  the  picture  gives  you  a kick  in  the  pantsi 
to  go  home  onl  We  can  use  a lot  of  pictures 
with  this  latter  feature,  even  when  taken  lit- 
erally as  in  Fox's  ''Second  Fiddle."  "Ex- 
Champ"  also  has  a hidden  moral  that  is  just 
evident  enough.  Average  business  at  the 
boxoffice.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan 
patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. 
— E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre, 
Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

Pirates  of  the  Skies 

Double  billed  with  Warner's  "On  Trial" 
on  bargain  night  to  a large  and  appreciative 
audience.  What  more  is.  there  to  tell!  Tues. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  40-25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  3,000.  Capa- 
city: 486. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Theatre, 
Emporium,  Pa. 


Unexpected  Father 

Nice  light  entertainment  with  top  honors 
going  to  Auer  and  the  baby.  Little  less  than 
average  business,  but  everyone  went  home 
tickled  to  death  so  that  made  up  partly  for 
having  to  skimp  on  the  cream  and  the  sugar 
for  the  two  days  we  played  the  picture.  Ad- 
mission: 40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  263. — E.  A.  Stein, 
Out-Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 


Warner  Bros, 

Comet  Over  Broad-way 
Pleased.  Good  mother  love  story.  Stress, 
this  angle.  Wednesday.  Weather:  Fair. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,500. 
Capacity:  350. — H.  S.  Johnson,  Pal  Theatre, 
Millen,  Ga. 

Dodge  City 

Picture  good,  but  played  too  late.  Rental 
too  high.  Admission:  20-10.  General  pat- 
ronage. Population:  450.  Capacity:  250. — 
H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo,  Kaa. 

Off  the  Record 

Good  B picture.  No  special.  Friday. 
Weather:  Fair.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 2,500.  Capacity:  350. — H.  S.  Johnson, 
Pal  Theatre,  Millen,  Ga. 


On  Trial 

Double  billed  on  bargain  night  with  Uni- 
versal's "Pirates  of  the  Skies"  to  a large  and 
appreciative  audience.  What  more  is  there 
to  tell!  Tuesday.  Weather:  Hot.  Admis- 
sion: 40-25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,000.  Capacity:  486. — A.  E.  Andrews, 
Emporium  Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 


Valley  of  the  Giants 

Special  show.  We  gave  it  a big  play-up 
and  cashed  in.  Audience  pleased.  Techni- 
color photography  beautiful.  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural, 
small  town  patronage.  Population:  750.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — Raymond  Johnson,  Colton  Thea- 
tre, Colton,  S.  D. 

Valley  of  the  Gionts 

A swell  picture.  Right  down  the  alley  for 
small  towns,.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather;  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 15-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 600.  Capacity:  200. — Nate  Bragg,  Opera 
House,  Guide  Rock,  Neb. 
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Crystal  Gazer  Sells 
"Wizard  of  Oz" 

St.  Louis — A fortune  teller  working  in 
the  lobby  of  Loew’s  Theatre  for  a week 
prior  to  the  opening  of  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz”  was  an  important  cog  in  a fine  ex- 
ploitation campaign  for  the  film  worked 
out  by  Manager  Harold  W.  “Chick”  Evens 
and  Jimmy  Harris,  advertising  and  public- 
ity manager. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  St.  Louis 
Society  of  Magicians,  Evens  and  Harris  dug 
up  a mind  reader,  provided  him  with  a 
costume  and  crystal  ball  and  placed  him  in 
a tent  in  the  lobby.  After  each  reading, 
he  would  tell  the  hopefuls;  “It  will  be  your 
good  fortune  to  see  a good  motion  picture 
in  this  theatre  next  week.  It’s  ‘The  Wizard 
of  Oz.’  ” 

An  atmospheric  castle  booth  housing  a 
flock  of  ptills  and  40x60s  was  also  erected 
in  the  theatre’s  lobby.  The  signs  advised 
customers  to  make  a trip  to  “The  Magical 
Land  of  Oz”  by  stepping  through  a dec- 
orated opening.  It  got  plenty  of  play. 

With  the  aid  of  the  St.  Louis  park  de- 
partment, Evens  and  Harris  staged  a col- 
oring contest  for  children,  using  the  city’s 
40  piayerounds.  Fi’ee  theatre  tickets  were 
the  prizes.  The  theatre  also  distributed 
10,000  cards  bearing  “Oz”  copy. 

The  theatre  used  its  15th  birthday,  the 
day  “Oz”  opened,  for  a full  page  coopera- 
tive ad  in  the  Star -Times,  afternoon  paper. 
There  were  also  supplemental  ads  with  de- 
partment stores  and  Evens  and  Harris  se- 
cured eight  full  windows  in  department, 
music  and  book  stores  for  displays. 

The  entire  front  of  the  theatre  was  used 
for  display  purposes.  It  was  embellished 
with  “Oz”  cut-outs.  An  electric  sign  adorn- 
ed the  marquee  and  golden  footprints  led 
from  both  corners  of  the  block  in  which 
the  theatre  is  located  to  the  boxoffice.  On 
the  sidewalk  was  printed:  “Follow  these 
footprints  to  ‘The  Land  of  the  Wizard  of 
Oz.’  ” 


Stores  Compete  for  Tieups 
With  "The  Wizard  of  Oz" 

Chicago — Department  stores  are  compet- 
ing for  tieup  possibilities  on  “The  Wizard 
of  Oz,”  according  to  Bill  Bishop,  M-G-M 
exploiteer.  “It’s  the  first  picture  I’ve  ever 
worked  on  where  stores  have  come  to  me 
and  offered  window  and  advertising  tie- 
ups,”  he  said. 

Already  set  is  a 10-window  display  with 
Goldblatt’s  and  similar  commitments  to 
Marshall  Fields,  the  Fair  Store  and 
Kresge’s.  'The  picture  is  currently  at  the 
United  Artists  Theatre. 


Style  Show  for  "Waltz" 

Alamo  Heights,  Tex. — For  the  return  en- 
gagement of  “The  Great  Waltz”  at  the 
new  Broadway  Theatre,  Manager  Henry 
Bergman  featured  a style  show. 


"Bachelor  Mother"  Stunt 
Built  Around  Boy  Waif 

Albany — A publicity  “natural”  in  the 
form  of  a boy  baby  abandoned  on  the  steps 
of  a church  in  Hudson,  enabled  RKO  Ex- 
ploiteer Seiling,  the  management  of  Fa- 
bian’s Palace  and  the  Times-Union  to  put 
on  a swell  ballyhoo  for  “Bachelor  Mother.” 

Less  than  48  hours  before  the  film  was 
to  open  at  the  Palace,  a Franciscan  brother 
found  the  infant.  Brought  to  Brady  Ma- 
ternity Hospital  here,  the  baby  was  photo- 
ed.  The  Times-Union,  which  had  arrang- 
ed with  the  Palace  and  RKO  to  open  a 
bank  account  for  each  youngster  born  in 
the  city  24  hours  prior  to  picture’s  debut 
and  registered  with  the  paper,  started  a 
campaign  via  its  columns  and  a money  bar- 
rel in  the  theatre  lobby,  to  raise  funds  for 
the  abandoned  baby.  Ginger  Rogers,  not- 
ified in  Hollywood,  sent  a telegram  and 
$25.  The  theatre  duplicated  this.  Charles 
Coburn  of  the  supporting  cast  came  over 
from  the  Mohawk  Festival,  Schenectady, 
for  a personal  appearance  and  donated  $5. 


Elaborate  Window  Displays 
Set  for  "Bachelor  Mother" 

South  Bend,  Ind. — Elaborate  window  dis- 
plays in  leading  department  stores  featur- 
ed exploitation  arranged  here  by  Guy  Mar- 
tin, manager  of  the  Colfax  Theatre,  for 
“Bachelor  Mother.” 

Other  features:  Giant  attraction  cards, 
surrounded  with  black  and  white  stills 
crediting  attraction,  theatre  and  playdate 
in  main  lobbies  of  three  leading  hotels, 
and  a “Bachelor  Mother”  lunch  at  Wal- 
green’s. 


"Golden  Boy"  Babies 
Given  Many  Gifts 

Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. — The  Congress 
Theatre  and  10  cooperating  stores  offered 
gifts  to  any  baby  born  within  the  city  li- 
mits during  the  three-day  run  of  “Golden 
Boy.” 

A page  advertisement  in  The  Saratogian 
bore  the  caption:  “A  Baby  Is  Worth  Its 
Weight  in  Gold.”  Then  followed  the  state- 
ment that  “Saratoga’s  Golden  Boy  or  Girl” 
would  receive  from  the  Congress  a purse 
made  up  of  a sum  in  dollars  equal  to  the 
pounds  of  the  baby  or  babies’  weight, 
weights  at  birth  to  be  attested  by  the  at- 
tending physician.  The  theatre  promised 
to  pay  a dollar  per  pound  or  fraction  there- 
of. 

In  addition,  the  lucky  mother  or  moth- 
ers were  to  receive  a one-year  pass  to  the 
Congress. 

Stores  whose  advertisements  were  clust- 
ered around  a large  one  for  “Golden  Boy” 
offered  a baby  set,  blanket,  ring,  toy  dog, 
kit  of  supplies,  laundry  order,  a half  ton 
of  coal  and  other  appropriate  gifts. 


Jitterbugs  Draw 

Parsons,  Kas. — Dave  Dallas,  Griffith- 
Dickinson  manager,  promoted  Parsons’ 
first  “Jitterbug  Tournament”  at  the  Kan- 
san here  and  did  three  times  ordinary 
business.  'The  event  was  a competition 
for  the  title  of  “Jitterbug  Champions  of 
Kansas.” 


Work  in  Cause  of  Humanity — 

For  their  record  in  first  aid  and  activity  in  connection  with  work  by  the 
Red  Cross,  employes  of  the  Paramount  Enterprises  circuit  in  Miami  were 
awarded  Red  Cross  certificates.  Here  they  are  at  a dinner  party  in  the 
Hahama  room  of  the  Columbus  Hotel  in  Miami.  Seated  at  the  table, 
starting  at  the  far  left  and  progressing  clockwise,  are  Brooks  Clemments, 
George  Manley,  Carl  Mott,  Eddie  Carmichael,  Dave  Goyen,  W . R.  Lynch 
(general  manager) , Tommy  Manning,  Hazen  Witt,  Jimmie  Love,  William 
Barnett,  Jack  Worley.  Standing,  starting  at  far  left  are  Fred  Pope,  Her- 
bert Watson,  Ross  Henderson,  Randall  Miller,  John  Divyer,  George  Allen, 
Lynwood  Darter,  Paul  Lee,  William  Merrill,  Ted  OtstoCt,  William  Mount, 
Bernard  Harris,  Dick  Carlson  and  Dave  Alcock. 
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Clipper  Ship  Caravan 
For  Paramount  Plug 


Hollywood — An  exploitation  caravan 
for  Frank  Lloyd’s  “Ruler  of  the  Seas” 
will  be  dispatched  by  Paramount  for  an 
8 500-mile  tour  of  the  United  States,  Sep- 
tember 13.  A fleet  of  trucks  and  trailers 
will  carry  a three-masted  clipper  ship,  67 
feet  long;  a second  ship,  replica  of  the 
first  steam  vessel  to  cross  the  Atlantic; 
two  special  buses  in  which  film  players 
will  be  transported;  a five-ton  supply 
truck,  an  advance  truck  and  two  sedans. 

The  equipage,  known  as  the  “Hollywood 
Rulers  of  the  Sea  Caravan,”  will  visit 
more  than  500  cities  and  towns  during  the 
six-week  tour.  The  ships,  actually  sea- 
worthy, will  travel  by  water  on  the  Great 
Lakes,  Missouri,  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers. 

Stunt  will  commemorate  the  101st  anni- 
versary of  the  crossing  of  the  Atlantic 
under  steam.'  power  for  the  first  time. 

Itinerary  includes  Salt  Lake,  Denver, 
Omaha,  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Des  Moines, 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Milwaukee,  Chicago, 
Detroit,  Toledo,  Cleveland,  Rochester, 
Pittsburgh,  Wheeling,  Memphis,  Baton 
Rouge,  New  Orleans,  Dallas  and  scores  of 
other  stopovers. 


"In  Name  Only"  Tied  In 
With  Ohio  State  Fair 

Columbus,  Ohio — A tieup  with  the  Ohio 
State  Fair,  asking  visitors  to  identify  them- 
selves, worked  out  with  the  aid  of  the  Co- 
lumbus Citizen,  highlighted  a campaign  by 
Harry  Schreiber,  manager  of  the  Palace 
here,  for  RKO’s  “In  Name  Only.” 

The  theatre  gave  the  Citizen  a blowup 
of  a photograph  of  some  visitor  snapped 
by  the  paper’s  cameraman  and  five  pairs 
of  theatre  tickets  daily.  Those  identifying 
themselves  received  passes  for  the  picture. 

The  paper  also  devoted  a news  column 
to  the  film. 

Another  feature  included  a “Man  on  the 
Street”  program  by  Station  WOOL,  which 
asked  the  question  “What  Should  a Wom- 
an Do  Who  Suddenly  Discovers  She  Is  a 
Wife  ‘In  Name  Only.’  ” Passes  were  award- 
ed to  those  questioned. 


Campaign  lor  "Citizen" 
Around  a Racing  Car 

Salt  Lake  City  — Paramount’s  “Our 
Leading  Citizen”  is  being  built  up  here 
around  a lobby  display  in  the  Utah  Thea- 
tre featuring  Ab  Jenkins’  speed  car  of  a 
few  years  ago. 

Jenkins  recognizedly  is  Salt  Lake’s  lead- 
ing citizen,  as  well  as  one  of  America’s 
foremost  automobile  racers. 


Test  Hedy's  Appeal 

Indianapolis — For  “Lady  of  the  Tropics,” 
Ward  Farrar,  manager  of  Loew’s,  and  Har- 
old Marshall,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  conduct- 
ed lie  detector  tests  of  leading  bachelors 
and  young  married  men  to  determine  their 
reaction  to  Hedy  Lamarr. 


Cleveland  Costume  Party 
For  "The  Wizard  of  Oz" 


Cleveland  — More  than  100  children  of 
Greater  Cleveland  participated  in  a “Wiz- 
ard of  Oz”  costume  party  staged  by  Mil- 
ton  Harris,  director  of  publicity  for  Loew’s 
Theatres,  in  conjunction  with  the  city  rec- 
reation division,  the  News  and  the  State 
and  Stillman  theatres. 

The  story  of  “Oz”  appeared  in  the  News 
daily  for  two  weeks,  with  characters  from 
the  picture  featured. 

Contestants  were  required  only  to  reg- 
ister with  their  playground  instructors,  or 
if  not  connected  with  any  of  the  play- 
grounds, applications  could  be  filed  with 
the  “Wizard  of  Oz  Masquerade  Editor” 
of  the  News.  ’The  contest  was  limited  to 
boys  and  girls  ranging  in  age  from  six  to 
16.  One  of  the  stipulations  was  that  all 
costumes  had  to  be  made  by  children  or 
parents.  Rented  costumes  were  barred. 
Prizes  consisted  of  a new  dress  or  suit  for 
first  prize  winners. 


Clever  Newspaper  Series 
To  Sell  "Livingstone" 

Marinette,  Wis. — The  Fox  Theatre  here 
plugged  “Stanley  and  Livingstone”  with  a 
series  of  daily  newspaper  advertisements 
captioned  with  such  words  as  “Reward,” 
“Discovered,”  “Lost”  and  “Found.” 

The  same  house  used  comments  from 
“the  most  hardboiled  critics  in  town”  who 
“see  more  than  100  movies  each  year,”  to 
advertise  ‘"The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 
Quoted  in  the  ad  were  Marsha  Johnson, 
cashier  at  the  Fox;  Herb  Newman,  projec- 
tionist, and  John  Gillis,  janitor. 


Promotes  Full  Page  Ad 
To  Plug  "The  Women" 

Kenosha,  Wis. — E.  R.  Brennan,  mana- 
ger of  the  Kenosha  Theatre,  promoted  a 
full  page  newspaper  advertisement  to  help 
plug  “The  Women.” 

Seven  merchants,  not  including  the 
theatre,  cooperated  in  the  advertisement, 
which  was  captioned,  “Tomorrow  is  Ke- 
nosha’s Greatest  Shopping  Day  for  ‘The 
Women.’  Planned  for  Women — in  honor 
of  the  Great  Metro-Goldwyn  Picture,  ‘The 
Women.’  ” 


They  Learn  How 

Salt  Lake  City  — “Good  Girls  Go  to 
Paris”  was  screened  at  the  Utah  Theatre 
for  a group  of  waitresses  and  manicurists, 
with  costumed  girls  passing  out  heralds  on 
the  picture. 


Spot  Wrecked  Plane 

Salt  Lake  City — A plane  which  crashed 
near  here  some  time  ago  was  spotted  at  the 
Utah  Theatre  to  draw  attention  to  RKO’s 
“Five  Came  Back.”  And  it  did. 


Daughters  Counted 

Harrisonburg,  Va. — Families  with  four 
daughters  were  admitted  free  to  the  State 
Theatre  here  by  Manager  Jack  W.  Fret- 
well  for  the  showing  of  “Four  Daughters.” 


VERYTHING 


bespeaks 


Gotbam 


gracious  living  • • • 
its  spacious  rooms. 


economy 


The  Gotham 

Ava.  at  55»h  St.  N EW  YORK  CITY 

. ■<  hA  w;' 


Under  the  same 
Management  as 

The  D rah c 

CHICAGO 

TheBlachstone 

CHICAGO 

The  Evanshire 

EVANSTON.  ILL. 

Thelouin  house 

LOS  ANGELES 

A.  S.  Kirkeby 
Managing  Director 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  9,  1939 


91 


"OLD  MAID"  DOUBLES  AVERAGE  IN  NEW  HAVEN 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Magnificent  Fraud  (Para);  Chicken 

Wagon  Family  (20th-Fox)  70 

Memorial — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 

Fnexpected  Father  (Univ),  2nd  wk 65 

Metropolitan — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  Bull- 
dog Dmmmond  Takes  a Bride  (Para) 135 

Orpheum — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk. ; 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col)  85 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  75 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  60 


CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th-Fox) . 100 
Carolina — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox) . 110 


Imperial — Four  Feathers  (UA),  1st  half 110 

Imperial — These  Glamorous  Girls  (M-G-M), 

2nd  half  100 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  loop  wk 90 

Chicago — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  plus  stage 
show,  film  moved  to  Apollo  for  2nd  loop  wk.  .110 
Garrick — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M), 

3rd  loop  wk 85 

Oriental — Fne.xpected  Father  (Univ) ; Clouds 
Over  Euroije  (Col),  2nd  loop  wk.,  plus  stage 

show  90 

Palace — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  plus  stage 

show,  held  2nd  wk  100 

Roosevelt — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox), 

moved  to  Garrick  for  2nd  loop  wk 90 

State-Lake — They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M), 

plus  'stage  show  90 

United  Artists — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  held 

2nd  wk 125 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — In  Name  Only  (RKO).  held  over 130 

Capitol — IVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk., 

held  130 

Keith’s — I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  100 

Lyric — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  2nd  wk..ll0 

Palace — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  held  120 

Shubert — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk..  held  120 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk.  150 

Hippodrome — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ)..  120 
Palace — The  New  Adventures  of  Sherlock 

Holmes  (20th-Fox)  90 

State — The  Star  Maker  (Para)  100 

Stillman — The  Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk.  .130 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Hell’s  Kitchen  (\VB),  1st  part 100 

Capitol — Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para),  2nd  part..  80 

Capitol — Blind  Alley  (Col)  85 

Majestic — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para) ; Gate- 
way to  HolliTvood  show  on  stage  with  Ed- 
mund Lowe,  Wendy  Barrie  and  Jesse  L. 

Lasky  90 

Palace — W’izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  115 

Rialto — On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  120 

Rialto — Chicken  iVagon  Family  (20th-Fox) . . . . 85 
Tower — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 90 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

after  a wk.  at  the  Denver  120 

Broadway — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  after  a 

wk.  at  the  Orpheum  130 

Denham- — The  Star  Maker  (Para) 180 

Denver — AVinter  Carnival  (UA),  plus  stage 

show  140 

Orpheum — Lady  of  the  Tropios  (M-G-M); 

Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  110 

Paramount — Blondie  Takes  a A’aeatioii  (Col); 

Exile  Express  (GN)  100 

Rialto — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  after  a wk. 
at  each  the  Aladdin  and  Denver 130 

DETROIT 

Adams — Wten  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  after 

wk.  at  Fox;  Panama  Lady  (RKO)  100 

Fox — Coast  Guard  (Col);  Blondie  Takes  a 

Vacation  (Col)  100 

Michigan — Each  Dawn  1 Die  (FN),  2nd  wk.; 

Night  Work  (Para)  90 

Palms  State — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA), 

2nd  wk;  Naughty  But  Nice  (WB),  2nd  wk. . . 85 
United  Artists — The  IVlzard  of  Oz  (M-G-M) ...  120 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — The  Man  From  Sundown  (Col);  Special 

Inspector  (Warwick)  70 

Apollo — Danghters  Courageous  (FN);  Naughty 

But  Nice  (WB).  2nd  wk 85 

Circle — MTien  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) ; For- 
gotten Women  (Univ)  120 

Loew’s — Winter  Carnival  (UA) ; Miracles  for 
Sale  (M-G-M)  100 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — The  Mikado  (Univ)  60 

Midland — These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M);  The 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


The  Old  Maid  ((3ual) — New 

Haven  200 

The  Star  Maker — Denver 180 

Four  Feathers  <dual) — Portland. .150 
In  Name  Only  (dual) — Los  An- 
geles, Omaha  150 

Stanley  and  Livingstone — 

Cleveland,  Portland  150 

Wizard  of  Oz — New  Orleans 

(2nd  wk.)  150 

The  Old  Maid — New  York  City 

(3rd  wk.)  145 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,  15th  wk..  New  York 
City. 

The  Mikado,  4th  wk.,  Minneapolis. 

Lady  of  the  Tropics,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago, 
Salt  Lake  City. 

Stanley  and  Livingstone,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago, 
Seattle. 

When  Tomorrow  Comes,  3rd  wk.,  Port- 
land. 


Man  They  Could  Not  Hang  (Col) 75 

Newman — The  Star  Maker  (Para) 135 

Orpheum — Hiwhelor  Mother  (RKO);  The  Saint 

in  London  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

Tower* — It  Could  Hap|>en  to  You  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  100 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  65 

•1st  wk.  of  reopening. 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Hotel  for  AA’oinen  (20th-Fox);  Mr. 

Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th-F©x) 100 

Downtown — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  140 

Four  Star — Four  Feathers  (UA),  2nd  wk 100 

Hillstreet^ — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  Missing 

Daughters  (Col)  150 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtowm  140 

Pantages — Same  as  Ilillstreet  150 

Paramount — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  Exile 

Express  (GN)  125 

State — Same  as  Chinese  100 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox):  Chieken 

Wagon  Family  (20th-Fox)  105 

Riverside — Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep); 

Blackstone,  Magician  on  stage  120 

Strand — Man  In  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) ; Our 

Leading  Citizen  (Para)  100 

Warner — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  I Stole  a 

Million  (Univ)  125 

Wisconsin — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

(l''ox);  (tuii-k  .^l^llioa.*>  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk...l00 


MINNEAPOLIS 

.Aster — T'he  .Al!*n  The.v  Couldn’t  Hung  (Col); 

Forgotten  Women  (Univ)  90 

Century — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 90 

Gopher — These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M)  100 

Minnesota — Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep), 

stage  show  90 

Orpheum — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  (Paul  Whiteman)  175 

State — IVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  125 

World — The  Mikado  (Univ),  4th  wk 80 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno  (2bth-Fox),  2nd  wk.  .130 
Loew-Poli — The  Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M);  Blondie 
'I'akes  a Vacation  (Col),  moved  to  College 


for  2nd  wk 126 

Paramount — The  Hurricane  (UA) ; Stella  Dal- 
las (UA),  reissues  65 

Roger  Sherman — The  Old  Maid  (FN);  Torchy 
Plays  With  Dynamite  (WB)  200 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Magnifieent  Fraud  (Para)  75 

Globe — Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 80 


Liberty — The  Spellbinders  (RKO)  90 

Lyceum — Hardy’s  Ride  High  (M-G-M) 90 

Orpheum — Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 100 

Saenger — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox)  100 

State — AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Tudor — Stanle.v  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

sub  run  95 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  15th 

wk.,  held  110 

Capitol — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk., 

held.  Garland  and  Rooney  on  stage 180 

Criterion — Death  of  a Champion  (Para)  80 

Globe — Coast  Guard  (Col)  100 

Paramount — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Fifth  Avenue  Girl 

(RKO),  plus  stage  show  130 

Rivoli — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  2nd 

wk.,  held  120 

Roxy — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  pltis  stage 

show  90 

Strand — The  Old  Maid  (FN),  3rd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  145 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — The  AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  135 

Liberty — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  The  Spell- 
binder (RKO),  4 days  90 

Liberty — AA'aterfront  (AVB);  AA’ay  Down  South 

(RKO).  3 days  80 

Midwest — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  110 

Plaza — AA’hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  move- 

over  80 

State — Tidal  AA’ave  (Rep) ; Behind  Prison 

Bars  (Col),  3 days  100 

State — Coast  Guard  (Col);  Five  Little  Peppers 

and  How  They  Grew  (Col),  4 days  110 

Tower — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M),  move- 
over  95 

OMAHA 

Brandels — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  The  Spell- 
binder (RKO)  150 

Omaha — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  Stronger 

'Than  Desire  (M-G-M)  140 

Orpheum — AA'hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) ; 

Ex-Chami)  (Univ)  120 

PHILADELPHIA 

Boyd— AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 80 

Canitol — Island  of  I,ost  Alen  (Para),  1st  wk.  of 

3-hr.  show  policy  80 

Earlf — These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M);  return 

of  stage  shows  HO 

Fox — AA’hen  Tomorrorv  Comes  (Univ)  75 

Karlton — Hotel  for  AA’omen  (20th-Fox),  2nd 

run  85 

Palace — Andy  Hard.v  Gets  Spring  Fever 

(M-G-M),  3rd  run  90 

Stanley — Stanle.v  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox).  90 
Stanton — I Stole  a Alillion  (Univ)  95 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — AA'hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ)  135 

Fulton — (Reopening)  Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox) . 130 

Penn — The  AA’izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  130 

Stanley — Angels  AA’ash  Their  Faces  (FN) 80 

Warner — Four  Feathers  (UA),  2nd  d.t.  wk.  ...125 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Four  Feathers  (UA) ; Unexpected 

Father  (Univ)  150 

Liberty — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 

Quick  trillions  (20th-Fox)  150 

Mayfair — AA’hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) ; Mir- 
acles for  Sale  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 100 

Orpheum — Flight  at  Midnight  (Rep) ; Grand 
Jury  Secrets  (Para),  plus  stage  show,  headed 

by  Jackie  Souders’  orchestra  100 

Paramount — Beau  Geste  (Para);  News  Is 

Ma<le  at  Night  (20th-Fox)  140 

United  Artists — AA’izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd 
wk 140 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Beau  Geste  (Para)  105 

Studio — I>a<ly  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk.  .110 
Utah — Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para);  Under- 
cover Doctor  (Para)  115 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

Fox);  Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox).  3rd  wk- . . . 90 
Fifth  Avenue — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  110 

1 iberty — Golden  Boy  (Col)  110 

Music  Box — Four  Feathers  (UA)  100 

Orpheum — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox);  They 

All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  90 

palomar — S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Paramount — The  Star  Maker  (Para) ; The 

Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  90 

Uptown — Peg  of  Old  Drury  (Foreign)  80 
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GUIDE  TO  ^ 


A 

A Child  Is  Bora  (WB)  Augr.  5..  415 
Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 3855 
Adventures  ol  Huckleberry  Pinn 


(M-G-M)  Feb.  IS 983 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(80th-Fox)  Auff.  86 005 

Allegheny  Frontier  (RKO) 006 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 

Fever  <M-G-M>  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Ang.  6 36T 

Arizona  Kid  (Kep)  

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue ....  1072 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 932 

Bad  Funds  (RKO)  July  29 933 

Beau  Geste  (Para)  July  89 3902 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Ang.  6 9033 

Beware,  Spooks!  (Col) 

BlackmaU  (M-G-M)  3 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  89 9016 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 
Col)  July  22  9010 


Blue  Montana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6.844 
Boy  Friend  {20th-Fox)  May  13..  943 
Boys  Reformatory  (Mono)  May  6 3880 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  87 . . 937 
Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 

G 

Calling  All  Marines  (Rep) 

t'Hiiluiii  Fury  1LA>  May  13 

Career  (RKO)  July  1 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 


(20th-Fox)  Ang.  18  000 

Chai'lte  Chau  in  Itenu 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 948 

('Imsing  Danger  (80th-Fox) 

Jan.  7 941 

Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th- 

Fox)  Ang.  19  002 

Cisco  Kid  (20th-Fox)  

Clouds  Osver  Furoije  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  Ang.  19 9008 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FN) 

May  13  374 

Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  Aug.  5 . . . 846 
Confessions  of  Naxi  Spy  (FN) 

Apr.  89  3.5.3 

Conspiracy  (RKO)  Sept.  2 935 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  (Mono) 

D 

Dancing  Co-ed  (M-G-M) 3 

Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  84 360 

Da.v  the  Bookies  Wept  (RKO) 

Sept.  9 002 

Death  of  a Champion  (Para) 

Sept.  2 3901 

Desperate  Trails  (Univ)  4038 

Destry  Bides  Again  (tiniv) 

Disputed  Passage  (Para) 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk 

(80th-Fox)  015 


Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN)  Aug.  19 

E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 


Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  July  29....  001 

Escape,  The  <80th-Fox) 010 

Eternally  Vours  (DA) 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 
Everything’s  on  Ice  (RKO) 

Sept.  9 946 

Ex-Champ  (Dnlv)  May  20 3010 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 


F 

Fast  and  Furious  (M-G-M) 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (RKO)  Aug.  26  934 

Fighting  Gringo  (RKO)  Sept.  2..  986 


First  Dove  (Dniv)  

Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10  987 

Five  Dittle  Peppers  (Col) 9017 

Flight  at  Midnight  (Rep)  Sept,  2.9111 

Flying  Deuces  (RKO) 010 

Forgotten  Woman  (Dnlv)  July  8.. 3031 
Four  Feathers  (DA)  ........ .June  84 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  951 

Full  Confession  (RKO)  Aug.  26.  003 

G 


Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Geronimo  (Para)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (RKO) 

June  10  920 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  80  988 

Girl  From  Rio  (Mono) 3885 

Golden  Boy  (Coi)  Aug.  19 9003 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  84  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  80  945 

Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  87.  944 
Graeie  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

Slay  20  3848 

Green  Hell  (Dniv)  


H 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Dniv)  Aug.  36. 


Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24...  312 
Henry  Goes  Arizona  (M-G-M) . . 2 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 

(20th-Fox)  009 

Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Hero  for  a Day  (Dniv) 

Hidden  Power  (Col)  May  27 1025 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  Aug.  26 376 


Hollywood  Cavalcade  (20th-Fox)  007 

Honeymoon  in  Bali  (Para) 

Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22.. 3836 
House  of  Fear  (Dniv)  May  20.. 3038 
Housekeeper’s  Daughter  (DA)  ... . 


I 

I Stole  a Million  (Dniv)  July  22 . . 
Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 

July  15  315 

In  Name  Only  (RKO)  Aug.  12..  936 
In  Old  Caliente  (Kep)  July  15..  856 
In  Old  Monterey  (Kep)  July  29.  847 


Inside  Information  (Dnlv) 

June  10  3040 

Intermezzo,  A Dove  Story  (DA) 
Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  3841 

Irish  Duck  (Mono)  Aug.  26 3826 

Island  of  Dost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

Jamaica  Inn  (Para)  July  8 

Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 

(80th-Fox)  May  87 946 

Juarez  (IVB)  Apr.  29 301 


K 


Kansas  Terrors  (Rep)  

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27.  363 
Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion  (Col)  . . 9034 

L 

Dady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  12  947 

Daw  of  the  Pampas  (Para) 

Dost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 

Dost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue. . 994 
Lucky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6...  933 


M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 . 3847  ! 


Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 

Aug.  5 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (DA)  July  8 
Man  of  Conquest  (Rep)  Apr.  15..  801 
Man  They  Could  Not  Hang  (Col) 

Aug.  19  9018 

Man  Vflio  Dared  (FN)  Apr,  8...  375 
Miekey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 
Mikado,  The  (Dniv)  Jan.  7.... 4041 
Million  Dollar  Degs  (Para) 

JiUy  15  3846 


Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 946 
Missing  Duagliters  (Col)  Apr,  89.9027 
Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep)  July  8.  845 
Mr.  lUutu  luKes  a V aealiou 

(20th-Fox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington 

(Col)  

Mr.  M ong  in  Cluuatown 

(Mono)  July  82  3807 

Jlutiiiy  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Dniv)  June  24  40.51 

Mutiny  In  the  Big  House  (Mono)  3803 

My  Dove  for  Vours  (Para) 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ) Reissue 


N 


Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden 

Staircase  (WB)  Aug.  26 419 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Nhooter 

(WB)  July  15  384 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 
New  Frontier  (Kep)  Aug.  19....  8G8 
News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Night  Work  (Para)  Aug.  12.... 3849 

No  Place  to  Go  (FN) 469 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (RKO) 

Aug.  26  001 


o 


Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

reissue  993 

Oklalioina  Frontier  (Dniv) 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono) 3856 

Old  Maid,  The  (FN)  Aug.  5 458 

On  Borrow'ed  Time  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

$1,000  a Touchdown  (Fara) 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Col)  May  80  9001 


Our  Deadlng  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.  6 


Out  of  Singapore  (Astor).. 

Outpost  of  the  Mounlies  (Col)..  1201 
Outside  Tliese  W alls  (Col) 

Jane  3 9031 

Overland  Mail  (Mono)  3857 

P 

Pack  Dp  Tour  Troubles 

(20th-Fox)  014 

Paiianui  Lady  (RKO)  May  13...  925 
Panama  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  85....  314 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8... 9038 


Q 

()ulck  Millions  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  6 004 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 


May  80  984 

Rains  Came,  The  (20th-Fox) ....  001 
Range  War  (Para)  Aug.  18.... 3954 

Real  Glory,  The  (DA) 

Renegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.. 3859 
Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono) 

Sept.  9 3863 

Rio  (Dniv)  

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

(80th-Fox)  May  13  942 


S 

Sabotage  (Rep)  

Saint  in  London  (RKO)  July  1..  929 

Scandal  Sheet  (Col)  

Scouts  of  the  Air  (Mono) 3816 

Second  F'iddle  (80th- 1 ox)  July  8 
She  Married  a (iop  (Hep)  July  1 81.5 

Shipyard  Sally  (20th-Fox) 018 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono) 


CURRENT  RELEASES 


Aug.  6 3823 

Should  Husbands  Work?  (Kep) 

July  23  816 

Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3..WI-3 
Six  Gun  Rh.Mliin  (GN)  Feb.  18  Wl-19 

Sky  Pilot  (Mono)  

6.000  Fiiemie»  (M-G-M)  June  3..  938 
Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep)  Aug.  26.  825 
Some  Like  It  Hut  (Pura)  May  13  3837 
Sorority  House  (RKO)  Apr.  88..  984 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (Rep)  June  3 813 


Southward  Ho!  (Rep)  June  17..  855 

Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 931 

Stanle.v  and  l.ivingstone  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  5 003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  Aug.  19 8851 

Stolen  Lite  (Para)  Aj>r.  29 386) 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  8 008 

Stronger  Tlian  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 

siibiimriiie  Patrol  (80tli-F’ox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Dniv) 

June  10  3009 

Susaiiiiah  of  the  Mouuties 

(20tli-Fox)  June  17  954 

T 

I’aizaii  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

June  3 939 

Television  Spy  (Para) 


Tell  No  Tales  (M-G-M)  fllay  20.  935 
These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) . . 948 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

They  Asked  for  It  (Dniv)  July  8.8040 
Tliey  Shall  Have  Music  (CA)  July  16 
This  Man  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 


Those  High  Grey  Walls  (Col) . . 
Tliree  Texas  Steers  (Rep)  June  24  866 

Three  Sons  (RKO) 004 

Thunder  Afloat  (M-G-M) 4 

Timber  Stamiaide  (RKO)  June  24  985 

'I'o  tile  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Torchy  Plays  With  Dynamite 

(WB)  Aug.  6 326 

Xoreby  Ituns  for  Mayor  (WB) 

Apr.  1 328 

Tower  of  London  (Dniv) 

Tropic  Fury  (Dniv)  


Trupiied  ill  tile  Sky  (Col)  Feb.  48.9024 
Tumbleweeds  (Astor)  May  27... 

Two  Bright  Boys  (Cniv) 

20,000  Men  a Year  (30th-Fox) . . 013 


U 

D-67  (Astor)  

Dndercover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  87  3840 

Dnderpup  (Dniv)  Sept.  3 

Dnexpccted  Father  (Cniv)  ..  .July  82 
Ciiioii  Pacific  (Para)  Aluy  6... 3835 
Diimarried  (Para)  May  27 3838 

W 

Wall  Street  Cowboy  (Kep) 

Sept.  9 857 

Ware  Case,  The  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  8014 

Waterfront  (WB)  July  1 385 


Way  Dowti  South  (RKO)  July  28  947 


Western  Caravans  (Col)  July  1.9207 

What  a Life  (Para)  

When  Tomorrow  Comes 

(Cniv)  Aug.  19  3003 

Winter  Carnival  (OA)  July  22... 
W’izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  Aug.  19.  949 

Wolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 3813 

Woman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 

July  8 9086 

Women,  The  (M-G-M)  Sept.  2...  1 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (Kep)  July  16.. 867 

Y 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 

Murder  (FN)  Jan.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Lincolu 

(80th-Fox)  June  10 947 


Z 

Zero  Hour  (Kep)  May  27 
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Columbia 


AUL-STAR  CORrEDIES 
A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) ...  .Apr.  21, ’39 
Boon)  Goes  the  Groom 

(nVz)  Mar.  24,  ’39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  June  2,  ’39 
Pest  From  the  West  (..)...  .June  16 

Rattling  Romeo  (17) Jnl.v  14 

Skinny  the  Moocher  (16%)  ..  .Sept.  8 
Static  in  the  Attic  (19) Sept.  22 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  5, ’39 

The  Sap  Takes  a Wrap 

(1.5V2)  Mar.  10, ’39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Cl.yde 

(18)  July  28 

Mooching  'Through  Georgia 

(..)  Aug.  11 


cm, OR  RHAPSODIFS 

Crop  Chasers  (..)  Sept.  22 

Hhi<i>.)  lot-  <7>  ..  Mht.  ;tt 

TToll.ywood  Sweepstakes  (8)...  July  28 

Jitterbug  Knights  (7)  Ang.  11 

Uuck.v  Pigs  (7)  May  26 

Mountain  Ears  (..)  Oct.  20 

Nell’s  Yells  (7)  June  30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8)  . .Feb.  26, ’39 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (8) Feb.  24, '39 

Tile  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14, ’39 

COT.UMBIA  TOUR 
Big  Town  Commnters  tOI  Feb.  3, ’39 
Holland  (Andre  de  la  Varre 

Productions)  ( . . ) Sept.  15 

Man  Made  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(10)  May  26 

Sojourn  in  India  (..) July  7 

Morocco  (10)  Aug.  11 

COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  1 Crosby  Hit  Songs  (9)....  Ang.  4 
No.  2 Old  Time  Songs  (9%) . . . Sept.  8 
No.  7 Paraile  of  Hits  (9)  . Mar.  24, ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  Waltzes 

(11)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

No  ••  Songs  of  the  West 

(10)  May  19,  ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  (.  .)  June  16 
Third  Series 
No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10)  . . . .Feb.  24,  ’39 
FABUES  CARTOON 

Uittle  Lost  Sheep  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

FOOLS  WHO  MADE  HISTORY 
No.  1 Charles  Goodyear  (..).. Ang.  25 

No.  2 Elias  Howe  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

HAPPY  HOUR 

No.  1 (10%)  Feb.  22 

No.  2 (10%)  Mar.  23 

No.  3 (11)  Apr.  21 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  (7)  Apr.  6, ’39 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (7)  . . . .Feb.  17, ’39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  (6)  . . . .May  12, ’39 
MUSIC  HALL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a .Music  Hall 

(IO</2)  .Ian.  20, ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (10)  ..  Mar.  2, ’39 
Montmarte  Madness  (10%)  ..  .June  30 
Yanl.-ee  Doodle  Home 

(10)  May  19, ’39 


PHANTASIES  CARTOON 
The  Charm  Bracelet  (..)....  Sept.  1 
PICTURKGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  1.5, ’.39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
A IVorm’s  Eye  View  (7) ..  Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rodeo  (6) June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7) .Mar.  3,’39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  1(..)  Sept.  15 

No.  2(..)  Oct.  20 

No.  5 (9)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

No.  6(10%)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 


No.  8(9%)  Apr.  8, ’39 

No.  9(10)  May  12 

No.  10  (10)  May  26 

No.  11  (10)  June  29 

No.  12  (10)  July  28 

SPORT  REEI.S 

Bows  and  Arrows  ( . .) Sept.  29 

Diving  Rhythm  (10) May  5,  ’39 

Gel  Read)  Navy  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Jockeys  Up  (10%)  June  2 

Navy  Champions  (9%)  Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Technique  of  Tennis  (8%)  . . . .June  30 

There  Goes  Rusty  (10%) July  15 

Big  Fish  (10)  Aug.  18 


THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 


A Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(IBVo)  Apr.  7. ’3)1 

Calling  All  Curs  (17%) Aug.  25 

Oily  to  Bed,  Oily  to  Rise 

(18%)  Oct.  6 

Saved  by  the  Belle  (17) June  30 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

We  AVant  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Yes,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(16)  May  19,  '39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
Vo.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Feb.  21,  ’39 

No.  3 Inside  the  Capitol 

(10)  May  26,  ’39 

No.  4 Library  of  Congress 

(10)  Aug.  4 


OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Auto  Antics  (10) July  22 

Clown  Princess  (10) Apr.  15, ’39 

Cousin  AVilbur  (10) Apr.  29, ’39 

Dog  Daze  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Mar.  II,  ’39 

Joy  Scouts  (10)  June  24 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Angel  of  Mercy  (10) May  20,  ’39 

Giant  of  Norway  (11)  Sepia.  June  24 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
Storys  That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed 

(11)  July  22 

The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10). Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  June  17 

PETD  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Culinary  Carving  (9)  July  1 

Doidile  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OHeroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

Marine  Circus  (9) Mar.  11, ’39 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia.  .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) May  20, ’39 

Take  a Cure  (Sepia)  (9) Aug,  12 

Weather  AVizards  (9) Apr.  8, ’39 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 
An  Hour  for  Lunch  (9) . .Mar,  18,  ’39 

Dark  Magic  (10)  May  13 

Home  Early  (9)  May  27 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28, ’39 

Paramount 


Grand  National 

CAA'Al.CADE  OF  SFUFF 

No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 

M-G-M 

CRIAIE  DOESN’T  PAY 

Help  AVanted  (21) June  10 

Money  to  Loan  (21) Mar.  11, ’39 

Aniile  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15, ’39 

FITZPATRICK  TRAA’ELTALKS 
In  Technicfdor 

Ancient  Egy  pt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9) Ma.v  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9)...  Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

.lava  .lourney  (10) Mar.  18 

Picturesque  Udaipur  (8)  . .May  13,  ’39 

Rural  Hungary  (9) Apr.29,  ’.39 

MINIATURES 

Hollywood  Hobbies  (10) ..  May  13, ’39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

Love  on  a Tap  (11) Mar.  18, ’39 

Prophets  Without  Honor 

(11)  May  20, ’39 

The  Greener  Hills  (11)  ...  May  27, ’39 
MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Happily  Buried  (20) Apr.  1.5, ’39 

Somewhat  Secret  (21) ...  Mar.  25, ’.39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor. . .May  13 
Goldilocks  and  the  'Three  Bears 


(11)  July  15 

.Jitterbug  Follies  (9) Feb.  2.5,  *39 

©Little  Gold  Fish  (8) ..  .Apr.  1.5, ’39 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

The  Bear  That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  June  10 

AA'anted  No  Master  (8) ..  .Mar.  18, ’39 


M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 


BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Musical  Mountaineers  (7)  .May  12, ’39 

My  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

Rhvthm  on  the  Reservation 

(7)  July  7 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7).. Mar.  31 
'Tile  Scared  Crows  (7) . . . . June  9, ’39 
Y'ip  Y'ip  Tippy  (7) Aug.  11 

COl.OR  CLASSICS 

Alwa.vs  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Barnyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

COl.OR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  In  Cineeolor) 

Ecuador  (Cineeolor)  (10) . . . .Sept.  1 

.Jamaica  (10)  Ma.v  26 

I.aml  of  Inca  Alemorles  (10) . ..Tan.  27 

Republic  of  Panama  (9) . . . .Mar.  24 

HEADLINER 

' Vong  Is  Boco  (10V  . . .Tan.  6,  ’39 
Artie  Shaw’s  Class  in  Swing 

(10)  Sept.  8 

The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

T.awrenee  AValk  (10)  Mar.  .3 

T.awrepce  Walk  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sweet  Moments  (11) Aug.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 

Vinsie  'Tbrongb  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3.  '39 

.Tan  Garber  and  Orchestra- 

Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  May  5,  ’39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his 

orchestra. 

Sweet  Moments  (11)  Ang.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 
Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10) . .June  2, ’.39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Queen 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’.39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra,  Bet- 
ty Hutton,  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 

sino, Dick  Todd. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


PARAGRAPHICS 

Brealdng  the  News  (19) Ang.  25 

Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) June  23 


Fisherman’s  Pluck  (10) . .Apr.  14, ’39 


Swans  (10)  May  19, ’39 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 


Unfinished  Symphony  (10) Jan.  13 


PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  6(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Uolony, 
huise  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  81iaw  and  hla  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3,  .39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  .3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’.39 

Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 

No.  10  (11)  May  5, ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2, ’39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

©Aladdin  and  His  Wonderful 

Lamp  (22)  Apr.  7,  ’39 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Gho.sks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’39 

Hello,  How  Am  I?  (7)  July  14 

It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28, ’39 

Leave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

IVotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 


POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cineeolor) 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6, ’.39 

No.  4 (10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5(11)  May  12, ’39 

No.  6(11)  Aug.  4 

Popular  Sciences  No.  .19-1  (Cine- 
color)  (11)  Sept.  15 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Death  Valley  Thrills  (10) . .June  9, ’.39 
Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’39 

I'rolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Hydro-Maniacs  (10)  Sept.  1 

'The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

'Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  '39 
Adventures  of  two  hoys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 


UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, '39 

No.  6 (10)  Apr.  14, ’.39 

No.  6 (Cineeolor)  (10) ...  .June  16, '39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNKV  CAKTOONH 
Autograph  Hound,  The  (8) . . .Sept.  1 


Beach  Biciiic  (8) June  9, '39 

Donald’s  (’ousin  Gus  (7) .. May  19, '39 
Donald's  I.iioky  Day  (8)  . .Jan.  13,  *39 

Donald's  Penguin  (8) Aug.  11 

Goot>  and  M'ilhiir  (8) Mar.  17 

Practical  Pig  (8)  Feb,  24,  '39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  3, '39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pinto  In  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  Pointer  (8)  July  21 
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OThe  Hockey  Champ  (7) . .Apr.  7,  ’39 
The  Ugly  Hucklliig  (9) Apr.  7 

BlttiAK  KiSNJNUUV  COUKOilCH 

Baby  Oa/.e  (15) May  19,  *39 

Clock  Wise  (19)  Alar.  24 

Father-ln-iaw’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  It. 

Feathered  Pests  (16)  July  28 

Maid  to  Order  (181 Jau.  27, '39 

Edgar  trios  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADIANER  COAIFDEEy 

Swing  Vacathin  (19) Feb.  24. ’39 

Sales  Slips  (17)  July  21 

LEUIN  BUKOL,  COMEDIES 

Crime  Have  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 

his  home  without  knowing  It. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’39 

Aloving  Vanities  (17) May  5, ’39 

King  Madness  (19) June  30, ’39 

MARCH  OF  TIAIE 
No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

Tile  Slate  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

foung  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Crisis. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17,  '39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

Junan  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Jjlxlo — The  nation’s  number  one 
oro»»lem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

No.  13(18)  Aug.  4 

Metropolis — 1939. 

NC-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .Alay  12, ’39 
East  & Uumke.  Lillian  Koth,  Era- 
zee  Sisters,  Gllrone  & Starr. 

Hello  Alaina  (11)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

lieorge  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys. 
Frieda  Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

<111,  Feb.  17, ’.39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  tk  His  Gypsy  Orchestra. 
Moscow  Choir,  K-aravaeff,  Luba 
Mallna. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20,  '39 

The  RImacs,  Roslta  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PA’I'HE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COAtEDlES 

Dog-Gene  (161  Apr.  21. ’39 

Alarriage-Go-Round  (18) July  28 

Plumb  Crazy  (lo> l eb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16,  ’39 

Kennel  Kings  (9)  Aug.  11 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) Jnl.v  14, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . .Alay  19,  ’39 
The  goiters  show  how  It’s  done. 

Snow  Falls  <9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHI’TLET  WESTERNS 

(New  Series) 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, ’39 
Ranch  House  Romeo  (17)  . . . . Apr.  7 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Pack  Trip  (9)  Aug.  18 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9)  ..  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Swinguet  (8)  May  26, ’39 

Television  (9)  Ala.v  5,  ’39 

World  of  Tomorrow  (9) June  23 

Zoo  (9)  July  21 

TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

Five  ’Times  Five  (19) Jul.y  21 

The  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 


20  th  Century ’Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CA.MKRA.MAN 

Conquering  the  Colorado  (11)  Aug.  18 
l»Hii*  liivi  o,  I, auger  <10;  .Jan.  o.  *39 

Filming  the  Fleet  (..)  Oct.  27 

Sand  Hugs  (10) Alay  12 

ED  'THORGERSEN-SPOKTS 

Big  Game  Fishing  (..) Sept.  1 

Huiiliiig  Dog-  ,||) Alar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  Alay  12 

.shooting  tor  Par  (10) Jau.  € 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  June  23 

FATHER  HUBBARD’S  AL.\S- 
KAN  ADVENTCRES 
^Birthplace  of  Icebergs  (11).. Aug.  4 
1 A.sHIONb 

^Fashion  Forecasts  No.  1 

( . . ) Sept.  15 

©lashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31,  ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..)..  July  7 
FOX  MO\  lETONE  NEWS 
Relea.sed  twice  weekly. 

LEAV  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE 
PUSS  PARADE 
Alonke.vs  Is  the  Craziest 

People  (..)  Sept.  29 

Aluscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

Wliul  I’lvrry  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELl.  THOAIAS  AIAOIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  (..)  May  26 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3, ’.39 

Al.vstie  Siam  (10) Alar.  17,  ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....June  9 
The  Evergreen  Empire  (..).. Oct.  13 

liking  'I  rail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

’I’ERRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  (..) .Tune  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  June  30 

Barn.vard  Baseball  (7)  July  14 

Barn.vard  Egg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  Alay  6 

Frozen  Feet  (7) Feb.  24 

Gnutl.t  Goose  in  G-Alan 

.lifters  (7)  Mar.  10 

^Hook,  Line  and  Sinker  (..).Sept.  8 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  Alay  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Alar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

Sheep  in  the  Meadow  (..)..  .Sept.  22 

The  Cuckoo  BirtI  (7)  April  7 

’The  Golden  AVest  (7)  Aug.  25 

Their  Last  Bean  (7)  April  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)  July  28 

©The  Orphan  Duck  (..) Oct.  6 

©The  Ow  I and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13. ’39 

The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

(yl’l’lie  I liree  IteH  rs  <61  F eU.  Ill 

©Two  Headed  Giant  (7) Aug.  11 

Universal 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (..)  Apr.  24 

Little  Tough  Alice  (7) Alar.  13 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Alar.  27 

Stubborn  Mule  (7) July  31 

Slap  Happy  Valley  (..) Aug.  21 

Silly  Superstition  ( . . ) Aug.  28 

GOING  Pl.ACES  AVTTH 
GRAHAM  MCNAAIEE 

No.  59  (9)  Inn.  30.  ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20.  ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Alar.  1.3 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10.  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  Alav  1.5.  ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26.  ’39 

No.  6.5  (9)  Julv  17 

No.  66  (10)  Sept.  25 

No.  67(..)  Oct.  16 

AIENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Giis  Van.  Minor  & Root.  Three 
Wiles.  Barton  Quintet.  Ruth  Dave. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co..  Rosita  Or- 
tega. Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Mallna. 
Roy  Smeck  A His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18)  ...  .July  12, ’.39 
East  and  Dunke,  Rita  Rio.  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Hor.se. 

Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  A 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr.  Stump  and 
.Stumpy.  The  Xhezzis. 

Pharmacy  Follies  (18)  . . . .May  17.’39 
Three  Playboys,  Frazee  Sisters, 
Emer.son’s  Mountaineers,  Gilrone 
A Starr 

Swing  Sanatorium  (18) June  14 

Dorothy  Stone-Charles  Collins. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper.  Billy  Reyes.  Geo. 
Roche,  Toy  & Wing,  Lllllai!  Roth, 


Pied  Pipers,  The  Philharmonlcas. 

OSAVALD  CARTOONS 
The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Alousle  (7)  Aug,  15 

AVALTER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Arabs  with  Dirty  Fezzes  (7) 

(..)  July  31 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Alola  Land  (7)  . . . . Alay  29, ’39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30, ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) .Apr.  10,  ’39 

Alagic  Beans  (7)  Feb.  13 

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7)  ..  .Alay  8. '39 

Snuffy’s  Party  (7)  Aug.  7 

The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60(9)  Alar.  6 

No.  61  (9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62  (9)  Alay  1,  ’39 

No.  63  (9)  Junes, ’39 

No.  64  July  3 

No.  65  (9)  Aug.  7 

No.  66  (..)  Sept.  18 

No.  67(..)  Oct.  9 

’TWO  KEEL  AIUSIC.VLS 

Boy  Meets  Joy  (17) Sept.  6 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Joy  Hodges,  Lucille 
Page,  Mary  Ruth,  The  Elderblooms 
and  Pinky  Tomlin’s  Orchestra. 
Swing  Hotel  ( . . ) Oct.  18 

TAVO  REET,  SPECIAL 
March  of  Freedom  (21) Sept.  6 

UNIA  ERSAL  NEAVS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

Vitaphone 

BROADAVAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  (..)  Alat.  25 

A Swing  Opera  (..) July  22, ’39 

Broadwu.v  Bui'karoo  (20)  June  3, ’39 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar,  18 

Pro.iectlon  Room  ( . . ) Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rh.vthm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Sophomore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feh.  11 

Sundae  .Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13, ’.39 

Wardrobe  Girl  ( . . ) June  17,  ’39 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  .Series) 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Alechanlx  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feh.  25 

Afechanlx  Illustrated  No.  4 . Apr.  22,’39 
Aleehanix  Illustrated  No.  5 

(..)  June  10, ’.39 

Afodern  Alethods  (..)... July  15,  ’39 

Points  on  1‘ointers  (9) Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  .Alar.  2.5, ’39 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

It’s  an  HI  AVind  (7) Jan.  28 

Polar  Pals  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

Porky  and  Teahiscuit  (7)  Apr.  22,  ’39 
Pork.v’s  Movie  Alystery  (7).. Alar.  11 

Porky’s  Picnic  ( . . ) July  15,  ’39 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  Alay  13, ’.39 

Scalp  ’Trouble  (..) June  24,  ’39 

AVise  Quack  ( . . ) Aug.  5,  ’39 

AIELODY  MASTERS 
Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, '39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Cl.vde  AIcCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

( . ■ ) Apr.  8 

Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

l.arry  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  Alay  20, ’39 

Leith  Stevens  & Orch. 

(..) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  & Orch  (..)... July  1,  ’39 


Russ  AI  organ  & Orcnesira 

(11)  Feb.  25 

AA’ill  Osborne  & Orch. 

(..) July  22,  ’39 

MERRIE  AIELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Duj  at  the  Zoo  (7) Alar.  II 

Bars  and  Stri|ies  Forever  (7).  Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..).. June  3,  ’39 

Coiini  Ale  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daff.v  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22,  ’.39 

Dangerous  Dan  AIcFoo 

( . .) July  15,  ’39 

Dog  Gone  Alodern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldriish  Daze  (7)  F’eb.  25 

Ham-Ateiir  Night  (7) . . . .Jan.  28,  ’39 
Naughty  But  Alice  (7)  ..  Alay  20, ’39 

Old  Glory  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Prest-O  Chaiige-O  (7) Alar.  25 

Robinh<io<l  Alakes  Good  (7).., Feb.  11 
Snow  Alan’s  Land  (..).. July  29,  ’39 
Thugs  AVith  Dirty  Alugs  (7).  May  6,  39 

'TECHNICOLOR 

Bill  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12,  ’39 

^Lincoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11, ’39 

Quiet  Please  (..) July  1,  ’39 

Suns  of  the  Plains  (19)  . . July  30, ’3S 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) Alay  20, ’39 

Swingtinie  In  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan,  7,  ’39 

Pun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 

roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 

Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 
The  Alaster’s  Touch  (10)  . . . .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
Crawfords  at  Home  (. .)  . .Apr.  15, ’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Tax  ’Trouble  (10) Afar.  18,  ’39 

.Ski  Girl  (10) .Tan.  14. '.39 

AVltness  Trouble  (..)... July  29,  ’39 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Alinute  F'roiu  Death  (11)... Mar.  4 

Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Haunted  House  ( . . ) June  3,  ’39 

High  Peril  (12)  F''eb.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  (..) July  7, ’39 

’The  Human  B.mih  (12) -.  .Jan.  7, ’39 
Three- Alinute  FAise  (..).Jnly  29,  '39 
Voodoo  Fires  (11)  Alay  6 


SERIALS 


COLUAIBIA 

Flying  G-AIen  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige.  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  FIske. 

Alaudmke  the  Alagieian . . . Alay  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  t reasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 
(16  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

12  Chapters  .lune  10 ’39 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander.  Charie.s  Mlddieton. 

Dick  Tracy’s  G-AIen  Sept.  2 

16  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd,  Irving 
Pichel,  Ted  Pearson,  Phylls  Isley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again. Feb.  25, ’39 
16  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  . , . .July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr..  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint,  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17, ’.39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper.  Jack 
Mulhall.  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
Jr. 
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Date  at  top  of  column  is  week  ending.  Number  in  square  is 
national  release  date,  1938-39.  Production  number  is  at  right. 
Running  time  (company  estimate)  follows  title.  Letter  "A" 
indicates  Adult  classification,  otherwise  Family  suitability. 
R — is  review  date.  Symbol  W indicates  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Rib- 
bon Award  Winner.  Symbol  O indicates  color  photography. 


1 MAY  6 

MAY  13 

MAY  20 

MAY  27 

JUNE  3 

JUNE  10 

1 0 Drama  9031 

1 Outside  These  Walls  (61) 

1 D.  Costello-M.  Whalen 

1 R — June  3 

[n]  Action  Drama  9016 

Blind  Ailey  (71) 

C.  Morris-A.  Dvorak 

R— Apr.  29 

HU  Action  Drama  9001 
Onl.v  Angels  Have 

IVings  (122-)  R-May  20 
C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 

HU  Action  Drama  9037 
Missing  Daughters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 

[Y]  Action  Drama  9034 
Trapped  in  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 

R — Feb.  18 

|TI  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 

|13|  Drama  301 

Exile  Express  (70) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
R— Feb.  18 

Western  WI-19 

Six  Gun  Rhythm  (57) 

Tex  Fletcher-J.  Barclay 
R— Feb.  18 

|2o|  Action  Drama  314 
Panama  Patrol  (69) 

Leon  Ames 

Charlotte  Wynters 

R— Feb.  25 

HU  Western  WI-3 

Singing  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

1 Comedy  933 

1 Lucky  Night  (82) 

1 Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 

1 R — May  6 

HU  Action  Drama  935 

'Wll  No  Tales  (69) 

Meivyn  Douglas 

Louise  Platt 

R — May  20 

HU  Comedy  936 

It's  a Wonderful  World 
(86) 

C.  Colbert-J.  Stewart 

R— May  13 

HU  Comedy  937 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Toung-Annabella 
R— May  27 

[Y[  Melodrama  938 

6,000  Enemies  (61) 

Walter  Pidgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

1 Action  Drama  3830 

1 Boys  Reformatory  (61) 

1 Frankie  Darro 

1 R — May  6 

HU  Western  3864 

Down  the  Wyoming 

Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — June  17 

HU  Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  Call  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 

R— May  27 

[Y|  Western  3855 

Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  3 

HU  Melodrama  3833 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere)  1 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 
R — Aug.  6 

1 Outdoor  Drama  3835 

1 (jUnion  Pacific  (137) 

1 Barbara  Stanwyck 

1 Joel  McCrea 

1 R — May  6 

HU  Drama  3836 

Hotel  Imperial  (80) 

I.  Miranda-R.  Milland 

R — Apr.  22 

HU  Musical  3837 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (65) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 
Gene  Krupa 

R— May  13 

HU  Drama  3838 

Fnmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 

R — May  27 

HU  Drama  3864 

Stolen  Life  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 

R — Apr  29 

[2]  Comedy  383t 

Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case 

(75) 

Gracie  Alien 

Warren  William 

R — May  13 

|Y|  Action  Drama  3840  ( 
Undercover  Doctor  (67) 
Lloyd  Nolan-J.  C.  Naish  . 
R — May  27 

1 Western  844 

1 Bine  Montana  Skies  (66) 

1 Gene  Autry-June  Storey 

1 R — May  6 

HU  Western  866 

Three  Texas  Steers  (59) 
The  Three  Mesquiteers 

R — June  24 

HU  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 

.Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dlx-G.  Patrick 

R — Apr.  15 

HU  Western  856 

Southward  Ho!  (58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

R — June  17 

|2^  Drama  812 

'I'he  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 

R — May  27 

[Y]  Action  Drama  813 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave  (60) 
R.  Byrd-K.  Sutton 

R — June  3 

|Y|  Western  845  '< 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59)  1 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— July  8 

1 Comedy  Drama  934 

1 Sorority  House  (63) 

1 Anne  Shirley-J.  Eiiison 

1 R — Apr.  22 

HU  Melodrama  935 

Panama  Lad.v  (65) 

L.  Ball-A.  Lane 

R — May  13 

HU  Western  984 

Racketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R — May  20 

lYI  Comedy  938 

Girl  Fi-om  Mexico  (71) 
Lupe  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

1 [5]  Action  Drama  941 

1 Chasing  Danger  (60) 

1 Preston  Foster 

1 Lynn  Bari 

1 R — Jan.  7 

[12I  Musical  942 

Itose  of  Washins:ton 
Square  (86) 

Alice  Faye 

Tyrone  Power 

A1  Jolson 

R — May  13 

HU  Comedy  943 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

J.  Withers-A.  Whelan 

R— May  13 

^ Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Gorilla  (66) 

Ritz  Bros. 

R— May  27 

[2]  Comedy  Drama  946 
Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
wood (60) 

Jed  Prouty 

Shirley  Deane 

R — May  27 

[Y|  Drama  947 

y Young  Mr.  Lincoln 
(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

^ Action  Drama 

Captain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen- June 
Lang-Brian  Aherne 

R — May  13 

HU  Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Champ  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 

R — May  20 

HU  Action  Drama  3040 
'l'he.v  Asked  for  It  (61) 

B.  Lundigan-J.  Hodges 
R— July  8 

[Y[  Action  Drama  3040 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

[Y]  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Lombard 

|Y|  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

[Y|  Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71)  , 

Action  Drama  rN353 
Confessions  of  a Nazi 

Spy  (102) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Lya  Lys 

R — Apr.  29 

HU  Action  Drama  1VB333 
Torcliy  Runs  for  Mayor 
(60) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — April  1 

HU  Action  Drama  rN364 
Toil  Can’t  Get  Away 

IVith  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-Gale  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

HU  Action  Drama  rN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 

Service  (62) 

R.  Reagan-R.  Towne 

R — May  13 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  FN375 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewln 

R— April  8 

HU  Hist.  Drama  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

[Y]  Comedy  Astor 

Gay  Nineties  (64) 

[Y|  Western  Astor 

Tumbleweeds  (82),  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 

R— May  27 
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JUNE  17 

JUNE  24 

JULY  1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22 

lisi  Comedy  1073 

Awful  Truth  (92)  reisnue 
Irene  Dunne 

m]  Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (B8) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R— July  1 

Igol  Action  Drama  9012 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  “Q”  Planes) 

L.  Olivier-V.  Hobson 

R — June  10 

Drama  9032 

Parents  on  Trial  (57) 
Parker-Downs;  R-July  8 
Comedy  9005 

Oond  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73);  R-June  24 

J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 

[1^  Western  9208 

Man  From  Sundown  (59) 
Starrett-Meredith 

R — Aug.  5 

Drama  9025 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 
(60) 

Hudson-Kruger;  R-July  8 

|2^  Comedy  9010 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 
(68) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  22 

i[^  Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — June  3 

1^  Comedy  940 

Maisie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 

Robert  Young 

R — June  17 

g Drama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 

Walter  Pidgeon 

R— July  1 

Drama  943 

^On  Borrowed  Time 
(99) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

R— July  8 

[14]  Drama  943 

They  All  Come  Out  (70) 
Rita  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

R— July  8 

1^  Comedy  944 

Andy  Ilard.v  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (87) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R— July  15 

[Y]  Action  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R — July  8 

1^  Western  3865 

Alan  From  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Aug.  12 

Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Uappiness 

(99) 

I.  Dunne-F.  MacMurray 

R — May  20 

g Melodrama  384)2 
Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 

J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 

R — May  20 

g Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 

D.  Woods-E.  Venable 

R— Mar.  25 

[30]  Melodrama  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — June  24 

Musical  3845 

Man  About  Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

[Y]  Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R — July  15 

1^  Action  Drama  3847 

Alagnificent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamlrotf-L.  Nolan 
Patricia  Morison 

R— July  1 

1^  Western  856 

In  Old  Caliente  (57) 

Roy  Royers:  R-July  15 

1^  Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (52) 
Three  Mesqulteers 

R— July  15 

[Y|  Drama  814 

Mickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryan 
R— July  1 

Musical  Comedy  815 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
R— July  1 

[IS]  Melodrama  926 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

S.  Duna-L.  Carrillo 

R — June  10 

Drama  937 

Five  Came  Baek  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

[30|  Mystery  Drama  9;29 
Saint  in  London  (70) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 
|3o]  Western  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

1^  Melodrama  930 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edw.  Ellis 

R — July  1 

1^  Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 
[m]  Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron(79)reissue 
Joel  McCrea- Richard  Dix 

1^  Musical  947 

Way  Doxvn  South  (62) 

Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R— July  22 

|i^  Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 
(71)' 

S.  Toler-Phyllis  Brooks 

R — June  3 

Com.  Drama  954 

fSusannali  of  tlie  Moun- 
ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randolph  Scott 

R — June  17 

Comedy  Drama  950 

It  Could  Hapi)en  to  You 

(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

pf]  Melodrama  953 

Air.  Aloto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

P.  Lorre-V.  Field 

R — Nov.  19 

|l4|  Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Power 

R— July  8 

|2i[  Action  Drama  953 
News  Is  Alade  at  Night(71) 

P.  Foster-L.  Bari 

R— July  8 

[^  Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
R— July  29 

|30]  Melodrama  3038 

House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 

Irene  Hervey 

R — May  20 

p7]  Drama  3031 

Forgotten  Woman  (68) 
Sigrld  Gurle-Don.  Briggs 
R— July  8 

[m]  Comedy  3008 

Unexijected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Baby  Sandy-Mlscha  Auer 

R — July  22 

[ill  Drama  3007 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 

George  Ratt-C.  Trevor 

R— July  22 

|i^  Com.  M-Drama  WB324 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  Litel 

R — July  15 

[24]  Action  Drama  FN363 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R — May  27 

|~i~|  Com. -Music  VV15311 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 

Dick  Powell 

R — June  10 

[8~|  Action  Drama  WB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — June  24 

[is]  Action  Drama  WB326 
Waterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 

Gloria  Dickson 

R — July  1 

|22|  Drama  FN360 

Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 

John  Garfield 

R — June  24 

H]  Musical  Astor 

Everything  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 

1^  Melodrama  Astor 

XJ-67  (65) 

Allan  Hale 

in  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery-M.  Love 
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1 JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26 

SEPTEMBER  2 

m Action  Drama  9033 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (62) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

Action  Drama  9008 
Coast  Guard  (72) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

R — Aug-.  19 

|lD  Melodrama  9018 

Man  They  Could  Not 
Hang  (64) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  19 

Comedy  Drama  9017 
Five  Little  Peppers  (60) 
Kdith  Fellows 

Wild  Horse  9034 

Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion 
(66) 

HD  Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

R — May  20 

pn  Drama  946 

Miracles  for  Sale  (70) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

R — Aug.  5 

[n]  Drama  947 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  (91) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

R — Aug.  12 

Comedy  Drama  948 
These  Glamour  Girls  (79) 
Dew  Ayres-Dana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 

R — Aug.  26 

HD  Comedy  Fantasy  949 
©Wizard  of  Oz  (102) 

Judy  Garland 

Frank  Morgan 

R — Aug.  19 

|Y|  Comedy  Drama  1 
The  Women  (134) 

Norma  Shearer 

Joan  Crawford 

Ro.salind  Russell 

R— Sept.  2 

[I]  Mystery  3807 

Mr.  Wong  In  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R — July  22 

[ip  Drama  with  Mus.  3825 
Girl  From  Rio  (62) 
Movita-Warren  Hull 

R — Aug.  12 

[ip  Western  3866 

Riders  of  Frontier  (58) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Sept.  9 

HD  Western  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  (52) 
Jack  Randall 

HD  Melodrama  3826 

Irish  Luck  (61) 

F.  Darro-D.  Purcell 

R — Aug.  26 

HD  Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (64) 
Anna  May  Wong 

R — July  29 

|T|  Comedy  3819 

Night  Work  (62) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

R — Aug.  12 

[ii|  Comedy  Drama  3850 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (90) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

R — Aug.  6 

[iD  Melodrama  3865 

This  Man  Is  News  (75) 
Barry  K.  Barnes 

V.  Hobson  R — July  29 

[ip  Western  3859 

Renegade  Trail  (58) 
William  Boyd 

R.  Hayden  R — July  29 

^ Musical  Comedy  3851 
Star  Maker  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

R — Aug.  19 

[i~|  Melodrama  3901  Ij 

Death  of  a Champion  ii 

(66)  S 

I,.  Overman-R.  Paige  ) 

R— Sept.  2 

1 

HD  Comedy  816 

Should  Husbands  Work? 
(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R — July  22 

Hi]  Western  846 

Colora<lo  Sunset  (64) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Aug.  5 

[10]  Western  868 

New  Frontier  (56) 

Three  Mesqulteers 

R — Aug.  19 

[ii]  Western  847 

In  Old  Monterey  (70) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — July  29 

Action  Drama  825 
Smuggled  Cargo  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Barry  MacKay 

R — Aug.  26 

HD  Drama  9111  |l|  i 

Flight  at  Midnight  (66)  ii 
P.  Kegan-J.  Parker 

R — Sept.  2 

[2^  Melodrama  931 

Spellbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 

R — July  15 

in  Comedy  932 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

[ii|  IVestern  933 

Bad  Lands  (65) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  Jr. 

R— July  29 

|l^  Drama  936 

111  Name  Only  (92) 

Carole  Lombard 

Cary  Grant-K.  Francis 
R— Aug.  12 

|Y|  Melodrama  935 

Conspiracy  (59) 

A.  Lane-L.  Hayes 

R — Sept.  2 1 

i 

^ Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

R — July  29 

n Comedy  Drama  001 
Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 
Women  (82) 
ifkin  Sothern 

James  Ellison 

R— July  29 

|ii]  Comedy  Drama  002 

Chieken  Wagon  Family 
(65) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Aug.  19 

[i^D  Adventure  Drama  003 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 
(100) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Nancy  Kelly-R.  Greene 

R — Aug.  5 

^ Comedy  004 

Quick  Millions  (61) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Byington 

R — Aug.  5 

[Y|  Detective  Drama  005 
Adventures  of  Sherlock  ' 
Holmes  (85) 

B.  Rath  bone- 1.  Luplno 

R— Aug.  26  i 

HD  Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Richard  Carlson 

R — July  22 

n Drama 

©Four  Feathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 

June  Duprez 

R — June  24 

[iD  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — July  8 

[ip  Drama  with  Music 

The.v  Shall  Have  Music 
(120) 

Andrea  Leeds-J.  McCrea 
J.  Heifetz;  R-July  16 

[ill  Drama  3003 

When  Tomorrow  Comes 
(90) 

Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

R — Aug.  19 

[i]  Comedy  Drama 

Fnderpup  (88) 

Gloria  Jean-Truex-Grey 

R — Sept.  2 

[Y]  Outdoor  Drama  4051 
Mutiny  on  the  Blaek 
Hawk  (66)  R — June  24 

R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 

HD  Comedy  FN366 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 

Gloria  Dickson 

R— July  8 

[5]  Melodrama  WB315 
Indianapolis  Speedway 
(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — July  15 

IJD  Comedy  WB326 

Torohy  PIa.vs  With 
D.vnamite  (59) 

J.  Wyman-A.  .lenklns 

R — Aug.  5 

[ip  Drama  FN.356 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 

Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 

R — July  22 

HD  Comedy  FN.176 

Hobby  Faniil.v,  The  (54) 
Irene  Rich-H.  O’Neill 

R — Aug.  26 

HD  Drama  rN367 

Angels  Wash  Their 

Faces  (96) 

Ann  Sheridan;  R-Aug.  5 

|Y]  Drama  FN452 

The  Old  Maid  (95) 

B.  Davis-M.  Hopkins 

R — Aug.  5 
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SEPTEMBER  9 

SEPTEMBER  16 

SEPTEMBER  23 

SEPTEMBER  30 

OCTOBER  7 

OCTOBER  14  ^ 

Q Drama  9003 

lolden  Boy  (100) 
panwyck-Holden 
! — Aug.  19 

^ Mystery  Drama  1085 
[idden  Power  (60) 

^ck  Holt-Gert.  Michael 
( — May  29 

Western  1201 

Outpost  of  the  Mounties 
Chas.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

(63) 

^ Drama 

Those  High  Grey  Walls 
(..) 

Walter  Connolly 

Iris  Meredith 

Drama 

Scandal  Sheet  ( . . ) 

Otto  Kruger 

Ona  Munson 

i 

P Melodrama  6 

llackniail  ( . . ) 
jdw.  G.  Robinson 
tuth  Hussey 

g Drama  4 

Thunder  Afloat  ( . . ) 
Wallace  Beery 

Chester  Morris 

Virginia  Grey 

1^  Comedy  Drama  3 

Dancing  Co-ed  ( . . ) 

Lana  Turner 

Richard  Carlson 

1^  Comedy 

Fast  and  Furious  ( . . ) 

A.  Cothern-F.  Tone 

Action  Drama  3815 
Sky  Patnd  (61) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

Outdoor  Drama 

Crashing  Thru  ( . . ) 

James  Newell 

Jean  Carmen 

1^  Drama  3803 

Mutiny  in  the  Big  House 
(..) 

Chas.  Bickford 

Barton  MacLane 

Action  Drama  3816 
Scouts  of  the  Air  ( . . ) 
John  Trent 

|l^  Western  3857 

Overland  Mail  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

f|  Western  3954 

angre  War  (66) 

^ Boyd-R.  Hayden 
—Aug.  12 

[l^  Drama  3908 

Beau  Geste  (114) 

Gary  Cooper-R.  Milland 
R— July  29 

^ Comedy 

$1,000  a Touchdown  ( . . ) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Martha  Raye 

^ Comedy  Drama 
Honeymoon  in  Bali  ( . . ) 
(For.  My  Love  for  Yours) 
M.  CarrolNF.  MacMurray 

[g]  Comedy 

What  a Life  (..) 

B.  Field-J.  Cooper 

|l^  Drama 

Jamaica  Inn  (106) 

C.  Laughton-M.  (>’Hara 

R— July  8 

^ Western  857 

i'all  Street  Cowboy  (66) 
Rogers-G.  Hayes 
— Sept  9 

Drama 

Calling  All  Marines  ( . . ) 
D.  Barry-H.  Mack 

Western 

Arizona  Kid  ( . . ) 

Roy  Rogers 

Sally  March 

[ll]  Action  Drama 

Sabotage  ( . . ) 

Arleen  Whelan 

Gordon  Oliver 

Western 

Kansas  Terrors  ( . . ) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

r]  Western  986 

ighting-  Gringo  (60) 
ieo.  O’Brien;  R-Sept.  2 
^ Drama  003 

"ull  Confession  (72) 

. McLaglen-S.  Eilers 
i — Aug.  26 

[l^  Comedy  003 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept 

( 65 ) 

J.  Penner-B.  Grable 

R — Sept.  9 

1^  Comedy  Drama  93-1 
Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (80) 
Ginger  Rogers 

James  Ellison 

R — Aug.  26 

Drama  001 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (95) 
Anna  Neagle 

Geo.  Sanders 

R — Aug.  26 

1^  Drama  004 

Three  Sons  ( . . ) 

E.  Ellis-V.  Vale 

|l^  Musical  946 

Everything’s  on  Ice  (65) 

I.  Dare-E.  Linden 

R — Sept.  9 

^ Melodiania  006 

Iharlie  Chan  at  Trea- 
sure Island  (73) 

!.  Toler-P.  Moore 
; — Aug.  12 

|l^  Drama  Oil 

The  Rains  Came  ( . . ) 
Myrna  Loy-Tyrone  Power 
George  Brent 

1^  Comedy  008 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (57) 
Jean  Rogers 

William  Frawley 

R — Sept.  2 

im  Drama  009 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 
(.  .) 

R.  Greene-N.  Kelly 

1^  Drama  010 

The  Escape  (60) 

K.  Richmond-A.  Duff 

pi]  Musical  007 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  ( . . ) 
Alice  Faye-Don  Amecho 

[2^  Drama 

Intermezzo,  A Love  Story 

(.  .) 

Leslie  Howard 

Ingrid  Bergman 

John  Halliday 

^ Melodrama 

The  Real  Glory  ( . . ) 

Gary  Cooper 

Andrea  Leeds 

Comedy 

Eternally  Yours  ( . . ) 

Loretta  Young 

David  Niven 

PI 

Housekeeper’s  Daughter 
(.  .) 

Joan  Bennett-Wm.  Gargan 
Adolphe  Menjou 

j]  Musical  Comedy 

lawaiian  Nights  (64) 
lowns-Carlisle 

1 — Aug.  26 

n Western  4058 

iesperate  Trails  (58) 
dhn  Mack  Brown 

Job  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 

|15|  Drama 

Two  Bright  Boys  ( . . ) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

in  Musical  4044 

Mikado  (92) 

Kenny  Baker 

R — Jan.  7 

1^  Drama 

Rio  ( . . ) 

Sigrid  Gurle 

Basil  Rathbone 

Comedy  with  Music 

First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

|~^  Melodrama 

Tower  of  London  ( . . ) 

Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Comedy 

Hero  for  a Day  ( . . ) 

Anita  Louise 

Dick  Foran 
[l^  Drama 

Tropic  Fury  (63) 

Richard  Arlen 

Andy  Devine 

[]  Com.  Melo.  WB419 
fancy  Drew  and  the 
Hidden  Staircase  (60) 
lonita  Granville 
'rankle  Thomas 

1 — Aug.  26 

(i^  Drama 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (88) 
John  Garfield 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Aug.  19 

[23]  Comedy  FN469 

No  Place  to  Go  (57) 

Fred  Stone 

Gloria  Dickson 

Denis  Morgan 

Melodrama  WB415 

A Child  Is  Born  (79) 

G.  Fitzgerald-G.  George 

J.  Lynn 

R — Aug.  5 

i 

1 
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1 OCTOBER  21 

OCTOBER  28 

NOVEMBER  4 

NOVEMBER  11 

M (1^  Comedy  Drama 

9 Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  VVash- 
S ington  (..) 

Jean  Arthur 

S James  Stewart 

|2^  Comedy 

Beware  Spooks!  (..) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

Mary  Carlisle 

1 

1 Drama 

I Television  Spy  ( . . ) 

■ W.  Henry-J.  Barrett 

1^  Drama 

Disputed  Passage  (..) 

D.  Lamour-A.  Tamlrotf 

J.  Howard 

[al  Western 

lAw  of  the  Pampas  ( . . ) 
Wm.  Boyd 

[1^  Drama 

Geroninio  (..) 

Preston  Foster 

Ellen  Drew 

AUGUST,  1940 
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NOVEMBER  18 


NOVEMBER  25 


|l^  Western 

Llano  Kid  ( . . ) 
Tito  Guizar 
Gale  Sondergaard 


I24I  Drama 

Killer  of  the  Seas  (..) 
Doug.  Fairbanks  jr. 

M.  Lockwood-W.  Fyffe 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATHES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^Uatlna  4^0ll5^ 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request.  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


NEW  AND  FACTORY  REBUILT  theatre 
sound  equipment  for  Simplex,  Powers,  Mo- 
tiograph  and  Superior  projectors  at  spe- 
cial low  prices.  Cash  or  terms.  Sound 
Division,  The  CINCINNATI  TIME  RE- 
CORDER CO.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

DON’T  DISMAY— PAY  THIS  EASY 
WAY!  Re-equip,  using  S.O.S.  Easy  time 
payment  plan — available  on  quality  theatre 
equipment.  Write  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply 
Corp.,  New  York. 

HIGH-SPEED  LAMPHOUSE  REFLEC- 
TORS at  new  low  prices!  Brand  new,  per- 
fect refracting,  accurately  ground,  polished, 
fine  quality  optical  glass.  All  sizes.  Write 

S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


BIG  PALL  SALE— NOW— Duo  Sound 
Master  sound  heads,  amplifiers,  two  way 
horn  systems — write  for  prices.  The  BAL- 
LANTYNE  CO..  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha, 
Nebr. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


FOR  SALE — Double  Channel  Operadio 
theatre  amplifier,  like  new,  $45.00.  Also 
single  channel,  $25.00.  THEATRE  SOUND 
SERVICE,  Box  395,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WANTTID — 16mm  silent  and  pair  35mm 
portable  sound  projectors.  Box  247,  Jack- 
son,  Ala. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


NEW,  GUARANTEED  S.O.S.  SOUND 
SYSTEM,  only  $279.50  for  600  to  900  seat 
theatre.  Brilliant,  natural,  undistorted 
reproduction  assured.  Includes  2 Cinema- 
phone  sound  heads,  G.  E.  motors,  30  watt 
amplifier,  2 Jensen  concert  speakers,  baf- 
fles, monitor,  etc.  S.O.S.  sound  is  mod- 
ern, simple  and  economical  to  operate. 

S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co.. 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


PROGRAMS  SERVICE 


INDEPENDENT  EXHIBITORS — Save  on 
on  your  film  rentals.  Use  our  complete 
programs  service  weekly.  MUTUAL  THE- 
ATRE SUPPLY,  INC.,  Virginia,  Illinois. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


600  SPRING  upholstered  theatre  chairs. 
Good  Condition.  $2.00  each.  AMUSE- 
MENT SUPPLY  CO.,  INC.,  341  West  44th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

OPERA  CHAIRS  REBUILT.  Cushions 
recovered  and  repadded,  75c.  New  36  spring 
cushion,  $1.90,  installed  and  delivered.  List 
of  satisfied  customers  furnished.  ARTHUR 
JUDGE,  2714  West  Vine  St.,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

OPERA  CHAIRS — Rebuilt  like  new.  We 
also  build  new  cushions  and  back  to  fit 
your  present  standards.  Work  and  mate- 
rials guaranteed.  Terms  to  suit.  Also  for 
sale,  all  types  of  reconditioned  used  the- 
atre chairs.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  & Sons  Co., 
2159  Kinnickinnic  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

IF  IT’S  CHAIRS  YOU  NEED— Write 

S.O.S.  Thousands  of  good  used  veneer, 
upholstered  seats  to  choose  from.  Name 
your  price — we’ll  match  it  with  real  value. 

S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED  TO  LEASE — Theatre  catering 
to  colored  people.  Give  all  details.  Ad- 
dress— Fi'ederic  Strief,  Box  57,  Westwood 
Station,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

THEATRE  WANTED — Buy  or  lease  in 
New  England  or  New  York.  Box  872, 
Springfield,  Mass. 


HELP  WANTED 


OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST — 9 years  experience. 
Precision  workman.  Finest  references. 
FRANK  HULL,  56  Miller  Avenue,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

WANTED,  WORK — Manager-Operator; 
art  display;  references.  Write,  wire,  phone. 
Room  126,  Oxford  Hotel,  Dallas,  Texas. 

PROJECTIONIST  — Experienced;  do 
sign,  scenery  painting;  own  P.  A.  system; 
$27.50;  references.  Behrens,  902  N.  Eighth, 
Sheboygan,  Wisconsin. 

EXPERIENCED  PROJECTIONIST,  ME- 
CHANIC— Reliable,  married;  now  unem- 
ployed; go  anywhere.  B-1148,  Boxoffice. 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BINGO  CARDS 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES 

Wfite  today  for  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100.  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4804  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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The  Killers  Sneered 
at  the  Hangman, 


yet-- -a  doctor's  needle  sent  them 
screaming  to  their  doom! 

A trail-blazing  scientist  attempts  to  cure  crime 
by  inoculations  of  untainted  blood  serum  and 
glandular  extracts! 

In  return  for  their  freedom,  eight  assorted  pub- 
lic enemies  submit  their  bodies  for  a fugitive 
doctor's  bizarre  experiments! 

As  the  hard-boiled  human  "guinea-pigs"  be- 
come panic-stricken  and  mutiny,  turning  a pa- 
latial floating  laboratory  into  a charnel  house 
of  flowing  blood! 


“TORTURE  SHIP” 


A powerful  theme 

An  engrossing  story 


Breath-taking  melodrama 


Suggested  by  the  story,  “A  Thousand  Deaths,”  by 


JACK  LONDON 


With  this  magnificent  box-office  cast 


IRVING  PICHEL 
LYLE  TALBOT 
EL  BRENDEL 
JACQUELINE  WELLS 
SHEILA  BROMLEY 

Screenplay  by  ANTHONY  AVERILL  Directed  by 

George  Sayre  RUSSELL  HOPTON  VICTOR  HALPERIN 


NATIONAL 

RELEASE 

OCT. 

15 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIDUTING  CORPORATION 


1436  No.  Beachwood  Drive,  Hollywood,  Calif. 

Exchanges  Everywhere 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


TO  OUR  FRIENDLY 
CUSTOMERS! 

Each  year  at  this  time  M^G^M  takes  opportunity  to  address 
a heart-tO'heart  message  to  its  customers. 

Your  confidence  and  faith,  for  which  we  are  so  deeply 
grateful  have  already  been  answered  in  practical  terms. 

M-G'M  answers  your  loyalty  with  the  most  optimistic 
studio  outlook  of  any  past  period. 

We  reaffirm  what  has  been  known  for  years:  The  Friendly 
Company  policy  of  fair  selling,  friendly  dealing  in  all 
phases  of  operation. 

Our  new  product  is  literally  the  Talk  of  the  Industry. 


“THE  WOMEN”  has  established  itself  in  its  first  engage- 
ments as  a glorious  box-office  hit! 

“BABES  IN  ARMS”  is  already  rated  in  the  trade  the  most 
sensational  attraction  which  has  ever  launched  a new  year. 

“NINOTCHKA”,  “BLACKMAIL”,  “THUNDER 
AFLOAT”  won  trade  acclaim  in  previews.  They  are 
smashing  entertainments,  each  one  of  them! 

They  are  just  the  beginning! 

We  will  not  side-step  our  responsibility  to  bring  glamour, 
magic,  spectacle  to  the  screen  . . . the  inspiration  that  lifts 
the  motion  picture  from  the  humdrum  and  keeps  public 
interest  alive.  Only  M-G-M  with  its  willingness  to  dig  deep 
into  its  resources  does  it! 

The  new  season  begins  auspiciously.  Your  encouragement 
spurs  us  on.  Your  success  is  necessary  to  our  success. 

To  Our  Friendly  Customers  we  dedicate  ourselves! 


Please  turn  to  page  7 
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A KEY  TO  THE  FUTURE 


All  forecasts  of  the  situation  so  blazingly  focalized 
by  the  war  are  likely  to  be  accurate  for  as  long  a 
time  as  it  takes  to  read  them. 

Everyone  is  guessing  and  the  ultra  conservatives, 
well  aware  of  the  incalculable  implications  of  the  new 
world  born  on  September  1,  prefer  to  say  nothing  for 
the  present.  Yet,  into  the  indefinite  quilt  blanketing  the 
future  several  observations  appear  reasonable  and  safe 
to  weave. 

England  will  not  be  a closed  field  to  the  industry  here. 
But  to  what  extent  a war-time  theatre  business  will  ap- 
proach a peace-time  theatre  business  becomes  unadul- 
terated speculation.  Best-informed  opinion,  however,  is 
lining  up  now  on  the  side  of  the  belief  America  faces 
serious  losses  in  a market  without  which  no  national 
producing  and  distributing  company  likes  to  survey 
its  future. 

Canada,  busy  supplying  the  mother  country  with  its 
war  requirements,  probably  will  reflect  some  sort  of  a 
boom.  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  South  America,  re- 
moved from  the  direct  impacts  of  the  conflict  should,  at 
worst,  retain  their  present  levels,  thus  making  it  possible 
for  the  American  industry  to  maintain  position  in  those 
countries.  English,  French  and  German  production,  it 
seems  inevitable,  will  decline  to  a degree  where,  as 
film  exporters,  these  nations'  hold  in  South  and  Central 
America  perhaps  will  dwindle  to  inconsequentials  and 
so  open  those  avenues  further  for  American  product. 
Therefore,  all  is  not  lost  abroad. 

Bringing  the  possibilities  closer  to  the  native  scene,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  constantly  that  the  bouncing  baby 
of  them  all  continues,  as  it  always  has,  the  market  here 
at  home.  It  is  the  first  market,  far  and  away.  It  is  the 
largest  and  the  most  lucrative  market.  It  is,  obviously 
enough,  the  market  which  must  be  protected  no  matter 
what  further  cataclysms  may  let  themselves  loose  across 
the  waters. 

The  issues  troubling  the  domestic  scene  are  several. 
What  danger  is  there  born  of  decisions  brought  on  by 
panic?  Will  output  be  cut  and,  above  all,  will  it  be  cut 
in  terms  of  quality?  There  are  answers,  it  seems,  but 
there  are  also  probable  exceptions  to  the  answers.  It 
may  be  expected  that  someone,  or  several  someones,  will 
fly  off  the  deep  end,  ultimately  to  regret  his  or  their  hasty 
decisions. 

But  the  determination  now  is  most  clear  about  main- 
taining quality.  The  responsible  men  at  the  heads  of  the 
major  companies  are  fully  aware  of  the  suicidal  danger 
inherent  in  any  revision  downward  in  merit.  They  are. 


and  very  properly  moreover,  giving  much  consideration 
to  methods  by  which  the  production  dollar  can  be  con- 
served and,  at  the  same  time,  show  up  more  visibly 
on  the  screen.  It  might  be  pointed  out  this  is  a job 
that  should  have  been  given  thorough-going  attention 
some  time  ago  and  before  the  advent  of  war  which 
now  makes  it  necessary. 

Certainly,  negative  costs  are  to  be  trimmed.  And 
why  not?  This,  also,  is  a necessary  that  should  have 
been  attended  to  long  since.  It  is  highly  advisable  to 
bear  in  mind  that  one  of  the  thin-ice  conditions  on  which 
the  business  here  has  been  skating  for  years  has  been  its 
blind  reliance  on  what  has  developed  into  vital  over- 
seas markets.  There  was  great  business  comfort  in  it  so 
long  as  the  money  shipped  into  New  York  without  in- 
terruption. Only  circumspectly  has  consideration  been 
turned  to  what  may  happen  if,  for  any  reason,  the 
British  pound  failed  to  show  up  in  its  accustomed  fre- 
quency, and  value. 

Rather  than  gear  itself  on  a basis  of  self-sufficiency 
in  the  home  market  and  the  establishment  of  a profit 
cushion  from  away-from-home  markets,  the  reverse  has 
existed  on  the  general  theory  the  negative  will  be  paid 
off  here  and  foreign  will  supply  the  gravy.  The  fallacy 
of  this  sort  of  business  philosophy  today  comes  to  roost 
with  a vengeance. 

Now  there  has  arrived  an  enforced  opportunity  to  re- 
adjust production  budgets  on  the  safe  basis  of  a returned 
cost,  plus  a profit  from  the  domestic  market,  and  a cau- 
tious leeway  allowed  to  those  foreign  territories  which 
are  either  removed  from  the  war,  not  in  it  or  likely  to  be 
swept  into  it.  This  is  possible.  Furthermore,  it  permits 
the  making  of  $1,000,000  pictures  in  the  assurance  the 
cost  and  net  may  be  retrieved  domestically.  One  million 
dollars  continues  to  be  a great  deal  of  money.  It  ought 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  most  expensive  studio  to  do  its 
job  expertly. 

Thus,  once  more  a serious  and  essential  task  lodges 
in  Hollywood's  lap.  Stringency  indicates  there  must 
be  less  reliance  in  the  future  on  treasuries  about  to 
become  less  overflowing.  The  gaps,  as  they  should 
have  been,  must  be  bridged  by  a greater  application 
of  brainpower,  applying  itself  to  the  limitations  in  the 
pattern  drawn  by  the  events  in  Europe.  It  can  be  done. 

If  it  is,  the  future  becomes  assured. 


NO  THREAT  FACES  $1,000,000  PRODUCTIONS; 
EXPERTS  SAY  HOME  MARKET  CAN  ABSORB  THEM 


Plan  No  Interruption  in 
Normal  Flow  of  High 
Calibre  Features 

New  York — Attractions  slopping  over 
into  the  $2,000,000  cost  class  are  out,  but 
any  film  up  to  $1,000,000  is  a safe  in- 
vestment for  the  domestic  market.  Dis- 
tribution experts,  going  conservative  now 
because  of  the  new  conditions  precipitated 
by  the  Second  World  War,  generally  agree 
on  this.  The  indication  immediately  fol- 
lows that  this  bracket  will  be  maintained 
for  the  very  topline  pictures,  thereby  as- 
suring to  the  American  exhibitor  what  is 
viewed  as  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  high 
calibre  merchandise. 

The  stop  figure  at  a cool  million  is 
computed  on  the  possibilities  of  the  home 
market  which,  in  any  distributor’s  calcu- 
lations. always  embraces  Canada.  It  does 
not  take  into  account  returns  from  the 
untroubled  foreign  territories,  such  as 
Latin-America,  and  markets,  such  as 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  South  Africa, 
where  little  disturbance  is  anticipated. 

Most  of  It  Guesswork 

Although  the  major  companies  are  only 
beginning  to  emerge  from  the  shock  of 
the  Etiropean  conflict  and  the  economic 
dislocation  brought  in  its  wake,  guess- 
work remains  the  essential  consideration 
to  bear  in  mind  in  connection  with  all 
forecasts  about  the  future  and  what  it 
may  bring.  However,  there  has  been  a 
considerable  amount  of  discussion  and  a 
great  deal  of  calculation  turned  to  the 
problem  and  out  of  it  the  conclusion  about 
the  $1,000,000  negative  evolves.  It  may 
become  the  permanent  guide  post  by  which 
Hollywood,  for  no  one  can  foretell  how 
long,  will  govern  itself. 

All  major  companies,  some  regularly 
and  some  not  so  regularly,  have  had  at- 
tractions grossing  $2,000,000  or  better  here. 
There  is  a bracket  immediately  below  it 
accommodating  films  doing  between  $1,- 
400,000  and  $1,800,000.  More  generous  is 
the  group  which  runs  between  $850,000  and 
$1,200,000.  The  records  reveal  a repre- 
sentative aggregation  of  30  per  cent  at- 
tractions. if  the  attractions  have  it  and 
are  handled  right,  lands  in  the  $1,000,000 
each  division.  Pictures  ranging  from 
$600,000  to  $850,000  are  plentiful,  while 
it  is  also  true  that  many  of  the  so-called 
big  ones  which,  on  the  basis  of  cost  ought 
to  run  well  over  $1,000,000,  never  ap- 
proach that  anticipation. 

Distributors  have  been  refreshing  mem- 
ories and  digging  out  these  grosses  to 
demonstrate  the  era  of  the  big  attrac- 
tion is  anything  but  gone.  They  declare 
the  figures  furnish  their  own  mute  evi- 
dence of  the  current  possibilities,  war  or 
no  war,  and  suggest  a yardstick  by  which 
to  measure  the  future  if  Hollywood  will 


Production  on  the  Upbeat 


Hollywood — War  or  no  war,  production  this  week  curved  upward.  With  39  pic- 
tures shooting,  a round  dozen  are  preparing  to  go  before  the  cameras. 

Features  just  starting  and  those  with  probable  starting  dates  follow: 

Columbia 


Probable 


Title 

Type 

Cast 

Starting  Date 

Missing  Daughters 
Cop  From  Hell’s 

Melodrama 

None  designated 

Sept.  25 

Kitchen 

Gangster  drama 

None  designated 

Oct.  1 

Tree  of  liberty 

Historical  drama 

None  designated 

Oct.  15 

Grand  National 

No  pictures  scheduled 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Not  Too  Narrow, 

Not  Too  Deep 

A Call  on  the 

Melodrama 

Clark  Gable,  Joan  Crawford 

Sept.  21 

President 

Topical  comedy 

Marsha  Hunt 

Oct.  15 

Good  News 

Musical  comedy 

Judy  Garland 

Dec.  1 

Monogram 

Heroes  in  Blue 

Crime  melodrama 

None  designated 

Sent.  18 

Untitled 

Western 

Tex  Ritter 

Oct.  1 

Rip  Van  Winkle 

Legend 

None 

Oct.  15 

Paramount 

Buck  Benny  Rides 

Again 

Comedy 

Jack  Benny 

Oct.  15 

Way  of  All  Flesh 

Drama 

Akim  Tamiroff 

Sept.  20 

Opened  by  Mistake 

Crime  drama 

Charles  Ruggles 

Sept.  20 

Crime  File 

Cornin’  Round  the 

Gangster  drama 

None  designated 

Oct.  15 

Mountain 

Hillbilly  musical 

Lynne  Overman 

Sept.  20 

Safari 

Adventure  drama 

Madeleine  Carroll,  Doug  Fair- 

banks  jr 

Oct.  2 

Victory 

A Night  at  Earl 

Sea  storj' 

None  designated 

Oct.  15 

Carroll’s 

Musical 

None  designated 

Oct.  30 

Broken  Heart  Cafe 

Romantic  comedy 

Joyce  Mathews 

Oct.  2 

Road  to  Singapore 
Go  West,  Young 

Drama  with  music 

Bing  Crosby,  Bob  Hope 

Sept.  25 

Man 

Historical  western 

None  designated 

Oct.  10 

Glimpse  of  Heaven 

Musical 

Linda  Ware 

Oct.  15 

The  Biscuit  Eater 

Dog  story 

None  designated 

Oct.  1 

Old  Siwash 

Light  of  Western 

College  comedy 

William  Holden 

Oct.  20 

Stars 

Western 

None 

Nov.  1 

(Continued  on  page  16) 


recognize  the  limitation  and  reshape  its 
operations  accordingly. 

At  $1,000,000  each  for  the  de  luxers,  dis- 
tributors are  confident  an  iminterrupted 
stream  of  important  attractions  is  not 
only  possible,  but  feasible  and  desirable 
as  an  essential  step  in  the  preservation  of 
the  home  market  with  no  reliance  of  any 
nature  placed  on  foreign  income.  Reve- 
nues from  the  good  markets,  to  which  will 
be  added  some  revenue  from  those  war 
stricken,  are  regarded  in  this  view  as  a 
profit  cushion  to  further  bolster  domes- 
tic profits  regarded  as  well  within  the 
range  of  possibility  under  this  peak,  fixed 
negative  equation.  Thus,  for  the  first  time 
in  two  decades  or  more,  serious  thought  is 
being  directed  toward  the  establishment 
of  a self-sufficient,  self-contained  market 
not  necessarily  dependent  upon  the  imcer- 
tainties  of  the  lands  overseas. 

Hand  in  hand  with  this  appraisal  is  a 


Congress  Into  Session 
Sept,  21  on  Neutrality 

Washington  — A special  session  of 
Congress  has  been  called  by  President 
Roosevelt  to  meet  September  21  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  neutrality  legisla- 
tion. 

It  is  not  expected  the  session  will  do 
much  with  measures  of  less  than  imme- 
diate importance  and  there  is  little  chance 
that  the  Neely  bill,  now  pending  in  the 
House,  will  receive  any  consideration.  Es- 
pecially if,  as  expected,  the  special  session 
is  of  comparatively  brief  duration. 


growing  conviction  on  the  part  of  distribu- 
tors that  the  domestic  exhibitor  must 
make  up  his  mind  to  help  win  this  por- 
tentous struggle. 
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QUALITY  STAYS,  WASTE  GOES;  PRODUCTION 
DOLLAR  MUST  SHOW  MORE,  MAJORS  REE 


68  Shooting  or  Finished 

Hollywood — Eleven  compunies  have  68  features  shooting  or  finished.  The  fol- 

lowing  information  is  official 

Columbia 

Title 

Type 

Cast 

The  Incredible  Mr.  Williams 

Comedy 

Melvyn  Douglas,  Joan  Blondell 

Illicit  Cargo 

Melodrama 

Jack  Holt,  Eduardo  Ciannelli 

Blondie  Brings  Up  Baby 

Domestic  comedy 

Arthur  Lake,  Penny  Singleton 

The  Man  Trailer 

Western 

Charles  Starrett 

His  Girl  Friday 

Newspaper  comedy 

Irene  Dunne 

Grand  National 

No  pictures  available 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Another  Thin  Man 

Detective  comedy 

William  Powell,  Myrna  Loy 

Gone  With  the  Wind 

Historical  drama 

Clark  Gable,  Vivien  L«igh 

Broadway  Melody  of  1940 

Musical  comedy 

Fred  Astaire,  Eleanor  Powell 

Judge  Hardy  and  Son 

Comedy-drama 

Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone 

Henry  Goes  to  Arizona 

Comedy 

Frank  Morgan 

Remember 

Romantic  comedy 

Robert  Taylor,  Greer  Garson 

Northwest  Passage 

Historical  drama 

Spencer  Tracy,  Robert  Young 

Balalaika 

Musical 

Nelson  Eddy,  Ilona  Massey 

Secret  of  Dr.  Kildare 

Drama 

Lew  Ayres 

Babes  in  Arms 

Musical  comedy 

Monogram 

Judy  Garland,  Mickey  Rooney 

Untitled 

Western 

Jimmy  Newill 

Overland  Mail 

Western 

Paramount 

Jack  Randall 

Diamonds  Are  Dangerous 

Spy  drama 

Isa  Miranda,  George  Brent 

The  Light  That  Failed 

Drama 

Ronald  Colman,  Walter  Huston 

The  Cat  and  the  Canary 

Mystery-comedy 

Bob  Hope,  Paulette  Goddard 

Dr.  Cyclops 

Novelty 

Albert  Dekker 

Untamed 

Outdoor 

Ray  Milland,  Akim  Tamiroff 

Emergency  Squad 

Melodrama 

Louise  Campbell 

Victor  Herbert 

Biography  with  music  Walter  Connolly,  Allan  Jones 

Parole  Fixer 

Gangster  drama 

Lyle  Talbot,  William  Henry 

The  Farmer’s  Daughter 

Comedy 

Martha  Raye 

Campus  Wives 

College  comedy 

Joseph  Allen,  Janice  Logan 

Knights  of  the  Range 

Western 

Russell  Hayden,  Jean  Parker 

Typhoon 

Adventure  drama 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Seventeen 

Adolescent  comedy 

Jackie  Cooper,  Betty  Field 

Our  Neighbors,  the  Carters 

Dramatic  comedy 

Fay  Bainter,  Edmund  Lowe 

Medicine  Show 

Western 

William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden 

Happy  Ending 

Drama 

Pat  O’Brien,  Olympe  Bradna 

(Continued  on  page  17) 

Product  Backlog  Is  Pondered 
By  Adding  Playing  Time  Now 


New  York — ^Paramount  is  determined  to 
combine  its  entire  organization  into  one 
solid  front  in  its  effort  to  meet  the  situ- 
ation arising  out  of  the  war.  To  that 
end,  Leon  D.  Netter,  home  office  contact 
between  various  theatre  partners  and  the 
parent  organization,  is  off  on  a lightning 
air  visit  during  which  he  will  urge  each 
partner  to  give  extended  plasdng  time  to 
current  bookings  where  possible  and  to 
wring  dry  each  playdate,  even  if  it  means 
stretching  a point.  The  idea  is  to  build 
up  as  substantial  a backlog  of  product  as  is 
possible  in  the  event  the  future  brings  a 
shortage. 


The  company  does  not  now  anticipate 
this  will  occur,  taut  is  taking  no  chances. 
In  its  calculations,  executives  here  have 
even  allowed  for  a modest  curtailment, 
perhaps  as  few  as  three  or  four  from  each 
company. 

The  general  theory  which  Netter  is  set- 
ting forth  includes  an  urging  upon  Para- 
mount’s partners  to  content  themselves 
with  small  profits  or  an  even  break  on 
current  and  engagements  immediately  to 
come,  but  seriously  to  give  all  thought  to 
additional  playdates  which  obviously  would 
mean  consumption  of  product  at  a re- 
duced rate  of  speed. 


No  Trend  Is  Evident  Yet 
To  Cut  Salaries  or 
Trim  Schedules 

New  York — Quality  will  be  maintained 
by  eliminating  waste,  effecting  sensible 
economies,  conserving  the  production  dol- 
lar but,  at  the  same  juncture,  by  making 
the  production  dollar  show  up  better  in 
the  completed  product. 

This,  in  a nutshell,  is  the  method  by 
which  preponderant  producer  opinion  pro- 
poses to  meet  the  danger  deposited  on  the 
doorstep  of  the  American  industry  by  the 
war  in  Europe  and  its  raids  on  essential 
foreign  markets,  chiefly,  of  course,  Great 
Britain. 

There  is  no  visible  evidence  to  date  of 
any  intention  to  cut  salaries,  close  down 
studios  or  trim  the  output.  There  is  an 
apparent  realization  that  the  situation  is 
serious,  but  certainly  not  hopeless,  and  an 
understanding  that  the  belt  probably  will 
have  to  be  tightened  without  precipitating 
strangulation.  The  major  companies  be- 
lieve the  job  facing  them  can  be  done 
without  recourse  to  cheaper  pictures  and 
they  envision  the  method  as  one  calling 
for  greater  diligence,  harder  work,  bet- 
ter judgment  and  extreme  care. 

Misgivings  Fading 

The  misgivings  which  overlaid  the  in- 
dustry here  in  New  York  in  the  first  week 
of  the  war  appear  gradually  to  be  giving 
ground  to  a more  cheerful  viewpoint,  al- 
though in  all  quarters  the  magnitude  of 
the  problem  and  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation  are  not  discounted.  This  is  evi- 
dent in  the  growing  flood  of  statements 
of  policy  issued  throughout  the  week. 
Some  were  issued  to  Boxoffice  and  others 
at  large. 

Murray  Silverstone,  in  charge  of  world- 
wide operations  for  UA,  for  instance,  be- 
lieves this: 

“No  one  can  guess  what  is  going  to 
happen  in  Europe.  It  may  be  anything 
and  it  may  be  nothing.  An  organization 
like  ours,  on  which  so  many  people  de- 
pend, can’t  sit  and  wait.  We’ve  got  to  go 
ahead. 

“With  this  statement  is  a publicity  re- 
lease that  tells  what  our  producers  are 
doing.  'Their  answer  has  to  be  to  keep 
shop  open.  It  means  better  pictures,  not 
necessarily  more  expensive  pictures,  but 
pictures  in  which  every  dollar  counts.  For 
us,  it  means  that  we  have  to  sell  them 
more  efficiently  than  ever,  that  we  have 
to  give  better  service,  exploiting  them  bet- 
ter than  we  ever  had. 

“In  other  words — the  best  thing  and  the 
only  thing — we  can  do  about  the  European 
crisis  is  first,  in  the  pictures  themselves, 
and,  second,  the  way  we  handle  them. 

“We  have  to  keep  on  working,  working 
harder  and  better  than  ever.’’ 

The  publicity  release  which  Silverstone 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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CHEERIER,  BUT  STILL  CADTIODS,  SENTIMENT 
FILTERING  THROUGH  INDUSTRY  ON  WAR  CRISIS 


Executives  Discount  Talk 
Of  Product  Shortage; 

Point  to  Reserve 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

attached  to  the  statement  made  to  Box- 
office  pointed  out  UA  producers,  as  well 
as  the  distributing  company  “are  now 
working  at  the  top  of  their  capacity.”  Six 
pictures  are  in  work  and  five  others  are 
finished  and  awaiting  release.  Four  have 
been  released  thus  far  this  season.  David 
O.  Selznick  has  had  “Rebecca”  before  the 
cameras  for  about  10  days.  Likewise  has 
Walter  Wanger  on  “Send  Another  Coffin.” 
Samuel  Goldwyn  is  about  a week  into 
“Raffles;”  Charlie  Chaplin  is  in  the  re- 
hearsal stage  of  “Production  No.  6,”  for- 
merly titled  “The  Dictators;”  Hal  Roach 
is  well  along  on  “Of  Mice  and  Men”  and 
Alexander  Korda  will  complete  “The  Thief 
of  Bagdad”  before  diverting  his  energies 
to  propaganda  films  for  the  British  gov- 
ernment which,  it  is  understood,  has  named 
him  chief  of  such  activity.  Ready  for 
release  are  “Intermezzo,  a Love  Story,” 
“Eternally  Yours,”  “The  Housekeeper’s 
Daughter,”  “The  Real  Glory”  and  “Over 
the  Moon.” 

Says  Position  Secure 

Despite  the  uncertainty  expressed  in 
some  quarters  over  the  effect  of  the 
Second  World  War  on  production  and  dis- 
tribution, Universal’s  position  is  secure, 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  president,  advises. 

“We  have  enough  product  either  fin- 
ished or  in  work  to  carry  us  through  next 
April.  We  will  deliver  everything  as  sold,” 
is  the  way  he  appraises  the  future.  To 
substantiate  this,  he  adds,  “There  are  pre- 
sumably eight  companies  at  work  at  the 
studios  and  there  will  be  no  cutting  dow 
in  production  values.” 

Blumberg  also  has  an  observation  con- 
cerning the  prospects  of  exhibition.  As 
former  head  of  theatre  operations  for  RKO 
and  one  who  remembers  conditions  that 
existed  during  the  First  World  War  he 
thinks  “the  chances  of  prosperity  for  the- 
atre owners  is  very  good  if  the  war  keeps 
up  any  length  of  time.”  He  bases  his 
conviction  on  the  additional  entertainment 
money  that  will  be  made  available  through 
the  impetus  given  to  industry.  Such  wa. 
the  condition  that  prevailed  during  the 
latter  stages  of  the  first  war,  he  recalls. 

However,  he  believes  product  will  have 
to  keep  pace  with  patronage  and  regards 
“first  quality”  films  as  a prime  requisite. 
This  essential,  he  adds,  is  recognized  among 
all  Hollywood  production  heads,  a factor 
that  led  him  to  remark  that,  if  any  re- 
trenchment is  necessary  as  a direct  result 
of  the  war,  it  will  not  be  in  production. 
Rather,  he  hinted,  in  the  salaries  of  upper- 
bracket  executives. 

Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of  Warner; 


''Feet  on  Ground/' 
Kuykendall  Urges 

New  York — E.  L.  Kuykendall,  president 
of  MPTOA,  in  a statement  to  Boxoffice, 
declares : 

“At  this  time  when  everybody  seems  to 
be  jittery  because  of  the  war  and  when 
you  hear  in  every  corner  rumors  of  what 
this  company  or  that  company  may  do,  I 
feel  that  it  is  high  time  for  all  of  us  in 
the  industry  to  keep  our  feet  on  the  ground 
and  not  do  silly  things. 

“If  we  are  to  do  anything,  we  should 
work  harder.  I predict  a very  healthy 
business  this  coming  fall  and  winter  and 
am  hopeful  that  exhibitors,  producers  and 
distributors  will  not  start  a program  of 
curtailment  which  can  only  tend  to  drag 
us  down  to  lower  grosses.  I know  that 
many  others  in  the  industry  feel  as  I do 
and  this  encourages  me  to  believe  that 
there  will  be  very  little,  if  anything,  done 
in  reduction  of  numbers  of  pictures  to  be 
produced. 

“Let’s  throw  aside  petty  things  and  work 
collectively  with  our  chins  up  so  that  this 
industry  may  keep  the  stride  it  has  just 
recently  attained.” 


“All  I can  say  is  we  are  going  ahead 
and  will  continue  to  make  the  pictures  we 
have  announced.  Beyond  that,  there  is 
very  little  anyone  can  say.” 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  president  of  Mono- 
gram: 

“The  war  in  Europe,  in  my  opinion,  is 
not  as  big  a blow  to  the  picture  industry 
as  first  thought.  I feel  that  business  there 
will  be  at  least  eighty  per  cent  of  normal. 
We  intend  to  overcome  this  drop  in  reve- 
nue by  making  more  and  bigger  pictures 
with  better  star  value  in  order  to  create 
larger  grosses  per  picture. 

“'This  is  no  time  to  cut  costs,  but  a 
time  to  make  better  pictures — to  give  more 
thought  to  what  is  really  boxoffice  and 
what  will  build  up  the  theatre  owners’ 
grosses  and  through  this  also  enlarge  the 
intake  to  the  producer-distributor.” 


Sees  Theatre  Prosperity 
Judging  From  Last  War 

New  York  — “It  is  a shame  that  we 
should  have  to  rely  on  such  a situation,” 
states  John  J.  O’Connor,  “but  if  the  last 
war  is  any  criterion  I think  theatre  busi- 
ness is  in  for  a measure  of  prosperity.” 

The  head  of  RKO  theatre  operations  de- 
clares the  upbeat  in  the  grain,  coal  and 
steel  industries  during  the  First  World 
War  had  a very  satisfactory  effect  at  box- 
offices,  especially  in  those  sectors  where  the 
large  industries  center  their  operations. 


Cowdin  Sees  Expansion 
In  Parts  of  the  World 
Not  in  War  Zones 

New  York — With  the  “probable  lessen- 
ing competition  from  foreign-made  pic- 
tures” because  of  the  war.  Universal  looks 
forward  to  expansion  of  its  business  in 
Latin-America,  Canada  and  other  British 
dominions  removed  from  the  scene  of  hos- 
tilities, J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of 
the  company’s  board,  points  out  in  a letter 
to  stockholders. 

With  his  exposition  of  Universal’s  war 
approach,  Cowdin  includes  figures  point- 
ing out  the  company  shows  a consolidated 
profit  of  $989,995  for  the  39  weeks  ending 
July  29,  1939  after  all  charges  but  before 
provision  for  federal  income  taxes.  This 
represents  an  improvement  of  $1,743,102 
over  the  similar  period  of  1938  when  the 
loss  was  $753,107  and  an  improvement  of 
$2,126,964  over  the  corresponding  period  of 
1937  when  the  loss  was  $1,136,968.  Like- 
wise, it  is  an  improvement  of  $1,802,469 
over  the  same  39  week  period  of  1936  when 
Universal  reported  a loss  of  $812,473.  Final 
figures  for  August  indicate  a profit  for 
that  month,  Cowdin  continues.  On  the 
war,  he  has  this  to  say; 

“The  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe 
has  brought  a number  of  inquiries  from 
stockholders  as  to  the  probable  effect  on 
Universal’s  business.  It  is  still  too  early, 
of  course,  to  gauge  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy  what  the  final  results  will  be.” 

Sees  Entertainment  Demand 

Referring  to  England,  he  observes,  “The 
tense  conditions  prevailing  during  wartime 
have,  in  the  past,  created  an  insistent  de- 
mand for  entertainment  of  all  kinds;  and 
at  the  moment  there  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  psychological  effects  of  this 
war  will  differ  from  those  of  previous 
wars.” 

On  other  countries,  this; 

“Universal  has  not  been  distributing  pic- 
tures in  Germany  for  some  time  past  and 
the  increasing  peace-time  restrictions  im- 
posed on  foreign  pictures  by  France  has 
made  that  country  a relatively  unimport- 
ant market.  In  any  event,  we  are  in- 
formed that  approximately  50  per  cent  of 
the  theatres  in  France  are  now  operating. 
On  the  other  hand,  your  company  has  been 
receiving  an  increasing  amount  of  business 
from  Holland,  Belgium  and  the  Scandi- 
navian countries,  and  with  European  pro- 
duction almost  certain  to  be  curtailed, 
some  expansion  in  this  market  may  rea- 
sonably be  anticipated.  It  is  impossible 
to  forecast  at  this  time  what  disturbances 
there  will  be  in  the  various  rates  of  ex- 
change from  time  to  time,  but  your  man- 
agement is  watching  this  phase  of  the 
business  very  carefully.” 
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THEY’VE  MOVED 
THANKSGIVING 
AGAIN! 


it  starts  right  now! 


THE  TALK  OF  THE 
INDUSTRY!  PREVIEWED 
AND  READY  FOR  S.R.O.! 


^^Look  ahead  Mister 
Exhibitor!  M-G-M 
is  writing  the 
history  of  ’39-^401'' 

Never  before  has  any  company  (including  M^G^M/) 
started  a season  with  such  a barrage  of  established  hits! 


MICKEY  ROONEY  & JUDY  GARLAND 
in  "BABES  IN  ARMS"  with  Charles 
Winninger  • Guy  Kibbee  • June 
Preisser  • Grace  Hayes  • Betty 
Jaynes  • Douglas  McPhail  • Rand 
Brooks  • Leni  Lynn  • John  Sheffield 
Screen  Play  by  Jack  McGowan  and 
Kay  Van  Riper  • Based  on  the  Play 
by  Richard  Rodgers  and  Lorenz 
Hart  • Directed  by  Busby  Berkeley 
Produced  by  Arthur  Freed. 

A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 


"DANCING  Cp-ED"  with  Lana  . 
Turner  • Richard  Carlson  • Artie  ^ 
Shaw  and  hfs  Band  • Ann  Rutherford 
Lee  Bowman  • Thurston  Hall  • Leon;|i, 
Errol  • Directed  ■ by  S.  Sylvan  • Simon 
Produced  by  Edgar  Selwyn. 

A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  picture 


WALLACE  BEERY  in  "THUNDER 
AFLOAT"  with  Chester  Morris 
Virginia  Grey  • Screen  Play  by  Wells 
Root  and  Commander  Harvey  Haislip 
Directed  by  George  B.  Seitz  • Pro- 
duced by  J.  Walter  Ruben. 

A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 


EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  in  "BLACK- 
MAIL" with  Ruth  Hussey  • Gene 
Lockhart  • Bobs  Watson  • Screen 
Play  by  David  Hertz  and  William 
Ludwig  • Directed  by  H.  C.  Potter 
Produced  by  John  W.  Considine,  Jr. 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 


GRETA  GARBO  in  "NINOTCHKA'*^^ 
with  Meivyn  Douglas  * Ina  Clalto 
An  Ernst  Lubitsch  Production  • bi- 
reeled  by  Ernst  Lubitsch  • Produced 
by  Sidney  Fronklin. 

A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 


(more  next  page) 


FRONT  PAGE  NEWS 


It^s  so  BIG  they  put  it  on  Page  One  and 
here^s  what  they  say: 

“Roll  out  the  barrel  the  world’s  been  singing  about, 
Showmen,  and  get  ready  to  need  it  to  hold  the 
money  when  the  first  houseful  in  to  see  ‘The 
Women’  get  to  a phone  to  tell  their  friends  the 
news  » . . THE  WOMEN  is  one  of  those  terrific 
box'office  attractions.”  -MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY 


“THE  women’s  success  is  a foregone  conclusion.  Superlatives  are  in  order. 
Audiences  may  be  expected  to  turn  out  in  droves.”— BOX  OFFICE  MAGAZINE 

“THE  WOMEN  is  one  of  the  smash  hits  of  the  season.  Extended  runs, 
hold'Overs  and  top-grosses  will  be  the  rule.”  —VARIETY 

“THE  WOMEN  is  the  hottest  box-office  attraction  of  1939  ...  a self-selling, 
gate-building  morsel  spiced  to  the  palate  of  any  and  all  comers.” 

-MOTION  PICTURE  HERALD 


“THE  WOMEN  solid  triumph  with  top  box-office  punch  . . . M-G-M  has 
a top  hit!  Boys  and  girls,  here  is  one  that  should  break  records.” 

-HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER 


“THE  WOMEN  is  sure-fire  screen  fare.” 


—FILM  DAILY 


'THE  WOMEN  is  for  the  women,  and  that 
means  that  they’ll  drag  the  men  with  them.” 

-SHOWMEN’S  TRADE  REVIEW 

‘THE  WOMEN  is  a solid  smash  hit.” 

—Ed  Sullivan,  DAILY  NEWS 

Column  Syndicated  Nationwide 

“THE  WOMEN  is  a bold,  glittering  and  enor^ 
mously  funny  film.  I urge  you  to  run  to  it  the  mo- 
ment it  is  exhibited  in  your  part  of  the  country.” 

— Beau  Broadway,  MORNING  TELEGRAPH 

“THE  WOMEN  has  all  the  elements  of  a smash  suc- 
cess. Absorbing  entertainment,  exciting,  provocative 
and  pictorially  decorative.  The  season’s  stand-out 
offering.”  -DAILY  VARIETY 

“THE  WOMEN  is  not  only  adult,  but  extremely  sophis- 
ticated.” -Louella  Parsons,  LOS  ANGELES  EXAMINER 

“THE  WOMEN  will  certainly  bowl  over  the  matinee 
trade,  and  go  quite  a bit  beyond  that.” 

— Edwin  Shallert,  LOS  ANGELES  TIMES 

“THE  WOMEN  is  going  to  be  one  of  the  smash  hits 

of  the  year.”  — Harrison  Carroll, 

LOS  ANGELES  EVENING  HERALD  AND  EXPRESS 


AND  NOW  THE  HEADLINES  BEGIN! 


ViVyVl/lf 

OK  Cmcy; 


European  wa^Sfin®^^^  5- 


. ..  sept  ^ _ 


(Just  the  first  few,  as 
we  go  to  press,  from 
VARIETY): 


FLASH!  "THE  WOMEN"  S.R. 0.1 

Watch  those  dames  bring  in  the  dough! 


Start  ’39'40  ivith“The  Women*’ and  get  the 
hit  habit  early.  Eyes  on  Leo!  Keep  going! 


WRITE 


BECAUSE  of 

our  own  sincere 
belief  after 
having  previewed 
“Babes  In  Arms”  in 
several  widely 
different  theatres— 


BECAUSE  of  the 

hysterical  enthusiasm 
of  the  audiences  in 
each  instance— 


BECAUSE  of  the 

grape-vine  comments 
already  started  by 
the  newspaper 
representatives 
and  columnists 
of  Hollywood— 


WORD 
IS  MA 
FA 


O^OUTH 
G IT 
S ALREADY! 


MICKEY  ROONEY  & JUDY  GARLAND 
in  "BABES  IN  ARMS"  with  Charles 
Winnlnger  . Guy  Kibbee  • June 
Preisier  . Grace  Hayes  • Betty 
Jaynes  • Douglas  McPhail  • Rand 
Brooks  • Leni  Lynn  • John  Sheffield 
Screen  Ploy  by  Jack  McGowan  and 
Koy  Von  Riper  • Based  on  the  Play 
by  Richard  Rodgers  and  Lorenz 
Hart  • Directed  by  Busby  Berkeley 


^ Produced  by  Arthur  Freed. 

A Metro-Goldwyn>Mayer  Picture 


" BABES  IN  ARMS'  WILL 


MICKEY 

ROOKEY 

JUDY 

CARLAND 

and  hundreds  of  entertainers 
in  the  gala  musical  comedy 
stage  hit,  the  most  discussed 
film  of  the  new  season: 


MAKE  SCREEN  HISTORY" 

You^ll  predict  it  too!  There^s  another  Babe  in  Arms  on  next  page! 


"DID  PAPA  SIGN 
HIS  M-G-M 
CONTRACT  YET?" 


YES,  PAPA 


Vi 


HIS 


M-G-M  CONTRACT! 


lA 


He  believes  in  security.  He  knows  that  grade  “A”  pictures 
mean  grade  “A”  milk  for  baby  and  new  furs  for  Mama.  He 
knows  that  year  after  year,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  there’s 
just  one  safe  bet  for  the  family.  The  Friendly  Company! 

(More  wonderful  neiv5  follows:) 


EYES  ON 


Last  year  M-G^M  ser^ 
viced  the  largest  number 
of  theatres  and  had 
the  largest  number  of 
accounts  in  its  entire 

“Your  faith  and  loyalty 
is  reflected  in  M-G'M’s  remarkable  new  product!” 
M-G'Ms  Fall  line-up  is  literally  The  Talk  of  the  In- 
dustry. While  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  continues  to  set 
new  marks  in  extended-runs  and  while  the  life-saving 
Summer  hits  of  M-G-M  are  still  fresh  in  memory: 
“xYndy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever”,  “Goodbye  Mr. 
Chips”,  “Lady  Of  The  Tropics”  etc.  etc.,  the  season 
’39-’40  begins  triumphantly!  “The  Women”  and 
“Babes  In  Arms”  are  already  celebrated  on  every 
Film  Row!  Also  previewed  and  acclaimed  are  the 
four  great  attractions  shown  on  the  next  page. 


history!  To  them  we  say: 


INA  CLAIRE  I 

An  ERNST  LUBITSCH  Production 

" I Garbo  laughs!  Garbo  loves!  Garbo  in  ^ 
a gay  comedy  of  OO-la-la  Paree!  Slyly 
Directed  by  Famed  Ernst  Lubitsch!  ,/ 

. Produced  by  Sidney  Franklin  || 

v.  ..  ml... 


MELVYN  DOUGIAS 


(continued) 

Many  others  near  completion 
and  the  advance  tip'ofF  is: 

“More  Big  Ones  on  the  way!” 

M'G'M  is  racing  far  ahead  of 
the  field! 

There’s  no  comparison  — and 
remember  this  is  just  the 
beginning!  Just  Sept,  and  Oct.! 

Eyes  on  Leo! 

( next  page  please ) 


(•«# 


all  together  now: 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER’S 
THE  ANSWER  TO  YOUR  PRAYERSlj 


PRINTED  IN  U S- 


Musi  Gel  Maximum, 
Balaban  Mainlains 

New  York — “Par-sighted”  showmen  have 
the  responsibility  of  instilling  major  pro- 
ducers with  the  confidence  necessary  to 
hurdle  any  “difficulties”  arising  from  the 
European  war,  is  the  belief  of  Barney 
Balaban,  Paramount  president,  who  tells 
Boxoffice  the  need  exists  for  “getting  the 
maximum  rentals  from  the  public.” 

Emphasizing  that  he  sees  no  reason  for 
increasing  admission  prices,  he  appeals  to 
theatre  operators  to  strengthen  their  po- 
sitions in  order  to  conserve  the  quality 
of  product  essential  to  profitable  operation 
“now  and  in  the  future.” 

“We  are  willing  to  go  forward,”  he  de- 
clared, “on  the  assumption  and  belief  that 
exhibitors  will  rise  to  the  occasion  and 
produce  out  of  each  picture  boxoffice 
rentals  that  will  justify  our  investments 
and  our  going  conscientiously  beyond  the 
present  year.” 

It  is  Balaban ’s  opinion  that  exhibitors 
should  get  the  “maximum  rentals”  from 
the  public. 

“I  think  it  would  be  far-sighted  for  ex- 
hibitors,” he  said,  “to  exercise  every  effort 
to  do  this,  carrying  pictures  an  extra 
day  or  two,  even  if  they  break  even.  Every 
$50  or  $100  extra  that  the  distributor  gets 
from  such  efforts  means  that  much  more 
assurance  that  we  will  have  the  money 
to  produce  the  quality  pictures  that  are 
needed  during  times  like  these  and  in  the 
future.” 


No  Paramount  Curtailment, 

Freeman  Tells  Meeting 

Chicago — “There  will  be  no  curtailment 
at  Paramount,”  said  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Paramoimt  studio  chief,  as  he  stopped  in 
Chicago  en  route  to  the  west  coast.  Free- 
man attended  the  first  day’s  sessions  of 
the  two-day  midseason  sales  meeting  at 
the  Blackstone  Hotel. 

“We’ve  got  all  our  stories,  castings,  and 
plans  set  for  practically  everything  for  the 
1939-40  season,”  he  said.  “We,  therefore, 
can’t  do  much  about  changing  plans.  W 
have  only  four  stories  to  set  up  yet — the 
Crosby  picture,  which  begins  work  Septem- 
ber 25;  the  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.-Made- 
leine  Carroll  picture,  “Safari,”  starting 
October  9;  the  next  Benny  production,  Oc- 
tober 15,  and  the  DeMiile  picture  which 
will  get  under  way  about  January  3 of 
next  year.” 

The  extent  to  which  foreign  situation 
will  affect  American  production  and  re- 
turns cannot  be  determined  yet,  he  added. 
“No  one  can  say  anything  about  the  for- 
eign situation  for  several  weeks  or  months,” 
was  Freeman’s  contention.  Anyway, 
I’m  concerned  now  mainly  with  produc- 
tion and  not  with  exhibition  anymore.” 

“We  have  26  completed  features,  eight 
more  before  the  cameras  and  17  definitely 
scheduled  within  the  next  few  months. 
All  of  these  pictures  were  cast,  budgeted 
and  planned  with  the  possibility  of  the 
European  crisis  in  mind  and  not  one  of 
them  will  be  dropped  from  our  schedule 
nor  will  there  be  any  budget  revisions  on 
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any  of  these.  Our  own  partners  realize 
that  at  this  time  it  is  imperative  that  all 
three  units — production,  distribution  and 
exhibition — must  pull  together  as  never 
before  and  our  theatre  affiliates  have 
pledged  complete  cooperation.” 


Paramount  Delivering  Fully, 

No  Policy  Change — Agnew 

Chicago — Paramount  will  deliver  every- 
thing announced  at  its  Los  Angeles  con- 
vention, Neil  Agnew,  general  sales  man- 
ager, told  a mid-season  sales  meeting  of 
home  office  executives  and  district  man- 
agers over  the  weekend  here.  It  was  the 
answer  to  whether  there  would  be  any  re- 
trenchment or  change  in  production  plans 
due  to  the  current  European  situation. 

“There  will  be  no  change  in  our  sales 
program  as  announced,”  said  Agnew.  “We 
called  this  meeting  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  relaying  to  our  men  in  the  field 
that  there  will  be  no  change  either  in  our 
selling  program  or  production  plans  as 
announced. 

“We  have  already  sold  some  5,000  or 
6,000  accounts,”  he  added,  “and  that  is 
another  reason  why  we  couldn’t  very  well 
change  plans.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  the 
exhibitors.  Any  changes  that  occur  in  pro- 
duction will  be  only  normal  ones  that 
would  ordinarily  have  occurred.” 

Y.  Frank  Freeman,  studio  production 
chief,  outlined  details  of  the  entire  pro- 
gram as  it  stands  at  present. 

Four  pictures  were  screened  for  the 
men:  “Seventeen,”  taken  from  the  Booth 
Tarkington  classic,  starring  Jackie  Cooper 
and  Betty  Fields;  “Rulers  of  the  Sea;” 
“Honeymoon  in  Bali,”  with  Madeleine  Car- 
roll  and  Fred  MacMurray,  and  “Disputed 
Passage,”  directed  by  Prank  Borzage,  and 
with  Akim  Tamiroff,  Dorothy  Lamour  and 
John  Howard. 

Agnew  returned  to  New  York  late  Mon- 
day. 


Harry  Cohn  Says  Columbia 
Will  Stand  by  Program 

Hollywood — Into  the  rapidly  swelling 
ranks  of  major  companies  to  stand  by  their 
announced  programs  is  Columbia.  In  a 
statement,  Harry  Cohn  declares: 

“There  will  be  no  deviation  from  our 
regular  production  program  with  the  soie 
exception  of  a temporary  postponement 
of  ‘Arizona’  for  a period  of  60  days.  I 
have  instructed  all  our  producers,  direc- 
tors and  writers  that  full  speed  ahead  is 
the  working  slogan  of  Columbia.  We  are 
not  pulling  in  any  horns.  As  a matter  of 
fact,  we  are  spending  fuUy  $5,000,000  more 
on  Columbia  product  this  year  than  at  any 
time  in  our  organization’s  history.” 

At  the  same  time,  Cohn  adds  his  opin- 
ion to  that  of  others  when  he  points  out 
he  believes  one  of  the  effects  of  the  war 
will  be  a change  in  the  trend  of  stories. 


20lh-Fox  Will  Deliver 
All,  States  Sctienck 

Hollywood  — The  program  without 
change  is  the  emergency  ruling  at  20th 
Century-Fox.  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chair- 
man of  the  board,  in  a statement  deciares 
quite  frankly  it  will  be  necessary  to  reduce 
expenses,  but  he  also  declares  officially 
there  will  be  no  salary  cuts  and  no  im- 
pairment of  quality  in  production.  He 
states : 

“From  a careful  analysis  of  available 
reports,  it  is  apparent  that  the  industry, 
due  to  the  war  in  Europe,  is  facing  the 
immediate  loss  of  60  per  cent  of  its  foreign 
revenues.  This  is  a situation  which,  with- 
out proper  retrenchment,  however  regret- 
table, could  paralyze  the  entire  structure 
of  the  film  industry. 

“This  retrenchment  cannot  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  quality  of  our  pictures.  It 
is  our  intention  to  go  through  with  our 
production  program  as  originally  planned. 

“But  since  this  emergency  is  crucial,  the 
necessity  for  reducing  operating  costs  can- 
not be  denied.  It  is  not  the  intention  of 
20th  Century-Fox  to  attempt  to  meet  this 
emergency  by  salary  cuts.  Therefore,  it 
is  up  to  everyone  to  be  keenly  aware  of 
the  need  for  the  strictest  economy  and  the 
elimination  of  waste  wherever  possible. 
This  company  has  always  had  economical 
and  efficient  organization  and  operation, 
but  now  drastic  economy  will  be  necessary 
if  we  are  to  continue  to  operate  in  the  face 
of  the  loss  of  vital  foreign  income. 

“We  must  have  sympathetic  cooperation 
in  our  efforts  to  survive  the  crisis  con- 
fronting us  and  to  bring  about  a sane  and 
safe  future.  A careful  survey  of  the  facts 
provides  no  reason  for  optimism  at  this 
time.  Conditions  are  very  grave  and  from 
all  indications,  will  remain  grave  as  long 
as  the  war  continues.  Only  by  mutual 
service  can  we  bring  about  a brighter  out- 
look later  on.” 


Increased  Domestic  Return 
Need  Seen  by  Wobber 

New  York — In  a message  to  the  sales 
force  of  20th  Century-Fox,  Herman  Wob- 
ber, general  manager  of  distribution,  in- 
forms the  organization  it  now  has  an  added 
burden  on  its  shoulders.  “There  is  nothing 
about  the  new  load  we  all,  individually  and 
collectively,  must  assume  due  to  curtail- 
ment of  company  revenues  in  lands  af- 
fected by  the  European  situation  that  in- 
creased dollar  return  over  here  will  not 
make  materially  lighter,”  he  states. 

“Today,  the  task  of  every  man  and  wom- 
an in  the  domestic  organization  becomes 
of  far  greater  importance  than  ever  in 
company  history.  That  must  be  obvious 
to  all.  We  have  been  a big  company  in  a 
strong  world.  It  is  now  for  us  in  peaceful 
lands  to  apply  an  effort  that  will  keep 
us  a strong  company  in  a weakened  world. 
Our  strength  is  contingent  upon  greater 
result,  greater  revenue  on  this  side  of  the 
great  waters.  One  need  not  indulge  in 
mathematical  wizardy  to  understand  the 

(Continued  on  page  8) 
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Because  the  path  which  the 
industry  follows  must  parallel 
what  travels  along  with  it,  figures 
released  the  other  day  from  Wash- 
ington, are  interesting.  They  had 
to  do  with  with  national  income  and 
went  something  like  this: 

For  the  first  seven  months  of  this 
year,  this  significant  bracket  in- 
creased $1,143,000,000  to  $37,985,- 
000,000,  as  compared  with  $36,842,- 
000,000  for  the  same  period  last  year. 
A rise  of  three  per  cent.  Employes, 
many  of  whom  must  also  be  film 
supporters,  make  up  two-thirds  of  the 
total.  Income  to  them  for  the  period 
was  $25,250,000,000,  an  increase  of 
$1,210,000,000  or  five  per  cent  more 
than  the  $24,040,000,000  paid  them 
for  the  first  seven  months  of  last 
year.  It  is  noteworthy  that  payrolls 
in  the  commodity-producing  indus- 
tries, which  include  mining,  manu- 
facturing and  construction,  rose  ten 
per  cent. 

The  point  about  all  this  staggering 
array  of  billions  is  simple  enough: 
They  indicate  more  money  earned 
and,  thus,  more  money  in  circulation. 
In  any  such  condition,  the  assump- 
tion is  reasonable  that  this  industry, 
unless  mortally  hurt  by  the  war, 
which,  at  the  moment,  seems  remote, 
is  quite  apt  to  get  its  share,  pro- 
vided its  merchandise  is  attractive 
and  delivered  in  -steady  flow. 

That  becomes  the  industry's  job,  in 
this  year  or  any  other. 

Direct  Quote 

Jascha  Heifetz,  via  publicity  chan- 
nels: 

‘T  was  scared  stiff  when  I first  re- 


ported  to  Mr.  Goldwyn's  studio. 
Somehow  or  other,  I was  calmer 
during  the  German  invasion  of  Aus- 
tria and  the  student  riots  in  Bucha- 
rest." 

This  demonstrates  the  strength  of 
power  politics  in  Hollywood. 

Authoritative 

Adolphe  Menjou  to  Reporter  Mich- 
ael Mok  of  the  public,  via  the  New 
York  "Evening  Post": 

"Get  this  straight,  once  and  for  all. 
We,  in  pictures,  are  not  in  the  busi- 
ness of  acting.  We're  in  the  business 
of  entertaining  and  exploiting  per- 
sonalities. Look  at  the  stars  that  in- 
terest the  public  most  today — Baby 
Sandy,  fifteen-months  old;  Shirley 
Temple,  ten  years  old;  Deanna  Durbin, 
sixteen;  May  Robson,  seventy-four; 
band  leaders,  drummers  and  all  kinds 
of  trained  horses,  dogs,  ducks  and 
penguins." 

Alright,  we've  got  it  straight,  once 
and  for  all. 

Direct  Action 

Kern  County,  California,  has  taken 
steps  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  migra- 
tory workers  as  depicted  in  “The 
Grapes  of  Wrath,"  according  to 
Howard  Brubaker  in  "The  New 
Yorker."  The  book  has  been  kicked 
out  of  the  libraries. 

Localizing  It 

Because  she  did  it  for  her  brother 
in  English  politics,  Sophie  Stewart, 
British  actress  in  "Nurse  Edith 
Cavell,"  has  a new  formula  for  as- 
piring young  screen  actresses:  Get 
out  and  make  soap  box  speeches  for 
political  candidates. 

It  ought  to  work,  provided  the 
scene  is  confined  to  Hollywood. 


Communique  From  AH  Gaga 

Dear  Editor, 

That  "Ess  and  Press  with  Mortimer  Hess"  paraphrase  on  "Swing 
and  Sway  with  Sammy  Kaye,"  might  start  the  worst  vogue  since 
"Handies" — and  the  blame  will  fall  on  your  red  head. 

My  sleep  has  been  disturbed  by  visions  of  marquee  signs  crossing 
each  other  like  a Slavko  Vorkapich  montage  effect,  the  signs  carrying 
publicity  slogans  like: 

HAVE  NO  FEARS  WITH  GRADWELL  SEARS 
JUMP  FOR  JOY  WITH  MYRNA  LOY 
READ  AND  SCAN  WITH  MAURICE  KANN 
HAVE  NO  TSOURAS  WITH  SPYROS  SKOURAS 
PAY  THE  RENT  WITH  SIDNEY  KENT 
FILL  YOUR  SEATS  WITH  HOWARD  DIETZ 
THE  PUBLIC  PAYS  FOR  HELEN  HAYES 


Quick,  Ginsberg,  the  needle. 

En  route  to  Mattewan, 


ALI  GAGA. 
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when  Martha  tries  to 
be  Joe’s  better  half... 


^ ^IiORe  . SUSAN  HAVH 
^ARxxey  • JOYCE  MAY* 

°'een  pJay  Delmer  Daves  • Directed  by  JaXtieS 


Concerned  Over  Drop 
In  Foreign  Exchange 

New  York — One  of  the  more  serious 
results  of  the  Second  World  War,  and 
a condition  that  has  foreign  managers 
definitely  worried,  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  rate  of  exchange  has  fallen  off  in  the 
Allied  countries. 

According  to  the  latest,  approximate 
figures,  the  rate  has  dropped  15  per  cent 
in  Great  Britain,  Prance,  New  Zealand, 
Australia,  Strait  Settlements,  Egypt,  India 
and  the  British  West  Indies.  China  and 
Hong  Kong  have  been  off  approximately 
20  per  cent  for  some  time. 

Mexico,  with  a 10  per  cent  increase, 
and  Argentina,  with  a five  per  cent,  are 
the  only  two  countries  in  the  foreign 
market  that  figure  in  the  plus  side  of  the 
column. 

Although  no  accurate  figures  could  be 
obtained,  one  authority  points  out  major 
companies  are  already  suffering  an  esti- 
mated 15  per  cent  decrease  in  the  ap- 
proximate 50  per  cent  of  their  revenue, 
which  comes  from  abroad. 

Skouras  Sees  Slight  Drop 
As  a Result  of  War 

New  York — Business  has  tapered  slight- 
ly throughout  the  country  as  a result  of 
the  European  war,  Spyros  Skouras,  chief 
operating  executive  of  National  Theatres, 
Inc.,  states.  There  is  no  way  of  telling 
what  percentage  receipts  are  off,  he  adds. 

Skouras  will  leave  for  the  coast  on  a 
periodic  trip  in  about  two  weeks.  He  said 
his  contemplated  visit  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  “Big  Stick’s”  suit.  Rick  Ricket- 
son,  operating  head  for  Fox  Intermoun- 
tain, and  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  general- 
issimo for  the  Wisconsin  territory,  were  in 
town  on  “routine”  business  affairs.  They 
have  returned  to  Denver  and  Milwaukee, 
respectively. 

M-G-M  Postpones  British 
Production  Schedule 

London — Because  many  British  players 
called  to  service  by  the  government  is  cre- 
ating a scarcity  of  talent,  M-G-M  has  de- 
cided to  postpone  all  production  here  imtil 
further  notice.  “Busman’s  Honeymoon,” 
which  was  set  to  start  last  week  with  Robt. 
Montgomery  and  Maureen  O’Sullivan  co- 
starred  and  Richard  Thorpe  directing,  may 
be  taken  off  the  current  schedule  entirely, 
although  the  plan  at  the  moment,  now  that 
the  script  has  been  completed,  is  to  make 
the  picture  in  Hollywood.  Miss  O’Sullivan 
flew  to  New  York  via  the  Yankee  Clipper 
and  is  expected  to  be  followed  shortly  by 
the  remaining  Hollywood  personnel  here. 


"U"  Reissues  "All  Quiet" 
With  a New  Title 

New  York — Universal  is  reissuing  “All 
Quiet  on  the  Western  Front”  under  the 
title  of  “The  Uncensored  Version.”  The 
film  has  been  re-edited  and  treated  with 
modern  sequences.  The  company  also  will 
reissue  “The  Road  Back,”  putting  in 
scenes  originally  deleted  because  of  Ger- 
man protests. 


A Spark  From  Mars 


London — Industry  and  press  argued  at 
length  for  the  reopening  of  theatres  here. 
Now,  of  course,  many  of  them  are.  Prior 
to  that,  however,  incidents  like  the  follow- 
ing took  place; 

“The  open  door  at  the  public  house  is 
partly  due  to  the  closed  entrance  at  the 
cinema  and  the  locked  turnstiles  at  Chel- 
sea and  Highbury,”  remarked  the  Evening 
Standard.  “The  cinemas  are  still  open  in 
Warsaw  and  Paris.  Madrid  watched 
Charlie  Chaplin  when  Franco  was  beating 
at  the  gates  of  Madrid.  We  don’t  want  to 
fiddle  while  Europe  burns.  But  we  will 
fight  none  the  worse  for  an  occasional 
glimpse  of  Ginger  Rogers.” 


Johnston  Feels  War 
May  Enlarge  Market 


New  York — Monogram  is  of  the  belief 
that  the  Second  World  War  may  open  a 
larger  market  for  its  product.  W.  Ray 
Johnston,  president,  is  said  to  be  discussing 
this  angle  with  production  executives  on 
the  coast,  a spokesman  declares. 

This  source  reasons  that  with  British 
production  stalled  it  would  be  necessary 
for  all  theatres  in  England  to  look  to  Hol- 
lywood for  product.  As  a corollary,  he 
points  to  Australia  and  South  America, 
usually  heavily  reliant  on  British  films,  to 
increase  its  orders  with  American  dis- 
tributors. 


Won't  Touch  Quality, 
States  M-G-M  Head 


New  York — Reiterating  a one-line  state- 
ment made  last  week  as  he  met  Norma 
Shearer  returning  from  Europe,  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s  and 
M-G-M,  now  indulges  in  a more  formalized 
manner  of  expressing  his  company’s  in- 
tention, and  that  of  the  entire  industry, 
to  maintain  quality  in  entertainment. 

“There  has  been  considerable  specula- 
tion in  the  industry  and  in  financial  cir- 
cles regarding  the  position  of  the  indus- 
try in  the  present  world  crisis.  Many  in 
the  industry  have  expressed  a fear  that 
there  would  be  a lowering  in  the  quality  of 
pictures,  and  reduced  employment,”  he  de- 
clares. 

“I,  personally,  have  refrained  from 
forming  any  snap  judgment,  but  have 
chosen  to  await  developments  so  that  I 
could  see  our  way  ahead  more  clearly.  At 
this  moment,  it  is  foolish  for  anyone  to 
think  that  our  company — or  any  other 
major  companies — will  curtail  production 
or  lower  the  quality  of  pictures  for  the 
reason  that  the  producing  companies  are 
themselves  large  exhibitors,  and  have  three 
or  four  times  as  much  capital  invested  in 
theatres  as  in  production.  If  we  are  to 
operate  our  theatres  successfully,  we  must 
have  outstanding  pictures  and  plenty  of 
them. 

“Furthermore,  I believe  that  the  orders 
closing  theatres  in  England  and  France 
wiU  gradually  be  relaxed  as  conditions 
permit,  so  as  to  make  possible  the  furnish- 
ing of  needed  entertainment  to  the  civilian 
populations  of  the  warring  countries.  How- 
ever, should  our  foreign  losses  exceed 
present  expectations,  we  will  at  that  time 
consider  ways  and  means  of  meeting  the 
emergency.” 


Toronto  Expects  War  Tax 
On  Profits,  Incomes 

Toronto — A war  tax  on  business  profits 
and  personal  income,  plus  an  increase  in 
the  sales  tax  on  many  types  of  commodi- 
ties up  to  perhaps  10  per  cent,  is  in  pros- 
pect here.  The  sales  tax  step-up  would 
affect  imports  of  films,  accessories,  printed 
matter  and  theatre  equipment. 

The  Independent  Theatres  Association 
of  Ontario  is  the  first  film  group  in  the 
Dominion  to  pledge  its  unqualified  support 
to  the  government  in  the  war. 


Increased  Domestic  Return 
Need  Seen  by  Wobber 

(Continued  from  page  7-A) 
indispensability  of  a greater  return  here. 
Domestically,  I sincerely  believe  the  op- 
portunity for  increasing  weekly  revenue, 
in  every  single  territory,  never  was  greater 
than  it  is  at  the  moment. 

“There  is  nothing  about  the  situation 
over  here  that  faster  liquidation — and  I 
mean  liquidation  as  it  concerns  every  foot 
of  bookable  film — cannot  remedy.” 
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DISTRIBUTORS  TO  OVERRIDE  ARNOLD  ON  CODE 
BY  MAKING  A DIRECT  APPEAL  TO  PRESIDENT 


Sued  Majors  Still  Deliberate 
Hire  of  Outside  Legal  Giants 


Three  More  Suits 
Creeping  Up 

New  York — For  the  time  being  no 
New  York  action  is  planned,  but  sources 
close  to  the  department  of  justice  state 
three  new  anti-trust  suits  will  be  filed 
against  important  independent  circuits 
in  the  very  near  future.  Papers  are 
now  being  drawn  on  alleged  facts  be- 
ing collated  by  “Big  Stick"  men  in  the 
field,  but  where  and  when  the  suits 
will  be  instituted  remain  secret. 


New  York — Prominent  counsel  expe- 
rienced in  anti-trust  matters  is  being 
sought  by  the  major  companies  for  the 
“Big  Stick’s”  various  suits,  it  is  learned. 
An  outstanding  authority  on  anti-trust 
procedure  is  now  negotiating  with  the  film 
companies  to  handle  the  all-industry  case 
which,  from  present  appearance,  will  not 
come  to  trial  before  the  first  of  the  year, 
or  later. 

The  firm  of  Canale,  Glanker,  Lock  & 
Little  of  Memphis  has  been  retained  by 
M-G-M,  Paramount,  20th-Fox,  Warners 
and  RKO  for  the  Crescent  suit  while  UA, 
Universal  and  Columbia  have  secured  the 
services  of  Cornelius,  McKinney  & Gilbert 


Stand  May  Be  the  Code 
Trailed  the  President's 
"Cleanup"  Warning 

New  York — Distributors,  it  is  under- 
stood, will  make  a final  effort  to  save  the 
trade  practice  code  by  appealing  to  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 

This  stand  will  be  taken  by  major  com- 
pany presidents,  it  is  stated,  in  light  of 
the  fact  that  the  President  more  than  a 
year  ago  called  in  the  heads  of  each  com- 
pany and  handed  down  an  ultimatum  to 
“put  the  industry’s  house  in  order.” 

Since  the  meeting  with  the  President, 
film  attorneys  hold,  the  industry’s  various 
sales  heads  promulgated  a plan  of  trade 
practices  which  would  narrow  down,  if  not 
eliminate,  the  complaints  reaching  the  de- 
partment of  justice.  Now  that  the  plan  is 
ready,  it  is  further  stated,  the  department 
asserts  the  industry  cannot  go  ahead  with 
it  unless  it  is  willing  to  face  additional 
prosecution. 

Some  attorneys  see  the  code,  if  put  into 
effect,  immediately  turning  the  tide  in 
favor  of  distributors  insofar  as  the  “Big 
Stick’s”  suit  is  concerned.  Thurman  Ar- 
nold, chief  of  the  anti-trust  division, 
realizing  this,  is  not  so  happy  about  the 
future  of  his  suit,  it  is  reported. 

No  Meeting  Date  Yet 

No  date  for  the  meeting  with  President 
Roosevelt  is  imminent,  according  to  one 
legal  spokesman,  because  of  the  foreign 
situation.  But  there  is  assurance  a meet- 
ing will  be  held  and  all  the  facts  pre- 
sented. 

Meanwhile,  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
head,  in  his  latest  bulletin  has  his  own  in- 
terpretation of  the  code  and  its  intent.  He 
says: 

“If  the  distributors  intend  to  use  the 
code  merely  for  trading  purposes  in  con- 
nection with  this  suit,  or  expect  the  de- 
partment of  justice  to  accept  it  as  a sort 
of  unofficial  consent  decree,  rather  than 
intending  it  as  an  honest  effort  to  solve 
the  problems  and  grievances  about  which 
exhibitors  have  long  complained,  then  it 
would  seem  they  were  badly  advised. 

“MPTOA  repeatedly  protested  against 
making  the  code  ‘subject  to  approval  of 
the  department  of  justice,’  but  was  over- 
ruled by  distributors.  We  believe  that  any 
code  should  have  as  its  sole  purpose  to  try 
to  remove  abuses  and  prevent  injustices  in 
commercial  practices.  Certainly  the  law 
protects  that.  If  such  a program  when 
adopted  and  made  effective  would  make 
it  more  difficult  for  the  department  to 
win  its  case  in  court,  that  may  embarrass 
the  prosecutor,  but  it  would  not  hurt  the 
business.” 


UA  Will  Seek  to  Vacate 
Govt  "A  to  Z"  Quiz 

New  York — Attorneys  for  UA  will  move 
to  vacate  the  “Big  Stick’s”  A to  Z quiz  at 
the  adjourned  hearing  scheduled  for  Octo- 
ber 7 in  federal  court  here,  it  is  learned. 
While  the  other  major  company  defend- 
ants are  holding  meetings  to  decide 
whether  or  not  to  answer  or  file  objec- 
tions, counsel  for  UA  has  already  made  up 
their  minds  to  seek  a vacation  of  the 
motion. 


All  Except  UA  Have  Filed 
Against  Preference  Date 

New  York — Affidavits  by  all  major  com- 
panies except  United  Artists,  have  been 
filed  in  the  federal  court,  requesting 
Senior  Judge  John  C.  Knox  not  to  grant 
the  requested  preference  date  of  Novem- 
ber 1 to  the  government  for  the  start  of 
the  all-industry  suit,  until  some  disposition 
is  made  regarding  the  68  interrogatories 
submitted  by  the  government. 


No  FWC  Plaint  Copies 

New  York — Although  defendants  in  the 
“Big  Stick’s”  action  against  FWC  on  the 
coast  have  been  served,  none  of  the  east- 
ern executives  or  companies  has  received 
copies  of  the  complaint. 


of  Nashville.  The  company  is  reported  to 
be  well  experienced  in  cases  dealing  with 
the  Sherman  Act.  Tony  Sudekum,  presi- 
dent of  Crescent,  has  retained  McConnico, 
Arimstead,  Waller  & Davis.  Paschall  Davis, 
son  of  Norman  H.  Davis,  former  ambassa- 
dor-at-large,  is  identified  with  the  firm 
bearing  his  name.  He  formerly  was  a part- 
ner in  Davis  & Polk,  local  firm  which  had 
handled  several  cases  for  Paramount  at 
one  time.  He  now  resides  in  Nashville. 

For  the  Oklahoma  suit  against  the  Grif- 
fith Brothers,  distributors  have  former 
Judge  Charles  Cochran. 

Confirming  a Boxoffice  exclusive  of 
August  26,  Myer  and  Louis  Schine  on 
Wednesday  retained  Frederick  H.  Wood, 
prominent  anti-trust  counsel,  to  work  with 
Willard  S.  McKay  on  the  upstate  action. 

Although  all  companies  have  not  been 
served  in  the  Crescent  case,  a 25~day  ex- 
tension beyond  the  normal  20  days  has 
already  been  secured  for  filing  answers. 

A stipulation  recently  was  entered  into 
between  counsel  for  distributors  and  Paul 
Williams  for  an  extension  of  an  answer 
or  objection  to  the  A to  Z quiz  filed  until 
October  7.  The  general  indication  is  that 
a strenuous  objection  will  be  launched  by 
defendants  because  of  the  scope  covered, 
because  they  feel  the  time  and  money 
involved  and  the  lack  of  expert  assistance 
to  secure  the  data  will  retard  the  normal 
functions  of  trade. 


Say  Quiz  Would  Cost  $10,000,000 

New  York — Counsel  for  distributors  estimate  it  will  cost  each  company  ap- 
proximately $1,000,000  to  unearth  the  information  required  by  the  Big  Stick's  A to  Z 
quiz.  The  lawyers  state  that  data  is  sought  on  every  picture  and  account  for  the 
three  seasons  starting  1935-36  and  the  theoretical  availabilities  on  each  film. 

The  attorneys  state  major  companies  released  in  the  neighborhood  of  1,000  pic- 
tures for  the  three-year  period  with  an  average  of  10,000  playdates  on  each  film. 

If  it  were  decided  to  answer  to  quiz  and  undertake  the  costs,  it  is  figured  thei 
combined  major  company  expense  on  the  all-industry  suit  would  tally  at  least 
$10,000,000. 
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Wisconsin  ITPA  Head  Is  Dubious 

Milwaukee — Edward  F.  Maertz,  president  o£  the  Independent  Theatres  Pro- 
tective Ass'n  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan,  is  openly  skeptical  over  two  points 
in  the  Warner  sales  policy.  These  are  Nos.  5 and  12  which  refer  to  continued 
dealings  with  "any  exhibitor  of  good  reputation"  and  "reasonable  clearance." 

"I  fail  to  see  where  there  is  anything  in  this  platform  that  will  benefit  the 
independent  exhibitor.  With  reference  to  the  20  per  cent  cancellation  clause, 
we  were  told  at  Minneapolis  that  we  would  be  expected  to  pay  for  these  pic- 
tures even  though  we  canceled  them,  so  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  from 
this  provision,"  he  concludes. 


St.  Louis  Approves 
Warner  Sales  Plan 

St.  Loins — Very  favorable  is  the  re- 
action of  exhibitors  in  St.  Louis,  eastern 
Missouri  and  southern  Illinois  to  pro- 
nouncement by  Gradwell  L.  Sears  that 
Warner  had  incorporated  some  highlights 
of  the  code  into  a 12-point  program  to 
govern  the  1939-40  sales  policy.  News  of 
the  streamlining  of  the  Warner  policy  was 
brought  first  to  most  of  the  exhibitors  in 
tliis  territory  by  Boxoffice. 

Hall  Walsh,  local  manager  for  Warner, 
says  approximately  60  per  cent  of  exhibi- 
tors in  the  St.  Louis  territory  have  al- 
ready signed  up  for  1939-40.  Naturally 
those  exhibitors  are  pleased  to  learn  that 
they  will  immediately  enjoy  a 20  per  cent 
cancellation  privilege. 

In  the  absence  of  Fred  Wehrenberg, 
president  of  the  local  MPTOA  unit,  there 
was  no  statement  coming  from  that  or- 
ganization. Likewise,  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr., 
ranking  executive  here  for  P&M  and  their 
affiliate,  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  was 
away. 

Several  out-of-town  exhibitors  seen  along 
the  Row,  expressed  pleasure  that  the  step 
had  been  taken  and  are  hopeful  other 
distributors  would  fall  into  line. 

The  12-point  program  was  prominently 
displayed  on  the  bulletin  board  near  the 
entrance  to  the  Warner  exchange. 


"Let's  Wait  and  See,"  Is 
The  Albany  Attitude 

Albany — “Very  nice,  if  they  do  it,”  re- 
marks Mitchell  Conery,  head  of  the  cir- 
cuit bearing  his  name  and  a regional 
vice-president  of  Allied  of  New  York.  “Too 
early  to  say.  Actual  contracts  and  experi- 
ence teU  the  story,”  observes  another. 
These  are  typical  of  the  varied  reactions 
to  the  Warner  sales  plan. 

Conery,  who  does  not  claim  to  speak  for 
other  Allied  members  in  this  territory  but 
who  often  reflects  their  point  of  view, 
means  by  his  cryptic  phrase  the  new  policy 
would  be  advantageous  if  Warner  does  not 
jack  up  rentals  to  offset  the  cancellation 
privilege.  Some  cynicism  and  suspicion 
over  the  general  code  have  voiced  them- 
selves here  and  that  apparently  goes  now 
for  the  Warner  idea. 

But  he  and  others  concede  that,  on  its 
face,  the  cancellation  right  would  benefit 
a substantial  number  of  Albany  territory 
exhibitors,  since  more  than  half  of  those 
served  from  here  average  less  than  $100 
rental  per  picture. 


Caution  Describes  View 
In  Indiana  Center 

Indianapolis — Caution  is  the  word  to  de- 
scribe exhibitors’  reaction  in  this  area  to 
the  Warner  12-point  sales  plan. 

The  executive  of  one  circuit  comments, 
“I  have  nothing  to  say  at  the  present  time. 
After  the  plan  has  been  in  effect  for  some- 
time its  benefits  or  detriments  will  be  ob- 
vious.” 

Another  leading  circuit  man  says,  “I  have 
just  read  the  Warner  12-point  sales  plan 
and  feel  that,  until  I give  it  considerable 


Back  to  the  Field 

War  developments  last  week  pushed 
aside  additional  reactions  from  the  field 
to  the  Warner  sales  plan  drawn  gener- 
ously from  highlights  of  the  code.  Further 
comment  appears  on  this  page. 

Aside  from  the  time  consumed  in  dis- 
cussing the  future  in  terms  of  the  Second 
World  War,  the  Warner  organization  has 
proceeded  according  to  schedule  in  im- 
plementing its  announced  policy.  Letters 
to  all  accounts  are  in  the  mails.  Early 
complaints  dealing  with  the  alleged  forc- 
ing of  shorts  sales  with  features  are  al- 
ready in  process  of  adjustment. 


more  thought,  I will  not  be  able  to  make  an 
intelligent  and  fair  statement.” 

Another  remarks,  “We  are  now  negotiat- 
ing for  Warner  product  and  we  feel  that 
at  this  time  it  would  be  unwise  to  make 
any  comment  on  the  plan.  After  our  con- 
tracts are  signed,  that’s  something  else 
again.” 

A leading  exhibitor  thinks,  “I  have  never 
had  any  difficulty  with  Warner  since  I 
have  been  operating  a theatre  and  in  offer- 
ing its  new  12 -point  sales  plan  I believe 
Warner  will  be  still  easier  to  get  along  with 
in  the  future.” 


Quaker  Cily  Not  Yet 
Certain  on  Plan 

Philadelphia — They  cannot  quite  make 
up  their  minds  here  on  the  Warner  12- 
point  program.  Lew  Pizor  and  George 
P.  Aarons,  for  the  UMPTO,  see  in  its 
adoption  an  attempt  to  “beat  the  gov- 
ernment suit.”  Nevertheless,  they  see  oth- 
er majors,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
UA,  following  suit.  Members  of  local  Allied 
have  a general  feeling  the  distributor  has 
started  something  others  will  copy. 

Then,  there  is  the  exhibitor  who  “would 
like  to  believe”  what  he’s  read,  but  feels 
the  salesman  wiU  continue  to  come  around 
and  insist  upon  jacked-up  rentals.  There 
is  also  the  theatreman,  satisfied  Warner 
customer  in  the  past,  who  is  all  for  the 
plan  and  perfectly  willing  to  accept  the 
Sears  declaration  completely  on  its  face 
value.  Finally,  there  is  around  the  opera- 
tor who  admits  he  doesn’t  understand  it, 
suspicions  that  Warner  took  its  step  to 
offset  lawsuits. 


No  Particular  Interest 
Seen  in  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans — Announcement  of  the 
12-point  plan  fails  to  arouse  much  inter- 
est one  way  or  another  among  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  here. 

The  general  attitude  is  that,  if  Warner 
puts  into  effect  a plan,  no  matter  how 
meritorious,  it  would  be  but  a drop  in  the 
bucket  until  other  situations  were  cleaned 
up. 

“What  does  20  per  cent  cancellation 
mean  to  us?”  asks  an  independent  who 
wants  his  name  withheld.  “And  what  does 
the  statement  on  clearance  mean?  Noth- 
ing, until  such  time  as  the  circuits  don’t 
control  the  buying  situation  to  such  a point 
that  the  average  exchange  has  to  play  ball 
to  get  bookings. 

“The  worst  thing  about  buying  in  New 
Orleans  is  clearance.  A certain  neigh- 
borhood circuit  here  gets  60  days’  clear- 
ance. That’s  as  much  as  the  first  runs 
demand.  It’s  been  a thorn  in  our  sides. 
But  there  isn’t  going  to  be  any  plan  formu- 
lated by  a single  distributor  which  can  cor- 
rect this.” 

Allied  President  Henry  Lazarus  declares 
he  is  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the 
plan  to  comment  and  adds:  “We’ve  never 
had  any  trouble  with  Warner.” 

Other  exhibitors  prefer  to  see  how  the 
plan  would  work. 

Circuit  operations  get  pretty  much  the 
terms  they  want,  plan  or  no  plan,  is  a gen- 
eral consensus. 


Dallas  Likes  It  Generally 

Dallas— Individual  exhibitors  accolade  Warner  on  its  new  selling  policy.  Some 
there  are  who  say  they  regard  the  plan  as  lacking  in  definiteness.  The  majority, 
on  the  other  hand,  view  the  step  as  one  in  the  right  direction  and  see  in  it  a par- 
tial victory,  at  least,  for  their  objectives. 

Wallace  W.  Rucker.  Rock  Theatre,  Round  Rock,  believes  the  policy  will  bene- 
fit him  in  his  situation. 

Bob  Hooks,  Select  Theatre.  Mineola.  soys  he  was  always  for  a code  and  that, 
while  he  had  not  read  the  Warner  plan,  from  what  he  was  told  of  it  he  sees 
its  clauses  as  a benefit. 

L.  M.  Threet,  operating  independent  theatres  in  Lufkin,  Livingston  and  Jack- 
sonville, is  frankly  dubious. 
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THE  KEYSTONE  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


UA  Girds  to  Fight 
Gov't  Schine  Suit 


New  York — UA  has  filed  notice  of  its 
intention  to  apply  in  U.  S.  district  court, 
Buffalo,  September  18,  for  either  (1)  dis- 
missal of  the  corporation  as  a defendant 
in  the  “Big  Stick’s”  suit  against  the  Schine 
circuit  on  the  ground  the  petition  does  not 
“state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a cause 
of  action;”  (2)  an  order  to  strike  certain 
allegations  from  the  complaint,  or  (3)  for 
a bill  of  particulars. 

Allegations  UA  seeks  to  strike  from  the 
complaint  are  contained  in  the  “Big 
Stick’s”  prayer  for  relief  “that  the  dis- 
tributor defendants  and  each  and  all  of 
their  respective  officers  and  directors, 
agents  and  employes,  be  perpetually  en- 
joined and  restrained  from  licensing  fea- 
ture pictures  for  exhibition  on  any  run  at 
any  theatre  in  any  of  the  Schine  towns, 
except  upon  a local  competitive  basis 
whereby  all  theatres  operating  in  each  of 
said  towns  will  have  an  equal  opportunity 
to  license  pictures  for  exhibition  without 
regard  to  whether  those  theatres,  or  any 
of  them,  form  or  constitute  a part  of  a 
circuit  of  theatres.” 

The  order  for  a bill  of  particulars  em- 
braces more  than  150  items  which  UA 
seeks  more  definite  information  on. 

For  example,  UA  asks  the  government  to 
state  in  detail  in  what  manner  the  plain- 
tiff claims  UA  has  violated  and  is  now 
violating  provisions  of  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust act  in  respect  to; 

1 —  The  date  when  each  alleged  combina- 
tion and  conspiracy  began  and  the  dura- 
tion thereof. 

2 —  The  terms  thereof. 

3 —  The  means  agreed  upon  to  effectu- 
ate the  same. 

4 —  The  place  where  the  same  originated. 

5 —  The  place  or  places  where  the  same 
was  carried  out. 

6 —  The  name  of  each  person,  firm  or 
corporation,  who  was  a party  thereto. 

7 —  The  extent  to  which  each  such  firm, 
person  or  corporation  operated  therein. 

8 —  The  name  and  location  of  each  thea- 
tre and  the  operator  thereof  which  the 
plaintiff  claims  was  affected  thereby. 

9 —  If  such  alleged  combination  and  con- 

( Continued  on  next  page) 


Reviewer  Goes  for 
"Real  Glory" 

Hollywood — A prophetic  title  this, 
inasmuch  as  “The  Real  Glory"  heralds 
that  kind  of  a treat  for  those  who  de- 
sire spectacle  and  action  in  their 
celluloid  entertainment. 

Produced  with  characteristic  Gold- 
wynian  verve,  the  picture  gets  under 
way  slowly,  but,  gathering  momentum, 
attains  whirlwind  speed  for  an  un- 
usually thrilling  climax.  Dad  and  junior 
will  support  and  praise  it  wholeheart- 
edly, even  though  it  may  be  a trifle 
too  sanguniary  for  feminine  trade. 

Gary  Cooper  is  perfect  at  the  head 
of  a generally  fine  cast.  Henry  Hath- 
away directed.  — SPEAR. 


Production  on  the  Upbeat 


(Continued 

from  page  4) 

Northwest  Mounted 

Police 

Outdoor 

None 

Jan. 15 

Gun  Chores 

Western 

William  Boyd 

Sept.  18 

Untitled 

Comedy 

Claudette  Colbert 

Nov.  1 

Producers  Pictures  Corp, 

Brigham  Young — 

Utah  Miracle  Man 

Historical 

None 

Nov.  15 

Buried  Alive 

Hitler — Beast  of 

Prison  drama 

None 

Oct.  30 

Berlin 

Sagebrush  Family 

Documentary  drama 

None  designated 

Sept.  15 

Trails  West 

Western 

Bobby  Clark 

Sept.  22 

Wanted  for  Murder 
Man  From  Okla- 

Melodrama 

None  designated 

Sept.  29 

homa 

Western 

George  Houston 

Oct.  9 

RKO 

Radio 

Dr.  Christian  No.  2 

Drama 

Jean  Hersholt 

Dec.  1 

Untitled 

Swiss  Family 

Western 

George  O’Brien 

Sept.  21 

Robinson 

Drama 

Tim  Holt 

Oct.  15 

Hot  Tamale 

Comedy 

Lupe  Velez 

Sept.  30 

Heart  of  Darkness 

Sea  drama 

Orson  Welles 

Oct.  15 

Primrose  Path 

Drama 

None 

Sept.  18 

Silver  City 

Cross  Country 

Historical 

Tim  Holt 

Nov.  1 

Romance 

Comedy 

Lucille  Ball 

Nov.  15 

Republic 

Hit  Parade  of  1940 

Musical 

Frances  Langford 

Sept.  30 

Cowboy  Prom  Texas 

Western 

Three  Mesquiteers 

Oct.  3 

Covered  Trails 

Comedy 

James  Gleason 

Sept.  18 

Wagons  Westward 
Rovin’  Tumble- 

Western 

John  Wayne 

Sept.  25 

weeds 

Western 

Gene  Autry 

Sept.  15 

20th  Century-Fox 

Grapes  of  Wrath 

Documentary  drama 

Henry  Fonda 

Oct.  2 

Father  Duffy 

World  War  drama 

None  designated 

Oct.  15 

Three  Blind  Dates 

Comedy 

None  designated 

Oct.  1 

The  Valiant 

Man  Who  Wouldn’t 

Drama 

None  designated 

Sept.  25 

Talk 

Drama 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Sept.  25 

The  Adventurer 
Everything  Happens 

Western 

Cesar  Romero 

Sept.  18 

at  Night 

Charlie  Chan  in 

Comedy 

Sonja  Henie 

Sept.  18 

Panama 

Detective  drama 

Sidney  Toler 

Oct.  7 

Universal 

Invisible  Man 

Returns 

Horror  melodrama 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

Sept.  22 

It’s  a Date 

Comedy  with  music 

Deanna  Durbin 

Sept.  30 

Atlantic  Cable 

Historical 

None  designated 

Nov.  1 

Little  Accident 

Comedy 

Baby  Sandy 

Sept.  15 

United  Artists 

Production  No.  6 
(For.  “The  Great 

Dictator”) 

Satirical  comedy 

Charles  Chaplin 

Sept.  15 

Personal  History 

Political  drama 

None  designated 

Oct.  15 

Our  Town 

Blackout  Over 

Drama 

None  designated 

Nov.  1 

Europe 

House  Across  the 

Current  war  story 

Gary  Cooper 

Dec.  1 

Bay 

Prison  drama 

Joan  Bennett 

Sept.  30 

1,000,000  B.C. 

Imaginative  fantasy 

None  designated 

Nov.  1 

Ordeal 

Current  war 

None  designated 

Dec.  1 

Don  Juan 

Spanish 

Fortunio  Bonanova 

Oct.  15 

Warner-First  National 

Underground 

Anti-Nazi  story 

John  Garfield 

Sept.  18 

The  Sea  Hawk 

Period  sea  drama 

Errol  Flynn 

Sept.  26 

Timber  Wolf 

Granny  Get  Your 

Outdoor 

Dennis  Morgan,  Alan  Hale 

Sept.  11 

Gun 

Gangster  comedy 

May  Robson 

Sept.  28 

Fighting  69th 

World  war 

Pat  O’Brien 

Sept.  18 

Edgar  Allen  Poe 
Capt.  Horatio 

Biographical 

Claude  Rains 

Sept.  21 

Hornblower 

Sea  drama 

None  designated 

Late  Fall 

Dr.  Ehrlich 

Biography 

Edward  G.  Robinson 

Sept.  29 

Smiling  Corpse 

Mystery  comedy 

Frank  McHugh 

Sept.  30 

Virginia  City 

Brother  Rat  and 

Historical  western 

Errol  Flynn 

Nov.  1 

the  Baby 

Comedy 

Eddie  Albert 

Sept.  27 
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UA  Ready  lo  Fighl 
Gov'l  Schine  Suit 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
spiracy  are  evidenced  by  writing,  furnish 
a copy  thereof;  if  oral,  state  the  substance 
thereof:  if  partly  oral  and  partly  in  writ- 
ing, state  the  substance  of  the  oral  por- 
tions and  furnish  a copy  of  the  written 
portions. 

The  “Big  Stick”  is  also  asked  to  state  in 
what  cities  and  towns  the  “so-called 
Schine  defendants”  have  combined  with 
UA  in  which  they; 

1 — Threatened  to  build  a theatre  in  op- 


position to  another  exhibitor,  as  pleaded 
in  Paragraph  49. 

2 —  Have  built  a theatre,  as  pleaded  in 
Paragraph  49. 

3 —  Have  threatened  to  deprive  another 
exhibitor  of  product. 

4 —  Have  announced  the  proposed  con- 
struction of  a theatre. 

5 —  Have  acquired  the  superior  title  to 
a theatre. 

6 —  Have  cut  admission  prices. 

7 —  Have  resorted  to  costly  games. 

8 —  Have  given  or  taken  unreasonable 
protection. 

9 —  Have  kept  theatre  sites  or  acquired 
interests  in  sites  in  Schine  towns  wher- 
ever there  is  any  indication  of  competi- 
tion. 


Kuykendall  Strikes 
For  Defense  Armor 

New  York — “Menaced  and  threatened 
on  every  side,  torn  by  distrust,  contro- 
versies and  prejudices  from  within,  dis- 
rupted by  lawsuits  and  smeared  by  venal 
publicity,  this  industry  needs  every  pos- 
sible defense,  and  a sound,  sensible  pro- 
gram to  solve  our  problems,”  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall, head  of  the  MPTOA,  states  in  his 
latest  bulletin,  sounding  a keynote  for  the 
“great  need  of  a strong  exhibitor  organi- 
zation.” 

Kuykendall  asks: 

1 —  Can  the  industry  work  out  a prac- 
tical trade  practice  program  under  present 
conditions? 

2 —  Will  the  department  of  justice  really 
try  to  block  a practical,  effective  solution 
of  trade  practice  problems? 

3 —  Would  a code  (any  code)  solve  the 
existing  situations? 

4 —  Do  exhibitors  (and  distributors)  pre- 
fer to  settle  differences  and  grievances  on 
unreasonable  clearance  and  overbuying  to 
deprive  a competitor  of  pictures  by  (a) 
mediation  and  voluntary  agreement,  (b) 
enforceable  decisions  of  an  arbitration 
board  (c)  lawsuits,  intervention  of  public 
prosecutors,  boycotts  and  reprisals? 

5 —  Is  there  any  fair,  impersonal,  and 
practical,  standard  for  clearance  between 
theatres? 

6 —  Do  exhibitors  want  a simplified  ex- 
hibition contract? 

7 —  Should  short  subjects,  newsreels  and 
trailers  be  a part  of  every  product  deal? 

8 —  Would  exhibitors  prefer  to  get  trail- 
ers direct  from  each  company  or  through 
the  medium  of  a complete  service  from  a 
trailer  company? 

9 —  Will  buying  combines  solve  the  buy- 
ing problem  of  the  individual  exhibitor? 

10 —  Do  we  want  the  Neely  Bill,  or  any 
other  law  to  prohibit  and  prevent  any 
distributor  from  offering  better  prices  and 
terms  in  order  to  induce  the  exhibitor  to 
buy  more  than  one  picture? 

11 —  Should  non-theatrical  showings  of 
theatrical  motion  pictures  be  curbed  and 
confined  to  non-competitive  situations? 

12 —  Should  radio  competition  of  motion 
picture  talent  and  material  be  curbed? 

13 —  What  should  be  done  about  double 
feature  competition,  give-aways,  premiums, 
lotteries,  cut-rate  admissions,  etc.? 

14 —  What  can  exhibitors  do  about  the 
music  tax  extortion  by  Ascap?  Why  doesn’t 
the  government  prosecute  its  four-year- 
old  anti-trust  suit  against  Ascap? 

15 —  Should  exhibitors  in  this  country  re- 
fuse to  show  any  propaganda  pictures 
favoring  either  side  in  view  of  the  present 
European  war  and  the  expressed  determi- 
nation of  this  country  to  keep  out  of  it? 

16 —  What  can  exhibitors  do  to  strength- 
en their  defenses  against  the  coming  on- 
slaught of  state  legislation,  singling  out 
the  theatres  for  drastic  regulation,  special 
taxation  and  admission  taxes? 

17 —  What  organized  and  unified  effort 
should  be  directed  by  exhibitors  and  ex- 
hibitor organizations  to  combat  the  ad- 
verse publicity  against  the  Industry? 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


Strange  Money 
Torture  Ship 


Ellen  Drew 


Prison  Drama 

Producers  Pictures  Corp. 

Sea  melodrama  Irving  Pichel,  Lyle  Talbot 


Meet  Dr.  Christian 
Sued  for  Libel 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame 
That’s  Right,  You’re  Wrong 
Vigil  in  the  Night 


Abraham  Lincoln  Boggs 
Jeepers  Creepers 


Daytime  Wife 
The  City 
The  Bluebird 
The  Simple  Life 
High  School 


RKO  Radio 

Drama 

Drama 

Historical  melodrama 
Musical 

Hospital  drama 

Republic 

Comedy-drama 
Musical  hill-billy 


Jean  Hersholt 
Kent  Taylor 
Charles  Laughton 
Kay  Kyser 
Carole  Lombard,  Brian  Aherne 


Edward  Ellis 
Roy  Rogers,  Weaver  Bros.,  Elviry 


20th  Century-Fox 

Domestic  comedy 

Melodrama 

Fantasy 

Comedy 

Comedy 

United  Artists 


Tyrone  Power 
Ricardo  Cortez 
Shirley  Temple 
Stuart  Erwin 
Jane  Withers 


Raffles 

Send  Another  Coffin 
Of  Mice  and  Men 
A Chump  at  Oxford 
Rebecca 

Production  No.  6 

(For.  “The  Great  Dictator”) 


Detective  drama  David  Niven 

Detective  comedy  Pat  O’Brien,  Edward  Arnold 
Documentary  drama  Burgess  Meredith 

Comedy  Laurel  and  Hardy 

Romantic  drama  Laurence  Olivier,  Joan  Fontaine 


Comedy-drama 

Universal 


Charlie  Chaplin 


South  of  the  Amazon 
Legion  of  Lost  Flyers 
Call  a Messenger 
Missing  Evidence 
Galloping  Kid 
Man  From  Montreal 
Listen,  Kids 
Outlawed  Marshal 
Vigilante  War 


Drama  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr. 

Action  drama  Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine 

Melodrama  Little  Tough  Guys,  Mary  Carlisle 

Melodrama  Preston  Foster,  Irene  Hervey 

Western  Johnny  Mack  Brown 

Action  drama  Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine 

Comedy  Johnny  Downs 

Western  Johnny  Mack  Brown 

Western  Johnny  Mack  Brown 

Warner-First  National 


Four  Wives 
State  Cop 

Gambling  on  the  High  Seas 
Philo  Vance  Returns 
Lady  Dick 

20,000  Years  in  Sing  Sing 
The  Return  of  Dr,  X 
We  Are  Not  Alone 
On  Your  Toes 
* Uncle  Sam  Awakens 
Elizabeth  and  Essex 
Dress  Parade 
Guilty  Women 
Invisible  Stripes 


Domestic  drama 
Action  drama 
Action  drama 
Detective  drama 
Detective  comedy 
Prison  drama 
Horror  drama 
Romantic  drama 
Musical 

Military  melodrama 
Historical  drama 
Service  story 
Prison  drama 
Prison  drama 


Priscilla  Lane,  John  Garfield 
John  Payne 
Wayne  Morris 
James  Stephenson 
Jane  Wyman 
John  Garfield,  Ann  Sheridan 
Humphrey  Bogart 
Paul  Muni 
Zorina.  Eddie  Albert 
Ronald  Reagan 
Bette  Davis,  Errol  Flynn 
Dead  End  Kids,  John  Litel 
Lya  Lys 
George  Raft 


*In  preparation. 

Current  and  future  releases,  as  far  ahead  as  11  weeks,  appear  in  the  Booking 
Chart,  beginning  on  page  71. 
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PRODUCERS  DISTRIBUTING  CORPORATION 


1436  NORTH  BEACHWOOD  DRIVE -HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF. 

EXCHANGES  EVERYWHERE 


NO  MATTER  WHAT 
YOU  THINK  OF  THIS 
BLOOD-THIRSTY  DESPOT 

HE’S  BIG  NEWS! 

Every  word  he  utters,  every  tactical  move  his  generals  map  out,  every  thrust 
his  goose-stepping  armies  undertake  ailects  every  human  being  on  earth! 

RADIO  CHAINS,  NEWSPAPERS,  MAGAZINES  AND  JUST  PLAIN  FOLKS  AT  HOME  ARE 
YOUR  ADVANCE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  GREATEST  EXPLOITATION  PICTURE  EVER  MADE  ! 


II 


OCT.  s-  wire  for  pre-release  bookihos: 

PRODUCERS  DISTRIRUTING  CORPORATION 


1436  NORTH  BEACHWOOD  DRIVE -HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF. 

EXCHANCES  EVERYWHERE 


"STAR  MAKER,"  "OLD  MAID"  AND  "WOMEN"  TOPS 


BOSTON 


Fenway — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  2nd  run; 

The  Death  of  a Chainijion  (Para)  80 

Memorial — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  Frontier 

Marshal  (20th-Fox)  155 

Orpheum — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 

Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M)  140 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  100 

Metropolitan — Beau  Geste  (Para);  Quick  Mil- 
lions (20th-Fox)  160 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  85 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — The  Star  IVIaker  (Para),  held  3rd  loop 

wk 90 

Chicago — Golden  Boy  (Col),  stage  show;  pic- 
ture moved  to  Roosevelt  for  2nd  loop  wk....l00 
Garrick — Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox),  2nd 

loop  wk 85 

Oriental — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  2nd  loop 

wk. ; stage  show  90 

Palace — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  plus  stage 

show,  2nd  wk 90 

Roosevelt — The  Under-Ihip  (Univ)  80 

State-Lake — HelPs  Kitchen  (WB),  plus  stage 

show  85 

United  Artists — The  Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M), 
held  3rd  wk 110 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — The  Women  (M-G-M),  held  130 

Capitol — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  held  130 

Keith’s — In  Name  Only  (RKO),  2nd  w^k 120 

Lyric — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  2nd  wk 110 

Palace — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA),  held 120 

Shubert — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

3rd  W'k 120 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — M'hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  2nd 

wk 155 

Hippodrome — In  Name  Only  (RKO)  125 

Palace — Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN)  110 

State — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M)  100 

Stillman — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  2nd  wk....l35 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Inside  Information  (Univ)  95 

Capitol — Night  Work  (Para),  2nd  half 85 

Majestic — The  Star  Maker  (Para)  115 

Palace — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) 100 

Rialto — Career  (RKO)  90 

Rialto — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox),  2nd  half. 100 
Tower — Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 


DENVER 


Aladdin — Goo<lbye,  Mr.  Chi|>s  (M-G-M),  after 
a wk.  each  at  the  Orpheum  and  Broadway ..  140 
Broadway — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 
Rookie  Cop  (RKO),  dual,  following  a wk.  at 

the  Orpheum  120 

Denham — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  4 days  on 
the  2nd  wk. ; Beau  Geste  (Para),  for  remain- 
ing 3 days  185 

Denver — Four  Feathers  (UA)  100 

Orpheum — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  Miracles  for 

Sale  (M-G-M)  110 

Paramount — I Stole  a Million  (Univ);  Cowboy 

Quarterback  (FN)  100 

Rialto — Stanley  and  lavingstone  (20th-Fox), 
after  a wk.  each  at  the  Denver  and  Aladdin; 
Forgotten  Women  (Univ)  140 

DETROIT 

Adams — The  Man  They  Could  Not  Hung: 

(Col):  Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th-Fox) . . . 90 
Fox — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO);  The  Spell- 
binder (RKO)  SO 

Michigan — The  Star  Maker  (Para):  Miracles 

for  Sale  (M-G-M)  100 

Palms  State — ICaeh  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  after 
2 wks.  at  Michigan;  Night  Work  (Para), 

after  wk.  at  Mich.gan  90 

United  Artists — The  Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M).. 105 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — Wyoming  Outlaw  (Rep);  She  Married 

a Cop  (Rep),  1st  half  65 

Alamo — Bolling  Westward  (Mono):  It’s  a Won- 
derful World  (M-G-M).  2nd  half  65 

Apollo — Our  I,eading  Citizen  (Para);  Hell’s 

Kitehen  (WB)  80 

Circle — The  Star  Maker  (Para):  This  Man  Is 

News  (Para)  120 

Loew’s — Lady  of  the  Tropies  (M-G-M);  These 
Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M)  125 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 100 

Midland — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M);  Coast 

Guard  (Col)  110 

Newman — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  2nd  wk 75 

Orpheum — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN);  The  Hob- 
by Family  (FN),  2nd  wk 135 

Tower — I Stole  a 3Iillion  (Univ).  plus  stage 

show  105 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  120 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


The  Star  Maker  (dual) — New 

Haven  (10  days)  185 

The  Old  Maid  (dual) — Omaha. ...175 
The  Women  (dual) — Los  Angeles.. 175 

The  Old  Maid — Philadelphia 170 

Beau  Geste  (dual) — Boston 160 

In  Name  Only  (dual) — Boston 155 

When  Tomorrow  Comes — 

Cleveland  (2nd  wk)  155 

Pour  Feathers — Minneapolis 150 

Lady  of  the  Tropics — New 

Orleans  150 

The  Old  Maid — New  York, 

Seattle  150 

Stanley  and  Livingstone — 
Oklahoma  City,  Salt  Lake  City.. 150 
Wizard  of  Oz — New  York, 
Philadelphia  150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

GcMKlbye,  Mr.  Chips,  17th  wk.,  New  York 
City. 

The  Old  Maid,  5th  wk.,  New  York  City. 


Four  Feathers,  3rd  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 
Stanley  and  lavingstone,  3rd  wk.,  Cin- 
cinnati. 

The  Star  Maker,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago. 

When  Tomorrow  Conies,  3rd  wk.,  New 
York  City. 


LOS  ANGELES 


Chinese — The  M omen  (M-G-M);  News  Is 

Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox) 175 

Downtown — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  second 

wk 110 

Four  Star — Four  Featliers  (UA).  3rd  wk 100 

Hillstreet — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  The  Girl 

and  the  Gambler  (RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown 110 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 100 

Paramount — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  Exile 

Express  (GN),  2nd  wk 100 

State — Same  as  Chinese  175 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  Back  Door 

to  Heaven  (Para)  120 

Riverside — Parents  on  Trial  (Col),  plus  stage 

show  100 

Strand — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox); 

When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ)  100 

Warner — The  Old  Maid  (FN);  The  Hobby 

Family  (FN)  110 

Wisconsin^ — The  AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  130 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Million  Dollar  l^egs  (Para) ; They  All 

Come  Out  (M-G-M)  90 

Century— AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 125 

Gopher — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  90 

Minnesota — A’i'ithin  the  Law  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  (Stroud  Twins) 125 

Orpheum- — Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  (‘Folies  Bergere’) 140 

State— -The  Star  Maker  (Para)  100 

Time — Clouds  Over  Eurojw  (Col)  100 

World — Four  Feathers  (UA)  150 

NEW  HAVEN 

College — The  AA'izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M):  Blondie 

Takes  a A'aeation  (Col),  2nd  wk 105 

Loew-Poli — The  AA’omen  (M-G-M);  They  All 
Come  Out  (M-G-M),  moved  to  the  College 

for  a 2nd  wk : 125 

Paramount — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  Unmar- 
ried (Para),  10  days  185 

Roger  Sherman — Angels  AA’ash  Their  Faces 

(FN);  The  Hobby  Family  (FN)  110 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 90 

Globe — 'The  Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  80 

Liberty — Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 95 

Orpheum — In  Name  Only  (RKO)  100 

Saenger — The  Star  Maker  (Para)  125 


State — Lad.v  of  the  -rropics  (M-G-M)  150 

Tudor— White  Zombies  (Halperin)  100 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Goodbye,  Mr,  Chips  (M-G-M),  16th  wk., 


Capitol — AA'izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk. ; 

(Garland,  Rooney  on  stage  150 

Criterion— These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) 140 

Globe — Angels  AA'ash  Their  Faces  (FN) 145 

Paramount — JStar  Maker  (Para),  plus  stage 

show 190 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Fifth  Avenue  Girl 

(RKO).  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show 140 

Rivoli — AA’hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ);  final 

5 days  of  3rd  wk 70 

Roxy — Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes  (20th- 

Fox);  plus  stage  show  95 

Strand — The  Old  Maid  (FN),  4th  wk.  plus 
stage  show,  held  150 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — The  Star  Maker  (Para) 100 

Liberty — Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M);  Panama 

Lady  (RKO),  4 days  130 

Liberty — Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (WB); 

Bad  Lands  (RKO),  3 days  100 

Midwest — Stanley  and  Living'Jtone  (20th-Fox) . . 150 
Plaza — Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  moveover 

from  Midwest  110 

State — The  Man  They  Could  Not  Hang  (Col); 

Konga  (Col),  3 days  100 

State — Should  Husbands  AA’ork  (Rep);  She 

Married  a Cop  (Rep).  3 days  120 

Tower — The  AA'izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  move- 

over  from  Criterion  140 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — The  Old  Maid  (FN);  Way  Down 

South  (RKO)  175 

Omaha — -The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) ; 

Milllion  Dollar  Legs  (Para)  115 

Orpheum — Hotel  for  W’omen  (20th-Fox),  plus 
Count  Berni  Vici  stage  show  100 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — The.v  Shall  Have  Music  (UA) 105 

Boyd— The  Old  Maid  (FN) 170 

Earle — .Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes  (20th- 
P’ox).  plus  Gene  Krupa  and  Jack  Haley  on 

stage 125 

Fox — Golden  Boy  (Col)  110 

Karlton — The  Mizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  run.. 150 

Palace — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  3rd  run.... 105 

Stanley — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 90 

Stanton — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  end 
run  100 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — AVhen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  2nd  wk.  75 

Barry — Assassin  of  Youth  (Mono)  100 

Fulton — Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox),  Ambers- 

Armstrong  fight  picture,  2nd  wk 85 

Penn — The  AA’izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk....  80 
Senator — Air.  AA'ong  in  Chinatown  (Mono); 

News  Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox)  70 

Stanley — l.ady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M)  125 

AVarner — Five  Came  Back  (RKO);  Bridal 

Suite  (M-G-M)  140 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Four  Feathers  (UA);  Unexi>ected 

Father  (Univ),  2nd  wk 100 

Liberty — Stanley  and  Livingdone  (20th-Fox); 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB).  2nd  wk.  .100 
Mayfair — Beau  Geste  (Para);  News  Is  Made  at 

Night  (20th-Fox).  2nd  wk 120 

Orpheum — Trapped  in  the  SIq'  (Col);  Mr. 
AA’ong  in  Chinatown  (Mono),  plus  stage 
show  headed  by  Major  Bowes’  Swing  School 

revue  and  Jackie  Souders’  orchestra 110 

Paramount — Hotel  for  AA’omen  (20th-Fox); 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island  ( 20th-Fox) . . 100 
United  Artists — AA  izard  of  Oz  (M-G-M), 

3rd  wk 100 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — Island  of  Ix)st  Men  (Para);  Wyom- 
ing Outlaw  (Rep)  105 

Centre — Stanle.v  ami  Livingstone  (20th-Fox) . . .150 

Studio — Beau  Geste  (Para)  115 

Utah — Hell’s  Kitehen  (WB);  Grade  Allen 

Murder  Case  (Para)  110 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  They 

Asked  for  It  (Univ).  2nd  wk 90 

Fifth  Avenue — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) ; 

News  Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox) 90 

Liberty — Golden  Boy  (Col),  2nd  wk 125 

Metropolitan — ’I’hree  IValtzes  (Foreign)  90 

Muse  Box--rour  Feathers  (UA).  2nd  wk 100 

Orpheum — I Stole  a Million  (Univ);  Miracles 

for  Sale  (M-G-M)  90 

Palomar — The  Old  Maid  (FN)  150 

Paramount — Beau  Geste  (Para);  Night  Work 

(Para)  100 

Uptown — Sacrifice  of  Honor  (Foreign) 80 
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Majors  Face  Setback 
By  Stymied  Shipping 

New  York — Shipment  of  films  to  Eu- 
rope and  Great  Britain  has  been  slowed 
up  a week  to  14  days  whereas  normal 
delivery  would  consume  four  and  a half 
days  on  the  regular  passenger  liners. 

Foreign  managers  have  readjusted  dis- 
tribution channels  to  meet  the  upheaval 
caused  by  the  Second  World  War  and 
little  difficulty  is  expected  on  that  score 
once  theatres  begin  operating  regularly. 

Where  shipment  has  been  retarded  is 
here  in  New  York,  according  to  William 
Massce,  head  of  the  Massce  Co.,  which 
exports  films  for  all  the  majors  except 
20th-Fox. 

He  points  out  that  customs  house  clear- 
ances must  be  obtained  first  before  the 
steamship  companies  will  issue  permits  to 
ship  prints.  Heretofore,  Massce  says,  a 
company  on  a rush  order  could  ship  the 
film  at  once  and  then  obtain  the  clear- 
ance papers  later  at  customs. 

Another  factor  which  will  hold  up  the 
delivery  of  prints,  he  believes,  is  the  ap- 
plication of  strict  censorship  imposed  by 
military  conditions. 

He  also  feels  it  is  too  early  to  tell  what 
will  happen  since  only  three  per  cent  of 
the  present  volume  of  prints  was  shipped 
to  the  Allied  countries  during  the  First 
World  War. 


Into  All  Countries  Where 
Shipping  Fairly  Normal 

New  York — Spokesmen  for  Warner  and 
RKO  say  their  foreign  business  is  going  on 
with  those  countries  where  shipping  facili- 
ties are  fairly  normal  as  though  there  were 
no  war.  Specifically,  this  eliminates 
France,  Switzerland,  Poland,  Yugoslavia 
and  Rumania. 

Both  companies  admit  freight  charges 
have  gone  up,  but  this  appears  not  to  have 
brought  any  alarm.  While  insurance  rates 
are  also  known  to  have  taken  a sharp  rise, 
it  is  said  film  shipments  are  not  usually 
insured  unless  a request  is  made  by  the 
consignee.  In  many  instances,  lavenders 
are  sent  in  preference  to  prints. 

Warner  has  not  been  informed  by  Sam 
Sax,  head  of  British  production,  whether 
their  Teddington  studios  have  been  closed 
“definitely,”  a foreign  sales  executive  de- 
clares. Meanwhile,  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  deliver  as  many  pictures  as  pos- 
sible to  nations  where  neutral  ships  makes 
stops  “so  that  if  the  war  situation  changes 
overnight  we  want  our  product  there,” 
this  source  added. 


No  Interruption  Yet  in 
Republic  British  Cash 

New  York — Weekly  remittances  from 
Engiand  are  not  being  interrupted,  Morris 
Goodman,  in  charge  of  Republic’s  foreign 
affairs,  states.  During  the  past  two  weeks 
regular  remittances  have  come  through 
and  shipments  are  being  made  on  both 
neutral  and  American  steamers. 

Lou  Calker,  an  Englishman  in  charge  of 


"It's  Gone  to  Pot" 


New  York — Probably  the  most  disil- 
lusioned person  in  the  city  these  days  is 
Nick  Hyams,  who,  with  his  two  brothers, 
operates  a number  of  variety  houses  in 
London. 

Hyams  has  been  here  for  the  past  seven 
weeks  seeking  the  services  of  Hollywood 
personalities  who  are  popular  in  London 
for  an  elaborate  charity  affair  scheduled 
for  the  Gaumont  State  in  Kilburn,  Octo- 
ber 18.  The  show  was  to  be  a roundup  of 
outstanding  English  and  American  taient 
as  an  expression  of  goodwill  between  the 
two  countries,  as  it  dovetailed  with  the 
charity  angle,  and  was  to  be  known  as  the 
Royal  Cine  Variety  Performance.  King 
George  and  the  royal  family  were  to  be 
honor  guests. 

Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone  and  the 
balance  of  the  Hardy  family  series;  Judy 
Garland,  Joe  E.  Brown,  Allan  Jones, 
Charles  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester,  Anna 
Neagle,  Laurel  and  Hardy  and  Eddie  Can- 
tor are  but  a few  of  the  stars  from  whom 
Hyams  says  he  had  “promises.” 

Asked  what  the  present  status  of  the 
affair  was,  Hyams  gurgled:  “It’s  gone  to 
pot.” 


Continental  sales,  has  been  drafted  in  the 
mobilization  of  home  defense  in  Engiand 
but  is  continuing  on  the  job,  Goodman  re- 
ports. Money  from  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  has  slowed  down  considerably,  he 
adds. 

“I  expect  things  will  be  normal  in  a few 
days  in  England,”  Goodman  states. 


Normal  Foreign  Shipments 
Continued  by  Metro 

New  York- — Normal  shipments  were  be- 
ing continued  by  M-G-M  during  the  week 
with  at  least  one  new  picture  out  of  Holly- 
wood going  abroad  on  the  American 
Trader.  Instead  of  using  fast  boats,  the 
company  is  making  use  of  whatever 
steamships  are  available. 

“Everything  is  in  status  quo,”  an  ex- 
ecutive stated,  “and  we  are  looking  for- 
ward to  reopening  of  the  West  End  houses 
in  London  soon.” 


Purchases  of  War  Foods 
Blamed  for  Gross  Dip 

Minneapolis — Another  angle  of  the  war 
is  blamed  for  a further  drop  in  grosses 
here  and  throughout  the  territory  in  the 
past  ten  days.  Earlier,  patrons  preferred 
to  remain  close  to  the  radio  to  get  all  the 
latest  European  tidings. 

Now,  local  exhibitors  declare,  the  pub- 
lic, fearing  shortages  of,  and  rising  prices 
in,  commodities  such  as  sugar,  is  spending 
surplus  funds  on  these  items,  laying  in 
big  supplies.  This  necessitates  economiz- 
ing on  entertainment. 


Reports  French  Trade 
Is  Seriously  Bogged 

New  York— French  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition has  been  seriously  hurt  because  of 
the  war  and  business  is  bad  in  France, 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  in  charge  of  Uni- 
versal foreign  activities,  reports.  In  Aus- 
tralia, he  continues,  a two  per  cent  emer- 
gency tax  has  been  levied,  the  first  of 
its  kind. 

Seidelman  sees  no  falling  off  of  theatre 
business  in  English  provinces  where  a 10 
o’clock  closing  hour  has  been  put  into  ef- 
fect. He  says  this  is  balanced  by  the  fact 
that  theatres  open  an  hour  earlier. 

About  65  per  cent  of  British  theatres  re- 
opened over  the  weekend  after  seven  days’ 
closing,  he  adds,  and  shipments  are  being 
made  on  American  liners  to  all  countries 
where  possible.  There  has  been  no  im- 
pounding of  funds,  as  yet,  he  declares. 

Attending  a special  luncheon  for  Cliff 
Work,  production  head  for  Universal  at 
the  Rainbow  Room,  the  company’s  foreign 
head  stressed  the  fact  that  ali  rumors 
about  the  foreign  situation  should  be 
thoroughly  checked  before  being  printed. 

He  added  “things  are  not  as  bad  as  they 
might  seem  and  are  getting  better  day 
by  day.” 


Reports  French  Production 
At  Complete  Standstill 

New  York — Production  in  France  is  at 
a complete  standstill,  reports  Lansing  War- 
ren from  Paris  in  the  New  York  Times. 
“Since  the  general  mobilization  call  and 
the  exodus  of  citizens  from  the  Paris 
region  following  the  declaration  of  a state 
of  war  it  has  been  impossible  to  operate 
the  studios  and  there  is  no  prospect  of 
their  being  abie  to  resume  in  the  imme- 
diate future,”  he  says.  “Perhaps,  when  war 
conditions  become  more  settied,  producers 
may  be  able  to  pick  up  their  activities  on 
the  Riviera  or  elsewhere  in  France,  but  to 
do  so  it  is  obvious  that  the  industry  must 
be  entirely  reorganized.” 


Partial  Theatre  Reopening 
Under  Way  Now  in  Paris 

Paris — A limited  number  of  theatres  re- 
opened Thursday  with  a 10  p.  m.  closing 
deadline.  They  are  situated  in  locations 
which  permit  quick  dispersal  of  audiences 
into  nearby  air  raid  shelters. 

As  safety  measures  are  further  de- 
veloped, other  theatres  will  be  opened. 


Arthur  Loew  on  Coast 

Hollywood — Arthur  M.  Loew  is  back 
here  after  an  absence  of  a few  days.  The 
purpose  of  Loew’s  trip  primarily  is  to 
check  on  the  condition  of  Louis  Chatain, 
M-G-M’s  director  in  Prance,  who  is  at  the 
Santa  Monica  Hospitai.  Chatain  was  on 
his  way  out  to  the  coast  when  he  became 
ill  in  the  plane. 


More  on  War  Crisis,  Pages  4, 5, 6, 7- A,  8 
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Australia  Points  the  Way 

New  York — Back  from  a three-month  trip  to  Australia,  John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  Paramount’s  foreign  affairs,  tells  the  story  of  specially  con- 
structed “crying  rooms”  in  new  suburban  houses  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne. 

There  are  two  separate  “crying  rooms”  in  the  back  of  the  orchestra  in  the  new 
houses  where  mothers  may  bring  infants  and  see  the  shows  through  a glass  window 
without  disturbing  other  patrons.  Each  room  seats  from  20  to  25. 

Aside  from  the  convenience  these  rooms  afford  mothers  attending  theatres 
with  infants,  Hicks  says  they  have  become  increasingly  popular  because  distributors 
are  given  one  room  to  do  their  crying  and  exhibitors  the  other,  particularly  when 
new  season’s  buying  gets  under  way. 


McConville  and  Robert  to 
Havana  for  Convention 

New  York — Joseph  A.  McConville,  Co- 
lumbia’s foreign  chief,  and  Charles  Rob- 
ert, home  office  supervisor  for  Latin- 
America,  arrive  in  Havana  Tuesday  on  the 
Oriente  for  Columbia’s  three-day  Central 
American  conclave  at  the  Savilla-Bilt- 
more  Hotel,  beginning  "Wednesday. 

Before  leaving,  McConville  said  Colum- 
bia would  carry  out  its  intention  of  hold- 
ing two  sales  meetings  in  Latin-America. 
The  second  takes  place  in  Buenos  Aires, 
October  30. 

Arnold  Picker,  assistant  to  McConville, 
and  Jack  Segal,  home  office  supervisor 
for  continental  Europe,  leave  here  by  plane 
Tuesday  to  attend  the  sales  sessions. 


Paramount's  Production 
In  England  Curtailed 

New  York — "With  the  completion  of 
“Live  and  Let  Live,”  Paramount  has  cur- 
tailed production  activities  in  England, 
according  to  John  "W.  Hicks  jr.,  in  charge 
of  the  company’s  foreign  activities.  No 
decision  has  been  made  whether  or  not 
the  picture  will  be  released  in  this  coun- 
try. 

Meanwhile,  all  shipments  to  and  from 
Europe  are  being  made  on  American  ves- 
sels. 

Reports  the  Odeon  deal  for  a group  of 
Paramount  British  theatres  had  been 
called  off  are  denied  by  Hicks  who  states 
terms  are  all  settled,  but  due  to  the  war 
situation,  consummation  has  been  de- 
layed. 


Griffis  and  Wife,  Goetz, 
Thorpe  on  Way  Home 

London — The  ever-growing  list  of 
Americans  hurrying  away  from  the  war 
zone  include  Stanton  Griffis  and  his  wife, 
the  former  "Whitney  Bourne;  Ben  Goetz 
and  Richard  Thorpe.  Griffis  is  the  chair- 
man of  Paramount’s  executive  committee. 
Goetz  has  been  in  charge  of  M-G-M  pro- 
duction in  London  while  Thorpe  was  to 
direct  “Busman’s  Honeymoon”  with  Rob- 
ert Montgomery  and  Maureen  O’Sullivan. 
They  are  aboard  the  Washington. 

June  Clyde  is  another  passenger. 


Hebert  Leaves  Selznick 

Hollywood — "William  Hebert  has  re- 
signed as  director  of  publicity  for  the 
Selznick-International  studios. 


Silverstone  Stresses  the 
Importance  of  Pictures 

New  York — In  a supplementary  state- 
ment to  his  earlier  comment  <see  page  5) 
on  the  possible  effects  of  the  European 
war  on  film  production,  Murray  Silver- 
stone.  in  charge  of  world-wide  operations 
for  UA,  declared  Friday  that  “motion  pic- 
tures are  as  vital  an  adjunct  to  everyday 
living  almost  as  important  as  the  basic 
necessities  of  food,  shelter  and  clothing.” 

“Tire  fact  is,”  he  continued,  “there  is 
nothing  in  our  present  civilization  that 
can  and  has  brought  people  together,  at 
least  temporarily,  more  effectively  than 
the  screen. 

“The  next  few  months  will  constitute 
a crucial  period  for  the  industry.  If  we 
recognize,  as  we  must  and  will,  that  we 
have  a tremendous  contribution  to  make, 
the  screen  will  maintain  the  high  vital 
character  it  has  been  developing  for  the 
past  three  decades.” 

Clearance  and  Priority 
Proposed  for  Canada 

Toronto — Following  a meeting  here  of 
the  Anti-Protection  League  of  Canada,  a 
proposal  has  been  made  for  a two-year 
clearance  and  priority  plan  for  the  Domin- 
ion. N.  A.  Taylor.  20th  Century  Thea- 
tres; Harry  Alexander,  Independent  Thea- 
tres Ass’n;  A.  J.  Mason,  president  of  the 
conciliation  board  of  Nova  Scotia,  and 
J.  A.  Scott  of  "Weston  are  the  committee 
to  negotiate  with  Famous  Players. 

Local  clearance  boards  established  in 
six  key  cities  from  coast  to  coast,  each 
board  to  be  made  up  of  two  independent 
exhibitors,  one  circuit  representative  and 
an  exchangeman  have  been  recommended 
by  the  league.  New  schedules  would  be 
drawn  up  and  an  appeal  board  set  up  to 
hear  disputes  referred  to  it  by  regional 
boards. 


British  Bankers  Get 
It  First  Hand 

New  York — With  the  London  stock 
and  other  exchanges  now  operating 
from  the  Denham  and  Pinewood 
studios,  a home  office  foreign  executive 
remarks  that  "the  English  bankers 
finally  are  in  the  picture  business." 

In  other  words,  the  executive  stated, 
British  bankers  are  now  beginning  to 
learn  what  the  picture  business  is  all 
about  first  hand. 


Brilain  May  Reopen 
Big  City  Theatres 

London — The  British  government  now 
is  seriously  pondering  the  reopening  of 
theatres  in  large  cities  in  its  desire  to 
lighten  war  restrictions  as  far  as  it  is 
deemed  safe  to  do  so.  The  British  public 
is  becoming  increasingly  irked  over  war- 
time prohibitions. 

Meanwhile,  current  cautions  under 
which  those  theatres  now  functioning  must 
operate  include  slides  which  read: 

1 —  You  are  safer  here  than  in  the 
street. 

2 —  In  the  event  of  an  air  raid,  the  chief 
constable  requests  all  patrons  to  remain 
in  the  theatre. 

3 —  In  the  event  of  emergency,  you  will 
be  notified  from  the  stage,  but  the  show 
will  go  on. 

4 —  Patrons  should  carry  gas  masks. 

Warner  Meet  Deals  With 
New  Product  Pacts 

New  York  — New  product  deals  were 
among  the  chief  topics  discussed  by  Joseph 
Bernhard,  home  office  executive  and  War- 
ner circuit  zone  managers  early  in  the 
week.  Among  those  attending  from  the 
home  office  were  Clayton  Bond,  Ed  Hin- 
chey,  Leonard  Schlesinger,  Harry  Gold- 
berg, Willard  C.  Patterson,  Frank  Phelps, 
Nat  Fellman,  Abel  "Vingard,  W.  Stewart 
McDonald,  Harry  Rosenquest,  Louis  Kauf- 
man, Herman  Maier  and  Frank  Cahill. 

From  the  field  were  James  Coston,  Chi- 
cago; Nat  Wolff,  Cleveland:  I.  J.  Hoffman, 
New  Haven;  Don  Jacocks,  Newark;  Moe 
Silver,  Albany;  Ted  Schlanger,  Philadel- 
phia; Harry  Kalmine,  Pittsburgh;  John  J. 
Payette,  Washington,  and  Herb  Copelan, 
Atlantic  City. 

UA  Release  Into  Roxy 
Following  'Rains  Came' 

New  York— Irving  Lesser  has  booked 
“Eternally  Yours”  into  the  Roxy  to  follow 
“The  Rains  Came,”  which  is  chalking  up 
a record  business.  The  first  picture  named 
is  a Walter  Wanger  production  and  is  the 
first  UA  release  to  play  the  house  in  more 
than  five  years. 

It  is  understood  negotiations  are  on  for 
a number  of  other  UA  releases  which  will 
not  play  the  Music  Hall,  indicating  that 
UA  will  seek  to  split  its  first  run  avail- 
abilities between  the  two  largest  theatres 
in  the  country  and  within  a block  of  each 
other  on  50th  Street. 

Fort  Covington  Exhibitor 
Quickly  Feels  War  Pinch 

Albany — Bill  Clark,  Fort  Covington  ex- 
hibitor, is  one  of  the  first  reporting  ad- 
verse effect  of  the  war  because  of  loca- 
tion near  the  Canadian  border.  He  has 
cut  off  one  night  from  his  operating 
schedule,  exchangemen  say.  Depreciation 
of  Canadian  currency  is  a factor,  Clark’s 
theatre  drawing  patronage  from  the  Do- 
minion. 
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Drive  Commemorating  Jubilee 
Under  Way  on  Many  Fronts 


He's  on  Complete 
War  Basis 

New  York — Perseverance  seems  to  be 
an  essence  oi  life  and  this  adage  is 
true  in  the  case  of  Louis  Foldes,  Cen- 
tral European  supervisor  for  Universal 
with  headquarters  in  Paris.  Early  in 
the  week,  Foldes  cabled  Joseph  H.  Sei- 
delman,  in  charge  of  foreign  operations 
for  the  company,  that  he  had  been 
drafted  by  the  Hungarian  army.  A few 
days  later  Seidelman  received  another 
cable  from  Foldes  who  said,  "Am  in 
uniform  and  in  contact  with  all  the 
offices." 

Shifts  in  Ihe  New  York 
Theatre  Map  Impend 

By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — With  the  advent  of  the  new 
selling  season,  important  changes  in  the 
local  exhibition  setup  are  in  the  wind 
which  bid  fair  to  cause  revisions  in  sev- 
eral sectors. 

A number  of  pooling  and  booking  deals 
either  have  been  terminated  or  are  about 
to  be  washed  up,  with  other  arrangements 
having  been  made  or  in  view  which  will 
have  a considerable  bearing  on  the  pat- 
tern of  new  selling. 

Jack  Hattem  now  is  booking  the  three 
Pear  Brothers  houses  in  Brooklyn  which 
have  been  handled  by  the  Brandt  office 
until  recently.  Irving  Renner  of  Nelson  & 
Renner  was  reported  in  a deal  for  the 
three  units,  which  apparently  fell  through. 
Hattem  is  booker  and  buyer  for  Interboro 
circuit  in  Brooklyn. 

Morris  Kutisker  and  Murray  Schoen 
have  turned  over  the  Community,  Queens 
Village,  L.  I.,  to  the  Century  circuit,  which 
has  been  booking  the  house  for  a num- 
ber of  seasons.  The  two  partners,  how- 
ever, continue  to  operate  the  Gem  and 
Eagle,  Brooklyn. 

Bernard  Zimmetbaum  and  Joe  Katsch 
recently  withdrew  their  theatres  from  the 
Brandt  booking  combine  and  now  are  on 
their  own. 

An  important  deal  is  about  to  be  con- 
summated which  will  affect  the  operations 
of  three  other  independent  circuits.  This 
is  expected  to  be  ready  in  two  weeks. 


/.  R.  Wood  to  Helm  of 
Paramount  Pep  Club 

New  York — New  officers  of  the  Para- 
mount Pep  Club  are  J.  R.  Wood,  presi- 
dent; C.  Alexander,  vice-president;  Wil- 
liam Shelpark,  treasurer,  and  Natalie 
Bindler,  secretary.  Helen  K.  Manderville, 
Gladys  Bernstein,  Oscar  Morgan,  Lew 
Nathan  and  Carl  Clausen  are  the  addi- 
tions to  the  board  of  governors. 

The  National  Warner  Club,  Inc.,  will 
hold  its  annual  election  of  officers  and 
board  of  governors  at  the  home  office 
September  30.  Delegates  from  all  branches 
will  be  present. 


Application  to  Examine 
Bernard  Natan  Denied 

New  York — Supreme  court  justice  Sid- 
ney Bernstein  has  denied  an  application 
by  Harold  Auten  to  examine  Bernard  Na- 
tan, president;  Emil  Natan,  vice-president; 
Marcel  Heilman,  sales  representative,  and 
O.  Jacquemin,  chief  of  the  commercial 
service,  before  trial  in  connection  with  the 
suit  of  the  Societe  Pathe  Cinema  against 
him.  All  four  sought  to  be  examined  are 
former  officers  of  the  French  company. 

The  action  was  begun  by  its  trustees, 
Marcel  Coutant  and  Maurice  Mauger,  and 
seeks  $350,000  claiming  breach  of  contract 
whereby  the  defendant  refused  to  account 
for  monies  received  while  acting  as  Ameri- 
can distributor  for  Pathe. 

Auten  has  filed  a $17,500  counter  action, 
claiming  that  amount  is  due  him  and  rep- 
resents ten  per  cent  of  what  Pathe  paid 
for  RKO’s  1933-34  product  which  Auten 
asserts  he  secured  for  Pathe  to  handle  it  in 
France. 

Dr,  Hugo  Riesenfeld 
Dies  on  the  Coast 

Los  Angeles — Dr.  Hugo  Riesenfeld,  60, 
former  managing  director  of  the  Rivoli, 
Rialto  and  Criterion  in  New  York  from 
1917  to  1925,  is  dead.  For  the  past  few 
years  he  has  been  active  scoring  music  for 
major  and  independent  studios. 

Born  in  Vienna  and  educated  at  the 
Conservatory  of  Music  here,  he  came  to 
this  country  at  the  age  of  22.  He  was 
concert  master  at  the  Manhattan  Opera 
House,  New  York,  from  1907-11  and  later 
became  identified  with  the  Klaw  and  Er- 
langer  theatrical  interests. 

In  1927,  Riesenfeld  was  managing  di- 
rector of  the  Colony  on  Broadway  and 
from  1928-30  was  general  music  director 
for  the  UA  studios.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  the  former  Mabel  Gertrude  Dunn- 
ing. 

Alliance  to  Release  12 
Announced  Originally 

New  York — Alliance  Films  will  release 
12  films  as  originally  announced,  declares 
Budd  Rogers,  vice-president  and  general 
manager,  despite  the  conflict  in  Europe. 
He  states  the  company  will  not  curtail  its 
schedule  in  any  way,  but  proceed  with 
the  release  of  one  picture  a month. 


New  York — Distributors,  affiliated  cir- 
cuits, smaller  chains  and  exploitation 
staffs  are  training  fanfare  on  the  final 
stretch  that  will  usher  in  the  industry’s 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  observance.  Golden 
Jubilee  activity  has  been  reported  in  about 
225  circuits  and  individual  theatres,  with 
others  said  to  be  awaiting  the  period  im- 
mediately before  the  observance  week  of 
October  1 to  7 to  emphasize  campaigns. 

More  than  100  favorable  newspaper  edi- 
torials and  columns  have  been  noted  since 
the  anniversary  was  announced  August  15. 
Regarded  as  particularly  timely  is  the 
article  by  Will  H.  Hays  appearing  in  the 
September  23  issue  of  Liberty,  entitled 
‘‘Living  Pictures  Tomorrow,”  which  the 
magazine’s  editor  calls  an  ‘‘exciting,  au- 
thoritative look  ahead  at  the  wonder  of 
movie  magic  in  1950.” 

Hays  says,  in  part:  “Even  the  imagina- 
tion of  Thomas  A.  Edison  back  in  1889 
could  not  conjure  up  the  $2,000,000,000 
industry  that  would  develop  from  his 
kinetoscope.  With  that  invention  the  mo- 
tion picture  was  born. 

“So,  realizing  this,  my  predictions  about 
the  screen  of  tomorrow,  covering  a period, 
say,  of  ten  years  ahead — the  foreseeable 
future,  that  is — are  expectations  based  on 
experiments,  hopes,  and  aspirations  now 
believed  to  be  likely  of  fulfillment.  With 
this  understanding,  I should  like  to  make 
three  general  prophecies: 

“1 — The  mechanical  presentation  of 
dramatic  entertainment  on  the  screen  in 
motion  picture  theatres  is  here  to  stay  as 
an  essential  part  of  the  American  scene  . . . 

“2 — The  types  of  subject  and  theme 
treated  in  motion  pictures  will  depend  on 
audience  demand  and  acceptability  . . . 

“3 — The  motion  picture  will  survive  as 
an  entertainment  art  only  if  it  remains 
free.  It  cannot  exist  where  it  is  placed 
under  arbitrary  control  from  the  outside.” 

Another  article  that  is  expected  to  wield 
an  influence  in  favor  of  the  jubilee  is  that 
appearing  in  the  October  issue  of  Parents 
magazine,  in  which  three  pages  are  de- 
voted to  the  anniversary  stressing  the 
“amazing  growth  of  the  genii  which  sprang 
from  his  first  crude  motion  picture  ma- 
chine.” Half  of  the  text  is  devoted  to  an 
evaluation  of  “what  1939  has  contributed 
in  the  way  of  screen  advancement.” 


Western  Electric  Common  Dividend 

New  York — Western  Electric  has  de- 
clared a 75-cent  dividend  on  its  common 
stock,  payable  September  30. 


Reverse  Order  on  the  Billing 

New  York — Exhibitors  dealing  with  band  leaders  for  local  theatre  engagements 
are  finding  them  far  more  temperamental  than  actors  in  their  heyday. 

So  much  so,  according  to  a local  theatre  operator,  that  band  leaders  insist  on 
knowing  with  what  picture  they  will  play.  If  they  don’t  like  it,  the  exhibitor  is 
asked  to  change  the  booking. 

This  is  said  to  have  happened  at  a Broadway  circuit  house  where  a prominent 
film,  radio  and  stage  band  name  has  been  booked  to  open  next  week  at  $12,500, 
plus  overages.  The  leader  in  question  did  not  approve  of  the  picture.  It  was  changed. 
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Theatres  Must  Pitch 
In,  Too,  Says  ITOA 


New  York — Part  of  the  readjustment 
burden  through  which  the  industry  must 
pass  because  of  the  war  in  Europe  must 
be  borne  by  the  exhibitor,  members  of  the 
ITOA  are  told  in  an  editorial  appearing 
in  The  Independent,  the  association’s 
house  organ. 

“They  should  see  that  the  pictures  they 
play  are  properly  presented  and  exploited. 
They  should  book  carefully  and  make  the 
public  want  to  attend  the  theatre.  This  is 
everybody’s  job  and,  unless  revenue  is  al- 
ways coming  in  to  the  distributing  com- 
panies, production  must  spend  less  money 
and  eventually  gross  less,’’  the  editorial 
states.  It  further  declares: 

“War  in  Europe  is  horrorful,  even  for 
us  who  are  3,000  or  more  miles  away.  But 
face  realities  we  must,  and  the  picture  in- 
dustry must  do  its  best  to  keep  going — 
not  in  any  haphazard  manner,  but  ad- 
hering to  the  same  schedule  as  it  has  done 
in  more  normal  days. 

“Above  all,  picture  production  must  not 
fade  in  quality  or  quantity.  No  matter 
what  the  sacrifice,  Hollywood  production 
must  go  along  turning  out  pictures  that 
show  not  a decimal  point  lessening  in  its 
artistic  concept  or  physical  properties.  The 
war  in  Europe  will  decrease  film  revenue 
considerably.  This  loss  of  revenue  can  well 
evidence  itself  in  picture  production  by 
revealing  a lower  quality  which  eventually 
would  cause  domestic  attendance  to  de- 
crease. That  must  not  happen. 

“If  everybody  must  make  a sacrifice  and 
accept  a decrease  in  personal  income,  if 
certain  drastic  changes  in  Hollywood  rou- 
tine must  be  made — then  let  that  be  done. 
The  picture  industry  must  not  depreciate. 
If  the  public  can  know  that  this  industry 
is  sacrificing  itself  so  that  entertainment 
standards  are  being  maintained  in  the  face 
of  difficulties  that  are  none  of  its  doing, 
it  will  redound  more  to  our  credit  than 
any  other  one  thing. 

“The  heads  of  the  various  crafts  in 
Hollywood  and  the  various  producers 
should  closely  study  the  problem  and  con- 
fer on  what  steps  should  be  taken.  In 
this  crisis,  the  picture  industry  should  lead 
the  way.  Public  interest  is  important  at 
this  particular  moment,  and  motion  pic- 
tures are  in  that  realm.  Sacrifices  should 
be  made  in  line  of  duty. 

“The  producers  should  plan  joint  con- 
ferences to  beat  the  economic  emergencies 
rising  as  the  result  of  the  war.  And  they 
should  be  joined  by  the  various  crafts.” 

Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  sent  the 
essentials  of  the  comment  by  wire  to  the 
Screen  Writers’,  Screen  Actors’  and  Screen 
Directors’  Guilds.  He  received  a joint  reply 
which  follows: 

“In  connection  with  European  war  ef- 
fect on  the  film  industry.  Screen  Actors, 
Directors  and  Writers  Guilds  will  follow 
the  same  policy  which  they  consistently 
have  followed  in  the  past.  That  policy 
pledges  our  full  cooperation  to  any  action 
which  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  entire 
industry. 

“If  it  should  be  demonstrated  that  the 
personal  salaries  and  bonuses  of  pro- 


"Rains"  Pour  to  an 
$8L797  Deluge 

New  York  — "The  Rains  Came" 
rounded  out  its  first  week  at  the  Roxy 
with  a gross  of  slightly  over  $81,797 
which  is  $6,000  under  the  record-break- 
ing “Alexander's  Ragtime  Band"  at 
that  house. 

The  first  day's  observance  of  the 
Jewish  New  Year,  with  an  extra  show 
Thursday  night,  helped  move  the  film 
into  the  huge  gross  position. 


The  day-by-day  take  follows: 


September 

8 

$10,593 

September 

9 

16,850 

September 

10 

14,005 

September 

11  

9,350 

September 

12 

9,803 

September 

13 

..  9,739 

September 

14 

11,457 

Total 

$81,797 

ducers.  executives,  actors,  writers,  direc- 
tors, technicians  and  others  are  too  high, 
in  view'  of  war  period  revenues  of  the  in- 
dustry, the  three  Guilds  gladly  will  dis- 
cuss any  fair  adjustment  with  the  other 
groups  affected.  On  the  contrary,  should 
the  experience  of  the  war  period  bring  an 
increase  in  industry  revenues  and  an  in- 
crease in  living  costs,  we  would  expect  to 
meet  and  discuss  an  upward  adjustment 
in  personal  salaries. 

“Any  such  adjustment — downward  or 
upward — necessarily  would  have  to  be 
based  on  full  examination  by  the  guilds  of 
all  financial  data  and  other  information 
available  to  the  producing  and  disti-ibuting 
companies. 

“We  believe  that  your  assumption  that 
a European  war  will  decrease  American 
film  revenue  by  35  per  cent  is  totally  in- 
consistent with  past  experience.  On  the 
contrary,  we  believe  there  is  excellent  pros- 
pect of  increased  boxoffice  receipts  and 
other  revenues.  Actual  evidence  will  show 
which  is  to  be  the  revenue  trend. 

“Meanwhile  we  are  notifying  our  mem- 
bership— particularly  those  who  work  on  a 
free  lance  basis — that  they  should  not  ac- 
cept salary  reductions  on  the  representa- 
tion that  such  reductions  have  been  made 
necessary  by  war  time  conditions.  We 
further  have  asked  our  membership  to 
report  to  their  respective  guilds  any  at- 
tempt by  the  producing  companies  to  es- 
tablish lower  salary  levels  on  the  repre- 
sentation that  such  levels  are  war  time 
necessities.” 


New  York  Allied  Awaits 
Company  Sales  Policies 

New  York — Until  all  of  the  companies 
declare  themselves  on  new  selling  policies. 
Allied  of  New  York  will  not  hold  a state- 
wide meeting,  according  to  Max  A.  Cohen, 
president,  who  adds  there  is  no  reason  for 
a get-together  unless  there  is  something 
to  talk  about.  The  recent  Warner  policy 
announcement  was  mailed  to  each  m.em- 
ber  in  a special  bulletin.  So  far  nothing 
has  been  heard  from  any  other  major 
distributor. 


No  Anti-Trust  Letup, 
Arnold  Makes  Clear 

Atlantic  City  — Officially  confirming 
exclusive  publication  by  Boxoffice  that 
the  war  crisis  will  presage  no  relaxation 
in  anti-trust  enforcement  is  the  address 
made  Wednesday  before  the  37th  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Petroleum  Ass’n 
by  Thurman  Arnold,  assistant  attorney 
general  in  charge  of  anti-trust  law  en- 
forcement. 

Expansion,  rather  than  contraction,  of 
the  government’s  trust-busting  activities 
will  be  the  order  of  the  day,  he  made 
clear  in  describing  the  problem  as  one  of 
“preventing  the  other  fellow’s  war  from 
distorting  our  economy.”  He  envisions  the 
department  of  justice  moving  into  “front 
line  trenches”  in  that  struggle. 

Arnold  declared  the  anti-trust  division 
is  pledged  to  the  freedom  of  independent 
enterprise  through  competitive  control  as 
against  regulation  through  positive  ad- 
ministration control. 

“We  picture  ourselves  in  the  role  of  a 
traffic  officer  freeing  the  movement  of 
goods  in  commerce,  rather  than  a crusader 
devoted  to  destroying  bigness  for  the  sake 
of  trust  busting,”  he  stated.  “Indeed  we 
do  not  wish  to  destroy  combinations  which 
pass  on  savings  to  consumers  through  eco- 
nomical marketing  methods  or  the  effi- 
ciency of  mass  production.  It  is  not  size 
itself,  but  the  creation  of  bottle  necks  and 
toll  bridges  in  the  distribution  of  a prod- 
uct which  is  unreasonable  under  the  law.” 


Rumor  Justice  Department 
May  Close  N.  Y.  Office 

Washington — Report  is  current  here 
that  Thurman  Arnold  is  contemplating 
closing  the  New  York  office  of  the  de- 
partment of  justice  and  transferring  all 
men  to  other  posts  in  other  cities. 

It  is  believed  that,  should  the  closing  of 
the  office  become  a fact,  actions  such  as 
the  all-industry  suit  wiU  be  handled 
through  John  T.  Cahill,  U.  S.  attorney  for 
the  southern  district  of  New  York. 


MPTOA  Passes  Meeting: 
Directors  Huddle  Instead 

Columbus,  Miss. — Back  from  New  York, 
Ed  Kuykendall  declares  the  MPTOA  this 
year  will  pass  up  its  convention,  which 
had  been  tentatively  penciled  in  for  San 
Francisco,  and  will  hold  a two  directors’ 
meeting  instead.  October  23  probably  will 
be  the  date  and  the  place,  the  Green- 
brier Hotel  at  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
W.  Va. 


Blank,  Branton  Due  Here 
For  Talk  With  O'Connor 

New  York — A.  H.  Blank  and  G.  Ralph 
Branton  of  Tri-States  and  Central  States 
circuits  are  due  here  from  Des  Moines 
September  18  to  discuss  with  John  J. 
O’Connor,  head  of  RKO  theatres  opera- 
tions, various  aspects  of  their  joint  inter- 
ests. 
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Knox  Slill  Hunting 
For  Big  Suit  Judge 


Arrest  Three  Charged 
With  Bond  Theft 


New  York — Senior  Federal  Judge  John 
C.  Knox  continues  determined  to  select  a 
judge  from  the  southern  district  to  hear 
the  all-industry  suit,  it  is  learned.  The 
indication  from  reliable  sources  is  that 
Judge  Knox  again  is  combing  the  list 
of  availabilities  with  the  idea  of  determin- 
ing selection  by  October  2. 

Prom  the  same  sources,  Judge  Knox  is 
understood  inclined  to  grant  the  “Big 
Stick’s”  request  for  a preference,  but  can 
do  nothing  about  it  until  he  can  definite- 
ly find  a judge  who  will  be  prepared  to 
set  aside  at  least  a year  for  the  case. 

Despite  this,  major  counsel  insist  it  is 
impossible  to  start  the  case  on  November 
1 because  of  the  plethora  of  detailed  work 
yet  to  be  worked  out.  Material  from  the 
field  continues  to  stream  into  home  offices 
daily,  it  is  said,  and  each  situation  is  being 
thoroughly  checked.  The  reason  for  this 
is  that  the  “Big  Stick”  so  far  has  kept  dis- 
tributors in  the  dark  as  to  the  specific 
locations  from  which  the  evidence  will  be 
concentrated.  In  order  to  circumvent  any 
surprises,  all  angles  and  situations  are  be- 
ing investigated. 

Affidavits  by  all  major  companies  ex- 
cept United  Artists,  have  been  filed  in 
federal  court,  requesting  Knox  not  to 
grant  the  requested  preference  date  of 
November  1 to  the  government  for  the 
start  of  the  all-industry  suit  until  some 
disposition  is  made  regarding  the  68  in- 
terrogatories submitted  by  the  government. 

Admits  Date  Extended 

John  F.  Caskey,  of  Dwight,  Koegel, 
Harris  and  Caskey,  filed  the  requests  for 
aU  but  Columbia.  He  admitted  October  7 
had  been  set  as  the  extended  date  for  an 
answer,  but  also  said  so  much  material 
had  been  requested  that  to  prepare  it  in 
statistical  form  would  mean  delving  into 
the  records  of  production,  distribution,  and 
exhibition  in  every  city  and  town  in  the 
United  States  and  would  require  from  six 
months  to  a year’s  work. 

Columbia’s  answer  was  more  powerfully 
worded.  It  demanded  the  preference  be 
denied  and  declared  many  of  the  issues  in- 
volved were  immaterial.  Any  attempt  at 
answering,  declared  Columbia,  would 
necessitate  engaging  a staff  of  accountants 
to  examine  and  break  down  all  of  its 
corporate  records.  All  this  will  require  ex- 
tended preparation  and  will  interfere  with 
orderly  preparation  for  trial,  the  com- 
pany asserts. 

Columbia  then  makes  the  blunt  state- 
ment that  to  answer  all  the  questions  will 
take  at  least  a year  and  concludes  by 
pointing  out  that  answering  one  question 
alone  would  mean  going  through  450  films 
in  27,000  theatres  and  covering  12,000,000 
separate  situations. 

UA,  through  Benjamin  Pepper,  has  filed 
objections  in  the  federal  court  to  the 
granting  of  any  preference  date  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  start  of  the  all-industry 
suit  until  the  disposal  is  made  of  the  68 
interrogatories. 

UA  stated  in  its  petition  that  to  avoid 
duplication  the  objections  filed  by  the  bal- 
ance of  the  majors  could  hold  for  it,  also. 


War  Has  Nothing 
To  Do  With  It 

New  York — Exhibitors  are  becoming 
double  talk-minded  these  days,  what 
with  the  war  and  selling  problems  con- 
fronting them  every  day. 

Max  Cohen,  head  of  Allied  of  New 
York  and  Cinema  circuit  of  20  local 
theatres,  was  asked  to  what  he  at- 
tributes bad  business. 

His  terse,  and  very  succinct,  reply 
was: 

"Bad  business." 


Summer  One  of  Best  in 
Miami,  States  Meyers 

New  York — This  summer  has' been  one 
of  the  best  in  Miami  in  many  years,  states 
Sidney  Meyers,  partner  with  Mitchell 
Wolfson  in  Wometco  circuit,  operating 
about  a dozen  houses  in  Miami  and  Miami 
Beach.  The  circuit  has  acquired  no  new 
units  recently  and  plans  no  expansion,  he 
says.  Having  concluded  a three-week 
vacation  with  his  family  at  Poland  Springs, 
Me.,  Meyers  has  been  contacting  various 
home  offices  for  the  past  week.  He  heads 
back  for  the  south  Tuesday. 

Wolfson,  according  to  his  partner,  re- 
cently was  elected  senator  for  Dade 
County. 

Counter  Arguments  Ready 
In  B6tK  Contempt  Case 

Chicago — Attorneys  for  B&K  will  be 
ready  Monday  to  refute  the  “Big  Stick’s” 
allegations  the  circuit  violated  the  consent 
decree  of  1932.  Hearings  were  held  during 
the  week  of  September  5 before  Special 
Master  Eldredge  who  will  present  his  find- 
ings to  the  court.  The  “Big  Stick”  rested 
its  case  September  8 and  now  it  is  up  to 
the  moving  defendants  to  present  counter 
arguments. 


Schroon  Lake  House  Shuts 

Albany — The  Paramount,  Schroon  Lake, 
has  closed.  It  is  a summer  operation. 


Wilmington,  Del. — Officials  of  the  court 
of  chancery  here  have  been  advised  by  the 
federal  bureau  of  investigation  in  New 
York  of  the  arrest  of  three  men  in  con- 
nection with  the  theft  of  20  $1,000  Gen- 
eral 'Theatre  Equipment  six  per  cent  gold 
debenture  bonds  from  the  files  of  the  court 
here  back  in  1935.  'The  men  were  taken 
into  custody  by  FBI  agents  last  week. 

FBI  agents  disclosed  that  the  bonds 
were  recovered  about  five  months  after 
the  theft.  They  were  sold  through  a New 
York  brokerage  house,  the  brokerage 
house’s  insurance  company  having  to  bear 
the  loss. 

The  $20,000  in  bonds  were  missed  by 
chancery  officials  about  Thanksgiving, 
1935,  after  a man,  representing  himself 
as  a member  of  the  Sabbath  Congres- 
sional committee,  which  was  investigat- 
ing various  receiverships  in  the  country, 
had  spent  considerable  time  examining 
papers  in  the  case.  A short  time  later 
persons  examining  the  files  discovered 
the  bonds  gone. 

The  three  men  accused  with  participa- 
tion in  this  and  other  bond  thefts  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country  are:  Peter  Burns, 
44,  of  New  York,  said  by  FBI  agents  to 
control  the  Bond  and  Share  List  Co.  of 
New  York,  under  $4,000  bail;  George  Turn- 
ley,  49,  New  York  attorney,  $3,500  bail, 
and  Chester  G.  Bollenbach  of  Bloomfield, 
N.  J.,  who  acted  as  clerk  and  lawyer  for 
bondholders  in  recent  litigations,  $2,500 
bail. 

C.  E.  Foxworth,  FBI  agent  in  the  New 
York  district,  said  that  the  G'TE  case  has 
been  under  investigation  for  four  years 
after  the  stolen  bonds  had  been  sold  by 
an  individual  named  T.  R.  Johnson. 

GTE,  which  had  been  in  receivership, 
has  been  reorganized. 


Handles  Republic  in  Mexico 

New  York — Luis  Lezama  has  closed  with 
Morris  Goodman,  head  of  Republic’s  for- 
eign department,  to  handle  the  company’s 
output  in  Mexico  beginning  next  month. 


Sees  What  He  Later  Plays — 

John  Nolan,  general  manager  of  the  Comerford  circuit,  on  the  right,  visits 
Victor  McLaglen  on  the  “Rio”  set  at  Universal.  That  gives  Nolan  an  ad- 
vance on  his  paying  public. 
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LEONARD  GOLDENSON  is  with  Leon 

Netter  on  that  two-week  airplane 
swing  around  the  country  to  Paramount’s 
theatre  partners  . . . E.  Paul  Phillips  made 
a quickie  as  far  as  Buffalo  to  see  Vincent 
McFaul  . . . Matty  Polon  of  RKO  is  tak- 
ing up  heavy  housekeeping  in  Washington 
Heights  . . . Irving  Windisch,  in  report- 
ing the  fact  that  Ann  Sheridan  is  making 
a personal  appearance  on  the  Strand  stage, 
October  6,  enthuses  to  the  point  of  mur- 
muring something  about  an  order  for  as- 
bestos curtains  . . . Fred  Jack,  Warner 
southern  district  manager,  and  Doak 
Roberts,  Dallas  branch  manager,  have  re- 
turned to  home  ground  after  home  office 
meetings  with  Grad  Sears,  Carl  Leserman 
and  Ben  Kalmenson  . . . Ditto  Hugh  Owen. 
UA’s  Dallas  manager,  after  a week  here, 
mostly  with  Harry  Gold  . . . Rouben  Ma- 
moulian  is  here  from  the  coast  for  a short 
vacation  after  directing  ‘Golden  Boy”  . . 

A1  Margolies,  UA  publicity  manager,  has 
evacuated  his  family  from  Fire  Island. 
He’s  gone  back  west  . . . West  11th  Street. 

Doris  Baum,  formerly  Harry  Mosley’s 
secretary  at  RKO  and  now  Mrs.  Harry 
Berlin,  poured  for  some  of  her  office  girl 
friends  Saturday.  The  group  included 
Norma  Davis,  Ruth  Lowenthal,  Tamara 
Marder,  Marie  McCarthy,  Enid  Dumbabin, 
Eurega  David,  Gertrude  Scheedel  and  Riba 
Goldfield  . . . Boris  Morros  is  in  town 
with  a print  of  his  first  effort  for  RKO  re- 
lease, “The  Flying  Deuces’’  . . . Morris 
Helprin  says  Lindy  is  now  serving  herrings 
with  dotted  lines,  so  the  boys  know  where 
to  tear  ’em  . . . Gary  Cooper  was  in  the 
Thursday  premiere  audience  of  “The  Real 
Glory”  at  the  Rivoli,  having  interrupted  a 
holiday  at  Southampton  for  his  first 
glUnpse  at  the  completed  film  . . . Carroll 
Young,  story  editor  for  Sol  Lesser,  is  in 
from  the  coast  for  conferences  with  the 
producer  on  backgrounds  for  “Our  Town.” 
Cameraman  Paul  Eagler  is  with  him  . . . 
Other  out-of-towners  to  the  RKO  exhibi- 
tor’s lounge  included  L.  O.  Lee,  Minne- 
apolis, and  William  S.  Wilder,  Sidney  L. 
Bowden  and  Arthur  R.  Harrison  of  Nor- 
folk. 

Eddie’s  Clam  House,  just  below  Madison 
Square  Garden,  is  becoming  a popular 
spot  for  the  younger  element  among  the 
film  crowd.  Observed  tearing  a lobster 
<for  a change)  were  Manny  Reiner,  Hal- 
sey Raines,  George  Sharf  and  Charlie 
Cohen  . . . RKO  Bathe’s  vice-president, 
Fred  Ullman  jr.,  spent  the  week  in  Chi- 
cago and  Kansas  City  on  a business  jaunt 
. . . Universal’s  A.  J.  Herman  visited  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  closing 
the  Thalheimer  circuit  deal  . . . Radie 
Harris  snared  Bette  Davis  on  her  Mutual 
network  program  for  the  Warner  star’s 
only  local  air  appearance  . . . Bobby  Mal- 
vin  is  Mel  Heyman’s  new  secretary  at 
M-G-M,  replacing  Betty  Fields  who  has 
moved  up  to  Herb  Morgan’s  office. 

Monsieur  Jean  Lenauer  ushered  in  the 
fall  season  with  a swanky  opening  for 
“The  End  of  the  Day”  at  the  Filmarte. 
Formal  clothes  were  the  thing  as  a num- 
ber of  celebrities  responded  to  Publicist 
Lillian  Nadel’s  call  on  behalf  of  the  Actors’ 


Fund.  Gertrude  Lawrence,  Richard  Ald- 
ridge, Aline  McMahon,  Victor  Francen, 
Julius  S.  Bache,  Sylvia  Sidney,  Daniel 
Fuchs,  Walter  Hart  and  Arthur  Garfield 
Hays  were  among  the  audience.  E.  I.  Lo- 
pert,  distributor  of  the  film,  was  there 
serious  of  mein.  Looking  as  lovely  as  a 
screen  star  was  the  wife  of  the  Filmarte 
proprietor,  Lora  Hays  Lenauer.  Afterwards 
the  distribution  and  exhibition  forces  com- 
bined to  throw  a party  at  the  Russian  Tea 
Room. 

Baseball  fan  Joe  E.  Brown  is  coming  east 
for  the  World  Series.  It  so  happens  the 
premiere  of  ‘‘$1,000  a Touchdown”  will  be 
held  about  the  same  time,  so  Brown  ex- 
pects to  be  present  . . . Ashley  Abel, 
George  Stoetzel,  James  Delevan  and  Wal- 
ter Lang  have  been  assigned  to  March  of 
Time’s  technical  staff  to  work  on  ‘‘The 
Ramparts  We  Watch”  . . . Jack  Benny  left 
for  Chicago  the  end  of  the  week  to  attend 
the  American  Legion  convention  now  go- 
ing on  there  . . . Errol  Flynn  is  back  in 
town,  stopping  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  . . . 
Arnold  Picker  still  buys  gifts  for  his  wife. 
Boxoffice’s  roving  correspondent  caught 
him  emerging  from  Nat  Lewis’  with  an 
attractively  wrapped  box  intended  to  sur- 
prise the  missus  . . . Spotted  over  a Lindy 
menu  the  other  day:  Marvin  Schenck  and 
Gene  Picker,  Leonard  Gaynor,  Sam  Rinz- 
ler,  Nat  Cohn,  Irv  Wormser,  Arthur  and 
Manny  Silverstone,  and  Lou  Weinberg  . . . 
Phil  Reisman,  Sam  E.  Morris,  Arturo 
Lapeles,  Warner’s  Brazilian  manager,  and 
Mel  Shauer  dock  on  the  Brazil  today. 

Happy  New  Year  'Tidings:  After  nine 
weeks  in  bed,  the  mother  of  the  Mosko- 
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Conducts  Shuttle  Service — 

Orson  Welles,  RKO’s  one-man  pro- 
ducing show,  hits  the  town  for  an 
hour’s  radio  broadcast.  Forty-eight 
hours  later,  beard  and  all,  he  flew 
west  to  resume  work  on  “Heart  of 
Darkness.”  There’ll  be  more  of  this 
shuttling  on  Welles’  part  during  the 
next  four  weeks. 


Witz  family  ironed  out  the  kinks  of  her 
illness  on  the  eve  of  Rosh  Hashona  to  re- 
sume as  hostess  of  the  house,  a cheery  note 
indeed  . . . Pete  Lewis’  baby  is  a month 
old  and  that  gives  him  reason  for  a double 
celebration  . . . Whenever  J.  S.  MacLeod, 
in  charge  of  exchange  operations  for 
M-G-M,  misses  a lunch,  he  invariably 
puts  into  a special  tin  box  the  money  he 
would  have  spent  and,  at  the  end  of  each 
month,  contributes  the  sum  to  a charit- 
able cause  . . . Louis  Nizer  and  his  bride 
return  Monday  on  the  Brazil  from  a South 
American  honeymoon. 

Potpourri:  It  looked  like  a raid  on  War- 
ners the  other  morning  when  Neil  F.  Ag- 
new,  J.  J.  Unger,  Milt  Kusell,  Earle  Swei- 
gert  and  Herman  Lorber  entered  the  home 
office  elevator  at  the  same  time  . . . Ann 
Rosenthal,  who  is  a lawyer  well  known  in 
the  industry,  has  finally  convinced  her 
father  about  the  Hollywood  climate.  As  a 
result  the  family  has  packed  up,  lock, 
stock  and  barrel,  to  make  a home  there. 
Ruth  Seidman,  who  formerly  was  in 
charge  of  the  print  department  for  Grand 
National,  went  along  . . . Max  A.  Cohen 
says  if  he  was  finished  with  his  buying  he 
would  take  the  missus  in  a car  and  head 
for  parts  unknown  and  a long  vacation. 

Sidewalk  Chatter:  Spyros  Skouras 
waiting  in  front  of  the  Paramount  Build- 
ing for  Adam  Adams,  who  comes  down  and 
both  ride  off  in  a car.  But  before  Adams  is 
met,  Skouras  buttonholes  a reporter  and 
reverses  the  tables  by  asking  how  things 
are.  And  he  gets  a word  picture  of  how 
things  are  . . . Billy  Brandt  attributes 
those  headaches  these  days  to  the  trials 
and  tribulations  of  booking  vaudeville  and 
band  names  over  his  circuit  . . . Bill  Fitel- 
son,  Dave  Blum  and  Gil  Golden  are  still 
taking  advantage  of  their  summer  places 
in  New  Jersey.  Fitelson  is  in  Four  Ridges, 
Blum  at  Naughright  and  Golden  at  Dover. 

Conversation  Piece:  John  Benas,  film 
buyer  for  the  Skouras  circuit,  says  he  has 
just  finished  buying  1940-41  product  from 
a major  company.  Three  months  ago  he 
concluded  arrangements  for  the  new  sea- 
son, meaning  1939-40.  Irving  Wormser 
is  on  hand  during  the  discussion  and 
Benas  offers  to  make  a deal  for  1940-41, 
but  Wormser  rallies  with,  ‘‘If  you’ll  pay 
me  my  price,”  and  that’s  where  the  deal 
ends  . . . Bill  Scully  and  Frank  J.  A.  Mc- 
Carthy had  visitors  during  the  week,  the 
Universalites  including  Harry  Graham, 
southern  district  manager  with  headquar- 
ters in  Atlanta;  Ed  “Dutch”  Oldsfield, 
Dallas  manager,  and  George  Schwartz, 
Quaker  City  chieftain  . . . Tom  Connors 
had  J.  J.  Maloney,  district  manager  head- 
quartering in  Pittsburgh,  and  Maurice  N. 
Wolff,  New  England  district  head  with  of- 
fices in  New  Haven  . . . Jimmy  Sileo’s  wife 
returned  safely  from  Spain  on  the  Presi- 
dent Monroe  after  seven  weeks  abroad  . . . 
Anna  D.  Ellmer  of  Loew’s  publicity  depart- 
ment, was  given  a silver  anniversary  party 
by  her  associates. 

Anent  the  Fair:  Local  exhibitors  can’t 
wait  until  October  31,  the  closing  date  for 
the  Flushing  Meadows  show,  to  come 
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around  . . . RKO  lounge  visitors  included 
Pat  J.  Mullen  of  the  Hill  Top,  Pittsburgh; 
Harry  Fried  of  the  Fried  circuit,  Wayne, 
Pa.;  C.  B.  Wolf,  Pimlico,  Baltimore,  and 
Benjamin  Beck,  also  of  Pimlico  . . . Sidney 
Meyer  of  Wometco  took  his  family  to  the 
Fair  before  heading  back  to  Miami  . . . 
Joe  Seider  says  the  Fair  hasn’t  hurt  his 
theatre  business  as  much  as  conditions 
generally  . . . Sam  Marx,  Columbia  story 
head,  has  reported  back  at  the  studios 
after  spending  the  summer  in  the  east. 

Menu  Memoranda:  Bill  Rodgers  started 
off  the  Jewish  New  Year  right  by  moving 
out  of  the  city  Thursday  and  Friday  and 
back  to  New  Rochelle  where  he  now  is  the 
neighbor  of  John  W.  Hicks  jr.  And  by  the 
by,  Rodgers  corrects  this  department  as 
of  last  week  when  he  was  mentioned  as 
reporting  to  his  office  at  9:30  when  the 
friendly  traffic  cop  stopped  to  ask  him  the 
why  and  wherefore.  Rodgers  said  it  was 
8:30  a.  m.,  and  not  an  hour  later  because 
he  is  always  in  his  office  at  9 a.  m.,  shave 
or  no  shave  ...  It  was  a golden  Jubilee 
for  Jimmy  Coston,  Warner  Chicago  zone 
manager,  about  two  months  ago.  Since 
then,  Jimmy  is  not  going  to  count  any 
more  birthdays.  He’s  reached  the  millen- 
ium,  or  something  like  that,  he  says.  Flew 
back  to  the  Windy  City,  Thursday. 

Here  and  There  Dep’t:  Mel  Shauer  is  on 
the  Brazil,  due  from  South  America,  Mon- 
day . . . Jack  Ellis,  president  of  M.  P.  As- 
sociates, will  call  the  membership  together 
Thursday  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of 
securing  fmids  from  major  companies  for 
relief  of  unfortunate  members  and  non- 
members. A meeting  of  the  association  was 
held  last  Tuesday  when  the  armual  din- 
ner-dance was  gone  over.  Difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  date  is  temporarily  hold- 
ing up  definite  announcement  . . . The 
offer  of  the  A.  H.  Schwartz  estate  to  turn 
over  the  Schwartz  home  in  Long  Island  to 
the  industry’s  needy,  from  all  indications, 
will  not  be  accepted  because  of  the  re- 
sponsibility involved.  At  least  the  gesture 
on  the  part  of  the  Schwartz  estate  is 
worthy  of  kudos,  to  which  everyone  agrees. 

Omnibus  Chatter:  Sol  Lesser,  back  from 
New  England  and  Pennsylvania  where  he 
looked  over  exteriors  for  “Our  Town.’’  is 
preparing  to  return  to  the  coast  in  a few 
days  . . . Tex  Ritter,  Monogram’s  “shoot 
’em  up”  star,  heads  for  Hollywood  the 
end  of  the  month.  He  has  been  spotted 
for  p.  a.  engagements  in  Alliance,  Ohio; 
Parkersburg  and  Moundsville,  W.  Va.;  Mc- 
Connelsville,  Nelsonville,  Chillicothe,  and 
Galipolis,  Ohio;  Martin,  Ashland,  and 
Cynthiana,  Ky.,  and  Ironton,  Ohio  . . . 
Orson  Welles  flew  to  the  coast  to  resume 
work  on  “Heart  of  Darkness,”  in  which  he 
will  act  in  addition  to  direct,  produce  and 
serve  as  scripter,  a four-ply  role  . . . James 
Cagney  has  cancelled  his  planned  vacation 
at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  Mass.  . . . Arthur 
Lee  is  looking  toward  a television  boom  in 
the  American  market  soon,  particularly 
for  theatres  which,  he  believes,  will  de- 
mand something  new  in  the  face  of  war 
conditions. 

Patsy  Kelly  is  out  of  the  Lenox  Hill 
Hospital  after  a gallstone  operation  . . . 
Harry  Gold  is  up  to  his  old  tricks  again, 
sniping  buttons  from  the  jackets  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  press.  They  don’t  like  it 


. . . James  J.  Kearns,  head  waiter  at  the 
Tavern  and  former  councilman  at  Engle- 
wood Cliffs,  N.  J.,  is  running  for  mayor  at 
the  November  elections.  Kearns  msists  he’ll 
not  quit  his  Tavern  post  if  he’s  elected  be- 
cause he’s  sure  of  eating  while  working  for 
Bob  Goldstein  . . . Grade  Rosenfeld,  east- 
ern tale7it  and  publicity  representative  for 
Hal  Roach,  got  together  for  lunch  the 
other  day  with  Amiie  Laurie  Williams,  who 
is  handling  John  Steinbeck,  author  of  “The 
Grapes  of  Wrath.”  By  sheer  coincidence. 
Grade  wore  a plaid  dress  which  thrilled 
Annie  Laurie  . . . Whether  by  design  or 
not,  it  was  noted  that  when  Bing  Crosby 
arrived  from  the  coast  there  was  nary  a 
publicity  or  press  man  at  the  Grand  Cen- 
tral depot  to  greet  the  Paramount  star  . . . 
Herman  Robbins  sperit  two  days  in  Chi- 
cago last  week  and  returned  on  the  same 
train  with  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Mrs.  Al 
Lichtman,  who  is  here  to  close  her  apart- 
ment before  rejoining  her  husband  in  Hol- 
lywood; Merlin  H.  Aylesworth,  who  had 
been  in  St.  Paul  on  Scripps-Howard  busi- 
ness, and  Henry  Herbel,  Warner  distri- 
bution executive,  is  in  the  middle  west. 

Ed  Sullivan  will  appear  with  the  Harvest 


Moon  Dancers  at  the  opening  night  of  the 
engagement  at  Brandt’s  Audubon,  Septem- 
ber 21.  Jimmy  Dorsey  and  his  music  men 
will  make  merry.  Sammy  Kaye,  who 
swings  and  sways,  if  you  remember  Morti- 
mer Hess,  opened  Friday  at  the  Flatbush, 
Brooklyn,  for  six  days  and  then  switches 
to  the  Windsor,  Bronx  . . . Louis  Frisch, 
who  has  been  having  trouble  with  his  vocal 
tubes,  has  been  ordered  to  take  a rest  by 
(Continued  on  page  28- A) 


Here  for  a handful  of  days,  the  geiieral  manager  of  Universal’s  studio  be- 
comes guest  at  a Rainbow  Room  luncheon  and  that  same  night  flies  to  San 
Francisco.  William  A.  Scully  looks  right  hito  the  camera’s  eye,  while  in 
the  striped  tie  is  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the  company’s  board. 
Cigar  in  hand  is  Work,  caught  in  a bit  of  story  telling.  The  larger  group  in- 
cludes Nate  J.  Blumberg , Mattheic  Fox,  Red  Kann  and,  again,  the  guest 
of  honor. 
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Early  Thanksgiving 
Idea  Is  Spreading 

New  York  — State  celebrations  of 
Thanksgiving  Day,  according  to  the  New 
Dynamo,  20th  Century-Fox  house  organ, 
show  24  set  for  November  23  and  15  for 
November  30,  while  nine  are  to  be  decided 
sometime  this  month. 

Tliese  are  the  commonwealths  that  mov- 
ed up  Thanksgiving  to  November  23  in 
accordance  with  the  President’s  wishes: 
California,  Delaware,  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Georgia,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Mary- 
land, Michigan,  Mississippi,  Montana,  New 
Jersey,  New  Mexico,  New  York,  North 
Dakota,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee.  Texas,  Utah,  Virginia, 
Washington,  West  Virginia  and  Wyoming. 

Those  states  which  have  not  accepted 
the  proclamation  of  President  Roosevelt 
and  will  observe  Thanksgiving  Day  on 
November  30  are:  Alabama,  Connecticut, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire, 
North  Carolina.  Oklahoma,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont  and  Wisconsin. 

In  the  undecided  category  are:  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  Florida,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Min- 
nesota, Missouri,  Nebraska  and  South  Da- 
kota. 

Metro  to  Ask  Dismissal 
Of  Plagiarism  Action 

New  York — M-G-M  Pictures  Corp., 
M-G-M  Distributing  Corp.,  Loew’s  and 
Culver  Export,  will  ask  the  federal  court 
September  19  to  dismiss  the  $1,000,000 
action  against  them  by  Delores  Lacy  Col- 
lins, charging  plagiarism  of  Jimmy  Col- 
lins’ book,  “Test  Pilot,”  in  the  picture  of 
the  same  name.  Collins  is  her  husband. 

The  action  was  filed  in  July,  1938,  and 
was  dismissed  on  the  merits  by  Federal 
Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  on  Jan.  7,  1939. 
'Tlie  circuit  court  of  appeals  reversed  the 
dismissal,  however,  and  ordered  a more 
complete  trial  in  the  federal  court. 

Dismissal  Applications 
In  W anger  Suit  Denied 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice  Felix 
Benvenga  has  denied  applications  by  the 
News  Syndicate  Co.  and  Ed  Sullivan  to 
dismiss  the  $1,000,000  suit  of  Walter  Wan- 
ger  and  Walter  Wanger  Productions 
against  them.  Wanger  claims  libel  in  an 
article  by  Sullivan  in  the  New  York  Daily 
News  in  1939. 

In  denying  the  applications,  the  judge 
stated  it  will  be  necessary  for  a jury  to 
decide  whether  or  not  Wanger  was  libeled 
or  if  the  story  was  an  honest  comment 
on  Wanger’s  product. 

Two  Preierred  Dividends 
By  Paramount' s Board 

New  York — The  Paramount  board,  at  a 
regular  meeting,  declared  a quarterly  divi- 
dend of  $1.50  per  share  on  first  preferred 
and  the  regular  quarterly  dividend  of  15 
cents  per  share  on  the  second  preferred. 
Both  are  payable  October  2,  1939,  to  hold- 
ers of  record  September  22. 


Will  Argue  Interstate 
Angle  in  Schine  Plea 

Buffalo — Although  the  department  of 
justice  is  trying  to  link  the  Schine  circuit 
with  major  distributors  in  a concerted  ac- 
tion, Williard  S.  McKay  on  Monday,  in 
seeking  dismissal  of  the  anti-trust  proceed- 
ings against  the  circuit,  will  bolster  his 
main  arguments  that  the  Schine  interests 
do  not  engage  in  interstate  trade  and  for 
that  reason  cannot  be  called  to  account  by 
the  “Big  Stick.”  McKay  will  argue  each 
theatre  is  operated  on  local  autonomy  al- 
though headquarters  for  the  circuit  are  in 
Gloversville.  In  his  answer  to  the  com- 
plaint, McKay  contends  the  “Big  Stick’s” 
petition  fails  to  state  a cause  of  action. 

The  government’s  request  for  an  in- 
junction to  prevent  the  circuit  from  in- 
creasing its  holdings  pending  trial  of  the 
suit  will  be  argued  before  Federal  Judge 
John  Knight  in  the  United  States  district 
court  here. 

At  the  same  time,  UA  will  ask  for  a 
dismissal  on  the  ground  that  the  govern- 
ment did  not  “state  facts  sufficient  to  con- 
stitute a cause  of  action.” 

Assistant  United  States  Attorney  Joseph 
M.  Doran  will  represent  the  government. 


Buckley  to  West  Coast 
Alter  Six  Weeks  East 

Los  Angeles — Charles  A.  Buckley,  gen- 
eral counsel  for  FWC,  is  back  after  a six- 
week  visit  to  National  Theatres’  headquar- 
ters in  New  York.  He  is  planning  to  re- 
turn east  in  a few  weeks,  probably  after 
Spyros  Skouras  makes  his  periodic  visit 
here. 

With  October  16  set  as  the  date  for  an- 
swers to  be  filed  before  Federal  Judge 
George  Cosgrave  in  connection  with  the 
“Big  Stick’s”  alleged  violation  of  a 1930 
consent  decree,  no  decision  has  yet  been 
made  on  retaining  outside  coimsel.  It  is 
understood  Buckley  and  his  staff  will 
handle  the  preliminaries.  It  is  said  the 
complaint  filed  here  is  not  so  drastic  as 
some  of  the  other  petitions  launched  by 
Thurman  Arnold.  J.  J.  Sullivan,  chief 
film  buyer  for  the  circuit,  is  expected  to 
return  to  New  York  very  soon,  having 
wound  up  a six-week  vacation  with  his 
family. 


Schenectady  Palace  to  Open 

Schenectady — The  Palace  will  reopen 
September  20.  The  subsequent  run  house 
was  shuttered  during  the  summer. 


Mayer  in  Economy 
Studio  Plea 

Hollywood — Louis  B.  Mayer,  Metro  ^ 
production  chief,  has  issued  a plea  to^ 
his  producers  to  exert  utmost  economy 
in  preparation  and  production,  keep  an 
even  number  of  pictures  in  work  and 
avail  themselves  intelligently  of  studio 
facilities  and  talent  as  a means  of 
meeting  the  present  war  crisis  without 
salary  cuts  or  drastic  layoffs. 


English  Embargo  on 
Funds  Threatening 

New  York — Serious  discussions  are  un- 
derway in  London  over  the  question  of  an 
embargo  on  film  remittances  to  the  Amer- 
ican companies.  Any  action  along  such 
lines  is  viewed  as  extremely  grave  by 
foreign  managers  here. 

In  a recent  meeting,  the  board  of  trade 
informed  Fayette  W.  Allport,  Hays  office 
representative  in  London,  that  in  view  of 
the  unavoidable  shortage  of  dollar  ex- 
change, the  treasury  may  shortly  suspend 
all  remittances  and  require  all  earnings 
of  foreign  film  companies  to  remain  in 
England  in  sterling  for  the  duration  of  the 
war. 

According  to  latest  advices,  theatre  re- 
openings will  approximate  60  per  cent  of 
all  possible  situations.  Major  companies, 
after  the  first  shock,  are  readjusting  them- 
selves to  a diminution  of  revenue  but  any 
further  curtailment  would  be  a hard  blow. 

Six  Metropolitan  Houses 
Open  for  Fall  Season 

New  York — Six  reopenings  herald  fall 
theatre  activity  in  the  metropolitan  cir- 
cuit. 

The  Necto  chain  reopens  the  Juliette, 
Arlington,  N.  Y.,  Friday  and  has  the  Park, 
Newburg,  N.  Y.,  going  again. 

Max  Rothman  has  remodeled  the  Lib- 
erty, Sayreville,  N.  J.,  which  has  been 
closed  for  some  time,  and  will  reopen  the 
theatre  October  1 under  the  name  of 
Colony. 

Consolidated  has  put  the  Avalon,  Bronx, 
back  into  circulation. 

The  Irving  Place  has  reopened  with 
burlesque.  Burlesque  and  films  feature 
the  new  policy  at  the  reopened  Schubert, 
Brooklyn. 

Acguires  Two  French  Films 
For  Domestic  Release 

New  York — French  Cinema  Center,  Inc., 
has  acquired  two  French  films  for  domes- 
tic distribution.  They  are  “Aux  Jardins 
de  Murcie,”  completed  in  Spain  before  the 
civil  war  broke  out,  and  “L’Or  la  Mon- 
tagne,”  filmed  in  Switzerland. 

Cinecitta  Opens  Thursday 
With  Italian  Features 

New  York — The  Cinecitta,  formerly  the 
Squire,  will  reopen  Thursday  as  a first  run 
for  Italian  features  distributed  by  the 
Esperia  Film  Co.  Opening  attraction  will 
be  “Scipio  Africanus,”  starring  Isa  Mi- 
randa. 


N.  y.  Employes'  Union 
Plans  Contract  Renewal 

New  York — Following  a meeting  of 
Local  B-51,  exchange  employes  tmion. 
Chairman  Lou  Johnson  is  drafting  plans 
for  preliminary  discussions  on  the  renewal 
of  the  present  contract  which  expires 
November  31. 
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his  medico,  which  he  is  doing.  It  seems 
Louis  was  talking  too  much  . . . Jack 
Byrne,  M-G-M  branch  manager  in  Bos- 
ton, was  in  town  the  other  day  and  be- 
moans his  early  morning  handball  work- 
outs. It  appears  that  the  YMCA  in  Bos- 
ton doesn’t  open  until  9 a.  m.  and  Jack 
has  been  accustomed  to  swatting  the  ball 
around  at  7:30  and  then  reporting  at  his 
office  at  9.  But  everything  will  work  out 
all  right,  Byrne  promises,  and  he  hopes  to 
be  back  on  the  indoor  courts  real  soon  . . . 
Jack  Bowen,  local  M-G-M  exchange  head, 
says  the  tan  coloring  he  sports  comes  from 
playing  golf  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  Satur- 
days and  Sundays.  Bill  Rodgers  and  Ted 
O’Shea,  please  note. 

Harry  Brandt  is  breathing  much  easier 
these  days  now  that  his  son  is  recuperat- 
ing from  a serious  illness  . . . Sam  Citron 
promises  a surprise  in  the  Maurice 
Schwartz  Yiddish  talker  he  has  just  fin- 
ished. The  title  is  “Tevya,”  it  is  in  ten 
reels  and  will  be  shown  in  a Broadway 
theatre  soon  . . . George  Lynch,  film  buyer 
for  the  Schine  circuit,  has  been  in  town  on 
a Paramount  product  deal  and  is  dodging 
all  questions  in  connection  with  the  ‘‘Big 
Stick’s”  suit,  which  is  the  declared  policy 
instituted  by  the  Schines  . . . Eddie  Each- 
man  is  back  in  form  now  that  the  Jersey 
at  Morristown  has  reopened  with  “The 
Star  Maker.”  For  a while,  Eddie  had  been 
showing  Yiddish  talkers  and  Universal  re- 
vivals at  the  Mt.  Freedom  Arena,  but  the 
idea  didn’t  click  and  ended  after  a brief 
tryout. 

Joe  Hummel  is  nursing  a cold  . . . Ditto 
Madeline  White,  W.  Ray  Johnston’s  secre- 
tary . . . Martin  Friedman  of  the  Warner 
home  office  playdate  department  has  been 
promoted  to  the  booking  staff  of  the 
Cleveland  branch  office,  under  Branch 
Manager  Herb  Ochs  . . . Morris  Helprin, 
Alexander  Korda’s  publicity  manager,  is 
in  receipt  of  a letter  from  John  Ware, 
Korda’s  studio  publicity  head,  who  writes 
he  is  on  his  way  “up  any  minute”  . . . 
Russell  Bell,  Monogram  art  director  who 
is  en  route  to  a similar  post  at  the  studio, 
postcards  he  is  “living  in  a second-hand 
car  in  the  daytime  and  second-hand  rooms 
at  night”  . . . William  Goldberg  of  Gallic 
Films,  his  wife,  Dorothy,  and  wire-haired 
pooch.  Trigger,  are  returning  from  Eu- 
rope on  the  Washington  . . . Estelle  Sch- 
rott,  Walter  Wanger’s  publicity  representa- 
tive, is  carrying  a bandaged  right  hand, 
the  better  to  hide  a mess  of  poison  ivy. 

Memo  from  Si  Seadler:  “Steve,  the  heir 
to  all  my  adjectives,  brought  this  one  back 
from  camp.  He’s  a great  M-G-M  booster 
and  when  ‘Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever’ 
played  the  little  theatre  at  nearby  Fairlee, 
Vt.,  he  gave  it  a big  buildup  to  the  boys 
for  a week  ahead.  Came  the  night  of  the 
showing  and  Steve  set  out  down  the  hill 
to  pick  up  the  camp  bus.  It  was  loaded  to 
the  fenders  and  not  an  inch  of  space  for 
Steve.  He  stayed  back  at  camp,  figuring 
this  time  he  had  oversold  the  show!”  . . . 
Additional  data  on  the  new  Sears  manse 
near  Harrison:  The  house  sets  on  one  acre 
of  land.  It  has  a three-car  garage  and 
an  auto  court,  a hall  opening  into  an  arch- 
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BABES  IN  ARMS  (M-G-M) — From  infants  to 
octogenarians,  movie-goers  should  applaud 
this  diverting  musical  comedy,  which  is  al- 
most certain  to  launch  a new  cycle  of  ex- 
travaganzas and  net  itself  a substantial 
profit  in  the  bargain.  Master  Mickey  Roo- 
ney dominates  the  proceedings  through- 
out, though  spirited  competition  is  offered 
by  Judy  Garland  and  an  extremely  talented 
group  of  supporting  adolescents.  Arthur 
Freed  produced;  Busby  Berkeley  directed. 

CALL  A MESSENGER  (Univ) — Another  story 
of  adolescent  rehabilitation,  this  blends 
two  of  the  "Dead  End"  kids  with  the 
"Little  Tough  Guys"  in  a spirited  rough 
and  tumble  comedy  drama  which  would 
be  ideal  fare  for  juveniles,  albeit  a bit 
forced  and  obvious  for  the  adult  trade.  Ken 
Goldsmith  produced;  Arthur  Lubin  directed. 

END  OF  THE  DAY,  THE  (Juno  Films)— Once 
again  the  French  come  through  with  a 
splendid  film.  Old  age  itself  is  not  pleasant 
to  contemplate,  but  under  Julien  Duvivier's 
sensitive  and  inspired  direction  the  story 
of  actors  at  the  twilight  of  their  career  be- 
comes an  engrossing  dissection  of  a 
poignant  phase  of  the  theatre.  It  is  su- 
perbly acted  with  Michel  Simon's  perform- 
ance ranking  as  one  of  the  finest  for  sus- 
tained virtuosity. 

KID  NIGHTINGALE  (WB)— Packages  sub- 
stantial wallop  as  a prizefight  comedy,  with 
John  Payne  in  the  title  role  doing  well  for 
himself  as  a boxer  with  crooning  aspira- 
tions. The  load  of  comedy  situations 
should  make  it  highly  acceptable  light  pro- 
gram material.  Mark  Hellinger  produced; 
George  Amy  directed. 

RULERS  OF  THE  SEA  (Para)— Reflecting 
meticulous  care  in  production  and  direc- 


tion, both  of  which  tasks  were  entrusted 
to  the  capable  hands  of  Frank  Lloyd,  this 
narrative  of  the  victory  of  steam  over  sail 
in  the  evolution  of  navigation  wins  a place 
among  the  finer  and  more  impressive  of 
current  productions.  The  picture  is  mag- 
nificently dialogued,  which  enables  a su- 
perior cast,  headed  by  Douglas  Fairbanks 
jr.,  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportunities 
the  screenplay  affords. 

SKY  PATROL  (Mono) — Cast  in  substantially 
the  same  mold  as  its  predecessors  in  the 
popular  "Toilspin  Tommy"  series,  this  lat- 
est chapter  continues  to  manifest  the 
steady  improvement  which  has  been  evi- 
denced since  their  inception,  hitting  a new 
high  in  production  values,  story,  suspense 
and  action.  Paul  Malvern  produced;  How- 
ard Bretherton  directed. 

THUNDER  AFLOAT  (M-G-M)— Lusty  and 
salty  saga  of  the  men  who  went  down  to 
sea  to  man  the  splinter  fleet  which  pro- 
tected America's  shores  from  the  harass- 
ment of  German  U-boats  in  1918.  Picture 
would  be  a prize  package  of  topflight  ac- 
tion entertainment  at  any  time  and  is  ren- 
dered doubly  valuable  through  the  repeti- 
tion of  history  as  reflected  in  the  current 
headlines.  Wallace  Beery,  who  tops  the 
cast,  was  never  better.  J.  Walter  Ruben 
produced;  George  B.  Seitz  directed. 

TWO  BRIGHT  BOYS  (Univ)— Sturdy  blend  of 
action,  drama  and  comedy  in  the  oil  fields. 
Showcasing  the  adolescent  talents  of 
Jackie  Cooper  and  Freddie  Bartholomew, 
this  should  bring  a steady  flow  of  patrons 
and  profits  to  exhibitors  everywhere.  The 
cast  throughout  is  splendid.  Burt  Kelly  pro- 
duced; Joseph  Santley  directed. 


COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in  an 
early  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 


way  which  leads  into  a sunken  living 
room;  the  library  is  paneled,  there  is  a 
powder  room  and  game  room  and  fireplace 
in  the  basement.  All  master  bedrooms  have 
radio  outlets.  Bedrooms  No.  3 and  4 con- 
nect  with  a smi  porch. 

James  Mulvey,  vice-president  of  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Inc.,  is  in  Hollywood  conferring 
on  production  . . . Pete  Mayer,  son  of  Ar- 
thur, is  now  in  London  following  a film 
foray  on  the  continent,  adjacent  to,  if  not 
in,  war  zones.  His  family  now  breathes 
easier  ...  A quiet  Thursday  and  Friday 
in  the  New  York  trade  because  of  the  Jew- 
ish New  Year’s  observance.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  usual  uneventful  Saturday  . . . 
Leo  Spitz  will  be  here  another  week.  Then 
to  his  Chicago  law  offices  . . . Charles  Mc- 
Carthy, Arch  Reeves  and  Morris  Kinzler, 
an  Astor  Hotel  luncheon  combination. 


Milberg  Opens  Ritz,  Scotia 

Schenectady — Sam  Milberg  has  opened 
the  600-seat  Ritz,  Scotia,  in  suburban 
Schenectady. 


Skouras  Begins  Vaudeville 
At  Liberty  in  Elizabeth 

New  York — Skouras  has  inaugurated 
vaudeville  at  the  Liberty,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
Four  acts  is  the  current  policy  and  the 
plan  is  to  increase  the  show  if  business 
warrants.  A ten-week  band  contest  is  to 
begin  September  18  at  the  Academy  of 
Music,  Crotona  and  Riviera  with  profes- 
sional and  amateur  bands  to  play  each 
week  for  evening  performances  only. 


Utica  Rivoli  to  Augello; 
House  Renamed  Lyric 

Utica — John  Augello,  who  operates  the 
Family  Theatre,  has  taken  over  the  Rivoli 
and  renamed  it  the  Lyric.  Tony  Costa 
had  been  operating  the  Rivoli,  reportedly 
on  lease  from  Mitchell  Conery.  Competi- 
tion is  very  keen  in  Utica,  which,  with  a 
population  of  73,000,  has  12  theatres. 
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yiNE  STREET  lost  its  oldest  continuous 

resident  when  George  K.  Heebner, 
builder,  died.  Seventy-seven  years  old. 
he  maintained  quarters  in  the  same  build- 
ing for  53  years.  Many  of  Clark  Films’ 
vaults  were  built  by  him  ...  Joe  Grant. 
Baltimore  exhibitor,  was  a visitor  with 
friends  at  the  "Variety  Club  . . . Martin 
Hirsch  is  back  from  the  ’West  Coast,  still 
dazed  at  the  honor  of  being  photographed 
with  Jane  Wyman  . . . Exhibitors  are  won- 
dering why  no  producer  is  making  pictures 
of  the  Nova-Galento  fight  . . . Showmen 
Clubbers  held  their  first  dance  of  the  sea- 
son at  the  St.  James.  Arrangements  under 
Allen  Lewis  . . . Hal  Seidenberg,  Fox,  ar- 
ranged a personal  appearance  of  Bill  Hol- 
den, “Golden  Boy”  star. 

Maurice  Felt,  Casmo,  is  a newsvaper 
publisher.  He’s  putting  out  a weekly,  the 
West  Philadelphia  Herald  . . . The  Chest- 
nut Street  Opera  House  is  going  to  reopen 
. . . Roy  Sullender,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Stanton,  was  married  to  Amelia  Ro- 
land. They’re  hojieymooning  in  Atlantic 
City  . . . Mel  Koff,  Darby,  has  taken  over 
the  Spielmont,  Marcus  Hook;  is  now  try- 
ing to  figure  out  a good  new  lucky  name 
for  it  ..  . James  Clark  arid  Oscar  Neufeld, 
Horlacher,  did  a lot  of  work  arranging  the 
Schuylkill  Navy  pageant  . . . Jack  Lynch 
ynay  become  manager  of  a central  city 
hotel. 

Kings-for-a-Day  at  the  'Variety  Club’s 
next  luncheon  will  be  Charles  Kahn,  real 
estate  operator,  and  Sam  Gross,  20th- 
Fox  . . . Phil  Littman,  a builder,  has  a 
part  interest  with  Iz  Barowsky  in  the  New 
Jewel.  Iz  marks  his  second  wedding  anni- 
versary on  the  19th  . . . Sam  Palan,  Mono- 
gram’s dynamic  salesman,  thunders 
through  another  birthday  on  the  20th. 
Pop  Pierce,  one  of  the  first  exhibitoi’S  in 
the  area,  now  operator  of  a sideshow, 
reaches  his  83rd  birthday  on  the  22nd. 
Jack  Beresin  gets  a birthday  cake  on  the 
24th;  Percy  Block,  former  Paramount  dis- 


trict manager,  on  the  29th,  and  Charles 
Hite,  Monogram  salesman,  also  on  the 
29th. 

Jake  Blumberg  reopens  the  newly  re- 
built, ai-c -conditioned  Senate,  formerly  the 
Susquehanna.  Blmnberg.  who  formerly 
managed  the  Presiderit,  has  brought  with 
him  his  idea  of  neighborhood  movies,  and 
will  show  familiar  scenes  on  opening  night 
. . . Manny  Heller  is  new  manager  of  the 
President  . . . George  Beattie  and  Jack 
Holman,  two  of  Paramount's  out-of-town 
salesmen,  are  breaking  in  new  cars  . . . 
Herman  Rubin,  Paramount  city  salesman, 
is  sticking  as  close  as  possible  to  the  air- 
conditioiied  office  until  the  hay  fever  sea- 
S071  flies  away  . . . Earle  Sweigert,  Para- 
mount chief,  is  off  to  New  York  for  a 
home  office  confab. 

The  Metro  office  staff  has  been  writing 
a lot  of  letters  lately.  Reason:  The  colorful 
new  "Wizard  of  Oz”  stationery  . . . Bride 
Bea  Weinstein  was  given  two  parlor  lamps 
by  the  Metro  staff  . . . Naomi  Barr,  secre- 
tary to  Charles  Baines,  is  home  with  a 
touch  of  the  flu  . . . Betty  Chambers  of 
the  bookkeeping  staff  is  taking  an  almost- 
overlooked  vacation  at  Stone  Harbor. 

Dick  Mayer  reopens  the  Studio  after  top- 
to-bottom  reriovations  . . . Operator  Bill 
Goldberg  is  supposed  to  be  somewhere  in 
France,  stranded  by  the  ivar  . . . Sig  Whit- 
man, former  Universal  manager  here,  has 
takeji  over  three  theatres  in  the  Bronx  . . . 
5-W’s  Astor  is  to  be  completely  torn  down 
and  rebuilt  . . . Miss  Lawndale,  picked  by 
Henry  Friedman’s  Landale  Theatre,  will 
be  given  a cup  by  Miss  Philadelphia  on 
the  stage  . . . Abe  Wiener,  Savoy,  jumped 
to  attention  with  the  outbreak  of  war  and 
brought  back  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,” 
heralding  it  with  flyers  crying,  “Can  Amer- 
ica Stay  Out  of  the  New  World  War?  See 
How  America  Can  Remain  Neutral.  Don’t 
Let  It  Happen  Here.”  He  did  a rushing 
business. 


QUS  BROWN,  backstage  doorman  at  the 

Hippodrome,  is  a proud  papa  of  an  8%- 
pound  boy.  Gus  says  that  he  had 
planned  on  a girl,  even  went  as  far  as  to 
pick  a name,  but  evidently  something 
must  have  gone  wrong  . . . Leon  Back, 
Rome  executive,  spent  Saturday  afternoon 
at  the  Suburban  Club  golfing  . . . Helen 
Keenan  of  the  staff  at  the  Lord  Calvert 
has  just  returned  from  a trip  to  North 
Carolina  and  now  plans  to  get  married 
soon  . . . The  Gov.  Ritchie  open  air  the- 
atre has  now  gone  into  double  features. 

Midget  auto  races  at  the  Baltimore  sta- 
dium were  given  an  OK  as  Judge  W . Con- 
well  Smith  dismissed  an  applicatiori  for  a 
temporary  injunction  designed  to  block 
the  experiment.  The  injunction  was  sought 
by  Frank  A.  Horriig,  Horn,  and  T.  D. 
Goldberg.  Walbrook,  as  taxpayers  against 
the  city.  Judge  Smith  gave  the  city  15 
days  frojn  September  15  to  file  a com- 
plete ayiswer  as  to  why  a permanent  in- 
junction should  not  be  issued. 

William  K.  Saxon,  Loew’s  Century  chief, 
is  on  the  sick  list  . . . Seen  leaving  the 
Hippodrome  last  week  none  other  than 
Columbia’s  branch  manager,  Sam  Galanty 
...  Do  you  know  that  now  if  you  call  a 
radio  car  for  some  emergency  in  the  the- 
atre that  the  theatre  name  will  not  be 
broadcast  over  the  air  as  had  been  in  the 
past,  only  the  street  and  number.  The 
federal  communications  has  said  by  call- 
ing a business  house  over  the  air  is  ad- 
vertising. 

I.  M.  Rappaport  of  the  Hippodrome  and 
soji,  Bobby,  are  off  to  the  World’s  Fair 
. . . One  of  the  best  stunts  this  season 
was  pulled  by  Morris  A.  Mechanic,  Cen- 
ter, in  conjuyiction  with  “All  Quiet  on 
the  Westeryi  Front,”  He  inserted  a small 
ad  m the  theatre  column  which  read: 
“For  other  details  see  ad  on  front  page,” 
Of  course,  the  froyit  page  had  in  large 
type  “Westeryi  Froyit”  and  then  went  into 
detail  about  the  current  war. 

The  Baltimore  Variety  Club  is  return- 
ing to  winter  schedule  by  holding  regular 
Saturday  night  affairs  . . . Lou  Rome 
goes  fishing  every  'Thursday  . . . Tommy 
Goldberg,  Walbrook;  Moe  Cohen,  Lexway, 
and  Morris  Flax,  Lincoln,  have  just  re- 
turned from  the  Atlantic  City  convention 
of  Allied  MPTO  of  New  Jersey  . . . Sam 
Soltz  of  the  Howard  is  back  from  vaca- 
tion which  took  him  to  Canada,  Saratoga 
and  the  Fair  . . . Cliff  Jarrett,  assistant 
manager  at  the  Hippodrome,  is  going  to 
Florida  about  October  1. 

Wilbur  Brizendine,  Rialto,  visited  Al 
Vogelstein  at  Baltimore  Poster  Co.  and 
ivhen  he  left  he  felt  a draught.  For  fur- 
ther mformation  ask  Wilbur  . . . George 
Jacobs,  Goldfield,  is  through  vacationing 
for  the  sumyner  . . . Jewish  War  Veterans 
of  Marylayid  held  a beer  party  at  the  Bis- 
ynark  Brewery.  Among  those  present  were: 
Sam  Soltz,  Harry  and  Al  Vogelstein  and 
Morris  Flax  . . . Mrs.  Leoyiard,  secretary 
of  the  Hippodrome,  is  off  to  the  World’s 
Fair  . . . J.  L.  Rome  annouyices  Rome  the- 
atre managers  will  be  given  prizes  for  the 
best  publicity  stunt  of  the  week  . . . Wil- 
liam Russell,  Ritz  mayiager,  is  now  at 
the  Strayid,  Dundalk,  Md. 


Smoky  City  in  New  York  City — 

Pittsburgh  exhibitors  visit  RKO's  World’s  Fair  Lounge.  Oyi  the  left,  Pat  J. 
Mullen  of  the  Hill  Top  Theatre.  On  the  right.  Michael  N.  Shapiro  of  the 
Shapiro  ayid  Fmeynayi  circuit. 
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Street  Scene  at  a Washington  Premiere — 

What  the  front  of  Keith's  looked  like  the  night  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  was 
give7i  a preview  in  the  Capitol  City. 


0HARLIE  YERBY,  assistant  manager, 
and  Pete  Stainback,  chief  of  service  at 
Loew’s,  were  held  up  in  their  office  by 
two  bandits,  but  succeeded  in  bluffing 
them  out  of  part  of  the  days  receipts  by 
telling  them  they  did  not  have  the  keys  to 
the  vault.  The  robbers  took  $17  and  beat 
it  for  the  nearest  exit  . . . Frances  Taliey, 
cashier  at  the  Century  in  Petersburg,  was 
married  to  John  Spain  last  month  . . . 
Jimmy  Jones,  sports  editor  of  the  Times- 
Dispatch  who  helped  to  legalize  the  show- 
ing of  fight  pictures  in  this  state,  has  left 
to  join  one  of  the  studios  on  the  coast. 

The  Charlottesville  police  departme^it  is 
handing  out  free  theatre  tickets  to  care- 
ful drivers  ...  A.  Frank  O’Brien,  city 
manager  for  Wilmer  & Vinceiit  theatres, 
spent  the  weekend  in  New  York  . . . Vir- 
ginia Snead,  secretary  to  Sam  Bendheim 
jr.,  general  manager  of  Neighborhood 
Theatres,  married  Julian  Chockley  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy  and  they  immediately  left  by 
motor  for  their  new  home  in  California. 
Dorothy  Shewbridge  succeeds  her  . . . Jesse 
Lasky  will  be  m Richmond,  September  27 
and  28  in  search  of  talent. 

Robert  Mitchell,  localite  who  has  been 
in  Hollywood  for  some  time  as  stand-in  for 
several  of  the  stars,  is  here  for  a short 
visit  before  returning  to  sub  for  Henry 
Fonda  in  his  next  picture  . . . Louis  Far- 
ber  replaced  Pete  Whitmore  on  the  ser- 
vice staff  of  the  Westhampton  . . . Ben 
Caplon,  Columbia  salesman,  was  in  town 
. . . Fred  Beiersdorf,  Warner  Washington 
manager,  also  was  here  conferring  with 
Frank  O’Brien  . . . John  J.  Donahue,  who 
is  the  doorman  at  the  Century  in  Peters- 
burg, celebrated  his  80th  birthday  . . . 
Tom  Jones,  veteran  stage  hand,  is  back  on 
the  sick  list  after  being  on  the  job  several 
days  at  the  National. 

Keith  Caudle,  relief  manager  for  Wilmer 
& Vincent  theatres  and  star  bowler  of  the 
Theatre  League,  was  presented  two  tickets 
to  his  own  Colonial  for  rolling  high  score 
at  Haskin’s  Health  Center  . . . Mrs.  Otis 
Kyger,  cashier  at  the  Park,  is  recuperat- 
ing from  an  operation  . . . Stewart  Tucker, 
manager  of  the  State,  spent  a couple  of 
days  in  the  country  . . . Elbert  Grover, 
RKO  salesman,  was  in  town  visiting  ac- 
counts . . . Herbert  Moody,  owner  of  the 
Millwald  in  Wytheville,  is  taking  some 
baths  in  Hot  Springs  . . . The  Town  Coun- 
cil of  Appomattox,  which  includes  John 
Caldwell,  owner  of  the  Lee  Theatre,  has 
raised  the  license  fees  for  circuses  and 
carnivals. 

Herbert  Williams,  son  of  “Pop”  Wil- 
liams, poster  artist  of  Neighborhood  Thea- 
tres, has  joined  the  service  staff  of  the 
State  along  v/ith  James  Ellis  and  Sam 
Pulliam  . . . Peggy  Jackson  is  the  new 
cashier  at  the  Brookland,  succeeding  Mrs. 
Luder,  who  has  moved  to  Aiexandria,  Va. 

. . . Jack  Parrish,  service  staff  of  the 
Colonial,  is  vacationing  at  Buckroe  Beach 
. . . The  State  Corporation  Commission  has 
issued  a charter  to  Harrison  Theatre 
Corp.,  Richmond,  with  capital  of  $15,000 
and  listing  A.  E.  Lichtman  of  Washington 
as  president  . . . Garrett  Leahey,  manager 
of  the  Westhampton,  has  returned  from 
his  vacation. 


^HE  nation’s  capital  was  smitten  with  a 

Hollywood  accent  when  RKO’s  “Nurse 
Edith  Cavell”  was  world  premiered  last 
Friday  at  Keith’s.  Hardie  Meakin  direct- 
ed the  varied  activities  in  commendable 
fashion.  After  a forenoon  arrival,  the 
honored  guests.  Star  Anna  Neagle  and 
Producer-Director  Herbert  Wilcox,  re- 
ceived the  press  at  the  Carlton  Hotel. 
Dinner  was  served  early  in  the  evening  in 
the  Carlton  Room,  with  200  in  attendance 
including  representatives  of  the  British 
Embassy,  drama  critics  of  Washington, 
Baltimore,  Richmond,  Norfolk  and  Roa- 
noke, and  circuit  managers  from  key 
cities.  RKO  was  represented  by  Ralph 
Rowland,  James  Brennan,  Harry  Reiners, 
Charles  Levy,  Branch  Manager  Bob  Fol- 
liard  of  the  local  exchange  and  his  staff. 
Giant  searchlights  drew  a throng  of  film- 
goers. 

Guy  Flannery,  Richlands,  has  set  Octo- 
ber 1 for  the  openmg  of  his  new  house 
to  be  called  “Guy’s”  . . . J.  C.  Hester, 
Chatham,  has  returned  from  his  Florida 
vacation  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Spates, 
Frostburg,  have  returned  from  the  Fair 
. . . The  Harrison  Theatre  of  Bedford 
Amusement  Co.  has  bee^i  sold  to  the 
Lichtman  interests  . . . Art  Soltz,  for- 
merly with  the  Lyceum,  Sparrows  Point, 
has  been  appointed  manager  of  the  new 
bowling  alley  enterprise  in  Essex,  Md.  . . . 
A new  house  is  being  built  in  Parkville. 
Md.  . . . P.  G.  Seiwell  of  Towso^i  and 
Belair  ivas  seen  booking  . . . Elmore  Hems, 
Roanoke,  is  confined  to  his  home  with 
flu  ..  . It  is  reported  Jeff  Hofheimer  of 
Norfolk  is  building  a new  house  in  Cov- 
ington, Va.  . . . Birthday  greetings  to 
Columbia’s  Camilla  “Mac”  Woodson  . . . 
Columbia’s  Claude  Ringer  has  returned 
from  his  vacation  . . . Monogram’s  Buddy 
Hansen  is  heading  for  New  York  and  a 
visit  with  his  family. 

The  RKO  group,  having  finished  sixth 
in  the  George  J.  Schaefer  Drive,  came 
in  for  a slice  of  the  prize  money,  with 


salesmen  and  bookers  receiving  one  week’s 
salary  and  the  remainder  of  the  staff 
one-half  week’s  salary  . . . RKO’s  Archie 
Rose  has  returned  from  a trip  to  Raleigh, 
N.  C.  . . . Reese  Harrington  and  Tom 
Ayers  of  Delaware  visited  the  Row  . . . 
RKO’s  Pat  Burns  spent  the  weekend  in 
New  York  . . . Bernie  Depkin  of  Salem 
has  reopened  the  Galax  Theatre  . . . 
Birthday  greetings  to  Metro’s  Dorothy 
Berman  . . . Johnnie  Garst  of  Martins- 
ville visited  the  exchanges. 

Claude  Rand,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Kennedy,  has  returned  to  his  post,  hav- 
ing recovered  from  a receiit  appendectomy 
. . . Warner’s  Tommy  Maguire  has  re- 
turned to  his  duties  after  taking  the  “step” 
and  honeymooning  at  Atlantic  City  . . . 
Ted  Lohmeyer,  manager  of  Warner’s  Ava- 
lon, was  married  to  Alma  Constance  Huff- 
man, September  16.  Managers  of  Warner 
neighborhood  theatres  and  wives  surprised 
Ted  with  a dimier  party  at  the  Shoreham 
. . . Garfield  Smith,  formerly  a featured 
singer  with  Ben  Bernie  ivho  will  appear 
soon  at  the  Earle,  will  marry  Beth  Thomp- 
son, secretary  to  Jay  Carmody  of  the  Star. 

Birthday  greetings  to  Universal’s  La- 
valle  Forrester,  and,  incidentally,  Lavalle 
is  spending  her  spare  time  perusing  the 
varied  winter  cruise  travelogues  for  that 
belated  vacation  . . . The  capital  was 
treated  to  another  world  premiere  Sep- 
tember 15,  when  Metro’s  “Thunder  Afloat” 
graced  the  screen  of  Loew’s  Capitol.  Film 
deals  with  submarine  warfare  which  play- 
ed a prominent  part  in  the  last  World 
War  with  heavy  casualties  off  the  New 
England  coast.  High  ranking  officials  of 
the  Navy  and  officials  of  the  district  gov- 
ernment were  honored  guests. 

Henry  Hiser  of  the  State,  Bethesda,  has 
launched  a renovatioyi  program  and  will 
change  the  name  of  the  theatre  to  “The 
Hiser”  . . . Sympathy  of  Filmrow  was 
extended  to  Harry  Bachma7i,  Monogram 
branch  manager,  on  the  death  of  his 
father  in  LaJicaster.  Pa. 
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\^ILLIAM  E.  SMALLEY,  head  of  the 
Smalley  chain,  injured  his  back  in  a 
fall  at  Cooperstown,  but  continued  on  the 
job  . . . Lou  Bucken,  Amenia  exhibitor,  and 
Mrs.  Bucken  were  on  Filmrow.  Ditto,  Sid 
Dwore  and  Morris  Silverman,  Schenectady, 
and  Frank  Wieting,  Cobleskill  . . . Number 
of  visiting  exhibitors  during  first  part  of 
September  was  very  small.  Poor  business 
and  new  selling  season  were  causes  ad- 
vanced. Complaints  of  sub  par  Labor  Day 
weekend  trade  were  heard.  Even  cool  and 
rainy  weather  rest  of  that  week  did  not 
seem  to  make  exhibitors  smile  . . . C.  W. 
Landman  of  the  Modern,  Manchester 
Depot,  Vt.,  booked  Marc  Williams,  WGY 
cowboy  singer,  for  a two-day  return  en- 
gagement. Landman  frequently  engages 
radio  artists  as  added  attractions. 

Dan  Nolan,  RKO  home  office  auditor, 
was  at  the  local  exchange  . . . Helen  Doo- 
little, secretary  to  Bernard  Kranze,  RKO 
branch  boss,  split  her  two-week  vacation. 
Abe  Van  Deusen,  assistant  manager  and 
booker,  is  back  from  his  and  working  hard. 
He  predicts  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  will  be 
a very  timely  feature  on  its  release  Sep- 
tember 27.  “The  Day  the  Bookies  Wept,” 
which  had  a special  premiere  at  Saratoga, 
and  “Full  Confession”  were  first  two  RKO 
releases  on  new  season.  Filmrow  boys  and 
exhibitors  say  RKO  closed  the  1938-39 
season  with  strong  product  in  “Bachelor 
Mother,”  “In  Name  Only”  and  “Fifth 
Avenue  Girl”  . . . Lou  Olshen,  Columbia 
cashier,  at  his  desk  on  a sunny  Satur- 
day afternoon  . . . Dan  Houlihan,  20th 
Century-Fox  booker,  would  be  among  the 
leaders  in  a popularity  contest  on  Film- 
row.  A most  likeable  Irishman. 

Bill  Cooper,  Republic  cashier,  took  care 
of  the  booking  while  Mary  Hawkins  va- 
cationed . . . Charles  A.  Smakwitz,  War- 
ner theatre  district  manager,  and  Lou  R. 
Golding,  Fabian  division  manager,  were 
among  the  prominent  Albanians  appoint- 
ed by  Mayor  John  Boyd  Thacher  as  an 
honorary  committee  to  march  in  first  di- 
vision of  parade  staged  by  New  York  de- 
partment of  American  Legion  as  part  of 
its  annual  convention  held  in  Albany  . . . 
Larry  Cowan,  manager  of  Fabian’s  Grand, 
was  aide  to  a division  marshal  in  the  big 
procession.  Cowan  is  a lieutenant  in  U.  S. 
Naval  Reserve  and  is  active  in  veterans’ 
affairs  ...  Irving  Liner,  manager  of  Proc- 
tor’s Troy,  is  another  area  theatreman 
who  served  in  the  World  War.  Liner,  in 
fact,  holds  the  coveted  distinguished  Ser- 
vice Cross  for  extraordinary  heroism  with 
the  famous  “Lost  Battalion”  of  the  78th 
Division.  His  feats  are  retold  in  a recently- 
published  book  on  outstanding  American 
Jews  and  Jewish  cooperation  in  the  con- 
flict. Lafayette  Quinlan  of  Chateugay  is 
one  of  the  exhibitor  veterans.  Quinlan 
still  suffers  from  injuries  received  in  ac- 
tion. 

George  Richardson,  formerly  a salesman 
for  Paramount  in  Albany,  is  reported  to 
be  working  for  Republic  in  the  Syracuse 
territory.  He  is  attached  to  the  Buffalo 
office,  which  Republic  opened  in  mid- 
summer after  Harry  Berkowitz  stepped  out 
as  franchise  holder.  Richardson  was  at 
one  time  a film  peddler  in  the  Boston  area 
. . . Frank  Curley,  brother  of  J.  E.  Curley, 


Warner  Theatres  advertising  manager,  is 
here  from  St.  Louis  for  a two-week  visit 
. . . Frank  Soule,  a Republic  auditor,  has 
been  at  the  local  exchange  . . . Manager 
Arthur  J.  Newman  was  in  New  York  on 
a Fabian  deal. 

M.  A.  Silver,  upstate  Warner  Theatre 
boss,  was  in  New  York  attending  a zone 
managers’  meeting  . . . Ralph  Pielow, 
Metro  manager,  has  his  hand  in  a sling. 
Reported  he  broke  a bone. 

UA  Board  Now  Slated  to 
Meet  on  September  20 

New  York — The  adjourned  UA  board 
meeting,  scheduled  for  Wednesday,  was 
put  over  until  September  20  due  to  the 
absence  of  Mary  Pickford,  who  had  been 
called  out  of  town.  Reports  that  an  ex- 
tension of  Murray  Silverstone’s  contract 
for  another  two  years  had  been  discussed 
at  the  first  meeting  Monday  are  denied. 
Silverstone  has  a five-year  pact  which  has 
more  than  three  years  to  run. 

There  also  was  no  discussion  of  financ- 
ing Alexander  Korda’s  future  production 
plans,  it  is  stated. 

Kallett  Chain  Turns  Back 
Two  Summer  Situations 

Albany — The  Kallett  circuit  has  turned 
back  the  Rex,  Bolton  Landing,  Lake 
George,  to  Alec  Taylor.  Kallett  operates 
the  theatre  during  the  summer  months. 
Taylor  usually  keeps  it  in  operation  until 
December. 

Kallett  also  stepped  out  of  the  Strand, 
new  250-seater  at  Long  Lake,  which  it 
leased  for  the  summer.  A.  Becker  is  the 
owner. 

Fleischmanns,  Catskill  Mountain  resort 
town,  is  another  with  a house  which  Kal- 
lett circuit  runs  during  warm  months. 
However,  the  circuit  op>erates  the  Galli 
Curci  (named  after  the  opera  singer)  in 
nearby  Margaretville  the  year  ’round. 

Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
Buys  Republic  Output 

New  York — Republic  has  closed  a new 
season  deal  with  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  covering  80  houses  in  Minnesota,  North 
and  South  Dakota  and  Wisconsin.  James 
R.  Grainger,  Max  Roth  and  Gilbert 
Nathanson  represented  the  company,  while 
John  Friedl  and  John  Branton  acted  for 
Minnesota. 

Buiialo  Branch  Third  in 
George  Schaeier  Drive 

Buffalo — C.  Boasberg’s  RKO  branch 
here  finished  in  third  place  in  the  George 
Schaefer  Drive.  The  Calgary,  Canada, 
branch  closed  in  first  place;  Detroit  was 
second;  Montreal,  fourth,  and  New  York, 
fifth.  Thirteen  branches  went  over  the 
quota  to  share  in  the  rewards. 


Fretwell  Joins  Papa  Ranks 

Harrisonburg,  Va. — Jack  W.  Fretwell, 
manager  of  the  State  and  Strand  theatres 
here,  is  receiving  congratulations  on  the 
birth  of  an  eight-pound  son  named  Jack 
jr.  Both  mother  and  baby  are  doing  well. 


Seek  License  for  Revised 
Version  of  "Ecstasy" 

Albany — Five  judges  of  the  appellate 
division,  third  department,  sat  in  the 
courtroom,  with  lights  extinguished  and 
curtains  drawn,  to  view  the  revised  ver- 
sion of  “Ecstasy,”  for  which  Eureka  Pro- 
ductions seeks  an  order  directing  board  of 
regents  to  issue  a license. 

The  regents  several  months  ago  upheld 
Irwin  Esmond,  head  of  motion  picture 
division,  state  education  department,  in 
rejecting  the  old  Hedy  Lamarr  film  on 
the  ground  it  was  still  not  fit  for  public 
exhibition.  After  seeing  the  picture,  the 
judges  heard  arguments  by  Henry  Pearl- 
man,  New  York,  attorney  for  Eureka,  and 
Charles  A.  Brind,  chief  of  the  law  division 
of  the  education  department.  Only  a few 
questions  were  asked,  four  of  the  five 
judges  being  familiar  with  the  picture  by 
reason  of  the  fact  it  was  before  them  in 
1937.  At  that  time,  the  appellate  division 
upheld  Dr.  Frank  P.  Graves,  commission- 
er of  education,  and  then  the  review  ap- 
peal authority,  in  concurring  with  Esmond 
that  “Ecstasy”  was  obscene  and  immoral. 

“Harvest"  Also  Awaiting 
Opinion  by  Regents 

Albany — Whether  the  French-made 
“Harvest”  shall  be  licensed  for  exhibition 
in  New  York  state  or  whether  the  rejec- 
tion by  Irwin  Esmond  and  the  state  cen- 
sor board,  on  the  ground  it  is  “immoral 
and  would  tend  to  corrupt  morals,”  shall 
stand,  is  a matter  that  will  be  decided 
after  the  regents’  reviewing  committee 
sees  the  film  screened  in  the  State  Of- 
fice Bldg.,  New  York.  The  report  of  the 
committee,  expected  soon,  undoubtedly  will 
be  decisive  in  the  regents’  action  on  the 
appeal  filed  by  Hays,  Abramson  & Shul- 
man,  120  Broadway.  That  law  firm  gave 
notice  of  appeal  two  weeks  after  the  pic- 
ture division  refused  to  grant  a license.  It 
has  since  filed  a brief  urging  the  re- 
gents to  overrule  Esmond. 

Roger  Marmon  Acquires 
Rensselaer's  Theatre 

Rensselaer,  N.  Y. — Roger  Marmon,  who 
recently  leased  Delmar  Theatre,  Delmar, 
has  added  another,  the  Bright  Spot,  in 
Rensselaer.  Herb  Gardner  formerly  oper- 
ated this  house,  the  only  one  in  a city  of 
12,000  population.  Marmon  is  making  re- 
pairs to  Bright  Spot,  which  operated  week- 
ends last  season.  Like  Delmar,  Rensselaer 
is  a six-day  town.  The  common  council  re- 
cently voted  to  lift  the  ban  on  Sunday 
pictures,  but  Mayor  William  Wright  ve- 
toed the  ordinance.  Marmon,  a compara- 
tively young  exhibitor,  takes  formal  con- 
trol of  Bright  Spot  on  September  21. 

Witman  and  Felder  to 
Open  Pair  in  Bronx 

New  York  — Sig  Witman  and  M.  G. 
Felder  plan  to  reopen  the  Congress  and 
Metro  in  the  Bronx  in  another  fortnight. 
Alterations  are  now  being  made  in  both 
houses.  TMAT  pickets  at  the  New  Vogue 
have  been  removed  following  a settlement 
of  the  dispute  by  the  new  interests. 
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You  wouldn’t  call  this  ^ 
the  modern  waj  to  travel 


Here's  an  important  faet  l<j  remember — 
Hollywood  is  now  prodneing  finer  sound 
than  ever  before — because  movie  fans  de- 


But  are  you  using  an  old-fashioned 
sound  system  on  modern  movies? 


mami  good  sound.  I o properly  reproduce 
it  — and  build  up  your  Imsiness^ — install 


Ncav  RCA  Pliotoplioiie  Magic  Voice 

with  Rotary  Stabilizer  plus  Shock-Proof  Drive 


of  the  Screen 

— available  at  low  cost  to 
theatres  of  every  size! 


I ex's  look  at  facts.  You  can 
-J  show  the  finest  pictures  in  the 
world  — but  you'll  have  empt^  seats 
in  your  theatre  if  the  sound  is  poor. 
Because  nowadays  movie  fans 
know  good  sound  from  bad  — and 
patronize  the  theatre  where  listen- 
ing is  as  much  fun  as  looking. 

Hollywood  knows  this  and  that's 
w by  lh)llyw  ood  puts  such  excellent 
sound  on  its  films.  Hut  how  about 
\ou  — are  you  letting  an  outmoded 
soiinil  '^^stem  hurt  ^ our  takes? 


It  will  pay  you  to  find  out  about 
the  neu  RCi A Photopbone  Magic 
Voice  of  the  Screen.  For  here’s  the 
equipment  built  for  true  reprotlue- 
tion  of  modern  movie  sound.  It’s 
the  tonic  your  box  office  needs.  Ami 
its  low  cost  will  sur{)rise  you,  just 
as  its  many  new  features  will  de- 
light you.  Full  details  from  your 
RCA  Photophone  representative. 

Belter  sound  means  better  box  office  — 
and  RCA  Tubes  mean  better  sound. 


Only  the  New'  Magie  \ oiee 
of  the  Screen  offers  all 


these  Features! 


Tliis  Bpiciulid  new  p«niipnient  gives  you  full 
assurance  of  coiiKtant  hltii  speetl  by  adding 
the  amazing  new  Shock-Proof  Drive  to  the 


why  Buy  Two  Cleaners? 


THE  G-E  MASTER-VAC  WILL  CLEAN 
YOUR  THEATRE  ComfUeieL^ 

You  can  now  buy  one  vacuum  cleaner  which  will  clean  the 
entire  theatre.  The  G-E  Master- Vac  will  clean  your  floor 
carpets,  stair  carpets,  seat  upholstery,  curtains,  drapes,  screen, 
radiator  grills,  etc.  It  will  also  spray  cleaning  fluids,  disin- 
fectants, and  deodorants  on  your  theatre  seats  and  drapes. 


Return  this  coupon  NOW  for  more  information: 
Section  A-9499.  Appliance  and  Merchandise 
Depanment,  General  Electric  Company,  Bridge- 
port, Connecticut 

Please  send  me  the  complete  story  on  the 
G-E  Master-Vac. 

Name 

Address 

City 


HERE’S  WHY  YOU’LL  LIKE  THE  G-E  MASTER-VAC: 


1.  High-speed,  full  ball-bearing  5/8-hp.,  universal  motor 

2.  Operates  on  110  volts,  A-c  or  D-c 

3.  No  heavy  material  passes  the  fan  blades 

4.  Powerful  suction — Strong  blowing  power 

5.  Take  the  motor  right  off  the  tank  and  carry  it  about  as  a 
portable  cleaner. 


WHAT'S  MORE- 


♦Pictures  shown  with  per- 
mission of  New  Warner 
Theatre,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 


THE  PRICE  IS  LOW!! 
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^^Since  installing  your  very  beautiful  American  Bodiform  Chairs 

BUSINESS  HAS  PICKED  UP” 
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B AMERICAN 
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Restful  I Chairs 
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AMERtCA\ 

vionj> 

THEATRE  CHAIRS 


Interior  view  of  the  Palace  Theatre 
Penacook,  N.  H. 


Mr.  IRWIN’S  letter  is  typical  of 
the  many  enthusiastic  comments 
we  are  receiving  from  theatre  managers 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  who  have 
installed  American  Bodiform  chairs. 

Many  theatres  have  broken  their  box 
office  and  economy  records  by  reseating 
with  American  Bodiform  chairs. 


GRAND  RAPIDS.  MICHIGAN 

Pioneers  and  pacemakers  in  theatre,  auditorium,  school, 
church,  stadium  and  transportation  seating 
Branch  Offices  and  Distributors  in  Principal  CAties 
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A Crucial  Period  in  the  Careers 
of  Picture  Showmen 

The  worst  that  can  possibly  happen  to  a business 
man  is  the  loss  of  his  perspective — a thing  so  genu- 
inely necessary  in  showmanship. 

Self-determination — the  ability  to  decide  for  one's 
self  what  is  good,  or  bad,  for  one's  own  business  is  a 
cardinal  requirement  of  successful  theatre  manage- 
ment that  came  very  near  being  lost  in  a shuffle  of 
uncertainties. 

During  the  past  several  years  and  until  recently,  the 
object  of  our  commercial  affections,  the  movie  fan,  has 
been  forced  to  observe  far  too  much  fiddling  and 
fumbling  with  the  forensic  problem:  What  does  the 
public  want? 

Through  a distorted  perspective  or  a disinclination 
to  dope  out  their  own  particular  formula  for  the  restor- 
ation of  the  movie-going  habit,  many  theatre  owners 
have  kept  their  boxoffices  continually  behind  the  eight- 
ball. 

In  the  sequence  of  much  resultant  confusion  the 
small  voice  of  reasoning  aroused  the  proposition  that 
House  Appeal,  after  all,  might  be  an  answer  to  the 
problem.  A few  heard  and  acted  on  the  suggestion. 
Many  others  have  followed  suit. 

Despite  political  uncertainties  and  economic  dis- 
turbances of  the  current  year,  it  bids  fair  to  outstrip  any 
of  the  past  five  years  in  number  of  new  theatres  con- 
structed. Cases  of  old  theatres  modernized  are  also 
comparably  high. 

The  theatre  industry  is  now  speedily  emerging  from 
a crucial  period — a past  from  which  it  learned  some- 
thing the  hard  way.  The  perspicacity  for 
which  real  showmanship  is  noted  is  re- 
appearing. The  movie-going  habit  is  be- 
ing revived  in  a most  practical  manner. 

September  16, 1939 


By  Ansel 


The  temper  of  a tool  and  the  facility 
with  which  it  performs  its  task.  The 
length  of  its  life  and  personal  satis- 
faction we  may  derive  from  its  use  are 
matters  of  concern  to  most  of  us. 

Our  own  particular  tool  of  craftsman- 
ship is  a lowly  lead  pencil  and  as  we  ply 
it  here,  we  cannot  escape  its  importance 
as  an  instrument  of  service  to  us  in  our 
daily  battle  for  bread.  That  it  cost  us 
only  a nickel  does  not  negative  its  vital 
importance  to  us. 

There  is  more  in  common  between  this 
little  piece  of  wood-encased  graphite,  the 
instrument  of  our  profession,  and  certain 
other  tools  we  shall  write  about,  than 
many  of  you  might  imagine.  We  selected 
it  with  entirely  as  much  care  and  con- 
sideration for  its  usefulness  as  you  your- 
self may  have  exercised  in  choosing  some 
of  the  more  vital  instruments  of  your 
particular  calling. 

Point  of  Discussion 
In  fact,  we’ve  known  theatre  owners — 
plenty  of  them — who  paid  even  less  atten- 
tion to  the  aptitude  and  use  values  of  the 
sound  equipment  they  purchased  than  we 
put  into  the  selection  of  this  little  yellow 
pencil.  Which,  as  you  may  already  have 
surmised,  will  be  our  point  of  discussion. 

It  is  definitely  not  our  desire  or  inten- 
tion to  arouse  distrust  in  the  minds  of 
our  readers  nor  to  further  encourage  the 
carping  buyer  to  become  more  picayunish 
in  his  purchase  of  equipment  than  any 
smart  buyer  should  be.  We  do,  however, 
want  to  encourage  with  all  our  might  the 
intelligent  buying  (and  selling)  of  sound 


M.  Moore 


equipment.  The  aptitude  of  the  product 
is  all-important. 

So  that  we  may  not  be  accused  of 
spouting  from  our  own  ideas  and  imagina- 
tions regarding  the  aptitude  of  various 
instruments  for  the  reproduction  of  sound 
in  theatres,  we  must  inform  you  that  we’ve 
received  our  information  from  authentic 
sources. 

Furthermore,  before  we  take  up  the  sub- 
ject of  tools,  may  we  make  the  broad  and 
well-substantiated  assertion  that  good 
sound  reception  within  your  theatre  starts 
— not  with  your  astute  selection  of  the 
mechanical  equipment  you  intend  to  in- 
stall, but — with  the  draughting  of  blue- 
prints for  your  theatre. 

'The  Acoustic  Angle 

The  acoustical  efficiency  of  your  plant 
should  be  planned  by  an  architect  whose 
familiarity  with  the  technical  application 
and  limitations  of  sound  instruments  can 
safely  be  assumed.  It  is  up  to  your  archi- 
tect and  you  to  prepare  the  acoustic  prop- 
erties of  the  premises  properly  and  in  this 
preliminary  step  you’ll  find  worthwhile 
manufacturers  of  materials  and  equipment 
most  willing  to  cooperate. 

Many  excellent  surfacing  materials  for 
sound  control  are  at  hand  and  capable 
theatre  architects  and  engineers  know  how 

This  streamlined  case  contains  the 
most  important  elements  of  a modern 
system  for  transmitting  tiny  sound 
tracks  into  life-like  audibility. 


to  use  them  in  this  vital  stage  of  preparing 
for  maximum  efficiency  from  the  mechan- 
ical instruments  for  sound  reproduction. 

Sound  equipment  manufacturers  have 
attempted  and  accomplished  much  during 
recent  years  to  overcome  the  stiff  handi- 
caps of  poor  acoustical  conditions  in  our 
theatres  but  in  the  final  analysis  it  must 
be  realized  that  perfect  or  even  near  per- 
fect sound  reproduction  is  not  possible 
unless  correct  acoustic  conditions  prevail. 

And  now  let’s  consider  certain  of  the 
vital  characteristics  of  the  modern  sound 
system — the  essential  points  of  aptitude  to 
be  considered  in  the  selection  of  instru- 
ments to  meet  the  requirements  of  theatre 
patronage  today.  The  three  major  ele- 
ments of  a sound  system — reproducer,  am- 
plifier and  speaker — will  be  discussed  in 
the  order  given. 

The  Sound  Head 

Some  of  the  more  important  require- 
ments for  the  sound  head  are: 

(a)  It  should  have  full  and  complete 
stabilizing  provision  for  constancy  of  film 
motion. 

( b ) It  should  have  ball  bearings  through- 
out for  long  life  and  trouble-free  service. 

(c)  No  chains  or  belts  should  be  used — 
quiet  gear  drive  is  to  be  preferred. 

(d)  It  should  have  oil-proof  optical 
assemblies. 

(e)  An  effective  shockless  drive  should 
be  used  to  eliminate  mechanical  disturb- 
ances originating  in  the  gear  drive  and 
train. 

(f)  It  should  have  incorporated  in  its 
construction  suitable  provisions  for  oil 
drainage  of  both  projector  and  sound  head. 

(g)  A rubber  cushion  mounting  should 
be  used  for  elimination  of  all  possible  vi- 
bration. 

ih)  No  stationary  film  surfaces  should 
be  used. 

The  Amplifier 

Some  of  the  vital  requirements  for  mod- 
ern amplifier  equipment  are  these: 

(a)  It  should  have  true  high  fidelity 
frequency  range. 

(b)  It  should  have  an  adequate  reserve 
of  distortionless  power. 

(c)  It  should  have  conveniently  located 
standby  features  for  emergency  operation. 

(d)  There  should  be  a centralized  ar- 
rangement for  minimum  of  inter-appara- 
tus wiring  and  conduit. 

(e)  There  should  be  a conveniently  lo- 
cated and  positive  contact  volume  and 
changeover  control. 

(f)  All  parts  and  tubes  should  be  con- 
servatively rated. 

The  Speaker 

Some  of  the  basic  requirements  for  the 
modern  speaker  equipment  are: 

(a)  It  should  be  a “two-way”  system 

for  maximum  ability  to  handle  all  fre- 
quencies. ; 

(b)  The  high  frequency  horn  should  be 
of  true  cellular  construction  and  have  the 
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correct  horn  spread  for  proper  coverage 
of  the  auditorium. 

(c)  The  high  frequency  speaker  units 
must  be  ruggedly  constructed  to  with- 
stand large  amounts  of  power  and  at  the 
same  time  they  should  have  a delicate 
diaphragm  in  order  to  respond  faithfully 
to  the  very  highest  tones. 

(d)  The  low  frequency  baffle  should  be 
of  ample  and  rugged  construction. 

(ei  The  low  frequency  speaker  units 
should  respond  faithfully  to  extremely  low 
tones  and  reproduce  them  without  placing 
emphasis  on  any  one  single  frequency. 

(f)  The  low  frequency  response  must 
be  smooth  in  order  to  secure  pleasing  mu- 
sical reproduction. 

(g)  There  should  be  an  emergency 
standby  feature  to  allow  operation  on  the 
low  frequency  baffle  only  and  this  standby 
arrangement  must  be  controllable  from 
the  projection  room. 

The  foregoing  practically  covers,  in  non- 
technical terms,  the  critical  constituents 
of  a modern  sound  system.  By  “modern” 
is  meant  that  sort  of  system  designed  to 
reproduce  all  the  modern  effects  of  movie- 
making and  bring  out  in  faithful  detail 
what  present  recording  methods  have  put 
on  the  film. 

Institutional  Aspects 

Now  that  we’ve  considered  the  prepara- 
tion for  and  the  tools  with  which  to  turn 
out  acceptable  sound  reception,  let’s  turn 
for  a moment  to  the  institutional  or  “House 
Appeal”  advantages  of  a modern  sound 
system  in  the  aggregate.  A few  paragraphs 
devoted  to  the  reason  and  need  for  sharper 
and  more  efficient  tools  certainly  would 
not  be  amiss. 

Modern  sound  equipment  does  much  to 
maintain  the  patrons’  comfort  sensation  at 
a high  point  by  eliminating  raspy  and 
blaring  sound  and  unintelligible  dialogue. 
This  comfort  sensation  is  obviously  the 
result  of  numerous  factors  such  as  com- 
fortable seats,  air  conditioning,  adequate 
lighting,  good  sound,  sanitation,  and  so 
forth.  The  impairment  of  any  one  of 
these  features  may  have  a seriously  dis- 
tracting effect. 

Modern  sound  equipment  will  bring  out 
the  dramatic  and  aesthetic  values  which 
Hollywood  is  incorporating  more  and  more 
in  sound  tracks.  Inadequate  sound  equip- 
ment will  introduce  many  forms  of  dis- 
tortion and  leave  the  patrons  vaguely  con- 


Cover  Illustration 

An  intimate  view  of  the  most  vital 
organ  of  a modern  theatre  sound  sys- 
tem. The  modern  sound  head  with  its 
remarkably  simplified  mechanism  rep- 
resents an  outstanding  achievement 
of  scientific  engineering  practice.  In 
the  streamlined  design  of  its  encase- 
ment and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  merged  into  the  mechanism  of 
the  modern  picture  projector,  of  which 
it  is  now  an  integral  part,  it  presents 
an  outstanding  example,  typical  of 
progress  in  the  current  production  of 
Sound  Equipment,  to  which  this  issue 
is  dedicated.  (Photo  courtesy  Electrical 
Research  Products,  Inc.) 


TOOLS 

Pictured  at  right  and  presented  here 
through  the  courtesy  of  RCA  Photophone 
are  some  of  the  newest  tools  for  theatre 
sound  transmission.  Reading  from  top 
downward: 

( 1 ) A new  streamlined  amplifier  rack 
designed  by  John  Vassos  and  Lynn  Brod- 
ton,  famous  industrial  artists,  for  im- 
proved efficiency,  appearance  and  con- 
venience in  the  operation  of  sound. 

(2)  The  rotary  stabilizer  which  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  modern  sound  head. 
Its  efficiency  has  been  further  stepped  up 
in  modern  systems  by  the  introduction  of 
a new  shock-proof  driving  mechanism. 

(3)  The  integral  gear  box  assembly 
which  keeps  gears  in  the  modern  sound 
head  running  in  an  oil  bath.  An  oil  indica- 
tor tells  the  operator  when  additional 
lubricant  is  required. 

<4)  The  mechanism  which  provides  the 
shock-proof  drive  for  the  rotary  stabilizer 
in  the  modern  sound  head.  Isolation  of 
the  constant-speed  sprocket  shaft  and 
drive  gear  from  the  gear  train  and  driv- 
ing apparatus  is  effected  to  abolish  gear 
backlash  transmission. 

(5)  Two  other  recent  developments  in 
streamlined  sound  head  construction  are 
shown  here.  Also  shown  is  the  mechan- 
ism for  focusing  and  locking  the  optical 
system  (right). 


scious  of  some  decided  shortcoming  in  the 
presentation  of  the  picture. 

Modern  sound  equipment,  because  of 
its  pleasing  appearance  and  many  new 
operating  features,  builds  up  in  the  pro- 
jectionist a pride  with  the  resultant  in- 
creased efforts  on  his  part  to  perfect  the 
presentation. 

Modern  sound  equipment  contains  emer- 
gency features  which  make  it  almost  im- 
possible to  experience  appreciable  shut- 
downs, with  resultant  loss  of  profits  and 
prestige. 

Anent  Maintenance 

Last,  but  not  of  less  importance,  the 
matter  of  maintenance  must  not  be  over- 
looked. Regular  and  routine  inspection  of 
the  tools  provides  the  best  possible  in- 
surance against  dullness  or  drop  in  the 
efficiency  of  performance. 

Sound  equipment  output  deterioration 
is  fortunately  quite  slow  under  normal 
conditions  of  operation.  But  therein  lies 
a point  for  precaution.  Depi’eciation  of 
sound  quality  creeps  on  slowly  and  the 
gradual  cumulative  result  thus  escapes  the 
attention  of  management:  whereas  the 
patron  is  more  quick  to  note  and  censure 
the  performance  by  comparison  with  other 
theatres.  Frequent  testing,  inspection  and 
“truing  up”  are  necessary  to  sustain  a 
high  standard  of  sound  equipment  effi- 
ciency. 

Since  sound  affects  one  of  the  most 
acute  senses  of  the  theatre  patron  need 
we  elaborate  further  on  the  fitness  of 
instruments  by  which  it  may  be  furnished? 
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By  Helen  Kent 


business  houses  in  town  closed  one 
evening  and  the  owners,  wives, 
families  and  employes  attended  a show 
in  a body  as  a friendly  gesture.”  So  sprake 
Ray  E.  Coats,  owner  of  the  new  theatre 
in  Bowen,  111.,  and  he  continued:  “I  think 
that  was  rather  unique  for  any  town  re- 
gardless of  its  size.” 


It  could  only  have  happened  in  a smaH 
town — Bowen  is  home  to  less  than  1.000 
people — but  it  serves  to  indicate  the  fine 
support  a satisfied  populace  will  give  a 
theatre  which  provides  what  they  want 
and  demand  in  the  way  of  entertainment 
and  nice  surroundings  in  which  to  view  it. 


This  is  the  spirit  which  is  cultivated  in 
many  small-town  situations  today  by  the- 
atre owners  who  court  success  in  competi- 
tion with  good  highways  to  larger  cities. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  cooperation  which  busi- 
ness-people in  small  towns  desire  for  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  entire  commun- 
ity. If  the  small-town  theatre  provides 
all  its  townsfolk  could  want  in  the  way  of 
refinement  and  simple  enjoyment,  the 
entire  town  with  its  other  business  projects 


prospers  by  keeping  the  community  intact 
and  inviting  even  to  outsiders. 

A Pioneering  Project 
There  had  been  no  theatre  in  Bowen, 
111.,  prior  to  the  opening  of  Ray  Coats’ 
new  house  and  naturally  the  populace  took 
great  interest  in  its  erection  and  even- 
tual bid  for  patronage.  Nor  had  Mr.  Coats 
been  in  show  business  before.  As  he  points 
out.  he’s  been  in  the  theatre  business  just 
since  June  10,  1939,  the  date  of  opening 
his  theatre  in  Bowen. 

Prior  to  becoming  a member  of  the  show- 
men’s fraternity,  Ray  Coats  had  taught 
school  for  the  past  13  years.  For  ten  of 
these  years  he  was  in  the  science  depart- 


The  auditorium  of  Coats’  cozy  little 
theatre  is  neatly  decorated  and  acous- 
tically treated  unth  a modern  interior 
finish  in  a pleasing  plank  and  tile  for- 
mation. Of  particular  note  is  its  com- 
fortable seating,  the  like  of  which  is 
found  in  some  of  our  largest  and  finest 
theatres. 


ment  of  the  Lewistown 
High  School,  Lewis- 
town,  111.,  specializing 
in  the  subject  of 
physics.  With  regard 
to  prospects  in  his 
newly  chosen  profes- 
sion, Mr.  Coats  had 
this  to  say:  “Very 
good — I have  every 
reason  to  believe  this. 

Otherwise  it  would 
have  been  veiy  foolish 
of  me  to  resign  from 
a good  teaching  position  in  one  of  the  best 
schools  in  the  state.” 

Business  has  indeed  been  very  good  in 
the  new  theatre,  steadily  increasing  since 
its  opening  notwithstanding  the  hot  weath- 
er. The  theatre,  which  is  to  be  named 
by  the  patrons  soon,  draws  upon  a radius 
of  25  miles  or  more  for  patronage,  pre- 
sents two  shows  nightly  and  has  four 
changes  of  program  a week.  It  is  operated 
by  Mr.  Coats  with  the  assistance  of  his 
mother  and  sister  Anna,  and  a boy  and 
girl,  high  school  students,  serve  as  ushers. 

Typical  of  small -town  showmen  who  find 
it  pays  to  be  vitally  interested  and  active 
in  civic  affairs,  Ray  Coats  is  a valued 
member  of  the  Business  Men’s  Club  of 
Bowen  as  well  as  his  Masonic  lodge.  He 
is  an  ardent  traveler,  preferring  the  West 
by  automobile,  and  professes  his  great  in- 
terest in  photography  as  a hobby.  He 
speaks  with  pride  of  some  8,000  full  color 
“stills”  taken  with  a 16mm  movie  camera, 
which  is  no  mean  accomplishment  for  an 


As  yet  nameless,  hut  waiting  to  be 
christened  by  its  patrons,  the  front  en- 
trance of  Ray  Coats’  little  cinema  at 
Bowen,  Illinois,  is  modern  in  both  ef- 
fect and  efficiency.  The  marquee  will 
be  completed  and  a main  sign  added 
after  the  name  is  chosen  by  the  public. 

amateur  cameraman. 

Has  the  Right  Ideas 
To  start  things  off  peremptorily,  we 
asked  Mr.  Coats  his  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  old  question  as  to  whether  a thea- 
tre situated  in  a small  town  or  in  a neigh- 
borhood locality  should  be  any  less  attrac- 
tive than  a house  in  the  downtown  sec- 
tion of  a larger  city.  Just  as  we  expected, 
from  our  appraisal  of  his  new  theatre,  he 
replied:  “No.  People  will  soon  learn  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  travel  far  when  they 
can  get  as  good  or  better  entertainment 
from  their  local  theatre.  Usually  the  mon- 
etary saving  is  worth  their  considera- 
tion, also.” 

He  continued:  “A  good-looking,  well- 
regulated  and  well-equipped  theatre  is  in- 
deed important.  Today  people  expect  the 
best  in  everything.  And  they  are  always 
happy  when  they  can  take  their  friends 
to  a theatre  that  has  the  best  to  offer.” 
He  then  remarked  that  the  hardest  com- 
petition now  facing  the  small-town  or 
neighborhood  house  he  could  imagine  is  “a 
better  theatre  in  the  same  neighborhood 
or  one  very  close.”  With  which  even  old- 
timers  in  the  business  undoubtedly  will 
agree. 

With  regard  to  upkeep  for  attractive- 
ness, sanitation,  comfort  and  general  ef- 
ficiency of  the  theatre,  any  theatre,  Mr. 
Coats  had  this  to  say:  “The  theatre  must 
be  cleaned  thoroughly  every  day,  regard- 
less of  the  attendance.  A clean  theatre 
is  expected  by  the  public.  Besides,  first 
class  projection  and  mechanical  operation 
can  only  be  expected  when  the  equipment 
is  properly  maintained.” 

His  ideas  on  “good  housekeeping”  were 
positive  and  primarily  he  stressed  the 
points  that  “plate  glass  should  be  kept 
spotless  and  rugs  should  be  cleaned  with  a 
vacuum  cleaner  several  times  a week.” 
As  for  modernizing  with  the  times  and 
re-equipping  the  property  as  needed,  he 
remarked:  “This  is  always  a good  idea 
since  it  produces  the  correct  psychological 
stimulus  for  better  business.” 

When  theatre  improvements  are  made, 
Mr.  Coats  is  emphatic  in  his  statement 
that  they  should  be  advertised  and  ex- 
ploited to  the  public  as  an  attraction.  He 
believes  any  improvement  in  comfort  and 


convenience  should  be  emphasized  and  it 
is  his  suggestion  to  exhibitors  that  they 
“advertise  widely  and  well.”  In  this  con- 
nection, he  cited  the  fact  that  quality 
as  well  as  quantity  is  essential  in  property 
maintenance  improvements  and  added, 
“Unique  methods  of  exploitation  should  be 
employed  more  in  the  smaller  towns.” 

Favors  Budget  Method 

When  asked  if  he  favored  budgeting  for 
theatre  maintenance,  or  establishing  a 
yearly  upkeep  and  improvement  fund  based 
on  the  theatre’s  current  rate  of  income, 
he  replied:  “Yes,  careful  budgeting  is  very 
essential  to  the  success  of  any  modern 
business,  and  this  seems  to  be  true  espe- 
cially of  show  business.  Theatre  attrac- 
tiveness is  of  more  importance  than  ever 
before  because  more  people  attend  the 
theatre  and  they  use  the  beautiful  ‘sets’  in 
the  picture  as  standards  by  which  to  judge 
the  more  tangible  things  they  see  in  the 
theatre  itself. 

“It’s  just  good  business  for  the  theatre 
owner  to  provide  maximum  comfort  and 
convenience  for  his  patrons,  such  things 
as  air  conditioning,  nicely  furnished  lounge 
facilities,  comfortable  seats,  fine  carpets 
and  so  forth.  More  people  are  employing 
these  conveniences  in  their  homes  and 
they  have  come  to  expect  and  demand  the 
same  from  the  theatre.  Finding  a good- 
looking  theatre  front,  well  lighted  and 
promisingly  displayed,  is  also  important. 
These  are  things  which  help  pre-sell  a few 
hours  of  good  entertainment.” 

Ray  Coats’  theatre  is  an  intimate  small 
playhouse,  unpretentious  and  simple  in 
design  and  decor  to  appeal  to  the  class 
of  patronage  found  in  the  small  western 
Illinois  town.  It  seats  only  204  persons, 
but  they  are  made  comfortable  and  en- 
tertained enjoy  ably  in  every  respect  that 
modern  theatre  design,  construction  and 
furnishing  can  provide. 

The  front,  not  yet  completed  when  pic- 
tures were  submitted  for  this  presentation, 
will  be  brilliantly  illuminated  by  a neon 
name-sign  to  be  placed  above  the  marquee 
after  the  theatre  has  been  officially  chris- 
tened by  the  townsfolk  who  will  select 
its  name.  Display  is  now  carried  quite 
effectively  in  large  plate-glass  windows 
which  separate  the  outer  lobby  from  the 
street  entrance. 

Functional  Effects 

Three  tones  of  aqua  blue  accentuated 
by  magenta  and  ivory  form  the  color 
scheme  for  the  lobby,  which  is  visible  from 
the  street.  'The  boxoffice  is  located  in 
this  portion  of  the  house  and  it  provides 
a decorative  element  also  with  comple- 
mentary decoration  and  large  plate-glass 


window  expanses.  Its  equipment  consists 
of  the  latest  model  ticket  register  and 
coin  changer  for  efficient  handling  of 
patronage  at  this  point. 

The  auditorium  of  the  new  theatre  of- 
fers a fitting  example  of  economical  de- 
sign, construction  and  decoration  gained 
through  application  of  modern  materials 
and  furnishings.  Beauty  of  decorative  ef- 
fect and  correctness  of  acoustical  condi- 
tions were  guaranteed  by  use  of  sound- 
absorbent  fibre  board  in  unique  plank  and 
tile  formation.  The  natural  buff  and  ivory 
tones  of  this  modern  material  form  the 
basic  color  scheme  and  this  also  denotes 
economy  of  application. 

Lighting  in  the  auditorium  creates  a 
pleasing  atmosphere.  Ceiling  lights  are 
amber  and  attractive  sidewall  fixtures  are 
of  tubular  amber  glass  illuminated  by  deep 
blue  bulbs.  Carpeting  in  the  wide  center 
aisle  is  another  decorative  element  which 
brings  a note  of  beauty  and  luxury  into 
the  scheme  of  things  at  this  small  house. 
The  carpet  is  of  modern  design  in  har- 
monizing colors  and  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  was  sensibly  laid  over  thick  padding 
for  prolonged  life  and  further  elimination 
of  noise,  its  richness  is  increased  many 
times. 

'Tlie  seating  installation  in  Ray  Coats’ 
theatre  is  especially  worthy  of  note  inas- 
much as  this  patron  appeal  factor  elicited 
more  than  ordinary  concern  from  the  own- 
er. Realizing  that  seating  comfort  was 
second  only  to  picture  product  presentation 
in  the  conduct  of  a successful  theatre, 
Mr.  Coats  provided  the  finest  seating  he 
could  secure  in  this  respect.  With  heav- 
ily padded  backs  upholstered  in  coral  and 
black  patterned  corduroy  material  and  re- 
silient spring  cushioned  seats,  the  chairs 
not  only  feature  comfort  but  are  also  a 
decorative  factor  in  this  hospitable  part 
of  the  theatre. 

Safety  features  such  as  metal-rimmed 
chair  backs  and  light-toned  arm  rests  are 
incorporated  in  the  seating  installation. 
Decorative  aisle-lights  at  frequent  intervals 
were  likewise  provided.  The  auditorium 
floor  was  sloped  correctly  and  this  together 
with  ample  leg-room  between  chair  rows 
insures  each  patron  a “best  seat  in  the 
house.” 

Air  conditioning  for  the  new  theatre  is 
supplied  by  a system  which  includes  a 
large  blower  that  is  able  to  change  all  air 
in  the  auditorium  in  less  than  two  minutes 
and  cooling  is  accomplished  by  coils  which 
circulate  cold  water  pumped  from  a deep 
well  at  the  rear  of  the  building.  The  cooled 
and  purified  air  is  distributed  in  the  the- 
atre through  two  large  grilles,  passes 
through  the  auditorium  and  is  exhausted 
through  two  ducts  at  the  front  of  the 
house.  The  same  distribution  system  is  to 
be  used  for  heating  during  the  winter. 

Features  Fine  Projection 

Ray  Coats,  with  his  background  of  scien- 
tific knowledge  and  avowed  hobby  of  pho- 
tography, most  naturally  placed  projection 
and  sound  reproduction  foremost  in  his 
considerations  of  entrance  into  the  motion 
picture  exhibition  field.  For  this  reason, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  his  theatre  al- 
though small  in  capacity  is  equipped  with 
the  finest  projection  and  sound  equipment 
available  for  the  type  of  house  it  repre- 
sents. 

Purchasing  the  latest  developments  of 
(Continued  on  page  42) 
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ECENTLY  somewhat  of  a sensation 
Jlr^  was  created  within  certain  quarters 
of  the  motion  picture  industry  by 
the  introduction  of  a new  portable  sound 
recorder  for  use  on  location.  No  extrava- 
gant claims  heralded  the  mechanism’s  per- 
formance, and  no  ten-letter  words  prom- 
ised the  “ultimate-in-sound”  to  the  ears 
of  the  world.  For,  in  this  development, 
the  engineers  had  striven  to  attain  a dif- 
ferent objective.  So  successfully  was  it 
reached  that  despite  the  absence  of  fan- 
fare, recording  men  took  just  one  look  at 
the  new  instrument  and  blinked  in  honest 
amazement!  They  beheld,  at  long  last,  a 
really  portable  recorder — one  that  weighs 
but  a fraction  of  the  first  model! 

When  sound  recording  for  motion  pic- 
tures came  into  being  some  twelve  years 
ago,  one  of  the  first  tasks  confronting 
sound  engineers — and  one  of  the  most  ur- 
gent— was  that  of  devising  a portable 
mechanism  for  recording  sound-on-film. 
Long  had  the  public  palate  been  whetted 
by  a movie  fare  made  up  of  shots  taken 
in  the  great  open  spaces  and  it  would  tol- 
erate no  change  in  flavor.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Main  Street  wanted  sounds  recorded  out- 
of-doors,  and  with  characteristic  impa- 
tience, they  demanded  them  right  now! 

Studios  Started  Trucking 

So  the  technical  boys  went  into  the 
trucking  business.  Time  did  not  permit 
the  development  of  a truly  portable  job 
so,  as  an  emergency  expedient,  they  pro- 
cured a grade  A moving  van  and  loaded 
it  with  a regular  studio  recorder,  proper- 
ly modified. 

Into  the  truck  they  shoved  or  built  a 
mixing  panel  which  for  function  and  size 
rivalled  the  console  of  a pipe  organ.  Next 
they  packed  in  an  endless  array  of  cables, 
speed  controls,  switchboards,  and  the  re- 
cording machine  itself.  Then  came  a host 
of  miscellaneous  gadgets  ranging  from  tire- 
irons  to  microscopes — all  topped  off  with 
thirty  or  forty  storage  batteries  and  a 
young  power  plant  to  generate  the  juice. 

If  the  director  wanted  a rush  showing 
Loy  in  a canoe  yielding  to  the  charms  of 
Gable,  he  shot  it  from  the  deck  of  a ferry- 
boat! As  one  rather  academic  producer 
wailed  back  in  1927:  “This  instrument  rep- 
resents a definite  handicap  in  maintain- 
ing as  far  as  possible  the  desired  free- 
dom of  action  to  which  we,  the  creators 
of  silent  motion  pictures,  have  become  ac- 
customed.” And  no  voice  was  raised 
against  him. 

So,  the  engineers  went  to  work.  In  the 
following  years,  during  which  improve- 
ments in  the  quality  of  sound  were  em- 
phasized, the  designers  also  strove  dili- 


gently on  the  problem  of  reducing  bulki- 
ness  and  the  weight  of  location  equip- 
ment. But  they  would  accept  no  idea 
which  in  any  way  lowered  the  standards 
of  the  sound  track.  Because  then,  as  now, 
most  of  the  “takes”  for  feature  pictures 
were  made  on  studio  equipment  and  sub- 
sequently these  were  inter-cut  with  shots 
made  on  location.  Any  departure  in  tonal 
value  of  films  made  by  the  two  methods 
could  instantly  be  detected  by  theatre 
patrons.  Both  tracks  had  to  sound  alike. 

Motors  Shed  Weight 

One  of  the  first  elements  to  shed  weight 
was  the  motor-driving  apparatus.  It  had 
been  borrowed  from  the  early  days  of  disc 
recording.  In  that  process,  the  camera  and 
recorder  started  in  synchronism  and  at- 
tained full  speed  in  step — a requirement 
calling  for  heavy,  complex  machinery.  In 
film  recording,  the  camera  and  recorder 
could  start  independently  since  any  loss 
of  synchronism  in  the  beginnings  or  end- 
ings of  the  film  could  be  snipped  off  in 
the  cutting  room.  The  “scene”  camera 
and  the  “sound”  camera  needed  to  tread 
in  lock-step  only  during  the  actual  “take.” 
So,  small,  constant-speed  motors  with  spe- 
cial synchronizing  windings  were  developed 
to  meet  this  less  stringent  requirement  and 
away  went  hundreds  of  pounds. 

As  a result  of  this  and  several  lesser 
savings  all  bearing  fruit  at  about  the  time 
the  stock  market  hit  bottom,  the  weight 
of  a complete  equipment  had  been  re- 
duced well  below  1,000  pounds — which  was 
distributed  among  a half  dozen  or  so 
portable  cases.  And  so  ably  had  the  en- 
gineers worked  that  in  terms  of  recorded 
quality,  the  system  could  compete  with 
studio  equipments. 

Along  Came  “Moly” 

But  the  engineers  kept  everlastingly 
whittling  away.  Not  long  after  the  in- 
troduction of  this  half -ton  recorder,  the 
industry  began  to  hear  more  and  more 
about  two  trick  metals.  One  of  these, 
molybdenum,  when  drawn  into  wire  much 
finer  than  a human  hair  and  coiled  in- 
side a vacuum  tube  to  form  a “screen 
grid”  enabled  the  sound  engineers  to  toss 
out  many  additional  pounds  of  amplifier. 
After  a good  shot  of  “moly”  one  sluggard 
vacuum  tube  would  do  the  work  of  three! 

The  second  metal,  or  rather  mixture  of 
metals  called  an  alloy,  proved  equally 
amazing.  For  many  years,  artists  had 
prized  the  beautiful  tints  of  blue  derived 
from  the  oxide  of  cobalt.  Its  chief  value 
rested  in  the  fact  that  this  oxide  made 
good  paint.  Little  else  of  practical  use- 
fulness was  known  about  the  metal  except 
that  it  melted  with  great  difficulty  and 


Film  actress  Mary  Shannon  and  K.  F. 
Morgan,  commercial  manager  of  Erpi, 
demonstrate  the  new  super-portable 
sound  recording  channel  which,  it  is 
said,  stole  the  show  at  a recent  conven- 
tion of  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engi- 
neers in  Hollywood. 

could  be  attracted  to  a magnet — a prop- 
erty which  interested  the  engineers. 

Magnets  are  all  important  to  the  re- 
cording mechanism  because,  when  coupled 
with  other  apparatus,  they  are  instrumen- 
tal in  transforming  air-borne  sound  waves 
into  electrical  sound  currents  and  vice 
versa.  The  objective  of  the  scientists  was 
to  cause  tiny  permanent  magnets  to  pull 
with  the  same  force  as  large  electromag- 
nets. Cobalt,  they  discovered,  would  do 
for  their  magnets  of  ordinary  steel  what 
spinach  does  for  Popeye. 

With  it,  not  only  could  the  magnets  lift 
many  times  their  own  weight  but  when 
two  were  set  in  opposition,  the  upper  mag- 
net would  actually  float  in  air;  would  ap- 
pear to  defy  the  law  of  gravity.  In  other 
words,  cobalt-steel  could  push  as  well  as 
pull!  With  these  new  magnets,  micro- 
phones shrank  from  the  size  of  dinner 
pails  to  the  dimensions  of  a billiard  ball. 

A Diet  of  Cobalt 

Another  vital  element  of  the  recording 
machine — the  light  valve  which  converts 
sound  currents  into  light  vibrations  for 
photographing  the  sound  track — also  lost 
weight  when  put  on  a reducing  diet  of 
cobalt.  Of  greater  importance,  however, 
were  the  many  pounds  saved  through  the 
elimination  of  power  supply  apparatus. 
Cobalt-steel  magnets,  in  contrast  with  pre- 
viously used  electro-magnets,  require  no 
electrical  supply  for  their  operation. 

In  the  meantime,  of  course,  other  re- 
finements were  taking  place  on  many  dif- 
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ferent  fronts.  Aluminum-alloy  replaced 
angle-iron  structures.  Cables  sheathed  in 
lead  gave  away  to  cords  encased  by  lacy 
jackets  of  spun  copper.  Tube  sockets  were 
simplified  and  the  rubber  truck-tires  be- 
came suitcase  handles.  These,  and  scores 
of  other  ingenious  improvements  all  helped 
the  engineers  to  achieve  their  goal  of  ex- 
treme portability.  Then,  a few  weeks  ago, 
ERPI,  the  leading  exponent  of  weight  re- 
duction, demonstrated  its  super-portable 
recorder. 

The  new  system  weighs  less  than  150 
pounds — two  small  cabinets  enclose  the 
entire  equipment — and  one  strong  man 
can  pick  it  up  and  carry  it  away! 

The  motion  picture  exhibitor,  and  his 
patrons,  may  well  ask — how  does  this 
greatly  simplified  equipment  affect  final 
results  in  the  theatre?  Well — the  quality 
of  the  results  in  terms  of  fidelity  or  nat- 
uralness, will  not  differ  from  that  re- 
corded on  studio  equipment.  In  the  pro- 
duction of  scenes  composed  largely  of  dia- 
logue and  sound  effects  the  two  can  be 
used  interchangeably  with  equally  good 
results.  ^ 

Audiences  will,  however,  note  certain 
definite  improvements.  Heretofore,  certain 
loss  of  reality  has  occasionally  been  ap- 
parent in  the  lack  of  perfect  synchronism 
between  the  spoken  word  and  the  lip  move- 
ments of  the  artist.  The  explanation  for 
it  is  simple.  Usually  such  scenes,  made 
in  inaccessible  places,  were  photographed 
with  a silent  camera.  Later,  by  a process 
known  as  “dubbing”  sound  was  added. 

Dubbing  the  Dialogue 

It  goes  like  this.  After  the  silent  pic- 
ture is  finished,  it  is  projected  onto  a 
screen  in  a special  theatre  in  the  studio. 
Here  the  performer,  following  the  action 
by  eye,  speaks  into  a microphone.  He 
again  reads  the  exact  lines  which  he  first 
spoke  before  the  silent  camera.  A sound 
track  is  made  as  his  voice  follows  what 
his  eye  now  sees  and,  later,  the  two  films 
are  combined  as  a single  print.  With 
enough  patience  and  practice,  films  so 
made  are  commercially  acceptable. 

Naturally,  during  the  process,  some  loss 
of  realism  occurs — but,  even  so,  it  saved 
the  day  for  directors  before  this  new 
super-portable  sound  system  made  its  ap- 
pearance. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  improvement. 
In  still  another  direction,  the  new  equip- 
ment will  enrich  motion  picture  enter- 
tainment. Both  photographic  and  sound 
effects  of  greater  dramatic  value,  and  set- 
tings more  spectacular,  should  be  cap- 
tured through  the  new  freedom  of  action 
which  this  equipment  affords.  Mobility 
now  has  been  regained  almost  to  a point 
equalling  that  of  the  “good  old  silent  days.” 

The  super-portable  equipment  can  fol- 
low the  camera  more  readily  into  remote 
places — mountainous  country  previously  in- 
accessible to  vehicles.  It  can  take  to  the 
air  and  can  negotiate  narrow  streams  in 
a small  boat.  On  location  recently,  for 
example,  films  have  caught  the  crunch 
of  sheering  rock  as  our  hero  fell  scream- 
ing from  a crag  perched  high  in  the  rugged 
Rockies:  the  happy  laughter  of  boys  and 
girls  as  they  strapped  skis  to  their  feet 
in  Sun  Valley.  The  super-portable  has 
followed  tunneled  trails  made  by  elephants 
through  the  Malay  peninsula,  and  recorded 
for  the  ears  of  game  fishermen,  the  sound 


GOING  DOWN! 

The  steady  emancipation  from  over- 
poundage in  mobile  sound-on-film  re- 
cording apparatus  is  shown  by  succes- 
sive stages  in  these  illustrations — viewed 
in  order  from  the  top  downward. 

(1)  A small  plaque  inside  the  driver's 
compartment  of  this  1928  “portable”  re- 
corder informed  state  highway  inspec- 
tors of  its  weight — 13,000  pounds!  Lit- 
erally, the  overloaded  truck  carried  a 
standard  sound  studio  equipment. 

(2)  This,  and  the  picture  immediately 
below  it,  shows  the  first  equipment  de- 
signed expressly  for  portable  service.  It 
weighed  about  1,800  pounds.  Directors 
sighed  with  relief  when  it  replaced  the 
multi-ton  apparatus  first  employed. 

( 3 ) The  motor-driving  equipment  for  the 
1,800-pound  unit  described  in  picture 
No.  2,  which  added  materially  to  the 
woes  of  transportation  to  and  assembly 
on  location. 

(4)  Everlastingly  whittling  away,  engi- 
neers finally  chopped  the  weight  of  port- 
able recorders  in  half.  Shown  here  is  a 
sound  equipment  grossing  only  900 
pounds  yet  capable  of  producing  a sound 
track  of  such  quality  that  it  may  be  in- 
tercut with  routine  studio  takes. 

(5)  Most  of  today’s  glamorous  film  per- 
sonages reached  their  stellar  heights 
through  the  efficient  operation  of  the 
now  famous  “Q”  channel — pictured  here. 
It  weighed  but  600  pounds  and  with  it 
directors  entered  many  tight  corners 
closed  to  them  since  the  “good  old  silent 
days.”  A second  glance  at  the  action 
photo  on  the  preceding  page  will  show 
you  the  present  state  of  recording  port- 
ability— a unit  that  weighs  less  than  150 
pounds.  (Photos  courtesy  Electrical  Re- 
search Products,  Inc.) 


of  barracuda  breaking  water  in  the  South 
Seas.  From  both  near  and  far,  its  utility 
serves  the  industry. 

Once  again  the  seemingly  prosaic  sci- 
entist has  reached  into  his  bag  of  tricks 
and  come  out  with  a thrill  for  our  ears! 


Modern  materials  and  equipment  as  they 
are  made  today  are  more  economical  in 
application  and  operation  than  at  any 
time  in  the  past  history  of  industry.  You 
pay  no  premium  for  good  quality  now. 


Read  the  advertisements  of  our  manu- 
facturers. Each  carries  a message  that 
may  mean  something  to  you.  If  not  now; 
perhaps  later. 


A colorful  theatre  front,  well  lighted 
and  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  all 
comers,  is  a business-getter  from  the  start. 
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awhile  the  screen  is  likely  to  appear  mot- 
tled. There  is  plenty  of  dust  in  a theatre, 
no  matter  how  clean  it  is  kept.  Every  time 
a person  moves  around  through  the  aisles 
a lot  of  dust  is  kicked  up.  It  rises  in  the 
air,  gets  caught  in  the  light  beam  and  is 
shot  right  down  on  the  screen  surface. 

Dust  clogs  up  the  sound  holes  and  muf- 
fles the  sound.  As  the  dust  gradually 
clogs  up  the  holes  it  becomes  necessary  to 
increase  the  volume  at  the  speakers.  This 
causes  added  strain  on  the  tubes  and  bat- 
teries, shortening  their  life. 

Poor,  dim  light  on  the  screen  and  dis- 
torted sound  are  most  annoying  to  thea- 
tre patrons.  They  resent  such  a condition 
and  stay  away  from  the  theatre — no  mat- 
ter how  good  the  picture  may  be  or  how 
luxurious  the  furnishings. 

The  gradual  loss  of  light  briUiancy  due 
to  dast  makes  it  necessary  to  gradually  in- 
crease the  amperage  at  the  arc.  This 
means  shorter  life  to  the  carbons  and  a 
greater  current  consumption. 

Changes  in  temperature,  moisture,  or 
excessive  dryness  tend  to  aid  in  discolor- 
ing the  screen.  A screen  is  the  cheapest 
important  piece  of  equipment  in  the  house; 
keep  it  in  first-class  condition. 


Sponsors  Conference 

On  Air  Conditioning 

Tentative  plans  for  an  Air  Conditioning 
Conference  to  be  held  at  Lehigh  University, 
November  10  and  11,  under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  the  American  Society  of  Refriger- 
ating Engineers,  have  already  been  formu- 
lated and  the  cooperation  of  other  engi- 
neering groups  is  expected  in  this  event. 

Present  plans  call  for  an  opening  morn- 
ing session  on  industrial  air  conditioning 
covering  such  subjects  as  air  conditioning 
in  printing  processes,  in  film  manufactur- 
ing, cellophane  and  rayon  manufacturing, 
fur  storage  and  tobacco  plants,  and  the  re- 
moval of  moisture  from  blast  furnace  air, 
an  interesting  new  application  that  has 
received  wide  general  attention. 

The  afternoon  session  on  the  first  day, 
November  10,  will  be  devoted  to  air  con- 
ditioning of  perishables,  with  fruit  stor- 
age, gas  storage  of  meat,  air  conditioning 
in  breweries,  and  air  conditioning  in  candy 
plants  among  the  topics  receiving  treat- 
ment. 

The  third  session,  scheduled  for  the  sec- 
ond morning,  will  cover  air  conditioning 
of  theatres,  hospitals,  apartments  and 
hotels,  and  the  fourth  session  on  that 
afternoon  will  be  given  over  to  air  condi- 
tioning in  transportation.  Freight  and 
passenger  vessels,  steamships,  pre-cooling 
of  perishables  for  freight  shipment,  and 
the  air  conditioning  of  passenger  vehicles 
will  be  discussed  at  this  closing  meeting. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Jeimings,  of  Lehigh  Uni- 
versity, is  in  general  charge  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  will  be  ready  to  announce 
definite  topics  and  the  names  of  speakers 
within  the  next  month.  Other  members  of 
the  Conference  committee  are:  C.  C.  Wil- 
liams, president  of  Lehigh  University, 
honorary  chairman:  Willis  H.  Carrier,  A. 
C.  Callen,  William  B.  Henderson,  John 
Hertzler,  S.  R.  Lewis  and  J.  L.  Rosenmiller. 


When  winter  comes  you’il  still  need  air 
conditioning.  Now  is  the  time  to  do  some- 
thing about  it. 


THE  SCREEN  A FACTOR  FOR  IMPROVED  SOUND 


OFTEN  fundamentals  are  overlooked 
or  disregarded  in  steps  taken  to 
improve  sound  reception  in  our 
theatres.  One  of  the  fundamental  con- 
tributors to  perfect  sound  transmission  is 
the  screen,  which  can  have  much  to  do 
with  the  clarity  and  sharpness  with  which 
the  picture  is  delivered  to  the  patrons.  It 
is  frequently  a subject  of  neglect. 

Since  the  screen  is  a final  point  of  de- 
livery, affecting  both  the  eyes  and  ears  of 


the  audience,  it  should  be  kept  at  a peak 
of  efficiency  always.  Brush  your  screen 
frequently,  on  the  face  and  back  with  a 
soft  hair  brush  or  the  brushing  tool  of  a 
vacuum  cleaner — at  least  twice  a month. 

Dust  gradually  accumulates  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  screen  and  it  sticks  like  glue 
and  is  mighty  hard  to  remove.  This  grime 
gradually  darkens  the  screen  and  kills  the 
brilliancy  of  your  projected  light. 

Dust  does  not  settle  evenly,  so  after 


NAUGAHYDE 


UNITED  STATES  RUBBER  COMPANY 


COATED  FABRICS  DIVISION 
MISHAWAKA  • INDIANA 


Recent  installations  of 
Genuine  U.  S.  Nauga- 
hyde  in  Minneapolis 
theatres  by  Air-loc  Seat 
Industries,  Inc.,  of  that 
city.  Above — St.  Louis 
Park  Theatre;  right, 
Varsity  Theatre. 
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U.  S.  Naugahyde  is  the  low-cost  truck  seat  covering 
that  wears  for  years  without  cracking  or  peeling. 

You  can  have  the  same  tough  quality  for  theatre  seats 
— in  appropriate  color  and  grain  combinations,  of  course. 

That’s  the  only  difference— Theatre  Seat  Naugahyde 
looks  delicately  beautiful,  feels  exquisitely  fine.  But  it 
wears  the  same  as  Truck  Seat  Naugahyde.  It  has  the 
same  rugged  composition — strong  leather  fibres  and 
supple  rubber.  The  same  permanent  flexibility — nothing 
to  dry  out  and  cause  brittleness,  crack- 
ing or  peeling.  The  same  tempered 
surface  that  defies  friction  and  abuse 
— instead  of  a perishable  “finishing 
coat”,  extra  resistance  is  treated  right 
into  the  material. 

That’s  why  you  can  cover  entire  seats 
with  Naugahyde — and  depend  on  it 
to  stand  up  at  sides  and  front  where 
flexing  is  most  severe.  To  hold  at 
seams  where  strain  and  wear  usually 
do  their  worst.  To  save  you  upkeep 
expense  year  after  yearl 
NOW  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  YOUR  LOCAL 
SEAT  SUPPLIER— or  write  us  direct  for 
swatches. 
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TREAMLINE  YOUR  THEATRE 


front  with  a custom  built  Flexlume 
marquee  to  increase  your  box  office 
returns. 


Remember,  your  marquee  is  your 
best  salesman. 

The  attractiveness  and  fine  design  of 
your  marquee  is  an  indication  to  the 
public  of  a first-class  house. 

Flexlume  designers  and  engineers 
are  available  to  you  for  original 
ideas  for  a modern  marquee  of  de- 
sign and  proportion  to  fit  your  par- 
ticular requirements. 

Many  discriminating  buyers,  from 
the  small  individual  theatre  owner 
to  the  large  chains,  are  enjoying  in- 
creased business  from  the  use  of 
custom  built  marquees  by  Flexlume. 


Kallet  Theatre,  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Marquee  designed,  built,  and  erected  by 
Flexlume  Corporation,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


CORPORATION 


WRITE  FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y.  EST.  1910 


Pioneers  in  the  Electric  Sign  Business,  Specializing  in  Modern  Theatre  Marquees  ....  Sales  Offices  in  All  Principal  Cities 
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The  millions  of  visitors  to  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair  are  most  impress- 
ed by  two  paralleled  achievements  of 
modern  science  among  the  countless  won- 
ders on  display  at  this  "greatest  show  on 
earth" — the  lighting  effects  which  each 
night  transform  the  Fair  grounds  into  a 
vari-colored  fairyland  of  shining  brilliance, 
and  the  all-important  role  that  electrical 
sound  amplification  plays  in  entertaining 
and  informing  the  vast  crowds  which  visit 
the  "World  of  Tomorrow.” 

From  the  huge  Perisphere  loudspeaker, 
the  largest  that  man  has  ever  built,  to 
the  background  music  and  vocal  accom- 
paniment of  the  world-famed  "City  of 
Light”  diorama  in  the  Consolidated  Edi- 
son Exhibit,  sound  amplification  plays  a 
greater  part  in  the  New  York  Fair  than 
in  any  previous  exposition  of  its  kind. 

Two  years  of  study  and  planning  by 
World's  Fair  officials  and  private  ex- 
hibitors, combined  with  the  designing, 
engineering  and  production  skill  of  leading 
sound  equipment  manufacturers  preceded 
the  actual  installation  of  the  many  tons 


This  unique  film  phonogra-ph  provides 
the  sound  for  the  famed  Democracity 
Show  in  the  Ulterior  of  the  Perisphere 
at  the  New  York  World’s  Fair.  The  end- 
less film  feeds  through  the  sound  head 
to  provide  a continuous  show  for  the 
millions  who  visit  the  Fair’s  Theme- 
Center.  (Photo  courtesy  RCA  Photo- 
phone.) 


of  equipment  needed  to  accomplish  the 
miracles  of  sound  that  are  on  every  hand 
throughout  the  Fair  grounds. 

Sound  amplifying  and  reproducing  equip- 
ment. motion  picture  sound  reproducing 
installations  and  radio  broadcast  equip- 
ment have  been  installed  in  scores  of 
major  applications  at  the  Fair — from  the 
giant  sound  systems  inside  and  outside  the 
Perisphere  to  the  handy  little  portable 
public  address  systems  which  are  set  up 
at  innumei’able  locations  at  a moment’s 
notice  to  augment  the  sound  of  the  nu- 
merous special  events  that  are  constantly 
taking  place  on  the  grounds. 

Sound  Features  Themes 

The  mammoth  Perisphere  loudspeaker 
was  designed  and  built  by  RCA  engineers 
working  in  cooperation  with  Fair  officials. 
With  twelve  high-frequency  and  twenty- 
four  low-frequency  reproducing  units,  tons 
of  concrete,  and  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  sciences  of  electronics  and  acous- 
tics, they  built  an  unseen  sound  reproducer 
which  ranks  as  one  of  the  outstanding 
marvels  of  the  big  show. 

They  installed  the  reproducer  units  in 
an  especially  designed  concrete  pit  be- 
neath the  center  of  the  200-foot  ball  at 
the  Theme  Center,  connected  them  to  pow- 
erful amplifiers,  and  succeeded  in  per- 
vading the  entire  Theme  area  of  several 
acres  with  music  whose  qualities  of  tone 
and  controlled  volume  belie  the  great  size 
of  the  equipment  used.  Hundreds  of  visi- 
tors at  a time  stand  in  the  mouth  of  the 


The  curving  sides  of  the  huge  Perisphere 
at  the  Theme  Center  of  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair  form  the  upper  portion  of 
the  largest  loudspeaker  ever  construct- 
ed. The  pool  and  surrounding  grounds 
form  the  lower  half  of  a 36Q-degree  horn 
which  is  200  feet  in  diameter  and  100 
feet  across  at  the  mouth.  The  circular 
recess  in  the  center  of  the  pool  (3  feet  5 
inches  below  the  bottom  of  the  Peris- 
phere) houses  12  high-frequency  and 
24  low-frequency  units.  Through  this 
giant  speaker,  which  was  especially  de- 
signed and  built  for  the  project,  pours 
the  music  which  floods  the  Theme  Cen- 
ter. (Photo  courtesy  RCA  Photophone.) 


loudspeaker  without  being  able  to  locate 
the  source  of  the  music  they  hear. 

The  360-degree  “horn”  of  the  Peri- 
sphere speaker  is  formed  by  the  lower 
half  of  the  Perisphere  and  the  surround- 
ing pool  and  ground  area.  It  is  200  feet 
in  diameter.  The  throat  is  3 feet,  5 inches 
wide,  and  the  mouth  is  100  feet  wide.  It 
is  capable  of  reproducing  musical  notes 
outside  the  range  of  the  human  ear,  but 
which  can  be  felt  through  the  vibration 
of  the  air.  The  speaker  is  used  to  pro- 
vide theme  music  continuously,  and  may 
be  also  utilized  for  public  address  pur- 
poses. 

The  largest  and  most  complex  of  the 
many  sound  installations  at  the  Pair  is  the 
Broadcast  and  Public  Address  Center  of 
the  Communications  Building.  Fi’om  a 
huge  master  control  console  in  the  Com- 
munications Building,  music,  speeches  and 
radio  broadcasts  originating  at  the  Pair 
and  other  radio  programs  received  for 
distribution  on  the  grounds,  are  controlled 
through  a huge  two-channel  system.  There 
are  four  studios  at  the  Center,  one  of  them 
large  enough  to  seat  a large  group  of 
persons.  Wide  windows  permit  visitors  to 
examine  the  control  room  and  studios. 

Powerful  loudspeakers  at  15  locations 
throughout  the  grounds  carry  the  mes- 
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sages  and  music  originating  at  the  Broad- 
cast Center.  A total  of  39  power  ampli- 
fiers is  used. 

Motion  Pictures  Prevail 

Sound  for  the  Theme  Show  inside  the 
Perisphere  is  also  provided  through  con- 
tinuous feed  film  phonographs  and  12  es- 
pecially designed  twin-power  speakers. 
Complete  sound  systems  are  installed  in 
the  World’s  Fair  Thea£re  and  Concert 
Hall  and  the  famous  Terrace  Club,  as  have 
also  the  Communication  Theme,  the  Trans- 
portation Theme  and  the  Home  Making 
Theme.  Motion  picture  sound  reproducing 
equipment  systems  are  in  use  at  the  The- 
atre and  the  Concert  Hall. 

A battery  of  eight  100-watt  loudspeak- 
ers, mounted  in  two  groups  of  four,  pro- 
vides sound  coverage  for  the  Fountain 
Lake  area.  They  are  used  to  distribute 
background  music  for  the  amusement  area 
during  the  daylight  hours  and  also  take 
part  in  the  nightly  fireworks  display  on 
the  lake.  Amplifiers  and  remote  control 
equipment  were  also  provided  for  two 
mobile  sound  trucks  on  the  Fair  ground, 
one  of  300  watts  power  and  the  other  of 
100  watts. 

The  U.  S.  Federal  Building,  the  New 
York  State  Ampitheatre  and  the  Florida 
State  Building  have  complete  sound  sys- 
tems, Exhibits  erected  by  Great  Britain, 
Rumania,  Argentina,  Puerto  Rico,  Turkey 
and  Switzerland  are  similarly  equipped.  In 
addition,  most  of  the  major  commercial 
exhibits  utilize  sound  systems.  Among 
them  are  Westinghouse,  Petroleum  Indus- 
tries, Borden,  Bakelite,  Firestone  Tire  & 
Rubber,  Heinz,  Swift,  Eastman  Kodak. 
Chrysler,  American  Tobacco  and  Time  and 
Space. 

Sound — in  terms  of  music,  speech  and 
sound  effects  that  startle  the  imagination 
are  encountered  everywhere,  and  in  the 
most  unexpected  places.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  after  a time  the  Fair  visitor  ceases 
to  look  for  the  sources  of  these  magical 
sounds  and  gives  himself  up  to  their  com- 
plete enjoyment. 

The  Public  Reaction 

Hence  it  requires  no  serious  stretch  of 
the  imagination  to  contemplate  the  ef- 
fect of  this  huge  mass  demonstration  of 
sound  equipment  development  and  effi- 
ciency on  the  public — the  same  public, 
incidentally,  which  attends  moving  picture 
theatres  and  expects  to  enjoy  a compara- 
ble degree  of  excellence  in  the  theatres 
of  individual  choice. 

As  a result  of  what  it  has  seen  and 


IRISH  LUCK 


Four  thousand  employes  of  Hospital 
Trust,  at  Ballsbridge,  Eire,  headquarters 
of  the  famous  Irish  sweepstakes,  drew  a 
lucky  number  this  summer  when  the  man- 
agement installed  a complete  year-round 
air  conditioning  system. 

A Carrier  system  with  automatic  con- 
trols for  maintaining  correct  humidity  and 
temperature  conditions  was  installed  to 
serve  the  entire  building,  including  cloak- 
rooms and  lavatories.  In  the  office  section, 
1,000  cubic  feet  of  outdoor  air  per  hour  per 
person  will  be  introduced. 


heard  at  the  Pair  and  will  continue  to 
experience  in  the  continual  development 
and  improvement  of  sound  reproduction 
and  equipment  application,  the  American 
public  will  continue  to  demand  a greater 
degree  of  satisfaction  from  sound  as  it  is 
recorded  for  them  in  the  studios  and  re- 
produced for  them  in  our  theatres. 

The  theatre  industry  can  benefit  di- 
rectly from  the  many  public  demonstra- 
tions of  sound  recording  and  reproducing 
equipment  efficiency  or  conversely  it  can 
suffer  by  comparison.  The  outcome  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  extent  to  which 
the  exhibition  branch  of  our  industry  ac- 
cepts, adopts  and  makes  correct  use  of  the 
developments  of  science  to  improve  the 


quality  of  sound  in  all  classes  of  theatres. 

Fortunately,  most  successful  exhibitors 
are  aware  of  the  growing  sound  con- 
sciousness of  the  movie-going  public.  They 
know  there  is  a distinct  and  decisive  pref- 
erence among  patrons  for  the  theatre  that 
presents  talking  pictures  in  the  degree  of 
advanced  audibility  and  lifelike  perform- 
ance that  can  be  possible  only  with  the 
best  of  moving  picture  reproducing  equip- 
ment for  both  sight  and  sound.  And  the 
best  will  be  none  too  good  for  the  “The- 
atres of  Tomorrow.” 


A run-down  theatre  resists  patronage. 
A modern  theatre  reaches  out  for  it  and 
pulls  it  inside. 


Yes,  you  can  get  effective  sound 
control  and  acoustical  correction  for  your 
theatre — at  low  cost — with  Nu-Wood. 
Architects  favor  Nu-Wood  for  covering 
theatre  walls  and  ceilings  because  it  com- 
bines, in  a single  material,  noise-absorb- 
ing and  acoustical  correction.  What’s 
more,  Nu-Wood  insulates — offering  bet- 
ter and  more  economical  operation  for 
your  air  conditioning  unit  and  a more 
comfortable  theatre.  That’s  why 
Nu-Wood  can  increase  theatre  patron- 
age— help  to  produce  bigger  box  office 
receipts. 


Nu-Wood,  with  its  soft  tones  and 
individual  designs,  will  bring  business- 
building  beauty  to  your  theatre.  And 
there’s  a new  idea  in  theatre  decora- 
tion today — Nu-Wood  and  Kolor-Trim. 
Kolor-Trim  Moldings  are  wood  mold- 
ings predecorated  in  jewel-like  colors, 
harmonizing  with  the  subtle  shades  of 
Nu-Wood.  With  Nu-Wood  and  these 
moldings,  you  can  have  a complete  in- 
terior decorating  job  at  one  low  cost — 
because  no  “extras”  are  needed.  Get 
complete  facts  about  Nu-Wood — Mail 
the  coupon ! 


See  Nu-Wood  in  House  No.  1 at 
the  New  York  World’’ s Fair — also  in 
Western  Pine  Association  Exhibits  at  both  Fairs. 

NUfi  UJOOD 

Plank  • Tile  K\  Board  • Roof  Insulation  • Lath 

Wainscot  Kolor-Trim  • Insulating  Sheathing 


NU-WOOD  ■ ■ . PBOPUCTS  OF  WEYEAHACUSER  . . . BALSAM- WOOL 


WOOD  CONVERSION  COMPANY 
Room  134-b  First  National  Bank  Bldg. 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
Gentlemen: 

Please  send  me  information  and  illustration  on  Nu-Wood  for 
n New  Construction  Q Remodeling 

Name 

Address 

City Slate 
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Just  a Tiny  Modem  Theatre 
But  It  Has  What  It  Takes 


Pailern  30820 


THERE'S 


More  to  mohawks 


THAN  MEETS  THE  EYE 


There’s  a lot  of  wallop  and  muscle  and 
strength  woven  into  every  foot  of  Mohawk 
Theater  Carpets.  For  Mohawk  KNOWS  that 
it’s  pound — pound — pound  across  the  lobby 
and  down  the  aisles  . . . and  that  Beauty’s 
not  enough!  So  Mohawks  are  built  strong  and 
long-lived  to  keep  the  treasurer  happy  and 
the  upkeep  down ! There’s  a Mohawk  right  for 
you  in  design,  color,  grade  and  price.  See 
Rialto,  Scotia  and  the  Broadway  Group. 

Write  for  your  free  copy  of  Mohawk’s  new 
illustrated  book  — "Those  Who  Know” 


(Continued  from  page  35) 


the  equipment  manufacturers’  production, 
he  has  provided  for  his  patrons  a stand- 
ard of  screen  presentation  which  is  com- 
parable with  any*  to  be  found  in  even  the 
largest  theatres  in  big  cities.  All  that 
modern  projection  and  sound  equipment 
and  accessories  can  bring  to  motion  picture 
presentation  of  the  sort  which  reproduces 
faithfully  all  that  is  put  into  the  produc- 
tions by  Hollywood  technicians  has  been 
provided  unstintingly  in  this  small  house. 

The  projection  room  itself  offers  an  ex- 
ample of  up-to-date  efficiency.  Besides  its 
completeness  of  mechanical  equipment,  its 
general  construction  is  worthy  of  com- 
ment. The  room  is  entirely  fireproof,  con- 
structed of  asbestos  building  material  with 
steel  doors  and  automatic  steel  porthole 
shutters.  In  addition,  all  observation  ports 
in  the  room  are  fitted  with  optical  glass 
for  good  visibility  and  to  eliminate  any 
vestige  of  noise  emanating  from  the  equip- 
ment. 

Bowen’s  new  theatre  stacks  up  fairly 
well  in  any  critical  consideration  of  what 
the  modern  small-town  house  should  be. 
It  is  simple  in  every  detail,  yet  it  provides 
everything  today’s  movie  patron  desires  in 
the  way  of  fine  picture  presentation,  com- 
fort and  convenience,  refined  atmosphere 
and  attractive  decorative  appeal.  So  it’s 
fairly  evident  that  Ray  E.  Coats  is  an  as- 
tute newcomer  who  will  be  a valued  mem- 
ber of  the  showmen’s  fraternity  both  by 
his  contemporaries  and  his  customers  as 
well. 


Attractive  Lighting 

Attracts  Customers 

It  is  always  noticeable  that  prominent 
theatres,  hotels,  restaurants  and  similar 
places  attract  more  business  with  lighting 
that’s  good  looking  and  easy  on  the  eyes. 
They  use  the  powerful  influence  of  dis- 
tinctive lighting  for  atmosphere — to  lift 
their  places  of  business  out  of  the  com- 
monplace. Poor  lighting  lacks  appeal  and 
hurts  business,  especially  in  a competitive 
situation,  while  good  lighting  commands 
attention  and  admiration,  thus  helping 
business  because  it  creates  subconscious 
appreciation  and  satisfaction.  Any  business 
which  depends  upon  the  patronage  of  the 
public  should  cater  to  this  human,  natural 
desire  and  it  will  profit. 

The  theatre  lighting  installation  should 
provide  more  than  illumination  alone.  It 
should  combine  beauty  with  utility.  Design 
plays  an  important  part;  knowledge  of 
lighting  science,  engineering  practice  and 
principles,  acquaintance  with  arts  and 
decoration,  quality  of  materials,  workman- 
ship and  construction — all  these  control 
the  difference  between  good  lighting  and 
poor  lighting.  The  vital  point  in  lighting 
is  the  result  obtained,  not  the  price  paid. 


Attractive  lobby  frames  often  do  more 
to  catch  the  eye  of  the  passersby  than  the 
pretty  pictures  they  contain.  These  new 
metal  frames  are  particularly  pleasing  to 
all  patrons. 
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on  as  high  a plane  of  thought  as  possible. 

9.  Remember  that,  in  discussing  pictures, 
you  should  listen  closely  to  the  comments 
of  others,  for  the  art  of  conversation  de- 
pends on  attentive  listening. 

10.  In  general,  remember  that  the  suc- 
cess of  our  American  democracy  depends 
on  independent  critical  thinking,  on  self- 
restraint  in  crowds,  on  the  exercise  of 
imagination  regarding  the  consequences 
of  the  mob  spirit,  and  on  adherence  to  the 


FRAMES  DECALOGUE  OF  AUDIENCE  BEHAVIOR 


Young  America  is  being  taught  the 
common-sense  rules  of  audience  be- 
havior as  an  important  phase  of 
photoplay  appreciation  by  the  Department 
of  Secondary  Education  of  the  National 
Education  Association  of  the  U.  S.  A.  Fol- 
lowing is  a decalogue  of  audience  behavior, 
based  on  student  discussions  and  sugges- 
tions, formulated  and  resolved  upon  at  a 
recent  convention  of  the  Association  in 
San  Francisco; 

1.  Remember  that  a student  movie-goer 
represents  his  school  and  that,  by  his  be- 
havior, he  can  build  or  break  down  the 
good  name  of  the  school. 

2.  Remember,  when  responding  to  the 
appeals  made  by  a picture,  to  keep  your 
enthusiasm  within  reasonable  bounds. 

3.  Remember,  if  you  wish  to  show  dis- 
approval of  a film,  that  the  decent  thing 
to  do  is  to  remain  silent  and  to  reserve 
your  comments  until  you  can  speak  or 
write  to  the  manager  of  the  theatre.  Care- 
ful expression  of  opinion  will  prove  more 
effective  than  acts  of  disturbance  at  a 
performance. 

4.  Remember  that  you  can  best  express 
your  disapproval  of  unruly  behavior  on  the 
part  your  friends  in  the  theatre  by  firmly 
refusing  to  join  in  their  acts  of  disturb- 
ance. Speak  quietly  to  those  who  are  bois- 
terous. By  being  quiet  of  voice  you  will 
accomplish  more  than  by  being  aggressive. 

5.  Remember  that  there  are  other  peo- 
ple in  a movie  audience  besides  yourself 
and  your  friends,  that  they  have  paid  to 
see  and  hear  the  program  just  as  you 
have,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  peace, 
quiet  and  respect  during  the  performance. 

6.  Remember  this  golden  rule  of  fair 
play  in  the  treatment  of  furniture  and 
equipment  in  a theatre:  Treat  chairs,  rugs 
and  other  furnishings  as  you  would  have 
your  own  treated  by  visitors  in  your  home. 
Vandalism  is  one  of  the  lowest  forms  of 
behavior. 

7.  Remember  that,  in  case  of  danger  of 
fire,  self-control  is  of  prime  importance. 
The  danger  is  not  so  much  from  fire  as 
from  injury  due  to  panic  and  rushing  to 
get  out. 

8.  Remember  that,  once  you  are  outside 
of  the  theatre,  an  expression  of  opinion 
regarding  pictures  that  you  have  seen  is 
much  to  be  desired.  Make  your  comments 


Ups  Life  Guarantee  on 

Sound  Vacuum  Tubes 

As- a result  of  new  developments  in  Altec 
Service  Corporation’s  system  of  laboratory 
and  field  life  tests,  vacuum  tubes  supplied 
for  theatre  sound  systems  by  them  will 
receive  a ten-fold  increase  in  life  guar- 
antee. According  to  recent  announcement. 
W.  E.  tubes  previously  guaranteed  for  100 
hours’  service  will  now  receive  a six- 
months’  unconditional  guarantee.  The 
large  50-watt  size,  now  carrying  a full 
guarantee  of  100  hours’  service,  will  be 
subject  to  an  extended  pro-rated  guaran- 
tee on  any  tubes  which  fail  within  1,000 
hours. 


highest  ideals  of  fair  play  in  public  con- 
duct. 

Editor’s  Note — The  Modern  Theatre 
section  of  Boxoffice  views  the  splendid 
work  of  this  committee  as  a most  valuable 
contribution  to  successful  moving  picture 
exhibition.  Another  phase  of  educational 
activity,  “Theatre  Discrimination,”  will  be 
featured  in  our  next  (October  14th)  issue. 
In  collaboration  with  Mr.  William  Lewin, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Motion 
Pictures,  an  actual  working  example  of  the 
plan  will  be  presented. 


Despite  the  fact  that  no  one  has  told 
you  so  in  person,  your  seats  may  be  keep- 
ing good  customers  away. 


m PAtNTASLE  PERMANENT 

AcOUSTI-r.ELOTEX 

OTHER  CELOTEX  BRAND  ACOUSTICAL  PRODUCTS: 

Palicel  Absorbex 

Palistone 

Sales  Distributors  Throughout  the  World 


acoustics,  and  see  what  a difference  it 
makes  in  your  attendance!  Acousti- 
Celotex  fibre  tile  can  be  applied  right 
over  existing  ceilings,  in  a short  time,  at 
moderate  cost.  You  needn’t  miss  a 
performance! 

And  remember  — the  patented  per- 
forations of  this  famous  material  retain 
their  acoustical  efficiency,  no  matter  how 
often  you  redecorate!  Call  on  your 
nearest  Acousti-Celotex  dis- 
tributor for  a FREE  Noise 
Survey  of  your  theatre.  Or 
write  direct  to  The  Celotex 
Corporation,  919  N.  Michi- 
gan Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


The  word  Ai'otisli-Ct'lolex  is  a brand  naine 
identifying  an  acoustical  product  mark  l:d 
by  The  Celotex  Corporation. 


TTaNO  AC 


FAREWELL 
TO  RASPING 
ECHOES! 

Patrons  Enjoy 
Undistorted  Sound, 
Thanks  to  Acousti-Celotex 

Down  in  Senatobia,  Mississippi, 
theatre  patrons  like  their  enter- 
tainment "straight” — the  words  and 
music  undiluted  with  rasping  echoes 
and  distortion  caused  by  poor  acoustics. 
That’s  why  the  beautiful  new  Senatobia 
Theatre  follows  the  example  of  thou- 
sands of  other  show  houses  in  using 
Acousti-Celotex  fibre  tile  to  achieve 
better  listening  conditions. 

Give  your  patrons  the  benefit  of  ideal 
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STUDIES  USE  OF  SOUND  ENTERTAINMENT  VALUES 


Max  C.  BATSEL,  RCA  Photophone’s 
Chief  Engineer,  has  returned  from 
a tour  of  a half-dozen  midwestern 
cities  where  he  visited  more  than  a score 
of  exhibitors  and  circuit  operators  to  ob- 
tain their  viewpoints  on  the  practical 
operating  phases  of  motion  picture  sound 
recording  and  reproducing. 

“The  research  and  development  labora- 
tories have  been  making  better  and  better 
recording  methods  available  to  the  indus- 


try,” Mr.  Batsel  said.  “Further,  they  have 
matched  these  advances  with  comparably 
improved  reproducing  equipment  for  the 
theatre,  with  which  to  pass  on  to  the  pub- 
lic the  full  measure  of  entertainment  which 
Hollywood  puts  into  the  music  and  the 
dramatic  sound  effects  of  the  modern  mo- 
tion picture. 

“I  found  that  some  exhibitors  are  not 
getting  anywhere  near  the  full  entertain- 
ment value  out  of  their  pictures  or  their 


sound  equipment.  Often,  when  the  sound 
in  a picture  begins  to  work  up  to  a dra- 
matic climax,  they  turn  down  the  volume, 
either  out  of  ignorance  or  because  their 
obsolete  reproducing  equipment  does  not 
have  the  power.  Either  way,  all  Holly- 
wood’s efforts  to  advance  the  art  with  ef- 
fective, dramatic  sound  are  stopped  at  the 
very  point  of  sale  to  the  public.” 

Mr.  Batsel  added,  however,  that  he  found 
many  exhibitors  alert  to  the  possibilities 
of  modern  sound  reproducing  equipment, 
who  are  keeping  abreast  of  each  new  de- 
velopment in  the  field,  and  are  seeing  an 
awakened  public  reaction  to  the  sound 
entertainment  they  offer. 
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JSqLL  Sk  OW5 

Long  shows  emphasize  the  importance  of  comfortable  seat- 
ing. Your  chairs  compete  with  comfortable  ones  beside 
thousands  of  radios.  That's  why  correct  posture  Ideal  Seat- 
ing has,  a definite  box  office  value,  will  increase  receipts 
. . . why  it's  the  choice  of  America's  leading  theatres. 

Staunch,  quality  construction  assures  years  of  service 
without  constant  attention.  Superiority  daily  becomes  more 
evident. 


A Minor  Detail  but 

A Source  of  Trouble 

The  washroom  is  the  key  to  the  owner’s 
own  pride  in  his  theatre — to  what  his 
patrons  think  of  it  and  the  theatre  owner 
himself.  Just  why  the  washroom  is  all  im- 
portant in  this  respect  may  be  open  to 
debate — but  no  one  will  deny  that  it  is  all 
important. 

No  matter  how  carefully  a theatre  rest- 
room meets  all  other  essentials  of  conveni- 
ence— no  matter  how  spotlessly  clean  it 
may  be — no  matter  how  modern  and  up 
to  date  all  other  appointments — if  that 
one  deadly  detail  is  neglected,  it  soon  be- 
comes the  target  of  a widespread  whisper- 
ing campaign  among  patrons. 

That  dangerous  detail  is  none  other  than 
cheap,  worn-out,  shabby-looking  toilet 
seats.  It  is  the  one  thing  that  patrons 
never  overlook — never  excuse.  It  is  a con- 
stant source  of  embarrassment  to  the  pa- 
trons as  well  as  the  owner  himself  and  it 
casts  its  shadow  into  every  portion  of  the 
theatre  property. 

What  can  be  done  about  s’nabby  looking 
toilet  seats?  Fortunately  the  problem  is 
easily  solved.  It  involves  only  a simple 
change  that  anyone  can  make  quickly 
with  a pair  of  pliers.  The  cost  is  so  small 
that  no  one  who  realizes  how  small  it  is 
will  put  up  with  the  eyesore  for  a moment. 
Simply  replace  the  old  seats  with  new, 
long-wearing,  cleanable  ones  available  to- 
day. The  change  can  be  made  in  15  min- 
utes per  seat  and  the  entire  restroom  will 
reflect  the  magic  of  the  simple  alteration. 


Reseating — replacement  of  rickety  old 
chairs  with  the  comfort  of  your  patrons 
in  mind — will  reward  your  boxoffice  more 
than  you  may  imagine. 


There's  an  attractive  Ideal  chair  to  fit  any  requirement, 
every  budget  ...  a variety  of  constructions  and  color 
schemes.  Write  for  catalog  describing  exclusive  features 
and  uns,urpassed  values.  Dealers  everywhere. 

“Built  to  Excel — 'Not  Just  to  Compete” 

Ud.QaL 

IDEAL  SEATING  COMPANY 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 

Export  Office;  334  West  44th  St., 

New  York  City. 

Attention:  J.  E.  Robin 

V 


AW  Theatre  BuWders, 
Please  Note 

If  you  have  recently  remodeled  or 
otherwise  modernized  your  theatre  and 
are  particularly  proud  of  the  result, 
please  send  us  photographs  and  de- 
tails. Through  the  presentation  of 
these  Case  Histories,  it  is  our  purpose 
to  raise  the  standard  of  theatre  con- 
struction and  outfitting  and  thus  ren- 
der a service  to  the  entire  industry. 
Your  cooperation  is  requested. — The 
Editor. 

y - 
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LITERATURE 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive  liter- 
ature with  The  Modern  Theatre  Infor- 
mation Bureau.  Readers  who  may  wish 
copies  of  such  literature  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modern  Thea- 
tre, 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Brunswick-Balke-Collender  Company,  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  submits  an  attractive 
folder  entitled  “Tea-Table  Whispers  That 
Shout.”  The  company’s  line  of  toilet  seats 
is  described  and  pictured,  and  the  effect 
this  important  item  has  on  patronage  is 
stressed.  The  new  vogue  for  colored  seats 
in  pearl  finish  is  also  illustrated. 

International  Projector  Corporation,  of 
New  York  City,  presents  an  effective  an- 
nouncement of  the  new  Simplex  SI  Equip- 
ment for  medium-sized  theatres.  The  new 
economical  equipment,  consisting  of  pro- 
jector, pedestal,  low  intensity  lamphouse 
and  Four-Star  sound  system,  is  delineated 
in  detail  in  the  profusely  illustrated  folder. 

The  Master  Builders  Company,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  files  a copy  of  a folder  on 
Mastertex,  a protective  and  decorative 
coating  for  exteriors  and  interiors.  A color 
chart  is  included  as  well  as  instructions  for 
application.  The  paint  product  is  said  to 
be  specially  designed  for  use  on  masonry, 
concrete,  cinder  block,  soft  brick  or  tile. 

Voigt  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  Penna., 
submits  a new  catalogue  on  attractive  mod- 
ern theatre  lighting  fixtures  for  both  ceil- 
ing and  sidewall  application.  New  designs 
are  illustrated  and  described  and  their  di- 
mensions given. 

West  Disinfecting  Company,  of  Long 
Island  City,  N.  Y.,  offers  an  educational 
booklet  entitled  “The  Extermination  of 
Rats  and  Mice.”  The  rodent  problem  is 
discussed  authoritatively  and  methods  of 
riddance  are  described.  The  company’s 
products  for  rodent  extermination  and  in- 
structions for  their  use  are  given  and  il- 
lustrated. 

Notice:  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or  main- 
tenance are  invited  to  file  latest  copies  of 
their  catalogues  or  descriptive  literature 
with  The  Modern  Theatre  Information 
Bureau. — The  Editor. 


“Just  like  CRESTWOOD.  . 

The  next  time  someone  tells  you  his  carpet  is 
“just  like  CRESTWOOD,”  remember  this: 

No  other  carpet  can  be  just  like  crestwood 
for  the  same  reasons  no  other  automobile  can 
be  just  like  Cadillac  or  no  other  piano  just 
like  Steinway. 

There  is  only  one  crestwood  and  it  is  made 
only  by  Alexander  Smith. 

ALEXANDER  SMITH 


Gee!  Thanks! 

In  recently  reporting  and  appraising 
the  beauty  and  efficiency  of  the  new  Jack- 
son  Theatre,  at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  at  its 
premier,  the  local  scribe  had  this  to  say: 

“The  new  Jackson  is  regarded  by  au- 
thoritative sources  as  one  of  the  finest 
small-town  theatres  in  America.  In  the 
lobby  were  floral  compliments  from  the 
trade  which  Mr.  Threet  (the  owner)  said 
was  the  best  response  he  had  yet  received 
on  any  of  his  house-warmings.  Inspira- 
tion and  much  of  the  planning  for  the  new 
Jackson  came  out  of  The  Modern  Thea- 
tre section  of  Boxoffice.” 


CRESTWOOD 

CARPET 
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A Small-Town  Modernizing  Project 
With  a Moral 

By  Harms  R.  Teichert* 


N THIS  article,  it 
is  our  deliberate 
intention  to  depart 
a bit  from  our  usual 
formula  in  order  to 
present  in  more  varied 
detail  than  is  our  cus- 
tom the  particulars  of 
a small-town  remodel- 
ing project  in  which 
we  were  recently  quite 
proudly  concerned. 

Therefore,  we  shall 
not  consume  large  space  in  elaborating  on 
the  decorative  phase  of  the  job.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  article  will  be  to  point  out  a 
moral  and  suggest  a procedure  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  small-town  exhibitors  in  the 
planning  and  application  of  general  house 
improvements  — of  which,  incidentally, 
decorating  is  a most  important  factor. 

Let  us  begin  our  recital  with  a certain 


visit  to  our  studios  here  in  Chicago  early 
last  June.  Actual  negotiations  were  start- 
ed at  that  time,  although  the  project  in 
reality  germinated  right  in  these  columns 
— the  result  of  interest  we  had  aroused  in 
this  very  department. 

An  Informal  Affair 
The  Grobaski  brothers,  Ben  and  Dan, 
of  L’Anse,  Michigan,  owners  of  the  Mazda 
Theatre,  came  to  see  us.  Our  introduction 
was  made  most  informal  and  friendly 
right  off  the  bat,  because  the  Grobaski 
boys  informed  us  immediately  that  they 
were  constant  readers  of  Boxoffice  and 
of  this  department  in  particular. 

They  laid  their  problem  before  us  frank- 

Looking  toward  stage  in  the  auditorium 
of  the  recently  modernized  New  Mazda 
Theatre,  at  L’Anse,  Mich.  House  Ap- 
peal is  apparent  in  the  hospitable  at- 
mosphere and  provision  for  ultra- 
modern seating  comfort  in  this  small- 
town theatre.  (Photo  courtesy  Kroeh- 
ler  Mfg.  Co.) 


ly.  They  had  come  to  Chicago  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  investigate  the  lat- 
est ideas  in  theatre  modernizing  and  to 
see  for  themselves  the  results  of  modern 
procedure.  The  famous  Esquire  Theatre 
was  one  of  the  objects  of  their  investiga- 
tion and  it  was  our  privilege  and  pleasure 
to  escort  them  to  this  and  other  examples 
of  good  judgment  in  theatre  planning  and 
decorative  effect  around  town. 

At  this  point,  let  us  make  it  plain  that 
the  Grobaski  brothers  are  by  no  means 
neophytes  nor  newcomers  to  show  busi- 
ness. They  built  the  original  Mazda  Thea- 
tre back  in  1924  when  L’Anse  was  little 
more  than  a logging  camp  located  in  the 
uppermost  reaches  of  Northern  Michigan. 
Tlieir  success  as  showmen  in  this  remote 
location  and  in  a town  of  hardly  more  than 
2,500  population  absolves  them  from  any 
semblance  of  amateur  standing  in  the 
ranks  of  showmanship. 

The  Mazda  Theatre,  with  a seating 
capacity  of  450,  has  from  its  very  begin- 
ning been  an  up-to-date  theatre,  kept  en- 
tirely in  step  with  the  progress  of  science 
and  industry  by  these  energetic  showmen. 
Hence  it  can  be  readily  understood  why 
they  came  all  the  way  to  Chicago  to  get 
the  low-down  on  what  might  be  right  and 
proper  for  their  latest  modernizing  move. 
It’s  the  way  the  Grobaski  brothers  do 
business. 

Now  it  might  be  assumed  that  these  en- 
terprising small-town  showmen  had  in 
mind  taking  business  away  from  the  home- 
town. Nothing  of  the  sort  was  to  happen, 
nor  did  it  occur.  However,  they  did  come 
to  the  city  for  ideas  and  inspiration  and  to 
purchase  such  of  their  mechanical  and 
material  requirements  as  were  not  avail- 
able among  the  local  trades  and  crafts. 

An  Orderly  Procedure 

It  was  our  own  good  fortune  to  have 
collaborated  with  both  the  local  and  out- 
of-town  tradesmen  and  suppliers  in  turn- 
ing out,  in  this  instance,  one  of  the  neat- 
est and  smoothest  running  theatre  re- 
modeling projects  it  has  been  our  pleasure 
to  participate  in  for  a long,  long  time. 

Unquestionably,  it  all  came  about 
through  the  constructive  cooperation  of 
the  owners,  who  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
plan,  investigate  and  post  themselves  on 
the  current  requirements  of  moving  pic- 
ture theatre  operation.  In  other  words, 
they  “looked  before  they  leaped’’  and 
landed  safely  on  the  satisfaction  side  of 
the  whole  performance. 

It  is  a bit  difficult  to  describe  the  New 
Mazda  Theatre  in  cold  type  and  unfortim- 
ately  but  few  pictures  are  available  at 
time  we  go  to  press.  But  we’ll  try  to  por- 
tray its  high  points  in  words  to  the  best 
of  our  ability,  starting  at  the  front. 

The  old  marquee  was  stripped  of  its 
ornamentation  and  then  streamlined  in 
latest  fashion.  A continuous  porcelain  en- 
ameled hood  now  appears  around  the  en- 
tire outer  edge  of  the  canopy,  illuminated 
with  a double  line  of  powder  neon  against 
a brilliantly  colored  complementary  back- 
ground. The  ceiling  of  the  renewed  mar- 
quee is  finished  with  asbestos  enameled 
board  and  brightly  lighted  by  concealed 
reflectors. 

Enameled  building  units,  an  innovation 
for  old  theatre  remodeling  work,  were 
used  to  face  the  front  of  the  New  Mazda. 


* Theatre  Decorating  Specialist,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


Stainless  steel  poster  display  cases  were 
installed.  The  only  part  of  the  old  mar- 
quee remaining  is  the  upright  “New 
Mazda”  sign,  which  was  refinished  and 
relamped. 

In  the  lobby,  we  contrived  a smart  deco- 
rative scheme  with  a symphony  of  warm 
colors — turkey  red,  yellow  and  gold.  Here 
as  at  other  points  of  the  house,  the  deco- 
rative treatment  was  designed  to  give  the 
patrons  a warm,  restful  reception  with 
colors  that  will  “wear  well”  and  at  the 
same  time  encourage  the  mood  for  enter- 
tainment. Indirect  lighting  and  illumi- 
nated art  display  cases  characterize  the 
recreated  lobby. 

Comeliness  and  Comfort 

The  auditorium  section  of  the  Mazda 
was  completely  redone  in  the  modern, 
functional  manner.  Here  the  decorative 
scheme  was  continued  as  in  the  lobby  with 
warm,  hospitable  colors  prevailing.  A 
background  of  turkey  red,  tinted  with 
shades  of  yellow  and  silver  to  afford  a 
most  pleasing  and  lastingly  pleasant  effect 
in  conjunction  with  the  new  indirect  light- 
ing system  of  the  auditorium. 

One  of  the  feature  points  of  new  equip- 
ment in  this  portion  of  the  modernized 
Mazda  Theatre  was  the  selection  of  re- 
tractible  or  more  commonly  called  “push- 
back”  seats,  of  the  type  used  in  the  Esquire 
Theatre  in  Chicago.  The  new  chair  is  a 
most  practical  innovation  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  theatre  patrons.  It  is 
of  full-upholstered  type  with  a seat  that 
slides  backwards  automatically  when  the 
occupant  goes  through  the  preliminary 
motions  of  rising  to  permit  others  to  pass. 
The  patron  finds  that  without  actually 
arising,  but  merely  preparing  to  do  so,  he 
has  increased  the  passage  room  in  front 
of  himself  by  approximately  six  inches. 
This  novel  yet  practical  seating  comfort 
feature  of  the  renewed  theatre  was  made 
the  subject  of  some  clever  business  ex- 
ploitation by  the  owners.  They  featured 
the  news  of  the  seating  installation  on 
their  marquee  as  well  as  in  the  local  press. 
Hearing  device  stations  are  placed  at  in- 
tervals throughout  the  auditorium. 

The  air  conditioning  plant,  located  in 
the  basement,  conditions  the  entire  build- 
ing. Year-round  control  of  temperature 
is  obtained  by  the  circulation  of  air  from 
15,000  to  35,000  cubic  feet  per  minute,  con- 
trolled by  a variable  speed  fan  through  a 
duct  system  of  distribution  to  all  parts  of 
the  house.  In  winter,  a mixture  of  fresh 


Advisory  Service 

Since  modern  theatre  decorating  is 
a specialized  art  requiring  counsel, 
creative  talent  and  planning  ability 
which  are  not  usually  available  at  all 
points  of  the  country,  Mr.  Teichert 
has  agreed  to  serve  our  readers  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  He  ivill  be  glad  to 
correspond  with  any  of  our  readers 
who  may  wish  information  and  advice 
on  decorating  procedure.  All  such  in- 
quiries will  be  given  prompt  attention. 
Address  your  inquiry  to  The  Modern 
Theatre,  332  S.  Michigan  Avenue, 
Chicago,  III.  It  will  be  imme- 
diately referred  to  Mr.  Teichert  for 
analysis  and  advice,  without  obliga- 
tion. 


and  recirculated  air  is  heated  by  passing 
over  coils  heated  with  steam.  During  in- 
termediate seasons,  all  fresh  air  is  used. 

Finest  sound  reproduction  was  prepared 
for  in  the  renovation  of  the  Mazda.  Not 
only  in  the  provision  of  the  best  possible 
sound  equipment  but  in  acoustical  treat- 
ment for  the  maximum  efficiency  in  sound 
reception  for  the  patrons.  Decorations 
were  done  over  walls  and  ceilings  formed 
out  of  perforated  acoustical  finish  material 
of  a fibrous  nature  that  has  excellent 
sound  absorption  qualities  as  well  as  an 
ideal  decorating  surface. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  like  to  sum- 
marize the  whole  project  by  saying  that 


there  is  no  theatre  in  this  country  of  simi- 
lar size  and  situation  which  is  more  mod- 
ern in  decorations  or  more  luxurious  in 
appointments  than  the  New  Mazda  Thea- 
tre in  L’Anse,  Michigan.  We  assume  the 
right  to  make  such  a statement  because 
our  business  is  conducted  among  all 
classes  of  theatres. 

But  now  for  the  moral:  It  is  always 
good  policy  to  make  a trip  of  inspection 
and  investigation.  What  others  are  doing, 
have  done  or  can  do,  when  seen  first- 
hand, may  save  a lot  of  disappointment  in 
the  end.  Cooperation  is  the  keynote. 

Grobaski  Brothers  went  about  it  that 
way — and  it  worked  beautifully. 


This  Modern  Paint 
Has  Started 

l^HEATRE  J)eCORATION 


With  TEXOLITE*  you  can  meet  today’s 
modern  trend  in  interior  decoration — a 
demand  for  rich  and  striking  color  treat- 
ments. And  you  can  meet  it  at  low  cost. 

For  in  most  cases,  only  one  coat  of 
Texolite  is  needed  to  cover  the  majority 
of  surfaces.  And  Texolite  goes  a long  way, 
too.  A single  gallon  will  usually  cover 
from  600  to  800  square  feet  of  wall  or 
ceiling  surface. 

Texolite  has  high  light  reflectivity.  It 


dries  with  the  soft,  glareless  surface  so 
essential  to  eye  comfort.  It  can  be  easily 
cleaned  with  wallpaper  cleaner. 

Texolite  comes  in  10  attractive  pastel 
shades— and  11  brilliant  deep  colors.  They 
can  be  blended  to  meet  your  particular 
requirement. 

Send  today  for  a 40-page  FREE  book, 
“Modern  Principles  in  Paint  and  Decora- 
tion.” It  may  save  you  many  dollars  on 
your  painting  and  decorating  problems. 


TEXOLITE 

Product  of  UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  COMPANY  *R^eisUrcd  trade-mark 


United  States  Gypsum  Co.,  300  West  Adams  St.,  Chicago.  111.  MT~9-lb 

Send  me  the  40-page  book  of  interior  decorating  facts — “Modern  Principles  in  Paint  and  Decoration. 

NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE ■ . . . 
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CONDUCTED  IN  COLLABORATION  WITH  LEAD- 
ING THEATRE  ARCHITECTS  AND  ENGINEERS 


An  Economical  Restoration  of  a 
Fire-Damaged  Theatre 

How  the  ruins  of  an  old  building  were  turned  most  effectively 
into  a fashionable  new  place  of  entertainment  through  capable 
planning  and  application  of  modern  materials. 


UT  of  the  char- 
red and  water- 
soaked  remains 
of  a fire-swept  the- 
atre building  in  Bald- 
winsville,  N.  Y.,  came 
the  inspiration  for  the 
case  history  here  to  be 
presented. 

Had  it  not  been  for 
an  unfortunate  turn  of 
fate  that  practically 
reduced  the  former 
Palace  Theatre  to 
ashes,  the  details  to 
follow  could  not  have 
been  given.  But  as  an  old  saying  goes, 
“Fate  works  wonders  its  missions  to  per- 
form,” and  with  a fatalistic  regard  for 
another  old  saw,  that  “everything  happens 
for  the  best,”  at  least  we  can  find  plenty 
of  consolation  for  the  owners  in  the  final 
outcome  of  a project  forced  suddenly  upon 
them  by  serious  fire  damage. 

The  pictures  and  particulars  in  review 
of  the  outcome  are  presented  through  the 
courtesy  of  Michael  J.  DeAngelis,  theatre 
architect,  who  handled  the  planning  and 
supervised  the  project  to  final  completion. 
Mr.  DeAngelis  is  a member  of  the  Archi- 


tectural Advisory  Board  of  The  Modern 
Theatre  Planning  Institute. 

Case  History 

The  Palace  Theatre,  at  Baldwinsville. 
N.  Y.,  is  one  of  the  properties  of  the 
S.  & C.  Theatre  Corporation.  Located  in 
upper  central  New  York  State  not  far  from 
Syracuse,  Baldwinsville  has  a population 
of  slightly  less  than  4,000,  but  the  area 
contiguous  thereto  provides  ample  support 
to  the  850-seat  Palace  Theatre  under  the 
management  of  Sam  Slotnick. 

The  fire  which  occurred  early  this  year 
quite  thoroughly  gutted  the  premises.  A 
thorough  remodeling  of  the  structure  and 
a complete  replacement  of  equipment  was 
therefore  necessary.  And  during  the  pro- 
cess a number  of  changes  were  made  in 
the  layout  to  improve  the  appearance  and 
efficiency  of  the  plant  and  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  latest  demands  for  con- 

Inset — Indicatmg  the  condition  of  the 
lobby  and  foyer  of  the  Palace  Theatre, 
at  Baldwinsville,  N.  Y.,  following  the 
fire  which  practically  destroyed  it.  At 
left — The  new  foyer  looking  outward  to 
the  entrance  lobby,  and  (at  right)  the 
same  section  looking  inside  toward  the 
standee  rail. 


M.  .1.  De.ANGELIS, 


venience  and  refinement  in  the  provision 
of  moving  picture  entertainment. 

Approximately  $18,000  was  expended  for 
reconstruction,  including  a new  porcelain 
enamel  facade  and  a specially  fabricated 
new  marquee  equipped  with  latest  devices 
for  impressive  outdoor  advertising  appeal. 

This  custom  built  marquee  is  of  excep- 
tionally attractive  design  created  for  eye 
appeal  that  will  get  the  attention  of  pass- 
ersby  and  lead  them  to  the  boxoffice. 

Other  new  equipment  and  furnishings 
represented  an  additional  expenditure  of 
about  $12,000,  making  a total  investment 
of  approximately  $30,000. 

By  ingenious  planning  and  judicious  se- 
lection of  materials  that  went  into  the 
restoration  of  the  fire-swept  Palace,  a 
final  result  was  produced  that  would  place 
an  observer’s  estimate  of  the  cost  at  a 
much  higher  figure  than  the  amoimt 
actually  spent. 

Sans  benefit  of  an  actual  photograph 
of  the  front  elevation  of  the  rejuvenated 
Palace  Theatre,  we  shall  pass  over  this 
point  of  interest  except  for  the  particu- 
lars given  above,  wherein  reference  was 
made  to  the  colorful  porcelain  enamel  fa- 
cade and  a new  modern  sign  and  marquee 
with  attraction  boards  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  changeable  letters  of  the  sil- 
houette type. 

Foyer  Is  Featured 

The  treatment  of  the  entrance  lobby  and 
foyer  in  the  remodeling  process  was  one 
of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  project. 
Here  an  atmosphere  of  functional  mod- 
ernity is  fully  expressed.  The  sidewalls 
of  this  area  are  covered  with  leatherette 
in  two  contrasting  tones  of  tan,  each  shade 
separated  by  bronze  stripes;  impressionable 
and  easy  to  look  at. 

The  lobby  ceiling  is  done  in  acoustical 
board  arranged  in  tile  formation  and 
painted  in  star  effects.  Indirect  lighting  is 
provided  through  fixtures  of  stainless  steel. 
Main  entrance  doors  equipped  with  modern 
closing  devices  are  attractively  designed 
with  half-round  panes  to  form  a complete 
circular  panel  when  closed. 

The  second  lobby  or  foyer  is  fully  car- 
peted with  a modern  pattern  of  unique 
and  striking  design.  A large  mural  carry- 
ing out  the  effect  of  stars  and  cherubim 


in  the  firmament  adds  materially  to  the 
interest  of  this  important  portion  of  the 
theatre.  Chrome  tubular  furniture  in  har- 
monizing color  are  well  placed  for  the  in- 
terest and  convenience  of  waiting  patrons. 

Upon  entering  the  entirely  renovated 
auditorium  of  the  Palace,  the  patron  is  in- 
troduced to  a most  unusual  and  interest- 
ing decorative  treatment.  The  sidewalls  are 
covered  with  flame-proofed  velour  in  a 
pleasing  design  and  coloring  that  sug- 
gests the  modern  streamline  effect. 

The  decorative  treatment  was  produced 
over  the  original  fire-damaged  sidewalls 
by  furring  with  2 by  4’s  spaced  to  re- 
ceive the  velour.  A highly  effective  result 
was  thus  produced  at  minimum  expense. 
The  new  ceiling  was  formed  of  acoustical 
fibre  board  arranged  in  striking  step- 
formation  and  tile  effect  for  excellent 
sound  correction  efficiency  and  decorative 
interest. 

Silver-painted  wood  stripes  encircle  the 
auditorium  walls  horizontally  to  accentu- 
ate the  flame-proof  velour  treatment.  The 
wainscot  is  painted  brown.  Velour  in  large 
strips  covers  the  walls  with  coral -colored 
small  strips  and  a touch  of  blue  with  a 
background  of  silver  for  the  decorative 
design.  Splay  walls  on  each  side  of  the 
proscenium  arch  are  in  cardinal  red  velour. 

Shortcomings  Corrected 

The  original  Palace  was  quite  “barny” 
in  appearance  due  to  its  being  out  of  pro- 
portion for  best  operating  efficiency. 
Therefore,  by  “stepping”  the  ceiling  of 
the  auditorium  and  building  down  drop 
walls  in  the  standee  space  and  foyer,  a 
most  interesting  and  cozy  effect  is  now 
produced  with  indirect  lighting  from  spe- 
cially arranged  troughs. 

At  each  side  of  the  proscenium  is  to  be 
noted  a particularly  clever  handling  of  the 
air  intake  grilles.  A statuette  pilaster  atop 
each  grille  is  flanked  on  both  sides  by  ver- 
tically set  lighting  troughs  to  form  a sort 
of  niche  which  serves  to  center  attention 
on  the  stage  section  of  the  auditorium. 
The  side  draperies  are  cardinal  red  and 
the  screen  curtain,  automatically  con- 
trolled and  operated,  is  yellow  gold  with 
draping  in  silver. 

Indirect  lighting  is  employed  through- 
out the  auditorium  with  stainless  steel  in- 
direct lighting  discs  located  at  intervals 
on  the  sidewalls  and  controlled  by  dim- 


The  small  center  inset  shows  the  con- 
dition of  the  auditorium  section  of  the 
Palace  after  the  fire.  Larger  pictures 
(right  and  left)  are  fore  and  aft  pic- 
tures of  the  auditorium  following  its 
complete  restoration  in  modern  form 
and  furnishing . 

mers.  A hospitable  atmosphere  with  plenty 
of  house  appeal  is  apparent  in  every  detail 
of  the  renovated  auditorium. 

Comfortable  seating  was  one  of  the  ma- 
jor accomplishments  of  this  enforced  mod- 


ernization project.  Gracefully  curved  end 
standards  of  modern  design,  lighted  at  suit- 
able intervals  along  the  carpeted  aisles, 
serve  well  to  suggest  the  solid  comfort 
that  awaits  the  customers  who  are  seated 
in  full  velour  upholstered  chairs  of  the 
modern  posture  type. 

Mechanical  Provisions 
To  complete  and  make  practical  the 
resurrection  and  correction  of  this  fire- 
damaged  theatre  the  very  latest  improved 
(Continued  on  page  58) 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 

Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  vrith  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  impartially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  TfflS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  9-16-39 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 

Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 
covering  the  following  subjects: 


□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

□ Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

□ Coin  Changers 

Q Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 

□ Heating  Equipment 

□ Lighting  Fixtures 

□ Lounge  Furniture 

□ Plumbing  Fixtures 

□ Projectors 

n Projection  Lamps 


□ Screens 
n Seating 

□ Signs  and  Marquees 

□ Sound  Equipment 

□ Theatre  Fronts 

□ Ticket  Machines 

□ Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity.. 


Address 


City 


State.. 


Signed.. 


(Owner-Manager) 
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Cleanability  of  seat  upholstery  is  ex- 
pressed in  this  sectional  view  of  the 
auditorium  of  the  Rodgers  Theatre,  at 
Cairo,  111.  A leather-coated  fabric 
called  “ Russialoid”  is  the  material  used 
in  this  instance.  (Photo  courtesy  Irwin 
Seating  Company.) 

terials  fall  into  this  group.  The  flat  fab- 
rics, available  in  a wide  price  range  are 
colorful,  comfortable  and  have  good  wear- 
ing qualities.  The  nature  of  the  flat  fab- 
rics causes  them  to  absorb  spots  and  stains 
readily,  but  if  such  marks  are  removed 
while  still  fresh  you  may  count  on  your 
flat  fabrics’  remaining  daintily  attractive 
for  many  years.  The  cotton  fabrics  in  this 
group  do  not  attract  moths,  are  easily  spot 
cleaned,  renovated  or  washed  with  soap 
and  water.  These  fabrics  are  particularly 
lovely  in  soft  coral  tones,  greenish-blues 
and  plum  shades. 

Coated  fabrics  (cloth  back  with  a layer 
or  layers  of  coating  to  give  greater  wear- 
ing quality)  in  simulation  of  genuine  leath- 
er give  excellent  wearing  service.  These 
materials  are  the  easiest  of  all  to  reno- 
vate. They  do  not  readily  absorb  stain. 
A clean  cloth  and  a good  soap  is  all  you 
need.  The  leatherette,  or  coated  fabric,  is 
simply  sponged  with  the  soap  and  then 
wiped  with  a damp  cloth.  If  surface  dirt 
is  unusually  heavy,  this  operation  should 
be  repeated  several  times.  Cleaning  sol- 
vents are  not  only  unnecessary — but  should 
never  be  used — on  coated  fabrics. 

Simplify  Spot  Cleaning 
By  following  the  proper  procedure  a 
satisfactory  spot  cleaning  job  may  be  done 
on  any  pastel  colored  upholstery,  regard- 
less of  its  fabric  classification.  After  cush- 
ions have  been  beaten  gently  with  a switch 
or  carpet  beater  and  all  dust  removed,  the 
surface  should  be  wiped  off  with  a clean 
damp  cloth.  Then,  spots  and  stains  caused 
by  candy  (chocolate  or  otherwise),  ice 


EMPHASIZING  THE  ESSENTIAL  PHASES  OF 
HOUSE  HYGIENE  IN  THEATRE  MAINTENANCE 


Pastel  Color  Vogue  Inspires  a New 
Theatre  Cleaning  Routine 


By  Katherine  Hedick 


to  the  impression  of  immaculate  cleanli- 
ness made  by  these  new  shades.  You  are 
assured  by  the  salesman  that  the  colors 
are  fast,  will  not  fade.  You  believe,  be- 
cause of  their  color  tone,  they  will  not 
readily  show  wear.  Yet — what  about  clean- 
ing? Will  the  upkeep  be  too  proportion- 
ately large  to  justify  your  following  this 
trend  in  your  theatre? 

Colorful  Fabrics  Are  Practical 

The  answer  to  these  questions  is  found 
in  an  analysis  of  modern  fabrics.  Classify 
them  as:  1.  pile  fabrics;  2.  flat  fabrics; 
3.  coated  fabrics  and  leatherettes. 

Your  pile  fabric  is  identified  by  its  erect 
fibers  which  form  the  wearing  surface. 
Mohair  velvets,  mohair  friezes,  cotton  ve- 
lour and  similar  fabrics  fall  into  this  group. 
Here  you  find  spots  or  stains  may  easily 
be  removed  before  the  fabric  is  renovated 
(given  an  all-over  general  cleaning).  This 
is  because  the  spots  or  stains  do  not  com- 
pletely penetrate  the  material  but  cling 
to  the  pile  where  they  may  be  removed 
with  ease. 

Flat  fabrics  are  those  without  a pile — 
the  fibers  lie  flat  and  their  sides  form  the 
wearing  surface.  Broadcloth,  whipcord, 
denim,  damasks  and  most  slip  cover  ma- 


WHETHER  permanent  upholstery  or 
removable  slip  covers  are  used  in 
the  theatre,  their  beauty  and  com- 
fort are  a matter  of  first  consideration. 
The  theatre-manager  studies  draperies  and 
upholstery  from  the  dual  standpoint  of 
both  fashion  and  service. 

Pastel  colored  decorations  are  rapidly 
becoming  a high  fashion  note.  The  list  of 
de  luxe  theatres,  auditoriums,  broadcast- 
ing studios,  and  hotels,  following  the  new 
trend  of  pastel  colored  upholstery  is  im- 
pressive— but  until  you  have  studied  the 
ease  with  which  such  upholstery  may  be 
cleaned,  you  may  be  reluctant  to  follow 
this  new  style.  Doubt,  as  to  whether  such 
colors  will  maintain  their  look  of  crisp 
freshness  through  the  necessary  (to  you) 
years  of  wear,  naturally  assails  you. 
There  is  no  question  in  your  mind  as 


The  coated  fabric  (simulated  leather) 
is  used  for  the  seats  and  mohair  velvet 
covers  the  backs  of  chairs  in  the  New- 
ton Theatre,  at  Newton,  Mass.  A com- 
bination of  unusual  practicability. 
(Photo  courtesy  Heywood-Wakefield 
Company.) 
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Mohair  velvet  upholstery  jnaterial  in  a charming  coral  shade  is  the  pile  fabric  used 
effectively  in  the  Normandie  Theatre,  New  York  City.  The  popular  pastel  vogue  is  ex- 
pressed here  with  marked  degree  of  cleanability . (Photo  courtesy  American  Seating  Co.) 


A view  of  the  first-floor  seating  section  of  the  Hennepin-Orpheum  Theatre,  in  Minne- 
apolis. “Naugahyde,”  a simulated  leather  is  used  for  the  seat  upholstery , which  can 
be  cleaned  with  ordinary  soap  and  water.  (Photo  courtesy  United  States  Rubber  Co.) 


A coated  fabric  in  simulation  of  genuine 
leather  with  a satin-like  gloss  finish  is 
used  for  pleasant  deeorative  harmony 
and  cleaning  facility  in  the  powder  room 
of  the  Hall  of  Music  at  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair. 

cream,  mildew,  iron,  rust,  etc.,  will  usually 
respond  to  heavy  soapsuds.  More  stubborn 
stains,  such  as  grease,  oil,  blood,  tar  and 
chewing  gum,  will  require  the  use  of  a 
suitable  cleaning  solution  followed  by  an 
application  of  soapsuds.  Always  start 
cleaning  well  outside  the  spotted  or  stain- 
ed area  and  work  in  toward  the  center, 
slowly  and  with  a circular  motion.  This 
will  avoid  formation  of  a cleaning  ring. 
Remove  the  suds  with  a brush  or  sponge 
dipped  in  clear  water.  If  the  fabric  is 
pile,  brush  the  surface  several  times  in 
the  direction  of  the  pile  or  nap  while  it  is 
still  damp.  When  absolutely  dry,  brush 
the  fabric  in  the  opposite  direction  to 
restore  its  nap. 

First  aid  kits,  for  the  cleaning  of  pile 
and  flat  fabrics  should  always  be  on  hand. 
Prompt  attention  to  spots  and  stains  will 
restore  the  material  to  its  pristine  fresh- 
ness and  avoid  later  grief  and  disappoint- 
ment. We  suggest  that  this  kit  contain 
soaps,  clean  cloths,  household  ammonia 
water  and  a cleaning  solution  such  as  car- 
bon tetrachloride  for  use  on  persistent 
stains.  Brushes  for  the  removal  of  loose 
dust  and  dirt  may  also  be  included  in  the 
kit.  A kit,  such  as  the  one  described,  will 
spare  you  the  complaints  of  patrons  whose 
light  apparel  has  brushed  up  soot  or  orher 
spots! 

Concerning  Slip  Covers 
Do  you,  as  is  often  charged,  forget  that 
your  slip  covers  are  removable?  Do  you 
consider  them  sin  coverers — instead  of  seat 
covers?  Sadly  enough,  many  managers  do 
take  this  attitude.  They  pop  on  the  slip 
covers  without  protecting  the  health  of 
their  patrons  and  preserving  the  life  of 
their  upholstery  by  beating,  dusting  and 
washing  with  soap  and  water  the  chairs 
and  cushions.  Once  in  place,  the  slip 
covers  are  allowed  to  remain  in  service  for 
months.  Naturally,  they  get  dirty,  limp 
and  bedraggled,  and  their  use  falls  into 
disrepute. 

Slip  covers,  properly  used,  are  an  asset 
to  any  theatre.  If  the  old  upholstery  is 
outmoded,  wearing  thin  or  inappropriate 
in  color  scheme  for  certain  seasons,  slip 
covers  provide  a crisp,  fresh  decor  at  little 
expense.  When  slip  covers  are  laundered 
at  frequent  intervals,  their  sanitation  is 
immediately  and  pleasantly  apparent.  Prac- 
tically all  materials  used  for  slip  covers 
may  be  laimdered  in  soapsuds  and  warm 
water  without  injury  to  the  fabric.  So, 
why  not  set  aside  certain  dates  for  the 


washing  of  your  slip  covers  and  make  their 
use  a blessing  instead  of  a disgrace? 

Pastels  Serve  Dual-Purpose 

To  meet  the  public’s  demand  for  decora- 
tion that  fulfills  the  requisites  of  sanita- 
tion and  at  the  same  time  appears  beau- 
tiful and  clean,  the  pastel  colors  are  un- 
equalled. Tlieir  very  appearance  pro- 
claims “cleanliness,”  while  the  fact  that 
soap  and  water  may  be  used  as  their  chief 
cleaning  agent  assures  sanitation. 

Today,  knowledge  of  the  kinds  of  dirt, 
degrees  of  dirtiness,  and  nature  of  these 
dangers  have  advanced  the  popular  con- 
ception of  cleanliness  to  that  point  where 
the  patrons  of  a theatre  (or  any  public 
place)  want  proof  that  not  only  surface 
dirt  has  been  removed  but  hidden  dirt 
has  been  banished,  too.  Your  patrons  will 
appreciate  the  assurance  of  the  frequent 
use  of  soap  and  water  in  your  theatre. 

The  inexpensiveness  of  soap  as  a clean- 
ing agent  makes  it  available  to  every 
budget.  The  ease  and  quickness  with  which 
soap  puts  dirt  and  soil  into  solution  for 
removal,  saves  time  and  work.  Therefore, 


it  truly  can  be  said  that  pastel  colors  are 
practical.  It  would  be  safe  to  predict  that 
their  vogue  will  continue  and  increase. 

Disinfectants  Should 

Combine  Cleaning,  Too 

The  primary  purpose  of  a disinfectant 
is  to  kill  certain  germs  and  its  ability  to 
do  this  efficiently  is  one  of  the  most  es- 
sential tests  of  its  value.  Certain  cleansers 
such  as  soap  and  water  have  little  disin- 
fecting quality  and  many  disinfectants 
have  no  cleaning  power.  It  is  often  im- 
portant to  choose  a product  that  combines 
both  qualities. 

Not  only  will  labor  costs  be  reduced, 
since  two  jobs  are  being  done  at  one  time, 
but  it  will  tend  to  effect  economies  of  ma- 
terials, as  one  product  is  doing  the  work 
of  two.  Many  effective  disinfectants  of  this 
type  are  on  the  market  today  and  they 
are  especially  recommended  for  use  in 
theatre  washrooms  and  other  parts  of  the 
house. 
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How  Long  Since  You 

Changed  Your  Lenses? 

Projection  with  sharp  definition  and 
faithful  reproduction  of  camera  recordings 
is  not  possible  with  objective  lenses  that 
have  been  in  use  for  years. 

Frequent  cleaning,  carefully  done,  may 
have  served  to  prolong  the  usefulness  of  a 
projection  lens;  but  it  is  also  safe  to  as- 
sume that  cleaning  has  also  contributed  to 
its  deterioration  through  minute  scratches 
and  other  forms  of  erosion  that  reduce 
optical  efficiency. 

Objective  lenses,  “the  eyes  of  the  pro- 
jector,” should  be  replaced  more  frequent- 


ly in  the  interest  of  better  projection.  The 
grey  fuzziness  and  out-of-focus  effect  that 
often  accompanies  the  presentation  of  pic- 
tures can  usually  be  traced  to  the  poor 
condition  of  this  vital  part  of  a projection 
system. 


In  carpeting  or  recarpeting  your  thea- 
tre, don’t  forget  that  good  lining  is  what 
lends  added  beauty  and  it  makes  the  car- 
pet last  many  times  longer,  too. 


Cleanliness  is  a house  condition  no  ex- 
hibitor can  afford  to  trifle  with.  The  hum 
of  the  vacuum  cleaner  should  be  heard 
more  frequently  around  our  theatres. 


Thousands  of  Theatres  Make  Money 
Every  Day  With  Their  Supers . . . 


Because  in  theatres  they  do 
things  no  other  machine  even 
attempts.  Clean  the  screens, 
drapes,  curtains,  box  fronts,  stat- 
uary, high-up  things.  Never  a 
ladder — all  from  the  floor.  No 
accidents.  Prolongs  life  of  car- 
pets and  furnishings.  Cuts 
labor  payroll.  Keeps  house 
spic  and  span,  pleasing  pa- 
trons. Sells  more  tickets. 
Investment  little — upkeep 
very  low.  Free  trial  in 
your  own  house.  Ask 
your  whole- 
saler or 


You  quickly  get 
l)ack  your  Super 
investment  i n 
screen  cleaning 
alone. 


THE  NATIONAL  SUPER  SERVICE  COMPANY 


1941  N.  13TH  STREET,  TOLEDO,  OHIO 


RUSSIALOID 

REG.  TRADE-MARK 

Artificial  Leather  for  Seating 

Modern  theatre  designers  and  owners  are  specify- 
ing RUSSIALOID  because  it  is  smarter  looking 
and  wears  better. 

RUSSIALOID  insures  long  and  satisfactory  ser- 
vice. Cleans  easily.  It  comes  in  many  fast  colors 
and  varied  patterns. 

Write  us  for  samples 

THE  PANTASOTE  COMPANY,  INC. 

250  PARK  AVENUE,  AT  46TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK 


Advisory  Board 

The  PLANNING  INSTITUTE  is  conduct- 
ed in  collaboration  with  the  following  thea- 
tre architects,  structural  designers  and  en- 
gineers, who  have  agreed  to  act  as  technical 
advisers  to  the  Institute  and  editorial  text 
contributors  to  THE  MODERN  THEATRE 
from  their  respective  localities. 

Charles  N.  Agree, 

Detroit,  Michigan. 

Samuel  C.  Allen, 

Saginaw,  Michigan. 

Clifford  A.  Balch, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Bruce  F.  Barnes, 

St.  l.ouis.  Mo. 

Arnold  E.  Baschen  & Assoc., 

Fresno,  Calif. 

Boy  .V.  Benjamin, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Bennett  & Straight, 

Dearhorn,  Mich. 

T.  H.  Buell  & Co., 

Denver,  Colo. 

Corgan  & Moore, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Michael  J.  DeAngelis 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Eugene  DeKosa, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Erwin  G.  Fredrick, 

Chicago,  111. 

Win.  I.  Ilohauser,  Inc., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Donn  llougen, 

Wisconsin  Kapids,  Wis. 

Houston  & Smith, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

Mark  I).  Kalischer, 

Chicago,  HI. 

Clarence  Kivett, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

S.  Charles  Lee, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Edu  ard  Paul  Lewin, 

Chicago,  111. 

I.iebeiiherg  & Kaplan, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

MaeKie  & Kamrath, 

Houston,  Tex. 

Marr  & Holman, 

Nasliville,  Tenn. 

Pereira  & Pereira, 

Chicago,  111. 

Pettigrew  & W’orley, 

Dallas,  Tex. 

H.  A.  Kaapke, 

Omaha,  Neb. 

C.  W.  & Geo.  L.  Kapp,  Inc., 

Chicago,  111. 

I ietor  A.  Itigamount, 

Pittshiirgli,  Pa. 

Eliasopli  & Greenspoon, 

Montreal,  Que.,  Canada 
Siiillman  & Spillman, 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

O.  W'.  Stiegemeyer, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Erie  G.  Stillwell,  Inc., 

Hendersonville,  N.  C. 

David  Supowit*, 

Pliiladelphia,  Pa. 

Wetlierell  & Harrison, 

Des  Moines,  la. 

NOTE:  The  Institute  does  not  undertake 
the  practical  functions  of  an  architect  or 
designer.  Its  service  is  intended  merely 
to  place  our  readers  in  touch  with  reliable 
local  sources  of  preliminary  information 
and  advice  on  theatre  planning  and  struc- 
tural problems.  Inquiries  pertaining  to 
Architectural  Service  will  be  relayed  to  the 
nearest  member  of  the  advisory  board. 
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East,  West,  North  and  South — they  are  all  going  to  Wagner  Changeable  Multiple- 
Size  Letters.  Here  is  another  installation  by  a well-known  easter7i  house. 


Wagner  Claims 

ARE  VINDICATED! 

The  EXCLUSIVE  right  of  Wagner  Sign  Service,  Inc.  to  manufacture 
Changeable  Silhouette  Letters  under  patents  No.  2048040  and  No. 
2119430  has  been  decreed  by  the  U.  S.  District  Court  at  Chicago  in  a 
decision  entered  on  June  21,  1939. 

These  Popular  Letters 
Are  Available  In  a 
Wide  Variety  of  Colors 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 

218  S.  Hovne  Ave CHICAGO  123  W.  64th  St NEW  YORK 

706  E.  Hancock  Ave DETROIT  6 Britain  St TORONTO 

Pacific  Coast  Representative;  B.  F.  Shearer  Company 


SMPE  Fall  Convention 

To  Be  Held  Oct.  16-19 

Hotel  Pennsylvania,  New  York  City,  na- 
tional headquarters  of  the  Society  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Engineers,  will  be  the  scene 
of  the  twenty-fourth  annual  convention 
of  the  Society,  to  be  held  October  16  to 
19,  inclusive.  The  technical  progress  which 
the  motion  picture  industry  has  made  in 
the  past  year  will  be  reviewed  at  the  Con- 
vention, in  many  outstanding  technical 
papers  presented  by  the  industries  lead- 
ing engineers  and  executives. 

E.  A.  Williford,  President  of  the  So- 
ciety, will  preside  at  many  of  the  Con- 
vention’s gatherings.  General  arrange- 
ments are  in  charge  of  W.  C.  Kunzmann, 
Convention  Vice-President,  who  is  also  in 
charge  of  registration  and  information. 
An  extensive  program  of  interesting  pa- 
pers and  technical  presentations  is  being 
arranged  by  J.  I.  Crabtree,  Editorial  Vice- 
President,  and  by  the  Papers  Committee 
headed  by  Sylvan  Harris. 

Local  arrangements  and  reception  of 
Society  delegates  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
an  18-man  committee  headed  by  D.  E. 
Hyndman,  Chairman  of  the  Society’s  At- 
lantic Coast  Section.  Hotel  and  transpor- 
tation arrangements  are  in  charge  of  J. 
Frank,  Jr.,  and  his  committee.  H.  Griffin 
heads  the  committee  on  convention  pro- 
jection. Mrs.  O.  F.  Neu  will  act  as  hos- 
tess to  the  ladies,  assisted  by  her  Ladies 
Reception  Committee. 

One  of  the  principal  events  of  the  Con- 
vention will  be  the  Banquet  and  Dance, 
to  be  held  October  18  at  the  Hotel  Penn- 
sylvania, when  the  annual  presentations  of 
the  Progress  Medal  and  Journal  Award  will 
be  made.  The  Progress  Medal  is  awarded 
annually  by  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
Society  in  recognition  of  any  invention, 
research  or  development  which  has  re- 
sulted in  a significant  advance  in  motion 


picture  technology.  TTie  Journal  Award 
is  made  by  the  same  Board  to  the  author 
or  authors  of  the  most  outstanding  paper 
originally  published  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Society  during  the  preceding  calendar  year. 
The  names  of  the  award  recipients  will  be 


announced  at  the  banquet. 

Mr.  Hyndman  emphasized  the  need  for 
making  hotel  reservations  early  because  of 
the  out-of-town  crowds  attending  the 
World’s  Fair.  He  said  reservation  cards 
should  be  returned  as  soon  as  received. 


CONFIDENCE! 

The  dependable,  unchanging  good 
quality,  year  in  and  year  out,  has 
earned  for  STABILARC  the  trust  of 
the  industry  it  has  been  serving 
these  many  years. 

e 

FOR  A DEPENDABLE  UNIFORM 
POWER  SUPPLY  INSTALL  A 

b TAB  I L ARC 

Motor  Generator 

35  VOLT  UNITWIN 
(Requires  No  Ballast  Rheostats) 
42-60-80  VOLT  MULTIPLE 


AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa, 

Rxport  Office: 

220  W.  42n(]  St.,  New  York  City 
Also  Manufacturers  of  AllentowTi  Steel 
Curtain  Tracks  and  Curtain  Machines 


SUPER-CINEPHOR  PROJECTION 


keeps  the  box  office  busy 

Many  of  your  audience  may  not  know  a projection  lens  from  a sound  track,  but  they  do 
know  good  projection  quality  and  show  it  in  patronage. 

Audiences  like  pictures  that  are  clear  and  sharp  from  center  to  edges.  They  like  the  bril- 
liance and  color  fidelity  of  Super-Cinephor  Projection.  You'll  enjoy  the  box  ofiice  reaction 
to  Super-Cinephors  in  your  projection  booth.  Send  for  details  of  this  truly  anastigmatic 
color  corrected  projection  lens.  Bausch  <S  Lomb  Optical  Co.,  720  St.  Paul  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


BAUSCH  &■  LOMB 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  16,  1939 
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DEVOTED  TO  A CLEARER  UNDERSTANDING 
OF  TEMPERATURE  CONTROL  IN  THEATRES 


You  Theatre  Fellows  Can't  Eat  Your 
Cake  and  Still  Keep  It  Whole 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


M’D  really  like  this 
article  to  be  of  in- 
terest to  sellers  and 
installers  of  air  con- 
ditioning equipment. 

And  it  ought  to  be  of 
interest  to  you  theatre 
owners,  too.  So  listen 
in,  all  of  you. 

When  three  classes 
of  people  who  have  to- 
tally different  ideas 
and  objectives  get  to- 
gether to  do  a job,  it  might  be  educa- 
tional to  compare  points  of  view  and  ends 
to  be  attained.  Naturally,  I am  referring 
to  the  Seller,  the  Buyer  and  Me.  I think 
I am  just  about  as  smart  as  Old  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, because  at  least  I can  read 
the  “handwriting  on  the  wall.”  It  is  plain 
enough  for  all  to  see,  but  I have  yet  to 
find  these  three  classes  of  people  assume 
a middle-of-the-road  point  of  view  when 
an  air  conditioning  job  is  to  be  bought  and 
installed. 

We  All  Want  It 

The  seller  frankly  wants  to  make  some 
money.  The  buyer  frankly  wants  to  save 
some  money,  and  I want  to  see  a work- 
manlike job  done.  There  are  many  like 
me.  The  theatre  owner  will  claim  he 
shares  my  view  and  the  seller  will  pro- 
fess the  same.  But  most  generally  this  is 
just  lip  service  to  an  idea,  because  both 
buyer  and  seller  high  pressure  me  and 
others  of  my  ilk  into  using  something  our 
better  judgment  warns  against  in  the  in- 
terest of  a saving  on  price. 

Many  times  the  equipment  we  don’t  like 
is  of  good  manufacture  and  may  be  in- 
stalled in  an  artistic  way.  But  its  suit- 
ability may  be  sorely  lacking.  Lots  of  con- 
ditioning plants  have  been  installed  ac- 
cording to  my  plans  but  I have  been  lim- 
ited in  a necessary  part  of  my  function; 
namely  that  of  being  selective  about  the 
reputation  and  size  of  the  apparatus  used. 

I have  been  known  to  call  for  a larger 
boiler  than  standard  practice  seems  to  de- 
mand because  I saw  a sure  fuel  economy 
as  well  as  the  desirability  of  using  more 
cold  fresh  air  than  you  theatre  owners 
are  accustomed  to,  or  may  think  you  need. 
I have  specified  a 10,000  or  20,000  c.f.m. 


*Air  Conditioning  Engineer,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 


blower  for  a job  and  quoted  the  owner  the 
best  price  I could  obtain,  only  to  have 
him  tell  me  he  could  buy  a blower  for 
far  less.  Then  I have  had  to  explain  to 
him  that  the  blower  of  my  choice  delivers 
its  rated  volume  of  air  at  1 inch  or  IVi 
inch  static  pressure  whereas  the  blower  he 
is  flirting  with  is  rated  at  “Free  Air 
Delivery.” 

Further  than  that,  I must  select  a blower 
operating  at  a quiet  speed,  which  neces- 
sarily increases  the  size  of  it.  I encoun- 
ter blowers  on  many  jobs  that  deliver  the 
same  volume  of  air,  but  they  are  speeded 
up  until  they  sound  like  a turbine  in  a 
power  plant.  If  you  owners  want  noise 
too,  you  can  buy  a blower  cheaply  enough. 
But  I am  just  bringing  out  points  having 
reference  to  “suitability.” 

Now,  equipment  can  have  a perfect  score 
as  to  suitability  when  capacity  to  do  the 
job  is  considered,  yet  it  may  be  most  un- 
suitable from  the  standpoint  of  econom- 
ical operation.  I know  of  many  air  con- 
ditioning plants  that  nearly  break  the  own- 
ers’ backs  on  account  of  operating  ex- 
pense: otherwise  they  do  a swell  job! 

Caution  to  Cake-Eaters 

You  theatre  owners  can’t  eat  your  cake 
and  have  it,  too.  If  you  cut  out  of  a con- 
ditioning job  a few  hundred  dollars  and 
think  you  are  smart,  the  chances  are  that 
you’re  only  being  dumb.  Because — the  low- 
est cost  job  seldom  is  the  job  that  operates 
for  least  expense.  You  get  what  you  pay 
for — no  more  and  no  less — in  this  as  well 
as  any  other  business. 

If  the  seller  is  not  aware  that  he  is  up 
against  fierce  competition  and  should  he 
also  be  an  engineer,  he  will  make  his 
initial  recommendations  for  apparatus  that 
is  cheapest  for  you  in  the  long  run;  but 
not  initially.  However,  when  he  finds  that 
you  are  getting  prices  from  Tom,  Dick  and 
Harry,  he  will  most  probably  revise  his 
proposal  to  be  in  line  with  what  his  com- 
petition offers.  Manifestly,  he  cannot  sell 
you  unless  he  does  this  very  thing.  Then 
either  of  you  can  be  either  the  “slicker” 
or  the  “sucker.” 

Just  give  the  seller  credit  for  being  just 
as  honest  as  you  are.  I’m  the  crook.  I 
use  tactics  that  range  from  sly  maneu- 
vering to  downright  stickups  at  pistol - 
pernt,  to  procure  on  my  jobs  those  things 
which  I know  must  be  used  to  satisfy  you. 

Low  operating  costs  have  been  an  out- 


standing offspring  of  my  “crookedness.” 
A better-than-standard  air  conditioning 
result  has  been  obtained  which  has  its 
salient  effect  on  the  boxoffice.  Sometimes 
when  a job  is  finished  and  the  owner  is 
happy  and  says,  “Have  a cigar,”  I tell  him 
in  a burst  of  confidence  that  unbecomes 
me  just  what  I did  to  him  to  insure  his 
getting  the  proper  result. 

Never  yet  has  one  of  these  victims  of 
my  connivery  failed  to  call  me  a blankety- 
blank  son  of  a so-and-so  and  then  said, 
“Have  another  cigar!”  But  when  adroit- 
ness and  honesty  fail,  as  they  sometimes 
do,  I am  driven  to  the  necessity  of  saying: 
“Get  yourself  another  engineer.” 

Declaration  of  Independence 

I can  pull  a sit-down  strike  if  I want 
to  because  I have  little  or  no  monetary 
investment  in  you.  Even  when  I do  a job 
under  the  best  possible  conditions  and 
with  hearty  cooperation  from  everybody, 
my  total  fee  in  some  cases  hardly  pays 
more  than  my  cost  of  gasoline.  If  so  many 
of  you  did  not  give  me  a royal  welcome 
when  I call  around,  I might  transfer  my 
sunny  disposition  and  winning  ways  to 
other  and  less  deserving  markets. 

Some  folks  crave  licker.  Some  people 
dip  snuff.  Some  souls  crave  money.  But  I 
crave  notoriety.  I’m  getting  it,  too.  I’m 
known  to  you  theatre  owners  almost  as  well 
as  Dillinger  was  to  the  G-men — and  I may 
come  to  the  same  sad  end,  so  I’m  doing 
my  shootin’  now,  before  I get  shot. 

Don’t  think  that  I have  you  personally 
at  heart.  Don’t  suppose  it  for  a minute. 
I am  interested  in  your  job,  not  you.  And 
I’ll  scrap  you  with  every  argument  I can 
think  of  to  protect  your  job  against  you 
when  you  foolishly  jeopardize  it  by  try- 
ing to  save  too  much  money. 

I know  I can  get  what  I want  out  of 
the  seller  provided  the  price  is  agreeable 
to  you.  He’d  rather  sell  “bigger  and  bet- 
ter” apparatus  every  time.  But  he  won’t 
pass  up  small  orders  either  if  he  senses 
that  you  are  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish. 

The  seller  and  I get  along  because  he 
finds  I am  willing  for  him  to  make  a fair 
profit.  But  he  also  finds  that  I won’t 
permit  him  to  gouge  you,  should  he  be  so 
inclined.  Once  in  awhile  I’d  like  to  let 
him  do  it,  but  I take  my  spite  out  on  a 
few  of  you  by  giving  you  a better  job 
than  you  deserve.  I do  this  by  pitting  my 
wits  against  yours  even  to  the  point  of 


Are  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  ex- 
plained in  common,  non-technical 
every-day  terms  becomes  less  baffling 
to  the  man  who  wants  to  buy  equip- 
ment. If  you  are  confused  regarding 
the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  urrite  a letter  to  Gordon 
H.  Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  outlining  your 
conditions,  seating  capacity,  room  di- 
mension, present  equipment,  etc.  Give 
him  the  facts,  ENCLOSE  POSTAGE 
for  reply  and  he’ll  be  glad  to  analyze 
your  layout  and  give  you  unbiased 
recommendations  on  your  require- 
ments. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  Imaginary  concoctions  for  the  purpose  of  mls- 
representlne  reader  interest.  Orieinal  sighted  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  sub.iect  to  the  ap- 
proval of  correspondents. 


capturing  the  workmen  on  the  job  so  that 
they  work  for  me  while  you  only  pay  them. 

Many’s  the  time  I’ve  cajoled  a sheet- 
metal  man,  a steamfitter  or  a manufac- 
turer into  providing  some  little  extra  thing 
that  could  be  charged  for  legitimately. 
Many’s  the  time,  too,  when  I’ve  changed 
my  plans  slightly  with  a blue  pencil  while 
on  the  job,  to  ease  a situation  they  were 
up  against. 

Tip  to  Tough  Customers 

But  some  of  you  theatre  owners  put  us 
up  against  situations  that  hold  incredible 
hardships  if  we  are  to  make  money  while 
giving  you  a decent  job.  The  first  de- 
sideratum will  not  be  sacrificed  by  any  firm 
intending  to  stay  in  business;  so  you  have 
to  take  your  chances  on  the  latter. 

I don’t  take  any  chances  at  all  that 
would  jeopardize  the  quality  of  a job.  If 
necessary  to  go  to  the  mat  with  you,  I do 
it.  But  can  the  equipment  sellers  do  this 
even  if  they  want  to?  You’d  merely  get 
mad  and  give  your  business  to  somebody 
else  and  they  would  be  out  in  the  cold, 
helplessly  watching  you  get  yourself  into 
hot  water. 

Somebody  is  needed  aroimd  here  to  spout 
some  plain  talk,  and  since  there  has  been 
a conspicuous  absence  of  ripe  tomatoes, 
cabbages,  rotten  eggs  and  things  like  that, 
I am  constrained  to  go  right  on  talking. 
I hope  to  fire  a shot  in  your  direction  that 
will  hit  you  right  where  you  think.  My 
reason  for  wanting  to  do  this  is  the 
further  hope  that  my  job  will  be  made 
easier  while  handling  some  of  you.  Lots 
of  times  I devote  more  thought  to  this 
problem  than  to  the  job,  because  doing 
a job  is  just  a routine  chore  with  me. 

Most  of  the  theatre  jobs  I get  are  where 
the  owner  has  become  so  confused  with 
contrary  talk  on  the  part  of  salesmen  that 
he  throws  his  job  in  my  lap  with  a feel- 
ing that  perhaps  I am  no  worse  than  the 
worst  of  them  and  I do  talk  like  I know 
sump’n.  I had  one  fellow  tell  me  that  “if 
B.  S.  were  music,  you’d  be  a whole  brass 
band.”  He  said  this  after  the  fifth  job 
I did  for  him,  so  he  must  like  the  way  I 
swing  it.  At  least,  I think  I made  it  stick. 

But  I don’t  see  why  these  three  differing 
points  of  view  that  have  to  be  considered 
on  every  job  cannot  be  ventilated  by  the 
thought  of  others  beside  myself.  I haven’t 
said  the  last  word  about  it  by  any  means 
and  it  merits  further  discussion.  So  speak 
right  up,  some  of  you  sinners! 

Let’s  Get  Together 

Must  it  ever  remain  the  eternal  triangle? 
Cannot  some  of  you  colleagues  of  mine 
write  in  letters  devoid  of  compliments  and 
make  a few  constructive  remarks?  Surely 
some  old  experienced  and  flea-bitten 
equipment  salesman  will  come  forward  and 
present  his  point  of  view.  I get  the  theatre 
owners’  all  right.  It’s  in  my  mail  every  day. 

And  I’d  like  just  one  theatre  owner  to 
discuss  the  matter  in  general  terms  and 
not  as  applied  to  his  particular  problem. 
No  theatre  owner  has  yet  written  me  who 
did  not  drag  out  the  skeleton  in  his  closet 
which  was  put  there  by  some  so-and-so, 
and  often  names  are  mentioned.  I am  just 
a bit  tired  of  viewing  bones  and  grave- 
yards and  having  people  write  me  in  all 
apparent  seriousness  to  inquire  if  I can 
air  condition  their  houses  for  a hundred 
bucks  or  less. 

I only  wish  that  now  and  then  someone 
would  say  something  besides,  “How  cheap 


From  a town  out  in  Iowa  with  the  name 
of  a famous  Indian  maid  comes  a letter 
from  a theatre  man  who,  adopting  our 
recent  admonition  to  “look  at  blueprints 
before  you  buy,”  has  asked  us  to  do  some 
looking  for  him: 

The  Letter:  “I  have  enjoyed  your  articles 
in  Boxofpice  for  some  time  and  as  I am 
planning  on  constructing  a new  theatre  I 
would  like  your  ideas  on  cooling  and  ven- 
tilating for  enclosed  blueprints.  'These 
plans  may  be  changed  some,  so  far  as  the 
front  is  concerned,  but  seating  arrange- 
ment and  size  of  theatre  proper  will  be  as 
per  blueprints. 

“Plan  on  putting  fan  and  washer  under 

stage.  I have  an  old  type ....blower 

and  washer.  This  washer  was  in- 

stalled two  years  ago.  I don’t  know  what 
size  it  is.  But  you  tell  me  what  you  think 
I need.  I plan  on  putting  in  a new  blower. 
'This  cooling  system  is  for  theatre  only, 
not  offices. 

“Will  you  please  return  blueprint?  An 
early  reply  will  be  greatly  appreci- 
ated.— J.  B.” 

The  Answer:  “Received  your  letter  of 
the  7th  as  well  as  architect’s  sketch  of 
your  proposed  new  theatre. 

“Please  let  me  know  at  once  the  tem- 
perature of  your  city  water  during  the 
hottest  day  of  the  summer  season.  Or  if 
you  propose  to  get  your  water  out  of  a 
deep  well  on  your  own  property,  let  me 
know. 

“Now  I note  that  the  architect  shows 
boiler  room  in  basement  near  the  main 
entrance  and  from  your  letter  I understand 
that  you  propose  to  place  blower  and  other 
cooling  equipment  under  the  stage.  This 
means  a separate  heating  system  and  a 
separate  cooling  system,  which  is  more 
costly  and  not  as  good  as  one  system  to 
both  heat  and  cool. 

“Does  your  building  extend  all  the  way 


can  you  do  it?”  The  chin-music  too  many 
of  you  theatre  owners  make  is  just  like 
the  lilt  of  a cock  sparrow — “Cheep!  cheep! 
cheep!”  Only  it  isn’t  spelled  that  way. 

Going  to  the  other  extreme  of  incom- 
patibility, I have  seen  installations  in  the 
larger  metropolitan  houses  which  cost 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars  and 
have  wished  I could  have  one-half  of  what 
I could  have  saved  in  doing  an  even  better 
job.  But  I keep  mum  on  these  cases. 

Forget  the  Gadgets 
Salesmen,  contractors  and  engineers, 
such  as  I,  have  no  fundamental  differences 
of  opinion.  We’d  like  to  see  you  have  a 
good  job  if  you  will  permit  it.  You’d  like 
to  have  one,  too — we’ve  heard  you  say  so. 
But  if  you  really  made  this  fact  known 
at  the  time  of  installation,  why  do  so  many 
of  you  write  to  me  cussing  some  poor 
salesman  or  contractor? 

If  you’d  pay  more  attention  to  the 
total  cost  of  a job  instead  of  the  itemized 


to  the  rear  property  line?  Or  anyhow, 
can’t  12  feet  additional  depth  be  provided 
behind  your  rear  wall  adjacent  to  your 
screen? 

“I  like  a two-story  outhouse  approxi- 
mately 12  by  22  feet,  with  boiler  and  coal 
bin  at  grade  level  and  blower  and  other 
equipment  directly  overhead  on  second 
floor.  Usually  a 9-foot  ceiling  height  is 
required  for  boiler  room  and  at  least  7 
feet  for  fan  room  directly  overhead. 

“Maybe  this  suggested  arrangement  is 
not  possible  for  you  but  it  would  save 
you  some  money  if  it  could  be  used.  Ex- 
cavating imder  the  stage  is  expensive  and 
a fresh  air  intake  to  blower  would  be 
necessary,  whereas  with  the  arrangement  I 
proixise  it  is  not. 

“Naturally  I can’t  make  a layout  for  you 
until  space  is  allocated  for  the  equipment. 
I can  jamb  it  under  the  stage  if  you  say 
so,  but  if  you  are  going  to  use  an  air 
washer  you  had  better  check  the  eleva- 
tion of  sewer  to  be  sure  the  washer  over- 
flow will  go  off  by  gravity. 

“A  sectional  elevation  through  your 
house  would  be  helpful,  as  well  as  a front 
elevation  of  the  stage-end.  I’d  like  to  dis- 
tribute your  air  right  through  the  pros- 
cenium arch  and  this  may  call  for  a dif- 
fuser grille  approximately  22  by  166  inches 
in  size.  It  has  a most  pleasing  appearance 
and  can  be  had  in  any  finish  desired.  I 
will  hold  your  drawing  imtil  I hear  from 
you.— G.  H.  S.” 


Recently  we  covered  a case  for  a Wis- 
consin theatre  owner  which  came  in  to  us 
in  the  usual  routine.  Right  back  came 
his  response,  which  is  typical  of  the  way 
most  of  you  fellows  express  appreciation 
for  straight-forward  advice  cheerfully 
given: 

The  Letter:  “Your  letter  of  the  3rd  in 
answer  to  our  inquiry  received.  I did  not 
(Continued  on  page  59) 


cost  of  the  gadgets,  you  might  get  a better 
job  for  less  money.  At  least,  there  is  that 
logical  chance  worth  taking.  Pay  someone 
to  analyze  your  situation  for  you  and  give 
you  recommendations  not  beclouded  with 
sales  talk.  There  are  many  engineers  will- 
ing to  render  this  service — and  it’s  the 
most  imderpaid  profession  in  the  world. 
Take  my  word  for  it! 

Then  call  in  salesmen  from  selected  firms 
rather  than  throw  yourself  wide  open  to 
the  heterogeneous  collection.  Ask  them 
all  to  figure  on  the  same  result.  Let  them 
discuss  quality  with  you  as  well  as  price 
and  don’t  always  select  the  cheapest  man 
among  them. 

Of  all  the  unconditioned  businesses  I’ve 
ever  dipped  my  long  nose  into,  this  is  it! 
Air  conditioning  originated  in  a theatre 
and  it  might  as  well  finish  there.  But 
for  gawd  sakes,  let’s  all  get  some  condi- 
tioned thought  into  it,  lest  it  finish  us. 

I’m  finished,  right  now! 
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PRACTICAL  DISCUSSIONS  ON  THE 
MECHANICS  OF  PROJECTION  AND  SOUND 


A Modestly  Priced  Mechanism  for 
Moderate-Sized  Theatres 


lELDING  to  a growing  demand  for 
the  modern  mechanical  means  of  a 
higher  standard  of  projection  among 
theatres  of  smaller  size  and  limited  income 
possibilities,  International  Projector  Cor- 
poration is  introducing  a new  sound-pro- 
jector mechanism  and  an  accompanying 
assembly  which  shows  encouraging  possi- 
bilities of  replacing  many  ante-dated 
equipments  still  in  use. 

According  to  announcement,  the  new 
Simplex  SI  mechanism  has  been  designed, 
manufactured  and  priced  to  supply  the 
definite  demand  for  an  equipment  which 
will  provide  better  sound  and  visual  pro- 
jection for  moderate-sized  theatres  with 
seating  capacities  ranging  from  200  to 
800  seats. 

Although  modestly  priced,  it  is  promised 
that  the  new  mechanism  will  give  satisfac- 
tory results  and  meet  the  needs  of  the 
special  field  for  which  it  is  intended.  Thus 
it  will  enable  the  theatre  owner  who  has 
been  compelled  to  use  old,  worn-out  and 
obsolete  equipment  to  purchase  standard 
modern  equipment  at  a cost  that  compares 
with  the  low-priced  new'  and  rebuilt  equip- 
ment now  in  demand  among  small  theatres. 
The  new  mechanism  has  many  of  the 

A modern  projector  and  sound  assem- 
bly for  medium-  and  small-sized  thea- 
tres recently  introduced  by  Interna- 
tional Projector  Corporation. 


latest  modern  improvements,  such  as  front 
and  rear  shutters,  semi-centralized  lubri- 
cation, air  deflector  and  aperture  cooling 
unit,  sprocket  strippers  of  the  non-wrap- 
around type,  fire  shutter  safety  trip  of  ad- 
vance design,  and  other  features  which,  in 
practical  use,  have  proved  useful  to  the 
theatre  owner  and  projectionist  in  improv- 
ing sound  and  visual  projection  and  re- 
ducing maintenance  costs. 

“Hunting  Type”  gears  are  used  in  the 
gear  train  of  the  new  “SI”  mechanism 
as  in  all  other  Simplex  equipments.  Hunt- 
ing type  gears  have  an  uneven  number  of 
teeth  and  for  this  reason  the  same  teeth 
do  not  continue  to  mesh  as  the  gear  re- 
volves. Each  tooth  in  the  gear  meshes 
with  every  other  tooth  on  the  mating  gear 
in  the  course  of  several  revolutions,  and 
this  results,  it  is  pointed  out,  in  an  even 
distribution  of  wear,  prevents  the  develop- 
ment of  high  or  low  spots,  and  is  an  in- 
creased assurance  of  quiet  performance. 

Furthermore,  with  the  hunting  type 
gears,  it  is  unnecessary  to  mark  for  an 
exact  tooth  when  the  gears  are  removed 
temporarily,  and  they  do  not  have  to  be 
put  back  in  mesh  in  a certain  way.  The 
gears  are  simply  slipped  on  to  their  shafts 
without  regard  to  which  tooth  meshes 
with  another.  This,  of  course,  tends  to  re- 
duce maintenance  and  repair. 

The  “SI”  mechanism  is  entirely  gear 
driven,  but  there  has  been  a simplifica- 
tion of  the  drive  and  fewer  parts  are  used 
than  in  any  gear  train  which  has  been 
employed  heretofore  in  the  regular  mech- 
anism. The  shutter  shaft  upper  sprocket 
assembly  and  intermittent  drive  assembly 
are  an  integral  unit.  Operating  parts  are 
enclosed  in  an  oil  tight  case  and  operate 
in  an  oil  bath. 

Enclosed  Movement 

Certain  dimensional  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  intermittent  movement,  but 
the  design  is  essentially  the  same  as  that 
which  has  long  been  incorporated  in  pre- 
vious models.  All  Simplex  intermittent 
movements  are  completely  enclosed,  oper- 
ate in  an  oil  bath  and  have  long  proved 
their  ability  to  stand  up  under  hard  grinds. 
Purchasers  of  the  new  mechanism  are 
assured  by  the  producer  that  the  new 
equipment  will  give  equal  satisfaction. 

Framing  knobs  project  from  either  side 
of  the  mechanism  and  in  framing  the  en- 
tire upper  drive  unit  and  intermittent  as- 
sembly moves  forward  or  backward  as  a 
unit  while  the  gate  and  film  trap  remains 
stationary — only  a slight  change  in  the 


The  new  Simplex  “SI”  mechanism  as 
it  appears  open  for  inspection. 


loop  length  brings  the  picture  into  frame 
when  this  is  required. 

The  lower  sprocket  idler  assembly  can  be 
mounted  in  either  of  two  positions  to  cor- 
rectly align  the  mechanism  with  any  type 
of  sound  head  currently  available  by  means 
of  two  “bosses”  which  are  provided  in  the 
main  frame.  The  gate  and  film  trap  as- 
sembly is  of  simplified  design  which  has 
proved  particularly  satisfactory  where 
warped  film  has  been  used. 

Although  the  lubrication  of  “SI”  mech- 
anism is  semi-centralized,  in  addition  to 
the  gear  train,  several  separate  points  are 
provided  for  parts  that  require  attention 
from  time  to  time.  A special  composition 
is  used  throughout  for  bearings  and  these 
ordinarily  will  need  no  attention  as  they 
are  of  the  self -lubricating  type.  As  an 
additional  protection,  adequate  lubrication 
is  assured  by  feeding  oil  to  the  outer  cir- 
cumference of  these  bearings  which  is  ab- 
sorbed by  the  bearings  and  released  as 
required.  The  level  of  the  lubricant  in 
the  upper  oil  chamber  and  intermittent  oil 
chamber  can  be  seen  readily  through  the 
glass  windows. 

Aperture  Air  Cooled 

Another  one  of  the  featured  points  of 
the  new  mechanism  is  the  new  air  de- 
flector and  aperture  cooling  unit  now  man- 
ufactured as  an  attachment  or  an  inte- 
gral part  of  the  company’s  highest  priced 
projectors.  The  new  air  deflector  and 
aperture  cooling  plate  does  four  jobs  and 
does  them  so  well,  it  is  claimed,  that  no 
projector  mechanism  should  be  without  this 


Have  You  a Problem? 

Conductors  of  the  CINE'  CEINIC  wdll  be 
griad  to  answer  questions  relating:  to  problems 
of  projection  and  sound  operation  and  prac- 
tices througrh  tliese  columns.  State  your  prob- 
lem clearly,  detailing:  symptoms  of  trouble. 
Answers  to  questions  of  general  interest  will 
l>e  published  in  a later  issue,  identified  by  in- 
quirer’s initials  only.  Should  you  desire  pri- 
vate information  or  advice,  enclose  stamp  for 
reply.  Address  The  MODERN  THEATRE, 
Room  334,  333  S.  Michig:an  Ave.,  Chicagro,  111. 
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important  improvement.  The  air  deflector 
and  aperture  cooling  unit  serves  to  steady 
the  light  and  make  the  picture  more  pleas- 
ing and  easier  on  the  eyes.  It  also  effects 
a definite  reduction  of  heat  at  the  aper- 
ture, prevents  carbon  dust  and  dirt  from 
being  drawn  from  the  lamphouse  into  the 
mechanism  and  also  prevents  drawing  of 
gasses  from  the  arc  lamp  into  the  pro- 
jection room. 

The  automatic  fire  shutter  is  also  an 
important  safety  factor,  and  it  has  demon- 
strated its  value  in  continued  and  wide 
practical  use.  The  automatic  fire  shutter 
operates  in  the  following  manner: 

Should  the  film  remain  stationary  at 
the  aperature  for  any  reason,  the  upper 
loop  enlarges  above  the  aperture  plate, 
lifts  a curved  tripper  piece  which  in- 
stantly releases  the  fire  shutter  so  that 
absolutely  no  light  can  reach  the  film. 
The  importance  of  this  device  as  a safety 
precaution  cannot  be  denied. 

Framing  and  focusing  knobs  may  be 
manipulated  from  either  side  of  the  mech- 
anism and  a framing  light  is  provided 
which  enables  the  projectionist  to  thread 
the  film  in  frame  without  difficulty  re- 
gardless of  the  density  of  the  film.  This 
is  accomplished  by  means  of  a reflector 
mounted  on  a fire  shutter  which  reflects  a 
beam  of  light  through  the  aperture  from 
behind. 

To  increase  visibility  and  encourage 
cleanliness,  the  interior  of  the  operating 
side  is  finished  in  white  enamel.  Lubrica- 
tion points  are  conspicuously  marked  in 
red.  All  major  assemblies  are  attached 
to  an  auxiliary  support  casting,  which  in 
turn  is  rigidly  mounted  on  the  mechanism 
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Get  spare  photocells  for  your 
projectors.  It  pays.  Order 
from  your  supply  dealer! 

G-M  LABORATORIES,  INC. 

Dept.  J - 1731  Belmont  * Chicago 


casing  to  make  it  a simple  matter  to  re- 
move assemblies  for  inspection  or  repair. 

New  Base  for  Rigidity 

The  entire  “SI”  mechanism  is  modern  in 
design  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  new 
“SI”  pedestal,  for  the  first  time  permits 
the  delivery  of  complete  Simplex  equip- 
ment with  sound  and  visual  projection  at 
a price  that  is  intended  to  be  within  reach 
of  all  exhibitors. 

The  new  pedestal  is  also  designed,  manu- 
factured and  priced  for  moderate-sized  the- 
atres and  to  give  the  best  possible  pro- 
jection at  the  lowest  possible  cost.  This 
pedestal  will  permit  many  theatres  to  dis- 
card the  three  or  five  point  pedestals  de- 
signed and  manufactured  many  years  ago 
to  support  the  rather  flimsy  projection 
and  lamphouse  equipment  then  in  use;  and 
better  sound  equipment  was  introduced  as 
an  additional  burden.  The  new  pedestal 
provides  a rigid  and  sturdy  base  which 
will  be  found  amply  adequate  for  modern 
mechanisms,  lamphouses,  sound  heads  and 
magazines. 

The  “SI”  pedestal  is  a vibration-proof 
base  which  gives  an  additional  assurance 
of  steadiness  on  the  screen.  It  is  designed 
somewhat  along  the  lines  of  the  heavier 
and  more  expensive  models,  has  a built-in 
hand-wheel  and  lock  nut  for  adjustment 
for  obtaining  the  correct  angle  and  is  also 
provided  with  sufficient  adjustment  to 
align  the  projection  lamp  accurately.  Allen 
headless-adjusting  screws  provided  for  the 
four  corners  of  the  base  permit  the  equip- 
ment to  be  aligned  easily,  regardless  of 
any  irregularities  that  may  exist  in  the 
projection  room  floor. 

Some  economies  have  been  effected  by 
the  elimination  of  lateral  adjustment  de- 
vices used  on  other  bases,  but  the  new 
pedestal  has  retained  many  features  of  the 
higher-priced  equipment,  such  as  space  for 
installing  all  wiring  in  the  base  itself,  ade- 
quate plug-in  receptacles  and  a 100-ampere 
switch  and  switch  box  accessible  from 
either  side  of  the  projector.  The  removal 
of  a latch  door  allows  the  projectionist  or 
installation  engineer  access  for  connecting 
or  disconnecting  the  several  electric  cir- 
cuits. 

The  “SI”  pedestal  weighs  approximately 
225  pounds,  is  finished  in  black  crackled 
enamel  to  match  the  standard  finish  of 
the  mechanism,  lamphouse  and  magazines. 

Light  Source  and  Sound 

A new  low  intensity  lamp  and  lamphouse 
for  medium-sized  theatres  is  another  fea- 
ture of  the  new  “SI”  projector.  The  lamp 
unit  is  of  advanced  design,  quite  sturdy, 
roomy  and  it  employs  an  extra  large  elip- 
tical  reflector  11%  inches  in  diameter.  The 
lamp  mechanism  has  an  automatic  ball 
bearing  arc  control  motor,  ammeter  with 
illuminated  scale,  arc  imager  and  means 
for  quickly  striking  the  arc.  It  is  equipped 
with  inside  dowser  which  operates  from 
either  side  of  lamphouse  and  has  remov- 
able ash  tray.  It  is  offered  as  an  extreme- 
ly economical  and  efficient  lamp  and  lamp- 
house  designed  and  constructed  to  meet 
present-day  needs  of  small  theatres. 

Completing  the  Simplex  “SI”  projection 
and  sound  assembly  for  medium-sized  the- 
atres is  the  new  Type  E Four-Star  sound 
equipment,  including  a rotary  stabilizer 
sound  head,  volume  control  amplifier, 
power  amplifier  and  stage  loud  speaker 
equipment  of  latest  design  and  develop- 
ment. 


'IransVerteK 

Retains  Its  Original  Pep 

When  other  types  of  current  conversion 
require  a "shot-in-the-arm''  to  keep  up 
their  output,  think  of  the  satisfaction  of 
having  a Transverter  that  is  always 
ready  to  go  ...  at  the  turn  of  the 
switch. 

Consult:  The  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply  Co.;  in  Canada,  The  General 
Theatre  Supply  Co.;  or  write  us 

The  Hertner  Electric  Co. 

12695  Elmwood  Ave.,  Cleveland,  O.,  U.S.A. 

Exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the  Transverter 


White,' Silver  and 

Shatter-Proof  Beaded  Lf.!....,.., ' 


Uniform  spacing  of  the  sound  perfora- 
tions in  Da-Lite  Screens  permits  un- 
obstructed passage  of  sound  with  the 
minimum  loss  of  light  reflection.  Re- 
sult, brilliant,  sharp  pictures  as  well  as 
full  toned  perfect  sound.  Write  for  full 
details. 

Da-Llte  Screen  Co.,  Inc. 

2725  N.  Crawford  Rve.,  Chicago,  111. 
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PREFERRED 


Strong 
Arc  Lamps 

Your  Guide 
to  Better  Projection 


guaranteed 


products  are  sold  by 
Independent  Theatre 
Supply  Dealers 


The 

STRONG  ELECTRIC 

Corp. 

2591  LAGRANGE  STREET 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


— EXPORT  OFFICE  — 

ROOM  2002,  220  WEST  42nd  ST. 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


An  Economical  Restoration 
of  a Fire-Damaged 
Theatre 

(Continued  from  page  49) 


models  of  projection  and  sound  reproduc- 
ing equipment  were  installed.  Very  few, 
if  any,  of  the  mechanical  or  functional  re- 
quirements of  modern  theatre  operation 
were  omitted  in  overhauling  the  Palace 
Theatre. 

The  obvious  advantages  and  observable 
results  of  resourceful  planning  are  evi- 
dent in  this  instance.  The  circumstances 
might  well  have  encouraged  the  owners 
of  this  fire-swept  theatre  to  approach  its 
restoration  in  a hurried,  haphazard  man- 
ner. The  fact  that  they  placed  their 
problem  in  the  hands  of  an  experienced 
theatre  architect  and  accepted  his  recom- 
mendations readily  is  evidence  of  their 
good  judgment.  The  result  speaks  for  it- 
self both  in  the  appearance  of  quality  and 
the  reasonable  cost  at  which  quality  was 
obtained. 

The  S.  & C.  Theatre  Corporation  and 
the  architect,  Mr.  M.  J.  DeAngelis,  are 
certainly  to  be  congratulated  on  their  joint 
accomplishment  in  creating  a really  mod- 
ern theatre  out  of  the  charred  remains  of 
its  much  less  attractive  and  efficient  pre- 
decessor. 


Dry  Cleaning  Is  Best 

For  Soiled  Screens 

Theatre  maintenance  men  have  spent  a 
lot  of  money  and  time  trying  to  wash 
moving  picture  screens.  Up  to  date,  the 
most  satisfactory  way  to  clean  a screen 
has  been  found  to  consist  of  brushing  the 
screen  with  a suitable  brush  at  least  once 
a week.  In  this  way  the  surface  is  kept 
fairly  free  from  dust.  A vacuum  cleaner 
with  a special  screen  cleaning  attachment 
gives  excellent  results.  It  is  especially 
useful  in  getting  the  dust  and  dirt  out  of 
the  sound  pores. 

There  is  no  satisfactory  way  of  wet- 
washing a screen.  This  has  been  proved 
by  the  experiments  of  large  circuit  opera- 


tors. The  fabric  itself  is  washable,  but 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  remove  the  dirt 
from  an  area  as  large  as  that  of  a motion 
picture  screen  evenly  and  uniformly  with- 
out leaving  streaks. 
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The  Projector  parts  that 
give  longer  and  better  service 
because  they  are  Hardened  and  Ground. 

•SCRVlC^-’ 

Manufactured  and  Guaranteed  by 

LaVezzi  Machine  Works 

180  N.  Wacker  Drive  - Chicago,  III. 

Established  1008 


Do  Your  Seats  Need 
New  Upholstery? 

Then  Upholster  With 


The  Imitation  Leather 
That  is  ...  . distinctive 
Used  by  Leading  Theatre  Circuits 
■^WATERPROOF 
-kWASHABLE 
-kDURABLE 
-►FLEXIBLE 

Most  numbers  in  roller  grain,  eliminating 
plate  marks.  All  numbers  in  stock  for 
immediate  delivery. 

Send  for  oar  sample  books. 

ATLANTIC  MERCANTILE  CO. 

109  West  64th  St.  New  York,  N.  Y. 


REMODELING? 

You  can  dress  up  your  lobby  at  a very 

low  cost  with 

DE-FI  CHROME  METAL  INSERT  FRAMES 

All  standard  sizes. 

See  your  supply  dealer  or  writs  direct  for 
sample,  (No  Charge) 

DE-FI  MANUFACTURING  CO, 

17  No.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


An  intelligent  and  effective  modernization  program  accomplished  re- 
markable results  in  PALACE  THEATRE,  Baldwinsville,  New  York. 

Mr.  Michael  De  Angelis,  Architect,  has  done  a grand  job  in  this  theatre. 

All  decorations,  draperies,  wall  fabrics  and  murals  done  by  . . . 

NOVELTY  SCENIC  STUDIOS,  Inc. 

320  WEST  48TH  STREET  — NEW  YORK  CITY 

20th  Year  — Creators  of  Smart  Interiors 
Draperies  — Murals  — Interior  Decoration 
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POPCORN  MACHINES 


Before  you  buy  any  popcorn  ma- 
chine, obtain  full  information  on  Cre- 
tors'  glamorous,  new  models  . . . Thea- 
tre executives  praise  their  beauty  . . . 
The  Cretors  name-plate  assures  them 
to  be  dependable  and  efficient. 

We  have  built  popcorn  machines  ex- 
clusively for  54  years  . . . Our  prices  are 
right  . . . Convenient  terms  if  desired 
. . . Write  today  for  free  catalog  show- 
ing many  models. 

C.  CRETORS  & COMPANY 
602-G24  W.  Cermak  Road,  Chicago,  111. 

Popcorn  Machine  Headqx  -'rters 
since  1885 


Daytons  Are  Equips ei  With 
Safety  Shoes  At  No  Extra  Cost 

Mow,  because  many  states  require 
safety  shoes  on  all  ladders  not  perm- 
anently attached,  including  step  lad- 
ders, the  Dayton  is  equipped  with  the 
new  Queen  Safety  Shoe  at  no  added 
cost.  This  remarkable  new  s.hoe  is  of 
the  steel  ferrule  type,  with  easily  re- 
placeable vacuum  cup  rubber  treads, 
and  conforms  with  all  state  codes  for 
specific  requirements. 

For  double  protection,  insist  upon  the 
Dayton,  the  original  safety  ladder. 

Write  Dept.  MT-9  for  Details  and  Catalog. 

Safety  Ladder  Co. 

121-123  W.  Third  Street,  CINCINNATI,  O. 


Simmons'  Q-and-A  Corner 
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know  until  now  that  so  much  valuable 
information  could  be  put  into  one  letter. 

I realize  that  our  cooling  system  at  pres- 
ent is  little  better  than  none  at  all,  but 
it  is  the  best  we  can  afford  at  the  present 
and  I wish  to  assure  you  that  we  sincerely 
appreciate  greatly  any  help  you  can  give  us. 

“You  ask  how  much  space  we  have  be- 
tween the  sidewalls  and  the  screen  so  that 
you  could  size  the  oi>enings  for  us.  We 
have  five  feet.  In  sizing  the  openings, 
would  it  be  possible  to  keep  in  mind  the 
possibility  that  by  another  year  we  might 
be  in  a position  to  install  larger  blowers 
and  that  we  could  use  the  same  openings? 
Also  with  the  larger  openings,  should  the 
blowers  be  moved  back?  They  are  up  to 
the  wall  now. 

“We  also  will  ask  the  local  power  com- 
pany to  test  our  motors  and  if  their  find- 
ings will  help  you  we  will  advise. 

“They  are  reporting  some  very  fine 
catches  in  lake  fishing  in  this  vicinity  and 
should  you  be  in  this  territory  we  will  be 
more  than  glad  to  arrange  to  help  you 
catch  some,  or  at  least  try  our  darndest 
to  help  you  catch  a mess.  Looking  forward 
to  your  answer  and  a fishing  trip,  I beg 
to  remain. — R.  F.  N.” 

The  Reply:  “Thanks  for  the  kind  words 
in  your  letter  of  the  6th.  It  is  always 
possible  to  answer  a letter  in  concrete 
terms  instead  of  with  vague  generalities 
when  adequate  information  is  furnished. 

“But  sometimes  we  get  confused  in  our 
thoughts  just  as  was  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
when  he  found  that  he  had  mice  in  his 
barn.  He  had  a cat  and  a kitten  that 
could  not  get  inside  when  the  barn  was 
locked  up,  so  he  cut  a hole  in  the  barn 
door  to  fit  the  cat  and  another  hole  along- 
side for  the  kitten.  But  anyhow,  he  did 
get  rid  of  the  mice. 

“Now  you  have  a couple  of  air  supply 
openings  that  are  ‘kitten’  size,  and  a ‘kit- 
ten’ size  blower,  too,  whereas  you  need  a 
blower  that’s  a damn  sight  bigger  than  any 
cat. 

“So  tell  me  now  if  you  want  a ‘kitten 
size’  hole  or  a ‘cat  size’  hole  and  whether 
you  are  going  to  buy  a cat  or  keep  the 
kitten  you  now  have.  A hole  sized  for  your 
kitten  would  be  too  small  for  a cat-size 
blower,  and  vice  versa. 

“You  could  make  a hole  in  the  wall  big 
enough  for  a horse,  but  if  you  haven’t  a 
big  enough  blower  you  still  have  no  ven- 
tilating system. 

“Each  opening  should  be  eight  square 
feet.  Make  ’em  24  by  48  inches.  Top  of 
opening  to  be  18  inches  below  ceiling  line 
and  side  of  opening  to  be  12  inches  from 
side  building  wall.  Move  your  blower  back 
so  that  the  blower  outlet  is  as  far  away 
from  the  supply  grille  as  the  grille  is  wide. 
Some  vanes  should  be  inserted,  too,  to 
prevent  all  the  air  blowing  through  the 
middle  of  grUle. 

“When  you  do  this,  let  me  know,  and 
then  I’ll  specify  the  diffuser  grilles  for 
you.  Then  I might  come  up  there  most 
any  time  at  all  with  my  fishing  pole. — 
G.H.  S.’’ 


A modern,  well-kept  theatre  is  the  most 
salable  thing  you  can  offer  the  public. 
And  it  keeps  them  coming  back  for  more. 


\ 

/ 

Brite-Chrome 

Display 

Frames 

Can*t  Tarnish 

/ 

Can’t  Rust 

rr. 

Indoors  or  Outdoors 

s 

Z 

\ 

I You  know  how  the  chromium 
plating  on  your  car  defies  rust  and 
tarnish.  Now  you  can  grace  your 
lobby  and  entrance  with  attractive 
Display  Frames  that  also  remain 
brilliant  indefinitely. 

They  are  Brite-Chrome  Display 
Frames— all-steel  with  new  rigid 
corner  construction — nickel  plated, 
then  heavily  chromium  plated. 
Indoors  or  out  they  always  retain 
their  eye-catching  brilliance. 

Four  kinds — insert  frames,  wall 
frames,  easel  frames,  wall-cabinet 
frames.  Prices  are  surprisingly  low, 
starting  at  60c.  Sizes  to  fit  all  stand- 
ard cards,  and  many  others. 

Stainless  steel  frames  made  on 
special  order. 

See  your  Supply  House,  or  write 
us  direct  for  complete  information. 


METAL  GOODS  CORP. 

ST.  LOUIS  and  KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 


Best  Spotlights 

COMPACT..  POWERFUL..  EFFICIENT 


Durable  black  wrinkle  baked-on  enamel  finish.  Com- 
plete with  asbestos  cord,  plug,  polished  reflector,  high 
grade  optical  glass  lens.  Universal  bracket  for  mount- 
ing anywhere,  and  color  holder. 
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THE  SUPPiy  mflRT 


WHAT  YOU  MAY  NEED  . 
AND  WHERE  TO  FIND  IT 


COMPLETE 

SOUND 

SYSTEMS 


SOUND  HEADS  AMPLIFIEHS 

TWO-WAY  HORN  SYSTEMS 

THE  BALLANTYNE  CO. 

233  JVO.  16TH  ST.  OMAHA,  NEBK. 


HEYWOOD  - WAKEFIELD 

Streamline 

SEATS 

Made  to  Order  ior  the  Modem  Theatre 


WHEN  YOU  FASTEN  ANYTHING 
IN  31ASONKY,  DEPEND  ON  THESE 
CHICAGO  PRODUCTS 
Expansion  nuts  where  exterior  finish 
is  important. 

Four  theatre  style  expansion  bolts 
for  fastening  theatre  seats  perma- 
nently. 

Brill  points,  chucks  and  setting  tools. 
SEE  tour  dealer  — or  write  us. 

CHICAGO  EXPANSION  BOLT  CO. 

Room  601,  134  S.  Clinton  St.,  Chicago 


OLDS 

W Slid  BLOWERS 

nomkol  Ca" 

, used  w'"  wolertypo 

and  Reyno  vibration- 

sizes.  ^^7,  „i,ondmo'°'P''''‘'V 

.edconltobb^^^ 

SOS  W'®-  j.. 


IRWIN  SEATING 

famous  for  its 

''NECK  TO  KNEE"  COMFORT 

AND  SNAPPY  APPEARANCE 

IRWIN  SEATING  COMPANY 

Grand  Kapids,  Mich. 

Distributed  by  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 


a 

GENERAL 


GENERAL 

SEATING 

COMPANY 


ADLER  SILHOUETTE 
LETTERS  and  STAINLESS 
STEEL  SUPPORTING  FRAMES 

in  All  Sizes  and  Constructions. 

Protected  by  National  Patent  Corp. 

ADLER  SIGN  LETTER  COMPANY 

3909  Indiana  Aye.  CHICAGO 


Dept. 


Quick,  £astf  Watf  io  Make 

LOBBY  DISPLAYS 


Now,  make  swell  business  getting 
lobby  displays.  Less  time.  Less 
work.  Simply  trace  enlargements 
of  photos,  ads,  etc.,  in  natural 
color  with  Postoscope  Projector. 
Anyone  can  do  it. 

Get  full  details,  liberal 
TRIAL  OFFER,  low 
prices  now.  Write 

F.  D.  KEES  MFG.  COMPANY 

103  Beatrice,  Nebraska 


FREE 


MODERN  THEATRE  LIGHTING 


Side  wall,  ceiling  and  exit  fixtures  de- 
signed for  beauty  and  soft  colored 
lighting.  Presenting  new  ideas  and 
methods  in  interior  lighting  fixtures. 
Special  fixtures  to  order.  Write  for 
descriptive  folder  and  low  prices. 

MODERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

Grand  Rapids Michigan 


NEW  SEAT  CATALOG 
NOW  READY  — WRITE 

Pictures  and  describes 
all  types  Peabody  The- 
atre Seats.  Attractive 
modern  designs.  Comfort- 
able quality  seats  for 
every  theatre  need.  Free 
Catalog  sent  on  request. 

Peabody  Seating  Co. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


BE  SURE  THAT  YOUR  SUPPLIER 
GIVES  YOU  GENUINE 

Mazda  Lamps  made  by  G.  E. 


A 

-Vdler  Sign  Letter  Co (iO 

American  Mat  Cori> (jO 

American  Seating  C’o 30 

Atlantic  Mercantile  Co 58 

Automatic  Devices  C'o 53 


B 

Dallautyne  Company  

IJausch  A Ivoinb  Optical  Co. 
Best  Devices  Co 


60 

,53 

59 


c 

Celotex  Corporation  43 

Chicago  Exi)ansion  Bolt  Co 60 

Cretors,  C.,  & Co 59 

D 

Da-Uite  Screen  Co.,  Inc 57 

Dayton  Safety  Ladder  Co 59 

De-Fi  5Ianufactnring  Co 58 

Dictograph  Pro<luets  Corp 58 

F 

Flexlume  Corporation  39 

G 

General  Electric  Co.  (Appliance  Dir.)... 29 
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OF  ADVERTISING  IN  THE  MODERN 
THE.VTRE  SECTION 
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General  Seating  Co 60 

G-M  I.aboratories,  Inc 57 

H 

Hertner  Electric  Co.  . 57 

Heywood-Wakefield  Co 60 

I 

Ideal  .Seating  Co 44 

International  Projector  Corp.  . Fourth  Cover 
Irwin  Seating  Co 60 

E 

Kees,  F.  D.,  Mfg.  Co 60 

L 

LaVezzi  Machine  Works  58 

M 
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Novelty  Seeirie  Studios,  Inc 58 
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Pantasote  Co.,  Inc 52 
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R 

RC.A  Manuf.aeturing  Co.,  Inc. . . Second  Cover 
Reynolds  Manufacturing  Co 60 

S 

.Smith,  Alexander,  & Sons  Carpet  Co 45 

Strong  Electric  Corp 58 
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Wagner  Sign  Service,  Inc 53 

Wood  Conversion  Co 41 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


THE  PUBLIC 


MORE  LIGHT  is  the  slogan  of  the  day.  From  news- 
papers and  magazines,  the  lecture  platform  and  the 
school,  the  public  is  being  taught  the  sight  saving  value 
of  plenty  of  light. 

Put  your  theater  in  step  with  this  upward  trend  in 
light  intensity.  It  has  popular  appeal.  People  like  to 
enter  a theater  in  which  they  can  see  their  way  to  their 
seats.  And  they  can  do  just  that  in  the  many  theaters 


that  are  now  equipped  with  high  intensity  projection. 

Think  this  over  if  you  still  have  low  intensity  pro- 
jection. Those  first  minutes  of  blindness  result  from  the 
low  level  of  general  illumination  necessitated  by  lack  of 
light  on  the  screen.  Don’t  let  poor  lighting  drive  your 
patrons  to  other  theaters.  Install  Simplified  High 
Intensity  projection  and  attract  that  growing  body  of 
theater-goers  who  appreciate  plenty  of  light. 


Write  for  a free  copy  of  the  booklet,  ‘‘'The  Eternal  Triangle  in  Picture  Projection. 
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JNO  MODERN 


WITH  NATIONAL  SUPREX 
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NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  He  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices;  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

JRANCi  SAUS  QfFJCES;  _ PITTSBURGH.  CHICAGO  .„.SAH  FRANCISCO. 


The  words  ^''NationaP'*  and  ^‘‘Suprex’'*  are  trade-marks  of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 


REGULAR  REAR  SHUTTER  MECHANISM 


. COST/  with  Simplex  Double  Shutter 
Attachment  — A revolutionary^outstanding^proved  advantage  of  Simplex 
E-7  mechanism  — Now  designed  as  an  attachment  for  Super  Simplex 
and  Simplex  Rear  Shutter  mechanisms  . . . MORE  LIGHT  — LESS  HEAT  — 
SHARPER  PICTURE  — PLEASED  PATRONS  — IMPROVED  BUSINESS  — LOWER  COSTS 
AND  INCREASED  PROFITS  WITH  SIMPLEX  DOUBLE  SHUTTER  ATTACHMENT 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJECTOR 
CORPORATION 

88-96  GOLD  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 


SIMPLEX  DOUBLE 
SHUTTER  ATTACH- 
MENT FOR  SIMPLEX 
REGULAR  REAR 
SHUTTER  MECHANISM 

SIMPLEX  DOUBLE 
SHUTTER  ATTACHMENT 
FOR  SUPER 
SIMPLEX  MECHANISM 


XI7 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 

BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Conferences  Delayed  Workers  to  Elect  a Collective 
Week  by  Schaefer  Bargaining  Agent  Sept.  20 


Ease  in  the  tension  which  resulted  with 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  has  caused 
George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO 
Radio,  to  delay  for  a week  his  projected 
visit  to  the  studio,  at  which  time  he  is 
scheduled  to  confer  with  J.  R.  McDonough, 
Pandro  Berman  and  other  executives.  Con- 
sequently Boris  Morros  who  had  planned 
to  huddle  with  Schaefer  here  concerning 
plans  for  his  next  independent  production 
for  RKO  Radio  release,  left  for  the  east  to 
open  the  discussion  in  New  York. 

Cliff  Work  has  returned  to  Universal 
after  attending  the  company’s  board  of 
directors  meeting  in  New  York.  He  was  to 
be  followed  shortly  by  Matty  Fox,  his 
studio  assistant.  Tliey  participated  in 
general  staff  conferences  with  J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  chairman  of  the  board,  and 
President  Nate  Blumberg. 

Freeman  Back  at  Desk 

Also  back  at  his  desk  is  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, Paramount  vice-president,  who  con- 
ferred with  homeoffice  executives  concern- 
ing the  lineup  of  forthcoming  product. 
Robert  Gillham,  advertising-publicity 
chief,  checked  in  earlier  from  New  York 
to  discuss  exploitation  campaigns  on  a 
number  of  forthcoming  releases  with 
Terry  DeLapp  and  Cliff  Lewis,  studio  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  directors,  respec- 
tively. Gillham  intends  to  stay  here  sev- 
eral weeks. 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  head  man  at  Republic, 
has  also  postponed  his  arrival  at  the 
North  Hollywood  plant,  having  been  de- 
tained by  unexpected  business  in  the  east. 
He  intends  to  go  into  conference  with  M. 
J.  Siegel  concerning  production  plans  and 


Last  major  labor  dispute  in  the  indus- 
try— the  fight  for  control  of  some  12,000 
studio  workers  by  the  lATSE  and  the 
United  Studio  Technicians  Guild — ^is 
scheduled  to  be  disposed  of  September  20, 
that  date  having  been  set  by  the  national 
labor  relations  board  for  a collective  bar- 
gaining election  at  which  employes  them- 
selves will  select  their  union  representa- 
tive. 

A solid  front  in  favor  of  the  lATSE, 
which  now  holds  contracts  for  most  of 
the  workers  involved,  has  been  voted  by 
representatives  of  all  American  Federation 
of  Labor  unions,  including  the  musicians. 


possible  revisions  in  studio  personnel. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram’s  presi- 
dent, is  another  visitor,  having  arrived  to 
spend  several  weeks  in  conference  with 
Scott  R.  Dunlap,  studio  production  head, 
in  reference  to  the  production  lineup. 
George  West,  Monogram  franchise  holder, 
accompanied  Jolmston  to  the  coast. 

Harry  M.  Warner  has  returned  to  the 
Warner  plant  in  Burbank  following  an  ex- 
tended trip  to  England. 

Completing  an  exhaustive  tour  in  search 
of  story  material,  Sam  Marx,  Columbia 
story  editor  and  production  executive,  is 
back  at  his  studio  desk. 

Clarence  E.  Ericksen,  business  manager 
for  Walter  Wanger,  came  in  from  a three- 
week  trip  to  New  York,  on  which  he  con- 
ferred with  United  Artists  executives  con- 
cerning distribution  plans  for  forthcoming 
Wanger  features. 


carpenters,  plasterers,  teamsters,  machin- 
ists and  electricians,  while  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  went  on  record  with  the 
notification  it  will  stand  100  per  cent  be- 
hind the  lA.  The  NLRB’s  new  regional 
director,  Walter  P.  Spreckels,  is  preparing 
a master  list  of  eligible  voters  and  has  held 
several  conferences  with  USTG  and  lA 
representatives  to  perfect  it.  Voting  will 
be  by  secret  ballot. 

In  the  face  of  the  coming  election,  how- 
ever, the  lA  is  pushing  plans  to  work  out 
a new  wage  scale  for  the  12,000  workers 
over  which  it  now  exercises  control.  lA 
representatives  prevailed  upon  William 
Bioff,  former  lA  coast  supervisor,  to  ac- 
cept the  chairmanship  of  the  negotiating 
committee  and  a preliminary  meeting  was 
immediately  scheduled  with  the  producei’s. 
The  lA  is  demanding  a 15  per  cent  wage 
increase  for  11  studio  locals. 

Settlement  of  another  jurisdictional  dis- 
pute— between  the  lA  photographers  and 
the  American  Society  of  Cinematograph- 
ers— is  also  under  way,  the  ASC  having 
petitioned  for  an  lA  charter  giving  it  con- 
trol over  first  cameramen.  The  lA  is 
scheduled  to  vote  upon  the  request  when 
word  is  received  from  its  international 
headquarters  in  New  York.  The  ASC  now 
holds  a five-year  producer  contract. 

SAG  and  Artists  Managers  Guild  nego- 
tiating committees  have  finally  approved 
the  long-pending  agent  licensing  plan,  and 
a general  membership  meeting  of  both 
factions  is  expected  to  be  called  shortly  for 
formal  ratification.  Under  its  terms 
agents  will  be  given  a franchise  by  the 
SAG,  without  which  they  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  represent  SAG  members  in 
studio  dealings. 

Details  of  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild- 
producer  agreement  are  being  ironed  out 
rapidly  and  the  contract  will  be  ready  for 
signatures  within  a short  time,  the  SPG 
negotiating  committee  has  reported.  How- 
ever, a dispute  over  certain  wage  scales  is 
holding  up  consummation  of  a similar 
agreement  with  the  Screen  Readers  Guild. 

Joseph  Clark,  international  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  studio  painters,  has  checked 
in  for  conferences  with  Herbert  Sorrell, 
business  manager  of  the  local,  while  Joseph 
Marshall,  vice-president  of  the  Studio 
Utility  Employes,  has  also  arrived  on  a 
similar  mission. 


Still  Mum  on  Coast  Probe 

Unbending  to  the  extent  of  declaring  he  expects  to  remain  on  the  coast  for  at 
least  another  two  months,  Charles  H.  Carr,  assistant  U.  S.  attorney-general,  still 
refuses  to  commit  himself  by  divulging  specific  information  as  to  the  progress  being 
made  in  his  recently-launched  investigation  into  such  film  industry  matters  as  al- 
leged labor  racketeering,  possible  income  tax  evasions  and  various  corporate  affairs. 

Carr,  sent  here  by  Attorney-General  Frank  Murphy,  declared  he  had  no  definite 
word  on  when  a special  federal  grand  jury  would  be  impaneled  to  hear  the  evi- 
dence which  he  was  sent  here  to  gather,  but  advanced  the  belief  it  would  not  be 
before  October  1. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  Carr  has  conferred  with  William  Bioff,  once  lATSE 
coordinator  on  the  west  coast,  and  has  questioned  delegations  of  extras  and  vaude- 
ville performers.  He  refused  to  say  whether  he  has  had  any  conferences  with  lead- 
ing studio  executives  as  yet. 
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A Study  to  Co-ordinate  Many 
Studio  Functions  Postponed 


A projected  study  of  inter-industry  re- 
lationships with  a view  to  bringing  about 
closer  co-ordination  of  studio  functions 
has  been  indefinitely  postponed  as  a re- 
sult of  James  Roosevelt’s  announcement 
to  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  president  of  the 
Producers’  Association,  that  he  will  be 
forced  to  relinquish  the  assignment  he 
had  been  given  to  make  the  survey. 

Roosevelt  pointed  out  to  Schenck  that 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  has  cast 
many  obstacles  in  the  path  of  the  project 
and  that,  further,  his  preliminary  probe  of 
the  situation  revealed  it  is  a full-time  task 
to  which  he  cannot  devote  himself  because 
of  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  as  vice- 
president  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.  In  his 
communication  to  Schenck,  however,  he 
declared  he  is  convinced  industry  harmony 
can  best  be  brought  about  by  the  crea- 
tion of  a “strong,  centralized  body  to  de- 
cide jurisdictional  questions,’’  the  organi- 
zation not  to  conflict  with  the  present 
Hays  office.  Roosevelt  also  recommended 
the  “revitalization”  of  the  Academy  of  Mo- 
tion Pictui’e  Arts  and  Sciences  as  a “com- 
mon meeting  ground”  for  all  phases  of 
the  industry,  and  declared  “there  appears 
to  be  a lack  of  understanding,  at  present, 
of  each  others’  problems  in  these  various 
parts.” 

Meantime,  the  scheduled  opening  of 
negotiations  by  the  lATSE  for  new  work- 
ing agreements  for  its  studio  locals  has 
geared  up  the  activity  of  the  Hays  office’s 
labor  contact  division.  However.  Pat 
Casey,  chief  of  the  unit,  has  notified  local 
representatives  that  the  pressure  of  busi- 
ness in  New  York  will  keep  liim  in  the 
east  for  another  week,  where  he  has  been 
conferring  with  George  Browne,  lA  presi- 
dent, and  leaders  of  other  international 
unions. 

Silence  has  so  far  been  the  watchword 
of  Will  Hays,  MPPDA  president,  concern- 
ing the  European  war  and  its  possible  ef- 
fects on  the  industry.  Hays  also  refused 
to  comment  on  reports  from  New  York 
that  United  Artists  will  withdraw  from  the 
association. 

Studio  managers,  meanwhile,  met  with 
Victor  Clarke,  Casey’s  assistant,  to  discuss 
the  general  labor  situation,  particularly 
the  action  to  be  taken  in  regard  to  de- 
mands by  various  crafts  for  wage  boosts 
and  other  concessions  in  their  bargaining 
agreements,  in  face  of  the  conflict  abroad. 


Williams  Slates  Initial 
Picture  tor  Monogram 

“Heroes  in  Blue,”  first  in  a series  to  be 
produced  for  Monogram  by  T.  R.  Wil- 
liams under  the  banner  of  Sherwill  Pro- 
ductions, will  be  directed  by  William  Wat- 
son. Shooting  is  scheduled  to  start  Septem- 
ber 18  from  an  original  story  by  Charles 
B.  Williams  and  Charles  Curran.  Williams 
wrote  the  screenplay. 


International  Chat — 

Frank  V.  McHale,  Democratic  national 
committeeman  from  Indiana,  who  is 
handling  the  presidential  campaign  of 
Paul  V.  McNutt,  chats  about  national 
and  international  affairs  ivith  Direc- 
tor Michael  Curtiz  at  luncheon  on  the 
Warner  lot.  Curtiz  currently  is  pilot- 
mg  “Four  Wives.” 

300  Are  Pruned  From 
20ih-Fox's  Payroll 

Economy  moves  and  layoffs  of  personnel 
in  face  of  the  European  war  hit  hardest  at 
20th  Century-Pox,  where  approximately 
300  workers,  largely  among  maintenance 
and  secretarial  staffs,  have  been  pruned 
from  the  payrolls.  Among  them,  however, 
were  such  executives  as  David  Hempstead 
and  Lou  Wertheimer,  associate  producers, 
and  Robert  Fairbanks,  consulting  engineer. 
Hempstead  had  been  with  the  studio  four 
years,  Wertheimer  two.  Several  writers 
and  various  members  of  other  departments 
have  checked  out. 

Earlier,  Troy  Orr,  who  had  been  in 
charge  of  trailers  and  advertising  at  the 
Westwood  studio,  turned  in  his  resignation 
after  four  years  on  the  lot.  He  has  been 
succeeded  by  George  Weiss,  formerly  his 
assistant.  Orr  plans  a vacation  before  an- 
nouncing a new  affiliation. 

Nunnally  Johnson,  20th  Century-Fox 
associate  producer  and  writer,  will  take  a 
six-month  leave  of  absence  when  he  has 
completed  his  production  chore  on  “Grapes 
of  Wrath,”  which  he  also  scripted.  He 
will  vacation  and  work  on  a play. 

Harry  Niemeyer  jr.,  former  Warner 
publicist,  has  joined  the  RKO  publicity 
department,  working  as  head  planter  un- 


Americanism  Films 
Mainlain  a Place 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  European 
war  upon  Hollywood’s  production  plans 
seems  to  have  exerted  but  little  influence 
on  the  now  more-than-ever-unofficial 
Americanization  campaign,  which  has 
gained  supporters  to  replace  those  which 
were  lost  through  individual  company 
policy  decisions. 

On  the  debit  side  of  the  sell-America- 
to-Americans  ledger  appears  the  Warner 
announcement  that  it  has  abandoned  all 
“propaganda”  and  anti-dictator  films  and 
will  adlrere  to  a 100  per  cent  neutrality  in 
accordance  with  the  government’s  policy. 
This  decision  has  caused  “Underground,” 
dealing  with  the  anti-Hitler  movement  in 
Germany,  and  “The  Bishop  Who  Walked 
With  God,”  the  story  of  the  imprisoned 
Martin  Niemoller,  to  be  taken  off  the  pro- 
duction schedule. 

However,  Ben  Judell’s  Producers  Pic- 
tures Corp.  has  announced  an  immediate 
start  on  “Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin,”  one  of 
the  company’s  specials  for  the  season, 
dealing  with  the  anti-Nazi  movement  in 
the  heart  of  Germany. 

Paramount,  furthermore,  has  announced 
plans  to  produce  “Memo  to  a Movie  Pro- 
ducer,” from  a story  by  Katharine  Hart- 
ley Frings,  treating  of  a group  of  foreign 
expatriates  in  a Mexican  border  town 
awaiting  admission  to  the  United  States. 
Miss  Frings  is  the  wife  of  a German  exile 
who  has  been  living  in  just  such  a colony 
in  'Tiajuana,  Lower  California,  for  the  past 
two  years. 

The  trend  of  events  abroad  has  decided 
Univei’sal  to  begin  production  of  added 
scenes  for  “The  Road  Back,”  the  Erich 
Maria  Remarque  novel  which  it  filmed  two 
years  ago,  and  which  will  be  re-issued. 
Under  Director  Frank  Tuttle,  scenes  will 
be  injected  of  a strong  anti-Nazi  nature 
which  were  eliminated  in  the  first  version 
because  of  violent  protests  from  the  Ger- 
man government  and  its  local  consulate. 
Headliners  of  the  original  cast,  including 
John  King,  Richard  Cromwell  and  Andy 
Devine,  have  been  called  back  for  the 
added  sequences. 


der  Elliston  Vinson,  assistant  to  Perry 
Lieber,  now  heading  the  department. 

Monogram  has  transferred  its  press 
book  and  art  department  to  Hollywood 
from  New  York,  with  Russell  Bell,  head  of 
the  unit,  making  his  headquarters  at  the 
studio.  The  move  was  made  to  gain  closer 
cooperation  with  actual  production  activi- 
ties. 

Completing  their  respective  writing 
chores,  Winston  Miller  has  checked  off  the 
Edward  Small  payroll  and  Everett  Free- 
man has  left  Columbia. 

Jock  Laurence  has  returned  to  his  desk 
as  a production  executive  for  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  cutting  short  the  leave  of  ab- 
sence upon  which  he  embarked  some 
months  ago. 
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WITH  the  European  war  entering  its 
third  week,  reams  will  have  been 
printed,  much  of  it  contradictory, 
regarding  its  effect  on  Hollywood  and  pro- 
duction activity.  Statements  concerning  fu- 
ture plans  and  policies  have  been  issued 
by  the  executive  heads  of  most  companies. 
Their  common  essence  indicates  that, 
while  certain  economies  must  be  inau- 
gurated, largely  through  the  elimination 
of  waste  and  non-essential  expenditures, 
every  effort  will  be  bent  toward  keeping 
product,  both  as  to  quality  and  quantity, 
at  the  high  levels  it  has  maintained  dur- 
ing the  several  months  preceding  the  ac- 
tual start  of  the  world  conflict. 

To  which  assurances  and  reassurances 
those  who  toil  in  the  celluloid  vineyards, 
as  well  as  the  exhibitors  whose  livelihoods 
are  derived  through  purveying  to  the  pub- 
lic the  output  of  the  studios,  voice  a fer- 
vent “amen,”  albeit  the  more  analytically- 
minded  among  them  may  suspect  elements 
of  wishful  thinking  and  inconsistency  in 
the  declarations  from  high  executive 
places. 

That  budgets  are  not  to  be  materially 
curtailed  seems  to  be  the  unanimous  de- 
cision, while  a parallel — and  slightly  par- 
adoxical— consensus  decree  that  economy 
must  be  the  watchword.  Which  appar- 
ently hangs  the  entire  problem  on  the 
rather  nebulous  “elimination-of-waste- 
and-non-essential-expenditure”  hook.  If 
the  producers  admit  that  there  is  suffi- 
cient of  such  waste  and  non-essential  ex- 
pense in  their  operations  so  that  the  eli- 
mination thereof  can  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  a substantial  percentage  of  foreign 
revenue,  that  admission  is,  in  the  same 
breath  and  by  the  same  logic,  a self-in- 
dictment of  their  methods  and  manage- 
ment prior  to  the  present  crisis. 

Thus  far  the  process  of  elimination 
seems  to  have  been  largely  limited  to  the 
lesser  lights — janitors,  laborers,  clerical 
help,  commissary  waitresses,  publicists, 
stenographers — approximately  300  of  whom 
were  dismissed  at  one  major  studio  alone. 
Other  lots  have  inaugurated  similar,  al- 
though not  so  far-flung,  payroll  purges. 
To  these  people,  thrown  out  of  work  in  an 
industry  and  in  a community  where  un- 
employment was  already  a serious  prob- 


lem, the  war  and  its  effects  on  production 
activities  has  become  a very  formidable 
issue. 

True,  a fine — very  fine — sprinkling  of 
executive  heads  have  fallen  to  add  a slight 
variety  to  the  bumper  crop  of  unimportant 
noggins  which  have  already  felt  the  ax. 

If  and  when  this  present  small  quan- 
tity of  executive  dismissals  increases  in 
number,  and  if  and  when  there  are  evi- 
dences of  salary  cuts  among  those  higher- 
paid  individuals  who  may  escape  the  blue 
envelope,  the  rank-and-file  in  the  indus- 
try will  accept  with  less  of  a tongue-in- 
cheek  attitude  the  possibility  that  budgets 
can  be  maintained  at  pre-war  levels 
through  the  simple  expedient  of  deleting 
waste  motion  and  “non-essential”  pay- 
checks. 


“What’s  happened  to?”  department: 

The  motion  picture  career  of  Dick 
Powell?  His  final  picture  for  Warner  was 
made  several  months  ago  as  a “B”  offer- 
ing to  which  Powell  objected  strenuously 
but  unavailingly . Since  that  time  the 
crooner-actor,  who  strongly  hinted  that 
roles  in  such  vehicles  were  far  below  his 
capabilities  and  standing  in  the  industry, 
has  been  active  in  radio,  to  some  extent, 
but  has  completely  disappeared  as  a screen 
personality . 

Sidney  Skolsky,  who  upon  resigning  his 
portfolio  as  a Hearst  Hollywood  columnist, 
reportedly  because  of  friction  with  the 
Number  One  gal  in  that  category,  joined 
the  list  of  contract  scriveners  at  Para- 
mount? While  the  Paramount- Skolsky 
deal  was  consummated  many  months  ago. 


there  has  been  no  evidence  of  the  erst- 
while gossip-gatherer  being  assigned  to  a 
scripting  chore. 

Cathedral  Pictures,  its  first  production, 
“The  Great  Commandment,”  and  its  guid- 
ing light.  Rev.  James  K.  Friedrich?  At 
the  tune  of  the  company’s  organization, 
the  minister  announced  it  as  his  firm  be- 
lief that  it  was  entirely  possible  for  mo- 
tion pictures  to  “broadcast  the  message  of 
peace”  as  entertainingly  as  any  western  or 
crook  drama  and  declared  he  had  the  sup- 
port of  thousands  of  ministers  and 
churches  in  the  undertaking.  Although  the 
picture,  starring  John  Beal,  has  been  com- 
pleted for  several  months,  no  further  word 
as  to  a possible  release,  or  future  plans 
for  the  company,  have  been  forthcoming. 

One,  at  least,  of  the  industry's  major  prob- 
lems is  solved  by  the  following  release  from 
Metro's  publicists: 

"Spelling  of  title  of  new  Garbo  picture  has 
been  simplified  to  'Ninotchka.'  Title  formerly 
was  'Ninotschka.' '' 

Everyone  who  has  read  “Grapes  of 
Wrath” — and  who  hasn’t? — is  probably 
manifesting  more  interest  in  the  casting 
of  John  Steinbeck’s  documentary  novel 
than  any  film  in  the  industry’s  history, 
not  excluding  “Gone  With  the  Wind;” 
and  despite  the  fact  that  20th  Century- 
Fox  wisely  has  not  resorted  to  the  over- 
long  suspense-building  tactics  which 
marked  vei’satile  Russell  Birdwell’s  widely- 
criticized  publicity  campaign  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Margaret  Mitchell  best- 
seller. 

Such  being  the  case,  it  is  probable  that 
the  majority  of  fans  will  heartily  approve 
the  casting  of  Henry  Fonda  as  “Tom  Joad” 
and  of  John  Carradine  as  the  backsliding 
preacher.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  that 
they  will  commend  the  selection  of  Jane 
Harwell  to  portray  “Ma  Joad.”  Miss  Har- 
well is  a splendid  actress,  but  not  a suf- 
ficently  tragic  and  hungry  type  to  be  vis- 
ualized as  the  migratory  matriarch  who 
plays  so  important  a part  in  the  story’s 
unfolding.  Either  Beulah  Bondi  or  Alice 
Brady  would  have  proved  a more  popular 
selection. 


Opulent,  Oily  and  Opiate 


Paralleling  Wall  Street,  which  means 
absolutely  nothing  in  the  lives  of  Holly- 
wood’s hungry  reviewers  to  whom  securi- 
ties are  as  alien  as  mufti  to  Field  Marshal 
Goering,  the  preview  market  enjoyed  a 
meteoric  upswing  both  as  to  quality  and 
quantity.  Among  the  blue-chip  issues  and 
leading  the  rally  were  20th  Century-Fox’s 
“The  Rains  Came,”  Samuel  Goldwyn-UA’s 
“The  Real  Glory,”  Paramount’s  “Honey- 
moon in  Bali”  and  Hal  Roach’s  ‘“The 
Housekeeper’s  Haughter,”  also  a United 
Artists  release.  They  rate  in  the  order 
named. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  picturization 
of  Louis  Bromfield’s  best-seller  must  be 
classified  as  a veritable  bombardment  of 


supei’b  entertainment  that  should  blast 
out  top  grosses  in  all  situations.  With 
consummate  skill  and  understanding  Harry 
Joe  Brown,  as  associate  producer,  and 
Clarence  Brown,  who  directed,  captured 
elements  that  are  sure  to  intrigue  thea- 
tre-goers of  every  type — pungent  love  for 
the  romanticists,  sharp  dialogue  and  ar- 
resting innuendo  for  sophisticates,  a cata- 
clysmic earthquake  and  flood  for  addicts 
of  action  and  spectacle  and,  to  top  them 
aU,  the  salvation  of  tarnished  souls  amid 
catastrophe.  All  this  has  been  brilliantly 
portrayed  by  a remarkably  competent 
cast,  while  Philip  Hunne  and  Julien  Jos- 
sephson  are  to  be  complimented  for  their 
intense  and  compelling  screenplay,  a mas- 


terful adaptation  of  Bromfield’s  novel. 

In  “The  Real  Glory”  Goldwyn  and  UA 
have  a vehicle  which,  though  possibly  a 
bit  on  the  sanguinary  side  for  whole- 
hearted feminine  acclaim,  should  prove  a 
glorious  treat  for  those  who  list  action  and 
sweep  as  prime  entertainment  requisites. 
The  locale  and  motivation — dealing  with 
the  Moro  uprising  in  the  Philippine  Isl- 
ands— have  a freshness  not  often  seen  on 
the  screen,  and  the  vehicle  has  been  im- 
bued with  Goldwyn’s  characteristic  verve. 
The  script  by  Jo  Swerling  and  Robert  N. 
Presnell,  though  getting  away  slowly,  soon 
gathers  momentum  and  builds  to  a thrill- 
ing and  dramatic  climax.  Henry  Hath- 
(Continued  on  page  70) 
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When  the  Press  Saw  "Rulers  of  the  Sea" — 

Hollywood  executives  turned  out  in  numbers  for  Paramount’s  “Rulers  of  the 
Sea”  premiere.  Top  row,  left  to  right:  Adolph  and  Mrs.  Zukor,  Frank  Lloyd 
and  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Robert  M.  Gillham.  Bottom  row: 
Mervyn  and  Mrs.  LeRoy  and  Jesse  Lasky,  W.  B.  and  Mrs.  Cokell,  George  and 
Mrs.  Bagnall  and  Janet  Gibaut. 


Three  Top-Hat  Premieres 


"Tropic  Fury"  Will  Bow 
In  Van  Nuys 

The  premiere  to  end  all  out-of-town 
premieres  is  scheduled  for  September 
27  in  Van  Nuys  when  a gaping  popu- 
lace will  participate  in  gala  festivities 
surrounding  the  formal  first-night  show- 
ing of  Universal's  "Tropic  Fury,"  co- 
starring  Andy  Devine  and  Richard 
Arlen.  Honoring  Devine,  mayor  of  Van 
Nuys,  and  Arlen,  mayor  of  Sunland,  the 
event  is  being  arranged  by  various 
San  Fernando  civic  organizations,  and 
film  colony  residents  of  the  valley  are 
cooperating. 

Film  will  be  presented  simultaneous- 
ly at  the  Van  Nuys  and  Rivoli  thea- 
tres, with  the  usual  flood  of  search- 
lights. autograph  hounds  and  dis- 
tinguished guests  expected  to  be  on 
hand.  San  Fernando's  honorary  mayors, 
including  Mischa  Auer  of  Universal 
City;  Hugh  Herbert,  Studio  City;  A1 
Tolson,  Encino;  Marion  Marsh,  Chats- 
worth;  Bing  Crosby,  Toluca  Lake; 
Glenda  Farrell,  North  Hollywood,  and 
others  will  be  special  guests. 


Standard  Release  Print 
Leader  to  Be  Studied 

The  Academy  Research  Council  has  ap- 
pointed a sub-committee  to  consider  pos- 
sible revisions  in  specifications  for  the 
standard  release  print  leader,  last  amended 
in  August,  1936,  when  the  industry  adopt- 
ed the  council’s  standard  2,000-foot  reel. 

The  committee,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  S.  J.  Twining  of  Columbia,  will 
weigh  the  feasibility  of  recommending 
changes  to  improve  the  standard  leader 
and  facilitate  its  use  by  theatre  pro- 
jectionists. 

Committee  includes  Twining,  John  Aal- 
berg,  Gerald  Best,  Sidney  Solow  and  Ray 
Wilkinson. 


Meins  Succeeds  Schlom 
As  Associate  Producer 

Replacing  Herman  Schlom,  who  has 
checked  off  the  Republic  lot,  Gus  Meins 
will  function  as  associate  producer  as  well 
as  director  on  “Covered  Trailer,”  a “Hig- 
gins Family”  film,  set  to  go  into  work  im- 
mediately. 


John  Stone  Is  Associate 
Producer  of  "Ciscos" 

John  Stone  has  been  named  associate 
producer  on  the  “Cisco  Kid”  series,  fea- 
turing Cesar  Romero,  at  20th  Century- 
Fox.  He  replaces  David  Hempstead,  who 
left  the  studio  payroll. 


Velez-Errol  Cast 

RKO  Radio  has  set  Lupe  Velez  and 
Leon  Errol  for  leading  roles  in  “Hot 
Tamale,”  to  be  gunned  late  this  month 
under  Cliff  Reid’s  production  guidance. 
Les  Goodwins  will  direct  from  a script  by 
Joseph  A.  Fields. 


Cannonading  abroad  and  its  possible  in- 
dustry repercussions  in  this  country  not- 
withstanding, Hollywood’s  elite  forgot  the 
war  in  Europe  and  gave  their  sables  and 
dress  suits  their  most  strenuous  workouts 
in  many  a day  when  no  less  than  three 
lavish  top-hat  premieres  and  previews 
were  presented  during  the  week — attain- 
ing an  all-time  high  in  the  current  vogue 
for  such  affairs. 

The  military  note  was,  nevertheless,  in- 
jected into  the  atmosphere  with  which 
Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “The  Real  Glory,” 
starring  Gary  Cooper,  made  its  bow  at  a 
formal  press  preview  at  the  Warner  Thea- 
tre in  Beverly  Hills.  As  the  result  of  sug- 
gestions by  officers  and  soldiers  at  Fort 
MacArthur,  in  San  Pedro,  a full  company 
of  anti-aircraft  coast  artillerymen  in 
formal  uniform  paraded  along  Wilshire 
Blvd.  near  the  theatre  and  formed  an 
honor  guard  in  the  theatre  lobby.  The 
troopers  numbered  nearly  200  officers  and 
men,  all  equipped  with  the  latest  type  of 
military  arms.  Many  had  seen  service  in 
the  campaign  against  the  Moros  in  the 
Philippines,  upon  which  the  picture’s  story 
was  based. 

Goldwyn’s  exploiteers  foreswore  the  cus- 
tom of  erecting  bleachers  for  the  auto- 
graph hounds,  leaving  those  inevitable 
adjuncts  to  Hollywood  first-nights  to  fend 
for  themselves.  Guests  at  the  event  in- 
cluded Producer  Goldwyn  himself,  Walter 
Wanger  and  Joan  Bennett,  Edward  Small, 
Hal  Roach,  Harry  Cohn,  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
E.  J.  Mannix,  Director  Henry  Hathaway, 
David  O.  Selznick,  stars  of  the  picture  in- 
cluding David  Niven,  Andrea  Leeds  and 
Broderick  Crawford,  and  many  others. 

On  the  next  night  Paramount’s  “Rulers 
of  the  Sea”  made  its  maiden  voyage  with 


a host  of  critics  and  top  industry  personnel 
on  board  at  the  Carthay  Circle.  Dubbed  a 
“world  press  premiere,”  the  exploitation 
centered  around  a lobby  display  of  two 
“baby  ships,”  exact  quarter-scale  models 
of  a pair  of  vessels  used  in  the  picture; 
grandstands  were  constructed  flanking  the 
forecourt  for  the  first-night  fans,  and  the 
usual  imposing  assemblage  of  celebrities 
and  executives  braved  the  battery  of  flood- 
lights. Among  those  attending  were  Frank 
Lloyd,  who  produced  and  directed  the 
film,  his  wife  and  daughter;  William  Le- 
Baron,  George  Bagnall,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Joan  Crawford  and 
Charles  Martin,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bob  Hope,  Fred  MacMurray,  Di- 
rector Mitchell  Leisen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will 
Hays,  Harry  Cohn,  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  Pan- 
dro  Berman,  Jack  L.  Warner  and  Orson 
Welles. 

The  premiere  onslaught  terminated  with 
20th  Century-Fox’s  premiere  of  “The 
Rains  Came”  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Thea- 
tre. Publicists  discarded  plans  to  broad- 
cast the  affair  over  a local  radio  station 
and  to  erect  grandstands,  contenting 
themselves  with  bedecking  the  lobby  in 
exotic  Indian  atmosphere  and  unleashing 
the  usual  barrage  of  floodlights  and  ap- 
purtenances. Nothing  loath  after  two 
previous  similar  events,  HoUywoodites  dis- 
played no  lack  of  enthusiasm,  in  turning 
out  for  the  premiere,  the  guests  including 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darryl  Zanuck,  William 
Goetz,  Sol  Wurtzel,  Myrna  Loy  and  Arthur 
Hornblow  jr.,  Tyrone  Power,  George  Brent, 
Harry  Joe  Brown  and  Clarence  Brown — 
producer  and  director,  respectively,  of  the 
picture — Louis  B.  Mayer,  Charles  R.  Rog- 
ers, Goldwyn,  George  Cukor,  Alice  Faye, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Henry  King,  Irving 
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At  Debut  of  "The  Real  Glory" — 

Upper  left:  James  Roosevelt,  vice-president  of  Samuel  Goldwyn  Productions, 
and  part  of  his  honor  guard  at  the  premiere  of  Goldwyn’s  UA  release,  “The 
Real  Glory."  Upper  right:  James  Stewart,  Cary  Grant,  Phyllis  Brooks  and 
Samuel  Goldwyn.  Lower  left:  Stuart  Heisler,  Goldwyn  unit  director,  and  his 
wife.  Lower  right:  Harold  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  and  family. 


Earnings  and  Placements  of 
Extras  Show  a Sharp  Rise 


Cummings  and  Louis  Bromfield,  author  of 
the  novel  on  which  the  picture  was  based. 


"Thunder  Afloat"  World 
Premiered  in  Capital 

Washington — Metro  staged  the  world 
premiere  of  “Thunder  Afloat,”  navy  pic- 
ture co-starring  Wallace  Beery  and  Ches- 
ter Morris,  at  the  Palace  Theatre  here, 
with  high  officials  of  the  army  and  navy 
attending.  The  picture  is  scheduled  to 
open  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  and  Loew’s 
State  in  Hollywood,  September  22. 

New  RKO  Assignments 
Set  for  Ginger  Rogers 

Ginger  Rogers’  next  two  RKO  Radio 
assignments,  as  lined  up  by  Pandro  Ber- 
man, production  chief,  will  comprise 
“February  Hill,”  to  be  produced  and  di- 
rected by  Gregory  LaCava,  and  “Enchanted 
Cottage,”  originally  produced  in  1923.  Miss 
Rogers  recently  completed  “My  Fifth  Ave- 
nue Girl”  for  the  studio. 


Clemens  to  Meg  WB  Film 

Warner  has  assigned  William  Clemens 
to  direct  “The  Phantom  Detective,”  star- 
ring Jane  Wyman.  Picture  rolls  shortly. 


Substantial  gains  in  both  placements 
and  total  earnings  for  extras  during  the 
first  eight  months  of  1939  as  compared  to 
the  similar  period  in  the  previous  year 
were  disclosed  in  a statement  of  recapitu- 
lation issued  by  the  Screen  Actors  Guild. 
Total  wages  showed  an  increase  of  nearly 
$410,000  and  call  sheets  registered  a gain 
of  more  than  38,000  daily  placements  for 
the  period,  bringing  the  total  to  212,000. 
Biggest  month  was  June,  when  an  all-time 
high  of  34,946  extras  were  used. 

Warner  has  transferred  E.  M.  Newman 
from  the  east  to  the  Burbank  plant  to  un- 
dertake production  of  a series  of  short 
subjects  based  upon  the  Ten  Command- 
ments. He  will  work  imder  the  supervi- 
sion of  Gordon  Hollingshead,  who  pilots 
the  shorts  department.  Newman  has  been 
producing  travelogues  in  Warner’s  Vita- 
phone  studio  in  Brooklyn. 

Richard  Goldstone,  Metro  shorts  pro- 
ducer, has  been  named  chief  aide  to  Jack 
Chertok,  head  of  the  shorts  division.  He 


has  been  in  the  department  for  nearly 
four  years. 

Twentieth  CentuiT-Fox  has  released  the 
Ritz  Bros,  from  the  balance  of  their  act- 
ing contract,  under  which  one  more  pic- 
ture was  scheduled.  The  same  studio  has 
signed  Alfred  Newman  as  musical  director, 
replacing  Lou  Silvers,  who  has  checked 
out.  Newman  was  formerly  musical  direc- 
tor for  United  Artists. 

Rufus  LeMaire  has  resigned  his  RKO 
post,  in  which  he  functioned  in  charge  of 
new  talent  and  also  acted  as  executive 
assistant  to  Pandro  Berman,  production 
chief.  He  had  been  with  the  studio  for 
the  past  year  and  a half.  LeMaire  dis- 
closed no  plans  for  the  future. 

Adding  to  his  executive  staff,  Ben  Judell, 
president  of  Producers  Pictures  Corp.,  has 
signed  Russell  Coller  as  casting  director. 

Herman  Schlom  has  terminated  his  con- 
tract as  an  associate  producer  at  Repub- 
lic and  has  checked  off  the  lot.  He  has 
been  with  the  studio  since  1936. 
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Production  Pace  Quickens  for 
Moment;  39  in  Mill,  12  Wait 


Changes  Mounts — 

Bobby  Clark,  the  \Z-year-old  world’s 
champion  junior  cowboy,  who  will  be 
featured  in  Producers  Pictures  Corpo- 
ration’s series  of  eight  “Sagebrush 
Family”  westerns,  introduces  his 
horse.  Chief,  to  the  airplane  in  which 
Bobby  will  travel  on  a personal  ap- 
pearance tour  beginning  in  November. 

Film  Produclion  Is 
Spurred  by  Judell 

Action  on  all  fronts,  war  or  no  war, 
continues  as  Ben  Judell’s  watchword  for 
both  his  Producers  Pictures  and  Producers 
Distributing  Corp. 

With  “Torture  Ship,”  his  first  produc- 
tion, nearing  completion  at  Grand  National 
studios,  Judell  has  scheduled  an  imme- 
diate start  on  “Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin”  as 
the  second  in  the  60-picture  program,  and 
has  moved  the  release  date  up  from  Octo- 
ber 22  to  October  8 because  of  the  trend 
of  current  events  abroad.  Screenplay  has 
been  completed  by  Shepard  Traube. 

Judell  has  been  notified  by  Bert  Stern- 
bach,  general  manager  of  his  Prescott, 
Ariz.,  studios,  that  the  new  plant  will  be 
ready  for  production  by  October  1,  with 
a construction  crew  now  working  over- 
time to  complete  the  location  studio.  Ship- 
ments of  technical  equipment  are  leaving 
Hollywood  daily.  Three  groups  of  pic- 
tures— eight  “Sagebrush  Family”  westerns, 
eight  sagebrushers  starring  Tim  McCoy 
and  eight  “Tales  of  Billy  the  Kid,”  fea- 
turing George  Houston,  will  be  produced 
at  Prescott.  Also  set  to  be  filmed  there  is 
“Brigham  Young — Utah  Miracle  Man,” 
which  is  scheduled  for  December  release. 

Through  Producers  Distributing  Corp., 
exhibitors  throughout  the  country  are  be- 
ing notified  of  a special  offer  whereby 
free  bookings  of  “The  Sagebrush  Family 
Trails  West,”  first  in  the  series,  will  be 
awarded  to  ICO  showmen  recommended  by 
the  exchange  offices  who  do  not  ordinarily 
book  westerns. 

Details  of  plans  to  organize  a produc- 
tion distribution  company  are  being  set 
by  Sam  Cummings,  veteran  independent 
distributor,  who  has  announced  he  will 


However  the  European  war  eventually 
may  affect  the  industry,  particularly  in 
its  production  phase,  activity  in  the  film- 
making  sector  has  increased — at  least  for 
the  time  being.  Now  in  work  are  39  fea- 
tures, with  12  others  slotted  for  immediate 
starts. 

Columbia,  listing  no  new  starts,  has  four 
in  work.  Metro  gunned  “Judge  Hardy 
and  Son”  and  “The  Secret  of  Dr.  Kildare” 
to  raise  its  total  to  six.  Monogram  is  film- 
ing one,  having  completed  “Mutiny  in  the 
Big  House.” 

Paramount’s  total  dropped  to  five,  fin- 
ishing “Dr.  Cyclops”  and  “Remember  the 
Night,”  and  listing  no  starters.  RKO  re- 
sumed production  of  the  postponed  “Vigil 


produce  six  action  features  in  color  and 
will  distribute  from  13  to  26  other  inde- 
pendent films  during  the  season.  Appoint- 
ing J.  G.  Bachmann  as  his  western  repre- 
sentative, Cummings  pulled  out  for  New 
York  for  business  conferences. 

Stephens-Lang  Productions,  releasing 
through  RKO  Radio,  has  announced  a 
December  1 start  for  the  second  in  its 
“Dr.  Christian”  series,  starring  Jean 
Hersholt.  Gene  Towne  and  Graham 
Baker’s  The  Play’s  the  Thing  Productions 
will  gun  “Swiss  Family  Robinson,”  its 
initialer  for  RKO  Radio,  on  location  at 
the  Channel  Islands,  off  the  coast  of 
Santa  Barbara,  October  22.  Edward  Lud- 
wig will  direct. 

Crystallization  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution plans  for  the  newly-formed 
Frank  Capra  Productions  is  expected 
when  Robert  Riskin,  Capra’s  partner,  re- 
turns from  Europe  within  the  next  two 
weeks.  Capra  recently  completed  “Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington”  as  his  final 
picture  for  Columbia. 

Reports  from  the  east  indicate  Grand 
National’s  financial  position  is  unchanged 
and  that  the  expected  “$400,000  R.  F.  C. 
loan  has  been  postponed  temporarily. 
Meanwhile,  the  studio  continues  to  be  idle 
insofar  as  GN  production  is  concerned. 
Franklyn  Warner,  president  of  Fine  Arts 
— on-again-off-again  GN  affiliate — has 
been  in  New  York  for  more  than  a week 
discussing  the  situation  with  President  E. 
W.  Hammons  of  GN. 


"Western  Stars"  Added 
To  Sherman  Schedule 

“The  Light  of  Western  Stars,”  a Zane 
Grey  story,  has  been  added  to  Harry  Sher- 
man’s production  schedule  for  Paramount 
release.  Norman  Houston  is  scripting  and 
Lesley  Selander  will  direct.  The  latter 
has  also  been  set  to  pilot  “Roll,  Wagons, 
Roll,”  an  original  by  Harrison  Jacobs  based 
on  the  “Hopalong  Cassidy”  character. 


Adds  "Dan  Dunn"  Series 

Four  “Dan  Dunn”  detective  features, 
based  on  the  comic  strip,  have  been  added 
to  RKO’s  production  schedule. 


in  the  Night”  and  launched  “That’s  Right, 
You’re  Wrong”  and  “Legion  of  the  Law- 
less” to  bring  its  total  to  six.  Republic  is 
shooting  four,  including  “Rovin’  Tumble- 
weeds” and  “Covered  Trailers,”  new  starts. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  shoved  off  “Day- 
time Wife,”  “Everything  Happens  at 
Night”  and  “The  Adventurer.”  Completing 
“The  Simple  Life,”  it  emerged  with  eight 
in  production.  Among  United  Artists  pro- 
ducers, Samuel  Goldwyn  re-started  “Raf- 
fles,” the  total  in  work  thus  standing  at 
four. 

Universal  rolled  “Vigilante  War,”  total- 
ing six.  Warner  listed  “Invisible  Stripes” 
as  a starter,  and  finished  “State  Cop,”  giv- 
ing it  a four-picture  total. 


28  Shorts  in  Two  Months 
Is  Goal  Set  by  Metro 

Metro  has  added  17  short  subjects  to  the 
11  scheduled  for  production  this  month, 
all  to  be  released  during  October  and  No- 
vember. Pete  Smith  has  three  “Special- 
ties” in  work  and  three  others  in  prepara- 
tion. Robert  Benchley  will  make  an  un- 
titled one-reeler  and  another  “Crime  Does 
Not  Pay”  subject  also  starts  in  October. 
Others  in  preparation  include  two  John 
Nesbitt  “Passing  Parade”  shorts;  an  “Our 
Gang”  comedy;  five  Technicolor  cartoons, 
and  four  James  FitzPatrick  “Traveltalks.” 


Hebert  Out  of  Selznick 

William  Hebert  has  resigned  as  direc- 
tor of  publicity  for  the  Selznick-Interna- 
tional  studios. 


"Typhoon"  to  King 

Louis  King  will  direct  “Typhoon,”  star- 
ring Dorothy  Lamour,  for  Paramount. 


On  New  Job — 

Robert  Sisk,  recently  promoted  to 
produce  RKO  Radio’s  more  important 
pictures  and  special  features,  is  pic- 
tured here  as  he  talked  matters  over 
with  Sally  Filers  on  the  “Full  Confes- 
sion” set. 
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Bing  Crosby  is  vacationing  briefly  in 
New  York,  awaiting  the  start  of  his  next 
picture  at  Paramount  . . . Bob  Fellows, 
Warner  associate  producer,  and  Robert 
Buckner,  scenarist,  returned  from  Vir- 
ginia City,  Nev.,  where  they  collected  data 
for  a forthcoming  picture  . . . Paul  Muni 
was  set  to  leave  for  New  York  following 
completion  of  his  current  Warner  vehicle 
to  begin  a stage  commitment. 

•k 

Norman  Reilly  Raine,  Warner  scenarist, 
has  returned  from  New  York,  accompanied 
by  Capt.  John  T.  Front,  set  as  technical 
advisor  on  a forthcoming  war  picture  . . . 
Helen  Ferguson,  local  free-lance  publicist, 
checked  in  from  a business  trip  which  took 
her  to  San  Francisco. 

* 

Richard  Schayer,  in  charge  of  Metro’s 
junior  writers,  has  returned  to  work  after 
two  weeks  in  Hollywood  Hospital.  At  the 
same  studio,  however.  Jack  Dawn,  makeup 
chief,  is  confined  to  his  home  with  an  ab- 
scessed ear  . . . Director  Edward  H.  Grif- 
fith of  Paramount  has  returned  from 
Seattle  where  he  picked  up  data  for  his 
next  assignment. 

* 

Gale  Page,  Warner  actress,  has  been 
bedded  with  influenza,  forcing  Director 
Michael  Curtiz  to  shoot  around  her  in  her 
current  picture  . . . John  Wexley,  Warner 
writer,  has  returned  from  a vacation  in 
New  York  and  Pemisylvania  . . . Herman 
Mankiewicz,  Metro  scenarist,  is  hos- 
pitalized in  Grants,  N.  M.,  with  a broken 
leg,  incurred  when  his  car  overturned  en 
route  to  New  York.  He  was  joined  there 
by  Mrs.  Mankiewicz.  Thomas  Phipps,  also 
a writer,  who  was  accompanying  Mankie- 
wicz, suffered  concussion  and  cuts. 

k 

Metro’s  cartoon  department,  48  strong, 
dropped  pencils  and  brushes  and  took  up 
golf  clubs  for  their  annual  tournament  at 
the  Brentwood  Heights  country  club.  Win- 
ners were  given  merchandise  orders  on  a 
local  men’s  furnishings  store  . . . New  of- 
ficers of  the  Paramount  Studio  Club  Lit- 
tle Theatre  include  John  DeMott,  chair- 
man; Ted  Palmer,  Tex  Jackson  and  Buzz 
Newman,  production  staff;  Jackson  and 
Ray  Grill,  business  operations;  A.  C.  Lyles 
and  Henry  Hull,  publicity  and  exploitation; 
Bernice  Mosk  and  Harry  Sibole,  secre- 
tarial work;  Gerald  Davidson  and  Sarah 
Catherine  Haney,  play  reading,  and  an  ad- 
visory staff  comprising  Robert  Usher,  Wil- 
liam Pierce,  Estelle  Newburgh,  Kenneth 
Cryst,  H.  E.  McCroskey,  G.  H.  Hughes, 
Jack  Crouchley,  Sue  Woods  and  Edward 
Gerriets. 

* 

Mrs.  William  H.  Pine,  wife  of  Cecil  B. 
DeMille’s  associate  producer,  underwent  a 
major  operation  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital  and  is  reported  to  be  progressing 
favorably  . . . Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  of  New  York  toured  the  RKO  Radio 
lot  as  the  guest  of  J.  R.  McDonough,  oper- 
ations manager.  The  jurist  is  vacationing 
in  California  . . . Al  Horowitz,  head  of  the 
camera  department  at  Republc,  has  re- 


turned from  a vacation  in  New  York  . . . 
Honoring  those  who  engineered  the  settle- 
ment of  the  threatened  actors’  strike,  the 
Masquers  staged  a “Peace  Dinner”  at  their 
clubrooms.  Guests  of  honor  included  Ralph 
Morgan,  president  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild;  Jean  Hersholt,  head  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Relief  Fund;  Lawrence  Tibbett, 
chief  of  the  American  Guild  of  Musical 
Artists,  and  Thomas  Freebairn  Smith, 
president  of  the  Radio  Artists.  Edward 
Earle  was  chairman  and  William  B.  David- 
son functioned  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

* 

Louis  B.  Mayer  functioned  as  host  at  a 
luncheon  given  the  Naval  Affairs  Commit- 
tee in  Metro’s  executive  dining  room.  Ad- 
miral C.  C.  Bloch,  Chairman  Leonard  W. 
Schuetz,  Will  Hays,  MPPDA  president,  and 
Mayer,  as  well  as  others  attending,  de- 
livered brief  speeches  . . . Joe  E.  Brown 
leaves  for  New  York  next  week  to  catch 
the  World  Series,  glimpse  the  new  Broad- 
way shows  and  attend  the  premiere  of  his 
latest  picture,  a Paramount  starrer. 

★ 

Edgar  Bergen  has  returned  from  a three- 
week  vacation  in  Hawaii  . . . Back  at  his 
Metro  desk  following  a holiday  in  Europe 
and  New  York  is  Producer  Sam  Zimbalist. 


OPTIONS 


— Colunihia 

BRUCE  BENNETT,  little  theatre  actor,  given 
term  contract. 

GLENN  FORD  signs  term  acting  deal.  He 
comes  from  a little  theatre. 

— Samuel  Goldwyii 

F.  SCOTT  FITZGERALD  joins  -writing  staff. 

— Metro 

VIRGINIA  WEIDLER  signs  new  long-term 
■acting  contract.  She  is  currently  in  “Patsy.” 

JOHN  MONKS  jr.,  FRED  FINKLEIIOFFE, 
CAREY  WILSON.  FRED  RINALDO  and  DAVID 
HERTZ,  writers,  sign  new  contracts. 

JACQUES  TOURNEUR  given  new  directorial 
ticket. 

EDWARD  KILROY,  actor,  held  for  another 
year. 

WALTER  REISCH,  writer,  held  for  a new 
term.  He  is  working  on  “Madame  Curie.” 

JUDY  GARLAND  wins  new  long-term  acting 
contract.  Her  next  picture  will  be  “Good  News,” 
opposite  Mickey  Rooney. 

— Paramount 

J.  ROBERT  BREN  and  GLADYS  ATWATER 
join  writing  staff. 

DOUGLAS  KENNEDY,  college  actor,  signed  to 
term  pact. 

KATHERINE  HARTLEY  FRINGS  given  writ- 
ing contract.  She  will  adapt  her  story,  “Memo 
to  a Movie  Producer,”  for  Producer  Arthur  Horn- 
blow  jr.  It  deals  with  a group  of  foreign  expa- 
triates in  a Mexican  border  town  awaiting  for 
admission  to  the  United  States. 

— Hepublic 

DUNCAN  RENALDO.  one  of  the  “Three  Mes- 
Quiteers,”  held  for  another  term. 

— Seiznick  International 

PHILIl*  WINTER,  English  actor,  given  term 
contract. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

RICHARD  LANE  signs  two-picture  acting  deal, 
going  into  “The  City”  and  “The  Valiant.” 

RAMON  ROMERO,  scripter,  given  contract  ex- 
tension. He  is  working  on  an  untitled  story  with 
a San  Francisco  gold-rush  background. 

— Walter  Wanger 

KEN  ENGLUND  signs  one-year  writing  agree- 
ment. 

—Warner  Bro.s. 

FRANK  PERKINS,  musical  arranger,  lield  for 
another  term. 

ROBERT  TAPLINGER  given  two-year  contract 
extension  as  studio  publicity  director. 

LYA  LYS  given  new  term  acting  ticket. 


Sequel  to  "Jesse  James" 
On  Liie  of  FranJi  James 


Twentieth  Century-Pox  discloses  plans 
to  produce  a sequel  to  “Jesse  James,”  titled 
“Frank  James,”  in  which  Henry  Fonda  will 
repeat  the  role  he  created  as  the  western 
bandit’s  brother.  Darryl  Zanuck  will  as- 
sign scripters  shortly,  the  picture  to  go 
into  production  when  Fonda  has  com- 
pleted his  chore  in  “Grapes  of  Wrath.” 


Bobby  Breen  Scheduled  for 
An  Extended  P,  A,  Tour 

Following  completion  of  “Escape  to 
Paradise,”  his  current  starring  picture  for 
Producer  Sol  Lesser,  Bobby  Breen  has 
been  set  for  an  extended  personal  appear- 
ance tour  opening  in  Boston  in  October 
and  continuing  through  the  east,  south 
and  midwest.  He  returns  here  late  in 
November. 


Seiter  to  Direct  Deanna 
Durbin  in  "It's  a Date" 

Universal  has  borrowed  William  Seiter 
from  20th  Century-Fox  to  direct  “It’s  a 
Date,”  Deanna  Durbin  starrer,  which  goes 
into  work  shortly  after  “First  Love,”  the 
current  Durbin  film,  has  been  completed. 
The  new  picture,  with  a Hawaiian  locale, 
will  be  produced  by  Joe  Pasternak. 


"Don  Juan"  Js  Second  in 
UA  Series  by  Atalaya 

Second  in  Atalaya  Films’  Spanish- 
language  features  for  United  Artists  re- 
lease will  be  “Don  Juan,”  starring  Fortunio 
Bonanova,  and  going  into  work  in  Octo- 
ber. Bonanova  and  Maury  M.  Cohen  will 
co-produce. 


"Curtain  Call"  Benedict's 
First  RKO  Assignment 

First  production  assignment  for  How- 
ard Benedict  at  RKO  Radio  since  his  pro- 
motion from  the  studio  advertising-pub- 
licity directorship  will  be  “Curtain  Call.” 
Dalton  Trumbo  is  doing  the  script. 


New  Preview  Blank 
Boosts  Replies 

Seiznick  International  has  devised  a 
new  and  more  detailed  type  of  preview 
questionnaire  which,  the  studio  re- 
ports, has  increased  the  ratio  of  re- 
turns more  than  three  times.  The  quiz 
contains  ten  questions,  five  pertaining 
to  the  preview  and  five  asking  for  an 
expression  of  public  opinion  as  to  the 
degree  of  popularity  of  various  stars 
and  reaction  to  stories  which  Seiznick 
is  considering  for  films. 
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Production  Reassurances  Calm 
War-Induced  Apprehensions 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

With  the  European  war  well  into  its 
second  week,  Hollywood  has  begun  to  set- 
tle back  comfortably  into  its  accustomed 
channel  of  routine  operations,  its  first 
widespread  apprehension  regarding  cur- 
tailments in  production  activity  and  ex- 
penditures considerably  diminished.  This 
first  and  virtually  general  feeling  was  dis- 
pelled in  large  part  through  reassuring 
statements  from  the  executive  heads  of 
20th  Century-Fox,  Warner,  Paramount, 
Universal,  Columbia,  Monogram,  Republic 
and  most  other  companies — issued  indivi- 
dually, but  parallel  in  content — to  the  ef- 
fect that  no  production  or  budget  curtail- 
ments are  being  contemplated. 

Plotting  of  the  industry’s  future  course 
in  face  of  the  conflict  abroad  and  its  pos- 
sible repercussions  here  has  apparently 
evolved  into  a problem  to  be  coped  with 
by  the  individual  companies  themselves, 
for  the  Hays  office,  as  such,  apparently 
intends  to  mark  time  for  the  present. 


away’s  sure-handed  direction  is  grooved 
in  the  same  high  pitch  and  Gary  Cooper 
delivers  another  of  his  flawless  perform- 
ances at  the  head  of  a generally  fine  cast. 

Roach’s  “The  Housekeeper’s  Daughter,’’ 
which  the  veteran  producer  directed  him- 
self, proves  beyond  doubt  that  he  has  lost 
not  a particle  of  that  flair  for  comedy, 
subtle  and  slapstick,  on  which  his  early 
reputation  was  based.  Rapid-fire  dialogue, 
farcical  situations  at  their  funniest  and  a 
tongue-in-cheek  motivation  throughout 
qualify  this  gangster-newspaper  burlesque 
as  a strong  asset  in  the  lighter  vein  of  the 
current  cinematic  crop.  Rian  James  and 
Gordon  Douglas  turned  out  a thoroughly 
enjoyable  screenplay  from  the  novel  by 
Donald  Henderson  and  Clarke,  and  di- 
verting performances  were  contributed  by 
Joan  Bennett,  Adolphe  Menjou  and  other 
players. 

An  adept  blend  of  sparkling  sophistica- 
tion, tender  romance  and,  above  all,  com- 
edy, makes  Paramount’s  “Honeymoon  in 
Bali”  another  impressive  contender  for 
widespread  patronage  and  profits.  In  ad- 
dition to  capital  work  by  Fred  MacMur- 
ray  and  Madeleine  Carroll,  it  contains  a 
bonus  in  the  person  of  four-year-old  Car- 
olyn Lee,  a quaint  and  talented  moppet 
who,  from  all  indications,  is  going  to  win 
the  hearts  of  audiences  everywhere.  Equal 
credit  for  the  picture’s  assured  success 
must  be  divided  among  Jeff  Lazarus,  who 
produced — his  last  for  Paramount,  by  the 
way  — Director  Edward  H.  Griffith  and 
Virginia  Van  Upp,  who  wrote  the  screen- 
play. 

* 5ic 

The  oils  also  skyrocketed  on  the  big 
preview  board,  with  two  entirely  worth- 
while features  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
drilling  for  black  gold. 


With  the  expressed  sentiments  of  the 
majors  that  business  will  be  pursued  as 
usual  tending  to  restore  confidence  gen- 
erally, the  film  colony  is  beginning  to  delve 
into  other  previously  untouched  ramifica- 
tions of  the  outbreak  of  war — subjects 
which,  while  of  considerable  interest,  do 
not  have  as  direct  a bearing  on  the  fu- 
ture of  the  industry  in  Hollywood.  Among 
them  is  the  possible  fate  of  a number  of 
stars  whose  boxoffice  draw  in  America  is 
generally  conceded  to  be  negligible,  but 
whose  vehicles  have  always  been  consist- 
ent money-makers  in  the  foreign  market 
which  the  war  has  cut  down  so  mater- 
ially. Speculation  concerning  Metro’s 
Greta  Garbo,  for  example,  brings  forth  a 
studio  reply — unofficial,  but  well-founded 
— that  her  latest  picture,  “Ninotchka,”  is 
being  highly  exploited  as  a strong  attrac- 
tion in  the  domestic  market;  that  her  con- 
tract as  a Metro  player  is  absolutely  se- 
cure and  that  the  American  appeal  of  her 
newest  vehicle  is  being  counted  upon  to 


Metro  delivered  a lusty,  red-blooded  and 
gripping  story  of  chain  gangs,  oil  well 
fires  and  the  men  who  fight  them  in 
“Blackmail,”  boasting  a typical  two-fisted 
virile  characterization  by  Edward  G.  Rob- 
inson. Action  entertainment  par  excel- 
lence and  a potential  top  grosser,  there  is 
never  a dull  moment  in  the  highly  orig- 
inal script  prepared  by  David  Hertz  and 
William  Ludwig,  basing  their  treatment 
on  a story  by  Endre  Bohem  and  Dorothy 
Yost.  Direction  by  H.  C.  Potter  captures 
the  atmosphere  to  perfection  and  John  W. 
Considine  jr.,  with  Albert  Leroy  as  his 
associate,  has  given  it  good  production 
guidance. 

Less  spectacular,  but  equally  sturdy  as 
a comedy-drama.  Universal’s  “Two  Bright 
Boys”  should  guarantee  a steady  flow  of 
trade  at  most  boxoffices.  Astute  showman- 
ship was  displayed  by  Producer  Burt  KeUy 
in  teaming  Jackie  Cooper  and  Freddie 
Bartholomew  in  the  leads — their  perform- 
ances dovetailing  so  well  that  further  ve- 
hicles combining  their  redoubtable  adoles- 
cent talents  are  indicated.  Director  Joseph 
Santley  made  the  most  of  a workmanlike 
screenplay  by  Val  Burton  and  Edmund  L. 
Hartmann. 

♦ ^ 4: 

The  only  chill  on  the  list  was  foimd  in 
“Taku,”  a tale  of  the  north  country  pro- 
duced, directed  and  photographed  by  Nor- 
man Dawn.  Although  possibly  of  some 
entertainment  value  through  some  un- 
questionably skillful  shots  of  Alaskan  wild 
life  and  scenery,  it  possesses  but  few  pos- 
sibilities of  garnering  general  acclaim.  Its 
chief  fault  lies  in  Dawn’s  unfortunate  de- 
cision to  tie  a story  thread  into  the  scenic 
material  and  to  leave  the  plot  unfoldment 
in  the  hands  of  a ludicrously  amateurish 
native  cast. 


offset  any  losses  suffered  through  dimin- 
ished foreign  returns. 

The  same  situation  prevails,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  with  other  stars  in 
this  category.  Laurel  and  Hardy,  top 
favorites  abroad,  are  scheduled  to  do  three 
more  pictures  for  Hal  Roach  during  the 
season  and  the  producer  has  indicated  that 
he  will  not  alter  these  plans.  Paramount 
has  just  completed  its  second  feature 
starring  Isa  Miranda,  “Diamonds  Are 
Dangerous,”  and  it  was  officially  re- 
ported at  the  studio  that  there  will  be  no 
alteration  in  plans  whereby  the  Italian 
star  will  appear  in  at  least  two  more  pic- 
tures. Selznick  International  has  exer- 
cised its  option  on  Ingrid  Berman,  Swed- 
ish actress,  who  made  her  American  de- 
but in  “Intermezzo.”  Marlene  Dietrich, 
whose  foreign  appeal  has  been  as  strong 
as,  if  not  stronger  than,  her  draw  in  this 
country,  has  returned  to  active  camera 
work  in  Universal’s  “Destry  Rides  Again” 
after  an  absence  of  several  years. 

A Job  for  Publicists 

High-geared  publicity  staffs  at  the  ma- 
jor studies  are  being  confronted  with  the 
virtual  certainty  that  public  demand  for 
news  of  the  war  in  newspapers,  magazines, 
other  periodicals  and  the  radio  will  cut 
into  the  amount  of  space  and  air  time  cus- 
tomarily accorded  Hollywood  and  its  ac- 
tivities. How  drastic  the  curtailment  will 
be,  however,  is  a question  which  most  ex- 
ploiteers  declare  they  cannot  satisfactorily 
answer  as  yet.  Planters  on  many  of  the 
major  lots  report  a sharp  drop  in  the 
amount  of  space  acquired  in  local  metro- 
politan newspapers  for  feature  and  gen- 
eral Hollywood  news  material,  but  point 
out  that  syndicated  columnists  are  carry- 
ing on  as  usual,  leaving  one  publicity 
channel  as  wide  open  as  ever.  Coinci- 
dentally, foreign  correspondents  particu- 
larly English  and  French,  are  seeking  more 
Hollywood  news  than  customarily  because 
of  the  curtailment  of  production  in  their 
respective  native  lands,  bringing  about  an 
increased  demand  by  the  periodicals  they 
represent  for  added  material  from  the  film 
colony  to  compensate.  The  Hays  office, 
additionally,  has  issued  credentials  to 
seven  new  foreign  news  representatives, 
bringing  the  total  in  Hollywood  to  60 — 
most  of  them  reporting  they  have  not  so 
far  received  orders  to  curtail  the  amount 
of  Hollywood  news  to  be  filed. 

Consensus  of  opinion  among  local  pub- 
licists is  that  they  will  be  hardest  hit  in 
the  national  magazines,  which  are  de- 
voting more  and  more  space  to  news,  fea- 
tures and  photographs  of  the  war. 

Meanwhile,  prospects  that  the  producers 
association,  through  MPPDA  President 
Will  Hays,  would  issue  an  all-industry 
statement  keynoting  plans  for  the  future 
went  glimmering  when  Hays  indefinitely 
postponed  a general  membership  meeting 
which  he  had  scheduled  upon  his  arrival 
from  the  east.  Whether  or  not  such  a 
meeting  would  be  called  in  the  near  fu- 
ture, local  Hays  office  attaches  could  not 
say.  Sole  official  comment  from  the 
MPPDA  leader  so  far  has  been  limited  to 
a brief  statement,  made  at  a luncheon  at 
M-G-M  honoring  the  Naval  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, that  Hollywood  production  would 
“remain  stable”  despite  the  possibility  of 
America’s  becoming  involved  in  the  war. 

Along  production  lines,  also,  a steadier 
course  than  was  originally  indicated  is 


Spearheads 
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being  plotted.  His  fears  that  David  Niven 
might  immediately  be  called  to  the  Eng- 
lish colors  quieted,  Samuel  Goldwyn  has 
resumed  production  of  “Raffles,”  working 
at  a fast  pace,  however.  RKO  Radio  has 
re-started  shooting  on  “Vigil  in  the  Night” 
although  it  was  reported  earlier  that  the 
film,  once  halted  because  of  the  illness 
of  Carole  Lombard,  would  be  held  in 
abeyance  pending  the  arrival  here  of 
President  George  Schaefer.  A heavy- 
budgeter,  it  is  strongly  British  in  theme. 
The  Warner  studio  is  rushing  a number 
of  comedies  and  lighter-vein  stories  into 
work  to  combat  the  seriousness  of  the 
international  situation,  including  such  ve- 
hicles as  “The  Smiling  Corpse,”  a mystery- 
comedy,  “The  Poor  Nut,”  “Brother  Rat 
and  the  Baby,”  “Granny  Get  Your  Gun,” 
“Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish”  and  others. 
Furthermore,  it  has  placed  “Espionage 
Agent,”  completed  some  time  ago,  back 
into  production  to  inject  latest  develop- 
ments in  Europe  into  the  action. 

Cecil  B.  DeMille  has  announced  he  will 
not  depart  from  his  original  plans  to  film 
“Northwest  Mounted  Police”  as  a high- 
budget  offering  in  Technicolor,  for  which 
at  least  two  location  expeditions  are 
charted.  Picture  will  get  into  work  early 
in  January.  Goldwyn,  again,  is  capitaliz- 
ing on  the  front-page  dominance  of  the 
war  by  setting  scripters  to  work  on  a top- 
ical vehicle  titled  “Blackout  Over  Eu- 
rope,” which  will  use  an  air  raid  as  its 
motivation. 

"Strict  Neutrality"  Causes  Change 

On  the  debit  side,  however,  are  Colum- 
bia’s decision  to  postpone  “Arizona”  for  at 
least  60  days;  and  the  disclosure  that 
Metro  has  sidetracked  several  vehicles,  in- 
cluding its  projected  remake  of  “Quo  Va- 
dis,”  as  well  as  the  next  Marx  Brothers 
film,  and  others.  Warner,  too,  in  an- 
nouncing it  would  revise  its  production 
policy  in  order  to  maintain  “strict  neu- 
trality,” has  canceled  “Underground,”  an 
anti-Hitler  story  which  had  been  set  to 
start  immediately. 

However,  statements  by  Harry  Cohn,  of 
Columbia;  Y.  Prank  Freeman,  of  Para- 
mount; Joseph  M.  Schenck,  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Pox; W.  Ray  Johnston,  of  Mono- 
gram; J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  of  Universal; 
Jack  L.  Warner,  of  Warner;  and  Herbert 
J.  Yates,  of  Republic,  are  unswervingly  un- 
animous in  declaring  that  the  full  sched- 
ules of  their  respective  companies  for  the 
1939-40  season  will  be  delivered  as  an- 
nounced, with  a few  changes  or  substitu- 
tions in  the  lineups. 

Amplification  of  plans  for  the  future  is 
scheduled  to  be  the  topic  of  a number  of 
conferences  slotted  to  begin  with  the  ar- 
rivai  of  home  office  executives  on  the 
coast.  Easing  of  the  tension,  however,  has 
caused  Schaefer  and  Yates  to  delay  their 
trips  west.  Currently  here  are  Walter  J. 
Hutchinson,  20th  Century-Fox’s  foreign 
sales  chief,  and  Robert  Kane,  head  of  the 
company’s  English  production  unit,  which 
has  been  closed  down.  Paramount’s  Free- 
man has  returned  from  brief  eastern  con- 
ferences, as  has  Cliff  Work,  studio  man- 
ager at  Universal.  Johnston  already  is 
in  conference  with  Scott  Dunlap,  Mono- 
gram production  chief,  with  a view  to  aim- 
ing the  new  product  away  from  curtailed 
European  markets  into  the  domestic  and 
South  American  field — to  which  end  bud- 
gets with  be  raised  on  a number  of  forth- 


• REVIEW  FLASHES  • 


CALL  A MESSENGER  (Univ)— Another  story 
of  adolescent  rehabilitation,  this  blends 
two  of  the  "Dead  End"  kids  with  the 
"Little  Tough  Guys"  in  a spirited  rough  and 
tumble  comedy  drama  which  would  be 
ideal  fare  for  juveniles,  albeit  a bit  forced 
and  obvious  for  the  adult  trade.  Ken  Gold- 
smith produced.  Arthur  Lubin  directed. 

KID  NIGHTINGALE  (WB)— Packages  sub- 
stantial wallop  as  a prizefight  comedy,  with 
John  Payne  in  the  title  role  doing  well  for 
himself  as  a boxer  with  crooning  aspira- 
tions. The  load  of  comedy  situations 
should  make  it  highly  acceptable  light  pro- 
gram material.  Mark  Hellinger  produced; 
George  Amy  directed. 

RULERS  OF  THE  SEA  (Para)— Reflecting 
meticulous  care  in  production  and  direc- 
tion, both  of  which  tasks  were  entrusted 
to  the  capable  hands  of  Frank  Lloyd,  this 
narrative  of  the  victory  of  steam  over  sail 
in  the  evolution  of  navigation  wins  a place 
among  the  finer  and  more  impressive  of 
current  productions.  The  picture  is  mag- 


nificently dialogued,  which  enables  a su- 
perior cast,  headed  by  Douglas  Fairbanks 
jr.,  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportunities 
the  screenplay  affords. 

THUNDER  AFLOAT  (M-G-M)— Lusty  and 
salty  saga  of  the  men  who  went  down  to 
sea  to  man  the  splinter  fleet  which  pro- 
tected America's  shores  from  the  harass- 
ment of  German  U-boats  in  1918.  Picture 
would  be  a prize  package  of  topflight  ac- 
tion entertainment  at  any  time  and  is  ren- 
dered doubly  valuable  through  the  repeti- 
tion of  history  as  reflected  in  the  current 
headlines.  Wallace  Beery,  who  tops  the 
cast,  was  never  better.  J.  Walter  Ruben  pro- 
duced; George  B.  Seitz  directed. 

TWO  BRIGHT  BOYS  (Univ)— Sturdy  blend  of 
action,  drama  and  comedy  in  the  oil  fields. 
Showcasing  the  adolescent  talents  of 
Jackie  Cooper  and  Freddie  Bartholomew, 
this  should  bring  a steady  flow  of  patrons 
and  profits  to  exhibitors  everywhere.  The 
cast  throughout  is  splendid.  Burt  Kelly  pro- 
duced; Joseph  Santley  directed. 


COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above  pictures  mil  appear  in 
an  early  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 


coming  offerings,  Johnston  declares. 

One  of  the  immediate  effects  of  the 
majors’  announcement  that  production 
will  be  maintained  on  its  customary  stan- 
dard, even  though  certain  economies  must 
be  enforced  to  do  so,  has  been  a large- 
scale  pruning  of  payrolls.  This  has  been 
particularly  evident  at  20th  Century-Fox, 
where  more  than  300 — mostly  maintenance 
and  secretarial  workers,  writers  and  three 
executives — have  been  laid  off.  To  a less- 
er degree  the  same  policy  is  being  enforc- 
ed at  Warner  and  other  studios,  although 
several — including  Universal  and  Mono- 
gram— have  pledged  that  no  personnel 
cuts  are  being  contemplated. 

Fears  that  imported  talent,  particular- 
ly British,  would  be  called  or  would  leave 
of  their  own  volition  to  join  the  service, 
also  have  been  somewhat  quieted,  the  Brit- 
ish consulate  having  informed  studio 
heads  that  a breathing  spell  of  at  least  30 
days  is  in  prospect  before  transportation 
can  be  arranged  for  those  in  line  to  be 
called  home.  However,  Walter  Wanger 
is  short  one  scenarist,  Ian  Dalrymple  hav- 
ing notified  the  producer  from  England 
that  he  has  been  appointed  air-raid  war- 
den of  a London  district — thus  cancelling 
his  writing  pact.  Director  John  Farrow 
of  RKO  Radio  has  abandoned  plans  to 
join  his  wife,  Maureen  O’Sullivan,  abroad, 
having  received  word  from  her  that  she 
had  booked  passage  from  Ireland  on  the 
Yankee  Clipper.  Two  Paramount  stars, 
Madeleine  Carroll  and  Bob  Hope,  have  re- 
turned to  Hollywood  from  European  vaca- 
tions. 


Doing  Goldwyn  Original 

Hollywood — ^Philip  MacDonald  is  work- 
ing on  an  untitled  original  for  Samuel 
Goldwyn. 


SCRIPTERS 


— Producers  Pictures  Corp. 

GEORGE  BRICKER  to  “Buried  Alive,”  from  a 
prison  story  by  William  A.  Ullman  jr. 

— Paramount 

LEWIS  FOSTER  to  "Cornin’  Round  the  Moun- 
tain,” featuring  Lynne  Overman;  DON  HART- 
MAN to  “Road  to  Singapore.” 

W.  R.  LIPMAN  to  “Go  West,  Young  Man.” 
LAWRENCE  HAZARD  to  “Safari.”  Anthony 
Veiller  will  produce  the  Madeleine  Carroll-Fred 
MacMurray  co-starrer. 

— Republic 

STUART  ANTHONY  to  “Robin  Hood  of  the 
Pecos,”  next  Roy  Rogers  western. 

OLIVER  DRAKE  to  “Rocky  Mountain  Rangers,” 
forthcoming  “Three  Mesquiteers”  western. 

— RKO  Radio 

SAM  and  BELLA  SPEWACK  to  an  untitled 
original  for  Producer-Director  Leo  McCarey. 

JOHN  TWIST  to  “Distant  Fields,”  from  the 
story  by  S.  K.  Lauren. 

ALLAN  SCOTT  teamed  with  GREGORY  LA 
CAVA  on  “The  Primrose  Path,”  which  LaCava 
will  produce  ’and  direct. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

JOHN  TAINTOR  FOOTE  to  “The  Mark  of 
Zorro.”  Tyrone  Power  will  be  starred. 

WALTER  BULLOCK  to  “Manhattan  Holiday,”  a 
Kenneth  Macgowan  production  which  will  star 
Don  Ameche. 

— Universal 

LESTER  COLE  to  “No  Power  on  Earth,”  which 
will  co-star  Jackie  Cooper  and  Victor  McLaglen. 

NORMAN  KRASNA  to  “It’s  a Date,”  next 
Deanna  Durbin  starrer,  which  William  Selter  will 
direct.  Picture  rolls  upon  completion  of  the  cur- 
rent Durbin  vehicle,  “First  Love.” 

— Warner  Bros. 

KEN  GAMET  to  an  untitled  story  for  the  new 
“Tugboat  Annie”  series. 


Collaborate  on  “Dame" 

Hollywood — “The  Dame  From  New- 
ark,” to  co-star  Barbara  Stanwyck  and 
William  Holden,  will  be  adapted  for  Co- 
lumbia by  Lew  Meltzer  and  Daniel  Tara- 
dash. 
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Advisory  Committee  to  Guide 
ITO  Group  on  West  Coast 


Los  Angeles — In  the  most  far-reaching 
reorganizational  move  since  its  inception, 
the  ITO  of  Southern  California  and  Ari- 
zona is  now  operating  under  the  guidance 
of  an  advisory  committee  with  Robert  H. 
Poole  as  executive  director.  Tire  ITO 
membership,  in  annual  meeting,  voted  to 
abolish  the  office  of  president  and  other 
posts  comprising  the  board  of  directors. 

Poole,  who  formerly  functioned  as  gen- 
eral secretary,  explained  the  reorganiza- 
tion would  eliminate  the  criticism  and  re- 
sponsibility which  usually  fell  on  the 
president  and  would  bring  about  a more 
coherent  managerial  body. 

The  new  advisory  board  comprises  Poole, 
Albert  Galston — retiring  as  the  ITO’s  last 
president — Jack  Berman,  Robert  Whitson, 
Jennie  Dodge,  C.  H.  Ferry,  Abe  L.  Gore 
and  H.  W.  Bruen. 

The  board  convened  immediately  to  map 
plans  for  the  new  season,  indicating  it 
would  push  forward  for  actual  establish- 
ment of  a trade  practice  code  in  this 
territory  and  continue  the  ITO’s  campaign 
to  eliminate  commercial  previews  and 
first-run  moveovers. 

Poole  and  Galston  explained  to  the 
membership  the  present  status  of  the  trade 
practice  code  as  outlined  by  W.  F.  Rodgers, 
co-chairman  of  the  code  committee,  during 
his  recent  visit  here.  Rodgers,  in  his 
brief  conference  with  Poole  and  Galston, 
pointed  out  the  code  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  distributor  attorneys  and  assured  them 
he  would  do  “everything  in  his  power”  to 
complete  his  date  pertaining  to  changes 
made  in  the  code  within  a short  time. 
Rodgers  also  declared  he  would  make  every 
effort  to  secure  two  concessions  requested 
by  the  ITO — elimination  of  the  first-run 
moveovers  and  commercial  previews  here. 

A unanimous  vote  of  confidence  was 
given  Poole  and  the  new  advisory  board  by 
the  membership,  which  authorized  them  to 
continue  the  “progressive  policies  estab- 
lished during  the  past  year.” 

In  one  of  his  last  official  acts  as  presi- 


dent, Galston  issued  a statement  com- 
mending Warner  for  voluntarily  granting 
trade  concessions  to  showmen.  He  de- 
clared, in  part: 

“Our  association  is  particularly  pleased 
because  of  our  efforts,  from  the  inception 
of  the  code,  to  see  adopted  the  many  im- 
proved trade  practices  that  will  be  ad- 
vantageous to  all  independent  exhibitors.” 

Take  10-Year  Lease  on 
Paramount  in  L,  A, 

Los  Angeles — Fanchon  & Marco  in  as- 
sociation with  Milt  Arthur  has  secured  a 
new  ten-year  lease  on  the  Paramount 
Theatre,  first-run  house  in  the  downtown 
area,  from  the  Paramount  Publix  Corp., 
it  was  disclosed  following  the  return  from 
New  York  of  Mike  Marco,  who  set  the 
deal  in  the  east.  Tlie  new  lease  calls  for 
a complete  remodeling  of  the  house,  which 
will  be  closed  temporarily  early  in  De- 
cember. 

The  current  dual-bill  policy,  without 
stage  shows,  will  continue  until  after  the 
theatre  has  been  redecorated.  Since  F-M 
and  Arthur  took  control  of  the  house  six 
years  ago,  a single-bill,  stage  show  policy 
had  been  in  effect  almost  continuously 
until  last  July. 


Emanuel  Sells  Out 

Los  Angeles — B.  K.  Emanuel  has  sold 
all  rights  in  his  Foreign  Film  Exchange  to 
Azteca  Films,  owned  by  R.  A.  Calderon. 


Re-Sign  Harman  and  Ising 

Hollywood — Metro  has  re-signed  Hugh 
Harman  and  Rudolf  Ising,  who  head  car- 
toon-making units  at  the  studio. 


Wilshire  Robbed  of  $750 

Santa  Monica,  Cal. — Burglars  rifled  the 
safe  at  A1  Hansen’s  Wilshire  Theatre  and 
escaped  with  $750,  the  weekend’s  receipts. 


L.  A.  Grosses  Unhurt 
By  War  in  Europe 

Los  Angeles — 'The  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties abroad  has  inflicted  no  appreciable 
damage  on  the  boxoffice  in  most  exhibi- 
tion situations  in  this  territory,  operators 
report,  indicating  that  the  populace  is  not 
allowing  its  vital  interest  in  European  de- 
velopments to  interfere  with  its  atten- 
tion to  motion  pictures. 

Save  for  a brief  and  sharp  business 
nosedive  during  the  weekend  prior  to  the 
declaration  of  war  on  Germany  by  Eng- 
land and  Fi’ance,  first-runs  and  subse- 
quents  alike,  both  independent  and  cir- 
cuit, have  been  playing  to  normal  re- 
turns— in  some  instances  better  than  aver- 
age. The  short  lull  was  generally  at- 
tributed to  the  barrage  of  radio  bulletins, 
preceding  the  war  declaration,  which  kept 
potential  film  patrons  close  to  their 
radios. 

A strong  lineup  of  attractions  in  the 
first-run  houses  is  also  considered  a fac- 
tor in  maintaining  normalcy.  “Golden 
Boy,”  day-date  at  the  Hillstreet  and 
Pantages,  opened  to  impressive  business, 
according  to  Manager  E.  H.  Anderson; 
“The  Old  Maid”  has  been  drawing  well  at 
Warner’s  Hollywood  and  Downtown 
houses;  Paramount  played  to  standing- 
room  over  the  weekend  with  “Beau 
Geste;”  and  Grauman’s  Chinese  and 
Loew’s  State  bagged  their  share  of  trade 
with  “Lady  of  the  Tropics.”  “'The  Women,” 
a moveover  at  the  United  Artists  and 
Wilshire,  is  clicking  strongly  and  “Four 
Feathers,”  in  its  fourth  week  at  the  Four 
Star,  has  shown  no  signs  of  weakening. 

FWC’s  subsequent-run  and  neighbor- 
hood houses,  as  well  as  small  independent 
circuits  and  unaffiliated  theatres,  have 
reported  that  similar  healthy  business 
conditions  are  prevailing,  at  least  for  the 
time  being. 


Sales  Tax  Applicable 
To  Sound  Servicing 

Seattle — 'The  charge  for  servicing  of 
theatre  sound  equipment  is  subject  to  the 
state  retail  sales  tax,  according  to  an 
opinion  forwarded  to  Jim  Hone,  executive 
secretary  of  the  MPTO  of  the  Northwest, 
by  the  Washington  tax  commission.  Sign- 
ed by  Lloyd  W.  Schram,  legal  department 
of  the  state  excise  tax  division,  the  letter 
follows: 

“This  department  has  given  its  consid- 
eration to  the  problem  presented  in  our 
discussion  with  you  and  Mr.  Miller  on 
Aug.  18,  1939.  We  wish  to  advise  that 
from  an  examination  of  the  contract  des- 
ignated as  ‘Agreement  and  Chattel  Mort- 
gage’ (C  M-14L  and  from  a consideration 
of  the  nature  of  the  property  sold  under 
that  contract,  we  have  concluded  that 
an  ‘R.C.A.  Photophone  Electric  Sound 

Reproducing  Equipment  P.  G.  No ’ 

should  be  classified  as  that  type  of  prop- 
erty which  remains  personal  property  af- 
ter installation.  Accordingly  when  a 
charge  is  made  to  an  exhibitor  for  re- 
pairs of  that  equipment,  the  Retail  Sales 
Tax  is  applicable  to  that  charge.” 


Distributors  Have  Studio  Look — 

William  Heineman,  left.  Universal  western  sales  manager,  visits  the  studios 
with  A.  J.  O’Keefe,  west  coast  district  manager.  The  hostess  is  Deanna 
Durbin. 
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gIG  EVENT  of  the  week  was  the  reopen- 
ing of  the  Palomar  Theatre  with  its 
new  policy  of  Warner  pictures.  The  house 
formerly  offered  a policy  of  two  features 
with  vaudeville.  After  being  closed  for  a 
few  days  for  remodeling  and  a general 
cleanup,  the  theatre  was  reopened  with 
a single  feature  “The  Old  Maid.”  An  ex- 
tensive newspaper  campaign  was  prepared 
for  15  Warner  stars  were  brought  from 
Hollywood  for  the  grand  opening.  Among 
the  group  of  actors  presented  were  Ronald 
Reagan,  Dennis  Morgan,  Bill  Lundigan, 
Gloria  Dickson,  Jean  Parker,  Lya  Lys, 
Claire  Windsor,  Nanett  Fabares,  Lucille 
Fairbanks,  James  Stephenson,  Jane  Gil- 
bert, Rosella  Towne,  and  Maris  Wrixon. 
John  Danz,  president  of  Sterling  Theatres, 
and  Bill  Forman  the  general  manager 
were  on  hand  to  greet  the  celebrities  and 
hundreds  of  film  fans  blocked  the  streets. 
The  opening  day  of  the  new  Palomar 
policy  and  the  weekend  business  broke  all 
records  in  the  history  of  the  house.  Much 
credit  for  the  campaign  goes  to  Jack  Samp- 
son, head  of  the  Sterling  publicity  depart- 
ment. 

The  Orpheum  Theatre  in  Portland,  re- 
cently acquired  by  Sterling,  and  the  Up- 
town in  Seattle  both  have  just  reopened 
with  heavy  campaigns  back  of  them  . . . 
Tacoma  had  its  share  of  censor  troubles 
this  past  week.  Seems  the  board  came  over 
to  Seattle  to  see  the  performance  of  “To- 
bacco Road”  and  immediately  banned  the 
the  play  for  Tacoma  showing.  Thanks  to 
an  injunction  issued  by  the  superior  court 
the  show  went  on  as  scheduled. 

The  gang  in  the  Warner  exchange  are 
feeling  proud  of  the  new  club  rooms  that 
have  just  been  remodeled.  The  Warner 
Club  has  just  elected  new  officers  for  the 
coming  year,  as  follows:  Mortie  Endert, 
president:  Art  Gollofon,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  entertainment;  Aldean  Hawk, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  welfare;  Mary 
Schmitt,  secretary-treasurer.  The  board 
of  governors  include  Craig  Turner,  Guy 
Maxey,  and  Margaret  Crow.  The  welfare 
committee  consists  of  Eva  Haydon,  Freda 
Deitch,  Genevieve  Connerton,  and  Gladys 
Kalushe.  On  the  entertainment  commit- 
tee are  Margaret  Crow,  Aldean  Hawk,  and 
Dan  Weston.  A house-warming  will  be 
held  as  soon  as  the  new  club  quarters  are 
finished. 

Word  from  Los  Angeles  tells  that  Pat 
Schanley  is  in  the  Queen  of  Angels  Hos- 
pital in  Hollywood.  Pat  was  formerly  of 
the  vaudeville  team  of  Schanley  and  Fur- 
ness. Later  the  two  boys  opened  the  well- 
known  hotels  in  California  under  the  name 
of  “50-50.” 

We  have  it  on  very  reliable  authority 
from  a traveler  in  eastern  Washington, 
that  Charley  Greime  is  now  serving  Grade 
A to  all  his  friends,  film  salesmen  and  pop- 
corn men  alike.  He  has  been  buying  it 
by  the  case,  delivered  each  morning  early 
to  his  office.  Latest  report  is,  some  one 
delivered  a Jersey  cow  to  the  Vitaphone 
Theatre  basement,  fully  equipped. 

When  the  40f/i  Annual  Western  Wash- 
ington Fair  opens  in  a couple  of  weeks. 


Fanchon  and  Marco  will  once  again  sup- 
ply the  entertainment.  Fourteen  acts  are 
being  advertised  with  Cy  Taillon  as  the 
master  of  ceremonies.  A special  Seattle 
Day  is  already  being  prepared  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Jim  Hone,  of 
the  MPTO  will  head  a delegation  of  show 
folks  on  that  special  day. 

There’s  a lot  of  sadness  on  the  face  of 
George  Hood,  secretary  of  the  Theatre  Em- 
ployes Union,  Local  B-22,  and  it  is  for  a 
good  reason.  George  reports  the  losing  of 
his  purse  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Labor  Temple.  “The  purse  had  a consid- 
erable sum  of  money  in  it”  said  George. 
“Even  if  the  finder  doesn’t  return  the 
money,  they  might  send  the  purse,  cards 
and  papers  in  it  back  to  me.  And  I could 
use  the  money,  too.” 

Work  has  started  on  the  University  of 
Washington’s  new  $64,000  Penthouse 
Theatre  . . . When  patrons  go  to  the  Met- 
ropolitan Theatre  to  see  continental  films, 
they  are  greeted  at  the  boxoffice  by  beau- 
teous Juli  Bernhardt  who  was  Miss  Seattle 
of  1937  . . . W.  F.  “Bill”  Kiejiitz,  origina- 
ally  a Libby,  Mont.,  exhibitor,  and  now  the 
popcorn  king  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  is  due  to 
arrive  this  week  with  Mrs.  Kienitz.  While 
here  he  will  purchase  more  Burch  ma- 
chines and  maybe  make  a surprise  visit 
at  Libby. 

Ground  has  been  broken  this  week  for 
the  new  theatre  Mel  Sohns  is  building  at 
Lake  Burien.  The  house  will  be  of  subur- 
ban character  done  in  Tyrolean  style  . . . 
Rad  Pratch  of  Tacoma  plans  to  leave  his 
theatre  for  a period  and  will  board  his 
yacht  about  the  middle  of  the  month  for 
a trip  to  Tahiti  . . . Betty  Annibal,  chief 
operator  on  the  Palomar  switchboard, 
turning  columnist  for  a day  and  doing  a 
guest  column  for  Gil  Brown  of  the  Seattle 
Star  . . . Eddie  Walton,  genial  sales  head 
of  Republic  Pictures,  was  guest  of  honor 
at  a surprise  birthday  celebration  hosted 
by  Junior  Mercy.  A big  gang  was  on  hand 
for  the  doings,  and  Eddie  was  really  sur- 
prised. 

Art  and  Mrs.  Slater  joined  Fred  Laundry 
in  Wenatchee  and  they  all  proceeded  to 
British  Columbia  for  the  weekend  . . . 
Grover  and  Mrs.  Kirley  off  for  New  York 
after  a visit  with  the  John  Hamricks  . . . 
Tommy  Tomlinson  back  from  the  vaca- 
tion and  telling  of  a golf  game  with  Mar- 
tin Brown  of  the  Avenue  Theatre  in  Yak- 
ima . . . Tommy  Cleary,  traveling  auditor 
for  20th  Century-Fox,  here  for  a couple 
of  weeks’  stay  doing  his  stuff  on  the  books. 

J.  T.  Sheffield,  president  of  Republic 
of  the  Northwest,  has  gone  again.  This 
time  his  travels  will  take  him  to  his  Butte 
office  for  a spell  . . . Mrs.  Peterson,  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Jean  Spear  passed  away 
at  her  home  in  Sumner  a few  days  ago. 
Jean  is  on  the  sales  force  of  Fox  . . . Jack 
Shrader,  from  Yakima,  visiting  the  Row 
for  a preview  with  Junior  Mercy  . . . B.  F. 
Shearer  and  John  Hamrick  are  regulars 
at  the  night  baseball  games. 

Dad  Abbott  of  Sedro-Woolley  making  his 


usual  trip  in  for  bookings  . . . Jim  Hone 
and  Paul  Westlund  of  the  American  Thea- 
tre fishing  two  days  in  a row  and  report- 
ing great  luck  the  first  day,  but  not  so  hot 
the  second  . . . Pete  and  Grace  Constanti 
visiting  from  Aberdeen.  They  have  closed 
their  Harbor  Theatre  and  are  having  it 
remodeled. 

Ben  Fish,  division  manager  for  United 
Artists,  and  George  Hickey  of  Metro  are 
both  in  for  visits  to  their  respective  ex- 
changes . . . Iras  “Lindy”  Lindahl  back 
from  the  vacation  in  Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco  . . . Harold  Hardin,  head  booker 
for  United  Artists,  drops  a card  that  he 
and  his  wife  are  in  Yellowstone  and  will 
return  home  via  Los  Angeles  and  the  San 
Francisco  Fair. 

Kenneth  Malcolm  of  the  Little  Victor 
Preview  Theatre  to  Soap  Lake  to  chin- 
wag with  his  father  . . . George  Blair,  with 
a sore  heel,  gettmg  lots  of  wise-cracks 
about  same  . . . Addie  Young  taking  a 
gander  at  the  ponies  now  running  in  Spo- 
kane . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tew  in  from  North 
Bend  . . . Louis  Goldsmith  in  from  Spo- 
kane,  likewise  Joe  Rosenfield  and  Bill 
Evans  . . . Mendy  Segel  back  from  San 
Francisco  and  his  little  spell  with  the 
army. 

Construction  work  has  started  on  Guy 
Navarre’s  new  home  . . . Edith  Giles  off 
for  a business  trip  to  Montana  and  Idaho 
. . . Mildred  Bishop,  leaving  the  theatres 
in  Lewiston,  Idaho  long  enough  to  take 
in  a couple  of  races  in  Spokane  . . . Art 
Huot  out  again  for  his  territory  east  of 
the  mountains  . . . Mr.  Swift,  supervisor 
of  checkers  for  Warner,  here  for  a few 
days. 

Cliff  Chellew  of  the  Liberty  Theatre 
away  for  his  vacation  with  Johnnie  von 
Berber g in  charge  during  Cliff’s  absence 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cochrane  in  from  Sno- 
qualmie  . . . Walter  Olsen  telling  of  his 
son  breaking  his  arm  and  showing  x-ray 
picture  to  prove  it  ..  . Homer  Garvin, 
former  theatre  owner  in  Nebraska  and 
more  recently  manager  of  theatres  in  this 
territory,  is  now  handling  car  sales  for  a 
well  known  auto  company  . . . Morrie  Fald- 
borg  writing  that  he  has  installed  a pop- 
corn machine  in  his  theatre  in  Wilbur  . . . 
Murray  Peck  trying  out  bands  and  pre- 
paring to  launch  on  a career  of  music. 


“THEATRES  OF  TOMORROW” 

obviously  will  be  designed  to  capitalize 
on  the  confection  business.  Millions  of  dol- 
lars spent  annually  by  theatre  goers  for 
popcorn  and  candies  to  be  eaten  in  the 
theatre. 

"THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST 
CONFECTION  MART" 

don't  mean  a thing-  but  grief  to  the  Ex- 
hibitor today,  an  inconvenience  to  the  thea-  A 
tre  goers,  and  Greasy  Gus  gets  the  profit.  ^ 


//POPCORN  SMITH^^  j 

^ Box  284,  Seattle 
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INDICATING  an  improvement  in  business 
conditions,  Utah  tax  collections  during 
July  and  August  showed  a sizeable  in- 
crease over  the  same  months  of  1938. 

Demand  for  an  ordinance  to  prohibit 
the  distribution  of  handbills  has  been 
lodged  with  the  Salt  Lake  City  commis- 
sion. 

Ted  Kirkmeyer,  manager  of  the  Fox 
Helena  Theatres  in  Montana,  was  married 
here  last  week  to  Nellie  Grant  of  Denver. 

Lloyd  Boreing  succeeds  Robert  Both- 
well  as  assistant  manager  at  the  Fox  Po- 
catello theatres  in  Idaho.  Bothwell  has 
been  promoted  to  the  management  of  the 
Rio  at  Helena,  Mont. 

A visitor  at  the  Sheffield-Republic  ex- 
change in  Butte,  Mont.,  was  J.  T.  Sheffield 
. . . Manager  H.  C.  Fuller  of  RKO  is  leav- 
ing for  a sales  trip  into  Montana. 

Manager  Tony  Hartford  and  Salesman 
Walt  Millar  left  for  a sales  trip  into  Mon- 
tana following  a local  sales  parley  at  the 
UA  office  . . . Ernie  Gibson,  UA  salesman, 
is  covering  the  coal  camps  of  southern 
Utah. 

J.  L.  Leadbetter  has  changed  the  name 
of  his  theatre  in  Browning,  Mont.,  from 
the  Orpheum  to  the  Park. 

C.  R.  Wade  is  the  new  manager  at  the 
local  Universal  exchange.  He  succeeds 
Matt  Aparton  who  has  resigned  to  go  to 
Seattle.  Wade  was  a salesman. 

Clare  Woods,  formerly  manager  at  the 
Paramount  Theatre,  previous  to  its  clos- 
ing for  the  summer,  has  been  named  man- 
ager of  the  Centre  Theatre,  Salt  Lake’s 
newest.  He  replaces  Charles  Pincus  who 
will  take  charge  of  the  Paramount  when 
it  reopens  September  22. 

W.  W.  McKendrick,  head  of  the  local 
Monogram  exchange,  is  back  from  a sales 
trip  into  Nevada  and  Idaho  . . . Manager 
Harry  Kerer  of  the  Premier  Film  ex- 
change reports  the  Roxy  Theatre  has  sign- 
ed for  a 15-week  encyclopedia  giveaway. 

. . . Ben  Fish,  UA  district  manager,  has 
been  a local  visitor  the  past  few  days. 

Celebrations  in  four  Utah  cities  were 
underway  over  the  weekend  with  fairs  at 
Morgan  and  Milford,  a roundup  at  St. 
George  and  a rodeo  at  Vernal. 


Skolak  Will  Reopen 

San  Francisco — Eddie  Skolak  will  re- 
open the  dark  Capitol  Theatre  here  Sep- 
tember 29,  it  is  reported.  The  Cap- 
itol closed  due  to  poor  business  conditions 
which  were  attributed  to  the  fair. 


Laramie  Fox  Opened 

Laramie,  Wyo.  — Fox  Intermountain 
opened  the  new  Fox  Theatre  here  this 
week.  Engineered  in  the  ultra-modern 
vein,  the  house  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
$75,000. 


Before  and  After — 

When  W.  A.  Simons  and  Paul  B.  Mc- 
Adam  of  the  Yellowstone  Amusement 
Co.,  of  Livingston,  Mont.,  decided  to 
get  a new  theatre  for  St.  Ignatius, 
Mont.,  they  took  the  old  Mission 
Theatre,  shown  in  the  top  view,  and 
transformed  it  into  the  Park  Theatre 
as  pictured.  T.  R.  Taylor  is  manager 
of  the  Park. 

Distribution  Outlets  Are 
Established  for  'Sudan 

Los  Angeles — Reports  from  the  east 
disclose  that  Mitchell  Leichter,  veteran  in- 
dependent producer  now  handling  dis- 
tribution of  “Sudan,”  animal  exploitation 
feature,  has  disposed  of  sales  rights  in 
most  of  the  remaining  territory.  Film 
has  been  acquired  by  Eleanor  Paradeis  of 
the  Pam-O-Film  Exchange  for  Buffalo  and 
Albany;  Jack  Adkins,  Dallas,  Texas;  Harry 
Thoms,  New  York  City,  and  Philip  Lewis 
of  the  American  Trading  Co.,  for  Europe, 
the  New  England  states  including  Boston 
and  New  Haven,  as  well  as  Washington, 
D.  C.,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more. 

Leichter  intends  to  return  to  the  coast 
in  about  three  weeks. 


Sidetrack  Usual  Clearance 
For  "Oz"  in  Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles — Although  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz”  did  not  end  its  continued  first-run 
engagement  at  the  Carthay  Circle  The- 
atre until  September  15,  it  has  been  made 
available  for  bookings  in  the  40-cent 
houses  beginning  September  24,  13  days 
ahead  of  the  customary  21 -day  clearance. 

Sidetracking  of  the  three-week  clear- 
ance was  decided  upon  by  Metro  and  Fox 
West  Coast  executives  because  of  the  ex- 
tended first-run  booking  the  picture  has 
had,  first  day-date  in  Grauman’s  Chi- 
nese and  Loew’s  State,  then  moving  over 
to  the  Carthay  Circle. 


ID)  HE  W V IE  R 

ROBERT  GARLAND,  booker  for  the 
southern  district  of  Fox  Intermountain 
Theatres,  was  severely  injured  near  Mont- 
rose, Colo.,  when  his  car  collided  with  a 
dead  horse  lying  in  the  road.  Bob  suf- 
fered a broken  arm  and  cuts  and  bruises 
along  with  severe  shock,  and  is  in  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital  in  Denver. 

Coppel  Amusement  Co.  has  taken  over 
the  business  of  Gayton  Amusement  Co.  of 
Pueblo,  Colo.  This  gives  Coppel  exclusive 
on  Mexican-made  films  for  the  Denver 
and  Salt  Lake , territories.  Coppel  has  also 
been  named  distributor  for  the  same  areas 
for  First  Division  releases.  On  a trip  to 
Santa  Fe  in  which  Coppel  took  in  the 
Fiesta,  he  made  arrangements  for  a twice- 
a-month  showing  of  Mexican  films  in 
Bernalillo  and  Espanola,  N.  M.,  and  An- 
tonito,  San  Luis  and  Ardway,  Colo. 

Fox  has  opened  the  new  Fox  Theatre 
at  Laramie,  Wyo.,  seating  942.  The  house 
is  of  terra  cotta  and  glass  brick  in  a mod- 
ernistic design.  Rick  Ricketson,  division 
manager,  flew  back  from  New  York,  where 
he  was  spending  a few  days,  to  attend 
the  opening  which  was  also  graced  by  the 
presence  of  Nels  H.  Smits,  governor  of 
Wyoming,  and  W.  W.  Tipton,  mayor  of 
Laramie,  and  other  public  officials.  Uni- 
versal’s “Under-Pup”  was  the  opener. 

The  Leroy  Theatre  at  Wallace,  Neb.,  has 
been  sold  by  Robert  Lee  to  Francis  Cohen, 
who  will  take  it  over  October  1 . . . How- 
ard Allen,  manager  of  the  Pace  at  Gor- 
don, Neb.,  dropped  dead  of  a heart  attack. 
The  Pace  is  a Black  Hills  Amusement  Co. 
house. 

Lou  Williams,  formerly  with  Pox,  has 
been  made  manager  of  the  Granada,  Den- 
ver, a Civic  Theatres  house.  He  suc- 
ceeds Charles  Bieshline,  who  left  to  open 
an  art  shop. 

Fox  is  starting  remodeling  of  a build- 
ing in  Longmont,  Colo.  The  house  will 
represent  an  investment  of  about  $60,000. 

A.  J.  O’Keefe,  western  district  sales 
manager  for  Universal,  spent  a few  days 
conferring  with  Jack  Langan,  local  man- 
ager, and  theatre  men. 

Principal  Converts  Second 
Unit  to  Newsreel  House 

Los  Angeles — The  Palace  Theatre,  Prin- 
cipal Theatres  second-rim  house  in  the 
metropolitan  area,  is  to  be  transformed 
into  a newsreel  theatre,  to  be  called  the 
News  Palace.  It  will  be  the  second  news- 
reel house  in  the  Principal  chain,  which 
already  operates  one  only  a block  away. 


Valuskis  Will  Construct 
House  in  Willowbrook 

WiLLOWBROOK,  Cal. — Frank  Valuskis  an- 
nounces plans  to  remodel  a building  here 
into  a 500 -seat  house  to  be  known  as  the 
Valuskis.  He  now  operates  the  Bell  in 
Bell  and  the  Valuskis  in  Buena  Park. 
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^pHE  Warner  exchange  held  its  annual 

picnic  and  outing  at  Barney  Oldfield’s 
Country  Club  in  San  Fernando  Valley, 
September  12,  the  office  closing  at  noon 
on  that  day.  Art  Bailey  handled  the 
arrangements  . . . Marie  Lawrence  of  the 
Warner  office  in  Salt  Lake  City  is  holi- 
daying here  . . . Jerry  Safron,  Columbia 
western  district  sales  manager,  left  for 
Salt  Lake  for  a week’s  stay,  and  Jack 
’Tillman,  Columbia  exchange  head  in  San 
Francisco,  has  returned  to  his  headquar- 
ters after  spending  several  days  here. 

Fred  Seigel,  operator  of  the  Palomar 
and  Margo  theatres,  in  Oceanside,  telling 
C.  T.  Lynch  of  Metro  that  he  was  in  a 
“buying  mood’’  . . . Glenn  Slipper,  assist- 
ant at  the  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.  office,  back 
from  an  Arizona  buying  trip  . . . John 
Menard  jr.  and  Mrs.  Menard,  of  the 
Showshop,  Glendale,  spending  a few  days 
at  Lake  Arrowhead  . . . Pat  Roth,  booker 
at  Majestic  exchange,  recovering  from  an 
appendectomy  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital  . . . Mike  Newman,  Columbia 
exploiteer,  handling  the  opening  of  “Gold- 
en Boy”  in  Seattle. 

Robert  Wilby  of  the  Wilby-Kincey  cir- 
cuit in  the  Carolinas,  and  a Paramount 
theatre  partner,  was  a luncheon  guest  of 
Jack  Warner  at  the  Warner  studio.  Wilby 
is  vacationing  in  Hollywood  . . . Booking: 
Vic  Walker  of  the  State  and  Princess, 
Santa  Ana;  Manny  Hoffman,  Arlen,  Car- 
men and  Lux;  Joe  Venable,  half  of  the 
Manny- Venable  circuit;  Mrs.  Poster  Jack- 
son,  Elsinore;  Ray  Pierson,  Lone  Pine, 
Lone  Pine. 

Chatting:  H.  J.  Seiler  and  his  son.  Ma- 
son, and  Frank  Harris  of  B.  F.  Shearer 
Co.  . . . Al  Weder  is  pinch-hitting  for  Dave 
Cantor,  operator  of  the  York  and  Royale 
theatres,  while  the  latter  is  honeymooning 
. . . Booking  visitors  included  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hal  Mohr  of  the  Dixie;  Les  Funk,  in  from 
Bellflower;  E.  A.  Ward,  Valley  Theatre, 
Lancaster;  Judge  LeRoy  Pawley,  Desert 
Theatre,  Indio;  Gene  Berkhoff,  Midway 
and  Cinema. 

Ben  Pish,  United  Artists’  western  dis- 
trict manager,  planed  out  for  Portland 
and  Seattle  after  spending  several  weeks 
at  the  local  exchange  ...  I.  Kaplan  and  Al 
Bowman,  soon  to  open  their  new  Town 
Theatre,  are  scouting  around  for  a give- 
away . . . Charles  Feldman  and  Sam  Mil- 
ner of  Universal  headed  for  San  Diego  and 
over  to  Arizona  on  a selling  jaunt  . . . 
Hi  Peskay  of  Majestic,  and  Mel  Levinson, 
head  man  at  Metro  Premium,  relaxed  from 
the  day’s  cares  with  a little  bowling. 

C.  A.  Simon,  operator  of  the  Needles 
Theatre  in  Needles,  has  checked  in  for 
medical  treatment  . . . The  war  abroad 
furnished  the  topic  for  some  serious  con- 
versation, with  Bill  Martin  of  the  Hemet 
Theatre,  Hemet;  Al  Blumberg  of  National 
Screen  Service;  Harry  Weinberg,  Colum- 
bia salesman,  and  Harry  Stern  of  Tri- 
National,  doing  the  talking  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Robbins  of  the  Variety  Theatre 
are  vacationing  at  Marietta  Hot  Springs, 


leaving  brother  Dave  to  take  care  of  the 
show. 

Booking:  Joe  Steinback,  Pairoaks  The- 
atre, Pasadena;  Harry  Hoffman,  Soboba, 
San  Jacinto;  Bernard  Leavitt,  El  Miro, 
Santa  Monica;  Dick  LeMucci  and  Pete 
Simos,  in  from  Bakersfield;  Claude  Spaeth 
of  the  Congress;  Fred  Eull,  Ramona  Thea- 
tre, Ramona;  Johnny  Bannerman,  Cabart 
circuit. 

Exhibitor  visitors  to  the  Metro  exchange 
were  highly  impressed  with  the  exploita- 
tion stunt  arranged  by  Jim  Schiller  for 
“The  Wizard  of  Oz.”  Schiller  obtained  a 
life-sized  “scarecrow”  and  “tin  man”  and 
stationed  them  beside  a table-full  of  stills 
from  the  picture  ...  It  took  Astor  Pic- 
tures’ staff  three  days  to  straighten  out 
the  mess  after  Lou  Goldstein,  hunting  a 
print  in  the  vaults,  practically  tore  the 
place  apart. 

Herbert  Boshoven  of  the  Willar-Bosh- 
oven  circuit.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and 
Charles  G.  Diller  of  the  Diller  circuit. 
Cripple  Creek,  Colo.,  visited  the  Warner 
studio  as  a feature  of  their  vacations  in 
southern  California  . . . Feminine  workers 
in  the  Warner  exchange  were  distracting 
visiting  exhibitors  by  appearing  in  bath- 
ing suits.  They  were  getting  ready  for 
the  office’s  annual  picnic  in  San  Fernando 
Valley,  for  which  the  exchange  closed  at 
noon. 

Koby  Wartman,  partner  with  Fred 
Hirshon  in  the  Trojan  Theatre,  reports 
Hirshon  is  having  a big  time  but  getting 
no  big  fish  on  a holiday  which  has  taken 
him  to  Guadalupe,  Mex.,  Santa  Catalina 
Island  and  other  fishing  spots  . . . Lou 
Berkhoff  has  booked  “Sweepstakes  Night,” 
a new  giveaway  being  distributed  by 
George  Alderman,  into  his  Midway  The- 
atre . . . Leonard  Goldstein,  former  agent 
for  the  “Treasure  Chest”  business  stimu- 
lant, dropped  in  to  visit  friends. 

Independent  exchanges  are  dusting  off 
their  war  films  with  eyes  on  current 
headlines.  Astor  Pictures  is  exploiting  the 
perennial  “Hell’s  Angels’’  and  is  dickering 
for  local  distribution  rights  to  “The  Un- 
known Soldier  Speaks.’’  'Tri-National  is 
handling  “The  Crisis”  and  Jack  Anderson 
has  local  rights  to  “The  Warning,”  an 
air-raid  documentary  . . . George  Calderas, 
manager  of  the  Globe  Theatre,  San  Pedro, 
came  in  to  do  some  bookings.  House  is 
owned  by  Bryan  Foy,  Warner  producer. 

Planning  a three-week  stay  to  visit  the 
studios  and  look  over  the  local  situation 
generally,  Mort  Singer,  Chicago  circuit  op- 
erator, has  trained  in  from  the  midwest 
. . . George  Bourke  reports  the  remodel- 
ing job  on  his  Nuart  Theatre  in  Sawtelle 
is  nearing  completion.  A new  three-cor- 
nered marquee  now  graces  the  theatre 
fro7it,  while  the  interior  of  the  house  is 
being  completely  redecorated. 

Herman  Lewis,  partner  in  the  Whitson- 
Lewis  circuit,  dropped  in  for  a visit  with 


Bud  Meyers  of  Coast  Pictures  . . . Jack 
Brower,  Warner  exchange  manager,  came 
in  from  a trip  to  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  having 
been  held  up  an  extra  day  by  floods 
in  the  Imperial  Valley  . . . Mike  Newman 
is  back  at  his  Columbia  exchange  head- 
quarters after  an  exploiteering  jaunt  in 
the  northwest. 

Charlie  Olds  of  the  Arroyo  Theatre, 
Arroyo  Grande,  who  came  in  on  a booking 
expedition,  informed  friends  that  his 
daughter  Sally  has  been  managing  the 
house  during  the  summer  months.  She’s 
only  16  . . . Kay  Ronan  (nee  Schaefer) , 
C.  T.  Lynch’s  secretary  at  Metro,  received 
a toaster  and  serving  set  from  the  office 
staff  as  a wedding  present.  Her  co-work- 
ers are  planning  a linen  shower  for  her 
September  22  . . . Frank  Plumley  of  the 
Louis  Long  circuit,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  came 
in  to  do  some  bookings.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Plumley  . . . Other  bookers: 
Ivan  Rowley,  Ward’s  Theatre,  Pismo  Beach; 
Charles  Gore,  Gore  Bros,  circuit;  Bill  Peck, 
LaModa,  Atascadero. 

Irving  Epsteen  has  returned  to  his  desk 
as  Fox  West  Coast’s  insurance  department 
chieftain  after  a week’s  illness  . . . Dick 
Fish,  son  of  Ben  Fish,  United  Artists 
western  district  manager,  has  recovered 
sufficiently  from  a recent  operation  to 
enroll  for  the  fall  semester  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  California  . . . Harold 
Brown,  Little  River,  Kansas,  showman, 
visited  the  Warner  studio. 


Harry  Nace  jr.  of  the  Nace  circuit,  Phoe- 
nix, Ariz.,  came  in  on  one  of  his  infre- 
quent visits  . . . George  Giroux,  Techni- 
color’s field  representative,  was  also  a 
visitor  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincent  Aranza 
of  Carlsbad  came  in  to  buy  some  RCA 
sound  equipment  for  their  Carlsbad  The- 
atre, which  opens  late  in  the  month  . . . 
Herman  Sims  and  Bunny  Lustig  are  in- 
stalling Kroehler  Push-Back  chairs  in  their 
new  Tower  Theatre,  Santa  Rosa  . . . 
George  Mitchell  and  Herman  Rubin  of 
National  Screen  Service  spent  their  lunch- 
hour  running  up  huge  scores  on  a local 
marble  game. 


William  Kohler  of  Astor  Pictures  was 
giving  everyone  within  shouting  distance 
a sales  talk  on  his  new  product  . . . Charles 
Feldman  of  Universal  checked  in  from  a 
business  jaunt  to  San  Diego  . . . Seymour 
Fisher,  Columbia’s  Arizona  salesman,  has 
shaved  off  his  mustache  . . . Booking  visi- 
tors included  Tom  Tobin  of  the  Jewel; 
Kelly  Seligman,  Dorkel  Theatre;  Jack 
Katz  of  Palms;  Gene  O’Keefe,  in  from 
Maywood. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seals 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
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^ PARTY  of  13  topflight  film  players 
was  in  San  Francisco  this  week  to 
participate  in  the  Fox  Theatre  premiere 
showing  of  “The  Old  Maid.”  The  party  in- 
cluded Gloria  Dickson,  Dennis  Morgan, 
John  Litel,  Ronald  Reagan,  William  Lun- 
digan,  Jean  Parker,  Nancy  Carroll,  Rosella 
Towne,  Claire  Windsor,  Lucille  Fairbanks, 
James  Stephenson,  Lya  Lys.  All  took  in 
the  Fair  between  two  appearances  at  the 
Fox. 

Theatres  here  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  war  consciousness  which  is  heightened 
by  the  cosmopolitan  nature  of  the  city’s 
population.  Up-to-the-minute  news  flashes 
posted  in  the  foyer  are  read  by  large 
crowds  daily. 

Orson  Welles,  recently  signed  by  RKO, 
was  around  town  this  week,  supposedly  on 
a sight-seeing  visit.  However,  in  an 
interview,  the  25-year-old  producer  ad- 
mitted he  was  lining  up  plans  to  present 
his  Mercury  Theatre  group  in  a series  of 
modern  and  classic  plays  here  this  fall 
. . . Films  being  shown  by  exhibitors  at  the 
Golden  Gate  International  Exposition  for 
advertising  purposes  run  the  gauntlet  from 
animated  cartoons  to  highly  technical  and 
scientific  productions.  Walt  Disney’s  spe- 
cially-produced Technicolor  short,  in 
which  Mickey  Mouse  gets  top  billing,  serves 
to  draw  hundreds  of  fairers  into  National 
Biscuit  Company’s  little  theatre,  and  is 
helping  to  sell  plenty  of  cookies.  Over  one- 
hundred  other  exhibitors  are  showing  films 
on  the  Island. 

The  new  Telenews  Theatre  got  a real 
break  when  its  opening  date  corresponded 
with  that  of  the  European  War.  Large 
crowds,  eager  to  glimpse  pictures  of  the 
combat,  are  bringing  smiles  to  the  face 
of  Manager  Ellis  Levy. 

Ramblings  on  the  Row:  The  reception- 
ists and  telephone  operators  at  the  ex- 
changes and  theatre  supply  houses,  etc., 
have  been  busy  taking  dictation  from  the 
Western  Union.  Since  the  W.  U.  delivery 
boys  went  out  on  strike  last  week  there 
has  been  no  delivery  of  telegrams,  all  mes- 
sages being  telephoned  in  and  copies  sent 
later  through  the  mail. 

Ernest  Van  Pelt,  M-G-M  publicity  chief 
in  the  S.  F.  area,  has  returned  from  a 
lO-day  jaunt  up  north  in  connection  with 
the  exploitation  of  “The  Wizard  of  Oz." 
After  15  years  of  association  with  theatre 
managers  for  M-G-M,  Van  Pelt  claims  the 
exhibitors  in  this  section  are  the  most 
pleasant  group  he  has  ever  worked  with. 
Incidentally,  the  only  exploitation  of  any 
motion  picture  at  the  Golden  Gate  Expo- 
sition recently  was  promoted  by  Van  Pelt 
when  the  “Wizard”  was  featured  at  the 
Singer  Midget  Village.  There  was  a cos- 
tume contest  and  plenty  of  2i-sheet  pos- 
ters on  display  on  the  Gay  Way. 

Phyllis  Cooper,  in  charge  of  booking  pic- 
tures for  the  American  President  Steam- 
ship Lines,  booked  herself  a husband  on 
September  3.  The  lucky  guy  is  Bob  Wake- 
man  . . . A1  Shmitkin,  Warner  exchange 


head,  took  to  the  road  this  week  for  a 
short  trip  with  one  of  the  salesmen  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  K.  Stern  were  in  the 
city  for  a couple  of  days  after  docking  in 
on  the  Lurline  from  Honolulu.  Stern  is  the 
assistant  cashier  for  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and  is 
now  back  at  his  desk  in  Hollywood  . . . 
Things  are  pretty  quiet  at  the  theatres 
what  with  people  staying  close  to  their 


At  Telenews  Debut — 

The  opening  of  the  Telenews  Thea- 
tre in  San  Francisco  was  considerable 
of  a civic  event,  as  the  picture  above 
indicates.  Shown  cutting  the  entrance 
ribbon  is  Mayor  Angelo  J.  Rossi.  At 
the  right,  beginning  with  the  lady  in 
the  fur  piece,  and  continuing  to  the 
left,  is  Janet  Baird  of  NBC,  Al  Burger, 
Herbert  Sheftel  and  Freeman  Githens 
of  the  Telenews  chain,  and  Ellis  Levy, 
manager  of  the  new  house. 


Filmed  Debates  Introduced 
By  Telenews  Theatre 

San  Francisco — A novel  way  of  selling 
seats  has  been  instituted  here  by  the  new- 
ly-opened Telenews  Theatre  with  its  pub- 
lic forum  of  the  screen  series.  As  contro- 
versial subjects  of  major  public  interest 
arise  in  this  area,  the  theatre  will  select 
two  prominent  men,  each  to  present  one 
side  of  the  argument.  Their  speeches  and 
rebuttals  will  be  filmed  by  Frank  Vail, 
Telenews  photographer,  with  each  short 
to  run  approximately  five  minutes. 

The  first  in  this  series,  “Ham  and  Eggs,” 
dealing  with  the  proposed  $30  every 
Thursday  pension  plan  for  California,  is 
now  creating  widespread  interest  at  the 
theatre.  This  short,  which  presents  Law- 
rence Allen,  brother  of  the  leader  of  the 
“Ham  and  Egg”  plan,  and  Percy  V.  Long, 
former  S.  F.  city  attorney,  vigorous  op- 
ponent of  the  proposal,  has  already  been 
booked  for  numerous  California  cities. 

Pat  Patterson,  independent  booker  here, 
is  selling  this  film  for  Telenews.  Subse- 
quent issues  of  the  series  will  also  be 
available  for  booking  by  California  ex- 
hibitors. 


radios  for  the  latest  bulletins  on  the  war 
. . . Bob  Lippert  and  associates  will  pre- 
view their  new  addition,  “Movie-Pops,” 
real  soon,  it  was  announced  here  this 
week.  Lippert  is  undertaking  the  manu- 
facture of  the  popcorn  confection  in  the 
same  location  now  housing  his  Pacific 
Premium  Co.  The  idea  is  a kiddie  give- 
away combining  star  photos  and  candy. 

Charlie  Koerner,  RKO  bossman,  is  here 
in  town  looking  over  his  staff  and  their 
workings. 

Bruce  Scholes,  local  head  for  Alexander 
Prevues,  is  now  in  Los  Angeles  looking 
over  the  territory. 

Edward  Sonney  is  in  town  visiting  his 
father.  Louis  Sonney,  for  the  week.  Ed 
has  the  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Louisiana 
territories  for  the  Sonney-Maple  Attrac- 
tions headquartering  here. 

The  word  in  town  here  is  that  D.  B. 
Levin  will  resign  his  position  with  the  San 
Francisco  Theatres,  Inc.,  to  oversee  his 
new  theatre  now  under  construction  in  the 
Mission  district  here. 

The  Regent  Theatre  in  Oakland  ran  14 
consecutive  sex  pictures  and  is  now  start- 
ing at  the  beginning  again.  Wally  Fehan 
of  the  Sonney  staff  is  the  star  salesman. 

E.  K.  Taylor  of  the  Simms  Theatre  in 
Montana  is  here  after  a visit  to  New  York 
and  will  probably  return  to  his  duties  in 
Montana  soon.  Taylor  is  the  brother  of 
Jack  Taylor  and  is  the  general  manager 
of  the  Simms  circuit. 

George  Mann  was  hosted  at  a birthday 
party  given  last  week  by  Redwood  Thea- 
tres for  all  managers  here  . . . New  walls 
are  facing  J.  Leslie  Jacobs  these  days  due 
to  the  redecorathig  job  done  on  his  offices 
. . . Herbert  Rosener  is  back  here  after 
a prolonged  visit  to  Los  Angeles. 

All  workers  at  Western  Poster  are  eager- 
ly looking  forward  to  receiving  cigars  from 
Mark  Morris  jr.  who,  it  is  reported,  is  in- 
fanticipating  . . . Ruth  Washer  of  the 
Goldberg  circuit  is  vacationing  . . . Ditto 
Murray  “the  great”  Phillips  of  Western 
Poster. 

E.  H.  Griffiths,  operator  of  the  Lilac 
Theatre  in  Suva,  Fiji,  is  returning  to  the 
islands  after  a successful  series  of  eve 
operations  at  the  Green’s  Eye  Hospital 
here. 

Dan  Tochinni  of  the  El  Rey  Theatre  in 
Sebastapol  is  remodeling  and  the  work  is 
being  done  by  the  Preddy  staff  . . . Fred 
Segal  of  Oceanside  is  here  in  town  visit- 
ing and  renewing  old  acquintances. 

Samuel  C.  Levin  of  the  Selma  Theatre 
is  reopening  the  Kingsbery  Theatre  in 
Kingsbery , Cal.  The  house  is  a 450-seafer 
. . . Work  is  being  hurried  on  the  remodel- 
ing of  the  Plaza  and  Roosevelt  in  Oak- 
land. 

Petersen  circuit  will  build  a new  the- 
atre in  Centerville  within  the  next  two 
weeks.  The  house  will  be  ultra-modern 
and  will  probably  seat  750. 
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L.  A.  Allied  Maps  a 
Membership  Drive 

Los  Angeles — A brief  discussion  of  plans 
for  a fall  membership  drive  highlighted  a 
routine  meeting  of  Allied  States,  recently- 
organized  local  chapter  of  the  national 
independent  exhibitor  group.  Seth  Perkins, 
president,  declared  another  session  will 
be  scheduled  for  the  near  future  at  which 
details  of  a “pep”  meeting,  to  which  all 
independent  showmen  will  be  invited,  are 
to  be  mapped. 

Neither  James  C.  Quinn,  executive  sec- 
retary, nor  Fred  Hirshon,  treasurer,  at- 
tended. Quinn  is  preparing  to  open  a new 
theatre  and  Hirshon  has  been  on  a 
month’s  fishing  trip  off  the  coast  of 
Mexico. 


Dr.  Hugo  Riesenfeld 
Dies  on  the  Coast 

Los  Angeles — Dr.  Hugo  Riesenfeld,  60, 
former  managing  director  of  the  Rivoli, 
Rialto  and  Criterion  in  New  York  from 
1917  to  1925,  is  dead.  For  the  past  few 
years  he  has  been  active  scoring  music  for 
major  and  independent  studios. 

Born  in  Vienna  and  educated  at  the 
Conservatory  of  Music  there,  he  came  to 
this  country  at  the  age  of  22.  He  was 
concert  master  at  the  Manhattan  Opera 
House,  New  York,  from  1907-11  and  iater 
became  identified  with  the  Klaw  and  Er- 
langer  theatrical  interests. 

In  1927,  Riesenfeld  was  managing  di- 
rector of  the  Colony  on  Broadway  and 
from  1928-30  was  general  music  director 
for  the  UA  studios.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  the  foi’mer  Mabel  Gertrude  Dunn- 
ing. 

Two  Circuits  Sign  Up  for 
Republic's  New  Product 

San  Francisco — Two  deals  for  its  1939- 
40  product  have  been  closed  by  Republic 
with  the  Golden  State-T&D  circuit,  cover- 
ing 70  theatres,  and  the  Blumenfeld  cir- 
cuit, covering  20  theatres,  in  northern 
California. 

The  circuits  were  represented  by  R.  A. 
McNeil  and  M.  Naify.  J.  R.  Grainger, 
president  of  Republic;  G.  C.  Parsons,  west- 
ern district  sales  manager,  and  Sid  Weis- 
baum,  San  Fi-ancisco  branch  manager, 
represented  the  company. 

Slight  Damage  by  Flood 
Waters  to  Yuma  House 

Yuma,  Ariz.  — Flood  waters  resulting 
from  a sudden  cloudburst  which  hit  Im- 
perial Valley  on  the  California-Arizona 
border,  caused  damage  estimated  at  less 
than  $100  to  the  Yuma  Theatre,  a Prin- 
cipal circuit  house,  it  is  reported. 

Water  seeped  in  beneath  the  stage  and 
damaged  carpets.  The  flood  held  up  a 
regular  film  shipment  from  Phoenix  via 
truck,  necessitating  an  emergency  ship- 
ment out  of  Los  Angeles  to  prevent  the 
house  from  going  dark. 


^ED  R.  GAMBLE,  J.  J.  Parker’s  general 

manager,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Portland  Rose  Festival  Ass’n.  He  has 
served  as  chairman  of  the  program  com- 
mittee the  last  three  years  and  won  high 
praise  in  connection  with  the  community 
enterprise.  The  1940  Rose  Festival  will  be 
held  June  5,  6,  7 and  8. 

On  the  Row  we  saw  M.  W.  Mattecheck 
and  son,  Bob,  of  Prineville,  Kap  and  Rol- 
lin  Kuhn  of  Lebanon,  G.  L.  Rose  of  Free- 
water, Harry  Percy  of  White  Salmon,  Art 
Adamson  of  Corvallis,  L.  E.  Bowen  of 
Castle  Rock,  Boring  Schmidt  of  Salem, 
Eino  Hemmila  of  Salem,  Don  Radabaugh 
of  Roseburg,  Ray  Henderson  of  Albany, 
IV.  F.  Myrick  of  the  Rio  in  Portland,  arid 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Moyer  of  Gres- 
ham and  the  Sellwood  Theatre  of  Port- 
land, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  Paulson  and 
Bill  Graeper  sr. 

Wilbur  Patterson,  20th-Fox  assistant 
shipper  and  in  the  sales  department,  is 
now  assistant  booker  . . . Tom  Shearer  is 
off  on  a trip  to  Seattle  . . . Jack  Kloep- 
per  and  Howard  Mapes  are  taking  bows 
for  their  motion  pictures  of  the  golf  tour- 
nament and  the  films  are  shown  to  every- 
body visiting  the  Row  who  wants  to  see 
them  and  that’s  about  everyone  . . . 
Ralph  Wood  of  the  Circle  of  Portland 
never  misses  his  morning  call  at  B.  F. 
Shearer’s  . . . Young  Bill  Graeper  and  his 
wife  have  left  for  San  Fi’ancisco  and  the 
Fair. 

One  reel  of  Fox  news  film  went  up  in 
flames  at  Moyer’s  house  in  Gresham  . . . 
Johnny  Harvey,  Universal’s  booker,  is  suf- 
fering from  a severe  cold  . . . Kenneth 
Piercy  was  a visitor  from  Prineville  . . . 
Jack  O’Bryan  is  away  on  a trip  to  east- 
ern Oregon. 

The  Temple  Theatre  at  Oakridge  re- 
opened September  15  under  the  manage- 
ment of  E.  M.  McCoy,  formerly  of  Dorris, 
Cal.  . . . R.  G.  Williams,  district  manager 
of  Ross  Federal  Service,  was  in  town  from 
Los  Angeles  on  an  inspection  trip  and 
made  the  rounds  on  the  Row  with  R.  C. 
Tully,  local  Ross  manager  . . . Ted  Gam- 
ble stopped  downtown  Portland  traffic 
with  a police  escort  and  everything  when 
ten  Warner  Bros.’  players  came  to  town 
for  the  opening  of  “Angels  Wash  Their 
Faces.” 

Clark  Craig,  Paramount  shipper,  is 
opening  a confectionery  at  Salem  . . . 
Hamrick-Evergreen  is  now  installed  in 
new  offices  in  the  American  Bank  Bldg. 
. . . Al  Finkelstein  flew  to  Seattle  . . . 
Jimmy  O’Connell  of  Eugene  came  in  for 
a Hamrick-Evergreen  booking  meeting  . . . 
Jimmy  Carey  of  Vancouver,  Billy  Hart- 
ford of  Everett  and  Don  Geddes  of  Seattle 
form  the  committee  working  on  plans  to 
put  the  Hamrick-Evergreen  circuit  over 
the  top  in  the  National  Theatres’  drive 
. . . Mike  Newman  is  back  from  his  Cali- 
fornia vacation — Los  Angeles  and  San 
Francisco’s  Fair. 

George  Hickey  of  M-G-M  and  Ben 
Fish  of  United  Artists  were  Portland  visi- 


Stars  Play  Baseball 
For  S.  F.  Papers 

San  Francisco— Hollywood  throws  all  its 
daffiness  into  Seals’  Stadium  here  Sunday, 
when  the  comedians  and  leading  men 
tangle  in  comical  baseball  combat.  Behind 
the  clowning  of  the  stars  and  many  other 
cinema  celebrities  rests  a worthy  cause, 
for  they’re  coming  to  San  Francisco  to 
help  swell  the  Christmas  funds  of  the  four 
local  newspapers  who  each  year  play 
Santa  Claus  to  this  area’s  needy  children. 

It  will  be  a regular  nine-inning  game, 
complete  with  every  chunk  of  comedy  and 
every  daffy  rule  and  dizzy  stunt  the  pro- 
fessional laugh  makers  can  peddle.  Con- 
ceived by  the  film  men  five  years  ago  to 
aid  Hollywood’s  charities,  their  march  on 
San  Francisco  marks  the  first  time  the 
game  has  left  Hollywood.  Back  of  the 
show  are  five  of  the  big  brains  of  the  in- 
dustry— Louis  B.  Mayer,  Samuel  Golawyn, 
Darryl  Zanuck,  Will  H.  Hays  and  Joseph 
Schenck. 

Included  in  what  will  undoubtedly  be 
the  greatest  gathering  of  film,  stage  and 
radio  stars  outside  of  the  film  capital  are: 
Billy  Gilbert,  Wayne  Morris,  Jeffrey  Lynn, 
Preston  Poster,  Allan  Jones,  Bob  Hope, 
Dick  Powell,  Joan  Blondell,  Jane  Withers, 
Wally  Ford,  Roscoe  Ates,  Jack  Mulhall, 
Buster  Keaton,  Keye  Luke,  Lucien  Little- 
field, Roy  Rogers,  Hugh  Herbert,  Dick  Pur- 
cell, Eddie  Quillan,  Buster  Crabbe,  William 
Farnum,  Guy  Kibbee,  Pat  O’Brien,  Arthur 
Treacher,  Lee  Tracy,  Mischa  Auer,  Walter 
Abel,  Jimmie  Gleason,  Edgar  Kennedy, 
Nat  Pendleton,  Ray  Milland,  the  Ritz 
Brothers,  and  more  than  50  others. 

A brisk  pre-game  sale  and  great  public 
interest  in  the  contest  point  to  a crowd  of 
around  25,000. 


Jack  Anderson  Handling 
'Warning"  Around  L.  A, 

Los  Angeles — Jack  Anderson  has  ac- 
quired distribution  rights  in  this  territory 
to  “The  Warning,”  three-reel  British-made 
film  which  re-creates  an  actual  air  raid 
on  a British  city,  shows  the  defensive 
tactics  adopted  and  depicts  the  devasta- 
tion of  such  onslaught.  Picture  was  pro- 
duced under  sponsorship  of  the  British 
government. 


Times  to  August  Finn 

Los  Angeles — August  Finn  has  purchased 
the  Times  from  Ben  Peskay  and  Sam 
Decker.  Finn  also  owns  the  Capitol. 


tors  . . . Portland  theatres  will  cooperate 
in  every  possible  way  with  school  and  city 
authorities  to  prevent  children  from  play- 
ing hookey,  now  that  school  has  reopened. 
Local  theatre  managers  met  with  Mayor 
Joseph  K.  Carson  and  John  G.  Kilpack 
of  the  school  board  at  Parker’s  Broad- 
way and  outlined  plans  to  prevent  school 
children  from  running  away  from  readin’, 
writin’  and  ’rithmatic  to  watch  the  silver 
screen. 
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First  P.  A.  by  Wm,  Hart 
In  15  Years  at  M areal 

Hollywood — His  first  personal  appear- 
ance since  retiring  15  years  ago  will  be 
undertaken  by  William  S.  Hart,  dean  of 
silent-screen  cowboys,  who  has  been  booked 
by  Albert  S.  Galston  to  appear  at  the 
Marcal  in  conjunction  with  showings  of 
“Tumbleweeds.”  The  reissue,  starring  Hart, 
is  booked  into  the  theatre  for  September  20. 


San  Diego  Metro  Sold  to 
George  Fink  by  Shapiro 

San  Diego — George  Fink  has  purchased 
the  Metro  Theatre  from  Max  Shapiro  and 
has  also  announced  plans  to  construct  a 
new  house,  the  Coronet,  as  a 650-seater. 
It  will  open  November  1 on  a 25-cent  ad- 
mission scale. 

Reopen  Carlsbad  Theatre 
Alter  an  Overhauling 

Carlsbad,  Cal. — Dark  the  past  several 
years,  the  Carlsbad  Theatre  will  be  re- 
opened in  the  near  future  by  Vincent 
Aranza.  House  is  being  remodeled  and 
redecorated  by  the  B.  F.  Shearer  Co. 


Coliax  Theatre  Burns 

Colfax,  Cal. — The  Colfax  Theatre  here 
was  reported  destroyed  by  fire  last  Mon- 
day evening.  The  exact  damages  have 
not  been  reported  as  yet. 


And  Contents 
Noted 

St.  Ignatius,  Mont. — From  one  ex- 
paperhanger  to  another  went  a sug- 
gestion for  future  occupation  after  the 
European  war  is  over  when  T.  R.  Tay- 
ler,  manager  of  the  Park  Theatre  here, 
sent  Adolf  Hitler  a set  of  paperhanging 
tools.  Hitler,  says  Taylor,  will  not  be 
able  to  retire  so  comfortably  as  did  the 
Kaiser.  The  package  was  addressed: 

"To  Fuehrer  Adolf  Hitler,  Berlin, 
Germany.  From  a sympathetic  ex- 
paperhanger  . . . Contents:  Paperhang- 
ing tools."  The  value  was  given  as  39 
cents. 


Washington  Labor  Protests 
"Our  Leading  Citizen" 

Seattle — Washington  district  council 
No.  1,  maritime  federation  of  the  Pacific, 
has  gone  on  record  vigorously  protesting 
the  release  of  the  film,  “Our  Leading  Citi- 
zen,” asserting  it  is  a “vicious,  unfair, 
un-American  condemnation  of  organized 
labor,”  according  to  A.  E.  Harding,  secre- 
tary. 

The  organization,  in  a press  release, 
said  they  “feel  that  the  showing  of  such 
films  can  serve  no  good  purpose  ...  as 
such  subject  matter  is  nothing  more  than 
highly  misleading,  subversive  propaganda 
directed  against  the  principles  of  democ- 
racy and  the  American  sense  of  fair  play.” 


New  Ben  Judell  Office 
Open  in  Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles  — Ben  Judell’s  Producers 
Distributing  Corp.  has  opened  local  offices 
at  1909  S.  Vermont.  Marty  Solomon,  west- 
ern manager,  has  appointed  Arnold  Krieg- 
er  and  Harry  Stern  to  the  sales  staff. 

Coudy  Moved  to  Marcal: 
Koiiman  Helms  Center 

Hollywood — Albert  Galston  has  switch- 
ed Jack  Coudy  to  the  Marcal  Theatre  as 
manager,  with  Morris  Koffman  succeed- 
ing Coudy  in  the  managerial  spot  at  Gals- 
ton’s  new  Center  Theatre. 

Mounce  and  Bromley  Will 
Open  New  House  in  L.  A, 

Los  Angeles — Alex  Mounce  and  George 
Bromley  will  open  their  new  Campus  The- 
atre shortly.  Interiors  are  now  being  com- 
pleted by  Nat  Smythe. 


La  Habra  to  Conrad 

La  Habra,  Cal. — ^Bob  Gumm  has  sold  his 
La  Habra  Theatre  to  R.  E.  Conrad,  former 
Kansas  City  showman.  Doc  Barsky,  thea- 
tre broker,  handled  the  deal. 


Take  Tacoma  House 

Seattle — Sidney  Dean  of  Tacoma  and 
John  Owsley  of  Portland  have  taken  over 
the  Rialto  in  Tacoma. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Special  Master  Hears  Defense 
Sept  18  in  Contempt  Suit 


J-L-S  Not  Planning 
Any  Trust  Suits 

Chicago — Johnny  Jones  of  Jones, 
Linick  & Schaefer,  this  week  spiked 
rumors  that  J-L-S  would  institute  legal 
proceedings  against  any  of  the  major 
companies. 

"We're  getting  along  alright  now, 
and  are  satisfied  if  we  get  just  our 
share  of  product.  So  I don't  think 
there  will  be  any  lawsuits  on  our 
part,"  he  told  BOXOFFICE. 

Film  Rentals  on  ITPA 
Convention  Agenda 

Milwaukee — ^Film  rentals,  free  show 
and  16mm  competition  are  all  slated  to 
come  up  for  discussion  at  the  annual  con- 
vention to  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and 
Upper  Michigan  to  be  held  here  Septem- 
ber 27  and  28. 

On  the  matter  of  film  rentals,  E.  P. 
Maertz,  president  of  the  association,  who 
has  just  returned  from  a trip  around  the 
state,  declared  he  was  surprised  to  find 
many  exhibitors  paying  over  40  per  cent  of 
their  gross  receipts  for  film  rentals. 

Maertz,  in  a letter  to  exhibitors,  has 
advised  theatremen  that  they  should  pay 
no  more  than  25  per  cent  of  their  gross 
receipts  for  film  rentals,  pointing  out 
that  where  such  rentals  exceed  this  per- 
centage some  other  phases  of  the  exhibi- 
tor’s business,  such  as  modernization,  ad- 
vertising and  scale  of  wages  to  employes 
must  be  curtailed  to  the  detriment  of  box- 
office  receipts. 

Concerning  16mm  competition,  Mr. 
Maertz  points  out  that  Paramount  has 
listed  four  June  releases  for  non-thea- 
trical showings,  none  of  which  have  yet 
been  available  to  the  majority  of  Mil- 
waukee theatres  nor  many  up-state  houses. 

Trampe's  Action  Against 
Bingo  Gaines  Proceeds 

Milwaukee — Latest  step  in  the  action 
of  Charles  W.  Trampe,  head  of  Film  Ser- 
vice, Inc.,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
Bahn  Prei  hall  here  from  conducting 
Bingo  games  occurred  September  8 when 
Circuit  Judge  Gustave  G.  Gehrz  refused  to 
suppress  an  adverse  examination  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Zrinsek,  operators  of  the 
tavern  in  connection  with  the  hall. 

Judge  Gehrz,  however,  barred  any  ques- 
tions as  to  whether  the  Zrinseks  shared  in 
Bingo  profits,  lest  such  inquiry  tend  to 
incriminate  them  under  the  gambling 
statute.  He  held  that  questions  be  limited 
to  the  names  of  persons  or  groups  that 
have  held  Bingo  games  and  the  rental 
fees. 


Chicago  Soitball  Finale 

Chicago — Members  of  the  Pilmrow 
Softball  League  gathered  for  their  sea- 
son’s finale  Monday  night  at  the  Crillon 
Hotel.  Four  special  sports  reels  were 
shown. 


Chicago — ^The  defense  in  the  govern- 
ment’s criminal  contempt  suit  based  on 
the  1932  consent  decree  will  begin  its  case 
Monday,  September  18,  before  Edgar  El- 
dredge,  special  master  in  chancery,  ap- 
pointed to  hear  the  case  by  Federal  Judge 
Charles  Woodward. 

Defense  attorneys  have  indicated  they 
expect  to  have  their  case  in  by  the  end  of 
the  month,  at  which  time  Master  El- 
dredge  will  begin  preparation  of  his  recom- 
mendation to  Judge  Woodward. 

Master  Eldredge  did  as  he  had  indi- 
cated over  last  weekend  when  he  denied 
all  motions  that  had  been  presented  to 
him  by  the  defense.  He  contended  that, 
by  law,  he  is  not  permitted  to  make  any 
recommendations  until  he  hears  both 
sides  in  the  case.  The  defense  had  sought 
dismissal  of  all  parts  of  the  case,  or  at 
least,  striking  out  of  certain  sections,  on 
the  basis  that  the  government’s  witnesses 
were  incompetent  and  gave  hearsay  and 
opinionated  evidence. 

While  Master  Eldredge  continued  to  in- 
dicate that  he  must  hear  the  entire  case 
before  making  recommendations,  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  record  shows  that  there 
is  no  case  either  against  RKO  or  Univer- 
sal. Arthur  Goldberg,  of  the  law  firm  of 
Spitz  and  Adcock,  attorneys  for  RKO  and 
Universal,  presented  the  defense  argu- 
ments. 

It  is  thought  possible  that  the  master 
might  recommend  dismissal  of  RKO  and 
Universal  from  the  suit  after  the  entire 
case  is  heard. 

Lawyers  for  the  defense  gained  a point 
when  Robert  Wright,  attorney  for  the  de- 
partment of  justice,  admitted  the  govern- 
ment was  not  trying  to  prove  any  con- 
spiracy between  or  among  the  defendants. 
Wright  intimated  that  each  distributor 
separately  can  sell  B&K  but  that  that  right 
is  qualified  because  when  all  the  film  com- 
panies begin  selling  individually  they  can’t 
all  sell  B&K  because  that  would  leave  no 
major  product  for  any  independent  ex- 
hibitor who  might  want  to  open  a first- 
run  house  in  the  Chicago  loop  area. 

Defense  attorneys  offered  a number  of 
arguments  as  to  why  the  case  should  be 
dismissed  or  various  parts  struck  out  dur- 
ing the  last  few  days  of  the  hearing  be- 
fore the  temporary  adjournment. 

Robert  Golding,  of  counsel  for  Barney 


A Back  Seat  for 
Chicago  Suits 

Chicago — Most  of  the  pending  anti- 
trust suits  in  the  Chicago  area  are  ex- 
pected to  take  a back  seat  to  the  gov- 
ernment's criminal  contempt  case.  At- 
torneys for  the  independent  exhibitors 
and  Frank  Ford  of  Evanston  say  they 
will  watch  developments  of  the  gov- 
ernment's case  before  proceeding  with 
their  actions. 


Balaban,  B&K  and  Paramount,  presented 
the  most  complete  argument.  Taking 
testimony  of  the  government  attorneys, 
such  as  Aaron  Jones  sr.,  Johnny  Jones, 
both  of  Jones,  Linick  and  Schaefer;  Sam 
Meyers;  Edwin  Silverm.an  of  Essaness 
Theatres,  and  others,  he  argued  that  “the 
‘experts  of  the  government’  don’t  agree 
with  each  other,  and  don’t  agree  even  with 
themselves  on  cross-examination  as  com- 
pared with  direct  testimony.” 

He  attempted  to  show  that  the  govern- 
ment’s case  is  “based  on  two  cornerstones 
on  which  has  been  built  the  arch  of  con- 
spiracy; that  there  are  class  A and  B pic- 
tures, and  that  B&K  get  all  A pictures  and 
the  independents  are  offered  only  B pic- 
tures. ’ He  attempted  to  refute  this  con- 
tinually by  showing  the  incongruous  testi- 
mony of  the  various  government  witnesses. 
He  added  that  “the  government  witnesses 
say  what  to  them  at  the  moment  seems  to 
be  the  good  thing  to  say,  but  that  their 
opinions  are  complete  reversals  at  various 
times.” 

He  attempted  to  show  that  all  B&K  loop 
houses  don’t  play  A product,  as  the  term 
was  interpreted  by  the  various  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  who  testified  for  the  gov- 
ernment. Using  their  identifications  he 
said  that  the  Chicago  Theatre  during  the 
three-year  period  of  1935  and  1938  played 
40  per  cent  B pictures;  that  the  Apollo 
played  B product  91  per  cent  of  the  time. 
He  added  that  “the  independents  want 
class  A pictures  for  class  B prices.” 

At  one  time  he  referred  to  “manufac- 
tured evidence  in  letters,”  as  regards  testi- 
mony for  the  government  by  Robert  Far- 
rell, attorney  for  the  Oriental  Theatre 
Building  bondholders  committee. 

Fred  Pride,  New  York  attorney  for  20th 
Century-Fox,  stated  that  “the  evidence  did 
not  show  any  collusive  action  . . . Any 
company  can  adopt  any  business  practices 
such  as  selling  to  B&K  that  the  consent 
decree  of  1932  makes  possible  . . . Con- 
spiracy and  collective  action  must  be 
shown,  and  it  has  not  been.  Mr.  Wright 
admits  that  this  is  no  conspiracy  case, 
therefore  there  is  no  case  at  all  . . . It  is 
unfair  to  make  the  defendants  go  to  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  producing  witnesses 
to  a case  that  has  not  been  established.” 

Attorneys  for  Loew’s,  United  Artists, 
RKO,  Universal  and  Warner  Brothers,  also 
were  heard,  and  presented  substantially 
the  same  arguments. 


Bids  for  I-I  Link 

Michigan  City,  Ind. — Bids  were  to  be 
taken  this  week  by  the  offices  of  W.  L. 
Pereira,  Chicago  architectural  firm,  for 
the  new  Indiana-Illinois  Tlieatres’  house 
to  be  constructed  here.  Named  the  Lido 
Theatre,  the  house  will  be  completed  in 
five  months. 


Write  One  for  McCarey 

Hollywood — Sam  and  Bella  Spewack 
will  write  an  untitled  original  for  Leo 
McCarey,  RKO  producer-director. 
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October  23-24  Are  Indiana 
ATO's  Convention  Dates 


Indianapolis — The  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana,  Inc.,  will  hold  its 
13th  annual  convention  and  trade  show 
at  the  Antlers  Hotel  here  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  October  23-24.  All  activities  of 
the  convention  are  scheduled  to  take  place 
in  the  hotel.  This  is  a departure  from 
previous  conventions  when  certain  por- 
tions of  the  program  were  held  at  other 
locations.  All  Indiana  theatre  owners, 
managers  and  their  wives  are  invited  to 
attend.  Special  activities  are  being  ar- 
ranged for  the  ladies. 

Some  of  the  high  spots  of  the  social 
activities  planned  will  include  an  old-fash- 
ioned get-together  and  game  tournament 
to  be  held  Monday  night,  October  23, 
at  8:30  p.  m.  in  the  hotel  ballroom. 
There  will  be  music,  food  and  refresh- 
ments as  well  as  hundreds  of  prizes  for 
awards  in  the  various  games  to  be  played, 
for  which  no  extra  charge  will  be  made. 

The  climax  of  the  convention  will  be 
reached  at  the  banquet  to  be  held  at  7 
p.  m.  Tuesday  evening.  All  persons  con- 
nected with  the  motion  picture  industry 
are  invited  to  attend. 

Manufacturers  of  theatre  equipment  will 
play  a prominent  part  in  the  convention 
with  a display  of  many  pieces  of  new 
equipment.  RCA  Mfg.  Co.,  Ger-Bar,  Inc., 
Burch  Mfg.  Co.,  and  American  Seating 
Co.  already  have  indicated  their  desire 
to  participate  with  equipment  exhibits. 

Arrangements  for  the  convention  are 
being  made  by  Marc  J.  Wolf,  chairman, 
general  manager  of  Theatrical  Managers, 
Inc.;  Ernest  L.  Miller,  Cinema  Theatre; 
Harry  Markun,  Talbott  Theatre;  Earl  Bell, 
Howard  Theatre;  Carl  Niesse,  Olson  The- 
atres; all  of  Indianapolis,  and  Maurice 
Rubin,  president  of  ATOI,  Michigan  City, 
and  Don  R.  Rossiter,  executive  secretary 
of  ATOI  and  secretary  of  the  convention. 


Indiana  ATO  Announces 
Two  Join  as  Members 

Indianapolis — Associated  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Indiana  announces  the  following  ex- 
hibitors who  have  recently  become  mem- 
bers of  the  organization;  E.  K.  Crouch, 
Palace  Theatre,  Fairmount,  and  Homer 
Schenk,  Lyric  Theatre,  Waterloo.  Schenk 
recently  took  over  the  operation  of  the 
Lyric  at  Waterloo  from  Mrs.  Florence 
Waldo,  who  had  operated  the  theatre  for 
several  years. 


Summer  Shutdown  Ends 
For  Indiana  House 

Indianapolis  — The  Indiana  Theatre, 
which  has  been  closed  all  summer,  was  to 
reopen  September  15. 

Kenneth  Collins,  who  will  manage  the 
Indiana,  has  been  at  the  helm  of  the 
Apollo  Theatre  since  the  Indiana  closed  in 
the  spring.  Clyde  WiUard,  assistant  to 
Collins,  will  take  over  the  management  of 
the  Apollo. 


Wis,  ITPA  Sponsors 
Industry  Dinner 

Milwaukee — The  ITPA  of  Wisconsin 
and  Upper  Michigan  is  sponsoring  an 
industry  dinner  and  outing  at  Lake 
Geneva  on  Monday,  September  18.  The 
affair  will  include  entertainment,  golf- 
ing, boating,  dancing  and  a banquet 
in  the  evening  and  will  represent 
Wisconsin's  contribution  in  behalf  of 
motion  picture's  50th  anniversary. 

Kent  Drive  Money  to 
Chicago  Employes 

Chicago — Prize-winning  checks  totaling 
the  equivalent  of  three  weeks’  salary  went 
to  the  52  employes  of  the  local  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox exchange,  which  finished  first 
in  the  1938-39  S.  R.  Kent  Drive. 

Bill  Gehring,  division  manager,  distrib- 
uted the  prize  money  to  all  employes  from 
Branch  Manager  Clyde  Eckhardt  down. 
Salesmen  and  bookers  received  additional 
prize  money  for  having  finished  first  in 
the  short  subjects’  drive. 

Moe  Levy,  Prairie  district  manager,  who 
is  drive  leader  for  the  1939-40  season,  was 
on  hand  to  speak  to  the  employes.  Also 
in  attendance  was  Harvey  Day  of  Terry- 
toons;  Jack  Lorentz,  Milwaukee  mana- 
ger, and  his  staff. 


Terrytoon  Production  Is 
Ahead,  Reports  Day 

Chicago — Terrytoons’  production  for  the 
1939-40  season  are  well  advanced,  accord- 
ing to  Harvey  Day,  advertising  manager. 
Already  four  shorts  of  the  new  series  are 
completed,  two  of  them  in  Technicolor. 
He  said  50  per  cent  of  this  year’s  prod- 
uct will  be  in  color,  adding  that  Dusiness 
thus  far  is  ahead  of  that  last  season  at 
a comparable  period. 

Fire  Guts  John  Servaas' 
House  in  Martinsville 

Martinsville,  Ind. — The  Indiana  Thea- 
tre here,  damaged  by  fire  of  an  unde- 
termined origin,  sustained  a loss  of  ap- 
proximately $10,000.  The  entire  interior 
of  the  theatre,  including  screen  and  stage, 
was  either  destroyed  by  fire  or  badly  dam- 
aged by  smoke  and  water.  The  theatre  is 
owned  by  John  Servaas,  president  of  the 
Exhibitors  Exchange,  Inc.,  a theatre  sup- 
ply house  in  Indianapolis  and  who  also 
operates  theatres  in  Indianapolis,  Kokomo, 
Lafayette,  Noblesville,  Rochester  and  the 
State  Theatre  here.  Arrangements  are 
now  being  made  to  completely  repair  and 
re-equip  the  house. 

The  State,  which  has  been  closed  for 
some  time,  will  reopen  with  the  same  pic- 
ture policy  followed  by  the  Indiana. 


Getting  Around — 

This  “Golden  Boy”  Bill  Holden  of 
Columbia’s  gets  around  to  quite  a few 
places  in  a hurry.  Over  the  weekend 
he  did  three  personal  appearances  at 
the  B&K  Roosevelt  Theatre  in  Chi- 
cago, flew  up  to  Detroit  to  do  likewise 
at  the  Fox  Theatre,  and  still  had 
time  for  newspaper  parties.  Here  he 
is  shown  at  left  with  Lawrence  Welk, 
center,  whose  “champagne  music” 
played  the  Chicago  Theatre,  and  Pa- 
tricia Noman,  singer  in  the  Welk  band. 

Chicago  Registers 
Business  Pickup 

Chicago — With  the  usual  Labor  Day  lull 
somewhat  in  the  background,  business  has 
improved  the  last  few  days.  Over  the 
weekend  loop  theatres  enjoyed  excellent 
business,  with  suburban  houses  doing  well 
on  Simday. 

“Beau  Geste,’’  Paramount’s  remake  of 
the  silent  hit,  is  being  held  a second  week 
at  the  Chicago  Theatre,  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz”  did  well  in  its  third  week  at  the 
United  Artists  and  Universal’s  “When  To- 
morrow Comes’’  built  up  well  at  the 
Palace. 


Quimby  Theatres  Acquire 
Mannie  Marcus'  House 

Ft.  Wayne — The  Quimby  Theatres, 
operating  the  Emboyd,  Jefferson,  Palace 
and  Riley  theatres  in  Port  Wayne  have 
taken  over  the  operation  of  the  Paramount 
Theatre  from  Mannie  Marcus,  who  also 
operates  the  Creighton  and  Capitol  in  Fort 
Wayne  and  the  Alamo,  Ambassador  and 
Cozy  theatres  in  Indianapolis. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Quimby  circuit 
has  acquired  the  theatre  on  a long  term 
lease. 
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Disapproval  of  "Citizen" 
Voiced  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — The  Associated  Theatre 
Owners  of  Indiana  has  received  notifica- 
tion that  the  Industrial  Union  Council 
of  Indianapolis  has  passed  a resolution 
unanimously  condemning  “Our  Leading 
Citizen,”  as  “prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  all  union  labor.” 

The  council  urged  that  this  picture  not 
be  shown  in  Indianapolis  or  in  any  other 
city.  The  council  further  understood  that 
the  picture  had  been  shown  privately  in 
previews  to  the  governors  of  the  various 
states  and  was  inclined  to  regard  such 
action  with  suspicion.  The  communica- 
tion was  signed  by  Margaret  Agnew,  re- 
cording secretary. 

The  picture  just  completed  a one-week 
run  at  the  downtown  Apollo  Theatre  here. 


Musicians  Local  Protests 
Broadcasts  Over  WIBC 

Indianapolis  — Indianapolis  exhibitors 
who  have  been  participating  in  the  daily 
radio  broadcast  over  local  station,  WIBC, 
were  notified  recently  by  Don  R.  Rossiter 
executive  secretary  of  the  Associated 
Theatre  Owners,  that  the  association  had 
received  word  from  the  Musicians  Local 
No.  3 to  discontinue  these  broadcasts  if 
they  wished  to  retain  the  goodwill  of  the 
APL  labor  affiliates. 

WIBC  is  reported  to  be  having  difficul- 
ties with  the  musicians  local  union. 

No  definite  plans  have  been  announced 
as  yet  by  the  association  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  broadcasts  over  other  sta- 
tion outlets. 


New  Operators'  Contract 
Nearly  Set  in  Chicago 

Chicago — A final  agreement  on  the 
1939-40  operators’  contract  was  expected  to 
be  set  sometime  this  week.  The  operators’ 
committee  of  John  Smith,  Pete  Shayne 
and  Neil  Bishop,  were  meeting  daily  with 
Jack  Kirsch  of  Allied  and  Morris  Leonard 
of  B&K  and  Exhibitors’  Association. 


Art  Baker  Brings  Back 
Stage  Shows  Sept  15 

Indianapolis — Art  Baker,  manager  of 
the  Circle  Theatre,  will  start  the  fall  sea- 
son off  with  the  first  stage  show  to  be 
seen  in  Indianapolis  since  the  closing  of 
the  Lyric  several  months  ago  due  to  labor 
difficulties.  Baker  announces  the  book- 
ing of  the  “Polies  Bergere,”  opening  on 
September  15. 


Prepares  Premiere 

Springfield,  III. — Jack  Thoma,  Colum- 
bia exploiteer  of  Chicago,  was  here  this 
week  making  plans  for  the  premiere  of 
Columbia’s  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton.” The  picture  will  be  premiered  sim- 
ultaneously in  all  48  state  capitols. 


TACK  RUBIN  of  Public  Theatre  and  Sid 
^ Erdman,  formerly  with  A1  Simon’s  Res- 
taurant, have  opened  the  157  Club,  at  157 
East  Chicago  Ave. 

Norma  Shearer,  one  of  the  last  Ameri- 
cans to  leave  Europe  before  the  war 
broke,  passed  through  Chicago  over  the 
weekend  en  route  to  the  west  coast. 

Bill  Heineman,  Universal’s  western  sales 
manager,  is  here  working  with  E.  T.  Gom- 
ersall,  district  manager,  on  deals  with 
B&K,  Great  States  and  other  circuits. 

H.  C.  Ryan,  manager  of  the  Times  The- 
atre, a Bernson  house,  Waukegan,  won  the 
$50  first  prize  in  the  national  exploitation 
contest  sponsored  by  the  Ward  Baking  Co. 
on  Warner’s  “The  Adventures  of  Jane  Ar- 
den.” 

About  85  B&K  employes  participated  in 
the  club  golf  tournament  held  Tuesday 
. . . Rouben  Mamoulian,  director  of  Co- 
lumbia’s “Golden  Boy,”  and  Jimmy  Du- 
rante were  aboard  the  Santa  Pe  Chief 
when  it  came  into  town  Wednesday. 

Jimmy  Coston  was  in  New  York  this 
week  attending  a Warner  Theatres  zone 
managers’  meeting  . . . The  Warner  Sym- 
phony Theatre,  of  which  Irving  Lipnick 
is  manager,  has  added  Sunday  vaudeville 
to  its  policy. 

H.  M.  Popkin,  president  of  Million-Dol- 
lar  Productions,  was  here  conferring  with 
Saul  Goldman  of  Sack  Amusement  Enter- 
prises. 

Clyde  Eckhardt,  branch  manager  of 
'20th  Century-Fox,  screened  “The  Rains 
Came,”  at  a trade  showing  Wednesday  at 
the  Esquire  Theatre. 

All  those  happy  smiles  at  M-G-M,  are 
because  of  the  recent  screening  of  “Babes 
in  Arms.!’  Ask  Jack  Shumow  or  any  of 
the  other  cohorts  of  Leo  what  a job 
Mickey  Rooney  does  in  the  picture? 

Johnny  Smith  and  Neil  Bishop  will  be 
the  operators’  union  representatives  at 
the  Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor  con- 
vention in  Springfield  this  week. 

ADVERTISEMENT.  Wanted:  By  Jack 
Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  of  Illinois:  To 
know  who  sent  him  the  packet  of  foreign 
stamps  for  his  son.  Reason:  He  wants  to 
thank  the  right  one;  since  Jack  Rose  of 
Indiana-Illinois  Theatres  is  sure  he  didn’t 
leave  them. 


Wm,  Pereira  to  Supervise 
Building  of  New  Studio 

Chicago — William  Pereira,  of  the  local 
architectural  firm  of  Pereira  & Pereira,  has 
been  engaged  as  chief  architect  and  con- 
struction co-ordinator  of  the  new  $12, - 
000,000  studio  Paramount  is  building  in 
West  Los  Angeles. 

Pereira  & Pereira  supervised  construc- 
tion of  the  Esquire  Theatre,  a model 
showplace  here,  and  are  members  of  Box- 
office’s  Modern  Theatre  Planning  Insti- 
tute. 


Metro  Premieres  Bowling 
Short  in  West  Allis 


Milwaukee — Louis  Orlove,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploiteer, and  Lowell  Parmentier,  Pox-Wis- 
consin  south  side  supervisor,  are  readying 
plans  to  make  the  “world  premiere,”  of 
M-G-M’s  short  subject,  “Set  ’Em  Up,”  as 
big  as  if  the  film  were  a feature. 

The  two-reeler  is  a Pete  Smith  produc- 
tion dealing  with  bowling,  and  is  being 
premiered  in  West  Allis,  suburb  of  Mil- 
waukee, due  to  the  fact  that  Ned  Day, 
national  match  game  bowling  champion, 
who  appears  in  the  film,  lives  there. 

The  premiere  will  be  held  Saturday, 
September  30,  at  the  Paradise  Theatre,  in 
West  Allis,  of  which  Ben  Van  Korn  is 
manager. 

Among  the  stunts  planned  is  a bowling 
match  between  Mayor  Del  Miller  of  West 
Allis,  and  Day,  on  specially  constructed  al- 
leys on  the  main  street.  Working  on  this 
are  engineers  of  the  Brunswick-Balke- 
Collender  Co.  of  Chicago,  manufacturers 
of  bowling  equipment. 


Chicago  Bowling  Season 
To  Start  on  SepU  20 

Chicago — The  Filmi’ow  Bowling  League 
gets  under  way  at  Bensinger’s  Alleys 
Wednesday  night,  September  20,  with  eight 
teams  entered.  The  Warner  team  is  new 
to  the  league,  replacing  Essaness. 

Others  in  the  league  this  season  are 
Photoplay,  Film  Carriers,  National  Screen, 
Universal,  Paramount,  Filmack  and  last 
year’s  champions.  Republic. 


Warner  Bowling  League 
Numbers  12  Teams 

Chicago— The  Warner  Bowling  League 
has  begun  the  season  with  12  teams  of  five 
men  each.  They  bowl  weekly  at  the  Tur- 
ner Alleys,  in  back  of  the  Avalon  Theatre 
on  the  south  side.  Hampton  Vockel,  stage 
manager  of  the  Avalon,  is  president,  and 
Harry  Corbett,  manager  of  the  Hamilton, 
is  secretary. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

^immA  Handy  Guide  for  the  Exhibitor^^^ 

CHICAGO 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 

Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

WE  PRINT  EVERYTHING  THEATRICAL 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 
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pETE  NAPOTE,  manager  of  the  Lincoln 
Tlreatre  at  Robinson,  was  a visitor  to 
the  Frisina  home  office  here  last  week. 


Bill  Feldstein,  hooker  of  the  Frisina 
chain,  was  in  St.  Louis  with  his  small  son, 
Tommy,  who  had  his  to7isils  and  adenoids 
removed.  Both  are  doing  fine. 

The  dove  season  was  enough  of  an  ex- 
cuse for  Dominic  Fi'isina,  president  of 
the  Frisina  chain,  to  invite  some  of  the 
Springfield  “bunch”  out  to  the  country 
for  some  shooting. 

J.  B.  Giachetto,  general  manager  of  the 
Frisina  chain,  Leo  Burnstein,  manager  of 
the  South  Town  and  State  theatres,  and 
Max  Tschauder,  city  manager  for  Frisina. 
have  returned  from  a fishing  trip — but 
the  fish  are  still  there. 

John  Dickson,  manager  of  the  Capital 
Theatre  at  Litchfield,  was  a visitor  at 
the  Frisina  home  office  here  last  week. 
Mrs.  Fi'eda  Paul,  manager  of  the  Marvel 
Tlreatre  at  Carlinville.  and  her  son,  Nor- 
man, were  also  visitors. 

Howard  Moore,  assistant  mayiager  at  the 
Roxy  Theatre,  has  returned  from  a va- 
cation spent  in  St.  Louis  and  other  nearby 
points. 

Charles  Brown,  secretary-treasurer  at 
the  Orpheum  Theatre,  has  returned  from 
his  vacation  of  fishing  in  Wisconsin. 

Gene  Punches  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
is  looking  forward  to  his  vacation  next 
week.  He  will  visit  Chicago  and  other 
northern  Illmois  cities. 

Cero  Pedrucci,  vice-president  of  the 
Frisina  chain,  and  Mrs.  Pedrucci,  ac- 
cording to  postcard  remarks,  are  having 
a good  time  vacationing  in  California. 

Joint  and  Bill  Giachetto,  sons  of  Domi- 
nic Giachetto,  secretary -treasurer  of  the 
Frisina  chain,  have  returned  to  Cham- 
paign to  resume  their  studies  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois.  Both  spent  the  sum- 
mer ushering  in  the  Springfield  theatres. 

Theodore  Zwerman,  Olney,  is  a busy 
man.  Between  managing  the  Arcadia  and 
Elks  theatres,  he  is  supervising  construc- 
tion of  his  new  home.  His  son.  Bob,  man- 
ager of  the  Tivoli  Theatre  at  Spring- 
field,  says  that  when  it’s  all  done,  the 
Springfield  bunch  will  be  up  for  a house 
warming  so  Theodore  had  better  load 
up  his  ice  box. 

“The  Old  Maid”  is  attracting  capacity 
crowds  at  the  Roxy  Theatre  and  probably 
will  be  held  over  a second  week. 

Norside  Joins  Ansells  in 
Booking  and  Ad  Tieup 

St.  Louis — The  Norside  Theatre  has  en- 
tered the  Ansell  Bros.  Theatres  circuit 
through  a booking  and  advertising  hook- 
up. It  is  being  carried  currently  in  the 
advertising  layouts  of  the  circuit  along 
with  the  Ritz,  Empress  and  Varsity,  which 
are  controlled  by  the  Ansells. 


At  the  Fair — 

Carl  Spellman  of  the  Amuzu  Theatre 
in  Oakland,  Ind.,  as  he  visited  the 
Paramount  World’s  Fair  lounge  at  the 
home  office  in  Hew  York. 


Filmarte  Guild's  Second 
Season  Opens  October 

Indianapolis — The  Filmarte  Guild’s  sec- 
ond season  will  open  in  October  with  the 
first  of  a series  of  five  outstanding 
French  and  British  pictures  to  be  shown 
at  the  Athenaeum. 

In  a continental  restaurant  atmosphere. 
Guild  subscribers  will  view  the  foreign 
film  from  the  vantage  point  of  small  tables 
in  the  ballroom.  The  projection  screen  is 
to  be  centered  on  the  stage.  The  monthly 
theatre  suppers  again  are  to  be  limited 
to  400  members  and  guests. 

An  innovation  this  year,  in  addition  to 
the  new  setting,  is  the  picture  election 
committee  headed  by  Mrs.  Rosamond  Van 
Camp  Hill,  who  recently  spent  several 
weeks  in  the  east,  attended  previews  of 
a number  of  foreign  films  in  New  York. 

Outstanding  French  motion  pictures 
from  which  a selection  will  be  made  in- 
clude “Abused  Confidence,”  “Double 
Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line,”  “Champs 
Elysees,”  “Forty  Little  Mothers,”  “Orage,” 
“Boys’  School;”  among  British  films  be- 
ing considered  are  “Stolen  Life,”  and  a 
Donat  revival,  “The  Ghost  Goes  West,” 
or  “The  Thirty-nine  Steps.” 


Merchants  Sales  Plan 
Is  Deemed  a Lottery 

St.  Louis — A sales  promotion  scheme 
whereby  local  merchants  would  distribute 
coupons  to  customers  which  would  entitle 
the  holder  to  chances  on  monthly  awards 
has  been  held  to  be  a lottery  in  an  opin- 
ion prepared  by  Attorney  General  Roy 
McKittrick’s  office  for  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney Finnegan.  In  the  opinion  the  Attor- 
ney General’s  office  compared  the  scheme 
to  the  “Bank  Night”  drawings  used  by 
motion  picture  theatres.  “Bank  Night”  has 
been  barred  in  Missouri  on  the  grounds  it 
constitutes  a lottery. 
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pox  has  reopened  its  Ogden  and  Grace 

theatres  here  and  is  also  operating  its 
World  seven  days  a week  again. 

The  reopened  Empress,  local  burlesque 
house,  has  shifted  to  a policy  of  burlesque 
on  Fridays,  Saturdays,  Sundays  and  Mon- 
days with  flickers  the  rest  of  the  week. 

James  Moore,  RKO  talent  scout,  was  a 
local  visitor  last  week. 

There  ivas  a bang-up  turnout  on  hand 
for  the  Variety  Club’s  outing  September  8 
at  the  Tripoli  Country  Club.  The  event  at- 
tracted nearly  150,  with  many  up-state 
exhibitors  on  hand.  L.  F.  Thurwachter. 
Waukesha  exhibitor,  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies  in  presenting  the  golf  prizes. 

Etta  Weisner,  local  theatre  operator, 
has  been  on  the  sick  list. 

George  Hannon,  former  operator  of  the 
Grand  at  Green  Bay.  has  been  named 
mayiager  of  the  house  which  now  is  oper- 
ated by  Standard  Theatre  Co.  The  thea- 
tre is  undergoing  renovation,  with  its  re- 
opening slated  for  September  24. 

Harvey  Kny,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Venetian  Theatre  in  Racine,  was  host  to 
27  sets  of  twins  at  a showing  of  “The 
Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 

Warner-Saxe  conducted  back  to  school 
parties  at  its  Garfield,  Uptown,  Modfeska 
National,  Egyptian,  Savoy,  Milwaukee, 
Juneau,  Lake,  Princess,  Tivoli,  Parkway, 
Mirth  and  Granada  theatres  here  with  a 
free  tablet,  ruler,  pencil  and  eraser  free  to 
each  youngster  attending  . . . Elrow 
Luedtke,  manager  of  the  Orpheum,  Ken- 
osha, also  was  host  to  local  kiddies  Sep- 
tember 9 at  a back-to-school  party. 

Standard  Theatres  Co.  has  adopted  the 
advertising  catchline — “Enjoy  life’s  hap- 
piest hours  in  a Standard  Theatre.” 

The  modernized  Myers  Theatre,  Janes- 
ville, dark  for  the  past  several  weeks, 
staged  its  reopening  September  9.  Ken 
Butterfield  is  manager  of  the  Fox  house. 

'Stanley  and  Livingstone' 
Film  Council's  Favorite 

Chicago  — Twentieth  Century-Fox’s 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone”  heads  the  fam- 
ily list  of  ratings  of  the  Better  Films 
Council  of  Chicago  for  August.  Others  in 
the  family  group: 

“The  Star  Maker,”  (Para)  ; “The  Sun 
Never  Sets,”  “Unexpected  Father,”  (Univ) ; 
“Winter  Carnival,”  (UA) ; and  “Wizard  of 
Oz,”  fM-G-M).  Comment  on  “Stanley 
and  Livingstone”  was  “a  masterpiece  of 
family  entertainment.” 

The  adult  and  young  adult  listing  in- 
cluded: “Career,”  “Five  Came  Back,” 
(RKOj  ; “Charlie  Chan  in  Reno,”  “Hotel 
for  Women,”  i20th-Fox) ; “House  of  Fear,” 
“I  Stole  a Million,”  (Univ)  ; “Naughty  But 
Nice,”  (WB) ; “Our  Leading  Citizen,” 
(Para);  “They  All  Come  Out,”  (M-G-M) ; 
“A  Woman  Is  the  Judge,”  (Col). 

Listed  in  the  adult  only  group  are  “Dark 
Eyes,”  Milo  Films;  and  “Lucrezia  Borgia,” 
Gallic  Films;  both  foreign  product. 
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pLANS  and  personnel  of  the  St.  Louis 

School  of  the  Theatre,  which  will  open 
on  October  2,  have  been  announced  by 
the  Little  Theatre,  in  collaboration  with 
Washington  University.  It  will  be  oper- 
ated at  the  Adult  Study  Center,  Lake  and 
Waterman  Aves.  Harold  Bassage,  director 
of  the  Little  Theatre  for  the  past  two 
years,  is  to  head  the  school  and  teach 
acting,  rehearsal  and  performance,  prin- 
ciples and  technique  of  play  production, 
voice  and  diction.  The  staff  will  include 
Kathleen  Scott,  a former  coach  in  Holly- 
wood; Associate  Professor  William  G.  B. 
Carson  of  the  university’s  English  de- 
partment; Anna  Agress,  formerly  of  the 
Pavley-Oukrainsky  dancing  organization, 
and  SaLees  Seddon,  secretary  on  admis- 
sions to  the  weekly  and  professional 
courses. 

Recent  events  in  Europe  have  given  a 
certain  timeliness  to  the  Russian  film, 
“Alexander  Nevsky,”  which  the  Art  The- 
atre opened  its  second  season  of  foreign 
and  unusual  motion  pictures  on  Septem- 
ber 10.  It  was  produced  by  Sergei  Eisen- 
stein. 

Actual  motion  pictures  of  the  new  Eu- 
ropean war  are  being  shown  in  the  Fan- 
chon  & Marco  first-run  theatres — the  Pox, 
Ambassador  Missouri  and  St.  Louis.  The 
Fox  is  featuring  the  war  film  scoop  of 
the  March  of  Time. 

Jimmy  Harris,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity chief  of  Loew’s  Theatre,  has  been 
commissioned  a lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Army  and  will  fv  with  the  ob- 
servation squadron  of  the  Missouri  Na- 
tional Guards  as  of  October  10.  Harris 
holds  licenses  to  fly  private  and  commer- 
cial airplanes. 

Joe  Winters  and  his  orchestra  furnished 
the  music  at  the  first  entertainment  of  the 
1939-40  season  for  the  St.  Louis  Variety 
Club. 

The  Garrick  Theatre,  Jack  Beck,  mana- 
ger of  that  house,  has  posted  paper  for 
some  125  miles  in  every  way  outside  of 
St.  Louis  to  announce  the  reopening  for 
the  1939-40  season. 


Services  for  Loewenberg 
Are  Held  in  Cincinnati 

Milwaukee — Funeral  services  were  held 
in  Cincinnati  for  Charles  Loewenberg, 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity  for 
the  Pox- Wisconsin  Amusement  Corp.  who 
died  there  September  5. 

Loewenberg  had  been  associated  with 
Pox-Midwesco  here  for  several  years  be- 
fore the  reorganization  which  resulted  in 
the  Pox-Wisconsin  Co.  He  had  been  a 
local  resident  for  eight  years  and  had 
gone  to  Cincinnati  several  months  ago  in 
an  effort  to  regain  his  health. 

Previous  to  joining  Pox,  Loewenberg 
was  publicity  director  for  Paramount.  A 
native  of  Louisiana,  Loewenberg  was  grad- 
uated from  Tulane  University. 


Ready  Chicago  Reception 
For  Paramount  Caravan 

Chicago — Carl  Krueger,  of  Cliff  Lewis’ 
Paramount  studio  publicity  staff,  was  here 
this  week  making  arrangements  for  the 
coming  here  on  Tuesday,  October  10,  of 
the  caravan  touring  the  country  for  Para- 
mount’s “Rulers  of  the  Sea.” 

In  charge  of  Bob  Moriarty,  and  with 
Charlie  Beauchamp  as  company  manager, 
the  two  huge  ships  in  the  caravan,  will 
sail  down  the  Lake  Michigan  coast-line 
from  Milwaukee  to  Chicago.  They  will  be 
on  exhibition  in  the  Chicago  River  at  the 
foot  of  the  Wacker  Drive  dock. 

Among  the  ceremonies  planned  will  be 
the  “wedding  of  the  waters,”  by  pouring 
of  a bottle  of  Pacific  and  Atlantic  Oceans’ 
water  into  the  Chicago  River,  and  the  re- 
christening of  the  two  ships.  It  is  hoped 
to  have  Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly  perform 
this  ceremony. 

Paramount  stars  and  starlets  available 
at  the  time  will  be  with  the  caravan  and 
will  make  brief  appearances,  both  at  the 
dock  and  from  the  stage  of  the  Chicago 
Theatre.  The  caravan  will  be  in  Milwau- 
kee, preceding  here,  on  October  7 and  fol- 
lowing here  will  go  around  Lake  Michi- 
gan to  Gary  and  Michigan  City,  on  Octo- 
ber 12. 

Towns  to  be  visited  in  the  central  part 
of  the  country  on  the  trip  will  be  Hudson, 
Menomonie,  Eau  Claire,  Augusta,  Neills- 
ville,  Marshfield,  Stevens  Point,  Waupaca, 
Fremont,  Omro,  Oshkosh,  Fond  du  Lac, 
Addison,  Milwaukee,  Racine  and  Kenosha, 
Wis.;  Chicago,  Waukegan,  Highland  Park, 
Evanston,  Cairo,  and  Alton,  111.;  and  Ham- 
mond, Gary,  Michigan  City,  Evansville 
and  Henderson,  Ind. 


Theatre  Tax  Exponent 
Is  Dead  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee  — Assemblyman  John  W. 
Grobschmidt,  43,  author  of  various  chain 
store  legislation  including  bill  No.  414A, 
providing  for  an  occupational  tax  on  thea- 
tres, died  in  a hospital  here.  Mr.  Grob- 
schmidt had  been  in  the  assembly  since 
1928.  No  action  has  been  taken  on  his 
theatre  tax  bill  since  April  26  when  it  was 
referred  to  the  assembly  committee  on 
finance.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 


Lavezzi  Expands 

Chicago — Additional  floor  space  is  be- 
ing added  and  more  precision  machinery 
installed  at  the  Lavezzi  Machine  Works 
here  to  increase  production  of  theatre 
equipment  articles,  according  to  V.  La 
Vezzi,  company  executive.  National  trav- 
eling representative  is  Jake  Mitchell,  vet- 
eran equipment  man. 


Barrymore  Show  Opens 

Chicago — John  Barrymore,  after  an- 
other week’s  rest,  has  reopened  in  his 
stage  show,  “My  Dear  Children,”  again 
at  the  Selwyn  Theatre.  The  show  is  set 
to  stay  here  most  of  the  fall  and  winter 
season. 
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JJARRIETTE  Wade  of  the  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  office  staff  has  returned 
from  her  vacation  spent  in  northern  part 
of  the  state  . . . Tom  Goodman  has  re- 
turned from  his  vacation  spent  fishing  in 
the  northern  Indiana  streams  and  lakes. 

Grace  McFadden,  cashier  at  the  Colum- 
bia office,  was  released  from  the  Metho- 
dist Hospital  this  week  where  she  was  suf- 
fering from  high  blood  pressure.  Miss  Mc- 
Fadden will  be  corifined  to  her  home  for 
a.nother  week  and  is  then  expected  to  re- 
turn to  her  post. 

The  local  Columbia  exchange  is  being 
remodeled  and  redecorated.  A new  book- 
ing counter  is  being  installed  as  well  as  ?, 
new  office  for  the  branch  manager,  Guy 
Craig. 

Carl  Niesse,  general  manager  of  Olsen 
Theatre  Enterprises,  and  Sol  Greenberg , 
booker  for  the  same  company,  have  re- 
turned from  a few  days  in  Cincinnati. 

Joe  Cantor  is  about  ready  to  reopen  the 
old  Garrick  Theatre,  to  be  renamed  the 
Esquire,  which  he  acquired  several  months 
ago  from  Prank  B.  Sanders.  A new  front 
is  all  that  is  lacking. 

Claude  Allison,  manager  of  the  Strand 
Theatre,  is  planning  another  customer 
service.  He  will  print  an  East  Side  name 
and  address  with  his  Strand  advertisement 
in  the  local  newspapers.  The  name  appear- 
ing gets  admission  to  the  theatre.  Claude 
tried  a similar  stunt  last  year  and  had 
great  success  with  it. 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Teitel,  who  with  her  husband 
operates  the  H.  S.  Teitel  Film  Service  on 
Filmrow,  will  head  the  12th  District 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

George  West  Brings  Back 
English  Film  Report 

Chicago  — George  West,  Monogram 
franchise  holder  for  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  here  for  a visit  with 
Henri  Elman,  told  of  his  recent  trip  to 
England  and  his  return  to  the  United 
States  a week  or  two  before  the  outbreak 
of  the  war. 

He  said  that  while  theatres  would  be 
clo.sed  for  about  four  weeks,  there  were 
definite  thoughts  of  opening  them  as  soon 
as  arrangements  can  be  made  in  England 
for  bomb-proof  shelters  near  all  theatres. 
Production  will  be  temporarily  suspended, 
he  added,  and  producers  and  all  others  in 
the  film  industry  will  aid  in  producing  war 
films  and  trailers  to  bolster  the  country’s 
morale. 

West  conferred  with  many  English  pro- 
ducers, and  also  was  at  a tea  in  Parlia- 
ment which  was  also  attended  by  Prime 
Minister  Neville  Chamberlain  and  Anthony 
Eden. 

West  returned  to  New  York,  after  his 
midwestern  trip. 


To  "Tugboat  Annie"  Story 

Hollywood — Warner  has  assigned  Ken 
Garnet  to  write  an  untitled  story  for  the 
first  in  the  new  “Tugboat  Annie”  series. 
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Menjou  Is  Disheartened 
By  New  War  in  Europe 
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STEVE  BENNIS 


Chicago — Around  the  town  of  Lincoln, 
111.,  you’ll  find  that  most  everyone  in  that 
section  of  the  state  thinks  Steve  Bennis  is 
a pretty  good  guy  . . . something  that 
they’ve  got  a right  to  think. 

For,  Steve  Bennis  is  more  than  just  a 
theatre  operator,  who  owns  theatres  in 
this  town  of  13,000  people.  More  than 
once  the  town  faced  tough  situations  and 
every  time,  it  was  Bennis  who  was  there 
to  see  them  through. 

He’s  been  in  Lincoln  for  30  years  now 
and  has  grown  right  along  with  the  coun- 
try-side. He  has  the  sincere  interest  of 
his  fellow  Lincolnians  at  heart,  a man 
much  like  the  Great  Emancipator  himself. 
During  the  height  of  the  depression,  when 
the  bank  moratorium  of  1933  hit  the  coun- 
try, Bennis,  as  usual,  was  on  hand  by  rais- 
ing $120,000  to  protect  the  depositors  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Lincoln.  No 
one  lost  a cent,  all  receiving  100  cents  on 
the  dollar. 

Again,  in  September  of  1936  when  the 
“back  to  job’’  movement  was  sweeping  the 
country,  Steve  attacked  the  situation  with 
action.  He  organized  the  Deer  Creek  Coal 
Mine  on  the  outskirts  of  Lincoln,  a move 
that  sent  hundreds  of  men  back  to  work. 
The  move  has  continued  to  help  business 
in  Lincoln. 

Steve  Bennis  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1901  from  his  native  Greece.  He  went 
from  New  York  to  Chicago  and  thence  to 
Albion,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  in  a con- 
fectionary and  went  to  school  at  night.  It 
was  in  1909  that  he  came  to  Lincoln,  111., 
and  late  in  that  year  opened  a nickel- 


theatre.  Two  years  later  he  opened  an  air- 
dome  and  operated  it  for  three  years. 

He  opened  a combination  theatre-con- 
fectionary in  August,  1915.  The  front  was 
a confectionary  and  in  the  rear  was  a 
theatre  with  the  screen  facing  the  oppo- 
site direction  from  our  modern  theatres. 
The  house  seated  200.  The  patrons  were 
in  reality  the  customers  of  the  confection- 
ary, who  after  buying  candy,  ice  cream, 
etc.,  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  silent  films 
of  the  day  with  a piano  thumping  out 
“Hearts  and  Flowers,”  etc. 

It  was  in  1922  that  Roy  Seery,  then  Chi- 
cago branch  manager  for  First  National, 
sent  young  Bill  Brumberg  to  sell  Bennis 
a ten-year  franchise,  and  later  that  year 
he  opened  the  Lincoln  Theatre.  Later  he 
acquired  the  Lyric  and  Grand  theatres.  He 
is  now  ready  to  open  a new  theatre,  the 
Freeport  Theatre,  Freeport,  111. 

Leo,  one  of  four  sons,  is  in  charge  of  the 
theatre  end  of  the  Bennis  Enterprises ; 
while  Steve  himself  still  handles  the  coal 
mine.  Another  son,  Charlie,  co-captain  of 
the  University  of  Illinois  football  team 
when  he  went  to  school  is  now  varsity 
coach  at  Illinois,  while  his  brother.  Bill,  is 
coacliing  at  Shrewsbury,  Mass.  Joe,  mar- 
ried and  the  father  of  two  children,  as 
is  Leo,  the  fourth  son.  There  is  one 
daughter,  Mary,  soon  to  be  married. 

Everyone  around  Lincoln  will  tell  you 
that  Steve  Bennis’  “right  hand”  for  the 
many  years  in  the  past  was  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Anna  Bennis,  who  died  in  January  of  this 
year.  It  was  she  who  gave  him  the  in- 
spiration to  always  go  on. 


"Oz'  Caravan  Itinerary 
Routed  in  IIL.  Wis. 

Chicago — Itinerary  of  the  “Wizard  of 
Oz.”  caravan  now  touring  the  country  for 
M-G-M,  in  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  ter- 
ritories, has  been  set.  St.  Louis  ten’itory 
dates  will  be  set  later. 

The  caravan  is  in  charge  of  M-G-M’s 
veteran  caravan  captain,  Capt.  Volney 
Phifer.  The  itinerary  thus  far: 

Paramount,  Kankakee,  111.,  and  Plumb, 
Streator,  111.,  September  21;  Majestic,  La- 
Salle, 111.;  State,  Mendota,  111.;  and  Para- 
mount, Aurora,  111.,  September  22;  Crocker, 
Elgin,  111.;  Dundee,  Dundee,  111.;  Genesee, 
Waukegan,  111.,  September  23;  Allen,  Jef- 
ferson, Wis.;  and  Rialto,  Edgerton,  Wis., 
September  25;  Coronado,  Rockford,  111., 
and  Patio,  Freeport,  111.,  September  26; 
Peerless,  Kewanee,  111.,  Rivoli,  Monmouth, 
111.,  and  Orpheum,  Galesburg,  111.,  Septem- 
ber 27. 

Beginning  on  September  28,  the  cara- 
van will  enter  the  St.  Louis  territory,  and 
will  then  go  on  to  the  Kansas  City  and 
Omaha  territories.  Included  are  the  orig- 
inal ponies  used  in  the  production  of  the 
picture,  together  with  the  carriage,  and 
the  original  costumes. 


Reports  From  Coast 

St.  Louis — Virgil  Cady,  north  side  ad- 
vertising man  who  is  now  in  Hollywood, 
has  written  to  friends  advising  them 
about  the  current  doings  of  various  for- 
mer St.  Louisians  who  are  now  in  the 
film  capital,  including  Chester  Gruber, 
former  manager  of  the  Miners  Theatre, 
Collinsville,  111.,  who  as  “Tony  Cabooch” 
is  well  known  to  radio,  screen  and  stage 
followers;  Ed  Lowry,  former  emcee  at 
the  Ambassador  Theatre;  A1  Lyons  from 
the  Fox,  and  Wally  Vernon  who  used  to 
wow  audiences  at  the  Granada  Theatre 
out  on  the  Gravois  several  seasons  ago. 
All  apparently  are  doing  very  well  and 
send  regards  to  their  many  friends  in 
this  port. 


Orders  New  Equipment 

Bernie,  Mo. — Charles  Weeks  of  Dexter, 
Mo.,  has  ordered  complete  equipment  for 
his  new  350-seat  theatre  here  from  Ex- 
hibitors Supply  Co.,  St.  Louis.  The  house 
will  open  about  October  1. 


Readies  "Our  Home  Town" 
Hollywood — William  Ullman  jr.  will 
script  “Our  Home  Town”  for  Universal. 


Chicago — Adolphe  Menjou,  featured  in 
Columbia’s  “Golden  Boy,”  passed  through 
Chicago  en  route  to  the  west  coast  dis- 
heartened by  the  European  war. 

“After  spending  four  years  in  the  last 
war,”  he  said,  “I  know  how  long  it  takes 
to  train  an  army.  This  war  will  be  a fight 
to  the  finish.” 

He  also  intimated  foreign  revenue  on 
American  films  will  be  greatly  curtailed. 
“With  air  raids  going  on  as  they  are  now, 
I imagine  very  few  countries  will  allow 
crowds  to  pack  theatres  for  any  kind  of 
show,”  he  said. 

Screening  of  "Cavell"  to 
Attract  Star,  Producer 

Chicago — Anna  Neagle  and  Herbert  Wil- 
cox, star  and  producer  of  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell,”  will  attend  the  special  critics’ 
screening  of  the  RKO  picture  next  Mon- 
day night,  September  18. 

Preceding  the  screening,  which  will  be 
a late  affair  at  the  RKO  Palace,  will  be 
a dinner  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel.  Critics 
from  Chicago  and  nearby  cities  will  at- 
tend. 

Lou  Alleman  of  RKO’s  New  York  pub- 
licity office  will  be  in  charge. 

"Western  Front"  May  Be 
Reissued  by  Universal 

Chicago — With  a test  run  of  Universal’s 
“All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front”  re- 
ported clicking  at  the  F&M  St.  Louis 
Theatre,  St.  Louis,  it  is  expected  other 
runs  will  follow. 

It  is  reported  Universal  is  hurriedly 
rummaging  through  many  sequences  of 
the  120,000  feet  of  the  picture  that  were 
never  used  and  that  an  “uncensored”  ver- 
sion may  soon  be  ready. 


Metro  Holds  Kilroy 

Hollywood — Edward  Kilroy,  actor,  has 
been  held  for  another  year  by  Metro. 

No  Firewagon 
Chaser 

Chicago — Phil  Dunas,  Columbia  dis- 
trict manager,  is  certainly  interested  in 
his  work.  And  here's  the  proof: 

While  Rose  Lutter  was  inspecting  two 
reels  of  "Blondie  Takes  a Vacation," 
(tne  of  the  reels,  through  friction  and 
static,  caught  fire  on  Tuesday.  The  in- 
spection room  in  which  she  was  work- 
ing was  immediately  flooded  with  water 
from  the  sprinkler  system  and  a fire 
alarm  set  off.  The  fire  was  put  out 
immediately,  almost  before  the  firemen 
arrived.  The  inspectress  only  received 
a burned  finger. 

But  during  it  all,  Dunas  sat  calmly 
at  a conference  in  his  office  next  to 
the  shipping  room,  and  the  staff  had 
to  pound  on  his  door  continually  before 
making  him  realize  that  a fire  had  oc- 
curred in  the  exchange. 
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Dual  Thwarting  Bill 
Decision  Deferred 

Minneapolis — A decision  regarding  the 
Northwest  Allied  sponsored  ordinance  to 
limit  continuous  screen  shows  to  two 
hours  and  15  minutes’  duration  in  order 
to  knock  out  twin  bills  has  been  deferred 
by  the  city  council  ordinances  committee 
for  two  weeks. 

Because  of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Theodore 
Hays,  wife  of  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  executive,  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of 
Northwest  Allied  consented  to  a continu- 
ance of  the  hearing  for  another  fort- 
night. It  was  scheduled  for  this  week. 

Tire  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  is  op- 
posing the  proposed  ordinance,  not  be- 
cause it  plans  more  double  featuring  for 
Minneapolis,  according  to  L.  J.  Ludwig, 
assistant  general  manager,  but  because 
it  objects  to  this  type  of  legislative  regu- 
lation of  its  operations  and  believes  it 
will  pave  the  way  for  further  restrictions. 
It  is  twin  billing  at  the  downtown  Min- 
neapolis theatre. 

Steffes  has  united  independents  in  back 
of  the  ordinance.  He  points  out  the 
spread  of  double  featuring  and  predicts 
that  unless  the  practice  is  checked  by 
legislation  there  will  be  100  per  cent  twin 
billing  here  and  throughout  the  territory. 

The  city  attorney’s  office,  in  an  opinion 
to  the  committee,  has  intimated  that  the 
subject  is  more  properly  a matter  for 
state  than  city  legislation  because  it  feels 
that  it  involves  business  regulation  rather 
than  health  and  morals’  protection.  Busi- 
ness regulation  does  not  come  within  the 
city  council’s  scope. 

Steffes  declares  his  organization  is  pre- 
pared to  fight  to  a finish  for  the  ordi- 
nance. He  believes  he  can  convince  the 
aldermen  that  double  features  are  injur- 
ious to  the  health  and  morals  and  he  can 
muster  plenty  of  laymen  support  for  the 
measure,  he  asserts. 

The  committee  on  legislation  will  de- 
cide whether  to  report  the  ordinance  fa- 
vorably or  otherwise  to  the  council  proper 
or  to  table  it.  Tire  body  as  a whole  will 
have  the  final  voice  in  the  matter. 


Theatre  Business  Upswing 
Noted  by  M,  L,  Frosch 

Minneapolis — Increasing  theatre  equip- 
ment sales  denote  a theatre  business  up- 
swing and  greater  confidence  in  the  fall 
and  winter  outlook,  in  the  opinion  of  M.  L. 
Frosch,  head  of  the  Frosch  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.  Good  crops  and  advancing 
grain  prices  are  making  for  optimism,  he 
points  out. 


Operators  Forego  Wage 
Increase  Due  to  Slump 

Siotrx  Falls,  S.  D. — Because  business 
conditions  here  have  been  below  par,  booth 
operators  of  local  theatres  are  foregoing 
a salary  boost  to  which  they  are  entitled 
under  their  present  contract. 
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"Protection"  Occasions  Major 
Peace  Obstacle  in  Minny 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Minneapolis — Present  cause  of  conten- 
tion in  the  industry  here  is  protection, 
aggravated,  independent  exhibitors  claim, 
by  holdovers  downtown  and  by  the  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co.’s  alleged  practice 
of  holding  back  pictures  unduly  to  suit 
its  convenience.  There  even  have  been 
threats  to  appeal  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment or  to  seek  relief  in  the  law  courts 
and  northwest  Allied  leaders  now  have  the 
matter  under  consideration. 

The  situation  is  such  that  some  of  the 
owners  of  the  bigger  25-cent  uptown 
neighborhood  spots  claim  they’re  unable 
to  obtain  sufficient  desirable  product  and, 
in  consequence,  they  charge  they’re  suf- 
fering considerable  financial  loss. 

Exhibitors  in  question  claim  they’re  un- 
able to  follow  profitably  the  25-cent  down- 
town Gopher,  which  plays  many  first- 
rate  pictures,  and  the  loop  Aster,  which 
double  features  first-runs  at  15  and  25 
cents.  In  consequence,  they  must  de- 
pend principally  upon  product  that  plays 
the  State,  Century  and  Orpheum,  with 
some  of  the  last-named  theatre’s  pic- 
tures also  persona  non  grata  because 
they’re  exhibited  in  conjunction  with  big 
stage  shows. 

Numerous  State  pictures  are  moved  over 
to  the  Century  for  an  extension  of  their 
loop  first-run,  delaying  their  release  to 


the  neighborhoods.  A few  hold  over  at 
the  State  for  two  weeks  or  longer.  Pk 
tures  also  are  held  up  by  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  neighborhood  houses 
which  have  clearance  over  the  indepen- 
dents by  prolonging  their  runs  or  delay- 
ing their  dating,  it’s  asserted. 

The  more  important  neighborhood  the- 
atres need  two  boxoffice  pictures  a week 
at  the  least  for  profitable  operations  and 
these  will  not  be  in  prospect  for  the  en- 
suing fall  and  winter,  according  to  the 
exhibitors.  Under  present  clearance  and 
the  way  release  schedules  are  operating, 
they  assert  they’ll  be  lucky  to  get  one  a 
week. 

Twin  City  independents  are  refusing  to 
take  any  pictures  that  play  the  inde- 
pendent 4,000-seat  downtown  Minnesota 
theatres  which  shows  films  and  elaborate 
stage  shows  for  15  and  30-cent  admis- 
sion. In  consequence,  it’s  expected  to 
make  the  Minnesota’s  task  of  obtaining 
sufficient  screen  product  to  keep  it  go- 
ing all  the  more  difficult.  Thus  far,  with 
a single  exception,  the  Minnesota  has 
played  only  independent  product. 

One  leading  independent  neighborhood 
exhibitor  has  claimed  that  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.-Mort  H.  Singer  loop 
pool,  resulting  in  a division  of  “A”  prod- 
uct so  that  the  Orpheum  gets  its  share, 
has  resulted  to  the  disadvantage  of  inde- 
pendent uptown  situations. 


A Decision  on  Ascap  Food  Hoarding  Tolls 
Law  September  18  Theatre  Grosses 


Lincoln — Three  judges  will  hand  down 
a decision  relative  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  anti-Ascap  law  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature here  in  1937.  Date  of  the  pro- 
nouncement has  been  set  for  September  18. 

It  is  as  yet  undecided  whether  the  rul- 
ing will  be  made  in  federal  court  here  or 
in  Omaha. 

The  anti-Ascap  measure,  although  it 
does  not  mention  the  society  by  name, 
bars  all  music  combinations  which  may 
be  made  to  control  music  prices  and  uses. 
It  was  framed  during  the  1937  session  by 
Sen.  Frank  Brady,  an  Atkinson,  Neb., 
rancher. 

It  was  signed  as  an  emergency  meas- 
ure by  Governor  Cochran,  and  as  emer- 
gency legislation  was  made  active  imme- 
diately. About  a month  later  the  society 
filed  a test  action  in  federal  court  here 
charging  the  law  was  unconstitutional  and 
that  the  state  legislature  had  usurped 
powers  delegated  only  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

Ascap  secured  an  injunction  against  the 
operation  of  the  law  until  its  constitu 
tionality  was  determined.  Under  that  in- 
junction, Ascap  has  carried  on  for  more 
than  two  years. 

Judge  Munger,  one  of  the  trio  to  make 
the  decision,  indicated  his  opinion  in  the 


Minneapolis — Another  angle  of  the  war 
business  is  being  blamed  for  a further 
drop  in  theatre  patronage  here  and 
throughout  the  territory  during  the  past 
ten  days.  Prior  thereto  prospective  pat- 
rons preferi’ed  to  remain  close  to  the  radio 
to  get  all  the  latest  European  tidings. 

Now,  local  exhibitors  declare,  the  public, 
fearing  shortages  of  and  rising  prices  in 
such  commodities  as  sugar,  etc.,  is  spend- 
ing all  surplus  funds  for  these  items,  lay- 
ing in  big  supplies.  This  necessitates 
economizing  on  entertainment  with  con- 
sequent suffering  by  the  theatres,  it’s 
pointed  out. 


Plan  November  Opening 

Davenport,  Ia. — The  Time  Theatre,  800- 
seater  being  built  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Columbia  Tlieatre,  is  expected  to  open  in 
November. 


Metro  Shortens  Title 

Hollywood — The  title  of  Metro’s  “'The 
Marx  Bros,  at  the  Circus”  has  been  short- 
ened to  “At  the  Circus.” 


matter  when  the  case  was  filed  and  the 
injunction  granted,  saying  he  “had  grave 
doubts  of  its  constitutionality.” 
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Minnesola's  Future 
Assured  by  Test 

MiNNEAPOLrs — “Satisfactory”  results  at- 
tained by  independent  operation  of  the 
4,000-seat  Minnesota  Theatre  since  its 
reopening  under  the  managing  director- 
ship of  Gordon  Greene  two  months  ago 
with  a big  stage  show  and  screen  policy 
at  low  admission  prices  mean  that  con- 
tinuous indefinite  existence  of  the  project 
is  assured. 

An  original  test  period  of  ten  weeks  is 
just  concluding  and  Greene  says  that  the 
land  and  building  owners,  who  are  pro- 
moting the  venture,  are  greatly  pleased 
and  determined  to  keep  the  venture  going. 
With  ground  and  building  rental,  taxes 
and  Greene’s  salary  not  included  in  the 
operating  costs,  there  has  been  only  a 
comparatively  slight  loss  to  date,  but  this 
could  easily  be  made  up  by  several  profit- 
able weeks,  he  declares.  Besides,  he  as- 
serts, it  covers  non-recurring  pre-open- 
ing heavy  expenses. 

“Patronage  has  exceeded  our  expecta- 
tions,” says  Greene.  “Business  during  the 
past  fortnight  has  been  particularly  en- 
couraging. We  feel  confident  that  the  en- 
terprise can  be  put  over.  Minneapolitans 
are  convinced  that  the  theatre  is  a civic 
asset  and  they  have  pride  in  it.  But  the 
main  reason  for  the  good  patronage  is  the 
fact  we  have  been  giving  them  real  en- 
tertainment bargains — big  shows  for  small 
admission  prices.” 

Greene  and  J.  K.  Moss,  president  of 
the  Minneapolis  Tlieatre  Co.,  owner  of  the 
property,  will  go  to  New  York  this  week 
to  try  to  obtain  name  acts  for  the  stage 
shows.  Thus  far  the  house  has  had  to 
depend  on  independent  screen  product, 
with  the  exception  of  one  M-G-M  re- 
lease passed  up  by  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  but  the  screen  entertainment 
apparently  has  been  well  received  by  pat- 
rons. However,  the  theatre  sponsors  may 
go  into  the  courts  to  fight  for  pictures 
now  tied  up  by  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  they  say. 

The  Benz  Company,  which  operates  the 
theatre  for  its  owners  and  by  whom 
Greene  is  employed,  also  owns  the  1,800- 
seat  Palace  in  the  lower  loop  here.  It 
plans  to  reopen  this  house  in  late  Sep- 
tember with  subsequent-run  double  fea- 
tures and  is  considering  a court  fight  to 
compel  local  exchanges  to  service  it  with 
pictures  to  be  exhibited  for  a dime  ad- 
mission. Smaller  houses  a few  blocks 
distant  have  the  double  feature  policy  and 
are  not  denied  product.  Green  points  out. 


Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
Buys  Republic  Output 

New  York — Republic  has  closed  a new 
season  deal  with  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  covering  80  houses  in  Minnesota,  North 
and  South  Dakota  and  Wisconsin.  James 
R.  Grainger,  Max  Roth  and  Gilbert  Nath- 
anson  represented  the  company,  while  John 
Friedl  and  John  Branton  acted  for  Min- 
nesota. 


This  Is  Phoney — 

Exhibitors  in  the  midwest,  especially 
in  Iowa,  are  warned  against  the  type 
of  receipt  reproduced  above.  Several 
showmen  in  Iowa  have  been  misled  by 
the  fraudulent  form  given  them  by  a 
man  operating  variously  as  J.  Cash  and 
J.  Cost.  The  only  official  traveling 
BOXOFFICE  representative  in  Iowa  is 
H.  S.  Frame,  who  carries  authorized 
BOXOFFICE  credentials.  The  official 
receipt  is  printed  in  two  colors  and  car- 
ries a one-color  reproduction  of  the 
BOXOFFICE  front  cover. 


Granstrom's  Highland 
Debut  Goes  Smoothly 

St.  Paul — One  of  the  smoothest  and 
most  pleasant  theatre  openings  in  Twin 
City  show  history  was  chalked  up  for 
George  Granstrom’s  new  Highland  The- 
atre, independent  neighborhood  house. 
The  $100,000,  1,000-seat  showhouse  is  one 
of  the  Northwest’s  most  beautiful  and 
modern.  The  opening  attraction  was  “Un- 
expected Father.” 

One  of  the  theatre’s  features  is  the 
staggered  seating  arrangement,  with  dou- 
ble love  seats,  giving  all  patrons  an 
obstructed  view  of  the  screen.  The  house 
is  seated  with  Air-Loc  full  upholstered 
chairs. 

The  numerous  friends  of  the  owner, 
George  Granstrom,  fairly  flooded  the  lobby 
with  flowers  and  telegrams. 


Universal  Branch  Hears 
Drive's  Field  Captain 

Minneapolis  — Minneapolis  Universal 
branch  prepared  to  do  its  bit  for  the 
“exhibitor  sponsored  testimonial”  to  the 
company  following  the  three-day  visit 
here  of  L.  J.  McGinley,  Seattle  branch 
manager  and  western  field  captain  for 
the  drive.  Together  with  H.  B.  Johnson, 
local  branch  manager,  he  addressed  sev- 
eral meetings  of  salesmen  and  office  em- 
ployes. 


"The  Valiant"  to  Burton 

Hollywood  — Twentieth  Century-Fox 
has  signed  David  Burton  to  direct  “The 
Valiant,”  remake  which  Sol  Wurtzel  is  pro- 
ducing. Lloyd  Nolan  has  the  starring  role. 


$22,000  Charity  Chest 
Is  Variety's  Goal 

Minneapolis — The  Twin  City  Variety 
Club  must  raise  a minimum  of  $22,000 
for  a charitable  activity  the  ensuing  year 
according  to  a pledge  which  its  heads  have 
made  to  the  national  officers,  it  was  an- 
noimced  by  Chief  Barker  W.  A.  Steffes 
at  a dinner  meeting  this  week. 

What  the  activity  in  question  will  be 
remains  to  be  decided.  Steffes  has  asked 
members  to  submit  suggestions  to  the 
charity  committee.  Through  Merle  Potter, 
Times-Tribune  film  editor,  the  general 
public  also  has  been  invited  to  make  sug- 
gestions. A definite  decision  will  be 
reached  at  a dinner  meeting  called  for 
October  9. 

It  is  planned  to  have  the  charitable 
activity  non-denominational  and  of  a 
continuing  character.  The  charity  com- 
mittee has  under  consideration  the  pro- 
viding of  baby  incubators  for  hospitals 
and  home  cases,  aid  to  crippled  children 
and  the  furnishing  of  milk  for  imder- 
nourished  yoimgsters. 

“We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  club’s 
main  purpose,”  Steffes  told  members. 
“That  purpose  is  charity.  If  we  don’t  de- 
vote our  principal  efforts  to  this  cause 
the  club  surely  will  die.” 

At  the  October  9 meeting  a committee 
of  11  men  will  be  elected.  These  11  men, 
from  their  own  number,  will  choose  the 
club’s  officers  for  1939-40.  A date  also 
will  be  named  for  a reception  and  dinner 
to  be  given  for  St.  Paul  city  and  county 
officials  and  newspapermen. 

The  fall  golf  tournament  at  Oak  Ridge 
Country  Club  September  29  will  be  open 
only  to  members.  The  winner  will  be 
sent  by  the  club  to  represent  it  at  a na- 
tional Variety  Club  golf  tournament  at 
Dallas,  Tex.,  next  April.  Participants  wil 
have  their  regular  handicap  at  both  the 
local  and  national  tournaments. 

A social  program  for  the  fall  and  winter 
will  be  planned  at  the  October  9 meeting. 


"Book  Night"  Giveaway 
Is  Well  Publicized 

Minneapolis — A six-column  display  ad 
was  run  in  local  newspapers  to  plug  ini- 
tial “Book  Night”  at  local  independent 
neighborhood  theatres.  Tens  of  thousands 
of  dodgers  advertising  the  stunt  also  were 
distributed  throughout  the  city.  Patrons 
receive  a set  of  encyclopedias,  one  at  a 
time,  by  presenting  a coupon  and  paying 
a small  amoimt  per  book.  About  18  the- 
atres in  the  Twin  Cities  and  out-of-town 
situations  already  have  signed  up  for  the 
deal. 

President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  northwest 
Allied,  which  has  indorsed  the  stimt,  as- 
serts the  independents  were  forced  into 
this  new  gift  stimt  because  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  signed  up  for 
movie  cash  tieup  with  local  merchants 
for  its  neighborhood  and  out-of-town  situ- 
ations whereby  the  storekeepers  give  out 
coupons  that  are  redeemable  for  admis- 
sion at  the  showhouses. 
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500  at  Barbecue  at 
Jameson's  'Ranch' 


— Photos  by  Cresswell 

Among  the  Barbecue  and  Beer — 

When  Earl  Jameson,  Finton  Jones,  “Reube”  Finkelstein  and  Dick  Biechele 
threw  their  annual  “Peace  at  Any  Price  Barbecue  and  Beer  Bust”  for  the 
film  trade  at  Jameson  Acres  in  suburban  Kayisas  City,  scenes  like  the  above 
were  duplicated  all  over  the  place.  For  full  details  on  the  affair  see  the 
adjoining  column. 


Kansas  City — The  best  and  biggest  stag 
affair  in  Mlmrow’s  year  was  held  Monday 
night  at  Earl  Jameson’s  “ranch”  south  of 
Kansas  City.  The  crowd  was  estimated  at 
500  and  included  notables  from  Kansas 
and  Missouri  as  well  as  Kansas  City.  As 
has  become  customary  at  the  barbecues, 
everyone  relaxed  and  had  a swell  time. 

Among  the  notables  who  attended  were 
three  members  of  the  championship  Kan- 
sas City  Blues — Tommy  Reis,  Bud  Me- 
theny  and  Phil  Page;  Judge  J.  H.  Ander- 
son, Judge  W.  E.  Kemp,  Fred  Bellemere 
Tom  Collins  and  Lowell  Lawrance  of  the 
Journal;  the  Fox  Midwest  gang;  E.  C. 
Rhoden,  Lon  Cox,  Edd  Haas,  Senn  Lawler, 
Charley  Shafer,  etc.;  Lew  Chatham  of 
Griffith-Dickinson  Theatres;  C.  A. 
Schultz,  O.  K.  Mason,  Leland  Allen,  and 
others  from  Commonwealth  Theatres,  in- 
cluding Rex  Barrett  of  Columbia,  Mo.,  Bob 
Shelton  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  and  others; 
Harry  Taylor  of  National  Screen,  Benny 
Benjamin  of  Republic  Pictures;  O.  G. 
Strauss  of  the  Star  Neon,  Minden,  Neb.; 
Cle  Bratton,  Council  Grove,  Kas.;  Simon 
Galitzki,  Topeka,  Kas.;  L.  B.  Snyder,  Oak- 
ley, Kas.;  Chub  Golladay,  Pox  manager 
at  Moberly,  Mo.;  Gus  Diamond,  Salina, 
Kas.;  J.  A.  Wymore,  Film  Delivery,  Sa- 
lina, Kas.;  RCA’s  Hall  Winter  (district 
manager) , Sam  Reed  of  Denver,  Jack 
O’Brien  of  St.  Louis,  Don  Davis,  Car 
Johnson  (new  service  manager,  formerly 
at  Dallas),  and  Gus  Holly,  service  mana- 
ger who  has  been  transferred  to  Camden. 

Sharing  honors  with  Jameson  as  hosts 
were  Finton  Jones,  Travelers  Insurance 
Co.;  R.  R.  Biechele  of  the  Osage,  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  and  Reube  “Everybody-Knows- 
Him”  Finkelstein. 

Jack  Barnett  of  20th-Fox  shot  a thou- 
sand feet  of  film  to  add  to  the  thousand 
feet  the  operators  of  “the  barbecue”  nov. 
have  on  ice  from  last  year.  Jay  Means 
of  the  Oak  Park  and  Bagdad  was  unof- 
ficially credited  with  the  best  barber  shop 
tenor.  Peck  Baker  had  to  hide  in  the  trees 
when  someone  learned  he  signed  the  guest 
register  as  A.  Hitler. 

An  unofficial  checkup  after  the  party 
showed  there  were  two  or  three  ribs  left 
and  a pot  of  beer,  which  means  that  the 
outfit  consumed  practically  every  crumb 
of  the  following  gross  menu: 

One  hundred  twenty-eight  gallons  of 
beer,  30  loaves  of  bread,  20  dozen  buns, 
10  gallons  of  olives  (assorted),  crate  of 
celery,  bushel  of  radishes,  10  pounds  po- 
tato chips,  30  pounds  hot  dogs,  150  pounds 
beef  brisket,  500  pounds  ribs,  38  pounds 
barbecued  hams  and  35  cases  of  pop. 

It  was  the  best  one  yet! 


Cretors  Distributor 

Kansas  City — Rube  Melcher,  who  re- 
cently opened  the  Poppers’  Supply  Co. 
at  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  announces  that 
he  is  territorial  distributor  for  Cretors 
popcorn  machines  and  is  handling  South 
American  Jap  Hulless  popcorn  and  Flave- 
O-Nut  seasoning. 


W.  G.  McKinney  Named 
Assistant  to  Kieiier 

Kansas  City — Griffith-Dickinson  The- 
atres, Inc.,  has  appointed  W.  G.  Mc- 
Kinney as  assistant  to  Ralph  Kieffer, 
booker  for  the  circuit.  McKinney  was 
manager  at  Lawrence  and  later  at  Paola, 
Kas.,  for  the  group.  He  has  been  suc- 
ceeded at  Paola  by  T.  G.  Morrissett,  who 
comes  from  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co. 
in  Oklahoma. 

Temple  DeVilbiss,  who  fills  a managerial 
post  in  addition  to  his  job  as  construc- 
tion engineer  for  the  company,  has  shift- 
ed from  the  Macon  at  Macon,  Mo.,  to  the 
Uptown  and  Chief  at  Marceline,  Mo. 
Doyle  Mowery,  formerly  at  Marceline, 
goes  to  Macon. 

The  Peoples  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.,  man- 
aged by  Tom  DeVilbiss,  is  in  process  of 
remodeling. 

The  Griffith-Dickinson  Carlton  at  Man- 
hattan, Kas.,  has  been  reopened  and  all 
three  Manhattan  houses  now  are  operat- 
ing. Harry  Wareham  is  city  manager 
with  Stanley  Gartside  assisting. 

H.  J.  Griffith  is  in  New  York  buying 
film  for  the  new  season.  He  has  been 
there  three  weeks  and  will  be  there  an- 
other two  or  three. 


McGinley  Confers  With  U 
Officials  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City — L.  J.  McGinley,  field  mar- 
shal in  charge  of  the  west  for  Universal’s 
exhibitor-sponsored  Blumberg  drive,  was 
here  Sunday  and  Monday  for  a meeting 
with  local  officials,  salesmen  and  per- 
sonnel. 


Long-Termer  to  Romero 

Hollywood — Cesar  Romero  has  been 
handed  a long-term  contract  by  20th-Pox. 


Beans  and  Caviar 


Kansas  City — Charley  Barnes,  manager 
of  the  Fox  Granada,  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
doesn’t  think  much  of  a recent  studio  re- 
lease which  said  the  industry  wants  to 
give  the  public  caviar  in  the  way  of  film, 
but  they  only  want  corned  beef  and  cab- 
bage. 

Barnes  comments  boxoffice  receipts  al- 
ways are  better  on  the  romantic  type  of 
picture  rather  than  the  razzle-dazzle  sort, 
and  he  feels  Hollywood  studios  too  often 
camouflage  their  “bean”  pictures  as  caviar; 
the  public  finds  it  out,  and  there  you  are. 
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IIL  III  M C O IIL  M 


Midwestern  Exhibitors  in  Hollywood — 

Left:  Mrs.  C.  W.  Lavjrence  (left),  owner  of  the  Crown  Theatre  at  Dodge 
City,  Kas.,  compares  notes  with  Gale  Page  during  a recent  visit  to  the 
Warner  studio  in  Burbank.  Right:  At  a later  date,  hut  in  the  same  studio, 
C.  L.  McVey,  operator  of  the  Dreamland  at  Herington,  Kas.,  chats  with 
Miss  Page  on  the  “Four  Wives”  set. 


€>  PI  A IIHII  A 


INTRODUCING  to  the  Omaha  trade  ter- 
ritory: Don  Allen,  new  manager  at  the 
Omaha  Theatre  succeeding  Eddie  Fores- 
ter . . . Allen  was  formerly  manager  of 
the  Des  Moines  Theatre  and  has  been  as- 
sociated with  Tl’i-States  for  13  years  . . . 
He  is  married  and  has  a pet  spaniel  dog 
. . . Don  says  he’s  a lousy  golfer,  a fair 
ping  pong  player  and  an  expert  at  sit- 
ting around  telling  stories. 

Hazel  Anderson,  M-G-M  booker,  is  re- 
covering nicely  from  a broken  leg  and  : 
now  home  from  the  hospital.  In  case  you 
haven’t  heard  the  details.  Hazel  was  run 
into  by  a girl  while  bicycling  . . . Harriet 
Wolsky,  United  Artists  cashier,  is  back 
from  her  vacation,  she  wants  her  friends 
to  know. 

J.  H.  Hoffberg  of  New  York,  who  han- 
dles foreign  pictures,  was  here  on  a busi- 
ness trip  to  see  Sol  Francis  of  American 
Distributing  . . . Evelyn  Cannon,  Metro 
cashier,  is  on  the  vacation  list  . . . George 
Bonacci,  handsome  United  Artists  ad 
salesman,  has  returned  from  a trip  to 
Denver. 

J.  Harrison  Jones,  assistant  ad  sales 
manager  for  Fox,  has  resigned  and  is  now 
in  Kansas  City  working  in  a shoe  store 
. . . Lou  Levy,  Grand  National  boss,  was 
here  on  his  regular  trip  between  Omaha 


YOU  CANT  BEAT 

South  American  Jip  Hulless;  Finest  (pial- 
ity;  Fargre,  Tender,  Tasty 

POPCORN 

Handling:  Only  Iowa’s  Finest  Corn 

FLAVE-O-NUT  Seasoning  Is  a Pure,  Sweet, 
Neutral  Cocoanut  Oil  Well  Colored. 

Write  for  Prices 

POPPERS'  SUPPLY  CO. 

nrUE  MELCHEK 

1717  AVyandotte  GR  0672 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


and  Des  Moines  . . . Davenport  street 
once  more  in  the  throes  of  WPAving. 

Sid  McArdle,  United  Artists  shipper,  is 
now  vacationing  in  Kansas  . . . Ann  Fra- 
nek,  RKO  inspectress,  also  on  the  vaca- 
tion list.  Say,  does  this  vacation  thing 
go  on  forever?  . . . F.  J.  Hrachovec  has 
closed  the  Alta  Theatre  at  Alta,  la.,  ac- 
cording to  reports  . . . M.  D.  Lyhane  has 
opened  the  Oak  Theatre  at  Wood  River, 
Neb. 

Harold  Neuman  of  Western  Theatre 
Supply  introduced  Boxoffice  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  V.  W.  Smith,  Empress  Theatre,  Ak- 
ro?i,  la.,  who  report  that  crop  conditions 
in  their  area  are  “not  so  good.”  The 
Smiths  have  been  exhibitors  for  three 
years  and  enjoy  the  industry  very  much 
...  A.  Burrus,  Isis  Theatre,  Crete,  Neb., 
was  on  the  Row. 

The  Fox  peddlers  went  to  Des  Moines 
for  a sales  meeting.  Tlrose  making  the 
trip  included  Joe  Scott,  exchange  boss; 
Rube  Wagle,  booker;  Fred  Miller,  ad  sales, 
and  the  three  salesmen,  Gordon  Halloran, 
Bob  Berke  and  Harold  Ironfield  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Thacker,  exhibitors  at 
Sioux  City,  la.,  were  in  town. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Schreiber  of  the  Royal  The- 
atre, Wisner,  Neb.,  and  her  mother,  Nor- 
man Olson,  Royal  manager,  and  his  sis- 
ter, are  taking  a motor  trip  through  the 
western  states.  They  will  be  gone  about 
three  weeks  ...  A rare  visitor  on  Dav- 
enport St.:  Dr.  J.  S.  Sanders,  Princess 
Theatre,  Sanborn,  la. 

Spotted  on  Filmi’ow:  E.  C.  Lund,  Glud 
Theatre,  Viborg,  S.  D.;  L.  A.  Bramson, 
State,  Elk  Point,  S.  D.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carl  Bailey,  Pawnee,  Pawnee  City,  Neb.; 
Fred  Dethlefs,  Crystal,  Manning,  la. 


Selznick  Holds  Marshal 

Hollywood — David  Selznick  has  signed 
Alan  Marshal,  featured  player,  for  an- 
other year. 


DON’  T tell  Russ  Egner,  but  Sol  Yeager, 
his  prize  salesman,  is  said  to  have 
persuaded  Frank  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice, 
to  come  up  to  the  hoss  races  so  he  could 
sell  him  film  and  make  a bit  of  money 
on  the  side  on  the  nags.  Anyway,  that’s 
where  they  were  doing  business  last  week 
. . . Howard  Federer  finally  had  to  go  to 
Denver  to  get  away  from  the  pari-mutuel 
windows,  almost  finishing  in  hock  . . . Bob 
Livingston,  whose  nerves  are  not  what 
they  once  were,  stayed  away  and  didn’t 
bet  on  a single  nag. 

Ed  Vaughn  says  most  of  the  gals  he 
knows  must  be  singers,  only  they  run  the 
scale  a little  differently — “dough  pay  me” 

. . . Mance  Lofgren  and  his  wife  took  a 
week  off  for  that  vacation  . . . Several 
faces  and  desk-labels  are  to  change  on 
theatre  Row  in  the  next  30  days  . . . Bob 
Huffman  and  his  wife  took  their  maid  and 
went  out  to  do  the  State  Fair  midway  on 
passes.  Every  time  there  was  a particu- 
larly violent  ride  on  the  pass,  Huffman 
wished  his  off  on  the  maid  . . . Blue 
Barron  and  Paul  Whiteman  are  coming 
in  at  the  Turnpike  Casino  soon. 

J.  H.  Cooper  picked  a fine  day  to  come 
to  town — pay  day  . . . Wally  Johnson,  the 
Friend  impresario,  spends  more  time  here 
than  he  does  at  home.  Incidentally,  the 
gal.  Lulu  Paulson,  his  entry  in  the  beauty 
contest  of  1937,  a state  affair,  has  gained 
30  pounds  since  then,  she  says  . . . 
Graham’s  Western  Riders,  the  Salina,  Kas., 
kids,  age  21/2  to  18,  all  seven  of  them, 
announced  at  the  State  Fair  here  that 
they  had  been  signed  for  appearance  in 
Gene  Autry’s  next  film  . . . Milton  Over- 
man, one-time  manager  of  the  Varsity 
here,  is  slated  to  come  from  Colorado  to 
join  Ralph  Goldberg  Enterprises  in  Oma- 
ha. It  may  mean  a general  move  for  the 
managers  of  the  allied  L.  L.  Dent- West- 
land  Theatres  and  the  Nebraska  Theatres, 
Inc.,  a T.  B.  Noble-Howard  Federer  setup 
here. 

Frank  Roberts,  auditor  with  the  J.  H. 
Cooper  Enterprises  of  Colorado  and  Ne- 
braska, has  been  noticed.  He  says  he’s 
slated  to  join  another  western  theatre  cir- 
cuit ...  Ed  Schoenthal’s  idea  of  sending 
regards  from  Holdrege  is  not  bad.  He  dis- 
patches a comely  blonde  to  deliver  same 
in  person.  Those  he  thinks  a lot  of  are 
lucky. 

The  only  guy  seen  more  on  theatre  Row 
with  his  own  wife  than  Boxoffice  is  Joe 
Scott  of  20th  Century-Fox  . . . Mournful 
news  for  Harry  Shumow:  About  the  loud- 
est thing  in  shirts  this  year  is  a white 
with  a light  blue  stripe. 

Ken  Barrett  Will  Manage 
Kaycee  Giles  Theatre 

Kansas  City — John  Wolfberg,  who  last 
week  reopened  the  former  Mokan  as  the 
new  Giles  Theatre,  has  named  Ken  Bar- 
rett as  manager.  Barrett  was  with  the 
Dickinson  circuit  in  Fayette,  Mo.,  and 
Herington  and  Olathe,  Kas.,  for  five  years, 
and  previously  was  with  Isadora  N.  E. 
Krutman  in  the  theatre  business  in  New 
York. 
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Film  Cobweb  Painter 
For  Short  Subject 

Shenandoah,  la. — A crew  of  camera- 
men, reported  to  represent  Scientific 
Films,  has  been  taking  some  shots  of 
Mrs.  James  Campin  of  near  here,  at 
her  hobby — painting  pictures  on  cob- 
webs. 

The  cameramen  say  they  are  put- 
ting together  an  "unusual  occupations" 
film  to  be  released  through  Paramount. 


Jones  and  Davis  Lead  K.  C. 
Opening  Bowling  Games 

Kansas  City — The  Variety  Club  started 
its  1939-40  bowling  season  Friday  evening, 
September  8,  at  the  Pla-Mor  with  eight 
teams  rolling  under  the  leadership  of  new 
president,  Leon  S.  Abraham.  Jimmie 
Lewis  is  vice-president  and  Frank  Lam- 
bader  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  There 
are  several  new  bowlers  in  the  league  with 
C.  Borg,  Rubinger  and  Hammer  shooting 
on  the  Warner  Bros,  quintet.  Results: 


TISAM 

Film  Deliverv  

. . . 745 

840 

715 

FCT. 

2300 

Barkers 

. . . 813 

825 

742 

2380 

National  Screen  . . . 

. . . 588 

589 

752 

1929 

AVariier  Bros 

639 

741 

2054 

Dubinsk.>'  Bros.  . . . 

. . 711 

774 

779 

2264 

Den  Davis  

...  712 

800 

821 

2543 

Fintoii  Jones  

. . . 746 

796 

742 

2278 

Cinema  Club  

. . . 673 

743 

634 

2050 

TK.VM 

STANDINGS 

Won  Lost 

Pet. 

Finton  Jones  

5 

0 

1.000 

Don  Davis  

.....  3 

() 

l.OiK) 

Barkers 

9 

1 

.667 

Warner  Bros 

2 

1 

.667 

Film  Delivery,  . . , 

1 

2 

.333 

National  .Screen  . . . 

1 

2 

.333 

Dubinsk.v  Bros 

0 

3 

.000 

Cinema  Club  

0 

3 

.000 

NEXT  WEEK’S  SCHEDULE 

Don  Davis  vs.  Eiiiton  >J«nes Alle.vs  19-20 

Dubiiisky  Bros.  vs.  Cinema  Club ...  Alle.vs  21-22 

Barkers  vs.  Warner  Bros Alle.vs  23-24 

Eilm  Deliverv  vs.  Nat’l  Screen.  ..  .Alleys  25-26 

No  Refunds  in  Theatre 
Money-Back  Guarantee 

St.  Paul,  Minn. — The  Roxy  Theatre 
here,  advertising  RKO’s  “Career,”  offered 
a money-back  guarantee  to  patrons.  News- 
paper display  ads  read:  “We  have  such 
confidence  in  the  entertainment  that  we 
offer  you  an  unconditional  money-baci.. 
guarantee  if  you  are  not  100  per  cent  sat- 
isfied.” Management  states  it  was  no„ 
compelled  to  refund  a single  admission. 


"Hollywood  Cavalcade" 
Trade  Showing  Soon 

Minneapolis — Joe  Podoloff,  20th-Fox 
branch  manager,  announces  that  within 
the  next  several  weeks,  there  will  be  a 
special  trade  showing  of  “Hollywood  Cav- 
alcade.” The  date  and  place  will  be  de- 
cided upon  next  week,  he  says.  “It’s  one 
of  the  finest  pictures  ever  produced  by 
20th-Pox,”  according  to  Joe. 


CENTRAL  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 
WESTEUN  ELECTRIC  MIRROPHONIC  SOUND 
E.  C.  LEEVES,  General  Manager 
130  West  18th  St.  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


WALT  KIRKHAM  of  Commonwealth 
and  John  Scott  of  Republic  returned 
this  week  from  Minnesota  without  any 
fish.  Explanation:  There  is  a 24-pound 
limit  on  the  amount  of  fish  that  can  be 
taken  from  the  state,  and  none  of  the  fish 
the  boys  caught  was  that  small. 

Jim  Poland  of  the  Astor  Pictures  ex- 
change has  received  an  autographed  copy 
of  “My  Life,  East  and  West’’  from  Wm.  S. 
Hart,  the  author. 

Social  Notes:  Lucille  Gibian  at  Majes- 
tic is  engaged  to  Morris  Ellis  . . . Vir- 
ginia Ziegler  and  Walt  Lambader  of  Met- 
ro, it  is  said  officially,  are  engaged  . . . 
Mrs.  William  Johnson  lEthel  Morrow  to 
you),  St.  Louis,  is  here  visiting  her  par- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Morrow. 

L.  J.  Kimbriel  has  sold  an  additional 
160  Heywood-Wake field  seats  to  O.  L. 
Christian,  who  is  readying  a new  house  at 
Blue  Mound,  Kas.,  making  a total  of  400 
in  all. 

Two  regulars  on  the  Row  this  week: 
Elmer  Bills,  Lyric,  Salisbury,  Mo.,  and 
Frank  Anderson,  Family,  Kirksville,  Mo. 

The  Palace,  downtown  subsequent,  is  to 
be  remodeled,  according  to  D.  Donnici,  who 
has  just  made  a new  long-term  lease  on 
the  house.  Donnici  has  operated  it  many 
years. 

Our  sympathy  to  O.  F.  (Doc)  Hitchler, 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 


Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 


Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone;  GRand  0134 


Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


manager  of  the  Vista  Theatre,  who  is 
mourning  the  loss  of  his  younger  brother, 
night  club  entertainer. 

Add  Row  visitors:  O.  L.  Christian  and 
daughter.  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo.;  Frank 
Weary,  Richmond,  Mo.;  Jack  Johnston, 
McPherson,  Kas.;  Lee  Sproule,  Newton, 
Kas.  . . . T.  S.  “Curly”  Wilson  of  Excel- 
sior Springs  was  seen  on  the  Row  Mon- 
day wearing  a beard  in  celebration  for  the 
Mulesta  in  the  resort  toivn. 

R.  W.  McEwan  says  41  years  in  the 
motion  picture  business  is  too  long.  Last 
week  we  had  him  in  films  since  1898,  the 
year  he  entered  “show”  business  at  the 
Greater  American  Exposition  in  Omaha. 
He  entered  film  business  in  1906  or  1907 
as  a projectionist  in  Omaha. 

Minneapolis  Time  Allots 
Day  to  Danish  Film 

Minneapolis — The  Time  Theatre  here 
interrupted  an  indefinite  run  of  “Clouds 
Over  Europe”  for  a one-day  showing  of 
a Danish  film,  “The  King  Decreed,”  pre- 
viously arranged  for  in  conjunction  with 
local  Danes. 


Scripts  Autry  Starrer 

Hollywood — Karen  De  Wolfe  is  adapt- 
ing “Down  by  the  Old  Mill  Stream”  for 
Republic  as  a Gene  Autry  starrer. 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr.,  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St. — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 
Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo,,  Kan.,  Neb.,  lowo 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— — A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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J^KO’s  district  manager,  L.  E.  Goldham- 
mer,  visiting  Des  Moines  branch  . . . 
Mae  Johnson,  United  Artists  cashier, 
plighted  her  troth,  but  she’ll  combine 
housewife  duties  with  those  of  her  pres- 
ent position  . . . Charlie  Jackson,  veteran 
Warner  salesman,  making  Duluth  his 
headquarters  during  the  hay  fever  season, 
but  Charlie  Wiener  of  Monogram  claims 
the  night  he  saw  Charlie  the  latter’s  nose 
was  “running  worse  than  ever.”  Seems 
funny,  though,  because  Charlie  usually 
finds  relief  at  the  head  of  the  lakes’  city 
. . . RKO  reissuing  the  “March  of  Time” 
edition  devoted  to  the  Maginot  Line  and 
expects  many  sales  because  of  the  sub- 
ject’s timeliness. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls, 
Mmn.;  Jack  Wright,  Red  Wing,  Minn.; 
Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.;  A.  T. 
Sanvig,  Starbuck,  Minn.;  C.  Charboneau. 
Baldwin,  Wis.;  Walt  Lower,  Moose  Lake, 
Minn.;  Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  Tom 
Hall,  Buhl,  Minn.;  Mike  Dufae,  Milbank, 
S.  D.,  and  L.  W.  Roth,  Estelline,  S.  D.  . . . 
Morrie  Abrams,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  ac- 
companied Salesman  Mickey  Coen  on  a 
South  Dakota  trip  in  the  interests  of 
"Wizard  of  Oz”  . . . "Hy”  Chapman,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager,  visited  western 
Wisconsin  accounts  . . . Bill  Evidoji,  Co- 
lumbia head  booker,  escaped  with  slight 
injuries  when  he  wrecked  his  car  in  order 
to  avoid  hitting  another  auto.  He  ran  the 
machine  into  the  side  of  a bridge  . . . 
Gene  Meredith  of  Warner  preparmg  tc 
move  into  town  from  his  summer  lake 
home. 

Cold  and  rainy  weather  hurt  theatre 
business  plenty  this  week  . . . C.  K.  Olson, 
Warner  branch  manager,  called  on  south- 
ern Minnesota  accounts  . . . W.  R.  Prank, 
independent  circuit  operator,  was  taken  ill 
in  California  and  compelled  to  cut  his  va- 
cation short.  He  had  intended  to  remain 
three  weeks,  but  was  back  in  one  . . 
Mrs.  Sol  Lebedoff,  wife  of  the  local  in- 
dependent exhibitor,  recovering  from  a 
serious  illness  . . . Most  managers  to  get 
together  in  one  time  in  the  Welworth 
Theatres’  organization  sat  around  the 
luncheon  table  for  a general  meeting. 
E.  R.  Ruben,  head  of  the  big  indepen- 
dent circuit,  presided  over  a roundtable 
conference  . . . ’Tis  said  that  “Nickey” 
Goldhammer,  recently  promoted  to  RKO 
district  manager,  told  those  assembled  at 
the  dinner  in  his  honor  that  henceforth 
he’ll  only  see  'Twin  City  exhibitors  by  ap- 
pointment . . . Solly  Fisher  wants  it  made 
public  that  he’s  changing  his  office  from 
the  Campus  to  the  Varsity  Theatre. 

Fred  Ableson,  RKO  salesman,  and  the 
missus  were  visitors  in  La  Crosse,  ’tVzs. 
. . . Harold  Boyd,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Hollywood,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  sight- 
saw Minneapolis  on  his  vacation  . . . Sol 
Lebedoff  spending  much  time  in  the  of- 
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fice  of  John  J.  Friedl,  general  manager 
of  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  trying 
to  induce  the  latter  to  release  "Hitler,  the 
Beast  of  Berlin”  to  his  Homewood  Theatre 
. . . Al  Lee  went  fishing  t’other  day  and 
complained  that  all  he  could  catch  was 
Norwegian  bass. 

Eddie  Swanson  of  the  Metro  Theatre, 
Red  Wing,  Minn.,  delighting  locals  with 
his  stories  of  experiences  during  his  re- 
cent vacation  in  the  Arkansas  Ozarks.  He 
advises  that  the  hill  billies  don’t  like  Bob 
Burns,  alleging  that  the  Paramount  star 
libels  the  mountain  folks  . . . Mannie 
Goodman,  the  popular  “Hollywood”  val- 
ance man,  stretching  out  a quick  selling 
trip  here.  Likes  Minneapolis,  he  says,  and 
who  can  blame  him?  . . . Charlie  DuRyk, 
the  “Ten-O-Win”  gent  with  the  catchy 
smile,  bouncing  in  and  out  of  town  as  he 
continues  his  campaign  of  installations 
. . . The  Fiddlers’  Club  of  younger  film 
men  has  decided  to  remain  in  its  present 
quarters  until  January  1,  after  which  it 
will  take  over  the  rooms  of  a well-known 
fraternal  organization,  if  present  plans 
materialize  . . . Ben  Ashe  back  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Bennie  Berger  independent 
circuit  as  general  manager.  He  answered 
Berger’s  summons,  but  will  retain  his 
Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  theatre  just  the  same, 
managing  it  from  Minneapolis.  He  re- 
signed from  the  Berger  staff  to  devote 
himself  to  the  showhouse. 

George  Turner,  M-G-M  salesman,  says 
that  Roy  Horton,  Lindstrom,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, is  especially  eager  to  get  "The 
Wizard  of  Oz”  because  he  has  a nephew, 
one  of  the  dwarfs,  playing  a role  in  the 
picture  . . . Sam  Zuckman  is  blue  be- 
cause a new  theatre  is  being  built  three 
miles  from  his  Mound  showhouse.  Too 
much  opposition  in  the  business  now,  he 
says  ...  A full-page  display  ad  was  run 
in  the  Sunday  newspaper  for  20th-Fooc’s 
"The  Ram  Came.”  A huge  Chesterfield 
ad  in  the  local  dailies  this  week  ran  an 
an  inset  plugging  "Beau  Geste.”  A nice 
break  for  the  State  Theatre  where  the 
picture  now  is  holding  forth. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  president  of  Northwest 
Allied  and  Twin  City  Variety  Club  chief 
barker,  has  wagered  a sizable  sum  at  one 
to  five  odds  on  Pastor  to  win  from  Joe 
Louis  at  Detroit  when  they  clash  for  the 
heavyweight  championship.  Steffes,  of 
course,  will  be  at  the  ringside  . . . Ben 
Spewak  delaying  his  theatre  projects  to 
give  more  attention  to  football.  He  goes 
to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  September  30  to 
scout  Purdue,  a future  Minnesota  foe, 
against  Notre  Dame  . . . Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  managers  gave  a testimonial 
dinner  for  John  J.  Fi'iedl,  the  circuit’s 
general  manager,  showing  their  esteem 
for  “the  big  boss”  . . . With  war  interest 
at  fever  pitch,  Irving  Gillman  is  stress- 
ing the  newsreels  at  his  Time  'Theatre. 
He  uses  three  “airplane  editions” — those 
of  M-G-M,  Pathe  and  20th-Fox  . . . 
Charlie  Winchell,  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  publicity  head,  host  to  20  of  the  com- 
pany’s managers  and  office  employes  on 
a fishing  trip  to  Lake  Mille  Lac. 

Mother  and  dad  of  Roy  Slentz,  Gopher 
manager,  up  from  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  for 


Grant  Meadows  Transfer 
Stock  Issuing  Right 

Des  Moines — Meadows  Transfer  Co.,  re- 
cently taken  over  by  lies  and  McKinney 
of  Iowa  Film,  was  one  of  23  firms  grant- 
ed the  privilege  of  issuing  stock  for  other 
than  cash  by  the  state  executive  coimcil 
here  last  week. 

The  stock  is  issued  against  property 
under  a section  of  state  law  which  re- 
quired corporations  making  such  issues 
to  obtain  first  the  auproval  of  the  state 
executive  council.  Approvals  followed  ap- 
praisal of  the  properties. 

Tells  Kaycee  Variety  of 
Her  Trip  to  Hollywood 

Kansas  City — Addressing  Variety  Club 
Monday  at  the  first  lunch  meeting  of  the 
fall  was  Pauline  Phillips,  14-year-old  girl 
from  the  Inter-Denominational  Home, 
whom  the  club  recently  sent  to  Holly- 
wood as  guest  of  Paramoimt  and  Linda 
Ware,  told  of  her  trip.  Miss  LaVere  Smith, 
superintendent  of  the  home  and  chap- 
eron of  Pauline  on  the  trip,  was  with  her 
at  the  luncheon.  Jerry  Zigmond  of  the 
Newman  presided. 

Stanley  Goldberg  Office 
Manager  lor  Monogram 

Kansas  City — Douglas  Desch,  branch 
manager  for  Monogram,  has  appointed 
Stanley  Goldberg  as  office  manager,  city 
salesman  and  booker.  Goldberg,  who  at 
one  time  occupied  the  post  of  booker  at 
Monogram  for  a year,  succeeds  Frank 
Foley,  who  has  been  ordered  by  his  doctor 
to  return  to  Denver  for  an  operation. 
Goldberg  has  been  selling  theatre  pre- 
miums the  past  year  or  two. 


Assigned  "Nick  Carter" 

Hollywood — Metro  has  assigned  Jacques 
Tourneur  to  direct  “Nick  Carter,”  first 
in  a projected  series  which  Lucien  Hub- 
bard will  produce. 


a visit  . . . Bill  Donald  of  Paramount 
back  from  a two  weeks’  honeymoon  and 
domiciled  in  a new  home  . . . Don  Con- 
ley, Columbia  northern  Minnesota  sales- 
man, in  Asbury  Hospital,  recuperating 
from  a successful  appendectomy  . . . 
Paramount  here  enjoyed  an  exceptionally 
good  "Paramount  Week”  . . . B.  L.  Nath- 
anson.  Monogram  co-franchise  holder,  re- 
ceiving congratulations  in  consequence  of 
his  son’s  marriage. 

Harold  Lyon,  20th-Fox  salesman,  had 
to  rush  delivery  of  his  new  auto  when 
the  old  car  broke  down,  causing  Harold 
to  use  the  trains  for  transportation  . . . 
Harold  B.  Johnson,  Universal  branch 
manager,  back  from  a Chicago  sales  con- 
ference . . . Moe  Levy,  S.  R.  Kent  drive 
leader,  and  W.  C.  Gehring,  division  man- 
ager, here  to  address  a 20th-Fox  sales 
meeting  . . . Jennie  Smeby  of  Univer- 
sal vacationing  in  California.  A visit  to 
the  studio  is  one  of  the  anticipated  treats 
. . . Daughter  of  Ben  Friedman,  promi- 
nent independent  circuit  operator,  wed- 
ded. 
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....AW,  SHUCKS! 

— From  the  Tall  Corn — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 


They  say  Leo  Wolcott  is  being  welcomed 
home  to  Eldora  after  having  spent  the 
entire  summer  wandering  from  golf 
tournament  to  golf  tournament  . . . who’d 
suspect  the  dapper  owner  of  the  Grand 
to  be  a tramp  athlete? 


M.  J.  Pauver,  who  operates  in  Brook- 
lyn and  Victor,  tells  us  we  had  him  going 
to  the  world’s  fair  when  he  didn’t  ...  he 
just  said  he  was  going  which  is  an  en- 
tirely different  matter,  he  assures  us. 
But  he  must  be  a right  guy,  because  he 
was  carrying  a copy  of  Boxoffice  in  his 
hip  pocket. 


Who  is  the  Kaycee  outfit  rumored  to  be 
looking  at  Guthrie  Center  with  an  eye  to 
putting  in  a new  theatre? 


Art  Sunde  of  the  Elma  at  Elma,  la., 
ran  off  a reel  of  his  16mm  local  news 
stuff  for  us  at  Service  Theatre  Monday 
. . . he  says  it  packs  his  show  every  time 
he  uses  it.  The  ones  he  took  of  Mitzi 
and  Boxoffice  won’t. 


Jess  Carter  says  he  not  only  stopped 
at  Ruthven  to  see  Lyle  Nolan,  but  went 
on  to  Rainy  Lake  and  Lake  of  the  Woods 
in  Canada.  Jess  does  some  fancy  raves 
on  Lyle’s  Technicolor  films,  and  says  he’s 
never  seen  any  better  done  commercially. 


We  hear  some  good  tales  on  Ina  Miller, 
bookkeeper  at  the  Princess  Theatre  in 
Boone.  They  say  she  can  make  a penny 
cover  more  territory  than  the  Louisiana 
purchase. 


We  hope  those  Pioneer  circuiteers  trans- 
ferred to  Webster  City,  Jefferson  and 
Spencer  are  having  some  luck  finding 
places  to  live.  The  last  time  we  heard, 
the  going  was  tough. 


Unless  we’re  quite  mistaken,  we  saw 
either  Abe  Frankie  of  DM  or  his  twin 
brother  passing  the  Lyceum  Theatre  in 
Duluth,  Minn.,  Friday.  The  Lyceum  was 
advertising  “Each  Dawn  I Die’’  and  the 
house  looked  as  if  it  weren’t  going  to  wait 
’til  dawn. 


We  had  to  go  all  the  way  to  St.  Croix 
Palls,  Wis.,  so  we  could  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  those  placards  advertis- 
ing “The  Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid”  for  the 
St.  Croix  Palls  Auditorium  put  an  incor- 
rect “e”  on  “Cisco.” 


Some  enterprising  exhibitor  ought  to 
load  a pack  and  a canoe  on  his  back  and 
invade  that  section  of  lakes  off  the  Gun 
Flint  Trail.  We  did  both  to  spend  three 
days  up  there  and  the  only  film  we  saw 
all  that  time  was  on  the  water. 


The  Rex  Theatre  in  Iowa  Palls  is  hem- 
med in  by  two  Schlitz  taverns  on  one  side 
and  a Schmidt’s  and  a Budweiser  on  the 
other. 


'The  Kucharo  Construction  Co.,  Des 
Moines,  has  been  awarded  the  contract 
for  remodeling  the  old  Columbia  Theatre 
in  Davenport.  The  new  theatre  will  be 
known  as  the  Time.  The  project  will  cost 
$20,000. 


The  Lido  and  Windsor  theatres  in 
Hampton,  Iowa,  are  very  chummy.  They 
advertise  their  coming  attractions  on  the 
same  sheet  of  cardboard,  each  using  one 
side.  We  picked  one  up  at  a filling  sta- 
tion. 


The  new  Rialto  Theatre  in  Pocahontas, 
la.,  erected  by  Jack  Bouma,  has  been 
opened.  The  building  which  is  36x127 
feet,  has  a terra  cotta  and  ceramic  tiled 
front  of  modern  design.  The  theatre  has 
432  seats  and  has  two  entrances  with  39- 
inch  aisles. 


Remodeling  work  is  being  done  on  the 
Empire  Theatre  Bldg.,  formerly  occupied 
by  George  Norman,  preparatory  to  the 
opening  of  a third  moving  picture  house 
in  Storm  Lake.  Norman  moved  out  of  the 
building  when  the  new  Vista  was  com- 
pleted last  September. 


JOY  HODGES,  in  the  role  of  Gil  Door- 
* ley’s  modest,  blushing  bride,  made  quite 
a showing  with  a four-column  and  a 
three-column  picture  of  the  goings-on 
in  the  Register  and  Tribune. 

A long  time  ago  Jerry  Banta  over  at 
Metro  said  he’d  come  to  terms  with  the 
stork  if  he  could  make  a deal  for  a little 
number  like  Mitzi.  And  now  he’s  claiming 
he  got  a better  deal  Friday  with  some  108 
ounces  of  Banta  femininity  . . . Grace 
Blanshan  is  the  new  face  at  Fox.  She’s 
there  because  Edith  Levitt  decided  Mau- 
rie  Cohen  is  a better  bet  than  a type- 
writer. 

Stan  Mayer  gave  Mitzi  a ruler  (but  we 
use  it,  and  on  her!)  and  a balloon  in  his 
office.  The  balloon  popped  just  outside 
the  Pox  door,  so  Hershey  Bar  Harry  came 
to  the  rescue  with  a false  face  and  two 
balloons.  Speaking  of  good-natured  Gott- 
lieb, he’s  powerful  curious  as  to  where  we 
got  the  dope  on  him  for  Ashby’s  column 
— of  course,  we  ain’t  a-sayin’  beyond  the 
fact  that  our  source  was  a reliable  one 
and  so  near  it  could  bite  him.  Mayer 
was  admiring  the  beautiful  full-page  roto 
layout  on  “The  Rains  Came,”  which  was 
handled  in  the  dashing  Clayton  style.  The 
Mayers  celebrated  their  tenth  anniver- 
sary September  4 with  14  guests  at  the 
Fort  Des  Moines  . . . Stan  says  married 
men  don’t  live  long,  it  just  seems  long 
(easy,  Mrs.  Mayer,  he  grinned  when  he 
said  it) . 

M.  A.  Levy  and  Wm.  C.  Gehring  held 
their  second  drive  meeting  in  Des  Moines 
Tuesday  . . . Fox  closed  a deal  with  Cen- 


Vet,  Showmen  Meet 
In  Boone,  la. 

Boone,  la. — One  hundred  ninety- 
three  years  of  show  business  were 
lumped  together  in  Boone  the  other 
day. 

Ben  Wiley,  61,  who  was  treasurer  of 
Boyd's  Theatre  in  Omaha  for  ten  years 
and  later  operated  theatre  in  Boone, 
was  conferring  with  Hugh  Ettinger, 
who  launched  his  career  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  more  than  60  years  ago  in  "Rip 
Van  Winkle"  and  has  been  operating 
road  shows  since  then,  and  with  Doc 
Waddell,  67,  veteran  circus  and  carni- 
val press  agent. 


Holfberg  in  Minneapolis 
For  "Living  Dead"  Run 

Minneapolis — Here  to  arrange  for  the 
distribution  in  this  territory  of  “The  Liv- 
ing Dead,”  pre-Hitler  picture  banned  by 
the  fuehrer  because  it  was  produced  by 
Jews  and  smuggled  out  of  Germany,  J.  H. 
Hoffberg  of  New  York  is  expected  to  close 
for  a loop  first-rrm  in  Minneapolis. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Minneapolis,  Hoff- 
berg, prominent  in  the  state-rights  field, 
toured  the  principal  key  spots  of  the  coun- 
try and  made  a number  of  circuit  deals 
for  the  picture.  He  reports  increasing  in- 
terest everywhere  in  foreign  films. 


tral  States  for  the  1939-40  product  for 
Iowa  and  Omaha  last  week.  Carl  Sokoloff 
attended  an  Ivry  Club  conclave  over  La- 
bor Day  in  Sioux  City,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  car  in  which  he  was  riding 
burned  up  near  Guthrie  Center. 

A card  posted  in  New  Orleans  Septem- 
ber 5 by  Art  Catlin,  United  Artists  press 
agent,  shows  him  to  be  a most  versatile 
individual.  He  writes  backhand,  forehand 
and  prints  with  equal  dexterity  . . . lies 
and  McKinney  no  sooner  got  back  from 
California  than  they  each  bought  an  In- 
dian motorcycle.  Sounds  crazy,  but  we 
still  got  faith  in  Iowa  Film’s  YMCA  boys. 

Thirty  holes  of  golf  Sunday  made  Sy 
Harlan  red  as  a beet,  but  you  can’t  spoil 
Sy’s  natural  beauty  . . . Don’t  forget  to 
stop  in  at  Iowa  Film  and  have  Les  Knapp 
tell  you  about  his  operation.  We  did  and 
found  it  most  enlightening.  Those  little 
appendix,  it  seems,  aren’t  where  we 
though  they  were  at  all,  and  we’ll  betcha 
they’ve  got  you  fooled  too  . . . Dick  Kap- 
ler looked  blue  as  Kentucky  grass,  and 
although  we’re  not  at  all  inquisitive 
(that’s  what  I said!),  we  discovered  the 
drooping  Kapler  jowls  hung  like  that  be- 
cause Loretta  Hidlebaugh  of  Bagley,  la., 
is  off  on  a vacation.  Loretta  was  men- 
tioned in  Ashby’s  column  as  an  “ideal 
date,”  and  a reliable  source  reports  that 
Dick’s  trying  to  change  that  second  ‘d’ 
to  ‘m’. 

At  least  one  Filmrowess  was  tickled  pink 
when  Walt  “Dimples”  Lohman  visited 
DM  from  Kaycee  last  week. 
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B&K  Arguments  in  Contempt 
Suit  Slated  for  Sept.  18 


Chicago — Tlie  defense  in  the  govern- 
ment’s criminal  contempt  suit  based  on 
the  1932  consent  decree  will  begin  its  case 
Monday,  September  18,  before  Edgar  El- 
dredge,  special  master  in  chancery,  ap- 
pointed to  hear  the  case  by  Federal  Judge 
Charles  Woodward. 

Defense  attorneys  have  indicated  they 
expect  to  have  their  case  in  by  the  end  of 
the  month,  at  which  time  Master  El- 
dredge  will  begin  preparation  of  his  recom- 
mendation to  Judge  Woodward. 

Master  Eldredge  did  as  he  had  indi- 
cated over  last  weekend  when  he  denied 
all  motions  that  had  been  presented  to 
him  by  the  defense.  He  contended  that, 
by  law,  he  is  not  permitted  to  make  any 
recommendations  until  he  hears  both 
sides  in  the  case.  The  defense  had  sought 
dismissal  of  all  parts  of  the  case,  or  at 
least,  striking  out  of  certain  sections,  on 
the  basis  that  the  government’s  witnesses 
were  incompetent  and  gave  hearsay  and 
opinionated  evidence. 

While  Master  Eldredge  continued  to  in- 
dicate that  he  must  hear  the  entire  case 
before  making  recommendations,  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  record  shows  that  there 
is  no  case  either  against  RKO  or  Univer- 
sal. Arthur  Goldberg,  of  the  law  firm  of 
Spitz  and  Adcock,  attorneys  for  RKO  and 
Universal,  presented  the  defense  argu- 
ments. 

It  is  thought  possible  that  the  master 
might  recommend  dismissal  of  RKO  and 
Universal  from  the  suit  after  the  entire 
case  is  heard. 

Defense  Gains  Point 

Lawyers  for  the  defense  gained  a point 
when  Robert  Wright,  attorney  for  the  de- 
partment of  justice,  admitted  the  govern- 
ment was  not  trying  to  prove  any  con- 
spiracy between  or  among  the  defendants. 
Wright  intimated  that  each  distributor 
separately  can  sell  B&K  but  that  that  right 
is  qualified  because  when  all  the  film  com- 
panies begin  selling  individually  they  can’t 
all  sell  B&K  because  that  would  leave  no 
major  product  for  any  independent  ex- 
hibitor who  might  want  to  open  a first- 
run  house  in  the  Chicago  loop  area. 

Defense  attorneys  offered  a number  of 


Good  Hunting! 


Kansas  City — C.  A.  Schultz,  head  of 
Commonwealth  Amusement  Corp.,  was 
back  east  recently  on  a vacation  trip.  He 
knows  only  three  persons  in  Boston,  of 
whom  Jack  Cameron,  Altec,  is  one.  With 
his  family,  Schultz  came  into  Boston  by 
boat,  disembarked  and  registered  at  the 
hotel.  He  told  Mrs.  Schultz  that  he  was 
going  out  and  try  to  locate  Filmrow.  Maybe 
he  could  find  one  of  the  three  persons  he 
knew.  He  walked  out  of  the  hotel,  and 
the  first  person  he  saw,  aside  from  the 
doorman,  was  Jack  Cameron,  who  was 
parking  his  car  across  the  street! 

The  Schultzes  and  the  Camerons  had  a 
very  nice  visit.  Cameron  sent  his  best  to 
his  friends  in  Kansas  City. 


arguments  as  to  why  the  case  should  be 
dismissed  or  various  parts  struck  out  dur- 
ing the  last  few  days  of  the  hearing  be- 
fore the  temporary  adjournment. 

Robert  Golding,  of  counsel  for  Barney 
Balaban,  B&K  and  Paramount,  presented 
the  most  complete  argument.  Taking 
testimony  of  the  government  attorneys, 
such  as  Aaron  Jones  sr.,  Johnny  Jones, 
both  of  Jones,  Linick  and  Schaefer;  Sam 
Meyers:  Edwin  Silverman  of  Essaness 
Theatres,  and  others,  he  argued  that  “the 
‘experts  of  the  government’  don’t  agree 
with  each  other,  and  don’t  agree  even  with 
themselves  on  cross-examination  as  com- 
pared with  direct  testimony.” 

He  attempted  to  show  that  the  govern- 
ment’s case  is  “based  on  two  cornerstones 
on  which  has  been  built  the  arch  of  con- 
spiracy: that  there  are  class  A and  B pic- 
tures, and  that  B&K  get  all  A pictures  and 
the  independents  are  offered  only  B pic- 
tures.” He  attempted  to  refute  this  con- 
tinually by  showing  the  incongruous  testi- 
mony of  the  various  government  witnesses. 
He  added  that  “the  government  witnesses 
say  what  to  them  at  the  moment  seems  to 
be  the  good  thing  to  say,  but  that  their 
opinions  are  complete  reversals  at  various 
times.” 

He  attempted  to  show  that  all  B&K  loop 
houses  don’t  play  A product,  as  the  term 
was  interpreted  by  the  various  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  who  testified  for  the  gov- 
ernment. Using  their  identifications  he 
said  that  the  Chicago  Theatre  during  the 
three-year  period  of  1935  and  1938  played 
40  per  cent  B pictures;  that  the  Apollo 
played  B product  91  per  cent  of  the  time. 
He  added  that  “the  independents  want 
class  A pictures  for  class  B prices.” 

At  one  time  he  referred  to  “manufac- 
tured evidence  in  letters,”  as  regards  testi- 
mony for  the  government  by  Robert  Far- 
rell, attorney  for  the  Oriental  Theatre 
Building  bondholders  committee. 

Fred  Pride,  New  York  attorney  for  20th 
Century-Fox,  stated  that  “the  evidence  did 
not  show  any  collusive  action  . . . Any 
company  can  adopt  any  business  practices 
such  as  selling  to  B&K  that  the  consent 
decree  of  1932  makes  possible  . . . Con- 
spiracy and  collective  action  must  be 
shown,  and  it  has  not  been.  Mr.  Wright 
admits  that  this  is  no  conspiracy  case, 
therefore  there  is  no  case  at  all  . . . It  is 
unfair  to  make  the  defendants  go  to  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  producing  witnesses 
to  a case  that  has  not  been  established.” 

Attorneys  for  Loew’s,  United  Artists, 
RKO,  Universal  and  Warner  Brothers,  also 
were  heard,  and  presented  substantially 
the  same  arguments. 


Assignment  for  Felton 

Hollywood  — Earl  Felton  will  script 
“Should  Wives  Work?”  for  Republic  as  the 
next  in  the  “Higgins  Family”  series. 


Long-Termer  to  Weidler 

Hollywood — Virginia  Weidler,  current- 
ly making  “Patsy”  for  the  studio,  has  been 
given  a new  long-term  contract  by  Metro. 


"Farmer"  Steiles  Chided 


Minneapolis — Merle  Potter,  Times- 
Tribzme  film  editor,  chides  W.  A.  Steffes, 
World  Theatre  owner  and  Twin  City  Va- 
riety Club  chief  barker  and  northwest 
Allied  president,  in  his  columns  regarding 
the  latter’s  farming  activities^ 

“A  hint  as  to  how  you  might  be  able 
to  get  into  show  business  the  easy  way,” 
said  Potter.  “Get  ahold  of  a sort  of  live- 
stock, and  fix  it  up  so  A1  Steffes,  pro- 
prietor of  the  World  Theatre,  gets  a look 
at  it.  If  A1  is  agriculturally  minded  at 
the  moment — and  he’s  that  way  most  of 
the  time — he’ll  trade  you  his  theatre, 
anything  else  he  owns  for  possession  of 
your  animal. 

“Three  years  ago  A1  would  have  been 
stumped  if  you  had  asked  him  to  name 
the  difference  between  a furrow  and  a 
whiffletree,  but  since  he  bought  his  17- 
acre  place  up  near  Aitken,  he  has  gone 
bucolic  to  the  limit.  A few  weeks  ago 
his  Shorthorn  bull,  Sultan  II,  won  a cou- 
ple of  blue  ribbons  at  the  Aitken  fair, 
delighting  A1  no  end.  He  has  more  farm- 
ing equipment  on  his  17-acre  estate  than 
any  place  of  its  size  in  the  state.” 


Rentals  and  Free  Shows 
Are  Wis,  IT  PA  Topics 

Milwaukee — Film  rentals,  free  show 
and  16mm  competition  are  all  slated  to 
come  up  for  discussion  at  the  annual  con- 
vention to  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and 
Upper  Michigan  to  be  held  here  Septem- 
ber 27  and  28. 

On  the  matter  of  film  rentals,  E.  F. 
Maertz,  president  of  the  association,  who 
has  just  returned  from  a trip  around  the 
state,  declared  he  was  surprised  to  find 
many  exhibitors  paying  over  40  per  cent  of 
their  gross  receipts  for  film  rentals. 

Maertz,  in  a letter  to  exhibitors,  has 
advised  theatremen  that  they  should  pay 
no  more  than  25  per  cent  of  their  gross 
receipts  for  film  rentals,  pointing  out 
that  where  such  rentals  exceed  this  per- 
centage some  other  phases  of  the  exhibi- 
tor’s business,  such  as  modernization,  ad- 
vertising and  scale  of  wages  to  employes 
must  be  curtailed  to  the  detriment  of  box- 
office  receipts. 

Concerning  16mm  competition,  Mr. 
Maertz  points  out  that  Paramount  has 
listed  four  June  releases  for  non-thea- 
trical showings,  none  of  which  have  yet 
been  available  to  the  majority  of  Mil- 
waukee theatres  nor  many  up-state  houses. 


Paramount  Assigns  Writer 

Hollywood — -Lewis  Foster  will  script 
“Cornin’  Round  the  Mountain”  for  Para- 
mount, with  Lynne  Overman  featured. 


Cheap  Admissions 
Not  the  Answer 

Lincoln — Another  proof  that  cheap 
admissions  are  not  the  answer.  The 
handle  at  the  Nebraska  State  Fair  mu- 
tuel  windows  during  13  days  of  racing 
was  about  $275,000.  And  mutuel  tick- 
ets don't  sell  for  a quarter — the  cheap- 
est is  $2. 
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Union  Pact  Renewals 
Nearly  100  Per  Cent 

Detroit — The  local  biennial  theatre 
crisis — the  renewal  of  contracts  with  local 
199,  lATSE,  covering  employment  of  all 
projectionists — passed,  without  serious  in- 
cident, and  practically  all  theatres  ap- 
pear to  have  agreed  to  renewal  upon  mu- 
tually acceptable  terms. 

Rumors  of  an  impending  strife  were 
current  for  several  days,  but  were  largely 
a reflection  of  the  unsettled  condition  of 
mind  throughout  the  industry  caused  by 
the  war  situation.  While  there  were  defi- 
nite differences  of  opinion,  along  the  line 
of  wages  and  conditions,  between  the  ne- 
gotiating parties,  the  differences  ultimate- 
ly were  settled  in  peaceful  discussion. 

Outstanding  in  the  settlement  is  the 
agreement  with  Co-Operative  Theatres 
of  Michigan,  representing  probably  the 
bulk  of  larger  independents  in  the  De- 
troit area,  including  most  of  the  unaffili- 
ated circuits.  Negotiations  were  handled 
by  a committee  composed  of  Gus  Funk, 
chairman;  Charles  Komer,  Barney  Kil- 
bride, Ben  Cohen,  Lou  Wisper  and  Wade 
Allen. 

Negotiations  for  the  union  were  unde 
the  generalship  of  Roger  Kennedy,  busi 
ness  agent,  and  international  vice-presi- 
dent. 

Details  of  the  agreement  were  disclosed 
in  a statement  by  Kennedy.  Increases  in 
pay  were  provided  for  in  smaller  theatres, 
as  follows:  Up  to  549  seats,  $3.00;  550 
to  749  seats,  $4.00;  750  to  1,000  seats, 
$4.00;  1,001-1,499  seats,  $3.00;  1,500  seats 
and  up,  no  increase. 

Overtime  rate  was  also  raised  approxi- 
mately 25  per  cent  in  all  houses  up  to 
1,500  seats.  No  change  was  made  in  work- 
ing conditions  under  the  agreement. 

The  one  unique  proposal  made  by  the 
operators,  for  two  weeks’  annual  vacation 
with  pay,  was  withdrawn,  as  it  was  agreed 
by  both  sides  that  this  was  not  the  time 
to  put  this  innovation  into  effect. 

Negotiations  for  most  local  theatres, 
aside  from  United  Detroit  Circuit,  the 
Pox  Theatre,  and  the  Co-op  houses,  were 
conducted  through  Allied  Theatres  of 
Michigan,  with  a committee  headed  by  Ed- 
gar E.  Kirchner  of  the  Family  Theatre. 
The  deal  with  the  big  first-run  houses 
was  apparently  made  without  hitch,  par- 
ticularly as  the  union  sought  no  change 
in  rates  in  houses  over  1,500  seats,  where 
these  larger  theatres  naturally  come. 

Settlement  had  not  been  made  early  in 
the  week  with  some  of  the  independent 
heuses,  but  sentiment  generally  indicated 
that  all  exhibitors  would  agree  to  the 
terms  settled  for  the  houses  affiliated 
with  either  Co-op  Allied,  which  include 
the  greater  number  of  local  theatres. 
Formal  work  of  drawing  up  contracts  was 
under  way,  and  was  expected  to  take 
several  days. 


Ohio  ITO  Board  Meets  Sept.  19 

Columbus — The  board  of  directors  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio  will 
meet  here  on  September  19. 


Labor  Day  Grosses 
Disappoint 

Cleveland  — Cleveland  exhibitors 
were  disappointed  at  the  Labor  Day 
weekend  grosses.  Expecting  cool 
weather  and  a consequent  rush  of 
patronage,  they  had  to  contend  with 
the  hottest  Sunday  of  the  year  with 
the  thermometer  in  the  high  nineties, 
followed  by  a rainy  Monday.  Subse- 
quents  were  the  hardest  hit. 

New  Operator  Pacts 
Talked  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Local  theatre  operators  and 
Local  5,  projectionists’  union,  are  working 
under  a day-to-day  continuance  of  old 
contracts  that  expired  September  1.  Dis- 
cussions between  theatre  representatives 
and  the  union,  through  M.  McCusker, 
business  agent,  have  been  on  for  some 
time. 

Another  week  is  likely  to  pass  before 
a settlement  is  reached,  it  is  understood. 

Stagehands’  Local  38,  lATSE,  has  reach- 
ed an  agreement  with  the  National,  Gay- 
ety  and  Avenue,  all  burlesque  houses,  but 
is  still  negotiating  with  the  Fox,  United 
Detroit  Theatres  and  other  larger  thea- 
tres and  legitimate  houses  for  new  two- 
year  contracts.  It  is  understood  the  union 
is  seeking  renewal  of  the  present  work- 
ing agreement. 


Local  160  and  Cleveland 
Theatremen  Dickering 

Cleveland — Negotiations  on  a new  wage 
agreement  between  Local  160,  lATSE,  and 
theatre  owners  in  the  Greater  Cleveland 
area  which  have  been  under  way  for  the 
past  four  weeks,  are  still  pending. 

Independent  and  affiliated  theatre  own- 
ers are  dealing  separately  with  the  union. 
It  is  understood  a stalemate  has  been 
reached  for  the  time  being,  but  it  is  ex- 
pected a satisfactory  compromise  soon 
will  be  effected. 


Pittsburgh  Circuits  Sign 
Pact  With  Operators 

Pittsburgh — lATSE  operators  union 
signed  new  two-year  contracts  with  local 
circuit  theatres  over  the  weekend.  Deals 
were  set  with  Warner,  Harris  and  Loew’s. 
Negotiations  have  not  been  completed  with 
Shea’s. 

Stagehands’  union  got  a new  one-year 
deal.  Musicians’  pact  has  another  year 
to  go.  Independent  theatres’  contracts 
with  the  lATSE  do  not  expire  until  the 
fall  of  1940. 


Union  Scale  Negotiations 
Stalemated  in  Niles 

Niles,  Ohio — Union  operators,  after  sev- 
eral conferences  with  theatre  owners  here, 
report  negotiations  for  a new  contract 
which  expired  September  1,  stalemated. 
Operators  are  demanding  a 20  per  cent 
increase  in  pay.  The  old  contract  provided 
for  two  booth  men. 


Kellenberg  Handling 
ITO  Reservations 

Pittsburgh — Local  members  of  the  in- 
dustry and  exhibitors  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania who  plan  to  attend  the  first  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Independent  Thea- 
tre Owners  of  West  Virginia,  to  be  held 
at  the  Waldo  Hotel,  Clarksburg,  Tuesday, 
September  26,  are  urged  to  make  their 
reservations  through  C.  C.  Kellenberg  of 
the  20th  Century-Fox  office  here.  “Kel” 
states  that  there  is  a wide  interest  among 
the  film  folks  as  well  as  exhibitors  and 
he  expects  a record  delegation  from  west- 
ern Pennsylvania  to  be  represented  at 
the  Clarksburg  convention.  For  those  who 
do  not  plan  to  drive  their  own  cars  to  the 
West  Virginia  city  or  those  who  have  no 
facility  for  transportation,  it  is  possible 
that  a bus  may  be  chartered  to  make  the 
trip.  Tliose  interested  in  the  chartering 
of  a bus  as  well  as  all  others  who  plan 
to  attend  the  ITO  of  W.  Va.  conclave  are 
urged  to  contact  Kellenberg  as  soon  as 
possible.  West  Virginia  exhibitors  are 
planning  a great  welcome  for  the  Pitts- 
burgh and  western  Pennsylvania  crowd. 
Among  the  guests  will  be  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Allied  leader;  Eddie  Golden,  Mono- 
gram vice-president,  and  district  and  di- 
vision managers  of  various  film  companies. 


MPTO  of  W.  Pa.  Ballyhoos 
Convention  for  Oct.  23-24 

Pittsburgh — MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  this 
week  started  to  boost  its  annual  conven- 
tion which  is  set  for  the  Roosevelt  Hotel, 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  October  23  and  24. 

Charles  Philbrook  of  the  New  Sheraden 
Theatre,  Chartiers  Ave.,  was  named  as 
convention  chairman  at  a membership 
meeting  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  Roose- 
velt Hotel. 

Philbrook  named  Carl  Poke  of  the  Shiloh 
Theatre  as  his  assistant. 

Miss  Mathilda  Kiel,  assistant  secretary, 
is  preparing  a souvenir  program,  the  first 
such  printed  program  to  be  attempted 
here  in  several  years,  excluding  the  na- 
tional Allied  convention  program  of  last 
summer. 

Officers  will  be  elected  as  will  three 
members  of  the  board  of  directors.  Ex- 
cept for  the  balloting,  which  will  be  by 
members  only,  all  independent  exhibitors 
are  invited  to  participate  throughout  the 
business  sessions  and  the  banquet,  which 
will  be  an  event  of  the  evening  of  the 
second  day  of  the  confab.  All  exhibitor 
problems  will  be  subject  of  discussion,  and 
there  will  be  annual  committee  and  of- 
ficers’ reports  and  statistical  reports  on 
product  and  sales  policies. 

At  a meeting  this  week  the  MPTO  prod- 
uct survey  cards  were  tabulated  to  date 
and  final  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
convention.  As  usual,  a luncheon  pre- 
ceded the  membership  meeting,  with 
M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president,  presiding. 


Sign  Dick  Lane  for  Two 

Hollywood — Signing  a two-picture  act- 
ing pact  with  20th-Fox,  Richard  Lane 
will  appear  in  “Tlie  City”  and  “The 
Valiant.” 
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Bromfield  al  "Rains" 
Bow  in  Mansfield 


At  West  Virginia  Convention — 

Speakers  table  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  exhibitor  convention  where 
70  banqueted  and  listened  to  addresses  by  Honorable  Homer  A.  Holt,  governor 
of  West  Virginia,  and  Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of  the  MPTOA.  From  left 
to  right:  S.  J.  Hymaii,  president;  Ed  Kuykeiidall;  Mrs.  Holt  and  Governor 
Holt;  Mrs.  Shanklin  and  J.  C.  Shanklin,  convention  chairman;  Mrs.  P.  M. 
Thomas,  vice-president;  Lloyd  Rogers,  vice-president;  W.  Connor  of  Altec. 


J^ARRY  La  VINE,  Republic  district  mana- 
ger, who  was  here  on  business  for  sev- 
eral days,  states  that  he  will  attend  the 
Clarksburg  exhibitor  convention  Septem- 
ber 26.  At  a special  exhibitor  function  at 
Morgantown  several  months  ago  we  were 
pleasantly  surprised  to  find  that  Harry 
LaVine  was  one  of  the  most  popular  men 
in  town.  He  resided  there  a number  of 
years  ago  and  was  a prominent  business 
man. 

As  monthly  shows  were  resumed  for  the 
World  War  veterans  at  the  Veterans  Hos- 
pital, Aspinwall.  as  sponsored  by  the  Va- 
riety Post  of  the  American  Legion,  De- 
partment Commander  Edward  R.  Sterling 
presented  the  Past  Commanders  Jewel  to 
Variety  Post  Commander  Harry  M.  Kal- 
mine.  Legion  executives  J.  Guy  Griffith 
and  Sterling  were  issued  associate  Variety 
Club  membership  cards.  Twelve  acts  of 
vaudeville  were  presented  through  Joe 
Hiller,  booker,  and  others;  Brian  McDon- 
ald was  emcee  and  music  was  furnished 
by  Dave  Broudy's  Stanley  Theatre  orches- 
tra and  Maurice  Spitalny’s  KDKA  music- 
makers  . . . Variety  Barkers  are  hard  at 
work  on  their  Camp  O’Connell  benefit 
fmid  drive  with  but  a few  days  remaining 
in  the  contest  . . . Variety’s  annual  elec- 
tion of  officers  is  set  for  October  9. 

Tliis  city  is  headquarters  for  Pennsyl- 
vania operations  of  Radio  Wire  & Tele- 
vision Corp.  of  America,  which  will  pro- 
vide entertainment  by  leased  wire  to  hotels 
and  large  apartment  houses.  John  E. 
Otterson,  former  president  of  Paramount 
and  Erpi,  is  present  head  of  the  tele- 
vision company. 

Mark  Daniels  was  here  this  week  con- 
ducting prelimmary  auditions  for  Jesse  L. 
Lasky’s  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  talent 
search  for  which  all  Harris  houses  are 
issuing  applications.  Lasky  comes  to  the 
stage  of  the  Senator  September  24-26  . . . 
MPTO’s  product  survey  cards  are  still  be- 
ing received,  but  a large  response  has  not 


been  made  due  to  the  fact  that  many  ex- 
hibitors have  not  signed  new  film  con- 
tracts, directors  state  . . . Dick  Kemper, 
former  manager  of  the  five  Dipson  houses 
at  Wheeling  (a  sixth  has  just  been  opened 
there),  has  been  appointed  as  manager 
of  the  Dipson-Basil  20th  Century  Theatre. 
Buffalo. 

Harold  Cohen,  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Leibo- 
vitz, the  oldtime  exhibitor  who  returned 
to  the  industry  during  the  past  year  when 
he  took  over  the  Cox  Theatre.  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, Pa.,  told  us  that  they  contemplate 
remodeling  the  house  but  for  the  imme- 
diate present  are  marking  time  . . . Steve 
Rodnenok  jr.  has  been  vacationing  at  Re- 
hoboth  Beach,  Del.  . . . Big  Phil  Brozier 
spends  many  hours  these  sweltering  days 
in  the  basement  of  his  Avella  Theatre 
where  he  has  a large  cold  spring  pool  . . . 
Frank  Slavic,  formerly  a manager  for 
Walter  Urling  at  Hundred,  W.  Va.,  has 
been  appointed  as  manager  of  the  Pythian 
Theatre,  Wheeling,  which  was  known  as 
the  Temple  before  being  reopened  recent- 
ly by  K.  P.  Boothman  . . . Jim  O’Keefe, 
sales  manager  for  the  Staaf  Co.  of  Car- 
negie, Pa.,  now  manufacturing  new  type 
bevel  marquee  letters,  reports  that  Lee 
P.  McGovern,  former  local  film  man,  is 
located  at  Altoona  and  is  in  the  theatre 
sign  business. 

Harry  E.  Reiff,  the  pioneer  exhibitor  and 
film  man  who  is  now  serving  as  a theatre 
checker,  is  a great  grandfather,  and  Fred 
J.  Herrington,  MPTO  secretary,  is  a grand- 
father for  the  seventh  time  . . . The  Tony 
Vincents  of  Carnegie  have  been  vacation- 
ing in  Canada  and  the  New  England 
states  . . . The  Walter  Thomas  Theatri- 
cal Sign  Shop  is  now  being  managed  by 
Howard  Evans  . . . M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Al- 
lied’s regional  vice-president,  was  unable 
to  attend  the  New  Jersey  convention. 

Newly  carpeted,  redecorated  and  the 
women’s  salon  on  the  mezzanine  floor 
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Mansfield,  Ohio — Tire  Warner  chain 
held  a twin  pre-release  premiere  of  20th- 
Fox’s  “The  Rains  Came”  at  the  Madison 
and  Ohio  theatres  here,  with  approximate- 
ly 3,500  people  participating  in  the  event. 

Louis  Bromfield,  author  of  the  book  on 
which  the  picture  is  based,  who  recently 
returned  to  Mansfield  after  living  for 
many  years  in  France,  was  the  guest  of 
honor.  He  spoke  before  a group  of  some 
300  people  who  attended  a banquet  at 
the  Mansfield  Leland  Hotel  which  pre- 
ceded the  showing  of  the  picture,  and 
later  he  made  brief  appearances  on  the 
stages  of  both  theatres. 

The  dinner  was  a full  dress  affair,  spon- 
sored by  the  Mansfield  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. Henry  G.  Brunner,  former  pub- 
lisher of  a Mansfield  paper,  who  gave 
Bromfield  his  first  newspaper  job,  was 
master  of  ceremonies.  He  introduced  the 
president  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  J. 
VanDereau,  Mayor  C.  M.  Hunter  and 
Louis  Bromfield.  Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone 
manager,  thanked  the  people  of  Mansfield 
for  their  response  to  the  testimonial  open- 
ing. 

The  dinner  guests  proceeded  immedi- 
ately after  the  speeches  to  the  two  thea- 
tres to  join  the  crowds  who  had  purchased 
reserved  seats  for  the  occasion. 

Film  Folk  Attend 

Many  well-known  film  folks  attended 
the  opening  which  was  staged  with  con- 
siderable fanfare.  Tliey  included  William 
Sussman,  20th  Century-Fox  eastern  di- 
vision sales  manager:  George  Roberts,  dis- 
trict manager;  I.  J.  Schmertz,  Cleveland 
branch  manager;  Sidney  Sampson,  Buf- 
falo branch  manager;  Jim  Grady,  Cin- 
cinnati branch  manager,  and  Sam  Lich- 
ter,  salesman. 

From  the  local  Warner  office  were 
Wolf  and  Mrs.  Wolf,  Richard  Wright, 
northern  Ohio  district  manager;  Ray 
Brown,  southern  Ohio  district  manager; 
Saul  Bragin,  Charles  Albert,  Lou  Weinz, 
Delos  Evans  and  Manny  Pearlstein. 

William  N.  Skirball,  M.  B.  Horwitz  and 
Jack  Shulman  represented  the  Cleveland 
exhibitors.  Also  present  were  Cleveland 
newspaper  critics  W.  Ward  Marsh,  Plain 
Deader;  Arthur  Spaeth,  News,  and  Jack 
Warfel,  Press. 

Others  of  the  motion  picture  industry 
spotted  at  the  banquet  and  later  at  the 
screenings  were  William  Dworski,  mana- 
ger of  the  Ohio  Theatre;  Grattan  John- 
ston, manager  of  the  Madison;  Ralph  Law- 
ler, manager  of  the  Paramount  at  To- 
ledo; Mitch  Woodbury  of  the  Toledo 
Blade;  J.  Knox  Strachan,  Warner  city 
manager  in  Portsmouth;  Mike  Chakeres, 
city  manager  in  Springfield,  and  Ed  Mil- 
ler, manager  of  Warners’  Hippodrome, 
Cleveland. 

Not  content  with  a banquet  and  a pre- 
view, the  program  of  special  events  closed 
with  an  “open  house”  reception  at  the 
Mansfield  Leland  Hotel. 

The  picture  opens  its  Cleveland  engage- 
ment at  Warners’  Hippodrome  Septem- 
ber 23. 
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Well  Folks!  Here's  The  Big  News! 

Put  a Pencil  Mark  Around  This  Date 

Tuesday,  September  26 

FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

INDEPENDENT  THEATRE  OWNERS 
OF  WEST  VIRGINIA 

WALDO  HOTEL  CLARKSBURG,  W.  VA. 

Whether  you  are  a member  or  not — you  must  be  here 
for  the  Convention  — YOU  WILL  BE  WELCOME! 

Convention  Meets  11:30  A.  M„  Sept.  26 

Election  of  New  Officers  — Talks  by  Abram  Myers, 

Executive  Head  of  Allied  States,  on  the  "Neely  Bill 
and  What  It  Means  to  Each  Exhibitor,  Large  and 
Small."  Other  National  Subjects  Discussed  by  Edw. 

Golden,  Vice-President,  Monogram  Pictures  Corp. 

Bring  Your  Wife  This  Time-Or  Bring  A Friend 


Registration  Fee  $5.00  Includes 

Banquet  for  You  and  Lady  Companion  and  Motion  Picture  Ball 


Music  Bg  Famous  Geo 

Many  Exhibits  on  Mezzanine  Floor 
Frolic  and  "Stuff"  ? ? ? 

Write  or  Phone 

C.  C.  KELLENBERG 

20TH  CENTURY-FOX  CORP., 

"Filmrow,"  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

PITTSBURGH  TICKET  CHAIRMAN 


Silvers  and  His  Band 

Free — Fur  Coat  Given  Away — 
Floor  Shows  — Fun — 

For  Details  Write 

DANNY  DAVIS, 

PORT  THEATRE 
Lumberport,  W.  Va. 

GENERAL  CHAIRMAN 
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COILIUMBIU^ 

pRANK  J.  FERGUSON’S  Avondale  The- 
atre will  again  be  represented  by  a 
football  team  in  the  local  semi-pro  loop. 
The  Avondale  eleven  meets  an  all-Dayton 
team  Sunday  (17th)  for  a pre-season 
opener. 

Columbus  police  have  issued  an  ulti- 
matum to  theatre  managers:  Either  see 
to  it  that  women  remove  their  large  hats 
in  the  theatres,  or  face  arrest  under  a 
seldom  used  city  ordinance.  For  which, 
Bravo! 

The  Variety  Club  lost  six  prominent 
members  last  week  for  failure  to  “meet 
obligations”  . . . Ike  Libson  is  now  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ohio  ITO  . . . “Big  Bill”  Pullin 
is  again  vacationing,  this  time  fishing 
in  Canada. 

Clint  Wander  staged  a style  show  at  his 
Broad  Theatre  in  conjunction  with  the 
shoiving  of  “Winter  Carnival.”  The  Ohio 
State  Journal  and  Tlie  Fashion  cooper- 
ated. 

Work  is  scheduled  to  start  at  once  on 
a new  600-seat  house  in  Fairfield  (at 
Patterson  Field  north  of  Dayton).  John 
Robertson,  who  recently  took  over  houses 
in  Shawnee  and  New  Straitsville,  is  the 
owner. 

Football  practice  is  underway  at  Ohio 
State  University,  ivhich  means  the  South- 
ern Theatre  will  have  to  get  along  without 
Johnny  Jones — number  one  football  fan  of 
the  city. 

The  directors  of  the  Ohio  ITO  will  meet 
here  Tuesday.  Meeting  is  called  to  dis- 
cuss plans  for  the  convention  which  will 
be  held  early  in  November. 

Charlie  Dixon  is  building  a 300-seaf 
house  in  Beverly  . . . Despite  reports  to 
the  contrary  the  proposed  Clark  Rader 
Theatre  in  Eaton  is  not  definite  . . . Fred 
Rowlands  (Main  and  Parsons  theatres)  is 
vacationing  at  a “secret”  fishing  spot. 

Clarence  Vogel  Killed  in 
Fall  From  New  Theatre 

Pittsburgh — Clarence  J.  Vogel,  theatre 
owner  and  contractor,  was  killed  Tuesday 
when  he  fell  30  feet  while  inspecting  the 
new  Gerard  Theatre,  which  he  was  build- 
ing at  444  Perrysville  Ave.,  West  View. 

Vogel,  who  w'eighed  240  pounds,  tried  to 
jump  from  one  steel  deck  to  another  when 
he  fell.  He  struck  a concrete  wall  and 
apparently  was  killed  instantly.  His  son 
Henry,  22,  timekeeper  on  the  job,  wit- 
nessed the  accident. 

Vogel,  47,  formerly  of  the  north  side, 
moved  to  Wellsville,  Ohio,  several  years 
ago.  He  was  president  of  the  Penova 
Theatre  Co.  and  was  a part  owner  of  other 
theatres  with  George  C.  Davis,  Charles 
Anderson  and  W.  B.  Urling.  He  was  well 
known  in  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh 
film  territories,  where  he  operated,  and 
was  manager  of  the  Air-Conditioning  and 
Building  Co.  of  Cleveland.  Vogel  leaves 
his  wife  and  three  sons. 


Lee  Balsly  Will  Manage 
New  Altoona  Theatre 

Altoona,  Pa. — The  new  theatre  under 
construction  in  the  Llyswen  residential 
district  for  R.  Allison,  circuit  exhibitor, 
will  be  managed  by  Lee  Balsly,  who  re- 
cently joined  the  Allison  theatres  after 
resigning  his  position  as  national  ad  sales 
manager  for  20th-Fox.  Balsly  has  had 
a wide  experience  in  the  motion  picture 
industry,  having  served  in  theatre  execu- 
tive capacities  in  various  sections  of  the 
country.  He  withdrew  from  duties  with 
International  Harvester  Co.  31  years  ago 
and  has  been  associated  with  the  theatri- 
cal business  since  that  time. 


Blair  Station  Opening 

Pittsburgh — Park  Tlieatre,  Blair  Sta- 
tion, closed  during  the  summer  months, 
was  reopened  Friday  with  Herbert  Schaef- 
er as  manager.  Schaefer  and  his  partner 
Herbert  Staminger,  exhibited  pictures  at 
resort  towns  in  New  Jersey  for  several 
months,  the  latter  remaining  there  until 
this  week. 


Offers  Organ  Music 

Cleveland — Harry  Henderson,  manager 
cf  the  Lorain  Fulton  Theatre,  will  inaugu- 
rate organ  music  as  a special  added  fea- 
ture attraction  starting  September  17. 


"Golden  Boy"  in  Pittsburgh — 

Pittsburgh  Filmrow  liked  William  Holden,  Columbia’s  “Golden  Boy”  star 
when  he  visited  here  last  week.  Top  row:  At  the  left.  Holden  meets  E.  T. 
“Eddie”  Beedle  of  Canonsburg,  Pa.,  an  exhibitor  for  32  years.  The  player 
revealed  that  his  real  name,  too,  is  Beedle.  No  relation  found  to  exist,  but 
they  got  along  famously.  At  the  right  is  Holden  with  Art  Levy,  local  Columbia 
manager.  Second  row:  With  Steve  Rodnenok,  Oakmont  exhibitor,  and  over 
at  the  right  with  Bob  Klingensmith  of  Boxoffice.  Third  row.  One  of  Pitts- 
burgh’s finest,  who  acted  as  escort,  and  at  the  right  with  Mario  Battiston, 
Export,  Pa.,  exhibitor. 
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j^AVTD  NEWMAN,  as  property  master  of 
Detroit  Variety,  distributed  neat  book- 
lets to  all  members  containing  the  consti- 
tution and  by-laws  of  National  Variety  as 
adopted  at  the  Detroit  convention  last 
April. 

Ed  Heiber  announces  his  full  committee 
for  the  Nat  Levy  Testimonial  Dinner,  Sep- 
tember 30.  It  includes  Jim  Sharkey,  Les 
Sturm,  John  Howard,  Frank  Downey, 
Sam  Seplowin,  Moe  Dudelson,  Bill  Flem- 
ion.  Bill  Hurlbut,  Harlan  Starr,  Carl 
Shalit  and  Jack  Saxe. 

William  Steffes  has  been  granted  a per- 
mit for  a new  marquee  on  the  DeLuxe 
Theatre  by  the  city  council.  The  council 
also  okayed  Variety  Club’s  public  Tag 
Day  October  16. 

Ben  Wachnansky  of  the  Columbia  is 
still  able  to  smoke  those  long  black  cigars 
. . . Les  Sturm,  20th-Fox  Manager,  is 
working  like  a beaver  for  the  S.  R.  Kent 
Drive. 

Sam  Merson  and  Irwin  Pollard  are  busy 
figuring  out  how  to  put  bowlers  on  eight 
teams  of  five  men  each  . . . Nat  Haase  is 
proudly  displaying  his  new  “Treasure 
Chest.” 

Censor  Charlie  Snyder  has  a private 
signal  to  start  Max  Blumenthal  winding 
them  off  . . . W.  R.  Stebbins  has  a new 
name  on  the  Film  Building  office  door — 
Stebbins- Str otter , Inc.  He’s  being  mysteri- 
ous about  it  all  and  claims  the  new  firm 
is  going  in  the  “war  profiteer  business.” 

Gene  Buck,  head  of  Ascap,  was  main 
speaker  at  the  State  Pair’s  banquet  . . . 
William  B.  Chatman  of  Columbia  Pre- 
miums attended  a Gift  Show  at  the  Ho- 
tel Statler. 

Ralph  Ruben  of  Amusement  Supply  and 
Bill  Flemion,  president  of  Excellent,  were 
in  Flint,  but  separately  . . . John  How- 
ard, Paramount  manager,  was  in  on  one 
of  his  too  rare  visits  to  the  Film  Bldg., 
seeing  Jack  Saxe  of  Monogram. 

Anne  O’Donnell  of  Excellent  has 
brought  her  mother  home  from  the  hos- 
pital. She  is  still  seriously  ill,  however  . . . 
Bud  Cusick  says  the  new  slogan  for  every- 
one should  be,  “Talk  Americanism.” 

Gil  Light,  projectionist  at  the  Michi- 
gan and,  past  commander  of  Theatrical 
Post  of  the  American  Legion,  lost  his 
father  . . . Pete  Simon  jr.  has  graduated 
to  chief  engineer  of  a soldering  torch.  He 
is  still  working  on  aircraft. 

Ruben  Rosenfield  is  back  home  after 
a general  checkup  at  Harper  Hospital  . . . 
Hal  Burriss  does  his  waiting  (sic)  on  Irv 
Belinsky’s  scale.  Hal  is  becoming  such  a 
raconteur  for  the  Noonday  Gang,  that 
Syd  Bowman  of  UA  walks  out  on  him. 

Don  Shields  of  Dezel  Roadshows  is  back 
from  a vacation  to  the  home  town,  Cleve- 
land. His  boss,  Al  Dezel,  has  returned  to 
Chicago  . . . Nicholas  Tsoukalas,  last 
heard  from  at  Athens,  Greece,  postcards 
he  was  headed  for  Venice  and  Berlin. 


Ralph  Peckham,  GN  manager,  was  seen 
doubling  at  the  booking  desk,  catching  up 
on  Jay  Conover’s  private  stock  of  maga- 
zines . . . Theatrical  Post  of  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  has  resumed  monthly  meet- 
ings. 

Mac  Zipperman,  after  booking  “Grand 
Illusion”  for  the  opening  of  the  Cinema, 
is  holding  it  a second  week  . . . Abe  Liti 
man  is  reopening  the  People’s  with  th^ 
world  premiere  of  “The  Light  Ahead.” 

Harry  Carson  has  returned  from  the 
Jewish  War  Veterans’  convention  at  Mi- 
ami . . . Julius  Fischer  is  spending  most 
of  his  time  at  the  Rogers  Theatre.  He 
is  rarely  seen  at  the  downtown  office. 

Leonard  Schechter,  Trailer-Made  repre- 
sentative, has  recovered  from  the  flu  . . . 
George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram  sales  mana- 
ger, was  a visitor. 

“General”  Harlan  Starr  was  showing 
aides-de-camp  Bill  Hurlbut  and  Jack 
Saxe  how  to  salute  at  a war  conference 
. . . Harold  Sandelman,  hustling  to  sell 
M-G-M,  finds  pastrami  too  hot  to  suit  him. 

Claire  Toimisend  of  Columbia  surprised 
the  boys — that  golf  score  was  for  9 holes, 
not  18  . . . Max  Heine,  counting  up  his 
travels,  figures  he’s  out  of  town  ten  months 
out  of  12. 

David  Hughes-Hallett,  only  son  of  L.  C. 
Hughes-Hallett,  until  recently  British  con- 
sul here  and  a close  friend  of  Variety 
Club,  is  joining  the  Essex  Scottish  Regi- 
ment at  Windsor. 

Erving  A.  and  Sydney  Moss  are  form- 
ing Van  Dyke  Theatre  Co.,  with  offices 
in  the  David  Stott  Bldg. 

Roger  Kennedy,  business  agent  of  the 
lATSE,  did  so  much  talking  in  those  con- 
ferences that  he  lost  his  voice  for  a few 
days  . . . Helen  Ulmer,  on  the  dramatic 
staff  of  Jam  Handy  Picture  Service,  was 
featured  soloist  at  the  Chevrolet  exhibit 
at  the  Michigan  state  fair  . . . Douglas 
Smith,  who  handles  Auction  Night  in  the 


mideast,  has  returned  from  a business 
trip  through  Canada,  and  has  big  plans 
for  fall. 

Nat  Weiss  is  organizing  the  Premium 
Photo  Playhouses  with  headquarters  in  the 
Union  Guardian  Bldg.  . . . Jake  Sullivan, 
who  was  18  years  with  the  DeLodder  Cir- 
cuit, is  getting  to  be  more  of  a double  for 
I.  J.  London  of  the  Beacon  every  day — 
in  figure,  that  is. 

WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

George  A.  Bohm,  owner  of  the  Bohm 
at  Albion,  escaped  serious  injury  Sunday 
night  when  his  car  careened  into  the 
porch  of  a house  in  Albion.  He  received 
minor  cuts. 


Irwin  Pollard  of  Republic  says  state  ex- 
hibitors have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence  since  the  war  started. 


Jim  Olsen,  the  aviator  from  Clare,  w 
down  playing  golf  with  Claire  Town&end 
of  Columbia,  Sam  Seplowin  of  Republic 
and  Jim  Sharkey  of  RKO. 


Mideasterners  in  Gotham — 

At  the  top  right  is  Ray  Schreiber,  head  of  Midwest  Theatres,  Inc.,  Detroit. 
Immediately  above  are  Jake  Soltz  (right)  of  the  Rhumba  Theatre  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  Sam  Soltz  of  the  Howard  at  Baltimore,  with  Miss  Francis 
Smith,  hostess  at  the  RKO  Radio  World’s  Fair  exhibitor  lounge. 
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JACK  H.  STEINBERG,  who  with  his 
* father,  owns  theatres  in  Youngstown 
and  Ashtabula  Harbor,  has  acquired  a 
new  theatre  and  a new  daughter.  The  IY2- 
pound  daughter,  named  Flora,  arrived  on 
time  fully  supplied  with  the  latest  sound 
equipment  and  built  along  modern  stream- 
line models.  Tire  theatre,  the  Strand,  an 
800-seat  house,  has  been  remodeled  in- 
side and  out  and  was  to  open  September 
16.  The  Steinbergs  also  own  the  Home 
in  Youngstown  and  the  Harbor  in  Ashta- 
bula Harbor. 

R.  T.  Kemper  has  notified  local  ex- 
changes he  has  disposed  of  his  holdings  in 
Kemper  Theatres,  Inc.,  operating  the 
Crest  at  Crestline  and  the  State  and 
Opera  House  at  Shelby,  to  devote  all  of 
his  time  to  the  Century  Theatrical  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  an  affiliate  of  the 
Dipson  interests.  It  is  understood  Tom 
Gregory,  former  associate  of  Kemper,  is 
booking  the  theatres. 

George  Shenker,  who  owns  three  houses 
in  Lorain  and  who  early  in  the  year  had 
ambitions  to  build  another  one,  announces 
he  has  abandoned  building  ideas  and  the 
plans  that  he  had  prepared  are  laid  away 
in  moth  balls  until  a more  propitious  time. 

Nate  Gerson,  forrnerly  associated  with 
Harry  Lande  in  the  Independent  Film 
Service,  has  formed  Real  Art  Pictures  to 
distribute  independent  product  in  this  ter- 
ritory. He  has  opened  an  office  in  the 
Warner  Bldg,  and  will  shortly  announce 
his  Imeup. 

Ralph  Salyer  left  last  Saturday  to  make 
his  home  in  Cincinnati  where  he  joins  the 
Vitagraph  sales  force,  covering  the  Ken- 
tucky territory  . . . Marty  Friedman  of 
the  Vitagraph  home  office  has  been  ap- 
pointed third  booker  in  Cleveland,  filling 
the  vacancy  created  by  the  promotion  of 
Salyer  to  the  sales  force,  which  auto- 
matically moved  Larry  Kreusser  to  Num- 
ber One  place  and  Harold  Bein  into  Num- 
ber Two  spot. 

F.  H.  Hathaway  has  takeri  over  the 
Community  Theatre,  Canfield,  which  has 
beeji  closed  all  summer,  reopening  it  Sep- 
tember 15.  That  gives  Hathaway  four 
houses,  the  others  being  the  Struthers  and 
Ritz  in  Struthers  and  the  Palace,  Camp- 
bell. 

Sidney  Garfinkle,  local  sales  manager  for 
Quality  Premiums,  was  in  Philadelphia 
getting  first-hand  information  on  a new 
chinaware  for  theatre  giveaways. 

Park  Agnew,  M-G-M  special  auditor, 
was  a local  visitor  . . . The  girls  of  the 
local  M-G-M  exchange  tendered  Georgia 
Moffett  a surprise  party  at  her  country 
home  in  Lyndhurst.  They  brought  the 
saridwiches,  and  Mrs,  Moffett,  former  code 


T.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 

White  and  Silver  Screens 
Guaranteed  Workmanship — Reasonable  Prices 
Satisfied  Customers  for  Twelve  Years 
604  WARD  AVE.,  GIKAKD,  OHIO 
I Phone:  Girard,  Ohio,  361-J  ^ 


secretary  and  now  secretary  of  the  Variety 
Club,  furnished  the  scenery. 

There’s  talk  of  putting  on  a Hollywood 
opening  for  the  first  local  showing  0 
“Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  which  is  booked  into 
Warner’s  Hippodrome  later  this  month. 
If  it  is  at  all  possible  and  the  plans  ma- 
terialize, Anna  Neagle,  the  star,  and  Her- 
bert Wilcox,  director,  will  be  on  hand  for 
the  event,  with  newspaper  critics  within 
a radius  of  150  miles  on  hand  to  tell  the 
public  all  about  it. 

Exhibitor  visitors  during  the  past  week 
included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Rhoads,  New 
Odeon,  Ada;  D.  R.  Bly,  Conneaut;  Willart 
Hart,  Ernest  Lefton,  Maurice  Levin,  Ak- 
ron; George  Delis,  Canton;  Louis  F.  Eick, 
Martins  Ferry. 

Nat  L.  Lefton,  Republic  head,  is  happy 
even  though  it  is  hay  fever  time.  Reason 
is  that  the  Republic  picture,  “Flight  at 
Midnight,”  featuring  Roscoe  Turner,  who 
recently  won  the  Thompson  Trophy  race 
at  the  annual  National  Air  Races  in  Cleve- 
land, is  in  demand  by  all  exhibitors  in  the 
territory. 


Remodeling  Pace  in  Ohio 
Good,  Reports  NTSCo. 

Cleveland — National  Tlreatre  Supply  re- 
ports continued  interest  of  theatre  owners 
in  replacements  and  remodeling.  New  car- 
pets have  been  laid  in  the  Rialto,  Wind- 
sor, and  Norka,  at  Akron.  The  Star,  New 
Amsterdam,  has  installed  new  chairs. 
Fluorescent  lighting  has  superseded  older 
methods  at  Loew’s  Canton.  The  Niles  at 
Butler  and  the  Strand,  Youngstown,  have 
added  new  ticket  registers,  and  the  Palace, 
Dennison,  is  dressed  up  with  a popcorn 
stand.  L.  H.  Walters,  National  Theatre 
Supply  manager,  has  also  installed  new 
sound  equipment  in  Bert  Botzum’s  Or- 
pheum,  Akron. 


Artie  Shaw  Pulls  'Em  to 
The  Palace,  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Artie  Shaw  opened  the 
vaudeville  season  at  the  RKO  Palace  this 
week  to  SRO  business.  Nat  Holt,  RKO 
Great  Lakes  division  manager,  who  has 
booked  outstanding  personalities  to  ap- 
pear on  the  RKO  Palace  stage,  was  de- 
lighted with  the  long  line  of  customers 
waiting  for  the  boxoffice  to  open. 

The  Palace  admission  scale  is  the  same 
as  it  was  last  season  for  a combination 
show,  namely  30,  42  and  55  cents  during 
the  week,  with  66  cents  as  the  Satui’day, 
Sunday  and  holiday  scale. 


"Double  Winner"  Now 

Cleveland — A change  in  the  operation 
of  the  theatre  game,  “Winner”  has  been 
made  by  Lake  Shore  Sales  Co.,  to  pro- 
vide double  the  amount  of  number  on  the 
card.  The  game  has  been  re-christened 
“Double  Winner.” 


Writers  Join  Paramount 

Hollywood — J.  Robert  Bren  and  Gladys 
Atwater  have  joined  Paramount’s  writ- 
ing department. 


gALLYHOO  on  a grand  scale  ushered  in 
Queen  City  Variety’s  Milk  Fund  Show 
at  the  Music  Hall,  Friday  night,  Septem- 
ber 15.  The  Hon.  James  Stewart,  mayor 
of  Cincinnati,  opened  the  speechmaking 
which  was  broadcast  with  talks  from 
Chief  Barker  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  gen- 
eral manager  RKO  Theatres;  Judge  Wil- 
liam Handley,  A1  J.  Bechtold,  in  charge 
of  the  wrestling  show,  and  Noah  “Skip- 
per” Shechter,  master  of  ceremonies. 
Kleig  lights,  newsreel  cameras,  a nation- 
wide hookup,  superlative  vaudeville,  and 
none  other  than  Cincy’s  pennant-bound 
baseball  club,  autographing  balls  and  gen- 
ously  aiding  the  cause,  were  among  the 
surprises.  Barney  Rapp’s  orchestra  pro- 
vided the  music  and  a show.  Queen  City 
Variety,  incidentally,  has  pledged  $12,500 
for  its  charity  budget  this  year. 

Funeral  arrangements  for  Charles  Loew- 
enberg,  for  many  years  an  executive  in 
20th-Fox  offices  in  Cincinnati,  and  at  one 
time  a representative  for  Universal  pic- 
tures, were  completed  this  week.  Nine 
years  ago  Loewenberg  moved  to  Milwau- 
kee to  become  manager  of  Fox  Midwest 
Theatres.  Becoming  ill,  he  obtained  leave 
of  absence  to  return  to  Cmcinnati.  His 
death  occurred  September  5.  Mr.  Loewen- 
berg leaves  a widow,  Mrs.  Ethel  Loewen- 
berg, a sister  Mrs.  Bertha  Feingold,  New 
Orleans,  and  a brother,  Gus  Loewenberg 
of  Baltimore. 

Mrs.  Chris  Pfister  is  mourning  the  loss 
of  her  brother,  who  died  this  past  week. 

Opejiings  and  closings  reported  this  week 
include  the  Yancy  Theatre,  Yancy,  Ky., 
opened,  and  the  Lackey,  Lackey,  Ky.,  which 
closed. 

Executives  arriving  included  Universal’s 
Dave  Miller,  district  manager,  and  UA’s 
Bert  Steam,  district  manager,  who  spent 
several  days  at  the  local  office  . . . Other 
visitors  to  the  Row  were  Col.  James  Howe, 
Carrolton,  Ky.,  Bill  Chakeres  and  his 
gang,  Jonas  Thomas  and  Chris  Pfister. 

Robert  Stuck  is  reopening  the  Pleasant 
Hill  Theatre,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio  . . , The 
Felicity,  Felicity,  Ohio,  has  been  taken 
over  by  Martin  L.  Redman,  who  also  oper- 
ates the  Marvel,  Mt.  Auburn,  Cincy. 

Many  exhibitors  and  exchange  men  at- 
tended the  invitational  openings  of  Gene 
Custer’s  theatres,  the  Lewis  and  the  State 
. . . The  Mayfair  Theatre,  Dayton,  for- 
merly operated  by  Homer  Guy,  has  been 
leased  for  burlesque. 

Tam  Apgar  is  the  new  hello  gal  at  20th- 
Fox,  succeeding  Agnes  Burke,  recently 
married  . . . Bob  Lomiernan  is  vacationing. 


Two  New  Booking  Oifices 
Reported  for  Schines 

Cleveland — It  is  reported  the  Schine 
circuit  will  open  booking  offices  here  and 
in  Cincinnati  to  handle  booking  for  the 
approximately  50  houses  they  operate  in 
the  Ohio  territory.  The  present  head- 
quarters in  Bellefontaine  would  be  dis- 
continued, in  that  case. 
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Lee  Satori  Will  Manage 
Green's  Suburban  Unit 

Pittsburgh — David  Green,  former  ex- 
hibitor who  returned  to  theatre  opera- 
tion during  the  year  at  the  Beacon,  Squir- 
rel Hill,  has  appointed  Lee  Satori  as 
manager. 

The  new  manager  is  a brother  of  Wil- 
liam Satori,  New  Universal’s  sales  repre- 
sentative in  the  local  southern  territory. 
The  brothers  were  film  executives  in  Aus- 
tria before  the  American  product  was 
withdrawn  there.  Lee  Satori  was  with 
Paramount  in  Vienna  for  seven  years  and 
for  two  years  was  city  salesman  there  for 
the  Universal  branch  office  which  was 
managed  by  his  brother  “Bill.” 

Green,  who  has  been  more  successful 
in  the  operation  of  the  Beacon  than  were 
those  who  preceded  him  at  the  Squirrel 
Hill  house,  has  under  consideration  a mod- 
ernization program  for  the  Beacon,  first 
of  importance  being  the  installation  of  a 
complete  new  structural  glass  front.  Green 
is  a brother-in-law  of  Edward  H.  Gold- 
berg, Brush  ton  exhibitor. 


Cleveland  Foreign  Outlet 
Under  Rubins  Operation 

Pittsburgh — Gabriel  Rubin,  who  has 
operated  the  local  Art  Cinema  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  is  general  manager  of  Rain- 
bow Amusement  Corp.,  which  will  open 
the  Penn  Square  Theatre,  55th  and  Euclid, 
Cleveland,  the  week  of  September  24.  The 
Cleveland  house  policy  will  be  similar  to 
the  Art  Cinema,  offering  the  best  of  the 
foreign  films,  especially  those  from  France 
and  England  and  other  outstanding  for- 
eign product  in  addition  to  revivals  of 
domestic  hits  of  past  seasons.  Cleveland’s 
former  foreign  film  house  was  the  City, 
which  closed  last  spring.  The  Penn  Square 
was  operated  this  year  to  May  as  a grind 
house  and  will  now  be  the  city’s  only  for- 
eign film  theatre.  Harry  Amber,  a mem- 
ber of  the  new  corporation,  will  serve  as 
house  manager  at  the  Penn  Square. 


New  Philadelphia  Union 
Helm  Assigned  Gilliam 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — William  C. 
Gilliam,  assistant  to  Jack  Hynes  as  mana- 
ger of  the  Paramount  at  Youngstown,  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Union  The- 
atre here.  Gilliam  has  been  with  the  Shea 
circuit  for  14  years.  The  house  here  is 
the  largest  of  the  circuit  in  the  district 
and  has  a seating  capacity  of  1,200.  Film 
policy  will  be  interrupted  probably  one 
day  a week  for  stage  shows,  starting  late 
this  month. 


Sentence  Theatre  Robber 

Pittsburgh — Convicted  by  a criminal 
court  jury  last  week  of  a Homestead 
holdup  last  March,  when  $205  was  stolen 
from  the  Stahl  Theatre,  John  Troha, 
20,  of  Homestead,  was  sentenced  to  serve 
five  to  ten  years  in  Western  penitentiary 
by  Judge  John  P.  Egan. 


(Continued  from  page  90) 
refurnished,  the  Casino  Theatre  reopened 
with  a midnight  show  last  Sunday.  Dick 
St.  Martin,  who  spent  the  summer  in  New 
Orleans,  has  returned  as  assistant  treas- 
urer at  the  Casino,  this  being  his  18th 
year  as  an  employe  of  George  Jaffe  . . . 
The  Harry  Fleishmans  and  son,  Norman, 
vacationed  for  several  weeks  in  New  York. 

Harry  Hendel,  managing  director  of  the 
Hew  Granada  Theatre,  Center  Ave.,  has 
named  Jack  McBride  as  house  manager. 
McBride  comes  here  from  Cleveland  where 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  industry 
for  20  years,  having  had  long  association 
with  Loew’s  theatres  and  more  recently 
having  served  as  manager  of  the  Metro- 
politan Theatre  of  that  city. 

Davis  Display  Co.  is  installing  a new 
front  at  Gabe  Rubin’s  Art  Cinema  on 
Liberty  Ave.  . . . While  vacationing  in 
Atlantic  City  before  returning  to  his  duties 
here,  following  his  South  American  honey- 
moon, Mort  England  was  the  victim  of  a 
pickpocket  . . . Word  was  received  here 
several  weeks  ago  of  the  death  of  D.  C. 
Meadows,  owner  of  the  Lyric,  Beckley, 
W.  Va. 

Applications  for  Variety  Club  member- 
ship are  on  file  for  Ralph  Garver  Craig 
of  the  Harris  Amusements  Co.;  Earle  H. 
Bailey,  manager  of  the  Harris  Warren 
Theatre,  Warren,  Ohio;  Harry  Seigel, 
manager  of  the  Harris  Family  Theatre, 
city,  and  Nathaniel  I.  Walken,  manager 
of  the  Harris  State.  Salem,  Ohio. 

We  asked  George  C.  Davis  if  he  had 
a news  item  for  publication  on  these 
pages  and  he  politely  replied  that  he  is 
kept  busy  getting  news  items  for  his  own 
daily  paper  which  he  publishes  at  Wells- 
ville,  Ohio.  The  circuit  exhibitor  returned 
last  week  from  a pleasant  vacation  in 
New  York  and  Atlantic  City. 

L.  K.  Porter,  manager  of  National 
Emergency  Light  Co.,  distributor  of  Koh- 
ler emergency  generator  plants,  ivith  Film- 
row  offices  at  the  Lipman  Manufacturing 
Co.,  is  now  covering  the  western  New 
York  territory  and  West  Virginia  as  well 
as  icestern  Pennsylvania.  He  has  appoint- 
ed William  N.  Pierce  as  his  Buffalo  rep- 
resentative. 

In  connection  with  the  showing  of  Co- 
lumbia’s “The  Man  They  Could  Not 
Hang”  at  the  Harris  Senator,  a special 
street  ballyhoo  was  engaged  in  the  person 
of  a stunt  man  who  was  “actually  hung” 
in  front  of  the  theatre.  An  old-fashioned 
hearse  rolled  around  town  too. 

Bill  Finkel,  the  south  side  showman,  is 
a busy  man  these  days,  remodeling  the 
Arcade  and  looking  after  duties  as  a mem- 
ber of  Carnegie  Tech’s  athletic  board 
ivhere  he  is  serving  as  Steffen  Fund  chief- 
tain . . . Mrs.  William  R.  Wheat  jr.,  wife 
of  the  Sewickley  exhibitor,  was  reported 
much  improved  and  out  of  danger  this 
week  following  a serious  operation. 

Among  his  friends  in  the  industry  who 
attended  a birthday  party  September  7 at 
Altoona  in  honor  of  K.  “Gus”  Vaveris,  an 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Extensive  Renovation  Is 
Underway  at  Tarentum 

Tarentum,  Pa. — Grand  Theatre,  West 
Tarentum,  owned  for  several  years  by 
Bart  Dattola  but  never  operated  by  the 
New  Kensington  exhibitor,  is  being  rebuilt 
from  wall  to  wall,  floor  to  ceiling  and 
from  front  to  back.  Structure  in  the  rear 
of  the  theatre  has  been  dismantled  and 
a 40-foot  extension  is  replacing  it.  A well 
is  being  dug  to  be  used  as  the  source  of 
air  cooling  the  auditorium  which  is  being 
greatly  enlarged.  All  new  fixtures  and 
equipments,  including  chairs,  lighting, 
carpets,  decorating,  screen,  heating  system 
and  hardware,  will  be  installed.  A color- 
ful porcelain  front  will  be  set  off  by  an 
Artcraft  marquee.  Harry  Dunn  of  Pitts- 
burgh is  general  contractor.  Dattola  hopes 
to  have  the  theatre  ready  for  opening 
under  his  management  by  November  15. 


Pitt  Strand  Remodeling 
May  Finish  in  November 

Pittsburgh — Remodeling  of  the  Strand 
Theatre,  Carson  St.,  south  side,  amounts 
to  practically  rebuilding  the  theatre  which 
was  all  but  destroyed  by  fire  late  last 
December.  Work  is  progressing  rapidly 
now  and  it  is  possible  that  the  reopening 
may  be  scheduled  for  early  November,  ac- 
cording to  Mrs.  Ethel  Michael,  owner.  New 
seating  capacity  will  be  around  550,  which 
is  an  increase  of  more  than  50  chairs.  All 
new  furnishings,  fixtures  and  equipments, 
including  seats,  carpets,  lighting  systems, 
booth  equipments,  screen  and  heating  and 
cooling  air  conditioning,  will  be  installed. 
Structural  glass  front  will  be  set  off  by 
a fine  new  marquee.  Charles  Dunn  of 
Pittsburgh  is  general  contractor. 


New  Kittanning  Stadium 
Will  Open  in  October 

Kittanning,  Pa. — New  unnamed  stadium 
and  auditorium  under  construction  on 
Grant  Ave.  will  be  ready  for  opening 
around  the  first  of  October,  according  to 
Dominick  Serrao,  general  contractor,  who 
has  a financial  interest  in  the  new  en- 
terprise. The  sports  arena  building  will 
have  a seating  capacity  of  more  than 
1,200.  Serrao,  well  known  theatre  owner 
here  for  a number  of  years,  has  devoted 
much  of  his  time  during  the  past  several 
years  to  general  contracting,  his  old  busi- 
ness, having  built  several  theatres  for  the 
Dipson  Theatrical  Enterprises  in  the  local 
area  and  his  own  new  theatre  at  Aimold. 


Has  Review  Post 

Cleveland — Mrs.  W.  J.  MacLachlan,  ac- 
tive for  many  years  in  the  cultural  ad- 
vancement of  motion  pictures  through  the 
Cleveland  Cinema  Club  and  the  Motion 
Picture  Council  of  Ohio,  has  been  named 
review  chairman  of  the  motion  picture 
division  of  the  Cleveland  Federation  of 
Women’s  Clubs.  As  review  chairman,  Mrs. 
MacLachlan  submits  her  reviews  to  the 
division,  which  are  then  turned  over  to 
the  motion  picture  chairman  of  the  various 
PTAs. 
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World  War  II  No  Damper 
Yet  on  Foreign  Shows 

Detroit — World  War  II  is  not  yet  af- 
fecting foreign  film  houses  here,  a pre- 
liminary checkup  indicates. 

The  Cinema  reopened  a week  ago  with 
“Grand  Illusion”  and  “Private  Life  of 
Henry  VIII.”  “Grand  Illusion,”  a war 
film,  is  being  held  over. 

Abe  Littman  is  reopening  the  People’s 
Theatre  on  Twelfth  St.  with  the  world 
premiere  of  “The  Light  Ahead.”  Holly- 
wood-made  Yiddish  film. 

The  Park,  owned  by  the  Krim  Brothers, 
is  showing  Italian  films,  the  Delray,  man- 
aged by  Joseph  Simon,  features  Hungarian 
product,  and  the  Brooklyn,  owned  by 
Chester  Brown,  exhibits  Mexican  product. 
Other  neighborhood  houses  show  Polish 
pictures  on  occasion. 

New  House  Opens  Soon 
At  Benwood,  W.  Va. 

Bellaire,  Ohio — A new  neighborhood 
theatre  is  under  construction  at  Benwood, 
W,  Va,,  nearby  and  will  be  ready  for 
opening  soon  after  October  1,  Roy  Green, 
for  the  past  seven  years  manager  of  the 
Colonial  in  Wheeling,  is  identified  with 
the  new  enterprise.  Name  of  the  house 
is  yet  undetermined. 

Idzal  Testing  Appeal  of 
Vaude  at  Detroit  Fox 

Detroit — David  Idzal,  manager  of  the 
Fox  here,  is  testing  the  appeal  of  vaude- 
ville at  the  house,  with  William  Holden, 
star  of  the  film,  appearing  in  conjunction 
with  the  showing  of  "Golden  Boy,”  An 
added  attraction  was  Bob  Pastor,  so-called 
contender  for  the  heavyweight  boxing 
championship, 

Detroit  Exchange  Second 
In  Drive  lor  Schaefer 

Detroit — The  local  RKO  exchange, 
managed  by  J,  Sharkey,  was  in  second 
place  at  the  conclusion  of  the  George 
Schaefer  Drive,  The  Calgary,  Canada, 
branch  finished  first,  with  Buffalo  in  third 
place, 

Lelton  Reports  Republic 
Sales  in  Ohio  Ahead 

Cleveland — Republic  sales  in  this  ter- 
ritory are  30  per  cent  ahead  of  this  time 
last  year,  according  to  Nat  L,  Lefton,  head 
of  the  Ohio  franchise  company. 


Transfer  Tony  Laurie 

Cleveland — Tony  Laurie,  assistant  man- 
ager at  Warner’s  Uptown,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Variety  'Theatre  in  the  same 
capacity  where  he  is  pinch-hitting  for 
Charles  Guy  Ellis  who  was  in  an  automo- 
bile accident.  Don  Meyers,  chief  of  serv- 
ice at  the  Uptown,  has  been  promoted  to 
assistant  manager. 

Ellen  Drew  Extended 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  extended 
Ellen  Drew,  actress,  for  another  year. 


Mich,  Allied  Outlines 
Convention  Program 

Detroit — Program  of  the  20th  annual 
convention  of  Allied  Theatres  of  Mich- 
igan was  disclosed  this  week  through 
Pearl  M,  Sprott,  office  manager.  All  events 
will  center  at  the  Hotel  Burdick,  Kala- 
mazoo, where  the  directors  will  convene 
on  Monday,  October  2,  for  preliminary 
meetings. 

Convention  proper  starts  on  'Tuesday, 
with  golf  in  the  morning,  followed  by  a 
convention  luncheon,  and  then  a general 
business  session  in  the  afternoon.  Officers’ 
reports  and  an  open  forum  are  slated  for 
this  session. 

An  Old  'Timers’  party  is  scheduled  for 
Tuesday  evening,  with  extra  efforts  being 
made  to  bring  out  every  former  member 
of  the  industry,  even  if  no  longer  directly 
connected,  to  make  this  an  outstanding 
social  event. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  golf  finals  will 
be  held.  Business  session  will  be  held 
at  2:00  p.  m.,  with  election  of  officers 
and  reports  of  committees.  Display  ex- 
hibits also  will  be  op)en  on  the  main  floor. 

'Tlie  annual  banquet  will  be  held  Wed- 
nesday night,  with  introduction  of  new 
officers  and  directors,  and  an  elaborate 
floor  show. 

Separate  program  is  provided  for  the 
ladies  of  the  convention,  in  addition  to  the 
Old  'Timers’  party  and  the  banquet.  Ladies’ 
events  will  include: 

'Tuesday:  Luncheon  at  Burdick  Hotel, 
and  a boat  ride  on  Gull  Lake. 

Wednesday:  Luncheon  at  Colonial  Tea 
Room,  and  special  screening  at  the  State 
'Theatre. 


PITTSBURGH 

'Continued  from  preceding  page) 
affair  which  completely  surprised  the 
Johnstowm  showTnan,  were  John  Noto- 
poulos,  Burt  Bishop  jr.,  Sam  Fineberg, 
Milton  Brauman,  Si  Feld,  Vince  Josack, 
Art  Morrone,  Dave  Murphy,  Walter  Dyck, 
Jimmy  Nash,  Mark  Goldman,  Sam  Lubell, 
Chris  Fourgis,  William  Scott,  Joe  Shapiro, 
Charles  Lynch,  Jimmy  DiMaura,  George 
Mauracus,  Bob  Hornig,  Orlo  Heckler,  Jess 
Lund,  Alex  Notopoulos,  Jack  Judd,  F.  D, 
Moore,  Jim  Notopoulos,  Sid  Marks,  George 
'Tice.  George  Elmo,  Sam  Steinberg,  George 
Notopoulos,  G.  A.  “Gus”  Notopoulos,  Vic 
Notopoulos.  Charles  Himmelein  and 
Bob  Caskey.  Vaveris  was  presented  with 
a gold  watch.  Chris  Fourgis,  partner  of 
the  honor  guest  at  the  Grand,  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant, is  now  claiming  Gus’s  old  watch! 

Sympathy  to  Bennett  Amdur,  north  side 
exhibitor,  whose  father,  Hymaji  Amdur, 
died  last  Saturday. 

Burt  Bishop  jr.,  has  reduced  his  waist- 
line 11  inches,  having  dropped  53  pounds 
. . . Economic  reverberations,  because  of 
the  European  war,  have  hit  Filmrow. 
Managers  have  been  instructed  to  admin- 
ister economy  in  all  departments,  even 
down  to  phone  calls  and  postage  stamps 
. . . Duddy  Lefton  of  Monarch  Pictures 
was  the  only  Pittsburgher  to  attend  the 
recent  Film  Frolic  at  Girard,  Ohio  . . . 
P.  R.  Pomeroy  has  taken  over  the  Broad- 
way Theatre,  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. 


Mrs.  Thomas  Opens  New 
Parkersburg  House 

Parkersburg,  W.  Va. — New  Parker  Thea- 
tre, operated  by  Mrs.  P.  M.  Thomas,  was 
opened  to  capacity  audiences  Sunday. 
Modem  400-seat  theatre  is  situated  on 
Market  St.,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth 
Sts.,  and  is  owned  by  H.  Rus  Warne,  archi- 
tect, of  Charleston.  Mrs.  Thomas  is  well 
established  here  as  operator  of  the  Palace 
Theatre. 

National  Theatre  Supply  outfitted  the 
entire  new  theatre  and  American  Seating 
furnished  the  chairs.  E.  B.  Morton,  Pitts- 
burgh manager  for  NTS,  was  in  attend- 
ance for  the  opening  of  the  new  Parker, 
as  was  M.  C.  Thomas,  Cincinnati  repre- 
sentative for  Altec. 


Julius  Lamm  a Winner  in 
Lobby  Display  Contest 

Cleveland — Julius  Lamm,  manager  of 
Warner’s  Uptown  'Theatre,  has  just  re- 
ceived word  from  the  Ward  Baking  Co. 
that  he  is  one  of  four  winners  in  the  na- 
tional Jane  Arden  Lobby  Display  Contest. 
Together  with  a prize  winning  check  of 
$50  the  letter  complimented  Lamm’s  dis- 
play as  being  “one  of  the  best  and  orig- 
inal of  all  those  submitted.” 


Zanesville  Weller  Adopts 
Film-Stage  Show  Policy 

Zanesville,  Ohio — After  several  weeks 
of  straight  films,  the  Weller  here  has 
inaugurated  a combination  stage  and  film 
policy,  which  will  bring  a new  vaudeville 
unit  of  five  or  six  acts  every  Saturday, 
oi>ening  with  a midnight  show  and  con- 
tinuing through  Sunday.  The  screen  bill 
will  change  for  the  Sunday  program. 


In  Old  Kentucky 

By  “SCOTTY”  DeVEAUX 

QNE  thousand  five  hundred  new  seats 
have  been  installed  in  the  Paramount 
Theatre,  Ashland,  managed  by  Tom  Davis. 
TTie  Paramount  celebrated  its  eighth  an- 
niversary on  September  5. 


Jay  Burton  of  the  Rex,  West  Liberty, 
has  redecorated  and  installed  105  new 
seats  in  his  house  ...  A heating  system 
has  been  installed  in  the  Irvine  at  Ir- 
vine by  Max  Goldberg  'Theatre  Co.,  own- 
ers. Russell  McClanahan  is  manager. 


W.  R.  Shaffer,  who  operates  theatres 
at  Irvine,  Morehead  and  Grayson,  attend- 
ed the  Cleveland  air  races  . . . Dick  Mar- 
tin of  the  Capitol,  Ashland,  has  recovered 
from  a three-month  illness. 


W.  J.  Stamper,  a merchant,  is  building 
a 400-seat  house  at  Vanceburg.  An  Octo- 
ber 1 opening  is  expected  . . . Tom  F.  Wha- 
len is  now  managing  the  Washington  and 
Russell  theatres  in  Maysville  for  Schine. 
He  replaces  Jack  Frisch,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  Salisbury,  Md. 
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M&R  Suit  Questions  Spotlight 
Black's  Circuit  Franchises 


Boston — Alfred  S.  Black,  former  New 
England  circuit  operator,  entered  into  the 
testimony  of  Adolph  Zukor  that  George 
S.  Ryan,  attorney  for  the  Morse  and  Roth- 
enberg  circuit,  has  filed  in  the  theatre- 
men’s  $2,100,000  anti-trust  suit.  Zukor 
said  that  he  knew  Black  personally. 

“Did  you  talk  to  him  about  his  thea- 
tres?” Ryan  asked  the  Paramount  execu- 
tive. 

“I  don’t  know  whether  I personally 
talked  to  him  about  the  theatres,”  Zukor 
said,  adding  that  he  thought  the  theatre 
department  would  handle  that. 

“And  you  knew  at  one  time  (in  around 
1919  or  possibly  20 — we  won’t  quarrel  about 
the  exact  year — ) that  Mr.  Black  ac- 
quired theatres  in  New  England  pretty  rap- 
idly . . .?  Did  you  know  that?” 

“I  couldn’t  testify  to  that,”  Zukor  said. 
“I  don’t  remember  Mr.  Black’s  activities 
in  the  theatre  field,  I wasn’t  familiar  Tvith 
them.” 

“You  knew  that  Mr.  Black  had  acquired 
some  30  or  35  theatres?” 

“I  know  he  had  a number  of  theatres, 
we  bought  an  interest  in.  As  to  how  many 
there  were,  I don’t  know.” 

“You  knew  at  one  time,  the  Paramount 
Company,  that  is,  not  the  defendant,  but 
the  distributing  company,  gave  Mr.  Black 
franchises  for  all  of  the  Paramount  pic- 
tures in  New  England,  did  you  not?” 

“I  don’t  know.” 

“How  many  times  did  you  talk  to  Mr. 
Black?” 

“I  met  him  three  or  four  times.  I 
haven’t  seen  much  of  him.” 

Franchise  Value  Qualified 

“Well,  did  you  consider  it  a thing  of 
value,  Mr.  Zukor,  for  a company  exhibit- 
ing pictures  to  have  a franchise  of  your 
company,  which  gave  it  the  right  not  only 
to  exhibit  pictures  in  a town,  say  in  Bos- 
ton, but  if  he  bought  theatres  in  any 
other  New  England  city,  then  he  would 
be  able  to  get  your  picturess  as  soon  as 
existing  contracts  expired?” 

“I  can’t  tell  whether  there  was  any 
such  franchise,  if  any  was  or  was  not  in 
existence,  and  I wouldn’t  know  what  effect 
it  would  have  because  I am  not  familiar 
locally  with  the  conditions.  I couldn’t 
answer  that  question,”  replied  Zukor. 

“You  couldn’t  give  me  an  answer  to 
a question  like  that?” 

“No.  I would  have  to  know  all  about 
it,  and  know  about  the  franchise.  1 
there  is  a franchise  in  existence,  I wouldn’t 
know.” 

“Well,  now  would  you  consider  it  valu- 
able to  your  company,  and  I am  putting 
this  specifically — your  own  company,  that 
you’ve  been  the  president  of  for  a number 
of  years — as  a theatre  operator,  that  it 
would  be  able  to  get  Paramount  pictures, 
to  get  Metro  pictures,  to  get  Warner  pic- 
tures, to  get  First  National  pictures  over 
a period  of  years,  not  only  where  it  was 
operating  theatres  but  where  it  might  go 
into  the  field  of  operating  theatres.  Would 
you  consider  that  a valuable  right?” 

“If  the  pictures  turn  out  bad,  it’s  a 


detriment.  If  the  pictures  turn  out  good, 
it’s  valuable.  It  works  both  ways.  I don’t 
think  a franchise  carries  any  value  unless 
the  product  goes  with  it.  If  you  have  a 
franchise  and  if  the  product  happens  to 
be  good,  you  win.” 

“Wouldn’t  franchises  like  those,  Mr. 
Zukor,  help  you  in  the  sale  of  your  own 
product?”  questioned  Ryan. 

“No,”  was  Zukor’s  reply. 

“Would  they  make  it  easy  for  your 
company  to  acquire  theatres?” 

“No,  the  theatres  would  have  to  stand 
on  their  own  feet,  and  the  product  would 
have  to  be  good  to  help  the  theatres.” 

“Take  a situation  like  this,  Mr.  Zukor. 
Take  the  town  of  about  20,000  people  in 
New  England,  any  town  you  happen  to 
think  of;  and  there’s  one  theatre  op- 
erating there  first-run;  and  of  course  be- 
ing the  one  theatre,  it  would  be  able  to 
get  the  product  or  considerable  of  the 
product  to  take  care  of  its  needs,  would  it 
not?” 

“Yes.” 

Limit  to  Consumption 

“And  then  if  your  company  should  de- 
cide to  go  into  that  town,  either  to  lease 
or  to  build  a theatre,  it  would  come 
pretty  near  running  that  man  out  of  busi- 
ness with  such  franchises  as  I have  men- 
tioned.” 

“If  we  had  the  franchises?”  put  in  Zukor. 

“Yes,”  answered  Ryan. 

“You  mean  every  producer  in  the  coun- 
try, everybody  that  had  pictures  that  wr 
bought?”  asked  Zukor  again. 

“The  big  companies,”  replied  Ryan. 

“Well,  the  fact  is  that  you  had  a thea- 
tre there  and  you  couldn’t  possibly  con- 
sume the  pictures  of  all  of  the  other  com- 
panies to  begin  with,”  stated  Zukor. 

“You  couldn’t  consume  all  of  them?” 
questioned  Ryan. 

“You  couldn’t  consume  all  of  them,” 
said  Zukor. 

“Unless  you  — ?” 

“You  see,  it  would  take  all  of  your  own 
product,  and  then  you  fill  in  with  the 
next  best  in  the  town  that’s  available.” 

“Couldn’t  you  take  practically  all  of  the 
good  pictures  from  the  exhibitor  in  that 
town?” 

“I  can’t  say  that  you  could  because 


Momand  Depositions  in 
October  Likely 

Boston — As  action  increased  on  the 
Momand  anti-trust  matters  in  Okla- 
homa, George  S.  Ryan  told  this  publi- 
cation this  week  that  he  planned  to 
take  depositions  in  the  cases  in  Octo- 
ber, if  engagements  permit.  Ryan  is 
chief  counsel  for  the  more  than  $5,- 
000.000  in  Momand  litigations  which  he 
is  bringing  in  Boston  and  in  Okla- 
homa for  A.  B.  Momand  and  for  Lor- 
etta Momand. 


Answer  to  Tegu  Suit 
Is  Dismissal  Move 

Boston — Defendant  distributors  in  the 
$100,000  anti-trust  suit  being  brought  in 
the  U.  S.  court  in  Vermont  by  Andrew 
Tegu,  circuit  operator,  have  filed  joint 
motions  that  the  action  be  dismissed,  that 
certain  allegations  be  stricken,  that  a bill 
of  particulars  be  furnished,  and  that  they 
be  given  leave  to  take  Tegu’s  deposition. 
The  Tegu  houses  involved  in  the  litigation 
are  his  St.  Johnsbury  and  Lindonville  situa- 
tions. George  S.  Ryan  is  attorney  for  the 
independent  theatre  owner. 


you  couldn’t  consume  it.” 

“Well,  suppose  your  company  was  go- 
ing in  and  started  to  operate  on  a two- 
franchise  program  of  three  changes  a 
week,  how  many  pictures  would  that  be?” 
asked  Ryan. 

“One  hundred  and  fifty-six.” 

“Well,  now  let’s  take  two  feature,  double 
feature  program,  three  changes  a week?” 

‘“Three  hundred  and  twelve.” 

“And  then  is  it  the  practice  of  your 
company  to  buy  over  and  above  the  amount 
you  actually  run  in  order  to  provide  for 
its  needs?” 

“That’s  poor  business.” 

“In  such  a situation  like  that,  you  would 
only  buy  312  pictures?”  questioned  Ryan 
again. 

“Yes,  sir,”  stated  Adolph  Zukor. 

“Now,  did  Mr.  Black  have  franchises  for 
many  theatres  in  New  England  in  1919- 
20?” 

New  England  "Discontent" 

"I  don’t  know  whether  he  did  or  not.” 

“Didn’t  you  have  anything  to  do  with 
that?” 

“No.” 

“Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Black  had  fran- 
chises which  not  only  applied  to  the  thea- 
tres that  he  then  owned,  but  to  any 
theatres  that  he  might  afterwards  ac- 
quire?” 

“I  don’t  know  anything  about  that.” 

“If  a person  had  such  a franchise,  it 
gave  him  not  only  the  right  to  get  the 
pictures  of  your  company,  but  to  get  it  in 
any  other  locality  they  might  go  in — that 
might  be  a powerful  weapon  to  use  against 
other  exhibitors?” 

“That  a hypothetical  question,  and  I 
can’t  answer  you  just  what  the  motive  was. 
I don’t  think  that  he  had  a franchise, 
and  I don’t  know  what  kind  of  fran- 
chise, and  I don’t  know  what  made  the 
franchise  if  there  was  such  a thing.” 

“Do  you  know  whether  or  not  in  1919 
or  ’20  while  Mr.  Black  was  acquiring 
theatres  there  was  a general  discontent 
expressed  by  the  exhibitors  in  New  Eng- 
land as  to  the  methods  of  Paramount 
Company,  by  that  I mean  the  defendant 
company?”  asked  George  S.  Ryan. 

“Not  to  my  knowledge.” 

“Did  you  find  that  in  those  years  there 
was  quite  a falling-off  in  your  trade  in 
New  England?” 

“I  couldn’t  testify  to  that.” 

Ryan  asked  Zukor  if  a number  of  com- 
plaints had  not  been  made  to  him  “per- 

( Continued  on  page  100) 
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^OM  O’BRIEN,  Monogram  chief  booker, 
and  Mrs.  O’Brien,  logged  a new  citi- 
zen last  week  Thursday  at  the  Faulkner 
Hospital.  It’s  Miss  Brenda  O'Brien. 

Al  Duffy,  former  Boston  publicity  man- 
ager for  Shubert,  authored  “Coast  Guard" 
which  had  its  New  England  premiere  last 
week  Thursday  at  Loew's  State  and  Or- 
pheum. 

Pat  McGee,  former  Oklahoma  theatre- 
man  who  later  became  associated  here  with 
Roy  E.  Heffner  in  picture  distribution  and 
theatre  operation,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  managerial  post  at  the  Paramount 
in  Syracuse  by  the  Schine  circuit.  McGee 
has  been  managing  the  Eckel  in  that  New 
York  city. 

Leon  Task,  Capello  theatre  operator,  is 
to  open  his  new  house  in  Milford  within 
the  next  fortnight.  Task,  an  aviator,  is  a 
captain  in  the  reserve  corps. 

Louis  Gordon  and  Arthur  Lockwood 
have  taken  over  the  Lyric  in  Braintree 
which,  at  one  time,  belonged  to  Norman 
Rolfe,  cousin  of  baseball-playing  Red 
Rolfe. 

Doris  Berman  of  United  Artists  and 
Thelma  Henninger  of  Columbia  went  on 
vacation  this  week  but  sidestepped  a pro- 
posed Caribbean  cruise  because  of  sub- 
marine  dajiger.  The  two  went  to  the 
World’s  Fair  from  which  Miss  Henninger 
will  proceed  to  Chicago  . . . Alice  Tanz- 
man  of  Wholesome  Film  Service,  Die.,  has 
been  at  the  Fair  . . . Likewise  for  Dora 
Kraska,  recently  with  Imperial  Pictures. 

Frank  Faille  is  now  managing  the  Para- 
mount in  North  Adams  for  Western  Mass- 
achusetts Theatres,  Inc.  He  formerly 
handled  the  Palace  in  Pittsfield  . . . Sam 
and  Nathan  Goldstein,  in  making  the 
change,  shifted  Al  Fowler,  formerly  of  the 
Paramount,  to  the  Pittsfield  house. 

Hy  Rodman,  Pawtucket  theatre  man- 
ager, was  in  town  last  week  . . . Charles 
Stern,  UA  executive,  made  a trip  to  the 
Hub  . . . Andrew  Tegu,  Vermont  circuit 
owner  who  has  a $100,000  anti-trust  suit 
pending,  was  in  from  the  Green  Mountain 
state. 

Louis  Rosenswig  is  reopening  the  Vic- 
toria Theatre  in  Greenfield. 

Joseph  Ehrlick  has  returned  to  the  lo- 
cal RKO  theatre  as  assistant  to  Publicity 
Manager  Jack  Granara.  Ehrlick  was  as- 
sistant to  Joe  DiPesa  at  the  local  Loew’s 
theatres  several  years  ago  and  has  been 
an  advance  exploitation  man  for  several 
major  distributors  . . . Red  King,  who  has 
been  assistant  in  the  RKO  press  office, 
is  now  expanding  all  his  time  on  his  du- 
ties as  RKO  Boston  stage  manager. 

Phil  Fox,  Columbia  district  manager, 
and  Mrs.  Fox  were  in  town  this  week  . . . 
Charles  Ross,  Windsor  exhibitor,  was 
down  from  Vermont  . . . Al  Herman,  UA 
executive,  has  been  in  town, 

Bernard  Feldman  plans  to  open  the 
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Paradise  Theatre  in  Millbury  on  Septem- 
ber 16. 

Henry  Steinberg  opened  his  new  Green- 
dale  Theatre  in  the  suburbs  of  Worces- 
ter last  week  Thursday.  Max  and  Joseph 
Levenson  are  operating  the  house. 

John  K.  Hutchens,  Transcript  film 
critic,  liked  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask” 
but  preferred  Louis  Hayward  as  the  dash- 
ing twin.  “As  the  heartless  young  mon- 
arch,” wrote  Hutchens,  “it  is  to  be  feared 
that  Mr.  Hayward  should  not  have  been 
encased  in  an  iron  mask  when  two  slices 
of  bread  must  have  been  handier.” 

Frank  Murphy,  former  local  Loew’s  as- 
sistant, now  manager  of  Loew’s  State  in 
Syracuse,  exploited  “Lady  of  the  'Tropics” 
by  procuring  one  rickshaw  and  one  gal  in 
oriental  costume.  A pseudo  coolie  drew 
the  same  through  the  city  streets. 

W.  A.  Jack  has  had  new  RCA  equipment 
installed  at  the  Acme  in  Kennebunk.  The 

Foreign  Films  Bring 
Industry  Tribute 

Boston — “Potentially  one  of  the  great- 
est propaganda  mediums  in  the  world, 
the  motion  picture  now  and  then  takes 
advantage  of  its  power  for  good,”  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor  wrote  last  week 
in  an  editorial  entitled  “Film  Voices  for 
Peace.”  “Bostonians  and  visitors  to  Bos- 
ton were  reminded  of  this  by  a French 
and  a German  film  which  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre  recalled  from  the  cinema’s  files 
as  part  of  an  international  film  festival. 
Both  of  these  pictures  raise  an  eloquent, 
sincere  voice  for  peace. 

“Jean  Renoir,  in  the  moving  ‘Grand  Il- 
lusion,’ insists  that  even  the  waste  of 
war  cannot  blast  entirely  the  basic  human 
qualities  of  tenderness  and  unselfishness. 
G.  W.  Pabst’s  ‘Kameradshaft’  makes  an 
even  more  positive  assertion  for  peace  by 
picturizing,  with  extraordinary  realism,  a 
real  post-war  incident  in  which  German 
miners  crossed  into  Prance  to  aid  Frenc. 
workers  trapped  by  a mine  disaster. 

“At  one  point  of  ‘Kameradshaft’  the 
leader  of  the  German  rescue  effort  en- 
courages to  action  his  reluctant  col- 
leagues with  a question  which  must  be 
echoing  today  across  a warring  world. 
‘Haven’t  those  trapped  men  got  wives  and 
children,  too?’  he  asks.  The  men  answer 
by  joining  the  expedition. 

“Today,  the  little  people  of  the  world — 
the  miners,  the  clerks,  the  grocers,  the 
factory  workers,  the  bakers,  the  ditch  dig- 
gers— seem  trapped  behind  barriers  of 
barbed  wire,  of  nationalism,  of  grasping 
political  and  economic  interest.  One  day 
men  of  all  the  world  will  chorus  with  one 
voice:  ‘Haven’t  those  trapped  men  got 
wives  and  children,  too?’  And  when  all 
the  little  people  behind  all  the  barriers 
ask  that  question  together,  then  the  mis- 
takes of  statesmen  will  never  again  lead 
them  to  a great,  a terrible  illusion.” 


Maine  theatre  had  a fire  sometime  ago. 

W.  F.  McGee,  manager  of  the  open  air 
theatre  in  Providence,  was  in  town  last 
week  . . . Jerry  Wagner,  manager  of  the 
Colonial  in  Newport,  was  up  from  Rhode 
Island  ...  Ed  Golden,  Republic  executive 
conferred  with  Herman  Rifkin  here. 

Al  Somerby,  operator  of  the  Howard 
Atheneum,  and  Joseph  H.  Breenan, 
MPTOA  secretary,  represented  the  film 
industry  on  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  Mayor’s  Field  Day,  charitable  event 
sponsored  by  Mayor  Maurice  Tobin  of 
Boston. 

Harold  Davidson,  local  DeForest  sound 
engineer,  has  been  fishing  off  the  shore 
this  summer  in  a 16-foot  runabout  in 
which  he  uses  a 10  h.p.  motor.  Davidson 
got  some  play  a few  days  ago  when  he 
hooked  several  sharks. 

Newell  Kurson,  Graphic  Theatre  circuit 
executive,  has  been  supervising  the  inter- 
ior rejuvenation  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
in  Danvers.  New  seats  and  a new  marquee 
are  among  the  renovations  for  the  recent- 
ly acquired  Massachusetts  house. 

Thomas  A.  Brook  has  put  in  new  sound 
equipment  at  the  Olympia  Theatre  in  Cam- 
bridge. 

Ed  Reed,  operator  of  the  Strand  in 
Providence,  was  in  town  last  week  . . . 
Fred  Greene,  Woonsocket  exhibitor,  was 
m from  the  Nutmeg  state  ...  Ed  Myer- 
son  of  the  Davis  Square  in  Somerville  is 
back  from  New  York. 

Mary  Trainor,  veteran  Columbia  em- 
ploye, is  mourning  the  death  of  her  moth- 
er ..  . Miss  Trainor,  who  recently  under- 
went a serious  operation,  is  expected  back 
at  the  exchange  about  October  1. 

Ray  Marsh,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Paramount  Theatre  at  Schroon  Lake,  N.  Y., 
is  now  acting  assistant  manager  for  the 
Graphic  Theatre  circuit  in  Belfast,  Me. 
The  house  is  the  only  one  that  has  been 
closed  to  date  by  the  Sam  Kurson  chain. 
There  were  no  definite  closing  dates  up 
to  early  this  week  for  darkenings  of  other 
Graphic  summer  houses. 

Martin  J.  Mullin  and  Sam  Pinanski 
con.inued  to  have  their  60  Scollay  Square 
headquarters  renovated  . . . Louis  Cohn 
and  Harry  Cohen  are  reopening  the  Gar- 
den Theatre  in  Springfield. 

Herbert  Graffam,  assistant  chief  of 
staff  at  Loew’s  State,  was  ill  last  week 
with  a combination  of  hay  fever  and  flu 
. . . Marie  Nessikian  of  Loew’s  State  was 
slightly  injured  last  week  in  an  automo- 
bile accident. 

Bernard  Harwell  has  been  appointed  as- 
sistant manager  for  the  Graphic  Theatre 
circuit  in  Ellsworth,  Me. 

Anna  Hughes,  MPTO  assistant  secretary, 
is  back  from  a New  Hampshire  vacation 
. . . Claire  Singer  of  the  accounting  de- 
partment of  MkP  Theatres  Corp.  has  been 
(Continued  on  page  103) 
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E.  M.  LOEW  IS  RIGHT  ! 

BRENKERT  LAMPS 
ARE  THE  CHAMPS 


The  independent  circuit  opera- 
tor picked  the  winner  when  he 
chose  Brenkert  Enarc  Lamps 
for  the  Gayety  Theatre,  Boston. 

This  best  engineered  and  best 
constructed  projection  lamp  in 
the  industry  ranks  first  in  ef- 
ficiency, serviceability,  clear- 
ness, accuracy,  accessibility, 
appearance  and  economy. 

You,  too,  will  have  the  best 
by  test  if  you  Capitalize  with 
Brenkert, 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 
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Protection  Occasions 
Much  Questioning 

(Continued  from  page  97) 

sonally”  by  exhibitors  in  regard  to  his 
policy  of  theatre  acquisition. 

“Oh,”  Zukor  said,  “I  imagine  they  did. 
I can’t  exactly  remember.” 

Ryan  asked  Zukor  if  he  knew  what 
“protection”  is  in  the  industry. 

“Vaguely,”  Zukor  said. 

“Is  protection  something  that  is  based 
on  competition?”  the  attorney  said. 

“No,  protection  originally  is  based,  from 
my  viewpoint  (you  must  remember  that 
I speak  only  for  the  producers’  view- 
point) ...  we  can  only  survive  or  spend 
money  for  negatives  if  we  can  get  a first- 
run  theatre  that  can  pay  a good  pi'ice  for 
that  picture  because  it  is  very  evident,  and 
in  practice  it  worked  out,  that  the  second 
and  subsequent-runs,  put  it  that  way,  are 
so  far  from  the  first-runs,  as  far  as  reve- 
nue is  concerned,  that  you  must  give  this 
first-run  theatre  which  has  equipment, 
management,  palatial  outfit,  charging,  we 
will  assume,  50  or  75  per  cent  more  ad- 
mission than  the  second-run  house,  that 
unless  you  give  that  house,  that  protection 
that  the  subsequent-run  is — there’s  a space 
between  the  subsequent-run  and  this  first- 
run,  you  measure  commensurately  with  the 
revenue  you  derive  out  of  that  first-run 
house. 

Protection  for  Revenue 

“You  must  give  them  protection.”  Zukor 
continued,  “so  that  then  the  second-run 
which  will  charge  50  to  75  per  cent  less 
than  the  first-run,  the  first-run  can  get 
all  the  patronage  in  order  to  get  the  re- 
turn, then  you’re  in  the  position  to  get 
at  the  basis  on  which  the  second-run 
house  can  exist.  I’m  giving  you  my  own 
viewpoint.  Unless  you  have  it.  you  don’t 
benefit  the  second-run  house,  you  destroy 
the  possibility  of  the  first-rim  and  you 
come  into  a situation  where  the  accounts 
don’t  balance.  There  isn’t  enough  revenue 
coming  in  for  the  pictures  to  enable  you 
to  continue. 

“Now,  there  isn’t  a set  rule,  and  you 
cannot  set  the  rule.  For  instance,  there 
may  be  a situation  in  New  York,  that 
means  nothing.  You  could  apply  that  to 
Boston.  I am  sure  you  could  apply  it  t 
Philadelphia.  In  other  words,  in  Phila- 
delphia you  have  to  run  downtown  first, 
so  that  discretion  must  be  used  between 
the  first-run  and  the  second-run  that  will 
benefit  primarily  the  producer  first,  next 
the  exhibitor  who  is  running  these  pictures 
first  and  second-run  and  there’s  no  way 
to  determine  that,  Mr.  Ryan,  except  in  a 
particular  location,  a particular  section  or 
city  where  the  geographical  situations 
are  such  that  you  can  determine  that  30 
days,  20  days,  two  weeks  is  enough  time 
for  that  protection. 

“But,  I say,  if  you  haven’t  got  that 
protection.”  declared  Zukor,  “I  say,  you 
can’t  make  pictures.  That’s  my  personal 
opinion.” 

“Now,  should  protection  extend  only  to 
what  you  might  call  to  a competitive 
area,  that  is,  where  there  are  other  thea- 
tres in  competition?”  asked  Ryan. 

“No,  protection  should  apply  exactly  if 


JN  A CONTEST  sponsored  by  the  Winni- 
pesaukee  Gardens  at  the  Weirs  for  the 
selection  of  “Miss  Winnipesaukee,”  Man- 
ager Jimmy  Irvin  specified  that  girls  seek- 
ing the  title  must  be  attired  in  “shorts.” 

Bernard  Gendron  of  Hillsborough  is 
manager  of  a theatre  in  Norwich,  Conn. 

Miss  Lois  Truax  was  chosen  as  “Miss 
New  Hampshire”  in  finals  held  on  the 
stage  of  the  Colonial  Theatre  in  Nashua. 
There  were  six  other  contestants.  Mayor 
Eugene  H.  Lemay  crowned  the  winner  at 
the  theatre. 

While  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  was  on  the 
screen  at  Memorial  Hall  in  Wolfeboro,  spe- 
cial showings  were  given  for  boys’  and 
girls’  summer  camps  in  that  Lake  Win- 
nipesaukee area. 

Jimmy  Kenefec,  for  50  years  a stage 


you  owned  all  of  the  theatres  or  none  of 
the  theatres,”  replied  Zukor. 

"Well,  protection  is  given  for  a certain 
area  for  a certain  length  of  time?” 

“Yes.” 

“And  the  area  it  covers  is  the  area 
from  which  you  would  expect  protection 
so  that  another  picture  theatre,  the  thea- 
tre protected  against,  might  not  be  able 
to  draw  patronage  from  the  protected 
theatre?” 

"No,  it  isn’t.  When  you  spoke  about  pro- 
tection, I said,  understand  if  you  can, 
that  when  you  play  a picture  first-run  or 
second-run,  whatever  it  is,  that  there  is 
a lapse  of  time  between  the  first-run  and 
the  second-run,  or  whatever  subsequent- 
runs  is  in  between,  for  the  protection  in 
the  first  instance  for  that  theatre  that 
runs  it  first — is  that  right?” 

“Yes.  That’s  what  I understood  you  to 
answer,”  said  Ryan. 

“That’s  what  I answered.” 

Showmanship  Is  Solution 

“Well,  there  wouldn’t  be  any  necessity 
of  giving  protection  against  a theatre 
unless  it  were  expected  that  that  theatre 
would  draw  from  the  theatre  that  got  the 
protection?  Is  that  correct?”  asked  Ryan. 

“No.  You  see  when  you  give  the  pro- 
tection, here’s  what  happens  as  I see  it: 
We  will  say  a first-run  house  has  got  to 
advertise  its  wares  through  newspapers 
and  he  will  charge,  let’s  assume,  50  cents 
admission.  If  he  hasn’t  got  enough  pro- 
tection between  that  50-cent  price  and  say 
the  next  price  would  be  25-cents,  he  will 
not  spend  the  money  to  establish  his 
picture  so  that  it  will  draw  attention,  not 
from  this  particular  section  where  the  sec- 
ond-run house  is,  but  from  the  whole 
neighborhood;  and  it  works  both  ways. 

“Everybody  can’t  have  an  automobile  to 
come  into  that  theatre,  but  the  mere  fact 
that  the  circulation  of  the  daily  papers 
of  that  particular  large  center  goes 
throughout  that  whole  neighborhood,  I 
claim  that  it  more  than  compensates  the 
second-run  house  if  a space  in  between, 
which  is  fair  to  both  sides,  is  left  open 
so  that  when  that  house  comes  and  gets 
it  for  a second-run  house,  they  don’t 
have  to  have  any  publicity.  'They  depend 
entirely  upon  the  neighborhood. 

“The  picture  has  been  well  introduced 
and  he  gets  the  benefit  of  the  first-run’s 


comedian,  recently  celebrated  his  85th 
birthday  in  Wolfeboro.  Before  retiring 
three  years  ago,  he  operated  the  Casino  in 
that  town  under  Ansel  B.  Sanborn,  who 
also  runs  several  film  houses. 

Bette  Davis,  film  actress,  spent  a week’s 
vacation  at  Beckett’ s-on- Sugar  Hill  . . . 
The  Barnstormers,  summer  theatre  group 
in  Tamworth  headed  by  Francis  Cleveland, 
son  of  the  late  President  Grover  Cleve- 
land, concluded  their  1939  season  with  the 
presentation  of  Clifford  Odets’  “Rocket  to 
the  Moon.” 

In  a large  special  advertising  layout  in 
the  Manchester  newspapers  featuring  air- 
conditioning  firms  and  users,  the  Lyric, 
State,  Globe  and  Empire  theatres  in  the 
Queen  City  had  space  emphasizing  the 
added  comfort  offered  patrons  through 
such  systems. 


advertising  and  that’s  why  I believe  that 
protection  is  a benefit  to  the  industry. 
It  doesn’t  benefit  me  or  you  individually 
but  it  benefits  us  alike.  'That’s  my  con- 
tention.” 

“Well,  now  if  the  protection  weren’t 
given  a theatre  in  that  area,  if  it  were 
allowed  to  play  the  picture,  would  it  draw 
from  the  first-run  house  to  which  the 
protection  normally  is  given?”  questioned 
Ryan. 

“No,  he  wouldn’t.  That  second-run 
house,  coming  so  straight  on  top  of  the 
other,  the  publicity  that  goes  with  a first- 
run  house  wouldn’t  have  made  sufficient 
impression  on  the  public  to  benefit  the 
second-run  house.  Our  experience  is  that 
in  any  community,  a good,  a well-man- 
aged, a well-publicized  picture  and  a well 
managed  theatre  and  a well  run  house,  if 
a picture  makes  a success  in  that  theatre 
in  dollars  and  cents,  that  subsequent -rim 
will  realize  a profit.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  a picture  is  not  properly  exploited, 
neither  the  exhibitor  nor  the  producer 
gets  the  benefit,”  responded  Adolph 
Zukor. 


Mum  on  Flesh 

Hartford — Nothing  has  been  learned  as 
yet  to  the  effect  that  the  Loew-Poli  Pal- 
ace, under  the  management  of  Louis 
Cohen,  will  offer  flesh  this  fall,  thus  offer- 
ing competition  to  Hartford’s  only  vaude- 
ville house  at  the  present  time — the  State. 


Now  It's  All  Gone 


Hartford — City  residents  who  still  re- 
member the  days  of  the  now  defunct  Par- 
sons Theatre  were  interested  last  week  to 
know  that  some  of  it  has  remained  on  the 
former  site  of  the  famous  theatre  at  Pros- 
pect Street. 

Workmen  on  the  Prospect  Street  widen- 
ing project  had  to  cart  away  the  other 
day  two  more  truckloads  of  it,  a portion, 
according  to  local  sources,  of  the  rath- 
skeller which  was  once  located  under  the 
lobby  of  the  famed  theatre. 

The  Parsons  Theatre  was  noted  in  its 
heyday  as  a theatre  which  boasted  of  its 
fine  stage  plays.  It  was  torn  down  in  1936. 
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0ROWN  THEATRE  showed  Polish  films 
last  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  . . . 
A “Texas  Cowgirl  Revue”  was  offered  pa- 
trons of  the  Court  Square  Theatre  in 
Springfield,  Mass.,  last  weekend  . . . Man- 
ager Jim  McCarthy  of  the  Strand,  a War- 
ner unit,  tied  in  with  the  Hartford  Times 
in  announcing  his  forthcoming  fall  sea- 
son by  having  pictures  and  writeups  pub- 
lished . . . Seats  are  being  installed  for  the 
new  State  Theatre  in  Jewett  City. 

Rialto,  Windsor  Locks,  had  flesh  some 
days  ago.  Appearing  was  Harry  Brunell’s 
Revue. 

Rudy  Prank,  new  publicity  man  at  the 
Harris  Brothers  State  Theatre,  seems  to 
be  doing  a nice  job.  For  the  visit  of  screen 
stars  “Rochester”  and  Betty  Grable  he  ob- 
tained space  in  the  local  press  for  pictures, 
writeups,  etc.  Last  week  Rudy  started  to 
“go  to  town”  on  the  Gene  Krupa  visit 
with  prizes  for  theatre  patrons. 

Ho  permits  have  beeti  issued  as  yet  in 
New  Britain  for  the  operating  of  the  game 
or  playing  of  the  game  Bingo.  Police  Chief 
W.  C.  Hart  said  some  days  ago  that  a 
decision  is  being  awaited  from  the  attor- 
ney general  to  that  effect. 

Jack  Gamble  is  manager  of  the  Avon 
Theatre  in  Stamford.  Jack  formerly  was 
with  the  Regent  Theatre  in  Norwalk  . . . 
Work  has  started  on  rebuilding  of  the 
Loew-Poli  marquee  in  Meriden  . . . Back 
from  vacation  in  New  London  is  Harry 
Cohen,  treasurer,  Winchester  Amusement 
Co.  of  Springfield,  Mass. 

Swedish  films  have  been  started  at  the 
Rivoli  Theatre  . . . Mrs.  M.  Oakley  Chris- 
toph, film  critic  and  columnist  for  the 
Hartford  Courant  was  back  in  town  after 
a vacation  of  several  weeks  spent  in  Eu- 
rope. Among  the  guest  columnists  appear- 
ing in  "For  Your  Information  About  Local 
Entertainment,”  Mrs.  Christoph’s  usual 
space,  were  Henry  Needles,  district  man- 
ager of  Warner  and  New  England  repre- 
sentative for  the  same  firm;  Mickey  Roo- 
ney, M-G-M  screen  star;  Irene  Dunne, 
Joan  Crawford,  and  many  others  of  note. 

George  Freeman,  Loew-Poli,  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  with  the  Mrs.  and  the  fam- 
ily fox  terrier,  back  from  two  weeks  of 
vacation  at  Hampton  Beach  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Conrose’s  Cinema  City  Theatre  in  Sound 
View  closed  up  some  days  ago — with  the 
close  of  the  summer  season  at  that  shore 
resort.  Manager  was  Julian  B.  Tuthill  of 
the  Hartford  Times.  Conrose’s  (Conn  and 
Rosenthal)  also  operate  Palomar  Dance- 
land,  Hartford. 

In  and  about  Connecticut:  Freddie  Qua- 
trano.  Lido  Theatre,  Waterbury,  a recent 
visitor  to  the  World’s  Pair  in  New  York 
. . . “Gala  Swing  Nite,”  something  new  in 
the  way  of  theatre  attractions  at  the  Loew- 
Poli,  Meriden,  is  reported  to  have  been  a 
great  success  on  its  opening  night  . . . 
Joe  Miklos,  assistant  manager.  Embassy 
Theatre,  New  Britain,  won  the  City  of  New 
Britain’s  Single  Tennis  Championship  . . . 
Eddie  Seaman,  17-year-old  New  Havener, 
died  suddenly  in  a downtown  New  Haven 


drug  store.  Eddie  was  an  usher  at  the  War- 
ner Theatre  in  the  Elm  City  . . . Bill  Finn, 
usher  at  the  Loew  Poll  Theatre,  Bridge- 
port, back  on  the  job  following  an  ap- 
pendicitis operation. 

The  work  on  the  Borough  Theatre  in 
Groton  is  scheduled  to  be  finished  on  or 
about  October  1,  according  to  reports  re- 
ceived in  Hartford.  The  theatre’s  founda- 
tion was  started  in  the  month  of  July.  An- 
other new  theatre  in  Connecticut  is  going 
up  on  Prospect  Street  in  Ridgefield.  Speak- 
ing of  all  the  new  theatre  building  going 
on  in  the  state  . . . Question:  Just  why 
hasn’t  the  town  of  Wethersfield,  with  a 
population  of  nearly  10,000,  one  theatre, 
while  towns  with  even  smaller  populations 
have  one  or  two? 

Comments  are  still  heard  from  passers- 
by  on  State  Street  when  they  pass  the 
Regal  as  to  the  new  marquee  which  is  a 
thing  of  brilliantly-lighted  workmanship. 

With  fall  just  about  here  and  the  greater 
motion  picture  season  on,  local  exhibitors 
have  been  a bit  more  clever  than  usual  in 
getting  the  local  press  to  plug  their  thea- 
tres. Managers  have  brought  in  new  meth- 
ods of  attracting  the  press,  radio  and,  of 
course,  the  patrons.  Manager  Jack  Simons 
of  the  Loew-Poli  on  Main  Street  had  in 
mind  a parade  to  start  in  Massachusetts, 
go  to  Hartford,  continue  to  New  York, 
where  Grover  Whalen  will  extend  greetings 
at  the  metropolis. 


Gordon,  Lockwood  May 
Build  Uxbridge  House 

Boston — Louis  Gordon  and  Arthur 
Lockwood,  circuit  owners,  may  put  up  a 
new  theatre  in  Uxbridge.  The  chain  re- 
cently bought  out  Mrs.  Rose  Coriarty’s 
interest  in  the  Bijou  there.  Edward  Eis- 
ner, associated  with  Gordon  and  Lockwood, 
has  leased  a storage  house  as  a possible 
theatre  site.  Entry  of  competition  is  also 
mentioned  for  the  town  with  the  incom- 
ing of  another  circuit,  one  of  the  newer 
combines,  is  a possibility. 


Permit  Adorno  to  Build 
Ozoner  in  Middletown 

Boston — Salvatore  Adorno  has  been 
granted  a permit  to  put  up  an  open-air 
house  in  Middletown,  Conn.  Adorno  for- 
merly had  an  interest  in  three  Middle- 
town  houses  which  were  recently  leased 
by  Morris  Pouzzner,  Boston  circuit  owner, 
after  a partnership  dispute  threw  the  lo- 
cations on  the  market. 


Ralph  Tully,  Sam  Feinstein 
Win  "Honolulu"  Contest 

Boston — Ralph  Tully,  manager  of  the 
Central  in  Biddeford,  Me.,  won  the  $50 
first  prize  in  the  “Honolulu”  publicity  con- 
test jointly  sponsored  by  M-G-M  and  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  Sam  Feinstein,  man- 
ager of  the  Shawmut  in  Roxbury,  took 
second  money  of  $25.  Both  companies 
are  now  running  a similar  competition 
focused  on  “On  Borrowed  Time.” 


^LOSING  of  the  race  season  at  Narra- 
gansett  track  Saturday  just  as  the  new 
fall  output  of  hit  films  is  arriving  is  be- 
ing looked  on  favorably  by  local  theatre 
managers  who  foresee  good  grosses  for 
the  next  few  weeks.  Last  Saturday  saw 
Bing  Crosby  present  at  Narragansett  Park, 
attracting  more  interest  than  many  of  the 
horses  and  jockeys. 

Anthony  Romano,  a patient  at  Newport 
Naval  Hospital  for  the  past  few  weeks, 
was  dismissed  from  the  institution  last 
Saturday  and  is  now  convalescing  at  his 
home  here.  It  will  be  several  weeks  before 
he  will  be  able  to  resume  his  duties  as 
general  manager  for  Associated  Theatres 
chain. 

Manager  Lawrence  O’Keefe  ended  the 
season  for  Block  Island’s  Empire  Theatre 
September  10.  He  expects  to  operate  the 
house  again  next  summer  . . . Stanzler 
interests  also  closed  up  shop  at  their  Ca- 
sino Theatre,  Narragansett  Pier,  that  same 
date. 

John  B.  Findley,  manager  of  Central 
and  United  Theatres,  Westerly,  was  re- 
lieved late  last  week  to  receive  a cable 
from  Mrs.  Findley,  touring  in  Sweden 
and  Finland,  saying  she  had  sailed  from 
Kotaka,  Finland,  aboard  Carolina  Thor- 
den,  a Finnish  ship,  and  should  be  at  New 
York  by  the  IZth. 

Greater  Movie  Season  parade  staged  in 
the  downtown  area  last  Saturday  after- 
noon attracted  plenty  of  attention.  One 
estimator  figured  at  least  10,000  persons 
lined  Westminster  St.  as  the  procession 
passed  by.  Lineup  included  two  bands,  a 
dozen  bannered  midget  Crosley  cars  with 
femme  drivers,  uniformed  ushers  from 
Loew’s  toting  silken  banners  heralding 
forthcoming  M-G-M  hits,  and  probably 
some  other  features  we  failed  to  notice. 
Credit  goes  to  Division  Manager  H.  M. 
Addison,  and  Resident  Manager  Edward 
McBride  of  Loew’s  State  for  local  ar- 
rangements. 

Frank  R.  Stoch  of  RKO’s  New  York 
office  in  town  doing  special  promotion 
work  on  "Fifth  Avenue  Girl.”  Among  nov- 
elty ideas  he  is  putting  across,  assisted  by 
Bill  Morton,  house  publicist,  is  a Beef 
Stew  Contest  in  which  patrons  are  in- 
vited to  send  in  their  pet  receipts  for  that 
dish.  Group  of  clubwomen  will  judge  en- 
tries and  select  several.  Then  these  will 
be  prepared  on  stage  of  theatre  in  a 
kitchen  setting  arranged  by  Providence 
Gas  Co.  Finished  dishes  then  are  to  be 
judged  by  a cop,  fireman  and  hotel  chef 
who  will,  on  taste  basis,  choose  best  stews 
in  contest.  Trade  certificates  good  at  big 
department  stores  will  be  the  prizes. 

Ad  prepared  by  Jack  Carroll,  press  agent 
for  Edward  M.  Ray’s  several  theatres  here, 
telling  of  installation  of  new  sound  equip- 
ment at  Pays,  used  in  Providence  Journal 
several  weeks  ago,  was  selected  by  Altec 
Service  Corp.,  as  best  used  in  50  New 
England  theatres  this  year.  Reproduc- 
tions of  ads  are  being  sent  out  by  Altec 
as  specimens  for  future  installations. 
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gUNDAY  vaudeville  returned  to  New 

Haven  with  a bang  as  the  Arena  opened 
with  Ted  Pio  Rito  and  George  Hall  bands, 
plus  the  Radio  Rogues  of  “Hellzapoppin,” 
Dolly  Dawn  and  others.  Nathan  Podoloff, 
manager,  reports  it  will  be  a regular  Sun- 
day afternoon  and  evening  policy. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman,  Abe  Fishman  and 
Lawrence  Caplan  of  Fishman  Theatres  are 
back  from  an  extended  stay  in  Atlantic 
City  following  the  Allied  of  New  Jersey 
convention.  Maurice  Shulman,  Allied  of 
Connecticut  president,  also  attended  the 
meet. 

A1  Pickus  postponed  opening  of  the  for- 
mer Annex,  New  Haven,  now  Fairmont, 
from  the  10th  to  the  16th  because  of  de- 
lays in  remodeling  . . . New  right-of-way 
ejectment  suit  has  been  filed  by  Franklyn 
Arrigoni,  owner  of  the  Middlesex,  Middle- 
town,  against  Salvatore  Adorno.  While 
equipment  remains  standing  in  the  fin- 
ished, but  never  opened,  Adorno  airdrome, 
the  former  Middletown  theatreman  is  re- 
ported to  be  progressing  with  plans  for  a 
year-round  house  . . . Last-minute  post- 
ponement scheduled  opening  of  the  State, 
Jewett  City,  for  the  15th. 

There  is  once  more  talk  of  the  pro- 
posed 500-seat  Bethel  Theatre  for  which 
Athan  Prakas  of  the  Rivoli,  Bridgeport, 
has  bought  an  additional  piece  of  land  . . . 
Renovation  of  the  500-seaf  Windsor  is  ex- 
pected to  be  finished  by  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber . . . Leo  Schapiro  has  returned  his 
Guilford  to  its  winter  schedule,  reducing 
matinees  from  daily  to  Saturday  only. 

Columbia  will  have  a special  trade 
screening  of  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington” in  one  of  the  downtown  theatres 
on  October  10.  which  has  been  designated 
as  National  Governors’  Day  . . . “Golden 
Boy”  is  set  for  a minimum  of  three  weeks 
at  E.  M.  Loew’s,  Hartford. 

Results  of  Metro,  Warner,  Warner  Thea- 
tres, and  Paramomit  drives  are  expected 
momentarily,  and  local  office  staffs  al- 
ready are  spending  their  money  prizes. 
Universal’s  $1,500  prize  drive  will  be  over 
in  October,  and  20th-Fox  in  December. 
The  boys  and  girls  extend  their  hands  to 
exhibitors  who  lent  and  are  lending  sup- 
port. 

Modem  Theatre  Equipment  will  install 
new  booth  equipment  in  Strand  Amuse- 
ment’s Rialto,  Bridgeport.  Also  new  booth 
equipment  in  A1  Pickus’  Fairmont,  New 
Haven,  formerly  the  Annex.  Installation  of 
new  projectors  in  the  Anger  Alcazar, 
Naugatuck,  by  Modern  was  completed  this 
week  . . . Emil  Peldberg  of  National  Screen 
has  closed  with  the  new  State,  Jewett  City, 
for  trailers  and  accessories,  and  with  the 
Wilkinson,  Wallingford,  for  trailers. 

Bingo  has  now  added  Naugatuck.  An- 
sonia  and  Derby  to  its  growing  approved 
list  of  towns  in  the  state  . . . Exhibitors  are 
watching  results  of  the  organization-spon- 
sored "Honey”  at  the  New  Broadbrook  and 
Capitol,  East  Haven,  first  in  the  territory 
to  take  the  step. 

Sympathy  to  Thomas  Donaldson,  Metro 
manager,  who  was  called  to  New  Hamp- 
shire because  of  the  sudden  death  of  his 


brother  . . . John  Kata  of  the  State,  New 
Britain,  was  an  infrequent  visitor  on  the 
Street  . . . Jolin  Pavone,  Warner  manager, 
has  returned  from  a few  days’  vacation 
. . . Dorothy  Canoff  is  the  new  secretary  to 
Lou  Phillips  . . . Edward  Ruff,  Paramount 
manager,  spent  the  Labor  Day  weekend  in 
bed  with  a cold. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Dombi  of  the  Brook- 
laivn,  Bridgeport,  made  it  a family  party 
for  the  World’s  Fair  . . . Lucy  Flack  of  the 
Capitol,  Milford,  and  her  sister  recently 
chalked  up  their  sixth  visit  to  the  Fair  . . . 
Carmen  Mascoli,  maiiager  of  the  Alham- 
bra, Waterbury,  had  a great  time  at  Wal- 
nut Beach  . . . If  you  were  wondering  about 
Milt  Hyams’  amorous  greeting  to  a lady 
on  Meadow  Street  the  other  day,  it  really 
was  Mrs.  Hyams  . . . “The  Star  Maker”  has 
opened  to  excellent  business  in  the  terri- 
tory, staying  ten  days  at  the  Paramount, 
New  Haven,  and  Allyn,  Hartford,  and  do- 
ing big  in  New  London,  South  Norwalk 
and  Bridgeport. 

Bushnell  Memorial,  Hartford,  will  be  the 
scene  of  the  world  premiere  of  a new  play 
by  Moss  Hart  and  George  S.  Kaufman, 
“The  Man  Who  Came  to  Dinner,”  on 
September  23.  Monty  Wooley,  the  lead, 
was  a former  drama  director  at  Yale  and 
played  the  man  about  town  in  “Midnight” 

. . . The  Colonial,  Bridgeport,  starts  the 
new  season  with  petit  point  ovenware  by 
Adolph  Johnson  . . . N.  C.  Wrisley  has  sold 
the  salmon  Priscilla  ovenware  to  the 
Crown,  Hartford  . . . Progressive  has  sold 
Rivoli,  Hartford,  its  Aristocrat  china;  Pe- 
quot.  New  Haven,  Premier  Bak-serv,  and 
Strand,  Winsted,  the  Regal,  Bak-serv. 

Guilford  strawhat’s  final  week  brought 
Louise  Platt  and  Charles  Farrell  in  “Rain.” 
Both  have  enjoyed  a successful  summer 
season  in  these  parts  . . . Secretary  of 

Loew's  Caravan  Tours 
New  England  Cities 

Boston — Four-Wheel  publicity  got  un- 
der way  last  week  when  a 10-car  caravan 
left  Boston  for  Worcester,  Providence, 
Springfield,  Hartford,  Meriden,  Water- 
bury, New  Haven,  Bridgeport  and  the 
World’s  Fair.  H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  divi- 
sional manager,  and  Harry  Shaw,  head  of 
the  New  England  division  of  Loew’s  Poli, 
sired  the  gasoline  exploitation  entourage. 

College  girls,  appropriately  costumed, 
drove  the  little  Crosleys  which  were  pro- 
moted from  the  Crosley  Company  of  Cin- 
cinnati by  the  theatres. 

Eight-cylinder  publicity  was  set  for  all 
the  spots  along  the  way;  with  parades, 
cooperative  ads,  window  displays,  and  all 
the  rest,  to  special  contests  in  each  local- 
ity by  which  “doubles”  of  M-G-M  feminine 
stars  are  to  be  picked.  In  Boston,  one 
Mildred  Harwell  got  the  choice  as  Bean 
Town’s  Myrna  Loy. 

Fred  Greenway,  Howard  Burkhardt,  Bob 
Russell,  Matt  Saunders,  Morris  Rosenthal, 
Harry  Rose,  Sam  Badamo,  Bill  Elder,  Ed 
Fitzpatrick,  Joe  Samartano,  Jack  Simons, 
Lou  Cohen,  George  Freeman,  Monk  Ma- 
loney, Joe  Anstea,  Bob  Portle,  and  Eddie 
McBride  are  the  managers  cooperating 
in  the  Loew’s  Poli  Movie  Hit  Parade. 


state  reports  show  filing  of  final  dissolu- 
tion certificate  for  the  Seymour  Amuse- 
ment Co.  . . . Conrose’s  Cinema  City, 
Sound  View,  is  closed  for  the  season,  and 
Manager  Julian  Tuthill,  who  writes  the 
theatre  page  of  the  Hartford  Times  muses 
out  loud  in  his  column:  “It’s  a wonder  that 
so  may  movie  managers  have  kept  out  of 
the  insane  asylum  for  it’s  a very  screwy 
business.”  He  tells  the  readers  he  has  kind 
words  for  Barney  Pitkin,  Ben  Simon,  Is- 
rael Levine  and  Larry  Orkin,  but  in  gen- 
eral his  thoughts  of  the  film  men  are  not 
that  kind. 

Jack  Bellman  of  Republic,  New  York, 
visited  the  local  exchange  a few  days  . . . 
Morris  Nunes  is  back  from  a weekend  at 
Cohasset  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Com- 
den  of  the  Fine  Arts,  Westport,  just  re- 
turned from  a weekend  at  Belmont.  George 
says  his  wife  won  the  daily  doubles,  but 
he  lost  double  daily  . . . 20th-Fox  has 
dramatized  its  scoreboard  on  the  drive 
with  such  titles  as  “Hustler”  Wright, 
“Knock  ’Em  Dead”  Germaine,  “Rip  Roar- 
ing” Hoffman,  “Killer  Pop”  Popolizio.  The 
girls  are  “Sonja  Henie,”  “Arlene  Whelan,” 
“Alice  Faye,”  etc.  All  putting  on  a good  act 
and  making  a play  for  the  prize  money. 

The  Rialto,  Windsor  Locks,  tried  Harry 
Brunell’s  Revue  for  a two-day  stand  . . . 
“When  Tomorrow  Comes”  stayed  three 
weeks  at  the  Regal,  Hartford  . . . Michael 
Tomasino  reopened  the  Victory,  New 
Haven,  September  15,  and  is  working  on 
weekly  Jewish  pictures  as  special  feature 
. . . Rumor  around  the  Street  that  J.  Di- 
Francesco,  former  operator  of  the  Annex, 
is  planning  to  build  a new  theatre  ...  A 
report  also  of  a new  theatre  in  Cheshire. 

Law  prohibiting  work  of  women  in  cer- 
tain places  after  10  o’clock  was  invoked 
to  fire  Trixy  Wells’  girl  orchestra  from 
Lombard’s  restaurant  in  Bridgeport.  Com- 
missioner says  he  received  complaint  in 
this  instance  but  isn’t  planning  general 
use  of  the  law,  which,  if  enforced  would 
bar  girl  musicians  from  playing  in  pub- 
lic places  after  ten,  girl  singers  in  road- 
houses, and  other  entertainers. 

The  Howard  almost  gave  the  wrong  im- 
pression with  this  dual:  “Glassware  Night” 
— “Magnificent  Fraud”  . . . Mrs.  Eleanor 
Bidwell,  cashier,  who  allegedly  took  about 
$4,000  from  the  Strand,  Plainville,  was 
bound  over  to  Hartford  county  superior 
court  under  bond  of  $1,000  . . . Naugatuck 
will  grant  permits  to  churches  and  fra- 
ternal organizations  to  play  Bingo,  but 
only  after  each  application  has  been 
thoroughly  investigated. 

Bob  Russell  put  on  a Joan  Crawford 
doubles  contest  over  WELI,  winner  join- 
ing the  parade  of  the  New  Movie  Season 
celebration  here,  with  Norma  Shearer  and 
Rosalind  Russell  doubles  winners  in  other 
Poli  towns  . . . Jack  O’Connell,  assistant 
at  the  Roger  Sherman,  has  returned  from 
a late  vacation.  The  rains  came  during 
his  second  week,  but  didn’t  bother  Jack 
. . . Lou  Schaefer  of  the  Paramount  tied 
in  with  MacFadden  Publications,  to  dis- 
tribute 10,000  “Beau  Geste”  heralds  in 
Liberty  and  Photoplay,  delivery  boys 
wearing  special  hats  like  those  in  the  pic- 
ture. 
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An  Affinity  Finder 


Boston— The  astute  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology  and  Loew’s,  Inc., 
cooperated  in  bringing  science  into  the 
exploitation  field.  Joe  DiPesa  and  Joseph 
Longo  of  the  circuit’s  publicity  office  got 
an  MIT  student  to  lay  out  a so-called 
love  machine  which  was  later  used  in 
lobby  exploitation  for  “Lady  of  the  Trop- 
ics.” 

The  gadget  worked  on  the  interrupted 
circuit  idea.  The  better  the  contact  made 
between  the  couples  engaging  in  the  test, 
the  stronger  were  the  electrical  impulses 
recorded.  Ultimate  reaction  was  ringing 
of  the  bell  and  simultaneous  awarding  of 
two  passes  by  Fred  Greenway  to  the  Loew’s 
State. 

Cockney  English  Has  Short 
Shrift  in  Massachusetts 

Boston — “What  the  ruddy  ’ell!”  the 
Massachusetts  censors  ruled  that  bit  of 
dialogue  out  of  M-G-M’s  “The  Lambeth 
Walk.”  It  was  one  of  two  eliminations 
in  the  latest  list  of  eighty  motion  pictures 
to  go  before  the  Bureau  of  Sunday  Cen- 
sorship. 

The  only  other  cut  was  four  words 
of  dialogue  in  another  M-G-M  feature, 
“The  Women;”  to-wit,  “Oh,  that  old 
bag.” 

Among  the  unscathed  celluloids  were 
RKO’s  “Fifth  Avenue  Girl,”  20th-Fox’s 
“Stop,  Look  and  Love,”  Republic’s  “Flight 
at  Midnight,”  Monogram’s  “Irish  Luck,” 
and  First  National’s  “Dust  be  My  Destiny.” 

Seven  vaudeville  routines  were  disap- 
proved for  Sunday  exhibitions  during  the 
same  length  of  time. 


Kurson  Sets  Up  Boston 
Office  for  Graphic 

Boston — Kenneth  Kurson,  field  mana- 
ger for  the  Graphic  Theatre  circuit,  has 
established  a Boston  office  following  the 
expansion  to  Massachusetts  of  the  chain 
which  formerly  held  to  northern  New  Eng- 
land and  New  York.  The  initial  Graphic 
move  to  this  city  went  into  effect  several 
months  ago  when  Newell  Kurson,  buyer 
and  booker,  established  local  headquarters 
on  Stuart  St. 

The  circuit’s  business  heretofore  had 
been  handled  out  of  Bangor. 


Report  to  Allied 

New  Haven — Allied  Theatres  of  Con- 
necticut, at  its  meeting  to  be  held  Tues- 
day, September  19,  will  hear  a report  from 
its  president,  Maurice  Shulman,  and  from 
Jack  Fishman  on  the  New  Jersey  con- 
vention of  Allied.  The  nomination  of  of- 
ficers also  will  be  the  order  of  the  meeting. 


Lee  House  Likely 

Boston — A new  theatre,  to  be  named 
just  that,  is  a possibility  for  Lee.  The 
Formento  circuit,  which  already  operates 
the  Park  in  the  Massachusetts  community, 
is  taking  bids  for  the  job. 
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sojourning  in  New  York  . . . Rose 
Rubin,  Esther  Sharps  and  Helen  Chauncey 
of  Republic  World  Faired  it  the  other 
weekend. 

M.  J.  Kavanagh,  formerly  manager  of 
the  Paramount  in  Cincinnati,  is  now  man- 
aging the  RKO  Albee  in  Providence  . . . 
William  McCourt,  acting  manager  of  the 
Rhode  Island  house,  is  back  as  assistant 
to  Ben  Domingo  at  Keith’s  Memorial  in 
Boston. 

Michael  Whalen  was  in  Fitchburg  last 
week  ...  I.  P.  Hutchinson,  exhibitor  at 
the  Strong  Theatre  in  Burlington,  was  in 
town  from  Vermont  last  week  . . . Thad 
C.  Barrows,  chief  projectionist  at  the  Met- 
tropolitan,  represented  this  territory  at  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  last  week  on  Pro- 
jectionists’ Day. 

Harry  Segal,  Imperial  Pictures  head  in 
New  England,  has  taken  over  the  distri- 
bution of  “Living  Dead,”  in  this  territory. 
George  Kraska  vidll  premiere  the  film  at 
the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  . . . R.  E.  Salisbury 
is  now  managing  the  Opera  House  at 
Presque  Isle,  Me.,  for  Wendell  Holmes. 

Gene  Keenan,  publicist  for  Herman 
Rifkin  of  Republic,  has  a tiein  with  the 
Boston  Traveler  whereby  that  paper  men- 
tions the  theatres  playing  the  “Dick 
Tracy’’  serial  in  return  for  screen  credits. 

Richard  Rubin,  operator  of  the  State  in 
Saugus,  and  his  family  are  back  at  their 
Newton  home  after  a summer  in  the  White 
Mountains  . . . H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s 
divisional  manager,  returned  to  town  last 
week  Wednesday  following  a circuit  tour 
. . . Harry  Shaw,  Loew’s  Poli  divisional 
manager  and  Mrs.  Shaw  were  in  last  week 
. . . Lou  Brown,  Loew’s  Poli  publicist,  was 
in  from  Connecticut  last  week. 

Jack  Martin  of  Republic  is  campaigning 
for  John  Kelly,  city  council  candidate,  and 
William  Drummey,  would-be  school  com- 
mitteeman. 

Film  district  offices  now  are  being  can- 
vassed by  the  metropolitan  district  police, 
armed  with  tickets  for  their  13th  bi-an- 
nual charity  grand  ball.  This  year’s  af- 
fair will  be  held  November  15  at  Sym- 
phony Hall. 

Al  Page  is  now  managing  the  Strand 
Theatre  in  Holyoke  . . . Page,  who  form- 
erly handled  the  Broadway  in  Springfield 
for  Sam  and  Nathan  Goldstein,  has  been 
replaced  at  that  house  by  George  Cole- 
man. 

Robert  Portle  and  Ed  Dolan  of  Loew’s 
Poli  in  Worcester  recently  dared  a woman 
to  sleep  in  a local  cemetery  as  ballyhoo 
on  a forthcoming  pix.  It  later  seemed  that 
no  cemetery  would  cooperate.  It  made 
the  stunt  all  the  better! 

E.  M.  Loew  plans  to  open  the  State 
Theatre  in  Sanford  on  September  20  . . . 
B.  J.  Perkins,  who  now  manages  the  Capi- 

( Continued  on  next  page) 


No  Passport  Problems 


Boston — “George  Bernard  Shaw’s  blast 
at  the  darkening  of  British  theatres  will 
be  understood  even  by  Americans  who 
question  both  his  humor  and  his  sincerity. 
Through  the  World  War  Americans  never 
lost  their  capacity  for  entertainments  or 
their  ability  to  see  a joke,”  the  Boston 
Post  wrote  editorially  last  week. 

“The  American  insists  on  being  enter- 
tained. The  old  ‘See  America  First’  slo- 
gan will  take  on  added  significance  as 
the  present  war  progresses.  Our  costal 
steamship  lines  and  the  railroads  and  air 
services  should  know  an  increased  patron- 
age. Our  theatres  should  provide  further 
divertisement  from  the  horrors  of  war.” 


The  Lily  in  Plainfield 
To  Be  Opened  by  Daly 

Plainfield,  Conn. — The  450-seat  Lily 
here  is  to  be  reopened  by  Michael  Daly, 
who  recently  acquired  it  from  Henry  Fon- 
taine, and  will  be  reseated  and  renovated. 

The  house  which  was  operated  part  time 
will  be  reopened  on  a six-a-week  schedule, 
30  cent  top  admission,  under  the  man- 
agership of  Edward  Sokolowsky,  who  has 
managed  Daly’s  Capitol,  Lowell,  the  past 
three  years. 

Sokolowsky  had  previous  experience  at 
the  Rialto,  New  Britain,  and  the  Daly, 
Hartford.  Arthur  Menard  replaces  him  at 
the  Capitol,  in  addition  to  managing  the 
Victory  in  Lowell. 


Brookline  Delay  May  Give 
Brighton  New  Theatre 

Boston — Permit  trouble  may  result  in 
building  of  an  M&P  'Theatres  Corp.  house 
on  the  Brighton  side  of  the  Cleveland 
Circle  area  recently  acquired  by  the  thea- 
tre interests.  The  Brookline  board  of  se- 
lectmen has  been  delaying  action  on  a 
petition  seeking  permission  to  erect  a 
$150,000  theatre  on  that  town’s  side  of  the 
line. 


Sneaked  Cigarette  Causes 
Blaze  in  Theatre  Balcony 

Burlington,  Vt. — Minor  damage  was 
done  to  the  balcony  of  the  Strong  Theatre 
when  a discarded  cigarette  started  a blaze. 
About  six  months  ago  considerable  dam- 
age resulted  to  the  same  balcony  when  a 
discarded  cigarette  started  a fire  that 
burned  through  the  roof.  Police  are  in- 
vestigating the  second  blaze  as  smoking  is 
not  allowed  in  Vermont  theatres. 


Alperin  Engaged 

Boston — William  Alperin,  executive  in 
the  Frederick  E.  Lieberman  circuit,  and 
Rose  Kane  are  engaged.  Nuptials  are  set 
for  December  25.  Alperin,  former  cashier 
at  the  local  Warner  exchange,  has  been 
with  the  circuit  for  the  past  few  years. 
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tol  in  the  Maine  community,  will  also 
cover  the  state. 


A1  Kenney  has  been  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  ticket  committee  for  the  forth- 
coming Theatrical  Post  of  American  Legion 
dinner-dance. 

Ethel  Moore,  formerly  of  the  Paramount, 
was  tossed  a miscellaneous  shower  at  her 
home  recently.  The  party  was  sponsored 
by  her  sister,  Amie,  formerly  of  the  Wash- 
ington Street  Olympia. 

A sixth  contestant  has  been  entered  in 
the  “new  citizen”  sweepstakes  now  cen- 
tered at  the  local  E.  M.  Loew  office.  The 
latest  competitor  is  Mike  Grey,  brother  of 
Mary  Grey. 

I.  J.  Hoffman,  Warner  executive,  was  in 
the  district  last  week  . . . The  family  of 
Phil  Eerier  and  Max  Finn,  E.  M.  Loeiv  ex- 
ecutives, have  returned  from  summer 
beach  resorts  . . . Jack  Granara.  RKO  pub- 
licity manager,  has  been  spending  the  sec- 
ond week  of  a split  vacation  at  Maplewood 
Country  Club  where  he  was  formerly  caddy 
master. 

A1  Cormier,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Strand  in  Westfield,  is  resident  director  at 
the  reopened  Plaza  in  North  Adams  . . . 
Tom  Vetrie,  in  years  of  service  one  of 
New  England’s  oldest  film  men,  now  is 
booking  seven  independent  houses. 

Edward  Kleine,  New  England  distribu- 
tor of  “Ecstasy,”  played  the  Hedy  Lamarr 
feature  last  week  at  the  Globe  in  Boston, 
Ben  Wilansky  house,  aiid  at  the  Frank 
Moore’s  open-air  in  Saco.  Me.  . . . “Ecs- 
tasy” this  week  opened  a booking  at  20 
E.  M.  Loew  houses  with  dates  at  the  Davis 
Square  in  Somerville,  the  Strand  in  Pea- 
body, and  the  Larcom  in  Beverly. 

Ted  Durocher  is  operating  an  open-air 
theatre  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashua,  N.  H. 
The  house  is  the  D.  W.  Highway  Auto 
Theatre.  It’s  New  England’s  newest  ozoner. 

Larry  Flint  and  his  band  are  under  con- 
tract at  the  RKO  Boston  . . . Curtis  Brest 
is  starting  another  horse  back  riding  class 
at  the  local  RKO  Theatre  . . . Jeanette 
Clarke  of  National  Screen  Service  was  one 
of  those  who  rang  the  bell  at  the  kisso- 
graph  machine  put  in  the  Loew’s  State 
lobby  as  a publicity  angle  on  “Lady  of  the 
Tropics.” 

Joe  Vogel,  Loew’s  executive,  was  tele- 
phoned birthday  greetings  last  week  by 
H.  M.  Addison,  Fred  Greenway,  Harry 
Shaw,  Howard  Burkhardt,  Joseph  A.  Di- 
Pesa,  and  Lou  Brown  ...  It  was  also 
Burkhardt’s  birthday. 

Mark  Whiting  has  been  in  Boston,  Low- 
ell, and  Providence,  ahead  of  “In  Name 
Only”  . . . Harry  Browning,  M&P  pub- 
licist, is  preparing  to  greet  the  “Hollywood 
‘Rulers  of  the  Sea’  Caravan”  which  left 
the  coast,  Wednesday,  for  a U.  S.  tour, 
ballyhooing  the  Frank  Lloyd  production. 
Features  of  the  trek  are  a 61-foot  replica 
of  a three-masted  clipper  ship  and  a 57- 


Harry  Asher  Incorporates 
New  Distributing  Firm 

Boston — Harry  Asher  has  incorporated 
the  Producers  Distributing  Corp.  of  New 
England  with  a capitol  of  $50,000.  Fel- 
low incorporators  are  Ben  F.  Gilbert  of 
Everett  and  Christine  Antignoni  of  Con- 
cord. 

The  Essex  Amusement  Corp.  was  grant- 
ed a Massachusetts  charter  of  incorpora- 
tion last  week  by  Secretary  of  State 
Frederic  W.  Cook.  'The  Beverly  concern 
capitalized  by  100  shares  of  no  par  stock 
was  formed  by  George  G.  Geanakos,  Nich- 
olas G«anakos  and  Joseph  B.  Silvio. 

Wm,  McLaughlin  Elected 
Commander  of  A,  L,  Post 

Boston — William  McLaughlin,  Stoneham 
exhibitor  and  Allied  director,  was  elected 
commander  of  the  Theatrical  Post  of 
American  Legion  Tuesday  night.  Others 
named:  Harry  Aaronson,  local  theatre 
manager,  senior  vice-commander;  Alvin 
Kenney,  junior  vice-commander;  Marcel 
Mekelberg,  Grand  National  manager, 
treasurer. 

Installation  is  scheduled  October  25  at 
the  Copley  Plaza  Hotel. 


foot  replica  of  the  first  steamship  to  cross 
the  Atlantic. 

Jack  O’Leary  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager of  the  Old  Colony  Theatre  in  Ply- 
mouth by  Ed  Fain,  Interstate  divisional 
manager. 

H.  H.  Maloyiey  of  Loew’s  Poli  in  Worces- 
ter, ballyhooed  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  by 
tying  in  Dorothy’s  shoe  with  a shoe-size 
guessing  contest  . . . Maurice  Druker,  for- 
merly assistant  to  George  Jones  when  the 
latter  was  at  Loew’s  Orpheum  here  prior 
to  going  with  Graphic,  worked  in  on  the 
gag. 

Charlie  Curran,  formerly  in  the  Para- 
mount and  Fenway  publicity  office  here 
and  more  recently  with  Donahue  and  Coe, 
has  joined  the  20th-Fox  publicity  office  in 
New  York. 

The  mother  of  Phil  Berler,  E.  M.  Loew 
booker,  is  convalescing  at  the  latter’s 
home  after  being  confined  for  some  iveeks 
at  the  Jewish  Memorial  Hospital  . . . Home 
last  week  from  Beth  Israel  was  the  mother 
of  Mary  Grey  of  the  E.  M.  Loew  circuit. 

A.  K.  Dame  of  the  managerial  staff  of 
the  Palace  in  Pennacook,  N.  H.,  is  a bene- 
dict. 

J.  G.  Sheppard  is  now  divisional  man- 
ager for  Julius  Joelson.  Sheppard,  recent- 
ly Taunton  manager  for  the  circuit,  unll 
handle  suburban  Boston  and  Fall  River  . . . 
Ray  McNamara  takes  over  the  Park  in 
Taunton. 

Howard  Parker,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount in  Newton,  has  renovated  his  lobby 
with  fluorescent  tubes  “The  result  ob- 
tained from  this  installation  is  remark- 
able,” said  Parker.  A marked  saving  in 
electrical  consumption  is  also  effected,  ac- 
cording to  the  theatre  man. 


gATH  citizens  were  given  a chance  to  vote 
on  the  subject  of  Sunday  motion  pic- 
tures September  11  when  the  Municipal 
Election  was  to  be  held.  City  officials  re- 
fused exhibitors  the  right  to  show  Simday 
shows  between  July  21  and  September  11, 
a privilage  granted  many  other  Maine 
towns. 

All  Maine  summer  legitimate  theatres 
are  closed  with  the  exception  of  Lakewood, 
which  is  expected  to  remain  open  until 
September  24. 

“Recess  Time,”  popular  juvenile  pro- 
gram conducted  by  the  State  Theatre  over 
WCSH  last  fall  and  winter,  will  go  on 
the  air  again  September  30.  It  will  replace 
the  summer  program,  “Request  Time,” 
which  the  theatre  conducted  this  year. 

Lester  Hughes,  Paramount  salesman 
working  out  of  Boston,  with  his  wife  and 
two  children  have  moved  from  Long 
Island  in  Casco  Bay,  where  they  spent  the 
summer,  to  Portland. 

Filmrow  visitors:  Johnny  Hassett,  man- 
ager of  the  Paramount  Theatre,  Barre, 
Vt.;  Bill  Benjamin,  NS  salesman,  and 
Mrs.  Benjamin,  Boston;  E.  A.  Cuddy  of  the 
Boston  M&P  Theatres;  Carl  Divizia,  RKO 
salesman,  Boston,  and  John  Feloney,  20th- 
Fox  salesman  out  of  Boston. 

Earnest  Warren,  former  WB  salesman 
and  now  with  Universal,  and  Mrs.  Warren, 
have  become  Portland  residents. 

Barbara  Casey,  secretary  to  A.  J.  Moreau, 
M&P  district  manager,  spent  Labor  Day 
weekend  in  Calais,  visiting  her  family. 

Work  071  the  proposed  Houlton  Theatre 
will  not  be  started  until  spring,  accord- 
mg  to  the  latest  rumor.  First  reports  had 
it  beginning  at  once. 

New  uniforms  for  the  service  staff  of 
the  State  Theatre  are  expected  within 
the  next  few  weeks. 


Prepares  for  Roadshows 
By  Improving  Stage 

Burlington,  Vt. — Looking  for  a pickup 
in  roadshows  this  year  the  management 
of  the  Strong  Theatre  has  constructed  a 
new  steel  and  concrete  ramp  leading  up 
to  the  stage  entrance.  The  entrance  ramp 
bridges  a deep  gully  and  replaces  the 
only  wooden  runway  which  has  been  a 
fixture  since  the  days  when  the  theatre 
was  the  leading  legitimate  house  between 
Boston  and  Montreal. 


Levy  Resigns  as  Member 
Of  Bar  in  Connecticut 

New  Haven — Edward  G.  Levy,  former 
secretary  of  the  Connecticut  MPTO,  who 
is  now  serving  a year’s  sentence  in  the 
county  jail  here  following  conviction  in 
the  Waterbury  conspiracy  trial  has  re- 
signed as  a member  of  the  bar  in  this 
state.  Levy  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1921. 
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MIAMI  DJTERROGATORES  PROBING  DEEPLY 
INTO  EXTENT  MAJORS'  FLORIDA  INTEREST 

Twenty  Officers  of  Eight  Denies  Interstate  Dismissal 

Companies  Asked  for 

Complete  Data  Motions  in  Paul  Scott  Suit 


By  EDITH  CUMMINGS 

Miami — Twenty  officers  of  the  eight  ma- 
jor film  distributing  companies  have  been 
served  with  interrogatories  prepared  by 
the  attorneys  for  the  Washington  and 
Garden  Operating  companies  in  the  pro- 
cess of  collecting  evidence  for  the  plain- 
tiffs in  the  coming  trial  in  the  local  dis- 
trict court  in  which  the  Cameo  and  Surf 
theatres  ask  for  cumulative  damages  and 
for  permanent  injunctions  against  alleged 
monopolistic  practices  said  to  be  enforced 
by  the  two  local  theatrical  circuits,  joint- 
ly with  the  eight  major  film  distributing 
companies. 

The  largest  quota  of  questions  went  to 
Paramount,  with  questionnaires  being  di- 
rected to  five  officials:  Adolph  Zukor, 
chairman  of  the  board;  Barney  Balaban, 
president;  Neil  P.  Agnew,  vice-president; 
Walter  B.  Cokell,  treasurer,  and  John  W. 
Hicks,  vice-president. 

Sears  Gets  Questions 

Three  interrogatories  were  directed  to 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  in  which  pertinent  questions 
were  asked  of  Leopold  Friedman,  secre- 
tary; David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 
treasurer,  and  William  F.  Rodgers,  gen- 
eral sales  manager.  The  three  sent  to  RKO 
Radio  were  addressed  to  George  J.  Schae- 
fer, president;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  William  Mallard,  treasurer. 

Only  one  went  to  Vitagraph.  It  queried 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  president.  To  Harry 
D.  Buckley,  vice-president,  and  Harry  P. 
Muller,  treasurer,  went  the  interrogatories 
filed  with  legal  council  for  United  Artists. 
The  two  interrogatories  sent  to  Columbia 
were  addressed  to  A.  Schneider,  treasurer, 
and  Charles  Schwartz,  secretary. 

Also  questioned  were  W.  A.  Scully,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  Helen  E.  Hughes, 
assistant  secretary  of  Universal,  and  Wil- 
liam C.  Michel,  executive  vice-president, 
and  Wilfred  J.  Eadi,  comptroller  and  as- 
sistant treasurer  of  20th  Century-Fox. 

While  identical  interrogatories  were 
submitted  to  Agnew,  Cokell  and  Hicks,  di- 
rect queries  as  to  the  correctness  of  print- 
ed statements  and  as  to  clearance  periods 
enforced  in  Chicago  were  made  of  Zukor 
and  Balaban.  The  particular  published 
statement  of  Zukor  about  which  he  is 
questioned  states:  “The  evil  of  producing 
and  exhibiting  coalitions  is  one  of  the 
gravest  perils  that  has  ever  confronted 
the  motion  picture  industry  . . . The  mo- 
ment exhibitors  limit  the  market  of  pro- 
ducers, or  the  producers  limit  the  buying 
opportunities  of  the  exhibitor,  the  business 
is  retarded  and  growth  stunted  . . . Let 
us  avoid  such  a close  unification  that  the 
exhibitor  becomes  wholly  or  partly  a pro- 
ducer, or  the  producer  slightly  or  exten- 
sively an  exhibitor  ...  If  the  business  is 


Dallas — Lengthy  motions  to  dismiss  the 
Paul  P.  Scott  damage  case  against  In- 
terstate circuit  et  al.,  argued  for  the  most 
part  Wednesday  morning,  were  denied  by 
Judge  Wm.  H.  Atwell  in  federal  district 
court  where  the  trial,  according  to  all  in- 
dications, will  take  place  in  January. 

Vital  in  the  dismissal  plea  was  the 
Texas  Consolidated  outfit,  a subsidiary  of 
Interstate.  The  Scott  suit  totals  nearly  a 


to  progress,  it  must  advance  upon  the 
basis  of  free  and  unhampered  selection  of 
product  for  exhibitors,  large  and  small, 
and  the  exhibitors  alone  can  cure  this 
evil  by  a resolute  refusal  to  be  drawn  into 
any  allied  booking  scheme,  even  if  the 
results  promised  are  of  temporary  bene- 
fit to  themselves.” 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  quoted 
statement  was  made  on  Oct.  25.  1918.  Zu- 
kor’s  interrogatory  asks,  as  do  all  the  oth- 
ers, that  he  name  his  principal  position 
and  also  any  he  .holds  in  any  subsidiary 
or  allied  corporations. 

Clearance  period  questions  asked  of 
Balaban  included  a query  as  to  whether 
or  not  it  was  true  that  ten  weeks’  clear- 
ance was  practiced  in  Chicago  over  the 
independents;  also  as  to  whether  or  not 
it  was  true  that  a tentative  agreement 
was  made  whereby  this  clearance  would 
be  shortened  to  five  weeks  if  these  inde- 
pendents would  play  only  single  features. 

19  to  Paramount  Officials 

Put  to  Paramount’s  two  vice-presidents 
and  its  treasurer  were  19  questions.  First 
came  the  query:  “Does  your  corporation, 
or  any  wholly  owned  or  controlled  sub- 
sidiary, or  allied  corporation,  own  or  oper- 
ate motion  picture  theatre  houses  in  Flori- 
da, and  if  so,  give  the  names  of  such  cor- 
poration or  corporations;  the  names  and 
locations  of  all  such  theatres,  together 
with  designation  as  to  whether  such  the- 
atres are  first-run,  second-run,  or  sub- 
sequent-run theatres.” 

Names  and  addresses  of  all  sales  agents 
who  have  acted  for  Paramount  Pictures 
Inc.,  or  any  of  its  subsidiary  or  affiliated 
corporations,  in  soliciting  and  selling  mo- 
tion picture  films  and  licenses  in  Florida, 
from  January  1,  1935  until  the  present 
time,  in  addition  to  similar  information 
about  branch  managers  and  district  sales 
managers  are  asked. 

Further  questions  include  “Is  Para- 
mount Pictures  Distributing  Co.,  Inc.,  in 
existence  or  has  it  been  dissolved?  If  it 
is  still  an  existent  corporation,  where  is 
its  office  or  offices,  and  in  what  business 
is  it  engaged?”  and  “Did  Paramount  Film 


half  million  in  alleged  damages.  Scott 
claims  he  is  entitled  to  this  amount  be- 
cause he  sold  his  Varsity  Theatre  to  Inter- 
state for  less  than  it  was  worth  and, 
figuring  earnings,  the  loss  to  him  was  even 
greater.  He  also  is  concerned  in  the  suit 
about  his  new  River  Oaks  Theatre  in  a 
neighborhood  out  of  Houston  in  which 
situation  he  claims  Interstate  is  exercising 
restraining  powers. 


Distributing  Corp.  take  over  the  business 
of  distributing  film  in  Florida  produced  by 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  or  release 
through  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  if 
so,  upon  what  date?” 

"Yes"  or  "No" 

Then  comes  the  pointed  “Does  your 
corporation,  or  any  of  its  subsidiaries,  have 
an  exclusive  contract  with  S.  A.  Lynch  or 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  or  any  corporation 
owned,  controlled  or  managed  by  either 
of  the  above  named  men,  whereby  your 
corporation  has  given  the  said  Lynch  or 
Freeman,  or  any  corporation,  owned,  con- 
trolled or  managed  by  either  of  them,  the 
exclusive  right  to  sell  films  produced  or 
released  through  you,  in  Florida;  and  if  so, 
please  attach  a copy  of  said  contract  or 
contracts.” 

The  probe  goes  on;  “Does  your  corpora- 
tion own  or  operate  or  control  the  so- 
called  “Sparks  Chain”  of  theatres  in  Flori- 
da; and  if  so,  what  subsidiary  corporation 
owns  title?  What,  if  any,  exclusive  right 
of  sale  or  license  exists  between  your 
corporation  and  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc.?  Also,  the  “Sparks  Chain”  of  the- 
atres, in  the  state  of  Florida?  If  so,  please 
attach  a copy  of  the  contract  or  contracts 
now  existing  and  of  contract  or  contracts 
existing  during  1938.” 

Taking  up  a statement  made  in  the 
summer  filed  by  Paramount  to  the  origi- 
nal complaint  of  these  plaintiffs  to  the 
effect  that  this  corporation  had  certain 
subsidiaries  in  Florida  which  operated  ap- 
proximately 94  theatres  in  the  state,  the 
“name  and  location,  together  with  the 
name  of  each  corporation  operating  the 
same  and  whether  each  corporation  is 
owned  in  whole  or  in  part,  or  controlled 
by  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.?  If  owned  in 
part  or  controlled,  please  state  specifical- 
ly in  what  proportion,”  is  asked. 

This  interrogatory  terminates  by  asking 
“Does  your  corporation  have  any  pro- 
ducer-owned exhibition  competition  in 
Florida;  and,  if  so,  where  and  what?”  “Is 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  the  successor  of 

(Continued  on  page  112) 
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New  Momand  Suit  Asks  Majors 
To  Deal  With  Okla.  Theatres 


Oklahoma  City — A new  suit,  asking  the 
court  to  direct  several  major  companies  to 
contract  with  Oklahoma  Theatres,  Inc., 
for  second-run  and  subsequent  ran  pic- 
tures in  the  Odeon  Theatre  at  Shawnee, 
Okla.,  at  prices  charged  in  districts  of 
similar  location  and  population,  has  been 
filed  in  U.  S.  federal  district  court  here 
by  A.  B.  Momand. 

Momand  at  present  has  a $4,500,000 
anti-trust  damage  suit  finished  in  pre- 
liminary stages  and  due  for  early  trial  in 
Judge  A.  P.  Murrah’s  court  here.  The 
same  defendants  in  the  new  suit  are  also 
defendants  in  the  anti-trust  damage  ac- 
tion. although  several  additional  com- 
panies are  named  in  the  latter  suit. 

Defendants  in  the  newest  Momand  ac- 
tion are  20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.; 
Paramount  Film  Distributing  Corp.,  Vita- 
graph,  Inc.,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  RKO  Radio  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.,  Uni- 
versal Film  Exchanges,  Inc.,  and  the  Grif- 
fith Amusement  Co. 

The  action  is  a complaint  in  equity,  is 
“brought  to  enjoin  and  restrain  deprecia- 
tion of  certain  rights,  privileges  and  im- 
munities secured  to  the  plaintiff  by  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United 
States  and  to  enjoin  and  restrain  acts  of 
the  defendants  perpetuated  for  the  unlaw- 
ful purpose  of  inflicting  upon  the  plain- 
tiff, by  concert  of  acts,  an  injury  to  its 


business  and  compelling  it  to  discontinue 
its  operation  of  the  Odeon  Theatre,  own- 
ed and  operated  by  the  plaintiff  in  the 
City  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,”  states  the  peti- 
tion. 

After  presenting  statements  as  to  jur- 
isdiction over  the  case,  over  the  plaintiff 
and  the  defendants  the  petition  continues: 

“The  plaintiff  alleges  that  there  are  five 
theatres  used  for  the  exhibition  of  motion 
picture  films  at  Shawnee,  Okla.;  that 
three  are  owned  by  the  defendant  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  (Bison,  Criterion  and 
Avon),  the  fourth  (Ritz)  not  by  any  de- 
fendant and  the  Odeon  by  the  plaintiff.” 

The  petition  then  alleges  that  “begin- 
ning in  1935  and  continuing  to  the  present 
time  said  defendants,  other  than  the  Grif- 
fith Amusement  Co.,  have  made  it  more 
and  more  difficult  for  this  petitioner  to 
procure  films  for  exhibitors  in  its  theatre 
in  Shawnee,  Okla.,  and  that  this  plain- 
tiff has  used  all  of  the  films  available  at 
all  the  independent  exchanges  in  Okla- 
homa City,  Dallas  and  San  Antonio  over 
and  over  not  withstanding  that  they  have 
generally  been  of  inferior  and  poor  qual- 
ity and  of  limited  entertainment  and  box- 
office  value  and  that  as  a result  thereof 
has  suffered  a large  operating  loss  for 
each  year’s  business.” 

The  petition  then  states  that  the  Odeon 
has  exhausted  this  supply  and,  “does  not 


Okla.  Allied  Would 
Hear  Legislators 

Oklahoma  City — Headline  speakers  for 
the  first  annual  convention  of  the  Allied 
Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma  to  be  held 
here  September  26-27  now  are  being  en- 
gaged. 

Promised  top  names  include  Senator 
Josh  Lee  and  Congressman  Will  Rogers 
as  well  as  Lyle  Boren,  congressman,  and 
Milton  A.  Mooney,  head  of  the  Ohio  buy- 
ing pool. 

The  above  legislative  personalities  had 
accepted  invitations  to  speak  before  news 
of  an  immediate  special  session  of  con- 
gress was  announced.  If  the  session  is 
called  and  not  completed  in  time  other 
speakers  may  have  to  be  secured. 

In  the  event  these  and  other  prominent 
people  in  public  life  now  being  contacted 
are  secured,  officials  of  the  Allied  organi- 
zation plan  to  hold  a public  meeting  in 
the  local  auditorium  to  which  the  general 
public  will  be  invited  to  hear  what  these 
public  officials  have  to  say  about  the  films 
and  motion  picture  legislation. 

The  association  has  just  sent  out  an- 
other special  bulletin  which  was  preceded 
by  copies  of  the  Neely  bUl  which  passed 
the  Senate  last  session.  Copies  of  the  lat- 
ter were  mailed  to  all  independent  theatre 
owners,  members  of  PTA’s  and  mayors  of 
cities  in  Oklahoma.  The  latter  two  groups 


New  Mart  Cole  Contract 
Signed  With  Jellerson 

Dallas — Mart  Cole  has  made  a new  buy- 
ing and  booking  deal  with  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co.  covering  Rosenberg,  Rich- 
mond and  Yoakum. 

The  remaining  Cole  towns  of  Halletts- 
ville.  Eagle  Lake,  Needville  and  Wallace 
will  be  handled  out  of  Cole’s  general  office 
at  Rosenberg. 


Bryan  Amusement  Co.  to 
Build  in  Bryam  Tex. 

New  Orleans — Construction  of  a new 
theatre  in  Bryan,  Tex.,  is  announced  by 
Bryan  Amusement  Co. 

The  new  house,  to  be  named  the  Aggie, 
is  to  be  constructed  by  Pettigrew  and 
Worley. 


Next  "Chan"  to  Foster 

Hollywood — Norman  Foster  will  direct 
“Charlie  Chan  in  Panama,”  starting  late 
this  month  at  20th-Fox.  David  Hempstead 
is  producing. 


were  asked  to  read  the  bill  and  then  dis- 
cuss it  with  their  local  theatre  owner  or 
manager. 

Legislation  is  to  occupy  a very  important 
part  of  the  convention  program,  George 
Sumner,  corresponding  secretary,  has  an- 
nounced. 


have  available  any  films  of  proper  qual- 
ity or  boxoffice  value  sufficient  to  main- 
tain its  business  and  trade  good  will  for 
the  days  of  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday 
and  Saturday  of  each  week  beginning  Sep- 
tember 9,  1939,  and  on  some  of  these  days 
it  will  be  compelled  to  remain  closed  and 
on  others  will  be  compelled  to  show  films 
of  inferior  quality  and  not  owned  by  the 
defendants  herein,  and  after  said  date 
and  for  the  days  of  Sunday,  Monday  and 
Tuesday  it  has  only  enough  films  from  the 
defendant  Vitagraph,  Inc.,  to  operate 
through  the  month  of  September,  1939.” 

Charges  Conspiracy 

It  is  then  stated  the  plaintiff  has  al- 
ways been  willing  to  pay  a fair  price  for 
the  use  of  “such  films  as  said  price  might 
be  determined  in  Shawnee”  by  comparison 
with  the  price  charged  in  cities  of  similar 
population  and  location  and  according 
to  whether  or  not  said  films  might  be 
first,  second,  third  or  fourth  run  film  “but 
that  not  withstanding  plaintiffs  offer  to 
pay  said  price  for  said  films  and  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  said  defendants, 
other  than  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co., 
have  at  their  local  exchanges  hundreds  of 
films  for  which  the  first,  second,  third  and 
fourth  run  showings  have  not  been  con- 
tracted for”  in  Shawnee.  It  also  states 
that  the  “defendants  have  unlawfully  and 
acting  together  and  in  concert  refused  to 
contract  with  this  plaintiff  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  such  films  in  Shawnee  for  the  un- 
lawful and  malicious  purpose  of  injuring 
and  destroying  this  plaintiff’s  business 
and  aiding  and  abetting  the  defendant 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  and  increasing 
and  adding  to  the  value  of  its  theatres 
in  said  city  of  Shawnee,  to  the  end  that 
this  plaintiff  will  entirely  lose  its  business 
and  be  compelled  to  withdraw  as  a com- 
petitor of  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.” 

The  petition  then  alleges  that  this  is  a 
conspiracy  in  violation  of  the  anti-trust 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  that  it  in- 
terferes with  Interstate  Commerce  and  is 
unfair  and  unlawful  business  practice. 

Need  for  Speed 

“The  plaintiff  alleges  that  the  success 
or  failure  of  its  business  depends  upon  the 
continuous  procurement  of  such  films,”  it 
further  states,  “pictures  and  supplies  and 
that  any  interruption  or  denial  thereof 
causes  great  and  irreparable  loss  to  the 
plaintiff  in  that  the  public  will  lose  inter- 
est in  said  theatre  and  would  not  there- 
after seek  or  pay  admission  thereto  and 
that  in  the  event  of  the  closing  of  the  thea- 
tre that  the  plaintiff  would  be  and  con- 
tinue to  be  under  a heavy  running  expense 
in  maintaining  the  theatre;  and  that  the 
financial  loss  and  damage  which  this  plain- 
tiff would  suffer  are  unascertainable  and 
would  far  exceed  the  sum  of  $3,000  and 
would  cause  irreparable  damage  to  the 
plaintiff’s  goodwill  and  patronage  and  that 
the  ascertainment  of  damages  would  be 
impossible  in  an  action  at  law;  and  plain- 
tiff has  no  adequate  remedy  at  law;  and 
that  for  the  plaintiff  to  attempt  to  protect 
its  rights  in  a legal  action  would  involve 
a multiplicity  of  law  suits  and  deprive 
the  plaintiff  of  an  immediate  speedy  and 
adequate  remedy;  that  plaintiff  would  be 
irreparably  ruined,  injured  and  damaged 
unless  the  court  issues  an  injunction  en- 
joining and  restraining  said  defendants 
from  so  unfairly  dealing  with  the  plaintiff 
for  the  showing  of  such  portion  of  the 
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product  controlled  by  the  defendants  as 
is  necessary  for  the  operation  of  the  said 
Odeon  Theatre  at  Shawnee,  Okla.  at  the 
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same  price  at  which  said  product  is  con- 
tracted, leased,  booked  or  otherwise  ship- 
ped to  any  other  customers  of  said  de- 
fendant distributors  in  Shawnee  or  com- 
parable cities  within  Oklahoma.” 

The  petition  then  recites  that  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  a restraining  order  be- 
cause ‘‘it  faces  an  immediate  irreparable 
loss”  unless  films  can  be  obtained  and  be- 
cause “no  damage  or  injury  will  occur  to 
said  defendants  by  the  issuance  of  such 
an  order.”  It  asks  granting  of  the  injunc- 
tion until  “such  time  as  the  matter  may 
be  heard  upon  the  plaintiff’s  appeal  for 
a preliminary  injunction.” 

It  asks  that  Judge  Murrah  restrain  and 
enjoin  the  defendants  from  “such  unlaw- 
ful discrimination”  and  direct  the  defen- 
dants to  contract  with  the  plaintiff  for 
the  exhibition  of  such  films  selected  by 
the  plaintiff  of  a second  and  subsequent 
run  which  have  not  heretofore  been  con- 
tracted for  to  be  shown  in  Shawnee  for  a 
price  in  line  with  the  price  charged  for 
such  films  in  towns  of  similar  popula- 
tion and  location.”  It  also  asks  that  costs 
and  “such  other  further  relief  as  may  ap- 
pear to  the  court  just  and  proper”  be 
awarded. 

Judge  Murrah  has  set  September  14  at 
2 p.  m.  as  the  time  at  which  the  request 
for  this  injunction  will  be  heard. 

Leverett  Edwards  and  P.  Murray  Robin- 
son were  attorneys  filing  the  petition. 
They  have  not  had  any  connection  with 
Momand’s  other  suits  here. 


T ANCE  DAVIS,  the  R&R  partner  at 
Rotan,  Tex.,  and  self-styled  “former 
mayor  of  Rotan”  has  been  headquarter- 
ing in  Dallas  the  past  few  days  renewing 
acquaintances. 

Grover  Campbell,  former  Texas  exhibi- 
tor in  a big  way,  got  rather  hot  in  his 
home  town  of  Denton,  Tex.,  this  summer. 
First  he  installed  a cooling  system  in  his 
home.  Then  he  put  a system  in  his  busi- 
ness office.  Grover  is  in  the  cheese  and 
dairy  business,  among  other  undertakings. 

War  pictures  seem  to  be  in  demand  in 
the  southwest.  Dallas  theatres  are  playing 
them  and  most  exchanges  have  them  on 
hand. 

A well-known  exhibitor  here  this  week 
said  a local  option  election  was  on  in  his 
town  to  decide  whether  beer  would  sell  at 
10  and  15  or  20  and  25  cents. 

John  Jenkins,  special  representative  for 
Million  Dollar  Productions,  has  been  in 
and  out  of  Dallas  garnering  contracts  and 
dates  for  his  company.  At  least  two  all- 
colored shows  have  been  opened  in  the 
southwest  since  Jenkins  arrived  in  the 
territory. 

Invitations  were  received  this  week  to 
the  opening  of  the  new  neighborhood  Villa 

(Continued  on  page  111) 


Milentz  Takes  Dallas 
Bookers  Out  Fishing 

Dallas — Dallas  film  exchange  bookers 
and  salesmen  went  deep  sea  fishing  in 
Arthur  Milentz’s  private  fishing  preserves 
off  the  shores  at  Freeport  last  Sunday 
morning.  Arthur  followed  up  on  the 
Homer  Mulkey  party  for  bookers  on  dry 
land  in  west  Texas.  Milentz  took  them 
into  deep  water  and  said  that  his  co-hosts 
were  Rogers  Brown,  of  Tomball;  Roy 
Wright  of  Hempstead,  both  being  brothers- 
in-law;  M.  N.  Bussey,  of  Shreveport;  Carl 
Milentz,  of  Daisetta  and  Arthur  Milentz, 
who  in  principal  gave  the  party. 

A contingent  numbering  about  25  left 
Dallas  Saturday  afternoon.  That  evening 
there  was  a chicken  barbecue  at  the  Ar- 
thur Milentz  home  in  Freeport.  Next  day, 
bright  and  early,  was  deep  sea  fishing. 
Some  of  the  boys  claimed  sea  sickness. 
Fish  were  caught  up  to  the  noon  hour,  the 
largest  being  12  pounds. 

Loud  in  their  praises  for  the  Milentz 
hospitality  were:  Leroy  Whittington,  Har- 
old Brooks,  Charles  Kelly,  Cotton  Vogel- 
phol,  Roy  Litsey,  Byron  Adams,  Andrew 
Sisk,  Bill  Rau,  Lawrence  Jones,  Vernon 
Adams,  Ed  Green,  ' Drexel  Baum,  Fred 
Lamed,  Hank  Miller,  Max  Sexton,  Jack 
Gruben,  Tim  Stamps,  Hal  Smithson,  Roy 
Wright,  Roger  Brown,  Carl  Milentz,  Ar- 
thur Milentz  and  M.  N.  Bussey. 


FOR  BETTER 


See  these  new  lamps  on  our  floor, 


Trade  in  your  old  lamps, 


Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always 


210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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Charlotte  M-P  Council 
Holds  Fall  Meeting 

Charlotte — The  first  fall  meeting  of  the 
Charlotte  Motion  Picture  Council  was  held 
Monday  at  the  chamber  of  commerce. 
Members  present  were  Mrs.  J.  M.  Biter, 
Mrs.  J.  V.  Gurveth,  Mrs.  Rush  Wray,  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Butt,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Rawing  and  Miss 
Lucie  Harding.  They  discussed  new  plans 
for  the  Saturday  morning  matinee  at  the 
Imperial  Theatre  for  school  children. 


Wins  in  Lasky  Contest 

Little  Rock — Miss  Juanita  Keys,  18, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  R.  E.  Keys  of  Little 
Rock,  has  been  selected  by  Jesse  L.  Lasky 
as  local  winner  of  the  RKO  talent  search 
contest.  In  preliminary  auditions  at  the 
Pulaski  Theatre,  Miss  Keys  won  over  a 
field  of  18  entrants. 


New  Orleans  — Louisiana’s  attorneys 
and  the  motion  picture  industry  will  lock 
horns  again  at  Baton  Rouge  when  the 
state  carries  its  appeal  against  a lower 
court’s  decision  that  film  rentals  are  not 
subject  to  sales  tax. 

The  controversy,  a heated  one  in  which 
the  first  round  was  won  by  the  various 
Saenger  companies  (subsidiaries  of  Para- 
mount-Richards) , Loew  and  Mort  H. 
Singer’s  New  Orleans  chain,  is  based  on 
the  assumption  of  the  state  that  it  has 
the  legal  right  to  enforce  its  sales  and  use 
taxes  of  one  per  cent  on  film  rentals.  The 
sales  tax  applies  to  all  articles  sold  within 
the  state:  the  use  tax  to  articles  purchased 
without  the  state  in  localities  where  there 
is  no  sales  tax  and  brought  within  Louisi- 
ana for  use. 

Attorneys  for  the  film  interests  ad- 
vanced the  contention  that  film  rentals 
were  really  royalties  in  exchange  for  a li- 


cense to  exhibit  a copyrighted  motion  pic- 
ture and  that  ownership  of  the  film  with- 
out right  to  exhibit  was  worth  practically 
nothing.  They  further  argued  that  so  far 
as  the  stock  value  of  film  was  concerned,  a 
tax  on  that  already  had  been  paid  by 
producers  in  California.  The  lower  court 
upheld  this  view  and  ordered  a return  of 
the  taxes  paid  under  protest.  The  state 
appealed. 

The  next  hearing  is  set  for  the  early 
part  of  1940. 

Crew  on  Location  Makes 
Trip  to  Corpus  Christi 

Corpus  Christi — En  route  from  Monter- 
rey, Mexico,  to  the  Big  Bend  country 
where  he  will  be  on  location  for  the  shoot- 
ing of  a serial  based  on  the  life  of  Buffalo 
Bill,  Rex  Stuart,  western  actor,  visited  here 
with  a location  crew. 


Two-Day  Convention 
By  Tri-States  Unit 

Charlotte — The  annual  convention  of 
Tri-States  Tlieatre  Owners  (Arkansas, 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee)  will  be  held 
September  24-25  at  the  Gayoso  Hotel  here, 
according  to  R,  X.  Williams,  president, 
and  M.  A,  Lightman,  board  chairman. 

Festivities  will  start  with  the  official 
installation  of  Tent  No,  20  of  Variety  as  a 
unit  of  the  national  organization.  John 
H.  Harris,  national  Chief  Barker,  will  pre- 
side, It  is  understood  this  will  be  a 
strictly  stag  affair. 

Several  screenings  of  new  pictures  will 
be  held  Sunday  morning,  while  the  after- 
noon will  be  given  over  to  a business  dis- 
cussion to  be  called  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, which  includes  the  following: 

W.  E.  Blume  of  Searcy,  J,  P,  Norman 
of  England,  M,  S.  McCord  of  North  Little 
Rock,  Cecil  Cupp  of  Arkadelphia,  Sidney 
Wharton  of  Warren,  Earl  Elkin  of  Aber- 
deen, Clyde  Westbrook  of  Cleveland,  Dave 
Flexer  of  New  Albany,  Fred  Ford  of  the 
Malco,  Memphis;  Joe  Wheeler  of  the  Roxy, 
Memphis,  and  Howard  Waugh  of  Memphis, 
The  late  Bill  Landers  of  Batesville  also 
was  a director.  The  meeting  also  will  be 
attended  by  the  regional  vice-presidents: 
W.  S,  Tyson  of  Water  Valley,  L,  F,  Haven 
of  Forrest  City,  and  W.  F,  Ruffin  of  Cov- 
ington, 

A golf  tournament  will  take  place  Mon- 
day at  the  Chickasaw  Country  Club, 
Prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the  best  and 
worst  scores  at  the  Variety  Club  Monday 
night.  The  grand  finale  will  be  the  ban- 
quet and  dance  Monday  night  at  the  club. 


J.  McGOWAN,  exhibitor  of  Springhope, 
N.  C.,  paid  the  exchanges  a visit  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Heller  have  moved  to 
their  new  home  on  Providence  Road.  Hel- 
ler is  with  Affiliated  Exchange. 

N.  J.  Colquohoun,  RKO  branch  manager, 
flew  to  Atlanta  last  weekend  on  a business 
trip. 

Bill  Lake,  formerly  booker  with  RKO 
here,  is  now  in  New  Orleans  as  salesman 
for  Monogram. 

Mrs.  Runa  Curtis,  exhibitor  at  Liberty 
and  Silver  City,  was  on  Filmrow  booking. 

G;  H.  Faw  will  soon  complete  his  new 
theatre  in  Troy.  Paw  is  also  owner  of  a 
theatre  in  Biscoe. 

Woodrow  Tussell  of  the  Bladenbore 
Theatre  in  Bladenbore  was  hooking  at  the 
exchanges  Monday. 

Ike  and  Harry  Katz  of  Paramount 
Premium  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  were 
Filmrow  visitors. 

Harry  Wilkes,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager from  Atlanta,  was  a local  visitor. 

All  those  present  at  the  preview  of  Uni- 
versal’s “The  Under-Pup”  gave  it  highest 
praise. 


Southerners  in  New  York — 

Top  right:  Grayson  Poats,  inanager  of  the  Ritz  in  Columbia,  S.  C.,  visits 
the  Paramount  World's  Fair  lounge.  Lower:  Al  and  Mrs.  Powell  and  son  of 
the  Griffith  Amusement  chain  in  Guthrie.  Okla.,  visit  the  RKO  World's 
Fair  lounge. 

Louisiana  Continues  Fight 
For  Tax  on  Film  Rentals 
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Work  Is  Rushed  on  M E Ml  IIP^  H 111  l§ 


Wometco  Revamping 


Miami — A patriotic  color  scheme,  one 
which  will  literally  signal  the  “ship  of 
state”  metaphor  for  the  Wometco  theatre 
named  the  State,  is  being  included  in  the 
complete  renovation  of  this  house  being 
begun  the  18th  of  the  month.  By  working 
three  shifts  a day,  it  is  anticipated.  Man- 
ager Charlie  Ozborn  says,  that  the  theatre 
will  only  have  to  be  kept  dark  for  three 
weeks. 

White  glass  bricks,  together  with  red 
and  blue  Neon  will  combine  to  create  the 
“Three  cheers”  color  scheme.  These  colors 
will  be  used  on  the  exterior  and  in  the 
foyer  with  a more  modulated,  neutral 
color  scheme — yet  to  be  decided  upon — 
to  be  used  throughout  the  rest  of  the 
house. 

Starting  at  the  front  of  the  building  this 
Flagler  St.  theatre  is  to  be  equipped  with 
a complete  new  marquee,  new  vertical 
sign,  and  new  display  frames.  Behind  this 
new  facade  will  be  installed  890  new  de 
luxe  spring-edge,  cushioned  seats,  a 
thermostatically  controlled  air  condition- 
ing unit  to  replace  the  present  installation; 
new  carpets  throughout  the  house;  a new 
mezzanine  lounge;  a balcony  converted 
into  smoking  section,  and  acoustically 
treated  walls  and  ceiling. 

Robert  E.  Collins,  Wometco  architect, 
drew  the  plans. 


Two  Supply  Companies  in 
New  Orleans  to  Close 

New  Orleans — Gulf  Theatre  Supply 
Corp.  is  to  cease  business  shortly,  accord- 
ing to  its  owners.  The  supply  company’s 
dissolution,  in  the  face  of  normal  busi- 
ness, comes  on  the  heels  of  the  announce- 
ment that  Best  Poster  Exchange,  a new 
rival  to  the  Rex  Poster  Exchange  (owned 
by  Joy  Houck,  a circuit  operator)  also 
would  fold. 

These  closings  leave  Rex  supreme  in 
the  field  and  reduce  the  equipment  sup- 
ply business  to  two  firms — National  Thea- 
tre Supply  and  Louisiana  Motion  Picture 
Equipment  Corp. 


P.  A,  by  Barry 

Corpus  Christi — Donald  Barry,  feature 
player  with  Republic,  was  to  make  two 
personal  appearances  at  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre here,  one  each  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day nights.  The  screen  attraction  was  a 
picture  in  which  he  is  appearing,  “Calling 
All  Marines.”  Donald  is  a former  Corpus 
Christi  boy. 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgrr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  VV.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


YED  HAMMER,  salesman  for  Vitagraph 
out  of  Kansas  City,  spent  several  days 
here  seeing  old  friends.  Ted  was  booker 
and  salesman  for  the  local  Vitagraph  of- 
fice before  his  transfer  to  Kansas  City 
. . . Many  exhibitors  were  seen  along  the 
Row  this  week.  Among  them  were:  J.  A. 
Launius  of  Marvel,  Ark.;  Norman  Fair  of 
Somerville,  Tenn.;  R.  H.  Fisher  and  H.  H. 
Alexander  of  the  Crescent  at  Belzoni, 
Miss;  Joe  Applebaum  of  Hollandale,  Miss.; 
Gordon  Lee  Hutchins  of  Corning,  Ark.; 
John  Shannon  of  Portageville,  Mo.;  Dave 
Flexer  of  New  Albany;  Clyde  Westbrook  of 
the  Wesco  at  Cleveland,  Miss.;  R.  B.  Cox 
of  Batesville,  Miss.;  E.  B.  Vandiver  of 
Kennett,  Mo.;  Ned  Greene  of  Mayfield, 
Ky.;  W.  F.  Sonneman  of  Fayetteville;  Bill 
Ellis  of  the  Regent  at  Cleveland,  Miss.; 
C.  H.  Collier  of  Drew;  C.  J.  Collier  of 
Shaw,  and  B.  F.  Jackson  of  Ruleville, 
Miss. 

Two  of  Lightman’s  city  managers  were 
Filmrow  visitors:  Kirby  Smith  of  Morril- 
ton  and  Jim  Kane  of  Conway,  Ark.  . . . 
V.  E.  Terry,  who  recently  opened  the  Terry 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ark.,  was  in  hooking.  His 
new  theatre  has  200  seats  . . . W.  D.  Mitch- 
ell of  the  Gem  Theatre,  Dumas,  and  the 
Star,  Star  City,  has  returned  from  a west- 
ern vacation  with  his  wife  and  son. 

W.  O.  Anderson,  Ross  Federal’s  district 
manager,  was  in  town  assisting  his  local 
manager.  Cliff  Wallace,  during  the  Tri- 
State  Fair  . . . Ollie  Williamson,  Vita- 
graph’s  local  manager  announces  the  fol- 
lowing changes  in  his  personnel:  Florence 
Williamson  becomes  assistant  cashier,  re- 
placing Lonnie  Davis,  who  resigned;  Mary 
Alice  Sawyer  takes  over  the  PBX  and  in- 
formation desk.  Miss  Sawyer  is  a new- 
comer to  Filmrow. 

Friday,  September  8,  was  really  a spec- 


ial occasion  to  several  on  Filmrow.  To  Ed 
Doherty  of  the  Vitagraph  office  and  his 
ivife,  Nelle,  of  the  Columbia  office,  it  meant 
two  years  since  the  wedding  bells  rang  for 
them.  To  Buddy  Mansfield  of  Universal, 
it  meant  four  years  of  wedded  bliss,  and 
to  Loyd  Miller  of  Republic  and  your  truly 
it  mean  six  years — well,  maybe  we  had 
better  not  go  into  that.  Anyway,  it  has 
been  six  years. 

Walter  Parham  of  the  Royal  Theatre, 
Memphis,  and  the  Holly,  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.,  is  back  from  a vacation  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, Fla.  He  and  his  84-year-old  mother 
made  the  trip  by  car  . . . The  McCutcheon 
& Rogers  circuit  is  installing  new  chairs 
in  their  Jewel  Theatre  at  Poplar  Bluff, 
Mo.,  as  well  as  the  Gem  at  Cairo,  111.  . . . 
Bill  Bugie  of  Paramount  announces  that 
effective  Monday,  September  18,  Prank 
Neal  becomes  office  manager  and  head 
booker,  replacing  Tom  Watson,  resigned. 
Neal  comes  to  Memphis  from  Atlanta 
where  he  has  been  booker.  Tom  Watson, 
after  11  years  under  the  Paramount  ban- 
ner, goes  to  Charlotte  to  join  RKO  as  head 
booker  and  office  manager  under  N.  J. 
Colquohoun.  Watson  is  well  known  in  the 
Charlotte  territory,  having  booked  there 
several  years  while  with  Paramount. 


Ritz  in  Corpus  Christi 
Getting  a Going-Over 

Corpus  Christi — The  Ritz  Theatre,  No. 
1 house  of  Corpus  Christi  Theatres,  Inc., 
is  being  given  a thorough  going-over  by 
Bruce  Collins,  city  manager.  On  the  list 
of  improvements  are  a marquee,  vertical 
Neon  sign,  recarpeting,  and  a new  cool- 
ing system. 

The  Melba  and  the  Grande,  third-run 
and  Mexican  film  houses,  will  each  get 
new  vertical  Neon  signs. 


COOL  WEATHER 

MEANS  MORE  PATRONS -BETTER  BOX  OFFICES 

IF 

Your  Theatre  Is  Modern,  Clean  and  Up  to  the  Minute  . . . Your  Projec- 
tion and  Sound  is  the  Best  . . . Your  Lobby  Inviting  . . . Your  Carpets 
Bright  and  Clean. 

See  Your  National  Representative 

He  Has  Lots  of  Ideas  to  Help  You 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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Expecl  About  400  at 
Atlanta  Variety  Bow 

Atlanta — Approximately  400  persons, 
representing  local  members  and  national 
officials  of  Variety  Clubs  of  America,  to- 
gether with  special  guests,  are  expected 
to  attend  the  charter  night  dinner  for  the 
Atlanta  club  at  7:30  p.  m.  Thursday  night, 
September  21,  at  which  time  the  new  or- 
ganization will  receive  its  charter  desig- 
nating it  as  Tent  No.  21,  Variety  Clubs 
of  America. 

The  festivities  will  be  held  in  the  Dixie 
ballroom  of  the  Henry  Grady  Hotel,  in 
which  hotel  the  club  maintains  quarters. 
Reservations  for  the  affair  are  being  han- 
dled by  Willis  J.  Davis. 

Headed  by  William  K.  Jenkins,  of  Tent 
No.  21,  extensive  plans  are  being  made  by 
the  board  of  directors. 

National  officials  expected  include  John 
H.  Harris,  chief  barker;  R.  J.  O’Donnell, 
chairman,  and  John  J.  Maloney,  represent- 
ing Heart  of  Variety,  the  organization’s 
charity  division. 

Speakers  scheduled  include  Senator 
Walter  F.  George,  Senator  Richard  B. 
Russell,  Governor  E.  D.  Rivers  and  Mayor 
William  B.  Hartsfield.  Honored  guests 
will  be  state  representatives,  presidents  of 
civic  clubs,  representatives  of  all  Atlanta 
newspapers,  trade  papers  and  radio. 

Harris  is  scheduled  to  speak  on  the 
“History  and  Purpose  of  Variety”  and 
O’Donnell  will  speak  on  “Accomplish- 
ments of  the  Dallas  Variety  Club.” 


QN  THE  ROW:  Lukie  Stein,  of  Jackson- 
ville; Tom  Brannon,  of  Titusville,  Fla.; 
Harvey  Woodward,  of  Winder,  Ga.;  John 
Carter,  of  Brookhaven,  Ga.;  Fred  Case, 
of  Pompano,  Fla.;  Mrs.  T.  M.  Holland,  of 
Madison,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Ozbun,  of  Covington, 
Ga.;  Ed  Beach,  of  Thomaston,  Ga.;  Earl 
Fain,  of  Leesburg,  Fla.;  Curtis  Ware,  of 
Royston,  Ga.;  Jack  Crawford,  of  Gadsden, 
Ala. 

Mrs.  Louise  Sumlin,  secretary  to  Claire 
Hilgers,  Republic  manager,  was  grieved  at 
the  death  of  her  father,  Charles  O.  Askew, 
74.  Mr.  Askew  was  fatally  injured  in  an 
automobile  accident  near  Waycross,  Ga. 
. . . Thomas  Laird,  booker  for  Earl  Fain 
and  brother  of  Sidney  Laird,  booker  for 
Columbia  here,  spent  a few  days  visiting 
in  Atlanta  . . . W.  W.  Lake,  formerly  of 
the  RKO  Charlotte  office  and  now  sales- 
man for  Monogram,  was  renewing  old 
friends  along  the  Row. 

Howard  Wallace,  of  Sack  Amusement, 
just  returned  from  an  out  of  town  trip 
. . . Riley  Davis  wishes  it  to  be  known 
that  the  Variety  Club’s  golf  tournament 
will  be  held  at  the  East  Lake  Country 
Club  October  9 and  10,  instead  of  Octo- 
ber 2 and  3,  as  planned  originally. 

The  special  preview  of  "Nurse  Edith 
Cavell,”  featured  by  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  the  film’s  star,  Anna  Neagle,  and 
her  producer -director , Herbert  Wilcox,  was 
a big  success.  W.  K.  Jenkins,  of  Lucas  & 


Jenkins,  introduced  the  visitors  from  the 
stage  of  the  Fox  Theatre.  Hubert  Lyons, 
RKO  district  manager,  flew  to  New  Or- 
leans with  Ralph  Roland,  of  the  New  York 
office,  in  connection  with  Miss  Neagle’s 
personal  appearance  there. 

Maurice  Simmons,  GN  booker,  spent  the 
weekend  with  his  parents  at  Ellijay,  Ga. 
. . . Mr.  Guillot,  of  Guillot  and  Cowan, 
New  Orleans,  was  in  town  for  a few  days 
. . . Dave  Prince  has  returned  from  a 
swing  aroimd  the  territory  . . . Fred  Mul- 
lins, of  Haines  City,  has  taken  over  the 
Tarpon  Springs  'Theatre  . . . N.  J.  Col- 
quohoun,  RKO  booker  in  Charlotte,  was  a 
recent  visitor. 

H.  F.  Wilkes,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager, and  Jack  Kirby,  branch  manager, 
spent  a few  days  in  Columbus  . . . Lewis 
Teples,  who  is  opening  a new  house  at 
Hapeville,  was  on  the  Row  buying  pictures 
. . . Curtis  Ware  has  opened  a new  house 
at  Royston. 

Filmrowers:  Nat  Williams,  of  Thom- 
asville;  Harvey  Woodward,  of  Winder; 
Mr.  Robinson,  of  Lithonia;  Aubrey  Gay 
Hardy,  of  Thomaston;  A.  L.  Cowart,  of 
Edison;  Curtis  Ware,  of  Royston;  Mack 
and  L.  J.  Duncan,  of  West  Point;  J.  B. 
Jackson,  of  Alexander  City,  Ala. 

Lynn  Dunn,  UA  salesman,  is  in  town, 
working  the  city  trade  . . . Claire  Hilgers, 
Republic  district  manager,  journeyed  to 
Charlotte  . . . M.  E.  Wiman,  Monogram 
salesman,  is  in  town  after  three  weeks  in 
Florida  territory  . . . Bill  Minder  made  a 
brief  trip  to  New  York  . . . Dave  Prince 
visited  Charleston  last  week  . . . Major 
Mike  Smith,  army  booker  from  Washing- 
ton, was  along  the  Row  doing  business 
last  week. 

W.  W.  Anderson,  Coliunbia  branch  man- 
ager, was  out  of  town  on  a brief  trip  . . . 
Incidentally,  Columbia  reports  “Golden 
Boy”  going  well  in  Atlanta  and  Birm- 
ingham . . . Jack  Lament  has  returned 
from  Alabama.  His  wife,  who  has  been 
on  the  coast  for  several  weeks,  is  due 
back  early  this  month. 

Messrs.  Cowan  and  Guillot  of  New  Or- 
leans were  in  town  conferring  with  Guy 
Brown  . . . Bill  Johnson  of  New  Orleans, 
MPA  president,  was  a recent  visitor  . . . 
Jack  Price,  Paramount  branch  manager 
at  New  Orleans,  and  his  bride  stopped  in 
Atlanta  en  route  to  Charlotte,  where  they 
visited  Price’s  mother.  Price  formerly  war 
branch  manager  at  Jacksonville  and  is  well 
known  in  this  section. 


Atlanta  Golf 
Date  Delay 

Atlantc: — "Due  to  existing  conditions 
over  which  we  have  no  control  we  are 
holding  the  Variety  Club  GoH  tourna- 
ment on  October  9 and  10  instead  of 
October  2 and  3/'  advises  Riley  P. 
Davis,  chairman  of  the  golf  committee. 


CARPETS  and  DRAPERIES 

— the  first  thought  you  have  when  remodeling — 


THEATRE  CARPETS 


Distinctive  patterns  at  reasonable  prices 

THEATRE  DRAPERIES 

Designed  and  built  in  our  own  shop  for  theatres 

In  both  carpets  and  draperies  you  should  always  choose  your  source 
of  supply  from  the  most  experienced  outfitters  in  the  field: 

In  the  Southeast  see 


WIL-Km, 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


"Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film’ 
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TOE  BODION,  owner  of  the  Peoples’ 
^ Theatre  at  Kaplin,  La.,  has  turned  over 
his  lease  to  the  Auquin  interests.  He  will 
engage  in  the  sugar  and  syrup  manufac- 
turing business  . . . Paul  Mipro  is  now 
connected  with  Grand  National  in  the 
business  office  . . . Cherry  Blossom  Preis- 
ser  (now  Mrs.  David  Hopkins) , is  visiting 
her  parents  in  this  city.  She  stopped  with 
her  mother  6555  Wuerpel  St.,  before  con- 
tinuing to  Hollywood. 

The  old  Saenger  headquarters  on  Tulane 
Avenue  is  being  torn  down — if  the  bricks 
could  only  talk?  . . . Willie  Cobb  is  back 
with  the  Rex  Poster  Co.  after  a whirl  with 
the  Gulf  Theatre  Supply  Co.  . . . While 
other  cities  are  wolfing  about  the  news  re- 
ports from  the  war  is  hurting  business,  New 
Orleans  patrons  are  passing  them  up — 
like  the  housewife  who  tells  the  insect 
powder  peddler,  “not  interested.” 

Eva  Le  Galienne  will  appear  at  the 
Municipal  Auditorium  November  24-25. 
Other  flesh  engagements  booked  by  Bene- 
dict Gruenwald,  who  is  sponsoring  the 
series,  include  “Golden  Boy,”  “What  a 
Life”  and  “On  Borrowed  Time.” 

It  has  taken  two  weeks  for  the  “Angels 
(to)  Wash  Their  Faces” — one  at  the  Or- 
pheum  and  another  at  the  Liberty  . . . 
Pontcharrain  Beach,  which  usually  closes 
Labor  Day,  will  remain  open  until  late 
October  because  business  is  good. 


New  Malco  Link 

Booneville,  Ark. — The  Palace  Theatre 
here,  operated  by  E.  W.  Savage,  has  joined 
the  Malco  circuit.  The  house  will  be  ex- 
tensively remodeled,  according  to  Savage. 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  page  107) 

Theatre  which  Lew  Groves  is  opening  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

. J.  B.  Wilkes  of  Conroe,  who  is  building 
a new  show  at  Willis  seven  miles  north  of 
that  town,  was  on  the  Row  getting  ready 
for  his  opening  on  or  about  October  5. 

Ted  Lewis,  Little  Princess,  Texarkana, 
very  evidently  was  having  a siege  with  the 
dentist  on  his  current  booking  trip  during 
the  week. 

And  J.  J.  Brown,  one  of  the  best  circuit 
house  managers  in  the  business,  and  it 
can  be  proved,  was  about  the  Row  last 
week  with  Mrs.  Brown  returning  from 
their  vacation.  The  Browns  operate  the 
Pasadena  show  just  out  of  Houston  for  the 
Long  circuit. 

Gene  Autry  and  his  wife,  W.  G.  Under- 
wood, Mrs.  Underwood,  Lloyd  Rust  and 
Mrs.  Rust;  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  C.  V.  Jones 
and  others  were  at  dinner  Wednesday 
night  in  the  Adolphus  honoring  the  croon- 
ing western  star  and  his  possible  future  in 
this  territory. 


Dixie  Doins 

By  “AL”  HENDERSON — 

E.  FERRERA  is  now  managing  the 
Dixie  at  Abbeville,  La.,  succeeding 
Frank  Degraw,  who  is  building  an  opposi- 
tion 700-seat  house  which  he  will  operate. 
Ferrera  was  previously  with  Saenger  at 
Biloxi,  Miss. 

“Moose”  Sliman  is  enlarging  and  re- 
decorating his  Palace  at  New  Iberia,  La. 

. . . Claude  Hazel  will  build  a new  colored 
house  in  Shreveport  to  be  known  as  the 
Ritz.  Opening  is  slated  for  the  first  of  the 
year.  Hazel  will  operate  the  new  house 
and  another  he  has  in  Shreveport  in  part- 
nership with  Milton  Starr  of  Nashville. 

Carol  Windham,  manager  of  Saenger’s 
Strand  at  Texarkana,  is  on  the  sick  list. 
James  Breese  is  filling  in  temporarily, 
moving  over  from  the  Centenary  at 
Shreveport  . . . Roy  Sherman  has  been 
promoted  from  assistant  manager  of  the 
Majestic,  Shreveport,  to  manager  of  the 
Venus  there. 

Miss  Ashton  Broussard,  competent  man- 
ager of  Joe  Heard’s  Strand  at  Sulphur,  La., 
vacationed  in  New  Orleans  ...  I.  A.  Fun- 
derburk has  redecorated  his  Palace  at 
Jonesboro,  Ark.  . . . Bob  Conrad  of  the 
Conrad,  Beaux  Bridge,  La.,  is  giving  his 
house  a going-over. 

We  spent  a very  enjoyable  hour  with 
Robert  McGee  and  his  charming  wife  at 
the  Ritz,  Alexandria,  La.  The  Ritz  is 
owned  by  Milton  Starr.  McGee  was  re- 
cently transferred  here  from  Louisville. 


^ILLIAM  O’DONNELL,  city  manager 
for  Interstate  here,  planed  out  to 
New  York  City  last  week;  he  will  soon  re- 
turn with  his  wife  and  little  daughter  who 
have  been  visiting  in  the  Metropolitan  city. 


After  being  closed  for  several  days  for 
repairs  and  complete  renovation,  the 
Prince  Theatre,  owned  and  operated  by 
Leon  M.  Oppenheimer,  reopened  Su?iday. 
The  cost  price  of  the  face-lifting  job  was 
not  disclosed  by  the  management,  but  he 
did  tell  a Boxoffice  representative  that  he 
intends  to  put  in  stage  shows  later  on  in 
the  season. 

Being  in  the  film  exchange  and  theatre 
supply  business  21  years  is  a record  in  it- 
self. On  September  1,  1918,  R.  W.  Barron 
started  in  to  serve  exhibitors  in  a build- 
ing uptairs  near  the  Aztec  Theatre.  In 
the  20’s,  Barron  bought  out  the  late  Gas- 
ton Phillippe  at  his  present  location  on 
East  Commerce  Street  . . . General  Seat- 
ing Co.,  of  Chicago,  recently  appointed  In- 
dependent Film  Exchange  here  their  local 
representative. 


The  Azteca  Films  Distributing  Co.,  on 
Soledad  St.,  reported  last  week  that  $13.35 
was  stolen  from  a desk  drawer  in  the  of- 
fice . . . Returning  vacationists  include 
Henry  Bergman,  skipper  of  the  New  Broad- 
way Theatre,  Alamo  Heights  . . . Visitors 
at  the  Latin- American  Film  Exchange 
here  recently  were  Jose  Calderon,  producer 
from  Mexico  City  en  route  to  El  Paso; 
Johnny  Stahl,  Carrizo  Springs  theatreman, 
and  Thomas  Garcia,  assistant  manager  for 
the  Laredo  Theatres  of  Laredo,  Tex. 


OKILA.  ClinnY 

gOB  PFOTENHAUER,  manager  of  the 
State  Theatre,  has  resigned  to  become 
manager  of  the  new  Westland  Theatres, 
Inc.  house  in  Pueblo,  Colo.,  which  was  set 
to  open  Friday. 

Joe  Hill,  Standard  Theatres’  accountant, 
is  back  on  the  job  after  a vacatio?i  . . . 
George  Sumner,  corresponding  secretary 
of  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma, 
back  in  town  after  several  weeks  of  busi- 
ness activity  at  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Your  scribe  has  a new  program  time 
...  So  those  who  have  been  listening  to 
his  Movie  News  on  KOCY  will  now  hear 
his  wheezy  voice  at  4:45  each  afternoon 
instead  of  10:30  in  the  morning.  Gives  me 
more  time  to  take  a look  at  your  screen- 
ings. 

New  theatre  equipment  company  will  es- 
tablish offices  here  in  a few  days — Me- 
chanical Electrical  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


Joseph  Rubiolo,  known  professionally  as 
Joe  Rubio,  in  Mexico  City,  died  September 
6.  He  was  in  his  33rd  year  and  was  at  one 
time  under  contract  to  Universal  Pictures 
in  Hollywood.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  had  been  working  in  Mexican  talking 
pictures  for  the  past  year.  His  body  was 
shipped  here  for  burial  last  week. 

Williams  Chain  Engineer 
Into  Fordyce  Repairs 

Fordyce,  Ark. — C.  E.  Parker,  Oklahoma 
City,  construction  engineer  for  the  K.  Lee 
Williams  circuit,  is  in  Fordyce  assertedly 
to  begin  extensive  remodeling  of  the 
Amusu  Theatre. 


Mrs.  Mark  Atwood,  operator  of  the 
Amusu,  told  A1  Henderson,  Boxoffice  field 
representative,  last  week  that  although  she 
had  been  negotiating  with  the  K.  Lee 
Williams  chain  the  actual  transfer  had  not 
taken  place  and  that  she  still  was  operat- 
ing the  house. 


Last  week  was  opening  time  for  the  new 
Villa  at  23rd  and  Villa  Sts.  here. 

A new  theatre  reported  planned  for  29th 
and  Western  Southwest  or  29th  and  Mc- 
Kinley Sts.  by  the  head  of  the  Keaton  Ice 
Co.  Will  be  leased  for  operation. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
Morris,  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA, 
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Majors'  Florida  Interests  Are 
Deeply  Probed  by  Queries 


'Continued  from  page  105) 
Paramount  Publix  Corp.?” 

The  identical  interrogatories  submitted 
to  Bernstein  and  Fidedman  of  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  asked  practically  the  same  questions 
as  were  detailed  in  the  first  six  questions 
of  the  previously  summarized  18-question 
interrogation  submitted  to  the  latter  three 
Paramount  men:  i.  e.  relating  to  sub- 
sidiaries, sales  agents  and  district  mana- 
gers. 

In  the  case  of  Rodgers,  however,  he  was 
asked  what  he  regarded  as  a fair  zoning 
of  the  11  municipalities  comprising  Great- 
er Miami  with  its  population  of  240,000.  If 
he  regarded  the  zoning  of  this  entire  area 
as  a unit,  he  was  asked  to  give  reasons. 
He  was  also  asked  for  an  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  a 
140  to  150-day  clearance  or  protection 
period.  And  was  further  queried  as  to 
whether  or  not  he  thought  such  enforce- 
ment in  favor  of  two  local  chains  should 
be  based,  partially  at  least,  on  the  location 
and  newness  or  obsolesence  of  theatres  in 
question  as  well  as  their  size  and  appoint- 
ments. 

Neely  Hearing  Recalled 

The  interrogatory  directed  to  Rodgers 
also  asked  how  many  of  the  2,500  theatres 
affiliated  with  producer-distributor  com- 
panies (he  was  quoted  as  acknowledging 
the  existence  of  that  number  in  a state- 
ment made  before  a committee  hearing  on 
the  Neely  bill)  are  first  and  how  many 
second-run  houses.  This  particular  ques- 
tionnaire concludes  with  questions  as  to 
whether  or  not  Rodgers  sells  direct  to 
S.  A.  Lynch  and  whether  or  not  his  com- 
pany has  given  any  exclusive  contract  to 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc. 

Schaefer  was  also  questioned  as  to  his 
testimony  at  the  Neely  bill  hearing,  rela- 
tive to  the  range  of  film  rentals  from 
first  showings  to  subsequent  runs  in  com- 
munity and  small  town  houses. 

Sears  was  reminded  of  the  double  page 
ad  appearing  in  the  September  2 issue  of 
Boxoffice  over  his  signature  and  of  a 
story  in  the  same  issue  of  “Harrison’s 
Reports’’  and  asked  if  the  reference  to  a 
policy  of  a “run  for  any  deserving  exhibi- 
tor” and  of  “clearance  that  will  be  rea- 
sonable as  to  time  and  area”  correctly 
picture  the  sales  policy  of  Vitagraph,  Inc. 

The  same  interrogatories,  seeking  addi- 
tional information  about  sales  representa- 
tives in  Florida  and  branch  managers, 
were  asked  of  Depinet,  Mallard,  Buckley, 
Muller,  Schneider,  Schwartz,  Scully, 
Hughes,  Michel  and  Eadi. 

A Total  of  20  Officers 
Are  Asked  to  Report 

New  York — One  of  the  interrogatories 
propounded  by  Washington  Operating  Co. 
of  Miami  in  its  anti-trust  action  against 
the  eight  majors  and  received  by  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  general  sales  manager  of  Para- 
mount, asks  the  question:  “Who  is  the 
general  sales  manager  of  your  corpora- 
tion?” 

All  told,  20  officers  of  the  major  dis- 


tributors are  asked  to  supply  information 
as  provided  in  the  new  rules  of  pleading. 
Tire  law  allows  10  days  for  objections  and 
15  days  after  delivery  of  the  interroga- 
tories within  which  answers  may  be  filed. 
At  a meeting  of  major  attorneys  it  was 
debated  whether  the  distributors  would 
follow  the  action  of  Paramount  Enter- 
prises, Miami  circuit  defendant  in  the 
suit,  which  has  filed  objections  on  the 
ground  identical  or  similar  interrogatories 
have  been  interposed  to  numerous  officers 
of  each  corporation. 

The  interrogatories,  as  exhibited  here, 
follow  rather  rigidly  the  same  line  of 
questioning  to  each  individual,  digressing 
only  in  the  instances  of  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers and  George  J.  Schaefer,  both  of  whom 
are  asked  to  confirm  excerpts  from  their 
addresses  before  the  sub-committee  of  In- 
terstate Commerce  during  hearings  on  the 
Neely  bill  in  Washington  last  spring. 

After  asking  each  recipient  to  state  the 
position  he  or  she  holds  in  parent  or  sub- 
sidiary companies,  the  interrogatories  poise 
the  following  questions: 

Seek  Zoning  Opinions 

“What  do  you  regard  as  being  fair  and 
equitable  provisions  for  zoning  in  a terri- 
tory comprised  of  11  separate  municipali- 
ties, comprising  Greater  Miami  and  con- 
sisting of  Miami,  Miami  Beach,  Coral  Ga- 
bles, Hialeah,  North  Miami,  Miami  Shores, 
South  Miami,  Surfside,  Miami  Springs. 
Opalocka  and  Biscayne  Park,  with  a com- 
bined population  of  240,000? 

“Do  you  regard  it  as  reasonable  or  un- 
reasonable to  have  all  of  said  territory 
in  one  zone?  Please  give  your  reason  for 
your  answer. 

“Do  you  regard  a clearance  clause  of 
140  to  150  days  as  against  all  independent 
exhibitors  in  such  an  area  to  be  reason- 
able or  unreasonable,  and  to  be  frequent 
or  infrequent? 

“Will  you  answer  the  same  question 
and  include  in  your  answer  whether  such 
clearance  and/or  protection  clause  en- 
forced against  independents  and  in  favor 
of  two  local  chains,  should  or  should  not 
be  based,  partially,  at  least,  upon  loca- 
tion, newness  or  obsolescence  of  the  the- 
atres in  question,  and  their  size  and  ap- 
pointments? 

“Are  picture  sold  by  you  (where  inter- 
rogatories are  directed  to  sales  managers) 
personally  direct  to  S.  A.  Lynch  for  Para- 
mount Enterprises? 

“Does  your  corporation,  or  wholly  owned 
or  controlled  subsidiary  or  allied  corpora- 
tion, own  or  operate  theatres  in  Florida, 
and  if  so,  give  names  and  locations  of 
such  theatres,  together  with  designations 
as  to  first  run,  second  run  or  subsequent 
run? 

“State  names  and  addresses  of  all  your 
sales  agents  who  have  acted  for  your 
corporation  in  soliciting  and  selling  mo- 
tion picture  sales,  films  and  licenses  with- 
in the  state  of  Florida  since  Jan.  1,  1935, 
until  and  including  the  present  time. 

“Which  of  the  above  named  sales  agents 


are  still  in  your  employ,  and  which  ones 
have  left  your  employ? 

“State  the  names  and  addresses  of  all 
branch  managers  and  district  sales  man- 
agers who  have  been  and/or  are  now  act- 
ing for  your  corporation  in  the  supervising 
control  of  sales  and  licenses  of  films  pro- 
duced by  your  corporation  from  Jan.  1, 
1935,  until  the  present  time. 

“Which  of  the  above  named  are  still 
in  your  employ  and  which  have  left?” 

Tire  interrogatory  to  Rodgers  asks: 
“Have  you  read  the  article  in  Fortune 
Magazine  of  August,  1939,  beginning  at 
page  25,  entitled  ‘Loew’s  Inc.’?  In  this 
article  the  statement  is  made  that  there 
are  16,250  theatres  in  the  United  States. 
Is  that  statement  true,  or  approximately 
true?  If  not,  please  advise  accordingly?” 

Asked  About  Sp~rks 

One  of  the  questions  put  to  Gradwell 
L.  Sears,  Vitagraph  president,  asks  him 
to  confirm  whether  Warner,  in  its  new 
merchandising  policy  for  1939-40  has 
adopted  a policy  of  a “run  for  any  de- 
serving exhibitor.” 

Officers  of  Paramount  are  asked  if  the 
corporation  owns  or  operates  or  controls 
the  “Sparks  Chain”  in  Florida.  Also, 
what,  if  any,  exclusive  right  of  sale  or 
license  exists  between  your  corporation 
and  Paramount  Enterprises  and  the  Sparks 
Chain  in  Florida? 

W.  R.  Lynch,  Charles  Walder  and  N.  A. 
Rossman  of  Paramount  Enterprises  will 
be  examined  before  trial  at  the  office  of 
T.  J.  Dowdell  in  the  Olympia  Building, 
Miami,  September  22. 

The  following  officers  have  been  asked 
to  answer  the  Washington  interrogatories: 

Parainount — Adolph  Zukor,  Barney  Bal- 
aban,  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Walter  B.  Cokell 
and  John  W.  Hicks  jr. 

Columbia — Abe  Schneider  and  Charles 
Schwartz. 

Loew’s — William  F.  Rodgers,  David 
Bernstein  and  Leopold  Friedman. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  — William  C. 
Michel  and  Wilfred  J.  Eadi. 

RKO — George  J.  Schaefer,  Ned  E.  Depi- 
net and  William  Mallard. 

UA — Harry  Buckley  and  Harry  P.  Mul- 
ler. 

Universal— WiMiam  A.  Scully  and  Helen 
E.  Hughes. 

Vitagraph — Gradwell  L.  Sears. 


NTS  Reports  Sales 

Dallas — Leading  off  recent  National 
Theatre  Supply  sales  is  a sound  system, 
popcorn  machine  and  screen  to  Tol  Teeter. 
Joy  Theatre,  Dallas.  Other  sales  include 
sound  to  Lyric,  Odessa;  projector,  V.  A. 
Barraco,  Roxy,  Houston;  screen,  Lester 
Meyer,  Strand,  Chillicothe;  rectifiers, 
Rialto,  Aransas  Pass;  screen,  Mexican 
Amusement  Co.,  El  Paso;  marquee  letters, 
P.  W.  Cloud,  Palace,  Snyder. 


Lease  Lincoln  House 

Lincoln,  Ark. — It  is  announced  here 
that  W.  A.  Rogers,  Fort  Smith,  and 
Dwayne  White,  of  this  place,  have  leased 
the  Lincoln  Theatre  building  and  will  soon 
begin  remodeling.  The  lease  is  reported  to 
be  for  three  years. 
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Patronage  Resumes  as 
War  Shock  Subsides 

Regina,  Sask. — Saskatchewan  appears  to 
be  taking  the  war  situation  quietly 
enough  and  after  the  initial  shock  over 
the  first  September  weekend  the  crowds 
turned  back  to  the  theatres  more  or  less 
in  relief.  The  result  has  been  that  at- 
tendance has  not  been  seriously  hit  any- 
where. 

The  war  situation  has,  however,  cut 
down  on  the  intended  expansion  and  re- 
modeling plans  in  several  centers,  espe- 
cially Regina  where  Famous  Players  Ca- 
nadian Corp.  had  announced  plans  for 
changes  amounting  to  some  $10,000  each 
to  both  the  Grand  and  the  Metropolitan 
theatres. 

It  has  also  made  some  cut  into  staffs 
of  some  of  the  houses,  especially  among 
the  young  ushers.  Recruiting  of  soldiers, 
naval  reservists  and  air  force  is  continu- 
ing throughout  the  province  and  a number 
of  the  ushers  have  heeded  the  call.  The 
rate  of  pay  for  soldiers  this  year  is  higher 
than  in  the  Great  War  and  that  is  prov- 
ing an  additional  attraction,  also  the 
possibility  of  “getting  in  on  the  ground 
floor”  when  promotion  may  be  expected  to 
be  rapid. 

Most  theatres  went  to  great  lengths  dur- 
ing the  crisis  period  to  keep  audiences 
informed  on  the  news.  The  Capitol  in 
Regina  tied  in  with  radio  station  CJRM 
to  bring  a full  15-minute  news  “flash”  to 
the  stage  just  before  the  final  showing 
each  evening.  Newsreels  with  war  shots 
in  them  have  been  played  up  in  the 
advertising. 

Helping  to  bring  crowds  back  after  their 
initial  jitters  was  the  change  in  the  weath- 
er. Temperatures  dropped  suddenly  and 
crowds  that  might  have  taken  one  last 
fling  at  summer  chose  the  showhouses  in- 
stead. 

The  outlook  for  the  fall  and  winter  is 
uncertain,  depending  on  the  extent  of 
Canada’s  participation  in  the  war.  An- 
nouncement there  will  be  no  conscription 
is  bound  to  help,  as  many  males  will  be 
left  in  daily  business  and  business  in  the 
west  is  definitely  on  the  upgrade.  The 
war  has  brought  a steady  advance  in  the 
price  of  wheat  and  Saskatchewan  this 
year  is  enjoying  the  best  crop  in  ten  years 
— practically  the  first  crop  in  most  dis- 
tricts. 

The  billeting  of  militia  in  large  numbers 
in  Regina,  Saskatoon,  Moose  Jaw  and 
Weyburn  is  also  bound  to  have  good  box- 
office  effect. 


Calgary  Branch  First  in 
George  Schaefer  Drive 

Calgary — H.  P.  Taylor’s  RKO  branch 
here  finished  first  in  the  George  Schaefer 
Drive,  with  Detroit,  Buffalo  and  Montreal 
following  in  that  order. 


A Property  to  RKO 

Hollywood — “Man  Without  a World,” 
by  Frank  and  Reginald  Fenton,  has  been 
purchased  by  RKO. 
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Independents  ^'Sign 

Toronto — The  first  group  of  the  moving  picture  business  in  the  Dominion  to 
rally  officially  to  the  support  of  Canada  in  the  war  was  the  organized  independents. 

Officials  of  the  Independent  Theatres  Ass'n  of  Ontario,  joined  by  independent 
exhibitors  of  other  provinces,  have  sent  a resolution  to  the  Federal  authorities  of- 
fering all  cooperation  to  the  cause,  with  theatres,  screens  and  any  other  facilities; 
being  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  government  for  recruiting,  war  loon  or  propa- 
ganda purposes. 

Announcement  was  made  that  the  independents  had  offered  the  use  of  theatres 
without  charge  for  the  holding  of  any  public  meetings  while  time  would  be  given 
on  regular  programs  for  any  special  films  or  trailers  of  a patriotic  nature  as  issued 
by  the  Government  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 


Board  to  Handle  Clearance 
New  Independents'  Plan 


Toronto — Organization  of  a two-year 
plan  for  clearance  and  priority  through- 
out the  whole  theatre  business  of  the  Do- 
minion was  recommended  by  the  conven- 
tion of  the  Anti-Protection  League  of 

Tax  Structure  Revise 
Expected  in  Canada 

Toronto — A war  tax  on  business  profits 
and  personal  income  and  an  increase  in 
the  sales  tax  on  many  types  of  products 
and  commodities  from  8 to  10  per  cent 
are  in  prospect  as  Canadian  Government 
impost  changes  to  finance  war  operations. 
There  will  also  be  a further  levy  on  com- 
pany profits  sent  to  foreign  countries,  it 
is  understood. 

These  prospective  alterations  in  the  tax 
structure  as  a direct  result  of  the  war  will 
have  considerable  effect  upon  the  moving 
picture  business  in  the  Dominion.  There 
is  already  a company  profits  tax  but  this 
will  be  augmented  by  a surtax  for  war 
purposes,  it  is  understood,  this  levy  also  be- 
ing considered  in  the  light  of  a conscrip- 
tion of  business  surplus  funds  and  is  pri- 
marily aimed  at  industrial  firms  which 
are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  mu- 
nitions. 

In  the  case  of  the  film  industry,  the 
sales  tax  increase  will  affect  imports  of 
films,  accessories,  printed  matter,  thea- 
tre equipment  and  other  goods  imported 
from  the  United  States  and  an  increase  in 
this  levy  means  added  cost  for  such  items. 
The  sales  tax  is  applied  to  many  articles 
of  Canadian  origin  as  well  and  is  gener- 
ally a hidden  impost  which  the  consumer 
pays  without  knowing  it.  In  the  case  of 
the  excise  tax  on  imports  which  was  abol- 
ished only  last  May  following  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Canadian-U.  S.  trade  agree- 
ment, there  is  less  likelihood  that  this  3 
per  cent  surtax  will  be  re-imposed  than 
the  raising  of  the  sales  tax.  The  excise 
levy  on  imports  from  the  U.  S.  comes  un- 
der the  trade  pact  in  the  case  of  many 
lines.  There  is  already  a 5 per  cent  tax 
on  Canadian  business  profits  sent  to  the 
states  and  this  may  be  raised. 


Canada  at  the  King  Edward  Hotel,  To- 
ronto, which  was  attended  by  40  delegates 
from  Ontario  and  also  A.  J.  Mason  of 
Springhill,  N.  S.,  past  president  of  the  In- 
dependent Theatres  Ass’n  of  Nova  Scotia. 

A negotiating  committee  was  appointed 
to  get  in  touch  with  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.;  the  Motion  Picture  Dis- 
tributors of  Canada  and  the  general  man- 
agers of  aU  film  exchange  companies  with 
a request  that  a national  conciliation 
board  be  formed  to  deal  with  the  subjects 
under  dispute  for  the  suggested  two  years. 
Those  appointed  to  negotiate  for  the  in- 
dependents comprise  N.  A.  Taylor,  20th 
Century  Theatres,  Toronto;  Harry  Alex- 
ander of  the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n, 
Toronto;  A.  J.  Mason,  who  is  president  of 
the  Conciliation  Board  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  J.  A.  Scott  of  Weston. 

The  meeting  recommended  that  the 
proposed  national  board  be  made  up  of  a 
representative  of  the  film  distributors,  one 
from  the  chain  circuits  and  one  from  the 
independent  exhibitors,  plus  neutral  of- 
ficials one  of  whom  would  act  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  commission. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  local 
clearance  boards  be  established  in  the  six 
key  cities  from  coast  to  coast,  the  per- 
sonnel of  these  boards  to  be  two  inde- 
pendent exhibitors,  one  chain  representa- 
tive and  one  film  exchange  man. 

Under  the  league  plan,  the  national 
board  would  draw  up  new  schedules  for 
clearance  to  be  agreed  upon  by  its  mem- 
bers and  then  sit  as  an  appeal  board  for 
the  hearing  of  disputes  referred  to  it  by 
regional  boards.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
the  league  will  demand  that  the  new  clear- 
ance and  priority  provisions  be  made  a 
part  of  a new  license  agreement  to  be 
adopted  in  Canada. 

The  above  recommendations  were  intro- 
duced,vat  the  league  meeting  by  a resolu- 
tions committee  which  consisted  of  Harry 
Alexander  and  N.  A.  Taylor  of  Toronto 
and  Mr.  Mason  of  N.  S. 

The  meeting  decided  that  these  clear- 
ance proposals  should  be  given  a two-year 
trial  and  it  was  also  declared  that,  if  the 
distributors  and  circuits  could  not  come 
to  an  agreement  with  the  independents, 
the  latter  would  refer  the  whole  question 
to  the  Federal  Government. 
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JACK  ARTHUR,  veteran  Toronto  theatre 

manager,  presented  what  may  be  his 
last  stage  show  before  taking  over  his  ap- 
pointment as  district  manager  of  western 
Ontario  for  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  when  he  produced  the  program  for 
the  personal  anpearance  of  Gloria  Jean, 
juvenile  star  of  “The  Under-Pup,”  at  the 
Imperial  Theatre,  Toronto,  and  the  Capi- 
tol at  Montreal,  Arthur  himself  appear- 
ing on  the  stage  when  he  w^as  accorded 
a warm  reception  from  his  many  admirers. 

Local  exhibitors  recalled  that,  during 
the  1914-18  Great  War,  they  were  ordered 
to  keep  the  theatres  closed  on  Mondays, 
as  well  as  Sundays,  for  the  conservation 
of  coal  and  electric  power  but  were  given 
a free  hand  five  days  of  the  week.  They 
were  woridering  . . . 

Among  the  first  offers  of  enlistment  in 
Toronto  for  special  war  duty  was  that  from 
Ned  Sparks,  film  star,  who  w'as  on  a visit 
to  the  city  with  a daughter  during  a holi- 
day stay  in  Canada.  Sparks  made  his  of- 
fer to  Premier  Mitchell  Hepburn  of  On- 
tario. his  boyhood  friend  at  St.  Thomas. 
Ont. 

A Toronto  theatre  artist  who  was  res- 
cued from  the  Athenia  was  Miss  Judith 
Evelyn,  who  made  her  start  in  local  at- 
mospheric prologues  and  other  stage 
shows.  She  was  returning  home  after  fill- 
ing a number  of  engagements  at  London 
theatres  and  was  saved  along  with  her 
fiance.  Andrew  Allan,  station  announcer 
at  CFRB,  Toronto,  who  had  completed  a 
holiday  visit  in  the  British  Isles.  Another 
survivor  was  Harry  Bramah  of  the  Cana- 
dian Broadcasting  Corp. 

Jules  Levy  of  RKO  Radio,  New  York, 
was  a visitor  of  note  in  Toronto  w’hen  he 
conferred  w'ith  Canadian  officials  regard- 
ing the  general  situation  as  it  affects  the 
motion  picture  business. 

“Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever”  proved 
to  be  good  enough  for  a second  week  at 
Loew’s  Theatre,  Toronto,  despite  the  ex- 
citement over  the  war.  Manager  Tom 
Daley  is  holding  over  “The  Under-Pup”  at 
the  Imperial  while  “When  Tomorrow 
Comes”  went  into  a second  week  at  the 
Uptown  ivhen  “Beau  Geste”  was  recalled 
by  the  censors  for  further  study. 

The  engagement  of  “When  Tomorrow 
Comes”  at  the  Patricia  Theatre,  London, 
Ont.,  was  extended  from  three  to  six  days 
by  Manager  Tom  McKnight,  when  a war- 
time attendance  record  w’as  registered. 

Toronto’s  first  war  incident  occurred 
when  a deynonstrator  was  ejected  from  a 
large  downtown  theatre  during  the  show- 
ing of  the  curreyit  newsreel.  The  audience 
cheered  when  British  scenes  were  screened, 
but  the  lone  individual  indicated  his  ap- 
proval in  another  direction.  A warning  to 
“pipe  down”  went  unheeded  with  the  re- 
sult that  an  usher  showed  him  the  street. 

The  resignation  of  United  Artists  from 
the  Motion  Picture  Producers  and  Dis- 
tributors Ass’n,  New  York,  means  the 
withdrawal  from  the  Motion  Picture  Dis- 
tributors of  Canada  which  is  allied  with 
the  Hays  organization. 


Alf  Perry,  general  manager  of  Empire- 
Universal.  Toroyito,  is  one  who  has  adopted 
the  “Business  as  Usual”  policy.  He  has 
been  away  07i  an  inspection  trip  to  the 
coynpany’s  branches  at  Moyitreal  ayid  St. 
John.  N.  B.  The  latter  city  is  oyie  of  the 
cities  on  the  Atlayitic  coast  reported  to  be 
eyi forcing  blackout  precautioyis . 

One  of  the  few  trade  visitors  at  To- 
ronto film  headquarters  during  the  first 
war  week  was  Don  B.  Stapleton,  proprietor 
of  the  Centre  Theatre,  Ottawa.  An  ex- 
hibitor from  the  North  Country  was  Ted 
Soucie  who  directs  the  LaSalle  and 
Cartier  theatres  at  Kirkland  Lake  and 
Timmins. 

Frayik  O'Byryie.  Toroyito  brayich  mayi- 
ager  of  Associated  Screen  News,  is  happy 
iyi  the  arrival  of  a boy.  The  O’Byrnes  yiow 
have  two  girls  ayid  a boy. 

A social  event  of  importance  in  Toronto’s 
film  colony  was  the  marriage  of  Yvonne, 
daughter  of  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
to  Dr.  Milton  Robinson  of  New  York  City. 
The  couple  wall  reside  in  New  York. 

N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-presideyit  of  the  In- 
dependent Theatres  Ass’yi,  Toroyito,  has 
moved  into  a fine  yiew  home  on  Wells  Hill 
Road  in  the  suburbs. 

B.  W.  Silver,  general  manager  of  Colo- 
nial Pictures,  Toronto,  Montreal  and  Win- 
nipeg, has  been  in  New  York  City  to  ar- 
range Canadian  distribution  of  new  sea- 
son product  including  an  array  of  inde- 
pendent productions. 

J.  R.  Nairn,  director  of  publicity  for 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has  an 
additional  job — the  editing  and  publica- 
tion of  the  circuit’s  new  house  organ.  The 
Manager. 

Arrangements  have  not  yet  been  an- 
nounced in  Toronto  for  the  Canadian  dis- 
tribution of  12  features  of  Alliance  Films 
Corp. 


PACK  in  the  city  from  a trip  to  New 
York  are  Eddie  Newman  of  the  Ly- 
ceum, Ken  Beach,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Western  Theatres  and  Bernard  Beach, 
doorman  at  the  Capitol.  The  boys  had  a 
fine  time  in  New  York  visiting  among 
other  points  of  interest  the  RKO  lounge 
in  Rockefeller  Centre.  They  were  royally 
treated  at  the  RKO  lounge  and  present- 
ed with  desk  sets  of  which  they  are  very 
proud. 

Visiting  the  city  is  Jack  Rothschild, 
manager  of  the  Brownskin  Models,  the 
stage  show  which  made  a tremendous  hit 
at  the  Orpheum  when  it  played  the  city 
some  time  ago. 

Business  has  been  hit  in  the  city  by 
the  war  in  Europe.  This  is  especially 
true  in  the  suburban  theatres  where  pa- 
trons are  spending  the  evenings  at  home 
getting  news  at  their  radios. 


War  Measures  Boost 
Canadian  Taxes 

Toronto — The  Canadian  war  budget  im- 
poses an  excess  profits  tax  on  net  returns 
above  five  per  cent  on  a graduated  scale 
from  ten  to  60  per  cent,  effective  imme- 
diately any  companies  whose  year  does  not 
expire  before  next  March  31;  otherwise  on 
profits  of  the  coming  year. 

Theatre  circuits  are  not  immediately 
affected  because  the  fiscal  year  closes 
December  31  for  them.  'The  existing  com- 
pany tax  is  raised  15  to  18  per  cent,  wheth- 
er the  firm  is  incorporated  or  not. 

A new  levy  is  an  eight  per  cent  sales  tax 
on  electricity,  a blow  to  theatres  because 
considerable  current  is  used  for  equip- 
ment and  fronts. 

The  income  tax  for  individuals  now  has  a 
straight  20  per  cent  added,  and  this  hits 
the  pocketbooks  of  exchange  and  theatre 
people  alike. 

The  general  sales  tax  of  eight  per  cent 
remains  unchanged  for  the  present  on 
imports  of  films,  accessories  and  equip- 
ment from  the  United  States. 

Coal  already  has  advanced  75  cents  per 
ton  because  of  the  Canadian  money  dis- 
count. 


Visual  Education  Progress 
Stressed  to  Teachers 

Montreal  — British  documentary  and 
educational  films  so  impressed  early  visi- 
tors to  the  British  theatre  in  the  British 
government  pavilion  at  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair  that  a separate  cinema  was 
set  up  by  a Teachers’  Ass’n  in  connection 
with  the  “School  of  Tomorrow”  to  feature 
many  of  the  educational  subjects.  Visiting 
educationalists  thus  were  enabled  to  keep 
abreast  of  British  progress  in  visual  edu- 
cation. 


Westeryi  Theatres,  Ltd.,  managers  had 
their  first  meeting  of  the  season  under 
the  new  chairmanship  of  F.  Kershaw.  At 
the  meeting  Kershaw  outlined  plans  for 
the  new  season. 

Metropolitan  Manager  Don  Gauld  car- 
ried out  an  extensive  campaign  publiciz- 
ing “The  Star  Maker.”  Gauld  made  a 
tieup  with  General  Motors  which  took  the 
form  of  a parade  of  cars  headed  by  an 
antique  specimen  of  a 1904  Oldsmobile. 
Gauld  also  used  the  radio  transcription  of 
the  film  and  15  minute  program  each 
day  for  four  days  over  CJRC  consisting  of 
Crosby  recordings  and  plugs  for  the  film. 

Both  the  Capitol  and  the  Metropolitan 
are  introducing  boy  ushers  to  replace  the 
girls  who  have  hitherto  served  in  that 
capacity.  A callboard  service  has  been 
introduced  to  do  away  with  the  discom- 
fort of  paging  clients  who  are  called  away 
on  business. 
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Two  Toronto  Houses 
Under  Construction 

Toronto — Two  theatres  are  under  con- 
struction in  Greater  Toronto  regardless 
of  war  excitement.  One  is  well  under  way 
at  606  College  St.,  the  Pylon,  which  is  be- 
ing erected  by  Ray  Lewis,  but  the  open- 
ing date  has  been  set  back  to  November 
because  of  difficulties  in  connection  with 
supply  of  materials. 

Another  theatre  is  being  built  on  Eglin- 
ton  Ave.,  at  Dufferin  St.,  outside  of  the 
city  limits,  by  Harry  Davidson,  building 
contractor,  who  will  operate  the  house 
after  completion.  Arrangements  have  al- 
ready been  made  for  booking  film  product 
through  N.  A.  Taylor  of  the  Exhibitors 
Booking  Ass’n  which  caters  to  the  inde- 
pendents. The  walls  are  already  above 
ground  level.  This  theatre  will  compete 
with  the  Grant,  an  independent  theatre  at 
Oakwood  and  Vaughan  Road,  and  the  Eg- 
linton,  a Famous  Players’  unit. 

A theatre  for  North  Toronto  is  pro- 
jected by  A.  Merkur,  Toronto  builder,  who 
has  purchased  a site  at  Yonge  St.  and 
Davisville  Ave.,  for  a cinema  to  seat  1,000, 
the  structure  to  include  a commercial 
frontage  which  will  have  five  stores.  This 
will  be  opposition  to  the  Oriole,  an  inde- 
pendent house,  and  the  Belsize  of  the 
Famous  Players’  unit. 

V.  Simone,  proprietor  of  two  Toronto 
theatres,  has  not  started  construction  of 
a third  house  in  North  Toronto,  the  site 
for  which  was  purchased  some  months  ago. 
New  theatres  are  going  ahead  at  Orillia, 
Port  Erie,  Trenton  and  Amherstburg  in 
Ontario. 


F-P  Dividend  Followed  by 
Loew  Interest  Payment 

Toronto — Following  on  the  declaration 
of  a dividend  of  25  cents  per  common 
share  by  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
payable  September  30,  comes  the  an- 
nouncement of  Marcus  Loew’s  Theatres 
Limited,  Toronto,  of  payment  on  the  same 
date  of  31/2  per  cent  interest  on  the  7 per 
cent  preferred  stock  for  the  half-yearly 
period  ending  June  30,  1937,  this  being  a 
further  disbursement  on  the  arrears  in 
accordance  with  the  schedule  for  the  re- 
duction of  back  interest. 

Marcus  Loew’s  Theatres  operates  the 
Loew  house  in  downtown  Toronto  and  also 
owns  the  large  theatre  which  is  operated 
by  Famous  Players  as  the  Uptown  on  a 
leasehold  basis. 


Saturday  Closing  Holds  in 
Toronto  Until  Sept.  24 

Toronto — The  offices  of  Canadian  film 
distributors  in  Toronto  are  continuing  to 
observe  the  Saturday-closing  rule  which 
became  effective  June  1 for  the  summer 
season,  the  decision  having  been  reached 
to  extend  the  five-day  week  until  the 
termination  of  daylight-saving  time  on 
September  24. 


I^ONTREAL  theatres  are  so  far  unaf- 
fected by  the  war  on  the  censorship. 
They  are  finding  newsreels  and  war  pic- 
tures popular,  but  have  to  contend  with 
the  unrest  due  to  the  state  of  war  which 
keeps  numbers  of  people  away  from  the 
theatres.  Many  stay  home  to  hear  the 
latest  war  news  on  the  radio,  and  there 
are  always  crowds  before  newspaper  bulle- 
tin boards. 

Managers  who  went  through  the  Great 
War  recall  that  this  was  the  condition  for 
about  three  months,  hut  that  afterwards 
the  public  settled  down  and  enjoyed  a 
normal  amount  of  amusement,  so  they  do 
not  feel  pessimistic  about  the  business 
outlook  for  the  winter. 

It  has  been  officially  announced  that 
dissemination  of  information  in  Canada 
through  the  press,  radio  or  motion  pic- 
tures, and  in  other  ways,  will  come  under 
the  control  of  a central  censorship  or- 
ganization for  the  duration  of  hostilities. 
Walter  S.  Thompson,  veteran  newspaper- 
man, director  of  public  relations  for  the 
Canadian  National  Railways,  has  been  ap- 
pointed chief  censor  and  chairman  of  the 
censorship  co-ordination  committee. 
Thompson  is  well  known  to  local  theatre 
managers,  having  been,  some  years  ago, 
city  editor  of  Montreal  Herald  and  Mon- 
treal Daily  Telegraph. 

Hollywood  film  stars  at  present  in  Eu- 
rope are  worrying  about  how  they  are  to 
get  home  safely,  and  neutral  shipping 
companies  have  been  bombarded  with  in- 
quiries. Amongst  film  notables  recently  on 
the  Riviera  was  Madeleine  Carroll.  Mau- 
rice Chevalier  has  abandoned  golfing  on 
the  Riviera  to  offer  himself  for  war  ser- 
vice. 

Gloria  Jean,  11-year-old  star,  whose  re- 
semblance to  Deanna  Durbin  is  remark- 
able, arrived  at  the  Windsor  station,  Mon- 
treal, September  8 and  was  greeted  by  a 
host  of  new  fans.  She  then  proceeded  to 
a large  department  store  where  she  held 
a reception  and  distributed  autographs. 
Later  she  made  a personal  appearance  at 
the  Capitol  where  L.  W.  Dowbiggin,  man- 
ager, had  made  special  arrangements  to 
receive  the  large  crowds  expected  at  the 
initial  showing  of  “The  Under-Pup.’’ 

“Four  Feathers,"  is  concluding  its  fifth 
week  at  the  Orpheum.  Joe  Lightstone. 
manager,  arranged  a tieup  with  a large 
restaurant  opposite  the  theatre  which  dis- 
played advertising  matter  in  connection 
with  the  film,  and  on  a special  placard  pro- 
claimed “You  will  enjoy  seeing  ‘Four 
Feathers’  and  eating  your  meals  at  this 
restaurant.” 

Closing  of  British  theatres  when  war  was 
proclaimed  brought  a vigorous  and  char- 
acteristic protest  from  George  Bernard 
Shaw  who  called  the  decision  “a  master- 
stroke of  unimaginative  stupidity.’’  He 
expressed  a desire  to  know  how  the  gov- 
ernment proposed  to  amuse  the  soldiers  on 
leave  and  keep  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
evacuated  children  out  of  mischief.  He 
suggested  that  instead  of  closing  theati’es 
the  government  should  open  more  where 
these  are  lacking.  The  government  closed 


the  theatres  for  fear  while  containing  large 
audiences  they  would  be  targets  for  Ger- 
man air  raids.  Shaw  retorted  “What  agent 
of  Hitler  is  it  who  suggested  that  we  should 
cower  in  darkness  and  terror  for  the 
duration  of  the  war?” 

Quebec’s  Cambrai  Theatre,  recently  re- 
opened, has  been  added  to  the  advertisers 
in  the  city’s  only  English  language  daily. 

Open  Air  “movies”  in  Montreal  district 
finished  with  an  exhibition  at  the  “Bon- 
fire” theatre  in  Notre  Dame  de  Grace  and 
a program  of  comedies  on  the  lawn  of  one 
of  the  city’s  largest  Protestant  churches. 

Betty  Allam  of  Notre  Dame  de  Grace, 
loell  known  in  local  entertainment  circles, 
who  went  to  London  to  continue  her  musi- 
cal studies  at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music, 
ivas  a passenger  07i  the  torpedoed  liner, 
Athenia.  So  far  no  word  of  her  safety  has 
reached  Moiitreal. 

It  is  announced  by  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, who  is  chairman  of  the  sub-commit- 
tee on  public  information,  that  L.  Clare 
Moyer,  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  Oswali 
Mayrand,  former  editor  of  La  Presse,  who 
have  been  appointed  to  the  censorship 
committee  will  pay  special  attention  to 
film  censorship. 

When  Tyrone  Power  returns  to  Holly- 
wood from  his  exciting  experiences  in  Lon- 
don where  he  ivas  repeatedly  mobbed  by 
thousands  of  girls,  he  will  star  in  Johnny 
Apollo,  story  based  o?i  the  life  of  former 
multi-millionaire  broker,  Richard  Whit- 
ney, who  is  now  in  jail.  London  reports 
this  fashion  note,  “Power  wore  bright  Tar- 
tan socks." 

Word  has  just  been  received  here  that 
motion  picture  theatres  in  what  are  de- 
scribed as  “comparatively  safe”  areas  of 
Great  Britain  were  permitted  to  reopen 
September  9 for  the  first  time  since  the 
British  declaration  of  war,  Sunday,  Sept. 
3.  The  decision  affects  a number  of  dis- 
tricts outside  of  London.  Closing  hour  has 
been  fixed  for  not  later  than  10  p.  m. 

Canadians  who  voted  “Information 
Please”  the  most  popular  of  all  radio 
“Quiz”  programs  are  looking  forward  to 
its  appearance  as  a screen  feature,  an- 
nounced here  by  M.  Plottel,  province  of 
Quebec  manager  of  RKO. 

The  war  will  not  prevent  a large  British 
theatrical  company  from  making  a five 
months’  coast-to-coast  tour  of  Canada  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  British  Council. 
Maurice  Colbourne  and  Barry  Jones  are 
taking  36  players  to  perform  three  plays, 
“Charles  the  King,”  by  Colbourne  and 
Jones;  “Geneva”  by  George  Bernard 
Shaw,  and  “Tobias  and  the  Angel”  by 
James  Bridie. 

Nothing  could  commend  Grace  Moore’s 
pictures  more  to  Canadians,  especially 
French-Canadians , than  her  announce- 
me7it  that  she  is  returiiing  to  France  to 
help  that  country’s  war  effort.  Miss  Moore 
said:  “I  want  to  do  something  for  France. 
I feel  that  I owe  a great  deal  of  my  inde- 
pendence, happiness  and  development  in 
life  to  France.  I can  repay  it  by  driving 
an  ambulance.” 
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^^HEN  Larry  New,  Windsor  Theatre, 
entered  the  theatre  last  Sunday,  he 
heard  footsteps  hastily  retreating,  and  on 
going  into  his  office  found  an  attempt  to 
force  the  safe  had  been  made  and  the 
burglars  had  left  so  hurriedly,  when  they 
heard  him  come  in.  that  they  left  their 
tools  behind.  The  candy  slot  machine  was 
smashed  and  the  cash  taken  from  it. 

R.  John  Dawson.  Plaza  and  Paradise 
theatres,  has  had  painters  busy  on  the 
front  of  the  latter. 

Levi  Graham,  the  Strand.  Prince  George, 
B.  C.,  has  bought  a lot  in  Wells  and  pro- 
poses to  build  a theatre  there.  Wells,  a 
mining  town,  is  growing  rapidly  and  the 
payrolls  are  keeping  pace  with  the  popula- 
tion. 

J.  Cooperhand,  Roxy  Theatre,  is  driving 
around  in  a new  Plymouth  . . . Horace 
Fletcher,  Hollyburn  Theatre,  has  installed 
a vertical  electric  sign,  giving  the  vicinity 
a metropolitan  atmosphere  and  his  neigh- 
bors are  loud  in  their  commendation. 

Myron  McLeod,  Patricia  Theatre,  Powell 
River,  made  a short  stay  in  Vancouver  on 
his  return  from  a vacation. 

Jim  Dibben,  service  technician  for  Thea- 
tre Equipment  Supply  Co.,  returned  from 
his  trip  up  the  Cariboo  Trail,  very  en- 
thusiastic about  the  scenery  and  weather, 
as  well  as  the  business  picked  up  on  the 
trip.  At  Barkerville,  his  car  rolled  down 
an  embankment,  but,  beyond  a general 
shaking  up,  neither  he  nor  the  car  was 
injured. 

Charley  Ramage,  Regal  Films,  has 
moved  his  family  back  to  their  city  home 
from  the  North  Shore,  where  they  spent 
the  summer. 

L.  A.  "Sonny”  Allen  of  Grand  National, 
spent  several  days  in  Seattle  and  is  back 
on  the  job  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Roy  Ler- 
ner,  who  is  to  take  over  the  office  here. 
Roy  apparently  is  giving  the  western 
provinces  a thorough  combing  before  tak- 
ing over  the  office  here. 

Miss  Amy  Scriven  is  off  on  her  annual 
sojourn  among  the  horses  and  cattle  in 
the  Cariboo.  Meanwhile,  Fred  Guest  is 
looking  after  the  Stanley,  with  plans  to 
leave  for  Hamilton  on  her  return. 

Many  independent  exhibitors  have  not 
yet  signed  contracts  with  the  projection- 
ist’s union,  and  the  alloted  time  allowance 
is  fast  slipping  by.  There  have  been  sev- 
eral trips  by  committees  to  Victoria  but, 
as  yet,  they  have  received  no  definite  en- 
couragement from  the  Provincial  govern- 
ment. 

“Four  Feathers”  is  in  its  fifth  week  at 
the  Plaza  and  Earl  Hayter,  assistant  man- 
ager, says  there  has  been  no  noticeable 
diminution  in  attendance. 

Babe  Coval,  Warner  Bros.,  proudly  points 
to  a copy  of  his  company’s  merchandising 
policy,  printed  in  large  bold  letters  and 
occupying  a prominent  place  on  the  wall  of 
the  outer  office. 

There  is  no  apparent  tightening  up  of 
censorship  on  account  of  war  conditions, 
though  restrictions  are  being  discussed. 


Supplemenlal  Lighting 
Units  Are  Required 

Toronto — All  theatres  of  the  Province 
of  Ontario  have  been  ordered  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Government,  through  Chairman 
O.  J.  Silverthorne  of  the  board  of  moving 
picture  censors,  Toronto,  to  take  imme- 
diate steps  for  the  installation  of  com- 
plete self-contained  lighting  systems  for 
emergency  purposes,  the  equipment  to  be 
entirely  independent  of  all  public  services. 
The  order,  as  transmitted  to  exhibitors  by 
W.  D.  McPhee,  chief  inspector  of  theatres, 
requires  the  installation  to  be  made  before 
September  30,  failure  of  which  would 
mean  cancellation  of  the  operating  license 
for  a theatre. 

The  decision  was  made  because  of  the 
danger  of  unusual  developments  during  the 
present  war  and  is  admittedly  a precau- 
tionary measure  to  offset  the  possibility 
of  panic  if  the  regular  electrical  service  is 
cut  off  by  interference  with  power  plants 
or  lines.  Projectionists  are  made  respon- 
sible for  the  maintenance  of  the  emer- 
gency lighting  system  which  is  to  be  tested 
at  least  once  daily.  Flashlights  are  not  to 
be  considered  a suitable  alternative  to  the 
permanently  fitted  emergency  plant  which 
has  been  ordered. 

On  the  occasion  of  a recent  ixjwer  dis- 
ruption because  of  lightning,  a near-panic 
took  place  at  theatres  in  Toronto  and  St. 
Thomas,  it  was  pointed  out. 


QONGRATULATIONS  have  been  ex- 
tended to  Miss  Evelyn  Ehmn  who  has 
left  the  staff  of  the  Dominion  Theatre  to 
get  married.  Before  leaving  the  theatre 
Miss  Dunn  was  presented  with  a wedding 
gift  by  members  of  the  theatre  staff. 

L.  Bearg,  district  manager  of  F-P,  spent 
a few  days  in  Victoria  recently  accom- 
panied by  V.  Armand,  circuit  supervisor  of 
projection  and  equipment. 

To  exploit  “The  Star  Maker”  at  the 
Dominion  Theatre  the  management  was 
host  to  the  orphans  of  Victoria  at  a spe- 
cial showing  of  the  picture,  the  star  of 
which  was  an  orphan.  Transportation  to 
and  from  the  theatre  was  provided  by  a 
local  automobile  dealer  who  paraded  four 
new  cars  filled  with  orphans  through 
town  to  the  docks  where  an  excursion  boat 
was  just  landing  its  passengers,  and  back 
through  town  to  the  theatre.  Banners  ad- 
vertising the  picture  were  placed  on  each 
car.  After  the  show  the  management 
treated  the  orphans  to  ice  cream  and 
candy. 

During  the  recent  world  crisis  the  Atlas 
Theatre  availed  their  patrons  with  the 
latest  news  by  means  of  a bulletin  in  the 
theatre  lobby.  The  news  was  secured  by 
means  of  a radio  in  the  office  of  the  thea- 
tre and  was  typed  on  telegraph  forms  and 
posted  on  the  bulletin  board  at  half  hour 
intervals.  On  the  board  was  a picture  of  a 
soldier,  above  which  were  printed  the 
words  "Latest  European  Developments.” 


\^ORD  has  been  received  here  of  the 
rapid  advancement  in  the  Royal  Air 
Force  of  Charles  E.  “Dee”  Staples,  son  of 
C.  E.  Staples  of  the  Queen  Theatre,  St. 
Stephen,  N.  B.  In  July  last,  “Dee”  passed 
his  examinations  and  obtained  his  wings 
in  the  RAF.  Last  month  he  was  stationed 
near  Montrose,  Scotland,  with  the  seniors 
undergoing  training  in  gunnery  and 
bombing,  using  single-seater  planes  with 
a speed  of  240  m.p.h. 

Lieut.  Harold  F.  Parker,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  has  re- 
ceived a call  to  join  his  regiment.  He  will 
be  stationed  in  Halifax  for  the  time  be- 
ing . . . Emmanuel  Corber,  shipper  at 
Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  until  the  war  started, 
has  enlisted  with  the  Army  Medical  Corps. 

A.  J.  Mason,  owner-manager  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  Springhill,  N.  S.,  was  one 
of  the  speakers  at  a meeting  of  the 
Springhill  Liberal  Ass’n. 

R.  G.  March,  20th  Century-Fox  branch 
manager,  and  L.  McKenzie,  Vitagraph 
branch  manager,  returned  from  St.  John’s, 
Newfoundland,  the  weekend  war  was  de- 
clared and  have  many  tales  to  relate  con- 
cerning some  of  the  passengers  on  the 
boat  who  were  really  worried  about  the 
voyage. 

Jack  Kiely  of  Montreal  is  now  in  St. 
John’s,  Newfoundland,  where  he  has  sev- 
eral theatres,  one  of  which,  the  Crescent, 
he  is  giving  up  at  the  termination  of  his 
lease  in  the  near  future.  The  Queen  The- 
atre, recently  taken  over  by  Kiely  from 
J.  J.  Duff,  is  now  being  remodeled  and 
will  be  reopened  shortly  as  the  York. 
Business  in  Newfoundland  has  been  bad 
this  year  and  is  expected  to  be  even  worse 
under  war  conditions. 

Mrs.  L.  McKenzie,  wife  of  L.  McKenzie 
of  Vitagraph,  and  baby  son  “Kim”  have 
gone  to  Toronto  to  spend  about  two 
months  with  Mrs.  McKenzie’s  mother,  Mrs. 
McMullen  . . . Tentative  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  hold  a meeting  of  the 
Nova  Scotia  motion  picture  conciliation 
board,  postponed  from  August  23,  some 
time  this  month  at  Sydney. 

Edward  H.  Cox,  Empire-Universal  sales- 
man, has  been  confined  to  his  home  on 
account  of  illness  for  some  time  . . . T.  J. 
O’Rourke  of  the  Gaiety,  Minto,  N.  B.,  and 
H.  F.  Parker  of  the  Capitol,  Yarmouth, 
N.  S.,  were  Filmrow  visitors. 

Ontario  Film  Appeal  Board 
Approves  "Beau  Geste" 

Toronto — The  Ontario  film  board  of 
appeals  has  finally  and  officially  approved 
“Beau  Geste”  for  general  theatrical  show- 
ing in  the  province,  the  feature  having 
been  recalled  for  further  examination  fol- 
lowing the  outbreak  of  the  Second  Great 
War.  The  board  consists  of  Premier  M. 
F.  Hepburn  and  Charles  J.  Foster,  general 
secretary  of  the  premier’s  department,  who 
have  jurisdiction  over  the  regular  censor 
board  in  the  case  of  an  appeal.  No  further 
change  was  ordered  in  the  picture,  the 
previous  deletions  having  been  made  at 
the  request  of  the  French  consul. 
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Hollywood  Liberal 
Aclivily  Increases 

Hollywood — As  convincing  proof  of 
declarations  by  Hollywood’s  liberal  leaders 
that  the  European  conflict  is  spurring 
them  to  a record  pitch  of  activity,  in  which 
they  feel  they  can  be  of  invaluable  serv- 
ice, the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi  League  and 
kindred  organizations  have  mapped  out 
an  ambitious  schedule  for  the  balance  of 
the  month. 

Crystallizing  the  expressed  sentiments 
of  Sonja  Dahl,  executive  secretary,  who 
declared  the  League  will  “do  everything 
within  our  power”  to  aid  the  democracies 
in  the  war  through  strengthening  of  its 
two  most  potent  weapons — education  and 
enlightenment — the  HANL  has  called  a 
general  membership  meeting  and  has  ten- 
tatively set  September  19  as  the  date. 
Principal  speaker  will  be  the  Rev.  L.  M. 
Birkhead,  national  director  of  the  Friends 
of  Democracy,  while  Herbert  Biberman, 
Donald  Ogden  Stewart,  Melvyn  Douglas, 
Irving  Pichel  and  other  film  colonists  will 
be  on  hand.  Chief  topic  will  be  a dis- 
cussion of  the  situation  abroad  and  its 
application  to  the  fight  against  Nazism 
in  America. 

The  League’s  studio  committee,  com- 
prising members  from  the  motion  picture 
industry,  convened  to  hear  the  Rev.  Birk- 
head give  an  advance  lecture  on  the  same 
subject. 

A Talk  by  Grierson 

Considered  particularly  timely  was  a dis- 
cussion of  documentary  films  and  the 
place  of  the  motion  picture  in  propaganda 
as  given  by  John  Grierson,  director  of  the 
general  postoffice  film  unit  of  the  Brit- 
ish government,  and  attended  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Associated  Film  Audiences. 
Several  documentary  films,  both  American 
and  British,  were  screened. 

The  path  America  must  tread  in  its  fu- 
ture international  relations  was  the  chief 
concern  of  Director  W.  S.  Van  Dyke, 
staunch  adherent  of  the  movement  to  re- 
vise the  government’s  present  neutrality 
provisions,  who  telegraphed  three  con- 
gressmen that  he  is  “entirely  dissatis- 
fied” with  the  stand  being  taken  by  them 
and  urging  them  to  revise  their  opinions 
and  cooperate  with  President  Roosevelt  in 
amending  the  laws.  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  spoke 
as  one  of  the  local  leaders  in  the  Com- 
mittee for  Concerted  Peace  Efforts,  which 
includes  other  film  luminaries  as  well  a 
civic,  religious  and  educational  notables. 

The  same  organization  scheduled  a re- 
ception at  the  home  of  Carl  Laemmle  sr., 
pioneer  film  producer,  at  which  plans  for 
further  action  to  end  American  aid  to 
aggressor  nations  were  discussed. 

Reverberations  of  the  war  forced  the 
Motion  Picture  Democratic  Committee  to 
postpone,  for  the  second  time,  the  all- 
industry banquet  at  which  the  first  an- 
nual Award  for  Service  to  Democracy 
will  be  presented  to  the  producer  of  the 
picture  selected  as  having  made  the  out- 
standing contribution  to  the  democratic 
ideal  during  the  1938-39  season.  Attorney- 
General  Prank  Murphy,  scheduled  to  ap- 
pear as  chief  speaker,  notified  MPDC 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


Popular  Science 

Paramount  (No.  1)  11  Mins. 

This  series  gets  off  to  a new  season  in 
good  style.  It  snows  how  scientists  have 
aiscovered  a new  outlet  for  cotton  which 
is  now  used  in  making  roads.  Then  tnere 
is  one  of  those  ultra-modern  kitcnens 
whicn  will  make  the  women  sigh  with 
envy.  A touch  of  humor  is  injected  by  the 
“scientist”  who  plans  to  harness  the  na- 
tional jaw  power  wasted  by  gum  chewers. 
Scenes  of  a hospital  lor  women  and  the 
streamlined  Paciiic  clippers  conclude  the 
reel. 


Catching  Whoppers 

Paramount  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

The  title  is  no  misnomer,  either.  The 
reel  is  a fisherman’s  special  with  the  cam- 
era catching  the  piscatorial  spiendors  off 
the  coast  of  Guaymas,  Mexico.  bTom  there, 
the  action  shuts  to  the  waters  off  the 
island  of  Cat  Cay  where  the  wealthy  find 
divertisment  fishing  for  giant  sailiish 
and  huge  striped  marlin.  Ted  Husing  does 
tne  narrating. 


Ecuador 

Paramount  (Color  Cruise)  10  Mins. 

A visit  to  Ecuador  which  is  located  on 
the  equator  but  cool  since  most  of  the 
towns  are  high  on  the  mountains.  It  is  an 
interesting  country  that  receives  average 
travelogue  treatment.  Highlight  of  the  reel 
is  a celebration  preceding  the  wedding 
of  a young  Indian  couple.  As  for  Cine- 
color,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  a happy 
medium  for  filming  subjects  of  this  type. 


A Desert  Adventure 

Paramount  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

Grantland  Rice  brings  back  those  amaz- 
ing brothers,  Ken  and  Walt  Wilhelm,  and 
their  desert  jalopy.  These  two  brothers 
dwell  in  the  Mojave  desert  of  California 
and  are  very  adept  with  the  bow  and  ar- 
row and  blow  gun.  There  is  an  exciting 
sequence  in  which  one  of  the  brothers 
is  caught  between  a lynx  and  a rattlesnake. 
Narration  is  by  Ted  Husing. 


Pack  Trip 

RKO  Pathe  (Reelism)  10  Mins. 

A pack  trip  through  Sun  Valley  and  the 
trails  of  the  Idaho  country.  It  is  a sub- 
ject for  the  outdoor  fans  and  one  that  is 
nicely  photographed.  The  sequence  follows 
a group  of  dudes  who  start  on  a pack  trip. 
Not  very  exciting,  but  good  to  look  at. 


Public  Hobby  Number  One 

Paramount  (Paragraphic — No.  1)  11  Mins. 

One  of  the  most  popular  hobbies — stamp 
collecting — is  finally  accorded  screen  rec- 
ognition in  a reel  of  more  than  average  in- 
terest. It  explains  why  philately  is  public 
hobby  number  one.  There  are  also  scenc- 
of  the  engraving  department  where  stamps 
are  made.  All  in  all,  a subject  the  phil- 
atelists will  greet  warmly. 


Metro  Readies  1 1 Shorts 

Hollywood — Metro  has  11  new  season 
short  subjects  ready  for  production  this 
month. 


NE  WSREELS 


TUESDAY,  SEP'rElVLBER  5 

Movietone  News,  No.  103:  Europe  at  war.  Hit- 
ler arrives  in  Berlin,  Chamberlain  confers  with 
cabinet,  Eden  and  Churchill  added  to  cabinet, 
King  visits  Chamberlain,  Chamberlain  declares 
war,  England  gets  ready,  Daladier  declares  war, 
complete  French  mobilization,  Polish  Ambassador 
Potocki  in  Washington,  the  Maginot  line,  the 
Siegfried  line,  the  British  and  French  navies  in 
action,  the  mystery  of  the  Bremen,  Queen  Mary 
and  Normandie  return,  the  Roosevelt  message. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  301:  England  and  France 
get  ready  including  scenes  of  mobilization,  scenes 
of  the  mighty  Hitler  war  machine  moving  up  to 
the  Polish  border,  Warsaw  digs  in,  liners  return 
from  Europe  with  Americans,  the  Roosevelt  mes- 
sage. 

Paramount  News,  No.  2:  (released  48  hours  in 
advance)  A coast-to-coast  resume  of  America’s 
reaction  with  scenes  of  New  York,  Chicago,  Canal 
Zone,  Havana,  Palo  Alto,  the  Roosevelt  speech; 
liners  return  with  Americans  and  Canada  pre- 
pares to  help. 

KKO  Pathe  News,  No.  14:  Second  World  War 
begins,  American  tourists  flee  war  zone,  Roose- 
velt’s message,  the  First  Lady  christens  sea  Queen 
and  Australia  wins  Davis  Cup. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  803:  (special  release) 
Scenes  of  England  and  France  up  to  the  war 
declaration,  “extras”  proclaim  news  at  Times 
Square,  Roosevelt’s  message  and  christening  of  the 

America. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7 

Movietone  News,  No.  104:  Hull  puts  seal  on 
neutrality  proclamation,  Paris  war  scenes,  Brit- 
ish reservists  join  navy,  the  Suez,  Smuts  heads 
South  African  government,  U.  S.  troops  head  for 
Canal,  Wall  Street,  Atlantic  City  beauty  contest, 
Cleveland  air  meet,  Davis  Cup  matches,  North 
Carolina  State  starts  training,  American  Legion 
world  series,  Tennessee  and  Alabama  teams  go 
through  drill,  Lew  Lehr. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  302:  French  bomber 
sweeps  skies,  British  force  lands  on  French  soil, 
Holland  mobilizes,  America  acts  to  maintain  neu- 
trality, first  convoy  ship  arrives  here.  Wall  Street, 
national  air  races.  Pike’s  Peak  or  bust,  football 
squads  mobilize. 

Paramount  News,  No.  3:  War  comes  to  Eng- 
land, dramatic  scenes  of  evacuation,  England’s 
zero  hour,  London’s  defenses. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  15:  U.  S.  imposes  strict 
neutrality,  Canada  stands  by  England,  National 
Air  Races,  gold  rush  booms  Mexican  town.  Pike’s 
Peak’s  race,  Challedon  wins. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  804:  U.  S.  proclaims 
neutrality,  scenes  from  London,  Ottawa  and  Paris, 
Atlantic  City  contest,  students  hail  Cardenas,  blast 
wrecks  bootleg  still,  Pike’s  Peak’s  race,  “kid  glove” 
bout. 


leaders  he  will  not  be  able  to  arrive  until 
September  21,  which  is  now  set  as  the 
definite  date  for  the  affair.  Reservations 
for  large  blocks  of  tickets  have  been  filed 


by  Darryl  Zanuck,  Jack  Warner,  David  O. 
Selznick,  Walter  Wanger,  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn,  Helen  Gahagan,  James  Cagney  and 
scores  of  others. 
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First  National 

Daughters  Courageous 

Another  top  hit.  Very  good  and  made  a 
very  fine  report  from  boxoffice.  Here  is,  hop- 
ing these  girls  can  stick  together  and  make 
a few  more  as  good  as  the  ones  they  already 
have  made.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Clear.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Town  patronage.  Population: 
13,000.  Capacity:  500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand 
Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

Grand  National 

Ride  'Em  Cowgirl 

This  western  is  better  than  average  pro- 
gram picture.  It  has  plenty  action,  fights 
and  some  fairly  good  rodeo  shots  thrown  in 
for  good  measure.  Dorothy  Page,  the  singing 
cowgirl  and  star  in  the  picture,  is  a good 
looker  and  really  has  a most  pleasing  voice. 
Biz  good.  Played  in  conjunction  with  stage 
shows.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Clear,  warm.  Ad- 
mission: 15-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 275,000.  Capacity:  800. — J.  L.  Greenwood, 
Joy  Theatre,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

Can't  quite  figure  out  why,  but  it  seems  as 
though  my  Rooney  fans  are  a bit  disap- 
pointed in  the  last  couple  of  pictures.  What 
do  the  rest  of  you  fellows  think?  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Varied.  Admission:  25-10.  Town 
patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. 
— J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare 

Good  picture  and  good  business.  Our  pa- 
trons liked  this  one  and  told  us  so.  Mon., 
Tues.  Weather:  Fine.  Population:  2,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 500. — Beatty  and  Johnston,  Red  Deer, 
Alta.,  Canada. 

Citadel,  The 

A fine  picture.  If  every  show  was  as  good 
as  this  one  I think  we  could  please  our  pa- 
trons all  the  time.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Warm. 
Admission:  30-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  300. — John  Nuw- 
koop.  Memorial  Hall  Theatre,  Belfield,  N.  D. 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips 

The  few  that  came  left  before  it  was  over. 
It  may  have  gone  over  in  the  city,  but  sure 
is  not  a small  town  show.  I was  very  dis- 
appointed in  it.  Sun.,  Mon.  Admission:  20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,100.  Roxy 
Theatre,  Huntsville,  Mo. 

Great  Waltz,  The 

Fine  music  and  singing.  Some  people  that 
came  to  see  it  thought  it  was  wonderful,  but 
I don't  think  it's  a money  maker  for  any 
small  town.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 30-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 800.  Capacity:  300. — John  Nuwkoop, 
Memorial  Hall  Theatre,  Belfield,  N.  D. 

Idiot's  Delight 

If  you  are  in  a small  town  better  see  this 
before  you  play  it.  Viewed  at  screening. 
Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,600.  Capacity:  200. — E.  M.  Freiburger, 
Paramount  Theatre,  Dewey,  Okla. 

Maisie 

A very  good  picture,  did  above  average. 
Don't  miss  it.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 


Exhibitor Opinion 
Gets  a Boost 

Your  BOXOFFICE  is  much  more  in- 
teresting to  me  since  you  have  exhibi- 
tor opinion  on  pictures.  Enclosed  you 
will  find  my  opinion  on  two  pictures. 
(Editor's  Note:  See  Metro's  "Maisie" 
and  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  in  this 
issue). 

ROXY  THEATRE 
Huntsville,  Mo. 


mission:  20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 2,100.  Roxy  Theatre,  Huntsville,  Mo. 

On  Borrowed  Time 

Don't  miss  this  one  and  recommend  it 
heavily  to  your  patrons  and  friends.  Give 
Bobs  Watson  all  you  can.  I think  he  is  the 
best  child  star  on  the  screen.  Good  luck 
to  you,  Bobs.  Am  waiting  for  another.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10. 
Town  patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity. 
500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton, 
Pa. 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

A fine  show.  Made  some  money  on  this 
one.  I think  this  is  the  best  of  the  Hardy  pic- 
tures we  have  played  here.  But  every  Hardy 
picture  means  business  here.  Sat.,  Sun. 
Weather:  Fine.  Admission:  30-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  300. — 
John  Nuwkoop,  Memorial  Hall  Theatre,  Bel- 
field, N.  D. 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son! 

Right  down  our  patrons'  alley.  Best  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday  for  a long  time.  Weather: 
Fine.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 2,000.  Capacity:  500. — Beatty  and 
Johnston,  Red  Deer,  Alta.,  Canada. 

Monogram 

Convict's  Code 

Monogram  surely  goes  in  for  machine  gun 
shoot  'em  up  stuff.  Patronage  fed  up.  Played 
a few  too  close  together.  A fair  picture  and 
did  fairly  good  business.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  7,500.^ — L.  J.  Boudreau, 
Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

Paramount 

I'm  From  Missouri 

This  was  a very  good  show.  Give  us  more 
pictures  like  this  then  the  small  town  may 
do  some  business.  This  picture  had  plenty 
of  laughs  and  pleased  100  per  cent.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity: 
342. — Ted  Wilson,  Rex  Theatre,  Carlisle,  Ark. 

Invitation  to  Happiness 

A fine  picture,  but  not  quite  so  good  at  the 
boxoffice.  Irene  Dunne,  I think  played  very 
well.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission: 
25-10.  Town  patronage.  Population:  13,000. 
Capacity:  500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Thea- 
tre, Steelton,  Pa. 

Man  About  Town 

Best  Benny  picture  we  ever  played  by  100 


per  cent.  Well  liked  and  business  good.  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Fine.  Admission:  35-25-15. 
Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Population: 
2,000.  Capacity:  500.— Beatty  and  Johnston, 
Red  Deer,  Alta.,  Canada. 

Man  About  Town 

Picture  much  better  than  I had  it  figured 
and  I did  quite  a nice  business  on  this  one. 
Most  everyone  of  my  patrons  like  Dorothy 
Lamour  very  much  (don't  blame  them  either). 
Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10. 
Town  patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity: 
500. — J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton, 
Pa. 

Say  It  in  French 

Not  much  to  it,  but  fairly  entertaining. 
Business  fair.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fine. 
Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  500. — Beatty  and 
Johnston,  Red  Deer,  Alta.,  Canada. 

RKO  Radio 

Almost  a Gentleman 

Ace,  the  wonder  dog,  real  good.  Picture 
was  interesting.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
700.  Capacity:  200. — C.  A.  Kelley,  Rex  Thea- 
tre, Custer  City,  Okla. 

Renegade  Ranger 

Fair  western  with  poor  sound.  Played  dur- 
ing three  day  celebration.  Monday.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  35-15.  General  farm  patron- 
age. Population:  600.  Capacity:  286. — H.  H. 
Homer,  Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

12  Crowded  Hours 

Pretty  good  action  offering.  Played  it  on 
bargain  night  and  added  Republic's  "Pride 
of  the  Navy"  to  the  program.  Long  show. 
One  fellow  came  out  and  said  he  "felt  like 
an  ol'  settin'  hen."  However,  the  picture 
didn't  lay  an  egg  for  me  as  had  about  six 
bucks  loss.  Still  getting  rid  of  two  pictures 
for  $3.00  each  is  not  so  worse.  Admission: 
15-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  2,600. 
Capacity:  300. — J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

Republic 

Federal  Man  Hunt 

Bob  Livingston  has  let  Republic  ruin  his 
reputation  as  an  actor  in  this  one.  Needs 
crutches  for  support.  Wed.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. — 
Frank  Medley,  Palace  Theatre,  Monterey, 
Tenn. 

Orphans  of  the  Street 

Swell!!  One  of  the  best  human  interest 
pictures.  Plenty  of  action  and  comedy.  Tommy 
Ryan  is  really  going  places — that  kid  is  good. 
Business  above  average.  Played  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  7,500. — L.  J.  Boudreau, 
Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

Prison  Nurse 

Played  this  as  top  half  of  double  bill  on 
Sunday-Monday  and  went  over  good. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  15-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  12,000.  Capacity:  500. 
— H.  L.  Stolzman,  Eagle  Theatre,  Austin, 
Minn. 

Mexicali  Rose 

Not  a big  feature,  but  pleased.  Tues.,  Wed. 
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Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity:  200. — 
C.  A.  Kelley,  Rex  Theatre,  Custer  City, 
Okla. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties 

Not  as  good  as  "The  Little  Princess,"  but 
still  will  please  the  youngsters.  This  pic- 
ture drew  a good  patronage  for  me,  but  un- 
less Shirley  is  given  better  story  material, 
am  looking  for  some  boxoffice  flops  in  the 
near  future.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Rainy. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  900.  Capacity:  175. — Walter  J. 
Buchholtz,  New  Haven  Theatre,  New  Haven, 
Mo. 

Thanks  for  Everything 

A fair  picture  which  we  did  poor  business 
on.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
35-15.  General  farm  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 600.  Capacity:  286.  — H.  H.  Homer, 
Rialto  Theatre,  Cheyenne  Wells,  Colo. 

Thanks  for  Everything 

Double  billed  with  "While  New  York 
Sleeps."  Both  drew  well  and  everyone  en- 
joyed the  program.  Fri.,  Sat.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,500. 
Capacity:  500. — W.  H.  Hibbert,  Hi- Way  Thea- 
tre, Sheridan,  Ore. 

United  Artists 

King  of  the  Turf 

We  thought  this  a good  picture,  but  did 
not  do  business.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fine. 
Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  500. — Beatty  and 
Johnston,  Red  Deer,  Alta.,  Canada. 

Zenobia 

Only  one  comment  on  such  a picture  and 
that  is  that.  It  set  me  a new  low.  Better  skip 
this  one  if  you  can.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Town  patronage. 
Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. — J.  M.  Plas- 
terer, Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 

Universal 

Last  Warning 

Crime  Club  story  that  gave  satisfaction 
to  mixed  patronage.  However,  pictures  like 
this  are  getting  harder  and  harder  to  play  to 
any  profit.  A case  of  "another  day  wasted 
away."  Some  companies  need  50  per  cent 
cancellation,  yea,  even  99  per  cent.  General 
patronage.  Population:  2,600.  Capacity:  300. 
— J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre,  Clar- 
endon, Ark. 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The 

Fairly  well  liked  and  business  fair.  Fri., 
Sat.  Weather:  Fine.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  500. 
— Beatty  and  Johnston,  Red  Deer,  Alta., 
Canada. 

Warner  Bros. 

Garden  of  the  Moon 

Swell  offering  and  well  taken  here.  Most 
Warners  good.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 450.  Capacity:  250. — H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy 
Theatre,  Geneseo,  Kas. 

Naughty  But  Nice 

Title  does  not  suit  this  picture  at  all.  One 
that  should  be  taken  out  of  circulation.  Al- 
most a record  low.  Only  one  day.  Am  I glad! 
Wed.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Town 
patronage.  Population:  13,000.  Capacity:  500. 
— J.  M.  Plasterer,  Strand  Theatre,  Steelton,  Pa. 
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Triumphant  Entry  by 
A Film  Cavalcade 

New  Haven — Termed  the  biggest  single 
celebration  ever  put  over  by  any  one 
chain  of  theatres,  the  Loew’s  and  Poli  New 
England  Tlreatres’  “Movie  Hit  Parade — 
Crosley  Motor  Cavalcade”  arrived  here  to 
add  another  triumph  in  its  journey  from 
Boston  to  Worcester,  Providence,  Spring- 
field,  Hartford,  Meriden,  Waterbury,  New 
Haven,  Bridgeport,  Broadway  and  the 
World’s  Fair. 

With  Harry  Shaw,  division  manager, 
and  Lou  Brown,  publicity  director,  han- 
dling the  Poli  angle,  and  H.  M.  Addison, 
division  manager,  and  Joe  DiPesa  and  Joe 
Longo  in  charge  for  Loew’s,  the  caravan 
of  ten  rainbow -tinted  Crosley  cars  driven 
by  Connecticut  college  girls,  started  in 
Boston  September  7,  150,000  people  lining 
the  streets  to  witness  the  15-block  parade. 
Mayor  Tobin  cut  the  ribbon  and  news- 
papers and  Metrotone  Newsreel  covered  the 
event. 

The  New  Haven  managers,  Robert  Rus- 
sell of  the  Poli,  Sam  Badamo,  College;  and 
William  Elder,  Bijou,  prepared  local  ad- 
juncts to  the  cavalcade  which  drew  thou- 
sands to  the  streets  to  get  news  of  new 
season  product  and  the  industry’s  Golden 
Jubilee.  Poli  houses  were  specially  dec- 
orated with  flags,  lights  and  banners,  and 
tieins  were  obtained  for  shop  windows, 
radio,  street,  press,  and  city  offices. 


Girl  in  Truck  Stunt 

Teague,  Tex. — As  a plug  for  “Hotel  for 
Women”  at  the  Star  'Theatre,  Manager 
Floyd  Faubion  hired  a girl  to  stand  in  a 
truck  wearing  evening  dress  and  mask.  As 
she  was  driven  around  town  she  held  up 
a sign  reading  “Come  to  see  me,  boys.” 
Signs  on  the  truck  played  up  Linda  Dar- 
nell, who  appears  in  her  first  picture  as 
the  “Dallas,  Tex.,  gift  to  the  movies.” 


Service  for  Standees 


Detroit — Faced  with  a capacity  stand- 
out crowd  in  the  midget  Rainbo  Theatre, 
Manager  Eddie  Jacobson  solved  the  situa- 
tion and  kept  his  customers’  goodwill  at 
the  same  time.  A number  of  patrons, 
standing  back  in  the  foyer  for  half  an 
hours  with  no  perceptible  movement  to- 
ward the  seats,  asked,  “How  about  serv- 
ing some  drinks,”  and  Jacobson  obliged. 

Rushing  to  the  neighborhood  drug  store, 
Jacobson  made  arrangements  to  serve  all 
standees  with  their  favorite  sodas,  free  of 
charge.  'This  avoided  the  problems  of  re- 
fimds,  built  up  the  house  gross  for  the 
evening,  and  pleased  the  customers. 


He  Admits  It — 

Manager  Dave  Martin  of  the  Fox 
Paramount,  Los  Angeles,  is  a show- 
man who  isn’t  crying  the  blues  as  this 
picture  shows.  Here  is  Cashier  Dot 
Howell  inspecting  a frank,  factual  sign 
that  is  stopping  passersby  with  its  at- 
tention-value. It  might  be  a good  idea 
for  theatre  men  to  help  spread  a little 
optimism  in  their  respective  communi- 
ties. 


An  EHective  Campaign 
For  “Five  Came  Back” 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. — Manager  Joe  Floyd 
of  the  Hollywood  staged  an  effective  cam- 
paign on  “Five  Came  Back”  which  aided 
in  holding  the  film  over. 

A full-page  co-op  ad  was  obtained  in  the 
local  paper  when  a contest  was  staged 
asking  readers  to  name  the  five  who  came 
back.  Five  names  were  selected  at  random 
from  a local  telephone  book  daily  and  an- 
nounced over  the  radio  which  admitted  the 
lucky  ones  free. 

And  to  top  it,  all  parties  who  came  to 
the  theatre  in  groups  of  five  were  admitted 
for  four  admissions. 


Gladiolus  Bouquets  for 
Women  Patrons  Popular 

Indianapolis — Response  to  the  bouquets 
of  gladiolus  given  free  to  feminine  pa- 
trons of  the  Rivoli  Theatre  recently,  Don 
Wright,  manager  of  the  Cantor  Bros,  unit, 
reports  was  so  gratifying,  that  he  re- 
peated the  gifts  to  the  first  500  women 
attending  last  Friday  night’s  performance. 

Tlie  flowers  are  being  distributed  by 
Hurst  & Co.,  nationally  known  gladiolus 
growers  as  a means  of  advertising.  On 
the  previous  presentation  more  than  5,000 
flowers  were  banked  in  the  theatre  lobby. 


fjOW  to  snare  exceptional  newspaper 
breaks  is  demonstrated  by  Lester  Pol- 
lock, manager  of  Loew’s  in  Rochester, 
when  he  launched  the  new  season.  Pub- 
licity surrounding  the  ads  provided  full 
pages  in  the  three  leading  Rochester 
papers. 

e 

David  Dallas,  manager  of  the  Kansan, 
Parson,  Kas.,  staged  an  old-time  political 
rally  with  all  the  trimmings  for  the  mid- 
night preview  of  “Our  Leading  Citizen.’’  A 
blaring  municipal  band,  flaring  torchlights, 
colorful  posters  and  short  speeches  by  lead- 
ing dignitaries  gave  the  celebration  all  the 
riotous  hilarity  of  the  old-time  campaigns. 

• 

Seven  a.  m.  matinee  for  factory  and 
shop  girls  featured  the  campaign  arranged 
by  Manager  William  McCourt  of  the  Albee, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  for  “In  Name  Only.”  A 
good  tear-jerker  herald  and  signs  posted 
over  time  clocks  were  used  to  plug  the 
screening.  The  girls  were  served  coffee  and 
doughnuts  after  the  screening. 

• 

Showmen  should  realize  daylight  saving 
ends  September  24.  A good  idea  would  be 
to  get  copy  in  the  ads  urging  attendance 
to  replace  the  time  formerly  spent  sitting 
on  the  front  porch  enjoying  the  extra  hour 
of  daylight. 

• 

During  the  showing  of  “Confessions  of 
a Nazi  Spy”  at  the  Met  in  Chicago,  A’=- 
sistant  Manager  Thomas  Johnson  had  a 
boy  with  a mailman’s  whistle  go  into  hall- 
ways where  there  are  no  bells  and  blow 
just  as  mailmen  do — then  announce — 
“ ‘Nazi  Spy’  Now  at  the  Met.” 

• 

Forest  Quinn,  manager  at  the  Vogue, 
Indianapolis,  operated  by  Carl  Niesse.  has 
inaugurated  a new  feature  for  the  kiddies, 
tying  up  with  the  schools  in  distributing 
conduct  cards.  When  there  are  a certain 
number  of  favorable  punches,  the  hoMer 
is  given  a free  admission  to  the  Saturday 
matinee. 


Peters  Shoes  and  Universal 
Tie  Up  for  “Under-Pup” 

St.  Louis — The  manufacturers  of  Peters 
shoes  have  effected  a tieup  with  Univer- 
sal’s “The  Under-Pup”  by  advertising 
that  Gloria  Jean,  the  new  discovery,  wears 
Peters  Weather-Bird  shoes  in  the  film  as 
well  as  off  the  screen.  A special  folder 
with  sticks  of  chewing  gum  attached  has 
been  prepared  for  distribution  by  theatres 
and  shoe  dealers,  space  left  for  imprinting. 

An  elaborate  campaign  has  been  worked 
out  by  Harold  Kirsch  of  the  Peters  ad- 
vertising department. 
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Ballet  Troupe  on  Tour 
For  "On  Your  Toes" 


Hollywood — As  ballyhoo  for  “On  Your 
Toes,”  Warner  is  sending  a troupe  of  20 
ballet  dancers  on  tour  with  the  picture 
in  conjunction  with  its  opening  in  key 
cities.  The  aggregation  will  debut  at  the 
Strand  Theatre,  in  New  York,  where  the 
film  opens,  and  will  continue  on  to  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  Washington,  D.  C., 
Pittsburgh  and  other  cities.  Zorina,  who 
stars  in  the  picture,  will  appear  with  the 
troupe  in  New  York. 

Anna  Neagle  has  been  set  by  RKO  Radio 
to  make  six  appearances  with  special  pre- 
views of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  Atlanta,  Dallas,  New  Orleans, 
Chicago  and  Cleveland.  The  engagement 
will  delay  Miss  Neagle’s  projected  depar- 
ture for  London  until  September  26. 

Phil  Regan  has  pulled  out  for  a one- 
month  p.  a.  tour  through  the  east  prior 
to  beginning  rehearsals  for  a stage  role. 
Eddie  Cantor  and  Leni  Lynn,  Metro  play- 
ers, returned  to  the  studio  after  a two- 
week  engagement  at  the  Casa  Manana 
in  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 


Special  Orphan  Show  lor 
"Star  Maker"  in  Detroit 

Detroit — United  Detroit  circuit  ar- 
ranged a special  exploitation  on  “The 
Star  Maker”  at  the  Michigan,  starring  De- 
troit’s own  Linda  Ware.  Eight  orphans 
from  the  Guardian  Angel  Home  were 
guests  of  the  theatre  at  the  opening  show, 
receiving  ice  cream  afterwards  through  a 
tieup  with  Cunningham  Drug  Stores. 

Helen  Bereda,  Detroit  Cinderella  girl, 
who  missed  the  Hollywood  preview  when 
she  was  stricken  with  appendicitis  at 
Omaha,  was  taken  on  to  Hollywood  any- 
way for  a week’s  vacation  by  Paramount. 


Sells  Safety  Via  Film 


Toronto — A one-man  traffic  safety 
campaign  was  staged  in  Oshawa,  Ont., 
when  Manager  K.  Wilson  of  the  Marks 
Theatre  promoted  the  local  engagement  of 
“Only  Angels  Have  Wings”  by  erecting 
caution  signs  on  many  posts  along  the 
main  thoroughfares  on  which  the  title  of 
the  picture  was  prominently  displayed. 

Under  the  arrangement  with  authori- 
ties, the  name  of  the  theatre  was  not  used, 
but  this  was  hardly  necessary  because  of 
the  contemporary  exploitation  features 
which  told  where  the  feature  was  show- 
ing. 

Such  signs  as  “Watch  for  Pedestrians 
— Only  Angels  Have  Wings,”  “Slow  Down 
— Only  Angels  Have  Wings,”  “Traffic 
Lights  Ahead — Only  Angels  Have  Wings” 
and  “Speed  Limit  30  Miles — Only  Angels 
Have  Wings”  were  tacked  to  poles  all 
along  the  busy  highways  and  streets.  It 
was  one  of  the  best  eye-catching  stimts 
in  months  by  any  exhibitor  in  Ontario. 


Exploitation  Plenty  for 
"Oz"  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — Comprehensive  was  the 
advance  campaign  for  the  opening  of 
“The  Wizard  of  Oz”  at  Loew’s  here  as 
conducted  by  H.  H.  Marshall,  Metro  ex- 
ploiteer,  and  W.  L.  Farrar,  Loew  manager. 

Newspaper  plugs  were  featured  by  an 
art  spread  in  the  Star  as  well  as  feature 
and  special  stories. 

Radio  featured  a “Man  in  the  Street” 
broadcast,  transcription  programs  over 
WFBM  and  special  musical  broadcasts 
over  WIBC. 

Several  hundred  soda  streamers  sell- 
ing “Oz”  were  distributed  for  display  by 
a local  drug  store  chain,  and  250  taxi- 
cabs were  furnished  bumper  strips. 

Copies  of  the  “Oz”  book,  1,000  duotones 
of  Judy  Garland  and  theatre  tickets  were 
prizes  in  a coloring  contest  of  characters 
in  the  picture.  It  is  estimated  over  50,000 
participated. 

Loew’s  lobby  was  dressed  colorfully  in 
yellow,  red  and  orange,  and  a special 
preview  was  held  for  prominent  business 
and  civic  officials. 

A number  of  book  marks  were  placed 
with  bookstores  to  be  spotted  in  copies  of 
the  book  on  which  the  film  is  based. 

The  campaign  also  included  numerous 
displays  and  other  merchant  tieups. 


Piclorial  Exhibit  by 
M-G-M  in  Library 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Public  Li- 
brary, under  the  direction  of  Fred  Myers, 
head  of  the  public  relations  department, 
has  arranged  a pictorial  exhibit  of  99 
photographs  showing  how  276  professions 
and  crafts  unite  in  the  making  of  one  mo- 
tion picture.  • 

These  photographs  were  taken  especially 
for  the  Cleveland  Public  Library  by  Metro- 
Goldwyn -Mayer  Pictures  in  Hollywood. 
Together  with  the  photographs  that  show 
the  part  played  by  each  profession  are 
books  about  these  professions  and  other 
books  about  the  requirements  for  the 
making  of  a motion  picture.  Also  shown 
are  books  that  will  be  filmed  and  shown 
in  the  current  season. 

Clevelanders  are  being  offered  a chance 
to  go  behind  the  scenes,  via  photographs, 
of  a modern  motion  picture  studio,  and  at 
the  same  time  are  offered  books  on  the 
appreciation  of  motion  picture  art.  All  of 
the  books  shown  in  the  exhibit  are  avail- 
able at  the  Cleveland  Public  Library. 


DO  THEY  LAUGH  WHEN  YOU 
STAND  UP  TO  CARVE? 


l/ur. 

■Wo!  (*1 


Weight  Behind  New  Shorts — 

Here  are  two  examples  of  the  high-powered  exploitation  and  publicity 
campaign  which  M-G-M  is  putting  behind  the  current  Pete  Smith  “Spe- 
cialty” short  subjects.  The  drive  was  launched  with  “Culinary  Carving,” 
for  which  150,000  cards,  similar  to  the  one  at  left,  ivere  distributed  to 
markets  throughout  the  country.  Metro  tied  up  with  the  National  Live- 
stock and  Meat  Board,  comprismg  1,100  packers  and  200,000  retailers; 
supplied  mats  and  stills  to  7,200  newspapers  and  meat  markets;  and  printed 
“Meat  Goes  to  the  Movies”  bulletins  regarding  the  picture.  A similar  tieup 
was  effected  with  the  Brunswiek-Balke-Collender  Co.  to  promote  “Take 
a Cue,”  dealing  with  billiards,  and  “Set  ’Em  Up,”  a bowling  novelty. 
Stills  similar  to  the  one  at  right  were  supplied  newspapers,  store  windows, 
billiard  parlors  and  bowling  alleys,  carrying  picture  credits  and  local  play- 
dates.  Charles  S.  Peterson,  billiard  expert,  participated  in  an  exhibition 
tour  and  Andy  Varipapa  and  Ned  Day,  bowling  champions,  staged  a 
similar  junket. 
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STARTING 

WELL  ALONG  COMPLETED 

o 

o 

IIF:nEGAI)K  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Mere- 

dith. Producer:  Irving  Briskin.  Director:  Leon 

Barsha. 

BEWARE  SPOOKS — Joe  E.  Brown.  Mary  Car- 
lisle, Marc  Lawrence,  Clarence  Kolb,  George 

Lewis,  Frank  Thomas.  Producer.  Robert  Sparks. 

Director:  Edward  Sedgwick. 

z, 

o 


2 NOT  TOO  N'AKHOW,  NOT  TOO  DEKP— Clark 
j,  Gable,  Joan  Crawford.  Producer:  Joseph  Man- 

kiewicz.  Director;  Frank  Borzage. 

S 

PATSY' — Virginia  Weidler,  Ian  Hunter,  Henry 

Hull,  Reginald  Owen.  Producer:  Albert  Levoy. 

Director:  William  Thiele. 

JUDGE  HARDY  AND  SON — Lewis  Stone,  Mickey 

Rooney.  Ann  Rutherford,  Sara  Haden,  Fay  Hol- 
den. Producer:  Lou  Ostrow.  Director:  Geo.  Seitz. 

BROADAVAY  MELODY  OF  1940— Eleanor  Powell, 

Fred  Astaire.  Producer:  Jack  Cummings.  Di- 
rector: Norman  Taurog. 

O 0\'EKLANI>  MAIL— Jack  Randall.  Producer: 

g Robert  Tansey.  Screenplay:  Robert  Emmett. 

SCOl'TS  OF  THE  .\IK— John  Trent,  Marjorie  Rey-  MFTINY  IN  THE  BIG  HOUSE — Charles  Bickford, 

nolds,  Milburn  Stone.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern.  Barton  MacLane,  De^is  Moor^  Russell  Hopton. 

Director.  Howard  Bretherton.  Original:  Hal  Producer:  Scott  K DuiRap.  Director:  William 

Forrest  Nigh.  Original:  Rev.  Patrick  O Neil.  Screen- 

play: Martin  Mooney. 

, Gl*N  CHORES — William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden. 
Producer:  Harry  Sherman.  Director:  Howard 

Bretherton.  Original:  Jack  Jungnieyer.  Screen- 
•flj  play:  Harold  and  Daniel  Kusell. 

CU 

STRANGE  AIONEY — Ellen  Drew,  Fay  Helm,  REMEMBER  THE  NIGHT— Barbara  Stanwyck, 

Judith  Barrett.  Robert  Paige.  Producer:  Harold  Fred  MacMurray,  Beulah  Bondi,  Elizabeth  Pat- 

Huiley.  Director:  Robert  Florey.  terson.  Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Director: 

Mitchell  Leisen. 

THE  LIFE  OF  VICTOR  HERBERT— Allan  Jones. 

Mary  Martin.  Susannah  Foster.  John  Garrick.  DR.  CYCLOPS — Albert  Dekker,  Janice  Logan, 
Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Director:  Andrew  Charles  Halton.  Producer:  Dale  Van  Every.  Di- 

Stone.  Screenplay:  Russell  Crouse,  Robert  rector:  Ernest  Schoedsack.  Screenplay:  Dale  Van 

Lively.  Every. 

THAT’S  RIGHT,  YOl’RE  AVRONG— Kay  Kyser 
and  Orchestra,  Adolphe  Menjou,  Lucille  Ball. 

0 Producer:  David  Butler.  Director:  Dayid  But- 

bd  ler.  Screenplay:  William  Conselman.  David 

PCS  Butler. 

ESCAPE  TO  PARADISE — Bobby  Breen,  Kent  Tay- 
lor. Producer:  Sol  Lesser.  Director:  Erie  C. 

Kenton.  THREE  vSONS — Edward  Ellis,  Kent  Taylor,  Wil- 

liam Gargan,  Barbara  Pepper,  J.  Edward  Brom- 
ABE  LINCOIvN  IN  ILLINOIS — Raymond  Massey,  berg,  Alex  D’Arcy.  Producer:  Robert  Sisk.  Di- 

Mary  Howard.  Ruth  Gordon,  Dorothy  Tree,  How-  rector:  Jack  Hively.  Original:  Lester  Cohen, 

ard  de  Silva.  Alan  Baxter.  Gene  Lockhart,  Elisa-  Screenplay:  John  Twist, 

beth  Risdon,  Charles  Middleton.  Producer:  Max 

Gordon.  Harry  Goetz.  Director:  John  Cromwell. 

Original:  Robert  E.  Sherwood. 

eu  ROVIN’  TCMBLEWEEDS— Gene  Autry,  Smiley 

W Burnette,  June  Storey.  Producer:  William  Berke. 

® D. rector:  George  Sherman. 

, . , SABD'I’AGE  — Arleen  Whelan,  Michael  Whalen, 

JI.EI  ERS  CREEPERS  The  Weaver  Brothers,  Gordon  Oliver,  Charley  Grapewin.  Producer: 

Elviry,  Roy  Rogers.  Producer:  Armand  Schae-  Herman  Schlom.  Director:  Harold  Young, 

fer.  Director:  Frank  MacDonald.  Screenplay:  Lionel  Houser,  Alice  Altschuler. 

THE  BEIE15IKD — Shirley  Temple,  Johnny  Rus- 
sell, Nigel  Bruce,  Sybil  Jason,  Nancy  Kelly,  Gale 
Sondergaard.  Producer:  Gene  Markey.  Director: 
Walter  Lang.  Original:  Maurice  Materlinck. 

Q Screenplay;  Walter  Bullock. 

U, 

LITTT.E  OLD  NEW  YOKK— Alice  Faye,  Richard 

P Greene,  Andy  Devine,  Henry  Stephenson.  Pro- 

o ducer;  Raymond  Griffith.  Director:  Henry  King. 

cs 

THE  CTTY — Ricardo  Cortez,  C.  Aubrey  Smith, 

Donald  Woods,  Lynn  Bari.  Producer:  Sol  Wurt- 
zel. Director:  Ricardo  Cortez.  Original  Screen-  HIGH  SCHOOL — Jane  Withers,  Marvin  Stephens, 

play:  John  Larkin.  Lillian  Porter.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Direc- 

tor: George  Nichols  jr.  Screenplay:  Jack  Jung- 

DAVTLME  MTFE] — Tyrone  Power,  Linda  Darnell.  meyer  jr.,  Edith  Skouras,  Harold  Tarshis. 

Producer:  Harry  Joe  Brown.  Director:  Gregory 

Ratoff. 

THE  ADVENTCRER — Cesar  Romero,  Marjorie 

Weaver,  Binnie  Barnes.  Chris-Pin  Martin.  Pro- 
ducer: Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

PRODUCTION  NO.  6 — Charles  Chaplin,  Paul- 
in ette  Goddard,  Reginald  Gardiner,  Henry  Daniell, 

2 Maurice  Moscovitch.  Producer:  Charles  Chaplin. 

Director:  Charles  Chaplin.  Screenplay:  Charles 
Chaplin. 

SEND  ANOTHER  COFFIN  — Pat  O’Brien.  Ruth 

Terry,  Broderick  Crawford,  Edward  Arnold. 

Claire  Dodd,  Douglas  Dumbrille.  Producer: 

Walter  Wanger.  Director:  Tay  Garnett. 

I 

LITTI.E  ACCIDENT — Sandy  Henville,  Florence 

Rice,  Richard  Carlson,  Hugh  Herbert.  Producer: 

Charles  Lament.  Director:  Charles  Lament. 

TOAVER  OF  LONDON  — Basil  Rathbone,  Boris 

Karloff,  George  Sanders.  Barbara  O’Neil,  Nan 

Grey.  John  Sutton.  Producer:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 

Director:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 

INVISIBLE  STRIPES— George  Raft.  Humphrey 
Bogart,  Jane  Bryan,  William  Holden.  Producer: 
Lou  Edelman.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon.  Original: 

3 Warden  Lewis  E.  Lawes.  Screenplay:  Warren 

^ Duff,  Earl  Baldwin,  Jonathan  Finn. 

5 TI3IBER  WOLF — Dennis  Morgan,  Alan  Hale 
Ronald  Reagan,  Gloria  Dickson,  John  Payne. 
Producer:  Bryan  Fpy.  Director:  Terry  Morse. 
Screenplay:  Lee  Katz,  Charles  Belden. 

I’NCLE  SAM  AWAKENS — Ronald  Reagan.  Pro- 
ducer: Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

<;aMBLING  on  the  high  seas— Wayne  Mor- 
ris, Janet  Wyman,  Gilbert  Roland,  Noel  Madi- 
son. Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  George 

Amy.  Screenplay:  Robert  E.  Kent. 
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Alphabetical  Index  to  the  /iookl 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  ior  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  oi  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


ing 

GUIDE  TO  y 


A Child  Is  Bora  (WB)  Aug:.  5. . 415 
Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois  <I{KO)  . . 
Across  the  Plains  (Mono)  June  3 3855 
Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 


(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 933 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  Auff.  26  005 

Adventurer,  The  (20th-Fox) 012 

Allegrheny  Frontier  (RKO) 006 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 

Fever  (M-G-M)  July  15 944 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Aug.  5 367 

AriEona  Kid  (Hep)  

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

At  the  Circus  (M-G-M) 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue.  ...  1072 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (KKO)  July  1 932 

Bad  Lands  (KKO)  July  29 933 

Beau  Geste  (Para)  July  29 3902 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug.  5 9033 

Beware,  Spooks!  (Col) 

Blackmail  (M-G-M)  Sept.  16.  . . 3 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

Col)  July  22  9010 

Boy  Friend  (20th-Fox)  May  13 . . 943 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27 . . 937 
Bulldog  Drumniund’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 


c 

Calling  All  Marines  (Kep) 

Sept.  16  

Captain  Fury  (UA)  May  13 

Career  (RKO)  July  1 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 


(20th-rox)  Aug.  12  006 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 948 

Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  19  002 

Chip  of  the  Flying  U (Univ)  . . . 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  Aug.  19 9008 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service  (FJJ) 

May  13  374 

Colorado  Sunset  (Kep)  Aug.  5 . . . 846 
Conspiracy  (KKO)  Sept.  2 936 


Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  (Mono) 


D 

Dancing  Co-ed  (M-G-M) 3 

Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Da.v  the  Bookies  Wept  (RKO) 

Sept.  9 002 

Death  of  a Champion  (Para) 

Sept.  2 3901 

Desperate  Trails  (Univ)  40.68 

Destry  Rides  Again  (Dniv) 

Disputed  Passage  (Para) 

Down  the  AV'yoming  Trail 

(Mono)  June  17  3864 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk 

(20th-Fox)  015 


Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN)  Aug.  19 

E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July. 22.  356 
Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

AVomen  (20th-Fox)  July  29....  001 

Escape,  The  (20th-Fox) 010 

Espionage  Agent  (WB-FN)  .... 

Eternally  Yours  (UA) 

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 
Everything’s  on  Ice  (RKO) 


Sept.  9 946 

Ex-Champ  (Univ)  May  20 3010 


Fast  and  Furious  (M-G-M) 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (KKO)  Aug.  26  934 


Fighting  Gringo  (KKO)  Sept.  2..  986 

First  Love  (Univ)  

Five  Came  Back  (KKO)  June  10  927 

Five  Little  Peppers  (Col) 9017 

Flight  at  Midnight  (Kep)  Sept.  2.9111 

Flying  Deuces  (RKO) 010 

Forgotten  Woman  (Univ)  July  8.  .3031 

Four  Feathers  (UA) June  24 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  951 

Full  Confession  (KKO)  Aug.  26.  003 

G 

Gay  Nineties  (Astor)  

Geronimo  (Para)  


Girl  and  the  Gambler  (l£KO) 

Girl  From  Mexico  (KKO)  May  20  928 


Girl  From  Kio  (Mono) 3825 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  Aug.  19 9002 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Gorilla,  The  (20th-Fox)  May  27.  944 
Grade  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 

May  13  3839 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

Green  Hell  (Univ)  

June  10  926 

H 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ)  Aug.  26. 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24...  312 
Henry  Goes  Arizona  (M-G-M) . . 2 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 

(20th-Fox)  009 

Heritage  of  the  De.sert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Hero  for  a Day  (Univ) 

Hidden  Power  (Col)  May  27 1025 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  Aug.  26. . . . 376 


Hollywood  Cavalcade  (20th-Fox)  007 
Honeymoon  in  Bali  (Para) 

Sept.  16  

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20.. 3038 
Housekeeper’s  Daughter  (UA) 

Sept.  16  

1 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  July  22.. 


Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 

July  15  315 

In  Name  Only  (KKO)  Aug.  12 . . 936 
In  Old  Caliente  (Kep)  July  15..  856 
In  Old  Monterey  (Rep)  July  29.  847 
Inside  Information  (Univ) 

June  10  3040 

Intermezzo,  A Love  Story  (UA) 
Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20  3841 

Irish  Luck  (Mono)  Aug.  26.... 3826 
Isiand  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 950 

It’s  a Wonderful  World  (M-G-M) 

May  13  936 

I 

Jamaica  Inn  (Para)  July  8 

Jones  Family  in  Jlolljwood 

(20th-Fox)  May  27 946 

Juarez  (WB)  .Apr.  29 301 

K 

Kansas  Terrors  (Rep)  

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 . 363 
Konga,  the  WUd  Stallion  (Col)  . .9034 

L 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  12  947 


Law  of  the  Pampas  (Para) 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 1071 


Lost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue..  994 

M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 . 3847 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 

Aug.  5 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  July  8 
Man  of  Conquest  (Kep)  Apr.  15..  801 
Man  The.v  Could  Not  Hang  (Col) 

Aug.  19  9018 

Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8...  375 
Marshal  of  Mesa  City  (KKO) . . . 
Mickey  the  Kid  (Kep)  July  1..  814 
Mikado,  The  (Univ)  Jan.  7 . . . . 4044 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 

July  15  3846 


Miracles  for  .Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 946 


Missing  Daughters  (Col)  Apr.  29.9027 
Mountain  Rhythm  (Kep)  July  8 . 845 
Mr.  Motu  Takes  a \ acation 

(20th-Fox)  Nov.  19 952 

Mr.  .Smith  Goes  to  AVashington 

(Col)  

Mr.  Bong  in  Chinatown 

(Mono)  July  22  3807 

Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Univ)  June  24  4061 

Mutiny  in  the  Big  House  (Mono)  3803 

My  Love  for  Yours  (Para) 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ) Reissue 

N 

Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden 

Staircase  (WB)  Aug.  26 419 

Nujie^  l>ie\\,  lr<#uble  »li*»oter 

(WB)  Juiy  15  324 

Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 
New  Frontier  (Kep)  Aug.  19....  868 
News  Is  Made  at  Niglil 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 9.53 

Night  Work  (Para)  Aug.  12.... 3849 

Ninotchka  (M-G-M)  

No  Place  to  Go  (FN) 409 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (KKO) 

Aug.  26  001 

O 

Of  Human  Bondage  (KKO) 

reissue  993 

Olilahnina  Frontier  (Univ) 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono) 3856 

Old  Maid,  The  (FN)  Aug.  5 452 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M) 

July  8 942 

.$1,000  a Touchdown  (Para) 

One  Hour  to  Live  (Univ)  Sept.  16 
Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

(Col)  .May  20  9001 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.  5 

Out  of  Niiigapore  (Astor) 

Outpost  of  the  Mounties  (Col).. 1201 
Overland  Mail  (Mono)  3857 

P 

Pack  Up  Your  Troubles 

(20th-Fox)  014 

Paiiaiiia  I'ulrol  (GN)  Feb.  25.  . . . 314 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8... 9032 
Patsy  (M-G-M)  ..  


Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass  (AVB-FN) 

Q 

Queen  of  Destiny  (KKO) 

Nov.  26.  ’38  

Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  5 004 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 


May  20  984 

Kains  Came,  The  (20th-Fox) 

Serf.  16  (Ill 

Range  AVar  (Para)  Aug.  12.... 3954 
Real  Glory,  The  (DA) 


Renegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.. 3859 

Reno  (RKO)  

Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono) 

Sept.  9 ,3866 

Kio  (Univ)  

Roaring  Twenties  (AA’B-FN)  . . . 

S 


Sabotage  (Kep)  

Saint  in  l.ondon  (KKO)  July  1..  929 

Scandal  Sheet  (Col)  

1 Scouts  of  the  Air  (Mono) 3816 


^katt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 


Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  July  8 


She  Married  a Cop  (Kep)  July  1 815 

Shipyard  Sally  (20th-Fox) 018 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono) 

Aug.  5 3823 

Should  Husbands  AVork?  (Rep) 

July  22  816 


Sittging  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3..AA'I-3 

Sky  Pilot  (Mono)  

6.000  Enendes  (M-G-M)  Juno  3..  938 
Smashing  the  Money  King 

(AVB-FN)  

Smuggled  Cargo  (Kep)  Aug.  26.  825 
Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13  3837 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  AVave  (Rep)  Jutie  3 813 


Southward  Ho!  (Kep)  Jtttte  17..  855 

Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 931 

Stanle.v  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  5 003 

Star  Maker  (Para)  Aug.  19 3851 

Stolen  Life  (Para)  Ai»r.  29 3864 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  2 008 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 941 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 

Siibiiiariiie  Patrol  (2(Uli-F'ox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Dniv) 

June  10  3009 

Susiiiinah  of  the  Mounties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  9.54 

Swanee  Kiver  (20th-Fox)  017 


T 

'Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

June  3 939 

Television  Spy  (Para) 

These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M)..  948 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 

'They  Asked  for  it  (Univ)  July  8.3040 
'Iliey  Siiall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  15 
This  Man  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 
Those  High  Grey  AValls  (Col) . . 

Three  Sons  (KKO) 004 

'riiumler  Afloat  (M-G-M) 4 

Timber  Stampede  (KKO)  June  24  985 

'To  Ihe  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Too  Busy  to  AVork  (20th-Fox) . . 016 
Torciiy  Plays  AVith  Dynamite 

(AVB)  Aug.  5 326 

Tower  of  London  (Univ) 

Tropic  Fury  (Univ)  Sept.  16.... 
'Trapped  in  the  Nk.v(Col)  Feb.  18.9024 
'Tumbleweeds  (Astor)  May  27... 

'Two  Bright  Boys  (Univ) 

20,000  Men  a Tear  (20th-Fox) . . 013 


U 

U-67  (Astor)  

Undercover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  3840 

Underpup  (Univ)  Sept.  2 

Unexi>ected  Father  ( Univ)  ..  .July  22 
Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 3838 


V 

A'igil  ill  the  Night  (KKO) 

w 


AA'all  Street  Cowboy  (Kep) 

Sept.  9 857 

AVare  Case,  'The  (20th-Foi) 

July  29  8014 

AA’aterfront  (AVB)  Jiil.v  1 325 


AVay  Down  South  (KKO)  July  22  947 


AA'estern  Caravaiis  (Col)  July  1.9207 

What  a Life  (Para) 

When  Tomorrow  Comes 

(Univ)  Aug.  19  3003 

AA'inter  Carnital  (UA)  July  22... 
AVitness  A anishes.  The  (Dniv).. 
AVizard  of  Oz  (AI-G-M)  Aug.  19.  949 

AVolf  Cali  (Mono)  May  27 3813 

AA’oman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Coi) 

July  8 9025 

AVomen,  The  (M-G-M)  Sept.  2...  1 

AVyoming  Outlaw  (Kep)  July  15.. 867 


Y 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 


Murder  (FN)  Jan.  28  364 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10 947 


z 

Zero  Hour  (Rep)  May  27 
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Numerals  Follutviagr  Titles  are 
KiinnlME  Time.  Ilute  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1939,  Cnless 
Ullierwise  Specified. 
^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
Qlndieates  color. 


Columbia 

Atl-STAR  COMEDIES 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (17)  ...  .Apr.  81, ’39 
Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(I7Va)  RIar.  84, '39 

Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  .June  8.  ’39 
I’est  From  the  West  (..)...  .June  10 

Itiittlill!,’  Itomeo  (17) Jlll.v  14 

Skinny  the  Moocher  (16%)  ..  .Sept.  8 

Static  in  the  Attic  (19) Sept.  88 

SwiiiK  Vou  sniugers 

(18)  Jan.  80, ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  6, ’39 

The  Sap  Takes  a Wrap 

(l,'>Vi>)  Mar.  10, ’39 

Trouble  Finds  Andy  Cl.yde 

(18)  July  88 

Mooching:  Through  Georgia 

(...)  Aug.  11 

COl.OR  RHAPSODIES 
Crop  Chasers  (..)  Sept.  83 

Ho,.i,>  loi-  (7»  >l»r.  .<1 

Hollywood  Sweepstakes  (8) . . . Jnl.v  88 

Jitterbug  Knights  (7)  Aug.  11 

I.ueky  Pigs  (7)  May  86 

Moiiiitnin  Kars  (..)  Oct.  80 

Nell’s  Yells  (7)  June  .30 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8)  . .Feb.  26,  '39 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (8) Feb.  84, '39 

The  It  t.tise  'I  but  Jack  Built 

(7)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

COI.rMBIA  TOUR 
Big  Town  Commuters  (0)  Feb.  3,  ’39 
Holland  (Andre  de  la  Varre 

Productions)  (..)  Sept.  15 

Mao  Made  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(10)  May  36 

Sojourn  in  India  (..) July  7 

Morocco  (10)  Aug.  11 

CO.MM  UNITY  SING 

No.  1 Crosb.y  Hit  Songs  (9) . . . .Aug.  4 
No.  2 Old  Time  Songs  (9%) ..  .Sept.  8 


No.  7 I'uiude  of  Mils  (9)  . .Mar.  24, '39 
No.  8 Strauss  Wult/.es 

(11)  Apr.  21, ’.39 

No  •'  •songs  of  the  West 

(10)  May  19,  ’39 

No.  to  Songs  of  Romaiice  (.  .)  June  16 
Third  .series 
No.  5 Krieiidship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  87,  ’39 

No.  0 .Moon  Songs  (10)  ...  .Feb.  24, ’39 

FABEES  CARTOON 

little  Dost  Sheep  (..) Oct.  6 

FOODS  WHO  MADE  HISTORY 

No.  1 Charles  Goodyear  ( . .)  . .Aug.  25 
No.  2 Elias  Howe  ( . . ) Oct.  6 

HAPPY  HOUR 

No.  1 (10%)  Feb.  22 

No.  2 (10%)  Mar.  23 

No.  3 (11)  Apr.  21 


KRAZV  KAT 


No.  2(..)  . 

No.  5 (9)  .. 
No.  6 (loVb) 
No.  7 (10) 
No.  8 (OVa) 
No.  9 (10) 
No.  10  (10) 
No.  11  (10)  . 

No.  12  (10) 


Oct.  20 

Jan.  13,  ’39 
.leU.  17,  ’39 
.Mar.  17.  ’39 
..Apr.  8.  ’39 

May  18 

May  26 

...  .June  29 
July  28 


SPORT  REEDS 

Bows  and  Arrows  (..) Sept.  89 

Diving  Rhythm  (10) May  5, ’39 

i.ei  IteaiM  Non  (10) Jan.  6. ’39 

.Jockeys  Up  (10%)  June  8 

Navy  Champions  (9%)  Mar.  17 

Oil. I spiiris  I nil  leh.  10 

Techniipie  of  Tennis  (8%)  . . . .June  30 

There  Goes  Rusty  (10%) July  15 

Big  Fish  (10)  Aug.  18 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

A Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(16%)  Apr.  7. ’36 

Calling"  All  Curs  (17%) Aug.  25 

Oilv  to  Bed,  Oily  to  Rise 

(18%)  Oct.  6 

Saved  by  the  Belle  (17) June  30 

riiree  Dittle  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

We  Want  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  84, ’39 

Ve«.  We  Have  No  Bonrana 

(16)  May  19, ’39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

Vo.  ” Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Feb.  21, ’39 

No  'I  Inside  the  Capitol 

(10)  May  26, ’39 

No.  4 library  of  Congress 

(10)  Aug.  4 


Grand  National 


CAVADCADE  OF  STUFF 

No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2(10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 

CRTAIE  DOESN’T  PAY 

Help  Wanted  (81) June  10 

Mouej  to  Doan  (81) Mar.  11, ’39 

While  America  Sleeps 

(21)  Apr.  15, ’39 

FITZPATRICK  ’TRAVEDTADKS 
, In  Technicolor 

■A  Day  on  Treasure  Island 

(.  .)  Sept.  2 

Ancient  Ftrvpt  (9) Jan.  81. ’39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9) May  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9)...  Apr.  15 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

.fova  .Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

r’ictiiresniie  Udaipur  (8)  . .May  13. ’39 
Rural  Hungary  (9) Apr.89, ’39 


Golf  Chumps  (7)  Apr.  6, ’39 

Krar.y’s  Bear  'I'nle  (7)  . . . .Feb.  17, ’.39 
Krazy’s  Shoe  Shop  (6) . . . .May  12,  ’39 

MUSIC  HADD  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(10%)  .Ian.  20, ’39 

A Night  at  the  True  (10) . . Mar.  8,’.39 
Montmarte'  Madness  (10%)  . . .June  30 
Aaoi.ee  Doodle  Home 

(10)  May  19,  ’.39 


MINIATURES 


V Cniliiee  at  Fifty  (..) Oct.  8 

Holl.vwood  Hobbies  (10)  . .May  13. ’39 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

f ove  on  a Tan  (11) Mar.  18,  ’39 

Pronbets  Without  Honor 

(11)  May  20, ’39 

”b,,|oi.a  Rbytt'm  ( . .) Sent.  2 

on-e  Asb  Cep  Fleet  ( .) Sent.  O 

The  Greener  Hills  (11)  ..  .May  27, ’39 


MUSICAI,  COMEDIES 


PHANTASIES  CARTOON 
The  Charm  Bracelet  (..)...  .Sept.  I 
PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

A AVomi’s  E.ve  View  (7) ..  Apr.  88, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3. ’39 

Scrappy’s  Rodeo  (6) June  2 

Scrupiiy’s  Sideshow  (7)  . . . .Mar.  3,’39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 
No.  !(..)  Sept.  15 


Happily  Buried  (20) Apr.  15, ’39 

Somewhat  Secret  (21)  . . .Mar.  85,  ’39 

M-G-M  CARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

Art  Gallery  (9)  Technicolor.  . .May  13 
Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears 


(11)  Jnlyl5 

.Jitterbug  Follies  (9) Feb.  25.  *39 

(iviittle  Gold  Fish  (8) ..  .Apr.  15. ’39 

’Wnma’s  Nen-  Tint  (OV  Feb.  11 

The  Bear  'That  Couldn’t  Sleep 

(9)  Technicolor  Jnne  10 

Wanted  No  Master  (8)  ..  .Mar.  18, ’39 


IVt-O-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

Released  twice  weekly. 


OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Auto  Antics  (10) July  88 

('ai)tain  Spanky’s  Showboat 

( . . ) Sept.  9 

Clown  Princess  (10) Apr.  15, ’39 

Cousin  Wilbur  (10) Apr.  29, ’39 

Dog  Daze  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Mar.  It,  ’39 

Joy  Scouts  (10)  June  84 

Tilly  'Troubles  (10) leb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Angel  of  Mercy  (10) May  20.  ’39 

Giant  of  Norway  (11)  Septa.  June  84 

New  Roaduays  (10) Jaii.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11)..  Feb.  18 
Story  That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed 

(11)  July  28 

The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10) . .Mar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  Jnne  17 

PETE  SDHTH  SPECIADTIES 

Culinary  Carving  (9)  July  1 

iioiible  Diving  (10) Jail.  14 

fJHeroes  at  l.elsure  (10) Feb.  II 

Marine  Clrcns  (9) Mar.  11, ’.39 

Poetry  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia . .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10) May  20. ’39 

Take  a Cure  (Sepia)  (9) Aug.  18 

Weather  Wi74irds  (9) Apr.  8, ’39 

ROBERT  BENCHDEY 

An  Hour  for  Dnnch  (9)  . .Mar.  18, ’.39 

Dark  Magic  (10)  May  1.3 

Home  Early  (9)  May  87 

How  to  Eat  (10) June  10 

How  to  sublet  (8) Jan.  28, ’39 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 

Musical  Mountaineers  (7)  .May  12, ’39 
My  Friend  the  Monkey 

<’)  Jan.  20, ’39 

Rhythm  on  the  Reservation 

(7)  JiiI.v  7 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7)..  Mar.  31 
The  Scared  Crows  (7)  . . . . June  9, ’.39 
Yip  Yip  Yippy  (7) Aug.  11 

COl.OR  CIJISSICS 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Small  Fry  (7) Apr.  81,  ’39 

The  Barnyard  Brat  (Technicolor) 

(7)  June  30 

The  Fresh  Vegetable  Mystery 

(8)  (Technicolor)  Sept.  22 

COl.OR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  In  Clnecolor) 

Ecuador  (Cinecolor)  (10)  . . . .Sept.  1 

Jamaica  (10)  May  26 

I, and  of  Inca  Afemorles  (10) . ..Tan.  27 

Republic  of  Panama  (9) Mar.  24 

HEADDINER 

' Song  Is  Horn  ttoi .Ton.  6,  ’.39 

Artie  Shaw’s  Class  in  Swing 

(10)  Sept.  8 

The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

T.awrence  Walk  (10)  Mar.  3 

T.owreoee  Walk  nod  his  Orcbeatrn 

Sweet  Moments  (11) Ang.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 

'Iiisic  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’.39 

.Tan  Garber  and  Orebestra 

Parjimonnt  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  Mays, ’.39 

With  .Tack  Teagarden  and  his 

orrTipofra , 

Sweet  Moments  (11)  Ang.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 
Tempo  of  Tomorrow  (10)  . ..June  2. ’39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra. 
Three  Kings  and  a Queen 

(11)  ; Apr.  7. ’39 

Vincent  Dopez  and  Orchestra.  Ret- 
ty  Hutton.  Barry  Wood,  Del  Ca- 
sino, Dick  Todd. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHTCS 


Breaking  the  News  (19) Ang.  25 

Circus  Co.Fd  (10V  Mar  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10) Jnne  83 


Fisherman’s  Plnck  (10)  . .Apr.  14, ’39 
Public  Hobby  Number  One 

(11)  Sept.  22 

Swans  (10)  May  19,  ’39 

'I'hat’s  Alrlca  (10) Jteb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10) Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAD 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  3 

No.  9 (10)  Apr.  7,’.39 

Sea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 

No.  10  (11)  May  5,  ’39 

Gentlemen  at  work.  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
year. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2, ’.39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

©Aladdin  and  His  W'onderful 

Damp  (22)  Apr.  7,  ’39 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jail.  87 

Ghosks  Is  the  Bunk  (7) . .June  16, ’39 

Hello,  How  Am  I?  (7)  July  14 

It’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  88, ’39 

Deiive  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  88 

IVotta  Nitemare  (7) May  19, ’39 


POPUDAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clnecolor) 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  e, ’.39 

'"'•1(10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5(11)  May  12. ’39 

No.  6(11)  Aug.  4 

I’ofcbir  Sciences  No.  J9-1  (Cine- 
color)  (11)  Sept.  15 


GRANTDAND  RICE  SPORT- 
I.IGHTS 

A Desert  Adventure  ( 10) . . . . Sept.  29 
Death  Valley  Thrills  (10) . .June  9, ’39 

Diamond  Dust  (10) May  12, ’39 

!■  rolickiiig  !■  rogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10) Apr.  14, ’39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
n>eef 

Hydro-Maniacs  (10)  Sept.  1 

I be  .''poriiiig  Irish  (10) Alar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Your  Step  (10) July  7 


UNDSUAD  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


No.  4(10)  Feb.  .3, ’39 

No.  5 (10)  Apr.  14,  ’.39 

No.  6 (Clnecolor)  (10)  ...  .June  16, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 
Autograph  Hound,  The  (8)... Sept.  1 


Beaeli  I'icnic  (8) June  9,  ’.39 

Donald’s  Cousin  Giis  (7) . .May  19, ’39 
Domibl’s  l.iiekv  Day  (8)  . . Jau.  13. ’39 

Donald’s  Penguin  (8) Ang.  11 

ami  WiliMir  (8) Alar.  17 

Practical  Pig  (8)  Feb.  84,  ’39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  3, ’39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  In  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  Pointer  (8)  July  81 

O'I'he  Hockey  Champ  (7)  . .Apr.  7, ’39 
The  Ugly  Duckling  (9) Apr.  7 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COAIEDIES 

Baby  Daze  (15) May  19, ’39 

Clock  Wise  (16)  Mar,  84 
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Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fiilh  tries  to  get  rid  of  It. 

Feathered  Pests  (16)  July  28 

Alaitl  to  OrUri  110> Jau,  4lt  'ah 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  oft  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

BEADUNER  COMEDIEH 

Swine  I’neatinn  (19) Feb.  24.  *89 

Sales  Slips  (17)  July  21 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, '39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  It. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10. ’39 

Moving  Vanities  (17) May  5, ’39 

Ring  Madness  (19) June  30, ’39 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

Thr  Slate  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

fouiig  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Prisi.s. 

No.  8 (18)  Mar.  17,  ’39 

No.  9 (19)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

Jana II  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Dixie — The  nation’s  number  one 
irotilem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

No.  13(18)  Aug.  4 

Metropolis — 1939. 

ND-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Arcade  Varieties  (11)  . . . .May  12, ’39 
Ea.st  & Liumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
zee  .blisters,  Oilrone  & Starr. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14, '39 

tJeoi  ge  Jeasel.  Four  Eton  Boys, 
Frieda  .Sullvan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

Feb.  1 7.  ’39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Ououiiiun  & ms  G>psy  Orchestra. 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, '89 

The  Kimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Dog-fione  (16)  Apr.  21. ’39 

Marrluge-Go- Round  (18) July  28 

Pluiiii*  4 la/.y  tio> i ell.  3 

Pat  G.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  lA-aguers  (9)  Apr.  21, ’39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  (lennaiit  chase. 

Bow  Ntrings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

A rchel  \ 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16. ’39 

Kennel  Kings  (9)  Aug.  II 

Riding  llie  t'resi  (9) Jiil.v  I I, ’39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Snioolli  Approach  (9)....Ma.v  19, ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  it's  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAV  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 

(New  Series) 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  June  16,  '39 
Ranch  Bouse  Ruiiieo  (17)  . . . .Apr.  7 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

f;„M  |0>  Feh.  Ill 

Pack  Trip  (9)  Aug.  18 

Pilot  Boat  i9)  F'eli.  .V.  '39 

Soliliers  of  the  Sea  (9) . . . Apr.  7. ’39 

Swinguet  (8)  May  26. ’39 

Teleiision  (91  .May  i. ’39 

AVorld  of  Tomorrow  (9) .Iiine  23 

Zoo  (9)  July  21 

TWO- REEL  SPECIAL 

Five  Times  Five  (19) July  21 

The  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CA3IF'.RAMAN 

Conquering  the  Colorado  (11)  Aug.  18 


Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6.  ’39 

Filming  the  Fleet  (..)  Oct.  27 

Sand  Hogs  (10) May  12 

ED  THOROERSEN-SPORTS 

Big  Game  Fishing  (..) Sept.  1 

II  mil  mg  Dog-  111) Mar.  3, '39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Sand  Hogs  (10)  Slay  12 

s|i,.«,(iiig  lor  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11)  June  23 

FATHER  HUBBARD’S  AL.VS- 
KAN  ADVENTURES 
([^Birthplace  of  Icebergs  (11)..  Aug.  4 
FASHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts  No.  1 

(..)  Sept.  16 

©Fa-hion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31. ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..).. July  7 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE 
PUSS  PARADE 

Monkeys  Is  the  Craziest 

People  (..)  Sept.  29 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  April  14 

\\  hat  Flvery  luvenlor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  (..)  May  26 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3. '39 

Mystic  Siam  (10)  Mar.  17.  ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11)  ....,liine9 
The  Blvergreen  Empire  (..).. Oct.  13 
liking  I rail  (HI) Feb.  17, ’39 

TERRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  (..) .,Iiine  16 

Africa  Sipiawks  (7)  June  30 

Barn.vard  Baseball  (7)  Inly  14 

Barnyard  Flgg-Citement  (Techni- 
color) (11)  May  6 

Frozen  F’eet  (7) Feb.  24 

Guiidv  tioose  in  G-Man 

.Titters  (7)  . . Mar.  10 

©Hook,  Line  and  Sinker  (..).Sept.  8 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7)  .May  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  (<uu  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

Sheep  in  the  Meadow  (..)..  .Sept.  22 

The  Cuckoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

The  Golden  West  (7)  Aug.  2.5 

Their  Last  Bean  (7)  April  'll 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)  ....July  28 

©The  Orphan  Duck  (..) Oct.  6 

©Ike  Owl  and  tbe  Pussyi'Bt 

(7)  Jan.  13.  ’39 

The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

(Vi  I he  Mire.  It.-ae.  (6)  l ei.  Id 

©Two  Headed  Giant  (7) Aug.  11 


Universal 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (..)  Apr.  24 

Li Begins  tor  Andy  Panda 

(O)  'T"' 

T.ittle  Tough  Mice  (7) Mar.  13 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

Stubborn  Mule  (7) Jul.v  .31 

Slap  Happy  Valley  (..) Aug.  21 

Silly  Superstition  (..) Aug.  28 

GOING  Pl.ACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  MCNAMEE 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  30.  ’39 

No.  60(10)  Feb.  20. ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

No.  62  (9)  Apr.  10.  ’.39 

No.  63  (9)  Mav  15. ’39 

No.  64  (9)  June  26. ’39 

No.  65  (9)  July  17 

No.  60  (10)  Sept.  23 

No.  67(..)  Oct.  16 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  16 

Gus  Van.  Minor  & Root)  Three 
Wiles.  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Dave. 

Cate  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co..  Rosita  Or 
tega.  Pled  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 
Boy  Smeek  ft  His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18)  ...  .July  12, ’39 
East  and  Dunke.  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee,  Pansy  the 
Hor.se. 

Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  ft  Morton  Harvel.  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy.  The  Khezzis. 

Pharmacy  Follies  (18)  . . . .May  17,’39 
Three  Playboys,  Frazee  Sisters, 


Emerson’s  Mountaineers.  Qilrone 
ft  Starr. 

Swing  Sanatorium  (18) June  14 

Dorothy  Stone-Charles  Collins. 

With  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 

Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 
Roche,  Toy  & Wing,  Lllliau  Roth, 
Pled  Pipers,  The  Phllharmomcaa. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousle  (7)  Ang.  16 

WALTEK  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Arabs  with  Dirty  Fezzes  (7) 

(. .)  July  31 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bula  Mula  Land  (7)  ....May  29, '39 

t'liiirlie  Cuckoo  Cl) Apr.  30, ’39 

('ruck  Pul  Cruise  (7) .Apr.  10.  39 

Magic  Beans  (7)  Feb.  13 

Nidlic  III  I lie  Ciri'iis  (7). ..May  S,  '39 

Snuffy’s  Party  (7)  Aug.  7 

I he  Birlli  ui  a luuthplck 
(7)  Feb.  27 

STRANGER  ’THAN  FICTION 

No.  68  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  69  (9)  F’eb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  ■ Mar.  6 

No.6l(9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62  (9)  May  1, ’39 

No.  63  (9)  June  .3,  ’39 

No.  64  July  3 

No.  65  (9)  Aug.  7 

No.  66  (. .)  Sept.  18 

No.  67(..)  Oct.  9 

TIVO  KEEL  MUSICALS 

Boy  Meets  Jo.v  (17) Sept.  6 

Pinky  Tomlin,  Joy  Hodges,  Lucille 
Page.  Mary  Ruth,  The  Elderbloorns 
and  Pinky  Tomlin’s  Orchestra. 
Swing  Hotel  (..)  Oct.  18 

TWO  KEEL  SPECIAL 
March  of  Freedom  (21) Sept.  6 

CNI\  EKSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

\ Fat  Chunce  (..)  Mar.  25 

A Swing  Ojiera  ( . . ) July  22,  ’39 

Briiaduu.v  Biickaroo  (20)  June  3,  *39 

Home  Cheap  Hume  (..)  Mar.  18 

Projection  Room  (..)  Mar.  1 

Rollin’  In  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

sieeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29,  ’39 

siopliomore  Swing  (20)  ....... .Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  II 

Sundae  Serenuile  (20) Feb.  2.5 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  13. ’39 

Wardrobe  Girl  (..) June  17, ’39 

THE  COI.OR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

For  Your  Convenience 

(10)  May  20, ’.39 

Meclianix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  ..  . Feh.  25 

Mechanix  Tlhistrated  No.  4.Apr.  22.’39 
Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  6 

( . . ) . .Tune  10,  ’39 

Modern  Methiuls  (..)... July  1.5,  ’39 
I’oiiil-  oil  I'oiiiters  (9)  .Ian.  'fs 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  Mar.  25, ’39 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  .Titters  (7) Apr.  1 

It’s  an  TH  Wind  (7) .Tan 

Polar  Pals  (..) June  3,  ’39 

Pork.v  and  Teahlscnit  (7)  Apr.  22. ’39 

finrirv’s  Movie  Mystery  (7)  5lar.  !• 

Porky’s  Picnic  (..) Jul.v  1.5,  '39 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouhle  (7)  Feb.  18 

The  TiOne  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  . . Jan.  7,  ’39 

Christopher  Cohimhus  jr. 

(7)  5Tnr13. ’30 

Scalp  Tronhle  (,.) June  24,  ’39 

Wise  Quack  (..) Aug.  6,  ’39 

31EI.ODY  MASTERS 

Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29, ’.39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, '39 

Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7, '39 
Clyde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

(..)  Apr.  8 

Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Larry  Clinton  & Orchestra 


(10)  May  20,  ’39 

Lei  til  Stevens  & Orch. 

(..) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  & Orch  (..) July  1,  ’39 

liuan  A.  iirciicotia 

111)  F'eb.  25 

Will  Osborne  St  Orch. 

(..) July  22,  ’39 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  mid  .siriiH-s  Forever  (7).  Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..).. June  3,  ’39 

Coiiut  Me  GUI  to Dev.  17 

Dafty  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22, ’39 

Dangerous  Dan  McFoo 

(..) July  15,  ’39 

Dug  Ooue  Modern  (7)  . . . . Jan.  14, '.v9 

Goldrusli  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Haiii-Ateiir  Night  (7) . . . .Jan.  28,  '39 
Naughty  But  Mice  (7)  ..May  20, '39 

Old  Glory  (..) July  1,  ’39 

I'lest-u  Chunge-U  (7) .Mur.  25 

Roliinliood  .Makes  Gooil  (7)...  F'eb.  11 
Snow  Man’s  Land  (..).. July  29,  ’39 
Thugs  tilth  Dirty  Mugs  (7). May  6,39 

TECHNICOLOR 

Bill  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12,  ’39 

tufi.iiivotn  lu  the  White  Mouse 

(21)  leb.  11,  '39 

Quiet  Please  (..) July  1,  ’39 

.sous  of  tile  PluiiiB  (19)..  July  30, '38 
Mauch  Twins.  Rosella  Towns. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

.svviiigtime  lu  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 

roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 

Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 
The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . . .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

Crawfords  at  Hume  ( . . ) . . Apr.  16, ’39 
Dean  uf  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  May  27 

Gailgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Tax  Trouble  (10) Mar.  18, ’39 

ski  (iirl  I 10)  lull.  1 I.  "<9 

Witness  Trouble  (..)... July  29,  ’39 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  F'luyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (II)... Mar.  4 

Cliaiiieil  ( ) Apr.  I 

Haunted  Huiise  ( . .) June  3,  '39 

Higll  I'eril  1 I-')  I ell.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  (..) July  7, ’39 

file  IliiinHii  Boiiib  (12)  .•■iii  7.  'll) 
Three-Minute  FUse  (..).July  29,  ’39 
\ iiuduu  F ires  (11)  xMay  6 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’30 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig.  Richard  Fi.ske. 

Mandrake  the  Magician. . .May  6, ’39 
12  chapters. 

Secret  of  I'reasure  Island.  . .Mar.  17 

(16  epi.sodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
Island. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red  Circle 

12  Chapters  June  10 ’.39 

Charle.s  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis,  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Dick  Trao.v’s  G-Men  Sept.  2 

15  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd.  Irving 
Piohel.  Ted  Pearson,  Phylis  Isley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again . Feb.  2.5, ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11, ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  ...  .July  4 

John  Maik  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr..  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSalnt.  James  Blaine,  Jack  C. 
Smith,  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17, ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
Jr. 
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1 MAY  20 

MAY  27 

JUNE  3 

JUNE  10 

JUNE  17 

JUNE  24 

^ Action  Drama  9001 
Only  Angels  Have 

Wings  (122)  R-May  20 
C.  Grant-J.  Arthur 
[22I  Action  Drama  9027 
Missing  Daughters  (58) 
Richard  Arlen-Marian 
Marsh  R — Apr.  29 

pi]  Action  Drama  9024 
Trapped  in  the  Sky  (61) 

J.  Holt-K.  DeMille 

R — Feb.  18 

pri  Adventure  1071 

Lost  Horizon  (118) 
(reissue)  R.  Colman 

[is]  Comedy  1072 

Awful  Truth  (92)  reis.sue 
Irene  Dunne 

[1^  Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (58) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R— July  1 

^ Action  Drama  9012 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  "Q”  Planes) 
Laurence  Olivier 

Valerie  Hobson 

R — June  10 

[2o|  Action  Drama  314 

Panama  Patrol  (69) 

Leon  Ames 

Charlotte  Wynters 

R— Feb.  25 

^ Western  WI-3 

Singing  Cowgirl  (57) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — June  3 

^ Comedy  936 

It’s  a Wonderful  World 

(86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

James  Stewart 

R— May  13 

^ Comedy  937 

Bridal  Suite  (69) 

(For.  Maiden  Voyage) 
Robt.  Toung-Annabella 

R — May  27 

Melodrama  938 

6,060  Enemies  (61) 

Waiter  Pidgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

[lel  Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  W’eissmuller 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R — June  3 

|2^  Comedy  940 ' 

Maisie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 

Robert  Young 

R — June  17 

Western  3864 

Down  the  W'yoming 

Trail  (62) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — June  17 

^ Action  Drama  3813 
Wolf  Call  (65) 

John  Carroll-Movita 

R — May  27 

pi]  Western  3856 

Across  the  Plains  (53) 
(For.  Riders  of  the 
Rio  Grande) 

Jack  Randall 

R — June  3 

[io]  Melodrama  3823 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 
R — Aug.  6 

1^  Musical  3837 

Some  Like  It  Hot  (65) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 
Gene  Krupa 

R — May  13 

^ Drama  J838 

Unmarried  (66) 

B.  Jones-H.  Twelvetrees 

R — May  27 

^ Drama  3864 

Stolen  IJfe  (90) 

E.  Bergner-M.  Redgrave 

R — Apr  29 

[2]  Comedy  3839 

Oracle  Allen  Murder  Case 

(76) 

Grade  Allen 

Warren  William 

R— May  13 

Ps]  Action  Drama  3840 
Undercover  Doctor  (67) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Naish 

R— May  27 

[iel  Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 
(99) 

Irene  Dunne 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — May  20 

|23|  Melodrama  3842 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 

J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 

R — May  20 

Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 

D.  Woods-E.  Venable 

R — Mar.  25 

|j5]  Outdoor  Spectacle  801 

Man  of  Conquest  (97) 

R.  Dlx-G.  Patrick 

R— Apr.  15 

[jg|  Western  866 

Southward  Ho!  (58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

R — June  17 

g Drama  812 

The  Zero  Hour  (62) 
Frieda  Inescort 

R— May  27 

Pg]  Action  Drama  813 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  M’ave  (60) 
Ralph  Byrd 

Kay  Sutton 

R — June  3 

P^  Western  846 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 

Gene  .Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R— July  8 

^ Western  856 

In  Old  Caliente  (57) 

Roy  Royers;  R-July  15 
|2i]  Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (52) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — July  15 

1^  Western  984 

Racketeers  of  the 

Range  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R — May  20 

[y|  Comedy  928 

Girl  From  Mexico  (71) 
Lupe  Velez-Donald  Woods 
R — May  20 

[1^  Melodrama  926 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

Steffi  Duna 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — June  10 

Drama  927 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

Comedy  943 

Boy  Friend  (70) 

Jane  Withers 

Arleen  \Wielan 

R — May  13 

^ Com.  Melodrama  944 
The  Gorilla  (66) 

Ritz  Bros. 

R — May  27 

[y|  Comedy  Drama  946 
Jones  Family  in  Holly- 
wood (60) 

Jed  Prouty 

Shirley  Deane 

R — May  27 

Drama  947 

OYoung  Mr.  Lincoln 
(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

[l^  Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 
(71) 

Sidney  Toler 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R — June  3 

1^  Com.  Drama  964 

Susannah  of  the  Moun- 
ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randolph  Scott 

R — June  17 

^ Action  Drama 

Captain  Fury  (90) 

Victor  McLaglen-June 
Lang-Brian  Aherne 

R — May  13 

^ Action  Drama  3010 
Ex-Champ  (72) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Nan  Grey-Tom  Brown 

R — May  20 

^ Action  Drama  3040 
They  Asked  for  It  (61) 
William  Lundigan 

Joy  Hodges 

R — July  8 

p^  Action  Drama  3040 

Inside  Information  (62) 
June  Lang-Dick  Foran 

R — June  10 

p^  Comedy  Reissue 

My  Man  Godfrey  (93) 
Wm.  Powell-C.  Lombard 

Pp]  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

[2]  Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

Action  Drama  FN364 
You  Can’t  Get  Away 

With  Murder  (78) 

Humphrey  Bogart 

Gale  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

Action  Drama  rN374 
Code  of  the  Secret 

Service  (62) 

Ronald  Reagan 

Rosella  Towne 

R— May  13 

Ps]  Comedy  Drama  rN375 
Man  Who  Dared  (60) 

(For.  I Am  Not  Afraid) 
Jane  Bryan 

Chas.  Grapewin 

R — April  8 

[10]  Hist.  Drama  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

^ Com.  M-Drama  WB324 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  Lite! 

R — July  15 

^ Action  Drama  FN363 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R— May  27 

Comedy  Afltor 
Gay  Nineties  (64) 


pi]  Western  Astor 
Tumbleweeds  (82).  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 
R — May  27 


[le]  Musical  Astor 
Everything  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 


|23|  Melodrama  Astor 
U-67  (65) 

Allan  Hale 
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1 JULY  1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

JULY  22 

JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 1 

1 ra  Drama  9032 

1 Parents  on  Trial  (67) 
Parker-Downs;  R-July  8 

, g Comedy  9005 

i Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

1 (73):  R-June  24 

J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 

Western  9208 

Man  From  Sundown  (69) 
Starrett-Meredlth 

R — Aug.  5 

Drama  9025 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 
(60) 

Hudson-Kruger;  R-July  8 

1^  Comedy  9010 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 
(68) 

Penny  Slngleion 

Arthur  Lake 

R— July  22 

Action  Drama  9033 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (62) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Aug.  5 

Action  Drama  9008 
Coast  Guard  (72) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

R — Aug.  19 

1 ^ Drama  941 

; stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 
' Walter  Pidgeon 
,R— July  1 

Drama  942 

4>On  Borrowed  Time 
(99) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

R— July  8 

|X4]  Drama  943 

They  All  Come  Out  (70) 
Rita  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

R— July  8 

1^  Comedy  944 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (S’?) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — July  16 

g Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

R — May  20 

Drama  946 

Miracles  for  Sale  (70) 

Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

R — Aug.  5 

1 Action  Drama  3814 

1 Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R — July  8 

Western  3865 

Man  From  Texas  (60) 

Tex  Bitter 

R— Aug.  12 

[x]  Mystery  3807 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R— July  22 

S ^ Melodrama  3844 

' Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

' John  Howard 

Heather  Angel 

R — June  24 

Musical  3845 

Man  About  Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R— July  15 

[2^  Action  Drama  3847 

Magnificent  Fraud  (78) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Patricia  Morison 

R — July  1 

g Drama  3848 

Island  of  Dost  Men  (64) 
Anna  May  Wong 

R^Tuly  29 

Comedy  3819 

Night  Work  (62) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

R— Aug.  12 

1 

[Y|  Drama  814 

Mickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryan 
R— July  1 

[x^  Musical  Comedy  815 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
R— July  1 

Comedy  816 

Should  Husbands  Work? 
(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R— July  22 

|3^  Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  (64) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Aug.  5 

I 1^  Mystery  Drama  929 
Saint  in  London  (70) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 
i ^ Western  985 

! 'Timber  Stampede  (68) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

Melodrama  930'* 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edward  Ellis 

R— luly  1 

1^  Drama  993 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davis 

Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron(79)reissue 
Joel  McCrea- Richard  Dix 

Musical  947 

Way  Down  South  (62) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R— July  22 

g Melodrama  931 

Spellbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 
R— July  16 

[7|  Comedy  932 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 

Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

' g Comedy  Drama  960 
'i  It  Could  Happen  to  You 
(72) 

1 Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

[t]  Melodrama  952 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

Peter  Lorre 

Virginia  Field 

R — Nov.  19 

|j^  Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  Fiddle  (85) 

Sonja  Henie 

Tyrone  Power 

R— July  8 

[2^  Action  Drama  953 

News  Is  Made  at  Night(71) 
P.  Foster-L.  Bari 

R— July  8 

1^  Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  'The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
R— July  29 

Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

R— July  29 

|~4^  Comedy  Drama  001 

Elsa  Maxxvell’s  Hotel  for 
Women  (82) 

Ann  bothern 

James  Ellison 

R — July  29 

Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  (90) 

Ann  Sheridan 
Richard  Carlson 
R— July  22 


|~j~|  Drama 

(^Four  Feathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 
June  Duprez 
R — June  24 


1^  Melodrama  3038 
Bouse  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 
Irene  Hervey 
R — May  20 


Drama  3031 
Forgotten  Woman  (68) 

Sigrid  Gurie 
Donald  Briggs 
R— July  8 


Comedy  3008 
Li  nexpected  Father  (89) 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow) 
Hal  ' «andv-Mlscha  Auer 
R— July  22 


^ Drama  3007 

I Stole  a Million  (78) 

George  Ratt 
Claire  Trevor 

R— July  22 


I Com. -Music  1V1J311 

Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 
Dick  Powell 
R — June  10 


1^  Action  Drama  WB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kid.s 
Margaret  Lindsay 
R — June  24 


[Y|  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery- M.  Love 


[x^  Action  Drama  WB325 
Waterfront  (59) 

Denis  Morgan 
Gloria  Dickson 
R — July  1 


Drama  FN360 
Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 
John  Garfield 
R — June  24 


Comedy  FN366 
Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 
Gloria  Dickson 
R— July  8 


Melodrama  1VB315 
Indianapolis  Speedway 
(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 
Pat  O’Brien 
R — July  15 


30XOFFICE 


September  16,  1939 


135 


lUNUbKAN  PAKAMUUIII  ~ KtrUBLIl  ~ KKU  NAUlU  TUnTTM  "UHlItU  AKIS.  ^ UmullJRL,  HMRlItli  rB.  ' niStlLLAlirUUD 


Mookinq  ^kat 

A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


MARCH, 

1940 

APRIL. 

1940 

MAY, 

1940 

s 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

s 

s 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

s 

8 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

s 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

14 

15 

1() 

17 

18 

19 

20 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

17 

1H 

1!» 

20 

21 

22 

23 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

24 

25 

20 

27 

28 

29 

30 

28 

20 

30 

20 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

31 

1 AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26 

SEPTEMBER  2 

|i^  Melodrama  9018 

Man  They  Could  Not 
Hang  (64) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  19 

^ Comedy  Drama  9017 
Five  Little  Pepi>ers  (60) 
Ldith  Fellowes 

(wil  Wild  Horse  9034 

Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion 
(66) 

IJi]  Drama  947 

Fad.v  of  the  Tropics  (91) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

R — Aug.  12 

(]^  Comedy  Drama  948 
These  Glamour  Girls  (79) 
Lew  Ayres-Lana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 

R — Aug.  26 

^ Comedy  Fantasy  949 
©Wizard  of  Oz  (102) 

Judy  Garland 

Frank  Morgan 

R — Aug.  19 

1^  Comedy  Drama  1 
The  Women  (134) 

Norma  Shearer 

Joan  Crawford 

Rosalind  Russell 

R— Sept.  2 

SEPTEMBER  9 


Drama  9U02 

Golden  Hoy  (100) 
Stanwyck- Holden 
R — Aug.  19 

Mystery  Drama  1025 
Hidden  Power  (60) 

Jack  Holt-Gert.  Michael 
R— May  29 


SEPTEMBER  16 


|i4]  Western  120 
Outpost  of  the  Mountie 
Chas.  Starrett-1.  Meredl 
(63) 


[lo]  Melodrama 

l*laokniail  (79) 
Edw.  G.  Robinson 
Ruth  Hussey 
Gene  Lockhart 
R— Sept.  16 


|j3]  Drama 

Thunder  Afloat  (..) 

Wallace  Beery 
Chester  Morris 
Virginia  Grey 


[isl  Drama  with  Mus.  3825 
Girl  From  Rio  (62) 
Movita- Warren  Hull 
R — Aug.  12 

[Is]  Western  3806 
Riders  of  Frontier  (58) 
Tex  Ritter 
R — Sept.  9 


^ Western  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  (52) 
Jack  Randall 
[22]  Melodrama  3826 

Irish  Luck  (61) 

F.  Darro-D.  Purcell 
R — Aug.  26 


|l^  Action  Drama  381 
sky  Patrol  (61) 

John  Trent 
Marjorie  Reynolds 


[3T]  Comedy  Drama  3850 
Our  Leading  Citizen  (90) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

R — Aug.  6 

|ls|  Melodrama  3S6.5 

This  Man  Is  News  (75) 
Barry  K.  Barnes 

V.  Hobson  R— July  29 

[i^  Western  3859 

Renegade  Trail  (68) 
William  Boyd 

R.  Hayden  R — July  29 

Ip]  Musical  Comedy  3851 
Star  Maker  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

R — Aug.  19 

[Y]  Melodrama  3901 

Death  of  a Champion 

(66) 

Lynne  Overman 
■'’"i’-ginia  Dale 

R — Sept.  2 

n Western  3954 

Range  War  (66) 

Wm.  Boyd 

Russell  jiayden 

R— Aug.  12 

[15]  Drama  390S  - 

Beau  Geste  (114)  j 

Gary  Cooper  ^ 

Ray  Milland 

R— July  29  ^ 

[io|  We.stern  868 

New  Frontier  (56) 

Three  Mesijuiteers 

R — Aug.  19 

^ Western  847 

In  Old  Monterey  (70) 

Gene  Autry 

Smilev  Burnette 

R— July  29 

Action  Drama  825 

Smuggled  Cargo  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Barry  MacKay 

R — Aug.  26 

Drama  9111 

FUght  at  Midnight  (66) 

...i  Kegan-Jeaii  Parker 
Col.  Roscoe  Turner 

R- — Sept.  2 

[e]  Western  857 

\»all  Street  Cowboy  (66) 
Roy  Rogers 

Gabby  Hayes 

R— Sept.  9 

[Tl]  Western  933 

Bad  l.ands  (66) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  jr. 

R— July  29 

[is]  Drama  936 

In  Name  Only  (92) 

Carole  Lombard 

Cary  Grant 

Kay  Francis 

R — Aug.  12 

|~Y]  Melodrama  935 

Conspiracy  (59) 

Allan  nane-Linda  Hayes 
R— Sept.  2 

n Western  980 

Fighting  Gringo  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R-Sept.  2 
|~g~|  Drama  003 

Full  Confession  (72) 

V.  McLaglen-S.  Eilers 

R— Aug.  26 

[J5I  Comedy  002. 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept 

(65)  ( 

Joe  Penner 

Betty  Grable 

R — Sept.  9 

^ Comedy  Drama  002 

Chh-ken  Wagon  Family 
(66) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Aug.  19 

Adventure  Drama  003 
lyyStanley  and  Living- 
stone (100) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Nancy  Kelly 

Itichard  Greene 

R— Aug.  6 

^ Comedy  001 

Quick  Millions  (61) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Bylngton 

R — Aug.  5 

|~j~]  Detective  Drama  005 
Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  (85) 

Basil  Kathbone 

Ida  Lupino 

R — Aug.  26 

n Melodrama  006 

Charlie  Chan  at  Trea- 
sure Island  (73) 

Sidney  Toltr 

Cesar  Romero 

Pau'ine  Moore 

R— Aug.  12 

|l^  Drama  Oil 

'1  he  Itnins  Came  11081 
Myrna  Loy-Tyrone  Power 
George  Brent 

R — Sept.  16 

[n]  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Bennett 

R — July  8 

[lg|  Drama  with  Music 

They  Shall  Have  Music 

(120) 

Andrea  Leeds 

Joel  McCrea 

Jascha  Heifetz 

R— July  15 

i 

1 

[ill  Drama  3003 

When  Tomorro%v  Comes 
(90) 

Charles  Boyer 

Irene  Dunne 

R — Aug.  19 

|l)  Comedy  Drama 

Fnderpup  (88) 

Gloria  Jean-Truex-Grey 

R — Sept.  2 

in  Outdoor  Drama  4051 
Mutiny  on  the  Black 
Hawk  (66)  R — June  24 

R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 

[g|  Musical  Comedy 

Hawaiian  Nights  (64) 
Downs-Carllsle 

R — Aug.  26 

n Western  4058 

Desperate  Trails  (58) 
John  Mack  Brown 

Bob  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 

Drama 

T >vo  Bright  Boys  (70) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 
[g]  Musical  4044 

Mikado  (92) 

Kenny  Baker 

R — Jan.  7 

Comedy  WB326 

Torehy  Plays  With 
Dynamite  (59) 

Jane  ivy  man 

Allen  Jenkins 

R — Aug.  6 

[i^  Drama  FN356 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 

Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 

R— July  22 

[2f,l  Comedy  FN37(i 

Hobby  Family,  The  (5  4) 
Irene  Rich-H.  O’Neill 

R — Aug.  26 

1^  Drama  FN367 

Angelfii  Wa‘<h  Their 

Faces  (96) 

Ann  Sheridan;  R-Aug.  5 

n Drama  FN452 

The  Old  Maid  (95) 

Bette  Davis 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R — Aug.  6 

n Com.  Melo.  WB419 
Nanc.v  Drew  and  the 
Hidden  Staircase  (60) 
Bonita  Granville 

Frankie  Thomas 

R — Aug.  26 

[j^  Drama 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (88) 
John  Garfield 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Aug.  19 
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SEPTEMBER  23 

SEPTEMBER  30 

OCTOBER  7 

OCTOBER  14 

OCTOBER  2i 

OCTOBER  28 

Drama 

'hose  High  Grey  Walls 
(..) 

Valter  Connolly 
ris  Meredith 

Drama 

Scandal  Sheet  ( . . ) 

Otto  Kruger 

Ona  Munson 

Action  Drama 

IT -Boat  29  ( . . ) 

Conrad  Veidt 

Valerie  Hobson 

g Comedy  Drama 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington (..) 

Jean  Arthur 

James  Stewart 

g Comedy 

Beware  Spooks  I (..) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

Mary  Carlisle 

Comedy  Drama  3 

l)ancin«r  (’o-eds  (..) 

Lana  Turner 

Richard  Carlson 

Comedy 

Fast  and  Furious  ( . . ) 

Ann  Sothern 

Franchot  Tone 

[l^  Comedy  Drama 
is  inotchka  ( . . ) 

Greta  Garbo 

Melvyn  Douglas 

[2^  Comedy 

At  the  Circus  ( . . ) 

Marx  Bros. 

Florence  Rice 

g Comedy  Drama 

Patsy  (..) 

Virginia  'Weidler 

Henry  Hull 

^ Outdoor  Drama 

>ashing  Thru  ( . . ) 
lames  Newell 
lean  Carmen 

[30]  Drama  3803 

Mutiny  in  the  Big  House 
(• . ) 

Chas.  Bickford 

Barton  MacLane 

p]f|  Action  Dranaa  3816 
Scouts  of  the  Air  ( . . ) 
John  Trent 

g We.stern  3857 

Overland  Mail  (..) 

Jack  Randall 

^ Comedy 

$1,000  a Touchdown  ( . . ) 
Toe  E.  Brown 

Hartha  Raye 

^ Comedy  Drama 
Honeymoon  in  Bali  (96) 
(For.  My  Love  for  Yours) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Sept.  16 

g Comedy 

What  a Life  ( . . ) 

B.  Field-J.  Cooper 

g Drama 

Jamaica  Inn  (106) 

Charles  Laughton 

Maureen  O’Hara 

R— July  8 

g Drama 

Television  Spy  ( . . ) 

William  Henry 

Drama 

Disputed  Passage  ( . . ) 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Akim  Tamiroff 

John  Howard 

Melodrama 

Calling-  All  Marines  (65) 
Donald  Barry 

Helen  Mack 

R— Sept.  16 

g Western 

Arizona  Kid  ( . . ) 

Roy  Rogers 

Sally  March 

[n]  Action  Drama 

Sabotage  ( . . ) 

Arleen  Whelan 

Gordon  Oliver 
[i^  Western 

Kansas  Terr<»rs  ( . . ) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

22]  Comedy  Drama  93-1 
Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (80) 
Singer  Rogers 

James  Ellison 

R — Aug.  26 

g Drama  001 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (95) 
Anna  Neagle 

George  Sanders 

R — Aug.  26 

Drama  004 

Three  Sons  ( . . ) 

Edward  Ellis 

Virginia  Vale 

[l^  Musical  946 

Ever.vthing*s  on  Ice  (65) 
Irene  Dare 

Eric  Linden 

R — Sept.  9 

g Comedy  010 

Flying  Deuces  ( . . ) 

Laurel  & Hardy 

g Outdoor  Drama  006 

Alleghen.v  Frontier  (..) 

John  Wayne 

Claire  Trevor 

Comedy  008 

Stop,  Dook  and  Dove  (57) 
Jean  Rogers 

William  Frawley 

R — Sept.  2 

g Drama  009 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 
(..) 

Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

[e]  Drama  010 

The  Escape  (60) 

Kane  Richmond 

Allan  Duff 

g Musical  007 

Hollywood  Cavalcade  ( . . ) 
Alice  Faye-Don  Ameche 

|2o|  Comedy  018 

Shipyard  Sally  (80) 

Grade  Fields 

S.  Howard 

g Western  012 

The  Adventurer  ( . . ) 
Cesar  Romero 

Binnle  Barnes 

g Action  Drama  013 
20,000  Men  a Year  (..) 

Kaiidolph  Scott 

Martha  Healy 

IHI  Drama 

Intermezzo,  A Love  Story 
(..) 

Leslie  Howard 

Ingrid  Bergman 

John  Halliday 

g Melodrama 

The  Real  Glory  ( . . ) 

Gary  Cooper 

Andrea  Leeds 

g Comedy 

Eternally  Yours  ( . . ) 
Loretta  Young 

David  Niven 

0 

Housekeei)er’s  Daughter 

(80) 

Joan  Bennett-Wm.  Gargan 
Adolphe  Menjou 

R — Sept.  16 

g Drama 

Rio  (..) 

Sigrid  Gurle 

Basil  Rathbone 

g Comedy  with  Music 

First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Melodrama 

The  AVitness  Vani-ihes 
(66) 

E.  Lowe-W.  Barrie 

UJ  Melodrama 

Tower  of  London  ( . . ) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

g Comedy 

Hero  for  a Day  ( . . ) 

Anita  Louise-Dick  Foran 
g Drama 

Tropic  Fury  (63) 

Richard  Arlen 

Andy  Devine 

R — Sept.  16 

g Drama 

Green  Hell  ( . . ) 

Doug.  Falrbanlis  jr. 

Joan  Bennett 

g Western 

Oklahoma  Frontier  (58) 
Johnny  Mack  Brown 

g Action  Drama 

Destry  Rides  Again  ( . . ) 

Mar  cue  1 lidrich 

James  Stewart 

g Comedy  FN469 

No  Place  to  Go  (57) 

Fred  Stone 

Gloria  Dickson 

Denis  Morgan 

Melodrama  AVB415 

A Child  Is  Born  (79) 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald 
Gladys  George 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Aug.  5 

p7]  Melodrama 

Espionage  Agent  ( . . ) 

Joel  McCrea 

Brenda  Marshall 

Melodrama 

Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass 
(.  .) 

Edith  Fellowes 

James  McCallion 

g Melodrama 

Smashing  the  Money 

King  ( . . ) 

Ronald  Reagan 

Margot  Stevenson 

g Drama 

Roaring  Twenties  ( . . ) 

James  Cagney 

Priscilla  Lane 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ^ WARNER >F. 


Sookinq  ^hatt 

A GUIDE  TO  CURRENT  RELEASES 


SEPTEMBER.  1940 


S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10  11  12  13  14 

15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

22  23  24  25  26  27  28 

29  30 


OCTOBER,  1940 


S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10  11  12 

13  14  15  16  17  18  19 
20  21  22  23  24  25  26 
27  28  29  30  31 


NOVEMBER,  1940 


S M T W T F S 
1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10  11  12  13  14  15  16 
17  18  19  20  21  22  23 
24  25  26  27  28  29  30 


1 NOVEMBER  4 

NOVEMBER  11 

NOVEMBER  18 

NOVEMBER  25 

DECEMBER  2 

DECEMBER  9 1 

in  Western 

Law  of  the  Pampas  ( . . ) 
Wm.  Boyd 

[Io|  Drama 

Geronimo  (..) 

Preston  Foster 

Ellen  Drew 

m Western 

Llano  Kid  (..) 

Tito  Guizar 

Gale  Sondergaard 

Drama 

of  the  Seas  (..) 
Doug.  Fairbanks  jr. 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Will  Fyffe 

m Drama 

©<}ueeii  of  Destiny  (95) 
(For.  60  Glorious  Years) 
Anna  Neagle 

Anton  Walbrook 

R — Nov.  26.  '38 

m Western 

Marshal  of  Mesa  City 
(..) 

Geo.  O’Brien 
[i^  Drama 

Vigil  in  the  Night  (..) 

C.  Lombard-B.  Aberne 

[Tt]  Drama 

Keno  ( . . ) 

Richard  Dix 

Gail  Patrick 

|2^  Drama 

AI>e  Lincoln  in  Illinois 
(.  .) 

Raymond  Massey 

Ruth  Gordon 

m Comedy  014 

Pack  Up  Your  Troubles 
(..) 

Jane  Withers 

[Io|  Drama  016 

Drums  Along:  the 

Mohawk  ( . . ) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Henry  Fonda 

[r^  Comedy  016 

'I'oo  Busy  to  Work  ( . . ) 
Jones  Family 

I24]  Drama  017 

Swanee  River  ( . . ) 

Don  Ameche 

A1  Jolson 

Andrea  Leeds 

[Y]  Melodrama 

City  in  Darkness  (..) 
Sidney  Toler 

Lynn  Bari 

[T|  Action  Drama 

One  Hour  to  Live  (59) 
Charles  Bickford 

Doris  Nolan 

John  Litel 

R — Sept.  16 

1^  Western 

Chip  of  the  Flying  F ( . . ) 
Johnny  Mack  Brown 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leatina 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request.  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


PROGRAMS  SERVICE 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


NEW  AND  FACTORY  REBUILT  theatre 
sound  equipment  for  Simplex,  Powers,  Mo- 
tiograph  and  Superior  projectors  at  spe- 
cial low  prices.  Cash  or  terms.  Sound 
Division,  The  CINCINNATI  TIME  RE- 
CORDER CO.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

NOW’S  THE  'TIME  TO  BUY— BEFORE 
PRICES  GO  SKY  HIGH!  Use  S.O.S.  easy 
time  payment  plan — available  on  quality 
theatre  equipment  purchases.  Write  S.O.S. 
Cinema  Supply  Co.,  New  York. 

COMPLETE  PROJECTIONIST’S  TOOL 
KIT,  $8.89.  Everything  needed  for  booth 
repairs,  30  essential  tools  with  carrying 
case.  Genuine  Weston  0-50  ampere  am- 
meters, special  $2.49.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Sup- 
ply Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


BIG  FALL  SALE— NOW— Duo  Sound 
Master  sound  heads,  amplifiers,  two  way 
horn  systems — write  for  prices.  The  BAL- 
LANTYNE  CO.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha, 
Nebr. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


WANTED — 2 pairs  late  model  Simplex 
portables;  veneer  chairs.  B-1152,  Box- 
OFFicE,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

POPCORN  MACHINE  in  A-1  order  and 
cheap.  Duncan,  Lyric  Theatre,  Carlisle, 
Ky. 

WANTED — Used  2,000'  or  3,000'  C.F.M. 
blower.  Isis  Theatre,  Waterville,  Kansas. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


NEW,  GUARANTEED  S.O.S.  SOUND 
SYSTEM,  only  $279.50  for  600  to  900  seat 
theatre.  Brilliant,  natural,  undistorted 
reproduction  assured.  Includes  2 Cinema- 
phone  sound  heads,  G.  E.  motors,  30  watt 
amplifier,  2 Jensen  concert  speakers,  baf- 
fles, monitor,  etc.  S.O.S.  sound  is  mod- 
ern, simple  and  economical  to  operate. 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


INDEPENDENT  EXHIBITORS— Save  on 
on  your  film  rentals.  Use  our  complete 
programs  service  weekly.  MUTUAL  'THE- 
ATRE SUPPLY,  INC.,  Virginia,  Illinois. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


600  SPRING  upholstered  theatre  chairs. 
Good  Condition.  $2.00  each.  AMUSE- 
MENT SUPPLY  CO.,  INC.,  341  West  44th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

OPERA  CHAIRS  REBUILT.  Cushions 
recovered  and  repadded,  75c.  New  36  spring 
cushion,  $1.90,  installed  and  delivered.  List 
of  satisfied  customers  furnished.  ARTHUR 
JUDGE,  2714  West  Vine  St.,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

COMFORTABLE,  ATTRAC'TIVE  USED 
CHAIRS,  75c  up.  New  bulletin  describes 
thousands  good  used  veneer,  upholstered 
seats.  Name  your  price — we’ll  meet  it. 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

ATTRAC'TIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  1939-40  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City  Mo. 


KANSAS  THEATRE— Only  one,  town 
4,500;  900  seats.  Owner  claims  $25,000 
profit  per  annum.  $30,000  cash  required. 
McIntyre,  Theatre  Broker,  312  Lisbon, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE — 'Two  theatres  in  a city  100,- 
000  population  in  Pennsylvania.  No  brok- 
ers. Good  opportunity  for  showman. 
B-1154,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANT  TO  LEASE  'THEATRE— By  ca- 
pable and  financially  responsible  party. 
Morris  Powers,  Corning,  Iowa. 

WANTED — Paying  theatre,  northwest- 
ern Ohio  or  southern  Michigan.  Buy  or 
lease.  B-1155,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HELP  WANTED 

BOOKING  AGENT — Experienced  only, 
to  exploit  religious  films.  Liberal  com- 
mission. Give  experience,  references. 
B-1153,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  TTiea- 
tre,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST — 9 years  experience. 
Precision  workman.  Finest  references. 
FRANK  HULL,  56  Miller  Avenue,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

EXPERIENCED  PROJECTIONIST,  ME- 
CHANIC— Reliable,  married;  now  unem- 
ployed; go  anywhere.  B-1148,  Boxoffice, 
4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

MANAGER — 30;  for  single  house  or  cir- 
cuit. Now  employed  but  wants  to  live  on 
West  Coast.  Wants  small  town  operation 
on  salary  or  percentage  basis.  Complete 
theatre  knowledge,  married,  sober,  and  can 
prove  he  can  produce.  Best  references. 
B-1151,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  'Ticket 
Co.,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VT  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER"  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


I lOc  a word 
(Send  Cash  ' 4 insertions 
With  Order)  ) at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad  times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE. 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


BOXOFFICE  ; : September  16,  1939 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  180-1  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  Cit.v,  Mo, 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


I 

1 


OW/Zi 


0 0 


with  the  most  unique  advertising  in  show 
business,  it  The  kind  of  advertising  that 
every  national  advertiser  would  love  to  use 
. . . but  which  you  alone  can  have.^A'  Let’s  go 
to  town  with  the  only  100%  customer-audi- 
ence advertising  . . . NATiONAL  SCREEN 
TRAILERS  on  your  screen  ...  in  your  theatre 
. . . reaching  everybody  they’re  aimed  at 
with  double-action  selling  power . . . EYE 
and  EAR.  it  Advertising  that  costs  LESS  PER 
TICKET  SOLD.  Advertising  that  is  forceful; 
dramatic;  entertaining.  Advertising  that 
sells  seats  cheaply  and  effectively.^  it 
NATIONAL  SCREEN  TRAILERS . . . Best  Seller 
in  the  Business! 


n B Ti  0 n H 

C— /W/Z£  0 


SERVICE 


OF  THE  mOUBT/ty 


we  GO  TO  TOWN 
ON  SPECIAL  TRAILERS  TOO! 

Announcement  . . . Holiday  . . . Teaser 
. . . Tie-Up  . . . Merchandise  . . . House 
Policy  Trailers  made  with  the  same 
care  and  thought  you  find  in  all  Na- 
tional Screen  Products.  And  Quick! 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


ft*#-- 


"DANCING  CO-ED"  wifb  Lane 
Turner  ' Richard  Carlson  • Artie ' 
Shaw  and  his  Band  • Ann  Rutherford  ■ 
Lee  Bowman  • Thurston  Hall  . Leon 
Errol  • Directed  by  S.  Sylvan  Simon 
Produced  by  Edgar  Selwyn. 


Dancing  Co-ed 
Sweet  and  Hot!  | 


FRANCHOT  TONE  & ANN  SOTHERN 
in  "FAST  AND  FURIOUS"  with  Ruth 
Hussey  • Lee  Bowman  • Allyn  Joslyn 
John  Miljan  • Bernard  Nedell  • Mary 
Beth  Hughes  • Original  Screen  Play 
by  Harry  Kurnitz  - Directed  by  Busby 
Berkeley  • Produced  by  Frederick 
Stephani. 


Fast  and  Furious 
Swell! 


GRETA  GARBO  in  "NINOTCHKA" 
with  Meivyn  Douglas  • Ina  Claire 
An  Ernst  Lubitsch  Production  • Screen 
Play  by  Charles  Brackett,  Billy  Wilder 
and  Walter  Reisch  • Based  on  the 
Original  Story  by  Melchoir  Lengyel 
Directed  by  Ernst  Lubitsch. 


''Ninotchka'^ 

Surefire! 


Groucho-Chico-Harpo  MARX  BROS. 
"AT  THE  CIRCUS"  with  Kenny  Baker 
Florence  Rice  ‘Eve  Arden  •Margaret 
Dumont  • Nat  Pendleton  • Screen  Play 
by  Irving  Brecher  • Directed  by  Edward 
Buzzell  • A Mervyn  LeRoy  Production. 


Marx  Bros.  ''At 
The  Circus."  Big! 


MICKEY  ROONEY  & JUDY  GARLAND 
in  "BABES  IN  ARMS"  with  Charles 
Winninger  . Guy  Kibbee  . June 
Preisser  . Grace  Hayes  . Betty 
Jaynes  • Douglas  McPhail  . Rand 
Brooks  • Leni  Lynn  . John  Sheffield 
Screen  Play  by  Jack  McGowan  and 
Kay  Van  Riper  • Based  on  the  Ploy 
by  Richard  Rodgers  and  Lorenz 
Hart  • Directed  by  Busby  Berkeley 
Produced  by  Arthur  Freed. 


"Babes  in  Arms 

(You  know  what!] 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYEi 

Turn  to  Pages  22  and  23,  Please 


"Thunder  Afloat" 
Timely  Sensation 


NORMA  SHEARER  • JOAN  CRAW- 
FORD . Rosalind  Russell  in  "THE 
WOMEN"  with  Mary  Boland 
Paulette  Goddard  • Phyllis  Povah 
Joan  Fontaine  - Virginia  Weidler 
Lucile  Watson  - From  the  Play  by 
Clare  Boothe  - By  Arrangement  with 
Max  Gordon  Plays  and  Pictures 
Corporation  - Screen  Play  by  Anita 
Loos  and  Jane  Murfin  - Directed 
by  George  Cukor  - Produced  by 
Hunt  Stromberg. 


The  Women" 

Hold-over  Hit! 


EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  in  "BLACK- 
MAIL" with  Ruth  Hussey  • Gene 
Lockhart  • Bobs  Watson  • Screen 
Play  by  David  Hertz  and  William 
Ludwig  • Directed  by  H.  C.  Potter 
Produced  by  John  W.  Considine,  Jr, 


Blackmail 

Socko! 


WALLACE  BEERY  in  "THUNDER 
AFLOAT"  with  Chester  Morris 
Virginia  Grey  - Screen  Play  by  Wells 
Root  and  Commander  Harvey  Haislip 
Directed  by  George  B.  Seitz  - Pro- 
duced by  J.  Walter  Ruben. 


GO! 

(and  keep  going  because 
this  is  just  Sept  & Oct./) 


Editorial  Offices:  9 rockefeller  plaza,  new 
YORK  city;  Publication  Office:  4804  e.  9th 
ST.,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO.,’  HollyWOOd:  6404  HOLLY- 
WOOD BLVD.;  Chicago:  332  s.  Michigan  blvd. 
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THIS  WAR  NEEDS  ALLIES 


TT  WILL  take  a marshalling  ol  the  entire  industry's  resources  to  meet  the  situation  pre- 
cipitated  by  the  crisis  in  Europe. 


The  preponderant  job,  it  becomes  necessary  to  repeat,  inescapably  leads  to  Holly- 


wood. Like  the  Rome  of  yore,  all  roads  end  there,  no  matter  what  their  signposts  may 
read.  It  is  there  where  extravagance,  born  of  personal  aggrandizement  heading  into 
foolhardy  competition  and  of  judgment  that  belies  the  description,  must  succumb  before  a 
rising  tide  of  brainpower  aware  of  the  circumstances  and  geared  to  meet  them  as  they 
must  be  met.  These  are  emergency  times;  they  will  not  wait  while  indecision  and 
half-hearted  tactics  are  indulged. 

While  it  will  cut  deeply  and  let  the  blood  flow  freely,  the  scalpel  will  not  save  the 
patient  if  the  kind  of  surgery  that  wields  it  hacks  away  at  stenographers,  clerks  and  jani- 
tors. This  is  the  sort  of  operating  which  eases  the  bookkeeping  conscience,  yet  stays 
clearly  and  deliberately  away  from  the  roots  of  the  trouble  and,  by  default,  permits 
those  roots  to  further  flower.  This  is  not  the  method  and  to  point  it  out  marks  the  de- 
generation of  this  column  into  the  palpably  obvious.  So  much  for  that. 

The  war  in  films,  however,  has  another  phase.  It  deals  with  the  exhibitor  and  it  bears 
on  what  sort  of  an  ally  he  proposes  being  in  this  conflict  of  readjustment.  He  cannot,  with 
any  justice,  sit  back  and  regard  the  issue  as  one  which  producer  and  distributor  alone 
have  to  straighten  out.  The  exhibitor,  if  he  is  still  kidding  himself,  had  better  make  a 
pass  at  his  own  jaw  and  wake  up  to  a realization  that  he,  too,  is  very  much  involved. 

He  ought  to  be  considering  where  he  fits  in  and  thinking  about  a step  or  two  that 
he  can  undertake  for  the  general  good.  He  might  realize  a time  has  come  when  he 
must  go  back  to  work  and  to  loosen  up  on  the  divine-right-of-profit  theory.  It  may  not  be 
so  easy  for  him  from  September  1 on. 

The  exhibitor,  for  instance,  might  analyze  the  product  more  carefully.  If  he  does,  he 
may  discover  a lot  of  attractions  have  a longer  and  more  useful  life  than  he  credits;  that 
might  lead  into  more  extended  playing  time.  He  might,  and  probably  would,  discover 
how  inadequate  his  advertising  is  and  how  little  he  does,  in  full  conformance  with  the 
long-prevailing  theory  ''they'll  come  anyway."  He  could,  with  definite  results  to  his  busi- 
ness, shake  himself  out  of  his  lethargy  and  take  the  cobwebs  out  of  his  operation. 
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SALES  HOLD  LEVELS,  DISTRIBUTORS  ASSERT; 

NO  SHIFT  IN  PRICE  FORMULAS  ON  HORIZON 


May  Adopt  Code  Highlights 

New  York — Intimating  Universal  may  turn  to  code  highlights  for  formalized  in- 
clusion in  its  sales  policy,  Nate  I.  Blumberg,  upon  his  return  from  a three-month 
stay  on  the  coast,  states,  "I  don't  say  we  will  not  adopt  the  principles  of  the  code, 
but  we  have  been  operating  with  exhibitors  on  a fair  policy  for  almost  two  years." 

Code  adoption  by  other  majors  has  been  generally  accepted  as  in  the  bag. 
Metro  announced  its  plan  this  week,  which  is  detailed  starting  on  this  page.  Herman 
Wobber,  20th-Fox  sales  head,  in  a telegram  to  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  ad- 
vises that  his  company  will  include  an  optional  arbitration  clause  in  new  contracts. 
He  tells  Brandt  that  clearance  and  overbuying  cannot  be  included  in  contract  terms 
but  that  the  company  proposes  adjusting  injustices  where  they  appear. 

M-G-M  Incorporates  Code 
Essentials  in  Sales  Plan 


See  Terms  of  the  Buy  as 
Reason  for  Slowness 
In  Some  Spots 

New  York — Reports  that  the  war  is 
slowing  selling  because  of  producer  un- 
certainty over  future  plans  are  scoffed  at 
by  general  sales  managers.  If  there  have 
been  delays,  and  it  is  admitted  there  have 
been  in  specific  situations,  the  reasons 
trace  to  other  sources,  they  declare.  By 
that,  they  mean  terms  of  the  buy. 

Insofar  as  major  circuit  deals  are  con- 
cerned, negotiations  are  continuing  with- 
out interruption  and  without  any  known 
changes  in  price  formulas  discussed  before 
the  Second  World  War  broke  out. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  a Boxoffice  check- 
up reveals  selling  in  the  metropolitan  area 
which  has  frequently  wielded  an  influ- 
ence in  territories  far  removed  from  the 
local  scene  has  taken  a turn  for  the  bet- 
ter from  the  distributors’  point  of  view  in 
the  last  three  weeks.  And  again,  no  changes 
possibly  induced  by  war  conditions  abroad 
on  the  domestic  scene,  are  noted. 

Various  exchanges  report  deals  closed 
with  important  independent  chains  here, 
such  as  Skouras,  Randforce,  Consolidated, 
Fabian,  Prudential,  Cocalis,  Rosenblatt- 
Welt,  Century,  Snaper  and  others.  Dis- 
tributors say  they  are  proceeding  at  about 
the  same  volume  which  denoted  their  ac- 
tivities prior  to  Labor  Day. 

Careful  investigation  brings  to  light  not 
a single  instance  here  of  a cancellation 
arrangement  exceeding  10  per  cent,  which 
is  the  bracket  pursued  for  seasons  past. 
There,  likewise,  appears  to  be  no  altera- 
tion in  clearance  schedules  beyond  those 
instances  where  a lodged  complaint  finds 
the  distributor  generally  in  a frame  of 
mind  to  make  adjustments  provided  his 
sales  pattern  surrounding  the  complain- 
ing situation  is  not  too  seriously  checkered. 

Since  this  is  a double  feature  territory, 
cancellations  beyond  10  per  cent  are  not  a 
vital  issue.  Theatremen,  in  the  main,  need 
all  the  product  they  can  get  their  hands 
on,  this  condition  prevailing  to  a degree 
where  even  the  existing  10  per  cent  bracket 
is  infrequently  exercised. 

Although  published  reports  credit  dis- 
tributors with  plans  to  incorporate  high- 


lights of  the  code  into  contracts  for  the 
new  season,  there  is,  by  way  of  a counter 
opinion,  the  belief  of  the  attorney  for  one 
of  the  majors  who  informs  Boxoffice  the 
only  provision  that  can  be  so  included 
covers  cancellations.  This,  he  figures, 
could  run  anywhere  from  10  to  20  per  cent, 
but  again  theatre  requirements  become  the 
dominant  factor.  Narrowing  down  his 
approach  to  the  experience  of  his  own 
company,  this  informant  declares  there  is 
nary  a single  instance  of  a deal  where  the 
exhibitor  has  asked  anything  beyond  10 
per  cent  “kill-offs.” 

Whether  or  not  there  will  be  a general 
major  company  swing  to  arbitration 
clauses  in  new  contract  forms  is  not  at 
all  clear.  It  is  pointed  out  most  com- 
panies have  included  such  a clause.  Under 
the  law,  it,  of  course,  provides  for  volun- 
tary arbitration  and  normally  is  subject 
to  elimination  before  any  contract  for 
film  service  is  signed. 

The  concentration  on  sales  in  the  field 
is  now  intensifying,  now  that  the  major 
deals  are  virtually  set  in  all  directions  and 
with  all  companies.  Few  district  and 
branch  managers  from  out  of  New  York 
were  in  town  during  the  week.  According 
to  sales  managers,  “The  men  are  busy 
making  deals.  Now  that  the  bulk  of  cir- 
cuit contracts  are  finished  or  set,  the 
forces  are  concentrating  on  local  deals.” 


New  York — M-G-M,  in  one  fell  swoop, 
now  determines  to  operate  under  the  es- 
sentials of  the  trade  practice  code. 

Action  long  anticipated  on  individual 
code  adoption  became  a fact  late  Tues- 
day when  the  company  declared  itself  and 
its  platform.  It  marks  the  second  of  the 
majors  along  this  line,  Warner  having 
been  first  a handful  of  weeks  ago. 

The  probabilities  are  now  that  other 
companies,  properly  spacing  their  decision 
in  order  to  avoid  any  implication  of  copy- 
ing their  competitors  will  fall  into  the 
same  groove. 

Possibly  the  highlight  of  the  declaration 
is  an  increased  and  “unrestricted”  elimin- 
ation bracket  which  starts  at  10  per  cent 
where  the  average  rental  is  in  excess  of 
$250,  jumps  to  15  per  cent  where  the  ren- 
tal average  is  in  excess  of  $100  and  not 
more  than  $250  and,  finally,  to  20  per  cent 
where  the  average  is  $100  or  less. 

Score  charges  are  out  on  contracts  for 
1939-40  when  signed  after  January  1 of 
this  year.  Where  guarantees  are  given, 
the  company  declares  “it  wiU  recognize 
the  desires  of  its  customers  to  select  days 
of  their  choice  for  the  showing  of  per- 
centage pictures.”  This  makes  it  clear 
M-G-M  is  adhering  to  its  announced  policy 
on  percentage  attractions,  but  extending 
to  its  customers  a selectivity  under  a 
formula  providing  for  guarantees.  The 
optional  arbitration  clause  will  remain  in 
contracts  for  service,  as  well. 

Made  public  as  a company  announce- 
ment and  with  no  specific  reference  to 
William  F.  Rodgers,  probably  the  strong- 
est adherent  among  the  majors  for  code 
adoption,  the  statement  reads: 

“M-G-M  reaffirms  its  previously  an- 
nounced policy  of  not  insisting  upon  short 
subject,  newsreel  or  trailer  representation 
as  a condition  of  licensing  its  feature  pro- 
ductions, and  to  those  who  do  lease  these 
(Continued  on  page  36) 


Brandt  Gallops  to  Code  Rescue 

New  York — While  declining  to  reveal  details,  Harry  Brandt.  ITOA  president, 
informs  BOXOFFICE  his  organization  is  promulgating  a well-defined  plan  to  rescue 
the  distributors'  proposed  trade  practice  code. 

“We  are  working  on  a progressive  plan  that  is  designed  to  clear  up  the  whoie 
mess,"  Brandt  says.  “Thurman  Arnold  must  be  made  to  realize  the  seriousness  of 
our  position  and  we  believe  he  would  like  to  clear  up  the  some  mess." 

Brandt  states  he  may  be  in  a position  to  report  on  the  plan  in  about  a week. 
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now  that  the  first  flush  of  excitement  over  the  out- 
break of  the  war  in  Europe  has  given  way  to  more 
calm  reflection,  the  immediate  and  future  outlooks 
on  the  situation's  effects  upon  the  American  motion  pic- 
ture industry  are  brighter.  This  is  not  to  say  that  the 
problem — that  of  making  outgo  meet  income,  or  vice 
versa — ^has  been  solved;  but  the  course  to  its  solution 
seems  quite  clearly  indicated. 

Briefly,  production  costs  will  have  to  be  reduced; 
greater  revenue  will  be  expected  from  the  North  Amer- 
ican market. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  problem  is  largely  one  for  the 
producer  to  solve;  yet  it  is  also  a problem  in  which 
the  exhibitor  must  be  vitally  interested,  for,  to  reduce 
production  costs  at  the  expense  of  quality  and  ade- 
quate quantity  of  films  would  be  fatal  to  exhibitor  in- 
terests— and  to  the  industry  at  large.  In  the  second  in- 
stance, while  the  distributor  is  involved,  the  exhibitor 
from  whom  the  increased  revenue  is  expected  has  a very 
great  concern;  particularly  since  even  before  now  there 
has  been  complaint  of  too  high  film  rentals.  Let  it  further 
be  said  that  this  traffic  will  bear  only  so  much  and  that 
the  American  exhibitor  cannot  be  expected  to  carry  the 
brunt  of  the  burden  and  to  do  it  alone.  All  in  all,  one 
hand  must  wash  the  other.  Each  branch  of  this  business 
is  interdependent  upon  the  other.  And  to  solve  a com- 
mon problem,  one  so  vital  as  is  the  current  one  arising 
out  of  the  European  situation,  all  branches  must  work 
hand-in-hand  together. 

Retrenchment  in  production  can  come  comparatively 
easily.  It  calls  merely  for  the  elimination  of  excesses 
and  wastes.  Hollywood  long  has  been  guilty  of  bound- 
less extravagances;  of  expenditures  that  have  added  to 
the  costs  but  not  always  to  the  quality  of  productions; 
of  wastefulness  that  has  affected  every  phase  of  picture 
making  from  purchase  of  story  on  up  the  line.  Ridiculous 
overbidding  for  story  properties  and  for  talent;  careless 
and  inadequate  story  preparation  that  caused  produc- 
tion delays,  retakes  and  even  remakes;  the  afterthought 
shooting  of  sequences  "off  the  cuff"  that  are  put  through 
at  princely  costs  only  to  be  left  out  of  the  final  cutting 
of  the  film,  etc.,  etc.  Hollywood  knows  full  well  its  waste- 
ful faults.  They  have  been  pointed  to  many  times  in 
these  pages.  Now  there  is  additional  and  urgent  reason 
to  eliminate  them. 

Retrenchment  in  production  does  not  entail  reduction 
in  quality.  On  the  contrary,  wisely  and  sanely  applied. 


it  can  enhance  the  quality  of  productions.  Producers 
are  issuing  their  assurances  that  production  quality  will 
be  maintained;  that  quantity  likewise  will  be  kept  apace. 
But,  even  should  there  be  a reduction  in  the  number 
of  pictures,  that  may  be  a boon  rather  than  a bugbear. 
For  are  not  a number  of  the  industry's  ills  laid  to  over- 
production? 

Production  curtailment,  if  it  comes,  may  be  applied  to 
pictures  that  have  been  made  largely  with  the  foreign 
markets  in  view.  This  should  please  American  exhibitors 
who  have  been  complaining  that  this  type  of  production 
is  money-losing  for  them. 

The  “dollar"  that  comes  in  through  the  American  box- 
office  tills  pays  for  everything  and  there  is  supposed  to 
be  a profit  left  over.  To  expect  this  same  dollar  to  be 
stretched  to  cover  the  producers'  losses  through  shrink- 
age of  the  foreign  markets  is  not  so  unusual  as  it  is 
dangerous.  If  profits  are  taken  out  of  American  exhibi- 
tion, the  backbone  structure  of  this  entire  industry  is 
placed  in  jeopardy.  There  is  no  gain  in  robbing  Peter 
to  pay  Paul.  Yet,  to  face  facts,  and  in  the  common  in- 
terest, if  more  revenue  must  be  provided  by  the  Ameri- 
can market,  the  American  picture  dollar  must  be  made 
bigger;  the  greater  revenue  cannot  come  out  of  that  dol- 
lar in  its  present  size. 

This  calls  for  a return  to  fundamentals:  Good  pictures 
and  good  showmanship.  Producers  must  be  looked  to 
to  supply  the  former  and  exhibitors  to  apply  the  latter. 
Good  showmanship  means  more  than  just  exploitation. 
It  calls  first  for  judicious  booking  and  playing  of  pictures. 
And  then  selling  them  for  all  they  are  worth.  The  results 
will  be  commensurate  with  the  effort. 

This  is  not  theory.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  demon- 
strated in  quite  a number  of  recent  instances  where  not 
only  big  attractions  but  even  minor  ones  have  been 
backed  with  good  merchandizing  and  extra  showman- 
ship effort.  This  extra  effort  is  the  key  to  increased  patron- 
age— the  answer  to  the  problem  of  making  boxoffice  in- 
take bigger. 

Benefits  now  unseen  and  unpredictable  will  accrue  to 
every  branch  of  the  industry  from  the  "buckling  down" 
that  war  times  invoke.  And,  with  judicious  application, 
these  same  benefits  can  be  carried  forward  into  peace 
times. 
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STRICTLY  in  the  film  tradition  is 
the  inside  story  of  the  first  ef- 
fort at  a salary  slash  beginning  at 
the  top — and  in  Hollywood. 

The  suggestion  tied  in  with  a plan 
providing  for  a twenty-five  per  cent 
cut  in  areas  where  millions  an- 
nually would  have  been  saved.  It 
progressed  to  a point,  which  was 
practically  no  point  at  all,  where  the 
head  of  one  major  studio  killed  the 
idea  by  refusing  to  subscribe.  To 
the  spokesman,  he  said: 

"It  isn't  necessary.  We  have  made 
plans  here  which  will  save  the  com- 
pany $1,500,000  a year.  And  with- 
out cutting  executive  salaries,  too." 
The  spokesman  now: 

"If  that  is  true,  why  didn't  you  do 
it  last  year  and  the  year  before?" 
Golden  silence  followed. 

And  Counterpoint 

Joan  Crawford  in  "Look:" 

"In  'Dance,  Fools,  Dance,'  made 
soon  after  'Our  Dancing  Daughters,' 
I had  a rather  new,  but  handsome 
leading  man,  named  Clark  Gable. 
He  is,  I think,  the  most  considerate 
and  sweetest  person  I have  ever 
played  opposite  on  the  screen." 

Sidney  Skolsky  in  his  "Gossipel 
Truth"  column  which  runs  in  The 
Post  in  New  York: 

"Clark  Gable  doesn't  want  to  play 
in  'Not  Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep' 
because  Joan  Crawford  is  to  be  the 
leading  lady." 

For  Kern  County 

Skolsky  also  reports  Darryl  Za- 
nuck  had  a detective  agency  check 
conditions  of  the  migratory  workers 
described  by  John  Steinbeck  in 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  on  the  theory 
20th  Century-Fox  would  not  make 
the  film  until  Zanuck  was  certain 
of  the  facts.  Steinbeck  asked  the 
producer  what  he  had  discovered. 
"That  conditions  are  much  worse 
even  than  you  reported,"  Zanuck  is 
declared  to  have  told  Steinbeck. 

The  Kern  County  (Calif.)  Chamber 
of  Commerce  which  recently  de- 
cided to  improve  the  lot  of  the 
migratory  horde  by  throwing  the 
Steinbeck  book  out  of  its  libraries 
might  want  to  know. 

And  Why  Not? 

The  Associated  Press  reports  the 
"Wyanet,  111.,  Record,"  a weekly, 
appeared  the  other  issue  with  one 
page  of  a four-page  section  blank 


except  for  the  following  in  small 
type,  "Don't  laugh.  We  had  a helluva 
time  filling  the  other  three  pages." 

Hollywood,  always  on  the  alert  for 
new  ideas,  might  consider  the  sug- 
gestion. Simple,  too.  Merely  drop 
Reels  2,  3 and  4 and  bridge  the  gap 
between  Reel  1 and  the  last  third 
with  a title.  Nobody  would  miss 
them.  This  also  could  be  a way  to 
lower  negative  costs. 

More  on  "Oomph" 

One  sentence  description  of  Susan 
Hayward,  as  seen  through  the  type- 
writer of  a friendly  Paramount  press 
agent:  "A  riotously  exciting  young 
lady  of  tantalizing  appeal." 

Anyhow  and  regardless.  Miss 
Hayward,  aware  of  all  this  upsurge 
in  "oomph,"  has  a message.  For  its 
significance,  it  is  reprinted: 

''I've  got  'oomph'  in  large  quanti- 
ties. I don't  wish  to  say  I've  got  more 
than  either  Miss  Sheridan  or  Miss 
Duval.  That,  I believe,  is  for  the  pub- 
lic to  decide.  I do  know,  however, 
that  I've  got  everything  they've  got." 

Word  to  Susie:  Don't  worry.  The 
public  will  decide,  all  right. 

Sound,  as  Usual 

The  highlight  of  Nick  Schenck's 
statement  on  the  war  and  films  is 
well  worth  repeating: 

"At  this  moment,  it  would  be  foolish 
for  anyone  to  think  that  our  company 
— or  any  other  major  company — will 
curtail  production  or  lower  the  quality 
of  pictures  for  the  reason  that  the 
producing  companies  ore  themselves 
large  exhibitors  and  have  three  or 
four  times  as  much  capital  invested  in 
theatres  as  in  production.  If  we  are 
to  operate  our  theatres,  successfully, 
we  must  have  outstanding  pictures 
and  plenty  of  them." 

Typhoon,  Alright 

Hollywood  flash: 

"The  scanty  garment  Dorothy  La- 
mour  will  wear  in  'Typhoon'  is  not  a 
sarong,  after  all.  It  is  called  a Lava 
Lava  and  is  more  abbreviated  than 
the  sarong  which  the  Paramount  star 
made  famous."  My,  my! 

Nature  Note 

From  the  press  factory: 

"Big  Boy,  the  640  pound  bear  who 
will  have  an  important  role  in  the 
next  Ray  Milland-Patricia  Morison 
picture.  Paramount's  'Untamed,'  drinks 
a quart  of  orange  juice  every  morn- 
ing." 

No  coffee  and  toast? 
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e with  me  to  ^ 

^XI  and  enjoy  a 
fe  BALI  HOLIDAY! 


Meet  those  beautiful 
Balinese  Ladies 


Take  a peek 
at  ROMANCE 


And  have  a Wonderful  Vacation  from  all  your  worries 


FMS  BY  DROVES  IN  SIGHT;  281  FEATURES 
SHOOTING,  FIOTSHED  OR  SET;  DRAMAS  LEAD 


Who  Is  Making  What 


Dramas* 

Comedies 

Musicals 

Westerns 

Others 

Columbia 

10 

4 

1 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  . 

15 

9 

4 

Monogram 

I 

5 

2 

Paramount  

32 

10 

3 

7 

1 

Prod.  Pictures  Corp. 

RKO  Radio 

5 

20 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Republic  

4 

2 

7 

20th  Century-Fox 

. - 1611 

12 

2 

2 

United  Artists 

18 

5 

1 

Universal 

1911 

7 

5 

Warner  Bros. 

37 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 





Totals 

177 

56 

10 

31 

7 

*Includes  melodramas  and  comedy-dramas. 

^Includes  reissues,  two  for  Universal,  one  for  20th-Fox. 


M-G-M — “Diamonds  Are  Dangerous,” 
“Thunder  Afloat.” 


Studio  Production  Status 
Indicates  Abundance 
Product  for  Months 

New  York — Dutifully  impressed  with  the 
imperative  need  to  cut  waste  without  im- 
pairing the  visible  evidences  of  the  opul- 
ence of  the  production  dollar,  Hollywood 
is  settling  into  its  groove  with  281  features 
shooting,  finished,  planned  or  set  for  re- 
lease. 

The  “planned”  group  takes  into  con- 
sideration only  those  attractions  definitely 
scheduled  for  production  and  ignores 
promises  that  deal  with  indefinite  futures. 

The  “release”  classification  includes 
those  on  which  dates  have  been  set  thus 
far,  beginning  with  September  23  and  end- 
ing only  where  the  distributor  himself  can- 
not furnish  the  specific  information. 

The  conclusion  is  it  looks  like  plenty  of 
product  for  months  to  come. 

Trend  May  Shift 

Thus  far,  and  on  the  basis  of  product 
shooting,  finished  or  set  for  release,  war 
themes  are  not  as  prominent  as  general 
trade  impressions  trailing  the  outbreak  of 
the  Second  World  War  believed.  To  this, 
however,  there  must  be  added  a note  of 
caution.  It  is  the  same  note  of  caution 
and  reserve  with  which  Boxoffice  is 
cloaking  all  forecasts  for  the  industry  as 
a result  of  war  conditions  overseas.  The 
anticipation  is  that  whole  war  stories  are 
relatively  few  and  completely  unimpres- 
sive numerically  by  comparison  with  the 
177  di'amas,  including  melodramas  and 
comedy-dramas  in  sight,  this  trend  prob- 
ably will  undergo  a shift  which  will  under- 
line into  the  war  angle  with  far  greater 
prominence. 

The  “war  babies”  thus  far  include  these, 
with  others  no  doubt  immediately  in  mind: 

Cclumbic. — “U  Boat  29.” 


Monogram — “The  Fight  for  Peace.” 

Paramount — “Disputed  Passage.” 

Producers  Pictures — “Hitler — Beast  of 
Berlin.” 

Radio — “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  “Ram- 
parts We  Watch.” 

20th-Fox — “Father  Duffy,”  “20,000  Men 
a Year,”  “Road  to  Glory,”  reissue,  and 
“First  World  War.” 

United  Artists — “Ordeal,”  “Personal  His- 
tory,” “Blackout  Over  Europe,”  “Produc- 
tion No.  6”  and  “The  Real  Glory.” 

Universal — “All  Quiet  on  the  Western 
Front”  and  “The  Road  Back,”  reissues. 

Warner — “Espionage  Agent,”  “Under- 
ground,” “Dress  Parade,”  “Fighting  69th,” 
and  “Uncle  Sam  Awakens.” 

On  the  basis  of  facts  gathered  in  Holly- 
wood and  in  New  York  by  Boxoffice  re- 
porters, the  drama  division  is  far  and 
away  in  the  lead.  Warner  alone  has  37 
in  this  division,  with  Paramount  second 
at  32  and  RKO  third  with  20.  The  stu- 
dios are  heavily  on  the  side  of  this  en- 


tertainment equation. 

Comedies,  a number  of  them  with  a 
generous  sprinkling  of  music,  run  to  56 
from  all  known  sources,  according  to  cur- 
rent plans.  Twentieth-Fox  leads  with  12, 
while  Paramount  falls  into  second  groove 
with  10  and  M-G-M  into  third  with  nine. 

In  the  straight  musical  classification, 
M-G-M  is  top  kick  with  four.  Paramount 
is  runner-up  with  three.  Republic  has  two 
and  Warner  one.  The  other  companies  re- 
port no  enterprise  in  this  direction. 

Westerns  total  31.  Paramount  and  Re- 
public lead  with  seven  each.  Universal  is 
in  No.  2 spot  with  five,  as  is  Monogram 
with  the  identical  number.  M-G-M,  UA 
and  Warner  do  not  go  in  for  this  type  of 
film  except  in  the  instance  of  larger-bud- 
geted outdoor  films  such  as  the  Warner- 
projected  “Virginia  City”  which  perhaps 
might  be  catalogued  as  a western. 

In  every  instance,  the  data  was  furnished 
by  the  producer  and  distributor.  For  this 
purpose,  Boxoffice  merely  served  as  the 
clearing  house  and  the  compiler  on  behalf 
of  the  assembled  results. 


From  Adventure  to  Horror,  Romance  to  War 


Hollyw'cod — A roundup  of  the  production  situation,  double  checked  with  New  York  to  embrace  pictures  set  for  release  on  or 
after  September  23,  establishes  pretty  quickly  that  the  studios  are  standing  by  the  usual  types  of  stories,  but  with  a slight  emphasis 
on  yarns  with  war  angles. 

In  the  drama  division,  films  definitely  on  schedule,  started,  shooting,  completed  or  already  down  for  release  include  this  story 
range:  Adventure,  biography,  detective,  documentary,  domestic,  gangster,  historical,  horror,  outdoor,  prison,  romantic,  sea,  spy  and 


war.  The  comedy  breakdown  embraces  these 
And  now  the  detail: 

Columbia 

Those  Hiffh  Grey  Walls — Walter  Connolly  and  Iris 
Meredith. 

Scandal  Sheet — Otto  Kruger  and  Ona  Munson. 
I'-Boat  29 — -Conrad  Veidt  and  Valerie  Hobson. 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington — Jean  Arthur  and 
James  Stewart. 

Incredible  Mr.  Williams — Joan  Blondell  and 
Melvyn  Douglas. 

Illicit  Cargo — Jack  Holt  and  Eduardo  Ciannelli. 
Missing  Daughters — No  cast  des  gnated. 

Cop  Troin  Hell’s  Kitchen — No  cast  designated. 

Tree  of  Liberty — No  cast  designated. 

Street  of  Missing  Women — Ann  Dvorak. 


types:  College,  detective,  domestic,  gangster. 


Dramas 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Dancing  Co-eds — Lana  Turner  and  Richard  Carlson. 
Ninotchka — Greta  Garbo  and  Melvyn  Douglas. 
Tatsy — Virginia  Weidler  and  Henry  Hull. 

<ione  With  the  AVind — Clark  Gable  and  Vivien 
Le;gh. 

Judge  IIar<ly  and  Son — Mickey  Rooney  and  Lewis 
♦Includes  melodramas  and  comedy-dramas. 


mystery,  newspaper,  romantic  and  satirical. 


Stone. 

Northwest  Passage — Spencer  Tracy  and  Robert 
Young. 

Secret  of  Dr.  Kildare — Lew  Ayres. 

Not  Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep — Clark  Gable  and 
Joan  Crawford. 

Nick  Carter— Walter  Pidgeon  and  Rita  Johnson. 
Salute  to  Courage — Joan  Crawford. 

The  Shop  Around  the  Corner — Margaret  Sullavan, 
James  Stewart. 

Monogram 

Crashing  Thru — James  Newell,  Jean  Carmen. 

(Continued  on  page  30) 
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MERCUBIAL  RISE  IN  GENERAL  RDSINESS  SEEN 
AS  EARLY  SIGN  THEATRES  HEAD  FOR  A BOOM 


Executive  Opinion  Holds 
Grosses  May  Soar  in 
War  Expenditures 


New  York — Reputable  film  observers 
declare  initial  evidences  of  v^hat  they  are 
confident  will  result  in  a nationwide  boom 
in  American  exhibition  already  are  dis- 
playing themselves  although  the  Second 
World  War  is  only  three  weeks  old. 

Executive  opinion  c r o s s-sectionally 
agrees  theatre  business  in  this  country  will 
spurt  on  the  strength  of  the  indeterminate 
millions,  and  probably  billions,  to  be  spent 
here  by  the  Allied  nations  on  commodities. 
Considerable  interest  is  aroused  in  a news 
roundup  conducted  nationally  by  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  which  concludes  “workers 
have  been  called  back  to  factories,  ships 
and  mines  by  tens  of  thousands  in  a^war- 
time  acceleration  of  business  recovery.” 

Heavy  backlogs  of  unfilled  orders  in 
steel,  shipbuilding,  aircraft  manufacture, 
textiles  and  other  industries  indicate  the 
possibility  that  many  more  thousands 
might  be  restored  to  payrolls  from  fur- 
loughs and  the  relief  lists,  the  A.  P.  finds. 

Back-to-Work  March 

Reports  gathered  in  Atlanta,  Boston, 
Chicago,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Philadelphia, 
Youngstown,  Ohio  and  other  manufactur- 
ing centers  convey  a march  back  to  work, 
hastened  by  a torrent  of  war-buying  un- 
loosed two  weeks  ago  on  the  Anglo-French 
declaration  of  war  against  Germany,  the 
news  association  discovers. 

Partially  obscured  is  the  percentage  of 
revived  business  activity  normally  experi- 
enced after  Labor  Day,  but  business  men 
interviewed  by  A.  P.  reporters  say  it  is 
apparent  a genuine  dent  is  being  made  in 
the  10,000,000  column  of  the  unemployed. 

Eliminating  further  stimulus  which  may 
be  derived  from  changes  in  the  neutrality 
act  and  a diversion  of  overseas  commerce 
from  countries  at  war  to  the  United  States, 
the  Associated  Press  credits  analysts  with 
noting  an  upswing  on  these  foundations: 

1.  — Estimates  of  $1,000,000,000  or 
more  in  unfilled  orders  in  shipbuilding 
and  aircraft  manufacturing  industries, 
where  armament  and  merchant  ma- 
rine business  was  booming  months  be- 
fore Germany  invaded  Poland. 

2.  — A huge  accumulation  of  orders 
for  forward  delivery  in  textiles,  rated 
by  some  trades  the  largest  since  the 
World  War  inflation  years. 

3.  — One  of  the  largest  steel  backlogs 
in  history,  derived  in  part  from  what 
trade  reports  called  a “tremendous” 
wave  of  buying  on  the  war  news. 

4.  — The  highest  level  of  residential 
building  since  1929,  supplemented  by 
evidence  of  a moderate  increase  in 
expenditures  for  factory  and  office 
construction  and  the  prospect  that 


Expect  to  Recoup 
In  Canada 

New  York — Distribution  experts  sav 
the  step-up  in  employment  in  Canada 
caused  by  the  demand  by  England  for 
commodities  and  foodstuffs,  coupled 
with  the  virtual  elimination  of  competi- 
tion from  British  films  as  a result  of  the 
shutdown  of  production  overseas,  will 
more  than  offset  the  loss  incurred  by 
the  drop  in  the  rate  of  exchange  of  the 
Canadian  dollar.  Distributors  have 
been  suffering  a loss  of  approximately 
10  per  cent  in  the  rate  of  exchange 
since  the  Second  World  War. 


these  may  increase  as  available  capac- 
ity is  used. 

5.  — Hastening  of  capital  outlay  for 
utility  and  rail  equipment,  both  con- 
sidered large  reservoirs  of  deferred 
demand. 

6.  — Stimulating  in  mining,  notably 
iron  ore  and  coal,  to  meet  larger  in- 
dustrial needs  and  the  urge  to  ac- 
cumulative stocks  as  protection  against 
possible  war-time  prices. 

7.  — An  earlier-than-usual  produc- 
tion season  on  1940  automobiles,  felt 
widely  in  allied  fields. 

“These  forces  are  reflected  in  the  re- 
ports of  late  job  and  business  gains  from 
many  communities,  especially  the  speed- 
ing up  in  steel,  rail  equipment  spending 
and  machine-making  activities.  Steel 
rail  orders  last  week  were  said  in  trade 
circles  to  have  been  the  largest  in  years 
for  a comparable  period,  totaling  more 
than  100,000  tons,”  the  Associated  Press 
continues. 

Shipbuilding  Boom 

“The  shipbuilding  backlog  was  aug- 
mented by  the  closing  of  bids  on  33  cargo 
boats,  aggregating  152,000  tons.  A can- 
vass of  opinion  among  editors  of  business 
publications  by  Associated  Business  Papers, 
Inc.,  representing  150  organs,  showed  a 
consensus  that  industry  might  face  a brief 
period  of  contraction  after  the  first  flush 
of  the  war  buying  waned,  to  be  followed 
by  another  surge  forward  and  ‘sharp  rise 
in  certain  industries.’ 

“Such  conditions,  observers  said,  might 
alter  importantly  the  relief  problems  in 
many  places,  particularly  where  heavy  in- 
dustry predominates.  Some  reports  indi- 
cated that  recovery  had  already  progressed 
to  a point  where  further  gains  would  bring 
striking  increases  in  new  jobs  because 
heretofore  the  advance  had  meant  mainly 
lengthening  of  working  hours  for  those  al- 
ready on  pay  rolls.” 

Coupled  with  its  general  probing  into 
the  immediate  future,  the  A.  P.  analysis 
goes  specifically  afield  and  further  seeks 
to  support  its  conclusions  by  reporting  ac- 
tivities in  24  cities.  They  follow: 


Wire  Service  Roundup  of 
Conditions  Excites 
Trade  Interest 


Albany — Cement  plants  report  upturn 
and  best  business  “in  several  years;”  glove 
makers  benefit  from  shifts  in  orders  away 
from  warring  countries;  Port  Henry  ore 
companies  see  gain  in  exports. 

Atlanta — The  Georgia  Power  Company 
electricity  output  is  at  record;  rising  pro- 
duction trend  is  seen  in  textile  and  cotton 
oil  mills. 

Augusta,  Me. — Gradual  re-employment 
reported  in  some  shoe,  textile  and  electric 
equipment  plants  working  on  increased 
orders. 

Baltimore — The  Bethlehem  Steel  Spar- 
rows Point  plant  reports  operations  100 
per  cent  of  capacity  with  300  men  added 
in  the  past  week  to  20,000  already  working 
full  time;  shipways  crowded  with  new 
boats  building;  Baltimore  and  Ohio  re- 
called 800  furloughed  men  for  equipment 
work;  Glenn  L.  Martin  Company  employed 
4,000  in  last  three  months  for  aircraft  ex- 
pansion. 

Boston — The  Associated  Industi'ies  of 
Massachusetts  reports  “material”  gain  in 
business;  three  New  Bedford  mills,  em- 
ploying 1,700,  have  reopened  in  recent 
months. 

Buffalo — Curtis  Aircraft  received  a $13,- 
000,000  government  order  for  pursuit 
planes.  Bell  Aircraft  reported  500  to  1,000 
additional  men  to  ba  taken  on  in  the  next 
six  months.  Pour  steel  mills  recalled  an 
estimated  1,000  workers.  Lakes  shipping 
was  active. 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — West  Virginia  Labor 
Department  described  employment  situa- 
tion as  “probably  better  than  at  any  time 
in  recent  years.”  Coal  mines  adding  to 
forces. 

Chicago — The  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
western  divisions  recalled  800  car  builders 
and  shop  workers.  Illinois  Central  an- 
nounced an  $8,000,000  equipment  program. 
Gary  steel  mills  are  increasing  working 
forces.  Martin  Durkin,  state  labor  direc- 
tor, said  the  demand  had  increased  for 
skilled  men. 

Cincinnati — The  machine  tool  industry 
was  busy;  trade  circles  hear  one  tool 
maker  plans  a $1,000,000  plant  expansion. 

Clevelomd — Tool  makers,  at  boom  tempo, 
led  the  way  in  the  general  upturn,  some 
going  24  hours  a day  partly  to  fill  foreign 
orders.  Steel  mills  restored  jobs  to  some 
men  idle  for  two  years.  Airplane  parts 
plants  opened  the  production  thiottle 
wide.  More  boats  were  put  in  order  to 
handle  iron  ore  movements.  Relief  execu- 
tives reported  many  left  the  rolls  to  return 
to  factories. 

Columbus,  Ohio — The  Ohio  Bureau  of 
(Continued  on  page  30) 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  23,  1939 


9 


BRITISH  THEATREMEN'S  WARTIME  CANCELING 
PRIVILEGE  CAUSING  MAJORS  GRAVE  CONCERN 


Fear  Many  Exhibitors  May 
Take  Advantage  of  the 
Contract  War  Clause 

London — One  of  the  chief  worries  fac- 
ing American  distributors  here  is  the 
clause  contained  in  exhibition  contracts 
providing  for  cancellation  in  case  of  war. 
What  the  distributors  fear  is  that  many 
exhibitors  may  take  advantage  of  the 
situation  and  perhaps  attempt  to  profit 
by  it. 

D.  L.  Griffiths,  formerly  in  charge  of 
First  National,  is  carrying  on  as  president 
of  the  Kinematograph  Renters’  Society.  At 
Griffiths’  suggestion,  the  KRS  and  Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors’  Ass’n  have  agreed 
to  resume  the  execution  of  contracts  at 
the  point  where  they  left  off  when  thea- 
tres were  closed. 

Necessary  machinery  has  been  set  up  by 
both  organizations  to  prevent  exhibitors 
from  canceling  out  contracts  they  are  not 
inclined  to  fulfill. 

Watch  Exchange  Situation 

In  the  meantime,  the  KRS  and  the  cen- 
sor board  may  take  over  Langley  Park,  a 
large  estate  near  the  Pinewood  studios,  as 
general  industry  headquarters. 

American  representatives  are  watching 
the  exchange  situation  very  closely.  Ac- 
cording to  one  executive,  some  curtailment 
must  be  expected  if  a shortage  in  dollar 
exchange  develops.  This  will  develop,  he 
believes,  as  England’s  purchase  of  war  ma- 
terials in  the  United  States  increases. 

This  same  executive  estimates  the  drop 
in  the  value  of  the  pound  has  seriously 
affected  the  dollar  remittances  to  the 
United  States  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
$5,000,000  annually. 


Table  for  Two,  His 
Best  Oiler 

New  York — The  "Washington,"  with 
its  1,748  homecoming  Americans  jam- 
med from  bow  to  stern,  produced  a 
number  of  amusing  sidelights.  Rich- 
ard Thorpe,  M-G-M  director  assigned  to 
"Busmen's  Honeymoon,"  which  was 
suspended  by  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties, has  the  following  to  offer. 

As  the  "Washington"  headed  for  sea, 
a young  couple  timidly  approached 
the  purser.  "We  wonder  if  you  can  do 
anything  for  us,"  the  lad  spoke  up. 
"This  is  our  honeymoon  and  we  have 
separate  quarters." 

"Sorry,"  the  purser  replied.  "The  best 
I can  do  is  a table  for  two." 


-Wide  World  Cablephoto,  Passed  by  British  Censor 


'UTEST 

RADIO 

BUllEIINS 

ON 

EUROPEAN 

CRISIS 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

War  Reactions,  3 MO  Miles  of  Ocean  Apart — 

Above,  London.  Passersby  gather  before  a picture  theatre  the  day  the  house 
reopened.  The  caricature  of  Hitler  tells  its  own  story. 

Below,  New  York.  Normal  scene  in  front  of  the  Newsreel  Theatre  in  Times 
Square. 
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There  will  be  absolv 

NUMBER  or 

Paramount  Pictures 


f What  effect  will  the  European  War 

have  on  picture  production? 

2 Will  production  schedules 

be  curtailed? 

3 Will  product  be  cheapened? 

These  are  the  most  important  ques- 
tions in  the  picture  business  today! 

OKAY,  Mr.  Exhibitor 

. . . here’s  Paramount* s answer  t 


tely  no  change  in  the 

QUALITY  of 

prondsed  for  1939*40 


Y None  of  Paramount’s  huge  line- 
up of  pictures  for  1939-40 
will  in  any  way  be  affected 
by  the  foreign  situation! 

2 Paramount  will  not  back  down 

• • • on  Paramount  promises! 

X No  Paramount  picture  is,  or  will 

be,  cheapened  in  production! 

the  next  two  pages  we  proudly  print  Paramount's 
atwaaing  product  Story  for  the  1939‘‘40  season.  Read  it 
and  you'll  know  why  the  European  War  cannot  hand 
any  Paramount  exhibitor  the  PRODUCT  JITTERS! 
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The  Paramount  Seal  is 


Your  GUARANTEE  oS 
QUALITY  of  PRODUCT 


QUANTITY  of  PRODUCT 

This  Year'^ 


More  Than  Ever  Before! 


ENGUSH  GROSSES  OFF  85  TO  90%  IN  FIRST 
WEEK  OF  HOSTEFTIES;  AN  ALL-TIME  LOW 


Entertainment  Flow  Without 
Interruption,  Hays'  Pledge 


Los  Angeles — In  spite  of  the  “handi- 
cap of  serious  loss  of  markets,”  the  in- 
dustry recognizes  its  “transcendent  duty  to 
society  now  to  keep  the  stream  of  world 
entertainment  flowing,”  Will  H.  Hays  de- 
clared before  the  Regional  Trust  Com- 
pany Conference  of  the  Pacific  Coast  and 
Rocky  Mountain  States. 

The  MPPDA  president  urged  that  Amer- 
ica stay  out  of  the  Second  World  War  “to 
safeguard  and  strengthen  this  human 
form  of  living  and  to  serve  as  a trustee 
for  civilization.” 

He  observed:  “There  are  those  who  are 
attempting  to  remake  the  world  on  the 
theory  that  the  people  are  the  servants 
of  the  state.  There  are  leaders  who  cry, 
T am  the  public.’  There  are  those  who 
would  prescribe  for  the  millions  not  what 
ten  millions  want  but  what  they  them- 
selves think  the  people  ought  to  have. 
It  is  the  glory  of  the  land  in  which  we 
live  and  the  institutions  of  freedom  which 
we  have  developed  that  trusteeship  is  the 
essence  of  our  political,  economic  and  so- 
cial relationships. 

“Property,  privately  controlled  and  prop- 
erly so,  is,  to  a greater  and  greater  de- 
gree, regarded  as  a trust  which  we  hold 
for  the  benefit  of  society.  There  are  no 
businessmen  now  who  can  operate  or  who 
can  afford  to  seem  to  operate  on  the 
principle  of  self-interest  alone.  Whatever 
we  possess  we  must  administer  in  the 
public  interest  and  for  the  benefit  of  that 
large  public  even  beyond  the  scope  of  our 
own  personal  knowledge  and  acquaintance. 


“Everywhere  throughout  the  business 
world  people  are  trusting  each  other.  Ev- 
erywhere peopie  try  to  fulfill  their  con- 
tracts, pay  their  debts,  recognize  their 
responsibilities,  help  each  other  in  every 
practicable  way.  Faith  is  the  keystone 
of  the  business  structure.” 

Hays  laid  down  the  precepts  on  which 
“business  . . . will  have  the  confidence 
of  the  community  and  will  be  safe  from 
all  of  the  irresponsible  attacks  of  its 
enemies.”  His  definition  of  confidence: 
“It  is  only  another  way  of  saying  that 
people  believe  each  other,  keep  their  prom- 
ises, pay  their  debts,  and  regard  their  duty 
to  society.” 

Declaring  that  confidence  is  a “prime 
necessity”  in  the  relations  of  business  with 
government.  Hays  observed  that  the  lat- 
ter “holds  in  its  hand  the  safety  of  the 
people,  their  property,  their  profits,  their 
lives.  And  the  measure  of  a government’s 
value  is  the  extent  to  which  it  is  a wise 
and  true  trustee  of  these  responsibilities 
that  are  temporarily  placed  upon  it. 

“In  short,”  he  said,  “the  burden  of  proof 
should  always  rest  upon  those  who  would 
extend  government  control  over  any  aspect 
of  private  business.  It  follows  that,  if 
any  business  or  industry  indulges  in  prac- 
tice that  endangers  the  health  of  people, 
or  that  contravenes  their  civil  rights,  it  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  government  to 
impose  regulations  on  these  practices.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  if  two  or  more  groups 
are  in  competition  and  one  is  seeking  to 
(Continued  on  page  34) 


However,  With  Easing  of 
Restrictions  the  Trade  Is 
Expecting  an  Upturn 

London — British  theatre  business  hit  an 
all-time  low  during  the  first  week  of  re- 
sumed operations  with  “takes”  reported 
averaging  from  10  to  15  per  cent  of  nor- 
mal, according  to  a checkup  made  here. 

With  the  easing  of  restrictions  necessi- 
tated because  of  blackouts,  distributors  and 
exhibitors  anticipate  an  upswing,  but  no 
one  will  conjecture  how  soon  grosses  will 
return  to  normalcy.  Pedestrians  are  now 
permitted  to  carry  light  torches  at  night 
and  automobiles  are  employing  soft  lights 
during  the  blackout  periods. 


Additional  developments  on  the  war 
appear  on  page  34. 


West  End  theatres  continue  to  close  at 
six  o’clock  nightly  while  suburban  and 
neighborhood  houses  remain  open  until 
10  p.  m. 

A move  is  reported  under  way  to  have 
the  West  End  houses  operate  on  the  same 
schedule  as  the  outlying  theatres,  which 
would  extend  operations  by  four  hours.  It 
is  also  reported  efforts  are  being  made  to 
have  theatres  in  the  West  End  open  at 
noon. 

All  exchanges  are  operating  from  tem- 
porary quarters  set  up  outside  of  the  city 
limits  with  no  difficulties  being  experi- 
enced in  shipments. 

Morris  and  Reisman  See 
South  American  Pickup 

New  York — Foreign  Managers  Sam  E. 
Morris  and  Phil  Reisman  are  back  from 
South  American  trips  cut  short  by  the 
Second  World  War.  There  was  no  com- 
ment from  either  on  the  war  situation. 

'The  Warner  and  RKO  executives,  who 
arrived  on  the  Brazil,  stated,  however, 
that  business  conditions  in  Latin  America 
are  improving. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  Reisman’s  trip 
was  to  clear  up  the  distribution  system 
currently  in  vogue  in  Buenos  Aires,  which 
seriously  affects  the  American  companies. 
He  reports  little  progress. 

Morris’  survey  of  Latin  America  had  to 
do  with  possible  acquisition  of  theatres 
there  by  Warner.  He  declined  to  divulge 
what  information  he  had  gathered. 

Also  arriving  was  Mel  Shauer,  indepen- 
dent producer  slated  to  make  six  pictures 
in  Buenos  Aires  for  Latin  American  dis- 
tribution by  UA.  Production  has  yet  to 
be  started,  according  to  Shauer,  who  was 
incapacitated  by  illness  the  entire  eight 
weeks  he  spent  in  Buenos  Aires. 


^'Big  Things  Can  Be  Good'' 

Los  Angeles — Inferentially,  and  perhaps  significantly,  are  the  remarks  of  Will  H. 
Hays  before  the  Regional  Trust  Company  Conference  of  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky 
Mountain  States  as  they  might  draw  the  attention  of  Washington  to  pending  anti- 
trust suits  against  the  industry. 

Said  Hays:  “The  power  of  the  government  should  never  be  used  to  enable  one 
citizen  to  exploit  another,  or  to  give  one  branch  of  an  industry  undue  advantage 
over  another. 

"It  is  not  always  easy  to  tell  when  a business  enterprise  is  engaging  in  prac- 
tices which  result  in  more  public  harm  than  in  public  good.  It  is  a bad  thing  for  the 
consumer  if  one  individual  or  group  of  individuals  gets  a monopolistic  corner  on  a 
commodity  and  forces  the  price  up.  It  was  to  regulate  this  practice  that  our  anti- 
trust laws  were  enacted. 

"But  a curious  paradox  has  ensued.  It  often  happens  that  the  larger  the  con- 
cern the  lower  is  the  price  to  the  public.  So  in  terms  of  the  consumer's  good,  a 
monopoly  is  good  or  bad,  not  because  it  is  big  and  powerful,  but  because  it  respects 
or  disregards  the  public  interest.  Size  is  not  sinfulness.  Big  things  can  be  good — 
and  little  things  can  be  bad.  Every  business  and  industry  which  is  fair  and  honest, 
which  is  motivated  by  the  desire  to  serve  and  not  to  exploit,  should  neither  be  the 
object  of  unwarranted  legal  or  legislative  attack,  nor  subject  to  possible  loss  of  pub- 
lic prestige  by  such  an  attack. 
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The  guns  spew  again!  Men  are  mad 
again!  The  world  faces  a crimson  hell 
again!  Millions  want  to  know — what  does 
it  all  mean  ? ^ 

And  the  answer  is  here! 

AN  ANSWER — uncensored,  showing  what  had 

to  be  hidden  before! 

AN  ANSWER — up-to-date,  penetrating  behind  the 

screaming  headlines  of  today! 

AN  ANSWER  — more  vital,  echoing  the  thoughts  that 

fill  the  minds  of  men  now! 

THE  GREATEST  WAR  PICTURE  OF  ALL  TIME 
-MORE  TIMELY  NOW  THAN  EVER  BEFORE! 


HAS  PRINTS  READY 


.Onc.nso-e<ibyv-».o. 

Universars  presentation  of  Erich  Maria  Remarque’s  Greatest  Novel 
Directed  by  Lewis  Milestone  • A New  Universal  Picture 


f 


At 

The  UNCE 


version 


NEW  ADS,  TRAILER,  ACCESSORIES,  READY  NOW! 


Southern  California 
For  Warner's  Plan 

Los  Angeles — If  there  is  any  unfavor- 
able reaction  among  Southern  California 
exhibitors  to  the  announcement  from 
Gradwell  Sears,  Warner  sales  manager, 
that  his  company  is  incorporating  many 
of  the  highlights  of  the  trade  practice  code 
into  the  Warner  sales  policy  for  1939-40, 
those  who  disapprove  are  keeping  discreet- 
ly silent,  at  least  for  the  time  being.  In 
which  connection  it  is  probably  important 
to  report  at  the  outset  that  Fox  West 
Coast — target  of  a Warner  broadside  some 
months  ago  in  which  the  film  company 
declared  it  intended  to  sell  away  from  the 
FWC  circuit  because  it  disapproved  of  its 
exhibition  policies,  a feud  which  is  not  yet 
completely  smoothed  over — declined  to 
make  any  statement. 

Scattered  reactions  among  local  inde- 
pendents : 

Lou  Metzger,  head  of  Cabrillo  Theatres, 
and  former  general  sales  manager  for  Uni- 
versal— “The  Warner  move  is  decidedly 
constructive  and  definitely  indicates  con- 
fidence in  both  independent  exhibitors  and 
the  ability  of  Jack  Warner  to  consistent- 
ly make  good  product.  I consider  it  an 
intelligent  policy.” 

Milt  Arthur,  of  Cabart  Theatres — “We 
heartily  approve  the  new  Warner  policy 
as  announced  by  Gradwell  Sears.  Warner 
is  leading  the  industry  toward  elimination 
of  the  trade  practice  evils.” 

Harry  Vinicof,  head  of  the  Vinicof  cir- 
cuit— “Naturally  I approve  of  the  move, 
but  see  nothing  about  which  to  get  very 
enthusiastic.  I cannot  see  that  it  is  much 
different  from  the  Warner  policy  in  pre- 
vious years,  or  that  it  contains  much  that 
we  didn’t  have  before.” 

Harry  Rackin,  chief  of  Exhibitors  Ser- 
vice, a booking  service — “It’s  a step  in  the 
right  direction  for  the  independents  and  a 
definite  improvement  over  previous  years. 
If  the  code  is  ever  settled  and  approved, 
Warner  will  undoubtedly  add  other  con- 
cessions, as  outlined  in  the  code.” 

Comment  on  the  Sears  announcement 
has  been  withheld  by  both  Allied  States 
and  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.  Unofficially,  Jack 
Berman,  a member  of  the  Allied  direc- 
torate, commented: 

“It  looks  splendid  to  me.” 

ITO,  likewise,  would  make  no  comment 
until  after  a meeting  of  directors. 

As  a general  cross-section,  exhibitor 
circles  in  this  territory  apparently  haven’t 
waxed  very  enthusiastic  about  the  Sears 
announcement,  most  showmen  choosing 
not  to  comment  either  pro  or  con. 


Los  Angeles — Following  the  state  Allied 
unit  meeting  here.  President  Seth  Perkins 
issued  a statement  lauding  the  move  by 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  Warner  distribution 
head,  in  incorporating  trade  practice  con- 
cessions in  the  company’s  1939-40  sales 
policy.  Perkins  declared: 

“We  are  very  pleased  that  Grad  Sears 
and  Warner  Bros,  have  voluntarily  grant- 
ed concessions  which  we,  as  an  organiza- 
tion, have  long  sought.  We  want  to  go 
on  the  records  as  happy  over  this  progres- 
sive move  on  the  part  of  Warner.” 


Allied  Codiiiers 
Stay  Silent 

New  York — Nathan  Yamins  of  Fall 
River,  Sidney  Samuelson  of  Newton, 

N.  J.,  and  Ray  Branch  of  Hastings, 
Mich.,  all  of  them  variously  identified 
with  code  formulation  on  behalf  of 
Allied,  prefer  to  maintain  silence  on 
the  Warner  sales  plan. 

BOXOFFICE  asked  them  for  state- 
ments and  was  prepared  to  publish 
them,  praiseworthy  or  blameworthy  as 
the  case  may  have  been.  The  requests 
thus  far  remain  unanswered. 

Kansas  City  Casts 
Its  Vote  in  Favor 

Kansas  City  — Strong  endorsement  of 
Warner’s  incorporation  in  new  season  con- 
tracts of  some  of  the  points  in  the  code  is 
voiced  by  exhibitors  here  and  in  the  area. 

Independents  regard  the  move  as  a step 
in  the  right  direction.  None  of  them  feels 
that  the  Warner  action  goes  far  enough, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  all  are  pleased  that 
it  was  taken  and  feel  that  it  should  be  en- 
couraged. Most  express  belief  other  dis- 
tri’autors  would  do  well  to  take  similar 
steps. 

Most  distributors  are  including  the  20 
per  cent  elimination  clause  in  new  season 
contracts.  For  that  point,  for  non-forcing 
of  shorts  and  elimination  of  recording 
charges,  exhibitors  particularly  commend 
Warner. 

“While  our  experience  indicates  that 
there  should  be  a cancellation  privilege  of 
about  25  per  cent,  the  Warner  move  to 
permit  a 20  per  cent  privilege  is  a good 
thing,”  comments  Jay  Means,  operator  of 
two  neighborhood  houses.  “The  truth  is 
that  we  need  about  that  size  margin  in 
order  to  offset  the  ‘dead  ducks’  we  have  to 
play.  Playing  the  clucks  makes  the  differ- 
ence these  days  between  profitable  and 
non-profitable  operation.” 

“I  think  the  Warner  step  should  be 
strongly  commended,”  says  R.  R.  Biechele 
of  the  Osage,  Kansas  City,  Kas. 

Other  exhibitors  voice  the  same  opinion. 
One  points  out  the  Warner  move  is  a mat- 
ter of  good  sales  policy.  “However,”  he 
adds,  “that  is  nothing  against  Warner.” 

Washington  Opinion  Is 
Divided  on  the  Plan 

Washington — Exhibitors  in  this  terri- 
tory express  divided  opinion  on  the  War- 
ner plan.  Those  that  have  yet  to  buy 
1939-40  product  consider  the  statement  to 
be  sincere  in  purpose  and  in  application, 
while  those  that  have  bought  look  upon 
the  announcement  as  a timely  gesture  to 
create  exhibitor  goodwill. 

It  is  felt  that  Point  No.  7,  which  deals 
with  the  arbitrary  licensing  of  short  sub- 
jects, trailers  and  re-issues,  will  be  of  dis- 
tinct advantage  to  exhibitors  in  double  fea- 
ture territory.  However,  since  this  is  single 
feature  territory,  the  advantage  would  not 
be  applicable  here. 


Omaha  Area  Thinks 
The  Siep  Is  Right 


Omaha — Exhibitors  in  this  area,  for  the 
most  part,  hail  Warner’s  sales  policy  as 
“the  first  step  in  the  right  direction  by  dis- 
tributors.” 

Charles  E.  Williams,  veteran  president  of 
the  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  Western  Iowa, 
describes  the  new  policy  as  “an  extension 
of  the  hand  of  good  fellowship  from  War- 
ner to  the  small  town  exhibitors.”  Wil- 
liams personally  favored  the  trade  practice 
code  and  was  disappointed  that  it  was  not 
approved. 

“That’s  good  news  to  me,”  he  said  when 
informed  by  Boxoffice  of  the  policies  an- 
nounced by  Gradwell  L.  Sears.  “It’s  the 
kind  of  gesture  that  distributors  must  make 
if  the  small-town  exhibitor  is  to  exist  in 
the  future.” 

An  Iowa  exhibitor,  who  wishes  to  re- 
main anonymous,  predicts  that  Warner’s 
action  “will  force  the  other  major  distri- 
tors  to  do  the  same  thing.  Distributors 
will  have  to  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  they 
must  do  something  dramatic  if  they  want 
to  change  the  present  exhibitor  situation.” 

W.  W.  Troxell,  Nebraska  circuit  owner,  is 
not  so  enthusiastic,  however.  Troxell  fa- 
vors block  booking  and  10  per  cent  can- 
cellation, although  he  is  usually  not  out- 
spoken on  the  subject.  He  tells  Boxoffice: 

“Unless  the  other  majors  do  it,- .the  new 
sales  policy  won’t  mean  a thing.  Maybe  it’s 
a step  in  the  right  direction,  but  it  must  be 
taken  by  all  distributors  if  it  is  to  be  suc- 
cessful.” 

Another  Nebraska  exhibitor  points  out 
“everybody  seems  to  want  to  overlook  the 
most  important  part  of  the  whole  thing— 
arbitration  or  conciliation.  I say  the  way 
to  settle  this  exhibitor-distributor  problem 
at  any  time  is  around  an  arbitration  or 
conciliation  table.  Then  you’ll  have  some- 
thing.” 

General  attitude  in  the  territory  ap- 
proves the  Warner  plan,  however. 

New  Orleans  Interest 
In  Plan  Lukewarm 

New  Orleans — Announcement  of  the 
12-point  plan  fails  to  arouse  much  inter- 
est one  way  or  another  among  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  here. 

The  general  attitude  is  that,  if  Warner 
puts  into  effect  a plan,  no  matter  how 
meritorious,  it  would  be  but  a drop  in  the 
bucket  imtil  other  situations  were  cleaned 
up. 

“What  does  20  per  cent  cancellation 
mean  to  us?”  asks  an  independent  who 
wants  his  name  withheld.  “And  what  does 
the  statement  on  clearance  mean?  Noth- 
ing, until  such  time  as  the  circuits  don’t 
control  the  buying  situation  to  such  a 
point  that  the  average  exchange  has  to 
play  ball  to  get  bookings. 

“The  worst  thing  about  buying  in  New 
Orleans  is  clearance.  A certain  neigh- 
borhood circuit  here  gets  60  days’  clear- 
ance. That’s  as  much  as  the  first  runs 
demand.  It’s  been  a thorn  in  our  sides. 
But  there  isn’t  going  to  be  any  plan  for- 
mulated by  a single  distributor  which  can 
correct  this.” 
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FBI  MEN  CHECK  SALES  METHODS  IN  MOVE 
TO  FORGE  NEW  LINKS  IN  INDDSTRY  ACTION 


"Big  Stick^'  Hits 
FWC  Clearance 


Los  Angeles — Campi’s  clearance  and 
zoning  schedule  for  southern  California, 
prepared  “on  or  about  May  15,  1935”  and 
appendages  to  it  by  Pox  West  Coast  on 
July  31,  and  on  November  1 in  the  same 
year  after  the  NRA  Act  had  been  declared 
unconstitutional,  are  under  attack  by  “Big 
Stick”  in  its  complaint  against  the  major 
circuit  for  alleged  violation  of  the  1930 
consent  decree.  A subsequent  change  was 
made  Sept.  1,  1936,  according  to  the  com- 
plaint, at  which  time  FWC  published  the 
schedule  and  transmitted  it  to  aU  dis- 
tributors. 

“At  all  times  from  and  since  prepara- 
tion, publication  and  adoption  of  said  re- 
vised schedule  of  zoning  and  clearance,” 
the  complaint  states,  “the  same  has  been 
utilized  and  enforced  by  the  defendant  dis- 
tributors with  the  intention  of  aiding  FWC 
of  an  unreasonable  and  arbitrarily  dis- 
crimination against  unaffiliated  exhibitors 
in  various  cities,  towns  and  areas  in  south- 
ern California.” 

Investigators  for  the  justice  department 
have  made  a complete  study  of  the  sched- 
ule and  how  it  affects  independent  oppo- 
sition. Adds  the  complaint,  “Said  schedule 
contains  provisions  classifying  and  group- 
ing theatres  in  certain  sections  of  Los 
Angeles  into  23  zones.  The  schedule  es- 
tablishes identical  clearance  and  zoning 
provisions  for  those  zones  numbered  1 to 
22,  and  excepting  zone  23  (Eagle  Rock). 
There  are  certain  other  sections  within  the 
corporate  boundaries  of  Los  Angeles,  to 
wit.  Zone  23  (Eagle  Rock),  North  Holly- 
wood, San  Pedro,  Van  Nuys,  Venice-Ocean 
Park,  West  Los  Angeles  and  Wilmington, 
which  schedule  does  not  classify  or  group 
within  any  of  the  several  uniform  city 
zones  numbered  1 to  22. 

“FWC  operates  theatres  in  Van  Nuys, 
North  Hollywood,  West  Los  Angeles,  San 
Pedro,  Wilmington  and  Venice-Ocean 
Park”  which  have  prior  run  privileges,  the 
complaint  asserts,  over  houses  in  the  Los 
Angeles  city  zone  at  the  same  admission 
price. 

The  FWC  schedule  grants  “unfair  and 
discriminatory”  clearance  and  zoning  to 
theatres  in  Zones  1 to  23,  privileges  not 
afforded  unaffiliated  houses  in  Alhambra, 
Bell,  Belvedere  Gardens,  Beverly  Hills, 
Compton,  Culver  City,  Florence,  Glendale, 
Hermosa  Beach,  Huntington  Park,  Ingle- 
wood, Long  Beach,  Pasadena,  Redondo 
Beach,  San  Pedro,  Santa  Monica — Ocean 
Park,  Sherman,  South  Pasadena,  West- 
wood  and  Wilmington.  FWC  operates  in 
each  of  the  towns,  it  is  stated. 

But,  however,  the  major  circuit  does  not 
operate  in  Eagle  Rock  or  in  Maywood,  or 
(Continued  on  page  28) 


Report  Some  Salesmen's 
Methods  Just  What 
Dep't  Seeking 

New  York — FBI  investigators  are  re- 
ported active  in  this  part  of  the  country 
checking  into  selling  methods  practiced 
by  major  company  salesmen  for  the  new 
season. 

It  is  reported  some  of  the  tactics  used 
by  salesmen  are  exactly  what  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  has  been  looking  for  in 
connection  with  the  all-industry  suit. 
Further,  it  is  stated,  proposition  sheets 
left  with  one  or  two  small  exhibitors  have 
been  picked  up  by  the  FBI  men. 

Conversations  between  salesmen  and 
exhibitors  in  certain  instances  have  been 
recorded  for  the  department  of  justice 
files  and  it  is  likely  the  distributor  repre- 
sentatives may  be  called  in  when  the  var- 
ious government  actions  come  to  trial. 

Seymour  Krieger,  a special  assistant  to 
the  attorney  general,  has  been  spending 
the  last  month  upstate  contacting  Allied 
members  for  such  material.  It  is  also  re- 
ported FBI  men  in  the  west  have  gather- 
ed data  from  exhibitors  where  certain 
salesmen  allegedly  have  been  talking  out 
of  turn. 

Whether  the  government  is  specifically 
asking  exhibitors  to  seek  particular  in- 
formation from  salesmen  for  use  in  the 
pending  suits  could  not  be  learned.  But 
regardless  of  what  the  situation  may  be, 
FBI  men  are  continuing  their  intensified 
survey  of  local  conditions  and  new  sell- 
ing practices  pursued  by  major  companies. 


FBI  Agents  Investigating 
Setup  in  Detroit 

Detroit — FBI  agents  have  been  investi- 
gating various  phases  of  the  Detroit  film 
industry,  it  is  learned. 

It  is  understood  Cooperative  Theatres 
of  Michigan  and  Schreiber  Theatres  are 
being  investigated  in  detail. 

No  one  at  the  FBI  offices  would  discuss 
the  investigation,  although  it  is  under- 
stood, it  is  an  outgrowth  of  a complaint 
filed  by  Jake  Schreiber  Theatres  with  the 
government  against  Cooperative. 


Anti-Trusters  Now 
Up  to  59 

New  York — With  the  institution  of 
the  Emerman  action  in  Erie,  Pa.,  dis- 
tributor counsel  figures  there  is  now 
pending  in  the  various  courts  through- 
out the  country  a total  of  59  gnti-trust 
suits.  The  Momand  case,  recently  filed, 
is  a repetition  of  the  Shawnee,  Okla., 
action  which  has  been  before  the 
courts  several  years. 


Rest  "Chi”  Case 
In  Surprise  Step 

Chicago — Coming  as  a surprise,  defense 
counsel  acknowledged  the  government’s 
“abandonment  of  conspiracy  charges”  in 
the  criminal  contempt  case  against  Barney 
Balaban,  B&K  and  seven  major  companies 
and  rested  their  case  without  offering  evi- 
dence. This  occurred  when  hearings  re- 
sumed Monday  before  Special  Master 
Edgar  Eldredge. 

Robert  Golding,  a counsel  for  Balaban, 
B&K  and  Paramount,  appearing  as  spokes- 
man for  the  defendants,  in  brief,  said: 

“Since  government  attorneys  have  aban- 
doned charges  of  conspiracy,  there  remains 
only  the  interpretation  of  the  consent  de- 
cree itself.  Therefore,  there  is  no  need  for 
the  defense  to  present  any  evidence  and  we 
rest  our  case.” 

The  entire  case  is  based  on  the  govern- 
ment’s assertion  that  Balaban,  B&K  and 
all  majors,  except  Columbia,  had  violated 
the  consent  decree  of  1932.  Robert  Wright, 
a government  attorney,  had  agreed  a week 
before  the  hearing  reopened  that  the  U.  S. 
was  not  attempting  to  prove  a case  of  con- 
spiracy among  the  defendants. 

Master  Eldredge  gave  the  government  30 
days  in  which  to  prepare  suggested  find- 
ing of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  and  to 
present  briefs  supporting  them.  The  de- 
fense then  will  have  an  additional  30  days 
in  which  to  present  its  findings.  Follow- 
ing this,  the  government  will  have  15  days 
in  which  to  offer  any  additional  findings. 
Master  Eldredge  next  will  ask  for  oral 
arguments  if  necessary  and  desirable. 

Sam  Meyers,  a government  witness,  ap- 
peared this  week  to  correct  technical  de- 
tails in  his  testimony. 

It  is  now  expected  the  case  will  not  come 
before  Master  Eldredge  for  his  findings  be- 
fore December  1. 


Indianapolis  Trust  Suit 
Settlement  Is  Eliected 

Indianapolis  — The  ; anti-trust  action 
brought  in  March,  1939,  by  Herman  and 
Sonia  L.  Gordon,  operators  of  the  Golden 
and  Parker  against  major  distributors  has 
been  settled  out  of  court.  Settlement  is 
said  to  have  been  effected  through  the 
payment  of  a “small”  amount  of  cash  to 
the  Goldens,  court  costs  and  attorney  fees. 
The  Goldens  sold  both  houses  to  E.  Can- 
tor, August  18. 


Makes  Trio  lor  RKO 

New  York — Franklyn  Warner,  indepen- 
dent producer,  has  been  signed  by  RKO 
Radio  for  three  high-budget  features  for 
delivery  this  season.  Two  will  be  in 
Cosmocolor. 
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THE 

FRIENDLY’ 
COMPANY 
REAFFIRMS 

its  previously  announced 
policy  of: 

Not  insisting  upon  short  subject,  newsreel  or  trailer  representation  as  a condh 
tion  of  licensing  its  feature  productions,  and  to  those  who  do  lease  these  units 
the  Weekly  Payment  Plan  is  optional. 

That  score  or  recording  charges  will  not  be  made  on  any  contracts  for  its 
1939^40  product  signed  subsequent  to  January  1st,  1939. 

That  it  will  gladly  negotiate  for  some  run  of  its  product  with  any  properly 
conducted  theatre,  providing  the  acquisition  of  such  business  would  not  seriously 
affect  its  revenue  from  any  prior  run. 

That  it  will  recognize  the  desires  of  its  customers  to  select  days  of  their  choice 
for  the  showing  of  percentage  pictures  where  guarantees  are  given. 

That  it  will  respect  any  legitimate  claim  for  the  elimination  from  its  contract  of 
any  picture  likely  to  be  offensive  or  objectionable  to  its  customers’  patrons  from 
religious,  moral  or  racial  grounds. 


AND  IN  ADDITION: 

It  will  offer  to  its  customers  who  have  leased  all  product 
offered,  and  who  are  not  in  material  default,  an  increased 
and  unrestricted  elimination  privilege  of: 


{continued  above) 


(continued) 


20%  elimination  of  features  licensed  where  the  average  rental  is  $100 
or  less. 


15  % elimination  of  features  licensed  where  the  average  rental  is  in 
excess  of  $100  and  not  more  than  $250  and 

10%  elimination  of  features  licensed  where  the  average  rental  is  in 
excess  of  $250. 


Also  will  give  full  consideration  to  its  customers’  requests  for  the 
interchanging  of  a picture  that  is  deemed  to  be  unsuitable  for  preferred 
time  showing. 

And  where  a theatre’s  prior  commitments  prevents  it  leasing  the  com^ 
pany’s  entire  output  it  will  in  such  cases  gladly  negotiate  for  a lesser 
number  of  pictures,  including  those  available  subjects  in  which  the 
theatre  is  particularly  interested. 

It  will  continue  to  provide  an  Optional  Arbitration  Clause  in  its 
contracts  and  will  arbitrate  under  such  provision  any  claims  made  for 
breach  of  contract. 

It  is  now  preparing  a new  form  of  license  agreement.  A rider  will  be 
submitted  for  the  signature  of  those  who  desire  to  operate  under  the 
new  conditions  and  who  had  previously  signed  an  application  for  its 
1939^40  product.  That  all  may  have  a full  knowledge  of  the  complete 
contract,  each  is  requested  to  read  the  new  agreement  when  submitted, 
thoroughly  and  carefully. 

It  has  no  present  method  of  adjudicating  clearance  disputes  or  those 
affecting  over-buying,  but  will  conscientiously  review  any  complaints 
brought  to  its  attention  and  will  continue  to  lend  its  every  effort  to 
bring  about  a more  harmonious  understanding. 

Its  established  policy  of  supporting  its  satisfactory  customers,  the  fair 
method  of  designating  pictures  and  other  relationship  with  the  trade  is 
so  well  known  that  it  is  not  believed  necessary  to  reaffirm  that  which 
by  performance  over  many  years  is  so  well  established. 

It  seeks  the  continued  support  of  its  customers  and  acknowledges  its  debt  of 
gratitude  to  those  who  have  in  the  past  expressed  their  confidence  in  its 
policy  by  their  uninterrupted  patronage. 


FOR  THE  FRIENDLY  COMPANY 


GIVEAWAYS,  OTHER  FORMS  OF  B.  0.  STIMULANTS 
ON  TOBOGGAN,  "BOXOFnCE"  CHECKUP  REVEALS 


Slide  in  Interest  Noted 
In  All  Sections  and 
Nearly  All  States 

Giveaways  and  other  boxoffice  stimu- 
lants are  waning  throughout  the  country 
and  exhibitors  generally  are  opposed  to 
the  use  of  these  hypos,  the  third  in  the 
Boxoffice  series  of  surveys  on  vital  in- 
dustry problems  reveals.  Of  exhibitors 
using  giveaways  as  a regular  policy,  76.5 
per  cent  have  noticed  a decrease  in  in- 
terest, and  theatre  men  are  opposed  to 
their  use  by  almost  three  to  one — 70.5 
against  to  29.5  for,  to  be  exact. 

The  specific  question  asked  of  the  na- 
tion’s exhibitors  by  Boxoffice,  and  the 
results : 

4.  (a)  Has  interest  in  premiums,  give- 
aways and  other  forms  of  boxoffice  stimu- 
lants decreased  in  recent  months? 

Yes:  76.5%  No:  23.5% 

(b)  Are  you  for  or  against  them? 

For:  29.5%  Against:  70.5% 

One  cannot  say,  of  course,  whether  the 
wish  fathered  the  thought  in  a com- 
pendium decrease-discernment  percentage 
only  six  per  cent  removed  from  the  figure 
registered  as  the  portion  of  exhibitors  op- 
posed to  the  practice.  As  go  the  national 
figures,  so  the  geographical  breakdown 
discloses  a close  alliance  between  interest 
decrease  and  exhibitor  opposition  in  all 
territories. 

The  slide  in  interest  is  noted  in  all  sec- 
tions and  in  nearly  all  states.  It  is  most 
pronounced  in  the  South,  where  slightly 
over  81  per  cent  of  the  showmen  sight  a 
premium  damper  and  where  75  per  cent  of 
them  are  opposed  to  the  use  of  stimulants. 
Holding  highest  interest  is  the  western 
territory,  where  the  percentage  drops  to 
67  which,  logically  enough,  racks  the  low- 
est opposition  to  giveaways,  60  per  cent 
being  opposed  to  them. 

In  only  four  states,  Arizona,  Michigan, 
South  Carolina  and  western  Missouri,  does 
the  gift  policy  seem  to  be  holding  its  own 


Blames  Competition 
For  Premiums 

While  he  does  not  approve  giveaways 
and  premiums  as  a regular  policy,  on 
important  Georgia  exhibitor  contends 
that  they  are  necessary  to  combat  his 
type  of  competition.  He  says: 

"The  question  is  not  whether  we  want 
premiums  or  not,  or  even  whether  they 
ore  right  or  not.  It  is  whether  an  inde- 
pendent can  ever  do  without  them  in 
the  face  of  cut-rate  chain  admission 
competition,  bargain  matinees,  double 
and  triple  features,  etc.  I know  I can't 
face  competition  like  that  without  some 
sort  of  shot  in  the  arm  for  my  boxoffice," 


Says  "Gambling" 
Loses  Friends 

No  superficial  opposition  to  give- 
aways is  that  projected  by  a Utah 
exhibitor,  operator  of  two  theatres  in 
important  towns  in  that  state,  in  his 
reply  to  the  BOXOFFICE  questionnaire 
on  the  subject.  He  writes: 

"The  sooner  we  quit  operating  our 
theatres  as  lotteries  the  better.  When 
we  ran  respectable  places  of  clean 
amusement  we  had  the  better  citizen- 
ship element  on  our  side.  We  have 
alienated  this  element  by  our  whole- 
sale gambling  games  so  that  now  with 
the  lawmakers  snapping  at  our  heels 
and  federal  regulation  breathing  down 
the  back  of  our  necks  we  hove  no 
friends  to  defend  us." 


in  popularity,  in  each  of  which  states  the 
majority  of  exhibitors  also  expressed 
themselves  as  against  the  practice. 

Eleven  states  are  on  record  as  100  per 
cent  opposed  to  stimulants.  The  states: 
Virginia,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Florida,  North 
Carolina,  Arizona,  Colorado,  Nevada  and 
Utah.  Only  one  state,  Wyoming,  places 
solidly  in  the  pro-gift  column.  Other 
states  expressing  a preference  for  give- 
aways are  New  Jersey,  Texas,  Indiana, 
Iowa  and  Idaho. 

In  accompanying  comment,  exhibitors 
almost  to  a man  term  the  continuance  of 
the  gift  policy  as  defensive.  The  reasons 
advanced  break  under  three  general  head- 
ings: 

1.  Competitive  policies  regarding  admis- 
sion prices,  clearance  and  giveaways. 

2.  The  public  has  become  accustomed  to 
something  for  nothing  and  it  costs  too 
much  to  break  the  habit. 

3.  Double  featiu'e  competition  and  qual- 
ity of  summer  releases. 

Geographically  by  sections  and  states, 
the  picture  is  presented  in  the  panel  on 
the  opposite  page. 

What  individual  exhibitors  have  to  say 
about  giveaways  and  other  audience  lures, 
trails  this  introduction  immediately  below: 


Notes  a Decrease,  But 
Says  They  Still  Draw 
The  gift  racket  is  fading  out  gradually 
in  my  territory.  Maybe  exhibitors  are  kill- 
ing it  because  they  got  nicked  so  heavily 
during  Bank  Night  days.  The  gag  is  no 
good  more  than  one  day  a week  here,  but 
it  draws  well  then. 

Missouri  Exhibitor 


Too  Much  "Give"  for 
This  Exhibitor 

What  a business!  What  I don’t  have  to 
give  up  in  film  rentals  and  taxes  I have  to 
give  away  to  get  people  to  come  into  the 
theatre.  I’d  give  the  theatre  away  if  I 


Policy  Appears  Holding 
Own  in  Four  States; 
Eleven  100%  Anti 

could  get  somebody  to  take  over  the  con- 
tracts, with  the  preferred  playdates. 

Kansas  Exhibitor 

Blames  Product  Quality 
For  Need  of  Hypo 

I am  against  premiums  and  double  bills, 
but  with  the  present  run  of  pictures  we 
have  to  have  one  or  both  of  these  evils. 
People  won’t  pay  to  see  a 60-minute  quickie 
without  some  other  attraction. 

Washington  Exhibitor 


Believes  Firm  Stand 
Would  Kill  Gifts 

In  this  premium-giveaway  racket  every- 
body is  afraid  to  join  anybody  else  in  get- 
ting back  to  showing  pictures.  I think 
that  if  all  exhibitors  in  a commimity  de- 
cided to  take  it  on  the  chin  for  six  weeks 
they  could  educate  the  patrons  out  of  the 
something-for-nothing  habit.  But  don’t 
expect  me  to  lead  the  movement — I need 
the  dough  too  bad. 

Texas  Exhibitor 

For  Giveaways  Because  Says 
Not  Enough  Good  Films 

The  only  reason  we  are  for  giveaways 
and  premiums  is  because  we  cannot  get 
enough  good  features. 

Wyoming  Exhibitor 


Against  Them,  But  Can't 
Make  Profit  Without  Them 

We  are  strongly  against  premiums  or 
giveaways  in  theatres,  but  we  have  tried 
to  rim  without  them  with  very  poor  re- 
sults. We,  like  most  all  others,  have  had 
to  resort  to  giveaways  three  nights  a week. 
Every  community  has  a certain  element 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


"Always  Have,  and 
Always  Will" 

"Most  of  this  stir  about  premiums  is 
just  hollering  down  the  rain  barrell," 
asserts  a New  York  state  exhibitor  in 
response  to  the  questionnaire.  "We  al- 
ways have  had  premiums  in  this  busi- 
ness and  we  always  will  have  them; 
some  years  more  than  others,  of  course, 
but  the  cycle  will  right  itself  in  time. 
I think  we  have  more  important  things 
to  worry  about  now,  so  my  suggestion 
is  to  spend  as  little  as  we  can  on  the 
giveaways,  realizing  that  to  a greater 
or  less  degree  we  always  will  have 
them." 
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76.5  % THEATRE  VOTE  NOTES  WANE  IN  INTEREST; 
SHOWMEN,  THREE  TO  ONE,  FROWN  ON  THEIR  USE 


Competition  Gets  Major 
Share  of  Blame  for 
Hypo  Longevity 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
that  will  come  to  a theatre  only  when  a 
premium  is  given.  There  is  no  other  way 
to  attract  these  people  into  the  theatre 
during  the  week. 

California  Exhibitor 


No  Accounting  Problem 
In  This  Setup 

Good  feature;  film  rental  $25;  no  pre- 
miums: gross  $13.  Poor  feature;  film  rental 
$13.50;  premiums,  gross  $35.  There’s  only 
one  answer  here. 

New  York  Exhibitor 


"Nobody  Likes  'Em,  But 
Can't  Do  Without  'Em" 

I don’t  like  giveaways:  the  good  people 
of  my  town  don’t  like  ’em,  either;  the  min- 
ister preaches  against  me;  the  women’s 
clubs  condemn  me,  and  even  little  chil- 
dren whisper  about  “the  big  gambler.” 
BUT,  when  I try  to  stop  premiums  I get 
lonely  and  my  family  gets  hungry.  It’s 
giveaways  for  me  as  long  as  they  pay, 
whether  I like  them  or  not. 

Oklahoma  Exhibitor 


Now  Used  to  "Something-for- 
Nothing"  and  Like  It 

Any  first-year  psychology  student  could 
have  told  us  years  ago  what  we  were  let- 
ting ourselves  in  for.  We  might  as  well 
face  the  fact  now  that  the  public  has  be- 
come educated  to  the  “something-for- 
nothing”  game  and  is  having  a whale  of 
a big  time  at  playing  it.  Regardless  of 
whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we’re  stuck  with 
the  giveaways  practice  for  a long  time  to 
come. 

Rhode  Island  Exhibitor 


"All  Other  Lines  Are 
Giving  Premiums" 

When  anything  from  a chewing  gum 
wrapper  to  a second-hand  tractor  will  get 
you  a membership  button  or  a world  cruise 
what  can  you  expect  of  the  theatres?  They 
went  into  the  premium  business  after 
everybody  else  had  been  mopping  up  on  it 
for  years.  Self-defensive,  and  of  a very 
effective  type,  I call  it. 

Maine  Exhibitor 


Fewer  Giveaways  and  More 
Salesmanship  Urged 
Less  bellyaching  and  more  work  on  get- 
ting the  most  out  of  existing  product,  along 
with  less  waste  on  dishes  and  other  such 
.iunk  will  put  us  back  in  the  show  business 
and  patrons  back  in  our  theatres. 

California  Exhibitor 


How  They  Voted 

Any  Dt^oreufse  in  Giv**tt\vay  Are  You  for  or  Against 

Interest?  Giveaways? 

Pet.  Pet.  Pet.  Pet. 

Area  Yes  No  For  Against 

EASTERN— 

76+ 

23+ 

30  + 

69+ 

Delaware 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Maryland  

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  Jersey 

80 

20 

60 

40 

New  York  

75 

25 

13 

87 

Eastern  Pennsylvania 

50 

50 

50 

50 

Virginia 

100 

0 

0 

100 

NEW  ENGLAND— 

80+ 

19+ 

10+ 

89+ 

Connecticuit 

100 

0 

34 

66 

Maine  

66 

34 

17 

83 

Massachusetts  . . 

..  100 

0 

0 

100 

New  Hampshire 

0 

0 

0 

100 

Rhode  Island 

100 

0 

0 

100 

Vermont  

0 

0 

0 

100 

SOUTHERN— 

81  + 

18+ 

24+ 

75+ 

Alabama  

65 

35 

35 

65 

Arkansas  

71 

29 

30 

70 

Florida  

100 

0 

0 

100 

Georgia  

75 

25 

25 

75 

Louisiana 

75 

25 

25 

75 

Mississippi  

85 

15 

12 

88 

North  Carolina  

71 

29 

0 

100 

Oklahoma  

100 

0 

27 

73 

South  Carolina  

0 

100 

25 

75 

Tennessee  

100 

0 

25 

75 

Texas  

71 

29 

64 

36 

MIDEAST— 

74  + 

25  + 

33  + 

66+ 

Kentucky  

100 

0 

20 

80 

Michigan  

46 

54 

43 

57 

Ohio  

65 

35 

21 

79 

West  Pennsylvania 

86 

14 

32 

68 

West  Virginia  

50 

50 

50 

50 

CENTRAL— 

77+ 

22+ 

24+ 

75  + 

Illinois 

84 

16 

21 

79 

Indiana 

62 

38 

53 

47 

Eastern  Missouri 

83 

17 

17 

83 

Wisconsin  

82 

18 

8 

92 

MIDWEST— 

74+ 

25+ 

31  + 

68+ 

Iowa  

80 

20 

66 

34 

Kansas  

..  72 

28 

13 

87 

Minnesota  

92 

8 

23 

77 

Western  Missouri  

42 

58 

34 

66 

Nebraska  

65 

35 

42 

58 

North  Dakota  

75 

25 

15 

85 

South  Dakota  

85 

15 

28 

72 

WESTERN— 

67+ 

32+ 

39+ 

60+ 

Arizona  

0 

100 

0 

100 

California 

76 

24 

19 

81 

Colorado  

50 

50 

0 

100 

Idaho  

60 

40 

80 

20 

Montana 

87 

13 

44 

56 

Nevada 

0 

0 

0 

100 

New  Mexico 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oregon  

86 

14 

13 

87 

Utah 

100 

0 

0 

100 

Washington 

50 

50 

37 

63 

Wyoming 

100 

0 

100 

0 
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Out  of  Europe’s  blackout  of  peace 
the  inside  story  of  ruthless  submarine! 
warfare. . .intertwined  with  the  strange  rd^! 
mance  of  beautiful  spy  and  gallant  enemy! 




CONRAD 


VALERIE 


sebastiaii 


VEIDT  * HOBSON  * SH 

Screen  play  by  EMERIC  PRESSBURGER 
irecied  by  MICHAEL  POWE^ 


''Big  Stick"  Hits  at 
FWC's  Clearance 


(Continued  from  page  21) 
in  that  county  area  known  as  the  Balboa 
zone. 

It  will  be  remembered  during  the  NRA 
code  the  clearance  affecting  the  Balboa 
zone  was  subject  to  many  heated  argu- 
ments by  Campi. 

The  periods  of  protection,  clearance  and 
zoning  for  the  three  areas  mentioned  are 
not  the  same  as  for  Zones  1 to  22,  or 
areas  outside  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles 
in  which  FWC  operates,  the  petition  de- 
clares, “but  are  discriminatory  against  un- 
affiliated theatres  to  the  benefit  and  pre- 
ferment to  FWC.” 

Independent  exhibitors  charging  the 
same  admissions  at  theatres  in  contiguous 
territories  to  Los  Angeles,  such  as  Bell, 
Bellflower,  Beverly  Hills,  Burbank,  Comp- 
ton, Culver  City-Palms,  Hermosa  Beach, 
North  Hollywood,  Redonda  Beach,  San 
Fernando,  Sawtelle,  South  Pasadena,  Van 
Nuys,  Venice,  Westwood  and  Wilmington 
are  forced  to  wait  an  unreasonably  long 
time  after  FWC,  according  to  the  sched- 
ule, it  is  stated. 

Availabilities  computed  with  respect  to 
de  luxe  first  run  showings  in  Los  Angeles, 
which  is  regarded  as  the  "key  city”  are 
also  cited  to  be  unfair.  Listing  Alhambra. 
Bell,  Beverly  Hills,  Compton,  Glendale, 
Huntington  Park,  Inglewood,  Long  Beach, 
Monrovia,  Ocean  Park-Venice,  Pasadena, 
Pomona,  Redlands,  Redondo  Beach,  San 
Bernardino,  San  Pedro  and  Santa  Monica 
as  subordinate  key  points,  the  “Big  Stick” 
says  these  towns  are  prevented  from  com- 
peting against  FWC  until  “such  time  as 
the  defendants  arbitrarily  fix  after  ex- 
hibition in  FWC  theatres  in  and  around 
said  subordinate  key  points.” 

Taking  protection  over  towns  where  no 
theatre  exists  is  another  angle  brought 
out.  It  is  claimed  that  within  the  past 
three  years  independent  exhibitors  have 
erected  theatres  in  such  communities  and 
towns  and  “have  been  required  by  the  de- 
fendants to  follow  periods  of  protection, 
zoning  and  clearance  fixed  by  said  sched- 
ule with  no  opportunity  on  their  part  to 
negotiate  with  distributors  individually 
concerning  such  matters.”  Among  the 
towns  and  communities  so  affected  Fon- 
tana, Manhattan  Beach,  Montebello,  and 
Studio  City  are  listed. 

“The  enforcement  of  such  provisions  by 
defendants  serves  to  discourage  and  deter 
unaffiliated  exhibitors  fz'om  engaging  in 
the  motion  picture  business.”  Theatre  own- 
ers have  the  alternative,  the  “Big  Stick” 
adds,  of  seeking  and  obtaining  changes 
from  FWC. 

Determining  clearance  by  admission 
prices  is  also  regarded  as  unfair  in  that 
exhibitors  who  bolster  admissions  above 
the  “top  bracket”  cannot  secure  a short- 
ened clearance.  “The  purpose  and  effect 
of  thus  limiting  the  top  admission  price 
which  a theatre  may  adopt  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  or  changing  its  periods  of 
protection  and  clearance  is  to  arbitrarily 
and  unreasonably  discriminate  against  all 
unaffiliated  exhibitors  who  might  choose 


Took  26  Since  Decree,  Says  Gov't 


Los  Angeles — Since  August  21,  1930, 

the  date  Fox  West  Coast  consented  to  a 
“Big  Stick”  decree,  the  major  circuit 
acquired  or  pooled  with  a minimum  of  26 
independent  theatres  in  10  southern  Cali- 
fornia towns,  according  to  the  complaint 
lodged  against  the  circuit  on  alleged  viola- 
tion of  the  decree.  In  listing  theatres, 
location  and  the  years  in  which  the  re- 
ported deals  were  made,  the  government 
begins  with  1932  and  names  11  Los  An- 
geles situations,  which  is  the  lead-off  in 
the  towns  involved.  Riverside  and  San 
Diego  each  are  down  for  three  deals. 

“By  virtue  of  its  ownership  and  control 
of  theatres  which  have  and  exercise  the 
privilege  of  first  and  other  early  run  ex- 
hibitions in  such  locations,  it  (FWC)  dom- 
inates and  controls  the  exhibition  of  mo- 
tion pictures  in  almost  every  desirable  city. 

Theatre 


town  and  location  in  the  southern  half  of 
California,  including,  among  others,  the 
following:  Alhambra,  Anaheim,  Bakers- 
field, Banning,  Bell,  Belvedere  Gardens, 
Beverly  Hills,  Brawley,  Calexico,  Comp- 
ton, Culver  City,  El  Centro,  Fullerton, 
Glendale,  Hermosa  Beach,  Huntington 
Park,  Inglewood,  Los  Angeles,  Long 
Beach,  Monrovia,  North  Hollywood,  Ocean 
Park.  Ontario,  Pasadena,  Pomona,  Red- 
lands, Redondo  Beach,  Riverside,  San  Ber- 
nardino, San  Diego,  San  Louis  Obispo,  San 
Pedro,  Santa  Ana,  Santa  Barbara,  Santa 
Maria,  Santa  Monica,  Santa  Paula,  Sher- 
man. South  Pasadena,  Taft,  Van  Nuys, 
Venice,  Ventura,  Westwood  Village  and 
Wilmington.” 

The  26  listed  theatres  which  FWC  is 
said  to  have  either  pooled  or  acquired, 
the  towns  and  years  in  which  such  deals 
were  made  are  as  follows: 

Location  Year 

1932 

1933 
1933 
1933 
1933 

1933 

1934 
1934 

1934 

1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 

1935 

1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 


Sunkist  Pomona  

Capitol  Glendale  

Fairfax  .■ Los  Angeles  

Golden  Gate  Riverside  

Rubidoux  Riverside  

Leimert  Los  Angeles  

Larchmont  Los  Angeles  

Western  Los  Angeles  

Arroyo  Los  Angeles  

Nile  Bakersfield  

Palace  Long  Beach  

Mission  San  Diego  

Plaza  San  Diego  

Aztec  San  Diego  

Marquis  Los  Angeles  

Iris  Los  Angeles  

Tower  Los  Angeles  

Lyric  Monrovia  

Ritz  South  Pasadena 

Rialto  South  Pasadena 

Ravenna  Los  Angeles  

Melrose  Los  Angeles  

Parisian  Los  Angeles  

Long  Beach  Long  Beach  

Compton  Compton  


to  exhibit  films  at  admission  prices  other 
than  those  arbitrarily  fixed  in  said  sched- 
ule, particularly  if  such  unaffiliated  oper- 
ate in  competition  with  FWC.”  Another 
purpose  of  the  provision  is  to  prevent  in- 
dependent exhibitors  from  playing  pictures 
while  they  are  “still  of  substantial  ex- 
hibition value.”  Exhibitors  in  Zones  17  to 
23  in  Los  Angeles,  Glendale,  Long  Beach, 
Pasadena,  Beverly  Hills,  San  Bernardino, 
Alhambra,  Manhattan  Beach,  Redondo 
Beach,  Maywood,  Lynwood,  Southgate  and 
Orange  have  been  so  affected,  according 
to  the  complaint. 

Moveovers  are  designed  to  set  back 
availabilities  for  unaffiliates,  it  is  charged. 
All  companies,  with  the  exception  of  War- 
ners, are  involved  in  the  FWC  policy  of 
shunting  pictures  to  the  Fox  Wilshire, 
Beverly  Hills,  after  a downtown  Los 
Angeles  first  run.  This  delays  the  inde- 
pendents in  Beverly  Hills,  it  is  alleged. 

The  complaint  brings  out  the  fact  that 
Beverly  Hills  is  separate  and  distinct  from 
Los  Angeles  and  “notwithstanding  this 
fact  and  the  additional  fact  that  the 


schedule  limits  the  so-called  continued  run 
to  theatres  in  the  ‘same  city,  town  or 
zone’,”  the  practice  is  followed. 

That  FWC  has  pretty  much  its  own  way 
in  dating  pictures  is  denounced  as  dis- 
criminatory against  the  unaffiliated.  “Dis- 
tributors have  permitted  FWC  to  deter- 
mine in  each  competitive  situation  in  the 
Los  Angeles  territory  the  dates  when  pic- 
tures are  released  to  theatres  in  each  price 
classification  of  the  schedule.”  The  circuit 
is  said  to  have  delayed  exhibitors  for  days 
to  its  own  advantage. 

“All  unaffiliated  exhibitors  who  have 
operated  or  attempted  to  operate  first 
runs”  in  competition  have  been  unable  to 
secure  sufficient  product  because  of  the 
major  circuit’s  buying  policy,  it  is 
charged.  Granting  FWC  exclusion  privi- 
leges on  percentage  pictures  without  do- 
ing likewise  to  independents  is  cited  as 
one  example.  Not  only  is  the  selective 
contract  detrimental  in  that  the  same 
offer  is  not  made  unaffiliates  but  the  re- 
lease of  many  pictures  is  held  up  indefi- 
( Continued  on  page  34) 
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Keep  On  Your  Toes  With 

JOHN  GARFIELD 

and 

PRISCILLA  LANE 

In 

DUST  BE 
MY  DESTINY 


Alan  Hale  • Frank  McHugh  • Billy  Halop 
Directed  by  Lewis  Seiler 

Screen  Play  by  Robert  Rossen  • From  a Novel 
by  Jerome  Odium  • A First  Notional  Picture 

JACK  L.  WARNER  . HAL  B.  WALLIS 

In  CfiOirge  of  Production  fxecutive  Producer 

LOUIS  F.  EDELMAN 

Anociote  Producer 


Films  by  Droves  Is 
Shortage  Fear  Spike 


(Continued  from  page  8) 

Mutiny  in  the  Big:  House — Charles  Bickford  and 
Barton  MacLane. 

Scouts  of  the  Air — John  Trent. 

Heroes  in  Blue — No  cast  designated. 

Mr.  Wong  at  Headquarters — Boris  Karloff. 

Paramount 

Honeymoon  in  Bali — Madeleine  Carroll  and  Fred 
MacMurray. 

Jamaica  Inn — Charles  Laughton  and  Maureen 
O’Hara. 

Reineiiiber  the  Night — Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Fred 
MacMurray. 

Texas  Rangers  Ride  Again — No  cast  designated. 

Golden  Gloves — No  cast  designated. 

Hot  Ice — No  cast  designated. 

Broken  Heart  Cafe — No  cast  designated. 

Woman  From  Hell — ’No  cast  designated. 

St.  Martin's  Lane — Charles  Laughton  and  Vivien 
Leigh. 

Television  Spy — William  Henry. 

Disputed  Passage — t*orothy  Lamour,  Akim  Tami- 
roff  and  John  Howard. 

Geroniino — Preston  Foster  and  Ellen  Drew. 

Rulers  of  the  Sea — Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Mar- 
garet Lockwood  and  Will  Fyffe. 

Diamonds  Are  Dangerous — Isa  Miranda  and 

George  Brent. 

The  Light  That  Failed — Ronald  Colman  and  Wal- 
ter Huston. 

Dr.  Cyclops — Albert  Dekker. 

Emergency  Squad — Louise  Campbell. 

Gay  Days  of  Victor  Herbert— Walter  Connolly  and 
Allan  Jones. 

Parole  Fixer — Lyle  Talbot  and  William  Henry. 

Typhoon — Dorothy  Lamour. 

Happy  Ending — Pat  O’Brien  and  Olnnpe  Bradna. 

Strange  Money — Ellen  Drew. 

Opened  by  Mistake — Akim  Tamiroff,  Charles  Rug- 
gles.  (Formerly  titled  "Way  of  All  Flesh") 

Crime  File — No  cast  designated. 

Safari — Madeleine  Carroll  and  I>ouglas  Fair- 
banks jr. 

Victory — No  cast  designated. 

Road  to  Singapore — Bing  Crosby  and  Bob  Hope. 

The  Biscuit  Eater — -No  cast  designated. 

I'ntamed — Ray  M.lland  and  Akim  Tamiroff. 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  P<)lice — No  cast  desig- 
nated. 

Triumpli  Over  Pain — No  cast  designated.  (Socio- 
logical). 

Lab<>ratory  G-Men — No  cast  designated. 

Producers  Pictures  Corp. 

Torture  Shii>— Irving  Pichel  and  Lyle  Talbot. 

Brigham  Young — V-tah  Mira<*le  Man — No  cast 
designated. 

Burie<l  Alive — No  cast  designated. 

Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin — No  <*ast  designated. 

Wanted  for  Murder — No  cast  designated. 

RKO  Radio 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl — Ginger  Rogers  and  Waltei 
Connolly 

Nurse  Edith  (avell  -Anna  Neagle  and  George 
Sanders. 

Three  Sons — Edward  Ellis  and  Virginia  Vale. 

Allegheny  I'prising — John  Wayne  and  Clairo 
Trevor. 

<lucen  of  Destiny — Anna  Neagle  and  Anton  Wal- 
brook. 

Reno— Richard  Dix  and  Gail  Patrick. 

Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois — Raymond  Massey  and 
Ruth  Gordon. 

Meet  Dr.  Christian — Jean  Hersholt. 

Sued  for  l>ibel — Kent  Taylor. 

Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame — C’harles  Laughton. 

Vigil  in  the  Night — Carole  Lombard  and  Brian 
Aherne. 

Dr.  Christian  (No.  2 in  series) — Jean  Her.sholl 

Swiss  Family  Robins4>n — Tim  Holt. 

Heart  of  Darkness — Orson  Welles. 

Silver  City — Tim  Holt. 

Full  Contes  ion — Victor  McLaglen  and  Sally  Eilers. 

Distant  Fields — Barbara  Read,  John  Archer. 

Sunset — Virginia  Weidler. 

Ramparts  We  Watch — No  cast  designated. 

Republic 

Calling  All  Marines — Donald  Barry  and  Helen 
Mack. 

Sabotage — Arleen  Whelan  and  Gordon  Oliver. 

Abraham  Lincoln  Boggs — Edward  Ellis. 

I^ondon  Blackout — No  cast  designated. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Here  I Am  a Stranger — Richard  Greene  and  Nancy 
Kelly. 

The  Pvseape — Kane  Richmond  and  Allan  Duff. 

Hollywood  Cavalcade — Alice  Faye  and  Don 

Ameche. 

20,000  Men  a Year — Randolph  Scott  and  Martha 
Healy. 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk — Claudette  Colbert  and 
Henry  Fonda. 

Swanee  River — Don  Ameche,  A1  Jolson  and  Andrea 
Leeds. 

(’ity  in  Darkness—  Sidney  Toler  and  Lynn  Bari. 

Heaven  With  a Barbed  W'ire  Fence^ — Jean  Rogeis 
and  Glenn  Ford, 

Little  Old  New  York — Alice  Faye.  Richard  Greene 


and  Fred  MacMurray. 

The  City — Ricardo  Cortez. 

The  Gra|>es  of  Wrath — Henry  Fonda. 

Father  Duffy — No  cast  designated. 

The  Valiant — No  cast  designated. 

Man  Who  Wouldn’t  Talk — Lloyd  Nolan. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Panama — Sidney  Toler. 

United  Artists 

Intermezzo,  a Love  Story — Leslie  Howard,  Ingrid 
Bergman  and  John  Halliday. 

The  Real  Glory — Gary  Cooper  and  Andrea  Leeds. 
Raffles — David  Niven. 

Of  Mice  and  Men — Burgess  Meredith. 

Rebecca — Laurence  Olivier  and  Joan  Fontaine. 
Personal  History— No  cast  designated. 

Our  Town — No  cast  designated. 

Blackout  Over  Europe — Gary  Cooper. 

House  Across  the  Bay — Joan  Bennett. 

Ordeal — No  cast  designated. 

Waterloo  Bridge — No  cast  designated. 

('anal  Zone — Jon  Hall. 

Seventh  Cavalry — Gary  Cooper.  (Military). 
Sweetheart  of  Turret  One — No  cast  designated. 
(Naval). 

Two  Years  Before  the  Mast — No  cast  designated. 
Kit  Carson,  Avenger — No  cast  designated. 

My  Son,  My  Son — Louis  Hayward. 

South  of  Pago  Pago — No  cast  designated. 
Vinegaroon — Gary  Cooper  (Historical). 

Universal 

Rio — Sigrid  Gurie  and  Basil  Rathbone. 

The  Witness  Vanishes— Edmund  Lowe  and  Wend> 
Barrie. 

Tower  of  I.«ondon — Basil  Rathbone  and  Boris  Kar- 
loff. 

Tropic  Fury — Richard  Arlen  and  Andy  Devine, 
(’all  a Messenger — Little  Tough  Guys  and  Mary 
Carlisle. 

.Missing  Evidence — Preston  Foster  and  Irene 

Hervey. 

Man  From  Montreal — Richard  Arlen  and  Andy 
Devine. 

Invisible  Man  Returns — Cedric  Hardwicke. 


(Continued  from  page  9) 
Employment  Compensation  reported  11,- 
500  applicants  placed  in  private  jobs  in 
August,  an  increase  of  16  per  cent  over 
July.  Four  railroads  reported  all  laid-off 
men  recalled  in  this  area  and  a few  hun- 
dred additional  workers  hired. 

Bes  Moines — The  Quaker  Oats  plant  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  added  400  men  in  the 
last  two  weeks  to  meet  demand  from  war- 
buying wave.  Other  food  processing  plants 
report  orders  “above  normal.” 

Detroit — Carlton  R.  Runciman,  member 
of  Michigan’s  Social  Welfare  Commission, 
said  employment  in  the  Detroit  area  had 
increased  80,000  in  the  last  three  weeks. 
Automobile  production,  near  50,000  units 
last  week,  was  expected  to  reach  100,000 
by  mid-October.  Upper  Michigan  copper 
and  iron  mines  have  increased  the  work 
week  to  five  days  from  the  three. 

Indianapolis  — Steel  circles  estimated 
10,000  men  just  returned  to  work  in  north- 
western Indiana  mills,  making  a 62,000 
working  force;  industrial  employment 
generally  was  estimated  at  the  highest 
point  in  nearly  two  years.  The  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  planned  to  take  back  600 
men  for  equipment  repairs.  New  applica- 
tions for  unemployment  compensation 
were  the  lowest  since  last  May. 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Paul  Patterson,  direc- 
tor of  the  State  Employment  Service,  said 
employment  has  been  increasing  in  Arkan- 
sas since  February  and  shows  “marked 
acceleration”  the  past  two  weeks. 

New  Haven — Connecticut  aircraft  and 
arms  plants  on  higher  working  schedules, 
with  Hartford  aii’craft  plants  busy  on  large 
foreign  orders  in  the  belief  the  neutrality 
act  may  be  revised;  Naugatuck  Valley 
brass  centers  report  a sharp  increase  in 


Dramas  Far  Ahead; 
Comedies  Second 


Atlantic  Cable — No  cast  designated. 

All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front — Reissue. 

The  Road  Back — Reissue. 

Bull  by  the  Horns — Irene  Dunne. 

Test  Driver — Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine. 

The  Road  to  Romance — No  cast  designated. 

No  Power  on  Earth — Victor  McLaglen,  Freddie 
Bartholomew. 

Warner  Bros. 

A Child  Is  Born — Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Gladys 
George  and  Jeffrey  Lynn. 

Kspionage  Agent — Joel  McCrea  and  Brenda  Mar- 
shall. 

Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass — Edith  Fellowes  and 
James  McCallion. 

Smashing  the  Money  Ring — Ronald  Reagan  and 
Margot  Stevenson. 

Roaring  Twenties — James  Cagney  and  Priscilla 
Lane. 

Four  Wives — Priscilla  Lane  and  John  Garfield. 

State  Cop — John  Payne. 

Gambling  on  the  High  Seas — Wayne  Morris. 

Philo  Vance  Returns — James  Stephenson. 

20,000  Years  in  Sing  Sing — John  Garfield  and  Ann 
Sheridan. 

Return  of  Dr.  X — Humphrey  Bogart. 

W>  Are  Not  Alone — Paul  Muni. 

Uncle  .Sam  Awakens — Ronald  Reagan. 

Elizabeth  and  Essex — Betty  Davis  and  Errol 
Flynn. 

Dress  Parade — Dead  End  Kids  and  John  Litel. 

(Continued  on  page  33) 


working  time. 

New  Orleans — A.  P.  Fant,  industrial 
secretary  of  the  Association  of  Commerce, 
said  business  in  the  south  and  southwest 
has  been  speeded  indirectly  by  the  Euro- 
pean war. 

Philadelphia — The  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road announced  a $17,000,000  equipment 
program;  repairs  to  provide  jobs  for  4,000 
additional  men  in  railroad  and  shops; 
Reading  Railroad  will  also  increase  shop 
forces. 

Pittsburgh — The  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
recalled  1,560  furloughed  employes  in 
western  Pennsylvania  and  the  Pittsburgh 
and  Lake  Erie,  300.  Fayette  County  mines 
took  back  5,000  workers.  The  same  county 
fired  1,500  beehive  coke  ovens.  Steel  cir- 
cles estimated  that  10,000  men  had  re- 
turned to  the  mills  since  August  1,  with 
10,000  more  to  be  put  to  work  in  the  next 
few  weeks. 

Phoenix,  Ariz. — Increased  price  of  cop- 
per is  said  to  have  stimulated  mining  em- 
ployment a little. 

St.  Louis — Employment  is  said  to  be  ris- 
ing steadily,  especially  in  consumer  goods 
lines. 

San  Francisco — Shipbuilding  orders  are 
expected  to  make  work  for  3,000  in  the 
San  Francisco  area;  sugar  refining  and 
canned  goods  activity  quickened  by  war 
buying. 

Seattle — Lumber  industry  reported  best 
month  in  August  since  the  spring  of  1937, 
with  mills  expanding  working  time. 

Youngstown,  Ohio — Steel  companies  pre- 
pared four  additional  blast  furnaces  for 
operation;  3,000  mill  workers  are  estimated 
to  have  been  recalled  since  July  1;  United 
Engineering  and  Foundry  projected  a plant 
expansion,  adding  to  forces. 


Rise  in  General  Business  Is 
Seen  as  Theatre  Boom  Sign 
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By  phone,  by  wire,  by  man,  lead- 
ing  exhibitors  are  making  their 
reservations  for  the  Gala  Theatre 
Previews  of  HOLLYWOOD 
CAVALCADE  on  October  2 and  3 (only  a little  more  than  a week 
away)!  Ail  seats  are  reserved ! Make  sure  you  get  yours ! . . . Get  in 
touch  with  your  20th  Century -Fox  exchange  today! 


im 


"THE  RAINS  CAME"  HEADS  LINEUP  WITH  210% 


BOSTON 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Fenway — Blackmail  (M-G-M);  Hohby  Faniil> 

(FN)  "0 

Memorial — In  >«ame  Only  (PiKO).  2nd  wk. ; 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  75 

Metropolitan — l^aii  Geste  (Para).  2nd  wk.; 

Millions  (Para)  

<irpheum — Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA),  9 days; 

Coast  (iiiard  (Col)  135 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway 75 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  110 


CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 100 

Carolina — Fady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M). 

1st  half  00 

Carolina— When  Tomorrow  C'omes  (Univ). 

2nd  half  100 

Imperial — Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN).  1st  half.  110 
Imperial — They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA), 

2nd  half  100 

State — The  Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox). 

1st  half  110 

State — Timber  St*ami>ede  (RKO),  2nd  half 100 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — The  Star  Maker  (Para).  3rd  loop  wk. . . 
Chicago — lieau  Oeste  (Para),  plus  stage 

show;  held  2nd  wk 

Garrick — Angels  AVash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Oriental — Mutiny  on  the  Blackhawk  (Univ); 
Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20tli-F'ox),  con- 
tinued loop  run.  plus  stage  show 

Palace — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ).  plus 

stage  show,  held  2nd  wk 

Roosevelt — tiolden  Boy  (Col).  2nd  loop  wk. . . . . 
State-Lake — Blondie  Takes  a Aa<ation  (Col). 

plus  stage  show  

United  Artists — The  AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M). 

3rd  wk 

World  Playhouse — The  AAare  C'ase  (20th-Fox). 
held  2nd  wk 


85 

120 

95 

100 

115 

100 

90 

100 

90 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — In  Name  Only  (RKO).  2nd  wk 135 

Hii'jpodrome — The  Old  Alai<l  (FN)  . .140 

P^alace  — I Stole  a Million  (Univ);  Stage:  Artie 

Shaw  and  his  orchestra  160 

State — The  AA'omen  (M-G-M)  155 

Stillman — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M).  2nd 


DALLAS 


Capitol — Missing  Daughter  ((701).  1st  part 100 

(.’ai)itol — Five  Came  Back  (RKO).  2nd  part... 110 
Capitol — Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para).  3rd  part..  80 

Majestic — Golden  Bo.\  (Col)  130 

Palace — In  Nan»e  Only  (RKO)  120 

pjaito — Magnificent  Fraud  (Para).  1st  half... 110 
liiaito— I Stole  a Million  (Univ).  2nd  half.... 125 
Tower — Star  Maker  (Para).  2nd  wk 95 


DENVER 

Aladdin— Four  Feathers  (UA).  after  a wk.  at 

the  Lenver  

Broadwa> — In  Name  Only  (RK(~));  Miracles 
fnr  Sale  (M-G-M).  after  a wk.  at  the 

Orpheum  

Denham — Beau  Geste  (Para),  after  3 days 
last  wk 


l)enver — When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) lOO 

c)rpheum — The  AVomen  (M-G-M):  The  S|)ell- 

binder  (RK(0)  130 

Paramount  — Hotel  for  AA'omen  (20th-Fox); 

(luiok  Millions  (20th-Fox)  ......130 

Rialto — Tum!>le\\ eeds  (Astor);  liehind  Prison 

Gates  (Col)  100 

DETROIT 

Adamjs — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO).  after  a wk. 

at  Fox;  F'ixer  Dugan  (RKO) 95 

Fox — (rolden  Boy  (c’ol);  Charlie  Chan  at 

Treasure  Island  (2nth-Fox)  90 

Michigan — Angels  AA  ash  Their  F'aces  ( FN  ) ; 

Stolen  l..ife  (Para)  90 

Palms  State — The  Star  Maker  (Para),  after  a 

wk.  at  Michigan;  Island  of  I>ost  Men  (Para). 100 
United  Arti.sts — Beau  (ieste  (Para) 125 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alanu) — The  Fighting  Gringo  (RKO):  The 

House  of  Fear  (Univ).  1st  half 75 

Alamo — Death  Goes  North  (SR);  Heritage 

of  the  Desert  (Para).  2nd  half  ')5 


Apollo — Star  Alaker  (Para):  This  Man  Is  Neus 


(Para).  2nd  w-k.,  moreover  from  Circle 75 

Circle — Beau  Geste  (Para);  Death  of  a 

Champion  (Para)  12U 

Loew’s — The  AA'omen  (M-G-M):  6,000  Kiiemies 

(M-G-M)  17:. 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esqu’re — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox). 

holdover  00 

Midland — The  AA’cunen  (M-G-M);  They  All 

Come  Out  (M-G-M)  150 

Newman — Beau  (ieste  (Para),  held  145 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


The  Rains  Came — New  York 210 

The  Women  (dual) — Indian- 
apolis   175 

Golden  Boy — Pittsburgh  155 

The  Women — Cleveland  155 

Beau  Geste  (dual) — Los  Angeles. .150 

Stanley  and  Livingstone — 

Salt  Lake  City  150 

The  Women — Denver,  Kansas 

City,  New  Haven,  Omaha 150 

Beau  Geste — Kansas  City 145 

Blackmail^ — Philadelphia  140 

I Stole  a Million  (dual)  — 

Oklahoma  City  140 

The  Old  Maid — Cleveland,  Los 

Angeles  140 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


(i<KKll)ye,  Air.  Chips,  18th  wk..  New  York 
City. 

The  Old  Maid,  5th  wk..  New  York  City. 
Four  FVather.s,  4th  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 

Beau  (ieste,  3rd  wk..  Portland. 

F;iach  Dawn  I Die,  3rd  wk..  Philadelphia. 
(Jolden  Boy,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 

The  Star  Maker,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago,  New 
York  City. 


Orpheum — Kach  Dawn  I Die  (FN);  Flvery- 


IxMly’s  Hol>l>>  (FN),  holdover  75 

Tower — .Air.  ALdo  Takes  a Aaeation  (20th- 

Fox),  stage  .show  80 

Uptown — Stanley  and  laving.^tone  ( 20th-?\)x) . . 70 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — l>a<l>  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 

6,006  Flnemies  (M-G-M)  110 

L'>owntown' — The  Old  Maid  (FN)  140 

Four  Star — Four  F'eathers  (X^A).  4th  wk 75 

Hillstreet — (joldeii  Ihiy  (Col);  FMve  Little 

Peppers  and  How  They  Grew  (Col) 100 

Hollywood — Same  as  I>owntown  14i> 

Pantages — Same  a.s  Hillstreet  100 

F^aramount — Ihau  (ileste  (Para);  Hero  for  a 

Day  (Univ)  150 

State — Same  as  Chinese  115 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — The  Star  Maker  (Para):  Graiul  Jury 

Secrets  (Para).  2nd  wk 90 

Riverside — I5liiid  Alley  (Col);  F'olies  Bergere 

on  stage  220 

Strand — Stanley  ami  Livingstone  (20th-Fox)  ; 

AA'hen  Tomorrow  C(unes  (RKG).  2nd  wk 80 

Warner— The  Old  Alaid  (FN);  The  Hobby 

F'ainily  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 

Wisconsin — The  AA’izanI  of  Oz  (M-G-M), 

2n<l  wk 95 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Aster — Fighting  Gringo  (RKO);  AAay  Down 

South  (RKO)  85 

(’entury — Tlie  Star  Maker  (Para),  2nd  wk 90 

< ropher — Adventures  of  Sheri ocd^  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  99 

Mmnesota — Flight  at  Alidnight  (Rep),  plu.s 

stage  show  lOn 

C>ri>heum — F^ach  Dawn  I Die  (T'N)  100 

State — In  Name  Only  (FiKO)  . . ’ 80 

Time — Clouds  Over  Fhiroix*  (Col)  lOn 

World — Four  Feathers  (UA),  2nd  wk 125 

NEW  HAVEN 

('ollege— The  A\'omen  (M-O-M);  They  All 

Come  Out  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk 150 

Loew-Poli — In  Name  Only  (RKO):  Charlie 
Chan  at  Trea-^ure  Island  (20th-Fox). 

moved  to  the  College  9.: 

Paramount — Hotel  for  AA'omen  (20th-Fox); 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para)  90 

Roger  Sherman — The  Old  Maid  (FN);  Torchy 
IMays  AA'ith  Dynamite  (WB),  5 days,  return 
engagement  55 


(’enter — Chasing  Danger  (20th-Fox)  75 

Globe — Second  F’iddle  (20th-Fox),  2nd  run....  85 

Liberty — In  Name  Only  (RKO).  2nd  run 95 

Orpheum — The  Old  Alaid  (FN)  100 

Saenger — Beau  Geste  (Para)  125 

State — The  AA'omen  (M-G-M)  125 

Tudor — The  F2agle  and  the  Hawk  (Para), 

reissue  100 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astur — (hKxlhye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M).  17th 

wk..  held  105 

(’apitol — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M) 90 

Criterion — Flight  at  Alidnight  (Kep) 100 

(jlobe — Angels  AA’ash  Their  Faces  (FN), 

2nd  wk 100 

Paramouni — 'J'he  Star  Maker  (Para).  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show,  held  135 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Golden  Boy  (Col), 

plus  stage  show  115 

Rivoli — Vnder-Piip  (I’niv)  95 

Roxy — Bains  Came  (20th-Fox),  plu.s  stage 

show  210 

Strand — Old  Alaid  (FN).  5th  wk..  plus  stage 

show,  held  100 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — F’our  F'eathers  (UA) 100 

Liberty — 1 .Stole  a Million  (X^niv);  Panama 

Lad.>  (RKO)  140 

Midwest — These  Glaimmr  (iirls  (M-G-M) 70 

Fdaza — The  Star  Alaker  (Para),  moveover 100 

State — Flight  at  Alidnight  (Rep);  In  Old 

Aloiiterey  (Rep),  3 days  110 

State — The  l.,ady  A'aiiishes  (GB);  Storm  Over 

Bengal  (Rep),  4 days  120 

Tower — Stanley  and  Living.stone  ( 20th  - Fox ). 

moveover  120 


OMAHA 


Brandeis — The  Old  Alaid  (FN);  AA'ay  Down 

South  (F-tKO).  2nd  wk 100 

Omalia — Beau  tieste  (Para);  Gnicie  Allen 

Alurder  Case  (Para)  150 

Orpheum — I nexpei'ted  F'ather  (XTniv);  These 

tdarnour  tiirls  (M-G-M)  100 


PHILADELPHIA 


Aldine — 'I'lie  I’nder-Pup  (XTniv)  75 

Boyd— The  Old  Alaid  (FN).  2nd  wk 135 

Earle — AAinter  Carnival  (UA).  plus  stage 

.show  headed  by  Sammy  Kaye’s  orchestra ....  110 

F'ox — Dust  Be  M>  Destiny  (FN) 110 

Karlton— The  AVizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M). 

2nd  wk 125 

F'alace — Each  Dawn  I Die  (F"N).  3rd  wk IKJ 

Stanley — In  Name  Only  (RKO)  90 

Stanton — Blackmail  (M-G-M)  140 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — (ii»l<len  Boy  (Col)  155 

Barry — Assa'-sin  of  Youth  (Mono),  2nd  wk 80 

Fulton— 1 Stole  a Alillion  (Univ) 85 

F’enn — The  \V<uiien  (M-G-M)  130 

Senator — Coa  t thiard  (Col);  A AA’oman  Is  the 

Jmlge  (Col)  70 

Stanley — In  Name  Only  (RKO)  85 

Warner—  Laily  of  the  Tropics  (M-(j-M), 

2iul  d.  t.  wk 100 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Angels  AA’adi  Their  Faces  (F'N); 

These  (ihimour  (iirls  (M-G-M)  11.5 

Liberty — The  Star  Alaker  (Para):  The  Si)ell- 

binder  (RKO)  120 

Mayfa  r — Beau  tieste  (Para);  News  Is  Alade 

at  Night  (20th-Fox).  3rd  wk 100 

Orpheum—  Cowboy  (hiii*’t^rha<‘k  (F'N);  . . . one- 
third  of  a nation  . . . (Para),  plus  .stage 
show  headed  by  Roscoe  Ates  and  Jackie 

Souders’  orchestra  105 

F’aramount-- In  Name  Onl>  (RKO);  Blondie 

Takes  a A'acation  (<’ol)  lOO 

United  Artists — The  Ohl  Alaid  (F''N);  Nanc.'v 

Drew  and  the  Hidden  Staircase  (WB) 110 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Capitol — The  tiirl  and  the  (iainbler  (RKO); 

Alan  About  Tmvii  (Para).  2nd  run 100 

C’entre — AA  hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Xhiiv) 120 

Studio — Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th-F'‘ox)  . . .150 
Utah — Hcdel  f*»r  \V<nnen  (20th-F^ox);  (4rand 

Jury  Secrets  (Pira)  110 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Muu.se — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M); 

The  Spellbinder  (RKO)  90 

Fifth  Avenue — The  Bains  Caine  (20th-Fox); 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ)  100 

Liberty — Golden  Boy  (Col).  3rd  wk 90 

Music  Box — Beau  (reste  (Para).  2nd  wk., 

moveover  from  Paramount  100 

Orpheum — AAdveiitiires  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox);  AA'ay  Down  South  (RKO) 90 

Palomar — The  Ohl  Alaid  (FN),  held  over 100 

Paramount — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  AA'ater- 

front  (WB)  100 
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Studios  Are  Humming 
With  Heavy  Slates 


(Continued  from  page  30) 

Guilty  n’onien — Lya  Lys. 

Invisible  Strijws — George  Raft. 

The  Sea  Hank — Errol  Flynn. 

Tiiiil>er  Wolf — Dennis  Morgan  and  Alan  Hale. 
Figliting  (i9th — Pat  O’Brien. 

Kclgar  Alien  Poe — Claude  Rains. 

Captain  Horatio  Hornhlower — No  ca.st  de.signated 
Or.  lOhrlieh — Edward  G.  Robinson. 

Virginia  Cit.v — Errol  Flynn. 

Enein.v  Witliin — No  cast  designated. 

We  Sliall  Meet  Again — Bette  Davis,  George  Brent. 
The  Times  of  Tony  Pastor — Edward  G.  Robinson 
Osborne  of  Sing  Sing — No  cast  designated. 

Torrid  Zone — George  Raft,  Ann  Sheridan. 

Married,  Pretty  and  Poor — Ann  Sheridan. 
Dangerous  Curves — Ann  Sheridan. 

Two  Sons — James  Cagney. 

Bridge  of  Sighs — Ronald  Reagan. 

Secrets  of  a Private  Nurse — Ronahl  Reagan, 

The  Desert  Song — Dennis  Morgan. 

The  Patent  Teather  Kid — George  Raft,  Priscilla 
Lane. 

The  Skipper  of  the  Ispahan — George  Brent. 


Comedies 


Columbia 

Aiigrelii  Is  22 — No  cast  designated. 

Beware  of  Spooks! — Joe  E.  Brown  and  Mary  Car- 
lisle. 

Blondie  Brings  t7p  Baby  — Arthur  I^ake  and 
Penny  Singleton. 

His  Girl  Fridav — Irene  Dunne. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Fast  and  Furious — Ann  Sothern  and  Franchot 
Tone. 

At  the  Circus — Marx  Bros. 

Another  Thin  Man — William  Powell  and  Myrna 
Loy. 

Forty  Little  Mothers — Eddie  Cantor,  Judy  Garland, 
Henry  Goes  Arizona — Frank  Morgan. 


No  Paramount  Cuts. 

Says  Balaban 

New  York — It  will  not  happen  at 
Paramount,  Rumors  of  a cut  in  home 
office  personnel  are  denied  by  Barney 
Balaban  who  says  "We  have  not  made 
any  and  we  do  not  consider  making 
any." 


Living  ill  a Big  Way — Lana  Turner. 

Marx  Br<)thers  in  Europe— The  Marx  Brothers. 
Kemeinher — liobert  Taylor  and  Greer  Gar.son. 

A Call  on  the  President — Marsha  Hunt. 

Paramount 

5>1,000  a Touchdown — Joe  E.  Brown  and  Martha 
Raye. 

Mhat  a Life — Jackie  Cooper  and  Betty  Field. 

The  Cat  and  the  Canary — Bob  Hope  and  Paulette 
Goddard. 

The  Fanner’s  Daughter — Martha  Raye. 

Campus  Wives — Joseph  Allen  and  Janice  Logan. 
Seventeen — Jackie  Cooper  and  Betty  Field. 

Our  Neighbors — the  Carters — =^Fay  Bainter  and  Ed- 
mund Lowe. 

Buck  Benny  Rides  Again — Jack  Benny. 

At  Good  Old  Siwash — William  Holden. 

I’ntitled  Comedy — Claudette  Colbert. 

RKO  Radio 

Flying  Deuces — Laurel  and  Hardy. 

Hot  Tamale — laipe  Velez. 

Cross  Country  R<nnance — Lucille  Ball. 

Miinhuttan  Miraide — No  cast  designated. 

Republic 

Covere<l  Trails — James  Gleason. 

20th  Century-Fox 

He  Married  His  Wife — Joel  McCrea,  Nancy  Kelly. 
Jones  Family  at  the  World’s  F'air — Jed  Prouty. 
Spring  Byington. 

Juhilo — Jane  Withers,  Gene  Autry. 

Stop,  Look  and  Love— -Jean  Roger.s  and  William 
Frawley. 

Shipyard  Sally— G racie  rh'elds  and  Sydney  Howard 
Pack  Fp  Your  Tr<uihles — Jane  Withers. 

Too  Busy  to  Work — Jones  Family. 

The  Simple  Life — Stuart  Erwin  and  Marjorie 


No  Production  Letup 
Over  European  War 

Weaver. 

Daytime  Mile — Tyrone  Power  and  Nancy  Kelly. 
High  School — Jane  Withers. 

Three  Blind  Dates — No  cast  designated. 

FAerythiiig  Happens  at  Night — Sonja  Ilenie. 

United  Artists 

Kteriially  Yours — Loretta  Young  and  David  Niven. 
Housekeeper’s  Daughter — Joan  Bennett,  William 
Gargan  and  Adolphe  Menjou. 

Send  Another  Coffin — Pat  O’Brien  and  Edward 
Arnold. 

Production  No.  (> — Charles  Chaidin. 

Three  (’heers  for  Miss  Bisho|) — Barbara  Stanwyck. 
A Chiimp  at  Oxford — ^Laurel  and  Hardy. 

Universal 

F'ashions  for  Sale — No  cast  designated. 

First  I.ove — Deanna  Durbin. 

Has  Anybody  Here  Seen  Kelly? — No  cast  desig- 
nated. 

Hero  for  a Day — Anita  Louise  and  Dick  Foran. 
Little  Accident — Baby  Sandy,  Hugh  Herbert  and 
Florence  Rice. 

Listen,  Kids — Johnny  Downs. 

It’s  a Date — Deanna  Durbin. 

Warner  Bros. 

No  Place  to  Go — Fred  Stone,  Gloria  I>ickson  and 
Dennis  Morgan. 

Lady  Dick — Jane  Wyman. 

Brother  Rat  and  the  Baby — Eddie  Albert. 

Smiling  Corpse — Frank  McHugh. 

'I’hree  Cheers  for  the  Irish — Pat  O’Brien,  Frank 
McHugh. 

(iranny  Get  Your  Gun — May  Robson. 


Musicals 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Broadwa.^  Mel<»dy  of  1940 — Fred  A.staire  and 
Eleanor  Powell. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


^Uat  2ioed  9t  Mean? 


BOXOFFICE  ::  September  23.  1939 


33 


FWC  Clearance  Is 
"Big  Stick"  Target 

(Continued  from  page  28) 
nitely  at  times  before  FWC  rejects,  the 
government  alleges. 

At  the  conclusion  of  each  season,  the 
“Big  Stick’’  maintains,  FWC  cancels  a 
greater  number  of  pictures  than  bargained 
for  in  contracts,  an  advantage  not  per- 
mitted independents.  In  respect  to  forcing 
of  shorts,  FWC  is  said  to  buy  only  what  it 
can  use  while  the  smaller  accounts  must 
take  everything.  However,  the  exception 
in  this  respect  are  UA  and  Waimers. 

In  the  past  three  years,  it  is  argued,  dis- 
tributors have  permitted  FWC  to  reduce 


percentages  on  pictures  being  double  fea- 
tured, deduct  score  charges,  deduct  from 
the  gross  the  cost  of  giveaways  or  stage 
shows  while  with  few  exceptions  these  con- 
cessions are  not  made  in  independent 
deals.  FWC  does  not  have  to  play  per- 
centage pictures  in  subsequent  run  thea- 
tres, the  “Big  Stick”  claims,  while  inde- 
pendents each  season  are  asked  to  pay 
higher  rentals. 

The  violations  charged  actually  take  up 
19  pages  of  a 79-page  brief.  Albert  J. 
Law,  who  conducted  the  three-year  in- 
vestigation leading  to  the  complaint,  also 
was  active  in  the  proceedings  which  re- 
sulted in  the  consent  decree  in  1930. 

The  “Big  Stick”  leaves  it  up  to  the  court 
to  decide  punishment  to  be  imposed.  Date 
for  answer  is  October  16  with  the  indica- 
tion demands  will  be  made  for  bills  of 
particulars. 


All  Companies  Push 
Schedules  Ahead 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Balalaika — Nelson  Eddy  and  Ilona  Massey. 

Babes  in  Anns — Judy  Garland  and  Mickey  Rooney. 
Good  News — Judy  Garland. 

Paramount 

Coinin’  Around  the  Mountain — Lynne  Overman. 
Glimpse  of  Heaven — Linda  W’are. 

A Night  at  Earl  CaToll’s — No  cast  designated. 

REO  Radio 

Everything’s  On  lee — Irene  Dare  and  Eric  Linden. 
That’s  Right,  You’re  Wrong — Kay  Kyser. 

Republic 

Jeepers  Creeiiers — Roy  Rogers,  Weaver  Bros,  and 
Elviry. 

Hit  I’arade  of  1940 — Frances  Langford. 

Universal 

Hawaiian  Nights — Johnny  Downs  and  Mary  Car- 
lisle. 

Warner  Bros. 

On  Y’our  Toes — Zorina  and  Eddie  Albert. 


Westerns 


Columbia 

stranger  From  Texas — Charles  Starrett. 

The  Man  Trailer — Charles  Starrett. 

Monogram 

Overland  Mail — Jack  Randall. 

Pioneer  Days — Jack  Randall. 

Entitled — Jimmy  Newill. 

Untitled — Tex  Ritter. 

Paramount 

Law  of  the  Pampas — William  Boyd. 

I.lano  Kid — Tito  Guizar  and  Gale  Sondergaard. 
Knights  of  the  Range — Russell  Hayden  and  Jean 
Parker. 

Medicine  Show — William  Boyd. 

Go  West,  Young  Man — No  cast  designated. 

Light  of  Western  Stars — No  cast  designated. 

Gun  Chores — William  Boyd. 

Producers  Pictures  Corp. 

Sagebrush  Famil.v  Trails  West — Boiiby  Clark. 

Man  From  Oklahoma — George  Houston. 

REO  Radio 

Marshal  of  Mesa  Cit.v — George  O’Brien. 

Untitled — George  O'Brien. 

Republic 

Arizona  Kid — Roy  Rogers. 

Kansas  Terrors — Three  Mesquiteers. 

Cowboy  From  Texas — Three  Mesquiteers. 

Wagons  Westward — John  Wayne. 

Rovin’  Tumbleweeds — Gene  Autry. 

Robin  Hood  of  the  Pecos— Roy  Rogers. 

In  Old  Cheyenne — Roy  Rogers. 

20th  Century-Fox 

The  Adventurer — Cesar  Romero  and  Binnie  Barnes. 
The  Cisco  Kid  in  Chicago — Cesar  Romero. 

Universal 

Oklahoma  Frontier. 

Chip  of  the  Flying  U. 

Galloping  Kid. 

Outlawed  Marshal. 

\ Igilante  War — All  with  Johnny  Mack  Brown. 


Other  Types 


Rip  Van  Winkle — Based  on  the  legendary  char- 
acter. Planned  by  Monogram. 

The  Fight  for  Peace — War  documentary,  assembled 
bv  J.  J.  Milstein.  Monogram  to  release. 
Gulliver’s  Travels — Feature  length  cartoon,  pro- 
duced by  Max  Fleischer  tor  Paramount. 
Pinnoehio — Wait  Disney’s  second  feature  length 
cartoon  for  RKO. 

The  Bluebird — The  Maeterl’nck  fantasy  starring 
Shirley  Temnle  for  20th-Fox. 

1,000.000  B.  C. — In  the  imaginative  school.  No 
cast  yet.  Plal  Roach  for  UA. 

No  Entertainment  Flow 
Snag,  Is  Hays  Pledge 

(Continued  from  page  17) 
gain  advantages  over  the  other  by  govern- 
ment regulation,  then  it  is  clearly  not  the 
business  of  the  government  to  take  sides. 

“A  true  government  is  not  just  the  pro- 
tector of  an  innocent  public  against  rapa- 
cious business.  It  is  the  trustee  of  the 
interests  of  business  as  well.” 


YEAR’S  BIGGEST 


IN  PERSON 


ATTRACTION 


IT’S  A BOX-OFFICE 
AVALANCHE  FROM 
COAST  TO  COAST! 

(Smashed  all  RecordsY 
this  Summer!  J 


A FULL  EVENING 
OF  LAUGH-PACKED 
ENTERTAINMENT 


EDWARD  EVEREH  HDRTON 

Your  audiences  can't  forget  his  triumphs  in  scores  of  screen  hits. 


They'll  ALL  want  to  see  him  on  YOUR  stage! 
IN 


^PRlUQTlME  -for  HEVRY 

% 


By  BENN  W.  LEVY 

The  Funniest  Romantic  Comedy  of  Our  Time 

WITH  A SPLENDID  CAST  OF  STAGE  FAVORITES 


f/' 


(I 


NATION-WIDE  TOUR  BEGINS  FRI.  EVE.^  OCT,  20 

under  the  Management  of  LAURENCE  RIVERS 


For  Bookings  and  Details  Send  in  Your  Stage  Dimensions  and  Seating  Capacity 

Address:  C.  G.  STEWART,  Gen.  Mgr.,  19  WEST  44th  STREET,  N.  Y.  C. 
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New  Anii-Trust  Suit 
By  Erie  Company 


Whalen  Gets  Trust 
Suit  Under  Shift 


Pittsburgh — Damages  aggregating  $425,- 
000  and  a permanent  injunction  restrain- 
ing distributor  defendants  from  “enforc- 
ing unfair  trade  practices”  are  sought  in 
the  anti-trust  suit  filed  here  by  United 
Exhibitors,  Penn  State  Theatres  Corp., 
Allan  Emerman,  Minnie  Weil  and  Beatrice 
Emerman  and  I.  Harvey  Emerman,  trus- 
tees for  Maxwell  Emerman  and  Sally  Kate 
Emerman,  all  of  Erie. 

Defendants  are  the  eight  major  dis- 
tributors, Monogram,  Republic,  the  War- 
ner circuit,  Erie  Amusement  Corp.,  Colo- 
nial Amusement  Co.,  Thomas,  Marika  and 
Louis  Galanis,  Aris  Theatre,  William  and 
Anna  Fairgraves,  Regent  Theatre,  Leo  and 
Flora  W.  Guerrein,  Hippodrome  Theatre; 
William  W.  Zeny,  Avenue  Theatre;  Joseph 
C.  and  George  M.  Seyboldt,  Gem  Theatre; 
Boyd  G.  Nyland,  Folly  Theatre;  John 
Haven  and  American  Theatre. 

Plaintiffs  operate  the  State,  which  is 
described  as  “larger,  more  modern  and 
better  equipped  than  the  Aris,  Regent, 
Hippodrome,  Avenue,  Gem,  Folly  and 
American  and  charges  the  same  or  higher 
admission  than  either.”  The  complaint 
declares  there  is  a $200,000  investment  in 
the  house  with  a purported  rental  value  of 
$18,000  annually,  but  because  of  the  acts 
of  the  defendants  the  rental  value  during 


Preparation  Is  His 
Watchword 

New  York — Preparation  is  what  the 
eastern  district  manager  oi  one  major 
company  believes  in.  Although  there 
is  no  telling  when  the  Schine  suit  will 
come  to  trial  in  Buffalo,  this  e.  d.  m. 
has  already  reserved  a hotel  suite  in 
Buffalo.  He  says  he  will  be  at  the 
Statler,  eighth  floor,  rooms  one,  two, 
three  and  four. 


the  past  six  years  has  not  exceeded  $8,000 
a year. 

Among  the  charges  averring  that  “by 
and  through  a series  of  compromises  and 
combinations  between  and  among  each 
other”  the  defendants  “have  engaged  in 
various  contracts,  acts  and  practices  in 
restraint  of  trade,”  plaintiffs  allege  that 
the  State  has  been  relegated  to  the  posi- 
tion of  last  rim  in  Erie. 

The  charge  is  also  made  distributor  de- 
fendants have  agreed  to  refuse  to  sell  the 
State  first  run  product,  confining  such 
sales  to  the  Columbia,  Strand,  Colonial 
and  Shea’s.  The  exhibitor  defendants  are 
alleged  to  have  “required  and  demanded” 
that  plaintiffs  “agree  upon  certain  mini- 
mum admission  prices  to  be  agreed  on  be- 
forehand by  plaintiffs  before  any  films 
are  licensed  to  them.” 

Exhibitor  defendants  are  charged  with 
overbuying  “many  feature  films  which  are 


New  York — Frederick  Whalen,  a spe- 
cial assistant  to  the  attorney  general, 
will  handle  the  department  of  justice’s  all- 
industry suit  out  of  the  New  York  office 
under  a rearrangement  of  personnel  made 
by  Thurman  Arnold  on  a visit  here  this 
week. 

Whalen  was  transferred  from  Washing- 
ton, the  shift,  in  turn,  returning  to  that 
city  Berkley  W.  Henderson,  the  former 
incumbent,  and  his  assistant,  William  Mc- 
Govern. This  reduces  the  staff  here  by 
exactly  two. 

As  indicated  in  Boxoffice,  several  cases 
until  now  handled  by  justice  department 
headquarters  here  have  been  transferred 
to  the  office  of  John  T.  Cahill,  U.  S.  at- 
torney for  the  southern  district  of  New 
York. 


never  used  and  which  are  not  intended  to 
be  used,”  for  the  sole  purpose  of  diverting 
this  product  from  the  State.  In  this  con- 
nection, the  complaint  alleges  the  exhibi- 
tor defendants  are  privileged  to  cancel  out 
films  not  shown  upon  “payment  of  50  per 
cent  of  the  license  fee”  to  distributors.  The 
latter  are  alleged  to  have  conspired  to  de- 
liver to  the  State  “bad  prints,”  and  to 
have  refused  to  accept  booking  dates  on 
films  when  available. 
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Melro  Incorporates 
Vital  Code  Parts 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
units  the  Weekly  Payment  Plan  is  op- 
tional. 

“The  score  or  recording  charges  will  not 
be  made  on  any  contracts  for  its  1939-40 
product  signed  subsequent  to  January  1, 
1939. 

“That  it  will  gladly  negotiate  for  some 
run  of  its  product  with  any  properly  con- 
ducted theatre,  providing  the  acquisition 
of  such  business  would  not  seriously  affect 
its  revenue  from  any  prior  run. 

“That  it  will  recognize  the  desires  of  its 
customers  to  select  days  of  their  choice 
for  the  showing  of  percentage  pictures 
where  guarantees  are  given. 

“That  it  will  respect  any  legitimate  claim 
for  the  elimination  from  its  contract  of 
any  picture  likely  to  be  offensive  or  ob- 
jectionable to  its  customers’  patrons  from 
religious,  moral  or  racial  grounds. 

“And  in  addition:  It  will  offer  to  its  cus- 
tomers who  have  leased  all  product  offer- 
ed, and  who  are  not  in  material  default, 
an  increased  and  unrestricted  elimination 
privilege  of: 

“20  per  cent  elimination  of  features  li- 
censed where  the  average  rental  is  $100 
or  less. 

“15  per  cent  elimination  of  features  li- 


censed where  the  average  rental  is  in  ex- 
cess of  $100  and  not  more  than  $250  and 

“10  per  cent  elimination  of  features  li- 
censed where  the  average  rental  is  in  ex- 
cess of  $250. 

“Also  will  give  full  consideration  to  its 
customers’  requests  for  the  interchanging 
of  a picture  that  is  deemed  to  be  unsuit- 
able for  preferred  time  showing. 

“And  where  a theatre’s  prior  commit- 
ments prevents  it  leasing  the  company’s 
entire  output  it  will  in  such  cases  gladly 
negotiate  for  a lesser  number  of  pictures, 
including  those  available  subjects  in 
which  the  theatre  is  particularly  inter- 
ested. 

Optional  Arbitration  Clause 

“It  will  continue  to  provide  an  Optional 
Arbitration  Clause  in  its  contracts  and  will 
arbitrate  under  such  provision  any  claims 
made  for  breach  of  contract. 

“It  is  now  preparing  a new  form  of  li- 
cense agreement.  A rider  will  be  submit- 
ted for  the  signature  of  those  who  desire 
to  operate  under  the  new  conditions  and 
who  had  previously  signed  an  application 
for  its  1939-40  product.  That  all  may 
have  a full  knowledge  of  the  complete 
contract,  each  is  requested  to  read  the 
new  agreement  when  submitted,  thorough- 
ly and  carefuUy. 

“It  has  no  present  method  of  adjudicat- 
ing clearance  disputes  or  those  affecting 
over-buying,  but  will  conscientiously  re- 
view any  complaints  brought  to  its  atten- 
tion and  will  continue  to  lend  its  every 


Three  Cancellation 
Brackets  Provided 

effort  to  bring  about  a more  harmonious 
understanding. 

“Its  established  policy  of  supporting  its 
satisfactory  customers,  the  fair  method  of 
designating  pictures  and  other  relation- 
ship with  the  trade  is  so  well  known  that 
it  is  not  believed  necessary  to  reaffirm  that 
which  by  performance  over  many  years  is 
so  well  established. 

“It  seeks  the  continued  support  of  its 
customers  and  acknowledges  its  debt  of 
gratitude  to  those  who  have  in  the  past  ex- 
pressed their  confidence  in  its  policy  by 
their  uninterrupted  patronage.’’ 


Wm,  L,  Peabody  Dead 

Chicago — Wm.  L.  Peabody,  68,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  Ansell-Simplex  Ticket  Co. 
and  long  associated  with  the  ticket  and 
ticket  machine  industry,  died  suddenly  at 
his  hotel  here.  Burial  will  be  in  El  Paso, 
Tex.,  where  he  had  lived  for  years. 


Filmack  Into  16mm 

Chicago — Entrance  into  the  16mm  non- 
theatrical field  via  Filmack  Laboratories 
is  announced  by  Filmack  Trailer  Co.  here. 
The  new  department  will  turn  out  titles 
and  trailers  for  the  16mm  branch. 
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Circuits  Shy  Clear  of  Plan  to  Prudential,  Century 

Patch  Clearance,  Overbuys  Theatre  Swaps 


New  York — Major  and  independent  cir- 
cuits appear  to  be  shying  clear  of  any 
plan  to  arbitrate  clearance,  zoning  and 
overbuying — provisions  which  are  not  in- 
corporated in  exhibition  contracts — as 
hinted  by  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president, 
who  urges  circuit  leaders  to  join  with  dis- 
tributors in  “settling  all  moot  matters” 
concerned  with  the  purchase  and  playing 
of  film. 

Several  circuit  heads  who  received 
Brandt’s  letter  declared  they  are  uncer- 
tain over  the  precise  intent  of  the  ITOA 
head’s  proposal  and  express  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  Brandt 
make  his  position  clear  in  respect  to  the 
phrase  “moot  matters”  before  committing 
themselves. 

There  is  a cleavage  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  some  of  the  circuits  would  be 
willing  to  arbitrate  clearance,  zoning  and 
overbuying.  In  some  quarters  the  obser- 
vation is  made  that  unless  every  circuit 
and  individual  theatre  operation  becomes 
a party  to  a formal  arbitration  plan  such 
a plan  can  never  be  fully  achieved.  This 
is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  major 
obstacles  in  attempting  to  effect  an  arbi- 
tration plan  in  the  ill-fated  trade  practice 
code,  because  it  was  felt  that  nothing 
could  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of  re- 
lief if  disinterested,  third  parties  to  a dis- 
pute would  not  cooperate. 

Other  opinion  veers  to  the  belief  that 
Brandt  is  attempting  to  effect  a revision 
of  local  clearance  and  zoning  schedules 
which  would  deprive  certain  independent 
circuits  of  their  rights  under  contracts  in 
that  clearance  bought  and  paid  for  may 
be  altered  and  affect  booking  and  playing 
of  pictures  in  these  circuits,  particularly 
runs  long  enjoyed  by  the  larger  indepen- 
dent chains. 

Insofar  as  distributors  are  concerned, 
the  consensus  of  sales  managers  contacted 
by  Boxoffice  seemingly  holds  to  limiting 
arbitration  to  the  contracts  themselves; 
i.  e.,  the  specific  provisions  in  each  con- 
tract in  respect  to  settling  terms,  defaults, 
switching,  preferred  playing  time,  etc.  For 
example,  Abe  Montague,  Columbia’s  sales 
manager,  has  informed  the  ITOA  that, 
while  there  is  no  arbitration  clause  in  his 
company’s  contracts,  there  is  every  will- 
ingness to  arbitrate  disputes  by  calling  in 
a third  party  if  all  attempts  at  concilia- 
tion fail. 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  general  sales  manager 
for  Paramount,  has  wired  Brandt  that  his 
company’s  “new  contracts  provide  for 
limited  arbitration.”  William  A.  Scully, 
Universal’s  sales  head,  wrote  the  ITOA 
president:  “We  expect  to  insert  an  arbi- 
tration clause  in  our  license  agreements 
affording  any  exhibitor  the  opportunity,  if 
he  so  desires,  to  arbitrate  any  dispute  un- 
der the  license  agreement  entered  into 
for  the  exhibition  of  our  product.” 

Herman  Wobber,  sales  manager  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  has  informed  Brandt 
that,  while  his  company’s  contracts  will 
contain  “an  optional  arbitration  clause 
for  volimtary  arbitration  of  all  disputes 
arising  out  of  the  performance  of  the  con- 


tract,” such  questions  as  “clearance  and 
overbuying  cannot  presently  be  made  a 
subject  of  arbitration  in  our  contracts. 
However,  we  will  carefully  and  fairly  in- 
vestigate all  complaints  and  use  our  best 
efforts  to  adjust  any  unfair  situation  to 
which  we  may  find  ourselves  a party.” 

Warner  and  M-G-M,  of  course,  have  de- 
clared their  positions  in  respect  to  arbitra- 
tion, both  companies  having  agreed  to  pro- 
vide optional  clauses  in  contracts  to  cover 
all  claims  and  controversies  which  may 
arise.  RKO,  according  to  Jules  Levy,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  “will  adopt  an  arbitra- 
tion clause”  to  cover  1939-40  contracts. 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  cir- 
cuits approached  by  Brandt  have  no  in- 
tention of  committing  themselves  until 
majority  sentiment  has  crystallized,  if  at 
all.  Meanwhile,  John  J.  O’Connor,  head 
of  RKO  theatre  operations,  says  the  mat- 
ter has  been  referred  to  the  circuit’s  legal 
department.  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  in  charge 
of  Loew’s  metropolitan  circuit,  declares  he 
does  “not  want  to  make  any  comment 
about  the  situation  at  this  time.”  An 
identical  expression  is  forthcoming  from  a 
spokesman  for  the  Cocalis  Circuit,  who 
adds  his  company  will  “do  as  we  see  fit.” 
Century  “is  not  in  favor  of  it,”  an  execu- 
tive states,  but  admits  the  plan  has  not 
“been  gone  over  in  detail.”  Si  Fabian, 
head  of  the  chain  bearing  his  name,  could 
not  be  reached  for  comment. 

Joseph  M.  Seider,  president  of  Pruden- 
tial Playhouses,  states:  “If  all  the  circuits 
agree  on  something  mutual  and  reciprocal, 
we  will  not  hesitate  to  go  along.”  Mean- 
while, he  adds,  “We  are  waiting  to  see 
what  the  others  will  do.” 

Samuel  Rinzler,  partner  with  Louis 
Frisch  in  Randforce,  is  optimistic  about 
arbitration.  Says  he,  “We  operated  very 
happily  when  we  had  arbitration  in  this 
territory.”  He  had  not  seen  the  letter  re- 
ported sent  by  Brandt,  but  on  further 
questioning  added,  “If  clearance  and  zon- 
ing are  to  be  included  in  the  system  to  be 
generally  adopted,  we  will  go  for  it.  But 
first,”  he  concludes,  “I  want  to  see  the 
letter  and  know  what  it  is  all  about.” 

George  Skouras,  head  of  Skouras  'Thea- 
tres, declined  to  express  an  opinion  be- 
cause he  had  not  seen  nor  heard  of  the 
letter  when  Boxoffice  contacted  him.  “I 
cannot  express  an  opinion  on  something 
I do  not  know.  I first  want  to  see  the 


New  York — With  the  conclusion  of  a 
five-year  management-pooling  arrange- 
ment, Prudential  Playhouses  has  taken 
over  one  theatre  in  Long  Island  from 
Centui’y  and  the  latter,  in  turn,  has  ac- 
quired three  from  Prudential  in  the  area. 

Although  the  papers  were  signed  Sep- 
tember 20,  the  deal  is  retroactive  to  Sep- 
tember 1,  the  date  when  the  pool  wound 
up.  The  theatres  involved  are  the  Suf- 
folk, Riverhead,  which  Prudential  takes 
from  the  Century.  The  Floral  Park,  Flo- 
ral Park;  Bellrose,  Bellrose,  and  the  Hunt- 
ington Station,  Huntington  Station,  for- 
merly operated  by  Prudential  now  are  un- 
der the  exclusive  management  of  Century. 

The  15-year  pool  in  Long  Island  be- 
tween Skouras  and  Century,  in  which  Pru- 
dential has  an  indirect  interest,  has  about 
ten  years  to  go. 

Prudential  has  begun  construction  on 
the  new  Ridgefield,  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  a 
550-seat  house,  which  is  expected  to  be 
ready  in  four  months.  'The  circuit  in  the 
next  week  or  so  will  close  the  West  Hamp- 
ton Beach,  South  Hampton  Beach  and 
East  Hampton  Beach,  each  named  after 
the  towns  they  are  in,  until  further  notice. 

Century  recently  took  over  the  Com- 
munity, Queen  Village,  L.  I.,  from  Morris 
Kutisker  and  Murray  Schoen  after  hav- 
ing booked  the  house  for  several  years. 

Louis  Nelson  and  Irving  Renner,  operat- 
ing the  Endicott  chain,  have  acquired  the 
Garfield,  16th  St.  and  Avon  in  Brooklyn 
from  Harry  and  Bernard  Pear.  'The  houses 
are  closed  but  will  be  reopened  shortly 
after  renovation. 

Another  change  is  the  acquisition  of  the 
Hudson,  Cold  Springs,  N.  Y.,  by  Samuel 
Lampert.  Phil  Isenberg  is  the  former 
operator. 


letter  and  digest  its  contents  before  I com- 
ment.” Skouras  asked  a Boxoffice  re- 
porter what  Brandt  wanted  to  arbitrate 
specifically  and  whether  this  referred  to 
film  contracts.  Since  the  questions  were 
not  made  clear  in  Brandt’s  letter,  Skouras 
prefers  to  wait  for  further  details. 

Max  A.  Cohen,  who  did  not  receive  a 
letter  from  Brandt  but  was  queried  any- 
way by  Boxoffice,  said,  “I  would  heartily 
subscribe  to  it  immediately  because  I have 
no  clearance  on  anybody.”  As  head  of 
Cinema  circuit  and  Allied  of  New  York, 
Cohen  went  further  and  added,  “I  have 
been  striving  for  months  to  accomplish 
what  Brandt  is  trying  to  do.” 


Deals— Film  and  Mah  Jong 

New  York — There's  more  than  one  way  to  tell  when  deals  are  in  the  making  between 
distributor  and  important  circuits. 

About  the  easiest  way  is  to  spot  who  is  lunching  with  whom.  For  instance,  the  other 
day  at  the  Astor  Hunting  Room,  at  three  different  tables,  the  following  groups  huddled: 

William  A.  Scully,  general  sales  manager  of  Universal,  and  George  Skouras  and 
John  Benas  of  the  Skouras  circuit. 

Harry  Gold,  eastern  sales  manager  for  UA,  and  Charles  Stern,  eastern  district  man- 
ager, with  Ted  Schlanger,  Warner  theatre  zone  head  in  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager  of  Warner  circuit  operations,  and  Clayton  Bond, 
chief  film  buyer,  with  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  in  charge  of  RKO  distribution,  and 
Jules  Levy,  general  sales  manager. 

At  still  another  table  Rose  Lichtman,  wife  of  the  assistant  to  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
was  hosting  three  other  film  executives'  wives  and  trying  to  get  up  a Mah  Jong  session. 
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Must  Declare  Exports 
Preceding  Clearance 


Smiling,  and  Glad  to  Get  Home — cosmo  sii. 

Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  Paramount’s  executive  committee,  and  his 
wife,  the  former  Whitney  Bourne,  pose  for  Boxoffice  as  they  returned  from 
war-torn  Europe  aboard  the  Washington. 

Griffis  Had  Paris  Honeymoon, 
But  Not  According  to  Script 


By  DAVE  GOLDING 

New  York — Paramount  recently  pro- 
duced a film  called  “Paris  Honeymoon” 
but  Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee,  had  one  that  was 
not  in  the  script. 

Caught  in  Paris  at  the  start  of  the 
second  World  War  with  his  bride,  Whit- 
ney Bourne,  Griffis,  declai'ed:  “The  last 
two  weeks  were  the  most  nerve-wracking 
experience  you  can  imagine.” 

The  imminence  of  the  conflict  was  not 
so  bad,  according  to  the  Paramount  execu- 
tive, but  the  air-raid  warnings  every  eve- 
ning were  terrifying. 

“It  was  very  bad  in  Paris.  It  took  from 
three  to  four  days  to  get  cables  to  Lon- 
don and  no  phone  calls  were  allowed.  I 
understand  Barney,”  he  said  pointing  to 
Barney  Balaban,  “had  been  trying  to  get 
me  for  days  and  the  first  time  we  spoke 
was  when  the  Washington  approached 
New  York.” 

Balaban  nodded  his  head  in  agreement. 
“We  could  not  get  a call  through  all 
week,”  he  asserted. 

Griffis  went  on  to  recite  how  it  took 
him  ten  days  to  get  passage  on  the  United 
States  liner. 

"If  I hadn’t  met  a high  school  friend 
of  mine  from  Ithaca  whom  I hadn’t  seen 
in  30  years,  I never  would  have  made  the 
boat,”  he  related.  “When  I walked  into 
the  office  I saw  this  friend  of  mine, 
Dusty  Bolam.  We  greeted  each  other  and 
I said,  ‘Dusty,  I am  trying  to  book  passage 
on  the  Washington.’  ” 

“ ‘You  are  on  the  boat,’  he  answered 
quickly,  “and  so  I was  when  it  sailed.” 

Due  to  crowded  conditions  aboard  the 
boat  which  saw  cots  placed  in  the  swim- 
ming pool,  Griffis  and  his  wife  were  sepa- 
rated. When  Griffis  went  to  his  cabin, 
he  found  two  priests,  an  art  dealer  and 


Paramount-Odeon  Deal 
Status  Still  Uncertain 

New  York — Status  of  Paramount’s  long- 
term leasing  deal  with  Odeon  for  its  eight 
British  theatres  is  still  uncertain,  accord- 
ing to  Barney  Balaban,  who  was  at  the 
pier  to  greet  Stanton  Griffis  arriving  on 
the  Washington. 

Balaban  said,  “It  probably  is  being  held 
up  temporarily,  but  that  is  just  a guess. 
The  fact  is  we  will  not  know  any  more 
about  it  until  we  hear  directly  from 
London.” 


Two  War  Reissues 

New  York — Regarded  as  timely  subjects 
in  view  of  the  war  situation  abroad,  20th- 
Fox  is  reissuing  “The  Road  to  Glory”  and 
“The  First  World  War,”  which  were  re- 
leased in  1936  and  1934,  respectively.  A 
complete  line  of  new  accessories  is  being 
prepared. 


a Japanese  business  man  as  bunk  mates. 

He  decided  it  was  too  crowded  for  com- 
fort so  he  made  a deal  with  the  engineer 
in  charge  of  refrigeration,  a Scotsman, 
who  rented  his  cramped  quarters  to  Grif- 
fis. “At  least  I was  alone,”  he  com- 
mented wryly. 

Griffis  had  only  one  comment  to  make 
on  the  war  as  affecting  the  industry. 
“Nobody  can  predict  yet  what  will  happen. 
It  may  help  or  hurt  the  industry,  but  it 
is  too  early  to  tell.” 

He  disclosed  that  David  Rose  is  re- 
maining in  London,  but  is  moving  his 
family  to  his  country  as  soon  as  trans- 
portation can  be  arranged. 

“I  haven’t  any  immediate  plans,”  Grif- 
fis said  in  a reply  to  a question,  “but  let 
me  tell  you  it  is  good  to  get  back.” 


Washington — The  department  of  com- 
merce has  amended  existing  shipping 
regulations  to  provide  all  shippers’  export 
declarations  must  be  filed  after  October  1, 
in  advance  of  clearance.  Films,  of  course, 
are  included  with  other  commodities. 

The  amendment  applies  to  S.  60  under 
Subchapter  A of  Chapter  1 and  provides: 

“Any  vessel  taking  on  cargo  for  a for- 
eign port,  or  a port  in  non-contiguous 
territory,  and  all  shippers’  export  declara- 
tions covering  cargo  laden  on  board  have 
not  been  filed,  may,  by  application  to  the 
collector  of  customs  on  Commerce  Form 
1378B  and  the  execution  of  the  bond 
thereon,  with  security  approved  by  the 
collector  of  customs  as  provided  in  Sec- 
tion 4200  R.  S.  as  amended,  be  granted 
clearance:  provided,  however,  that  during 
any  period  covered  by  a proclamation  of 
the  President  that  a state  of  war  exists 
between  foreign  nations,  no  vessel  shall 
be  cleared  for  a foreign  port  until  all 
shippers’  export  declarations  covering 
cargo  laden  thereon  have  been  filed  with 
the  collector. 

“This  amendment  shall  become  effective 
October  1,  1939. 

“Section  4200  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as 
amended  by  the  Act  of  June  16,  1938,  and 
Public  Resolution  130,  approved  June  29, 
1938,  (46  U.S.C.  92);  Act  of  April  29,  1902, 
as  amended  by  Act  of  May  17,  1932  (46 
U.S.C.  95).” 


Require  Supervised  Loading 
At  the  Port  of  New  York 

New  York — Exports  clearing  through 
the  port  of  New  York  are  now  subject  to 
the  following  change  in  regulations: 

“1.  Effective  immediately  Shippers’ 
Export  Declarations,  Customs  Form  7525, 
will  be  filed  in  triplicate  instead  of  du- 
plicate as  heretofore. 

“2.  All  cargo  must  be  laden  under  the 
supervision  of  Customs  officers.  It  is, 
therefore,  essential  that  Export  Declara- 
tions must  be  received  by  the  inspectors 
prior  to  the  lading  of  the  packages. 

“3.  The  triplicate  copy  will  be  used  as 
a notice  of  shipment  to  the  lading  inspec- 
tor and  will  be  transmitted  to  him  by  a 
Customs  messenger. 

“4.  Exporters  should  realize  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  those  Shippers’  Export 
Declarations  filed  timely  in  order  to  avoid 
delays.” 

Customs  Form  7525  is  identical  with 
Commerce  Form  7525. 


Newsreels  Exempted  From 
French  Import  Decree 

Washington — Imports  of  newsreel  films 
into  France  are  exempted  from  import 
license  requirement  established  by  the  de- 
cree of  September  1,  but  remain  subject 
to  the  exchange  certificate  requirement 
and  censorship,  according  to  a statement 
by  the  department  of  commerce.  Films, 
however,  remain  subject  to  the  import  li- 
cense requirement,  as  well  as  the  recently 
announced  general  exchange  control. 
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A London  Editor  in  War  Times 


Briiain  Tightening 
Up  on  Censorship 

London  — The  British  Board  of  Film 
Censors  has  undertaken  the  “security”  of 
censorship  of  films  both  for  exhibition  in 
this  country  and  for  export. 

In  a communique  from  the  censorship 
division  of  the  Ministry  of  Information 
to  the  BBFC,  it  is  stated  the  censorship, 
imposed  under  the  Defense  Regulations, 
will  in  the  first  instance  be  carried  out 
on  a voluntary  basis.  Producers  and  ex- 
hibitors can  avoid  risk  of  incurring  lia- 
bility by  submitting  films  to  the  “Security 
Censorship”  which  has  been  set  up,  while 
renters  can  avoid  risk  by  dealing  only  in 
censored  films. 

The  procedure  will  cover  all  films  in- 
cluding newsreels  produced  or  imported 
for  exhibition  in  this  country. 

The  exercise  of  the  censorship  under  the 
Powers  of  the  Ministry  are  briefly  sum- 
marized as  follows: 

“The  regulations  make  it  an  offense  in 
any  manner  likely  to  prejudice  the  ef- 
ficient prosecution  of  the  war  to  obtain, 
possess  or  publish  information  on  military 
matters,  the  term  ‘military’  being  used  in 
its  widest  sense.  False  information  is  cov- 
ered by  the  prohibition  equally  with  true 
information. 

Naval,  Military  or  Air  Forces  Covered 

“Matters  specifically  covered  by  the  pro- 
hibition are  any  information  about  His 
Majesty’s  Naval,  Military  or  Air  Forces 
and  their  disposition,  movement  or  condi- 
tion, or  about  any  operations  or  projected 
operations  of  the  forces;  information 
about  measures  taken  for  the  defense  or 
fortification  of  any  place;  information 
about  prisoners  of  war;  information 
about  munitions.  There  is  also  a general 
prohibition  with  respect  to  any  other  mat- 
ter whatsoever  information  as  to  which 
would  or  might  be  directly  or  indirectly 
useful  to  the  enemy. 

“The  makers  and  exhibitors  of  films 
have  the  responsibility  respectively  as  to 
what  they  make  and  exhibit  and  will  in- 
cur liability  by  the  production  or  exhibi- 
tion of  any  films  containing  information 
which  might  be  directly  or  indirectly  use- 
ful to  the  enemy. 

No  Additional  Charge 

“The  ‘security’  censorship  of  films  pro- 
duced or  imported  for  exhibition  in  the 
United  Kingdom  will  normally  be  carried 
out  by  the  board’s  examiner  concurrently 
with  the  board’s  normal  censorship,  and 
no  additional  charge  will  be  made  by  the 
board  in  respect  of  the  ‘security’  censor- 
ship. 

“The  board  will  undertake,  on  request 
by  producers  or  importers,  the  ‘security’ 
censorship,  of  (a)  films  which  have  al- 
ready passed  their  normal  censorship,  and 
(b)  newsreels,  topicals,  locals  and  any 
other  types  of  film  which  are  not  normally 
submitted  to  them. 

“In  these  cases  also  the  board  will 
charge  their  normal  fees,  newsreels,  etc.; 
being  included  with  educational,  industrial, 
etc.;  films  for  this  purpose.  A certificate 
will  be  issued  by  the  board  in  respect  of 
every  film  for  exhibition  in  the  United 
Kingdom  which  passes  the  ‘security’  cen- 
sorship.” 


New  York — First  copies  of  The  Daily 
Film  Renter  to  reach  here  since  Eng- 
land declared  war  on  Germany  contain  a 
graphic  word  picture  of  the  reactions  of  a 
British  film  trade  paper  editor  to  condi- 
tions under  which  the  industry  there  is 
functioning.  The  description  appears  in 
“Wardour  Street  Gossip,”  well-known  col- 
umn conducted  by  Ernest  W.  Fredman  who 
writes  as  “Tatler.” 

“I’ve  never  felt  so  lonely  in  my  life,  for 
I am  dictating  these  notes  in  my  usual 
office — but  in  a huge  building,  which, 
apart  from  the  Daily  staff,  houses  exactly 
three  people  where,  previous  to  war  break- 
ing out,  hundreds  teemed  busily  the  whole 
day  long,”  he  writes.  “Wardour  Street  has 
all  the  atmosphere  of  a Sunday — every- 
where is  deserted;  visitors  are  rare,  and 
phone  calls  few  and  far  between.  Bloke 
goes  along  below  the  window  shouting, 
‘Any  old  iron’  as  in  pre-war  days — and 
what  a funny  thought  that  is!  We’re  at 
war — and  it  seems  difficult  to  realize  it — 
but  there  it  is. 

“The  evacuation  of  Wardour  Street  over 
the  weekend  is  carried  out  to  the  small- 
est detail,  and  now  in  a few  of  the  dis- 


London  — Continuance  of  the  present 
quota  legislation  is  urged  in  a letter  sent 
to  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
by  the  Association  of  Cine  Technicians. 

Text  of  the  letter  is  as  follows:  “It  has 
been  brought  to  our  attention  that  film 
renters  have  in  mind  the  acceptance  of 
British  productions  subject  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  film  quota  legislation,  and 
that  such  a contingency  will  be  provided 
for  under  the  cover  of  a general  war 
clause.  We  trust  this  does  not  imply  that 
such  renters  may  have  been  led  to  un- 
derstand that  there  is  a possibility  of 
the  film  quota  legislation  being  repealed. 

“We  feel  at  the  present  time  that  it 
is  more  than  ever  important  that  the 
British  film  industry  should  continue  to 
function,  and  subject  to  any  policy  which 
the  Ministry  of  Information  and  other 
Government  Departments  may  pursue,  the 
greatest  asset  to  commercial  film  pro- 
duction will  be  an  assured  market.  The 
quota  legislation  gives  this. 

“We  are  very  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that,  if  the  quota  legislation  is  repealed, 
it  may  lead  to  a repetition  of  the  un- 
fortunate position  which  arose  during  the 
war  of  1914-1918  when  the  American  film 
industry  largely  captured  the  British  film 
market — a calamity  from  which  we  have 
only  recently  begun  to  recover  and  for 
which  recovery  the  quota  legislation  is 
largely  responsible. 

“We  are  sure  the  government  does  not 
wish  a similar  position  to  occur  and,  as  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  continuance 
of  the  quota  legislation  is  the  greatest 


tributing  organizations,  only  a skeleton 
staff  exists — for  the  majority  are  scat- 
tered everywhere,  in  places  as  far  distant 
as  Newbury,  Rickmansworth,  Tunbridge, 
Wells,  Elstree,  Denham,  Pinewood,  Wel- 
wyn, Wembley,  and  the  like.  I put  a tele- 
phone call  through  to  one  or  two  of  the 
outlying  places,  just  to  see  how  they  were 
settling  down — and  was  told  there  would 
be  a two-hour  delay — so  it  looks  in- 
creasingly lonely. 

“We’ve  got  to  adjust  our  minds  on  an 
entirely  new  basis — but  don’t  worry,  we’ll 
fall  into  it.  It  all  seems  very  strange  at 
this  moment — but  there’s  a grim  determi- 
nation everywhere,  to  see  this  thing 
through.  We’ve  shut  our  kinemas  and 
everything  is  a trifle  chaotic  at  the  mo- 
ment— but  don’t  worry — we’ve  got  to  make 
our  minds  up  to  what  may  be  a long  job 
of  work — but  it’s  got  to  be  done — and  we’ll 
do  it.  The  trade  will  play  its  part  the 
same  as  every  other  industry — and  play  it 
cheerfully.  So  long,  folks — hope  to  be 
writing  to  you  in  this  column  whenever 
we  publish — which,  though  it  might  be 
somewhat  restricted,  will,  I trust,  be  regu- 
larly during  the  week.” 


safeguard  against  this,  we  trust  that  no 
action  will  be  taken  to  repeal  or  amend 
the  Cinematograph  Films  Act,  1939. 

“If  the  government  has  such  repeal  or 
amendment  in  mind,  we  trust  this  asso- 
ciation will  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
outline  its  views  to  you  before  a final 
decision  is  taken.” 

The  British  producing  industry  also  has 
gone  on  unanimous  record  for  mainten- 
ance of  the  quota  without  interruption.  A 
committee  of  the  British  Film  Production 
Association  will  make  representations  to 
the  government  along  these  lines. 


British  Daily  Trade  Papers 
Are  Published  Alternately 

London — How  the  war  here  has  hit  the 
British  trade’s  two  daily  papers  is  demon- 
strated by  an  alternate  publishing  plan 
worked  out  by  Ernest  W.  Fredman  of 
The  Daily  Film  Renter  and  Sam  Harris  of 
The  Cinema. 

Until  further  notice,  both  papers  have 
agreed  upon  such  a schedule.  Both  papers 
will  retain  their  identities.  Significant 
news  developments  will  appear  in  what- 
ever “The  Paper  for  the  Day”  turns  out 
to  be.  There  will  be  at  least  four  issues 
a week,  Monday  through  Thursday,  and 
special  editions  beyond  as  developments 
may  dictate.  In  explaining  the  plan  to 
his  readers,  Fredman  states: 

“The  two  papers  will  retain  their  iden- 
tity, the  policy  here  announced  being  a 
cooperation  which,  it  is  felt,  might  act  as 
an  example  in  other  sections  of  the  in- 
< Continued  on  page  40-H) 


London  Groups  Striking  Out 
For  Maintenance  of  Quota 
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Lasky  Sees  No  Flood 
Of  War  Pictures 

Louisville,  Ky. — The  picture-going 
public  need  not  expect  screens  to  be 
flooded  with  war  films  during  the  fight- 
ing in  Europe,  Jesse  L.  Lasky,  veteran 
producer,  said  in  an  interview  here  dur- 
ing a two-day  stay  for  the  RKO  Gateway 
to  Hollywood  talent  quest. 

“I  believe  the  producers  will  cooperate 
with  our  government  in  efforts  to  main- 
tain American  neutrality  by  refraining 
from  taking  sides  in  the  present  war,  and 
will  not  release  pictures  which  might  serve 
propaganda  purposes,”  he  added. 

Lasky  said  he  believed  a few  war  pic- 
tures inevitable,  but  went  on  to  say  that 
most  of  these  would  not  come  until  the 
war  is  over. 

During  his  stay  here,  the  producer 
spoke  to  the  student  body  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Louisville  about  the  history  of 
moving  pictures  and  the  modern  trends 
in  production. 

Lasky  observed  his  59th  birthday  an- 
niversary while  in  the  city. 


Ben  Goetz  Due  Soon; 
Montgomery  Back 

New  York — Ben  Goetz,  in  charge  of 
M-G-M  British  production,  is  expected 
to  arrive  on  the  Manhattan  due  shortly. 
Goetz  was  slated  to  dock  on  the  Wash- 
ington last  week,  but  was  unable  to  se- 
cure passage. 

However,  Robert  Montgomery,  star  of 
the  suspended  ‘‘Busmen’s  Honeymoon,” 
made  the  boat  with  his  wife  and  said  on 
his  arrival,  ‘‘It  is  a relief  to  get  back.” 

Montgomery  revealed  that  the  M-G-M 
British  studios  have  been  converted  to 
headquarters  for  the  Bank  of  England 
and  the  London  stock  exchange.  Later 
the  space  will  be  used  for  food  depots,  he 
said. 

Richard  Thorpe,  who  made  the  trip  to 
direct  the  film,  said  it  was  unlikely  the 
production  would  be  made  here.  He  spent 
approximately  10  weeks  preparing  back- 
ground shots. 


Decide  British  Film  Fate 
In  Coastal  Huddle 

Hollywood — When  Richard  Thorpe  ar- 
rives from  the  east,  Louis  B.  Mayer  will 
decide  whether  or  not  M-G-M  will  resume 
production  on  ‘‘Busman’s  Honeymoon” 
here  or  drop  immediate  plans  for  the  pic- 
ture originally  intended  for  production  in 
England.  Ben  Goetz  will  also  sit  in  on  the 
conferences  which  may  decide  the  future  of 
the  production. 

There  is  some  possibility,  slight  as  it 
may  seem  in  view  of  current  circumstances, 
that  England  may  not  decide  to  relax  on 
the  quota  status.  In  such  an  eventuality, 
production  will  be  started  again.  For  the 
moment,  however,  the  fate  of  ‘‘Busman’s 
Honeymoon”  hangs  in  the  balance  and  re- 
ports of  it  being  definitely  out  are  branded 
as  erroneous  by  M-G-M  executives. 


Chances  for  a Copyright 
Conference  Are  Wrecked 

New  York — The  Second  World  War  has 
wrecked  the  chances  for  holding  the  copy- 
right conference  at  Brussels  in  the  spring 
of  1940  to  amend  the  Berne  convention, 
according  to  Edwin  P.  Kilroe,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox copyright  advisor  and  represen- 
tative of  the  Hays  office  copyright  com- 
mittee. 

Kilroe  is  preparing  a report  of  his  Euro- 
pean trip  which  he  will  present  to  the 
Hays  office  shortly. 

“The  subject  of  copyrights,”  he  declares, 
“is  not  very  important  at  a time  like  this. 
When  there  is  a war  going  on,  copyrights 
are  the  last  thing  to  be  considered.” 


Handle  "Inside  Maginot 
Line"  Independently 

New  York — Negotiations  with  Mono- 
gram for  “Inside  the  Maginot  Line”  have 
been  called  off  by  Mack  Littman  and  A1 
Selig,  who  will  continue  to  handle  the 
picture  independently.  Within  the  next 
few  weeks,  it  will  open  in  Philadelphia  and 
Los  Angeles. 


Republic  Still  Shipping 
To  England,  Ireland 

New  York — There  is  no  cessation  of  Re- 
public shipments  to  England  and  Ireland. 
Several  prints  were  shipped  during  the 
week  by  Morris  Goodman,  in  charge  of 
foreign  activities  for  the  company,  who 
says  “things  have  slowed  down  to  a walk 
now  that  the  first  excitement  is  over.” 


"Torpedoed!"  Playing  at 
Globe  in  New  York 

New  York — The  Globe  is  currently 
showing  “Torp>edoed!”  a P^lm  Alliance  re- 
lease. The  picture  was  filmed  at  Scapa 
Flow  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Ad- 
miralty and  the  Navy  League.  Prints  and 
accessories  are  being  rushed  through  by 
Film  Alliance  to  meet  booking  demands. 


Strait  Settlements  Branch 
Being  Opened  by  RKO 

New  York — RKO  is  opening  a new 
branch  for  the  Strait  Settlements  with 
headquarters  at  Singapore.  The  company 
is  winding  up  its  franchise  deal  with  Pa- 
vilion, Ltd.,  its  distributor  there  for  years. 
Appointment  of  a manager  for  that  ter- 
ritory is  expected  shortly. 


Eric  von  Stroheim  Drops 
Von  From  His  Name 

New  York — Eric  von  Stroheim,  who 
looks  like  the  typical  Prussian  officer,  is 
being  billed  under  his  new  name,  Eric 
Stroheim,  according  to  World  Pictures 
which  is  reissuing  “Grand  Illusion,”  as  a 
war  film.  Stroheim,  it  is  said,  has  offered 
his  services  to  the  French  government. 


Le  Baron  Here 

New  York — William  Le  Baron,  manag- 
ing director  of  Paramount  production,  is 
here  from  Hollywood  on  product  confer- 
ences. 


Five  Republic  District 
Heads  "Suspended" 

New  York — Five  Republic  district  man- 
agers, representing  the  home  office,  have 
been  temporarily  suspended  from  their 
field  arrangements  but  may  be  given  other 
duties.  The  move  has  been  taken  be- 
cause of  James  R.  Grainger’s  activities 
in  the  field  where  he  has  been  sitting  in 
personally  with  franchise  holders  on  im- 
portant negotiations  with  circuits. 

Jack  Bellman,  eastern  district  manager, 
has  already  taken  over  management  of 
the  Buffalo  office  succeeding  Nat  Marcus 
who  returns  to  the  sales  force.  Grover  C. 
Parsons,  west  coast  head,  most  likely  will 
assume  management  of  the  San  Francisco 
branch  where  he  has  been  making  his 
headquarters.  Others  not  yet  assigned  are 
Max  Roth,  Chicago;  Claire  Hilgers,  At- 
lanta; Harry  LaVine,  Philadelphia,  and 
William  Benjamin,  St.  Louis. 

A1  Adams  on  Saturday  finished  up  his 
duties  as  publicity  and  advertising  head 
with  the  work  being  parceled  among  the 
remaining  force. 

After  various  deductions,  Consolidated 
Film  reported  a net  income  for  July  and 
August  of  $151,416.  It  is  anticipated  that 
income,  after  deductions,  for  the  third 
quarter  to  end  September  30,  will  figure 
at  $232,000. 

H.  J.  Yates,  president,  is  on  the  coast 
conferring  with  M.  J.  Siegel  on  future  pro- 
duction plans.  Grainger,  president  of  Re- 
public, is  due  back  Monday  from  a mid- 
western  sales  trip. 


Schine  and  Majors  Win 
Answer  Date  Delay 

Butfalo — Represented  by  John  Lord 
O’Brian,  former  assistant  attorney  general 
and  gubernatorial  candidate  against 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  in  New  York  many 
years  ago,  major  distributors  and  Willard 
S.  McKay,  representing  the  Schine  cir- 
cuit, asked  for  and  were  granted  a delay 
until  October  2 on  answers  in  the  “Big 
Stick’s”  suit  against  the  circuit  and  major 
companies.  Edward  C.  Raftery  of  O’Brien, 
Driscoll  & Raftery,  UA  attorneys,  did  not 
make  an  appearance  although  he  will 
represent  the  distributor  independently. 

Defense  counsel  asked  for  more  time, 
declaring  they  were  not  ready  on  the  six 
motions  pending.  John  J.  Doran,  assist- 
ant district  attorney,  agreed  to  the  post- 
ponement without  argument. 


Get  FWC  Plaint  Copies 
On  Special  Request 

New  York — Although  major  company 
executives  named  as  defendants  have  not 
been  served  in  the  east,  counsel  for  them 
have  received  copies  of  the  “Big  Stick” 
complaint  against  FWC  on  special  request. 

Considerable  attention  is  being  focused 
on  the  B&K  case  which  wound  up  this 
week  when  majors  rested  without  enter- 
ing a defense  on  the  ground  the  govern- 
ment failed  to  make  out  a case.  Both 
cases  are  identical  in  that  they  charge 
violation  of  consent  decrees. 
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Daylighl  Saving  io 
End  in  16  Stales 

New  York — Daylight  savings,  with  minor 
exceptions,  on  Sunday  officially  terminated 
a five-month  existence  in  towns,  villages 
and  cities  of  16  states,  namely  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts,  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Georgia  and 
Idaho. 

In  two  Idaho  towns,  Kellog  and  Wal- 
lace, Daylight  saving  has  until  next  Sun- 
day. In  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  it  wound  up  Sep- 
tember 3 and  in  Warren,  Pa.,  September 
4.  There  are  a number  of  Maine  towns 
which  do  not  conclude  the  practice  until 
September  30,  while  others  have  extended 
the  extra  hour  of  daylight  to  October  15. 

There  also  are  a number  of  upstate  New 
York  towns  which  saw  the  end  of  Daylight 
saving,  September  4.  Likewise,  a few  Ver- 
mont villages  which  finished  up  September 
3 and  September  10. 

Many  Canadian  towns  started  April  23 
and  do  not  call  a halt  until  late  in  Octo- 
ber. Other  cities  and  villages  in  the  Do- 
minions finished  August  31,  September  23. 
A few  others  have  until  September  30. 

Picture  Pioneers  to  Hold 
Fall  Conference  Oct.  20 

New  York — Picture  Pioneers,  Inc.,  an 
organization  composed  of  men  who  have 
spent  25  years  or  more  in  the  industry, 
vidll  hold  its  fall  conference  October  20. 
The  event,  according  to  Chairman  Jack 
Cohn,  will  be  a beefsteak  dinner  high- 
lighted by  the  initiation  of  the  following 
members  whose  applications  were  accept- 
ed: S.  R.  Kent,  Herman  Wobber,  Cresson 
E.  Smith,  Frank  Newman,  Maurice  Seid- 
litz,  Lawrence  Beatus,  William  A.  Downs, 
Francis  Doublier,  W.  H.  Rippard,  Arthur 
G.  Whyte,  Max  Cohen,  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
Leo  M.  Devaney,  Arthur  Gottlieb  and 
Herman  Stern. 

Arbitration  Is  Seen  for 
Local  306  Demands 

New  York — Unable  to  get  together  on 
the  demands  for  increases  by  Local  306,  re- 
ported at  25  per  cent,  an  executive  of  a 
major  circuit  told  Boxoffice,  “It  looks  as 
if  the  matter  will  have  to  go  to  arbitra- 
tion.” 

Under  the  ten-year  master  agreement, 
disputes  which  cannot  be  settled  by  con- 
ferences then  go  to  arbitration.  It  is  un- 
derstood major  circuits  are  asking  that 
the  current  wage  scale  remain  unchanged. 

Seven  Trans  Luxes  Show 
20%  Hike  Since  War 

New  York — Business  in  seven  Trans  Lux 
theatres  is  up  20  per  cent  since  the  war 
broke  out,  directors  of  the  circuit  were  in- 
formed Thursday  at  a board  meeting.  The 
company  has  four  units  in  New  York,  one 
in  Philadelphia,  one  in  Washington  and 
one  in  Boston. 


RKO  Hearing  Postponed: 
Now  Set  for  Sept.  27 

New  York — The  RKO  hearing  sched- 
uled for  this  week  has  been  postponed  to 
September  27  so  that  Federal  Judge  Wil- 
liam Bondy,  who  is  returning  from  his 
vacation,  may  handle  the  matters  to  be 
taken  up. 

It  is  expected  Atlas  will  disclose  at  this 
hearing  what  it  intends  to  do  about  re- 
newing its  offer  to  underwrite  the  new 
RKO  common. 


"Isle  of  Destiny"  First 
By  Fine  Arts  for  RKO 

New  York — The  first  production  of  Fine 
Arts  Pictures,  the  Franklyn  Warner  irnit, 
for  RKO  release  will  be  “Isle  of  Destiny” 
in  Cosmocolor.  William  Gargan,  Wallace 
Ford,  June  Lang  and  Katherine  DeMille 
are  featured. 

“Land’s  End”  will  be  the  second  of  the 
three  releases  and  will  also  utilize  the 
new  color  process.  A story  based  on  the 
Ivory  Coast  slave  traffic  will  be  the  third. 

Warner  now  is  on  the  coast  conferring 
with  George  J.  Schaefer  on  his  company’s 
production  plans. 

Cohns'  Voluntary  Cuts 
Columbia's  Economy 

New  York — Columbia  officials  declare 
they  have  no  information  on  salary  cuts 
beyond  the  one-third  voluntary  reduction 
voted  by  Harry  and  Jack  Cohn  at  the  an- 
nual stockholders’  meeting  on  Wednesday. 
Harry  draws  $200,000  and  Jack  $116,000 
a year. 

The  step  was  taken  for  “the  period  of 
emergency  which  they  feel  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  is  facing.” 


New  Season  Deals  Well 
Ahead  of  Last  Year's 

New  York — Columbia’s  local  selling  sea- 
son is  a marked  success  with  over  70  per 
cent  of  the  possibilities  in  the  metropoli- 
tan area  already  sold.  Although  inde- 
pendents are  slow  in  buying  this  year,  ac- 
cording to  an  executive,  sales  are  far 
ahead  for  the  same  period  last  year  which 
amounted  to  approximately  23  per  cent  of 
the  total  possibilities. 

New  season  deals  have  been  consum- 
mated with  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  of 
Oklahoma  City,  comprising  situations  in 
Oklahoma,  Texas,  Arizona,  Kansas,  Ne- 
braska and  Arkansas,  and  the  Wometco 
circuit  of  Florida,  whose  franchise  deal 
has  been  extended  covering  houses  in 
Miami  Beach,  West  Palm  Beach  and 
Nassau. 


No  Relations  Breakoff  by 
UA-B&K  Is  Reported 

Chicago — Despite  reports  to  the  con- 
trary, the  relationship  between  UA  and 
B&K  has  not  been  strained  to  the  point 
of  a serious  climax.  Jules  Rubens,  for 
Great  States,  was  discussing  a deal  this 
week.  According  to  John  Balaban  of  B&K, 
UA  sales  executives  are  expected  to  re- 
sume talks  with  him  as  soon  as  Rubens 
finishes  up  with  his  situations. 


Film  Play  Financing 
Awaits  Guild  Pact 

New  York — Representatives  of  the  film 
companies  who  are  negotiating  with  the 
Dramatists  Guild  on  a plan  that  will  per- 
mit the  resumption  of  financing  of  plays 
are  patiently  marking  time  until  the  Guild 
council  sees  fit  to  pass  on  the  contract  to 
its  membership  for  approval. 

Such  action  is  expected  to  take  place 
within  ten  days.  As  one  member  of  the 
majors’  committee  puts  it:  “We  have  been 
operating  without  it  for  so  long  another 
two  or  three  weeks  don’t  matter.” 

The  usual  “progress”  was  reported  at 
the  last  meeting  which  was  attended  by 
Sidney  Phillips  of  M-G-M,  John  Byram  of 
Paramount  and  Jake  Wilk  of  Warner  and 
the  Guild  council. 

It  is  agreed  on  both  sides  that  no  satis- 
factory arrangement  can  be  made  unless 
the  following  three  problems  are  settled 
(1)  the  amount  of  advance  payment  for 
film  rights  to  a play,  (2)  the  percentage 
of  the  weekly  gross  which  a film  com- 
pany would  also  pay  for  the  rights,  and 
(3)  a formula  for  deciding  when  a show 
should  be  closed. 

Metro  Seals  Three  New 
Deals:  Two  More  Near 

New  York — After  months  of  working 
out  local  conditions  on  master  contracts, 
M-G-M  this  week  signed  new  season  deals 
with  Warner,  Fox  West  Coast  and  Mul- 
lin  and  Pinanski.  ’The  Warner  deal  is 
described  as  for  a “period  of  years.” 

A memorandum  agreement  has  been 
effected  with  the  Comerford  circuit  which 
is  expected  to  bring  about  the  signing 
of  a franchise  in  about  a week,  it  is  said. 
“Just  odds  and  ends”  remain  for  the 
Butterfield  circuit  deal  to  be  signed. 

Plaintiff  Eisman  Settles 
Suit  Against  Goldwyn 

New  York — Suit  of  Mort  Eisman,  Clara 
Dellar  and  Robert  Louis  Shayon  for  $1,- 
000,000  against  Sam  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Eddie  Cantor,  and  UA  has  been 
discontinued  and  settled  out  of  the  fed- 
eral court  as  far  as  Eisman  is  concerned, 
but  remains  as  to  the  other  plaintiffs. 

Action  which  charges  the  plagiarism  of 
the  plaintiffs’  play,  “Oh,  Shah”  in 
“Roman  Scandals,”  was  dismissed  by  Judge 
John  M.  Woolsey,  who  was  reversed  by 
the  circuit  court  of  appeals,  which  sent 
the  action  back  for  a new  hearing. 

New  York  Allied  Meeting 
Scheduled  Next  Month 

New  York — Allied  of  New  York’s  state- 
wide meeting  will  not  be  called  until  next 
month,  according  to  Max  A.  Cohen,  presi- 
dent. Asked  if  he  cared  to  comment  on 
the  M-G-M  announcement  adopting  many 
of  the  principles  of  the  code,  Cohen  said 
there  was  no  need  to,  inasmuch  as  he 
believed  all  other  major  companies  would 
follow  the  lead  taken  by  Gradwell  L.  Sears, 
general  sales  head  for  Warner. 
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— Photo  by  Cosmo-Slleo 

Shows  Up  Smiling — 

Rouhen  Mamoulian,  who  directed 
“Golden  Boy.”  reaches  Gotham  for  a 
brief  vacation,  he  emerged  from 
the  trainshed,  he  looked  pleasant,  like 
this. 


^HE  Warner  golf  tournament  is  held  once 
every  365  days.  So  this  year  the  com- 
mittee picked  primary  day,  the  one  day  in 
the  365  that  the  Alcoholic  Beverage  Con- 
trol says  it’s  unlawful  to  wet  the  whistle  on 
the  19th  hole — at  least  until  after  5 p.  m. 
So  the  boys  played  golf  instead.  Leonard 
Palumbo  ran  off  with  low  gross.  Behind 
him  was  Joe  Hummel.  Pat  Marcone,  J. 
Costellano  and  G.  Feder  came  in  next,  in 
that  order.  In  the  class  designated  as 
Class  A.  Jules  Girden  registered  first  low 
net.  Then  Larry  Golob,  L.  Dennis,  Paul 
Lazarus  and  W.  Cannon,  in  that  order. 
Bunched  for  a tie  in  the  Class  B designa- 
tion were  eight  players:  A.  Blum,  J.  Co- 
ronate, J.  Goldsmith,  J.  Lubin,  F.  Miller, 
E.  Reiner,  A.  Rubinger  and  A1  Siegel.  S. 
Friedman  and  T.  J.  Martin  took  9th  and 
10th  place. 

Putting  contest  winner  was  G.  Werner, 
with  S.  Newman  and  C.  C.  Ryan  runners 
up.  In  a “nearest  the  pin”  runoff,  E. 
Schreiber  and  J.  Wilk  placed  one,  two.  L. 
Rieger  placed  first  in  the  driving  contest. 

L.  Roberts  and  Clayton  Bond  finished  next 
in  order.  H.  Rosenband  was  in  a class  by 
himself — duffer.  The  winners,  players, 
whistle  wetters  and  sundry  others  repaired 
to  the  club  house — Glen  Oaks  Country  Club 
— in  the  evening  for  what  usually  goes  on 
after  a golf  tournament.  Grad  Sears  was 
toastmaster. 

The  golfers  included  Miles  H.  Alben, 
Ken  Aneser,  Charles  Bailey,  H.  S.  Bare- 
ford,  E.  Bisher,  A.  R.  Blum.  W.  V.  Brooks, 
W.  A.  Cannon,  Edward  J.  Carney,  A1  Car- 
penter, Joe  Castellano,  W.  F.  Clark,  Mur- 
ray Cohen,  M.  J.  Cormor,  H.  E.  Cooke,  Joe 
Coronato,  Ed  Dempsey,  L.  E.  Dennis,  H. 

M.  Doherty,  I.  F.  Dolid,  Nat  Fellman, 
Charles  M.  Foder,  Norman  Foley,  S.  P. 
Friedman,  Morton  Gerber,  Jules  Girden, 
J.  J.  Glynn,  Joe  Gold,  Gil  Golden,  Jack 
Goldsmith,  Joseph  Goldstein,  Larry  Golob, 
Jess  Gourley,  Ralph  Gordon,  L.  B.  Griffin, 
Max  Greenberg,  Roy  H.  Haines,  G.  G. 


BROADWAY 


Halliday,  W.  S.  Halliday,  Lewis  H.  Harris, 
Maurice  Henry,  Ed  Hinchy,  John  Holmes, 
J.  S.  Hummel,  Fi'anklin  Hurtt. 

Also  S.  Immerman,  Arthur  S.  Jones,  L. 
J.  Kaufman,  Herb  Kempe,  G.  R.  Keyser, 

B.  Klawans,  A.  Kronenberg,  Ernest  Lange, 
J.  A.  Lannon,  Paul  N.  Lazarus  jr.,  Jerry 
Lubin,  Karl  MacDonald,  W.  S.  McDonald, 
R.  A.  McGuire,  W.  J.  McLaughlin,  Joe 
McLaughlin,  Frank  Marshall,  T.  J.  Mar- 
tin, Pat  Marcone,  Frank  D.  Miller,  E.  H. 
Moray,  S.  E.  Newman,  T.  O’Sullivan,  Leon- 
ard Palumbo,  Abbey  Pushkin,  L.  J.  Roberts, 
Harold  Rodner,  Harry  E.  Rosenquest,  Sid 
Rechetnik,  Elkan  Reiner,  Lester  Rieger, 
Harry  M.  Rosenbaum,  C.  C.  Ryan,  Alan 
Rubinger,  Henry  Sanicola,  Arthur  Saxon, 
Sam  Schneider,  L.  S.  Schlesinger,  Ed 
Schreiber,  Martin  Schiff,  E.  M.  Schnitzer, 
Sol  Shernow,  A.  J.  Siegel,  Herman  Starr, 
Dan  Triester,  A1  Trojack,  E.  H.  Ullberg, 
Abel  Vigard,  Albert  M.  Warner,  Jack  L. 
Warner  jr.,  Charles  Warren,  Rudy  Weiss, 
Gene  Werner,  Robert  Williams,  Jacob 
Wilk  and  J.  B.  Zybulewski. 

Stanton  Griffis’  new  sartorial  makeup 
includes  a large  white  carnation  in  his 
lapel  . . . Sylvia  Sewards,  secretary  to  C. 

C.  Moskowitz,  has  been  meeting  up  with 
that  “friendly  cop”  at  45th  St.  and  Broad- 
way, the  one  who  escorts  “friendly  people” 
through  traffic  jams,  relates  an  incident 
that  occurred  to  her  the  other  day.  Said 
the  officer,  whose  name  by  the  way  is 
“Happy,”  to  her:  “I  only  do  this  for  chil- 
dren and  Litvaks.”  Which  was  followed  by 
a quick  retort  by  Miss  Sewards,  who  said, 
“Then  I come  under  the  heading  of  chil- 
dren” . . . Lou  Irwin,  who  says  his  busi- 
ness is  developing  Broadway  character 
actors  for  pictures,  is  planning  to  head  for 
the  coast  the  end  of  the  week. 

John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  says  he  gets  his  first 
foreign  news,  all  latest  developments, 
from  the  New  York  Times  tape  which 
he  can  see  from  his  office  . . . Wil- 
liam French  Githens,  head  of  the 
Newsreel  circuit,  is  back  from  San 
Francisco  after  supervising  the  opening 
of  the  first  Telenews  house  there  . . . Neil 
F.  Agnew  was  down  with  the  flu  for  a 
few  days,  but  is  now  about  again  . . . J. 
J.  Unger  flew  into  town  Thursday  after 


two  days  in  Boston  on  the  Interstate  cir- 
cuit deal  . . . Milt  Kusell  was  in  the  Al- 
bany territory  for  a few  days  . . . Harry 
Brandt  is  still  much  concerned  over  his 
boy’s  health.  Everybody  is  rooting  for  a 
quick  recovery  . . . Adele  Howley,  fashion 
editor  for  Metrotone  News,  was  one  of  the 
Milkmaid  judges  in  the  contest  finals  held 
at  the  World’s  Fair. 

Bits  From  the  Exchanges:  Everybody 
looks  and  acts  busy  . . . Up  at  Metro,  Ben 
Abner  dashing  in  and  out  of  Ted  O’Shea  s 
office  . . . Dave  Levy,  Universal  branch 
manager,  away  at  Poughkeepsie  and  Al  J. 
Herman,  eastern  district  manager,  visiting 
in  Philadelphia  . . . Columbia’s  Nat  Cohn 
selling  chances  on  a punchboard.  He  ex- 
plains he  is  doing  it  for  his  wife  who  is 
interested  in  raising  money  for  the  Hebrew 
Orphan  Asylum.  So  Boxoffice’s  r.  c.  picks 
“Myra”  which  turns  out  to  be  the  most  ex- 
pensive choice  . . . The  economy  wave  hit 
Monogram  where  Booker  Phil  Hurwitz 
and  a switchboard  operator  were  let  out 
. . . Jack  Ellis  at  RKO  reports  the  Motion 
Picture  Associates  have  finally  selected  the 
date  for  the  annual  shindig  at  the  Hotel 
Astor.  It  is  set  for  November  25  . . . Ann 
Levy,  Bob  Wolff’s  secretary,  comes  dash- 
ing out — a symphony  in  brown  . . . Al 
Suchman  huddling  with  Moe  Saunders  at 
20th-Fox. 

Robert  T.  Kane,  in  charge  of  British 
production  for  20th-Fox,  hopes  to  return 
to  England  in  a few  days  . . . Paul  Muni 
and  Edmund  Goulding  are  in  town.  Muni 
will  be  starred  this  season  in  Maxwell  An- 
derson’s new  play,  “Key  Largo”  . . . War- 
ner press  releases  now  carry  the  follow- 
ing line  on  the  bottom  of  the  page:  “Ann 
Sheridan  3,265  miles  away”  . . . RKO’s 
inter-department  bowling  season  is  off  to 
a good  start  with  40  employes  entered.  The 
league  committee  consists  of  James  A. 
Clark,  ad  sales  manager,  L.  E.  Gaudreau, 
purchasing  agent,  and  C.  S.  Fretz,  auditor. 
John  A.  Farmer  is  club  treasurer  and  J.  S. 
Yeransian  is  secretary  . . . The  exhibitors’ 
lounge  at  RKO  is  still  entertaining  out- 
of-town  guests.  The  list  includes:  T.  C. 
McElroy,  Rex,  Vale,  Ore.;  H.  Shapiro,  An- 
thony Wayne,  Wayne,  Pa.;  E.  Rochefort, 
(Continued  on  page  40-D) 


Morros  Delivers  It  in  Person — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


With  a print  of  “Flying  Deuces,”  his  first  for  RKO  in  his  baggage,  Boris 
Morros  comes  to  New  York.  He’s  on  the  left  in  this  photograph  and  seems 
glad  to  see  George  J.  Schaefer,  the  process  apparently  working  in  reverse 
as  well. 


40-B 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  23,  1939 


Warnerites  Forget  War— European  and  Film— tor  a Day  of  Golf— 

Glen  Oaks  was  the  place.  The  scenery  above  includes  (1)  Major  Albert  Warner,  Sam  Schneider . Jacob  Wilk  atid  S^anleiah 
P.  Friedman.  (2)  Group  shot  embracing  Frank  Marshall,  Harry  Rosenquest,  Leonard  Schlesinger  and  Ed  Hinchy.  (3) 
Schneider  in  the  dead  center  of  a putt  as  lookers-on  include  Max  Fader,  Harold  Rodner,  Abe  Kronenberg  and  Dr.  Jonas 
Unger.  (4)  Grad  Sears,  looking  muddled  or  something,  and  virtually  surrounded  by  clubs,  an  implement  he  has  been  known 
to  dodge.  (5)  Some  of  the  winners,  left  to  right,  Elkan  Reiner,  J.  Lubin,  T.  J Martin,  Arthur  Siegel,  H.  Rosenband,  who  can 
now  go  digging  at  foundations ; L.  Dennis,  W . Cannon,  Sid  Newman  and  Pat  Marcone.  Exceptional  golfing  ability  was  not  a 
prerequisite  for  prize  winning.  Some  of  the  lucky  ones  can  vouch  for  that. 


T 


(Continued  from  page  40-B) 

Shelter  Bay  Music  Hall,  Shelter  Bay,  Que- 
bec; Mrs.  John  Anton,  Anton,  Mononga- 
hela.  Pa.;  W.  Bernard  Denning,  Star,  Up- 
per Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  P.  Schram,  Or- 
pheum,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Bob  Smeltzer,  Warner  central  district 
manager;  Harry  Seed,  Pittsburgh;  Charles 
Rich,  Buffalo;  W.  G.  Mansell,  Philadelphia, 
and  John  Pavone,  New  Haven,  were  home 
office  visitors  for  conferences  with  Roy 
Haines,  eastern  and  Canadian  sales  man- 
ager . . . Helen  O’Toole,  local  MPTOA  sec- 
retary, is  back  at  her  desk  after  a south- 
ern cruise  . . . Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Uni- 
versal's eastern  sales  manager,  is  due  back 
early  next  week  after  a business  trip  to 
New  Orleans  and  Dallas  . . . To  prove  that 
it  really  is  a small  world,  Rutgers  Neilson 
comes  up  with  the  fact  that  when  he  es- 
corted ZaSu  Pitts  through  the  Music  Hall 
— where  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  is  on  display 
with  ZaSu  prominently  cast — she  stumbled 
over  Hazel  Flynn,  the  theatre’s  publicity 
director.  They  were  school  chums,  both 
hailing  from  Parsons,  Kansas  . . . Izzy 
Rappaport  of  Baltimore  in  for  a quickie, 
most  of  it  around  RKO  headquarters  . . . 
Al  Herman,  Universal’s  district  manager 
here,  in  and  out  of  Washington  in  a cou- 
ple of  days  . . . J.  Calero  Paz,  former  dis- 
tributor for  RKO  in  Peru,  Ecuador  and 
Bolivia  and  now  an  independent  distribu- 
of  Mexican  product,  is  in  town  on  a busi- 
ness trip.  His  sister,  Esperansa,  is  along 
and  is  taking  treatment  for  an  eye  infec- 
tion . . . Tom  Murray,  Universal  exchange 
executive,  has  returned  from  an  inspection 
trip  to  Dallas. 

Vacation  Varieties:  Milton  Weiss  of 
M-G-M’s  publicity  department,  spent 
much  of  his  coast  vacation  at  Howard 
Strickling’s  farm,  w'hich  Weiss  labels 
"Strickling  from  Hunger  Farm.”  It’s  lo- 
cated in  the  San  Fernando  valley.  Weiss 


says  he  went  through  the  Frisco  Fair  in  a 
private  car,  as  he  did  when  he  escorted 
Jimmy  Stewart  through  the  N.  Y.  Fair 
grounds.  Three  days  in  Frisco,  four  in 
Catalina  and  four  days  at  the  studios  is 
about  all  he  can  remember  about  the  trip 
. . . Charles  K.  Stern,  assistant  treasurer 
of  Loew’s,  is  back  at  his  desk,  feeling 
more  chipper  than  ever,  now  that  he  has  a 
four-week  Honolulu  respite  behind  him. 
He’s  in  favor  of  long  vacations  and  visit- 
ing sights  different  from  the  ordinary  and 
commonplace  . . . Dorothy  Kennedy,  Loew 
receptionist,  is  browned  to  a deep  nut 
shade  after  a week  in  Atlantic  City  . . . 
N.  L.  Nathanson  mixed  a bit  of  business 
with  pleasure  during  his  brief  visit  from 
the  Canadian  border  early  in  the  week. 

Ann  Sheridan  is  set  for  personal  appear- 
ances at  Philadelphia,  Washington  and 
Pittsburgh,  in  that  order,  after  her  p.  a.  at 
the  Strand,  beginning  October  5 . . . Luis 
Enrique  Perez,  Republic’s  distributor  in 
Venezuela,  advises  Morris  Goodman,  for- 
eign chieftain,  that  he  has  under  construc- 
tion a 1,000-seat  theatre  in  Caracas,  which 
will  be  named  Cinelandia  . . . Errol  Flynn 
has  terminated  his  summer  vacation  in  the 
east  and  has  returned  to  the  Warner  lot 
and  “The  Sea  Hawk’’  . . . Lester  S.  Tobias 
has  acquired  national  and  Canadian  dis- 
tribution rights  to  the  film  series  known 
as  “Keeno-Quiz”  . . . Sol  Lesser  has  re- 
turned to  the  coast  after  supervising  back- 
ground shots  around  New  York  for  “Our 
Town”  ...  A.  A.  Schubart,  manager  of 
RKO  exchange  operations,  is  back  from  a 
Canadian  business  trip. 

Harry  Shaw,  New  England  head  for 
Loew’s,  led  the  caravan  of  cars  which  pa- 
raded Broadway  over  the  weekend  to  in- 
augurate the  new  fall  season  for  the  cir- 
cuit . . . Jackie  Coogan  flew  in  from  the 
coast  early  in  the  week  to  join  a road  com- 
pany of  “What  a Life”  . . . Bob  Ritchie, 


The  War  Hurried  Them  Home— 

Sam  H.  Morris,  vice-president  of  foreign  distribution  for  Warner,  and 
Mrs.  Morris  hurry  back  to  New  York  from  South  America,  their  trip  cut 
short  by  the  conflict  overseas. 


— M/jtropolitan  Photos 

From  Buenos  Aires — 

Phil  Reisman,  general  foreign  mana- 
ger for  RKO,  returns  on  the  Brazil 
from  the  Argentine,  his  trip  cut  short 
by  the  war. 


London  talent  scout  for  M-G-M,  is  in 
town,  having  preceded  Ben  Goetz,  Bob 
Montgomery,  Dick  Thorpe  and  Maureen 
O’Sullivan  by  a week  . . . Annabella  (Mrs. 
Tyrone  Power)  is  en  route  to  Hollywood 
with  her  11 -year-old  daughter  from  Lisbon 
after  a visit  to  her  native  France  . . . Bill 
Sussman  has  been  making  a tour  of  20th- 
Fox  exchanges  in  the  mideast. 

Christmas  came  a bit  early  at  the  local 
M-G-M  exchange  when  news  was  broad- 
cast E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea,  eastern  district 
manager,  landed  first  prize  in  his  division 
in  a sales  contest  for  the  year.  The  local 
exchange  took  second  place  in  the  final 
tally,  Cincinnati  garnering  first.  As  a re- 
sult, Elizabeth  Hoffman,  booking  clerk, 
and  J.  Lalima,  night  examiner,  have  been 
awarded  free  trips  to  the  Frisco  World’s 
Fair.  They  leave  next  month  and  must  be 
back  by  November  1.  Lou  Allerhand,  Jer- 
sey salesman,  finished  third  in  the  national 
salesmen’s  division.  Jack  Bowen,  Charles 
Wittner,  the  office  manager  and  bookers 
each  get  two  weeks’  extra  pay  while  the 
balance  of  the  office  staff  have  been 
awarded  a half  week’s  additional  compen- 
sation . . . While  on  the  subject  of  Leo  the 
Lion,  E.  M.  Saunders,  western  division 
sales  head,  sported  a shade  of  pink  on  his 
visage  which  he  says  is  a one-day  booking 
of  sunburnt  netted  on  the  golf  links  over  the 
weekend  . . . Tom  Connors,  southern  and 
eastern  sales  manager,  hosted  Sidney 
Meyers,  partner  in  Wometco,  the  day  be- 
fore the  exhibitor  left  for  the  land  of  the 
sun — Miami  to  you. 

Menu  Memoranda:  Rose  Lichtman  has 
completed  arrangements  to  close  her 
apartment  here  and  leaves  for  Hollywood, 
Wednesday.  Her  husband,  who  is  execu- 
tive assistant  to  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
had  planned  to  come  east  but  called  the 
trip  off  due  to  business  pressure  at  the 
studios  . . . Elmer  C.  Rhoden  likes  to  rib 
Lon  T.  Cox,  Fox  Midwest  film  buyer  and 
(Continued  on  page  40-G) 
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Talk  Special  Session 
To  Mull  Blue  Law 

Wilmington,  Del. — Conflicting  views  on 
the  advisability  of  a special  session  of  the 
state  legislature  at  Dover  to  consider  re- 
vision of  Delaware’s  144-year-old  Sunday 
blue  laws  were  expressed  here  by  legis- 
lators following  an  announcement  by 
Atty.-Gen.  James  R.  Morford  urging  such 
action. 

Morford,  in  a communication  to  Sen. 
Paul  R.  Rinard  of  Wilmington,  father  of 
Delaware’s  Sunday  film  bill  vetoed  recent- 
ly by  Gov.  Richard  C.  McMullen,  request- 
ed the  special  nine-member  commission 
appointed  to  study  revision  for  recom- 
mendation to  the  1941  legislature,  to  de- 
cide as  soon  as  possible  whether  they 
should  or  should  not  be  enforced.  En- 
forcement of  old  statutes  would  cripple 
the  state’s  commercial  and  social  life  on 
Sundays. 

His  letter  to  Senator  Rinard  listed  2,000 
violations  of  blue  laws  found  by  state  po- 
lice and  city  police  of  Wilmington  in  a 
survey  on  two  successive  Sundays.  Eigh- 
teen amusement  violations  were  listed  in 
the  state,  none  of  which  was  labeled  for 
Wilmington. 

Federal  Admission  Tax 
Collections  Take  Drop 

Washington — Reflecting  the  normal  mid- 
summer slackening  in  the  theatre  indus- 
try, federal  admission  tax  collections  in 
August,  representing  July  business,  drop- 
ped $1,513,468.12  from  $1,534,249.77  for 
the  preceding  month,  according  to  figures 
compiled  by  the  bureau  of  internal  reve- 
nue. 

Bureau  figures  disclose  two  features  of 
the  month.  First,  that  for  the  third  time 
this  year  receipts  exceeded  those  of  the 
corresponding  period  in  1938  and,  second, 
that  the  drop  from  July  to  August  was 
only  a fraction  of  what  it  was  a year  ago, 
when  collections  fell  from  $1,618,813  to 
$1,425,062.88. 

With  collections  for  five  of  the  eight 
months  under  those  of  last  year,  receipts 
for  1939  through  August,  $12,203,945.40, 
were  $186,693  under  the  1938  total  of  $12,- 
390,638.28,  bureau  records  reveal. 


Capital  "Thunder  Ailoat" 
Gross  Nears  Record 

Washington — The  first  three-day  gross 
of  “Thunder  Afloat”  at  the  Capitol  beat 
every  previous  record  for  a similar  period 
for  the  past  18  months  with  the  exception 
of  “Boys  Town,”  and  a Hardy  Family  film 
that  played  over  a New  Year’s  holiday,  the 
management  states. 


Eyes  Television 

New  York — Charles  C.  Pettijohn  jr., 
just  turned  21  and  already  a year  out  of 
Georgetown  University,  will  not  follow  in 
his  father’s  footsteps.  Rather  than  strike 
out  for  law,  it  is  television  for  which 
young  Pettijohn  is  gearing  himself. 
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About  the  Actor 


New  York — “To  justify  the  feeling  of 
the  actors  in  this  country  as  to  why  they 
have  a great  stake  in  a democracy  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  indicate  the  position 
of  the  actor  in  any  country  in  which 
democracy  has  ceased  to  function. 

“In  every  such  country  the  actor  is  no 
longer  considered  an  artist  with  a defi- 
nite contribution  to  make  to  the  culture 
of  his  country  and  has  come  to  be  re- 
garded merely  as  an  instrument  for  the 
dissemination  of  the  creed  of  its  domi- 
nant political  party. 

“He  is,  moreover,  an  instrument  which 
not  only  is  played  upon  at  will  but  is 
discarded  or  eliminated  entirely,  ruth- 
lessly and  arbitrarily,  and  without  any 
relationship  to,  or  consideration  of,  his 
artistic  value. 

“Thus  in  a great  area  in  Europe,  an 
entire  group  of  skilled  and  able  theatre 
workers  has  been  forbidden  to  practice 
their  art,  not  because  they  have  lost  their 
skill,  not  because  they  have  ceased  to 
contribute  greatly  to  the  theatre,  but  mere- 
ly because  their  very  existence  in  those 
countries  runs  contrary  to  a vicious  and 
distorted  concept  of  race  and  blood  which 
has  been  adopted  by  the  ruling  groups  in 
that  area.” — From  the  address  of  Alfred 
Harding,  editor  of  Equity,  official  organ  of 
the  Actors’  Equity  Ass’n,  before  the  Na- 
tional Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews 
at  Williams  College. 


Story  and  Art  of  Telling 
It  Stressed  by  Dietz 

New  York — Films  are  poor  when  the 
stories  are  poor  or  poorly  written,  How- 
ard Dietz,  M-G-M’s  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity,  told  a New  York  Uni- 
versity class  taking  a motion  picture 
course.  He  was  guest  of  honor  at  the 
opening  lecture  on  “The  Cinema  as  Liter- 
ary Art.” 

Motion  picture  art  will  come  to  full 
flower  when  a film  is  “the  imique  result 
of  a unique  temperament,”  Dietz  said, 
giving  as  his  opinion  that  the  techniques 
of  “cinematography  and  acting  are  sub- 
servient to  the  story  to  be  told  and  the 
literary  art  of  telling  it.”  He  urged  that 
films  should  aspire  original  contributions 
from  all  sources. 


Funeral  for  Julius  Gould 
Is  Held  in  Hollywood 

New  York — F\ineral  services  for  Julius 
Gould,  father  of  Walter  Gould,  UA’s  Latin- 
America  supervisor,  were  held  in  Holly- 
wood. He  was  79. 

The  UA  executive  was  in  Buenos  Aires 
when  he  was  notified  of  the  news.  He 
is  now  en  route  to  the  United  States. 


I "Harvest"  Approved 

New  York — The  much-discussed  French 
film,  “Harvest,”  which  originally  was 
banned  by  New  York  censors,  has  now 
been  approved.  The  board  of  regents  re- 
versed the  board.  This  clears  the  way  for 
the  premiere  at  the  World  Theatre  Octo- 
ber 2. 


More  Time  for  Filing 
Folly  Particulars 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Alfred  C. 
Coxe  has  signed  an  order  extending  the 
time  of  the  Folly  Amusement  Holding  Co., 
operators  of  the  Brooklyn  Folly,  to  October 
16  to  file  a bill  of  particulars  on  all  the 
majors  and  an  amended  bill  of  complaint 
against  UA. 

The  plaintiffs  seek  triple  damages  of 
$750,000  under  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act, 
claiming  the  defendants  conspired  to  put 
them  out  of  business. 

Defendants  include  all  majors.  Mono- 
gram, Republic,  Randforce  Amusement  Co., 
and  several  individuals. 


Leibell  Cuts  Award  on 
"Letty  Lynton"  Run 

New  York  — Modifying  the  report  of 
Special  Master  Kenneth  E.  Walser,  Fed- 
eral Judge  Vincent  L.  Leibell  has  awarded 
$3,099  to  Edward  Sheldon  and  Margaret 
Ayer  Barnes  as  their  share  of  the  profits 
of  the  run  of  “Letty  Lynton”  at  the  Capi- 
tol here. 

The  master  had  awarded  the  plaintiffs 
$16,470  as  the  total  net.  Judge  Leibell 
found  total  profits  to  be  $15,495,  but  cut 
this  figure  four  fifths  in  accordance  with 
the  ruling  of  the  circuit  court  of  appeals. 
The  picture  played  the  Capitol  the  weeks 
of  April  29-May  12,  1932.  It  had  been 
held  a plagiarism  of  the  plaintiff’s  play, 
“Dishonored  Lady.” 

Examine  Zanuck  on  Coast 
After  Payment  of  Fees 

New  York — Examination  of  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  will  take  place  in  California  be- 
fore Charles  E.  Millikan  as  soon  as  Robert 
E.  Sherwood  and  the  Playwrights  Produc- 
ing Co.  pay  to  Julian  T.  Abeles,  attorney 
for  20th  Century-Fox,  $150  for  each  day 
he  will  be  required  to  attend  hearings, 
$300  for  railroad  fare  and  $25  a day  for 
living  expenses. 

This  is  in  connection  with  Sherwood’s 
action  for  an  injunction  against  “Young 
Mr.  Lincoln,”  which  he  claims  deceives  the 
public  into  believing  it  is  based  on  his  play 
“Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois.” 


Suit  Over  Song  by  Harms 
Settled  Out  of  Court 

New  York — Suit  of  HaiTns  against 
Famous  Music  Corp.  and  Paramount  Pic- 
tures has  been  discontinued  and  settled 
out  of  the  federal  court. 

The  action  charged  the  plagiarism  of 
the  plaintiff’s  song,  “Tell  Me  More,”  writ- 
ten in  1925  by  B.  G.  DeSylva  and  Ira 
Gershwin  in  “Says  My  Heart,”  written  in 
1938.  Paramount  used  the  latter  song  in 
"Cocoanut  Grove.” 


Redecorate  Kallett  Capitol 

Rome,  N.  Y. — The  Capitol,  a Kallett 
house  here,  is  being  redecorated  inside  and 
a new  lobby  and  marquee  added. 
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A IIL  IBI  AMY 

T^ILTON  KUSELL,  Paramount  district 
boss,  was  here  for  a huddle  with 
Manager  Clayton  Eastman  and  the  sales- 
men . . . Sam  Davis  of  the  Phoenica, 
Phoenica  (Catskill  Mountain  town!,  was 
on  Filmrow.  Ditto,  J.  W.  Bird,  Arlington, 
East  Arlington,  Vt.;  Walter  Wertime  sr. 
of  Chestertown;  Kingsley  Ryan  of  Ausable 
Porks  and  Keesville;  Lou  Bucken,  Amenia 
exhibitor,  and  Mrs.  Bucken;  Phil  Straus  of 
Pine  Plains,  and  Mrs.  Straus;  Roger  Mar- 
mon  of  Delmar  Theatre,  Delmar,  and  his 
latest.  Bright  Spot,  Rensselaer;  Frank 
Williams,  Benton  booker  from  Saratoga 
. . . Josephine  Lasky,  on  M-G-M’s  switch- 
board, briskly  efficient  but  pleasant. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  local  Kent 
Drive  crew.  Manager  Moe  Grassgreen, 
Salesmen  Benny  Dare  and  Fred  Sliter, 
Booker  Dan  Houlihan  and  Assistant 
Booker  Elmer  Sichel  are  in  Boston  for  the 
second  of  three  discussion  and  pep  meet- 
ings in  the  big  push  on  the  1939-40  prod- 
uct. The  “dollar  delivery”  bunch  in  Bos- 
ton, New  Haven  and  one  of  the  eastern 
Canadian  exchanges  are  also  m attend- 
ance. Drive  Leader  M.  A.  Levy  of  Milwau- 
kee; William  Sussman,  eastern  sales  man- 
ager. and  Tom  Bailey,  eastern  district 
manager,  are  scheduled  to  speak. 

Metro  held  a screening  of  “Babes  in 
Arms,”  new  Mickey  Rooney-Judy  Garland 
meteor  scheduled  to  shine  at  Palace,  Al- 
bany, and  other  first  runs  in  the  territory. 
Those  attending,  in  addition  to  Metro 
men,  included:  Lou  Golding,  Fabian  di- 
vision manager;  Joe  Shure,  Fabian  booker; 
Alex  Sayles,  Palace;  Larry  Cowan,  Grand; 
Irving  Liner,  Proctor’s,  Troy,  and  C.  R. 
I Tip)  Roseberry,  critic  of  The  Knicker- 
bocker News,  Albany  . . . Lew  Waterman, 
Universal  manager  in  New  York,  stopped 
at  the  local  exchange  while  on  a visit  to 
his  mother  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.  . . . Reason 
for  Ralph  Pielow  carrying  his  arm  in  a 
sling  is  a broken  wrist  bone  suffered  when 
the  Metro  manager  slipped  in  front  of  a 
theatre  . . . Mrs.  Bernard  'Gladys)  Man- 
tha,  secretary  to  A1  Marchetti,  Universal 
booker,  resigned. 

Bill  Barney  of  the  Grand,  Watervliet, 
has  become  an  expert  in  construction,  what 
with  the  building  of  a new  residence  in 


Clinton  Heights  . . . Ben  Smith,  local 
salesman  for  Hollywood  exchange  of  Buf- 
falo, and  Mrs.  Smith  motored  to  Toronto 
to  visit  Mrs.  Smith’s  mother.  He  reports 
that  Canadians  in  that  area  did  not  seem 
jittery  because  of  the  war. 

Lou  Goldstein,  head  booker  for  Schine, 
was  a recent  Toronto  visitor  . . . Mrs. 
Inez  Ferguson,  Copake  exhibitor,  was  on 
Filmrow  . . . Ditto,  George  Thornton  of 
Saugerties,  Henry  Freider  and  Henry 
Grossman  of  Hudson  and  Seth  Field, 
Schine  booker  . . . Mary  Hawkins,  Re- 
public booker,  at  her  desk  on  a Satur- 
day afternoon  when  temperature  reached 
a record  of  92  degrees  for  the  date  in 
September  . . . Stanley  Goldberg,  Co- 
lumbia booker,  working  on  a Sunday 
morning  . . . Monogram  exchange  has  re- 
ceived for  distribution  in  Albany  territory 
“The  Fight  for  Peace,”  a documentary  with 
a prologue  by  Hendrik  Willem  Van  Loon 
and  narration  by  David  Ross  . . . Com- 
munity Hall,  Newton  Falls,  operated  by 
Leonard  & Cheney,  has  been  repainted 
. . . Anthony  Minozzi,  manager  of  Colonial, 
Albany,  a Bernstein  house,  is  a proud 
papa.  New  arrival  is  a boy. 

Smalley  Renovales 
Three  in  Circuit 

Albany — Three  Smalley  circuit  units 
have  been  remodeled  or  are  now  under- 
going renovation  at  a total  cost  of  $65,000. 

On  the  Delhi,  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  $22,000  was 
expended,  while  $25,000  was  spent  on  the 
Cooperstown,  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.  Approx- 
imately $18,000  is  allotted  for  renovations 
now  under  way  on  the  St.  Johnsville  in 
the  New  York  town  of  the  same  name. 


Iniantile  Paralysis  Wave 
Bars  Shows  to  Children 

Haddonfield.  N.  J. — An  infantile  paraly- 
sis outbreak  throughout  this  area  led  lo- 
cal authorities  to  forbid  children  to  at- 
tend theatres,  churches  and  Sunday 
schools  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  pub- 
lic schools  were  also  closed  temporarily. 


'Concentraled  Selling' 
Warner  Watchword 

Albany — Calling  upon  managers  and  ex- 
ecutives of  26  Warner  theatres  in  this 
zone  “for  concentrated  selling  of  every  pic- 
ture, for  greater  showmanship  and  for 
even  stricter  economy  in  operation,”  Moe 
Silver,  zone  manager,  observed  unsettled 
conditions  “make  it  necessary  for  us  to 
get  right  down  to  business  and  work  hard 
at  our  own  individual  jobs  instead  of 
speculating,  worrying  and  wondering  about 
the  fate  of  the  world.” 

Silver  declared  “An  impending  shortage 
of  product  will  make  it  necessary  to  get 
extended  runs  on  all  pictures  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  stretched  through  the  managers’ 
increased  efforts.” 

Harry  Goldberg,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity head,  addressed  the  group  on  merch- 
andising plans.  He  emphasized  the  neces- 
sity of  “reaching  the  people  who  will  be 
interested  in  these  pictures  of  special  ap- 
peal that  may  not  have  top  boxoffice 
stars.” 

Present  at  the  meeting  were:  Charles 
A.  Smakwitz,  Ralph  Crabill,  district  man- 
agers; Jules  Curley,  advertising  manager; 
J.  P.  Faughnan,  contact  manager;  Max 
Friedman,  booker;  Joe  Weinstein,  short 
subject  booker;  J.  A.  Wotton,  sound  engi- 
neer, and  the  following  theatre  managers: 

E.  Selette,  Albany,  Albany;  A.  LaFlamme, 
Madison,  Albany;  R.  Rosenthal,  Ritz,  Al- 
bany; A.  M.  Roy,  Strand,  Albany:  J. 
Swartout,  American,  Troy:  S.  Sommer, 
Lincoln,  Troy;  Leo  Rosen,  Troy,  Troy; 
Murray  Lafayette,  Avon,  Utica;  William 
Haynes,  Stanley,  Utica;  Jack  Breslin, 
Utica,  Utica;  R.  H.  Booth,  Lafayette  and 
New  Family,  Batavia;  Dalton  Burgett, 
Capitol,  Dunkirk;  F.  M.  Westfall,  Keeney, 
Elmira;  Mel  Conhaim,  Regent,  Elmira; 
Ray  Fahrenholz,  Strand,  Elmira;  Cliff 
Schaufele,  Majestic,  Hornell;  Bill  Leggiero, 
Steuben  and  Strand,  Hornell;  A1  Newball, 
Palace  and  Winter  Garden,  Jamestown; 
Jim  Maoris,  Diana,  Medina;  Al  Beckerich, 
Haven  and  State,  Glean;  C.  L.  Hollister, 
Babcock  and  Temple,  Wellsville. 

Silver  also  announced  transfer  of  man- 
agers as  follows:  Al  Beckerich  from  the 
Palace,  Jamestown  to  the  Haven,  Glean; 

F.  M.  Westfall  from  the  Haven,  Glean  to 
the  Keeney,  Elmira;  Bill  Leggiero  from 
the  Keeney,  Elmira  to  Hornell;  Al  New- 
hall  from  the  Majestic,  Hornell  to  the 
Palace,  Jamestown. 

McFaul  Will  Build  New 
Buffalo  Subsequent 

Buffalo — Vincent  R.  McFaul,  president 
and  general  manager  of  Buffalo  Theatres, 
Inc.,  operating  the  Shea  theatres,  first 
run  and  community  here  and  in  Niagara 
Falls,  has  announced  plans  for  construc- 
tion of  another  community  theatre  in 
Buffalo’s  lower  west  side.  It  will  be  known 
as  Shea’s  Niagara,  and  is  expected  to  be 
ready  by  the  first  of  the  year. 

It  is  understood  that  at  least  two  other 
community  houses  will  be  added  to  the 
Shea  chain  within  six  months.  Gne  is  to 
be  in  the  north  side  residential  district, 
and  another  in  the  upper  easterly  section. 


Two  Exhibitors  and  Zasu  Pitts — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Having  completed  her  role  in  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  Zasu  Pitts  comes  to 
New  York  and  RKO’s  World’s  Fair  Lounge.  There  she  meets  Nicholas  J. 
Basil  of  Basil  Theatres,  Buffalo,  and,  on  the  right,  Nikitas  Dipson  of 
Wheeling  Theatres,  Batavia,  N.  Y. 
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To  Convention  Under  Havana  Skies — 

Joseph  A.  McConville  (he's  wearing  the  glasses)  sails  for  Cuba  where  Co- 
lumbia will  hold  its  first  Latin- American  sales  convention.  Charles  Rob- 
erts, home  office  supervisor  for  that  area  (he’s  wearing  the  Panama)  went 
along.  Jack  Segal,  on  the  left,  and  Arnold  Picker,  on  the  right,  flew  a 
couple  of  days  later  for  the  same  meeting. 


(Continued  from  page  40-D) 

chief  booker.  The  other  day,  while  lunch- 
ing with  E.  M.  Saunders  and  Eddie  Zabel, 
Rhoden  brought  up  the  subject  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Fair.  For  the  past  two  years,  Cox 
has  had  reservations  but  it  seems  just  as 
he  was  about  to  scamper  off  for  the  show 
Spyros  Skouras  called  from  New  York  to 
sit  in  on  product  conferences.  Cox  has 
taken  the  whole  thing  good  naturedly  and 
can’t  figure  out  how  Spyros  times  the 
meetings  with  the  Fair.  Certainly,  he  indi- 
cates, Rhoden  couldn’t  have  tipped 
Skouras  off  because  the  usual  reservations 
provide  for  Rhoden  going  along  . . . Max 
A.  Cohen  has  certain  ideas  revolving  in  his 
mind  about  the  “Big  Stick’s”  future  atti- 
tude toward  the  industry  and  cautions 
that  they  are  not  printable  because  they 
are  his  own  ideas  and  do  not  express  of- 
ficial opinion  . . . R.  E.  Griffith  and  his 
two  bookers  from  down  Oklahoma  City 
way  iron  out  a few  wrinkles  in  the  Colum- 
bia deal  over  a Lindy  sandwich  with  Rube 
Jackter,  Lou  Weinberg,  and  Lou  Astor. 

Caroll  Case  and  David  Pardell  have  been 
appointed  special  assistants  to  James  Wol- 
cott, associate  producer  of  “The  Ram- 
parts We  Watch.”  Arthur  Jones,  William 
Sikes,  Frank  Calabria,  George  Dangerfield 
and  William  Gerrity  have  been  added  to 
the  technical  staff  . . . Lou  Diamond,  head 
of  Paramount  short  subjects  department, 
says  the  first  of  the  symphonic  shorts 
series,  titled  “The  Blue  Danube  Waltz,” 
has  been  completed  and  is  scheduled  for 
national  release  September  29  . . . Her- 
bert Yates  is  on  the  coast,  having  made 
the  trip  from  Gotham  by  plane  . . . Sidney 
Meyers,  head  of  Wometco  Theatres,  says 
his  average  score  on  the  flat  Miami  golf 
courses  is  about  95  but  when  he  gets  to  the 
pitchy  terrain  of  the  Maine  links  he  gets 
• around  in  the  early  80’s  . . . Dr.  A.  H. 
Giannini  and  Tom  Walker  pausing  to  ad- 
mire the  new  Holland  House  in  Rockefeller 
Center  . . . Georgy  Kallman,  RKO’s  man- 
ager in  Chile,  is  in  town  for  home  office 
conferences  for  the  first  time  in  three 
years. 

Jonas  Rosenfield  jr.,  of  the  Warner  home 
office  advertising  department,  is  honey- 
mooning in  Pennsylvania  with  the  former 
Ida  J.  Reed  . . . Eugen  Sharin,  head  of 
-Transatlantic  Films,  returns  from  Europe 
on  the  Conte  di  Savoia,  September  23,  after 
a two  months’  stay  on  the  Continent  . . . 
Joseph  Bernhard,  head  of  the  Warner 
circuit,  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a four- 
day  siege  of  grippe  . . . Max  Fellerman, 
assistant  RKO  circuit  film  buyer,  has  re- 
turned after  a short  business  trip  to  De- 
troit and  Chicago  . . , Nat  Holt,  RKO’s 
Great  Lakes  division  manager,  in  for  con- 
ferences with  John  J.  O’Connor  . . . Jim 
Brennan,  the  circuit’s  New  Jersey  divi- 
sion manager,  elated  about  the  fact  that 
Jim  jr.,  is  going  to  the  coast  to  take  a 
post  in  the  Universal  publicity  department 
under  John  Joseph. 

Ken  Aneser  of  Warner’s  production  de- 
partment expects  to  be  a poppa  again 
within  the  next  few  weeks — “that’s  why  I 
can’t  plan  to  see  any  Saturday  football 
games”  . . . Pat  Casey  sunning  himself 


on  the  1th  Avenue  sidewalk  before 
taking  to  his  office  . . . Leo  Spitz,  hatless 
and  surrounded  by  topcoated  friends,  tak- 
ing in  the  evening  Broadway  sights  . . . 
Nick  Grinde,  Columbia  director,  is  in  town 
from  the  coast  . . . Lloyd  Lind,  assistant 
to  George  Weeks  at  Monogram,  is  mourn- 
ing the  loss  of  his  father  . . . Herb  Berg’s 
apartment  shopping  days  are  over.  He  has 
moved  his  family  to  the  Bronx  . . . from 
the  Bronx  . . . H.  M.  Richey  has  installed 
a combination  miniature  bowling  alley 
and  shuffleboard  game  as  a sports  pastime 
for  exhibitors  visiting  RKO’s  World  Fair 
lounge  . . . Margaret  Russell  Ganz,  former 
secretary  to  Bob  Gillham  at  Paramount, 
gave  birth  to  a six-and-a-half -pound  boy 
Thursday  at  the  Sydenham  Hospital. 

Objection  and  Correction:  Grace 
Rosenfeld,  Hal  Roach’s  eastern  representa- 
tive, insists  that  when  she  had  lunch  last 
week  with  Annie  Laurie  Williams,  who 
represents  John  Steinbeck,  the  discussion 
did  not  veer  to  “Grapes  of  Wrath”  but 
dealt  with  “Of  Mice  and  Men,”  which 
Roach  is  producing.  Twentieth-Fox  is  in- 
terested in  the  “Grapes”  story  but  not  so 
with  Gracie  . . . Jack  Banner  is  no  longer 
with  M.  P.  Daily.  He’s  now  back  in  free 
lance  radio  publicity,  his  first  love  . . . 
The  editor  of  that  particular  trade  daily 
should  check  other  papers  before  claiming 
exclusive  stories.  The  one  referred  to  is 
the  shakeup  of  the  N.  Y.  anti-trust  divi- 
sion of  the  Dep’t  of  Justice  which  ran 
first  in  the  September  16  issue  of  Box- 
office,  and  then  appeared  elsewhere 
September  18. 

Beards  for  men  appear  to  be  the  coming 
vogue  like  bustles  for  women.  Latest  to  don 
a facial  growth  is  Frank  Donovan,  RKO 
Pathe  director,  who  grew  a beauty  while 
on  the  coast  . . . The  Bert  Reismans  (he 
is  RKO’s  manager  for  Peru)  announce 
their  feature  presentation:  A baby  girl, 
Penelope  Margaret  . . . Frank  Pope  is  back 
as  editor  of  the  Hollywood  Reporter  . . . 
A local  trade  paper  change  has  Jack  nar- 
rower joining  the  Film  Curb  ...  Ed  Pes- 


kay,  still  moaning  about  business,  is  un- 
decided about  going  to  the  coast. 

At  the  Exhibitors’  Lounges:  RKO  en- 
tertained Maxine  Johnson  and  Jean  Gor- 
der,  popularity  contest  winners  at  the 
Huron,  Huron,  S.  D.,  and  the  Capitol, 
Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  respectively.  The  thea- 
tres are  of  the  Minnesota  Amusement  cir- 
cuit. Also  Martin  L.  Funk,  Frankfort, 
Frankfort,  Ohio;  M.  M.  Fielding,  Lang- 
ley, Chicago;  Nikitas  Dipson,  Wheeling  and 
Buffalo,  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  Nicholas  J. 
Basil,  Basil  Brothers  theatres,  , Buffalo. 
Among  the  visitors  to  the  Paramount 
lounge  were  Fred  Carr  and  family,  Ard- 
more, Okla.;  Dave  Wallerstein  of  Chicago; 
Julius  M.  Gordon,  general  manager  of  the 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  Beaumont,  Tex.; 
S.  L.  Oakley,  district  manager  for  the 
same  company;  Teresa  Tuason,  from  Man- 
ila, P.  I.;  Hortense  Shaw,  secretary  to  F. 
J.  Ludwig,  Paramount  associate  with  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  Minneapolis; 
Mary  Alyce  Watts,  secretary  at  the  Northio 
Theatres  Corp.,  Marion,  Ohio. 

Laurence  Bolognino,  general  operating 
head  for  Consolidated  Amusements,  says 
the  new  theatre  to  replace  the  Geo.  M. 
Cohan  will  probably  be  ready  for  opening 
Christmas  with  a policy  similar  to  that  of 
the  Times,  a second  run  house  playing 
duals  on  8th  Ave.  and  42nd  St.  Bolognino 
is  seeking  a name  for  the  theatre  and 
everyo7ie  is  invited  to  send  in  nommations 
with  a season  pass  as  the  award  for  the 
lucky  person. 

You  Asked  for  It  Department;  The 
home  office  publicity  manager  for  a major 
company  was  no  little  disturbed  over 
stories  emanating  from  the  coast  to  the 
effect  the  staff  was  going  to  be  trimmed. 
His  boss  happened  to  be  on  the  coast  at 
the  time,  so  he  forwarded  a note  inquiring 
if  the  reports  were  true  mentioning  the 
fact  that  the  “boys”  in  the  department 
were  getting  jittery  and  asking  when  the 
boss  planned  to  return  to  the  home  office. 
He  got  a quick  reply:  “You’re  all  fired,  of 
course.  And  I’m  never  coming  home.” 
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British  Trade  Papers  to 
Publish  Alternately 


^HE  real  Hollywood  premiere  spirit  was 

resurrected  w'hen  publicity  men  of 
Stanley-Warner  and  Metro  put  on  a pre- 
view of  “The  Women”  for  a blue-blood 
invited  audience.  Affair  took  place  at 
Station  WCAU,  and  was  combined  with  a 
fashion  show  put  on  by  Hattie  Carnegie. 
A microphone  at  the  door  announced 
Philadelphia’s  fashionables  as  they  ar- 
rived, all  in  formal  clothes,  and  some  spoke 
to  the  gaping  hundreds  that  lined  the 
streets.  Powers  Gouraud  played  emcee. 
Klieg  lights  and  newsreel  cameras  were 
there.  Bows  should  be  taken  by  Ev  Callow 
and  Milt  Young,  S-W,  and  Jimmy  Ash- 
craft, Metro. 

Lester  Stallman’s  Astor,  Reading,  is  up 
to  his  ears  in  work,  arranging  the  new 
season’s  stage  shows  . . . Jack  Mulhall, 
S-W  Wilmhigton  district  manager,  is  a 
captain  in  the  U.  S.  Army  Reserves,  is 
wondering  how  long  before  he’ll  be  called 
to  the  colors  . . . Lewen  Pizor,  UMPTO 
president,  is  the  proud  and  beaming  father 
of  a little  girl  . . . John  Golder.  Hollyivood 
Pictures,  had  60  city  and  state  police  and 
detectives  over  to  a screening  of  the  Jam 
Handy  one-reeler,  “Radio  Blockade,’’  a 
story  of  the  two-way  radio.  He  says  even 
the  cops  got  excited  . . . Walnut  Street 
Theatre  is  reopening  with  Yiddish  stock. 

The  Showmen’s  Club  will  be  holding 
open  house  every  Sunday  night  this  year 
at  the  St.  James  . . . And  the  Variety  Club 
will  set  aside  5 p.  m.  each  day  as  cock- 
tail hour  . . . A1  Herman,  Universal  dis- 
trict manager,  was  in  town  . . . Film 


A Theatre  Reopens — 

A parade,  a band  serenade  and  an 
outdoor  quiz  program  ballyhooed  re- 
opening of  the  S-W  Germantown,  in 
Philadelphia,  under  Manager  Nor- 
man Bailey.  Al  Zimbalist,  Warner 
publicity  man,  was  the  Mr.  Quiz  at 
the  mike.  The  photo  shows  him  ques- 
tioning a girl  from  the  crowd,  while 
Roland  Haynes,  manager  of  another 
S-W  house,  the  Colonial,  looks  on 
(left) . 


delineating  the  value  of  drinking  mUk — 
Moe  Verben,  please  note — will  be  released 
by  Bill  Hee'nan,  Peerless,  through  Clark 
Films  . . . Fourteen  golf  stars — practically 
stars,  anyway — of  the  film  industry  held 
a private  tournament  at  the  Ashbourne 
Country  Club  . . . David  Segal,  Diamond, 
Hazleton,  will  also  take  over  the  Favini, 
Scranton,  October  1 . . . Harry  Cotton, 
Alexander  Films,  in  town  to  establish  the 
new  preview  enterprise  . . . Adolph  Haas, 
Alexander’s  eastern  representative,  also  a 
visitor. 

Joe  Morrow,  Metro’s  upstate  salesman, 
is  in  Mercy  Hospital  recuperating  from  an 
operation  . . . Boss  Bob  Lynch  and  S.  E. 
Applegate,  riding  up  that  way  on  a busi- 
ness tour,  will  drop  in  uhth  flowers  and 
candy  . . . Bill  Gabriel,  Metro  booker,  will 
soon  be  driving  his  family  down  to  Florida, 
then  hop  a boat  to  Cuba.  He  figures  that’s 
safer  than  going  on  the  high  seas  all  the 
way,  what  with  these  wandering  sub- 
marines  and  mislaid  torpedoes  . . . Ted 
Schlanger  and  Lester  Krieger,  Warner, 
went  to  New  York  for  a home  office 
cojifab  . . . Harry  Tarrante,  Aldine,  and 
Maurice  Gable,  Boyd,  are  the  new  co- 
editors of  the  Warner  Club  News. 

The  S-W  Astor  will  soon  be  torn  down 
and  completely  rebuilt  . . . Iz  Barowsky  re- 
opened the  New  Jewel  this  week  . . . Herb 
Given  and  Charles  Donahue,  Grand  Na- 
tional, announce  they’re  still  showing  a 
profit  with  last  season’s  films,  despite  the 
company’s  difficulties  in  providing  new 
product  ...  Sir  Eli  Ginsburg,  Ray  Smith 
and  Murray  Beier,  who  specialize  in  fight 
films,  felt  they  were  let  down  by  pro- 
ducers when  none  made  a record  of  the 
Nova-Galento  fight.  But  the  Louis-Pastor 
bout  may  cheer  them. 

James  Feeley,  Metro’s  news  cameraman, 
had  his  wrist  fractured  while  photograph- 
ing gcwennnent  agents  dynamiting  a boot- 
leg still  in  New  Jersey.  A flying  piece  of 
timber  crashed  against  his  wrist,  almost 
knocked  him  from  the  camera  platform. 
Universal’s  Joe  Krelling  escaped  injury 
. . . Jack  Beresin  announced  first-rate 
progress  on  the  Variety  Club’s  annual 
banquet.  He’s  being  aided  by  Dave  Wesh- 
ner,  vice-chairman;  Ted  Schlanger,  dais 
committee;  Harry  Biben,  entertainment 
committee,  and  E.  M.  Crowitz,  publicity 
committee  . . . “White  Zombie,’’  formerly 
released  by  Jack  Golder,  will  now  be  han- 
dled here  by  Mike  Levinson. 

Stanley  Hathan  is  making  a feature  for 
the  local  Democratic  campaign  . . . Joe 
Conway,  Egyptian,  has  inaugurated  a Fri- 
day night  policy  of  swing  bands,  for  the 
swing-happy  youth  of  the  neighborhood 
. . . Stan  Benford’s  keen  eye  picked  out  a 
girl  who  looked  like  Ginger  Rogers,  put 
her  behind  a baby  carriage,  and  sent  her 
around  town  to  advertise  “Bachelor 
Mother”  at  the  Palace  . . . Several  S-W 
managers  are  slinging  together  a batch  of 
Popeye  cartoons  as  “Popeye  Follies,”  and 
using  them  as  a kiddy  attraction  . . . Jack 
Lexey  went  the  limit  in  exploiting  by  plant- 
ing a papier  mache  grave  in  front  of  the 
theatre  with  the  caption:  “The  guy  who 


(Continued  from  page  39) 
dustry  during  these  strenuous  days.”  Mon- 
day and  Wednesday  are  Cinema  days,  with 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  days  for  The  Daily 
Film  Renter. 

Meanwhile,  Wardour  Street,  London’s 
film  center,  is  virtually  deserted.  Colum- 
bia is  maintaining  a skeleton  staff  in  its 
quarters,  but  the  bulk  of  personnel  has 
set  up  headquarters  at  Wadhurst  Castle, 
Sussex.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  trans- 
ferred to  the  Wembley  Studios,  General 
Film  Distributors,  which  handle  Universal 
here,  to  Sydmonton  Court,  Newbury, 
Berks;  M-G-M  from  Tower  St.  to  Scots- 
bridge  Mill,  Scots  Hill,  Rickmansworth. 
Paramoimt  already  is  at  Pinks,  Shenley, 
Herts.  Radio  has  set  up  a skeleton  staff 
and  all  of  its  records  at  the  Imperial 
Studios,  at  Boreham  Wood.  The  rest  of 
the  staff  is  at  home  awaiting  instructions. 
Warner  will  operate  with  a reduced  staff 
at  the  Teddington  Studios. 


Cinema  Comics  Formed 
To  Operate  in  New  York 

Albany — Cinema  Comics,  Inc.,  has  been 
formed  to  conduct  a motion  picture  and 
theatre  business  in  New  York.  Capital: 
1,000  shares,  no  par  value.  Incorporators 
are  Arthur  Sheinberg,  Edmund  P.  Silver 
and  Herbert  S.  Keller,  1450  Broadway. 
Attorneys:  Weisman,  Celler,  Quinn,  Allan 
& Spett,  1450  Broadway. 


Mediate  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — Federal  mediation  by  William 
F.  White,  federal  labor  conciliator,  has 
been  employed  in  an  effort  to  settle  the 
wage  dispute  by  the  lATSE  Local  143  and 
Fanchon  & Marco,  which  company  oper- 
ates the  Fox  Missouri  and  Ambassador  de- 
luxers  and  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co. 
chain  of  25  neighborhood  houses. 


thought  he  was  quicker  on  the  trigger 
than  Frontier  Marshal.” 

Al  Reh,  Stanley,  worked  up  realistic 
lightning  and  rain  effects  in  a big  lobby 
display  for  “The  Rains  Came.”  He  also  had 
an  endorsement  from  Louis  Bromfield,  au- 
thor of  the  book  . . . Abe  Goldsmith,  Cross- 
Keys,  won  the  affection  of  kids  when  he 
handed  out  miniature  G-men  toy  guns 
. . . Irv  Blumberg,  Oxford,  has  his  own 
quiz  program,  a “Musical  Quiz  Jambo- 
ree,” put  on  by  the  house  band.  Cash 
prizes  are  awarded  to  persons  who  give 
the  right  answers  . . . Matty  Rosenbluth, 
Colney  and  Sol  Getzow,  Ogontz,  are  trying 
out  similar  ideas. 

Ben  Blumberg,  Lane,  is  working  on  a 
“most  popular  boy  and  girl  of  North 
Philadelphia”  contest.  Idea,  tried  else- 
where, has  met  with  a lot  of  interest  . . . 
Station  WCAU  has  applied  for  a television 
license  . . . Paramount  exchange’s  air- 
conditioning  system  picked  the  stuffiest 
day  last  week  to  go  on  the  blink  . . . 
Paramount  bookers  are  looking  forward 
to  a lot  of  extra  work,  now  that  they’ll 
have  to  book  trailers. 
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MPPDA  Considering 
Race  Bill  Action 

Albany — Atop  of  stories  that  New  York 
exhibitors  had  mapped  plans  to  join  in 
the  fight  on  the  pari-mutuel  amendment 
at  the  general  election  in  November  and 
the  known  fact  that  Assemblymen  Denton 
D.  Lake  of  Gloversville  had  suggested  vig- 
orous prosecution  of  such  a policy  at  a 
dinner  held  during  the  Schine  circuit  an- 
nual convention,  comes  the  report  the 
Hays  organization  is  considering  action  or 
a recommendation. 

Carl  Milliken,  once  governor  of  Maine, 
and  now  secretary  of  MPPDA,  is  said  to 
have  discussed  the  subject  with  the  Rev. 
W.  T.  Clemens,  secretary  of  the  New  York 
State  Council  of  Churches,  Protestant. 
The  latter  is  in  charge  of  the  campaign 
upstate.  Its  officers  have  solicited  and 
received  pledges  of  support  from  cham- 
bers of  commerce,  farm  organizations, 
church  federations  and  others.  Frank  E. 
Gannett,  publisher  of  19  papers  in  New 
York  state,  has  promised  his  assistance. 

The  Hays  organization  was  one  of  those 
approached,  through  Milliken.  Milliken,  an 
MPPDA  liaison  man  between  churches, 
civic  associations,  women’s  clubs,  parent 
teachers  association,  etc.,  has  spoken  here 
a number  of  times.  He  is  said  to  have 
told  Reverend  Clemens  that  the  picture 
industry  is  opposed  to  pari-mutuels  and 
he  would  take  up  with  his  superiors  the 
matter  of  cooperation  in  the  campaign. 
Copies  of  propaganda  pamphlets  were 
mailed  to  him  by  the  Council  of  Churches. 

Exhibitors  openly  contend  that  pari- 
mutuels would  hurt  their  business.  How- 
ever, in  the  Albany  territory,  exhibitors 
are  reported  to  be  wary  about  making  a 
pronouncement  or  becoming  active  in  the 
campaign.  Sentiment  in  rural  areas  is  be- 
lieved to  be  overwhelmingly  opposed  to 
“legalized  gambling’’  of  this  kind.  Many 
city  residents  are  said  to  favor  a lifting 
of  the  ban  on  mutuels.  One  reason  ad- 
vanced is  that  it  would  permit  the  state 
to  tap  a new  source  of  revenue. 

Bernard  Giannini  to  Wed 
In  Hollywood  Tuesday 

Los  Angeles — Bernard,  only  child  of 
Dr.  A.  H.  and  Mrs.  Giannini,  marries 
Colleen  Sword  at  St.  Brenden’s  Church 
Tuesday.  A reception  at  the  Town  House 
will  follow. 


Dad  Hurries  Home 
New  York — Dr.  A.  H.  Giannini,  who 
attended  the  Columbia  stockholders’  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday,  came  here  from  Hol- 
lywood for  this  purpose  and  remained 
about  48  hours.  He  now  is  back  on  the 
coast  in  the  swirl  of  a series  of  parties 
for  his  son,  Bernard,  who  will  marry  Col- 
leen Sword  on  Tuesday. 


Sunday  Shows  to  Salem 

Salem — This  town  is  the  latest  in  the 
Albany  territory  to  give  Sunday  shows  an 
okay.  Vivian  Sweet  is  now  showing  them 
at  his  Star  Theatre.  Salem  is  a com- 
munity of  2,000  in  the  center  of  a farm- 
ing area. 


Quaker  City  in  Hollywood — 

Jerome  Myers  (second  from  left),  exhibitor  from  Philadelphia,  and  his  wife 
and  brother  chat  with  Dennis  Morgan  (in  wiiform)  and  Gloria  Dickson  on 
the  “State  Cop”  set  at  the  Warner  studio  in  Burbank. 
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^HE  world  premiere  and  subsequent  show- 
ing of  Metro’s  “Thunder  Afloat”  at 
Loew’s  Capitol  proved  to  be  most  timely 
in  view  of  the  spectacular  submarine  war- 
fare of  the  past  fortnight,  and  attracted 
capacity  audiences.  Although  the  theme 
dealt  with  the  catastrophies  of  the  late 
war,  it  served  as  a vivid  reminder  of  the 
present  crisis  and  was  viewed  from  an  edu- 
cational standpoint  rather  than  one  of 
entertainment  . . . Jerry  Murphy,  20th- 
Fox  salesman,  advises  that  his  brother, 
who  apparently  was  stranded  in  Europe, 
has  returned.  To  do  so  it  was  necessary 
to  travel  to  Sweden  and  take  passage  on 
a Swedish  cattleboat.  The  hustle  and 
bustle  of  night  and  day  traveling  pre- 
vented a change  of  clothing  during  a ten- 
day  period  . . . Sam  Mellitts,  the  call  fire- 
man from  Denton,  visited  the  Row  . . . 
Universal’s  Walter  Davis  is  sporting  a new 
car  . . . L.  E.  Jones  of  Mt.  Airy  was  seen 
along  the  Row,  and  also  Charlie  Kostco 
booker  for  the  Alpine  circuit. 

The  latest  standings  in  the  Exhibitor- 
Sponsored  Testimonial  to  Universal  show 
the  local  branch  a fraction  of  a point  out 
of  first  place  . . . Sam  Tabor,  Universal 
salesman,  has  maintained  his  first  place 
rating  in  the  national  sales  drive.  No  won- 
der he  carries  the  title  of  “Destry  Rides 
Again”  . . . Elmore  Heins,  Roanoke,  is  still 
confined  to  his  home  with  an  infection, 
the  locati07i  of  which  re^nains  to  be  dis- 
covered . . . Emmett  Cashman,  RKO  home 
office  auditor,  has  been  assigned  to  the 
local  office  for  a few  days  ...  A new  mar- 
quee is  being  installed  in  the  Lyric,  Occ- 
quan,  Va.  . . . W.  Sussman,  20th-Fox  divi- 
sion manager;  Edgar  Moss,  district  man- 
ager, and  Morton  Levy,  drive  leader  in  the 
current  S.  R.  Kent  drive,  visited  the  local 
exchange  Thursday  . . . Morris  Zell,  Metro 
checking  supervisor,  was  married  in  Frede- 
ricksburg to  Mollye  E.  Gallun  on  August 
24  according  to  a recent  announcement 
. . . Murray  Greenfield,  Metro  booker,  is 
vacationing  . . . A.  J.  Herman,  Universal 
district  manager,  was  a recent  visitor. 

The  staff  of  the  local  Metro  exchange 
was  highly  elated  over  its  third  place  show- 
ing in  the  recent  efficiency  contest,  which 


awarded  two  week’s  salary  to  the  resident 
manager,  office  manager,  and  bookers, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  staff  received 
one  half  week’s  salary;  in  addition,  a 
drawing  was  held  to  select  a representa- 
tive from  the  clerical  department  and  also 
the  service  department  to  attend  the  San 
Francisco  Fair  with  all  expenses  paid,  the 
fortunate  winners  being  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Wyatt  and  Mrs.  Esther  Blendman.  A new 
house  is  being  built  by  the  Lincoln  Thea- 
tre Corp.  of  Marion,  Va.,  in  Abingdon,  Va., 
according  to  Manager  Spud  Querry. 

Ted  Lohmeyer  of  Warner’s  Avalon  Thea- 
tre, who  recently  married  Alma  C.  Huff- 
man, honored  his  co-managers  as  attend- 
ants at  the  cerernony,  with  Henry  Coo7i  of 
the  Pe7i7i  as  best  7na7i.  Fred  McMillan  of 
the  Silver,  “Buster”  Root  of  the  Tivoli, 
Lawre7ice  S7ioots  of  the  Sherida7i,  as  ush- 
ers. The  reception  was  held  at  the  Willard 
Hotel. 

The  Variety  Club  of  Baltimore  favored 
Eddie  Sherwood,  Ascap  representative, 
with  a testimonial  Wednesday  night  in  ap- 
preciation of  his  efforts  in  securing  talent 
for  various  occasions  during  the  past  year, 
the  added  feature  of  the  guest’s  birthday 
enhanced  the  activities  . . . James  Roberts 
has  opened  his  theatre  in  Keene  Mt.  . . . 
Curt  Smith  of  Grundy,  Va.,  advises  that 
the  New  Theatre  is  now  in  operation  and 
that  the  house  in  Haysi  has  been  opened 
as  well  . . . J.  K.  Snapp  of  the  Virginian, 
St.  Charles,  Va.,  has  returned  from  a visit 
to  his  sick  wife  in  Tennessee  . . . Jim  Goe- 
bel of  the  Goebel  Interests  in  Bristol,  Va., 
reports  business  on  the  upbeat  . . . Colum- 
bia’s Freddie  Sapperstein  visited  with  his 
family  over  the  weekend  . . . C.  N.  Odell  of 
Paramount’s  home  office  journeyed  to  the 
capital  recently  with  a print  of  “Rulers 
of  the  Sea,”  which  was  screened  for  a 
group  of  government  officials  . . . Warner’s 
Earle  Theatre  staff  is  looking  forward  to 
the  world  premiere  of  Columbia’s  “Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington,”  which  is 
scheduled  in  the  next  few  weeks  ...  It  is 
reported  that  a theatre  circuit  is  dicker- 
ing for  a theatre  site  in  Farmville,  Va., 
with  plans  to  build  immediately  . . . Metro’s 
Phil  Bobys  is  planning  to  move  into  his 
new  home  on  September  25. 
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J^ARK  DANIELS,  Jesse  Lasky’s  advance 
talent  scout,  was  in  town  last  Monday 
and  Tuesday  interviewing  local  aspirants 
for  the  leading  roles  in  the  next  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  picture  for  RKO  . . . 
Walter  Shivers  is  putting  on  an  old  fash- 
ioned Movie  Week  at  the  Walker,  using 
the  Bill  Hart  picture,  "Tumbleweeds,”  and 
Rudolph  Valentino  in  “Son  of  the  Sheik” 
. . . Elizabeth  Copeland,  film  editor  of  the 
NeiDS  Leader,  attended  the  press  preview 
of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  in  Washington 
last  week. 

Another  attempt  was  made  to  rob  the 
East  End  Theatre  recently,  but  the  rob- 
bers only  got  a few  nickels  out  of  the  candy 
machine.  They  also  broke  into  Manager 
Pitts’  office  but  nothing  was  missing  . . . 
Floyd  Stawls,  manager  of  the  Carillon,  has 
returned  from  vacationing  in  his  home 
town  of  Norfolk.  While  he  was  away,  Keith 
Caudle  acted  as  manager. 

Lavalia  McCanna  has  been  appointed 
secretary  to  Harold  Wood  at  the  home  of- 
fice of  Neighborhood  Theatres.  Dorothy 
Shrewbridge,  former  secretary,  has  been 
advanced  as  secretary  to  Sam  Bendheim 
jr.,  general  manager.  This  vacancy  was 
created  when  Virginia  Snead  was  married 
last  month. 

Claude  Wilso?i,  who  is  mamtenance  engi- 
neer of  the  Byrd,  spent  several  days  at 
Buckroe  Beach  as  guest  of  his  old  friend, 
Joe  West  ..  . Prospero  Arcaro,  manager 
of  the  Star  Theatre  in  Fulton,  will  vaca- 
tion hi  New  York  during  the  World’s  Series 
and  also  visit  the  Fair  . . . Jack  Tyree,  who 
was  a member  of  Loew’s  service  staff  dur- 
ing the  summer,  has  returned  to  school 
. . . Charles  Chapman  is  the  new  usher  at 
the  Carillon,  and  Lucy  Cogbill  is  the  new 
cashier  . . . Frank  Tyler  is  a new  addition 
to  the  Byrd  service  staff,  succeeding  Wil- 
liam Booker,  who  entered  the  V . P.  I.  Ex- 
tension School. 

William  Wickham  has  joined  the  staff 
at  the  Brookland  Theatre,  succeeding  Billy 
Pearsall,  who  resigned  to  enter  the  V.  P.  I. 
Extension  . . . L.  W.  Bryan  is  the  new 
projectionist  at  the  Lee  . . . The  Virginia 
State  Fair  is  on  this  week  and  as  usual  is 
putting  a big  dent  in  the  boxoffice  re- 
ceipts of  all  theatres. 

Albert  Grover,  salesman  for  RKO  Radio, 
passed  through  town  last  week  . . . Charlie 
Hulbert,  who  manages  the  Lee,  caught  up 
on  all  the  new  pictures  last  week  while  on 
vacation. 

The  stage  hands  and  operators  had  one 
of  their  well-known  crab  feasts  at  Connell 
and  Miller’s  last  Saturday  night  . . . Tom 
Pitts,  manager  of  the  East  End  and  Pat- 
rick Henry  theatres  for  the  Pitts’  circuit, 
is  planning  on  putting  the  Patrick  Henry 
back  on  a full  week  basis,  after  running 
only  Friday  and  Saturday  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 

John  Doherty,  projectionist  at  Wilmer 
and  Vincent’s  Colonial,  with  his  wife,  is 
visiting  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  this 
week  . . . Robert  Amos  now  is  ushering  at 
the  Lee,  replacing  Albert  Budman,  who 
moved  to  Washington  . . . Wade  Pearson, 


northern  district  manager  for  Neighbor- 
hood Theatres,  was  a visitor  ...  A.  Frank 
O’Brien,  city  manager  of  the  Wilmer  and 
Vincent  theatres,  visited  New  York  . . . 
Elmer  Humphrey  and  Glinden  Duckworth 
are  recent  additions  to  the  National  Thea- 
tre service  staff  . . . Nellie  Andrews  has 
resigned  as  relief  cashier  of  the  Palace  and 
Bluebird  in  Petersburg  and  is  succeeded  by 
Mrs.  Bowman. 


Ends  Summer  Closedown 

Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. — Lou  Fisher  has 
reopened  the  Bradley  Opera  House  here, 
after  a summer  closedown.  He  is  operat- 
ing six  nights  a week. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


BRIVELE  DER  MAMEN,  A (Sphinx  Films)— A 
dramatically  touching  story  oi  the  gradual 
disintegration  of  a simple  Jewish  family  of 
what  once  was  Poland.  The  chain  of  events 
is  shown  in  relationship  to  the  mother. 
Greenfilm  of  Warsaw  produced. 

DANCING  CO-ED  (M-G-M)— Belated  entry  in 
the  jitterbug  cycle,  handicapped  by  a 
sophomoric  plot,  this  will  be  dependent 
upon  a few  hilarious  situations.  Artie  Shaw 
and  his  clarinet  are  literally  dragged  into 
the  story  to  attract  the  customers,  among 
whom  the  adolescents  will  predominate. 
Lana  Turner  has  top  billing,  but  in  a part 
unworthy  of  her  talents  displayed  in  pre- 
vious appearances.  Edgar  Selwyn  pro- 
duced; S.  Sylvan  Simon  directed. 

ESPIONAGE  AGENT  (WB)— Highly  melodra- 
matic story  oi  America's  counter-espionage 
system,  impressively  produced  and  inter- 
estingly informative.  Its  greatest  asset, 
timeliness,  is  largely  discounted  through  a 
jerky  screenplay  and  heavy-handed  direc- 
tion. Joel  McCrea's  ability  is  wasted  in  the 
lead  and  the  supporting  cast  struggles  with 
him  to  overcome  the  hurdles  in  its  path. 
Lou  Edelman  produced;  Lloyd  Bacon  di- 
rected. 

HERE  I AM  A STRANGER  (20th-Fox)— A well- 
mounted,  strongly  dramatic  story  of  a 
father-son  relationship  laid  against  a col- 
legiate background  which  measures  up  as 
substantial  entertainment  certain  to  please 
on  all  counts.  Richard  Dix  is  outstanding  in 
a wisely-selected  thespic  lineup.  Harry  Joe 
Brown  associate  producer;  Roy  Del  Ruth 
directed. 

RIO  (Univ) — Grim  and  largely  pointless  melo- 
drama, this  has  a South  American  penal 
colony  for  its  locale  and  incorporates  such 
a quantity  of  dramatic  cliches  that  the  im- 
peccable Basil  Rathbone  and  a first-class 
supporting  cast  cannot  cope  with  it. 
Patronage  will  probably  be  derived  from 
the  male  trade  which  likes  action  in  raw 
chunks.  John  Brahm  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


£DDIE  PEROTKA  invited  Variety  Club 
members  to  the  first  big  party  of  the 
fall  season,  where  a big  time  was  had  by 
all  celebrating  Eddie  Sherwood’s  birthday 
. . . Ruth  Green  Little  is  in  Chicago  visit- 
ing relatives  . . . George  Wheeler  now  is  a 
salesman  for  Columbia  in  Pittsburgh  . . . 
Joe  Fields,  Rivoli,  has  bought  a large  es- 
tate at  Lochern,  Md. 

An  11  o’clock  preview  at  the  Broadway 
of  M.  J.  Kniejski’s  timely  picture,  “Poland 
in  Arms,”  turned  out  a capacity  crowd; 
members  of  the  state  senate,  city  council- 
men  and  members  of  the  newly  formed  as- 
sembly club  were  invited  . . . Al  Zalis, 
Globe  Poster’s  roving  salesman,  is  back  in 
town  after  touring  New  England  . . . Eddie 
Wheeler  and  wife  are  off  to  the  New  York 
Fair  . . . Al  Vogelstein  and  mother  are  at 
the  World’s  Fair  and  then  plan  to  go  to 
Atlantic  City. 

Martin  Dixon,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Century,  vacationed  over  the  weekend  . . . 
Report  that  Joe  Schlee,  Northway,  is  to 
manage  the  new  Durkee  Senate  which  is  to 
open  soon  . . . Publicity  stunt  of  the  week 
was  pulled  by  William  K.  Saxon,  Loew’s 
Century,  in  conjunction  with  “Winter 
Carnival.”  He  placarded  a large  bus  with 
signs  saying  “ride  a greyhound  this 
winter  to  the  winter  land  of  sports  and 
don’t  miss  ‘Winter  Carnival’  now  at  Loew’s 
Century.” 

Morton  E.  Baker,  manager  of  the  Time 
Newsreel  Theatre,  announced  that  thea- 
tre officials  have  buried  a stainless  steel 
time  rocket  in  front  of  the  theatre.  Open- 
ing has  been  set  for  October  1 on  the  50th 
anniversary  of  motion  pictures  . . . James 
Elliott,  manager  Lord  Calvert,  lost  his 
grandmother  recently  ...  A banquet  was 
given  at  the  Broadway  for  its  softball 
team,  winner  of  the  theatre  league.  A 
trophy  was  presented  by  Howard  E.  J. 
Harding,  chief  censor  inspector  of  Mary- 
land. 

Motion  picture  interests  may  not  have 
succeeded  in  stopping  the  Midget  auto 
races  at  the  stadium  but  after  Mayor 
Jackson  had  received  innumerable  com- 
plaints from  residents  about  the  noise 
made  he  summoned  the  park  board  to  con- 
sider the  future  policy  of  the  stadiiun  . . . 
Seen  roving  along  Broadway  last  week: 
George  Jacobs  Goldfield,  Harry  Vogelstein, 
Balto  Poster;  Morris  Oletsky,  Republic 
salesman  and  Lou  Youckelle,  Capitol 
Printing  Co. 

A daring  holdup  was  staged  at  the  Cen- 
ter Theatre  last  week  at  8 o’clock  at  night 
when  a lone  youth  slugged  Manager  John 
Anderson  and  escaped  with  about  $150. 
Anderson  nursed  a lacerated  right  hand. 


Back  on  Full  Time 

WiLLiAMsTowN,  Mass. — The  Walden 
Theatre  is  back  on  full  time.  It  was  open 
Fi'iday  and  Saturday  during  warm  weath- 
er. Cal  King  conducts  the  house,  lo- 
cated at  the  seat  of  Williams  College. 
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Studio  Visitors  From  the  East — 


Martin  Hirsch,  a Philadelphia  exhibitor,  and  his  two  sisters  are  entertained 
by  Jane  Wyman,  second  from  right,  amid  the  slot  machine  atmosphere  of  the 
“Gambling  on  the  High  Seas”  set  at  the  Warner  studio. 


Conflicting  Reports 
On  Effect  of  War 

Albany — Conflicting  reports  as  to  effect 
of  the  war  and  the  discount  rate  against 
Canadian  currency,  on  the  20  or  more 
theatres  near  the  New  York  state  side  of 
the  Canadian  border,  trickle  into  Film- 
row.  Some  stories  are  that  the  boxoffice 
has  felt  it  in  places  (Watertown  is  one 
mentioned) . Others,  that  the  dip  in  grosses 
has  not  been  marked,  at  least  not  enough 
to  cause  widespread  complaining.  Smaller 
theatres  and  exhibitors  probably  would  be 
hardest  hit,  because  they  operate  on  a 
narrow  margin  of  profit.  Even  a differ- 
ence of  several  dollars  a day,  due  to  fall- 
ing off  of  Canadian  patronage  and  to 
losses  on  exchange,  would  be  important 
to  them. 

Filmrow  reports  have  been  contradic- 
tory, not  only  on  the  general  effect  of  the 
situation,  but  on  the  policy  followed  by 
exhibitors  with  respect  to  accepting  Ca- 
nadian money.  Since  the  exchange  rate 
has  increased — it  was  quoted  at  11  per 
cent  by  Albany  banks  in  mid-week — some 
houses,  at  least,  are  said  to  have  aban- 
doned the  policy  of  taking  Canadian  cur- 
rency at  face  value.  One  hears  certain 
theatres  will  accept  silver,  but  not  paper, 
money  at  par,  although  banks  here  say 
discount  is  the  same  on  both.  Another 
story  is  that  theatres  do  not  discount 
small  silver  coins,  or  tack  a “charge”  on 
lower  bracket  admissions.  However,  the 
accuracy  of  this  is  challenged  by  a few 
observers.  They  point  out  the  percentage 
loss  to  the  exhibitor  would  be  just  as  large 
on  a 15  cent  as  a 30  cent  admission. 

It  is  stated  some  houses  discourage  the 
use  of  Canadian  money,  preferring  that 
customers  lay  on  the  line  in  American 
currency.  Also  heard  is  the  report  some 
exhibitors  accept  Canadian  money  and 
sell  it,  possibly  at  six  per  cent  discount, 
to  “money  men”  in  their  localities.  The 
money  men  hold  on  until  they  can  make 
a profit  when  Canadian  currency  goes  up. 

It  is  generally  said  fewer  Canadians 
are  crossing  the  border,  because  their 
money  will  buy  less  in  the  States.  Also 
that  the  exchange  thing  is  a headache  to 
theatre  operators.  The  rate  of  exchange 
fluctuates  not  only  from  day  to  day  but 
hour  to  hour — it  went  up  one  per  cent 
within  60  minutes  on  a recent  day. 

Settle  Lyken  Valley  Labor 
Dispute;  Picket  Cinemart 

Philadelphia — Labor  relations  in  the 
film  industry  here  had  one  boost  and  one 
setback  in  a week. 

Local  UMPTO  officers — Lewen  Pizor, 
president,  and  George  Aarons,  secretary, 
and  H.  A.  Snyder  of  Tremont,  Pa.,  rep- 
resenting UMPTO ’s  Lyken ’s  Valley  group, 
conferred  with  officers  of  operators’  union. 
Local  307.  They  announced  settlement  of 
a dispute  that  has  been  bothering  seven 
or  eight  theatres  in  Lyken  Valley  for  the 
last  four  months. 

At  the  same  time,  the  union  threw  a 
picket  line  around  the  Cinemart  Theatre 
(formerly  the  Poplar) , charging  employ- 
ment of  non-union  help. 


Suit  Bars  Expansion 
For  Fox  Midwest 

New  York — E.  C.  Rhoden,  operating 
head  of  Pox  Midwest,  states  there  are 
no  expansion  plans  under  way  for  his 
circuit  because  of  the  government  suit. 
Here  for  a few  days  with  Lon  T.  Cox, 
chief  film  buyer  and  booker,  Rhoden  left 
for  Kansas  City  Thursday  with  his  aide 
after  washing  up  several  details  on  new 
product  buys. 

Rick  Ricketson,  head  man  in  Pox  In- 
termountain, returned  to  Denver  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  week  after  spending  10 
days  in  town  on  numerous  routine  matters. 

Eastern  Attorneys  W'est 
For  FWC  Case  Duty 

Los  Angeles — Richard  Everett  Dwight  of 
Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel  & Caskey,  eastern 
attorneys  for  National  Theatres  and  20th- 
Fox,  is  here  from  New  York  with  Fred 
Pride  and  another  legal  assistant  in  con- 
nection with  the  “Big  Stick’s”  alleged  vio- 
lation by  FWC  of  a 1930  consent  decree. 
Dwight  and  his  aides  are  working  with 
Charles  A.  Buckley,  local  counsel  for  FWC, 
and  will  remain  here  for  about  a month. 

Larry  Kent,  chief  booker  for  FWC,  is 
due  to  leave  New  York  the  end  of  the 
month  or  the  first  week  in  October. 


UA  Turns  to  Some 
Questioning 

New  York — In  an  unexpected  move, 
UA,  Friday,  used  the  government's 
interrogatory  approach  in  the  anti-trust 
suits  against  the  majors,  by  filing  38 
questions  seeking  to  learn  from  the 
Department  of  Justice  complete  data 
on  each  theatre  and  individual  against 
whom  the  government  charges  UA 
sought  to  conspire.  Observers  see  in 
this  approach  a method  of  learning 
who  the  government  witnesses  are  and 
thereby  permitting  UA  to  prepare  its 
defense. 


A Design  for  Probing 
In  Coast  Subpoenas 

Hollywood — Exposition  of  alleged  labor 
racketeering,  possible  income  tax  evasions 
and  various  corporate  affairs  is  the  de- 
sign of  Charles  H.  Carr,  assistant  U.  S. 
attorney  general  in  issuing  subpoenas  for 
William  Goetz,  assistant  to  Darryl  Zanuck 
and  William  Dover,  until  recently  an 
executive  at  20th  Century-Fox. 

Immediately  following  empanelment  of 
a federal  grand  jury  before  Federal  Judge 
William  P.  James,  it  was  said  Goetz  and 
Dover  were  to  appear  for  questioning 
momentarily.  Carr  indicated  he  expects 
Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy  to  come 
here  from  Washington  September  25  to 
lend  his  weight  to  the  investigation,  at 
which  time  Carr  tacitly  admitted  that 
William  Bioff  (ex-IATSE  power),  Zanuck, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  other  industry 
figures  would  be  subpoenaed. 

The  assistant  attorney  general  refused 
to  divulge  upon  what  subjects  or  along 
what  lines  the  examinations  of  these  exec- 
utives were  to  be  based.  'Tlie  grand  jury 
is  in  session  under  U.  S.  Attorney  Ben- 
jamin Harrison,  with  A.  M.  Buley,  oil 
operator,  as  foreman. 

English  Transport  Returns 
To  Partly  Normal  Basis 

New  York — Shipments  and  mailing  to 
and  from  England  have  returned  to  a 
partially  normal  basis  as  far  as  Joseph  H. 
Seidelman,  in  charge  of  Universal  foreign 
affairs,  is  concerned.  Mail  is  reaching  the 
home  office  in  nine  days  and  film  ship- 
ments are  slightly  delayed,  but  otherwise 
the  usual  routine  is  being  maintained. 


Composers  Organize 

Albany — American  Composers  Alliance, 
Inc.,  has  been  formed  as  a mem’eership 
corporation.  Greenbaum,  Wolff  & Ernst, 
285  Madison  Ave.,  acted  as  attorneys  in 
the  proceedings.  On  the  same  day,  a cer- 
tificate of  dissolution  of  American  Com- 
posers, Inc.,  a Delaware  corporation,  was 
filed  here. 
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Newspaper  Screen  Critics 
Hold  Executive  Meet 

Chicago — A meeting  of  the  executive 
group  of  the  Newspaper  Screen  Critics 
Ass’n  of  America  was  held  here  during 
the  press  premiere  of  RKO’s  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell.” 

Completion  of  the  organization’s  con- 
stitution was  practically  set.  Its  principal 
points  include: 

To  increase  the  importance  of  the  screen 
writers  and  drama  critics’  positions. 

To  increase  the  amount  of  lineage  given 
to  pictures. 

To  alienate  the  theatrical  page  from  the 
advertising  department  on  newspapers. 

To  work  in  closer  harmony  and  co- 
operation with  the  studios. 

To  exclude  “hack  writers.” 

It  was  made  clear  again  by  those  in 
attendance  that  the  organization  is  not  a 
guild.  Thus  far,  there  has  been  better 
than  90  per  cent  acceptance  of  member- 
ship by  those  solicited  by  the  association. 

The  executive  body  included  Merle  Pot- 
ter, Minneapolis  Tribune;  Keith  Wilson, 
Omaha  World  Herald;  Harry  Martin, 
Memphis  Commercial- Avveal.  and  Buck 
Herzog,  Milwaukee  Sentmel. 


Two  Quaker  City  Unions 
Join  "Citizen"  Protest 

Philadelphia — Two  local  unions  joined 
the  parade  of  protesters  against  the  Para- 
mount picture  “Our  Leading  Citizen.”  The 
United  Office  and  Professional  Workers 
Union  and  its  affiliate,  the  Insurance 
Guild,  CIO,  passed  resolutions  instruct- 
ing members  to  boycott  the  picture  as 
anti-union.  They  wrote  to  the  Stanley- 
Warner  circuit,  urging  it  not  to  run  the 
film. 


"Citizen"  Escapes  Sniping 
In  a Strong  Labor  Town 

Troy,  N.  Y, — “Our  Leading  Citizen,” 
protested  in  several  key  cities  on  grounds 
of  alleged  unfairness  to  organized  labor, 
escaped  sniping  in  this  strong  working- 
man town  during  an  engagement  at  War- 
ner’s Lincoln. 

Troy  was  the  only  town  in  the  Albany 
exchange  area  to  react  publicly  against 
“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  when  a dele- 
gation of  Trojans  requested  Warner’s 
Troy  to  withdraw  the  picture  because  it 
was  “Communistic  propaganda.”  The  re- 
quest was  denied. 

Warner  Houses  in  Western 
Zone  Resume  Schedules 

Albany — Warner  theatres  in  the  west- 
ern zone  are  back  on  regular  schedule. 
Winter  Garden,  Jamestown,  and  State, 
Glean,  reopened  after  summer  shuttering. 
Majestic  and  Strand,  Hornell,  returned  to 
full  time  operation.  No  Warner  houses 
were  darkened  in  the  Albany-'Ti’oy-Utica 
district,  supervised  by  Charles  A,  Smak- 
witz. 


One  Still  Dark 

Albany — The  Hippodrome,  Little  Falls, 
is  the  one  Schine  house  which  shuttered 
this  summer  and  has  not  yet  reopened. 


Canadian  Imporls  Are 
Under  Reslriciions 

Ottawa — With  the  appointment  of  the 
Foreign  Exchange  Control  Board  by  Hon. 
J.  L.  Ralston,  minister  of  finance  in  the 
Canadian  government,  important  rulings 
have  been  made  in  the  regulation  of  im- 
port trade  transactions  and  the  flow  of 
money  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States  and  other  countries  for  the  period 
of  the  war.  The  measures  affect  the  film 
trade. 

A license  system  has  been  invoked  for 
control  of  cash  payments  to  individuals 
or  firms  in  foreign  countries  and  for  the 
export  and  import  of  goods  and  securities, 
while  it  affects  travelers  coming  into 
Canada  who  bring  more  than  $100  in 
cash  with  them,  a permit  being  required 
for  a larger  amount.  Provision  is  made 
for  the  establishment  of  authorized  agents 
for  the  issue  of  licen,ses  or  permits,  these 
being  chartered  banks  or  postmasters. 

While  there  will  be  no  prohibition  of 
imports,  according  to  the  Order-in-Council, 
the  licensing  provisions  insure  that  for- 
eign exchange  requirements  are  based  on 
normal  commercial  transactions,  it  is 
pointed  out,  the  foreign  exchange  control 
being  essential  to  Canada’s  war  activities. 
Reading  between  the  lines,  probably  what 
is  meant  is  that  large  sums  cannot  be 
sent  out  of  the  country  for  the  obvious 
purpose  of  safekeeping. 

Licenses  for  export  of  currency,  securi- 
ties and  foreign  exchange  must  be  obtain- 
ed from  authorized  agents  while  licenses 
must  be  obtained  for  the  import  or  export 
of  goods  and  these  include  films,  advertis- 
ing accessories  and  theatre  equipment  or 
supplies. 

Articles  to  be  mailed  outside  of  Canada 
are  to  be  submitted  for  examination  at  a 
postoffice,  otherwise  they  are  subject  to 
seizure. 

For  ordinary  transactions,  a person  or 
firm  may  purchase  foreign  exchange  not 
exceeding  $100  in  any  month  through  an 
authorized  agent  without  using  the  permit 
required  for  larger  amounts. 

Imports  of  goods  not  exceeding  $100  in 
one  month  are  permitted  without  license. 

Non-residents  may  bring  their  auto- 
mobiles into  the  Dominion  without  special 
license  requirements  but  a permit  is  nec- 
essary if  they  take  goods  or  money  in 
excess  of  $100  out  of  the  dominion. 

Shareholders  of  companies  whose  head 
offices  are  in  another  country  who  own 
stock  in  excess  of  $1,000  are  required  to 
file  a declaration  with  the  board.  This 
also  applies  to  securities  not  exclusively 
payable  in  Canadian  dollars. 

Permits  are  to  be  issued  for  salaries, 
commissions  and  royalties  received  from  a 
foreign  country. 


Exchangelady  in  Albany 

Albany — Eleanor  Paradies,  owner  of  the 
Hollywood  exchange,  Buffalo,  stopped  here 
briefly  en  route  to  New  York.  She  is  said 
to  be  the  only  woman  exchange  operator 
in  upstate  New  York  and  one  of  the  few 
in  the  entire  country. 


Round  Out  Washington 
Variety  Dance  Plans 

Washington — ^Plans  are  being  rounded 
out  here  under  the  general  chairmanship 
of  Hardie  Meakin,  manager  of  RKO 
Keith’s  Theatre,  for  the  Variety  Club’s 
annual  dinner  and  dance.  Meakin  was 
named  head  of  the  arrangements  by  Abe 
Lichtman,  chief  barker. 

Others  named  to  assist  Meakin  are: 

Sam  Galanty,  vice  chairman;  Ticket  committee: 
Sam  Wheeler,  chairman,  and  Archie  Engel,  Nat 
B.  Browne. 

Entertainment:  Carter  Barron,  chairman;  Guy 
Wonders,  Harry  Lohrneyer,  Harry  Anger,  Gene 
Ford,  Clark  Davis,  Phil  Hayden. 

Reception:  Sam  Flax,  chairman;  Vincent 

Dougherty,  George  Crouch,  Eddie  Plohn,  Kemp 
Mohler,  Dave  Birnet,  Jerry  Price,  Jake  Flax, 
Fred  Rohrs,  Bernie  Kreisler  and  J.  Simon. 

Publicity:  Kay  Bell,  chairman;  Andrew  R.  Kel- 
ley, Nelson  B.  Bell,  Jay  Carmody,  Bill  Dolph, 
Gordon  Hittenmark  and  Art  Brown. 

Printing;  Archie  Engel,  chairman;  Nat  Glasser 
and  Bill  Hoyle. 

Program:  Sidney  Dust,  seating;  Harry  Brown, 
chairman,  and  Rudolph  Berger. 

Decorations:  Harry  Sommervllle,  chairman; 

Chas.  Schulman,  H.  Sauber  and  Fred  Kogod. 

Hotel  Reservations:  Harry  Lohrneyer,  chairman; 
Joe  Kaliski,  Carroll  Dikeman,  K.  Mohler. 

Dinner:  A.  Julian  Brylakswi,  chairman;  Tom 
O’Donnell  and  Harry  Sommerville. 

Finance  and  Budget:  Rudolph  Berger,  chairman; 
Sam  Flax,  Angle  Ratto,  Sam  Galanty. 

Talent  Hosts:  Eddie  Fontaine,  chairman;  Eddie 
Melniker,  Allan  Bachrach,  James  B.  Fitzgerald 
and  Alvin  Newmeyer. 

Out  of  Town  Contracts:  Rudolph  Berger,  chair- 
man; Harry  Bachman,  Carlton  Duffus  and  Bob 
Folliard. 

Special  Talent:  Harry  Sommerville  and  A.  Mann 
and  distinguished  guest  committee  of  John  J. 
Payette,  A.  Julian  Brylawski  and  A.  E.  Licht- 
man. 


Advocates  Dissolution  of 
New  York  Censor  Board 

New  York — Dissolution  of  the  New  York 
censor  board  and  abolition  of  all  forms 
of  “political  censorship”  pertaining  to 
films,  is  advocated  by  Dr.  Russell  Pot- 
ter, director  of  the  division  of  motion  pic- 
ture study  at  Columbia  University,  in  his 
annual  report. 

Said  Dr.  Potter:  “The  division  opposes 
political  control  of  motion  pictures  on  the 
ground  it  is  un-American,  inevitably  and 
wholly  stupid  in  its  administration  and 
an  unfair  hidden  tax  on  the  producer,  the 
exhibitor  and  the  public.” 


Metro  French  Executive 
Recuperates  on  Coast 

Hollywood — Louis  Chatain,  M-G-M  ex- 
ecutive in  France,  is  out  of  a local  hospital 
and  resting  at  home  following  a relapse 
recently.  Chatain  suffered  a heart  at- 
tack while  flying  from  New  York  to  be  the 
guest  at  Cary  Grant’s  home.  Arthur  M. 
Loew,  head  of  the  M-G-M  foreign  depart- 
ment, has  made  two  quick  trips  here  to 
visit  Chatain,  who  now  appears  well  on 
the  road  to  recovery. 


Paramount  Again  Takes 
Title  in  Film  League 

New  York — Paramoimt  again  takes  the 
championship  in  the  film  league.  The  de- 
ciding game  with  Consolidated  Film  Lab- 
oratories ended  in  a six  to  five  score.  In 
the  semi-finals.  Consolidated  bested  Loew’s 
by  eight  to  five  and  Paramount  took  Co- 
lumbia by  a tally  of  four  to  nothing. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollyvxfod  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


lA  TSE  Official  Studio  Group 
By  Majority  Near  2,500 


Hollywood’s  last  remaining  major  labor 
dispute,  the  question  of  jurisdiction  over 
some  12,000  studio  workers,  was  settled 
when  an  official  tabulation  revealed  that 
workers  enrolled  under  the  banners  of  the 
lATSE  and  the  United  Studio  Technicians 
Guild  who  trooped  8,000  strong  to  the 
polls  in  a special  national  labor  relations 
board  election  had  chosen  the  lATSE  as 
their  collective  bargaining  agency  by  a 
majority  of  nearly  2,500. 

Balloters  were  spurred  by  the  pledge  of 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  president  of  the  pro- 
ducers association,  that  he  would  imme- 
diately open  bargaining  negotiations  with 
the  winning  faction.  Pressure  by  the  USTG 
had  earlier  caused  Schenck  and  the  lA 
to  halt  negotiations  for  a new  set  of  wage 
scales  and  working  conditions  for  the 
various  lA  locals  involved  in  the  election. 
Schenck  and  his  producer  committee  had 

A Design  for  Probing 
In  Coast  Subpoenas 

Exposition  of  alleged  labor  racketeering, 
possible  income  tax  evasions  and  various 
corporate  affairs  is  the  design  of  Charles 
H.  Carr,  assistant  U.  S.  attorney  general  in 
issuing  subpoenas  for  William  Goetz,  as- 
sistant to  Darryl  Zanuck  and  William 
Dover,  until  recently  an  executive  at  20th 
Century-Fox. 

Immediately  following  empanelment  of 
a federal  grand  jury  before  Federal  Judge 
William  P.  James,  it  was  said  Goetz  and 
Dover  were  to  appear  for  questioning 
momentarily.  Carr  indicated  he  expects 
Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy  to  come 
here  from  Washington,  September  25  to 
lend  his  weight  to  the  investigation,  at 
which  time  Carr  tacitly  admitted  that  Wil- 
liam Bioff  (ex-IATSE  power) , Zanuck, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  other  industry 
figures  would  be  subpoenaed. 

The  assistant  attorney  general  refused 
to  divulge  upon  what  subjects  or  along 
what  lines  the  examinations  of  these  ex- 
ecutives were  to  be  based.  The  grand  jury 
is  in  session  under  U.  S.  Attorney  Benja- 
min Harrison,  with  A.  M.  Buley,  oil  opera- 
tor, as  foreman. 


held  one  brief  meeting  with  William  Bioff, 
who  was  conducting  negotiations  for  the 
lA,  at  which  the  decision  was  reached  to 
postpone  the  session  until  after  election. 

The  polls  were  open  18  hours  and  voters 
were  given  three  alternatives — choice  of 
representation  by  the  I A,  the  USTG  or  a 
ballot  against  both  organizations.  Those 
participating  included  cameramen,  lamp 
operators,  props,  gaffers,  laborers,  sound 
technicians,  lab  workers,  projectionists, 
electricians  and  machinists. 

The  lA  was  supported  in  a “solid  front’’ 
campaign  by  other  AFL  affiliates,  includ- 
ing the  musicians,  carpenters,  plasterers, 
and  the  Screen  Actors  Guild.  The  studio 
painters,  also  operating  under  an  AFL 
charter,  had  thrown  its  weight  in  favor  of 
the  USTG,  indicating  they  would  affiliate 
with  the  latter  should  it  be  victorious. 

Meantime  the  SAG  is  speeding  prepara- 

Urge  "All-America  Games" 
As  Olympic  Alternate 

Substitution  of  an  “All-America  Games” 
for  the  1940  Olympics  should  Fin- 
land, where  the  latter  are  scheduled  to  be 
held,  decide  to  cancel  them  because  of  the 
European  War,  has  been  suggested  to  the 
National  Amateur  Athletic  Union  by  a 
group  of  Hollywood  notables  headed  by 
Walter  Wanger,  Tay  Garnett  and  Pat 
O’Brien.  The  move  was  launched  by 
O’Brien  in  a telegram  to  Daniel  Ferris, 
NAAU  official,  pointing  out  the  value — 
in  the  interests  of  peace  and  goodwill — of 
a major  sports  program  among  the  coun- 
tries of  the  western  hemisphere. 

Lined  up  in  support  of  the  move  are 
Edward  Arnold,  Broderick  Crawford,  Bing 
Crosby  and  Jean  Hersholt. 


Gross  East  on  Plans 
For  New  Film  Firm 

Announcing  plans  for  a new  indepen- 
dent production  company,  Edward  Gross, 
formerly  connected  with  Sol  Lesser  and 
David  L.  Loew  as  a production  associate, 
has  gone  to  New  York  to  confer  on  mone- 
tary details  with  Jules  Goldstein,  eastern 
financier,  who  is  backing  Gross  in  the 
venture. 


tions  for  its  annual  election  of  officers  and 
directors.  New  pilots  for  the  acting  union 
will  be  selected  at  a special  meeting 
October  1.  The  SAG’s  standing  commit- 
tee has  mailed  out  a new  questionnaire  to 
all  Class  B members  by  which  it  hopes  to 
complete  a general  survey  of  the  situation 
confronting  extras,  including  their  aver- 
age cost  of  living,  average  wages  and  other 
information.  Findings  will  be  incorpo- 
rated into  a thesis  recommending  a solu- 
tion of  the  extras’  and  bit  players’  prob- 
lems. 

The  SAG  will  participate  in  the  annual 
convention  of  the  California  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  at  Oakland,  September  25, 
with  President  Ralph  Morgan  heading  a 
list  of  delegates  including  Edward  Arnold, 
Walter  Abel,  Noel  Madison,  Larry  Steers 
and  Pat  Somerset. 

Artists  Managers  Guild  has  called  a 
meeting  of  its  negotiating  committee  to 
study  the  licensing  agreement  drafted  by 
the  Screen  Actors  Guild.  If  approved  by 
that  body,  the  contract  will  be  submitted 
to  the  AMG’s  general  membership.  It  al- 
ready has  been  smiled  upon  by  the  SAG 
directorate.  The  plan  provides  for  a five- 
year  agreement  under  which  agents  will 
be  franchised  by  the  SAG,  and  without 
which  franchise  they  will  not  be  permitted 
to  represent  actors  in  studio  dealings. 

Aubrey  Blair  has  resigned  his  post  as  an 
SAG  executive  to  join  the  American  Guild 
of  Variety  Artists  as  Pacific  Coast  organ- 
izer. The  AGVA  is  the  organization  created 
by  the  Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America  to  replace  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Actors,  charter  of  which  was  re- 
voked some  time  ago. 

Other  labor  developments: 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Film  Editors  has  re- 
jected requests  by  various  independent 
producers  that  the  established  wage  scales 
be  reduced  in  certain  instances.  The  or- 
ganization is  preparing  to  open  negotia- 
tions with  Walt  Disney  on  a working 
agreement  for  members  of  that  craft 
working  at  the  cartoon  plant. 

Screen  Cartoon  Guild  has  called  a mass 
meeting  for  October  2 to  vote  on  a pro- 
posal that  the  group  affiliate  with  a na- 
tional labor  organization.  Its  executive 
board  has  approved  plans  to  apply  for  a 
charter  in  the  international  studio  paint- 
ers local.  The  SCG  membership  com- 
prises some  350,  workers  at  the  Leon 
Schlesinger,  Walter  Lantz,  Charles  Katz 
and  M-G-M  cartoon  plants. 

Negotiations  by  the  Screen  Readers 
Guild  for  a producer  bargaining  agreement 
still  are  snagged  over  certain  clauses  in 
the  suggested  contract. 
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Production  Maintains  Upward 
Climb;  39  in  Mill,  10  Wait 


For  the  second  successive  week,  develop- 
ments abroad  to  the  contrary,  production 
has  spurted  upward,  and  now  stands  at  39 
in  work  with  ten  others  on  the  line  for 
immediate  starts. 

Columbia  gunned  “His  Girl  Friday”  to 
bring  its  total  up  to  five.  Metro  signaled 
starts  on  “A  Call  on  the  President”  and 
“Dr.  Kildare’s  Secret,”  but  finished  “Re- 
member” and  “Balalaika”  to  hold  its  pro- 
duction pace  to  five.  “Heroes  in  Blue”  went 
into  work  at  Monogram,  which  is  filming 
two. 

Paramoimt  started  “Gun  Chores”  and 
wound  up  production  of  “Emergency 
Squad,”  totaling  six  in  work.  RKO  Radio 

Knives  of  Economy 
Continue  to  Cut 

Although  the  large-scale  employment 
purges  which  hit  many  of  the  major  plants 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war 
have  apparently  subsided,  at  least  tempor- 
arily, more  than  the  usual  number  of  per- 
sonnel changes,  many  of  them  imdoubted- 
ly  as  the  result  of  adopted  economy  mea- 
sures, have  been  recorded. 

This  has  been  particularly  noticeable 
among  studio  publicists,  a factor  which  led 
the  Screen  Publicists  Guild  to  call  a spe- 
cial directors’  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  possible  protective  measures.  At 
Paramount,  for  example,  ten  members  of 
the  publicity  department  were  dropped 
from  the  payroll,  including  Lance  Heath, 
P^-ank  Pope  and  Idwall  Jones. 

On  the  other  hand,  11  scenarists  have 
been  added  to  the  staff  of  the  Marathon 
Street  studio,  all  on  one-picture  deals, 
while  only  three  writers  have  been  re- 
leased. On  the  same  lot  Robert  Florey, 
director,  will  wind  up  his  contract  upon 
completion  of  “Strange  Money,”  his  cur- 
rent assignment. 

Max  Siegel  has  checked  off  the  Warner 
lot  as  an  associate  producer  after  more 
than  a year  with  the  studio,  during  which 
he  produced  “Indianapolis  Speedway.” 
Also  leaving  the  lot  is  John  Payne,  actor, 
who  last  appeared  in  “State  Cop.”  He  will 
freelance. 

William  Hebert  has  resigned  his  post  as 
publicity  and  advertising  director  for  Selz- 
nick  International,  effective  when  a succes- 
sor has  been  found. 

At  the  same  plant,  Marcella  Bannett 
Rabwin,  assistant  to  David  O.  Selznick, 
also  turned  in  her  resignation  after  a ten- 
year  association  with  the  producer. 

Troy  Orr,  who  recently  resigned  his 
position  in  20th  Century-Fox’s  advertising- 
publicity  department,  has  been  added  to 
the  Universal  staff  imder  John  Joseph 
and,  as  his  first  assignment,  went  to  San 
Francisco  to  handle  the  opening  of  the  re- 
issued “All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front”  at 
the  Orpheum  Theatre. 

His  writing  assignment  completed. 


shoved  off  “Legion  of  the  Lawless”  to 
raise  its  total  to  six.  Two  features,  “Cov- 
ered Trader”  and  “Rovin’  Tumbleweeds,” 
and  a serial,  “Zorro’s  Fighting  Legion”  got 
off  the  mark  at  Republic,  which  lists  five 
in  production. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox,  with  no  new 
starts,  finished  “The  Simple  Life.”  It  has 
eight  on  sound  stages.  Various  United 
Artists  producers  are  at  work  on  five  fea- 
tures, none  new  starts.  Universal  acceler- 
ated “Test  Diver”  to  bring  its  total  up  to 
six.  Warner  is  filming  three,  including 
“The  Fighting  69th,”  a new  start,  and 
sent  “Gambling  on  the  High  Seas”  into 
the  cutting  room. 


Daniel  Taradash  has  left  the  Columbia 
studio  payroll  and  returned  to  New  York. 

To  coordinate  overlapping  functions  and 
increase  the  efficiency  of  operation  gener- 
ally, Robert  M.  Gillham,  Paramount’s  ad- 
vertising-publicity director,  has  revised 
the  studio  setup  by  placing  Cliff  Lewis  in 
charge  of  the  advertising,  publicity  and 
trailer  departments  at  the  studio.  Terry 
DeLapp  and  Herbert  Moulton,  present 
heads  of  the  publicity  and  trailer  units  re- 
spectively, will  continue  in  their  current 
capacities. 

Claude  Binyon  has  been  granted  a re- 
lease from  his  Paramount  writing  con- 
tract and  has  moved  over  to  Columbia  to 
join  Producer  Wesley  Ruggles,  with  whom 
he  has  been  associated  for  several  years. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  dropped 
Chick  Chandler,  comedian,  from  its  con- 
tract list  after  three  years  with  the  studio. 


"Beast  of  Berlin"  Put 
Into  Production  Mill 

With  the  selection  of  a complete  cast,  a 
director  and  an  increased  budget,  Ben  Ju- 
dell’s  Producers  Pictures  Corp.  signaled  a 
start  on  one  of  the  most  ambitious  films  in 
its  60-picture  schedule  for  1939-40,  “Hit- 
ler— Beast  of  Berlin,”  at  the  Grand  Na- 
tional studios.  Judell  has  reiterated  that 
the  story,  dealing  with  the  underground 
anti-Nazi  movement  in  Germany,  is  not 
war  propaganda  and  is  not  intended  to 
inspire  hatred  for  any  European  political 
group. 

Leading  roles  have  been  assigned  to  Ro- 
land Drew,  Steffi  Duna,  Greta  Grand- 
stedt,  Bodil  Rosing,  Allan  Ladd,  Vernon 
Dent  and  Hans  Joby.  Sherman  Scott, 
who  has  piloted  several  “March  of  Time” 
reels  in  New  York,  is  the  director  and  Jack 
Greenhalgh  is  in  charge  of  photography. 

The  film  is  an  adaptation  of  “Goose 
Step,”  an  original  story  by  Shepard  Traube. 


Next  Marx  Vehicle 

Next  Marx  Brothers  comedy  at  M-G-M 
will  be  “The  Marx  Brothers  in  Europe,” 
with  Lewis  K.  Sidney  assigned  as  asso- 
ciate producer. 


Anli-Nazis  Gel  Full 
Picture  of  Crisis 

In  the  most  important  meeting  since 
the  new  season’s  activity  began,  more 
than  250  members  of  the  Hollywood  Anti- 
Nazi  League  who  turned  out  for  the  group’s 
annual  membership  session  were  presented 
a clear-cut  analysis  of  the  present  world 
crisis,  its  meaning  for  American  democracy 
and  the  part  the  HANL  and  kindred  lib- 
eral organizations  in  Hollywood  must  play 
during  the  coming  year. 

HANL  members  also  nominated  and 
elected  a new  executive  board  and  execu- 
tive committee  to  guide  the  organization’s 
destiny  for  the  next  12-month  period.  Un- 
animously chosen  to  the  board  were  Don- 
ald Ogden  Stewart,  re-elected  chairman: 
Frank  Tuttle,  vice-chairman;  Ben  Ber- 
nard, treasurer,  and  Dudley  Nichols,  secre- 
tary. The  new  executive  committee  com- 
prises Edward  Chodorov,  Milton  Merlin, 
Mrs.  Sidney  Buchman,  Prof.  Norman 
Byrne,  Maxwell  Shane,  Herbert  Biberman, 
Dr.  Marvin  Harris,  Attorney  Charles  Katz, 
Francis  Faragoh,  Marian  Spitzer,  Mrs. 
Charles  Page,  Hy  Krafft,  Mrs.  J.  Edward 
Bromberg,  Jay  Gomey,  Frank  Scully,  Mrs. 
Jerome  Sackheim  and  Donald  Rose. 

With  Irving  Pichel  presiding,  featured 
speaker  at  the  annual  session  was  the  Rev. 
L.  M.  Birkhead,  founder  and  national  di- 
rector of  the  Friends  of  Democracy,  who 
pointed  out  the  new  guises  Nazi  activity 
will  take  in  this  country  now  that  Ger- 
many is  at  war  and  predicted  that  the 
League  and  other  liberal  groups  must 
quadruple  their  activities  in  order  to  com- 
bat it.  Pichel,  following,  reviewed  the 
League’s  accomplishments  during  the  year 
and  charted  plans  for  the  immediate  fu- 
ture. 

In  a subsequent  session  attended  by  the 
League’s  studio  committee  Doctor  Birk- 
head shared  the  speakers’  platform  with 
Dr.  E.  Guy  Talbot,  field  secretary  of  the 
World  Alliance  for  International  Friend- 
ship Through  the  Churches.  Biberman, 
one  of  the  HANL’s  founders,  also  delivered 
an  analysis  of  the  war  situation. 

Other  liberal  developments: 

Continuing  its  fight  to  secure  revision 
of  the  government’s  neutrality  act,  the 
American  Union  for  Concerted  Peace  Ef- 
forts has  scheduled  a rally  to  be  held  at 
Philharmonic  Auditorium,  September  29. 
Director  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  and  Melvyn 
Douglas,  among  other  members  of  the 
film  colony,  who  are  active  members  of 
the  organization,  will  attend. 

Third,  and  termed  definitely  the  last, 
postponement  of  the  Motion  Picture  Art- 
ists Committee’s  scheduled  all-industry 
banquet  has  forced  the  date  back  to  Sep- 
tember 25.  Attorney-General  Frank  Mur- 
phy, scheduled  to  appear  as  chief  speaker, 
notified  MPDC  leaders  the  pressure  of 
government  business  in  Washington  would 
prevent  him  from  arriving  imtil  that  time. 
Chief  items  of  business  will  be  the  presen- 
tation of  the  first  annual  Award  of  Merit 
to  the  producer  of  the  picture  deemed  to 
have  made  the  greatest  contribution  to 
democracy  during  the  1938-39  season. 


42 


BOXOFTICE  : : September  23,  1939 


URTHER  consideration  of  the  avowed 
war-time  policies  of  the  major  studios 
reveals  inconsistencies  in  addition  to 
those  reflected  by  the  general  attitude  that 
all  unnecessary  economies  can  be  effected 
through  the  elimination  of  waste  and  non- 
essential  expenses — and  without  curtail- 
ment of  production  budgets. 

One  such  paradox  possibly  lurks  in  the 
tendency  to  shelve  pictures  which,  prior  to 
the  actual  start  of  the  European  conflict, 
were  touted  as  ranking  entries  in  Holly- 
wood’s widely-acclaimed,  but  always  un- 
official, Americanization  campaign.  Typi- 
cal is  “Underground,”  story  dealing  with 
the  anti-Nazi  movement  within  Germany 
itself,  which  was  to  be  made  as  a Warner 
contribution  to  the  righteous  sell-America- 
to-Americans  cycle. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  Hollywood 
product  strictly  neutral  is  given  as  the 
reason  for  scuttling  features  of  this  type. 
To  challenge  that  reason,  to  propoimd  a 
thought  that  the  cloak  of  strict  neutrality 
may  conceivably  cover  an  occasional  ab- 
surdity, is  undoubtedly  dangerous  pro- 
cedure, in  view  of  the  universal  feeling  as 
regards  this  nation’s  unbending  need  to 
remain  neutral. 

Nevertheless,  the  situation  does  pose  the 
following  question: 

In  making  such  pictures  as  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy,”  “Blockade,”  and  others  of 
comparable  theme,  the  producers  were 
loud  and  emphatic  in  their  declarations 
that  the  documents  were  not  directed 
against  any  nation  or  group,  but,  rather, 
were  designed  to  bring  home  forcefully  to 
Americans  their  countless  advantages  un- 
der our  democratic  government  as  com- 


pared to  the  isms-ridden  peoples  of  other 
countries.  And,  more  importantly,  to 
combat  the  spread  of  those  dangerous  isms 
in  the  United  States. 

Has  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war 
— long  a foregone  conclusion — eliminated 
the  need  for  such  lessons  of  patriotism  and 
appreciation  for  Americans?  Has  it  les- 
sened the  threatened  spread  of  undemo- 
cratic doctrines  within  this  country’s 
borders? 

There  are  many  and  obvious  arguments 
which  can  be  offered  in  support  of  the 
theory  that  the  war  has  accentuated, 
rather  than  diminished,  the  need  for  cellu- 
loid preachments  in  the  Americanization 
vein;  that  the  interests  of  national  neu- 
trality can  best  be  served  by  continuing  to 
enlighten  the  citizenry  upon  the  dangers 
of  foreign  principles  of  government  and 
those  who  advocate  and  propagandize 
them  in  our  midst. 

After  all.  Hitler  is  still  Hitler,  Nazism 
is  still  Nazism,  Communism  is  still  Com- 
munism and  the  fact  that  they  have  been 


thrown  up  for  grabs  on  Europe’s  battle- 
fields should  not  alter  the  justification  for 
the  so-called  Americanization  campaign  if 
it  was  justified  in  the  first  place. 


Warner  publicists  boast  that  "A  Passionate 
Shepherd  to  His  Love/'  composed  by  Erich 
Wolfgang  Korngold  for  “The  Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex/'  will  be  published  by 
Harms,  Inc. 

Which  should,  at  least,  cause  a revival  of 
the  perennial  cycle  of  sheep-herder  stories. 


And  it  was  the  adjective  agitators  in  the 
Warner  praisery  who  conceived  the  bril- 
liant idea  of  sending  out  telegraphic  in- 
vitations to  the  preview  of  “Espionage 
Agent”  in  code — on  the  hottest  day  in  22 
years. 


David  O.  Selznick  is  reverted  editing  45 
minutes  of  footage  from  the  nearly-four- 
hours-long  “Gone  With  the  Wind.”  He 
might  salvage  some  of  the  many  dollars 
the  clippings  represent  by  reassembling 
them  for  a “B”  release  yclept  “Gone  With 
the  Zephyr.”  Or  how  about  “Gone  With 
Bill  Hebert?” 


Universal  has  changed  the  title  of  "Has 
Anybody  Here  Seen  Kelly?''  to  “The  Road  to 
Romance." 

Apparently  nobody  at  the  studio  was  able 
to  locate  Kelly.  Had  it  been  Cohen,  Cohn, 
Cahane,  Conn  or  Cowan,  a title  change 
might  have  been  saved. 


Musical,  Maritime  and  Moppets 


Metro  and  Paramount  finished  in  a 
dead  heat  in  the  week’s  preview  sweep- 
stakes,  each  studio  having  contributed  two 
of  the  four  pictures  which  finished  in  the 
money,  according  to  a consensus  of  criti- 
cal handicap.  Leo’s  offering  in  the 
lighter  vein  was  “Babes  in  Arms,”  an 
unqualified  hit  co-starring  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland,  which  is  almost  cer- 
tain to  launch  another  cycle  of  musical 
extravaganzas  and  roll  up  substantial 
grosses  in  the  bargain.  Arthur  Freed’s 
first  production  for  the  Culver  City  plant, 
it  is  a skillful,  tasteful  screen  adaptation 
of  the  Richard  Rodgers-Lorenz  Hart  stage 
success,  invested  with  every  proven  show- 
manship element.  The  screenplay  by  Kay 
Van  Riper  and  Jack  McGowan  is  a mas- 
terful piece  of  writing  in  which  a number 
of  tuneful  musical  numbers  were  effec- 
tively interpolated.  Director  Busby  Berke- 
ley marshaled  his  technical  and  creative 
talent  well  and  maintained  a fast,  smooth 
pace  throughout. 

The  lusty,  salty  tang  of  the  sea  charac- 
terized another  pair  of  pre-release  screen- 
ings. Paramount’s  “Rulers  of  the  Sea,” 
produced  and  directed  by  Prank  Lloyd  as 
his  last  for  the  studio,  bears  evidence  of 
such  painstaking  care  in  research,  prepara- 


tion and  production  on  Lloyd’s  part  that 
it  is  assured  of  a berth  among  the  season’s 
finer  and  more  impressive  creations.  No 
little  of  its  general  excellence  is  attribut- 
able to  the  magnificently-dialogued  origi- 
nal screenplay  by  Talbot  Jennings,  depict- 
ing the  victory  of  steam  over  sail  in  the 
evolution  of  navigation,  which  gives  a 
first-rate  cast,  headed  by  Douglas  Fair- 
banks jr.  and  WiU  Fyffe,  ample  opportun- 
ity to  display  its  acting  prowess. 

Metro’s  sea-going  entry  was  “Thunder 
Afloat,”  a thrilling  saga  of  the  Splinter 
Fleet  which  defended  America’s  shores 
from  German  submarine  raids  during  the 
last  World  War.  Produced  by  J.  Walter 
Ruben  on  a scale  that  would  guarantee 


Through  a typographical  error,  this 
department's  comment  on  Metro's 
“Blackmail"  in  the  September  IG  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE  gave  associate  pro- 
ducer credit  to  Albert  Leroy.  Credit 
should  have  been  given  to  Albert  E. 
Levoy,  who  functioned  as  John  W. 
Considine  jr.'s  aide  on  the  Edward  G. 
Robinson  starrer. 


enthusiastic  acceptance  under  any  condi- 
tions, its  money-making  possibilities  are 
increased  at  least  two-fold  through  the 
repetition  of  history  as  reflected  in  head- 
lines dealing  with  the  present  European 
War  and  the  resumption  of  U-boat  har- 
assment by  the  Nazis.  Wallace  Beery, 
heading  the  cast,  has  never  done  better 
work.  George  B.  Seitz’s  direction  takes  full 
advantage  of  the  script  by  Wells  Root  and 
Commander  Harvey  Haislip,  based  on  an 
original  by  Haislip  and  Ralph  Wheelwright 
(of  Leo’s  publicity  staff,  incidentally), 
which  has  the  authentic  atmospheric  ring 
throughout. 

Fourth  in  the  quartette  of  top-bracket 
offerings  was  Paramount’s  “What  a Life,” 
which  brings  Henry  Aldrich,  the  typical 
American  boy  of  stage  and  radio  fame,  to 
the  screen  in  a warm,  richly  human  and 
vastly  entertaining  vehicle.  Despite  its  un- 
pretentious production  treatment,  boast- 
ing no  multi-million-dollar  budget  and 
containing  no  Hollywood  glamour,  it  is 
such  a natural,  true-to-life  picture  of 
adolescent  youth  that  man,  woman  and 
child  alike  are  sure  to  acclaim  it  a surprise 
hit.  Jay  Theodore  Reed,  who  produced 
and  directed,  scores  solidly  in  both  depart- 
( Continued  on  page  47) 
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7 8 
When  "The  Rains  Came"  to  Hollywood— 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  executives  and  players  came  to  the  premiere  along 
with  other  film  colony  celebrities.  Some  of  them  are  shown  here:  il»  Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the  board  of  20th  Century-Fox.  His  company  made 
the  picture.  (2)  Darryl  F.  and  Mrs.  Zanuck.  His  is  the  chief -of -production 
job.  (3)  Harry  Joe  and  Mrs.  Brown  (Sally  Filers).  He  was  associate  producer. 
(4)  Henry  and  Mrs.  King.  (5)  Clarence  and  Mrs.  Brown.  He  directed.  (6) 
Arthur  and  Mrs.  Hornbloiv  < Myrna  Loy).  She  co-starred.  '7>  Frank  Adams, 
Ann  Power,  Tyrone  Poicer  the  co-starred/,  and  Mrs.  Patia  Power,  Tyrone’s 
mother.  (8)  Brenda  Joyce  and  Owen  Ward.  She  made  her  screen  debut. 


Hays  Due  lo  Leave 
On  Eastern  Visit 


Substantiating  earlier  indications  that 
the  Hays  office,  as  such,  does  not  intend 
— at  least  for  the  time  being — to  chart  a 
course  of  action  for  the  industry  in  face 
of  the  European  crisis,  local  attaches  re- 
ported that  Will  Hays,  MPPDA  president, 
was  scheduled  to  return  to  New  York  over 
the  weekend.  It  was  believed  he  would 
depart  without  calling  a general  Produc- 
ers Ass’n  meeting  which  was  postponed 
shortly  after  Hays,  on  arriving  here,  an- 
nounced he  intended  to  hold. 

One  of  Hays’  last  accomplishments  dur- 
ing his  stay  on  the  coast  was  the  delivery 
of  an  address  before  the  American  Bank- 
ers Ass’n,  in  which  he  discussed  the  for- 
eign situation  and  its  possible  effects  on 
motion  picture  production  and  distribu- 
tion. 

On  the  labor  front,  also,  the  Hays  office 
has  been  more  than  usually  quiet.  Pat 
Casey,  chief  of  the  labor  contact  depart- 
ment, has  notified  his  aides  here  he  in- 
tends to  remain  in  New  York  indefinitely. 

"Elizabeth  and  Essex"  to 
Premiere  on  Sept,  27 

After  enjoying  a short  breathing  spell 
from  the  long  siege  of  formal  previews 
and  premieres,  two  or  three  of  which  have 
been  a part  of  the  established  weekly 
agenda,  Hollywood  socialities  and  critics 
are  dusting  off  their  top  hats  and  sables 
in  preparation  for  the  world  premiere  of 
“The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,” 
which  Warner  will  stage  September  27. 

The  only  public  showing  of  the  Bette 
Davis-Errol  Flynn  co-starrer  to  be  held 
until  it  is  generally  released  November  25, 
the  premiere  will  be  accompanied  by  the 
usual  lavish  formalities.  The  Warner 
Beverly  Hills  Theatre  has  been  selected 
for  the  occasion.  Guest  list  is  expected  to 
include  most  of  the  outstanding  names 
in  the  film  colony,  including  the  cast  of 
the  picture  and  its  director,  Michael  Cur- 
tiz. 

Mark  Hellinger  Assigned 
Two  More  WB  Features 

Warner  has  assigned  two  more  vehicles 
to  Mark  HeUinger,  associate  producer — 
“Brother  Orchid,”  to  star  Edward  G. 
Robinson,  and  “Torrid  Zone,”  which  will 
co-feature  George  Raft  and  Ann  Sheridan. 


Megaphone  to  Roach 

Hal  Roach  will  personally  direct  “1,000,- 
000  B.  C.,”  which  D.  W.  Griffith  will  pro- 
duce under  the  Roach  banner.  Picture  is 
slated  to  roll  October  7 for  United  Artists 
release. 


Next  for  Sylvan  Simon 

S.  Sylvan  Simon’s  next  directorial  as- 
signment at  Metro  will  be  “Living  in  a 
Great  Big  Way,”  an  Edgar  Selwyn  pro- 
duction featuring  Lana  Turner. 
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GN  Is  Abandoned  by 
Golden  West  Unit 

Another  setback  to  Grand  National’s 
production-distribution  plans  for  the 
1939-40  season,  involving  the  loss  of  eight 
westerns  scheduled  to  be  delivered  to  GN 
by  Golden  West  Pictures,  has  been  re- 
ported from  a reliable  source  and  given 
confirmation  through  the  disclosure  that 
Golden  West  has  pulled  up  stakes  and 
abandoned  office  and  production  space  at 
the  GN  studio. 

Although  neither  GN  nor  Golden  West 
officials  could  be  reached  for  confirma- 
tion, it  was  declared  by  the  same  in- 
formant that  Golden  West  backed  away 
from  the  deal  because  of  its  belief  that 
GN’s  financial  condition  at  present  and 
its  prospects  for  the  future  are  too  pre- 
carious to  warrant  consummation  of  the 
contract.  It  was  believed  that  Charles  E. 
Goetz,  head  of  Golden  West,  had  returned 
to  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  where  the  company  was 
organized  and  where  its  first  picture, 
“Arizona  Thoroughbred,”  was  filmed. 
First  of  the  eight  slated  for  GN  distribu- 
tion, it  has  not  and  will  not  be  turned 
over  to  that  company,  the  informant  said. 

According  to  latest  reports  reaching  the 
coast.  President  E.  W.  Hammons  of  GN 
has  not  yet  secured  his  expected  $400,000 
RFC  loan,  upon  delivery  of  which  is  based 
another  $750,000  loan  scheduled  to  be 
made  by  Felt  & Co.,  eastern  financiers,  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  GN’s  dis- 
tribution system,  setting  up  a fund  for 
production  and  making  payments  to 
creditors.  The  studio  is  still  being  oper- 
ated by  a skeleton  maintenance  staff. 

Meantime  detailed  plans  for  filming 
“Angela  Is  22”  are  being  discussed  here 
by  Jack  Skirball,  former  GN  production 
head,  with  John  Wildberg,  stage  impresario 
and  Skirball’s  partner  in  the  newly-or- 
ganized Knickerbocker  Productions.  For 
Columbia  release,  the  film  version  of  Sin- 
clair Lewis’  play  will  probably  be  made  in 
New  York  City. 

Another  former  GN  associate,  Ray 
Friedgen,  also  checked  in  from  the  east 
for  an  extended  stay,  during  which  he  in- 
tends to  lay  plans  for  re-entering  produc- 
tion. He  was  at  one  time  an  associate 
producer  for  GN. 


Story  and  Art  of  Telling 
It  Stressed  by  Dietz 

New  York — Films  are  poor  when  the 
stories  are  poor  or  poorly  written,  Howard 
Dietz,  M-G-M’s  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  told  a New  York  University  class 
taking  a motion  picture  course.  He  was 
guest  of  honor  at  the  opening  lecture  on 
“The  Cinema  as  Literary  Art.” 

Motion  picture  art  will  come  to  full 
flower  when  a film  is  “the  unique  result  of 
a unique  temperament,”  Dietz  said,  giving 
as  his  opinion  that  the  techniques  of 
“cinematography  and  acting  are  sub- 
servient to  the  story  to  be  told  and  the 
literary  art  of  telling  it.”  He  urged  that 
films  should  aspire  original  contributions 
from  all  sources. 


The  Winners — 

Four  who  contributed  to  the  success 
of  “Stanley  and  Living stojie"  pause  to 
admire  the  Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon 
Awards  presented  thein  when  the  Na- 
tional Screeri  Council  voted  the  2Qth 
Century-Fox  picture  the  best  release 
during  the  month  of  August.  Display- 
ing their  plaques  are  (top  to  bottom) 
Kenneth  Macgowan,  producer;  Henry 
King,  director;  Richard  Greene,  and 
Nayicy  Kelly,  who  had  important  roles 
in  the  adventure  film. 


Schaefer  Checks  In 
For  Conferences 

After  twice  postponing  his  scheduled 
visit.  President  George  J.  Schaefer  of  RKO 
Radio  finally  checked  in  at  the  studio  for 
two  weeks  of  executive  conferences  with 
J.  R.  McDonough,  Pandro  Berman  and 
othei’S.  The  company’s  outlook  in  relation 
to  the  European  war,  a parley  with  Harold 
Lloyd  concerning  the  vehicle  to  be  chosen 
for  the  latter’s  initial  production  for  RKO 
Radio  release,  and  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued following  Berman’s  scheduled  depar- 
ture as  production  chief,  are  on  Schaefer’s 
docket.  McDonough,  called  east  by  his 
mother’s  illness,  returned  to  the  coast  to 
greet  the  company  president. 

Another  delayed  arrival  was  that  of  Her- 
bert J.  Yates,  Republic  head  man,  at  the 
North  Hollywood  plant,  who  came  in  to 
discuss  production  plans  with  M.  J.  Siegel, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  company’s  output. 
The  matter  of  possible  budget  revisions 
and  other  changes  in  procedure  to  cope 
with  the  foreign  situation  have  been  hang- 
ing fire  for  several  weeks  awaiting  Yates’ 
arrival. 

Confirms  Work's  Announcement 

Confirmation  of  Cliff  Work’s  announce- 
ment, following  his  return  to  Universal 
after  homeoffice  conferences,  that  there 
would  be  no  change  in  the  production  and 
personnel  setup  at  the  studio  was  brought 
from  the  east  by  Matty  Fox,  Work’s  as- 
sistant, when  he  checked  in  from  seven 
weeks  of  eastern  huddles. 

Concluding  a series  of  studio  conferences 
with  Scott  R.  Dunlap  and  other  execu- 
tives, W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  presi- 
dent, has  returned  to  New  York,  accom- 
panied by  George  West,  Monogram  fran- 
chise holder.  The  executives  spent  the 
majority  of  their  time  discussing  the  fu- 
ture production  lineup  for  the  studio, 
which  Johnston  had  already  indicated 
would  not  be  affected  by  the  foreign 
situation. 

Also  checking  out  was  James  Mulvey, 
New  York  representative  for  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn,  who  spent  a week  here  in  conference 
with  Goldwyn  and  James  Roosevelt. 

Having  picked  up  considerable  back- 
ground material  for  “Our  Town,”  his  first 
production  for  United  Artists,  Sol  Lesser 
has  returned  from  the  east.  He  motored 
through  the  New  England  states  in  search 
of  atmosphere  and  devoted  a portion  of 
his  time  to  parleys  with  his  eastern  repre- 
sentatives. 


Send  200  on  Location  to 
Make  "Biscuit  Eater" 

Cited  as  the  most  elaborate  location 
jaunt  undertaken  by  the  studio  in  five 
years.  Paramount  will  send  Director  Stuart 
Heisler  and  a company  of  more  than  200 
to  Albany,  Ga.,  early  in  October  to  film 
“The  Biscuit  Eater”  for  Producer  Jack 
Moss.  Cordell  Hickman,  eight-year-old 
colored  boy,  has  been  signed  for  one  of  the 
leading  roles. 
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Hollywood  Settles  Itself  More  London  Technicians 

Solidly  on  Wartime  Basis  Would  Keep  Quota 


With  the  prolonged  and  precedental 
heat  wave  and  its  annoying  effects  on  pro- 
duction activity  crowding  on  the  possible 
influences  of  the  European  War  in  the 
minds  of  studio  executives,  Hollywood  has 
settled  itself  more  solidly  into  its  wartime 
operations  basis.  Very  few  new  develop- 
ments have  followed  the  first  major  ad- 
justments made  as  a result  of  the  war. 

Previously  unreported  developments  in- 
cluded: 

1.  Echoing  the  earlier  statement  of  his 
chieftain,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  in  New 
York  denying  that  M-G-M  would  curtail 
production  or  lower  the  quality  of  its  pic- 
tures, Louis  B.  Mayer,  studio  chief,  called 
a meeting  of  his  production  staff  and 
pleaded  with  them  to  exert  the  utmost 
economies  in  preparation  and  production, 
pointing  all  their  efforts  toward  maintain- 
ing an  even  keel.  Mayer  urged  them  to 
avail  themselves  intelligently  of  the  studio’s 
facilities  and  talent  as  a means  of  meet- 
ing the  present  crisis. 

2.  The  picture-making  front  steadily  as- 
sumed a firmer  footing.  Paramount  has  set 
starting  dates  on  six  films  within  the  next 
five  weeks,  topping  all  former  autumn 
schedules,  and  has  added  11  new  writers 
to  its  staff.  Completing  his  survey  of  the 
possible  losses  which  may  ensue  as  a re- 
sult of  the  war,  Edward  Small  has  an- 
nounced he  will  proceed  immediately  on 
two  heavy-budget  pictures  for  United 
Artists,  “Kit  Carson,  Avenger,”  and  “My 
Son,  My  Son.”  The  first  will  hit  the 
cameras  within  three  weeks.  Walter  Wan- 
ger  has  added  “Dynasty  of  Death,”  deal- 
ing with  international  munitions  manufac- 
turers, to  his  UA  schedule  and  has  assigned 
Sheridan  Gibney  and  Taylor  Caldwell  to 
collaborate  on  the  screenplay  of  Miss  Cald- 
well’s original,  a novel.  Warner  intends  to 
expand  its  short  subjects  production 
schedule  to  include  several  more  historical 
featurettes. 

3.  The  three  leading  talent  unions — 
Screen  Actors,  Screen  Writers  and  Screen 
Directors  Guilds — are  standing  pat  on  the 
“no  pay  cuts”  policy  they  adopted  in  reply 
to  a message  from  Harry  Brandt,  presi- 
dent of  the  ITOA  of  New  York,  urging 
them  to  accept  salary  cuts  as  a means  of 
shouldering  a portion  of  the  burden  which 
Brandt  predicts  wiU  befall  the  industry 
with  the  loss  of  foreign  revenues.  A 
spokesman  for  the  tri-Guild  bloc  declared 
the  three  imions  do  not  contemplate  any 
further  action  unless  it  becomes  apparent 
that  a determined  effort  is  being  made  by 
producers  to  force  salaries  downward. 

4.  W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram’s  presi- 
dent, headed  east  after  short  conferences 
with  Scott  Dunlap,  production  head,  dur- 
ing which  he  announced  there  would  be  no 
drastic  changes  in  the  company’s  produc- 
tion plans.  First  U.  S.  news  cameraman 
to  hit  the  war  zone  will  be  Norman  Alley, 
formerly  of  Universal,  who  is  en  route  to 
Europe  as  representative  of  Metro’s  News 
of  the  Day.  Lawrence  Fox  jr.,  head  of 
General  Films,  returned  from  London  with 


Goldwyn  Suggests  War 
Fact-Finding  Group 

Formation  of  a joint  fact-finding  com- 
mittee to  study  all  phases  of  the  indus- 
try's war  crisis  and  work  out  a remedy 
is  urged  by  Samuel  Goldwyn  in  a let- 
ter to  Will  H.  Hays,  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
and  the  actors,  writers  and  directors 
guild. 

"Wholesale  firing  of  wage  earners" 
is  the  wrong  way  to  cope  with  serious- 
ly curtailed  foreign  markets,  Goldwyn 
declares. 


the  disclosure  that  the  company  has  aban- 
doned plans  to  produce  “The  Man  Who 
Lost  Himself”  abroad  and  that  the  film 
may  be  made  in  New  York  instead. 


Fact-Finding  Body  Idea 
“Somewhat  Premature" 

Joseph  Schenck,  replying  to  Sam  Gold- 
wyn’s  suggestion  that  a fact-finding  com- 
mittee be  formed  to  study  the  industry’s 
war  crisis,  declares  Goldwyn  is  “entirely 
correct”  in  his  analysis,  but  states  he  be- 
lieves Goldwyn’s  plan  is  “somewhat  pre- 
mature” because  the  extent  of  foreign 
revenue  losses  is  “not  sufficiently  appar- 
ent” yet  to  set  definite  policies.  He 
advises  that  “we  wait  until  all  necessary 
information  is  at  hand.” 

Schenck  also  expresses  hope  there  will 
be  no  reprisals  or  discriminations  as  a 
result  of  the  lATSE’s  victory  over  the 
USTG.  He  has  appointed  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, E.  J.  Mannix,  and  Mendel  Silberberg 
to  open  wage  scale  negotiations  with  lA. 

The  20th-Fox  executive  left  Friday  on 
a goodwill  tour  of  Latin-America. 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild  has  informed 
Goldwyn  it  will  cooperate  in  a fact-find- 
ing committee  to  study  the  industry’s  war 
crisis. 


London  — Continuance  of  the  present 
quota  legislation  is  urged  in  a letter  sent 
to  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  by 
the  Association  of  Cine  Technicians. 

Text  of  the  letter  is  as  follows:  “It  has 
been  brought  to  our  attention  that  film 
renters  have  in  mind  the  acceptance  of 
British  productions  subject  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  fnm  quota  legislation,  and  that 
such  a contingency  will  be  provided  for 
under  the  cover  of  a general  war  clause. 
We  trust  this  does  not  imply  that  such 
renters  may  have  been  led  to  understand 
that  there  is  a possibility  of  the  film  quota 
legislation  being  repealed. 

“We  feel  at  the  present  time  that  it  is 
more  than  ever  important  that  the  British 
film  industry  should  continue  to  function, 
and  subject  to  any  policy  which  the  Minis- 
ti-y  of  Information  and  other  Government 
Departments  may  pursue,  the  greatest  as- 
set to  commercial  film  production  will  be 
an  assured  market.  The  quota  legislation 
gives  this. 

“We  are  very  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that,  if  the  quota  legislation  is  repealed, 
it  may  lead  to  a repetition  of  the  imfortun- 
ate  position  which  arose  during  the  war  of 
1914-1918  when  the  American  film  indus- 
try largely  captured  the  British  film  mar- 
ket— a calamity  from  which  we  have  only 
recently  begun  to  recover  and  for  which 
recovery  the  quota  legislation  is  largely  re- 
sponsible. 

“We  are  sure  the  Government  does  not 
wish  a similar  position  to  occur  and,  as 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  continuance 
of  the  quota  legislation  is  the  greatest 
safeguard  against  this,  we  trust  that  no 
action  will  be  taken  to  repeal  or  amend  the 
Cinematograph  Films  Act,  1939. 

“If  the  government  has  such  repeal  or 
amendment  in  mind,  we  trust  this  associa- 
tion will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  out- 
line its  views  to  you  before  a final  decision 
is  taken.” 


They  Visit  the  Home  Lot — 

Back  to  the  studio  building,  now  occupied  by  Monogram,  went  David  Wark 
Griffith,  right,  and  Lillian  Gish  recently  when  they  visited  Charles  Bickford 
on  the  set  of  ‘‘Mutiny  in  the  Big  House.”  The  building  housed  some  of  the 
most  ambitious  of  the  Griffith  productions. 
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SCRIPTERS 


— Columbia 

EDMUND  HARTMANN  to  "Passport  to  Happi- 
ness," first  Irving  Starr  production,  which  will 
feature  Tony  Martin, 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

MALCOLM  STUART  BOYLAN  and  HARVEY 
GATES  to  "Canal  Zone,’’  scheduled  as  a starring 
vehicle  for  Jon  Hali. 

JO  SWERLING  and  JAMES  EDWARD  GRANT 
to  “The  Outlaw,”  historical  western  which  will 
star  Gary  Cooper,  Original  title  was  "Vinegaroon." 

— Metro 

COREY  FORD  and  ALASTAIRE  MacBEAN  to 
"Canterv.lle  Ghost,"  a story  by  Oscar  Wilde, 
which  Milton  Bren  will  produce. 

— Monogram 

ROBERT  EMMETT  to  "Overland  Trail,”  next 
Jack  Randall  western. 

— Paramount 

FRANK  BUTLER  to  "The  Road  to  Singapore.  ’ 
Harlan  Thompson  produces  and  Victor  Schertz- 
inger  will  direct. 

MAXWELL  SHANE  to  "Golden  Gloves,”  a Har- 
old Hurley  production. 

IRWIN  SHAW,  New  York  playwright,  to 
“Broken  Heart  Cate”  for  Producer  William  H. 
Wright. 

— Edward  Small 

ROBERT  CARSON,  borrowed  from  Paramount, 
to  "Kit  Carson,  Avenger.” 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

LEONARD  HOFFMAN  to  "The  Cisco  Kid  In 
Chicago,”  third  in  the  series  starring  Cesar 
Romero. 

— Univer.sal 

ARTHUR  T.  HORMAN  to  "The  Road  to  Ro- 
mance.” 

HARRY  CLORK  to  "Fashions  for  Sale.”  an 
original  by  Ed  Sullivan,  which  Ken  Goldsmith  will 
place  in  production  early  in  October. 

— Walter  Wanger 

KATHRYN  SCOLA  teamed  with  ARCHIE  MAYO, 
who  will  direct,  on  "The  House  Across  the  Bay,” 
slated  to  star  Joan  Bennett. 

— Warner  Bros. 

RICHARD  M.^CAULAY  and  JERRY  WALD 
teamed  on  "Torrid  Zone,”  which  will  co-star 
George  Raft  and  Ann  Sheridan. 

MICHAEL  FESSIER  to  "The  Times  of  Tony 
Pastor,”  slated  as  a starring  vehicle  for  Edward 
G.  Robinson. 

JOHN  WEXLEY  to  "City  of  Conquest,”  from 
a novel  by  Abem  Kandel. 

JULIUS  and  PHIL  EPSTEIN  to  "Married. 
Pretty  and  Poor,”  forthcoming  Ann  Sheridan 
vehicle. 


New  Type  Positive  Film 
Development  Claimed 

Three  Paramount  engineers  have  de- 
veloped a new  fine  grain  positive  film  in 
cooperation  with  DuPont  Film  Mfg.  Corp. 
of  Delaware  which  the  studio  is  heralding 
as  the  greatest  technical  advance  in  mo- 
tion pictures  since  the  advent  of  sound. 
The  new  film,  created  by  Loren  Ryder, 
Roy  Hunter  and  James  Wilkinson,  respec- 
tive heads  of  the  sound,  photographic  and 
laboratory  departments,  reduces  screen 
graininess,  fuzziness,  blur  and  background 
distortion  to  a minimum  and  provides  for 
a warmth  and  richness  not  heretofore 
known,  its  developers  claim. 

First  commercial  use  of  the  new  positive 
film  will  be  in  “Geronimo”  the  historical 

Bernard  Giannini  to  Wed 
In  Hollywood  Tuesday 

Los  Angeles — ^Bernard,  only  child  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Giannini,  marries  Colleen  Sword 
at  St.  Brenden’s  Church,  Tuesday.  A re- 
ception at  the  Town  House  will  follow. 


Dad  Hurries  Home 

New  York — Dr.  A.  H.  Giannini,  who  at- 
tended the  Columbia  stockholders’  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday,  came  here  from  Holly- 
wood for  this  purpose  and  remained  about 
48  hours.  He  now  is  back  on  the  coast  in 
the  swirl  of  a series  of  parties  for  his  son, 
Bernard,  who  'will  marry  Colleen  Sword  on 
Tuesday. 


Americanism  Film  Policy 
Continues  to  Hold  Own 

Hollywood’s  unofficial  Americanization 
campaign  appears,  from  latest  develop- 
ments, to  be  holding  its  own.  This  in  the 
face  of  war  news  from  Europe  and  wide- 
spread interest  throughout  the  country  in 
possible  revisions  in  the  government’s  neu- 
trality legislation — two  factors  which  may 
conceivably  influence  the  film  makers  in 
their  America-for-Americans  production 
policy. 

Acting  on  the  theory  that  war  times 
stimulate  interest  in  patriotic  themes, 
Warner  will  increase  its  program  of  his- 
torical featurettes — the  exact  extent  of  the 
boost  to  be  determined  when  Norman 
Moray,  Vitaphone  sales  manager,  comes 
to  the  coast  in  October.  The  present 
schedule  calls  for  six  of  the  historical 
short  subjects,  with  “Old  Hickory,’’  con- 
cerning Andrew  Jackson,  set  to  go  into 
work  Oct.  9.  The  studio  is  adhering  to  its 
earlier  decision,  however,  to  abandon  all 
“propaganda”  films,  including  the  pro- 
jected “Underground”  and  “The  Bishop 
Who  Walked  With  God,”  at  which  time 
it  announced  a 100  per  cent  neutrality 
policy. 

With  Roland  Drew  and  Steffi  Duna 
heading  the  cast,  Ben  Judell’s  Producers 
Pictures  Corp.  signaled  a start  on  “Hitler 
— Beast  of  Berlin,”  which  is  being  pro- 
duced on  an  ambitious  scale  as  a story  of 
the  anti-Nazi  movement  within  Germany 
itself. 

Universal  completed  the  filming  of  add- 
ed scenes  possessing  a more  strongly  anti- 
Nazi  sentiment  for  “The  Road  Back,”  pro- 
duced two  years  ago,  and  the  picture  was 
set  for  its  first  west-coast  showing  at  the 
Orpheum  Theatre  in  San  Francisco. 


George  O'Brien  Vehicle 

“Legion  of  the  Lawless”  will  be  the  next 
George  O’Brien  western  at  RKO  Radio. 


ments,  and  Charles  Brackett  and  Billy 
Wilder  provided  a meaty  adaptation  of  the 
play  by  Clifford  Goldsmith. 

ijf  Hi  if 

The  balance  of  the  preview  lineup,  three 
pictures,  qualifies  thoroughly  as  substan- 
tial program  material. 

Warner’s  prizefight  comedy,  “Kid  Night- 
ingale,” delivers  a hefty  punch  in  the 
light,  hokum-laden  vein.  Built  on  a basic- 
ally sound  and  amusing  situation  created 
by  Lee  Katz,  it  was  breezily  and  humor- 
ously scripted  by  Charles  Belden  and  Ray- 
mond Schrock  and  should  account  for  it- 
self well  on  most  programs.  George  Amy 
acquits  himself  creditably  in  his  first 
chore  as  a director — having  recently  been 
promoted  from  film-cutting  post — and 
Mark  Hellinger,  as  associate  producer, 
turned  in  a competent  piece  of  work. 

Built  along  the  same  lines  as  earlier 
chapters  in  the  popular  “Tailspin  Tommy” 
series.  Monogram’s  “Sky  Patrol”  is  the 
latest  manifestation  of  the  steady  im- 
provement that  has  characterized  them 
since  their  inception.  Best  episode  to 


OPTIONS 


— Gordon-Goetz  Productions 

SOLLY  WARD  joins  writing  staff. 

— Metro 

GEORGE  OPPENHEIMER,  writer,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

KAY  VAN  RIPER  handed  new  writing  deal. 
MICKEY  ROONEY  given  new  term  acting 
ticket. 

TOM  NEAL,  actor,  held  for  another  term. 

— Paramount 

FREDERICK  HOLLANDER,  composer,  held  for 
another  term. 

KAY  STEWART  signs  long-term  acting  con- 
tract. 

FRANK  LOESSER  wins  new  songwriting  con- 
tract. 

—RKO  Radio 

ADELE  PEARCE  and  DICK  HOGAN  sign  long- 
term acting  pacts. 

ANTHONY  COLLINS  signed  to  handle  musical 
direction  on  “Allegheny  Uprising,"  John  Wayne 
starrer. 

JOHN  ARCHER,  “Gateway  to  Hollywood"  tal- 
ent contest  winner,  draws  new  term  contract  and 
featured  role  in  “Distant  Fields,"  which  goes  into 
production  October  2. 

— Warner  Bros. 

TERRY  MORSE,  director,  held  for  another  term. 
GEORGE  BRICKER  and  ALEX  GOTTLIEB  join 
writing  staff. 

NANETTE  FABARES,  actress,  signs  term  con- 
tract. 

AL  ALLEBORN,  unit  manager,  held  for  another 
term. 

ROBERT  FELLOWES,  associate  producer,  given 
contract  renewal.  He  will  supervise  “Virgin. a 
City."  forthcoming  Errol  Flynn  starrer. 

ROBERT  KENT  joins  writing  staff. 


John  Brahm  Borrowed 

John  Brahm  has  been  borrowed  from 
Columbia  by  Edward  Small  to  direct  “My 
Son,  My  Son,”  which  Small  is  preparing 
as  a forthcoming  United  Artist  release. 


"Courage"  to  Considine 

John  W.  Considine  jr.  has  been  assigned 
to  produce  “Salute  to  Courage,”  starring 
Joan  Crawford,  for  M-G-M,  as  his  next 
chore. 


date,  it  reaches  a new  altitude  mark  in 
production  values,  suspense,  action  and 
plot  structure.  Howard  Bretherton’s  di- 
rection is  more  than  adequate  and  Pro- 
ducer Paul  Malvern,  mounting  the  film 
well,  incorporated  a number  of  well-han- 
dled aviation  sequences  which  should  de- 
light the  air-minded  juveniles.  Joseph 
West  and  Norton  S.  Parker  tailored  the 
well-knit  screenplay. 

Universal  again  rehabilitates  a group  of 
recalcitrant  adolescents  in  “Call  a Messen- 
ger,” which,  if  for  no  other  reason,  merits 
some  sort  of  comment  because  for  the 
first  time  it  pools  two  of  the  redoubtable 
“Dead  End  Kids”  with  the  equally  violent 
“Little  Tough  Guys.”  The  result  is  spirited, 
rough-and-tumble  comedy-drama  which, 
although  a bit  forced  and  obvious  for  adult 
consumption,  should  be  eminently  suit- 
able for  the  juvenile  trade.  Ken  Gold- 
smith’s production,  Arthur  Lubin’s  direc- 
tion and  the  scenario  by  Arthur  T.  Hor- 
man,  based  on  a story  by  Sally  Sandlin 
and  Michel  Kraike,  are  all  well  up  to 
standard. 


Spearheads 

(Continued  from  page  43)  
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

Answers  the  Knock — 

Jimmy  Lydon,  16-year-old  New  York 
boy,  who  has  been  signed  by  RKO, 
leaves  for  Hollywood  aboard  the 
Twentieth  Century  to  join  the  cast  of 
“Sunset,”  a picture  in  which  Tim  Holt 
is  featured. 

Four-City  P,  A,  Tour  by 
Ann  Sheridan  to  Start 

Ann  Sheridan  will  be  sent  on  a four-city 
personal  appearance  tour  by  Warner, 
opening  at  the  Strand  Theatre  in  New 
York  October  5 in  conjunction  with  the 
eastern  premiere  of  “Dust  Be  My  Destiny.” 
After  two  weeks  there  she  will  appear  in 
Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh  and  Washington, 
D.  C.  Before  the  tour  itself  starts,  the 
Warner  star  will  spend  two  days  at  War- 
ner's Avalon  and  Beverly  Theatres  in 
Chicago. 

Howard  Hill,  world  champion  archer, 
made  a p.  a.  in  Chicago  in  connection  with 
the  world  premiere  of  the  first  of  a series 
of  archery  short  subjects  produced  by  him 
and  Errol  Flynn,  Warner  star. 

When  she  completes  her  current  Para- 
mount assignment,  Martha  Raye  shoves  off 
on  an  extended  p.  a.  trek  through  the  east. 
Wally  Vernon,  20th  Century-Fox  come- 
dian, has  pulled  out  on  an  18-week  tour  of 
the  eastern  states.  Opening  engagement 
was  for  two  weeks  at  Loew’s  State  in  New 
York. 

Four  of  the  “Dead  End”  kids — Bobby 
Jordan.  Huntz  Hall.  Gabriel  Dell  and  Ber- 
nard Punsley — open  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
October  13  to  begin  a seven-week  jaunt. 

Phil  Regan  has  gone  to  Chicago  for  a 
radio  engagement  to  be  followed  by  a 
week  of  p.  a.’s  at  the  Capitol  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  another  week  in  New 
York. 

Gloria  Jean,  Universal’s  new  starlet, 
came  in  from  her  personal  appearance  in 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  where  her  first 
picture,  “The  Under-Pup,”  was  given  its 
world  premiere. 

Also  returning,  after  shattering  house 
records  in  the  seven  cities  where  it  ap- 
peared, was  a troupe  of  Warner  players 
who  toured  the  northwest  for  ten  days. 


Henry  Fonda  has  returned  from  a New 
York  vacation  to  prepare  for  his  next 
acting  assignment  at  20th  Century-Fox 
. . . Also  returning  from  an  eastern  holi- 
day was  Director  John  Ford  . . . Fred  Mac- 
Murray  has  pulled  out  for  a ten-day  fish- 
ing trip  in  the  High  Sierras. 

★ 

William  LeBaron  is  taking  a ten-day 
breathing  spell  from  his  chores  as  Para- 
mount’s production  chief  and  has  headed 
east  for  a vacation. 

-k 

David  Bader  left  for  New  York  for  a 
two-week  stay  in  connection  with  his 
agency  business  ...  To  look  over  the  local 
situation,  Charles  Olages,  treasurer  of 
Erpi,  checked  in  from  the  east  . . . Harm- 
ful effects  of  dual  bills  on  school  children 
were  discussed  by  James  A.  FitzPatrick. 
Metro  Traveltalks  producer,  in  an  address 
before  300  members  of  the  California  State 
Congress  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  who 
met  at  the  Tele-Vue  Theatre. 

★ 

Recovered  from  a tonsillotomy,  M.  J. 
Siegel  has  returned  to  his  desk  as  Repub- 
lic’s production  pilot  . . . Barrett  Kiesling 
is  back  on  the  job  in  the  Metro  pu’olicity 
department  after  a two-week  vacation  . . . 
Claudette  Colbert  is  vacationing  at  Del 
Monte  for  a few  days  and  plans  to  meet 
her  husband.  Dr.  Joel  Pressman,  in  San 
Francisco  when  he  returns  from  Honolulu. 


BRIVELE  DER  MAMEN,  A (Sphinx  Films)— A 
dramatically  touching  story  of  the  gradual 
disintegration  of  a simple  Jewish  family 
of  what  once  was  Poland.  The  chain  of 
events  is  shown  in  relationship  to  the 
mother.  Greenfilm  of  Warsaw  produced. 

DANCING  CO-ED  (M-G-M)— Belated  entry 
in  the  jitterbug  cycle,  handicapped  by  a 
sophomoric  plot,  this  will  be  dependent 
upon  a few  hilarious  situations.  Artie  Shaw 
and  his  clarinet  are  literally  dragged  into 
the  story  to  attract  the  customers,  among 
whom  the  adolescents  will  predominate. 
Lana  Turner  has  top  billing,  but  in  a part 
unworthy  of  her  talents  displayed  in  pre- 
vious appearances.  Edgar  Selwyn  pro- 
duced; S.  Sylvan  Simon  directed. 

ESPIONAGE  AGENT  (WB)— Highly  melodra- 
matic story  of  America's  counter-espionage 
system,  impressively  produced  and  in- 
terestingly informative.  Its  greatest  asse>l, 
timeliness,  is  largely  discounted  through  a 
jerky  screenplay  and  heavy-handed  direc- 


Priscilla  Lane  is  planning  a vacation 
at  Monterey  . . . Orson  Welles  made  a 
weekend  trip  to  New  York  to  resume  his 
radio  activities,  returning  immediately  to 
continue  his  film  work  . . . Director  Fritz 
Lang  pulled  out  for  a New  York  vacation 
. . . Edward  H.  Griffith  and  his  family 
have  returned  from  a two-week  motor  trip 
through  Oregon  and  Washington. 

★ 

Film  notables  are  marshaling  plans  to 
support  a Children’s  Aid  benefit,  to  be 
called  “Gardenia  Gala,”  which  will  be 
staged  at  the  Biltmore  Bowl,  September 
30  with  Mrs.  John  Nelson  James  in  charge. 
Patrons  and  patronesses  from  the  screen 
colony  include  the  Mischa  Auers,  Bing  and 
Dixie  Crosby,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walt  Disney, 
Preston  Foster,  Wallace  Ford,  Al  Green, 
Marjorie  Gateson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowland 
V.  Lee,  Peter  Milne,  Robert  Taylor  and 
others. 

★ 

Paramount  employes  and  executives,  300 
strong,  competed  in  the  studio’s  sixth  an- 
nual golf  tourney  at  the  Brentwood  Coun- 
try Club.  Gordon  Palmer,  grip  foreman, 
romped  home  the  winner  with  a 74,  nos- 
ing out  Vice-President  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
who  tied  for  second  with  a 77.  Gordon 
Jennings  was  chairman  . . . Mrs.  Andrew 
Stone,  wife  of  the  Paramount  director,  is 
under  observation  at  the  Cedars  of  Le- 
banon Hospital  following  a near-collapse. 


tion.  Joel  McCrea's  ability  is  wasted  in  the 
lead  and  the  supporting  cast  struggles  with 
him  to  overcome  the  hurdles  in  its  path. 
Lou  Edelman  produced;  Lloyd  Bacon  di- 
rected. 

HERE  I AM  A STRANGER  (20th-Fox)— A well- 
mounted,  strongly  dramatic  story  of  a 
father-son  relationship  laid  against  a col- 
legiate background  which  measures  up  as 
substantial  entertainment  certain  to  please 
on  all  counts.  Richard  Dix  is  outstanding 
in  a wisely-selected  thespic  lineup.  Harry 
Joe  Brown  associate  producer;  Roy  Del 
Ruth  directed. 

RIO  (Univ) — Grim  and  largely  pointless 
melodrama,  this  has  a South  American 
penal  colony  for  its  locale  and  incorporates 
such  a quantity  of  dramatic  cliches  that 
the  impeccable  Basil  Rathbone  and  a first- 
class  supporting  cast  cannot  cope  with  it. 
Patronage  will  probably  be  derived  from 
the  male  trade  which  likes  action  in  raw 
chunks.  John  Brahm  directed. 


COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in  an 
early  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 
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Extension  of  Fair 
Debatable  Topic 

San  Francisco — Much  pro  and  con  argu- 
ment is  being  voiced  and  printed  con- 
cerning the  proposed  second-year  run  for 
the  Golden  Gate  International  Exposition, 
which  has  been  operating  in  the  black  to 
the  tune  of  $700,000  monthly  for  the  past 
few  months. 

Director  Charles  H.  Strub  of  the  Expo- 
sition committee  has  announced  that  plans 
for  the  continuance  of  the  Fair  through 
1940  depended  entirely  upon  the  public, 
particularly  the  citizens  of  the  Bay  area. 

Strong  and  definite  statements  on  con- 
tinuing the  Fair  have  come  from  the 
hotels,  restaurants  and  large  department 
stores,  while  heartily  opposed  to  any  re- 
opening are  the  theatre  managers,  exhibi- 
tors, exchange  managers,  and  most  of  the 
^rnall  merchants  and  business  men.  The 
latter  have  experienced  a drop  in  their 
business,  for  their  customers  have  spent 
heavily  at  the  Fair,  it  is  said,  and  little 
of  the  transient  dollar  reaches  their  the- 
atres, stores  or  offices. 

The  possible  methods  of  financing  an- 
other year  of  operation  were  listed  by 
George  Smith,  Exposition  vice-president, 
as  follows: 

1.  Aid  from  the  federal  government. 
U.  S.  Commissioner  George  Creel 
already  has  written  to  Washington 
urging  the  government  to  aid  in  ex- 
tending the  Fair  into  next  year. 

2.  A city  bond  issue. 

3.  State  aid,  through  a state  bond  issue 
or  a special  appropriation  by  the 
legislature. 

4.  Private  contributions. 

The  amount  to  be  raised,  according  to 
Smith,  would  be  near  $1,000,000.  About 
this  amount  would  be  required  to  resur- 
face roads,  repaint  the  buildings  and  re- 
pair the  damage  that,  officials  say,  is  cer- 
tain to  be  caused  by  winter  weather. 

Letters  have  been  pouring  in  to  the  Ex- 
position headquarters  expressing  varied 
opinions  on  the  question.  It  is  reported 
the  Bay  population  will  get  the  final  say 
in  the  matter  in  the  form  of  a regular 
poll  ballot.  The  proposition  of  the  city 
floating  a bond  issue  undoubtedly  would 
run  into  legal  difficulties  as  the  city  is 
prevented  under  law  from  giving  funds  to 
a private  corporation.  However,  this 
might  be  overcome  by  attributing  its  pur- 
pose to  advertising  or  improving  the  island 
for  its  ultimate  use  as  an  airport. 

Meanwhile,  people  connected  with  the 
industry  here  are  anxiously  awaiting  a 
decision  on  the  matter  and  are  doing  what 
they  can  to  dissuade  favoring  the  Expo- 
sition’s running  another  year. 


Imperial  Valley  Floods 
Close  Poppy  Theatre 

Calip ATRIA,  Cal. — Recent  floods  in  the 
Imperial  Valley  area  have  forced  the  Pop- 
py Theatre  to  shut  down  while  minor  dam- 
ages are  repaired  and  the  theatre  reno- 
vated. 


gIGGEST  news  on  Portland’s  film  front 
during  the  week  was  the  announce- 
ment by  Hamrick-Evergreen  officials  that 
they  would  reopen  their  Blue  Mouse  as 
the  Blue  Mouse  Newsreel  Theatre  with 
Willard  Coghlan,  transferred  here  from 
Spokane,  Wash.,  as  manager.  The  house 
will  feature  newsreels  and  short  subjects, 
an  innovation  in  this  part  of  the  country 
. . . Zollie  M.  Volchock  has  become  man- 
ager of  Hamrick-Evergreen ’s  New  Rivoli 
Theatre,  about  three  blocks  east  of  the 
Blue  Mouse. 

Sammy  Siegel,  demon  UA  exploiteer 
from  Seattle,  and  Bill  Parker,  the  same 
only  from  M-G-M,  were  visitors  at  the 
J.  J.  Parker  Portland  houses  during  the 
week  . . . George  Gould  was  in  town  from 
Dallas  . . . “Dutch”  Stover  and  his  wife 
drove  down  from  Bend  . . . C.  L.  Skeins 
of  Burns  made  one  of  his  rare  visits — he 
gets  down  to  the  Rose  City  about  once 
every  two  months  . . . Others  on  the  Row 
included  G.  L.  Rose  of  Freewater;  K.  A. 
Spears,  Winloek,  Wash.;  Freeman  Geddes, 
Baker;  Jerry  Randolph,  Cathlamet,  Wash.; 
Ray  Henderson,  Albany;  Charlie  and  Sam 
Whiteside,  Corvallis;  M.  E.  Ritter,  Flor- 
ence, and  Boring  Sehmidt,  Salem. 

If  you’re  on  time,  you’ll  see  Rico  Tully, 
Ross  Federal  Service  manager  here,  stick 
his  nose  into  every  exchange  on  the  Row 
at  approximately  3 p.  m.  every  day.  Don’t 
fail  us,  Rico  . . . B.  F.  Shearer  is  renovat- 
ing the  foyer  and  offices  of  the  Port- 
land headquarters  and  hei’e  we  thought  all 
the  time  the  Shearer  offices  had  just 
been  done  over  . . . Helen  Bush,  formerly 
with  UA  here  and  now  located  in  Grants 
Pass,  paid  a brief  visit  to  the  Row  the 
other  day  while  stopping  in  Portland. 

Archie  Holt,  former  operator  of  the 
New  Rivoli  as  the  Pix,  still  wanders  around 
Filmrow  and  makes  trips  to  Seattle  . . . 
Johnny  Collins’  Star  Theatre  at  W.  Burn- 
side and  Sixth  Avenue  has  opened  a vaude- 
ville fare  in  addition  to  his  films  . . . Jim 
Carey,  Vancouver,  Wash.,  Hamrick-Ever- 
green city  manager,  is  off  on  a hunting 
trip  in  eastern  Oregon  . . . Earl  Hunt 
likes  to  demonstrate  the  new  Venetian 
blinds  in  Hamrick-Evergreen’ s new  offices 
in  the  American  Bank  Bldg.  . . . Mose 
Mesher  isn’t  complaining  about  the  space 
anymore — they  moved  a wall  for  his  type- 
writer. 

L.  A,  20th‘Fox  Exchange 
In  Drive  Lead  2nd  Week 

Los  Angeles — For  the  second  week  in 
the  two-week  old  contest,  the  local  20th 
Century-Fox  exchange  is  in  the  lead  in 
the  annual  national  Sidney  R.  Kent  sales 
drive.  The  exchange,  managed  by  J.  N. 
Dillon,  has  jumped  from  tenth  to  fourth 
place  in  a subsidiary  contest  sponsored 
by  Movietone-Terrytoon  short  subjects. 


Thornton  Sargent  Tops  All 
FWC  Districts  in  Drive 

Los  Angeles — Leading  all  Fox  West 
Coast  Districts  in  the  fourth  annual  Na- 
tional Theatres  drive  is  Thornton  Sar- 
gent’s first-run  district  here.  Campaign 
is  now  in  its  second  week. 


Carnivals  Are  Barred 
By  Seattle  Council 

Seattle — There  will  be  no  more  carni- 
vals anywhere  in  this  town.  The  city  coun- 
cil decided  by  unanimous  vote,  to  pass 
an  ordinance  which  will  forbid  issuance 
of  licenses  for  this  form  of  commercialized 
amusement.  The  city-wide  ban  was  urged 
by  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners 
of  the  Northwest,  which  branded  the  car- 
nivals as  generally  unsanitary  and  im- 
moral, and  asserted  that  “gambling  and 
indecent  shows”  are  frequently  conducted. 

Jim  Hone,  executive-secretary  of  the 
theatre  organization,  filed  a report  giving 
the  results  of  a personal  investigation  of 
conditions  at  several  recent  carnivals  and 
citing  flagrant  offenses  here  and  in  other 
cities.  The  'Theatrical  Federation  of  Seat- 
tle and  its  allied  labor  group  joined  in 
the  demand  for  total  elimination  of  the 
carnivals,  as  did  many  other  organiza- 
tions and  individual  citizens.  A repre- 
sentative of  the  apartment  house  owners 
threatened  injunction  proceedings  if  nec- 
essary to  keep  the  carnivals  out.  The  only 
protest  against  the  ban  came  from  an 
attorney  representing  W.  C.  Huggins  and 
his  shows  in  which  he  claimed  that  charges 
against  carnivals  do  not  apply  to  the  Hug- 
gins shows.  He  also  stated  that  the  thea- 
tres are  trying  to  monopolize  the  enter- 
tainment industry  in  Seattle.  The  Seattle 
board  of  theatre  supervisors  also  went  on 
record  against  the  carnivals,  as  did  many 
of  the  local  improvement  clubs. 

The  ban  will  not  apply  to  circuses  and 
protection  was  made  in  case  any  carnival 
tried  to  bill  itself  as  a circus. 


Tiny  lames  Places  First 
In  Golden  States  Drive 

Oakland — Tiny  James  of  the  Broad- 
way Theatre  in  Oakland  walked  away 
with  the  first  prize  and  $300  in  the  East 
Bay  division  of  the  Golden  State  theatres 
handicap  drive,  results  of  which  were  an- 
nounced at  the  managers’  meeting  here. 
The  divisional  drive  was  in  honor  of  David 
J.  Bolton,  head  of  the  area. 

In  second  place,  with  $200,  came  Glen 
Caldwell,  manager  of  the  Palace  in  San 
Leandro.  Third  place  and  $150  went  to 
George  Yost,  “baby”  manager  of  the  di- 
vision, with  Ward  Cassaday  of  the  Hay- 
wards at  Haywards  netting  $100  for  fourth 
place.  Ralph  Ford  of  the  Central,  fifth, 
and  Morris  Rosenberg  of  the  Fairfax, 
sixth,  each  received  $100  as  bonus  money 
for  their  efforts. 


Banducci  and  LeMucchi 
Open  New  900-Seater 

Oildale,  Cal. — The  new  River  Theatre, 
a 900-seat  house,  has  been  opened  by 
James  J.  Banducci  and  Dick  LeMucchi. 
Built  at  a cost  of  $90,000,  the  theatre  was 
completely  equipped  by  the  National  The- 
atre Supply  Co.  'The  two  owners  also 
operate  the  Granada  in  Bakersfield  and 
the  Arvin  in  Arvin. 
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Conditions  Abroad 


^HIS  town  is  about  to  get  a visit  from 

one  of  those  pests  of  the  show  busi- 
ness, “the  free  show  of  the  Carefree  Car- 
nival.” This  radio  program,  sponsored  by 
the  Signal  Oil  Co.,  will  do  its  broadcast- 
ing from  the  stage  of  the  Civic  Auditor- 
ium, with  the  public  allowed  free.  Show 
starts  at  6:30,  just  in  time  to  kill  the  at- 
tendance at  the  local  theatres.  Lots  of 
squawks  from  the  theatre  boys,  but  it  does 
no  good. 

A jew  hours  in  Tacoma  gave  us  the  fol- 
lowing' items : Bill  Conner,  assistant  city 
manager  of  the  Hamrick-Edris  theatres, 
hack  from  his  vacation  and  looking  like 
a million;  Will  Maylon  who  formerly  had 
a dramatic  stock  eomyany  in  these  parts, 
710W  has  the  Maylon  Players.  The  gang 
is  in  rehearsal  for  a show  to  he  offered 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  American 
Legion;  Lyle  Kelly,  doorman  at  the  Roxy 
Theatre,  is  about  to  leave  Tacoma  and 
enter  the  University  of  Washington.  Earl 
Stuard  will  move  from  the  Temple  Theatre 
to  take  Kelly’s  spot,  and  Jim  Brown  will 
take  over  Stuard’s  place  at  the  Temple; 
Marjorie  Cooper  (no  relation)  moves  from 
the  Music  Box  to  the  Blue  Mouse. 

Jack  Flannery,  local  manager  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Service,  about  to  be  very 
busy  over  the  weekend.  Jack  is  expecting 
Harry  Taylor,  coast  division  manager,  in 
for  a conference.  Herb  Cass  will  also  be 
in  from  the  Portland  office  . . . Tom 
O’Donnell,  telling  of  his  plans  to  be  in 
Chicago  for  the  wind-up  of  the  baseball 
season  there,  then  on  to  New  York  for 
the  first  couple  of  games  of  the  World’s 
Series. 

The  Uptown  Theatre,  one  of  the  Ster- 
ling Chain  houses,  recently  reopened  with 
a foreign  picture  policy,  has  switched  hack 
to  the  double  feature  program  with  Ameri- 
ipan  made  product  . . . Death  claimed 
Jacob  Gottstein,  former  theatre  owner  and 
capitalist  of  this  toum.  He  died  sudden- 
ly of  heart  attack. 

Word  from  Atlantic  City  tells  that  An- 
namae  Schoonover,  sponsored  by  the 
Washingtonians,  popped  up  as  third  in 
the  1939  Miss  America  contest.  Annamae 
won  all  contests  in  these  parts  and  was 
queen  of  the  recent  Potlatch  . . . Law- 
rence Tibbett,  nationally  known  baritone 
and  member  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
Co.,  will  sing  at  the  inaugural  ceremony 
of  the  American  Bankers  Ass’n  to  be  held 
at  the  closing  session  of  its  annual  con- 
vention in  Seattle. 


"HAM  & EGGS" 

Certainly  an  oddity  in  this  column,  but 
contrast  that  with  this  one;  The  Exhibitor 
who  sees  confections  carted  into  his  theatre 
daily,  “yet  refuses  to  recojjnize  tliis  incon- 
venience as  a real  opportunity,”  to  cash 
in  on  this 

"A  Necessary  Theatre  Service" 

Confections,  popcorn  and  candies  of  all  kinds 
are  traditional  entertainment  co-partners, 
and  no  individual  opinion,  right  or  wrong, 
will  ever  change  that. 

► ^/pOPCORN  SMITH^^ 

r Box  284,  Seattle 


Golf  fans  are  all  planning  to  he  at  the 
Broadmoor  Golf  course  when  Patty  Berg 
does  her  stuff  for  charity. 

The  great  salmon  fishing  derby  is  over. 
Hundreds  were  boating  around  the  waters 
of  the  Puget  Sound  trying  to  snare  a large 
fish  which  would  enable  them  to  win  one 
of  the  five  automobiles  given  as  first 
prizes.  A mere  slip  of  a girl,  Helen  Go- 
lithon,  took  a boat  and  tried  her  luck,  and 
when  she  got  back  to  land  she  was  the 
women’s  champion  with  her  28-pound,  4- 
ounce  king.  Helen  is  the  wife  of  Jim  Go- 
lithon,  formerly  with  J.  T.  Sheffield  when 
Sheff  was  the  distributor  for  Monogram 
Pictures. 

071  again,  off  again.  Last  week  we  got 
word  that  Ted  Wilson  was  giving  up  his 
theatres  to  accept  a position  in  private 
life.  Now  comes  word  that  Ted  is  keep- 
ing his  theatres  aiid  taking  over  the  op- 
positio7i  house  m Cashmere. 

Fairs  and  pageants  of  all  kinds  are 
playing  an  important  part  in  Washing- 
ton’s Golden  Jubilee  of  statehood.  Mem- 
ory of  early  pioneers  is  being  honored  at 
Puyallup;  Lynden  is  celebrating  with  its 
Northwest  Fair;  Davenport  is  featuring 
the  Lincoln  Fair;  Montesano  the  Gray’s 
Harbor  Harvest  Festival;  Colfax  is  ob- 
serving the  jubilee  with  its  Whitman  Fair; 
the  Douglas  Fair  and  Golden  Jubilee  cele- 
bration are  combined  at  Waterville. 

There’s  a possibility  that  the  French 
film,  “The  Purita7i,’’  over  which  the  Hays 
office,  the  national  board  of  review,  east- 
er7i  critics  and  the  New  York  censor  board 
have  been  argumg  vigorously  of  late,  will 
begi7i  its  first  Seattle  showing  at  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  next  week.  If  the 
film  does  not  arrive  in  time  then  it  will 
play  here  the  last  week  m this  month. 

A visitor  this  week,  and  on  his  way  to 
England  to  join  his  regiment,  is  Charles 
Guy  P\ilke  Greville,  the  seventh  earl  of 
Warwick.  On  the  screen  his  moniker  reads 
Michael  Brooke  . . . Vergil  Rogers,  well 
known  here  as  booker  for  some  south- 
end  theatres,  has  left  for  El  Paso,  Texas, 
to  take  over  the  management  of  a tab 
show  . . . Toby  Leitch,  who  has  been  man- 
aging the  Rialto  ’Theatre,  has  left  to  join 
the  stage  show  at  the  Star  Theatre  in 
Portland.  Toby  will  be  head  comic. 

Dave  Pollock,  brother  of  Elde7i,  of  the 
theatres  in  Mount  Vernon,  has  take7i  the 
big  leap  and  said  “I  do’’  to  the  girl  friend. 
Right  now,  Dave  is  honeymooning  far  away 
from  the  madding  crowds  . . . Mike 
Lyo7is  of  the  Show  Box  is  m the  hospital 
for  a general  check-up  a7id  a complete 
rest. 

Carrying  out  the  theatre’s  recently  an- 
nounced new  policy  of  bigger  and  better 
pictures,  and  bigger  and  better  stage 
shows,  the  Palomar  will  bring  a complete 
new  Major  Bowes  show  to  its  stage  at  the 
termination  of  the  run  of  “The  Old  Maid” 
. . . When  the  Palomar  reopened  its  doors 
with  a straight  picture  policy  for  the  big- 
ger of  the  Warner  pictures,  the  Em- 
bassy, operated  by  Joe  Danz,  a brother  of 
John,  the  Palomar  owner,  featured  a new 
policy  at  his  Embassy  Theatre.  Joe  of- 


Slymie  ITO  Plans 


Los  Angeles  — Conditions  abroad  and 
their  reverberations  in  the  motion  picture 
are,  however  indirectly,  having  their  ef- 
fect on  the  immediate  future  plans  of 
the  ITO  of  Southern  California  and  Ari- 
zona, according  to  Robert  H.  Poole,  execu- 
tive director  of  the  new  advisory  commit- 
tee which  is  now  guiding  the  organiza- 
tion’s destinies  since  its  system  of  govern- 
ment was  revised  recently. 

Poole  reported  he  had  received  a tele- 
gram from  William  F.  Rodgers,  Metro 
sales  chief  and  co-chairman  of  the  trade 
practice  code  committee,  informing  the 
ITO  the  press  of  company  business  in  New 
York  would  force  him,  temporarily,  to 
abandon  his  work  in  connection  with  the 
trade  draft,  in  the  completion  and  adop- 
tion of  which  the  ITO  is  vitally  interested. 
Rodgers  in  his  wire  declared,  however, 
he  recalled  his  promise  to  do  “everything 
in  his  power”  to  complete  his  data  pertain- 
ing to  changes  in  the  code  as  soon  as 
possible  and  to  make  every  effort  to  secure 
two  concessions  requested  by  the  ITO — 
elimination  of  “commercial”  previews  and 
first-run  moveovers  in  this  territory. 

The  ITO,  consequently,  is  marking  time 
on  the  trade  code.  Its  advisory  commit- 
tee, which  replaces  the  president  and  other 
officers  in  a move  designed  to  eliminate 
the  criticism  and  responsibility  usually 
falling  on  the  president,  has  tentatively 
scheduled  a meeting  for  early  in  October 
to  map  detailed  plans  for  the  new  season. 


Back  From  Hawaii 

Libby,  Mont. — Miss  Jean  Kienitz,  man- 
ager of  the  Kootenai  Theatre  here,  and 
a sorority  friend  have  returned  from  a 
vacation  in  Hawaii  with  reports  of  an  en- 
joyable holiday. 


fers  two  features  and  vaudeville,  a policy 
that  has  been  in  favor  for  years  at  the 
Palomar. 

A stranger  in  town  this  week  is  Ray 
Grombacher  from  Portland.  Ray  for  years 
had  a cham  of  houses  in  and  around  Spo- 
kane . . . Ollie  Hartman  of  Grand  Cou- 
lee in  to  do  his  usual  booking  and  get- 
ting a long  distance  call  to  hurry  home 
on  accou7it  of  sudde7i  illness  of  a relative 
. . . Dick  Manheimer,  former  booker  for 
Sterling  Chain,  has  go7ie  into  business  for 
himself  under  the  name  of  Western  Gen- 
eral Discount  Co.  Dick  is  haridling  loans, 
insurance  and  finance  in  general. 

Roy  Peacock  back  from  a trip  through 
Idaho  with  Gordon  Morris  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burt  Monroe  of  Great  Falls,  Mont., 
visiting  the  Leroy  Johnsons  on  their  way 
home  from  the  San  FYancisco  Fair  . . . 
Jimmy  Ewing  in  from  Bonners  Ferry  . . . 
Herb  Batson  leaving  the  Metro  exchange 
to  go  in  business  with  his  father  in  Eve- 
rett. Johnny  Redmond  will  replace  Herb 
. . . Mrs.  Fred  Braden  off  to  San  Fran- 
cisco to  visit  her  son  Ralph  . . . Tom 
Shearer  up  from  Portland  and  previewing 
for  his  friends  the  pictures  of  the  film 
golf  tournament  in  Portland.  The  pictures 
were  made  in  color. 
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F&M  Is  Planning  Two 
Los  Angeles  Units 

Los  Angeles — Fanchon  & Marco  theatre 
interests  announce  plans  to  build  two 
new  theatres  here.  Both  will  be  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  city,  and  plans 
are  currently  being  drawn  up  for  an  early 
construction  start. 


A Wage  Boost  in  New  Pact 
By  Evergreen  and  Union 

Seattle — Union  shop  agreement  has 
been  signed  between  Evergreen  Theatres 
of  Portland,  Ore.,  and  Theatre  Employes’ 
Local  B-20,  which  calls  for  a boost  in 
salaries  straight  across  the  board,  ac- 
cording to  union  officials  representing 
the  theatrical  group. 

The  agreement  was  signed  at  a con- 
ference held  in  Seattle  attended  by  O.  M. 
Jacobson,  international  representative  of 
the  theatre  unions,  and  Prank  Newman 
sr.,  president  of  Evergreen  Theatres.  The 
agreement  affects  approximately  100  door- 
men, cashiers  and  usherettes  in  the  Port- 
land theatres  and  calls  for  a 40-hour  week. 

Others  attending  the  conference  were 
Al  Finkelstein,  Oregon  division  head  for 
Evergreen;  Charles  Crickmore  and  Ernie 
Clark  of  the  stage  employes,  and  Basil 
Gray,  labor  relations  representative  of  the 
Seattle  Theatrical  P^ederation. 


Constanti-Barovic  Feud 
Over  Partnership  Ends 

Seattle — The  long,  drawn-out  battle 
in  the  courts  of  the  Constanti-Barovic 
feud  has  finally  been  closed.  Settlement 
was  made  at  a round  table  conference 
in  the  judge’s  chamber,  with  Mike  Baro- 
vic  paying  the  sum  of  $18,000  to  Pete 
Constant!.  With  the  payment  of  this 
amount,  Barovic  retains  all  the  theatres 
concerned,  and  Constant!  is  severed  as  a 
partner  and  agrees  not  to  enter  the  thea- 
tre business  in  Puyallup  and  Sumner  for 
a period  of  five  years. 

Houses  involved  were  the  two  in  Puyal- 
lup, one  in  Sumner  and  one  in  Tacoma. 
After  an  absence  of  three  years,  Pete  Con- 
stant! claimed  he  was  still  a partner  in 
the  theatres  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mike 
Barovic.  The  supreme  courts  upheld  Con- 
stant!, hence  the  final  settlement.  Con- 
stant! also  has  a theatre  in  Aberdeen, 
which  was  not  involved  in  the  dispute. 


Valley  at  N,  Hollywood 
Closed  for  New  Sound 

North  Hollywood,  Cal. — The  Valley 
Theatre,  one  of  the  Eastland  circuit  houses, 
has  been  closed  temporarily  for  the  in- 
stallation of  new  equipment.  Seating  ca- 
pacity will  also  be  increased. 


Sattinger  Sells  Casino 

Los  Angeles — R.  L.  Sattinger  has  sold 
his  Casino  Theatre  to  Mac  Sinift,  owner 
of  the  Daly  and  Delmar. 


QHARLES  P.  SKOURAS,  Fox  West  Coast 
president,  W.  H.  Lollier,  Bill  Lyris  and 
Andy  Krappman  pulled  out  for  San  Fran- 
cisco to  discuss  progress  of  the  fourth 
National  Theatres  drive  with  Arch  M. 
Bowles,  northern  division  manager  for  the 
FWC  circuit. 

Morton  Vedarian,  son  of  Dan  Vedarian, 
owner  of  the  two  Dundee  service  stations 
on  the  Row,  is  seriously  ill  in  general  hos- 
pital . . . Alex  Mounce  is  getting  care- 
less about  his  new  car — he’s  smashed  up 
the  same  fender  three  times  in  the  past 
three  weeks  . . . Al  Minor,  Burbank  the- 
atre tycoon,  came  in  to  acquire  bookings 
for  his  three  houses  in  that  city  . . . Other 
bookers:  Hugh  Bruen,  Whittier;  Ed  Mc- 
Guire, Colony,  Hollywood;  Claude  Davis, 
Seville,  Inglewood;  Ben  Bronstein,  inde- 
pendent circuit  operator;  Johnny  Hawkins, 
Elite,  Beverly  Hills. 


^HE  office  force  at  the  RKO  exchange 
need  gas  masks,  what  with  all  the 
remodeling  going  on  there.  When  it  is 
completed,  about  four  weeks,  it  will  give 
them  one  of  the  really  modern  exchanges 
on  the  Row.  Plans  call  for  complete  re- 
modeling of  offices,  poster  and  restrooms, 
with  the  addition  of  a large  recreation 
room  on  the  second  floor.  Joe  Ashby, 
manager,  will  get  an  enlarged  private  of- 
fice, better  accommodations  are  being  af- 
forded the  salesmen,  and  the  accessory 
department  will  be  more  easily  accessible. 
New  office  furniture  will  be  installed,  and 
the  entire  building  will  be  air-conditioned. 

Pictures  taken  at  the  picnic  were  shown 
at  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club  rooms 
Friday  and  Saturday,  with  large  numbers 
present  to  view  them.  All  the  film  taken 
by  various  ones  was  shown. 

C.  L.  Canda  of  Westcliffe,  Colo.,  has 
bought  the  Spur  Theatre  at  Spurlock,  Colo., 
from  R.  R.  Spurlock. 

John  Mattern  has  reopened  the  Rialto 
at  Fruita,  Colo.,  after  his  purchase  and 
remodeling. 

J.  J.  Morgan,  manager  of  the  National 
Theatre  Supply  branch,  is  on  a sales  trip 
to  Montana. 

Tom  Paulos,  Paonia,  Colo.,  exhibitor, 
has  gone  to  Montana  with  his  family  on 
their  annual  vacation. 

Sam  Reed,  local  RCA  manager,  left  on  a 
six  to  eight-week  sales  trip  to  the  Salt 
Lake  territory.  Sam  spent  last  week  in 
Kansas  City  at  a sales  meeting  of  RCA- 
Photophone  salesmen. 

G.  F.  Holly  of  the  national  service  de- 
partment of  RCA,  Camden,  N.  J.,  was 
through  Denver  on  his  way  to  the  west 
coast. 

Frank  Foley,  formerly  of  GB  here,  has 
returned  to  Denver  for  an  operation.  He 
resigned  as  Monogram  booker  in  Kansas 
City  under  Douglas  Desch. 


George  Bowser,  one  of  Fox  West  Coast’s 
district  managers,  spent  the  weekend  in 
San  Diego  on  theatre  business  . . . Earl 
Strebe’s  Palm  Springs  Theatre  has  just 
installed  new  Kroehler  Push-Back  seats 
. . . Dick  Russell,  who  runs  a “country 
store”  giveaway  in  San  Francisco,  has 
opened  an  office  in  the  Astor  Pictures  ex- 
change . . . Three  more  theatres  have  been 
added  to  the  Exhibitors  Service  clientele 
by  Harry  Rackin.  They  include  George 
Fink’s  Metro  and  Coronet,  in  San  Diego, 
and  Jack  Drew’s  new  Lake  . . . L.  W. 
Allen  of  the  Southgate  Theatre,  South- 
gate,  has  returned  from  a fishing  trip 
to  Washington,  where  he  managed  to  land 
a 16-pound  silver  salmon. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Kelso  are  in  for  a 
short  vacation.  Kelso  is  gejieral  manager 
of  the  San  Jose  Amusement  Co.  . . . Bess 
Ginsey  of  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.  and  Bertise 
Banner,  Universal  billing  clerk,  pulled  out 
for  late-season  vacations  . . . Grover  Smith, 
operator  of  the  Cosmo  and  Roxy  theatres 
in  Glendale,  planed  to  Hew  York  on  busi- 
ness . . . Universal’s  local  office  is  still 
holding  on  to  first  place  nationally  in  that 
exhibitors’  sales  drive  . . . Earl  Strebe  has 
appointed  William  Cunningham  as  man- 
ager of  his  Balboa  and  Newport  theatres. 

United  Artists  held  a trade  screening  of 
“The  Real  Glory,”  latest  Samuel  Goldwyn 
production  starring  Gary  Cooper,  at  the 
Fox  Boulevard  Theatre.  Showing  was  at- 
tended by  local  exhibitors  . . . Coast  Pic- 
tures is  handling  local  distribution  on 
“The  Crisis,”  the  war  film,  not  Tri-Na- 
tional Films,  as  was  erroneously  reported 
. . . Mel  Levinson,  head  man  at  Metro 
Premium,  hurried  east  for  his  father’s 
funeral  . . . Louis  Berkhoff  reports  he  is 
doing  turnaway  business  with  the  peren- 
nial Hedy  Lamarr  picture,  “Ecstasy,”  at 
the  Cinema  Theatre  . . . George  Giroux, 
Technicolor  representative,  was  a Filmrow 
visitor. 

Bud  Meyers  of  Coast  Pictures  pulled 
out  for  San  Bernardmo  and  vicinity  oji  a 
selling  trip  . . . The  Majority  of  exhibi- 
tors trekking  in  for  bookings  reported  that 
the  southland’s  sudden  and  intense  heat 
wave  caused  a temporary  nosedive  in  at- 
tendance . . . Visitors  included  Ben  Pes- 
kay  and  Sam  Decker,  operators  of  the 
Banner  and  Palms;  Max  Gardens  of  the 
Roslyn;  New  Calvi,  Lomita,  Lornita;  Gene 
Berkhoff  of  the  La  Tosca  and  Cinema; 
Murray  Hawkins,  Swan  circuit;  Dan  Irvine, 
Gem,  Southgate. 


Majestic  Has  War  Film 

Los  Angeles — Majestic  Pictures  has  ac- 
quired territorial  distribution  rights  to  “It 
Can  Happen  Again,”  a documentary  anti- 
war feature  comprising  newsreel  clips  from 
the  last  World  War. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
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^HE  50  film  players  who  journeyed  up 

from  Hollywood  to  put  on  their  daffy 
baseball  game  here  Sunday,  September  17, 
gave  the  city  quite  a film-town  atmosphere 
for  the  weekend.  The  game,  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  four  San  Francisco  news- 
papers in  the  interests  of  their  annual 
Christmas  fund  for  needy  children,  drew 
13,000  spectators  and  assured  a Merry 
Christmas  for  thousands  of  the  Bay 
Area’s  underprivileged.  Scheduled  for  nine 
innings,  the  game  came  to  an  abrupt  end 
in  the  fourth  when  fans  swarmed  on  the 
field  at  Seals’  Stadium  to  obtain  auto- 
graphs. The  papers  state  the  comedians 
won  by  a score  of  21  to  11,  but  there  will 
always  be  a doubt  in  the  minds  of  the 
spectators.  AU  the  stars  appeared  at  an 
“open  to  the  public”  cocktail  party  at  the 
St.  Francis  Hotel,  the  proceeds  also  going 
to  charity. 

Charles  Levison,  who  appears  on  the 
screen  under  the  name  of  Charles  Lee, 
was  in  town  for  a few  days  with  Victor 
Jory.  Levison,  who  is  a member  of  a promi- 
nent San  Francisco  family,  spent  several 
days  here  renewing  acquaintances,  and 
then  left  on  a Klamath  fishing  trip  with 
his  brother  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jory.  Levison 
has  appeared  in  80  pictures  during  the  past 
year,  and  is  taking  advantage  of  a war- 
time lull  at  his  studio  for  a vacation. 

Jose  Iturbi,  Spanish  composer-pianist 
who  has  caught  the  eye  of  Hollywood  pro- 
ducers because  of  his  current  rise  to  popu- 
larity, was  guest  conductor  at  a concert  of 
the  Treasure  Island  symphony  sei'ies  early 
this  week.  Miliza  Korjus,  Hungarian  screen 
star,  appeared  on  the  second  concert  of  the 
series  with  Albert  Coates  as  guest  con- 
ductor. Leopold  Stokowski  will  conduct  the 
third  and  last  of  the  series. 

“Four  Feathers,”  British-made  film  re- 
leased through  United  Artists,  has  com- 
pleted its  fourth  capacity -house  week  at 
the  United  Artists  here.  “Winter  Carnival” 
followed  it. 

Ramblings  on  the  Row;  Employes  at  the 
exchanges  were  taking  it  as  easy  as  pos- 
sible all  this  week  because  of  the  heat  spell. 
The  warm  weather  was  blamed  for  a gen- 
eral boxoffice  decline  at  local  theatres, 
which  already  had  been  hit  by  radio  war 
news  competition. 

The  San  Francisco  Universal  branch  has 
rated  second  each  week  to  the  Los  Angeles 
exchange  in  the  contest  being  held  during 
the  exhibitor -sponsored  testimonial  drive. 

Previews  of  the  week  included  Warner’s 
“Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass;”  M-G-M’s 
“Thunder  Afloat,”  and  Paramount’s 
“Honeymoon  in  Bali.” 

Mel  Hulling,  district  manager  for  Mono- 
gram, is  on  a flying  trip  to  the  north  . . . 
Among  visitors  to  the  Row  were  Emery 
Clover  of  the  Rex  Theatre,  Oroville,  Cal.; 
A.  Blanco,  who  runs  houses  in  Sunnyville 
and  Mountain  View,  Cal.;  G.  W.  Taylor, 
Brookings,  Ore.,  independent  circuit  owner; 
Leo  Reese  of  the  Orpheum,  Lakeport,  Cal.; 
Dan  Tocchini  of  the  El  Rey  in  Sebastopol, 


Cal.,  and  Tom  Malloy,  who  has  the  Fox 
and  Uptown  theatres  in  Napa,  Cal. 

Another  visitor  was  Walter  Kopfelt,  who 
will  be  manager  of  the  new  Tower  Theatre 
in  Santa  Rosa,  opening  of  which  is  set  for 
the  first  week  in  October.  He  was  in  town 
with  his  bosses,  Burmy  Lustig  and  A.  Sims 
of  Los  Angeles,  who  plan  to  open  houses  in 
several  cities  in  this  area. 

Dan  Cupid  was  head  man  at  two  ex- 
changes. Anne  Sammil,  availability  clerk 
at  Warner,  was  married  to  Robert  Sharp. 
Louise  Hogan,  M-G-M,  announced  her  en- 
gagement to  Richard  J.  DeGloria. 

Ellis  Levy’s  former  dream  that  turned 
into  a nightmare,  the  Shalimar  Bowl, 
again  is  being  used  for  roller  skating.  The 
building  looks  as  if  a fair  sized  cyclone 
had  hit  it. 

Sally  Rand  (the  new  exposition  theme 
gal)  has  moved  out  of  the  Music  Box  and 
is  appearing  only  in  the  Gay  Paree,  the  re- 
modeled Greenwich  Village  on  Treasure 
Island.  She  now  runs  three  shows  there, 
the  Nude  Ranch,  Miss  America  and  her  big 
show  in  which  she  appears  in  person. 

The  Golden  Gate  Theatre,  showing  single 
bills  with  vaudeville,  still  is  topping  the 
town  with  its  55-cent  top  price.  All  other 
local  first  runs  are  still  at  40  cents. 

Western  Poster  here  is  exceedingly  quiet, 
due  to  the  absence  of  Murray  Philips,  who 
is  vacationing,  we  are  led  to  believe  by  his 
cohorts.  Any  way  he  seems  to  be  nicely 
missed. 

National  Theatre  Supply  here  installed 
all  the  projection  and  sound  for  the  new 
Santa  Rosa  house,  the  Tower  . . . Jim 
Riley’s  Pacific  Coast  Theatrical  Supply  in- 
stalled all  the  new  seats  in  the  Roosevelt 
in  Oakland  for  M.  Mitchell.  Thirteen  hun- 
dred of  the  new  International’s  U-16  seats 
were  used  . . . National  installed  the  new 
projection  equipment  in  the  Roosevelt  in 
Oakland,  and  also  installed  new  Simplex 
in  the  Senator  in  Sacramento  and  the  Or- 
pheum in  Oakland. 

Ruth  Washer  “Aaron  Goldberg’s  favorite 
gal  Friday,”  is  back  after  her  vacation  and 
boasts  of  catching  fish.  Aaron  claims  the 
proof  of  the  fishing  is  in  the  eating  and  he 
hasn’t  been  eating  fish  for  some  time. 

That  crazy  ball  game  between  fUm  lead- 
ing men  and  comedians  had  a nice  kick- 
back.  Maury  Amsterdam,  one-time  radio 
and  theatre  favorite,  was  asked  to  an- 
nounce the  game  over  the  public  address 
system.  George  L.  Riccomi,  owner  of  the 
Music  Box,  heard  Amsterdam  and  decided 
he  was  just  the  one  to  headline  his  new 
show.  As  a result,  Amsterdam  and  his 
comedienne  partner,  Mabel  Todd,  have  de- 
layed a visit  to  New  York  where  they  will 
be  featured  in  Cole  Porter’s  new  show. 

Wally  Feahan  is  back  in  town  again  . . . 
Edna  Schafer  is  back  at  Warner  after  a 
vacation. 

Employes  gave  Harry  Hunsacher  a birth- 
day party  in  his  Liberty  Theatre  in  Marys- 
ville. 


Calif.  Allied  Passes  Up 
Weekly  Board  Meeting 

Los  Angeles — With  James  C.  Quinn,  its 
executive  secretary,  busy  on  last-minute 
details  preceding  the  opening  of  his  new 
Monterey  Theatre  and  Treasurer  Fred 
Hirshon  still  vacationing.  Allied  States 
passed  up  its  regular  weekly  board  of  di- 
rectors meeting.  President  Seth  Perkins 
will  shortly  set  a date  for  a “pep”  session 
to  which  all  independent  showmen  will  be 
invited  and  which  will  launch  the  exhibi- 
tor body’s  fall  membership  drive. 

Quinn’s  theatre,  located  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city,  is  scheduled  to  open  Sep- 
tember 24. 


M.  Mitchell  Is  Reopening 
Roosevelt  in  Oakland 

San  Francisco — M.  Mitchell,  former  own- 
er of  the  Larkin  Theatre  here,  is  reopen- 
ing the  Roosevelt  in  Oakland.  The  house 
is  being  rapidly  remodeled  after  a long 
period  of  darkness  and  will  be  managed 
by  Rene  Lamarre,  former  manager  of  the 
President  in  San  Francisco. 


Two  Harvey  Shifts 

San  Francisco — Shifts  in  the  Harvey 
circuit  include  the  transfer  of  Maurice 
Lathrop  of  the  Oakdale  to  the  Menlo  and 
Mayfield,  and  the  assignment  of  Roy 
Sommers,  formerly  of  McCloud,  to  Por- 
tola. 


Legit  Curran  Relighted 

San  Francisco — After  being  dark  all 
summer,  the  legitimate  Curran  here  has 
reopened  with  a revival  of  “The  Desert 
Song,”  starring  Perry  Askam,  a San  Fran- 
cisco favorite.  This  will  be  followed  early 
in  October  with  “A  Night  at  the  Moulin 
Rouge.” 


^AlILT  IILAKIE 

DEMONSTRATION  of  television  for 
members  of  the  local  Advertising  Club 
was  held  here  at  the  KDYL  playhouse 
. . . The  Paramount  reopened  here  for  the 
fall  season  with  “'The  Rains  Came.” 
Charles  Pincus,  former  manager  of  the 
Centre,  has  been  shifted  to  the  Para- 
mount, while  C.  Clare  Woods,  formerly 
of  the  Paramount,  goes  to  the  Centre. 

“Beau  Geste”  has  gone  into  the  Studio 
for  a second  week  . . . The  Roxy  housed 
a three-day  presentation  of  “Tobacco 
Road,”  September  18-19-20  . . . Metro  will 
trade-show  “Babes  in  Arms”  and  “Nin- 
otchka”  here  . . . Nina  Scott,  cashier  at 
Sheffield- Republic,  is  vacationing  in  south- 
ern Utah. 

A1  O’Keefe,  Universal  division  manager, 
was  here  several  days  getting  C.  R.  Wade, 
new  branch  manager,  off  on  the  right 
foot.  Wade  succeeded  Mat  Aparton,  who 
was  shifted  to  Seattle  . . . O.  J.  Hazen 
of  Service  Theatre  Supply  says  he  did 
all  right  on  a business  trip  over  the 
northern  part  of  the  state. 
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Convention  Plans  Get 
ATOI's  Attention 

Indianapolis — Plans  for  the  13th  an- 
nual convention  and  trade  show  here  Oc- 
tober 23  and  24  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  first  fall  meeting  of  the  Associated 
Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana  directorate 
Tuesday.  A tentative  program  for  the 
forthcoming  affair  was  read  for  approval 
of  the  board. 

Present  were:  William  T.  Studebaker, 
Logansport;  H.  Lisle  Kreighbaum,  Roches- 
ter; Bruce  Kixmiller,  Bicknell;  Frank 
Sanders,  Indianapolis;  Leonard  Sowar, 
Muncie;  Isaac  R.  Holycross,  Anderson;  Roy 
Harrold,  Rushville;  Herb  Johnson,  Madi- 
son; Tom  C.  Baker,  Indianapolis;  Sam 
Neall,  Kokomo;  Harry  Markun,  Indian- 
apolis; Maurice  Rubin,  Michigan  City; 
Ernie  Miller,  Indianapolis;  Alex  Manta, 
Chicago;  Carl  Niesse,  Indianapolis. 


Around  150  Attend  Trade 
Outing  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — Some  150  theatremen  turn- 
ed out  September  18  for  an  outing  and 
celebration  of  the  industry’s  50th  anni- 
versary at  the  Lake  Geneva  Hotel,  Lake 
Geneva,  Wis. 

Managers  and  salesmen  of  all  the  local 
exchanges  were  on  hand  for  the  fun  fest 
as  well  as  many  local  exhibitors.  The 
weather  was  ideal  and  participants  con- 
fined their  activities  to  golf  and  having  a 
good  time,  followed  by  a banquet  in  the 
evening.  There  was  no  speaking  program 
held  in  connection  with  the  affair,  ar- 
rangements for  which  were  in  the  capable 
hands  of  E.  F.  Maertz,  Milwaukee,  presi- 
dent of  the  Independent  Theatres  Protec- 
tive Ass’n  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Mich- 
igan, Inc. 

Out-of-state  guests  included  Allen  Usher, 
Paramount  district  manager  from  Chi- 
cago. 


Plans  Are  Completed  ior 
New  Carbondale  Theatre 

Carbondale,  III. — Plans  are  completed 
for  the  new  1,100-seat,  $100,000  theatre 
and  store  building  to  be  built  here  by  the 
I.  W.  Rodgers  circuit  of  Cairo,  111. 

Plans  prepared  by  O.  W.  Stiegemeyer, 
St.  Louis  architect,  call  for  a one-story 
building  of  the  semi-stadium  type.  The 
building  also  will  contain  five  store  rooms. 


Builds  in  Roxana 

Roxana,  III. — Albert  Crichlow  of  Alton 
plans  the  erection  of  a theatre  here  at 
an  early  date.  Plans  and  specifications 
for  the  project  have  been  prepared  by 
O.  W.  Stiegemeyer. 


Open  in  Fairfield 

Fairfield,  III. — Pitner  & Barnes’  new 
450-seater  here  has  opened  for  business. 


Jack  Benny  Will  Emcee 
For  Legionnaires 

Chicago — About  a quarter  million 
legionnaires  and  their  families  are  ex- 
pected to  leave  more  than  $15,000,000 
in  the  Windy  City  during  the  American 
Legion  convention  that  will  be  held 
here  September  25  to  28.  These  fig- 
ures come  from  Philip  W.  Collins, 
executive  vice-president  of  the  con- 
vention corporation. 

Jack  (Buck)  Benny  will  ride  again  as 
master  of  ceremonies  at  one  of  the 
feature  events  of  the  convention.  He 
will  also  be  guest  of  one  of  the  "We 
the  People"  broadcasts  during  his  stay 
here. 

Bingo  Restrainer  Suit 
Is  Under  Advisement 

Milwaukee — Circuit  Judge  Charles  L. 
Aarons  has  taken  under  advisement  the 
suit  of  Charles  W.  Trampe,  president  of 
Film  Service,  Inc.,  to  restrain  Edward 
Zrinsek,  operator  of  the  Bahn  Frei  hall 
here  from  permitting  Bingo  games  at  the 
hall. 

Games  were  conducted  five  nights  a 
week  by  the  St.  Victor’s  society  of  the 
Polish  Women’s  alliance  and  by  the  auxil- 
iary to  the  fife  and  drum  corps  of  the 
Sons  of  Union  Veterans,  according  to  tes- 
timony. Weekly  awards,  it  was  brought 
out,  totaled  about  $2,000. 

Zrinsek  defended  renting  the  hall  for 
Bingo,  pointing  out  that  the  Auditorium 
was  rented  for  skat  and  schafskopf  tour- 
naments with  money  prizes  for  the  win- 
ners. 

Trampe  contends  the  Bingo  games  are 
a public  nuisance. 

Impetus  to  barring  theatre  games,  but 
not  necessarily  Bingo  sponsored  by  church 
groups,  was  given  when  the  state  assem- 
’oly  passed  by  a voice  vote  the  Paulson 
bill.  It  has  been  sent  to  the  assembly 
for  action. 

The  measure  was  introduced  early  in 
the  session  before  the  state  supreme  court 
held  Bank  Night  to  be  a lottery.  It  has 
been  opposed  by  independent  exhibitors 
on  the  grounds  that  it  would  prevent  them 
from  offering  giveaways. 

A companion  measure  by  Paulson,  which 
would  permit  invoking  the  padlock  law 
against  buildings  in  which  lotteries  are 
conducted,  is  still  pending  in  the  senate. 

At  Sparta,  Bingo  operators  playing  the 
local  fair,  changed  the  name  of  the  game 
to  “Group  Baseball,”  reported  to  be  one 
of  the  approved  games  on  the  state  de- 
partment of  agriculture  and  markets’  list. 
Bingo  was  permitted  at  the  Wisconsin 
State  Fair  here,  despite  a circuit  court 
ruling  prohibiting  it  at  the  Midsummer 
Festival  in  Milwaukee  in  July. 


Son  to  Jesse  Stucky 

Warren,  Ind. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Stucky 
are  the  proud  parents  of  a boy.  Stucky 
operates  the  Savoy  Theatre  here. 


Chicago  Takes  Show 
Sharp  Improvement 

Chicago — Business  has  taken  a sudden 
spurt  upward  in  the  last  ten  days  in  the 
Chicago  area,  with  both  loop  and  subur- 
ban theatres  doing  from  10  to  25  per  cent 
better  business. 

M-G-M’s  “The  Women”  was  literally 
“mopping  up”  at  the  United  Artists  this 
week,  with  the  picture  expected  to  go  any- 
where from  four  to  eight  weeks  in  the 
loop.  “Beau  Geste”  was  holding  up  well 
for  its  second  week  at  the  Chicago  The- 
atre. All  other  pictures  were  doing  cor- 
respondingly better  than  normal  business 
in  the  loop,  and  most  double-bill  com- 
binations in  the  subsequents  were  above 
average. 


Hollywood  Game  Hearing 
Scheduled  ior  Sept,  23 

Milwaukee — Arguments  are  scheduled 
September  23  in  federal  district  court 
upon  the  contention  of  the  Hollywood 
Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Chicago,  which  is 
seeking  an  injunction  to  prevent  police 
from  interfering  with  the  playing  of  Holly- 
wood, that  certain  parts  of  a reply  by 
Police  Chief  Joseph  T.  Kluchesky  to  the 
action  should  not  be  admitted. 

Charles  Swidler,  counsel  for  the  Holly- 
wood company,  opposed  on  September  18 
before  Federal  Judge  F.  Ryan  Duffy,  16 
portions  of  the  city’s  answer  on  behalf  of 
Chief  Kluchesky. 

Atty.  Swidler  asked  that  the  portion  of 
the  answer  citing  the  city  charter  pro- 
vision requiring  the  police  chief  to  en- 
force state  laws,  including  those  with 
respect  to  lotteries,  be  banned.  He  also 
requested  the  court  to  deny  reference  to 
other  city  and  state  laws. 

The  city’s  reply  to  the  Hollywood  com- 
pany’s action  holds  that  the  legislature 
has  authorized  cities  to  order  police  de- 
partments to  seize  lottery  and  gambling 
devices  and  equipment.  Acting  under  this 
provision,  local  police  have  seized  45  items 
of  equipment,  valued  at  $200,  at  ten 
different  theatres. 

The  Hollywood  company  contends  that 
the  game  is  not  a lottery  and  is  not  subject 
to  the  recent  state  supreme  court  ruling 
which  held  Bank  Night  to  be  a lottery. 

Indianapolis  Cooperative 
Is  Opening  Ofiices 

Indianapolis — Offices  of  the  recently 
formed  Indianapolis  Cooperative  Theatres, 
Inc.,  headed  by  Harry  Markun,  president, 
Oscar  Kuschner  and  Irving  Tamler,  will 
be  opened  here  soon. 

Otto  Ebert,  manager  of  the  Daisy  The- 
atre, Indianapolis,  will  be  booker  for  the 
new  corporation  and  Miss  Margaret  Jane 
Kurtz,  now  with  the  20th  Century-Fox 
office  here,  wall  join  the  new  booking  com- 
pany as  stenographer. 
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St.  Louis  Operators 
Offer  New  Contract 

St.  Louis — The  Motion  Picture  Opera- 
tors Union  No.  143  has  submitted  a new 
working  agreement  contract  to  the  St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.  to  replace  the  one 
which  expired  September  1. 

Officers  of  the  union  are  hopeful  the 
new  contract  will  iron  out  differences 
with  the  amusement  company  that  re- 
sulted when  the  Pageant  Theatre  reopen- 
ed with  Thomas  Canavan  and  Wallace 
O’Donnell  as  the  projectionists. 

Canavan  and  O’Donnell,  who  were 
among  the  members  of  Local  No.  143  who 
supported  lATSE  ’Vice-President  John  P. 
Nick  in  his  efforts  to  retain  control  of 
the  local’s  affairs,  were  suspended  by  the 
new  union  officers  when  they  failed  to 
appear  before  the  local’s  executive  board 
to  explain  why  they  left  jobs  to  which 
they  had  been  assigned  for  several  years 
to  take  over  the  Pageant  projection  po- 
sitions. 

The  operators  let  out  at  the  Pageant  to 
make  way  for  Canavan  and  O’Donnell  were 
among  the  union  members  who  support- 
ed the  fight  to  oust  Nick. 

The  union’s  executive  committee  was 
scheduled  to  meet  to  consider  what  action 
to  take  on  the  employment  of  the  sus- 
pended men  and  to  report  what  reaction 
was  received  from  the  new  contract  sub- 
mitted to  the  officers  of  St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment. 

In  addition  to  suspending  Canavan  and 
O’Donnell  for  taking  the  jobs  at  the 
Pageant,  the  union’s  executive  committee 
suspended  projectionists  employed  at  the 
Lafayette  and  Shady  Oak  theatres  where 
Canavan  and  O’Donnell  formerly  worked. 

Officials  of  the  theatre  circuit  have  re- 
fused to  accept  the  substitute  operators 
sent  to  the  Pageant,  Lafayette  and  Shady 
Oak  by  the  new  officers  of  Local  No.  143. 

St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  theatres  are 
operated  by  Fanchon  & Marco  imder  a 
management  contract. 

Meeting  Was  Promised 

Recently  when  injunction  suits  brought 
by  the  owners  of  the  Bremen  Theatre  and 
the  O’Fallon  Theatre,  two  of  the  Kaimann 
houses,  against  officials  of  the  imions 
were  settled  by  agreement  it  was  decided 
that  Kaimann  would  endeavor  to  bring 
about  a meeting  between  the  labor  com- 
mittee of  the  theatre  owners  organization 
and  the  union  officials.  Fred  Wehrenberg, 
president  of  the  local  MPTOA  unit,  said 
that  the  time  for  the  meeting  would  be  set 
when  Kaimann  returned  to  town. 

The  Kaimann  theatres  are  the  O’Fallon, 
Baden,  Ashland,  Pauline,  Bremen,  Salis- 
bury, Robin,  Queens,  Circle,  Lee,  Janet, 
Lowell  and  Bridge.  All  of  these  houses 
are  not  owned  by  the  Kaimann,  some 
merely  have  a booking  and  advertising 
arrangement  with  the  circuit. 

For  a while  prior  to  the  settlement  of 
the  injunction  suits  the  ushers’  imion  had 
been  picketing  some  of  the  houses. 

'The  contract  of  the  ushers  imion  with 
the  theatres  expired  on  June  14.  It  is 
understood  that  the  theatre  owners  were 
willing  to  permit  the  old  contract  to  be 
continued  for  another  year  on  the  old 
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They  View  Production — 

Eddie  Albert  poses  for  the  photographer  unth  Giro  Pedrucci,  of  the  Frisina 
Amusement  Co.,  Springfield,  III.,  who  visited  the  “Four  Wives”  set  at  the 
Warner  studio  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  daughter. 


basis,  especially  as  to  wages,  but  the  union 
is  said  to  have  asked  for  substantial  wage 
increases  all  along  the  line. 

It  is  understood  the  demands  of  Local 
2-B  were  for  the  following  scale  to  pre- 
vail in  the  Class  A houses,  which  includes 
the  first  runs:  Cashiers,  ticket  takers  and 
doormen,  58  cents  per  hour;  ushers,  ma- 
trons and  attendants,  53  cents  per  hour; 
Cloakroom  attendants  and  pages,  51  cents 
per  hour,  cleaners  and  porters,  67  cents 
per  hour,  and  chief  of  service,  68  cents 
per  hour.  Heretofore  the  cashiers,  ticket 
takers  and  doormen  have  been  receiving 
40  cents  p>er  hour,  ushers  and  matrons, 
etc.,  30  cents  per  hour  and  the  cleaners 
and  porters,  35  cents  per  hour. 

For  the  Class  B houses  the  demands 
were:  Cashiers,  ticket  takers,  cleaners 
and  porters,  55  cents  per  hour  compared 
with  the  old  scale  of  40  cents,  and  ushers 
50  cents  as  against  35  cents  per  hour. 

The  stagehands’  union  has  demanded 
that  members  of  that  organization  be 
employed  for  maintenance  work  around 
the  theatres.  Stagehands  receive  $75  per 
week.  Originally  the  union  wanted  a stage- 
hand for  each  house,  but  recent  indica- 
tions were  officials  of  the  union  would 
agree  to  have  one  maintenance  handle 
two  or  even  three  theatres  in  certain  sit- 
uations. 

Recently  the  Film  Exchange  Employes’ 
Union.  Local  1-B,  also  affiliated  with  the 
lATSE,  asked  'William  Brandt,  secretary 
of  the  Central  'Trades  Labor  Union,  to  use 
his  influence  to  bring  about  a peaceful 
settlement  of  the  controversy.  Brandt  is 
co-receiver  for  the  Moving  Picture  and 
Projection  Machine  Operators’  Union. 

While  in  St.  Louis  on  September  12, 
William  Green,  president  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  said  that  Brandt 
had  accepted  the  appointment  as  co-re- 
ceiver for  the  projectionists’  union, 
“thoughtlessly,  in  violation  of  the  clear  and 
definite  policy  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor.” 

Brandt  was  appointed  receiver  for  the 
projectionists  union  following  court  pro- 
ceedings brought  by  a large  number  of 
the  members  of  the  union  who  objected 
to  the  administration  of  its  affairs  by 
John  P.  Nick,  vice-president  of  the  lATSE. 
Green  said  that  the  AFL  was  deeply  con- 
cerned over  the  invasion  of  the  union’s 
affairs  by  a court.  He  pointed  out  mem- 


bers of  a church  congregation  settled  dis- 
putes among  themselves  without  interfer- 
ence from  the  courts. 

He  contended  that  the  men  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  way  the  union  was 
being  conducted  had  the  privilege  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  higher  tribunals  within  the 
union. 

“What  can  the  AFL  do  when  violations 
of  the  rights  of  members  of  a local  are 
ignored  by  the  international  union  to 
which  the  local  belongs?”  he  was  asked. 

“There  is  very  little  the  AFL  can  do  to 
inject  itself  into  the  affairs  of  the  in- 
ternational,” he  replied.  He  then  added 
that  the  AFL  is  opposed  to  racketeering 
in  labor  unions.  He  said  that  a vital 
principle  was  involved  in  the  case  of  the 
projectionists’  union,  because  labor  always 
has  been  opposed  to  coui’ts  taking  over 
their  unions. 

He  was  then  informed  that  Secretary 
Brandt  is  highly  respected  in  St.  Louis  and 
vicinity  for  his  unceasing  efforts  to  rid 
the  labor  movement  of  racketeers.  “I 
know  he  accepted  the  co-receivership  with 
lofty  motives  and  ideals,  and  a desire  to 
be  of  service,”  Green  replied.  He  said 
that  he  knew  Brandt  to  be  a man  of 
“unselfish  character”  and  added  that  no 
drastic  action  would  be  taken  against  him 
because  he  accepted  the  appointment  from 
Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F.  Oakley. 

Brandt  Roundly  Scores 
AFL's  William  Green 

St.  Louis — William  Brandt,  secretary  of 
the  St.  Louis  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Union  and  co-receiver  for  Local  No.  143, 
roundly  scored  William  Green,  president 
of  the  AFL,  for  what  Brandt  termed 
Green’s  failure  to  authorize  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  internal  affairs  of  Local  No. 
143. 

Brandt’s  statement  was  an  answer  to 
Green’s  criticism  of  Brandt  for  accept- 
ing the  court  appointment  as  co-receiver 
for  the  operators  union,  after  Circuit 
Judge  Ernest  F.  Oakley  had  ousted  John 
P.  Nick  from  control  of  the  local. 

Brandt  said  that  if  Green  had  sent  an 
official  union  investigator  to  St.  Louis  as 
requested  in  a resolution  adopted  by  the 
Central  Trades  and  Labor  Union  last 
January,  the  matter  would  never  have 
got  into  court  and  his  acceptance  of  the 
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co-receivership  appointment  would  not 
have  become  necessary. 

“Mr.  Green  takes  care  of  and  looks  out 
for  his  constituents,  the  international 
unions,”  Brandt  said.  “I  take  care  of  and 
look  out  for  our  locals  here  in  St.  Louis 
and  the  general  labor  movement  in  St. 
Louis. 

“I  have  no  regrets  about  what  I have 
done  and  no  personal  animosity  toward 
President  Green.  He  is  1,000  miles  away 
from  St.  Louis  and  doesn’t  know  what  has 
happened  in  St.  Louis.  We  here  in  St. 
Louis  do  know.  It  has  been  on  the  front 
pages  of  the  newspapers  and  in  the  courts. 

“If  President  Green  had  taken  our  ad- 
vice, as  adopted  per  our  resolution  last 
January,  which  was  forwarded  to  him,  and 
sent  a man  here  to  investigate  Local  No. 
143,  the  matter  never  would  have  gotten 
on  the  front  pages  and  never  would  have 
gotten  into  the  courts. 

“But  now  it  is  in  the  courts  and  I ac- 
cepted that  position  as  co-receiver  and 
put  in  a program  looking  forward  to  a 
settlement.  The  local  people  (members 
of  the  union)  wanted  to  settle  and  the 
international  wouldn’t,  so  it’s  still  in  the 
courts. 

“All  my  efforts  have  been  toward  set- 
tlement of  this  unhappy  affair,  but  I con- 
fess I haven’t  been  very  successful.  The 
courts  will  have  to  settle  it.” 

James  A.  McKeown  also  is  co-receiver 
for  the  local. 

Walter  Easley  Opens  New 
Theatre  in  Greensburg 

Greensburg,  Ind. — Walter  P.  Easley, 
operator  of  the  KofP  Theatre  here,  for- 
mally opened  his  newly  constructed  Tree 
Theatre  Tuesday,  September  19,  The  the- 
atre seats  500  and  is  of  modern  construc- 
tion. It  was  named  for  the  tree  which 
grows  out  of  the  top  of  the  Court  House 
and  for  which  Greensburg  is  famous. 
Easley  plans  to  operate  both  houses  full 
time. 


Long-Termer  to  Stewart 

Hollywood — Kay  Stewart  has  signed  a 
new  long-term  acting  contract  at  Para- 
mount. 


Move  for  "Hardy"  Film 


Indianapolis — State  and  civic  leaders 
are  supporting  a movement  to  bring  the 
“Judge  Hardy  Family”  to  Indiana  to  make 
a film,  as  the  result  of  a luncheon  meet- 
ing held  at  the  Hotel  Lincoln  here. 

Plans  were  outlined  for  the  campaign  on 
the  premise  that  Indiana  is  noted  as  an 
“average  state.”  A petition  to  be  signed 
by  thousands  of  Indiana  theatregoers  will 
be  sent  to  the  studio. 

Gov.  M.  Clifford  Townsend  already  has 
addressed  a letter  to  Lewis  Stone,  portrayer 
of  the  “Judge  Hardy”  role,  pointing  out 
that  because  the  Hardy  Family  “is  the 
movie’s  typical  family,  it  would  be  fitting 
that  the  group  make  a picture  in  Indiana, 
which  contains  Muncie,  the  average  United 
States  city.” 

Columbia  Concludes 
Deals  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — It  is  learned  Columbia  has 
concluded  1939-40  product  deals  with  first, 
second,  third,  fourth  and  subsequent  run 
houses  here  on  a basis  believed  to  have 
set  a local  high  mark  for  the  company. 
While  rentals  to  be  paid  have  not  been 
revealed,  it  is  understood  the  deals  are 
extremely  favorable  to  Columbia. 

First  runs  are  to  be  split  between  Fan- 
chon  & Marco’s  Ambassador  and  Pox  the- 
atres and  Loew’s.  Exact  division  of  the 
release  numbers  has  not  been  determined. 

Second  runs  are  on  a seven-day  basis, 
with  the  Ritz,  Uptown,  Norside,  Varsity 
and  Esquire  playing  day-and-date. 

Third  runs  also  are  on  a day-and-date 
basis,  with  the  Empress  and  Avalon  shar- 
ing playing  time. 

Fourth-run  showings  will  be  at  the  Will 
Rogers  and  the  new  Rio,  a 1,000-seater 
nearing  completion  at  5562  Riverview 
Blvd.  This  house  will  book  through  St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.  It  is  being  built  by 
Riverview  Theatre  Corp.  Nat  Koplar  is 
general  contractor. 


Report  Brady  Paid 
Taxes  on  $10,000 

St.  Louis — State  Rep.  Edward  M.  (Putty 
Nose)  Brady,  whose  trial  on  a charge  of 
extortion  is  to  come  up  during  the  Octo- 
ber term  of  the  circuit  court  for  criminal 
causes,  is  reported  to  have  paid  the  fed- 
eral government  income  taxes,  a penalty 
and  interest  on  $10,000  he  is  said  to  have 
handled  in  1936  in  connection  with  a 
settlement  of  a wage  scale  and  working 
agreement  controversy  between  lATSE 
Local  No.  143  and  St.  Louis  exhibitors. 

Brady  was  indicted  jointly  with  John 
P.  Nick,  vice-president  of  the  lATSE. 

It  is  understood  he  made  a delinquent 
tax  return  to  the  federal  government  on 
the  sum  he  is  alleged  to  have  received 
from  a group  of  theatre  men  in  1936. 
The  amount  of  the  tax,  a 25  per  cent 
penalty  for  delinquency  and  six  per  cent 
interest  a year,  is  the  amount  Brady  is 
said  to  have  paid  Uncle  Sam.  His  entire 
bill  reportedly  was  about  $700. 

Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  business 
manager  for  Local  No.  143,  were  ousted 
from  control  of  the  union’s  assets  and 
affairs  by  Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F.  Oak- 
ley last  April  following  a trial  of  injunc- 
tion and  receivership  proceedings  brought 
by  a number  of  members  of  the  union 
opposed  to  Nick  and  Weston. 


Contract  Conferences  Wait 
For  End  of  Convention 

Chicago — With  all  of  the  operators’  union 
executives  in  Springfield  attending  the 
state  federation  of  labor  convention  this 
week,  conferences  on  the  operators’  con- 
tracts for  this  season  were  being  held  up 
temporarily.  'They  were  expected  to  re- 
sume late  this  week  or  early  next  week. 


Sam  Grimes  Is  Building 
350-Seater  in  Brazil 

Brazil,  Ind. — Sam  Grimes  has  started 
construction  on  his  new  Cine'  Theatre 
here  and  expects  to  open  in  about  30  days. 
The  house  will  seat  approximately  350 
when  completed. 

Brazil  has  a population  of  around  8,700 
and  there  already  are  three  theatres  here 
with  a total  seating  capacity  of  approxi- 
mately 2,100. 


Two  Opera  Oliicers 

St.  Louis — John  P.  Meyer,  president  of 
the  Northwestern  National  Bank,  has  been 
named  treasurer  of  the  St.  Louis  Grand 
Opera  Ass’n.  Ralph  D.  Griffin,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Mercantile-Commerce  Na- 
tional Bank,  was  made  assistant  treasurer. 


Karl  Gast  Remodels  at  Akron 

Akron,  Ind. — Karl  Gast,  operator  of  the 
Madrid  'Theatre  here,  has  recently  made 
many  changes  to  his  theatre  by  remodeling 
and  redecorating.  A new  front  is  among 
the  changes  made. 


— Candid  Illustrators 

Looks  Toward  Industry  Boom — 

Rouben  Mamoulian,  right,  director  of  Columbia’s  "Golden  Boy,’’  talks  about 
the  film  business  in  general,  looking  forward  to  a boom  in  the  industry.  Re- 
ceiving the  talk  is  Gene  Rich,  central  editor  of  Boxoffice,  while  Jack  Thoma 
looks  across  the  camera  and  listens  intently.  Thoma  is  Columbia’s  midwest 
exploiteer. 
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gHORTY  PHILLIPS,  representative  for 

National  Screen  Service  in  the  Indiana 
territory,  has  returned  from  the  company’s 
convention  held  last  week  in  Chicago  at 
the  Drake  Hotel. 

Don  Hammer,  well  known  Indiana  film 
salesmaTi,  reports  exceptionally  good  busi- 
ness with  his  film  “Unashamed.”  All  house 
records  were  recently  broken  at  the  Para- 
mount Theatre  in  Marion. 

William  Wallace,  head  booker  at  the 
local  Warner  exchange,  spent  his  vaca- 
tion driving  around  the  northern  part  of 
the  state,  stopping  here  and  there  to  fish, 
golf  and  visit  with  his  friends. 

Jack  Osserman,  manager  of  the  Chi- 
cago RKO  branch  office,  visited  Roy 
Churchill,  Indianapolis  branch  manager, 
last  week. 

A new  entertainment  service  has  been 
organized  in  Indianapolis  under  the  name 
of  National  Broadcastei’s  & Entertainers, 
and  directed  by  Miss  Kay  Keiser.  Their 
talent  includes  well  known  radio  artists 
and  a variety  of  new  entertainers.  A new 
unit  is  now  in  rehearsal  for  roadshow  en- 
gagements, at  theatres  and  club  entertain- 
ments. 

Don  R.  Rossiter.  executive  secretary  of 
ATOI  and  the  Mrs.,  together  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Jackson,  of  Shelbyville,  are 
vacationing  at  a lake  in  northern  Indiana 
near  Monon,  where  they  hope  to  break  all 
records  catching  fish.  If  fishing  tackle 
and  camping  equipment  have  anything  to 
do  with  it,  they  should  really  pull  them 
in  by  the  boatfuls.  Jackson  is  representa- 
tive in  Indiana  for  the  Burch  Mfg.  Co., 
makers  of  popcorn  machines. 

Kolman  Hirschman,  booker  for  the  Set- 
tos  Theatres,  has  returned  to  his  work 
after  his  siege  with  lobar  pneumonia  . . . 
Grace  McFadden,  cashier  at  the  local  Co- 
lumbia exchange,  had  a relapse  last  week 
and  was  returned  to  the  Methodist  Hos- 
pital. She  has  been  suffering  with  a very 
high  blood  pressure  and  the  doctors  have 
ordered  several  weeks  more  rest. 

Miss  Flynn  will  replace  Miss  Margaret 
Jane  Kurtz  as  stenographer  at  the  20th 
Century-Fox  office. 

Jesse  L.  Lasky,  Hollywood  producer,  was 
in  town  last  Saturday  and  Sunday  to  con- 
duct the  finals  for  the  winners  in  the 
“Gateway  to  Hollywood”  contests  being 
staged  throughout  the  country.  The  finals 
were  held  on  the  stage  of  the  newly  open- 
ed Indiana  Theatre  Sunday  night.  Finals 
for  a similar  contest  were  held  Friday 
night  in  Louisville. 

Mrs.  Elmer  J.  Barnard,  member  of  the 
Paramount  office  staff,  and  widow  of 
“Barney,”  has  just  entered  her  son, 
James,  in  Campion  College.  Prairie  du 
Chien,  Wis.  Mrs.  Barnard  has  returned 
to  her  post  here  after  having  spent  a 
week  with  her  son. 

Many  neighborhood  theatres  here  are 
playing  revivals  of  several  successful  pic- 
tures of  the  last  several  years,  such  as 


“The  Shining  Hour,”  “San  Fi’ancisco,” 
“I’m  From  Missouri,”  “Dark  Rapture”  and 
others  . . . Minnie  Michelfelder,  cashier 
at  the  local  UA  office,  has  returned  from 
her  vacation  spent  in  the  east. 

Eight  kiddies  from  the  Claude  Allison 
Strandites  Club  were  in  glory  when  they 
drove  the  phaeton  in  ivhich  Judy  Garland 
rode  in  the  film,  “Wizard  of  Oz,”  in  the 
big  parade  last  Tuesday  and  called  on 
the  governor  at  the  Statehouse.  The  phae- 
ton was  drawn  by  the  famous  ponies, 
“Wizard”  and  “Oz.” 

Earl  Cunningham  of  the  Fountain 
Square  Theatre  cashed  in  over  the 
weekend  by  playing  “Career,”  the  first 
“Gateway  to  Hollywood”  picture  released 
by  Jesse  Lasky  through  RKO,  especially 
in  honor  of  Mr.  Lasky,  who  visited  here 
on  a talent  hunt  this  weekend.  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham introduced  him  to  two  of  his 
young  hopefuls.  Miss  Katy  Lou  Matlock, 
winner  of  the  “Miss  Indiana”  title  and 
to  Judy  Allen,  17-year-old  singer,  protege 
of  the  Cunninghams. 

Charles  Tamler,  operator  of  the  Gar- 
field Theatre,  is  busy  these  days  spon- 
soring the  Tamler  Theatre  howling  team. 
This  is  the  third  consecutive  year  Charlie 
has  sponsored  a team  and  this  year  he’s 
after  the  city  title. 

Jim  Kennedy,  new  manager  at  the  Ol- 
son’s Ritz  Theatre,  has  announced  an 
“early  bird”  show,  opening  at  5:45  p.  m. 
with  a break  at  9:00  p.  m.  . . . Another 
theatre  to  inaugurate  “early  bird”  sched- 
ules is  the  Golden,  managed  by  Don 
Wright  for  the  Cantor  Bros.  A Kiddie 
Club  has  also  been  organized  and  a spe- 
cial matinee  is  being  planned  every  Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

Joe  Cantor’s  Rivoli  Theatre’s  “Kiddie 
Club”  will  hold  a pet  parade  and  contest 
at  next  Saturday’s  matinee  in  honor  of 
National  Dog  Week.  Not  only  dogs,  but 
any  animals  coming  under  the  heading 
of  pets,  are  eligible,  with  prizes  for  the 
oddest.  There  also  are  awards  for  the  tall- 
est, smartest,  spottiest  and  shortest- 
tailed. 

Harmon  Allison,  operator  of  the  Ritz 
Theatre,  Moorseville,  is  a very  nervous 
exhibitor  these  days.  He  and  the  Mrs.  are 
expecting  their  first  heir. 

J.  O.  Moore,  manager  of  the  newly  ac- 
quired Irving  Theatre  by  the  Settos  circuit, 
announces  clearer,  brighter  pictures  are 
promised  patrons  as  a result  of  improve- 
ments recently  completed  in  the  projec- 
tion booth. 

Ward  Farrar,  manager  of  Loew’s  ’The- 
atre, has  a pair  of  bicycles  their  young 
owners  probably  think  are  stolen.  Loew’s 
parks  bicycles  backstage  and  these  are 
two  that  were  left  about  three  weeks  ago. 

Mrs.  Doris  Lee,  former  secretary  of  the 
local  Variety  Club  and  later  secretary  to 
Carl  Niesse  when  he  operated  the  Mannie 


Shut-Down  Ends  for 
Indianapolis  Lyric 

Indianapolis — The  Lyric  'Theatre  was 
to  reopen  Friday  after  being  closed  since 
early  in  July.  Wage  differences  causing 
the  theatre’s  closing  were  adjusted  this 
week. 

A new  organization  known  as  the  Lyric 
Theatre  Operating  Co.  has  been  formed, 
consisting  of  Charles  M.  Olson  and  several 
Indianapolis  business  men. 

Ted  Nicholas,  manager,  will  act  as  com- 
pany representative  and  will  have  charge 
of  booking  as  well  as  management. 

The  Lyric  had  been  operating  as  a first- 
run  house  six  years  before  its  closing,  five 
of  which  had  been  operated  without  a 
break  in  vaudeville  programs.  There  has 
been  no  change  in  its  former  policies, 
Nicholas  said. 

Nicholas,  who  has  been  in  New  York 
booking  future  attractions  for  the  new 
season,  had  advised  the  Indianapolis  of- 
fice that  he  already  has  several  head- 
liners signed  for  coming  weeks.  From  New 
York  he  flew  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  see 
and  book  an  A.  B.  Marcus  Revue.  The 
opening  attraction  will  include  Ben  Ber- 
nie  and  his  orchestra. 


Neighborhood  Houses  Are 
Reviving  Vaudeville 

Indianapolis — Vaudeville  again  is  spring- 
ing to  life  in  the  neighborhood  theatres 
since  the  stage  shows  have  started  in  the 
down  town  houses.  'The  Strand  opened 
with  an  hour-long  vaudeville  show  last 
Thursday  night,  but  it  was  all  on  the 
screen.  Claude  Allison,  Strand  manager, 
noticed  that  fans  particularly  liked  the 
vaudeville  short  subjects,  so  he  viewed 
some  20  shorts,  selected  the  best  numbers 
from  each  and  welded  them  into  a whole. 

Other  Olson  theatres,  including  the  Up- 
town, Ritz,  St.  Clair  and  Oriental  of  which 
the  Strand  is  also  connected,  will  start 
vaudeville  shows  in  the  near  future. 


Stage  Shows  Returning  to 
Fox  Theatre,  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — Stage  shows  will  return  to 
Fanchon  & Marco’s  5,000-seat  Fox  The- 
atre this  fall,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  the  management. 

Opening  stage  show  has  been  set  for 
October  6.  It  will  be  the  A.  B.  Marcus 
Show,  a revue. 


Marcus  theatres  in  Indianapolis,  was  rob- 
bed of  her  purse  by  two  men  as  she 
walked  near  her  home  last  Saturday  night. 

Seen  along  Filmrow:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Luckett,  Scottsburg;  Harmon  Allison, 
Mooresville;  Karl  Gast,  Akron;  Joe  Schill- 
ing, Connersville;  Harold  Neese,  Brazil; 
Alex  Manta,  Indiana  Harbor;  Bill  Stude- 
baker,  Logansport;  Roy  Harrold,  Rush- 
ville;  Herb  Johnson,  Madison;  Jack  Van 
Borssum,  Terre  Haute;  Lisle  Kreighbaum, 
Rochester;  Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler;  John 
Dixon,  Flora;  Walter  Easley,  Greensburg; 
Billy  Connors,  Marion. 
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South  Bend  Contestant 
Gets  Chance  at  Films 

South  Bend,  Ind. — Lee  Bonnell  of  this 
city  was  chosen  by  Jesse  L.  Lasky,  pioneer 
film  producer,  to  go  to  Hollywood  to  com- 
pete for  a motion  picture  opportunity  in 
his  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  contest  held 
last  Sunday  evening  at  the  Indiana  The- 
atre, Indianapolis. 

Six  candidates  selected  by  Lasky  in  two 
days  of  interviews  in  Indianapolis  were 
presented  by  him  on  the  stage  at  the 
theatre.  Ned  LeFevre,  Indianapolis  radio 
announcer,  ran  Bonnell  a close  second  and 
was  assured  by  Lasky  that  he  had  an  ex- 
cellent chance  to  be  entered  in  the  con- 
test in  case  other  cities  yet  to  be  visited 
fail  to  produce  a full  quota  of  male  can- 
didates. 

A similar  promise  also  was  extended  to 
Miss  Susan  Stall,  Bloomington,  a junior 
at  Indiana  University,  who  was  Lasky’s 
first  choice  among  the  girls. 

Lasky  and  his  assistant,  Paul  Snell, 
left  Indianapolis  Monday  for  Chicago  to 
continue  their  talent  hunt. 


"Miss  Indiana"  Contests 
Bring  Managers  Rewards 

Michigan  City,  Ind. — The  state-wide 
contests  for  the  selection  of  “Miss  Indiana” 
here  in  conjunction  with  the  Dimes  Water 
Carnival  also  held  contests  for  theatre 
managers,  for  exploitation  on  the  individ- 
ual city  contests. 

First  prize  of  $50  was  awarded  F.  Shir- 
ley Wilcox,  manager  of  the  Grand  Theatre, 
New  Albany:  second  prize  went  to  Clyde 
Winans,  manager  of  the  Palace  Theatre, 
Gary,  and  third  prize  to  Rex  Williams, 
manager  of  the  Capitol  and  Hoosier  the- 
atres at  Whiting,  Ind. 

The  New  Albany  house  is  operated  by 
the  Switow  Bros.,  the  Gary  house  by  The- 
atrical Managers,  Inc.,  and  the  Whiting 
theatres  by  Indiana-Illinois  Theatres,  Inc. 


June  Travis  Among  Judges 
At  Indiana  Corn  Festival 

Fowler,  Ind.— -June  Travis,  screen  and 
radio  star,  and  Hal  Totten,  sports  an- 
nouncer, will  be  among  the  judges  to 
select  the  1939  Indiana  Corn  Festival  queen 
to  be  held  at  the  local  high  school  Gym 
on  October  2.  The  contestants  will  be 
drawn  from  a score  of  central  Indiana 
towns.  The  queen  and  her  court  of  honor 
will  be  entertained  at  Chicago  before  the 
festival,  which  will  be  held  at  Fowler, 
October  12-14. 


Lyric  Orchestra  Director  Injured 

Indianapolis — Edward  Resener,  violinist, 
teacher  and  director  of  the  Lyric  Theatre 
orchestra  for  several  years,  received  se- 
vere cuts  about  the  face  in  an  auto  ac- 
cident when  his  car  was  struck  from  the 
rear  by  a truck.  Resener  was  taken  to  the 
Methodist  Hospital. 


New  Pact  to  Van  Riper 

Hollywood — Metro  has  handed  Kay 
Van  Riper  a new  writing  contract. 


B&K-Great  States 
Dealing  With  UA 

Chicago — So  far  the  elsewhere-reported 
breakoff  of  relations  between  B&K-Great 
States  and  United  Artists  has  not  taken 
place. 

United  Artists  was  dickering  this  week 
with  Great  States’  Jules  Rubens  for  1939- 
40  product  in  the  downstate  circuit. 
“When  they  finish  with  Great  States,  I 
imagine  that  we  will  continue  discussions,” 
was  John  Balaban’s  comment  on  the  situ- 
ation. 


Writers  Join  Warner 

Hollywood — George  Bricker  and  Alex 
Gottlieb  have  joined  Warner’s  writing 
staff. 
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J^ANY  filmites  were  among  the  first 
nighters  at  the  opening  of  Sonny 
Goldstone’s  and  Nick  Dean’s  Colony  Club. 
Among  those  spotted  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Balaban,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nate  Platt, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Shumow,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Rose,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  and  Art 
Schoenstadt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A1  and  Ben 
Bartlestein,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Semadalis, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Rubens,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elmer  Benesch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinuel  Rob- 
erts, Morry  Leonard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Kirsch  and  Eddie  Brunnell. 

The  Women’s  Film  Industry  Club  of 
Chicago  held  a regular  meeting  Tuesday 
night  at  the  Congress  Hotel  . . . The  Film 
Bookers  Club  of  Chicago  will  hold  its  an- 
nual election  at  its  meeting  next  Tuesday 
night,  September  26,  at  the  Crillon  Hotel. 

Jim  Booth,  Essaness  booker,  thinks  the 
marquee  attractions  at  the  Howard  Theatre 
the  other  day  should  be  noted  again: 
“Tarzan  Finds  a Son,”  “It  Could  Happen 
to  You.”  Oh,  yeh! 

The  1,000  delegates  of  the  World  War 
Nurses  to  the  American  Legion  Conven- 
tion here  will  receive  special  letters  on 
RKO’s  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  sent  out  by 
Leon  J.  Bamberger,  RKO’s  energetic  sales 
promotion  manager. 

Bill  Bishop,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  has  sent 
out  to  all  accounts  in  this  territory  that 
unusual  review  on  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,” 
written  by  a 9-year-old  fan  for  the  Min- 
neapolis Star-Journal. 

Sam  Tishman,  Dick  Sachsel,  Henri  El- 
man, Dave  Halperin  and  Johnny  Medni- 
kow  were  among  the  local  filmites  who 
attended  the  Joe  Louis-Bob  Pastor  fight 
in  Detroit. 

Bill  Bishop,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  spoke  to 
the  Essaness  managers  at  a meeting  pre- 
sided over  by  Jim  Booth,  on  the  current 
M-G-M  national  exploitation  contest. 

Duke  Hickey  has  returned  from  an  11- 
day  stay  in  Detroit  handling  an  engage- 
ment of  “When  Germany  Surrendered,” 
for  Johnny  Mednikow. 


Metro  Talent  Scout's  Play 
Wins  Chicago's  Praise 

Chicago — “Pandora’s  Last  Box,”  a three- 
act  comedy-drama  by  Clarence  Shapiro, 
Chicago  talent  scout  for  M-G-M,  re- 
ceived glowing  praises  from  local  critics 
when  it  was  given  its  premiere  perform- 
ances at  the  Chicago  Women’s  Club 
Theatre. 

Dorothy  Deere  of  the  Chicago  Herald- 
American  said  that  “the  play  definitely 
belongs  on  Broadway.”  M-G-M  execu- 
tives locally,  including  Jack  Flynn  and 
W.  E.  (Doc)  Banford,  saw  the  play  for 
possible  screen  material.  Shapiro  plans 
to  open  the  play  shortly  either  at  a local 
theatre,  or  give  it  a New  York  tryout. 

Ample  Supply  of  Swedish 
Pictures  Are  on  Hand 

Chicago — Essaness  Theatres  here  have 
a several  months’  supply  of  Scandinavian 
films  despite  the  war  in  Europe,  for  ex- 
hibition at  their  local  Swedish  theatre, 
the  Julian. 

It  is  understood  that  E.  A.  Mattson  of 
the  Skandinavian  Film  Co.,  New  York,  im- 
porter of  Swedish  films,  has  this  lengthy 
supply.  He  also  has  announced  that  dur- 
ing the  last  war,  Swedish  films  got  through 
to  this  country,  and  this  is  expected  to 
continue  again  this  time,  since  Swedish 
ships  are  neutral  and  should  go  through 
blockades  unmolested. 


Settos  Buys  Sound 

Indianapolis — George  Settos,  president 
of  the  Settos  Theatre  circuit,  has  pur- 
chased RCA  sound  equipment  for  his  new 
Grand  Theatre  at  Linton  recently  ac- 
quired from  R.  F.  Scherer,  and  for  his 
newly  constructed  Vogue  at  St.  Mathews, 
Ky.  Both  theatres  are  expected  to  open 
around  November  1. 


Scripts  One  for  Small 

Hollywood — Robert  Carson  will  adapt 
“Kit  Carson,  Avenger”  for  Edward  Small, 
UA  producer. 
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LOU  MACHAT 

Chicago — A real  veteran  of  the  motion 
picture  industry — one  who  has  been  in 
every  division  of  it,  operator,  salesman, 
producer  and  owner — is  Lou  Machat, 
manager  of  B&K’s  Maryland  Theatre,  on 
Chicago’s  south  side.  Lou’s  30th  anniver- 
sary in  the  industry  will  be  observed  at  a 
dinner  to  be  given  in  his  honor  by  Wood- 
lawn  section  merchants  at  the  Southmore 
Hotel.  Friday  night,  October  6. 

Machat  has  been  manager  of  the  Mary- 
land Theatre  since  1933,  but  before  that 
he  traveled  between  large  cities  of  the 
eastern  half  of  the  United  States  ever 
since  1909  producing,  distributing  and 
exhibiting  pictures. 

He  began  by  producing  western  and  de- 
tective thrillers  back  in  1909  and  1910 
in  Boston,  and  distributed  them  through 
his  Machat  Feature  Film  Co.  there.  He 
also  operated  a theatre  in  1910  in  New 
York,  the  Fourteenth  Street  Theatre,  and 
there  showed  what  is  acknowledgedly  the 
first  talking  picture,  Edison’s  version  of 
the  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  “Mikado.”  In 
those  days  it  was  called  the  Camera- 
phone. 

About  that  time  he  began  importing 
foreign  films,  which  he  continued  to  do 
up  until  1933  when  he  became  connected 
with  B&K.  When  the  World  War  of  1914 
broke  out,  he  met  a Louis  J.  Selznick, 
destined  to  become  a leader  in  the  in- 
dustry, and  sold  him  his  exchange  in 
Boston,  when  foreign  films  became  in- 
creasingly difficult  to  import.  Selznick 
used  this  exchange  as  a nucleus  for  dis- 
tribution of  the  productions  he  was  be- 
ginning to  make  then. 

He  remained  with  Selznick  a year,  but 
then  left  for  New  York  and  opened  his 
own  exchange  there.  This  was  during  the 
days  when  two  of  the  top  stars  were  Clara 
Kimball  Young  and  Robert  Warwick. 

In  the  twenties,  Machat  began  building 
art  theatres  throughout  the  east,  starting 
with  one  in  Washington,  where  the  fa- 
mous “Cabinet  of  Dr.  Calligari”  was  shown. 
In  subsequent  years  he  built  the  little 
theatres,  called  everywhere  the  Cinema 
Theatre,  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  (where 
he  also  built  another  called  the  Europa ) , 
Rochester,  Buffalo,  Detroit  and  thence  to 
Chicago,  which  he  built  in  1929.  That 
house,  still  operating,  is  now  under  the 
operation  of  Charlie  Stern,  who  took  the 
theatre  over  in  1933,  when  Machat  joined 
B&K.  In  1930,  Machat  opened  the  Punch 
and  Judy  Theatre,  now  the  Sonotone 
Theatre. 

Lou’s  idea  in  opening  the  Punch  a^u 
Judy  was  not  as  a foreign  film  house, 
but  rather  to  run  outstanding  Hollywood 
product  of  a class  nature  on  a roadshow 
basis.  His  first  attempt  at  the  Punch  and 
Judy  was  with  United  Artists’  “Abraham 
Lincoln,”  which  starred  Walter  Huston. 

While  the  idea  did  not  work  then, 
Machat  still  feels  that  there  is  a place 
for  small  theatres  that  will  be  set  aside 


to  run  class  motion  pictures  at  roadshow 
prices  in  the  same  manner  in  which  legiti- 
mate stage  productions  are  offered.  “And 
I believe  the  time  for  that  type  of  opera- 
tion is  near  at  hand  now,”  he  said. 

Machat  recalled,  too,  that  during  the 
war  of  1914  that  war  films  were  the  big- 
gest money-makers  in  the  American  mar- 
ket. He  adds  that  “the  public  doesn’t 
change  much  from  decade  to  decade  and 
I believe  that  they  will  go  for  war  pictures 
again,  such  as  revivals  of  Universal’s  “A. 
Quiet  on  the  Western  Front,”  and  similar 
pictures.” 

After  30  years  in  the  industry,  Lou 
Machat  regrets  none  of  the  years  he  has 
spent  in  it,  ending  up  with,  “I  still  get  a 
kick  out  of  the  business  and  I guess  I 
always  will.”  Machat  is  married,  has  one 
daughter  and  one  grandson. 


East  St,  Louis  Council 
Reviews  Years  Work 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — The  annual  report 
of  the  East  St.  Louis  Better  Films  Coun- 
cil made  by  Miss  Elsie  Clanahan,  presi- 
dent, reveals  committees  of  the  council 
reviewed  312  pictures,  sent  out  59  monthly 
bulletins  to  the  public  and  parochial 
schools,  conducted  its  annual  poster  con- 
test and  cooperated  with  the  Public  Li- 
brary, schools,  churches,  the  Catholic 
Community  House  and  the  YWCA  in  the 
interest  of  better  films. 

'This  year  the  council  will  seek  to  have 
pictures  suitable  for  school  children  shown 
in  neighborhood  theatres  on  Friday  night. 


Daughter  to  Myers  Flater 

Bloomfield,  Ind. — Myers  Flater,  opera- 
tor of  the  Citadel  Theatre  here,  and  the 
Tivoli  at  Spencer,  Ind.,  has  a new  daugh- 
ter. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flater  have  named  the 
little  one  Karen  Kay  Flater. 


QLENDA  FARRELL  appeared  here  at  the 

Pabst  Theatre  last  week  in  “Brief  Mo- 
ment.” James  Kirkwood  is  also  in  town 
rehearsing  for  his  appearance  in  Myron 
Fagan’s  new  play,  “To  the  End  of  Time,” 
playing  the  house  the  week  of  September 
25  . . . Lawrence  Welk  with  Mildred  Bai- 
ley open  at  the  Riverside,  September  29, 
for  a week’s  performance. 

Fox  has  instituted  “Fan  Fare,”  a jour- 
page  advertising  sheet  distributed  to 
homes  in  the  city  to  plug  their  neigh- 
borhood house  programs.  Circuit  offered 
passes  to  the  ten  best  responses  to  the 
query  concerning  how  they  liked  the  initial 
issue  of  the  sheet. 

Fox  is  conducting  amateur  nights  at 
various  of  its  neighborhood  houses,  with 
auditions  held  every  Saturday  afternoon 
at  its  Zenith  theatre. 

Standard  Theatres  recently  acquired 
Grand  Theatre  in  Green  Bay  will  be  re- 
opened September  24  as  the  Packer.  The 
town  is  the  home  of  the  Green  Bay  Pack- 
ers, professional  football  champs  ...  Ed 
Boioen  of  Mayville  has  leased  the  Slinger 
Theatre  at  Slinger  and  recently  reopened 
it. 

Fox  executives  from  Milwaukee,  includ- 
ing George  H.  Brown,  W.  V.  Geehan,  V.  T. 
Touchette,  Lowell  Parmantier,  R.  F.  Ja- 
cobson, L.  J.  Guenther,  G.  N.  Blatchford 
and  H.  B.  Toilette,  were  guests  of  the 
Elks  Club  in  Janesville  last  week  at  a 
banquet  observing  the  reopening  of  the 
circuit’s  renovated  Myers  Theatre.  James 
Zanias,  former  manager  of  the  Myers,  was 
presented  with  a traveling  bag.  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Myers  and  Beverly  the- 
atres, the  latter  also  a Fox  house  in  Janes- 
ville, as  well  as  Russ  Leddy,  manager  of 
the  circuit’s  Fox  Theatre  in  Green  Bay, 
attended  the  banquet. 

Robert  S.  Guitermann,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre  in  Manitowoc,  is  being 
visited  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  Alfred  Guiter- 
mann of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

The  Van  Der  Vaart  at  Sheboygan  is  the 
latest  house  to  join  theatres  giving  away 
encyclopedias. 

James  Zanias,  former  manager  of  the 
Myers  and  Beverly  theatres  in  Janesville, 
acted  as  judge  last  week  in  connection 
with  talent  shows  conducted  during  a fall 
opening  celebration  by  merchants  in  that 
city. 

The  Grand  and  Wausau  theatres  in 
Wausau  were  hosts  to  some  5,000  Mara- 
thon county  youngsters,  September  16,  in 
connection  with  Rural  Youth  Day,  spon- 
sored by  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 


It's  Dick  Vlastos  jr. 

Fowler,  Ind. — Dick  Vlastos,  operator  of 
the  Dreamland  Theatre  here,  the  Knox 
Theatre  in  Knox  and  the  Williams  Thea- 
tre at  Williamsport,  has  named  the  new 
arrival  Dick  jr.  Mrs.  Vlastos  and  the  new 
son  have  returned  to  Fowler  from  the 
St.  Elizabeth  Hospital  at  Lafayette. 
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JJARRY  CRAWFORD,  manager  of  the 
Ambassador  Theatre,  spoke  on  “The 
Theatre  Stars  of  Yesterday  and  Today” 
at  a luncheon  meeting  of  the  Executives 
Club  of  St.  Louis  at  Hotel  Statler. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curt  Jones  celebrated 
their  21the  wedding  anniversary , Septem- 
ber 17.  Jones,  projectionist  at  the  Web- 
ster Theatre,  is  best  remembered  by  St. 
Louisians  as  the  director  and  comedian 
for  the  Prineess  Maids  who  held  the  boards 
at  the  old  Princess  Theatre  (iiow  the 
Shubert-Rialto)  on  Grand  Blvd.  near 
Olive  St.,  baek  in  1912  arid  1913.  Mrs. 
Jones,  the  former  Juanita  Coray,  was  a 
noted  stage  beauty  when  she  became  the 
bride  of  the  town’s  best  comedian. 

Visitors:  E.  Weinshenck,  Great  States- 
Publix  division  manager;  Bob  Cluster, 
Salem,  111.;  Walter  Light,  Chester,  111.; 
Noah  Bloomer,  Belleville,  111.;  Steve  Far- 
rar, Harrisburg,  111.,  and  Theodore  Cole- 
man, Mount  Carmel,  111. 

Celess  Cason,  secretary  to  John  Quinn, 
manager  of  the  St.  Louis  M-G-M  branch 
office,  has  returned  from  a vacation  trip 
to  Hollywood.  While  in  the  screen  capital 
she  took  some  screen  tests. 

Ind.  Photoplay  Indorsers 
Luncheon  Opens  Season 

Indianapolis — Mrs.  Robert  Mottern  is 
chairman  of  the  President’s  Day  luncheon 
of  the  Indiana  Indorsers  of  Photoplays 
executive  committee,  to  be  held  October  3 
at  the  Clay  pool  Hotel.  This  event  will 
open  the  year’s  work. 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Finch  is  in  charge  of  the  pro- 
gram and  Mrs.  W.  E.  King  and  Mrs.  Ros- 
coe  Williams  are  co-chairmen ' of  invita- 
tions. The  committee  met  recently  at  the 
American  National  Bank  to  define  plans 
for  the  year.  Mrs.  Williams  was  appoint- 
ed to  cooperate  with  the  Boys’  Club  in 
arranging  a series  of  programs.  The  work 
this  year,  as  in  the  past,  will  be  along  edu- 
cational and  recreational  lines  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Indianapolis  Council  of  So- 
cial Agencies. 

Benjii  Strives  to  Regain 
Health  at  Hot  Springs 

Madison,  Wis. — Edward  Benjii,  manager 
of  Warner-Saxe’s  Capitol  Theatre  here, 
has  been  granted  a month’s  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  go  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  for  his 
health. 


Marvin  Merrill  Wed 

Monon,  Ind. — Marvin  G.  Merrill,  man- 
ager of  the  Howard  Theatre  here,  was 
recently  married  to  Katherine  Burke,  New 
Castle,  which  also  is  Merrill’s  home  town. 
The  Howard  is  operated  by  Theatrical 
Managers,  Inc. 


Howards  Return 

Bloomington,  Ind. — Ray  Howard,  man- 
ager of  the  Harris-Grand  and  Princess 
theatres,  has  returned  from  his  vacation. 
He  and  Mrs.  Howard  visited  relatives  in 
the  west.  These  theatres  are  operated 
by  Theatrical  Managers,  Inc. 


75  Critics  io  Chicago 
For  'Cavell'  Showing 

Chicago  — About  75  newspaper  critics 
from  25  cities  attended  the  day-long  events 
leading  up  to  the  press  premiere  of  RKO’s 
“Nurse  Edith  Cavell,”  on  Monday  at  the 
Palace  Theatre  here.  That  night  hun- 
dreds of  persons  milled  about  the  theatre 
and  attempted  to  get  in  to  get  a glimpse 
of  Anna  Neagle,  star,  and  Herbert  Wil- 
cox, producer,  of  the  picture. 

Events  of  the  day  started  off  with  gath- 
ering of  the  critics  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel,  headquarters.  In  the  afternoon  a 
special  press  preview  of  the  film  was  held 
at  the  World  Playhouse,  followed  by  in- 
terviews for  the  visiting  scribes. 

In  the  evening,  a dinner  party  was  held 
at  the  Blackstone,  at  which  numerous  Chi- 
cago exhibitors  were  guests.  Among  those 
attending  were  Bill  Hollander,  Abe  and  Joe 
Kaufman,  B&K;  Jack  Kirsch,  Allied  'The- 
atres; Jim  Booth,  Essaness;  Jack  Rose 
and  Alex  Manta,  Indiana-Illinois  Thea- 
tres; Simon  Simansky;  Harry  Goldman, 
Lasker  Theatres;  Mort  Goldberg;  Joe 
Weiss,  and  Henry  and  Arthur  Schoen- 
stadt.  Others  attending  included  British 
Consul  General  Bernays,  Mrs.  Richard  M. 
McClure,  Chicago  Better  Films  Council 
president;  Miss  Emma  Abplanalp;  Jesse 
L.  Lasky,  and  Barnet  Hodes,  corporation 
counsel  of  Chicago;  and  Miss  Neagle  and 
Wilcox. 

Bernays,  in  a short  talk  after  the  din- 
ner, said,  in  part;  “.  . . after  seeing  this 
picture  we  will  see  what  the  democracies 
of  the  world  are  facing  today  ...  we  will 
be  taken  back  to  the  horror  of  25  years 
ago  and  pitched  forward  to  the  same 
horror  that  is  taking  place  today  . . . there 
never  could  have  been  a time  when  this 
picture  would  mean  more  than  now  . . . 
if  the  self-denial,  tragedy,  heroism  and 
determination  that  Miss  Cavell  and  others 
showed  during  the  last  war  are  brought 
home  by  this  picture  then  it  will  not  have 
been  made  in  vain.” 

Ralph  Rolan  of  RKO  was  official  host 
and  had  a corps  of  men  from  the  RKO 


COMBINATION  of  good  weather,  fine 
pictures  and  a series  of  major  con- 
ventions has  boomed  attendance  at  all 
Springfield  theatres.  One  week  the 
Shriners  held  sway,  the  Illinois  Methodist 
conference  was  in  progress  the  next  week, 
followed  by  the  state  federation  of  labor 
convention  the  next. 

A new  marquee  and  new  projectors 
have  been  added  to  the  Lory  Theatre  at 
Highland,  111. 

The  operators  and  stagehands  unions 
of  Illinois  were  represented  at  the  state 
federation  of  labor  convention  here.  All 
of  those  attending  the  convention  were 
guests  of  all  but  one  of  the  downtown 
Springfield  theatres. 

Edward  Walker,  manager  of  the  Ha- 
vana Theatre  at  Havana,  is  on  his  vaca- 
tion. He  is  motoring  to  California  to  visit 
a sister  and  will  stop  at  Los  Angeles  and 
San  Francisco. 

George,  Nicholas  and  Louis  Kerasotes 
attended  the  opening  of  the  New  Free- 
port Theatre  at  Freeport,  HI.,  operated 
by  Steve,  Leo  and  Joe  Bennis  of  Lincoln, 
111. 


New  York  publicity  offices  of  S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick working  with  him.  They  in- 
cluded Louis  Alleman  I,  Louis  Alleman  II, 
Charlie  Levy,  Arthur  Denman,  and  Con- 
nie Krebs  of  the  studio  publicity  depart- 
ment. Tom  Gorman,  RKO  theatres  dis- 
trict manager;  Bob  Haley,  Palace  Theatre 
publicist;  Prank  Smith,  Palace  mana- 
ger; and  Jack  Osserman,  RKO  branch 
manager,  all  worked  on  the  arrangements 
in  advance  of  the  arrival  of  the  RKO 
Pictures’  publicists. 

From  here  the  troupe  left  for  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  after  which  they  left  for  the 
New  York  premiere  on  Thursday.  Thus 
far,  it  is  said,  more  than  1,000  critics 
have  seen  the  picture  in  the  seven  press 
premieres  held. 


All  Three  Are  Visitors — -candid  mustrato 

Herbert  Wilcox,  producer,  left,  and  Anna  Neagle,  right,  star  of  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell,’’  are  greeted  in  Chicago,  where  they  came  to  attend  the  press  pre- 
views of  the  RKO -distributed  film,  by  Mrs.  Grace  Zimmerman  of  La  Grange, 
III.  Mrs.  Zimmerman’s  son  was  born  in  1913  in  the  Edith  Cavell  Clinic 
in  Belgium. 
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WB-FN 


STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


, HIS  GIKL  FKIDAY — Ralph  Bellamy,  Cary  Grant, 
^ Helen  Mack,  Ernest  Truex,  Gene  Lockhart. 

O Producer:  Howard  Hawks.  Director:  Howard 

u Hawks.  Original:  Ben  Hecht,  Charles  Mac- 
Arthur. 


§ 


THE  INCUEDIBLE  MK.  WILEIAMvS — Joan  Blon- 
dell.  Melvyn  Douglas,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Donald 
MacBr  de.  Producer:  Everett  Riskin.  Direc- 
tor: A1  Hall. 


KKNEGADE  LAW — C’harles  Starrett.  Iris  Mere- 
dith. Producer:  Irving  Briskin.  Director:  Leon 
Barsha. 


A CALL  ON  THE  PRESIDENT— Ann  Sothern. 
■\Villiam.  Gargan.  Marsha  Hunt.  Tom  Neal.  Wal- 
^ ter  Brennan.  Producer:  Edgar  Selwyn.  L)irector: 
S Robert  Sinclair.  Original:  Damon  Runyan. 

o 

• DR.  KILDARE’S  SECRET — Lew  Ayres,  Lionel 
S Barrymore,  Laraine  Johnson,  Alec  Craig.  Pro- 
ducer; Lou  Ostrow.  Director:  Harold  Bucquet. 
(■^r’ginal:  Max  Brand. 


NORTHWEST  PASSAIiE — Spencer  Tracy.  Robert 
Young.  Laraine  Day,  Walter  Brennan.  Regis 
Toorney.  Producer:  Hunt  Stromberg.  Director: 
King  Vidor.  Original:  Kenneth  Roberts. 

Jl  DGE  HARDY  AND  SON— Lewis  Stone.  Mickey 
Rooney.  Ann  Rutherford.  Sara  Haden.  Fay  Hol- 
den. Producer:  Lou  Ostrow.  Director:  Geo.  vSeitz. 
Screenplay:  Kay  Van  Riper. 


o 

o 


s 


SCOl'TS  OF  THK  AIK— John  Trent.  Marjorie  Key- 
nolds,  Milburn  Stone.  Dennis  Moore.  Julius  Tan- 
nen.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern.  Director:  Howard 
Bretherton.  Original:  Hal  Forrest.  Screenplay; 
Leonard  Fields.  Byron  Morgan,  Edwin  C.  Par- 
sons. 


• THE  ROAD  TO  SINGAPORE — ^Bing  Crosby.  Doro- 
2 thy  Lamour,  Bob  Hope.  Producer:  Harlan 

5 Thompson.  Director:  Victor  Schertzinger.  Screen- 

? play:  Don  Hartman,  Frank  Butler. 


(il'N  CHORES — William  Boyd.  Russell  Hayden. 
Producer:  Harry  Sherman.  Director:  Howard 
Bretherton.  Original:  Jack  Jungmeyer.  Screen- 
play; Harold  and  Daniel  Kusell. 

THE  FARMER’S  DAI  GHTER  — Martha  Raye 
Charlie  Ruggles.  William  Frawley,  William 
Demarest.  Gertrude  Michael.  Benny  Baker.  Pro- 
ducer: William  Thomas.  LUrector:  James  Hogan. 
Screenplay:  Lewis  Foster. 


E.MER(rENC'Y  SIR' AD — Louise  Campbell.  William 
Henry.  Producer:  Harold  Hurley.  Director: 
Edward  Dmytryk. 


HOT  TAMALE — Lupe  Velez.  Leon  Errol.  Donald 
Woods.  Linda  Hayes.  Producer:  Cliff  Reid.  L)i- 
rector:  Les  Goodwins.  Screenplay;  .Toseph  A. 
O Fields. 

M 

CC  LEGION  OF  THE  LAWLESS — Geoige  O’Brien. 
Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  L>irector:  David  Howar<l. 


>l(ilL  IN  THE  NKiHT— Carole  Lombard.  Brian 
Aherne.  Anne  Shirley,  Helena  Grand.  Producer; 
George  Stevens.  Director:  George  Stevens.  Origi- 
nal: A.  J.  Cronin. 


THAT’S  RIGHT,  YOl  RE 

and  Orchestra.  Adolphe 
Producer:  David  Butler, 
ler.  Screenplay;  William 
Kern. 


WRONG— Kay  Kyser 
Menjou.  Lucille  Ball. 
Director:  I>avid  But- 
Conselman.  James  V. 


('OVERED  TRAILER— James,  Lu.dle  and  Russell 
Gleason,  Harry  Davenport.  Tommy  Ryan.  Pro- 
ducer-Director : Gus  Meins. 

« KOKIN  HOOD  OF  THK  I>K(  0>i — Roy  Rogers 
George  (Gabby)  Hayes.  Producer-Dire'tor ; Joe 
Kane.  Screenplay:  Stuart  Anthony. 


ROVIN’  Ti  mblp:wekds — G ene  Autry.  Mary  C’ar- 
Hsle,  Smiley  Burnette.  June  Storey.  Producer: 
William  Berke.  I>irector:  George  Sherman. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  BOGGS  — Edward  Elli; 
Anita  Louise.  Margaret  Hamilton.  Richard  Lane, 
<’lem  Bevans.  Producer:  Robert  North.  Director: 
T>udley  Murphy.  Original:  Harry  Hamilton. 


THE  GRAPES  OF  WRATH— Henry  Fonda.  John 
(.'arradine,  Jane  Darwell,  Eddie  Quillan,  Dorri.c 
Bowden.  Frank  Darien.  Producer:  Nunnally 
Johnson.  Director:  John  Ford.  Original:  John 
^ Steinbeck.  Screenplay;  Nunnally  Johnson. 

P EVKKYTHING  happens  at  night  — Sonja 

^ Henie,  Ray  Milland,  Alan  Dinehaid,  Fritz  Feld 
£ Producer:  Harry  Joe  Brown.  Director:  Irving 

g Cummings.  Screenplay:  Art  Arthur.  Robert  Har- 

S ari. 

THE  MAN  WHO  WOl  LDN’T  TALK  Lloyd  Nolan. 
Jean  Rogers,  Onslow  Stevens.  Eric  Blore,  Mae 
Marsh.  Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  David 
Burton.  Screenplay:  Robert  Ellis,  Helen  Logan. 


THE  BLl'EBIRI> — Shirley  Temple.  Johnny  Rus- 
sell. N^gel  Bruce,  Sybil  Jason.  Nancy  Kelly.  Gale 
Sondergaard.  Producer:  Gene  Markey.  I)hector: 
Walter  Lang.  Original:  Maurice  Materlinck. 
Screenplay:  Walter  Bullock. 

LITTLE  OLD  NEW  YORK  Alice  Faye.  Richard 
Greene.  Andy  Devine,  Henry  Stephenson.  Pro- 
ducer: Raymond  Griffith.  I>irector:  Henry  King. 

THE  ADVENTIRER  — Cesar  Romero.  Marjorie 
Weaver,  Virginia  Field.  (Jeorge  Montgomery. 
Chr.s-Pin  Martin.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Direc- 
tor: Herbert  I.  Leeds. 


'I'HE  SLMPluE  lAP'E  — Stuart  Erwin.  Marjorie 
Weaver,  June  Gale.  Chick  Chandler.  Producer- 
Sol  Wurtzel.  Director:  William  Beaudine.  Orig- 
inal: William  Anthony  McGuire.  Screenplay; 
Clay  Adams,  Leonard  Hoffman.  Hamilton  Mac- 
Fadden. 


RAFFLES  — r)avid  Niven.  Olivia  de  Havilland. 
T.>udiev  Digges,  Lionel  Pape.  Dame  May  Whitt\ 

►3  Producer:  Sam  Goldwyn.  Director:  Sam  Wood. 


*.  KxILANTE  WAR — Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Bol’ 
Baker.  Fuzzy  Knight.  Director;  Ralph  Staub. 

DESTRV  RIDES  AliAIN— James  Stewart.  Mar- 
lene I>ielrich.  Brian  Donlevy,  Charles  Winninger, 
Billy  Gilbert,  I>lckie  Jones.  Producer;  Joe  Pas- 
ternak. r>irector:  George  Marshall. 


THE  MAN  FROM  MONTREAL  — Richard  Arlen 
Andy  Devine,  Anne  Gwynne,  Kay  Sutton.  Addi- 
son Richards.  F’roducei  ; Ben  Pivar.  Director 
< 'h  ri.st\-  Cabantie. 


THE  SEA  HAWK — -Errol  Flynn.  Alan  Hale 

Brenda  Marshall,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke.  Director; 
Michael  Curtiz.  Original:  Rafael  Sabatini. 

THE  FIGHTING  (>JITH — James  Cagiiey.  Georgt 
Brent,  Pat  O’Brien.  Priscilla  Dane.  Producer: 
Lou  Edelman.  Director:  William  Keighley. 
Screenplay:  Norman  Reilly  Raine. 


INVISIBLE  STRIPES  — George  Raft,  Humphrey 
Bogart,  Jane  Bryan,  William  Holden.  Producer: 
Lou  Edelman.  Director;  Lloyd  Bacon.  Original: 
Warden  Lewis  E.  Lawes.  Screenplay:  Warren 
r)uff.  Eaii  Baldwin.  Jonathan  Finn. 

TLMBEK  WOLF  — I)ennis  Morgan.  Alan  Hale. 
RonabI  Pceagan.  Gloria  Dickson.  John  Payne. 
Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Terry  Morse. 
Si-reenplay:  T..ee  Katz,  r'harles  Belden. 


GAMBLINIi  ON  THE  HHiH  SEAS — Wayne  Mor 
ris.  Jane  Wyman.  Gilbert  Roland,  Noel  Madi- 
son. Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  George 
Am\.  Screenplay:  Robert  E.  Kent. 


Minnesota  Distributors  Claim 
Record  Sales  on  New  Line 


Want  War  Scenes 


Des  Moines — Des  Moines  film  patrons 
want  war  scenes  in  their  newsreels — or  at 
least  80  per  cent  of  them  do. 

The  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp.  is  giving 
their  patrons  an  opportunity  to  say 
whether  war  subjects  will  be  included  in 
the  newsreels,  registering  its  approval  or 
disapproval  by  applause  following  an- 
nouncements at  the  peak  of  matinee  and 
night  business. 

G.  Ralph  Branton,  vice-president  of  Tri- 
States,  said  Sunday  night  that  results  of 
the  “voting”  Saturday  and  Sunday  dis- 
closed that  approximately  80  per  cent  of 
the  patrons  wanted  war  scenes.  The  vote 
was  to  have  been  conducted  again  Tues- 
day. 

It  is  being  tried  in  all  the  Tri-States 
Theatres’  territory. 

Take  Teslimony  in 
Ascap  Law  Test 

Lincoln — Test  of  the  constitutionality 
of  the  state’s  laws  against  the  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Pub- 
lishers passed  the  half-way  mark  Tuesday 
when  Ascap’s  legal  battery  took  final  tes- 
timony from  six  witnesses,  including  Gene 
Buck,  society  president;  E.  C.  Mills,  ad- 
ministrative chairman;  John  G.  Paine, 
general  manager;  Ernie  Priesman,  Omaha 
orchestra  leader;  Harry  Taylor,  fUm-nitery 
operator  of  Omaha,  and  Mrs.  Ethelburt 
Nevin,  a composer’s  widow. 

Ascap  officers,  in  their  testimony,  cov- 
ered the  history  of  the  organization  and 
its  fight  for  recognition  as  a protective 
society  for  “creator’s  rights.”  Priesman  and 
Taylor  were  sounded  out  for  a simplifica- 
tion of  music  matters  as  covered  by  Ascap’s 
license.  Mrs.  Nevin,  80  years  old,  said 
her  sole  support  came  from  Ascap’s  han- 
dling of  her  husband’s  works. 

William  Hotz,  spearhead  of  the  state’s 
counsel,  pleaded  the  cause  of  hotels,  while 
Andrew  Bennett  presented  the  side  of  radio 
stations.  The  Ascap  side  of  these  ques- 
tions was  recited  by  Louis  Frohlich,  assist- 
ed by  Herman  Finkelstein. 

John  Gillin  of  station  WOW,  Omaha, 
and  Don  Searle  of  KFAB,  a local  outlet, 
are  expected  to  testify  for  the  state.  From 
all  indications,  the  case  should  wind  up 
Thursday. 

Early  in  the  1937  unicameral,  the  first 
single  house  legislature.  Senator  Frank 
Brady,  a rancher  from  Atkinson,  Neb.,  of- 
fered the  anti-Ascap  bill.  It  did  not  men- 
tion Ascap  by  name,  but  defined  it  with- 
out a loophole.  His  bill  asked  the  re- 
straint of  all  music  combinations  for  the 
object  of  price  fixing,  and  asked  the  filing 
of  all  copyrights  with  the  secretary  of 
state. 

When  the  bill  was  heard,  several  dance 
operators  spoke  against  it,  but  Nebraska’s 
broadcasters  were  silent  for  the  most  part. 
Feeling  was  among  them  that  Ascap  was 
entitled  to  pay,  although  the  need  of  ad- 
justment in  the  asking  prices  was  also 


Theatre  Optimism  Is 
Reflected  by  War 

Minneapolis — Directly  and  indirectly, 
the  European  war  is  being  blamed  for  a 
drop  in  theatre  grosses  in  this  territory 
during  recent  weeks.  However,  for  the 
long-term,  exhibitors  are  extremely  opti- 
mistic, according  to  a Boxoffice  survey. 

At  the  present  time,  rising  foodstuff  and 
other  prices,  without  corresponding  income 
boosts,  are  curtailing  purchasing  power 
and  causing  many  potential  theatre  pa- 
trons to  discontinue  attendance  at  show 
houses,  it  is  pointed  out.  Previously,  radio 
reports  of  pre-war  developments  kept  nu- 
merous people  at  home  and  then,  follow- 
ing the  war  outbreak,  considerable  of  the 
public,  fearing  rising  prices  and  scarcity 
of  such  food  items  as  sugar  and  flour, 
feverishly  bought  to  the  limit  of  its  fi- 
nancial ability,  necessarily  economizing  on 
entertainment. 

For  the  longer  term,  however,  exhibitors 
hereabouts  foresee  a long  period  of  thea- 
tre prosperity  due  to  the  soaring  prices  of 
grains  and  increasing  re-employment. 
Farm  products’  prices  are  nearly  50  per 
cent  higher  than  a month  ago  and  such 
a condition  always  has  meant  good  times 
for  this  territory. 


Ed  Sorenson  Opens  First 
Theatre  for  Hendricks 

Hendricks,  Minn. — This  town  has  its 
first  theatre,  the  New  Lake,  being  opened 
by  Ed  Sorenson.  It  seats  260  and  repre- 
sents an  investment  of  approximately 
$15,000. 


Keep  Contest  Winner 

Hollywood — John  Archer,  a winner  in 
the  Jesse  Lasky  talent  quest,  has  drawn 
a new  acting  contract  at  RKO  and  will 
next  appear  in  “Distant  Fields”  which  rolls 
early  in  October. 


recognized.  They  stayed  out  of  the 
shooting. 

There  was  some  misgiving  when  the  bill 
was  reported  out.  Several  of  the  legisla- 
tors said  they  did  not  feel  the  bill  was 
constitutional.  Later,  the  bill  went  to 
Governor  Cochran  for  his  signature. 
Ascap’s  lobby  made  a determined  stand 
right  up  to  the  governor’s  office,  but 
Cochran,  with  pen  in  hand,  swished  out 
his  signature,  and  said  he  did  not  presume 
to  set  himself  up  as  a court,  and  the  test 
would  have  to  be  made  there. 

It  was  about  a month  after  this  emer- 
gency enactment  that  Ascap  filed  its  test 
case,  won  an  injunction  against  state  en- 
forcement, and  under  this  injunction  op- 
erations have  since  been  carried  on. 


Minneapolis — Distributors  here  claim 
that  sales  of  new-season  product  are  as 
good,  or  better,  than  for  the  corresponding 
period  a year  ago.  They  assert  that  re- 
sults in  out-of-town  situations  have  been 
exceedingly  “gratifying”  thus  far.  Selling 
of  Twin  City  independent  accounts  has 
not  yet  started  in  earnest,  it  being  too 
early  yet. 

M-G-M  reports  the  heaviest  sales  in 
years  outside  of  the  Twin  Cities  and  nu- 
merous inquiries  from  Minneapolis  and 
St.  Paul  accounts,  indicating  that  there 
will  be  little  resistance  from  this  source. 
As  a matter  of  fact,  it’s  stated,  a number 
of  Twin  City  deals  already  have  been 
closed. 

Last  year  was  a record  for  Warner  and 
this  year  to  date  is  running  neck  and  neck 
with  it,  according  to  C.  K.  Olson,  branch 
manager. 

Similar  claims  are  being  made  by  Para- 
mount, United  Artists,  RKO,  Columbia, 
Universal  and  RKO. 


Commonwealth  Managers 
Convene  Sept,  27-28 

Kansas  City — The  annual  convention  of 
theatre  managers  which  follows  Common- 
wealth Amusement  Corp.’s  summer  box- 
office  promotion,  the  “King  of  the  Sun” 
contest,  will  be  held  September  27  and 
28  at  the  Osage  Beach  Hotel,  Lake  of  the 
Ozarks.  While  ordinarily  the  second  day 
of  the  convention  is  made  an  “oi>en 
house”  for  film  and  allied  tradesmen,  this 
year,  due  to  conditions,  the  meeting  will 
be  a “closed”  one,  with  only  Common- 
wealth managers  and  executives  partici- 
pating. Most  of  the  convention  will  be 
taken  up  with  a discussion  of  the  group’s 
fall  promotion,  which  will  run  14  weeks 
and  end  January  6. 

Winners  of  the  King  of  the  Sun  con- 
test were  announced  this  week  by  Com- 
monwealth. The  first  five  places  were 
won,  in  that  order,  by  Rex  Barrett,  Co- 
lumbia, Mo.;  D.  E.  Fitton  and  Doyle  Brans- 
cum,  Harrison,  Ark.;  Raymond  McKit- 
trick,  Harrisonville,  Mo.;  M.  B.  Smith, 
Garden  City,  and  Lee  Miller,  Ashland, 
Kansas  City. 


Gets  Newsreel  Scoop  on 
German-Polish  Activity 

Minneapolis  — The  State  Theatre  here 
was  the  first  local  show  house  to  offer  a 
complete  newsreel  of  German-Polish  war 
activity.  The  film,  1,200  feet  in  length, 
was  taken  by  German  army  photographers 
in  bombers  and  on  the  ground,  and  it  ar- 
rived in  Minneapolis  by  airplane. 

The  reel  gives  a complete  picture  of  the 
Nazis’  march  through  Poland  and  the 
bombardment  from  warships.  Scenes  show 
target  cities  virtually  demolished  by 
bombers,  etc. 
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Salesmen  Must  Work 
Fast  Here 

Lincoln — It's  not  that  George  O.  Mon- 
roe, Colonial  exhibitor,  is  an  unfriend- 
ly man,  but  he  just  doesn't  have  any 
callers  at  his  home.  Callers  object  to 
his  choice  of  pets. 

He  has  a five-foot  bullsnake,  which 
suns  itself  and  plays  around  on  his 
lawn. 


Kaycee's  First-Run 
Map  Varies  Little 

Kansas  City — Little  change  in  product 
lineup  and  operating  policies  is  seen  for 
the  Kansas  City  first  run  situation  this 
year.  Available  product  is  being  distributed 
into  approximately  the  same  channels  as 
it  was  a year  ago. 

With  the  opening  of  the  Tower  and  Or- 
pheum  for  the  fall  season,  the  city  now 
has  six  first  runs  where  it  formerly  had 
only  five.  However,  the  800  seats  at  the 
Esquire,  newest  addition  to  the  first-run 
group,  is  not  enough  to  make  up  the  dif- 
ference between  the  RKO  Mainstreet,  now 
dark  two  seasons,  and  the  RKO  Orpheum, 
to  which  RKO  Radio  transferred  its  first- 
run  setup,  and  which  seats  1,500.  The 
Mainstreet  seated  over  3,000. 

The  increase  in  number  of  first  runs, 
however,  diffuses  available  product  an- 
other 16  or  17  per  cent,  and  makes  it  pos- 
sible that  product  will  get  a little  “thin” 
in  those  mid-season  and  last-of-the-sea- 
son  stretches  when  there  are  not  quite  so 
many  big  pictm’es  coming  out  of  Holly- 
wood. 

The  biggest  house,  the  Midland,  has 
probably  the  largest  number  of  pictures 
purchased.  As  it  had  last  year,  it  has  this 
season,  Metro,  Columbia,  United  Artists. 
However,  its  policy  of  straight  double  bill- 
ing, except,  possibly,  two  or  three  times 
during  12  months,  plus  the  fact  that  it 
very  seldom  holds  over  a bill  (not  any 
more  often  than  it  singles)  means  that  its 
numerical  picture  needs  are  the  largest  of 
any  first  run. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years  the 
Midland  has  picked  up  during  the  season 
a handful  of  pictures  from  Monogram  and 
Grand  National.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it 
has  been  the  largest  user  of  pictures  from 
these  two  companies  among  first  runs  here. 

The  Tower,  now  being  operated  under  a 
management  contract  by  Bernard  Joffee, 
probably  will  be  an  independent  buyer  of 
first  run  pictui’es  to  go  with  its  stage  show. 
Operating  the  combination  for  25  cents, 
the  policy  that  was  successful  when  Joffee 
and  Bill  Reinke  ran  the  house  before  it 
was  taken  over  by  Fox  Midwest,  the  house 
is  expected  to  take  what  product  20th-Fox 
has  available  plus  other  items  it  can  get 
“in  the  market.” 

The  Esquire  and  Uptown  currently  are 
using  only  singles,  and  are  showing  the 
same  bill  simultaneously.  They  are  ex- 
pected to  continue  a rather  uniform  policy 
of  single  bills,  using  what  they  had  avail- 
able last  year,  20th-Fox,  Universal,  and 


Republic.  With  that  much  product  avail- 
able, and  with  the  combined  seating  ca- 
pacity only  2,800,  the  two  houses  can  suc- 
cessfully hold  over  for  an  extra  week  or 
two  outstanding  films. 

With  Paramount  pictures  as  the  back- 
bone of  its  product  requirements,  and  with 
Warner  product  in  addition,  the  Newman 
has  a policy  of  singles  for  most  of  the  time, 
doubles  occasionally. 

The  Orpheum  is  singling  and  doubling, 
with  quality  and  availability  of  product 
deteiTnining  the  choice.  It  has  RKO,  of 
course,  plus  First  National. 

Total  first  run  seating  capacity  is  12,- 
400,  which  is  probably  less  than  average 
for  the  past  10  years. 

"Doc"  Cook  Hosts  Trade 
At  Maryville  Opening 

Maryville,  Mo. — C.  E.  “Doc”  Cook,  vet- 
eran exhibitor,  will  open  the  new  Tivoli 
'Theatre  here  Thursday,  September  28. 
The  800-seat  house  is  one  of  the  most 
modern  in  the  Middle  West,  and  even  has 
a beautiful  dancing  spot  in  the  basement. 
It  is  said  to  be  the  only  theatre  in  the 
world  so  equipped,  and  the  feature  is  to 
appeal  to  the  modern  youngster  who  likes 
to  dance  a lot.  When  they  buy  their 
tickets,  they  are  entitled  to  dance  in  the 
Tivoli. 

“Doc”  Cook  not  only  will  be  host  to  the 
public  Wednesday,  but  he  has  invited  the 
film,  theatre  and  allied  trades  to  attend 
“open  house”  during  the  day  and  evening 
at  Maryville.  “Doc”  has  arranged  for  golf 
at  the  country  club  in  the  afternoon,  a 
buffet  supper  in  the  evening,  and  other 
entertainment.  He  expects  one  of  the 
largest  trade  turnouts  in  years  to  a func- 
tion of  this  kind. 

Gus  Diamond's  New  House 
A Winner  in  El  Dorado 

El  Dorado,  Kas. — The  Roxy,  Gus  Dia- 
mond’s new  550-seat  house,  opened  'Thurs- 
day night,  September  14,  and  has  been 
doing  capacity  business  since.  Gus  also 
operates  the  Vogue  in  Salina,  Kas.,  and 
the  Howard,  Arkansas  City,  Kas. 

The  new  house  is  modern  throughout, 
with  new  equipment  and  furnishings. 

E.  H.  Siler,  who  has  been  in  the  theatre 
business  at  Lawrence,  Manhattan,  Junc- 
tion City,  Beloit,  Hiawatha,  Independence 
and  Olathe,  Kas.,  is  manager. 

Minnesota  Theatre  Cuts 
Mid- Afternoon  Scale 

Minneapolis — The  4,000-seat  Minnesota 
Theatre,  offering  stage  shows  and  first- 
run  independent  pictures,  under  the  man- 
aging directorship  of  Gordon  Greene,  has 
lowered  its  mid-afternoon  admission  price 
from  30  to  25  cents.  Scale  had  been  15 
cents  to  1 p.  m.  and  30  cents  thereafter  to 
closing.  Now  it’s  15  cents  to  1 p.  m.,  25 
cents  from  1 to  5:30  p.  m.  and  30  cents 
from  5 : 30  p.  m.  to  closing. 


Adapts  Third  "Cisco" 
Hollywood  — Leonard  Hoffman  is 
adapting  “The  Cisco  Kid  in  Chicago”  for 
20th -Fox  as  the  third  in  the  series  starr- 
ing Cesar  Romero. 


Allied  Protests  Lopez 
Show  as  "Unfair" 

Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied,  through 
its  president,  W.  A.  Steffes,  has  protested 
emphatically  to  the  civic  group  arranging 
the  Minneapolis  Century  Celebration, 
October  2 to  7,  against  its  bringing  of 
Vincent  Lopez  and  his  orchestra  to  the 
municipal  auditorium  as  a special  attrac- 
tion. 

There  will  be  a concert  and  dance  twice 
a day,  with  the  Lopez  orchestra  providing 
the  music  and  admission  scaled  at  the  low 
price  of  15  cents  for  matinees  and  25  cents 
for  nights. 

Northwest  Allied  contends  that  this  is 
unfair  opposition  for  the  show  houses.  It 
argues  that  a civic  celebration  financed 
by  all  the  taxpayers  should  not  do  any- 
thing to  injure  the  theatres.  The  fact 
that  the  competition  is  being  provided 
in  the  municipal  auditorium,  which  ex- 
hibitors, as  heavy  taxpayers,  help  to 
maintain,  makes  the  action  all  the  more 
reprehensible. 

Even  though  the  protest  goes  unheeded, 
as  now  is  indicated,  the  independent  ex- 
hibitors want  it  known,  Steffes  says,  that 
they  are  not  going  to  take  such  treatment 
lying  down  or  silently.  Their  protest,  he 
hopes,  will  make  the  civic  groups  “think 
twice”  the  next  time  before  “they  pull” 
anything  like  this  again. 

“We  can  appreciate  that  it  now  is  too 
late  to  cancel  this  attraction,  but  our  pro- 
test, we  feel,  will  prevent  a repetition  of 
this  wrong,  and,  if  it  does  that,  it  is  not 
going  for  naught,”  says  Steffes. 


Oscar  Johnson  Starts  Work 
On  New  Falls  City  House 

Falls  City,  Neb. — The  new  Rivoli  went 
under  construction  here  September  18. 
Oscar  S.  Johnson,  who  has  the  Rivoli 
and  Electric,  is  constructing  a new  550- 
seat  theatre  directly  across  the  street 
from  the  present  Rivoli,  which  will  be 
closed  when  the  new  one  opens.  A build- 
ing is  being  completely  remodeled  from 
sidewalls  inward  to  house  the  new  thea- 
tre. Johnson  already  has  purchased  the 
seats  for  the  house  from  the  Oklahoma 
Theatre  Supply  (L.  J.  Kimbriel),  Kansas 
City. 


"Lucrezia  Borgia" 
Ad  Copy  Torrid 

Minneapolis  — Time  Theatre  here 
has  had  some  torrid  display  adver- 
tising copy  for  “Lucrezia  Borgia,"  cur- 
rent offering.  Ads  quote  Walter  Win- 
chell  to  effect  that  picture  is  "hotter 
than  'Ecstasy',"  and  also  describe  the 
film  as  "the  daring  picture  of  the  sex- 
crazed  Borgias"  and  also  declare  "a 
sensation  from  Europe — suggested  adult 
entertainment."  New  York  Times  is 
quoted  as  stating  "guilty  of  loving  not 
wisely,  but  too  many." 
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"Rulers  of  the  Sea"  Craft 
Dock  a Day  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City  — Paramount’s  two  giant 
replicas  of  historic  ships  will  pull  up  at  the 
wharves  of  the  Missouri  River  in  Kansas 
City  sometime  the  latter  part  of  next  week 
for  a day’s  stay. 

In  the  interests  of  “Rulers  of  the  Sea,’’ 
Paramount  is  making  an  ambitious  8,500- 
mile  tour  of  the  U.  S.  by  land  and  water 
with  the  two  boats.  One  is  the  Sirius,  or 
Dog  Star;  the  other  is  the  Rulers  of  the 
Sea.  The  first  is  a replica,  exact  in  every 
detail,  of  a steamship  of  the  type  that 
made  the  first  crossing  of  the  Atlantic 
101  years  ago  by  steam.  The  second  is  a 
replica  of  a 3 -masted  square  rigger  of  the 
clipper  type.  Both  are  seaworthy  when 
ballasted,  are  built  to  quarter  scale. 

The  ships  left  Los  Angeles  September 
13  on  specially  built  trucks,  accompanied 
by  two  de  luxe  buses  equipped  with  bar, 
cocktail  lounge,  etc.  They  were  taken  to 
Salt  Lake,  Denver,  and  Omaha,  and  will 
come  down  the  Missouri  River  from 
Omaha  by  water.  They  will  be  taken  out 
of  the  water  here,  reloaded  on  the  trucks, 
and  go  across  to  Des  Moines,  Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Pitts- 
burgh, on  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
to  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  Memphis,  New 
Orleans,  Galveston,  Houston  and  Dallas. 
A lot  of  the  small  cities  and  towns  in  be- 
tween the  big  points  will  have  a chance  to 
see  the  caravan,  according  to  Arthur  Cole 
of  Paramount  here.  The  caravan  is, 
wherever  possible,  contacting  groups  of 
“Sea  Scouts’’  and  coast  guard. 


Pennington  Converts  Cozy 
At  Topeka  to  a First-Run 

Topeka,  Kas. — ’The  Cozy,  J.  E.  Pen- 
nington’s house  on  Kansas  avenue  here, 
this  week  opened  as  a first  nm  theatre. 
Pennington  has  purchased  all  the  new 
season  product  of  Warner  Bros.,  and  WB 
pictures  will  be  given  a week’s  showing 
at  an  advance  in  price  from  10  and  15 
to  25  and  30  cents.  The  Cozy  will  use 
a “variation”  policy,  going  to  two  changes 
a week  when  first  nm  product  is  not 
available. 

To  prepare  for  its  new  first  run  posi- 
tion, the  Cozy  was  completely  remodeled 
and  redecorated  by  Pennington.  Toilets 
were  moved  downstairs,  with  a stair  open- 
ing at  each  side  of  the  foyer.  The  audi- 
torium ceiling  and  the  lobby  sidewalls 
(from  which  all  frames  were  removed) 
were  finished  in  washable  leatherette.  New 
archways  into  the  theatre  were  created, 
glass  blocks  used  as  the  base  for  the 
boxoffice,  and  other  changes  made.  ’The 
house  has  400  seats. 


W.  L.  Norris  Distributing 
Sack  Amusement  Product 

Kansas  City  — W.  L.  Norris  has  taken 
over  distribution  of  Sack  Amusement  En- 
terprises’ product  in  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  will  set  up  a lo- 
cal office.  The  company  produces  pic- 
tures with  all-colored  casts,  and  has  24 
ready  for  distribution. 


Minimum  Giveaways 
In  Kansas  Houses 

Topeka,  Kas. — As  the  capital  of  Kansas 
and  one  of  the  state’s  largest  cities,  the 
film  business  in  Topeka  is  typical  of  the 
state.  A brief  survey  shows  that  currently 
prices  are  normal,  that  giveaways  have 
been  held  to  a minimum  (as  is  true  pretty 
much  of  Kansas  as  a whole) , and  that 
doubles,  while  apparently  a permanent 
stock  in  trade  of  theatres,  are  not  em- 
ployed as  widely  as  in  other  metropolitan 
centers. 

Numerically,  Topeka’s  12  theatres  (in- 
cluding two  in  North  Topeka)  are  divided 
equally  among  three  operators:  Fox  Mid- 
west Theatres,  Inc.,  with  the  Jayhawk, 
Grand,  Orpheum  and  Gem;  J.  E.  Pen- 
nington with  the  Cozy,  Crystal,  Best  and 
Ritz,  and  Simon  Galitzki  with  the  Coed, 
Novelty,  Princess  and  Kaw. 

The  price  range  is  five  to  40  cents. 
Only  recent  price  change  is  at  the  Cozy, 
where  J.  E.  Pennington,  on  September  17, 
went  to  25  and  30  cents  for  first  run 
showings  of  Warner  product.  The  Cozy 
has  been  getting  10  and  15  cents,  and 
will  be  again  for  split-week  double  bills 
between  Warner  pictures.  The  Crystal  gets 
10  and  15,  the  Best  5 and  15,  and  the  Ritz 
5 and  15  and  5 and  20. 

Top  Prices  to  Fox 

Regular  scale  at  the  Coed  is  10  and 
25  cents,  with  two  (Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday) nights  at  10  cents.  'The  Novelty 
has  a regular  price  of  5 and  15  cents  with 
one  10-cent  night.  The  Princess  and 
Kaw  in  North  Topeka  get  5 and  15  cents 
with  one  10-cent  night. 

Fox  houses  get  the  top  prices,  character- 
izing first  runs.  The  Jayhawk  and  Grand 
have  a 10-40  cent  scale,  the  Orpheum 
10-20  cents,  and  the  Gem  10-25  cents. 
The  Orpheum  occasionally  plays  hold- 
overs from  the  Grand  at  25  and  30  cents. 

’The  Cozy  currently  is  using  a china  deal 
on  Tuesday  nights,  the  first  time  in  seven 
years  the  house  has  had  a giveaway;  the 
Crystal  has  china  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day nights;  the  Best  and  Ritz  have  em- 
ployment night  Thursdays.  All  four  of 
Galitzki’s  houses  have  giveaways  one  night 
a week — dishes. 

Fox  has  no  regular  giveaway  policy, 
but  much  of  the  time  one  of  the  houses 
at  least  has  a giveaway  promotion,  such 
as  a refrigerator  or  radio. 

The  Jayhawk  singles,  occasionally  dou- 
bles, once  in  a while  has  a stage  show; 
at  the  Grand  the  policy  is  almost  con- 
sistently single;  at  the  Orpheum  it  is 
double  billing  almost  altogether,  and  at  the 
Gem  it  is  doubles  with  occasional  singles. 

Galitzki  doubles  for  the  most  part  in 
his  houses,  while  Pennington  will  single 
at  the  Cozy  this  winter  for  most  of  the 
time,  and  he  doubles  with  one  single 
change  at  the  other  houses. 


AVAILABLE  FOB  OLTKIGHT  S.VLE 

"GAMBLING  WITH  SOULS" 

A Money-making-  Film 
Western  Missouri  and  Kansas 
For  information  -write 

NAT  WOLFE,  Coininercinl  Film  Exchange 

2044  Broadway  Denver,  Colo. 


iReopenings  in  Kaycee 
Area  Slow  to  Start 


Kansas  City — Unseasonably  hot  weather 
during  the  first  three  weeks  of  September 
has  delayed  the  bulk  of  reopenings  in  the 
Kansas  City  area.  There  have  been  some 
reopenings,  notably  those  of  Pox  Midwest 
Theatres,  Inc.  Fox  now  has  most  of  its 
“B”  houses  doing  business  after  being 
dark  for  the  summer  months.  Recent  re- 
openings of  Fox  units  include  the  Or- 
pheum, Wichita,  Kas.;  Paramount,  Joplin, 
Mo.;  Cozy,  Dodge  City,  Kas.;  Princess, 
Kirksville,  Mo.;  Orpheum,  Topeka,  Kas. 

Some  of  the  other  theatres  over  the 
territory  are  increasing  the  number  of 
changes,  which  is,  for  the  average  inde- 
pendent house,  tantamount  to  clearing  the 
decks  for  fall.  A great  many  theatres  meet 
the  summer  slack  in  grosses  with  one  or 
two  fewer  changes  a week,  and  there  was 
probably  more  of  this  during  the  past 
summer  than  for  several  years  before.  Ex- 
hibitors dislike  to  close  down  houses  for 
any  extended  period  because  patronage 
that  goes  elsewhere  for  entertainment 
during  the  close-down  is  hard  to  win  back. 
Reduction  in  changes  cuts  down  overhead, 
maintains  customer  contact. 

Another  week  is  expected  to  determine 
the  extent  of  reopenings  and  increased 
changes.  By  that  time  weather  should  be 
moderated  to  fall  temperatures,  and  the 
business  squared  away  for  the  new  sea- 
son. 

One  weather  factor  that  has  an  import- 
ant bearing  on  future  business  is  the  cur- 
rent lack  of  moisture,  which  is  becoming 
fairly  serious  in  many  western  Missouri 
and  Kansas  spots. 


Schniderman  Succeeds 
Goldberg  at  Quality 

Kansas  City — Alex  Schniderman,  who 
has  been  assisting  Stanley  Goldberg  since 
August  1,  has  taken  over  the  Quality  Pre- 
mium Co.  as  representative  in  Missouri, 
Kansas,  and  Oklahoma.  Goldberg  resigned 
last  week  to  return  to  Monogram  as  city 
salesman,  office  manager  and  booker. 


Brookings  Business  Men 
Plan  a New  Theatre 

Brookings,  S.  D. — A new  theatre  is  be- 
ing planned  here  by  a group  of  local 
capitalists.  A formal  announcement  is 
promised  within  the  next  fortnight. 


QUALITY  POPCORN 

The  Best  Is  the  Cheapest 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  JUMBO 
HYBRID  PROCESS  JAP  HULLESS 

Iowa’s  Finest  Corn 

FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING 

— The  Best  — 

A Pure,  Sweet,  Neutral  Coooanut 
Oil,  Well  Colored 

Also  Salt,  Sacks  and  Boxes 

POPPERS'  SUPPLY  CO. 

KUBE  MELCHEK 

1717  Wyandotte  GK  0672 

Kansas  Cit.v,  Mo. 
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Week  We  Meet . . . 


-MRS.  H.  M.  BOOTH 

•pHE  “community’s  best  booster’’  is  the 

enviable  identification  bestowed  upon 
the  veteran  exhibitress,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Booth 
by  her  home  town  of  Rich  Hill,  Mo.,  where 
she  operates  the  Booth  Theatre — in  her 
own  words — “for  30  years  in  one  town.’’ 

These  “30  years”  were  but  a few  weeks 
back  fittingly  observed  by  Mrs.  Booth  with 
the  opening  of  the  New  Booth  Theatre — 
a house  so  thoroughly  remodeled  and 
modernized  as  to  be  virtually  new  and  one 
that  is  as  much  the  pride  of  the  commun- 
ity as  it  is  of  its  popular  and  civic-minded 
owmer. 

The  occasion  of  the  opening  brought 
forth  a tribute  from  the  local  newspaper 
not  only  for  the  house  as  a beautiful  addi- 
tion to  the  town,  but  for  its  owner  as  well. 
Said  the  paper  of  the  Booths:  “They  have 
always  been  courteous  to  their  public  and 
no  house  could  be  more  generous  to  the 
public  than  they  have  been  with  their 
house.  When  a public  enterprise  needed 
some  money  to  get  them  out  of  the  ‘red’ 
the  Booths’  theatre  has  always  been  more 
than  willing  t-o  do  its  part.  No  town  enter- 
prise has  ever  gone  away  from  them  with- 
out their  support  . . . Many  a time  has 
she  had  the  opportunity  to  sell  the  house 
here  at  a handsome  profit  but  she  pre- 
ferred to  stay  by  the  ship  and  stay  she 
did.  In  this  as  well  as  any  other  move- 
ment to  make  Rich  Hill  a better  town  you 
could  always  find  Mrs.  Booth  on  the  side 
of  the  town’s  welfare  . . . With  her  time 
as  well  as  money  she  can  always  be  found 
solidly  behind  the  best  interests  of  Rich 
Hill.” 

This  opening  of  the  modern  theatre  by 
Mrs.  Booth  is  in  line  with  her  policy  of 
being  in  front  in  the  parade  of  progress. 
From  the  old  days  of  a pause  while  the 
operator  changed  reels  (the  house  was 
then  known  as  the  Happy  Theatre)  to  the 
present  two-machine,  talking  picture  days, 
this  trait  of  being  up-to-the-minute  has 
manifested  itself  steadily  in  her  career  as 
a show- woman. 

Tire  Booth  was  the  first  Rich  Hill  thea- 
tre to  put  over  with  real  success  the  Fam- 
ily Night  policy.  The  ten  cent  admission 
of  Family  Night,  coupled  with  choice  pro- 
grams and  imfailing  courtesy  always  found 
at  the  Booth,  have  made  the  house  a 
Thursday  night  rendezvous  for  the  citi- 
zenry from  miles  around. 

The  location  of  the  theatre,  as  w'ell  as 
the  name  has  changed  many  times  and  it 
has  experienced  many  vicissitudes,  includ- 
ing a fire  which  destroyed  the  Opera 
House,  forerunner  of  the  modern  Booth 
Theatre. 

The  Booth  today  is  aU  that  modern 
architecture  and  technology  can  make  it. 


SEK  OUK  FEUOKESCENT  LIGHTING  FOR 
YOLK  LIGHTING 

CENTRAL  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 

E.  C.  L.EEVES,  Ck^neral  Manag:er 
115  West  18th  St. — GK.  9398 — Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Gay,  attractive  lighting  adorns  the  stucco 
front  of  the  house,  reflecting  from  the 
ultra-modern  glass  boxoffice.  Black  and 
blue  asphalt  tile  rock  floors  the  lobby 
leading  into  the  indirect-lighted,  heavily 
carpeted  foyer.  The  building  is  fire-proof 
and  air-conditioned  and  newly  reseated 
with  fine,  leather-upholstered  chairs. 

The  projection  booth  features  the  very 
latest  in  equipment,  furnished  with  auto- 
matic fire  doors,  new  machines  and  new 
sound. 

Through  the  years,  Mrs.  Booth  kept 
pace  and  faith  with  the  community  that 
now  points  so  pridefully  to  her  and  the 
fine  theatre  she  has  given  Rich  Hill. 

Incorporation  Papers  to 
Kansas  City  Company 

Jefferson  City  — Commonweath  Ells- 
worth Theatre  Corp.,  Inc.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  has  received  a certificate  of  incor- 
poration from  the  secretary  of  state’s  of- 
fice. It  calls  for  100  shares  of  no  par 
value  stock.  The  incorporators:  Richard 
P.  Brous,  96  shares;  John  H.  Foard,  R.  B. 
McCreight,  Ruth  Hall  and  C.  Whitlow, 
one  share  each. 

Monroe  Resumes  First-Run 
Policy  on  September  24 

Lincoln — Colonial,  George  O.  Monroe’s 
action  spot,  returns  to  a first  run  policy 
September  24,  and  resumes  on  a dual 
split  basis.  For  the  past  month,  it  has  been 
trafficking  in  dual-seconds,  on  a split 
week  basis. 


Heckelmann  Sells  Theatre 

Cannon  Falls,  Minn. — E.  C.  Heckelmann 
has  sold  his  theatre  here  to  Jerome  Sil- 
ver. The  new  owner  will  operate  the 
showhouse. 


COL  YEAGER,  RKO  film  peddler,  is 
romancing  an  Omaha  girl  and  it  looks 
like  the  real  thing  this  time,  our  scouts 
tell  us  . . . Opal  Woodson,  United  Artists 
steno,  is  almost  in  tears  about  half  the 
time  because  her  boy  friend  is  out  of  town 
. . . Ted  Mendenhall,  Paramount  boss,  is 
making  a business  trip  through  the  Omaha 
territory. 

Congrats  this  week:  Lucille  Clow  and 
W.  A.  Kahm,  Paramount;  H.  R.  Barker. 
UA  salesman;  F.  A.  Thomassen,  Scott-Bal- 
lantyne  Co.,  all  birthdays  . . . Robert 
Sirneril,  Scott-Ballantyne,  21sf  wedding 
anniversary . 

Ed  Kugel,  State,  Holstein,  la.,  celebrated 
his  19th  wedding  anniversary  this  week 
. . . J.  Morgan  Reynolds,  Bertrand  Thea- 
tre at  Bertrand,  Neb.,  and  Elwood,  Elwood, 
Neb.,  has  a birthday  this  week.  Add  the 
number  of  years  he  has  been  married  to 
the  number  he’s  been  an  exhibitor  and 
you  have  his  age. 

Everett  Finch  has  opened  the  Sun  at 
Shelby,  Neb.  . . . Harold  Garber  has  re- 
turned to  Columbia  as  poster  clerk,  suc- 
ceeding Barney  Miller  . . . V.  B.  Trent, 
Metro  office  manager,  also  is  doing  some 
bookmg  while  Hazel  Anderson  is  laid  up 
with  a broken  leg. 

Bob  Ballantyne  and  his  chief  sound 
engineer,  Charlie  Craig,  went  to  Chicago 
on  business.  Ballantyne  also  visited  his 
daughter,  Joyce,  while  there  . . . Opening 
of  the  Whiting  Theatre  at  Whiting,  la., 
was  set  for  this  week.  Eugene  E.  Hopkins 
is  the  new  exhibitor. 

Minerva  Robertson,  Joyo,  Coleridge, 
Neb.,  just  had  a birthday  . . . Roy  Syfert, 
Ainsworth,  Neb.,  celebrated  his  birthday 
and  wedding  anniversary  one  day  apart 
last  week  . . . E.  S.  Tompkins,  Winfield, 
la.,  his  sixth  wedding  anniversary  . . . Also 
a wedding  anniversary  for  H.  P.  Borah, 
Bryant,  S.  D.,  and  John  Anderson,  Plank- 
ington,  S.  D.,  who  has  houses  at  Plank- 
ington.  White  River  and  Kimball,  S.  D. 

A change  of  ownership  rumored  at  Vil- 
lisca,  la.,  but  haven’t  been  able  to  confirm 
it  yet  . . . Phil  Lannon,  exhibitor  at  West 
Point,  Neb.,  is  making  all  the  county  fairs 
with  his  prize  stock  . . . Charlie  Fraser, 
Joyo,  Havelock,  Neb.,  in  town. 

Davenport  Street  still  looks  like  the 
European  battle  front  because  of  paving 
activities  . . . Harry  Schiller,  exhibitor  at 
Grand  Island,  Neb.,  on  the  Row  . . . Also 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Andress,  Ponca,  Neb., 
and  Hy  Hollander,  Schleswig,  la. 

The  Lincoln  crowd  were  guests  of  Frank 
Van  Husan  at  a fish  dinner  at  the  Cinema 
Club.  Present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charlie 
Shire,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hank  Keller,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bob  Livingston,  Vincent  DiFiore  and 
Howard  Federer  . . . H.  H.  Thomas,  Kings- 
ley, la.,  was  on  Filmrow. 

Reports  from  various  districts  in  the 
Omaha  trade  area  report  a slight  increase 
in  business  after  the  war  situation  had 
leveled  some.  Exhibitors  reported  that  for 
a few  weeks  many  patrons  stayed  at  home 
to  listen  to  radios. 
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pROM  Tom  Edwards,  Ozark,  Eldon,  Mo., 
comes  the  comment  that  “a  lady  called 
and  asked  what  was  showing,  and  when 
informed  that  it  was  ‘Dark  Victory,’  said 
‘I’m  tired  of  seeing  Joe  Louis  on  the 
screen,’  and  hung  up.” 

Walter  Branson,  district  manager  for 
RKO,  was  here  Monday  for  a meeting  with 
salesmen  and  exchange  officials. 

Roy  Knapp’s  Rough  Riders,  a group  of 
children  in  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  who  have 
appeared  often  at  the  American  Royal, 
will  appear  in  motion  pictures  following 
the  signing  of  a contract  last  week  with 
Knapp  by  L.  J.  MacCarthy  and  Martin 
Pinkelstein,  former  Fox  Midwest  man- 
agers who  now  are  producing  on  the  coast. 
It  was  indicated  release  might  be  through 
Grand  National,  and  that  the  lads  probably 
will  be  called  the  Rough  Riders  of  the 
Kaw. 

Visitors:  Lee  Sproule,  Newton,  Kas.;  E. 
E.  Tagaden,  McPherson,  Kas.;  Charles 
Fisk,  Butler,  Mo.;  F.  L.  Lisbona,  Maitland, 
Mo.;  A.  E.  Jarboe,  Cameron,  Mo.;  Walter 
Lovan,  Park  Theatre,  Eldorado  Springs, 
Mo.;  Tom  Wilhoit,  Plattsburg,  Mo.;  W.  G. 
Forest,  Rex,  Joplin,  Mo.;  Paul  Taylor, 
Richmond,  Mo.;  Curly  Wilson,  Excelsior 
Springs,  Mo.,  still  bearded  up  for  the  Mul- 
esta;  Ray  Musselman,  Princess,  Lincoln, 
Kas.;  George  Nescher,  Valley  Falls,  Kas. 

The  Sun,  local  suburban  house,  is  closed 
for  repairs  to  the  booth,  which  burned  last 
week. 

Rube  Melcher  of  the  Poppers’  Supply 
Co.  announces  that  he  is  handling  two 
kinds  of  popcorn — South  American  Jumbo 
and  Jap  Hulless,  which  is  of  hybrid  pro- 
cess. Also  other  supplies  are  carried  in 
stock. 

Social  notes:  Bob  Garrett  of  Metro  was 
married  September  23.  Dorothy  Moser, 
Metro,  is  being  married  September  30  . . . 
At  the  same  office:  Mary  Ryan  and  No- 
rine  Pugh  are  on  vacation. 

On  the  Row:  F.  S.  Riegel,  Wiley,  Wiley, 
Kas.,  in  for  the  first  time  in  a long  time; 
M.  B.  Presley,  Globe,  Savannah,  Mo.;  H.  F. 
Higgins,  Princess,  St.  Marys,  Kas. 

The  father  of  Les  and  Ralph  Durland 
died  in  Lawrence,  Kas.,  last  Monday.  A 
number  of  Filmrowites  attended  the  fun- 
eral. Les  is  former  manager  of  the  Mono- 
gram exchange  and  Ralph  is  service  man- 
ager for  Film  Delivery  in  Wichita. 

Two  out-of-town  officials  were  visitors 
at  the  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  branch 
the  past  week.  They  were  J.  Eldon  Peak 
of  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co.’s  main 
office  in  Oklahoma  City  and  A.  A.  Sims 
of  the  Hey wood-Wake field  Seating  Co. 


Greenfield  Plaza  Sold 

Greenfield,  Mo.  — A.  J.  Simmons  has 
sold  the  Plaza  Theatre  here  to  E.  A.  Pet- 
erson of  Chicago  and  formerly  of  Lock- 
wood,  Mo. 


Don  Davis  Team  Heads 
Tourney's  Second  Week 

Kansas  City — The  second  week  of  the 
Variety  Club  tournament  finds  Don  Davis 
off  to  a good  start  in  first  place  with  six 
games  won  and  none  lost.  Warner  is  run- 
nerup  with  only  one  game  lost  so  far.  Fin- 
ton  Jones,  National  Screen  and  Dubinsky 
are  tied  for  third  place  with  three  games 
apiece.  Results  Friday,  September  15: 

Team — W.  I-.. 


Dubiiiaky  Bros 

785 

7:{(i 

761 

2282 

3 0 

Cinema  Club  

rac 

727 

052 

3139 

0 3 

Don  Davis  

G88 

683 

648 

2019 

3 0 

Barker.s  

....  Did  not  bowl 

0 3 

I'iiiton  Jones  

....  Did  not  bowl 

0 3 

Warner  Bro.ti 

577 

630 

577 

1784 

3 0 

Fiim  Delivery  

873 

789 

704 

2365 

1 2 

National  Screen  . . . 

818 

849 

794 

2482 

2 1 

TEAM 

STANDINGS 

Won 

Dost 

ret. 

Don  Davis  

. . . 6 

0 

1.000 

Warner  Bros 

1 

.833 

Finton  Jones  

3 

.500 

National  ,'Sereen 

. . . 3 

3 

.500 

Dubinsky  Bros.  . . . 

. . . 3 

3 

.500 

Barkers  

o 

4 

.333 

Film  Delivery  .... 

4 

.333 

Cinema  Club  

. . . 0 

0 

.000 

SKPTEMBKll  SE'HEDUEE 

Alleys 

Dubinsky  Bros.  vs.  A\arner  Bros 19-20 

Eilin  Delivery  vs.  Fiiiton  Jones 21-22 

Cinema  Club  vs.  National  Screen 23-24 

Barkers  vs.  Don  Davis  25-20 

ATTENTION  ADD  BOWDEUS!!!! 

The  Variety  Club  Tent  No.  8 of  Kansas  City 
lias  had  outstanding  distinction  of  being  one  of 
Kansas  City’s  leading  bowLng  leagues.  They  have 
shown  their  act  of  kindness  and  charity  at  all 
times  in  supporting  fully  the  Kansas  City  “Star”- 
Variety  Club  Charity  Tournament  wliich  has 


Peterson  "Freezem"  Mlg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
115  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  GRand  9398 


Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Distributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
126  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City, 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


On  K,  C.  Variety  Club 
Bulletin  Board 

September  25 — Noon  Luncheon. 
October  2 — Annual  Golf  Tournament, 
Ivanhoe. 

October  9 — Election  of  officers. 
November  10 — Movie  Ball. 


Grand  Island  Operator  Is 
Nebraska  Labor  Head 

Lincoln — Roy  M.  Brewer,  a motion  pic- 
ture operator  in  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Nebraska  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  here  for  the  fourth  succes- 
sive term. 

Brewer  has  been  very  active  for  the  past 
two  legislative  sessions  in  lobbying  labor’s 
cause. 

His  election  was  unanimous,  by  acclama- 
tion. 


opened  the  eyes  of  all  the  bowlers  of  Kansas  City. 
Surely  we  are  not  going  to  let  this  league  fall  by 
tlie  wayside  for  lack  of  bowlers.  This  league 
sliould  be  very  interesting  as  all  the  "hot  shot" 
bowlers  are  now  out  of  it  and  the  average  bowler 
has  his  chance.  Let’s  get  behind  thiS  league  and 
get  some  men.  AVe  would  like  to  see  full  teams 
on  the  alleys  by  next  Friday. 

LEON  ABRAHAMS,  President 
JIMMY  LEWIS,  Vice-President 
FRANK  LAMBADER,  Secretary 


Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr.,  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Casail,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treos. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUtID  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 
Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  SL 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 
Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 


KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 
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Skyward  to  ^^CavelF' 

By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 


Des  Moines — We  left  Des  Moines  at 
5:45  p.  m.  and  flew  on  RKO  wings  to 
Chicago,  arriving  just  in  time  to  catch  the 
preview  of  Anna  Neagle’s  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell”  at  the  RKO  Palace.  After  the 
show,  we  visited  with  the  brilliant  Miss 
Neagle  and  her  director,  Herbert  Wilcox 
for  about  an  hour  at  the  Blackstone,  and 
then  were  rushed  into  a taxi  by  Connie 
Krebs  and  Ralph  Rolan,  barely  making  the 
airport  in  time  for  40  winks  on  the  plane 
between  Chicago  and  Omaha.  We  had  the 
plane  all  to  ourselves  from  Omaha  to  DM, 
so  were  able  to  nod  with  jaw  unbecoming- 
ly ajar  until  we  got  back  home  . . . whew! 

Miss  Neagle  is  as  fine  as  the  character 
she  depicts  in  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  (Pro- 
nounced “Cavell”  as  in  “cavalcade”  not 
“Cavell”  as  in  “Veil,  Vot  do  you  want?”). 
She  was  sweet  to  everyone,  including  Dick 
Calkins,  Buck  Rogers  cartoonist  who  had 
crashed  the  party  and  wasn’t  too  sober. 
She  spoke  of  May  Robson’s  kindness,  and 
Zasu  Pitts’  timidity.  She  said  May  Rob- 
son is  75  and  had  her  first  tooth  pulled  on 
the  “Nurse  Cavell”  set  . . . Zasu,  she  says, 
has  never  seen  herself  on  the  screen. 

When  Wilcox  told  Anna  we  had  flown 
to  Chicago  just  to  see  her,  she  acted  sin- 
cerely agog  at  the  trip  and  said  she’s 
never  yet  been  on  a plane.  She  takes  her 
first  flight  when  she  flies  back  to  Eng- 
land on  the  Clipper!  Both  she  and  Wil- 
cox have  offered  their  services  to  the 
British  government.  Miss  Neagle  is  clas- 
sically beautiful  and  extraordinarily  in- 
telligent. She  discusses  not  only  her  own 
phase  of  the  business,  but  has  an  ex- 
pert knowledge  of  the  technical  and  dis- 
tributing end  of  the  problem.  She  remarked 
how  far  ahead  America  is  of  England  in 
the  film  industry. 

We  hope  when  Anna  gets  back  to  Eng- 
land, she’ll  abandon  the  smattering  of 
glamour  HoUywood  sprinkled  on  her. 
Glamour  is  so  often  to  call  attention  away 
from  an  unfortunate  lack  of  anything  else 
— Miss  Neagle  isn’t  suffering  from  any 
lack. 

Most  astounding  thing  about  her:  Her 
animation  and  vivacity  in  reality  as  com- 
pared to  her  reserve  and  sternness  on 
the  screen.  (“But  that’s  the  fun  of  acting 
—being  exactly  the  sort  you  aren’t,”  she 
said  when  we  mentioned  it).  Most  amus- 
ing thing  we  noticed:  The  speed  with 
which  the  ham  and  cheese  in  the  sand- 
wiches changed  to  chicken  when  we  sat 
down  beside  Miss  Neagle. 

We  discovered  a rival  to  the  unique  ring 
S.  Barret  McCormick  wears  in  New  York. 
It’s  a beetle  ring  on  the  finger  of  Connie 
Krebs  in  Hollywood.  It  was  designed  by 
Eric  Magnusen,  Tiffany’s  gold  and  silver 
smith.  Connie  also  wears  an  astonishing 
watch  band  designed  for  him.  Ken  Clay- 
ton and  Krebs,  who  haven’t  seen  each 
other  since  Ken  was  in  Hollywood  last  win- 
ter, seemed  glad  to  meet  again  and  jab- 
bered together  like  a couple  of  old  maids. 
Louis  Alleman  II  told  us  Paul  Snell  was 
there  from  Hollywood  too,  but  we  didn’t 
get  to  see  him.  Young  Alleman  was  re- 
sponsible for  digging  up  return  space  on 


the  plane  when  there  wasn’t  any.  Charlie 
Levy  promised  us  a new  Pinnochio  for 
Mitzi.  Charlie  was  feeling  chipper  about 
the  way  he’d  bribed  a barber  so  he  could 
grab  a few  hours’  rest — the  barber  covered 
him  up  in  his  chair  and  gave  him  a mas- 
sage on  awakening. 

Buck  Herzog  of  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel 
haunted  the  halls  in  search  of  the  pla- 
carded room.  Ask  Keith  Wilson  about  his 
little  accident  in  front  of  the  elevator  . . . 
Those  beautiful  white  linen  hankies  Ralph 
Rolan  wears  in  his  breast  pocket  are  from 
the  dozen  sent  him  each  Christmas  by 
Walter  McNally  who  owns  most  of  the 
theatres  in  Ireland.  McNally  was  once 
a baritone  on  the  circuit  here  in  America. 

Our  flying  trip  to  Chicago  was  certainly 
a success  and  very  worthwhile.  Our  only 
mishap  was  in  leaving  our  coat  (the  black 
and  white  checkered  number  Chick  Fried- 
man says  we  ought  to  wear  when  we  bet  on 
the  ponies) . We  feel  sure  that  Krebs,  Levy, 
Alleman  II  or  someone  will  see  that  we  get 
it  back. 


^HE  “Paramount  Navy”  apparently  has 
been  sunk  by  the  Iowa  highway  commis- 
sion despite  the  efforts  of  newspaper  and 
political  friends  here.  They  can’t  get  un- 
der the  fact  that  four  of  the  underpasses 
on  the  proposed  routes  are  less  than  the 
13  feet  required  by  the  “Rulers  of  the  Sea” 
replicas  . . . The  Des  Moines  orphan,  Mar- 
gery Gorman  is  receiving  a complete  pic- 
torial record  of  her  Hollywood  visit  to  see 
Linda  Ware  from  Paramount  and  the 
Register -Tribune. 

Bill  School  was  in  Des  Moines  last  week. 
He  trekked  from  here  to  Sioux  City  and 
Waterloo  . . . Has  G.  Ralph  dropped  that 
very  decorative  first  initial  or  was  the  re- 
porter responsible  for  its  being  omitted  in 
the  Register,  Monday?  Ralph  Abbott, 
visiting  Jam  Handy  man,  has  a manicure 
that’ll  knock  your  eyes  out.  Wonder  how 
he  keeps  it  up  in  DM?  Met  lies  and  Mc- 
Kinney pulling  out  of  Iowa  Film  on  their 
new  motorcycles.  They  stopped  and  offered 
to  put  Mitzi  on  the  back  of  one  and  us  on 
the  other  . . . For  a wonder  we  had  the 
decorum  to  refuse,  although  we  were  dying 
to  take  ’em  up. 

When  Joan  Edwards,  singer  with  Paul 
Whiteman,  was  here  during  the  Fair,  she 
stopped  in  at  D’Arcy’s  to  buy  a pair  of 
shoes  which  took  her  fancy.  She  told  the 
clerk  to  ship  them  on  to  New  York  because 
she  wouldn’t  need  them  until  she  got  back. 
DM’s  hot-shot  bootery  is  preening  its 
feathers  because  the  little  singer,  who 
could  shop  any  number  of  other  places, 
found  their  merchandise  to  her  liking  . . . 
War  news  coverage  being  what  it  is,  all 
newsreels  are  coming  in  for  special  screen 
room  attention  from  Dorothy  Day,  Tri- 
States  publicity  chief  and  Clayton  at  the 
R&T. 


War's  Effect  Trade's 
Favorite  Subject 


Kansas  City — Effect  of  war  on  the  mo- 
tion picture  business  currently  is  the  No. 
1 subject  of  conversation  and  speculation 
along  Filmrow.  A number  of  war  and 
“war  type”  pictures  are  being  re-issued: 
some  are  being  made  and  released.  The 
question  is  whether  such  pictures  will  ap- 
peal to  the  public.  Another  phase  of  the 
situation  is  whether  war  wUl  stimulate 
business  generally  and  the  film  business 
particularly  in  America. 

A review  of  the  situation  leaves  the 
question  of  war  picture  popularity  in 
doubt.  Few  observers  wiU  hazard  a guess 
as  to  the  appeal  such  pictures  will  have. 
Exhibitors  are  wary  on  the  subject. 
They’re  going  to  wait  and  see,  a good  war 
picture  looks  right  now  like  a first  class 
bet  for  promotion. 

As  to  the  other  question,  whether  war 
will  help  business,  there  seems  to  be  less 
doubt.  An  extended  war  inevitably  will 
hike  prices,  increase  payrolls,  put  people 
back  to  work. 

Those  who  can  remember  the  last  war 
as  it  affected  the  industry  point  out  that 
war  pictures  then  were  very  popular.  “The 
Beast  of  Berlin”  cleaned  up  for  Universal. 
Pathe  made  a feature  of  war  action  shots 
which  did  exceptionally  well.  “Hearts  of 
the  World”  made  money.  “Behind  the 
Front,”  a war  comedy  with  Beery  and  Hat- 
ton, took  real  money.  The  popularity  of 
war  pictures  lasted  beyond  the  Armistice; 
as,  witness  “Intolerance”  in  1919,  “The 
Big  Parade,”  etc. 

Reissues  Show  Strength 

A re-issue  of  Universal’s  “All  Quiet  on 
the  Western  Front”  has  made  an  outstand- 
ing record  at  the  St.  Louis  Theatre  in  St. 
Louis  in  the  past  two  weeks,  and  the  un- 
censored version  of  this  picture  as  well  as 
U’s  “Road  Back”  is  being  prepared  for 
immediate  release. 

One  observer  who  was  in  the  business 
at  the  time  of  the  last  war  pointed  out  that 
when  it  started,  there  wasn’t  the  same  feel- 
ing against  Germany  as  there  is  in  the 
present  hostilities.  When  the  stories  of 
atrocities  in  Belgium  began  to  seep  through 
and  after  the  sinking  of  the  Lusitania,  a 
bitter  feeling  against  Germany  developed. 
It  was  at  this  point  that  war  pictures  be- 
gan to  do  business.  Naturally  such  pic- 
tures were  pro-Allies. 

Of  course  there  are  different  condi- 
tions today.  There  are  more  newsreels, 
and  people  have  been  seeing  war  pictures — 
from  China,  Spain,  Ethiopia.  This  may 
have  a bearing  on  the  public  appetite  for 
war  themes.  They  may  not  be  so  “hun- 
gry” for  war  features,  but  that  simply  is 
a speculation.  They  may  want  them  very 
much.  One  thing  is  certain:  the  picture 
is  going  to  have  to  be  good,  whether  it 
deals  with  war  or  not,  to  take  money.  The 
public  taste  in  pictures  has  gone  a long 
way  since  1914-17  and  no  matter  how  keen 
an  interest  it  might  have  in  the  war,  a 
poor  war  picture  probably  won’t  do  any 
better  than  a poor  picture  of  any  other 
kind. 

Several  exhibitors  here  recently  have 
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played  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.”  It 
has  not  done  particularly  well.  John 
Wolfberg,  Strand  and  Giles,  for  instance, 
piayed  it  at  the  height  of  the  crisis  and 
the  opening  of  the  war,  and  advertised, 
“These  are  pians  Hi  tier  has  for  America!” 
and  the  like,  without  much  result. 

Wolfberg  notes  that  several  companies 
plan  war  pictures,  but  that  Warner  Bros., 
makers  of  “Nazi  Spy”  are  emphasizing 
comedies,  indicating  their  belief  that  peo- 
ple will  not  want  too  much  of  the  horror 
of  war,  that  they  will  want  to  “escape,” 
to  be  entertained.  Wolfberg,  while  keep- 
ing an  open  mind,  thinks  the  WB  poiicy 
may  be  the  right  one. 

The  one  Kansas  City  house  which  prob- 
ably will  be  most  affected  by  the  Euro- 
pean war  is  the  Vogue,  which  has  operated 
successfully  for  the  past  year  as  a “special 
policy”  theatre  showing  top  flight  foreign- 
made  pictures,  English  and  foreign  lan- 
guage films.  With  foreign  production  at 
a standstill,  and  likely  to  remain  that  way 
for  the  duration  of  the  war,  the  Vogue’s 
supplies  of  foreign  product  wili  eventually 
nm  out. 

The  Vogue,  and  other  units  over  the 
country  in  the  Rosener  group,  have  pur- 
chased all  the  good  foreign  pictures  avail- 
abie  up  to  date,  according  to  R.  B.  Lloyd, 
manager.  They  don’t  expect  any  more 
from  Europe,  which  probabiy  will  mean  a 
change  in  the  theatre’s  poiicy.  Just  what 
the  policy  will  be  it  is  too  early  to  tell. 

War  and  the  scarcity  of  foreign  films 
should  add  boxoffice  lustre  to  those  the 
Vogue  shows  from  now  on. 

While  exhibitors  and  others  are  waiting 
to  see  what  war  will  bring,  they  at  least 
have  this  advantage  over  those  in  the 
business  during  the  last  war,  they  have 
some  background  on  which  to  base  policies 
during  the  current  war. 


Definite  Variety  Charity 
Is  Appeal  by  Blotchy 

Minneapolis — Ben  Biotcky,  Twin  City 
Variety  Club  first  assistant  barker,  has 
sent  out  an  appeal  to  all  club  members  to 
bestir  themselves  and  aid  the  charity  com- 
mittee in  choosing  a charity  to  be  the 
beneficiary  of  the  $22,000  fund  which  the 
organization  proposes  to  raise  the  ensuing 
year  for  a philanthropic  purpose. 

“One  of  the  important,  if  not  the  most 
important,  matter  taken  up  at  our  meet- 
ing held  on  September  11,”  wrote  Mr. 
Biotcky,  “was  in  regard  to  the  club  choos- 
ing some  definite,  outstanding,  important 
charity  that  it  can.  sponsor  and  get  be- 
hind of  in  a big  way. 

“The  matter  is  still  unsettled.  A motion 
was  made  that  every  member  give  much 
thought  and  do  a great  deal  of  surveying, 
and  then  make  a recommendation  in  writ- 
ing to  the  charity  committee  chairman, 
suggesting  the  charity  which  should  be 
supported. 

“Please  keep  this  in  mind  and  foliow 
through  sincerely  so  that  we  can  reach  a 
decision  at  our  next  meeting,  October  9. 
We  beg  of  you  to  concentrate  on  this  mat- 
ter and  thus  enabie  us  to  settie  it  at  that 
session.  If  that  is  done  we  can  start  the 
ball  rolling  speedily  and  be  on  our  way  to- 
wards doing  a big  and  good  job.” 


“^HE  WOMEN”  ran  ten  days  at  Duluth 
and  knocked  ’em  dead.  It’s  due  in 
Minneapolis  soon  . . . “Dr.  I.  Q.”  is  out  of 
the  Minnesota  Theatre.  He  had  been  mak- 
ing one  appearance  a week  . . . The  Para- 
mount exchange  is  staging  a golf  tourna- 
ment of  its  own  . . . Morris  Abrams, 
M-G-M  exploiteer,  back  after  a swing 
around  the  territory  . . . C.  K.  Olson,  War- 
ner branch  manager,  was  in  Chicago  in 
conjimction  with  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  circuit  deal  for  new-season  prod- 
uct. He  participated  in  the  conferences 
along  with  Ben  Kalminson  and  Harry 
Herbel,  western  division  sales  manager  and 
district  manager,  respectively,  and  John 
J.  Friedl,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  gen- 
eral manager. 

Paramount  reports  “Beau  Geste"  hitting 
a fast  clip  throughout  the  territory.  It  did 
a hang-up  business  at  the  State  here  last 
week  and  has  moved  over  to  the  Century 
for  a continuation  of  its  loop  first  run. 
The  raging  war  apparently  has  increased 
its  boxoffice  power  . . . Don  Conley,  Co- 
lumbia’s popular  northern  Minnesota 
salesman,  has  fully  recovered  from  his  ap- 
pendectomy and  is  back  on  the  job  . . . 


Potter  Chosen  Director  of 
National  Critics  Poll 

Minneapolis — Merle  Potter,  Minneapolis 
Times-Tribune  film  editor,  has  been 
chosen  director  of  the  annual  poll  to  be 
conducted  by  the  motion  picture  critics  of 
the  country  to  reward  films  of  dis- 
tinguished merit.  He  was  named  at  a 
meeting  of  a special  committee  recently 
appointed  in  New  York  to  form  a national 
association  of  motion  picture  critics.  Pot- 
ter conducted  three  national  polls  for  the 
Minneapolis  Journal  before  that  news- 
paper suspended  publication. 

As  director  for  the  critics’  organization. 
Potter  will  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  an- 
nual poll  which  heretofore  has  been  limit- 
ed to  the  naming  of  the  actor  and  the  ac- 
tress who  have  given  the  best  perform- 
ance of  the  year  and  the  one  best  picture 
of  the  year. 

Under  the  new  plan,  the  best  support- 
ing players  among  actors  and  actresses,  the 
best  job  of  direction  and  the  boy  and  girl 
most  likely  to  attain  stardom  also  will  be 
included  in  the  poll.  Suitable  awards  will 
go  to  the  poll  winners. 

At  the  New  York  meeting.  Potter  also 
was  named  governor  for  the  Minnesota 
and  the  North  and  South  Dakota  district 
of  the  Film  Critics  of  North  America. 


Anne  Stuart 

Lincoln — Anne  Stuart,  63,  one  third 
owner  of  the  Stuart  Theatre  property,  died 
this  week.  She  had  been  in  ill  health  for 
some  time.  Her  brother,  Charles,  who 
handled  the  property  and  investments  of 
the  prominent  midwestern  family,  preceded 
her  in  death  by  a year. 


New  Warner  Writer 

Hollywood — Robert  Kent  has  joined 
Warner’s  writing  department. 


Pantages  Theatre  has  “the  fish  bowl  girl” 
as  an  added  foyer  attraction  . . . Phil 
Dunas,  Columbia  district  manager,  a 
visitor. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls, 
Minn.;  Jack  Wright,  Red  Wing,  Minn.; 
Jack  Hey  wood.  New  Richmond,  Wis.; 
Charlie  Connaught,  Olivia,  Minn.;  A1  In- 
man, Fairfax,  Minn.;  J.  L.  Anderson, 
Plankington,  S.  D.;  Pete  Du  Fae,  Milbank, 
S.  D.,  and  W.  S.  Smith,  Menominee,  Wis. 

. . . Wilford  Tidwell,  Warner  homeoffice 
auditor,  departed  for  Des  Moines  after 
three  months  here. 

Harold  B.  Johnson,  Universal  branch 
manager,  visited  southern  Minnesota  ac- 
counts . . . Lucille  and  Margaret  Reigert 
of  Warner,  visiting  their  brother  in  Seat- 
tle ..  . Merle  Potter,  Times-Tribune  film 
critic,  to  Chicago  for  preview  showing 
of  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  . . . National 
Screen  Company  office  closed  on  Sundays 
henceforth  . . . Redecorating  job  for  Unit- 
ed Artists  exchange  . . . Harry  Sherman 
in  for  a day  from  New  York  to  arrange 
for  showing  of  Pastor-Louis  and  Galento- 
Nova  fight  pictures  which  he  is  distribut- 
ing in  this  territory  . . . Cliff  Gill,  pub- 
licity and  advertising  head  of  Welworth 
Theatres  giving  country  life  a whirl.  He 
has  moved  to  a new  home  in  the  suburbs 
with  plenty  of  space  to  raise  chickens  and 
vegetables. 

RKO’s  “Fifth  Avenue  Giri,”  went  into 
the  Orpheum  for  a nine-day  run  . . . Gene 
Meredith  of  Warner  is  driving  a new 
Packard  . . . Ted  Bolnick,  Eddie  Ruben’s 
ace,  up  from  LaCrosse,  Wis.  . . . Charlie 
Weiner  of  Monogram,  champion  fisher- 
man, admits  the  loss  of  a muskie  at  Blais- 
dell,  Wis.  He  was  unable  to  land  the  fish 
which,  he  estimates,  weighed  25  pounds. 
He  brought  it  to  the  surface,  but  it  broke 
a iine.  “Every  good  man  has  an  off  day,” 
he  says. 

Bennie  Berger,  prominent  independent 
circuit  operator,  broke  his  own  record  for 
low  score  at  Oak  Ridge  club.  He  nego- 
tiated nine  holes  in  55.  Now  he’s  challeng- 
ing J.  L.  Stern  of  Majestic  who  always  has 
been  considered  in  a class  above  him  as  a 
golfer.  And  Stern  is  willing  with  the  sky 
the  limit  for  stakes.  So  chances  are  that 
the  match’ll  soon  come  off  and  we  want  to 
be  on  hand  when  it  happens. 

Dick  Wagner,  Sioux  Palls,  S.  D.,  man- 
ager, a camera  bug,  took  film  of  happen- 
ings in  nearby  towns,  among  them  an  “Old 
Settlers’  Pageant”  during  which  prizes 
were  awarded  for  the  best  sets  of  whisk- 
ers. And  who  do  you  think  was  a prize 
winner?  None  other  than  Dick  . . . Moe 
Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager  and  S.  R. 
Kent  drive  ieader,  spent  the  Jewish  hoii- 
days  here  and  addressed  a sales  meeting. 
His  next  stop  on  his  country-wide  tour 
is  Detroit. 


CENTRAL  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  CO. 
WESTKKN  KLECTRIC  MIKKOPHONIC  SOUND 
E.  C.  EEEVES,  General  Manager 
115  West  18th  St. — GK.  9398 — Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOXOFFICE  September  23,  1939 


67 


IIL  If  M C CO  IIL  M 

TARRING  note  of  the  week:  Caught  sight 

of  Harry  Warren  and  his  Nebraska  dis- 
trict manager,  M.  E.  McClain,  of  the  Des 
Moines  and  Fremont  Warrens  and  Mc- 
Clains, sitting  chins  in  hand  in  a Lincoln 
finance  company,  awaiting  their  turn. 
Turned  out  the  finance  company  owms  the 
Fremont  Theatre  in  Fremont,  which  Cen- 
tral States  Theatres,  Inc.,  leases,  and  Mc- 
Clain’s dejected  look  was  because  he  ex- 
pected momentarily  to  be  long  distanced 
and  asked  to  return  to  Fremont,  where  an 
heir  was  expected. 

Visitor:  Jimmy  Redmond  of  the  Bon- 
ham, in  Fairbury,  who,  for  the  first  time 
in  a year,  came  all  the  way  to  Lincoln 
(71  miles)  to  visit  his  parents.  Says  the 
Fairbury  “four  horsemen” — Ted  Kempkes, 
the  boss;  Ray  Holtz,  p.  a.;  Bonnie  Aumil- 
ler,  the  fishing  cashier,  and  himself — is 
still  intact.  Strongest  wish:  That  of  Otto 
Siegal,  the  Universal  exchange  chief,  who 
would  like  to  have  somebody  beg  him  for 
his  product  for  a change. 

Real  estate  note:  Death  of  Anne  Stuart, 
September  14,  one  of  the  Stuart  Theatre 
owners,  jogged  Joe  Cooper's  negotiations 
on  basis  of  a September  15  deadline.  No 
news  on  the  leasing  situation  yet. 

Denial:  Charlie  Shire  says  his  status  re- 
mams  unchanged. 

Long  run:  Bob  Huffman  believes  the 
cooling  plants  at  the  theatres  are  enjoying 
their  longest  run  since  they  were  installed. 
It  was  an  early  summer,  and  a late  one. 

Proof  that  there  still  is  money:  Wayne 
King,  in  one  night  at  the  Turnpike  Casmo, 
got  about  $1,500,  at  $1.35  per  person. 

Note  to  Frank  Hollingsworth,  Beatrice: 
Understand  Charlie  Morehead,  your  one 
time  opposition,  is  now  in  Pocatello,  Ida. 
Is  that  far  enough  away?  . . . Ditto,  May- 
nard Nelson,  Norfolk:  Marian  Dobney,  that 
girl  who  sings,  is  back  in  school.  She 
thinks  you’re  “nice.” 

Reverse  English:  Irving  Heller  says  just 
because  Columbus  discovered  America,  is 
no  reason  for  a small  part  of  America  NOT 
reciprocating  arid  discovering  Columbus 
(Neb.) 

Silence  area:  Orville  Rennie,  who  hasn’t 
said  how  he  came  out — and  whether  he’s 
coming  out  of  Hastings  to  a new  spot. 

Attention  Lee  Mischnick,  Omaha:  When 
Milton  Overman  gets  in  there  from  Pueblo, 
Colo.,  to  work  for  Ralph  Goldberg,  ask  him 
what  he  said  to  the  irate  patron,  the  in- 
terior of  whose  pants  a Chief  Theatre 
(Pueblo)  mouse  used  for  a step-ladder. 

Whisper  to  Bob  Livingston:  Art  Babich, 
that  orchestra  leader  you  brought  to  Lin- 
coln more  years  ago  than  you’ll  admit 
you’re  old,  is  now  leading  the  American 
Legion  band  in  the  Legion  stadium,  Holly- 
wood, before  and  between  fights  on  Fri- 
day nights. 

Fan  item:  Robert  Taylor  and  Clark 
Gable  bought  Metro’s  old  hoss-drawn  fire- 
fighting apparatus,  which  they’ll  fix  up  to 
use  at  either  of  their  neighboring  ranches, 
should  fire  break  out. 


Suit  Bars  Expansion 
For  Fox  Midwest 

New  York — E.  C.  Rhoden,  operating 
head  of  Fox  Midwest,  states  there  are 
no  expansion  plans  under  way  for  his 
circuit  because  of  the  government  suit. 
Here  for  a few  days  with  Lon  T.  Cox, 
chief  film  buyer  and  booker,  Rhoden  left 
for  Kansas  City  Thursday  with  his  aide 
after  washing  up  several  details  on  new 
product  buys. 

Rick  Ricketson,  head  man  in  Fox  In- 
termountain, returned  to  Denver  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  week  after  spending  10 
days  in  towm  on  numerous  routine  matters. 

Carl  White  Reports  Jobs 
By  Quality  Supply  Co, 

Omaha — Carl  White  of  Quality  Theatre 
Supply  reports  the  following  installations: 

Commercial  Club,  Mars,  Snyder,  Neb., 
sound,  lens,  screen;  Business  men,  Roxy, 
Table  Rock.  Neb.,  sound  and  projection, 
lamps,  rectifiers,  chairs,  screen,  curtains: 
H.  H.  Thomas.  Iowa,  Moville,  la.,  screen; 
M.  Biemond,  Ord,  Ord,  Neb.,  screen;  R.  J. 
Dalton.  Osmond,  Neb.,  screen,  carpet,  light- 
ing fixtures,  hardware;  J.  C.  Green,  Sun, 
Sargent,  Neb.,  lamps  and  rectifiers;  H.  G. 
Dunn,  Jewel,  Valentine,  Neb.,  chairs  and 
carpet;  R.  R.  Bailey,  Royal,  Ainsworth, 
Neb.,  American  chairs;  H.  A.  Taylor,  Ritz, 
Omaha,  lamps;  Art  Miller,  City,  Wahoo, 
Neb.,  rectifiers;  Dic’K  Lysinger,  Paramount, 
Ansley,  Neb.,  sound  heads,  rectifying  arc 
and  rectifiers:  Grand,  Ravenna,  Neb.,  pro- 
jectors, lamps,  sound  heads;  Brunada, 
Winside,  Neb.,  chairs;  Howard  Mock,  Nio- 
brara, Springview,  Neb.,  chairs,  miscellan- 
eous equipment. 


New  Ticket  to  Rooney 

Hollywood — Metro  has  given  Mickey 
Rooney  a new  term  acting  ticket. 


JS^RT  SUNDE  of  the  Elma  Theatre  in 
Elma,  Iowa,  says  that  he  has  been  ex- 
perimenting with  the  cheapest  16mm  film 
he  can  buy  and  processing  it  himself  with 
excellent  results.  He  gets  the  finished 
product  for  1/3  the  cost  this  way.  How- 
ever, he  doesn’t  recommend  it  for  films 
to  be  kept  as  a permanent  record. 


We  notice  that  five  theatres  were  ad- 
vertised for  sale  in  last  Sunday’s  Register, 
and  six  the  Sunday  before  . . . We  hope 
the  owners  also  thought  to  place  ads  in 
Boxoffice  where  prospective  buyers  of 
theatres  are  bound  to  see  them. 


On  our  way  back  from  Boone,  we 
stopped  in  at  Madrid,  la.,  to  see  the  Roy 
Lepovitzcs  of  the  theatre  there.  Roy  wasn’t 
home  (out  campaigning  for  the  Des 
Moines  River  Dam  Project),  but  we  met 
his  wife,  Victoria,  and  two  of  his  lovely 
daughters,  Sylvia  and  Ann.  Brother  Lew 
of  the  Iowa  in  Des  Moines  will  be  delight- 


Lively  Roadshow  Season 
Seen  for  Minneapolis 

Minneapolis — Minneapolis  promises  to 
have  one  of  the  liveliest  roadshow  seasons 
in  a number  of  years. 

A number  of  legitimate  attractions  have 
been  booked  both  at  the  Lyceum  and  at 
W.  A.  Steffes’  Alvin  Theatre. 

Already  underlined  for  the  Lyceum  are 
Ethel  Waters  in  “Mamba’s  Daughter,” 
Oct.  26-28;  “Tobacco  Road,”  Oct.  29-Nov. 
4,  and  “I  Married  an  Angel”  in  late  No- 
vember. Other  tentative  bookings  are 
Katherine  Cornell  in  “No  Time  for  Com- 
edy,” “Outward  Bound,”  “Streets  of 
“Paris  ’ and  “Hellzapoppin.” 

The  Alvin  will  have  the  Legitimate 
Theatre  corporation  attractions.  Its  book- 
ings are  “What  a Life,”  with  Jackie  Coo- 
gan,  November  10-11;  “On  Borrowed 
Time,”  November  29  and  30;  “Golden  Boy,” 
January  26  and  27,  and  Eva  Le  Galienne 
in  “Master  Builder”  and  “Hedda  Gabler,” 
March  6 and  7. 


Jam  Handy  Sales  Manager 
A Des  Moines  Visitor 

Des  Moines — Ralph  Abbott,  general  sales 
promotion  manager  from  the  Jam  Handy 
Co.  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  been  at  the 
Monogram  Exchange  here  for  the  last 
two  weeks.  Monogram  is  the  company’s 
Iowa  distributor. 

The  Jam  Handy  Co.,  according  to  Ab- 
bott, will  more  than  double  its  production 
for  distribution  dui'ing  the  coming  year. 


Schwartz  Buys  Tivoli 

Kansas  City — Stanley  Schwartz  has  re- 
turned to  exhibition  by  taking  over  the 
Tivoli  Theatre,  which  he  formerly  oper- 
ated. Ownership  was  transferred  from 
W.  D.  Fulton. 


ed  to  hear  that  we’ve  enough  data  on  his 
childhood  to  fill  “Aw,  Shucks”  for  three 
weeks.  After  listening  to  a Croatian  opera 
and  a Tamburitce  number  on  the  Victrola, 
we  started  home  deciding  again  that  there 
really  are  some  fine  people  in  the  theatre 
biz. 

P.  S.  for  Roy:  How  come  we  got  straw- 
berry pop  instead  of  that  swell  wine  of 
yours  Chick  Friedman’s  been  telling  us 
about? 


Dear  Orville  Rennie  of  the  Rivoli  Thea- 
tre, Hastings,  Nebraska:  So  sorry  to  get 
you  in  the  fertile  state  of  Iowa  instead  of 
Nebraska.  We  got  the  kiss  (Hedy  Lamarr’s) 
from  Ken  Clayton  who  got  it  from  Speed 
Lambert  who  didn’t  get  it  from  Hedy.  We 
took  somebody  else’s  word  for  it  that  you 
shoulda  used  name  of  theatre  and  town; 
we’re  totally  ignorant  of  such  things  our- 
self, and  we  did  want  to  give  a plug  to  a 
promotion  stunt  that  appealed  to  us. 


....AW,  SHUCKS! 

■■  — From  the  Tall  Corn — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 


S8 


BOXOFFICE  ::  September  23,  1939 


Cleveland  Subsequents  Rally 
Around  Single  Bill  Banner 


Four  New  Theatres 
Set  for  Michigan 

Detroit — Planning  of  four  new  theatres 
for  Michigan  is  disclosed  by  Milton 
Strauss,  local  financier. 

First  of  the  projects  is  an  800-seat  house 
to  be  erected  on  the  west  side  of  Van 
Dyke  Ave.,  just  north  of  Harper  Ave., 
to  be  known  as  the  Van  Dyke. 

Moss  Investment  Co.  is  financing  con- 
struction of  the  new  house.  An  undis- 
closed exhibitor  is  expected  to  take  over 
operation.  Identity  of  the  lessee  is  kept 
secret,  but  it  is  learned  the  Van  Dyke 
probably  will  be  opposition  to  the  pres- 
ent Eastown,  around  the  corner,  run  by 
the  Wisper  & Wetsman  circuit.  The 
Eastown  has  a reputation  among  local 
showmen  as  the  best  moneymaker  in  town. 
The  Van  Dyke  is  expected  to  operate  as 
a grind. 

Second  new  house  will  be  a 1,000  or 
1,200-seat  theatre  near  the  Lancaster  in 
River  Rouge,  south  end  suburb.  Option 
has  been  taken  on  the  property,  Strauss 
said,  after  negotiations  lasting  over  six 
months.  Construction  is  expected  to  start 
late  this  year. 

In  addition,  two  other  upstate  houses  are 
planned  by  undisclosed  parties,  Strauss 
said. 

Robinson  Opens  Madison; 

Louis  Switzer  Manager 

Detroit — Opening  of  Arthur  Robinson’s 
new  downtown  acquisition,  the  Madison 
Theatre,  was  slated  for  FYiday  night,  with 
no  plans  for  a trade  preview. 

Robinson  has  appointed  Louis  Switzer 
as  house  manager. 

An  admission  price  of  20  cents  at  all 
times  has  been  set,  and  the  house  will 
follow  a “last  run  downtown”  policy. 

Wood  Launches  Attack 
On  "Drive  Epidemic" 

Columbus — An  attack  against  the  “drive 
epidemic”  is  launched  by  P.  J.  Wood,  busi- 
ness manager  of  the  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  Ohio  in  a bulletin  just  released 
to  his  members. 

With  a slogan  “Let’s  drive  these  drives 
out  of  the  industry,”  Secretary  Wood  states 
that  “in  our  opinion,  these  drives  engen- 
der nothing  but  ill-will  and  place  the  ex- 
hibitor at  the  mercy  of  certain  exchange 
employes  who  have  their  eye  on  a cash 
prize  rather  than  on  the  service  they 
should  give  their  company’s  customers.” 


Strachan  Reports  Premiere 

Portsmouth,  O.  — J.  Knox  Strachan, 
manager  of  Warner’s  LaRoy  Theatre,  turn- 
ed special  correspondent  for  the  Ports- 
mouth Times  recently  when  he  covered  for 
the  paper  the  Mansfield  premiere  of  “The 
Rains  Came,”  held  last  week  with  Author 
Louis  Bromfield  as  the  guest  of  honor  at 
a civic  dinner  attended  by  more  than  300 
people.  The  Portsmouth  Times  used 
Strachan ’s  story  verbatim. 


Cleveland — Single  features  will  become 
the  rule  in  Cleveland  instead  of  the  ex- 
ception if  plans  now  being  formed  by  the 
subsequent  run  independent  theatre  own- 
ers materialize. 

It  is  reliably  understood  that  the  ten- 
dency this  season  will  be  toward  the  eli- 
mination of  the  dual  policy.  If  not  in 
toto,  at  least  in  part.  To  that  end,  it  is 
reliably  learned  an  effort  is  being  made  to 
create  a universal  single  feature  policy  for 
the  Sunday  change.  Once  single  features 
got  a foothold,  it  is  thought  that  eventu- 
ally the  policy  can  be  extended  throughout 
the  entire  week. 

The  move  in  the  direction  of  single  fea- 
tures is  not  an  organization  effort  but 
rather  a general  move  on  the  part  of  the 
individual  exhibitors,  with  each  exhibitor 
signing  a voluntary  agreement  to  main- 
tain such  a policy  for  the  duration  of  this 
season.  The  reported  move  involves  only 
the  independent  subsequent  run  houses. 
The  affililated  houses  have  always  main- 
tained a single  feature  policy  at  both  first 
and  second  run  houses. 

Minor  Wage  Statute 
Will  Be  Enforced 

Columbus — The  state  department  of  in- 
dustrial relations  has  issued  a statement 
that  all  employers  must  hereafter  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  12991  of  the 
General  Code  which  makes  it  mandatory 
upon  all  employers  to  enter  into  wage 
agreements  with  all  employes  less  than  21 
years  of  age. 

This  statute  was  enacted  in  1893,  but  up 
to  the  present  time  there  has  been  an  en- 
tire lack  of  enforcement. 

Nelson  Hovey,  assistant  director  of  the 
department,  has  informed  the  Indepen- 
dent Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio  that  a writ- 
ten memorandum  between  the  employer 
and  the  affected  employes,  setting  forth 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  employment, 
will  be  considered  as  compliance  with  the 
statute.  Hovey  further  advised  there  will 
be  no  attempt  to  prosecute  employers  for 
past  violations,  but  the  department  will  in- 
sist upon  strict  compliance  in  the  future. 


New  700-Seat  House  Is 
Started  in  Bryan,  O. 

Bryan,  O.  — Construction  of  the  new 
Bryan  Theatre,  has  been  started  by  the 
Guy  Johnson  Lumber  and  Supply  Co.,  of 
Steubenville,  to  cost  an  estimated  $40,000, 
and  seating  700. 

House  is  being  built  by  the  Ellaness  Co., 
which  also  operates  the  Temple  Theatre 
here.  G.  H.  Redhead  is  in  charge  of  con- 
struction. 


Elimination  of  the  two-for-one  admis- 
sion policy  is  also  in  the  air.  It  is  learned 
that  if  agreement  of  all  exhibitors  can  be 
I’eached,  this  practice,  which  sprang  up 
during  the  spring  and  which  has  spread 
in  all  directions  ever  since,  will  be  cast 
into  the  discard. 

Premiums,  which  have  been  used  in 
practically  every  subsequent  run  indepen- 
dent house  during  the  past  year,  are  also 
in  line  for  curtailment,  according  to  a sur- 
vey of  the  situation  recently  made  by 
Boxoffice.  It  is  learned  that  at  least 
three  prominent  houses  in  the  Greater 
Cleveland  area  have  not  signed  up  for  any 
continuous  premiums,  upon  the  expiration 
of  their  former  contracts.  This  would  in- 
dicate that  as  these  premium  contracts  ex- 
pire, they  will  not  be  renewed. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  Cleve- 
land has  adopted  a single  feature  policy 
for  its  subsequent  independent  houses. 
Five  years  ago,  following  a general  double 
feature  policy,  every  independent  subse- 
quent signed  an  agreement  to  play  single 
features. 

Free  Shows  Losing 
Ground  in  Michigan 

Detroit — Decrease  of  interest  in  free 
shows  in  this  territory  is  revealed  in  a 
survey  of.  the  use  of  motion  pictures  at 
the  Michigan  State  Fair.  In  the  past 
there  have  been  six  to  a dozen  shows,  in- 
cluding small  trans-lux  type  exhibits,  but 
a checkup  this  year  shows  only  one  list- 
ed, according  to  fair  officials. 

Lack  of  interest  by  commercial  spon- 
sors and  smaller  exhibits  in  some  cases 
were  responsible.  Several  of  the  smaller 
“theatres”  in  the  past  few  years  have  been 
put  on  by  federal  and  state  departments, 
such  as  highway  and  conservation,  but 
their  trend  this  year  was  to  the  use  of 
colored  “still”  transparencies. 

The  one  listed  theatre  was  in  the 
Chevrolet  building,  where  the  equipment 
was  handled  by  Jam  Handy  Picture  Ser- 
vice. Seats  were  available  for  about  350, 
and  20  shows  daily  were  put  on,  including 
entertainment  shorts  and  some  commer- 
cial reels,  produced  by  Handy.  'This  the- 
atre played  to  8,000  on  Labor  Day,  and 
to  an  average  of  5,000  daily — about  50,000 
people  for  the  duration  of  the  fair. 

This  figure  compares  with  totals  around 
300,000  who  saw  shows  during  fairs  of 
recent  years  when  there  were  several 
competing  free  shows. 


Closed  for  Remodeling 

Altoona,  Pa. — The  Olympic,  an  A.  N. 
Notopoulos-Publix  house,  is  closed  for  two 
weeks  for  remodeling. 
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Greater  Use  of  Stage  Shows  War  and  Polio  Deal 

Is  Indicated  in  Detroit  Theatres  a Wallop 


By  H.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — All  signs  point  to  increased 
use  of  stage  shows  by  local  theatres  this 
fall.  Discussion  among  exhibitor  leaders 
has  taken  the  angle  that  stage  shows  may 
be  successfully  used  to  combat  dual  bills, 
although  no  move  toward  this  end  has 
been  made  yet. 

Such  a move  would  have  an  important 
effect  upon  buying  contracts,  with  the 
delay  in  signing  up  independent  theatres 
in  the  area  pointing  to  this  possibility. 
As  far  as  could  be  learned  from  a canvass 
of  most  exchanges,  the  largest  local  the- 
atre group,  Co-Operative  Tlieatres,  has 
not  yet  signed  with  any  distributors  for 
new  season  product,  and  a general  trend 
toward  single  bills  would  naturally  mean 
radically  different  buying  plans  for  all  in- 
dependents. 

Leader  of  the  move  toward  stage  shows 
is  Ray  Schreiber,  who  is  opening  with 
shows  at  the  Colonial,  using  a three-week 
split,  with  subsequent  run  films.  Opening 
bill  features  Jack  LaRue,  film  star,  as 
headliner,  being  held  over  for  a full  week, 

William  A,  Cassidy  is  stepping  up  stage 
shows  in  three  houses — the  Frolic  at  Mid- 
land, Strand  at  Alma,  and  Michigan  at 
Saginaw,  from  three  to  five  acts,  beginning 
October  1,  and  the  Ward  circuit  is  doing 
likewise  at  the  Broadway  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, All  houses  use  one  to  three  days  of 
stage  shows. 

Associated  Theatres  is  starting  vaude- 
ville on  a split  week  policy  at  the  Wyan- 
dotte at  Wyandotte  and  the  Rialto  at 
Flint,  the  second  week  of  October,  probably 
using  shows  of  the  calibre  of  ‘those  now 
booked  for  the  Colonial.  All  above  book- 
ings are  being  made  through  the  Sol  Berns 
office. 

The  Gus  Sun  Office  also  is  adding  two 
theatres,  both  in  Canada.  They  are  the 
Strand  at  Timmins  and  the  Strand  at 
Kirkland  Lake. 


An  Eddie  Cantor  Revue  to 
The  Stanley,  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — Eddie  Cantor  and  his  revue 
will  return  stage  shows  to  the  Stanley 
September  29  after  13  weeks  of  screen  at- 
tractions. 

Harry  M.  Kalmine,  Warner  theatres 
zone  manager,  attended  a home  office 
meeting  last  week  in  New  York  and  was 
busy  lining  up  future  Stanley  stage  shows. 


Gives  School  Supplies 

Cleveland — Julius  Lamm,  manager  of 
Warner’s  Uptown  Theatre  believes  that 
timeliness  is  second  only  to  Godliness. 
So,  with  the  public  school  opened  last 
week,  he  offered  his  Kiddie  Club  members 
a chance  to  get  some  of  their  school  sup- 
plies free.  He  displayed  25  prizes  in  the 
lobby  two  weeks  in  advance,  with  the  re- 
sult that  he  broke  all  Kiddie  Show  rec- 
ords. 


An  RKO  Guest — 

David  Newman  of  the  Madison  The- 
atre at  Detroit  during  a recent  visit 
to  the  RKO  World's  Fair  lounge  in 
the  New  York  home  office. 

Myers  on  Neely  Bill 
To  ITO  of  W.  Va. 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Discussion  of  the 
Neely  Bill  by  Abram  F.  Myers  will  high- 
light the  first  annual  convention  of  the 
ITO  of  West  Virginia  at  the  Waldo  Hotel 
here  Tuesday,  September  26.  The  Allied 
leader  will  be  on  hand  to  present  the  ITO 
with  its  Allied  charter. 

Eddie  Golden,  Monogram  vice-presi- 
dent, will  be  another  honor  guest  and  he 
and  Myers  will  address  the  business  ses- 
sion as  well  as  the  banquet  which  is  sched- 
uled for  that  evening. 

George  Silvers  and  his  band  will  feature 
the  musical  program  at  the  ball  which  will 
follow  the  banquet. 

ITO  officers  for  1940  will  be  elected  at 
the  afternoon  business  meeting.  Mem- 
bers of  ITO  and  non-member  exhibitors 
will  attend  the  convention  as  will  numer- 
ous film  distributing  executives  and  sales 
representatives. 


Goodall  a Nominee 

Versailles,  Ohio — A recognized  public 
speaker  of  merit,  R.  W.  Goodall  of  the 
Opera  House  Theatre,  has  been  drafted  as 
a nominee  for  mayor.  He  also  has  been 
a druggist  for  50  years.  Goodall  recently 
redecorated  and  modernized  his  theatre. 


Termer  to  Morse 

Hollywood — Warner  has  given  Terry 
Morse,  director,  a new  termer. 


Detroit — Local  show  business  has  shown 
a minor  slump  due  to  war  conditions  and 
attacks  of  infantile  paralysis.  The  war 
broadcasts  a week  ago  kept  plenty  of 
people  near  their  radios,  but  abandon- 
ment of  the  regular  hourly  schedules  by 
the  networks  has  been  responsible  for 
some  improvement  in  conditions — and  De- 
troit theatre  patrons  are  finding  it  pos- 
sible again  to  get  away  from  their  radios 
for  a few  hours. 

The  polio  scare  has  delayed  Detroit 
school  opening  two  weeks,  and  attendant 
publicity  has  hurt  theatre  attendance  as 
health  authorities  have  advised  parents  to 
keep  their  children  away  from  crowds. 


Foresees  No  Shortage  in 
Foreign  Film  Product 

Detroit — No  shortage  of  foreign  films 
is  anticipated  in  the  near  future,  accord- 
ing to  Ira  Kaplan,  manager  of  the  Cinema, 
first  run  foreign  film  house.  Enough  prod- 
uct is  now  available  to  keep  open  for  about 
a year,  Kaplan  said. 

Kaplan  also  predicted  that  foreign  pro- 
duction would  be  kept  up  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  keep  American  demand  satis- 
fied. Need  of  foreign  producing  countries 
to  secure  revenues  from  exports,  including 
films  to  America,  was  seen  as  one  major 
reason  for  continuing  production  as  soon 
as  wartime  conditions  have  become  more 
familiar  and  organized. 

The  German  market,  however,  will 
probably  prove  an  exception  to  this  con- 
dition, Kaplan  indicated. 

Remodeled  Youngstown 
Strand  Again  Open 

Youngstown,  Ohio. — The  New  Strand 
Theatre  here  was  reopened  September  16 
after  a period  of  inactivity,  during  which 
the  entire  interior  and  exterior  was  re- 
decorated and  refurnished.  Among  im- 
provements was  the  installation  of  new 
sound  and  air  cushioned  upholstered 
chairs. 

The  New  Strand  is  under  the  personal 
management  of  Jack  Steinberg,  who  op- 
erates the  Home  Theatre  here  and  the 
Harbor  in  Ashtabula  Harbor.  Policy  will 
be  subsequent  run  duals,  with  three  pro- 
gram changes  weekly. 


The  Grand  in  Carry,  Pa., 
Undergoes  Remodeling 

CoRRY,  Pa. — Closed  for  eight  years,  the 
Grand  Theatre  here  is  being  remodeled 
and  will  be  reopened  within  two  months. 
This  property  is  one  of  the  Blatt  Bros, 
theatres. 

Entire  building  will  be  remodeled  and 
modernized.  The  Grand  seats  600  and  will 
operate  on  a second-run  policy  for  15 
cents.  The  Blatts  own  and  operate  the 
Rex  here. 
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I Stupendous  - Colossal  - Extravaganza 

I OR  MAYBE  THE  NAZIS  HAVE  A WORD  FOR  IT 


I SPECIAL  FEATURE  ATTRACTION 

I “Old  Timer’s  Night,”  Tuesday  Oct.  3, 1939 

= All  the  Pioneer  Exhibitors  of  Michigan  Will  Journey  (Primitive  or  Otherwise) 
I to  the  20th  Annual  Convention  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 


Some  of  These  Old  Boys  Can  Carry  You  Back  Forty 
Years  or  More  and  Tell  you  What  Happened  in  This 
Business  Before  the  Indians  Got  Through  With  It  . . . 

— You  Don^t  Have  to  Be  a Member  — 


I Perhaps  Some  of  These  Old  Boys  Can  Show  Us  the 

I Way  Out  . . . Anyway,  It  Will  Be  Fun  Meeting  Them 

I Again — 

I At  The 

1 20th  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF 
MICHIGAN  EXHIBITORS 

I SPONSORED  BY  ALLIED  THEATRE  OWNERS  OF  MICHIGAN 


KALAMAZOO,  MICHIGAN 


HOTEL  BURDICK 


OCTOBER  34, 1939 
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Local  171  Observes 
30th  Anniversary 

Pittsburgh — The  Moving  Picture  Ma- 
chine Operators  Local  Union,  No.  171, 
cffiliated  with  the  American  and  State 
Federation  of  Labor  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Federation  of  Labor  Council,  is 
observing  its  30th  anniversary  this 
week.  The  event  is  passing  without 
any  special  celebration. 

The  local  was  organized  and  char- 
tered Sept.  29,  1909. 

Those  who  organized  Local  No.  171: 
James  B.  Thornton,  Clyde  Cain  (opera- 
tor at  the  Cameraphone,  East  Liberty), 
Chas.  W.  Sheppard  (R.  R.  B.  & O.),  F.  J, 
Borgerding,  C.  J.  Higley,  C.  Mater 
(operator  at  Senator  Theatre,  Harris- 
burg), W.  S.  McKee  (in  California), 
Arthur  Sax,  Barton  W.  Waltower,  Alph 
Huttar  jr.,  Arthur  Stahl,  Edmund  Bals- 
don,  Edward  A.  Leps,  Jos.  J.  Printz, 
Jerry  Kufner,  A.  G.  Williams  (operator 
at  Mt.  Oliver  Harris  Theatre),  H.  Clay 
Berger,  H.  W.  Williams,  Roy  C.  Snyder. 

Committees  Set  for 
Variety's  Banquet 

Pittsburgh — Committees  for  the  11th 
annual  banquet  of  the  Variety  Club,  Tent 
No.  1,  were  named  by  John  H.  Harris, 
general  chairman:  Harry  Kalmine  and 
James  G.  Balmer,  assistant  chairmen,  and 
Dr.  L.  G.  Beinhauer,  treasurer.  The  date 
of  the  event  is  Sunday  evening,  October 
29;  the  place,  the  William  Penn  Hotel; 
the  occasion,  honoring  Chief  Barker  Ira 
H.  Cohn  and  associate  officers. 

More  than  150  committee  members  were 
named,  the  chairmen  being  as  follows: 

Reception,  Harry  Kalmine:  speakers 
table  reception,  James  G.  Balmer;  hotel 
reservations.  Harold  C.  Lund;  midway, 
Brady  McSwigan;  lights-switchboard- 
spots,  C.  J.  Latta;  props  and  circus  ani- 
mals, Bill  Zeilor;  speakers  table,  Frank  J. 
Harris;  dinner  menu,  Harry  Kramer;  pub- 
licity and  program,  George  Dewey  Ty- 
son: speakers.  Dr.  A.  I.  Wise;  golf  and 
football.  Art  Levy;  tickets,  James  G.  Bal- 
mer: banquet  eve  refreshments,  Mike  Gal- 
lagher and  Harry  Kramer;  program  and 
card  distribution-ushers-attendants-door- 
men.  Bill  Zeilor;  transportation,  Ray 
Downey;  public  address  system  and  pro- 
jection, Ben  Brown  and  Larry  Katz;  seat- 
ing, John  T.  McGreevey;  decorations, 
Harry  D.  Harris;  radio,  Bernie  Armstrong; 
advertising  for  program,  Harry  Feldman; 
program  advertising  out-of-town  theatres, 
Burt  Bishop;  the  show,  Harry  Kalmine; 
hotel  arrangements,  Jerry  O’Neill;  trans- 
portation-trucks, George  Callahan:  music 
and  rehearsal,  Jerry  Mayhall. 


THEATRE  WANTED 

Lfase  or  buy  theatre  in  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia,  Ohio,  or  Maryland.  Write 
B-lltil.  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  9th.  St.. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


gART  DATTOLA,  New  Kensington  The- 
atre owner,  was  the  only  western  Penn- 
sylvania delegate  in  attendance  at  the 
annual  Allied  of  New  Jersey  convention 
which  was  staged  in  Atlantic  City.  Mrs. 
Dattola  and  daughter  were  registered  at 
the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel,  too,  and  they  stay- 
ed over  to  witness  the  selection  of  “Miss 
America”  as  did  Bart,  then  they  departed 
for  New  York  to  take  in  the  World’s  Fair. 

Harris  circuit  has  shifted  and  promoted 
the  following  managers:  Les  Bowser,  from 
the  Perry  to  the  Denis;  Sam  DeFazio,  from 
the  Denis  to  the  Liberty;  John  O.  Hooley, 
from  the  Liberty  to  the  Perry;  Ralph 
Craig,  relief  manager,  to  Reynoldsville ; 
Robert  Taylor,  from  Reyjioldsville  to  Du- 
Bois;  H.  A.  Doman,  DuBois  manager,  has 
been  given  the  post  as  district  manager 
covering  DuBois,  St.  Marys  and  Reynolds- 
ville. Transfers  were  announced  by  John 
H.  Harris,  general  manager, 

Speer  Marousis,  Mike  Marks,  Peter  An- 
tonoplos,  Nick  Anas  and  son  Tom  Anas 
were  among  local  exhibitors  who  attended 
the  national  convention  of  Ahepa  at 
Providence,  R.  I.  . . . Nixon’s  boxoffice 
has  opened  and  the  legitimate  season 
opens  September  25.  Patrons  will  see  three 
Barrymores  this  season.  John,  Ethel  and 
Diana,  the  latter  being  John’s  19-year- 
old  daughter  . . . The  J.  B.  Christys  were 
in  town  from  Tidioute  to  pmxhase  new 
lamps  and  rectifiers  at  NTS  . . . Charles 
Philbrook,  general  chairman  of  the 
MPTO’s  19th  annual  convention,  to  be 
staged  at  the  Roosevelt  Hotel,  October 
23  and  24,  asks  the  cooperation  of  all 
members  of  the  industry.  He  says  the 
banquet  will  be  a humdinger! 

Smiley  Burnette,  Gene  Autry’s  side-kick, 
has  returned  to  Hollywood  after  a success- 
ful personal  appearance  tour  in  West  Vir- 
ginia ...  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  presi- 
dent, who  attended  the  recent  convention 
of  West  Virginia  Managers  Ass’n  at  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  will  return  to  the  Green- 
brier Hotel  there  October  23  a7id  24  for  a 
meeting  of  the  MPTOA  directors.  Sol 
Hyman  of  Huntington,  president  of  the 
West  Virginia  Managers  Ass’n.  will  at- 
tend as  a inember  of  the  national  board 
of  directors,  his  group  having  joined  the 
Kuykendall  organization  several  weeks  ago 
. . . Bill  Zielor  of  the  Alvin  is  vacationing 
and  Ken  Hoel  of  the  Harris  publicity  de- 
partment will  depart  on  his  belated  holiday 
after  the  first  of  October. 

Joe  Daugherty,  Republic  shipper,  passed 
the  cigars  last  Saturday.  It’s  a boy  . . . 
Joe  Minsky,  former  local  film  man,  was 
a weekend  visitor  from  Cleveland  where 
he  is  a WB  salesman  . . . Among  those 
present  at  the  opening  of  the  new  Basle 
Theatre,  Washington,  Pa.,  were  Ike  Swee- 
ney, Lou  Hanna,  Peter  Alderman,  Alvin 
Seilor,  Malcolm  Lawrence,  Bill  Jervis,  Bud 
Thomas,  Bill  Grande,  Michael  Manos,  Ber- 
nard Buchheit,  Peter  Antonoplos,  George 
Petropolis  and  others  of  the  industry  . . . 
Miss  “Vickie”  Seed,  daughter  of  the  Harry 
Seeds,  has  enrolled  at  the  University  of 
Miami. 

Mark  Goldman,  Monogram  manager,  re- 
ports “Assassin  of  Youth"  is  drawing  rec- 


ord grosses  throughout  the  territory  . . . 
You’re  invited  to  attend  the  opening  of 
the  Filmrow  Bowling  League  season  Fri- 
day evening,  September  29,  at  the  newly 
opened  Triangle  Recreation  Center,  529 
Penn  Ave.,  above  Walgreen’s. 

Gene  Autry,  who  returned  to  the  Re- 
public studios  several  days  ago  after  a 
tour  of  the  United  Kingdom,  is  making  a 
special  trailer  for  the  membership  cam- 
paign of  the  YMCA  in  Pittsburgh.  Pub- 
lic Cowboy  No.  1 is  pleased  to  do  this  small 
favor  for  Jim  Alexander,  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  drive  . . . William  R.  Stich,  state 
manager  for  Artkraft  marquees  and  sign 
displays,  wasn’t  successful  in  his  political 
campaign  to  win  a Republican  nomination 
for  Cambria  county  commissioner,  but 
he’s  been  taking  a lot  of  orders  for  Art- 
kraft . . . Stella  Nevins  is  back  at  her 
desk  at  the  Monarch  exchange  minus  her 
appendix  . . . Godfrey  “Duddy”  Felton, 
Monarch  booker,  underwent  a nose  and 
throat  operation  this  week  . . . Mrs.  Ade- 
laide Fehl  Sabin  has  resigned  as  acces- 
sory billing  clerk  at  M-G-M,  and  Char- 
lotte Scheffler  moves  into  this  position; 
new  girl  at  the  switchboard  is  Evelyn 
Bateman  . . . Rev.  Dr.  Bernard  C.  Clausen 
at  the  First  Baptist  Church  preached  on 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone”  Sunday  even- 
ing. 

A roller  skating  rink  will  be  erected  on 
McKean  Ave.,  Donora,  by  Joseph  Beresh; 
another  roller  skating  rink  is  under  con- 
struction on  S.  Center  St.,  Somerset,  for 
B.  Morocco;  work  will  start  soon  on  a 
$25,000  ice  skating  ring  on  Horner  St., 
Johnstown,  for  F.  M.  Shaffer  Ice  Co.  . . . 
Both  the  mother  and  father  of  Paul  Reith, 
RKO  booker,  are  hospitalized.  Paul’s  dad 
had  been  employed  at  the  RKO-WB-Co- 
lumbia-Monarch  film  building  until  he  was 
710  longer  able  to  work  and  his  mother  has 
suffered  a nervous  breakdown. 

Here’s  a special  salute  to  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland  in  “Babes  in  Arms.” 
The  little  Mick  “does”  a take-off  on  Clark 
Gable,  Lionel  Barrymore,  Eddie  Leonard 
(song  and  dance  “Ida,  Sweet  as  Apple 
Cider”)  and  mops  up  as  F.  D.  R.  . . . Lew 
Lefton  has  the  story  of  “Goose  Step”  on 
hand  for  all  exhibitors  who  wish  to  read 
the  story  of  the  picture  “Hitler — Beast  of 
Berlin.”  Prints  will  be  at  the  Monarch 
exchange  within  a week  or  ten  days. 


Hiehle  Is  Improving 

Parkersburg,  W.  Va.  — R.  J.  “Riney” 
Hiehle,  president  of  the  ITO  of  W.  Va., 
and  a Parkersburg  showman  for  30  years, 
was  much  improved  this  week  from  in- 
juries sustained  when  thrown  from  a 
horse.  Hiehle,  an  old  U.  S.  Cavalry  troop- 
er, will  preside  at  the  first  annual  con- 
vention of  the  ITO  of  W.  Va.,  at  the 
Waldo  Hotel,  Clarksburg,  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember 26. 


Adapts  Randall  Yam 

Hollywood — Monogram  has  assigned 
Robert  Emmett  to  adapt  “Overland  Trail,” 
next  starring  vehicle  for  Jack  Randall. 
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Butterfield  Is  Not 
Planning  on  Flesh 

Detroit — Despite  plans  for  the  return 
of  vaudeville  among  independent  exhibi- 
tors and  smaller  circuits,  the  Butterfield 
circuit  has  no  plans  at  present  for  turn- 
ing to  stage  shows,  it  is  learned. 

Butterfield  houses  in  years  past  have 
done  well  with  vaudeville.  However, 
last  year  not  a single  house  of  the 
more  than  100  in  the  circuit  played  stage 
shows  consistently.  A few  booked  an  oc- 
casional band  or  unit  show. 

Favorable  reaction  to  vaudeville  in  other 
Michigan  theatres,  however,  presumably 
would  mean  a flesh  policy  for  some  of  the 
larger  Butterfield  houses  later  in  the 
season. 


Butterfield  Houses  Give 
Louis-Pastor  Results 
Detroit — Managers  of  Butterfield  houses 
announced  results  of  the  Pastor-Louis 
fight  over  the  public  address  system  or 
directly  from  the  stage,  as  house  condi- 
tions permitted. 


Harry  Kalmine  Re-elected 
By  Variety  Legion  Post 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Post  No.  589, 
American  Legion,  has  re-elected  Harry 
M.  Kalmine,  commander;  C.  C.  Kellen- 
berg,  adjutant:  James  G.  Balmer,  finance 
officer;  Father  James  Garrahan,  service 
officer  and  chaplain;  Dr.  L.  G.  Beinhauer, 
first  vice-commander,  and  Joe  Hiller,  sec- 
ond vice-commander. 

I.  Elmer  Ecker  is  chairman  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  to  which  Dr.  A.  I.  Wise 
and  Brian  McDonald  have  been  named 
as  additional  members. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  have  been 
resumed  after  a summer  layoff. 


Twin  RocksM  Dark  Twelve 
Years,  Due  to  Reopen 

Twin  Rocks,  Pa. — The  Twin  Rocks  The- 
atre, closed  for  a dozen  years,  is  being 
renovated  for  scheduled  reopening  Sep- 
tember 25.  James  Satoella  acquired  a 
lease  recently  and  set  to  work  cleaning 
the  property  and  installing  equipment. 
Tvdn  Rocks  is  located  between  Nanty  Glo 
and  Vintondale. 

Sabella  is  Jake  Smith’s  assistant  mana- 
ger at  the  Smith’s  Theatre,  Barnesboro, 
Pa.,  and  he  will  operate  this  small  town 
house  as  a side  line.  The  Twin  Rocks 
Theatre  was  last  operated  by  V.  F.  Scott, 
the  circuit  exhibitor. 


Drive-In  at  Creston 

Creston,  Ohio  — Creston  now  has  a 
“drive-in”  open  air  theatre,  located  on  the 
old  M.  E.  Cole  farm,  on  Route  3.  Owners 
are  C.  A.  Pierce  and  S.  E.  McParren  of 
Akron.  Parking  accommodations  for  500 
cars  are  available.  The  theatre  opened 
September  16. 


mWoH  Convenes  Managers 
Mpor  Warner  Regionals 

Cleveland — Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone 
manager,  held  a series  of  regional  meetings 
last  week  with  all  of  the  managers  of 
iheatres  in  his  zone,  starting  on  Monday 
ana  running  through  Thursday. 

On  Monday  the  meeting  was  held  in 
Lima  and  was  attended  by  B.  Somers, 
Ohio  Theatre,  Sidney;  Paul  Montavon, 
Capitol,  Sidney;  “Doc”  Elliott,  city  mana- 
ger in  Lima  and  manager  of  the  Ohio; 
James  C.  Skelly,  Sigma,  Lima;  Clarence 
Sletz,  State,  Lima,  and  Gienn  Neison, 
manager  of  the  Harris  Theatre,  Findlay. 

Tuesday  morning  in  Springfield  Wolf 
addressed  the  following  managers  of 
Springfield,  Portsmouth  and  Chuiicothe; 
ir-nii  Chakeres,  State  Theatre;  George 
Bauer  and  J.  Gordon,  Fairoanks  Theatre; 
Ray  Whitman,  Majestic  Theatre;  Oliver 
Nicklas,  State  Theatre,  all  of  Springfield; 
Harland  Fend,  Sherman  Theatre,  Chilii- 
cothe;  Dick  Crusiger,  Columoia  Theatre, 
Portsmouth;  J.  Knox  Strachan,  LaRoy, 
Portsmouth,  and  George  Ftazer,  Lyric 
Theatre,  Portsmouth. 

Tuesday  afternoon  in  Mansfield  the 
meeting  was  attended  by  City  Manager 
William  Dworski  of  the  Ohio  Theatre; 
Grattan  Johnston,  Madison  Theatre,  and 
Wayne  Williams,  Majestic  Theatre,  all  of 
Manslield;  Don  Jacobs,  Pastime,  Cosh- 
octon; Harry  Bodie,  Sixth  St.,  Coshocton; 
Louis  Lamm,  Palace,  Lorain;  Joe  Sholer, 
Ohio,  Sandusky,  and  Don  Reilly,  Piaza, 
Sandusky. 

Wednesday  morning  the  managers  of 
Akron,  Canton,  Massilon  and  Youngstown 
assembled  in  Canton  with  the  following 
present:  John  LaDue,  Strand,  Akron; 
William  Harwell,  Ohio,  Canton;  Irving 
Solomon,  Lincoln,  Massilon;  D.  M.  Robins, 
and  Frank  Savage,  Warner’s  Theatre, 
Youngstown. 

Thursday  Mr.  Wolf  met  with  the  Cleve- 
land managers  in  the  local  Warner  office. 
Present  were  Ed  Miller,  Hippodrome;  Mar- 
vin Samuelson,  Colony;  Julius  Lamm,  Up- 
town, and  Lou  Milder,  Variety. 

The  meetings  were  held  primarily  to 
discuss  in  detail  forthcoming  Warner  prod- 
uct, sales  policies  and  possible  exploitation 
angles. 


Paul  Mulhern  to  Helm  of 
New  Liberty  for  Blatts 

Mercer,  Pa. — The  new  Liberty  Theatre, 
built  on  the  site  of  the  old  Liberty  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  early  this  year,  is 
being  managed  by  Paul  Mulhern  for  the 
Blatt  Bros,  circuit.  It  seats  700. 

Present  at  the  opening  last  Monday 
were  Mark  Goldman,  Bob  Caskey,  George 
Moore,  Bob  Lynch,  Ed  Lebby,  William 
Scott  and  A.  I.  Weiner,  Pittsburgh  film 
distributors,  and  J.  G.  (Glenn)  Carruth- 
ers.  Grove  City;  L.  C.  Haughton,  Grove 
City;  Ed  Shaffer,  Slippery  Rock,  exhibi- 
tors. Mrs.  Catherine  Blatt,  mother  of  the 
Blatt  brothers  and  affectionately  known 
as  “The  Governor,”  was  present  along 
with  Charles  R.  Blatt,  and  the  twins,  W. 
J.  and  J.  A.  Blatt.  All  managers  of  Blatt 
theatres  were  also  on  hand. 


lILCIlUI^VlIlLliLllE 

•pHE  boys  along  the  Row  have  been  com- 

plaining  about  night  business  lately. 
One  of  them  said  the  crowd  didn’t  seem 
to  be  coming  downtown  as  usual.  Of 
course  the  Kentucky  State  Fair  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  it  last  week,  but  what 
about  the  rest  of  the  time?  That’s  what 
they  want  to  know. 

Tommy  McHugh,  one  of  Falls  City 
Equipment’s  office  attaches,  is  back  from 
vacation.  Speaking  of  the  State  Fair, 
there  were  quite  a few  out-of-towners 
in  during  the  week:  J.  P.  Huridley  of  the 
Aristo  Theatre  at  Lebanon,  Ky.;  George 
Meyers  of  the  New  Theatre  at  Frankfort, 
Ky.;  A.  R.  Breeden  of  the  Midway  at 
Midway,  Ky.;  Price  Coomer  of  the  New 
Harlan  at  Harlan,  Ky.,  and  W.  R.  Scha- 
fer, who  has  to  do  with  the  Strand  at 
Irvine,  Ky.;  the  Trail  at  Morehead,  Ky., 
and  the  Gray  at  Grayson,  Ky. 

This  fellow  Coomer,  who  commutes  by 
plane  between  Harlan  and  his  home  in 
Lexington,  is  doing  some  flying  for  the 
government  on  the  side — making  aerial 
pictures. 

Sparks  and  Coleman  have  opened  their 
new  Brown  Theatre  at  Brownsville,  Ky. 
Falls  City  Equipment  installed  some  new 
apparatus  at  the  English  Theatre  at  Eng- 
lish, Ind. 

Also  in  town  for  the  Fair  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dudley  Williston  of  the  Williston 
enterprises,  Indianapolis.  Tliey  go  for  the 
horse  shows. 

A Kentucky  amusement  tax  on  road- 
shows, which  has  been  a measure  of  pro- 
tection for  the  picture  shows,  particularly 
in  Louisville,  came  in  for  a pounding  in 
the  news  the  other  day  when  the  operat- 
ing board  of  Louisville’s  Memorial  Audi- 
torium, where  most  of  the  shows  go  on, 
revealed  that  the  place  had  earned  less 
than  half  its  keep  in  the  last  year,  large- 
ly because  of  the  tax. 

O.  W.  Crouch,  a Loew’s  field  man  in 
the  southern  division,  spent  a week  in 
Louisville  with  Manager  George  Hunt  and 
Assistant  Manager  Etheridge  Frye  of  the 
circuit’s  Louisville  theatre. 

Harold  Marshall  of  M-G-M’s  Indian- 
apolis office  was  in  town  to  oversee  the 
company’s  booth  at  the  State  Fair. 

Farmington  Theatre  to  Be 
Opened  by  A.  C.  Morris 

Farmington,  W.  Va. — The  Farmington 
Theatre  will  be  reopened  by  A.  C.  Morris, 
who  is  remodeling  the  property  to  the 
extent  of  $5,000. 


PROJECTIONIST  WANTS  A JOB 

Will  go  anywhere;  13  years  experience; 
married.  Write  to  Clarence  Ford,  976 
Banksville  Road,  South  Hills  Post  Office, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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gOL  KRIM,  circuiteer,  is  back  from  a 
vacation  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  . . . 
Charles  Aaron,  auditor,  and  Ben  Wolfe, 
student  auditor,  were  M-G-M  visitors  from 
New  York  . . . Brenton  Herman,  former 
M-G-M  cashier,  came  in  from  New  York 
for  two  weeks,  while  Clarence  Berthiaume 
vacations  in  New  England  . . . Dave  Kap- 
lan. manager  of  the  Film  Ball  Team,  has 
stopped  booking  more  games.  The  boys  say 
the  team  average  is  so  good  he  doesn’t 
want  to  risk  losing  any  more  games. 

Frank  Jones,  Warner  booker,  is  the 
proud  father  of  a new  daughter  named 
Gnaendolen  Mary  Jones  . . . Abe  Mon- 
tague, Columbia  general  sales  manager, 
returned  from  New  York  City  with  Man- 
ager Carl  Shalit  on  Shalit’s  second  New 
York  trip  in  a week  . . . Sue  Brown  of 
Paramount  is  back  from  her  vacation 
“down  home”  in  Illinois  with  pictures  of 
some  bass.  John  Broum  of  the  poster 
room  wonders  who  caught  them  . . . Jim 
Velde,  Paramount  city  booker,  is  vaca- 
tioning at  Niagara  Falls  and  New  York 
. . . Elwood  Dwyer,  also  a booker,  has 
been  seriously  ill  with  kidney  poisoning. 

Marion  Poupard  of  Paramount’s  audit- 
ing department  is  in  Mexico  City  . . . 
Paramount’s  big  ships,  exploiting  “Rulers 
of  the  Sea,”  are  due  here  October  16  . . . 
Sergeant  Charlie  Snyder,  besides  his  cen- 
soring job,  finds  time  to  champion  the 
freedom  of  the  United  States  . . . Alden 
Smith,  manager  of  the  Drive-In  Theatre, 
says  this  house  will  stay  open  till  No- 
vember 1,  later  than  1938  by  a month 
. . . Hal  Burriss  is  practicing  daily  with 
a bow  and  arrow.  He’s  not  going  to  en- 
list, but  will  go  after  his  buck  in  Indian 
style,  November  1. 

Frank  Wetsman  is  another  bow-and- 
arrow  man,  Burriss  says  . . . Fred  Scha- 
der,  pinch-hitting  over  the  loud  speaker 
bally  at  the  Coliseum,  gets  a real  Scotch 
burr  into  that  "See  the  jitter -r-r -bugs 
jitter -r-r-r-r”  . . . Fred  DeLodder  is  start- 
ing redecorating  at  the  Your  Theatre, 
one  of  the  oldest  east  side  houses  . . . 
Frank  Howard,  who  used  to  book  for 
Co-Op,  is  back  from  Saranac  Lake,  and 
was  an  exchange  visitor. 

Ed  King,  stagehands’  business  agent, 
after  fixing  up  the  legit  houses,  was  busy 
negotiating  with  UDT  circuit  . . . Eliza- 
beth Bruckman  has  joined  the  staff  of 
United  Booking  Ass’n  . . . Henry  Zapp, 
Co-Op  booker,  thinks  his  tenth  floor  hide- 
out is  the  proverbial  “ivory  tower”  . . . 
Roger  Kennedy,  lATSE  vice-president, 
spent  the  weekend  in  Idaho  on  union 
business  . . . Thomas  Guire  of  Co-Op  is 
busy  refreshing  his  memory  on  film  rim 
data.  'Try  it  in  place  of  cross-word  puz- 
zles . . . Ted  Rogvoy,  theatrical  archi- 
tect, was  busy  collecting  pictures  of 
blondes  in  Wisper  & Wetsman  office. 

Frank  Wetsman  was  showing  his  young 
son  the  town  and  his  dad's  office  . . . Del 
Apel,  who  has  closed  the  office  for  Tunes, 
Inc.,  is  with  Brunswick-Balke-Collender 
now  . . . Joe  Tracy  of  Warner’s  booking 
department  has  resigned  and  Joe  Varing- 
haus  takes  his  place.  Jim  MacKay  has 


been  given  the  poster  assignment  . . . 
Jack  Krass  of  the  Oakman  and  Mrs.  Krass 
ishe  runs  the  Coliseum)  have  come  back 
from  a fishing  trip  with  the  family  to 
Frankfort  and  Charlevoix.  They  got  about 
two  dozen  perch  ...  Mac  Zipperman  and 
Ira  Kaplan,  reopeyiing  their  downtown 
Cinema,  got  a real  break  in  the  news 
headlines.  Their  opening  booking  was  the 
war  film,  “Grand  Illusion.” 

Milton  Jacobson,  owner  of  the  Monroe, 
is  the  victim  of  the  ’phone  company’s 
changes  of  numbers.  Tliey  changed  his 
home  number  and  now  the  old  one  brings 
an  individual  named  Milton  Jacobs  to  the 
phone  . . . Edgar  Neal,  former  police 
censor,  sentenced  to  one  to  four  years  last 
October  for  attempting  to  shoot  his  wife, 
had  his  conviction  reversed  by  the  su- 
preme court  at  Lansing.  A new  trial  has 
been  ordered  . . . W.  P.  Haboush  of  Metro- 
politan Sound  Co.  has  the  sound  installa- 
tion job  at  the  State  Pair  this  year. 

Charles  N.  Agree,  theatrical  architect, 
and  Bob  Fisher,  roadshowman,  weekended 
at  St.  Clair  Flats  and  read  Boxoffice  . . . 
Arthur  damage  of  the  Gayety  and  Ave- 
nue was  an  Excellent  visitor  . . . Charles 
Collins  is  planning  to  open  a booking  of- 
fice here  . . . Mitch  Leichter,  producer 
and  distributor  of  “Sudan,”  was  in  town 
arranging  for  local  distribution.  He  grant- 
ed Ohio  and  Kentucky  rights  to  Indepen- 
dent  Film  Service  of  Cleveland. 

Ira  Kaplan  booked  Universal’s  “The 
Mikado”  for  city  second  run  at  the  Cine- 
ma . . . Sam  Seplowin,  Republic  mana- 
ger, reports  closing  a deal  with  Mutual 
Theatres  for  new  season  product  . . . Moe 
Dudelson,  UA  manager,  putting  up  a big 
new  modernistic  display  board  5x15  feet. 

Leonard  Schechter,  Trailermade  repre- 
sentative, has  recovered  from  trying  to 
teach  his  wife  iwhom  filmites  know  as 

Butterfield  Circuit 
To  Reopen  Three 

Detroit — The  Butterfield  circuit  is  re- 
opening three  theatres — two  of  them  af- 
ter extensive  remodeling.  First  is  the 
Garden  at  Flint,  September  21,  after  re- 
building, followed  by  the  State  at  Pontiac, 
September  30,  after  being  closed  all  sum- 
mer. The  Gladmer  at  Lansing,  being  re- 
built, is  to  open  October  12. 

A shift  of  managers  follows  the  re- 
openings. Verne  'Tromley,  manager  of 
the  Lansing,  Lansing,  goes  to  the  Regent 
at  Flint;  E.  H.  Burroughs  moves  from  the 
Regent  to  the  Garden  at  Flint;  N.  C. 
Lund  of  the  Strand  at  Pontiac  will  man- 
age the  Mecca,  Saginaw. 

R.  S.  Barkman  goes  from  the  Mecca, 
Saginaw,  to  the  Lansing,  Lansing;  Jack 
King  of  the  Eagle,  Pontiac,  also  will  man- 
age the  Strand;  Bernard  Smith  of  the 
Oakland,  Pontiac,  will  again  double  as 
manager  of  the  State,  and  W.  H.  Thomp- 
son of  the  Gladmer,  Lansing,  will  return 
as  house  manager. 


Anne  Zimmerman)  to  drive  . . . John  Tatu 
of  the  Nortown  and  Casino  took  his  son 
over  to  St.  John’s  Military  Academy  in 
Wisconsin. 

Barney  Kilbride  has  received  an  O.  K. 
from  the  city  council  for  a new  marquee 
on  his  Alhambra  . . . Alterations  are  well 
under  way  at  the  'Times  Square. 

James  Rush,  who  used  to  have  the 
Metropolitan  Producing  Bureau,  is  plan- 
ning a return  to  the  theatre  field  ... 
Harry  W.  Mason,  sound  engineer,  has 
moved  to  new  headquarters  at  14048  As- 
bury  Park. 

James  F.  Sharkey  proudly  led  his  RKO 
staff  to  second  place  in  the  national 
George  Schaefer  Drive  . . . Ralph  Ruben 
says  Amusement  Supply  is  far  from  a de- 
serted village  and  that  there’s  plenty  of 
activity  humming  these  days. 

Saul  Sloan,  builder  of  several  Detroit 
theatres,  incorporated  the  Vogue  Build- 
ing Co.  with  a capitalization  of  $10,000 
this  week  . . . M-G-M  has  a unique  tieup 
with  Detroit  Public  Library,  with  a dis- 
play of  99  stills  taken  on  the  M-G-M  lot 
in  the  library  until  October  9. 

Art  Robinson,  Detroit’s  up-and-coming 
theatre  magnate,  is  buzzing  around  get- 
ting his  Madison  ready  for  opening  . . . 
Ralph  Peckham,  Grand  National  mana- 
ger, is  confidently  looking  for  renewed  film 
activity. 

Sam  Seplowin,  Republic  manager,  is 
the  special  customer  for  whom  Irv  Belin- 
sky stocks  those  \2-inch  stogies  . . . Hal 
Burriss  is  practicing  for  his  new  role  of 
Robin  Hood — but  why  that  long  face? 

John  O’Dell  jr.  is  installing  new  sound 
in  the  Frontenac  . . . Louis  Switzer,  new 
manager  of  the  Madison,  pronounces  his 
name  with  a long  “i”  . . . William  Steffes 
is  remodeling  the  front  of  the  DeLuxe. 

William  C.  Gehring,  divisional  mana- 
ger, and  Moe  Levy,  drive  leader,  were 
20th-Fox  weekenders  . . . Hilda  Gobling 
of  20th-Fox  is  honeymoonmg  at  Niagara 
Falls.  She  keeps  the  name  of  her  swain  a 
secret. 

Max  Heine,  after  a five-week  visit  here, 
returns  to  Dallas  where  he  runs  the  Texas 
Film  Co.  He  will  be  back  about  Christmas 
. . . Lloyd  Hammond  thinks  'Thursdays 
are  too  hot. 

Harold  Sandelman  and  Warren  Slee  of 
M-G-M  are  outdoing  each  other  in  their 
sincere  raves  over  “Babes  in  Arms”  . . . 
John  Dembeck,  M-G-M  booker,  has  a new 
sign  over  his  desk.  “Silence — Genius  at 
Work.” 

WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Lou  Greenley,  Monogram  state  salesman, 
is  moving  to  a new  home  at  1143  West 
McNichols  Road  . . . Cass  R.  Beechler 
has  completed  redecorating  the  Easton  at 
Charlotte,  T.  J.  Jagmin  reports. 


Jeff  Williams  is  starting  decorating  on 
the  Roseville  at  Roseville  . . . Allen 
Dowzer,  Mutual  Theatres  booker,  is  back 
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shipshape  after  a seven-week  rest  at  Os- 
coda. 


Pete  Schram,  Kalamazoo  exhibitor,  was 
a Detroit  visitor.  He’s  more  than  busy 
with  arrangements  for  the  Allied  conven- 
tion . . . Daniel  Kesz  of  the  Columbia, 
Flint,  is  back  from  his  summer  home  at 
Mio  with  tales  of  Au  Sable. 


Col.  George  McCoy  of  Columbia  is  go- 
ing to  buy  an  airplane  to  catch  up  with 
Jim  Olsen,  the  Clare  exhibitor  who  takes 
off  in  his  aerial  taxi  every  time  Mac 
reaches  Clare. 


Danny  Vanes  of  the  Civic  Hall  Theatre, 
Jonesville,  was  in  town  . . . Chet  Leser, 
manager  of  the  Matt  Theatre  at  Flint, 
was  in  Sandusky,  Ohio  . . . George  Marr, 
living  in  St.  Louis  and  running  a house 
there,  commutes  to  Saginaw  every  Thurs- 
day to  see  about  his  circuit  there. 


Nick  Leach  of  Clio  spent  the  summer 
near  Mio.  He  has  returned  to  complete  a 
new  marquee  on  the  Gem  . . . Howard 
Smith  of  the  Vassar  is  around  town  again, 
recovering  from  his  recent  illness. 


Harold  Schuckert  is  drilling  a six-inch 
well  to  air  condition  his  Gem  at  Milling- 
ton . . . George  Smith  and  wife  of  the 
Lyric,  Lapeer,  are  back  after  spending  the 
summer  at  Lake  Nipissing. 


Col.  George  McCoy  of  Columbia  has 
writer’s  cramp  from  writing  film  contracts 
. . . Ruth  Terry  of  Benton  Harbor  is 
slated  as  leading  lady  in  the  new  Walter 
Wanger  production,  “Send  Another  Cof- 
fin.” 


Max  Allen  is  holding  off  start  of  con- 
struction on  his  new  theatre  at  Lincoln 
Park  . . . John  L.  Wright  is  forming  the 
Wright  Film  and  Advertising  Service  at 
Wayne. 


Raoul  Cleaver,  who  used  to  handle  Mas- 
ter Art  Products,  Powers,  and  other  films 
here,  was  a visitor  from  Saginaw,  where 
his  wife’s  cafe  is  a hangout  for  the  up- 
state film  men.  Raoul,  recovered  from 
his  recent  serious  illness,  is  “itching  to 
get  back  in  show  business.” 


William  A.  Cassidy  circuit  employes  held 
their  usual  picnic  up  on  the  Au  Sable. 
The  future  Mrs.  Cassidy,  who  is  under- 
stood to  be  a Detroit  girl,  was  introduced 
on  the  occasion.  Bells  will  ring  about 
next  month,  we  are  informed. 


Detroit  Filmrow  Bowling 
Resumes  September  29 

Detroit — Film  Bowling  League  swings 
into  action  September  29  at  the  Art  Cen- 
ter Recreation,  Woodward  and  Warren 
Aves.  Games  are  slated  for  8:50  p.  m. 

There  was  a surplus  of  good  bowlers  this 
season,  and  officers  of  the  league,  head- 
ed by  President  Polly  Pollard  and  Secre- 
tary Sam  Merson  had  difficulty  in  making 
up  the  teams. 

Eight  teams,  with  the  same  sponsors  as 
in  the  past,  will  play.  There  will  be  28 
regular  bowling  nights  as  in  the  past,  with 
the  addition  for  the  first  time  this  year  of 
two  special  Position  Nights.  On  these 
nights,  each  team  will  be  paired  with  its 
nearest  neighbor  in  team  rating,  a plan 
designed  to  make  for  competition  between 
equals. 

The  team  members,  all  film  men,  follow, 
with  their  averages  based  upon  the  1938- 
39  season,  indicating  the  evenness  of  the 
teams  at  the  start: 

United  Artists:  Syd  Bowman,  captain, 
144:  Lou  Metzger,  171;  Moe  Dudelson,  144; 
Don  Glennie,  170;  Ben  Zimner,  155;  D. 
Baker,  alternate;  total,  784. 

Film  Truck  Service:  W.  Robinson,  cap- 
tain. 135;  J.  Pavella,  166;  Prank  Jones, 
165;  Robert  Misch,  160;  Art  Koskie,  156; 
L.  Gardner,  alternate;  total,  782. 

Monogram  Pictures:  Walter  Goryl,  cap- 
tain, 162;  Jack  Saxe,  152;  Emil  Beck,  146; 
Barney  Adair,  179;  Dave  Kaplan,  141;  G. 
Santer,  alternate;  total,  780. 

Amusement  Supply  Co.:  Cliff  White, 
captain,  158;  Ralph  Ruben,  150;  Wade 
Allen,  159;  Ray  Cloud,  156;  B.  Holmes. 
163;  H.  Levinson,  alternate:  total,  786. 

Republic  Pictures:  Gene  Alexander,  cap- 
tain, 149;  Jack  Susami,  172;  Irwin  Pol- 
lard, 172;  Sam  Seplowin,  150;  Sam  Mer- 
son, 147;  Jack  Stewart,  alternate;  total, 
790. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox:  E.  Loye,  cap- 
tain, 157;  Art  Knapp,  161;  Jack  Sturm, 
164;  A.  Boyer,  153;  Jay  Conover,  148; 
K.  Wasson,  alternate;  total,  783. 

Co-Operative  Theatres:  Fred  Sturgess, 
captain,  150;  Carl  Buermele,  160;  Dow 
Thompson,  151;  Jake  Sullivan,  151;  Ed- 
die Regina,  175;  F.  Keeler,  alternate: 
total,  785. 

Film  Exchange  Drugs:  A1  Rupert,  cap- 
tain, 169;  S.  Malinowski,  159;  Max  Blu- 
menthal,  153;  H.  Wallhausen,  155;  Joe 
Renick,  155;  Irving  Belinsky,  alternate: 
total,  791. 


COILIUMBIUS 

JOHN  ROBERTSON  has  taken  over  the 

Arcade  in  Georgestown,  running  his 
string  up  to  five  theatres,  plus  the  one  un- 
der construction  at  Fairfield  . . . Hear  that 
Si  James  is  contemplating  a second  house 
in  Eaton  . . . The  new  Woodsfield  theatre 
is  now  open,  with  the  one  in  Williamsport 
set  to  open  October  15. 

Bernie  Gardner  went  to  Wheeling  with 
Duke  and  Mrs.  Clark  for  the  “Honeymoon 
in  Bali”  premiere.  Four-year-old  Carolyn 
Lee  Copp  of  Martins  Ferry  makes  her  film 
debut  in  the  picture.  Manager  George 
Zeppoe  of  the  Rex  Theatre  tossed  a party 
at  his  home  for  the  out-of-town  guests. 

The  many  friends  of  Clarence  Vogel, 
Wellsville,  were  shocked  to  hear  of  his 
death  in  Pittsburgh  last  week  as  result  of 
a fall  on  a theatre  construction  job.  Vogel 
was  a prominent  theatre  builder  as  weU 
as  an  exhibitor  himself. 

Author  Louis  Bromfield  of  “The  Rains 
Came”  was  an  honor  guest  at  press  din- 
ner given  by  C.  Harry  Sehreiber,  local 
RKO  boss,  prior  to  a preview  of  the  Fox 
picture. 

The  Schine  circuit  will  take  over  the 
Majestic  Theatre  in  Nelsonville  on  October 
1.  Spence  Steenrod  is  to  continue  as  man- 
ager. 

L.  B.  Soleleather  (Falls  Theatre,  Chag- 
rin Falls)  was  a local  visitor  over  the  week- 
end . . . Maurie  White  has  been  in  town 
checking  on  his  newly  acquired  Majestic 
Theatre. 

Last  spring  the  RKO  Palace  announced 
vaudeville  in  a big  way  for  this  fall.  And 
it  is  quite  obvious  they  were  not  kidding. 
Eddie  Cantor  is  set  for  the  week  of  Octo- 
ber 6 — first  in  a long  line  of  topnotch  en- 
tertainers. 

Indications  are  that  Ted  Pekras  will 
soon  re-enter  the  theatre  field.  According 
to  authoritative  information,  he  is  plan- 
nmg  an  800-seat  house  on  the  Hilltop. 
Also  interested  in  the  project,  which  is  to 
include  an  extensive  business  block,  is  a 
large  real  estate  firm. 

With  nearly  every  high  school  (and  sev- 
eral colleges ) playing  night  football  it 
would  seem  as  if  Fridays  will  be  a dead 
night  for  weeks  to  come  . . . The  Majestic 
has  cut  prices,  with  a 15-cent  top  at  night 
now  the  scale. 


Construction  is  being  rushed  on  Doc  A. 
Eiseman’s  Nortown  at  Flint,  Milton  Strauss 
advises  . . . Beryl  (O’Bie)  O’Bryan,  the 
miracle  memory  lass  of  Butterfield,  thinks 
her  friends  shouldn’t  high-hat  her  on  the 
Trumbull  Car. 


J.  Ollie  Brooks,  Butterfield  chief  book- 
er, is  in  front  of  the  eight  ball — he  keeps 
one  right  on  his  desk  as  a reminder  or 
Sword  of  Damocles,  or  something. 


Walter  Norris,  Butterfield  city  manager 
at  Grand  Rapids,  and  Marty  Christian- 
son, ditto  at  Muskegon,  broke  into  the 
M-G-M  $10,000  exploitation  campaign  in 


Macaulay  and  Wald  Teamed 

Hollywood — “Torrid  Zone,”  co-starring 
George  Raft  and  Ann  Sheridan,  will  be 
co-scripted  by  Richard  Macaulay  and 
Jerry  Wald  for  Warner. 


a big  way  by  using  full  pages  in  color  in 
local  papers  on  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 


Howard  Beck,  M-G-M  student  salesman, 
has  brought  his  family  here  from  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  There’s  one  more  now,  his 
two-month-old  son  . . . Prank  Butterfield, 
manager  of  the  Strand  at  Lansing,  put 
on  a big  exploitation  for  “The  Women.” 
Warren  Slee  assisted. 


Daughter  to  Jack  Steinbergs 

Youngstown,  Ohio — Jack  H.  Steinberg, 
owner  of  the  Home  and  Strand  theatres 
here,  and  the  Harbor  at  Ashtabula  Har- 
bor, is  the  father  of  a daughter,  named 
Flora. 


T.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 

White  and  Silver  Screens 
Guaranteed  Workmanship — Reasonable  Prices 
Satisfied  Customers  for  Twelve  Tears 

604  WARD  AVE.,  GIRARD,  OHIO 

Phone:  Girard.  Ohio,  361-J 
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NAT  WOLF,  Warner  zone  manager,  states 
that  he  will  continue  the  policy  of 
serving  entertainment  films  in  the  thea- 
tres under  his  direction,  undiluted  by  either 
new  war  features  or  reissues.  Wolf  con- 
tends that  now,  even  more  than  in  nor- 
mal times,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  theatre  to 
offer  relief  from  stress  and  strain  rather 
than  to  augment  it. 

Mrs.  Maud  Ely  has  notified  the  ex- 
changes that  she  has  closed  the  Princess 
Theatre,  Sylvania,  for  two  weeks  during 
which  extensive  alterations  will  he  made. 

Jack  Greenbaum,  sales  representative 
for  Coulter  Premiums  here,  took  a lake 
trip  to  Mackinac  Islands  last  week  to  get 
away  from  the  heat. 

Jane  Roberts,  daughter  of  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox district  manager,  George  Roberts, 
has  gone  back  to  New  York  to  continue 
her  study  of  law  at  Columbia  University. 

Ray  Schmertz,  20th-Fox  assistant  ad 
sales  manager  and  son  of  Branch  Manager 
I.  J.  Schmertz,  is  convalescing  from  a slight 
operation.  Don  Reid,  supervisor  of  the 
20th-Fox  accessory  department,  has  been 
in  town  visiting  Ad  Sales  Manager  Nate 
Scott. 

Harry  A.  Ross,  president  of  Ross  Fed- 
eral Service,  Inc.  and  Harold  C.  Lunt  of 
Pittsburgh,  district  manager,  spent  a cou- 
ple of  days  here  last  week  with  Carl 
Storeim,  local  representative,  during  which 
time  they  made  a survey  of  the  local  film 
checking  situation. 

The  Hillside  Theatre,  Wooster,  which 
has  been  showing  outdoor  films,  has  closed 
for  the  season  . . . Paul  Pontius,  owner 
of  the  Sylvan  Theatre  at  Sylvania,  has 
announced  plans  to  build  a new  300-seat 
house  in  Woodsville.  Contract,  it  is  re- 
ported, has  been  let  to  the  C.  R.  Chap- 
palear  Construction  Co.  of  Sylvania. 

Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great  Lakes  division 
manager,  was  more  than  delighted  with 
Cleveland’s  response  to  the  premiere  stage 
show  of  the  season  last  week  at  the  RKO 
Palace.  A steady  line  of  customers  held 
forth  in  front  of  the  boxoffice  to  hear 
Artie  Shaw  and  his  boys  give  his  first  per- 
formance in  Cleveland.  Business  went  up 
60  per  cent  over  par.  The  second  week  of 
stage  shows  at  the  Palace  started  out  just 
as  big,  with  Rochester,  Betty  Grable  and 
the  Frankie  Masters  orchestra  sharing  top 
honors. 

Here’s  one  of  the  list  of  oddities  in  the 
news:  The  Brooks  Drive-In  Theatre  at 
Farmdale,  Ohio,  last  week  moved  to  Cres- 
ton,  Ohio.  M.  C.  Brooks,  owner,  gives  as 
the  reason  for  the  move  that  business  in 
Creston  looks  better  than  business  in 
Farmdale.  The  new  location  is  on  Route 
3,  a main  highway. 

Shea’s  new  150-seat  theatre  in  New 
Philadelphia  will  soon  be  a reality.  Plans 
drawn  by  Architect  Harry  C.  Holbrook  of 
Columbus  are  completed  and  now  are  out 
for  bids.  This  means  that  construction  will 
start  within  a few  weeks. 

William  Sussman,  20th-Fox  eastern  di- 


Sampson  Hosts  Trade 
At  Detroit  Opening 

By  H.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — A dream  of  theatre  expan- 
sion was  realized  Thursday  night  for 
George  W.  Sampson  when  the  Esquire 
Theatre,  of  which  he  is  managing 
director,  was  opened  at  a preview  for  the 
trade  and  friends.  Located  at  15311  East 
Jefferson  Ave.  in  Grosse  Pointe  Park,  it 
is  just  outside  the  Detroit  city  limits  in 
the  exclusive  suburb  of  Grosse  Pointe. 

The  new  house  was  officially  opened  by 
the  community  president,  Alfred  J.  Garska, 
and  a crowd  that  filled  the  house  up  to 
the  lobby  with  standees,  attended  the 
preview,  despite  a very  hot  evening — 
probably  the  biggest  per-seat  audience  at 
any  theatre  in  Detroit  that  evening.  The 
film  was  RKO’s  “Bachelor  Mother,”  not 
yet  released  for  local  second  runs. 

A feature  is  a radio  communication 
system,  by  which,  according  to  Sampson, 
the  manager  may  hear  talk  from  the  box- 
office  window,  and  theatre  lobby  to  hear 
audience  comments  as  the  patrons  leave. 

Anthony  Lubinski  is  president;  Arthur 
Pancioli,  vice-president,  and  H.  Ralph 
Lane,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  company. 

Policy  will  be  two  splits  a week,  open- 
ing Tuesday  and  Friday,  at  25  cents  ad- 
mission, plus  15-cent  matinees  on  Thurs- 
day and  Saturday,  and  a dime  for  children. 

The  house  will  be  operated  by  the 
present  owmers,  with  Sampson  in  charge. 
Booking  will  be  through  Mutual  Theatres. 

Many  wires  were  received  for  the  open- 
ing, including  one  from  Henderson  M. 
Richey,  now  RKO’s  director  of  exhibitor 
relations,  as  well  as  many  floral  tributes. 

Among  trade  people  at  the  opening  were 
George  W.  Carr,  International  Seating 
Co.;  Edward  A.  Long,  Long  Sign  Co.; 
George  McArthur  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  McArthur,  McArthur  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.;  Milton  Cohen,  RKO  Pic- 
tures; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Simon,  Simon’s 
Film  Service;  George  Custer,  Monogram 
Pictures,  and  Raymond  E.  Moon,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Mutual  Theatres. 

Public  opening  of  the  house  was  on 
Friday  night. 

Sampson  has  been  well  known  in  local 
show  business  for  20  years.  He  formerly 
was  branch  manager  of  the  old  Pathe 
exchange,  and  later  general  manager  of 
the  J.  N.  Robertson  circuit. 


vision  sales  manager,  and  M.  A.  Levy,  Kent 
Drive  Leader,  spent  Tuesday  in  Cleve- 
land in  conference  with  George  Roberts, 
district  manager;  I.  J.  Schmertz,  branch 
manager,  and  Salesmen  Edwin  R.  Berg- 
man, Sam  Lichter  and  Ted  Scheinberg. 

Visitors  of  the  past  week  included  George 
Plank  of  Marion;  Jack  Shea  of  New  York, 
Harry  Thompson,  Schine  booker,  and  the 
usual  Akron  contingent. 

Art  Young,  Universal  booker,  had  the 
foresight  to  take  last  week — the  hottest 
September  weather  ever  recorded — for  his 
vacation. 


^WO  downtown  theatres  opened  with  a 

film-vaude  policy  this  week.  RKO‘  Shu- 
bert,  under  the  managership  of  John 
Summers,  began  its  winter  policy  with  the 
duo  attraction,  and  the  Strand,  indepen- 
dent, also  went  over  to  vaude  and  films. 

Roy  L.  Ferndon,  formerly  manager  of 
the  RKO  Family,  has  taken  over  mana- 
gership of  the  Plaza,  Norwood,  Ohio.  Eu- 
gene ’Works,  assistant  at  the  Family,  is 
moved  up  to  succeed  Ferndon. 

Lee  Goldberg,  Big  Feature  Rights,  an- 
nounces an  October  release  for  “Hitler — 
Beast  of  Berlin.”  Big  Feature  has  taken 
on  “Birth  of  the  Movies,”  Alliance  two- 
reeler,  and  is  now  distributing  a number 
of  war  pictures  and  reissues,  namely,  “Spy 
77,”  “The  Fkigitive  Road,”  “Hell’s  Angels,” 
“Sky  Devils”  and  “Grand  Illusion.” 

Friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodrow 
Bressler,  M-G-M,  will  regret  to  learn  of 
the  death  of  their  infant  baby  . . . Lil- 
lian Montague  is  Paramount’s  new  secre- 
tary to  Joe  Oulahan,  moving  up  in  the 
ranks  to  succeed  Sugar  Bockelage,  trans- 
ferred to  the  Los  Angeles  office.  Miss 
Montague’s  place  as  secretary  to  J.  C. 
Robbins  is  filled  by  Marguerite  Hill.  Miss 
Bockelage  left  for  her  new  post  via  plane. 

Genial  Frank  Allora,  Matewan,  W.  Va., 
with  his  brother-in-law,  John  McCoy, 
flew  in  for  new  bookings  and  stayed  over 
to  see  the  New  York  vs.  Reds  ball  game 
. . . Manny  and  Louie  Shore,  Williams- 
town  and  War,  W.  Va.,  also  here  on  their 
monthly  visit  . . . Bill  Keyesling  motored 
down  with  his  sons.  Bill  and  Bob,  to  book 
and  take  in  ball  games. 

Ralph  Salyer  has  joined  Warner’s  to 
cover  Kentucky.  Salyer  was  formerly  with 
the  Cleveland  and  Indianapolis  offices  . . . 
Lester  Rosenfeld,  Dunbar  Theatre,  and 
Charley  Alley  of  Warner’s  Rialto,  Charles- 
ton, are  reported  closing  their  summer 
camp  on  Coal  River  where,  according  to 
Johnny  Eifert,  the  weekends  were  “won- 
derful.” 

Bill  Rogers  of  the  Keystone  has  laid 
aside  business  cares  to  take  up  some  seri- 
ous fishing — one  of  Bill’s  favorite  sports 
. . . Carl  Meadows  and  Gene  Burke  are 
adding  a new  marquee  and  boxoffice  to 
their  Lyric  at  Beckley  . . . Bert  Huckle, 
the  Roxy,  Huntington,  is  being  welcomed 
back  following  an  appendectomy.  Huckle 
lost  a few  pounds,  but  otherwise  is  hale 
and  hearty  again. 

Mrs.  Fon  Sexton,  the  Lyric  and  Alfon, 
Ashland,  visited  the  Row  with  her  son, 
A.  J.,  of  Grant,  Ironton  and  Sciotoville. 
Price  Commer  was  also  in  ..  . Universal’s 
Frank  Schrieber  was  runner-up  in  the 
recent  tennis  tournament  and  captured  a 
cup  . . . Naomi  Gordon  has  returned  from 
the  Fair. 

Universal’s  “The  Under-Pup,”  which  has 
captured  the  enthusiastic  acclaim  of  crit- 
ics here,  is  set  for  local  release  at  RKO 
Shubert,  October  6 . . . Jack  Finberg  has 
joined  UA  here,  coming  on  from  Cleveland 
office  . . . Irving  Hanower  is  a visiting 
auditor  at  Columbia  . . . Mrs.  O.  J.  Min- 
nix.  Southland  Theatre,  London,  Ky.,  left 
for  a rest  at  Hot  Springs. 
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Injunction  Granted 
Against  Drive-In 


For  a Tax  Cut — Sure! 

Boston — Abe  Garbose  was  so  anxious  to  resume  Bank  Night  at  the  York 
Theatre  in  Athol  that  he  agreed  to  pay  the  town  a $40  fee  each  night  the  theatre 
stimulant  is  put  on.  In  addition,  Garbose  promised  to  reimburse  the  town  for 
$535.30  which  Athol  paid  out  in  a lawsuit  defending  a litigation  brought  by  the 
York  Theatre  following  stopping  of  Bank  Night  by  the  board  of  selectmen.  The 
payments  have  been  broken  down  into  ten  weekly  installments  of  $53.53. 

Garbose,  whose  license  to  operate  the  York  Theatre  was  renewed  with  the 
provision  that  he  should  quit  Bank  Night  at  the  spot,  took  the  matter  to  court.  The 
present  agreement  is  an  outcome  of  the  trouble  which  began  19  months  ago.  The 
town  fathers  are  well  satisfied  inasmuch  as  Garbose's  contributions  during  the 
year  will  approximate  a 20-cent  drop  in  the  tax  rate.  The  York  Theatre  previously 
paid  $30  for  its  operating  license  and  nothing  for  Bank  Night. 

Zukor  Maintains  Exhibition 
Entry  a Protective  Move 


New  Haven — Describing  the  sound  at 
the  800-car  Milford  Drive-In  Theatre  as 
an  “irritating  and  continuous  source  of 
annoyance,”  Judge  Patrick  B.  O’Sullivan 
of  superior  court.  New  Haven  county, 
has  issued  a permanent  injunction  against 
the  Milford  Drive-In  Corp.,  restraining  it 
from  using  any  sound  apparatus  at  night 
capable  of  being  heard  beyond  250  feet 
from  the  limits  of  its  property.  After  a 
careful  analysis  and  visits  to  the  theatre. 
Judge  O’Sullivan  held  that  the  theatre, 
as  now  operated,  creates  a nuisance  and 
that  the  12  property  owner  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  relief. 

It  is  expected  the  Milford  Drive-In  will 
appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  errors,  and 
that  Judge  O’Sullivan  will  be  asked  to 
grant  a stay  of  execution  to  permit  the 
theatre  to  operate  through  October.  The 
judge  previously  indicated  he  would  grant 
such  a stay,  especially  since  the  theatre, 
built  last  spring,  represents  a $50,000  in- 
vestment. 

Sound  experts  believe  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  apply  the  court’s  decision  and 
limitations  and  still  provide  sound  audible 
enough  for  patrons  unless  individual 
speakers  are  installed. 

Precedents  Are  Cited 

Judge  O’Sullivan  in  his  decision  declared 
the  noises  which  plaintiffs  claimed  had 
caused  at  least  one  nervous  breakdown 
and  had  been  injurious  generally  to  their 
rest,  health  and  value  of  their  property, 
consisted  of  “laughter  in  all  its  varied  ex- 
pressions, conversation  in  all  its  range, 
song  and  music  in  all  their  gamut,  and  all 
those  other  indescribable  sounds  from  the 
wail  of  an  agonized  soul  to  the  uproar 
of  skates  upon  a wooden  floor.  These 
sounds  were  heard  at  various  distances  at 
varying  intensities.  Atmospheric  and 
meteorologic  conditions,  of  course,  play 
an  important  part  as  well  as  do  the  types 
of  pictures  displayed.  But  the  fact  re- 
mains that  practically  each  evening  be- 
ginning at  dusk  and  continuing  until 
shortly  before  midnight,  these  plaintiffs 
are  required  to  hear  what  the  mechanism 
sends  forth  . . . The  noise  prevents  the 
concentration  essential  to  reading;  the 
radio  cannot  be  enjoyed  because  of  the 
confusion  of  sound;  sleep  is  often  delayed 
or  even  denied  until  such  time  as  the 
show  ends.  Children  remain  awake  in 
bed  far  beyond  the  time  when  they  cus- 
tomarily begin  their  slumbers.” 

Other  court  decisions  concerning  sound 
as  a nuisance  were  cited  by  the  judge, 
such  as  those  holding  the  bleating  of 
calves  in  a slaughter  house,  the  blowing 
of  a factory  steam  whistle,  the  whine  of 
a planing  mill,  and  the  music  of  a merry- 
go-round  to  be  nuisances. 

He  defined  the  point  at  which  noises 
should  be  classed  as  nuisances  as  “when 
they  reach  the  point  where  they  become 
annoying,  irritating,  and  disturbing  to 
the  comfort  and  rest  of  the  nearby  resi- 
dents or  ordinary  sensibilities  to  the  ex- 
tent outlined  . . .” 


Boston — Paramount’s  entrance  into  the 
exhibition  field  was  only  a secondary  func- 
tion, Adolph  Zukor  told  George  S.  Ryan 
in  testimony  that  had  been  entered  in  the 
Morse  and  Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit.  “We 
wanted  to  insure  our  main  business,”  the 
Paramount  executive  said,  stating  that 
the  concern’s  primary  function  was  the 
making  of  pictures.  “We  wanted  to  be 
sure  that  our  accounts  were  secure.” 

Ryan  asked  Zukor  if  there  had  been 
“a  number  of  complaints  made  to  you 
personally  by  exhibitors  in  regard  to  your 
policy  of  theatre  acquisition?” 

“Oh,  I imagine  they  did,”  Zukor  said. 
“I  can’t  exactly  remember.” 

“Did  you  make  some  kind  of  agreement 
with  the  exhibitors  in  regard  to  what  you 
would  do  as  to  acquiring  theatres?” 

“We  had  a convention  at  one  time,  I 
think  in  Minneapolis.  That  came  up.  I 
never  agreed  to  anything  except  that  it 
served  the  best  interests  of  Paramount 
without  hurting  anybody.” 

“Did  you  enter  into  a written  agree- 
ment with  a committee  of  the  exhibitors?” 
questioned  Ryan. 

“It  must  be  on  file.  I couldn’t  remem- 
ber. I wouldn’t  know  what  the  contents 
are.” 

“That  is,  you  take  the  date,  August  12, 
1920,  did  you  enter  into  a written  agree- 
ment with  a committee  of  the  exhibitors 

Plans  Allied  Regional 
At  Philly  Oci.  13 

Boston  — Frank  Lydon,  Allied  States 
Ass’n  eastern  regional  vice-president,  has 
tentatively  set  October  13  as  the  date  for 
the  next  eastern  regional  which  will  be 
held  in  Philadelphia.  The  first  such  con- 
fab under  the  Lydon  regime  took  place  a 
few  days  ago  in  Atlantic  City.  Lydon  plans 
to  hold  at  least  six  regional  conferences 
annually,  spaced  about  two  months  apart. 

Buying  is  probably  the  most  personal 
problem  confronting  Allied  members  at 
present,  Lydon  opined  midweek  to  this 
publication. 


in  regard  to  your  policy  of  acquiring  or 
building  theatres?” 

“I  can’t  remember  the  contents  or  the 
date  of  the  agreement,  but  if  we  have  it 
then  we  ought  to  supply  it  to  you.” 

“Do  you  remember,  Mr.  Zukor,  that  :r- 
respective  of  any  agreement,  or  whatever 
the  contents  of  the  agreement  may  be, 
that  after  making  it  you  continued  your 
policy  of  theatre  acquisition  just  the 
same?”  asked  Ryan. 

“We  absolutely  continued  to  acquire  the- 
atres; that  I know,”  stated  Zukor. 

“You  continued  to  buy  or  build  theatres 
wherever  you  felt  that  it  suited  the  needs 
or  the  purpose  of  your  company?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“Then  do  you  remember  going  to  the 
exhibitors  convention  at  Minneapolis  in 
1921?” 

“Yes.” 

“And  do  you  remember  talking  to  the 
committee  of  the  exhibitors  there  in  re- 
gard to  the  theatre  acquisition  proposi- 
tion?” 

“As  near  as  I can  recollect,  I told  them 
we  would  acquire  theatres  where  we  found 
it  necessary  to  carry  on  our  business.” 

Zukor  Declares  Early  Policy 

“Do  you  remember  the  committee  or 
any  member  of  the  committee  saying  to 
you  that  you  had  broken  your  written 
promise  in  regard  to  theatre  acquisitions?” 
asked  Ryan. 

“I  don’t  remember  that,”  answered  the 
Paramount  executive. 

“Did  you  say  to  that  committee  that 
you  had  broken  your  written  agreement 
but  in  the  future  you  would  keep  that 
agreement?” 

“I  don’t  recollect  that  statement,  sir.” 

“What  did  you  say  to  him  and  what  did 
he  say  to  you?” 

“As  near  as  I can  recollect,  they  ob- 
jected to  the  effect  that  the  producers 
were  entering  into  the  theatrical  field 
and  they  objected  to  that  all  along,  and 
we  didn’t  agree  with  them. 

“Our  policy,  up  to  that  time,  was  if 
the  exhibitors  kept  out  of  the  producing 
end  of  the  business,  we  kept  out  of  the 
theatrical,  but  just  as  soon  as  exhibitors 
went  into  the  producer  business  that  we 
had  to  protect  our  business.  Not  only  did 

(Continued  on  page  80) 
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A Silver  Anniversary 
For  Denis  J.  Shea 

Boston— A quarter  century  in  celluloid, 
a long  time  for  this  industry,  is  the  rec- 
ord set  up  by  Denis 
J.  Shea  of  Turners 
Falls.  The  Massa- 
chusetts theatreman, 
a sports  and  enter- 
tainment promoter 
for  the  past  35  years, 
entered  the  field  in 
September,  1914,  in 
the  old  Colle  Opera 
House  in  the  Bay 
State  town. 

Supplying  enter- 
tainment for  Turners 
Falls  and  the  surrounding  area  had  al- 
ready occupied  Shea  for  a decade  pre- 
viously. 

Shea  celebrated  another  anniversary 
this  month,  his  56th  birthday.  He  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1883.  He  came  to  Tur- 
ners Falls  with  his  parents  when  he  was 
eleven  years  old. 

Two  years  later,  young  Shea  earned  the 
name  of  ‘Banisher.”  He  is  still  known 
by  the  cognomen  to  many  throughout  the 
Connecticut  Valley.  It  came  about  while 
he  accidentally  burned  down  a chicken 
coop  while  trying  to  banish  hen  lice  from 
a South  End  flock. 

D.  J.  Shea  has  been  active  outside  of 
the  motion  picture  industry.  He  is  vice- 
president  and  a director  of  the  Turners 
Falls  Industrial  Development  Corp.  He 
also  is  a director  of  the  Turners  Falls 
Trade  Ass’n.  He  helped  to  form  both  or- 
ganizations. 

Shea  is  a former  fire  chief  and  a former 
school  committee  man.  He  is  a past  pres- 
ident of  both  the  Interstate  Basketball 
and  the  Interstate  Baseball  leagues.  He 
has  long  been  a member  of  the  Elks,  the 


gUNDAY  shows  were  approved  in  local 
option  voting  at  Bath  September  11,  a 
procedure  authorized  by  the  recent  legisla- 
ture. Calais,  however,  rejected  them.  Bath 
accepted  by  a vote  of  1,048  to  1,010;  Calais 
turned  them  down  with  487  to  366.  Houl- 
ton  is  also  said  to  have  refused  them,  but 
the  vote  count  was  not  available. 

With  tourists  almost  entirely  gone  and 
school  just  getting  under  way,  business  at 
local  theatres  is  temporarily  in  the  dol- 
drums. Managers  claim  that  a week  or 
two  of  good,  crisp  fall  weather  ivill  put  it 
on  its  feet  again. 

Pending  headaches:  A Food  Exposition 
with  several  cars  to  be  given  away  during 
the  course  of  the  week,  beginning  Septem- 
ber 25;  Sunday  football  games  at  the  local 
stadium,  one  of  the  most  popular  fall 
sports  and  the  exhibitor’s  worst  competi- 
tor during  the  i>eriod;  homework,  to  be 
done  by  Portland’s  school-age  youngsters, 
the  theatres’  matinee  crowds. 

According  to  word  received  here  Sep- 
tember 11  from  Hollywood.  Albert  Dek- 
ker,  Bowdoin  graduate  of  ’27  and  former 
tackle  on  the  Bowdoin  Eleven,  has  just 
won  a contract  with  Paramount  and  has 
been  elevated  to  star  rating.  His  work  in 
“Beau  Geste”  proved  to  be  his  “leg  up." 

Filmrow  visitors:  Dan  Sullivan  and  Phil 
Brown  of  Transit  Advertisers,  Boston  . . . 
The  last  of  the  summer  legits  closes  next 


Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Ancient  Order 
of  Hibernians  and  the  Masons. 

Shea,  an  insurance  agent,  took  over  the 
Opera  House  25  years  ago  after  several 
had  failed  to  maintain  films  at  the  situa- 
tion. His  first  deal  was  a one-year  lease, 
with  option  to  renew,  from  the  late  Mrs. 
Christian  Colle. 

The  Opera  House  was  renovated  some 
14  years  ago.  The  Shea  Theatre,  a new 
house,  was  opened  in  an  adjacent  block 


week — Lakewood,  at  Skowhegan.  It  winds 
up  a summer  made  memorable  by  the 
number  of  prominent  stage,  radio  and 
screen  stars  appearing  at  the  leading  the- 
atres in  Maine.  They  included  such  per- 
sonages as  Edward  Everett  Horton,  Ethel 
Barrymore,  Jane  Cowl,  Rudy  Vallee,  Elissa 
Landi,  Dame  May  Whitty,  Madge  Evans, 
Glenda  Farrell,  Cornelia  Otis  Skinner, 
Grace  George,  Diana  Barrymore,  Libby 
Holman,  Helen  Claire,  Fay  Wray,  Sinclair 
Lewis  and  Owen  Davis  jr. 

Maine’s  only  “Motor-In”  Theatre,  locat- 
ed at  Saco,  is  still  open,  due  to  unseason- 
ably warm  weather.  The  theatre  adver- 
tises heavily  in  local  sheets  and  over  the 
air. 

Much  to  the  exhibitor’s  chagrin,  the 
Portland  Evening  Express  amusement  page 
has  been  cut  almost  in  half.  Where  Hol- 
lywood releases  and  local  publicity  once 
shone,  display  ads  from  local  five-and-tens 
and  chain  department  stores,  and  mis- 
cellaneous news,  ranging  from  sports  to 
war,  now  catch  the  eye. 

The  Empire  Theatre  is  offering  dishes  to 
its  customers  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
evenings  . . . The  State  Theatre  is  spicing 
its  “Recess  Time”  juvenile  program,  broad- 
cast from  the  stage  on  Saturday  morn- 
ings over  WCSH,  with  eight  bicycles, 
which  are  to  be  given  away  to  lucky 
youngsters,  one  each  week,  beginning  Sep- 
tember 30. 


in  February,  1927,  and  the  demise  of  the 
landmark  was  dated. 

Clubs  and  amateur  groups  used  the 
Opera  House  stage  for  a while,  and  it 
lasted  one  season  as  a miniature  golf  lay- 
out. Turners  Falls  A.  C.  has  since  main- 
tained clubrooms  in  the  building. 

Shea  turned  baseball  diamonds  into 
money  long  before  he  went  in  for  silver 
screens.  He  began  organizing  baseball 
teams  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury. Dancing  entered  the  picture  when 
he  leased  the  Hibernian  Hall  and  brought 
in  bands  to  entertain,  following  games. 

He  also  promoted  a number  of  boxing 
matches  in  the  town.  He  at  one  time 
managed  Wilson’s  singing  orchestra  which 
was  a popular  New  England  musical  ag- 
gregation. He  managed  the  Gable  Ball- 
room in  South  Deerfield  for  more  than 
two  years.  Shea,  at  present,  is  serving 
on  a committee  of  five  townsfolk  in  nego- 
tiating a site  for  a proposed  air  base. 

Denis  J.  Shea  is  married  and  has  two 
sons,  Harold  and  Phillip.  “The  next  25 
years,  I expect,’’  Shea  tells  Boxoffice, 
“will  be  the  hardest.” 

Film  Rental  Library  Is 
Started  by  University 

Durham,  N.  H.  — Education  through 
“movies”  will  be  possible  for  New  Hamp- 
shire school  children  and  parents  as  a 
result  of  the  opening  of  a rental  library 
of  educational  films  by  the  General  Exten- 
sion Service  of  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire  here.  The  film  library  also 
will  benefit  schools,  fraternal  organiza- 
tions and  other  community  groups. 


When  the  Cavalcade  Started — 

Harry  F.  Shaio,  New  England  division  manager  for  Loew’s,  Inc.,  holds  in 
his  protective  grasp  the  tape  which  Mayor  Maurice  J.  Tobin  of  Boston  cut  to 
start  the  Loew-Crosley  motor  cavalcade  to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 
Left  to  right  are:  Shaw;  H.  M.  Addison,  Loew  northeastern  division  manager; 
Mayor  Tobin;  Louis  J.  Brems,  Boston  city  greeter;  Mildred  Alice  Farwell, 
selected  as  Boston’s  Myrna  Loy,  and  Loew  Publicist  Joseph  A.  DiPesa. 
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JJERBERT  McNARY,  former  Boston  city 
censor,  again  has  silver  screen  inter- 
ests. McNary  is  commentator  on  “Movie 
Spotlights,”  local  quiz  broadcasts.  Jack 
Goodwin,  Metropolitan  Theatre  manager, 
and  Paul  Levi,  house  publicist,  award 
passes  to  the  contestants  who  come  out 
with  right  answers. 

Alex  Lercari  and  William  Riseman,  lo- 
cal theatre  decorators,  gave  the  State  The- 
atre, new  Quittner  and  Perakos  Connecti- 
cut house  in  Jewett  City,  a modern  motif, 
using  red  and  gold  tasseled  damask  at  the 
100-seat  location. 

Fred  Geisler,  formerly  of  the  Showboat 
in  Auburn,  has  his  equipment  at  the  new 
drive-in  on  the  Daniel  Webster  Highway 
outside  of  Nashua,  N.  H. 

Harry  McDonald  and  Ben  Domingo  have 
been  negotiating  with  Eddie  Cantor  for 
a personal  appearance  at  the  RKO  Boston 
early  in  October.  Cantor  holds  existing 
attendance  and  boxoffice  records  at  the 
downtown  house,  made  during  a six-day 
engagement  in  1936  . . . Tentatively  sched- 
uled to  appear  in  the  new  show  are  Co- 
bina  Wright  and  the  Mad  Russian. 

Harry  Browning,  M&P  Publicist,  plans 
to  put  up  his  boat,  “Skippy,”  about  the 
middle  of  October. 

Joseph  Ehrlick,  assistant  RKO  publicist 
who  held  the  helm  here  last  week  during 
Jack  Granara’s  sojourn  at  Maplewood,  has 
been  fighting  off  a cold  . . . Fred  Green- 
way, Loew’s  State  managing  director,  has 
been  bogged  under  with  a cold  . . . Ditto 
for  Sal  DiManno,  Loew’s  State  assistant 
. . . Camille  Carpentier  of  Keith’s  Me- 
morial was  out  last  week  with  a cold. 

Charles  Brent  had  “Wages  of  Sin”  at 
the  Globe  Theatre  last  week  for  a return 
engagement.  The  roadshow  recently  es- 
tablished a Boston  precedent  when  it  day- 
and-dated  the  Modern  and  the  Globe,  Ben 
Wilansky  houses. 

Murray  Aaronson  of  Chelsea  made  the 
film  district  magic  conscious  last  week 
when  he  canvassed  Church  Street  and  en- 
virons and  sold  some  dollars’  worth  of 
ledgerdemain. 

William  Powell,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount in  Springfield  for  Nathan  and  Sam- 
uel Goldstein,  has  been  capitalizing  on  the 
local  Knothole  Gang  made  up  of  juve- 
nile baseball  enthusiasts,  by  forming  a 
Paramount  Club  aroimd  it.  Saturday 
morning  shows,  given  added  impetus  by 
the  fact  that-  paid  attendance  at  four 
shows  will  net  a pass  to  the  fifth,  are  on 
Powell’s  schedule. 

George  Kraska,  operator  of  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre,  has  signed  with  Oliver  Unger  for 
the  J.  H.  Hoffberg  Company’s  new  line- 
up ..  . Kraska  is  at  present  giving  the 
Hub  its  first  International  Film  Festival 
which  opened  the  theatre  August  23  and 
will  extend  into  October. 

Martin  J.  Mullin  and  Sam  Pinanski, 
M&P  partners,  were  in  New  York  last  week 
. . . Harry  McDonald,  RKO  divisional 
manager,  was  also  in  the  metropolis  on 
business  . . . Phil  Pox,  Buffalo  manager 


for  Columbia,  was  in  town  for  the  holi- 
days. 

William  Purcell  plans  to  reopen  the 
Strand  in  Beverly,  under  a new  operat- 
ing partnership,  in  a few  days.  The  house 
has  been  undergoing  renovations. 

Kenneth  Forkey  whose  theatre  inter- 
ests include  the  Town  Hall  in  Orange  is 
being  contested  at  that  site. 

Henry  Steinberg,  building  a new  New 
England  circuit,  had  new  sound,  a P.  A. 
system,  special  speakers,  radio,  and  a 
phonograph  installed  at  the  Greendale 
Theatre  which  he  recently  opened  in  Wor- 
cester. 

James  O’Donnell,  manager  of  the  Haines 
Theatre  in  Waterville,  Me.,  has  been  plant- 
ing a quantity  of  stills,  ballyhooing  future 
productions,  in  the  local  paper. 

Al  Cormier,  former  manager  of  the 
Plaza  in  Northampton,  is  now  managing 
the  Strand  Theatre  in  Westfield  for  West- 
ern Massachusetts  Theatres,  Inc.  . . . Louis 
Marks  has  been  named  Strand  manager 
by  the  Goldstein  Bros. 

The  mother  of  Phil  Berler,  E.  M.  Loew 
booker,  has  returned  to  his  home  after  a 
prolonged  hospital  stay  . . . The  Berlers 
now  have  a new  apartment  at  150  Amory 
Street  in  Brookline. 

H.  C.  Elwes,  local  Photophone  sales 
representative,  has  contracted  with  Am- 
herst College  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  for  the 
installation  of  RCA  sound  equipment  for 
the  institution’s  Kirby  Memorial  Theatre. 

A.  K.  Dame  of  the  managerial  staff  of 


the  Palace  in  Penacook,  N.  H.,  and  Miss 
V.  F.  Shaw  have  married. 

Irma  Montague,  formerly  of  the  Metro- 
politan, has  joined  the  company  of  “Take 
It  From  Me”  . . . Tom  Hill,  with  Harry 
Asher  for  years,  has  been  subbing  at  UA 
during  vacation  leaves. 

Al  Pickus  has  dubbed  the  former  Annex, 
recent  Stratford,  Conn.,  acquisition,  the 
Fairmount  Theatre. 

Arthur  Sharby  was  in  town  from  Grove- 
ton,  N.  H.,  last  week  . . . Ted  Harris  of  the 
State  in  Hartford  was  up  from  Connecti- 
cut . . . Henry  Neveaux,  Saco,  Me.,  ex- 
hibitor, was  a film  district  visitor. 

Paul  Kumzi,  district  manager  for  In- 
terstate Theatres,  has  put  a new  dish  deal 
into  the  State  Tlieatre  in  Stoughton. 

Mary  Malloy,  secretary  to  Newell  Kur- 
son  since  the  Graphic  Theatre  circuit 
executive  established  a Boston  branch  for 
the  chain,  now  is  also  secretary  to  Field 
Manager  Kenneth  Kurson  who  is  here 
from  Bangor. 

Joseph  DiPesa,  Joe  Longo,  and  Al  Longo 
had  three  people  “picketing”  the  Loew’s 
Orpheum  last  week.  The  first  boy  carried 
a sign  which  clarioned  the  epithet,  “Un- 
fair!” The  second  sign  read,  “135  Women 
in  ‘THE  WOMEN’  and  no  Men.”  The 
third  challenged,  “Go  see  for  yourself.” 

DiPesa  and  cohorts  pulled  the  publicity 
pip  of  last  week  when  the  Boston  Globe 
carried  a special  eight-page  supplement 
in  all  editions  on  Wednesday,  ballyhooing 
(Continued  on  page  84) 
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Zukor  Maintains  Exhibition 


Entry  a Protective  Move 

(Continued  from  page  77) 


First  National  enter  with  38  of  the  mem- 
bers, but  I think  they  had  franchises 
with  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  exhibi- 
tors, so  that  unless  we  protected  our- 
selves, sooner  or  later  we  would  be  frozen 
out. 

“If  the  exhibitors  kept  on  going  into  the 
production  end  of  the  business,  the  pro- 
ducers would  have  to  enter  into  the  the- 
atres, we  made  a statement  that  I be- 
lieve was  published  in  the  Variety,  stating 
our  position  clearly  why  we  are  going 
into  the  theatre  business  and  why  we  are 
forced  to  go.” 

“It  was  published  in  the  Variety?” 

“It  may  be  in  the  other  papers,  but 
I distinctly  remember  we  published  it  in 
the  Variety.  You  might  be  able  to  get  a 
copy  and  I would  like  to  put  that  in  as 
a part  of  my  statement.” 

“Whatever  you  put  in  that  statement 
was  a statement  of  your  purpose  at  that 
time?” 

“Correct.” 

“Now  at  this  exhibitors'  convention,  what 
if  anything  was  said  about  your  company 
having  made  a written  agreement  in  re- 
gard to  theatre  acquisition?”  asked  Ryan. 

Enter  Harold  Franklin 

“I  don’t  believe  we  ever  made  a written 
agreement  not  to  acquire  any  theatres,” 
Zukor  said. 

“You  had  made  a written  agreement 
about  Aug.  12,  1929,  in  regard  to  the- 
atres?” 

“I  don’t  recollect  the  contents  of  that 
agreement,  if  there  was  any,  but  I don’t 
think  there  was.  I think  there  was  a let- 
ter. I suggest  that  they  offer  that  letter 
for  you  to  take  up.” 

“Well,  in  1920,  did  you  make  any  agree- 
ment, orally  or  otherwise,  to  the  effect 
that  your  company  would  not  acquire 
theatres  in  competition  with  independent 
exhibitors,  unless  you  personally  felt  that 
such  acquisition  was  something  that  was 


necessary  in  the  business  of  your  com- 
pany?” asked  Ryan. 

“I  can’t  recollect  the  contents  of  that 
letter,”  said  Adolph  Zukor. 

“Well,  whatever  it  is,  it’s  in  a letter  or 
memorandum  of  some  kind?” 

“It  must  be  in  writing.  I don’t  recol- 
lect making  that  statement  verbally.” 

“Well,  after  the  year  1930,  did  you  per- 
sonally supervise  each  proposition  that 
related  to  theatre  acquisition?” 

“No.” 

“That  is,  there  was  somebody  else  in 
the  company  that  was  doing  that  work?” 

“That’s  right.” 

“Mr.  Kent?” 

“No,  not  Mr.  Kent.  I think  it  was 
Harold  Franklin.” 

“Harold  Franklin?” 

“He  had  charge  of  acquisition  and 
after  Mr.  Fi-anklin,  Mr.  Katz.” 

“Was  Mr.  Kent  general  manager  at 
one  time?” 

“Yes.” 

“For  how  long  a time?” 

“For  a short  period.  I can’t  recollect.” 

“But  at  any  rate,  you  personally  didn’t 
go  into  the  details  of  the  various  the- 
atres that  were  built  or  acquired  by  your 
company  after  1920?” 

“No,  not  the  details.” 

“So  that  you,  personally,  didn’t  pass  on 
the  merits  of  whether  the  acquisition  of 
any  theatre  was  justified  or  not?” 

“That  was  passed  on  by  Mr.  Kent.” 

“And  then  it  came  to  the  directors, 
of  which  you  were  the  head,  and  was 
passed  upon  by  the  directors?”  questioned 
Ryan. 

“Yes.”  replied  Zukor. 

Franchise  or  Fight 

“Do  you  remember  at  the  time  this 
policy  of  theatre  acquisition  went  into 
effect,  your  company  substantially  in- 
creased the  price  of  its  product?” 

“Increased  the  number  of  pictures?” 
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■pHE  STRAND  and  Crown  in  Manches- 
ter are  now  operating  on  a full  week’s 
schedule  . . . Advertising  of  the  Empire 
in  Manchester  has  been  resembling  that 
of  a hardware  store.  In  a giveaway  of 
True  Blue  ovenware,  theatre  pages  of  local 
newspapers  were  emblazoned  with  an  “ad,” 
half  of  which  was  occupied  by  an  actual 
photograph  of  the  set.  About  seven- 
eighths  of  the  space  covered  the  giveaway, 
and.  very  inconspicuously  at  the  end, 
was:  “Now  on  the  screen,  ‘I’m  From  Mis- 
souri’ and  ‘Newsboys’  Home.’  ” 

Walter  Young,  owner  of  the  Strand  in 
Farmington,  has  returned  with  his  fam- 
ily to  their  home  in  Farmington  after 
spending  the  summer  months  at  the  Young 
cottage  at  Alton  Bay. 

Joseph  Kusiak  jr.,  who  was  employed 
at  the  loka  in  Exeter  during  the  summer, 
is  back  with  his  books  at  Becker  College 


in  'Worcester,  Mass. 

The  Rochester  Courier  announces  an  ad- 
vertising contest  in  which  the  Scenic  in 
Rochester  has  a tiein.  The  film  house 
offers  20  free  tickets  weekly,  and  the  local 
newspaper  gives  cash  prizes  in  what  is 
known  as  the  ‘‘Cash-in- Ads  Contest.” 

The  good  old  days  of  film  and  vaudeville 
at  the  Palace  in  Manchester  were  recalled 
when  Buddy  Shepard  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies  at  an  all-vaudeville  program 
sponsored  by  an  American  Legion  drum 
corps  unit  in  the  Queen  City.  Buddy 
used  to  play  the  Palace  in  the  team  of 
Shepard  & Ott  when  Bill  Canning  directed 
Palace  affairs. 

‘‘The  Old  Homestead,”  recently  staged 
by  townspeople  of  Swanzey — where  the 
author,  Denman  Thompson,  was  born — 
yielded  a net  profit  of  $2,539  for  a three- 
day  performance. 


Survey  Reports  Buying 
Is  Hesitant 

Boston — Initial  reports  in  the  product 
survey  being  conducted  throughout 
New  England  by  the  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors, Inc.,  indicate,  according  to  an 
officer  of  the  Allied  affiliate,  that  ex- 
hibitors in  this  territory  are  "coasting 
along  and  not  buying."  Trend  is  said 
to  approximate  that  in  other  eastern 
states. 


“The  price?”  repeated  Ryan. 

“Of  the  product?” 

“Yes,”  said  Ryan. 

“No,  I couldn’t  know  that.  That 
wouldn’t  be  within  my  jurisdiction.” 

“Do  you  know  whether  your  company 
at  that  time  made  a number  of  offers  to 
various  exhibitors  of  franchises  for  a long 
term  of  years  for  your  product?” 

“I  can’t  testify  to  that.” 

“Was  it  the  practice  of  your  company, 
before  it  went  into  a town,  to  buy  or  ac- 
quire theatres,  to  offer  the  exhibitor  there 
a long  term  franchise  for  your  product?” 

“No,  I don’t  know.” 

Zukor  the  Head 

“And  do  you  know  whether  at  that 
time  it  was  the  policy  of  your  company, 
if  the  exhibitor  took  the  franchise,  you 
stayed  out  of  that  town.  But  if  he  didn’t 
take  it,  you  came  into  that  town?” 

“I  can’t  testify  to  that.” 

“Was  there  anybody  other  than  Mr. 
Kent  that  knew  about  the  sales  policy  of 
the  company?” 

“Mr.  Kent  was  in  charge  of  sales  in 
what  year?” 

“From  1919  I think  you  started  your 
theatre  acquisition  campaign,”  said  Ryan. 

“I  am  not  certain  whether  Mr.  Kent 
was  in  charge  of  distribution.  That  we 
could  look  up.  He’s  been  in  charge  a 
number  of  years,  but  I don’t  know  wheth- 
er he  was  in  charge  at  that  time,”  said 
Adolph  Zukor. 

“Well,  you  of  course  were  the  head  of 
the  company?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“Generally  familiar  with  what  was  go- 
ing on?” 

“In  a general  way,  yes.” 

“You,  of  course,  would  be  generally 
familiar  with  any  policy  of  the  company 
that  would  have  a broad  scope  through- 
out the  country?” 

“Yes.” 

“That  is,  if  your  company  had  a policy 
of  going  to  exhibitors  and  saying,  we 
want  a permanent  outlet  for  our  product 
in  this  town  and  if  you  take  our  franchise 
for  this  town,  we  will  stay  out,  but  if  you 
don’t  take  it,  we  will  come  in  here?” 

“I  don’t  believe  we  ever  had  such  a 
policy.” 

“You  don’t?” 

“No,  sir,”  Zukor  said. 

“Did  your  company  in  1919  have  a pol- 
icy to  this  effect,  that  you  were  going 
into  various  commimities  to  buy  or  build 
theatres  where  you  didn’t  have  proper 
representation  for  your  product?” 

“I  believe  that’s  correct.” 

“And  that  was  also  your  policy,  that 
you  were  willing  to  enter  into  long  term 
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arrangements  with  exhibitors,  if  they  had 
proper  theatres  of  quality  sufficient  to 
give  your  pictures  proper  representation 
in  the  future?” 

“I  don’t  know  that.  I can’t  testify  to 
that.  That  may  have  been  in  the  sales 
department,  but  I don’t  believe  that  was 
ever  brought  up  to  the  executives,  to  my 
recollection.” 

“Would  a sales  manual  be  sent  out  by 
your  sales  manager  to  the  district  and 
branch  managers  and  special  representa- 
tives of  the  department  of  distribution 
without  it  being  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  executive  committee?” 

“It  would  if  it  was  sent  out  by  Mr. 
Kent  who  was  head  of  that  department. 
He  could  send  it  out.” 

Necessity  of  Theatre  Acquisition 

“That  is,  Mr.  Kent  might  send  it  out 
without  telling  you  what  he  was  putting 
out?” 

“He  may  have  mentioned  it.  He  might 
not.  I can’t  recollect  it  now.” 

“Now  from  1920  on,  was  there  any  way 
an  exhibitor  could  prevent  your  company 
from  coming  into  a town  or  into  a city 
or  community  except  by  entering  into  a 
long  term  arrangement  with  your  com- 
pany to  take  your  pictures  at  the  price 
fixed  by  you?” 

“No,  not  to  my  knowledge.” 

“Did  you  make  any  reports  to  the  execu- 
tive committee  or  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors as  to  the  necessity  of  acquiring  par- 
ticular theatres?” 

“No  particular  theatres,  but  the  ne- 
cessity of  acquiring  theatres.” 

“Did  you  make  such  reports  in  writing?” 

“Not  that  I can  recollect.” 

“Did  Mr.  Kent  make  any  reports  as 
to  the  necessity  of  acquiring  particular 
theatres?” 

“Not  to  my  knowledge.” 

“Were  there  any  written  reports  either 
made  by  you  or  Mr.  Kent  or  Mr.  Katz 
as  to  the  necessity  of  acquiring  particular 
theatres  even  in  1929-30?” 

“As  to  particular  theatres  in  general 
I might  say  ‘yes,’  but  as  to  particular 
theatres,  I don’t  remember.” 

“Were  any  of  those  reports  as  to  par- 
ticular theatres  in  writing?” 

“I  don’t  recollect  there  was  any  such 
report.” 

“Didn’t  Mr.  Kent  at  any  time  make  a 
written  report  to  the  board  of  directors 
or  to  the  executive  committee  in  regard 
to  the  theatre  acquisition  business?” 

“Not  to  my  knowledge.” 

“Did  Mr.  Katz?” 

“No.” 

“I  think  you  said  you  don’t  remember 
whether  you  raised  the  price  of  your  prod- 
uct in  1919?” 

“We  based  the  price  of  the  product  on 
the  quality  and  on  the  price  of — rather 
on  the  cost  of — the  product  and  they  vary 
from  time  to  time.” 

“Was  there  at  one  time  in  the  history 
of  the  motion  picture  industry,  Mr.  Zu- 
kor,  what  you  might  call  an  over-pro- 
duction of  pictures?” 

“As  to  the  numbers,  I don’t  know.  As 
to  the  quality  of  pictures,  there  was  never 
an  over-production.  As  to  the  number  of 
pictures,  I am  not  prepared  to  testify. 
There  was  never  too  many  of  quality 
pictures,  but  as  to  the  number,  whether 
they  were  over-produced,  I couldn’t  an- 
swer that.” 

“Can  you  tell  us  how  many  pictures 


were  produced  about  1920?” 

“I  should  merely  guess.  It’s  a mere 
guess.  I should  judge  between  seven  and 
eight  hundred  feature  pictures.  That’s 
merely  a guess,  Mr.  Ryan.” 

“And  of  that  seven  or  eight  hundred 
pictures,  was  your  company  putting  out 
100  or  120?”  asked  Ryan. 

Paramount  "Predominant" 

“That  particular  year,  how  many  we 
put  out,  I couldn’t  tell  you,  but  that’s 
something  we  can  find  out.” 

“Haven’t  you  memory  in  regard  to  that 
time,  approximately?” 

“I  should  imagine  we  put  out  for  a 
number  of  years,  we  put  out  140  or  145 
or  whatever  the  sum  was,  I couldn’t  re- 
member.” 


“How  many  years  did  you  put  out  104?” 

“I  don’t  know.  I think  for  several  years, 
I should  say.” 

“'That  would  be  enough  to  supply  the- 
atres that  were  making  two  changes  a 
week  of  a single  feature?” 

“Yes.  That  would  supply  two  pictures.” 

“That  was  the  purpose  of  104?” 

“We  may  have.  We  may  have  made  a 
definite  sum.  I don’t  know  whether  we 
made  a definite  sum  or  not.  Some  years 
you  make  less  and  some  years  you  make 
more.  That  has  been  our  experience.” 

“During  these  years  that  your  company 
was  making  approximately  104  pictures  a 
year,  what  would  you  say  was  the  high- 
est number  a year,  according  to  your  best 

(Continued  on  page  84) 
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If  ever  there  were  a success  story  worth 
telling,  it  is  the  tale  of  Charlie  Morse  and 
Louis  Rothenberg,  the  two  hard-working 
executives  who  began  at  the  bottom  and 
reached  the  top  within  a comparatively 
short  time.  Louis  Rothenberg,  at  the  left,  a 
high-ranking  Harvard  graduate,  began  with 
his  father-in-law  at  the  Comique  Theatre  in 
Lynn.  Charlie  Morse,  who  was  formerly 
associated  with  Phil  Martel  at  the  Roxbury 
Theatre  in  Roxbury,  first  met  Louis  in  the 
film  district  while  booking  pictures.  One 
word  led  to  another,  and  soon  the  two  be- 
came interested  in  several  other  theatres. 


"It  was  a hard  struggle  to  reach  the  point 
where  we  are  today,"  Rothenberg  pointed.  Today,  the  Morse  and  Rothen- 
berg chain  consists  of  twelve  theatres  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York.  Both  executives  keep  in  close  touch  with  every 
phase  of  their  business.  Charlie  still  books  pictures  for  some  of  the  theatres, 
while  his  partner  delights  in  acting  as  general  efficiency  man.  If  anything 
ever  goes  wrong,  it  doesn't  take  him  very 
long  to  put  his  finger  on  the  trouble.  Both 
men  play  golf  for  a hobby.  In  addition  to 
being  partners  in  the  office,  they  are  fre- 
quently partners  on  the  golf  course,  shoot- 
ing a darn  good  game.  And  both  are  great- 
ly interested  in  a number  of  philanthropic 
organizations. 

* * * 

“Mutiny  in  the  Big  House,"  Monogram's 
most  ambitious  venture,  is  set  for  release 
late  in  September.  It  has  been  hailed  by 
critics  everywhere  as  a grand  picture.  It  is 
an  unusual  picture  with  an  all-male  cast, 
featuring  Barton  MacLane  and  Charles 
Bickford.  This  picture  is  a "must"  for  your 
fall  programs.  Do  not  fail  to  set  aside  a 
date  for  "Mutiny  in  the  Big  House." 

Steve  Broidy 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 


39  CHURCH  STREET 
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LOUIS  J.  ANGER,  operator  of  the  Colo- 
nial and  Barnum,  will  start  work  within 
a month  on  a 1,000-seat  house  in  the  North 
End.  Anger  has  finally  won  permission 
to  build  after  a zoning  battle  over  a period 
of  more  than  a year. 

Stratford  Theatre,  Stratford,  has  in- 
stalled new  sound. 

“Peek-A-Boo”  shows  with  gifts  for  the 
women  are  being  offered  weekly  at  the 
Empire,  New  London. 

State,  Torrington,  is  again  playing  stage 
attractions. 

Community,  Fairfield,  is  only  theatre  in 
this  area  charging  more  for  balcony  than 
orchestra  seats. 

Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Majestic  can 
hold  an  ash  on  a cigar  longer  than  any 
other  manager  along  the  New  England 
Loew  circuit. 

Theatres  giving  away  school  supplies  to 
the  youngsters  included  the  Palace  at  New 
Britain  and  the  Empire,  New  London. 

Contract  Negotiations  Due 
For  Union,  RKO,  Loew's 

Boston  — Front-of-the-house  working 
agreements  between  RKO  and  Loew’s,  Inc., 
on  one  side  and  the  lATSE,  Local  B-4, 
on  the  other  expired  August  30. 

Trouble  loomed  on  the  Loew’s,  Inc., 
front,  however,  following  the  union  dis- 
barment of  two  Loew’s  State  Theatre  em- 
ployes. Herbert  Graffam,  assistant  chief  of 
staff  under  Manager  Fred  Greenway,  and 
Dorothy  Hamlin,  Greenway’s  secretary, 
were  voted  out  of  the  imion  because  they 
allegedly  crossed  a picket  line  at  the  Fen- 
way Theatre,  Boston,  where  Local  B-4 
members  were  on  strike.  They  attended 
the  show  there  on  passes. 

No  union  bargaining  majority  was  es- 
tablished at  the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  house 
and  the  walkout  was  settled  on  the  basis 
of  an  open  shop.  Projectionists  and  stage- 
hands, also  lATSE  members,  continued 
to  work  at  the  eleven  M&P  theatres  con- 
cerned during  the  duration  of  the  strike. 


A Labor  Fight  on  Spread 
Bargaining  Recognition 

Boston — Affecting  the  numerous  mo- 
tion picture  industry  unions  in  Massa- 
chusetts is  the  attack  by  the  CIO  against 
recent  legislative  action  which  requires  the 
state  labor  relations  commission  to  recog- 
nize, in  bargaining  procedure,  groups  in 
which  a majority  of  employes  express  their 
desire  to  be  represented. 

The  labor  organization  contends  that 
the  requirement,  which  was  passed  by  the 
recent  legislature,  impairs  the  power  of  the 
commission  which  was  established  to  deal 
with  disputes  in  connection  with  the  Wag- 
ner Act.  Before  the  amendment  went  into 
effect,  the  commission  had  the  power  “to 
decide  the  bargaining  unit.” 

The  labor  move  takes  the  form  of  a 
petition  for  a referendum  on  the  amend- 
ment. 


The  Danbury  Fair  is  the  next  big  head- 
ache confronting  Fairfield  county  thea- 
tres. 

Philip  Schwartz  has  launched  a 16-week 
beverage  set  deal  at  his  Parkway  Tlreatre. 

Strand-Palace  successfully  played  an  all- 
Polish  program  for  two  days. 

Theatre  attendance  has  generally  im- 
proved with  the  return  of  cooler  weather. 

Charles  Obert,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Warner,  has  slipped  a diamond  ring  on  the 
finger  of  Grace  Moore. 

Clement  Healey,  Warner  usher,  accept- 
ed for  enrollment  at  State  Ti'ade  School, 
where  he’ll  learn  to  delve  with  electrical 
mechanics. 

Edgar  Lynch,  former  Wariier  manager 
and  now  manager  of  Warner,  Worcester,  in 
town  for  a weekend  visit. 

Fred  H.  Russell,  Post-Telegram  stage 
and  screen  editor,  back  after  a two-week 
vacation. 


LET  THOSE  New  England  theatre  man- 
agers who  are  complaining  that  “there’s 
no  money  around,  thus  business  is  bad,” 
read  these  figures  and  weep:  Narragansett 
Park,  Rhode  Island  race  track,  closed  its 
midsummer  meet  Saturday  with  mutuel 
windows  handling  $567,235  on  the  closing 
day.  During  the  30-day  meet  a total  of 
$11,509,549  passed  through  the  pari-mutuel 
wickets,  for  a daily  average  of  $383,652. 
This  compares  with  $11,134,235  bet  during 
30  days  of  1938’s  36-day  summer  meet, 
when  the  average  day’s  handle  was  $383,- 
566.  Nice  grosses,  eh  what? 

Johnny  Hodge,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Strand,  took  a weekend  jaunt  to  New 
York. 

Manager  Cronin  of  Associated  Theatre’s 
Empire  is  preparing  for  the  invasion  of  a 
painting  crew  this  week  who  will  redeco- 
rate the  theatre’s  front  and  exterior. 

RKO-Albee  staff  still  waiting  to  hear 
who,  if  anyone,  is  coming  in  as  permanent 
house  manager.  Meanwhile,  Albee  Publicist 
Morton  is  laying  a heavy  campaign  on 
"Fifth  Avenue  Girl’’  that  includes  as 
widely  divergent  stunts  as  an  "Irish  Stew 
Contest”  and  release  of  a flock  of  homing 
pigeons  from  theatre  marquee  on  the  op- 
ening day  of  film. 

Thanks  largely  to  a campaign  put  on 
by  Manager  Ed  McBride  of  Loew’s  State, 
that  theatre  is  holding  over  “The  Women” 
for  a second  week.  This  is  the  first  hold- 
over attraction  the  State  has  had  in  years, 
most  of  its  films  moving  to  Carlton  for 
second  week  showing.  Carlton  this  week 
took  over  “The  Old  Maid”  which  did  ex- 
cellent business  at  the  Majestic  the  pre- 
vious week.  Strand  also  held  over  “Golden 
Boy”  for  two  extra  days,  making  a total 
of  three  holdever  films  in  city  first  run 
houses  for  the  weekend;  something  of  a 
record  here. 


Fairs  Take  Seasonal 
Toll  From  Grosses 

Boston — Fairs,  traditional  crowd  draw- 
ers in  New  England,  are  taking  their  sea- 
sonal tolls  from  potential  theatre  audi- 
ences. Pari-mutuel  racing,  legalized  three 
years  ago  in  the  Bay  State,  is  giving  add- 
ed impetus  to  the  turnouts.  Agricultural 
exhibits  and  competitions,  from  livestock 
shows  to  pie-cooking  contests,  furnish  the 
backbone  of  the  autumnal  affairs. 

Television,  a modern  entrant,  takes  up 
the  big  stick  against  films  at  the  Brockton 
Fair  where  a television  theatre  will  be 
in  operation  from  10:00  a.  m.  to  10:00 
p.  m.  daily.  The  scope  of  these  New  Eng- 
land perennials  may  perhaps  be  gauged 
by  the  fact  the  Brockton  Fair,  one  of 
the  oldest  in  the  section,  will  probably 
draw  at  least  200,000  people  this  week. 

September  fairs  in  New  England  include 
turnouts  at  Brockton,  Greenfield,  Acton, 
Springfield,  Littleville,  and  Cummington, 
in  Massachusetts;  Plymouth  and  Roches- 
ter in  New  Hampshire;  Woodstock,  Ber- 
lin, Meriden,  and  Danbury  in  Connecticut; 
Ttirnbridge,  Vermont;  and  Machias,  So. 
Paris,  Cumberland,  Farmington,  Cherry- 
field,  Union,  and  Athens  in  Maine. 


Nominations  Are  Made  by 
Allied  of  Connecticut 

New  Haven — After  hearing  the  reports 
of  President  Maurice  Shulman  and  Dr. 
J.  B.  Fishman  on  the  recent  Allied  of 
New  Jersey  convention.  Allied  Theatres  of 
Connecticut  nominated  the  following  of- 
ficers for  1939-40  at  a special  meeting  at 
the  Hofbrau  Haus  Restaurant. 

For  president:  Charles  Repass  of  the 
Crown  at  Hartford,  A1  Schuman,  Black- 
rock  Theatre,  Bridgeport,  and  Martin 
Keleher,  Princess  Theatre,  Hartford.  For 
vice-president  the  same  three  have  been 
nominated  plus  Sam  Hadelman  of  the 
Capitol  at  Bridgeport.  For  treasurer.  Jack 
Schwartz,  Westend,  Bridgeport;  and  Leo 
Schapiro,  Guilford,  New  Haven.  For  ex- 
ecutive secretary,  Lawrence  C.  Caplan.  For 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  Jacob 
Fishman  and  Maurice  Shulman. 

The  election  will  be  held  'Tuesday,  Oc- 
tober 3,  at  the  Hofbrau  Haus. 

New  Haven  Local  B-41 
Installs  New  OHicers 

New  Haven — Film  exchange  workers’ 
union.  Local  B-41,  held  its  formal  instal- 
lation of  officers  for  the  year  1939-40 
after  several  delays  because  of  vacation 
absentees.  Congratulations  to  Jack  Mullin 
of  Warner’s,  president;  Jerry  Massimeno, 
Warner’s,  vice-president;  William  Nutile, 
Paramount,  treasurer;  Jimmy  McMahon, 
Paramount,  secretary;  Henry  Bruning, 
United  Artists,  executive  board;  Robert 
Hoffman,  20th  Century-Fox,  executive 
board,  and  Kathryn  Fitzgerald,  Republic, 
business  agent. 

Special  meeting  to  discuss  expiring  con- 
tracts is  expected  in  October. 
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JJARRIS  BROS.’  State  had  Gene  Krupa 
in  person  on  their  stage.  Publicist  Rudy 
Frank  had  Gene  appear  at  a local  radio 
appliance  store  where  the  swingster  signed 
autographs  for  a half-hour  . . . Julian  B. 
Tuthill,  film  critic  for  the  Hartford  Times, 
spoke  at  Hartford  Public  High  School  be- 
fore a theatrical  class  on  “What  the  Dra- 
matic Critic  Expects  From  the  Non-Pro- 
fessional Actor.” 

Doings  along  memory-row.  Julian  B. 
Tuthill,  recalling  when  he  edited  the  Bay 
Shore  Sentinel  m Long  Island  and  remem- 
bering, too,  when  Joe  Allen  jr.,  now  ap- 
pearing in  "Our  Leading  Citizen,”  once 
wrote  a high  school  sports  column  for  the 
present  Times  man. 

Pete  Perakos,  owner  of  the  Palace  in 
New  Britain,  is  thinking  of  vaudeville  for 
Thursdays,  Fridays  and  Saturdays  ...  Ed 
Schwartz  is  acting  as  managerial  assistant 
to  Manager  Bill  Michaelson,  Plaza,  Stam- 
ford . . . Corrine  Conn  is  new  matron 
at  the  Loew-Poli,  Waterbury. 

Eddie  (Rochester)  Anderson,  who  ap- 
peared here  at  the  State,  told  Julian  B. 
Tuthill  that  he  can  hardly  wait  for  "Gone 
With  the  Wind”  to  see  how  he  looks  in  it. 
Said  he:  "I  had  a horrible  make-up.  At 
least  it  looked  horrible  in  the  mirror  . . . 
I’m  supposed  to  be  an  old  man,  and  the 
grease-paint  lines  were  something  to 
frighten  almost  anybody  . . . but  they  said 
it’d  photograph  all  right  ...  I sure  hope 
so,  anyhow.” 

Bingo  permits  in  Naugatuck,  according 
to  Warden  John  J.  Sheridan,  will  be  is- 
sued only  to  churches,  fraternal  organiza- 
tions and  societies,  and  only  after  each 
application  for  a permit  has  been  in- 
vestigated. Warden  Sheridan  also  pointed 
out  no  out-of-town  operators  will  be  al- 
lowed to  run  the  game. 

Dave  Sugarman,  manager  of  Warner’s 
Colonial,  announces  his  reserved-seat  pol- 
icy will  be  in  effect  only  on  occasions  from 
now  on.  Sugarman  also  announces  excel- 
lent grosses  on  "The  Old  Maid,”  which 
played  his  house  last  week.  Dave  re- 
cently was  shifted  from  the  downtown 
Regal  by  District  Manager  Henry  Needles. 

Last  Wednesday  ushered  in  the  new 
season  for  Loew-Poli  New  England  thea- 
tres. Governor  Baldwin  signed  a procla- 
mation on  the  important  place  of  films  in 
Hartford’s  entertainment  world.  Mayor 
Thomas  J.  Spellacy  threw  the  switch  out- 
side Loew’s  Poli  which  formally  opened 
the  season. 

Says  the  Bridgeport  Herald:  "Lovely, 
IQ-year-old  Gene,  debutante  daughter 
of  the  Howard  Tierneys,  Fairfield,  the 
newest  glitterbug  of  Hollywood.”  Gene 
has  landed  a Hollywood  contraet  and  is 
now  on  the  coast  awaiting  picture  assign- 
ment. 

Julian  'Tuthill  again;  He  announces 
his  intention  to  move  on  or  a’nout  October 
1 into  a penthouse  high  above  the  noise 
and  clatter  of  downtown  Hartford.  Good 
luck  with  the  new  household,  Julian! 


Let  Distributors  Ques- 
tion Millett,  LePage 

Boston — Defendant  distributors  have 
been  granted  a court  order  to  take 
depositions  from  C.  F.  Millett  and 
Frank  LePage  for  use  in  the  defense 
against  the  plaintiffs'  respective  $100,- 
000  anti-trust  suits  being  prosecuted  by 
Attorney  George  S.  Ryan.  Millett, 
operator  of  the  State  in  Bridgeton,  Me., 
will  give  testimony  in  Portland.  Le- 
Page, Millinocket  theatre  owner,  will 
be  questioned  in  Bangor.  The  Graphic 
Theatre  circuit,  also  defendants,  are  not 
identified  with  this  latest  action. 


Healey  and  Forkey  Guide 
Hub  Legion  Post  Dance 

Boston — Major  Patrick  F.  Healey  of  the 
department  of  Public  Safety  and  Kenneth 
Forkey,  Bay  State  exhibitor,  have  been 
elected  co-chairmen  in  charge  of  the  forth- 
coming film  district  dinner-dance  spon- 
sored yearly  by  the  'Theatrical  Post  of 
American  Legion.  This  year’s  affair,  which 
will  feature  the  installation  of  Theatre- 
man  William  H.  McLaughlin  as  comman- 
der, will  be  held  October  25,  at  the  Cop- 
ley-Plaza  Hotel. 

Harry  A.  Aaronson,  manager  of  the 
Rialto  in  Boston,  and  Alvin  G.  Kenney, 
state  figure,  will  be  put  into  line  for  the 
high  office  by  being  installed,  respectively, 
as  senior  vice-commander  and  junior  vice- 
commander. 

Marcel  Mekelburg,  former  GB  district 
manager  now  handling  Grand  National 
here,  is  to  go  in  as  finance  officer  for  his 
second  year.  Ralph  Wormhood  will  be 
inducted  as  adjutant  and  Dr.  Edward 
Melincoff  as  chaplain. 

The  executive  committe  for  1939-40  will 
include  Carl  D.  Goodwin,  Patrick  F. 
Healey,  Kenneth  Forkey,  and  William 
J.  Cotty. 

Abraham  Berg,  Mekelburg  and  Ralph 
Wormwood  have  been  elected  to  the  reser- 
vations committee  for  the  October  25  af- 
fair. Cyril  McGerigle  and  James  Sher- 
ran  comprise  the  installment  committee. 
The  entertainment  committee  is  made  up 
of  Robert  Sternberg  and  Joseph  Kantor. 

Alvin  Kenney,  Leon  Foster  and  Harry 
Rosenblatt  form  the  ticket  committee  trio. 
Harry  Smith  and  Harry  Aaronson,  Ben- 


TOHN  PAVONE  of  Warner’s  is  back  at 

his  desk  after  a short  vacation  . . , 
Kathryn  Higgins  of  RKO  away  from  her 
desk  because  of  a badly  cut  thumb  . . . 
Holdover  of  “The  Women”  at  the  Col- 
lege last  week  made  the  best  compre- 
hensive downtown  showing  for  gross  re- 
ceipts , . . Local  exchanges  still  wait 
anxiously  for  results  of  recent  money 
drives  to  be  tabulated  and  announced 
. . . Beautifying  and  extension  of  Warner 
Theatre  offices  nears  completion. 

The  Loew-Poli-teers  put  over  the  new 
film  season  once  more  with  the  fanfare 
which  has  made  at  least  nine  New  Eng- 
land towns  sit  up  and  take  notice.  The 


Thomaslon  Playhouse 
Will  Open  Sept.  27 

New  Haven  — Robert  Schwartz’s  700- 
seat  Park  Playhouse  in  Thomaston  is  due 
to  open  September  27.  Schwartz  formerly 
operated  the  Paramount,  which  he  has 
under  lease  and  will  keep  dark.  The  new 
building  is  brick  colonial  in  architecture, 
and  the  theatre  is  flanked  by  a new 
store  on  either  side. 

After  several  delays  the  700-seat  State, 
Jewett  City,  was  opened  September  19 
by  Joseph  Quittner  and  Peter  Perakos, 
with  Harry  Barnett  as  manager.  Open- 
ing feature  was  “Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 
This  is  Jewett  City’s  first  regular  theatre 
since  the  hurricane  last  year  damaged 
Finn’s  beyond  repair. 

A1  Pickus  also  opened  the  496-seat  An- 
nex, renamed  Fairmount,  on  September 
20,  after  reseating  and  extensive  altera- 
tions. Opening  bill  was  the  dual  “Only 
Angels  Have  Wings”  and  “Second  Piddle,” 
although  Pickus  had  previously  planned  to 
try  single  features  in  accordance  with 
his  policy  at  the  Stratford  'Theatre. 

Fishman  Theatres  reopened  the  Win- 
chester, dark  for  the  summer,  on  Septem- 
ber 22,  full  schedule.  All  Fishman  houses 
are  now  in  regular  operation,  following 
a shut-down  of  three  theatres  in  New 
Haven  for  the  summer. 


Termer  to  Hollander 

Hollywood — Frederick  Hollander,  Para- 
mount composer,  has  been  held  for  an- 
other term. 


jamin  Abrams,  Albert  M.  Kane,  and  Karl 
Foster  make  up  the  program  committee. 

William  Erbb,  Tom  Bailey,  Edward 
Cuddy,  Dr.  William  R.  Basch,  George  P. 
Milan,  Dr.  Nathan  Pineburg,  Frank  J.  Mc- 
Carthy, Mark  Burston,  Dr.  I.  Irving  Coi>en, 
and  William  Murphy  have  been  elected  to 
the  reception  committee. 

Handling  publicity  are  Harry  Browning 
and  Howard  Crombie.  Edward  Dobkin  and 
Dr.  Edward  Melincoff  have  charge  of  re- 
freshments. Printing  is  in  the  hands  of 
William  Cotte  and  Isaac  Kramer.  Cover- 
ing transportation  are  Walter  Blank  and 
Carl  Goodwin. 


array  of  ballyhoos,  stunts  and  tieups  which 
Bob  Russell  in  New  Haven,  and  other  the- 
atre managers  all  along  the  line  added  to 
the  Crosley  cavalcade  theme  song  ar- 
ranged by  Harry  Shaw  and  Lou  Brown, 
makes  one  wonder  what  the  boys  will 
think  of  next  . . . The  Jewish  holidays 
dented  mid-week  business  but  boosted  the 
weekend. 

Seen  on  the  curb  and  in  the  offices: 
Mickey  Daly,  of  the  Daly,  Hartford,  ar- 
ranging for  his  newly-acquired  Lily,  Plain- 
field  . . . Joseph  Walsh  of  the  Rialto, 
Windsor  Locks  and  Colonial,  Southing- 
ton . . . Ernest  Dorau,  genial  manager  of 
the  Pouzzner  Middletown  houses. 
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"Ramparts"  May  Be  Made 
In  New  London,  Conn, 

New  London,  Conn.  — Considerable  of 
“The  Ramparts  We  Watch,”  which  March 
of  Time  will  make  for  RKO  release,  will 
be  filmed  in  and  around  this  city,  accord- 
ing to  reports.  The  film  will  typify  a New 
England  community  and  national  defense 
activities  during  the  last  war. 

On  previous  occasions.  New  London  has 
served  as  a location  site  for  Hollywood, 
the  most  recent  being  20th-Fox’s  “Sub- 
marine D-1.” 


John  Heneas  Will  Oiler 
Foreign  Films  in  Hub 

Boston — A second  foreign  film  theatre 
in  Boston  will  get  underway  early  in 
October  when  John  Heneas  is  scheduled 
to  reopen  the  Apollo.  Tlie  house,  now  arm- 
ed with  a new  marquee,  has  been  under- 
going renovations.  Russian  films  move 
into  the  local  location  at  the  onset,  fol- 
lowed probably  by  Italian  product  and 
war  pictures.  Thomas  Vetrie  is  booking 
the  spot. 


Allyn  Hosts  400 

Hartford — M&P’s  Allyn  Tlieatre,  man- 
aged by  Walter  B.  Lloyd,  hosted  400  Allyn 
Club  members  from  Hartford’s  east  side. 
Chaperoned  by  20  older  boys,  the  group 
enjoyed  "The  Star  Maker”  and  “Unmar- 
ried.” 


(Continued  from  page  79) 

“The  Women."  Advertisers  paid  the  tariff 
with  tie-in  ads.  . 


William  Murphy  of  Imperial  has  set 
“Return  of  the  Frog”  and  “The  Demon 
Barber  of  Fleet  Street,”  English  horror- 
ifics,  for  a four-day,  first-run  engagement 
at  the  RKO  Boston  Tlieatre  beginning 
September  25. 

Carolyn  Lee,  four-year-old  feature  player 
in  “Honeymoon  in  Bali"  was  to  have  been 
the  guest  of  honor  at  a local  press  lunch- 
eon here  Wednesday. 

Louis  Starr,  Barre  exhibitor,  was  in  from 
Vermont  last  week  . . . Joseph  Rappelas, 
East  Hampton  theatreman,  was  in  the 
district  . . . Fred  Greene,  Woonsocket,  was 
in  from  Rhode  Island. 

Nellie  McLaughlin,  Imperial  booker,  de- 
clines to  set  a definite  date  for  her  Penn- 
sylvania and  World’s  Fair  vacation  after 
having  already  postponed  the  sojourn  four 
times. 

Frank  Boscketti  of  the  Star  Theatre  in 
Lawrence  was  in  the  film  district  last 
week  . . . Harry  Segal  of  Imperial  was 
down  from  New  York  for  the  holidays. 

E.  M.  Loew,  New  England  circuit  opera- 
tor, plans  to  put  up  a new  theatre  in  Wor- 
cester. The  house,  in  the  Billings  Square 
section,  would  seat  close  to  1,000.  Rumors 
are  rife  that  Loew  will  add  a Portland. 
Me.,  link  to  his  chain. 


Acquiring  Theatres 
A Security  Move 

(Continued  from  page  81) 
recollection,  that  was  put  out  by  all  com- 
panies?” 

“Well,  I figure  about,  I should  say  800, 
between  700  and  800,  because  there’s  no 
way  of  telling  except  when  a company 
would  announce  what  they  did  or  wheth- 
er they  measured  up  during  the  year.” 

“And  at  that  time,  your  company  was 
the  largest  producer  of  photoplays?” 

“In  numbers,  I think,  we  make  the 
largest  numbers.” 

“At  that  time,  your  company  was  the 
largest  and  best  company  in  the  motion 
picture  business.” 

“Well,  that  particular  year — you  mean 
any  particular  year?” 

“While  you  were  using  this  policy  of 
104?” 

“I  think  so.” 

“Well,  if  you  were  putting  out  104,  out 
of  700  or  800  total,  your  company  then 
was  quite  a power  in  the  motion  picture 
industry,  was  it  not?” 

“Our  company  occupied  a predominant 
position  in  the  industry.” 

“And  you  wanted  to  increase  that  po- 
sition of  predominance  by  acquiring  the- 
atres, is  that  correct?” 

“No,  we  wanted  to  insure — our  primary 
business  is  making  pictures — our  main 
business,  and  we  wanted  to  be  sure  that 
our  outlets  were  secured.” 

“And  at  that  time  in  1920,  didn’t  you 
feel  that  the  big  money  in  the  motion 
picture  industry  was  being  made  by  the 
theatres?” 

“No,  we  concentrated  on  the  production 
end  of  the  business  and  all  we  were  con- 
cerned with  was  our  outlet  for  our  prod- 
uct.” 

“Didn’t  you  intend  to  make  money  by 
exhibiting  pictures,  too?” 

“Yes.” 

“Didn’t  you  feel  that  the  greatest  prof- 
its in  the  industry  would  come  through 
theatres,  rather  than  through  production?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Do  you  remember  telling  Mr.  Connick 
that?” 

“I  don’t.” 

“Do  you  remember  talking  to  him  about 
that  subject?”  asked  Ryan. 

“I  I’emember  I talked  to  him  on  several 
subjects,”  said  Zukor. 

“Do  you  remember  what  you  said  about 
that  particular  subject?” 

“I  do  not.” 

“When  you  went  into  this  policy  of 
acquiring  theatres,  as  you  say,  that  was 
to  secure  a permanent  outlet  for  your 
own  pictures?” 

“Right.” 

To  Protect  Outlets 

“Did  you  feel  at  that  time  that  you 
would  be  able  to  supply  enough  pictures 
so  as  to  keep  them  going?” 

“In  the  first  instance,  we  wanted  to 
have  an  outlet  for  our  product,  and,  in 
the  second,  we  couldn’t.  We  were  ready 
to  buy  pictures  from  anybody  in  order 
to  round  out  the  requirements.” 

“Did  you  at  that  time  feel  that  your 
company,  as  a producer,  would  be  able  to 


Adorno  to  Court  Seeking 
A Permit  for  Drive-In 

Middletown,  Conn.  — Sal  Adorno  has 
filed  a writ  of  mandamus  against  the 
building  commissioner  in  an  effort  to  com- 
pel him  to  grant  the  permit  necessary 
for  the  operation  of  his  completed  airdrome 
theatre.  One  was  granted  this  summer, 
but  shortly  afterward  was  revoked  on  the 
grounds  it  had  been  obtained  imder  “mis- 
representation of  certain  facts.” 


Script  Sheridan  Yarn 

Hollywood — Julius  and  Phil  Epstein 
will  script  “Married,  Pretty  and  Poor” 
for  Warner  as  a forthcoming  vehicle  for 
Ann  Sheridan. 


supply  itself  as  an  exhibitor  with  what- 
ever pictures  it  needed  in  its  business?” 

“I  hardly  think  so.” 

“You  were  making  about  104  pictures?” 

“I  can’t  tell  exactly  what  year  we  made 
104  pictures  when  we  acquired  theatres 
or  whether  we  had  made  less  pictures,  be- 
cause the  number  of  pictures  you  make  is 
not  determined  by  the  number  of  theatres 
you  have  but  is  determined  by  the  organi- 
zation, having  the  stars  and  the  material 
to  make  the  pictures.” 

“Yes,  but  hadn’t  you  had,  Mr.  Zukor, 
this  theatre  acquisition  policy  started 
around  1919?” 

“I  think  that’s  when  the  First  National 
was  organized.” 

“And  it  was  two  or  four  years — around 
1920,  you  were  putting  out  104?” 

“I  can’t  say.  The  record  would  show, 
because  we  have  a record  of  that,  Mr. 
Ryan,  what  we  put  out.  I would  rather 
trust  to  the  records  than  to  my  memory.” 

“There  wouldn’t  be  any  doubt  about 
your  memory  being  104  approximately?” 

“Approximately,  yes.” 

“So  that,  did  you  feel  at  that  time  that 
your  company  as  a producer  would  ap- 
proximately supply  to  the  theatres  that  it 
operated  all  the  pictures  which  they  need- 
ed?” 

"That  I couldn’t  say,  because  there’s  a 
number  of  theatres  that  you  change  often- 
er  than  the  number  of  pictures  we  put  out; 
out  of  necessity  they  would  have  to  buy 
product  from  the  other  producers.” 

“Well,  around  1920,  were  there  any  the- 
atres that  would  require  more  than  104?” 

“Yes.  At  that  time  they  changed  more 
often  in  those  days  than  they  do  now.” 

“So  that  you  felt  that  your  company 
when  it  began  exhibiting  pictures  in  a 
great  many  places,  at  least,  would  buy 
pictures  from  other  producers.” 

“I  should  imagine  so.” 

“And  when  you  went  into  the  theatre 
acquisition  field,  you  intended  to  acquire 
a lot  of  theatres,  didn’t  you?” 

“No  particular  number.  There  was  no 
set  number.  We  went  in  and  acquired 
theatres  or  built  theatres.” 

“Well,  you  intended  to  acquire  theatres 
in  all  the  prominent  localities  in  the 
country?” 

“We  wanted  to  make  certain  that  our 
outlet  was  well  protected.” 

“Well,  have  you  found  that  it  has  been 
a fact  that  the  acquisition  of  these  the- 
atres has  given  you  a great  power  to  deal 
with  other  producers?”  asked  Ryan. 

“Not  to  my  knowledge,”  said  Zukor. 
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Carolinas  in  Call  for  Pact 
Concessions  by  Majors 


Carolina  Convention 
Program  Readied 

Charlotte — A program  will  be  ar- 
ranged shortly  lor  the  winter  conven- 
tion of  the  North  and  South  Carolina 
Theatre  Owners  Ass'n  convention  to  be 
held  here  December  3 and  4,  accord- 
ing to  Mrs.  Walter  Griffith,  secretary. 
Approximately  460  theatres  in  the  two 
states  are  expected  to  be  represented 
at  the  meeting. 

Aclion  on  Objections 
When  Jurist  Returns 

Miami — Action  on  the  objections  filed 
this  week  to  the  interrogations  propounded 
to  some  officials  of  the  eight  major  com- 
panies in  connection  with  the  securing  of 
evidence  for  the  December  trial  of  the 
suit  being  brought  by  the  Cameo  and  Surf 
theatres,  must  await  the  return  of  Judge 
John  W.  Holland  of  the  U.  S.  district  court. 
He  will  be  back  in  Miami,  October  5. 

Similarly,  the  taking  of  testimony  of 
Hiram  D.  Parks,  Warner  film  salesman  at 
Lubbock,  Tex.,  apparently  will  have  to 
await  the  judge’s  resumption  of  his  seat. 
The  taking  of  Parks’  deposition,  sched- 
uled for  Saturday,  September  16,  was  halt- 
ed at  the  demand  of  the  defense  counsel, 
who  is  seeking  to  have  Judge  Holland  is- 
sue an  order  limiting  the  scope  of  the  in- 
quiry. 

Counsel  for  the  defense  protested  on 
the  grounds  the  transactions  about  which 
Parks  was  to  be  questioned  occurred  “two 
or  more  years  prior  to  the  time  when  the 
plaintiffs  established  their  theatres.’’ 


Wometco's  Credit  Union 
Entering  Filth  Year 

Miami — Continuing  to  aid  employes 
through  emergencies  of  all  kinds,  the  Wo- 
metco  Credit  Union  is  going  into  its  fifth 
year  with  $17,485  in  shares  as  compared 
with  $14,746  at  the  same  time  in  1938. 
Current  loans  show  a similar  increase — 
$15,443  as  against  $11,185  last  year. 

The  union’s  net  earnings  are  a full  $125 
ahead  of  last  year’s  at  this  time,  a checkup 
with  Stanley  Stern,  president,  and  L.  A. 
Johnston,  treasurer,  reveals. 


Deal  Brings  Grainger 

Dallas — James  R.  Grainger,  president  of 
Republic  Pictures,  and  also  general  sales 
manager,  has  been  in  town  to  close  with 
the  Interstate  circuit  for  1939-40  product. 
He  visited  the  Dallas  exchange  and  held 
conferences  with  W.  G.  Underwood  and 
Lloyd  Rust. 


Buys  "Waterloo  Bridge" 

Hollywood — “Waterloo  Bridge,’’  a play 
by  Robert  E.  Sherwood,  has  been  pur- 
chased by  Selznick  International  from 
Universal,  which  company  produced  it  in 
1931. 


Charlotte — A five-point  plea  for  volun- 
tary contract  concessions  has  been  direct- 
ed at  major  distributors  by  the  Theatre 
Owners  of  North  and  South  Carolina. 

Perfected  at  a meeting  here  of  the  board 
of  directors,  the  resolution  asks: 

1.  Straight  20  per  cent  elimination. 

2.  Non-forcing  of  shorts,  trailers,  news- 
reels and  accessories  with  features. 

3.  Elimination  of  all  score  charges. 

4.  Price  allocation  to  be  stipulated  with 
notice  of  availability. 

5.  Full  protection  against  non-the- 
atrical competition. 

The  resolution  commended  the  distribu- 
tors who  have  granted  “certain  of  these 
privileges.” 

Contending  that  many  of  the  organiza- 
tions members  “working  in  the  interest 
of  cooperation  with  the  distributors  and 
under  the  firm  impression  that  the  privi- 
leges of  certain  fair  trade  practices  would 
be  granted  have  bought  product  for  the 


Arkansas  ITO  Will 
Meel  Ocl.  15-16 

Little  Rock — At  a meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  at  Hotel  Marion  here,  officers 
of  the  Arkansas  ITO  made  plans  for  their 
semi-annual  convention  here,  October  15- 
16. 

O.  G.  Wren,  president,  stated  that  date 
was  set  to  give  delegates  an  opportunity  to 
attend  the  second  annual  Arkansas  Live- 
stock Show  in  North  Little  Rock,  sched- 
uled for  October  16-22. 

At  the  board  meeting  here  were  Wren; 
K.  K.  King,  Searcy:  J.  F.  Norman,  Lit- 
tle Rock;  D.  E.  Fitton,  Harrison;  C.  F. 
Bonner,  Pine  Bluff;  L.  F.  Haven  jr.,  For- 
rest City,  and  W.  E.  Malin,  Augusta. 

The  board  adopted  a resolution  asking 
members  to  give  their  support  and  co- 
operation in  advertising  the  stock  show. 

Members  of  the  Arkansas  ITO,  it  was 
announced,  will  be  guests  of  T.  C.  Robert- 
son, rodeo  manager,  on  October  17. 


Biscayne  Plaza  Launched 
On  Its  New  Season 

Miami — With  the  return  of  Edgar  B. 
Pearce,  manager  and  joint  owner  of  the 
Biscayne  Plaza  Theatre  on  Miami  Beach, 
from  his  northern  vacation,  this  month 
beach  house  is  launching  on  its  prepara- 
tions for  the  season. 

Besides  having  a grand  postman’s  holi- 
day visiting  as  many  theatres  as  he  could 
crowd  onto  his  schedule,  Pearce  did  Ra- 
dio City’s  Music  Hall  from  foyer  to  stage- 
door,  concluding  with  a long  backstage 
visit.  He  has  two  new  members  in  his 
organization,  Mrs.  Eunice  Outlaw,  as  cash- 
ier, and  Lloyd  Chambers,  formerly  with 
Robb  & Rowley  circuit.  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
as  the  newest  member  of  his  service  staff. 


1939-40  season  and  as  a consequence  are 
overbought  unless  the  said  privileges  are 
granted,”  the  petition  urges  immediate 
action. 

Officers  and  directors  of  the  organiza- 
tion are: 

President,  Lyle  M.  Wilson,  Roanoke  Rap- 
ids, N.  C.;  vice-presidents,  H.  R.  Berry, 
Hartsville,  S.  C.,  and  F.  H.  Beddingfield, 
Charlotte:  secretary-treasurer,  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter Griffith,  Charlotte;  directors,  Boyd 
Brown,  Winnsboro,  S.  C.;  Robert  E.  Bry- 
ant, Rock  Hill,  S.  C.;  H.  E.  Buchanan, 
Hendersonville,  N.  C.;  H.  F.  Kincey,  Char- 
lotte; J.  E.  Massie,  Waynesville,  N.  C.; 
J.  F.  Miller,  Hickory,  N.  C.;  George  W. 
Parr,  Lancaster,  S.  C.;  Charles  W.  Pic- 
quet,  Pinehurst,  N.  C.;  Roy  Rowe,  Bur- 
gaw,  N.  C.;  A.  F.  Sams  jr.,  Statesville, 
N.  C.;  J.  I.  Sims,  Orangeburg,  S.  C.; 
Albert  Sottile,  Charleston,  S.  C.;  S.  S. 
Stevenson,  Henderson,  N.  C.,  and  C.  A. 
Turnage,  Washington,  N.  C. 


Oklahoma  City  Joins 
Variety  as  Tenl  22 

Oklahoma  City — A Variety  Club  charter 
has  been  granted  the  Oklahoma  City  pe- 
titioners. That  city  joins  the  ranks  of 
National  Variety  Club  as  Tent  No.  22, 
with  L.  C.  Griffith  of  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  as  chief  barker,  and  a charter 
membership  of  30. 

The  petition  was  signed  by  L.  C.  Grif- 
fith, of  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.; 
Morris  Loewenstein,  Majestic  'Theatre; 
Wm.  P.  Moran,  Southwestern  Theatres, 
Inc.;  Wm.  Zoellner  of  M-G-M;  S.  J. 
McKenna,  Griffith  Amusement  Co.;  Max 
Brock  of  Lawton,  Okla.;  Sol  Davis,  Re- 
public Pictures;  Jack  Curry,  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc.;  Otto  Rohde  of  Vitagraph, 
Inc.,  and  Ralph  Talbot  of  Tulsa,  Okla. 


Okla.  Variety  Bowlers 
Keep  Season  Alive 

Oklahoma  City — 'The  local  Variety  Club 
League  of  Filmrow  teams  moved  into  its 
second  week  of  bowling  activity  with  the 
RKO  team  defeating  Griffith  3-0,  War- 
ner defeating  Paramount  3-0,  Clark  Pos- 
ter besting  20th-Fox  2-1  and  National 
Theatre  Supply  decisioning  Standard  The- 
atres 2-1. 


Installs  New  Tents 

Dallas — R.  J.  (Bob)  O’Donnell,  Chief 
Barker  of  Dallas  Variety  Club,  left  Thurs- 
day for  Atlanta  to  attend  installing  cere- 
monies of  a Variety  Club  in  the  Henry 
W.  Grady  Hotel  there.  From  there  he 
was  to  go  to  Memphis  for  another  Va- 
riety installation.  He  is  organizer  in  the 
south  and  west  for  the  national  associa- 
tion. 
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Okla.  Allied  Announces  First 
Convention's  Speakers  List 


Oklahoma  City — A temporary  program 
schedule  of  speakers  has  been  announced 
by  Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma 
for  their  first  annual  convention  to  be 
held  at  the  Biltmore  Hotel  here  Tuesday- 
Wednesday,  September  26  and  27. 

The  convention  is  to  be  divided  into 
three  sessions,  the  first  of  which,  Tues- 
day morning,  will  be  a round  table  dis- 
cussion in  which  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  head 
of  Allied,  will  analyze  and  discuss  cur- 
rent theatre  problems.  This  session  will 
be  open  only  to  Allied  members  and  will 
“go  to  the  very  bottom  of  such  subjects 
as  national  cooperation,  legislative  regu- 
lation, uniform  rentals,  imreasonable  pro- 
tection and  other  national  subjects,”  ac- 
cording to  the  convention  committee. 

Several  outstanding  Texas  exhibitors 
have  been  promised  for  this  session.  They 
are  to  participate  in  the  discussion  and 
relate  some  of  their  experiences  and  so- 
lutions to  problems. 

At  this  meeting  a recording  of  the  im- 
portant speeches  made  at  the  national 
Allied  convention  in  Minneapolis  will  be 
given. 

“All  Star  Session” 

The  second  session,  labeled  an  “All  Star 
Session,”  will  be  conducted  Tuesday  af- 
ternoon and  will  be  open  to  all  indepen- 
dent exhibitors.  Each  speaker  will  talk 
briefly  and  to  the  point.  Among  the 
speakers  listed  on  the  program  schedule 
are  Dr.  W.  B.  Bizzell,  president  of  the 
University  of  Oklahoma;  Dean  A.  B. 
Adams,  College  of  Business,  University  of 
Oklahoma:  Congressman  Lyle  H.  Boren, 
Congressman  Wesley  E.  Disney,  Congress- 
man Will  Rogers,  Congressman  Jed  John- 
son, State  Representative  William  High 
of  Pottawatomie  coimty.  State  Representa- 
tive George  Miskovsky  of  Oklahoma  coun- 
ty, Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied  presi- 
dent, and  several  others. 

Dr.  Bizzell  will  discuss  the  educators 
interest  in  motion  pictures  and  tell  why 
leading  educators  favor  a better  movie 
program.  He  will  also  tell  how  local  ex- 
hibitors may  work  more  effectively  with 
school  men. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Adams,  a leading  authority 
in  the  Middle  West  on  problems  affect- 
ing monopolies  and  illegal  business  prac- 
tices, will  “tell  vividly  how  a monopoly 
becomes  a malignant  cancer  in  the  indus- 
trial world.” 

Congressman  Boren,  who  has  made  a 
special  study  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, and  who  is,  with  the  help  of  a num- 
ber of  congressmen,  drafting  a bill  to 
separate  exhibition  from  production  and 
distribution,  which  will  be  introduced  in 
the  United  States  Congress,  will  give  a 
preview  of  “national  corrective  ideas  long 
before  they  become  trade  paper  news.” 

Wesley  E.  Disney  will  discuss  briefly 
what  he  has  learned  about  theatre  prob- 
lems while  in  Washington. 

Congressman  Will  Rogers  will  tell  of 
the  Washington  scene  and  how  the  breaks 
are  falling  for  the  exhibitor. 

Congressman  Jed  Johnson,  chairman  of 
the  legislative  steering  committee,  will 
“predict  what  fate  may  meet  present  cor- 


rective legislation  bills  in  Congress  and 
those  to  be  introduced.” 

George  Miskovsky,  state  representative 
of  Oklahoma  county,  an  aggressive  leader 
of  legislation  affecting  chain  organiza- 
tions, will  tell  how  his  bill  introduced  in 
the  last  session  of  the  state  legislature 
will  affect  Oklahoma  chain  theatre  or- 
ganizations. 

WilUam  High,  state  representative  from 
Pottawatomie  county,  who  has  made  a 
study  of  theatre  problems  and  has  writ- 
ten a bill  which  he  proposes  to  introduce 
in  the  next  state  legislature,  will  discuss 
this  bill. 

Plans  are  being  completed  for  state- 
wide radio  broadcasting  of  certain  portions 
of  the  public  sessions. 

Immediately  after  a short  recess  Tues- 
day afternoon  members  of  Allied  will  meet 
for  a general  business  session.  At  this 
meeting  a constitution  will  be  adopted,  a 
board  of  directors  elected,  and  plans  for 
a fall  campaign  discussed. 

The  meeting  of  the  new  board  is  to  elect 
officers  and  formulate  policies  as  dis- 
cussed at  the  general  meetings  of  the  new 
year. 

In  a bulletin  to  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation and  independent  theatre  operators, 
Orville  Von  Gulker,  chairman  of  the  or- 
ganizing board,  stated:  “If  the  indepen- 
dent theatre  owners  want  it,  a buying  or- 
ganization can  be  organized  at  the  con- 
vention. There  are  several  successful  ones 
now  operating  over  the  country,  includ- 
ing the  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Ohio, 
operated  by  Milton  A.  Mooney,  which  is 
buying  and  booking  for  approximately  80 
houses.  Also  the  Detroit  Cooperative,  with 
90  members,  and  others.  Are  you  inter- 
ested?” 

Installations  of  Lighting 
Keep  W.  B,  King  Busy 

Dallas — W.  B.  King  has  been  on  the  go 
these  days  with  the  installation  of  the  new 
Conti -Glo  lighting  in  several  theatres  and 
with  remodeling  jobs  in  others. 

He  has  work  going  on  for  G.  A.  Luc- 
chese  in  the  Nacional  in  San  Antonio,  in 
the  Highland  at  Little  Rock,  for  Robb  & 
Rowley.  The  Conti-Glo  jobs  are  in  the 
Dome  at  Lawton  and  in  Henry  Hall’s  new 
“Theatre  Ahead  of  Tomorrow,”  now  un- 
der construction  at  Alice.  King  was  in 
Corpus  this  week  on  plans  for  revamping 
the  Ritz  (A  house)  for  R&R  and  Bruce 
Collins. 


New  Sound  in  Two 

Houston — New  RCA  sound  equipment 
has  been  sold  to  the  Cleveland  Theatre 
at  Cleveland,  Tex.,  and  the  Texas  at  Bay 
City.  The  deals  were  made  with  the 
Southwestern  Theatre  Equipment  Co.  here. 


"Presses"  to  Universal 

Hollywood — “Stop  the  Presses,”  a story 
by  Frederick  Davis,  has  been  purchased 
by  Universal. 
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^AISY  RICHARDS,  associate  of  Henry 
K.  Gibson,  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  pending  Miami  monopoly  suit,  is  plenty 
absorbed  in  complicated  legal  details  in- 
volved in  this  suit;  but  not  too  absorbed 
to  be  able  to  concentrate,  when  she  closes 
her  office  desk,  on  the  new  house  and 
garden  which  she  and  her  husband  have 
recently  acquired. 

Perhaps  it  was  because  he  had  dictated 
so  many  ’steen  thousands  of  words  about 
‘‘Gulliver’s  Travels,”  or  perhaps  because  he 
has  not  yet  been  acclimated  to  Miami’s 
cool  nights,  or  perhaps  from  the  sheer  ex- 
citement attendant  upon  the  whirl  of  ac- 
tivities at  the  Max  Fleischer  studios  where 
that  full-length  Technicolor  animated  car- 
toon is  being  rushed  for  holiday  release — 
well,  whatever  it  was,  Walter  E.  Bradfield, 
who  has  been  sent  on  to  the  studios  here 
from  Paramount  offices  in  Hollywood  to 
supervise  the  publicity  and  exploitation  for 
Gulliver,  has  been  confined  to  his  home 
with  a rather  painful  throat  affliction.  He 
was  back  at  his  desk,  this  week,  however. 

A growing  local  interest  in  things  thea- 
trical is  apparent  in  the  selection  of  one 
of  the  new  faculty  members  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Miami.  He  is  Robert  Koch,  son 
of  Dr.  Frederick  Koch,  director  of  that 
brilliant  group  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Playmakers.  In  his  course 
in  playwriting  and  play  production,  he 
will  seek  to  stimulate  interest  in  regional 
material,  an  activity  which  is  expected  to 
receive  impetus  from  the  impending  Broad- 
way production  of  “Key  Largo.” 


Cole  Reports  Exhibitor 
Circles  in  East  Calm 

Dallas — Things  are  quiet  in  indepen- 
dent exhibitor  circles  said  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
national  Allied  president,  on  his  return 
Wednesday  by  boat  from  New  York  after 
attending  the  Allied  of  New  Jersey  meet- 
ing. Tire  principal  worry  of  exhibitors  at 
the  meeting  and  elsewhere  was  what  ef- 
fect the  war  would  have  on  theatre  busi- 
ness. He  said  the  exhibitors  passed  reso- 
lutions condemning  curtailment  of  pro- 
duction due  to  the  war  in  Europe,  but  that 
this  sentiment  calmed  down  after  pro- 
ducers came  out  with  statements  that 
there  would  be  no  curtailment. 

He  said  he  saw  no  submarines  on  the 
return  trip,  but  did  see  about  18  oil  tank- 
ers off  the  Keys,  evidently  waiting  to  be 
picked  up  by  a convoy  to  England.  He 
spent  two  or  three  days  in  New  York  on 
purely  social  matters,  he  said. 


Several  Texans  Will  Be 
At  Oklahoma  Confab 

Dallas — Several  Texans  will  attend  the 
Allied  Theatre  Owners  of  Oklahoma  con- 
vention in  Oklahoma  City  next  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday.  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  will  leave 
Monday  afternoon,  accompanied  by  J.  M. 
Reynolds.  A.  W.  Lilly  will  go  from  Green- 
ville. Lee  Threet,  of  Lufkin;  Ted  Lewis, 
of  Texarkana;  Rubin  Frels,  of  Victoria  and 
Bob  Smith,  of  Mission,  also  plan  to  go. 
Homer  Mulkey,  of  Clarendon,  will  join  the 
group  at  the  convention  scene. 
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THEATRES  GET  BREAK! 


First  and  only  eleven 
round  fight  available 
\ to  exhibitors  in  many 
a year. 


A Surefire  Attraction! 


mm.. 


BOB  PASTOR  A HERO 
JOE  LOUIS  STILL  WORLD  CHAMPION 

Think  of  It! 

Eleven  rounds  and  a knockout!  Louis  said  it  was  his 
greatest  and  toughest  fight. 

Exhibitors:  Act  Quick  For  The 

LOUIS-PASTOR 

FIGHT  PICTURES 

First  wires  get  first  dates.  Don't  delay — Patrons  are  waiting.  Wire  or 

phone  right  now. 

A.  HARRIS 


c/o  Adams  Film  Exchange 
308  S.  Harwood,  Dallas,  Tex. 
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Phone 

7-1393 
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Miami  Deposition  Goes  Into 
Wometco  Theatres'  Setup 


By  EDITH  CUMMINGS 

Miami — Ownership  and  control  of  the 
group  of  independently  incorporated  the- 
atres, commonly  known  as  Wometco 
houses,  together  with  the  film  buying 
practices  of  the  two  men  who  are  execu- 
tive officers  in  the  various  operating  com- 
panies controlling  these  theatres  were  two 
of  the  major  issues  on  which  Mitchell 
Wolfson,  partner  in  the  operations  of  these 
Wometco  houses,  was  questioned  when  a 
deposition  of  his  testimony  was  taken  as 
a part  of  the  preliminary  activities  of  the 
pending  Miami  monopoly  suit. 

This  suit,  alleging  monopolistic  practices 
on  the  part  of  two  Miami  theatrical  or- 
ganizations, operating  groups  of  theatres, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  major  film  dis- 
tributors as  well,  is  making  a particular 
issue  of  the  length  of  the  clearance  periods 
granted  Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc.,  and 
the  Wometco  units.  It  is  being  brought 
on  behalf  of  the  two  Miami  Beach  houses 
built  last  year  by  Herman  Weingarten, 
the  Cameo  and  the  Surf,  with  the  com- 
plaint alleging  that  these  two  theatres  are 
unable  to  obtain  first  run  American  films 
because  of  the  alleged  monopolistic  prac- 
tices against  which  they  are  asking  a per- 
manent injunction. 

The  incorporation,  known  as  Wometco 
Theatres,  organized  six  or  seven  years 
ago,  does  not  now  exist,  Wolfson  testi- 
fied, adding  that  it  had  been  dissolved 
several  years  ago;  that  each  one  of  the 
theatres  in  which  he  and  Sidney  Meyer 
are  interested  are  separate  incorporations, 
in  response  to  the  questioning  of  Henry 
K.  Gibson,  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Merely  Trade  Name 

Challenged  about  the  fact  that  he  had 
described  himself  as  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  Wometco  Circuit  in  circulars  dis- 
tributed during  his  campaign  for  council- 
man of  Miami  Beach,  Wolfson  replied  that 
Wometco  was  merely  a trade  name  used 
by  the  Wolfson  and  Meyer  families  who 
have  interests  in  the  various  individual 
corporations  which  operate  the  various 
houses  for  which  they  buy  films. 

Feature  films  for  the  various  houses  in 
which  the  Wometco  men  have  interests 
are  bought,  in  some  instances,  in  New 
York;  in  others,  here  in  Miami,  or  through 
the  mail  or  over  the  telephone,  Wolfson 
stated.  Under  further  questioning  he  add- 
ed that  most  of  their  purchases  were  made 
here  ...  sometimes  from  salesmen,  some- 
times through  mail  and  sometimes  over 
the  telephone. 

The  13  houses,  commonly  known  as 
Wometco  theatres,  are  the  Lincoln  and 
Biscayne  Plaza  on  Miami  Beach;  the 
Miami,  Mayfair,  Capitol,  Rosetta,  Tower, 
Biltmore,  Grove,  State  and  Strand  in 
Miami,  and  the  Ritz  and  Lyric  l Negro 
houses),  the  testimony  continued. 

Asked  to  explain  the  nature  of  the 
“interests”  the  Wolfson  and  Meyer  fam- 
ilies had  in  the  theatres  in  question,  Wolf- 
son said:  “We  have  two  interests.  We 
have  some  of  the  stock  and  we  buy  films 
for  them  and  I manage  them.” 

It  was  further  brought  out  that  the 


Meyer  and  Wolfson  families  own  con- 
trolling interests  in  all  of  the  named 
houses,  except  the  Biscayne  Plaza  in  which 
a one-half  interest  is  held  by  its  mana- 
ger, Edgar  Pearce. 

Films  for  first  run  showing,  and  for  use 
within  90  days,  are  purchased  from  20th 
Century-Fox,  Columbia,  Universal,  United 
Artists,  RKO,  Monogram,  Republic,  British 
Gaumont  and  a few  smaller  companies, 
Wolfson  testified.  Some  subsequent  runs 
of  Metro  films  also  are  purchased.  It 
was  brought  out,  later  in  the  testimony, 
that  the  RKO  releases  purchased  were  the 
“March  of  Time”  features  and  George 
O’Brien  pictures. 

There  was  considerable  sparring  at  this 
point  between  Wolfson  and  Gibson  on  the 
definition  of  such  terms  as  “exclusive  con- 
tracts,” “clearance”  and  “protection.”  It 
appears  that  the  several  contracts  held  by 
the  Wometco  houses  allow  clearances 
ranging  from  120  days  in  the  case  of  RKO 
and  Columbia  to  150  days  from  United 
Artists. 

Also  subject  to  question  was  the  ex- 
plicit definition  of  the  term  “Greater 
Miami”  over  which  territory  the  clear- 
ance period  is  enforced,  and  the  distance 
apart  which  theatres  must  be  to  not  be 
in  competition  with  one  another.  Condi- 
tions of  management  and  the  community 
in  which  the  house  in  question  is  located 
are  as  important  factors  as  distance  from 
another  theatre  in  determining  whether 
or  not  one  house  is  competing  with  an- 
other, Wolfson  said. 

The  competition  of  the  Cameo  is  felt, 
Wolfson  stated,  when  it  “shows  a double 


Miami — Objections  have  been  filed  in 
the  local  U.  S.  district  court  against  the 
answering  on  the  part  of  five  officials  of 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  of  the  interro- 
gations propounded  to  them  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  plaintiffs  in  Miami’s  pending 
monopoly  suit. 

It  is  claimed  that,  under  the  new  fed- 
eral rules,  these  interrogations  are  pro- 
ested  on  the  grounds  that  plaintiffs  may 
not,  without  leave  of  the  court,  serve 
more  than  one  such  interrogation  to  be 
answered  by  this  defendant.  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc. 

Interrogations  were  addressed  to  Adolph 
Zukor,  Barney  Balaban,  Neil  F.  Agnew, 
Walter  B.  Cokell  and  John  W.  Hicks  of 
the  Paramount  organization. 

Besides  the  general  objection,  individ- 
ual protests  were  filed.  In  the  case  of 
Zukor,  the  objection  stated  that  the  in- 
terrogations are  “directed  to  an  indi- 
vidual who  is  not  a party  to  this  suit;” 


feature  and  charges  15  cents,  when  we 
have  to  charge  50  and  55  cents.” 

Next  came  the  matter  of  admission 
prices  in  comparison  with  other  American 
cities.  Gibson  asked  if  it  were  not  true 
that  higher  prices  were  charged  here  than 
in  any  place  in  the  United  States.  Wolf- 
son denied  that,  adding  that  higher  scales 
of  admission  were  maintained  in  many 
cities.  A comparison  with  Atlanta  is  not 
fair,  he  added,  since  Miami  is,  first  and 
foremost,  a tourist  city  and  must  obtain 
the  bulk  of  its  income  during  the  three 
months  of  the  tourist  season.  The  same 
situation  will  be  found  to  exist  in  hotels 
when  one  compares  Miami  with  Atlanta, 
he  continued. 

Wolfson  said  that  the  past  summer  had 
been  a fairly  good  one,  good  enough  that 
only  one  Wometco  house,  the  Mayfair,  had 
been  closed  in  comparison  with  previous 
years  when  the  number  closed  during  the 
off  season  was  usually  two  or  three. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  basis  of 
payment  for  films,  it  was  brought  out 
that  practically  all  of  the  Wometco  houses 
played  their  features  on  a percentage  basis 
with  a variance  in  the  amount  of  not 
more  than  five  per  cent  among  the  in- 
dividual houses. 

When  asked  if  he  could  name  other 
cities  where  a clearance  clause  of  150 
days  was  enforced,  Wolfson  replied  that 
he  had  no  occasion  to  be  concerned  with 
the  clearances  granted  in  other  cities  as 
their  operations  were  merely  local.  He 
added  that  clearance  periods  were  longer 
when  he  and  Meyer  first  started  in  the 
theatre  business  in  Miami  in  1924. 

Admission  rates  at  the  Lincoln  are  80 
and  65  cents  in  the  winter,  and  70  and 
55  cents  during  the  summer;  at  the 
Miami,  65  winter  and  55  cents  summer; 
at  the  Biscayne  Plaza,  40  cents  during 
the  season  and  35  cents  during  the  sum- 
mer. Other  houses  remain  the  same  the 


that  they  “seek  irrelevant,  immaterial  and 
incompetent  evidence;”  and  that  the  “evi- 
dence sought  is  not  within  the  scope  of 
this  cause.” 

Besides  listing  the  same  three  grounds 
for  objections  as  listed  for  Zukor,  the 
questioning  of  the  other  four  men  is  fur- 
ther protested  because  the  interrogatories 
“ask  secondary  evidence  when  it  has  not 
been  shown  that  the  best  evidence  is  not 
available.” 

The  objections  were  filed  by  James 
Calkins  of  the  firm  of  Loftin,  Calkins  & 
Anderson,  counsel  for  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc.,  and  Paramoimt  Enterprises,  Inc., 
joint  defendants  with  various  operating 
companies  managing  the  local  Wometco 
houses,  and  the  other  seven  major  film 
distributing  companies  in  the  suit  being 
brought  by  two  new  Miami  Beach  theatres, 
the  Cameo  and  Surf.  The  suit  asks  the 
granting  of  a permanent  injunction 
against  certain  alleged  monopolistic  prac- 
tices and  seeks  cumulative  damages. 


Too  Many  Questions,  Para. 
Plaint  in  Miami  Suit 
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year  around,  with  the  Mayfair’s  scale  the 
same  as  the  Miami;  the  Capitol,  35  cents; 
the  Rosetta,  35;  Biltmore,  Grove,  Strand 
and  State,  25  cents. 

Queried  about  the  option  supposed  to 
have  been  taken  on  the  new  theatre  un- 
der construction  on  NW  Seventh  Ave.  at 
62nd  St.,  near  the  new  white  housing 
project,  Edison  Heights,  Wolfson  said  that 
that  option  would  or  would  not  be  taken 
up,  depending  upon  the  development  of 
certain  circumstances  within  the  near  fu- 
ture. He  added  that  there  would  have 
to  be  new  contracts  made  with  every  com- 
pany whose  pictures  they  would  buy  for 
this  new  house. 

When  the  matter  of  cost  of  operations 
in  Miami  came  up,  Wolfson  said  that  in 
comparison  with  Jacksonville,  for  instance, 
the  scale  of  wages  for  union  operators  is 
higher,  that  cost  of  advertising  is  very 
much  higher,  that  shipping  and  express 
costs  are  higher,  as  are  various  inci- 
dental materials  used  in  theatre  opera- 
tion. He  added  that  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  room  for  any  more  theatres 
here  as  Miami  was  already  overseated 
as  the  result  of  speculative  theatre  build- 
ing during  the  boom  period  of  ten  years 
ago.  A situation  similar  to  that  existing 
in  theatres  exists  in  the  office  building 
field,  he  pointed  out,  citing  that  the  new 
DuPont  building  was  the  first  to  be  erect- 
ed in  more  than  ten  years,  and  added 
that  the  city  did  not  need  the  additional 
office  space  it  provided. 

Acquisitions  in  Detail 

Detailing  the  progress  of  the  acquisition 
of  the  present  13  Miami  theatres  in  which 
the  Wolfson  and  Meyer  family  are  inter- 
ested, Wolfson  told  of  their  beginning 
with  the  erection  of  the  Capitol  in  1926 
and  the  acquisition,  as  independent  exhibi- 
tors, of  abandoned  houses,  most  of  which 
had  to  be  rebuilt  from  the  ground  up, 
yet  which  had  been  purchased  from  former 
owners  at  a price  which  represented  a 
profit  to  them. 

When  the  subject  of  the  existence  of 
a Wometco  “chain”  again  came  up,  Wolf- 
son protested  this  designation,  claiming 
that  rather  they  had  an  independent  group 
of  theatres,  known  as  “Wometco”  with  a 
common  clearance  period  in  which  the 
various  members  of  the  group  cleared 
their  run,  but  that  some  of  the  theatres 
in  question  had  different  clearances  over 
others,  that  there  was  a separate  contract 
for  each  separate  operating  company. 

“If  15  or  20  additional  theatres  were 
built  in  Miami,  there  would  be  a great 
difference  in  the  films  shipped  down  here,” 
council  for  the  plaintiffs  opined.  The  Wo- 
metco official  answered  “No.  There  are 
only  a certain  number  of  films  made. 
These  would  have  to  be  run  over  and 
over.” 

Wolfson  then  told  the  council  that  he 
did  not  have  in  mind  either  the  total 
gross  receipts  for  the  past  year  or  the 
total  amount  of  license  fees  payed  for 
films;  that  such  figures  would  have  to  be 
secured  from  the  books  of  L.  A.  Johnston. 

With  the  statement  that  clearance  on 
Miami  Beach  required  from  21  to  35  days, 
Gibson,  plaintiffs’  attorney,  asked  if  it 
wasn’t  true  that  the  Cameo  and  Surf  were 
obliged  to  wait  about  four  months  before 
they  could  secure  subsequent  run  privi- 
leges. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  order  in 
which  various  features  were  shown  after 
their  initial  showings  either  at  the  Lin- 


Particulars  Answer 
In  Griffith  Suit 

Oklahoma  City  — 'The  department  of 
justice’s  answer  setting  forth  legal  points 
as  to  why  defendants  in  the  Griffith  case 
should  be  denied  more  particulars  has 
been  filed  in  federal  district  court  here. 

The  suit,  involving  Griffith  Amusement 
Co.,  Consolidated  Theatres,  Wextex  The- 
atres and  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres  as  well 
as  the  Griffith  brothers  and  major  dis- 
tributors, seeks  to  dissolve  the  Griffith 
setup  as  an  alleged  monopoly. 

Piling  was  in  accordance  with  procedure 
laid  down  by  Federal  Judge  Edgar  S. 
Vaught  at  the  last  preliminary  hearing 
here  when  he  requested  both  sides  to  file 
briefs  on  defense  motions  which  he  stated 
would  be  taken  under  advisement  before 
he  made  a decision  on  whether  defense 
requests  for  a bill  of  particulars  would  be 
granted. 


On  Robinson  Vehicle 

Hollywood — Michael  Pessier  has  been 
assigned  to  script  “The  Times  of  Tony 
Pastor”  by  Warner  as  a starring  vehicle 
for  Edward  G.  Robinson. 


coin,  the  Miami  or  Mayfair,  Wolfson 
stated  that  the  matter  of  just  where  and 
in  what  order  pictures  were  to  be  shown 
was  ordinarily  decided  by  him  and  Meyer, 
that  their  booker’s  activities  were  largely 
matters  of  correspondence  and  arrange- 
ment of  detail  with  the  film  distributing 
companies. 

Subsequent  testimony  was  to  be  taken 
from  Wolfson  on  Friday  when  W.  R. 
Lynch,  general  manager  of  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  and  Charles  Walders, 
partner  in  'Tivoli,  were  to  testify. 


COKIILA.  ClinrY 

IT  ’S  goodbye  to  Bob  Pfotenhauer,  as  he 

has  left  his  State  Theatre  post  here  to 
assume  managership  of  the  Chief  in  Pueb- 
lo, Colo.  A number  of  parties  were  given 
Bob  before  he  left,  with  his  boss,  T.  B. 
Noble  jr.,  and  employes  of  the  theatre 
presented  him  with  a mighty  nice  ward- 
robe trunk.  The  State  will  be  operated  by 
Howard  Wheeler  and  Joe  Wallace. 

Sartorial  Note:  Spence  Pierce,  Midwest 
manager,  makes  his  first  bid  for  the  new 
suit  championship,  with  a classy  little  fall 
number  that  is  the  envy  of  his  brother 
workers.  However,  Spence’s  bowling  score 
isn’t  that. 

E.  A.  Hulsey  jr.  of  the  State  is  up  and 
around  after  a session  in  the  hospital 
with  throat  trouble  . . . Dee  Fuller,  Cir- 
cle manager,  finds  his  new  Packard  a 
very  nice  automobile,  after  brealdng  it 
in  on  his  vacation. 

Count  J.  Eldon  Peak,  manager  of  Okla- 
homa Theatre  Supply  Co.,  on  your  list 
of  hard  people  to  find  in  at  any  time  . . . 
Ward  Royalty,  M-G-M  office  manager, 
never  misses  a screening  of  his  company’s 
new  cartoons. 

Walter  B.  Shuttee,  Standard  Theatres 
general  manager,  is  earning  a reputation 
among  his  boys  as  always  finding  time 
to  listen  to  or  tell  a joke.  And  some 
are  not  bad  . . . Bruce  Palmer,  Oklahoma 
film  critic,  is  thinking  of  taking  up  a 
collection  for  a medal  to  be  given  to  a 
certain  projectionist  the  first  time  he 
screens  a film  without  a break. 

It’s  time  to  start  asking  Claude  Ful- 
gum,  Griffith  district  manager,  about  his 
yelectric  model  railroad  . . . Harry  Mc- 
Kenna is  bowling  in  the  Filmrow  League 
and  he’s  doing  okay  . . . Paul  Townsend, 
Liberty  manager,  never  says  much,  but  his 
grosses  are  right  up  there. 


ATTENTION! 

Super-Simplex  Owners 

You  can  now  improve  your  Projection  by  adding 


the 


DOUBLE  SHUTTER  ATTACHMENT 
See  Your  National  Representative  or  Write 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPfflS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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J^OW  VISITORS:  Mrs.  Violet  Edwards  of 
Wrens,  Ga.;  Bill  and  Frank  Dowler  of 
Chattanooga:  Bob  Dunn  of  Camilla,  Ga.; 
the  Gold  Brothers  of  Pohokee,  Fla.; 
Charlie  Hackel  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Senor 
Beizanella  of  Key  West,  Fla.;  Curtis  Wai’e 
of  Royston,  Ga.;  Hugh  Manning  of 
Etowah,  Tenn.;  M.  G.  Lee  of  Cuthbert, 
Ga.;  Henry  Neal  of  Lindale,  Ga.;  Matt 
Hancock  of  Jefferson,  Ga. 

Frank  Folger,  Paramount  booker,  is  vis- 
iting  the  New  York  World’s  Fair  . . . Vir- 
gil Baker,  guitarist,  has  opened  offices  at 
1431/2  Walton  St.  ..  . Jesse  Cox  announces 
remodeling  of  his  white  house  at  Lithonia, 
Ga.,  and  plans  for  opening  his  colored 
house  in  Atlanta,  the  Ace,  formerly  the 
Pictorial. 

John  Jenkins  is  in  Dallas  . . . Mrs.  John 
Jenkins  is  in  Birmingham  on  a business 
trip  . . . J.  U.  McCormick  is  now  occupying 
his  handsome  new  home  on  north  Deca- 
tur Road  . . . Harry  Summerville  reports 
progress  with  his  “Budget  Book,”  to  be 
distributed  at  the  Fox  Theatre. 

Oscar  Lam  and  Riley  P.  Davis  had  a 
successful  trip  hunting  marsh  hens  on 
the  south  Georgia  coast  . . . Jack  Lament 
journeyed  to  Nashville  . . . Mrs.  J.  W. 
Blackwell,  attractive  wife  of  the  director 
of  ballyhoo  for  “Mad  Youth,”  has  been 
making  a number  of  appearances  as  a 
drum  majorette,  in  connection  with  mer- 
chant’s tieup  with  plugs  for  the  film. 


W.  H.  Kimberley  has  returned  from  a 
trip  to  the  Okefenokee  swamp,  where  many 
scenes  were  filmed  for  a forthcoming  edu- 
cational picture  . . . George  Wilby  is  about 
set  to  open  his  new  drive-in  theatre  at 
Jacksonville  . . . Mrs.  Bill  Suder,  wife  of 
the  Paramount  cashier,  is  recovering  from 
a recent  operation. 

Paramount  Pep  Club’s  recent  picnic  at 
the  Venetian  Club  was  a grand  success. 
Guest  of  honor  was  Lawrence  Terrell,  who 
is  being  transferred  to  the  Charlotte  ex- 
change . . . Recent  promotions  at  Para- 
mount: Frank  Neel,  Atlanta  booker,  trans- 
ferred to  Memphis  as  booking  manager; 
Bill  Wallace,  Atlanta  shipping  clerk,  pro- 
moted to  the  booking  department;  Bill 
Suder,  promoted  to  cashier.  Miss  Evelyn 
Hogue,  a new  employe,  succeeds  Suder. 

Paramoimt  salesmen  in  town  for  a rou- 
tine meeting  included  Gordon  Bradley, 
Fla.;  Karl  (Bud)  Chalman,  Ala.;  Jimmy 
Campbell,  Georgia,  and  Clyde  Goodson, 
Tenn.  The  group  met  with  J.  F.  Kirby, 
branch  manager  . . . Harry  Paul,  Wil-Kin 
sales  manager,  is  in  North  Carolina  on 
business  . . . H.  J.  Woodward  is  mourning 
the  loss  of  a favorite  bird  dog,  killed  in 
a freak  accident.  Woodward  was  backing 
out  of  the  driveway  of  his  home  and  ran 
over  the  pet. 

Bill  Holliday,  who  was  transferred  from 
the  Paramount  exchange  here  to  the  New 
Jersey  exchange,  has  been  transferred  to 
Charlotte  as  salesman  . . . Bob  Goldsmith, 


"Babes"  Houston 
Record 

Houston — The  world  premiere  of 
"Babes  in  Arms"  at  the  State,  includ- 
ing the  first  four  days  of  the  engage- 
ment, has  exceeded  the  gross  in  seven 
days  by  "The  Good  Earth,"  "Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips,"  "Lady  of  the  Tropics"  and 
"Idiot's  Delight,"  according  to  the  man- 
agement. The  film's  gross  for  the 
four-day  period  topped  every  record 
the  house  has  established  in  the  past 
four  years  with  the  exception  of  "Test 
Pilot,"  which  was  shown  during  a local 
holiday,  it  is  said. 


National  Theatre  Supply  salesman,  was  in 
town  from  a Florida  trip  . . . Al  Rook,  of 
Republic,  journeyed  to  Florida  on  a busi- 
ness trip  . . . Caroline  Ison,  attractive  sec- 
retary at  Film  Forwarding,  is  engaged  to 
marry  Ray  Erwin,  former  booker  here  for 
M-G-M,  and  now  a salesman  in  the  Char- 
lotte exchange. 

Purchase  of  the  Star  Theatre  at  Savan- 
nah by  W.  B.  Braswell  from  W.  S.  Scott  is 
announced.  Braswell,  formerly  of  Colum- 
bus, has  been  in  charge  of  a colored  house 
in  Savannah  since  June  18  . . . Lucas  & 
Jenkins  have  renewed  lease  on  the  Ritz 
Theatre  at  Brunswick  and  plan  extensive 
improvements. 


tenniess;eie 

J^R.  AND  MRS.  COWAN  OLDHAM, 
McMinnville,  will  hold  their  annual 
picnic  for  officials  and  managers  of  Cres- 
cent Amusement  Co.  on  October  6,  with 
President  and  Mrs.  Tony  Sudekum  of 
Nashville  as  honor  guests  . . . Manager 
Cowan  Oldham  announces  the  new  Park, 
McMinnville,  will  open  Monday,  October  7. 
Soon  after  the  opening,  “Boys  Town”  will 
be  shown  free  to  every  school  student  in 
the  county. 

A vote  in  Dyer  resulted  in  122  against 
to  99  for  Sunday  shows.  Following  this 
unfavorable  action.  Alkie  Davidson,  mana- 
ger and  owner  of  the  Dixie  Theatre,  an- 
nounced leasing  of  the  house  to  Edd  Sneed 
of  Memphis. 

The  city  council  of  Halls,  by  a 4-1 
vote,  has  authorized  shows  on  Sunday  af- 
ternoon and  night  so  long  as  they  do 
not  conflict  with  church  services.  Ruffin 
Amusement  Co.  immediately  will  begin 
the  construction  of  a new  theatre  in  Halls, 
which  they  expect  to  have  ready  in  No- 
vember. 

The  Sellari  Bldg,  on  Jefferson  St., 
Brownsville,  is  being  remodeled  and  re- 
decorated into  a Negro  theatre.  W.  E. 
Riley  of  Ethel,  Miss.,  and  Ralph  Bachus 
of  Brownsville  are  associated  in  the  en- 
terprise. They  expect  to  open  the  the- 
atre late  this  month. 


Assigned  to  "Fashions" 
Hollywood — “Fashions  for  Sale”  will  be 
adapted  for  Universal  by  Harry  Clork. 
Production  starts  early  in  October. 
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RESEAT  NOW 


Only  a small 
down  p a y- 
ment  will  de- 
liver new  In- 
ternational 
chairs  on  your 
iloor 


The  logical  time  to  reseat  is  right  now. 

Chair  prices  are  at  a price  that  you  con  af- 
ford. 

The  International  chair  offers  many  times  more 
for  the  money  than  can  be  had  elsewhere 
today — no  bolts — no  hinges — no  screws 


OFTEN  IMITATED  — NEVER  DUPLICATED 

If  you  do  not  have  comfortable  seats  you  cannot 
expect  dough  in  the  till. 

LET  US  SHOW  YOU  OUR  NEW  SAMPLES  NOW. 

YOU  WILL  BE  SURPRISED  WITH  THE  PRICE. 


WIL-KTO 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


= 321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 

E Phone  8620  • * 

= “Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film”  E 
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jyjARSHALL  D.  STEWART  of  DeLeon  has 
reopened  a modernized  theatre  in  his 
home  town.  After  months  of  careful  plan- 
ning, Stewart  put  through  a complete  job 
which  those  who  know  say  should  be  the 
pride  and  joy  of  patrons  in  that  water- 
melon, peach  and  trucking  country.  His 
brother,  John,  of  Kaufman,  went  over  to 
lend  showmanship  atmosphere  to  the  first 
night. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied  presi- 
dent, was  due  here  the  end  of  the  week, 
traveling  by  boat  from  New  York  to  Gal- 
veston. Overdue  a few  hours,  an  attache 
of  his  office  began  to  wonder  about  sub- 
marines and  such. 

The  younger  generation  is  either  Holly- 
wood-bound or  E.  B.  Coleman,  southern 
publicity  manager  for  M-G-M,  is  a good 
press  agent,  which  he  is.  Last  week  500 
yoimgsters  met  him  at  the  Baker  Hotel 
for  “preliminary”  auditions  which  might 
start  them  toward  a berth  in  pictures. 
The  Coleman  incident  is  to  be  followed 
up  by  an  M-G-M  talent  scout  without 
the  preliminaries. 

E.  N.  Collins,  veteran  independent  ex- 
hibitor operating  the  Lindell  at  Humble, 
was  an  interesting  figure  as  he  paid  Film- 
row  a prolonged  visit  early  in  the  week. 
He  is  a thinker  among  exhibitors  and  a 
very  fine  conversationalist. 

W.  J.  (Bill)  Chesher  of  Littlefield  made 
it  to  Dallas  and  made  it  back  Monday 
night  after  booking  for  his  several  the- 
atres. 

V.  A.  {Buddy)  Walker  of  Norman  was 
in  town  in  connection  with  the  new  Cam- 
pus Theatre  at  College  Station  in  which 
he  holds  one-third  interest  along  with  L. 
M.  Threet  and  a silent  partner.  Contract 
for  construction  was  to  be  let  this  week 
by  Corgan  & Moore. 

E.  B.  Whorton  has  been  burning  the 
midnight  oil  the  past  two  months  renew- 
ing the  building  for  the  Rule  Theatre  at 
Rule,  destroyed  by  fire,  and  in  the  day- 
time he  actually  did  a share  in  the  labors 
of  that  project.  When  the  house  opens, 
Whorton  plans  a well-earned  vacation  in 
Mexico. 

Bob  Smith,  Valley  independent  exhibi- 
tor, was  here  from  Mission  after  a vaca- 
tion with  his  family  in  Mexico  City. 

Ed  Rowley  jr.,  in  charge  of  the  Robb 
& Rowley  booking  office  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  has  been  a visitor  in  the  Dallas 
home  office.  His  father  is  the  well-known 
E.  H.  Rowley,  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
circuit. 

Audrey  Cox  and  Mrs.  Cox  were  on  the 
Row  Wednesday  in  connection  with  the 
early  remodeling  of  the  Palace  at  Lamesa. 
The  house  will  have  a new  front,  new 
marquee,  and  other  more  modern  features. 

C.  V.  Griggs,  official  of  American  Desk 
Manufacturing  Co.,  handling  theatre  seats, 
was  up  from  Temple  on  a visit  to  the 
Dallas  sales  office. 

Pat  Garyn  has  received  a letter  from 
Edward  L.  Klein,  well  known  American 


film  man  and  broker  in  England,  saying 
that  Klein,  who  arrived  in  New  York  this 
summer  to  acquire  American  films  for  the 
European  market,  will  remain  temporarily 
in  this  country  due  to  curtailment  of 
business  abroad  because  of  the  war. 

News  reaches  the  Row  that  old  build- 
ing are  being  torn  down  in  Victoria  pre- 
paratory to  starting  construction  on  the 
new  1,200-seat  Long-Griffith  theatre  there. 
Construction  of  this  house  has  been  made 
a legal  issue  by  Rubin  Frels,  who  also  op- 
erates in  Victoria,  and  who  filed  a suit 
in  district  court  charging  the  owners  and 
Jefferson  Amusement  with  monopolistic 


practices.  The  case  may  be  heard  at  Vic- 
toria in  October. 

Wallace  Walthall  announces  a few  pro- 
motions this  week.  Leo  Smoith,  erstwhile 
office  manager  for  National  Screen,  is  tak- 
mg  over  the  South  Texas  territory  with 
headquarters  in  San  Antonio,  and  Victor 
Maxwell,  former  service  manager,  has  as- 
sumed his  new  duties  as  office  manager. 

“Uncle”  Joe  Estes,  special  service  pro- 
moter for  National  Screen,  made  a speech 
Tuesday  night  at  the  Jefferson  Hotel.  The 
listeners  were  the  Cinema  Club  of  Dallas. 

(Continued  on  page  92-B) 
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Territory  Topics 


ALABAMA 

Milton  Samuels,  of  Birmingham,  has 
assumed  duties  as  new  manager  of  the 
Macon  Theatre  at  Tuskegee.  He  suc- 
ceeded A.  O.  Dainwood.  Samuels  form- 
erly managed  the  Bijou  at  Knoxville  for 
eight  years. 


Bill  Steppe  has  succeeded  Fi'ed  Barton 
as  manager  of  the  Jasper,  Ala.,  Theatre. 


Management  of  the  Wilby  Theatre, 
Selma,  has  been  assumed  by  Roger  C. 
Butler  jr.,  native  of  Selma,  who  succeeded 
Sam  Davis,  temporary  manager,  during 
the  illness  and  since  the  death  of  Lloyd 
R.  Townes.  Davis  became  manager  of 
the  Bijou  at  Knoxville. 


THE  CAROLINAS 

Manager  Leon  Gibson,  of  the  Broadway 
Theatre,  Fayetteville,  announces  the  “face- 
lifting” job  on  the  house  is  making  prog- 
ress. 


A new  house  to  accommodate  both  white 
and  Negro  patrons  will  be  constructed  at 
635-637  King  St.,  Charleston,  in  the  near 
future,  it  was  announced  by  D.  Ireland 
Thomas,  manager  of  the  Lincoln  Theatre. 


New  sound  equipment  has  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Granada  Theatre  at  Lexing- 
ton. 


Pictures  of  the  original  tavern  in  which 
Jacob  Johnson,  father  of  President  An- 
drew Johnson,  was  employed  during  the 
early  19  th  century  are  being  sought  in 
Raleigh  as  background  for  the  M-G-M 
proposed  film  on  the  President’s  life.  The 


pictures  were  requested  by  the  film  firm’s 
research  department  in  a letter  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


The  Five  Points  Theatre  at  Columbia 
announces  excellent  balcony  accommoda- 
tions for  colored  patrons. 


FLORIDA 

Glades  Theatre  at  Moore  Haven  has 
resumed  the  former  policy  of  four  shows 
a week,  one  program  for  Friday  and  Satur- 
day nights  and  another  for  Sunday  and 
Monday  nights. 


Suit  over  rent  on  the  Tampa  Theatre 
building  has  been  settled  by  a decree  of 
Circuit  Judge  Parks,  who  held  the  theatre 
could  not  deduct  as  operating  expenses 
the  cost  of  putting  on  Bank  Night  and 
Screeno,  outlawed  a few  months  ago  by 
the  supreme  court.  Under  the  order, 
Tampa  Theatre  Buildings,  Inc.,  collected 
$3,578  additional  rental  on  its  lease  to  the 
Tampa  Theatre  Corp. 


The  St.  Petersburg  Times  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  nine  theatres  furnish 
residents  of  that  city  with  screen  enter- 
tainment. Seven  of  the  houses  are  oper- 
ated by  the  Sparks  circuit. 


Tlie  New  Florida  Theatre,  the  $200,000 
house  just  completed  by  Sparks  Theatres 
in  Fort  Lauderdale,  has  opened  under 
management  of  A.  R.  Nininger. 


Manager  L.  E.  Lamboley  of  the  Flagler 
Theatre,  Bunnell,  announces  a discontinu- 
ance of  the  Wednesday  “family  night”  and 
a change  to  a ten-cent  admission  night. 
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^ SECOND  theatre  opened  at  Osceola 
September  10.  The  new  house  is  own-  . 
ed  by  Miss  Emma  Cox  of  the  Gem  and 
will  seat  200  with  an  air-conditioning  sys- 
tem and  other  modern  conveniences.  Miss 
Cox  is  sponsoring  a contest  now  to  de- 
termine a name  for  the  new  house. 
“Shorty”  Ray  will  serve  as  projectionist 
and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Watson  as  cashier. 

It  is  announced  Clyde  T.  Killebrew  of 
Siloam  Springs  has  sold  his  theatre  inter- 
ests there  to  a Mr.  Rook  of  Tecumseh, 
Okla.  The  old  Rialto  and  the  new  Grand 
were  included  in  the  transaction,  and  are 
said  to  have  been  sold  for  $50,000.  It  also 
is  reported  that  the  new  owner  will  take 
charge  about  October  1. 

The  personnel  of  the  Strand  at  New- 
port attended  a meeting  of  Malco  em- 
ployes in  Jonesboro.  The  three  theatres 
of  that  city  were  hosts  to  the  visitors. 
Those  from  Newport  who  attended  are 
Guy  B.  Snow,  manager;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Everett  Whitten,  Mrs.  Roy  Evans  and 
Miss  Mary  Umsted. 

The  Queen  and  Gem  theatres  at  De- 
Queen  gave  free  shows  for  all  school  chil- 
dren in  the  DeQueen  territory  Saturday 
morning.  In  order  to  accommodate  the 
crowds,  the  picture  was  shown  at  both 
houses  . . . The  new  house  at  Elaine  has 
opened  with  F.  R.  Watson  as  manager. 
Watson  has  operated  the  Tent  Theatre 
there  for  the  past  year. 

Fred  Girard,  chief  operator  at  the  Wig- 
gins, Paris,  for  the  past  three  years,  has 
resigned  to  accept  a position  at  the  Paris 
postoffice  . . . Mrs.  Margaret  Harkey 
Higginbotham,  owner  of  the  Ozark  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Hardy, 
announces  she  has  bought  a 30x90  brick 
building  at  Black  Rock  which  is  being  re- 
modeled for  a film  theatre.  Mrs.  Hig- 
ginbotham said  she  would  probably  open 
the  new  theatre  October  1. 

The  Concord  at  Springdale  has  recently 
completed  installation  of  a new  sound  sys- 
tem, according  to  Manager  Clyde  Allard 
. . . Gerry  Doig,  new  manager  of  the 
Amuse-U  at  Fordyce,  announces  a change 
in  the  price  of  children’s  tickets  from  15 
to  10  cents. 

The  new  Evans  Theatre,  Moimtain 
Home,  which  opened  recently,  is  of  na- 
tive stone  structure  with  a white  stucco 
front,  inlaid  with  imitation  brick. 

The  New  at  Monette  has  an  additional 
feature  to  its  regular  program.  A special 
midnight  show  has  been  arranged  for  the 
fall  and  winter  season  to  be  shown  on 
each  Saturday  evening. 

Recent  Little  Rock  visitors:  Bill  Malin, 
Augusta:  K.  K.  King,  Searcy,  C.  F.  Bon- 
ner jr..  Pine  Bluff;  D.  E.  Fitton,  Harrison; 

L.  F.  Haven  jr.,  Forrest  City. 


Scripts  "Zorro"  Remake 

Hollywood — John  Taintor  Foote  will 
adapt  the  remake  of  “The  Mark  of  Zorro” 
for  20th-Fox.  Tyrone  Power  will  be 
starred. 
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^^Dogs,  Dollars  and  Degeneration^^ 


Miami — While  theatremen  of  this  area 
suffer  much  less  at  their  boxoffices  from 
the  competition  provided  by  night  racing 
at  dog  tracks  and  the  attendant  pari- 
mutuel betting  than  theatre  operators  in 
smaller  communities  throughout  the  state, 
they  were,  nevertheless,  much  interested 
in  the  pungent  summary  of  the  realities 
of  the  greyhound  racing  situation  as  pre- 
sented in  this  recent  indictment  made  in 
a broadcast  entitled  “Dogs,  Dollars  and 
Degeneration”  by  Dean  Paul  E.  Raymond 
of  the  college  of  law  at  Stetson  University 
over  the  Daytona  Beach  radio  station. 

The  more  important  parts  of  Dean  Ray- 
mond’s summing  up,  in  which,  according 
to  one  prominent  theatre  owner,  many 
vicious  angles  of  the  business  which  had 
not  occurred  to  most  theatremen  are 
brought  to  light,  is  given  here: 

“First,  let  us  consider  this  matter  (dog 
racing)  from  the  standpoint  of  dollars 
and  cents.  The  gambling  interests  are 
endeavoring  to  justify  a dog  track  from 
this  standpoint.  They  tell  us  they  will  fill 
our  county  treasury  with  revenues.  At 
the  Longwood  track,  between  Orlando  and 
Sanford,  the  amount  wagered  annually 
is  approximately  $1,000,000.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  at  Volusia  two  million  dollars 
were  wagered  annually.  Upon  this  a three 
per  cent  tax  would  be  levied;  this  would 
amount  to  $60,000,  but  this  would  not  go 
to  the  county.  This  amount  would  go  to 
the  state  racing  commission,  together  with 
a ten-cents-per-person  admission  tax.  The 
racing  commission  would  then  deduct  ten 
p)er  cent  after  its  salaries  and  expenses 
were  paid,  and  then  it  would  divide  the 
remainder  of  the  tax  equally  among  the 
counties.  Hence,  each  county  would  re- 
ceive l/67th  part,  or  under  $1,000.  The 
county  would  not  possibly  receive  back 
more  than  $1,000  out  of  $2,000,000  wa- 
gered, or,  one  dollar  from  each  $2,200 
wagered. 

Entice  Local  Wage  Earners 

“Secondly,  the  dog  track  interests  tell 
us  that  a track  will  bring  tourists  into 
the  county.  Assuming  that  it  will  bring 
tourists,  what  kind  of  tourists  will  it 
bring  to  your  community?  Speaking  of 
the  “joints”  that  spring  up  around  dog 
tracks,  one  legislator  said  that  they  were 
the  filthiest  places  in  the  world.  And 
even  if  a dog  track  would  bring  tourists, 
are  we  justified  in  enticing  tourists  here 
in  order  to  fleece  them?  Why  do  tourists 
come  to  Florida?  They  come  here  to  en- 
joy summer  while  the  rest  of  the  country 
is  experiencing  winter.  Tourists  want  to 
be  out  and  occupied  in  the  daytime;  but 
do  the  dog  tracks  operate  in  the  day- 
time. No,  they  operate  at  night.  They  do 
not  cater  to  the  tourist;  they  cannot 
attract  the  tourists;  consequently  they 
operate  at  night  when  the  wage  earners 
and  salaried  workers  from  the  local  com- 
munities can  attend.  Eighty-eight  to  98 
per  cent  of  those  attending  and  gambling 
at  dog  races  are  wage  earners  and  sal- 
aried people  from  local  communities. 

“Dog  tracks  don’t  bring  in  tourists,  but 
rather  dog  tracks  follow  the  crowds.  They 
feed  not  so  much  on  the  tourists  as  they 
do  on  the  prosperity  of  tourist  centers. 


Miami,  Jacksonville,  Tampa  and  St.  Pet- 
ersburg were  large  cities  long  before  rac- 
ing was  permitted. 

“They  say  the  establishment  of  a dog 
track  will  increase  business.  Why  do  you 
suppose  that  the  Miami  merchants  asked 
that  the  opening  of  the  race  tracks  there 
be  postponed  until  after  Christmas?  Would 
they  have  done  this  if  the  operation  of  the 
track  increased  business?  They  know  that 
people  will  gamble  away  their  savings  in 
place  of  shopping.  Confronted  with  this 
fact,  the  promoters  say  that  dog-racing 
has  been  overdone  in  Miami  and  Dade 


Blasts  the  Pooches — 


Deari  Paul  E.  Raymond  of  Stetson 
University  at  Deland,  Fla.,  whose  blast 
at  the  institution  of  dog  racing  is 
highlighted  herewith. 


county.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  kind 
of  real  prosperity  that  can  be  overdone? 
'This  damage  is  not  peculiar  to  Miami. 
When  the  dog  track  opened  in  Jackson- 
ville the  cash  receipts  in  Whidden’s  big 
grocery  fell  off  to  the  extent  of  from 
$5,000  to  $3,500  weekly. 

“Almost  all  of  those  gambling  at  a dog 
track  are  local  wage  earners  and  salaried 
workers.  By  gambling  they  lose  their 
money  and  fail  to  pay  their  bills.  A 
Jacksonville  representative  of  C.I.T  re- 
cently stated  that  more  cars  sold  on  the 
installment  plan  are  repossessed  during 
the  racing  season  than  during  all  the 
rest  of  the  year.  Then  we  must  not  over- 
look the  loss  resulting  to  business  be- 
cause of  misappropriation  of  funds  by 
employes  whose  integrity  has  been  im- 
paired by  the  lure  of  a gambling  atmos- 
phere. 

“You  may  say  that  some  of  those  who 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912%  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


Tries  io  Foster  New 
Exhibitor  Group 

Dallas — Judge  Roy  L.  Walker  of  Lam- 
pasas and  partner  with  Griffith  in  shows 
there,  sent  out  a recent  form  letter  to 
Texas  exhibitors  as  a feeler  to  determine 
if  another  exhibitor  organization  could  be 
formed  at  this  time  for  the  state.  Judge 
Walker  was  president  of  the  former  Thea- 
tre Owners  Protective  Ass’n,  which  has 
been  dormant  for  several  years.  The  let- 
ter was  sent  out  on  that  stationery. 

In  the  letter  Judge  Walker  refers  to 
“state  and  federal  regulation”  and  to  “ef- 
forts that  are  being  made  to  tax  and  reg- 
ulate us  out  of  existence.”  The  letter 
points  out  the  16mm  “menace,”  various 
bills  introduced  at  Austin  to  tax  theatres 
and  makes  no  reference  to  anti-trust  suits, 
alleged  restraint  of  trade  and  other  kin- 
dred subjects. 

Judge  Walker  said  he  would  call  a meet- 
ing in  October  to  form  the  organization  if 
he  can  get  a sufficient  response  from  Texas 
exhibitors. 


Wexley  Adapts  "Conquest" 

Hollywood — John  Wexley  is  adapting 
“City  of  Conquest”  for  Warner  from  a 
novel  by  Abem  Kandel. 


wager  will  win.  Some  do  win — tempio- 
rarily,  but  the  only  ones  sure  to  win  are 
the  operators  who  take  a 12  per  cent  cut 
out  of  every  wager.  A dollar  gambled 
eight  times  is  gone  completely  to  the  track 
operators. 

“The  promoters  promise  to  give  to  char- 
ity the  ‘cash  collected  on  admissions.’ 
They  do  not  agree  to  give  a sum  for  each 
admission,  but  rather  the  cash  collected 
on  admissions.  In  view  of  the  thousands 
of  free  season  passes  broadcast  each  sea- 
son, one  can  well  imagine  the  prodigious 
sum  that  would  be  collected  as  cash  ad- 
mission. 

Charity  Burdened,  Not  Aided 

“Actually  the  losses  to  charity  will  far 
exceed  any  possible  gain  since  on  the  one 
hand  the  need  for  charity  would  be  in- 
creased because  of  gambling  losses  by  per- 
sons of  small  means,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  many  of  those  who  normally  con- 
tribute to  charity  would  decrease  their 
donations  because  of  gambling  losses. 

“The  promoters  claim  that  the  track  will 
employ  100  people  for  90  nights.  Assum- 
ing that  the  average  wage  would  be  $5.00 
per  night,  a seasonal  payroll  of  $45,000. 
But  of  the  $2,000,000  assumed  to  be  wag- 
ered, three  per  cent  would  go  to  the  state, 
12  per  cent  would  go  to  the  operators, 
and  at  least  that  amount  would  go  to 
crooked  gamblers  on  fixed  races.  Thus, 
over  a half-million  dollars  would  be  taken 
out  of  county  in  exchange  for  a $45,000 
payroll.” 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
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^HE  University  of  San  Antonio  recently 

established  a 16mm  classroom  film  li- 
brary for  rental  to  schools  and  similar 
educational  organizations  in  south  Texas 
. . . WOAItems;  Station  Manager  Hugh 
A.  L.  Halff  back  from  another  business 
trip  to  Chicago;  Miss  Novella  McCaleb, 
secretary  to  public  relations  director,  Wal- 
ter Zahrt,  has  been  on  the  sick  list,  and 
Newscaster  Laymon  Cameron  spoke  before 
the  Republican  Club  meeting  here  last 
week. 

Recent  visitors  to  the  Alamo  City  in- 
cluded P.  K.  Johnston  and  Harry  Sachs, 
Interstate  hooking  department,  Dallas; 
Raymond  B.  Willie,  district  manager.  In- 
terstate circuit,  Dallas;  Lent  Lynn,  Holly- 
wood; Jose  Iturbi,  Mexico  City,  and  Reed 
Haythorne,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Upon  her  recent  triumphant  return  to 
San  Antonio  after  winning  the  national 
golf  championship  in  the  east.  Miss  Betty 
Jameson  received  a cordial  welcome  and 
was  interviewed  over  KTSA  . . . Inaugurat- 
ing a new  policy,  the  Aztec  has  started  a 
‘‘Sneak  Prevue”  Thursday  night  to  con- 
tinue each  week. 

A crew  of  workrnen  are  busy  these  days 
renovating  the  National  Theatre,  West  Side 
house.  G.  A.  Lucchese  is  manager-owner 
. . . The  Alamo  chapter  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  indorsed  the 
following  patriotic  films  which  were  shown 
here  in  connection  with  Constitution  Day; 
Aztec,  “Bill  of  Rights;”  Broadway,  “Ro- 
mance of  Louisiana;”  Palace,  “The  Story 
That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed;”  Texas,  “The 
Right  Way,”  and  Uptown,  “Sons  of 
Liberty.” 

Bill  Keeler,  business  agent  for  the  local 
projectionists’  union,  was  in  Dallas  for 
several  days  . . . Mike  Signs,  stage  man- 
ager at  the  San  Pedro  Playhouse,  spent 
his  two-week  vacation  in  New  York  . . . 
Genaro  Garcia,  rotund  picture  operator 
at  the  Empire,  vacationed  in  Corpus 
Christi. 

Ruby  Price  has  succeeded  Madge  Doyle 
who  resigned  as  candy  girl  at  the  Texas 
Theatre;  Thelma  Miller  is  manning  the 
popcorn  machine  at  the  State,  and  Jo 
Anna  Krapps  is  the  new  face  behind  the 
candy  counter  ...  In  conjunction  with 
the  Mexican  celebration,  the  State  pre- 
sented a free  showing  last  Saturday  morn- 
ing of  “Love  and  Hisses”  (film  furnished 
by  the  Azteca  Films  exchange  here). 

Manager  O.  B.  Thomas  of  the  State  has 
a lot  of  fine  feathered  friends.  Every  day, 
a flock  of  pigeons  swann  down  in  front  of 
his  theatre  to  eat  the  feed  he  throws  in 
the  street  for  them  . . . William  Calderon 
took  part  in  the  “Noche  Mexicana”  Satur- 
day night  in  the  San  Pedro  Playhouse.  Bill 

'Continued  on  page  92-D) 


25th  Anniversary  Dinner 
For  P,  K.  Johnston 


Dallas — P.  K.  Johnston,  Interstate  cir- 
cuit’s booking  chief,  will  be  honored  on 
the  occasion  of  his  25th  anniversary  in 
show  business  with  a banquet  Friday  night, 
September  29,  at  the  Dallas  Athletic  Club. 
The  affair  is  being  given  by  all  members 
of  the  booking  department  and  by  the 
Interstate  general  office  department 
heads. 

R.  J.  (Bob)  O’Donnell,  the  circuit’s  vice- 
president,  will  be  toastmaster. 

P.  K.  was  born  in  Buffalo  “in  a small 
back  room  upstairs.’’  He  made  his  way  to 
college  and  went  forth  with  a civil  en- 
gineer’s degree,  practicing  that  prof'^s- 
sion  for  several  years.  He  was  a “sand- 
hog”  in  New  York  tunnels  under  the 
Hudson. 

The  C.  E.  game  was  tame  to  him  so  he 
took  to  automobile  racing  in  which  he 
achieved  no  mean  fame.  But  all  this  was 
too  uninteresting,  so  he  entered  the  mo- 
tion picture  business  in  1914. 

P.  K.  freelanced  around  the  many  in- 
dependent film  distributors  of  that  time 
and  became  recognized  as  an  advertising 
and  promotion  man.  Before  long,  he  be- 
came a branch  manager,  his  last  such 
post  being  with  Fox.  He  is  known  as  an 
expert  letter  writer,  having  the  gift  to 
sell  contracts  by  mail. 

Johnston  left  Fox  in  1930  to  join  Inter- 
state. In  1933,  he  became  head  of  In- 
terstate booking  operations. 

P.  K.  is  married  and  has  one  son. 
Porter  jr.  The  father  is  an  ardent  sports- 
man and  rabid  football  fan  in  which  the 
son  thoroughly  subscribes. 

Committee  for  the  Johnston  celebration, 
to  be  featured  by  a dinner,  includes  Lynn 
Harris,  chairman;  A1  Reynolds,  in  charge 
of  the  program;  Ray  Jones,  invitations; 
Jimmy  Gardner,  publicity. 


Two  Do  "Canal  Zone" 

Hollywood — Malcolm  Stuart  Boylan 
and  Harvey  Gates  will  do  the  script  of 
“Canal  Zone”  for  Sam  Goldwyn. 


ID)  A IL  IIL  A S 

(Continued  from  page  40-C) 

This  makes  the  second  speech  this  year 
that  Joseph  has  made.  The  first  was 
to  the  Robb  & Rowley  managers  in  con- 
vention. 

Jimmy  Allard,  former  big  time  vaude- 
villian,  and  presently  city  manager  for 
Interstate  in  Vernon,  was  a quick  visitor 
to  the  Row  this  week. 

Paul  Short,  National  Screen’s  district 
manager,  has  returned  from  a meeting 
with  his  home  office  bosses  in  Chicago. 

Hal  Norfleet,  well  known  publicity  pur- 
veyor, is  connected  with  Walter  King  and 
is  presently  supervising  an  installation  of 
Walter’s  new  idea  in  decorations  in  sev- 
eral theatres  in  Oklahoma. 

One  of  the  tricks  showmen  of  the  South- 
west are  using  at  the  moment,  is  a “Jinx 
Show,”  to  be  presented  on  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 13.  They  dare  the  customers  to  at- 
tend the  theatre  at  midnight  on  Friday  the 
13th,  walk  under  a ladder,  throw  salt  over 
their  left  shoulder  and  put  their  hat  on 
a bed.  Circuits  and  independents  alike  are 
promoting  the  affair. 

Harry  M.  Popkin,  producer  of  Million 
Dollar  Pictures  (all-Negro  casts)  returned 
with  his  family  to  Hollywood  after  a four- 
day  visit  in  Dallas.  While  on  the  Row  he 
conferred  with  Alfred  Sack,  of  the  Sack 
Enterprises,  national  distributors  for  these 
pictures,  and  with  his  special  representa- 
tive, John  Jenkins,  who  has  also  been  in 
the  city  a few  days.  After  the  visit  Sack 
said  there  will  be  eight  Popkin  releases 
for  the  1940  season  which  includes  two 
specials. 

Howard  Baskin,  booker  for  the  Oskar 
Korn  circuit,  is  out  of  the  hospital  after 
a throat  operation  and  again  is  making 
the  exchanges  and  looking  at  pictures. 

Wallace  Walthall  was  the  guest  of  Miss 
Mable  Howlett,  one  of  the  National 
Screen’s  glamour  girls,  at  the  annual 
Bosses  Banquet  of  the  Pilot  Club.  Civic 
leaders  were  there  and  each  boss  was  guest 
of  one  of  his  girl  employes.  Walthall 
gave  two  toasts  during  the  evening  and 
many  asked  for  copies  of  that  oratorical 
excellence.  Miss  Howlett  is  the  only  Pilot 
member  from  the  film  business,  and  she 
has  made  the  industry  prominent  in  the 
club,  her  latest  effort  being  the  collection 
of  $1  each  from  many  film  and  theatre- 
men  toward  purchase  by  the  club  of  a 
“Blood  Bank”  for  the  City  of  Dallas. 

Opening  of  Lew  Grove’s  new  neighbor- 
hood theatre  in  Oklahoma  City,  the  Villa, 
has  been  delayed  on  account  of  late  ar- 
rival of  chairs.  Latest  plan  was  to  open 
September  24,  according  to  advice  received 
by  Boxoffice  from  Groves  personally. 

T.  J.  Mitchell  is  opening  a new  show  at 
Whitewright,  according  to  information 
on  Filmrow. 

C.  C.  Bounds,  garageman,  now  is  op- 
erating the  Palace  in  Texarkana  and  Har- 
lem in  Marshall,  both  Negro  houses. 
Bounds  was  a former  partner  with  Ted 
Lewis,  of  Texarkana,  in  these  shows,  ac- 
cording to  news  received  by  exchanges. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas  texas 
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Dallas  Trade  at  Press 
Showing  of  "Cavell" 


Dallas — Another  premiere  of  note  for 
Dallas  was  that  of  last  Friday  night 
at  the  Palace  when  RKO  and  Interstate 
presented  “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  to  the 
southwest.  Anna  Neagle,  the  star,  and 
Director  Wilcox  made  personal  appear- 
ances on  the  Palace  stage.  All  seats  were 
50  cents.  The  premiere  attraction  drew 
a capacity  audience. 

Accompanying  the  star  and  director 
from  the  RKO  organization  were:  Ralph 
Rolan,  Connie  Krebs  and  L.  J.  Alleman 
jr.  A reception  for  the  visitors  was  held 
in  the  afternoon  at  the  Baker. 

Beside  critics,  others  in  the  trade  who 
attended  the  premiere,  reception  and  din- 
ner, were: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  O.  Cherry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Starz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Beall,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Woodall  Rodgers,  Hal  Noble,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Sullivan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
R.  Meeker,  Fred  McFadden,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  Willie,  Roger  Dixon,  Ainsley 
Wood,  Frances  Barr,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Charninsky,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Hen- 
shel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forrest  Thompson,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ben  Hill,  Charles  Rader,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sol  Sachs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Allen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Helms,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jay  Wheeler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ver- 
non Adams. 


Dixie  Doin' s 

By  “AL”  HENDERSON 

HAD  a nice  visit  with  B.  R.  McLendon 
and  was  informed  he  had  acquired  two 
houses  formerly  operated  by  Ben  Men- 
chew  at  Vivian,  La.  His  son,  Gordon,  is 
beginning  his  freshman  year  at  Yale.  He 
hopes  to  be  a lawyer.  Mrs.  Margaret 
Juneau,  McLendon’s  efficient  office  man- 
ager, was  on  the  job,  as  usual. 


Clifton  Billock  is  managing  McLendon’s 
two  houses  in  Vivian.  He  is  proud  of  his 
job  and  extremely  so  of  his  two-year-old 
son.  He  was  previously  with  Robb  & 
Rowley  in  Rotan,  Tex. 


R.  V.  McGinnis  of  Hope,  Ark.,  told  of 
his  two-week  business  trip  in  New  York, 
where  he  had  his  picture  taken  for  a 
trade  publication.  He  says  he  is  scan- 
ning them  all  to  see  what  he  looks  like. 
Mac  is  past  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
ITO  of  Arkansas. 


We  were  rather  disappointed  to  find 
Ted  Lewis  of  Texarkana  away  on  a busi- 
ness trip  to  Dallas,  but  we  must  say  the 
man  has  innumerable  friends  and  they’re 
not  all  in  Texarkana. 


In  Rodessa,  La.,  L.  W.  Watts  is  com- 
pletely remodeling  his  Palace.  He  recent- 
ly built  a theatre  in  Brookhaven,  Miss., 
giving  him  a string  of  five  houses. 


Carl  Christian,  operating  four  houses  in 
central  Arkansas,  is  opening  a new  one 
soon  at  Tuckerman. 


Sam  Jones,  a relative  of  “Dink”  Jones, 
Republic  salesman  in  Arkansas,  is  getting 
ready  to  open  a new  house  in  Delight, 
Ark. 
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QRADY  COOK,  who  operates  the  Joy 
Theatre  at  Pontotoc,  Miss.,  and  is 
also  the  owner  and  editor  of  The  Pontotoc 
Progress,  newspaper,  spent  several  days 
in  Memphis  the  past  week,  but  this  was 
one  time  when  his  thoughts  were  not  on 
booking  pictures.  Each  year  for  the  past 
five  years,  Grady  has  had  at  the  Mid 
South  Fair  in  Memphis  some  40  or  more 
boys  and  girls  as  his  guests  for  three  days. 
To  be  eligible  for  this  trip  each  boy  or 
girl  must  secure  21  or  more  subscriptions 
to  his  newspaper.  This  year  he  had  a 
total  of  43  guests.  Maybe  we  should  have 
started  this  item  by  saying  “Senator” 
Cook,  as  we  understand  he  has  just  been 
elected  to  the  state  legislature. 

Recently  your  correspondent  reported 
that  Bob  Conway,  manager  of  National 
Screen,  was  considered  King  of  the  Jitter- 
bugs in  Memphis.  However,  we  now  un- 
derstand that  he  has  a very  close  com- 
petitor Jimmy  Rogers,  Columbia  branch 
manager,  was  really  getting  in  some  fancy 
steps  at  the  Variety  Club  dance  Saturday 
night. 

Harold  Wilkes,  Paramount’s  division 
manager,  spent  several  days  in  Memphis 
this  week  with  Bill  Bugie,  his  local  man- 
ager. He  was  a guest  at  the  Variety  Club 
luncheon  Monday. 

Mike  Carmichael,  Monogram’s  branch 
manager,  advises  that  Tex  Ritter  and  his 
party  will  be  making  personal  appearances 
in  this  section,  and  has  arranged  to  at- 
tend the  Tri-State  convention  on  the  24 
and  25. 

Freddie  Rieger,  auditor  for  Universal, 
paid  the  local  office  a recent  visit.  He 
was  very  much  upset  over  the  European 
situation  as  Mrs.  Rieger  was  visiting  her 
parents  in  Yugoslavia,  and  had  been  un- 
able to  book  passage  to  the  United  States. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Burris 
Smith  of  the  Imperial  at  Pocahontas;  Guy 
Amis,  Princess,  Lexington,  Tenn.;  Roland 
Adams,  Bruce,  Miss.;  G.  H.  Goff,  Parsons; 
Orris  Collins,  Paragould;  Odis  Taylor, 
Dresden;  John  Shannon,  Portageville;  B. 
F.  Jackson,  Ruleville;  C.  J.  Collier,  Shaw; 
George  Hale,  Dreiv;  Daxe  Flexor,  New 
Albany;  J.  W.  Wofford,  Eupora;  C.  M. 
Mounger,  Calhoun  City;  J.  F.  Wofford, 
Union;  Lawrence  Landers,  Landers,  Bates- 
ville,  and  Gordon  Lee  Hutchins,  Corning. 
J.  W.  Eaton,  who  operates  the  Peabody 
at  Memphis,  is  back  in  town  after  several 
months  in  California.  He  says  he  is  now 
ready  to  settle  down  for  a hard  winter’s 
work. 

M.  A.  Lightman  advises  that  he  is  hold- 
ing his  managers’  meeting  on  Sunday  and 
Monday  in  conjunction  with  the  conven- 
tion. He  further  advised  his  new  house 
in  Owensboro,  Ky.,  would  be  completed 
and  ready  for  opening  on  or  around  Octo- 
ber 1.  As  yet  no  name  has  definitely 
been  decided  upon.  However,  he  says  the 
odds  are  for  it  being  called  the  Strand. 

“Al”  Henderson,  Boxoffice  field  repre- 
sentative, and  the  daddy  of  the  “Dixie 
Doin’s  Column,”  spent  several  days  in  the 
Memphis  territory  . . . K.  K.  King,  city 
manager  for  Commonwealth  in  Searcy, 
together  with  L.  R.  Allen,  booker  out  of 
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Kansas  City,  were  busy  advancing  their 
bookings  this  week. 

Bill  Scruggs  of  the  RKO  office  is  doing 
jury  duty  this  week  . . . A.  M.  Davidson, 
owner  of  the  Dixie  at  Dyer,  Tenn.,  ad- 
vises that  Ed  Sneed  has  taken  over  this 
theatre  and  will  operate  same  in  the  fu- 
ture. Sneed  is  well  known  on  Filmrow, 
having  been  booker  at  both  the  Para- 
mount and  Monogram  offices. 

M.  A.  Lightman  jr.,  together  with  his 
brother  Dick,  have  just  returned  from  a 
four -week  vacation.  They  drove  up  to 
Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  where  they  spent 
several  days  with  friends,  and  went  from 
there  into  Canada;  from  Canada  to  Cen- 
ter Loval,  Me.,  where  they  also  visited 
friends.  Did  the  New  York  Fair,  spent 
three  days  in  Atlantic  City,  came  back 
through  Chicago.  M.  A.  jr.  advises  he  will 
spend  some  time  in  Memphis  assisting  with 
the  Malco  and  Strand  theatres.  However, 
it  is  understood  since  he  has  been  ap- 
pointed district  manager  for  the  Malco 
Theatres  that  his  headquarters  unit  be 
located  in  Memphis. 

Al  Avery,  RKO  branch  manager,  flew 
to  Dallas  the  past  week  where  he  attended 
the  preview  of  the  picture  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell”  . . . J.  C.  Alexander,  who  has  been 
operating  the  Ethel  Theatre  at  Ethel, 
Miss.,  and  the  Carrol  of  N.  Carrolton, 
Miss.,  advises  he  has  closed  his  house  in 
N.  Carrolton  . . . Paul  Schaffer  of  the 
Star  at  Marked  Tree,  Ark.,  is  now  driving 
a new  Plymouth  coupe  . . . Bill  Malin  of 
the  Lura  Theatre,  Augusta,  Ark.,  was  seen 
on  the  Row  this  week  for  the  first  time  in 
several  weeks. 

Helen  Huff,  secretary  at  Republic  has 
been  very  busy  these  past  few  weeks,  buy- 
ing furniture,  selecting  drapes  and  the 
thousayid  and  one  things  that  goes  with 
keeping  house.  She  is  being  married  Sat- 
urday afternoon  at  3:00  p.  m.,  September 
23,  to  Woody  Wilson.  The  wedding  will  be 
solemnized  in  the  home  of  her  aunt.  Wil- 
son is  a salesman  for  Michie  Bros.,  brok- 
ers. After  a honeymoon,  the  destination  of 
which  is  unknown,  the  young  couple  will 
return  to  their  newly -furnished  apartment 
on  Stonewall  Ave. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  D.  Mitchell  and  their 
son  were  in  Memphis  the  past  week,  get- 
ting their  fall  bookings  lined  up.  They 
reported  a grand  time  was  had  by  all  on 
their  recent  vacation  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Pattie,  who  operate  the  Temple  and 
Rex  theatres  at  Leland,  Miss.,  have  re- 
turned home  after  having  spent  the  sum- 
mer in  Michigan. 


Opens  Second  House 

Osceola,  Ark. — Miss  Emma  Cox  has 
opened  her  second  theatre.  The  new  house 
which  has  been  named  the  “Joy  Theatre” 
is  located  on  Highway  61  opposite  the 
court  house.  Miss  Cox  also  owns  and 
operates  the  Gem. 


A Chore  to  Horman 

Hollywood — “Has  Anybody  Here  Seen 
Kelly?”  will  be  scripted  for  Universal  by 
Arthur  T.  Horman. 
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jyjISS  HELEN  MOORE,  steno  at  20th 
Century-Fox,  will  leave  for  Holly- 
wood about  November  1 for  a fling  at  films 
and  fame  . . . Frank  Ward,  eight-year-old 
Tarzan  jr.,  visited  New  Orleans. 

The  United  States  Marine  Band  is  sched- 
uled for  the  Municipal  Auditorium  October 
5.  They  will  play  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Louisiana  Society  for  Crippled  Children. 

W.  H.  Cobb  and  Willis  Houck  spent  the 
past  week  in  Memphis  and  vicinity. 

Henry  Copper  of  the  general  offices  of 
Joy’s  Shows  and  Miss  Margaret  Caller 
were  recently  married. 

The  Joy  Theatre  at  Iowa,  La.,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  including  two  features  and 
a serial. 

National  Supply  Equips 
Truitt's  Amarillo  House 

Dallas — Complete  equipment,  including 
projectors,  lamps,  rectifiers,  sound,  lenses, 
sci’een,  rewind,  film  cabinet,  cooling,  car- 
pet, curtain  control  and  popcorn  machine 
have  been  sold  to  A.  H.  Truitt  for  his  new 
Star  Theatre  at  Amarillo,  Tex.,  by  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply. 

Other  sales  include  hard  of  hearing  aids 
and  heavy  duty  cleaner  to  Major  H.  S. 
Cole  for  the  Elite,  Bonham;  screen  to  Les- 
ter Meyer,  Strand,  Chillicothe;  carpet  to 
Jefferson  Amusement’s  New  Lynn,  Lufkin, 
and  to  Andrew  Cox,  Palace,  Lamesa;  recti- 
fiers, James  Pearson.  Queen,  Lorenzo;  and 
chrome  furniture  and  sand  urns  to  Yucca 
Theatre,  Midland. 


Louis-Pastor  Fight  Into 
A Prize  Film  Package 

Dallas — The  sensational  11-round  fight 
in  which  Joe  Louis  knocked  out  Bob  Pas- 
tor to  retain  his  heavyweight  boxing  cham- 
pionship of  the  world  has  been  recorded 
into  a prize  package  of  film  entertainment. 

It  is  being  distributed  exclusively  here 
and  in  the  southwest  by  A.  Harris,  308  S. 
Harwood  St.,  who  also  handled  the  Nova- 
Baer  and  Galento-Louis  fight  pictures, 
among  others. 


Four  Bowling  Teams  Win 
On  Oklahoma  City  Row 

Oklahoma  City — Last  week’s  play  in  the 
local  Filmrow  bowling  league  saw  four 
teams  defeat  the  other  four  competing 
teams  by  a 2-1  score.  Four  winners  were 
Variety  Club,  Warner,  20th  Century-Fox 
and  Clark  Poster  while  losers  were  Para- 
mount, Standard  Theatres,  RKO,  and 
Griffith  Amusement  Co. 


Another  in  Florida 

Atlanta — Jack  Dumestre,  RCA  repre- 
sentative here,  has  sealed  a deal  for  new 
sound  equipment  in  the  800-seat  Grand 
at  Orlando,  Fla.,  with  M.  C.  Talley,  treas- 
urer of  Central  Theatres,  Inc.  The  house, 
a Sparks  unit,  is  managed  by  Verne 
Hunter. 


Sack  Sells  Negro  Sport 
Reels  to  Two  Circuits 

Dallas  — Alfred  N.  Sack,  president  of 
Sack  Amusement  Enterprises,  announced 
Wednesday  he  has  closed  deals  on  12 
single  reel  Negro  sports  subjects,  which 
include  champions  from  Joe  Louis  on 
down,  with  the  Bijou  Amusement  Co.  of 
Nashville,  for  42  colored  theatres,  and  with 
the  Lichtman  circuit  in  Washington. 
Bijou  operates  the  Ritz,  Ft.  Worth;  three 
in  Tulsa,  one  in  Houston,  one  in  Little 
Rock;  and  one  in  Oklahoma  City.  The 
other  houses  are  scattered  over  the  south- 
eastern states.  Alfred  and  Milton  Starr 
are  heads  of  this  circuit. 

In  the  Sack  organization,  we  find  that 
W.  Lee  Norris  of  Kansas  City,  will  repre- 
sent the  company  in  western  Missouri, 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  that  Harry 
Williams,  who  has  been  selling  in  Florida, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Texas  terri- 
tory. 

Miss  Evelyn  Oldfield,  secretary  in  the 
office,  will  soon  be  married  to  Harry 
Parks. 

Alfred  Sack  will  spend  the  last  of  the 
holidays  with  his  sister  in  Laurel,  Miss., 
and  will  visit  the  Atlanta  branch,  Chat- 
tanooga and  other  points. 

For  11  southern  states.  Sack  has  just 
bought  two  new  pictures,  “I  Conquer  the 
Sea,”  a deep  sea  action  film,  and  “Revolt 
of  the  Zombies,”  a shocker. 


Monday  Lunches  Again 

Dallas  — Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  17, 
starts  taking  its  fall  nourishment  with  re- 
suming regular  Monday  luncheons  in  the 
Adolphus  Hotel  on  September  25.  Joseph 
Leopold,  former  supervisor  of  public  utili- 
ties, will  be  the  speaker.  Variety  also  is 
host  to  members  and  their  friends  in  new 
and  enlarged  quarters  on  the  hotel’s  17th 
floor. 


Installs  General  Seats 

Miami — Leo  Ackerman,  president  of  Beth 
David  Congregation  here,  is  installing  the 
latest  modern  auditorium  chairs,  manu- 
factured by  the  General  Seating  Co. 


A Store  in  Step 


Tyler,  Tex. — S.  G.  Fry,  Inc.,  a store  for 
men  here,  has  followed  in  the  steps  of 
many  theatres  with  a front-to-back  mod- 
ernization program.  S.  G.  is  a modern 
independent  theatre  operator. 

Fry  spent  $7,000  on  the  program.  The 
reopening  was  a special  occasion,  with 
an  orchestra,  refreshments,  and  3,000  peo- 
ple on  hand. 

Film  men  dropped  in,  including  Beau 
Brummels  Leroy  Bickel  and  Clyde  Hous- 
ton of  M-G-M,  and  Buck  Weaver  of  Para- 
mount. 

S.  G.  operates  five  theatres  in  east 
Texas  and  two  in  Tyler.  He  is  director 
of  a bank  and  a city  councilman.  Siegel 
Fry,  a son,  is  active  head  of  the  store 
and  president  of  the  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 
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is  well  known  in  El  Paso  and  Mexico  City 
film  and  theatrical  circles. 

C.  W.  Rzeppa  has  reopened  the  theatre 
at  Both  which  has  been  closed  for  two 
years.  The  house  has  been  completely  re- 
modeled. A contest  will  be  held  to  select  a 
suitable  name  . . . Jerry  Fisher,  Interstate 
reporter  on  KABC,  has  returned  from  a 
week’s  stay  in  Dallas  . . . News  was  re- 
ceived here  of  the  recent  death  of  Harry 
Forbes,  51,  a former  cameraman  for  Na- 
tional Films. 

Better  Home  Ice  Cream  on  North  Main 
Ave.  is  sorta  quiet  these  days,  since  the 
Paramount  gang  who  used  to  frequent 
this  Filmrow  dining  place  moved  to  Dallas. 
About  the  only  ones  spied  are  Tom  Cara- 
way and  Ralph  Labutis  of  Texas-Valley 
Film  Service;  W.  Hawkins  of  Hawkins 
Film  Service;  Richard  “Dick”  Betts,  In- 
terstate Theatre  employe,  and  Les  Ketner 
of  Boxoffice  here. 

Miss  Mary  Louise  Walliser,  film  critic 
and  dramatic  reviewer  for  the  San  An- 
tonio Evening  News,  who  is  now  in  Holly- 
wood, is  writing  a daily  series  of  articles 
about  the  production  center  for  the  local 
sheet. 

One  of  the  featured  dancers  in  the  re- 
cent Mexican  Independence  Day  celebra- 
tion at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  was 
Senorita  Mary  Cristina  Jimenez  of  the 
Latin-American  Film  exchange.  The  police 
band  of  Mexico  City  and  Eduardo  Marti- 
nez’s orchestra  of  this  city,  were  also  on 
the  colorful  program. 

Four  War  Films  in  Stock 
At  Garyn's  Exchange 

Dallas — Pat  Garyn,  who  with  asso- 
ciates recently  opened  the  Texas  Film  Co., 
says  the  exchange  now  has  20  releases  for 
the  territory.  Four  are  war  pictures,  one 
of  which  will  be  released  under  the  title  of 
“Hitler  Love  Spy.”  Garyn  says  the  Hit- 
ler film  shows  streamlined  bombers,  silent 
airplanes,  and  other  armament  used  in 
the  war  today.  In  fact  it  shows,  he  said, 
many  secrets  of  armament  in  Germany 
today. 

Another  picture  is  titled,  “Torpedoed” 
and  another  is  to  be  styled  “The  World’s 
Worst  Pictures.”  The  picture  smells, 
Garyn  said.  It  will  be  recalled  that  B.  E. 
Garner  at  Ranger  and  Will  Horwitz  at 
Houston,  did  big  business  several  years 
ago  by  advertising  a picture  as  “the 
world’s  worst.” 


Talent  Quest  On 

Dallas  — Billy  Grady,  M-G-M’s  chief 
talent  scout  arrived  in  Dallas  Wednesday 
to  take  up  at  the  Baker  Hotel  where  E.  B. 
Coleman  left  off  in  the  talent  quest  among 
500  young  hopefuls.  The  number  was 
narrowed  down  to  200  for  Grady,  who 
plans  to  handle  that  number  in  the  one 
day. 
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DOMINION  IMPOSES  CONTROL  OVER  IMPORT  AND 
EXPORT  TRANSACTIONS  FOR  DURATION  OF  WAR 


Foreign  Exchange  Control 
Board  Also  Regulates 
The  Flow  of  Money 


Recruiting  Inroads  on  Staffs 
A New  Exhibitor  Problem 


Ottawa — With  the  appointment  of  the 
Foreign  Exchange  Control  Board  by  Hon. 
J.  L.  Ralston,  minister  of  finance  in  the 
Canadian  government,  important  rulings 
have  been  made  in  the  regulation  of  im- 
port trade  transactions  and  the  flow  of 
money  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States  and  other  countries  for  the  period 
of  the  war.  The  measures  affect  the  film 
trade. 

A license  system  has  been  invoked  for 
control  of  cash  payments  to  individuals 
or  firms  in  foreign  countries  and  for  the 
export  and  import  of  goods  and  securities, 
while  it  affects  travelers  coming  into 
Canada  who  bring  more  than  $100  in 
cash  with  them,  a permit  being  required 
for  a larger  amount.  Provision  is  made 
for  the  establishment  of  authorized  agents 
for  the  issue  of  licenses  or  permits,  these 
being  chartered  banks  or  postmasters. 

While  there  will  be  no  prohibition  of 
imports,  according  to  the  Order-in-Council, 
the  licensing  provisions  insure  that  for- 
eign exchange  requirements  are  based  on 
normal  commercial  transactions,  it  is 
pointed  out,  the  foreign  exchange  control 
being  essential  to  Canada’s  war  activities. 
Reading  between  the  lines,  probably  what 
is  meant  is  that  large  sums  cannot  be 
sent  out  of  the  country  for  the  obvious 
purpose  of  safekeeping. 

Licenses  for  export  of  currency,  securi- 
ties and  foreign  exchange  must  be  obtain- 
ed from  authorized  agents  while  licenses 
must  be  obtained  for  the  import  or  export 
of  goods  and  these  include  films,  advertis- 
ing accessories  and  theatre  equipment  or 
supplies. 

Articles  to  be  mailed  outside  of  Canada 
are  to  be  submitted  for  examination  at  a 
postoffice,  otherwise  they  are  subject  to 
seizure. 

For  ordinary  transactions,  a person  or 
firm  may  purchase  foreign  exchange  not 
exceeding  $100  in  any  month  through  an 
authorized  agent  without  using  the  permit 
required  for  larger  amounts. 

Imports  of  goods  not  exceeding  $100  in 
one  month  are  permitted  without  license. 

Non-residents  may  bring  their  auto- 
mobiles into  the  Dominion  without  special 
license  requirements  but  a permit  is  nec- 
essary if  they  take  goods  or  money  in 
excess  of  $100  out  of  the  dominion. 

Shareholders  of  companies  whose  head 
offices  are  in  another  country  who  own 
stock  in  excess  of  $1,000  are  required  to 
file  a declaration  with  the  board.  This 
also  applies  to  securities  not  exclusively 
payable  in  Canadian  dollars. 

Permits  are  to  be  issued  for  salaries. 


Regina  Sask. — Discussion  of  the  loss  of 
manpower  through  the  recruiting  opera- 
tions in  the  Canadian  militia  was  to  high- 
light the  meeting  of  some  40  delegates  to 
the  Saskatchewan  Motion  Picture  Exhibi- 
tors Ass’n  meeting  here  Sunday. 

The  serious  inroads  on  personnel  by  re- 
cruiting was  to  have  been  cited  by  P.  W. 
Mahon,  president,  of  Prince  Albert.  Near- 
ly all  theatres  are  feeling  the  pinch,  and 
the  discussion  evolves  largely  around 
whether  to  replace  male  help  with  female 
help  and  the  scale  of  wages  to  be  adopted. 

The  association  plans  full  cooperation 
with  the  federal  govei’nment  in  the  present 
crisis  through  the  showing  of  special  reels 
now  reported  to  be  in  the  making  aimed  at 
assisting  the  recruiting  in  Canada.  At 
present  military  service  is  on  a purely 


commissions  and  royalties  received  from  a 
foreign  country. 


Important  Wartime  Role 
To  Colonel  Cooper 

Toronto — Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  presi- 
dent of  the  Motion  Picture  Distributors 
of  Canada,  again  is  playing  a prominent 
role  in  wartime  activities,  having  received 
the  appointment  of  vice-chairman  of  the 
Canadian  War  Organization  of  the  Red 
Cross  Society.  The  chairman  is  Norman 
Sommerville,  K.  C.,  of  Toronto.  During 
the  first  Great  War,  Colonel  Cooper  saw 
active  service  on  the  western  front  for 
many  months  as  commanding  officer  of 
the  198th  Infantry  Battalion  of  the  Cana- 
dian Expeditionary  Force. 

At  a meeting  in  Government  House,  Ot- 
tawa, presided  over  by  Baron  Tweedsmuir, 
governor  general  of  Canada,  plans  were 
prepared  by  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  for  a 
campaign  for  funds  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Hon.  G.  Howard  Ferguson,  former 
Canadian  high  commissioner  to  London. 
Motion  picture  films  are  to  form  an  im- 
portant feature  of  the  drive. 


Foreign  Film  Policy 
Dropped  by  Garden 

Toronto — The  war  has  had  an  impor- 
tant bearing  on  the  change  in  policy  of 
the  Garden  Theatre,  downtown  house  of 
the  Bloom  & Fine  circuit  here  which  has 
reopened  after  being  dark  three  months. 
The  theatre  now  is  showing  double  fea- 
tures in  the  English  language,  with  gift- 
ware  thrown  in  for  good  measure  for  the 
first  time. 

Previously,  the  Garden  had  been  the 


voluntary  basis. 

Also  due  for  association  study  is  the 
need  of  further  co-ordination  of  efforts  to 
obtain  improved  express  rates  on  film 
shipments.  Despite  repeated  decisions  to 
proceed  with  motor  trucking  instead  of 
using  the  railways,  the  association  mem- 
bership has  never  been  able  to  fully  agree 
and  take  action.  Express  rates  continue 
as  before. 

The  question  of  the  new  taxations  and 
the  land  assessment  were  other  topics  for 
discussion. 

Not  16mm  film  but  Bingo  is  the  main 
opposition  of  the  theatre  men  this  year, 
it  is  felt.  Plans  for  a heavy  campaign  to 
try  and  have  it  outlawed,  especially  in 
downtown  spots  adjacent  to  theatres,  were 
to  be  discussed. 


home  of  European  pictures,  including  a 
comparatively  large  number  of  Soviet  pro- 
ductions, but  these  are  now  under  the  ban 
of  the  Ontario  censor  board.  No  one  is 
even  asking  about  the  foreign  product, 
which  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 


No  Theatre  Concessions 
As  Yet  for  Soldiers 

Toronto — No  move  has  yet  been  made 
on  the  part  of  Canadian  theatres  to  grant 
any  admission  concessions  to  soldiers  who 
have  put  on  the  uniform  for  the  second 
Great  War,  probably  because  a general 
plan  of  cooperation  with  the  government 
and  army  has  yet  to  be  worked  out. 


Prominent  Military  Man 
With  Famous  Players 

Toronto — A prominent  military  leader 
identified  with  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  as  a theatre  manager  is  Col.  S.  P. 
McMordie  of  the  Capitol  at  Nelson,  B.  C., 
who  fought  with  the  Canadian  Expedi- 
tionary Force  in  Fi-ance  throughout  most 
of  the  first  Great  War. 

For  his  distinguished  gallantry.  Colonel 
McMordie,  who  recently  visited  the  To- 
ronto headquarters  of  the  corporation, 
was  awarded  the  distinguished  Service  Or- 
der and  received  other  decorations. 

Prior  to  the  war  of  1914-18,  Colonel 
McMordie  was  a contractor  at  Niagara 
Falls  and  was  responsible  for  several  im- 
portant construction  undertakings  along 
the  Niagara  River,  later  moving  to  the 
Pacific  coast  for  the  development  of  the 
railway  terminal  town  of  Prince  Rupert 
of  which  he  became  the  mayor,  his  broth- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  23,  1939  K 


93 


On  the  Industry  "Front” 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


Unlikely  Dominion 
Will  Close  Shows 

Montreal — Motion  picture  theatres  in 
Canada  have  heard  no  hint  of  following 
the  British  example  and  closing  down.  Nor 
is  this  likely,  for  there  is  no  immediate 
probability  of  Canadian  cities  being 
bombed  by  air  raiders.  The  stringency  of 
Britain’s  air  raid  precautions,  insofar  as 
they  affect  the  theatre,  was  criticized  in 
a letter  to  the  London  Times  by  Lord 
Hugh  Cecil,  who  urged  general  reopening 
(now  in  process  of  being  accomplished) 
and  said  the  measures  against  air  raids  re- 
minded him  of  the  precautions  the  White 
Knight  took  against  mice  and  sharks. 

The  White  Knight,  in  “Alice  Through 
the  Looking  Glass,’’  carried  a mouse  trap 
and  put  anklets  on  his  horse  for  protec- 
tion against  shark  bites.  When  Alice  re- 
marked that  he  was  not  likely  to  ride 
through  sharks  or  to  find  mice  on  a horse’s 
back,  he  replied  the  precautions  were  “just 
in  case.’’ 

Lord  Hugh  added:  “It  is  not  desirable, 
especially  in  wartime,  to  encourage  indi- 
viduals to  think  too  much  about  their  own 
safety.” 


Repertory  in  Montreal 
Joins  the  Red  Cross 

Montreal — In  order  to  carry  out  its 
service  to  the  community  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage during  wartime,  the  Montreal 
Repertory  Theatre,  of  which  Martha  Allan 
is  producing  director,  has  become  officially 
affiliated  with  the  Canadian  Red  Cross, 
and  will  function  as  a unit  of  that  organi- 
zation. 

It  will  carry  out  the  regular  MRT  pro- 
gram, the  directors  feeling  “the  interests 
of  the  community  can  best  be  served  in 
that  way,  and  that  entertainment  will  be 
even  more  valuable  in  wartime  than  in 
normal  times.”  The  MRT  will  organize 
concert  parties  and  benefit  programs  for 
the  Red  Cross. 


A1  Plunkett's  “Dumbells" 

Lauded  by  Morgan-Powell 

Montreal — A1  Plunkett’s  famous  “Dum- 
bells,”  which  toured  the  war  front  during 
the  Great  War  and  afterwards  gave  per- 
formances throughout  Canada,  received  a 
tribute  from  the  Montreal  Star’s  dramatic 
critic,  S.  Morgan-Powell,  in  the  course  of 
a plea  for  keeping  the  theatres  open  in 
wartime. 

Said  Morgan-Powell:  “The  testimony  of 
scores  of  thousands  of  soldiers  on  the 
Western  Front  to  the  invaluable  services 
rendered  by  our  own  ‘Dumbells’  is  the  best 
possible  proof  of  the  desirability  and  the 
need  of  providing  both  the  soldiers  and  the 
civilians  with  plenty  of  diverting,  healthy 
entertainment  to  take  their  minds  tem- 
porarily off  the  horrors  of  war.  For  the 
present,  at  any  rate,  Canadians  will  be  as- 
sured of  ample  diversion  with  which  to 
occupy  those  hours  during  which  they  are 
legitimately  resting  from  the  toil  of  the 
day — and  they  will  be  the  better  for  it.” 

Plunkett,  organizer  of  the  “Dumbells,” 
is  a resident  of  Montreal  and  has  made  his 
“Amateur  Hour”  at  United  Amusement 
theatres  quite  popular. 


er-in-law,  H.  P.  Stevens,  becoming  mayor 
of  Niagara  Falls  at  the  same  time.  At 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  1914,  Colonel  Mc- 
Mordie  enlisted  for  overseas  service. 


Famous  Players  Staff  Not 
Yet  Affected  by  War 

Toronto  — Theatre  staffs  of  Famous 
Players  have  not  been  affected  by  enlist- 
ments in  the  Canadian  Active  Service 
Force  as  yet,  but  if  the  struggle  is  pro- 
longed there  is  a possibility  the  ranks  of 
ushers  in  various  large  theatre  may  be- 
come depleted  when  the  boys  change  the 
color  of  their  uniforms. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  only  re- 
cently, the  last  was  seen  of  girl  ushers  in 
several  of  the  circuit  houses  when  they 
were  replaced  by  males,  but  apparently  the 
tide  is  already  about  to  turn  again  with 
girls  being  engaged  as  replacements  for 
employes  who  enlist  in  the  army. 

Because  of  current  uneasiness  of  the 
people,  a number  of  Famous  Players  man- 
agers have  abolished  the  practice  of  pag- 
ing patrons  during  performances  so  that 
there  will  be  no  disturbing  of  audiences. 


Capitol,  Ottawa,  to  Fill 
In  With  Stage  Concerts 

Ottawa — Although  it  now  appears  the 
proposed  Canadian  tour  of  the  Colboume- 
Jones  Theatrical  Co.  from  England  will 
have  to  be  cancelled  because  of  the  war, 
with  tentative  dates  already  having  been 
set  in  for  a number  of  Famous  Players 
theatres,  plans  are  proceeding  for  a series 
of  stage  concerts  at  the  Capitol  Theatre 
during  the  coming  winter. 

Outstanding  of  these  events  is  the  con- 
cert of  the  New  York  Philharmonic  Or- 
chestra, under  the  baton  of  John  Bar- 
birolli, scheduled  for  December  1.  Others 
to  appear  include  Jan  Kiepura,  Polish 
opera  and  screen  tenor;  the  Joos  Euro- 
pean Ballet;  Vladimir  Horowitz,  pianist; 
Igor  Gorin,  Ukrainian  baritone,  and  Ru- 
dolf Serkin,  pianist. 

These  one-night  appearances  will  break 
into  the  regular  continuous  film  policy  of 
the  Capitol  when  occasion  arrives.  In 
view  of  the  war,  there  is  a likelihood  pa- 
triotic stage  performances  will  be  present- 
ed from  time  to  time  when  the  entertain- 
ment program  is  organized  under  the  au- 
spices of  appropriate  societies. 


Standard  Time  Returns  to 
Eastern  Canada  Sept.  24 

Toronto — The  fate  of  daylight  saving 
time  for  1939  was  settled  with  the  drawing 
up  of  a proclamation  providing  for  the  re- 
turn of  standard  time  in  a number  of 
large  eastern  Canadian  cities  on  Septem- 
ber 24,  these  including  Toronto  and  Ot- 
tawa. Some  consideration  had  been  given 
to  an  extension  of  the  summer  time  period 
as  a war  measure,  but  this  was  felt  not  to 
be  necessary. 

Daylight  saving  was  a baby  of  the  first 
Great  War  when  it  was  initiated  primar- 
ily for  the  purpose  of  conserving  electric- 


ity and  to  enable  the  use  of  as  much  nat- 
ural light  as  possible  in  industries,  but  it 
has  been  continued  throughout  the  years 
largely  for  the  benefit  of  outdoor  sport 
enthusiasts  but  to  the  disadvantage  of 
theatres  which  have  opposed  it  at  every 
opportunity. 

With  the  return  of  standard  time,  film 
exchanges  and  staffs  at  theatre  chain 
headquarters  return  to  the  six-day  v/eek 
immediately  with  the  dropping  of  the  Sat- 
urday closing  policy.  Various  cities  in 
Ontario,  such  as  Hamilton  and  Sudbury, 
returned  to  standard  time  early  in  Sep- 
tember, before  Canada  was  officially  at 
war. 


Claude  Melancon  Named 
To  Censorship  Staff 

Ottawa — A change  already  has  been 
made  in  the  censorship  staff  of  the  Ca- 
nadian government  which  was  created  un- 
der the  war  measures  act,  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  Claude  Melancon,  chief  of 
press  services  with  the  Canadian  National 
Railways,  in  succession  to  Oswald  May- 
rand,  managing  editor  of  La  Patrie, 
French-language  daily  newspaper,  to  act 
with  L.  Clare  Moyer,  clerk  of  the  Canadian 
senate,  who  was  named  to  supervise  the 
censoring  of  motion  pictures. 

Duties  of  Melancon  were  not  definitely 
announced,  but  it  is  expected  he  will  con- 
trol the  censorship  of  French  films  in  co- 
operation with  Moyer,  in  addition  to  other 
restrictive  activities. 


"Maginot  Line"  Reissue 
Attracts  in  Toronto 

Toronto — The  Hollywood  Theatre,  lead- 
ing local  film  house  of  the  Allen  chain, 
was  crowded  at  all  performances  for  one 
week  for  a program  which  included  the 
presentation  of  a reissue  of  March  of 
Time’s  “The  Maginot  Line.”  The  two 
features  on  the  bill  were  “Invitation  to 
Happiness”  and  “It’s  a Wonderful  World.” 

Original  runs  of  “The  Maginot  Line” 
some  weeks  ago  brought  scarcely  more 
than  passing  interest,  but  there  has  been 
a great  rush  for  bookings  on  a return 
basis. 


A Doubt  on  Status  of 
National  Film  Board 

Ottawa — What  has  become  of  the  na- 
tional film  board? 

This  is  the  question  which  has  been 
asked  since  Canada  went  to  war.  The 
personnel  of  the  board  was  unexpectedly 
announced  by  Hon.  W.  D.  Euler,  minister 
of  trade  and  commerce,  before  the  war 
started  after  intimation  had  been  made 
the  appointments  had  been  shelved.  Noth- 
ing further  has  been  heard  about  the 
board  since  the  rush  of  preparations  for 
hostilities  got  under  way. 

There  also  are  indications  the  special 
government  feature  picture  of  the  Royal 
Tour  will  be  further  delayed  because  of 
the  war  in  favor  of  more  pressing  govern- 
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mental  activities,  including  the  prepara- 
tion of  recruiting  and  patriotic  fund  films. 


F-P  Managers'  Bonus 
Contest  Postponed 

Toronto — ^With  startling  suddenness,  of- 
ficial announcement  has  been  made  by 
Famous  Players  of  the  decision  to  post- 
pone the  managers’  extra  bonus  contest 
for  $5,000  in  cash  prizes,  the  step  being 
taken  because  of  the  declaration  of 
hostilities. 

The  competition,  which  had  been  or- 
ganized at  the  company  convention  at 
Niagara  Falls  late  in  July  as  an  added  in- 
ducement for  theatre  promotional  work, 
was  scheduled  to  cover  a period  of  13  weeks 
from  September  1 to  November  30,  and 
had  actually  got  underway  despite  the 
European  danger  flag. 

England  declared  war  against  Germany 
three  days  after  the  bonus  drive  was 
launched  and  Canada  threw  down  the  war 
gauntlet  one  week  later,  after  which  the 
chain  executives  decided  to  call  off  the 
contest  on  the  ground  general  conditions 
had  changed  to  such  an  extent  no  basis 
for  comparison  with  the  theatre  business 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year  could  be  derived. 

Currently,  theatre  patronage  continues 
extremely  spotty  not  only  with  certain  pic- 
tures but  also  in  geographical  localities.  A 
feature  that  gets  the  crowd  in  one  situa- 
tion is  just  as  likely  to  prove  a flop  in  an- 
other. 

When  the  manager  of  one  theatre  was 
asked  about  business,  for  instance,  he  re- 
plied he  was  running  private  screenings  for 
the  staff  but  a day  or  two  later  you  could 
not  see  the  front  door  for  the  standees. 


“Beau  Geste"  Is  Again 
Withdrawn  in  Ontario 

Toronto — At  this  writing  “Beau  Geste” 
has  again  been  withdrawn  for  release  in 
Ontario  by  the  censor  board,  the  second 
approval  of  the  picture  in  as  many  weeks 
having  been  canceled  when  it  was  almost 
on  the  screen  for  its  Canadian  premiere 
at  a large  Toronto  theatre,  a substitute  fea- 
ture being  run  cold  except  for  the  fact 
that  it  had  been  given  a pre-release 
screening  at  the  Sunday  midnight  show 
during  the  Labor  Day  weekend. 

At  the  moment  there  is  no  suggestion  as 
to  when  “Beau  Geste”  will  be  presented,  if 
ever,  and  the  lobby  and  theatre  front  dis- 
plays for  the  picture  have  been  put  into 
the  storehouse. 

The  feature  had  been  withdrawn  the 
first  time  at  the  request  of  the  French 
consul,  but  no  reason  was  announced  for 
the  second  cancellation  after  further  re- 
vision. 


DeMille  Going  Ahead  With 
Film  Story  of  Mounties 

Toronto — The  war  will  not  interfere 
with  the  production  of  “The  Royal  Cana- 
dian Mounted”  by  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  it  is 
intimated  here,  but  the  expected  active 
cooperation  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mount- 
ed Police  and  the  Canadian  government 
will  be  greatly  curtailed. 

All  leave  of  absence  for  the  famous  force 
has  been  canceled  and  members  are  busily 
engaged  with  special  duties  including 
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JERRY  SHEA,  one  of  the  real  old  show- 
men of  the  Toronto  entertainment 
field,  has  once  more  tossed  his  cap  into 
the  military  ring  by  becoming  identified 
once  more  with  the  Sportsmen’s  Patriotic 
Ass’n  of  Toronto,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
to  provide  shows,  recreational  features  and 
comforts  for  the  Canadian  soldiery.  Shea 
was  a member  of  the  gallant  band  of  local 
sportsmen,  mostly  Irishmen,  who  labored 
all  through  the  years  of  the  First  Great 
War  for  the  personal  welfare  of  the  troops 
and  the  same  group  is  at  it  again. 

One  switch  has  been  made  in  the  per- 
sonnel o/  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
with  Pete  Harrison  of  the  Capitol,  St. 
Catharines,  and  Ken  Craig  of  the  Capitol 
at  Cobourg,  Ont.,  changing  places.  Harri- 
son had  been  manager  of  the  St.  Catha- 
rines’ for  so  many  years  that  he  had  begun 
to  be  regarded  as  a pioneer  resident.  Craig 
graduated  from  the  post  of  head  usher  at 
the  Toronto  Uptown  several  years  ago  and 
recently  carried  off  the  golfing  honors  at 
the  Managers’  National  Conference  at 
Niagara  Falls. 

Manager  Ted  Doney  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  has  been  called 
up  for  service  as  an  officer  in  the  Active 
Service  Force,  according  to  reports  from 
the  Canadian  Front. 

Harry  J.  Allen,  general  manager  of 
Grand  National  Films,  Ltd.,  is  experienc- 
ing a demand  for  “Grand  Illusion,”  the 
French  film,  on  the  strength  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  banned  by  both  Germany  and 
Italy  back  in  the  pre-war  days  (1939  dat- 
ing) . 

The  large  pleasure  cruiser  belonging  to 
President  N.  L.  Nathanson  of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  Corp.  may  become  an  auxil- 
iary warship,  the  vessel  being  in  the  cate- 
gory the  control  of  which  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Dominion  government.  The 
seaworthy  ship  ordinarily  carries  a crew 
of  eight  men. 

The  gossip  among  local  theatre  men  is 
that  stage  shows,  in  one  form  or  another, 
will  perform  a comeback  because  of  the 
war,  particularly  in  Canadian  cities  where 
military  camps  are  maintained.  The  wan- 
ing 16mm  film  shows  are  also  expected  to 
return  quickly  to  favor  with  portable 
equipment  being  installed  in  each  camp 
for  entertainment  and  instructional  pur- 
poses. The  stage  spectacle,  “Chu  Chin 
Chow,”  was  a great  hit  during  the  last  war 
and  there  are  prospects  that  the  film  ver- 


secret  service  work.  The  detachment  which 
performed  the  colorful  “ride”  at  the  Gol- 
den Gate  Exposition  returned  here,  for  the 
Canadian  National  Exhibition  and  carried 
out  its  engagement  at  this  fair  but,  even 
while  doing  so,  the  constables  were  busy 
with  special  investigations  in  the  Toronto 
district. 

Immediately  after  the  exhibition  here, 
the  Mounties  put  away  their  scarlet  tunics 
for  active  service  khaki  while  the  highly 
trained  equines  have  gone  into  war  es- 
tablishment. Even  the  RCMP  reserves 
have  been  called  up  and  no  constables  can 
be  loaned  for  camera  work. 


Sion  of  this  show  will  be  a popular  reissue 
locally. 

Bruce  S.  McLeod,  proprietor  of  the  King 
Theatre  at  Strathroy,  Ont.,  who  recently 
opened  a second  theatre  at  Glencoe,  has 
organized  his  holdings  into  a joint  stock 
company,  the  Middlesex  Theatres,  Ltd., 
under  the  Ontario  Companies  Act.  In  ad- 
dition to  himself,  the  directors  are  George 
C.  Lennon  and  Eric  G.  Moorhouse.  A few 
weeks  ago  he  sold  the  Elmwood  Theatre,  a 
new  suburban  house  in  London,  to  Mrs. 
L.  Marks  of  Fort  Erie. 

In  line  with  the  campaign  to  popularize 
the  Oakwood  Theatre,  a Famous  Players’ 
unit  in  northwest  Toronto,  Manager  Bob 
Eves  is  presenting  first-run  double  bills  at 
frequent  intervals  coupled  with  his  special 
exploitation.  A recent  first-run  program 
which  ran  for  one  week  was  “Stolen  Life” 
and  “Grade  Allen  Murder  Case.” 

Ken  Soble  of  Toronto,  organizer  of  stage 
units  for  theatres  throughout  Ontario  and 
also  prominent  in  radio,  has  married 
Frances  Leibel  of  Toronto,  the  marriage 
being  performed  by  Rabbi  Samuel  Sachs  at 
the  King  Edward  Hotel  in  the  presence  of 
500  guests. 

Mrs.  Frank  Fisher,  wife  of  the  Toronto 
branch  manager  of  Empire-Universal,  con- 
cluded her  series  of  conquests  on  the  ten- 
nis courts  by  being  a member  of  the  win- 
ning team  in  the  Eastern  Canadian  dou- 
bles championship  at  Ottawa  after  captur- 
ing the  singles  title. 

“The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  has  been  a 
holdover  feature  at  the  Elgin  Theatre,  Ot- 
tawa, having  been  held  for  a second  week 
by  Manager  Lloyd  Mills. 

The  Oriole  Theatre,  Toronto  neighbor- 
hood house  operated  by  26th  Century 
Theatres,  has  adopted  a new  premium 
stunt  in  the  organization  of  a Movie  Token 
Club  m which  a token  is  sold  with  an  ad- 
mission ticket  on  the  payment  of  an  addi- 
tional 07ie  cent,  this  plan  being  in  effect 
every  night  except  Saturday.  From  nine  to 
99  tokens  are  required  to  secure  a gift. 

Walter  Kennedy  has  organized  a Photo- 
Nite  Contest  for  the  Marks  Theatre, 
Oshawa,  in  which  a $50  cash  prize  is  pre- 
sented each  Wednesday  night  to  the  young 
lady  in  the  audience  whose  photograph  is 
selected  in  a draw.  If  the  lucky  person  is 
not  in  the  theatre,  a prize  of  $1  is  mailed 
to  the  winner.  Photographs  must  mea- 
sure 8x10  inches. 

President  John  Balaban  of  Param.ount 
Pictures  spent  a week  fishing  at  the 
Ament  Lodge  near  Sioux  Lookout  in  north- 
ern Ontario  and  caught  a load  of  mus- 
ellunge  weighing  from  14  to  30  pounds. 

Customers  at  Wylie’s  Lending  Library, 
Toronto,  received  handsome  book  covers 
supplied  by  Manager  A1  Sedgewick  of  the 
Belsize  Theatre  and  which  bear  advertise- 
ments regarding  the  theatre’s  policy,  per- 
formance schedule  and  price  scale. 

The  death  is  recorded  of  Frank  E.  Maul- 
som  of  Toronto,  vice-president  of  Hamil- 

( Continued  on  page  98) 
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^HE  Vancouver  branch  of  the  National 

Film  Society  of  Canada  has  issued  an 
announcement  of  its  1939-40  program  of 
showings,  which  are  to  be  screened  at  the 
Stanley  on  Sunday  afternoons.  This  is  the 
fourth  year  of  their  activity.  The  pictures 
presented  are  international,  both  British 
and  foreign,  with  many  documentary  films, 
and  English  text  where  the  sound  is  in  a 
foreign  language.  Miss  Amy  Scriven  is  the 
Stanley  manager. 

Sam  Lechtzier,  vianaging  director  of  La 
Salle  Recreations,  is  now  distributing  his 
new  seating  catalogue,  a 2i-page  hook  in 
color,  describing  the  theatre  seats  he 
handles,  and,  as  evidence  of  their  popular- 
ity, lists  35  installations. 

Ray  Castle,  Oak  Bay  Theatre,  Victoria, 
withdrew  a newsreel  showing  enemy  forti- 
fications when  the  attorney-general  drew 
his  attention  to  the  undesirability  of  such 
pictures  being  exhibited  at  this  time. 

Ivaii  Ackery,  Orpheum  Theatre,  enter- 
tained over  2,000  childreii  at  a Saturday 
morning  exhibition  of  “The  Under-Pup.” 
The  first  1,000  to  enter  were  given  an  auto- 
graphed portrait  of  Gloria  Jean,  the  new 
screen  star,  and  all  received  candy  and 
“funnies”  as  they  left.  Ivan  seems  to  enjoy 
these  children’s  jamborees  as  much  as  the 
children  do. 

Kem  McRea,  Kerrisdale  Theatre,  had  to 
turn  many  away  at  last  week’s  preview, 
which  was  “Dust  Be  My  Destiny.”  These 
mystery  previews,  at  which  the  audience 
is  in  ignorance  of  what  they  are  to  see, 
have  proven  highly  popular  at  the  Kerris- 
dale. 

Jim  Hayworth,  Rialto,  Ladysmith,  now 
has  a daughter  in  Vancouver  taking  an  ad- 
vanced commercial  course,  so  he  will  prob- 
ably he  visiting  this  city  more  frequently 
than  usual  . . . Frank  Vaughan,  Universal 
was  away  on  a trip  to  Vancouver  Island. 


Famous  Players  Moves  to 
Drop  Four  Subsidiaries 

Toronto  — Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  has  moved  for  the  surrender  of 
the  charters  for  a number  of  its  subsidiary 
theatre  companies  by  application  to  the 
lieutenant-governor  for  an  order  of  can- 
cellation. The  companies  listed  include 
Bloor  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Toronto;  Forest  Hill 
Theatre,  Ltd.,  Forest  Hill;  Paramount 
Peterboro  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Peterborough; 
and  United  Theatres,  Ltd.,  Hamilton. 

Several  of  the  theatres  involved  were 
originally  units  of  the  Allen  chain,  such 
as  the  Bloor  in  Toronto  which  was  built 
by  the  Allens  in  the  gay  post-war  years 
as  opposition  to  N.  L.  Nathanson’s  Al- 
hambra, and  the  Brady  independent  house, 
the  Madison,  these  being  located  at  the 
“hot  spot”  at  Bloor  and  Bathurst  streets. 
Famous  Players  and  the  Allens  still  jointly 
own  the  Village  Theatre  in  Forest  Hill, 
which  was  erected  in  recent  years. 

The  surrender  of  these  charters  will  not 
affect  the  operation  of  the  theatres  but 
will  serve  to  make  them  direct  units  o 
the  parent  company. 


Decide  on  Enforcement 
Of  Parking  By-Law 

Toronto — When  the  Bayview,  a unit 
of  the  O.  R.  Hanson  chain  in  the  su- 
burban Leaside  district,  did  not  secure 
a private  parking  lot  for  the  automo- 
biles of  patrons,  the  town  council  of 
Leaside  reached  the  decision  to  en- 
force the  parking  by-law  on  Bayview 
Ave.,  the'  main  thoroughfare,  which  re- 
stricts parking  on  the  pavement  to  one 
hour. 


WlllWMllPlIECG 

FRONT  page  story  in  the  Free  Press 
rounded  out  the  very  able  campaign 
conducted  by  Harold  Bishop  on  “The 
Wizard  of  Oz”  for  the  Capitol.  The  story 
praised  the  film  highly. 

After  all  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  its  showing,  and  the  film  had  been 
passed  by  the  Manitoba  censor,  “Beau 
Geste”  was  withdrawn  on  request  of  the 
French  consul,  who  thought  the  French 
foreign  legion  was  shown  in  a bad  light. 

The  John  Holden  players  have  returned 
for  their  fourth  successive  season  in  Win- 
nipeg and  remain  the  only  permanent 
stock  company  in  the  Dominion. 

A revue  company,  “Broadway  After 
Dark.”  has  been  booked  to  play  the  Bea- 
con  the  week  of  September  30. 

Vincent  Lopez  and  his  band  are  to  make 
a stand  here  shortly.  The  band  has  been 
contracted  to  take  the  place  of  Wayne 
King,  who  could  not  make  the  date. 


For  Performance — 

The  RKO  Radio  exchange  in  Calgary, 
headed  by  H.  F.  Taylor,  gets  this 
plaque  as  the  winner  of  the  George 
Schaefer  Drive.  Final  standings  were 
announced  by  Jules  Levy,  RKO  gen- 
eral sales  manager.  Substantial  cash 
awards  are  included.  Detroit,  where 
J.  Sharkey  is  branch  manager,  was 
second  in  the  drive.  C.  Boasberg’s 
Buffalo  branch  was  third. 


J^ANAGER  HARRY  MARRS  of  the  Or- 
pheum, Moose  Jaw,  pulled  a nifty  for 
the  opening  of  “Four  Feathers.”  He  issued 
a general  invitation  that  brought  the  77th 
Field  Battery,  Royal  Canadian  Artillery, 
and  the  10th  Field  Ambulance  marching 
through  the  town  to  his  showhouse,  com- 
plete with  military  band  and  all.  Moose 
Jaw  is  the  recruiting  center  for  these  two 
units  and  the  parade  was  the  first  one 
the  citizens  had  seen  since  ethe  outbreak 
of  the  war. 

Managers  Bill  Novak  of  the  Capitol  and 
Charles  Bahrynowski  of  the  Metropolitan 
teamed  in  a big  advertising  splurge  in  both 
Regina  newspapers  for  the  opening  of  the 
“1940  Movie  Season.”  The  arrival  of  cool 
weather  and  the  sudden  end  of  summer 
activities  worked  in  fine  to  bring  excellent 
boxoffice  results. 

Appointment  of  Larry  Graburn  to  the 
post  of  public  relations  counsel  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  in  Toronto  head- 
office  is  being  well  received  in  Saskatche- 
wan where  he  was  located  prior  to  going 
to  Halifax,  N.  S.  two  years  ago.  He  was 
manager  of  the  Metropolitan  and  Capitol 
theatres  in  Regina  and  was  secretary  of 
the  S.  M.  P.  A. 

The  use  of  motion  pictures  in  aerial 
reconnaissance  today,  instead  of  still 
cameras,  is  being  studied  by  recruits  to  the 
observations  divisions  of  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Air  Force.  This  has  proved  an  attrac- 
tion to  theatre  staff  members  throughout 
the  province.  New  style  aircraft,  fitted 
with  facilities  for  taking  motion  pictures, 
are  being  delivered  to  the  air  force  from 
United  States  factories.  Passing  across  the 
prairies  en  route  to  eastern  training  bases, 
they  have  created  quite  a stir. 

Hopes  of  Regina  theatremen  that  the 
ban  on  midnight  frolics  commencing  at 
the  end  of  Sunday  would  be  lifted,  es- 
pecially at  New  Year’s,  was  blasted  by  the 
Regina  city  council  again  this  week.  The 
council  refused  to  change  the  by-law  mak- 
ing it  necessary  for  theatres  to  close  on 
Saturdays  at  midnight  and  remain  closed 
until  8 a.  m.  the  following  Monday. 

Visual  Education  Progress 
Stressed  to  Teachers 

Montreal  — British  documentary  and 
educational  films  so  impressed  early  visi- 
tors to  the  British  theatre  in  the  British 
government  pavilion  at  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair  that  a separate  cinema  was 
set  up  by  a Teachers’  Ass’n  in  connection 
with  the  “School  of  Tomorrow”  to  feature 
many  of  the  educational  subjects.  Visiting 
educationalists  thus  were  enabled  to  keep 
abreast  of  British  progress  in  visual  edu- 
cation. 

In  order  that  Canadian  school  children 
who  were  unable  to  visit  the  fair,  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  many  of 
these  pictures  in  their  classrooms,  British 
Acoustic  Films,  Ltd.,  has  completed  ar- 
rangements with  the  Associated  Screen 
News,  Ltd.,  of  Montreal,  for  their  dis- 
tribution in  Canada. 
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J^OTION  PICTURE  interests  in  Quebec 
are  feeling  rather  gloomy  about  the 
outlook.  Business  has  fallen  off  since 
Canada’s  declaration  of  war,  and  even  the 
desire  to  see  war  films  has  not  brought 
attendance  up  to  normal  for  the  time  of 
the  year.  So  far  no  restrictions  have  been 
imposed  by  Dominion  censors,  and  the 
selection  of  films  at  first  run  theatres  is 
among  the  most  attractive  ever  offered. 

“Fifth  Avenue  Girl,”  with  Ginger  Rog- 
ers, is  the  bright  fare  offered  at  the  Pal- 
ace; “Dust  Be  My  Destiny”  holds  the 
screen  at  the  Capitol.  The  Princess  con- 
tinues its  crime  series  with  “Adventures  of 
Sherlock  Holmes.”  “Stanley  and  Living- 
stone” was  held  a second  week  at  Loew’s. 
The  Orpheum  concluded  four  weeks  of 
“Four  Feathers”  and  followed  that  suc- 
cess with  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “They  Shall 
Have  Music.” 

The  sparkling  French  opera,  “Louise,” 
presented  for  the  first  time  on  the  screen 
with  Grace  Moore  in  the  stellar  role, 
drew  large  crowds  of  music  lovers  to  the 
Cinema  de  Paris.  At  a time  when  the 
larger  theatres  were  playing  to  meagre 
audiences,  the  Cinema  de  Paris  was 
thronged  to  such  an  extent  that  scores  of 
patrons  at  the  evening  performances  were 
forced  to  stand  through  the  entire  run  of 
the  picture. 

Another  film  which  proved  to  have  great 
drawing  power  was  “Grand  Illusion,”  a 
French  production  with  English  sub-titles, 
shown  at  the  System,  which  held  the  pic- 
ture over  a few  days  longer  than  originally 
intended,  owing  to  the  public  demand. 
“Grand  Illusion,”  a picture  of  war  prison- 
ers, was  banned  in  Italy  and  Germany.  The 
System  is  giving  revivals  thrice  weekly. 

Attractive  programs  at  independent 
theatres  include  “Pygmalion”  at  the  Em- 
pire; “Union  Pacific”  at  the  Hollywood; 
“Prison  Without  Bars”  at  the  Laval; 
“Naughty  But  Nice”  at  the  Orleans; 
“Fisherman’s  Wharf”  at  the  Lord  Nelson. 
The  Imperial,  large  second  run  unit  of  the 
Consolidated  Theatres,  showed  “On  Bor- 
rowed Time,”  with  Lionel  Barrymore  and 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke. 

Quebec  City  theatres  showed  the  follow- 
ing feature  films:  “It’s  a Wonderful 
World;”  Cartier,  “The  Citadel;”  Empire, 
“Dodge  City,”  and  Cambrai,  “The  Saint 
Strikes  Back”  and  “The  Girl  and  the 
Gambler.” 

Montreal  office  of  RKO,  of  which  M. 
Plottel  is  manager,  was  fourth  in  the 
George  J.  Schaefer  Drive.  The  palm  was 
gained  by  the  Calgary  branch,  of  which 
H.  F.  Taylor  is  manager.  Toronto  was 
ninth. 

Memories  of  the  old  Gaiety  burlesque 
house  were  revived  by  the  return  of  flesh 
to  its  successor,  the  Mayfair,  which  is 
presenting,  in  addition  to  two  feature 
films,  “Footlight  Follies,”  with  a cast  of  30 
artists.  The  stage  shows  are  being  present- 
ed thrice  daily  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
and  twice  daily  on  week  days.  Program 
changes  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  and 


the  revue  lasts  one  hour.  G.  Brickman 
manages  the  Mayfair. 

It’s  cool  in  Saskatchewan  these  fall  eve- 
nings, and  MacLean’s  magazine  reports 
that  at  Lloydminster  in  that  province,  a 
theatre  owner  solves  the  problem  of  heat- 
ing by  trading  free  passes  to  farmers  in 
return  for  loads  of  wood  . . . Three  Famous 
Players  theatres  will  be  remodeled  and  re- 
equipped, the  Strand,  Calgary;  Metro- 
politan, Regina;  Capitol,  St.  Catharines. 

While  no  special  preparations  to  deal 
with  war  dangers  have  yet  been  called  for 
from  Montreal  theatres,  their  managers 
will  be  able  to  take  lessons  in  the  art  of 
warning  and  protecting  audiences  from 
what  is  being  done  in  Europe.  In  Paris, 
some  theatres  have  prepared  an  air  raid 
warning  on  a kind  of  gramophone  record, 
which  can  be  switched  on  to  tell  the  audi- 
ence to  leave  quietly  and  calmly.  At  the 
same  time,  it  announces  the  locations  of 
the  nearest  air  raid  shelters. 

Gloria  Jean,  child  star  of  “The  Under- 
Pup,”  who  made  a personal  appearance 
at  the  Capitol,  was  entertained  at  lunch- 
eon by  Consolidated  Theatres  and  sat  next 
to  ex-Alderman  Leon  Trepanier,  general 
manager  of  the  Montreal  Tercentenary 
Commission,  who  invited  her  to  attend  the 
Tercentenary  celebration  here  in  1942.  “In 
New  York,  you  see  the  World  of  Tomor- 
row,” he  told  her,  “but  here,  you  will  see 
the  equally  interesting  Worid  of  Yester- 
day.” Gloria  expressed  indignation  at  the 
exclusion  of  juveniles  from  theatres  in 
Quebec. 

Marcus  Loew’s  Theatres  arrears  on  the 
seven  per  cent  preferred  were  reduced  by 
declaration  of  a dividend  of  $3.50  a snare 
payaole  September  30  to  shareholders  of 
record  Septemoer  16.  Tne  declaration 
brings  the  arrears  down  to  $15.75  per  snare 
. . . Eastern  Theatres,  Ltd.,  contriouted  on 
behatf  of  Gloria  Jean  a cneque  for  $1,000 
to  tne  Toronto  Star’s  Fresn  Air  Fund.  It 
represented  the  youtnful  star’s  fee  wnich 
sne  wouia  have  received  jor  her  personal 
appearance  at  the  Imperial,  Toronto,  and 
was  endorsed,  “Love — Gloria  Jean.” 

On  Hollywood  and  the  war,  S.  Morgan- 
Poweil,  vet-eran  cridc  of  the  Montreal 
Star,  says:  “a  numper  of  Britisn  artists  in 
Hunywood  who  seiwed  2o  years  ago  nave 

Alterations  Completed  on 
The  Strand  in  Calgary 

Toronto — 'ihe  construction  department 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  has 
completed  the  rebuilding  of  the  Strand 
Theat-re,  Calgary,  which  had  been  closed 
for  some  weeks,  while  alterations  at  the 
Capitol  in  St.  Catharines,  Ont.,  have  been 
completed,  both  houses  having  been  im- 
proved throughout. 

The  circuit  has  also  an  entirely  new 
unit  in  the  opening  of  the  Vogue  Theatre 
at  Sydney,  N.  S.,  where  the  company  has 
operated  the  Capitol  Theatre  for  some 
years.  The  company  has  secured  control 
of  two  further  houses  in  Halifax,  the  Or- 
pheus and  the  Oxford. 


already  gone  back  to  the  Old  Country; 
others  are  seeking  service  with  the  Cana- 
dian forces.  Nowhere  is  there  any  sign  of 
the  slightest  hesitation.  This  is  in  accord 
with  the  age-long  tradition  of  the  theatre. 
There  will,  of  course,  be  many  actors  and 
actresses  who  will  continue  their  usual 
work  on  stage  and  screen,  but  they  also 
must  be  regarded  as  doing  their  share, 
since  the  public  will  need  amusement  just 
as  much  as  ever,  if  not  more  so.  It  is  a 
thrilling  thought,  these  grave  days,  that 
the  members  of  one  of  the  most  honored 
and  beloved  professions  are  in  the  van  for 
national  service  without  having  been  called 
upon.” 

Montreal’s  unique  Children’s  Theatre  re- 
opens its  seventh  season,  October  2,  when 
the  north  and  west  end  studios,  directed  by 
Dorothy  Davis  and  Violet  Walters,  will  be- 
gin work  for  the  fall  and  winter.  The  thea- 
tre ivas  inaugurated  by  Miss  Davis  as  a 
dramatic  school  to  give  young  people 
training  in  diction,  poise  and  deportment. 
For  three  successive  years  pupils  of  this 
school  have  taken  first  honors  in  the 
Dominion  Drama  Festival. 

L.  S.  Yuill  of  Montreal,  a former  major 
of  Princess  Patricia’s  Canadian  Light  In- 
fantry, who  was  wounded  overseas,  has 
been  named  assistant  chief  Canadian  cen- 
sor for  the  Montreal  district.  The  censors 
control  press  dispatches  as  well  as  radio 
and  film  productions  . . . “Beau  Geste”  is 
still  banned  in  Quebec,  but  has  been  re- 
leased in  Ontario  theatres  with  the  ap- 
proval of  Premier  Mitchell  Hepburn,  who 
remarked  “To  any  intelligent  person,  the 
stoi’y  is  wholly  fictitious.  I can  see  noth- 
ing objectionable  in  it.” 

A resolution  providing  for  the  winding 
up  of  Neon  Products  Investment  Corp.,  was 
passed  by  shareholders  at  a special  meet- 
ing. The  corporation  is  a holding  company 
controlling  Neon  Products  of  western  Can- 
ada through  ownership  of  28,607  common 
shares  out  of  54,836  shares  outstanding . In 
liquidating  the  holding  company,  each 
shareholder  will  be  given  shares  of  Neon 
Products  of  western  Canada  in  exchange 
for  shares  of  the  holding  company  on  a 
share  for  share  basis. 

Request  by  the  National  Association  of 
Musicians  for  reduction  of  the  municipal 
license  of  $1,000  for  night  clubs  was  re- 
fused by  the  civic  executive  committee, 
despite  the  musicians’  plea  the  heavy  tax 
forced  cabaret  owners  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  artists  in  their  orchestras  and  so 
reduced  the  chances  of  musicians  finding 
employment.  Roger  Charbonneau,  secre- 
tary, signed  the  request. 

French-Canadians  have  been  eagerly 
studying  French  newsreels  for  war  pic- 
tures. They  have  been  disappointed  to 
learn  French  troops  have  not  found  a suc- 
cessor to  the  famous  war  song  “Madelon,” 
although  the  popularity  of  that  famous 
marching  air  is  as  great  as  ever  as  can  be 
noticed  when  the  fans  join  in. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  executive  mem- 
bers of  the  Dominion  Drama  Festival  ask- 
( Continued  on  page  99; 
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Special  Levy  Fears 
Haunl  in  Toronlo 

Toronto — Even  with  the  assurance  of 
Hon.  H.  C.  Nixon,  provincial  secretary, 
that  the  Ontario  government  will  not  re- 
establish the  “war  tax”  on  theatre  admis- 
sions, some  concern  is  felt  in  Toronto  the- 
atre circles  over  the  prospect  of  some  form 
of  emergency  levy  which  will  affect  the- 
atre patronage.  The  Ontario  legislature 
has  been  called  to  a special  session  com- 
mencing September  19  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  matter  of  war  financing  will  be 
one  of  the  questions  which  will  come  be- 
fore the  lawmakers. 

To  the  Government  of  Ontario  goes  the 
credit  of  creating  the  first  war  tax  on 
tickets,  this  having  been  done  in  1916 
when  the  last  Great  War  was  at  its 
height,  the  original  levy  being  a simple 
one  cent  assessment  on  tickets  of  all  de- 
nominations and  this  was  gladly  paid  by 
patrons  as  a patriotic  contribution.  But 
the  end  of  the  Great  War  did  not  see  the 
finish  of  the  war  tax,  the  impost  being 
continued  and  increased  until  the  On- 
tario collection  finally  climbed  to  a grand 
total  in  excess  of  two  million  dollars  a 
year.  In  June,  1936,  however,  the  whole 
tax  was  abolished  by  the  present  Gov- 
ernment because  it  was  regarded  as  a 
nuisance,  according  to  Premier  M.  P.  Hep- 
burn. Its  revival  would  not  be  unexpected 
if  the  Second  Great  War  shows  signs  of 
long  duration.  This  prospect  comes  at  a 
time  when  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
had  opened  the  sale  of  book  tickets  pro- 
viding reduced  quantity  prices  which 
would  be  accepted  at  designated  theatres. 


pAUL  NATHANSON,  Toronto,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Empire-Universal,  accompanied 
by  A.  W.  Perry,  general  manager,  and 
Gerald  M.  Hoyt,  manager  for  the  Mari- 
times  and  Newfoundland,  visited  the  east- 
ern section  of  this  territory  after  several 
days’  conference  in  Saint  John. 

A.  R.  Cooper,  mmiager  of  the  Prince 
Edward  and  Capitol  theatres,  Charlotte- 
town, P.  E.  I.,  has  been  called  to  join  his 
regiment  and,  for  the  time  being,  his  posi- 
tion is  being  filled  by  F.  Gordon  Spencer 
of  Saint  John. 

The  Nova  Scotia  motion  picture  concilia- 
tion board  held  a meeting  at  Sydney,  N.  S., 
for  the  purpose  of  straightening  out  dif- 
ficulties which  had  arisen  between  exhibi- 
tors and  distributors. 

Robert  S.  Ruddick  has  arrived  at  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  to  assume 
his  duties  as  Famous  Players  district  man- 
ager for  the  Maritime  Provinces.  Larry  M. 
Graburn,  formerly  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
left  for  Toronto  immediately  after  attend- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  conciliation  board 
of  which  he  was  the  secretary. 


"Mamlock"  Plays  London 
Alter  Twice  Banned 

London  — “Professor  Mamlock,”  the 
Russian  anti-Nazi  film  which  twice  was 
banned  by  the  British  board  of  film  cen- 
sors, is  being  shown  at  the  Academy 
Theatre  by  special  license. 

“Apart  from  its  political  purpose,  we 
consider  it  an  outstanding  work  of  art  that 
should  be  seen,”  an  official  stated. 

The  film  shows  the  persecution  of  a 
Jewish  surgeon  who  is  paraded  through 
the  streets  of  a German  city,  bearing  the 
label  “Jude,”  and  is  then  recalled  to  oper- 
ate on  one  of  his  persecutors.  The  dia- 
logue is  in  Russian,  and  slight  cuts  have 
been  made  in  the  English  sub -titles  by  the 
London  county  council. 

The  British  Film  Society  first  showed 
“Professor  Mamlock”  privately  March  26, 
but  the  censors  rejected  it  then  and  again 
on  May  26.  The  licensing  committee  of 
the  council  saw  it  July  7 and  granted  a 
special  license. 


Kennedy  Buys  Equipment 
For  Esquimau  House 

Vancouver — S.  B.  Kennedy,  former  own- 
er of  the  Central,  Selkirk,  Man.,  has  been 
here  contracting  for  chairs  and  equipment 
for  his  theatre  in  Esquimalt,  B.  C.  He  is 
renovating  it  from  foundation  to  roof.  It 
will  seat  400  and  the  suggested  name  is 
Nabor.  While  here,  Kennedy  placed  ord- 
ers for  the  chairs,  carpets,  restroom  furni- 
ture and  booth  equipment  with  La  Salle 
Recreations. 

The  work  of  renovating  is  now  well  un- 
der way  and  it  is  expected  that  all  will  be 
in  readiness  for  the  opening  within  two 
months. 


Kathleen  Cronin,  Empire-Universal  bil- 
ler, stroked  her  way  through  some  stiff 
opposition  in  the  Saint  John  city  and 
district  Catholic  tennis  tourney  but  came 
out  with  a smile — and  the  ladies’  single 
crown. 

W.  W.  O.  Fenety,  proprietor  and  man- 
ager of  the  Gaiety  Theatre,  Fredericton, 
N.  B.,  is  receiving  congratulations  on  the 
opening  of  his  new  theatre,  a larger,  more 
modern  house  than  the  one  destroyed  by 
fire  several  months  ago. 

Seldom  does  a picture  receive  extended 
playing  time  in  Saint  John,  but  “Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips”  so  delighted  theatregoers  at 
the  Capitol  that  it  was  held  there  to  play 
a full  week. 

Recent  visitors  to  Filmrow  included  Earl 

D.  Nesbitt  of  the  Star  Theatre;  Edmund- 
ston,  N.  B.;  N.  W.  Mason  of  the  Academy 
and  Roseland  theatres.  New  Glasgow,  N. 
S.;  J.  E.  Butler  of  the  Imperial  Theatre, 
Moncton,  N.  B.;  M.  E.  Walker  of  the 
Gaiety  Theatre,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  and  the 
Imperial  Theatre,  Sackville,  N.  B.,  and  H. 

E.  Gates  of  the  Majestic,  Shubenacadie, 
N.  S. 
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ton  United  Theatres,  Ltd.,  which  operates 
the  Kenilworth,  Kenmore  and  Regent 
theatres  in  Hamilton,  Ont.,  as  a sub- 
sidiary of  Famous  Players.  Maulsom,  who 
was  63  years  of  age,  was  prominent  in 
local  insurance  and  financial  circles. 

Joseph  M.  Franklin  and  his  brother-in- 
law,  Meyer  Herschorn,  have  been  celebrat- 
ing the  25th  anniversary  of  their  entry  in 
the  theatre  business  in  the  Dominion,  their 
first  house  being  the  Family  in  Halifax, 
from  which  Franklin  moved  to  Ottawa  and 
thence  to  Toronto.  They  now  operate  a 
group  of  seven  theatres  in  cooperation  with 
Famous  Players. 

After  being  refitted  and  modernized,  the 
Duchess  Theatre,  Toronto,  has  reopened  as 
the  Centre  Theatre  under  the  new  man- 
agement of  Harry  Kash.  The  front  is  now 
resplendent  in  streamline  vitrolite. 

“Jamaica  Inn,”  starring  Charles  Laugh- 
ton, perhaps  one  of  the  last  big  British 
productions  in  a long  time  because  of  the 
war,  has  been  booked  into  the  Toronto 
Uptown,  ace  house  of  the  Famous  Players’ 
chain  now  under  the  able  management  of 
Fred  Trebilcock. 

Judging  by  early  indications,  “The  Beer 
Barrel  Polka”  is  destined  to  become  the 
marehmg  song  of  the  Canadian  troops  in 
the  Second  Great  War,  thus  replacing  the 
time-worn  “Tipperary.”  The  former  is  be- 
ing heard  on  Toronto  streets  as  the  regi- 
ments march  along.  Thus  far  no  protest 
has  been  heard  regarding  the  use  of  Ger- 
man classical  music  in  programs  and  pic- 
tures of  Toronto  theatres  and  over  the  air 
such  as  was  aroused  in  the  last  war. 

The  opening  of  “Wizard  of  Oz”  at  To- 
ronto Loew’s  was  featured  on  the  national 
network  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corp.  by  the  singing  of  “Over  the  Rain- 
bow” from  this  picture  by  Lucille  Cameron 
on  the  Five  Spades  sustaining  program. 

Harry  S.  Dahn,  retired  theatre  executive, 
has  returned  to  Toroiito  after  a season  of 
holidaying  and  fishing  near  Fenelon  Falls 
where  he  has  an  attractive  summer  home- 

Thomas  Scott,  pioneer  theatre  man  of 
Toronto,  has  passed  away.  He  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  late  A.  J.  Small  at  the 
Grand,  Toronto,  prior  to  the  mysterious 
disappearance  of  Small  immediately  after 
selling  his  chain  of  Ontario  theatres  to 
Trans-Canada  Theatres,  Ltd.,  for  $2,000,- 
000  cash. 


Readies  "Golden  Gloves" 

Hollywood — “Golden  Gloves,”  a story 
of  the  organization  of  amateur  prizefight- 
ing, is  being  scripted  by  Maxwell  Shane 
for  the  Harold  Hurley  production  unit  at 
Paramount. 


Start  "Grapes  of  Wrath" 

Hollywood — “The  Grapes  of  Wrath,” 
based  on  the  John  Steinbeck  book,  went 
into  production  this  week  at  20th-Pox  with 
Henry  Fonda  in  the  starring  role  and  John 
Ford  directing. 
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ing  their  opinion  regarding  suspension  of 
the  festival  for  the  period  of  the  war.  The 
Dominion  Festival  was  planned  for  Ottawa 
next  April.  It  was  held  in  London,  Ont., 
this  year,  and  Winnipeg  in  1938  . . . Thea- 
tres in  London,  England,  on  September  16 
were  permitted  to  reopen  from  10  a.  m. 
until  10  p.  m.,  except  in  the  west  end 
where  they  closed  at  6 p.  m. 

“Bill”  Wright,  manager  of  the  Monkland, 
has  set  a precedent  for  the  west  end  by 
running  a serial,  “The  Lone  Ranger.”  He 
reports  the  reaction  is  good  . . . M.  Katz, 
manager  of  the  Seville,  announces  a new 
price  policy.  In  the  future,  evening  price 
of  the  back  orchestra  and  balcony  will  be 
25  cents,  while  the  front  orchestra  will  re- 
main at  34  cents  and  loges  at  40  cents. 

Only  son  of  the  famous  Canadian  prima 
donna,  Madame  Albani-Gye,  the  Hon. 
Ernest  Frederick  Gye,  C.  M.  G.,  British 
minister  to  Venezuela,  attended  a cere- 
mony at  his  mother’s  birthplace,  Chambly 
Basin,  Que.,  when  a plaque  was  unveiled 
to  her  memory.  Her  biographer,  Helene 
Charbonneau,  performed  the  unveiling 
ceremony  and  Madame  Pauline  Donalda, 
another  Canadian  prima  donna,  deposited 
a wreath  at  the  base  of  the  plaque.  Ma- 
dame Albani,  as  Emma  Lajeunesse,  was 
born  at  Chambly  in  1847  and  made  her 
first  public  appearance  on  the  concert 
stage  in  Montreal  when  she  was  seven 
years  old.  Thereafter,  she  studied  in 
France  and  Italy  and  became  world 
famous. 


Schine  and  Majors  Win 
Answer  Date  Delay 

Buffalo — Represented  by  John  Lord 
O’Brian,  former  assistant  attorney  general 
and  gubernatorial  candidate  against 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  in  New  York  many 
years  ago,  major  distributors  and  Willard 
S.  McKay,  representing  the  Schine  cir- 
cuit, asked  for  and  were  granted  a delay 
until  October  2 on  answers  in  the  “Big 
Stick’s’’  suit  against  the  circuit  and  major 
companies.  Edward  C.  Raftery  of  O’Brien, 
Driscoll  & Raftery,  UA  attorneys,  did  not 
make  an  appearance  although  he  will 
represent  the  distributor  independently. 

Defense  counsel  asked  for  more  time, 
declaring  they  were  not  ready  on  the  six 
motions  pending.  John  J.  Doran,  assist- 
ant district  attorney,  agreed  to  the  post- 
ponement without  argument. 


Get  FWC  Plaint  Copies 
On  Special  Request 

New  York — Although  major  company 
executives  named  as  defendants  have  not 
been  served  in  the  east,  counsel  for  them 
have  received  copies  of  the  “Big  Stick’’ 
complaint  against  FWC  on  special  request. 

Considerable  attention  is  being  focused 
on  the  B&K  case  which  wound  up  this 
week  when  majors  rested  without  enter- 
ing a defense  on  the  ground  the  govern- 
ment failed  to  make  out  a case.  Both 
cases  are  identical  in  that  they  charge 
violation  of  consent  decrees. 


Montreal  Star  Critic 
Praises  NBA  Plan 

Montreal — “The  decision  of  the  Na- 
tional Educational  Ass’n  of  the  United 
States  to  supply  films  to  schools  on  a non- 
profit basis  is  one  which  will  have  con- 
siderable interest  for  other  countries,” 
comments  S.  Morgan-Powell,  veteran  film 
and  drama  critic  of  Montreal  Star.  “The 
Association,  which  composes  195.000 
teachers  and  superintendents  of  the  coun- 
try’s elementary,  secondary  and  high 
schools,  has  been  under  consideration  for 
three  years,  and  it  has  now  been  carried 
into  effect,  in  response  from  reauests  from 
teachers  all  over  the  United  States. 

“Warner  Bros.,  Loew’s,  RKO,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, Disney,  Columbia  and  Educa- 
tional Studios  are  all  participating  in  the 
plan.  Each  company  will  dispatch  its  own 
film  direct  from  its  own  laboratories.  A 
new  organization  entitled  Teaching  Film 
Custodians,  Inc.,  has  been  formed  to  handle 
bookkeeping,  the  issue  of  licenses  and 
other  routine  matters.  The  films  to  be 
used  will  be  at  least  one  year  old,  and  the 
schools  using  them  will  accept  responsi- 
bility for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  films 
will  be  available  only  in  schools  in  the 
United  States. 

Six  Main  Divisions 

“At  present  these  films  are  classified 
into  six  main  divisions,  as  follows:  Art 
and  music;  literature  and  biography;  the 
sciences;  the  social  studies,  health,  phy- 
sical education  and  recreation;  and  the 
practical  arts  and  vocations.  This  list  is 
admittedly  incomplete,  but  it  is  expected 
that  school  authorities  will  keep  reports 
and  suggest  films  not  at  present  available. 

“Mr.  Will  Hays,  in  announcing  the 
scheme,  remarked:  ‘One  way  of  preserv- 
ing their  tradition  of  liberty  in  business, 
as  well  as  personal  relationships,  is  to 
give  the  youth  of  today,  as  vividly  as 
possible,  knowledge  of  its  background  and 
antecedents.  In  such  a purpose,  the  mo- 
tion picture  makes  an  important  contri- 
bution.’ 

“The  scheme  has  many  reasons  to  com- 
mend it  to  the  attention  of  teachers 
everywhere,  and  as  there  is  already  a 
large  number  of  films  of  the  classes  men- 
tioned in  use  in  English  schools,  the  way 
would  seem  to  be  open  to  a mutual  bene- 
ficial international  exchange.  It  is  just  as 
important  that  British  youth  should  have 
a sound  knowledge  of  the  background  and 
antecedents  of  American  youth  as  it  is 
that  the  latter  should  possess  a similarly 
sound  knowledge  concerning  British  youth. 
The  screen  would  appear  to  be  an  excellent 
medium  for  communicating  such  an  un- 
derstanding to  the  younger  generation  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.” 


A Story  to  "U" 

Hollywood — Universal  has  purchased 
“The  Road  to  Romance”  from  Edwin 
Rutt.  Ken  Goldsmith  will  produce  from 
a script  being  prepared  by  Arthur  T. 
Herman. 


B.  E,  Norrish  Renamed 
By  Allied  Industries 

Montreal — Election  of  officers  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Quebec  Allied 
Theatrical  Industries,  Inc.,  held  in  the 
Mount  Royal  Hotel,  resulted  as  follows: 
President  (re-elected)  B.  E.  Norrish, 
Associated  Screen  News;  first  vice-presi- 
dent, J.  A.  de  Seve,  France  Film;  second 
vice-president,  George  Ganetakos,  United 
Amusement  Corp.;  treasurer,  E.  N.  Tabah, 
Confederation  Amusement;  managing  di- 
rector and  secretary,  Eugene  Beaulac. 

Beaulac  is  a new  appointment.  He  takes 
over  his  duties  immediately. 

Members  of  the  executive  committee 
were  chosen  as  follows:  Arthur  Hirsch, 
Consolidated  Theatres,  chairman:  George 
Ganetakos,  J.  A.  de  Seve,  T.  H.  Trow  and 
N.  N.  Lawand.  The  other  directors  elected 
were:  D.  Paquin,  C.  H.  Brock,  William  Les- 
ter, R.  P.  Robert,  Oscar  Thuot,  Leo  Cho- 
quette,  A.  E.  Gregoire,  A.  Adilman,  George 
Rotsky  and  B.  C.  Salamis. 

Futirre  activities  of  the  association  were 
discussed  and  speeches  were  made  by  Al- 
ban Janin,  B.  E.  Norrish,  J.  A.  de  Seve,  J. 
O’Loughlin,  Leo  Devaney,  Haskell  Master, 
L.  Rosenfeld,  Arthur  Hirsch,  George 
Ganetakos  and  N.  N.  Lawand. 


Ben  Goetz  Due  Soon: 
Montgomery  Back 

New  York — Ben  Goetz,  in  charge  of 
M-G-M  British  production,  is  expected 
to  arrive  on  the  Manhattan  due  shortly. 
Goetz  was  slated  to  dock  on  the  Wash- 
ington  last  week,  but  was  unable  to  se- 
cure passage. 

However,  Robert  Montgomery,  star  of 
the  suspended  “Busmen’s  Honeymoon,” 
made  the  boat  with  his  wife  and  said  on 
his  arrival,  “It  is  a relief  to  get  back.” 

Montgomery  revealed  that  the  M-G-M 
British  studios  have  been  converted  to 
headquarters  for  the  Bank  of  England 
and  the  London  stock  exchange.  Later 
the  space  will  be  used  for  food  depots,  he 
said. 

Richard  Thori>e,  who  made  the  trip  to 
direct  the  film,  said  it  was  unlikely  the 
production  would  be  made  here.  He  spent 
approximately  10  weeks  preparing  back- 
ground shots. 


Decide  British  Film  Fate 
In  Coastal  Huddle 

Hollywood — When  Richard  Thorpe  ar- 
rives from  the  east,  Louis  B.  Mayer  will 
decide  whether  or  not  M-G-M  will  resume 
production  on  “Busman’s  Honeymoon” 
here  or  drop  immediate  plans  for  the  pic- 
ture originally  intended  for  production  in 
England.  Ben  Goetz  will  also  sit  in  on  the 
conferences  which  may  decide  the  future  of 
the  production. 

There  is  some  possibility,  slight  as  it 
may  seem  in  view  of  current  circumstances, 
that  England  may  not  decide  to  relax  on 
the  quota  status.  In  such  an  eventuality, 
production  will  be  started  again.  For  the 
moment,  however,  the  fate  of  “Busman’s 
Honeymoon”  hangs  in  the  balance  and  re- 
ports of  it  being  definitely  out  are  branded 
as  erroneous  by  M-G-M  executives. 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  23,  1939 


99 


fORlUflllOn  BURtflU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

M'^r‘iS2  signs.  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

Mn'485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

M'r487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxofflce 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogranimed  mats,  rubber 

M1'495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Ti ansfor niers.  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com 
plete 

MT.'SOe  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MTr.08  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MTr>lO  Air  circulators 

MI'fill  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MTf>15  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters  MT552 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity  MT553 

MT519  Cooling  coils  MT554 

MT555 

MT556 

MT557 

MT5d8 

DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING  mt5go 


MT520 
MT521 
MT522 
MT523 
MT524 
MT525 
MTS  2 6 
MT527 
MT528 
MT529 
MT530 
MT531 
MT532 
MT533 
MT534 
MT535 
MT536 
MT537 
MT538 
MT539 
MT540 
MT541 
MT542 
MT543 
MTS  4 4 
MT545 


Architectural  service 
Decorating  service 
Seating  service 
Theatre  chairs 
Chair  covers 
Theatre  carpets 
Carpet  padding 
Rubber  matting 
Furniture,  lounge 
Wall  tiles,  interior 
Fabrics,  decorating 
Brass  railings 
Rope  railings 
Metal,  ornamental 
Mirrors 

Luminous  colors 

Ticket  booths 

Directional  signs 

Exit  boxes 

Curtain  controls 

Curtain  tracks 

Curtains,  fireproof 

Fountains,  drinking 

Fountains,  ornamental 

Rubber  seat  upholstery 

Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT561 

MT562 

MTn63 

MT564 


MT5(^9 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MT573 
MT574 
MT575 
MTS  76 
MT577 
MT.S7S 
MT579 
MT580 
MT5S1 
MTS  8 2 
MTSS3 
MTS84 
M rsss 
MT58G 
MT587 
MTS88 
MT589 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  ex'tinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 

MT551  Colored  lamps  PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MTC12  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MTG13  Disinfectants 
MTb44  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT61G  Disseminators 
MTG47  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MTG48  Air  perfumes 
MTG49  Air  sprays 
MTG50  Soap  dispensers 
MTG51  Soaps,  liquid 
MTG52  Hand  driers,  electric 
MTG53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MTG56  Plumbing  fixtures 
MTG57  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MTGGl  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTGG2  Sound  heads 

MTG63  Amplifiers 

MTG64  Pre-ami)lifiers 

MTGG5  Spealcers 

MTGGG  Rectifiers 

M T ()  G 7 Condensers 

MTGG8  Plioto-electric  cells 

MTGi)9  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  lectifier 

MTG71  Exciter  lamps 

MTG72  Baffles,  hoin 

MTG73  I,ens  assem lilies,  sound 

MTG74  Pul)lic  address  systems 

MTG75  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MTG77  Hearing  aid  systems 

MTG78  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  9-23-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

M7’592  Pi  ejectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTo96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MTGOO  Arc  regulators 

MTGOl  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MTG03  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MTG04  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MTG05  Bulbs,  rectifier 

M'l'GOG  Rlieostats,  projection 

MTG07  Motor-generators 

MTG08  Lenses,  projection 

MTG09  Lenses,  condenser 

MTGIO  Current  changers 

MTGll  Mirror  reflectors 

MTG12  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MTG14  Reels 

MTG15  Reel  alarms 

MTG16  Rewinders,  automatic 

MTG17  Change-over  devices 

MTG18  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MTG21  Film  safety  controls 

MTG22  Fire  prevention  devices 

MTG23  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MTG25  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MTG27  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MTG29  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MTG.33  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG8G  Lighting,  stage 
MT()87  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MTG89  Stage  draiiories 
MTGOO  Stage  rigging 
MTG91  Scenery,  stage 
MTG92  Footlights 
MTG93  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxofflce 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Filming  the  Navy 

20th  Century-Fox  11  Mins. 

(Adventures  of  a Newsreel  Cameraman) 

One  of  the  best  shorts  ever  to  be 
screened  about  the  navy.  Credit  for  the 
splendid  photography  goes  to  Bonny  Powell 
who  accompanied  the  fleet  during  the  ma- 
neuvers. There  are  breathtaking  shots  of 
the  ships  plowing  through  the  heavy  seas 
in  a storm.  But  the  sequence  that  tops 
them  all  is  the  one  where  the  destroyers 
come  through  the  smoke  screen  in  battle 
formation.  The  subjects  falls  easily  into 
the  category  of  timeliness  and  should  com- 
mand some  extra  exploitation. 


Boy  Meets  Joy 

Universal  (Two-Reel  Musical)  17  Mins. 

An  uninspired  presentation  of  musical 
numbers  which,  however,  boasts  of  names 
like  Joy  Hodges  and  Pinky  Tomlin.  Neither 
is  shown  to  his  or  her  best  advantage. 
The  pair  combines  to  sing  Tomlin’s  own 
composition,  “Let’s  Do  Something  About 
It.”  There  are  also  the  “Elderblooms” 
and  Lucille  Page,  eccentric  dancer.  High- 
light of  the  musical  is  a six-year-old  piano 
prodigy,  Mary  Ruth. 


Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Universal  (No.  66)  9 Mins. 

Another  edition  of  interesting  varieties 
combed  from  all  sorts  of  places.  The  reel 
opens  with  a clip  about  a fisherman  whose 
doctor  forbids  him  to  go  fishing,  so  instead, 
he  has  gathered  finest  collection  of  fish- 
ing paraphernalia.  Then  there  is  a minia- 
ture circus,  a woman  who  collects  material 
on  President  Roosevelt;  a tame  squall  and 
a chap  who  does  amazing  things  with  his 
mouth. 


Life  Begins  for  Andy  Panda 

Universal  (Lantz  Cartune)  8^/2  Mins. 

The  Pandas  have  a son  and  they  name 
him  Andy.  Andy  is  cute,  but  unfortunate- 
ly the  cartoon  fails  to  project  its  main 
character  with  any  degree  of  originality  of 
humor.  Most  of  the  action  concerns  itself 
with  Andy’s  attempts  to  learn  what  goes 
on  in  the  outside  world  and  his  adventures 
with  the  panda  hunters. 


SnuHy's  Party 

Universal  (Lantz  Cartune)  7 Mins. 

This  cartoon  depicting  Snuffy  Skunk’s 
birthday  party,  gas  masks  and  all,  is  below 
average.  Snuffy  saves  his  guests  when 
the  dam  breaks  and  then  is  welcomed  to 
his  own  party. 


Silly  Superstition 

Universal  (Lantz  Cartune)  7 Mins. 

Little  Blackball  tries  to  convince  his  dog 
that  it  is  foolish  to  be  superstitious  even 
though  it  is  Friday  the  thirteenth.  What 
transpires  is  meagre  program  fare. 


€HORT 

THE  WEEK 


Vyvyan  Donner's  Fash- 
ion Forecast 

20th  Century-Fox  10  Minutes 

Eye-caressing  is  the  word  for  these 
handsome  fashion  forecasts  in  Techni- 
color which  Vyvyan  Donner  assem- 
bles with  such  good  taste.  The  fall 
styles  for  furs,  gowns  and  hats  are 
smartly  presented  and  will  have  the 
women  ga-ga.  As  for  the  models.  Miss 
Donner  has  wisely  selected  the  most 
beautiful.  Consequently,  the  camera 
presents  a parade  of  feminine  pulchri- 
tude that  is  something  to  see.  Back- 
grounds are  most  effective  for  the  mink 
and  tweed-clad  beauties  and  the 
haughty  damsels  in  evening  clothes. 
Also,  for  the  girls  who  wear  the  new- 
est creations  in  milady's  hats.  In  the 
reel,  there  are  originals  by  Schiaparelli, 
Lanvin,  Rouff  and  others.  Not  to  be 
overlooked  is  Ilka  Chase's  witty  and 
sophisticated  description.  A refresh- 
ing departure  from  the  usual  bromides 
about  women's  clothes. 


Monkeys  Is  the  Cwaziest 
People 

20th  Century-Fox  10  Mins. 

(Lew  Lehr’s  Dribble-Puss  Parade) 

Lew  Lehr  invades  the  simian  world  and 
the  result  is  a hilarious  reel  about  mon- 
keys. Lehr  draws  deadly  parallels  as  the 
reel  progresses  and  audiences  will  enjoy 
the  sequences  that  do  much  to  make  one 
regard  Darwin  in  a different  light.  A 
combination  of  Lehr  and  monkeys  is  good 
for  guffaws. 

Series  of  "Penrod"  Shorts 
Added  to  WB  Agenda 

Hollywood — A series  of  shorts  based  on 
Booth  Tarkington’s  “Penrod”  has  been 
added  to  Warner’s  1939-40  program.  The 
two-reelers  will  be  produced  by  Gordon 
Hollingshead,  who  has  assigned  Dean 
Franklin  to  script  the  first,  which  rolls  in 
about  three  weeks.  Cast  has  not  been  lined 
up  as  yet. 


The  Violin 

French  Cinema  Center  10  Mins. 

Being  a lover  of  music  is  not  necessarily 
a requisite  for  enjoyment  of  this  short. 
Although  the  footage  is  undertoned  with 
outstanding  interludes  from  some  of  the 
great  classics  and  Jacques  Thibaut,  emi- 
nent virtuoso,  plays  Granado’s  Dance  No. 
4,  most  of  the  reel  deals  with  the  various 
stages  in  the  construction  of  stringed  in- 
struments as  practiced  by  veteran  French- 
men. In  all  respects,  it  is  an  interesting 
and  delightful  subject. 


Man-Made  Jungle 

Universal  (Going  Places — No.  66)  9 Mins. 

A visit  to  a jungle  garden  in  Florida 
started  as  a hobby  by  two  business  men 
and  now  is  a place  for  tourists  to  visit. 
Rare  tropical  plants  bloom  there  and 
all  kinds  of  exotic  plants  throng  the  prem- 
ises. 'There  is  an  assortment  of  monkeys 
whose  amusing  antics  should  bring  chortles 
of  glee  from  the  audience. 


NE  W SR  EELS 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBEK  13 

-Movietone  Nens,  No.  1;  Canada  enters  the  war; 
America  guards  her  peace;  Miss  America  crowned 
at  Atlantic  City;  Giants  beat  eastern  All-Stars; 
training  starts  at  V.)artmouth ; Army  and  Notre 
1 )ame. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  303:  Action  on  western 
front;  Canada  joins  conflict;  U.  S.  defends  neu- 
trahty;  flood  submerges  war  in  Far  East;  Miss 
Arri' rica  picked;  Notre  Dame  and  Dartmouth  start 
tra  ■ ing. 

l*n‘ amount  News,  No.  4:  London  and  Paris  take 
air-raid  precautions;  scenes  of  Athenia  survivors 
in  Scotland;  Notre  Dame,  Army  and  Tennessee 
start  football  practice;  Giants  beat  eastern  All- 
Stars. 

IIKO  Pathe  News,  No.  !(>:  Red  Cross  organizes 
in  Poland;  the  European  war;  Nazi  and  Allied 
ships  flee  open  seas;  Ickes  warns  against  profiteer- 
ing; bike  race;  Army  and  Notre  Dame  start  foot- 
ball practice;  Giants  beat  eastern  All-Stars;  Mary 
Pickford  queen  of  tobacco  fete. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  805:  Warsaw  resists 
Nazi  thrust;  Canada  declares  war;  U.  S.  army 
l)lanes  in  mass  flight;  big  tanks  aid  French  ad- 
vance; Panama  defenses  reinforced;  Miss  America 
lucked;  Notre  Dame  and  Army  start  football  prac- 
tice; bike  race. 

THiniSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  14 

Movietone  News,  No.  2:  Senate  ready  for  neu- 
trality battle;  scenes  of  the  Athenia  survivors; 
Squalus  raised;  new  fur  fashions;  Navy  starts 
football  practice;  boxing  and  wrestling  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  304:  Athenia  survivors  ar- 
rive in  America;  German  U-boat  ra'ders  filmed 
in  action;  Congress  debates  ncutralitv;  Pershing 
celebrates  79th  birtliday;  Squalus  raised;  i)review 
of  19o0  football  strategy. 

Paramount  News,  No.  5:  International  life  l)oat 
competition  in  New  York  harbor;  Navv  squad 
.starts  practice;  Siiualus  raised;  Athena  suivlxors 
arri^■e;  T^.  S.  on  the  alert. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  17:  Athenia  survivors  ar- 
rive; Pershing  urges  preparedness;  Squalus  raised; 
Senate  ready  for  neutrality  battle;  G'nger  Rogers 
“signs  name”  in  cement;  Navy  squad  starts  grid 
practice;  polo  stars  in  preview. 

Utiiversal  Newsreel,  No.  80G:  Roosevelt  calls 
special  session;  Athenia  survivors;  tanks  entrain 
in  re(’ord  time;  giant  blast  speeds  new  dam;  Jan 
goodwill  fliers  arrive;  machine  speeds  tomato 
picking;  Italian  liner  risks  ocean  trip;  logging- 
drive  starts;  Indians  get  salmon  by  ton. 
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Columbia 

Clouds  Over  Europe 

Too  much  dialogue  to  please  American 
audiences.  However,  title  so  timely  that 
above  average  business  was  had  for  mid- 
week date.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  OK.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  256. — L.  E.  Saraker, 
Star  Theatre,  Stayton,  Ore. 

First  National 

Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy 

A good  title  with  all  the  war  talk  going  on. 
Adults  liked  it  fine.  Kids  no  bet.  Step  on  it 
as  a picture  every  good  American  should 
see.  Did  a good  Sunday-Monday  boxoffice 
with  it.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  35-25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  550.  Capacity: 
225. — Earl  Smith,  Minturn  Theatre,  Minturn, 
Colo. 

Dark  Victory 

A very  heavy  picture  and  a very  good  one. 
Business  above  average.  Admission:  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  '1,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — H.  S.  Coulter,  Rio  Theatre, 
Meeker,  Colo. 

Dark  Victory 

Acting  O.  K.  Not  the  kind  for  small  towns. 
Should  make  near  top  for  best  ten.  Sun.,  Mon, 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  500.  Capacity:  250. — 
H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo,  Kas. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

Good  for  adults  as  well  as  youngsters.  Pa- 
trons well  pleased.  Step  on  this  one.  Good 
draw.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
35-25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  550. 
Capacity:  225. — Earl  Smith,  Minturn  Theatre, 
Minturn,  Colo. 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare 

Good  for  almost  any  date  or  spot,  but  not 
quite  the  draw  of  "Young  Dr.  Kildare."  Below 
average  receipts.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Hot. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — E.  B.  Wacas- 
ter,  Ozark  Theatre,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare 

These  are  a very  fine  series.  The  only 
thing  wrong  is  the  similarity  in  titles.  1 
have  a hard  time  convincing  my  patrons  each 
picture  is  a new  one.  They  figure  I am  hav- 
ing a repeat  showing.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20.  Capacity:  668. 
— Frank  Elocher,  Kimbark  Theatre,  Chicago. 

Honolulu 

Fair  picture.  Patrons  a little  disappointed, 
expected  more  of  the  islands.  Was  too  long 
in  getting  there.  Just  so-so.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
V/eather:  Rain.  Admission:  35-25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  550.  Capacity:  225. — 
Earl  Smith,  Minturn  Theatre,  Minturn,  Colo. 

Lady  of  the  Tropics 

Fair  picture.  Would  book  where  they  go 
for  Taylor.  Patrons  that  once  liked  him  now 
don't  care  for  him.  Lamarr  is  swell  and  did 
a fine  job.  Played  Fri.,  Sat.,  but  would  be 
better  on  Sunday  change.  Weather:  Hot.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 


A7i  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
me7it.  Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Boxof- 
fice, 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Ka7isas  City,  Mo. 


900.  Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick,  Homer 
Theatre,  Homer,  111. 

Lucky  Night 

Not  much  of  a drawing  card  considering 
the  two  s.tars  in  it.  The  story  was  very  trite, 
and  my  theatre  was  very  empty.  Audience 
reaction  very  poor.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  20.  Capacity:  668. — Frank  Blocher, 
Kimbark  Theatre,  Chicago. 

Mutiny  on  the  Bounty  (reissue) 

The  majority  of  patrons  saw  before  and  en- 
joyed it  again.  Business  good.  Sun.,  Mon. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. 
— L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth, 
Minn. 

On  Borrowed  Time 

Those  who  came  were  satisfied,  but  not 
enough  came.  Watson  and  Barrymore  did  a 
fine  job  for  their  ports.  Some  critics  call  this 
a great  picture.  1 call  it  jus,t  fair.  Too  much 
of  a fantastic  story.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cool. 
Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 900.  Capacity:  300. — Logan  Hedrick, 
Homer  Theatre,  Homer,  111. 

Pygmalion 

Another  in  the  strictly  A class  picture.  All 
the  Howard  fans  will  turn  out  for  this  one. 
Confidentially,  1 thought  it  a little  screwy. 
Audience  reaction:  A lot  better  than  mine. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20. 
General  patronage.  Capacity:  668. — Frank 
Blocher,  Kimbark  Theatre,  Chicago. 

Rose  Marie  (reissue) 

This  is  the  third  of  the  reissues  we  played 
on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  did  top  busi- 
ness. Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  15-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Capacity: 
600. — L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth, 
Minn. 

San  Francisco  (reissue) 

Reissued  at  a proper  time  and  we  did  bet- 
ter than  average  Sunday,  Monday  business. 
A swell  picture.  Jeanette  MacDonald  and 
Clark  Gable  are  both  good  draws.  Weather: 
Warm.  Admission:  15-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — L.  J.  Bou- 
dreau, Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

Sergeant  Madden 

A good  picture.  Beery  always  pulls  a 
crowd  here.  Admission:  25-10.  General  pa- 
tronage. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — H. 
S.  Coulter,  Rio  Theatre,  Meeker,  Colo. 

Within  the  Law 

Short,  but  patrons  gave  evidence  of  satis- 
faction. No  boxoffice.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Population:  800.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark  Theatre, 
Ozark,  Ark. 

Monogram 

Streets  of  New  York 

Monogram  con  make  good  pictures,  but 


why  a gangster  story  should  rate  a high 
bracket  is  a puzzle  to  me.  Some  patrons 
didn't  care  for  it,  but  pleased  most  of  them. 
Story  was  draggy  in  spots,  but  good  acting 
made  it  up.  Business  average  on  publicity 
buildup  by  Minnesota  Theatre,  opening  with 
this  picture.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Cool.  Ad- 
mission: 15-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 7,500.  Capacity:  600. — L.  J.  Boudreau, 
Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

Stunt  Pilot 

Much  better  than  "Mystery  Plane"  with 
Tailspin  Tommy.  Several  praised  this  picture, 
and  I believe  the  Tailspin  Tommys  have  a 
bright  future.  Played  Tuesday  with  Cash  Nite. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — 
L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

Wanted  by  Scotland  Yard 

Hi  s,ay  there  Chappie,  if  your  patrons  go 
for  British,  book  it.  Played  on  Cash  Nite.  Not 
so  hot.  Story  is  pretty  slow.  Tues.  Weather: 
Warm.  Admission:  15-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — L.  J.  Bou- 
dreau, Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

Paramount 

Invitation  to  Life 

This  picture  died  for  me  at  the  BO.  Person- 
ally 1 didn't  like  it.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — 

H.  S.  Coulter,  Rio  Theatre,  Meeker,  Colo. 

Island  of  Lost  Men 

Excellent  and  one  any  exhibitor  can  use 
on  the  weekend  where  action  and  thrills  are 
in  demand.  Doubled  this  picture  with 
"Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case."  Made  a very 
good  evening's  entertainment.  Our  audience 
liked  it.  So  will  youra.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Warm.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage.  Population:  1,150.  Capacity: 
250. — Jack  Berglin,  Rialto  Theatre,  Walkerton, 
Ind. 

Midnight 

Didn't  see  this  picture  myself,  the  help 
said  it  was  fair,  comments  were  good,  but 
it  did  not  do  the  business  expected.  Admis- 
sion: 35-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 

I, 100.  Capacity:  250. — H.  S.  Coulter,  Rio  Thea- 
tre, Meeker,  Colo. 

Our  Leading  Citizen 

Paramount  is  trying  to  make  a Will  Rogers 
out  of  Bob  Burns  and  can't  put  him  over.  I let 
Paramount  cancel  "Man  About  Town"  and 
substitute  this  and  got  atung.  I prefer  Bob 
Burns  and  Martha  Raye.  They're  O.  K.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  900.  Capacity:  300. — 
Logan  Hedrick,  Homer  Theatre,  Homer,  111. 

Silver  on  the  Sage 

Good  Hopalong.  Boyd  a western  favorite 
here.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission: 
20-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  500. 
Capacity:  250. — H.  L.  Hyde,  Cozy  Theatre, 
Geneseo,  Kas. 

Union  Pacific 

Tops  everywhere  in  small  town.  No  fault 
except  possibly  a little  long.  Business  below 
average,  but  don't  attribute  that  to  the  pic- 
ture. Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Hot.  Admisr 
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sion;  25-10.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — 
E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark  Theatre,  Ozark,  Ark. 

RKO  Radio 

Bachelor  Mother 

A comedy  of  all  comedies.  One  of  the 
year's  best.  Give  it  your  best  playing  time. 
A picture  that  keeps  your  patrons  amused — 
and  a smile  on  their  faces  when  they  come 
out.  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Very  hot. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,150.  Capacity:  250. 
— Jack  Berglin,  Rialto  Theatre,  Walkerton,  Ind. 

Fisherman's  Wharf 

Bobby  Breen  is  a "has  breen"  here.  Picture 
just  makes  program  grade.  Admission:  15-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  2,600.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — J.  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Thea- 
tre, Clarendon,  Ark. 

Five  Came  Back 

Trailer  for  this  entertaining  feature  had 
real  selling  value.  Played  to  above  average 
midweek  single  billing.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
OK.  Admisson:  25-10.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  256. — 
L.  E.  Saraker,  Star  Theatre,  Stayton,  Ore. 

Republic 

Man  of  Conquest 

One  great  big  action  picture  that  is  really 
good  for  the  school  kids  for  a history  lesson. 
Enjoyed  by  those  who  saw  it.  OK  if  you 
haven't  played  too  many  westerns.  Thurs., 
Fri.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250. 
— Frank  D.  Fowler,  Princess  Theatre,  Mocks- 
ville,  N.  C. 

My  Wife's  Relatives 

Those  Higgins  Family  pictures  are  coming 
to  a sure  thing.  Good  in  every  way.  Played 
Friday  and  Saturday  with  amateur  vaude- 
ville on  Friday.  Weather:  Cool.  Admission: 
15-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  7,500. 
Capacity:  600. — L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre, 
Eveleth,  Minn. 

Rough  Riders  Roundup 

A darn  good  shoot-em-up  Roy  Rogers  is, 
tops  here  and  a money-maker.  Played  Friday, 
Saturday.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  15-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 600. — L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre, 
Eveleth,  Minn. 

Woman  Doctor 

A very  good  picture  that  pleased  every 
patron,  but  lacks  drawing  power.  Film  rental 
too  high  in  comparison  to  boxoffice  take. 
Played  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  7,500.  Capacity:  600. — 
L.  J.  Boudreau,  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

Picture  fair.  My  patrons  have  los.t  their  de- 
sire to  see  these  Chan  pictures.  Gland  was 
their  favorite  s,tar  for  the  Chon  character. 
Audience  reaction:  Fair.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  20.  Capacity:  668. — Frank 
Blocher,  Kimbark  Theatre,  Chicago. 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

Lots  of  laughs  from  a drunken-driver 
sequence,  but  our  opinion  is  that  a producer 
stoops  pretty  low  in  giving  screen  favor  to 
this  sort  of  stuff.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  OK. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  and  small  town 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  256. — 
L.  E.  Saraker,  Star  Theatre,  Stayton,  Ore. 


Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 

A very  good  Jones  Family  picture.  These 
are  small  town  naturals.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Warm.  Admission:  20-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  500.  Capacity:  250. — H.  L.  Hyde, 
Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo,  Kas. 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

Good,  but  lacks  something  to  make  the  top 
brackets.  Not  an  "Alexander,"  but  Alice  Faye 
is  tops  in  spite  of  her  working  her  face  over- 
time. Business,  poor.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Population: 
800.  Capacity:  250. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark 
Theatre,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

A great  picture,  wonderful  acting,  but  no 
boxoffice  appeal.  Those  who  did  come  said 
"give  us  more  like  this."  Tues.,  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20.  General  patron- 
age. Capacity:  668. — Frank  Blocher,  Kimbark 
Theatre,  Chicago, 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

Good  entertainment.  People  are  getting 
tired  of  these  historicals.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  20-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  500.  Capacity:  250. — H.  L.  Hyde, 
Cozy  Theatre,  Geneseo,  Kas. 

Young  Mr.  Lincoln 

I can't  figure  out  why  this  picture  flopped 
on  me.  This  is  strictly  a picture  everyone 
should  have  seen.  Fonda  at  his  best.  A great 
picture  all  the  way  through.  Audience  com- 
ment: Swell.  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Fair. 
Admission:  20.  Capacity:  668. — Frank  Blocher, 
Kimbark  Theatre,  Chicago. 

United  Artists 

Captain  Fury 

It  may  be  a good  picture  but  played  it 
after  "Dodge  City"  and  "Union  Pacific"  and 
my  patrons  thought  it  was  pretty  weak.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,100.  Capacity:  250. — H.  S.  Coulter,  Rio 
Theatre,  Meeker,  Colo. 

Prison  Without  Bars 

A fair  picture  if  you  can  get  them  in. 
Played  it  on  cash  night  and  all  my  patrons 
seemed  satisfied.  However  it  is  allocated  too 
high.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — H.  S.  Coul- 
ter, Rio  Theatre,  Meeker,  Colo. 

Warner  Bros, 

Hell's  Kitchen 

Very  good  picture.  Was  well  liked  by  the 
audience.  Did  very  well  with  these  "Dead 
End  Kids"  as  they  also  keep  the  audience 
amused.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Warm.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  and  rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,150.  Capacity:  250. — Jack  Berg- 
lin, Rialto  Theatre,  Walkerton,  Ind. 

Hell's  Kitchen 

This  one  brought  them  in  from  the  country- 
side. Enjoyed  by  all.  Dead  Enders  did  a swell 
job.  Saturday.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — Frank  D.  Fowler,  Princess  Thea- 
tre, Mocksville,  N.  C, 

Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor 

This  is  one  good  series  from  Warner.  True 
in  every-day  life.  Kennedy  does  a good  job 
as  a stooge.  Give  us  more  program  pictures 
like  this  one,  Warner  Bros.  Monday.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  250. — Frank  D. 
Fowler,  Princess,  Theatre,  Mocksville,  N.  C. 


TRUE  STORIES  FROM  ALTEC  FILES 


O.  A.  KAFER 
Manager, 

Masonic  Theatre, 

New  Bern,  N.  C. 

Sound,  Acoustics, 
“Periscope,  ” Aid 
Oldest  U.  S.  House 


NEW  BERN,  NORTH  CAROLINA— "With  the 
exception  of  three  years  during  the  civil 
war,  our  theatre,  the  oldest  in  America,  has 
been  in  continuous  operation  since  1812,” 
said  O.  A.  Kafer,  manager  of  the  Masonic 
Theatre  here.  "We  also  have  one  of  the  old- 
est sound  equipments  in  use. 

"The  new  Altec  modification  plan,  ap- 
plied to  our  sound  system  in  the  last  few 
months,  has  brought  about  a very  noticeable 
improvement  in  the  high  and  low  frequen- 
cies, and  we  notice  a new  clarity  in  both 
music  and  voice. 

"When  we  remodeled  our  auditorium 
recently,  our  Altec  inspector,  M.  F.  Harrod, 
gave  us  invaluable  assistance,  in  planning 
the  proper  acoustical  treatment,  lighting  ef- 
fects and  wiring  changes. 

"Also,  the  observation  port  holes  in  the 
projection  room  are  only  30  inches  from  the 
floor.  Harrod  designed  a periscope  consist- 
ing of  a system  of  mirrors,  which  permits 
a full  view  of  the  screen  at  standing  height 
for  our  projectionists.” 

• • • 

Without  obligation  to  yourself,  the  Altec  in- 
spector in  your  vicinity  will  gladly  explain  how 
the  quality  of  sound  reproduction  from  the 
equipment  now  in  your  theatre  can  be  improved. 
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PRACTICALIDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


^QlLln^  SQat6 

Profitably,  A.  N.  Miles  Puts 
Eminence  on  Silver  Screen 


Eminence,  Ky. — Fun-Town  News,  a 
monthly  newsreel  filmed  by  A.  N.  Miles, 
amateur  cameraman  and  owner-manager 
of  the  new  Eminence  Theatre,  has  be- 
come a most  popular  feature  here. 

Subject  matter  is  the  daily  life  of  the 
people  of  Eminence — weddings,  parties, 
picnics,  anything  that  shows  Eminence  to 
Eminence.  It’s  the  home-type  film  adapt- 
ed to  community  size. 

Miles  makes  the  pictures,  writes  the 
blurbs  and  projects  the  films  each  month. 

The  first  concerned  dogs  and  other  pets 
of  the  community.  It  was  an  instantaneous 
success.  That  was  two  years  ago.  Today 
Fim-Town  News  is  a first-class  feature. 

Miles  has  had  a lot  of  ideas  in  his 
time  and  most  of  them  must  have  been 
good  when  one  considers  he’s  been  in  the 
business  here  quite  some  time. 

For  instance,  when  sound  arrived.  Miles 
had  not  the  wherewithal  to  put  out  thou- 
sands of  dollars  for  equipment  in  a town 
of  1,500  population,  but  that  didn’t  stop 
him.  He  made  a special  trip  to  the  Strand 
in  Louisville — one  of  the  first  theatres  in 
the  country  equipped  with  sound — and 
looked  over  the  equipment. 

Built  Own  Sound  System 

Back  home  he  came,  got  out  his  saws 
and  hammers  and  built  satisfactory  turn- 
tables for  the  huge  records  which  carried 
the  sound  before  it  was  recorded  on  the 
film  track. 

Into  his  homemade  mechanism  went  the 
real  end  of  a Model  T Ford,  an  automo- 
bile flywheel  and  other  odds  and  ends. 
The  apparatus  worked  and  served  Emi- 
nence until  money  was  available  for  bet- 
ter equipment. 

Betty  MUes,  his  wife,  is  bookkeeper  for 
the  firm,  and  she  can  tell  you  in  black 
and  white  just  how  Eminence  likes  its 
pictures. 

The  sophisticated  films  that  go  over 
with  a bang  in  big  cities,  she  says,  are 
just  so  much  red  ink  in  Eminence.  'The 
fans  there  like  Gene  Autry,  Tarzan  and 
the  good  old  homey  stuff. 

Once  in  a while,  especially  after  Autry 
or  some  other  equally  good  drawing  card 
has  built  up  a boxoffice  reserve.  Miles 
books  a “big-city”  picture. 

Miles  always  has  been  quick  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  new  things.  When  radio  was 
in  diapers,  MUes  was  first  in  Eminence  to 
get  a receiving  set.  All  Eminence  was 
curious  to  see  and  hear  the  thing,  so  he 
cashed  in  on  their  curiosity.  He  set  the 
outfit  up  in  his  theatre,  announced  a radio 
concert  at  10  cents  a head  and  almost 
filled  the  house. 

MUes  has  been  through  the  movie  mill, 
so  to  speak.  He  hasn’t  made  a fortune, 
but  he’s  had  a lot  of  fun  in  the  business. 

Proudest  moment  of  his  life  was  when 
his  new  theatre — modern  in  every  way — 


His  Ideas  Click — 

A.  N.  Miles,  exhibitor,  photographer, 
decorator,  mechanic  aiid  generally 
useful  around  and  to  his  Eminence 
Theatre  at  Eminence,  Ky.  More  about 
him  and  his  work  in  the  accompany- 
ing article. 


was  opened  last  spring.  In  this,  as  in  all 
other  things.  Miles  had  to  dig  into  the 
work. 


"Child  Is  Born"  Publicity 
Hitches  to  Parents'  Week 

New  York — Warner’s  press  book  on  “A 
Child  Is  Born”  is  cleverly  designed  to  aid 
in  tying  in  with  “National  Parenthood 
Week”  sponsored  by  Parents  magazine  the 
week  of  October  23-29. 

Chief  among  the  ideas  stressed  in  the 
exploitation  is  a promotion  involving  the 
honoring  of  the  local  doctor  who  has  done 
most  for  motherhood.  ’This  is  created 
to  lend  importance  and  dignity  to  the 
showing  and  to  aid  in  securing  newspaper 
and  radio  breaks. 

'The  campaign  also  devotes  a full  page 
to  the  promotion  of  a local  Baby  Week, 
with  a rough  layout  for  a dealer  co-op 
page  of  advertising.  The  latter  idea  can 
also  be  used  to  promote  advertising  for 
space  on  the  herald  available  on  the  film. 

Another  good  stunt  is  having  the  man- 
ager deposit  a dollar  to  the  account  of 
each  baby  born  the  day  the  picture  opens. 
This  should  gain  a great  deal  of  goodwill. 

Vessel  Replicas  Crossing 
Country  for  "Rulers" 

New  York — A Hollywood  caravan  is  on 
what  is  probably  one  of  the  strangest  sea- 
going treks  that  ever  crossed  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  It  is  all  part  of  Paramount’s 
campaign  on  “Rulers  of  the  Sea.” 

Prominent  film  players  are  accompany- 
ing two  large  replicas  of  trans-Atlantic 
vessels  on  the  8,500  mile  two-month  tour 
of  the  United  States. 

The  two  vessels,  quarter  scale  models  of 
ships  used  in  the  film,  are  “Rulers  of  the 
Sea”  and  “Dog  Star.”  Both  models  are 
traveling  on  specially  built  truck  and  trail- 
er units.  'The  four  contract  players  ac- 
companying the  caravan  are  Ruth  Rogers, 
Kathleen  McCormack,  Kay  Stewart  and 
Jean  Phillips. 


Blankets  for  the  "Marshal" — 

How  the  Metropolitan  in  Regina,  Sask.,  exploited  “Frontier  Marshal”  via 
window  tieups,  an  attention-getter  that  is  credited  with  booming  business 
appreciably. 
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Columbia 

A Women  Is  the  Jadgre.  .9025. . (60) Jaly  10 

Drama.  A woman  Judge  finds  the  girl  being 
tried  for  murder  is  her  daughter  who  disap- 
peared with  her  husband  17  years  ago,  and 
resigns  her  post  to  defend  the  girl.  Frieda 
Inescort.  Otto  Kruger,  Rochelle  Hudson.  Di- 
rector: Nick  Grinde. 

Awful  Truth,  The.  .1072. . (92) . .reissue June  15 

Comedy.  A gay  succession  of  events  begin  roll- 
ing w'hen  hubby  steps  out  on  his  wife,  but  ob- 
jects when  she  retaliates  in  like  manner.  Irene 
Dunne.  Cary  Grant,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director: 
Leo  McCarey. 

Behind  Prison  Gates.  .9033. . (62) July  28 

Melodrama.  A detective,  posing  as  a criminal, 
barely  escapes  with  his  life  when  he  enters  a 
prison  in  the  endeavor  to  track  down  his  bank 
robber  quarry.  Brian  Donlevy,  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Joseph  Crehan.  Director:  Charles  Bar- 
ton. 

Blind  Alley.  .9016.  .(71)  May  11 

Artion  Drama.  A killer  escapes  from  prison, 
and  he  and  his  gang  take  refuge  In  the  home 
of  a psychology  professor,  where  the  latter 
attempts  to  analyze  the  fugitive.  Chester  Mor- 
ris, Ralph  Bellamy,  Ann  Dvorak.  Director: 
Charles  Vidor. 

Blomtie  Meets  the  Boss.  .9009.  .(70) Mar.  8 

Comedy.  Sequel  to  “Blondle,”  In  which  Dag- 
wood,  cheated  out  of  a vacation,  resigns,  but 
finds  himself  doing  housework  when  Blondie, 
who  tries  to  get  him  his  job  back,  winds  up  by 
taking  the  job  herself.  Penny  Singleton.  Arthur 
Lake.  Larry  Simms.  Director:  Frank  Strayer. 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation.  .9010.  . (68) July  20 

Comedy.  The  Bumsteads  finds  themselves  up 
to  their  necks  In  complications  when  they  set 
out  to  save  a hotel  they  want  to  stay  in,  from 
bankruptcy,  Arthur  Lake,  Penny  Singleton. 
Director:  Frank  Strayer. 

Clouds  Over  Europe  (formerly  “Q”  Planes) 

9012.  .(79)  June  20 

Action  Drama.  Scotland  Yard  is  called  upon  to 
solve  the  disappearance  of  secret  planes,  and 
uncovers  an  espionage  system  operating  a pow- 
erful destructive  ray.  Laurence  Olivier,  Valerie 
Hobson,  Ralph  Richardson.  Director:  Tim 
Whelan. 

Coa-^t  Guard . .9008.  . (72)  Aug.  4 

Action  Drama.  Randolph  Scott,  appealed  to 
by  his  wife,  Frances  Dee,  saves  Ralph  Bel- 
lamy, who  has  been  lost  In  a polar  blizzard. 
The  coast  guard  helps  things  along.  Scott,  Dee, 
Bellamy,  Walter  Connolly.  Director:  Edward 
Ludwig. 

First  Offenders.  .9030.  . (61) Apr.  12 

Drama,  An  attorney,  concerned  with  the  prob- 
lem of  rehabilitating  wayward  youngsters,  gives 
up  his  job  to  carry  out  hl.s  Idea,  Walter  Abel, 
Beverly  Roberts,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Frank 
McDonald. 

Five  Little  Peppers.  .9017.  . (60) Aug.  22 

Comedy  Drama.  The  struggles  of  the  five  pov- 
erty-stricken Pepper  children,  until  the  grand- 
father of  the  town’s  rich  boy  takes  a deep  in- 
terest in  their  problems,  Edith  Fellowes,  Ronald 
Sinclair,  Dorothy  Ann  Seece,  Clarence  Kolb. 
Director:  Charles  Barton. 

Golden  Boy . . 9002 . . ( 100)  Sept.  5 

Drama.  From  the  Broadway  stage  hit.  of  a bril- 
liant boy  constantly  at  war  with  himself,  be- 
cause of  his  dream  to  become  a great  musician, 
0t  the  same  time  showing  a flare  for  fighting. 
Wiliam  Holden,  Barbara  Stanv'y^'k,  Adolphe 
Menjoii.  Director:  Rouben  Mamoulian. 

Gomi  Girls  Go  to  Paris,  .9005. . (73) June  .30 

Comedy.  A pretty  waitress  Crom  Minne.sota 
with  a yen  to  go  to  Paris,  solves  her  problem 
in  hilarious  fashion,  lining  up  four  boy  friends 
to  take  her  there.  Melvyn  Douglas,  Joan  Blon- 


dell,  Walter  Connolly.  Director:  Alexander 
Hall. 

Hidden  Power.  .1025. . (60)  Sept.  7 


Mystery  Drama.  A scientist,  in  his  research  on 
a life-saving  serum,  discovers  a new  explosive 
valuable  for  military  use,  but  sacrifices  money 
and  his  personal  happiness  rather  than  market 
a chem’cal  destructive  to  humanity.  Jack  Holt, 
Gertrude  Michael,  Dickie  Moore.  Director: 
Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Konga,  the  Wild  Stallion.  .9034.  . (65) Aug.  30 

Drama.  A murder  is  committed  over  a horse, 
and  the  guilty  man  is  sent  to  prison.  A ro- 


mance springs  up  between  the  murdered  man’s 
daughter  and  the  other’s  son.  Fred  Stone, 
Rochelle  Hudson.  Robert  Warwick,  Richard 
Fiske.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Lady  and  the  Mob,  The.  .9013. . (65) Apr.  3 

Comedy.  A dainty,  old  lady  bank  owner  sets 
out  to  rid  the  town  of  racketeers  preying  on 
dry  cleaners.  Fay  Bainter,  Ida  Lupiuo,  Henry 
Armetta.  Director:  Ben  Stoloff. 

Law  Comes  to  Texas.  .9214 ..  (57) Apr,  16 

Western.  Wild  Bill  Hlckok  brings  law  and  or- 
der to  a small  Texas  town  run  by  a crooked 
sheriff  In  cahoots  with  the  judge.  Bill  Elliott, 
Veda  Ann  Borg.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Lone  SStar  Pioneers.  .9213.  . (56) Mar.  16 

Western.  A U.  S.  Marshal  joins  a gang  of  train- 
robbers  to  locate  the  leader,  and  succeeds  in 
rounding  up  the  whole  gang.  Bill  Elliott,  Doro- 
thy Gulilver.  l»irector:  Joseph  Levering. 

Lost  Horizon.  .1071. . (118) . .reissue  June  1 

Drama.  From  the  James  Hilton  novel,  in  which 
a group  of  travelers  are  kidnaped  and  brought 
to  a strange,  Tibetan  civilization,  where  they 
find  happiness  and  contentment.  Ronald  Col- 
man,  Jane  Wyatt,  Sam  Jaffe,  Margo.  Director: 
Frank  Capra. 

Man  From  Sundown.  .9208.  . (59) July  15 

Western.  The  rangeland  is  over-run  %vlth  a 
gang  notorious  for  killing  any  eye-witnesses  of 
its  various  atrocities,  and  Starrett,  as  a ranger, 
has  a trick  to  turn.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Mere- 
dith. Sam  Nelson  directed. 

Man  They  Could  Not  Hang,  The 

9018.  .(64)  Aug.  17 

Horror  Drama.  A scientist  is  sentenced  to  hang 
for  murder,  when  the  medical  student  he  had 
tried  out  his  artificial  heart  invention  on,  dies. 
He  swears  vengeance,  and  after  his  death  his 
laboratory  assistant  revives  him,  and  he  turns 
into  a demon  of  hate,  terrorizing  those  respon- 
sible for  his  hanging.  Boris  Karloff.  Lorna 
Gray.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Missing  Daughters,  .9027.  . (58)  May  22 

Melodrama.  A columnist  solves  the  mystery  of 
a missing  girl,  who  is  found  murdered,  and  un- 
covers the  dangerous  ring  responsible  for  this 
and  other  ca.ses  of  missing  girls.  Richard  Ar- 
len,  Rochelle  Hudson,  Marian  Marsh.  Director: 
C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

North  of  the  Vukon  (formerly  Mounted  Po- 
lice) . .9205.  . (64)  Mar.  30 

Action  Drama.  Suspended  for  failing  to  cap- 
ture a suspect,  a Mountle  does  some  undercover 
work  of  his  own  and  gets  involved  in  a murder, 
a kidnapping  and  a fur-raiding  band.  Charles 
Starrett,  Linda  Winters,  Bob  Nolan.  Director: 
Sam  Nel.son. 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings . .9001 ..  (122) ...  .May  25 
Action  Drama.  A hard-boiled  manager  of  a South 
American  aviation  line  finds  love  and  adven- 
ture In  the  air.  Cary  Grant,  Jean  Arthur,  Rich- 
ard Barthelmess.  Director:  Howard  Hawks. 

OiUpost  of  the  Mounties . . 1201 . . (63) Sept.  I I 

Western.  A Royal  Mounted  is  forced  to  arrest 
hisS  sweetheart’s  brother  for  murder,  but  l^tet 
learns  it  is  a frameup  and  rounds  up  the  guilty 
parties.  Charles  Starrett.  Iris  Meredith.  Stanley 
Brown.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Outside  Tliese  AValls.  .9031.  . (61) May  4 

Drama.  Released  from  prison,  a young  man 
finds  employment  closed  to  him  because  of  his 
past,  with  the  help  of  the  Warden  he  starts 
a newspaper,  and  again  fights  to  prove  his 
innocence  when  someone  implicates  him  in  a 
rol>bery.  Michael  Whalen,  Dolores  Costello, 
Virginia  Weidler.  Director:  Raymond  B.  Mc- 
Carey. 

Parents  on  Trial.  .9032.  . (57) June  29 

Drama.  A plea  for  patience  and  understanding 
by  parents,  especially  in  cases  involving  adoles- 
cent romances  and  elopements.  Jean  Parker, 
Johnny  Downs,  Noah  Beery  jr.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Komanoe  of  the  Redwoods.  .9019. . (67) Mar.  30 

(Jutdoor  Drama.  Two  log  cutters,  working  at 
the  same  machine,  are  in  love  with  the  same 
girl.  One  of  them  is  accidentally  killed  when 
the  machine  jams  and  the  other,  suspected  of 
jealousy,  is  accused  of  murder.  Charles  Bick- 
ford, Jean  Parker,  Gordon  Oliver.  Director: 
Cliarles  Vidor. 

Spoilers  of  the  Range.  .9206.  . (58) Apr.  27 

Western.  Charles  Starrett  helps  the  ranchers 
recover  the  money  stolen  from  them  which  was 
to  pay  for  a new  dam.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris 


Mered’th.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Thundering  West.  .9203. . (57)  Jan.  12 

Western.  A former  member  of  an  outlaw  gang 
is  appointed  sheriff.  He  captures  his  own  gang 
and  becomes  an  honest  citizen.  Charles  Star- 
rett, Hank  Bell.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Trapped  ill  the  Sky.  .9024.  . (61)  June  I 

Action  Drama.  Portrays  the  efforts  of  a spy 
ring  to  destroy  a new  airT>Iane  development  by 
the  U.  S.  Army.  Jack  Holt,  C.  Henry  Gordon, 
Katherine  DeMIlle.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Western  Caravans  (formerly  Arizona  Cowboy) 

9207. . (58)  June  15 

Western.  A sheriff  prevents  trouble  that  threat- 
ens when  government  settlers  arrive  to  take  up 
their  claims.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith, 
Russell  Simpson.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

Whispering  Kneinies.  .9023.  . (63) Mar.  24 

Action  Drama.  A cosmetic  manufacturer  Is 
forced  into  bankruptcy  when  a rival  concern 
launches  a whispering  campaign  against  his 
product.  He  retaliates  In  a manner  that  gets 
him  in  trouble  with  the  law.  Jack  Holt,  Dolores 
Costello.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

First  National 

Angels  Wash  Their  I’aces . . 367 . . (96) Aug.  26 

Drama.  Racketeers  start  a series  of  neighbor- 
hood fires,  and  a lad  with  a reform  school  rec- 
ord is  blamed.  When  “Sleepy”  dies  in  a fire, 
the  Dead  End  Kids  step  in  and  help  the  D.A. 
get  their  men.  Ann  Sher'dan.  Frank-o  Thomas. 
Dead  End  Kids.  Director:  Ray  Enright. 

Blaekweirs  Island.  .361.  . (71)  Mar.  25 

Action  Drama.  A gang  lord  takes  over  an 
island  prison,  where  he  lives  in  splendor,  but 
a reporter  spikes  the  efforts  of  the  crooks  and 
politicians.  John  Garfield,  Rosemary  Lane, 
Stanley  Fields.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Code  of  the  Secret  Service,  .374.  . (62) May  27 

Action  Drama.  The  secret  service  trail  a band 
of  counterfeiters  operating  from  an  old  mon- 
astery in  Mexico.  Ronald  Reagan.  Roselle 
Towne,  Moroni  Olsen.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Confessiuns  of  a Nazi  Spy.  .353.  . (162) IMay  6 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  Leon  G.  Turrou’s  ar- 
ticles dealing  with  the  activities  of  the  Nazi 
spy  ring  in  America.  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
Paul  Lukas,  Francis  Lederer.  Director:  Anatole 
Litvak. 

Coivboy  Quarterback.  .366.  . (56)  July  29 

Comedy.  A Montana  cowboy  sets  a profes- 
sional football  league  on  fire  until  he  gets  mix- 
ed up  with  a couple  of  city  slickers.  Bert 
Wheeler,  Mare  Wilson.  Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Dark  Victory.  .354.  . (106)  Apr.  22 

Drama.  A spoiled,  flippant  millionairess  learns 
from  her  doctor-husband  that  her  life  is  limited 
to  ntonths  and  that  blindness  will  be  the  warn- 
ing sign.  Bette  Davis,  George  Brent,  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald.  Director:  Edmund  Gouldlng. 

Daughters  Courageous.  .360.  . (107)  July  22 

Drama.  A deserted  wife,  about  to  re-marry.  is 
confronted  by  her  returned  husband.  She, 
however,  goes  ahead  with  her  plans  and  also 
manages  to  save  her  daughter  from  erring  as 
she  did.  John  Garfield,  Claude  Rains,  Jeffrey 
Lynn,  Fay  Bainter.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny ..  (88)  Sept.  16 

Drama.  A poignant  story  of  a boy  and  girl- 
wife  who  battle  against  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  for  their  share  of  justice  and  a place 
in  the  world.  John  Garfield,  Priscilla  Lane. 
Alan  Hale.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Each  Dawn  I Die.  .356.  . (92) Aug.  19 

Drama.  A newspaper  reporter  is  framed  on  a 
manslaughter  charge  for  exposing  a crooked 
district  attorney  who  later  becomes  governor. 
James  Cagney,  George  Raft,  Jane  Bryan.  Di- 
rector: W iliam  Keighley. 

Hobby  Family,  The  . . 376 . . (54)  Aug.  26 

Comedy  Drama.  A family  turns  its  hobbies  into 
useful  service  when  a fore.st  fire  breaks  out. 
Sonny  uses  his  amateur  broadcasting  unit  to 
summon  help,  and  father  gets  a shot  of  the 
pyroman’ac  responsible  for  the  fire.  Irene  Rich, 
Henry  O’Neill.  Jean  Sharon,  Jackie  Moran.  Di- 
roctor:  WiPiam  McGann. 

Kid  From  Kokomo.  .363.  . (92)  June  24 

Action  Drama.  A country  orphan  boy  be<*omes 
heavyweight  champion  through  the  efforts  of 
a fight  promoter  and  the  motherly  affection  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  an  aging  erstwhile  actress. 
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Pat  O’Brien,  Waj-ne  Morris,  Joan  Blondell,  May 
Robson.  Director:  Lewis  tseiier. 

Man  Who  Dared,  The  (formerly  I Am  Not 

Afraid) . .3*5. . ((iO)  June  3 

Melodrama.  A remake  of  “The  Star  Witness,” 
in  which  an  aging  Spanish  war  veteran  wipes 
out  a gang  of  racketeers  who  try  to  intimidate 
him  at  a grand  jury  hearing.  Charley  CJrape- 
■win,  Jane  Bryan.  Director:  Crane  Wilbur. 

No  Place  to  Go  469..  (57)  Sept.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  The  iiroblem  of  children  in 
taking  care  of  an  aged  parent  who  can't  get 
along  with  them.  Gloria  Dickson,  Dennis  Mor- 
gan, Fred  Stone.  Director:  Terry  Morse. 

Old  Maid,  The.  .4.52.  . (95)  Sept.  8 

Drama.  A dramatization  of  mother  love  and 
sacrifice  in  this  story  of  an  old  maid  whose 
cliild  grows  up  unaware  that  the  woman  she 
calls  “aunt”  in  her  own  mother.  Bette  Davis. 
Miriam  Hopkins,  George  Brent.  Director:  Ed- 
mund Gould  ing. 

Sweepstakes  Winner .. 373 ..  (.59)  Apr.  29 

Melodrama.  A gullible  blonde  is  taken  in  by 
a couple  of  race  horse  phonies,  but  beginners 
luck  aids  her  in  winning  the  sweepstakes. 
Marie  Wilson,  Johnnie  Davis,  Allen  Jenkins, 
Charles  Foy.  Director:  William  McGann. 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder.. 304 

(7g)  Ma.v  20 

Action  Drama.  A hoy  of  the  alums  pals  around 
with  a police  character,  who  kills  a pawn- 
broker. for  which  murder  his  sister’s  patrol- 
man fiance  is  charged.  Humphrey  Bogart.  Gale 
Page,  Billy  Halop,  Harvey  Stephens.  Director: 
Lewis  Seiler. 

Gaumont  British 

Pagliacci . . (78) 

Mn.slcal  Drama.  Based  on  the  famous  opera, 
“11  Pagliacci.”  in  which  a Jealous  husi>and  kills 
his  unfaithful  wife  and  her  lover.  Richard  Tau- 
ber, Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Karl  Grune. 

Grand  National 

Exile  Express.  .301 ..  (70)  May  13 

Drama.  The  chemist  a girl  works  (or  Is  found 
dead  and  she  is  ordered  deported.  A reporter 
follows  the  girl,  rescues  her  from  abductors,  and 
gets  the  story  and  the  girl.  Anna  Sten,  Alan 
Marshal.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Frontier  .Scout.  .325.  . (62)  Oct.  21 

Western.  A western  with  a Civil  War  back- 
ground, in  which  Wild  Bill  Hlckok  as  a Kan- 
sas town  marshal  saves  his  friend’s  cattle-com- 
mission house  from  cattle  rustlers.  George 
Houston.  Al  St.  John,  Dave  O’Brien.  Director: 
.Sam  Newfield. 

Panama  Patrol ..  314 ..  (69)  May  20 

Action  Drama.  Uncle  Sam’s  Cipher  Bureau  In- 
tercepts a note  which  leads  to  the  uncovering 
of  foreign  spies  operating  in  the  Panama  Canal 
zone.  Leon  Ames,  Charlotte  Wynters,  Abner 
Biberman.  Director:  Charles  Lament. 

Singing  Cowgirl  (formerly  Lady  Buckaroo) 

Wl-3..(57)  ; May  31 

Western.  A scheming  lawyer  discovers  gold  on 
an  adjoining  ranch,  has  tlie  couple  wlio  owns 
it  killed  but  is  trapped  when  lie  tries  to  do 
away  with  the  child.  Dorothy  Page,  David 
O’Brien.  Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Six-Gun  Rhythm,  .Wl-19.  . (57)  May  13 

Western.  A college  football  hero  returns  to  his 
rancli  to  find  his  father  murdered  and  the  mur- 
derers ruling  the  countryside.  His  footliall  pals 
lend  a hand  and  they  clean  up  the  mob.  Tex 
Fletcher,  Joan  Barclay.  Director:  Sam  New- 
field. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever.  .944.  . (87)  . .July  21 
Comedy.  Mickey,  as  the  hero  of  the  annual 
high  school  play,  manages  to  fall  in  love  with 
the  dramatics  instructor,  an  infatuation  that 
lasts  clear  up  until  a “man  to  man”  talk  with 
the  judge.  Lewis  Stone.  Mickey  Rooney,  Ceci- 
lia Parker.  Director:  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II. 

Blackmail . .r>.  . (79)  Sept.  10 

Melodrama.  An  innocent  fugitive  from  a chain 
gang,  is  blackmailed  by  the  guilty  party  unt.l 
he  finally  tricks  the  latter  into  a confession. 
Edward  G.  Robinson.  Ruth  Hussey.  Gene  Lock- 
hart. Bobs  Watson.  Director;  H.  C.  Potter. 

Bridal  Suite  (formerly  Maiden  Voyage) 

987..  (()9)  .May  26 

Comedy.  A spoiled  playboy,  after  dodging  his 
wedding  three  times,  finaUy  settles  down  when 
he  falls  in  love  with  a maid  in  Switzerland. 
Annahella.  Robert  Young.  Walter  Connolly, 
Billie  Burke.  Director:  William  Thiele. 

Bromlway  Serenade . .981 ..( 1 18) Apr.  7 

Drama  with  Music.  A success  vs.  marriage  vs. 
career  combination,  in  this  story  of  a struggling 
song  composer  whose  wife  becomes  a prima 
donna,  which  ultimately  leads  to  their  es- 


trangement. Jeanette  MacDonald,  Lew  Ayres, 
Frank  Morgan.  Director:  Robert  Z.  Leonard. 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare.  .982.  . (86) Apr.  28 

Drama.  A doctor’s  assistant  in  a clinic  in  a 
tenement  district  becomes  Involved  in  a murder 
case  when  he  keeps  secret  a call  he  makes  to 
help  a wounded  boy.  Facing  disgrace,  he  sets 
about  to  absolve  the  boy  and  to  clear  his  own 


name.  Lionel  Barrymore.  Lew  Ayres.  Lana 
Turner,  Lynne  Carver.  Director:  Harold  S.  Buc- 
quet. 

Four  Girls  in  White . .921 ..  (70) Jan.  27 

Drama.  A selfish,  student  nurse,  with  a gold 
digger  complex,  is  finally  redeemed  through 


sacrifice  after  the  death  of  an  innocent  girl. 
Florence  Rice,  Alan  Marshal,  Ann  Rutherford, 
Una  Merkel.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips.  .946. . (114) July  28 

Drama.  A schoolmaster  becomes  headmaster 
through  the  insj)iration  and  love  of  his  young 
wife  which  carries  him  to  success  even  after 
her  death.  Robert  Donat,  Greer  Garson.  Direc- 
tor: Sam  Wood. 

Hardys  Hide  High,  The.  .934.  . (81) Apr.  21 

Comedy.  The  Hardys  are  about  to  o^me  into 
a large  inheritance,  but  evidence  is  found  to 
di.sprove  their  rights,  and  the  family  settles* 
down  to  normal  living  once  more.  Lewis  Stone, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Fay  Holden,  Cecilia  Parker. 
Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Huckicherry  Finn  . .928 . . (91 ) Feh.  10 

Comedy  Drama.  From  Mark  Twain’s  story  of 
the  lad  who  runs  away  with  a Negro  slave,  the 
town  believing  the  slave  murdered  the  boy. 
Mickey  Rooney.  Rex  Ingram,  Walter  Connolly. 
Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Ice  Follies  of  1989.  The.  .925.  . (82) Mar.  10 

Musical.  Two  talented  professionals  elope,  but 
their  careers  clash  and  false  pride  causes  them 
to  drift  apart.  The  girl  becomes  a famous 
film  star  and  her  husband  starts  the  “loe  Fol- 
lies.” Success  for  both,  after  years  of  sepa- 
r^ition,  reunites  them.  Joan  Crawford.  James 


Stewart.  Lew  Ayres.  Director:  Relnhold 

Si'hunzel. 

Idiot’s  HePrfsht.  .920.  (107)  Jan.  27 


Comedy  Drama.  From  the  Pulitzer  Prize  play. 
Two  small-time  vaudevllllans.  who  fall  in  love 
in  Omaha,  meet  years  later  in  Geneva.  The 
girl,  mistress  of  a munitions  manufacturer,  is 
left  flat  in  an  air  raid  and  goes  hack  to  her 
old  love.  Norma  .^heaier.  Clark  Gable.  Ed- 
ward Arnold.  Tiirector:  Glarence  Brown. 

IF.s  a Wonderful  World  . .086 ..  (86) May  10 

Comedv.  A private  detective,  assigned  to  guard 
a millionaire  plavboy.  finds  himself  trying  to 
solve  a murder  to  keep  his  boss  from  going 
to  the  electric  chair  for  the  crime.  Claudette 
Colbert.  James  Stewart,  Ernest  Truex.  Director; 
W.  S.  Van  Dvke  TT. 

Kid  From  'I'exas.  The.  .929.  . (70) Apr.  14 

Romantic  Comedy,  A Texas  cowhand  shows 
society  back  east  a few  fancy  ways  of  playing 
polo.  Dennis  O’Keefe,  Florence  Rice.  Director: 
S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Lady  of  the  Tropies.  .947.  . (91) Ang.  11 

Drama.  Torrid  love  story  of  the  “never-the- 
twain-shall-meet’*  variety.  Robert  Taylor,  Hedy 
Lamarr.  Joseph  Schildkraut.  Director:  Jack 
Conway. 

Lucky  Night.  .983.  . (82)  May  5 

Comedy.  A bored  daughter  of  wealth  meets 
a young  man  on  a park  bench,  and  after  em- 
barking  on  a night  in  search  of  excitement, 
they  wind  up  married.  But  when  the  siiirit  of 
excitement  dies  down,  the  marrisge  is  thrent- 


ened.  Myrna  Loy,  Robert  Taylor.  Director; 
Norman  Taurog. 

MaBle.  .940.  .(74)  June  23 


Comedy.  A showgirl,  stranded  in  Wyoming, 
gets  a Job  on  a cattle  ranch,  and  shows  the 
woman-hating  foreman  a few  tricks  of  her  own. 
Robert  Young,  Ann  Sothern.  Director:  Edwin 
L.  Marin. 

Miracles  for  Sale.  .946.  . (70) Aug.  4 

Mystery- Drama.  Called  upon  to  expose  a quack 
ghost-chaser,  a young  magician  soon  finds  him- 
self in  the  midst  of  a pair  of  baffling  murders. 
Robert  Young,  F^lorence  Rice,  Henry  Hull,  Di- 
rector: Tay  Garnett. 

On  Bor-owed  Time  942  . (99)  €4  July  7 

Drama.  The  story  of  a beloved  grandfather 
who  fights  death  to  keep  the  grandson  he 
adores  from  the  clutches  of  a scheming  aunt. 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Bobs  Watson,  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke,  Beulah  Bondi.  Director:  Harold 
S.  Bucquet. 

P.>giuaIion.  .980.  . (87)  ^ Mar.  3 

Com^'dy.  From  George  Bernard  Shaw’s  story, 
in  which  a professor  of  speech  sets  out  to  win 
a wager  by  transforming  a poor,  ignorant  flower 
girl  into  a lady.  Leslie  Howard,  Wendy  Hiller. 
Director:  Anthony  As(|uith. 

Sergeiint  Madden . .927  ..  (80)  Mar.  24 

Action  Drama.  The  story  of  an  American  cop, 
whose  pursuit  of  justice  made  him  unrelent- 
ingly trail  his  own  son  who  had  gone  from 


cop  to  killer.  Wallace  Beery,  Tom  Brown,  Alan 
Curtis,  Fay  Holden.  Director:  Josef  von  Stern- 
berg. 

6,000  Fneinies.  .938. . (61)  June  9 

Melodrama.  A hardboiled  district  attorney  who 
sent  scores  of  framed  men  to  prison  is  himself 
framed  and  put  behind  the  bars  with  6,000 
enemy  Inmates  plotting  against  him.  Walter 
Pidgeon,  Rita  Johnson,  Paul  Kelly,  Harold  Hu- 
ber. Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Society  Lawyer.  .930. . (78)  Mar.  31 

Drama.  A remake,  in  which  a conservative 
lawyer  resigns  his  position  to  be  a criminal 
lawyer,  and  loses  his  fiancee  as  a result  but 
is  called  in  to  defend  his  rival  in  love  on  a 
murder  charge.  Walter  Pidgeon,  Virginia  Bruce, 
Leo  Carrillo.  Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Stronger  Than  Desire.  .941. . (78)  June  30 

Drama.  Remake  of  “Evelyn  Prentice”  in  which 
a brilliant  criminal  lawyer  learns  his  wife  Is 
involved  In  a murder,  through  the  reflection 
in  the  eye  of  a snapshot  of  the  murdered  man. 
Virginia  Bruce,  Walter  Pidgeon.  Director: 
Leslie  Fenton. 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!.  .939.  . (81)  June  16 

Action  Drama.  The  King  of  the  Jungle  re- 
turns to  share  his  glory  with  the  crown  prince 
of  Tarzania.  Johnny  Weissmuller,  Maureen 
O’Sullivan,  John  Sheffield.  Director:  Richard 
Thorpe. 

Tell  No  Tales.  .935,  . (69) .May  12 

Action  Drama.  A newspaperman,  into  whose 
hands  falls  a hundred-dollar  bill  that  is  part  of 
the  ransom  money  paid  in  a kidnapping,  trails 
its  source,  and  at  each  step  a drama  is  uncov- 
ered which  involves  a group  of  individuals 
througli  whose  hands  the  money  has  passed. 
Melvyn  Douglas,  Louise  Platt,  Douglas  Dum- 
brille.  Director:  Leslie  Fenton. 

These  Glamour  Girls.  .948.  . (79) Aug.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A taxi  dancer  shows  a few 
snobbish,  socialite  glamour  girls  how  people 
behave  on  her  side  of  the  tracks.  Lana  Turner, 
Lew  Ayres,  Tom  Brown.  Director:  S.  Sylvan 
Smon. 

They  All  Come  Out.  .943.  . (70) July  14 

Drama.  Authentic  shots  of  the  Interiors  and 
system  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  form 
the  background  of  this  story  of  a hungry,  rag- 
ged youth  who  aligned  himself  with  a gang 
of  criminals  and  is  sent  to  a reformatory. 
Rita  Johnson,  Tom.  Neal.  Director:  Jacques 
Tourneur. 

Thunder  Afloat . . 4 . . ( . . ) Sept.  15 

Drama.  Enlisting  for  subcha.ser  duty  during 
the  world  war,  the  hero  is  reduced  to  an  ordi- 
nary seaman  for  insubordination.  He  reinstates 
himself  when  an  enemy  boat  sinks  their  ship 
and  he  saves  the  lives  of  those  on  board.  Wal- 
lace Beery,  Chester  Morris,  Virginia  Grey.  Di- 
rector: George  Seitz. 

IVHhin  the  Law.  .928.  . (65) Mar.  17 

Melodrama.  A remake  of  the  famous  play  by 
Bayard  Veiller.  A girl  serves  three  years  In 
pri.son  for  robbing  her  employer,  a charge  on 
which  she  is  innocent.  When  released,  she 
plans  to  marry  boss’s  son  for  revenge  but  falls 
in  love  with  him.  Ruth  Hussey,  Paul  Kelly, 
William  Gargan.  Director:  Gustav  Machaty. 

Wizard  of  Oz  .919.  . (102)  0 Aug.  25 

Musical  Fantasy.  Prom  Frank  L.  Baum’s  fam- 
ous fairy  tale  of  a little  Kansas  girl  swept  to 
the  Emerald  City  of  Oz  by  a cyclone,  and  por- 
trayed on  the  screen  in  Technicolor,  with  lavish 
scenes  and  lilting  songs.  Judy  Garland,  Ray 
Bolger,  Jack  Haley,  Bert  Lahr,  Frank  Morgan. 
Director:  Victor  Fleming. 

Women,  The . . 1 . . (134)  Sept.  1 

Comedy  Drama.  A blend  of  satire,  sentiment 
and  comedy  in  this  story  of  a wife  who  turned 
heartbreak  into  happiness,  when  she  found  her 
“friends”  were  trying  to  ruin  her  future.  Norma 
Shearer,  Joan  Crawford,  Rosalind  Russell.  Di- 
rector: George  Cukor. 

Monogram 

Across  tlie  Plains  (formerly  Riders  of  the 

Rio  Grande) . ..3855.  . (.53)  June  1 

Western.  Two  brothers  are  separated  in  child- 
hood, one  is  reared  by  Indians,  the  other  by 
renegades.  The  first  swears  vengeance  on  the 
renegades,  not  knowing  that  his  brother  is  at 
the  head  when  their  paths  cross  years  later. 
Jack  Randall,  Dennis  Moore,  Joyce  Bryant.  Di- 
rector: Spencer  Bennett. 

Boys’  Reformatory . .3820.  . (61)  May  1 

Action  Drama.  A young  lad  takes  the  rap  so 
that  his  buddy  can  stay  out  of  the  reformatory 
and  save  his  face  with  his  mother.  Frankie 
Darro,  Grant  Withers.  Director:  Howard  Breth- 
erton. 

Convict’s  Code  (formerly  Parole) 

3822..  (63)  Jan.  18 

Action  Drama.  A man  paroled  from  prison,  sets 
out  to  clear  his  name  and  to  find  the  party  who 
framed  him.  Robert  Kent,  Anne  Nagel,  Sidney 
Blackmer.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 
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Down  the  Wyoming-  Trail.  .3864. . (62) May  18 

Western.  A ranch  foreman  dresses  as  Santa 
Claus  to  capture  a cattle  rustler.  Tex  Ritter, 
Mary  Brodell,  Horace  Murphy,  Charles  King. 
Director;  A1  Herman. 

Drifting  Westward.  .38.54.  . (69)  Jan.  25 

Western.  It’s  the  old  story  of  the  hidden  gold 
mine,  who  has  the  map  and  how  it  turns  up 
accidentally  after  the  hero  is  called  into  ser- 
vice. Jack  Randall,  Edna  Duran.  Director:  Bob 
Hill. 

Gang  Bullets.  .3818.  . (63)  .Koy.  23 

Melodrama.  A district  attorney  “joins”  a rack- 
eteering mob,  finally  driving  them  out  of 
Bridgetown.  Robert  Kent,  Ann  Nagel,  Charles 
Trowbridge.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Girl  From  Kio.  .3825.  . (62)  Aug.  15 

Musical  Comedy.  A South  American  singer 
comes  to  New  York  to  save  her  brother  from  a 
false  arrest.  A job  in  a night  club  leads  her  to 
the  owner  and  his  conviction  as  the  man  who 
framed  her  brother.  Movita,  Warren  Hull.  Di- 
rector: Lambert  Hillyer, 

Irish  Luck.  .3826.  . (61)  Aug.  22 

Melodrama.  A bellhop  with  a yen  to  be  a de- 
tective gets  his  chance  when  he  solves  a baffling 
murder  committed  in  the  hotel.  Frankie  Darro, 
Dick  Purcell.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 

Man  From  Texas.  .3865. . (60)  July  21 

Western.  A railroad  trouble  shooter  protects 
New  Mexico  ranchers  from  the  inroads  of  a 
land-gathering  schemer.  Tex  Ritter,  Charles 
B.  Wood.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown . . 3807 ..( 70) .^ug.  1 

Mystery.  Wong  captures  the  killer  of  a Chinese 
princess,  who  was  a guest  in  his  own  house, 
while  on  a mission  to  purchase  airplanes  for 
her  brother’s  province.  Boris  Karloff,  Grant 
Withers,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director:  William 
Nigh. 

Mystery  of  Mr.  IVong.  .3806.  . (67) Mar.  8 

Melodrama.  The  Oriental  sleuth  tracks  down 
an  invisible  killer.  Boris  Karloff,  Dorothy  Tree, 
Grant  Withers.  Director;  William  Nigh. 

Myster.v  Plane  (formerly  Sky  Pirate) 

. .,3809.  . (60)  Mar.  8 

Action  Drama.  An  inventor  of  a bombing  de- 
vice outwits  a spy  who  kidnaps  him  to  get  the 
plans,  and  escapes  In  a plane,  the  spy  in  pur- 
suit. An  air  fight  ensues.  John  ’Trent,  Mll- 
burn  Stone,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director:  George 


tVaggner, 

Eiders  of  the  Frontier ..  3866 . . (58) Aug.  16 

Western.  Tex  saves  the  girl  ranch  owner  from 
the  schemes  of  her  ranch  boss.  Tex  Ritter. 
Director;  Spencer  Bennet. 

Kollin’  Westward.  .,3863. . (67)  Mar.  1 


Western.  Tex  joins  a gang  of  home.steaders 
but  learns  that  their  claims  in  the  cattle  coun- 
try are  illegal,  and  crime  runs  rampant  until 
the  guilty  parties  are  brought  to  justice.  Tex 
Ritter,  Dorothy  Fay.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (formerly  Girl  From 

Nowhere) . .3823.  . (67)  June  10 

Melodrama.  Unaware  that  she  was  born  in 
prison,  a young  bride  is  victim  of  a blackmail 
plot  being  aligned  against  her.  But  the  black- 
mailer’s wife  prevents  the  plot  from  taking 
form.  Anne  Nagel,  Warren  Hull,  Lester  Mat- 
hews, Mayo  Methot.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Sky  Patrol.  .3815.  . (61)  Sept.  12 

Action  Drama.  A “Tailspin  Tommy”  picture, 
in  which  a youth  overcomes  a phobia  of  firing 
guns,  when  he  joins  the  U.  S.  Army  pilots  to 
aid  in  capturing  smugglers  and  spies.  John 
Trent,  Marjorie  Reynolds,  Milburn  Stone,  Jackie 
Coo.gan.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 

Starlight  Over  Texas . . 3859 . . (59) Sept.  7 

Western.  The  first  in  the  series  of  eight  prairie 
operas  Monogram  will  make.  Story  concerns  a 
Texas  ranger  in  pursuit  of  cattle  rustlers.  Tex 
Ritter.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Streets  of  New  York.  .3802. . (73) Apr,  12 

Drama.  A lad  of  the  slums  sets  up  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  his  ideal  and  strives  to  become  a 
lawyer  in  the  face  of  poverty  and  a gangster 
brother.  Jackie  Cooper,  Martin  Spellman,  George 
Irving.  Director;  William  Nigh. 

Stunt  Pilot.  .3814.  . (62)  July  1 

Action  Drama.  Second  of  the  “Tailspin  Tommy” 
series.  A stunt  pilot  for  a motion  picture  com- 
pany, while  making  a war  film,  is  involved  in 
a murder  mystery  when  real  bullets  are  substi- 
tuted for  blanks  and  he  innocently  kills  an- 
other pilot.  John  Trent,  Marjorie  Reynolds, 
Milburn  Stone.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Trigger  Smith.  .3854.  . (.59)  Mar.  22 

Western.  The  sheriff’s  son  cleans  up  a gang  of 
bank  robbers  who  had  killed  his  brother.  Jack 
Randall,  Frank  Yaconelli,  Dennis  Moore,  Joyce 
Bryant.  Director;  Alan  James. 

Undercover  Agent.  .3824.  . (56)  Apr.  5 

Melodrama.  A postal  inspector  finds  the  party 
behind  a counterfeit  sweepstakes  ticket  racket, 
thereby  clearing  his  girl’s  father  of  the  charge. 
Russell  Gleason,  Shirley  Deane,  J.  M.  Kerrigan. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 


Wanted  by  Scotland  Yard.  .3829. . (62) Apr.  19 

Melodiama.  An  ex-convict  is  framed  into  go- 
ing back  into  a criminal  career  when  he  is 
led  to  believe  his  sweetheart  has  betrayed  him. 
James  Stephenson,  Betty  Lynne.  Director:  Nor- 
man Lee. 

Wolf  Call.  .3813. . (65)  May  22 

Action  Drama.  Adapted  from  Jack  London’s 
novel,  of  a New  York  playboy  whose  father,  in 
order  to  make  a man  of  him,  sends  him  into 
the  Northern  wilds  to  operate  a radium  mine. 
John  Carroll,  Movita.  Director:  George  Wag- 
gner. 


Paramount 

Back  Door  to  Heaven.  .3833. . (85)  Apr.  21 

Drama.  Five  people  in  the  same  graduating 
class  meet  ten  years  later  as  a lawyer,  a night 
club  dancer,  a bank  president,  a dishonored 
ship’s  captain,  and  a fugitive  from  the  law. 
Wallace  Ford,  Aline  McMahon,  Stuart  Erwin, 
Patricia  Ellis.  Director;  Wm.  K.  Howard. 

Beachcomber,  The . . 3863 . . (89)  IVIar.  10 

Drama.  A shiftless  drifter  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  tropics  wages  a strong  fight  against  a 
woman  missionary  who  tries  to  reform  him. 
Charles  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester.  Director: 
Erich  Pommer. 

Beau  Geste . . 3902 . . (114)  Sept.  15 

Drama.  Brotherly  love  and  high  adventure  in 
the  French  Foreign  Legion  are  vividly  portrayed 
in  this  story  adapted  from  Percival  Wren’s  best 
seller  and  silent  film  of  a decade  ago.  Gary 
Cooper,  Ray  Milland,  Brian  Donlevy.  Director: 
William  A.  Wellman. 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Bride.  .3844. . (57) ...  .June  30 

Melodrama.  Drummond  finally  marries  his 
fiancee,  despite  interruptions  by  a bank  robbery 
and  a midnight  murder.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel.  Director;  James  Hogan. 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret  Police ..  3831 . . 

(55)  Apr.  14 

Melodrama.  A valuable  King’s  treasure  is  iost, 
and  Drummond  unearths  a torture  chamber  in 
the  secret  passages  of  Rockingham  Towers,  and 


murder,  explosions  and  horror  prevaii  until  the 
mystery  is  solved.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel,  Reginald  Denny,  E.  E.  Clive.  Director: 
James  Hogan. 

Cafe  Society.  .3826. . (83)  Mar.  3 

Drama.  A glimpse  into  the  Gotham  circie  of 


cafe  society,  where  a news  reporter  meets 
and  falls  in  love  with  a wealthy  girl.  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray,  Shirley  Ross. 
Director;  Edward  H.  Griffith. 

Dead)  of  a Champion ..  3901 ..  (66)  Sept.  1 

Melodrama.  A book  salesman  gets  himself  in- 
volved in  three  murders  at  a society  dog  show. 
Lynne  Overman,  Robert  Paige,  Virginia  Dale. 
Director;  Robert  Florey. 

Grade  Allen  Murder  Case.  .3839. . (75) June  2 

Comedy.  Grade  sends  the  wrong  man  to  jail, 
the  police  to  an  insane  asylum  and  falls  in  love 
with  the  murderers,  before  she  and  Philo  Vance 
solve  a murder  mystery.  Grade  Allen,  Warren 
William,  Kent  Taylor,  Ellen  Drew.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

Grand  Jur.v  Secrets.  .3842.  . (68) June  23 

Melodrama.  Two  brothers,  one  a star  reporter 
and  the  other,  an  assistant  district  attorney, 
fight  against  each  other  for  honors  and  scoops. 
John  Howard,  Porter  Hall.  Gail  Patrick.  Direc- 
tor: James  Hogan. 

Heritage  of  the  Desert.  .3843.  . (73)  June  23 

Western.  A city-bred  lad  matches  fists  and 
wits  with  land  thieves  who  try  to  deprive  him 
of  a ranch  he  inherits.  Donald  Woods,  Evelyn 
Venable,  Robert  Barrat,  Sidney  Toler.  Director: 
Lesley  Selander. 

Hotel  Imperial  . .38.36  . . (80)  May  12 

Drama.  A war  drama  of  a young  woman  who, 
in  search  of  an  officer  responsible  for  her  sis- 
ter’s suicide,  falls  in  love  with  the  man  she 
hates.  Isa  Miranda,  Ray  Milland,  Gene  Lock- 
hart, Reginald  Owen.  Director:  Robert  Florey. 

I’m  From  Missouri.  .3830.  . (77) Apr.  7 

Comed,v.  Burns  goes  to  London  to  interest  the 
British  army  in  his  thoroughbred  mules,  and 
meets  stiff  competition  when  a tractor  mogul 
tries  to  sell  the  government  calvary  tanks.  Bob 
Burns,  Gladys  George,  Gene  Lockhart,  Judith 
Barrett.  Director;  Theodore  Reed. 

Invitation  to  Happiness.  .3841.  . (99)  .....  .June  16 
Drama.  A low-brow  prize  fighter  marries  a 
high-brow  girl.  He  loses  the  world’s  heavy- 
weight championship  and  his  wife,  but  wins 
the  latter  back  again.  Fred  MacMurray,  Irene 
Dunne,  Charlie  Ruggles.  Director;  Wesley  Rug- 
gles. 

Island  of  Lost  Men.  .3848. . (64) July  28 

Drama.  A crazed  Eurasian,  who  has  set  up  a 
kingdom  of  savages  and  outcast  whites  is  foiled 
by  the  daughter  of  a Chinese  general  he  had 
robbed  and  left  to  die.  Anna  May  Wong,  J. 
Carrol  Naish.  Kurt  Neumann  directed. 
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King:  of  Chinatown.  .3827.  . (57) Mar.  17 

Melod  ian>a.  A Chinese  woman  doctor  nurses 
a ganj^ster  leader  back  to  health  after  he  had 
been  shot,  despite  her  hatred  for  him,  and  he 
falls  in  love  with  her,  but  is  later  killed  by 
his  henchmen.  Anna  May  Wong,  Akim  Tami- 
roff,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Director:  Nick  Grlnde. 

Latl.v's  From  Kentucky,  The.  .38,34. . (77) . .Apr.  28 
Comedy  Drama.  A hard-boiled  bookmaker 
learns  the  real  meaning  of  sportsmanship  when 
he  falls  in  love  with  a Kentucky  belle.  George 
Raft,  Ellen  Drew.  Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Magrnificent  Fraud.  .3847.  .(78)  July  21 

Action  Drama.  An  actor  masquerading  as  tho 
president  of  a Latin  American  republic,  at  the 
behest  of  conspirators,  gives  his  life  for  a demo- 
cratic government.  Akim  Tamiroff,  Lloyd  No- 
lan, Patricia  Morlson.  Director:  Robert  Florey. 

Man  About  Town.  .3845. . (85) July  7 

Musical.  A shy  producer,  in  love  with  his  star 
who  is  unaware  of  the  fact,  creates  some  hi- 
larious situations  when  he  pretends  to  be  a gay 
Casanova.  Jack  Benny,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Ed- 
ward Arnold.  Director:  Mark  Sandrich. 

Midnight.  .3828.  . (93)  Mar.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  woman,  stranded  in 
Paris,  pretends  she  is  a Baroness,  and  a taxi 
driver  aids  her  by  posing  as  her  husband. 
Claudette  Colbert,  Don  Ameche,  Francis  Led- 
erer,  John  Barrymore.  Director:  Mitchell  Leiaen. 

Million  Dollar  Legs.  .3846.  . (63) July  14 

Comedy  With  Music.  A bunch  of  college  kids 
put  their  school  on  the  athletic  map  in  defiance 
of  the  wishes  of  the  founder.  Betty  Grable, 
Jackie  Coogan,  John  Hartley,  Donald  O’Connor. 
Director:  Nick  Grlnde. 

Never  Say  Die.  .3832. . (80)  Apr,  14 

Comedy  With  Music.  A man  with  30  days  to  live 
marries  an  heiress  who  Is  running  away  from 
a fortune  hunter.  Martha  Raye,  Bob  Hope. 
Director:  Elliott  Nugent. 

Night  Work.  .3849.  . (61)  Aug.  4 

Comedy.  A pair  of  foster  parents  prove  their 
mettle  when  they  save  their  adopted  son  from 
falling  off  a building,  thereby  having  the  adop- 
tion approved  by  the  lad’s  steeplejack  grand- 
father. Mary  Boland,  Charlie  Ruggles,  Donald 
O’Connor.  Director:  George  Archalnbaud. 

$1,000  a Touchdown ) Sept.  22 

Comedy.  A frustrated  Shakespearean  actor  reads 
a book  on  football  and  organizes  the  world’s 
greatest  eleven  to  save  the  mortgage  on  the 
college.  Joe  E.  Brown,  Martha  Raye.  Director: 
James  Hogan. 

Our  Ijcading  Citizen  ..  3850 ..  (90) Aug.  11 

Drama.  A seat  in  Congress  is  the  reward  of  a 
kindly  lawyer  who  extricates  his  home  town 
from  a series  of  labor-capital-isms  strifes.  Bob 
Burns,  Susan  Hayward.  Director:  Alfred  San- 
tell. 

Range  War.  .3954. . (66)  Sept.  8 

Western.  Hopalong  aids  the  ranchers  who, 

while  constructing  a railroad  trunk  line  for 

shipping  their  cattle,  are  victimized  by  an  un- 
scrupulous land-holder  who  raises  the  toll  for 
use  of  his  thoroughfare.  William  Boyd,  Russell 
Hayden.  Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

Renegade  Trail.  .3859.  . (58)  April  18 

Western.  Hopalong  breaks  up  a gang  of  rust- 
lers, at  the  same  time  aiding  a woman  rancher 
whose  convict  husband  returns  with  threats  to 
disclose  his  identity  to  his  son  who  believes  him 
dead.  W^illiam  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden,  Russell 
Hopton,  Charlotte  Wynters.  Director:  Lesley 

Selander. 

Silver  on  the  Sage.  .3858.  . (68) Mar.  .31 

Western.  Hopalong  poses  as  a gambler  to  find 
the  leader  of  a gang  of  rustlers,  who  uses  a 

double  as  his  alibi.  William  Boyd,  George 

Hayes,  Russell  Hayden.  Director:  Lesley  Selan- 
der. 

Some  Like  It  Hot.  .3837.  . (65) May  19 

Musical.  A jam  session  of  swing  music  aided 
by  laughs  and  romance.  Bob  Hope,  Shirley 

Ross,  Una  Merkel,  Gene  Krupa  and  orchestra. 

Director:  George  Archalnbaud. 

Star  Maker,  The . . 3851 . . (94 ) Aug.  25 

Musical  Comedy.  A musical  dramatization  of  the 
stars  of  yesterday,  in  which  Bing  appears  with 
a group  of  talented  youngsters.  Bing  Crosby, 
Louise  Campbell,  Ned  Sparks.  Director:  Roy 
Del  Ruth. 

Stolen  Life . . 3864 . . (90)  May  26 

Drama.  The  story  of  twin  sisters  of  oi)posite 
types,  one  of  whom  marries  an  explorer  and  is 
accidently  drowned,  whereupon  the  other  as- 
sumes her  Identity.  Elisabeth  Bergner,  Michael 
Redgrave.  Director:  Paul  Czinner. 

Sudden  Money.  .3829. . (62)  Mar.  31 

Comedy.  What  happens  when  Mr.  Average 
American  Family  wins  the  sweepstakes.  Charles 
Ruggles.  Marjorie  Rambeau,  Charles  Grapewln. 
Director:  Nick  Grlnde. 

This  Man  Ts  News.  .3865.  . (75)  Ang.  18 

Comedy  Melodrama.  A reporter  who  knew  too 
much,  scores  a scoop  when  he  makes  up  a mur- 
der story  in  advance  of  its  happenings.  Barry 
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K.  Barnes,  Valerie  Hobson.  Director:  Donald 
MacDonald. 

Undercover  Doctor,  . 3840 ..  (67)  June  9 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  the  activities  of  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  in  his  expose  of  doctors  who  get 
rich  by  treating  wounded  criminals.  Lloyd  No- 
lan. j!  Carrol  Naish,  Janice  Logan.  Director: 
Louis  King. 

Unmarried.  .3838.  . (66)  May  26 

Comedy  Drama.  A tough  prizefighter  and  speak- 
easy proprietress  find  regeneration  through  love 
of  an  orphan  boy.  Helen  Twelvetrees,  Buck 
Jones.  Director:  Kurt  Neumann. 


Union  Pacific.. 3835..  (137)  O May  5 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  hi.story  of  the  building 
of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad.  Barbara  Stan- 


wyck, Joel  McCrea,  Robert  Preston,  Lynne  Over- 
man. Director:  Cecil  B.  DeMille. 

Republic 

Blue  INIontana  Skies.  .844.  . (56)  May  5 

AVestein.  A band  of  Canadian  Northwest  fur 
smugglers  use  a Montana  dude  ranch  as  their 
front,  but  a Canadian  cattleman  seeks  them 
out  to  avenge  the  murder  of  his  partner.  Gene 
Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  June  Storey.  Director; 
B.  Reeves  Eason. 

Colorado  Sunset.  .846.  . (64)  July  31 

Western.  A veterinarian’s  "protective  associa- 
tion” Is  exposed,  and  with  it  the  sheriff’s  pro- 
tection. Autry  wins  the  election,  and  the  cat- 
tlemen’s market  again  is  open.  Gene  Autry, 
Smiley  Burnette.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds.  .808.  . (65) Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  The  offspring  of  a thorough- 
bred they  had  tried  to  disqualify,  grows  up, 
enters  the  derby  and  wins  the  race.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Mary  Carlisle,  George  Hayes.  Director;  Sidney 
Salkow. 

Flight  at  Midnight.  .9111.  . (66) Aug.  28 

Drama.  The  sacrifice  and  courage  behind  the 
scenes  of  air  transportation,  by  men  who  risk 
death  for  the  progress  of  aviation.  Phil  Regan. 
Jean  Parker,  Col.  Roscoe  Turner  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow 

Forged  Passport.  .823.  . (64)  Feb.  16 

Action  Drama.  After  getting  fired  for  being  too 
ready  with  his  fists,  a government  man  goes 
after  a gang  of  alien  smugglers  and  is  rein- 
stated in  the  service.  Paul  Kelly,  June  Lang, 
Lyle  Talbot.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Frontier  Pon.v  Express.  .854 ..  (57)  Apr.  19 

AVestern.  A Pony  Express  Rider  saves  the 
army’s  documents  from  Confederate  spies.  Roy 
Rogers,  Mary  Hart.  Don  Dillaway.  Director: 
Joe  Kane. 

I Al  as  a Convict.  .824. . (62) Mar.  6 

Melodrama.  A multi-millionaire  befriends  two 
paroled  convicts  he  had  met  while  in  prison  for 
income  tax  evasion.  One  of  them.  Intending  to 
rob  him,  is  rehabilitated  when  he  falls  for 
the  man’s  daughter,  and  saves  his  benefac- 


tor from  a kidnap  plot.  Barton  MacLane, 
Beverly  Roberts,  Clarence  Kolb.  Director; 
Aubrey  Scotto. 

In  Old  Caliente  8.56.  . (57) June  23 


Western.  Rogers,  through  the  aid  of  friends, 
traps  the  real  thief  and  clears  himself  of  a 
theft  charge  brought  against  him  by  his  em- 
ployer. Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Jack  LaRue. 
Director:  Joe  Kane. 

In  Old  Montere.v . . 847  . . (70)  .Vug.  14 

AVestern.  A U.  S.  army  sergeant  jjoses  as  a 
cowboy  to  investigate  the  oppo.s'tion  of  cattle- 
men to  the  government’s  purchase  of  ranch 


land  for  war  maneuvers.  Gene  Autry.  .Smiley 
Burnette.  June  Storey.  Hoosier  Hot  Shota, 
Ranch  Boys.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Man  of  Conquest.  . 801 ..  (97)  May  15 


Historical  Drama.  The  story  of  Sam  Houston 
and  his  fight  for  Texan  independence  from 
Mexico,  and  Texas’  ultimate  entry  into  the 
Dnion.  Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Edward  Ellis. 
Director;  George  Nicholls  jr. 

Mexicali  Rose.  .843. . (58)  Mar.  27 

AVestern.  Oil  stock  swindlers  victimize  a girl 
who  runs  an  orphanage  in  Mexico.  Gene  Autry, 
Smiley  Burnette,  Noah  Beery.  Director:  George 
Sherman. 

Mieke.v,  The  Kid . .814 . . (66)  July  3 

Drama.  A gangster’s  boy,  born  into  a life  of 
crime,  fights  his  way  out,  after  the  taste  of  a 
better  environment,  in  his  determination  to  be- 
come an  honest  citizen.  Bruce  Cabot,  Tommy 
Ryan.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Mountain  Rhythm.  .845. . (59)  June  9 

AA'estern.  Gene  Autry  uncovers  a plot  to  de- 
prive the  ranchers  of  their  grazing  lands.  Gene 
Autry.  Smiley  Burnette,  Maude  Eburne.  Direc- 
tor: B.  Reeves  Eason. 

My  AAMfe’s  Relatives.  .810. . (65) Mar.  20 

Comedy.  Mr.  Higgins’  home-made  candy  busi- 
ness takes  a sudden  rise  when  a valuable  dia- 

. mond  is  lost,  and  his  son,  deducing  it  had 
fallen  into  the  candy,  advertises  the  fact  to  the 
public.  James  Gleason,  Lucile  Gleason,  Russell 
Gleason.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 


M.vsterious  DIlss  X.. 809.. (62) Jan.  10 

Melodrama.  An  actor,  accused  of  murder,  is 
freed  by  a peculiar  twist  of  fate.  But  he  and 
the  dead  man’s  daughter  together  solve  the 
murder.  Michael  Whalen,  Mary  Hart,  Chick 


Chandler.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

New  Frontier.  . 868  ..  (56)  Aug.  10 

Western.  A fight  for  a water  pipe  line  to  their 
desert  land  motivates  this  Three  Mesqulteers 
yarn.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan.  Director: 
George  Sherman. 

Night  Riders.  .865.  . (58)  Apr.  12 


Western.  The  Three  Mesqulteers  defy  a gam- 
bler who  uses  a forged  land  grant  to  oust 
ranchers.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Max 
Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Rougli  Riders  Roundup.  .853.  . (58) Mar.  13 

Western.  Two  Border  Patrolmen  are  suspended 
for  allowing  an  outlaw  gang  to  escape.  They 
follow  the  leader  to  his  hideout  and  capture 
the  gang,  which  wins  their  reinstatement.  Roy 
Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Raymond  Hatton.  Director: 
Joseph  Kane. 

She  Married  a Cop.  . 815 . . (65)  July  16 

Musical  Comedy.  A singing  policeman  is  fram- 
ed into  "doubling  for  a pig”  by  an  animated 
cartoon  producer.  Phil  Regan,  Jean  Parker. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Should  Husbands  Work?  . .816.  . (62) July  26 

Comedy.  A wife  beats  her  husband  to  a job  but 
after  queering  a big  deal,  all  is  straightened  when 
it  is  found  the  family  holds  a key  block  of 
stock.  James  Gleason,  Lucile  Gleason.  Direc- 
tor: Gus  Meins. 

Smuggled  Cargo . . 825 . . (61)  .Vug.  21 

l>rama.  The  head  of  the  oran,ge  growers’  as- 
■sociation  is  framed,  and  a near  lynching  is 
averted.  Barry  Mackay.  Rochelle  Hudson. 
Ralph  Morgan.  Director:  John  H.  Auer. 

S.  O.  S.  Tidal  Wave.  .813. . (60) June  2 

Action  Drama.  A television  news  commenta- 
tor combats  gangsters  using  a rival  television 
station  to  telecast  a horror  film.  Ralph  Byrd. 
George  Barbier,  Kay  Sutton.  Director:  John 
Auer. 

Southward  Ho!  (formerly  Headin’  for  Texas) 

8.55..  (.58)  May  18 

Western.  Conflict  arises  between  two  ex-Con- 
federate  soldiers  and  their  ranch  co-owner  when 
they  learn  the  latter  was  a pinion  officer.  Roy 
Rogers.  Mary  Hart,  George  Hayes.  Director: 
Joe  Kane. 

street  of  Missing  Alen  . . 811 . . (65)  Apr.  25 

.Action  Drama.  Upon  his  relea.se  from  Alcatraz, 
a former  gangster  leader  .sets  out  to  wreck  the 
newspaper  which  sent  him  to  prison.  Charles 
Bicicford.  Harry  Carey.  Tommy  Ryan,  Guinn 
AArilliams,  Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Three  Texas  Steers . . 866 ..  (.59)  May  15 

AArestern.  A young  girl  is  led  to  believe  the 
ranch  she  inherited  Is  worthless,  but  the  Three 
Mesqulteers  save  her  from  being  duped.  John 
Wayne.  Ray  Corrigan,  Max  Terhune,  Carole 
Landis.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Wall  Street  rowl>o>  . .857  . (66)  Sent.  6 

AA'estf  rn  New  A'o:k’s  financial  l)arons  wave  s 
battle  of  wits  for  control  of  a ranch  sirtable 
for  mining.  Roy  Rogers.  George  Hayes,  Ray- 
mond Hatton.  .Ann  Baldwin.  liirector:  .Joset^h 
Kane. 

AAN'oyri'ng  g(;7  t.5'>)  .Tune’ll 

Western.  The  Three  Mesqulteers  smash  a poli- 
tical relief  racket  after  the  gang  forces  an  In- 
nocent boy  to  turn  outlaw.  John  AVayne,  Ray 
Corrigan.  Raymond  Hatton,  Donald  Barry.  Di- 
rector; George  Sherman. 

Zero  Hour,  The.  .812.  . (62)  May  27 

Drama.  How  a stage  star,  with  loyalty  and 
courage,  faces  a tangled  problem,  when  the 
man  she  is  about  to  marry  is  hopelessly  crip- 
pled in  an  automobile  accident,  Frieda  Ines- 
cort, Otto  Kruger,  Don  Douglas.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 

RKO  Radio 

.\liMost  a Gentleman.  .920.  . <65) IMar.  31 

T'>rama.  A canine  shows  his  love  for,  and  proves 
his  real  worth  to,  his  master,  who  had  first 
befriended  him  after  he  had  been  condemned 
as  an  outcast,  and  then  had  defended  him  In 
court  on  a murder  charge.  James  Ellison,  Helen 
Wood.  June  Clayworth.  Director:  Leslie  Good- 
wins. 

Bachelor  Mother.  .932.  .(81)  Auff.  4 

Romantic  Comedy.  A sales  girl  finds  herself 
the  “mother"  of  an  abandoned  baby  on  the 
day  she  is  fired.  The  situation  is  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  owner’s  son,  and  he  is 
jockeyed  into  a spot  where  he  is  the  “father." 
Ginger  Rogers,  David  Niven.  Director:  Garson 
Kanin. 

Bad  Lands.  .933.  . (65)  Ang.  11 

Western.  A trapped  posse  of  nine  men,  be- 
sieged by  Apaches  and  a half-breed  killer  re- 
veals the  individual  strength  and  weaknesses 
of  its  members’  characters.  Robert  Barrat, 
Noah  Berry  jr.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 


Career.  .930.  .(78)  July  7 

Melodrama.  A homespun  yarn  of  the  lives  of 
two  families  in  a small  Iowa  town,  which 
film  introduces  the  two  winners  of  the  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood"  contest,  John  Archer  and 
Alice  Eden.  Anne  Shirley,  Edward  Ellis,  Sam- 
uel B.  Hinds.  Director:  Leigh  Jason. 

Conspiracy.  .935.  . (59)  Sept.  1 

Melodrama.  A wireless  operator  on  an  American 
boat  is  marked  for  death  by  a foreign  rival  fac- 
tion. Allan  Lane,  Linda  Hayes.  Director:  Lew 
Landers. 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept,  The.  .002.  . (65) . .Sept.  15 
Comedy.  A cab  driver  with  a love  for  pigeons, 
is  tricked  into  buying  and  entering  in  the  big 
race  a nag  who  dotes  on  alcoholics.  Joe  Ren- 
ner. Betty  Grable,  Tom  Kennedy.  Director: 

Leslie  Goodwins. 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl.  .934.  . (80)  Sept.  22 

Comedy  Draina.  A satirical  farce  subtly  de- 
riding the  rich  and  those  who  envy  them,  along 
with  a smattering  of  current  sociological 
theories.  Ginger  Rogers,  Walter  Connolly,  James 
Ellison.  Director:  Gregory  La  Cava. 

Fighting  Gringo,  The.  .986.  . (60)  Sept.  8 

Western.  A band  of  volunteer  vigilantes  roam 
the  west  to  aid  the  oppressed  and  to  see  that 
justice  prevails.  George  O’Brien,  Lup'.ta  Tovar. 
Director:  David  Howard. 

Five  Caine  Back.  .927. . (75)  June  23 

Drama.  A passenger  plane  crashes  in  a Bra- 
zilian jungle,  and  a drama  of  courage  and 
cowardice  is  unfolded  when  four  people  have  to 
be  left  behind  before  the  plane  can  take  off 
safely.  Chester  Morris,  Kent  Taylor,  Lucille 
Ball.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

Fixer  Dugan.  .922.  . (68)  Apr.  21 

Action  Drama.  Romance  and  tragedy  wend 
tlieir  way  into  this  human  story  of  circus  folks, 
and  how  the  “fixer"  helps  adjust  their  personal 
problems.  Lee  Tracy,  Virginia  Weidler,  Peggy 
Shannon.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Flying  Irishman,  The.  .919. . (73) Apr.  7 

Biographical  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the 
life  of  Douglas  (“Wrong  Way")  Corrigan. 
Douglas  Corrigan,  Paul  Kelly,  Robert  Arm- 
strong. Director:  Leigh  Jason. 

Full  Confession.  .003.  . (72)  Sept.  8 

Drama.  A priest,  bound  by  the  sanctity  of  con- 
fessional, cannot  reveal  the  confession  made  to 
him  of  a crime  for  which  another  man  is  to  be 
electrocuted,  but  uses  his  influence  to  make 
the  real  murderer  give  himself  up.  Victor  Mc- 


Laglen,  Sally  Eilers,  Joseph  Calleia.  Director: 
John  Farrow. 

tireat  Man  Votes,  The.  .913.  . (70) Jan.  13 


Comedy.  An  academic  scholar  turns  to  drink 
when  hl.s  wife  dies,  but  reforms  when  the  Chil- 
dren’s Society  threatens  to  take  away  his  two 
children.  Jolin  Barrymore,  Peter  Holden,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Girl  and  the  Gambler,  The  (formerly  The 

Dove) . .926. . (62)  June  16 

Western  Melodrama.  A Latin-American  Robin 
Hood  with  a dash  of  caballero  wagers  that  he 
can  woo  and  win  a certain  maiden’s  heart  in  24 
hours.  Leo  Carrillo,  Tim  Holt,  Steffi  Duni. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Girl  From  Mexico,  The.  .928.  .(71)  June  2 

Comedy  Melodrama.  An  advertising  man  flies 
down  to  Mexico  to  sign  a radio  personality  for 
a new  program  and  falls  in  love  with  liis  new 
fiery,  Spanish  star.  Lupe  Velez,  Donald  Woods, 
Leon  Errol,  Linda  Hayes.  Director:  Leslie 
Goodwins. 

In  Name  Only.  .936.  . (92)  Aug.  18 

Drama.  The  story  of  a heartless  woman  who 
married  for  wealth  and  social  position,  and 
kept  her  husband  bound  to  a loveless  marriage 
to  prevent  liis  marrying  the  woman  he  loved. 
Carole  Lombard.  Cary  Grant,  Kay  Francis.  Di- 
rector; John  Cromwell. 

Love  Affair.  .916.  . (87)  Apr.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  A couple  break  their  engage- 
ment and  agree  to  meet  in  six  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  girl  is  crippled  in  an 
accident.  Irene  Dunne,  Charles  Boyer.  Di- 
rector: Leo  McCarey. 

Of  Human  Bondage.  .993.  . (83)  . .Reissue. , .July  14 
Drama.  A dramatization  of  W.  Somerset 
Maugham’s  modern  classic  of  the  deep  and 
tragic  love  of  a medical  student  for  a cheap 
waitress  with  a cold  heart.  Leslie  Howard, 
Bette  Davis.  Director:  John  Cromwell, 

Fanania  Lady.  .925.  . (65)  May  12 

Melodrama.  A wealthy  oil  prospector  goes 
through  a complete  rehabilitation  at  the  hands 
of  a dance  hall  girl.  Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane. 
Jaclc  Hively  directed. 

Racketeers  of  the  Range ..  984 (60)  May  26 

Western.  A cattleman  fights  a slick  attorney 
who  tries  to  sell  his  girl  client  out  to  a big 
packing  company.  George  O’Brien,  Marjorie 
Reynolds.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Bookie  Uop.  .923.  . (60)  Apr.  28 

Melodrama.  A young  policeman  shows  his  su- 
periors the  importance  of  police  dogs  in  crim- 
inal detection.  Tim  Holt,  Virginia  Weidler, 
Janet  Shaw,  Ace  the  wonder  dog.  Director: 
George  Howard. 
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Saint  in  London,  The.  .929. . (70) June  30 

Mystery  Drama.  The  Saint  picks  up  a wounded 
man  on  a country  road,  who  leads  him  into  a 
web  of  intrigue  and  super-crime,  with  death  a 
constant  companion.  George  Sanders,  Sally 
Gray.  Director:  John  Paddy  Carstairs. 

Saint  Strikes  Back,  The.  .918.  . (64) Mar.  10 

Mystery-Melodrama.  The  Saint  helps  a San 
Francisco  lassie  clear  lier  name  and  to  wipe 
out  a band  of  thieves  who  had  framed  her 
father,  the  police  commissioner.  George  San- 
ders, Wendy  Barrie,  Jonathan  Hale.  Director: 
John  Farrow. 

Sorority  House.  .924.  . (6.3)  May  5 

Comedy  Drama.  Presents  a celluloid  argument 
against  the  existing  dangers  of  snobbishne.ss 
among  college  sororities.  Anne  Shirley,  J.  M. 
Kerrigan,  Barbara  Read.  Director:  John  Far- 
row. 

8i>ellbinder . .931.  . (70)  July  28 

Melodrama.  A lawyer  kills  the  client,  for  whom 
he  had  obtained  acquittal  when  the  latter  mar- 
ries the  lawyer’s  daughter  as  protection.  He 
then  obtains  clemency  for  himself.  Lee  Tracy, 
Barbara  Read,  Patric  Knowles.  Director:  Jack 
Hively. 

Story  of  Verinui  and  Irene  Castle,  The.. 838 

(92)  Apr.  28 

Musical.  The  rise  of  the  two  internationally 
successful  ballroom  dancers,  taking  the  period 
from  1911  up  to  the  death  of  Castle  as  a flying 
instructor  in  Texas  during  the  war.  Fred  As- 
taire, Ginger  Rogers.  Director:  H.  C.  Potter. 

They  Made  Her  a Spy . .920. . (67) Apr.  14 

Action  Drama.  In  the  belief  that  sabotage  was 
responsible  for  her  brother’s  death,  a young 
woman  joins  the  intelligence  bureau  and  rounds 
up  a foreign  spy  ring,  Sally  Eilers,  Allan  Lane, 
Larry  Blake.  Director:  Jack  Hively. 

Timber  Stampede.  .985.  . (58)  June  30 

Western.  A railroad  man  and  a lumber  baron, 
who  together  plot  to  strip  government  land  of 
timber,  are  halted  in  their  ruthless  attempts. 
George  O’Brien,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director: 
David  Howard. 

Trouble  in  Sundown.  .983. . (57) Mar.  24 

Western.  The  town  banker,  victim  of  a trumped- 
up  charge  of  robbery  and  murder,  is  in  the 
soup  until  the  perpetrators  are  found.  George 
O’Brien,  Rosalind  Keith.  Director:  David 
Howard. 

12  Crowded  Hours  ..917.. (64)  Mar.  3 

Action  Drama.  A reporter  exposes  the  policy 
racket  in  order  to  clear  his  sweetheart’s  broth- 
er. Richard  Dix,  Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane, 
Cyrus  W.  Kendall.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Way  Down  South.  .947. . (62) July  21 

Musical.  Bobby  balks  a scheming  executor  of 
his  estate  who  would  sell  the  plantation  Neg- 
roes. Bobby  Breen,  Alan  Mowbray.  Director: 
Bernard  Vorhaus. 

State  Rights 


Alexander  Nevsky..  (92)  Amkino 

Epic  Drama.  The  invasion  of  Russia  by  the 
Order  of  Teutonic  Knights  in  the  13th  Century. 
Nickolal  Cherkassov.  N.  P.  Okhlopkov.  Direc- 
tor: Sergei  Eisenstein. 

Bizarre  Bizarre. . (84)  Lenauer 

Comedy.  A French  satire  of  British  customs. 


with  an  underlying  plot  centering  around  a 
botanist  who  writes  mystery  stories  under  an 
assumed  name.  Louis  Jouvet,  Francoise  Rosay, 
Michel  Simon.  Director:  Marcel  Came. 

Black  IJmelight. . (63)  Alliance 

Melodrama.  A man’s  mistress  is  murdered,  but 
his  wife  helps  clear  him  of  the  murder  charge 
by  trapping  the  family  lawyer  who  is  obsessed 
with  a homicidal  mania  during  a full  moon. 
Raymond  Massey,  Joan  Marion.  Director:  Wal- 


ter C.  Mycroft.  7-39 

Chanips-Elysees.  . (89)  Tri-National 


Comedy.  A narration  of  the  history  of  the 
Champs-Elysees  in  which  the  love  life  of  Louis 
XV  is  highlighted.  (In  French  with  English 
subtitles.)  Sacha  Guitry,  Jacqueline  DeLubac, 
Lisette  Lanvin.  Director  and  author:  Sacha 
Guitry. 

Conquests  of  Peter  the  Great..  (94) Amkino 

H.storical  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the 
swashbuckling  monarch  who  led  Russia  out  o( 
feudalism,  but  was  forced  to  commit  his  son 
to  execution  for  an  attempted  betrayal.  Rus- 
sian cast.  Director:  Vladimir  Petrov.  9-39 

Crisis..  (86)  Herbert  Kline 

Documentary.  A graphic  illustration  of  the 
events  leading  up  to  Nazi  aggression  in  the 
Sudetenland  and  Czechoslovakia.  Leif  Erikson. 
Dialogue  by  Vincent  Sheean. 

Curtain  Kises,  The . . (85) Frank  Kassler 

Drama.  Two  girls  in  a French  Academy  are 
in  love  with  the  same  fellow.  One  girl  com- 
mits suicide,  disguising  it  as  murder,  so  that 
the  blame  will  be  placed  on  her  rival.  Louis 
Jouvet,  Claude  Dauphin,  Janine  Darcey,  Mady 
Made.  Director:  Marc  Allegret. 

Daughter  of  the  Tong  . (56)  Metropolitan 

Melodrama.  G-Man  Grant  Withers  trails  a Chi- 


nese woman  gangster  who  controls  the  alien 
smuggling  racket  in  Chinatown.  Evelyn  Brent, 
Grant  Withers.  Director:  Raymond  K.  John- 
son. 9-39 

Dead  Men  Tell  No  Tales..  (69) Alltanee 

Mystery  Thriller.  Tlie  matron  of  a boys’  school 
wins  a Sweepstakes,  and  falls  into  the  hands 
of  a murderous  fiend.  Ernlyn  Williams,  I-lugh 
Williams,  Sara  Seegar.  Director:  David  Mac- 
Donald. 9-39 

Death  Goes  North.,  (63) 

Action  Drama.  A wite  aids  a male  conspirator 
in  the  murder  of  her  husband  to  obtain  valu- 
able timber  lands  in  the  North  Woods.  Edgar 
Edwards,  Sheila  Bromley,  Rin  Tin  Tin  jr.  ui- 
rector:  Frank  McDonald. 

Double  Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line. . (83) . .Tower 
Mystery  Drama.  Several  military  men  are  sus- 
pected of  the  double  murder  in  France’s  world- 
famed  Maginot  Line,  until  the  net  closes  in  on 
a German  spy.  Victor  Francen,  Vera  Korene, 
Fernand  Fabre.  Director:  Felix  Gandera. 

Escape  From  Yesterday. . (88) Hoffberg 

French  Drama.  A man-hunt  that  leads  to  ad- 
venture in  North  Africa  with  the  Spanish  For- 
eign Legion.  Jean  Gabin,  Annabella.  Director: 
Julien  Duvivier.  7-39 

Figtiiiag  Ken^^gade.  . (54) \ ictory-Principal 

Western.  Tim  McCoy  in  a dual  role,  first  as  a 
Mexican  guiae  and  tnen  as  i^.il  Carson  seeking 
a murderer,  all  in  the  interests  of  an  indian 
scientific  expedition.  Tim  McCoy,  Joyce  Bryant. 

9-J9 

Foolish  Virgin,  The.  . (80) Waich 

Drama.  Au  elderly  lawyer  runs  off  with  a young 
girl.  Her  brother  follows  and  the  girl  is  shot 
by  mistake  in  a scuiile.  Vicior  Francen,  Juliette 
b’aber,  Gabnelle  Dorziat.  Director:  Henry  Dia- 
niaiii-Beiger. 

Friends. . (94>  Aailuuo 

Uuiuoor  Drama.  How  the  Caucasian  tribes  were 
weiaed  together  as  a revolutionary  torce  in 
1917,  against  their  oppressors.  Boris  Babochkin, 
Nikolai  Cherkassov,  6.  Kayukov,  1C,  DausUvili. 
Director:  L.  Arnshtara. 

Grand  illusion ..  (92)  World 

Diama.  The  eftects  of  war  are  presented  in 
this  drama  depicting  the  hardships  endured  by 
ITench  army  oHicers  in  a German  prison  camp. 
(.In  Trench  with  superimposed  English  dialogue 
titles.)  Eric  von  Stroheim,  Jean  Gabin,  Pierre 
TTesnay,  Dita  Parlo.  Director:  Jean  Renoir. 

Harvest.  . (80)  French  Film  Center 

Drama.  A film  poem  of  a woman  wiio  leaves 
an  itinerant  scissor-griiider  to  marry  a peasaai 
farmer,  and  througn  her  love  inspires  him  to 
harvest  the  land  wasted  by  others,  i^'ernandei, 
Gabriel  Gabrio,  Orane  Demazis.  Director:  Mar- 
cel Pagnol.  9-39 

Hatred. . (. .)  World 

Drama.  A story  of  the  sea,  from  the  novel  by 
O.  P.  Gilbert.  (In  French  with  superimposed 
English  dialogue  titles),  ytarring  Harry  Baur. 

Heartbeat.  . (90)  ..French  M.  P.  Corp 8ept.  4 

Drama.  A human  drama  of  the  honest,  simple 
lives  of  the  Provence  peasants,  with  the  romance 
centered  aiound  a g.rl  who  runs  off  with  a 
scoundrel,  and  returns  a year  later,  only  to  be 
humiliated  by  her  father’s  code  of  honor. 
French  cast.  Director:  Marcel  Pagnol.  9-39 

Heroes  ot  the  Marne..  (85) Spectrum 

French  war  drama.  The  story  of  undying  love 
in  a strife-torn  world.  Raimu,  Albert  Basser- 
mann,  Jacqueline  Porel.  Director:  Andre  Hugon. 

Housemaster.  . (85)  Alliance 

Comedy  Drama.  From  the  English  stage  play, 
“Bachelor  Born,’’  in  which  500  harassed  school 
boys  revolt  against  the  reforms  of  a new  head- 
master. Otto  Kruger,  Diana  Churchill,  Phillips 
Holmes.  Director:  H,  Brenon. 

In  Old  Montana. . (61)  Spectrum 

Western.  An  army  lad  returns  to  his  dad's 
ranch  to  help  settle  the  cattlemen-sheepherd- 
eis’  feud,  which  is  being  kept  alive  by  the  local 
banker.  Fred  Scott,  Jean  Carmen.  Director: 
Raymond  K.  Johnson. 

Indiscretions. . (80)  Tri-National 

French  Comedy.  A middle-aged  woman  has  an 
affair  with  a young  man  and  her  husband  clev- 
erly makes  her  regret  it.  Sacha  Guitry,  Betty 
Dausmond,  Jacqueline  Delubac.  Director:  Sacha 


Guitry.  6-39 

Lenin  in  1918..  (130)  Amkino 


Historical  Drama.  Russian  film  with  English 
titles.  A biographical  portrayal  of  Lenin,  his 
early  struggles  to  keep  his  party  in  power,  and 
the  events  leading  up  to  an  attempt  on  his  life. 
Russian  cast.  Director:  Mikhail  Romn.  7-39 

Lure  or  the  Wasteland ..  (52)  

Western.  Filmed  in  Telco-Color,  and  the  story 
of  a federal  man  assigned  to  recover  the  loot 
hidden  by  train  robbers.  Grant  Withers,  Karl 


Hackett.  Director:  Harry  Fraser.  9-39 

Man  and  His  Wife,  A..  (77) French  Films 


Drama.  How  a middle-aged  man  sucessfully 
wins  his  young  wife  away  from  her  young  lover. 
Harry  Baur,  Suzy  Vernon.  Director:  Jean  Dre- 
ville. 

Man  With  the  Gun,  The..  (88) Amkino 

Drama.  The  screen  version  of  a true  story  of 


the  peasant  whose  accidental  meeting  with 
Lenin  impressed  him  so  much  that  he  joined 
the  revolutionary  forces  of  Lenin  and  Stalin 
against  Kerensky.  M.  Shtraukh,  M.  Gelovani, 
Boris  Tenin.  Director:  Sergei  Yutkevlch. 

iManliatlan  Shakedown.  . (57) Warwick 

Melodrama.  A Broadway  columnist  risks  his 
life  to  find  the  man  who  is  blackmailing  his 
friend.  Itosalind  Keith,  John  Gallaudet.  Di- 
rector: Leon  Barsha. 

Mai>*eilluise . . ( . .)  World 

Drama.  A dramatization  of  the  French  lievo- 
lution.  (In  French  with  superimposed  English 
dialogue  titles.)  Pierre  Renoir,  Louis  Jouvet. 
DireeLoi:  Jean  Renoir. 

iMuthers  of  Today..  (90) Apex 

Drama.  A Yiddish  film  portraying  the  story 
uL  a mother  whose  one  daugliler  marries  a 
gangster'  and  a son  wiio  almost  forsakes  his 
rabbirncal  career  tor  a worthless  woman.  Esther 


i’’ield,  yimon  Wolf,  Paula  Lubelska.  Director: 
Henry  Lynn. 

Murder  Is  News..  (55)  Warwick 


Action  Drama.  A columnist  predicts  the  di- 
vorce of  a wealthy  businessman,  who  later  is 
found  murdered.  John  Gallaudet,  Iris  Mere- 
dith, John  Hamilton.  Director;  Leon  Barsha.  7-39 

iMiitiiiy  of  tile  ElMiiore.  . (73) ICegill 

Action  Drama.  From  Jack  London's  forceiul 
drama  of  adventure  and  mutiny  on  the  high 
cseas,  and  the  hopes  and  desperations  of  these 
sea-iaiiiig  men.  Paul  Lukas,  Lyn  Harding. 
Diiecior:  Roy  Lockwood. 

Nfiglibors.  . (9U) Best  Films 

Comedy.  A Jewish  comedy  of  errors  in  which 
a iiiixup  in  names  brings  contusion  and  ro- 
mance into  the  life  of  a radio  announcer.  Helen 
Gross,  Joseph  Orwid.  Director: 

New  Horizons.  . (92)  Amkino 

Melodrama.  'I'he  birth  of  the  U.S.S.U.  and 
Maxim’s  appointment  as  commissar  ot  tlie  gov- 
ernment bank.  M.  yhtraukh,  M.  Gelovani,  Boris 
Chirkov,  Directors:  Gregory  Kozintsev,  Leonid 
Trauberg.  7-39 

Oppeiiheiin  Family,  The..  (97)  Amkino 

L>rama.  Based  on  the  novel  by  Leon  l euclit- 
wanger.  Portrays  the  life  of  the  Uppenheiins 
under  the  Nazi  regime  terror.  Russian  cast. 
Director:  Gregory  Roshal.  7-39 

Outlaws’  Paradise ..  (55)  > ielory 

Western.  A G-Man  goes  on  the  hunt  for  stolen 
bonds  and  tlie  gang  responsible  for  the  robljery. 
Tim  McCoy,  Joan  Barclay.  Director:  yarn  New- 
field. 

Port  of  Hate..  (57)  31etroiM)Iitan 

Melodrama.  Two  friends  discover  a pearl  oyster- 
bed  in  the  South  yeas,  one  of  whom  gets  killed 
and  the  other  is  leit  to  protect  the  secret  Horn 
peail  raiders.  Polly  Ann  Young,  Kenneth  Har- 
lan, Carleton  Y'oung.  D. rector:  fiarry  y.  Weub. 

9-39 

Prisoner  of  Corbal,  The..  (73) Syndicate 

Drama  From  Rafael  yabatini’s  novel  of  a 
revolutionary  terrorist  who,  in  pursuit  of  a 
woiuaii  of  noble  birth,  uses  all  sorts  of  traps 
to  snare  her.  Nils  Asther,  Noah  Beciy,  Hazel 
Terry.  Director:  Karl  Grune.  9-39 

Kaiigle  Hiver..(72)  J.  H.  Hoffberg 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  importance  of  the  river 
to  cattle  raisers,  in  this  story  trom  the  pen  of 
Zane  Grey.  Victor  Jory,  Margaret  Dare.  Di- 
rector: Clarence  Badger.  6-39 

Uo>al  Divorce,  A..  (87)  Iinpcnitor 

Historical  Drama.  Josephine  holds  no  love-  for 
Napoleon  at  the  time  of  their  marr.age,  but 
liis  love  for  her  sets  him,  out  to  conquer  the 
world.  When  he  becomes  famous,  she  shows 
her  affection,  but  it  is  then  too  late  Ruth 
Chatterton,  Pierre  Blanchard.  Director:  Jack 
Raymond  9-39 

Sable  Cicada. . (87) Modern  Film  Corp. 

Historical.  A Chinese  historical  classic  of  the 
fall  of  the  Han  dynasty.  Violet  Koo,  Y.  L.  Wei, 
1.  E.  Koo.  Hireotor:  It.  Poh. 

Scorched  Earth,  The..  (50)  B.  V.  Miiidenburg 

Iiocumentary.  An  indictment  of  Japanese  ag- 
gression in  China,  the  film  composed  entirely 
of  newsreel  clips.  Narrator:  Cliff  Howell.  7-39 

oinok..  rraiis.  . (oo) . .x»ieiiopolitaii July  1 

Western.  Une  of  the  Bob  yteele  series,  in  whicli 
BOij  meets  lace  to  face  the  villain  who  shot  liis 
fv.ther  m the  back.  Bob  Steele,  Jean  Carmen. 
Director;  Bernard  B.  Kay.  9-39 

Song  of  tlie  Streets.  . (75)  . .Mayer-Burstyii.  .Sept.  1 
Lirama.  French  version  of  “Dead  End”  kids 
growing  up  in  the  slums  of  Paris,  with  neglect 
and  poverty  making  them  potential  criminals. 
French  cast.  Director:  Victor  Trivas.  9-39 

Soviet  Border. . (94)  Amkino 

Action  Drama.  Japanese  aggression  in  the  Sov- 
iet Far  East,  and  how  an  heroic  Soviet  family 
repelled  the  invader.  E.  Tiapkina,  E.  Federova. 
Director:  A.  G.  Ivanov. 

Special  Insi>ector.  . (55)  Warwick 

Melodrama.  A government  agent  is  assigned  to 
get  fur  hijackers  smuggling  their  loot  across 
the  Canadian  border.  Charles  Quigley,  Rita 
Hayworth.  Director:  Leon  Barsha.  6-39 
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Spy  of  Napoleon. . (77)  Unity 

Historical  Melodrama.  English-made  film  por- 
traying the  intrigue  and  machinations  surround- 
ing the  reign  of  Napoleon  Hi,  war  with  Prussia 
in  1870,  and  the  downfall  of  the  French  ruler. 
Richard  Barthelmess,  Dolly  Haas.  Director: 
Maurice  Elvey.  7-39 

Texas  Wildcats. . (58)  Victory 

Western.  Tim  McCoy  poses  as  the  “Phantom” 
to  avenge  the  death  of  his  partner.  Tim  Mc- 
Coy, Joan  Barclay,  Forrest  Taylor.  Director: 
Sam  Newfield.  7-39 

Three  Waltzes. . (80)  Vedis  films 

French  Operetta.  Depicts  the  loves  of  the 
Grandpres  and  the  de  Chalencey  of  1867  France, 
covers  three  generations  and  Strauss’s  music, 
and  brings  the  story  to  a halt  in  a modern  film 
studio.  Yvonne  Printemps,  Pierre  Fresnay.  Di- 


rector: Dr.  Dudwig  Berger.  6-39 

Tiger  Hunt..  (54)  © World 


Adventure  Travelog.  The  story  of  a tiger  that 
terrorized  a native  jungle  village  and  evaded  all 
traps  set  for  him,  until  a beautiful  girl  is  of- 
fered as  prize  to  the  hero  capturing  the  beast. 
Native  cast.  Producer:  Marquis  de  la  Falaise. 

Tiinheiland  Terre*r.  . (75)  Hoffberg 

Melodrama.  Produced  in  Australia,  the  story 
deals  with  the  timberland  country,  and  a liic 
guard  who  saves  the  heroine  and  her  father’s 
timber  business  Shirley  Ann  Richards,  Frank 
Leighton.  Director:  Ken  G.  Hall. 

Tumbleweeds. . (82) . .Keissue.  .Astor  June  9 

Western.  The  same  picture  produced  by  Wil- 
liam S.  Hart  in  1925,  with  Hart  speaking  to 
the  audience  for  the  first  time  in  an  8-minute 
prologue.  William  S.  Hart,  Barbara  Bedford, 
Lucien  Littlefield.  Director:  King  Baggot.  7-39 

Typhoon  Treasure.  . (68)  State  Rights 

Outdoor  Adventure.  A pearler  whose  schooner 
is  wrecked  in  a typhoon  trails  through  a peril- 
ous jungle  to  save  the  treasure  from  thieves. 
Campbell  Copelin,  Joe  Valli.  Director:  Noel 
Monkman.  7-39 

U.  S.  S.  K.  on  Screen,  1939.  . (94) Amkino 

Documentary.  Presents  a collection  of  news- 
reels covering  various  phases  of  Soviet  activity, 
including  the  Moscow  building  program  and  the 
emancipation  of  women.  Narrated. 

Will  (»f  the  People,  The..  (55) States  Right 

Documentary.  A documentary  compilation  from 
the  government’s  film  archives  and  newsreel 
clips  showing  the  Loyalist  struggle  against  the 
combined  Fascist  forces  of  Franco,  Germany  and 
Italy.  Commentary:  By  Producer  Louis  Frank. 

H'iiigs  Over  Africa.  . (62) Merit  Pictures 

Aaventure  Thriller.  Seven  people  go  by  plane 
to  South  Africa  in  search  of  a cache  of  dia- 
monds hidden  there  by  a deceased  prospector. 
Filmed  against  a background  of  authentic  shots 
of  Africa,  its  native  tribal  customs  and  dances. 
Director;  Ladislaus  Vajda. 

With  a Smile..  (78) Malmar 

Comedy  with  Music.  Paris’s  leading  impresario 
hires  back  his  former  boss  whom  he  supplanted 
and  convinces  him  tliat  everything  in  life  awaits 
those  wlio  learn  to  smile.  (In  French  with  Eng- 
lish sub-titles.)  Maurice  Chevalier,  Marie  Glory. 
Director:  Maurice  Tourneur. 

Without  a Home..  (88) ForeigTi  Cinema  Arts 

Drama.  A man  brings  his  family  to  America, 
but  in  his  eagerness  to  make  good  in  the  land 
of  opportunity,  neglects  his  family  for  his  job. 
(A  Yiddish  film  with  English  sub-titles).  Ida 
Kaminska,  A.  Marten,  Warsaw  Synagogue 
Choir.  Director:  A.  Marten. 

World  Is  Ours,  The..  (96) Frank  Kassler 

Comedy  Satire.  The  only  remaining  print  in 
existence  not  destroyed  by  Hitler,  and  made  a 
few  months  before  he  took  over  Czechoslovakia. 
The  story  is  of  two  unemployed  sign  painters 
who  sturhble  on  the  cache  of  arms  hidden  by 
the  “grey  hats”  and  warn  the  w'orkers  in  time 
to  break  up  the  plot.  Voskevec  and  Werich. 
Director:  Mac  Fric. 

2Qth  Century -Fox 

Adientures  of  Sherlock  Holmes.  .005.  . (8.5)  Sept.  1 
Mystery.  A murderous  fiend  runs  amuck  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  in  his  attempt  to  steal  the 
crown  jewels,  to  the  complete  bafflement  of 
the  great  Sherlock  Holmes.  Bas.l  Rathbone, 
Nigel  Bruce,  George  Zucco.  Director:  Alfred 
Werker. 

Boy  Friend . .943.  . (70)  May  19 

Comedy.  When  a murder  occurs  In  the  police 
training  school  which  Jane’s  brother  attends, 
slje  and  her  sweetheart  turn  sleuths  and  capture 
the  crooks.  Jane  Withers.  George  Ernest,  Ar- 
leen  Whelan.  Director:  James  Tinllng. 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island.  .006.  . (73)  Sept.  8 
Melodrama.  Treasure  Island  in  San  Francisco’s 
World  Fair  is  the  background  setting  for  a 
couple  of  well  manipulated  murders.  Sidney 
Toler,  Cesar  Romero.  Pauline  Moore.  Director: 
Norman  Foster. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno.  .948.  . (71)  June  16 

Mystery  Drama.  Charlie  Chan  finds  the  solu- 


tion of  a murder  by  the  elimination  process  dif- 
ficult because  of  dislike  for  the  victim  by  so 
many  individuals.  Sidney  Toler,  Ricardo  Cor- 
tez, Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  Norman  Foster. 

Chasing  Hunger.  .941, . (60)  May  5 

Action  Drama.  Second  of  the  “Camera  Dare- 
devil” series,  in  which  two  newsreel  cameramen 
are  thrown  on  the  track  of  gun  runners  sup- 
plying an  Arabian  leader  with  ammunition  for 
an  uprising.  Preston  Foster,  Wally  Vernon, 
Lynn  Bari.  Director:  Ricardo  Cortez. 

Chicken  Wagon  Family.  .002.  . (65) Aug.  11 

Comedy.  Leo  Carrillo  takes  his  family,  chicken 
wagon  and  all,  to  New  York,  where  they  regain 
a sound  economic  footing  with  the  aid  of  Jane 
Withers.  Carrillo,  Withers,  Spring  Byington. 
Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

Climbing  High.  .8012.  . (71)  April  28 

Comedy.  The  plot  evolves  around  an  advertis- 
ing model,  a millionaire,  a phoney  countess,  a 
jealous  brother,  a Communist  and  a madman. 
Jessie  Matthews,  Michael  Redgrave.  Director: 
Carol  Reed.  Gaumont  British  produced. 

Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for  Women.  . 001 ..  (82)  Aug.  4 
Comedy.  A home  town  girl  wins  back  her  boy 
friend  when,  in  addition  to  becoming  New 
York’s  leading  model,  she  also  saves  him  from 
a shooting  charge.  Ann  Sothern,  Linda  Dar- 
nell, James  Ellison.  Director:  Gregory  Ratoff. 

Everj  bud> Baby  . .935.  . (62)  Mar,  24 

Comedy  Drama.  One  of  the  Jones  family 
series,  in  which  a quack  child  psychologist  hits 
the  town  and  the  young  mother  falls  for  his 
fraud.  Jed  Prouty,  Shirley  Deane,  Spring  By- 
ington, Russell  Gleason.  Director:  Malcolm  St. 
Clair. 

Frontier  Marshal.  .951. . (70)  July  28 

Outdoor  Drama.  How  a sure-shot  he-man 
proved  the  scourge  of  Arizona’s  early  bad  men 
and  brought  law  enforcement  upon  wild  Tomb- 
stone. Randolph  Scott,  Nancy  Kelly,  Cesar  Ro- 
mero. Director:  Allan  Dwan. 

Gorilla,  The.  .944. . (66)  May  26 

Comedy  Mystery.  A mad  gorilla,  on  the  loose, 
terrorizes  a vicinity,  and  the  Ritz  Brother  De- 
tectives are  assigned  to  the  case.  Ritz  Bros., 
Anita  Louise,  Patsy  Kelly.  Director:  Allan 
Dwan. 

Hound  of  the  Baskervilles,  The . .936. . (80) . .Mar.  31 
Melodrama.  A.  Conan  Doyle’s  fictionized  detec 
tive  conies  to  the  screen  to  end  the  terror  of  a 
300-year-old  curse.  Richard  Greene,  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  Wendy  Barrie.  Director:  Sidney  Lanfleld. 

Inside  Story . .934, . (61)  Mar,  10 

Action  Drama.  A newspaper  man,  who  meets 
a night-club  hostess  through  a “stunt”  ad,  saves 
her  from  being  killed  by  the  owner  of  the  club 
who  feared  her  disclosure  of  a murder  to  which 
she  had  been  an  eye-witness.  Michael  Whalen, 
Jean  Rogers,  Douglas  Fowley.  Director:  Ricardo 
Cortez. 

Inspector  Hornleigh . . 945 . . (76)  Apr.  21 

Melodrama.  A detective  with  a stamp  collect- 
ing hobby  solves  a most  baffling  murder  mys- 
tery. Gordon  Harker,  Alastair  Sim,  Hugh  Wil- 
liams. Director;  Eugene  Forde. 

It  Could  Happen  to  You.  .950.  . (72) June  30 

Comedy  Drama.  A faithful  wife  didn’t  think 
it  could  happen,  but  a dead  woman  is  found 
in  the  back  of  her  husband’s  car  w'hen  he  re- 
turns from  his  boss’s  party.  Stuart  Erwin, 


Gloria  Stuart,  Douglas  Fowley.  Director:  Al- 
fred Werker. 

Jesse  James.  .921.  . (105)  © Jan,  27 


Outdoor  Drama.  The  tragic  destiny  of  Amer- 
ica’s boldest  desperado.  Tyrone  Power,  Henry 
Fonda,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director:  Henry  King. 

Jones  Family  in  Hollj'^vood,  The.  .946. . (60)  June  2 
Comedy  Drama.  The  family  of  Pa  Jones  tags 
along  when  he  goes  to  Hollywood  as  a delegate 
to  the  American  Legion  convention,  and  are  bit- 
ten by  the  motion  picture  bug.  Jed  Prouty, 
Spring  Byington,  Shirley  Deane.  Director:  Mal- 
colm St.  Clair. 

Little  Princess.  .9.32.  .(93)  © Mar.  17 

Comedy  with  Music.  Little  Shirley  Is  treated 
like  a princess  until  her  father  is  reported  killed 
in  the  Boer  War.  She  doubts  the  reports  and 
runs  away  from  school  in  search  of  her  father. 
Shirley  Temple,  Richard  Greene,  Anita  Louise, 
Arthur  Treacher.  Director:  Walter  Lang. 

Mr.  Moto  on  Hanger  Island . .937 ..  (64) Apr.  7 

Melodrama.  Mr.  Moto  is  called  upon  by  a dia- 
mond syndicate  to  run  down  a gang  of  clever 
gem  smugglers.  Peter  Lorre,  Jean  Hersholt, 
Warren  Hymer.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation . .952 ..  (65)  .....  .July  7 
Melodrama.  By  dint  of  brainwork  and  jui-jitsu 
Mr.  Moto  saves  the  crown  of  the  Queen  of 
Sheba,  reposing  in  a museum,  from  the  itchy 
fingers  of  an  arch-criminal.  Peter  Lorre,  Joseph 
Schildkraut,  Virginia  Field.  Director:  Norman 
Foster. 

News  Is  Made  at  Night.  .9.53. . (71) July  21 

Action  Drama.  An  editor  and  his  cub  reporter 
unmask  a “friend”  who  is  responsible  for  a 
wave  of  murders  designed  to  cover  his  own 
criminal  record.  Preston  Foster,  Lynn  Bari. 
Alfred  Werker  directed. 


(Iiiiek  Millions.  .004.  . (61)  Aug.  25 

Comedy.  The  Jones  Family  inherit  a gold  mine 
in  the  west,  but  arrive  to  find  the  property  be- 
ing used  as  a hideout  by  bank  bandits.  Jed 
Prouty,  Spring  Byington,  Eddie  Collins.  Direc- 
tor: Mai  St.  Clair. 

Rains  Came,  The . . Oil . . ( 103)  Sept.  15 

Drama.  The  film  version  of  Louis  Bromfield’s 
best  seller,  of  love,  romance,  and  a breathtak- 
ing earthquake  spectacle,  in  exotic  India. 
Myrna  Loy,  Tyrone  Power,  George  Brent.  Di- 
rector; Clarence  Brown. 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid,  The.  .940. . (71) . .Apr,  28 
Outdoor  Drama.  The  Cisco  Kid  bucks  the  boss 
of  the  countryside  to  help  a girl  recover  the 
deed  to  her  ranch.  Warner  Baxter,  Lynn  Bari, 
Cesar  Romero,  Henry  Hull.  Director:  Herbert 
I.  Leeds. 

Rose  of  AVashington  Square.  .942. . (86) ...  .May  12 
Musical.  The  songs  of  yesteryear  are  high- 
lighted in  this  story  of  a burlesque  showgirl 
who  turns  down  a theatrical  contract  to  marry 
a confidence  man.  Alice  Faye.  Tyrone  Power, 
Al  Jolson,  Marie  Wilson.  Director:  Roy  Del 
Ruth. 

Second  Fiddle.  .949. . (85)  July  14 

Musical  Comedy.  A school  teacher  wins  a 
screen  test  contest,  and  a press  agent  tries  to 
promote  a publicity  romance  between  her  and 
a waning  matinee  idol,  but  falls  in  love  with 
her  himself.  Sonja  Henie,  Tyrone  Power,  Rudy 
Vallee.  Director:  Sidney  Lanfield. 

Stanley  and  Livingstone.  .003.  . (100)  O . Aug.  18 
Adventure  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the 
most  daring  assignment  in  journalistic  history. 
Henry  M.  Stanley,  New  York  Herald  reporter, 
fights  death  and  pestilence  in  the  wilds  of 
Africa,  in  his  search  for  Dr.  David  Livingstone, 
missionary-explorer.  Spencer  Tracy,  Nancy 
Kelly,  Richard  Greene.  Director:  Henry  King. 

Stoi>,  Look  and  Love.  .008.  . (57)  Sept.  22 

Comedy.  The  story  of  a well-meaning  but  med- 
dlesome mother  who  drives  away  her  daughters 
suitors  by  talking  too  much.  Jean  Rogers.  Wil- 
liam Frawley,  Robert  Kelland.  Director:  Otto 
Brower. 

Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  The 

. .938.  . (97)  Apr.  14 

Epic  Drama.  The  story  of  a great  love  that  was 
responsible  for  one  of  the  greate.st  inventions 
of  all  mankind.  Don  Ameche,  Loretta  Young. 
Henry  Fonda.  Director;  Irving  Cummings. 

Susannah  of  the  Mounties.  .954.  . (78) June  23 

Outdoor  Adventure.  Shirley,  as  sole  survivor 
of  an  Indian  massacre,  is  taken  under  the  wing 
of  a Canadian  Mountie.  She  averts  another 
uprising  and  saves  the  latter’s  life  when  the 
Blackfeet  tribe  try  to  burn  him  at  the  stake. 
Shirley  Temple,  Randolph  Scott,  Margaret  Lock- 
wood.  Director:  William  A.  Seller. 

AVare  Case,  The . . 8014 . . (72)  July  21 

Mystery  Drama.  A mutual  friend  frees  a 
bounder  husband  from  a murder  charge.  When 
the  husband  learns  the  friend  loves  his  wife, 
he  admits  the  crime  and  kills  himself.  Clive 
Brook,  Jane  Baxter.  Director:  Robert  Stevenson. 

AVIiile  New  York  Sleeps.  .934  ..  (61 ) Mar.  10 

Action  Drama.  A newspaper  man,  who  meets 
a night-club  hostess  through  a strange  ad, 
saves  her  from  being  killed  by  the  owner  of 
the  club  who  feared  her  disclo.sure  of  a murder 
to  which  she  had  been  an  eye-witness.  Mich- 
ael Whalen,  Jean  Rogers,  Douglas  Fowley.  Di- 
rector; Ricardo  Cortez. 

AA’ife,  Husl)and  and  Friend.  .930. . (75) Mar.  3 

Comedy.  A business  man  with  a wife  aspiring 
to  operatic  ambitions,  takes  voice  lessons  him- 
self to  wean  her  away  from  the  idea.  Loretta 
Young,  Warner  Baxter,  Binnie  Barnes,  Cesar 
Romero.  Director:  Gregory  Ratoff. 

AA  inner  Take  All . . 9.39 . . (61 ) Apr.  21 

Comedy  Drama.  A crooked  promoter  make.s  a 
boxing  sensation  out  of  a cowboy  by  fixing  his 
fights  for  him,  but  it  took  a girl  to  turn  him 
into  a real  fighter.  Tony  Martin,  Gloria  Stuart, 
Henry  Armetta,  Robert  Allen.  Director:  Otto 
Brower. 

Young:  Mr.  Lincoln.  .947. . (101)  ^ June  9 

Historical  Drama.  A portrait  of  Lincoln’s  earl- 
ier years  as  a rail-splitter,  humorist,  ple-eating 
contestant,  and  his  experiences  as  a lawyer. 
Henry  Fonda,  Alice  Brady,  Arleen  Whelan.  Di- 
rector: John  Ford. 

United  Artists 

Captain  Fury  (90)  Ma.v  26 

Action  Drama.  An  exiled  Irelander  breaks  the 
rule  of  a tyrant  and  saves  the  land  holding.^  of 
the  Austrian  Colonists.  Brian  Aherne,  Victor 
McLaglen,  George  Zucco,  June  Lang.  Direc- 
tor: Hal  Roach. 

Four  Feathers ..( 109)  © Aug.  4 

Adventure  Drama.  A military  spectacle  of  the 
British  Sudan.  A man  wins  redemption  from 
the  charge  of  cowardice  over  overwhelming  odds. 
Ralph  Richardson,  C.  Aubrey  Smith,  June  Du- 
prez.  Director:  Zoltan  Korda. 


114 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  23,  1939 


THE  COMPLETE  CHECK-UP  ON  CURRENT  RELEASES 


Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (110) Aug.  11 

Melodrama.  Semi-historical  spectacle  of  the 
legendary  twin  of  Louis  XIV,  condemned  to 
life  imprisonment  as  a masked  mystery  man. 
Louis  Hayward,  Joan  Bennett,  Warren  William. 
Director:  James  Whale. 

I'rison  Without  liars..  (79)  Mar,  15 

Drama.  The  new  superintendent  of  a women’s 
prison  in  France  introduces  more  humane  meth- 
ods of  penology,  but  loses  her  lover  to  an  in- 
mate she  had  befriended.  Corinne  Luchaire, 
Edna  Best,  Sally  Wisher,  Barry  Barnes.  Di- 
rector: Brian  Desmond  Hurst. 

Stagecoach. . (92)  Mar,  3 

Outdoor  Drama.  Portrays  the  harrowing  events 
that  transpire  during  a stagecoach  journey. 
Claire  Trevor,  John  Wayne,  Andy  Devine.  Di- 
rector: John  Ford. 

They  Shall  Have  Music  . (120) Aug.  18 

Drama  with  Music.  Jascha  Heifetz  makes  his 
first  screen  appearance,  as  a conductor  who 
saves  a tenement  district  music  school  from 
financial  collapse  by  conducting  a concert  with 
the  children  as  musicians.  Jascha  Heife'tz, 
Andrea  Leeds,  Joel  McCrea,  Walter  Brennan. 
Director:  Archie  Mayo. 

Winter  Carnival. . (90)  July  28 

Comedy.  Dartmouth  College’s  annual  winter 
carnival  is  background  for  this  campus  romance 
of  winter  sport  and  tender  love.  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, Richard  Carlson.  Director:  Charles  F. 
Riesner. 

Wutheriiig  Heights. . (103)  ^ Apr.  7 

Drama.  From  Emile  Bronte’s  novel  of  a love- 
crazed  man  whose  unrelenting  hatred  in  his  re- 
venge against  a lost  love,  warped  the  lives  of 
those  around  him.  Merle  Oberon,  Laurence  Oli- 
vier. Director:  William  Wyler. 

Zenobia. . (71)  Apr.  21 

Comedy.  A village  doctor  treats  a sick  ele- 
phant, who  develops  a strong  affection  for  her 
benefactor  and  becomes  a 6,000-pound  pest. 
Oliver  Hardy,  Harry  Langdon.  Director:  Gor- 
don Douglas. 


Universal 

Big  Town  Czar.  .3018.  . (66)  Apr.  21 

Action  Drama.  A big  shot  gangster  makes  a 
strong  impression  on  his  younger  brother,  who 
leaves  school  to  join  his  gang.  But  tragedy 
soon  takes  the  i>lace  of  glamour.  Barton  Mac- 


Lane,  Tom  Brown,  Eve  Arden.  Director:  Ar- 
thur Lubin. 

Code  of  the  Streets.  .3019.  . (70) Apr.  14 


Action  Drama.  “The  Little  Tough  Guys”  come 
to  the  rescue  of  an  innocent  man,  doomed  to  die. 
Harry  Carey,  Frankie  Thomas,  Paul  Fix,  “Little 
Tough  Guys.”  Director:  Harold  Young. 

Desperate  Trails.  .4058.  . (58) Sept.  8 

Western.  The  hero  discovers  the  sheriff  and 
banker  in  cahoots  with  the  outlaw  gang  who 
run  the  town.  John  Mack  Brown,  Bob  Baker, 
Fuzzy  Knight,  Frances  Robinson.  Director:  Al- 
bert Ray. 

East  Side  of  Heaven.  .3006.  . (88) Apr.  7 

Comedy  With  Music.  A singing  cab  driver  helps 
a mother  by  watching  her  child,  but  gets  In- 
volved in  a city-wide  kidnap  hunt.  Bing  Crosby, 
Joan  Blondell,  Mischa  Auer,  Sandy.  Director: 
David  Butler. 

Ex-CJiamp.  .3010. . (72)  May  19 

Action  Drama.  A retired  ex-champ  loses  his 
job  as  doorman,  and  takes  on  the  training  of  a 
young  lad  who  wins  the  coveted  belt  and  the 
ex-ciiamp’s  daughter.  Victor  McLaglen,  Nan 
Grey,  Tom  Brown.  Director:  Phil  Rosen. 

Family  Mext  Door. . (63) Mar.  31 

Comedy.  A couple  spend  their  savings  to  buy 
land  and  are  about  to  lose  their  investment 
wheai  tliey  discover  rich  mineral  deposits  in  the 
soil.  Hugh  Herbert,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Joy  Hodges. 
Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Forgotten  Woman,  The . . (3031)  . . (68) July  7 

Drama.  A young  woman  becomes  innocently 
involved  in  a crime  mesh  and  is  sent  to  prison, 
where  her  baby  is  born.  She  is  almost  the  for- 
gotten woman,  until  one  of  the  gangsters  makes 
a deathbed  confession.  Sigrid  Gurie,  William 
Lundigan,  Eve  Arden.  Director:  Harold  Young. 

For  Love  or  Money.  .3030. , (66)  Apr.  28 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  employes,  entrusted  with 
$50,000,  lose  the  money,  and  their  boss  gives 
them  36  hours  to  produce.  June  Lang,  Robert 
Kent,  Edward  Brophy.  Director:  Albert  S. 
Itogell. 

Hawaiian  Nights.  . (64)  Sept.  8 

Musical  Comedy.  A hotel  magnate  sends  his 
swing-crazy  son  to  Honolulu  to  work  in  a hotel 
there,  but  he  meets  a young  woman  managing 
a rival  hostelry  and  with  his  orchestra  helps 
put  the  place  on  its  feet.  Johnny  Downs,  Mary 
Carlisle,  Eddie  Quillan.  Director:  Albert  Rogell. 

House  of  Fear,  The.  .3038.  . (66) June  30 

Mystery  Drama.  A producer  restages  a play 
to  track  the  murderer  of  a Broadway  stage 


star.  William  Gargan,  Irene  Hervey,  Alan 
Dinehart.  Director.:  Joe  May. 

1 Stole  a Million.  .3007  . .(78)  July  21 

Drama.  A criminal,  through  no  fault  of  his 
own,  in  fighting  back  to  go  straight,  sacrifices 
his  own  life  to  ensure  the  happiness  of  his  wife 
and  child.  George  Raft,  Claire  Trevor,  Dick 
Foran.  Director:  Frank  Tuttle. 

Inside  Information.  .3040. . (62) June  2 

Action  Drama.  A rookie  cop  uses  scientific 
nieiiiods  to  capture  jewel  robbers.  June  Lang, 
Dick  Foran,  Harry  Carey,  Mary  Carlisle.  Direc- 
tor: Charles  Lament. 

I.udy  in  the  Morgue*  The.  .2027  ..  (7U> Apr.  22 

Mystery  Drama..  A Crime  Club  mystery  wiieie- 
in  the  body  or  a muruered  woman  uisappears 
Horn  the  morgue.  Preston  Foster,  Frana  Jenks, 
Rowland  Drew.  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  Oli» 
Garrett. 

My  Man  Godfrey. . (93)  . .Reissue June  2 

Comedy.  A “socialite  hobo”  lands  a butier’s 
job  in  a wealthy,  madcap  housoiioid  with  two 
wild  daughters  who  cause  no  end  of  trouble 
when  they  both  fall  in  love  with  him.  William 


Powell,  Carole  Lombard.  Director:  Gregory  La 
Cava. 

Mikado,  The  . . 4044  . . (92)  0 Sept.  8 

Musical  Upeietta.  Gilbeit  & c>uliivan’s  muSiC-ti 
opeieita,  tiie  story  oi  Nanki-Poo,  son  of  the 
Mikado,  wno  marries  \um-Yum  against  his 
lather’s  wisiies.  Kenny  Baker,  Jean  Cohn, 


DOyly  Carte  Troupe.  Director:  Victor  Schertz- 
inger. 

Mystery  of  the  White  Room.  .3037.  . (58)  ..  .Mar.  17 
Melodrama.  Mystery  stalks  through  hospital 
corridors  when  the  head  surgeon  is  killed  while 
peiiorming  an  operation.  Bruce  Cabot,  Helen 
Mack,  Joan  Woodbury.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Itio.  . ( . . ) Sept.  22 

Drama.  While  her  husband  is  serving  a iu-ye-..i 
sentence  tor  swindling,  tne  wite  wonts  in  a cai.e. 
wiiere  she  meets  a newspaper  man.  Tne  husuand 
arranges  for  another  man  to  kill  him  so  liis 
wile  can  be  free  to  marry  the  newspaper  man. 
Basil  Rathbone,  Victor  McLaglen,  Signd  Gur.e, 
J-iobert  Cummings.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

Risky  Business . . 3029 ..(78)  Mar.  3 

Melodrama.  A hard-boiled  newspaper  columuist 
interests  himself  in  the  news  angle  behind  the 
abduction  of  a movie  financier’s  daughter,  but 
loses  his  life  to  save  the  girl.  George  Murphy, 
Dorothea  Kent,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  Frances 
Robinson.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Spirit  of  Culver.  .3014. . (90) Mar.  10 

Drama.  A war  orphan  in  a military  school  is 
embittered  over  the  belief  his  father  was  killed 
in  action  in  the  World  War.  Jackie  Cooper, 
Freddie  Bartholomew,  Henry  Hull,  Andy  Devine. 
Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The.  .3009. . (94) June  9 

Drama.  Two  brothers  in  the  British  civil  ser- 
vice find  themselves  faced  with  an  interna- 
tional crisis  that  might  rock  the  entire  world 
if  their  heroic  efforts  fail.  Douglas  Fairbanks 
jr.,  Basil  Rathbone,  Barbara  O’Neil,  Lionel 
Atwill.  Director:  Rowland  Lee. 

They  Asked  for  It.  .3040. . (61)  May  26 

Action  Drama.  A small  town  newspaper,  try- 
ing to  capitalize  on  sensational  news,  points  to 
the  death  of  a farmer  as  murder,  and  gradually 
uncovers  enough  evidence  to  prove  it  was  real 
murder.  William  Lundigan,  Joy  Hodges,  Mich- 
ael Whalen.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up.  .3001. , (87)  ..  .Mar,  24 
Comedy  With  Music.  Sequel  to  its  predecessor, 
“Three  Smart  Girls,”  in  which  complications 
and  misunderstandings  arise  when  one  sister 
becomes  engaged.  Deanna  Durbin,  Nan  Grey, 
Helen  Parrish.  Director:  Henry  Koster. 

Two  Bright  Boys..(..)  Sept.  15 

Drama.  A gambler  and  his  son,  who  are  hired 
by  an  unscrupulous  oil  operator  to  obtain  land 
from  a widow  and  her  son,  become  good  friends 
with  the  latter  and  help  them  instead.  Jackie 
Cooper,  Freddie  Bartholomew,  Melville  Cooper. 
Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Under-Pup.  . (88)  Sept.  1 

Drama  with  Music.  The  adventures  of  an  east- 
side  tomboy  in  a snobbish  camp  of  socialite 
girls.  Gloria  Jean,  C.  Aubrey  Smith,  Virginia 
Weidler. 

Unexpected  Father  (Formerly  Sandy  Takes 

a iiow) . .3668.  . (89)  July  14 

Comedy.  Baby  Sandy,  the  child  sensation  in 
“East  Side  of  Heaven,”  plays  the  starring  role 
in  her  second  film,  as  an  orphan  who  is  cared 
for  by  her  mother’s  dancing  partner.  Measles 
and  the  authorities  intervene,  but  the  baby 
goes  on  a hunger  strike  until  she  is  returned. 
Baby  Sandy,  Shirley  Ross,  Dennis  O’Keefe, 
Mischa  Auer.  Director:  Charles  Lament. 

When  Tomorrow  Comes.  .3003.  . ^90)  Aug.  11 

Drama.  Irene  Dunne  and  Charles  Boyer  fall 
in  love,  but  she  agrees  to  forget  about  him 
when  Boyer  introduces  her  to  his  wife,  who  is 
mentally  ill.  Boyer,  Dunne,  and  Nydia  West- 
man.  Director:  John  Stahl. 


Warner  Bros. 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden.  .321, . (58) Mar.  18 

Action  Drama.  From  the  newspaper  comic 
strip  cartoon,  detailing  the  adventures  of  the 
feminine  star  reporter.  Rosella  Towne,  Wilham 
Gargan.  Director:  Terry  Morse. 

Dodge  City.  .304.  .(104)  0 Apr.  8 

Outdoor  Drama.  A spectacle  of  the  west  bacK 
in  ’72  when  the  railroad  reached  Southwest 
Kansas  and  the  steers  out  of  Texas  made  that 
outpost  town  a roaring  beehive  of  activity. 
Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  De  Havilland.  Director: 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Hell’s  Kitchen.  .312. . (81)  July  8 

Action  Drama.  A philanthropic  gangster  on 
probation  takes  charge  of  a wayward  home  tor 
boys,  but  jjandemonium  breaks  out  when  the 
gangster  is  framed  and  the  institution  threaten- 
ed. Head  End  Kids.  Direciors:  Lewis  Seiier  and 
E.  A.  Dupont. 

Indianapolis  Speedway.  .315, . (82)  Aug.  5 

Drama.  A racer  tries  to  keep  his  kid  broiner 
from  the  track  and  from  the  latter’s  girl.  He 
fails  in  both,  but  reconcilation  comes  when 
both  ride  to  victory  in  the  big  race.  Fat 
O’Brien,  Ann  Sheridan.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Juarez.  .301. . (127)  June  10 

Historical  Drama.  An  Indian  boy  becomes 
Mexico’s  liberator  in  its  fight  for  Democracy 
in  1864.  Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis,  Brian  Aherue. 
Director:  William  Dieterie. 

Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden  Staircase 

4i9.  . (00)  Sept.  9 

Melodrama.  Two  sisters  plan  to  donate  tiieir 
estate  for  a children’s  hospital,  but  someone 
else  linds  the  property  valuable  for  a puid^o-^e, 
ami  uses  murder  to  thwart  the  original  plans. 
Honita  Granville,  Frankie  Thomas.  Director. 
William  Clemens. 

Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter.  .324.  , (69) . .June  17 
iirama.  Nancy  dues  some  more  detectifying  in 


her  own  way  to  save  an  innocent  man  from  the 
electric  chair.  Bonita  Granville,  Frankie 
Thomas,  John  Lite!.  Director;  William  Clemons. 

Naughty  But  Nice.  .311.  . (90)  July  1 


Comedy  With  Music.  A music  professor,  raised 
by  maiden  aunts,  goes  to  New  York  to  market 
his  rhapsody,  and  meets  a fourth  aunt  who 
shows  him  the  swing  side  of  music.  Dick 
I'owtll,  Ann  fciiieridaii.  Director:  Ray  Hiiright. 

Otf  the  Record.  .314.  . (68)  Jan.  21 

Drama.  A girl  reporter  marries  a newspaper- 
man so  they  can  care  for  a youngster  who  has 
been  made  the  tool  of  a gambling  ring.  Through 
the  boy  they  find  the  leader.  Joan  Blondell, 
Fat  U Hi'icii.  Diic-ctOi  . Jamt;S  i- luo^. 

Oklahoma  liid.  .308.  .(80)  Mur.  11 

Outdoor  Drama.  A noLorious  outlaw  avenges  the 
murder  of  ins  tathei  and  brother,  at  the  same 
time  ridding  a pioneer  town  from  the  rule  of 
the  gambler  responsible  tor  the  murders.  James 
Cagney,  Humphiey  Bogart,  Itosemary  Lane.  Di- 
rector: Lloyd  Bacon. 

On  Trial.  .323.  . (62)  Apr.  1 

Melodrama.  A dramatization  of  Elmer  Rice's 
play,  in  which  the  main  cliaracier,  on  trial  for 
murder,  refuses  to  liit  a finger  in  his  own  de- 
fense. His  wite  disappears  but  turns  up  at  the 
rigiit  nioineiu  to  convince  the  jury  that  her 
husband’s  act  was  jnsLilied.  Joiin  Litei,  Mar- 
garet Hiiid&ay.  Duector;  'lerry  iviorse. 

Secret  Service  of  the  Air,  . 320 . . (61) Mar.  4 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  tiie  federal  govern- 
ment’s activities  in  rounding  up  a ring  of  crooks 
smuggling  aliens  into  tiie  country  across  the 
Mexican  border.  Ronald  Reagan,  ila  Rhodes. 
Director:  Noei  Smith. 

Torchy  Plays  With  Dynamite.  .326. . (59) . .Aug.  12 
Comedy.  Newspaperwoman  Torchy  goes  to  jail 
to  get  next  to  a gangster’s  girl,  fn  a jailbreak 
she  saves  the  gill’s  life  and  the  gangster  is  ap- 
prviieiiatrd.  Jane  Vvyniaii,  ^iieii  jcnivixiS.  Huec- 
tor;  Noel  Smith. 

Torchy  Runs  for  Mayor.  .322. . (60) May  13 

Comedy  Drama.  Vv  lien  Torchy's  paper  lefuses 
to  print  an  expose  of  crooked  city  politics,  she 
decides  a new  mayor  is  necessary  and  through 
the  perpetration  of  a practical  joke  becomes 
the  winning  candidate.  Glenda  Farrell,  Bar- 
ton MacLaiie.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

Waterfront.  .325.  . (59)  July  15 

Action  Drama.  The  lives,  loves  and  hates  of 
the  longshoremen  and  stevedores.  Gloria  Dick- 
son, Dennis  Morgan,  Ward  Bond.  Director: 
Terry  Morse, 

Women  in  the  Wind,  .316. . (65) Apr.  15 

Action  Drama.  An  aviatrix,  in  need  of  money 
for  an  operation  on  her  crippled  brother,  enters 
the  women’s  air  derby,  and  ends  up  a la  “Wrong 
Way”  Corrigan.  Kay  Francis,  William  Gargan, 
Victor  Jory.  Director:  John  Farrow. 
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Alphabetical  Index  of  Feature  Releases 

Def^ig^fied  on  a Tinie-savIniC  Guide  for  KThlMtors  Wbo  Know  Ibe  Title  of  • Pirtiire*  but  Do  Not  Recall  the  Producer  or  ni«itrlbiiror.  All  PIctoreM  l.lsted 
Here  Appear  in  the  PKGDl  <''TION  INOKX  in  Alphabetical  Order  l uder  the  Proper  Company  lleadiiii^s.  Date  Following:  Title  is  l!«Nue  of  Review* 


A 

A Woman  Is  the  Jiidgre  (Col)  July  8 
Acru^»  the  J‘laiiis  (.Alono)  June  3 
AtJ\eiiluie!»  ul  June  Arileii  (WH) 

Feb.  18 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 
(20th-Fox)  Aug.  26 
Alexander  Nev>li.>  (Amk)  Apr.  15 
AImh»<»i  a MiKO'i  Mar.  11 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 
(M-G-M)  July  15 
Angels  \>a»ii  iheir  Faces  (FN) 

Aug.  5. 

Awful  Truth  (Col)  reissue 

B 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 
Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para)  Apr.  15 
Bud  Lunds  (RKO)  July  29 
i>each('oi(ii»er»  1 lie  0'uia>  Dec.  3 
B- au  Ge  te  (Pa  a)  A'‘ir.  29 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug.  5 
Big  Tou  II  <. /nr  (Univ;  Apr.  22 
Bi/iirre,  Bi/>i*re  M.eriHuer)  Apr.  15 
Black  Limelight  (SR)  July  8 

Liucixiiia.i  va.x-G-M;  t'Cp...  l6 

Blackn  ell’s  Islaiul  (FN)  Mar.  4 
Bia/inu  iWB) 

Blind  Alley  (Col)  Apr.  29 
Bloiidie  Meets  the  Bunn  (Col) 

Mar  4 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col) 

July  22 

Blue  .Moniana  Skies  (Rep)  May  6 
Bo\  Frienii  (20rh-Fox)  May  13 
B<»>n  |{etnriiuilory  (Mono)  May  6 
Bridal  Suite  (M-G-M)  May  27 
Bro>ii|i\)i>  xt^rt^inide  Apr.  8 

Bulldog  Druinuiond’s  Bride  (Para) 
June  24 

BuIhlMg  Drijiiimoiid’s  Secret  Police 
(Para)  Apr.  8 

c 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11 
Culling  l>r.  Kildare  (M-G-M)  Apr.  29 
Capiaiii  I iir>  (LA)  May  13 
Career  (RKO)  July  1 
L j.  ri-Nat’l)  Feb.  25 
Ct^iHiiie  1 iiaii  at  \irea.5ure  laluud 
(zOlIi-I*  OX)  Aug.  5 
Charlie  Chau  in  lleno  (20th-Fox) 

J uue  3 

Cha^mi'  Diinger  (20ih-Fox)  Jan.  7 
Chicken  Wagon  Family  (20th-Fox) 
Cliinbiiig  Hign  (2ULii-l'ox)  Apr.  22 
Ciouu.N  »#\cr  i.urope  (Ool)  June  iO 
Couat  Guard  (Col) 

Code  Oi  iiie  feecret  Service  (FN) 
May  13 

CoMr  nl  (lie  Mreels  (I’niv)  Jan.  28 
Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  Aug.  5 
Coiiicssioiid  oi  a i'py  (i'N) 

Api.  29 

Con.iue^ts  of  Peter  the  Great  (Amk) 
Sept.  2 

Con.^piiacy  (RKO)  Sept.  2 
('oii%i<-lS  ('«ide  (Mono)  Peb.  18 
Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  June  8 
(Kiiiic)  Mai.  25 
Curiain  Kises  (ivasslei)  Apr.  29 

D 

Dark  Aictory  (FN)  Mar.  11 
Duogiittr  oi  the  long  .'<R)  Aug.  26 
Daughters  Courageous  (FN)  June  24 

A>u..  I..C  »*  epe 

sept.  9 

Dcaa  Men  Tell  No  Tales  (SR) 

Aug.  5 

Deatii  Goes  North  (SR)  Aug.  12 
Death  ot  a Cna*upioii  (Para)  Sept.  2 
Desperate  Irails  (Univ) 

DotJge  Cily  (VVB)  Apr.  8 
Double  Crime  in  the  Muginot  Line 
(Tower)  Apr.  29 

Down  the  Wyoming  Trail  (Mono) 
June  17 

Driiiiug  \iestward  (Mono)  Mar.  25 

Dust  lie  My  Destiny  (i’N)  Aug.  19 

E 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  Aug.  19 
IM^t  side  of  ll»‘aven  (Unlv)  Apr.  15 
Easy  Money  (Inv) 

Elsa  Maxwell  s Hotel  for  Women 
(20lh-Fox)  July  29 
Escape  From  \esterday  (SR) 

L V r * .t  r 

E\er>bod>*N  Bub>  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  3 
Exile  ExprcNN  (GN)  Feb.  18 
Ex-Chump  (Unlv)  May  20 
F 

Family  Next  Door  (Univ)  Apr.  8 
Leucral  Muii-iluiil  (itep)  Jau.  14 
Filtli  Avtniie  G*rl  (RKO)  Aug.  26 
Fighting  Gringo  (RKO)  Sept.  2 
Fighting  Keiiegade  (SR)  Sept.  9 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21 

First  Offenders  Mar.  11 

Five  Came  Back  (RKO)  June  10 
1 i\e  lUiCie  x'epi^ers  ((Jol) 

Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  Apr.  29 
F^'V^t  a*  ''Tidnight  (Pep'  Sept.  2 
Fljdng  Irishman  (RKO)  Mar.  11 


Foolish  Virgin  (SR)  Jan.  21 

For  l./Ove  or  Money  (Univ)  Apr.  22 

l orged  Pa-^-porl  ( Hf»p)  F#^b  11 

Forgotten  Woman,  The  (Unlv)  July  8 

Four  Featliers  (UA)  June  24 

I <»ur  liirlN  111  While  (M-G-M)  Jan  28 

Fri«‘n<U  (cm  Jan  21 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  July  29 

Frontier  Poii>  ExpreNN  (Rep)  Apr.  15 

Fioiiiier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17 

Full  CoiifesMon  (RKO)  Aug.  26 

G 

Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10 
Ga  g’s  All  Here  (Asso-Hrit.)  .4pr.  29 
Girl  and  the  Gambler,  The  (RKO), 
June  10 

Girl  From  Mexico  (RKO)  May  20 
Girl  From  Kio  (Mono)  Aug.  12 
I W Ui  ti  , Co.  , . g.  .1 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Pnris  (Col)  June  24 
Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  May  20 
Gorilla,  I he  ( 2‘'i  h- l-'ox ) May  27 
Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case  (Para) 
May  13 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para)  May  20 
lirami  IliiiHton  (World) 

Great  Man  \ oles  (RKO)  Jau.  14 

H 

Ilarilys  Itide  High,  The  (M-G-M) 
Apr,  22 

Ha.  »c  t (SR)  Aug.  5 
Haired  (World) 

Hawaiian  Niguts  (Univ)  Aug.  26 
Heattueat  (sK)  Sept.  9 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24 
Ijc-iiagc  o.  i>e'i«i  (jra.aj  Mar.  25 
Heroes  of  the  Marne  (SR)  May  6 
liiuueii  Co\\er  (Coi;  May  2/ 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  Aug.  26 
Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  Apr.  22 
Hound  of  (he  BuNkervilles,  The 
(2Ulh-Fox)  Apr.  1 
IIoii^emaH|#»r  (Aniapre)  Apr.  15 
Hou-se  of  Fear,  The  (Univ)  May  20 
liucivleberry  linn  (M-G-M)  Feu.  18 

I 

I stole  a Million  (Unlv)  July  22 
I a («»otMl  vKe(>>  h eu.  Zo 

lie  lullieN  of  I!i39  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 
IdinI’N  Delight  (M-(i-M)  Feb.  4 
Illegal  I'raltic  (Para)  Nov.  5 
Fill  I rmu  .MiNsonri  (Para)  Mar.  25 
in  Dni>  (j;K(,))  Aug.  12 

In  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  July  15 
In  Uid  .'luiitaaa  (dpectiuin>  Apr.  8 
in  Kflii  ;>iontv  rc.v  iJ,ep)  J Iv 
Indianapolis  S|)eedway  (WB)  July  15 
limiMrtiionN  (Si^j  May  2U 
liiNide  liiturmulioii  (Univ)  June  10 
liiNiUe  Mor>  (2oih-l‘’ox)  Oct.  22 
Inspector  ilurnleigli  (20th-Fox) 

Am.  22 

Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 

May  20 

Iri  h l.nck  (Mono)  Aug.  26 
Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para)  July  29 
it  ( otild  Happen  to  \uu  (2Ulh-Fox) 
June  3 

It’-  a Wonderful  W’orld  (M-G-M) 
May  13 

J 

JesNe  James  (2^tb-Fox)  Jan.  21 
Jones  Family  in  Hollywood 
(2uth-Fox)  May  27 
Juarez.  (WB)  Apr.  29 

K 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN)  May  27 

Iviii  A Ac.v^s  (M-(j-*vlc  .A.pr.  8 

King  of  Ciiioatown  (Para)  Mar.  11 
Koiiga,  the  \>  lUi  Stallion  (Goi) 

L 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar,  11 
l.oti.t  III  I hr  V|Mii:(ie  (t  ntv  I Oct.  23 
Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M)  Aug.  12 
L*m,\ ’s  i'lum  IveiUucky  (Para) 

Apr.  15 

I.aw  Comes  to  Texas  (Col)  May  27 
Lenin  in  1918  (SR)  July  8 
LilUe  I’rince-N  (2Utb-l*ox)  Feb.  25 
Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Lost  Horizon  (Col)  reissue 
Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  11 
lanky  Night  (M-G-M)  May  6 
Lure  of  tiie  Wa.delaiid  (SR)  Aug.  26 

M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 
]Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 
Man  About  Town  (Para)  June  17 
Man  and  His  Wile,  A (French  Films) 
Apr.  15 

iMan  From  Sundoum  (Col)  Aug.  5 
3lan  From  Texas  (Mono)  Aug.  12 
Man  in  the  Iron  Muvk  (UA)  July  8 
Man  ol  LuiiqueNl  (R.ep)  Apr.  15 
Man  They  Could  Not  Hang  (Col) 
Aug.  19 

Man  Who  Dared  (FN)  Apr.  8 
Manhutiuii  Miakeduun  (Warwick) 

Apr.  22 

IMarseillaise  (World ) 

Mevii'ali  Rose  (Rep)  Apr.  1 
Mickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1 


Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 
MC-'^do,  (Fnr  ) Jau.  7 

Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para)  July  15 
Mira<-les  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 
Dli— ing  Ihitighlers  iCnIi  Am.  29 
Mountain  Khythin  (Rep)  July  8 
Moiher-  nl  '|iMhi>  (Apex).  Mar.  25 
Dir.  DIoto  on  Danger  Island 
(2nth-Fov'  Mar.  1« 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation  (20th- 
Fox)  Nov.  19 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown  (Mono) 

July  22 

Murder  Is  News  (SR)  July  8 
Miillny  on  the  El-iiiore  (Regal) 

Feb  25 

My  Man  Godfrey  (Univ)  reissue 
Dl.>Nler>  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18 

Dly-tery  of  the  White  Room  (Unlv) 
Afir.  1 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4 

N 

Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden  Stair- 
ra  e (W''B)  A’  g.  2 6 
Nancy  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter  (WB) 
Naughty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10 
Ne\er  "nh'  Die  «Para)  Mar.  11 
New  Frontier  (Rep) 

New  Horizons  (SR)  May  27 
News  Is  Made  at  Night  (20th-Fox) 
July  8 

N'gbi  Riders  ^Ren)  Apr.  8 
Night  W'ork  (Para)  Aug.  12 
N H - N ' 

North  of  the  Yukon  (Col)  July  1 

O 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO)  reissue 
Ulviaiiuiim  Kiu  v'^B)  Mai.  15 
OiU  >l  Id  (FN)  Aug.  .5 
On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  July  8 
On  i rml  (WB;  Mar.  25 
S^i,0(>0  a loiiciidown  (Para) 

Oiil>  Angels  Have  Wings  (Col) 

May  20 

OppeiUieliu  Family,  The  (SR)  June  3 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.  5 
Ouita\t»  i'aiU4ii-r  ( V b.  lot  > ) Apr.  29 
Oi  post  oi  (lie  joimi's  iCol» 
Outside  These  Walls  (Col)  June  3 
P 

Fmific  Liner  (RKO)  Dec.  31 
Fugliucci  (GB) 

Panama  l.ad>  (RKO) 

I'unaiiia  Patrol  (GN)  Feb.  25 
Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  July  8 

A U,  A.«4(C  xj 

I’rKoii  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
Prisoner  oi  Corbai  (SR;  Sept.  9 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  10 

Q 

Quick  Millions  (2Ulh-Fox)  Aug.  5 

R 

Racketeers  of  the  Range  (RKO) 
May  20 

Ka*n2>  Came,  The  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  16 
Kaage  War  (Para)  Aug.  12 
Rangle  River  (SR)  May  20 
IteU  Kiver  Range  (itep)  Apr.  29 
Renegade  Traa  (Para)  July  29 
Return  of  the  Ci-co  Kid*  The 
(2uth-Fox)  Apr.  29 
Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono) 

1*10  \ L'liJ  V ; 

Ri-ky  Business  (Unlv)  Mar.  11 
Kotliii*  We-lward  (Mono)  Apr.  1 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col) 
Apr.  29 

Rookie  Cop  (RKO)  Apr.  29 
KoMe  of  Washington  Square 
(2Uth-Fox)  May  13 
ICough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep)  Mar.  25 

Roiigii  liuiiiig  itii>(iiiii  (Gouai 
Royal  Divorce,  A (SR)  Sept.  9 

s 

Saint  in  London  (RKO)  July  1 
Suinl  Mrikes  Back,  The  (RKO) 

Feb.  18 

Scorched  Earth  (SR)  May  27 
Second  Fiddle  (20ih-Fox)  July  8 
Secret  Service  ol  the  Air  (VVB) 

Feb.  11 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M)  Mar.  26 
She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  July  1 
Shine  Dii,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep) 

May  27 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono)  Aug.  5 
Should  Husbands  Work?  (Hep) 

July  22 

SiUer  on  (he  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18 
Singing  Cowgirl  (GN)  June  3 
Six-Gun  Rhythm  (GN)  Feb.  18 
(),(i00  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3 
Sky  Patrol  (Mono) 

Smoky  Trails  (SR)  Aug.  19 
Smugglerl  Cargo  (Rep)  Aug.  26 
Society  l,awyer  (M-G-M)  Apr.  1 
Some  Like  It  Hot  (Para)  May  13 
Song  of  the  Streets  (SR)  Aug.  12 
Sorority  Hoii«e  (RKO)  Apr.  22 
S.  O.  S.  Tidal  W’ave  (Rep)  June  3 
Southward,  Hoi  (Rep)  June  17 


Special  Inspector  (.«?!?)  May  6 
S)>ellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 
S|H»iler>  of  the  Range  (Col)  June  10 
Npirii  <»(  <'iiK**r  il'iiiv)  Mar  4 
Spy  of  Napoleon  (SR)  May  27 
Maget'oui  ti  I L A)  Feb.  11 
Stand  I p and  Fight  (M-G-M)  Jan.  7 
Maiiil-  In  I I'  A ) 9 

Stanley  and  Living.stone  (20th-Fox) 
Aug.  5 

Star  Maker,  The  (Para)  Aug.  19 
Sfiirliglii  0\<'r  Tf»xas  i Mono) 

Stolen  Life  (Para)  Apr.  29 
Stop,  Look  and  Love  (20th-Fox) 
Sept.  2 

Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 
(20th-Fox)  Apr.  8 
Story  of  > ernon  and  Irene  Castle 
(RKO)  Mar.  18 
Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24 

Street  of  Mi'iMng  Men  (Rep)  Apr.  29 
Strei't-  of  Ne\\  S'ork  (Mono)  Apr.  15 
Stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 

Stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 
Sudden  .Mone>  (Para)  Mar.  25 
Sun  Never  Sets  (Tiniv)  June  10 
Susannah  of  the  Mounties  (20th- 
Fox)  June  17 

Sweep?*luKes  Winner  (FN)  Apr.  22 

T 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M)  June  3 
'I»*ll  No  tale".  (M-G-M)  May  2U 
Texas  Wildcats  (SR)  June  24 
Ci*rxH  (iVi-G-M) 

Aug.  26 

They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)  July  8 
They  Asked  for  It  (Univ)  July  8 
'J  Im*.>  .Made  Her  u Np>  (RKU> 

Mar.  2.5 

They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  July  15 

o-a.*  .New?*  V*  aia;  July  Z9 

1'hr**e  (d  u Kind  (inv) 

Three  Miiart  tdrU  Grow  Up 

< I ’ ni\‘ ) Mar.  25 

Three  Texas  Steers  (Rep)  June  24 
Thr«‘e  WuUze»  (SR)  May  20 
'J  iMitideriiig  We^l  (Col;  Apr.  15 
liger  Hunt  (World)  Apr.  29 
Timber  Stampede  (RKO)  June  24 

..^ituat  (xvl-Lr-M^ 

Timber. irul  Te'*»*o-  (*^10  A g.  5 

Torchy  Plays  With  D^mamlte  (WB) 
Aug.  5 

Tom  ii.\  Runs  for  Dlayor  (WB)  Apr.  1 
Trapped  by  O-Meii  vCol;  reviewed 
unaei  title  (River  of  Missing  Men) 
Sept.  11 

Trapped  in  the  Sky  (Col)  Feb.  18 
Trigger  Smith  (Mono)  May  13 
Trouble  in  rundown  (KKL>)  Mar.  11 
Tujiibleweeds  (SR)  reissue  May  27 
Iz  truuucu  lluur^  (i*±vu)  Teu.  18 
Two  Br  ght  Boy-i  (Univ)  Sept.  23 
Typhoon  Treasure  (SR)  May  27 

U 

C.  S.  S.  R.  on  the  Screen  1939 
(Amk)  Aug.  19 
linlei  >(i'*piiion  (Col)  Nov.  27 
I ndercover  Agent  (Mono) 

Undercover  D«K'tor  (Para)  May  27 
I ime.  -I'.ip  (1  iv  ) Se  1.  2 
Unexpected  Father  (Univ)  July  22 
1 II. till  i‘a4'i(i<'  (i’ara)  May  6 
Unmarried  (Para)  May  27 

w 

W’all  Street  Cowbiiy  (Rep)  Sept.  9 

Wanted  iiy  Scotland  Yard  (Mono) 

Apr  29 

Ware  Case,  The  (20th-Fox)  July  29 
D\aterlroiil  (WB)  July  1 
Way  Down  South  (RKO)  July  16 
Weslerii  Curu\an:«>  (L'ol) 

When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) 

\\liile  New  lurk  Sleeps  (Zuih-Fox) 
Uct.  22 

Whimpering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
Wile,  llu.sbaiid  and  Friend 
(20th-l'’ox;  Feb.  18 
Will  of  the  People  (SR)  Mar.  4 
Wing*  Over  Air.ea  iSK)  Aug.  5 
Winner  Take  All  (2^>th-Fox)  Feb.  25 
AVinter  Carnival  (UA)  July  16 
Within  the  Law  (M-G-M;  Mar.  18 
Without  a Hume  (Foreign  Cinema 
Arts)  Apr.  15 

Wi'a:d  of  07  (M-G-M)  Aug.  19 
Wolf  Call  (Mono)  May  27 
Women  in  the  Wind  (WB)  Feb.  4 
Women,  Tne  (M-G-M)  Sept.  2 
W'lrrld  Is  Ou^s,  The  (SR)  Aug.  19 
AVnlhering  Height^  (TTA)  Apr.  1 
AA’yoming  Outlaw  (Rep)  July  16 

Y 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  AVith  Murder 

(FN)  .Tan.  28 

Young  Dir.  Lincoln  (20th-Fox) 

June  10 

Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Unlv)  Oct*  1 

z 

/ennhia  rUA  1 Mnr.  U! 

Zero  Hour,  The  (Rep)  May  27 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leatinq  -flouie 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request.  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


NEW  AND  FACTORY  REBUILT  theatre 
sound  equipment  for  Simplex,  Powers,  Mo- 
tiograph  and  Superior  projectors  at  spe- 
cial low  prices.  Cash  or  terms.  Sound 
Division,  The  CINCINNATI  TIME  RE- 
CORDER CO.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


NOW’S  THE  TIME  TO  BUY— BEFORE 
PRICES  GO  SKY  HIGH!  Use  S.O.S. 
easy  time  payment  plan — available  on 
quality  theatre  equipment  purchases.  Write 
S.O.S.  CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW 
YORK. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


BIG  FALL  SALE— NOW— Duo  Sound 
Master  sound  heads,  amplifiers,  two  way 
horn  systems — write  for  prices.  The  BAL- 
LANTYNE  CO.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha, 
Nebr. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


WANTED — 2 pairs  late  model  Simplex 
portables;  veneer  chairs.  B-1152,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — Like  new,  two-way  horn 
system  filter  network  and  bass  booster. 
First  $35.00  takes  all.  Ray  S.  Hanson, 
Fertile,  Minnesota. 


FOR  SALE — Two  nearly  new  Holmes 
Educator,  SOF  projectors,  two  amplifiers, 
two  new  low  intensity  arcs.  Baby  Strong, 
stands  rectifiers.  Guaranteed  one  year. 
Special  price  for  immediate  sale,  both  or 
single.  D.  A.  McGAW,  WEYAUWEGA, 
WISCONSIN. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
proof. Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co.. 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


PROGRAMS  SERVICE 


INDEPENDENT  EXHIBITORS— Save  on 
on  your  film  rentals.  Use  our  complete 
programs  service  weekly.  MUTUAL  THE- 
ATRE SUPPLY,  INC.,  Virginia,  Illinois. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


600  SPRING  upholstered  theatre  chairs. 
Good  Condition.  $2.00  each.  AMUSE- 
MENT SUPPLY  CO.,  INC.,  341  West  44th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


OPERA  CHAIRS  REBUILT.  Cushions 
recovered  and  repadded,  75c.  New  36  spring 
cushion,  $1.90,  installed  and  delivered.  List 
of  satisfied  customers  furnished.  ARTHUR 
JUDGE,  2714  West  Vine  St.,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


USED  THEATRE  CHAIRS  FOR  SALE 
. . . CHEAP!  Thousands  of  good  veneer, 
upholstered  seats  available,  75c  up.  We’ve 
a chair  at  any  price.  Write  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 


WANTED — 250  good  used  theatre  chairs 
for  flat  floor.  Must  be  reasonable.  Minne- 
sota. B-1159,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


WANTED — 200  spring  cushion  theatre 
chairs.  B-1160,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


FILL  YOUR  THEATRE  WITH  PER- 
FECT SOUND  REPRODUCTION!  S.O.S. 
coordinated  sound  systems  give  brilliant, 
natural,  undistorted  sound  at  prices  you 
can  afford.  System  for  400  seat  theatre, 
$239.50.  Others  proportionately  low.  S.O.S. 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE — Two  theatres,  western  Kan- 
sas, located  in  two  county  seat  towns. 
Only  theatres  in  counties:  will  sell  one  or 
both.  Cash  only.  B-1157,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANT  TO  LEASE  THEATRE— By  ca- 
pable and  financially  responsible  party. 
Morris  Powers,  Corning,  Iowa. 

WANTED — To  lease  small  theatre;  op- 
tion to  buy.  B-1158,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

WANTED  — Non-competitive  theatre 
town  of  4,000  or  under.  New  England, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
B-1156,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

MANAGER  for  small  town  theatre;  able 
to  operate  machines  if  necessary.  B-1162, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E,  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST — 9 years  experience. 
Precision  workman.  Finest  references. 
FRANK  HULL,  56  Miller  Avenue,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

PROJECTIONIST-MECHANIC  — Now 
employed;  desires  change.  12  years  ex- 
perience: go  anywhere  if  opportunity 
worthwhile.  Prefer  job  in  New  York,  non- 
union circuit.  Joe  De  Beneditto,  33-40 
96th  St.,  Corona,  L.  I.,  New  York. 


FILM  SALESMAN— Theatre  work.  Go 
anywhere;  consider  anything.  B-lOO,  Box- 
office,  531  North  St.,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

LICENSED  PROJECTIONIST  — Young, 
12  years  experience  on  all  types  of  equip- 
ment. Will  go  anywhere.  Write  Box  601, 
Huntington  Park,  Calif. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  “AD  ORDER"  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


I 10c  a word 
J 4 insertions 
J at  price  of  3 


Kindly  ins,ert  the  following  ad  times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE. 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


BOXOFFICE  : : September  23,  1939 


• Addre.ss  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4801  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding:  publication  date. 


Only  One©  in  the  Average  Exhibitor's  Lifetime  Is  He  Tendered  a Picture  Like  This! 


Poignant! 

Eloquent! 


NO  WAR- 
NO  HATE- 
NO  PROPAGANDA! 


Insp iring! 
Dramatic! 


A TRULY  EPIC  STORY 
OF  THE  UNSUNG  HEROES 
FIGHTING  FOR  LIBERTY 
ON  THE  "HOME  FRONT!" 


The  Picture  They^re  All  Talking  About — 


A Wail  of  Anguish  From  A Nation  in  Chains 


Adapted  from  Shepard  Traube’s  Magnificent  Narrative  'GOOSEJSTEP” 
Directed  by  SHERMAN  SCOTT  . . . With  an  Immense  Renowned  Cast 


FOUR-STAR 

SPECIAL 


READY  OCT.  8 


PRODUCERS  DISTRIBUTING  CORPORATION 

1436  NORTH  BEACHWOOD  DRIVE— HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF. 

EXCHANGES  EVERYWHERE 
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EXTRA!  2nd  BIG  WEEK 
AND  STILL  S.  R.  0.1 


Watch  the  First  Engagement  of  M-G-M’s 

"BABES  IN  ARMS" 


Here’s  what  Houston  means  for  you! 
Take  a tip  from  Houston’s  hysteria! 
Start  your  planning  now! 

Clear  the  decks  for  your  run! 

No  attraction  like  it  in  years! 

Ask  M-G-M  for  Extra  Time  immediately! 
"Babes  in  Arms"!  Oh  baby! 
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FILMS  IN  DROVES,  BUT— 


AHIGH-AND-LOW  combing  of  all  available  data 
reveals,  as  BOXOFFICE  divulged  last  week,  that 
Hollywood  has  281  features  shooting,  finished  or  defi- 
nitely earmarked  for  production.  The  on-the-liners,  as 
well  as  those  about  which  there  lingers  any  aura  of 
indecision,  were  killed  off.  This  was  done  with  delib- 
eration in  keeping  with  a desire  to  analyze  the  studio 
situation  on  the  basis  of  certainties,  not  anticipations. 

Thus,  deliveries,  as  influenced  by  product  completed 
or  in  work  which  is  a warranty  of  completion,  and  de- 
liveries, as  pointed  up  by  plans  in  work,  indicate  the 
studios  are  geared  to  go  through  with  their  schedules, 
despite  the  continued  prospect  of  alarmingly  reduced 
overseas  returns. 

This  is  what  the  figures  show.  By  surface  markings, 
the  situation  in  point  of  numbers  of  pictures  appears 
well  in  hand,  even  for  the  exhibitor  who  uses  as  many 
as  six  features  a week.  What  the  figures  do  not  show, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  considerations  not  apt  to  be  ap- 
parent to  the  quick-reading  eye. 

If  the  theory,  already  well  documented  by  sober  and 
expert  distribution  opinion,  prevails  that  Hollywood  can 
afford  negatives  up  to  $1,000,000  in  safety  which  means 
a return  of  cost,  plus  a mild  profit  domestically,  there 
ought  to  be  no  fears  about  a flow  of  superior  attractions 
to  keep  the  home  market  flushed.  If  current  and  pub- 
lished opinion  stressing  the  intention  of  maintaining 
quality  is  not  knocked  about  by  additional  bad  news 
from  abroad,  it  might  be  concluded  with  a substantial 
degree  of  assurance  that  the  American  exhibitor  has 
nothing  to  seriously  worry  about.  The  inescapable 
pivot  around  which  this  revolves,  of  course,  is  Holly- 
wood, its  realization  that  this  job  is  its  job  and  a de- 
termination, born  of  necessity,  to  deliver  proper  values 
within  the  constrictions  imposed  by  the  crisis. 

For  the  time  being,  then,  and  on  the  assumption  the 
two  preceding  paragraphs  accurately  dispose  of  the 
quality  factor,  the  discussion  leaves  this  phase  of  the 
problem  and  goes  further. 

While  the  best  available  statistics  indicate  the  nu- 
merical equation  eliminates  worry  for  approximately 
forty  weeks,  it  is  essential  to  bear  well  up  front  in  mind 
that  all  plans  are  subject  to  overnight  revision,  brought 
about  by  conditions  outside  of  these  American  borders. 
Further  difficulties  in  getting  money  out  of  England 


are  expected  and  this  whether  American  distributors 
recoup  much  of  their  normal  business  there  or  not. 
Australia  has  imposts  against  the  export  of  funds.  It  is 
true  an  impetus  is  anticipated  in  the  "good"  foreign 
territories  and  that  much  reliance  is  placed  upon  such 
uppage  to  cushion  the  blow  from  Great  Britain.  It  is  a 
hopeful  factor  that  an  exhibition  boom  is  expected  here. 
But  all  of  these  plus  signs  cannot  make  up  for  the 
British  market,  as  the  top  men  in  New  York  ruefully 
understand. 

It  follows,  therefore,  as  a possibility  that  all  of  the 
product  now  definitely  on  the  way  may  not  be  placed 
in  normal  release.  The  major  companies  may  find 
themselves  facing  a circumstance  where  establishment 
of  a product  bacHog  may  prove  the  sensible,  and  only, 
course  to  follow.  Those  same  organizations,  not  too 
remotely,  may  also  run  into  a shrinkage  in  working 
capital  which  will  make  necessary  production  curtail- 
ment. Not  today,  or  tomorrow,  but  perhaps  three  to 
six  months  from  now. 

This  is  why  it  again  becomes  sound  advice  to  strongly 
urge  theatremen  here  to  consider  seriously  and  well  a 
study  of  their  attractions,  the  ones  they  have  now  and 
the  ones  they  will  be  getting  without  interruption  for 
many  weeks  to  come,  for  values  that  may  be  hidden 
and  which  may  allow  them  to  extend  playing  time.  A 
backlog  of  their  own  very  conceivably  may  prove  to  be 
a very  comforting  assurance  to  have,  if  for  whatever 
reason,  Hollywood  is  compelled  to  drastically  trim  its 
sails. 

Barney  Balaban,  president  of  Paramount,  is  probably 
the  first  among  the  major  executives  to  become  aware 
of  the  possibility.  This  is  why  two  of  his  representatives 
have  been  using  the  airlanes  to  explain  his  theory  to 
Paramount  partners  throughout  the  country. 

The  step  is  intelligent  and  wisely  turned  toward  the 
spring  and  summer  when  a pinch,  if  one  eventualizes, 
will  first  begin  to  make  its  presence  felt. 

Months  off  it  may  be,  but  now — today — is  the  time 
to  forge  the  protective  armor. 


CIRCUITS  WRING  PRODUCT  DRY,  THEY  ASSERT; 
HAVE  NOTHING  LEH  TO  SQUEEZE,  INDTTS  SAY 


Coordination 


A fable  loithout  wordff.  but  th^y  don’t  nvpear  to  b"  needed.  Label  one  of  the 
mules  “Producer  and  Distributor”  and  the  other  “Exhibitor.”  From  that  point 
on,  it’s  all  very  simple.  Or  would  be.  if  mules  weren’t  so  stubborn. 


Contend  Practice  Leaves 
No  Holdover  Power 
In  Any  Pictures 

New  York — Major  and  large  indepen- 
dent circuits  claim  they  are  wringing 
product  dry  to  offset  possible  curtailment 
from  the  European  war,  while  small  subse- 
quent operators  say  this  very  practice  pre- 
vents them  from  following  suit. 

Brought  to  a head  by  the  plea  of  Joseph 
M.  Schenck  for  extended  playing  time  and 
by  way  of  justifying  producers’  efforts  “to 
make  big  pictures  of  highest  quality,’’  the 
reactions  appear  to  be  restatements  of  long 
declared  policies,  both  in  affiliated  and 
later  run  quarters. 


Text  of  Joseph  M.  Schenck’s  state- 
ment urging  extended  playing  time 
appears  on  page  18. 


Unanimous  is  the  collective  opinion  of 
operating  heads  of  the  five  major  circuits 
in  asserting  the  policy  of  additional  playing 
time  not  only  will  be  maintained,  but  will 
be  further  accelerated  in  the  future  where 
attractions  permit.  In  agreement,  like- 
wise, are  the  smaller  exhibitors,  whose 
policies  are  largely  guided  by  what  and 
how  long  the  prior  runs  book,  in  the  ob- 
servation that  as  long  as  majors  and  large 
independents  sap  pictures  of  their  drawing 
possibilities  there  can  be  no  hope  for  hold- 
overs. 

“It’s  routine  in  this  sector,”  is  the  re- 
action of  the  Warner  circuit.  There  a 
spokesman  explains  the  procedure  in  this 
wise: 

“Efforts  at  conserving  product  is  regula- 
tion practice  with  us.  The  Warner  circuit 
is  constantly  hammering  away  at 
Schenck’s  very  point.  Again,  at  last  week’s 
zone  manager’s  meeting,  Joseph  Bernhard 
urged  those  present  not  to  bum  up  the 
product,  but  to  get  every  possible  dollar 
out  of  it.  We  are  aware  of  the  tendency 
on  the  part  of  showmen  at  large  to  con- 
sume attractions  as  rapidly  as  they  are 
placed  in  release  and  we  are  also  fully 
aware  what  this  means  throughout  every 
season  because  there  is  no  consistency  in 
the  flow  of  attractions. 

“Actually,”  the  source  adds,  “we  are 
faced  always  with  what  you  might  term  a 
product  shortage  for,  when  worthwhile 
product  drops  off,  we  find  ourselves  look- 
ing back  and  remarking  how  smart  it 
would  have  been  to  play  a specific  film 
longer  than  we  may  have.” 

Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Loew’s  out-of-town 
operating  head,  declares  exhibitors  should 
give  serious  heed  to  Schenck’s  statement. 
He  says  his  policy  has  always  been  to  give 
extended  time  to  big  attractions  and  his 
advice  is  for  others  to  follow.  He  asks, 
“What  will  we  do  with  our  theatres  if 
producers  start  to  cut  down  on  ‘B’  films? 


Producers  virtually  get  nothing  from 
abroad,  so  they  must  get  it  here.” 

Taking  the  position  that  the  RKO  cir- 
cuit has  “always  stretched  playing  time 
wherever  possible,”  John  J.  O’Connor,  in 
charge  of  theatre  operations  there,  states 
impending  conditions  in  the  event  a prod- 
uct shortage  asserts  itself  have  caused  him 
to  advise  all  managers  that  henceforth 
holdovers  may  be  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception. 

“Our  men  have  been  advised,”  he  de- 
clares, “that,  although  it  may  not  be  a 
customary  procedure  in  many  instances  to 
hold  a picture,  they  can  expect  this  to 
happen.  The  booking  department  will  see 
to  this,  of  course,  and  we  control  the 
situation,  deciding  here  if  a picture  should 
be  held.” 

An  important  executive  of  National 
Theatres  states  the  “policy  of  the  circuit 


for  the  past  four  years  has  been  to  give 
all  big  pictures  as  much  time  as  the  box- 
office  returns  warrant.”  In  many  in- 
stances, bookings  have  been  extended  from 
three  and  four  days  to  a week  and,  where 
some  theatres  have  changed  two  and  three 
times  a week,  outstanding  product  has  been 
played  seven  days  and  more,  this  source 
states.  There  is  no  intention  of  limiting 
playing  time  on  outstanding  attractions, 
according  to  the  spokesman,  and  there  is 
no  way  of  telling  at  this  time  whether 
there  will  be  a product  shortage  in  the 
next  few  months.  ’The  present  indications 
do  not  point  to  a dearth  of  product,  the 
executive  concludes. 

From  the  independent  ranks,  the  film 
buyer  for  an  important  New  Jersey  cir- 
cuit operating  mostly  in  shore  spots  asserts 
the  plan  advocated  by  Schenck  has  al- 
( Continued  on  page  18) 
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SEVERE  BUSINESS  LASMG  ENDS;  DOMESTIC 
GROSSES  DODNCE  BACK,  CIRCUIT  MEN  REPORT 


Independents,  However, 
Do  Not  Generally 
Share  Elation 


Study  in  Contrasts:  New  York 
Cuts,  Hollywood  Ups  Wages 


New  York — Although  business  took  a 
severe  lashing  during  the  first  few  days 
of  the  European  war,  boxoffice  takes  have 
returned  to  normal  and  are  holding  up 
very  well,  major  circuit  operating  heads 
report. 

At  the  beginning  of  September  when 
war  broke  out,  theatres  were  “taking  it  on 
the  chin”  because  the  general  public  sat 
by  the  radio  listening  to  the  dispatches 
from  abroad.  This  apparently  has  chang- 
ed and  the  public  has  gone  back  to  the 
theatre. 

Outstanding  attractions  are  garnering 
above  average  takes  with  each  of  the  ma- 
jors currently  exhibiting  at  least  one  big 
picture  somewhere  along  the  line. 

Independent  operators,  however,  con- 
tinue to  bemoan  bad  business.  In  some 
mill  towns  where  employment  has  picked 
up  theatres  are  showing  good  results,  but 
generally  speaking  the  boxoffice  is  sag- 
ging, according  to  a number  of  indepen- 
dents. Where  some  unaffiliated  circuits 
are  optimistic  in  industrial  centers,  the 
majors  are  not  finding  it  so,  declaring  that 
business  has  not  improved  to  a point 
where  a boom  can  be  anticipated. 

Circuits  in  California  have  been  hard 
hit  by  the  heat  wave  which  caused  a num- 
ber of  deaths  last  week.  All  who  operate 
in  northern  and  southern  California  com- 
plain the  hot  speU  resulted  in  one  of  the 
worst  weeks  of  the  year. 


Says  Goldwyn  May  Do 
Four  More  lor  UA 

New  York — Samuel  Goldwyn  may  make 
four  for  the  new  UA  season’s  program, 
James  Mulvey,  eastern  representative,  said 
on  his  return  from  a week’s  visit  to  the 
studios.  “Raffles”  is  almost  finished,  he 
added,  and  a Gary  Cooper  production  will 
follow.  Goldwyn  is  selecting  one  of  four 
stories  as  the  next  vehicle. 

Goldwyn’s  production  plans  will  not  af- 
fect his  suit  seeking  dissolution  of  his  con- 
tract with  UA,  Mulvey  holds.  His  trip  to 
the  coast  was  in  connection  with  read- 
justments of  production  costs  in  face  of 
diminishing  foreign  markets.  Pictures 
costing  $2,000,000  are  out,  Mulvey  con- 
cluded. 


War  Holds  Perry 

New  York — Nick  Perry,  Continental 
manager  for  Columbia  imder  Joseph  Fried- 
man, happened  to  be  in  Norway  at  the 
time  England  and  France  declared  at  war 
with  Germany.  A Canadian,  Perry  has 
been  ordered  to  remain  in  Norway. 


New  York — Salary  reductions  at  RKO 
are  world-wide,  not  confined  to  the  com- 
pany’s domestic  organizations. 

No  employe  up  to  $85.44  a week,  or 
$4,500  annually,  is  affected.  Prom  that 
point  on,  a graduated  scale  applies  on  the 
largest  salaries  and  some,  according  to 
George  J.  Schaefer,  will  be  slashed  over 
that  percentage.  In  a statement  explain- 
ing the  necessity  for  the  step,  he  says: 

“Already  there  has  been  a drastic  fall- 
ing off  in  foreign  revenue,  which  I be- 
lieve will  continue  throughout  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war.  In  view  of  the  drop  in 
foreign  exchange  and  possible  restrictions 
on  transfer  of  funds,  the  limited  reopen- 
ing of  theatres  in  England  and  France 
leads  to  no  certain  conviction  that  sub- 
stantial revenues  will  be  available  from 
these  countries  and  we  in  RKO  have  felt 
it  necessary  to  find  means  of  effecting 
economies  at  home  which  will  enable  us, 
without  dependence  on  income  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France,  to  main- 
tain our  production  program  with  qual- 
ity and  entertainment  value  unimpaired. 
I now  believe  we  have  plans  which  will 
permit  this  to  be  done  and  done  effec- 
tively.” 

Schaefer  describes  the  pay  reductions  as 
“temporary,”  but  also  “unavoidable.” 


Hollywood — While  salary  cuts  up  to, 
and  beyond,  35  per  cent  will  apply 
throughout  the  RKO  organization  else- 
where, they  will  swing  into  effect  at  the 
studio  only  where  negotiations  to  that  end 


Washington — First  cold  water  bath 
tending  to  submerge  undue  optimism  over 
a wartime  boom  in  this  country  took  form 
in  two  directions  this  week.  One  was  a 
responsible  and  informed  source  which 
prefers  not  to  be  directly  quoted  and  the 
other,  the  United  States  chamber  of  com- 
merce. 

The  first  source,  disinterested  in  that  it 
has  no  connections,  near  or  remote,  with 
the  industry  but  is  familiar  with  its  make- 
up and  operations,  has  this  to  say: 

“A  little  sermon  about  this  boom.  I sug- 
gest that  you  be  conservative  and  warn 
your  exhibitor  readers  that  they  are  not 
(Continued  on  page  19) 


Hollywood — The  lATSE  gets  a 10  per 
cent  wage  increase  for  12,000  workers  and 
the  industry  removal  of  a threat  of  a 
strike,  which  would  have  involved  theatres 
across  the  land.  The  increase  is  retroac- 
tive to  August  12,  last,  and  represents  a 
compromise.  The  lA  was  after  a 20  per 
cent  hike,  while  producers  had  offered  five. 

The  union  already  has  initiated  its  move 
for  a closed  shop  here,  its  next  immediate 
step  on  the  heels  of  the  wage  increase  vic- 
tory. 


Columnist  Reviews 
Coast  Economy 

New  York — Sidney  Skolsky,  writing 
from  Hollywood  in  the  New  York  Post, 
reports: 

"There  is  an  economy  wave  at  all 
studios.  One  director  needed  a wheel- 
barrow in  a picture.  The  studio  called 
to  price  a wheelbarrow  and  found  it 
would  cost  $2.50.  Or  they  could  rent 
it  for  $1  . . . The  studio  decided  to  save 
money  and  rent  the  wheelbarrow  . . . 
They  have  been  using  the  wheelbarrow 
now  for  20  days.  The  $2.50  wheelbarrow 
has  already  cost  the  studio  $20 — and 
they  don't  even  own  it.  But  don't  get 
me  wrong.  I love  Hollywood." 


are  worked  out,  it  is  understood. 

Those  under  contract  are  not  commit- 
ted to  take  the  slash  unless  they  are  so 
minded. 


New  York — “If  the  independent  is  given 
a free  hand  in  the  booking  of  pictures  on 
preferred  playing  time  and  cancellation  of 
others,  the  boxoffices  will  be  better  and,  in 
turn,  distributors  will  benefit.” 

So  states  Lee  Newbury,  president  of  Al- 
lied of  New  Jersey,  when  asked  for  com- 
ment by  Boxoffice  on  code  concessions  to 
be  adopted  by  Warner  and  M-G-M  for  the 
new  season  and  anticipated  from  others. 

He  argues  that  if  exhibitors  are  given 
the  opportunity  to  play  particular  pic- 
tures on  the  days  of  the  week  which  the 
exhibitor  believes  will  gross  more  at  the 
boxoffice  and  slough  the  weaker  pictures, 
(Continued  on  page  19) 


Warn  Againsl  Undue  Sees  Key  lo  Beller 
Hope  of  War  Boom  Takes  in  Bookings 
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NOW  it's  newspaper  chiselers  at 
whom  Walter  Wanger  levels 
his  typewriter.  This  time,  “Liberty" 
carries  the  attack  with  which  many 
in  Hollywood  and  elsewhere  will 
agree,  although  not  many  in  Holly- 
wood will  say  so  openly.  Through 
what  he  calls  their  own  conniving, 
Wanger  declares  the  studios  have 
"won  the  dubious  honor  of  having 
the  'worst  press'  of  any  major  news 
source." 

From  Wanger  in  "Liberty:" 

"Moviegoers  and  the  business  alike 
suffer  from  disgruntled  chiselers.  and 
hangers-on  who  envy  and  hate  the 
stars  and  who  practice  'retaliatory' 
journalism,  dripping  malice  toward 
any  player  or  company  failing  to  cater 
to  the  chiseler's  vanity  or  pocketbook. 
Fans  suffer  because  they  get  misin- 
formation about  stars  and  pictures. 
The  business  suffers  from  the  same 
reason  Henry  Ford  would  suffer  if  a 
visitor  to  his  plant  went  out  and 
wrote,  'Believe  you  me,  the  1940  Ford 
car,  from  what  I judged  today,  will 
really  be  a rattletrap.  Don't  even 
bother  to  try  this  car.’  '' 

Defending  Hollywood  and  its  star 
commodity,  Wanger  also  has  sug- 
gestions to  improve  industry  press 
relations.  For  instance; 

To  the  Press 

"1.  Hollywood  correspondents  with 
professional  ethics,  training  and  sense 
of  responsibility  might  well  form  an 
organization  on  the  west  coast  similiar 
to  the  Gridiron  Club  in  Washington, 
with  membership  a signal  honor  and 
an  unwritten  code  based  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  honorable  journalism  which 
the  Gridiron  Club  typifies. 

"2.  Editors  might  try  applying  the 
same  standards  of  editorial  fairness 
to  Hollywood,  its  people  and  product 
that  are  accorded  in  other  depart- 
ments of  the  paper.  (A  foreign  corre- 
spondenf,  for  example,  is  a man  train- 
ed in  the  general  principles  and  ethics 
of  reporting  before  he  specializes,  and 
then  he  must  distinguish  himself  be- 
fore rating  a byline.  But  anybody 
seems  to  rate  a columnist's  editorial 
privileges  about  motion  pictures  and 
picture  people.  Why?  Let's  try 
earned  bylines  in  Hollywood  report- 
ing.) 

To  the  Producers 

"1.  Increase  facilities  for  service  to 
the  legitimate  press.  The  studio  pub- 
licity department  is  all  too  often  a neg- 
lected and  kicked-around  stepchild. 

"2.  Estoppage  of  favors,  side  jobs, 
and  all  studio  privileges  to  chiselers 


and  'retaliatory'  columnists  and  re- 
viewers. 

"3.  Uniform  executive  backing,  no 
matter  what  the  cost  in  temporary  un- 
pleasantness, for  the  policy  implied. 

To  Moviegoers 

Your  local  editor  is  the  principal  rea- 
son why  the  United  States,  is  a good 
place  to  live  in.  But  he  apparently 
doesn't  bother  to  read  what  he  buys 
from  Hollywood.  When  you  see  sly 
or  cruel  'cracks'  about  a picture  star, 
write  your  own  editor  and  ask  him, 
'Why  can't  we  have  news,  compet- 
ently and  decently  written,  about  peo- 
ple that  interest  us?'  And  cite  the 
offensive  item.  The  editor's  own  in- 
instincts and  training  will  do  the  rest." 

This  column  sees  stoppers.  One 
is  the  end  to  favors  and  side  jobs 
in  Hollywood  by  Hollywood.  Two 
is  that  uniform  executive  backing 
Wanger  asks.  Uniform  executive 
backing  in  the  picture  business? 
Three  is  the  business  of  the  public 
writing  protest  letters.  Not  enough 
care,  it  is  this  typewriter's  reactions. 
If  enough  did,  there  is  the  matter 
of  indifference,  if  not  downright 
laziness.  Wanger  needs  a formula 
tor  overcoming  both. 

Two  Characters 

From  Will  Hays'  speech  before 
the  17th  Regional  Trust  Company 
Conference  of  the  Pacific  Coast  and 
Rocky  Mountain  States  at  Los  An- 
geles a few  days  ago; 

“The  Chinese  character  for 
'Crisis'  is  composed  of  two  other 
characters — one  meaning  'dis- 
aster' and  the  other  'oppor- 
tunity,'— for  the  wise  men  of 
the  east  came  to  realize  cen- 
turies ago  that  a crisis  may 
degenerate  into  a calamity  or 
develop  into  an  unparalleled 
opportunity." 

It's  worth  the  permanent  file. 

Gainiully  Employed 

Flash  from  Hollywood; 

"It  took  four  men  fourteen  days  to 
find  a piglet  that  could  squeal  with 
the  resonant  tone  of  an  operatic  tenor. 
The  porky,  Galinkitchka  by  name, 
was  finally  discovered  by  Jimmy  Lut- 
trell,  of  M-G-M's  property  department, 
in  Animal  Land  in  San  Fernando  'Val- 
ley. He  will  offer  his  unusual  voice 
in  the  form  of  three  squeals  in  the 
'Tanya'  number,  sung  by  Ilona  Mas- 
sey in  'Balalaika'." 

A three-squeal  attraction? 
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Jimmie  Fidler’s  praise  means 
the  "go-sign"  to  the  mil- 
lions who  read  his  daily 
column  and  listen  to  his 
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Recommended  items  on  this 
week’s  movie  menu;  "Honev- 
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Paramount’s  not  only  batting  out  the  hits  in  Jimmie’s  column, 
Paramount’s  batting  ’em  out  at  the  box  office.  Ask  the  boys 
who  are  cleaning  up  with  ^^Star  Maker^^  and  ^^Beau  Geste^^ 
and  they’ll  tell  you  Paramount’s  leading  the  league! 

It’S  a 

PARAMOUNT  YEAR! 
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RADIO  CONTINUES  AS  A SERIOUS  COMPETITOR, 
THEATRES  RULE  IN  NEW  "BOXOFFICE"  SURVEY 


All  Radio  Seen  as  Rival 
For  Theatre  Dollar; 

Film  Names  Hurt 

Radio  broadcasts  in  general  offer  se- 
rious competition  for  the  exhibitor,  and 
those  air  programs  that  contain  film  play- 
ers are  nearly  20  per  cent  more  com- 
petitive, the  latest  in  the  series  of  Box- 
office  industry  surveys  reveals.  The  score 
runs  from  65  per  cent  who  deem  radio 
competitive  in  general  broadcasts  to  82 
per  cent  who  consider  radio  shows  with 
film  players  as  rivals  for  the  boxoffice 
dollar. 

The  question  put  directly  to  the  na- 
tion’s theatre  men,  and  the  results: 

A.  Is  Radio  Generally  Comi>etitive? 

Yes:  65%  No:  35% 

B.  Is  Radio  With  Film  Players  Com- 
petition? 

Yes:  82%,  No:  18% 

And  with  it  the  answer  to  both  sides 
in  the  long-drawn  controversy  over  the 
effect  of  radio  and  radio-film  broadcasts 
on  the  country’s  theatre  grosses;  an  an- 
swer that  carries  many  exhibitor  conclu- 
sions, among  the  most  interesting  of 
which  argue  that  radio  broadcasting  by 
film  players: 

(1)  Depresses  the  theatre  grosses  in 
proportion  to  the  boxoffice  rating  of  the 
players. 

(2)  Is  so  arranged  that  on  most  nights 
of  the  week  it  cuts  into  both  the  early  and 
late  shows. 

(3)  Fails  to  develop  additional  cus- 
tomers in  anything  like  the  number  it 
keeps  away. 

(4)  Often  satiates  the  public  with  film 
players  to  the  point  they  no  longer  have 
exceptional  drawing  power. 

(5)  Produces  competition  the  average 
exhibitor  is  powerless  to  combat. 

(6)  Dissipates  the  energy  of  the  play- 
ers over  too  wide  a field  with  the  result 
that  their  film  performances  drop  in  qual- 
ity after  they  start  broadcasting. 

(7)  Presents  the  players  in  a bad  light 
as  the  result  of  hastily  prepared  and  ill- 
advised  scripts. 

(8)  Damages  all  exhibitors  for  the  sake 
of  extra  earnings  by  a few  players  who 
have  to  give  most  of  such  additional  in- 
come to  federal  and  state  governments  in 
taxes. 

Remedy  suggestions  vary  from  complete 
boycott  of  film  star  radio  activity  at  the 
time  of  producer  contracts  to  stronger  stu- 
dio supervision  of  scripts  and  broadcast- 
ing hours  to  provide  a minimum  of  the- 
atre competition.  Seriously  advanced  is 
an  exhibitor  campaign  on  an  individual 
basis  to  cancel  films  with  “offending” 
players  when  a choice  is  possible  between 


those  and  films  of  players  not  engaging 
in  radio  activity,  and  an  effort  to  give 
the  best  playdates  to  films  featuring  non- 
radio personalities. 

The  radio  “film  gossip”  commentators 
come  in  for  severe  treatment,  many  ex- 
hibitors contending  they  are  more  injuri- 
ous than  all  of  the  film-player  broad- 
casts combined.  The  remedy  suggested 
most  often  in  this  connection  is  complete 
refusal  of  studio  privileges  and  cessation 
of  “gratuities”  in  the  way  of  acting  and 
story  favors. 

Radio  with  film  players  appears  more 
seriously  competitive  to  theatres  in  the 
New  England  and  midwest  territories,  and 
in  general  in  the  eastern  and  central 
areas.  The  geographical  breakdown  by 
territories  and  states  appears  on  the  op- 
posite page. 

Typical  of  comment  from  exhibitors  are 
the  following  excerpts  from  the  ques- 
tionnaires : 


Suggests  Trade  Committee 
For  Radio  Problems 

I believe  the  radio  competition  problem 
could  be  solved  by  a permanent  commit- 
tee of  exhibitors,  producers  and  distribu- 
tors who  would  devote  attention  to  radio 
and  other  trade  problems.  Exhibitors 
could  bring  their  complaints  to  this  com- 
mittee, which  could  seek  ways  and  means 
of  softening  the  blow  from  competitive 
programs,  especially  where  film  names  are 
concerned.  At  least  this  would  be  an  in- 
telligent approach  to  a problem  that  has 
little  discernible  beginning  and  certainly 
no  apparent  ending. 

MONTANA  EXHIBITOR 


Says  Commentators  Have 
Killed  Many  Good  Ones 

Something  should  be  done  to  keep  the 
columnists  and  radio  commentators  from 
prejudicing  the  public  against  certain  pic- 
tures before  they  are  even  released.  It  is 
an  unfair  practice,  as  a picture  that  will 
please  metropolitan  audiences  may  be  a 
complete  flop  in  the  provinces,  and  vice 
versa.  The  unfair  ratings  given  by  some 
radio  commentators  have  killed  many  good 
pictures  for  us.  This  will  cease  when  pro- 
ducers close  studio  lots  to  the  gossip 
mongers  and  quit  handing  out  acting  and 
story  plums  to  the  air  panhandlers. 

SOU'TH  CAROLINA  EXHIBITOR 


Radio  "Real  Competitor" 

Any  Way  You  Take  It 

Radio,  with  or  without,  but  particularly 
with,  film  stars  is  real  competition.  I 
have  heard  former  fans  of  stars  say  they 
had  no  more  desire  to  see  these  stars  in 
pictures,  their  reason  being  that  they  had 
enough  of  them.  Some  said  they  had  be- 
come bored  by  stars  constantly  on  the  air. 
Others  I have  known  who  took  the  atti- 
tude that  they  had  as  soon  sit  at  home 


Eight-Points  in  Damage 
Cited  by  Answers  to 
National  Question 

and  hear  the  stars  on  a radio  program 
as  go  pay  money  to  see  them  in  a movie. 
Either  way  you  take  it,  the  appearance 
of  movie  stars  on  radio  programs  is  a 
definite  comp>etition  and  injurious  to  box- 
office  receipts. 

TEXAS  EXHIBITOR 


They  All  Hurt,  the 
Big  Ones  Most 

The  bigger  they  are  at  the  boxoffice 
the  more  they  hurt  when  they  go  on  the 
radio.  If  they’re  no  good  in  the  medium 
they  hurt  because  their  boxoffice  draw  is 
killed.  If  they’re  good  there  they  hurt 
because  they  are  competition  to  the  the- 
atre. I wish  some  of  the  money-grabbers 
in  the  star  brackets  could  be  in  my  the- 
atre and  a broadcasting  station  at  the 
same  time  when  one  of  their  pictures  is 
playing.  They  would  be  lonesome,  as 
lonesome  as  I am,  but  they  might  learn 
something. 

MISSOURI  EXHIBITOR 


Cites  How  Broadcasts 
Could  Be  Beneficial 
I believe  that  film  players  on  radio 
broadcasts  would  help  rather  than  hinder 
if  they  could  appear  at  any  other  time 
than  picture  show  hours. 

OKLAHOMA  EXHIBITOR 


Deems  Exhibitor  Powerless 
To  Combat  Competition 

The  film  stars  on  radio  hurt  most  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  we  exhibitors  can 
do  about  it.  We  can’t  fight  something 
we  can’t  come  to  grips  with.  The  answer 
is  up  to  the  producers  and  the  stars 
themselves.  If  the  stars  want  to  spread 
their  talents  and  efforts  so  thin  that 
they  suffer  in  both  fields  and  the  pro- 
ducers want  to  let  them  do  it,  I guess 
we’ll  just  have  to  wait  until  they  both 
wake  up — if  we  don’t  go  broke  first. 

MASSACHUSETTS  EXHIBITOR 


Sees  Too  Much  Advance 
Publicity  on  Films 

My  opinion  is  that  there  is  too  much 
advance  publicity  on  pictures,  especially 
via  the  radio  and  fan  magazines,  that 
gives  the  public  a chance  to  form  their 
opinion  on  pictures  before  they  ever  see 
them.  If  you  will  stop  and  think  several 
years  back  before  all  of  this  ballyhoo  on 
pictures  by  Jimmy  Fidler  and  others  like 
him,  you  will  remember  that  people  came 
to  the  theatre  to  see  what  the  picture 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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65%  VOTE  AGAINST  GENERAL  BROADCASTING; 
82%  AGAINST 

"Gossipers"  Damaging 
To  Boxoffice,  Say 
Many  Showmen 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
was  all  about.  Today  they  don’t  have  to 
guess;  dozens  of  people  are  telling  them 
all  about  pictures.  Not  only  does  it  strip 
the  films  of  all  illusion,  but  it  gives  a 
living  to  too  many  people  who  should 
have  to  work  for  it. 

KENTUCKY  EXHIBITOR 


Says  Might  Be  New  Way 
To  Get  New  Blood 

I say  let  the  movie  stars  go  ahead  and 
do  all  the  radio  work  they  can  find.  It 
might  kill  some  of  them  off  quicker. 
We’ve  been  paying  high  prices  for  a lot 
of  names  that  really  haven’t  meant  much 
for  years.  After  they  appear  in  enough 
radio  programs  with  quick-order  scripts 
and  bad  advice  on  subject  matter  the 
crying  need  for  new  blood  in  the  studios 
may  be  solved  quicker  than  we  think. 

NEW  YORK  EXHIBITOR 


Sees  Damage  to  Exhibitors 
For  Sake  of  Star  Money 

How  film  players  can  deliberately  strike 
at  the  exhibitors  who  build  them  into  im- 
portance I don’t  know.  Maybe  they  don’t 
realize  they’re  doing  that;  if  not  some- 
body should  put  them  wise.  What  they 
really  are  doing  is  selling  the  exhibitor 
down  the  river  for  extra  income  and  then 
turning  around  and  giving  most  of  that 
extra  money  to  the  state  and  federal 
government  for  taxes.  It  isn’t  fair,  but 
I don’t  know  what  to  do  about  it. 

MAINE  EXHIBITOR 


"Punk  Pictures" 

His  Trouble 

We  can  do  good  business  for  three  days 
on  a big  picture,  but  die  for  one  day  on 
some  of  the  pimks  we  get.  It  is  little 
wonder  that  people  would  rather  sit  home 
and  listen  to  the  radio  when  the  local 
theatre  is  showing  a picture  that  smells 
so  badly  that  even  a good  ventilating  sys- 
tem can’t  get  the  odor  out  of  the  place. 
Give  us  good  pictures  and  you  won’t  hear 
anything  further  about  radio  competition. 

VERMONT  EXHIBITOR 


Says  Does  Not  Promote 
Enough  New  Fans 

Some  producers  contend  that  radio 
shows  by  movie  stars  produce  new  fans 
for  the  movies.  In  part  they  are  right, 
but  they  don’t  produce  them  as  fast  as 
they  take  them  away  by  keeping  them 
home  to  listen  to  the  air  shows. 

IOWA  EXHIBITOR 


AIR  SHOWS  WITH  FILM  NAMES 


How  They  Voted 

Is  Itiidio 

Generally 

Is  Kiulii>  With 

Film 

Competition? 

Pla.vers  Coini>etition? 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Area 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

EASTERN— 

76 

24 

83 

17 

Delaware  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Maryland  

0 

0 

0 

0 

New  Jersey  

100 

0 

100 

0 

New  York  

73 

27 

80 

20 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  

60 

40 

70 

30 

Virginia  

71 

29 

72 

28 

NEW  ENGLAND— 

73.8 

26.2 

91 

9 

Connecticut  

100 

0 

100 

0 

Maine  

83 

17 

100 

0 

Massachusetts 

50 

50 

75 

25 

New  Hampshire  

100 

0 

100 

0 

Rhode  Island  

10 

90 

80 

20 

Vermont  

100 

0 

100 

0 

SOUTHERN— 

61.03 

38.01 

86.03 

13.07 

Alabama  

67 

33 

100 

0 

Arkansas  

50 

50 

83 

17 

Florida  

65 

35 

100 

0 

Georgia  

100 

0 

100 

0 

Louisiana  

50 

50 

50 

50 

Mississippi  

50 

50 

75 

25 

North  Carolina  

100 

0 

100 

0 

Oklahoma  

76 

24 

87 

13 

South  Carolina  

100 

0 

100 

0 

Tennessee  

75 

25 

75 

25 

Texas  

60 

40 

80 

20 

MIDEAST— 

56.04 

43.06 

75 

25 

Ohio  

78 

22 

91 

9 

Kentucky  

45 

55 

55 

45 

Michigan  

65 

35 

77 

23 

Western  Pennsylvania  

70 

30 

78 

22 

West  Virginia  

25 

75 

74 

26 

CENTRAL— 

72.75 

27.25 

86.03 

13.07 

Illinois  

78 

22 

83 

17 

Indiana  

63 

37 

82 

18 

Eastern  Missouri  

70 

30 

80 

20 

Wisconsin  

80 

20 

100 

0 

MIDWEST— 

69 

31 

89.04 

10.06 

Iowa  

70 

30 

78 

22 

Kansas  

75 

25 

100 

0 

Minnesota  

54 

46 

85 

15 

Western  Missouri  

69 

31 

81 

19 

Nebraska  

76 

24 

93 

7 

North  Dakota  

50 

50 

100 

0 

South  Dakota  

89 

11 

89 

11 

WESTERN— 

62.02 

37.08 

81 

19 

Arizona  

50 

50 

50 

50 

California  

78 

22 

96 

4 

Colorado  

25 

75 

25 

75 

Idaho  

40 

60 

60 

40 

Montana  

60 

40 

89 

11 

Nevada  

0 

100 

100 

0 

New  Mexico  

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oregon  

80 

20 

90 

10 

Utah  

100 

0 

100 

0 

Washington  

89 

11 

100 

0 

Wyoming  

100 

0 

100 

0 
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MAJORS,  PREPARING  TO  ANSWER  GOV'T  QUIZ, 
SEEK  TO  HOLD  DOWN  REPUES  TO  ESSENTIALS 


Here's  a Man  With 
A Memory 

Los  Angeles — Albert  Law's  memory 
is  sharp  as  a whip.  He's  been  with  the 
department  of  justice  many  years  and 
in  the  course  of  his  duties  has  met 
many  film  executives. 

The  other  day,  Law  ran  into  the  west- 
ern sales  manager  of  a major  dis- 
tributing company.  The  division  mana- 
ger thought  he  recognized  Law  and 
asked  if  they  hadn't  met  before. 

Whereupon  Law  told  the  sales  mana- 
ger the  date  and  place  in  1927  and 
the  occasion  that  brought  them  together. 


Ind'pts  Were  Party 
To  Zone  Shift-FWC 


Los  Angeles — Expressing  complete  con- 
fidence in  their  position  in  the  "Big 
Stick’s”  charges  of  violation  of  a 1930 
consent  decree,  executives  of  Fox  West 
Coast  hold  that  the  changes  in  the  NRA 
clearance  schedule  made  in  July  and  No- 
vember, 1935,  were  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  independent  exhibitors  in 
the  territory. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  some  of  the 
changes  were  not  all  that  FWC  had  de- 
sired and,  in  some  cases,  sacrifices  were 
made  for  the  benefit  of  independents, 
according  to  FWC. 

Looking  over  the  charges,  circuit  exec- 
utives say  they  find  the  "Big  Stick”  is 
inconsistent  in  several  respects.  One  is 
alleged  to  be  the  complaint  on  continued 
runs  where  objection  is  made  to  move- 
overs  from  downtown  Los  Angeles  to  Bev- 
erly Hills.  Then,  it  is  claimed,  the  pe- 
tition seeks  to  have  Beverly  Hills,  among 
other  towns  like  Alhambra,  Bell,  Belve- 
dere Gardens  and  a few  others,  included 
in  the  Los  Angeles  zone.  It  is  noted  t’nere 
is  no  objection  on  films  being  moved  from 
one  theatre  to  another  in  the  same  zone. 

All  major  companies  are  represented  by 
individual  counsel.  National  Theatres  has 
Charles  A.  Buckley,  general  counsel  for 
the  circuit:  20th-Fox  has  Richard  E. 
Dwight  and  Fred  Pride  of  Dwight,  Harris, 
Koegel  & Caskey;  M-G-M  has  Edwin  Loeb 
of  Loeb  & Loeb. 

Process  servers  have  until  October  2 to 
serve  all  defendants.  Many  listed  in  the 
complaint  have  yet  to  be  served.  The  pre- 
liminary hearing  is  set  for  October  16. 


Shirley  in  Air  Bow 

Hollywood — Shirley  Temple  will  appear 
in  the  Screen  Guild  nationwide  radio 
broadcast  Christmas  Eve  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund. 


Will  Ask  the  Court  to  List 
Number  'Must'  Answers 
Necessary  in  Replies 

New  York — Attorneys  for  distributors 
are  preparing  to  go  into  federal  court 
and  ask  for  permission  to  answer  a lim- 
ited number  of  questions  in  the  “Big 
Stick’s”  A to  Z quiz,  it  is  learned.  Be- 
cause of  the  scope  covered  in  the  in- 
terrogatories and  the  amount  of  time  it 
would  take  to  answer  all  of  the  ques- 
tions, counsel  for  the  majors,  in  their 
willingness  to  cooperate  with  department 
of  justice  representatives,  will  argue  that 
the  court  list  the  number  of  “must”  an- 
swers necessary  for  the  “Big  Stick’s”  back- 
log. 

The  general  impression  among  home 
office  counsel  is  that  to  satisfy  every  one 
of  the  68  queries  and  numerous  sub-di- 
visions, it  would  take  a full  time  legal 
staff  a year  to  comply. 

There  is  no  objection,  it  is  learned,  to 
answering  the  necessary  questions,  but, 
because  the  questions  themselves  in  most 
instances  are  not  clear,  the  amount  of 
work  involved  in  trying  to  satisfy  the 
government,  as  the  interrogatories  now 
stand,  would  indefinitely  hold  up  the 
trial.  This  is  to  say  nothing  of  the  ex- 
pense entailed. 

Attorneys  for  distributors  point  out 
that,  in  order  to  cooperate  with  the  “Big 
Stick,”  which  has  been  fairly  cooperative 
with  distributor  representatives,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  limit  the  questions  to 
essentials  and  eliminate  the  material 
which  is  not  vital. 


Nothing  for  Granted 


New  York — Those  38  interrogatories 
thrown  at  the  head  of  government  counsel 
by  UA  in  the  all-industry  suit  leave  noth- 
ing for  granted  in  placing  on  the  table  full 
information  about  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution.  That  is,  if  the  government 
answers  all,  or  some,  as  UA  attorneys  would 
have  it. 

In  a sort  “you  slapped  me,  now  I’ll  slap 
you”  procedure,  UA  is  returning  the  gov- 
ernment’s fire  with  a like  brand.  The  ques- 
tions are  broad  enough  in  their  specific  na- 
ture which  sounds  like  a riddle,  to  result 
in  further  revelation  of  the  complete  busi- 
ness processes  under  which  not  only  UA, 
but  all  of  the  other  major  company  de- 
fendants, operate. 

The  contexts,  themselves,  demonstrate 
this.  Their  phrasing  is  identical.  The 
question  first  sets  forth,  “State  the  name, 
address,  identity  and  location  of  each  per- 
son known  to  the  government,  having 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


Wanted:  A Judge, 
Pleasant 

Los  Angeles — One  division  manager 
of  a major  company  who  was  indicted 
in  one  of  the  “Big  Stick's''  charges  of 
alleged  violation  of  the  FWC  consent 
decree  already  has  done  a little  check- 
ing of  his  own  for  personal  reasons. 

He  learns  there  is  no  limit  as  to  the 
amount  of  fine  and  time  the  federal 
court  can  hand  down  in  the  event  it 
finds  for  the  plaintiff.  With  that  in 
mind,  he  is  now  hoping  the  judge  hear- 
ing the  case  continues  throughout  in 
good  humor. 

Wood  in  Action  on 
Schine  Case  Shortly 

Buffalo — Frederick  H.  Wood  of  Cra- 
vath,  de  Gersdorff,  Swaine  & Wood,  Schine 
counsel,  Monday  will  be  seen  in  action  for 
the  first  time  in  a film  case  since  the  St. 
Louis  anti-trust  trial  four  years  ago  when 
he  represented  Warner.  He  will  appear 
before  Judge  Knight  in  federal  court  and 
argue  against  the  “Big  Stick’s”  motion  for 
a temptorary  injunction  and  in  favor  of  a 
bill  of  particulars.  Edward  C.  Raftery  of 
O’Brien,  Driscoll  & Raftery,  UA  counsel, 
will  argue  for  three  kinds  of  separate  re- 
lief, petitions  for  which  were  filed  some 
weeks  ago.  John  Lord  O’Brien  is  repre- 
senting other  major  distributors. 

Although  counsel  for  Schine  has  asked 
for  dismissal  of  the  complaint,  most  of  the 
arguments  preliminary  to  filing  briefs  are 
scheduled  to  revolve  around  the  temporary 
injunction  demand  and  the  request  by  de- 
fendants for  particulars.  Williard  S.  Mc- 
Kay is  working  in  association  with  Wood. 


Three  Given  20  Days  to 
Reply  in  GriJiith  Suit 

Oklahoma  City — UA,  Universal  and  Co- 
lumbia, acting  independently  of  the  other 
five  major  distributors,  have  been  given 
20  days  by  Federal  District  Judge  Vaught 
to  answer  the  “Big  Stick’s”  brief  in  con- 
nection with  the  anti-trust  suit  against 
the  Griffith  circuits  and  major  distribu- 
tors. 

Former  Judge  Charles  Cochran  is  rep- 
resenting the  five  major  firms  which  have 
prepared  answers. 


More  Object  in  Miami 

Miami — Objections  have  been  filed  on 
behalf  of  seven  major  distributors  to  in- 
terrogatories propounded  by  plaintiffs  in 
the  anti-trust  suit  here.  Paramount  ob- 
jections were  filed  earlier. 
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HELD  OVER  AT  THE  RIVOLI  FOR  ITS 
4tk  WEEK  OF  BOX-OFFICE  Acwit 

Hour  after  hour... day  after  day... week  after  week,  eager 
crowds  are  following  the  advice  of  Screen  Critic  Frank 
Nugent  of  the  New  York  Times  who  said:  its  a whopping 

adventure  film  you  want^  unconditionally  guaranteed  to 
build  up  your  blood-pressure^  the  Rivoli  is  the  place  to  find  it!'' 
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BRITISH  INDUSTRY  IN  A PRECIPITOUS  CLIMB; 
70-80%  OF  NORMAL  IN  SECOND  WEEK  OF  WAR 


Distributor  Revenue  in 
Next  Week  or  So  May 
Reach  75%  Normal 


No  Shortage  of  Foreign  Films, 
Importers  Unanimously  State 


London — Theatre  and  distribution  busi- 
ness in  the  second  week  of  the  European 
War  has  jumped  from  10  and  15  per  cent 
of  normal  to  70  and  in  some  cases  80  per 
cent  of  average,  according  to  a survey, 
with  optimism  the  feeling  in  most 
quarters. 

The  general  public  which  sat  home  lis- 
tening to  the  radio  for  reports  during  the 
first  days  of  the  war  has  broken  away 
from  the  habit  and  is  now  arriving  at 
theatres  in  automobiles  with  dim  lights  in 
many  cases.  Where  pedestrians  use  other 
means  of  travel,  dimmed  light  torches  are 
permitted  at  night  during  blackouts. 

West  End  theatres  now  are  opening  at 
2 p.  m.  Sundays,  while  houses  in  the  rest 
of  the  country  start  business  operations  at 
6 p.  m.  on  that  day.  There  is  a concerted 
move  on  foot  to  secure  a general  2 p.  m. 
opening  for  all  theatres. 

Within  the  next  week  or  so,  it  is  ex- 
pected distributor  revenue  will  reach  75 
per  cent  of  normal.  Along  exhibitor  Row 
theatre  heads  are  showing  signs  of  relief 
to  the  extent  that  the  trend  of  the  public 
is  back  to  the  theatre.  Afternoon  business 
continues  weak  with  the  pickup  noted  in 
night  attendance,  which  is  regarded  as  a 
good  sign. 

Outstanding  pictures  are  showing  good 
results  at  the  boxoffice  with  the  general 
sentiment  here  being  that  business  and 
trade  is  on  the  upswing.  While  not  normal, 
the  signs  indicate  daily  improvement. 


Ben  Goetz  Arrives  Alter 
A Delay  by  Illness 

New  York — Having  recovered  from  an 
illness  which  delayed  his  sailing  a few 
weeks,  Ben  Goetz,  in  charge  of  M-G-M 
British  production,  arrived  late  in  the 
week  on  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam.  He  is 
scheduled  to  head  for  the  coast  for  con- 
ferences with  Louis  B.  Mayer. 

Dave  Lewis,  M-G-M  manager  in  the 
Argentine,  sails  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  on 
the  Santa  Lucia,  October  3,  for  home  of- 
fice conferences. 


No  'Busmans  Honeymoon 
Plans;  Star  Cast  Anew 

Hollywood — With  Robert  Montgomery 
cast  in  “Willow  Walk,”  no  immediate  plans 
are  in  view  for  resuming  production  of 
“Busman’s  Honeymoon,”  originally  sched- 
uled for  England  but  which  is  expected  to 
be  made  here.  Montgomery  arrived  with 
his  wife  from  the  east  early  in  the  week. 


New  York — The  350-odd  theatres  in 
this  coimtry  that  depend  entirely  on  for- 
eign films  will  not  suffer  from  any  cur- 
tailment of  production  as  a result  of  the 


Sam  E.  Morris,  111, 
Leaves  WB  Post 


New  York — Sam  E.  Morris,  one  of  the 
veterans  of  the  Warner  organization,  steps 
down  as  vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign 
distribution  and  will  leave  the  company  on 
what  is  officially  described  as  a year’s  ab- 
sence to  recoup  his  health.  Morris  re- 
cently returned  from  a trip  to  South  Amer- 
ica, but,  while  he  was  in  Brazil,  it  is  under- 
stood he  suffered  a heart  attack.  It  is 
considered  extremely  remote  that  he  will 
return  to  his  post. 

No  decision  has  been  made  on  a suc- 
cessor. Joseph  Hummel,  currently,  is 
foreign  sales  manager  under  Morris  whose 
duties  recently  were  limited  to  South 
America  and  the  Par  East  while  Robert 
Schless  was  placed  in  charge  of  all  of  Eu- 
rope, including  Great  Britain. 

Morris’s  experience  embraces  exhibition 
as  well  as  domestic  distribution.  He  was 
one  time  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager of  Select  Pictures,  later  joining  the 
Warner  organization  in  charge  of  domestic 
sales.  The  task  of  reorganizing  the  sales 
force  following  the  purchase  of  Vitagraph, 
Inc.,  fell  to  him.  Subsequently,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  export  department. 


war,  according  to  distributors  of  overseas 
product. 

The  possible  exception  seems  to  be  in 
the  case  of  Polish  films,  the  supply  of 
which  is  limited  to  releases  received  here 
up  to  a few  months  ago.  The  estimated 

15  houses  that  show  Polish  films  exclu- 
sively are  pictured  as  having  to  be  con- 
tent with  repeat  showings  or  switching  to 
other  languages. 

A rather  paradoxical  situation  is  pre- 
sented in  respect  to  Russian  product.  Word 
filters  into  the  circle  of  independent  for- 
eign distributors  here  that  in  more  than 
a few  instances  exhibitors  of  Russian  films 
have  been,  or  gradually  will  be,  displaced 
on  the  ground  supporters  are  out  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  Soviet-German  non-ag- 
gression pact.  It  is  pointed  out  some  of 
the  most  pretentious  Soviet  product  up  to 
the  present  has  been  concerned  with  an 
indictment  of  Nazism,  for  example:  “The 
Oppenheims,”  “Concentration  Camp,”  and 
“Professor  Mamlock.” 

No  Letup  in  Bookings 

However,  according  to  Dimitri  Vassilev, 
president  of  Amkino,  official  distributors 
of  Soviet  product  in  North  and  South 
America,  there  has  been  no  letup  in  book- 
ings. He  also  declares  current  product 
from  Soviet  studios  centers  about  various 
phases  of  national  life,  being  almost  de- 
void of  political  propaganda.  Vassilev  ad- 
mits “some  reaction”  will  set  in  as  a re- 
sult of  resentment  manifested  in  the  Rus- 
sian-German pact,  but  is  confident  it  will 
pass  once  a clearer  perspective  of  the 
European  situation  is  obtained.  It  is  es- 
timated ten  theatres,  at  the  outside,  play 
Soviet  product,  either  exclusively  or  on 
spot  bookings. 

With  more  than  40  French  films  on 
hand  and  another  dozen  in  the  stages  of 
negotiation  for  American  distribution, 
there  appears  to  be  an  ample  supply  to 
meet  demands  of  this  market,  far  and 
away  the  most  important  insofar  as  reve- 
nue is  concerned.  There  are  75  theatres 
playing  French  product,  it  is  estimated, 
with  about  30  of  these  in  key  cities,  where 
first  runs  have  been  known  to  range  from 
an  average  of  three  for  fair  pictures  to 

16  for  outstanding  product,  such  as  “Grand 
Illusion,”  “Story  of  a Cheat”  and  “Bal- 
lerina.” 

It  is  pointed  out  that  with  the  product 
on  hand  and  others  to  come  the  supply 
is  sufficient  for  at  least  15  months,  even 
should  pictures  that  have  reached  the 
half-way  mark  in  French  studios  be 
dropped  on  account  of  the  war.  All  for- 
eign product  ciz’culates  very  slowly  here, 
importers  say,  which  would  aid  in  con- 
( Continued  on  page  19) 
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. . . after  sensational  first  Ml 
BIG  ONE  from  RKO  RADIO 
in  that  much-coveted  class  o/l 
$100,000-a-week  attractions'. 


ek  that  heralded  another. 
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Ind'pts  Say  Chains 
Wring  Product  Dry 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
ways  been  in  effect  as  far  as  his  theatres 
are  concerned.  “We  extend  playing  time 
on  anything  worthwhile,”  he  states.  “In 
towns  where  we  ordinarily  book  three  and 
four  days,  big  pictures  get  a full  week. 
Where  the  regular  policies  are  two  and 
three-day  bookings,  unusual  attractions 
are  extended  to  three  and  four  days.  In 
all  instances,  single  feature  treatment  is 
observed.  Where  pictures  lend  themselves 
to  extra  playing  time,  there  is  no  hesitancy 
in  granting  additional  screen  hours.  We 
have  no  fears  of  a product  shortage  at  the 
moment.” 

That  extra  playing  time  has  always  been 
granted  to  preferred  pictures  is  the  dec- 
laration of  the  general  manager  of  a cir- 
cuit of  50  theatres  spread  over  the  eastern 
states. 

Conversely,  as  independents  go,  the 
smaller  operators,  with  from  three  to  ten 
units,  assert  unequivocally  that  the  prac- 
tice of  prior  runs  in  competitive  zones  of 
“milking”  pictures  forbids  them  from 
“even  getting  out  just  returns  from  normal 
bookings,  much  less  consider  giving  these 
films  extra  time,”  as  one  exhibitor  puts  it. 

“You  must  consider  that  really  big  pic- 
tures are  our  bread  and  butter,”  a last-run 
operator  declares,  “because  the  insignifi- 
cant grade  'C’  films  are  nothing  but  a 
necessary  evil — I show  them  because  the 
other  fellow  does.  There  must  be  some- 
thing else  in  Schenck’s  mind  when  he  says 
what  he  does,  because  I don’t  see  how  even 
he  can  reconcile  a condition  where  a prior 
run  squeezes  the  last  dollar  out  of  a pic- 
ture by  holding  it  three  or  four  days  extra 
and  then  comes  to  us  many  weeks  later 
with  a percentage  designation  as  high  as 
the  prior  run  at  houses  where  the  scale  is 
invariably  from  10  to  20  cents  below  the 
previous  run.” 

A number  of  small  operators  prefer  to 
remain  silent  and  “let  the  big  fellows  do 
the  talking  because  we  do  not  want  our 
sentiments  to  backfire  in  the  form  of  in- 
creased rentals.”  The  implication,  they  say, 
is  that  “reprisals”  are  a practice  when  “we 
talk  too  much.” 

Field  Executives  Go  Into 
Huddles  on  Schine  Suit 

New  York — Major  companies  have  been 
calling  in  district  and  branch  managers 
in  the  zones  where  the  Schine  circuit 
operates  to  gather  first-hand  information 
for  the  defense  now  being  prepared  in 
connection  with  the  “Big  Stick’s”  anti- 
trust suit. 

Every  situation  in  the  Schine  circuit  is 
being  checked  minutely  with  the  branch 
heads,  some  of  whom  have  been  sitting  in 
on  deals  but  delayed  them  to  come  to 
New  York  for  conferences  with  home  of- 
fice attorneys. 


Republic  Closes  Essaness 

Chicago — Republic  has  closed  with  the 
Essaness  circuit  for  its  entire  new  lineup. 


Schenck's  Statement 


Hollywood — Joseph  M.  Schenck’s  plea 
for  extended  playing  time  is  made  as 
president  of  the  M.  P.  Producers’  Ass’n, 
embracing  all  major  studios  here,  and  not 
as  chairman  of  the  board  of  20th  Century- 
Fox.  Thus,  that  which  he  has  to  say  is 
interpretable  as  representative  of  the 
viewpoint  of  all  the  major  companies  in 
the  industry.  This  is  the  text: 


“The  theatre  operators  of  America  must 
do  their  part  in  helping  the  producers  of 
pictures  to  overcome  the  crisis  caused  by 
the  loss  of  revenues  from  war-torn  Europe. 

“The  producers  have  signified  their  in- 
tention of  continuing  to  make  big  pictures 
of  the  highest  quality  despite  the  Euro- 
pean situation.  The  responsibility  of  mak- 
ing these  efforts  successful  now  lies  en- 
tirely with  the  exhibitors. 

“It  is  no  longer  a question  of  profits, 
but  of  preservation  of  the  present  quality 
standards  of  the  entire  motion  picture  in- 
dustry, theatres  as  well  as  studios. 

“The  millions  of  dollars  invested  in  thea- 
tres throughout  America  would  be  just  so 
much  brick  and  mortar  if  the  structure  of 
film  production  collapsed.  The  exhibitor 
must  therefore  share  the  responsibility  of 
seeing  that  the  studios  derive  enough 
rentals  to  permit  them  to  continue  in 
operation. 

“First  of  all,  it  is  essential  that  the  ex- 
hibitors do  everything  possible  to  extend 
the  playing  time  of  pictures  whenever  pub- 
lic patronage  justifies.  Those  pictures  that 
have  been  showing  for  one  week  should, 
whenever  possible,  be  held  over  for  a sec- 
ond week,  and  a picture  which  definitely 
rates  a two-week  run  should  be  extended 


'Producers'  Problem,' 
Max  Cohen  Declares 


New  York — The  solution  to  the  problem 
facing  distributors  is  not  extended  play- 
ing time.  Max  A.  Cohen,  head  of  Allied  of 
New  York  and  also  president  of  Cinema 
Circuit  which  operates  20  houses  in  Great- 
er New  York,  states  in  answer  to  Joseph 
M.  Schenck’s  plea  for  cooperation  from  ex- 
hibitors on  big  pictures. 

“Producers  should  cut  production  costs 
to  meet  incoming  revenue  and  that  neces- 
sarily does  not  mean  to  cut  production 
quality,”  Cohen  adds.  “Stars  who  believe 
they  draw  so  much  business  at  the  box- 
office  ask  for  salaries  based  on  this  as- 
sumption.” 

“Why  should  the  independent  exhibitor 
be  called  upon  to  solve  the  problems  of  the 
producers  when  it  is  in  Hollywood  where 
costs  are  mounting  every  day? 

“I  don’t  believe  the  intent  of  Mr. 
Schenck  is  to  insure  his  income  or  revenue 
on  pictures.” 


for  a third  week.  Likewise,  in  the  subse- 
quent runs,  three-day  pictures  should  be 
held  over  for  five  or  six  days. 

“In  order  to  justify  this,  exhibitors  will 
find  it  necessary  to  display  greater  show- 
manship and  introduce  new  ideas.  It  can 
and  must  be  done  to  insure  a return  to 
the  producer  that  will  compensate  for  de- 
creased revenues  elsewhere,  for  only  by 
increased  rentals  from  the  theatres  of  tlris 
country  can  producers  be  assured  of  reve- 
nues commensurate  with  the  bigger  type  of 
pictures. 

“The  producers  are  willing  to  go  to  any 
length  and  expense  to  make  great  pictures, 
and  they  have  every  faith  that  the  public 
will  support  them.  A high  standard  of 
quality  in  production  has  been  attained,  as 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  American-made 
films  are  recognized  as  the  finest  by  the 
amusement  public  of  the  entire  world.  This 
leadership  must  not  be  sacrificed,  nor  can 
the  standards  be  permitted  to  be  lowered. 

“For  their  part  the  producers  are  keep- 
ing operating  costs  as  low  as  possible.  But 
no  economy  measures  by  the  studios  alone 
could  offset  the  great  loss  of  European 
revenue  if  a high  standard  of  quality  is  to 
be  maintained. 

“It  is  therefore  up  to  the  exhibitor  now 
to  make  this  high  standard  of  quality  pos- 
sible. 


''One  of  the  Most  Distinguished^^ 

Hollywood — “The  Private  Lives  oi  Elizabeth  and  Essex"  proves  that  if  further 
proof  were  needed  to  establish  Bette  Davis'  rightful  claim  to  the  Thespic  crown  of 
filmdom  her  truly  regal  characterization  of  England's  most  famous  queen  supplies 
it  without  question.  Seldom,  if  ever,  has  the  screen  boasted  so  inexplicably  fine 
a performance.  It  completely  dominates  the  picture  which,  in  itself,  must  be  ac- 
claimed as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  productions  in  many  seasons.  All  of  the 
pomp  and  pageantry,  intrigue  and  majesty  of  Elizabethean  Britain  is  ensnared  in 
its  wide  productional  scope.  And  against  this  spectacular  background,  made  doubly 
impressive  and  realistic  through  Technicolor  photography,  is  painted  with  the 
inspired  brush  of  masterful  scripting  and  direction  a love  story  sufficiently  torrid 
and  tender  and  tempestuous  to  satisfy  the  most  avid  seeker  of  romantic  film  fore. 
The  supporting  cast,  with  Errol  Flynn  at  its  head,  is  comparably  splendid,  but  so 
stupendous  is  the  work  of  Queen  Bette  that  the  work  of  the  other  players  is  over- 
shadowed. Robert  Lord  was  associate  producer;  Michael  Curtiz,  director. — SPEAR. 
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Hays  Looks  at  1949 

New  York — “I  look  within  10  years,"  declares  Will  H.  Hays,  peering  ahead  in  an 
article  in  “Liberty,"  to  the  substantial  development  of  circuits  of  special  theatres  for 
specialized  audiences. 

“By  that,  I mean  theatres  which  will  show  a particular  type  of  photoplay,  moybe 
Shakespearean  repertory,  operettas,  documentaries,  foreign  language  films,  con- 
temporary dramas,  and  so  forth,  and  will  attract  audiences  of  likes,  desires  and 
tastes. 

“The  trend  is  now  evident  in  a few  of  our  larger  cities,  particularly  New  York. 
It  may  be.  too,  that  stories  of  tremendous  scope  and  background,  such  as  a future 
'Gone  With  the  Wind'  or  an  'Anthony  Adverse,'  will  be  filmed  and  released  in 
installments,  following  the  pattern  of  magazines  and  newspapers  today  in  printing 
books  in  installments." 


Sees  Bigger  Revenue 
In  "Free"  Buying 

New  York — Admitting  readily  that  film 
companies  must  increase  their  revenue  in 
order  to  continue  producing  outstanding 
productions,  Edward  Peskay,  head  of  the 
Brownlow  circuit  of  13  houses  in  the  east, 
says  this  can  be  accomplished  if  distribu- 
tors permit  competitive  buying  for  outside 
product  where  major  circuits  have  their 
own  theatres. 

Where  distributors  have  their  own 
houses,  he  states,  these  theatres  should 
unquestionably  play  their  own  product, 
but  where  other  companies  are  involved 
the  output  should  be  thrown  open  to  com- 
petitive bidding.  By  this  method,  he  con- 
tinues, distributors  can  get  from  $7,500,000 
to  $10,000,000  more  each  year  for  their 
pictures. 

Peskay  adds  there  are  approximately 
3,000  situations  where  independent  first 
runs  cannot  get  product  ahead  of  major 
circuit  units.  In  most  of  these  cases  the 
theatres  of  the  unaffiliated  are  better  than 
those  of  the  major  circuits,  he  says. 

Two  situations  in  particular  are  cited. 
One  is  the  Patio,  a Century  circuit  unit 
in  Brooklyn,  which  is  flanked  by  two  Loew 
houses.  The  independent  house  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  Brooklyn  and  yet  cannot 
get  as  much  as  an  even  break  on  product. 
A second  house  is  the  Roxy,  Atlanta,  oper- 
ated by  Robert  Meyer,  who  finds  himself 
surrounded  by  circuits  and  unable  to  get 
first  runs. 

Peskay  holds  that  distributors,  if  plac- 
ing their  output  on  a competitive  basis, 
could  get  more  film  rental  from  the  Patio 
than  the  two  Loew  houses  combined;  also 
that  Meyer  cannot  get  first  run  pictures  re- 
gardless of  what  he  is  willing  to  pay. 

There  are  numerous  other  situations 
which  Peskay  says  he  can  cite  but  points 
out  that  under  present  distribution  meth- 
ods little  seems  to  be  done  about  it. 


No  Shortage  of  Foreign 
Films,  Say  Importers 

(Continued  from  page  15) 
serving  films  that  are  available.  Out- 
standing attractions  are  invariably  held 
for  long  periods  at  first  run  houses,  while 
the  average  films  often  are  shelved  for 
another  season.  In  the  latter  respect,  it 
is  said  a substantial  reserve  has  been  built 
up,  thus  affording  a fairly  plentiful  sup- 
ply. 

The  following  represents  official  list- 
ings of  French  product  by  the  larger  dis- 
tributors, prints  of  which  are  available: 

Amkino 

“Courage,”  “Golden  Key,”  “School 
Teacher,”  “Shors,”  “Spain,”  and  “The 
Tractor  Drivers.” 

Columbia 

“Port  Arthur,”  “The  Chess  Players,” 
“The  Runaways  of  St.  Agil.” 

Concord  Pictures 

“Rasputin.” 

Film  Alliance 

“Hostages,”  “Le  Quai  des  Brumes,”  “The 
Deserter,”  “The  Challenge,”  “The  King,” 


Sees  Key  to  Belter 
Takes  in  Bookings 

• Continued  from  page  5) 
the  returns  to  the  distributor  will  be  that 
much  greater. 

Mindful  of  Gradwell  L.  Sears’  statement 
in  Minneapolis  during  the  Allied  conven- 
tion, Newbury  adds  “If  Sears  means  what 
he  says  in  offering  the  new  policy  it  is  not 
entirely  what  exhibitors  expected,  but  fair 
in  most  respects.” 

Cancellations  and  preferred  playing  time 
are  uppermost  in  Newbury’s  mind.  He  de- 
clares some  exhibitors  would  prefer  more 
than  20  per  cent  “kill-offs”  although  some, 
particularly  suburban  houses,  are  satis- 
fied with  less.  However,  he  insists,  if  the 
theatre  owner  is  permitted  to  book  pic- 
tures as  he  best  sees  fit  the  distributor 
will  gain  in  revenue  in  proportion  to  the 
returns  at  the  boxoffice. 

Gradual  petering  out  of  the  small  opera- 
tor in  New  Jersey  is  seen  by  the  Allied 
head  who  cites  acquisitions  and  pooling 
arrangements  by  major  and  independent 
circuits  as  diminishing  the  representation 
in  his  organization. 

However,  he  concludes,  “There  always 
will  be  an  organization  in  New  Jersey  be- 
cause of  the  things  that  have  to  be  done 
to  protect  the  exhibitor,  large  or  small.” 


“Salvage”  and  “Second  Bureau.” 

French  Film  Center 

“Aux  Jardins  du  Murcie”  and  “Harvest.” 

Gallic  Films 

“The  Last  Will  of  Dr.  Mabuse.” 

Juno  Films 

“End  of  a Day”  and  “Musicians  of 
Heaven.” 

I.  H.  Hoffberg 

“Mademoiselle  Ma  Mere”  and  “Ulti- 
matum.” 

Mayer  and  Burstyn 

“Life  of  Mozart,”  “Louise,”  “Katia,” 
“That  They  May  Live”  and  “Whirlpool.” 

National  Pictures 

“Devil’s  Island,”  “La  Glu”  and  “Petit 
Chose.” 

Select  Pictures 

“Rebel’s  Son”  and  “Royal  Divorce.” 

Trans-Atlantic  Films 

“Derniere  Jeunesse,”  and  “L’Emigrante,” 
“Conflict”  and  “La  Maison  du  Malthais.” 

World  Pictures 

“Betrayal,”  “Hatred,”  “La  Marseillaise” 
and  “Mill  on  the  Floss.” 


Warns  Against  Undue 
Hope  on  War  Boom 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
going  to  fill  their  houses  overnight.  It 
may  be  a week  or  two  before  Congress 
passes  neutrality  legislation.  Admitting 
that  it  goes  on  a cash-and-carry  basis,  two 
things  stand  out : One,  that  war  production 
for  the  belligerents  will  get  under  way 
gradually.  Two,  that  initially  the  impetus 
will  be  confined  to  those  sections  where 
the  war  industries  plants  are  located  and 
will  require  some  time  to  percolate  through 
the  rest  of  the  country. 

“For  instance,  the  steel  areas  are  today 
in  pretty  good  shape,  but  copper  mining 
will  not  boom  until  some  of  the  surplus 
stocks  start  to  move.  England  may  buy 
a lot  of  cotton,  but  the  government  has  a 
lot  on  which  it  made  loans  and  the  cot- 
ton farmer  won’t  reap  the  fuU  benefit  of 
war  business  until  much  of  that  is  worked 
off.” 

This  opinion  was  ventured  three  days 
before  the  United  States  chamber  of  com- 
merce issued  a statement  warning  against 
too  great  expectations  in  the  guise  of  a 
war  boom.  In  reverse,  the  chamber  drew 
attention  to  probable  dislocations  in 
America’s  foreign  trade,  a condition  al- 
ready confronting  the  film  industry.  It 
also  warned  against  expecting  too  much 
from  increased  trade  with  South  America. 

“It  is  to  be  kept  in  mind,”  the  report 
states,  “that  the  financial  situation  in 
some  of  the  South  American  countries 
have  in  the  past  resulted  in  the  building 
up  of  great  quantities  of  blocked  funds. 
Also,  the  shutting  off  of  South  American 
exports  to  certain  European  states  may  in- 
crease the  difficulties  of  some  countries  in 
meeting  payments  for  their  imports  and 
returns  on  direct  investments. 

“As  to  direct  investments  in  belligerent 
countries,  it  is  important  that  the  United 
States  government  and  private  groups 
examine  into  what  action  it  is  appropriate 
to  take  for  their  protection.  Increased 
taxation,  sure  to  accompany  the  war,  will 
place  in  jeopardy  not  only  accrued  profits 
abroad  but,  in  some  instances,  capital  in- 
vestment as  well.” 


Republic  Slash 

Hollywood — Nearly  150  employes  are 
affected  by  a personnel  purge  and  salary 
slash  at  the  Republic  studios. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  September  30,  1939 


19 


Ill 


with 


RENE 


DARE 


ROSCOE  KARNS- EDGAR  KENNEDY 
LYNNE  ROBERTS  • ERIC  LINDEN 

Directed  by  Erie  C.  Kenton  ;<  o 
Produced  by  SOL  LESSER  PICTURES 

Screen  play  by  Adrian  Landis  and  Sherman  Lowe 


V 


A DARUN6  ON  SKATES 
SHrS  WONOERFUL! . . 


■ Now  for  the  excited 
and  of  the  millions  who’ll  rare  oyer  Sol 

Lesser’s  newest  personality  discovery! , ,,A  little 
girl  who’d  be  a tremendous  hit  even  without 
her  sensational  skating  ability! . . . Here  she  is, 
all  yours  to  sell  in  a great  big  comedy  show 
with  music  and  dancing,  a swell  human-interest 
story,  strong  marquee  cast,  and  the  most  spec- 
tacular figure  and  rhythm  skating  ever  attempted 
by  a girl  of  Irene’s  age! 


UA  Wants  lo  Know 
All,  Also  Sundry 


(Continued  from  page  10) 
knowledge  of  relevant  facts,  with  respect 
to  the  government  claim  that  the  pro- 
ducer-exhibitor defendants  have  conspired 
and  combined  with  each  other  and  United 
Artists,  to  monopolize  the  market  for  ex- 
hibition of  pictures  in  first-run  theatres.” 
And  thereafter: 

2 —  The  names  of  persons  who  will  sup- 
port the  claim  that  the  defendants  have 
monopolized  production  of  quality  high 
grade  pictures. 

3 —  The  names  of  persons  who  will  sup- 
port the  claim  that  the  defendants  ex- 
cluded independents  from  the  first  run 
theatres  owned  by  them. 

4 —  This  question  deals  with  monopoly 
of  product  in  first  run  theatres. 

5 —  This  question  deals  with  the  mo- 
nopoly of  first  run  pictures  in  the  metro- 
politan areas  in  the  United  States. 

6 —  Deals  with  the  banning  of  indepen- 
dents from  first  runs  in  metropolitan 
theatres. 

7 —  Deals  wdth  the  banning  of  indepen- 
dent product  from  first  run  theatres  ex- 
cept through  sufferance  on  the  part  of  the 
majors. 

8 —  Deals  with  the  monopoly  of  first-runs 
by  the  major  defendants. 

9 —  Deals  with  the  charge  that  the  ac- 
quisition of  affiliated  theatres  resulted  in 
a division  of  territory. 

10 —  Deals  with  the  alleged  monopoly  of 
all  first  run  situations  by  the  majors. 

11 —  Deals  with  the  attempts  to  monopo- 
lize all  first  runs  by  the  majors. 

12 —  Deals  with  the  granting  of  prefer- 
ence and  priority  by  the  majors  to  each 
other  in  various  areas. 

13 —  Deals  with  the  alleged  common  plan 
on  franchises,  contracts,  agreements  and 
understandings  between  the  majors. 

14 —  Deals  with  the  charge  UA  holds 
back  pictures  until  the  other  defendants 
are  ready  to  exhibit  them. 

15 —  Deals  with  the  charge  wherever  two 
or  more  defendants  operate  in  the  same 
territory  there  is  a convenient  division  of 
product. 

16 —  Deals  with  the  charge  independents 
who  own  first  run  theatres  are  excluded 
from  securing  product  on  a fair,  competi- 
tive basis. 

17 —  Deals  with  the  charge  franchises, 
agreements  are  made  available  to  affiliates 
before  they  are  to  independents. 

18 —  Deals  with  the  charge  an  indepen- 
dent in  competition  with  an  affiliate  is 
placed  in  a secondary  position  to  what  he 
would  be  in  a free  untrammeled  market. 

19 —  Deals  with  the  charge  of  harsh, 
onerous,  unfair  trade  practices. 

20 —  Deals  with  compulsory  block  book- 
ing. 

21 —  Deals  with  the  charge  contracts  be- 
tween UA  and  other  defendants  are  issued 
on  a selective  basis. 

22 —  Deals  with  the  forcing  of  shorts  or 
newsreels. 

23 —  Deals  with  the  arbitrary  designa- 
tion of  playdates. 

24 —  Deals  with  arbitrary  and  unreason- 
able clearance  and  zoning. 


Code-to-President  Plan 
Still  Alive 

New  York — Distributors  are  waiting 
ior  conditions  to  quiet  down  before  re- 
viving efforts  on  the  code.  It  is  still 
hoped  to  bring  a review  of  the  history 
of  the  code  and  its  rejection  by  Thur- 
man Arnold  to  the  attention  of  the 
President  as  soon  as  some  of  the  cur- 
rent excitement  of  the  European  war 
subsides. 

Far  West  Exhibitors 
Form  Own  Alliance 

Los  Angeles — The  ITO  of  Southern  Cal- 
ifornia and  Arizona,  the  ITO  of  Northern 
California  and  Nevada,  and  the  MPTOA 
of  the  Pacific  Northwest  have  formed 
Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Independent 
Theatre  Owners,  representing  approxi- 
mately 2,000  theatres. 

Aim  of  the  new  organization  is  to  “cre- 
ate a more  harmonious  relationship  among 
independent  theatre  operators,  producers 
and  distributors.”  Each  unit  will  continue 
its  own  individual  activities. 

The  executive  board  of  the  ITO  of 
Southern  California,  in  approving  the 
move,  emphasizes  no  effort  is  being  made 
to  establish  another  independent  exhibitor 
group  and  no  buying  combine  is  being 
contemplated. 

Rites  for  Floyd  Gibbons 
Are  Held  in  Washington 

Washington — Burial  services  for  Floyd 
Gibbons,  noted  war  correspondent  and  ra- 
dio commentator,  were  held  in  the  Mount 
Olivet  cemetery.  He  was  52. 


25 —  Deals  with  overbuying. 

26 —  Deals  with  arbitrary,  unconscion- 
able and  discriminatory  film  rentals. 

27 —  Deals  with  the  charge  independents 
are  charged  four  and  five  times  as  much 
for  films  as  affiliated  theatres  are. 

28 —  Deals  with  a demand  for  revenue  in 
excess  of  a fair  return. 

29 —  Deals  with  the  prohibition  of  double 
features. 

30 —  Deals  with  the  score  charge. 

31 —  Deals  with  a minimum  admission 
price. 

32 —  Deals  with  exhibition  charges  on 
subsequent  runs  which  are  harsh  and  un- 
reasonable. 

33 —  Deals  with  benefits  and  favors  ex- 
tended to  affiliates. 

34 —  Deals  with  the  allowing  of  exhibi- 
tion of  pictures  to  affiliates  without  a bind- 
ing agreement. 

35 —  Deals  with  the  allowing  of  material 
changes  and  alterations  in  contracts. 

36 —  Deals  with  overage  and  underage. 

37 —  Deals  with  allowing  cancellation  of 
shorts  to  affiliates. 

38 —  Deals  with  moveovers — shifting  a 
film  from  one  theatre  to  another,  to  con- 
tinue a run,  thus  depriving  the  independent 
of  a chance  to  show  the  film  before  its 
interest  has  lapsed. 


Says  Public  Proves 
'Sucker'  for  Soviet 

Washington  — The  Soviet  government 
has  played  the  American  people  for  a 
“bunch  of  suckers,”  not  the  least  proof  of 
their  gullibility  being  their  willingness  to 
buy  communist  propaganda  motion  pic- 
tures, the  proceeds  of  which  were  used  to 
finance  Russian  actinties  in  this  country, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  D.  H. 
Dubrowsky,  former  Soviet  agent,  who  cut 
loose  from  the  Reds  in  1935. 

Ninety  per  cent  of  the  Russian  pictures 
distributed  in  the  United  States  while  he 
was  acting  as  agent  were  propaganda,  he 
told  the  Dies  committee  investigating  un- 
American  activities.  But  the  Russian  gov- 
ernment collected  about  $1,000,000  a year 
from  their  sale,  and  the  money  was  used, 
apparently,  to  finance  direct  propaganda 
in  this  country. 

The  former  Red  agent  was  vague  in  his 
replies  to  questions  by  the  committee  as 
to  whom  bought  the  films,  but  indicated 
they  were  sold  to  all  comers.  The  major 
distributors  did  not  handle  them,  and 
their  circulation  apparently  was  handled 
independently. 

Dr.  Dubrowsky  gave  the  committee  an 
explanation  of  the  various  devices  adopted 
by  the  Communists  to  get  money  in  the 
United  States,  including  the  collection  of 
funds  for  “relief”  organizations,  the  con- 
fiscation of  money  due  Russians,  includ- 
ing war  compensation  and  insurance  pay- 
ments to  men  who  fought  in  the  American 
army  during  the  World  War  and  the 
smuggling  in  of  jewels  confiscated  from 
wealthy  Czarists. 

The  Stalin  emissary  testified  that  he 
came  to  the  United  States  from  Russia  in 
1905  and  was  naturalized  in  1917.  In  1919, 
he  became  connected  with  the  Bolshevik 
government,  which  he  served  as  a secre- 
tary at  the  Soviet  Embassy  in  Washing- 
ton and  in  other  categories  until  1935,  when 
he  quit  because  he  felt  “Stalin  has  turned 
an  idealistic  movement  into  one  of  political 
gangsterism.” 


Deanna  Durbin  Picture 
Is  Booked  by  Russia 

New  York — The  first  American  film  to 
be  booked  for  showing  in  Russia  since 
1936  is  “One  Hundred  Men  and  a Girl,’' 
which  has  been  contracted  for  by  Interg- 
kino,  international  trading  company  of  the 
USSR. 

Burger  Sails  to  Relieve 
"French  Legionnaire" 

Paris — Sam  Burger,  M-G-M  roving- 
representative,  is  due  to  sail  from  New 
York,  October  12,  to  relieve  Ludwig- 
(Laudy)  Lawrence,  continental  general 
manager  for  the  company,  who  has  en- 
listed with  Arthur  Field,  in  charge  of 
dubbing  in  Italy  and  Germany,  in  the 
French  Foreign  Legion. 

M-G-M  home  office  officials  deny  that 
Burger  is  going  to  France.  He  probably 
will  make  a trip  to  South  America  shortly- 
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THE  THOUGHTS  OF  THE  COUNTRY 
ARE  TURNING  SOUTHWARD.. .AND 
SOUTHWARD  LIE  THE  SCENES  OF 
THIS  SPELLBINDING  STORY... 
Of  a fascinating  plunderer ...  of 
the  lady  whose  fatal  beauty  sent 
him  to  a tropic  penal  cell  ...  of  a 
drifting  young  American  who  won 
the  love  that  the  other  man  had 
committed  murder  to  keep! 
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Industry  Eulogizes 
Laemmle's  Memory 

New  York — Widespread  regret  over  the 
death  of  Carl  Laemmle  sr.  in  Hollywood 
Sunday  evening  is  expressed  by  the  in- 
dustry’s leaders. 

Curiously  enough,  the  pioneering  “Uncle 
Carl”  died  when,  for  the  first  time  since 
he  retired  from  the  industry,  his  name 
again  appears  on  the  main  title  of  a film. 
The  long  famous  and  widely  known  “Carl 
Laemmle  presents”  once  more  is  being 
flashed  on  the  nation’s  screens  with  the 
reissue  of  “All  Quiet  on  the  Western 
Front.” 

Among  the  eulogies  are  these: 

“In  almost  three-quarters  of  a century, 
Carl  Laemmle  traveled  far.  He  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  to  be- 
come a fine  American  citizen.  He  crossed 
the  United  States  to  the  Pacific  to  become 
a great  distributor  and  a producer  who 
helped  set  the  motion  picture  stars  in  their 
courses. 

“Now  ‘Uncle  Carl’  has  started  on  a 
longer  journey  to  a land  no  man  knows, 
but  we  do  know  that  he  will  find  friends 
there.  ■ In  his  long  journey  from  life  imtil 
death,  he  never  traveled  anywhere  with- 
out making  or  finding  a friend. 

“The  services  of  Carl  Laemmle  to  the 
industry  were  distinguished.  He  had  cour- 
age and  vision  and  he  kept  his  honor 
bright.  He  fought  for  what  he  believed 
to  be  right  and  kept  his  plighted  word. 
He  gave  more  than  he  asked.  His  friend- 
ship braved  the  storm. 

“Carl  Laemmle  had  and  deserved  the 
deep  personal  affection  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  a little  man  who  was  big 
enough  to  fill  our  hearts.  His  death 
is  a public  and  a personal  loss.” — Will  H. 
Hays. 

“The  industry  has  just  lost,  by  the  death 
of  Carl  Laemmle,  one  of  its  finest  figures 
and  pioneers.  Although  Mr.  Laemmle  was 
no  longer  an  official  member  of  our  fam- 
ily, Universal  executives  and  employes  ev- 
erywhere keenly  feel  this  loss  in  a sincere- 
ly personal  way.  To  indicate  our  feel- 
ings and  to  respect  and  honor  the  mem- 
ory of  Universal’s  founder.  Universal  em- 
ployes everywhere  will  observe  a five-min- 
ute period  of  silence  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 26,  at  12:30  p.  m. — the  starting  hour 
for  Mr.  Laemmle’s  services  in  Los  An- 
geles. Our  tribute  to  Mr.  Laemmle  will 
take  place  at  the  studio,  in  the  New  York 
offices  and  in  Universal  exchanges  and 
offices  at  home  and  abroad.” — J.  Cheever 
Cowdin,  chairman  of  the  Universal  board 
jointly  with  Nate  J.  Blumherg,  president. 

“The  passing  of  Carl  Laemmle  was  a 
shock  and  a great  loss  to  the  industry.  He 
was  more  than  a pioneer — he  was  a build- 
er. A kind,  gentle  man,  he  fought  for  the 
industry  at  a time  when  it  was  weak  and 
shackled  and,  due  to  this  courage  and  in- 
dependence, the  fight  of  nationwide  im- 
portance in  its  time,  was  won.” — Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the  board,  20th 
Century-Fox. 

“The  death  of  Carl  Laemmle  marks  the 
passing  of  one  of  the  true  pioneers  of 
motion  pictures — the  men  of  vision,  dar- 


ing and  enterprise  who  founded  the  In- 
dustry and  guided  it  through  the  ti'oubled 
early  years  of  its  existence.  The  entire 
industry  mourns  his  passing  and  honors 
his  memory.” — Barney  Baldban,  president. 
Paramount. 

“The  passing  of  Carl  Laemmle  sr.  was  a 
deep  shock  to  all  of  those  who  knew  and 
appreciated  his  contributions  to  the  in- 
dustry.”— Sidney  R.  Kent,  president,  20th 
Century-Fox. 

“Carl  Laemmle  helped  mold  the  first 
half  century  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry. Almost  from  its  beginning  he  was 
a vital  force  in  it  and  his  contributions 
to  its  progress  were  many.” — George  J. 
Schaefer,  president  of  RKO. 

“The  passing  of  Carl  Laemmle  is  indeed 
a sad  blow  to  the  industry  in  which  he 
was  a pioneer.  We  shall  miss  him  greatly.” 
— Harry  M.  Warner,  president  Warner 
Bros. 

“To  his  family  and  to  the  industry, 
Carl  Laemmle  made  his  life’s  work.  I 
offer  deep  and  sincere  condolences.  He 
was  a pioneer,  with  a brave,  adventurous 
spirit.  I think  this  industry  is  much 
greater  and  owes  much  to  the  life  and 
the  work  of  Carl  Laemmle.” — Murray 
Silverstone,  in  charge  of  world-wide  op- 
erations, United  Artists. 

“Carl  Laemmle  made  a great  contribu- 
tion to  the  industry  and  he  also  made 
friends  of  all  who  knew  him.  I was  proud 
to  be  among  them.” — Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
president,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and  M-G-M. 

“In  the  passing  of  Uncle  Carl  the  in- 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


"Uncle  Carl"  Was  72; 
Had  Long  Been  111 

Hollywood — Familiarly  known  as  “Un- 
cle Carl”  and  a pioneer  in  the  industry, 
Carl  Laemmle  sr.  is  dead  at  72,  the  victim 
of  a heart  attack  after  a long  illness.  When 
the  final  curtain  closed  down,  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Stanley  Bergerman,  and  two  phy- 
sicians were  at  his  bedside.  Surviving,  in 
addition  to  Mrs.  Bergerman,  are  his  son, 
Carl  Laemmle  jr.;  two  brothers,  Siegfried 
and  Louis,  and  two  grand  children,  Stan- 
ley and  Carol  Bergerman,  seven  and  nine, 
respectively. 

Born  in  Laupheim,  Wurttemberg,  Ger- 
many, on  January  17,  1867,  Laemmle  ar- 
rived in  New  York  at  the  age  of  17  with 
a capital  of  $50.  His  first  job  was  as 
errand  boy  in  a drug  store.  He  mani- 
fested a desire  to  go  west  and  shortly 
thereafter  landed  in  Chicago  where  he 
got  a job  as  a department  store  clerk. 
He  then  traveled  to  South  Dakota  where 
he  was  employed  as  a farmhand  for  $4 
a month  and  keep.  Successive  jobs  found 
him  a bookkeeper  in  a jewelry  store  and 
a clerk  in  the  Chicago  stockyards.  He 
became  an  American  citizen  in  1889.  Later 
he  became  manager  of  the  Continental 
Clothing  Co.  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and,  having 
saved  enough  money  brought  his  bride, 
Recha  Stern,  over  from  Flieden,  Ger- 
many. 

Inspired  by  the  success  of  Woolworth’s 
five-and-ten  cent  stores,  Laemmle  re- 
turned to  Chicago  and  invested  his  sav- 
ings of  $3,600  in  a similar  venture. 

In  1906,  he  opened  one  of  the  first  pic- 
ture houses  in  Chicago,  renting  a store 
for  his  makeshift  theatre  and  then  hired 
120  seats  from  an  undertaker.  He  painted 
it  white  and  called  it  the  Whitefront.  By 
1909,  he  had  acquired  other  similar  the- 
atres and  a film  exchange  of  his  own  and 
was  fighting  for  his  business  life. 

In  that  year  he  established  the  IMP 
company  and  produced  his  first  picture 
in  a little  studio  on  11th  Avenue  in  New 
York.  “Hiawatha”  was  the  name  of  his 
first  film,  1,988  feet  in  length.  Original 
IMP  members  were  Mary  and  Lottie  Pick- 
ford,  Thomas  Ince,  King  Bagot,  Owen 
Moore,  Jack  Pickford,  George  Loane  Tuck- 
er, Robert  Daly,  and  others.  Florence 
Lawrence  was  his  first  star  and  when  he 
employed  her  in  1909,  she  was  paid  the 
unheard-of  salary  of  $1,000  a week. 

Subsequently,  Laemmle  waged  a bitter 
war  for  survival  against  the  old  General 
Film  Co.  The  Patents  company  later  ab- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


All  of  This  and  More 

COURAGE  and  vision  ...  of  warm,  human  friendship  ...  a lovable 
character  ...  a true  pioneer  . . . one  of  the  most  beloved  men  ...  an 
adventurous  spirit  . . . helped  mould  the  industry  . . . one  of  its  finest  fig- 
ures ...  a humanitarian. 

A great  deal,  indeed,  to  remark  of  one  man,  but  the  industry's  leaders 
say  this  and  more  of  the  late  Carl  Laemmle  sr.  They  have  done  it  fully  and 
well.  BOXOFFICE  merely  echoes  their  appreciative  sentiments. 

K. 
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Hail  Late  Leader's 
Pioneer  Endeavors 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
dustry  has  lost  its  most  loved  gentleman. 
He  was  a great,  inspiring  personality,  a 
true  pioneer  of  motion  pictures.  His  bril- 
liant career,  founding  one  of  the  greatest 
production  and  distribution  organizations, 
will  forever  remain  a memorable  chapter 
in  the  annals  of  our  industry.  His  family 
has  my  deep  heart-felt  sympathy.” — 
Harry  Cohn,  president  of  Columbia. 

“Carl  Laemmle  was  a credit  to  the  in- 
dustry and  his  passing  is  a great  loss,  as 
he  had  great  vision  for  the  future  and  a 
desire  to  help  his  fellowman.  I appreciate 
my  association  of  six  years  with  him.” — 
James  R.  Grainger,  president.  Republic. 

“It  has  been  my  privilege  to  know  Carl 
Laemmle  and  it  is  with  deep  sorrow  that 
I join  the  industry  in  mourning  the  loss 
of  one  of  its  foremost  pioneers  and  be- 
loved personalities.  He  contributed  more 
than  his  share  toward  the  great  strides 
this  industry  has  made  since  its  early 
inception.” — Major  Albert  Warner,  vice- 
president,  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc. 

“Carl  Laemmle  was  one  of  the  most  be- 
loved men  this  industry,  or  any  other  in- 
dustry, has  ever  known.  From  coast  to 
coast,  to  thousands  of  exhibitors — and,  in 
fact,  all  over  the  world — the  name  of  Carl 
Laemmle  was  a symbol  of  friendship  and 
fair  dealing.  He  was  my  personal  friend 
and  I worked  with  him  for  many  years. 
His  passing  leaves  this  industry  minus  one 
of  its  truly  great  leaders.” — L.  J.  Schlaifer, 
vice-president  and  western  sales  manager. 
United  Artists. 

“Having  started  my  motion  picture  ca- 
reer 30  years  ago  in  close  association  with 
Carl  Laemmle  sr.,  I feel  qualified  to  say 
that  he  was  directly  responsible  for  the 
remarkable  development  of  our  industry. 
He  had  great  foresight  and  unlimited 
courage.  I feel  a great  personal  loss  in 
the  passing  of  Carl  Laemmle  and  was 
shocked  beyond  words  when  I heard  of 
it.” — Jack  Cohn,  vice-president,  Columbia. 

“His  constant  contact  with  the  details 
of  not  only  production  but  distribution  is 
probably  one  of  the  reasons  for  his  long 
success  in  the  picture  business.  He  was 
one  of  the  great  believers  in  advertising 
and  publicity,  many  times  spending  as 
much  on  an  advertising  campaign  as  pic- 
tures of  similar  type  grossed.  He  had  un- 
canny judgment  in  selecting  at  least  one 
or  two  outstanding  stories  or  plays  each 
year  and,  when  he  resigned  from  the  in- 
dustry, it  was  a distinct  loss  to  the  pic- 
ture business.” — Phil  Reisman,  in  charge 
of  RKO  foreign  affairs. 

“He  had  the  vision  of  a pioneer  and 
courage  of  a builder.” — Jules  Levy,  general 
sales  manager  of  RKO. 

“It  was  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the 
industry  learned  of  the  death  of  Carl 
Laemmle  sr.,  whose  warm,  human  friend- 
ship was  enjoyed  by  so  many.” — Herman 
Wobber,  general  manager  of  distribution, 
20th  Century-Fox. 

“I  was  profoundly  shocked  to  learn  of 


Carl  Laemmle’s  death.  A pioneer,  a hu- 
manitarian and  a grand  old  man  of  the 
motion  picture  industry,  he  always  will  be 
remembered  as  such.” — Gradwell  L.  Sears, 
president,  Vitagraph,  Inc. 

“I  was  terribly  grieved  and  shocked  to 
learn  of  the  death  of  Carl  Laemmle.  It 
seems  that  when  we  refer  in  discussion  or 
thought  to  this  industry  it  is  always  with 
the  opinion  that  Mr.  Laemmle  played  one 
of  the  most  important  parts  in  the  de- 
velopment of  its  pioneers.  We  certainly 
are  all  grieved  at  his  passing.” — A.  Mon- 
tague, general  sales  manager,  Columbia. 

“The  little  general  has  passed  on.  He 
lived  a full  life  of  marked  activity.  The 
independents  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry have  lost  a great  champion.  We 
who  knew  him  mourn  his  loss  most  sin- 
cerely.”— Edward  A.  Golden,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Monogram  who  was  associated 
with  Laemmle  for  15  years  as  his  New 
England  franchise  holder. 

“Carl  Laemmle’s  name  will  always  live 
in  the  history  of  the  business  as  one  of 
that  band  of  daring,  courageous  men,  who 
built  the  imperishable  foundations  of  this 
industry  out  of  their  vision  and  imagina- 
tion. The  work  he  did  will  live  as  long 
as  there  is  a camera  and  a screen.” — Jos- 
eph Bernhard,  general  manager  of  War- 
ner Theatres. 

Death  Follows  Long 
Period  of  Illness 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
sorbed  General  Film,  allegedly  forced  ex- 
hibitors to  use  its  film,  operating  machines 
and  other  materials  exclusively  and  taxed 
them  heavily  for  the  privilege.  Boldly 
Laemmle  declared  himself  an  independ- 
ent and  rallied  his  fellow  exhibitors  to  the 
cause.  Once  he  was  obliged  to  take  his 
entire  company  to  Cuba  and,  only  after 
a number  of  injunctions  had  been  dis- 
missed, did  he  return  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  estimated  he  spent  over  $200,000 
fighting  the  Latham  Loop  case  before 
winning  out.  The  Binderup  case  was  an- 
other he  won  after  five  years  of  litiga- 
tion. After  this  there  were  no  obstacles 
in  his  path.  He  merged  the  eight  lead- 
ing independent  companies  into  Universal 
and  in  1914  established  a studio  on  the 
coast  in  a brewery. 

Laemmle  produced  his  first  five-reel 
picture  in  1912.  It  was  “Ti'affic  in  Souls,” 
cost  $5,000  and  grossed  approximately 
$500,000.  This  proved  a stepping  stone 
for  Universal  which  then  went  in  for 
production  on  a “large”  scale,  starting 
with  “Foolish  Husbands,”  which  Eric  von 
Stroheim  made  at  a cost  of  $63,000.  Other 
big  films  were  “The  Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame,”  costing  more  than  $1,000,000,  and 
“Phantom  of  the  Opera,”  which  was  also 
scaled  in  that  bracket. 

He  was  also  father  of  the  star  system 
which  was  introduced  with  “Foolish 
Wives.”  In  1929,  Carl  Laemmle  jr.  was 
named  head  of  the  company. 

Consummating  30  years  in  exhibition 
and  production,  Laemmle  retired  on 


Film  Capital  Homage 
To  "Uncle  Carl" 

Hollywood — The  film  capital  paid  its 
last  homage  to  Carl  Laemmle  sr.,  72-year- 
old  motion  picture  pioneer,  when  funeral 
services  were  held  Tuesday  at  12:30  p.  m. 
at  B’nai  B’rith  Temple  with  Rabbi  Edgar 
F.  Magnin  officiating.  The  body  of  the 
film  veteran,  who  died  of  a heart  attack 
Sunday,  lay  in  state  for  two  hours  preced- 
ing the  rites.  Interment  followed  at  the 
Home  of  Peace  masoleum. 

For  five  minutes,  while  services  were 
under  way,  the  studios  observed  a period 
of  silence  and  in  Laemmle’s  respect  flags 
waved  at  half-mast  at  Universal,  the  stu- 
dio which  he  founded.  Active  pallbearers 
included  Jack  Ross,  Laemmle’s  personal 
secretary:  Fred  S.  Meyer,  Ben  Strauss, 
May  Co.  executive;  David  Tannenbaum, 
the  producer’s  personal  attorney;  Sam  Von 
Ronkle;  Herman  Einstein;  Dr.  Leland 
Hawkins,  his  physician,  and  Sam  Behrendt. 

A final  radio  tribute  was  paid  in  a 
broadcast  over  Station  KFWB,  in  which 
D.  W.  Griffith,  Sid  Grauman,  John  M. 
Stahl,  Robert  Z.  Leonard,  Henry  MacRae, 
Herbert  Rawlinson,  Rabbi  Maxwell  Dubin 
and  many  others  participated. 

Expressions  of  sorrow  at  his  passing  and 
tributes  to  his  memory  came  from  scores 
of  film  executives  and  other  industry  per- 
sonalities. As  spokesman  for  the  produc- 
ers’ Ass’n,  of  which  he  is  president,  Joseph 
M.  Schenck  sent  the  following  message 
from  Mexico  City,  where  he  is  conducting 
a survey  of  the  Latin -American  film  mar- 
ket: 

“The  passing  of  Carl  Laenunle  was  a 
shock  and  a great  loss  to  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry. 

“Carl  Laemmle  was  more  than  a pioneer, 
he  was  a builder.  A kind,  gentle  man,  he 
fought  for  the  industry  at  a time  when 
it  was  weak  and  shackled,  and,  due  to  his 
courage  and  indei>endence,  the  fight  that 
was  of  nationwide  importance  in  its  time 
was  won. 

“Laemmle  was  a friendly  man,  and  it  is 
in  that  character  even  more  than  in  his 
leadership  that  Hollywood  will  remember 
him,  for  he  never  turned  a deaf  ear  to 
misfortune  and  his  benign  generosities  will 
never  be  forgotten  in  this  generation  be- 
cause they  were  so  wide-spread. 

“The  whole  world  motion  picture  indus- 
try must  mourn  the  loss  of  Carl  Laemmle, 
but  in  Hollywood  where  he  lived  and 
worked,  his  memory  will  be  enshrined.” 


March  4,  1936,  following  the  sale  of  the 
company  for  the  reported  sum  of  $5,- 
500,000.  Since  then,  his  son  has  been 
with  M-G-M  but  never  produced  a pic- 
ture. He  owned  the  rights  to  “The  Amaz- 
ing Dr.  Clitterhouse”  and  sold  them  to 
Warner  which  produced  the  picture  with 
Edward  G.  Robinson.  Laemmle  jr.  had 
been  dickering  for  a UA  release  for  his 
independent  production  venture,  but  this 
did  not  materialize. 

Out  of  respect  to  the  founder  of  the 
company.  Universal  employes  everywhere 
on  Tuesday  observed  a five-minute  silence 
at  12:30  p.  m. 
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UatomQiQt 


A Computation  of  What  the  Pictures  Did  in  Their  First  Runs  in  Principal  Centers  as  Compiled  From  the  Weekly  Reports  in  BOXOFFICE. 
Number  of  Runs  Follows  Initials  of  Distributors.  Pictures  With  Less  Than  5 Runs  Not  Listed.  Average  Theatre  Gross  Figured  at  lOOyo- 


PERCENTAGES  75 


90  100  110  125  140 


PERCENTAGES  75 


90  100  110  125  140 


Adventures  of  Sherlock 

Holmes  (20th-Fox)  5 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces 

(FN)  11 

Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  5 

Beau  Geste  (Para)  13 

Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col) 5 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation  (Col)..  8 

Chicken  Wagon  Family 
(20th-Fox)  6 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  8 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN) 6 

Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN) 12 

Five  Came  Back  (RKO) 5 

Four  Feathers  (UA) 17 

Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 7 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  8 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 5 

Hell's  Kitchen  (WB)  7 

Hobby  Family  (FN)  5 

Hotel  for  Women  (20th-Fox) 20 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ) 12 


Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) 11 

Man  They  Could  Not  Hang 

(Col)  5 

Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 6 

Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M) 10 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 
(20th-Fox)  5 

News  Is  Made  at  Night 

(20th-Fox) 6 

Night  Work  (Para)  G 

Old  Maid  (FN) 13 

Our  Leading  Citizen  (Para) 17 

Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox) 5 

6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M) 8 

Spellbinder  (RKO)  5 

Stanley  and  Livingstone 

(20th-Fox)  21 

Star  Maker  (Para) 19 


These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M)  .10 
They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M)....  5 


Unexpected  Father  (Univ) 6 

Way  Down  South  (RKO) G 


^o 


In  Name  Only  (RKO) 17 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 8 

Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M). ...21 
Magnificent  Fraud  (Para) 8 


When  Tomorrow 

Comes  (Univ)  19 

Winter  Carnival  (UA)  G 

Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M) 22 

Women.  The  (M-G-M) 10 


CITIES  FROM  WHICH  AVERAGES 
cent)  achieved  by  individual  cities 

WERE  COMPUTED:  With 
as  compiled  from  the  first 

comparative  figures  indicating  the 
run  records  of  each. 

percentage 

of  average  bu 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Boston 

95 

Denver 

120 

Minneapolis 

105 

Philadelphia 

Charlotte 

100 

Detroit 

100 

New  Haven 

105 

Pittsburgh 

Chicago 

95 

Indianapolis 

100 

New  Orleans 

100 

Cincinnati 

120 

Kansas  City 

105 

New  York 

115 

Portland 

Cleveland 

125 

Los  Angeles  

..105 

Oklahoma  City 

. 105 

Salt  Lake  City 

Dallas 

100 

Milwaukee 

110 

Omaha 

125 

Seattle  

Ui 


o 
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Pet. 

105 

105 

120 

115 

95 
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Busy  Week  for  Major  Lawyers; 
Some  to  Field,  Field  to  Some 


Natal  Day  Dilemma 
At  Tavern 

New  York — Lots  of  things  happen  at 
Bob  Goldstein's  Tavern.  So  did  this: 

Luncheon.  A table.  Three  men:  Ben 
Cammack,  Leon  Bamberger  and  H.  M. 
Richey.  The  repast.  The  fingerbowls. 
Cammack  and  Bamberger  quip  in 
passing:  "It's  H.  M.'s  birthday.  Didn't 
you  hear  the  speeches?  We're  giving 
him  a party." 

H.  M.:  "Yep,  and  I'm  still  under  52." 

The  trio  makes  for  the  door. 

H.  M.:  "Who's  got  the  check?" 

New  Business  Census 
Covers  Tax  Figures 

Washington — The  next  census  of  thea- 
tres, to  be  taken  next  year,  will  develop 
for  the  first  time  the  amount  of  taxes 
collected  by  exhibitors  and  passed  on  to 
taxing  agencies — local,  state  and  federal. 

This  will  be  one  of  a number  of  ques- 
tions which  have  been  included  in  the 
schedule  for  the  amusement  industries,  to 
be  used  by  canvassers  who  will  go  into  the 
field  January  2 with  instructions  to  visit 
every  theatre  and  other  places  of  amuse- 
ment in  the  United  States. 

As  in  the  canvasses  made  for  1929,  1933 
and  1935,  the  census  bureau  will  collect 
information  regarding  the  ownership  of 
theatres,  employment  and  payrolls,  as  well 
as  total  admission  receipts. 

Fifty  thousand  places  of  amusement  are 
to  be  visited  by  bureau  representatives  to 
collect  the  information  which  will  be 
analyzed  in  Washington.  It  is  estimated 
that  four  to  five  months  will  be  required 
for  the  field  work,  and  bureau  officials 
are  hopeful  that  by  the  end  of  1940  they 
will  be  able  to  publish  some  of  the  basic 
material,  such  as  the  number  of  theatres 
in  each  state  and  some  of  the  large  cities, 
but  the  final  reports  will  not  be  completed 
until  well  into  1941. 

The  census  of  amusements  is  only  one 
phase  of  a census  of  business  which  the 
bureau  is  to  take  and  which  will  cover 
every  business  establishment,  wholesale 
and  retail,  in  the  nation.  The  survey  was 
authorized  by  Congress — in  other  words, 
exhibitors  and  other  business  men  are  re- 
quired by  law  to  answer  the  questions  put 
to  them  by  agents. 

Separate  information  is  to  be  collected 
for  every  theatre,  regardless  of  whether 
it  is  a chain  or  independent  house. 

In  order  that  exhibitors  may  know  in 
advance  what  information  will  be  required 
of  them,  the  Census  Bureau  has  disclosed 
the  questions  which  will  be  asked,  includ- 
ing the  following: 

Name  of  establishment;  name  of  owner; 
race  (white,  negro,  other) , in  the  case  of 
individuals;  street  and  city  location;  home 
office  or  business  address  of  owner;  legal 
form  of  organization  (individual,  partner- 
ship, corporation  or  other) ; year  of  origi- 
nal establishment  of  theatre;  date  of  ac- 
quisition or  establishment  under  present 
(Continued  on  page  30) 


Gov't  Sees  Increase 
Avoiding  New  Taxes 

Washington — Believing  that  war  con- 
ditions in  Europe  will  bring  about  such  an 
increase  in  our  economic  prosperity  as  to 
render  tax  relief  unnecessary,  the  House 
ways  and  means  committee  has  decided  to 
postpone  its  scheduled  investigation  of  the 
tax  situation,  on  the  basis  of  which  it  was 
to  write  new  revenue  taxation  for  enact- 
ment by  Congress  next  winter. 

While  Administration  officials  do  not 
foresee  an  immediate  flood  of  prosperity, 
they  believe  that  the  European  situation 
will  so  improve  conditions  in  this  coun- 
try that  the  present  rates  of  tax  will  not 
be  burdensome,  while  their  retention  in  a 
time  of  rising  prosperity  will  so  increase 
revenues  as  to  make  possible  a new  effort 
to  balance  the  budget. 

Members  of  the  committee  held  several 
meetings  at  which  consideration  was  given 
to  the  desirability  of  dropping  the  plan 
for  revision  of  the  taxes  and  finally  de- 
cided to  defer  the  matter  indefinitely.  In 
all  probability,  accordingly,  no  considera- 
tion will  be  given  taxes  at  the  coming 
regular  session,  eliminating  what  promised 
to  be  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  an 
Administration  could  face  in  a campaign 
year. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  said,  back  of  the 
decision  to  leave  tax  rates  alone  is  the 
fear  that  with  continuance  of  war  in  Eu- 
rope, defense  and  other  expenditures  of 
the  government  will  increase  materially, 
making  it  necessary  to  collect  all  the  tax 
money  possible  to  avoid  further  increases 
in  the  deficit. 

Proxies  Available  Secure 
Mono.  Board  Election 

New  York — Sufficient  proxies  are  on 
hand  at  Monogram  to  carry  the  election 
Tliursday  of  the  board  of  directors  which 
includes  two  new  candidates,  Steve 
Broidy,  New  England  franchise  holder, 
who  replaced  Leon  Fromkess,  treas- 
urer, resigned;  and  William  B.  Jaffe,  re- 
placing Sol  A.  Rosenblatt.  Election  of  of- 
ficers will  be  held  the  same  afternoon. 

W.  Ray  Johnston  returned  from  the 
coast  the  latter  part  of  the  week  with 
George  West,  franchise  holder  and  east- 
ern representative  for  Screeno. 

UA's  Appeal  of  Verdict 
Given  Harts  Pondered 

New  York — The  appellate  division  of 
the  supreme  court  has  reserved  decision 
on  the  application  of  UA  to  set  aside  a 
verdict  of  $190,000,  plus  $60,000  in  inter- 
est, awarded  William  S.  and  Mary  Hart 
for  the  block-booking  of  their  picture, 
“Tumbleweeds”  with  “Wild  Justice.” 

The  award  was  made  early  this  year. 


New  York — It’s  been  a busy  week  for 
distributor  counsel  these  past  seven  days 
and  indications  are  there  will  be  no  let-up 
because  of  the  numerous  individual  and 
“Big  Stick”  suits  for  which  preparations 
have  to  be  made. 

Although  some  companies  preferred 
calling  in  branch  and  district  managers 
to  answer  questions  in  connection  with 
the  Schine  suit,  a number  of  attorneys 
visited  the  field  and  interrogated  vari- 
ous distributor  executives,  salesmen  and 
bookers. 

For  instance,  William  Newcomb  of 
Dwight,  Harris,  Koegel  & Caskey,  attor- 
neys for  20th-Fox,  was  in  Buffalo  several 
days.  Ditto  for  John  Howley  of  Donovan, 
Leisure,  Lumbard  & Newton,  RKO  coun- 
sel. William  Zimmerman  of  RKO  was  in 
Cleveland,  while  John  Lord  O’Brian,  who 
has  been  retained  by  five  of  the  majors, 
has  been  in  New  York  for  the  past  two 
weeks.  O’Brian  also  has  been  retained  by 
Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  on  another 
important  case. 

Bertram  F.  Shipman  of  the  RKO  legal 
staff  is  on  the  coast  in  connection  with 
the  consent  decree  proceedings  against 
FWC.  Also  there  are  Richard  E.  Dwight, 
Fred  Pride  and  Col.  Johnson  of  Dwight, 
Harris,  Koegel  & Caskey.  Preliminary 
hearing  on  this  case  is  set  for  October  16. 

The  Schine  hearing  upstate  is  slated 
for  Monday  with  F.  H.  Wood  and  Willard 
S.  McKay  representing  the  circuit.  Irv- 
ing Moross  will  act  for  Columbia,  Ed 
Raftery  for  UA  and  O’Brian  for  the  oth- 
ers. Other  home  office  counsel  is  ex- 
pected to  be  on  hand  since  this  is  the 
first  action  to  come  up  so  close  to  major 
company  headquarters. 

On  Saturday,  major  distributor  coun- 
sel will  file  objections  to  the  “Big  Stick’s” 
A to  Z quiz  with  a date  to  be  set  later 
for  arguments  on  the  film  companies’  re- 
quest to  limit  interrogatories  to  neces- 
sary questions. 

Next  RKO  Hearing  Is  Set 
Oct.  11  Before  Bondy 

New  York — Federal  Judge  Alfred  C. 
Coxe  has  set  October  11  as  the  date  for 
the  next  RKO  hearing  before  Judge  Wil- 
liam Bondy. 

At  that  time,  it  is  revealed  by  an 
Atlas  spokesman,  a new  underwriting 
agreement  for  RKO  common  will  proba- 
bly be  presented  to  the  court  for  approval 
or  for  reference  to  a master. 

Atlas  plans  to  re-submit  the  agree- 
ment, but,  due  to  the  continued  unset- 
tled condition  of  the  stock  market,  is  still 
unable  to  decide  what  a fair  underwrit- 
ing price  should  be,  the  spokesman  states. 


306  Supports  Kaplan 

New  York — A certain  faction  among 
the  membership  of  Local  306  is  under- 
stood to  be  sponsoring  the  nomination 
of  Sam  Kaplan  for  president  of  the  union. 
Kaplan  is  a former  head  of  the  union. 
Elections  take  place  December  6. 
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Knox  Orders  Probe 
Of  Fox  Trustee 

New  York — Federal  Judge  John  C. 
Knox  has  ordered  an  investigation  into 
the  conduct  of  Milton  C.  Weisman,  for- 
mer receiver  and  now  co-trustee  of  Fox 
Theatres  Corp.,  while  in  office.  The  judge 
has  been  deliberating  the  case  for  four 
months,  or  since  objections  to  Weisman’s 
final  report  were  filed  by  the  stockhold- 
ers’ protective  committee,  and  the  Trust 
Company  of  Georgia,  representing  cred- 
itors. 

When  the  estate  was  closed  out,  liabili- 
ties of  over  $35,000,000  were  on  its  books. 

In  his  opinion  the  judge  declared,  “On 
May  23  I filed  a memorandum  to  the 
effect  that  the  receiver’s  report,  account- 
ing and  objections  filed  thereon,  would  be 
referred  to  a special  master  for  hearing 
and  testimony. 

"It  developed  that  the  objectants  were 
without  funds  to  finance  the  hearings, 
and  that  if  they  were  held  the  estate 
would  be  required  to  bear  the  expenses. 
Having  learned  that  U.  S.  Attorney  Cahill 
was  making  some  investigations  into  the 
affairs  of  Fox  Theatres  Corp.,  I consult- 
ed with  him  as  to  whether  the  results  of 
his  examination  could  be  disclosed  before 
a special  master,  and  thus  avoid  a dupli- 
cation of  expense  and  effort  in  ascertain- 
ing the  true  state  of  facts. 

“Mr.  Cahill  thought  this  course  of  pro- 
cedure to  be  feasible,  and  expressed  his 
willingness  to  follow  it.  When,  there- 
fore, he  is  prepared  to  proceed,  I shall 
appoint  Nathan  A.  Smyth  as  special  mas- 
ter, to  take  the  proof,  which  Mr.  Cahill 
may  wish  to  offer.  At  its  conclusion  I 
shall  hear  the  parties  as  to  whether  the 
hearing  should  continue  or  be  ended.” 


Lee  Newbury  Names  Five 
Committees  for  Year 

New  York — Lee  Newbury,  president  of 
Allied  of  New  Jersey,  has  appointed  five 
committees  to  work  with  him  for  the-  en- 
suing year.  The  committees  and  personnel 
are: 

Finance:  Dave  Snaper,  S.  Frank  and 
Lou  Gold. 

Public  Relations:  George  Gold,  Irving 
Dollinger  and  Ralph  Wilkins. 

Business  Relations:  Jacob  Unger,  chair- 
man: F.  Henry,  P.  Berger,  N.  Spewak  and 
P.  Hessel. 

Membership:  Maury  Miller,  chairman; 
F.  Ellis,  M.  Marks,  C.  Nagy  and  M.  Block. 

Entertainment:  Harry  Kridel,  chair- 
man; H.  Waxman,  C.  Mazur,  D.  Mate  and 
B.  Bergton. 

A meeting  of  the  entire  membership 
has  been  called  for  Monday  at  organiza- 
tion headquarters  in  the  Sardi  Bldg.  'The 
following  meeting,  two  weeks  later,  is 
slated  in  a New  Jersey  city  to  be  set  at 
the  Monday  session. 


Bow  With  "Sweethearts" 

New'  York — Loew’s  will  open  its  1,500- 
seat  Metro  Theatre  in  Adelaide,  Australia, 
Friday  with  “Sweethearts”  as  the  attrac- 
tion. 


Foreign  Situation  Topic 
At  Meeting  of  MPPDA 


New  York — After  a preliminary  discus- 
sion of  the  foreign  situation,  members  of 
the  MPPDA  adjourned  a special  meeting 
until  next  Wednesday  when  discussions 
will  be  resumed. 

Contrary  to  reports,  UA  appears  to  con- 
tinue a member  of  the  organization. 
Harry  D.  Buckley,  vice-president  of  the 
distributing  company,  attended  the  ses- 
sion in  lieu  of  Murray  Silverstone.  Others 
in  attendance  included  Will  H.  Hays,  head 
of  the  MPPDA;  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
president  of  Loew’s ; Nate  J.  Blumberg, 
Universal  chieftain:  Barney  Balaban, 
president  of  Paramoimt;  Jack  Cohn,  vice- 
president  of  Columbia;  E.  W.  Hammons, 
president  of  Grand  National;  W.  C. 
Michel,  vice-president  of  20th-Fox; 
George  J.  Schaefer,  head  of  RKO;  Jos- 
eph Hazen,  representing  Harry  M.  War- 
ner, and  F.  L.  Herron,  in  charge  of  for- 
eign activities  for  the  Hays  office. 


Strikes  Out  for  "Little 
Fellow"  at  Convention 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — The  democracy  of 
the  “little  fellow”  must  not  be  destroyed 
but  encouraged,  Edward  A.  Golden,  vice- 
president  of  Monogram,  told  members  of 
the  ITOA  of  West  Virginia  in  conven- 
tion at  the  Waldo  Hotel.  “You,  as  inde- 
pendent exhibitors,  and  we,  as  producers, 
who  represent  the  independent  interest, 
have  much  in  common,”  he  said,  “and  it 
is  time  for  us  to  take  stock  of  our  in- 
dividual positions.” 

In  conclusion,  the  Monogram  executive 
said.  “Our  relationship  with  each  exhibi- 
tor is  based  on  years  of  goodwill  and  an 
understanding  of  the  exhibitor’s  prob- 
lems. This  will  continue  to  be  our  policy.” 

Richard  D.  Marks  of  Clarksburg  was 
elected  as  ITO’s  second  president,  suc- 
ceeding R.  J.  “Riney”  Hiehle  of  Parkers- 
burg. George  Sallows  of  Morgantown  was 
elected  as  vice-president,  which  post  was 
held  this  year  by  Marks.  Garland  West 
of  Buckhannon  was  re-elected  treasurer, 
and  Danny  Davis,  Lumberport,  was  re- 
named secretary.  By-laws  of  the  ITO  pro- 
hibit the  president  serving  more  than  one 
term. 


Services  Are  Held  for 
Herbert  Cruikshank 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
Saturday  at  Campbell’s  for  Herbert  K. 
Cruikshank,  well  known  in  Hollywood  and 
New  York  as  a magazine  and  newspaper 
writer.  His  wide  experience  embraced  the 
editorship  of  Moving  Pieture  World  and 
Exhibitors  Trade  Review  as  well  as  the 
film  department  of  the  Morning  Telegraph. 
Cruikshank  was  48  and  had  been  ill  for 
the  past  year  with  a heart  ailment. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Regina 
Crewe,  former  film  critic  of  the  New  York 
Journal  and  American;  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Jessie  Cruikshank,  and  two  children,  Law- 
rence and  Beatrice, 


Jubilee  Plans  Made 
Over  the  Country 

New  York — Previously  arranged  activ- 
ities to  commemorate  the  industry’s  fif- 
tieth anniversary  the  week  of  October  6 
will  be  climaxed  with  luncheons,  dinners, 
meetings,  radio  broadcasts,  school  library 
and  club  functions,  according  to  reports 
reaching  the  executive  committee  from  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Pointing  significance  to  the  birth  of  the 
Kinetoscope  by  Thomas  A.  Edison  on  Oc- 
tober 6,  1889,  newsreels  over  the  weekend 
showed  the  visit  of  Will  H.  Hays  to  the 
Edison  Laboratories  in  West  Orange,  N.  J. 

An  elaborate  celebration  in  Cleveland 
centers  on  the  fact  films  were  originated 
by  Ohio  men,  the  theme  being  that  “the 
father  of  motion  pictures  was  Thomas  Alva 
Edison,  native  of  Milan,  Ohio — just  50  miles 
from  Cleveland.”  Prominent  in  the  cam- 
paign is  the  mention  of  Harry  M.  Warner 
of  Youngstown,  who  is  being  credited  as 
the  father  of  sound  pictures. 

Beginning  October  2,  the  main  New 
York  public  library  will  have  on  display 
a large  exhibit  from  the  collection  of  the 
theatre  division.  A special  poster  has  been 
prepared  by  Walt  Disney  for  Children’s 
Book  Week,  November  12-18,  which  shows 
Pinnochio  turning  the  world.  In  front  of 
the  globe  are  two  small  characters  from 
the  story  reading  classics  of  literature  on 
which  films  have  been  based,  which  in- 
clude a number  that  will  be  shown  this 
season. 

More  Industry  Leaders  in 
Tributes  to  Laemmle 

New  York — Additional  tributes  to  the 
memory  of  Carl  Laemmle  from  industry 
figures  are  reprinted  below.  Other  tributes 
and  details  on  the  veteran  producer’s  ca- 
reer appear  on  pages  24  and  25  of  this 
issue. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  has  lost 
not  only  a pioneer,  but  also  one  of  its 
kindliest  figures  in  the  passing  of  Carl 
Laemmle  sr.” — Spyros  Skouras,  president. 
National  Theatres. 

‘"The  business  is  better  for  Carl  having 
been  in  it.” — J.  Robert  Rubin,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  counsel,  M-G-M. 

“Carl  Laemmle  was  a lovable  character 
and  an  inspirational  pioneer  in  the  indus- 
try.”— David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 
treasurer,  Loew’s,  Inc. 

“I  regret  the  passing  of  a gentleman 
of  the  old  school.  I never  knew  him  very 
well  but  I have  had  many  dealings  with  his 
company.” — Laurence  Bolognino,  general 
manager  of  Consolidated  Amusements, 
New  York. 

“The  birth  of  the  industry  and  its  sub- 
sequent success  can  be  laid  squarely  at 
the  door  of  Carl  Laemmle — a man  who, 
for  30  years,  made  his  life’s  work  the 
building  of  the  great  amusement  industry. 
Everything  we  have  today,  we  owe  basical- 
ly to  ‘Uncle  Carl.’  Long  may  his  memory 
be  revered  in  this  industry.” — Harry  L. 
Gold,  vice-president  and  eastern  sales 
manager.  United  Artists. 
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QPENING  NIGHT— “See  My  Lawyer.” 

Program  putts;  The  Nicholas  M. 
Schencks,  way  down  front,  getting  quite 
a kick  out  of  Milton  Berle  & Co.,  starving 
attorneys,  getting  their  first  client  out  of 
thin  air,  at  a guaranteed  $35,000  a year. 
Nearby  is  Emil  K.  Ellis,  who  received  some 
$50,000  for  prosecuting  the  minority  stock- 
holders suit  against  Schenck  & Co.,  also 
getting  quite  a kick  out  of  the  proceedings. 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  white  tied  and  tailed, 
leading  a Warner  contingent  of  Mort 
Blumenstock,  Ann  Sheridan  and  publicity 
bodyguard,  Mitchell  Rawson.  The  Jack 
Cohns  were  there.  And  the  ever  present 
Jules  Brulatour  and  Hope  Hampton.  Joe 
Stein  of  the  Copyright  Protection  Bureau 
brought  William  Morris  along  to  get  an 
expert’s  opinion.  Hal  Horne  brought  a 
fresh  La  Corona  and  Kay  Kamen.  Inter- 
mission Inside:  “It  can’t  miss.  Every 
lawyer  in  New  York  will  get  a kick  out  of 
it  . . . There’s  too  much  going  on  at  one 
time.  I like  to  linger  with  my  laughs  . . . 
Milton  Berle  attracted  me  at  first,  but 
that  Teddy  Hart  runs  him  a close  second. 
He  should  make  an  interesting  new  per- 
sonality in  comedy  pictures  . . . There’s  a 
lot  of  clever  stuff  in  it.  Some  studio 
could  clean  up  some  of  the  rough  spots 
and  add  enough  to  make  it  first  rate 
comedy.” 

Tyree  Dillard  jr.,  M-G-M  attorney,  was 
confined  several  days  with  a bronchial 
condition  . . . Louis  Chatain,  director  of 
the  M-G-M  company  in  Frarice,  is  recover- 
ing from  a recent  illness  at  Arthur  Loew’s 
home  in  Long  Island  . . . Arthur  Silver- 
stone,  brother  of  Murray  and  Manny  and 
formerly  in  England  with  UA,  is  now 
identified  with  the  domestic  sales  staff. 
He  has  been  making  a tour  of  the  south. 
Arthur  has  been  with  the  company  15 
years  and  is  well  liked  . . . Bob  Gillham  is 
back  from  the  coast  knee  deep  in  layouts 
and  campaigns  for  Paramount’s  new  fall 
drive  . . . As  soon  as  William  Sussman, 
Harry  Buxbaum  and  Joe  Lee  eoncluded  a 
pep  sales  session  at  the  loeal  2Qth-Fox  ex- 
change, they  took  George  Walsh  and  Gene 
Levy  of  Netco  out  to  lunch  to  practice 
their  theories  expounded  earlier  in  the 
day. 

Danny  Fields  is  in  from  the  coast  and 
his  Redlands  orange  ranch  . . . John  Le- 
roy Johnston,  press  agent  for  Walter  Wan- 
ger,  arrives  from  Hollywood  'Tuesday  . . . 
Jake  Milstein,  eastern  representative  for 
Edward  Small,  is  on  the  coast.  It’s  a con- 
ference on  plans  for  “My  Son,  My  Son!” 
. . . Whatever  happened  to  Joe  Mosko- 
witz’s  western  jaunt?  . . . Dave  Bader  is 
trying  to  stay  a month,  but  probably  will 
return  west  in  about  a week  . . . Ernst 
Lubitsch,  having  finished  direction  of 
“Ninotchka,”  is  here  from  the  coast  to 
meet  his  wife  who  arrived  from  Europe 
Friday  on  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam  . . . Tony 
Martin  has  left  New  York  for  Hollywood 
to  assume  the  masculine  lead  in  “Pass- 
port to  Happiness”  for  Columbia  . . . 
Christian  Van  der  Ree,  Columbia’s  dis- 
tributor in  Venezuela,  is  here.  Meetings 
with  Joe  McConville  are  on  the  agenda. 

Betty  Marks  is  now  Mrs.  Herman  Starr. 
He’s  one  of  the  Skouras  Theatres’  dis- 


trict managers  . . . Jack  Davis,  who  runs 
so  many  of  those  newsreel  theatres  in 
London,  is  still  here  . . . Time  was  when 
Charlie  McCarthy  spent  his  fall  holiday 
cruising  the  deep.  Now  he  says  he  wouldn’t 
even  go  to  Boston  by  boat.  And  that 
poses  a vacation  problem  . . . The  Nate 
Blumbergs  are  now  comfortably  ensconced 
at  the  White  House,  only  this  one  is  on 
Central  Park  West  . . . Herman  Robbins 
appears  to  be  having  too  many  sand- 
wiches at  his  desk  these  days  . . . Monty 
Banks  returned  to  London  via  the  Clipper 
. . . Arthur  Mayer  is  trying  valiantly  to 
get  S071  Pete  back  from  London  and  the 
war  zone.  No  luck  yet. 

Birds  of  a Feather,  Etc.:  Monroe  Green- 
thal,  Morris  Helprin,  Manny  Silverstone, 
A1  Margolies  and  Harry  Kosiner  unite  to 
represent  UA  for  a Lindy’s  lunch  . . . Abe 
Montague,  Rube  Jackter,  Louis  Astor, 
Louis  Weinberg,  Joe  McConville,  Len 
Picker,  Max  Weisfeldt  and  Nat  Cohn  in 
the  familiar  Columbia  corner  . . . Foreign 
trade  gets  a going  over  by  Max  and  Willie 
Goldberg,  Joe  Burstyn,  Arche  Mayer,  Irvin 
Shapiro,  George  Kraska,  operator  of  the 
Fine  Arts,  Boston,  and  Sidney  Franklin  of 
the  Little,  Newark  . . . Election  of  national 
officers  of  the  Warner  Club  saw  the  fol- 
lowing delegates  present;  Phil  Abrahams, 
Ray  Ayrey,  J.  H.  Barry,  W.  V.  Brooks,  W. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

"Oomph"  Hits  New  York — 

There’s  another  name  that  goes  with 
the  wink.  It’s  Ann  Sheridan  who  ar- 
rived in  New  York  on  a personal  ap- 
pearance tour  to  be  met  by  a crowd 
of  5,000  at  Grand  Central.  Railroad 
officials,  accustomed  to  estimating 
crowds,  venture  the  figure. 


A.  Cannon,  Jack  Diamond,  F.  L.  Gates, 
Bernie  Goodman,  L.  B.  Griffin,  Rudy 
Hagen,  F.  J.  Kiernan,  Walker  R.  Koppe, 
Mollie  Negri,  Len  Palumbo,  John  Perin, 
Etty  Phillips,  Elkan  Reiner,  Sol  Shernow, 
A1  Trojack,  Sam  Wolowitz  and  Jack  Wuhr- 
man  . . . Norma  Shearer  was  in  Doctors 
Hospital  for  a few  days,  where  she  re- 
cuperated from  the  extraction  of  a wis- 
dom tooth. 

Irony,  Circa,  1939:  Jean  Gabin,  star  of 
the  “Grand  Illusion,’’  characterized  by 
many  as  one  of  the  greatest  anti-war  films, 
has  been  called  to  the  tri-colors. 

Stork  Grapevine:  Word  filters  in  that 
it’s  a boy  in  the  home  of  J.  S.  Briggs,  .:\ltec 
engineer  in  Seattle,  Wash. 

Mrs.  Dietz  has  returned  to  her  desk  as 
secretary  to  Bernard  Sobel  at  M-G-M  pub- 
licity, following  a short  honeymoon.  In  this 
case,  it’s  Mrs.  Martm  Dietz,  formerly  Ruth 
Landersman.  Her  hubby  is  a pharmacist; 
not  to  be  confused  with  the  Doctor  of 
Publicity  . . . H.  M.  Bessey,  secretary- 
treasurer  of  Altec,  has  returned  from  a 
coast  trip  . . . H.  A.  Ross  is  back  from  the 
middle  west,  where  he  reports  a general 
feeling  of  optimism  . . . Elizabeth  Hoffman, 
booker’s  clerk,  and  Joseph  Lalima,  night 
film  inspector  at  M-G-M’s  New  York  ex- 
change, will  visit  the  San  Francisco  fair 
as  guests  of  the  company  in  October.  They 
and  eight  others  from  Charlotte,  Cincin- 
nati, New  Orleans  and  Washington  are 
winners  of  the  company’s  annual  efficiency 
competition  which  closed  August  31.  All 
winners  meet  in  Chicago,  October  13,  and 
travel  west  together  for  four  days  at  the 
fair  and  two  days  in  Hollywood. 

Benn  Jacobson,  M-G-M  talent  scout, 
visited  his  mother  in  Utica  for  the  Jewish 
holidays  . . . Carter  Barron,  Loew’s  Wash- 
ington district  manager,  tried  to  do  the 
Fair  in  one  day  on  his  trip  to  New  York 
last  week  and  after  13  hours  gave  it  up. 
He  says  he’ll  come  back  again  soon  and 
take  up  where  he  left  off  . . . Mrs.  John 
Balaban  and  daughter,  Ida  May,  were  the 
guests  of  the  Oscar  A.  Doobs  during  their 
recent  visit  to  town  from  Chicago  . . . 
Herb  Ochs,  Cleveland  Warner  branch 
manager,  has  been  here  on  a number  of 
circuit  deals  . . . Bruce  Cabot  is  expected 
from  England  next  week,  having  finished 
“Traitor  Spy”  there. 

Sidney  R.  Kent  is  due  to  return  in  a 
fortnight  from  his  vacation  in  the  Thous- 
and Islands  . . . Albert  Warner  tendered 
an  informal  party  to  the  film  committee  of 
the  Jewish  Federation  drive  the  other  day 
at  Old  Oaks  at  Purchase,  N.  Y.  Last  year, 
Dave  Bernstein  played  host  to  the  commit- 
tee at  the  Quaker  Ridge  Country  Club  vi 
Westchester  . . . J.  Robert  Rubin  denies 
those  reports  M-G-M  will  resume  produc- 
tion of  the  “Good  News’’  radio  show  for 
Maxwell  House  . . . With  Sam  Citron  com- 
pleting “Tevya”  with  Maurice  Schwartz, 
the  Biograph  studios  in  the  Bronx  closed 
down  Saturday  because  of  inactivity  of 
independent  producers  ...  Ed  Raftery  was 
home  two  days  with  a bad  cold  . . . Simone 
Simon  is  en  route  to  New  York  for  a 
(Continued  on  page  32 -B) 
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To  Propose  U.  S.  Ban 
On  War  Pictures 

Washington — Legislation  banning  the 
exhibition  of  any  war  pictures,  news  or 
features,  may  be  introduced  in  Congress 
as  a supplement  to  the  pending  neutrality 
legislation  by  Senator  Elmer  Thomas 
(Dem.)  of  Oklahoma,  the  Senator  dis- 
closed. 

However,  it  was  made  plain,  the  legisla- 
tion will  not  be  pressed,  if  it  is  pressed, 
until  after  the  neutrality  bill  has  been 
fully  developed  and  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  expressed. 

Further,  the  Senator  said,  before  the 
bill  is  taken  up  for  passage,  it  will  be 
made  the  subject  of  hearings  at  which  all 
phases  of  the  question  will  be  explored. 

Senator  Thomas  explained  that  the  pro- 
posal to  ban-  war  pictures — which  also 
would  include  war  programs  by  radio — was 
based  on  the  "scare”  occasioned  by  the 
“invasion  from  Mars”  some  months  ago 
as  portrayed  in  an  Orson  Welles  radio 
program. 

In  addition,  he  said,  if  the  United 
States  is  going  to  be  neutral  in  the  Euro- 
pean war  it  should  be  neutral  in  all  re- 
spects and  should  neither  see  nor  hear 
anything  that  would  sway  sentiment  to 
the  side  of  any  one  of  the  belligerent  na- 
tions. 

The  Senator  was  vague  as  to  how  the 
ban  would  be  enforced,  saying  that  he  had 
not  given  that  phase  much  consideration. 
He  indicated,  however,  that  there  would 
be  no  censorship  board  established  in  the 
federal  government  but,  rather,  that  any 
picture  showing  war  scenes  would  be 
banned.  The  prohibition  would  extend  to 
foreign  pictures  and  might,  he  indicated, 
be  expanded  to  cover  propaganda  pic- 
tures from  abroad,  regardless  of  whether 
they  showed  war  scenes. 

Since  the  Senator’s  proposal  involves  a 
censorship  of  films  and  radio  which  would 
arouse  the  resentment  also  of  the  press, 
which  would  fear  it  might  be  the  next  to 
be  muzzled,  it  is  not  likely  that  Congress 
will  give  his  proposal  serious  considera- 
tion. Even  those  senators  who  comprise 
the  isolationist  bloc  do  not,  on  the  whole, 
endorse  the  ostrich-like  attitude  which 
they  would  have  to  adopt  under  the 
Thomas  proposal, 

Kent  Drive  Spurred  by 
20th-Fox  Executives 

New  York — Herman  Wobber,  William 
C.  Gehring,  Moe  Levy,  William  Sussman, 
Harry  H.  Buxbaum  and  Joe  Lee  addressed 
employes  of  the  local  20th-Fox  exchange 
during  the  week  in  connection  with  the 
new  S.  R.  Kent  drive.  Levy  is  chairman 
of  the  18-week  campaign. 


Three  on  Broadway 

New  York — UA  will  have  three  pictures 
on  Broadway  next  week  with  the  open- 
ing of  "Intermezzo,  a Love  Story”  at  the 
Music  Hall  and  "Eternally  Yours”  at  the 
Roxy.  The  Rivoli  is  showing  "The  Real 
Glory.” 


Dembow  Quits  F-M  Post: 
Retains  An  Interest 


New  York — Sam  Dembow  jr.  who  has 
resigned  as  vice-president  of  Fanchon  & 
Marco,  Inc.,  retains  a substantial  interest 
in  that  company  which  dominates  the  fii’st 
run  and  neighborhood  run  situation  in  St. 
Louis  with  the  exception  of  Loew’s  State. 
He  has  made  no  definite  future  plans,  but 
has  several  deals  on  the  fire. 

Dembow'  joined  F&M  several  years  ago, 
following  a vice-presidential  post  with  Na- 
tional Screen  and  its  one-time  subsidiary, 
the  Magnalite  Corp. 


New  U,  S.  Business  Census 
To  Cover  Tax  Figures 

• Continued  from  page  27) 
ownership:  total  number  of  amusement 
establisliments  owned  by  proprietor  any- 
where in  the  United  States;  seating  ca- 
pacity. 

Admission  receipts;  other  receipts;  total 
amount  of  sales  and  amusement  taxes  in- 
cluded in  receipts,  which  were  collected 
directly  from  customers  and  paid  directly 
to  any  local,  state  or  federal  taxing  agency. 

Number  of  proprietors  and  firm  mem- 
bers devoting  the  major  portion  of  their 
time  to  the  business,  whether  or  not  paid 


Push  Schine  Action; 
Big  Suit  to  Wait 

New  York — ^Indicating  a further  delay 
in  the  all-industry  suit,  is  the  decision  by 
the  "Big  Stick”  to  push  ahead  on  the 
Schine  suit  with  the  objective  to  have 
the  industry  declared  a public  utility.  It 
is  held  the  government  is  trying  to  com- 
pel distributors  to  sell  to  the  highest  bid- 
ders regardless  of  affiliation,  comparing 
the  situation  with  the  railroads  which  own 
their  own  coal  companies  but  must  accept 
lowest  bids  for  fuel  regardless. 

If  the  "public  utility”  point  is  not  es- 
tablished in  the  Schine  case,  stress  next 
will  center  on  the  Griffith  action  which 
leads  some  to  believe  the  all-industry  suit 
will  not  come  up  until  next  fall. 

With  the  extension  by  both  sides  for  an- 
swers of  interrogatories  until  October  17, 
efforts  have  been  abandoned  for  a govern- 
ment calendar  preference  on  the  all-indus- 
try suit  until  interrogatories  have  been 
decided. 


All  Circuits  in  KuselVs 
Eastern  District  Sign 

New  York — With  the  signing  of  Rand- 
force  and  Century,  all  circuits  in  Milton 
S.  Kusell’s  eastern  district  have  closed 
for  Paramount’s  new  program.  The  dis- 
trict includes  Greater  New  York,  Albany, 
Buffalo,  Philadelphia  and  Washington. 


a regular  salary  or  regular  drawing  ac- 
count; members  of  family  of  proprietors 
or  firm  members  (wives,  husbands,  sons, 
daughters,  etc.)  w'ho  are  regularly  working 
in  the  business  full-time  or  part-time,  but 
who  are  paid  no  stipulated  wage  or  salary; 
paid  proprietors  and  firm  members, 
whether  active  in  the  business  or  not,  who 
are  paid  a regular  salary  or  drawing  ac- 
count, and  total  salary  for  1939. 

Total  payroll  for  1939;  amount  paid  to 
full-time  employes;  amount  paid  to  part- 
time  employes;  number  of  all  paid  em- 
ployes on  payroll  for  period  ended  nearest 
15th  of  each  month;  number,  separately, 
of  males  and  females  on  one  payroll  in 
October  (full-time  and  part-time  com- 
bined). 


"See  Vaudeville  as  Savior'' 

New  York — As  indicated  by  BOXOFFICE  in  July  and  reiterated  in  sharpest  terms 
since  majors'  salesmen  began  knocking  on  independent  film  buyers'  doors  is  the 
implication  that  small  operators  will  turn  to  vaudeville  to  offset  "impossible"  terms 
for  new  season  product. 

Brought  into  even  sharper  relief,  apparently,  now  that  larger  operators  are 
wringing  dry  all  outstanding  attractions  to  circumvent  what  may  resolve  into  a 
product  shortage,  the  new  trend  asserts  itself  in  three  local  situations. 

The  Harry  Brandt  circuit  has  inaugurated  "flesh"  attractions,  coupled  with  one 
feature,  at  the  Audubon,  Manhattan,  Windsor,  Bronx,  and  Flatbush,  Brooklyn.  Name 
bands  and  novelty  acts  are  the  policy.  The  Liberty,  Rosenblatt-Welt  unit  at  Staple- 
ton,  Staten  Island,  is  running  vaudeville  over  the  three-day  weekend,  at  which  time 
the  house  drops  the  customary  second  feature.  The  Court,  Sommerville,  N.  J.,  Rapf 
and  Rudin  operation,  is  likewise  following  a new  course,  with  vaudeville  on  the 
Saturday  and  Sunday  program. 
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Hold  German  Interests 
Control  Agia  Ansco 

New  York — Refuting  the  statement  of 
Agfa  Ansco  that  it  “must  not  be  confused 
with  the  Agfa  companies  on  the  British 
‘blacklist’,”  the  Non-Sectarian  Anti-Nazi 
League  maintains  the  Binghamton  com- 
pany which  includes  raw  stock  among  its 
manufacturers,  is  controlled  by  German  in- 
terests to  12  per  cent  of  its  stock.  The 
league  declares  the  stock  is  owned  direct- 
ly by  I.  G.  Parbenindustrie  Aktiengesell- 
schaft  described  as  “a  corporate  structure 
formed  in  1925,  made  up  of  six  of  the  most 
important  chemical  manufacturers  in 
Germany.”  The  remaining  88  per  cent, 
it  is  alleged,  is  owned  by  the  American  I. 
G.  Chemical  Corporation,  a Delaware  com- 
pany of  which  the  president.  Dr.  Herman 
Schmitz,  is  also  president  of  the  managing 
directors  of  the  German  I.  G.  Farbenin- 
dustrie  and  I.  G.  Chemie  of  Switzerland. 
“In  addition,”  it  is  claimed,  “agreements 
still  exist  between  Agfa  Ansco  and  the 
German  I.  G.,  regarding  the  manufacture 
and  distribution  of  photographic  supplies. 
The  principal  and  interest  of  the  American 
I.  G.  51/2  per  cent  debentures  are  still 
guaranteed  by  the  German  I.  G.” 

Kane  Sees  Retention  of 
Britain's  Quota  Act 

New  York — It  is  very  unlikely  that 
there  will  be  a suspension  of  the  British 
quota  act,  according  to  Robert  T.  Kane, 
in  charge  of  20th-Fox’s  English  produc- 
tion, who  returned  to  England  on  the 
Yankee  Clipper  plane  Saturday. 

As  far  as  he  knows,  Kane  says,  20th-Pox 
will  continue  its  production  in  order  to 
meet  quota  requirements.  The  original 
program  called  for  10  films  with  mini- 
mum of  four  for  American  distribution. 

Negative  Conversion  Suit 
By  Lina  Is  Dismissed 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice  Isa- 
dore  Wasservogel  has  dismissed  a $150,000 
action  of  Lina  Pictures  against  H.  E.  R. 
Laboratories,  Garrison  Film  Distributors 
and  Aladdin  Pictures. 

Action  charged  that  in  April,  1932,  Talk- 
ing Pictures  Epics  turned  over  certain 
negatives  to  Principal  Distributing  Corp., 
and  that  before  Epics  went  bankrupt  the 
negatives  were  given  to  the  defendants. 

At  the  bankruptcy,  the  rights  were  as- 
signed to  the  plaintiff,  who  then  brought 
one  action  for  $150,000  for  the  alleged  un- 
lawful conversion  of  the  negatives  and  a 
second  for  $200,000  charging  illegal  re- 
tention of  them.  The  second  cause  of  ac- 
tion was  dismissed  December  6,  1937. 

Lawrence  Fox  Takes  Out 
On  English  Production 

Hollywood — Having  returned  from 
abroad,  Lawrence  Pox  is  understood  drop- 
ping plans  for  making  “The  Man  Who 
Lost  Himself”  with  Leslie  Howard  for 
RKO.  The  original  intention  was  to  make 
the  picture  in  England  but,  according  to 
his  contract.  Fox  could  call  it  off  in  the 
event  of  war. 


poUR  S-W  houses  in  Lou  Davidoff’s  dis- 
trict are  getting  benefit  of  a new  fan 
newspaper.  They  are  Ben  Blumberg’s 
Lane,  Sol  Getzow’s  Ogontz,  Joe  Nevin- 
son’s  Grange  and  Gerson  Shalita’s  Brom- 
ley . . . SUvert  Setron,  Logan,  is  out  with 
the  grippe  . . . Maurice  Stamford  is  seri- 
ously ill.  Pilling  in  for  him  at  the  Rock- 
land are  his  son.  Bill,  and  young  Bud 
Hunt  . . . William  Goldberg  was  in  from 
New  York  visiting  the  Studio  . . . Nat 
Levy,  RKO  district  manager,  was  a visi- 
tor at  the  Variety  Club.  The  club’s  golf 
tournament  Friday  was  scheduled  to  have 
80  contestants  competing  for  60  prizes. 
Have  to  be  pretty  bad  to  miss  out  in  that 
setup.  First  entry  blank  came  from  W.  F. 
Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales  manager. 

Frank  McNamee,  RKO,  is  busy  arrang- 
ing the  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Drive  in 
theatres  this  fall  . . . Bill  Heckman  is 
associated  tvith  Morris  Fishman  in  the 
Capitol,  Reading,  which  is  opening  after 
a six-month  shutdown.  First  picture  is 
the  talent-seeking  stunt,  “Lure  of  Holly- 
wood’ . . . S.  Clyde  Smith  opens  the  Doug- 
lass October  1 . . . Louis  Rossi  has  leased 
the  Town  Hall  at  Coopersburg,  Pa.,  for 
Saturday  night  films.  Some  smart  ex- 
hibitor ought  to  try  to  lease  the  White 
House  . . . The  newest  in  premiums,  be- 
ing distributed  by  Irving  Portnoff,  is  cans 
of  coffee! 

Gertrude  Meadowcroft,  RKO,  has  left 
to  take  up  a housewife’s  responsibilities. 
She’s  married  to  Virgil  Peterson,  Salem, 
N.  J.,  exhibitor,  so  she’ll  still  be  able  to 
talk  shop  . . . Ralph  Magee  has  the  New- 
ville  Theatre,  Newville,  Pa.  . . . Joe  Mor- 
row, Metro  salesman,  is  expected  out  of 
the  hospital  this  week  . . . Charlie  Wil- 
liams, Karlton,  is  expecting  to  become  a 
pappy  very  soon,  though  he  hasn’t  begim 
handing  out  cigars  yet  . . . Wally  Ver- 
non’s appearance  at  the  Earle  was  like 
a homecoming  party.  Many  remember  the 
sappy  comedian  when  he  was  a 69th  Street 
boy. 

Milt  Young  and  Al  Zimbalist,  Warner 
advertising  department’s  brain  trust,  have 
sent  their  kids  to  the  same  private  school. 
The  scholars,  both  three  years  old,  are 
Patty  Young  and  Donald  Reed  Zimbalist. 
The  school  is  Melrose  Hall  for  Little  Boys 
a7id  Girls.  Nothing  could  be  classier  . . . 
Market  Street  pedestrians  were  almost 
scared  to  death  by  a tall,  haggard,  white- 
faced man  wearing  a black  shroud,  a 
hangman’s  noose,  around  his  neck,  and 
a sign:  “I  am  the  man  they  could  not 
hang.”  It  was  a gruesome  exploitation 
stunt  for  the  Karloff  picture  at  Herman 
Comer’s  Capitol. 

Out  Paramount  way:  Charlie  Malley, 
booking  department,  is  wondering  what 
to  do  with  the  $1,000  his  wife  won  in  the 
Inquirer  contest,  when,  and  if,  he  gets 
his  hands  on  any  of  it  . . . Jean  Yoss, 
very  much  of  a good-looker,  is  the  new 
stenographer  . . . Bill  Sharpe,  eastern 
ad  sales  manager,  is  in  tovm  for  two 
weeks  giving  Joe  Flood  a hand  . . . Don 
Velde,  home  office  ad  sales  manager, 
dropped  in  for  a visit  . . . Mrs.  Emma 
North  is  back  from  a vacation  in  the 
Poconos  . . . Florence  Wiener  has  a blister 


on  her  lip.  She  says  it’s  from  an  in- 
fection. 

The  exploitation  contest  for  “Balle- 
rina.” conducted  by  Burstyn-Mayer  Pro- 
ductions, wound  up  with  the  following 
winners:  Sam  Phillippe,  Plaza,  $50;  John 
Sassenroth,  Commodore,  $25;  Sam  Cray- 
der.  Princess,  $12.50,  and  Joe  Nevinson, 
Grange,  $12.50  . . . Herman  Margies,  Ven- 
ice, marks  a birthday  October  1,  and 
Dave  Barrist,  Quality  Premiums,  on  the 
5th  . . . Mrs.  Frank  Silverman,  operators’ 
union  secretary,  celebrates  a wedding  an- 
niversary on  the  3rd,  and  Herbert  Lubin, 
Landis,  Vineland,  on  the  IMh  ...  A 
cocktail  party  for  Phil  Spitalny  and  the 
press  was  held  in  the  Warner  Club.  The 
club  is  also  the  scene  for  broadcasts 
through  WDAS  every  Tuesday  by  the 
stars  appearing  on  the  Earle  stage. 

The  opening  of  the  amateur  night  sea- 
son is  bringing  administrative  headaches 
to  Bill  Wolf,  Allegheny;  Charlie  Thomp- 
son, Frankford;  Jack  Levy,  Kent;  Domi- 
nic Lucente,  Alhambra;  Tommy  Scholl, 
Keystone,  and  Sol  Getzow,  Ogontz  . . . 
Irv  Blumberg,  Oxford,  has  a musical  quiz 
jamboree  every  Friday,  with  Jack  Steck 
as  emcee  . . . Male  patrons  at  the  Savoy 
got  a chance  to  vote  for  the  girl  they’d 
prefer  for  a desert  isle  companion.  Hedy 
Lamarr  was  first;  then  Ginger  Rogers, 
Alice  Faye  and  Joan  Blondell. 

Lew  Black,  Warner,  Wilmington,  came 
across  some  old  documents  while  house- 
hunting. He  rushed  to  the  newspapers 
with  them  and  found  it  was  just  a gag. 
The  papers  had  been  planted  by  some- 
body and  soaked  in  coffee  to  give  them 
“age.” 


Fox  West  Coast  Buyer 
East;  Booker  to  West 

New  York — Jack  Sullivan,  chief  film 
buyer  for  Fox  West  Coast,  arrived  with 
his  wife  early  in  the  week  for  an  indefinite 
stay  and  to  complete  details  of  pending 
product  deals. 

LaiTy  Kent,  head  booker  for  the  circuit, 
heads  for  the  coast  next  week.  He  had 
planned  to  return  by  boat  via  the  Canal 
but  has  changed  his  plans  to  report  im- 
mediately at  has  Los  Angeles  headquarters. 


Buckner  Hurls  "Piracy" 
Charge  at  Paramount 

New  York — Robert  L.  Buckner  has  filed 
suit  for  an  injunction,  accounting  of 
profits  and  damages  against  Paramount 
and  Charles  Beahan,  claiming  plagiarism 
of  his  play,  “Dearly  Beloved,”  written  in 
1933  in  conjunction  with  Beahan,  in 
Paramount’s  picture,  “Midnight.” 

Beahan  is  named  as  a defendant  be- 
cause he  refuses  to  join  with  Buckner  as 
a party  plaintiff. 


R&R  Buys  Republic  Lineup 

New  York — Republic  has  closed  a new 
season  product  deal  with  Robb  & Rowley 
covering  28  situations  in  Texas. 
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J^KO  local  branch  finished  eighth  in 
George  J.  Schaefer  Drive.  As  a re- 
sult, boys  and  the  girls  have  extra  money 
to  spend.  Branch  manager,  salesmen  and 
bookers  received  the  equivalent  of  a week’s 
salary:  remainder  of  the  staff,  half  a 
week’s  pay  . . . Bernard  Kranze,  RKO 
boss,  visited  Schine  headquarters  in  Glo- 
versvUle  and  Kallett  offices  in  Oneida,  as 
well  as  theatre  in  Utica,  on  a trip. 

“Nurse  Edith  CavelV’  was  screened  by 
RKO  in  a Filmrow  preview.  Those  present 
and  praising  the  film  as  a “powerful 
drama”  were:  Lou  Golding,  Fabian  divi- 
sion manager;  Joe  Shure,  Fabian  booker; 
Alex  Sayles,  maiiager  of  the  Palace;  Irv- 
ing Liner,  boss  of  Proctor’s  Troy;  Bernard 
Kranze,  RKO’s  Albany  chief;  A.  H.  Van 
Deusen,  booker-office  manager;  George 
Tucker  and  Leon  Herman,  salesmen  . . . 
C.  R.  “Tip”  Rosenberry,  critic  of  The 
Knickerbocker  News,  went  to  Boston  for  a 
prelook  at  the  film,  with  50  other  press 
reviewers. 

October  15  is  the  big  day  for  Lou  Olshen, 
Columbia  cashier.  He  will  marry  Helen 
Goldstein  in  New  York  City  . . . Harry 
Berkson,  Monogram  upstate  franchise  hol- 
der, visited  the  local  office  . . . Mitchell 
Panzer,  manager-booker,  weekended  in  the 
home  town.  New  York  . . . Jerry  La  Rocque 
of  Shadowland,  Warrensburg,  ankled  in  to 
Filmrow  for  the  first  time  in  some  weeks. 
Others  were:  Johnny  Gardner,  Gardner 
circuit,  Schenectady;  Sidney  D w o r e. 
Cameo,  Palace  and  Lincoln  (the  last 
named  is  reported  to  have  done  good  busi- 
ness since  Dwore  opened  it  recently,  after 
remodeling),  Schenectady;  Morris  SUver- 
man.  Mount  Pleasant,  Schenectady;  Jim 
Christy,  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
Strand,  Watervliet  . . . Sam  Milberg  has 
a pretty  little  theatre  in  the  Ritz,  Scotia, 
according  to  exchangemen  who  have 
visited  it  since  the  grand  reopening.  Mil- 
berg, by  the  way,  now  devotes  his  entire 
time  to  the  Ritz  and  to  the  Family,  Water- 
vliet. He  is  no  longer  a Monogram  sales- 
man. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  hold  a pre- 
view of  “Hollywood  Cavalcade”  in  a dif- 
ferent theatre  and  at  a different  hour  than 
usual  for  such  affairs  here.  The  house  will 
be  Fabian’s  Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall,  a 
2,500-seafer,  closed  for  the  past  month; 
time  will  be  8:30  p.  m.,  and  date  will  be 
October  2.  Invitations  were  sent  to  other 
Albany  exchanges  and  to  exhibitors  of  the 
area.  Warner’s  Madison,  further  west 
than  the  Hall,  is  the  theatre  generally 
used  for  screenings,  in  the  morning  or  at 
noon.  This  is  except  for  smaller  audience 
previews  on  Filmrow — in  20th  Century- 
Fox  branch — or  in  Warner  Theatres 
downtown  studios. 

Jottings  from  Vermont  territory  served 
by  several  Albany  exchanges:  Charles  Orr 
of  Fair  Haven,  Fair  Haven,  visited  in 
White  Plains  . . . Walter  La  Pata,  Star, 
Poultney,  gave  the  World’s  Fair  a double 
o . . . C.  W.  (Cap)  Landman  of  the  Mod- 
ern, Manchester  Depot,  is  playing  radio 
acts  from  WTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
WGY,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.^  as  added  attracf 


Ancillary  Proceedings 
Allowed  Conn  Trustee 


New  York — Federal  Judge  Alfred  C. 
Coxe  has  granted  an  application  of  Benja- 
min Lichtenfeld,  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of 
Ambassador  Pictures  and  Conn  Produc- 
tions and  allowed  him  to  institute  ancillary 
proceedings.  The  judge  has  appointed  Ir- 
win Kurtz  referee  with  power  to  subpoena 
witnesses  and  documents. 

Witnesses  to  be  called  are  Samuel  Gold- 
stein, treasm-er  of  Guaranteed  Pictures; 
“Pop”  Marks,  president  of  Marks  and  Mal- 
colm Trading  Corp.;  Melvin  M.  Hirsch, 
president  of  Syndicate  Exchanges  and  Se- 
curity Pictures,  and  Joe  Malcolm,  presi- 
dent of  Malcolm  Laboratories. 

Malcolm  did  laboratory  work  for  the 
bankrupts  while  the  others  were  distribu- 
tors. It  is  claimed  all  have  money  belong- 
ing to  Ambassador  and  Conn,  which  should 
go  to  creditors,  and  that  they  refuse  to 
allow  an  inspection  of  books  to  determine 
whether  such  money  actually  exists. 


tions  . . . Carl  Nilman  is  closing  his  Man- 
chester theatre,  a summer  situation.  Nil- 
man  operates  picture  houses  the  year 
’round  in  Shelburne  Palls,  Mass.,  and  Vala- 
tie,  N.  Y.  . . . Christopher  Henry  Buckley 
jr.,  son  of  Chris  Buckley,  proprietor  of  the 
General  Stark  and  the  Uptown  in  Benning- 
ton and  former  leading  Albany  indepen- 
dent, took  as  his  bride,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Keon,  daughter  of  an  Albany  dentist,  in  a 
society  wedding  at  St.  Vincent  de  Paul’s 
Church.  Young  Buckley  is  a graduate  of 
Yale  and  his  wife  of  St.  Rose  College,  Al- 
bany. They  will  live  in  New  Haven.  Inci- 
dentally, the  Uptown,  Bennington,  has  been 
closed  since  early  spring. 

Howard  Crombie,  field  checking  super- 
visor for  Warner,  with  headquarters  in 
Boston,  was  here  for  several  days  . . . Lew 
Weinberg,  Columbia  sales  executive,  was 
expected  from  New  York  . . . Edward  J. 
Wall,  assistant  to  President  H.  A.  Ross  of 
Ross  Federal  Service,  Inc.,  visited  Albany 
on  a swing  around  the  branches.  Wall's 
headquarters  are  in  New  York  City  . . . 
Ralph  R.  links,  manager  of  Ross  Federal 
Service,  Inc.,  in  the  Albany  territory, 
visited  relatives  in  Ohio  while  vacationing 
. . . Frank  Stadler,  from  the  home  office, 
has  been  in  Albany  on  a survey. 

The  theatre  in  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  oper- 
ated by  Jim  Papayanakos,  has  been  in  the 
process  of  remodeling  and  redecorating 
. . . The  Lake,  Lake  George  Village,  made 
an  early  closing,  according  to  exchange- 
men.  Lake  George  is  a summer  center,  but 
has  a year-round  population  of  850.  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Carpenter  owns  the  house.  Her 
daughter  and  son-in-law,  Bob  Yates,  as- 
sist in  managing  the  theatre  and  several 
other  Lake  George  enterprises.  Yates  is  a 
well-known  vaudeville  performer  . . . The 
Rex,  Bolton  Landing,  on  Upper  Lake 
George,  wUl  remain  open  for  a time  un- 
der the  aegis  of  Owner  A1  Taylor.  The 
Kallett  circuit  leases  the  house  in  the 
summer  . . . Soimd  Systems,  Inc.,  has  been 
formed  to  carry  on  a business  in  inter- 
communication, public  address  and  similar 
systems  in  New  York. 


piXER  DUGAN  COHEN,  Essex,  since 

opening  his  bowling  alleys  has  improved 
in  his  game  of  bowling.  He  now  aver- 
ages 35  per  game  ...  At  the  heavyweight 
fight  at  Carlins  Park  last  week  among 
the  exhibitors  present  were  Joe  Fields, 
Rivoli;  Moe  Cohen,  Lexway;  Morris 
Oletsky,  Republic  salesman;  Morris  Flax, 
Lincoln;  Buddy  Silverberg  and  Sam  “Dan- 
ney”  Diamond,  Fox  salesman. 

Sympathy  goes  to  Issac  Wolf,  Metro 
checker,  who  has  just  lost  his  mother  , . . 
The  new  Durkee  Senator  opens  October  5, 
same  day  as  the  new  Time  Newsreel  Thea- 
tre ..  . It  will  be  wedding  bells  for  Walter 
Cohen,  Leader  manager,  on  December  10 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Silverburg,  Park, 
are  resting  up  a few  weeks  at  Atlantic 
City  ...  H.  A.  Blum  and  Max  Weinberg, 
Little,  recently  returned  from  a short  visit 
to  New  York. 

The  Westway,  Durkee,  case  has  been 
postponed  to  September  28  . . . Oscar 
Bocoutti,  is  remodeling  his  Nemo  . . . 
Louis  Tunick,  Brooklyn  and  Hollywood, 
is  building  a new  home  in  Forrest  Park 
. . . Eddie  Matthews  Schanze  announces  a 
new  policy  for  the  coming  season.  Every 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day, Jewish  talking  pictures  will  be  shown 
...  In  a conference  with  members  of  the 
park  board.  Mayor  Jackson  hopes  to  ar- 
rive at  a fixed  policy  for  the  Stadium  which 
will  satisfy  both  the  board  and  residents 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  stadium.  Ob- 
jections to  the  automobile  races  have 
been  raised  by  Frank  H.  Durkee,  president 
of  the  park  board.  He  is  opposed  to  “com- 
mercializing” the  Stadium  and  allowing  it 
to  compete  with  private  entertainment 
interests. 

Mickey  Hendricks,  Will  Hicks’  booker,  is 
now  sleeping  outdoors.  For  further  infor- 
mation  ask  Mickey  . . . George  Helms  of 
United  Artists  advertising  department  is 
making  himself  known  in  Baltimore.  He 
likes  the  exhibitors  so  well  he  plans  to 
come  over  weekly  . . . Bob  Marhenke, 
Broadway,  and  three-year-old  daughter, 
Barbara,  visited  Baltimore  Poster  Co.  and 
pleaded  with  his  daughter  and  offered  her 
as  much  as  a dollar  to  say  one  word  to 
Al;  she  wouldn’t  . . . Sam  Tabor,  Univer- 
sal salesman  for  Baltimore,  is  leading  the 
country  in  sales  for  his  company. 

Cliff  Jarrett,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Hippodrome,  plans  to  go  to  Florida  around 
October  1 . . . Bill  Stone  and  wife 
visited  his  sick  father  in  Philadelphia  last 
week  . . . William  K.  Saxton,  Loew’s  Cen- 
tury, announces  a free  show  this  Thurs- 
day for  twins  in  conjunction  with  the 
showing  of  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask” 
...  A special  trailer  was  run  by  Morris 
Mechanic,  New  and  Center,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Maryland  League  of  Build- 
ing Associations.  Shown  were  shots  of 
Mayor  Jackson  signing  proclamation  for 
Buy  a Home  Week. 


"Ecstasy"  Ruled  Off 

Albany — “Ecstasy”  is  out  in  this  state. 
The  appellate  division,  third  department, 
now  sustains  the  censor  board  in  refusing 
a license  for  public  exhibition. 
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ARIZONA  KID,  THE  (Rep) — Not  one  of  Roy 
Rogers'  better  efforts,  but  no  fault  of  his. 
This  western  is  a minor  saga  of  the  Civil 
War  in  which  Confederate  Soldier  Rogers 
is  assigned  to  wipe  out  a guerilla  gang. 
Musical  interludes  are  poorly  spotted  and 
intend  to  slow  up  action.  Stuart  Hamblen 
is  good  as  the  villian.  Joe  Kane  directed. 

CHALLENGE,  THE  (Film  Alliance)— The  con- 
quest of  the  Matterhorn,  tallest  of  the  Al- 
pine peaks,  makes  for  an  absorbing  film. 
A strong  undercurrent  of  suspense  runs 
through  this  importation  that  relates  the 
race  of  the  English  and  Italian  parties  for 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  reach  the 
summit.  Milton  Rosmer  directed. 

DEMON  BARBER  OF  FLEET  STREET  (Select) 
— Pursuing  a rather  bumpy  course  of 
hodge-podge  melodrama  to  point  up  its 
tale  of  lurid  murder,  this  English  effort  is 
all  that  it  sets  out  to  be.  Has  the  exploi- 
tation possibilities  that  transient  houses 
need,  but  probably  will  find  a curious,  if 
not  dubious  reception  among  family-type 
audiences.  George  King  directed. 

INTERMEZZO  (UA) — An  unusual  effort  in 
point  of  production  and  performance.  Beau- 
tifully staged,  delicately  and  artistically 
treated  and  acted.  High  class  and  distinc- 
tive in  all  departments,  acting  stands  out 
with  Leslie  Howard's  performance  in  van- 
guard. Ingrid  Bergman,  newcomer,  does 
impressively  well,  auguring  genuine  future 
for  her  under  proper  handling.  David  O. 
Selznick  produced;  Gregory  Ratoff  directed. 

MARSHAL  OF  MESA  CITY  (RKO)— A satis- 
factory package  of  action  entertainment 
for  the  George  O'Brien  fans  and  the  juve- 
niles who  will  condone  the  rubber  stamp 
aspects  of  the  story  and  dialogue.  O'Brien 
is  the  strong  silent  man  who  brings  law 
and  order  to  the  frontier  town.  Bert  Gilroy 
produced.  David  Howard  directed. 

MISSING  EVIDENCE  (Univ) — New  activities 
for  the  G-Men,  but  the  same  old  formula  is 
used.  This  time  it  is  a gang  which  counter- 
feits lottery  tickets  and  G-man  Preston  Fos- 
ter helps  smash  the  organization  with  the 
help  of  lovely  Irene  Hervey.  Phil  Rosen 
directed. 

RETURN  OF  THE  FROG,  THE  (Select) 
— An  Edgar  Wallace  mystery  thriller  with 
all  the  trimmings.  Although  English  ac- 
cents pervade  the  proceedings,  the  melo- 
dramatic events  make  it  fairly  substantial 
program  fere.  Gordon  Harker  is  the  fa- 
mous Inspector  Elk  and  does  a good  char- 
acter job.  Maurice  Elvey  directed. 

TORPEDOED  (SR)  — A propagandistic  bit 
about  the  efficiency  of  the  British  navy  and 
the  cleverness  of  British  diplomats,  as  they 
find  expression  in  the  putting  down  of  a 
Lotin  coimtry's  rebellion.  The  story  is  in- 
congruous. H.  B.  Warner,  Richard  Crom- 
well, Robert  Douglas. 


Expects  "Certain  Amount" 
Of  French  Production 

New  York— a “certain  amount”  of 
French  production  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue despite  the  Second  World  War,  ac- 
cording to  Nat  Wachsberger,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  Film  Al- 
liance, who  bases  his  opinion  on  latest 
advices  from  Paris. 

The  industry  in  France  can  be  con- 
sidered a war  casualty  with  most  of  its 
stars  in  uniform.  Jean  Gabin  is  in  the 
marines.  Charles  Boyer  also  has  been 
mobilized. 

Pierre  Blanchard  is  an  infantry  officer 
and  the  comic  brothers,  Aimos  and  Ray- 
mond Cordy,  are  driving  trucks  for  the 
supply  service.  Jan  Pierre  Aumont,  an- 
other player,  is  an  orderly  in  the  censor’s 
office. 

Among  the  yoimger  players,  Rene  Dary 
and  Paul  Cambo,  are  awaiting  assign- 
ments. Bernard  Lancret  is  an  artillery- 
man and  Gilbert  Gil  is  in  the  anti-air- 
craft defense. 

Production  with  Jean  Renoir  in  charge 
is  expected  to  take  place  outside  of  Paris 
under  government  supervision.  Only  films 
that  can  entertain  and  serve  the  cause 
of  Prance  best  will  be  made  in  the  stu- 
dios at  Joinville  and  Nice. 

Wachsberger  throws  some  light  on  the 
status  of  Boyer.  He  states  the  French 
player  is  in  the  intelligence  service.  Boyer, 
however,  will  be  allowed  to  complete  “The 
Pirate,”  now  in  its  final  stages  of  shoot- 
ing. 


An  Arbitrator  Likely  in 
New  York  Wage  Tiif 

New  York — Judge  Crane  of  the  appel- 
late court  most  likely  will  be  asked  to 
choose  an  arbitrator  to  settle  the  wage 
dispute  between  Local  306  and  major  cir- 
cuits. Several  recommendations  for  an 
outside  interest  to  decide  the  demands  by 
the  union  for  a 25  per  cent  increase  have 
been  rejected  by  both  sides  with  the  altern- 
ative to  put  the  matter  before  a judge 
in  the  appellate  court,  as  provided  in  the 
10-year  master  agreement. 


Fabians  Staten  Island 
Managers  Are  Shifted 

New  York — Harry  Black,  general  mana- 
ger for  Fabian’s  Staten  Island  theatres, 
has  shifted  the  managerial  lineup  where- 
by Edgar  Goth,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount, becomes  publicity  head  for  the 
division  with  John  Firnkoess,  formerly  of 
the  Liberty,  Stapelton,  moved  to  the 
Paramount,  same  town.  Elihu  Glass  suc- 
ceeds Firnkoess  at  the  Liberty. 


Seeks  $25,000  on  Charge 
Writing  Pact  Breached 

New  York — Suit  for  $25,000  for  alleged 
breach  of  a 10-week  writing  contract  at 
$2,500  weekly,  has  been  revealed  in  the 
supreme  court  with  Robert  T.  Kane,  head- 
ing 20th-Fox’s  New  World  Pictures,  named 
as  the  defendant,  and  Samson  Raphaelson 
as  the  plaintiff.  Kane’s  defense  consists  of 
a general  denial. 


WASIHIIIMGTOM 

^HE  nation’s  capital  has  become  “Car- 
thay  Circle”  conscious,  what  with  three 
world  premieres  hitting  the  first  run 
screens  within  three  successive  weeks.  The 
latest,  “Espionage  Agent,”  making  its  de- 
but at  Warner’s  Earle,  September  22,  dealt 
with  the  consular  service  versus  spy  sys- 
tem intrigue  in  which  our  state  department 
is  most  active  and  vitally  interested. 
Members  of  the  state  department  and  of- 
ficials of  the  Foreign  Service  School  were 
guests  of  the  management  . . . The  formal 
opening  of  the  Hiser  Theatre,  Bethesda 
(formerly  the  State)  was  held  September 
25.  The  stage  presentation  was  tuned  with 
a familiar  note  on  the  appearance  of  Phil 
Lampkin  and  his  band,  he  having  served 
as  baton  maestro  at  Loew’s  Capitol  for 
many  years. 

Harry  Gold,  UA  vice-president,  while  en 
route  to  the  west  via  plane  stopped  off  at 
the  airport  for  a chat  with  Branch  Man- 
ager Fred  Rohrs,  and  incidentally  Fred 
observed  his  IQth  wedding  anniversary 
September  17  . . . Mrs.  A.  E.  Lichtman  and 
daughter,  Rhoda,  have  returned  from 
Honolulu  . . "Angie"  Ratto,  manager  of 
Loew’s  Palace  and  "mayor”  of  F street, 
celebrated  his  first  wedding  anniversary 
September  22  . . . Constance  Moore,  Uni- 
versal star,  and  her  husband,  John  Mascio, 
stopped  off  for  a tour  of  the  capital  while 
honeymooning  . . . Doug  Dupont  and 
Ralph  Clements,  Paramount  camera  and 
sound  men,  have  been  assigned  to  the 
House  of  Congress  . . . Metro’s  Carlton 
Duffus  is  exploiting  "Thunder  Afloat"  in 
the  Virginia  key  cities  . . . Birthday  greet- 
ings to  Metro’s  Catherine  Murphy. 

Unique  publicity  stunts  were  engineered 
by  Loew’s  staff  for  the  midnight  premiere 
of  “The  Women,”  with  the  women  patrons 
buying  the  tickets  for  their  male  escorts, 
and  actually  doing  the  honors;  the  other 
feature  was  the  paneling  of  a jury  com- 
posed of  patrons  who  represented  various 
endeavors  to  render  unbiased  reviews  . . . 
Miss  “Rusty”  Duncan,  Warner  theatres,  is 
confined  to  her  home  with  illness;  her  co- 
workers, Marshall  Kiely  and  Arthur  KU- 
berg,  manager  of  the  Beverly,  are  hors  de 
combat  as  well. 

P.  A.  Espaillat  and  C.  Carpou  have  been 
assigned  to  the  Metro  exchange  as  stu- 
dent bookers  . . . William  Marsh,  Metro 
home  office  auditor,  is  making  a periodic 
check  at  the  local  exchange  and  is  being 
assisted  by  Nat  Rochlin,  student  auditor 
. . . Mrs.  Rudy  Berger,  wife  of  Metro’s 
resident  manager,  is  convalescing  from  a 
recent  operation  at  Sibley  Hospital  . . . Al 
Miller,  20th-Fox  accessory  manager,  has 
reached  second  place  in  national  stand- 
ings in  the  S.  R.  Kent  drive,  having  ex- 
ceeded quota  for  the  past  six  weeks  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Danny  Rosenthal  spent  the 
weekend  in  the  big  city  . . . Ira  Sichel- 
man,  20th-Fox,  has  been  confined  to  his 
home  with  the  grippe  . . . Julian  Gordon 
announces  that  the  Wythe,  Newport  News, 
will  open  October  5. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  Evans  of  Solomon’s,  Md., 
and  Sam  Eisensteiu  of  Annapolis,  visited 
the  Row  . . . Elmore  Heins  of  Roanoke, 
has  recovered  from  his  recent  illness  and 
can  be  located  at  the  ole  stamping  ground. 
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Broadway  play  . . . Charles  Glett  of  East- 
ern Serviee  Studios  is  baek  from  the  coast. 
Ditto  John  Wildberg  who  brought  Her- 
bert Marshall  to  appear  in  the  first  Jack 
Skirball  production  to  be  made  in  Astoria 
for  Columbia. 

Henry  Randall,  Paramount’s  Brooklyn 
branch  manager,  prefers  an  intimate  eat- 
ery in  back  of  the  Strand,  known  as  the 
Palace  Kitchen  . . . With  an  Havana  sales 
meeting  behind  him,  Joseph  A.  McCon- 
ville,  Columb.a’s  foreign  sales  manager, 
planes  out  late  this  week  for  a second  con- 
clave in  Buenos  Aires  . . . Harry  Brandt 
is  planning  to  refurbish  the  Central  on 
Broadway  before  turning  it  into  a foreign 
first  run,  with  “Le  Auai  de  Brumes”  slated 
for  an  October  12  premiere  . . . Will  Gor- 
don, drama  editor  of  the  Morning  Tele- 
graph, is  mourning  the  loss  of  Skippy,  11- 
year-old  wire  haired  terrier  . . . E.  W. 
Aaron,  assistant  to  William  F.  Rodgers, 
M-G-M  sales  head,  was  in  Boston  to  get 
the  signature  of  Mullin  and  Pinanski  on 
a new  season  contract  covering  70  houses 
in  New  England  . . . Joseph  Klein  is  up  to 
his  eyeballs  in  statistics  on  crowds  that 
are  viewing  Prince  Karma,  the  three-inch 
numerologist,  who  is  making  personal  ap- 
pearances in  seven  Loew’s  key  houses  in 
this  area. 

Walter  Gould,  UA’s  Latin  American  su- 
pervisor, returiis  from  Buenos  Aires  on  the 
Brazil,  October  16  . . . George  Weltner,  as- 
sistant to  John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  at  Para- 
mount, spent  a much-needed  week’s  vaca- 
tion on  his  boat  . . . Walter  J.  Hutchinson. 
20th-Fox’s  foreign  manager,  who  is  usu- 
ally impeccably  attired,  dressed  in  slacks 
and  sport  shirt  after  his  quiek  trip  to 
Havana  by  plane  . . . E.  F.  Lornba,  assist- 
ant to  Hutehinson,  leaves  for  a Caribbeayi 
checkup  shortly  . . . Marian  Shoule,  secre- 
tary to  Les  Whelan.  20th-Fox’s  foreign 
publicity  director,  is  spending  her  vacation 
m Chicago  . . . Down  in  the  joint  office  of 
Aubrey  Schenck  and  Irving  Barry  of  Na- 
tional Theatres  diseussing  the  war  situa- 
tion until  Bill  Powers,  chief  film  buyer, 
sticks  his  head  through  the  door  to  in- 
quire what  all  the  shooting  is  about  . . . 
Bert  Cunningham,  RKO  Pathe  director, 
has  returned  from  the  coast. 

Opening  Day  — Ampa  1939-40.  Menu 
markings:  Under  the  circumstances  the 
luncheon  session,  opener  for  the  season, 
achieved  a distinction.  More  than  90  were 
present  at  the  new  meeting  place,  Stouf- 
fer’s  Restaurant.  The  location  was  select- 
ed, Paul  Lazarus  jr.,  president,  told  the 
assemblage  because  the  $1  luncheon,  rep- 
resenting a saving  of  some  25  to  50  cents, 
was  in  keeping  with  the  times.  Many  of 
those  present  spent  up  to  50  cents  reach- 
ing Stouffer’s  by  taxi,  but  that  was  one  of 
the  distinctive  things  about  the  meeting. 
Another  was  the  fact  that  10  former  Ampa 
presidents  tried  to  review  about  25  years 
of  Ampa  history  in  about  33  minutes.  Any- 
way, it  was  a lot  of  fun  and  nostalgia.  The 
speakers  were:  Ralph  Rolan,  Gordon 
White,  William  R.  Ferguson,  Hal  Horne, 
Ed  Klein,  George  Harvey,  Glendon  Allvine, 
John  Flinn,  Paul  Lazarus  sr.,  and  Arthur 


James.  The  next  meeting  is  set  for  Octo- 
ber 19,  same  place  and  time. 

Leon  Netter  and  Leonard  Goldenson, 
Paramount  circuit  executives,  have  re- 
turned to  the  home  office  after  a two- 
week  plane  tour  to  most  of  the  chain’s 
partners  . . . R.  V.  Anderson,  assistant  to 
short  subject  sales  manager  Harry  Mich- 
alson  of  RKO,  is  on  a tour  of  southern 
exchanges  . . . Add  visitors  to  the  Para- 
mount World’s  Fair  lounge'.  Marie  Deutsch, 
daughter  of  Lewis  Deutsch  of  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  the  E.  F.  Bradys  of  San 
Benito,  Texas,  and  the  George  L.  Thorn- 
tons of  Norfolk,  Va.  . . . Russell  Holman, 
Paramount’s  eastern  story  head,  has  re- 
turned from  a visit  to  the  Max  Fleischer 
studios  in  Miami. 

Howard  Harris,  brother  of  Mutual’s  Ra- 
dio, has  joined  the  Robert  Bencliley  show 
as  a gag  writer  for  the  comedian’s  new 
program.  He  recently  completed  38  weeks 
on  the  Phil  Baker  program  . . . Roger  C. 
Clement  of  the  Paramount  legal  staff 
docked  on  the  Manhattan  Saturday.  He 
has  been  abroad  since  early  July,  primar- 
ily on  the  Odeon  deal  . . . William  Le 
Baron  is  stopping  at  the  Plaza  . . . Alex- 
ander Korda’s  wife.  Merle  Oberon,  was 
among  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam  arrivals  . . . 
Leo  A.  Pollock  is  now  director  of  public 
relations  for  the  Wire  Broadcasting  Co.  of 
America  . . . Tommy  Walker  of  the  Liber- 
man Flag  and  Valance  Co.  has  recovered 
from  a serious  accident  and  will  be  calling 
cn  his  theatrical  accounts  in  a short  time. 

Harry  Shaw,  New  England  division  man- 
ager for  Loew’s,  was  in  town  Thursday 
for  a few  hours  and  talked  about  his  cold 
and  the  weight  he  dropped  in  the  last  few 
months  . . . Murray  Silverstone  left  for 
the  coast  Friday  on  what  he  says  will  be 
a short  trip  . . . Bill  Melniker  has  been 
bothered  by  a cold  for  the  last  few  days 
and  that  is  the  reason  for  an  overcoat 
while  the  sun  shines  . . . Nick  Schenck, 
Bob  Rubin  and  Charles  Moskowitz  made 
a Loew’s  threesome  at  lunch  Thursday 
noon  . . . Ben  Joel’s  son,  formerly  of 
Loew’s,  has  opened  his  own  photographic 
studios  under  the  name  of  Mercury  Photo- 
grapher. 

Six  Summer  Situations 
Close  for  the  Winter 

New  York  — Six  closings  of  summer 
houses  marked  the  week’s  theatre  activity 
in  the  metropolitan  area. 

The  Newberry  circuit  has  shut  down 
four  in  New  Jersey:  The  Ocean.  Asbury 
Park;  Lavelette,  Lavette;  Belmar.  Bel- 
mar,  and  the  Grove,  Point  Pleasant. 

Irv  Retmer  has  closed  down  two  Long 
Island  houses,  the  Boardwalk,  Averne,  and 
the  Edgemere,  Edgemere. 

Burial  in  Philadelphia 
For  Mrs.  Hiram  Abrams 

Philadelphia  — Mrs.  Hiram  Abrams, 
widow  of  the  former  president  of  UA,  was 
buried  here  Monday.  Following  Abrams’ 
death  in  November,  1926,  she  lived  in 
Portland,  Me.,  and  recently  took  up  resi- 
dence here.  Abrams  was  head  of  UA  al- 
most from  the  company’s  inception  in 
April.  1919,  until  his  death. 


IRKCIHIIMIOMID) 

^HE  annual  Virginia  State  Fair,  which 

was  held  the  past  week,  took  most  of 
the  ready  change  from  the  regulars,  as 
usual,  and  the  theatres  suffered  greatly  at 
the  boxoffice.  In  addition,  the  U.  S.  Ma- 
rine Band  gave  two  concerts  at  the 
Mosque  with  special  inducements  for  the 
school  children  at  the  matinee  . . . Two 
war  pictures  were  in  town.  At  the  State, 
“Road  to  Glory,”  Fox  reissue,  and  at  the 
Park,  “Forgotten  Men.”  The  Colonial  also 
had  a fight  picture,  though  quite  differ- 
ent, Louis  and  Pastor. 

Garrett  Leahey,  manager  of  the  West- 
hampton,  has  moved  with  his  family  into 
a new  home  on  the  Northside  . . . Wil- 
liam Rippard,  owner  of  the  Eaeo  and  Lee 
in  Farmville,  sent  his  daughter,  Norma 
Lee.  to  the  Mary  Baldwin  College  in 
Staunton  . . . Lorenza  Fells,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Lichtman  Hippodrome,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Harrison  in  Lynch- 
burg, being  succeeded  by  Lorenza  Minor, 
and  Homer  Price,  doorman  of  the  Booker 
T,  has  been  promoted  as  relief  manager 
of  the  Richmond  Lichtman  theatres  . . . 
A new  Winter  Bowling  League  was  or- 
ganized last  Monday  night  at  Haskins 
Bowling  Center. 

Leon  Nelson  jr.,  Warner  checker  and 
champion  golfer  of  the  Lakeside  Club,  de- 
fended his  title  successfully  last  Sunday 
. . . Brock  Whitlock,  assistant  manager 
of  Loew’s  Capitol,  Washington,  visited 
town  on  his  day  off  last  week  . . . John 
Walker  has  joined  the  service  staff  at  the 
Westhampton,  succeeding  Louis  Farber, 
who  returned  to  college  . . . Tlie  newest 
link  in  the  Neighborhood  Theatres  chain, 
the  Buckingham  in  Arlington,  will  open 
this  week  . . . Joe  Fields,  who  is  one  of 
the  ushers  at  the  Byrd,  has  taken  up 
flying  and  expects  to  be  a full-fledged 
flyer  soon. 

Herman  Kaplin,  manager  of  the  Cen- 
tury in  Petersburg . visited  his  home  town 
the  other  day  . . . Tom  Pitts,  manager. 
East  End  and  Patrick  Henry,  visited  Fred- 
ericksburg . . . Conrad  McRee,  assistarit 
manager  of  the  State,  will  marry  Marion 
Whiteside  on  October  14  . . . Tommy 
Grissom  has  been  promoted  to  house  man- 
ager of  the  Elt07i  in  Norfolk,  succeeding 
Isadore  Rooks. 

Suit  Against  S.  A,  Lynch 
Revealed  in  Quiz  Plea 

New  York — Application  by  David  Stone- 
man,  Boston  attorney,  to  examine  Stephen 
A.  Lynch,  former  Paramount  director,  be- 
fore trial,  reveals  a $250,000  suit  against 
the  latter  in  the  supreme  court. 

'The  action  is  based  on  alleged  unpaid 
legal  services  to  Lynch  and  to  Paramount 
Publix  Corp.  from  February  1,  1933- July 
2,  1936.  The  former  director  has  entered 
a general  denial. 


See  Three-Week  "Bali"  Run 

New  York — With  a reported  $61,000  for 
the  first  week  of  “Honeymoon  in  Bali” 
coupled  with  Glen  Miller’s  orchestra,  the 
Paramount  management  figures  the  film 
to  hold  a third  week. 
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"Forced”  Wage  Increases  Are 
Granted  to  Studio  Workers 


20th-Fox  Employes 
In  War  Study 

An  employes  cooperative  committee 
has  been  formed  at  the  20th  Century- 
Fox  studio  to  work  with  the  manage- 
ment in  making  wartime  adjustments. 

A complete  study  of  the  situation  and 
recommendations  for  meeting  the  emer- 
gency are  contemplated.  The  com- 
mittee: 

Tyrone  Power,  Binnie  Barnes,  Cesar 
Romero,  Henry  King,  Walter  Lang, 
Allan  Dwan,  Harry  Tugend,  Philip 
Dunne,  Sam  Heilman,  Ralph  Dietrich, 
Buddy  Erickson,  Robert  Webb,  Leon 
Shamroy,  Frank  Beetson,  Bill  Ihnen, 
Harry  Joe  Brown,  Raymond  Griffith  and 
Gene  Markey, 

Labor  Scale  Details 
Demand  Attention 

A renewed  burst  of  activity  in  connec- 
tion with  the  industry’s  many-faceted  la- 
bor front  is  on  schedule  for  the  Hays  of- 
fice now  that  Pat  Casey,  chieftain  of  the 
producer-labor  contact  division,  has  again 
checked  in  after  an  extended  sojourn  in 
New  York. 

Item  number  one  on  Casey’s  docket,  call- 
ing for  his  immediate  attention,  was  a 
scheduled  series  of  conferences  with 
lATSE  representatives  to  map,  in  detail, 
a scale  of  hours,  classifications  and  work- 
ing conditions  for  12,000  studio  employes 
for  whom  the  lA  obtained  a 10  per  cent 
wage  increase  under  penalty  of  a threat- 
ened nation-wide  strike.  A review  of  the 
entire  situation,  including  contract  nego- 
tiations by  several  lesser  crafts,  is  being 
presented  Casey  by  his  lieutenant,  Victor 
Clarke,  who  sat  in  for  him  during  Casey’s 
absence. 

Officers  of  the  association  had  met  in 
emergency  session  before  Casey’s  arrival 
and  reached  an  agreement  with  the  lA  at 
that  time. 

Meantime  Will  Hays  departed,  as  per 
schedule,  for  New  York,  terminating  his 
Hollywood  visit  without  attempting  to 
chart  a course  of  action  for  the  industry 
in  face  of  the  European  war  situation.  One 
of  his  first  moves  upon  arriving  two  weeks 
ago  had  been  to  call  a general  association 
meeting,  but  which  was  canceled  almost 
immediately  and  never  held. 


Accompanied  by  reverberations  from  the 
producers’  camp  deploring  the  set  of  con- 
ditions under  which  the  demands  were 
met,  Hollywood  threaded  its  way  through 
another  threatened  nation-wide  industry 
strike  by  signing  an  armistice  with  the 
powerful  lATSE  under  which  some  12,000 
studio  workers  will  immediately  receive 
wage  increases  of  10  per  cent. 

E.  J.  Marmix,  who  headed  the  producers’ 
negotiating  committee,  hastened  to  am- 
plify the  previous  announcement  that  the 
wage  increase  had  been  granted  by  de- 
claring in  a formal  statement  that  the  ac- 
tion “was  not  voluntary:  it  was  forced.” 
Mannix  explained  that  the  producers  “felt 
they  had  no  choice  but  to  yield”  because 
they  knew  that  a strike  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  “at  this  critical  time  would 
bring  economic  disaster  to  upwards  of  200,- 
000  workers,  and  might  spell  min  to  the 
industry  itself.” 

Unyieldingly  Rejected 

Touching  upon  the  long  negotiations 
with  the  lATSE,  Mannix  claimed  that  the 
producers’  arguments,  in  which  they  pre- 
sented “plain  facts  and  figures  which 
show  the  injustice  and  danger  of  adding 
to  industry  costs  at  a time  when  industry 
revenues  are  decreasing  to  the  point  of 
disaster,”  were  unanimously  and  unyield- 
ingly rejected  by  the  lA  committee,  head- 
ed by  William  Bioff.  He  pointed  out  the 
only  compromise  obtained  was  accept- 
ance of  a 10  per  cent  increase  instead  of 
20  per  cent,  as  originally  demanded. 

The  lATSE,  which  launched  the  nego- 
tiations immediately  following  its  certifi- 
cation as  bargaining  agent  by  the  Na- 
tional Labor  Relations  Board,  after  it  de- 
feated the  United  Studio  Technicians 
Guild  in  a special  election,  had  no  com- 
ment to  make  in  rebuttal.  Only  an- 
nouncement from  Bioff  was  that  remain- 
ing details  of  the  working  pact  are  to  be 
worked  out  next  week  when  conferences 
with  Mannix  and  his  committee  are  re- 
sumed. 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that 
from  $2,000,000  to  $3,000,000  annually  will 
be  added  to  studio  payrolls — from  $40,000 
to  $60,000  weekly.  Unofficial  statisticians 
submitted  figures  showing  that  this 
amount,  a large  share  of  which  must,  of 
necessity,  be  added  to  production  costs  on 


each  of  the  approximately  500  pictures  on 
1939-40  slates,  will  add  anything  from 
$2,000  to  $8,000  to  the  negative  cost  of 
each  film. 

Producers  had  previously  pointed  out  to 
lA  negotiators  that  a salary  raise  of  this 
size  would  necessitate  purging  the  payrolls 
of  non-union  workers  to  the  bone  to  meet 
the  increased  expense. 

Following  notification  by  the  NLRB  that 
it  had  overruled  protests  of  the  USTG, 
filed  after  the  election,  lA  leaders  con- 
ferred with  USTG  committeemen  and  an- 
nounced plans  to  take  action  against  the 
ringleaders  of  the  rival  faction.  At  the 
same  time  they  gave  assurances  that  the 
rank-and-file  of  USTG  members  will  not 
be  penalized. 

Latest  developments  on  the  lATSE 
front: 

Frank  Strickling,  coast  representative, 
planed  to  New  York  to  confer  with  Presi- 
dent George  Browne  regarding  future  pol- 
icies for  the  11  lA  studio  locals.  Thomas 
C.  Bryan  has  resigned  as  business  repre- 
sentative of  lA  local  683,  with  no  succes- 
sor yet  named. 

Among  other  labor  sectors: 

Ralph  Morgan  is  unopposed  for  re-elec- 
tion as  president  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  at  its  forthcoming  annual  balloting 
session,  set  for  October  1.  The  nominat- 
ing committee  also  recommended  all  other 
incumbent  officers  for  re-election,  includ- 
ing James  Cagney,  first  vice-president: 
Joan  Crawford,  second  vice-president:  Ed- 
ward Arnold,  third  vice-president:  Porter 
Hall,  treasurer:  and  Paul  Harvey,  record- 
ing secretary. 

Kenneth  Thomson,  SAG  executive  sec- 
retary, sails  for  Honolulu  October  5 for  a 
vacation,  which  was  recommended  by  the 
board  of  directors,  following  his  exhaus- 
tive work  in  connection  with  settling  the 
AAAA-IATSE  jurisdictional  tilt. 

The  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Art  Di- 
rectors plans  to  hold  a general  member- 
ship meeting  shortly  to  discuss  plans 
whereby  a working  contract  can  be  ne- 
gotiated with  the  producers.  The  Screen 
Cartoonists  Guild  will  hold  a meeting  Oc- 
tober 1 to  determine  whether  the  group 
shall  affiliate  with  the  studio  painters. 
Total  membership  comprises  nearly  400. 
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Federal  Grand  Jury  Starts  Its 
Exhaustive  Industry  Probe 


Set  to  hear  testimony  from  a long  pa- 
rade of  witnesses  comprising  studio  ex- 
ecutives, union  leaders  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  film  industry,  the  long- 
expected  federal  grand  jury  session  is  well 
underway.  Under  the  direction  of  Charles 
H.  Carr,  assistant  U.  S.  attorney-general, 
an  exhaustive  probe  into  charges  of  labor 
racketeering,  possible  income  tax  evasions 
and  various  corporate  affairs  within  the 
film  industry  is  being  conducted. 

First  to  be  subpoenaed  and  to  appear 
before  the  grand  jury  were  Victor  Clarke, 
producer-labor  contact  and  an  official  of 
the  Hays  organization;  William  Goetz,  as- 
sistant to  Darryl  Zanuck  at  20th  Centui'y- 
Fox,  and  William  Dover,  until  recently  an 
executive  of  that  studio. 

Although  Carr  himself  was  not  avail- 
able for  comment,  a spokesman  for  him 
declared  subpoenaes  had  also  been  issued 
for  Joseph  Carpenter,  president  of  the 
lATSE’s  defunct  Local  37;  Guy  Cooper  and 


Coasl  in  Tributes  to 
Memory  of  Laemmle 


The  passing  of  Carl  Laemmle  evoked  a 
flood  of  tributes  from  leading  figures  here 
to  the  veteran  producer  and  one  of  the 
industry’s  founders.  Some  of  the  coast 
statements  appear  on  pages  24  and  25  of 
this  issue  with  details  of  Laemmle’s  life. 
Others  are  reproduced  herewith; 

“The  influence  of  Carl  Laemmle  upon 
this  industry  to  which  he  devoted  so  many 
of  his  years  is  inestimable.  During  his 
long  career  as  a motion  picture  leader  all 
of  us  learned  to  respect  and  love  him.  We 
mourn  the  passing  of  a colorful,  and 
courageous  associate.  To  his  family  we 
express  our  deepest  sympathy  in  their  per- 
sonal loss.” — Members  of  the  Producers 
Association. 

“The  entire  motion  picture  industry, 
even  to  the  far  ends  of  the  world,  is  sad- 
dened by  the  death  of  Carl  Laemmle.  And 
when  everyone  in  a great,  many-branched 
industry  mourns  a man  you  know  his 
value  as  a man,  a leader  and  a true  friend.” 
— Al  Lichtman. 

“The  death  of  Carl  Laemmle  is  the  loss 
of  a beloved  personal  friend.  I am  not 
alone  in  my  sadness  over  the  passing  of 
so  kindly  and  helpful  a man.  Eveiyone 
who  knew  Uncle  Carl  mourns  his  death. 
But  this  sincere  grief  goes  far  beyond 
those  who  had  contacts  with  him.  ft 
stretched  throughout  the  motion  picture 
business  for  Carl  Laemmle  was  a friend 
of  the  entire  industry.” — E.  J.  Mannix. 

“It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  Uncle 
Carl  has  crossed  to  the  Great  Beyond. 
This  great  pioneer  played  an  important 
part  in  the  development  of  our  industry, 
from  the  time  pictures  were  being  made 


Jeff  Kibre,  also  of  that  local;  William 
Bioff,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  lA’s  west 
coast  operations,  and  Herbert  Sorrell, 
business  manager  of  the  studio  painters. 
Studio  executives  whom  Carr’s  spokesman 
said  would  be  first  to  be  called  are  Darryl 
Zanuck,  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Joseph  M. 
Schenck.  Also  to  be  subpoenaed  are  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  in- 
cluding Robert  Montgomery,  past  presi- 
dent; Aubrey  Blair  and  Kenneth  Thom- 
son, executive  secretary. 

Indications  that  the  hearing  will  be  a 
lengthy  one  came  when  one  of  Carr’s 
aides  declared  service  on  Schenck  will 
probably  be  obtained  through  counsel,  as 
the  20th  Century-Fox  executive  has  just 
embarked  on  a tour  of  Latin-America 
from  which  he  will  not  return  for  three 
weeks. 

Carr  spent  nearly  a month  here  before 
the  grand  jury  was  impanelled,  gathering 
data  to  be  presented  the  federal  body. 


for  nickleodeons,  to  this  day  when  they 
have  reached  their  important  position  in 
the  cinema  theatres  of  the  world. 

“Carl  Laemmle  was  beloved  by  countless 
numbers  to  whom  he  was  so  sympathetic 
and  helpful,  and  I know  that  a great  many 
in  the  industry  will  feel  a deep  personal 
loss  in  his  passing. 

“I  am  confident  that  the  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy of  everyone  connected  with  motion 
pictures  in  California,  as  well  as  else- 
where, goes  to  the  members  of  his  imme- 
diate family,  to  whom  he  was  so  devoted.” 
— Louis  B.  Mayer. 

“Carl  Laemmle  will  be  mourned  through- 
out the  world  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  film  industry,  but  his  loss  in  Holly- 
wood will  be  more  keenly  felt  for  his  great 
and  kindly  heart  and  his  benign  personal- 
ity.”— Darryl  F.  Zanuck. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  suffers  a 
great  loss  in  the  passing  of  Carl  Laemmle. 
Hollywood  owes  a great  debt  to  the  man 
whose  standing  in  the  community  is  best 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  everybody  called 
him  ‘Uncle  Carl.’  Even  among  the  cour- 
ageous band  of  pioneers  who  laid  so  well 
the  foundation  for  today’s  great  industry, 
Carl  Laemmle  was  outstanding.” — Y.  Frank 
Freeman. 

“Death  has  removed  one  of  the  indus- 
try’s truly  great  figures  in  the  passing  of 
Carl  Laemmle.  It  is  a severe  loss  for  the 
thousands  who  knew  him  and  regarded 
him  with  a deep  affection.” — Jack  L.  War- 
ner. 

“The  passing  of  Carl  Laemmle  sr.  takes 
from  the  Hollywood  scene  a courageous 
pioneer  and  champion  of  the  independent. 
The  industi'y  needs  more  men  with  his 
spirit.” — Walter  Wanger. 

“Few  men  have  contributed  as  much  to 
any  one  industry  as  Carl  Laemmle  did  to 
the  motion  picture  business.  He  was  a 
symbol  of  showmanship  because  of  his  un- 
canny ability  to  interpret  public  desires 


in  the  matter  of  entertainment.  A pioneer 
in  this  great  business,  he  leaves  the  rich 
heritage  of  a record  that  will  always  be 
an  inspiration  to  those  who  follow  in  his 
footsteps.” — Edward  Small. 

“The  death  of  Carl  Laemmle  marks  the 
passing  of  a true  pioneer,  whose  deter- 
mined spirit  reflected  his  faith  in  an  in- 
fant industry.  He  lived  to  see  that  faith 
justified.  His  achievements  for  the  mo- 
tion picture  business  are  a great  monu- 
ment to  the  man.  The  memory  of  Carl 
Laemmle  will  serve  always  as  an  inspira- 
tion to  those  who  follow  in  his  footsteps.” 
— Samuel  Goldwyn. 

“While  Carl  Laemmle  had  been  inactive 
for  several  years,  his  influence  still  was 
tremendous  in  Hollywood,  and  the  indus- 
try win  miss  him.” — Pandro  Berman. 

“ ‘Uncle  Carl’  was  always  at  his  best 
when  things  looked  blackest.  All  of  us 
will  miss  his  courageous  decisions  and 
friendly  advice,  and  his  real  genius  for 
leadership.” — Leo  McCarey. 

“Carl  Laemmle  is  gone,  but  he  will  al- 
ways live  in  the  memories  of  thousands  in 
Hollywood  who  knew  and  loved  him  as  one 
of  the  kindliest  of  men.” — Gregory  La 
Cava. 

“Hollywood  mourns  the  loss  of  one  of 
its  most  colorful  figures  in  the  death  of 
Carl  Laemmle.  Everyone  who  came  in 
contact  with  him  was  a better  person  for 
it.” — David  Butler. 

“It  doesn’t  seem  possible  that  ‘Uncle 
Carl’  is  gone  forever.  His  kindness  and 
sweetness  of  soul  will  remain  enshrined  in 
all  our  hearts  and  our  memories.” — Wil- 
liam Goetz. 

“The  passing  of  Mr.  Laemmle  is  a source 
of  great  sorrow  to  all  who  grew  up  in  the 
picture  business,  and  knew  him  as  one  of 
the  great  and  best-beloved  pioneers.” — 
David  O.  Selznick. 

“For  as  long  as  motion  pictures  exist, 
the  great  influence  which  Carl  Laemmle 
exerted  toward  their  advancement  will  be 
felt.  Uncle  Carl  has  left  a mark  of  the 
greatness  of  the  screen  which  will  last  for 
generations  to  come.” — Sam  Katz. 

“The  influence  of  this  highly  respected 
pioneer  of  the  movie  industry  will  long 
be  felt,  for  he  was  a leader  in  work  and 
in  deed.” — M.  J.  Siegel. 

“The  motion  picture  industry  has  lost 
not  only  one  of  its  most  valued  pioneers, 
but  also  a sincere  friend.” — Scott  Dunlap. 


New  Series  Grows 

Third  in  its  scheduled  series  of  13  two- 
reel  musicals  has  gone  into  production  at 
Universal  under  the  title  “An  Old  Span- 
ish Custom.”  Milton  Schwarzwald  is  su- 
pervising and  Larry  Ceballos  is  handling 
the  megaphone.  Wini  Shaw  has  the  top- 
line. 


Arrives  for  Study 

The  seventh  officer  to  be  sent  here  un- 
der the  cooperative  training  program  car- 
ried on  between  the  War  Department  and 
the  Academy  Research  Council,  Lieut. 
Harry  J.  Lewis,  of  the  U.  S.  Army  Signal 
Corps,  has  arrived  for  a six-month  study 
course. 
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The  second  phase  of  industry  re- 
action to  the  European  War — in 
which  the  film  capital  is  willing  to 
tight  to  the  last  Frenchman — has 
brought  a flood  of  bickering,  buck- 
passing and  individual  self-protection- 
al  gestures  the  like  of  which  has  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  been  paralleled.  So  con- 
fusing are  the  varied  and  conflicting 
attitudes  becoming  that  changing  the 
fair  and  famous  name  of  Hollywood 
to  Babel  might  not  be  amiss. 

At  the  very  outset,  most  major  com- 
pany executives  raced  each  other  to 
see  who  could  be  first  to  burst  into 
print  with  statements  to  the  effect  that, 
despite  the  obvious  need  for  econo- 
mies, because  of  restricted  foreign 
markets  and  revenues,  there  would 
be  no  curtailment  in  the  quality  or 
quantity  of  product;  there  would  be  no 
drastic  cuts  in  salaries;  there  would 
be  no  great  trimming  in  studio  per- 
sonnel. The  necessary  economy  trick 
was  to  be  done  in  its  entirety  with  mir- 
rors, which  looking-glasses  were  to  be 
fabricated  "through  the  elimination  of 
waste  and  non-essential  expenses," 
and  "through  closer  cooperation  and 
better  understanding"  between  the 
various  groups  of  toilers  in  the  cellu- 
loid brickyards. 

In  view  of  which  optimistic,  Polly- 
anna-ish  and  decidedly  nebulous  dec- 
larations from  filmdom's  brass  hats, 
subsequent  developments  become  un- 
usually amusing.  Their  highlights,  in 
more  or  less  chronological  order,  fol- 
low: 

No  sooner  had  the  ink  dried  on  the 
"no-payroll-cuts"  assurances  than 
most  studio  personnels  were  purged 
with  a thoroughness  that  would  hove 
been  a credit  to  Hitler.  While,  for  ob- 
vious reasons,  it  is  impossible  to  as- 
certain the  exact  aggregate  number 
of  dismissal  notices  resulting,  it  has 
been  conservatively  estimated  in  ex- 
cess of  2,000.  That  the  use  of  the  ax 
was  substantially  limited  to  stenog- 
raphers, janitors,  commissary  wait- 
resses, publicity  men  and  other  under- 

Russell  Birdwell  Again 
Is  Selznick  Publicist 

David  O.  Selznick  has  re-engaged  Rus- 
sell Birdwell  as  publicity  counselor  for 
Selznick  International,  effective  imme- 
diately, to  supervise  the  activities  of  the 
studio’s  advertising-publicity  department. 

BirdweU,  who  was  publicity-advertising 
director  for  the  studio  for  more  than 
three  years,  and  Selznick  were  scheduled 
to  go  into  immediate  huddles  concerning 
the  selection  of  an  active  head  of  the  de- 
partment to  replace  Bill  Hebert. 

Birdwell  will  continue  to  operate  his  own 
publicity  and  exploitation  organization. 


lings  can  be  considered  significant  at 
this  point. 

Following  this  initial  and  compara- 
tively unimportant  indication  of  the 
lack  of  thought — or  was  it  lack  of 
sincerity? — which  entered  into  the  first 
war  communiques  from  the  studios' 
general  headquarter^,  incidents  fol- 
lowed in  rapid  succession  to  add  to 
the  general  confusion  and  to  prove  be- 
yond doubt  that  the  high  commands 
would  have  shown  better  judgment  to 
act  first  and  talk  later.  These  inci- 
dents have  been  so  widely  publicized 
that  amplification  is  unnecessary. 
Outstanding  among  them  were; 

The  reaction  of  Hollywood's  three 
leading  guilds — actors,  writers  and  di- 
rectors— to  the  rather  urgent  sugges- 
tion of  Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the 
ITOA  of  New  York,  that  they  ask  their 
members  to  accept  voluntary  salary 
cuts  in  order  to  shoulder  part  of  the 
burden  imposed  by  the  loss  of  foreign 
markets.  The  Guilds  unanimously  re- 
jected Brandt's  plea  and  declared  no 
pay  cuts  are  being,  or  will  be,  con- 
templated. 

Samuel  Goldwyn's  declaration  that 
a joint  fact-finding  committee  should 
be  created  by  the  SAG,  SDG,  SWG 
and  the  producers  association  to  study 
all  phases  of  the  crisis  and  work  out 
a remedy,  and  that  "wholesale  firing 
of  employes"  is  not  the  solution.  Jos- 
eph M.  Schenck  immediately  replied 
that  Goldwyn's  idea  is  sound,  his  an- 
alysis accurate,  but  that  it  was  a bit 
premature.  He  suggested  the  industry 
wait  until  "all  necessary  information 
is  at  hand."  The  SAG  informed  Gold- 
wyn  it  would  cooperate  in  any  way 
possible.  The  SWG  held  to  Schenck's 
theory  that  Goldwyn  is  "premature." 
No  answer  has  yet  been  forthcoming 
from  the  SDG. 

And  not  to  be  outdone  in  the  mat- 
ter of  panacean  suggestions,  Mr. 
Schenck  hastened  into  print  with  a 
plan  of  his  own,  which,  in  effect,  told 
the  exhibitors  of  the  country  that  a 
sizeable  slice  of  the  burdens  which  the 
war  has  inflicted  upon  the  industry 
rests  upon  their  individual  and  collec- 
tive shoulders  and  undertook  to  im- 
press them  with  the  necessity  of  giv- 
ing extended  playing  time  and  in- 


tensified exploitation  to  current  prod- 
uct so  that  increased  revenues  from 
the  domestic  market  will  compensate 
for  the  loss  of  foreign  rentals  thus 
enabling  the  producers  to  maintain 
present  budgetary  production  stand- 
ards. While  the  circuit  operators 
seemed  to  agree,  the  majority  of  inde- 
pendent showmen  greeted  the  state- 
ment with  a loud  and  resounding 
"boo." 

The  disclosure  that  the  salaries  of  all 
RKO  Radio  employes,  both  here  and 
in  the  homeoffice,  who  draw  more 
than  $90  weekly  are  to  be  slashed. 
President  George  Schaefer's  announce- 
ment to  this  effect,  made  in  New  York, 
drew  bitter  rebuttal  by  industry 
spokesmen  here. 

The  powerful  lATSE,  taking  imme- 
diate advantage  of  its  certification  as 
exclusive  bargaining  agent  for  12,000 
studio  workers  by  the  national  labor 
relations  board,  forthwith  issuing  a 
strike  ultimatum  if  their  demands  for 
wage  increases  were  not  met  right 
away,  and  producers'  capitulation  to 
the  extent  of  a 10  per  cent  salary  boost. 

Which  brought  forth  the  piece  de 
resistance  of  the  none-too-festive  Hol- 
lywood-at-war  menu,  the  now  historic, 
"we  was  robbed"  statement  from  the 
producers,  in  which  E.  J.  Mannix,  who 
headed  the  negotiating  committee,  set 
forth  in  no  uncertain  terms  the  claim 
that  the  producers  were  "forced"  into 
the  situation  and  yielded  because  of 
the  "economic  disaster"  that  would 
follow  a strike  in  the  industry  "at  this 
critical  time." 

From  which  but  one  conclusion  can 
be  drawn.  Exhibitors  and  the  public 
alike  will  accept  with  less  question 
and  misgiving  Hollywood's  statements 
that  it  is  trying  to  adjust  itself  to  a 
wartime  operations  basis,  without  the 
curtailment  of  product  quality,  if  Hol- 
lywood would  proceed  about  the  busi- 
ness of  making  such  adjustments  with 
a little  less  of  its  characteristic  and 
highly  contradictory  ballyhoo  and 
bickering. 


Dorothy  Arzner  Pilot 
On  "Angela  Is  22" 

Jack  Skirball  and  John  Wildberg  have 
ticketed  Dorothy  Arzner,  only  feminine 
motion  picture  director,  to  pilot  their  first 
Knickerbocker  production,  “Angela  Is  22,” 
for  Columbia  release.  Script  of  the  Sin- 
clair Lewis  play  will  be  written  by  Zoe 
Akins. 

Wildberg,  here  for  conferences  with  Skir- 
ball, remains  a week  longer  to  complete 
casting  for  the  picture  and  will  then  fol- 
low his  partner  east.  Producers  have  not 
yet  definitely  decided  whether  to  film  the 
picture  here  or  in  New  York. 
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Plots  "Andy  Panda" — 

On  a humor  mission  is  Walter  Lantz, 
Universal  cartoon  producer,  shown 
here  at  the  Chicago  airport.  He  visited 
the  Brookfield  Zoo  to  observe  the 
antics  of  the  celebrated  panda.  Mei- 
Mei.  as  a guide  to  the  introduction  of 
“Andy  Panda.”  his  newest  character. 
The  first  in  the  series  will  deal  with 
Andy,  his  mama  and  papa,  and  a 
mean-tempered  turtle. 

Ben  Judell  Casting 
Third  Production 

Swinging  into  action  in  earnest,  Ben 
Judell’s  Producers  Pictures  Corp.  has  be- 
gun casting  for  its  third  feature,  "Buried 
Alive,”  to  maintain  the  rapid  production 
pace  initiated  some  weeks  ago.  Its  first, 
"Torture  Ship,”  now  is  being  edited,  and 
"Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin"  is  well  underway 
at  Grand  National  studios  under  direction 
of  Sherman  Scott. 

"Buried  Alive,”  a prison  story  which  will 
be  concerned  primarily  with  prison  offi- 
cials and  their  lives  and  careers,  is  an  orig- 
inal story  by  George  Ulman  jr.,  scripted 
by  George  Bricker,  and  will  be  directed  by 
Victor  Halperin,  who  navigated  "Torture 
Ship.” 

With  Bert  Sternbach,  its  general  man- 
ager, reporting  that  Judell’s  Prescott, 
Ariz.,  studio,  now  under  construction,  will 
be  ready  to  function  early  in  October, 
plans  are  already  being  laid  for  a "Bobby 
Clark  Day”  to  signalize  the  completion  of 
the  first  of  an  eight-picture  series  of 
"Sagebrush  Family”  westerns  which  will 
be  produced  at  the  Arizona  plant.  Bobby. 
13-year-old  junior  cowboy  champion,  will 
be  featured  in  the  series.  The  celebra- 
tion will  comprise  a street  parade  in  which 
the  cast  of  the  Clark  picture,  Tim  McCoy, 
George  Houston,  real  cowboys,  Indians, 
American  Legionnaires  and  other  civic 
groups  will  participate.  Occasion  will  be 
climaxed  by  a Spanish  barbecue  at  the 
new  studio. 


Breach  of  Contract  Suit 
Filed  Against  Pascal 

Gabriel  Pascal  and  Pascal  Film  Produc- 
tions. Ltd.,  have  been  charged  with  breach 
of  contract  and  are  asked  to  pay  dam- 
ages totaling  more  than  $32,000,  in  a suit 
filed  in  superior  court  on  behalf  of  Ro- 
land Young  and  Paul  Lukas  by  M.  L.  Ste- 
venson, assignee. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  Young  and 
Lukas  were  signed  for  roles  in  Pascal’s 
"Doctor's  Dilemma,”  which  was  to  have 
been  produced  in  London  in  June.  1939, 
and  that  the  actors  were  ready  to  comply 
with  their  side  of  the  agreement,  but  that 
Pascal  thereafter  canceled  plans  for  the 
production  and  terminated  the  contracts 
he  had  signed  with  the  plaintiffs.  Steven- 
son, represented  by  the  legal  firm  of  Gang 
and  Kopp,  asks  $25,000  as  six  weeks’  sal- 
ary for  Young:  $6,000  in  salary  for  Lukas, 
and  $1,073  for  transportation  to  and  from 
London  for  the  latter. 


The  Nineteenth  Hole — 

Y.  Frank  Freeman,  left,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  Paramount’s  studio 
operations,  and  George  L.  Bagnall,  stu- 
dio manager,  enjoy  a bit  of  refresh- 
ment at  the  Brentwood  Country  Club 
during  the  studio  club's  recent  golf 
tournament.  Bagiiall  bagged  a 90, 
Freeman  100. 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  Is 
Put  Back  in  the  Mill 

"Gone  With  the  Wind,”  given  its  first 
sneak  preview  a short  time  ago,  has  gone 
back  into  work  at  Selznick  International, 
David  O.  Selznick  having  decided  to  spend 
several  days  filming  added  scenes.  Direc- 
tor Victor  Fleming  recalled  Vivien  Leigh 
and  Clark  Gable,  cast  principals.  At  the 
same  time  the  “Rebecca”  unit  was  split, 
with  Alfred  Hitchcock  continuing  to  di- 
rect the  cast  toppers  at  the  studio  and  D. 
Ross  Lederman  leading  a camera  crew  to 
northern  California  for  background  foot- 
age. 


Production  Forward 
With  45  in  Work 


Production  in  the  major  studios  again 
registered  a substantial  upswing,  the  gain 
coming,  for  the  third  successive  week,  in 
the  face  of  developments  in  the  conflict 
abroad.  A total  of  45  are  shooting,  with 
13  others  being  prepared  to  go  into  work 
immediately. 

Columbia  launched  “The  Street  of  Miss- 
ing Women”  and  finished  “Renegade  Law” 
to  maintain  a four-picture  pace.  “Nick 
Carter”  got  underway  at  M-G-M,  while 
“Patsy”  was  sent  to  the  cutting  room,  leav- 
ing the  studio  with  five  in  work.  Mono- 
gram grounded  “Danger  Plight”  and  has 
one  other  picture  in  production. 

“The  Road  to  Singapore”  and  “Opened 
by  Mistake”  received  the  starting  nod  at 
Paramount,  which  is  shooting  on  seven 
vehicles.  RKO  Radio  gunned  “Mexican 
Spitfire”  and  “Sunset,”  and  completed 
“Reno.”  Total  now  stands  at  eight.  Re- 
public started  “Robin  Hood  of  the  Pecos,” 
but  completed  “Abraham  Lincoln  Boggs” 
and  “Jeepers  Creepers,”  its  total  thus 
dwindling  to  three  in  work. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  hit  a new  high 
by  gunning  “Little  Old  New  York”  and  “He 
Married  His  Wife.”  A peak  total  of  ten  is 
being  filmed.  For  United  Artists,  Walter 
Wanger  began  “House  Across  the  Bay,” 
which,  added  to  the  activity  of  other  UA 
producers,  raises  the  total  to  six.  Universal 
is  filming  an  equal  number,  having  com- 
pleted “Vigilante  War.”  “The  Enemy  With- 
in” received  the  go  signal  at  Warner,  and 
“We  Are  Not  Alone”  was  completed.  The 
studio  is  filming  four. 


Fun  Reunion — 

Harold  Lloyd,  soon  to  start  on  his  first 
picture  under  the  RKO  Radio  banner, 
discusses  old  times  with  Comedians 
Stan  Laurel  and  Oliver  Hardy,  whose 
latest  picture,  “Flying  Deuces,”  is  an 
RKO  release.  Lloyd’s  initial  RKO  pro- 
duction is  “Chasing  Rainbows.” 
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Effective  Neutrality 
Progressives'  Aim 

After  capturing  a goodly  share  of  the 
spotlight  playing  on  the  film  colony’s  lib- 
eral activity  through  the  staging  of  its 
annual  membership  meeting,  which  was 
held  last  week,  the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi 
League  has  relinquished  the  center  of  the 
stage  temporarily  for  a breathing  spell, 
entrusting  the  furthering  of  progressive 
measures  to  its  kindred  organizations. 

Their  chief  concern,  at  present,  is  the 
adoption  of  an  effective  neutrality  act 
which  will  keep  America  permanently  out 
of  war,  and  for  the  adoption  of  which  they 
are  conducting  a lively  campaign.  To  this 
end  the  American  Union  for  Concerted 
Peace  Efforts  took  the  initiative  by  sched- 
uling a mass  meeting  at  Philharmonic  Au- 
ditorium. Director  W.  S.  Van  Dyke,  Mel- 
vyn  Douglas,  Herbert  Biberman  and  other 
members  of  the  film  colony,  who  are  ac- 
tive members  of  the  organization,  were 
expected  to  attend,  while  Charles  Chaplin, 
who  recently  became  a sponsor  of  the  or- 
ganization, wired  his  “best  wishes  for  the 
success  of  your  worthy  efforts.”  He  was 
unable  to  appear  because  of  the  press  of 
work  in  connection  with  his  present  pro- 
duction. 

The  HANL  confined  itself  to  routine  dis- 
trict meetings.  Irving  Pichel,  writer-ac- 
tor-director, was  chief  speaker  at  a gath- 
ering of  the  northeastern  district. 

President  Roosevelt’s  desire  to  have  At- 
torney-General Frank  Murphy  remain,  for 
the  present,  in  Washington,  forced  the 
Motion  Picture  Artists  Committee  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  its  scheduled  all-industry 
banquet.  Already  set  back  several  times, 
it  was  to  have  been  staged  September  25 
and  Murphy  was  to  have  presented  the 
first  annual  Award  of  Merit  to  the  pro- 
ducer of  the  picture  deemed  to  have  made 
the  greatest  contribution  to  democracy 
during  the  1938-39  season.  MPAC  lead- 
ers have  not  yet  determined  whether  to 
cast  about  for  a substitute  for  the  attor- 
ney-general, or  to  await  a time  when  he 
feels  he  can  safely  leave  his  desk  at  the 
nation’s  capitol. 


Baby  LeRoy  Is  Signed  for 
Paramount  Film  Lead 

Making  a comeback  at  the  age  of  seven, 
Baby  LeRoy — once  an  infant  star — has 
been  signed  for  the  leading  role  in  Para- 
mount’s “The  Biscuit  Eater,”  which  Pro- 
ducer Jack  Moss  will  film  on  location  in 
Albany,  Ga.  The  moppet,  henceforth  to 
be  billed  as  Lonnie  LeRoy,  has  been  kept 
on  the  studio’s  payroll  since  he  outgrew 
his  early  baby  roles. 


MacLaughlin  Recording 
Capra  Musical  Score 

Metro  has  loaned  Mike  MacLaughlin, 
special  recordings  chieftain,  to  Columbia 
to  supervise  the  musical  recordings  on  the 
score  for  the  Prank  Capra  production,  “Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington.” 


(2lniinatk5 


Schuyler  Sanford,  Paramount  camera- 
man, and  Gertrude  Messenger,  an  actress, 
were  married  in  Reno  and  have  returned 
to  Hollywood  following  a brief  honey- 
moon . . . Bixby  Smith,  head  of  Para- 
mount’s insurance  department,  won  first 
prize  in  the  studio  club  camera  group’s 
salon  on  “Story  Sequence.”  Bud  McQuoid, 
a projectionist,  won  first  place  in  the  “B” 
classification.  Rex  Wakefield,  president 
of  the  Southern  California  conference  of 
camera  clubs,  was  judge  and  Douglas  Rudd, 
group  chairman,  presided. 

* 

Metro’s  Studio  Club  has  presented  forty 
special  bed  table  stands  to  tubercular 
children  in  the  Los  Angeles  County  Hospi- 
tal ..  . Robert  Lord,  Warner  producer,  has 
returned  from  Lexington,  Va.,  where  he 
conferred  with  Virginia  Military  Institute 
officials  concerning  a forthcoming  service 
picture  . . . Roy  Rogers,  Republic  western 
star,  pulled  out  for  San  Francisco,  en  route 
to  New  York  for  a holiday  . . . Stuart 
Walker,  Paramount  associate  producer, 
has  checked  out  for  a two-week  vacation. 

■k 

Mervyn  LeRoy,  Metro  producer-director, 
is  vacationing  at  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
Va.,  and  plans  to  catch  several  New  York 
shows  before  returning  to  Hollywood  . . . 
Mrs.  Arthur  Loew  is  in  the  east  to  join 
her  husband,  who  recently  concluded  stu- 
dio conferences  with  M-G-M  executives 
. . . Mrs.  Andrew  Stone,  wife  of  the  Para- 
mount director,  has  recovered  from  a brief 
illness  and  has  left  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital. 

★ 

A complete  portable  electric  barbecue 
outfit,  gift  of  members  of  the  cast  and 
crew  of  his  current  picture,  uxis  presented 


James  Hogan,  Paramount  director,  on  his 
birthday. 

* 

Herman  Mankiewicz  is  back  at  Metro, 
recovered  from  a recent  automobile  acci- 
dent in  Arizona  . . . Edward  H.  Griffith 
is  scouting  locations  around  Sacramento 
for  his  next  Paramount  assignment  . . . 
Samuel  Goldwyn  has  dispatched  Gus 
Schroeder  and  Cameraman  Rudolph  Mate 
to  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  to  hunt  loca- 
tions for  his  forthcoming  Gary  Cooper 
starrer. 

* 

Louis  Lipstone,  head  of  Paramount’s 
music  dcpartmejit,  has  returned  from  Chi- 
cago, where  his  mother  is  ill  ..  . Scenar- 
ist Dudley  Nichols,  granted  a ten-day  leave 
by  Samuel  Goldwyn,  has  planed  east  . . . 
Director  Richard  Thorpe  is  back  at 
M-G-M  following  his  return  from  Eng- 
land, where  he  had  been  scheduled  to  pilot 
two  Robert  Montgomery  starrers.  Out- 
break of  war  caused  the  plans  to  be  can- 
celed. 

* 

Hal  Roach  has  returned  from  a jaunt 
to  Nevada,  where  he  scouted  locations  for 
his  next  production.  He  was  accompanied 
by  S.  S.  Van  Kuren  and  Barney  Carr. 

* 

William  Dieterle,  Warner  director,  left 
for  St.  Louis  to  gather  data  at  the  Barnes 
Hospital  there  for  his  next  assignment. 
He  returns  next  week. 


New  Simon  Assignment 

Next  Sylvan  Simon  directorial  assign- 
ment at  Metro  will  be  “Living  in  a Great 
Big  Way,”  an  Edgar  Selwyn  production 
featuring  Lana  Turner. 


En  Route  and  Arrived — 

Orson  Welles,  RKO  Radio’s  four-in-one  man  (producer,  director,  writer, 
star),  at  the  left  as  he  paused  in  Chicago  en  route  to  Hollywood  from  New 
York.  At  the  right  he  is  welcomed  at  the  studio  by  George  Stevens,  producer- 
director,  where  he  is  preparing  the  script  on  Joseph  Conrad’s  “Heart  of 
Darkness.” 
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Premieres  Still  Have  Hold 


No  surcease  is  apparent  in  the  current 
widespread  vogue  being  enjoyed  in  Holly- 
wood by  the  lavishly-bedecked,  star- 
studded,  orchids-and-ermine  world  pre- 
mieres which,  during  the  present  season, 
have  occupied  such  an  important  place  in 
the  film  colony’s  social  calendar.  With 
two  such  affairs — one,  however,  an  out- 
right and  admitted  parody — on  the  week’s 
schedule,  filmdom’s  gadabouts  also  circled 
October  4 as  the  date  for  the  next  in 
these  gala  occasions. 

No  apparent  detail  was  overlooked  by 
Warner  in  its  efforts  to  make  the  world 
premiere  of  “The  Private  Lives  of  Eliza- 
beth and  Essex’’  at  the  Beverly  Hills  Thea- 
tre one  of  the  most  noteworthy  events  of 
the  year.  Two  rows  of  circus-type  bleach- 
ers were  constructed  for  the  star-gazing 
fans.  'Tying  in  with  the  fact  that  the  pic- 
ture was  produced  in  Technicolor,  vari- 
colored searchlights  were  used  in  the  fore- 
court. Further,  a new  color  camera  de- 
signed to  take  action  stills  was  used  by  the 
Warner  publicists  for  the  first  time  to  take 
shots  of  incoming  stars  and  other  industry 
and  civic  notables. 

Among  those  attending: 

Olivia  de  Havilland,  Brenda  Marshall, 
Errol  Flynn  and  Lili  Damita,  Dolores  Del 
Rio  and  Cedric  Gibbons,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  L.  Warner,  the  Gary  Coopers,  the 
Fred  MacMurrays,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyrone 
Power,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Curtiz,  Hal 
Wallis  and  Louise  Fazenda,  Joan  Craw- 
ford, Norma  Shearer,  Marlene  Dietrich, 
Nancy  Kelly,  Cesar  Romero,  Anatole  Lit- 
vak,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
the  John  Garfields,  Claudette  Colbert, 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  and,  of  course,  Bette 
Davis,  who  stars  in  the  picture,  in  addi- 
tion to  many  others.  The  affair  was  pre- 
ceded and  followed  by  numerous  dinner 
parties.  Such  affairs  were  scheduled  by 
Miss  Davis,  Flynn.  May  Robson,  Miss  de 
Havilland  and  the  Jack  L.  Warners.  The 
latter’s  party  included  the  Donald  Crisps, 
the  Alan  Hales,  Ralph  Forbes  and  Heather 
Angel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hal  Wallis,  the  Gary 
Coopers,  the  Fred  MacMurrays,  the  Ty- 
rone Powers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Cagney 
and  the  Pat  O’Briens. 

Universal,  not  to  be  outdone,  held  the 
■‘formal’’  first-night  screening  of  “Tropic 
Fury,’’  one  of  its  series  of  Richard  Arlen- 
Andy  Devine  action  pictures,  on  the  same 
evening  at  two  theatres  in  Van  Nuys. 
Critics  and  other  kibitzers  were  solemnly 
notified  of  the  occasion  via  an  impressive 
parchment  “proclamation”  signed  by  Arlen, 
mayor  of  Sunland,  and  Devine,  honorary 
first  citizen  of  Van  Nuys.  Studio  publicists 
saw  to  it  that  floodlights,  distinguished 
guests  and  the  other  customary  trappings 
were  out  in  full  array,  but  were  forced,  at 
the  last  minute,  to  cancel  plans  whereby  a 
"special”  train  was  to  be  chartered  to 
transport  invited  guests  from  Hollywood 
to  the  San  Fernando  Valley.  Among  the 
notables  on  hand  were  such  honorary 
mayors  as  Mischa  Auer,  of  Universal  City; 
Hugh  Herbert  of  Studio  City;  A1  Jolson, 
Encino;  Marion  Marsh,  Chatsworth;  Bing 
Crosby,  Toluca  Lake;  Glenda  Farrell, 
North  Hollywood,  and  others. 

Next  on  schedule  will  be  the  premiere  of 


20th  Century-Fox’s  history  of  motion  pic- 
tures, “Hollywood  Cavalcade.”  This  will 
make  its  debut  October  4 at  the  Four  Star 
Theatre  and  will  boast  distinction  in  that 
the  entire  proceeds  of  the  first-night  will 
be  turned  over  to  the  Motion  Picture  Relief 
Fund.  The  entire  house  will  be  reserved 
at  $11  per  ducat.  Decision  to  donate  the 
revenue  to  the  Fund  was  made  because  the 
film  recapitulates  much  of  Hollywood’s 
history  and  growth,  recording  the  indus- 
try’s development  from  early  silent  days 
until  the  advent  of  sound. 

MPRF  leaders,  including  President  Jean 
Hersholt  and  James  Roosevelt,  Director 
Irving  Cummings,  Darryl  Zanuck,  William 
Goetz,  Sol  Wurtzel  and  other  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox executives;  cast  of  the  film,  in- 
cluding Don  Ameche,  Alice  Faye,  and  such 
old  timers  as  Buster  Keaton,  Ben  Tiurpin 
and  others  who  appear  in  the  picture,  and 
virtually  every  executive  and  Thespic  name 
in  Hollywood,  plan  to  appear. 

REVIEW 

FLASHES 

INTERMEZZO  (UA) — An  unusual  effort  in 
point  of  production  and  performance.  Beau- 
tifully staged,  delicately  and  artistically 
treated  and  acted.  High  class  and  distinc- 
tive in  all  departments,  acting  stands  out 
with  Leslie  Howard's  performance  in  van- 
guard. Ingrid  Bergman,  newcomer,  does 
impressively  well,  auguring  genuine  future 
for  her  under  proper  handling.  David  O. 
Selznick  produced;  Gregory  Ratoff  directed. 

LIGHT  AHEAD  (SR)— A cross-section  of  life 
in  a settlement  of  Jews  in  the  Poland  of 
another  year,  this  has  boxoffice  possibili- 
ties. Isidore  Casher,  Helen  Beverly.  Edgar 
Ulmer  directed. 

MARSHAL  OF  MESA  CITY  (RKO)— A satis- 
factory package  of  action  entertainment 
for  the  George  O'Brien  fans  and  the  juve- 
niles who  will  condone  the  rubber  stamp 
aspects  of  the  story  and  dialogue.  O'Brien 
is  the  strong  silent  man  who  brings  law 
an  order  to  the  frontier  town.  Bert  Gilroy 
produced.  David  Howard  directed. 

TORPEDOED  (SR)  — A propagandistic  bit 
about  the  efficiency  of  the  British  navy  and 
the  cleverness  of  British  diplomats,  as  they 
find  expression  in  the  putting  down  of  a 
Latin  country's  rebellion.  The  story  is  in- 
congruous. H.  B.  Warner,  Richard  Crom- 
well, Robert  Douglas. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


RKO  Releasing  Deal 
Revives  Fine  Arts 

Fine  Arts  Pictures,  long  at  a production 
standstill,  intends  to  swing  back  into  ac- 
tion immediately  as  a result  of  the  releas- 
ing d«&l  recently  consummated  in  New 
York  wfth  RKO  Radio.  That  was  the  not- 
ification of  President  Franklyn  Warner 
immediately  following  his  return  from  the 
east  after  an  extended  stay. 

A spokesman  for  the  FA  chief  declared 
it  had  not  yet  been  decided  whether  the 
FA-RKO  deal  will  signify  definite  term- 
ination of  the  company’s  affiliation  with 
Grand  National.  Warner  thus  far  has  not 
committed  himself  on  that  topic.  It  was 
admitted,  however,  by  an  FA  attache  that 
word  from  New  York  that  GN  had  finally 
obtained  a $600,000  loan,  long-negotiated, 
from  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corp., 
might  swing  the  balance  in  favor  of  a re- 
sumption of  GN-FA  relations  on  an  active 
basis.  Should  this  occur,  the  informant 
said,  FA  would  probably  produce  and  de- 
liver a series  of  lower-budgeted  action 
features  for  GN,  not  in  any  way  conflict- 
ing with  the  three  pictures  which  will  be 
produced  for  RKO  Radio’s  1939-40  dis- 
tribution slate. 

“Isle  of  Destiny,”  filmed  in  Cosmocolor 
by  FA,  already  has  been  delivered  to  RKO 
Radio.  Next  to  go  will  be  “Land’s  End,” 
also  so  be  made  in  that  color  process,  from 
a script  previously  titled  “Wonder  World.” 
Warner  intends  to  launch  production 
within  two  weeks.  Camera  crews  will  be 
sent  to  Florida  and  the  Grand  Canyon 
for  background  footage. 

The  RFC  loan  has  had  no  immediate 
effect  on  GN’s  Hollywood  status.  The  stu- 
dio, being  operated  on  a skeleton  basis,  is 
at  present  utilized  only  for  rentals.  War- 
ner’s FA  unit  headquarters  there,  as  does 
the  production  staff  of  Ben  JudelTs  Pro- 
ducers Pictures  Corp. 

First  in  a series  of  musical  comedies  to 
be  produced  by  Irving  Starr  for  Columbia 
release  will  be  placed  in  work  October  9. 
Featuring  Tony  Martin,  it  is  titled  “Pass- 
port to  Happiness”  and  will  be  directed 
by  Joseph  Santley. 

Another  recently  formed  independent 
unit,  Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker’s 
The  Play’s  the  Thing  Productions,  has 
scheduled  an  October  2 start  on  “Swiss 
Family  Robinson.”  For  RKO  Radio  re- 
lease, it  will  be  directed  by  Edward  Lud- 
wig. 


Assign  Arthur  Lubin 

Universal  has  assigned  Arthur  Lubin 
to  direct  “No  Power  on  Earth,”  co-star- 
ring Victor  McLaglen  and  Freddie  Bartho- 
lomew, which  goes  into  work  within  two 
weeks.  Burt  Kelly  will  produce. 


Draws  "Talent  Scout" 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  assigned 
Harry  Joe  Brown  as  associate  producer  of 
“Talent  Scout,”  in  which  Mary  Healy  and 
Linda  Darnell  have  the  leads. 
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SCRIPTERS 


— Metro 

MARGARET  ROBERTS  to  “Twenty  Litte  Work- 
ing Girls,”  which  Arthur  Freed  will  produce. 

WELLS  ROOT  to  “The  Man  America  Forgot.” 
story  of  President  Andrew  Johnson.  J.  Walter 
Ruben  will  produce. 

RICHARD  BLAKE  teamed  with  TED  PARA- 
MORE  on  “Twenty  Mule  Team.”  forthcoming  Wal- 
lace Beery  starrer. 

JAMES  KEVIN  McGUINNESS  to  “I  Take  This 
Woman,”  doing  a re-write  job.  The  picture, 
shelved  last  spring,  will  be  sent  back  into  pro- 
duction under  W.  S.  Van  Dyke’s  direction.  Spen- 
cer Tracy  and  Hedy  Lamarr  co-star. 

— Pa  ramount 

STUART  ANTHONY  to  “The  Biscuit  Eater,” 
first  Jack  Moss  production. 

WALTER  DE  LEON  to  “The  Ghost  Breaker.” 
mystery-comedy  in  which  Bob  Hope  and  Eddie 
(Rochester)  Anderson  will  be  co-featured. 

— Republic 

JOSEPH  MONCURE  MARCH  to  “Wagons  West- 
ward.” forthcoming  high-budgeter  starring  John 
Wayne. 

GERALD  GERAGHTY  to  “South  of  the  Border,” 
forthcoming  Gene  Autry  sagebrusher. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

RIAN  JAMES  and  RALPH  SPENCE  to  “Down 
Rio  Way,”  an  original  comedy  with  a South 
American  background. 

— Universal 

GROVER  JONES  to  an  untitled  story  as  a 
Gloria  Jean  starrer,  which  Richard  Wallace  will 
direct. 

HAROLD  BUCHMAN  to  “Stop  the  Presses.” 
George  Yohalem  will  produce. 

— Warner  Bros. 

LEONARD  HOFFMAN  to  an  untitled  original 
dealing  with  the  activities  of  the  Reserve  Of- 
ficers" Training  Corps  in  high  schools  and  col- 

MICHAEL  FESSTER  to  "Patent  Leather  Kid.” 
forthcoming  George  Raft  vehicle. 


Six-Week  P.  A,  Tour  Is 
Launched  by  Cantor 

An  extensive  personal  appearance  tour, 
to  span  six  weeks,  has  been  launched  by 
Eddie  Cantor,  accompanied  by  Leni  Lynn, 
13-year-old  Metro  starlet,  who  appeared 
with  the  comedian  in  a recent  engagement 
at  the  Casa  Manana  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 
Cantor  opened  in  Toledo  September  24, 
and,  with  young  Miss  Lynn,  was  to  make 
appearances  in  South  Bend,  Rockford,  Chi- 
cago, Pittsburgh,  Columbus,  Syracuse, 
Rochester,  Boston,  Brooklyn  and  Wash- 
ington. 

Warner  altered  Ann  Sheridan’s  sched- 
uled p.a.  tour  and  slated  the  star  to  open 
in  Washington  instead  of  New  York.  She 
is  also  set  to  make  p.a.’s  in  Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland  in  conjunction 
with  showings  of  “Dust  Be  My  Destiny.” 

The  “Dead  End”  kids  have  begun  a 20-week 
p.a.  itinerary  in  Salt  Lake  City,  tying  in  with 
showings  of  their  latest  picture,  “Angels  Wash 
Their  Faces.”  The  troupe  continues  on  to  Den- 
ver, Memphis  and  other  key  cities. 

John  Garfield  and  Rosemary  Lane  will  open  as 
a duo  October  11  in  New  York.  They  are  sched- 
uled to  appear  also  in  Chicago,  Baltimore,  Wash- 
ington, Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia. 

His  first  p.a.  in  15  years  was  made  by  William 
S.  Hart,  silent-screen  cowboy  star,  who  paired  with 
Lucien  Littlefield  for  a one-show  appearance  at  the 
Marcal  Theatre  here  in  connection  with  showings 
of  his  last  picture,  “Tumbleweeds,”  produced  in 
1925. 

Joe  E.  Brown  pulls  out  for  a six-week  tour  Oc- 
tober 29,  covering  the  key  cities  of  Dayton.  Cleve- 
land and  Chicago.  Tex  Ritter,  Monogram  cow- 
boy star,  returns  September  29  after  a tour  cov- 
ering more  than  three  months.  He  was  equip- 
ped with  his  own  cowboy  band. 


Lines  Up  Locations 

To  line  up  locations  for  “Virginia  City,” 
forthcoming  Errol  Flynn  starrer,  Warner 
has  sent  Joe  Barry  to  Virginia  City,  Nev., 
and  points  in  Idaho.  It  will  be  filmed  in 
Technicolor,  with  Michael  Curtiz  direct- 
ing, following  “The  Sea  Hawk,”  Flynn’s 
next  vehicle. 


Studio  Publicists  Lead 
Economy  "Casualties'' 

Whether  or  not  it  is  attributable  to 
economy  measures  instituted  in  the  film 
plants  because  of  the  outbreak  of  war, 
studio  publicists  continue  to  hold  the  du- 
bious honor  of  leading  the  list  of  per- 
sonnel reductions  on  the  major  lots. 

At  M-G-M,  Walter  Seltzer,  with  the 
studio  for  more  than  three  years,  and 
Bertha  Jancke,  who  has  been  in  charge  of 
fashions  and  art,  were  given  notice.  Selz- 
nick  International  has  dropped  Frank 
Friedrichson,  John  Flinn  and  Honey 
O’Neil,  Flinn  returning  to  his  previous 
post  in  the  mailing  department.  George 
Schaefer  has  checked  out  of  the  Warner 
praisery. 

Other  changes; 

Harry  L.  Decker  has  left  his  post  as  a 
Columbia  associate  producer,  where  he 
had  been  handling  western  product  under 
Producer  Irving  Briskin.  No  successor  has 
been  named. 

Having  completed  a two-picture  con- 
tract, Albert  Rogell  has  left  the  Universal 
payroll,  where  he  functioned  as  a pro- 
ducer-director. 


McCrea,  Preston  Cast 
In  DeMille's  Next 

Two  of  the  three  masculine  leads  in 
Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  forthcoming  “Northwest 
Mounted  Police”  have  been  assigned  to 
Joel  McCrea  and  Robert  Preston.  The 
producer  will  send  a location  troune  to 
Canada  this  fall,  but  is  not  scheduled  to 
start  shooting  in  Hollywood  until  De- 
cember. 


WB  Signs  Champ  Roper 
For  Short  'Royal  Rodeo' 

Sam  Garrett,  world’s  champion  roper, 
has  been  signed  for  a featured  role  in  the 
forthcoming  Warner  short,  “Royal  Rodeo.” 
Imported  from  Cheyenne,  Garrett  checks 
in  next  week.  The  short,  top  lining  Cliff 
Edward  and  Lucille  Fairbanks,  goes  into 
work  October  18  with  George  Amy  direct- 
ing. It  will  be  filmed  in  Technicolor. 


Mark  Hellinger  Assigned 
Two  More  WB  Features 

Warner  has  assigned  two  more  vehicles 
to  Mark  Hellinger,  associate  producer — 
“Brother  Orchid,”  to  star  Edward  G. 
Robinson,  and  “Torrid  Zone,”  which  will 
co-feature  George  Raft  and  Ann  Sheridan. 


STORY  BUYS 


— Samuel  Goldwyn 

“City  Without  Men,”  by  Albert  Bein  and  Abem 
Kandel.  A prison  picture,  it  will  star  Jon  Hall. 

— I*ara  mount 

“The  Monster,”  by  Ben  Hecht  and  Charles  Mac- 
Arthur.  Howard  Green  will  script  for  Producer 
George  Arthur. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

“The  Californian,”  by  Sam  Heilman.  It  is  a 
story  of  this  state  during  the  gold-rush  jieriod. 

“The  Sea  Falcon,”  by  Hampton  Crossart.  Sol 
Wurtzel  will  produce. 


OPTIONS 


— Metro 

HAROLD  FRIEDMAN  joins  writing  .staff. 

LYNNE  CARVER,  actress,  held  for  another 
term. 

WILLIAM  TAII>W^TG  si^ne<l  to  new  writing 
ti«’ket. 

— Paramount 

JAC’K  YELLEN  joins  .scripting  staff  on  loan 
from  RKO  Radio. 

LOU  SARECKY  added  to  scripting  staff  under 
Producer  Jack  Moss. 

WILLIAM  A.  WELLMAN  given  new  prod’.icer- 
director  pact.  His  next  assignment  will  be  “F.  O.  B. 
Detroit,”  novel  of  the  automol)ile  industry  by 
W’essell  Smitter.  Dwight  Taylor  is  on  the  screen- 
play. 

EVERETT  FREEMAN  joins  writing  staff.  He 
will  work  on  an  untitled  story  for  .Tack  Bennv. 

PRESTON  STURGES  placed  under  contract  for 
his  first  directorial  assignment,  “Iiown  Went 
McGinty.”  on  wdiich  he  will  also  write  the  script. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

JOHN  O’HARA  joins  wrlt.ng  staff. 

— Warner  Bros. 

FRANK  McHUCiH  given  new  term  contract.  It 
is  his  ninth  consecutive  year  with  the  studio. 

FRANK  MADISON,  unit  manager,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

MICHAEL  HOGAN  signs  long-term  writing 
ticket. 

Interest  Fast  Ebbing  in 
Americanism  Campaign 

Apparently  in  one  of  its  periodic  de- 
clines— possibly  attributable  to  the  grow- 
ing concern  of  film  executives  over  the  for- 
eign situation  and  its  effect  on  Hollywood 
product — the  industry’s  unofficial  Ameri- 
canization campaign  is  currently  at  low 
ebb. 

The  Warner  plant,  pursuing  the  theory 
that  war  times  stimulate  interest  in 
patriotic  themes,  has  assigned  Leonard 
Hoffman  to  develop  a screenplay  based  on 
the  activities  of  the  government’s  Reserve 
Officers’  Training  Corps  in  high  schools 
and  colleges  throughout  the  country.  Al- 
though stressing  the  preparedness  angle, 
the  picture  will  adhere  to  Warner’s  100 
per  cent  neutrality  policy,  embraced  when 
war  broke  out  and  as  a result  of  which 
it  shelved  “Underground,”  “The  Bishop 
Who  Walked  With  God”  and  other  vehicles 
of  an  anti-Nazi  nature. 

Well  underway  is  “Hitler — Beast  of 
Berlin,”  story  of  the  underground  anti- 
Nazi  movement  in  Germany  being  pro- 
duced by  Ben  Judell’s  Producers  Pictures 
Corp.  Filming  also  is  continuing  as  per 
schedule  on  Charles  Chaplin’s  satirical 
anti-dictator  comedy,  formerly  titled  “The 
Dictators,”  now  listed  on  call-sheets  as 
“Production  Number  6.” 


Small  Hands  Vidor  Meg 
On  "My  Son.  My  Son" 

Edward  Small  has  signed  Charles  Vidor 
to  direct  “My  Son,  My  Son,”  the  Howard 
Spring  novel,  which  goes  into  production 
November  1 for  United  Artists  release. 
Louis  Hayward  and  Brian  Aherne  have  the 
leads.  Screenplay  has  been  completed  by 
Lenore  Coffee. 

Dutton  and  Co,  to  Publish 
Wm,  De  Mille  Memoirs 

William  C.  De  Mille,  former  producer- 
director,  brother  of  Cecil  De  Milie,  has 
written  his  reminiscences  under  the  title 
“Hollywood  Saga,”  to  be  published  by  E. 
P.  Dutton  & Co. 
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Three  Pacific  Coast  Showmen  IIP^CIRTIIL  AMID) 


Groups  Ally  for  Harmony 


Los  Angeles — Heralded  as  a substantial 
forward  step  that  will  create  a more  har- 
monious relationship  among  independent 
theatre  operators,  producers  and  distribu- 
tors. showmen  representing  the  Independ- 
ent Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.. 
the  ITO  of  No.  Calif,  and  Nevada,  and 
the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest  have  created  the  Pacific 
Coast  Conference  of  Independent  Theatre 
Owners. 

Tire  new  group  will  represent  approxi- 
mately 2,000  theatres  in  the  territory. 

Announcement  of  the  formation  of  the 
conference  came  after  a meeting  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  ITO  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ai’iz.,  at  which  deep  satisfac- 
tion was  expressed  with  the  plan. 

Officers  of  the  three  exhibitor  units, 
including  Robert  H.  Poole,  executive  di- 
rector of  the  ITO  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz., 
Rotus  Harvey,  president  of  the  No.  Calif. - 
Nevada  group,  and  L.  O.  Lukan,  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest  MPTOA,  declared  each 
unit  will  retain  its  individual  activities 
and  will  refer  to  the  conference  only  in 
order  to  coordinate  their  activities  “in  re- 
lation to  the  fundamental  principle  of 
cooperation  among  the  three  branches  of 
the  industry.” 

The  conference  will  be  governed  by  a 
board  of  trustees,  comprising  two  mem- 
bers from  each  unit.  The  Southern  Cali- 
fornia group  has  appointed  Hugh  W. 
Bruen  of  Whittier,  and  Jack  Y.  Berman 
of  Los  Angeles,  as  its  representatives,  with 
Mrs.  Jenne  Dodge  of  Ventura,  as  alter- 
nate. L.  O.  Lukan  and  William  Ripley 
will  represent  the  MPTOA.  The  No.  Calif. - 
Nev.  group  has  not  yet  selected  its  trus- 
tees. Poole  has  been  appointed  temporary 
executive  secretary. 

Poole,  expressing  the  sentiment  of  the 
local  ITO  directorate,  emphasized  that  no 


At  the  Fair — 

Mrs.  Foster  Jackson  of  the  Elsinore 
Theatre  at  Elsinore,  Cal.,  at  the  War- 
ner lounge  for  World’s  Fair  visitors  in 
New  York. 


effort  is  being  made,  through  formation 
of  the  conference,  to  establish  another 
national  independent  exhibitor  group,  and 
stressed  the  fact  that  the  conference  does 
not,  at  any  time,  intend  to  establish  a 
buying  combine. 

Creation  of  the  conference,  although 
not  formally  announced  until  September 
25,  was  completed  several  days  earlier, 
it  was  learned,  at  parleys  in  Sacramento 
attended  by  representatives  of  the  three 
exhibitor  units  involved. 


World's  Fair  Visitor — 

P.  W.  Hull,  who  operates  a string  of 
six  theatres  in  Nevada  from  his  head- 
quarters at  Ely,  makes  an  appearance 
at  the  Times  Square  booth  maintain- 
ed by  Loew's  and  M-G-M  for  exhibi- 
tors visiting  the  World’s  Fair  in  New 
York. 


Northwest  MPTO  Into  Pacific 
Independent  Conference 

Seattle — Voting  for  representation  in 
the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners,  the  MPTO  of 
the  Northwest  selected  L.  O.  Lukan  and 
Bill  Ripley  as  board  members  of  that  or- 
ganization at  a special  meeting  here.  Other 
units  on  the  conference  are  the  ITO  of 
Southern  California  and  the  MPTO  of 
San  Francisco. 

Demands  of  theatre  unions,  the  music 
tax  and  other  taxes  and  the  forthcoming 
annual  convention  were  topics  discussed. 
The  convention  will  be  set  by  a special 
committee  to  meet  in  the  next  two  weeks. 

Members  attending  included  John  Danz, 
Hal  Daigler,  B.  F.  Shearer,  Walter  Coy, 
E.  R.  Garlich,  Bill  Bedgisoff,  Paul  West- 
lund,  Joe  Danz,  L.  O.  Lukan,  Leroy  John- 
son, all  of  Seattle.  Out-of-towners  in- 
cluded Mildred  Bishop.  Lewiston,  Ida.; 
Ollie  Hartman,  Grand  Coulee:  Irving  Fey, 
Renton:  Chuck  Charles,  Everett:  W.  B. 
McDonald,  Olympia:  Ernie  Shields,  Kent; 
Walter  Graham,  Shelton;  Ed  Hallberg, 
Port  Angeles;  Cecil  Gwinn,  Centralia;  Bill 
Ripley,  Longview:  W.  Peachio,  Eatonville: 


QONSTANCE  BENNETT  came  to  town 

for  two  days  for  four  personal  ap- 
pearances on  the  J.  J.  Parker  Broadway 
stage  through  the  cooperation  of  Fred 
Meyer  and  Mr.  Parker.  Her  appearances 
consisted  of  15 -minute  talks  on  the  “So- 
cial Side  of  Hollywood”  . . . Down  Eugene 
way  they  drilled  another  well,  this  time 
back  of  the  McDonald  theatre  for  an  air- 
conditioning  and  cooling  system.  Water 
was  struck  at  20  feet,  but  the  drillers 
went  40  feet  for  the  water  that  was  cool 
enough  for  the  proposed  system. 

Universal  in  Portland  was  all  pepped  up 
by  the  appearance  of  L.  J.  McGinley, 
western  division  captain  of  Universal’s  ex- 
hibitor-sponsored testimonial.  He  was  in 
town  two  days  for  meetings  and  then  left 
by  plane  for  Seattle.  It  winds  up  his  sec- 
ond trip  in  two  months  around  the  terri- 
tory west  of  Detroit  . . . V.  Keedy  took 
a couple  of  days  off  to  make  a trip  to  the 
coast  . . . Bill  Parker  is  in  town  from 
Seattle  lining  up  an  eight-page  section 
in  a morning  newspaper  for  ‘‘The  Women” 

. . . A.  J.  O’Keefe  of  Universal  is  awaited 
at  week’s  end  . . . Hamrick-Ever green’s 
Earl  Hunt  invested  in  a pair  of  golf  shoes 
and  is  spending  his  spare  time  admiring 
them. 

Here  and  there  on  the  Row:  Bill  Grae- 
per  jr.,  back  from  his  trip  south  and 
making  it  known  that  even  Portland  on 
its  hottest  day  is  paradise  after  the  hot 
spell  in  California  . . . Sam  Whiteside  in 
from  Corvallis  . . . Jack  O’Bryan  back 
from  his  trip  to  eastern  Oregon  . . . Jack 
Kloepper  still  out  of  town  . . . Lee  B.  Ryan 
hailing  from  Ashland,  Yreka  and  Weed 
. . . Tracy  Poorman  booking  for  the  fair 
city  of  Woodburn  . . . The  Kuhns,  Kap 
and  Rolin,  in  from  Lebanon  . . . George 
Gould  from  Dalles  . . . Dutch  Stover  from 
Bend  . . . Claude  “Dude”  Smith  from 
Tillamook  . . . Mrs.  E.  A.  Hartman  of 
Estacada  ordered  to  bed  because  of  ill- 
ness. 

The  city  council  has  adopted  a report 
of  Mayor  Joseph  Carson  arid  acting  com- 
missioner  of  finance  on  petition  of  the 
Lombard  Commercial  Club  and  others  to 
grant  a permit  for  two  years  for  opera- 
tion of  the  Roxy  Theatre,  which  has  been 
closed.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  city 
attorney  for  a ruling  on  whether  an  ordi- 
nance is  necessary  . . . The  censor  board 
has  turned  down  the  French-rnade  anti- 
Jeunsh  picture,  ‘‘Golgotha.”  The  city 
council  upheld  the  board  when  Screen 
Adettes,  Inc.,  exhibitors  of  the  film,  ap- 
pealed to  the  civic  body. 


Builds  Willowbrook  House 

WiLLOWBROOK,  Cal. — Frank  Valuskis  has 
begun  construction  of  a 450-seat  theatre, 
to  be  known  as  the  Valuskis. 


Alameda  to  Reopen  Soon 

Alameda,  Cal. — It  is  reported  the  Lin- 
coln Theatre  at  Alameda  will  soon  reopen 
after  being  closed  for  two  years. 


Mike  Barovic,  Tacoma.  Jim  Hone,  execu- 
tive secretary,  presented  his  reports  and 
findings. 
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New  Theatre  Planned  on 
Shore  of  Lake  Oswego 

Portland — Paul  P.  Murphy,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Murphy  & Dean  Co.,  has  an- 
nounced plans  for  the  construction  of  a 
$50,000  theatre  building  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Oswego,  facing  Lakewood  bay.  The 
206th  motion  picture  house  to  be  put  into 
operation  in  the  state  will  be  operated 
and  managed  by  Norman  Goodin.  The 
building  will  include  a garden  terrace 
restaurant  and  four  stores.  The  theatre 
auditorium  will  seat  504.  It  will  be  the 
only  theatre  between  Portland  and  Oregon 
City,  serving  a population  of  16,000  resi- 
dents in  the  district.  Construction  is  ex- 
pected to  start  immediately  and  be  com- 
pleted by  February. 

San  Francisco  Capitol 
Again  Has  Burlesque 

San  Francisco — The  Capitol,  long  dark 
and  last  used  as  a burlesque  house,  is  re- 
opening Saturday  along  the  same  lines. 
The  house,  which  has  been  completely 
renovated  and  refurnished,  will  again  be 
managed  by  Eddie  Skolak,  veteran  im- 
presario of  burlesque. 

The  only  other  burlesque  house  open  in 
the  city  at  present  is  the  Liberty,  which 
also  runs  sex  pictures. 


Yellen  on  Loanout 

Hollywood — On  a loanout  from  RKO 
Radio,  Jack  Yellen  has  joined  Para- 
mount’s writing  department. 


^ J.  COLMAN  of  Edgemont,  S.  D.,  after 
driving  the  702  miles  to  Denver,  walked 
up  to  the  ticket  office  at  the  Broadway, 
and  announced  he  had  made  the  long 
journey  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing 
“Naughty  Marietta”  and  “The  Great 
Waltz”  for  the  fourth  time.  Colman  de- 
clared he  was  a confirmed  fan,  and  that 
distances  meant  nothing  to  him  when  he 
really  wanted  to  see  a film. 

Al  Yoke,  former  manager  of  the  Mayan 
Theatre  here,  is  now  publicity  director  of 
the  Eddie  Ott  dance  spots — Broadmoor 
and  By-the-Lake. 

Winning  an  auto  at  a drawing  at  the 
Cover  Theatre  in  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.,  cn  a 
ticket  owned  by  Esther  Mills,  but  held  by 
her  boy  friend  Ben  J.  Achziger,  presented 
a neat  problem  in  equity  since  the  draw- 
ing was  by  number  and  not  by  name.  But 
the  matter  was  easily  cleared  up  when  the 
couple  routed  a judge  out  of  bed  who  gave 
them  a permit  to  purchase  a marriage 
license. 

Robert  Spawn,  who  recently  resigned  as 
booker  at  Gibraltar  Enterprises  to  go  with 
Harry  McDonald,  will  personally  manage 
the  new  Nyal  Theatre  bemg  built  at 
Mitchell.  Neb.,  to  replace  their  old  house. 
Spawn  also  mil  book  for  this  house  and 
the  other  two  operated  by  McDonald,  one 
each  at  Torrington,  Wyo.,  and  one  at 
Crawford,  Neb. 


Judy  Finch  of  the  Commercial  Film  Ex- 
change started  on  her  vacation  but  was 
taken  ill  so  spent  most  of  it  at  home. 

The  Louis-Pastor  fight  pictures  received 
their  first  run  here  at  the  Orpheum,  and 
went  from  there  to  the  Tabor,  and  after- 
wards will  play  most  of  the  Denver  houses, 
with  dates  pouring  in  from  outside.  At  the 
Orpheum  the  fight  film  received  much  of 
the  credit  for  the  large  gross  of  the  week. 
They  are  bemg  handled  by  the  Premier 
Exchanges  here  and  Salt  Lake  City. 

Seen  on  the  Row  booking  and  buying 
product  were  Chas.  Diller,  Cripple  Creek, 
Colo.;  Bess  Tharp,  Ouray,  Colo.;  Harry 
McDonald,  Torrington,  Wyo.,  and  Robt. 
Spawn,  Mitchell,  Neb. 

All  the  first  runs  ran  above  average  the 
past  week,  with  “The  Rains  Came"  taking 
in  the  most  money,  at  the  Deliver. 


Directs  Runyon  Story 

Hollywood — “A  Call  on  the  President,” 
which  Metro  will  make  from  the  Damon 
Runyon  story,  will  be  directed  by  Robert 
Sinclair  for  Producer  Edgar  Selwyn. 


Roach  to  Meg  One 

Hollywood — Hal  Roach  will  personal- 
ly direct  “1,000,000  B.  C.,”  which  D.  W. 
Griffith  will  produce  under  the  Roach 
banner. 
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poX-EVERGEEN  and  the  Danz  Sterling 

chains  announced  price  changes  this 
week.  Both  extended  by  one  hour  the  time 
of  price  change.  The  theatre  fare  now 
changes  at  2 p.  m.  and  6 p.  m.  Houses  in- 
volved are  the  Paramount,  Fifth  Avenue, 
Orpheum,  Paramount  and  Coliseum  of  the 
Fox  group,  and  the  Palomar,  Roosevelt. 
Winter  Garden  and  Capitol  of  the  Ster- 
ling chain  . . . John  Hamrick’s  Blue 
Mouse,  first  theatre  in  the  Northwest 
wired  for  sound  a decade  ago,  has  start- 
ed a new  chapter  of  its  interesting  career. 
After  remaining  dark  for  one  day,  the 
house  has  reopened  as  Seattle’s  first  ex- 
clusive newsreel  theatre. 

Washington  theatre  owners  and  theatri- 
cal unions  are  still  at  loggerheads.  Since 
the  unions  presented  their  demands  at  the 
termmation  of  last  year's  contracts,  meet- 
ings have  been  held  with  little  success. 
Unions  are  asking  wage  increases  for  some 
crafts,  with  operators  seeking  two  weeks’ 
vacation  with  pay  and  a clause  asking 
that  only  a union  man  be  allowed  in  the 
booth  to  operate  machines  ...  A report  is 
that  very  shortly  a change  will  be  made 
in  film  clearances  in  Seattle.  If  the 
change  is  brought  about,  pictures  will  be 
available  about  ten  days  earlier. 

Eddie  Hudson  of  General  Film  in  Ore- 
gon and  Washington  in  town  for  a few 
days  and  tells  that  Bruce  Keller,  formerly 
with  RKO,  and  Ed  Randall  have  started 
plans  for  a new  theatre  in  Salem,  Ore., 
to  cost  approximately  $50,000.  Another 
new  house  will  be  built  and  opened  by 
Norman  Goodin  in  Oswego.  Eddie  also 
says  he  is  handling  dishes  and  silverware 
premiums  ...  In  answer  to  the  many 
questions  asked  about  crossing  the  border 
into  Canada  now  that  that  country  is  at 
war,  here  is  the  correct  dope.  Visitors  may 
take  into  or  out  of  Canada,  without  spe- 
cial license,  their  automobiles,  personal 
effects  and  other  goods  to  a value  not 
to  exceed  $100  in  any  one  month.  Visi- 
tors also  may  take  out  any  amount  of 
money  not  greater  than  the  amount 
brought  in,  but  if  the  amount  to  be  taken 
out  is  more  than  $100,  they  should  obtain 
a certificate  of  the  amount  brought  in 
from  the  collector  of  customs  at  the  point 
of  entry.  No  passports  are  needed  at  the 
border. 

The  controversy  between  State  Senator 
Joseph  D.  Roberts  and  old  age  pension 
advocates  has  ended  with  the  Senator 
dropping  his  $50,000  suit  and  his  oppo- 
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nents  withdrawing  their  recall  action 
against  him.  Roberts  iJoe  to  all  of  us), 
is  the  publisher  of  the  Seattle  Amuse- 
ment Guide,  popular  pocket  folder  giving 
information  of  benefit  to  visitors  on  all 
types  of  amusements  curreyit  in  town  . . . 
More  than  150  cars  were  in  the  caravan 
which  left  Seattle  for  Puyallup  to  help 
celebrate  Seattle’s  Day  at  the  Western 
W ashington  Fair.  Theatre  owners  of  this 
town  turned  out  strong  and  all  report  a 
grand  day  . . . Nina  Scott  of  the  Salt 
Lake  office  of  Republic  is  making  her  first 
visit  to  Seattle.  Accompanied  by  her 
mother,  sister  and  brother-in-law,  Nina 
is  making  a motor  tour  of  this  territory, 
and  its  a grand  way  to  spend  a vacation, 
we  say  . . . Word  from  Los  Angeles  brings 
a big  “hello”  from  Gordon  Wright  who 
is  now  with  the  Ross  Federal  office  there, 
and  also  doing  some  writing  for  the  vari- 
ous studios.  Gordon  formerly  was  a pub- 
licity man  for  the  Orpheum  theatres  in 
Seattle  and  Portland. 

Lloyd  Lamb  is  now  feeling  like  his  old 
self  again,  now  that  his  wife,  Harriet,  has 
been  released  from  the  hospital  and  taken 
home.  Lloyd  announces  he  is  now  hand- 
ling ‘"rire  Big  Drive”  for  this  territory, 
having  made  a deal  with  A1  Rule  who 
was  the  producer  of  the  actual  war  film 
. . . Another  familiar  face  is  back  in  town. 
“Burnsie”  Burns  of  RCA  has  been  trans- 
ferred back  here  from  Portland  and  is 
now  on  call  to  handle  anything  that  might 
go  wrong  with  the  sound  equipment  . . . 
Willard  Coghlan,  former  sports  writer 
here,  who  joined  the  Hamrick-Evergreen 
forces  some  time  ago,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  Blue  Mouse  Theatre  in 
Portland.  Willard  was  transferred  from 
assistant  of  the  Fox  Theatre  in  Spokane 
. . . Merle  Carlson,  the  “swinging  maes- 
tro,” and  his  orchestra  have  been  held 
for  a fifth  week  at  the  Tiianon  Ballroom, 
according  to  Ted  Harris,  manager  of  the 
dance  spot. 

Do7i  Hennmg  of  the  Pacific  Premium 
Co.  here  from  San  Frayicisco  getting  ac- 
quainted . . . Dick  Marshall  in  town  in 
advance  of  “The  Swing  Mikado”  shortly 
to  open  at  the  Metropolitan.  Some  years 
ago  Marshall  was  manager  for  the  Henry 
Duffy  Players,  a dramatic  stock  company 
housed  in  the  Moore  Theatre  . . . Al  Rule, 
exploiteer  from  RKO’s  Hollywood  studios, 
is  in  this  territory  helping  sell  “In  Name 
Only”  . . . Grace  McGinley  flying  to  Salt 
Lake  City  to  meet  her  hubby  L.  J.  aiid 
will  return  home  with  him  next  week. 
Mac  for  the  past  few  weeks  has  been  hop- 
ping from  one  Universal  exchange  to  an- 
other, promoting  interest  in  that  com- 
pany’s drive  . . . Jolni  and  Mrs.  Hamrick 
defeated  the  Tommy  Thompsons  at  golf 
at  the  Broadmoor  course  and  then  en- 
tertained them  at  dinner  . . . E.  J.  Rising, 
division  manager  for  RCA,  in  from  San 
Francisco  . . . Dorothy  Whalen  back  from 
her  vacatio7i  trip  to  Los  Angeles. 

Morris  and  Mrs.  Segal  and  son,  Danny, 
spending  a weekend  in  Spokane,  their 
former  home  . . . The  Senior  Mercys,  the 
Junior  Mercys,  the  Arch  Bartholets,  and 
the  Jack  Wrights  made  up  a party  at  the 
Pendleton  Round-Up  . . . Mary  “Mickey” 


Sheffield  showing  her  dad  how  to  break 
a 100  at  golf  . . . George  Hickey  and 
Bill  Parker  were  also  among  those  who 
attended  the  Round-Up  . . . Harry  Tay- 
lor, division  head  for  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, back  to  Los  Angeles  after  several 
days  here  with  Jack  Flannery  of  the  Se- 
attle office  . . . Marty  Powell  and  Jules 
Levy  here  from  New  York  visiting  with 
Wayne  Christy  of  Premier  Pictures  . . . 
N.  E.  Huff,  exhibitor  of  Coeur  d’Alene, 
Ida.,  visiting  the  Row  . . . Glimpsed  at  the 
Northwest  Film  Club  was  a group  honor- 
ing Vi  Flannery  with  an  impromptu  birth- 
day celebration.  Enjoying  the  occasion 
with  Jack  and  Mrs.  Flannery  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Don  Geddes  of  the  Orpheum  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Clarke.  After  seven 
successful  weeks  at  the  Orpheum,  Clarke, 
who  does  a mentalist  act,  is  now  being 
held  over  for  an  indefinite  period  at  the 
Roxy  in  Everett. 

Jimmy  O’Neal  extending  his  acquaint- 
ance at  the  ball  park,  then  leaving  for 
a trip  to  Portland  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Weskil  of  the  Rose  Theatre  in  Colfax  here 
for  a spell  . . . B.  B.  George,  Paramount 
accountant,  enjoying  a vacation  . . . Hal 
Murphy  up  from  Olympia  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Cochrane  in  from  Snoqualmie 
. . . Duncan  MacPherson  over  from  Mason 
City  and  telling  of  a picture  he  might  re- 
lease. 


J,  T,  Shefiield  Heads 
Northwest  Film  Club 

Seattle — Members  of  the  Northwest 
Film  Club,  meeting  at  club  quarters,  se- 
lected the  following  officers  for  the  com- 
ing year:  J.  T.  Sheffield,  president;  Frank 
Christie  and  Herndon  Edmond,  vice- 
presidents;  Leroy  Johnson,  Keith  Beck- 
with, B.  F.  Shearer,  Al  Rosenberg,  Pete 
Higgins  and  Harry  Blatt,  trustees.  Eddie 
Lamb  was  unanimously  reelected  secre- 
tary-treasurer. Sheffield  is  the  president 
of  Republic  Pictures  of  the  Northwest. 

It  was  voted  that,  effective  September 
30,  no  dues  will  be  charged.  Membership 
fees  will  cover  all  costs. 

Wayne  Christy  was  appointed  manager 
of  card  room  activities  by  Sheffield.  A 
new  membership  committee  was  formed 
with  Fred  Mercy  jr.  as  general  chairman. 
Membership  blanks  have  been  sent  to 
Frank  Christie,  Fox-Evergreen  Theatres; 
Jack  Sampson,  Sterling  Theatres;  Leroy 
Johnson,  Jensen-von  Herberg  Theatres; 
Roy  Peacock  of  Shearer  Co.;  Heaton  Ran- 
dell  of  National  Theatre  Supply;  Dwight 
Spracher,  Paramount;  Eddie  Walton,  Re- 
public; Danny  Matin,  Monogram;  Jean 
Spear,  20th-Fox;  Al  Bloom,  Grand  Na- 
tional; Wayne  Christy,  Premier  Pictures; 
Neal  Walton,  Columbia;  Jack  Flannery, 
National  Screen  Service;  Guy  Navarre, 
United  Artists;  Art  Gollofon,  Warner; 
L.  J.  McGinley,  Universal;  Jimmy  O’Neal, 
Automatic  Candy  Co.;  Harry  Blatt,  Met- 
ro; Jack  Burk,  RKO;  Don  Beckman  of 
Western  Poster  Co.  All  applications  are 
to  be  filed  with  the  committee  chairman. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  annual 
dance  to  be  held  in  the  near  future. 
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lOS  AWCIIEILIES 

JIMMY  PINKLER,  former  manager  of  the 
Highland  Theatre  in  Highland  Park,  is 
now  connected  with  Exhibitors  Service 
. . . W.  E.  Calloway,  Warner  western  dis- 
trict manager,  checked  in  after  an  ex- 
tended trip  east  . . . The  Warner  ex- 
change was  a popular  spot  for  hot  and 
thirsty  Pilmrowites  as  the  office  personnel 
attempted  to  combat  the  heat  by  serving 
lemonade.  Exchange  closed  early  in  the 
afternoon  to  allow  employes  to  cool  off  at 
home  or  the  beach. 

Stanley  Brown,  son  of  the  manager  of 
the  West  Coast  Theatre  in  Long  Beach, 
and  Barbara  Brower,  daughter  of  Director 
Otto  Brower  of  20th  Century-Fox,  will  be 
married  October  1 . . . Bill  Ring,  Para- 
mount’s head  shipper,  spent  the  weekend 
in  Oakland  . . . Majestic  Pictures  booked 
"It  Can  Happen  Again,”  anti-war  film, 
into  the  Spreckels  Theatre,  San  Diego,  op- 
ening September  21  ...  Ed  Holm,  Warner 
exchange  publicist,  checked  in  from  con- 
tact work  in  San  Francisco  and  surround- 
ing territories  . . . Jack  Jacobs,  former 
Metro  booker  here,  who  was  sent  to  Salt 
Lake  City  as  a salesman,  has  checked  back 
to  join  the  sales  staff  here. 

Exhibitors  Service  has  added  Ed  Grigs- 
by to  its  staff  as  outside  contact  and 
salesman  and  has  signed  the  La  Moda 
Theatre,  Atascadero,  to  its  list  of  clients 
. . . Harry  Biederman  of  the  Linwood 
Theatre,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  E.  C.  Hart- 
man, operator  of  the  Murray  Theatre  in 
the  same  city,  toured  the  Warner  lot  dur- 
ing vacations  here. 

Sam  Milner,  Universal  salesman,  head- 
ed for  Corona  on  a business  trip  . . . Al 
O’Keefe,  western  district  manager  for  Uni- 
versal, came  in  from  a jaunt  to  Denver 
. . . Harry  Popkin,  of  the  Popkin-Ringer 
circuit,  returned  from  New  York,  where 
he  spent  several  weeks. 

Thornton  Sargent,  Pox  West  Coast  dis- 
trict manager,  and  Dave  Pred  turned  film 
editors  and,  using  newsreel,  short  sub- 
jects and  March  of  Time  clips,  whipped 
up  a “World  War  special”  feature  titled 
“Design  for  War.”  It  received  its  first 
booking  at  FWC’s  Carthay  Circle  Theatre 
in  support  of  “The  Women”  . . . The  Wil- 
shire  Theatre,  Santa  Monica,  has  just 
been  decked  out  with  a new  30-foot  mar- 
quee, large  enough  for  four  lines  of  letters 
. . . Art  Sanborn,  a Pilmrow  visitor,  re- 
ported his  new  theatre  in  El  Monte  prob- 
ably will  be  open  in  another  two  weeks. 

Bill  Swanso7i  planed  in  from  New  York 
after  an  extended  stay  in  the  east,  and 
announced  he  has  set  two  new  legitimate 
shows  for  production  at  his  Beaux  Arts 
Theatre  here,  now  playing  “White  Cargo.” 
Swanson  also  operates  the  Ojai  Theatre, 
a motion  picture  house,  in  Ojai  . . . Astor 
Pictures  staged  a special  screening  of 
"Tumbleweeds,”  the  reissue  of  the  William 
S.  Hart  western,  at  the  Marcal  Theatre 
in  Hollywood. 

George  (Daddy)  Hines,  who  manages 
the  Ambassador  Theatre,  was  regaling 
his  Pilmrow  friends  with  the  story  of  his 
visit  to  the  circus  when  it  was  in  town 
recently.  Hines  reminisced  throughout 
most  of  the  performance,  he  said,  with  a 
pair  of  old  pals,  both  in  their  80’s  and 


both  still  going  strong  with  the  sawdust 
troupe. 

Seth  Perkins,  of  the  San-Val  Drive- 
In  Theatre,  Burbank,  who  came  in 
for  bookings,  declared  it  was  almost 
neeessary  to  call  out  the  Coast  Guard  at 
his  theatre  when  the  unexpeeted  rams  hit 
the  Valley  . . . Mike  Newman,  Columbia 
exchange  exploiteer,  in  from  Seattle. 

The  Maynard,  Alvarado  and  Del  Mar 
theatres  all  went  dark  when  the  recent 
rainstorm  put  the  power  lines  out  of  com- 
mission . . . Universal’s  exchange  closed 
from  12:30  to  1:30  Tuesday  during  the 
funeral  services  for  Carl  Laemmle  sr.  . . . 
Patricia  Roth,  booker  at  Majestic  Pic- 
tures, is  back  on  the  job,  recovered  from 
a recent  appendectomy. 

Bessie  Largey,  Coast  Pictures  inspec- 
tress, who  lives  in  Long  Beach,  couldn’t 
make  it  to  work  one  day  when  heavy  rains 
flooded  highways  to  the  beach  commun- 
ity ..  . Bud  Meyers,  also  of  Coast,  pulled 
out  on  another  selling  trip  to  San  Ber- 
nardino and  vicinity. 

Coast  Pictures  has  acquired  local  dis- 
tribution rights  to  “Starlight  Night,”  a 
Christmas-season  picture  produced  in  Eng- 
land and  being  handled  in  America  by 
J.  H.  Hoffberg  Productions  . . . Coast 
has  also  announced  the  setup  of  an  “in- 
vitational” preview  system  on  its  forth- 
coming product  such  as  is  used  by  the 
major  studios.  Pictures,  to  be  screened 
at  the  Cinema  Theatre,  will  be  handled 
by  Louis  Berkoff,  manager  of  the  house. 

Nursing  a sprained  ankle,  Thornton 
Sargent,  Fox  West  Coast  first-run  mana- 
ger, took  a day  off  from  his  duties  ...  A 
trade  screening  of  Metro’s  “Babes  in 
Arms,”  co-starring  Mickey  Rooney  and 
Judy  Garland,  is  set  for  the  Fox  Boule- 
vard Theatre  October  2.  Showmen 
throughout  the  area  have  been  invited. 


SA]ir  IILAKIIE 

JAMES  THURBER,  whose  drawings  of 
^ neurotic  New  Yorkers  are  well  known, 
paused  in  Salt  Lake  City  en  route  to  New 
York  after  three  months  in  Hollywood. 

Manager  Bill  Gordon  of  the  local  War- 
ner exchaiige  is  making  an  extensive  sales 
trip  in  the  Montana  region,  while  "Buck” 
Wade,  newly  appointed  manager  here  for 
Universal,  is  on  his  maiden  trip  into  the 
territory  since  his  recent  appointment. 
Elaine  Alson  has  been  added  to  the  Uni- 
versal personnel  here  since  the  change 
in  management. 

Tony  Hartford,  local  sales  manager  for 
United  Artists,  is  back  after  a two-week 
sales  trip  into  Montana  . . . Traveling 
Auditor  Leo  Adler  is  visiting  at  United 
Artists,  having  come  on  from  Denver. 

Manager  F.  H.  Smith  of  the  Paramount 
exchange  is  back  after  a suceessful  Idaho 
trek  . . . Distriet  Manager  George  Smith 
is  to  be  here  for  a sales  conference  at 
Paramount  within  a few  days. 

Mrs.  Louis  Marcus,  wife  of  former  Mayor 
Marcus,  who  was  well  known  in  the- 
atrical circles  here  for  many  years  before 
his  death,  returned  this  week  from  war- 
ring Europe  with  her  son,  L.  H.  Marcus. 


^HE  big  item  of  conversation  during  the 
past  week  was  the  weather.  Por  the  first 
time  in  many  a year  the  term  “unusual” 
was  justly  used  in  reference  to  the  ex- 
treme heat  that  drove  the  mercury  up  to 
new  temperature  records  daily.  The  top 
in  San  Prancisco  was  98  on  September  21 
which  was  the  hottest  for  that  date  for  the 
past  26  years.  Theatres  here  not  equipped 
with  air  conditioning  solved  the  problem 
by  utilizing  many  tons  of  ice  in  front  of 
blowers. 

Firemen  in  town  for  their  annual  inter- 
national convention  took  over  the  Tele- 
news Theatre  for  a special  showing  of  the 
regular  show  which  contained  news  runs 
of  the  firemen  in  convention  and  else- 
where about  the  city.  This  took  place  at 
midiiight  on  Saturday,  September  23,  and 
over  400  visiting  firemen  took  time  off 
from  their  eonverition  aetivities  to  attend. 

The  Paramount  exchange  personnel  here 
journeyed  to  Orinda  on  Sunday,  the  24th, 
for  their  annual  picnic.  The  affair  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  East,  Paramount 
branch  manager,  and  the  day  was  passed 
in  swimming,  tennis,  dancing,  and  from 
what  we  gather,  plenty  of  eating.  The 
unanimous  report  was  a swell  time  had 
by  all. 

The  Fox  West  Coast  Theatres  chain  had 
07ie  of  its  meetings  this  week  with  man- 
agers from  as  far  down  the  state  as  Wat- 
sonville coming  in  for  the  conference. 
After  the  business  on  tap  was  dispensed 
with,  all  the  out-of-towners  converged 
on  the  Row  in  a body. 

The  following  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  Harvey  circuit:  Maurice  Lathrop 
moved  to  Palo  Alto  to  manage  the  Menlo 
and  Mayfield  theatres.  The  Oakdale  house, 
formerly  managed  by  Lathrop,  has  been 
closed.  Douglas  Hardy,  from  Palo  Alto  to 
the  McCloud  Theatre,  McCloud,  and  Ray 
Summers  from  McCloud  to  Portola.  Rotus 
Harvey,  head  of  the  Harvey  circuit,  has 
been  ill  for  the  past  two  weeks  but  is  now 
up  and  around  although  he  still  is  under 
doctor’s  care  and  must  take  it  easy  for  a 
while.  Rodda  Harvey  went  deer  hunting 
in  Portola  but  reported  no  luck. 

Governor  Olson  has  proclaimed  Novem- 
ber 23  as  the  official  Tha^iksgiving  Day 
for  California  and  exhibitors  are  making 
their  plans  accordingly . 

Visitors  to  the  Row  included  George 
Page  of  the  Ritz,  Calistoga;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  Stefanie,  Isletown  Theatre,  Isletown; 
Mike  Luft,  Varsity,  Davis;  Leland  Stanford 
Murphy,  Guerneville,  Guerneville;  Charles 
Gray,  Victoria,  Newman;  Ray  Kelsall,  Lib- 
erty and  Victory,  San  Jose,  and  George 
Smith,  Willetts,  Willetts  . . . Pat  Beards- 
lee.  Republic  steno,  has  been  absent  from 
her  desk  due  to  the  flu. 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

"Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 

Heywood-Wakelield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1964  So.  Vermont  RO.  1145 
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STARTING 

WELL  ALONG  COMPLETED 

- THE  STREET  OF  MISSING  MOMEN  — Preston 
Q Foster,  Ann  Dvorak,  Douglas  Fovvley,  Lorna 

Q Grey,  Veda  Ann  Borg.  Producer:  Jack  Fier. 

^ I>irector;  Sidney  Salkovv. 

THE  INCREDIBEE  MR.  WIELIAMS — Joan  Blon-  BEWARE  SPOOKS— Joe  E.  Brown,  Mary  Gar- 
den. Melvyn  Dougas,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Donald  lisle,  Marc  Lawrence,  Clarence  Kolb,  George 

MacBride.  Producer:  Everett  Riskin.  Direc-  Lewis,  Frank  Thomas.  Producer:  Robert  Sparks 

tor;  Alexander  Hall.  Director:  Edward  Sedgwdck. 

HIS  GIRL  FRIDAY — Rosalind  Russell.  Ralph  Bel-  IUjICTT  CARGO — Jack  Holt,  Kathleen  Howard 

lamy,  Cary  Grant.  Helen  Mack,  Ernest  Truex,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  John  Wray,  Paul  Fix.  Pro- 

Gene  Lockhart,  Roscoe  Karns.  Producer:  How-  ducer:  Larry  Darmour.  Director:  Lewis  D.  Col- 
ard Hawks.  Original:  Ben  Hecht,  Charles  Mac-  lins.  Original:  Albert  DeMond,  Eric  Taylor 

Arthur.  Screenplay:  Albert  DeMond. 

z 

o 


2 NICK  CARTER — Walter  Pidgeon.  Rita  Johnson, 

L Donald  Meek,  Addison  Richards,  Henry  Hull, 

^ Henry  Victor.  Producer:  Joe  Cohn.  Director: 

g Jacques  Tourneur. 

.V  CAFE  ON  THE  PRESIDENT — Ann  Sothern.  REMEMBER— Robert  Taylor,  Greer  Garson,  Lew 

William  Gargan,  Marsha  Hunt,  Tom  Neal,  Wal-  Ayres,  Billie  Burke  Lionel  Atwill,  George  Bar- 
ter Brennan.  Producer:  Edgar  Selwyn.  Director:  h’®'''  Sara  Haden,  Paul  Hurst,  Reginald  Owen. 

Robert  Sinclair.  Original:  Damon  Runyan.  ' Norman  Z. 

McLeod.  Original:  Norman  Z.  McLeod,  Corey 

DR.  KILDARE’S  SECRET— Lew  Ayres,  Lionel  Ford. 

Barrymore.  Laraine  Johnson,  Alec  Craig.  Pro-  , .-.-r,..?!,  c... -j. 

ducer:  Lou  Ostrow.  Director:  Harold  Burquet.  LOOKING  AT TLR  SANDY  Virginia  Weller,  Ian 

Orginal-  Max  Brand.  Hunter,  Henry  Hull,  Reginald  Owen.  Producer: 

Albert  Levoy.  Director:  William  Thiele. 

, HEROES  IN  BLtT^  — Dick  Purcell.  Bernadene 

O Hayes,  Charles  Quigley,  Lillian  Elliott.  Pro- 

^ ducer:  Ted  Williams.  (Sherwill  Productions). 

O Ldrector:  William  Watson.  Original:  Charles 

2 W lliams,  Charles  Curran.  Screenplay:  Charles 

Williams. 

DANGER  FLIGHT — John  Trent.  Marjorie  Rey- 
nolds, Milburn  Stone.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Original:  Hal 

Forrest. 

OPENED  BY  MISTAKE — Charles  Ruggles,  Robert 
Paige.  Janice  Logan,  William  Frawley.  Pro- 
ducer: Harold  Hurley.  Director:  George  Ar- 

• chainbaud.  Original:  Hal  Hudson,  Kenneth  Earl. 

< 

5 SAFARI — ^Madeleine  Carroll,  Douglas  Fairbanks 

2 jr..  Tullio  Carminati,  Muriel  Angelus.  Pro- 

ducer: Anthony  Veiller.  Director:  Edward  H. 
Griffith.  Screenplay:  Lawrence  Hazard,  Leon- 
ard Lee. 

WOMEN  BEHIND  BARS — Ellen  Drew,  William 

Henry,  John  Miljan,  Fay  Helm,  Judith  Barrett, 

Robert  Paige.  Producer:  Harold  Hurley.  Di- 

rector: Robert  Florey. 

THE  GAY  D.\YS  OF  VICTOR  HERBERT— Allan 

Jones,  Mary  Martin,  Susanna  Foster.  Jerome 

Cowan,  Lee  Bowman,  John  Garrick.  Producer: 

William  LeBaron.  Director:  Andrew  Stone. 

Screenplay:  Russel  Crouse,  Robert  Lively. 

Sl’NSET — Jimmy  Lydon,  Joan  Brodel.  Marjorie 

O Main.  Producer:  Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Jack 

^ Hively.  Original:  Joseph  Fields.  Screenplay; 

® Joseph  Fields,  Arthur  Caesar. 

MEXK'AN  SPITP'IRE — Lupe  Velez,  Leon  Errol, 

Donald  Woods.  Linda  Hayes.  Producer:  Cliff 

Reid.  Director:  Les  Goodwins.  Screenplay:  RENO — Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Claire  Dodd, 

Joseph  A.  Fields.  Hobart  Cavanagh,  Joyce  Compton,  Astrid  All- 

wyn.  Producer:  Robert  Si^k.  D. rector:  John 
I.EGION  OF  THE  L.AWLESS — George  O'Br'en,  Farrow. 

Virginia  Vale,  Chill  Wills.  Producer:  Bert  Gil- 
roy. Director;  David  Howard. 

REP. 

ROVIN’  TEMBLEWEEDS — Gene  Autry,  Mary  Car- 
COY  ERED  TR.VILER — James,  Lucile  and  Russell  lisle,  Smiley  Burnette,  Douglas  Dumhrille.  Pro- 

Gleason.  Harry  Davenport,  Mary  Beth  Hughes,  ducer:  William  Berke.  Director:  George  Sher- 

Tommy  Ryan.  Producer-Director:  Gus  Meins.  man. 

ROBIN  HOOD  OP  THE  PECOS — Roy  Rogers,  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  BOGGS  — Edward  Ellis. 

George  (Gabby)  Hayes.  Producer-Director:  Joe  Anita  Louise,  Margaret  Hamilton,  Richard  Lane, 

Kane.  Screenplay:  Stuart  Anthony.  Clem  Bevans.  Producer:  Robert  North.  Director; 

Dudley  Murphy.  Original:  Harry  Hamilton. 

X 

O he  MAKKIED  his  wife — Joel  McCrea,  Nancy 
h*  Kelly,  Mary  Boland.  Roland  Young.  Producer; 

^ Raymond  Griffith.  Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth. 

EVERYTHING  HAPPENS  AT  NIGHT  — Sonja 

Henie,  Ray  Milland,  Alan  Dinehart,  Fritz  Feld 

Producer:  Harry  Joe  Browm.  Director:  'Irving 

Cummings.  Screenplay:  Art  Arthur,  Robert  Har- 
ari. 

THE  MAN  WHO  WOt  LDN’T  TALK — Lloyd  Nolan. 

o 

Jean  Rogers,  Onslow  Stevens,  Eric  Blore,  Mae 

Marsh.  Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  David 

Burton.  Screenplay:  Robert  Ellis,  Helen  Logan. 

vn 

OF  MICE  AND  MEN  — Burgess  Meredith.  Lon 

Chaney  jr.,  Betty  Field,  Charles  Bickford,  Noah 

Beery  jr.,  Leone  Roberts,  Bob  Steele.  Pro- 

ducer: Hal  Roach.  Director:  Lewis  Milestone. 

Original;  John  Steinbeck.  Screenplay:  Lewis 

Milestone. 

> TEST  DRIVER  — Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine, 

& Peggy  Moran,  Jack  Arnold,  Sandra  King.  Pro- 

§ ducer;  Ben  Pivar.  Director:  Christy  CaV.anne. 

LITTLE  ACCIDENT  — Sandy  Henville,  Florence  , ,=>  d . 

Rice,  Richard  Carlson,  Hugh  Herbert,  Fritz  ‘"r'i^  Mack  Br^n  Bob 

Feld,  Joy  Hodges.  Producer:  Charles  ■ Lament.  R^ker.  Fuzzy  Knight.  Director:  Ray  Taylor. 

Director:  Charles  Lament. 

WB-FN 

THE  FIGHTING  69TH — James  Cagney,  George 

Brent,  Pat  O'Brien.  Priscilla  Lane.  Producer:  WE  ARE  NOT  ALONE — Paul  Muni,  Jane  Bryan, 

Lou  Edelman.  Director:  William  Keighley.  Una  O’Connor.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke.  Di- 

Screenplay:  Norman  Reilly  Raine.  rector:  Edmund  Goulding.  Original:  James  Hi’- 

ton. 

THE  ENEMY^  AVITHIN — Ronald  Reagan,  Lya  Lys. 

Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Lew  Seiler. 
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GIVEAWAYS  COST  200  THEATRES  IN  CHICAGO 
AREA  APPROXIMATELY  $1,000,000  ANNUALLY 


Practice  Gains  Steadily 
In  Ten-Year  Period; 

Dishes  Favored 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Approximately  $1,000,000,  con- 
servatively speaking,  is  spent  annually  by 
Chicago  area  exhibitors  in  about  200  thea- 
tres, in  offering  premium  inducements  to 
patrons  to  come  to  motion  picture  thea- 
tres. 

This  figure  comes  from  a survey  made 
through  the  various  premium  companies  in 
Chicago,  who  service  about  66  2/3  per 
cent  of  all  the  theatres  in  the  Windy  City 
film  territory,  with  some  type  of  premium. 

While  these  200  theatres  spend  that 
large  sum  every  year,  this  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  the  premium  companies  them- 
selves are  reaping  any  golden  harvest.  If 
anything,  the  opposite  is  true.  For,  with 
competition  keen  and  so  many  lines  being- 
offered,  the  premium  houses  are  operat- 
ing on  so  narrow  a margin  they  contend 
their  profits,  if  any,  are  small. 

Premiums  have  been  on  the  Chicago 
scene  for  about  10  years,  and  have  been 
steadily  growing  in  importance  to  the  in- 
dependent exhibitor  to  the  point  where 
many  feel  now  that,  as  the  business  is 
operated  today,  giveaways  and  other  in- 
ducements are  here  to  stay.  Some  thea- 
tres are  offering  premiums  four  to  six 
nights  a week,  with  some  even  using  them 
now  on  Sunday  nights. 

As  one  premium  dealer  put  it:  “There 
was  nothing  left  for  the  small  exhibitor  to 
do.  All  of  the  ace  pictures  are  run  on 
double  features  in  the  large  suburban 
houses,  and  the  exhibitor  with  three 
changes  or  more  a week,  offering  all  types 
of  pictures,  must  have  some  added  induce- 
ment to  offer  patrons.” 

Most  premium  men  agree,  however,  that 
some  exhibitors  are  overdoing  a good 
thing  in  offering  premiums  too  often  dur- 
ing the  week.  “We  have  found,”  said  one 
dealer,  “that  giveaways  should  be  offered 
only  two  nights  a week,  to  give  them  an 
edge;  otherwise  they  do  not  prove  to  be  a 
stimulant.” 

However,  now  with  so  many  theatres  of- 
fering premiums  and  giveaways  of  various 
types,  some  exhibitors  feel  that  all  that 
dishes  and  other  similar  deals  are  doing 
is  to  keep  business  up  to  where  it  is,  and 
is  not  stimulating  it  any  further. 

With  the  coming  of  the  fall  season,  the 
lengthier  deals  are  becoming  popular 
again.  A dinnerware  deal,  offering  “con- 
tinuity” to  it,  gets  the  women  patrons 
started  in  the  fall  season,  when  the  best 
of  Hollywood’s  efforts  are  on  the  screen. 
Thus,  after  many  months,  the  women 
have  to  keep  coming  to  the  theatre  to  com- 
plete in  some  fashion  the  set  of  dishes  they 
have  started  to  gather. 

But,  while  dishes  are  still  the  prime 


favorite,  any  type  that  will  click,  will  be 
readily  accepted  by  exhibitors.  Some 
theatres  even  offer  long-time  dish  deals 
on  one  night  a week,  and  alternate  with 
various  short  deals  on  other  nights.  Thus, 
in  some  of  the  premium  houses  on  Film- 
row,  the  premiums  available  to  exhibitors 
resemble  more  a department  store,  with 
lace  curtains,  earthenware,  kettles,  dish- 
cloths, bath-towels,  glassware,  silverware, 
books,  and  innumerable  other  items. 

Even  B&K  offers  premiums  in  many  of 
its  houses,  though  the  practice  is  not  wide- 
spread in  this  circuit,  and  is  used  in  only 
one  or  two  houses  in  the  Warner  circuit. 
It  is  understood  along  the  Row  that  one  or 
two  of  the  larger  circuits  may  soon  go  into 
premiums  on  a more  extensive  scale. 

Outside  of  Chicago  and  Cook  county,  in 
downstate  Illinois,  most  spots  that  are 
using  stimulants  still  are  offering  Bank 
Night  or  variants  of  it.  All  admit  that 
money  games,  provided  the  pots  are  per- 
mitted to  grow  weekly,  are  by  far  the  best 
boxoffice  stimulant.  In  northern  Indiana, 
money  games  also  are  used  in  many  spots. 


Product  Deals  Pace 
Slow;  Grosses  Rise 

Chicago — Though  business  has  been  on 
the  up-trend  during  the  last  two  weeks  in 
the  Chicago  area,  there  still  has  not  been 
a great  rush  on  the  part  of  independent 
exhibitors  to  consummate  1939-40  picture 
deals  with  the  exchanges. 

Most  of  the  new  season’s  releases  will 
not  be  available  to  local  “C”  and  first  week 
houses  until  late  October  or  early  Novem- 
ber. Therefore,  there  is  still  no  big  hurry 
to  put  the  deals  through. 


Kiwanis  Club  Hears  Leddy 
Defend  Block  Booking 

Oconto,  Wis. — Russ  Leddy,  manager  of 
Pox’s  Orpheum  Theatre  at  Green  Bay,  in 
an  address  before  the  Kiwanis  Club  here 
last  week  said  that  block  booking  is  neces- 
sary to  give  to  the  public  “the  great  variety 
and  volume  of  pictures  each  year.” 

The  system,  he  explained,  enables  pro- 
ducers to  book  sufficient  business  in  ad- 
vance of  the  making  of  the  pictures  which 
brings  them  the  financial  support  of  the 
banking  interests  to  produce  the  pictures. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  public,  as  a 
rule,  does  not  realize  that  the  film  indus- 
try is  not  merely  one  to  entertain  the  peo- 
ple, but  is  also  a commercial  venture. 


A New  Metro  Writer 

Hollywood — Harold  Friedman  has  join- 
ed Metro’s  writing  staff. 


with  dishes  being  used  in  the  larger  towns 
such  as  Gary,  Hammond,  and  Michigan 
City. 

Saturday  matinee  business,  which  always 
has  been  the  perennial  kid  day  for  thea- 
tres, is  almost  entirely  held  up  by  give- 
aways to  the  children.  A theatre  is 
shunned  by  the  youngsters  when  the  house 
doesn’t  offer  at  least  a candy  bar  or  bag 
of  popcorn  free  with  every  admission. 
Other  inducements  such  as  contests 
where  additional  prizes  are  given,  or  nu- 
merous cartoons  and  comedy  shorts,  also 
are  offered  in  practically  every  theatre  in 
the  city. 

There  are  ten  companies  that  deal  in 
some  form  of  premiums  in  the  Chicago 
area.  Of  these,  only  one  deals  in  dishes 
alone.  All  the  others  offer  dishes  and 
numerous  other  giveaway  items.  Still  an- 
other offers  only  a book  deal.  All  are  con- 
sistently after  the  exhibitors  with  “new 
and  better”  offerings,  with  the  result  that 
many  houses  may  have  two  or  three  over- 
lapping premium  deals  from  various  com- 
panies. 


I-I  Boosts  Prior  to 
Fall  Business  Push 

Chicago — The  opening  meeting  of  In- 
diana-Illinois  Theatres’  fall  drive  in  cele- 
bration of  the  film  industry’s  50th  jubilee 
was  used  as  the  occasion  for  announcing 
several  promotions  within  the  organiza- 
tion. The  meeting  was  an  all-day  affair 
at  the  Blackstone  Hotel,  climaxed  by  all 
managers  and  their  wives  viewing  the 
night  portion  of  the  American  Legion 
parade. 

Rex  Williams,  manager  of  the  Hoosier, 
Whiting,  has  been  upped  to  city  manager 
of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  succeeding  Syd  Holland, 
resigned.  Succeeding  Williams  is  Chick 
'Thompkins  of  East  Chicago.  Named  to 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  Whiting,  is  Leon 
Kulich  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  a new  appoint- 
ment to  the  I-I  managership  group.  Mel 
Blieden  is  temporarily  in  charge  of  the 
Vogue  and  Forsythe,  East  Chicago. 

Following  the  morning  meeting  of  the 
managers,  during  which  time  the  wives 
saw  a special  screening  of  M-G-M’s  “Babes 
in  Arms,”  a luncheon  was  held.  After  the 
afternoon  meetings,  dinner  was  served. 


Belpark  and  Will  Rogers 
Adding  Dish  Giveaways 

Chicago — B&K  will  add  dish  premiums 
in  two  more  houses  October  14,  when 
the  Belpark  and  Will  Rogers  start  give- 
aways. The  deal  is  being  handled  by  Vance 
Schwartz  and  Howard  Lubliner  of  Quality 
Premium. 
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Legionnaires  Toll 
Takes  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Bedlam  broke  loose  in  the 
Windy  City  as  250,000  American  Legion- 
naires and  their  families  took  over  the 
second  largest  city  in  the  United  States 
at  their  21st  annual  convention. 

The  film  industry  was  well  represented 
with  Warner’s  contribution  to  “Oomph,” 
Ann  Sheridan,  leading  the  all-day  parade 
Tuesday  on  a white  horse.  Jack  Benny 
garnered  plenty  of  plugs  for  Paramount 
as  master  of  ceremonies  at  a dinner. 

Numerous  stars  also  appeared  at  the 
“Night  of  Stars”  Wednesday  night  at  Sol- 
diers Field. 

Theatres  throughout  the  city  suffered. 
With  most  of  the  town  looking  forward 
to  the  convention  for  weeks,  people  pack- 
ed the  streets  in  the  loop. 

All  newsreels  “shot”  the  big  parade  on 
Tuesday,  with  crews  roving  along  the  line 
of  march  on  Michigan  Ave.  taking  crowd 
and  feature  shots. 


Engineering  Troubles  Halt 
“Rulers"  Caravan 

Chicago — Carl  Krueger,  working  out  of 
Cliff  Lewis’  studio  publicity  department 
for  Paramount,  was  caught  here  the  fore- 
part of  this  week  when  word  came  that, 
due  to  engineering  troubles,  the  “Rulers 
of  the  Sea”  caravan  would  not  continue 
its  tour. 

With  the  Legion  convention  on  and 
with  one  of  Paramount’s  top  publicity 
grabbers.  Jack  Benny,  here  as  one  of  the 
main  attractions,  Krueger  didn’t  wait  long 
to  make  his  presence  here  of  use. 

He  put  together  a cocktail  party  at  the 
Sherman  Hotel,  with  Benny  serving  as 
host  and  “press  agent”  for  Paramount’s 
“What  a Life,”  starring  Jackie  Cooper 
and  Betty  Field,  which  “accidentally”  was 
to  open  Thursday  at  the  B&K  Apollo  The- 
atre. And,  incidentally,  Krueger  didn’t 
forget  to  enlighten  the  press  Benny  would 
have  another  Paramount  picture  ready 
shortly.  Even  his  telegram  of  invitation, 
over  Benny’s  signature,  got  attention.  It 
follows: 

“Don’t  tell  Fi'ed  Allen,  but  Paramount 
has  named  me  its  peripatetic  press  agent. 
Right  now  I am  plugging  ‘What  a Life,’ 
a grand  picture  with  Jackie  Cooper  and 
Betty  Field.  And  since  seeing  Betty  have 
forgotten  all  about  Myrna  Loy.  I would 
be  honored  by  your  presence  at  a party 
. . . to  discuss  future  of  myself  and  the 
motion  pictures  I have  NOT  been  in.  By 
the  way,  Joe  Louis,  heavyweight  cham- 
pion, will  also  be  present,  and  you  can 
watch  me  show  him  the  punch  I am  gonna 
use  on  Fi’ed  Allen  in  the  picture  we’re 
making  for  Paramount  next  summer. 
What  a life.  (How  am  I doin’?).” 


Plans  New  Theatre  Front 

Bloomfield,  Ind. — Myers  Flater,  opera- 
tor of  the  Citadel  Theatre  here,  is  plan- 
ning a new  front  for  his  theatre.  A new 
marquee  will  be  installed,  with  work  com- 
mencing the  first  of  the  month. 


Adelphi  Case  Set 
For  Nov,  14 

Chicago — As  expected,  the  Adelphi 
Theatre  case  against  B&K  and  the  ma- 
jors before  Federal  Judge  James  Wilker- 
son  was  postponed  until  November  14 
when  it  came  up  for  hearing  on  Tues- 
day. 


Television  Receivers 
Due,  Nicholas  Says 


Fort  Wayne — E.  A.  Nicholas,  president 
of  Farnsworth  Television  & Radio  Corp., 
announces  that  the  company,  not  yet  a 
year  old.  expects  to  have  television  re- 
ceiver sets  before  the  holidays  “for  dem- 
onstration purposes  and  possibly  for  sale.” 

The  announcement  was  made  in  a let- 
ter calling  stockholders  to  the  first  an- 
nual meeting  to  be  held  here.  In  addition 
to  television  receivers,  the  company  manu- 
factures radio  receivers  and  Capehart 
phonograph-radio  combinations. 

“A  substantial  part  of  our  budgeted 
production  for  the  remainder  of  the  calen- 
dar year  has  been  obtained,”  Nicholas  told 
stockholders. 

Nicholas  said  the  company’s  plans  for 
the  immediate  future  include:  Strength- 
ening of  the  distributor-dealer  organiza- 
tion, further  development  of  the  Capehart 
business,  development  and  production  of 
both  sight  and  sound  transmitting  appa- 
ratus and  expansion  of  television  pro- 
duction as  the  market  develops. 

The  Farnsworth  Co.,  incorporated  last 
December,  has  a plant  at  Marion,  Ind.,  as 
well  as  here.  As  a result  of  experimental 
and  research  work  by  predecessor  com- 
panies, the  corporation  now  owns  a large 
number  of  inventions  regarded  as  of  “fun- 
damental importance  in  development  of 
electronic  television,  Nicholas  said. 


Paramount  War  Reels  Get 
Chicago  Press  Comment 

Chicago — Paramount  News’  latest  war 
special,  showing  the  German  occupation 
of  Danzig  and  the  Polish  corridor,  and 
scenes  from  Warsaw,  received  consider- 
able space  in  local  dailies. 

The  pictures  were  well  received,  too,  by 
exhibitors,  who  reported  considerable  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  patrons. 

Several  of  the  local  dailies  used  special 
Associated  Press  wirephotos  of  clips  from 
the  reel,  with  the  Chicago  Tribune  devot- 
ing practically  the  entire  back  page  to  the 
pictures,  giving  Paramount  credit. 


Sconce  Adds  4th  Unit 

Greenfield,  Ind. — J.  B.  Sconce,  operator 
of  the  Brownie  Theatre  in  Brownsburg; 
the  Community  at  Greenwood,  and  the 
Playhouse  at  Edinburg,  has  taken  over  the 
operation  of  the  State  Theatre  here  from 
the  Ellis  brothers,  who  have  operated  the 
house  for  many  years. 


Wisconsin  Cullivales 
Juvenile  Business 

Milwaukee — With  the  faU  and  winter 
show  season  rolling  around,  Wisconsin  ex- 
hibitors are  putting  on  a big  play  for 
juvenile  business  with  special  Saturday 
shows. 

Thirteen  Warner-Saxe  houses  here  fea- 
tured Mickey  Mouse  birthday  parties  with 
six  Mickey  Mouse  cartoons  in  addition  to 
the  regular  show.  A similar  show,  topped 
by  a free  ice  cream  bar,  was  staged  by 
Saxe’s  Jeffris  Theatre  in  Janesville.  War- 
ner’s Sheboygan  in  Sheboygan  and  the 
Wamer-Saxe  Capitol  in  Madison,  also  fea- 
tured Mickey  Mouse  parties. 

In  the  latter  city,  Ashley  Theatres’  Or- 
pheum  countered  with  a circus  and  wild 
west  show  featuring  Tom  Meekes  and  his 
trained  animals  on  the  stage,  plus  “Out- 
law of  the  Range”  and  five  Disney  car- 
toons. The  Eastwood  advertised  a 7-unit 
show  for  kids  for  that  day,  which  included 
the  first  episode  of  “Fighting  Devil  Dogs,” 
a Three  Stooges  comedy,  a Popeye  car- 
toon, a color  cartoon,  two  sport  reels  and 
the  feature,  “Crime  Takes  a Holiday.” 

Fox’s  Odeon  at  Beaver  Dam  advertised 
a four-hour  Donald  Duck  party  for  Sep- 
tember 23  with  admission  at  a dime  for  all 
kids  under  12.  The  show  included  the 
flickers  “Stanley  and  Livingstone,”  “Five 
Little  Peppers”  and  six  short  subjects. 

Latest  wrinkle  devised  by  the  Jeffris  in 
Janesville  is  a Junior  Fire  Fighters  Club 
with  sessions  held  each  Saturday  after- 
noon at  the  theatre.  Management  of  the 
house  has  annoimced  that  the  local  fire 
chief  “will  give  full  cooperation  to  our 
new  club.” 

To  compete  with  the  Fire  Fighters  Club, 
Fox’s  Myers  Theatre  in  Janesville  has  in- 
augurated the  “Safety  Patrol  Club,  which 
meets  every  Saturday  morning  at  the  thea- 
tre. An  amateur  show  aired  over  WCLO 
is  held  in  connection  with  this  meeting 
with  three  prizes  awarded  each  week  to 
the  best  boy  or  girl  amateur  performers. 

A grand  prize  is  to  be  awarded  at  the 
end  of  ten  weeks  with  every  member  who 
attends  all  meetings  eligible  to  participate. 
Prizes  constitute  merchandise  promoted  by 
the  theatre  from  local  stores. 

At  Racine,  the  Mainstreet  Theatre  is 
again  conducting  from  its  stage  each 
Saturday  morning  the  Happy  Hours  Show, 
aired  over  station  WRJN  and  sponsored 
by  the  Sinclair  Oil  Co.  Admittance  is  by 
membership  card  only  and  such  cards  are 
available  from  local  Sinclair  stations. 


Subpoenae  Halperin  and 
Immerman  in  Gary  Case 

Chicago — Alex  Halperin,  head  booker  in 
Chicago  for  Warner  Theatres,  and  Walter 
Immerman,  general  manager  of  B&K, 
have  been  subpoenaed  for  depositions  by 
counsel  for  the  Gary  Theatre  Co.  (V.  U. 
Young)  of  Gary,  in  the  latter’s  anti-trust 
monopoly  suit  against  B&K,  Warner  The- 
atres and  the  majors. 

Depositions  will  be  taken  next  Monday, 
October  2. 
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BOB  HOPE,  the  Paramount  comedian, 
and  Mrs.  Hope  adopted  a baby  boy 
from  the  famous  Evanston  orphanage,  the 
Cradle,  over  the  weekend  . . . Jimmy 
Luntzell,  formerly  with  the  B&K  publicity 
department,  has  left  for  Pittsburgh  where 
he  will  become  publicity  director  of  Radio 
Station  KDKA. 

A new  floor  has  been  built  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  Photoplay  Advertising  Bldg. 

Ralph  Ravenscroft  and  Bill  Lansberg 
are  new  Paramount  exploiteers  working 
out  of  the  Chicago  exchange  on  “What  a 
Life.” 

Here  with  the  Ann  Sheridan  entourage 
while  the  Warner  film  player  was  here 
for  the  Legion  convention  tvere  Mitchell 
Rosson  of  the  home  office  publicity  de- 
partment. Marie  Dyches  of  the  studio  pub- 
licity office,  and  Harry  Anger  of  the  War- 
ner Theatres  operation  department. 

All  film  buildings  along  the  Row  were 
decorated  for  the  Legion  convention. 

Jack  Barnett  of  the  Kansas  City  of- 
fice of  Movietone  News  was  here  aiding 
Emile  Montemurro  in  covering  the  con- 
vention. 

H.  S.  Teitel  of  Indianapolis  was  among 
the  filmite  Legionnaires  here.  He  visited 
his  brother,  Abe  Teitel. 

Al  Bezel’s  “Paroled  From  the  Big  House’’ 
is  now  playing  several  engagements  in 
B&K  suburban  and  independent  houses. 

Among  the  winners  of  the  recent  B&K 
employes’  golf  tourney  were  R.  Swartz, 
Tivoli;  E.  Jacobs,  Congress;  C.  Tucker, 
Varsity;  Harry  Lustgarten,  Joe  Stout,  Roy 
Bruder,  Joe  Kaufman,  and  Bill  Crouch. 

Warner  theatre  department  girls  took 
the  day  off  Wednesday  for  an  outing  at 
Lincolnshire  Country  Club,  Crete,  III. 

All  exchanges  closed  early  on  Tuesday 
so  employes  could  have  some  extra  time 
to  see  the  parade  of  the  American  Legion. 

CAPA  held  a meeting  late  Tuesday  night 
at  its  clubrooms  following  the  legion  pa- 
rade. 

A thief  broke  the  plate  glass  window 
of  the  Stanley  Theatre  Supply  Co.  and 
took  a coin-changer.  Nothing  else  was 
found  missing. 

Carl  Borak  is  planning  to  reopen  the  old 
Panorama  Theatre.  He  has  renamed  it 
the  Essex  Theatre. 

Clyde  Eckhardt,  20  th  Century-Pox 
branch  manager,  has  announced  that  the 
Chicago  trade  screening  of  “Hollywood 
Cavalcade”  will  take  place  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, October  3,  at  the  Esquire  Theatre. 

Edith  Balaban  is  in  charge  of  the  bowl- 
ing activities  of  the  Women’s  Film  In- 
dustry Club.  The  group  has  organized  two 
teams  and  bowls  every  Monday  night  at 
the  Roosevelt  Alleys. 

The  revival  of  “The  Birth  of  a Nation” 
did  outstanding  business  during  its  eight- 
day  run  at  the  Gallos  Brothers’  Woodlawn 
Theatre  on  the  south  side. 


Personnel  Changes 
Made  by  Coslon 

Chicago — Necessitated  by  the  resignation 
of  Harry  Mintz,  manager  of  the  Warner 
Parthenon,  Hammond,  Ind.,  to  become 
manager  of  Butterfield  theatre  circuit  in 
Michigan,  numerous  changes  are  an- 
nounced in  the  Chicago  Warner  theatre 
zone.  Promotions  are  from  the  ranks, 
said  Zone  Manager  Jimmy  Coston,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  circuit’s  personnel  han- 
dling. 

The  changes:  Marcel  Brazee,  from  the 
Avalon  to  the  Parthenon;  Marlowe  Cor- 
ner, Rhodes  to  the  Avalon;  Bud  Erickson, 
Ogden  to  the  Rhodes;  John  Field,  Grove 
to  Ogden;  John  Maloney,  Cosmo  to  Grove; 
Ray  Kenney,  assistant  at  the  Capitol,  to 
manager  of  the  Cosmo;  Tom  Randall,  as- 
sistant Avalon  to  assistant  Capitol;  George 
Gross,  assistant  Jeffrey  to  assistant  Ava- 
lon; Ed  Friedwald,  assistant  Oakland 
Square  to  assistant  Jeffrey;  Jack  Flem- 
ing, chief-of-staff  at  the  Avalon  to  as- 
sistant at  the  Hamilton,  and  Harry  Cor- 
bett, assistant  Hamilton  to  assistant  Oak- 
land. 


Steve  Bennis  Charged  With 
Operating  Lottery  Plan 

Lincoln,  III. — Steve  Bennis,  local  the- 
atre operator,  is  under  indictment  charged 
with  setting  up  and  operating  a lottery 
in  the  form  of  a Bank  Night  in  his  the- 
atre. Informed  of  the  grand  jury’s  ac- 
tion, Bennis  said  he  would  continue  opera- 
tion of  the  game. 


Holland  Quits  1-1  Chain  for 
Schine  Syracuse  Post 

Elkhart,  Ind. — Syd  Holland,  for  several 
years  manager  of  the  Elco  Theatre  here, 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Indiana-Illi- 
nois  Theatres,  Inc.,  out  of  Chicago,  has 
resigned  to  accept  a position  as  manager 
of  the  Eckle  Theatre  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
for  the  Schine  circuit. 


"U-Boat  29"  to  Open  Run 
At  Garrick  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Columbia’s  “U-Boat  29,”  an 
English-made  picture  starring  Conrad 
Veidt  and  Valerie  Hobson,  was  to  open 
Friday  at  the  Garrick  Theatre. 

Universal’s  reissue  of  “All  Quiet”  is  due 
to  open  at  the  house  either  October  6 or 
13. 


Dick  Sachsel  Is  Chicago 
Sales  Head  for  Astor 

Chicago — Dick  Sachsel  has  been  named 
Chicago  sales  head  for  Astor  Pictures 
Corp.,  with  headquarters  at  the  Capitol- 
Monogram  exchange,  1250  South  Wabash. 
Astor  is  featuring  the  reissue  of  William 
S.  Hart’s  “Tumbleweeds,”  with  a talking 
prologue  by  the  western  star. 


^HE  Rivoli  Theatre  at  La  Crosse  cele- 
brated its  20th  anniversary  last  week 
by  giving  a souvenir  coin  of  the  new  bridge 
spanning  the  Mississippi  river  at  La  Crosse 
to  the  first  thousand  persons. 

The  Colonial,  local  nabe  house,  is  now 
featuring  book  night. 

E.  J.  Weisfeldt’s  Riverside  Theatre  is 
conducting  “What’s  the  Answer”  night 
each  Thursday  with  $50  in  weekly  cash 
prizes.  Hook-up  is  made  with  a local 
baking  company  and  aired  from  the  thea- 
tre stage  over  WEMP. 

A.  Matt  Werner,  president  of  the  She- 
boygan Majestic  Theatre  Co.,  Sheboygan, 
has  been  named  to  the  board  of  regents  of 
the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

Joseph  Ecker  and  Roy  Pfeiffer  are  go- 
ing ahead  with  plans  for  the  remodeling  of 
their  theatre  at  Brillion. 

Eddie  Cantor  stretched  his  legs  at  the 
county  airport  here  September  21  while  en 
route  from  Minneapolis  to  Chicago,  by  tak- 
ing a short  bike  ride,  much  to  the  delight 
of  the  young  lady  who  owned  the  vehicle. 
Cantor  made  a one-day  appearance  Sep- 
tember 26  at  the  Coronado  in  Rockfield, 
III. 

Miss  Gladys  Schrameyer,  former  cashier 
at  the  Rex  Theatre  in  Sheboygan,  was 
married  last  week  to  Alex  Kunstman,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Majestic  Theatre  in  that 
city. 

Otis  V.  Loyd,  manager  of  the  Rivoli 
Theatre  at  Two  Rivers,  has  announced  the 
installation  of  a new  sound  system  at  the 
house. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Standard  Thea- 
tres Co.  and  M-G-M,  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  showing  of  film  twice 
a month  to  patients  at  Willowbrook  Sana- 
torium near  Kenosha. 
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'Wings  Over  Indianapolis' 
Now  Being  Produced 

Indianapolis — Aviation  interests  here 
will  feature  a talking  picture  now  being 
produced  for  the  Indianapolis  Aero  Club. 
The  film  will  be  titled  “Wings  Over  In- 
dianapolis” and  will  embody  civilian,  com- 
mercial and  military  flying  activities  in 
the  city. 

Showing  of  the  picture  has  been  ar- 
ranged in  the  six  Olson  Enterprise  the- 
atres starting  October  30  at  the  Vogue 
Theatre  for  three  days.  It  will  be  shown 
in  the  Oriental,  Ritz,  St.  Clair,  Strand 
and  Uptown  respectively. 

Cooperating  with  the  Indianapolis  Aero 
Club  in  the  production  of  the  picture  are 
the  Indianapolis  Pilots  Ass'n,  the  113th 
Observation  Squadron,  Indiana  National 
Guard,  and  the  Aviation  Post  of  the 
American  Legion. 


Four  Features  Fall  Under 
"Adult"  Classification 

Chicago — Listed  under  “adult”  classifi- 
cation in  the  first  half  of  September  rat- 
ings of  the  Chicago  Better  Films  Council, 
were : 

“Bachelor  Mother,”  RKO;  “It  Could 
Happen  to  You,”  20th  Century-Fox;  “Un- 
dercover Doctor,”  Paramount,  and  “When 
Tomorrow  Comes,”  Universal. 

Only  three  pictures  were  listed  for  the 
family:  “Blondie  Takes  a Vacation,”  Co- 
lumbia; “The  Under-Pup,”  Universal,  and 
“Forbidden  Music,”  Unity. 

The  adult  and  young  adult  group  in- 
cluded: “Beau  Geste,”  Paramount; 

“Climbing  High,”  20th-Fox:  “Golden  Boy,” 
Columbia:  “Hell’s  Kitchen,”  Warner: 

“Mutiny  on  the  Blackhawk,”  Universal, 
and  “The  Saint  in  London,”  RKO, 


Benefit  Show  Nets  Nearly 
$200  for  Artificial  Leg 

Springfield,  III. — More  than  $178.50 
was  raised  at  a benefit  performance  at 
the  Pantheon  Theatre  which  will  be  used 
to  buy  an  artificial  leg  for  little  Flora 
Christina  Sims,  4,  who  lost  her  right  leg 
in  a train  tragedy  several  months  ago.  Her 
sister,  Ruth,  7,  died  as  a result  of  the 
accident.  The  benefit  was  arranged  by 
Nicholas  Kerasotes,  manager  of  the  the- 
atre. 


"Wizard  of  Oz"  Parade 
Staged  in  Elgin,  111, 

Elgin,  III. — Norman  Pyle.  M-G-M  ex- 
ploiteer,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  local 
Community  Fund  committee,  staged  a 
“Wizard  of  Oz”  parade  in  conjunction 
with  the  Crocker  Theatre,  that  attracted 
10,000  persons  to  the  business  district  of 
the  town. 


RCA  in  Green  Bay  House 

Green  Bay,  Wis. — The  Orpheum  here, 
managed  by  Russ  Leddy  for  the  Green  Bay 
Operating  Co.,  a Fox  subsidiary,  has  in- 
stalled new  RCA  Photophone  sound. 


gEEN  along  the  Row;  Dan  Massey, 
Worthington:  Bill  Studebaker,  Logans- 
port;  Mrs.  Dorothy  Landsdorfer,  New  Ha- 
ven; Harry  Van  Noy,  Anderson;  Harmon 
Allison.  Mooresville;  Tiaieman  Rembusch. 
Franklin:  Harry  Vonderschmitt,  Bloom- 
ington; Dick  Vlastos,  Fowler;  E.  R. 
Crouch,  Fairmount;  Sam  Neall,  Kokomo; 
Billy  Connors,  Marion;  Lisle  Kreighbaum, 
Rochester;  Howard  Morin,  Brookville; 
Douglass  Haney.  Albion;  Wm.  Luckett, 
Scottsburg;  T.  N,  Luckett,  French  Lick; 
D.  G.  Steinkamp,  English;  Geo.  Mailers, 
Bluffton;  J.  B.  Sconce,  Edinburg;  Joe 
Schilling,  Connersville;  Roy  Harrold, 
Rushville. 

Roy  Churchill,  manager  at  RKO,  visit- 
ed Fort  Wayne  on  business  last  week. 

Harold  Nord  was  host  to  the  Indian- 
apolis Bookers  Club  at  an  informal  get- 
together. 

Les  Savage,  Columbia  home  office  rep- 
resentative. was  in  town  recently  visiting 
the  branch  here. 

Harry  Gorman  and  Homer  Knox  ac- 
companied William  Marriott,  branch 
manager,  to  the  divisional  sales  conven- 
1 ion  of  Republic  Pictures  held  recently  in 
Chicago. 

Charles  F.  Kreighbaum,  operator  of  the 
Are  Theatre,  Lafayette,  has  been  on  the 
sick  list  for  the  last  couple  of  weeks,  but 
is  recovering  now. 

Harry  Watts,  operator  of  the  Alhambra 
Theatre  in  Knightstown,  is  recuperating 
at  his  home  after  being  released  from  the 
hospital  in  Warsaw,  Ind.  Watts  has  been 
in  ill  health  for  some  time. 

Percy  Gladden,  operator  of  the  Roxy 
Theatre  in  Bloomington  and  hailed  as  one 
of  the  oldest  exhibitors  in  the  state,  is 
now  at  home  convalescing  after  being  hos- 
pitalized in  Indianapolis  for  several  weeks. 

E.  T.  Gomersall,  district  manager,  and 
W.  Heineman,  western  divisional  mana- 
ger, were  visitors  at  the  local  Universal 
office. 

B.  M.  Steam,  district  manager  of  United 
Artists  out  of  Cleveland,  was  in  Indiayi- 
apolis  at  the  local  exchange. 

Charlene  Cook,  after  a three-week 
leave  of  absence,  has  returned  to  her 
post  in  the  Paramount  office. 


Perk  Assists  Collins 

Indianapolis — Col.  Ken  Collins,  mana- 
ger of  the  Indiana  Theatre,  has  appoint- 
ed Sam  Perk  as  his  assistant.  Perk  has 
been  connected  in  the  film  business  for 
several  years  as  booker  at  the  local  Uni- 
versal and  Grand  National  offices. 


Lease  at  Amboy 

Amboy,  III. — Marchesi  Brothers  have 
taken  a lease  on  a local  store  building  and 
plan  to  renovate  it  into  a new  theatre, 
which  will  take  the  place  of  the  Amboy 
Theatre  when  completed. 


Olson  Building  Petition 
Action  Gets  Setback 


Indianapolis — The  zoning  board  de- 
ferred action  until  October  9 on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Charles  M.  Olson  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  to  build  a $75,000  theatre 
with  a parking  lot  at  5835  E.  Washing- 
ton St. 

About  15  residents  of  the  vicinity  ap- 
peared to  protest  against  the  proposed 
theatre,  asserting  that  noise  caused  by 
automobiles  and  patrons  coming  in  and 
out  of  the  theatre  would  constitute  a 
public  nuisance. 

The  proposed  house  would  be  located 
between  the  Irving  at  5600  E.  Washing- 
ton St.,  operated  by  Geo.  Settos  circuit, 
and  the  Golden  at  6100  E.  Washington, 
recently  taken  over  by  the  Cantor  Bros. 


Leo  Atanasoff,  5L  Is 
Dead  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — Leo  Atanasoff,  51,  former- 
ly associated  with  his  brothers  in  the 
operation  of  the  World  Theatre  here,  died 
last  week.  After  the  brothers  lost  the 
theatre  through  foreclosure  action,  four 
of  them  went  to  the  department  of  jus- 
tice and  interstate  commerce  commission 
at  Washington  to  complain  that  their  fi- 
nancial condition  was  caused  because  films 
were  withheld  from  them. 

Later  they  protested  to  the  city  attor- 
ney, mayor  and  common  council.  The 
World  now  is  a circuit  house.  Atanasoff 
is  survived  by  his  wife  and  four  brothers. 


Ramsey  Supply  St,  Louis 
Agent  for  Brenkert-RCA 

St.  Louis — R.  H.  Ramsey  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co.  here  has  been  named  to  handle 
the  Brenkert-RCA  tieup  in  St.  Louis. 

Among  several  jobs  that  Ramsey  has 
outfitted  lately  are  included  the  New 
American  Theatre  of  Thede  Coleman,  in 
Mount  Carmel,  111.,  and  the  New  Moon 
Theatre  of  Tlieodore  Charles,  in  Vin- 
cennes, Ind. 

The  Ramsey  Theatre  Supply  is  headed 
by  “Pete”  Ramsey. 


"Ninotchka"  and  "Babes" 
To  Get  Trade  Showing 

Chicago — Numerous  trade  screenings  of 
“Ninotchka”  and  “Babes  in  Arms”  will  be 
held  in  Jack  Flynn’s  midwest  district  by 
M-G-M.  The  first  are  set  for  Indian- 
apolis to  be  held  on  October  2 at  the  St. 
Clair  Theatre,  with  luncheon  at  the  Clay- 
pool  Hotel.  Wade  W.  Willman,  Indian- 
apolis M-G-M  branch  manager,  will  be 
the  host. 


Kilgore  Injured  and  Car 
Wrecked  Near  Onarga 

Onarga,  III. — W.  E.  Kilgore,  manager  of 
the  Modernistic  Theatre  here,  was  slight- 
ly injured  and  his  car  badly  wrecked  in  an 
auto  accident  near  Onarga. 
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Independents  Assail 
Orpheum  Price  Cut 

Minneapolis — Local  independent  neigh- 
borhood exhibitors  are  complaining  about 
the  Orpheum’s  reduction  in  matinee  prices 
for  stage-screen  shows  to  25  cents  to  1 
p.  m.  and  35  cents  thereafter  to  5 p.  m. 
Scale  had  been  35  and  40  cents,  respec- 
tively. Admission  remains  at  55  cents  af- 
ter 5 p.  m. 

Reduction  might  have  been  influenced 
by  Minnesota  Theatre’s  cut  from  30  cents 
to  25  cents  for  the  period  from  1 to  5:30 
p.  m.,  but  the  independents,  who  staged 
a successful  fight  three  years  ago  to  force 
the  Orpheum  to  boost  admission  prices 
for  stage-screen  shows,  claim  it’s  going 
to  hurt  them. 

These  independent  exhibitors  allege 
they  are  unable  to  play  pictures  profitably 
on  subsequent  runs  at  25  cents  admission 
after  they’ve  been  shown  at  the  Orpheum 
in  conjunction  with  “big  stage  shows”  at 
a low  scale.  The  same  condition  holds 
true,  they  assert,  with  pictures  that  play 
the  25-cent  Gopher  and  15-25-cent  dou- 
ble feature  Aster  first-runs  downtown. 

Prior  to  the  fight  three  years  ago,  the 
Orpheum’s  scale  for  stage-screen  shows 
was  25-35-40  cents,  the  same  as  obtains 
now  for  straight  films.  Other  downtown 
first-run  theatres  playing  stage  shows  oc- 
casionally charged  similar  admission 
prices. 

As  a weapon  to  force  the  boosting  of 
stage-screen  show  admission  prices,  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  boycotted  RKO  prod- 
uct, although  it  was  insisted  that  RKO 
had  no  interest  in  the  Orpheum  here. 

The  Minnesota  plays  stage  shows  regu- 
larly, but  has  only  independent  screen 
product.  Its  scale  is  15  cents  to  1 p.  m., 
25  cents  to  5:30  p.  m.  and  30  cents  to 
closing.  The  Orpheum  has  only  occasion- 
al stage  shows. 

National  Statistics  Show 
Iowa  Business  Upturn 

Des  Moines — No  matter  how  much  Iowa 
exhibitors  moan  about  business,  national 
statisticians  can  find  nothing  to  cry  about. 

An  industrial  employment  gain  of  50,376 
in  Iowa  from  mid-July  to  mid-August  was 
reported  Saturday  by  the  United  States 
department  of  commerce.  The  gain,  ap- 
proximately the  average  for  midwestern 
states,  amounted  to  1.2  per  cent.  These 
figures  for  Iowa  were  exclusive  of  the 
gains  in  building  construction  employment, 
which  would  up  them  considerably. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Iowa  continues 
to  be  one  of  the  brightest  spots  for  busi- 
ness on  the  map  appearing  in  the  October 
issue  of  Nation’s  Business,  published  by  the 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


New  Sound  for  Two 

Kansas  City — F.  J.  Ledoux,  operating 
the  Arcada  at  Holton,  Kas.,  is  installing 
new  RCA  sound.  A similar  equipment  or- 
der has  been  placed  with  Don  Davis,  local 
RCA  representative,  by  the  Uptown,  a 
Pox  Midwest  house  at  Muscatine,  la. 


Pauses  in  New  York — 

L.  J.  Ludwig,  Paramount  associate 
with  the  Minnesota  Theatres  Co.  in 
Minneavolis,  -pays  a visit  to  the  dis- 
tributor's World’s  Fair  lounge  in  New 
York. 


Cantor  Makes  Optimistic 
Assurances  to  Trade 

Minneapolis — Eddie  Cantor  believes  that 
in  a short  time  the  war  will  start  stimu- 
lating theatre  business  to  a marked  de- 
gree and  that  the  ensuing  fall  and  winter 
will  bring  a considerable  amount  of  pros- 
perity to  exhibitors. 

In  Minneapolis  on  a business  visit,  the 
screen  and  radio  comedy  star  told  news- 
paper reporters  that  he  believes  the  pub- 
lic in  the  months  ahead  will  look  increas- 
ingly to  the  theatres  for  temporary  es- 
cape from  the  grim  realities  of  the  Euro- 
pean catastrophe. 

“It  ever  has  been  thus  in  times  of 
stress,”  said  Cantor.  “The  average  per- 
son requires  additional  relaxation  to  get 
his  mind  off  the  tragedies  happening  all 
about  him.  Theatrical  entertainment  at 
such  a period  is  a necessity.  It  performs 
an  essential  mission.” 

Cantor  impressed  the  scribes  with  his 
remarkable  memory  by  recognizing  Mrs. 
Alice  K.  Deitz,  Minneapolitan,  who  called 
upon  him,  although  he  had  not  seen  her 
since  they  were  youngsters  together  in  Gus 
Edwards’  “School  Days.”  He  instantly 
called  her  by  her  first  name. 


Street  Ballyhoos  Announce 
Minnesota  "Crazy  Week" 

Minneapolis — Gordon  Greene,  Minne- 
sota Theatre  manager,  put  on  effective 
ballyhoos  for  his  “Crazy  Week”  show.  He 
had  two  men  in  cowboy  suits  pulling  a 
cart  containing  a live  mule  throughout 
the  loop.  A banner  attached  said,  “If  you 
think  we’re  crazy,  just  visit  the  Minne- 
sota Theatre  this  week.”  In  front  of  the 
showhouse  were  several  cages  of  live 
monkeys. 


Flood  of  Applications 
To  Build  in  Minny 

Minneapolis — A flood  of  applications 
for  permits  to  build  new  theatres  in 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  already  let  loose 
or  pending  is  causing  much  concern 
among  Twin  City  exhibitors  who  claim 
that  both  towns  already  are  overseated 
and  that  additional  showhouses  would 
jeopardize  their  investments. 

The  desire  of  so  many  newcomers  to 
embark  in  the  theatre  field  as  well  as 
some  present  theatre  owners  to  expand 
seems  all  the  more  strange  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  independent  exhibitors  general- 
ly contend  that  “it’s  a bum  business”  be- 
cause they’re  at  distributors’  mercy  and 
numerous  trade  practice  evils  make  profit- 
able operation  difficult. 

At  a time,  too,  when  the  vast  majority 
of  the  exhibitors  claim  that  in  the  face 
of  rising  operating  costs  grosses  are  in  a 
long  downward  trend  and  hitting  new 
lows,  the  disposition  to  invest  so  much 
new  capital  in  the  business  seems  queer. 

Apparently  there  are  many  people  who 
believe  that  the  picture  isn’t  so  black  as 
it  has  been  painted.  The  fact  that  prac- 
tically no  theatres  are  for  sale  at  any- 
thing like  a reasonable  figure  also  may 
be  a factor  in  the  situation. 

If  the  permits  could  be  obtained  from 
the  city  councils  it’s  estimated  that  fully 
ten  new  theatres  would  be  built  in  Min- 
neapolis and  half  that  number  in  St. 
Paul.  However,  the  exhibitors  are  fight- 
ing the  issuance  of  any  further  permits. 

The  policy  of  the  Minneapolis  city  coun- 
cil during  the  past  two  years  has  been 
to  refuse  any  new  permits.  The  argu- 
ment that  the  city  is  overseated  and  more 
showhouses  would  jeopardize  present  in- 
vestments and  result  in  a lower  standard 
of  entertainment  apparently  has  pre- 
vailed. 

RKO  Reelism  to  Center  on 
Kaycee  American  Royal 

Kansas  City  — The  American  Royal 
Show,  largest  horse  show  in  the  country, 
scheduled  October  14-21  in  Kansas  City, 
will  provide  part  of  the  footage  for  an 
RKO  Pathe  Reelism  on  horses  and  live- 
stock. The  short  will  be  filmed  in  con- 
junction with  the  show. 

Fred  Ullman,  RKO  Pathe  vice-presi- 
dent, made  arrangements  for  the  reel  dur- 
ing a recent  trip  to  Kansas  City.  He 
conferred  with  E.  C.  Rhoden,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  who  is 
one  of  the  sponsors  of  the  American  Royal 
Show. 


Feldhans  Remodels 

Schaller,  Ia. — J.  H.  Feldhans,  who  oper- 
ates the  Schaller  Theatre  here,  has  com- 
pleted the  remodeling  of  his  new  building. 
He  purchased  a building  formerly  used  as 
a garage  and  has  remodeled  it  into  a 
modern  theatre.  His  residence  is  in  the 
same  building. 
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Kansas  Citians  Visit — 

E.  C.  Hartman,  of  the  Saline  Theatre  Corp.,  Ka7isas  City  (extreiJie  right), 
and  Harry  Biederman,  operator  of  the  Linwood  Theatre  (second  from  right) , 
chat  with  Jeffrey  Lynn  on  the  set  of  "Four  Wives”  at  the  Warner  studio. 
Mrs.  Hartman  is  second  from  the  left. 


Consider  Ruling  on 
Ascap  Test  Case 

Lincoln — The  constitutionality  test  here 
to  curb  the  American  Society  of  Compos- 
ers, Authors  and  Publishers  before  a three- 
judge  federal  court  was  taken  under  ad- 
visement after  four  days  in  which  both 
Ascap  and  the  state  presented  expert  wit- 
nesses. 

Six  spoke  for  Ascap,  calling  it  the  eas- 
iest, simplest  and  cheapest  method  of 
handling  the  protection  of  its  members’ 
rights  under  the  copyright  law  and  per- 
formance privileges  for  users.  The  sextet 
included  Gene  Buck,  the  society’s  resi- 
dent who  was  grilled  on  the  stand  for  four 
hours;  E.  C.  Mills,  the  administrative 
chairman  of  Ascap;  John  G.  Paine,  Ascap 
general  manager;  Mrs.  Ethelburt  Nevin, 
the  widow  of  the  composer  who  died  in 
1901;  and  two  Omahans,  Ernest  Priesman. 
orchestra  leader,  and  Harry  Taylor,  who 
runs  the  Ritz  Theatre  and  the  Music  Box 
dance  spot. 

Three  espoused  the  anti-Ascap  cause, 
two  of  them  from  radio  and  one  from  the 
ballroom  business.  Johnny  Gillin,  Omaha, 
general  manager  of  WOW,  said  his  objec- 
tions to  Ascap  were  in  its  blanket  licensing, 
the  charge  of  5 per  cent  of  time  sale  in- 
come, except  in  the  case  of  political 
speeches  or  religious  programs,  whether 
music  is  used  or  not.  He  said  radio  sta- 
tions were  neither  furnished  with  Ascap’s 
catalogue,  nor  agreeably  dealt  with  in  the 
matter  of  paying  for  music  used.  When 
asked,  if  the  Ascap  contract  was  not  agree- 
able to  the  radio  station,  why  it  was  sign- 
ed, Gillin  said  there  was  no  other  recourse 
except  to  sign. 

Gillin ’s  testimony  was  largely  backed  by 
Don  Searle,  general  manager  of  the  trio 
of  stations  in  Lincoln  and  Omaha,  KOIL, 
KFAB  and  KFOR.  Where  Gillin  had  testi- 
fied to  the  spending  of  $22,800  for  Ascap 
music  in  1938,  Searle  also  showed  his  sta- 
tions had  been  ticked  for  $21,700  in  the 
same  period.  Their  money  furnished  two- 
thirds  of  the  Ascap  income  from  Nebraska, 
which  was  placed  at  $68,000.  Joe  Malec, 


owner-manager  of  Peony  Park,  Omaha,  and 
head  of  the  Amusement  Protective  Ass’n, 
a body  formed  to  frame  the  Ascap  bill,  said 
he  did  not  object  to  paying  money  but  did 
object  to  “intimidation”  manner  of  collec- 
tion. 

One  incident  clouding  the  case  was  the 
manner  in  which  the  state’s  side  was 
handled.  For  some  reason,  John  Riddell, 
assistant  attorney  general,  sat  only  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  The  lethal  end  of  the 
state’s  legal  prod  was  William  Hotz, 
Omaha,  who  kept  bringing  the  hotels  into 
the  case,  while  only  three  of  the  391  con- 
tracts issued  by  Ascap  in  Nebraska  are  to 
them  as  users.  Andrew  Bennett,  on  the 
state’s  side  as  a friend  of  the  court  arous- 
ed protest  from  Ascap  witnesses  when  he 
arose  to  speak,  they  wanting  to  slide  into 
the  records  Bennett’s  past  and  possible 
present  connection  with  the  broadcasters 
I NAB).  His  questions  were  of  radio  na- 
ture. 

To  this  end,  the  records  were  crowded 
with  a great  deal  of  immaterial  matter 
raising  monopoly  issues  and  designed  to 
prove  Ascap  had  no  standing  in  court. 
Ascap,  on  the  other  hand,  did  its  bit  to 
crowd  the  court  reporter  with  efforts  to 
prove  a great  deal  of  music  existed  in  pub- 
lic domain  and  other  copyrights  available 
to  broadcasters  or  other  music  users,  seek- 
ing to  prove  Ascap  was  not  monopolistic. 

To  Mills  and  Paine,  for  Ascap,  went 
credit  for  distinct  slapxs  at  broadcasters. 
Mills  was  asked  if  he  thought  there  was 
enough  music  outside  of  Ascap  to  run  a 
radio  business. 

“There  is  no  question  about  it,”  he  said. 
“If  the  radio  stations  used  as  much  in- 
genuity to  develop  their  own  music  as 
they  have  to  beat  our  Ascap  members  out 
of  their  rights,  it  is  entirely  possible.” 

Paine’s  slap  was  delivered  when  he  was 
queried  to  develop  the  honesty  of  the 
broadcasters  in  dealing  with  Ascap. 

“We  took  two  audits  after  1934  on  200 
stations  selected  at  random,”  he  said,  “and 
found  deficiencies  of  $700,000  and  $438,000 
in  what  they  had  reported  to  us  as  their 
proper  income  from  which  our  percentage 
was  figured.  Some  of  this  was  in  Ne- 
braska.” 

Thursday  was  taken  up  with  each  side 
having  an  hour  and  a half  to  present  its 


summing  arguments,  after  which  the 
judges — Gardner,  Munger  and  Donohoe — 
called  for  supplemental  briefs,  findings, 
and  windup  matter  to  be  filed  before 
October  6. 

Louis  Frohlich,  for  Ascap,  said  two  is- 
sues had  been  raised  in  the  case — 
monopoly  and  constitutionality.  In  his 
argument,  he  denied  the  right  of  the  mo- 
nopoly question  to  enter,  and  said  it  had 
not  been  proven.  The  constitutionality  of 
the  1937  Nebraska  law,  he  said,  is  out  of 
the  realm  of  possibility  because  it  denies 
every  property  right  guaranteed  under  the 
copyright  law  passed  by  Congress. 

“I  believe  the  court  should  give  Ascap  a 
certificate  of  character  for  having  repre- 
sented its  members  so  well  in  the  last  25 
years,”  he  declared.  “I  believe  Ascap  has 
done  more  to  foster  entertainment  than 
any  other  organization  in  the  history  of 
the  United  States.” 

The  Nebraska  law,  says  Frohlich,  in  ask- 
ing the  publication  of  prices  for  aU  per- 
formance rights  be  published  on  the  face 
of  the  music,  is  asking  that  publishers  to- 
day have  insight  into  the  future  56  years 
(life  of  copyrights),  and  there  may  be 
music  uses  devised  by  that  time  of  which 
we  know  nothing  about  now.  Radio  and 
motion  pictures,  the  two  greatest  music 
users,  he  said,  had  developed  since  the 
copyright  act  was  passed  in  1909. 

William  Hotz,  for  the  state,  declared 
Ascap  a monopoly,  a fixer  of  prices,  an 
unfair  competitor,  and  controller  of  90 
per  cent  of  the  usable  music  in  America. 

‘“rhe  composer  does  not  need  Ascap  to 
protect  his  performance  rights,”  Hotz 
said,  “since  it  could  easily  be  done  by  his 
publisher.  By  adding  3 or  4 cents  to  the 
price  of  sheet  music,  an  author  or  com- 
poser could  get  as  much  money  as  he  now 
gets  from  Ascap  after  the  collections  are 
made.” 


Gene  Buck  Labeled 
Exhibit  No.  13 

Lincoln — It  looked  bad  for  the  Ascap 
side  in  the  federal  court  test  of  the  so- 
ciety’s constitutionality  when  Gene  Buck’s 
personal  contract  with  Ascap  and  his  mem- 
bership in  the  organization  was  offered  in 
evidence. 

The  court  reporter  labeled  it  Exhibit 
No.  13. 


Omaha  Barkers  Will  Elect 
New  OHicers  October  8 

Omaha — Omaha  "Variety  Club  will  hold 
its  annual  election  of  officers  on  October 
8 at  the  club  quarters.  Under  the  new 
rules,  members  will  select  11  canvassmen, 
who  in  turn  will  elect  the  tent  officers 
from  among  themselves. 

Retiring  officers  are  H.  J.  Shumow, 
Metro  boss.  Chief  Barker;  John  Gillin, 
Radio  Station  WOW,  first  assistant;  Sam 
Epstein,  Epstein  circuit,  second  assist- 
ant; S.  J.  Francis,  Monogram,  treasurer; 
Eddie  Shafton,  attorney,  secretary. 


Gets  Re'writing  Job 

Hollywood — James  Kevin  McGuinness 
is  rewriting  the  script  of  “I  Take  'This 
Woman,”  which  Metro  will  make  co- 
starring  Spencer  Tracy  and  Hedy  Lamarr, 
with  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  slated  to  direct. 
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JJABERD ASHING  notes  from  Filmrow; 

Les  Knapp  is  wearing  a sweet  little 
shirt  and  tie  ensemble  of  lavender  and 
purple  . . . The  Sandler  boys  have  gone 
back  to  school,  and  Nate  is  trying  des- 
perately to  prove  that  his  vacation  splen- 
dor wasn’t  just  a flash  in  the  pan  . . . 
Chick  Friedman’s  new  blue  suit  has 
friends  suspecting  he’s  trying  to  match 
some  Alice’s  blue  gown. 

Jay  Haas,  Paramount’s  ad  sales  super- 
visor for  the  western  division,  is  a jolly 
cuss,  hut  he  too  believes  that  Paramount 
never  made  a lousy  . . . Ralph  LiBeau, 
Paramount  district  manager,  was  here 
from  Kaycee  for  a sales  meeting  . . . 
Marian  Temple  kissed  out  over  at  Repub- 
lic, September  11.  She  said  she  was  going 
to  work  in  New  York  . . . Clyde  Pratt 
kissed  in  at  the  Little  Broum  Church, 
September  14,  with  Ann  . . . Howard  Gould, 
formerly  with  National  Screen  in  Omaha 
and  Kaycee,  is  covermg  western  Iowa  for 
Tilt  now. 

Bing  Miller  at  Columbia  sulks  if  the 
girls  don’t  inquire  about  his  cold  each 
morning,  but  here’s  the  real  news  in  a 
Mel  “Golden  Boy”  Evidon’s  jei’nt:  That 
little  nude  guy  with  the  bow  and  arrows 
has  been  hanging  around  taking  pot  shots 
at  Mary  Benjamin  every  time  a certain 
exhibitor  comes  in!  Evelyn  Rosen  is  sore 
in  two  ways;  one  because  Don  Winkle  is 
mad  at  her  again,  and  the  other  because 
she  went  horseback  riding  and  can’t  post 
worth  a hang.  Mildred  Coburn  is  back 
from  Chicago  where  she  caught  up  on  her 
dancing  and  down  on  her  drinking.  The 
handsome  chap  driving  the  new  black  job 
down  High  is  Milt  Goodman. 

Cleo  Current  found  a screw  loose  in  her 
desk  and  she  accuses  it  of  belonging  to 
Glen  Folsom  . . . Opal  Judd  is  sewing  lit- 
tle garments — for  Mitzi  . . . Walt  Lohman 
will  soon  be  dimpling  on  the  Row  again. 
He  rejoins  Monogram,  October  1 . . . Met 
Don  West  marching  down  High  like  a 
little  man  to  the  deiitist  with  whom  he’s 
been  keeping  company  for  three  weeks  . . . 
If  you  notice  a worried  furrow  in  Jerry 
Banta’s  unusually  smooth  brow,  it’s  be- 
cause he’s  mentally  mixing  little  Gloria’s 
formula  and  administering  her  afternoon 
feeding.  Eye-witness  Mitzi  reports  Gloria 
to  be  the  “most  prettiest  baby  I ever 
seed.” 

Morris  Smith’s  boy,  Ray  Wilson,  did 
some  fancy  romancing  up  at  Charles  City 
. . . Sailor  Lyle  Riley,  Mike’s  younger 
brother  and  former  Filmrower,  visited  the 
office  last  week  . . . Bob  Newman  replaced 
Hal  Robinson  at  Film  Transportation  . . . 
Hal  went  to  work  for  Art  Anderson  (you 
know,  the  Warner  Bros,  flash  who’s  sun- 
tanned to  a crisp). 

R.  E.  Hacker  climbed  douni  off  his  dig- 
nity over  at  Rainbow  Gardens  during  that 
stag  and  caused  a couple  of  raised  eye- 
brows . . . Gertrude  Heartman  of  National 
Theatre  is  another  rose-in-coke-bottle  fan 
. . . Bill  Kubitzki  of  20th-Fox  in  Kaycee, 
is  the  new  Monogram  salesman  . . . We’ve 
been  seeing  Paul  Walsh’s  double  lately  . . . 
The  Carol  Baldwins  act  very  newlyweddish 


after  their  trip  east  to  Niagara  Falls,  etc. 

Try’n  stop  us  if  you’ve  heard  this’n: 
Filmrowers  claim  that  young  Bobby  Stone, 
Des  Moines’  contribution  to  Hollywood’s 
younger  set,  swiped  his  pappy’s  underwear 
when  he  ran  off  to  California  because 
pappy  owed  Bobby  a buck — but  who 
knows?  Maybe  Bobby  just  needed  the  im- 
derwear  . . . That  funny  smell  at  Para- 
mount is  new  paint  . . . Three  little  ship- 
ping clerks  are  still  keeping  their  noses 
inside  the  doghouse  for  drinking  beer  all 
night  last  Monday. 

H.  L.  Tilton  says  A.  E.  Thiele  at  Des 
Moines  Theatre  is  no  pitch  player — and 
he  won’t  let  anyone  else  be  one  either. 
When  the  cards  don’t  run  his  way,  Thiele 
just  tears  ’em  up  ..  . Evert  Cummings  was 
here  Thursday  night  . . . Paramount’s 
“Rulers  of  the  Sea”  must  have  a militant 
disposition.  Ted  Emerson  got  word  in 
Omaha  that  it  had  broken  two  bridges  in 
Wyoming  (over  highways,  not  noses)  . . . 
How  many  of  her  National  Screen  buddies 
know  that  Ann  Lipovac  has  a yen  to  pen? 
. . . Joe’s  Smith  and  Ancher  are  going  to 
have  to  change  their  ways  now  that  the 
“Angels  Have  Washed  Their  Faces.” 

Ruby  Willey  resigned  as  cashier  at  Uni- 
versal and  Marj  O’Laughlin  is  taking 
her  place.  Marj’s  work  is  being  handled 
by  Ruby  Stacy,  formerly  of  National 
Screen  . . . Kendall  Community  Players 


QKEY  GOODMAN  of  Rockwell  City  is 
like  the  old  woman  in  the  shoe.  He 
says  he  has  so  many  children  he  can’t 
keep  track  of  them  (he  has  three). 


That  was  Warner  Grossman  of  the  Cir- 
cle Theatre  in  Nevada  telling  Jim  Foley 
and  Bill  Curry  in  at  Paramount  about  his 
Hollywood  trip. 


Woodrow  Biddle  of  Inland  says  Louis 
Gaines  of  the  Rex  and  Orpheum  in  Fair- 
field  has  a new  member  in  his  family,  but 
Woodrow’s  forgotten  whether  it’s  a bounc- 
ing boy  or  a beautiful  girl-child.  (Con- 
grats, Louis!). 


We  met  F.  M.  Smith  of  the  Wayne 
Theatre  in  Corydon  on  the  Row  and 
talked  long  enough  to  find  out  that  he’s 
just  another  ardent  Boxoffice  reader. 


Henry  Rehfeild  of  the  Iowa  Theatre  in 
Bloomfield  looked  up  from  his  booking 
at  Warner’s  long  enough  to  ask,  “Are  you 
the  one  who  writes  for  Boxoffice?”  We 
admitted  our  identity  with  fear  and 
trembling.  Our  knees  stopped  knocking 
together,  however,  when  he  went  on  to  say 
that  he  thought  we  did  a right  good  job, 
and  he  turned  to  us  first  thing  when  he 
got  the  magazine. 


Roosevelt  High  can’t  compete  with  a 


are  having  tryouts  and  will  offer  local 
theatres  a little  competition  soon  . . . 
Grace  Moore  appears  here  at  the  Shrine, 
October  17. 

That  new  theatre  which  Tri-States  have 
been  building  on  for  some  time  here  sports 
this  sign  now:  “Staggered  Seats  for  Bet- 
ter Vision — Love  Seats  for  Comfort”  . . . 
Universal’s  Exhibitors  Sponsored  Testi- 
monial Drive  durhig  August,  September 
and  October,  seems  to  be  going  along  all 
right.  A.  H.  Blank  has  volunteered  a beau- 
tiful leather  traveling  bag  to  the  winning 
branch  manager  and  the  salesman  with 
the  highest  standing. 

The  Comets,  DM  professional  football 
team  were  playing  the  Brown  Bombers, 
colored  pros.  The  score  was  7-7  with 
Comets  out-playing  black  boys.  . . Alert 
Brown  Bomber  recovers  fumble  on  own 
15-yard  line  and  races  85  yards  for  a 
touchdown  . . . “That  sure  changes  the 
complexion  of  the  game,”  remarked  Ken 
Clayton  seriously. 

Note  to  Connie  Krebs,  RKO,  Hollywood: 
Do  you  see  anything  funny  in  the  fact 
that  we  received  our  coat,  which  we  left 
at  Blackstone  Hotel,  from  that  express  col- 
lect? If  not,  try  to  recall  your  remark  to 
us  when  you  suggested  we  put  it  down  in 
the  first  place.  We  are  still  counting  on 
that  original  Connie  Krebs. 


new  canopy  and  new  seats  in  Earl  Man- 
beck’s  theatre  at  Carlyle.  Earl  is  taking 
to  the  theatre  business  like  a duck  takes 
to  water — and  it’s  no  more  school  bells  for 
a while  at  least. 


Ronald  Duntman,  who  owns  a grocery 
store  in  Bagley,  la.,  as  well  as  the  theatre 
there,  has  a new  name:  The  New  White 
Hope.  If  you  want  to  know  why,  who  and 
all  about  it,  just  corner  Ronald  next  time 
he  comes  to  town. 


Lyle  Nolan  of  Ruthven  came  in  with 
George  Frick  of  Graettinger  last  week  . . . 
Harry  Huddleson  of  Gilmore  City;  A.  O. 
Ludwig  of  Adair,  and  the  Schroeders  of 
Lake  View,  la.,  were  here,  too. 


QUALITY  POPCORN 

The  Uest  Is  the  Cheapest 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  JUMBO 
HYBRID  PROCESS  JAP  HULLESS 

Iowa’s  Finest  Corn 

FLAV-O-NUT  SEASONING 

— The  Best  — 

A Pure,  Sweet,  Neutral  Cocoanut 
Oil,  Well  Colored 

Distributor  of  Cretors  Popcorn  Machine 

POPPERS'  SUPPLY  CO. 

KUBE  MELCHEK 

1717  Wyandotte  GK  0672 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


....AW,  SHUCKS! 

=====  From  the  Tall  Corn— By  RENE  McCLUSKEY; 
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CO  m\  A IIHII  A 

£JARL  KERR,  Iowa  circuit  owner,  has 
been  ill  because  of  hay  fever  and 
asthma.  He’s  all  right  now  and  back  on 
the  job  in  Council  Bluffs  . . . Ralph 
Christiansen,  driver  for  Film  Ti’ansport,  is 
going  to  California  after  taking  Horace 
Greeley’s  advice. 

O.  V.  Goodman,  Rockwell  City,  la.,  has 
taken  over  the  Rialto  at  Villisca,  la., 
while  Bob  Pennington,  prominent  south- 
western Iowa  exhibitor,  has  not  annomiced 
his  future  plans.  Pennington’s  father  oper- 
ated the  Rialto  before  Bob  . . . R.  E.  Fal- 
kinburg.  Majestic,  Lexington,  Neb.,  is 
back  from  a fishing  trip  but  forgot  to 
send  Boxoffice  any! 

A swing  down  Filmrow  and  we  pick  up 
the  following  bits  of  nonsense  . . . Ike 
Rubin,  Paramount  peddler,  has  started 
studying  football  dope  sheets.  He  has  al- 
ready made  his  bets  with  Morrie  Cohn, 
Council  Bluffs  exhibitor,  another  of  our 
rabid  gridiron  fans  . . . Ted  Mendenhall, 
Paramount  boss,  has  moved  into  town  for 
the  winter. 

The  Warner  bunch  at  a screening  and 
it’s  usually  SRO  when  they  film  a picture 
at  12  noon  on  Mondays  ...  At  Scott- 
Ballantyne  Co.  we  learn  that  Bob  Ballan- 
tyne  is  readying  a new  equipment  show- 
room that  he  wants  kept  secret  for  a while 
yet. 

Walt  Green,  Fepco  chief,  busy  as  usual 
so  we  take  a walk  out  through  his  plant. 
Any  exhibitor  in  the  Omaha  territory  that 
has  never  been  behind  the  scenes  at 
Fepco  should  do  so.  It’s  a show!  . . . The 
Universal  exchange  all  new,  bright  and 
shiny. 

The  Columbia  layout  also  undergoing 
enlargeme?it  and  remodeling . You  have  to 
sneak  in  the  back  way,  they  have  paper 
stuck  over  the  front  windows  . . . Re- 
public’s remodeled  layout  rapidly  nearing 
completion  . . . Hazel  Anderson,  Metro 
booker,  still  home  but  expected  back  at 
work  in  a few  weeks. 

Bill  Grenville,  Quality  Theatre,  an- 
nounces he’ll  winter  at  his  summer  home 
at  Carter  Lake  . , . Sid  McArdle,  United 
Artists  shipper,  back  from  his  vacation 
. . . John  Winn,  Grand  National  booker, 
is  still  trying  to  break  80  for  18  holes  of 
golf  . . . Norm  Nielsen,  RKO  booker,  would 
like  to  break  80  for  nine  holes. 

Sam  Stern,  Capitol  Pictures,  could  be 
a newspaper  man.  He  knows  just  how  to 
say,  “What’s  new?’’  . . . Joe  Rosenberg 
of  Monogram  says  business  is  great  . . . 
Rube  Wagle,  Fox  booker,  is  getting  his 
bowling  arm  ready  for  another  big  sea- 
son . . . Howard  Harvey,  Western  The- 
atre Supply,  tried  to  give  us  a gum  ma- 
chine, if  we  buy  enough  gum  to  last  just 
about  30  years! 

The  two  busiest  places  on  Filmrow  were 
Film  Transport  and  Hymie  Novitsky’s  cof- 
fee shop  . . . Ho,  hum!  another  week,  an- 
other column! 


Sells  Anthon  Sioux 

Anthon,  Ia. — Harry  M.  Lander  has  sold 
his  Sioux  Theatre  here  to  John  Sorenson 
of  Galva. 


Report  Progress  in 
Twin  City  Selling 


Minneapolis — Selling  of  Twin  City  in- 
dependent accounts  has  started  and  local 
exchanges  claim  good  progress  despite  the 
fact  that  there’s  supposed  to  be  a buyers’ 
strike  in  an  attempt  to  force  down  film 
prices. 

Some  of  the  distributors  are  demanding 
higher  prices  than  a year  ago,  although 
the  exhibitors  insist  that  conditions  “de- 
mand a substantial  reduction.” 

M-G-M  apparently  is  making  good 
progress.  It  claims  to  be  closing  deals  as 
fast  as  it  can  handle  them. 

All  the  companies  claim  to  have  made 
gains  in  out-of-town  situations.  For  ex- 
ample, Bob  Ableson,  Paramount  northern 
Minnesota  and  western  Wisconsin  sales- 
man, declares  he  has  closed  “every  im- 
portant spot”  and  “nearly  all  possibili- 
ties” in  his  district. 


Several  Installations  Are 
Announced  by  Van  Husan 

Omaha — F.  A.  Van  Husan  of  Western 
Theatre  Supply  announced  the  following 
installations;  Iowa  Soldiers  Home,  Mar- 
shalltown, la.,  sound  anrd  projectors;  Du- 
Wayne  Hartzell,  Rivoli,  Charter  Oak,  la., 
screen;  National  Guard  Camp,  Ashland, 
Neb.,  sound  and  projectors;  Morris  Cohn, 
Strand,  Council  Bluffs,  la.,  stage  dra- 
peries; Roy  Andress,  Ponca,  Neb.,  lamps 
and  generator;  John  Eding,  Aurelia,  la., 
lamps;  Frank  Matejousky,  Virginia  The- 
atre, Springfield,  S.  D.,  seats,  drapes,  re- 
decorate interior,  marquee. 


Watson  Succeeds  Wright 
As  Manager  of  Byam 

Kansas  City — Edwin  L.  Watson  has  suc- 
ceeded Allen  Wright  as  manager  of  Reube 
Finkelstein’s  Byam  Theatre  at  Fairmount. 
Watson  formerly  operated  the  Majestic 
Theatre  in  Independence  and  the  Rex  in 
Blue  Springs.  He  is  a former  constable  of 
Blue  township.  Wright  has  gone  to  Cali- 
fornia with  his  wife. 


500  Leave  Burning  House 
In  St.  Paul  Uninjured 

St.  Paul — An  audience  of  500  people 
were  routed  from  the  Blue  Bird  Theatre, 
independent  neighborhood  house,  when 
fire  broke  out  in  the  building  during  a 
show.  Nobody  was  injured,  but  the  blaze 
did  damage  estimated  at  $10,000, 


New  York  Visitor 

New  York — Marie  Deutsch,  daughter  of 
Lewis  Deutsch  who  is  connected  with  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  at  Hibbing 
and  Virginia,  Minn.,  was  a recent  visitor 
to  the  Paramount  exhibitor  World’s  Fair 
lounge  in  the  home  office  here. 


IIL  M M C O IIL  M 

fJIBERNATION  has  been  the  fad  of  the 
last  week,  most  exhibitors  electing  to 
stay  close  indoors,  or  out  of  town.  Same 
goes  for  remainder  of  the  amusement  busi- 
ness. Reason:  The  anti-Ascap  test  case 
was  on,  and  nobody  yenned  to  be  a wit- 
ness . , . Mrs.  Bob  Livingston,  not  feeling 
too  well,  is  currently  considering  either  a 
trip  to  Florida  or  a cabin  by  a lake  some- 
where for  a couple  of  weeks’  rest  . . . Joe 
Scott  came  down  to  listen  to  the  Pastor- 
Louis  fix  in  front  of  the  Capitol,  thumb- 
ing down  between-round  commercials,  to 
say  a good  word  for  20th  Century-Fox. 

Although  Bob  Livingston,  Governor 
Cochran  and  the  highway  department  wor- 
ried about  it  for  two  days,  no  bridge  on  the 
Nebraska  pavement  was  considered  strong 
enough  to  hold  up  under  the  80,000-poMnd 
strain  of  the  two  Paramount  schooners  be- 
ing towed  country-wide  bullying  “Rulers 
of  the  Sea”  . . . Funny  thing  department: 
Why  is  it  the  amusement  business  always 
comes  to  Lincoln  to  gain  permissions  for 
this-and-thats,  yet  Lincoln  is  never  al- 
lowed to  share  in  an  oecasional  ineident 
like  a premiere,  a special  exploitation 
stunt,  or  even  rates  a call  from  studio  glad- 
handers?  It’s  not  nice  to  create  impres- 
sions among  exhibitors  and  otherwise,  that 
they’re  only  wanted  when  they  can  do 
something  for  somebody  else. 

Quietest  man  in  town  this  week:  Gene 
Blazer,  the  Ascap  licenser  for  Nebraska. 
He  let  his  Newyorker  bosses  do  the  talk- 
ing . . . Gene  Buck,  Ascap  president,  was 
too  fast  a witness  for  the  state,  covering 
all  points  for  his  side  before  he  could  be 
stopped  in  each  instance  of  question  . . . 
E.  C.  Mills,  outside  of  his  Ascap  allegiance, 
is  a top  character  for  yarn-spinning  and 
participation.  His  experiences  in  South  and 
Central  American  revolutions  made  him 
the  hero  of  many  of  Richard  Harding 
Davis  war  stories.  He  had  only  a 7th- 
grade  education  in  school,  yet  arose  by  a 
multitudinous  series  of  experiences  to  a 
$50,000-yearly  Ascap  job  . . . Not  to  be 
forgotten  when  it  comes  to  spinning 
yarns;  John  Gregg  Paine,  Ascap ’s  general 
manager,  who  could  be  an  actor  if  he 
didn’t  do  considerably  better  financially 
with  Ascap. 

Vincent  DiFiore,  the  figure  man  for 
theatres  here  (books  not  femme),  enter- 
tained his  brother,  Johnny,  who  is  now  en- 
tered in  Creighton  University’s  school  of 
medicine  in  Omaha.  Vinnie  says  he’ll 
weekend  here  occasionally  . . . Ed  Vaughan 
says  some  men  don’t  know  what  they’re 
missing,  and  some  sit  in  hotel  lobbies  . . . 
Bob  Huffman  ducked  out  from  under  the 
covers  early  last  Saturday  a.  m.  and 
sprinted  to  Omaha  for  a looksee  behind 
locked  doors  at  “Hollywood  Cavalcade.” 
He  rates  it  as  a five-custard  pie  picture, 
with  several  gripping  spots  (the  tights  on 
Aliee  Faye) . 

Blue  Barron,  here  for  a Turnpike  Casino 
engagement,  says  he  and  the  boys  will 
make  a short  for  Paramount  when  they 
get  back  to  New  York,  October  16.  He  de- 
nies he  and  Maxine  Andrews,  of  the  An- 
drews Sisters,  have  even  matched  upper 
lips,  although  Winchell  claims  they  have. 
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Davis  Team  Leads  Third 
Week  of  Bowling  Tilt 


JJ  A.  PORTA,  Humansville,  Mo.,  was  a 
Kansas  City  visitor  this  week.  His 
brother-in-law,  E.  A.  Peterson,  has  taken 
over  the  Plaza  at  Greenfield,  Mo.,  from 
A.  J.  Simmons. 

Other  visitors  include  W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton,  Mo.;  George  Lehman,  Plaza.  St. 
Joseph;  Charles  Fisk,  Butler,  Mo.;  H.  F. 
Higgins,  St.  Marys,  Kas.;  Art  Pugh,  Doric, 
Erie,  Kas.;  John  Brandt  with  the  Misses, 
Oregon,  Mo.;  Bill  Forrest,  Rex,  Joplin,  Mo.; 
Nick  Kotsis,  Holden,  Mo.;  F.  L.  “Doc” 
Lowe,  Sterling,  Kas.;  Sam  Hyter,  Kiowa, 
Kas.;  Frank  Weary,  Richmond,  Mo.;  Roy 
Culley,  Medicine  Lodge,  Kas.;  Lester  Mc- 
Cormaek,  Green  Forest,  Ark.;  Homer  Stro- 
wig,  Abilene,  Kas.;  Orville  Conard  and  his 
father,  Ernest  Conard,  Huntsville,  Ark.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Bessier,  Humboldt, 
Kas.;  George  Nescher,  Valley  Falls,  Kas.; 
A.  H.  Dula,  Holyrood,  Kas.;  H.  L.  Hyde, 
Geneseo,  Kas. 

“U-67,”  war  picture  being  handled  here 
for  Astor  Pictures  by  Jim  Poland,  is  get- 
ting a four-day  first  run  at  W.  P.  Hus- 
ton’s Crawford  in  Wichita,  Kas. 

Among  the  suburbanites  now  the  setup 
is;  Stanley  Schwartz,  Tivoli;  W.  D.  Ful- 
ton, State  and  Southtown,  and  John  Wolf- 
berg,  Giles  and  Strand. 

Did  you  notice  in  the  new  Municipal 
Auditorium  setup  the  absence  of  anyone 
from  the  entertainment  field,  from  the 
films  in  particular?  As  usual. 

Business  at  the  boxoffice  doesn’t  yet 
seem  to  have  reflected  any  war  boom.  Ac- 
tivity in  western  Missouri  and  Kansas  is 
still  pretty  quiet.  The  drought,  which  is 
preventing  the  sowing  of  wheat  in  many 
places,  isn’t  helping  any.  Rain  is  still  the 
No.  1 factor  in  making  business  look  good 
out  this  way. 

W.  P.  Bernfield,  UA  exploiteer,  is 
mourning  the  death  of  his  father  in 
Brooklyn  last  week. 

DON’T  FORGET  THE  VARIE'TY  CLUB 
ANNUAL  GOLF  TOURNAMENT  AND 
FUN  FES'TIVAL  MONDAY,  OCTOBER  2, 
AT  IVANHOE  COUNTRY  CLUB,  START- 
ING AT  1 P.  M.  GET  YOUR  TICKETS 
FOR  A FULL  DAY  OP  FUN. 


Kaycee  Filmrow  Golf 
Tourney  Monday 

Kansas  City — The  cream  of  Filmrow 
will  adjourn  Monday  afternoon  to  Ivan- 
hoe  Country  Club  for  Variety  Club's 
annual  golf  tournament.  As  in  the  past, 
the  affair  will  include  plenty  of  prizes, 
even  for  those  new  behind  the  putter. 
For  the  more  sedentary,  at  the  dinner 
in  the  evening  there  will  be  other  ways 
provided  for  sharing  in  the  prizes.  En- 
tertainment of  various  kinds  has  been 
arranged  for  the  evening  by  Bill  War- 
ner, chairman  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  golf  tournament,  T.  R. 
Thompson,  and  others. 


More  visitors:  George  Summers,  Union- 
ville.  Mo.;  Bob  Robison,  Grant  City,  Mo.; 
Earl  Kerr,  Albany,  Mo. 

Dorothy  Vandenberg  is  the  name  of  the 
new  girl  in  the  Paramount  office. 

Pilmrowites  have  been  congratulating 
William  Truog  jr.  of  Grand  National  on 
his  marriage  this  week. 

Norman  J.  Newcomb,  secretary  of  the 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  was  the 
principal  speaker  at  the  Variety  Club 
luncheon  last  Monday.  His  talk  centered 
on  the  American  Royal  Show  and  what  it 
means  to  Kansas  City.  Finton  Jones  was 
King  for  a Day.  Guests  included  Martin 
Flesher  of  Creston,  la.,  Irving  Berger 
and  Sam  Tishman  of  Chicago,  and  Percy 
Lorie  of  Kansas  City. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Burkey,  wife  of  Charles  H. 
Burkey,  one  time  president  of  the  Kan- 
sas-Missouri  Theatres  Ass’n,  still  is  in 
Menorah  Hospital  here  where  she  has 
been  for  three  weeks. 


Does  Original  on  ROTC 

Hollywood — Leonard  Hoffman  has  been 
assigned  to  do  an  untitled  original  for 
Warner  on  the  activities  of  the  Reserve 
Officers’  Training  Corps  in  high  schools 
and  colleges. 


Kansas  City — The  Don  Davis  team 
maintains  the  top  rank  for  the  third  week 
in  the  Variety  Club  bowling  league.  The 
Davis  boys  have  a clean  record  of  nine 
games  won  and  none  lost.  Dubinsky  is  in 
second  place  with  six  games  won  and 
three  lost.  Davis,  Dubinsky  and  Film  De- 
livery took  three  games  apiece  from  their 
opponents  in  the  September  22  matches. 
The  results  of  that  date  follow: 


Team — W.  L. 


Uinema  Club  ... 

. . 735 

H04 

72.5 

2264 

1 

2 

National  Screen 

. 793 

78^ 

793 

2368 

2 

1 

ISarkers  

. . «10 

85(> 

790 

24.56 

0 

3 

Don  Davis  

. . 851 

79(> 

858 

2.505 

3 

0 

Film  Delivery  . . . 

. . «73 

7:i9 

810 

2412 

3 

0 

Finton  Jones  . . . . . 

...  Forfeit 

0 

3 

Diibinisky  Bros.  . 

. . 762 

632 

771 

2165 

3 

0 

W arner  llros,  . . . 

. . 670 

630 

676 

1976 

0 

3 

TKAM  STANDINGS 


Won  Lost  I’ct. 


Don  Davis 
Dubinsky  Bros. 

Barkers  

Film  Delivery 
National  Sereen 
Finton  Jones 
Warner  Bros, 
t'inemn  Club 


9 0 1.009 

0 :{  .667 

5 4 ..5.56 

5 4 ..5.56 

5 4 .566 

A 6 ..333 

3 7 .223 

1 « .111 


SEPTEMBKK  29  SCHEDULE 


Alleys 

National  Screen  vs.  Don  Davis 19-20 

Cinema  Club  vs.  Barkers  21-22 

Film  Delivery  vs.  Dubinsky  Bros 23-24 

Finton  .Tones  vs.  W'arner  Bros 2.5-26 


INDIVIDUAL  HIGH  SCORES 
Frank  Lambader,  225;  Leon  Abraham,  Ted 
Wilkins,  230;  George  Regan,  205;  Bill  Pritch- 
ett, 204;  Jim  Lewis,  201. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY  I 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  ■'  ^ 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  “Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

Victor  4075  316  Southwest  Blvd. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
115  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  Victor  9398 


Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

Disitributors  for 

RCA,  Brenkert,  U.  S.  Air,  Heywood-Wakefield 
126  West  18th  St.  708  West  Grand  Ave. 

GR.  2864  Oklahoma  City. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  Okla. 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eos. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

221  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
Frank  Cassil,  Pres.  Fred  Meyn,  Sec.-Treas. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

213  West  19th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  lowo 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 
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Diverse  Opinions  on 
Warner  Sales  Plan 

Minneapolis — There’s  difference  of  opin- 
ion here  regarding  the  value  of  the  clauses 
which  Warner  has  picked  up  from  the  pro- 
posed industry  code  to  incorporate  in  new 
season  contracts.  Some  exhibitors  wel- 
come them,  while  others  are  able  to  see 
little  of  real  value  or  benefit.  Those  re- 
fusing to  give  their  approval  are  loath  to 
permit  use  of  their  names  in  connection 
with  their  opinions. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  president  of  Northwest 
Allied,  and  a member  of  the  code  commit- 
tee, cannot  see  that  the  clauses  represent 
any  real  gains  or  mean  anything  of  con- 
sequence so  far  as  independent  exhibitors 
are  concerned.  He  said  he  couldn’t  get  ex- 
cited over  the  “deal.” 

L.  J.  Ludwig,  assistant  general  manager 
of  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  however, 
feels  “Warner  has  done  a wise  thing.  I 
haven’t  made  a close  study  of  the  clauses, 
but,  judging  from  a cursory  examination, 
I think  they’re  all  right  and  will  be  help- 
ful.” 

Dave  Gillman,  Twin  City  independent  ex- 
hibitor who  is  not  a member  of  Northwest 
Allied,  says  he  is  afraid  generally  of 
“clauses”  in  contracts.  “There  are  too 
many  clauses  in  contracts  now,”  adds  Gill- 
man.  “But  some  of  these  seem  all  right, 
especially  the  ones  concerning  score 
charges  and  buying  of  shorts.” 

Harry  Dickerman,  owner  of  two  Minnea- 
polis and  one  St.  Paul  neighborhood 
houses,  sees  “some  mighty  fine  things  in 
the  Warner  offer. 

“I  refer  especially  to  the  clauses  that 
make  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  buy  shorts 
or  trailers,”  says  Dickerman.  “A  question 
that  comes  to  mind,  however,  is  whether 
the  company  will  attempt  to  make  up  such 
‘concessions’  in  other  directions.” 

A Northwest  Allied  member,  who  refused 
to  permit  use  of  his  name,  called  the  pro- 
gram “a  lot  of  hooey.”  He  feels  certain 
the  independent  exhibitor  signing  the  con- 
tract would  be  “in  the  soup,  the  same  as 
usual.” 


Lincoln  Colonial  to  Dual 
Splits  oi  First  Runs 

Lincoln — Two  events  in  policy  occurred 
on  Theatrerow  this  week — the  return  of 
the  Colonial,  action  and  western  house,  to 
dual  splits  of  first  run  films,  after  six 
weeks  with  seconds,  and  the  scheduled 
relighting  of  the  Liberty. 


Buy  Hecht-MacArthur  Yarn 

Hollywood — “The  Monster,”  an  origi- 
nal by  Ben  Hecht  and  Charles  MacAr- 
thur,  has  been  purchased  by  Paramount. 
Howard  Green  will  script  for  Producer 
George  Arthur. 


Hackelmann  Sells  to  Silver 

Cannon  Falls,  Minn. — E.  C.  Hackel- 
mann has  sold  his  theatre  here  to  Jerome 
Silver. 


^ K.  OLSON,  Warner  branch  manager, 
back  from  a Chicago  sales  meeting 
jaunt  . . . Charlie  Weiner  making  much 
of  the  fact  that  his  Monogram  has  a two- 
reeler,  “Wings  Over  London,”  with  timely 
current  shots,  and  six  full-length  “Ren- 
frew of  the  Royal  Mounted”  features. 
The  “Renfrew”  stories  are  being  broad- 
cast over  a national  hook-up.  Inciden- 
tally, Monogram’s  “Irish  Luck”  made  a 
highly  favorable  impression  at  the  Minne- 
sota Theatre  here  the  past  week. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Cletus  Widrnar,  Belle  Flame, 
Minn.;  Lowell  Smoots,  Little  Falls,  Minn.; 
Paul  Perizzo,  Blue  Earth  and  Winnebago, 
Mum.;  Hi  Potvin,  Cass  Lake,  Minn.;  Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn,  (who  went 
through  the  University  hospital  clinic)  and 
Ed  Klug,  Zumbrota  and  Kenyon,  Minn.  . . . 
Joe  Rendell,  Warner  assistant  poster  clerk, 
out  of  commission  with  a back  injury. 

Plenty  of  the  boys  on  hand  at  Mem- 
orial Stadium  for  the  Minnesota  football 
opening  with  Arizona.  Most  of  the  gang 
are  red-hot  Gopher  fans  and  a large  num- 
ber of  them,  including,  of  course,  Abe 
Kaplan,  will  be  on  hand  in  Lincoln,  Neb., 
next  Saturday  to  root  for  the  Maroon  and 
Gold  against  Nebraska  . . . Universal  has 
received  its  new  prints  of  “All  Quiet  on 
the  Western  Front”  and  the  territory’s 
exhibitors  are  clamoring  for  play  dates 
. . . United  Artists’  “Iron  Mask”  goes  into 
the  Orpheum  October  6. 

Chester  Morris  of  the  films  appearing 
in  person  at  the  Orpheum  here  this  week 
. . . Monograms  “Mutiny  in  the  Big  House,” 
ivritten  by  a Catholic  priest  and  based 
071  the  Cannon  City,  Col.,  prison  break 
that  had  Del  Hanlon,  former  local  boxer, 
as  07ie  of  its  ringleaders,  will  be  spotted 
into  the  Minnesota  here  . . . Wolfeldt's 
farm  was  the  scene  of  the  National  Screen 
office  pic7iic.  A good  time  ivas  had  by  all. 

The  daughter  of  Earle  Perkins,  Warner 
Bros,  southern  Minnesota  salesman,  a 
bride  . . . H.  B.  Johnson,  Universal  branch 
manager,  visited  western  Wisconsin  ac- 
counts . . . 20th-Fox  to  hold  an  exhibi- 
tors’ invitation  screening  of  “Hollywood 
Cavalcade”  at  the  Brynwood  'Theatre  here 
October  2 . . . RKO  just  has  received 
prints  of  what  “Nickey”  Goldhammer,  dis- 
trict manager,  claims  to  be  “the  most 
timely  picture  of  the  year” — “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell”  . . . Cliff  Gill,  Welworth  Theatres’ 
publicity  and  advertising  department 
head,  busy  buying  furniture  for  the  new 
home  in  the  suburbs. 

Tommy  Charek  of  Warner  Bros,  and 
Harold  Lyojis  of  20th-Fox  sales  staffs 
back  after  a fortnight  on  the  road  and 
Harold  is  plenty  happy  over  the  rewiion 
. . . Mike  Manas,  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
steward,  treating  the  boys  to  fish  lunch- 
eo7is — his  own  catches  . . . Bill  Crystal, 
RKO  salesman,  said  to  be  in  guest  of  a 
duck  that  has  white  meat.  Also  is  an- 
xious to  k7iow  how  many  flavors  there  are 
to  champagne  . . . “Nickey”  Goldham- 
mer, RKO  district  manager,  visited  his 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  exchange. 

“Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, flashing  telegram  from  Hollywood 


Competition  of  Sport 
Events  Troubling 

Minneapolis — Counter  sport  attractions 
are  becoming  an  increasingly  serious 
threat  to  their  business,  local  exhibitors 
claim.  This  opposition,  growing  more  se- 
vere, is  being  felt  more  and  more  at  the 
boxoffice. 

The  average  person  has  only  a limited 
amount  that  he  can  spend  for  entertain- 
ment, it’s  pointed  out.  If  it  goes  for  sport 
events  it  isn’t  available  for  showhouses, 
according  to  this  line  of  reasoning. 

'This  weekend  here  was  an  example. 
There  was  a professional  wrestling  match 
that  drew  several  thousand  people  to  the 
Municipal  Auditorium,  a Paychek-An- 
derson  fight  card  that  attracted  more  than 
5,000,  the  Minnesota-Arizona  football 
game  pulling  35,000,  four  high  school 
gridiron  contests,  each  of  which  was  at- 
tended by  from  6,000  to  8,000  and  a num- 
ber of  semi-professional  football  games 
that  were  well  attended. 

Later  there  will  be  more  wrestling,  foot- 
ball, boxing,  hockey,  basketball,  etc.  It 
all  adds  up  to  grief  for  the  theatres, 
according  to  the  exhibitors. 


to  effect  that  “Arizona”  positively  will  be 
made,  despite  rumors  to  the  contrary  . . 
Charlie  DyRock,  “Ten-O-Win”  man,  back 
in  town  . . . Ben  Spewack  planning  a trip 
to  Chicago  and  New  York  to  get  theatre 
construction  ideas  . . . Harry  Sherman 
back  in  town  from  New  York  with  the 
Louis-Pastor  fight  pictures  . . . Father 
of  Joe  Podoloff,  20th-Fox  branch  mana- 
ger, here  from  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  for  a 
visit. 

Jack  Segal,  who  used  to  be  treasurer 
of  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  and  who  now 
is  one  of  Gordie  Greene’s  right-hand  men, 
has  lost  12  pounds  since  joining  the  Min- 
nesota Theatre  organization  . . . Old-time 
melodramas  hitting  the  town.  Auger  Bros, 
repertory  company  moves  from  its  tent  in 
the  Midway  district  to  the  Alvin  Theatre 
m “No  Mother  to  Guide  Her”  and  “Mur- 
der in  the  Old  Red  Barn”  opens  in  the 
West  Hotel  Moorish  Room. 

Benny  Goodman  played  a week  at  the 
St.  Paul  Orpheum  . . . Irving  Gillman’s 
Time  Theatre  holding  a contest  in  con- 
junction with  Shopping  News  to  obtain  a 
new  name  . . . Eddie  Cantor  in  town 
briefly  to  confer  with  radio  sponsors  . . . 
Bess  Ackerman,  Columbia  secretary,  va- 
cationing in  New  York  . . . Amy  Podvin 
of  the  M-G-M  office  staff  also  paying 
a visit  to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 

“The  Women,”  7iow  goaling  ’em  at  the 
State  here,  did  a whopping  big  business 
at  the  Garrick,  Duluth,  for  ten  days  . . . 
“The  Rains  Came”  clicked  in  big-time 
fashion  at  the  State  here  the  past  week 
and  has  moved  over  to  the  Century  for 
aiiother  loop  week  . . . Fraiik  Woskie,  local 
independent  neighborhood  exhibitor,  back 
from  his  summer  camp  at  Orr,  Minn., 
brown  as  a berry.  He  brought  many  photos 
as  evidence  of  his  numerous  large  fish 
hauls  during  the  past  summer.  However, 
none  shows  any  Norwegian  bass  landed. 
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Varieteers  Strive  to  Win 
Trip  to  Dallas  Tourney 

Minneapolis — With  a trip  to  the  na- 
tional Variety  Club  tournament  at  Dallas, 
Tex.,  next  April,  all  expenses  paid,  as  the 
plum  for  the  winner,  Twin  City  Variety 
Club  members  have  practiced  hard  for 
their  fall  golf  tournament  at  Oak  Ridge 
Country  Club  September  29. 

Participation  in  this  tournament  natur- 
ally will  be  limited  to  club  members,  Chief 
Barker  W.  A.  Steffes  points  out. 

Play  will  start  at  noon  and  will  cover 
nine  holes.  Tickets  costing  $4  will  take 
care  of  all  expenses,  including  green  fees, 
entry  and  luncheon  and  dinner. 

Under  plan  of  play,  members  will  be 
allowed  their  regular  handicap.  This  same 
handicap  will  be  given  to  the  winner  at 
the  Dallas  tournament. 

Gilbert  Nathanson  is  chairman  of  the 
committee  in  charge  of  arrangements. 
Other  committee  members  are  A.  A.  Kap- 
lan, George  Granstrom,  Paul  Mans  and 
Bill  Elson. 


Carr  Wins  in  Paramount 
Minny  Golf  Tourney 

Minneapolis — Shooting  an  89  score,  A. 
Selby  Carr,  Paramount  office  manager, 
won  the  Paramount  office  golf  tourna- 
ment at  Orono  Orchards  and  was  award- 
ed first  prize.  E.  J.  Hurley,  chief  ac- 
countant, won  second  prize  and  Duane 
Becker  finished  third. 


Des  Moines  Divided 
Over  Warner  Plan 

Des  Moines — The  Warner  sales  plan 
gets  a varied  reaction  in  this  neck  of  the 
woods.  Typical  comment  follows: 

Prank  D.  Rubel,  Pioneer  Theatre  Corp. — 
“Can  it  be  that  beneath  his  (Grad  Sear’s) 
rough  exterior  there  beats  a heart  of  gold? 
Apparently  his  attitude  is  very  fair  and 
one  that  could  very  easily  be  followed  by 
the  other  companies  to  good  advantage.  It 
is  very  evidently  a sincere  desire  to  work 
out  a reasonable  sales  policy  and  to  avoid 
the  apparently  impending  governmental 
interference  in  the  industry.” 

Don  G.  West,  Central  States  Theatre 
Corp. — “I  have  read  the  1939-40  sales  pol- 
icy adopted  by  Warner  very  carefully  and 
cannot  see  where  their  platform  for  1939- 
40  is  any  different  than  it  has  been  in  past 
years.  Under  these  circumstances,  I do 
not  feel  that  we  would  want  to  comment 
one  way  or  the  other  for  publication.” 

Harry  Hiersteiner,  Western  Amusements 
Co. — “It’s  still  block  booking.  I don’t  see 
where  Warner’s  statement  is  a change  of 
policy  nor  where  they’ve  stolen  a march 
on  anybody.  Their  statement  is  too  eva- 
sive. What  do  they  mean,  ‘customers  who 
prove  satisfactory?’  After  all,  you  pay  in 
advance.” 

Leo  P.  Wolcott,  Eldora,  la.,  president 
of  Allied-Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  Inc. — “Any  improve- 
ment in  the  policy  of  selling  motion  pic- 


An  Adequate  Supply  of 
Foreign  Films  Assured 

Des  Moines — Dr.  Cuthbert  D.  Smith, 
who  exhibits  a foreign  film  each  month 
to  a select  group  in  Des  Moines,  says  he 
has  had  no  indication  from  any  booking 
office  thus  far  of  a shortage  of  prints. 
Apparently  the  supply  is  adequate  for  some 
time,  according  to  Dr.  Smith. 

“I  personally  am  being  very  careful  to 
book  nothing  having  the  faintest  hint  of 
propaganda,  however,”  Dr.  Smith  told 
Boxoffice. 


Saline  Office  Moved 

Kansas  City — The  Saline  Theatre  Corp. 
this  week  moved  from  120  West  18th  St. 
to  1710  Wyandotte  where  it  will  occupy 
larger  quarters  with  its  running  mate. 
Potter  Premium  Co. 


tures  to  exhibitors  is  important  and  can- 
not fail  to  create  closer  harmony  and 
understanding  between  buyer  and  seller. 
The  12-point  program  now  governing  the 
Warner  sales  policy  is  not  unlike  the  code 
and  similarly,  it  includes  some  points  dis- 
tasteful to  exhibitors  while  leaving  out 
other  points  important  to  exhibitors.  Es- 
sentially, however,  it  appears  to  me  that 
Warner  has  taken  an  important  step  in 
the  right  direction  and  if  coupled  with  a 
sympathetic  understanding  of  exhibitors’ 
problems,  a reasonable  policy  regarding 
prices  and  terms  and  a willingness  to  live 
and  let  live,  it  should  do  much  to  build 
a world  of  goodwill.” 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4804  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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fORfnfluon  BUfitou 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


MT481 
MT482 
MT483 
MT484 
MT485 
MT486 
MT487 
MT488 
MT489 
MT490 
MT491 
MT492 
MT493 
MT494 
MT4  95 
MT496 
MT497 
MT498 
MT499 
MT500 


MT505 

MT506 
MT507 
MT508 
MT509 
MT510 
MT511 
MT512 
MT513 
MT514 
MT515 
MTS  16 


ADVERTISING 


MT517  Air  filters 
MT518  Air  diffusers. 
MT519  Cooiing  coiis 


high  velocity 


Main  signs  and  marquees 
Signs,  Neon 
Signs,  structural  glass 
Signs,  travel  word 
Attraction  boards 
Letters,  attraction  board 
Letters,  changeable  silhouette 
Price  signs,  boxoffice 
Display  frames 
Poster  lights 
Poster  projectors 
Cut-out  machines 
Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 
Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 
Slides,  advertising 
Slides,  announcement 
Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 
Transformers,  Neon 
Ladders,  safety 
Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

Heating  systems 

Refrigeration 

Air  washers 

Blowers 

Air  circulators 

Fans,  exhaust 

Grilles  and  registers 

Temperature  control  devices 

Air  conditioning  accessories 

Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MTS 41  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT552 
MT553 
MT554 
MT555 
MT556 
MTS  5 7 
MT558 
MT559 
MTS  60 
MTS61 
MT562 
MTS63 
MT664 


MT569 
MT570 
MT571 
MTS72 
MT573 
MTS74 
MTS75 
MTS  76 
MT577 
MT578 
MT579 
MT580 
MT581 
MT582 
MT583 
MTS84 
MT585 
MT586 
MT587 
MT588 
MT589 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  Individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT64  4 Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MTG55  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTGG2  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT6G8  Photo-electric  cells 

MT6G9  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISNT  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  “REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  9-30-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State. 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTb96  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  Intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT60G  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MTG08  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MTG17  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vlterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Tifcket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Detroil  Variety's  Big 
Drive  Is  Launched 

Detroit — The  local  Variety  Club’s  big- 
gest undertaking — the  $50,000  drive  for 
funds  to  provide  lunches  and  clothing  for 
indigent  school  children  this  winter — was 
formally  launched  at  the  first  luncheon 
meeting  of  the  season.  With  a large  at- 
tendance of  leaders  of  the  women’s  com- 
mittees who  are  cooperating  on  this,  Bark- 
ers found  the  strong  support  they  will 
have  in  the  drive. 

With  Chief  Barker  Charles  C.  Perry  pre- 
siding, Mayor  Richard  W.  Reading  spoke 
briefly,  and  was  followed  by  detailed 
statement  of  the  purpose  and  means  of 
the  campaign  by  General  Chairman  Ed- 
gar E.  Kirchner,  manager  of  the  Family 
Theatre;  Frank  Cody,  Detroit  superinten- 
dent of  schools,  who  is  honorary  chair- 
man; A.  N.  Hennegar,  chief  of  attendance 
department,  board  of  education;  Major 
Leo  R.  Kelly,  Volunteers  of  America,  and 
Mrs.  Walter  R.  O’Hair,  chairman  of  the 
women’s  division. 

Among  plans  for  activity.  Chairman 
Kirchner  revealed,  will  be  the  distribu- 
tion of  1,500,000  tags;  use  of  10,000  so- 
licitors; 30  twenty-four  sheets,  and  trail- 
ers in  all  theatres. 

General  solicitation  of  funds  is  now  well 
under  way,  with  Tag  Day  itself  set  for 
Monday,  October  16. 


TABLECLOTH  NOTES: 

At  the  Variety  Luncheon;  Judges  were 
out  in  force,  with  Judges  Vincent  M.  Bren- 
nan and  John  P.  Scallen  among  those 
present  . . . Barker  Duncan  C.  McCrea, 
who  is  prosecuting  attorney,  was  there 
with  Harry  Colburn,  his  chief  investigator, 
and  Colburn’s  grown-up  son. 


Karl  Spaeth,  musical  director  of  the 
Colonial  Theatre,  remarks  that  Colburn 
used  to  be  a comedian  . . . Jack  LaRue 
the  famed  film  villain,  and  Freddie  Ber- 
nard, master  of  ceremonies  at  the  Colon- 
ial where  LaRue  is  appearing,  were  doing 
fine  ad  lib  team  work,  all  during  luncheon. 


Ray  Schreiber,  Colonial  owner,  had  the 
first  table  filled  at  the  first  luncheon  of 
the  year  . . . Sol  Berns,  the  booker,  and 
his  son,  bought  the  first  tickets  for  the 
luncheon. 


George  McArthur  turned  up  in  his  new 
grey  fall  suit  . . . They  even  had  a Pair 
of  Jacks  who  met  Jack  LaRue  and  Jack 
Ryder,  Paramount  salesman  . . . “Uncle 
Alex”  (Schreiber)  was  very  much  on  hand, 
being  introduced  by  Nephew  Ray. 


Bill  Carlson  has  lost  most  of  that  early 
season  suntan  . . . Major  Leo  R.  Kelly, 
who  heads  the  Volunteers  of  America, 
working  with  Variety  on  the  $50,000  Drive, 
went  to  college  with  your  scribe,  then 
went  back  and  graduated  last  year  at 
Wayne. 


James  J.  Braddock,  former  world 
heavyweight  champion,  was  on  hand  to 
give  the  Drive  a good  sendoff  ...  So  was 


Kirchner  Calls  to  Trade 

Detroit — All  exhibitors  in  Michigan  are  to  be  enlisted  in  the  $50,000  drive  of 
Detroit  Variety  Club,  to  provide  food  and  clothing  for  poor  school  children.  A 
strong  appeal  by  one  of  Michigan's  most  respected  exhibitor  leaders,  Edgar  E. 
Kirchner,  for  nearly  30  years  manager  of  the  Family  Theatre,  was  made  this  week 
in  the  following  terms: 

"For  over  20  years  I have  given  my  time  and  energy  to  the  exhibitors  of 
Michigan  as  an  officer  of  three  different  exhibitor  organizations.  For  the  past  eight 
years,  I have  been  treasurer  of  Allied  Groups,  eight  years  a member  of  the  former 
arbitration  board,  and  a member  of  the  NRA  grievance  board  during  its  existence. 

"During  all  these  years  I have  never  requested  any  favors  from  any  exhibitors 
in  this  state;  but  now,  Mr.  Exhibitor,  I have  a man-sized  job  on  my  hands,  and  I 
need  your  help. 

"In  appreciation  of  my  years  of  effort  in  behalf  of  the  welfare  of  the  motion 
picture  business,  may  I look  for  a bill  or  a check  to  insure  the  success  of  this  drive?" 

EDGAR  E.  KIRCHNER,  General  Chairman. 


Prolonged  Delay  in  Reaching 
Terms  Accord  in  Detroit 


Jimmy  Johnston,  Pastor’s  manager,  who 
had  a lot  of  bright  suggestions. 


Charlie  Perry  was  busy  looking  for  the 
missing  Krim  mustache.  So  are  we  all  . . . 
Mort  Vinson  is  checking  up  on  personal 
addresses. 


Barker  Richard  W.  Reading,  Detroit’s 
mayor,  got  off  another  wisecrack:  “Short 
fellows  never  make  long  speeches”  . . . 
Dr.  Larry  Breitenbach  was  the  guest  of 
Alex  Schreiber. 


Art  Robinson  and  Dave  Newman  were 
not  playing  cards  after  the  luncheon  . . . 
Variety  luncheons  have  moved  upstairs  to 
the  big  Crystal  Ballroom  this  season  . . . 
Variety  is  holding  election  of  officers  Oc- 
tober 9. 


Bill  Carlson  heads  the  speakers’  com- 
mittee for  the  Drive.  George  S.  Berger 
of  Butterfield  is  on  the  committee  . . . 
Harris  Silverberg,  National  screen  mana- 
ger, and  William  Flemion,  president  of 
Excellent  Pictures,  handle  theatre  con- 
tacts. 


Harold  C.  Robinson  of  Film  Truck  Ser- 
vice is  handling  industrial  contacts;  Fred 
Schader,  publicity,  and  Jack  Douglas,  ra- 
dio publicity. 


Louis  Wiethe  Is  Building 
Suburban  LOOO-Seater 

Cincinnati — Louis  Wiethe,  owner  of  the 
new  Westmont  and  Kentucky  theatres,  is 
building  a 1,000-seater  in  suburban  West- 
wood.  Total  cost  of  the  house  will  be  ap- 
proximately $110,000.  'ITie  F&Y  Theatre 
Division,  Columbus,  is  the  contractor. 


Baffes  Named  Bair  Assistant 

Defiance,  Ohio — E.  S.  Bair,  city  mana- 
ger of  the  Defiance  Theatres,  has  ap- 
pointed James  Baffes  as  his  assistant. 


Detroit — Chief  local  trade  interest  of 
filmites  here  is  in  the  stagnation  of  the 
local  buying  season.  Situation  is  an  an- 
nual one,  although  it  appears  a bit  more 
prolonged  than  usual  this  year,  due  to  in- 
ability of  distributors  and  exhibitors  to 
agree  on  terms. 

Recent  reorganization  of  United  Detroit 
Theatres,  with  withdrawal  of  President 
George  W.  Trendle,  has  somewhat  con- 
fused the  situation,  as  this  circuit,  with 
its  17  first  and  second-run  houses,  is  the 
keystone  of  the  local  booking  setup.  At 
present,  no  permanent  executive  head  has 
been  designated.  As  far  as  could  be  learn- 
ed, no  distributors  have  yet  signed  with 
UDT,  or  with  Co-operative  Theatres,  rep- 
resenting a majority  of  larger  independent 
houses  in  the  city. 

Earlier  demands  of  some  film  com- 
panies for  increased  rentals  and  playing 
conditions  indicated  that  real  difficulty  in 
reaching  an  agreement  is  to  be  expected. 
Subsequent  run  houses  have  been  delayed 
by  the  failure  of  the  leaders  to  sign  up. 

According  to  Ray  Moon,  general  mana- 
ger of  Mutual  Theatres,  while  this  co- 
operative group  has  signed  with  most  dis- 
tributors for  their  upstate  houses,  they 
are  delaying  local  contracts  in  the  Detroit 
zone  until  the  situation  is  cleared  up. 

Cleveland  Local  160  and 
Majors  Renew  Contract 

Cleveland — The  lATSE,  Local  160,  and 
the  major  circuits  in  Cleveland  have  just 
concluded  a new  one-year  deal  whereby 
last  year’s  wage  scale  and  all  former  work- 
ing conditions  prevail.  The  new  contract, 
with  no  changes  from  last  year,  continues 
where  the  old  one  left  off  on  August  31. 

Stagehands,  it  is  assumed,  also  will  con- 
tinue under  last  year’s  terms. 


Drive-In  Reopens  at  Creston 

Farmdale.  Ohio — The  Drive-In  Theatre, 
opened  here  in  July  by  M.  C.  Brooks,  has 
been  moved  to  Creston  where  it  has  been 
reopened  with  accommodations  for  ap- 
proximately 500  automobiles. 
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Convention  Signifies 
30  Years  of  Unity 

Pittsburgh — The  19th  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  which 
is  scheduled  for  October  23  and  24  at  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel,  is  actually  the  30th  an- 
nual convention  of  independent  exhibi- 
tors of  the  local  film  territory. 

The  event  also  marks  the  30th  anni- 
versary of  Fred  J.  Herrington  as  an  ex- 
hibitor organizer  and  leader. 

The  MPTO  secretary  was  elected  as  the 
first  president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
hibitor League  of  Pennsylvania  in  1909. 
He  entered  exhibition  four  years  prior  to 
the  organization  of  that  body,  his  first 
nickelodeon  having  been  the  Fairyland 
on  Warrington  Ave.,  Allentown,  followed 
by  the  Casino,  Mt.  Oliver,  and  other  the- 
atres in  Mt.  Oliver  and  the  Pittsburgh 
area. 

Herrington  was  active  in  the  first  na- 
tional exhibitor  convention  which  was 
held  at  Cleveland  in  1911.  In  1915  he  was 
elected  national  president  of  the  Exhibi- 
tor League  and  later  served  in  official 
capacities  for  many  years,  principally  as 
national  organizer.  He  traveled  through- 
out the  nation  in  the  interest  of  the  in- 
dependents. Later  the  national  exhibitor 
group  was  known  as  the  American  Exhibi- 
tor Ass’n  and  he  was  a leading  director. 
Active  in  the  MPTOA  for  several  years, 
he  organized  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.  in 
1920.  Since  the  MPTO’s  joining  Allied 
States  Ass’n  a decade  ago,  he  has  served 
as  a member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  national  organization.  Through- 
out the  years  he  has  remained  on  the 
job  here  as  secretary  of  the  local  MPTO. 

Two  Kentucky  Houses  Join 
Cooperative  Theatres 

Cleveland — Milton  A.  Mooney,  head  of 
Cooperative  Theatres  of  Ohio,  says  that 
two  more  theatres  have  joined  his  ser- 
vice. They  are  Joe  Isaac’s  Nova  Theatre 
at  Cumberland.  Ky.,  and  Kentucky  The- 
atre at  Whitesburg,  Ky.  This  gives  Co- 
operative Theatres  more  than  40  theatres 
in  the  Ohio,  Kentucky  territory  which 
are  being  serviced  regularly. 

Schwartz  Lexington.  Paris 
Interests  to  Schines 

CmciNNATi — The  Schine  circuit  has 
taken  over  Harry  Schwartz’s  Opera  House 
in  Lexington  and  purchased  his  interest 
in  the  new  theatre  imder  construction  in 
Paris.  Schwartz  retains  his  house  in 
Frankfort.  The  circuit  will  continue  to 
operate  the  Opera  House,  but  the  Paris 
site  will  be  remodeled  into  storerooms. 


Lease  to  Hubbard 

Vanceburg,  Ohio — The  Kentucky  Thea- 
tre, now  nearing  completion  here,  has 
been  leased  to  T.  Neal  Hubbard  of  Mays- 
ville,  Ky.  Opening  for  the  400-seat  house 
is  expected  around  the  middle  of  October. 
Hubbard  operated  the  Hollywood  at  Mays- 
ville  for  over  12  years. 


War  Stimulates  Interest 
In  Newsreels 

Cleveland — That  interest  in  news- 
reels is  increasing  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  European  war  has  been  mani- 
fested in  many  theatres  locally.  It  has 
been  especially  noticeable  that  in 
those  neighborhoods  where  the  pat- 
ronage is  preponderantly  foreign  and 
where  there  is  no  interest  whatsoever 
manifested  in  newsreels  during  normal 
times,  there  is  today  a direct  request  for 
them. 

Inquiries  as  to  the  showing  time  of 
newsreels  have  also  been  made  to  the 
management,  indicating  the  import- 
ance of  the  newsreel  today  in  the 
makeup  of  a picture  program.  At  the 
present  time,  local  theatres  are  not 
showing  additional  newsreel  footage 
and  the  trend  is  still  to  build  enter- 
tainment, not  propaganda  programs. 


Props  Display  Ballys 
Industry  Jubilee 

Cleveland — The  motion  picture  industry 
last  Thursday  opened  a two-week  cele- 
bration in  honor  of  its  50th  birthday  with 
the  unveiling  of  the  largest  display  of 
motion  picture  accessories  ever  shown  in 
Cleveland. 

One  entire  section  in  the  main  con- 
course of  the  Terminal  Tower,  through 
which  thousands  of  people  pass  daily,  was 
given  over  to  the  display.  Most  striking 
were  the  life-sized  figures  dressed  in 
clothes  worn  by  Joan  Crawford  in 
“Chained,”  by  Greta  Garbo  in  “Ninotch- 
ka”  and  by  Gary  Cooper  in  “Beau  Geste.” 

In  specially  lighted  show  cases  there 
were  slippers  that  Ginger  Rogers  danced 
in  in  “Carefree;”  hats  worn  by  Carole 
Lombard  and  Ginger  Rogers;  jewelry  that 
Kay  Francis  displayed  in  “In  Name  Only;” 
Verree  Teasdale’s  accessories  as  worn  in 
“Fifth  Avenue  Girl.”  With  each  acces- 
sory there  appeared  a still  of  the  star, 
taken  from  the  picture  named. 

One  display  case  was  devoted  entirely 
to  original  drawings  from  the  Walt  Dis- 
ney studio.  There  were  also  the  original 
designs  of  sets  in  color. 

Probably  the  greatest  interest  was  dis- 
played in  a pair  of  shoes  that  one  of  the 
Quints  wore  while  making  “Reunion”  and 
in  Miss  Dorothy  Lamour’s  original  sarong. 

Thomas  Edison’s  pictures  appeared 
prominently  in  all  ages  of  life  together 
with  photos  of  the  various  inventions 
which  culminated  in  his  motion  picture 
machine.  A case  containing  photos  of 
make-up  artists  at  work  also  attracted 
public  attention.  All  of  these  displays 
were  sent  to  Cleveland  from  Hollywood 
by  the  producing  companies. 

For  the  men,  there  were  exhibitions  of 
projection  machines  showing  the  progress 
from  the  earliest  to  the  most  modern  type 
of  equipment.  Theatre  chairs  were  also 
contrasted. 

The  Cleveland  motion  picture  birthday 
celebration,  which  is  being  continued  until 
October  6,  has  the  cooperation  of  the 


"Disputed  Passage" 
Debut  on  Oct.  19 

Detroit — Paramount  is  taking  another 
whack  at  the  premiere  cycle. 

This  time  it  will  be  the  world  premiere 
of  “Disputed  Passage,”  to  be  held  Octo- 
ber 19  at  the  Michigan  Theatre,  Detroit. 
'The  auto  city  site  was  chosen,  because 
the  author  of  the  book,  Lloyd  Douglas, 
used  that  locale  and  that  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  medical  school  in  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  which  is  near  Detroit,  as 
the  scene  of  his  story. 

Carl  Krueger,  under  Cliff  Lewis,  studio 
publicity  chief  of  Paramount,  will  handle 
details.  It  is  planned  to  bring  critics  in 
from  a radius  of  about  300  miles  of  De- 
troit, including  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Pitts- 
burgh and  other  cities. 

Tentative  plans  call  for  Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Akim  Tamiroff  and  John  Howard, 
stars  of  the  picture,  to  be  present,  if  pro- 
duction schedules  permit,  as  well  as  any 
other  Paramount  stars  available  at  the 
time.  Krueger  will  work  out  details  of 
the  premiere  in  the  next  few  weeks,  with 
Earl  Hudson,  who  is  handling  the  Para- 
mount theatres  in  Detroit,  and  John  How- 
ard, Paramount  Pictures  branch  manager 
there. 

The  affair  will  be  a formal  one  for  the 
Detroit  towns  folk  at  a $5.00  top. 


Norton  and  Kirby  Current 
Tops  in  Republic  Drive 

Cleveland — Rudy  Norton  of  the  Repub- 
lic office  in  Cleveland  and  George  Kirby 
of  Cincinnati  are  announced  as  the  Sep- 
tember winners  in  the  local  Republic  con- 
test which  started  August  14  and  pro- 
ceeds until  December  16.  Norton  won 
$25.00  as  top  salesman  in  the  Ohio  terri- 
tory while  Kirby  received  $10.00  as  top 
booker.  Local  winners  will  be  eligible  to 
compete  for  the  grand  prizes  of  $100  for 
top  salesman  and  $50  for  top  booker  to 
be  awarded  at  the  conclusion  of  the  con- 
test. 


Martin  Friedman  Warner 
Booker  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Martin  Friedman  of  the 
Warner  home  office  playdate  department 
has  joined  the  booking  staff  of  the  com- 
pany’s branch  office  here.  Herb  Ochs  is 
local  branch  manager. 


Cleveland  Federation  of  Women’s  Club 
and  at  least  40  of  its  affiliates. 

Through  the  Federation  of  Women’s 
Clubs,  hostesses  are  taking  over  the  show 
both  in  the  daytime  and  in  the  evening. 
Teams  from  the  various  affiliates  are  on 
hand  to  explain  some  of  the  mechanics 
of  motion  pictures. 

The  celebration  opened  with  a limch- 
eon  in  Harvey’s  Restaurant,  located  in  the 
Terminal  Tower.  Through  the  courtesy  of 
RKO,  the  March  of  Time  story  of  motion 
pictures  was  shown  during  the  Itmcheon. 
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"^ING  DONG,  the  Witch  Is  Dead”  may 
be  the  exhibitor’s  theme  song  with 
the  passing  of  daylight  saving  time.  Fast 
time  season  expired  Simday,  Sept.  24  . . . 
Nixon’s  imposing  list  of  legit  attractions, 
opening  with  Gertrude  Lawrence  in  “Sky- 
lark,” the  week  of  September  25,  promises 
one  of  the  most  vital  seasons  here  in  some 
years.  Helen  Hayes  and  Philip  Merivale 
win  hold  the  stage  the  week  of  October  2 
in  “Ladies  and  Gentlemen.”  “The  White 
Steed”  follows,  October  9;  then  comes 
Maurice  Evans  in  his  unabridged  produc- 
tion of  “Hamlet,”  October  16;  Ethel  Barry- 
more in  “Farm  of  Three  Echoes,”  October 
23;  “Leave  It  to  Me,”  with  Victor  Moore 
and  Sophie  Tucker,  November  6;  Raymond 
Massey  in  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,”  No- 
vember 20.  Scheduled  are  John  Barry- 
more in  “My  Dear  Children;”  Katharine 
Cornell  in  “No  Time  for  Comedy;”  Katha- 
rine Hepburn  in  “The  Philadelphia  Story;” 
“Outward  Bound”  with  Laurette  Taylor; 
Florence  Reed  and  Diana  Barrymore, 
“Time  of  Your  Life,”  “Streets  of  Paris,” 
Olsen  and  Johnson’s  “Hellzapoppin,”  Eric 
Linden  in  “Golden  Boy.” 

Ben  Welansky,  Monogram  franchise 
owner  for  Pittsburgh  and  Boston,  was  a 
visitor  here  with  Eddie  Golden,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  company.  They  attended  the 
West  Virginia  exhibitor’  convention  at 
Clarksburg.  Harry  Seed,  Vitagraph  man- 
ager, was  in  New  York  this  week  at  the 
home  office  ...  A closing  notice  was 


posted  in  the  Barry  Theatre,  but  Manuel 
M.  Greenwald,  manager,  stated  that  there 
was  no  definite  word  from  William  Skir- 
ball,  operator,  that  the  house  would  go 
dark. 

Lucky  Charlie  Truran  was  in  New  York 
on  business  for  the  Park  Theatre  Corp.  of 
Meadville,  Pa.,  when  he  was  announced  as 
winner  of  the  $1,000  prize  in  connection 
with  the  Variety  Club’s  benefit  fund.  The 
Camp  O’Connell  fund  netted  more  than 
$3,000  . . . Visitors  this  week  included  Bill 
Sussman,  Edgar  Moss  and  Morton  Levy 
who  conducted  a S.  R.  Kent  drive  meet- 
ing at  the  20th-Pox  exchange;  David  Mil- 
ler, New  Universal  district  manager;  Law- 
rence W.  Davee,  eastern  sales  manager  for 
Motiograph;  W.  M.  Lodge  of  the  Fulton, 
McConnellsburg  . . . George  Dewey  Tyson, 
director  of  the  “Miss  America”  pageant  at 
Atlantic  City,  is  reporting  back  on  the  job 
here  as  publicity  director  for  the  Harris 
Amusement  companies  in  advance  of 
schedule  to  permit  John  H.  Harris  and 
James  G.  Balmer  to  get  started  for  At- 
lanta and  Memphis  to  formally  induct  the 
Variety  Clubs  there  into  the  national  or- 
ganization. 

Tom  Connors,  son  of  the  M-G-M  east- 
ern sales  manager,  and  Abe  Hodas,  both 
of  New  York,  are  the  new  students  at  the 
local  M-G-M  exchange  . . . Pittsburgh 
Playhouse,  now  having  a balcony  installed, 
is  scheduled  to  open  the  new  season  Octo- 


ber 24,  the  initial  production  being  “Boy 
Meets  Girl,’’  now  being  cast  and  rehearsed 
by  Fred  Burleigh,  director  . . . Mike  Karol- 
cik,  Perryopolis  exhibitor  and  Fayette 
county  commissioner,  failed  to  ivin  a Demo- 
cratic renomination. 

William  Interrante,  son  of  20th-Pox’s 
Austin  Interrante,  has  enrolled  at  Pitt  in  a 
post  graduate  course  and  is  out  after  a 
master’s  degree.  He  has  had  theatre  ex- 
perience at  the  Rowland,  Philipsburg  . . . 
Moe  Gould  visited  on  Filmrow,  having 
been  discharged  from  the  Will  Rogers  Me- 
morial Hospital,  Saranac.  Former  local 
film  man  had  been  a patient  there  for 
several  years.  He  is  now  enjoying  the  best 
of  health  and  he  looks  great.  Moe  kept  in 
touch  with  the  industry  each  week  via 
Boxoffice.  He  wants  to  thank  all  his 
friends  for  their  kindness  to  him  during 
his  illness. 

Frank  Barr,  manager  of  the  State,  Wil- 
kinsburg,  and  Frances  Perrin,  cashier  at 
the  same  theatre,  were  married  last  week. 
They  will  reside  in  the  borough.  Don 
Harris,  Barr’s  assistant  at  the  State,  and 
Ellen  Beckett  of  the  East  End  will  take 
the  vows  soon. 

Many  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jules 
Lapidus  were  expected  to  attend  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  of  their  son,  Lawrence  Herbert 
Lapidus,  Saturday  morning,  September  30, 
(Continued  on  page  61) 


THEATRES  GET 


BREAK! 


First  and  Only  Eleven  Round  Fight  Available  to  Exhibitors  in  Many  a Year 

Eleven  Rounds  and  a Knockout!  Louis  Said  It  Was  His  Greatest  and  Toughest  Fight! 


A surefire  attraction! 

BOB  PASTOR  A HERO— JOE  LOUIS  STILL  WORLD  CHAMPION 

Exhibitors:  Act  Quick  For  The 

JOE  LOUIS  vs.  BOB  PASTOR 

FIGHT  PICTURES 


IRVING  DIETZ 

1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies 


GEORGE  "B"  JOSACK 

PITTSBURGH.  PA.  Phone:  ATlantic  4874 
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fjERBERT  OCHS,  Vitagraph  branch 
manager,  was  in  New  York  last  week 
hobnobbing  with  the  home  office  officials 
. . , Herb’s  son.  Jack,  is  doing  nicely,  thank 
you,  following  an  emergency  operation  for 
appendicitis, 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Horwitz,  wife  of  the  local 
circuit  owner,  is  back  home  after  an  en- 
forced stay  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital. 

Chris  Velas’  new  500-seat  house  in 
Woodsfield  is  nearing  completion.  The 
opening  will  be  held  in  about  another 
week. 

Matt  Goodmaii.  UA  branch  manager, 
anticipating  an  open  social  season  next 
year,  has  added  a guest  wing  to  his  sum- 
mer home  in  Sarnia,  Ontario.  As  soon 
as  the  addition  is  completed,  which  will 
take  about  a week.  Mrs.  Goodman  will 
close  the  house  and  return  to  her  Cleve- 
land apartment. 


"All  Quiet"  Return  Run 
Starts  Well  in  Ohio 

Cleveland — Universal’s  reissue  of  “All 
Quiet  on  the  Western  Front’’  played  its 
first  engagements  in  the  territory  last 
week  at  the  Rivoli  Theatre,  Toledo,  and 
the  Palace,  Akron,  The  picture  was  well 
received  in  both  runs. 


First  Run  Return  Bookings 
Accorded  "Maginot  Line" 

Cleveland — “The  Maginot  Line,”  re-is- 
sued by  March  of  Time,  is  getting  first 
run  return  engagements  right  through  the 
territory,  according  to  local  RKO  Branch 
Manager  George  Lefko,  Last  week  it  play- 
ed at  the  Paramount  Theatre,  Toledo. 
This  was  followed  with  a one-week  run 
at  the  Circle,  Cleveland,  and  a return 
run  at  the  State,  Youngstown. 


Fire  Burns  Film 

Pittsburgh — While  an  audience  of  more 
than  100  waited  for  the  show  to  continue, 
a fire  in  the  projection  room  of  the  Cor- 
aopolis  Theatre  destroyed  part  of  the  film, 
“Bachelor  Mother.”  Fire  was  confined  to 
the  booth  and  the  audience  was  dismissed. 


Joins  Jack  Moss  Unit 

Hollywood — Scripter  Lou  Sarecky  has 
joined  the  Jack  Moss  production  unit  at 
Paramount. 


I WANT 

TO  BUY  OR  LEASE 
A THEATRE 

SMALL  TOWN  OR  SUBURB 
PREFERRED 

E.  D.  ENGLE 

562  Belvedere  Ave. 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


Norma  Caldwell,  Dick  Deutsch’s  secre- 
tary, is  vacationing  with  relatives  in  Royal 
Oak,  Mich.  . . . Manny  Manishore  arrived 
in  town  with  prints  of  the  Louis-Pastor 
fight  pictures,  released  by  Regal  Films, 
Film  Bldg. 

Glimpsed  at  the  Louis-Pastor  fight  in 
Detroit  last  Wednesday  were  Caldwell 
Brown  of  Zanesville,  John  Kalafat  and 
Jack  Greenbaum  of  Cleveland  . . . Sid- 
ney Garfinkle  of  Quality  Premiums  was 
busy  last  week  unpacking  his  first  ship- 
ment of  the  new  dinner  sets. 

The  Penn  Square  Theatre,  original  home 
of  foreign  films  in  Cleveland,  reopened 
last  Friday  under  the  direction  of  Ralph 
Rose  of  this  city  and  Gabriel  Ru'oin  of 
Pittsburgh  with  Harry  Ambler  as  house 
manager.  Initial  release  was  “The  Crisis.” 
Prices  are  set  at  25  cents  for  matinees 
and  42  cents  evenings. 

Matt  Goodman,  big  boss  over  at  United 
Artists,  has  lost  25  pounds.  Where?  Right 
in  the  beer  parlor,  and  it’s  perfectly  safe 
to  invite  him  to  join  you  in  an  after- 
theatre snack  because  he's  not  using  any, 
thank  you. 

S.  P.  Gorrel,  Republic  branch  manager, 
took  to  the  highways  and  by-ways  last 
week  snaring  exhibitors  in  their  native 
habitats,  all  in  the  good  cause  of  sales- 
manship . . . Bert  Steam,  United  Artists’ 
district  manager,  and  Mrs.  Steam  were 
hosts  last  weekend  to  Sam  Glaser,  UA 
branch  manager  in  Toronto,  his  wife  and 
daughter. 

Harry  Rosen,  a newcomer  on  the  local 
industry  horizon,  has  taken  over  the  Plaza 
Theatre,  Youngstown,  which  has  been 
closed  some  time  . . . Harry  Lands  of 
Independent  Film  Service,  Films  Bldg.. 
Cleveland,  has  closed  a deal  with  Mitchell 
Leitcher  for  the  Ohio  and  Kentucky  dis- 
tribution of  “Sudan.” 

Mrs.  Georgia  Moffett,  former  film  board 
secretary,  and  now  secretary  to  the  Va- 
riety Club,  has  come  in  from  a summer 
in  the  country  and  now  is  located  at 
Rugby  Hall,  Euclid  Ave. 

Milt  Mooney’s  eldest  son,  Tom.  left  last 
week  to  enter  the  freshman  class  at  Notre 
Dame  University. 

Warner’s  "The  Old  Maid,”  starring  Bette 
Davis,  is  being  held  a third  week  down- 
town. It  did  tremendous  business  in  its 
opening  week  at  the  Hippodrome,  going 
40  per  cent  over  the  average  weekly  take. 
Then  it  moved  over  to  the  Allen  where 
it  went  75  per  cent  better  than  par,  on 
the  basis  of  which  it  has  settled  down 
for  an  indefinite  run. 

Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great  Lakes  division 
manager,  is  very  happy  at  the  success  of 
the  stage  shows  noiv  playing  at  the  RKO 
Palace  here.  The  interest  in  “flesh”  shows 
is  further  manifested  by  the  announce- 
meJit  that  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  will 
put  on  stage  shows  every  Saturday.  If  the 
policy  is  successful,  it  will  be  extended  to 
one  or  more  additional  days  during  the 
week. 


Ohio  ITO  Directors  Will 
Meet  in  Cleveland 

Columbus — The  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Independent  The- 
atre Owners  of  Ohio,  scheduled  to  be 
held  here  September  19,  will  be  held  in 
Cleveland  next  week.  At  this  time  the 
date  for  the  annual  ITO  convention  will 
be  discussed. 


Samuelson  Announces 
Book  Review  Matinees 

Cleveland — Marvin  Samuelson,  mana- 
ger of  Warner’s  Colony  Theatre,  has  sent 
letters  to  all  of  the  women’s  clubs  of 
Cleveland  announcing  October  4 as  the 
opening  date  of  his  fall  series  of  “Book 
Review  Matinees.”  Thereafter,  the  book 
reviews  will  be  held  every  Wednesday  af- 
ternoon at  2:00  p.  m.,  during  October  and 
November. 

The  “Book  Review  Matinee”  was  intro- 
duced by  Manager  Samuelson  last  spring 
and  continued  until  warm  weather  ar- 
rived. The  review  and  the  picture  pro- 
gram are  both  available  for  the  one  price 
of  admission. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Fuldheim,  lecturer,  will 
present  a review  of  “Prince  Imperial”  by 
Katherine  John  as  the  first  of  the  series. 
On  October  11  Margaret  Rowland  will 
discuss  John  Steinbeck’s  “Grapes  of 
Wrath.”  On  October  18  Dr.  Joseph  Re- 
menyi  will  discuss  Stephan  Zweig’s  “Be- 
ware of  Pity.”  Other  programs  will  be 
announced  later. 


Metro  Contest  Winners 
Receive  Trip  to  Coast 

Cincinnati — Among  ten  winners  in 
Metro’s  annual  efficiency  competition 
which  ended  August  31,  are  Estelle  Schil- 
ferth,  secretary  to  the  local  office  mana- 
ger, and  Henry  Cordes,  building  custodian. 

As  guests  of  their  company,  they  will 
spend  October  16-20  at  the  San  Fi’ancisco 
Pair  and  two  days  at  Metro’s  Culver  City 
studios  in  Hollywood. 


International  Coupon 
Oiiices  Are  Moved 

Cleveland — International  Coupon  Dis- 
tributing Co.,  formerly  located  on  East 
Ninth  St.,  is  now  in  830  Guardian  Bldg. 
Mike  Special,  Ohio  franchise  owner,  re- 
ports that  the  coupon  deal  is  now  in  op- 
eration in  approximately  ten  houses  of 
the  Community  circuit  in  Cleveland,  and 
in  all  of  the  Smith  and  Beidler  houses  in 
Toledo. 


Butler  Bros,  Buy 

Star  Junction,  Pa. — The  Star  Junction 
Theatre  has  been  acquired  by  I.  L.  Butler 
and  Edward  T.  Butler,  brothers,  and  the 
house  was  being  remodeled  and  re- 
equipped for  opening  September  30.  The 
theatre  was  opened  last  year  by  L.  De- 
Michaels,  Dunbar  exhibitor,  after  being 
dark  for  many  years. 
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(Continued  from  page  59) 
at  the  Beth  Shalom  Synagogue,  and  at 
a reception  in  the  Schenley  Hotel  Sun- 
day, October  1. 

Joe  Feldman  of  the  local  Warner  cir- 
cuit office  will  speak  on  “Publicity  for  the 
Theatre”  at  the  eighth  annual  institute 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Drama  League  to  be 
held  at  Hotel  Schenley,  October  7 . . . 
Romance  at  the  M-G-M  exchange:  Allan 
Douglas  of  the  accessory  sales  department 
and  Dorothy  Hughes  of  the  inspection 
department  will  say  the  words  that  make 
them  one  . . . Mrs.  H.  Goldberg,  wife  of 
the  Beaver  Falls  exhibitor,  and  Mrs.  Glen 
Floyd,  wife  of  the  Follansbee  theatreman, 
are  in  ill  health  . . . Mrs.  William  R. 
Wheat  jr.  has  returned  to  her  home  in 
Sewickley  after  undergoing  a delicate 
operation  . . . Godfrey  “Duddy”  Lefton, 
Monarch  Pictures’  booker,  is  up  and 
around  after  a nose  and  throat  operation 
which  had  taken  him  out  of  circulation 
for  a week. 

Ladies  Theatrical  Club,  composed  of 
wives  of  Variety  Club  members,  opened 
a new  season  the  other  afternoon  with  a 
fashion  show  and  luncheon,  with  Mrs.  Flo- 
rence Fisher  Parry,  noted  columnist  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Press,  as  guest  of  honor. 
New  membership  committee  includes  Mrs. 
Ben  Brown,  chairman;  Mrs.  Ben  Steer- 
man,  Mrs.  Tony  Stern,  Mrs.  Max  Shul- 
gold  and  Mrs.  Archie  Fineman.  Funda- 
mental objective  of  the  organization  is 


charity  and  the  membership  campaign  is 
under  way  prior  to  applying  for  a char- 
ter and  gaining  recognition  by  the  Con- 
gress of  Women’s  Clubs. 

Max  Adkins,  who  has  been  with  WCAE 
for  several  years,  is  the  new  conductor  of 
the  Stanley  Theatre  orchestra.  Eddie 
Cantor  is  the  star  of  the  Stanley  stage 
show  this  week,  returning  flesh  here  after 
a layoff  of  13  loeeks.  Scheduled  for  early 
appearances  at  the  Stanley  are  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, the  team  of  Priscilla  Lane  and  John 
Garfield,  Frank  McHugh,  Joe  E.  Brown, 
Horace  Heidt,  Hal  Kemp,  Glenn  Miller 
and  others. 

The  Joseph  (Republic)  Daugherty  heir 
has  been  named  Thomas  Richard  Daugh- 
erty . . . Jake  Soltz  of  the  Rhumba  cir- 
cuit has  joined  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.  . . . 
Edward  Pupa  is  manager  of  the  new  St. 
Moritz  roller  rink  which  has  just  opened 
in  East  Liberty. 

Mannie  Golden,  former  city  exhibitor, 
is  now  selling  autos.  His  son,  Milton,  re- 
cently cast  his  lot  with  show  business  as 
assistant  manager  of  the  Regal,  Wilkins- 
burg  . . . F.  E.  Hasley  reeently  celebrated 
the  first  anniversary  of  his  Terrace  The- 
atre, Bessemer  Terrace,  East  Pittsburgh, 
and  it  proved  to  be  his  best  boxoffice  week 
. . . William  Thomas  was  busy  booking 
pictures  for  the  extensively  remodeled 
Strand  Theatre,  Zelieyiople,  which  he  is 
reopening  within  a few  days  . . . Bobby 
Dunbar  of  Warner  Bros,  reports  a great 


exhibitor  reaction  to  the  “merchandising 
policy”  as  announced  some  weeks  ago  by 
Gradwell  L.  Sears,  president  of  Vitagraph, 
Inc. 

Harris  Alvin  advertised  that  “The  Rains 
Came”  has  broken  all  attendance  and 
receipts  records  for  the  past  two  years 
. . . RKO’s  “Allegheny  Uprising”  will  be 
given  its  world  premiere  here,  probably 
at  Loew’s  Penn  . . . Variety  Post  Ameri- 
can Legion  officers  will  be  installed  at 
the  Variety  Club,  Monday  evening,  Octo- 
ber 2,  with  Dr.  L.  G.  Beinhauer  presiding 
as  King  at  the  regular  dinner  that  eve- 
ning. Election  of  Variety  Club  officers 
for  1940  will  take  place  the  following 
Monday,  October  9. 

Bill  Haidenoff,  theatre  decorator,  speiit 
a week  at  the  World’s  Fair  examining 
new  decorating  materials  and  designs  . . . 
Bill  and  Harry  Walker,  Col.  Billy  Wheat 
jr.,  Harry  Feinstein  and  John  T.  Mc- 
Greevey  were  guests  of  20th-Fox  at  a 
company  drive  meeting  here  last  week, 
the  session  being  conducted  by  Morton 
Levy,  brother  of  the  local  Columbia 
branch  manager.  Art  Levy. 

After  a motor  trip  to  Florida,  Melvin 
S.  Barrett,  Paramount  ad  sales  manager 
at  Cleveland,  and  his  bride,  the  former 
Ruth  Gerson,  will  reside  in  Cleveland. 
They  were  married  here  last  week  . . . 
Wedding  bells  will  ring  in  the  late  autumn 
for  Peggy  Latta,  daughter  of  the  C.  J. 
Lattas,  and  William  F.  Diebold. 


THE  BIGGEST  DATE  DRIVE  IN  HISTORY 

BTTHE 

SREATEST  DATER-UPPERS  IN  THE  BUSINESS 

ISow  On  In  Full  Force 


HELP 

HELP 

HELP 

SAM 

GEORGE 

HYMIE 

FINEBERG 

COLLINS 

WHEELER 

—THANK  YOU— 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  OF  PITTSBURGH 
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WESTAWAY  is  completing  refurbish- 
ing of  the  Willis  . . . Ray  Schreiber, 
Colonial  manager,  thinks  his  pictures  make 
him  look  too  big — penalty  of  being  a Big 
Shot? 

Barney  Kilbride,  manager  of  the  Alham- 
bra, got  an  o.  k.  from  the  city  council  for 
a new  marquee  sign  . . . Bob  Fisher,  road- 
show distributor,  had  *the  following  Ex- 
cellent Pictures  officials  as  his  guests  at 
the  Pastor-Louis  fight  here — Bill  Flemion, 
president;  Anne  O’Donnell,  office  man- 
ager; Carl  Zipper,  booker,  and  Bill  Flem- 
ion jr. 

Half  the  circuit  executives  and  other 
“biggies”  convened  at  the  Film  Building 
the  day  after  the  fight  to  see  first  screen- 
ing anywhere  of  the  fight  films,  released 
here  by  Bob  Fisher  through  Excellent  . . . 
Nat  Saland,  Mercury  Film  Laboratories, 
New  York;  Henri  Elman  of  Monogram, 
Chicago,  and  J.  H.  Hoffberg,  New  York 
independent  distributor,  were  visitors. 

Charlie  Perry  needn’t  feel  bad  about  his 
difficulty  in  getting  Jimmy  Johnston,  Pas- 
tor’s manager,  to  end  his  speech  at  the 
Variety  luncheoii;  the  radio  announcer  said 
Johnston  made  more  noise  than  anyone 
else  at  the  fight  . . . Screen  celebrities  at- 
tending included  Clark  Gable  and  Carole 
Lombard. 

Max  Blumenthal  is  redecorating  the 
Film  Exchange  projection  room,  practic- 
ing up  on  a screwdriver  meanwhile  . . . A1 
Dezel  has  booked  “Sinful  Souls”  into  the 
Columbia,  for  a first  run. 

Al  Westaway,  owner  of  the  Willis,  has 
returned  from  Heath.  Ky.,  where  he  buried 
his  brother-in-law,  Ernest  Cook,  who,  was 
also  connected  with  the  Willis.  Cook,  who 
was  36,  died  in  Highland  Park  General 
Hospital  from  heart  trouble. 

John  W.  Brown,  Paramount  ad  sales 
manager,  thinks  his  “listening  post”  is 
outside  the  “line  of  fire” — they  were  hold- 
ing up  the  staff  meeting  for  him  the  other 
day,  and  he  hadn’t  been  notified,  just  kept 
on  working  instead. 

George  McArthur  has  a bad  cold  as  a 
result  of  changing  his  mind  too  often 
about  wearing  a hat  . . . Charlie  Collins  is 
readying  plans  for  that  new  booking  office 
. . . Saul  Korman  isn’t  even  smoking 


Present  Gov,  Dickinson 
Film  of  "The  Party" 

Detroit — Michigan’s  Gov.  Luren  D. 
Dickinson  was  given  a chance  to  study 
the  famous  Governors’  Party  at  New 
York,  which  caused  his  nationally  pub- 
licized attack  on  “high  life”  recently. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M,  sent  Governor  Dickinson 
a print  of  the  newsreel  covering  the  party 
for  his  own  personal  use  this  week.  (It 
is  understood  that  similar  prints  were  sent 
to  all  state  executives  attending  the  af- 
fair) . 

No  official  reaction  has  yet  been  re- 
ceived to  the  presentation  of  the  film. 


cigarettes  now  . . . Edna  Brown  of  Metro 
Premiums  has  a boy  friend  who’s  organi- 
zation president  at  Sharey  Zedek;  she’s 
on  committees  there  too. 

Frank  Gene,  Warner  office  manager, 
takes  his  noon  walks  leisurely  . . . S.  C. 
Waldron,  National  Theatre  Supply  mar- 
quee expert,  has  shown  a 200  per  cent 
improvement  in  golf  since  first  of  the  sea- 
son. His  score  now  is  51. 

Burns  Warden,  who  recently  resigned 
as  ad  sales  manager  at  RKO,  is  now  secre- 
tary to  the  arbitration  committee  of  the 
Detroit  board  of  commerce — a big  title  for 
a big  man  . . . Milton  C.  Adler  is  heading 
Conditionnaire,  Inc.,  which  is  working  on 
theatrical  air  conditioning  now. 

Chai'les  Gentry,  film  editor  of  the  De- 
troit Times,  is  back  home,  after  being 
trapped  in  Europe  by  the  war,  with  plenty 
to  tell  of  his  experiences. 

Hal  Berdun  of  the  Del-Ray  booking  of- 
fice, received  leg  injuries  when  his  car  was 
wrecked  as  a wasp  stung  his  brother,  Billy 
Berdun,  who  received  minor  chest  in- 
juries . . . Al  Emery,  the  p.  a.  specialist, 
says  it  was  a poor  season  at  the  tracks — 
for  him. 

Don  McHenry  has  reopened  the  Arc, 
with  Ray  White,  who  used  to  be  at  the 
Palmer  Park  Theatre,  as  manager  . . . 
Walter  Twarog  is  new  house  manager  at 
the  Colonial.  He  was  assistant  to  Frank 
Stuart  at  the  Majestic,  where  Gene  Marx 
now  has  his  old  post. 


WOLVERINE  DOINGS: 

Associated  Theatres  has  reopened  the 
Majestic  at  Wyandotte,  again  imder  the 
management  of  George  Wilbur,  after  ex- 
tensive remodeling  . . . Jack  Stewart,  Uni- 
versal state  salesman,  has  returned  from 
Cincinnati,  where  he  attended  the  funeral 
of  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  Lowenberg, 
who  was  with  Fox  Theatres  at  Milwaukee. 


Al  Grasgrin  has  opened  his  new  Flatroc 
at  Flat  Rock  . . . Pearl  M.  Sprott,  Allied 
Theatres  office  manager,  is  back  home, 
getting  ready  for  the  Kalamazoo  conven- 
tion, after  spending  several  days  in  Celery- 
town  making  preparations.  All  non-mem- 
bers are  being  invited  this  year. 


Port  Huron  is  the  next  Michigan  town 
to  receive  screen  fame — in  M-G-M’s  forth- 
coming life  of  Edison,  who  lived  there  dur- 
ing his  younger  years.  Research  work  for 
early  Port  Huron  scenes  was  under  way 
last  week  for  the  film,  with  the  local  li- 
brary cooperating. 


Ray  Branch,  Allied  president,  is  com- 
muting to  Detroit  about  weekly  now  . . . 
Pete  C.  Schram  and  wife,  Kalamazoo,  are 
in  New  York — their  son  just  got  back 
from  there. 


George  W.  Sampson  reports  very  good 
business  for  opening  of  the  Esquire  in 
Grosse  Pointe,  despite  the  weather  . . . 
Ray  Moon,  Mutual  executive,  sends  his 
regrets  via  wire — collect. 


Lloyd  Turrell  of  the  London  Theatres,  is 
showing  his  youngster  around  Filmrow  . . . 
Jacob  Boodman  of  Film  Cleaning  Service, 
now  describes  himself  as  “chubby.” 

RKO-ites  read  Boxoffice  so  thoroughly 
that  every  copy  disappears  from  the  of- 
fice . . . Anne  O’Donnell  of  Excellent  Pic- 
tures is  somehow  the  point  of  attraction 
for  most  out-of-town  filmites  visiting 
Michigan. 

Bill  Flemion  of  Excellent  is  taking  over 
distribution  of  “Mayerling,”  with  Charles 
Boyer  and  Danielle  Darrieux  . . . Bernard 
Brooks,  owner  of  the  President,  and  his 
brother,  Leonard  Brooks,  manager  of  Asso- 
ciated’s Century,  have  returned  from  their 
pilgrimage  through  the  Ozarks. 

Jim  West,  the  Boxoffice  photographer, 
has  a new  three-tone  brown  ensemble  for 
fall  . . . Peter  Simon  made  the  trailers  for 
Bob  Fisher’s  films  of  the  Pastor-Louis 
fight.  Jam  Handy  did  the  rapid  processing 
on  the  master  film  here. 

Jack  Benny,  John  Garfield,  George  M. 
Cohan,  Lupe  Velez  and  Don  Ameche  xvere 
among  other  film  celebrities  noted  at  the 
fight,  by  the  way. 

Pops  Moranz  is  working  on  a new  thea- 
tre construction  deal,  reported  nearly 
closed  . . . Pop  Stolz  and  Max  Kolin  head- 
ed for  the  American  Legion  national  con- 
vention at  Chicago. 

Jack  Broder  of  the  Rainbow  is  readying 
the  Times  Square,  dovmtown  for  reopening 
. . . E.  V.  Smith,  the  fast  RCA  salesman,  is 
likewise  a fast  walker. 

Leonard  Schechter  is  taking  over  dis- 
tribution of  “When  Germany  Surrendered” 
for  the  territory.  Deal  was  completed  with 
personal  visit  of  John  Mednikow,  producer, 
here  this  week. 

Bud  Cusick  and  Walter  Rickens  attend- 
ed the  dedication  of  the  Veterans’  Me- 
morial at  the  Michigan  State  Fair  . . . 
Andy  Harvey  of  Exhibitor’s  Service  has  set 
the  date  for  the  film  exchange  employes’ 
annual  party — October  20. 

Pete  Brock  is  out  in  Veterans’  Hospital 
. . . M-G-M  had  a special  screening  of 
“Babes  in  Arms”  for  48  officers  of  the 
Greater  Detroit  Motion  Picture  Council, 

Geo.  Nelson  to  Manage 
New  Fairmount  House 

Fairmount,  W.  Va. — George  W.  Nelson, 
exhibitor  here  for  a quarter  of  a century, 
who  retired  several  months  ago  when  the 
Nelson  Theatre  was  demolished  to  make 
way  for  a new  commercial  building,  isn’t 
leaving  the  industry  after  all. 

Columbus  Harr,  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  new  theatre  under  construction  here, 
told  a Boxoffice  reporter  Nelson  would 
manage  this  new  600-seat  theatre,  which 
is  located  across  the  street  from  the  old 
Nelson  Theatre.  The  veteran  showman 
has  been  occupying  himself  with  his  other 
businesses  which  include  real  estate. 
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with  very  favorable  results.  Exploiteer 
Warren  Slee  spoke. 

Bob  Corbin,  assisted  by  Slee,  conducted 
a great  campaign  on  “The  Women”  and 
“Lady  of  the  Tropics,”  both  opening  at 
UDT  theatres  this  week  . . . Slee  was  off 
to  Jackson  again,  to  work  on  opening  of 
“Thunder  Afloat”  at  the  Michigan. 

Sam  Harris  and  Bud  Cusick  warn  they 
have  a real  gag  coming  up.  Watch  out;  . . . 
Theatrical  Post,  American  Legion,  con- 
tributed $130.00  to  the  Iron  Lung  Fund. 

Sam  Merson,  film  blowling  secretary,  is 
playing  “hooligan”  on  a consignment 
basis  . . . Art  Robinson  is  getting  to  be  a 
capitalist  with  his  investments  in  new 
amusement  enterprises. 

Pete  Simon  gets  out  those  gold- rimmed 
cheaters  for  close-up  work  only  now  . . . 
Dave  Newman  of  the  Pasadena  was  one  of 
the  bright  legal  lights  around  the  Michi- 
gan Bar  convention. 

Beryl  (O’bie  O’Bryan)  who  never  forgets 
a voice,  cools  off  after  work  by  going  over 
to  the  Michigan  to  see  the  show  . . . W.  S. 
McLaren,  former  Jackson  exhibitor,  was 
seen  in  town  Thursday,  renewing  ac- 
quaintances. 

The  local  RKO  force,  from  Branch 
Manager  Jim  Sharkey  on  down,  are  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  their  success  in  the 
George  J.  Schaefer  billing  drive.  Signify- 
ing second  place  among  38  exchanges, 
first  going  to  Canada,  a plaque  has  been 
placed  on  the  local  exchange  wall  to  keep 
company  with  that  one  annexed  for  sec- 
ond place  in  the  Jules  Levy  drive  two  sea- 
sons ago. 

New  Penn  in  Titusville 
Is  Opened  by  Warner 

Titusville,  Pa. — The  new  Penn  Thea- 
tre here  was  opened  last  Thursday  by 
Warner  Bros.  In  attendance  were  several 
executives  of  the  circuit  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  industry. 

The  theatre  is  of  modern  design  and  is 
equipped  with  new  type  projection  and 
sound  systems  and  fixtures.  Victor  A. 
Rigaumont,  noted  theatre  architect  of 
Pittsburgh  and  a member  of  Boxoffice’s 
Modern  Theatre  Planning  Institute,  de- 
signed the  new  Penn. 

Warner  Bros,  also  have  the  Orpheum 
here. 

RCA's  Field  Engineers 
Confer  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — RCA’s  district  field  engi- 
neers were  here  for  several  days  this  week 
to  attend  a special  meeting  at  which  time 
sales  policies  and  service  problems  were 
discussed.  Engineers  in  attendance  in- 
cluded R.  S.  Sear,  J.  D.  Steely,  K.  M.  Bar- 
bier,  J.  P.  Ware,  H.  E.  Frisbie  and  F.  W. 
Hamre.  W.  C.  “Bill”  Jervis,  in  charge  of 
Photophone  sales  here,  conferred  with  the 
field  men  on  individual  setups  and  prob- 
lems. 


Added  to  "Melody"  Cast 

Hollywood — Ann  Morriss  has  been  add- 
ed to  the  cast  of  Metro’s  “Broadway 
Melody  of  1940.” 


Dr,  Wise  "King"  at  Pitt 
Variety  "Open  House" 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club’s  house  com- 
mittee was  in  charge  of  the  September  23 
“open  house”  at  the  club,  and  Dr.  A.  I. 
Wise  was  “king”  for  the  regular  Monday 
dinner,  September  25.  Archie  Fineman 
and  M.  N.  Shapiro  are  hosts  September  30. 
Dr.  L.  G.  Beinhauer  is  “king”  October  2, 
date  of  Variety  Post  installation  of  officers. 
Annual  election  of  officers  is  October  9. 
Columbia  will  replace  New  Universal  for 
October  7,  the  latter  company  to  be  host 
at  a later  date. 

Other  dates  for  Monday  dinners  include: 
Jules  Lapidus,  October  16:  Lew  Lefton, 
October  23;  Mort  and  Art  England,  Octo- 
ber 30. 


Fight  Films  Wanted 

Pittsburgh — Action  fight  pictures  show- 
ing Joe  Louis  in  his  eighth  successful  title 
defense  are  in  demand  here,  according 
to  Irving  Dietz  and  George  “B”  Josack, 
who  are  distributing  the  films  of  Bob 
Pastor  in  an  encounter  with  the  world’s 
heavyweight  champ.  Prints  are  ready  for 
immediate  bookings  and  complete  acces- 
sories are  available. 


Reopen  With  RCA  Sound 

Youngstown,  Ohio — Harry  M.  Rosen  of 
New  Castle,  Pa.,  who  will  operate  the 
long-dark  Plaza  Theatre  here,  is  installing 
new  RCA  sound  in  the  400-seat  house. 


piRST  big  social  event  of  the  season,  the 

Variety  Club  “Barn  Dance”  will  be  held 
this  year  on  October  25  at  the  Columbus 
Auditorium.  Money  obtained  will  be  used 
to  purchase  a ray  machine  for  the  Chil- 
dren’s Hospital  to  help  in  the  treatment 
of  infantile  paralysis. 

Harland  Fend,  manager  of  the  Sher- 
man Theatre  in  Chillicothe,  put  on  a ter- 
rific campaigji  in  connection  with  the 
“Wizard  of  Oz”  . . . Over  in  Springfield 
George  Bauer,  former  Fairbanks  mana- 
ger, is  slowly  staging  a comeback  after 
a serious  illness. 

“Pete”  Wood,  ITOO  secretary,  an- 
nounces the  annual  convention  is  to  be 
held  November  13-14.  This  will  be  Presi- 
dent Martin  Smith’s  20th  convention,  and 
“Pete’s”  15th.  Some  400  houses  are  to 
be  represented. 

The  Phil  Chakeres-M-G-M  contest  end- 
ed with  Jim  Diller,  Greenville  manager, 
in  first  place,  and  Jim  Hibbert,  Xenia 
manager,  second.  Winner  copped  50  bucks 
because  his  house  showed  biggest  increase 
with  showing  of  “On  Borrowed  Time.” 

Tentative  opening  date  of  the  new  Ideal 
Theatre  (Rapp>old  Bros.)  is  set  for  the 
15th  ...  A local  16mm  newsreel  now  is 
being  used  by  the  Marion  Theatre. 

Russ  Bovirn,  Loew’s  Ohio  manager,  held 
a “leap  year”  midnight  show  for  “The 
Women,”  with  nary  a ticket  sold  to  the 
men.  Excellent  business  was  reported. 


pHE  Cincinnati  Cinema  Club,  newly-or- 
ganized body  of  film  salesmen,  meeting 
at  Variety  Club  rooms,  announces  a paid- 
up  membership  of  25.  Next  meeting  was 
set  for  September  30  at  2 p.  m.  and  men 
contemplating  membership  are  urged  to 
send  “one  buck”  to  Pete  Niland.  Rudy 
Klnoepfle  of  Republic  is  prexy  . . . 20th- 
Fox  has  issued  invitations  to  a preview 
of  “Hollywood  Cavalcade”  at  the  RKO 
Orpheum  October  2. 

New  ideas  in  theatre  lighting  will  be 
carried  out  in  the  Grand  Theatre,  erected 
by  RKO  Theatres  on  the  old  Grand  Opera 
House  site.  New  fluorescent  tube  lighting 
is  included  in  the  plans  worked  out. 

Wess  Huss,  prexy  of  Greater  Cincy  In- 
dependent Theatre  Owners  Ass’n  and  head 
of  Associated  Theatres,  is  back  from  a 
fishing  trip  in  Canada,  which  included 
much  golf  and  restful  relaxation.  Huss 
predicts  a return  to  normal  business  con- 
ditions in  the  fall  . . . RKO  publicity 
expert,  M.  J.  Whitmar,  also  returned  from 
a fishing  trip  proudly  exhibiting  a OVa- 
pound  black  bass  as  proof  of  his  prowess. 

Mike  Staley  has  taken  back  the  the- 
atres at  Lackey,  Garret  and  Wayland, 
Ky.,  from  Fred  Fraley.  Lackey,  now 
closed,  will  be  reopened  . . . Herb  Byrd, 
owner  of  the  Ohio,  Dayton,  and  former 
prexy  of  Dayton  Variety  Club,  has  taken 
over  the  Classic,  at  one  time  managed 
by  the  Chesbroughs. 

Carl  Rohs  expects  to  open  his  new  the- 
atre at  Cynthiana,  Ky.,  about  January  1. 
The  house  is  a 700-seater  . . . Gene 
Hensley  is  studying  to  be  a pilot.  He  and 
his  friend.  Arch  Clemens,  flew  in  recent- 
ly to  do  their  bookings. 

The  many  friends  of  Bob  Drew  of 
Monogram  will  be  happy  to  learyi  he  is 
recuperating  nicely  from  his  recent  ap- 
pendectomy, performed  at  the  Kenawha 
Valley  Hospital,  Charleston,  and  is  now 
able  to  take  solid  food.  Ezra  Skirball  is 
pinch-hitting  for  Bob. 

“Wahoo”  and  “Profit  Sharing  Night” 
were  the  ballyhoo  attractions  for  the 
opening  of  the  new  Elmwood  Theatre, 
Elmwood,  Ohio.  Charles  Mervis,  manager, 
was  to  give  the  introductions  at  the  for- 
mal opening,  September  28,  and  addresses 
were  to  be  made  by  the  mayor  of  Elm- 
wood and  other  civic  officials. 

Sylvester  Moorman  of  the  Columbia 
Theatre,  Coldwater , Ohio,  visited  the 
Row.  Others  coming  in  for  bookings  were 
John  Brown,  the  Civic,  Wellston;  Merril 
Eveland,  Twin  City  Opera  House,  O’Con- 
nelsville,  Ohio,  and  H.  L.  Jennings,  Pome- 
roy and  Middleport,  Ohio. 

George  Daumeyer,  Warner  field  super- 
visor, returned  this  week  from  his  vaca- 
tion. 


T.  B.  KLAIBAN 

Motion  Picture  Screen  Resurfacing  Co. 
White  and 
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N,  F,  Carskadon  to  Open 
New  Theatre  in  Keyser 

Keyser,  W.  Va. — The  new  Keyser  The- 
atre, opening  here  this  week,  is  strictly 
modern  in  design  and  equipment,  accord- 
ing to  N.  P.  “Newt”  Carskadon,  owner. 

Seating  580  persons,  the  New  Keyser  is 
located  across  the  street  from  the  old 
Music  Hall,  also  operated  by  Carskadon. 
Equipment  was  furnished  by  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co. 


Home  After  Honeymoon 

Moundsville,  W.  Va. — Walter  Lowe  and 
his  bride  of  several  weeks  are  at  home 
here  after  a honeymoon  spent  in  New 
York  and  Canada.  The  local  girl  and  the 
Moundsville  and  McMechan  exhibitor  were 
married  in  New  York.  Sperling  and  Lowe 
are  building  a new  theatre  at  Cameron, 
W.  Va. 


Interest  to  Nash 

Pittsburgh — James  H.  Nash,  UA  sales 
representative,  will  be  part  owner  of  the 
Gerard  Theatre,  West  View,  which  is  un- 
der construction.  His  partners  are  Charles 
Anderson  and  Walter  B.  Urling  of  Alpine 
Theatre  circuit. 


Into  Own  House 

Benwood,  W.  Va. — Roy  Green  of  the 
Colonial,  Wheeling,  is  resigning  as  man- 
ager there  around  October  1 to  open  the 
new  theatre  here  which  has  been  named 
the  Roxy. 


Emerges  Nearly  New 

Sheffield,  Pa. — The  Utopian  Theatre, 
operated  by  H.  H.  Baldensperger,  has 
emerged  as  practically  a new  house  fol- 
lowing a modernization  program. 


Warner  Sales  Policy 
Pleases  Ohio  Trade 

Cincinnati — Affiliated  and  independent 
exhibitors  in  this  area  highly  commend 
Warner’s  1939-40  sales  policy.  Expressing 
satisfaction  and  the  prediction  that  other 
companies  would  follow  suit,  Maurice 
White,  president  of  United  Theatres  and 
associate  of  Ike  Libson  in  RKO  Theatres 
Enterprises,  states: 

“I  think  there  is  a decided  sign  of  good- 
will returning  to  the  industry,  and  War- 
ner should  be  complimented  on  taking  this 
stand.  It  is  my  belief  all  other  companies 
will  shortly  follow  suit.  With  so  many 
outside  factors  affecting  the  industry,  we 
must  all  work  together  for  the  common 
good.” 

Harold  Bernstein,  secretary  of  Greater 
Cincinnati  Independents,  also  comments 
that  the  announcement  is  a step  in  the 
right  direction.  However,  Bernstein  ex- 
presses some  doubt  as  to  the  code  being 
carried  out  to  the  letter  by  Warner  sales 
representatives. 

“The  general  sales  manager  should  come 
out  and  instruct  his  branch  managers  and 
salesmen  they  must  live  up  to  the  code 
agreements,  and  not  force  short  subjects; 
and  also  allow  cancellations  without  strings 
attached,”  thinks  Bernstein.  “A  public 
statement  to  the  above  effect,  coming  from 
the  general  sales  manager,  would  solidify 
the  code  features,”  he  concluded,  “and 
strengthen  the  goodwill.” 

Ray  Frisz,  Co-Operative  Theatres  of 
Ohio,  expresses  approbation.  “This  looks 
like  the  fairest  thing  the  exchange  has 
managed  to  give  the  exhibitors  for  a long 
time.  It  gives  more  flexibility  and  a better 
chance  for  progress  in  the  right  direction,” 
he  thinks. 


Scripts  “Working  Girls" 

Hollywood — Margaret  Roberts  will 
script  “Twenty  Little  Working  Girls”  for 
Metro.  Arthur  Freed  will  produce. 


Contract  Bids  Taken  on 
New  Charleston  House 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — Bids  were  taken 
this  week  on  the  general  contract  for  a 
new  theatre,  seating  approximately  800, 
for  the  Family  Theatre  Corp.,  the  house  to 
be  operated  under  lease  by  Charles  Aaron 
of  the  Sunset  Theatre  here. 

Fred  A.  Bishop  of  Richmond,  Va.,  is  the 
architect.  Building  will  contain  theatre, 
eight  bowling  alleys  and  three  stores,  the 
cost  to  be  around  $60,000.  Front  will  be  of 
structural  glass. 


Mayfair  Is  Name  of  New 
House  for  Chris  Velas 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. — The  new  theatre  un- 
der construction  at  nearby  Edgewood  for 
Chris  Velas,  circuit  exhibitor,  has  been 
named  the  Mayfair. 

Seating  capacity  will  be  850  and  a spe- 
cial feature  will  be  the  installation  of  30 
sets  of  earphones  for  hard-of-hearing  pat- 
rons. Grand  opening  is  expected  for  the 
second  week  in  October. 


RCA- Alpine  Contract 

Kingwood,  W.  Va. — The  Alpine  Theatre 
circuit  has  signed  a service  contract  with 
RCA  Photophone  for  all  24  houses.  C.  A. 
Anderson,  circuit  manager,  negotiated  the 
contract  with  James  W.  Cocke,  RCA  dis- 
trict manager,  and  W.  C.  Jervis,  RCA 
sales  representative. 


Two  for  Marmet 

Marmet,  W.  Va. — Residents  of  this  Kan- 
awha county  town,  who  have  been  endeav- 
oring to  have  a theatre  erected  here  are 
to  get  their  wish,  and  it  seems  that  they’ll 
get  it  double,  with  announcement  of  two 
new  theatres  to  be  opened. 


Reopening  by  Thomas 

Zelienople,  Pa. — William  Thomas  is  re- 
opening the  Strand,  October  4,  the  house 
having  been  remodeled  and  re-equipped 
from  wall  to  wall. 


Karolcik  a Winner 

Perryopolis,  Pa.- — Michael  Karolcik, 
operator  of  the  Perry  Theatre,  who  trailed 
in  early  incompleted  election  returns,  was 
renominated  to  hold  his  seat  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  Fayette  county  com- 
missioners. 


To  Relight  Opera  House 

Canton,  Ohio — The  Grand  Opera 
House,  only  dark  theatre  here,  will  be 
relighted  October  6 when  the  Madge  Kin- 
sey Players,  repertoire  troupe,  opens  an 
indefinite  engagement. 


Buys  Ashtabula  Harbor 

Youngstown,  Ohio — Billy  Thomas,  for 
many  years  manager  of  the  Elks  Club 
here,  has  purchased  the  Harbor  Theatre 
in  Ashtabula  and  will  move  there  imme- 
diately. 
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Hotels  of  character  and  comfort 
with  a most  unusual  downtown 
location,-  right  in  the  heart  of  the  business, 
shopping  and  theatre  district,  yet  with 
beautiful  parkways  on  two  sides  which 
makes  for  coolness  and  quietude.  Parking 
and  garage  adjacent. 
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Morse's  Testimony  in  Anti-Trust 
Suit  Describes  Buying  Methods 


Boston — Charles  Morse,  general  man- 
ager of  the  so-called  Morse  and  Rothen- 
berg  circuit  which  has  19  theatres  active 
at  the  present  time,  took  the  stand  last 
week  as  a witness  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
which  those  interests  have  brought  against 
the  major  distributors. 

Morse,  who  submitted  all  week  to  direct 
examination  by  George  S.  Ryan,  attorney 
for  the  plaintiff  corporations  of  which 
Morse  is  an  officer  and  director,  has  been 
in  the  theatre  operation  game  for  ap- 
proximately 17  years.  His  first  theatre 
venture  was  when  he  acquired  a half  in- 
terest in  the  Adams  Theatre  in  the  fall  of 
1922.  Morse  told  Philip  Hendrick,  Mas- 
ter appointed  by  the  U.  S.  district  court, 
that  he  still  retains  an  interest  in  the 
Massachusetts  house. 

Ryan  turned  Morse’s  testimony  to  buy- 
ing, asking  the  circuit  executive  to  “de- 
scribe the  method  that  you  have  used  in 
the  buying  of  pictures.”  Inability  of  Morse 
and  Rothenberg  to  obtain  major  product 
in  certain  situations  is  one  of  the  main 
allegations  in  the  case. 

Went  to  Exchanges 

“I  would  usually,  sometime  in  July  and 
on  a few  occasions  possibly  in  August,  start 
in  to  visit  the  various  major  distributing 
companies  and  discuss  a deal  for  the 
houses  which  we  are  operating,”  Morse 
said. 

“That  is,”  put  in  the  Master,  “you  would 
take  it  upon  yourself  to  go  to  the  dis- 
tributors’ offices?” 

“Usually,  I would,”  Morse  said.  “Some- 
times, on  various  occasions,  salesmen 
might  come  to  my  office  before  I visited 
theirs.  But,  in  any  event,  I went  to  the 
exchanges  a number  of  times  during  the 
buying  season.  On  some  occasions  their 
salesmen  might  come  to  see  me  before  or 
after  I had  been  over  there.” 

“Was  there  any  practice  as  to  with 
whom  you  would  conclude  deals  with  the 


Induslrial  Upsurge 
Heartens  Showmen 

Boston — New  England  theatremen  were 
heartened  last  week  by  the  report  that 
Massachusetts  business  has  gained  25  per 
cent  in  the  past  year.  A survey  recently 
completed  by  the  Associated  Industries  of 
Massachusetts  revealed  this  fact.  The  gain 
for  August,  25  per  cent  ahead  of  that 
in  1938,  was  10  per  cent  better  than  July. 

The  trend  fits  in  with  the  recent  United 
States  census  report  which  disclosed  that 
the  Bay  State  made  the  largest  net  gain 
in  industrial  plants  of  all  industrial  states 
during  the  last  census  period,  gaining  303 
new  plants  while  the  country  as  a whole 
dropped  1,123. 

“There  is  every  indication  that  Massa- 
chusetts industries  are  facing  a period  of 


major  distributors,  as  to  whether  a sales- 
man or  a branch  or  a district  manager?” 
said  Ryan. 

“During  what  period  of  time?” 

“During  the  last  seven  or  eight  years?” 

“Recently,  in  the  last  three  or  four 
years  I have  negotiated  some  deals  with 
the  branch  manager  or  district  manager 
and  some  with  the  salesmen,  but  I would 
say  around  ’33,  ’34  and  ’35  practically  all 
the  circuit  deals  I made  were  with  the 
branch  managers,”  stated  Charles  Morse. 

“Since  1934  and  1935  with  what  com- 
panies have  you  usually  concluded  the 
deal  either  with  the  branch  manager  or 
the  district  manager?” 

“Mr.  Bailey,  of  20th  Century-Fox;  Mr. 
Kelly,  of  Universal;  Mr.  O’Toole  and  Mr. 
Rogovin,  of  Columbia,  and  Mr.  Kane,  A1 
Kane,  of  Paramount.  I believe  that  is  all 
. . . Sometimes  Mr.  Dervin,  of  United 
Artists.” 

“During  the  last  four  or  five  years  with 
whom  have  you  usually  concluded  your 
deal  with  Metro?” 

“With  Tom  Donaldson  and  Morrey 
Goldstein.” 

“What  positions  did  they  have?” 

“Tom  Donaldson,  who  is  now  in  the 
New  Haven  territory,  was  salesman  in 
this  district  and  had  our  circuit  of  thea- 
tres in  his  territory.” 

“How  about  Mr.  Goldstein?” 

“The  same.” 

“Now,  so  far  as  Warner  is  concerned, 
with  whom  did  you  usually  conclude  your 
deals  in  the  last  few  years?” 

“With  Jack  McGann,  and  after  his  de- 
mise, Ben  Abrams.” 

“Now,  with  RKO?” 

“Frank  Ross.” 

“What  position  did  Mr.  Ross  have  with 
RKO?” 

“He  is  a salesman  for  the  metropolitan 


increased  business  and  that  Massachusetts 
industrial  life  is  appreciably  growing,” 
William  M.  Rand,  president  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Industries,  said. 

“Business  volume  has  been  getting  stead- 
ily larger  for  some  time,  except  for  sea- 
sonal declines.  Because  of  the  European 
situation  many  of  our  manufacturing  con- 
cerns have  made  extensive  plans,  taut  are 
waiting  until  they  know  more  clearly  what 
is  going  to  happen  before  they  become 
committed  too  far. 

“Massachusetts’  industrial  facilities  have 
great  possibilities  for  expansion  because 
of  the  larger  numbers  of  available  skilled 
workers,  its  proximity  to  great  markets 
here  and  abroad,  its  excellent  transporta- 
tion facilities  and  its  moderate  production 
costs.  A recent  study  of  those  looking 
for  employment  in  Massachusetts  shows 
that  25.4  per  cent  of  all  applicants  were 
rated  as  highly  skilled  craftsmen,  and  that 
there  is  sufficient  number  available  to 
meet  almost  any  normal  demand  that  can 
be  foreseen,  in  nearly  every  classification.” 


Theatre  Weliare 
Considered 

Boston  — Reconstruction  work  on 
downtown  Washington  Street  was  so 
arranged  this  week  that  motion  picture 
houses  in  the  busy  theatrical  district 
would  not  be  disturbed.  Commissioner 
George  F.  Hyland,  fearing  that  pneu- 
matic drills  would  break  up  sound  pic- 
tures, ordered  that  the  implements  be 
used  only  when  the  theatres  were  dark. 
Workmen  with  drills  started  on  Wash- 
ington Street  at  West  Street  at  midnight 
Friday,  removing  the  asphalt  that 
covered  wooden  paving  blocks  and 
car  tracks. 


Boston  territory,  and  our  circuit  of  thea- 
tres was  included  in  his  territory.” 

“What  position  did  Jack  McGann  have 
with  Warner?” 

“Salesman.  He  was  head  salesman.” 

“What  position  did  Mr.  Abrams  have 
with  Warner?”  questioned  Ryan. 

“Salesman,”  replied  Morse. 

Morse  Buying  Procedure 

Edward  F.  McClennen,  attorney  for  the 
defendant  corporations,  interjected  at  this 
point,  “When  you  say  head  salesman,  you 
mean  for  the  territory  or  for  the  whole?” 

“I  believe  Mr.  McGann  was  the  head 
salesman  of  all  the  salesmen  of  Warner 
Brothers  when  he  was  alive,”  replied  the 
independent  exhibitor. 

“So  far  as  theatres  in  the  Connecticut 
territory  are  concerned,  who  did  you 
negotiate  with  for  major  distributors?” 
asked  Ryan. 

“Sometimes  the  manager  or  salesman 
came  to  our  office,  and  sometimes  I went 
to  New  Haven.” 

“And  what  branch  managers  in  the  New 
Haven  territory  have  come  to  your  office 
in  connection  with  negotiations  for  con- 
tracts?” 

“Eddie  Rough  of  Paramount.  Did  you 
say  managers?” 

“Yes,  with  managers,”  said  Ryan. 

“Ben  Simon  of  Fox;  Nat  Furst  of  War- 
ner-First National;  John  Pavone  of  War- 
ner-First National;  Harry  Rogovin  and 
Tim  O’Toole  of  Columbia;  Lou  Wechsler 
of  United  Artists;  Charlie  Stern  of  United 
Artists;  Horn — I forget  his  first  name — 
of  United  Artists,  and  Morris  Joseph  of 
Universal.” 

“During  the  last  four  or  five  years  have 
any  of  the  branch  or  district  managers  in 
Boston  called  at  your  office  in  connec- 
tion with  negotiations  for  contracts?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“Which  ones?” 

“William  Kelly  of  Universal;  Tim 
O’Toole  and  Harry  Rogovin  of  Columbia. 
That  is  all.” 

“Have  you  had  any  uniform  practice  in 
connection  with  the  booking  of  the  films 
of  the  major  distributors  for  which  you 
made  contracts  for  your  circuit?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“What  was  it?”  asked  Ryan. 

“I  would  receive  availability  notices 
from  the  major  distributors  and  either  take 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Charles  Morse  Talks 
On  Buying  Methods 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
the  pictures  according  to  the  availability 
notices,  either  by  ’phone,  written  form,  or 
at  their  offices  with  the  booker.” 

“Did  you  personally  make  telephone  calls 
in  connection  with  the  booking  of  the 
films,  to  the  major  distributors?” 

“Yes,  sir,”  said  Morse. 

"And  did  you  cause  notices  of  the  re- 
quests for  playdates  to  be  sent  out  to  the 
major  distributors?” 

"Yes,  sir.” 

“Now,  so  far  as  notices  of  availability 
are  concerned,  after  they  were  received 
was  it  your  practice  to  book  the  picture 
either  by  telephone  or  by  written  com- 
munication?” 

"Yes,  sir,  or  in  addition  by  a personal 
visit  to  the  film  company.” 

“And  after  you  made  your  booking  was 
anything  done  by  the  distributors  before 
the  picture  actually  was  delivered?” 

"We  received  confirmations  for  the  dis- 
tributors except  in  cases  when  the  print 
was  not  open,  or,  in  other  words,  the  com- 
panies stated  they  had  not  prints  available 
on  the  date  or  dates  that  we  selected.” 

"Was  there  any  particular  proportion  of 
times  when  you  found  after  making  your 
booking  request,  following  notice  of  avail- 
ability, that  the  print  was  not  open?  Could 
you  give  us  anything  in  percentage?”  asked 
Ryan. 

"That  I object  to.  To  be  of  any  conse- 
quence it  must  be  related  to  some  particu- 
lar time.  The  average  would  be  of  no  as- 
sistance whatever,”  interrupted  Mc- 
Clennen. 

The  Master  stated,  “I  can  think  of  other 
reasons  why  it  wouldn’t  be  of  any  help  to 
me.  There  might  be  a great  many  real 
reasons  why  it  wouldn’t  be  available  at 
the  time.” 

"I  will  withdraw  that  question,”  said 
Ryan.  He  asked,  "At  what  time  of  the 
year  did  your  buying  season  usually 
close?” 

“Well,  in  some  years  we  would  discuss 
deals  with  companies  possibly  as  late  as 
October.” 

Giveaways 

“In  connection  with  giveaways,  Mr. 
Morse,  have  any  of  your  houses  used  two- 
for-ones?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“How  many  of  them?  That  is.  during 
the  last  eight  or  nine  years?” 

“There  are  two  theatres  I have  in  mind 
at  the  present  time.” 

“What  theatres  are  those?” 

"One  was  the  Comique  Theatre  in  Lynn. 
Did  you  say  New  England  territory  or  any 
territory?”  said  Mr.  Morse. 

"I  intended  that  to  be  New  England.” 

“And  the  Uptown  Theatre,  West  Lynn.” 

“At  what  time  were  they  used  in  those 
theatres?” 

“Particularly  at  the  time  that  we  took 
over  the  operation  of  those  houses  the 
campaign  on  two-for-ones  was  started. 


George  French  Returns 

Boston — George  Fi'ench  returns  to  the- 
atre business  after  close  to  a year’s  ab- 
sence, as  manager  of  the  Keith  Albee  in 
Providence.  French  was  formerly  man- 
ager at  both  Keith’s  Memorial  and  the 
RKO  Boston  in  Boston  and  after  that 
was  with  Morse  and  Rothenberg. 

Connecticul  Allied 
To  Elecl  Officers 

New  Haven  — Allied  Theatres  of  Con- 
necticut will  vote  on  new  nominees  for 
offices  at  a luncheon  meeting  at  the 
Hofbrau  Haus  Restaurant,  12:30  p.  m., 
Tuesday.  Maurice  Shulman  will  preside. 

Nominated  at  the  last  regular  meeting 
were  Charles  Repass,  Martin  Keleher  and 
A.  M.  Schuman,  for  president;  Charles 
Repass,  Martin  Keleher,  A.  M.  Schuman 
and  Samuel  Hadelman,  for  vice-president; 
Jack  Schwartz  and  Leo  Schapiro,  for 
treasurer;  Lawrence  C.  Caplan,  executive 
secretary;  Maurice  Shulman  and  Dr.  J.  B. 
Fishman,  for  chairman  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors. 

Members  may  make  additional  nomina- 
tions from  the  floor. 


Allied  Eastern  Regional  in 
Philadelphia  Nov.  13 

Boston  — Frank  Lydon,  Allied  States 
Ass’n  eastern  regional  vice-president,  has 
set  November  13  as  the  date  for  the  next 
eastern  regional,  instead  of  in  October,  as 
previously  reported.  The  meeting  will  be 
held  in  Philadelphia. 


and  it  probably  lasted  for  three  or  four 
weeks.” 

“Have  you  found  out  whether  or  not  it 
is  usual  when  theatres  open  up  for  the 
management  to  give  out  two-for-ones  or  a 
large  number  of  passes?” 

"It  is  very  usual.” 

“During  the  last  seven  or  eight  years 
have  you  had  any  conversations  with  any 
representatives  of  major  distributors  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  giveaways  of  any  kind, 
at  any  of  your  theatres?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“With  what  men  have  you  had  the  con- 
versations?” 

"With  Mr.  O’Toole  of  Columbia,  with 
Mr.  Abrams  of  Warner  Brothers,  with  Mr. 
Kane  of  Paramount,  with  Mr.  Bailey  of 
Pox,  with  Mr.  Kelly  of  Universal,  with 
Mr.  Ross  of  RKO,  with  Mr.  Donaldson  and 
Mr.  Goldstein  of  Metro.  That  is  all.” 

“Now,  when  have  you  had  the  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  O’Toole?” 

“As  soon  as  we  started  to  have  any 
percentage  pictures  during  years  when  we 
were  using  premiums,  I asked  Mr.  O’Toole 
if  he — ” 

An  attorney  for  the  defendants  objected, 
“He  asked  for  the  time.” 

“Will  you  try  to  fix  the  time,  as  well  as 
you  can,  of  the  first  conversation,  Mr. 
Morse?”  asked  Mr.  Ryan. 

“From  1933,  ’32  or  ’33,  to  the  present 
date.” 

“How  many  such  conversations  have 


Warner  Sales  Policy 
Excites  But  Little 

New  Haven — 'While  independents  in  this 
territory  greeted  with  interest  word  of  the 
new  Warner  sales  policy  embodying  code 
highlights,  there  is  a general  reluctance 
about  going  into  cheers  until  actual  ex- 
perience is  had  in  operation.  The  cancella- 
tion clause  was  singled  out  as  perhaps  the 
most  significant  in  the  12-point  program. 

This,  generally,  is  an  extremely  skeptical 
lot  of  exhibitors.  While  unwilling  to  be 
quoted,  a fair  cross-sectional  opinion  of  in- 
dependents, runs  something  like  this: 

Other  distributors  have  promised  a “new 
deal,”  but  failed  to  match  performance 
with  promise.  There  are  claimed  to  be 
available  instances  where  the  divorce  of 
shorts  from  features  has  been  taken  care 
of  from  the  distributor’s  point  of  'view,  by 
a double  set  of  prices,  one  with  shorts  and 
one  without. 

On  cancellations,  it  appears  to  be  pretty 
much  the  same  story.  Exhibitors  main- 
tain that  where  a film  is  canceled  out, 
the  effort  is  always  to  replace  it  with  a 
film  from  a lower  price  bracket.  On  score 
charges,  the  insistence  Is  this  has  reduced 
itself  to  a matter  of  shifting  from  the  di- 
rect charge  to  increased  rentals  which  ab- 
sorb the  charge. 

The  "test  run”  plan  announced  by  Grad- 
weU  L.  Sears  is  generally  viewed  as  fair, 
but  it  is  pointed  out  this  is  hardly  new 
and  that  M-G-M  has  been  proceeding  un- 
der such  a policy  for  some  time. 


you  had  with  Mr.  O’Toole?” 

“One  a year.” 

“And  where  was  the  first  conversation 
in  1933  with  Mr.  O’Toole  in  regard  to  this 
subject?” 

“At  Columbia  Pictures  exchange.” 

“And  what  was  the  conversation?” 

The  defense  again  interrupted  with,  “He 
said  the  first  one  was  ’32.” 

“Or  ’33,  said  Morse. 

The  question  was  read  again. 

“I  asked  Mr.  O’Toole  that  he  make  us 
an  allowance  of  the  cost  of  the  premiums, 
to  be  deducted  from  the  gross  receipts  in 
the  event  that  we  played  a percentage  pic- 
ture on  days  where  we  used  premiums.” 

“■Was  there  anything  more  in  the  con- 
versation at  that  time?” 

“To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  only 
house  to  which  that  applied  at  that  par- 
ticular time — ” 

The  defense  asked,  “Is  this  part  of  the 
conversation?” 

“Just  the  conversation,  Mr.  Morse,”  said 
Ryan. 

Allowance  on  Percentage  Pix 

“Mr.  O’Toole  stated  that  there  were 
percentage  pictures  in  the  contract  in 
Portsmouth  and  that  he  would  make  me 
an  allowance  at  the  cost  of  the  premiums, 
to  be  deducted  from  the  gross  receipts  be- 
fore the  percentage  was  to  be  figured. 
That  was  the  conversation.” 

“At  that  time  was  there  any  other  thea- 
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tre  besides  Portsmouth  discussed?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“Now,  in  the  following  year  did  you 
have  another  conversation  with  him  in 
regard  to  giveaways  of  some  kind  at  one 
or  more  of  your  theatres?” 

“With  Columbia?” 

“With  Mr.  O’Toole,  yes.” 

“Yes,  sir,  the  following  year.” 

“What  conversation  did  you  have?” 

“I  said  to  Mr.  O’Toole,  ‘According  to  the 
deal  that  we  are  negotiating,  Portsmouth 
is  the  only  town  with  percentage  pictures, 
and  I assume  that  you  will  make  me  the 
same  allowance  on  the  percentage  pictures 
there  if  we  use  them  on  premium  days  as 
you  did  last  year.’  Mr.  O’Toole  said  he 
would.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
the  following  year  in  regard  to  giveaways 
of  some  kind?”  asked  Ryan. 

“Yes,  sir.  I had  practically  the  same  con- 
versation with  him.  May  I ask  what  year 
you  are  talking  about  now?” 

“This  is  the  third  year  of  these  conver- 
sations,” said  Ryan. 

“Well,  assuming  that  the  first  year 
would  be  ’33-’34,  I will  answer  that  as  to 
1935-’36.” 

“All  right,  what  conversation  did  you 
have  then?” 

“We  had  the  same  conversation,  and  he 
said  that  he  would  put  that  agreement 
into  the  contract,  as  he  had  the  previous 
contracts.” 

“Now,  in  1936,  did  you  have  a conversa- 
tion with  him  about  giveaways?” 

“Yes,  sir.” 

“And  what  was  that  conversation?” 

“I  asked  him  to  make  me  the  same  al- 
lowance in  Portsmouth  as  regards  per- 
centage pictures  and  premiums  as  he  made 
in  the  past,  and  he  agreed  to  do  so.” 

“And  how  about  a conversation  in 
1937?” 

“I  don’t  remember  in  1937-38  whether 
Mr.  Rogovin  or  Mr.  O’Toole  made  the  deal 
with  me.” 

“All  right.  In  1938,  did  you  have  any 
conversation  with  Mr.  O’Toole?” 

“No,  sir.  I believe  Mr.  Rogovin  made  the 
deal  that  year.” 

“Now,  you  mentioned  a conversation 
with  Mr.  Adams.  Could  you  tell  us  when 
you  had  your  first  conversation  with  him 
in  regard  to  giveaways?” 

“I  believe  that  it  was  during  the  1936-37 
season,  that  is,  the  negotiations  for  that 
season,  which  would  be  probably  in  the 
fall  of  1936.” 

“Where  was  the  conversation?” 

“At  the  Warner  Brothers  office.” 

“What  was  the  conversation?” 

“I  asked  Mr.  Abrams  if  he  would  make 
us  an  allowance  for  the  cost  of  premiums 
in  the  event  we  used  premiums  during  the 
days  we  exhibited  percentage  pictures?” 

“At  what  theatre?” 

“At  any  theatre.  He  replied  that  his 
company  would  not  approve  this  practice.” 

“Now,  did  you  have  a conversation  with 
Mr.  Abrams  in  ’37  in  regard  to  giveaways?” 

“Yes,  sir,  I had  the  same  conversation.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
in  ’38?” 

“Yes,  sir,  I had  the  same  conversation.” 

“Now,  when  was  the  first  conversation 
you  had  with  Mr.  Kane  of  Paramount  in 
(Continued  on  page  70) 


w H.  KIDDER  has  darkened  Memorial 
Hall  in  New  London,  N.  H.,  for  the 
winter  months. 

Emile  Dufault  is  managing  the  Green- 
dale  Theatre  which  Henry  Steinberg  re- 
cently opened  under  the  operating  shield 
of  Max  and  Joe  Levejison.  Dufault  was 
formerly  with  the  open-air  theatre  at 
Sturbridge. 

Joe  Mathieu  has  signed  with  Sam  Dav- 
idson for  a new  china  deal  at  the  Weldon 
Theatre  at  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

Mrs.  Sidney  Samuelson,  wife  of  the  Al- 
lied States  Ass’n  executive,  was  in  Boston 
last  week.  Their  son,  Wally  Samuelson, 
has  entered  Harvard  engineering  school. 
His  wife  is  with  him.  Young  Samuelson 
recently  graduated  from  Antioch  College. 

Lawrence  Tibbett  sent  a personal  check 
for  $1,000  to  help  home  a troupe  stranded 
here  as  a result  of  the  flopping  of  pop- 
ular-price Grand  Opera  at  the  Boston 
Opera  House. 

Marty  Glazer,  assistant  to  Paul  Levi  at 
the  Metropolitan,  was  out  last  week  with 
a cold  . . . Myer  Marcus  was  one  of  an 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  home  office  trio  bat- 
tling similar  afflictions.  The  other  two 
were  Marietta  Baer  and  Claire  Singer. 

George  Kraska,  operator  of  the  Fine 
Arts  'Theatre,  was  in  New  York  last  week 
. . . Harry  Segal,  distributor,  was  in  from 
New  York  for  the  holidays  . . . A1  Dan- 
son,  Paramount  advance  man,  has  been 
in  Boston  ahead  of  Jackie  Cooper’s  “What 
a Life.” 

Jack  Bellman  has  been  named  Republic 
manager  in  Buffalo.  He  was  formerly  east- 
ern division  manager  for  the  concern. 

Frances  Margolis,  assistant  to  the  film 
district  printer,  Hy  Teigh,  has  been  hon- 
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eymooning  in  the  midwest  following  a wed- 
ding eai'lier  this  month. 

Joseph  Longo,  local  publicity  man,  has 
had  one  of  those  colds  . . . William  Wool, 
national  advertising  manager  for  the  Metro 
Premium  Co.,  has  been  circumventing  haz- 
ards of  New  England’s  early  fall  weather 
via  the  Florida  route. 

Maurice  N.  Wolf,  Boston  Friars  Club 
president,  and  cohort  moved  the  film  fra- 
ternity headquarters  from  the  fourth  floor 
to  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Hotel  Statler 
last  week. 

Bob  King  of  Majestic  in  Conway,  N.  H., 
and  Alice  Melendy  are  now  one. 

William  McCourt,  acting  manager  of  the 
Keith  Albee  in  Providence,  tied  in  with  the 
hurricane  theme  of  “When  Tomorrow 
Comes”  by  inviting  some  of  the  relief 
workers  of  last  year’s  hurricane  to  be  his 
guest  at  the  initial  screening  of  the  film. 

Richard  McKay,  former  assistant  to 
Paramount  and  Fenway  publicity  manager. 
Jack  Saef,  is  now  in  Hollywood. 

Edward  Cuddy,  M&P  division  manager, 
has  had  the  Bayside  in  Hull  darkened  . . . 
The  circuit  continues  to  keep  the  Liberty 
in  Dorchester  shuttered. 

Frederick  Rush,  formerly  with  RKO 
here  and  later  with  the  Graphic  Theatre 
circuit,  has  been  promoted  to  the  position 
of  assistant  manager  of  the  Hillstreet  The- 
atre, RKO  house  in  Los  Angeles. 

Olive  Cadorett  of  the  Strand  in  Berlin, 
N.  H.,  is  now  Mrs.  L.  R.  Duchesne. 

Gene  Keenan,  local  Republic  publicist, 
has  made  a tiein  with  the  manager  of  the 
Treadmor  Shoes.  June  Storey,  Gene  Autry 

(Contitnued  on  page  72) 


E.  M.  LOEW  AH.  NATHAN  YAMINS 
2600  IDEAL  SEATS 


BOUGHT 


NOW 

CAPIJQLIZE 

NOW 


LAST  WEEK 


Prices  in  most  lines  of  materials  are 
advancing.  Costs  of  metals,  seats, 
carpets,  draperies,  electrical  equip- 
ment. etc.,  are  increasing.  Save 
money  by  investing  now  in  those 
necessary  renovations. 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


N£IF  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FORi 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • ' BOSTON.  MA5SL 


BOXOFFICE  ; : September  30,  1939 


67 


Educator  Puts  Censorial 
Onus  on  Women  s Group 


Boston — The  National  Society  of  New 
England  Women  was  listed  in  a motion 
picture  censorship  report  made  by  Dr. 
Russell  Potter,  as  a group  having  a hand 
in  hamstringing  free  expression  by  films. 

The  director  of  Columbia  University  di- 
vision of  motion  picture  study  advocated 
a free  screen,  saying,  "The  brains,  the 
talent,  and  ability,  the  technical  resources 
for  giving  us  motion  pictures  that  would 
challenge  the  mind  and  stir  the  emotions 
of  adult  audiences  are  in  Hollywood,  but 
they  are  used  to  cut  out  paper  dolls  and 
make  sacharrine  celluloid  stews.  The 
Hollywood  setup  may  be  blamed  for  some 
of  this  but  not  all.  Hollywood  has  a sense 
of  jitters.” 

He  added  that  a definite  campaign  is 
underway  for  the  freeing  of  the  films  for 
the  abolition  of  political  censorship. 


Thirty  Pictures  Through 
Uncut  in  Massachusetts 

Boston  — Thirty  motion  pictures  were 
passed  without  a cut  in  the  approved  list 
released  last  week  by  the  Massachusetts 
bureau  of  Sunday  censorship.  Included 
among  the  features  were  M-G-M’s  “Thun- 
der Afloat,”  Universal’s  “The  Witness  Van- 
ishes,” RKO’s  "Everything’s  on  Ice,”  and 
Paramount’s  “Honeymoon  in  Bali.” 

Only  12  out  of  22  vaudeville  acts  cen- 
sored during  the  same  period  were  ac- 
corded clean  bills  of  health.  Three  rou- 
tines were  refused  Sunday  licenses,  while 
seven  others  were  ordered  to  make  drastic 
eliminations. 


Theatres  Cooperate  in 
Fire  Prevention  Week 

New  Haven — At  a meeting  with  Fire 
Marshal  Paul  Heinz,  theatres  here  pledged 
their  support  and  arranged  to  show  spe- 
cial trailers  during  Fire  Prevention  Week, 
October  8 to  14.  Theatres  cooperating 
in  the  move  are  the  Loew-Poli,  College, 
Loew-Bijou,  Roger  Sherman,  Paramount, 
Dixwell  Playhouse,  Lawrence,  Howard, 
White  Way,  Park,  Whalley,  Strand  and 
the  Pequot. 

Fred  Stone  Will  Manage 
Loew  Portland  House 

Boston — E.  M.  Loew  plans  to  open  the 
Casco  Theatre  in  Portland,  Me.,  shortly. 
Fred  Stone  will  manage  the  newest  link  of 
the  independent  theatre  chain.  Loew’s 
proposed  new  house  in  Worcester  will 
probably  be  ready  for  op>ening  in  about 
eight  months,  it  is  believed  at  circuit  head- 
quarters. 


Hull  Strand  Burns 

Boston — The  Strand  Theatre  in  Hull 
was  wrecked  last  week  Fi’iday  by  a fire 
that  caused  some  $18,000  damage.  The 
house  has  been  closed  for  the  past  few 
years. 


"Recess  Time"  Again 
Offered  by  Botwick 

Boston — Harry  Botwick,  manager  of  the 
State  Theatre  in  Portland,  today  recom- 
mended “Recess  Time”  at  the  M&P  Thea- 
tress  Corp.  house  for  a scheduled  consec- 
utive 35  weeks.  Although  Botwick  has 
added  a few  new  wrinkles  to  the  program, 
it  is  essentially  the  same  proved  promo- 
tion that  was  developed  last  year. 

“The  program  is  a combination  radio 
program,  kiddie  show  program,  and  ad- 
vertising program,”  Botwick  explains.  “It 
definitely,  however,  comes  under  the  head- 
ing of  a kiddie  show  since  it  was  promot- 
ed and  devised  to  please  the  children.  It 
developed,  however,  into  an  excellent  ad- 
vertising medium  that  pays  for  itself, 
builds  up  goodwill  for  the  theatre,  and 
means  good  business  for  the  theatre  every 
Saturday  morning. 

“The  regular  screen  program  at  the 
State  started  at  11:00  every  Saturday 
morning,”  Botwick  said,  explaining  last 
year’s  set  up.  “The  radio  station  <WCSH) 
was  sold  an  idea  to  put  on  a 30-minute 
sustaining  program  every  Saturday  morn- 
ing from  10:30  to  11:00;  this  program  to 
be  a combination  Vox  Pop  and  musical 
program,  conducted  for  children  only.  In 
other  words,  only  children  under  16  years 
of  age  can  take  part  in  the  program. 

Regular  Adiirission  Charge 

“Regular  admission  is  charged  every 
one;  the  idea  being  that  children  or  adults 
can  pay  their  regular  admission  price; 
come  into  the  show  early  at  10:00  when 
the  doors  open;  see,  hear  and  perhaps 
take  part  in  ‘Recess  Time’  and  then  sit 
through  and  see  the  regular  screen  show 
...  all  for  the  regular  price  of  admis- 
sion. 

“You  will  be  surprised  at  the  number 
of  people  who  would  like  to  see  how  a 
radio  program  is  put  on.  Children  hear 
such  programs  on  the  air  as  Vox  Pop,  In- 
formation Please,  Sidewalk  Broadcasts, 
Major  Bowes  Program,  etc.,  and  this  cre- 
ates desire  to  participate  in  a program 
of  this  sort. 

“During  the  program,  it  is  announced 
that  only  children,  of  course,  can  take 
part.  Every  week,  at  least  12  children  are 
brought  up  on  the  stage  and  allowed 
to  take  part  in  some  sort  of  contest. 

The  following  is  how  the  State  Theatre 
program  is  arranged.  This  is  a fairly  defi- 
nite setup,  subject,  of  course,  to  variations 
each  week; 

Theme  Song — School  Days — Com- 
munity Sing 

Opening  Announcement 

Community  Sing — two  songs 

Contest  (start) 

Break  in  contest  to  introduce  guest 
performers,  usually  some  child  who 
sings  or  plays  an  instrument;  aver- 
age 13  or  14;  sometimes  7 or  8. 

Finish  Contest  but  'Withhold  Names 
of  Winners. 

Request  Time;  Play  numbers  that 
have  been  requested  by  children  list- 
ening in.  Announce  names  of  chil- 


Bridgeport's  Loew-Poli 
Marks  17th  Birthday 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — The  Loew-Poli  The- 
atre is  celebrating  its  17th  birthday  and 
has  a huge  anniversary  cake  in  the  lobby 
made  to  resem’ole  the  exterior  of  the  thea- 
tre. The  cake  was  presented  to  Manager 
Matt  L.  Saunders  by  a local  bakery. 

The  theatre  was  opened  in  September 
of  1922  with  Mae  Murray,  Adolph  Zukor, 
Robert  Z.  Leonard,  Sidney  Kent  and  40 
other  motion  picture  biggies  present. 
Guests  were  entertained  at  a cost  of 
$6,000,  which  included  taxi  fares  from 
this  city  to  Broadway  and  back.  The  cab 
bill  alone  was  more  than  $400  and  when 
Sylvester  Z.  Poll  asked  Saunders  why,  the 
answer  was,  “That’s  Hollywood.” 

Projection  Regulations 
Tightened  in  Maine 

Boston  — Projection  regulations  for 
Maine  have  been  tightened.  Portable  ma- 
chines will  be  practically  outlawed  by  an 
order  that  projectors  be  permanently 
fixed  in  booths.  By  another  law  soon  to 
go  actively  into  effect,  all  operators  ‘will 
be  required  to  pass  state  examinations 
and  hold  state  licenses.  It  is  understood 
that  the  rules  and  regulations  on  this 
score  will  be  patterned  after  those  of 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  New 
York. 

Kraska  Shortens  Several 
Features  for  Fine  Arts 

Boston — George  Kraska,  Fine  Arts  The- 
atre operator  and  foreign  film  distributor, 
is  shortening  several  of  his  features  whose 
national  distribution  is  handled  through 
World  Pictures  in  New  York.  Kraska  has 
cut  “Ski  Chase”  from  eight  reels  to  three 
and  has  reedited  the  vehicle  and  dubbed 
in  English  dialogue.  The  six-reel  “Monas- 
tery,” in  which  Fr.  Michael  J.  Ahern  does 
the  background,  has  reappeared  as  a three- 
reeler. 

Game  Conviction  Appeal 
To  High  Court  Oct.  2 

Boston — Arguments  that  the  conviction 
of  Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  defendant  in  a 
Bank  Night  test  case,  should  be  set  aside, 
are  to  be  heard  October  2 before  the  Mas- 
sachusetts supreme  court.  The  case  di- 
rectly involved  operation  of  the  boxoffice 
bolster  at  the  Key  Theatre  in  Middleboro, 
operated  by  Bank  Night  assignee,  Roy  E. 
Heffner. 


dren  and  requests. 

Announce  Winners  of  Contest  and 
prizes. 

Closing  Announcement. 

“The  contests  include  any  one  of  the 
following,”  Botwick  explained,  “song  guess- 
ing contest,  questions  and  answers  in 
which  we  might  ask  the  capitals  of  states, 
names  of  important  rivers,  etc.;  names  of 
nursery  fame,  which  we  describe  to  the 
children  and  ask  them  to  name.  Names 
in  comic  pages,  public  life,  sport  figures, 
etc.  Spelling  Bees,  etc.” 
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pOURTH  of  the  fall’s  openings  is  Lee 
Malcarni’s  475-seat  Deep  River  Thea- 
tre, operated  as  Pratt’s  for  many  years 
and  acquired  by  the  Essex  and  Clinton 
operator  this  summer.  National  Theatre 
Supply  installed  booth  equipment,  sound, 
carpet,  and  decorations.  Irwin  seats  were 
used. 

Reports  filtering  back  to  the  Street  en- 
thuse on  the  unusual  marquee,  blue  and 
ivory  glass  front,  exceptionally  spacious 
lobby,  and  red  and  gold  interior  of  the 
700-seat  State  Theatre,  Jewett  City,  re- 
cently completed  and  opened  by  Torans 
Amusement  Corp.,  with  John  Barnett  as 
manager.  It’s  an  ill  wind  that  blows  no 
good,  considering  the  pre-hurricane  Finn’s, 
which  the  State  replaces. 

A1  Pickus  sent  5,000  questionnaires  to 
residents  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  496- 
seat  Pairmount  which  he  renovated  and 
opened  last  week.  Patrons  are  overwhelm- 
ingly in  favor  of  duals.  Pickus  was  forced 
to  cede  the  point  . . . Robert  Schwartz  op- 
ened his  new  brick  and  white  colonial  700- 
seater,  the  Park  Playhouse,  Thomaston, 
with  “Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 

Coming  along,  are  the  new  Windsor- 
Plaza,  the  renovating  Windsor  and  the 
Groton  Theatre  . . . Natale  DiFrancesco 
is  proceeding  with  a 350-seater  in  Che- 
shire after  selling  the  Annex  to  Fairmont 
Amusement  . . . The  Bailey  interests  have 
the  walls  up  for  a 900-seat  brick  house  in 
Whitneyville  . . . Michael  Daly  is  reseat- 
ing his  recently -acquired  671-seat  Lily, 
Plainfield,  under  contract  with  American 
Seating.  Jack  Kearns  is  doing  the  elec- 
trical work  and  decoration. 

Milford  Drive-In  Theatre  Corp.  has  tak- 
en an  appeal  from  the  permanent  in- 
junction rendered  against  it  in  the  public 
nuisance  suit  brought  by  12  Milford  resi- 
dents, and  has  obtained  stay  of  execution 
for  the  term  of  the  appeal.  Present  plans 
are  to  continue  through  November  . . . 
Salvatore  Adorno  has  issued  a writ  of 
mandamus  against  the  Middletown  build- 
ing commissioner  in  an  effort  to  compel 
him  to  grant  a permit  to  operate  his  air- 
drome theatre,  ready  and  waiting  for  sev- 
eral months  now. 

With  the  return  of  the  Winchester  to 
full  operation,  all  Fishman  houses  are  now 
on  regular  schedule  . . . Warner  reopened 
the  Tremont,  Ansonia,  on  a three-a-week 
basis  . . . Warner  admissions  at  the  Strand, 
Manchester,  and  Cameo,  Bristol,  have  gone 
up  from  35  to  40  cents  ...  All  Warner 
neighborhoods  in  Hartford  have  also  up- 
ped five  cents  to  a 30-cent  top  . . . Colo- 
nial, Hartford,  tried  for  two  weeks  as  a 
first-run,  day-and-date  with  the  Strand, 
with  a reserved-seat  policy,  has  reverted 
to  second  run  status  with  lower  admis- 
sions. 

The  Lyric,  Loew  Bridgeport  house, 
dark  for  the  summer,  reopened  with  a 
holdover  of  “The  Women.”  For  the  pres- 
ent, the  theatre’s  policy  will  be  weekend 
holdovers  from  the  Poll  and  Majestic.  Matt 
Saimders  will  supervise,  with  A1  Domian 
as  manager  . . . Rumor  that  the  Palace, 


Hartford,  will  house  a roadshow  company 
presenting  “The  Women,”  is  denied  by 
Harry  Shaw  . . . 'The  Metro  office  ranked 
sixth  in  the  national  drive  and  the  staff 
rates  a “Victory  Dinner”  at  whichever 
niterie  it  decides  on  . . . RKO  office  was 
feeling  fine  as  its  prize  money  in  the 
George  J.  Schaefer  Drive  arrived. 

Tim  O’Toole,  Columbia  manager,  re- 
turned from  a business  trip  to  New  York 
and  Boston  . . . Tom  Donaldson,  Metro 
manager,  also  off  on  business  in  New  York 
. . . Edward  Morey,  Republic  district  man- 
ager, was  a Meadow  Street  caller  . . . 
Also,  Phil  Furst  of  Reliable  Seating,  and 
Irving  Margolies  of  Leathercraft  Corp. 
. . . His  Honor  Arthur  J.  Smith,  mayor 
of  Newton,  in  town  on  Edmond  Town 
Hall  film  business  . . . Reports  Grace 
Moore  is  back  from  her  European  concert 
tour  and  installed  in  her  Newton  home. 

Bingo  playing  has  been  legalized  by  the 
Hamden  selectmen  on  petition  of  the 
Whitney  Volunteer  Fire  Asss’n.  Bridgeport 
Post  amusement  page  on  Thursdays  is  at 
least  one-quarter  filled  with  Bingo  ads 
offering  20  to  25  games  for  25  cents  . . . 
Joseph  Calechman,  assistant  manager  at 
the  Howard,  is  engaged  to  Sally  Eskin  of 
New  Haven.  They  will  marry  soon.  Con- 
gratulations! . . . Mickey  Daly  is  attract- 
ing attention  on  the  street  with  his  new 
1940  Packard  touring  car  . . . N.  C.  Wris- 
ley  has  a stunning  1940  black  Hudson 
sedan  . . . When  the  Winchester  reopened, 
Ida  Calechman  was  installed  as  the  new 
cashier. 

Younger  generation:  Florence  Fishman, 
daughter  of  Harry  Fishman  of  the  Com- 
munity, Fairfield,  has  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Connecticut  . . . Richard  Schaef- 
er, son  of  Lou  Schaefer,  Paramount  The- 
atre manager,  returns  to  Holy  Cross  as  a 
sophomore  . . . Charles  Tomasino,  son  of 
Michael  Tomasino  of  the  Victory  and 
White  Way,  is  recuperating  at  home  after 
a just-in-time  appendectomy,  and  is  not 
thinking  of  returning  to  law  school  for  the 
present  . . . John  Perakos,  son  of  Peter 
Perakos,  New  Britain,  Thompsonville  and 
Jewett  City  exhibitor,  goes  back  to  finish 
up  at  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance  . . . 
Howard  Johnson,  son  of  Adolph  Johnson 
of  the  Strand,  Hamden,  starts  his  sopho- 


Films  as  Antidotes 


Boston — “Two  Old  Movies  As  Argu- 
ments for  Peace”  were  recommended  last 
week  on  the  editorial  page  of  the  Boston 
Herald.  “Everybody  likes  to  tell  how  to 
run  the  country,  so  here’s  my  suggestion,” 
the  piece  started. 

“Let  the  present  administration,  through 
their  Hollywood  contacts,  have  the  pro- 
ducers revive  the  two  old  pictures,  ‘The 
Big  Parade,’  and  ‘What  Price  Glory.’ 

“Let  the  chief  executive  in  one  of  his 
fireside  chats  recommend  that  everybody 
see  these  pictures  again. 

“The  result,  I believe,  would  be  that 
public  opinion  would  never  permit  this 
country  to  enter  a war  except  on  our  own 
territory  in  defense  of  our  own  country.” 


more  year  at  Yale;  while  Bob  Johnson 
returns  to  finish  Ohio  State  in  December. 
Both  boys  have  gained  swimming  laurels 
and  Bob  will  coach  freshman  swimming 
at  the  university. 

The  newsreel  shot  of  Governor  Bald- 
win greeting  Harry  Shaw,  division  mana- 
ger, and  Jack  Simon  and  Lou  Cohen,  Loew 
Hartford  managers,  in  his  office  on  the 
arrival  of  the  New  Movie  Season  Caval- 
cade in  the  Capitol  City,  was  played  in 
all  Loew-Poli  “A”  houses  and  received 
a big  hand.  Newsreel  of  the  beginning  of 
the  ballyhoo  in  Boston  was  shown  this 
week.  When  seven  floats  entered  the 
World’s  Fair  grounds  with  the  regular 
Crosley  cars  which  made  up  the  Loew 
caravan,  precedent  of  not  allowing  film 
advertisement  of  this  type  on  the  grounds 
was  shattered.  Loew-Poli  managers  have 
glowing  congratulatory  letters  from  J.  R. 
Vogel,  announcing  a similar  caravan  idea 
will  be  used  in  New  York  in  view  of  the 
New  England  success. 

The  endless  entanglements  of  the  es- 
tate of  the  late  S.  Z Poli  continue  loith 
a $75,000  action  on  the  part  of  Orlando 
Pelliccia,  relative  and  former  employe  of 
the  late  operator.  Pelliccia  claims  he  was 
employed  for  38  years  in  various  ca- 
pacities in  connection  with  theatre  opera- 
tion and  Poli  had  agreed  to  provide  $50,- 
000  for  him  in  his  will.  The  will  made  no 
such  provision. 

Traveling  exhibit  on  display  at  the  Pub- 
lic Library  composed  of  100  photos  trac- 
ing relationship  of  books  and  films  and 
outlining  crafts,  trades  and  professions 
called  on  to  make  important  literary 
works  such  as  “Westward  Passage,  “Gone 
With  the  Wind”  and  “The  Women.” 

Accounting  portion  of  the  Warner  The- 
atre department  nears  completion  in  the 
feverish  renovation  activities  which  will 
wind  up  in  the  most  de  luxe  offices  in 
these  parts.  James  Bracken’s  latest 
splurge  adds  modernistic  furniture  and 
Venetian  blinds. 

Reaction  to  the  first  Arena  vaudeville 
show  seems  to  have  been  less  than  en- 
thusiastic, but  the  Guy  Lombardo  head- 
line program  went  over  with  a bang.  Russ 
Morgan  and  other  swingsters  continue 
Sunday  nights,  as  well  as  regular  vaude- 
villians,  to  round  out  an  hour  and  a half. 
Cab  Calloway  hi-de-hoed  at  the  State, 
Hartford,  for  four  days,  with  first  run 
“S.O.S  Tidal  Wave”  on  the  screen.  Fi- 
nals of  the  Bijou,  New  Haven,  jitterbug 
contests  will  be  held  on  the  Loew-Poli 
stage,  with  a 10 -piece  local  band  to  ac- 
company and  Harry  Shaw  emceeing.  The 
larger  house  was  chosen  to  take  care  of 
the  crowds  which  the  event  has  drawn. 

One-night  jitterbug  contests  are  bemg 
planned  at  all  Loew-Poli  “A”  houses  as 
a special  feature  with  “Dancing  Co-Ed,” 
Artie  Shaw  vehicle.  Bob  Russell  plans  to 
inveigle  the  Yale  boys  into  competing. 
Bill  Elder,  manager,  and  Nestor  Auth, 
assistant,  of  the  Bijou  Theatre,  have  been 
inducted  into  the  honorary  Dollar  Club 
for  their  successful  handling  of  the  jit- 

( Continued  on  page  72) 
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Morse  Testifies  in 
Anti-Trust  Suit 

(Continued  from  page  67) 
regard  to  giveaways  at  theatres?” 

“I  believe  that  was  the  1937-38  season; 
it  might  have  been  the  ’36-’37  season,  I am 
not  sure.” 

“Well,  now,  to  come  back  and  get  to  the 
first  conversation  with  Mr.  Abrams,  when 
he  said  that  he  would  not  approve  of  the 
practice,  was  anything  else  said  as  to  what 
that  practice  was?” 

“Well,  the  word  ‘practice’  was  not  used. 
I really  should  have  said  his  company 
would  not  approve  my  request.” 

“For  the  deduction?” 

“For  the  deduction  from  the  gross  re- 
ceipts for  the  cost  of  the  premium.” 

“Now,  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Kane 
of  Paramount  in  1937  took  place  where?” 

“At  the  Paramount  Film  exchange,”  said 
Morse. 

“What  was  the  conversation?” 

A1  Kane  Agrees,  Allegedly 

“I  asked  Mr.  Kane  if  his  company  would 
allow  us  to  deduct  the  cost  of  premiums  if 
we  used  premiums  during  the  exhibition 
of  percentage  pictures  in  any  one  of  our 
houses.  He  said  that  he  would,  and  that 
his  company  would  agree  to  do  this.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
in  1938?” 

“Yes,  sir,  I had  the  same  conversation, 
and  he  agreed  that  year.” 

“When  did  you  first  have  a conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Bailey  in  regard  to  it?” 

“I  believe  it  was  during  the  1934-35 
season.” 

“And  where  did  that  take  place?” 

“At  the  Fox  Film  Exchange,”  Morse  said. 

“What  was  the  conversation?” 

“I  asked  Mr.  BaUey  if  he  would  allow 
us  to  deduct  the  cost  of  premiums  from 
the  gross  receipts  for  percentage  pictures, 
before  the  gross  would  be  figured  . . . be- 
fore gross  receipts  would  be  computed  in 
the  event  that  we  used  premiums  on  days 
that  percentage  pictures  were  exhibited. 
He  said  that  he  could  not  do  that.” 

“And  did  you  have  a conversation  on 
that  subject  with  Mr.  Bailey  in  ’35?” 

“Yes,  sir.  I asked  the  same  question  of 
Mr.  Bailey  in  ’35,  and  he  said  he  was  not 
willing  to  make  that  agreement.” 

“Did  you  have  any  conversation  on  that 
subject  with  him  in  ’36?” 

“Yes,  sir.  I had  the  same  discussion.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
in  ’37?” 

"Yes,  sir,  I had  the  same  discussion.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
in  ’38?” 

“Yes,  sir,  to  the  same  effect.” 

“Now,  as  to  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Universal,  when 
did  you  first  have  a conversation  with  him 
on  the  subject  of  giveaways  at  your 
houses?” 

“I  believe  with  Mr.  Kelly  the  first  con- 
versation was  during  the  year  of  ’37-’38.” 


“Where  did  the  conversation  take 
place?” 

“At  the  Universal  Film  Exchange?” 

“What  was  the  conversation?” 

“Before  I go  on  with  the  conversation,  I 
am  not  sure — I would  have  to  refresh  my 
recollection  before  I could  give  you  the 
first  year.  I could  find  that  out,  but  I 
would  just  guess,  now,  if  I mentioned  any 
year,  that  the  first  time  that  was  discussed 
— there  is  no  way  of  my  knowing  from  my 
mem_ory  at  this  time.  It  might  have  been 
during  the  ’36-’37  season.  I know  there 
was  one  year  we  didn’t  use  Universal.  I 
do  not  recall  at  the  present  time  what 
year  that  was.” 

“Do  you  recall  whether  or  not  there  was 
any  conversation  on  that  subject  during 
the  year  1937?” 

“No,  I have  no  way  of  definitely  re- 
calling.” 

“Now,  as  to  Mr.  Ross,  when  did  you  first 
have  a conversation  with  him?” 

“During  ’37-’38.” 

“Where  did  it  take  place?”  asked  the  at- 
torney for  the  plaintiffs. 

Warner,  Fox,  RKO  Dissented 

“At  RKO  offices,”  replied  Morse. 

“What  was  the  conversation?” 

“I  asked  Mr.  Ross  as  regards  any  houses 
where  we  have  percentage  pictures,  if  his 
company  would  allow  us  to  deduct  the  cost 
of  the  premiums  for  the  gross  receipts  in 
the  event  we  used  the  premiums  on  the 
same  days  we  had  percentage  pictures, 
and  he  said  that  he  would  allow  me  in, 
and  afterwards  he  said  that  RKO  would 
not  agree  to  do  this.” 

“Did  you  have  any  conversation  with 
him  in  ’38?” 

“Yes,  I had  the  same  conversation.” 

“As  to  Mr.  Donaldson  of  Metro,  when 
did  you  first  have  conversation  with  him 
on  that  subject?” 

“As  I remember,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, it  was  ’34-’35  or  ’35-’36.” 

“Where  did  the  conversation  take 
place?” 

“At  the  Metro  offices.” 

“What  was  the  conversation?” 

“I  believe  that  it  was  around  1935-36 
selling  season.  I asked  Mr.  Donaldson  if 
his  company  would  make  us  an  allowance 
for  the  cost  of  premiums  if  we  used  prem- 
iums when  his  percentage  pictures  would 
be  exhibited,  and  he  said  he  would  let  me 


Too  Realistic 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — Here  is  the  case  of 
a lobby  display  that  looked  so  real  the 
theatre  manager  decided  he’d  better  slip 
in  a sign  before  the  public  gained  the 
wrong  impression. 

Harry  Rose  in  his  campaign  for  the 
double  horror  show  at  the  Globe,  “The 
Return  of  the  Frog”  and  “The  Demon 
Barber  of  Fleet  Street,”  erected  a com- 
plete one-chair  barber  shop  in  his  lobby. 
Even  an  apron -covered  dummy  was  placed 
in  the  chair.  It  looked  like  the  real  thing 
from  the  street.  In  fact  it  looked  so  real 
that  Harry  became  so  worried  the  public 
would  think  he  was  offering  two  features 
and  a haircut  all  for  a quarter  that  he 
got  a big  “Demon  Barber”  sign  printed 
and  placed  it  above  the  chair. 


Millett  and  LePage  Due 
To  Offer  Depositions 

Boston  — Major  distributors  were  to 
have  taken  the  depositions  this  week  of 
C.  F.  Millett  and  Frank  LePage.  The  two 
Maine  theatremen,  operating  respectively 
in  Bridgeton  and  Millinocket,  each  have 
brought  a $100,000  anti-trust  suit  against 
major  distributors  and  the  Graphic  The- 
atre circuit.  George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for 
both,  planned  to  be  in  Bangor  early  this 
week,  and  later  in  Portland,  to  represent 
LePage  and  Millett  in  that  order. 


know.  Then  the  next  time  I spoke  to  him 
regarding  this  matter  he  said  that  his 
company  would  allow  us  to  deduct  the  cost 
of  the  premiums  from  the  gross  receipt 
when  we  used  premiums  on  the  same  day 
we  exhibited  percentage  pictures.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
the  following  year?” 

“Yes,  sir,  I had  the  same  conversation 
with  him,  and  he  agreed  also  that  year.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
the  following  year?” 

“Is  that  ’37-’38?” 

“It  would  be  either  ’37  or  ’38.” 

“Assuming  the  first  year  was  ’35-’36,  I 
would  say  as  regards  ’37-’38  that  I be- 
lieve Mr.  Goldstein  handled  my  account 
that  year.” 

“Did  you  have  a conversation  with  him 
on  that  subject?” 

“Yes,  sir.  I had  the  same  conversation 
that  I had  with  Mr.  Donaldson,  and  he 
said  Metro  would  agree  as  they  had 
previously.” 

“Other  than  these  conversations  you 
have  given  us,  Mr.  Morse,  have  there  been 
any  conversations  with  any  representatives 
of  major  distributors  during  the  last  eight 
or  nine  years  in  regard  to  premiums  or 
giveaways  at  any  of  your  theatres  in  New 
England?” 

“Outside  of  Nashua  and  Portsmouth 
there  have  been  none  whatever,”  stated 
Morse. 

Master  Hendrick  summarized  that  Co- 
lumbia, Paramount,  and  Metro  permitted 
the  deduction  from  gross  receipts  of  the 
cost  of  the  premiums.  Also,  that  War- 
ner and  Fox  and  RKO  did  not,  and  stated 
that  it  was  not  clear  to  him  how  Universal 
was  left  in  the  testimony. 

“With  Universal,”  Morse  said,  “I  believe 
there  was  only  one  situation,  as  I recall 
it,  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  that 
we  have  had  any  percentage  pictures  at 
all,  and  that  situation  was  in  Adams, 
Mass.,  and  there  were  no  deductions  al- 
lowed us.  They  would  not  allow  us  to 
make  any  deductions  from  percentage  pic- 
tures in  that  town.  In  the  other  towns,  as 
I recall,  there  were  no  percentage  pictures 
sold  us  from  Universal.” 

“The  question  did  not  arise  in  those 
other  towns?”  asked  Hendrick. 

“No,  sir,”  answered  the  witness. 

“Did  you  have  any  conversation  with 
anyone  representing  United  Artists  on  that 
subject?”  asked  George  S.  Ryan. 

“I  don’t  believe  we  had  any  percentage 
pictures  from  United  Artists,”  said  Charles 
Morse. 
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PORTILAWD 

^HE  CASCO,  a subsequent  run,  is  being 

remodeled  and  will  be  reopened  the  lat- 
ter part  of  November,  according  to  Fred 
C.  Stone,  manager  of  the  Portland  The- 
atre and  supervising  manager  of  the 
Casco.  The  theatre,  to  be  reopened  under 
a new  name,  will  be  managed  by  Martin 
Goldfarb. 

Horse  racing  is  still  going  strong 
throughout  Maine.  At  Cumberland,  a 
large  crowd  at  the  Farmers’  Club  Fair 
wagered  $34,236  in  the  mutuels,  sending 
the  week’s  aggregate  to  $130,593,  highest 
point  ever  reached  since  pari-mutuel  bet- 
ting became  legal  in  the  state. 

To  bolster  interest  in  “U-Boat  29”  for 
its  opening  at  the  Strand,  Manager  Leo 
K.  Young  invited  Lieut.-Comm.  Oliver  Na- 
quin of  the  ill-fated  Squalus,  Mrs.  Na- 
quin, their  friends  and  members  of  the 
Squalus’  crew  to  be  guests  of  the  house 
at  the  screening. 

With  this  picture,  the  Strand  reverts 
temporarily  to  Thursday  openings,  Sun- 
day attendance  having  been  helped  so 
that  a new  show  on  that  day  no  longer 
is  necessary.  The  Empire  continues  to 
open  on  Mondays,  the  State  on  Fridays. 

Miss  Helen  Meinardi  of  New  York,  Hol- 
lywood scenarist,  is  the  guest  of  Miss  Jane 
E.  Charlton,  of  Cumberland  Foreside,  and 
her  mother,  Mrs.  Carroll  H.  Tyler. 

With  a grand  attendance  gift  of  a new 
Ford  sedan,  as  well  as  $2,000  and  200  food 
baskets,  in  other  awards,  the  Food  Expo- 
sition next  week  leads  the  list  of  the- 
atrical competitors. 

A new  bugaboo  emerges  to  give  exhibi- 
tors something  further  to  worry  about — 
night  football.  The  first  game,  played  this 
week,  attracted  some  6,000. 

Two  new  “swing-men”  have  been  add- 
ed to  the  ranks  of  local  projectionists — 
Donald  Russell,  who  covers  the  Maine  and 
State  theatres,  and  Henry  Jenson,  who 
fills  in  at  the  Empire  and  Strand. 

Dick  Bond,  usher  at  the  State,  left  to 
enter  Bowdoin  College.  He  is  replaced  by 
Thomas  Nickerson. 

Chelsea  Waldron,  business  representa 
tive  for  MPMO,  Local  458,  a?id  State  The- 
atre projectionist,  is  closing  his  Sebago 
Lake  camp. 


Tim  Donahue 

Boston — Tim  Donahue,  Columbia  city 
salesman,  died  at  work  among  film  dis- 
trict friends  shortly  after  noon  Monday. 
He  was  on  Church  Street,  two  blocks  from 
the  Columbia  exchange,  when  he  collapsed. 


Held  Second  Week 
Boston— “Inside  the  Maginot  Line,” 
March  of  Time  subject,  rebooked  after  a 
year  into  the  Keith’s  Memorial  here,  has 
been  held  over  a second  week. 


Manchester  Paper  Slams 
Salaries  in  Hollywood 

Manchester,  N.  H.  — The  Manchester 
Union  takes  a slam  at  high  salaries  in 
Hollywood  in  an  editorial  entitled  “Way 
to  Retrench.”  The  newspaper,  comment- 
ing on  an  article  by  La  Rue  Applegate 
in  The  Analist  indicating  the  serious  ef- 
fect of  the  European  war  on  the  Amer- 
ican film  market,  says: 

“Certainly,  this  should  be  retrenching 
time  in  Hollywood;  it  should  be  but  isn’t 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  too  late  to  cut 
current  production  schedules.  On-the-lot 
economies  are  not  taken  into  specific  ac- 
count by  Mr.  Applegate,  but  he  does  say 
in  concluding  his  article  that  receiver- 
ships may  threaten  unless  costs  are 
brought  down. 

“The  thought  will  occur  to  many  ob- 
servers of  the  Hollywood  scene  that  the 
excessive  salaries  paid  to  big  shot  actors 
and  actresses  and  big  shot  executives 
could  well  undergo  revision  downward. 
It  isn’t  being  niggardly  to  say  that  these 
emoluments  are  all  out  of  proportion  with 
services  rendered;  that  they  are  fabulous 
and  yet  so  actual,  in  fact,  that  few  stars 
will  get  sympathy  when  and  if  their 
earnings  come  out  of  the  stratosphere — 
and  down  to  earth.” 


Sells  2£00  Seats 

Boston — Kenneth  R.  Douglass,  Capitol 
Theatre  Supply  Company  head,  last  week 
closed  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  2,600 
seats.  Two  thousand  will  go  to  the  inde- 
pendent circuit  owner,  E.  M.  Loew.  Nathan 
Yamins,  Fall  River  exhibitor,  who  is  pres- 
ident of  Allied  locally,  will  take  the  other 
600. 


^MONG  recent  brides  in  Berlin  is  Miss 
Olive  M.  Cadorette  of  the  Strand  tick- 
et office,  who  was  married  to  Laurier 
R.  Duchesne  of  Berlin  at  a nuptial  mass 
in  Angel  Guardian  Church.  Following 
a wedding  trip  to  Canada,  the  couple  will 
reside  on  Mechanic  St.,  Berlin. 

While  on  vacation  in  the  White  Moun- 
tains, Bette  Davis,  film  actress,  enjoyed 
a ride  on  the  Cannon  Mountain  tramway 
in  Franconia  Notch,  the  only  ride  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States  . . . Lawrence 
Gilman,  61,  noted  music  critic  for  the  New 
York  Herald  Tribune,  and  one  of  the 
world’s  outstanding  authorities  in  that 
field,  died  at  his  summer  cottage  at  Sugar 
Hill  in  the  White  Mountains.  Burial  was 
in  Franconia. 

Appearing  before  film  cameras  consti- 
tuted the  “greatest  thrill”  for  Miss  Lois 
Traux  of  Nashua  as  “Miss  New  Hamp- 
shire” in  the  annual  “Miss  America”  con- 
test at  Atlantic  City,  she  reported  upon 
her  return  to  her  home. 

Fall  fairs  in  various  parts  of  the  state 
have  been  the  chief  amusement  centers 
during  their  runs.  The  usual  midways, 
aerial  acts,  pari-mutuel  harness  racing 
and  other  features  extracted  many  a dol- 


J^OSALIND  RUSSELL  dropped  into  the 
Loew-Poli  to  see  herself  in  “The 
Women”  and  had  to  wait  five  minutes 
for  a seat  and  then  had  to  be  satisfied 
with  one  in  the  balcony. 

“Return  of  the  Frog”  and  “Demon  Bar- 
ber of  Fleet  Street”  in  first  Connecticut 
showing  nearly  set  an  opening  night  rec- 
ord at  the  Globe.  Feature  was  plugged 
heavily  by  Harry  Rose  as  twin  horror  bill 
from  Europe. 

Softball  honors  for  the  theatre  league 
easily  go  to  the  Strand  Amusement  team. 

Kay  Rapp,  former  assistant  manager 
at  the  Loew-Globe,  is  expecting  the  stork. 
Her  husband  runs  a concession  at  Fair- 
field  beach. 

Frances  Connor  is  the  new  cashier  at 
the  Globe  with  Julia  Prusen  doing  relief 
duty,  while  over  at  the  Majestic  the  new 
relief  cashier  is  Agnes  Reilly. 

Robert  Carney  is  on  the  mend  in  Bridge- 
port Hospital  from  serious  injuries  sus- 
tained in  auto  crash  in  suburbs.  Bob  is 
assistant  manager  at  the  College,  New 
Haven,  and  his  wife,  Ann,  is  cashier  at  the 
Globe  here. 

New  Movie  Season  parade  went  off  here 
without  a hitch  with  several  local  floats 
joining  the  cavalcade.  From  here  the 
group  went  to  Stamford  where  an  over- 
night stop  was  made  before  descending 
upon  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 

Grace  Moore  is  resting  at  her  home  in 
Newtown  and  considermg  an  offer  from 
20th  Century-Fox  to  follow  her  concert 
tour  beginning  October  10. 


lar  from  patrons’  pockets.  As  usual,  too, 
many  Granite  Staters  attended  the  huge 
Brockton  Fair  in  Brockton,  Mass. 

Robert  King,  operator  at  the  Majestic 
in  Conway,  and  Miss  Alice  Melendy  of 
Bedford,  former  Carroll  county  home  dem- 
onstration agent,  were  married  in  North 
Conway.  The  newlyweds  are  residing  in 
Conway,  after  a wedding  trip  to  Passacon- 
way^ 

The  Daniel  Webster  Highway  Auto  The- 
atre, new  drive-in  four  miles  north  of 
Nashua,  has  been  featuring  such  films  as 
“Ecstasy”  and  “Marihuana.” 

Newreel  cameramen  again  descended 
on  Portsmouth  when  the  submarine 
Squalus  which  sank  off  the  Isle  of  Shoals 
with  a loss  of  26  lives  more  than  three 
months  ago,  was  floated  into  drydock  at 
the  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard. 

Radio  Station  WFEA  in  Manchester  co- 
operated with  the  State  Theatre  there  in 
presenting  a singing  contest  sponsored  as 
publicity  for  Gloria  Jean,  new  singing  star 
of  “The  Under-Pup,”  which  the  State 
booked.  The  contest  was  open  to  girls 
under  12  and  prizes  were  offered. 


BOXOmCE  ; : September  30,  1939 


71 


(Continued  from  page  67) 
heroine,  is  used  as  a model  in  footwear 
advertisements. 

M.  A.  Shea  has  signed  for  Burch  pop- 
corn machines  at  the  State  Theatre  in 
Manchester,  N.  H.  Samuel  Hornstein  and 
J.  J.  Conroy  represent  the  Burch  Manu- 
facturing Co.  in  New  England. 

Herman  Rifkin,  Republic  franchise  own- 
er in  New  England,  was  in  New  York  last 
week  . . . The  son  of  H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s 
divisional  manager,  was  visiting  the  town 
last  week  . . . Mildred  Tormey  of  the  M&P 
accounting  department  has  been  vacation- 
ing. 

William  Canning,  manager  of  the  Em- 
pire in  Fall  River,  gave  “Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask”  exploitation  a film  aspect  last  week. 
Canning  used  the  regular  gag  of  having 
a man  walk  around  town  under  an  un- 
wieldy mask.  The  individual  wore  an 
usher’s  uniform,  however. 

L.  J.  Hacking  of  Altec  has  signed  with 
the  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  for  continuation 
of  sound  service  in  the  circuit’s  nearly 
07ie  hundred  New  England  theatres. 

Joe  Quittner  and  Peter  Perakos  have 
opened  the  State  Theatre  in  Jewett  City 
. . . Henry  Barnett,  who  managed  the 
F^inn  which  was  destroyed  by  the  hurri- 
cane a year  ago,  is  heading  the  new  sit- 
uation. 

T.  L.  Gill  has  had  H.  C.  Elwes  mstall 
RCA  sound  at  Norumbega  Park  in  Au- 
burndale. 

Russell  Mack,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Colonial  in  Portland,  now  is  handling 
a variety  store  in  the  Maine  sector.  John 
Mack,  the  former’s  brother,  is  in  charge 
at  the  house. 

George  Laby  has  put  vaudeville  iiito  the 
Victory  Theatre.  Holyoke,  on  a three-day 
week  schedule.  The  Massachusetts  com- 
munity has  been  without  stage  shows  for 
the  past  decade. 

An  impromptu  motion  picture  salesmen's 
convention  was  held  at  Presque  Isle,  Me., 
the  other  weekend  when  Jack  Jennings, 
John  Feloney,  Harry  Alexander,  Lester 
Hughes,  and  Mark  Jeffrey  found  them- 
selves at  the  crossroads.  The  film  men  re- 
ported a good  potato  crop  for  the  Pine 
Ti'ee  State,  adding  that  the  spuds  this 
year  are  small. 

Rudy  Wetter,  Natiojial  Screen  Service 
salesman  and  member  of  the  Moving  Pic- 
ture Operators’  Union,  Local  182,  has  re- 
turned from  a selling  campaign  in  Aroos- 
stock  county.  Me. 

Fred  Couture,  New  Hampshire  theatre 
operator,  is  understood  to  have  made  a 
five  figure  profit  when  “war  babies”  came 
into  favor  on  the  stock  market  . . . Cou- 
ture headquarters  at  the  State  Theatre  in 
Dover  . . . William  Murphy,  Imperial 
manager,  set  the  exchange’s  “Flirting 
With  Death”  in  first-rrm  Boston  with  an 
engagement  at  the  RKO  Boston  Theatre. 

Otis  Hayden,  projectionist  for  Richard 
Flour  a at  the  Rudy  Theatre  in  Caribou, 
has  been  ill  ..  . Hy  Young  is  building  up 
a booking  circuit. 


New  Franchise  Provides 
Heifner  3 War  Films 

Boston — Roy  E.  Heffner  has  taken  over 
the  New  England  franchise  of  Film  Al- 
liance, New  York.  Heffner  has  acquired 
three  war  pictures  on  the  deal.  One  of 
these,  “Bombs  Over  London,”  was  in  its 
fourth  week  on  Broadway  last  week.  The 
other  two  films  are  “Second  Bureau,”  a 
spy  picture,  and  “The  Challenge,”  a mys- 
tery film  built  around  mountain  climbing. 
Heffner  is  handling  the  trio  through  Spe- 
cialty Pictures,  Inc, 


Expect  Independent  Meet  Oct.  10 

Boston — Nathan  Yamins,  president  of 
the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  is  ex- 
pected to  call  the  next  meeting  of  the 
organization  on  Tuesday,  October  10. 
Product  buying  will  probably  headline  the 
session. 


Columbia  Product  Sold  E.  M.  Loew 

Boston — E.  M.  Loew  has  signed  with 
Columbia  Pictures  along  his  entire  circuit. 
It  was  the  first  deal  for  1939-40  product 
culminated  with  a major  distributor  by 
the  inde. 


JACK  SIMONS,  Loew-Poli,  and  Louie 

Cohen,  Loew-Poli  Palace,  have  “Great- 
er Movie  Season”  banners  hung  on  their 
marquees  where  all  can  see  . , . Harris 
Bros.’  State  featured  Cab  Calloway  last 
Friday  to  Monday. 

Bob  Schwartz,  Paramount  manager, 
Thomaston,  according  to  reports  is  to  be 
married  in  the  near  future  . . . Cameo. 
Waterbury,  is  soon  to  have  new  Neon  let- 
tering on  its  marquee  . . . Vaudeville  ivas 
tentatively  set  for  September  28  at  the 
Loew-Poli  Palace.  Meriden. 

Says  Lou  Brown,  Loew’s,  New  Haven, 
in  a recent  issue  of  Studio  News,  published 
by  M-G-M  in  the  interests  of  “The  Wom- 
en:” “Adapt  the  ‘girl  in  fishbowl’  idea 
in  your  lobby,  with  live  girl  in  bathtub 
to  be  seen  through  a reducing  glass.  This 
should  excite  a lot  of  comment  and  prob- 
ably some  newspaper  space  if  the  crowds 
are  big  enough  to  cause  police  attention.” 

Francis  Morris,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fred  G.  Morris,  Springfield,  Mass., 
has  a bit  part  in  "I  Stole  a Million”  . . . 
Julian  Tuthill,  film  critic  of  the  Hartford 
Times,  and  Jimmie  Hague,  film  reviewer 
for  the  Bridgeport  Times-Star,  were  in 
Boston  for  a preview  of  RKO’s  “Nurse 
Edith  Cavell”  and  to  meet  Anna  Neagle. 

Everett  Harris,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Hamilton,  Waterbury,  it’s  said,  goes  in  for 
fishing  on  his  day  off  . . . “Honey”  is  a 
new  thing  in  the  way  of  theatre  games 
here. 

Tom  Harris  of  Warner’s  Central  Thea- 
tre. West  Hartford,  visited  his  former 
home  in  Pennsylvania  . . . Al  DiManno, 
former  assistant  manager  of  Loew-Poli 
Bijou  here,  and  now  in  Boston  at  the 
Loew’s  State,  vacationed  in  New  York  . . . 
Frances  Mascoli  is  the  new  cashier  at  the 
Cameo,  Waterbury. 


(Continued  from  page  69) 
terbugs  . . . Alexander  Woollcott  and 
Harpo  Marx  were  among  the  first-night- 
ers at  Hartford’s  Bushnell  Memorial  for 
the  premiere  of  Moss  Hart-George  Kauf- 
man play,  “The  Man  Who  Came  to  Din- 
ner.”  “Too  Many  Girls,”  new  Rodgers  and 
Hart  musical,  opened  at  the  Shubert,  New 
Haven,  September  30  . . . Mack  Lunsford 
and  the  Texas  Ranch  Girls  played  one  day 
at  the  Capitol,  Middletown  . . . Capitol, 
Danbury,  tried  a day’s  personal  appear- 
ance of  Tex  Fletcher  with  “Six-Gun 
Rhythm.” 

Edmond  Town  Hall,  Newtown,  is  back 
on  its  four-a-week  schedule.  N.  C.  Wris- 
ley  has  sold  Priscilla  ovenware  premiums 
to  the  Winchester,  beginning  September 
27,  and  to  the  Cameo,  Waterbury,  Octo- 
ber 3,  4,  5 . , . Alhambra,  Waterbury,  has 
bought  Wrisley’s  Empress  etched-gold 
glassware,  starting  October  19,  20,  21; 
the  new  Park  Playhouse,  Thomaston, 
starts  his  Cascade  Crystal  on  October  11 
and  12;  Eno  Memorial  Theatre,  Sims- 
bury, his  Empress  glassware,  October  3, 
and  Capitol,  Meriden,  his  salmon  Pris- 
cilla ovenware,  October  11  and  12. 

The  only  thing  lacking  was  an  NBC  tal- 
ent scout  when  the  boys  on  the  curb  broke 
out  in  political  commentary  on  the  Euro- 
pean situation.  Max  Tabackman  and 
Morris  Nunes  led  the  debate,  but  every- 
body had  a speech  to  make,  including  Sam 
Weber,  Emil  Feldberg  and  Adolph  John- 
son. Nobody  was  convinced  and  the  crowd 
dispersed  only  when  “Nunsie”  got  back 
to  the  subject  of  dishes  . . . Robert  Repass, 
son  of  the  Crown,  Hartford,  exhibitor, 
has  been  sigried  by  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals 
after  playing  at  Decatur,  111.,  in  the 
Three-I  League  . . . Maurice  Keppner  is 
a frequent  visitor  from  Glastonbury  . . . 
Bob  Carney,  College  assistant,  is  recup- 
erating at  home  after  a serious  automo- 
bile accident  . . . Alice  Evans,  formerly 
of  the  Columbia  office,  has  a new  boy 
. . . Lenore  LaVine  Olderman  has  re- 
signed from  her  Warner  position  in  favor 
of  being  housewife  and  mother. 

The  Avon,  Plaza,  Stamford  and  Palace, 
all  in  Stamford,  announce  new  Sunday 
hours  from  2 to  11  p.  m.  The  Avon  has 
a special  thrift  price  of  15-25  cents  to 
1:30  . . . Dick  Cohen  has  sold  programs 
and  window  cards  to  the  new  State,  Jew- 
ett City;  Park  Playhouse,  Thomaston,  and 
Fairmont,  New  Haven  . . . Loew’s  is  re- 
seating the  Globe,  Bridgeport,  and  will 
start  on  the  Palace,  Hartford,  soon  . . . 
Remodeling  activities  are  in  the  hands 
of  Jack  Halpern,  under  the  supervision 
of  Harry  Moskowitz  . . . Emil  Feldberg 
has  signed  Lily,  Plainfield,  for  National 
Screen  Accessories. 

Uncensored  version  of  “All  Quiet  on  the 
Western  Front”  goes  into  the  Majestic. 
Bridgeport,  October  13.  “The  Road  Back” 
also  ivill  be  revived  by  Uriiversal  . . . Says 
Morris  Joseph,  exchange  manager  here: 
“President  Nate  Blumberg  must  have 
been  born  under  a lucky  star.  Last  year 
the  company  resurrected  ‘Dracula’  and 
‘Frankenstein’  and  made  over  a half- 
million.  This  year’s  revivals  will  probably 
gross  a million  each.” 
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Tri-State  MPTO  Votes  to  Start 
Drive  for  Miss.  Tax  Repeal 


Convention  Capers 

MEMPHIS  

gINGING  “Happy  Birthday”  to  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall at  the  MPTO  convention 
dance,  Monday  night,  the  presentation  of 
the  cake  with  the  51  candles,  as  well  as 
other  appropriate  gifts  to  commemorate 
the  gala  occasion.  Also  extending  birth- 
day greetings  to  Mrs.  M.  A.  Lightman. 


Orris  Collins  of  Paragould  exhibiting 
his  battle  scars  of  the  golf  game  . . . 
Bill  Ruffin  “snoring”  through  the  busi- 
ness session. 


Herbert  Sanderson,  Lightman’s  mana- 
ger in  Jonesboro,  still  trying  to  find  his 
steak,  which  very  mysteriously  disap- 
peared at  the  banquet. 


Bill  Scruggs  of  RKO  who  chose  to  be 
different  during  the  golf  tournament.  He 
played  all  18  of  the  fairways  on  one  hole. 


Joe  Wheeler  still  waiting  for  the  return 
of  the  searching  party  at  5:00  a.  m.  Sun- 
day morning  at  the  Variety  Club. 


Shine  Tyson  of  Water  Valley  turning 
“sissy”  and  leaving  for  home  Monday  af- 
ternoon. Says  he  can’t  take  it  any  more. 


P.  E.  Morris  of  Indianola  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  opponents  in  his  foursome 
during  the  golf  tournament  by  seeing  that 
their  thirst  was  “well  satisfied.” 


Honest  John  Mangham’s  announcement 
at  the  dance  on  his  “trailer  screening” 
Tuesday  morning. 

Lightman  Holds  Circuit 
Meeting  in  Memphis 

Memphis — M.  A.  Lightman,  president 
of  Malco  Theatres,  held  a meeting  of  his 
executives  and  theatre  managers  in  con- 
junction with  the  MPTO  convention.  The 
out-of-town  managers  who  attended  were: 

Clyde  Smith  of  Hot  Springs;  Oscar 
Miller,  Van  Buren;  George  Overton,  N. 
Little  Rock;  Remell  Young,  Hope;  E.  L. 
Drake  and  J.  R.  McEachron,  Jackson, 
Tenn.;  Hiram  Meeks,  Pulton;  Leon  Pickle, 
Henderson;  J.  C.  Tunstill,  Owensboro;  J. 
A.  Grower,  Tupelo;  Burgess  Waltmon,  Co- 
lumbus; Malcolm  Gilbert,  West  Point;  John 
Oxford,  Helena;  W.  L.  Mack  and  Herbert 
Sanderson,  Jonesboro;  Guy  Snow,  New- 
port; Alger  Lancaster,  Stuttgart;  Paul 
Jones,  Pine  Bluff;  Steve  Coan,  Camden; 
Curtis  O’Rear,  Smackover;  Jim  Kane, 
Conway;  Kirby  Smith,  Morrilton;  H.  A. 
Brownlee,  Russellville;  Jack  Thomas, 
Clarksville,  and  Ollie  Brownlee,  Ft.  Smith. 

After  a very  enthusiastic  business  meet- 
ing Tuesday  morning  at  the  Strand  The- 
atre they  were  his  guests  at  the  regular 
Variety  Club  luncheon.  The  wives  were 
given  a luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Peabody. 

M.  J.  Pruniski  and  M.  S.  McCord  of 
the  N.  Little  Rock  office  were  in  town  for 
these  meetings. 


Memphis — Closing  by  far  the  most  in- 
teresting and  best  attended  theatre  con- 
vention here  in  many  years,  members  of 
the  MPTO  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi,  voted  to  make  a determined 
campaign  for  the  repeal  of  the  Mississippi 
amusement  tax  in  the  coming  session  of 
the  state  legislature. 

The  11  o’clock  Monday  morning  session 
was  opened  by  President  R.  X.  Williams, 
then  the  appointment  of  committees  fol- 
lowed. The  election  committe  was  com- 
posed of  M.  A.  Lightman  for  Tennessee; 
Earl  Elkin,  Mississippi,  and  Louie  Haven, 
Arkansas.  The  resolution  committee  was 
composed  of  Dave  Flexer  for  Mississippi; 
O.  C.  Hauber,  Arkansas,  and  W.  F.  Ruf- 
fin, Tennessee. 

R.  X.  (Bob)  Williams,  mayor  of  Ox- 
ford, Miss.,  was  reelected  to  his  fourth 
term  as  president  of  the  organization. 
Regional  vice-presidents  elected  were : 
R.  B.  Cox  of  Batesville;  L.  F.  Haven  sr., 
of  Forrest  City,  and  W.  F.  Ruffin  of  Cov- 
ington, for  their  respective  states.  W.  S. 
“Shine”  ’Tyson  of  Water  Valley,  Miss.,  is 
secretary-treasurer.  M.  A.  Lightman,  for- 
mer national  president,  was  re-elected 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  which 
includes  Earl  Elkin  of  Aberdeen;  W.  S. 
Taylor,  Laurel,  and  Dave  Flexer  of  New 
Albany  for  Mississippi.  For  Arkansas,  W.  L. 
Landers  jr.,  Batesville;  K.  K.  King,  Searcy; 
M.  C.  McCord,  N.  Little  Rock;  Cecil  Cupp, 
Arkadelphia,  and  Sidney  Wharton,  War- 
ren. For  Tennessee,  Fred  Ford,  Joe 
Wheeler  and  Cecil  Vogel. 

Hits  Government  Tactics 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president,  in  his 
address  reported  on  national  trade  trends, 
stressing  government  action  on  the  in- 
dustry. He  said  “the  government  refuses 
to  let  us  regulate  our  own  troubles.”  He 
further  advised,  “the  stubbornness  of  the 
distributor  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  our 
troubles — they  have  refused  to  cooperate 
with  this  organization  or  any  other  or- 
ganization. They  are  responsible  for  the 
present  state  of  affairs  by  not  listening 
to  what  was  good  for  them.”  He  reiter- 
ated the  10-point  plan  had  been  discussed 
and  worked  upon  for  the  past  seven  years, 
but  the  distributors  paid  no  attention 
until  suit  was  filed  by  the  department  of 
justice  in  Washington. 

On  the  Neely  bill  he  said,  “This  is  only 
a camouflage  censorship  proposition  and 
must  not  be  passed — just  a horrible  mis- 
take that  must  be  prevented.” 

Kuykendall  further  stated:  “The  most 
important  thing  facing  the  industry  today 
is  the  scheme  of  clearance.”  He  con- 
tinued, “If  we  secure  the  right  and  proper 
clearance,  we  will  not  have  any  need 
whatsoever  for  the  Code.” 

He  stressed  the  point  that  the  local 
branch  managers  should  be  given  more 
authority,  and  more  power  to  right  the 
troubles  of  the  man  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness, as  he  is  more  in  a position  to  know 
and  understand  his  troubles  than  some- 
one in  New  York. 

Kuykendall  concluded  with  this  plea: 


“Exhibitors  stand  together.  If  we  stand 
together,  we  will  be  able  to  get  everything 
we  want  from  the  distributors.  Our  weak- 
ness at  the  present  time  is  the  lack  of 
unity  on  our  part.  The  Variety  Clubs  are 
our  24-sheets  to  the  world  of  ‘unified  ef- 
fort’ in  the  show  world.  The  show  busi- 
ness is  a happy  business!  Let’s  keep  it 
that  way  by  standing  together — shoulder 
to  shoulder.” 

Telegrams  were  then  read  from  Charles 
Kessnich  and  Rud  Lohrenz.  K.  K. 
King,  president  of  the  Independent  The- 
atre Owners  of  Arkansas,  who  was  sched- 
uled to  make  an  address,  was  unable  to 
attend,  due  to  illness.  R.  J.  O’Donnell, 
who  was  also  scheduled  to  make  an  ad- 
dress, was  called  to  Dallas  due  to  urgent 
business. 

Lightman  Offers  Advice 

The  highlight  of  M.  A.  Lightman’s  talk 
was  “We  need  fewer  pictures,  but  better 
pictures.”  With  the  present  European 
crisis,  he  advised,  the  industry  is  bound 
to  curtail  the  production  costs  on  pic- 
tures. “This  probably  will  mean  fewer  A 
pictures,  and  my  advice  to  you  fellow 
exhibitors  is  ‘Do  not  dissipate  your  A pic- 
tures, and  never  play  two  A pictures  the 
same  week,  regardless  of  how  good  they 
are.’  ” 

In  conclusion,  Williams  followed  up 
Kuykendall’s  plea  for  unity.  He  said,  “We 
need  more  confidence  in  our  fellow  ex- 
hibitors. The  distributors  stand  together 
and  get  what  they  want — so  should  the 
exhibitors.”  He  added  one  of  the  great- 
est needs  of  the  industry  today  is  a “bet- 
ter understanding  between  the  distributors 
and  exhibitors.” 

The  grand  finale  was  the  banquet  and 
dance  at  7:30  Tuesday.  More  than  250 
people  enjoyed  the  music  of  Leonard  Mc- 
Ewen  and  his  WMC  broadcasting  orches- 
tra. 

Ascap  Bill  Misses  House 
Calendar  in  Alabama 

Birmingham,  Ala. — The  bill  to  restrict 
activities  of  the  American  Society  of  Com- 
posers and  Authors  and  Publishers  in  Ala- 
bama after  passing  the  senate  of  the  Ala- 
bama legislature  failed  to  reach  the  house 
calendar  before  adjournment  last  week. 
The  legislature  does  not  meet  again  until 
June  when  the  bill  is  expected  to  be  called 
up  for  action  in  the  house. 

The  bill  which  passed  the  senate  with- 
out a dissenting  vote  would  force  Ascap  to 
charge  for  its  music  by  the  piece  as  used, 
instead  of  putting  a blanket  assessment  on 
radio  stations,  hotels,  night  clubs  or  others 
who  use  its  selections.  Also  a three  per 
cent  gross  sales  tax  would  be  levied  on 
the  organization. 


A Chore  to  De  Leon 

Hollywood — ‘“The  Ghost  Breaker,”  to 
co-feature  Bob  Hope  and  “Rochester” 
Anderson,  will  be  adapted  for  Paramount 
by  Walter  De  Leon. 
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Oklahoma  Allied,  Seven  Strong 
At  Convention,  Carries  On 


Oklahoma  City — An  Oklahoma  Allied 
unit  was  formed  here  Wednesday  by  seven 
members  of  the  recently-formed  ATO  of 
Oklahoma,  who  met  here  in  a two-day  con- 
vention. The  action  was  urged  by  Col.  H. 
A.  Cole,  national  Allied  president,  after 
members  were  undecided  as  to  whether  to 
continue  the  organization  in  view  of  the 
poor  attendance  at  the  convention. 

Allied  of  Oklahoma  was  adopted  as  a 
name  and  the  constitution  and  by-laws 
adopted  are  on  the  order  of  that  under 
which  the  parent  body  operates. 

Orville  Von  Gulker,  Okeene,  was  elected 
president,  with  Sam  Caporal,  Oklahoma 
City,  vice-president:  and  C.  E.  Norcross, 
Sailing,  secretary-treasurer.  The  board  of 
directors  is  composed  of  E.  M.  Fi-eiburger, 
Dewey;  Harry  Holt,  Maud;  Caporal;  Von 
Gulker;  Norcross:  Mrs.  Juanita  Berry, 
Norman;  A.  B.  Momand,  Shawnee,  and 
Jess  L.  Cooper,  Antlers. 

Dues  will  be  one  cent  per  seat  monthly, 
with  concessions  for  large  theatres  in 
small  towns. 

Opening  sessions  here  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  were  attended  by  11  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  and  a small  delegation  of 
Texas  exhibitors  accompanied  by  Col.  Cole. 


Atlanta — Formal  organization  of  Tent 
No.  21,  Variety  Clubs  of  America,  was 
completed  at  a brilliant  dinner  meeting 
in  the  Dixie  ballroom  of  the  Henry  Grady 
Hotel. 

More  than  200  members  and  guests  as- 
sembled to  witness  presentation  of  the 
charter  to  the  Atlanta  group  by  John 
H.  Harris,  of  Pittsburgh,  founder  and 
National  chief  barker. 

William  K.  Jenkins,  chief  barker  of 
the  Atlanta  tent,  received  the  charter 
on  behalf  of  his  organization,  and  acted 


Colonel  Cole  on  Tuesday  informally  dis- 
cussed Allied  policies  and  the  Neely  bill 
and  dwelt  at  length  on  the  Oklahoma 
group’s  own  problems.  He  explained  what 
Allied  had  done  in  bringing  about  “cancel- 
lation benefits  you  now  have”  and  in  hav- 
ing “shorts  forcing  thrown  out  of  con- 
tracts.” 

“The  biggest  change  we  need  in  the  in- 
dustry, is  to  bring  about  a buyers’  market 
rather  than  a sellers’  market  as  it  now 
exists,”  Cole  stated.  “And  the  Neely  bill 
will  do  this.  We  are  well  on  our  way 
toward  elimination  of  theatres  owned  by 
distributors.  The  Neely  bill  will  break 
block-booking  and  again  there  will  be  a 
surplus  of  worthwhile  film  on  the  market.” 

He  pointed  out  exhibitors  needed  local 
organizations  because  few  of  them  knew 
what  rights  they  really  had. 

In  the  afternoon,  George  Miskovsky, 
state  representative  from  Oklahoma  coun- 
ty, explained  his  chain  store  tax  bill  which 
he  attempted  to  get  through  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Oklahoma  legislature.  He 
charged  unfair  practices  of  opponents  in 
blocking  the  bill  and  detailed  the  plight  of 
all  independents  in  business  against  the 
“ogre”  of  the  chains.  He  added  if  inde- 
pendent theatre  men  desire  it,  he  would 


as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Talks  were  made  by  L.  C.  Griffith,  chief 
barker  of  Oklahoma  City  Tent  No.  22,  now 
being  organized;  Ed  Kuykendall  of  Co- 
lumbia, Miss.,  president  of  the  MPTOA; 
Mayor  William  B.  Hartsfield;  Bob  O’Don- 
nell, chief  barker  of  the  Dallas  (Tex.) 
tent;  Harris  and  Jimmie  Balmer  of  Pitts- 
burgh, National  doughguy,  who  inducted 
the  Atlanta  members  by  having  them 
recite  Variety’s  pledge  in  unison. 

Harris’  talk  was  illustrated  with  mo- 
tion pictures  of  charitable  activities. 


include  in  his  bill  for  the  next  session  of 
the  legislature,  provisions  covering  the 
theatre  business. 

Next  speaker  was  Arthur  B.  Adams,  dean 
of  the  school  of  business  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oklahoma  and  termed  an  expert  on 
monopolies.  Dean  Adams’  address  was 
carried  over  the  air  by  KOMA. 

“The  social  and  economic  consequences 
of  monopolistic  practices  are  destructive 
of  public  welfare,”  he  contended.  “Monopo- 
lization of  an  industry  drives  out  the 
small  independent  business  man,  and 
limits  the  opportunities  of  other  indepen- 
dents going  into  that  industry.  The  mo- 
tion picture  industry  furnishes  ample  proof 
of  the  above  stated  fact.  Excessive  prices 
to  the  public  result  from  monopolistic  re- 
straints of  trade  in  any  industry.  Not 
only  do  the  monopolists  charge  excessive 
prices  for  their  products  or  services,  but 
they  frequently  give  limited,  if  not  poor, 
service  to  the  public.” 

On  Visual  Education 

Dr.  W.  B.  Bizzell,  president  of  Oklahoma 
University,  spoke  on  visual  education 
outlining  the  setup  at  the  University.  He 
paid  tribute  to  Will  Hays  for  having  made 
possible  much  of  the  material  held  by  the 
university. 

William  High,  state  representative  from 
Pottawattomie  county,  detailed  a bill  he 
would  create  for  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature.  It  would  tax  theatre  opera- 
tion according  to  the  number  of  houses 
operated  by  a chain  in  the  state. 

Colonel  Cole  advised  High  a top  tax  of 
$5,000  would  be  appropriate  for  chain 
theatres  and  suggested  that  thought  might 
be  given  to  a tax  based  on  the  aggregate 
gross  receipts  of  all  theatres  combined. 

Cole,  in  the  discussions,  said  he  did  not 
believe  in  government  regulation  beyond 
minimum  requirements. 

M-G-M  Awards  Four  Visit 
To  Fair  and  Studio 

New  Orleans — Winners  in  Metro’s  an- 
nual efficiency  competition  which  con- 
cluded August  31,  four  exchange  workers 
from  the  south  will  spend  October  16-20 
at  the  San  Francisco  Fair  as  guest  of  the 
company  and  two  days  at  Culver  City, 
Hollywood. 

Winners  are:  Augusta  Wolverton,  stenog- 
rapher, and  Rosemary  McElroy,  film  in- 
spector, New  Orleans;  Blanche  Carr, 
cashier,  and  Jewel  Terry,  chief  film  in- 
spector, Charlotte. 

WB-FN  to  Release  Four 
Features  in  October 

New  York — Warner-First  National  will 
release  four  features  in  October,  including 
“Espionage  Agent”  (FN),  featuring  Joel 
McCrea  and  Brenda  Marshall,  October  7; 
“Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass”  (WB),  featuring 
Edith  Fellows  and  James  McCallion,  Oc- 
tober 14;  “Smashing  the  Money  Ring” 
(FN),  with  Ronald  Reagan  and  Margot 
Stevenson,  October  21;  and  “The  Roaring 
Twenties”  (WB),  starring  James  Cagney, 
with  Priscilla  Lane,  Humphrey  Bogart  and 
Gladys  George,  October  28. 


A New  Variety  Tent  Is  Born — 

Formal  organization  of  Atlanta  Tent  No.  21,  Variety  Clubs  of  America, 
was  completed  at  a dmner  meeting  in  Atlanta  last  week.  Left  to  right  are 
John  H.  Harris,  national  chief  barker;  James  G.  Balmer,  national  dough- 
guy;  John  T.  Ezell,  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Tent  21;  William 
K.  Jenkins,  chief  barker  of  Tent  21;  Bob  O’Donnell,  chief  barker  of  the 
Dallas  (Tex.)  tent,  and  Harry  Ballance,  first  assistant  chief  barker  of 
Tent  21.  More  than  200  persons  attejided  the  brilliant  affair. 
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Questioning  in  Wometco-Majors  Seven  More  Object 
Suit  Would  Show  Coercion  To  Miami  Quiz 


Miami — Much  of  the  information  sought 
from  Charles  Walder,  manager  and  half 
owner  of  the  Tivoli  Theatre,  during  a 
deposition  as  a preliminary  feature  of  the 
local  suit  in  which  the  Cameo  and  Surf 
theatres  are  suing  the  eight  major  film 
distributing  companies,  Paramount  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  Wometco  Theatres,  Inc., 
and  their  affiliated  corporations,  sought 
to  prove  that  the  owner  of  the  Tivoli 
was  coerced  into  making  the  deal  under 
which  he  now  operates  as  a partner  with 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc. 

Walder,  who  has  owned  and  operated 
the  Tivoli  since  1927,  also  owned  the  old 
Seventh  Avenue  Theatre,  recently  rebuilt 
and  leased  to  the  Strand  Operating  Corp., 
testified  that  he  had  been  a film  sales- 
man and  branch  manager  for  15  years, 
for  Selznick,  World,  M-G-M  and  Fox. 
He  stated  in  reference  to  the  Seventh 
Avenue-Strand  that  he  did  not  know  until 
he  had  practically  completed  the  rebuild- 
ing of  his  house,  changing  it  from  an 
open  air  to  an  enclosed  theatre,  that  it 
was  to  be  operated  as  a Wometco  unit. 

While  he  was  operating  the  Strand  as 
an  open  air  house,  he  had  been  able  to 
get  fresh  American  feature  films  from 
United  Artists  and  Republic,  he  said;  but 
had  to  wait  for  clearance  periods  on  other 
major  features. 

He  added  that  he  secured  most  of  his 
films  around  four  months  after  their  first 
run  in  Miami,  and  said  that  he  had  been 
given,  as  a rule,  preferential  runs  over  the 
other  independent  houses  as  he  was  “one 
of  the  oldest  and  soundest  of  the  houses 
outside  of  the  immediate  downtown,  area.” 

He  Knows  "Big  Eight" 

Walder  made  no  issue  about  not  being 
familiar  with  the  group  of  film  distribu- 
tors commonly  known  as  the  “Big  Eight.” 

Detailing  the  history  of  the  Tivoli,  Wal- 
der said  that  it  had  always  been  man- 
aged by  a corporation.  Until  1937  that 
corporation  was  the  Tivoli  Theatre,  Inc. 
In  1937  the  Tivoli  Operating  Co.  was  in- 
corporated with  half  interest  held  by  the 
Walwal  corporation  (in  which  Mi’,  and 
Mrs.  Walder  and  their  son  are  parties) 
and  half  by  Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc. 

When  an  issue  was  made  over  the 
amount  of  cash  which  changed  hands  at 
the  time  of  this  incorporation,  Walder 
first  said  several  thousand  dollars,  then, 
under  cross  questioning  by  one  of  the  at- 
torneys for  Paramount  Pictures  and  Para- 
mount Enterprises,  explained  that  each 
partner  deposited  $1,000  toward  operating 
expenses.  Other  considerations  involved 
the  payment  of  rent  to  the  Walwal  cor- 
poration and  of  a managerial  salary  to 
Walder. 

Walder  denied  that  representatives  of 
Paramount  Enterprises  had  approached 
him,  or  had  threatened  him  with  the 
building  of  an  adjacent  competing  theatre 
if  he  did  not  join  their  organization.  He 
further  denied  having  said  that  S.  A. 
Lynch  (president.  Paramount  Enterprises), 
had  remarked  to  him,  “Walder,  you  are 
losing  $50  a week.  How  long  can  you 
keep  it  up?”  or  that  Lynch  had  suggested 


that  under  a new  corporation  on  a part- 
nership basis  he,  Walder,  could  get  fresher 
pictures. 

The  uncertainty  of  general  business  con- 
ditions together  with  the  fact  that  his 
own  health  was  such  that  buying  trips 
and  the  numerous  details  attendant  upon 
booking  as  an  independent  operator  had 
long  been  too  taxing  for  him,  Walder  tes- 
tified, caused  him  to  seek  to  negotiate 
deals  whereby  he  could  be  relieved  of  this 
responsibility  with  Col.  E.  J.  Sparks,  when 
he  was  operating  here  in  Miami,  and  sub- 
sequently with  Mitchell  Wolfson  and  Sid- 
ney Meyer.  He  said  he  had  not  been  able 
to  get  a satisfactory  arrangement  until 
he  talked  to  S.  A.  Lynch  in  1937. 

Tivoli  Gets  Fifth  Run 

Under  this  arrangement  Paramount  En- 
terprises assured  Walder  of  a definite  in- 
come and  guaranteed  the  Walwal  corpora- 
tion positive  payments  on  the  lease,  he 
said.  At  present  the  Tivoli  gets  fifth  run 
in  the  city  of  Miami  among  Paramount 
houses,  playing  after  the  Paramount, 
Olympia,  Rex  and  Gables,  and  having 
precedence  over  the  Roxy,  Flagler,  Regent 
and  Hialeah.  Before  he  made  his  ar- 
rangement with  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Walder  related  he  had  had  to  follow  the 
10  or  11  houses  which  previously  made  up 
the  Paramount  circuit. 

He  said  that  he  had  discussed  with 
Herman  Weingarten,  a certain  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shapiro  and  Henry  K.  Gibson  the 
trip  which  he  and  John  A.  Cunningham, 
who  maintains  an  interest  in  the  Edison 
Theatre,  made  to  Atlanta  and  to  New 
York  to  appeal  to  the  NRA  code  authority 
for  some  relief  from  the  enforcement  of 

(Continued  on  page  80) 


Miami — Objections  similar  to  those  en- 
tered last  week  by  counsel  for  Paramount 
Pictures  have  been  filed  here  by  Adair, 
Cooper,  Osborne  and  Copps,  attorneys  for 
the  seven  other  major  film  distributors, 
joint  defendants  with  local  theatre  in- 
corporations in  the  pending  civil  suit  al- 
leging violation  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
law  and  the  Clayton  act. 

In  addition  to  general  objections  fol- 
lowing the  same  lines  as  those  set  forth 
by  Paramount’s  legal  representatives,  this 
current  protest  adds  that  these  interroga- 
tories “assume  a state  of  facts  based  on 
pure  hypothesis  and  not  supported  by  any 
evidence  in  this  cause;  that  they  seek 
evidence  outside  the  scope  of  this  cause 
and,  furthermore,  that  these  interroga- 
tories do  not  seek  the  disclosure  of  facts 
for  the  purpose  of  discovery  but  seek  evi- 
dence which  would  be  inadmissible  under 
the  rules  of  evidence.” 

The  foregoing  protests  were  emphasized 
in  the  particular  objection  filed  against 
the  interrogatory  directed  to  William  F. 
Rodgers,  general  salesmanager  of  Loew’s, 
Inc. 

To  the  questions  asked  by  Harry  D. 
Buckley,  vice-president,  and  Harry  P. 
Muller,  treasurer  of  United  Artists,  the 
objections  added;  “interrogatories  seek  to 
discover  names  and  addresses  of  persons 
who  are  not  now  employed  by  these  de- 
fendants, or  who  are  not  shown  to  have 
had  any  dealings  whatsoever  with  the 
plaintiffs,  or  to  know  any  facts  relevant 
to  this  cause.” 

Objections  were  also  based  on  the  claim 
that  the  plaintiffs’  attorneys  had  not  se- 
cured leave  of  court  to  serve  the  interroga- 
tories; and  that,  in  several  cases,  these 
interrogatories  merely  seek  the  conclu- 
sions of  the  individuals  questioned. 


BDSMSS  IS  GREAT! 

ABE  YOU  GETTING  YOUR  SHARE? 

Good  Projection  — Good  Sound  — Comfortable 
Seats  — A Bright,  Clean  Lobby  — Snappy  Pictures 
Will  Increase  Your  Gross! 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 
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TOE  C.  CLEMMONS  of  Beaumont,  former 
president  of  Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 
and  now  inactive  in  that  circuit,  paid  the 
Row  another  social  visit  this  week  mingling 
with  old  friends.  The  Clemmons  family, 
however,  is  still  very  much  a part  of  show 
business.  J.  C.’s  two  sons,  Joe  Junior  and 
Tom,  are  out  in  west  Texas  at  Monahans 
and  Pecos.  R.  H.  (Bob)  Clemmons,  a 
brother,  is  manager  of  the  Arcadia  in  Dal- 
las and  Tom  Clemmons,  another  brother, 
is  still  an  executive  with  Jefferson. 

L.  W.  Conrow,  vresident  of  Altec  Ser- 
vice Corp.,  New  York,  was  in  town  and  in 
the  territory  during  the  week,  along  with 


Stanley  Hand,  company  executive.  While 
here  they  visited  and  conferred  with  C.  Z. 
Zern,  southwestern  district  manager. 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Universal’s  eastern 
sales  manager.  New  York,  has  been  in  the 
city  to  complete  circuit  deals  for  the  new 
season;  He  told  Boxoffice  he  expected  to 
remain  in  Dallas  for  about  a week.  Harry 
Graham,  southern  division  manager,  has 
also  been  headquartering  in  Dallas  for  the 
past  few  days. 

From  all  sides  we  hear  of  a good  im- 
provement in  business  following  a very 
definite  slump  the  first  three  weeks  hi 


September.  Veterans  say  the  slump  was 
caused  by  opening  of  scliools,  and  that 
show  business  suffers  about  three  weeks 
due  to  this  cause  every  year. 

The  sporty  convertible  coupe,  which  be- 
longed to  Irvin  Grandjean,  will  not  be 
seen  any  more  on  the  Row  as  a regular 
thing.  Reason  is  that  he  married  Miss 
Mimi  Nelms  early  in  September  and  gave 
the  car  to  his  bride  as  a wedding  present. 

Girls  of  the  National  Screen  office  and 
their  friends  are  giving  a shower  for  Mrs. 
Fred  (jDoc)  Allen,  who  anticipates  a 
blessed  event  soon. 

Harold  Cunyus,  who  recently  opened  the 
Gem.  for  Negroes,  at  Waco,  has  been  on 
the  Row  and  expressed  his  pleasure  over 
the  success  so  far  of  the  new  house.  His 
aim  now  is  a circuit  of  colored  theatres, 
friends  said. 

Hans  Smith,  who  operates  a fine  thea- 
tre at  Irving,  12  miles  out  of  Dallas,  is 
building  a new  home  there,  it  was  learned. 

Frank  Starz,  Interstate’s  publicity  chief, 
was  in  Houston  this  week  getting  things 
all  set  for  another  world  or  southwestern 
premiere. 

Lou  Anger,  personal  representative  of 
Joseph  Schenck,  has  been  making  a tour 
of  the  southwest  with  Harold  Robb  and 
Ed  Rowley  inspecting  theatre  operations 
and  properties  in  the  Robb  & Rowley- 
United  circuit,  which  consists  of  about  30 
towns  and  about  90  theatres. 

A film  man  visiting  in  Colorado  recent- 
ly brings  back  the  report  that  Ross  Dixon 
has  just  married  a Loraine  girl.  Ross 
formerly  operated  the  theatres  at  Color- 
ado and  during  recent  years  formed  a 
partnership  with  Robb  & Rowley  with 
Dixon  now  holding  an  inactive  interest. 
The  R&R  office  heard  the  report  with 
much  mterest,  but  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  facts. 

And  the  Variety  Club  roster  continues  to 
grow.  The  newest  members  are:  Fred  Mor- 
(Contitnued  on  page  79) 


Oklahoma  City  Variety  to 
Open  Quarters  Oct,  15 

Oklahoma  City — Formal  opening  of  the 
new  quarters  of  the  local  Variety  Club 
has  been  set  for  October  15,  according  to 
L.  C.  Griffith,  chief  barker.  Negotia- 
tions have  been  completed  with  Dan 
James,  manager  of  the  Black  Hotel  here, 
for  leasing  of  the  penthouse  as  club  quar- 
ters. Negotiations  were  handled  by  the 
house  committee  composed  of  Morris 
Loewenstein,  Horace  Falls  and  Otto 
Rhode. 

At  the  meeting  last  week,  37  new  mem- 
bers were  taken  into  the  organization, 
bringing  the  total  to  well  past  70,  accord- 
ing to  Griffith.  The  charter  rolls  will 
be  closed  October  15  when  club  quarters 
are  dedicated. 

Henry  Griffing,  local  theatrical  attorney, 
has  been  named  counsel  for  the  club. 


MAJVY 

have  been  in  to  see  us  and  closed  deals 
for  new  equipment. 

You,  Too,  Should  Replace  Your 
Obsolete  Equipment  NOW! 

— With— 

New  OPERADIO  * Rectifier  Tubes 

MATCHED  UNIT 

AMPLIFIER  - SPEAKER 
Systems 


Matched  Unit 
Complete  Sound 
Systems 


Photoelectric  Cells 


Amplifier  Tubes 


Exciter  Lamps 


Carver  Rectifiers 
Carbons 


Reflector  Arc  Lamps 


Used  Machines 
Powers  or  Simplex 
Powers  Machine  Parts 
and  Repairs 


BLOWERS 

FOR  WINTER  VENTILATION 


V-Belt  Drives 


ADVANCE 

Speakers  Horns  ^ popcorn  machines 

AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCESSORIES  FOR  THE  THEATRE 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

“Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always” 

210  SOUTH  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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^LONG  the  Row:  J.  L.  Hutchinson  of 
Austell;  Wendell  Welch,  Strand,  Dal- 
las, Ga.;  Harvey  Woodward,  Winder,  Ga. 

Alfred  N.  Sack,  president  of  Sack 
Amusement,  was  in  town  for  a couple  of 
days  from  the  home  office  at  Dallas,  Tex. 

John  Jenkins  has  returned  from  a trip 
to  Dallas  and  Oklahoma,  coming  home 
by  way  of  New  Orleans, 

W.  L.  Parker  of  the  Atlantic  exchange, 
Charlotte,  and  wife  and  daughter,  visited 
J.  U.  McCormick  for  a few  days.  Mrs. 
McCormick  returned  to  Charlotte  with  the 
Parkers.  Mr.  McCormick  plans  a trip  to 
Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

John  Elder  will  manage  the  Hangar 
Theatre,  new  $50,000  house  leased  by  Louis 
Teplis,  due  to  open  October  5-6.  The 
house,  seating  500,  is  part  of  the  Candler 
airport,  Irving  development  at  Hapeville, 
suburban  Atlanta.  Jimmy  Duffy  and  his 
orchestra  and  five  acts  of  vaudeville  will 
feature  the  gala  opening.  Teplis  formerly 
operated  houses  at  Union  Point  and 
Greensboro,  Ga. 

L.  J.  Duncan  of  West  Point  held  a 
screening  of  the  Louis-Pastor  fight  pic- 
tures for  Jan  Garber,  orchestra  leader. 

Bob  Wilby  has  returned  from  an  ex- 
tended motor  trip  . . . C.  H.  Robuck, 
Columbia  shipping  clerk,  is  recovering 
from  a recent  illness. 

Carlton  Smith,  Columbia  bookkeeper, 
was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Chambers, 
of  Bolton,  on  his  vacation. 

Columbia  is  making  plans  for  the  pre- 
view at  W.  Murray’s  Rialto  Theatre  of 
“Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington,”  new 
Frank  Capra  opus  starring  James  Stew- 
art and  Jean  Arthur. 

New  faces  at  RKO:  Miss  Ardnell  Bur- 
dick and  Miss  Helen  Kilpatrick,  replacing 
Louise  Miller  and  Edna  Saeker,  recent 
brides. 

RKO’s  Hubert  Lyon  was  out  of  town 
last  week  on  business. 

Frank  Bryant  of  Green  Cove  Springs, 
Fla.,  has  sold  his  Clay  Theatre  to  Earle 
Fain  of  Leesburg,  Fla. 

More  Row  visitors:  Jim  Jarrell,  Com- 


Background Shots  for 
"Grapes  of  Wrath" 

Oklahoma  City — Otto  Brower  and  a 
20th-Fox  camera  and  technical  crew 
were  in  and  around  Sallisaw,  Okla., 
last  week  shooting  background  and 
atmospheric  scenes  for  "The  Grapes 
of  Wrath"  and,  as  usual,  newspapers 
gave  the  jaunt  plenty  of  publicity. 


merce,  Ga.;  L.  J,  Duncan  and  Aubrey  Gay, 
West  Point,  Ga. 

B.  D.  Benton  of  Benton  Delivery  is  back 
on  the  Row  after  a serious  illness.  He  is 
much  improved  in  health. 

Lester  Coleman,  Paramount  auditor,  is 
in  town  for  a week. 

Ed  Pentecost,  Grand  manager,  drew  at- 
tention during  the  run  of  “Thunder 
Afloat”  with  a Navy  recruiting  station  in 
the  theatre  lobby. 

Betty  Lawrence,  three-year-old  daugh- 


ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Lawrence  of 
Atlanta,  left  with  her  parents  for  the  west 
coast,  where  the  youngster  plans  to  study 
for  a film  career.  Atlanta  gave  Jane 
Withers  and  Dixie  Dunbar  to  Hollywood. 

The  Atlanta  Better  Films  Committee 
met  last  week  at  the  Athletic  Club.  Mrs. 
Frank  Freeman,  wife  of  the  vice-president 
of  Paramount,  was  among  honor  guests. 

Motion  Picture  Ad  Service,  under  man- 
agement of  W.  Johnson,  has  opened  offices 
in  the  Rhodes-Haverty  building.  The  of- 
fice may  become  a divisional  headquar- 
ters, said  Johnson. 


DEPENDABLE 

SINCE  1896 

MOTIOGRAPH'S 
UNRIVALED  43-YEAR 
HISTORY  PROVES 
MOTIOGRAPH  HAS 
ALWAYS  BUILT 
DEPENDABLE 
PROJECTORS 


Time  Proven 
Dependability 
Is  Coupled 
With  Tested 

Modem  Features  in  Motiograph's  Model  "K"  That 
Assures  the  Exhibitor  of  "The  Utmost  in  Screen 
Results" 

Whether  or  not  you  conremplate  the  immediate  purchase  of  new  pro- 
jectors, you  will  be  inierested  in  the  descriptive  book  on  the  Model  "K” 
Motiograph.  It  contains  a wealth  of  information  on  America's  most 
modern  projection  equipment.  We  will  be  glad  to  send  you  a copy. 
There  is  no  obligation,  of  course. 


WIL-Km 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


331  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 
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Three  Defendants  Are 
Granted  More  Time 


Doings  in  the  Carolinas 


Oklahoma  City — Three  defendants  in 
the  department  of  justice  suit  against 
Griffith  circuit  companies  and  distributors 
were  granted  20  additional  days  to  file 
a reply  to  the  government’s  brief  in  Judge 
Edgar  S.  Vaught’s  court  last  week.  These 
are  United  Artists  Corp.,  Universal  Film 
Exchanges,  Inc.,  and  Columbia  Pictures, 
Inc. 

Previously,  Judge  Vaught  had  granted 
five  days’  time  but  on  appearance  last 
week  extended  this  to  20  days.  The  briefs 
are  with  respect  to  a defense  motion  ask- 
ing that  the  government  be  forced  to  file 
a bill  of  particulars  and  make  charges 
more  definite. 

At  the  first  and  only  hearing  so  far. 
Judge  Vaught  heard  arguments,  then  sug- 
gested that  each  side  file  memorandum 
briefs  with  him  for  study  upon  which  to 
base  his  decision  on  the  first  motions. 

Defendant  briefs  were  filed  first,  fol- 
lowed by  the  government’s  brief,  then  the 
grant  of  additional  time  for  answer  briefs 
by  defendants. 


An  October  2 Hearing  for 
Oklahoma  Theatres.  Inc. 

Oklahoma  City — October  2 has  been 
set  by  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah  as  the  time 
when  he  will  hear  the  application  for  an 
injunction  by  Oklahoma  Theatres,  Inc., 
which  is  asking  the  court  to  force  various 
distributors  here  to  sell  it  product  for  the 
Odeon  Theatre  at  Shawnee,  Okla.,  op- 
erated by  A.  B.  Momand. 

It  is  alleged  exchanges  here  have  films 
not  at  present  contracted  for  in  Shawnee, 
for  second  and  subsequent  runs,  which 
they  refuse  to  sell  to  the  Odeon. 


A NE’W  theatre  was  opened  recently  in 
Rockingham  by  H.  B.  Meiselman  of 
Southern  Pines.  It  is  called  the  Strand  . . . 
H.  C.  Wall,  operator  of  the  Richmond  in 
Rockingham,  is  to  build  a third  theatre 
there  on  the  lot  east  of  the  bus  station. 
The  new  house  will  be  called  the  “Little” 
Theatre.  It  will  give  Wall  two  theatres  in 
Rockingham  under  the  management  of 
W.  H.  “Cotton”  Eubanks. 

Shore  and  Sellars  have  opened  the 
Blacksburg  at  Blacksburg,  S.  C.  . . . L.  A. 
Linder  will  open  a neio  theatre  at  Pied- 
mont, S.  C.  S0071.  Linder  operates  a thea- 
tre in  Greenville  also. 

L.  Glenn  Davis  opened  the  new  Louis- 
burg  Theatre  at  Louisburg  on  September 
21  and  at  Florence,  S.  C.,  Dewey  McDer- 
mon  soon  will  open  his  new  house  to  be 
called  the  Roxy. 

J.  A.  Reyiiolds  of  Shelby  expects  to  open 
his  new  house  October  15. 

H.  H.  Everett  and  Worth  Stewart  have 
taken  over  the  Piquout  Theatre  at  Angier, 
S.  C.,  from  R.  P.  Rosser. 

The  North  Carolina  Theatres,  Inc.,  have 
giveji  a contract  to  Barger  Brothers  of 
Mooresville  for  the  construction  of  a new 
theafre  at  Monroe. 

Bill  Gray,  who  formerly  operated  the 
Carolina  at  Gastonia,  has  taken  over  the 
Rex  at  Bessemer  City.  The  Rex  is  to  be 
renovated. 

Albert  Sottile  has  opened  two  of  his 
theatres  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  They  were 
closed  for  the  suimner. 


S.  S.  Stevenson  is  renovating  the  Star 
at  Rock  Hill,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  John  Prevo  died  at  her  home  in 
Thornasville  last  week.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband  with  whom  she  worked  in 
operating  their  theatres,  the  Palace  and 
State,  at  Thornasville  for  many  years. 

Eastern  Carolina  was  represented  last 
week  on  the  Row  by  C.  A.  Turnage  of 
Washington;  Jimmie  Earnhart  of  Edenton 
and  J.  W.  Watts  of  Williamston. 

“Diamond”  Dick  Aiiderson,  Pathe  News 
representative  was  a recent  visitor  in  the 
local  RKO  offices. 

W.  E.  Green,  president  of  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.  from  New  York,  and 
Oscar  S.  Oldknow,  district  manager  from 
Los  Angeles,  were  visitors  in  Charlotte  last 
week. 

Hubert  Lyons,  district  manager  for  RKO, 
was  seen  on  the  Row  last  week.  And  Mrs. 
Charlie  Picquet  of  Southern  Pines  and 
Pinehurst  also,  Jimmie  Williamson  of  the 
H.  H.  Anderson  circuit  with  headquarters 
at  Dillon,  S.  C. 

There  was  a good  attendance  of  the 
members  of  the  TOA  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  at  the  directors  meeting  recently 
held  in  Charlotte.  This  is  the  first  time 
the  members  were  invited  to  sit  in  on  the 
deliberations  of  the  directors  and  the  re- 
sponse was  heartening. 

The  Lexingto7i  board  of  city  commis- 
sio7iers  declmed  a suggestio7i  that  motion 
picture  houses  be  ope7i  07i  Sundays. 

Durham  city  council  has  extended  the 
lease  of  Carolina  Theatre  to  North  Caro- 
lina Theatres,  Inc.,  until  such  time  as  liti- 
gation over  the  city’s  right  to  rent  the 
theatre  to  a private  party  is  passed  upon 
by  the  supreme  court.  The  city  won  its 
superior  court  fight,  but  opponents  of  the 
lease  appealed. 

Work  is  progressing  07i  co7istruction  of 
the  Vass  (N.  C.)  Theatre. 

F.  L.  Turlington  plans  to  erect  a mod- 
ern building  at  Clinton  for  Clinton  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  operators  of  the  Gem  and  State. 
Henry  Vann  is  one  of  the  principal  stock- 
holders in  the  theatre  operating  firm. 

The  Charlotte  Fmer  Film  Forum  has 
started  its  an7iual  membership  campaign. 
The  Forum  was  established  last  year  by 
the  Visulite  Theatre  and  offers  its  mem- 
bership at  least  five  outsta7iding  films 
which  will  7iot  reach  local  screens  through 
regular  cha7inels. 

A new  theatre  seating  316  patrons  has 
been  opened  at  Rockingham  by  H.  B. 
Meiselman  of  Southern  Pines.  The  house  is 
called  the  Strand.  H.  C.  WaU,  operator 
of  the  Richmond  Theatre,  plans  a new 
house  seating  500  persons. 

Frank  Remsburg  of  the  Paramount  and 
M.  L.  Purnell  of  the  Carolina,  Goldsboro, 
attended  the  meetmg  of  local  managers 
of  North  Carolina  Theatres  at  Durham. 
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A Memphis  Variety 
Golf  Tournament 


Memphis — The  Variety  Club  golf  tour- 
nament, which  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  MPTO  convention,  took  place 
Monday  afternoon  at  1:30  at  the  Chicka- 
saw Country  Club,  where  approximately 
35  ardent  golf  fans  waged  the  battle  of 
the  century.  After  18  holes,  each  con- 
testant was  handicapped  accordingly, 
which  resulted  in  the  following  winners: 

E.  R.  Gillette  and  Jack  Calhoun  tied 
for  low  net  score,  and  the  tie  will  have  to 
be  played  off  at  a later  date  to  determine 
the  winner  of  the  Lightman  trophy.  The 
second  low  net  score  was  also  a tie.  Hen- 
ley Smith  of  Pocahontas  and  Orris  Col- 
lins of  Paragould  were  forced  to  draw 
for  the  prize,  which  was  a golf  sweater. 
Henley  Smith  was  the  lucky  fellow.  And 
the  third  low  net  was  a tie — this  be- 
ing between  J.  W.  Eaton  of  the  Peabody 
Theatre,  Memphis,  and  Gordon  Lee  Hutch- 
ins of  Corning,  Ark.  The  prize  was  a golf 
shirt,  won  by  Gordon  Lee.  The  first  low 
gross,  or  actual  shooting  score,  was  won 
by  Lawrence  Landers  of  Batesville,  Ark., 
and  was  a beautiful  golf  bag.  The  second 
low  gross  was  won  by  P.  E.  Morris  of 
Indianola,  Miss.  The  prize  was  golf  shoes. 
The  third  low  gross  was  won  by  Bailey 
Prichard  of  Peerless  Poster.  A jacket  was 
the  award. 

The  first  high  net  score  went  to  Jake 
Scharff,  and  the  prize  was  a sweater. 
The  second  high  net  score  was  won  by 
L.  F.  Haven  jr.  of  Forrest  City,  the  prize 
being  a golf  shirt.  The  third  high  net 
was  tied  by  B.  F.  Busby  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures in  Little  Rock  and  Steve  Stein  of 
the  Met  Theatre  at  Jackson,  Tenn.  Prize 
was  a shirt  and  was  won  by  Busby  in  the 
final  drawing. 

The  first  high  gross  prize  (shirt)  went 
to  Bill  Scruggs.  For  the  second  high  gross, 
won  by  Bob  Conway  of  National  Screen, 
the  prize  was  a golf  sweater.  The  third 
high  gross,  which  was  also  a sweater,  was 
won  by  Henry  Glover  of  Republic  Pictures 
in  Tampa. 

The  consolation  prize,  which  was  three 
hood  covers  for  golf  clubs,  was  awarded 
J.  FYank  Willingham  of  Metro. 


Teachers  Named  to  Direct 
Motion  Picture  Division 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — R.  C.  Hall,  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  has  named  teachers 
who  will  have  charge  of  motion  pictures  in 
the  visual  education  classes  at  senior  high 
school  and  three  junior  highs.  Charles  F. 
Allen  was  named  supervisor.  Miss  Ruth 
Tucker,  public  relations  officer  of  the  Ar- 
kansas Amusement  Corp.,  will  send  to  each 
school  a list  of  coming  current  films  two 
weeks  in  advance. 

Ralph  Noble,  manager  of  the  Arkansas 
Amusement  Corp.,  has  been  asked  to  fur- 
nish each  school  with  one  complimentary 
copy  of  the  Study  Guide  which  is  pub- 
lished for  the  study  of  coming  films. 


Interstate  Melba  in  Dallas  to 
Newsreel  Policy  October  9 


By  V.  W.  CRISP 

Dallas — The  Melba,  reduced  about  two 
months  ago  to  showing  second  runs  down- 
town, undergoes  another  change  in  its 
policy,  starting  October  9,  when  that  house 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  each  week  will 
be  known  as  a newsreel  theatre. 

Best  shots  of  the  five  prevailing  news- 
reels will  be  culled  and  assembled  for  an 
hour’s  entertainment  on  these  days  with 
strong  shorts,  including  cartoons,  added 
to  complete  the  programs. 

While  the  Melba  will  not  show  exclu- 
sively newsreels  seven  days  a week,  the 
two-day  plan  is  a departure  in  showman- 
ship for  this  territory.  Neither  will  book- 
ings for  the  all  news  programs  be  a hop, 
skip  and  jump  affair.  In  other  words. 
News  No.  ? of  one  company  will  not  be 
booked  to  go  with  News  No.  ? from  an- 
other company. 

On  the  other  hand,  Melba  news  shows 
will  be  booked  according  to  selections  by 
a board,  headed  by  Mrs.  Short  and  made 
up  of  a local  journalist,  a local  history  pro- 
fessor and  Ainsley  G.  Wood,  Melba  man- 
ager. Naturally  the  newspaper  man  will 


< Continued  from  page  76) 
ley  and  Fred  Hoejischeidt,  Griffith  Thea- 
tres, Dallas;  M.  B.  Tritch,  Oklahoma  City; 
H.  C.  Miller,  Tyler;  Jack  M.  Corgan,  thea- 
tre architect,  Dallas;  and  Hiram  David 
Parks,  Warner  Bros.,  Dallas. 

For  some  unaccountable  reason  there 
were  more  exhibitors  on  the  Row  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  than  there  were  Mon- 
day. Among  them  were:  W.  J.  Wooten, 
Canyon;  Homer  Mulkey,  Clarendon;  J.  T. 
Darsey,  Lindale;  B.  R.  McLendon,  Atlanta; 
George  Smith,  Center;  Harold  Cunyus, 
Waco;  Karl  Tate,  Valley  Mills  and  others. 

R.  Q.  Coleman  is  celebrating  four  years 
as  owner  and  operator  of  the  Matex  Thea- 
tre at  Mabank.  He  entered  that  town  on 
a small  seale,  improving  his  plant  into  a 
new  building  and  a modern  theatre.  His 
little  daughter,  who  hasn’t  been  talking 
so  long,  is  also  a big  booster  for  the  show. 
She  is  said  to  be  quite  an  attraction  as  she 
walks  down  the  street  shouting,  “Hi,  Yo, 
Silver.” 

Louis  Charninsky,  Elm  Street’s  leading 
front  man,  represented  Interstate  and  co- 
operated with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  putting  over  a trade  trip  to  Corsicana 
for  the  opening  of  Novarro  County’s  fair. 
Louis  was  in  charge  of  the  ballyhoo  and 
handled  distribution  of  souvenirs  and  lit- 
erature plugging  the  State  Fair  of  Texas, 
which  starts  next  month. 


look  out  for  news  appeal,  the  professor 
will  guard  facts  and  authenticity.  Wood 
and  Mrs.  Short  know  something  about 
what  the  public  will  pay  to  see.  And  this 
combination  has  the  closest  cooperation  of 
J.  O.  Cherry,  Interstate  city  manager,  who 
expresses  enthusiasm  for  the  whole  idea. 
War  pictures  and  their  accompanying 
sound  and  narration  influenced  the  pres- 
ent all  news  programs,  it  was  said. 

During  recent  months.  Interstate  Cir- 
cuit has  been  dominant  in  its  use  and 
promotion  of  short  subjects.  All  shorts 
programs  and  a five  shorts  and  feature  bill 
have  been  highly  successful  in  a number 
of  houses.  Interstate’s  partiality  to  shorts 
for  the  virtue  of  well-balanced  programs 
corresponds  to  the  circuit’s  denunciation 
of  double  feature  bills. 

A circuit  spokesman  said  the  only  thing 
Karl  Hoblitzelle  does  hate  is  double  bills, 
going  on  to  say  that  Hoblitzelle  saw  and 
sees  now  that  exhibition  of  two  features 
for  the  price  of  one  cheapens  the  product. 

In  this  connection  it  was  said  that  Hol- 
lywood could  have  stopped  the  double  fea- 
ture system,  but  didn’t.  Instead,  Holly- 
wood made  pictures  definitely  for  the  sec- 
ondary showings  on  double  feature  pro- 
grams. As  a result.  Interstate  found  it- 
self exhibiting  the  tailend  of  a double  bill 
without  the  front  end,  according  to  the 
comment. 

This  condition  has  been  and  is  now  be- 
ing combated  by  Interstate  with  a varied 
program  including  feature,  and  shorts  of 
comedies,  musicals,  news,  cartoons  and 
whatever  else  in  shorts  the  industry  has 
to  offer. 

In  this  earnestness  to  put  over  the  ex- 
isting shorts  and  to  encourage  more  and 
better  production  in  this  class,  Mrs.  Short 
is  in  sole  authority  to  book  and  exploit 
added  attractions  over  the  entire  circuit. 
With  her  rests  the  success  or  failure  of 
Hoblitzelle’s  belief  in  the  balanced  pro- 
gram in  which  his  assistant,  R.  J.  O'Don- 
nell enthusiastically  concurs.  Mrs.  Short 
maintains  in  her  department  a separate 
bureau  of  publicity  and  advertising  for 
short  subjects  with  James  N.  Gardner  fill- 
ing this  berth. 


Cast  in  "Passage" 

Hollywood — Robert  Barrat,  Nat  Pen- 
dleton, Montagu  Love,  Don  Castle  and 
Rand  Brooks  have  been  added  to  the  cast 
of  Metro’s  “Northwest  Passage.” 


Build  Profits — Patronage  with  0 

PARAMOUNT  PREMIUM  CO. 

IKE  KATZ,  Sales  Mgr. 

210  H.  St.  N.  W.  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 
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Queries  Would  Show 
Coercion  in  Miami 

'Continued  from  page  75) 
clearance  periods  as  they  were  then  being 
enforced  in  the  Miami  area.  The  code 
authority  had  voted  against  them.  Other 
independent  theatres  at  that  time  included 
the  Regent,  the  Hialeah  and  the  Biltmore, 
he  added. 

In  response  as  to  whether  he  bought 
on  a flat  rental  basis  or  a percentage, 
Walder  said  he  had  neither  responsibility 
nor  authorization  in  purchasing  of  pic- 
tures. 

All  questions  concerning  amounts  paid 
for  pictures  and  gross  receipts  and  license 
fees  were  protested  by  the  attorney  for 
the  Paramount  interests. 

Walder  did  state,  however,  that  under 
his  own  independent  operation  he  had 
paid  from  20  to  40  per  cent  of  gross  re- 
ceipts, and  as  little  as  $15  and  as  much 
as  $200  per  day  on  flat  rentals. 

When  questioned  as  to  how  closely  after 
the  circuits  he  was  permitted  to  have 
pictures,  Walder  testified  that  he  did  not 
know;  that  he  imagined  that  the  sales- 
men of  the  “Big  Eight”  had  not  called  on 
him  until  some  four  months  after  the 
first  run  in  this  area. 

After  frequently  returning  to  the  issue  of 
whether  or  not  he  was  able  to  obtain 
fresher  pictures  after  his  affiliation  with 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc.,  Gibson,  at- 
torney for  the  plaintiffs,  secured  an  af- 
firmative answer  as  the  final  item  of 
Walder ’s  testimony. 

Lynch  Testifies  on 
Obtaining  of  Prints 

Miami — Difficulty  in  getting  prints 
sometimes  makes  it  a matter  not  only  of 
days  but  of  weeks  and  months,  before  cer- 
tain new  pictures  are  obtainable,  W.  R. 
Lynch,  general  manager  of  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  testified  when  additional 
depositions  were  taken  for  the  pending 
Miami  monopoly  suit.  He  and  Norman 
Rossman,  auditor  of  the  local  Paramount 
subsidiary,  appeared  to  answer  queries  of 
the  plaintiff’s  attorney,  Henry  K.  Gibson. 

Lynch  had  given  extensive  testimony 
several  weeks  ago.  Both  he  and  Rossman 
were  questioned  particularly  in  this  cur- 
rent query  about  conditions  surrounding 
the  acquisition  of  a half  interest  in  the 
Tivoli  Theatre  by  Paramount. 

When  questioned  as  to  his  success  in 
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QNE  of  the  nicest  things  that  happened 
to  Filmrow  the  past  week  was  seeing 
Jess  Norman  out  again.  Jess  has  been 
ill  for  the  past  three  months,  and  the 
doctors  advised  him  the  odds  were  100  to 
one  that  he  would  ever  get  well.  How- 
ever, the  grim  determination  and  fight- 
ing spirit  that  has  made  him  one  of  the 
best  exhibitors  in  this  territory,  refused 
to  be  whipped.  He  has  gained  11  pounds 
and,  although  he  is  still  having  to  take 
things  easy,  he  is  well  on  the  road  to 
recovery. 

W.  A.  Rush  of  the  Houston  Theatre, 
Houston,  Miss.,  was  in  town  the  first  of 
the  week  and  advised  about  the  only  thing 
that  could  keep  him  away  from  the 
MPTO  confab  was  the  American  Legion 
Convention  in  Chicago  on  the  2‘ith.  Rush 
left  Wednesday  for  Napoleon,  Ohio,  where 
a reunion  of  his  company  during  the 
World  War  was  being  staged.  He  was  in 
Company  B.  31th  Division  of  the  147fli 
Infantry.  This  was  the  first  time  he  had 
seen  any  of  his  old  buddies  in  over  20 
years.  He  said  he  was  district  commander 
and  was  to  lead  the  parade  in  Chicago, 


securing  films  from  the  other  four  dis- 
tributors, other  than  Warner,  RKO, 
M-G-M  and  Paramount,  the  chain  execu- 
tive said  that  he  had  obtained  some  such 
pictures  during  the  past  year.  Further 
questioned  as  to  whether  or  not  salesmen 
from  Columbia,  United  Artists,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox or  Universal  called  on  him  to 
talk  about  sale  of  first  run  films,  he  said 
that  some  of  them  had  during  the  current 
year.  He  had  not,  however,  bought  any 
recently,  he  added. 

General  laughter  followed  Gibson’s 
query  as  to  “Who  started  the  practice  of 
charging  extra  for  inferior  seats  and 
calling  them  smoking  loges?”  Lynch  dis- 
claimed any  responsibility  for  the  prac- 
tice. saying  that  it  had  been  started  in 
the  north  some  time  ago. 

When  further  questioned  about  the  ex- 
clusive rights  in  Greater  Miami  which 
Paramount  Enterprises  has  to  show  first- 
run  releases  of  four  of  the  major  film 
distributor  companies.  Lynch  said  that  he 
did  not  know  just  how  this  would  apply 
to  new  houses  which  might  be  built  in 
sections  other  than  the  four  municipali- 
ties in  which  there  are  now  theatres. 

“Naturally,  we  would  seek  to  prevent 
any  infringement  on  our  rights  just  as 
any  kind  of  business  seeks  to  minimize 
its  competition,”  Lynch  commented. 

When  asked  if  his  competition  was  not 
almost  nil.  Lynch  answered:  “On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  the  keenest  to  be  found  in  the 
United  States.”  The  attorney  for  the 
plaintiffs  interpolated  that  he  meant  out- 
side of  the  other  circuit. 

Gibson  also  asked  Lynch  what  he 
thought  of  the  statement  that  there  was 
room  in  Greater  Miami  for  25  additional 
theatres,  adding  that  he  knew  men  who 
stocd  ready  to  build  that  many  if  they 
could  be  given  assurance  that  they  could 
get  pictures. 

Lynch’s  answer  was  identical  with  chat 


IP  HI  III  S 

and  just  could  not  miss  it. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Whyte 
Bedford  of  Hamilton,  Ala.;  T.  A.  Wilson, 
Red  Bay,  Ala.;  E.  B.  Brewer,  Waynes- 
boro; H.  G.  Brewer,  Clarksdale;  W.  R. 
Tutt,  Savoy,  Tunica;  R.  V.  McGinnis, 
New,  Hope;  J.  A.  Poole,  Prescott;  Mrs. 
M.  B.  Stegar,  Palace,  Tunica. 

Oscar  Morgan,  division  manager  for 
Paramount,  spent  a couple  of  days  with 
his  local  mayiager.  Bill  Bugie. 

Mrs.  B.  Baradel  of  the  Ritz  Theatre 
at  McGehee  was  in  town  for  the  first 
time  in  many,  many  weeks.  Her  daughter 
had  been  seriously  ill  for  11  weeks  with 
“strep,”  but  is  recovering  and  will  soon  be 
well  again. 

C.  V.  Jones  and  Don  C.  Douglas  of  the 
R&R  office  spent  two  days  in  Memphis 
the  past  week  working  with  their  local 
booker,  Alton  Sims. 

Andy  Fiore,  district  manager  for  Altec 
in  Atlanta,  was  in  town  for  the  MPTO 
convention. 


given  last  week  by  Mitchell  Wolfson,  that 
the  area  was  greatly  overseated  now.  His 
reply  to  the  attorney’s  query  as  to  whether 
or  not  his  chain  did  not  operate  at  a 
profit  was:  “Not  always.” 

In  reply  to  a query  relative  to  what  he 
had  heard  about  the  possibility  of  his  cir- 
cuit’s taking  over  the  Cameo,  Lynch  said, 
“Nothing  definite,”  adding,  under  further 
questioning,  that  his  brother,  S.  A.  Lynch, 
president  of  Paramount  Enterprises,  now 
was  en  route  to  Florida  on  his  yacht. 

When  the  issue  of  cancellation  privileges 
was  brought  up.  Lynch  testified  that  he 
frequently  would  like  to  cancel  more  films 
than  contracts  permitted. 

Relative  to  the  Cinema  Casino,  which 
Paramount  is  operating  on  the  basis  of  a 
contemplated  lease.  Lynch  testified  that  he 
did  not  know  why  the  lease  had  not  been 
executed. 

Protests  by  Defense 

Rossman  was  asked  numerous  specific 
questions  about  finances,  boxoffice  receipts 
of  Paramount  Enterprises  for  1938,  aggre- 
gate amount  of  film  rentals  for  1938,  simi- 
lar questions  about  the  Tivoli,  amount  of 
capital  furnished  by  Paramount  Enter- 
prises at  the  time  of  incorporation  of  the 
Tivoli  Operating  Co.  To  all  of  them,  coun- 
sel for  the  defendants  protested  and  in- 
structed the  witness  not  to  answer. 

After  giving  an  affirmative  answer  to 
the  question,  was  not  Paramount  Enter- 
prises a subsidiary  wholly  owned  by 
Paramount  Pictures,  Rossman  was  further 
questioned  about  the  Sparks  theatres.  He 
said  that  they  were  operated  by  several 
corporations,  some  cf  which  were  Para- 
mount subsidiaries. 

Paramount  Enterprises  was  at  its  in- 
ception a partially  owned  subsidiary,  but 
became  wholly  one  in  1922-23,  Rossman 
said.  Y.  Frank  Freeman  then  was  presi- 
dent, a post  which  S.  A.  Lynch  assumed 
late  in  1936. 
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In  Hollywood — 

Southern  exhibitors  swarmed  over  the 
Warner  lot  in  Burbank,  and  the  cam- 
era caught  the  visitors  as  they 
swarmed.  They  are: 

1.  Fred  V.  Cannata,  right,  of  the 
Horwitz  circuit  at  Houston,  and 
Wayne  Morris. 

2.  R.  B.  Wilby,  left,  Atlanta,  head 
of  the  Wilby -Kincey  circuit  and  his 
own  chain,  and  Jack  L.  Warner,  head 
of  production. 

3.  William  Bell,  right,  of  the  Inter- 
state Circuit  at  Houston,  Mrs.  Bell  and 
a friend  chat  with  Jeffrey  Lynn. 

4.  Fred  S.  Jernigan,  right,  of  the 
Robb  and  Rowley  chain,  Dallas,  with 
Wayne  Morris. 

5.  C.  S.  Driscoll,  right,  of  the  Inter- 
state Circuit  in  Dallas,  and  a party  of 
friends,  with  May  Robson. 


In  New  York — 

At  the  Paramount  World’s  Fair  lounge 
are  E.  F.  and  Mrs.  Brady  (below!  of 
the  Valley  Theatres  with  headquar- 
ters in  San  Benito,  Tex. 
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Dixie  Doins' 

. By  “AL”  HENDERSON  - 


JJN JOYED  a luncheon  with  members  of 
the  Variety  Club  in  Memphis  as  the 
guest  of  our  charming  Boxoffice  corre- 
spondent, Carolyne  Miller.  The  club  really 
is  putting  their  milk  fimd  campaign  over 
with  a bang  due  to  the  wholehearted  co- 
operation of  Memphis  filmdom.  They  are 
a live  gang. 


Hilton  Moss  of  Laurel,  Miss.,  is  open- 
ing a new  Negro  theatre  within  the  next 
30  days  on  the  southside  of  town. 


Caught  that  genial  Republic  film  ped- 
dler, George  Nunngessor  of  New  Orleans, 
working  the  Mississippi  Delta  and  he  re- 
ported business  good.  In  case  you  don’t 
know  it,  George  is  a singer  of  no  mean 
ability,  having  had  radio  experience  and 
can  do  a mean  “Dowm  by  the  Old  Mill 
Stream.” 


Bill  Lake,  former  booker  for  RKO  at 
Charlotte,  has  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
Monogram  salesmen  working  out  of  New 
Orleans. 


Had  a pleasant  visit  with  Harry  Spann, 
Monogram  manager  at  New  Orleans,  and 
was  advised  that  Southern  Ti’ailer-Made 
has  started  to  serve  Twentieth  Century 
Preview  Trailers  to  exhibitors  in  the  New 
Orleans  zone,  also  Deluxe  Ti-ailers  on  all 
“A”  productions. 


Ran  into  Harold  Wilkes,  southern  dis- 
trict manager  for  Paramount,  at  the  New 
Orleans  office  and  he  was  accompanied 
by  O.  M.  Morgan,  division  manager  . . . 
Jack  Price,  local  Paramount  manager, 
has  returned  to  his  office  after  a honey- 
moon. 


£|DDIE  DURHAM,  former  local  manager 
for  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres,  Inc.,  at 
Conchas  Dam,  N.  M.,  was  in  Oklahoma 
City  en  route  to  Wilburton,  Okla.,  to  take 
over  management  of  the  American  Thea- 
tre there,  recently  acquired  by  K.  Lee 
Williams  Theatres,  Inc.,  from  J.  E.  Mc- 
Ginley. 

Ray  Higdon,  well  knovxn  in  Oklahoma 
City  film  circles,  is  now  connected  with 
the  K.  Lee  Williams  and  R.  E.  Griffith 
theatre  enterprises. 

Dee  Fuller,  manager  of  the  Circle, 
pulled  one  for  “The  Cisco  Kid.”  Dee  erect- 
ed a grave  on  the  most  prominent  corner 
of  the  suburb  here  where  his  theatre  is 
located,  with  the  grave  marker  reading: 
•'Here  lies  the  gent  who  thought  he  could 
shoot  it  out  with  ’The  Cisco  Kid’.” 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-H665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


Reports  on  New  Orleans  Pilmrow  have 
it  that  Lionel  Delacroix,  exhibitor  at  Pla- 
quemine.  La.,  is  erecting  a new  theatre 
there. 


A new  concern  known  as  the  Black  Gold 
Theatres,  Inc.,  of  Cutoff,  La.,  has  just 
completed  erection  of  a new  house  at  this 
point  with  a seating  capacity  of  598  to 
open  any  day  now.  It  has  been  named 
the  Star.  John  M.  Guidry  is  the  president. 
W.  A.  Prewitt  jr.  of  the  American  Desk 
Co.  was  busy  installing  the  seats  during 
our  visit. 


Jeff  Rebstock  of  Golden  Meadows,  La., 
has  just  completed  a new  theatre  at  a 
point  near  Cutoff  and  will  begin  opera- 
tion there  soon. 


R.  J.  Brunett,  operating  the  Imperial 
Theatre  in  New  Orleans,  is  installing  new 
seats. 


Ernest  Drake,  Ponchatoula,  La.,  exhibi- 
tor, has  just  returned  from  an  eight-day 
fishing  trip  at  Grand  Isle.  He  went  in  his 
cabin  cruiser  down  the  Mississippi  to  its 
mouth,  then  40  miles  to  Grand  Isle  after 
mackeral.  He  reports  he  caught  plenty. 
Some  guys  have  all  the  luck.  The  writer 
can’t  even  find  time  to  use  some  new 
plugs  he  bought  this  spring,  but  continues 
to  live  in  hopes  of  doing  so  later  this  fall. 


Called  around  to  say  hello  to  L.  V. 
Seicshnaydre,  Republic  manager  in  New 
Orleans,  and  was  informed  he  had  gone  to 
Nashville  on  a business  trip. 


According  to  all  reports  around  the  New 
Orleans  territory,  business  is  showing  a 
nice  increase. 


And  a plug  for  Paul  Townsend,  manager 
of  the  Liberty,  who  set  one  of  his  boys  in 
a rocking  chair  in  front  of  the  theatre.  A 
sign  on  it  said:  “I’m  waiting  to  see  Joe 
Penner  in  ‘The  Day  the  Bookies  Wept’.’’ 

A personal  thanks  to  those  who  voted 
yours  truly  into  the  Variety  Club  here,  be- 
cause we  haven’t  got  around  to  thanking 
everybody  personally  yet. 

Ask  T.  B.  Noble  jr.  who  that  was  sitting 
in  his  own  chair  the  other  day  peering  at 
the  company  books  with  Noble  across  the 
desk  in  the  visitor’s  chair  watching  very, 
very  closely  . . . and  we  do  mean  very,  very. 

Basil  of  the  Standard  art  staff  takes  one 
of  these  here  Bill  Holman  picture-in-an- 
other-picture  things  and  enlarges  same, 
adds  color  and  presents  it  to  E.  A.  Pat- 
chen.  Standard  assistant  general  manager, 
for  his  office  wall. 

Phyllis  Isley’s  first  picture  to  be  shown 
in  Oklahoma  City  will  be  “Dick  Tracy’s  G- 
Men’’  serial  set  for  Morris  Loewenstein’s 
Majestic  shortly. 


Bill  by  Elmer  Thomas 
To  Curb  War  Films 

Oklahoma  City — Word  is  received  here 
that  Sen.  Elmer  Thomas  has  a strict  cen- 
sorship bill  ready  for  introduction  in  the 
present  special  session  of  Congress.  It 
would  rigidly  curb  radio  programs,  pic- 
tures and  theatres  in  connection  with  war 
subjects. 

“The  censorship  would  be  with  a view 
of  giving  the  people  facts  only  and  no 
rumors,”  Senator  Thomas  states.  “There 
have  been  too  many  rumors  up  to  now 
and  too  many  pictures  which,  while  prob- 
ably factual,  tend  to  incite  people  and 
cause  them  to  lose  their  neutrality.” 

Exactly  what  provisions  the  bill  will 
contain  is  known  only  to  Senator  Thomas. 
In  Washington,  he  has  intimated  he  will 
not  reveal  its  contents  until  he  intro- 
duces it  before  the  senate. 


Federal  Official  Returns 
After  Orpheum  Probe 

Memphis — John  Clagett,  special  assist- 
ant to  Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy, 
returned  to  Washington  last  night  after 
three  days  spent  here  in  probing  an  al- 
leged “freezeout”  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
in  the  distribution  of  motion  picture 
products. 

Clagett  declined  to  reveal  his  findings, 
stating  he  would  report  to  his  sujieriors 
in  the  anti-trust  division  of  the  depart- 
ment of  justice.  While  here  he  questioned 
the  management  of  the  Orpheum,  mana- 
gers of  the  various  motion  picture  ex- 
changes, M.  A.  Lightman,  local  theatre 
managers  and  others  associated  with  the 
industry. 

The  Orpheum  management  had  request- 
ed Washington  authorities  to  investigate 
its  alleged  inability  to  buy  product  from 
the  film  producers  last  spring  and  had 
filed  a lengthy  letter  of  complaint  cover- 
ing a period  of  several  years. 


M.  S.  McLemore  Takes 
The  Palace  in  Plano 

Dallas  — M.  S.  McLemore,  cashier  at 
20th  Century-Fox  and  owner  of  the  build- 
ing which  houses  that  office,  has  pur- 
chased the  Palace  at  Plano  from  Mrs. 
Imogene  Crawford,  according  to  D.  L. 
Howard,  manager  of  the  house  for  sev- 
eral years.  McLemore  made  the  buy  for 
his  son,  who  will  operate  the  house.  The 
transfer  was  to  be  made  October  1. 

Mrs.  Crawford  opened  the  Plano  five 
years  ago.  Her  home  is  in  Fort  Worth. 

Howard  said  he  would  remain  with  the 
theatre  for  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 


Fight  Film  Pulls 

Dallas — The  Louis-Pastor  fight  picture 
continued  to  draw  well  at  the  Rialto 
throughout  the  week.  Circuits  have  dated 
it  in  in  practically  all  spots.  A.  Harris 
is  the  distributor. 
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j^ECENT  visitors  around  the  Azteca 
Films  office  here  included  Johnny  Long 
and  his  booker,  Theo  Roudtt,  Bay  City; 
Jose  Mozola,  Lauda,  Smithville,  and 
Tomas  Garcia,  booking  manager  for  the 
Laredo  Theatres,  Inc.,  Laredo,  Tex. 

Some  12,000  visitors  and  dealers  attend- 
ed the  Radio  Show  held  at  “Radio  Center” 
on  the  mezzanine  floor  of  the  Gunter  Hotel 
last  week.  Showing  of  all  1940  sets  was 
sponsored  by  local  distributors  and  Radio 
Station  KTSA.  All  local  programs  were  re- 
mote from  the  floor. 

The  Texas  State  Opera  Co.  of  San  An- 
tonio has  been  formed  here  with  Dr.  Otto 
Wick,  composer-pianist,  as  director.  First 
musical  drama  slated  for  production  will 
be  “The  Tales  of  Hoffman”  to  play  here 
December  7,  then  go  on  tour  of  Dallas, 
Port  Worth,  Wichita  FaUs  and  Houston. 
Organization  has  a directorship  of  30 
members. 

The  management  of  the  Joy  Theatre 
here  has  declared  a moratorium  on  all 
passes  . . . Olga  Zander  is  the  new  cashier 
in  the  Municipal  Auditorium  boxoffice  . . . 
Lynn  Kreuger  spent  his  vacation  at  the 
Yellowstone  National  Park  . . . Madge 
Doyle,  erstwhile  employe  at  the  Texas 
Theatre,  has  gone  to  work  for  the  Saint 
Anthony  Hotel  here  as  information  and 
mail  clerk  . . . LeeRoy  Handley,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Majestic,  was  in  Laredo  on 
business  for  the  circuit  . . . Manager 
Homer  LeTempt  of  the  Aztec  Theatre  is 
touring  the  eastern  cities  and  taking  in 
some  of  the  big  time  pig-skin  tussles  . . . 
Rex  Stuart,  western  star-producer  of  Hol- 
lywood, was  in  the  Alamo  City  from  loca- 
tion work  in  southwest  Texas. 

Lupe  Velez,  the  fiery  Mexican  screen 
player,  planed  through  here  Friday  night, 
en  route  from  Mexico  City  to  Hollywood. 

Austin  News  Item:  “Skinny”  Pryor’s 
Cactus  Theatre  recently  installed  all  new 
RCA  sound  equipment. 

Local  notes:  The  Joy  has  raised  night 
prices  from  10  to  15  cents  . . . Skipper 
Johnny  Ploore  of  the  Texas,  has  adopted 
four  new  pet  canines. 


Oklahoma  City  Bowling 
Enters  Third  Week 

Oklahoma  City  — The  local  Filmrow 
Bowling  League  went  into  its  third  week 
of  play  with  20th  Century-Pox  winning 
three  games  from  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, Clark’s  Poster  winning  two  from  and 
losing  one  to  Paramount,  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  beating  Warner  Bros,  three  out 
of  five  and  Standard  Theatres  scoring 
two  out  of  three  wins  over  RKO. 


Cooling  at  Columbia 

New  Orleans — An  air  conditioning  sys- 
tem has  been  installed  in  the  local  Co- 
lumbia exchange  by  Equitable  Equipment 
Co.,  Westinghouse  distributor  here 


Ray  Coley  of  Little  Rock 
Dies  in  Auto  Mishap 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Ray  C.  Coley,  aged 
38,  until  two  months  ago  assistant  resident 
manager  for  the  Arkansas  Amusement 
Corp.,  was  fatally  injured  at  his  home 
here  Monday,  September  25,  when  he  was 
crushed  under  his  automobile. 

Coley  had  placed  the  car  on  jacks  and 
was  under  it,  making  some  repairs  when 
the  machine  apparently  slipped  from  the 
jacks  and  fell  on  him. 

He  was  a native  of  Corsicana,  Tex. 
Before  coming  to  Little  Rock  14  years 
ago,  he  was  in  the  theatre  business  in 
Jackson,  Tenn.  He  was  formerly  with  the 
old  Majestic  Theatre  staff  in  Little  Rock. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  a son, 
Curtis;  a daughter,  Jo  Ann;  a sister.  Miss 
Marian  Coley,  all  of  Little  Rock,  and 
three  brothers,  Curtis,  of  Marion,  Ind.; 
A.  J.  of  Houston,  Tex.,  and  Tyrol  Coley 
of  Fort  Sill,  Okla. 


Vacation  in  East 

DeLand,  Fla. — J.  Paul  Smith,  owner- 
manager  of  the  Washington  Theatre  here, 
is  vacationing  in  the  east  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  daughter,  Carol  Jean.  They 
will  take  in  the  World’s  Pair.  Smith’s 
mother,  Mrs.  S.  T.  Smith,  is  managing  the 
theatre  in  his  absence. 


INSTALLATION  of  new  cushion  seats  and 

a larger  new  type  of  screen  is  an- 
nounced by  Harry  D.  Bogart,  manager  of 
the  Imperial,  Marianna. 

The  Strand,  Clarksville,  recently  held 
its  annual  “freshman  night”  when  all 
College  of  the  Ozarks  freshmen  were  in- 
vited to  be  guests  of  the  management. 

Cecil  Cupp,  Arkadelphia  theatre  owner, 
has  announced  he  will  soon  build  a Colo- 
nial type  sandwich  shop  in  that  city. 

Manager  John  Oxford  of  the  Paramount, 
Helena,  announces  the  regular  Friday 
night  added  attractions  have  been  changed 
to  Thursday  night. 

Appointment  of  Guy  B.  Snow,  manager 
of  the  Strand,  Newport,  as  district  chair- 
man of  the  23rd  annual  Red  Cross  Roll 
Call,  has  been  announced  by  Col.  Heber 
L.  McAlister,  state  chairman. 

Remodeling  of  the  Plaza  Theatre  build- 
ing at  Harrison  is  almost  completed.  The 
house  is  owned  by  James  Myers  and  is 
under  lease  to  the  Commonwealth  The- 
atre Corp.  An  air-conditioning  system 
and  heating  plant  have  been  installed. 
New  carpets  have  been  ordered  and  new 
electric  fixtures  will  be  installed  soon. 

Fifty-seven  grandpas,  ranging  from  65 
to  89  years  of  age,  were  guests  of  the 
Green  County  Citizen  at  the  Capitol  The- 
atre, Paragould,  to  view  “On  Borrowed 
Time.”  A few  of  the  men  revealed  this 
was  their  first  time  to  see  a “movie”  and 
that  they  enjoyed  it  very  much.  Prac- 
tically every  community  in  the  county 
was  represented. 


QHARLES  WHITAKER  of  the  Olympia 
Theatre  goes  over  to  the  Paramount 
publicity  department  to  take  over  there 
while  Karl  Roller  is  away  on  his  vacation. 

Harvey  Fleischman,  manager  of  the 
Cameo  Theatre  on  Miami  Beach,  is  go- 
ing out  to  sea  for  his  autumn  vacation. 
An  ardent  candid  camera  fan,  he  will  shoot 
stills  of  all  the  catches  as  well  as  angle 
for  as  many  action  shots  as  possible.  He 
and  a party  of  friends  will  head  a cabin 
cruiser  out  into  the  gulf  stream  as  soon 
as  the  elder  Fleischman,  M.  L.,  a former 
New  York  theatre  operator,  who  now  owns 
and  operates  the  Essex  house  on  Miami 
Beach,  returns  from  a trip  to  New  York 
City  this  weekend.  They’ll  spend  most  of 
their  time  in  the  waters  off  Key  West. 

Newest  arrival  on  the  local  theatrical 
scene  is  O.  W.  Hancock,  who  came  in 
last  week  with  his  wife  and  daughters  from 
New  York  to  be  stationed  here  as  the 
Miami  Altec  representative.  He  assumes 
the  place  of  C.  T.  Garnsey.  Originally  a 
native  Georgian,  Hancock  has  been  a sound 
engineer  with  Altec  for  many  years.  Prior 
to  his  assignment  down  here,  he  was  in- 
stalling sound  picture  equipment  at  the 
World’s  Fair. 

A new  face  in  Wometco’s  front  office, 
but  by  no  means  a newcomer  in  that  or- 
ganization is  Frank  Myers,  who  has  just 
been  made  purchasing  agent  for  that  or- 
ganization. Myers  has  been  with  Wometco 
since  1929  when  he  worked  in  both  the 
booking  and  art  departments.  For  several 
years  he  was  associated  with  West  Palm 
Beach  theatres  and  for  a brief  time  with 
a Ft.  Lauderdale  house,  returning  to 
Miami  several  months  ago  to  a post  at  the 
Lyric. 

Sunday  the  State  was  closed  for  a 19-day 
period  during  which  the  major  work  of  re- 
modeling will  be  completed.  Workman 
have  been  carrying  on  preliminary  activi- 
ties for  the  past  several  weeks  on  the  front 
and  lobby.  Charlie  Ozborn  is  going  to  re- 
main “at  home”  at  his  theatre  during  the 
entire  remodeling  process,  the  largest  job 
of  its  kind  being  executed  in  the  area  this 
summer. 

During  his  vacation.  Walker  Stephens 
of  the  Parkway  did  four  or  five  states, 
stopping  over  at  Memphis  and  Little  Rock. 


Install  RCA  Sound 

Miami — New  RCA  Photophone  sound  is 
being  installed  in  the  Florida,  West  Palm 
Beach,  managed  by  R.  R.  Thomas  for 
Sparks;  the  Paramount  exchange  in  At- 
lanta; the  new  Lake,  now  going  up  in 
Lake  Worth,  Fla.,  which  P.  P.  Peeler  will 
manage  for  Sparks,  and  the  new  house  F. 
O.  Mullen  is  building  in  Fort  Meade,  Fla. 


Opening  in  Whitesboro 

Dallas — T.  J.  Mitchell  is  opening  a new 
theatre  at  Whitesboro,  Tex.,  and  not 
Whitewright,  as  was  erroneously  reported 
last  week. 
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Atlanta  Entertains 
Neagle  and  Wilcox 

Atlanta  — Anna  Neagle  and  Herbert 
Wilcox  were  entertained  here  recently  by 
prominent  political  figures  and  civic  lead- 
ers on  the  opening  of  RKO’s  “Nurse  Edith 
Cavell”  at  the  Fox  Theatre.  The  star  and 
producer-director  of  the  film  came  here 
from  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  they  ap- 
peared in  conjunction  with  the  first  show- 
ing of  “Cavell”  there. 

Governor  Rivers  and  Mayor  Hartsfield 
of  Atlanta  were  among  those  who  met 
Miss  Neagle  and  Wilcox  upon  their  ar- 
rival from  Washington.  Newspapermen 
from  16  cities  were  present  at  press  in- 
terviews. 

The  British  star  attended  a Rotary  Club 
luncheon  and  was  introduced  to  some  250 
persons  at  an  informal  dinner  at  Henry 
Grady  Hotel. 

After  the  theatre  preview,  Miss  Neagle 
attended  a party  given  by  the  Lucas  & 
Jenkins  Theatres  in  the  Blue  Room  at  the 
Fox  Theatre. 

Miss  Neagle  was  interviewed  over  the 
air  by  NBC’s  Atlanta  representative. 

Wright  Theatre  at  Gurdon 
Sold  to  Williams  Chain 

Gordon,  Ark. — The  Wright  Theatre, 
ovmed  and  operated  by  G.  Sterling  for  a 
number  of  years,  has  been  sold  to  K.  Lee 
Williams  Theatres  Corp.  of  Oklahoma  City, 
it  has  been  announced.  The  new  owmers 
will  assume  charge  of  the  house  October 
15.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  building  will 
be  remodeled  and  new  projection  and 
sound  equipment  installed. 

First  Texas  Drive-In  Is 
Scheduled  for  Garwood 

Dallas — The  first  drive-in  theatre  for 
Texas  will  soon  be  a reality.  It  will  be 
located  at  Garwood.  Tex.,  between  Corpus 
and  Robstown. 

Behind  the  venture  are  George  B.  Win- 
ter and  the  Katsaris  Bros.,  who  already 
have  purchased  much  equipment  from 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 


R,  C.  Keaton  Considers 
O.  C.  Theatre  Bldg, 

Oklahoma  City — A new  theatre  building 
is  under  consideration  for  29th  and  Mc- 
Kinley Sts.  here  with  R.  C.  Keaton  of  the 
Keaton  Ice  Co.  said  to  be  the  property 
owner.  It  is  understood  that  plans  have 
been  drawn  for  a 50x140  house  and  con- 
struction is  awaiting  negotiations  on  a 
lease  of  the  suburban  building. 


Start  Auto  Nite 

Corpus  Christi  — Auto  Nite  was 
launched  here  recently  at  the  seven  local 
theatres  operated  by  the  Corpus  Christi 
Theatres,  Inc.,  and  such  future  events 
have  been  set  for  the  first  Thursday  of 
every  month. 


TIIEWMIIES^IIEIE 

N.  HADDAD,  a local  merchant,  is  fi- 
nancing construction  of  a new  thea- 
tre for  Munford,  plans  for  which  are  being 
drawn.  It  will  seat  400  and  cost  about 
$10,000. 

William  L.  Dowler,  manager  of  the 
Dixie  and  Volunteer  theatres  in  Chatta- 
nooga and  the  Roxy  in  Knoxville,  ivas  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Julia  Margaret  Rawlings  of 
Chattanooga. 

To  Mrs.  Raymond  Hardin,  manager  of 
the  Capitol,  Fayetteville,  went  first  prize 
of  $25  offered  by  Cumberland  Amusement 
Co.  to  the  manager  showing  the  greatest 
increase  in  business  for  a period  as  com- 
pared wdth  last  year. 

The  New  Park  Theatre,  McMinnville, 
seating  1,000,  has  opened  under  the  man- 
agement of  Cowan  Oldham.  The  Dixie  is 
conthiuing  under  Norman  Lusk  as  a 5-10 
cerit  house. 

M.  A.  Lightman  of  the  Malco  circuit. 
Memphis,  has  been  assigned  to  direct  the 
theatre  division  of  the  Memphis  Commun- 
ity Chest  drive  scheduled  for  October. 

S.  P.  Marshall  of  Clinton,  Ky.,  has  as- 
sumed duties  as  manager  of  the  Strand 
Theatre,  Ripley. 

Nearly  200  new  seats  have  been  installed 
in  the  Ritz  Theatre,  Woodbury. 

Jack  Shannon  and  Siegfried  Winsel  of 
New  York  plan  to  open  a dramatic  school 
in  Lewisburg. 

W.  F.  Ruffin,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Ruffin  & Chickasaw 
Amusement  companies,  announces  the 
Ruffin  firm  will  erect  a new  theatre  at 
Halls  seating  between  400  and  500.  Con- 
struction will  be  completed  by  November  1. 

Oscar  Morgan,  Paramomit's  division 
manager,  spent  a couple  of  days  in  Mem- 
phis with  Bill  Bugie,  local  manager. 


WHEW  CO>IKIUEAW§ 

THE  Star  at  Galiana,  La.,  managed  by 
J.  L.  Guidry,  has  opened  ...  A fire 
recently  destroyed  the  Joy  at  Mamou,  La. 
The  house  is  being  rebuilt  . . . Jack  Price 
of  Paramount  recently  took  as  his  bride 
Miss  Iris  L.  Royal  of  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Station  WSMB  has  a new  feature — a 
15-minute  daily  program  given  over  to  a 
discussion  of  motion  pictures  and  activi- 
ties in  the  film  capital  . . . The  Circle, 
a new  house  on  St.  Bernard  Ave.  owned 
by  Henry  Lazarus,  opened  to  capacity 
crowds. 


Supervises  Redecoration 
Job  in  Kissimmee,  Fla, 

Kissimmee,  Fla. — The  Arcade  here, 
owned  and  operated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J. 
G.  McPherson,  has  been  redecorated  un- 
der Mrs.  McPherson’s  supervision.  A new 
sound  system  also  was  installed. 


Atlanta  Newspaper  Praise 
For  Variety  Club  Activity 

Atlanta — The  local  Variety  Club,  Tent 
No.  21,  drew  editorial  praise  in  a recent 
issue  of  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  morn- 
ing newspaper.  The  editorial  was  writ- 
ten by  Lee  Fuhrman,  Boxoffice  south- 
eastern editor,  who  is  a member  of  the 
Constitution’s  news  staff.  It  stated,  in 
part: 

“With  formal  granting  of  a charter  to 
Atlanta  Tent  No.  21,  Variety  Clubs  of 
America,  this  city  gains  another  worth- 
while organization.  That  the  common 
cause  of  humanity  tends  to  create  a unity 
between  otherwise  conflicting  elements 
has  no  better  illustration  than  in  the 
work,  aims  and  purposes  of  Variety.  Here 
is  an  organization  comprising  men  in  the 
amusement  and  allied  fields — a highly 
competitive  sphere  of  operations — forget- 
ting all  rivalry  to  meet  as  friends  and  to 
work  together  amicably  for  the  benefit 
of  the  unfortunate.” 


Earle  Fain  Circuit  Adds 
Eleventh  Florida  Unit 

Green  Cove  Springs,  Fla. — With  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  Clay  Theatre  here  from 
Frank  P.  Bryan,  the  number  of  houses 
operated  in  Florida  by  the  Earle  M.  Fain 
circuit  now  totals  11.  Bryan  relinquishes 
the  Clay  after  operating  it  three  years. 


Plans  Negro  House 

Dallas — H.  C.  Robinson,  with  Saenger 
several  years  stationed  in  Greenville, 
Miss.,  and  Shreveport,  said  on  a trip  here 
that  he  would  open  a Negro  show  in  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  about  October  1,  to  be 
named  the  Star. 


Two  on  Wilde  Slory 

Hollywood — Corey  Ford  and  Alastaire 
MacBean  will  collaborate  on  the  script  of 
“Canterville  Ghost,”  a story  by  Oscar 
Wilde,  which  Milton  Bren  will  produce  for 
Metro. 


RCA  for  Pryor's  Cactus 

Austin,  Tex. — “Skinnie”  Pryor’s  Cactus 
Theatre  here  recently  installed  a new  RCA 
sound  system. 


Park  Helm  to  Jones 

Avon  Park,  Fla. — The  Park  here  is  now 
being  managed  by  W.  H.  Jones,  formerly 
projectionist  at  the  Royal  in  Tarpon 
Springs. 


Puts  Studies  to  Use 


Frostproof,  Fla. — His  art  studies  at  the 
University  of  Florida  served  Frank  C. 
Thompson  jr.  well  in  supervising  renova- 
tion of  the  Ramon  Theatre  here  this  past 
summer  for  his  parents. 

A feature  of  the  job  is  the  use  of  indirect 
colored  lighting  which  enhances  the  beauty 
of  the  entire  theatre.  Thompson  also 
painted  two  original  murals,  each  10x14 
feet,  and  representing  “Riders  of  the  Ele- 
ments” and  “Speed.” 
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Industry's  Members 
Active  in  Enlisting 

Toronto — Enlistments  for  war  services 
are  beginning  to  be  recorded  on  all  sides 
in  the  Dominion  film  industry  the  deci- 
sions being  entirely  on  a voluntary  basis, 
and  the  indications  are  that  the  move- 
ment has  barely  started. 

One  of  the  first  to  don  the  uniform  was 
Paul  Miller  of  the  Chateau  Theatre,  To- 
ronto, who  has  thrown  in  his  lot  with  the 
Ontario  Tank  Regiment,  with  Miller  re- 
porting for  duty  at  Oshawa,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  tank  unit. 

Thomas  Templeton  of  Toronto,  who  has 
been  employed  by  the  Mavety  Film  De- 
livery Service  for  the  past  decade,  has 
joined  the  colors  and  is  now  Private  Tem- 
pleton of  the  Royal  Canadian  Army  Ser- 
vice Corps. 

Max  Sheine  of  the  Aster  Theatre,  has 
enlisted  with  the  Royal  Canadian  Air 
Force  and  expects  to  be  among  the  first  to 
proceed  to  the  war  zone  in  Europe. 

Irving  Cohen  and  Roy  Lerner,  both  of 
Toronto  head  office  of  Grand  National 
Films,  have  signed  to  serve  with  the  Royal 
Canadian  Navy,  the  personnel  of  which  is 
being  doubled,  according  to  announce- 
ments passed  by  the  Canadian  chief  cen- 
sor. Irwin  Steinliardt  of  the  Manor  Thea- 
tre, Toronto,  and  Andrew  Sinclair  of  the 
Toronto  Universal  office  have  also  enlisted 
in  the  navy. 

Milton  Elliott  of  the  Theatres  Branch  of 
the  Provincial  Government,  Toronto,  has 
forsaken  duties  in  connection  with  the  cen- 
sorship of  films  to  become  a despatch  rider 
in  His  Majesty’s  Forces  for  war  service. 

None  other  than  Harry  Firestone  of  To- 
ronto, president  of  the  Independent  Thea- 
tres Association  of  Ontario,  is  preparing 
to  join  the  colors,  having  already  served 
for  seven  years  with  the  Queen’s  Own 
Rifles  of  Canada  and  previously  with  the 
Canadian  Officers’  Training  Corps  of  the 
University  of  Toronto.  When  he  joins  he 
will  be  the  second  one  from  the  Aster 
Theatre  to  take  up  arms. 

Lieut.  F.  G.  Doney,  until  recently  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  St.  Thomas, 
is  already  on  active  service  and  is  reported 
to  be  on  duty  at  Camp  Borden,  from  which 
point  he  will  proceed  overseas. 

Lieut.  Harold  Parker,  manager  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  Yarmouth,  is  already 
with  the  Canadian  active  service  force. 
Only  recently  he  returned  from  successful 
participation  in  the  military  rifle  shooting 
competitions  at  Conaught  Ranges,  Ottawa, 
and  he  has  been  a member  of  Canada’s 
team  at  the  Bisley  tournament  in  England. 

A.  R.  Cooper,  manager  of  the  Prince  Ed- 
ward Theatre,  Charlottetown,  is  already  in 
training  with  his  regiment  at  camp.  Prank 
Lowrie,  doorman,  and  E.  Phillips,  usher, 
of  the  Mayfair  Theatre,  St.  John,  have  en- 
listed together  while  McKay  Ferris  of  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  St.  John,  has  already  re- 
signed to  serve  his  country. 

Termer  to  Lynne  Carver 

Hollywood — Lynne  Carver,  Metro  ac- 
tress, has  been  held  for  another  term. 


Veteran  Exhibitor  Consensus 
Holds  Boom  Days  Ahead 


By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Montreal — What  effect  is  the  European 
war  in  which  Canada  is  engaged  as  a 
member  nation  of  the  British  Common- 
wealth, going  to  have  on  the  motion  pic- 
ture situation  in  the  Dominion?  Thea- 
tre proprietors  are  asking  themselves  this 
question,  and  are  also  discussing  what 
they  should  do  to  prepare  themselves  for 
any  change  which  may  be  brought  about 
as  a result  of  the  war. 

For  the  first  fortnight  after  Labor  Day, 
which  was  the  day  after  Britain’s  declara- 
tion of  war  on  Germany,  the  public,  ex- 
cited and  unsettled,  almost  deserted  the 

Atlendance  Recovers 
As  War  Progresses 

Winnipeg — With  a state  of  war  a nor- 
mal condition  now  in  Canada,  the  public 
has  become  accustomed  to  the  new  order 
of  affairs  and  seems  to  have  overcome 
the  bad  case  of  war  jitters  which  hit  it  at 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  In  the  first 
two  weeks  of  September,  theatres  in  the 
city  showed  poor  attendance  which  was 
attributed  by  the  theatremen  to  the  fact 
that  potential  filmgoers  stayed  at  home 
listening  to  news  bulletins  over  their  ra- 
dios. Now  business  has  returned  to  better 
than  normal  as  reflected  in  boxoffice  re- 
turns. All  downtown  houses  of  first  run 
character  showed  excellent  results,  with 
two  holdovers. 

Authorities  here  have  banned  in  the 
last  few  weeks  showing  of  war  pictures 
which  reflect  in  a grim  way  the  horrors  of 
war.  With  recruiting  going  on  in  the 
city  it  was  to  be  expected  that  films  of 
this  type  would  meet  with  opposition. 
Films  which  have  been  withdrawn  are  “All 
Quiet  on  the  Western  Front”  and  “Lest 
We  Forget,”  the  latter  drawn  from  the 
records  of  the  government.  The  Main  St. 
Oak  Theatre  now  is  showing  “War  Birds” 
and  it  will  surprise  no  one  if  this  film,  too, 
is  suddenly  withdrawn. 

It  is  expected  that  war  comedies  and 
films  dealing  with  the  “humorous”  side  of 
war  will  be  popular.  “231/2  Hours  Leave,” 
Grand  National’s  comedy  war  picture,  has 
been  reissued  and  according  to  the  distri- 
butors is  heavily  booked. 


Gold  Mines  District  Feels 
Boom  Brought  by  War 

Winnipeg — One  way  in  which  the  war  is 
affecting  film  business  is  disclosed  in  the 
report  of  Monte  Jenkins,  operator  of  the 
Cabin  Theatre  in  the  gold  mines  of  the 
Red  Lakes  district.  A visitor  to  the  city, 
Jenkins  states  that  the  war  has  brought 
increased  activity  to  his  district  and  reports 
business  is  excellent. 


theatres  in  favor  of  an  armchair  beside 
the  radio  which  broadcast  excitement 
enough.  Now,  conditions  are  veering  to- 
ward normal  fall  business,  and  there  is  less 
news  on  the  radio  to  distract  the  listener 
and  compete  with  the  films.  First  run  thea- 
tres this  week  quickly  noticed  the  recovery 
which  encouraged  most  of  them  to  lengthen 
the  run  of  the  pictures  which  marked  the 
turn. 

Encouraged  by  this  sign  that  citizens  are 
not  going  to  button  up  their  pockets  and 
go  around  with  gloomy  faces,  theatre  man- 
agers and  the  industry  generally  are  be- 
ginning to  plan  out  the  future.  “What 
must  we  expect?”  they  ask,  and  follow  that 
question  with  “What  must  we  do?”  A 
canvass  of  the  views  of  veteran  executives 
who  recall  the  last  war  and  have  reasoned 
out  the  probable  effect  on  the  amusement 
industry  of  the  present  conflict,  shows 
that,  so  far  from  feeling  depressed  about 
the  outlook,  they  anticipate  continuously 
better  business,  as  soon  as  the  millions  of 
dollars  which  the  Dominion  government 
already  has  commenced  spending  on  vari- 
ous war  preparations  begin  to  circulate. 
The  point  is  made  that  practically  all  this 
immense  expenditure  will  be  made  in  Can- 
ada, and  that,  in  addition,  countless  mil- 
lions will  be  spent  in  this  dominion  by  the 
British  government  for  supplies  of  all 
kinds  including  airplanes  and  munitions. 
This  will  put  more  money  in  circulation, 
and  will  give  money  and  employment  to 
many  families  who  have  hitherto  been  liv- 
ing on  “relief,”  thus  producing  an  addi- 
tion to  the  list  of  potential  amusement 
seekers. 

Plan  on  Increased  Business 

This  being  the  case,  veteran  observers 
and  profound  thinkers  in  the  industry  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  theatre 
owners  ought  to  prepare  for  bigger  busi- 
ness, and  to  do  so  ought  to  bring  their 
equipment  up-to-date  so  that  they  can  be 
certain  their  share  of  the  large  amount 
which  will  be  spent  on  entertainment  will 
not  go  to  other  proprietors  more  enter- 
prising than  themselves. 

To  emphasize  this  point,  a prominent 
theatreman  recalled  that  in  1930  and  1931 
when  farseeing  theatre  men  were  installing 
sound  equipment,  some,  more  conserva- 
tive, reasoned  that  “sound”  was  a fad  and 
delayed  putting  in  equipment,  with  the 
result  that  their  competitors  had  two  or 
three  years  “jump”  on  them.  “This  mis- 
take ought  not  to  be  repeated,”  he  said. 
“There  are  good  business  reasons  for  mak- 
ing all  necessary  improvements  at  once. 
One  reason  is  that  costs  will  mount  stead- 
ily in  the  equipment  industry  as  taxes, 
freight  bills,  materials  and  possibly  labor 
prices  increase.  The  other  is  that  the  im- 
provement in  theatre  attendance  is  liable 
to  come  with  a rush,  and  that  the  theatre 
best  prepared  to  cope  with  the  demand  and 
provide  the  best  film  fare  and  projection, 
and  the  best  sound  reproduction,  will  be 
certain  to  have  first  and  most  lasting  call 
on  the  new  business.” 
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•pHE  marriage  took  place  a few  days  ago 

of  Mary  Clare  O’Loglrlin,  daughter  of 
J.  P.  O’Loghlin.  to  Hugh  Harold  Walker 
of  Galt,  Ont.  Mr.  O’Loghlin  has  been  the 
general  manager  here,  for  many  years,  of 
20th  Century-Pox  Corp.,  Ltd. 

C.  H.  Perry,  formerly  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Sudbury,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  new  Regent  Theatre  in 
that  northern  Ontario  city,  a 1,500-seaf 
house  recently  opened  by  R.  T.  Stevens 
who  has  operated  theatres  in  the  mining 
country  smce  1918.  Incidentally,  the  Sud- 
bury Regent  has  a full  stage  and  orches- 
tra pit. 

James  Simmons,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  London,  Ont.,  has 
been  appointed  temporary  manager  of  the 
Capitol  at  St.  Thomas,  in  succession  to 
P.  G.  Doney  who  has  joined  the  colors  as 
lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Canadian  Army 
Service  Corps  now  in  training  at  Camp 
Borden  for  service  in  Prance. 

Louis  Rosenfeld,  general  manager  of 
Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  Leo  M. 
Devaney,  general  inanager  of  RKO-Radio; 
H.  M.  Masters,  general  inanager  of  United 
Artists,  and  J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  gerieral  mana- 
ger of  Canadian  20th  Century -Fox,  have 
all  been  down  in  the  Province  of  Quebec 
on  business  trips  from  their  Toronto  head- 
quarters. 

Jack  LaRue,  screen  villain,  paid  a brief 
visit  to  Ontario  centers  following  his  re- 
cent return  from  England  where  he  had 
been  appearing  in  “Golden  Boy”  at  the 
St.  James  Theatre,  London,  after  work- 
ing in  130  pictures  over  a period  of  six 
years.  He  paid  tribute  to  the  calm  man- 
ner in  which  the  people  of  the  British 
Isles  had  gone  ahead  with  war  prepara- 
tions. LaRue  is  returning  to  Hollywood 
shortly  where  his  parents  reside. 

Manager  H.  C.  Merritt  of  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Windsor,  capitalized  on  the 
Louis-Pastor  heavyweight  fight  across  the 
river  in  Detroit  when  he  stopped  the  regu- 
lar show  for  a broadcast  of  the  bout  from 
the  stage  of  the  theatre,  a big  crowd  at- 
tending as  a result  of  his  newspaper  an- 
nouncements on  the  stunt.  The  film  pro- 
grain  consisted  of  “High  School  Girl’’  and 
“The  Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes.” 

Vern  Hudson,  manager  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  North  Toronto,  has  signed  up 
Ken  Soble’s  Radio  Stars  for  a stage  show 
every  Wednesday  night  during  the  fall 
and  winter.  This  marks  the  return  of 
vaudeville  to  this  theatre  after  a lapse  of 
three  years. 

Ed  Lennon,  manager  of  the  recently- 
opened  Glencoe  Theatre  at  Glencoe,  Ont., 
toured  Toronto’s  Filmrow  in  quest  of 
bookings.  Simon  Meretsky,  owner  of  sev- 
eral theatres  in  Windsor,  was  also  in  town 
on  business  as  was  Ted  Soucie,  manager 
of  the  LaSalle  Theatre  at  Kirkland  Lake, 
way  up  north  where  winter  is  having  its 
preliminary  fling. 

Harry  Price,  general  manager  of  Su- 
perior Pilms,  Ltd.,  has  returned  from  a 


quick  business  trip  to  New  York  City  and 
has  also  been  busy  with  the  completion  of 
his  country  house  near  Toronto. 

Sam  Brent,  special  representative  here 
for  Universal  Films,  has  been  calling  on 
many  exhibitors  in  out-of-town  theatres 
over  a wide  area  in  Ontario. 

Manager  Pred  Trebilcock  of  the  Up- 
town Theatre,  ace  house  of  the  Pamous 
Players’  chain,  is  giving  the  war  plenty 
of  opposition  as  he  has  held  over  two 
attractions  during  the  first  four  weeks  of 
the  scrap.  “The  Old  Maid”  has  been  held 
over  for  a second  week  while,  previously, 
“When  Tomorrow  Comes”  was  good  for 
another  week. 

Theatre  managers  have  been  asked  to 
cooperate  in  the  staging  of  Fire  Prevention 
Week  in  Canada  which  is  to  be  held  this 
fall  in  spite  of  the  conflagration  in  Eu- 
rope, the  theme  this  time  being  the  con- 
servation of  property,  resources  and  fa- 
cilities. Fire  Prevention  Week  is  sched- 
uled to  open  October  8. 

Manager  Leon  Bishop  of  the  Tivoli 
Theatre,  Hamilton,  has  turned  to  stage 
shows  as  an  added  attraction  for  the 
double-feature  screen  bill,  the  vaudeville 
being  presented  three  days  of  the  week 
and  three  times  daily  . . . “Golden  Boy” 
was  held  over  for  three  days  by  Manager 
W.  Trudell  at  the  Capitol  Theatre  in 
London,  Ont. 

Wally  Davidson,  veteran  salesman  of  Su- 
perior Films,  Ltd.,  has  been  covering  the 
Ottawa  district  during  the  past  week.  He 
reported  that  theatre  patronage  has  im- 
proved considerably  since  the  first  shock 
of  war  and  with  the  coming  cool  weather. 
Business  around  Labor  Day  was  very  poor 
for  the  first  time  on  record  because  of  the 
opening  of  hostilities  but  the  people  have 
returned  to  normal  activities. 

Les  Gregory  has  dropped  his  own  name 
as  the  designation  for  one  of  his  two 
theatres  in  Hamilton,  Ont.,  the  Gregory 
having  been  re-christened  the  Windsor 
Theatre,  the  other  being  the  Royal.  His 


Florida  Will  Cost 
More  This  Year 

Toronto — There  is  gloom  among 
those  industry  executives  of  Toronto, 
including  film  exchanges  and  theatres, 
who  usually  spend  a considerable  por- 
tion of  the  winter  months  on  the  warm 
sands  of  Florida  holiday  colonies. 

The  reason  is  that  the  international 
exchange  situation  has  brought  about 
a premium  of  10  per  cent  or  more  on 
United  States  money  in  relation  to 
Canadian  funds  end  this  means  a sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  holiday  ex- 
pense account  lor  Canadians.  Further- 
more, the  new  government  regulations 
restrict  the  amount  of  money  which 
can  be  taken  out  of  the  Dominion.  Some 
exhibitors  are  already  talking  about 
going  skiing  instead. 


Chief  Justice  Rules 
Out  Mass  Protests 

Victoria — Chief  Justice  Archer  Martin, 
in  a decision  on  the  appeal  of  the  pro- 
jectionists’ union  from  a damage  award 
of  $2,000  in  favor  of  Hollywood  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  dismissed  their  plea  in  part,  yet  de- 
cided, they  were  entitled  to  “publish  in- 
formation, to  warn  and  to  urge”  but  not 
to  arrange  mass  protests  against  alleged 
grievances.  The  case,  therefore,  is  con- 
cluded. 


new  house  in  Orillia  is  scheduled  to  open 
in  a few  weeks. 

The  Grand  Theatre  at  London,  Ont., 
operated  by  Famous  Players,  reopened 
with  a stage  engagement  for  the  fall  sea- 
son, the  first  attraction  being  “The  New 
Moon”  at  $1  top.  The  Grand  had  been 
closed  since  last  spring  when  it  was  the 
scene  of  the  final  competitions  of  the  Do- 
minion Drama  Festival  which  has  been 
canceled  until  further  notice  because  of 
the  uxir.  The  Grand  is  booking  a number 
of  film  roadshows. 

Jack  Pmwes,  manager  of  the  Eglinton 
Theatre,  held  over  for  another  three  days 
a double  bill  headed  by  “Stolen  Life.” 
Manager  A.  Easson  of  the  Village  Theatre 
is  playing  his  weekly  revival  feature  late 
on  Friday  night  and  again  with  the  first 
performance  Saturday  afternoon.  “Her 
Jungle  Love,”  for  instance,  had  the  two 
showings  with  “Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips”  as 
the  regular  feature. 

For  the  emergency  lighting  system,  in- 
dependent of  all  public  services,  ordered 
by  the  theatre  inspection  branch  of  the 
Ontario  government  as  a precautionary 
measure  in  case  of  sabotage,  a number  of 
exhibitors  have  improvised  lighting  fixtures 
consisting  of  automobile  headlamps  which 
are  rigidly  fixed  to  wall  brackets.  These 
lamps  are  fed  by  storage  batteries  located 
in  the  projection  room  where  they  are 
within  arm’s  reach  of  the  operators  at  all 
times. 

Greetings  were  sent  from  head  office  of 
Pamous  Players,  Toronto,  to  Manager 
Pete  Egan  of  the  Palace  Theatre,  Calgary, 
on  the  occasion  of  his  silver  wedding 
anniversary  when  he  entertained  as  guests 
of  the  theatre  all  mamed  couples  ob- 
serving the  same  celebration. 

Because  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Windsor, 
no  longer  plays  vaudeville,  Simon  Meret- 
sky has  asked  the  city  for  a substantial 
reduction  in  the  tax  assessment  on  the 
stage,  dressing  rooms  and  other  vacant 
and  unused  portions  of  the  theatre.  The 
eourt  of  revision  has  withheld  decision  in 
the  matter  in  order  to  give  further  study 
to  the  request. 

The  idea  having  been  abandoned  for 
the  erection  of  a large  new  theatre  in 
Ottawa,  Ont.,  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  has  accepted  an  offer  for  a large 
downtown  site  in  that  city  from  a hotel 
company.  The  site,  99  by  156  feet  and 
assessed  at  $120,000,  has  been  used  for 
some  years  as  a parking  lot  for  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre. 
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^^AR’S  EFFECT  on  motion  picture  thea- 
tres in  Canada  is  only  beginning  to 
be  faintly  perceptible.  The  censorship, 
if  operating  at  all,  is  doing  so  with  a “vel- 
vet glove,”  so  that  theatre  managers  are 
unaware  from  any  internal  evidence  that 
it  exists.  Its  chief  effect  has  been  in  the 
censoring  of  incoming  films  and  photo- 
graphs, and  nothing  serious  in  that  re- 
gard has  been  reported.  But,  the  possi- 
bility of  interference  is  making  the  in- 
dustry very  watchful. 

One  result  of  the  enlistment  of  Canada’s 
youth  which  affects  the  theatres  has  been 
noticeable  within  the  past  week.  Regular 
patrons  of  certain  theatres  have  missed 
their  favorite  ushers.  These  popular  and 
necessary  employes  are  usually  selected 
from  upstanding  young  men  of  good 
physique,  intelligence  and  appearance- 
Naturally,  they  were  amongst  the  first  to 
volunteer  for  military  service. 

“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  continues 
to  be  one  of  the  leaders  in  popularity 
amongst  war  pictures,  showing  at  three 
United  Amusement  theatres  at  the  same 
time  and  held  over  in  one — the  Snowdon. 

A resolution  opposing  the  entry  of 
United  States  bands  and  orchestras  into 
Canada  unless  corresponding  rights  were 
given  Canadian  orchestras,  permitting 
them  to  enter  the  United  States,  was  pass- 
ed by  the  Trades  Congress  of  Canada  which 
called  on  the  government  to  modify  the 
law  in  that  respect.  The  London,  Ont., 
branch  reported  that  several  local  enter- 
tainment places  had  been  forced  to  close 
by  the  competition  of  visiting  United 
States  orchestras.  The  Congress  also 
passed  several  resolutions  regarding  the 
engagement  of  musicians  in  theatres  and 
in  radio  and  called  on  the  Canadian  Radio 
Corp.  to  employ  more  musicians. 

Motion  picture  interest  attaches  to  the 
appointment  of  W.  W.  Murray  of  the 
parliamentary  staff  of  the  Canadian  Press, 
as  chief  cable  censor,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel.  Colonel  Murray  wrote 
the  narrative  to  the  Canadian  motion  pic- 
ture, “Lest  We  Forget,”  which  depicted 
Canada’s  Great  War  efforts,  and  the  “Sa- 
lute to  Valor,”  screen  record  of  the  pil- 
grimage to  Vimy  Ridge  undertaken  by  the 
Canadian  Legion  in  1936,  in  which  special 
pictures  of  the  Duke  of  Windsor,  then 
King  Edward  VIII,  were  shown. 

Television  in  the  United  Kingdom  is 
operating  under  extraordinary  difficulties 
produced  by  the  war.  From  time  to  time 
all  television  screens  have  been  “blacked 
out.”  Yet,  progress  is  being  made.  Ac- 
cording to  Sir  Stephen  Tallents,  BBC  con- 
troller of  public  relations,  “no  country  is 
seriously  challenging  Great  Britain  in  tele- 
vision— not  even  the  United  States;  cer- 
tainly not  Germany.  The  British  industry 
is  determined  to  keep  that  lead,  and  the 
BBC  will  hold  on  to  it.” 

Although  seven  years  ago  all  Warner 
films  were  banned  from  Poland,  because 
the  villains  in  two  films  had  been  de- 
scribed as  Poles,  it  is  learned  that  “Con- 
fessions of  a Nazi  Spy,”  which  was  booked 


for  three  days  at  Gdynia  (seaport  now  un- 
fortunately in  the  hands  of  the  Nazis)  ran 
for  three  weeks.  Warner  Bros,  will  distri- 
bute in  the  United  Kingdom  pictures  made 
by  First  National  and  the  latter’s  London 
office  will  be  closed. 

Hollywood’s  influence  on  the  fashions, 
due  to  the  original  and  often  gorgeous 
and  daring  costumes  worn  by  female  stars, 
has  recently  been  recognized  by  Montreal 
department  stores  who  have  sent  buyers 
into  that  market — Scarlett  O’Hara,  soon 
to  blaze  across  the  continent  in  “Gone 
With  the  Wind,”  has  already  inspired  hats, 
gowns  and  jewelry,  and  now  a noted 
French  perfumer  has  named  one  of  his 
products  “Scarlett.” 

Northern  Electric  Co.  pledged  itself  to 
render  every  aid  and  assistance  possible 
to  the  Dominion  government  in  connection 
with  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  de- 
cided to  grant  leave  of  absence  to  em- 
ployes called  for  military  service.  It  will 
also  pay  an  amount  not  exceeding  one-half 
of  the  employe’s  salary  to  married  and 
widower  members  of  its  staff  to  make  up 
with  military  pay  the  amount  of  their 
previous  earnings.  With  regard  to  em- 
ployes who  have  no  dependents,  the  com- 
pany will  give  consideration  to  the  grant- 
ing of  such  allowances  as  may,  in  their 
opinion  be  warranted.  These  conditions 


CAllLCiAK  Y 

gOXOFFICES  in  Calgary  are  returning 
to  normal  as  the  citizenry  recovers 
from  the  outbreak  of  war.  Calgary  is  a 
garrison  town  with  two  airfields.  Intensive 
training  of  pilots  is  taking  place  at  the  old 
airport,  recruiting  is  going  ahead  and  the 
city  is  busy.  But  since  the  war  started,  the 
public  has  been  glued  to  their  radios  or 
watching  newspaper  bulletin  boards.  Signs 
are  plentiful  that  radio  blasts  and  war  ex- 
tras are  having  their  effect  on  human 
nerves,  driving  patrons  back  to  the  thea- 
tre to  seek  forgetfulness  for  a few  hours. 
If  history  repeats  here,  theatres  will  be 
packed  as  the  war  continues. 

Jubilation  reigned  as  prize  checks  ar- 
rived at  the  local  RKO  Radio  offices.  Mem- 
bers of  the  staff  received  four  week’s  sal- 
ary for  winning  the  George  Schaefer  Drive. 
The  Calgary  office  topped  the  38  branch 
offices  on  the  continent,  with  Detroit  sec- 
ond and  Buffalo  third.  H.  F.  Taylor  is 
local  manager. 

First  shipment  to  Canada  of  the  Holmes 
projector  has  been  received  by  Sharpe’s 
Theatre  Supplies  and  one  is  now  being 
used  in  the  screening  room  of  the  local 
Film  Exchange. 

Sam  Pearlman,  Warner  manager,  has 
returned  to  work  after  being  confined  to 
bed  with  flu. 

Combination  tax  and  admission  ticket 
went  in  force  this  month  in  Alberta. 
Cashiers  previously  had  to  handle  separate 
tax  and  admission  tickets. 


also  apply,  it  is  understood,  to  Dominion 
Sound  Equipments,  Ltd. 

Rachel  Carlay,  Parisian  singer,  will 
make  a return  personal  appearance  at 
Chez  Maurice  . . . Management  of  the 
King’s  Theatre,  AJinapolis  Royal,  threat- 
ened with  prosecution  on  account  of  stag- 
ing “Banko”  defied  the  town  council  by 
successfully  conteiiding  that  only  the  Do- 
minion government  could  prosecute  . . . 
Theatre  lobbies  are  being  used  for  recruit- 
ing purposes  by  display  of  military  posters. 
One  noticed  in  several  theatres  urged  men 
to  “Join  the  Black  Watch”  (Highland  reg- 
iment) and  added:  “Hitlerism  must  be 
smashed.” 

Quebec’s  recently  reopened  Cambrai 
Theatre  is  presenting  a mixed  stage  and 
screen  program.  The  management  has 
adopted  the  motto:  “A  popular  show  at 
popular  prices.” 

Visitors  to  Montreal,  whether  newsreel- 
ers  or  amateur  photographers,  will  have 
to  avoid  military  centers.  Several  nervous 
amateurs  who  took  shots  of  military  guards 
outside  industrial  plants  and  on  the  har- 
bor front  and  canals,  were  detailed  by  the 
“Mounties,”  but  were  allowed  to  go  after 
examination  of  their  films  showed  noth- 
ing harmful. 

Joe  Laghtstone  of  the  Orpheum  an- 
nounces a forthcoming  display  of  Charlie 
Chaplin’s  “Production  No.  6.”  The  date, 
of  course,  is  not  yet  decided  . . . Dominion 
Drama  Festival  for  1940  is  likely  to  be  can- 
celled for  war  reasons. 

Visitors  to  Filmrow  included  Wolfe 
Cohen  of  Warner  Bros.,  and  Haskell  Mas- 
ters of  Toronto  . . . L.  C.  Pearson,  sales 
manager  of  Dominion  Sound  Equipments, 
has  been  several  days  in  New  York  on 
business  . . . Alfred  Perry,  of  Empire-Uni- 
versal, passed  through  Montreal  en  route 
to  the  Maritime  provinces  on  an  inspec- 
tion trip. 

When  the  City  of  Flint  reached  Halifax 
with  survivors  from  the  torpedoed  Athenia, 
Roy  Tash,  newsreeler  of  Associated  Screen 
News  obtained  several  striking  pictures. 
Lucien  Roy,  another  ASN  newsreeler,  ob- 
tained a number  of  recruiting  scenes  at 
Vancouver  and  Victoria.  ASN  also  took 
recruiting  pictures  in  Montreal  and  To- 
ronto. 

The  newsreel  has  been  used  to  the 
advantage  of  the  American,  British  and 
French  governments  as  a means  of  clar- 
ifying the  war  situation.  Local  managers 
think  it  about  time  Canada  was  doing  the 
same. 

Joe  Lightstone  of  the  Orpheum  obtained 
radio  and  music  store  tieups  for  the  musi- 
cal film,  “They  Shall  Have  Music”  which 
features  the  great  violinist,  Heifetz. 

Shortage  of  French  and  British  films 
is  feared  as  an  outcome  of  the  war.  It  is 
reported  that  some  theatres  which  have 
been  running  double  features  of  Parisian 
films  have  been  warned  that  the  possible 
shortage  may  make  it  advisable  to  run  only 
07ie  at  a time. 
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J^FTER  ALL  arrangements  for  its  showing 

had  been  completed  and  the  film  had 
been  passed  by  the  Manitoba  censor, 
“Beau  Geste”  was  withdrawn  from  show- 
ing at  the  request  of  the  French  consul 
who  thought  that  the  French  foreign  le- 
gion was  shown  in  a bad  light  in  the  film. 

An  editorial  in  the  Winnipeg  Tribune 
drawing  attention  to  the  importance  of  the 
theatre  in  war-time  is  just  as  relevant  to 
the  part  played  by  the  films  in  this  time  of 
stress.  Says  the  Ti-ibune:  "It  is  cheering 
netus  that  Maurice  Colbourne,  Barry  Jack- 
son  and  their  repertory  company  are  com- 
ing back  to  Winnipeg  this  winter,  despite 
the  outbreak  of  war.  The  theatre  can 
play  a great  part  in  maintaining  morale 
and  in  speaking  to  the  heart  of  things 
that  matter  more  than  ever  in  these 
times.  Now,  if  ever,  the  show  must  go  on.” 

John  A.  Schuberg,  popular  veteran 
showman  is  here  on  a trip  of  inspection 
looking  over  the  Rio  and  Bijou  theatres 
with  his  associate  Helmer  Jernberg  . . . 
Walter  Grieve  of  Russell.  Man.,  is  a visitor 
to  the  city. 

The  John  Holden  Players  return  for 
their  fourth  successive  season  in  Winni- 
peg and  remain  the  only  permanent  stock 
company  in  the  Dominion. 

Dutch  Leavitt,  Columbia  manager,  with 
an  increased  family  has  taken  up  resi- 
dence in  his  home,  the  Canora  . . . Mrs. 
D.  V.  Rosen  is  back  after  a trip  to  the 
east. 

Vincent  Lopez  and  his  band  play  the 
Auditorium  for  a one  night  stand,  Sep- 
tember 30  . . . Nate  Rothstein  has  just  re- 
turned from  his  far  northern  theatre  at 
Goldfields,  Sask.,  where  express  charges 
are  higher  than  film  rentals  and  admis- 
sions are  50  and  75  cents. 

The  Rialto  Theatre  is  being  readied  to 
take  care  of  increased  business  and  is  un- 
dergoing extensive  alterations  which  in- 
clude a new  marquee,  new  seats  and  com- 
plete remodeling. 

Paris  Theatre,  St.  Boniface  new  house, 
is  being  readied  for  a late  October  open- 
ing. Big  increase  in  manufacturing  in  that 
section  seems  to  indicate  the  future  suc- 
cess of  the  house. 


Harry  Price  to  Distribute 
Six  Fred  Scott  Westerns 

Toronto — Harry  Price,  general  manager 
of  Superior  Films,  Ltd.,  has  signed  a con- 
tract for  the  distribution  in  Canada  of 
six  Fred  Scott  westerns  for  fall  and  win- 
ter schedules.  Arrangements  also  are  be- 
ing made  by  Superior  for  the  early  release 
for  the  new  sound  version  of  “Tumble- 
weeds” in  which  William  S.  Hart  was 
starred  in  1925. 

Bookings  are  numerous  for  “Hell’s 
Angels”  and  “Sky  Pilot”  because  of  war 
interest,  these  re-issues  being  controlled 
by  Superior. 


Ontario  Legislature 
Mum  on  War  Taxes 

Toronto — The  emergency  session  of  the 
Ontario  legislature  got  under  way  with- 
out a word  about  special  war  taxes  or  di- 
rect levies  of  any  kind,  although  it  is  an 
admitted  fact  that  the  Provincial  gov- 
ernment requires  more  revenue  for  war 
and  emergency  purposes. 

A close  watch  has  been  kept  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  Assembly  because  of 
the  prospect  of  increased  assessments,  but 
early  discussions  were  occupied  with  pro- 
tective measures  and  restrictions  against 
illegal  gatherings. 

The  Dominion  government  has  made  a 
drastic  increase  in  the  annual  license  fees 
for  privately-owned  commercial  broad- 
casting companies  and  there  is  a feeling 
that  the  Provincial  governments  in  Can- 
ada may  make  it  more  expensive  for  the- 
atres and  other  enterprises  to  operate 
through  advances  in  license  charges. 
Among  those  who  pay  a substantial  li- 
cense levy  are  the  film  distributors  who 
have  offices  in  six  provinces. 


New  Pact  to  Ludwig 

Hollywood — William  Ludwig  has  sign- 
ed a new  writing  ticket  at  Metro. 


ORGANIZATION  for  war  work  was 
formed  recently  among  the  girls  of  the 
various  Saint  John  film  exchanges  when 
they  met  at  the  home  of  Miss  Alice  L. 
Fairweather,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Maritime  film  board  of  trade.  Officers 
were  elected  as  follows:  Alice  L.  Fair- 
weather,  president:  Lillian  Bromfield  of 
United  Artists,  secretary;  Geraldine  O’Neill 
of  Paramount,  treasurer.  The  club  will 
meet  monthly  and  work  through  the  Red 
Cross  Society  and  the  Soldiers’  Comforts 
Ass’n.  Knitting  and  sewing  have  already 
been  started  and  other  plans  are  being 
considered  for  the  future. 

Nicholas  A.  Vassis,  part  owner  of  the 
Empire  theatres  of  Saint  John  and  Hali- 
fax, tvas  very  fortunate  in  having  his 
three-year-old  daughter,  Sophia,  escape 
grave  danger  when  she  was  being  brought 
to  this  country  from  Greece.  Sophia  and 
her  aunt  had  passage  from  England  book- 
ed on  the  ill-fated  liner  Athenia  but 
changed  their  plans  at  the  last  moment. 
Hi  the  hurry,  most  of  their  luggage  could 
not  he  transferred  to  the  other  ship  and  is 
now  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean, 

J.  Lieberman  of  the  Maritime  Film  Co. 
and  Samuel  Kunitsky  of  the  Eastern  Him 
Co.  combined  business  with  pleasure  when 
they  motored  to  Montreal  recently. 

"Only  Angels  Have  Wings”  played  a 
return  engagement  at  the  Strand  Thea- 
tre, Saint  John,  N.  B. 

J.  E.  Butler  of  the  Imperial  Theatre, 
Moncton,  N.  B.,  and  Colin  Danson  of  the 
Strand  'Theatre,  Sussex,  N.  B„  were  recent 
visitors  to  Filmrow, 


g B.  KENNEDY  who  recently  purchased 
the  theatre  at  Esquimalt,  is  on  his 
way  to  Winnipeg  in  his  car,  but  plans 
to  be  back  in  three  weeks  to  supervise 
renovation  of  his  theatre  which  he  may 
name  the  Nabor. 

L.  A.  “Sonny”  Allen  left  for  Toronto 
but  gave  no  intimation  as  to  when,  or  if, 
he  would  return  ...  A.  Wasel,  Varsity 
Theatre,  spent  some  time  on  Filmrow  ar- 
ranging bookings  for  his  new  theatre 
which  he  expects  to  open  the  first  week 
in  October. 

E.  W.  Bickel,  Ho  Ho  Theatre,  Ciunber- 
land,  and  Bickel  Theatre,  Courtney,  spent 
a few  days  here  booking  , . . C.  E,  Doctor 
boosted  boxoffice  receipts  at  the  Domin- 
ion, where  he  is  screening  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,”  by  having  a young  man,  in  proper 
collegiate  garb,  hand  out  candy  and  chew- 
ing gum  to  passersby. 

The  Lyric  has  again  been  incommoded 
by  having  the  street  torn  up  in  front  and 
the  air  vibrant  with  noise  of  air-drills  and 
blasting.  This  time  it  is  the  installation  of 
new  pipes;  before  it  was  paving.  Bob  Scott 
is  not  saying  anything  out  loud,  but  is 
doing  a heap  of  thinking. 

Tom  Shield’s  son,  who  is  usually  busy 
in  the  projection  room  of  his  father’s 
theatre,  the  Olympia,  is  enjoying  a holiday 
in  Hollywood,  getting  ideas  on  all  that  goes 
on  before  the  canned  picture  comes  to  the 
theatre  . . . M.  Checkik  and  his  son  have 
closed  their  theatre  at  the  lake  near 
Winnipeg  and  are  back  at  the  Bay. 

G.  G.  Baiss  and  his  wife  were  due  to  pass 
through  here  early  this  week  on  their  re- 
turn from  a motor  trip  to  Kamloops  and 
the  Cariboo,  having  left  the  Capitol,  Dun- 
can, in  the  competent  hands  of  their  son. 

Victor  Armand,  chief  of  engineering  and 
maintenance  for  Famous  Players,  spent 
several  days  in  Vancouver  in  the  course  of 
his  periodical  checkup  of  equipment  and 
contacts  with  the  technical  staff. 

W.  S.  "Bill”  Hanscher  of  Paramount, 
is  driving  a new  Nash  sedan  ...  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Fairleigh,  Hollywood  Theatre, 
are  holidaying  in  southern  California  with 
“Film  City”  as  one  of  their  principal  ob- 
jectives. 

A bronze  ash-tray  in  the  form  of  a bear 
standing  erect  beside  a pool,  or  basin,  oc- 
cupies a place  on  Bill  Jones’  desk  in  the 
RKO  office.  It  is  the  trademark  of  Boris 
Morros  and,  in  a way,  commemorates  the 
production  of  his  first  picture,  “The  Fly- 
ing Deuces,”  for  that  company.  Bill  is  ex- 
pecting “Nurse  Edith  Cavell”  next  week 
and  looks  for  a record  run. 

“Four  Feathers,”  which  ran  seven  weeks 
at  the  Plaza,  is  to  be  succeeded  by  "Win- 
ter Carnival”  . . . Les  Young  and  wife  for- 
got the  Fraser  Theatre  for  a few  days  to 
try  their  luck  with  rod  and  line. 

R.  John  Dawson,  Plaza  Theatre,  motored 
to  Seattle  for  a short  holiday  . . . Miss 
Amy  Scriven  was  expected  back  at  her 
desk  in  the  Stanley  on  her  return  from 
a holiday  in  the  Cariboo. 
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Ash  Can  Fleet 

M-G-M  (Miniature)  11  Mins. 

Whether  this  be  fact  or  fancy,  its  time- 
liness cannot  be  denied.  By  the  same 
token  it  has  been  done  with  the  flourish 
and  good  taste  that  might  induce  spon- 
taneous applause  in  the  knowledge  that 
America  is  reasonably  safe  in  the  event 
of  attack  from  submarines.  The  subject 
pays  rather  grim  homage  to  one  David 
Bushnell,  who,  in  a brief  introductory 
episode,  is  credited  by  “General  Von  Hin- 
denburg”  as  the  one  man  responsible  for 
Germany’s  defeat  in  the  First  World  War. 
Bushnell  is  pictured  as  a pioneer  in  un- 
derwater craft,  and  ironically,  as  the  in- 
ventor of  the  only  weapon  that  is  said  to 
successfully  combat  submarines — the  depth 
bomb.  Bushnell,  who  died  in  1824,  is  here 
credited  with  evolving  the  light,  fast  little 
wooden  fleet  that  today  is  being  count- 
ed on  largely  to  spell  underocean  destruc- 
tion to  invaders — the  Ash  Can  Fleet. 


The  Ninth  State 

Emerson  Yorke  22  Mins. 

A view  of  New  Hampshire,  the  necessary 
ninth  state  to  ratify  the  Constitution.  It 
is  a fine  presentation  that  rates  far 
above  the  ordinary  travelogue.  Filmed  in 
Cinecolor,  the  subject  presents  the  scenic, 
historical,  recreational  and  industrial 
highlights  of  the  state.  It  covers  all  sea- 
sons and  shows  a state  whose  beauty  is 
a revelation.  The  state  has  ample  vaca- 
tion spots  for  any  period  of  the  year. 
There  are  a great  variety  of  sights  and 
events  pictured  including  landmarks, 
monuments,  mountain  scenery,  the  Dart- 
mouth winter  carnival  and  a ski  jump. 
The  production  is  capably  handled  by 
Emerson  Yorke.  The  narration  is  by  Alois 
Havrilla  and  the  original  musical  score 
by  Solita  Palmer. 


Football  Thrills  of  1938 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith  Specialty)  10  Mins. 

Just  so  long  as  there’s  football  in  the 
air  this  subject  will  make  an  attractive 
and  thrilling  addition  to  your  program. 
Although  the  shots  are  all  of  last  season’s 
games  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  conceal 
this  fact,  patrons  are  sure  to  recapture 
the  thrill  of  the  game.  The  outstanding 
plays  of  the  principal  1938  contests  are 
shown  in  graphic  order  and  won’t  let  the 
most  rabid  fan  down  for  a moment.  Pete 
Smith  lends  his  voice  and  humor  to  the 
proceedings. 


Gun  Play 

RKO  Pathe  (Sportscope)  9 Mins. 

A visit  to  one  of  the  more  noted  gun 
clubs  where  shooting  is  carried  on  with 
a great  deal  of  skill.  The  popular  sport 
of  skeet  shooting  is  varied  by  mechanical 
devices  to  simulate  the  different  types  of 
game  hunting.  It  is  an  interesting  reel 
and  should  be  popular  with  sport  fans. 


Ride,  Cowboy,  Ride 

(Technicolor  Featurette) 
Vitaphone  20  Mins. 

Here  is  an  interesting  departure  in 
short  subjects  that  works  out  satisfac- 
torily from  an  entertainment  standpoint. 
It  is  a regular  western  condensed  into 
two  reels,  abetted  by  some  fine  color 
photography  and  musical  interludes. 
The  story  has  Maris  Wrixon  returning 
to  her  mother  after  spending  years  at 
a finishing  school  in  the  east.  Much 
to  her  astonishment,  she  finds  her 
mother  runs  the  saloon  and  is  known 
as  Cactus  Kate.  The  bandits,  who  are 
headed  by  George  Reeves,  attempt  to 
shoot  the  town  up  at  night.  As  in  all 
horse  operas,  however,  they  are  van- 
quished. Dennis  Morgan  is  the  hero 
who  would  make  the  other  singing 
cowboys  look  to  their  laurels  if  he  de- 
cided to  mount  a saddle.  Cliff  Ed- 
wards also  is  featured.  George  Amy 
directed. 


Sword  Fishing 

Vitaphone  (Vitaphone  Variety)  10  Mins. 

Here  is  an  exceptional  sport  short  about 
fishing  which  features  Howard  Hill, 
world’s  champion  archer,  for  the  novelty 
angle.  Hill  goes  after  the  marlin  and 
swordfish  with  a bow  and  arrow.  The  ar- 
row is  attached  by  a string  to  a regular 
reel  so  that  the  fish  may  be  played  in  the 
regular  way.  It  affords  Hill  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  demonstrate  his  accuracy.  The 
narration  is  by  Ronald  Reagan. 


History  Repeats  Itseli 

vitaphone  (Vitaphone  Variety)  10  Mins. 

The  three  Radio  Rogues  are  fairly 
amusing  in  their  imitations  of  such  per- 
sonalities as  Jimmy  Durante,  Ned  Sparks, 
Baby  Snooks,  Bob  Burns,  Jack  Benny  and 
others.  An  inane  script  dealing  with  a 
machine  that  is  supposed  to  project  any 
scene  from  past  history  forms  the  back- 
ground for  the  Radio  Rogues  to  display 
their  respective  talents. 


Unseen  Guardians 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  llMms. 

The  thought  behind  this  grand  little 
subject  seems  to  be  that  for  every  person 
who  makes  an  outstanding  contribution 
to  the  general  welfare  of  society  there 
are  thousands  whose  contributions  to  pub- 
lic benefaction  go  unheralded  and  totally 
unappreciated.  So  we  see  three  chapters 
— U.  S.  postal  inspectors,  underwriters’ 
laboratories  and  children’s  societies — of 
these  unpublicized  guardians.  The  post- 
office  inspectors  are  shown  nicking  the 
penny-ante  racketeers  who  invariably  prey 
upon  unsuspecting,  poor  housewives.  The 
work  of  the  laboratories  centers  about 
testing  the  relative  merits  of  products  that 
have  to  do  with  the  protection  of  life 
or  property  from  fires,  while  the  third 
subject  deals  with  selecting  parents  who 
wish  to  adopt  orphans. 


Jeepers  Creepers 

Vitaphone  (Looney  Tune)  7 Mins. 

Clever  and  amusing  is  this  cartoon  which 
has  Officer  Porky  tangling  with  a happy- 
go-lucky  ghost  in  a haunted  house.  The 
ghost  has  a lot  of  fun  with  Porky  who 
has  the  last  laugh. 


NE  WSREELS 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19 

Movietone  News,  No.  3:  The  French  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  Chamberlain  carries  gas  mask,  sinking 
of  Courageous,  survivors  tell  story,  Sumner 
Welles,  Squalus  brought  to  drydock,  Le'W  Lehr, 
Riggs  and  Miss  Marble  win  tennis  titles,  Bud 
Ward,  the  golf  crown. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  201:  Courageous  sunk  by 
U-boat,  Britain  carries  on,  conquest  of  Poland, 
arrival  of  ocean  liners,  Coney  Island  fire,  Riggs 
and  Miss  Marble  win,  Bud  Ward  takes  links  crown. 

Paramount  News,  No.  6:  Entire  reel  devoted  to 
first  battle  pictures  of  Germany’s  march  into 
Poland. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No,  18:  England  on  volun- 
teer war  basis,  Welles  leaves  for  Panama,  Coney 
Island  fire,  headliners  jam  ships  homeward- 
bound,  Bud  Ward  wins  golf  crown,  Riggs  and 
Miss  Marble  win. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  807;  Red  Army  invades 
Poland,  Britain  carries  on,  aircraft  carrier  tor- 
pedoed, Squalus  reaches  drydock,  U-boat  victims 
arrive  in  N.  Y.,  Welles  off  to  Panama  parley, 
Coney  Island  fire.  Ward  wins  golf  crown,  Miss 
Marble  and  Riggs  win. 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  21 

Movietone  New^s,  No.  4:  War  films  of  German 
attack  on  Poland  showing  the  various  forces  in 
action,  the  shelling  of  Westerplatte  by  a German 
cruiser  and  the  German  attack  by  air;  also  the 
President’s  message. 

News  of  the  Day,  No.  202:  Official  German 
films  of  the  conquest  of  Poland,  the  President’s 
historic  speech,  Knox  and  Landon  summoned  to 
Washington. 

ParainouJit  News,  No.  7:  Highlights  of  the 
Louis-Pastor  and  Nova-Galento  fights,  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Windsor  in  England,  the  Bergdoll  trial, 
a summary  on  how  to  keep  out  of  war,  and  the 
President’s  speech. 

RKO  Pathe  News,  No.  19:  President  addresses 
neutrality  session  (post  released),  Bergdoll  comes 
to  trial,  Latin-American  defenses  bolstered,  U.  S. 
plans  500  ships  in  10  years,  Whalen  goes  abroad, 
outboard  racing,  U.  S.  C.  opens  training. 

Universal  Newsreel,  No.  808:  Mourn  child  victim 
of  U-boat,  the  Bergdoll  trial,  grounded  liner, 
Mexicans  hail  independence,  army  tests  new 
searchlight,  U.  S.  C.  starts  training,  famous 
roundup  is  staged,  grid  stars  go  on  warpath. 
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Columbia 

Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

The  "Blondie"  series  really  do  the  busi- 
ness for  me.  Everyone  seemed  to  think  it  was 
the  best  picture  of  the  series  to  date.  Strictly 
a family  picture.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  25-20-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  12,000.  Capacity:  360. — Stan- 
ley E.  Blackburn,  Mainstreet  Theatre,  Fre- 
mont, Neb. 

Only  Angels  Have  Wings 

Here  is  the  class  of  the  pictures  dealing  in 
flying.  Fair  business,  but  after  it  was  gone, 
many  wished  they  had  attended.  Grant  and 
Arthur  perfect.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Cool.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 
700.  Capacity:  250. — R.  A.  Moore,  State  Thea- 
tre, Clarence,  la. 

Romance  of  the  Redwoods 

Charles  Bickford  in  a "romantic"  role,  can 
you  imagine  it?  Picture  just  did  get  by.  Co- 
lumbia made  it  and  had  to  get  rid  of  it — the 
exhibitor  has  to  get  rid  of  it  also — but  how? 
You  guess.  We  played  on  10-cent  bargain 
night.  Population:  2,600.  Capacity:  300. — John 
W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon, 
Ark. 

First  National 

Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy 

Edward  G.  Robinson  in  a great  picture  that 
all  Americans  should  see.  For  us  it  was  a 
problem  to  get  them  in.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  10-2  for  35.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle 
Williams,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare 

Probably  not  as  good  as  the  previous  "Kil- 
dares,"  but  still  it  brought  in  a better  than 
average  crowd.  This  series,  if  they  continue 
to  be  handled  right,  will  have  a definite  fol- 
lowing. Lionel  Barrymore  delivers  a mos,t 
excellent  performance.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Fine.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — W.  D.  Ras- 
mussen, Tivoli  Theatre,  Le  Roy,  Minn. 
Calling  Dr.  Kildare 

This  series  gets  better  as  it  goes  along. 
Very  entertaining  and  should  do  well  at  the 
boxoffice.  Lionel  Barrymore  and  Lew  Ayres 
turn  in  top  performances.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity:  250.- — 
R.  A.  Moore,  State  Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 
Calling  Dr.  Kildare 

Lionel  Barrymore,  Lew  Ayres,  in  another 
good  "Kildare"  feature.  People  like  this 
series.  Wed.,  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 10,  2 for  35.  General  patronage. 
Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Wil- 
liams, Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

Hardys  Ride  High 

Mickey  Rooney  in  another  hit  feature.  These 
"Hardys"  so  far  are  just  what  they  want. 
How  long  they  will  click  is  a question.  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  10, 
2 for  35.  General  patronage.  Population: 
1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli 
Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 


An  open  forum  for  exhibitor  com- 
ment. Please  address  communications 
and  requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE 
EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  Boxof- 
fice, 4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Hardys  Ride  High 

Think  Leo  has,  just  about  milked  this  Hardy 
Family  series  dry.  This  one  kinda  "runt  of 
the  family"  and  did  not  draw  or  please  as 
usual.  I guess  too  much  sameness  with 
same  characters.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Admission: 
25-15.  Population:  2,600.  Capacity:  300. — John 
W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon, 
Ark. 

It's  a Wonderful  World 

Average  programmer,  did  okay  first  day. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Admiss,ion:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  1,500.  Capacity: 
260. — C.  W.  Ritenour,  Milford  Theatre,  Mil- 
ford, 111. 

It's  a Wonderful  World 

A screwball  picture,  almost  impossible.  Did 
good  business  one  day  and  then  took  a 
nosedive  into  the  lows  of  a long  time.  Just  a 
lot  of  crazy  antics  built  around  a murder  and 
the  solution  of  the  guilty  party.  There  are 
too  many  murder  pictures.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — 
W.  D.  Rasmussen,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Le  Roy, 
Minn. 

It's  a Wonderful  World 

Right  up  to  snuff  for  Claudette  Colbert  and 
James  Stewart.  Her  best  for  some  time.  Very 
entertaining  throughout.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Cool.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  250. — R.  A.  Moore, 
State  Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 

Lady  of  the  Tropics 

A very  good  picture.  I don't  like  the  Taylor- 
Lamarr  combination,  but  the  public  sure 
goes  for  Hedy.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  30-20.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,300.  Capacity:  315. — Ray  H.  Ransom, 
Roxy  Theatre,  Huntsville,  Mo. 

Maisie 

Ann  (Sothern)  went  around  and  inter- 
viewed Mae  West  before  she  made  this  and 
Mae  showed  her  how  to  put  her  curves  over 
the  plate.  Anyhow  she  made  a "home  run" 
in  this  picture  as  it  pleased  100  per  cent. 
Robert  Young  was  in  it  too,  but  it  was  all 
Ann's  picture.  Who  in  the  'ell  said  Leo  was 
slippin'?  Gimme  some  more  of  these  "slips." 
Sun.,  Mon.  Admission:  25-15.  Population:  2,600. 
Capacity:  300. — John  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

Maisie 

A real  delight  to  see  and  escape  from  the 
monotonous  sameness  we  have  had  lately 
in  program  pictures.  A natural  for  the  small 
town  folks  who  like  their  pictures  to  have  an 
occasional  breath  of  the  wide  open  spaces. 
Maisie  is  definitely  O.  K.,  the  patrons  came 
out  smiling.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Cool.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800. — Capacity:  250. — W.  D.  Rasmussen, 
Tivoli  Theatre,  Le  Roy,  Minn. 

Miracles  for  Sale 

A very  good  show.  Played  Sun.,  Mon.  to 


the  smallest  crowd  since  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips."  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  2,300.  Capacity: 
315. — Ray  H.  Ransom,  Roxy  Theatre,  Hunts- 
ville, Mo. 

On  Borrowed  Time 

A picture  which,  if  advertised  correctly, 
will  please  all  and  do  above  average  busi- 
ness. Lionel  Barrymore  and  Bobs  Watson 
cannot  be  beat  for  a perfect  performance. 
Credit  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Brink  (Cedric 
Hardwicke)  and  the  director  of  this  picture 
also.  Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
30-15-10.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,000.  Capacity:  300. — B.  F.  Jack- 
son,  Delta  Theatre,  Ruleville,  Miss. 

Pygmalion 

Another  in  the  strictly  A class  picture.  All 
the  Leslie  Howard  fans  will  turn  out  for  this 
one.  Confidentially  I thought  it  a little  screwy. 
Audience  reaction — a lot  better  than  mine. 
Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20. 
General  patronage.  Capacity:  668. — Frank 
Blocher,  Kimbark  Theatre,  Chicago,  111. 

San  Francisco  (reissue) 

Certainly  an  excellent  picture.  The  earth- 
quake scenes  are  spectacular.  Seldom  have 
we  seen  anything  done  with  such  awe-in- 
spiring reality.  We  need  more  pictures  in 
this  class  these  days  with  the  new  techniques 
developed  in  color  and  sound.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Cool.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — 
W.  D.  Rasmussen,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Le  Roy, 
Minn. 

Sergeant  Madden 

Not  near  the  Beery  feature  expected.  He's 
got  to  swagger  or  lie  or  fight  to  bring  out  the 
character  patrons,'  love.  No  business.  Wed., 
Thurs.  Weather:  Hot.  General  patronage. 
Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — E.  B.  Wacas- 
ter,  Ozark  Theatre,  Ozark,  Ark. 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son! 

Just  what  the  boxoffice  needs  to  compete 
with  the  war  hysteria.  Good  show.  Good 
business.  Everybody  satisfied.  Fri.,  Sat. 
Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  260. — C.  W. 
Ritenour,  Milford  Theatre,  Milford,  111. 

Tarzan  Finds  a Son! 

The  crowds  came  and  M-G-M  gave  us  a 
break  by  charging  a fair  rental.  The  photog- 
raphy is  exquisite.  This  new  process  of  color 
photography  does  not  have  the  harshness  of 
Technicolor  and  is  more  natural  than  any- 
thing I have  ever  seen  on  the  screen.  The 
"Son"  is  definitely  a hit.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — 
W.  D.  Rasmussen,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Le  Roy, 
Minn. 

Monogram 

Down  Wyoming  Trail 

Boxoffice  reviews  said  this  was  very  poor. 
However,  my  receipts  were  the  largest  for 
the  weekend  since  the  summer  drop-off. 
Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Warm.  Admis,sion: 
20-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
12,000.  Capacity:  200. — H.  L.  Stolzman,  Eagle 
Theatre,  Austin,  Minn. 
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Streets  of  New  York 

Evidently  my  people  would  rather  see  the 
jails,  pines  and  scrub  oaks  of  Newayga 
county  than  the  streets  of  New  York.  The  so- 
called  Jackie  Cooper  specials  left  a poor  re- 
port at  the  boxoffice.  Population:  500.  Capa- 
city: 150. — H.  C.  Allison,  White  Cloud  Thea- 
tre, White  Cloud,  Mich. 

Wolf  Call 

Good-looking  scenery  and  the  dog  seemed 
to  hold  interest,  but  it  died  the  second  day. 
Weather:  Fair.  Population:  500.  Capacity: 
150. — H.  C.  Allison,  White  Cloud  Theatre, 
White  Cloud,  Mich. 

Paramount 

Grade  Allen  Murder  Case 
Did  OK,  but  don't  know  why  except  that 
giveaway  helped  it.  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  260. — C.  W.  Rite- 
nour,  Milford  Theatre,  Milford,  111. 

Grade  Allen  Murder  Case 

Grade  is  as  silly  as  ever.  Played  on  bar- 
gain nite  to  above  average  crowd,  that's  all 
it's  good  for.  Admission:  20-10.  Rural  patron- 
age. Population:  2,300.  Capacity:  315. — Ray 
H.  Ransom,  Roxy  Theatre,  Huntsville,  Mo. 

Lady's  From  Kentucky 

This  is  a very  good  race  horse  picture.  If 
you  love  horses  play  it.  Tuea.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patronage. 
Population:  950.  Capacity:  250. — H.  S.  Conroy, 
Roxie  Theatre,  Shelton,  Neb. 

Some  Like  It  Hot 

A very  good  program  picture  that  will 
draw  above  average  due  to  Gene  Krupa  s 
drumming  and  his  band.  Give  us  lots  of 
shows  with  plenty  of  gags,  pep  and  good 
bands.  Wed.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-15- 
10.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,000.  Capacity:  300. — B.  F.  Jackson, 
Delta  Theatre,  Ruleville,  Miss. 

Sunset  Trail 

For  action,  thrills  and  a real  western  you 
can  ask  for  none  better  than  Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy. He's  tops  here  for  the  lovers  of  horse 
operas.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  700.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — R.  A.  Moore,  State  Theatre, 
Clarence,  la. 

HKO  Radio 

Bachelor  Mother 

A "honey"  of  a little  picture  that  pleased 
old  and  young  alike.  Did  a capacity  business 
and  received  many  favorable  comments  from 
my  patrons.  A real  boxoffice  picture.  Sun., 
Mon.,  Tues.  Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  25- 
20-10.  General  patronage.  Population:  12,000. 
Capacity:  360. — Stanley  E.  Blackburn,  Main- 
street  Theatre,  Fremont,  Neb. 

Career 

I couldn't  get  them  in  on  this  one.  The  few 
who  did  come  in  seemed  to  like  it.  Don't  bet 
heavily  on  this  one.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-20-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  12,000.  Capacity:  360. 
— Stanley  E.  Blackburn,  Mainstreet  Theatre. 
Fremont,  Neb. 

Love  Affair 

Used  on  giveaway  night  and  got  away 
with  it.  My  crowd  doesn't  go  for  this  type  or 
for  Charles  Boyer.  Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  260. — C.  W.  Rite- 
nour,  Milford  Theatre,  Milford,  111. 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle 

A nice  picture  which  should  click.  Plot  very 


appropriate  for  right  now.  Business  below 
par,  but  those  who  saw  it,  praised  it.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  700.  Capacity:  250. — R. 
A.  Moore,  State  Theatre,  Clarence,  la. 

Trouble  at  Sundown 

George  O'Brien  is  ideal  western  star.  The 
O'Brien  series,  of  westerns  from  RKO  has 
been  uniformly  good  and  this  one  is  no  ex- 
ception. Plenty  of  action  and  thrills.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Population:  ^600.  Capacity:  300. 
— John  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Clarendon,  Ark. 

Republic 

Man  of  Conquest 

Although  I didn't  do  a terrific  business  with 
this  one,  I have  to  hand  it  to  Republic  for 
stepping  to  the  front  and  turning  out  a real 
production.  Talent  and  money  were  no  ob- 
jection to  Republic  in  this  endeavor.  Sun., 
Mon.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20.  General 
patronage.  Capacity;  668. — Frank  Blocher, 
Kimbark  Theatre,  Chicago,  III. 

Southward,  Hoi 

A good  draw  here,  this  Rogers  boy.  We 
had  too  much  going  on  outside  to  get  a break 
on  this  one.  Fri.,  Sat.  Weather:  Hot.  Admisr 
sion:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population:  700. 
Capacity:  250. — R.  A.  Moore,  State  Theatre, 
Clarence,  la. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Boy  Friend 

This  picture  did  above  average  business 
on  gift  night.  The  last  few  Jane  Withers’  pic- 
tures have  been  of  mediocre  quality.  This  one 
was  only  slightly  better.  If  Jane  could  get 
a break  and  have  an  outstanding  picture 
with  a strong  supporting  cast,  her  future 
would  be  much  more  secure.  Wed.,  Thurs. 
Weather:  Warm.  Admission:  25-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  800.  Capacity:  250. — 
W.  D.  Rasmussen,  Tivoli  Theatre,  he  Roy, 
Minn. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 

Another  Chan  that  failed  to  bring  them  in 
as  usual.  These  do  nothing  at  the  boxoffice. 
Saturday.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  10,  2 
for  35.  General  patronage.  Population:  1,800. 
Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,  Tivoli  Thea- 
tre, Knoxville,  III. 

Gorilla,  The 

No.  No — a thousand  times  No!  The  silent 
version  of  this  flicker  was  100  per  cent  bet- 
ter than  this.  Ritz  Bros,  spoiled  this  one. 
Audience  reaction — None.  Thurs.  Weather. 
Fair.  Admission:  20.  General  patronage.  Ca- 
pacity: 668. — Frank  Blocher,  Kimbark  Thea- 
tre, Chicago,  111. 

Inside  Story 

Bargain  Night  picture.  'Nuff  said.  Popula- 
tion: 2,600.  Capacity:  300. — John  W.  Crabtree, 
Paramount  Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 

Not  another  "Ragtime."  Did  average  box- 
office.  A1  Jolson  isn't  liked  heie  so  perhaps 
that  hurt  the  picture.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  260.. — C.  W.  Rite- 
nour,  Milford  Theatre,  Milford,  III. 

Rose  of  Washington  Square 
Tyrone  Power,  Alice  Faye,  A1  Jolson  in  a 
good  musical.  Will  please  if  your  patrons  like 
them.  Wed.,  Thura.,  Fri.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 10,  2 for  35.  General  patronage. 
Population:  1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Wil- 
liams, Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 


Tail  Spin 

One  of  the  best  air  pictures  that  we  have 
ever  played.  Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Hot.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 950.  Capacity:  250. — H.  S.  Conroy,  Roxie 
Theatre,  Shelton,  Neb. 

Tail  Spin 

Good  action  picture,  but  drew  just  an  aver- 
age crowd.  Airplane  pictures  usually  aver- 
age draw  here.  Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  35-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 500.  Capacity:  250. — H.  M.  Weydahl, 
Killdeer  Theatre,  Killdeer,  N.  D. 

United  Artists 

Hurricane  (reissue) 

This  is  a repeat  that  failed  to  bring  them 
in.  Would  not  advise  returning  this  attrac- 
tion. Wed.,  Thurs.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 10,  2 for  35.  General  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,800.  Capacity:  189. — Earle  Williams,, 
Tivoli  Theatre,  Knoxville,  111. 

Universal 

Mikado,  The 

Okay  for  a class  audience.  Wonderful  sing- 
ing, beautiful  Technicolor,  audience  reaction 
excellent.  Sun.,  Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  20.  General  patronage.  Ca- 
pacity: 668. — Frank  Blocher,  Kimbark  Thea- 
tre, Chicago,  111. 

Pirates  of  the  Skies 

The  picture  takes  them  in  the  air,  and 
when  the  exhibitor  looks  at  the  receipts  he 
goes  up  in  the  air,  too.  Double  feature  stuff 
only.  Admission:  15-10.  Population:  2,600.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — John  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

Spirit  of  Culver 

Crowd  (?)  was  considerable  under  par  on 
this  one  which  pleased  about  50  per  cent 
of  a 50  per  cent  patronage  which  made  me 
pay  50  per  cent  more  for  the  picture  than  it 
waa  worth  to  me.  Population:  2,600.  Capacity: 
300. — John  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount  Theatre, 
Clarendon,  Ark. 

Sun  Never  Sets.  The 

A very  good  show.  It  has  plenty  of  action. 
Sun.,  Mon.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  950.  Capacity: 
250. — H.  S.  Conroy,  Roxie  Theatre,  Shelton, 
Neb. 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

Very  good  production  and  will  please 
where  Deanna  Durbin  is  a favorite.  Sun., 
Mon.  Admission:  25-15.  Population:  2,600.  Ca- 
pacity: 300.— John  W.  Crabtree,  Paramount 
Theatre,  Clarendon,  Ark. 

Warner  Bros. 

Dodge  City 

Our  best  boxoffice  attraction  to  date.  Our 
patrons  like  this  type  of  picture.  Errol  Flynn 
never  better.  Let  s have  more  like  this  one. 
Sat.,  Sun.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  35-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  500.  Capacity: 
250. — H M.  Weydahl,  Killdeer  Theatre,  Kill- 
deer, N.  D. 

Juarez 

A very  fine  picture  which  will  not  do  busi- 
ness, in  small  towns.  Leave  off  your  costume 
historical  pictures,  Mr.  Warner  Bros.,  and 
you  will  be  about  tops  in  every  respect.  I 
would  advise  small  towns  to  play  this  pic- 
ture on  preferred  time.  Thurs.,  Fri.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  30-15-10.  Rural  and  small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity: 
300. — B.  F.  Jackson,  Delta  Theatre,  Ruleville, 
Miss. 
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Warner  Emphasizes 
Training  of  Ushers 

Ushers  are  the  management’s  repre- 
sentatives and  the  proper  training  of  the 
theatre  service  staff  is  an  important  fac- 
tor in  the  operation  of  a theatre.  Box- 
office  feels  the  remarks  of  Charles  H. 
Ryan,  assistant  zone  manager  of  the  War- 
ner Chicago  theatres,  are  pertinent. 


An  usher  at  all  times  on  the  floor  should 
be  neat  and  well-groomed.  Clean  shave, 
clean  face  and  hands,  fingernails  trimmed 
and  clean,  hair  combed  neatly,  shoes 
shined  and  clothes  pressed  and  neat.  If 
an  applicant  is  untidy  when  applying  for 
a job,  it  is  a fair  indication  that  he  is 
naturally  untidy  and  careless  of  his  ap- 
pearance. 

A boy  may  qualify  in  every  other  detail, 
but  he  may  not  be  able  to  walk  correctly. 
He  may  be  one  of  those  loose-limbed  boys 
who  are  awkward  and  will  make  an  awk- 
ward appearance.  Each  boy  must  have 
the  ability  to  walk,  stand  and  be  snappy 
in  his  posture. 

In  the  preliminary  training  period,  the 
boys  should  be  brought  together  for  a talk 
on  the  why  and  wherefore  of  service  in  a 
theatre.  Make  them  realize  that  service 
is  fully  as  important  as  the  quality  of 
the  show.  Each  new  boy  must  be  made  to 
feel  that  service  is  the  most  important 
thing  in  a theatre  as  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned. 

When  an  usher  addresses  a patron,  he 


must  be  taught  never  to  touch  a patron 
when  addressing  one  to  gain  his  attention. 
Only  if  asked  to  assist  should  an  usher 
ever  touch  any  patron,  the  exception  be- 
ing with  old  and  feeble  people  who  ob- 
viously need  assistance. 

Another  point  in  training  the  usher  is 
the  physical  layout  of  the  theatre.  Show 
him  where  each  exit  is.  He  must  know  the 
locations  of  all  fire  extinguishers.  Show 
him  the  porters’  room,  projection  booth, 
engineers’  room,  etc. 

The  usher  should  know  at  all  times  how 
many  available  seats  are  in  his  sections. 
Escorting  patrons  to  their  seats  has  a def- 
inite significance  and  must  be  done  with 
the  utmost  courtesy  and  satisfaction  to 
the  patron.  This  is  an  important  factor 
in  service.  The  flashlight  should  be  held 
in  either  hand,  but  in  the  back  of  the 
usher  and  pointing  downward  in  order  to 
give  good  light  to  the  patron,  but  where 
it  will  not  glare  in  the  eyes  of  the  seated 
patrons.  The  usher  should  be  about  three 
or  four  feet  in  advance  and  should  stand 
facing  the  patron  when  the  proper  seat  is 
found. 

As  the  usher  meets  the  patron  in  the 
aisle  (when  the  house  is  not  crowdecf)  it 
is  a good  point  in  service  for  courtesy 
and  convenience  to  ask  the  patron,  “How 
far,  please?”  and  “How  many,  please?” 
First  of  all,  it  helps  the  usher  and  gives 
the  patron  something  personal  to  think 
about.  He  feels  that  the  theatre  is  doing 
all  it  can  for  him. 

Selling  seats  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant factors  in  service.  Phrases  such  as, 
“I  have  a good  pair  of  seats,  right  down 
this  aisle,”  and  “There  are  two  good 
seats  near  the  front,  but  in  a good  place,” 


and  etc.,  and  the  things  which  please  the 
patron.  In  a crowded  house  where  most 
people  come  in  couples,  there  is  usually 
an  over-abimdance  of  single  seats  which 
are  wasting  money  for  the  theatre.  ’There 
is  a definite  technique  for  selling  single 
seats.  Naturally,  a young  couple,  or  even 
most  old  people,  do  not  like  to  be  sepa- 
rated. 

Here  is  the  time  when  the  usher  must 
use  persuasion,  tact  and  diplomacy  to  get 
couples  to  take  single  seats.  He  can  say, 
“I  have  two  single  seats,  close  together 
and  in  the  center  where  you  can  see  each 
other  and  join  later.”  'There  are  coimt- 
less  ways  in  which  to  word  phrases  to  a 
patron  which  will  satisfy  him.  'The  main 
idea  is  to  get  singles  sold. 

Opens  New  Show  Season 
As  Community  Event 

Meriden,  Conn. — A community  event  is 
the  manner  in  which  Manager  Joseph  G. 
Samartano  of  the  Loew-Poli  Palace  ap- 
proached his  campaign  for  the  opening 
of  the  new  show  season. 

A letter  of  endorsement  was  secured 
from  the  mayor  and  blown  up  in  40x60 
and  used  for  a lobby  display.  It  was  also 
planted  in  the  local  papers.  A parade  was 
staged  to  usher  in  the  season  for  the 
theatre  and  merchants.  Coop>eration  of 
the  merchants’  bureau  aided  in  making 
this  an  important  municipal  affair. 

A reviewing  stand  was  erected  in  front 
of  the  theatre  where  the  official  reception 
committee  consisting  of  the  mayor  and 
other  city  officials  reviewed  the  parade. 

Runs  Ad  to  Stir  General 
Interest  in  Newsreels 

Defiance,  Ohio — E.  E.  Bair,  city  man- 
ager for  the  Mailers  circuit  of  theatres, 
thinks  that  newsreels  are  very  important 
today.  So  strongly  does  he  feel  it  that  re- 
cently he  used  a two-column  seven-inch 
ad  in  the  daily  newspaper  to  stress  the 
value  of  the  newsreels. 

Bair  also  got  in  step  with  the  Wash- 
ington officials  by  asking  his  patrons  to 
sift  news  from  the  welter  of  propaganda 
now  disseminated.  First  he  gave  a pop- 
ular definition  of  “propaganda.”  Then  he 
quoted  President  Roosevelt  as  saying 
“'Think  Things  Through.”  'The  ad  con- 
cludes with  “Follow  the  News  Reelsl  Con- 
firm what  you  read  and  hear!”  Bair  re- 
ports that  the  ad  awakened  general  in- 
terest in  the  newsreels. 

Newspaper  Center  Spread 
Promoted  lor  "Women" 

Manitowoc,  Wis. — R.  S.  Guitermann, 
manager  of  the  Capitol  'Theatre  here,  pro- 
moted a center  spread  newspaper  adver- 
tisement with  one-quarter  of  the  ad  carry- 
ing the  theatre’s  plug  for  “’The  Women.” 
Caption  across  the  top  of  the  spread  read: 
“Tomorrow  Is  Manitowoc’s  Greatest  Shop- 
ping Day  for  ‘The  Women.’  ” 


Gold  Bricks  for  "Oz" — 

A traffic-stopping  stunt  here  is  engineered  by  the  Loevfs  Ohio  Theatre 
for  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.”  The  Brinks  armored  express  truck  here  is  shoum 
delivering  “gold”  bricks  under  heavy  guard  to  the  theatre. 
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Promote  "Ecstasy"  With 
Emphasis  on  Lamarr 

Detroit — Hedy  Lamarr’s  unique  appeal 
was  responsible  for  two  unusual  promo- 
tions in  newspaper  advertising  here. 
First  was  an  advance  piece,  two  columns 
by  three  inches,  run  by  Earl  Hudson  of 
Detroit  Theatres.  A large  cut  of  a doleful 
baby  sitting  on  a desk  answering  a tele- 
phone appeared,  with  a “balloon”  cap- 
tion: 

“Papa  won’t  be  home  Friday.  He’s  go- 
ing to  see  Hedy  Lamarr  and  Robert  Tay- 
lor in  ‘Lady  of  the  Tropics’  at  the  Michi- 
gan.” Simple  style  of  the  ad,  and  its 
effective  photo  of  the  precocious  young- 
ster, made  it  a good  eyecatcher. 

The  Drive-In  Theatre,  playing  “Ec- 
stasy” wound  up  their  ad  with: 

“See  Hedy — in  all  the  moods  of  a woman 
in  the  Ecstasy  of  Love.” 

Then  in  boldface — “Not  recommended 
for  children.” 

And  finally  in  all  caps — “See  it  in  the 
privacy  of  your  car.” 


"Rulers  of  the  Sea"  Is 
Publicized  By  Woods 

Salt  Lake  City — Some  outstanding  pub- 
licity for  “Rulers  of  the  Sea”  was  ar- 
ranged by  Manager  Clare  Woods  of  the 
Centre  here  for  its  world  premiere. 

A stage  appearance  of  four  beautiful 
“Skipperettes”  and  the  “Skipper”  of  a 
70-foot  replica  of  the  full-rigged  clipper 
and  first  trans-Atlantic  steamer  used  in 
the  filming  of  this  big  Paramount  produc- 
tion, marked  a significant  bit  of  public- 
ity. This  boat  was  on  display  as  one  of 
the  headline  attractions  at  the  Utah  State 
Fair  Grounds,  being  described  as  “per- 
fect to  the  smallest  detail.” 

In  the  lobby.  Woods  set  up  an  electric- 
ally-arranged  setting  depicting  the  waves 
and  ship  in  motion  and  cuts  of  stars  in 
the  cast. 


Paramount  Caravan  Idea 
Dies  of  Own  Weight 

Denver — The  weight  of  the  trucks  be- 
ing used  in  the  “Rulers  of  the  Sea”  cara- 
van launched  from  Hollywood  by  Para- 
mount for  the  picture  of  that  title  has 
ended  the  tour  here.  The  state  govern- 
ments of  Nebraska,  Iowa  and  Missouri  de- 
clined permits  for  the  passage  of  the  Car- 
avan over  their  highways. 


Associated  Theatres  and 
WGAR  in  Joint  Tieup 

Cleveland  — The  Associated  Theatres 
circuit,  involving  more  than  20  theatres, 
has  entered  into  a tieup  with  WGAR  in 
connection  with  the  sponsored  daily  pro- 
gram entitled  “Hollywood  News  and 
Views,”  which  is  on  the  air  every  day 
from  8:45  to  9 a.  m.  The  sponsor,  Conta- 
dina  Tomato  Paste,  is  running  a contest. 
During  the  program,  the  pictures  playing 
at  a group  of  Associated  circuit  houses  is 
announced.  Passes  to  the  theatre  so 
named  are  given  to  the  daily  winners  in 
the  contest.  Seven  theatres  of  the  Asso- 
ciated group  are  named  daily. 


Valuable  Space  to  a Picture — 

The  entire  Fifth  Avenue  window  of  Russeks,  one  of  the  most  valuable 
display  locations  in  New  York  City,  here  is  devoted  to  a tieup  with  RKO’s 
“Fifth  Avenue  Girl.”  Featuring  a lifesized  pastel  of  Ginger  Rogers,  the 
display  is  built  around  fur  fashions  of  muffs  and  matching  hats,  a partic- 
ularly timely  idea  right  now. 


Community  Goodwill 


Cleveland — The  neighborhood  in  which 
the  Union  Theatre  is  located  is  unique. 
There  has  been  comparatively  few 
changes  of  faces  during  the  past  15  or 
20  years.  Each  year  the  residents  stage  a 
community  party,  roping  off  one  of  the 
streets,  where  they  arrange  tables,  serve 
dinner  to  those  who  still  live  there  and 
to  those  who  come  back  from  other  sec- 
tions where  they  have  moved. 

Nate  Bigelson  is  manager  of  the  Union 
Theatre.  He  is  part  of  the  community. 
Not  only  the  social  but  also  the  civic 
life.  He  is  a member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Woodland  Hills  Business 
Men’s  Ass’n.  As  such  he  recently  attended 
a picnic  held  by  the  association  at  Euclid 
Beach.  He  not  only  went  to  the  picnic, 
but  he  also  took  along  with  him  his  DeVry 
motion  picture  camera,  using  some  300 
feet  of  film.  Last  week  he  showed  this 
film  at  his  theatre  and  the  whole  com- 
munity turned  out  to  see  the  pictures  of 
their  friends. 


"Jane  Arden"  Displays 
Net  Prizes  to  Four 

New  York — The  Ward  Baking  Co.  has 
awarded  four  exhibitors  $50  prizes  for  cre- 
ating the  best  displays  in  connection  with 
the  “Jane  Arden”  productions. 

The  winners  are:  H.  C.  Rhyan  of  the 
Times,  Waukegan,  111.;  Ben  Greenberg  of 
the  Stadium,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.;  Julius 
Lamm  of  the  Uptown,  Cleveland,  Ohio: 
and  J.  B.  Shuman  of  the  Empress,  Jack- 
sonville, Fla. 

Prizes  were  awarded  on  the  basis  of  dis- 
plays combining  the  film,  comic  strip  and 
radio  character  of  Jane  Arden  in  con- 
junction with  the  products  of  the  baking 
company. 


Stagecoach  Ballyhoo 

Salt  Lake  City — An  oldtime  stagecoach 
once  used  to  take  passengers  to  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  is  being  used  as  an 
exploitation  for  “Frontier  Marshal”  by 
Manager  Norman  Sprowl  of  the  Utah 
Theatre  here.  The  stagecoach  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad. 


HATS 

DECORATIONS 


HALLOWE  EN 


FAVORS 

NOISEMAKERS 


HATS  $1.00  Per  100 

HORNS  $1.00  Per  100 

BAPROONS  $1.00  Per  100 

CRICKETS  .$1.00  Per  100 

BEOWOCTS  ^ . $1.00  Per  100 

F.  O.  B.  Kansas  City 


0 PT I C A N 


301  W.  9th  St. 


Seri)entine  .$2.90  Per  100  Pkjfs. 

Noisemakers,  Asst .$2.00  Per  100 

Skeletons  $ .12  Per  Do/.. 

Cat  Cutouts  $.72  Per  Do/. 

Witches  $ .72  Per  Do/. 

Write  for  Complete  Catalog. 

BROTHERS 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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THREE  VARIED  FILMS  SHARE  PEAK  AT  200%  EACH 


CHARLOTTE 


Broadway — The  Sraint  in  London  (RKO), 

1st  half 100 

Broadway — They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M), 

2iid  half  100 

Carolina — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Fox) 120 

Imperial — Our  Iw^adiiiff  Citizen  (Para) 90 

State — Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 

(20th-Fox)  100 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — New  Adventures  of  J^herlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  110 

Chicago — Beau  Geste  (Para),  2nd  wk.;  stage 

show  105 

Garrick — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO),  3rd  loop 

wk 110 

Oriental — Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring  Fever 

.<M-G-M).  plus  stage  show  120 

Palace — M hen  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show,  2nd  w k 100 

State-hake — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  115 

Roosevelt — Blackmail  (M-G-M)  100 

United  Artists — The  Women  (M-G-M).  held 

2nd  wk 175 

World-Playhouse — The  Ware  Case  (GB),  2nd 
wk 90 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Beau  Geste  (Para),  held 130 

Capitol — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Fox).  held.... 130 

Family — Mutiny  on  the  Blaokhawk  (Univ) . . . . 1 20 

Keith’s — The  Women  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 120 

Lyric— The  Old  Maid  (FN).  2nd  wk 120 

Palace — Blackmail  (M-G-M)  100 

Shubert — Indianapolis  Si)eedway  (WB),  plus 
stage  show  130 


CLEVELAND 

Allen— The  Old  Maid  (FN),  2nd  wk 175 

Hippodrome — Golden  B<)y  (Col)  90 

Palace — Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ);  Stage:  Roch- 
ester. Betty  Grable  and  Frankie  Masters 

Orchestra  150 

State — Beau  Geste  (Para)  105 

Stillman — The  Women  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 200 


DALLAS 

Capitol — Parents  on  Trial  (Col),  1st  part 80 

Cap.tol — House  of  Fear  (Univ),  2nd  part 85 

Capitol — In  Old  3Ionterey  (Rep),  3rd  part.... 100 

Majestic — The  Rains  ('ame  (20th-Fox) 140 

Palace — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA) 100 

Rialto — Unexpected  Father  (Univ).  1st  half.... 100 
Rialto — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB);  Louis- 

Pastor  Fight  (A.  Harris)  125 

Tower — In  Name  Only  (RKO)  90 


DETROIT 

Adams — Golden  Boy  (Col),  after  a wk.  at  Fox; 


Five  Little  Peppers  (Col)  SO 

Fox — Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ) ; The  Rains 

(’ame  (20th-Fox)  85 

Michigan — These  Glamour  (iirls  (M-G-M); 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M)  80 

Palms  State — The  Star  Maker  (Para): 

Angels  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN)  85 

United  Artists — Beau  Geste  (Para),  2nd  wk.  ...100 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — In  Old  Monterey  (Rep);  They  Asked 


for  It  (Univ)  90 

Apollo — Beau  Geste  (Para);  Death  of  a Cham- 
pion (Para),  moved  over  from  Circle,  2nd 

wk 80 

Circle — Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ),  pius  Folies 

Bergere  stage  show  120 

Indiana — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  The  Si>ell- 

binder  (RKO)  90 

Loew’s — The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA); 

Clouds  Over  Euroi,e  (Col)  90 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Fox),  held... 150 
Midland — They  .Shall  Have  Music  (UA) ; A 


Woman  Is  the  Judge  (Col)  65 

Newman — Beau  Geste  (Para),  holdover ! 75 

Orpheum— In  Name  Only  (RKO) ; Five  Came 

Back  (RKO),  held  180 

Tower — Quick  Millions  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show  90 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire 175 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Fox);  Stop, 

Fo<dc  and  Love  (20th-Fox)  175 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

The  Rains  Came — New  York 


(2nd  wk.)  200 

The  Women — Cleveland 

(2nd  wk.)  200 

Stanley  and  Ljvingstone 
Pittsburgh  200 

In  Name  Only  (dual)  — 

Kansas  City 180 

Real  Glory — New  York  180 

The  Old  Maid — Cleveland 

(2nd  wk.)  175 

The  Rains  Came — Kansas  City, 

Los  Angeles 175 

The  Women — Chicago  175 

Beau  Geste  (dual) — New  Haven.. 165 

The  Rains  Came  (dual)  — 

Milwaukee  150 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

(ioodhye,  Mr.  Chips,  19th  wk..  New  York 
City. 

The  Old  Maid,  6th  wk.,  New  York  City; 
3rd  wk.,  Philadelphia,  Seattle. 

Four  F'eathers,  5th  wk.,  Los  Angeles;  3rd 
wk..  Minneapolis. 

Bachelor  Mother,  3id  loop  wk.,  Chicago. 

('loiids  Over  Kiiro|>e,  3rd  wk.,  Minnea- 
polis. 

The  IStar  Maker,  3rd  wk..  New  York  City. 
The  Women,  3rd  wk.,  Cincinnati. 


Downtow’n — The  Old  >Iaid  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 

Four  Star — Four  F'eathers  (UA),  5th  wk 70 

Hillstreet — Golden  Boy  (Col);  Way  Down 

South  (RKO).  4 days  of  2nd  w'k 80 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  80 

Paramount — Beau  Geste  (Para);  Here  for  a 

Day  (Univ).  2nd  wk lOO 

State — Same  as  Chinese  175 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace — Golden  Boy  (Col);  Five  Little  Peppers 


(Col)  100 

Riverside — Two  Bright  Boys  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  125 

Strand — The  Star  Maker  (Para) ; Frontier 

Marshal  (20th-Fox)  lOO 

Warner — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  Nancy  Drew 

and  the  Hidden  Staircase  (WB)  100 

Wisconsin — The  Bains  Came  (20th-Fox); 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (20th-Fox)  150 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Aster — Night  AVork  (Para);  The  Spellbinder 

(RKO)  90 

Century — Ka«'h  Dawn  I Die  (FN),  2nd  wk 90 

Gopher — I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  go 

Minnesota — Zero  Hour  (Rep),  plus  stage  show..  95 

Orpheum — Golden  Bo.v  (Col)  90 

State — Beau  Geste  (Para)  lOO 

Time — Clouds  Over  Euroire  (Col),  3rd  wk. . . . 85 
World — Four  Feathers  (UA),  3rd  wk 95 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — In  Name  Only  fRKO);  Charlie  Chan 
at  Treasure  Island  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 55 


Loew-I’oli — The  Hains  Came  (20th-Fox);  Junes 
Famil.v  in  Hollywood  (20th-Fox),  moved  to 

the  College  for  a 2nd  wk 105 

Paramount — Beau  Geste  (Para);  Chicken 

AVagon  Family  (20th-Fox),  held  5 days 165 

Roger  Sherman — Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN); 
Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden  Staircase  (WB).llO 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Center — They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 75 

Globe — Man  About  Town  (Para) 85 

Liberty — The  Old  Maid  (FN),  2nd  run 90 

Orpheum — Golden  Boy  (Col)  125 

Saenger — Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox)  100 

State — AA'inter  Carnival  (UA)  150 

Tudor — Mutiny  on  the  Bount.v  (M-G-M), 

2nd  run  95 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Astor — Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M),  18th 

wk.,  held  100 

Capitol — Blackmail  (M-G-M)  90 

Globe — Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  50 

Paramount — Star  Maker  (Para),  3rd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  100 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Golden  Boy  (Col), 

2nd  wk..  plus  stage  show  100 

Rivoli — Real  Glory  (UA)  180 

Roxy — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  200 

Strand — The  Old  Maid  (FN),  6th  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  100 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  115 

Liberty — The  Saint  in  London  (RKO);  Stronger 

Than  Desire  (M-G-M),  4 days  100 

Liberty — Career  (RKO);  News  Is  Made  at 

Night  (20th-Fox),  3 days  100 

Midwest — Blackmail  (M-G-M)  80 

Plaza — Four  Feathers  (UA).  moveover  100 

State — Hidden  Power  (Col);  I Was  a Convict 

(Rep),  3 days  100 

State — A Woman  Is  the  Judge  (Col);  Sky 

Patrol  (Mono),  4 days  100 

Tower — New  Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  80 


PHILADELPHIA 


Aldine — The  Under-Pup  (Univ),  2nd  wk 65 

Boyd— The  Old  Maid  (FN),  3rd  wk 125 

Earle — Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ),  plus  Jimmy 

Durante  on  stage  90 

Fox — Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (RKO)  100 

Karlton — Golden  Boy  (Col).  2nd  run  95 

Palace — Lady  of  the  Tropics  (M-G-M),  3rd  run.  95 
Stanley — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Fox) 135 


Stanton — Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN),  2nd  run.. 115 


PITTSBURGH 


•Alvin — Golden  Bo.v  (Col),  2ncl  wk 110 

Barry — Code  of  the  Streets  (Univ);  Torchy 

Buns  for  Mayor  (WB)  90 

Fulton — Stanle.v  and  Livingstone  (20th-Fox) . . 200 

Penn — The  AA'omen  (M-G-M),  2ncl  wk 100 

Senator — The  Man  They  Could  Not  Hang  (Col)  80 

Stanley— The  Old  Maid  (FN)  135 

AVarner — Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB);  Gracie 
Allen  Murder  Case  (Para)  85 


PORTLAND.  ORE. 


Broadway— They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA); 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  90 

Liberty — The  Star  Maker  (Para);  A Woman  Is 

the  Judge  (Col),  2nd  wk 90 

Mayfair — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  Blondie 

Takes  a Vacation  (Col),  2nd  wk 90 

Orpheum — Mountain  Rhythm  (Rep);  Smuggled 

Cargo  (Rep),  plus  stage  show  90 

Paramount — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Fox); 

Stop,  Look  and  Love  (20th-Fox) 140 

United  Arti.sts — The  Old  Maid  (FN);  Nancy 
Drew  and  the  Hidden  Staircase  (WB), 

2nd  wk 130 


SEATTLE 


Fifth  Avenue — The  Rains  Came  (20th-Pox); 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ),  2nd  wk 90 

Liberty — U-Boat  29  (Col);  Konga  (Col) 85 

Mu.sic  Box — Bean  Geste  (Para),  2nd  wk 90 

Ori)heum — Blackmail  (M-G-M);  These  Glam- 
our Girls  (M-G-M)  90 

Palomar — Mutiny  on  the  Blackhawk  (Univ) ; 
Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden  Staircase.... 

(Wfe),  plus  Major  Bowes  amateurs  on  stage.  100 
Paramount — In  Name  Only  (RKO);  AVater- 

front  (WB)  90 

Roo.sevelt — The  Old  Maid  (FN),  3rd  wk 90 
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A GUIDE 
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A Child  Is  Born  (WB)  Aiigr.  5.  . 415 
Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 


(M-G-M)  Feb.  18  923 

Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

(20th-Fox)  Aug:.  26  005 

Allegrheny  Uprising:  (KKO) 006 

Andy  Hardy  Gets  Spring:  Fever 

(M-G-M)  July  15  944 

Ang:els  Wash  Their  Faces  (FN) 

Aug.  5 367 

Arizona  Kid  (Rep) 951 

Asking:  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

At  the  Circus  (M-G-M) 

Awful  Truth  (Col),  reissue 1072 


B 


Bachelor  Mother  (RKO)  July  1 932 

Bad  hands  (KKO)  July  29 933 

Beau  Geste  (Para)  July  29.... 3902 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (Col)  Aug:.  6 9033 

Beware,  Spooks!  (Col) 

Blackmail  (M-G-M)  Sept.  16.  . . 3 

Blondie  Bring:s  Up  Baby  (Col) . . . 
Blondie  Takes  a Vacation 

(Col)  July  22  9010 

Bulldog:  Drummond’s  Bride 

(Para)  June  24  3844 


c 


Calling:  All  Marines  (Rep) 

Sept.  16  912 

Career  (KKO)  Jul.v  1 

Cat  and  the  Canary  (Para) 

Charlie  Chan  at  Treasure  Island 

(20th-Fox)  Aug:.  12  008 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno  (20th- 

Fox)  June  3 948 

Chicken  Wag:on  Family  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug:.  19  002 

Chip  of  the  Flying:  U (Univ) . . . 
Clouds  Over  Euroi>e  (Col) 

June  10  9012 

Coast  Guard  (Col)  Aug:.  19....  9008 
Colorado  Sunset  (Rep)  Aug'.  5.  . 846 
Conspiracy  (RKO)  Sept.  2 935 


Cowboy  Quarterback  (FN)  July  8 366 
Crashing  Through  (Mono) 

D 

Dancing  Co-ed  (M-G-M)  Sept.  30  3 


Daughters  Courageous 

(FN)  June  24  360 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept  (RKO) 

Sept.  9 002 

Day-Time  Wife  (20th-Fox) 

Death  of  a Champion  (Para) 

Sept.  2 3901 

Desperate  Trails  (Univ)  4058 

Destry  Rides  Again  (Univ) 

Disputed  Passage  (Para) .3908 

Dr.  Cyclops  (Para)  

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk 

(20th-Fox)  015 


Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (FN)  Aug.  19 

E 


Each  Dawn  I Die  (FN)  July  22.  356 
Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 

Women  (20th-Fox)  July  29....  001 

Escape,  The  (20th-Fox) 010 

Espionage  Agent  (WB)  Sept.  30.. 

Eternally  'Yours  (UA)  

Everything  Is  Rhythm  (Astor) . 
Everything’s  on  Ice  (RKO) 

Sept.  9 946 


F 

Fast  and  Furious  (M-G-M) 6 

Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (KKO)  Aug.  26  934 

Fight  for  Peace  (Mono) 

Fighting  Gringo  (RKO)  Sept.  2.  986 

First  Love  (Univ)  

Five  Came  Back  (KKO)  ,Iune  10  927 


Five  Little  Peppers  (Col) 9017 

Flight  at  Midnight  (Rep)  Sept.  2 9111 

Flying  Deuces  (RKO)  010 

Forgotten  W'oman  (Univ)  July  8 .3031 
Four  Feathers  (UA)  .Iiine  24.  . . 
Frontier  Marshal  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  951 


Full  Confession  (KKO)  Aug.  26.  003 

G 

Geronimo  (Para)  

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (KKO) . . . 


Girl  From  Rio  (Mono) 3825 

Golden  Boy  (Col)  Aug.  19 9002 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 

(Col)  June  24  9005 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (M-G-M) 

May  20  945 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (Para) 

May  20  3842 

Green  Hell  (Univ)  June  10 926 


H 

Hawaiian  Nights  (Univ)  Aug.  26 


Heaven  With  a Barbed  Wire 

Fence  (20th-Fox)  

Hell’s  Kitchen  (WB)  June  24...  312 
Henry  Goes  Arizona  (M-G-M) . . 2 

Here  1 Am  a Stranger 

(20th-Fox)  Sept.  30  009 

Heritage  of  the  Desert  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3843 

Hero  for  a Day  (Univ) 

Hidden  Power  (Col)  May  27....  1025 
Hobby  Family  (FN)  Aug.  26...  370 


Hollywood  Cavalcade  (20th-Fox)  007 
Hone.vmoon  in  Bali  (Para) 

Sept.  16  

House  of  Fear  (Univ)  May  20.. 3038 
Housekeeper’s  Daughter  (UA) 

Sept.  16  


I 

I Stole  a Million  (Univ)  Jul.v  22 
Incredible  Mr.  Williams  (Col)... 
Indianapolis  Speedway  (WB) 

July  15  315 

In  Name  Only  (KKO)  Aug.  12..  9.30 
In  Old  Caliente  (Rep)  July  15..  856 
In  Old  Monterey  (Rep)  Jul.v  29.  847 
Intermezzo,  A Love  Stor.v  (UA)  . 
Invisible  Man  Returns  (llniv) . . . 
Invitation  to  Happiness  (Para) 


May  20  3841 

Irish  Luck  (Mono)  Aug.  26.... 3826 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (Para) 

July  29  3848 

It  Could  Happen  to  You 

(20th-Fox)  June  3 950 

I 

Jamaica  Inn  (Para)  July  8 3906 

Juarez  (AVTJ)  Apr.  29  301 

K 

Kansas  Terrors  (Rep)  961 

Kid  From  Kokomo  (FN) 

May  27  36.3 


Konga,  the  AVild  Stallion  (Col)  .9034 

L 

Lady  of  tlie  Tropics  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  12  947 


Law  of  the  Pampas  (Para) 3955 

Legion  of  Lost  Flyers  (Univ) . . . 

Llano  Kid  (Para)  

Little  Accident  (Univ) 

Looking  After  Sandy  (M-G-M) . . 

Lost  Squadron  (RKO)  reissue.  . 994 


M 

Magnificent  Fraud  (Para)  July  1 .3847 

Maisie  (M-G-M)  June  17 940 

Man  About  Tonn  (Para)  June  17 
Man  From  Sundown  (Col) 

Aug.  5 9208 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 3865 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask  (UA)  Jiilv  8 
Man  They  Could  Not  Hang  (Col) 

Aug.  19  9018 

Marshal  of  Mesa  Cit.v  (KKO)  . . . 081 

Meet  Dr.  Christian  (KKO) 

IMickey  the  Kid  (Rep)  July  1..  814 
Mikado,  The  (Univ)  Jan.  7.... 4044 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (Para) 

July  15  3846 

Miracles  for  Sale  (M-G-M)  Aug.  5 946 
Moiinlain  Rh.^thm  (Rep)  Jul.v  8.  845 
Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vacation 

(20th- Fox)  Nov.  19  952 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington 

(Col)  

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown  (Mono) 

July  22  3807 

Mutiny  on  the  Black  Hawk 

(Univ)  June  24  4051 

Mutin.v  in  the  Big  House  (Mono)  3803 
My  Love  for  Yours  (Para) 


N 


Nancy  Drew  and  the  Hidden 

Staircase  (WB)  Aug:.  26 419 

Naiicv  Drew,  Trouble  Shooter 

(WB)  July  15  324 

Naugfhty  But  Nice  (WB)  June  10  311 
New  T'roiitier  (Uep)  Aug:.  19....  868 
News  Is  Made  at  Nig:ht 

(20th-Fox)  July  8 953 

Night  Work  (Para)  Aug.  12... 3849 

Niiiotchka  (M-O-M)  7 

No  Place  to  Go  (FN)  Sept,  23.  . . 469 
Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (KKO) 

Aug.  26  001 


o 


Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO) 

reissue  993 

Oklahoma  Frontier  (Univ) 

Oklahoma  Terror  (Mono)  3856 

Old  Maid,  The  (FN)  Aug.  5 452 

On  Borrowed  Time  (M-G-M) 

July  8 942 

On  Vour  Toes  (WB)  

$1,000  a Touchdown  (Para) 

Sept.  30  3903 


One  Hour  to  Live  (Univ)  Sept.  16 
Our  Lea<ling  Citizen  (Para)  Aug.5 
Our  Neighbors — the  Carters 

(Para)  

Out  of  Singapore  (Astor) 

Outpost  of  the  Mounties  (Col)..  1201 


Overland  Mail  (3Iono) 3857 

p 

Pack  Up  Your  Troubles 

(20th-Fox)  014 


Parents  on  Trial  (Col)  Jul.v  8.. 9032 
Pride  of  the  Blue  Grass  (W'B) 

Sept.  23  


Q 

Queen  of  Destiny  (KKO) 

Nov.  26,  ’38  061 

<luick  Millions  (20th-Fo.x)  Aug.  5 004 


R 


Rains  Came,  The  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  16  Oil 

Range  War  (Para)  Aug.  12 3954 

Real  Glory,  The  (UA)  Sept.  23.. 
Itenegade  Trail  (Para)  July  29.38.59 

Reno  (KKO)  008 

Riders  of  Black  River  (Col) 

Sept.  30  9209 

Riders  of  Destiny  (Mono)  reissue 
Riders  of  the  Frontier  (Mono) 

Sept.  9 3866 

Rio  (Univ)  Sept.  30  

Roaring  Twenties  (W’B-FN) 


Rulers  of  the  Sea  (Para)  Sept.  23 
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CURRENT  RELEASES 

S 

.Sabotage  (Rep)  

.Sagebrush  Trail  (Mono)  reissue 


.Saint  in  l.ondon  (KKO)  Jul.v  1..  929 

Scandal  Sheet  (Col)  

Scouts  of  the  Air  (Mono) 3816 

Second  Fiddle  (20th-Fox)  Jul.v  8 
She  Married  a Cop  (Rep)  Julyl.  815 

Shipyard  Sally  (20th-Fox) 018 

Should  a Girl  Marry?  (Mono) 

Aug.  6 3823 

.Should  Husbands  Work?  (Rep) 

July  22  816 

Sky  Patrol  (Mono)  .Sept.  23 3815 


6,000  Enemies  (M-G-M)  June  3..  938 
Smashing  the  Money  King 

(WB-FN)  

Smuggled  Cargo  (Rep)  Aug.  26.  825 


Spellbinder  (RKO)  July  15 931 

St.  Martin’s  lame  (Para) 

Stanley  and  Livingstone  (20th- 

Fox)  Aug.  5 003 

.Star  Maker  (Para)  Aug.  19.... 3851 
Stop,  Look  and  Love  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  2 008 

Stranger  From  Texas  (Col) .... 
stronger  Than  Desire  (M-G-M) 

July  1 941 

stunt  Pilot  (Mono)  July  8 3814 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

15’ov.  5 909 

Sun  Never  Sets,  The  (Univ) 

June  10  .3009 

Su-annah  of  the  Mounties 

(20th-Fox)  June  17  9.54 

Swanee  River  (20th-Fox) 017 


T 


Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (M-G-M) 

June  3 939 

Television  Spy  (Para) 3907 

That’s  Right,  You’re  Wrong 

(RKO)  

These  Glamour  Girls  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  26  948 

They  All  Come  Out  (M-G-M) 

July  8 943 


They  Shall  Have  Music  (UA)  Jul.v  15 
This  Man  Is  News  (Para)  July  29  3865 


Those  High  Grey  Wails  (Col) 

.Sept.  30  

Three  Sons  (RKO)  Sept.  30....  004 
Thunder  Afloat  (M-G-M)  Sept.  23  4 

Timber  Stam|)ede  (RKO)  June  24  985 

To  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Too  Busy  to  Work  (20th-Fox)  . . 016 
Torcb.v  Plays  With  Dynamite 

(WB)  Aug.  5 326 

Tower  of  London  (Univ)  

Tropic  Fury  (Univ)  Sept.  16... 
Tumbleweeds  (Astor)  May  27... 

Two  Bright  Boys  (Univ) 


Sept.  23  4017 

20,000  Men  a Year  (20th-Fox) . . 013 


u 

U-Boat  29  (Col)  Sept.  23 

l'-67  (Astor)  

Undercover  Doctor  (Para) 

May  27  3840 

Under-Pup  (Univ)  Sept.  2 

Unexpected  Father  (Univ)  July  22 
Untamed  (Para)  


w 


Wall  Street  Cowboy  (Rep) 

Sept.  9 857 

Ware  Case,  The  (20th-Fox) 

July  29  8014 

Waterfront  (W'B)  Jul.v  1 325 

Way  Dow  n South  (RKO)  Jul.v  22  947 
W'estern  Caravans  (Col)  Jul.v  1.9207 
What  a Life  (Para)  .Sept.  23.... 3905 
When  Tomorrow  Comes  (Univ) 

Aug.  19  3003 

Winter  Carnival  (UA)  Jul.v  22.. 
Witness  \anishes,  The  (Univ)... 
Wizard  of  Oz  (M-G-M)  Aug.  19.  949 
Woman  Is  the  Judge,  A (Col) 


July  8 9025 

Women,  The  (M-G-M)  Sept.  2..  1 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (Rep)  July  15.  867 


Y 

Young:  Mr,  Lincoln 

(20th-Fox)  June  10  947 
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Columbia 

ALL-STAK  COMEDIKS 
A Star  Is  Shorn  ( 17)  . . . . Apr.  21, ’39 
All-.\inerican  Blondes.  .Oet.  20 

Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(17’^)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Miitinv  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Now  It  Can  Be  Sold  (17)  June  2, ’39 
Best  From  the  IVest  (..)..  ..June  16 

ICattliiigr  Koineo  (17)  July  14 

SUinny  the  Mooeher  (leVs)  . .Sept.  S 

Statie  in  the  .4.ttie  (19) Sept.  22 

Suing  You  Swingers  (IS) . .Jan.  20, ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

Teaeher’s  Pest  ( . . ) Nov.  3 

The  Chump  Takes  a Bump 

(18)  May  5, ’39 

The  Sap  Takes  a Wrap 

(15y2)  Mar.  10, ’39 

'rrouble  Finds  Andy  Clyde 

(18)  July  28 

M<H><hing  Through  Georgia 

(..)  Vug.  11 


SCUF.KN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 


No.  1 ( . . ) Sept.  13 

No.  2(.  .)  Oet.  20 

No.  3 (9)  .Jan.  13,  ’39 

No.  6(101/-)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’.39 

No.  8(91/2)  Apr.  8, ’39 

Nil.  9(10)  May  12 

No.  10  (10)  May  26 

No.  11  (10)  June  29 

No.  12  (10)  July  28 

No.  1 ( . . ) .Vrt  of  Make-Cp.  . .Sept.  22 

No.  2 ( . . ) Oct.  27 

No.  3 ( . . ) Nov.  24 

SPOHT  KKKI.S 

Big  Fish  (10)  .Vug.  18 

Bows  and  .Arrows  (..) Sept.  29 

Diving  Kh.t  thm  (10) May  .3, ’39 

Get  Keady  Navy  (10) Jan.  6. ’39 

.Jai  -Alai  (..)  Nov.  3 

.Jockeys  Fp  (lOV^)  June  2 

Naiy  Champions  (9i/i) Mar.  17 

Odd  SiKirts  (10)  J'eb.  10 

'rechnique  of  Tennis  (8%) ..  .June  30 
There  Goes  Busty  ( lOVi)  . ■ . .July  1,3 


( OLOK  KHAPSODIKS 


Crop  Chasers  (8)  Sept.  22 

Dreams  on  Ic’e  ( . . ) Nov.  3 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollywood  Swee|>stakes  (8).  . .July  28 

Jitterbug  Knights  (7)  Aug.  11 

I.ucky  Pigs  (7)  Alay  26 

Alountain  Ears  (..)  Oct.  20 

Nell’s  Yells  (7)  June  30 

Peai'eful  Neighbors  (8)  ..  Feb.  26, ’39 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (8) Feb.  24, ’39 

The  House  That  Jack  Built 

(7)  .Apr.  It, ’39 


COLV.AIBIA  rOCK 
Big  Town  Commuters  (9) . Feb.  3, ’39 
Holland  and  the  Zuyder  Zee 
(Andre  de  la  Varre  Produc- 
tions..!..)   Sept.  15 

Alan  Alade  Island  (Frisco  Fair) 

(10)  Alay  26 

Alodern  Cities  of  India  (..)  ...Oct.  27 

Sojourn  in  India  ( . . ) Jul.v  7 

Alorocco  (10)  -Aug.  11 

CO.AIAIFNITY  .SING 
No.  1 Crosby  Hit  Songs  (9)  . . . .Aug.  4 
No.  2 Old  Time  Songs  (9V2)  • Nept.  8 
No.  7 Parade  of  Hits  (9)  .Mar.  24, ’39 
No.  8 Strauss  W altzes  (11)  .Apr.  21, ’39 
No.  9 Songs  of  the  West 

(10)  Alay  19, ’39 

No.  10  Songs  of  Romance  ( . . ) June  16 
Third  Series 

No.  3 (.  .)  College  Songs Oct.  13 

No.  4 ( . .)  Stephen  f'oster  .Song  No>.  17 

No.  3 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 .Moon  Songs  (10)  . . Feb.  24,  ’39 

F.VBl.ES  C ARTOON 

I.ittle  I.ost  Sheep  . (7) 0<'t.  6 

Park  Your  Bab.v  ( . .) Dec.  22 

FOOLS  WHO  AI.ADE  HI.STORY 
No.  1 Charles  Goodyear  (..)..  Oct.  6 
No.  2 Elias  Howe  ( . . ) Sept.  1 

H.APPY  HOI  R 

No.  1 (lOy-)  Feb.  22 

No.  2 (lOy-)  Alar.  23 

No.  3(11)  .Apr.  21 

KRAZY  K.AT 

Golf  Chumps  (7)  .Apr.  6.  ’39 

Krazy’s  Bear  "Tale  (7) . . Feb.  17,  ’39 
Knizy’s  Shoe  Shop  (6)  ...  Alay  12, ’39 

All  SIC  H ALL  V.ANTTIKS 
(New  series) 

.A  Night  in  a Alusic  Hall 

(lOy.)  Jan.  20, ’39 

.A  Night  at  the  Troc  ( 10)  Alar.  2, ’39 
Alontmarte  .Aladness  (10*/-)  . . ..June  30 
Yankee  Doodle  Home 

(10)  Alay  19,  ’39 

PH.ANT.ASIES  C.ARTOON 

Millionaire  Hobo  ( . . ) Nov.  24 

The  Charm  Bracelet  (6*/-)  . . . Sept.  1 

PICTI  REGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  1.3, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 
.A  Worm’s  E.ve  View  ( 7) . . Apr.  28, ’39 
Scrappy’s  Added  .Attra<'tion 

(6)  Feb.  3, ’39 

S<T!ipp.v’s  Rodeo  (6)  .June  2 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (7) . . . Alar.  3,  ’39 


THREE  STOOGES  CO.AIEDIES 
.A  Dmking  The.v  Did  Go 

(16*/-)  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Calling  All  Curs  (17%) .Aug.  2.3 

Oil.v  to  Bed,  Oil.v  to  Rise 

(18*/-)  Oct.  6 

Saved  b.v  the  Belle  (17) .June  30 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  .Jan.  6, ’39 

We  Want  Our  Aliimmy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’.39 

Yes,  We  Hiive  No  Boiizana 

(16)  Alay  19, ’39 

w.ashi.ngton  p.ar.ade 

No.  1 ( . . ) Smithsonian  Institute  Oct.  6 
No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Feb.  21, ’39 

No.  3 Inside  the  Capitol 

(10)  Alay  26, ’39 

No.  4 I.ibrary  of  Congress 

(10)  Aug.  4 


M-G-M 

( RIME  DOESN’T  P.AY 

Drunk  Driving  (..) 

Help  Wanted  (21) .June  10 

Aloney  to  I^oan  (21) Alar.  11, ’39 

W’hile  .Ameriea  Sleeps 

(21)  .Apr.  13, ’39 

FITZP.ATRICK  TRAVELT.ALKS 
In  Technicolor 
.A  Da.v  on  Treasure  Island 

(11)  Sept.  2 

Ancient  Egypt  (9)  .Jan.  21,  ’39 

Colorful  Curacao  (9)  .Ala.v  27 

Glimpses  of  Australia  (9)  . . . ..Apr.  15 

Imiierial  Delhi  (8)  Feb.  18 

.Java  Journe.v  (10)  Alar.  18 

Picturesque  Udaipur  (8)  ..  Alay  13, ’39 
Rural  Hungary  (9)  .Apr.  29, ’39 

AIINI.ATURES 

A Failure  at  Fifty  (10)  Sepia.  .Oct.  7 
Holly woo<l  Hobbies  (10) ..  .Alay  13, ’39 

Ice  .Antics  (9)  Feb.  11 

Love  on  a Tap  (11) Alar.  18. ’.39 

Prophets  Without  Honor 

(11)  Alay  20, ’39 

Rhumba  Rhythm  (10)  Sepia . . Sept.  2 

The  .Ash  Can  Fleet  (11) Sept.  9 

The  Greener  Hills  (11) . . Alay  27, ’39 

AIUSIC.AL  COAIEDIES 

Happil.v  Buried  (20) .Apr.  13, ’,39 

Somewhat  Secret  (21) . . Alar.  2.3,  ’39 

M-G-AI  C.ARTOONS 
(New  Series) 

©.Art  Gallery  (9)  May  13 

Goldilocks  and  the  Three  Bears 

(11)  July  13 

.Jitterbug  Follies  (9) Feb.  23, ’39 

©Little  (iold  Fish  (8)  . . .Apr.  1.3.  ’39 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) C'eb.  11 

©The  Bear  That  Couldn’t 

Sleep  (9)  June  10 

Wanted  No  Alaster  (8)  ..  Alar.  18, ’.39 

M-G-AI  NEWS  OF  THE  D.AY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  CO.AIEDIKS 


.Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Auto  Antics  (10)  July  22 


Captain  Spanky’s  .Showboat 

(11)  Sept.  9 

Clown  Princess  (10)  .Apr.  13, ’39 

Cousin  W’ilbur  (10) Apr.  29, ’.39 

Dog  Daze  (11)  July  1 

Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Alar.  11,  ’.39 

Jo.v  Scouts  (10)  .June  24 

Tiny  Troubles  (10)  Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

Angel  of  Mercy  (10) Ala.v  20, ’.39 

(iiant  of  Norwa.v  (11)  Sepia . .June  2 1 

New  Roadways  (10)  .Jan.  28 

Stor.v  of  .Alfred  Nobel  (11).. Feb.  18 
Story  That  Couldn’t  Be  Printed 

(11)  .July  22 

The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (10)  . Alar.  18 
Yankee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town 

(11)  Sepia  .June  17 

PETE  SAIITH  SPbX’I.AI.TIES 

Culinary  Carving  (9)  .Jul.v  1 

Double  Diving  (10)  .Jan.  14 

Football  Thrills  of  1938  ( . . ) Sept.  16 

tjHeroes  at  Leisure  (10) . . . .Feb.  11 

Alarine  Circus  (9)  Alar.  11, ’,39 

Poetr.v  of  Nature  (8)  Sepia . . .June  17 

Radio  Hams  (10)  Alay  20, ’.39 

Set  ’Em  Up  ( . . ) .Sept.  30 

Take  a Cure  (Sepia)  (9) . . . . Aug.  12 

AA  eather  Wizards  (9)  .Apr.  8, ’39 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 

.An  Hour  for  Lunch  (9)  ..  Alar.  18, ’39 

Dark  Alagic  (10)  Ala.v  13 

Home  Early  (9)  Ala.v  27 

How  to  Eat  (10)  June  10 

How  to  Sublet  (8) .Jan.  28, ’39 

The  Da.v  of  Rest  (..) Sept.  16 


Paramount 


I5KTTY  ROOP  CAKTOONS 

Musical  Mountaineers  (7)  May  12,  '“AO 
My  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

Khjthm  on  the  Keservation 

(7)  July  7 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7). Mar.  31 
The  Scared  ('rows  (7)  . . . . June  9, ’39 
Yip  Yip  Y'ippy  (7) Vug.  11 

( <)IX)K  CDASSK'S 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27,  *39 

Small  Fry  (7)  Apr.  21,  *39 

The  Darnyard  Drat  (7) June  30 

The  Fresh  Vegetable  Mystery 

(8)  Sept.  22 

(OFOK  ( Kl  ISKS 

(New  Series  in  (’ine<'olor) 

Fcuador  (10)  Sept.  1 

Jamaica  (10)  May  26 

l.,and  of  Inca  Memories  (10)  . Jan.  27 
Kepiiblic  of  Panama  (9) . . . . Mar.  24 

hkadlinf:k 

A Song  Is  Dorn  (10) Jan.  6,  *39 

Artie  Shaw’s  Class  in  Swing 

(10)  Sept.  8 

The  Champagne  Music  of 

I^awrence  AVelk  (10)  Sept.  8 

Lawrence  AVelk  and  his  Orchestra 

Sweet  Moments  (11) Aug.  18 

Russ  Morgan  and  Orchestra. 

Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3,  ’.39 

.Tan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Paramount  Presents  Hoagy  Car- 
michael (10)  May  .3,  *39 

With  Jack  Teagarden  and  his  or- 
chestra. 

Tempo  of  Tomorrow  ( 10)  . June  2, ’39 
Richard  Himber  and  his  orchestra, 
'I’hree  Kings  and  a (lueeii 

(11)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Vincent  Lopez  and  Orchestra.  Bet- 
ty Hutton.  Barry  Wood.  Hel  Ca- 
sino. Dick  Todd. 

PAKAMOINT  NFUS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

PAKAGKAPHICS 


Dreaking  the  News  (19) Aug.  25 

(’ircus  (’o-Kd  (10)  Mar.  10 

Farewell  Vienna  (10)  June  23 

Fisherman’s  Pluck  (10)  . .Apr.  1 1,  *39 
Public  Hobby  Number  One 

(11)  Sept.  22 

Swans  (10)  May  19,  *39 

That’s  Africa  (10)  Feb.  10 


Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  Jan.  13 


PAUAMOUNT  PH’TOKIAL 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  *39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
liorse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
ytan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman'.s 
Matinee. 

No.  7 (10)  Feb.  3,  *39 

The  Mexican  Chairo  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8(10)  Mar.  3 

Nil.  9(10)  Apr.  7, ’39 

.^ea  police,  animals  after  dark, 
fashions. 

Nil.  10  (11)  May  5,  ’39 

Gentlemen  at  w o r k,  Oriental 
craftsmanship  and  song  of  the 
vear. 

No.  11  (10)  June  2,  ’.39 

Three  stories  about  water. 

No.  12  (10)  July  14 

I’OPKYK  CAKTOONS 

0 Aladdin  and  His  Wiuiderful 

IzUinp  (22)  Apr.  7,  *39 

Customers  Wanted  (7)  Jan.  27 

(ihosks  Is  the  Dunk  (7) . .June  16, ’.39 

Hello,  Hiiw  Am  I?  (7) July  14 

it’s  the  Natural  Thing  to  Do 

(7)  July  28,  ’39 

I.,eave  Dell  Kiiough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

Wiitta  Nitemare  (7) May  19,  ’39 

POPUl.AK  SCIKNCK 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6,  *39 

No.  4 (10)  Mar.  10 

No.  5 (11)  May  12,  ’39 

No.  6 (11)  Aug.  4 

Popular  Sciences  No.  J9-1  (Cine- 
cobir)  (11)  Sept.  15 

(iKANTLAND  KICK  SPOKT- 
LIGHTS 

A Desert  Adventure  (10) . . . -Sept.  29 
Death  Valley  Thrills  (10)  June  9, ’39 

Diamond  Dust  (10)  May  12,  *39 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10)  Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  includ- 
ing a jumping  contest. 

Good  Skates  (10)  Apr.  14,  *39 

Ice  skating  with  champions. 

Hold  Your  Dreath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Hydro-Maniacs  (10)  Sept.  1 

The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Mar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Doys  and  a Dog  (10)  Jan.  20,  *39 
Adventures  of  two  hoys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Watch  Y’our  Steji  (10) July  7 

SYMPHONIC  SKKIKS 

'I'he  DIue  Danube  Waltz  (10). Sept.  29 
Philharmonic  Orciiestra  of  U.S.A. 

CNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Cohir) 


No.  4(10)  Feb.  3,  *39 

No.  5 (10)  Apr.  14,  *39 

No.  6 (Cinecolor)  (10)  . . . .June  16,  *39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  C.ARTOONS 

AutoKrapli  Hound,  The  (8).. Sept.  I 

Beach  Pienic  (8)  June  9, ’39 

Donald’s  Cousin  Gus  (7)  . .May  19, ’39 
Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13, ’.39 

Donald’s  Penguin  (8) Aug:.  11 

Goofy  and  Wilbur  (8) Mar.  17 

Practical  Pitf  (8)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Sea  Scouts  (8)  June  30 

Society  Dog  Sliou  (8) Eeb.  3, ’39 

Mickey  Mou.se  enter.s  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  I’oiiiter  (8)  .July  21 

SJThe  Hockey  Champ  ( 7)  . .Apr.  7, ’39 
The  I ffly  Duckling:  (9) Apr.  7 

EDG.AI{  KENNEDY  COMEDIKS 

Bal>\  Daze  (J3)  May  19, ’39 

ClcK  k W i e (16)  .Mar.  24 

F'ather-in-law's  ,frandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsucce.ss- 
fully  tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Feathered  Pests  (16) Jul.v  28 

.Maid  to  Order  (18) , Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 
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BOXOFFICE  September  30,  1939 


HEADLINER  COMEDIES 

Swing:  Vacation  (19)  Feb.  24,  '39 

Sales  Slips  (17)  July  21 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 

his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’39 

Moving:  Vanities  (17) May  5, ’.39 

Ring:  Madness  (19)  June  30,  ’39 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  6(18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

Young  America  and  Mexico’s  New 

No.  8(18)  Mar.  17, ’.39 

No.  9(19)  Apr.  14, ’39 

Japan,  Master  of  the  Orient. 

No.  10  (20)  May  12 

Dixie — The  nation's  number  one 
problem. 

No.  11  (19)  June  9 

War,  Peace  and  Propaganda. 

No.  12  (22)  July  7 

The  Movies  March  On. 

No.  13  (18)  Aug.  4 

Metropoli.s — 1939. 

No.  1(19)  Sept.  1 

Soldiers  with  wings. 

NU-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Arcade  Varieties  (11) ...  .May  12, ’39 
East  & Dumke,  Lillian  Roth,  Fra- 
zee  Sisters,  Gilrone  & Starr. 

Hello  Mama  (11)  Apr.  14,  ’39 

George  Jessel,  Four  Eton  Boys, 
Frieda  Sullivan. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17, ’.39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra, 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, ’39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sister 
Virginia. 

PATHE  INFORMATION 
PLEASE 

No.  1 (11)  Sept.  8 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 


Dog-Gone  (16)  Apr.  21,  ’39 

Marriage-Go-Round  (18) July  28 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 


Pat  C.  Flick  as  a njumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 


PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Big  Leaguers  (9) Apr.  21,  ’39 

The  Chicago  Cubs  get  ready  for 
the  pennant  chase. 

Bow'  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  '39 

Archery. 

Devil  Drivers  (9)  June  16,  ’39 

Kennel  Kings  (9)  Aug.  11 

Riding  the  Crest  (9) July  14, ’.39 

Surfboard  riding  at  Waikiki  beach. 
Smooth  Approach  (9) . . . . May  19, ’39 
The  golfers  show  how  it's  done. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 
(New’  Series) 

Ranch  House  Romeo  (17) Apr.  7 

Sagebrush  Serenade  (19)  .June  16, ’39 


REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Air  Waves  (10)  Mar.  10 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Pack  Trip  (9)  Aug.  18 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Soldiers  of  the  Sea  (9) ..  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Swinguet  (8)  May  26, ’39 

Television  (9)  May  .5, ’39 

World  of  Tomorrow  ,(9) .June  23 

Zoo  (9)  ,luly  21 


TWO-REEL  SPECIAL 

Five  Times  Five  (19) Juiy  21 

The  Dionne  Quintuplets  celebrat- 
ing their  fifth  birthday  with  Alex- 
ander Woollcott. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEW’S 
CAMERAMAN 

Conquering  the  Colorado  (11)  Aug.  18 
Dail.v  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 

Filming  the  Fleet  ( . . ) Oct.  27 

Sand  Hogs  (10)  May  12 


ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 


Big  Game  Fishing  ( . . ) Sept.  1 

Hunting  Dogs  (11)  Mar.  3, ’39 

Inside  Baseball  (11)  

Shooting  for  Par  (10)  Jan.  6 

Sports  Immortals  (11) June  23 


FATHER  HUBBARD’S  ALAS- 
KAN ADVENTURES 
ysBirthpIace  of  Icebergs  (11)  Aug.  4 

FASHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts  No.  1 

( . . ) Sei>t.  13 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Mar.  31, ’39 

Fashion  Forecast  No.  4 (..).. July  7 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  DRIBBLE 
PUSS  PARADE 
Monkeys  Is  the  Cwaziest 

People  (10)  Sept.  29 

Muscle  Maulers  (11)  Apr.  14 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Good  Neighbors  ( . . ) May  26 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Mystic  Slam  (10)  Mar.  17,  ’39 

Tempest  Over  Tunis  (11) . . . . June  9 
The  Evergreen  Empire  ( . . ) . .Oct.  1.3 
Viking  Trail  (10)  Feb.  17, ’.39 


Emerson’s  Mountaiiieer.s,  Gilrone  & 


Starr, 

Swing  Sanatorium  (18) June  14 

Dorothy  Stone-Charles  Collins. 
W'ith  Best  Dishes  (17) Aug.  9 


Charles  Kemper,  Billy  Reyes,  Geo. 
Roche,  Toy  & Wing,  Lillian  Roth, 
Pied  Pipers,  The  Philharmonicas. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 
The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  15 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  58  ( 9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59  ( 9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  ( 9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61  ( 9)  Apr.  3 

No.  62  ( 9)  May  1,  ’39 

No.  63  ( 9)  .June  5,  ’39 

No.  64(..)  July  3 

No.  65  ( 9)  Aug.  7 

No.  66  (8V4)  Sept.  18 

No.  67  ( 9)  Oct.  9 

TWO  REEL  MUSICALS 
Boy  Meets  Joy  (17) Sept.  6 

Pinky  Tomlin.  Joy  Hodges,  Lucille 

Page,  Mary  Ruth,  The  Elderblooms 
and  Pinky  Tomlin’s  Orchestra. 

Swing  Hotel  (18)  Oct.  18 

Duke  Daly  and  his  band,  John  & 
Edna  Torrence,  Jerry  Lester, 
Martha  Mears,  The  Three  Rockets, 
Milton  Charleston  and  the  Screw- 
balls. 

TWO  REEL  SPECIAl. 

March  of  Freedom  (21) .Sept.  6 


TERRY-TOONS 

A Bully  Romance  (..) June  16 

Africa  Squawks  (7)  June  30 

Barnyard  Baseball  (7)  Jul.v  14 

©Barnyard  Egg-Citement  (11)  May  5 

Frozen  Feet  (7)  Feb.  24 

Gandy  Goose  and  G-Man 

Jitters  (7)  Mar.  10 

©Hook,  Line  and  Sinker  ( . . ) Sept.  8 

Nick’s  Coffee  Pot  (7) May  19 

©Nutty  Network  (7)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (7)  Jan.  27 

Sheep  in  the  Meadow  (..)..  Sept.  22 

The  Cuckoo  Bird  (7)  April  7 

I’he  Golden  West  (7) .Vug.  25 

Their  Last  Bean  <7) April  21 

The  Old  Fire  Horse  (..)...  .July  28 

©The  Orphan  Duck  ( . . ) Oct.  8 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  1.3,  ’39 

The  Prize  Guest  (7) June  2 

©The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

©Two  Headed  Giant  (7) . . . . Aug.  11 


Universal 


LANTZ  CARTUNES 

A Haunting  We  Will  Go  (9)..  Sept.  4 

Bird  on  Nellie’s  Hat June  19 

Bola  Mola  I.and  (7) Ma.v  29, ’.39 

Charlie  Cuckoo  (7) Apr.  30, ’39 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) . . . . Apr.  10, ’39 
Life  Begins  for  Andy  Panda 

(8)  Oct.  9 

Littie  Tough  Mice  (7) Mar.  13 

Magic  Beans  (7)  Feb.  13 

Nellie  of  the  Circus  (7) . . . May  8, ’.39 

One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

Silly  Superstition  (7) Aug.  28 

Slap  Happy  Valley  (7) Aug.  21 

Snuffy’s  Part.v  (7)  Aug.  7 

Stubborn  Mide  (7)  July  31 

The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 

GOING  PLACES  WITH 
GRAHAM  McNAMEE 

No.  59  ( 9)  Jan.  30,  ’.39 

No.  60(10)  Feb.  20, ’.39 

No.  61  ( 9)  Mar.  13 

No.  02  ( 9)  Apr.  10,  ’39 

No.  63  ( 9)  May  15,  ’.39 

No.  64  ( 9)  June  26,  ’39 

No.  65  ( 9)  July  17 

No.  66  ( 9)  Sept.  25 

No.  67  ( 9)  Oct.  16 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 


A Fat  Chance  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

A Swing  Opera  ( . . ) Jul.v  22,  ’39 

Broadway  Buckaroo  (20)  June  3,  ’39 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..) Mar.  18 

Projection  Room  ( . . ) Mar.  4 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Seeing  Red  (20) Aug.  26 

Seeing  Spots  (20)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Slapsie  Maxie  (17) Sept.  10 

Sophomore  Swing  (20) ,Jan.  21 

.Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

You’re  Next  to  Closing 

(20)  May  1.3, ’39 

Wardrobe  Girl  ( . . ) .June  17,  ’39 

THE  COLOR  PAR.ADE 
(New  Series) 

For  Your  Convenieiwe 

(10)  May  20,  ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  1 

(10)  Sept.  30 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  .Jan.  7, ’39 

Mechanix  lllustrate<l.  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Illustratetl  No.  4 Apr.  22,  ’39 
Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  5 

( . .)  June  10, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  6 

(10)  Aug.  5 

Modern  Methods  ( . . ) July  15,  ’39 

Points  on  Pointers  (9)  .Jan.  28 

The  Roving  Camera  (10)  Mar.  25, ’.39 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7)  Apr.  1 

It’s  an  III  Wind  (7) ,Jan.  28 

Polar  Pals  (..)  .June  3, ’39 

Pork.v  and  Teabiscuit  (7) . Apr.  22, ’39 

Porky’s  Hotel  (7)  Sept.  2 

Porky’s  Movie  Myster.v  (7).. Mar.  11 

Porky’s  ITcnic  (..)  .Jul.v  15, ’.39 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’.’39 

Christopher  Columbus  jr. 

(7)  May  13, ’39 

Scalp  Trouble  ( . . ) .June  24,  ’39 

Wise  Quack  ( . . ) Aug.  5,  ’39 


MENTONE  PltODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van.  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Cafe  Boheme  (17)  Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co.,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pied  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 
Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 
Gals  and  Gallons  (18) ..  ..Jul.v  12, ’39 
Bast  and  Dumke,  Rita  Rio,  Jan 
Peerce,  Deneet  & Dee.  Pansy  the 
Horse. 

Nautical  Knights  (19)  . ..Jan.  11, ’39 

Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Pharmac.v  Follies  (18)  . . . Ma.v  17,  ’.39 
Three  Playboys,  Frazee  Sisters, 


MELODY  MASTERS 

Artie  Shaw  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Apr.  29, ’39 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21,  ’39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Cl.vde  McCo.v  & Orchestra 

(10)  Mar.  18 

Dave  A|>ollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

( . . ) Apr.  8 

Eddie  DeLange  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Aug.  12 

Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

l.arr.v  Clinton  & Orchestra 

(10)  .May  20, ’.39 

I.eith  Stevens  & Orch. 


( . . ) June  10,  ’39 

Rita  Rio  & Orch.  ( . .) July  1, ’.’39 

Russ  Morgan  & Orchestra 

(11)  I-’eb.  25 

Swing  .St.vles  (10) ISept.  2 

Will  Osborne  & Orch. 

( . . ) Inly  22,  ’39 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7). Apr.  8 
Believe  It  or  Else  (..)..  June  3, ’.39 

Count  Me  Out  (7)  Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  and  the  Dinosaur 

(7)  Apr.  22, ’39 

Dangerous  Dan  McFoo 

(..)  .July  15, ’39 

Detouring  America  (7) Aug.  26 

Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’:39 

Goldriish  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Hain-Atenr  Nigbt  (7)  ...  .Jan.  28,  ’39 

Hare-um  Scare-u  111  (7) Aug.  12 

Little  Brother  Rat  CJ) Sept.  2 

Naugbt.v  But  Mice  (7)  . . . . .Mav  20, ’39 

Old  Glory  (..)  July  1, ’3.0 

I*re.st-0  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robinhood  Makes  Good  (7).. Feb.  11 

.Sioux  Me  (7)  Sept.  9 

Snow'  Man’s  Land  ( . . ) . . Jiil.v  29, ’39 
Thugs  With  Dirt.v  Mugs  (7)  May  6,  ’39 

TECHNICOLOR 

Bill  of  Rights  (..) Aug.  12, ’.’39 

^Lincoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11, ’39 

Quiet  Please  ( . .)  Jul.v  1,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19)  ..July  30, ’.’39 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towne. 

Sons  of  Liberty  (20) May  20, ’39 

Swing!  iiue  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  witli  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  Jolin  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPEtHALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 
The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . . . Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
Crawfords  at  Home  ( . . ) . Apr.  1.5, ’.’39 
Dean  of  the  Pasteboards 

(10)  May  27 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

One  Da.v  Stand  (10) Aug.  1!) 

Tax  Trouble  (10)  Mar.  18, ’39 

Ski  Girl  (10)  Jan.  14,  ’.’19 

Vote  Trouble  (10) Sept.  9 

Witness  Trouble  (..)...  ..July  29,  ’39 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(B.v  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11).. .Mar.  4 


Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Haunted  House  ( . . ) .June  .3,  ’39 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Lives  in  Peril  (..) July  7, ’.39 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) . . . ..Jan.  7, ’iiO 
Three-Minute  Fuse  ( . . ) . July  29,  ’39 

Verge  of  Disaster  (10) Aug.  26 

Voodoo  F'ires  (11)  Ma.v  6 


SERIALS 

(OIA'MBIA 

Mandruke  the  Mas:i<‘iaii . . . >la.v  <j, ’.{9 

12  chapters. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Islaiul . . . Mar.  17 

(15  episodes).  f^tory  of  buried 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

The  Shadow  ( . . ) ()<  t.  ^7 

15  chapters. 

KKPUBLIC; 

Daredevils  of  the  Ked  Circle 

12  (Uiapters  June  10,  "M) 

Charles  Quigley,  Herman  Brix,  Da- 
vid Sharps,  Carole  Landis.  Miles 
Mander,  Charles  Middleton. 

Dick  Tracy’s  G-Men  Sept.  S 

15  Chapters.  Ralph  Byrd.  Irving 
Pichel,  Ted  Pearson.  Phyllis  Tsley, 
Walter  Miller. 

Lone  Hanger  Bides  Again  Feb.  25,  ’59 

15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 

Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

UNIVEKSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’59 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe.  Jackie 
Moran.  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Oregon  Trail  (15  chapters)  . . July  4 

John  Mack  Brown,  Louise  Stan- 
ley, Bill  Cody  jr.,  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Ed  LeSaint.  James  Blaine.  Jack  C. 
Smith.  Roy  Barcroft. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue ....  Jan.  17, ’59 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall.  Vondell  Darr.  Bill  Cody 
jr. 
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Date  at  top  of  column  is  week  ending.  Number  in  square  is 
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bon Award  Winner.  Symbol  © indicates  color  photography. 


1 JUNE  10 

JUNE  17 

JUNE  24 

JULY  1 

JULY  8 

JULY  15 

|J6]  Comedy  1072 

Awful  Truth  (92)  reissue 
Irene  Dunne 

III]  Western  9207 

Western  Caravans  (58) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R— July  1 

pol  Action  Drama  9012 
Clouds  Over  Europe  (79) 
(Form.  "Q”  Planes) 
Laurence  Olivier 

Valerie  Hobson 

R — June  10 

im  Drama  9032 

Parents  on  Trial  (57) 
Parker-Downs;  R-JuIy  8 

Comedy  9005 

Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris 
(73):  R-June  24 

J.  Blondell-M.  Douglas 

[i||  Western  9208 

Man  From  Sundown  (69)  j 
Starrett-Meredlth  ! 

R — Aug.  5 

[lo]  Drama  9025  j 

A Woman  Is  the  Judge 
(60) 

Hudson-Kruger:  R-July  8 

[•gl  Melodrama  938 

6,000  Enemies  (61) 

Walter  Pldgeon 

Rita  Johnson 

R — June  3 

^ Action  Drama  939 
Tarzan  Finds  a Son!  (81) 
Johnny  Weissmuller 
Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — June  3 

[is]  Comedy  940 

Mnisie  (74) 

Ann  Sothern 

Robert  Young 

R — June  17 

|30l  Drama  941 

Stronger  Than  Desire  (77) 
Virginia  Bruce 

Walter  Pldgeon 

R — July  1 

U]  Drama  942 

^|On  Borrowed  Time 
(99) 

Lionel  Barrymore 

Bobs  Watson 

R — July  8 

|l4]  Drama  943 

They  AU  Come  Out  (70) 
Rita  Johnson 

Tom  Neal 

R— July  8 

Melodrama  3823 

Should  a Girl  Marry? 

(57) 

(For.  Girl  From  Nowhere) 
Anne  Nagel-Warren  Hull 
R — Aug.  6 

in  Action  Drama  3814 
Stunt  Pilot  (62) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— July  8 

Action  Drama  3840 
Cndercover  Doctor  (67) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — May  27 

ggj  Drama  3841 

Invitation  to  Happiness 
(99) 

Irene  Dunne 

Fred  MacMurray 

R. — May  20 

^ Melodrama  3842 

Grand  Jury  Secrets  (68) 

J.  Howard-G.  Patrick 

R — May  20 

^ Western  3843 

Heritage  of  Desert  (73) 

D.  Woods-E.  Venable 

R— Mar.  25 

|30|  Melodrama  3844 

Bulldog  Drummond’s 
Bride  (57) 

John  Howard 

Heather  Angel 

R — June  24 

[t]  Musical  3845 

Man  About  'Town  (85) 
Jack  Benny 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — June  17 

[i^  Com.  with  Music  3846 
Million  Dollar  Legs  (63) 
Betty  Grable 

Jackie  Coogan 

R— July  16 

Western  845 

Mountain  Rhythm  (59) 

Gene  Autry 

Smilev  Burnette 

R— July  8 

im  Western  856 

In  Old  Caliente  (57) 

Roy  Royers:  R-July  15 
im  Western  867 

Wyoming  Outlaw  (52) 
Three  Mesqulteers 

R— July  15 

|Y|  Drama  814 

Mickey,  the  Kid  (66) 
Bruce  Cabot-Tommy  Ryar 
R— July  1 

|l5]  Musical  Comedy  81Si 
She  Married  a Cop  (65) 
Phil  Regan-Jean  Parker! 
R — July  1 

[xe|  Melodrama  926 

Girl  and  the  Gambler  (62) 
(For.  The  Dove) 

Steffi  Duna 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — June  10 

g Drama  927 

Five  Came  Back  (75) 
Chester  Morris 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — June  10 

|30|  Mjsier.N  Drama  a?9 

Saint  in  London  (70) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Sally  Grey  R — July  1 

[iiql  Western  985 

Timber  Stampede  (58) 

G.  O’Brien  - M.  Reynolds 

R — June  24 

Melodrama  930 

Career  (78) 

Anne  Shirley 

Edward  Ellis 

R— July  1 

Im]  Drama  993' 

Of  Human  Bondage  (83) 
(Reissue) 

Leslie  Howard-B.  Davla 

[li]  Drama  994 

Lost  Squadron(79)rels3Ui 
Joel  McCrea-Richard  DIzi 

Drama  947 

UYoung  Mr.  Lincoln 
(101) 

Henry  Fonda 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — June  10 

^ Melodrama  948 

Charlie  Chan  in  Reno 
(71) 

Sidney  Toler 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R — June  3 

1^  Com.  Drama  954 

Susannah  of  the  Moun- 
ties  (78) 

Shirley  Temple 

Randolph  Scott 

R — June  17 

|30|  Comedy  Drama  950 
It  Could  Happen  to  You 
(72) 

Stuart  Erwin 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  3 

pf]  Melodrama  952 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Vaca- 
tion (65) 

Peter  Lorre 

Virginia  Field 

R_Nov.  19 

[14]  Musical  Comedy  949 
Second  FldiUe  (85) 

Sonja  Henle 

Tyrone  Power 

R— July  8 

[j]  Drama  3009 

The  Sun  Never  Sets  (94) 
Doug  Fairbanks  Jr. 
Virginia  Field 

R — June  10 

Mystery  Reissue 

Old  Dark  House  (71) 

|30|  Melodrama  3038 

House  of  Fear  (66) 
William  Gargan 

Irene  Hervey 

R — May  20 

pf]  Drama  3031 

Forgotten  Woman  (68) 
Sigr.d  Gurie 

Donald  Briggs 

R— July  8 

Comedy  3008 ' 

Unexpected  Father  (89' 
(For.  Sandy  Takes  a Bow] 
Baby  Sandy-Mlscha  Auei 
R — July  22 

1^  Hist.  Drama  WB301 
Juarez  (127) 

Paul  Muni 

Bette  Davis 

Brian  Aherne 

R — April  29 

im  Com.  M-Drama  WB324 
Nancy  Drew',  Trouble 
Shooter  (69) 

Bonita  Granville 

John  Litel 

R — July  15 

^ Action  Drama  FN363 
Kid  From  Kokomo  (92) 
Wayne  Morris 

Joan  Blondell 

R— May  27 

[n  Com. -Music  WB311 
Naughty  But  Nice  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 

Dick  Powell 

R — June  10 

1 1 

[g]  Action  Drama  WB312 
Hell’s  Kitchen  (81) 

Dead  End  Kids 

Margaret  Lindsay 

R — June  24 

1 

im  Action  Drama  WB3), 
W'aterfront  (69) 

Denis  Morgan 

Gloria  Dickson 

R — July  1 

[Y[  Western  Astor 
Tumbleweeds  (82).  reissue 
Wm.  S.  Hart 
R— May  27 


[ie]  Musical  Astor 
Everything  Is  Rhythm 
(60) 

Harry  Roy-Prlncess  Pearl 


^ Melodrama 
11-67  (65) 

Allan  Hale 


Astor 


[Y[  Drama  Astor 

Out  of  Singapore  (74) 
Noah  Beery- M.  Dove 
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JULY  22 

JULY  29 

AUGUST  5 

AUGUST  12 

AUGUST  19 

AUGUST  26  1 

^ Comedy  9010 

londie  Takes  a Vacation 
(68) 

’enny  Singleton 
.rthur  Lake 

July  22 

Action  Drama  9033 
Behind  Prison  Gates  (62) 
(For.  Escape  From  Alca- 
traz) 

Brian  Donlevy 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Aug.  5 

[~^  Action  Drama  9008 
Coast  Guard  (72) 

Randolph  Scott 

Frances  Dee 

R — Aug.  19 

Melodrama  9018 

Man  They  Could  Not 

Bang  (64) 

Boris  Karloff 

R — Aug.  19 

I22I  Comedy  Drama  9017 
Five  Little  Peppers  (60) 
i-uiilr  bellows 
g Western  9209 

Riders  of  Black  River 
(59) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R— Sept.  30 

• Comedy  944 

Indy  Hardy  Gets  Spring 
Fever  (87) 
lickey  Rooney 
.ewis  Stone 

1 — July  16 

1^  Drama  945 

Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips  (114) 
Robert  Donat 

R — May  20 

1^  Drama  946 

Miracles  for  Sale  (70) 
Robert  Young 

Florence  Rice 

Henry  Hull 

R — Aug.  6 

[Jx]  Drama  047 

Lad.v  of  the  Tropics  (91) 
Hedy  LaMarr 

Robt.  Taylor 

R — Aug.  12 

[l^  Comedy  Drama  948 
These  Glamour  Girls  (79) 
Dew  Ayres-Dana  Turner 
Anita  Louise 

R — Aug.  26 

g Comedy  Fantasy  949 

©Wizard  of  Oz  (102) 

Judy  Garland 

Frank  Morgan 

B — Aug.  19 

Western  3865 

[dan  From  Texas  (60) 

■'ex  Ritter 

1— Aug.  12 

|~l]  Mystery  3807 

Mr.  Wong  in  Chinatown 
(70) 

Boris  Karloff 

Grant  Withers 

Mary  Reynolds 

R— July  22 

Drama  with  Mus.  3825 
Girl  From  Rio  (62) 
Movita-Warren  Hull 

R — Aug.  12 

|ie|  Western  3866 

Riders  of  Frontier  (68) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Sept.  9 

g Western  3856 

Oklahoma  Terror  (52) 

Jack  Randall 
g Melodrama  3826 

Dish  Lnck  (61) 

F.  Darro-D.  Purcell 

R — Aug.  26 

1 

^ Action  Drama  3847 

Hagmificent  Fraud  (78) 
\kim  Tamiroff 

Oloyd  Nolan 
'Patricia  Morison 

July  1 

( 

Igs]  Drama  3848 

Island  of  Lost  Men  (64) 
Anna  May  Wong 

R — July  29 

[X|  Comedy  3819 

Night  Work  (62) 

Mary  Boland 

Charles  Ruggles 

R — Aug.  12 

[H]  Comedy  Drama  3850 
Our  Leading  Citizen  (90) 
Bob  Burns 

Susan  Hayward 

R — Aug.  5 

|lg|  Melodrama  3865 

This  Man  Is  News  (76) 
Barry  K.  Barnes 

V.  Hobson  R — July  29 

[xg]  Western  3859 

Renegade  Trail  (68) 
William  Boyd 

R.  Hayden  R — July  29 

g Musical  Comedy  3851 
Star  Maker  (94) 

Bing  Crosby 

Louise  Campbell 

R — Aug.  19 

1 

1^  Comedy  816 

Should  Husbauds  Work? 
(62) 

Gleason  Family 

Marie  Wilson 

R— July  22 

Western  846 

Colorado  Sunset  (64) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Aug.  6 

Western  868 

New  Frontier  (66) 

Three  Mesqulteers 

R — Aug.  19 

Western  847 

In  Old  Monterey  (70) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R— July  29 

g Action  Drama  825 

Smuggled  Cargo  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Barry  MacKay 

R — Aug.  26 

12^  Musical  947 

iVay  Down  South  (62) 
Bob  Breen-Alan  Mowbray 
R— July  22 

1 

j 

HH  Melodrama  931 

Spellbinder  (70) 

Lee  Tracy-Barbara  Read 
R — July  16 

[7]  Comedy  932 

Bachelor  Mother  (81) 
Ginger  Rogers 

David  Niven 

R— July  1 

p Western  933 

Bad  Lands  (66) 

R.  Barrat-N.  Berry  Jr. 

R — July  29 

Drama  936 

In  Name  Only  (92) 

Carole  Lombard 

Cary  Grant 

Kay  Francis 

R — Aug.  12 

[21]  Action  Drama  953 

Sews  Is  Made  at  Night(71) 
P.  Foster-L.  Bari 
a— July  8 

Mystery  Drama  8014 
Ware  Case,  The  (72) 

Clive  Brook-Jane  Baxter 
■R — July  29 

|28]  Outdoor  Drama  951 
Frontier  Marshal  (70) 
Randolph  Scott 

Binnie  Barnes 

R— July  29 

|7|  Comedy  Drama  001 
Elsa  Maxwell's  Hotel  for 
Women  (82) 

Ann  sotliern 

James  Ellison 

R — July  29 

[H]  Comedy  Drama  002 

Chicken  Wagon  Family 
(66) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Aug.  19 

|x^  Adventure  Drama  003 
j„j!Stanley  and  Living- 
stone (100) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Nancy  Kelly 

Richard  Greene 

R — Aug.  B 

g Comedy  004 

Quick  Millions  (61) 

(The  Jones  Family) 

Jed  Prouty 

Spring  Byington 

R — Aug.  6 

g Comedy 

Winter  Carnival  (90) 
Ann  Sheridan 
Richard  Carlson 
R— July  22 


[4~|  Drama 

©Four  Feathers  (109) 
Ralph  Richardson 
June  Duprez 
R — June  24 


111]  Melodrama 

Man  in  the  Iron  Mask 
(110) 

Louis  Hayward 
Joan  Bennett 
R — July  8 


|lg]  Drama  with  Music 

They  Shall  Have  Music 
(120) 

Andrea  Leeds 
Joel  McCrea 
Jascha  Heifetz 
IV— July  16 


1^  Drama  3007 
I Stole  a Million  (78) 

George  Raft 
Claire  Trevor 

R— July  22 


Drama  3003 

When  Tomorrow  Comes 
(90) 

Charles  Boyer 
Irene  Dunne 
R — Aug.  19 


I22I  Drama  FN360 
Daughters  Courageous 
(107) 

Lane  Sisters 
John  Garfield 
R — June  24 


1^  Comedy  FN366 

Cowboy  Quarterback  (56) 
Bert  Wheeler 
Gloria  Dickson 
R— July  8 


Melodrama  WB315 
Indianapolis  Speedway 
(82) 

Ann  Sheridan 
Pat  O’Brien 
R — July  16 


[1^  Comedy  WB326 
Torehy  Plays  With 
Dynamite  (59) 

Jane  Wyman 
Allen  Jenkins 
R — Aug.  6 


Drama  FN356 
Each  Dawn  I Die  (92) 
James  Cagney 
Geo.  Raft-Jane  Bryan 
R— July  22 


^ Comedy  Fh376 

Hobby  Family,  The  (64) 
Irene  Rlch-H.  O’Neill 
R — Aug.  26 

^ Drama  FN367 
Angels  Wash  Their 
Faces  (96) 

Ann  Sheridan;  R-Aug.  6 


OXOFTICE  : : September  30,  1939 


MISCELLANEOUS  ^ WARNER-F. 


Sookinq  ^hatt 

A GUIDE  TO  CURRENT  RELEASES 

MARCH,  1940 

APRIL,  1940 

MAY.  1940 

S M T W T F S 
1 2 

3 4 6 0 7 8 9 
10  11  12  13  14  15  16 
17  18  19  20  21  22  23 
24  26  26  27  28  29  30 
31 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 6 6 

7 8 9 10  11  12  13 
14  15  16  17  18  19  20 
21  22  23  24  26  26  27 
28  29  30 

8 M T W T F S 
12  3 4 
6 0 7 8 9 10  11 
12  13  14  16  16  17  18 
19  20  21  22  23  24  25 
26  27  28  29  30  31 

1 SEPTEMBER  2 

SEPTEMBER  9 

SEPTEMBER  16 

SEPTEMBER  23 

SEPTEMBER  30 

OCTOBER  7 

|30]  Wild  Horse  9034 

Kong»,  the  Wild  Stallion 
(66) 

[5]  Drama  9002 

Golden  Boy  (100) 
Stanwyck-Holden 

R — Aug.  19 

[Y]  Mystery  Drama  1025 
Hidden  Power  (60) 

Jack  Holt-Gert.  Michael 

R — May  29 

[ii]  Western  1201 

Outpost  of  the  Mounties 
Chas.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
(63) 

^ Drama 

Those  High  Grey  Walls 

(82) 

Walter  Connolly 

Iris  Meredith 

R — Sept.  30 

[Tl  Action  Drama 

U-Boat  29  (77) 

Conrad  Veidt 

Valerie  Hobson 

R — Sept.  23 

|T|  Comedy  Drama  1 
The  Women  (134) 

Norma  Shearer 

Joan  Crawford 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Sept.  2 

[lo]  Melodrama  6 

Blackmail  (79) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Ruth  Hussey 

Gene  Lockhart 

R — Sept.  16 

[Hj  Drama  4 

Thunder  Afloat  (94) 
Wallace  Beery 

Chester  Morris 

Virginia  Grey 

R — Sept.  23 

g Comedy  Drama  3 
Dancing  Co-ed  (81) 

Lana  Turner 

Richard  Carlson 

R — Sept.  30 

Comedy  6 

Fast  and  Furious  ( . . ) 

Ann  Sothern 

Franchot  Tone 

Action  Drama  3816 
Sk.v  Patrol  (61) 

John  Trent 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

R— Sept.  23 

g War  Spectacle 

Fight  for  Peace  ( . . ) 

|~r]  Outdoor  Drama 

Crashing  Thru  ( . . ) 

James  Newell 

Jean  Carmen  ' 

fn  Melodrama  3901 

Death  of  a Champion 
(66) 

Lynne  Overman 

Virginia  Dale 

R — Sept.  2 

[j]  Western  3954 

Range  War  (66) 

Wm.  Boyd 

Russell  Hayden 

R— Aug.  12 

|l5]  Drama  3902 

Beau  Geste  (114) 

Gary  Cooper 

Ray  Milland 

R— July  29 

g Comedy  .>903 

Jjil.OOO  a Touchdown  (71 ) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

Martha  Raye 

It — Sept.  30 

Comedy  Drama  .3904 
Honeymoon  in  Bali  (96) 
(For.  My  Love  for  Tours) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Sept.  16 

[Y]  Comedy  3905  ) 

What  a Life  (75) 

Betty  Field 

Jackie  Cooper 

R — Sept.  23 

|28|  Drama  9111 

FUgrht  at  Mi<lnig:ht  (66) 

Rliil  Regan-Jean  Parker 
Col.  Roscoe  Turner 

R — Sept.  2 

Western  857 

AVall  Street  Cowboy  (66) 
Roy  fvogers 

Gabby  Hayes 

R— Sept.  9 

1^  Melodrama  912 

C alling  All  Marines  (65) 
Donald  Barry 

Helen  Mack 

R — Sept.  16 

g Western  951 

Arizona  Kid  ( . . ) 

Roy  Rogers 

Sally  March 

lY]  Western  961  . 

Kansas  Terrors  ( . . ) 

Three  Mesqulteers 

in  Melodrama  935 

Conspiracy  (59) 

Allan  Lane-Linda  Hayes 

R — Sept.  2 

U|  Western  986 

Fighting  Gringo  (60) 

Geo.  O’Brien;  R-Sept.  2 
[Y|  Drama  003 

Foil  Confession  (72) 

V.  McLaglen-S.  Ellers 

R — Aug.  26 

[l^  Comedy  002 

Day  the  Bookies  Wept 

(65) 

Joe  Penner 

Betty  Grable 

R — Sept.  9 

1^  Comedy  Drama  931 
Fifth  Avenue  Girl  (80) 
Ginger  Rogers 

James  Ellison 

R — Aug.  26 

HH  Drama  001 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell  (95) 
Anna  Neagle 

George  Sanders 

R — Aug.  26 

|~6l  Mu.sical  946 

Everything’s  on  Ice  (65) 
Irene  Dare 

Eric  Linden 

R — Sept.  9 

|T]  Detecti\‘e  Drama  005 
Adventures  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  ($5) 

Basil  Rathbone 

Ida  Lupino 

R — Aug.  26 

Melodrama  006 

Charlie  Chan  at  Trea- 
sure Island  (73) 

Sidney  Toler 

Cesar  Romero 

Pauline  Moore 

R — Aug.  12 

HH  Drama  011 

The  Rains  Came  (103) 
Myrna  Loy-Tyrone  Power 
George  Brent 

R — Sept.  16 

ra  Comedy  008 

Mop,  liOok  and  Dove  (57) 
Jean  Rogers 

William  Frawley 

R — Sept.  2 

1^  Drama  009 

Here  I Am  a Stranger 

(82) 

Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R— Seiit.  30 

[s]  Drama  010 

The  Escape  (60) 

Kane  Richmond 

Allan  Duff 

1^  Drama 

Intermezzo,  A Love  Story 
(..) 

Leslie  Howard 

Ingrid  Bergman 

John  Halliday 

1^  Melodrama 

The  Real  Glory  (95) 

Gary  Cooper 

Andrea  Leeds 

R — Sept.  23 

fe]  Comedy 

Eternally  Yonrs  ( . . ) 
Loretta  Young 

David  Niven 

1 1 1 Comedy  Drama 
Cnderpup  (88) 

Gloria  Jean-Truex-Grey 

R — Sept.  2 

in  Outdoor  Drama  4051 
Mutiny  on  the  Black 
Hawk  (66)  R — June  24 
R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 

|Y]  Musical  Comedy 
Hawaiian  Nights  (64) 
Downs-Carllsle 

R — Aug.  26 

|Y1  Western  4058 

Desperate  Trails  (58) 
John  Mack  Brown 

Bob  Baker-Fuzzy  Knight 

|]3|  Drama  4017 

Two  Bright  Boys  (70) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Sept.  23 

[~3~|  Musical  4944 

Mikado  (92) 

Kennv  Baker;  R-Jan.  7 

g Melodrama 

The  Witness  Vanishes 

(66) 

E.  Lowe-W.  Barrie 

g Drama 

Kio  (75) 

Slgrld  Gurle 

Basil  Rathbone 

R — Sept.  30 

[g]  Comedy 

Hero  for  a Day  ( . . ) 

Anita  Louise-Dick  Foran 

[2I  Drama  FN452 

The  Old  Maid  (95) 

Bette  Davis 

Miriam  Hopkins 

R — Aug.  5 

[9]  Com.  Melo.  WB419 
Nancy  Drew  and  the 
Hidden  Staircase  (60) 
Bonita  Granville 

Frankie  Thomas 

R — Aug.  26 

|l^  Drama 

Dust  Be  My  Destiny  (88) 
John  Garfield 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Aug.  19 

g Comedy  FN469 

No  Place  to  Go  (57) 

FYed  Stone 

Gloria  Dickson 

Denis  Morgan 

R — Sept.  23 

g Melodrama  WB416 
A Child  Is  Born  (79) 

Geraldine  Fitzgerald 
Gladys  George 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Aug.  5 

g Melodrama 

Espionage  Agent  (80) 

Joel  McGrea 

Brenda  Marshall 

R— Sept.  30 
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Hooking  Hkatt 

A GUIDE  TO  CURRENT  RELEASES 


OCTOBER  14 

OCTOBER  21 

OCTOBER  28 

NOVEMBER  4 

NOVEMBER  11 

NOVEMBER  18 

|l^  Comedy  Drama 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington ( . . ) 

Jean  Arthur 

James  Stewart 

1^  Drama 

Scandal  Sheet  ( . . ) 

< >.  Kruger-O.  Munson 

|24|  Comedy 

Beware  Spooks ! ( . . ) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

Mary  Carlisle 

Comedy 

Hlondie  Bringr.s  Tp  Bahv 
(.  .) 

Penny  Sing:leton 

Arthur  Lake 
[~^  Western 

Stran^^er  From  Texas  ( . . ) 
Charles  ?tarrett 

!|  Comedy  Drama  7 

; notohka  ( . . ) 

'eta  Garbo 
elvyn  Douglas 

|2^  Comedy  8 

At  the  Circus  ( . . ) 

Marx  Bros. 

Florence  Rice 

g Comedy  Drama 
Looking  After  Sandy  ( . . ) 
Virginia  Weidler 

Henry  Hull 

• 

']  Drama  3803 

atlny  in  the  Big  House 
(..) 

nas.  Bickford 
lirton  MacLane 

|20|  Western 

Riders  of  Destiny  (..) 

{ Reissue) 

John  Wayne 

g Western 

Sagebrush  Trail  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

John  Wavne 

^ Action  Drama  3816 
Scouts  of  the  Air  ( . . ) 
John  Trent 

[3^  Western  .3857 

Overland  Mail  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

j(|  I_>raina  3906 

(.maica  Inn  (106) 

'laiies  Laughton 
aureen  O’Hara 
;-^uly  8 

1^  Drama  .3907 

Television  Spy  ( . . ) 

William  Henry 

^ Drama  3908 

Disputed  Passage  ( . . ) 

Dorothy  Lam  our 

Akim  Tamiroff 

John  Howard 

[3I  Western  3955 

Law  of  the  Pampas  ( . . ) 
Wm.  Boyd 

^ Drama 

Geronimo  ( . . ) 

Preston  Poster 

Ellen  Drew 

[j^  Drama 

Rulers  of  the  Sea  (96) 
Doug.  Fairbanks  Jr. 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Will  Fyffe 

R— Sept.  23 

1*1  Action  Drama 

tbotage  (..) 

.•ieen  Whelan 
ilrdon  Oliver 

Ij  Drama  (MH 

'iree  Sons  (72) 
dward  Ellis 
rginia  Vale 

4— Sept.  .30 

1^  Comedy  010 

Flying  Deuces  ( . . ) 

Laurel  & Hardy 

|2^  Outdoor  Drama  006 
.illeglieny  1 prising  (..) 
John  Wayne 

Claire  Trevor 

|~3]  Drama  0(il 

of  Destiny  (95) 
(For.  60  Glorious  Years) 
Anna  Neagle 

Anton.  Walbrook 

R — Nov.  26,  ’38 

[~3~|  Western  081 

IMarshal  of  Mesa  (’itv 
(.  .) 

Geo.  O’Brien 
[lo[  Diama 

Meet  Dr.  Chri.stian  ( . . ) 

J.  Hersholt-D.  Lovett 

Drama  008 

Reno  ( . . ) 

Richard  Dix 

Gail  Patrick 

Musical  007 

)Uy  wood  Cavalcade  ( . . ) 
lice  Faye-Don  Ameche 

1^  Comedy  018 

Shipyard  Sally  (80) 

Gracie  Fields 

S.  Howard 

Comedy  014 

Pack  Up  Your  Troubles 
(..) 

Jane  Withers 

1^  Action  Drama  013 
20,000  Men  a Year  ( . . ) 
Randolph  Scott 

Martha  Heal> 

[3]  Drama 

Heaven  With  a Barin-d 
Wire  Fence  ( . . ) 

Jean  Rogers-Glen  Ford 

[Io|  Drama  016 

Drums  Along  the 

Mohawk  ( . . ) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Henry  Fonda 

Comedy  016 

Too  Busy  to  Work  ( . . ) 
Jones  Family 

|!|  Comedy 

] iusekee|>er'8  Dniighter 

(80) 

Jan  Bennett- Wm.  Qargan 
jlolphe  Menjou 

Ij— Sept.  l() 

ji  Melodrama 

liwer  of  I.oiidon  (..) 

Asil  Rathbone 
iliris  Karloff 

|1  Drama 

'•opic  Fur.v  (63) 

1 Arlen-A.  Devine 
li-Sept.  16 

g Comedy  with  Mu.sic 

First  Love  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

1^  Western 

Oklahoma  Frontier  (58) 
Johnny  Mack  Brown 

|2o)  Comedy 

i-ittle  Accident  ( . . ) 

Sandy  Henville 

Florence  Rice 

|2^  Drama 

Green  Hell  ( . . ) 

Doug.  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Bennett 

|~^  Action  Drama 

One  Hour  to  Live  (59) 
Charles  Bickford 

Doris  Nolan 

John  Lite! 

R— Sept.  16 

|l^  Action  r>rama 

Destry  Rides  Again  ( . . ) 

Marlene  Dietrich 

James  Stewart 

Mystery  Melodrama 

Invisible  Man  Returns 
(.  .) 

N.  Grey-V.  Price 
|l^  Melodrama 

Legion  of  Lost  Flyers 

(.  .) 

R.  Arlen-A.  Devine 

Musical 

f Your  Toes  ( . . ) 
2rina-Edd.e  Albert 
[ Melodrama 

ijide  of  the  Blue  (irass 

1(65) 

]l  Fellows-J.  MeCallion 
1-Sept.  23 

Melodrama 
Smashing  the  Money 

Ring  (..) 

Ronald  Reagan 

Margot  Stevenson 

[28]  Drama 

Roaring  Twenties  ( . . ) 
James  Cagney 

Priscilla  Lane 

T 
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28 

20 

21 
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23 

24 
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17 

18 
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20 
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23 

29 
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27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

3(1 

j NOVEMBER  25 

DECEMBER  2 

DECEMBER  9 

DECEMBER  16 

DECEMBER  23 

DECEMBER  30 

|23[  Comedy  Drama 
Incredible  Mr.  Williams 
(..) 

Joan  Bondell 

Melvyn  Douglas 

^ Melodrama 

Cat  and  the  Canary  (..) 
Bob  Hope 

Paulette  Goddard 

(T|  Comedy 

Our  Neiglibor^ — the  Car- 
ters ( . . ) 

Edmund  Lowe 
i'■'rank  Craven 

Fay  Bainter 

Western 

Llano  Kid  (..) 

Tito  Gulzar 

Gale  Sondergaard 

[l^  Musical  Comedy 

St.  Martin’s  I.ane  (..) 
Chas.  Laughton 

Vivien  Leigh 

Fantasy 

0Dr.  Cyclops  ( . . ) 

Albert  Dekker 

Janice  Logan 

Action  Drama 
0Untanied  ( . . ) 

Ray  Milland 

Patricia  Morison 

^ Musical 

That’s  Right,  You’re 
Wrong  ( . . ) 

Kay  Kyser  and  Orch. 

^ Drama  017 

Swanee  River  ( . . ) 

Don  Ameche-Al  Jolson 
Andrea  Leeds 
^ Comedy  Drama 
Day-Time  Wife  ( . - ) 
Tyrone  Power 
■Rrr-TiHa  Joyce 

|~i~|  Melodrama 

City  in  Darkness  (..) 
Sidney  Toler 

Lynn  Bari 

n 

lO'  1 

■ 1 

\ 

1^  Western 

Chip  of  the  Flying  U ( . . ) 
Johnny  Mack  Brown 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  September  30,  IS; 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leattna  ^l^|ou6e 

Minimum  Sl.OO.  Display  Rates  on  Request.  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


NEW  AND  FACTORY  REBUILT  theatre 
sound  equipment  for  Simplex,  Powers,  Mo- 
tiograph  and  Superior  projectors  at  spe- 
cial low  prices.  Cash  or  terms.  Sound 
Division,  The  CINCINNATI  TIME  RE- 
CORDER CO.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


DON’T  DEFER  THE  PURCHASE— DE- 
FER THE  PAYMENT!  Use  S.O.S.  easy 
time  payment  plan — available  on  quality 
theatre  equipment  purchases.  Write  S.O.S. 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


WANTED — 2 pairs  late  model  Simplex 
portables:  veneer  chairs.  B-1152,  Box- 
office,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


WANT  TO  BUY — Two  side  frames  for 
marquee  complete  with  glass,  rails,  letters, 
etc.,  for  new  type  Wagner  or  Adler  sys- 
tems. Must  be  bargain.  Give  details. 
Box  1110,  El  Paso,  Texas. 


TWO  BURCH  late  model  popcorn  ma- 
chines. One  Princette  Counter  Model,  one 
World’s  Fair  Cabinet  Model.  In  perfect 
condition,  cannot  be  told  from  new.  Bar- 
gain. Popcorn  Products  Company,  74-3rd 
Ave.,  San  Mateo,  Calif. 


FOR  SALE — Complete  theatre  equip- 
ment — Simplex  machines,  Operadio 
sound  A-1  condition.  Box  9,  Burt,  Iowa. 


FOR  SALE — Two  Simplex  projectors, 
soundheads,  amplifier,  etc.;  reasonable. 
Strand,  Warsaw,  Ind. 


SPRAY  NOZZLES 


1 RAINBOW  MIST  Spray  Nozzles,  water 
I broken  to  the  finest  spray  possible;  fool- 
! proof.  Lots  of  100  or  more,  32c.  Silent 
steel  rotor  blowers  and  washed  air  units. 
Dealers  Wanted.  G.  A.  Peterson,  VI  4075, 
316  Southwest  Blvd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
I (refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
1 926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  1939-40  Picture  Guide  com- 
. bined  with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
! vides  for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
I tising  and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

BOXOFFICE  : : September  30,  1939 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


PROGRAMS  SERVICE 


INDEPENDENT  EXHIBITORS— Save  on 
on  your  film  rentals.  Use  our  complete 
programs  service  weekly.  MUTUAL  THE- 
ATRE SUPPLY,  INC.,  Virginia,  Illinois. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


OPERA  CHAIRS  REBUILT.  Cushions 
recovered  and  repadded,  75c.  New  36  spring 
cushion,  $1.90,  installed  and  delivered.  List 
of  satisfied  customers  furnished.  ARTHUR 
JUDGE,  2714  West  Vine  St.,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


WANTED — 200  spring  cushion  theatre 
chairs.  B-1160,  Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th 
St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


USED  THEATRE  CHAIRS  FOR  SALE 
. . . CHEAP!  Thousands  of  good  veneer, 
upholstered  seats  available,  75c  up.  We've 
a chair  at  any  price.  Write  S.O.S. 
CINEMA  SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


AT  LAST— PERFECT  SOUND  RE- 
PRODUCTION at  prices  you  can  afford! 
S.O.S.  coordinated  sound  systems  give 
brilliant,  natural,  undistorted  sound.  Sys- 
tem for  400  seat  theatre,  $239.50.  Others 
proportionately  low.  S.O.S.  CINEMA 
SUPPLY  CORP.,  NEW  YORK. 


FOR  SALE — Two  theatres,  western  Kan- 
sas, located  in  two  county  seat  towns. 
Only  theatres  in  counties;  will  sell  one  or 
both.  Cash  only.  B-1157,  Boxoffice,  4804 
E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE  OR  RENT — 220 
seats.  Population  900,  plus  C.C.C.  camp, 
200  boys.  Located  at  Attica,  O.  D.  B. 
FOLLETT,  Gibsonburg,  Ohio. 


THEATRE  COMBINATION,  amuse- 
ment business.  Outstanding  many  years. 
KASHFINDER,  Wichita,  Kansas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANT  TO  LEASE  THEATRE— By  ca- 
pable and  financially  responsible  party. 
Morris  Powers,  Corning,  Iowa. 


WANTED — To  lease  small  theatre;  op- 
tion to  buy.  B-1158,  Boxoffice,  4804  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


LEASE  250-750  seat  house — Missouri, 
Kansas  or  Nebraska.  May  buy.  B-1163, 
Boxoffice,  4804  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


THEATRE  WANTED  — Pacific  Coast, 
preferably  non-competitive  town.  Post- 
office  Box  2183,  Hollywood. 


WANTED  TO  LEASE— Theatre  in  town 
of  the  middle  west.  Am  also  interested  in 
theatres  catering  to  colored  people.  FRED- 
ERIC STRIEF,  Box  57,  Westwood  Station, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


HELP  WANTED 


OPERATORS  AND  MANAGERS— Every 
state;  movie  circuits.  No.  518  State  Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST — 9 years  experience. 
Precision  workman.  Finest  references. 
FRANK  HULL,  56  Miller  Avenue,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER”  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4804  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


I 10c  a word 
(Send  Cash  J 4 insertions 
With  Order)  j at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad  times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE. 

Blind  Ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4804  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  precedingr  publication  date. 


N A CLASS  BY  ITSELF 


Say  Exhibitors 


"I  received  a very  nice  compliment  on  your  PICTURE  GUIDE. 
DATE  AND  RECORD  BOOK  from  my  boss.  Mr.  Benj.  T.  Pitts, 
president  of  Pitts'  Theatres.  Inc.  He  inspected  my  book  and 
was  very  high  in  his  praise  of  the  completeness  of  informa- 
tion regarding  all  phases  of  coverage." 

I.  T.  PITTS. 

East  End  Theatre. 

Richmond.  Va. 

• 


"Early  this  year,  we  received  through  your  courtesy,  your 
PICTURE  GUIDE.,  DATE  AND  RECORD  BOOK.  We  have  found 
this  book  to  be  very  helpful  in  our  booking  department." 

J.  A.  THOMPSON. 

Associated  Theatres.  Ltd.. 
Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada 


"I  am  attaching  my  check  in  the  amount  of  $3.50  for  a two 
year  renewal  to  BOXOFFICE,  which  I need  in  my  business. 
Please  be  sure  and  send  me  your  PICTURE  GUIDE,  DATE  and 
RECORD  BOOK  for  the  1939-1940  season.  I have  found  this 
book  to  be  one  of  the  best,  and  am  not  able  to  continue  with- 
out it." 


DREW  E.  KOLB, 
Municipal  Theatre, 
Millheim,  Pa. 


The 


O O K 

OF 

O O K S 

FOR 

U Y 1 NG 


AND 

OOKING 


"I  use  the  PICTURE  GUIDE.  DATE  AND  RECORD  BOOK  con- 
stantly and  think  it  one  of  the  necessities  of  an  exhibitor.  The 
new  Guide,  with  the  fillers,  is  much  the  best." 

WALLACE  W.  DEUPREE. 
Woodbine  Theatre, 

Woodbine,  Iowa. 


★ 1939-40  EDITION  NOW  IN  PREPARATION 

Reserve  Your  Copy  Now  

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  Date  193 

4804  East  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  BOXOFFICE,  52  issues  per  year  (13  of  which  con- 
tain The  MODERN  THEATRE  Section  and  13  of  the  PRODUCTION  INDEX),  including 
the  New  BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE  and  DATE  & RECORD  BOOK  and  BAROMETER 
FREE. 

Herewith  my  check  for:  □ S2.00  for  1 Year.  □ S3.50  for  2 Years.  □ $5.00  for  3 Years. 
Ncjnie Theatre 


One  of  the  Many 
PLUS  Services  of 


State 


Address 


City 


Scanned  from  the  collection  of 
Margaret  Herrick  Library 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences 


Coordinated  by  the 

Media  History  Digital  Library 
www.mediahistoryproject.org 


Funded  by  a donation  from 
Joe  McClintock 


